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CITY    COUNCIL   OF   BOSTON, 


FOR  THE  MUNICIPAL  YEAR  1887, 


Commencing  Monday,  January  3,  1887,  and  ending  Saturday,  December  31,  1887. 


BEING  EEPEINTS  OF  REPORTS  AS  PUBLISHED  BY  CONTRACT  IN  THE 

BOSTON  TRAVELLER. 


BOSTON : 
ROCKWELL     AND     CHURCHILL,     CITY     PRINTERS,     39     ARCH     STREET. 

(REPRINTS  OF  REPORTS  FROM  THE  TRAVELLER  PRESS.) 
1888. 


The  following  index  has  been  prepared  in  accordance  with  an  Order  of  the  City  Count 


find  a  vote  of  the  Committee  on  Printing. 


INDEX  TO  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  CITY  COUNCIL 

FOR    1887. 


[Preceding  the  figures  indicating  page,  a  signifies  Aldermen,  c   Common   Council.] 


A  street. 

building  :  Tyler  Bros.,  petition  to  erect  c  467-grauted  a  543  c  557;  Bos- 
ton Wharf"  Co.,  petition  a  1016 

claims  :  M.  E.  Marian,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  475 

coal-Iioles :  Tremont  Electric  Lighting  Co.,  petition  a  735-granted 
a  747 

repaving  :  order  to  repave,  passed  a  642  ;  order  to  transfer  from  Linden 
Park  St.  appropriation  to  appropriation  for  repairing  A  St.,  referred  to 
finance  a  642-report  accepted,  order  passed  c  659  a  665 

sewer:  petition  a  662 

sidewalk  :  petition  a  743-granted  a  762;  petition  a  776 

steam-engine  :  Boston  Wharf  Co.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing 
a  136-hearing  a  206-granted  a  272 

Abbey  &  Schoeffel. 

license  Park  Theatre,  petition  a  752-report,  discussed,  granted  a  S04 

Abbott,  Fred  B. 

order  that  permission  be  granted  to  give  a  test  exhibition  of  fire  extin- 
guisher in  Post  Office  sq.,  etc.,  discussed,  amended,  passed  a  52 

Abbott,  Hannah. 

order  to  pay  compensation,  personal  injuries,  passed  a  114-discussed  c  119, 
120-passed  c  120 

Abbott,  Lawrence.     Model  Lodging-houses.     {See  Model 
Lodging-houses. ) 

Aborn,  Samuel  O.,  et  ah. 

petition  that  mall  on  Rutland  sq.  be  put  in  proper  condition  c  426 

Accounts,  County.     {See  County  Accounts.) 
Accounts,  Department  of. 

committee  :  on  city  auditor's  department,  appointed  a  57  c  65 

annual  estimates  :  (CD. 39)  order  that  so  much  as  concerns  each  de- 
partment be  referred  to  committee  on  said  department,  and  that  the 
report  as  a  whole  be  referred  to  committee  on  appropriations,  passed 
c  221 ;  order  that  the  committees  of  the  various  departments,  to  whom 
were  referred  estimates,  be  instructed  to  send  their  reports  thereon  di- 
'  rectly  to  the'committee  on  appropriations,  passed  c  255  a  271  ;  (C.D.39) 
estimates  submitted  by  city  auditor  with  communication  from  mayor 
relating  to,  and  comparative  tables  of  estimates  of  1SS7,  iSSS,  with  actual 
appropriations  for  1SS6,  1SS7  c  221-224;  motion  that  so  much  of  sect.  1, 
rule  2  of  joint  rules  as  requires  committee  on  appropriations  to  report 
on  or  before  March  15th  be  suspended,  prevailed  a  2S1 ;  reports 
(CD .76)  a  4T2-4i4-discussed  a  415-420-passed  with  the  exception  of 
the  reserved  fund  a  420-discussed  c  42S-443~amended,  passed  c  443- 
amendments  discussed  a  446-44S-concurred  in  two  amendments,  non- 
concurred  in  two  a  448-discussed  c  449-456-substitute  order  offered 
and  passed  c  456-discussed,  concurred  a  457 

supplementary  appropriation  bill :  reports  of  committee  on 
appropriations,  with  orders,  majority  report,  accepted,  assigned  a  621- 
report  of  committee  of  the  whole,  accepted,  orders  passed  a  623-dis- 
cussed  c  624-626-passed  c  626-communication  from  mayor  vetoing  bill 
a  631,  632-discussed,  passed  over  veto  a  633-discussed  c  67S-6Si-passed 
in  concurrence  c  6S1 

annual  expenditures  :  order  that  city  auditor  be  directed  to  furnish 
a  statement  in  print  showing  the  annual  expenditures  for  certain 
departments  since  1S74,  etc.,  specially  assigned  c  59-discussed  c  61,  62- 
passed  c  62-discussed,  laid  on  table  a  75-taken  from  table,  indefinitely 
postponed  a  116-assigned  c  nS-indefinitely  postponed  C336;  motion  that 
city  auditor  be  requested  to  furnish  common  council  with  statement  as 
called  for  above,  carried  c  336 

annual  report :  (C.D.S5)  a  663 

auditor  :  James  H.  Dodge,  appointed  a  45S-confirmed  a  477 

axiditor's  report:  order  to  submit  in  print,  etc.,  passed  a  501-referred 
to  committee  on  printing  c  5C9~report,  accepted,  order  indefinitely  post- 
poned c  547  a  562 

monthly  exhibits  :  (C.D.4)  c  14  a  23;  (C.D.34)  c  118  a  137;  (CD. 42) 
c  221  a  242;  (C.D.61)  a  340  c  351;;  (C.D.S2)  a  4SS  c  506;  (C.D.93)  c  571 
a  587;  (C.D.112)  c  703  a  713);  (CD. 132)  a  736  c  769;  (C.D.139')  a  754; 
(CD.  146)  a  S25  c  S31 ;   (CD. 15s;  a  932 ;  (CD. 165)  a  1009  c  1013 

itemized  bills  :  order  that  auditor  be  directed  to  furnish  copies  of  all 
bills  for  which  he  requests  additional  appropriations,  discussed  c  1050- 
1055-passedc  1055;  copies  of  bills,  placed  on  file  c  1072 


Adams,  C,  et  als. 
lamps,  Weber  St.,  petition  a  9S3 

Adams  Express  Co.  et  als. 

petition  to  pave  Chapman  St.  with  block  stone  a  634 

Adams,  Geo.  H. 

appointed  assistant  harbor  master  a  73-confirmed  a  m 

Adams,  Georgiana. 

petition,  sewer,  Blue  Hill  ave.  a  34S 

Adams,  J.  H.  T. 

sidewalk,  Cherry  St.,  petition  a  45S-granted  a  727 
coal-hole,  Middlesex  St.,  petition  a  797-granted  a  82S 

Adams,  Mary  O. 

edgestones,  Gloucester  St.,  petition  a  241-granted  a  373 

Adams,  O.  F.,  et  als. 
petition  to  grade  and  set  edgestones,  Hagar  st.  a  S71 

Adams  &  Phillips  et  als. 

electric  light,  Washington  St.,  petition  a  51 

Adams'  Real  Estate  Trust. 

bay-windows,  Boylston  St.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  776-hearing 
a  S22-granted  a  849 

Adams,  Samuel  G.,  Administrators  of. 

petition  to  be  paid  certain  sum  due  as  salary  and  emoluments  of  office  of 
superintendent  of  police  a  921-refused  a  932  c  95S 

Adams,  Thomas  M. 

personal  injuries,  Columbus  ave.,  petition  a  S23-refused  a  S95  c  902 

Adams,  Wm.  H. 

sidewalk,  Isabella  St.,  granted  a  462 

Adams  District  Schools.     (Sec  Schools.) 
Adams  street,  Dorchester. 

buildings  :  W.  R.  Cavanagh,  moving,  granted  a  499;  petition  to  move 

a  561 -granted  a  593 
edgestones  and  sidewalk  :  petition  a  743 

plank-walk  :  W.  Tileston  et  als.,  petition  a  920 

stables  :  Henry  J.  Godfrey,  petition  a  74-refused  a  137,  16S;  E.  C.  Flusk 

et  als.,  remonstrance  against  a  214;  John  W.  Porter,   petition  a  347- 

granted  a  373 
widening  :  order  to  pay  Joseph  G.  Russell  land  damages,  passed  a  463 

Adams  street,  Roxbury. 
sidewalk  :  petition  a  475-granted  a  499 

Additional  Supply.     (See  Water.) 

Address,  Inaugural.     {See  Inaugural  Address.) 

Advertisements.     {See  Signs,  Posts,  etc.) 

-SJtna  Rubber  Mills. 

petition,  abatement  sewer  assessment,  Cornwall  st.  a  724-refused  a  1063 

Ahern,  John  J. 

petition  to  move  buildings,  Tremont  St.  a  561-granted  a  593 ;  Bower  st. 
petition  a  735-granted  a  747;  Forest  st.  petition  a  725-granted  a  73S; 
Warren  St.,  R.,  petition  a  735-granted  a  747;  Robeson  st.  petition  a  S91- 
granted  a  920;  Burroughs  St.,  granted  a  S76;  Cottage  St.,  R.,  petition 
a  945-granted  a  9S7 


(3) 


ALARIC    STREET 


ALLEN 


Alaric  street, 
lamps  :  P.  J.  Sullivan  et  als.,  petition  a  1015 

Alaska  street. 

sidewalk  :  petition  a  S24 

Alban  street. 

lamps  :  Charles  R.  Orr,  petition  a  797 

plank-walk  :  D.  O.  S.  Lowell,  petition  extension  a  945 

stable  :  Mary  S.  Hartford,  petition  a  9S3-granted  a  991 

Albany  street. 

paving,  etc.  :  order  that  the  superintendent  of  streets  include  in  esti- 
mates sum  sufficient  to  pave  with  granite  blocks  and  furnish  edgestones 
and  sidewalk,  referred  to  committee  on  appropriations  c  11S;  commu- 
nication from  superintendent  of  streets  relating-  to  surrender  of  bond  of 
Barber  Asphalt  Company,  referred  to  committee  on  paving  a  1011-re- 
port  and  order,  accepted,  passed  a  101S 
stable  :  Blacker  &  Shepard,  petition  a  S42-granted  a  S77 
wharf  property:  communication  from  street  commissioners  report- 
ing that  lease  will  soon  expire,  and  that  order  be  passed  giving  them 
power  to  make  new  lease,  referred  to  committee  on  public  lands  a  4S5- 
report,  with  order  to  lease,  accepted,  passed  a  620-discussed  c  657,  65S- 
assigned  c  65S;  report  of  street  commissioners  that  they  are  unable  to 
sell,  and  proposing  to  transfer  it  to  the  water  department,  referred  to 
committee  on  water  a  754 

Albany-street  Bridge. 

foot-bridge  :  order  to  build  bridge  for  foot-passengers  during  the  re- 
pair of  the  bridge,  referred  to  committee  on  laying  out  and  widening 
streets  c  Si-report  recommending  reference  to  superintendent  of  streets 
c  155  a  161-report  inexpedient,  accepted  a  190 

Albion  street. 

bulkhead  :  J.  \V.  Hanson,  granted  a  693 

improvements  :  order  to  put  in  order  for  public  travel,  referred  to 
committee  on  paving  a  567 

Albion  and  Paul  streets. 

closed  :  order  to  open  and  put  in  condition  the  portion  of  streets  closed, 
referred  to  committee  on  paving  a  766-passed  a  77S 

Albrecht,  Philip,  et  als. 

petition,  sewer,  Creighton  St.  a  74,  735 

Alden,  Morton. 

appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  212-confirmed  a  242  ;  appointed 
inspector  of  hav  and  straw  a  212-confirmed  a  242;  appointed  weigher  of 
coal  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Alden  street.  __ 

sewer  :  petition  a  634-order  for  hearing  a  672-hearing  691-ordered  a  720; 
John  Stetson  et  als.,  remonstrance  against  a  662-refused  a  1063 

Aldermanic  Districts. 

order  that  his  honor  the  mayor  be  requested  to  petition  the  legislature  for 
an  amendment  to  the  law  establishing  aldermanic  districts,  so  that  they 
may  be  made  more  nearly  equal  in  population  and  voters,  discussed, 
passed  c  S7  a 10S 

Aldermen,  Board  of. 

organized  :  page  2 

aldermanic  chamber  :  orders  to  report  cost  of  lighting  with  electric- 
ity, etc.,  passed  a  So7-coininunication  from  superintendent  public  build- 
ings relating  to,  discussed  a  924,  925-placed  on  file  a  925;  order  to 
provide  double  windows,  passed  a  929. 

chairman  :  Patrick  J.  Donovan  elected  a  2;  resolve  of  thanks  to  a  1095, 
1096;  final  address  of  a  1096,  1097 

committees  :  order  to  resume  unfinished  business  a  2;  appointed  a  57, 

S3 

contingent:  see  Contingent  expenses 

invitation:  National  Electric  Light  Co.  invitation  to  meeting,  accepted 
a  73ft;  to  attend  the  performance  of  Corinne  at  Oakland  Garden,  ac- 
cepted a  744 

meetings:  order  that  Mondays  at  4  P.M.  be  the  regular  day  and  hour 
for  holding  sessions,  passed  a  2;  next  meeting  discussed,  motion  to 
adjourn  for  two  weeks,  carried  a  21S;  special  called  a  444;  next  dis- 
closed a  501;  special  a  546;  order  for  next,  passed  .1  672-next  ordered 
a  749-order  for  next,  passed  a  735;  order  for  next,  discussed,  in- 
definitely postponed  a  101 1  ;  order  for  next,  passed  a  1015-order  for  next 
a  1033-0'rder  for  next,  passed  a  1036;  order  for  next,  passed  a  1047 

members  :  appointed  on  committee  on  Fourth  of  July  a  339 

niimbti'  of  members  :  order  to  petition  legislature  to  amend  charter 
that  number  of  members  of  Board  of  Aldermen  be  increased,  discussed, 
assigned  c  99j-passed  c  10S0  a  1093. 

portrait  of  chairman  :  order  to  give  sitting  for  portrait  for  chair- 
man's room,  passed  a  623 

powers  proposed  to  be  transferred  :  order  to  petition  legislature 
for  such  alterations  of  statutes  as  shall  transfer  to  City  Council  all  the 
powers  exercised  by  the  board  as  County  Commissioners,  Surveyors  of 
Highway,  etc.,  specially  assigned  c  767-discusscd  c  8S4-8S7-passe'd  c  SS7 

recess  :  order  to  take  recess,  passed  a  242 


Aldermen,  Board  of,  continued. 

rules  and  orders  :  order  to  adopt  those  of  last  year  until  otherwise  or- 
dered, passed  a  2-committee  appointed  a  2-report,  discussed  a  23- 
accepted,  discussed,  rules  adopted  a  24;  order  that  rule  6,  relating  to 
balloting  on  appointments,  be  referred  to  committee  on  rules  a  79-report, 
no  action  necessary  a  168;  order  to  amend  rule  23,  referred  to  com- 
mittee on  rules  and  orders  a  351-indefinitely  postponed  a  950 

salaries  of  members  :  order  to  petition  legislature  at  its  next  session 
for  the  passage  of  an  act  to  salary  members,  passed  a  106S 

special  meetings  :  called  for  purpose  of  drawing  jurors,  referred  to 
committee  on  ordinances,  asking  opinion  regarding  legality  of  a  774— 
report,  accepted  a  S03;  opinion  of  corporation  counsel,  ordered  printed 
aS23 

standing  regulations  :  order  to  appoint  special  committee  to  exam- 
ine and  report  whether  any  changes  are  required,  passed  a  24;  order  that 
the  committee  be  authorized  to  provide  each  alderman  with  a  pocket 
manual,  etc.,  passed  a  142 

summer  vacation  :  orders  relating  to,  passed  a  697 

ma  finished  business  :  order  to  refer  to  next  board  of  aldermen,  passed 
a  1095 

ventilation  :  order  to  provide  better  ventilation  for  the  rooms  occupied 
by  board,  passed  a  116-amended  by  adding  council  chamber,  referred  to 
committee  on  public  buildings  c  119;  report,  no  action  necessarv  c  547 
a  562 

final  proceedings  :  resolve  of  thanks  to  chairman  Patrick  J.  Donovan 
for  the  able  and  impartial  manner  in  which  he  discharged  his  duties  as 
chairman,  discussed  a  1095,  1096-adopted  unanimously  a  1096;  final  ad- 
dress by  chairman  P.  J.  Donovan  a  1096,  1097  ;  request  to  furnish  copy 
to  be  printed  a  1097;  adjournment  sine  die  a  1097 

Alexander,  Alexis. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Alexander,  George  H.,  et  als. 

lamps:  Dorchester  avenue,  petition  a  9SS 

Alford  street,  Charlestown. 

electric  light :  W.  T.  Van  Nostrand  &  Co.  et  ills.,  petition  a  743 

Alhambra  Coffee  Co. 

steam-engine,  Green  St.,  petition  a  161-granted  a  iSS,  1S9 

Allandale  Spring  Co. 

petition  to  stand  barge,  Centre  St.  a  661-granted  a  736 

Allandale  street. 

construct  ins  and  finishing:  order  to  appropriate  certain  sum  for, 
referred  to  finance  c  26-report  referring  to  committee  on  appropriations 
a  1 12  c  119 

lamps  :  Charles  H.  Souther  et  <ils.,  petition  a  932 

Allbright,  John  J. 

stable,  Allbright  court,  petition  a  Sgi-granted  a  929 

Allbright  Court,  Dorchester. 

lamps  :  Mary  E.  Rhodes  et  als.,  petitions  a  945 
stable  :  John  J.  Allbright,  petition  a  S7i-granted  a  925 

Alleged  overvaluation.     (See  Assessors.) 
Alleghany  street. 

coal-hole  :  John  McGinnis,  petition  a  401-granted  a  462 

Allen,  B.  F. 

petition,  abatement  sewer  assessment,  Winthrop  st.»  C.  a  692-refused 
a  727 

Allen,  Bradley,  &  Co. 

petition,  license  petroleum  a  945-granted  a  1009 

Allen,  Chas.  E. 

use  of  Fancuil  hall,  petition  a  S23 -granted  a  S46;  petition  to  decorate 
Faneuil  hall  a  gSS-granted  a  1010 

Allen,  Chas.  H. 

electric  light,  Washington  St.,  petition  a  476 

Allen,  Charles  Hastings,  Alderman,  District  8. 

qualified  :  page  1 

appointed  :  committee  on  rules  and  orders  of  city  council  a  2;  rules  and 
orders  of  board  of  aldermen  a  2;  joint  rules  a  23;  standing-  regulations 
a  24;  standing  —  Faneuil  hall  and  county  buildings,  streets;  joint  —  ap- 
propriations, common  and  public  grounds,  finance,  health,  ordinances, 
law  depai  tment,  public  buildings,  public  institutions  a  57  ;  laying  out  and 
widening  streets  a  5S;  conference  committee  a  106;  police  investigation 
a  137;  petition  of  stockholders  of  South  Boston  R.R.  Co.  a  160;  com- 
mittee of  conference  new  Cambridge  bridge  a  643;  examination  of 
houses  of  detention  a  676 

remarks  :  election  of  chairman  a  2;  park  loan  a3J  cemeteries  a  23;  rules 
and  orders  of  the  board  a  23,  24;  employment  of  armed  bodies  a  10S; 
lockers  for  the  common  council  a  112;  Boston  Heating  Co.  a  190,  191; 
Lincoln  wharf  damages  a  191,  192;  abatement  of  assessment  a  192; 
assistant  messenger  a  216;  salaries  of  registrars  of  voters  a  216;  Wm. 


(4) 


ALLEN 


APPLETON 


Allen,  Charles  Hastings,  Alderman,  co?itinued. 

Donovan's  stand  a  253;  Fast  day  a  270;  Old  Franklin  school  a  270; 
police  salaries  a  272;  port  physician  and  assistant  a  273-275 ;  Back  Bay 
park  betterments  a  2S5,  2S6;  salaries  of  county-jail  officers,  a  314;  signs 
a  314-316;  jury-list  a  31S,  319;  salaries  and  wages  of  employees  a  322- 
324;  release  of  lot  a  341;  Muddy  river  a  349;  watering  streets,  a  37S; 
watering  macadamized  streets  a409;  planting  of  trees  a  400,  410;  elec- 
tric light,  Linden  park  a  463;  board  of  public  works  a  464;  Roxbiirv 
canal  3490;  Memorial  day  a  491,  493,  495;  Roxbury-canal  nuisance 
a  565  ;  paving  Central  st.  a  567  ;  new  Cambridge  bridge  loan  a642,643; 
J.  P.  Cleary's  dm  in  a  662;  new  Cambridge  bridge  a  667;  coal  a  669;  of- 
ficial report  a  692 ;  painting  of  electric  wire  poles  a  697 ;  dwelling-houses, 
improved  sewerage  a  717;  Old  Franklin  school-house  a  744,  745;  Fan- 
euil  hall,  naturalization  of  aliens,  a  760;  licenses  a  764,765;  S.  M.  Mc- 
Neil's stable  a  766;  Faneuil  hall  a  Sdi,  Scs;  Chardon-st.  school-house  a 
S23;  Beacon-hill  reservoir  a  S44,  S45  ;  Beacon-st.  widening  a  S47  ;  Pro- 
posed sewer  transfer  aS49,  S50;  police  salaries  a  S53 ;  night-watchman, 
Old  State  House  a  S71 ;  Nason's  stable  a  926,92s;  appropriation,  paving 
department  a  946;  Lincoln  and  Gaston  school  districts  a  946;  Hast 
Boston  high  school  a  9S4;  nuisances  a  9S5;  law  ordinance  a  9S9-991 ; 
municipal  election  ballot-boxes  a  993;  widening  Commonwealth  ave. 
a  1017:  statement  of  robberies  a  1034;  paving  appropriation  a  1037;  Stony 
brook  a  1060;  Park  loan  a  1061  ;  representation  in  Common  Council  a 
1062;  electric  lights  in  market  a  1064,  1065  ;  bridge  appropriation  a  1067, 
106S;  transfer  of  improved  sewerage  department  a  1091,  1092. 

Allen,  E.  H.,  et  als. 

lamps,  Temple  St.,  W.  R.,  petition  a  712 

Allen,  Geo.  F. 

order  to  pay  grade  damages,  Boylston  St.,  passed  a  729 

Allen,  H.  N. 

steam-engine,  Sanborn  ave.,  D.,  petition  161-granted  a  1S9,  934 

Allen,  I.  D.  &  Co. 

steam-engine,  Winter  St.,  granted  a  S96 

Allen,  James. 

petition  to  place  boot-black  stand  on  Franklin  ave.  a  105-rei'used  a  139 

Allen,  R.  H. 

steam-engine,  Huntington  ave.,  petition  a  561-granted  a  5SS 

Allen,  W.  B. 

stable,  Ashford  St.,  Brighton,  petition  a33S-granted  a35o;  stable  Ashforil 
St.,  petition  a  9S3~granted  a  991 

Allicot,  Thomas,  et  ah. 

remonstrance  against  stable,  Fairview  St.  a  725 

Allston  School.     (See  School.) 
Allston  street,  Brighton. 

poles  :  fire  commissioners,  petition  a  725-granted  a  746 
sewer  :  order  for  hearing  a  637-hearing  a  660;  ordered  a  694 
sidewalk  :  pelition  a  1016 

Allston  street,  Charlestown. 

coasting :  order  to  allow,  passed  a  51 
Allston  street,  Dorchester. 

edgestones  :  petition  a  536-granted  a  566 

stable  :  Sewall  W.  Rich,  petition  a  775-granted  a  S03 

Alpine  street. 

stable  :  Joanna  C.  Nason,  petition  a  S70,  discussed  a  926-929-assigned 
a  929-granted  a  932 

Alveston  street. 
edgestones  and  sidewalk  :  petition  a  372-granted  a  462 

Ambulance  Corps.Second  Brigade,  M.V.M.  (5eeArmories.) 
Ambulance,  Public. 

order  to  procure  an  ambulance  to  be  let  to  applicants  for  conveyance  of 
patients  to  or  from  private  hospitals  or  houses,  referred  to  committee  on 
ordinances  c  7S0 

Ambulances.     (See  Police.) 
American  Bell  Telephone  Co. 

petition  to  sell  conduits,  Pearl  and  Franklin  sts.  a  161 ;  report  and  orders, 
accepted,  passed  a  31S 

American  Conduit  Co. 

order  that  all  rights  granted  to  certain  persons  Dec.  27,  1SS1,  to  construct 
and  maintain  underground  wires  be  transferred  to  above  company,  re- 
ferred to  committee  on  underground  wires  a  2S;  petition  to  acquire  all 
rights  and  privileges  granted  W.  R.  Clark  a  34S-report  and  orders,  dis- 
cussed a  374,  375-passed  a  375-veto  of  mayor  with  opinion  of  corpora- 
tion counsel  a  444,  445-discussed  a  445,  446-passed  over  veto  a  446; 
bond  received,  referred  to  committee  on  bonds  a  617-approved  a  672; 
petition  to  erect  building,  Neponset  ave.  a  691 ;  steam-engine,  Nepon- 
set  ave.,  petition  a  691 ;  bond  returned  by  corporation  counsel,  referred 
to  committee  on  bonds,  a  719 


American  Dioramic  Co. 

petition  to  suspend  lights,  Washington  st.  a  1033 

American  Express  Co. 

stable,  Congress  St.,  petition  a  311-granted  a  341 
Ames,  Fred  L.,  et  ah. 

remonstrance  against  location  of  street  railroad  on  Beacon  and  Arlington 
sts.  a  1S5 

Ames,  Oliver,  et  ah. 

report  on  petition  that  city  compromise  and  settle  claim  for  damages,  rec- 
ommending reference  to  law  department,  accepted  c  10S5  a  1090 

Ames  Plow  Co. 

order  to  renew  lease  of  rooms,  Quincy  market,  referred  to  committee  on 
public  buildings  c  117-report  and  order  to  lease,  accepted,  passed  a  275, 
C307 

Amory  street. 

edgestones  :  petition  a  536 

stable  :  John  L.  Dakin,  petition  a  734-granted  a  746 

widening  :  order  to  pay  Sarah  D.  Wilson  land  damages,  passed  a  74S; 
order  to  pa}r  heirs  of  Rowena  A.  Simmons  land  damages,  passed  a  779 

Amounts  Drawn  to  Pay  Expenses  of  Committees  or  City 
Officials.     (See  Appropriations.) 

Amsden,  J.  F. 

sidewalk,  Elm-hill  ave.,  petition  a  45S-granted  a  479 

Amusements.     (See  Licenses.) 
Anawan  avenue. 

coasting  :  order  to  allow,  passed  a  75 
Ancient  &  Honorable  Artillery  Co. 

petition,  use  of  parade  ground  on  the  common  a  372;  petition,  use  of  Fan- 
euil Hall  a  371-g-ranted  a  373 

Anderson,  C. 

sidewalk,  Cottage  St.,  granted  a  617 

Anderson,  C.  A. 

stable,  Metropolitan  ave.,  petition  a  797-granted  a  S26 

Andrews,  Geo.  T.,  et  ah. 

petition,  sewer,  Fairfax  St.,  a  33S 

Angell,  Geo.  T. 

injuries  to  estate,  Dimock  St.,  petition  a  S23-referred  to  committee  on  pav- 
ing a  877,  c  SS4~granted  a  929 

Angus,  H.  S. 

petition  to  move  buildings,  Foster  court,  B. 
granted  8719 


granted  a  407;  Western  ave. 


Anniversary  of  the  Adoption  of  the  Constitution. 

Centennial  Anniversary,  etc.) 


(See 
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Annual  Estimates.     (See Accounts.) 

Annual  Excursion  to  the  Water- Works.     (See  Water.) 

Annual  Expenditures.     (See  Accounts.) 

Annual  Reports. 

order  authorizing  heads  of  departments  to  report  in  print,  passed  c  26  a  52 

Anthony,  Benjamin  F. 

appointed  trustee  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery  a  21-confirmed  a  53 

Apollonio,  Nicholas  A. 

appointed  city  registrar  a  21-confirmed  a  54 

Apple  Island. 

R.  G.  F.  Candage,  petition  for  lease  a  371 

Appleton,  Francis  H. 

remonstrance  against  granting  additional  rights  to  horse-cars  unless  pro- 
visions are  made  that  will  compel  the  keeping  of  the  rails  and  road-beds 
in  condition  a  214 

Appleton,  Henry  K.  Jr.,  et  ah. 

petition  and  order  for  hearing,  sewer,  Mansfield  St.  and  Hill  ave.,  B., 
a  744 

Appleton,  Mary  G. 

petition,  abatement  sewer  assessment,  Walnut  ave.  a  402-refused  a  462 


APPLETON 


ASHMONT    IMPROVEMENT   CO. 


Appleton,  Samuel. 

stable,  Redesdale  St.,  B.,  petition  a  753-granted  a  77S 
Appleton  street. 

poles  :  Fire  Commissioners,  petition  a  S23-granted  a  933 
steam-engine  :  Mrs.  E.  Gertz,  petition  a 920-granted  a  934 

Appropriations.     (See  also  Different  Departments.) 

committee  :  appointed  a  57  c  64 

amounts  drawn  to  pay  expenses  :  order  that  city  auditor  be  au- 
thorized to  place  to  the  credit  of  the  several  appropriations  all  amounts 
drawn  therefrom  to  pay  the  expenses  of  committees  or  city  officials 
which  are  not  afterwards  expended,  etc.,  passed  a  275  c  291 

annual  estimates  :  see  Accounts 

transfers  :  see  different  appropriations 

closing  transfers  :  ordered  a  252 

unexpended  balances  :  order  to  report  unexpended  balances  that  can 
be  transferred  to  reserved  fund,  referred  to  finance  a  72$-report,  ac- 
cepted, passed  41  73S  c  771 

Arbitration.     (See  Claims.) 


State   Board.      (See  State   Board   of  Arbitra- 


Arbitration, 

tion.) 

Arbor  Day. 

order,  that  the  superintendent  of  common,  etc.,  be  requested  to  plant 
trees  in  certain  places  on  30th  April,  amended,  discussed  a  377,  37S-re- 
ferred  to  committee  on  common,  etc.  a  37S-reporl,  discussed  a  409,  410- 
passed  a  410  c  427 

Arcadia  street. 
macadamizing,  edgestones  set,  and  gutters  :  petition  a  S42 
stable  :  Isaac  C,  Copeland,  petition  a  269-granted  a  313 

Architect's  Department. 

committee  :  appointed  a  57  c  64 

city  architect  :  Arthur  H.  Vinal  appointed  a  21-confirmed  a  ^3 

public  buildings  to  be  constructed  :  order  to  proceed  with  erec- 
tion of  certain  named  public  buildings,  referred  to  finance  a  642-report 
and  order,  accepted,  discussed  c  7S4-79i-amended,  passed  c  791— dis- 
cussed a  799,  Soo-referred  to  committee  on  architect's  department  a  Soo- 
report,  order  indefinitely  postponed  a  S2S  c  S31 

public  library  plans:  order  that  the  plans  drawn  by  the  city  archi- 
tect be  presented  to  him  as  his  private  property,  referred  to  committee 
on  city  architect's  department  c  2S3 

Argyle  street. 


edgestones  and  sidewalk  : 
sewer:  ordered  a  217 


granted  a  762 


Arlington  avenue. 

buildings  :  F.  O.  &  J.  T.   Reed,  petition  to  erect  a  402-laid  on  table 

a  543-retused  a  567  c  571 
stables  :   F.  O.  &  J.  P.  Reed,  petition  a  401-granted  a  479 
steam-engine  :    Isabella   F.    Kicker,    petition  and   order   for   hearing 

a  661-hearing  a  724-granted   a  737;  L.  F.   Babcock,  order  for  hearing 

a  724-hearing  a  739-granted  a  763 

Arlington  street. 

sewer  :  petition  a  932 

tracks  :  Suburban  R.R.  Co.,  order  for  hearing  a  So3-hearing  a  S6S,  S69- 
withdrawn  a  $92-refused  a  S97 

Arlington  street,  Brighton. 

grade  :  order  to  establish,  referred  to  committee  on  paving  a  1019 

Armandine  street,  Dorchester. 

lamps  :  J.  M.  Wing  et  ah.,  petition  a  691 

sewer  :  petition  a  692-order  for  hearing  a  720-hearing  a  724 

stable  :  R.  H.  McDowell,  petition  a  1060 

Armories  and  Military  Affairs. 

committee  :  appointed  a  57 

armory  for  Ninth  Kegiment :  order  to  prepare  plans  for,  on  site  of 
old  Franklin  School-house,  and  to  sell  lands  held  by  street  commission- 
ers t'«  pay  fir  same,  referred  to  committee  on  judiciary  c  76S-report,  no 
further  action  necessary,  accepted  c  S79 

military  company  :  order  that  petition  of  Wm.  C.  Nugent  et  a/s., 
Ili.it  their  company  may  be  accepted  as  State  militia,  be  approved,  passed 
a  Sj| ;  order  that  petition  of  Mr.  J.  O'Connor  et  51  nts.,  of  So.  Boston, 
be  allowed  to  form  a  militia  company,  etc.,  passed  a  946 

new  quarters  for  armories  in  Boylston  ball:  communication 
from  superintendent  of  public  buildings  transmitting  communication 
from  superintendent  of  Boylston  market  relative  to  removal  of  armories, 
referred  to  committee  on  armories  a  406 

regimental  armory  building  :  order  that  special  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  consider  the  expediency  of  erecting,  etc.,  referred  to  commil 
lee  on  armories  a  779-report,  with  order  in  new  draft,  accepted,  passed 
a  S04,  S93,  ^oi-rclerred  to  special  committee  c  912-report,  discussed 
c  1000,  1007,  assigned  c  1014-passed  c  1027;  communication  from  mayor 
relating  to,  referred  to  committee  on  armories  a  S70-report,  with  order, 
discussed,  passed  a  S94 


Armories  and  Military  Affairs,  continued. 

rifle  range  :   Wm.  M.  Strachan,  petition  for  rifle  range  in  city  limit,  re- 
fused a  13S 
target  practice  :  H.  T.  Rockwell,  petition  in  relation  to  a  241 ;  report, 

with  order  for,  accepted,  passed  a  41 1 
armories  :  order  to  transfer  certain  sum  to  be  used  for  repairing  or  fit- 
ting   up    armories,  referred   to  finance  a  116-report,  with  order   for 
transfer  accepted,  passed  c  204  a  214 

Battery  A:  petition  for  an  allowance  for  fitting  up  new  armory, 
referred  to  superintendent  of  public  buildings  a  22-report  and  order, 
accepted,  passed  a  56;  petition  calling  attention  to  armory  being  unfit 
for  occupancy  a  797;  report  on  petition  in  relation  to  condition  of 
armory,  referred  to  superintendent  of  public  buildings  a  S04;  James 
C.  Tucker,  petition,  iron  grating  in  sidewalk  a  S24~granted  a  S2S 

Ambulance  Corps,  Second  Brigade,  M.V.M. :  petition  for  appro- 
priation a  241 

Co.  A,  Fifth  Reg.,  M.V.M. :  report  of  committee  on  armories  on  order 
of  last  year  to  hire  Congress  hall,  Charlestown,  for  armory,  recom- 
mending passage  of  accompanying  order,  accepted,  passed  a  138; 
referred  to  committee  on  public  buildings  c  i4S-report,  accepted, 
order  passed  c  205 

Co.  A,  Ninth  Reg.,  M.V.M. :  petition  for  appropriation  for  furnishing 
and  altering  armory  a  311  ;  report,  with  order  toallowand  pay  amount 
asked  for,  discussed,  amended,  passed  a  342,  343 

Company  C:  J.  Marion  Moulton,  captain,  petition  for  armory  for 
company  a  4S3 

Co.  C,  Ninth  Reg.,  M.V.M. :  order  to  allow  and  pay  certain  sum  for 
repairing  and  furnishing  armory,  passed  a  2S6 

Co.  C,  First  Reg.,  M.V.M.:  petition,  appropriation  for  repairs  in 
their  armory  a  33S 

Co.  D,  Fifth  Reg.,  M.V.M.:  Captain  Bell,  petition  for  armory  for 
com  pan}'  a  4S3 

Co  D,  Ninth  Reg.,  M.V.M. :  petition,  Capt.  M.J.  McCarthy  for  cer- 
tain sum  for  repairs  and  furnishing  of  armory  c  224-referred  to  com- 
mittee on  armories  a  242 ;  petition  for  appropriation  for  repairs  and 
furnishing  armory  a  240;  petition  to  remove  quarters  a  752-referred  to 
committee  on  public  buildings  a  77S-report  and  order  to  provide 
means,  accepted,  passed  a  S27  c  S40-report  of  finance,  with  order  to 
transfer,  passed  a  S49  c  S61 ;  order  to  hire  Wait's  hall  as  armory,  etc., 
passed  a  930 

Co.  E,  Ninth  Reg.,  M.V.M. :  petition  to  be  provided  with  armory 
a33S;  petition,  appropriation  to  repair  armory  a  743-report,  referred 
to  sup't  public  buildings  a  S04 

Co.  G,  Ninth  Reg.,  M.V.M. :  notice  of  disbandment,  and  that  allow- 
ance for  armory  rent  be  discontinued  a  33S 

Co.  H,  Ninth  Reg.,  M.V.M. :  petition,  appropriation  for  armory  a  51- 
communication  from  sup't  public  buildings  recommending  the  pas- 
sage of  an  order  to  allow  and  pay  certain  sum  for  fitting  up,  order 
passed  a  c6;  report  of  armories  recommending  reference  to  sup't 
public  buildings,  accepted  a  13S 

Co.  L,  First  Reg.,  M.V.M.:  petition  for  an  appropriation  for  furnish- 
ing and  repairing  armory  a  135-granted  a  253  ;  report  that  no  further 
action  be  taken  on  petition  for  appropriation,  accepted  a  543 

Co.  L,  Sixth  Reg.,  M.V.M.:  petition,  appropriation  to  repair  and 
furnish  the  officers'  room  of  their  armory  a  33S-report  with  order,  ac- 
cepted, passed  a  372 

First  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers:  order  to  allow  cer- 
tain sum  for  the  moving  and  fitting-upof  head  quarters,  passed  a253", 
invitation  for  mayor  and  city  council  to  attend  the  review  in  Mechan- 
ics' Building,  May  9,  accepted  a  460;  invitation  to  city  council  to  at- 
tend encampment,  accepted  a  5S5  c  59S 

Signal  Corps,  Second  Brigade,  M.V.M.:  petition,  appropriation 
for  furniture  and  repair  of  armory  a  9SS-granted  a  1095 

Armstrong,  Mary. 

petition,  compensation  personal  injuries  to  son,  refused  a  251  c  257 

Armstrong  and  Ashley  streets. 

improvements  :  petition  to  put  in  proper  condition  a  614 

Armstrong  street. 

revisetl  grades  :  order  to  establish,  passed  a  61S 
Ash  street. 

paving  :  petition  to  pave  with  asphalt  a  4S3 

sidewalk  :  David  O.  Felt,  petition  to  open,  granted  a  314 

Ashburton  place  and  Somerset  street. 

posts:   D.  II.   Cram   &  Co.,  petition  to  erect  temporary  posts,  granted 
a  16S 

Ashford  street. 

edgestones  :  petition  a  614-granted  a  640;  petition  a  776 
stable  :  W.  B.  Allen,  petition  a  33S-granted  a  350-petition  a  983-granted 
a  991 

Ashland  street. 

claim  :  M.  J.  Collins,  petition  extra  work  on  sewer  a  1060 
edgestones  :  petition  a  634- granted  a  693 
lamp  :  Thomas  Brennan,  petition  a  753 

Ashmont  Improvement  Co.  et  69  ah. 

petition  to  pave  with  granite  blocks  or  macadamize  Dorchester  ave.  and 
Argyle  st.  a  135 
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ASHMONT    STREET 


AYERS 


Ashmont  street 

edgestones   and   driveway  :  petition  a  735 
sidewalk  :  petition  a  536-granted  a  593 

Assessors'  Department. 

committee  :  appointed  a  37  c  64 

board  :  J.  S.  Duncklee  and  J.  J.  Murphy,  appointed  a  27-confirmed  a  53 

organization,  etc- :  order  that  committee  be  requested  to  consider  and 
report  if  any  change  is  desirable  in  organization  or  duties  of  department, 
etc.,  referred  to  committee  on  assessors  c  S79 

ordinances  :  order  that  the  committee  on  ordinances  consider  and  re- 
port changes  necessary  in  chap.  21  of  the  Ordinances  of  1SS5,  referred 
to  committee  on  ordinances  a  24-report  and  ordinance,  accepted,  passed 
a  163-discussed,  referred  to  committee  on  assessors'  department  c  1S3- 
report,  ordinance  passed  c  235 

over  valuation  :  communication  from  mayor  calling  attention  to  ad- 
vertisement in  papers  relating  to  and  asking  for  an  investigation, 
discussed  a  S6o,  S70;  referred  to  committee  on  assessors'  department 
a  S70-discussed  c  S79-SS4- referred  in  concurrence  c  SS4;  order  that  com- 
mittee be  requested  to  take  into  consideration  the  assessment  on  personal 
property  in  the  city,  referred  to  committee  on  assessors  c  S79~report  no 
action  necessary  a  929  c  959 

sessions  of  dooming  board  :  order  to  allow  use  of  council  chamber 
and  anteroom,  passed  c  35 

topics  in  mayor's  address  :  referred  c  101  a  106 

valuation  for  five  years  :  communication  from  board  transmitting 
statement  of,  ordered  printed  a  23-referred  to  committee  on  appropria- 
tions c  27 

Assignment  of  Wages.     (See  Ordinances.) 
Assistant  City  Messengers.     (See  Messenger's  Dept.) 
Assistant  Fire  Engineers.     (See  Fire  Dept.) 
Athens  street. 

building  :  Howard  Clapp,  petition  to  erect  a  1060-granted  c  10S5  a  1093 
stable:  French  &  Co.,  petition  a  920-granted  a  933;    Howard   &  Clapp, 
petition  a  1060 

Atherton,  Frederick. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Atherton,  Samuel. 

stable,  Fuller  St..  D.,  petition  a  105-granted  a  137 

Atkins,  Elisha. 

communication  asking  for  lease  of  certain  land,  Sargent's  wharf,  referred 
to  committee  on  East  Boston  ferries  a  20,  21-report  and  order  to  lease, 
etc.,  laid  on  table  a  217-taken  from  table,  minority  report,  discussed 
a  253,  254-assigned  a  254-discussed  a  319,  32c— laid  on  table  a  320; 
taken  from  table,  motion  that  minoritv  report  be  substituted  for 
majority,  discussed  a  379,  3S0,  minority  accepted  a  3S0  c  3S2-order  thai 
order  authorizing  the  execution  of  a  lease  be  and  is  hereby  rescinded, 
discussed,  referred  to  committee  ori  East  Boston  Ferries  a  344-report, 
accepted,  order  passed  a  379  c  3S2 

Atkins  wharf. 

notice  of  hearing  on  petition  of  John  G.  Gilbert  et  als.  for  license  to  main- 
tain a  754 

Atkinson,  W.  P.,  et  als. 

crosswalk,  Centre  St.,  petition  a  401 

Atlantic  avenue. 

cellar  :  Boston  Heating  Co.,  petition  a  725-granted  a  74S 

sewer  :  order  for  hearing  a  637-hearing  a  660-ordered  a  694 

sidewalk  :  petition  a  614-granted  a  S76 

steam-engine  :  Young  &  Wilton,  petition  a  105-granted  a  iSS;  Young 
&  Wilton,  petition  a  161-granted  a  1S9;  Atlantic  Stone  Co.,  petition 
and  order  for  hearing  a  161,  iS5-hearing  a  236-granted  a  272;  H.  &  R. 
Atwood,  petition  a3ii-granted  a  341;  Hallowell  &  Coburn,  granted  a 
372;  Boston  Heating  Co.,  petition  a  S7o-granted  a  925;  Francis  Hath- 
away, petition  a  920-granted  a  934;  J.  C.  Gerlach,  petition  a  946-arranted 
a9S6 

Atlantic  Stone  Co. 

steam-engine,  Atlantic  ave.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  161,  iS5~hear- 
ing  a  236-granted  a  272 


Atlantic  "Works. 

petition  to  erect  building,  Border  St.  a  753-granted  c  S20  a  S24 

Attucks,  Crispus,  et  als..  Monument  to. 

communication  from  mayor  transmitting  petition  of  citizens  in  relation  to 
erection  of  monument,  referred  to  committee  on  common  a  633;  order  to 
have  foundation  and  pedestal  built  and  set  a  764 


Atwood,  F.  A.,   et  als. 

petition  that  parades,  etc.,  of  Salvation  Army  be  prohibited  in  West  End 
a  752 


Atwood,   H.   &  R. 

steam-engine,  Atlantic  ave.,  petition  a  311-granted  a  341 

Atwood,  Lewis  F. 

petition  that  sidewalks  and  crosswalks  in  certain  streets  in  West  Roxbury 
be  put  in  order  a  269 

Atwood,  Lewis  L.  P.,  Councilman,  Ward  23. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed:  committee  on  bridges,  department  for  the  inspection  of 
buildings,  public  parks  c  64,  65  ;  centennial  anniversary  of  the  adoption 
of  the  constitution  c  677 

remarks  :  representation  from  wards  22  and  25  c  91  ;  payment  for  park 
lands  c  96;  investigation  of  bridge  department  c  120;  wooden  build- 
ing c  149;  South-bav  improvements  c  155;  additional  engineers  Broad- 
way bridge  c  226;  McGaragle  claim  c  25S;  McCormick's  estate  c  264; 
draw-tenders'  salaries  c  290,  291;  assistant  clerk  of  committees  c  304: 
So.  Boston  school-house  c  366,  36S,  392-394  ;  Roxburv  high-school  site 
C525;  next  meeting  c  610;  Frog  pond  c  6S2 ;  Martin  claim  c  707  ;  Satur- 
day half-holidays  c  795:  Beacon-hill  reservoir  c  S3S;  Wilson's  estate 
c  SS9;  bridge  appropriation  c  1076 

Atwood  &  Weld  et  als. 

lamps,  Hewlett  St.,  W.R.,  petition  a  932 

Auburn  avenue,  Charlestown. 

lamp  :  H.  X.  Avery  et  als.,  petition  a  712 

Auburn  square. 
lamps  :  Geo.  S.  Jones  et  als.,  petition  a  S70 

Auburn  street,  Charlestown. 
coasting  :  order  to  allow,  passed  a  51 

Auditor.     (See  Accounts.) 
Auld,  A.  Sydney. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  135-confirmed  a  162;  appointed  a  26S-con- 
firmed  a  313 

Austin  Farm. 

order  that  expense  of  institution  be  charged  to  appropriation  for  Home  for 
Paupers,  Long  Island,  discussed,  passed  a  420  c  427:  order  to  abate 
nuisance  caused  bv  drainage,  referred  to  committee  on  public  institu- 
tions c  S5S 

Austin,  Wm. 

sacred  concerts,  Boston  Theatre,  granted  a  216:  Music  Hall  a  776 

Austin,  Wm.  R.,  Estate. 

edgestones,  Victoria  St.,  petition  a  475 

Austin  street,  Charlestown. 

claim  :  Sarah  U.  McLaughlin  petition,  personal  injuries  c  174 

lamp:  Charles  F.  Byairij  petition  to  project  in  front  of  church  a  021- 
granted  a  933 

paving :  order  that  superintendent  of  streets  include  in  estimates  sum 
sufficient  to  pave  with  granite  blocks  and  reset  edsrestones,  referred  to 
committee  on  appropriations  c  144-report  that  order  ought  not  pass, 
accepted  a  iSS  c  194;  order  to  pave  with  granite  blocks  in  Ward  5,  re- 
ferred to  committee  on  appropriations  c  219-report,  no  action  necessarv 
C303  a  31 1 

poles  :  Xew  England  Telegraph  &  Telephone  Co.,  petition  a  1015- 
granted  a  1035 

sewer:  petition  a  536-order  for  hearing  a  590-hearing  a  613-arranted 
a  637 

trees  :  E.  J.  Russell,  order  to  allow  removal,  passed  a  420 

Austin  &  Stone. 

license  for  museum,  Tremont  row,  granted  a  745 

Autumn  street,  West  Roxbury. 

building  :  Wm.  R.  Cavanagh,  petition  to  move  a  614-granted  a  640 
grading,  etc.  :  petition  a  51 

Avery,  George  A. 

building,  Warren  St.,  R.,  petition  a  1016-report  no  action  necessary  a  1035 
c  104S 


Avery,  Horatio  N.,  et  als. 

lamp,  Auburn  ave.,  C,  petition  a  712 

Avery  street. 

coal-boles  :  M.  G.  Clark,  granted  a  277 

Avon  place,  Roxbury. 
sidewalk  :  petition  a  743 

Ayers,  Benj.  F. 
sidewalk,  Forest  St.,  petition  a  401-granted  a  617 
(?) 


B    STREET 


BARRY 


B  street. 

claims  :  Ellen  Sullivan,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  725 
edgestones  :  M.  J.  &  J.  D.  Fitzgerald,  petition  for  abatement  assess- 
ment against  their  estate  a  372-granted  a  407 

Babcock,  James  F. 

appointed  inspector  of  milk  and  vinegar  a  21-confirmed  a  55 

Babcock,  L.  F. 

steam-engine,  Arlington  ave.,  B.,  order  for  hearing  a  724-hearing  a  739- 
granted  a  763 

Babcock,  Samuel  H. 

petition  removal  tree,  Norfolk  St.  a  931 

Babo,  Eugene  W. 

druggist's  mortar,  Treinont  St.,  petition  a  45S-refused  a  479 

Bachler,  F.  Wm. 

fruit  stand,  Franklin  ave.,  petition  a  33S-refused  a  372 

fruit  stand,  Court  St.,  petition  a  401-refused  a  461-in  front  of  court  house, 

granted  a  779 
street  stand,  Court  St.,  petition  a  613-granted  a  643 

Back  Bay  Park. 

claim  :  Boston  &  Roxbury  Mills  Co.,  communication  from  park  com- 
missioners relating  to  settlement  of  claim  for  land  taken,  with  orders, 
referred  to  committee  on  parks  a  923-report  and  orders,  discussed 
a  949,  950-passed  a  949  c  9S2 

Backus,  Ellen  C. 

edgestones,  Ashland  St.,  granted  a  693 

Bacon  Horace,  el  als. 

edgestones  and  gutters,  Fairview  St.,  petition  a  269 

Badger,  E.  B.  &  Son  et  als. 

electric  light,  Pitts  St.,  petition  a  753 

Badger,  Richard  A. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Badges.     (See  Common  Council.) 

Baggage,  Unclaimed.     (See  Different  Railroads.) 

Bagley,  Mary  J. 

petition,  abatement  of  sewer  assessment,  Moore  st.  a3ii-granted  a  350 

Bagley,  Sarah. 

order  to  pay  land  damages  by  extension  of  Bennington  st.  passed  a  720 

Bagnall  &  Loud  Block  Co. 

petition,  steam-engine,  Fulton  St.  a  74-granted  a  iSS;  steam-engine 
Commercial  St.,  petition  a  161-granted  a  iSS 

Bailey,  Andrew  J. 

appointed  city  solicitor  a  2i-as?igncd  a  55-connrmed  a  76 

Bailey,  James  W. 

personal  injuries  and  damages  to  property  Chelsea  St.,  C,  refused  3251 
C257 

Bailey  street. 

building:  Wm.  R.  Cavanagh,  petition  to  move  a  537-granted  a  566 

lamps  :   B.  L.  Page,  petition  a  45S 

stable:     Bernard   F.    Post,    petition    a    735;   J.    V.    Shaffner,  petition 

n  735-granted  a  746 
steam-engine  :  City  of  Boston,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934 

Bainbridge  street. 

coasting  :  petition  of  A.  J.  Browne  et  als.,  asking  to  rescind  permit  for, 
discussed,  passed  a  21,  22 

Baker,  Charles  H. 

petition  and  order  for  hearing,  steam-engine,  Sudbury  St.,  a  920-hearing 
a9S3 

Baker,  Charlotte  A. 

petition  to  be  refunded  sewer  assessment,  Shirley  St.,  refused  a  164  c  174 

Baker,  Edward  H. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 
Baldwin,  Henry. 

petition,  abatement  sewer  assessment,  Guilford  st.  a  5S6;  granted  a  877, 
878 


Baldwin  Place  Home  for  Little  Wanderers. 

petition  to  change  conditions  in  sale  of  land  West  Newton  St.,  referred  to 
committee  on  public  lands  c  nS-report  with  order  to  sell,  accepted, 
passed  a  247  c  261 

Baldwin  street. 

lamps  :  Thomas  O'Connell,  petition  a  920 
Ball,  Wm.  T.  W. 

personal  injuries,  Shawmut  ave.,  petition  a  1S5 

Ballard,  James  M.,  et  als. 

petition,  removal  police  signal-box,  Bennett  st.  a  S23 

Ballard  street. 

lamps  :  John  Egan  el  als.,  petition  a  26S  s  ,;35 

Ballast.     (See  Vessels  and  Ballast.) 
Ballots.     (See  Election.) 
Bamford,  A.  J. 

bay-window,  West  Newton  St.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  535-hear- 

ing  a  5S4;  granted  a  728 
coal-holes,  West  Newton  St.,  petition  a  536-granted  a  567 

Bancroft,  J.  V. 

petition,  license  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  in  Roxbury  a  22-granted  a  407 

Band  Stand.     (See  Common,  etc.) 
Bangs,  Mary  F. 

edgestones,  Carson  St.,  petition  a  311-granted  a  640 

Banks,  Frank  B. 

petition,  compensation  for  loss  of  fowls,  a  920-granted  a  9S7 

Barber,  Edwin. 

steam-engine,  Broadway,  petition  a  633-order  for  hearing  a  661 ;  hearing 
a  711-granted  a  737;  hearing  a  724-granted  a  72S 

Bark.     (See  Weights  and  Measures.) 
Barnard,  D.  H. 

sidewalk,  assessment,  Eliot  St.,  abated  a  1019 
Barnard,  John  P.,  &  Co.,  et  als. 

lamps,  Chardon  St.,  petition  a  753 

Barnard,  Samuel,  Attorney. 

petition  to  renumber  Summer  st.  a  754. 

Barnes,  Celia. 

order  to  pay  land  damages  widening  Norfolk  St.,  D.,  passed  a  168 

Barnes,  George  H. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Barnes,  Israel  M. 

appointed  inspector  of  hay  and  straw  a  212-confirmed  a  242 

Barney,  C.  A. 

stable,  Stanton  ave.,  petition  a  561-granted  a  58S 
Bamum,  P.  T.,  &  Co. 

order  that  permission  be  given  to  use  St.  Botolph  and  Harcourt  sts.,  while 
closed  from  travel,  passed  a  463 

Barque  "Benjamin  Dickerman,"  per  Agent. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  D.  13.  Kelly  ferry-boat  a  98S 

Barrett,  William. 

report  no  action  necessary  on  remonstrance  against  stable  a  694 

Barrie,  Robert. 

order  to  pay  land  damages,  Bennington  St.,  passed  a  674 

Barry,  David. 

appointed  undertaker  a  268-confirmed  a  313 

Barry,  David  F.,  Councilman,  Ward  16. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed:  committee  on  finance,  public  buildings  c  11;  finance,  pub- 
lic buildings  c  65 ;  fourth  of  July  c  32? 

elected  :  president  of  common  council  c  5 

remarks:  opening  address  c  5;  lunch  c  130,  133;  old  Franklin  school- 
house  c  782;  personal  explanation  c  806;  deceased  employe,  sewer  de- 
partment c  815;  question  of  privilege  c  867 

closing  address  :  c  1087,  1088 


(8) 


BARRY 


BAY-WINDOWS 


Barry,  John  R. 

lamps,  Bellevue  terrace,  petition  a  870 

Barry,  Michael. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Barry,  Mrs.  R. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Rand  St.,  petition  a  269-granted  a  693 

Barry,  Simon. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Barry,  Thomas  J.,  et  ah. 

petition,  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  a  S.)2-gTanted  a  877 

Bartlett,  Arthur  J. 

petition,  compensation,  loss  of  fowls  a  34S-granted  a  748 

Bartlett,  Henry  J. 

petition  to  pay  balance  arising  from  tax  sale  estate,  Blue  Hill  ave.  and 
Edgewood  St.,  to  Augustus  Wilkins  a  561-refused  a  6$6  c  656;  petition 
to  pay  balance  arising  from  tax  sale  of  estate,  Dale  St.,  to  Augustus 
Wilkins  a  s6i-refused  a  636  c  656 

Bartlett,  J.  B.  L. 

appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  212-confirmed  a  242;  appointed 
weigher  of  coal  a  26S-confirmed  a  313;  edgestones,  River  St.,  petition 
5S7-granted  a  617 

Bartlett,  Martha  J. 

petition,  compensation  for  loss  of  fowls  a  752 

Bartlett,  Wm.  E. 

petition  for  compensation  for  services  as  inspector  in  city  architect's  de- 
partment, refused  a  217  c  224 

Bartlett  street. 
stable  :  Metropolitan  R.R.  Co.,  petition  a  614-granted  a  671 

Barton,  C.  L. 

sidewalk,  Dudley  St.,  petition  a  712,  931 

Barton  street. 

paving  :  order  to  pave  with  granite  blocks,  passed  a  S02;  petition  a  S42- 
order  for  hearing  a  925-hearing  a  931-granted  a  1063 

Bassett,  Wm. 

petition,  sewer,  Caledonia  St.  a  311;  St.  Paul  St.,  petition  a  4S3 ;  lamps, 
Caledonia  and  St.  Paul  sts.,  petition  a  823;  steam-engines,  Caledonia  St., 
petition  a  S42-granted  a  877 ;  steam-engine,  St.  Paul  St.,  petition  a  842- 
granted  a  S77 

Batavia  street. 
extension  :  Ira  L.  Moore  et  ah.,  petition  a  105 ;  report  of  committee  on 
streets  recommending  reference  to  street  commissioners  a  164  c  174 

Batchelder,  George  A. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Batchelder,  J.  B. 

steam-engine,  Washington  St.,  petition  a  945-granted  a  986 

Batchelder  street. 

edgestones  :   J.   Gorman, 
granted  a  340 


petition   for  abatement   assessment    a   214- 


Battis,  Geo.  R. 

stable,  Gladstone  st.,  petition  a  753-granted  a  777 
Battle  of  Gettysburg.  (See  Licenses.) 
Baxter,  Alonzo  T. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Baxter,  E.  F. 

order  to  abate  sewer  assessment,  Washington  St.,  B.,  and  reassess  on  per- 
son named,  passed  a  344 

Baxter  street. 

edgestones  and  sidewalks  :  petition  a  536 

land  :  Ellen  McDonnell,  petition  to  be  paid  for  land  taken  by  city,  re- 
fused a 13S  c 14S 

Bay  State  Iron  Co. 

petition  to  erect  building 


East  Fourth  st.  a  725 


Batchelder  &  Lincoln. 

petition  to  construct  passageway,  Leather  sq.  a  871-granted  a  951 

Bateman,  Mrs.  C,  et  ah. 

petition  to  allow  coasting  on  Allston  St.,  C.  a  51 

Bates,  L.  B.,  et  ah. 

petition,  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  a  135-granted  a  137 

Bath-houses.  (See  Health.) 
Battery  A.  (See  Armories.) 
Battery  street. 

building :  order  to  revoke  permit  granted  to  owner  of  building  in  proc- 
ess of  erection,  etc.,  discussed,  referred  to  committee  on  inspection  of 
buildings  c  S3i-report,  accepted,  passed  c  SS8  a  S92 

"widening  :  order  that  street  commissioners  consider  expediency  of,  re- 
ferred to  committee  on  streets  c  So-report,  no  action  necessary  c  155 
a  161  ;  order  that  street  commissioners  include  in  estimates  sum  suffi- 
cient to  widen,  referred  to  committee  on  appropriations  c  80-report,  no 
action  necessary  a  1S8  c  194 

Battis,  G.  F.,  et  ah. 

electric  light,  Winthrop  Junction,  petition  a  662 


Bay  State  Safe  Deposit  and  Trust  Co. 

petition  to  excavate  basement,  Boylston  st.  a  45S-granted  a4So 

Bay  State  Trust  Co. 

steam-engine,  Boylston  St.,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934 

Bay- Windows. 

Blue  Hill  ave.  :  Edward  Reynolds,  hearing  a  775-granted  a  S29;  L.  W. 
&  H.  F.  Morse,  hearing  a  797,  S43-^ranted  a  S49 

Boylston  st.  :  Adams  Real  Estate  Trust,  petition  and  order  for  hearing 
a  776-hearing  a  S22-granted  a  S49 

C  ST. :  Thomas  Cuddihy,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  622-hearing 
a  71  i-granted  a  719 

Carver  st.  :  A.  D.  Collins,  granted  a  13S 

Centre  st.  :  M.  Sullivan,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  752-hearing 
a  775-granted  a  82S ;  Wm.  Rooney,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  9S9- 
hearing  a  iooS-granted  a  1035  ;  M.  F.  Dolan,  petition  and  order  for  hear- 
ing a  9So-hearing  a  iooS-granted  a  1035 

Dokchester  ave.:  Wm.  Jenkins,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  945- 
hearing  a  9SS-granted  a  101S 

Dudley  St.  :  Wm.  H.  Frye,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  105-hearing 

a  !57-granted  a  2S2 
Exeter  ST. :  Henrv  C.  Haven,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  562-hear- 

ing  a  613-granted  a  669 
Henley  ST. ."  J.  B.  Mc.N'amara,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  744-hear- 

ing  a  751-granted  a  77S;  P.  O.  Riordan,  order  for  hearing  a  S92-hearing 

a  931-granted  a  950 
Huntington   ave.  :    Geo.   W.   Taylor,  petition   and    order  for  hearing 

a  945-hearing  a  9S3~granted  a  9S6 
Lenox  ST. :  T.  Connelly,   petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  34S-hearing. 

401-granted  a  411 
Longwood  AVE. :  Geo.  Mack,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  4S2-hear- 

ing  a  561-refused  a  74S   ;  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  776-hearing 

a  S22-granted  a  933 
Main  st.  :  Lydston   &  Wiggin,  petition   and   order  for  hearing  a  4S2- 

hearing  a  534-granted  a  5S8 
Marion  ST.,  C. :  C.  M.  Hunter,  petition  and    order  for  hearing  a  744- 

hearing  a  75i-granted  a  761 
Marlboro'  st.  :  J.  B.  Billings,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a402-hear- 

;-ng  a  47S-granted  a  543 
Mason  st.  :   George  tera  hearing  a  345-granted  a  460 
Maywood  st.  :  Owen  Nawn,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  842-hearing 

a  890 
N  ST.:  Holbrook  &  Harlow,  order  for hearingaS92-hearinga93t-granted 

a  950 
Park    ST.    C. :    P.  O'Riorden,  petition   and   order  for   hearing  a   1016- 

hearing  a  1033-granted  a  1063 
Paul  St.  :  A.  D.  Collins,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  752-hearing 

a  775-refused  a  897 
Roxbury  ST. :  G.  A.  &  S.  W.  Brackett,  petition  and  order  for   hearing 

a  161-hearing  a  236-granted  a  27S 
School  st.  :  George  Morris,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  33S-hearing 

a  345-granted  a  411 
Shawmut  AVE. :  Asher  Ratshesky,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  744- 

hearing  751-refused  a  S05 
Shirley"  st.  :  Henry  B.  Stratton,  order  for  hearing  a  724-hearing  a  734- 

granted  a  74S 
Soley'  ST. :  Robert  R.  Wiley,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  4S2-hearing 

a  S34-Sranted  a  5^6 
Staniford  ST.:  Mary  A.  Bisbeerf  a/s.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing 

a  136-hearing  a  iS5-granted  a  342;  Geo.  YV.  Nason,  petition  and  order 

for  hearing  a  402-hearing  a  475-granted  a  40S 
Sullivan  ST.,  C. :    Patrick  J.  Donovan,  petition  and  order  for  hearing 

a    1033-hearing  a    1060-granted   a    1063;    E.    A.  George,  remonstrance 

against  a  1060 
Tremont  ST. :  Geo.  Fera,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  26S;    Wm.    S. 

Butler  &  Co.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  310-hearing  a  337-refused 

a  351 ;  Mrs.  B.  E.  Hastings,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  535-hear- 

ing  a  5S4-granted  a  637 
Washington  ST.,  D. :  J.  Talbot,  petition  and   order  for  hearing  a  1016- 

hearing  a  1033-1060-granted  a  1003 
Washington  st.,  W.  R. :  A.  Myers,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  161- 
hearing  a  206-granted  a  252 
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Bay-Windows,  continued. 

West  Xewtox   st.  :   Edwin   B.   Horn,  petition  and  order  for  hearing 

a  4S2-hearini£  a  561-granted  a  637 ;  order  for  hearing-  a  617-hearing"  a  660- 

granted  a  72$;  A.J.  Bamford,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  535-hear- 

ing  a  5S4-granted  a  72S 
Westminster  st.  :   Timothy  Connolly,  petition   and  order  for  hearing 

a  920-hearing  a  045-granted  a  0S6 

Bayley,  W.  B. 

appointed  surveyor  of  marble,  freestoue,  and  granite  a  45S-confirmed 
a  477 

Beach   street. 

closing  :  Boston  and  Providence  R.R.  Co.,  petition  a  4S3,  4&4-arranted 

a  499 
tree  :  C.  E.  Russell,  petition  to  trim  a  691-granted  a  o$9 
steam-engine  !  Bark  Manufacturing  Co.,  granted  a  SyO. 

Beachmont  avenue. 

grading  :  ordered  a  747 

Beacon  Hill. 

prevention  of  fires  :  order  that  superintendent  of  streets  make  ar- 
rangements for  clearing  snow  from  Temple,  Derne,  and  Beacon  sts.,  to 
facilitate  operation  of  tire  department  in  case  of  tire,  passed  c  Si-referred 
to  committee  on  paving  a  10S 

Beacon  Hill  Reservoir  Lot. 

order  to  appoint  special  committee  to  ascertain  and  report  what  arrange- 
ments can  be  made  with  the  state  for  the  sale  to  it  of  the  reservoir  fot, 
and  for  grading  the  streets  in  vicinity,  and  what  legislation  is  necessary 
therefor:  passed,  committee  appointed  c  11  a  23  c  66;  report  of  finance 
on  communication  from  water  board,  asking  for  compensation  on 
account  of  the  sale  of,  referred  to  the  special  commitee  on  the  disposal 
of  reservoir  site  a  112  c  119;  order  for  committee  to  report  in  print, 
passed  c  547  a  563:  message  from  mayor  transmitting  communication 
trom  architect,  asking  to  be  relieved  from  further  charge,  referred  to 
committee  on  reservoir  lot  a  534  :  resolve  that  the  citv  council  has  for- 
borne to  sell  the  reservoir  lot  only  from  a  belief  that  the  interests  of  the 
commonwealth  and  city  council  would  be  best  protected  by  such  action, 
discussed  c  600-602-passed  c  602  a  614;  majority  and  minority  reports  on 
(C.  D.  96)  witli  orders  c  So6-Soo-assigned  c  Soo-discussed  c  S33-S39- 
three  orders  and  amendments,  passed  c  $30;  discussed  a  S43  &45~laid  on 
table  a  S45-discussed  c  Soo,  S6i-passed  c  S61  a  S71. 

Beacon  Oil    Co. 

railroad  tracks,  Bremen  St.,  petition  a  cSj-order  for  hearing  a  ioiS-hearing 
a  ioSo-granted  a  10S9 

Beacon  street,  City  Buildings.     {See  Buildings,  Public.) 
Beacon  street. 

claims  :  ]ohn  O.  Shaw  et  ate.,  petition,  damages  by  raising  grade  a  269; 
report  of  committee  on  claims,  referred  to  committee  on  paving  a  341 
c  355-order  to  pay  John  O.  Shaw,  Samuel  G.  Shaw,  Elizabeth  S.  Mel- 
ville,  srade  damages,  passed  a  407 

coal-liole  :  E.  T.  Eldridge,  petition  a  S24-granted  a  S46 

filling  :  order  to  completc1  passed  a  73S 

grade  damages  :  E.  Knight,  petition  a  2!4-granted  a  567;  order  to  pay 
Benjamin  Goddard,  and  H.  M.  &  T.  Wigglesworth,  land  damages, 
passed  a  951 

renumbering:  J.  D.  Williams,  trustee,  et  ate.,  petition  a  1033 

sidewalk  :  petition  a  401-granted  a  462;  petition  a  5$6-granted  a  617; 
petition  a  743-granted  a  762;  petition  a  920-granted  a  933 

stable  :  Charles  Head,  petition  a  371-granted  a  410;  John  H.  Sturgis, 
petition  a  743-granted  a  75S :  H.  H.  Fay.  petition  a  753-granted  a  777 

steam-engtne  :  Mrs.  E.  S.  Eldredge,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934;  H. 
A.  Whitney,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934;  Sarah  W.  Storey,  petition 
a  920 

tracks  :  Suburban  Street  R.R.  Co.,  alteration  tracks,  order  for  hearing 
a  So3-hearing  a  SoS.Soo-retused  aS97;  West  End  Street  R.R. ,  relocation 
tracks,  granted  a  So3-withdrawn  a  S92 

widening  :  order  that  expense  of  widening  be  charged  to  appropriation 
for  Beacon  St.  and  Brookline  ave.,  for  raising  grade,  passed  a  141-dis- 
cussed,  referred  to  committee  on  streets  c  i4S-report  in  favor  accepted, 
passed  c  205;  communication  from  street  commissioners  relative  to, 
with  resolve  and  order  and  schedule  of  damages,  laid  on  table  and 
ordered  printed  a  313:  taken  from  table  and  resolve,  and  order  passed 
a  344-discussed  c  355,  356-passed  c  356;  order  that  street  commissioners 
be  requested  to  report  expense,  assigned  c  3Si-discussed.  passed  c  400 
a  406-report  c  505  a  537;  order  to  pay  H.  M.  Whitney,  Win.  R.  Law- 
rence, Emily  E.  Sears,  West  End  Land  Co.,  devisees  of  Amos  A. 
LawTence,  damages,  passed  a  4S1  ;  order  for  street  commissioners  to 
report  expense  and  expediency  of  taking  land  for  the  purpose  of  widen- 
ing, etc.,  passed  c  570  a  ;'vS-vot^  reconsidered  and  referred  to  com- 
mittee on  streets  a  023-report  referred  to  finance  a  66S;  order  to  take 
land,  etc.,  indefinitely  postponed  ao92-referred  to  next  government  C995- 
adhered  to  former  action  a  100S;  order  to  transfer  from  library  building, 
Dartmouth  st.  to,  referred  to  finance  c  655,  656;  order  to  widen  between 
Tremont  st.  and  Mt.  Vernon  St.,  with  order  to  take  land,  discussed, 
referred  to  committee  on  streets  c  655,  656;  report  on  order  to  widen 
accepted,  order  indefinitely  postponed  a  1010-referred  to  finance  c  1013; 
report  on  order  to  take  land,  discussed  a  S47-indefinitely  postponed 
a  S7t,  S72-referred  to  committee  on  judiciary  c  b77~report  no  action  nec- 
essary c  1012-discussed  c  1024,  1025,  accepted  c  1025-referred  to  finance 
c  io4S-report  no  action  necessary  a  1066-referred  to  next  government 
c  1072-indefinitely  postponed  a  1094 


Beal.  Henry,  jr. 

lamps  :  Mt.  Vernon  St.,  W.  R.,  petition  a  724 

Beale,  J.  H. 
petition,  sewer,  Turtle  ave.  a  371 

Bean,  B.F.,  and  E   E.  Richards. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  George  st.  and  Huckins  ave.,  petition  a  931 
Beane.  B.  F.,  et  ah. 

lamp.  South  Worthington  St.,  petition  a  4S} 
sidewalk,  Dennis  St.,  petition  a  562-granted  a  929 

Beaumont  street. 

lamps  :  A.  H.  Stearns,  petition  a  S91 

stable  :  A.  H.  Stearns,  petition  a  311-granted  a  342 

steam-engine  :  S.  G.  King,  granted  a  S96 

Beck,  Caroline  A. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Franklin  St.,  petition  a  754 
stable,  Braintree  St.,  petition  a  S9i-granted  a  925 

Beck.  Charles  O. 

petition  to  build,  Franklin  St.,  B.,  a  311 :  refused  a  373  c  3S1 ;  petition  to 
build,  Franklin  st.  a  402-granted  c  560  a  562 

Beck  street. 

lamp  :  Otto  Stucklen  et  a/s.,  petition  a  753 

Becker,  John. 

steam-engine,  Hartford  St.,  petition  a  241 ;  order  for  hearing  a  562-hearing 
a  631-granted  a  672 ;  refused  a  951 

Beckler,  Daniel  W. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  East  Third  St.,  petition  a  S91 

Beckman  &  Punchard. 

petition  to  be  paid  bill  against  Water  Board  a  921-referred  to  committee 
on  water  a  94$  c  960 

Bedford  street. 

claims  :    Benjamin   K.  Bliss,  petition,  personal  injuries  a  475-granted 

a  =,02  c  602 
numbering  :  renumbering  ordered  a  S76 
steam-engine  :  Chas.  S.^Haley,  granted  a  S96 

Beech  Street. 

stable  :  Abraham  Brandli,  petition  a  945-granted  a  9S6 

Beecher,  Luther  F.,  et  ate. 

lamp,  Phillips  St.,  petition  a  743 

Beeching,  R. 

petition  to  lay  steam-pipe  No.  Centre  St.  a  269-permit  rescinded  a  344 

Beeching,  R..  &  Co. 

steam-engine,  Blackstone  St.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  52-hearing 
a  133-report,  no  action  necessary  a  iSS 

Beef,  Weighers  of.    {See  Weights  and  Measures.) 
Beiler,  Mary  C. 

petition  to  refund  portion  assessment  on  account  of  Maine  park  a  931-re- 
ferred  to  committee  a  94S  c  960-referred  to  next  government  c  10S6. 

Belcher's  lane. 

pavement :  petition  to  relay  a  691 

Belgard,  Philip. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Bell,  A.  D. 

petition,  granite  blocks  in  sidewalk,  Chambers  st.  a  S~i-granted  a  S96. 

Bell,  John. 

petition,  persona!  injuries  to  son  by  defective  scat  on  Public  Garden  a  371- 
refused  a  49S  c  507 

Bell,  Wm.  G.  &  Co. 

petition,  plank  walk  a  S71 

Bellamy,  Francis,  et  ah. 

petition  to  remove  tree,  Dearborn  st.  a  775 

Bellevue  street. 

closing  :   Boston  &  Providence  R.R.  Co.,  petition  a  45S-report,  accepted 

a  4So-granted  a  4$4. 
edgestones  :  petition  a  372. 
steam-engine  :  W.J.  Windram,  petition  a  661 ;  R.  G.  Morris,  granted 

a9S6 
tree  :  Mrs.  M.  E.  Palmer,  petition,  removal  a  535 


(10) 


BELLEVTJE    TERRACE 


21?:. 


Bellevue  Terrace. 

lamps  : 

atabl  e  :      '  M    Mc  petitk  a  a  601-21  JH 

a  -  "  "."-"- 

steam-enaine  :  S-M.  Mel  efl    peti  ata  a  >:.a 

Bellows  A.  J..  Hetr3  of. 

petition  to  be  refunded  '  betterment  assessment 

I  -referred  to  next  government  c 

Belmont  square. 

drinkinsz-fonntain  :   order  requesting 

:~._r  32  -  '-      ' 

report  recommending  refeie  -  J77 

Belmont  street 

electric  lisrht :  Walter  If.  ---/.. 

stable 

Belvidere  street. 

lamp*  :  W.  D.  Vina!  rf  air.,  pet: 
sewer :  petition 

Benedict  John  G-. 

b    gg  Chandler  sfc,  petition  ■':■;.--;- 

Benedict  "77m. 

lamp  Mai 

Benedict  street  Charlestown. 

edeertones  and  gutters  :  ordered  a    - 

laying  ont  and  eiiendin;:  order  to  paj  Moses  G.  and 

3 
ring,  passed 
nes;  sjes,  passed 


Benson  John,  «: 

I 

Benf  Joel"W. 
appointed  w  signer 

Berkeley  street  Chnrch  Society. 

Steam  -  -■;  ■  .  . .  .  - 

Berkeley  street. 

Steaafe-eagtae  :    Be  ico8 

Eerlin  3treet. 

fence  s  Boston 
^  tab. 

land :    fames    McC 

- 

-   :205  a  2:5 

Berry.  G.  T..  <= : 

■  •        - 

Berry  street 

buil'liu  i'  '    - 

lamps  :   r  .  a  .  .'. 
SrraTel  bank  :  conrr 

'  from   .  relating 

re ."   ■■•    .  .  {-order 

plank: -walk  :  -  V.: 


Eersig,  Anna  M. 
Berwick  park. 

and  place  lantern  . .  -        clatm.%:H 

rxracket  iamp,  Parmecter    :    .;■.-_-.--..-.  estatea- 

exten-iorn  s  W.  C 

■ 
i 

Bennett  Almrra  TJ.  _.  .,     ,  _  __ 

Bickford.  Harry  EL 

:.  ■  ■    ■ .  '  .-.    2  "  -  j 


Benevolent  Fraternity  of  Churches. 


Benjamin  Pope  School.        .5  e«  Schools.) 


rnent,  Line  !  .  ;mer_ta^6-grs 


Bennett  James  H. 

snen  r_.  petition  a  533-grante 

Bennett  Joseph. 

steam-engine,  Union  =a-,  Brighton,  petition  a  <j 


.  _  ~  -  - 


Bennett  Joshua,  Heirs,  62"  c&. 

sewer   Barton  st,  petition  .  5f2 

Bennett  Mary  G. 

order  to  abate  s:i± — al&  assessment,  HUiiGml  =a..  passed  a  ::_i 

Bennett  SchooL      'i«=  S 
Bennett  street. 

paving  ;  petit  .'-.■■::.-■: 

: .  ..    7      a ..-.  granite  bloc 


Bennett  street  Brighton. 

grad  e  s  or  1  77.7 

uwer  :  order  for  hearaa^  a  aac— aea   -    7"  -  "; .— :71777a  i  -    . 

Bennington  street. 

claim  :  J.  P.  i  A.  F.  Ryder,  :t:rJ  r..  personal   nrjories  1  S3S-refcsed    Billings.  J.  B 


Bickford  street  Rozbury. 

Tinildina  :  J.  _  corg-grarrffrl  i  :_;-  : 

stable:  0 — :_  77":  lw.2  a.  rcto 

Bicknell,  T..  7-;  . 

.  7  aaa  -aa  17  .  •  -     :     '..'■/. 

Bicknell  Thomas  P 

Bic^e-l   I:;ra5=  "77. 
sewer,  v  -  ■   •  . 

alar..-  .     -  ■    "  Lroro 

Bills  against  the  City.  Priatmg  of        !  se  Pria  -      i 

-  iQ  --"-  ■ 


Bills  to  be  Itemiz  s  d 

:    -7  !  to   aaaaa 

B:. lings.  D.  L. 


edje-tont*.  jntters.  andmacaiiamiiins'.  ordered  a  -_- 
extending:   -.rier  ::    pay  7a: —  as    -aa. 

.  5.  Bag  .  .  -  ::7  a  -- ; 


bay-window    Mar       -  z  and  or 


aaa-r.  a-  --    n^-aear.ra 


trarying-gronnrl  :    -.-.-.-  s  e:t. 

proving  the  :  -rferrad    .:    aainaairzes    a  1:- 


staole  : 


1   '  -~- 


jate  aa 
ecessary    >ce 


Binney.  C.  J.,  e4 

7;   sE  be  MTEEpti 

propriatxons           j  .D . 

laying  out  and  tridenins:   aratr  :;   pay                                 ._  -  Peter  EII-lle;    Street. 

Kerr,  land             .             ssed  1674  accepting,  etc.  :   a  eta 
macadamizing  and  sidewalk*  :  7    aa           -- 
pacing:   EJrder  reqnestingr  snf                                reets  to  pare  — iaa  gr 

=    referred  : .  ::  a  Snd 

sewer  :    pet                ."-      let  for&earmg    -  gjQ-aeaziHg;  a   5:7.— :ra;raa  Eipp.   Anna  TVT 

.  ■■    -  .  -  ;  .-"  Ansel        .  je  _j__ _  7  .  7 -■_    x.-  —    __m 

-       .  -  _  ^  _      -  --  ^ry~-  -    -  7-  7  77  .     _7-    .-7       7---      77    7    .  : :_ 

::i:a:a.   a   3  "  -  a:       a:...::..  -  5  "  - 

;-;.-.-..  assessmem       .    .  smeat, assess-    Bird.  Anna  and  Sarah. 

:a  a  Cesneterj  a  7  : .  a.: a 

a :r.:    assessment   -   -  a       Sax        -  -  eaaai:.    1 :  .   :.    1    p 

petMoi;  -■■■-■     a  i  :a7-a7:aa.aa  rjg : 

stable  r  Joe  ra^-granfied  --  - 

iteam-engine  :  R.  K:  .      ■     .   -  .    _      aata  1  :£: 


Bird.  Ebenezer. 


» 


BIRD 


BOLTON   STREET 


Bird,  Lewis  J. 

sidewalk,  Warren  St.,  R.,  petition  a  Soi-granted  a 933 

Bird,  W.  S.,  et  ah. 

petition  that  new  streets  running  from  Ashley  ave.  and  Gladstone  St.  be 
accepted  a  797 

Bird  street. 

relocation:  order  to  pay  Amanda  P.  Vaughan  land  damages,  passed 
a  779;  order  to  pay  Joseph  H.  Riley  land  damages,  passed  a  779;  order 
to  pay  James  E.  Oilman  et  al.  land  damages,  passed  a  S53 

Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths.     (Sec  Registrar's  Depart- 
ment.) 

Bisbee.  Mary  A.,  et  ah. 

bay-window,  Staniford  St.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  136-hearing 
a iS5-granted  a  342 

Bishop,  M.  J.,  et  ah. 

petition,  use  of  Faneuil  hall  a  135-granted  a  137 

Bismarck  street,  West  Roxbury. 

steam-engine  :  Haffenrefter  &  Co.,  petition  a  241-granted  a  273 

Black,  David. 

personal  injuries,  Eastern  ave.,  refused  a  164  c  174 

Blacker  &  Shepard. 

stable,  Albany  St.,  petition  a  S42-granted  a  S77 

Blackstone  street. 

steam-engine:  R.  Beeching  &  Co.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing 
a  52-hearing  a  135-report,  no  action  necessary  a  iSS 

Blair,  Isaac,  &  Co. 

petition  to  move  wooden  building,  Simmons  St.  a  S42-granted  a  S76 
petition  to  move  building,  John  A.  Andrew  St.  a  1033-granted  a  1035 

Blaisdell,  Mark  A. 

petition  to  be  paid  balance  tax  sale  of  estate,  Chelsea  Court,  E.  B.  a  S92 

Blake,  Christopher. 

edgestones,  Winthrop  St.,  petition  a  372-granted  3408 
sidewalk,  Winthrop  St.,  granted  a  543 

Blake,  Geo.  F.,  Manufacturing  Co. 

steam-engine,  Federal  St.,  petition  a  105,  161-granted  a  1S9 

Blakemore,  John  E.,  et  ah. 

petition,  sewer,  Brown  ave.  a  74 

petition,  sewer,  in  Brook  and  Florence  sts.,  W.R.  a  135 

petition  to  provide  play-ground,  Roslindale  a  535-granted  a  591  c  6S6 

petition  to  pave  gutters,  Sherwood  st.  a  735 

petition,  sewer,  Prospect  ave.,  W.R.  a  743 

Blanchard,  Abijah. 

petition  to  erect  building,  Call  St.  a  26S-granted  a  351  c  361 
stable,  Call  St.,  petition  a  269-granted  a  313 

Blatt,  Charles  P. 

petition,  license  for  museum  and  aquarium,  Washington  St. a  752-granted 
a  803 

Bleiler,  F.,  et  ah. 

petition  to  grade  and  put  in  order  Field  st.  a  214 

Bliss,  Benjamin  K. 

personal  injuries,  Bedford  St.,  petition  a  475-granted  a  592  c  602 

Blockades.     (See  Street  Railroads.) 
Blodgett,  Charles  H.,  et  ah. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Magnolia  St.,  petition  a  536 

Blodgett,  W.  C. 

license,  Dudley-st.  Opera  House,  granted  a  949 

Blodgett,  Warren  R. 

sewer,  A  St.,  petition  a  662 

Blossom,  W.  A.,  ct  al. 

bond  as  constable,  approved  a  825 


Blue  Hill  avenue. 

bay-window  Edward  Reynolds,  hearing  a  775-granted  a  S29;  L.  W. 
&  H.  F.  Morse,  order  for  hearing  a  797,  843-granted  a  S49 

buildings  :  A.  M.  Richards,  moving  granted  a  762 ;  Wm.  R.  Cavanagh, 
petition  to  move  a  754-granted  a  77S;  M.  J.  Mullen,  petition  to  erect 
a  776-granted  c  S20  aS24;  Hugh  Nawn,  petition  to  erect  a  797-granted 
c  S20  aS24 

claim:  Henry  J.  Bartlett,  petition  to  pay  balance  tax  sale  of  estates  to 
Augustus  Wilkins  a  561-refused  a  636  c  656;  Chester  F.  Sanger,  petition 
to  be  paid  balance  tax  sale  of  estate  a  S23-granted  a  895  c  903 ;  Eliza 
Floyd's  heirs  petition,  land  damages,  referred  to  committee  on  sewers 
a  9S6  c  995 

coasting  ;  order  to  allow,  passed  a  52 

curbstone  :  petition  a  735 

edgestones  :  petition  a  735-granted  a  747,  802 

druggist's  mortar  :  Geo.  P.  Hopkins,  granted  a  252 

edgestones  and  sidewalk:  petition  a  536  granted  a  566;  petition 
a  735-granted  a  802 :  petition  a  S24 

paving  :  order  that  superintendent  of  streets  include  in  estimates  a  sum 
sufficient  to  pave  with  granite  blocks,  referred  to  committee  on  appro- 
priations c  S7~report  that  order  ought  not  pass,  accepted  a  iSS  c  194 

sewer  :  petition  a  34S-order  for  hearing  a  377-hearing  a  401 ;  order  for 
hearing  a  462 

stables:  C.  Young,  petition  a  iS^-granted  a  216;  H.  Nawn,  petition 
a  214-granted  a  253 

steam-engine:  J.  Hendrie  &  Bro.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing 
a  562-hearing  a  631-granted  a  672 ;  L.  W.  &  H.  F.  Morse,  petition  a  1089 

tree  :  P.  H.  Kerrigan,  petition  removal  a  33S-granted  a  350 

watering  :  A.  J.  Tibbetts  et  als.,  petition  a  372 

Blume,  Andreas. 

order  to  pay  land  damage,  extension  of  Humboldt  ave.,  passed  a  56;  stable, 
Prentiss  St.,  petition  a93i-withdrawn  a  991 

Blume,  Andreas,  Councilman,  Ward  11. 

qualified:  page  2 

appointed  :  committee  to  revise  rules  and  orders  of  common  council 
c  5  ;  rules  and  orders  of  city  council  c  6;  assessors,  architects,  claims, 
common  and  public  grounds,  joint  rules  and  orders,  rules  and  orders 
c  64-66;  fourth  of  July  c  325  ;  funeral  ex-mayor  Albert  Palmer  c  533 

elected  :  manager  of  Old  South  association  a  24,  25  c  27 

remarks:  contested  election  c  6;  park  loan  c  7,  8;  badges  c  11;  civil- 
ities to  distinguished  visitors  c  12,  13;  eight-hour  law  c  2S,  29;  contested 
election,  Ward  15  c  34,  3S;  Ward  4,  contested  election  c  44;  Dudley-st. 
school  c  50;  carriages  for  officers  and  reporters  c  60;  annual  expendi- 
tures c  61,  62  ;  claim  of  Hannah  Abbott  c  119, 120;  investigation  of  board 
of  police  c  123,  124;  wooden  building  c  149;  fire-department  buildings 
c  150,  151;  police  salaries  c  152;  transfers  of  sinking-fund  c  172;  em- 
ployment of  police  during  the  strike  c  1S2;  salaries  in  inspection  of 
buildings  department  c  1S4;  hand-cart  peddling  c  193  ;  elevator  city  hall 
c  196;  engine  no.  6  c  201 ;  Back-Bay  park  betterments  c  235;  assistant 
clerk  of  commitees  c  293;  permanent  basis  for  paving  department  c  297; 
McGaragle  claim  c  300,  301;  civil-service  examinations  c  329;  new 
school-house,  So.  Boston  c  333,  334,  362-365,  390,  395,  397;  occupation  of 
streets  for  building  purposes  c  334, 335  ;  old  Franklin  school-house  c  387; 
appropriation  bili  c  452;  Walpole-st.  school-house  c  46S;  charges  for 
railroad  franchises  c  471 ;  Roxbury  high-school  site  c  471,  472,  519-521 ; 
salary  of  cemetery  commissioners  c  510-512;  half-holiday  on  Saturdays 
C514;  entertainment  of  Hon.  Wm.  O'Brien  c  553;  Marine  park  better- 
ments c  577,  57S;  question  of  privilege  c  646-64S;  remarks  in  relation  to 
certain  false  statements,  ordered  printed  c  64S;  supplementary  appro- 
priation bill  c  679,  6S0;  carriages  for  fourth  of  July  c  6SS;  Worcester-sq. 
fence  c  700;  Martin  claim  c  706,  707;  West-st.  entrance  to  the  common 
C767;  Frank  Jones,  claim  c  S20;  overvaluation  of  property  c  SS2,  883; 
sewers,  East  Boston  c  997;  Chap.  31,  Ordinances  c  1003;  city  buildings 
c  1071,  1072;  incidental  and  contingent  bills  c  1073;  bridge  appropria- 
tion c  1077;  claim,  Ninth  st.  c  10S5  ;  closing  proceedings  c  10S6,  10S7 

Board  of  Aldermen.     (See  Aldermen,  Board  of.) 
Board  of  Public  "Works.     (Sec  Public  Works.) 
Bockus,  Ellen  C. 

edgestones,  Ashland  St.,  petition  a  634 

Bodwell  street. 

edgestones  :  Jane  B.  Lapham,  petition  to  abate  assessment  a  74-granted 
a  162 

Bohannan,  Daniel. 

order  to  pay  grade  damages  occasioned  by  revised  grade  of  Saratoga  St., 
discussed  a  695,  696-passed  a  728 

Bohndell,  Magdalena  C. 

stable,  Westville  St.,  petition  a  459-granted  a  479 

Bolster  street. 

lamps  :  A.  Cassidy  et  als.,  petition  a  S42 
tree  :  Andrew  Cassidy,  petition,  removal  a  241 

Bolton  street. 

claim  :  order  to  pay  Willard  Welsh  certain  sum  for  defective  tax  deed  of 

estate,  referred  to  committee  on  claims  a  1010 
edgestones  :  petition  a  536-granted  a  556 
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BONDS 


BOSTON   THREAD    &   TWINE   CO. 


Bonds. 

committee  :  appointed  a  57 

city  clerk  :  Augustus  N.  Sampson,  petition  that  the  official  bond  given 
by  him  as  city  clerk  be  cancelled  a  22 

Bonfire,  June  16. 

order  that  license  be  granted  to  Cornelius  Callahan  to  make  a  bonfire, 
passed  a  623 

Bootblacks.     (See  Licenses.) 
Booth,  John. 

petition  to  construct  drain,  Leyden  St.,  granted  a  314 

Boothman,  Abraham. 

head-light,  Weston  St.,  petition  a  oS3~granted  a  toiS 

Bord  street. 
sidewalk  :  petition  a  536 

Border  street. 

building  :  John  Soley,  petition  to  move  a  402-granted  a  401 ;  Herman 
Drake,  petition  to  erect  a  476-granted  c  560  a  562 ;  Geo.  McQuesten  & 
Co.,  petition  to  erect  a  743-report  no  action  necessary,  accepted  a  77S 
c  7S4 ;  Thomas  Gray  &  L.  W.  Clark,  petition  to  erect  a  753  c  S20- 
granted  a  S27  c  S39;  Atlantic  Works,  petition  to  erect  a  753-granted 
c  820  a  S24;  Joseph  M.  Towle,  petition  to  erect  a  753-granled  c  S20  a  824; 
G.  F.  Damon,  report  no  action  necessary  a  827  c  S32 ;  John  Haley,  mov- 
ing granted  a  1035 

bulkhead  :  James  Porter,  petition  a  51-granted  a  114 

claim:  Charles  McDonald,  petition,  compensation,  damages  to  prop- 
erty a  725  ;  T°hn  Sangster,  petition    personal  injuries  a  1060 

electric  light :  Boston  Dyewood  &  Chemical  Co.,  petition  a  662 

pipe  :  R.  J.  Elder,  granted  a  S27. 

poles  :  Boston  Electric  Light  Co.,  granted  a  803 

sidewalk  :  order  for,   referred  to  committee  on  paving  a  567-ordered 

3593       u        ■  A        A 

sewer  :  hearing  a  371-ordered  a  407 

stable  :  Joseph  M.  Towle,  petition  a  743-granted  a  75S 

steam-engine  :  P.  S.   Huckins  &  Co.,  petition   and  order  for  hearing 

a  25-hearing  a  103-granted  a  217 

Boston,  City  of. 

steam-engine,  Bailey  St.,  petition  a  920;  steam-engine,  Tennyson  St., 
petition  a  920-granted  a  934;  steam-engine,  Harvard  St.,  C,  petition 
a  920-granted  a  934;  steam  engine,  Boylston  St..  petition  a  92c— granted 
a  934;  edgestones,  Washington  St.,  W.R.,  petition  a  9S3;  pile  wharf, 
Commercial  wharf,  notice  of  hearing  a  1062 

Boston  Athletic  Association. 

Hyatt  lights,  Exeter  st.,  petition  a  4S3~granted  3543 

Boston  Baseball  Association. 

petition  to  erect  board  fence,  Berlin  St.  8536 

Boston  Belting  Co. 

communication  relative  to  overflow  of  Stony  brook,  Feb.  lS,  referred  to 
committee  on  Stony  brook  a  1S3 

Boston  Brittania  Co. 

furnaces,  Travers  St.,  granted  a  951 

Boston  Cab  Co. 

petition,  license  to  run  barges  a  4S3-granled  3543 

Boston  Catholic  Cemetery  Association. 

stable,  Mt.  Hope  avenue,  petition  a  31  i-granted  a  342 

Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

petition,  extension  of  lease  of  apartments,  Faneuil  Hall  a  iocS 

Boston  Cold  Storage  and  Freezing  Co. 

petition  to  erect  temporary  bridge  acrcss  sidewalk,  Eastern  ave.,  granted 

Boston  Common.     (See  Common,  etc.) 
Boston  Consolidated  Railroad  Company. 

arbitration :  State    Board   of    Arbitration,   communication   enclosing 
copy  of  decision  in  relation  to  joint  application  of  corporation  and  horse- 
shoers  a  736 
locations  :  115th  and  116th,  accepted  a  719;  4th  accepted  a  9S5 
tracks  : 
Alford  st.,  Malden  bridge:  petition,  double  tracks  a  661 ;  petition 
and  order  for  hearing  to  construct  double  tracks  a  S2o-hearing  a  S92- 
gran  ted  a  948 
Cambridge  st.,  C. :  petition  to  lay  an  additional  track  a  45S-order  foi 

hearing  a  4So-hearing  a  561-granted  a  566 
Haymarket  set;  and  Causeway  ST. :  petition  for  curved  tracks  and 
to  enter  and  use  tracks  of  Metropolitan    R.R.   Co.  a  536-order  for 
hearing  a  592-hearing  a  660-grantea  a  694-locations  approved  a  922 
Medford  st.  :  Dunden  Bros,  et  ah.,  petition  to  run  cars  a  310 
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Boston  Cordage  Company. 

iron  pipe,  M  St.,  petition  a  712-granted  a  72S;  petition  to  erect  building, 
East  Seventh  st.  a  776-granted  c  S20  a  824;  petition  to  erect  building, 
East  Sixth  st.  a  776-granted  c  S20  a  S24 

Boston  Dispensary,  Managers  and  Physicians. 

petition  that  Bennett  and  Ash  sts.  be  paved  with  asphalt  a  4S3 

Boston  Dyewood  and  Chemical  Company. 

electric  light,  Border  St.,  petition  a  662 

Boston  Electric  Light  Company. 

pole   rights  :  petition  for  the  transfer  of  pole  rights  granted    certain 

companies  a  535-report  and  order  for,  specially  assigned  a  673- passed 

a  696 
poles : 

Condor,    Eutaw,   and    Border   sts.  :  petition,  poles  a  776-granted 
a  S03 

Dudley  st.  :  petition,  poles  a5S6-discussed  a  762-granted  a  777 

Eliot  st.  :  petition,  poles  a  776-granted  a  So3-pctition  to  relocate  pole 
a  Sot-granted  a  933 

Emerson  ST. :  order  to  remove  poles,  referred  to  committee  on  electric 
wires  a  S7S-granted  a  933-petilion  to  relocate  poles  a  931 

Fourth  st.  :  poles  granted  a  933 

I  ST. :  petition  to  locate  poles  a  945-granted  a  947 

Shawmut  ave.  :  petition,  poles  a  945-granted  a 947 

Warren   ave.:    petition,  poles   a  9So-granted   a  ioiS-petition,   poles 
a 1033-granted  a  1035 

West   Chester   park  :  petition,  poles  a  743-report,  accepted  a   762- 
granted  a  777 

Boston  Globe  et  ah. 

petition  that  noiseless  pavement  be  laid  on  Devonshire  st.  a  402 

Boston  Heating  Co. 

petition  to  withdraw  previous  petition  a  160-given  leave  a  162;  petition  to 
lay  pipes  in  certain  streets  a  160-discussed  a  190, 191-granted  a  191-taken 
from  table,  amended  a  2S2-discussed  a  2S2-2S4-as  amended,  passed  a  2S4 ; 
communication  from  mayor  transmitting  communication  from  city  en- 
gineer, and  returning  order  without  approval  a  3C9,  310-discussed,  laid 
on  table  a  310;  taken  from  table,  order  passed,  veto  of  the  mayor  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding  a  343;  communication  from  mayor  transmit- 
ting communication  from  Charles  E.  Emery,  manager  and  engineer  of 
New  York  Steam  Co.  relating  to,  placed  on  file  a  337;  petition  to  erect 
building,  Atlantic  ave.  a  725-granted  a  74S;  steam-engine,  Atlantic  ave., 
petition  a  S70-granted  a  925 

pipes : 

State,  Washington,  and  Milk  sts.  :  petition  to  lay  pipes,  discussed, 
granted, a  674 

Boston  Home  for  Incurables. 

sewer,  Dorchester  ave.,  petition  a  402 

Boston  Iron  Co. 

order  to  pay  for  land  on  West  Chester  park  taken  by  city  in  1S73,  passed 
a  114  c  119 

Boston  Land  Company. 

notice  of  hearing  on  petition  for  license  to  fill  solid  the  premises  in  East 
Boston  a  372 

Boston  Navy  Yard.     (See  Navy  Yard.) 
Boston,  Revere  Beach,  and  Lynn  R  R. 

railroad  police  :  petition  for  appointment  of  employes  as  a  535 
tracks  :  petition,  tracks,  Marginal  st.  a  735 

Boston  Society  of  Natural  History. 

petition  in  aid  of  Massachusetts  Horticultural  Society  for  leave  to  erect 
building  on  public  garden  a  241 ;  report  no  action  necessary  a  350  c  355 

Boston  Society  of  Redemption  Fathers. 

petition,  abatement  sewer  assessment,  Tremont  St.  a  402-granted  a  479 

Boston  street. 

buildings  :  J.  Soley,  petition  to  move  a  1016 

edgestones  :  petition  a  725-granted  a  929 

edgestones  and  sidewalks  :  petition  a  691-granted  a  73S 

sewer  :  L.  Jones,  petition   a   1S5;  J.  S.  Hyde,  petition  to  refund  assess. 

ment  c  256-refused  a  313  c  336 
steam-engine  :  F.  D.  Cook,  petition  a  1015 

Boston  Sugar  Refinery  Co. 

petition  to  use  electricity  as  a  motive-power  on  their  cars  a  135-report,  ac- 
cepted, petition  granted  a  190;  petition  to  remove  tree,  Marginal  st. 
a  135:  order  to  allow  temporary  supports  to  overhead  bridge,  Marginal 
St.,  passed  a  921  ;  order  to  erect  temporary  supports  while  repairing 
bridge,  Webster  St.,  passed  a  9S9 


Boston  Theatre.     (See  Licenses.) 
Boston  Thread  &  Twine  Co. 
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petition  to  erect  building,  Washington  St..  "VV.R.  a  691 


BOSTON   TYPOGRAPHICAL   UNION 


BOYLSTON   MARKET   ASSOCIATION 


Boston  Typographical  Union.     (See  Printing.) 
Boston  Undertakers'  Association.     (See  Undertakers.) 
Boston  University. 

coal-hole,  Mt.  Vernon  St.,  granted  a  738 

Boston  Veteran  Firemen's  Association. 

petition  use  of  Faneuil  hall  a  735-granted  a  746 

Boston  Water  Board.     (See  Water.) 
Boston  Wharf  Co. 

steam-engine,  A  St.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  136-hearing  a    06- 

granted  a  272 
petition  to  erect  wooden  building,  Congress  St.  a  214-granted  c  235  a  242 
petition  to  erect  building,  Congress  St.  c  467-g ranted  a  543  c  557 
sidewalk,  Congress  St.,  petition  a  536-granted  a  617;  sidewalk,  A  St.,  pe- 
tition a  743-granted  a  762 
petition  to  erect  building,  A  St.  a  1016 
sidewalk,  Congress  St.,  petition  a  1016 

Boston  Young  Men's  Christian  Union. 

steam-engine,  Boylston  St.,  petition  a  100S 

Boston  &  Albany  R.R.  Co. 

bridge  :  petition  that  bridge  over  tracks  Harrison  ave.  be  closed  to  travel, 
granted  a  51 

bridge  over  Cambridge  St.  B.  :  notice  from  railroad  com- 
missioners of  their  consent  to  the  city's  constructing  a  bridge  at  All- 
ston  a  141  c  147;  order  for  city  engineer  to  construct  a  bridge,  etc.,  passed 
a  482  ;  order  that  railroad  commissioners  adjudge  such  alteration  neces- 
sary and  prescribe  the  manner  and  limit  within  which  it  shall  be  made, 
passed  a  4S2-report  no  further  action  necessary  a  620;  order  for  mayor 
to  execute  indenture  with  road  to  construct  bridge,  etc.,  passed  a  642- 
referred  to  finance  c  6SS 

crossing  at  Cambrjdge-st.,  B.  :  order  to  petition  legislature  for 
authority  to  make  alteration  of,  etc.,  passed  a  73S  c  771 

claim  :  order  to  pay  land  damages,  Boylston  St.,  passed  a  1036 

iron  pipe  :  petition  to  lay  and  maintain  iron  pipe,  Franklin  St.,  B.  a  797- 
granted  a  S27 

laud  under  Broadway  bridge  :  order  to  take  order  of  last  year 
relating  to  from  files  and  refer  to  committee  on  paving,  passed  a  77;  re- 
port  and  order  to  execute  lease,  etc.,  at  certain  rental,  passed  a  1 14-re- 
ferred  to  committee  on  public  lands  c  120-report  and  order,  accepted, 
passed  c  205 

tracks  : 
No.  Beacon  st.  :  petition  to  close   during   repair  of  bridge,  granted 
a  726 

trestle  bridge  :  petition  of  C.  E.  Dearborn  et  als.,  for  trestle  bridge 
over  tracks  a  983 

railroad  police:  petition  for  appointment  a  535;  appointed  a  726 

unclaimed  baggage  :  petition  to  sell  a  945-granted  a  1037 

Boston  &  Lowell  R.R.  Co. 

unclaimed  baggage  :  order  to  appoint  committee  to  examine,  passed, 
committee  appointed  a  22-report,  with  order  for  sale,  accepted,  passed 
a  76,  77 

Boston  &  Maine  R.R.  Co. 

bridge  :  notice  from  harbor  and  land  commissioners  of  a  hearing  on 
petition  to  reconstruct  their  bridge  in  tide-water,  placed  on  file  a  22 

Boston  &  Providence  R.R.   Co. 

bridge  :  petition  to  occupy  a  portion  of  South  street  while  repairing 
a  269- report  with  order  to  allow,  etc.,  discussed,  specially  assigned  a  277- 
passeda344J  notice  of  hearing  before  railroad  commissioners  relating 
to  a  458-report  no  further  action  necessary  a  61S 

closing  streets:  petition  to  close  Beach  st.  a  4S3,  4S4-granted  a  499; 
petition  to  close  Bellevue  St.  to  repair  bridge  a  45S-report,  accepted 
a  480-granted  a  484;  petition  to  close  bridge,  Park  St.  a  475-granted 
a  499;  petition  to  close  Dudley  ave.  a  536-granted  a  567  ;  petition  to  close 
South  st.  during  the  rebuilding  of  Bussey  bridge,  granted  a  726 

railroad  police  :  appointed  a  460  a  726 

safeguards  at  grade  crossings  ill  West  Boxbury  :  order  to 
report  what  additional  safeguards  are  necessary  at  the  various  grade 
crossings,  passed  a  344 

steam-engine  :  La  Grange  St.,  petition  a  945-granted  a  9S6 

Boston  and  Roxbury  Mill  Corporation. 

notice  to  discontinue  flow  of  sewerage  through  Muddy-river  conduit  a  31 1 
communication  from  park  commissioners  relating  to  settlement  of  claim 
for  land  taken  for  Back  Bay  park  with  orders,  referred  to  committee  on 
parks  a  923-reports  with  orders,  discussed  a  949,  050-passed  a  949  c  9S2 

Bos-worth  &  French. 

steam-engine,  Falmouth  St.,  petition  a  4S3-granted  a  566 

Botsford,  C.  B. 

lamps,  Garfield  and  Kirk  sts.,  petition  a  775 

Boursaud,  E.  V.,  Rev.  et  ah. 

electric  light,  James  and  Concord  sts.,  petition  a  161 


Bowden,  Henry  E. 

appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  212-confirmed  a  242;  appointed 
weigher  of  coal  a  268-confirmed  a  313 

Bowditch,  J.  Ingersoll. 

stable,  Sedgwick  St.,  petition  a  734-granted  a  746 

Bowditch,  William  E. 

petition,  sewer,  Warren  St.,  R.  a  371 

Bowdoin  avenue,  Dorchester. 

edgestones  :  petition  a  725 

sewer:  W.  S.  Phelps,  petition,  abatement  of  assessment  a  33S-granted 

a  479;    Robert  M.   Lapham,  petition,  abatement  of  assessment  a  483- 

granted  a  925 
stable  :  Mrs.  M.  A.  KaufTer,  petition  a  931-granted  a  950 

Bowdoin  street. 

coal-liole  :  Frederick  A.  Smith,  petition  a  S24-granted  a  846 

lamps  :  New  Jerusalem  So.,  petition  a  oSg-granted  a  ioiS 

sewer:   Lucy  M.  Robinson,  petition,  abatement,  assessment   a  662-re- 

fused  a  720 
steam-engine  :  W.  Gleason,  petition  a  161-granted  a  1S9 

Bowdoin  street,  Dorchester. 

electric  light:  Henry  C.  Richardson  et  tils.,  petition  a  743;  Hazard 

Stevens  et  als.,  petition  a  775 
sewer  :  petition  a  S42 

Bowe  street. 

claim  :  Peter  Butler,  petition  to  be  paid  balance  tax  sale  of  estate  a  S92 

Bowen,  Bradford  L. 

stable,  Rutherford  ave.,  petition  a  347-granted  a  373 

Bower  street. 

building  :  John  J.  Ahern,  petition  to  move  a  735-granted  a  747 
coal-hole  :  D.  A.  Reardon,  granted  a  673 
sidewalk  :  petition  a  735-granted  a  77S 

Bowers,  Henry  T. 

stable,  Mt.  Vernon  st.,  D.,  petition  aS7o-granted  a  S95 
Bowker,  Albert,  et  ah. 

electric  light,  Lamson  St.,  E.B.,  petition  a  105;  land  damages,  East 
Boston,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  724-hearing  a  739-withdrawn 
a  1019 

Bowker,  E.  S. 

personal  injuries,  petition  a  185 

Bowker,  Edwin  F. 

petition  to  be  refunded  amount  paid  for  two  invalid  tax  deeds  a  753-refused 
a  1035  c  104S 

Bowker,  Freeman. 

petition  to  be  refunded  amounts  paid  for  deeds,  refused  a  1066c  1072 
Bowker,  Sarah  B. 

petition  to  be  refunded  amount  paid  for  invalid  tax  deed  a  753-refused 
a  1035  c  104S. 

Bowman,  Robert  H.,  Councilman,  "Ward  17. 

qualified :  page  2 

appointed  :  committee  on  electionsc6;  water,  elections  c  66;  conference 

committee  c  90 
remarks:  investigation  of  board  of  police  c  126;  engine  no.  6  c  200; 

McGaragle  claim  c  261 ;  high  service,  East  Boston  c  1079 

Boyd,  "William. 

stable,  Harvard  St.,  D.,  petition  a  1060 

Boyle,  P.  Henry. 

petition,  increase  of  salary  as  engineer  Congress-st.  bridge  a  74-refused 
a  275  c  291 

Boylston  avenue,  West  Roxbury. 

nuisance  :   Bridget  Waters  et  «/.«.,  petition,  abatement  a  93 1 -referred  to 

board  of  health  a  950 
sidewalk  :  petition  a  9S3-granted  a  1010 
stable  :  J.  Imbreschird,  petition  a  iSs-granted  a  216 

Boylston  Hall.     (See  Armories.) 

Boylston  Market  Association. 

petition  to  excavate  sidewalk,  Washington  st.  a  725-granted  a  73S 
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BOYLSTON    STREET 


BRIDGES 


Boylston  street. 

basement  :  Bay  State  Safe  Deposit  and  Trust  Co.,  petition  to  excavate 
a  458-granted  a  4S0 

bay-windows  :  Adams  Real  Estate  Trust,  petition  and  order  for 
hearing-  a  776-hearing  a  822-granted  a  S49. 

bridge  :  order  to  report  why  more  rapid  progress  is  not  made  in  con- 
struction, passed  a  766-communication  from  city  engineer  relative  to, 
placed  on  file  a  777 

building  :  James  Page,  permit  to  erect,  granted  c  S20  a  S24 

coal-hole  :  J.  B.  &  A.  Glover,  petition  a  241-granted  a  277;  A.  B.  &  J. 
B.  Glover,  permit  rescinded  a  S97  ;  K.  P.  Whitney,  petition  a  776-granted 
aS02 

claims  :  P.  Hughes,  petition  for  compensation  for  work  on  engine-house 
a  241 

engine-house  :  order  to  report  why  it  is  not  used,  passed  a  766-com- 
munication from  fire  commissioners  relative  to,  placed  on  file  a  777 

extension  :  report  of  committee  on  laying  out  and  widening  streets,  on 
unfinished  business  of  last  year  relating  to,  recommending  reference  to 
board  of  street  commissioners,  accepted  a  1 12,  113CI1S,  1  iq 

flagstone-walls  s  Edward  S.  Miles  et  als.,  petition  a  33S 

grade  :   F.  Gordon  Dexter  et  ah.,  petition  to  change  grade  a  661 

lamp  :  Fred  Reed,  petition  a  753 

laying  out:  order  to  pay  Boston  &  Albany  R.R.  Co.  land  damages, 
passed  a  1036 

laud:  Board  of  Police,  petition  a  S-23-report  and  order  to  annex  to  sta- 
tion, accepted,  passed  a  929,  assigned  c  1005,  passed  c  10S0 

police  station  :  order  to  report  why  it  is  not  used,  passed  a  766-com- 
munication  from  police  commissioners  relative  to,  placed  on  file  a  777 

public  travel  :  order  to  put  in  condition  for,  referred  to  committee  on 
paving  a  766-ordered  a  778 

posts  :  L.  P.  Hollander  &  Co.,  petition  to  erect  two  posts  a  372-refused 
a  407 

revised  grade  :  order  to  establish,  passed  a  72S;  order  to  pay  Samuel 
Lombard,  Frederick  Kendall,  George  F.  Allen,  Samuel  Little,  grade 
damages,  passed  a  729 

steam-engine  :  H.  D.  Whitney,  granted  a  S96;  C.  U.  Cutting,  petition 
a  946-granted  a  9S5  ;  Bay  State  Trust  Co.,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934 ; 
city  of  Boston,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934;  Boston  Young  Men's 
Christian  Union,  petition  a  100S 

street  stand  :  Mrs.  M.  B.  Spooner  et  als.,  petition  in  aid  of  Mrs. 
Bradley  a  475 

widening  :  order  that  street  commissioners  report  cost  of  widening  on 
southerly  side,  discussed  c  465-467-referred  to  committee  on  laying  out 
and  widening  streets  c  467-report,  referred  to  street  commissioners  a  61S 
c  657 ;  communication  irom  street  commissioners  relating  to,  referred  to 
committee  on  streets  a  693-report,  accepted,  order  passed  aS25  c  S40 

Boylston  street,  West  Roxbury. 

poles  :  New  England  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co.,  petition  a  691 

widening:  order   to    pay   F.   P.   &  C.  S.  Wing  and   C.  F.  Curtis  land 

damages  a  56-passed  a  542;  order   to   pay   M.    Schmitt  land  damages, 

passed  a  101 1 

Boynton,  George  W. 

petition  to  be  paid  for  loss  of  fowls  a  9S3;  petition,  abatement  sewer  as- 
sessment, School  st.  a  100S 

Boynton,  Linnie  W. 

edgestones,  Allston  St.,  D.,  petition  a  536-granted  a  566 

Boys'  Latin  School.     (See  Schools.) 
Brackett,  Albert. 

order  to  pay  land  damages,  widening  Norfolk  St.,  D.,  passed  a  420 

Brackett,  Angeline  M. 

petition,  release  conditions  in  deed  of  estate  c  505-granted  a  620  c  657 

Brackett,  Charles  O. 

appointed  measurer  of  grain  a  4S2-confirmed  a  538 

Brackett,  G.  A.  &  S.  W. 

bay-window,  Roxbury  St.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  161-hearing 
a  236-granted  a  278 

Brackett,  Laura  E. 

personal  injuries,  Wheeler  St.,  petition  a  842 

Brackett,  Samuel. 

bond  as  constable,  approved  a  162 
Bradley,  J.  W. ,  et  ah. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Madison  park,  petition  a  401 

Bradley,  Jeremiah. 

petition,  license  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  in  Dorchester  a  33S-granted 
"373 

Bradley,  Richard,  et  al. 

petition  to  lay  pipe,  John  St.  a  269-granted  a  314 

Bradley,  S.  E. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Montrose  St.,  petition  a  186 
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Brady,  Hugh  E. 

appointed  street  commissioner  a  21-confirmed  a  53 

Braintree  street. 

building  :  Cyrus  Butler,  petition  to  erect  a  536-report,  no  action  neces- 
sary a  620  c  657  ;  Stephen  Ellis,  petition  to  move  a  735-granted  a  747 
sewer  :  order  of  notice  of  hearing  a  462-hearing  a  475-granted  a  499 
stable  :  Caroline  A.  Beck,  petition  a  S9i-granted  a  925 

Branch  street. 

bulkhead  :  James  C.  Jordan,  petition  a  1033-granted  a  1040 

Brandli,  Abraham. 

stable,  Beech  St.,  petition  a  945-granted  a  986 

Brant,  John. 

petition,  removal  restrictions  on  land,  Paris  St.  a  691;  petition  to  erect 
building,  Paris  St.  a  725 ;  edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Paris  St.,  granted 
3762;  report  on  petition  of  removal  of  restrictions  land,  Paris  st.,  no 
action  necessary,  accepted  a  S27  c  S31 

Brattle  street. 

Hyatt  lights  :  L.  N.  Niles,  petition  a66i-granted  a  693 
paving  :  petition  to  pave  with  asphalt  a  743-ordered  a  729 
sidewalk  :   Henry  Goodwin,  petition  to  construct  opening  a  S71 

Brattle  square. 

paving  :  order  to  pave  with  asphalt,  discussed,  passed  a  S47 
Braun,  John,  et  ah. 

sewer,  Washington  St.,  W.R.,  petition  a  483 

Breck,  Charles  H.  B.,  et  ah. 

petition  to  build  sewer,  Tremont  st.  a  561 

Breckinbridge,  Joseph. 

petition  and  order  for  hearing,  steam-engine,  Melville  ave.,  D.  a  4S2 
steam-engine,  Melville  ave.,  petition  a  561-granted  a  sSS-given  leave  to 

withdraw  a  5S4 
edgestones,  Melville  ave.,  petition  a  536-granted  a  566 

Bremen  street. 

railroad    track  :    Beacon    Oil    Co.,  petition    a  983-order   for   hearing 

a  loiS-hearing  a  ioS9~granted  a  10S9 
sewer:  ordered  a  113 

sidewalk  :  order  to  lay  sidewalk,  passed  a  545 
stable  :  James  H.  Bennett,  petition  a  633-granted  a  671 

Brennan,  James. 

stable,  Byron  court,  petition  a  561-granted  a  58S 

Brennan,  Thomas. 

lamp,  Ashland  St.,  W.R.,  petition  a  753 

Brent  street,  Dorchester. 

sewer  :  petition  a  S42 

Brickell,  H. 

petition  to  trim  shade  tree,  Kustis  st.  a  661 

Bricklayers'  International  Union. 

order  to  extend  courtesies  of  city  to  at  their  annual  convention,  discussed, 
passed  c  1070  a  1093 

Bridge   over    Cambridge    st.,    Brighton.     {See   Boston    & 
Albany  R.R.   Co.) 

Bridges. 

committee  :  appointed  a  57  c  64 

superintendent :  Bartholomew  M.  Young,  appointed  a  21-discussed 

a  54-confirmed  a  55 
annual  report:   (CD.  29)  a  141  c  147 

appropriation  :  order  to  transfer  balance  of  appropriation  for  Albanv- 
st.  bridge  to  appropriation  for  bridges,  passed  ao23-discussed  C6S5,  6S6- 
referred  to  finance  c  6S6-report,  accepted  c  702-order  passed  c  703-re- 
turned  not  being  in  proper  form  a  716-rescinded  a  729;  order  to  transfer 
from  appropriation  for  Mt.  Washington-ave.  bridge  to  appropriation  for 
bridges,  referred  to  finance  a  930;  order  to  transfer  from  appropriation 
for  Mt.  Washington  ave  bridge  to  appropriation  for  bridges,  referred  to 
committee  on  finance  a  987-report  no  action  necessary,  accepted  a  1066 
c  1072;  order  to  transfer  from  Mt.  Washington-ave  bridge  to  appropria- 
tion for  bridges,  referred  to  finance  c  994-report,  accepted,  discussed 
a  io66-io6S-passed  a  io6S-discussed  c  1075-rejected  c  1077  a  10S9 

draw- tenders  and  assistants  :  order  to  consider  changes  necessary 
in  the  salaries  of,  referred  to  committee  on  bridges  a  256;  report,  no 
further  action  necessary  a  340  c  355. 

draw-tenders  and  assistants  as  policemen  :  order  to  make 
special  police  officers,  referred  to  committee  on  bridges  c  700-report  no 
further  action  necessary,  accepted  c  1050  a  1060 

gates  on  draw  bridges:  order  to  place  suitable  gate  on  each  side 
Washington-ave.  bridged  als.,  discussed  a  697,  69S--referred  to  com- 
mittee on  bridges  a69S;  report  and  order,  referred  to  finance  a  737-re- 
port  and  order  for  transfer  accepted,  passed  a  991  c  995,  996 
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Bridges,  continued. 

investigation  :  order  to  appoint  committee  to  investigate,  etc.,  dis- 
cussed c  12S,  129-passed,  committee  appointed  c  129  a  137-report, 
accepted  c  234  a  242 

names  of  bridges  :  order  that  distinctive  names  be  assigned  to  the 
various  bridges  belonging  to  city,  referred  to  committee  on  ordinances 

c5°9  _ 

IVew  Cambridge  bridge:  order  to  appoint  committee  to  consider 
and  report  upon  all  matters  relating  to  the  subject  of,  passed  c  26; 
committee,  appointed  c  66  a  75-report  with  orders  a  277,  27S-discussed, 
passed  a  27S  c  307;  order  that  committee  on  legislative  matters  appear 
before  the  legislature  and  oppose  any  legislation  in  regard  to  proposed 
new  bridge  making  it  compulsory  to  build  said  bridge,  discussed  a  352, 
353-passed  a  353-rt mended,  discussed  c  357-359-passed  c  350-discussed, 
non-concurred  a  376-discussed,  concurred  c  3S2;  communication  from 
mayor  relating  to  a  534-referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  550-report 
with  order  to  borrow  certain  sum,  accepted,  passed  a  565-notice  ot  re- 
consideration, discussed  a  594,  595-motion  to  reconsider,  lost  a  595-dis- 
cussed  c  602-604-passed  c  604-discussed  a  614-617-assigned  a  617— 
discussed  a  642,  643-non-concurred,  committee  of  conference  appointed 
a  643-discussed  a  6co-66S-reconsidered  and  conference  committee  reap- 
pointed a  66S  c  678 ;  report  of  committee  on  conference  relating  to  loan, 
accepted,  passed  c  701  a  713;  order  that  commissioners  be  requested  to 
designate  new  bridge  the  Blaxton  bridge,  etc.,  discussed  c  569,  570-re- 
ferred  to  committee  on  new  Cambridge  c  570;  report  and  order  of  com- 
mittee on  finance  authorizing  commissioners  to  expend  balance  of 
appropriation  in  making  surveys  and  plans,  accepted,  passed  a  641 
06^9;  communication  from  mayor  transmitting  communication  from 
city  treasurer  relative  to  negotiation  of  loan,  referred  to  committee  on 
finance  a  734-report  with  order  for  loan,  accepted,  assigned  c  794-passed 
c  S15  a  S25 ;  reconsidered,  assigned  a  S53-discussed  a  S72-S74-laid  on 
table  aS74~taken  from  table,  discussed  a  929,  930-order  rejected  a  930  c  95s 
ordinances  :  order  that  the  committee   on  ordinances  report  changes 

necessary  in  chap.  45,  Rev.  Ord.,  passed  a  344  c  356 
tracks  on  new  Cambridge  bridge:  order  that  the  president  of 
the  common  council  remonstrate  against  a  passage  of  a  bill  in  the  legis- 
lature providing  for  the  building  of  new  bridge  unless  provisions  be 
made  for  the  sale  at  public  auction  of  the  franchise  for  any  railway  over 
bridge,  discussed  c  3S2-3S6-passed  c  3S6 
bridges  : 

Boston  &  Albany  R.R. :  notice  from  railroad  commissioners  of  their 

consent  to  the  city's  constructing  a  bridge  at  Allston  a  141  c  147 
Bridge  over  Charles  river:  order  requesting  city  solicitor  to  ap- 
pear before  the  committee  of  the  legislature  in  favor  of  the  act  asked 
for  by  the  city  of  Cambridge  relating  to  building  of  bridge  across 
Charles  river,  referred  to  committe  on  new  Cambridge  bridge  c  336 
Broadway  bridge:  M.  O'Brine,  ptlition,  increase  of  salary  a  135- 
refused  a  27^  c  201  ;  ordinance  to  amend  chap.  45,  Rev.  Ord.,  relating 
to  number  of  engineers,  referred  to  committee  on  bridges  a  192-report 
accepted,  discussed,  passed  a  216  c  226;  report  of  committee  on  ordi- 
nances to  amend  chap.  6,  Rev.  Ord.,  relating  to  salary  of  engineer, 
accepted,  passed  a  590  c  600;  order  to  allow  payment  of  salary  from 
date  of  appointment  to  additional  engineer,  passed  a  620  c  6S5  ;  closing, 
ordered  a  674 
Charles-river  bridge:  order  to  close  during  repair,  passed  a  19S; 
P.  Connelly,  petition  to  enlarge  toll-house  a  401-granted  a  671-referred 
to  committee  on  judiciary  c  6S9;  report  and  order,  accepted,  passed 
c  710  a  71S;  notice  from  harbor  and  land  commissioners  of  approval  of 
plans  a  460 
Chelsea  bridge  :  D.  S.  Lawrence,  petition,  increase  of  salary  as  draw- 
tender  c  Si-refused  a  275  c  291  ;  order  to  place  horse  on  bridge  to  work 
draw,  referred  to  committee  on  bridges  a  733-report  and  order,  ac- 
cepted, passed  a  737-discussed  c  770,  771-passed  c  771 ;  communication 
from  mayor  transmitting  communication  from  city  engineer  relating 
to  fire,  with  order  that  committee  on  finance  provide  means  for  re- 
pairs, referred  to  finance  c  76S-report,  with  order  to  transfer,  accepted, 
passed  a  991  c  995,  996;  order  to  close  for  repairs,  passed  a  779 
Congkes.s-st,  bridgl:  H.  P.  Boyle,  petition,  increase  of  salary  as 
engineer  a  74-rcfused  a  275  c  291 ;  order  to  close,  passed  a  275  ;  notice 
of  hearing  on  repairs  a  564-Chase  &  Co.,  et  als.,  petition,  waiting- 
rooms  a  742-referred  to  next  government  c  10S5  a  1093;  order  to  close 
Sundays  until  Nov.  1  for  repairs,  passed  a  779;  order  to  close  to  public 
travel,  passed  a  934 
Dovek-st.    bridge:    petition  for    increase  of  salary  of   draw-tender 

a   185-refused  a  275  c  291 
Federal-st.  bridge:  petition,  increase  of  pay  of  draw-tenders  and 

assistants  a  214-refused  a  275  c  291 
Fort-point    Channel  bridges:  order  that  city  engineer  do  work 

requisite,  etc.,  passed  a  481  c  509 
Malden  bridge:  ordinance  to  amend  chap.  6,  Rev.  Ord.,  relating  to 
increase  of  salary  of  draw-tender,  referred  to  committee  on  ordinances 
c  117-report,  referring  to  committee  on  bridges,  accepted  a  163  c  174- 
report  refusing,  accepted  a  216-discussed  c  224,  225-recommilted  c  225- 
refused  a  275-discussed  c  289-291-refnsed  c  291  ;  John  F.  Ormond, 
petition,  increase  of  salary  c  147;  order  that  city  engineer  include  in 
estimates  sum  sufficient  to  widen,  etc.,  referred  to  committee  on  ap- 
propriations c  1 1 S ;  W.  T.  Van  Nostrand  &  Co.,  petition  that  bridge 
he  watered  a  586 
Mr.   W'asiiington-ave.  bridge:  order  to  close  during  repair,  passed 

a  749 
"West    Boston,    Craigie's,   and   Prison-voint   bkidges  :     F.    W. 
Lincoln,  appointed  commissioner  a  21-assigned  a  55-coiiHrmed  a  76; 
annual  report  (CD.  19)  a  76  c  82 

Brigham,  Ida  E. 

order  to  pay  land  damages  occasioned  by  extension  of  Paul  Gore  St., 
passed  a  695 


Brighton  avenue. 

building  :  John  Cavanagh,  petition  to  move  a  372-granted  a  407;  John 

Cavanagh  &  Son,  moving  granted  a  719:  Arthur  Timmins,  petition  to 

erect  a  S42-granted  c  SS8  a  S92 
poles  :  New  England  Telegraph  and  Telephone  Co.,  refused  a  673;  New 

England  Telegraph  and  Telephone  Co.,  petition  a  752 
sewer  :  C.   E.    Downing,    petition,  abatement  assessment  a9SS-refused 

a  1063 
stables  :  J.  Packard  &  Sons,    petition    a  241-granted   a  275;  Oakes   A. 

Drinkwater,  petition  a  920-granted  a  950 
steam-engine  :   YV.  H.  Swift,  petition  a  371-granted  a  406 
trees:  S.  W.  Brown,  jr.,  petition  to  trim  a  4S3  ;  Arthur  Timmins   et  al.t 

petition,  removal  a  9S3~referred  to  superintendent  of  common  a  1010 
"widening:    order     to    include    in   estimates    sum    sufficient  to  widen, 

passed  a  57  c  61 

Brimmer,  Martin,  et  als, 

remonstrance  against  location  of  street  railroad  on  Beacon  st.  a  1S5 

Brine,  John  H. 

appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  212-confirmed  a  242 
appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Brintnall,  Benjamin. 

appointed  deputy  sealer  of  weights  and  measures  a  33S-confirmed  a  34S; 
appointed  inspector  and  seizer  of  charcoal  baskets  a  33S-confirmed 
a  348 

Brintnall,  N.  Y. 

stable,  Miller  St.,  petition  a  74-refused  a  16S 

petition  in  aid  of  stable,  Miller  st.  a  311 ;  stable,  Miller  st.,  C,  petition 
a  775-refused  a  1094 

Broad- street  avenue,  West  Roxbury. 

lamps  :  M.  Cunningham,  petition  a  S91 

Broad  street. 

steam-engine  :  Julius  A.  Palmer,  petition  a  1060 

Broadway. 

claims:  Eliza  Dohert}',  personal  injuries,  petition  a  105-refused  a  462 
C467;  C.  McGann,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  160 

coal  chute  :  W.  C.  Loemans,  petition  a  45S-granted  a  479 

extension:  report  of  finance  on  the  order  referred  as  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  last  year  to  provide  loan  for  extending,  recommending  reference 
to  committee  on  appropriations,  accepted  a  13S  C  i4S-report"that  order 
ought  not  pass,  accepted  a  18S  C  194 

ila;  :  petition  of  citizens  to  raise,  discussed,  referred  to  committee  on 
police,  report,  granting,  accepted  a  1016 

sidewalk!  petition  a  401-granted  a  461;  petition  a  45S-granted  a  543; 
petition  a  661,  725-granted  a  73S 

Steam-engine:  Edwin  Barber,  petition  a  633;  hearing  a  711-granted 
a 737  ;  hearing  a  72^-granted  a  72S 

tree  :  S.  D.  Polimer,  petition  to  box  a  tree  a  105-granted  a  139;  order  to 
allow  John  A.  McGrath  permission  to  box  a  tree,  passed  a  253-discussed 
a  314-316-passed  a  316;  M.  B.  Lee,  petition  to  protect  by  putting  box  on 
a  4S3-granted  a  543;  J.  C.  Storey,  petition  to  trim  a  S42-granted  at  own 
expense,  referred  to  committee  on  common,  etc.  a  $7>-y:ranted  a  S95 ; 
James  Lynch,  petition  to  box  tree,  granted  a  S74;  R.  Clapp,  remon- 
strance against  boxing  a  1016;  John  J.  Merrigan,  petition  to  box  a  1060- 
granted  a  1094 

Broadway  Bridge. 

draw-tender  :  M.  O'Brine,  petition,  increase  of  salary  a  135-refused 
a  275  c  291 

engineers  :  ordinance  to  amend  chap.  45,  Rev.  Ord.,  relating  to  number 
of  engineers,  referred  to  committee  on  bridges  a  192-report,  accepted, 
discussed,  passed  a  216  C226;  report  of  committee  on  ordinances,  with 
ordinance  to  amend  chap.  6,  Rev.  Ord,,  relating  to  salary,  accepted, 
passed  a  590  c  600 

additional  engineer  :  order  to  allow  payment  of  salary  from  date  of 
his  appointment,  passed  a  620  c  6S5 

closing  :  ordered  a  674 

Brock,  J.  Randolph. 

petition,  sewer,  Union  sq.  a  348 

Brodbine,  James  W. 

sidewalk,  Adams  St.,  petition  a 475-granted  a  499 

Broidrick,  Dr.  James  P. 

appointed  trustee  of  Mt.  Hope  cemetery  a  21-confirmed  a  53 

Bromfield  street. 

druggist's  mortar  :  Harlow  E.  Woodward,  petition  a  4S3~granted 
*  543 

Bromwich,  Charles  Michael,  Alderman,  District  7. 

qualified:  page  1 

appointed :  committee  on  rules  and  orders  of  city  council  a  2;  joint 
rules  a  23;  standing  —  county  accounts,  lamps,  paving  and  repair  of 
streets;  joint  —  assessors,  cemeteries,  engineer's  department,  lire,  har- 
bor department,  lamps,  paving  a  57;  registrar's  department  a  58;  new 
bridge  to  Cambridge  a  75;  conference  committee  a  106;  seventeenth  of 
June  a  312;  entertainment  of  city  council  of  Philadelphia  a  546 
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Bromwich,  Charles  M.,  Alderman,  continued. 

remarks  :  park  loan  a  3,  4;  underground  wires  a  22;  test  of  fire-extin- 
guishers a  52;  directors  of  E;ist  Boston  ferries  a  53;  cemeteries  a  55; 
work  on  Washington  St.,  W.R.  a  57;  free  ferries  a  76;  Stony  brook  a  7S. 
79;  limit  of  taxation  and  indebtedness  a  706,  107;  employment  of  armed 
bodies  of  men  a  109,  no;  police  salaries  a  140;  petition  of  Met.  R.R.Co. 
for  tracks  in  So.  Boston  a  15S,  159;  salaries  in  department  of  inspection 
of  buildings  a  167;  reports  called  for  a  189,190;  Boston  Heating  Co. 
a  iqo,  191,  2S3,  2S4,  310;  abatement  of  assessment  a  192;  hearing  on 
petition  of  Suburban  Street  Railway  a  209;  digging  up  streets  for  under- 
ground wires  a  213;  next  meeting  a  21S;  Delea  claim  a  239;  street  rail- 
road investigation  a  250,251;  port  physician  and  assistant  a  272,273; 
grammar  school-house,  So.  Boston  a  279,277;  new  Cambridge  bridge 
a  278;  tracks  on  Harrison  ave.  a  2S0,  2S1 ;  protection  of  trees  on  common 
a3i2;  inspector  of  pressed  or  bundled  hay,  etc.  a3i2,  313;  signs  on  the 
streets  a  314-316;  jury-list  3318,319;  salaries  and  wages  of  employees 
3321-324;  land  for  grammar  school,  South  Boston  a  346,347;  under- 
ground conduits  a  374,  375 ;  proposed  new  bridge  to  Cambridge  a  376 ; 
Arbor  day  3377,  37S;  watering  streets  a  37S,  379;  Sargent's  wharf  a  380; 
Old  Franklin  school  a  403-405;  watering  macadamized  streets  a  40S, 
409;  planting  of  trees  3409;  railroads  a  410;  annual  estimates  a  415-420; 
question  of  privilege  a  423,  424,  476;  American  Conduit  Co.  a  446;  Met. 
R.R.  Constable  at  Egleston  sq.  a  459;  Roxbury  high  school  a  461; 
Orient  Heights  a  4S0,  4S1 ;  East  Boston  ferry  tolls  a  4S5 :  Roxbury  canal 
a  4S7,  4SS,  490;  Jamaica  Pond  Aqueduct  Co.  a  49S;  So.  Boston  R.R.  Co. 
a  53S,  539;  salaries  of  fire  commissioners  a  541 ;  entertainment  of  con- 
federate veterans  3562;  Perkins  Institution  forthe  Blind  a  565;  Berry -St. 
gravel-banks  a  5S4,  5S5  ;  Parnell  St.  a  594;  paving  Central  St.  a  596,  597  ; 
powers  of  mayor  and  aldermen  a  597  ;  new  Cambridge  bridge  loan  a  614, 
615 ;  plank  covering  over  Stony  brook  a  623;  supplementary  appropria- 
tion bill  a  632,  633  ;  secretary  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery  a  635 ;  use  of  Fan- 
euil  hall  for  Queen's  jubilee  a  639;  George  Martin  claim  a  664,  665; 
underground  wires  3674;  old  Franklin  school-house  a  755;  Faneuil 
hall  naturalization  of  aliens  a  760,  761 ;  safety  of  school  buildings 
a  764-;  paving  department  wharf — wants  of  sewer  department  a  765; 
public  buildings  to  be  constructed  a  799,  Soo;  election  officers  a  Soo,  801 ; 
"the  willows,"  Washington  st.  a  S43;  widening  Emerson  st.  a  S47, 
84S;  sewer  appropriation  a  922  ;  filling  of  So.  Bay  a  926;  Nason's  stable 
a  92S;  new  Cambridge  bridge  loan  a  930;  Tuckerman  school  a  934,935; 
Lincoln  and  Gaston  school  districts  a  946,947  ;  electric  lights  a  9S4;  pav- 
ing appropriation  a  103S,  1039;  election  returns  a  1045:  electric  lights  in 
market  a  1064,  1065;  transfer  of  improved  sewerage  department  a  1091  ; 
closing  proceedings  a  1096 

Brooks,  Chas.,  et  ah. 

lamps,  Florence  St.,  W.R.,  petition  a  1015 

Brooks,  C.  T. 

petition  for  compensation  for  damages  to  property  a  241 

Brooks  street,  Dorchester. 

lamps  :  Patrick  Corliss  et  ah.,  petition  a  9S3 
stable  :  Max  Muller,  petition  a  1033-granted  a  1066 

Brooks  street,  East  Boston. 

sewer  :  ordered  a  113 

sidewalk  :  petition  a45S-granted  a  479;  petition  a  562-granted  a  727 

Brooks  street,  West  Roxbury. 

lamps  :  Lewis  Sears  et  ah.,  petition  a  1060 
sewer  :  petition  a  135 

Brookford  street,  Roxbury. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk:  petition  a  458-granted  a  480 

sewer  :  C.  M.  Ward,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a33S-granted  8479; 

P.  H.  Kerrigan,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  371-refused   a  462; 

Christiana  M.  Ward,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  S70-abated  a  925 
steam-engine  :  P.  Kerrigan,  petition  a  161-granted  a  189 

Brookline  Gas-Light  Co. 

petition  to  engage  in  business  of  generating  and  furnishing  electric  light 
and  power  a  753 


Brookline,  Selectmen. 

sewer,  Pond  ave.,  refused  a  1063 

Brother  Peter. 

steam-engine,  Vernon  St.,  granted  a  745 

Brothers,  Joshua. 

stable,  West  Seventh  St.,  petition  a  775-granted  a  S03 

Brown,  A.  J.,  Trustee. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Dana  St.,  R.,  granted  a  73S 

Brown,  Agnes. 

stable,  Munro  St.,  Repetition  1015-granted  a  1094 

Brown,  C.  E. 

steam-engine,  Wyman  St.,  petition  a  371-granted  a  406 

Brown,  Edwin  C. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  26S-confirnied  a  313 


Brown,  Edwin  G. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Brown,  Edwin  Y. 

appointed  inspector  of  hay  and  straw  a  212-connrmed  a  242;  appointed 
weigher  of  coal  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Brown,  Eusteria. 

petition,  abatement,  edgestone  assessment,  Washington  st.  a  241 

Brown,  Helen  A. 

edgestones,  No.  Beacon  St.,  petition  a  725-granted  a  747 

Brown,  J.  T.  &  N.  A.  Church,  Trustees. 

petition  against  erection  of  metal  box,  Eliot  St.  a  752 

Brown,  Lottie  E. 

petition  offering  to  surrender  three  invalid  tax  deeds  a  753-refused  a  S95 
c  902;  refund  amount  tax  deed  estate,  refused  a  1035  c  104S 

Brown,  Nellie  M. 

petition  offering  to  surrender  seven  invalid  tax  deeds  a  753-refused  a  S95 
c  902  ;  order  to  pav  certain  sum  for  defective  tax  deed  of  estate,  Mt.  Ver- 
non St.,  referred  "to  committee  on  claims  a  1010-refused  a  1035  c  104S- 
granted  a  1066  c  ioSo. 

Brown's  News  Agency. 

petition,  compensation,  injuries  to  horse,  Charlestown,  refused  a  251  c  256 

Brown,  Richard  S.  S. 

petition  that  fence  on  Park  St.,  D.,  which  was  injured  by  the  city,  be  re- 
paired a  51-report  of  committee  on  water,  referring  "to  water  board, 
accepted  a  113  c  119 

Brown,  S.  W.,  Jr. 

petition  to  trim  trees,  Brighton  ave.  a  4S3 

Brown,  Sydney  L.,  et  ah. 

petition,  lamps,  Washington  St.,  W.R.  a  371 

Brown,  T.  Q.,  et  ah. 

petition  to  complete  widening  and  grading  of  Wait  St.,  R.  a  74;  sewer, 
Tremont  St.,  R.,  petition  a  S23 

Brown,  William  E. 

appointed  undertaker  a  268-confirmed  a  313 

Brown  avenue. 

sewer:  petition  a  74-ordered  a  113 

Browne,  A.  S.,  et  ah. 

petition,  abatement  sewer  assessment,  Union  for  Christian  Work  a  475 

Bruce,  Charles  H.,  et  ah. 

petition,  sewer,  Sycamore  St.  a  402 

Brush  Electric  Lighting  Co. 

pole  rigllts  :  petition  to  transfer  all  rights  to   Boston   Electric  Light 
Co.  a  535-report  and  order,  accepted,  passed  a  673;  order  to  transfer,  etc., 
discussed,  passed  a  6g6 
poles  : 

Huntington  ave.  and  Copley  so^.  :  petition  to  erect  six  poles  a  402- 

granted  a  543 
Lincoln  st.  :  petition,  poles  a  241-granted  a  340 

Merrim AC  ST. :  petition  to  change  location  of  pole  a  160-granted  a  169 
Tremont  st.  :  poles,  granted  a  139-order  to  report  why  poles  have  not 

been  painted,  passed  a  277 
West  Chester  park:  petition  to  erect  twenty  poles  a  475-report,  no 
action  necessary  on  petition  for  poles,  accepted  a  762 


Bryant  &  Hall. 

remonstrance  against  petition  for  sewer,  Parker  st.  a  633 

Bryant,  John. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Bryne,  Fannie  M. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Savin  St.,  petition  a  483-granted  a  566 

Buckingham  street. 

claims  :  F.  Woodside,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  1S5 

Bugbee,  Daniel  W.,  et  ah. 

protest  against  confirmation  of  William  Doogue  as  superintendent  of 
common  and  public  grounds,  referred  to  committee  on  common,  etc. 
a  76-report,  no  action  necessary  a  1S9  c  195 

Building  Laws,  Digest  of.     (See  Printing.) 

Buildings,  Moving.       (See   Buildings,  Survey  and   Inspec- 
tion of.) 
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Buildings,  Public. 

committee  :  appointed  a  57  c  65 

superintendent :  James  C.  Tucker,  appointed  a  21-assigned  a  54,  76- 

laid  on  table  a  1 1  i-eon  tinned  a  141 
annual  report:   (CD.  20)  c  Si  a  105 

appropriation  for    school-houses  :  communication  from  superin- 
tendent public  buildings  requesting-  additional  appropriation,  referred 
to  finance  a  1034;  report,  accepted  c  1049-discussed  c  1056,  1057-amended, 
passed  c  1057  a  1061 
city  buildings,   Beacon  street:  order  to  put  in  proper  repair,  and 
also   to    move  various  departments  assigned   to  said  premises,  passed 
a  24  c  27-report  with  orders,  accepted,  passed  a  16S  c  175 
coal  :  communication  from  superintendent  relating  to,  with  order  to  pro- 
vide for  public  buildings,  etc.,  passed  a  669-discussed,  assigned  c  690- 
passed  c  709 
engine-house  IVo.  20,  tVeponset :  report  of  superintendent  of  pub- 
lic buildings    transmitting    communication    from    fire  commissioners, 
referred  to  committee  on  appropriations  a  1S7 
photographs    from    Sidney,    Australia:    message    from    mayor 
transmitting  communication  from  the  town  clerk  of  Sidney,  Australia, 
relating  to,  referred  to  committee  on  public  buildings  a  20-report  with 
order  accepting  gift,  and  that  they  be  placed  in  public  library  and  that 
mayor  make  suitable  acknowledgment  of  same,  accepted,  passed  a  77 
store-rooms  in  basement  01  City  Hall  :  order  that  superintendent 
of  buildings  be  authorized  to  consider  and  report  upon  the  expediency 
of  the   reassignment  of,   discussed,  referred   to    committee   on    public 
buildings  c  336 
public  buildings  to  be  constructed.     {See  Architect's  Dept.) 
public  buildings  : 
Hook  &  Ladder  Co.  No.  5  and  So.  Boston  Municipal  Court  :  order 
that  superintendent  of  public  buildings  be  requested  to  include  in  his 
estimates  a  sufficient  amount  to  provide  quarters  for,  discussed,  passed 
c  59  a  75-communication    from  superintendent    public  buildings,  re- 
ferred to  committee  011  appropriations  a  1S6;  order  that  superintendent 
of  public  buildings  include  in  estimates  sum  sufficient  to  remodel  said 
house  for  use  of  South  Boston  Municipal  Court  and  as  a  ward-room 
for  Ward   15,  referred  to  committee  on  appropriations  c  147 
House  for  Engine  No.  6  :  order  to  include  in  city  architect's  estimates 
a  sum  sufficient  to  provide  a  new  building  for  steam-engine  No.  6  at 
present  located  on  Wall  street,  discussed,  passed  c  12  a  2,; 
House  for  Hose  10,  South   Bo=Ton  :  order  that  city  architect  include 
in  estimates  sum   sufficient  to  provide,  referred  to  committee  on  ap- 
propriations c  1 17 
Municipal  Court  in  Police  Station-house  10:  petition  to-  assign 

rooms  to  police  department  a  752 
Old  Repair-shop  on  Wareham  st.  :  communication  from  committee 
on  public  lands  with  order  to  lease  building,  etc.,  passed  c   101-dis- 
cussed,  passed  a  108 

Buildings,  Survey  and  Inspection  of. 

committee:  appointed  a  57  c  65 
annual  report:  (CD.  25)  a  102  c  174 

appropriation:  order  to  transfer  certain   sum   from  reserved  fund  to, 
referred    to  finance  c  707-report  and    order,  accepted,  passed  c  794-as- 
signed  c  320-discussed  c  S32,  S^j-passed  c  S33  a  S43 
ordinances:  ordinance  to  amend  chap.  4S  of  Rev.  Ord.,  sect.  2,  dis- 
cussed a  935,  936-refei  red  to  committee  on  inspection  of  buildings  a  936- 
report,  accepted,  ordinance  passed  a  992  c  99S 
salaries  :  ordinance  to  amend  sect.  1  and  2  chap. 6,  Rev.  Ord.,  referred  to 
finance  a  1 16-report,  accepted,  referred  to  committee  on   inspection  of 
buildings  c   133  a    137-reports,  minority    and    majority  a  164-discussed 
a  i6s-l6S-majonty,  accepted,  ordinance  passed  a  i6S-discussed  a  1S3,  1S4 
theatres:  order  that  inspector  of  buildings  be  requested  to  investigate 
and  report  whether   the  various  theatre  managers  are  complying  with 
provisions  of  chap.  10  of  standing  regulations,  referred  to  committee  on 
inspection  of  buildings  a  4S0 
moving  buildings  : 

Adams  st.,  D. :   W.  R.  Cavanagh,  granted  a  499;  petition  a  561-granted 

a  593 
Autumn  st.:  Win.  R.  Cavanagh,  petition  a  614-granteda  640 
Bailey  ST. :  Win.  R.  Cavanagh,  petition  a  537-grantcd  a  566 
BERRY  ST.  :   Win.  R.  Cavanagh,  petition  a  537 
Blue  Hill  ave.  :  A.  M.  Richards,  granted  a  762;  Win.  R.  Cavanagh, 

petition  a  754-granted   1  77S 
Border  ST.:  John    Soley,  petition   a  402-granted   a  461;  John   Laley, 

granted  a  1035 
Boston  st.  :  J.  Soley,  petition  a  1016 

Bower  st.  :  John  ].  Ahern,  petition  a  735-granted  :i  717 
Braintree  ST.:  Stephen  Ellis,  petition  a  735-granted  a  747 
Brighton  ave.  .-John   Cavanagh,  petition  a  372-granted  a  407;  John 

Cavanagh  &  Son,  granted  a  719 
Burroughs  st.  :  John  Quirk,  granted  a  82S;  John  J.   Ahern,  granted 

a  S76 
Cambridge  ST.,   B.:  Martin  Ellis  &  Co.,  petition  a  269:  John  Quirk, 

petition,  granted  a  314;  John  Cavanagh  &  Son,  granted  a  847;  C.  S. 

Packard,  granted  a  S96 
Centre  st!  :  Win.  R.  Cavanagh,  petition  a  33S 

C11  ELSE'S  st.  :  John  Laley.  petition  a  662  ;  John  Soley,  granted  a 693 
Commonwealth   AVE.:    Wm.    R.   Cavanagh,   petition   a  483-gianted 

a  S42 
Cottage  ST.,  R.,  John  J.  Ahern,  petition  a  945 -granted  3987 
Dorchester  ave'.  :  Wm.  R.  Cavanagh,  petition  a  372-granted  a  407 
Dudley  st.  :  A.  M.  Richards,  petition  a  372-granted  a  407 
East  Eighth  st.  :  Wm.  R.  Cavanagh,  petition  a  9S3-granted  a  991 
East  Six  ih  st.  :  Win.  R.  Cavanagh,  petition  a  372-granted  a  372  ;  Wm. 
R.  Cavanagh,  petition  a  776-granted  a  S02;  Wm.  R.   Cavanagh,    peti- 
tion a  798-granted  a  S2S 

(18) 


Buildings,  Survey  and  Inspection  of,  continued. 

East  Third  st.  :  Wm.  R.  Cavanagh,  petition  a  735-granted  a  747 

Foster  court,  B.:  H.  S.  Angus,  petition,  granted  3407 

Forest  st.  :  John  J.  Ahern,  petition  a  725-granted  a  738 

Howard  St.:  W.  R.  Cavanagh.  granted  3727 

John  A.  Andrew  st.  :   Isaac  Blair  &  Co.,   petition   a   1033-granted 

a  1035 
Lawrence  st.,  C. :  S.  Richards,  granted  a  762 
Mt.  Hope  st.  :  Wm.  R.  Cavanagh,  granted  a  566 
Monument  st.  :  John  Soley,  petition  a  269-granted  a  314 
Monroe  st.,  R.  :  John  Cavanagh  &  Son,  granted  3747;  ].  Cavanagh  & 
Son,  petition  a  1033-granted  a  1040;  Wm.  R.  Cavanagh,  granted  a"i040 
No.  Harvard  ST. :  John  Soley,  petition  a  269-granted  a  314 
Parker  st.  :  Wm.  R.  Cavanagh,  petition  a  34S-gr.1nt.ed  a  372;    Wm. 
R.  Cavanagh,  petition  a  754-granted  a  S02;   W*m.  R.   Cavanagh,   pe- 
tition a  931-granted  a  947 
Poplar  ST.,   W.R. :    John  Quirk,  petition  a  536-granted  a  566 
Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  R.R. :  John  Soley,  petition  to  remove  build- 
ing a  561-granted  a  593 
Robeson  st.  :  John  J.  Ahern,  petition  a  891-granted  a  929 
Saratoga  st.  :  Wm.  A.  Smith,  petition  a  269-granted  a  314 
Simmons  st.  :  Isaac  Blair  &  Co.,  petition  a  S42-granted  a  S76 
Sixth  st.  :  John  Cavanagh  &  Son,  petition  a  348-granted  a  372 
Townsend  ST.:  Wm.  R.  Cavanagh,  petition  a  1033-granted  a  1035 
Tremont  ST.:  John  J.  Ahern,  petition  a  561-granted  a  593;  John  Cav- 
anagh &  Son,    petition  a  5S6-granted  a  617 
Warren  st.,  R. :  John  I.  Ahern,  petition  a  735-granted  a  747 
Washington  St.,  R. :  John  Soley,  petition  3614 
Washington  ST.,  W.R. :  John  Quirk,  petition  a  614-granted  a  640 
Western  ave.  :  II.  S.  Angus,  granted  a  719;  M.  Ellis  &  Co.,  granted 

a  876 
Williams  st.  :  John  Quirk,  petition  a  135-granted  a  162 
Winthrop  ST.  :  John  Soley,  petition  a  561-granted  a  593 
wooden  buildings  : 
A  ST.:  Tvler  Bros.,  petition  c  467-granted  3543    c   557;  Boston    Wharf 

Co.,  petition  a  1016 
Arlington  ave.  :  F.  O.  &  J.  T.  Reed,  petition  a402-laid  on  table  8543- 

refused  a  567  c  571 
Athens  st.  :  Howard  Clapp,  petition  a  1060-granted  c  10S5  a  1093 
Atlantic  ave.  :  Boston  Heating  Co.,  petition  a  725 
Battery  st.  :  order  to  revoke  permit  granted  to  owner  of  building   in 
process  of  erection,  etc.  discussed,  referred  to  committee  on  inspection 
of  buildings  c  S3i-report,  accepted,  passed  c  S8S  a  S92 
Bickfokd  ST.,  R. :  J.  Souther  &  Sons,  petition    a  1016-granted   a    1035 

c  104S 
Blue  Hill  ave.:  M.  J.    Mullen,   petition  a  776-granted   cS2oaS24; 

Hugh  Nawn,  petition  a  797-granted  c  S20  a  S24 
Border  st.  :  Herman  Drake,  petition  a  476-granted  a  562;  Geo.  Mc- 
Questen  &  Co.,  petition  a  743-report,  no  action  necessary,  accepted 
a  77S  c  7S4;  Atlantic  Works,  petition  a  753-granted  c  S20  3824; 
Joseph  M.  Towle,  petition  a  753-granted  c  S20  aS24;  T.  Gray  &  L.  W. 
Clark,  petition  a  753  c  820-granted  a  827  c  S39;  G.  F.  Damon,  report 
no  action  necessary  a  S27  c  S32 
Boylston  st.  :  James  Page,  granted  c  S20  a  S24 

Braintree  st.  :  Cyrus  Butler,  petition  a  536-report,   no   action  neces- 
sary a  620  c  657 
Brighton  ave.  :  Arthur  Timmins,  petition  a  S42-granted  c  S8S  a  892 
Burnham's  wharf  :  Austin   C  Wellington,   petition    a    753-granted 

a  77S  c  .7S4 
Call  st.  :  A.  Blanchard,  petition  a  26S-granted  a  351  c  361 ;  John  Thor- 

burn,  petition  a  536-granted  a  620  c  657 
Chelsea  ST.,   E.B.:  Maverick   Oil   Co.,    petition  a  931-grantcd  c.  1014 

a  1017 ;  Pierce  &  Canterbury,  petition  a  oS3-granted  c  1014  a  1017 
Condor  st.  :  Herbert  Loud,  petition  a  921-granted  a  933  c  996 
Congress  st.  :  Boston  Wharf  Co.,  petition  a  214-granted  c  235  a  242; 

petition  c  467-granted  a  543,  c  557 
Cottage  St.:  St.  Ann's  Episcopal  Church,  petition  a  931-grantcd  a9S6 

C996 
Crescent  ave.,  C. :  F.  Whitromb,  petition  a  185-granted  C235  3242 
Dudley  st.  :  Henry  Kelley,  petition  a  776-granted  c  820   a  824  ;  James 

II .  Waite,  petition  a  S42-gianted  a  S77  c  S87 
East  First  St.:  Mrs.  A.   atetson,   petition  a  945-withdrawn    a   1009 

c  1013 
East  Fourth  st.  :  Bay  State  Iron  Co.,  petition  a  725 
East  Seventh  st.  :  Boston  Cordage  Co.,  petition  a  776-granted  c  S20 

a  82  1 
East  Sixth  st.  :    Boston  Cordage  Co.,  petition   a  776-granted  c  820 

a  S24 
Elm  ST. :  Henry  Dudley,  petition  a  735 
Everett  st.,  B.:  Sewali  &  Day  Cordage  Co.,  petition  a  661;  granted 

c  710  a  718 
Foundry  st.  :  Old  Colony  R.R.  Co.,  petition  a  753-granted  c  S20  a  824 
Franklin  st.,  B.:  C.  O.  Beck,  petition  a3ii-refused  a  373  c  3S1 ;  pe- 
tition a  402-granted  c  560  a  562 
Fred  st.  :  Isabella  F.  Ricker,  petition  to  erect  a  661 
George  ST.,  R. :  M.  Hurlihy,  petition  a  95i-°;ranted  a  950  c  996 
GuSTIN  st.  :  A.  Morton,  petition  a  562-withdrawn  a  620  c  657 
HALLECK  ST.:  Robert  Treat   Paine,    granted   a    i3S-discussed   c    140- 

granted  c  150 
Howard  st.  :  Thomas  F.  Scanlan,  petition  a  26S-granted  a  373  c  3S2 
K  st.  :  E.  C  Gifford,  petition  a  lOoS-report,  no  action  necessary  a  1035 

c  104S 
London  st.  :  Joseph  P.  Hamlin,  petition  to  erect  a  661-rcfused  c  723- 
recommitted'a  726-refused  a  74S;  M.  C.  Nay,  petition  a  oS8-granted 
c  1014  a  1017 
Medford  ST.:  Anthony  Waterman,  petition   a   735,  9So-re fused  c  1014 
a  1017 


BUILDINGS 


BY  AM 


Buildings,  Survey  and  Inspection  of,  continued. 

Morris  st.  :  Leonard  Pickering-,  petition  a  483-granted  c  560  a  562 

Mt.  Pleasant  ave.  :  O.  E.  Madden,  petition  a  looS-granted  c  1014 
a  1017 

Neponset  ave.  :  American  Conduit  and  Construction  Co.,  petition 
a  691 

New  st.  :  H.  S.  Robinson,  petition  a  536-granted  c  560  a  562 

Norfolk  ave.  :  Pearson  Cordage  Co.,  petition  a  sS6-granted  a  620 
c  657 

Paris  ST. :  Neil  Campbell,  petition  a  371-granted  c  474  a  477;  John 
Brant,  petition  a  725 

Pynchon  st.  :  A.  Zeigler,  petition  a  743 

Q^st.  :  South  Boston  R.R.  Co.,  petition  a  402-granted  a  543  c  557 

Rutherford  ave.  :  E.  A.  Gillett  &  Son,  petition  a  105 

Saratoga  st.  :  Albert  Stirk,  petition  to  erect,  granted  c  134  a  137;  peti- 
tion a  753-granted  a  77S  c  7S4 

Shelby  st.  :  Samuel  J.  Ellis,  petition  a  S70-granted  c  SSS  3892 

Walnut  ave.  :  E.  K.  Turner,  petition  a  45S 

Warren  st.  :  C.  Fitchburg  R.R.  Co.,  granted  a  543  c  54S.« 

Warren  st.,  R. :  G.  A.  Avery,  petition  a  1016-report,  no  action  neces- 
sary a  1035  c 104S 

Washington  St.,  W.R. :  Boston  Thread  and  Twine  Co.,  petition  a  691 

Weeks  wharf:  John  S.  Weeks,  petition  a  725 

West  First  st.  :  A.  P.  Morse,  petition  a  691;  B.  W.  Dean,  petition 
a  iooS-granted  c  10S5  a  K*)2 

West  Second  st.  :  A.  E.  Robinson,  petition  a  931-granted  a  950  c  996 

Western  ave.  :  Joseph  O.  Bullard,  petition  a  725 

Buildings,  School,  Safety  of.     (See  Schools.) 

Buildings,  Wooden.    (See  Buildings,  Survey  and  Inspection 
of.) 

Bullard,  D.  W. 

petition  for  increase  of  salary  as  clerk  in  office  of  clerk  of  Superior  Civil 
Court  a  161-refused  a  852 

Bullard,  Joseph  O. 

petition  to  erect  building,  Western  ave.  a  725 

Bunker,  Alfred,  et  ah. 

petition  to  repair  iron  fence,  Cedar  sq.  c  427-report,  inexpedient  a  591  c  59S 

Bunker  Hill  Cyclorama  Association. 

steam-engine,  Tremont  st.,  petition  a920-granted  a  934. 

Bunker  Hill  Schools.     (See  Schools.) 
Bunker  Hill  street. 

claim  :  Jonathan  Stone,  petition,  compensation,  damages  to  estate,  re- 
fused a  139  c  i4S-claim  settled  a  49S 

druggist's  mortar:  Ernest  C.  Marshall,  petition  a  S7o-granted 
3897 

flag:  Young  Men's  Temperance  Society  of  Charlestown,  permit  to  sus- 
pend, granted  a  713 

lamp  :  James  N.  Supple  et  ah.,  petition  a  311 

paving:  order  that  superintendent  of  streets  be  requested  to  include  in 
estimates  sum  sufficient  to  pave,  referred  to  committee  on  appropriations 
c  S7 ;  order  to  report  an  order  providing  for  a  loan  for,  referred  to  com- 
mittee on  finance  c  767 

sewer  :  petition  743,  744 

tree  :  G.  N.  Fisher,  order  to  allow  to  trim,  passed  a  543 

Burbank,  A.  N. 

stable,  Erie  ave.,  petition  a  734-granted  a  746 

Burgess,  Anna  C. 

stable,  Norfolk  St.,  petition  a  931-granted  a  950 

Burgess,  Edward.     (See  Paine,  Gen.) 
Burgess,  John  A. 

petition,  compensation,  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs,  granted  a  140 

Burial-grounds.      (See  under  names  of  different  cemeteries.) 
Burke  Bros. 

steam-engine,  Hancock  St.,  D.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  161-hear 
ing  a  236-granted  a  272 

Burke,  Chas.  D. 

sidewalk,  Cedar  St.,  R.  petition  a  743 

Burke,  J.  B. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Burke,  John. 

stable,  Hillside  ave.,  B.,  petition  a  775-gTanted  a  S03 
Burke,  Thomas. 

furnace,  India  street,  petition  a  311-refused  a  1068 


Burkhardt,  G.  F. 

petition  to  erect  temporary  platform,  Parker  St.,  granted  a  51  ;  petition  for 
consideration  of  the  matter  of  condition  of  a  building-  on  Prentiss  St. 
a  135-refuseda  190;  stable,  Halleck  St.,  petition  a  743-granted  a  757 

Bumham,  Alfred  A.,  Jr. 

petition  to  place  druggist's  mortar,  Dudley  st.  a  776-granteda  82S,  S29 

Bumham,  D.  S.,  et  ah. 

lamps,  suburbs,  petition  a  1015-refused  a  1063 

Bumham,  L.  G.,  et  ah. 

petition  that  Roxbury  canal  be  dredged,  a  402-communication  from  cily 
engineer  relative  to,  with  order  for  transfer,  discussed  a  485-490-referred 
to  committee  on  sewers  a  490-discussed  a  589,  590-indefinitely  postponed 
a  590;  steam-engine,  East  Chester  park,  petition  and  order  for  hearing 
a  752-hearing  a  775-797-granted  a  S27 

Burnham's  Wh^rf. 

building  :  Austin  C.  Wellington,  petition  to  erect  a  753-granted  a  77S 
C7S4 

Bumham,  Winfield  A. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Burns,  Mary. 

personal  injuries,  Monument  St.,  C,  petition  c  467 

Bums,  P.  A. 

petition  to  open  sidewalk,  Warren  st.  a  561,  562-granted  a  593 

Burr,  Sidney  L.,  Councilman,  Ward  23. 

qua!  i  (i«  tl  :  page2 

appointed  :  committee  on  assessors,  police  c  64,  65  ;  fourth  of  July  c  325 
remarks  :  payment   for  park  lands  c   96;    South    Boston   school-house 
c  369,  394,  395 ;   entertainment  of  Hon.  Win.  O'Brien  c  556 

Burr  &  Tyler. 

petition  to  maintain  entrance  from  sidewalk,  Commercial  St.  a  214 

Burrage,  Albert  C,  et  ah. 

petition,  sewer,  Tappan  St.  a  371 ;  petition,  lamps,  Tnppan  St.  a  476 

Burrill,  A.  W. 

appointed  measurer  of  grain  a  212-confirmed  a  242 

Burrill  &  Dutton. 

steam-engine,  Haverhill  St.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  932-hearing 
a  9S8-withdrawn  a  1009 

Burroughs  street. 

building  :  John  Quirk,  moving,  granted  a  S2S;  John  J.  Ahern,  moving-, 

granted  a  876 
poles  :  New  England  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co.,  petition  a  691 

Burt,  George  L. 

petition,  compensation  for  loss  of  fowls  a  371-granted  a  747 

Burton  street. 

paving  :  petition  to  pave  with  granite  blocks  a  754 

Burying-grounds. 

care  of:  ordinance  relating  to,  referred  to  committee  on  ordinances 
c  767 

Bushnell  street,  Dorchester. 

lamps  :  Charles  F.  Kittredge  et  als.,  trustee,  petition  a  797 

Butler,  Cyrus. 

petition,  to  erect  building,  Braintree  St.,  a  536-report,  no  action  necessary 
a  620  c  657 

Butler,  Horace  B. 

elected  clerk  of  directors  of  East  Boston  ferries  a  34S 

Butler,  Peter. 

petition  to  be  paid  balance  tax  sale  of  estate,  Bowe  st.  a  892 

Butler,  Thomas  P. 

stable,  Hampshire  St.,  petition  a  753-granted  a  777 

Butler,  Wm.  S.  &  Co. 

bay-window,  Tremont  St.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  310-hearing 
a  337"refused  a  351 

Buttrick,  Elizabeth. 

edgestone  and  sidewalk  assessment,  Dennis  St.,  abated  a  190 

Byam,  Charles  F. 

petition,  lamp,  Austin  St.,  C.  a  921-granted  a  933 
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BYAM 


CANDLER 


Byam,  Raymond  S. 

stable,  East  Eighth  St.,  petition  a  S9i-granted  a  925 

Byron  Court. 

stable  :  James  Brennan,  petition  a  561-granted  a  5S8 

C  street. 

bay-window  :  Thomas  Cuddihy,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  662, 

711— granted  a  719 
coal-hole  :  Thomas  Cuddihy,  petition  a  754-granted  a  77S. 
paving:   ordered  a  673;  order   to  pave   with  granite  blocks,  discussed, 

passed  a  736 

Cabe,  John  G. 

edgestones,  Paul  Gore  St.,  petition  3475 

Cabot,  T  H. 

appointed  measurer  of  grain  a  135-confirmed  a  162 

Cabot  street,  Roxbury. 

claims:   P.   Devney,   injuries  to  cab,   petition  a  160-refused  a  47S  c  £07 ; 

Patrick  O'Brien,  petition,  damages  to  property  a  753-refused  a  S77  c  SS4 
edgestones  and  sidewalk  :  petition  a  536-granted  a  560,  762 
engine-liouse  :    report   on    order  to   sell,  that  order   ought   not  pass 
a  620-discussed,   recommitted  c  656;    report  accepted  a  S27  c  S32;    in- 
definitely postponed  a  S27 
lying-in  hospital  :  Mrs.  M.  Lietish,  petition  3401 
sidewalk  :  petition  a  691 -granted  a  719;    petition  a754~granted  a  S02 

Caddigan,  John  J. 

appointed  assistant  inspector  and  weigher  of  vessels  and  ballasta345~ 
confirmed  a  377 

Cafflin,  Arthur  E. 

sewer,  Faneuil  St.,  petition  a  475;  petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment, 
Lincoln  St.,  B.  a  920 

Cain,  A.  M. 

lamps,  Roslin  St.,  petition  a  S70 

Caldwell  street. 

sewer  :  ordered  a  720 

Caldwell  and  Brighton  streets,  Charlestown. 

sewerage  :  communication  from  board  of  health  relating  to,  referred  to 
committee  on  sewers  a  S93-report,  accepted  a  1063 

Caledonia  street. 

lamps  :  Win.  Bassctt,  petition  aSz3 
sewer:  petition  a  311-ordcrcd  a  727 
steam-engines  :  Win.  Bassett,  petition  aS42-granted  a  S77 

Calef,  G.  W. 

petition  to  run  barges  a  371-given  leave  to  withdraw  a  412 

Call,  John  M. 

stable,  Call  St.,  petition  a  347-granted  a373;  petition  a  633-grantcd  a  671 

Call  street. 

building:  A.  Blanchard,  petition  to  erect  a  268-granlcd  a  351  c  361; 
John  Thorburn,  petition  to  erect  a  536-granted  a  620  c  657 

poles  :  N.  E.  Telephone  it  Telegraph  Co.,  petition  to  erect  a  185-grantcd 
a  216 

stable:  A.  Blanchard,  petition  a  269-grantcd  a  313;  John  M.  Call, 
petition  a  347-granted  a  373;  petition  a  633-grante'd  a  671 ;  John  Thor- 
burn, petition  a  535 -granted  a  566 

Callaghan,  John. 

personal  injuries,  Sumner  St.,  petition  a  614-refused  a  S2S  c  S32 

Callahan,  Cornelius. 

order  to  grant  license  to  make  a  bonfire,  June  16,  passed  a  623 

Callahan,  Jeremiah. 

petition,  compensation  for  fowls  lulled  by  dogs  a  105-granted  a  340 

Callahan,  Jeremiah  J. 

appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  212-confirmed  a  242;  appointed 
weigher  of  coal  a  26S-conlirmed  a  313 

Callahan,  John  F.,  et  als. 
petition  to  repave  Lincoln  st.  with  granite  blocks  a  311 

Callahan,  John  T.,  et  als. 


Callbeck,  Wm.  H. 

stable,  Condor  St.,  petition  a  10S9 

Calnan,  P.  J. 

petition,  license  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  in  Charlestown  a  311-granted 
.1373 

Calumet  street. 

pnblic  travel :  order  to  put  in  condition  for,  passed  a  802 

Calvert  street. 

steam-engine  :  Tremont  Foundry  and  Machine  Co.,  petition  a  933 

Cambridge  Bridge,  New.     (See  Bridges.) 
Cambridge  R  R.  Co. 

electric^  system  :  petition  to  operate  its  cars  by  electricity  a  725;  peti- 
tion to  run  cars  by  electricity,  discussed,  referred  to  committee  on  rail- 
roads a726-motion  to  rescind,  reference,  discussed  a  726, 731-carried  a  731- 
order  amended,  discussed  n73i-733-passed  a  733;  order  to  use  electricity 
in  propelling  one  or  more  of  its  cars,  etc.,  passed  a  799 

"poles  :  petition  to  attach  wire  to  pole,  Washington  St.,  B.  a  797-granted 
a  929 

Cambridge  street. 

claims  :  S.  Cluif,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  214;  P.  Hughes,  personal 
injuries,  petition  a  241 

Cambridge  street,  Brighton. 

bridge  :  order  of  notice  of  hearing  a  4So-hearing  a  4S2,  53S-order  that 
railroad  commissioners  adjudge  such  alteration  necessary  and  prescribe 
the  manner  and  limits  within  which  it  shall  be  made,  passed  a  4S2-re- 
port  no  further  action  necessary  a  630,  763  c  771;  order  for  mayor  to 
execute  an  indenture  with  the  Boston  &  Albany  R.R.  to  construct 
bridge,  etc.,  passed  a  642-referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  6SS-report, 
accepted,  discussed,  order  passed  c  723 

building  :  Martin  Ellis  &  Co.,  petition  to  move  a  269;  John  Quirk,  peti- 
tion to  move,  granted  a  314;  John  Cavanagh  &  Son,  moving,  granted 
a6>47;  C.  S.  Packard,  moving,  granted  a  S96 

crossing:  order  to  petition  legislature  for  authority  to  make  alteration 
of  a  crossing  and  the  approaches,  etc.,  passed  a  73S  c  771 

poles  :  New  England  Telegraph  and  Telephone  Co.,  refused  a  673 

sewer:  petition  a  34S-order  for  hearing  a  377-hearing  a  401;  order  for 
hearing  a  463 

stable  :  W.  W.  Marsh,  petition  a  51-granted  a  77;  Timothy  Sullivan, 
petition  a  100S 

tree  :  W.  W.  Marsh,  order  to  allow  removal  of,  passed  a  420 

Cambridge  street,  Charlestown. 

electric  lights  :  L.  E.  Timson,  jr.,  el  als.,  petition  a  724 
poles  :  Charlestown  Gas   Co.,  granted  a  139;  Somerville  Electric  Light 
Co.,  order  to  remove  poles,  passed  a  749 

Camden  street,  Roxbury. 

stable  :   B.  Evans,  petition  a  241-grantcd  a  275 

Camfill,  Wm. 

lamps,  Wachusett  ave.,  W.R.,  petition  a  775;  petition  that  Wachusett  St. 

be  put  in  order  a  776 

Campbell,  Hugh  H.,  et  als. 
sewer,  Carson  st.,  D.,  petition  a  459 

Campbell,  Isaac  T. 

appointed  overseer  of  the  poor  a  157-confirmed  a  1S6 

Campbell,  J.  H.  C,  et  als. 

lamps,  Weld  St.,  petition  a  891 

Campbell,  Neil. 

petition  to  build,  Paris  st.  a  371-granted  c  474  a  477 

Campbell,  W.  A. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  2ft3-confirmcd  a  313 

Canal  Bank  and  Sewall's  Coixrt,  Charlestown. 

laying  out  and  widening  :  petition  to  layout,  etc.,  referred  to  com- 
mittee  on  laying  out  and  widening  streets  c  27-report  inexpedient  c  235 
a  242 

Canal  street. 

Steam-engine  :  Charles  S.  Gove  &  Co.,  order  for  hearing  a  S92-hear- 
ing  a  945-granted  a  985 

Candage,  R.  G.  F.,  ct  als. 

petition  lor  lease  of  Apple  Island  a  371 


lamp,  Washington   St.,  C,  petition  a  536;  electric  light,  Washington  St., 
C,  petition  a  530 

Candler,  John  W. 

order  to  pay  balance   tax-sale  estates,  East  Chester  park  and  Swctt  St., 
I  passed  a  1 14  c  119 
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Callahan,  Kate. 

personal  injuries,  N  St.,  refused  a  341  c  355 


CANFIELD 


CARROLL 


Canfield,  Felix  P.,  et  ah. 

petition,  sewer,  Waverley  St.,  B.  a  891 

Cangley,  Thomas,  et  ah. 

remonstrance  against  proposed  sewer,  Jamaica  St.  a  34S-refused  a  1063 

Canterbury  Chemical  Engine.     (Sec  Fire.) 
Canterbury  street. 

lamps  :  J.  M.  Galvin  et  a/s.,  petition  a  691 

land:  Proprietors    Forest  Hills  Cemetery  Association,  petition  use  of 

parcel  of  land  for  burial  purposes  a  373 
plank-walk  :  John  M.  Galvin  et  a/s.,  petition  a  614 

Capen,   Samuel  J.,  et  ah. 

lamps,  Darling-  St.,  D.,  petition  a  9SS 

Capen,  Samuel  John,  Alderman,  District  12. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed:  committee  on  unclaimed  baggage  a  22  ;  standing  —  bonds, 
lamps,  paving  and  repair  of  streets,  railroads  ;  joint  —  bridges,  ceme- 
teries, contingent  expenses,  common  and  public  grounds,  city  hall 
reference  library,  city  hospital,  harbor  department,  lamps,  paving  a  57; 
registrar's  department,  surveyor's  department  a  58;  new  bridge  to 
Cambridge  a75  ;  Kearsarge  burial-ground  a  75  ;  police  investigation  a  137 

remarks  :  park  loans  a  107;  employment  of  armed  bodies  a  109;  petition 
of  Metropolitan  R.R.  Co.  for  tracks  in  South  Boston  a  159;  investiga- 
tion of  South  Boston  R.R.  Co.  a  217,  21S;  next  meeting  a  2:8;  report  of 
commissioners  on  cemeteries  a  270;  tracks  on  Harrison  ave.  a  2S1 ;  j 
planting  of  trees  a  409;  railroads  a  410;  question  of  privilege  a  425  ; 
Roxbury  High-school  site  a  461  ;  Board  of  Public  Works  a  464  ;  paving, 
Devonshire  st.  a  544;  Berry  St.,  gravel  banks  a  5S4,  5S5;  music-stand  on 
the  common  a  591  ;  Parnell  St.  a  594;  paving,  Central  st.  a  596,  597; 
secretary  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery  a  635 

Capen  street,  Dorchester. 

sewer  :  petition  a  634 
Carberry,  Thomas,  et  al. 

petition,  sewers,  Longwood  ave.  and  Ward  St.  a  475 

Carberry,  W.  H.,  et  ah. 

lamp,  Heath  St.,  petition  a  100S 

Card,  Geo.  W. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  45S-confirrned  a  477 

Card,  J.  H. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Carey,  John,  et  ah. 

edgestones,  sidewalk,  and  macadamizing,  West  Lark  st.,  petition  a  311 

Carey,  Thomas. 

petition,  damages  to  estate,  Florence  st.,  W.R.  a  31  i-refused  a  350  c  355 

Carey,  Thomas,  et  ah. 

petition  for  Metropolitan  R.R.  Co.  to  apply  for  locations  in  South  Boston 
a  214 

Carl,  Edward. 

appointed  inspector  and  seizer  of  charcoal  baskets  a  33S-confirmed  a  34S; 
appointed  deputy  sealer  of  weights  and  measures  a  33S-conrirmed  a  34S 

Carleton  street. 

claims  :  Thomas  McManus,  petition,  damages  to  property  a  753-refuscd 

a  852  c  859 
land  :  Thomas  McMahon,  petition  to  be  compensated  for  the  destruction 

of  grass,  report,  no  action  necessary  a  139  c  147 

Carlisle  street. 

renumbering  :  ordered  a  929 

Carney,  Martin  S. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  4S2  confirmed  a  53S 

Caro,  Solomon  M. 

appointed  xindertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Carolina  avenue. 

sewer  :  order  for  hearing  a  316-hearing  a  337 

Carolina  street,  West  Roxbury. 

sewer  :  J.  Fallon  et  a/s.,  petition  a 214 

Carpenter,  A.  C. 

license  for  exhibition  of  psychology  at  Horticultural  hall,  granted  a  77,  1009 

Carr,  John. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Elm-hill  ave.,  petition  a  S24~granted  a  S46;  side- 


walk, Cheney  st.,  petition  a  824-granted  aS46 


Carr,  Patrick,  et  ah. 

lamps,  Tremont  pi.,  petition  a  9SS 

Carr,  Rufus  B. 

sidewalk,  Perrin  st.,  granted  a  543 

Carriages.     (See  Contingent  Expenses.) 
Carriages  for  South  Boston  Members  of  Common  Coun- 
cil.     (See  Contingent  Expenses.) 
Carroll,  James  W  ,  et  als. 

petition,  use  of  Faneuil  hall  a  775-granted  a  S02 

Carroll,  Michael  J.,  Councilman,  Ward  15. 

qualified:  pa^e  2 

appointed:  committee  on  lamps,  overseers  of  the  poor  c  65;  salaries 
c  90 

remarks  :  park  loan  c  S,  9;  eight-hour  law  c  31 ;  employment  of  armed 
bodies  of  men  bv  corporations  and  individuals  c  93 ;  South-bay  improve- 
ments c  154.,  155;  carriages  for  Brighton  member  c  156;  market  leases 
c  176;  employment  of  police  durintr  strike  c  1S0,  1S1 ;  salaries  of  assist- 
ant inspectors  c  199;  occupation  of  streets  for  building  purposes  c  230, 
23'i  335  i  pay  of  gas  lamplighters  c  2SS;  salary  of  registrars  of  voters 
c  295  296;  carriages  for  4th  of  July  c  6S7,  6SS ;  holiday  Memorial  day 
c  426;  next  meeting  c  451:  half-holiday  on  Saturdays  c  515;  police 
salaries  c  773;  Old  Franklin  school-house  c  7S2;  erection  of  sundry 
buildings  c  7S7;  lunch  c  793,  794;  Saturday  half-holidays  c  795,  796; 
sewer  department  and  improved  sewerage  c  S15,  S16;  Frank  Jones' 
claim  c  S20;  "Volunteer"  memorial  c  S61 ;  South  bay  C959;  Interna- 
tional Union  of  Bricklayers  c  1070 

Carroll,  William  Patrick,  Alderman,  District  6. 

qualified  :  page  1 

appointed  :  standing — bonds,  county  accounts,  electric  wires,  railroads  ; 
joint  —  appropriations,  claims,  city  clerk's  department,  finance,  health, 
inspection  of  buildings,  legislative  affairs,  ordinances,  law  department, 
printing,  public  institutions,  public  lands  a  57;  schools  and  school- 
houses,  underground  wires,  water  a  5$;  conference  committee  a  106; 
seventeenth  of  June  a  312 ;  funeral  ex-mayor  Albert  Palmer  a  530;  enter- 
tainment of  city  council  of  Philadelphia  a  546;  committee  of  conference, 
new  Cambridge  bridge  a  643;  Faneuil  hall,  special  a  676 

remarks  :  park  loan  a  3;  underground  wires  a  22;  rules  and  orders  of 
board,  a  23,  24;  superintendent  of  bridges  a  54;  question  of  privilege 
a  73,  74,  104,  105,339,340,421-423,476;  Stony  brook  a  78,115,  142;  ward- 
room, Ward  11  a  79;  limit  of  taxation  ;ind  indebtedness  a  106,  107;  old 
repair-shop  on  Wareham  st.  a  10S;  employment  of  armed  bodies  a  10S- 
1 10  ;  tire  commissioner  a  1 11  ;  police  salaries  a  140;  petition  of  Met.  R.R. 
Co.  for  tracks  in  South  Boston  a  157-160;  salaries  in  department  of 
inspection  of  buildings  a  166;  reports  called  for  a  1S9;  Boston  Heating 
Co.  a  191  ;  hearing  on  petition  of  Suburban  Street  Railway  a  209;  digging 
up  streets  for  underground  wires  a  213;  James  &  Maybury  claim  a  240; 
James  McCormick  estate  a  24S,  249;  railroad  investigation  a  250;  county 
paymaster  3252;  Sbirley-st.  sewer  assessments  a  270;  fast  day  a  270; 
jury-list  a  271  ;  grammar  school-house,  South  Boston  a  276,  346;  tracks 
on  Harrison  ave.  a  2S1  ;  inspector  of  pressed  or  bundled  hay  a  312,  313 ; 
salaries  of  county  jail  officers  a  314;  signs  on  the  streets  a  314-316;  sal- 
aries and  wages  to  be  paid  from  liquor  licenses  a  316;  jury-list  a  31s, 
319;  salaries  and  wages  of  employees  a  322- 324;  water-appropriation 
a  339 ;  release  of  lot  a  341  ;  lease  of  strip  of  land  a  344  ;  ferry  tolls  a  352  ; 
underground  conduits  a  374,375;  proposed  new  bridge  to  Cambridge 
a  376,  615617,  594,  666,  667;  Arbor  day  a  377,37s;  watering  streets  a  37S; 
printing  of  bills  against  the  city  a  379;  Sargent's  wharf  a  379,  3S0;  Old 
Franklin  school  a  403-406;  watering  macadamized  streets  a  40S;  rail- 
roads a  410;  annual  estimates  a  414-420;  American  Conduit  Co.  a  445, 
446;  appropriation  bill  a  446-448,457;  sale  of  "  Heath-st.  bank  "  a  461 ; 
Roxbury  high-school  site  a  461  ;  Commonwealth  ave.  a  4S1  ;  East  Bos- 
ton ferry  tolls  a  4S4,  4S5 ;  Roxbury  canal  a  485-490;  Memorial  day 
a  491-495.  543,  544 ;  Jamaica  Pond  Aqueduct  Co.  a  496;  Lauten  investi- 
gation a  537;  South  Boston  R.R.  Co.  a  538,  539,  619;  new  water-works 
a  540;  paving  Devonshire  st.  a  544,  545;  entertainment  of  confederate 
veterans  a  562 ;  Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind  a  565  ;  paving  Central 
st.  a  567,  596,  597 ;  supplementary  appropriation  bill  a  621,  633;  plank 
covering  over  Stony  brook  a  622,  623 ;  Berry  st.,  gravel  bank  a  584,  585  ; 
use  of  Faneuil  ball  for  Queen's  jubilee  a  639;  .Long  island  a  662;  Geo. 
Martin,  claim  a  663-665  ;  Old  State  house  memorial  a666;  salaries  of  cer- 
tain police  officers  a  609-671 ;  underground  wires  a  692;  fourth  assistant 
messenger  a  693:  revised  grade  of  Saratoga  st.  a  695;  electric  lighting 
companies  a  696;  torpedoes  and  other  detonators  a  696,697;  gates  on 
drawbridges  a  697,69s;  lantern  investigation  3715.  716;  Marine  park  re- 
fectories a  716;  grade,  Saratoga  st.  a  718 ;  electricity  on  Cambridge  R.R. 
a  726;  Boyiston-st.  grade  damages  a  729;  East  Boston  trees  a  730;  elec- 
tric Motor  on  Cambridge  R.R.  a  730-733  ;  C  St.,  paving  a  736;  opening  of 
streets  by  corporations  and  departments  a  742;  unproductive  city  prop- 
erty a  752;  Old  Franklin  school-house  a  755-757;  Faneuil  hall  —  naturali- 
zation of  aliens  a  75S-761  ;  electric  wires  a  762;  care  of  hydrants  a  763 ; 
safety  of  school  buildings  a  764;  police  salaries  a  764;  police  signal- 
boxes  a  79S;  Faneuil  hall  a  802;  public  buildings  to  be  constructed 
a  800;  election  officers  a  Soo,  Soi  ;  physical  laboratory  for  Girls'  Higli 
and  Latin  school  aSo4;  Beacon-hill  reservoir  a  844;  pavinsr  Brattle  sq. 
a  S47;  proposed  sewer  transfer  a  850  S52 ;  suburban  st.  R.R.  locations 
a869;  Hoxbury  high  school  a  S91  ;  sewer  appropriation  a  922;  Nason's 
stable  a  927,  92S;  Tuckerman  school  a  934,  935;  street-car  blockades 
a  935;  department  for  inspection  of  buildings  a  936;  Lincoln  and 
Gaston  school  districts  a  946;  Dolan  claim  a  94S ;  law  ordinance  a  990; 
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Carroll,  William  Patrick,  Alderman,  continued. 

membership  of  common  council  a  984;  M.  O'Hare  claim  a  984;  nui- 
sances a  9S4,  9S5  ;  sale  of  land  belonging  to  city  a9S5  ;  municipal  election, 
ballot-boxes  a  993;  fourth  of  July  a  1009;  ballots,  municipal  election, 
a  1010,1011;  next  meeting  a  ion;  flag,  Broadway  a  1016;  paving  ap- 
propriation a  1037-1040;  loans  a  1061 ;  bridge  appropriation  a  1067;  trans- 
fer of  improved  sewerage  department  a  1090;  closing  proceedings  a  1096 

Carruth  street. 

sewer  :  F.  L.  Price  et  at.,  petition,  abatement  assessment,  and  also 
abatement  of  nuisance  caused  by  sewer,  refused  a  138  c  148 

Carson  street. 

edgestones  :  petition  a  311-granted  a  610 

sewer  :  petition  a  459-order  for   hearing   a  409-hearing   a   534-ordered 

a  564 
stable  :  John  Gunn,  petition  a  931-granted  a  9S6 

Carstensen,  Henry,  Councilman,  "Ward  1. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed:  committee  on  bridges,  public  buildings  c  64,  65;  entertain- 
ment of  city  council  of  Philadelphia  c  551  ;  centennial  anniversary  of  the 
adoption  of  the  constitution  c  677 

remarks  :  Chelsea  bridge,  horses  C770;  East  Boston  high  school  c  963; 
sewers,  East  Boston  c  996,  997;  bridge  appropriation  c  1076 

Carter,  Mary  Ann. 

personal  injuries,  Winter  St.,  petition  c  427-settled  a  592  c  598 

Carter,  Rice,  &  Co. 

steam-engine,  Devonshire  St.,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934 

Carter,  Robert  D. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Carter,  Wm.  E. 

petition,  license,  polo  exhibition  a  1015-granted  a  1035 

Carver  street. 

bay-wiudow  :  A.  D.  Collins,  granted  a  138 
Cary,  Nathan  C. 

sidewalk,  Thornton  St.,  petition  a  372 

Cary,  Susannah  E.,  el  ah. 

lamps,  Lotus  st.  petition  a  1060 

Cary,  "Wm.  H. 

appointed  surveyor  of  marble,  freestone,  soapstone  a  371-confirmed  a  406 

Casey,  Mrs.  C. 

stable,  Granger  St.,  petition  a  S42-granted  a  S77 

Casey,  Frank. 

stable,  Paris  St.,  petition  a  561-refused  a  693 

Casey,  John,  et  ah. 

petition,  redress  on  account  of  maintenance  of  high  board  fence  by  Boston 
Base  Ball  Association,  Berlin  st.  a  033;  sidewalk,  Third  St.,  petition 
a  920 

Casey,  Wm. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Tremont  St.,  petition  a  776 

Cassidy,  A.,  et  ah. 

lamps,  Bolster  St.,  petition  a  842 

Cassidy,  Andrew. 

petition,  removal,  tree,  Bolster  St.  a  241 

Cassidy,  John  E. 

petition,  release  of  land  in  Watertown  a  891-refused  a  991. 
Cassin,  J.  S.  H.,  et  ah. 

petition  that  Seaver  St.,  as  applied  to  portion  of  Belmont  sq.,  be  discon- 
tinued a  536 

Cassin,  Rev.  Joseph  H. 

stable,  Sumner  St.,  petition  a  753-withdrawn  a  1094 

Castle  street. 

claims:  Anna  S.  Manning,  petition,  personal  injuries  a  753-refused 
a  925  c  958. 


Caswell,  A.  B. 

stable,  Dorchester  ave.,  petition  a  371-granted  a  410 


Catawba  street. 

side  wal  It :  petition  a  797 

trees  :  Wm.  S.  Rumrill  et  als.,  petition  to  trim  and  remove  a  797 

Caton,  AH. 

petition,  sidewalk,  Beacon   st.  a40i-granted  a  462-petition  a  920-granted 

Cattle  Commissioners. 

notice  of  suspected  cases  of  exposure  of  cows  to  lung  plague,  referred  to 
committee  on  health  a  214;  notice  relative  to  contagious  pleuro-pneu- 
monia,  or  lung  plague  a  33S;  notice  from  commissioners  that  April  25th, 
the  time  in  which  to  guard  against  contagious  rattle  disease  by  the  move- 
ment of  cattle,  except  for  slaughter,  will  expire,  placed  on  file  a  406 

Cauley,  Francis. 

order  to  pay  land  damages,  laying  out  Sackville  St.,  passed  a  141 

Causeway  street. 

bnsemeiit:  Richard  Morrison,  petition  to  excavate  a  536-granted  a  620 
cellar:  John  O.  Shaw,  petition  to  lower  a  34S-referred  to  committee  on 


inspection  of  buildings  a  372-granted  a  460 
claims  :  Wm.  W.    Grant   et  als.,  personal 

fused  c  710  a  716 
excavating:    Richard    Morrison, 
402-granted  a  4S0 


njuries,    petition  a  4S3-re- 
petition   to    excavate    below  grade 


a  402-graiuea  a  430 
land  :  J.  H.  Coon  &Co.,  petition  to  occupy  for  building  purposes  for 

four  months,  a  75-granted  a  114 
lantern  :  J.  D'Arcy,  petition  to  project  a  945-granted  a  101S 
steam-engine  :  F.  W.  Foster,  petition  a  401-granted  a  460 

Cavanagh,  Geo.  H. 

stable,  Dorchester  ave.,  petition  a  1033-granted  a  1066 

Cavanagh,  John,  &  Geo.  H. 

petition,  compensation  damages  to  property  South  bay,  refused  a  592  c  59S 

Cavanagh,  John,  &  Son. 

petition  to  move  building,  Sixth  st.  a  34$-granted  a  372;  petition  to  move 
building,  Brighton  ave.  a  372-granled  a  407;  petition  to  move  building, 
Tremont  St.  a  sSo-granted  a  617;  petition  to  move  buildiny,  Washington 
St.,  Quincy,  granted  a  617;  petition  to  move  building,  Brighton  ave., 
granted  a  719;  petition  to  move  building,  Monroe  St.,  granted  a  747; 
moving  building,  Cambridge  St.,  B.,  granted  a  S47;  petition  to  move 
building,  Monroe  St.,  a  1033-granted  a  1040 

Cavanagh,  W.  R. 

petition  to  move  building,  Adams  St.,  D.,  granted  a  499;  petition  to  move 
building,  Adams  St.,  D.  a  56i-granted  a  593 ;  petition  to  move  building, 
Autumn  st.  a  614-grnnted  a  640;  petition  to  move  building,  Bailey  st. 
a  537-granted  a  566;  petition  to  move  building,  Berry  St.  a  537  ;  petition 
to  move  building.  Centre  St.  a  33S;  petition  tomove  building,  Common- 
wealth ave.  a  4S3-granled  a  542;  petition  to  move  building,  Dorchester 
ave.  a  372-granted  a  407  :  petition  to  move  building,  East  Sixth  st.  a  372- 
granted  a  372;  petition  to  move  building,  Mt.  Hope  St.,  granted  a  566; 
petition  tomove  building,  Parker  St.  a  34S-granted  a  372;  petition  to 
move  building,  Blue  Hill  ave.  a  754-granted  a  77S;  petition  to  move 
building,  East  Eighth  st.  a  9S3~granted  a  901 ;  petition  to  move  build- 
ing, E.  Sixth  St.  a  776-granted  a  S02;  petition  to  move  building,  East 
Sixth  st.  a  79S-granted  aS2S;  petition  to  move  building,  East  Third  St. 
a  7^5-granted  a  747;  petition  to  move  building,  Howard  St.,  granted 
a  727;  petition  to  move  building,  Parker  st.  a  754-granted  a  S02;  petition 
to  move  building,  Parker  St.  a  931-granted  a  947;  moving  building, 
Monroe  St.,  granted  a  1040;  petition  to  move  building,  Townstnd  St. 
a  1033-granted  a  1035 

Cawley,  Dennis,  ct  ah. 
sewer,  Cooper  St.,  petition  a  475 

Cedar  Grove  Cemetery. 

annual  report :  a  564  c  571 

cemetery  :  communication  from  mayor  transmitting  communication 
from  proprietors  relative  to  transfer  and  management  a  661  ;  order  for 
mayor  to  transfer  and  convey  to  the  proprietors  all  rights,  etc.,  dis- 
cussed, referred  to  committee  on  finance  a  675  c  6yo;  report  of  finance, 
accepted,  passed  c  703  a  718 

commissioner  :  Thomas  F.  Temple,  appointed  a  21-confirmation  re- 
fused a  53 

Cedar  square. 

improvements  :  order  to  put  in  proper  condition,  referred  to  com- 
mittee on  common    and  squares  a  779;  report,   accepted,  passed  c  10S6 

iron  fence  :  A.  Bunker  et  als.,  petition  to  repair  c  427-report  inexpedi- 
ent a  591  c  598 

Cedar  street,  Dorchester. 

steam-engines:  Benj.  Rose,  order  for  hearing  a  724-hearing  a  739- 

granted  a  763 
side  walk  :  petition  a  735-granted  a  747 ;  petition  a  743 


Celebrations.     {See  Dates  of  Holidays.) 
Cellars,  Excavations,  etc.     (See  Different  Streets.) 
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CHARLES-RIVER   BRIDGE 


Cemeteries. 

committee  :  appointed  a  57  c  64 

commissioners  :  Henry  \V.  Putnam,  Charles  Hayden,  and  Alfred  G. 
Harlow  appointed  a.  51-confirmed  a  76;  order  that  city  auditor  be  au- 
thorized to  allow  for  payment  the  incidental  expenses  of,  etc.,  passed 
a  116c  119;  order  to  submit  annual  report  in  print,  passed  11  192  c  195; 
order  to  allow  and  pay  commissioners  certain  sum  for  services,  passed 
a  501-discussed   c  509-512-substitute   order  offered    c   511-passed  c  512 

a  537 

city  cemeteries  :  order  to  petition  legislature  for  passage  of  such  acts 
as  shall  be  necessary  to  enable  the  city  to  transfer  to  private  corpora- 
tions such  cemeteries  as  are  not  needed  for  the  burial  of  paupers  or 
strangers,  passed  c  11-specially  assigned  a  23-discussed,  referred  to 
committee  on  cemeteries  a  55;  order  to  appoint  three  commissioners  to 
investigate  and  report  upon  the  condition  and  cost  of  maintenance  of 
the  public  cemeteries  now  maintained  by  the  city,  and  also  to  report  a 
plan  arranging  for  the  limitation  of  expense  to  provide  proper  facili- 
ties for  the  burial  of  the  poor,  passed  c  11-assigned  a  23- report  a  243- 
245-discussed,  referred  to  committee  on  cemeteries  c  256-assigned  a  270; 
referred  to  committee  on  cemeteries  a  313  c  336 

sewer  assessment  :  order  to  abate  assessments  on  L,  Emerson,  and 
Fifth  sts.,  passed  a  462 

topics  in  mayor's  addi'ess  :  referred  c  101  a  106 

Centennial    Anniversary  of    the  Adoption   of    the    Con- 
stitution. 

order  to  appoint  committee  to  attend  at  Philadelphia,  passed,  committee 
appointed  c  677;  order  that  members  of  the  council  attend  anniversary 
c  677;  order  that  committee  be  authorized  to  expend  certain  sum,  passed 
c  677;  order  to  appoint  committee  to  attend,  passed  a  692;  order  to  ex- 
pend certain  sum  indefinitely  postponed  a  692-discussed,  placed  on  file 
C70S 

Central  street. 

paving:  petition  a  536;  order  to  pave  with  asphalt,  discussed,  laid  on 
table  a  567-discussed  a  595-597-amended  a  596-passed  a  597;  order  to 
pave  with  granite  blocks,  rescinded  a  622;  order  to  pave  with  asphalt, 
passed  a  622 

Central  wharf. 

steam-engine  :  S.  H.  Cochran,  order  for  hearing  a  724-hearing  a  739- 
refused  a  777 

Centre  avenue,  Dorchester. 
sidewalk  :  petition  a  754 

Centre  street. 

bay-window  :  Michael  Sullivan,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  752- 
hearing  a  775-granted  a  S2S;  Wm.  Rooney,  petition  and  order  for  hear- 
ing a  9S9;  hearing  a  icoS-granted  a  1035;  M.  F.  Dolan,  petition  and 
order  lor  hearing  a  9S9-hearing  a  iocS-granted  a  1035] 

buildings  :  W.  R.  Cavanagh,  petition  to  move  a  33S 

claim:  James  A.  King,  petition  to  be  paid  balance  due  him  for  con- 
struction  of  tunnel  a  561-granted  a  590 

crosswalk  :  petition  a  401 

edgestones  and  sidewalks  :  petition  a  45S,  475 

gates  :  Old  Colony  R.R.  Co.,  petition  a  634-granted  a  673 

iron  pipe  :  F.  B.  Robinson  &  Co.,  petition  to  lay  a  561-granted  a  593; 
A.  J.  Robinson,  granted  a  73S;  F.  P.  Robinson,  rescinded  a  73S 

lamps:  Mrs.  T.  B.  Williams  et  als.,  petition  a  4S3,  S91 ;  Owen  Nawn, 
petition  a  662 

sewer:  Union  for  Christian  Work,  assessment  abated  a  499;  petition 
a  536-order  for  hearing  a  590-hearing  a  613-granted  a  637 

sidewalk  :  petition  a  475-granted  a  499;  petition  a  754 

Stable  :  Tileston  Bros.,  petition  a  241-granted  a  275;  Michael  Fitzger- 
ald, petition  a  475-granted  a  490;  H.  B.  Sargent,  jr.,  et  als  ,  petition 
a  633-granted  a  671  ;  M.  Sullivan,  petition  a  735-granted  a  746;  Magnus 
Lepstron,  petition  a  735-granted  a  746;  Timothy  Lynch,  petition  a  743- 
granted  a  757;  Fred  D.  Flagg,  petition  a  753-gVanted  a  77S;  I.  Medley, 
petition  a  1015-refused  a  1094 

trees  :  M.  Lepstron,  petition,  removal  a  797 

watering  :  Louis  Prang  et  als.,  petition  that  city  pay  portion  of  expense 
of  a  372 

Certificates  of  indebtedness.     (See  Treasury. ) 
Ceylon  street. 

sewer  :  petition  a  724 

Chadbourne,  Levi. 

appointed  superintendent  of  South  hay-scales  a  371-confirmed  a  406 

Chadwick,  Eben,  Heirs. 

coal-hole,  Tremont  St.,  petition  a  98S-granted  a  1010 

Chadwick  Lead  Works. 

petition,  extension  sewer,  High  St.  a  269;  petition  to  build  vault,  High  st. 
a  269-granted  a  314;  coal-holes,  High  St.,  petition  a  797-granted  a  846 

Chadwick  &  Stillings. 

sidewalk,  Beacon  St.,  petition  a  743-granted  a  762 

(2 


Chambers  street. 

sewer :  petition    a  536-order   for   hearing   a   564-hearing  a  5S4-ordered 

1637 
sidewalk  :  A.  D.  Bell,  petition  granite  block  a  S7i-granted  a  S96 

Chambers-street  place,  Charlestown. 

stable  :  Charles  M.  Hincklev,  petition  a  945-granted  a  9S6 

Chamberlain,  E.    M.,  Wm.  Murray,   Henry  W.    Browne, 

et  als. 
petition,  hearing  in  relation  to  use  of  Faneuil  hall,  June  21,  for  celebrating 
Queen's  jubilee  a  5S7  ;  use  of  Faneuil  hall  granted  a  637 

Chamberlain,  John  T.,  Councilman,  Ward  25. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed:  committee  on  appropriations,  city  auditor's  department 
064,65;  fourth  of  July  c  325;  Maguire-Corse  Investigation  c  Si 2 

remarks:  common  council  rules  c  49;  representation  from  Wards  22 
and  25  c  91,  92;  payment  for  park  lands  c  96;  carriages  for  Brighton 
members  c  156;  South  Boston  school-house  c  366,  36S,  369;  Wilson  es- 
tate c  SSS,  SS9 ;  membership  of  common  council  c  974;  sewer  appropri- 
ation c  1031  ;  items  of  bills  called  for  c  1053 

Chamberlain,  Mellen. 

bond  approved  a  9S9 

Chandler,  Henry  H. 

order  to  pay  land  damages,  laying  out  Sackville  St.,  passed  a  463 

Chandler  street. 

druggist's  mortar  :  John  G.  Benedict,  petition  a  S92-granted  a  933 

Change  avenue. 

claims  :  Peter  S.  Washer,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  661 

Chapel  street. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk  :  granted  a  479 

Chapin,  Mrs.  Ida  B. 

stable,  Linden  St.,  B.,  petition  a  iS5-granted  a  216 

Chapin,  Nahum,  et  als. 

electric  light,  Water  St.,  C,  petition  a  51 

Chapin,  Wm.  A.,  et  als. 

petition,  sewerage,  South  cove  a  5S6 

Chapman  street. 

paving  :  petition  to  pave  with  block  stone  a  634 

sidewalk  :  Wm.  S.  Swett,  petition  to  open  a  135-granted  a  163;  re- 
scinded a  S97 

Chapman  street,  Charlestown. 

stable  :  N.  Tufts,  jr.,  petition  a  753-granted  a  777 

Chardon  street. 

lamps  :  John  P.  Barnard  &  Co.  et  als.,  petition  a  753 

scliool-liouse  :  communication  from  mayor  suggesting  to  transfer  to 
police  department,  non-concurrence  of  school  committee  on  request,  re- 
ferred to  finance  a  S23  c  S31 

sign  :  R.  H.  Smith,  petition  to  project  umbrella  sign  a  241 

stable  :  J.  W.  Johnson  &  Co.,  petition  a  459-granted  a  479 

Chardon-street  School.     (See  Schools.) 

Charge  of  Office  Brokerage.    (See  Investigation,  Maguire- 
Corse.) 

Charges  for  Railroad   Franchises.     (See   Legislative   Mat- 
ters.) 

Charles-river  bridge.     (See  Bridges.) 
Charles  street,  Dorchester. 

sewer  :  order  of  notice  of  hearing  a  462-hearing  a  475-granted  a  499 

Charles  street,  West  Roxbury. 

lamp  :  C.  R.  Paige  et  als.,  petition  a  613 

Charles-river  avenue. 

claim  :  Wm.  H.  Crone,  petition,  personal  injuries  and  injuries  to  horse 
and  sleigh  a  476-report,  no  action  necessary  a  672  c  67S 

Charles- river  bridge. 

closing  :  order  to  close  for  repairs,  passed  a  16S 

toll-house  :  P.  Connelly,  petition  to  enlarge  a  401-notice  from  harbor 

commissioners  of  approval  of  plans,  granted  a  671-referred  to  committee 

on  judiciary  c  6S9 

3) 


CHARLESTOWN   GAS    CO. 


CITY   COUNCIL 


Charlestown  Gas  Co. 

pole  rights  :  petition  for  leave  to  acquire  all  rights  for  wires  of  N.  B. 

Weston  Electric  Light  Co.,  etc.  a  776-granted  a  S02,  S03 
poles  : 

Cambridge  ST.:  poles,  granted  a  139 

Dorrance  ST.  :  petition  to  erect  poles  a  797-granted  a  S02,  933 

Pleasant  ST. :  petition  a  S70-g ranted  a  S96 

Charlestown  High  Schools.     {See  Schools.) 
Charlestown  Neck. 

drinking-fousitain  :  Win.  T.  Van  Nostrand,  petition  to  locate  a  214; 
report  of  committee  on  water,  referred  to  water  board  a  277  c  291 

Charlestown  Neck  Primary  Schools.     (See  Schools.) 
Charlestown  Public  Grounds. 

order  to  sod,  referred  to  committee  on  common,  etc.  c  354 

Charlestown  street. 

claims  :  W.  W.  Wilkins.  petition,  personal  injuries  a  105 

Hyatt  lights  and  coal-lioles  :  Andrew  C.  Slater,  petition    a   536- 

granted  a  567 
steam-engine  :    Pike,  Ordway,  &  Co.  petition  a  931-granted  a  9S6 

Charter  street. 

claims  :  John  Williams,  petition,  personal  injuries  a  661-refused  a  S03 

c8u 
coasting  :  order  to  allow,  passed  a  5 
repair  :  order  to  repair  and  put  in  condition  for  public  travel,  referred  to 

committee  on  paving  a  594 

Chase,  George  T. 

appointed  trustee  of  Mt.  Hope  cemetery  a  21-connrmed  a  53 

Chase,  H.  G.  O. 

coal-holes,  Prospect  St.,  petition  a  842-granted  a  S76 

Chase,  James  V. 

appointed  field-driver  and  pound-keeper  a45S-confirmed  a  477 

Chase,  N.  E.,  ct  ah. 

use  of  Faneuil  hall,  petition  a  752-refused  a  779 

Chase,  Nathan. 

sidewalk,  Dudley  St.,  granted  a  727 

Chase  &  Co.  et  ah. 

petition,  waiting-rooms,  Congress-st.  bridge  a  742-referred  to  next   gov- 
ernment c  1085  a  1093 

Chatham  street. 

sidewalk  :    K.  M.  Yale,   petition   to  hoist   goods   over  a  931-grantcd 
a  1063 

Chauncey  street. 

bulkhead  :  C.  V.  Matson,  petition  a  51-granted  a  114 
steam-engine  :  Thomas  J.  Lyon,  petition  a  725 

Chelsea  court,  East  Boston. 

claim  :  Mark  A.  Blaisdell,  petition  to  be  paid  balance  tax-sale  of  estate 
aS92 

Chelsea  street. 

Imilding  :  John    Laley,   petition    to  move  a  662;  John  Soley,  moving, 

granted  a  693 ;  Maverick  Oil  Co.,  petition  to  erect  a  Q3i-granted  c  1014 

a  1017;    Pierce   &   Canterbury,  petition  to   erect   a  9S3-granted  c  1014 

a  1017 
pipe  :  Maverick  Oil  Co.,  petition  a  743-grantcd  a  762 
poles:  New  England  Telegraph    and  Telephone   Co.,    petition    a   891- 

granteda933;  petition  to  relocate  a  801 
sewer  :  Hannah  Holland,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  459-granted 

a  5-|  2  ;  N.  Hamblin  &  Son,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  776-granted 

a  S2S 
sleighing  carnival  :  order  that  greater  rate  of  speed  be  allowed  than 

is  allowed  by  ordinance,  passed  c  104S  a  1060 
sidewalk  :  granted  a  617;  petition  a  725-granted  a  727,  S02 

Chelsea-street  Bridge.     (See  Bridges.) 
Chemical  Engines.     (See  Fire  Department.) 
Chenery,  Oliver  W. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Cheney  street. 

coasting  :  order  to  allow,  passed  a  22 
sidewalk  :  petition  a  824-granted  a  846 

Cherrington,  W.  P.,  ct  ah. 

petition,  use  of  Faneuil  hall,  granted  a  314 


Cherry  street. 

sidewalk  :  petition  a  45S;  petition  a  725 -granted  a  727;  petition  a  743 

Chester  square,  West  Roxbury. 

lamps  :  G.  W.  Fowler,  petition  a  891 

Chester  Park. 

sewer  :  ordered  a  672 

Chestnut  avenue. 

edsjestones  and  sidewalk:  petition  a  614 

stable  :  L.  Stockinger,  petition  a  241-granted  a  275;  P.  Craven,  petition 
a  931-granted  a  991 

Chestnut  Hill  avenue. 

sewer  :    petition  a  536-order    for    hearing  a  564-hearing  a  5S4~granted 

a  59° 
stable  :  Paving  Department,  petition  a  725-granted  a  737 
tree  :  F.  F.  Morton,  petition,  removal  a  338-granted  a  350 

Chicatawbut  street. 
lamp  :  B.  H.  West,  M.D.,  et  als.,  petition  a  33S 

Chief   Engineer  of    Fire   Department.     (See   Fire  Depart- 
ment.) 

Chief  of  Police.     (See  Police.) 

Child,  Linus  M. 

sidewalk,  East  Fifth  St.,  petition  a  735-granted  a  747  ;  step  in  the  sidewalk, 
So.  Margin  St.,  petition  a  oSS-refused  a  1010 

Children's  Hospital. 

petition,  abatement,  edgestone  assessment,  Gainsboro'  St.  a  74,  75-granted 
a  114 

Chipman  street. 

sewer  :  petition  a  536 

Church,  Andrew  J. 

order  to  pay  certain  sum  for  defective  tax-deed  estate,  Poplar  St.,  referred 
to  committee  on  claims  a  1010-passed  a  1066  c  10S0 

Church  street. 

estate  :  L.  Pollard,  petition  for  conveyance  to  him  of  estate  a  241 
passage-way  :  T.  D.  Ling,  petition  that  city  name  price  for  which  it 
will  convey  to  him  its  rights  in  passage-way  to  land  ot  city  known  as 
Starr  King  school  lot,  referred  to  committee  on  public  lands  c  147- 
report,  refusing,  accepted  c  336  a  339;  report  and  order  accepted,  passed 
a  341-discussed,  passed  c  360 

Circuit  street. 

claims  :  John  Felt  Osgood,  petition,  damages  to  land  a  241-refused  a  S95 
c  go2 

sewer  :  preamble  and  order  for  hearing  on  taking  of  land  from  Thomas 
Linnehan  and  John  T.  Osgood  a  S2S-passed  a  S94;  M.  Linnehan,  protest 
against  taking  land  for  a  891-report  no  action  necessary,  accepted  a  1063 

Citizens  Trade  Association,  East  Boston. 

petition  that  city  purchase  land  adjoining  reservoir  a  712 

City  Bills,  Printing  of.     (See  Printing.) 
City  Charter. 

draft:  order  for  committee  on  ordinances  to  prepare  a  new  draft  of  city 
charter,  etc.,  specially  assigned  c  644-passed  a  692 

City  Clerk's  Department.  4 

committee  :  appointed  a  57  c  65 

city  clerk  :  Joseph  H.  O'Neil,  elected  a3C5;  bond  presented,  approved, 
oaths  of  office  administered  a  20 

assistant  city  clerk:  notice  of  appointment  of  J.  T.  Priest  a  76  c  8a 

documents  :  order  to  provide  additional  accommodations  for,  passed 
a  116  c  1 19 

examination  of  accounts  :  order  that  committee  on  department  be 
authorized  to  employ  an  expert  accountant  to  examine  accounts  for  past 
five  years,  passed  a  169-discussed,  amended  c  174;  discussed,  passed  c  175 
a  1S6 

quarterly  reports  :  a  141  c  147;  a477C5o6;  a  7360769;  a  932  c  95S 

records  and  papers  :  order  that  the  city  clerk  be  directed  to  examine 
and  report  if  any  public  documents  or  papers  have  been  disposed  of  by 
any  of  his  predecessors  to  the  detriment  of  the  city,  referred  to  com- 
mittee on  judiciary  c  26;  report,  referred  to  next  government  c  1049 
a  1060 

City  Conveyance.      (See  Law  Department.) 

City  Council.      (See,  also,  Aldermen — Common   Council.) 
invitations  :  First  Regiment  invitation  to  attend  review  in  Mechanics' 
Building,  May  9-accepted  a  460;  First  Hegiment  encampment,  accepted 
a  5S5  c  Sy8 
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CITY    COUNCIL 


CLAIMS 


City  Council,  continued. 

official  report:  report  and  order  of  committee  on  printing  (CD.  So) 
to  whom  was  referred  the  topics  in  mayor's  address  relating  to  c  56S, 
560-accepted  c  569-ordered  to  second  reading  c  569-discussed  c  604-609- 
rejected  c  609-reconsidered  and  assigned  c  609,  610-discussed  c  627,  628- 
passed  c  6-jS-assigned  a  634-indefinitely  postponed  a  669;  order  to  con- 
tinue present  contract  until  otherwise  ordered,  and  to  advertise  for  pro- 
posals, etc.,  discussed  a  674,  675-passed  a  675-discussed  c  6S6,  087- 
amended,  passed  c  6S7,  6SS-order  for  committee  on  printing  to  contract 
for  one  year  for  reporting  and  publishing  proceedings,  etc.,  discussed 
c  699, 700-passed  c  700  a  716-report,  with  communication  from  city  solic- 
itor relating  to,  accepted,  ordered  printed  a  737  C7S4;  order  tor  com- 
mittee to  continue  present  contract,  etc.,  amended,  board  adhered  to 
former  action  a6o2-indefinitely  postponed  c  709  a  716 

maps  :  order  that  city  surveyor  be  requested  to  provide  members  with 
maps  of  the  city  divided  into  wards  and  precincts,  passed  c  1002-indefi- 
nitely  postponed  a  1009  c  1013 

powers  :  order  to  obtain  opinion  of  corporation  counsel  as  to  powers  of 
city  council  to  direct  heads  of  departments  to  perform  certain  works  for 
which  appropriations  have  been  duly  provided  and  remain  unexpended, 
referred  to  committee  on  judiciary  c  Sn-report,  accepted  c  1012 

proposed  salary  for  members  :  order  to  petition  legislature  to  pass 
an  act  in  amendment  of  the  city  charter  which  shall  provide  for  paying 
the  members  ofthe  city  council  certain  sum,  etc.,  assigned  c  26-discussed 
c  70,  71-referred  to  committee  on  contingent  expenses  c  71 

rules  and  orders  :  order  to  adopt  those  of  last  year  until  otherwise 
ordered,  passed  a  2  c  5,  6  a  22,  23-committee  appointed  a  2  c  6  a  22,  23- 
report,  accepted,  rules  adopted  a  56-discussed  c  63,  64-rules  amended 
and  adopted  c  64-discussed,  amended,  adopted,  non-concurrence  in 
certain  amendments  a  75-discussed  c  89,  90-committee  of  conference 
appointed  c  90  a  106-ieport,  accepted  a  137  c  144 

unfinished  business  :  order  to  refer  to  next  city  council,  passed 
c  1070  a  1094 

joint  rules:  order  to  amend  rule  2,  sect.  7,  referred  to  committee  on 
joint  rules  a  142;  Rule  17  amended,  referred  to  committee  on  joint  rules 
and  orders  c  56S 

City  Council  of  Philadelphia.    (See  Distinguished  Visitors.) 

City  Debt.     (See  Finance,  Treasury  Department.) 

City  Employees.     (See  Employees.) 

City  Engineer.     (See  Engineer.) 

City    Government.       (See,    also,    Executive    Department, 
Aldermen,   City  Council,   Common   Council.) 

organized  :  pages  1,  2. 

invitations  :    Thomas  G.  Stevenson  Post  26,  Memorial  day  services, 

accepted  c  381  a  402;  E.  W.  Kingsley  Post  113,  G.A.R.,  Memorial  day 

a  37S  c  381 

City  Hall. 

elevator  :  order  that  supt.  of  public  buildings  be  requested  to  include  in 
estimates  sum  sufficient  to  pay  for  placing  elevator  in  easterly  side  c  117— 
report  that  order  ought  to  pass,  accepted,  passed  a  1S9;  order  that  the 
superintendent  of  public  buildings  make  arrangements  for  additional 
elevator,  referred  to  committee  on  public  buildings  a  567  ;  order  to  repair 
and  increase  speed  during  recess  of  common  council,  passed  c  721-re- 
ferred  to  finance  a  726-report,  accepted,  passed  a  73S 

site  of  first  public  Latin  School  :  order  to  plr.ce  suitable  tablet  on 
School-st.  fence  of  hall  to  mark  the  site,  etc.,  specially  assigned  c  381- 
passed  a  406 

City  Hall  Reference  Library. 

committee  :  appointed  a  57  c  65 

City  Hospital.      (See  Hospital,  City.) 
City  Hospital,  Trustees. 

flagstone  :  crossing,  Kast  Springfield  St.,  petition  a  1060 

City  Laborers.     (See  Employees.) 

City  Messenger.      (See  Messenger,  City.) 

City  Officers.      (See  Officers,  City.) 

City  Physician.      (See  Health.) 

City  Prison.     (See  Courts.) 

City  Registrar.      (See  Registrar's  Department.) 

City  Solicitor.      (See  Law  Department.) 

City  square. 

improvement:  order  that  supt.  of  common,  etc.,  be  requested  to  have 


the  fence  surrounding  enclosure  moved  three  feet  nearer  the  centre,  and 
that  settees  be  placed  in  space  between  the  fence  and  curb  c  1 17;  report 
that  order  ought  not  pass,  accepted  a  34i-recommitted  c  355;  report 
inexpedient  on  recommitted  report,  accepted  c  10S6  a  1090 

fence,  etc. :  unfinished  business,  referred  to  committee  on  common, 
etc.  c  1 ;5 

poles  :  New  England  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co.,  petition  a  S91 

stable  :  Police  department,  petition  a  1033-granted  a  1066 

tree  :  D.  Frank  Murphy,  petition,  to  box,  granted  a  719 
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City  Surveyor.     (See  Surveyor's  Department.) 
Civil- Service  Examination. 

order  that  commissioners  have  use  of  common  council  anterooms  for  pur- 
pose of  examining  applicants  for  positions,  discussed  c  327,  33i-passed 

Civil- Service  Statutes.      (See  Laborers.) 
Claflin,  Mary  A. 

coal  chute,  Columbus  ave.,  petition  a69i~granted  a  719 

Claims. 

committee  :  appointed  a  57  c  65 

old  claims  :  report  and  order  that  the  amount  standing  to  the  credit  of 
the  appropriation  of  tild  claims  remain  in  the  city  treasury  to  meet  the 
payments  of  drafts  in  previous  years  and  remaining' unpaid,  passed  a  252 
c  291 

park:  betterments  :  order  that  all  claims  for  reduction  or  abatement 
of  assessments  on  account  of  laying-  out  public  parks  be  referred  to  com- 
mittee on  claims,  who  shall  consult  the  city  solicitor  and  report  such 
settlements  as  they  consider  just  and  equitable,  passed  c  So  a  10S 

claims  :  list  of  claims  against  the  city  that  have  been  settled  upon  their 
recommendation,  accepted  a  407  c  427 

claims  : 

Abbott,  Hannah  :  order  to  pay  compensation  for  personal  injuries, 
passed  a  1 14-discussed  c  119,  120-passed  c  120 

Adams,  Samuel  G.,  Administrators  of:  petition  to  be  paid  certain 
sum  due  deceased  as  salary  and  emolument  of  office  of  superintendent 
of  police  a  921-refused  a  932  c  95S 

Adams,  Thomas  M.  :  personal  injuries,  petition  a  823-refused  a  S95  c  902 

Ames,  Oliver,  et  als.:  report  on  petition  that  city  compromise  and  settle 
claim  for  damages,  recommending  reference  to  Law  Department,  ac- 
cepted c  10S5 

Angell,  Geo.  T. :  petition,  injuries  to  estate  Dimock  st.  a  S23-rcferred  to 
committee  on  paving  a  S77  c  SS4-granted  a  929 

Armstrong,  Mary:  petition,  compensation  personal  injuries  to  son,  re- 
fused a  251  c  257 

Bailey,  James  VV. :  personal  injuries  and  damages  to  property,  Chelsea 
st.,  C,  refused  a  251  c  2^7 

Ball,  Wm.  :  personal  injuries,  Shawrnut  ave.,  petition  a  1S5 

Bartlett,  Henry  J. :  petition  to  pay  balance  tax-sale  of  estate  Dale  st. 
to  Augustus  Wilkins  a  561-refused  a  636  c  656;  petition  to  pay  balance 
from  tax-sale  estate  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  JSdgewood  st.  to  Augustus 
Wilkins  a  561-refused  a  636  c  656 

Baktlett,  Wm.  E. :  petition  for  compensation  for  services  as  inspector 
in  architect's  department,  refused  a  217  c  224 

Beckman  &  Pl'NChakd  :  petition  to  be  paid  bill  against  Water  Board 
a  921-referred  to  committee  on  watera  94S  c  960 

Beiler,  Mary  C. :  petition  to  refund  portion  assessment  Marine  Park 
a  931-referred  to  committee  on  parks  a  94S  c  960-referred  to  next  gov- 
ei  nment  c  10S6 

Bell,  John  :  petition,  personal  injuries  to  son  by  defective  seat  on  Public 
garden  a  3Si-g ranted  a  49S  c  507 

Bellows,  A.  J.,  Heiks  of  :  petition  to  be  refunded  portion  of  assessment 
Marine  park  a  S33-referred  to  next  government  c  10S6 

Black,  David  :  personal  injuries,  Eastern  ave.,  refused  a  164  c  174 

Bliss,  Benjamin  K. :  petition,  personal  injuries,  Bedford  st.  a  475- 
granted  a  592  c  602 

Boston  Iron  Co. :  order  to  pay  for  land  on  West  Chester  park  taken  by 
city  in   1S73,  passed  a  1 14  c  1 19 

Bowker,  Albert:  land  damages,  East  Boston,  order  for  hearing  a  724- 
hearing  a  73g-withdrawn  a  1019 

Bowker,  Edwin  F. :  petition  to  be  refunded  amount  paid  for  two  invalid 
tax  deeds  a  753-refused  a  1035  c  104^ 

Bowker,  E.  S. :  compensation  for  personal  injuries,  petition  a  1S5 

Bowkek,  Freeman:  petition  to  be  refunded  amount  paid  for  deeds, 
refused  a  1066  c  1072 

Bowker,  Sarah  B.  :  petition  to  be  refunded  amount  paid  for  invalid  tax 
deed  a  753-refused  a  1035  c  104S 

Brackett,  Laura  E.  :  petition,  personal  injuries,  Wheeler  st.  a  842 

Brooks,  C.  T.  :  compensation  for  damages  to  property,  petition  a  241 

Brown,  Lottie  E. :  petition,  offering  to  surrender  three  invalid  tax  deeds 
a  753-refused  a  S95  c  902 ;  refund  amount  tax-deed  estate,  refused  a  1035 
c  104S 

Brown,  Nellie  M. :  petition,  offering  to  surrender  seven  invalid  tax- 
deeds  a  753-refused  a  S95  c  902;  order  to  pay  certain  sum  for  defective 
tax-deed  of  estate  Mt.  Vernon  St.,  referred  to  committee  on  claims  a  1010- 
refused  a  1035  c  i04S-granted  a  1066  c  ioSo 

Brown's  News  Agency:  petition,  compensation,  injuries  to  horse,  re- 
fused a  251  c  256 

Burns,  Mary:  petition,  personal  injuries,  Monument  St.,  C.  c  467 

Callaghan,  John  :  petition,  personal  injuries,  Sumner  st.  a  614-refused 
a  S2S  c  832 

Callahan,  Kate  :  personal  injuries,  N  st.,  refused  a  341  c  355 

Candler,  John  W. :  order  to  pay  balance  tax-sale  estate,  East  Chester 
park  and  Swett  St.,  passed  a  1 14  c  1 19 

Cakey,  Thomas  :  petition,  damages  to  estate,  Florence  St.,  W.R.  a  311- 
refused  a  350  c  355 

Carter,  Mary  Ann:  petition,  personal  injuries,  Winter  st.  c  427-refused 
a  592  c  59S 

Cavanagh,  George  H.  and  John:  damages  to  estate  South  Bay,  re- 
fused a  592 

Clark,  W.  R. :  land  damages,  refused  a  217  c  224 

Clasby,  Mrs.  Ann:  petition,  damages  by  sewer,  Wakullah  st.  a  5S6 

Cluff,  S.  D. :  personal  injuries,  Cambridge  St.,  petition  a  214 


CLAIMS 


Claims,  continued. 


CLAIMS 


|  Claims,  continued. 


Coffin,  Celia  A.  :    personal  injuries,  Harvard    St.,    D.,    refused  a  251 

Collins,  M.  J.:   petition,  compensation    for  work  done  on  Talbot-ave. 
sewer  a  634  ;  petition,  compensation  for  extra  work  on  sewer,  Ashland 
St.,  W.R.'  a  1060 
Collins,  Michael   C. :    petition  to  be  paid   balance  tax-sale  of  estate 
c  690 

Concannon,  Annie  :  petition,  compensation  personal  injuries,  Washing- 
ton St.,  referred  to  committee  on  claims  c  Si 

Connohs,  Patrick:  petition,  personal  injuries,  refused  a  251  c  257 

Conrov,  Danif.l  :  personal  injuries,  East  Third  St.,  refused  a  251  c  256 

Cook,  Catherine  B. :  petition,  personal  injuries,  East  Concord  St.,  pe- 
tition a  823 

Cook,  G.  W.  :  personal  injuries,  Waltham  St.,  petition  a  241 

Corbett,  Wm.J.:  petition  to  be  paid  balance  tax-sale  estate,  Jenkins  St. 
a  241 

Cordner,  Caroline  H. :  petition  to  be  allowed  to  project  a  step  on  All- 
ston  St.,  and  for  the  restoration  of  a  small  triangular  strip  of  land  to 
said  estate,  refused  a  167  c  193 

Cowdrev,  John  :  personal  injuries,  referred  to  directors  of  public  insti- 
tutions a  852  c  S60 

Crocker,  George  :  personal  injuries,  Washington  St.,  petition  a  348 

Crone,  William  H. :  petition,  personal  injuries  and  injuries  to  horse 
and  sleigh,  Charles  river  ave.  a  476-report,  no  action  necessary  a  672 
c  67S 

Crooker,  Roxanna  :  petition,  personal  injuries,  East  Third  st.  a  74~re- 
fused  a  251  c  256 

Crowley,  Daniel  :  petition,  personal  injuries  to  minor  daughter  by 
collision  of  ferry-boat  a  348-refused  a  47S  c  507 

Crowley,  Dennis  :  petition,  personal  injuries  a  135,  S92-refused  a  1035 
c  104S 

Culihane,  Alice  M. :  petition,  personal  injuries  by  fire-engine  a  775- 
referred  to  fire  commissioners  a  932  c  960 

Currier,  S.  C,  &  Co. :  damages  to  horse,  Congress  st.,  petition  a  743-re- 
fused  c  S21  a  824 

Curtin,  Cornelius  :  petition,  personal  injuries,  Harrison  ave.,  petition 

aoS3 
Cushing,  Wm.  L.,  Heirs  :  order  to  release  all  rights,  titles,  etc.,  passed 

a  1066 
Daley,  Thomas  :  personal  injuries,  Tremontst.,  refused  a  341  c  335 
D.WEkN,  W.  T. :  petition,  compensation  for  loss  of  horse  a  S92-refused 

a  1035  c  104S 
Davis,  Edward  H. :  report,  no  action  necessary  on  petition  of  last  year 

for  damages  to  estate  by  construction  of  sewer  on  Holborn  St.  a  139 

c  147 
Day,  Wm.  C. :  petition,  personal  injuries,   Green  St.  a  74-refused  a  341 

c  355 

Dean,  John  :  petition,  to  be  paid  balance  tax-sale  of  estate,  refused  a  113 
c  11S;  order  to  pay  balance  tax-sale  of  estate,  Wason  pi.,  passed  a  114 
c  119 

Dechon,  James  :  petition  to  be  refunded  amount  and  interest  for  tax  titles 
of  an  estate  a  338-reiused  a  637  C656;  offeiing  to  surrender  alleged  in- 
valid tax-deeds  of  estates,  Columbia  St.,  D.,  and  Hamilton  ave.  a  45S- 
refused  a  637  c  656 ;  offering  to  surrender  deed  of  estate  a  691-report  with 
order  accepted,  passed  c  710  a  7 iS 

Dee,  Ellen  T. :  petition  to  refund  liquor  license  a  74-refused  a  138  c  14S 

Delea,  Margaret:  report  on  unfinished  business  of  last  year  tor  an 
award  of  damages  on  account  of  death  of  son,  killed  while  in  employ  of 
city,  with  order  to  pay,  accepted,  passed  a  1S7,  iSS  c  196-veto  of  mayor, 
with  opinion  of  corporation  counsel,  discussed,  passed,  veto  notwith- 
standing a  239-discussed,  passed  c  306 

Devney,  P.  F. :  injuries  to  cab,  Cabot  St.,  R.,  petition  a  160-refused  a  47S 

c  S°7 
Dickerman,  Bakciue   Benjamin:  petition,  compensation  for  damages 

received  by  ferry-boat  a  gSS 
Dickerman,  Benj.,  et  als.:  land  damages,  Newton  Highlands,  refused 

a  1065  c  1072 
Doherty,  Eliza  :  petition,  personal   injuries,  Broadway  a  105-refused 

a  462  c  467 
Dolan,  Bridget  E.:  order  to  allow  and,  pay  certain  sum  from  liquor 

license  fee,  referred  to  committee  on  claims  a  897-indefinitely  postponed 

a  94S  c  95S 
Dolan,  Mrs.  Catherine  :  personal   injuries,  Commercial    st.,  petition 

a93',945  .     .  , 

Duffey,  James:  petition,  compensation,  injuries  to  horse,  Harvard  St., 

D.  aSl 
Dugan,  Sarah  J.  :  petition,  personal  injuries,  Genesee  St.  a   135-refused 

a  620  c  656 
Dwyer,  J.  P. :  injuries  to  property,  Columbus  ave.,  petition  a  241-refused 

a  407  c  427  _    _     _  _ 

Eaton,  Susannah  :  petition,  personal  injuries,  Cambridge  st.  a  311 
Ei.mes,  G.  H.  :  injuries  to  carriage,  Rutherford  ave.,  C,  petition  a  160- 
refused  a  251  c  256 
Ecjuitaule  Land  Co.:  petition,  refunding  amount  of  betterments  paid 

on  account  of  laying  out  Back  Bay  park,  refused  a  672  c  67S 
Evans,  Ellen    E. :  petition  to    refund  liquor-license  fee,  refused  a  113 

c  118 
Fagan,  Jane  :  petition,  personal  injuries  a  9S3 

Farrell,  Edward:  petition,  damages  to  stock  in  cellar  by  overflow  of 
sewer,  Ward  st.  c  297-refused  a  341  c  355;  petition,  damages  to  property 
a  402 
Farren,  Daniel  :  personal  injuries,  petition  a  1033 
Farrenden,  Anna  :  personal  injuries,  refused  a  251  c  256 
Faxon,   Adaline,  Executor  :  petition  to   be  refunded  portion  of  bet- 
terment, Marine  park  a  753-refcrred  to  committee  on  parks  a  895  c  902- 
referred  to  next  government  c  ioS6a  1094 


Fay,  Margaret:  personal  injuries,  refused  a  272  c  2S9 

Ferreira,  Joseph,  etals.  :  report  no  action  necessary  c  10S5  a  1090 

Finneran,  Mary'  :  petition  to  be  paid  balance  tax-sale  of  estate,  George 
St.,  R.  a  S23. 

Flaherty,  Bridget:  petition,  personal  injuries,  G  st.  a  536-refused 
a  636  c  656 ;  refused  a  720  c  723 

Floyd,  Eliza,  Heirs  :  land  damages,  Blue  Hill  ave.,  referred  to  com. 
mittee  on  sewers  a  9S6  c  995 

Flynn,  Frank  :  petition,  damages  to  property  while  crossing  ferry  a  691 

Frazer,  Angus  L. :  petition,  compensation  on  accountof  death  of  minor 
son  at  city  hospital  a  712-refused  a  932-discussed  c  95S,  959-referred  to 
trustees  ot  city  hospital  c  959  a  9S3 

Gallagher,  Margaret  :  petition,  personal  injuries,  Sawyer  st.  a  105- 
refused  a3>3  c  336 

Garkity,  Wm.  :  injuries  to  estate,  petition  a  241-refused  a  313  c  336 

Oilman.  G.  P. :  petition  to  be  paid  balance  tax-sale  of  estate,  Sheridan 
ave.  a  74 

Gilman,  S.  A. :  order  to  pay  balance  tax-sale  estate,  Sheridan  St.,  passed 
a  Q2J  c  996 

Glover,  Asabel  H.  :  petition,  grade  damages  to  estate,  Dorchester 
a  735-refused  a  9S6  c  995 

Grant,  Wm.  W.,  et  als.  :  personal  injuries,  Causeway  St.,  petition  a  4S3- 
refused  c  710  a  716 

Hall,  C.  A. :  petition  to  be  paid  balance  arising  from  tax-sale  of  estate, 
Norfolk  st.  a  33S-granted  a  350  c  361 

Hallahan,  Alice  :  personal  injuries,  city  hospital,  refused  a  251  c  256 

Hand,  Carl,  petition,  personal  injuries,  West  Brookline  St.  a3u-refused 
a  564  c  571 

Hannon,  Wm.  :  land  damages,  refused  a  217  c  224 

Harold,  Anna  :  petition,  personal  injuries,  Washington  St.,  R.  a  614- 
refused  a  720  c  723 

Harris,  Edward  C,  et  als. :  petition,  discharge  of  mortgage  of  land 
purchased  of  city  of  Roxbury  a  661-report  with  order,  accepted,  passed 
a  720  c  723 

Hart,  Catherine  :  petition,  personal  injuries,  Commercial  St.,  D.  a  105- 
refused  a  164  c  174;  petition  for  rehearing  a  241 

Hebron,  Thomas  :  petition,  damages  to  estate,  Ward  st.  a  691 

Hennessey',  Henry  P. :  personal  injuries,  Joy  St.,  refused  a  251  c  257 

Hickey,  Catherine:  petition,  return  of  liquor  license  fee  a  691-report 
with  order  to  pay,  etc.,  accepted,  passed  a  720  c  723 

Howe  Savings  Bank  :  land  damages,  Dorchester,  petition  a  i6o-refused 
a  217 

Hosea,  F.  W. :  personal  injuries,  Deer  island,  petition  a  iS5-refused 
a  47S  c  507 

Hughes,  P.  J.:  petition,  for  compensation  for  work  on  engine-house, 
Boylston  St.  a  241  ;  personal  injuries,  Cambridge  St.,  petition  a  241-re- 
fused a  341  c  355 

Hunt,  Mary  :  petition,  personal  injuries  on  drop  of  So.  Ferry  a  776-re- 
fused  a  S2S  c  S32 

Jacobs,  Paul  H. :  petition,  damages  to  business  by  impediment  of  travel 
and  erection  of  fence  on  permit  granted  by  city  a  842-refused  a  925 
C95S 

James  &  Mabury  :  petition,  damages  to  horse  and  wagon  a  105-granted 
a  217  c  225-veto  of  mayor,  with  opinion  of  corporation  counsel,  dis- 
cussed, passed,  veto  notwithstanding  a  240-discussed  c  305,  306-passed 

c  3°S  „       , 

Jellison,  E.  S.:  petition,  compensation  personal   injuries  a  105-refused 

a  272  c  2S9 
Johnston,  James  :  petition,  compensation   for  damages   c  326-refused 

a  407  c  427 
Jones,  Frank,  &  Son  :  report  and  order  to  pay  certain  sum  for  extra  ex- 
penses, incurred  on  accountof  contract  on  Harrison-ave.  school-house, 
accepted,  referred  to  finance  a  727-report  and  order  to  pay,  accepted, 
a  73S-passed  a  744-discussed,  assigned  a  769,  770,  discussed  c  S19,  820- 
assigned  c  Sio-passed  c  833 
Kearns,  Hannah:  order  to  refund  portion  of  liquor-license  fee,  passed 

a  1 14  c 119 
Kearney,  Lucy  :  personal  injuries,  Chamber  St.,  petition  a  26S 
Kelley,  Annie  :  damages  to  estate,  H  St.,  refused  a  1066 
Kelly,  Catharine  :  petition  to  refund  liquor-license  fee,  refused  a  113 

c  11S 
Kelly,  Martha  A.:  personal  injuries,  refused  a  272  c  2S9 
Kenney,  John:  petition,  compensation,  damages  to  property  a  725-re- 

fused  a  1065  c  1072 
Kilroy,  T.  :   injuries   to  property,   Ward    and  Vancouver  sts.,  petition 

a  iS5-refused  a  251  c  256 
King,  James  A.:  petition,  damages  to  horse  and   sleigh,  refused  a  341 

c355 
Kyte,  Eliza  A. :  damages  to  property,  Wabon  St.,  refused  c  303  a  311 
Lally',  Catherine:  personal   injuries,  East  Third   st.,   refused  a  251 

c  257 
Lakkin,  Joannah  :  petition  to  refund  liquor  license  a  135-refused    a  187 

c  '93  ,      . 

Lauriat,  Louis  A.,  Trustee  :    petition,  abatement   assessment   laying 
out    Franklin  park,  refused  a  187;  referred  to  committee  on  judiciary 
c  193-report,  no  action  necessary  c  303;  report  of  committee  on  claims, 
refusing,  accepted  c  336 
Laut,  J.  W. :  petition,  injuries  to  horse,  Perkins  St.  a  371 
Lauten,  Harriet  F. :  petition,  abatement  of  assessment  on  account  lay- 
ing out  Marine  park,  refused  a  139  c  i4S-reconsideration,  assigned  c  204- 
discussed,  referred   to  committee  on  claims  c  3^5-report  with  order,  ac- 
cepted, passed  a  564-discussed  c  577,  578-passed  c  578 
L'Etourneau,  Annie:  personal  injuries,  Harrison  ave.,  petition  3536 
Leary,  John:  petition,  personal  injuries,  Sixth  st.  a  34S 
Lee,  Mary  F. :  personal  injuries,  Hanover  St.,  refused  a  313  c  333 
Lennon,  M.  F. :  personal  injuries,  Washington  St.,  petition  a  160 
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Lewis,  Thalia  E. :  petition,  personal  injuries,  Isabella  st.  a  311-refused 
a  350  c  35s 

Lissner,  Ephraim  :  petition,  compensation  damages  to  house,  refused 
a  1S7  c  193 

Loftus,  Ellen:  personal  injuries,  Union  Park  St.,  petition  a  536 

Mahoney,  Bridget:  petition,  to  be  refunded  portion  of  liquor  license 
c  Si-refused  c  133  a  137,  13S  c  14S 

Mahoney,  Jenme  :  petition,  personal  injuries  a  1033 

Maloney,  Margaret:  petition,  to  refund  liquor-license  fee,  refused 
a  113  c  11S. 

Manning  Anna  S. :  petition,  personal  injuries,  Castle  st.  a  753-refused 
a  925  c  958 

Marian,  Margaret  E. :  personal  injuries,  A  St.,  petition  a  475 

Markey,  Patrick:  personal  injuries,  petition  a  1037 

Marston,  Mrs.  C.  A. :  petition,  personal  injuries  a  1033 

Martin,  Geo.  :  damages  to  property,  East  Ninth  st.,  granted  c  6sS-dis- 
cussed  a  663-66^-passed  a  665 ;  veto  ot  mayor  ■with  opinion  of  corpora- 
tion counsel,  discussed  c  704-708-sustained  c  70S;  petition,  compensation 
for  damages  to  estate,  Douglas  St.  c  S79-granted  c  10S5  a  1090 

Martin,  James  :  petition,  damages  to  estate,  refused  a  164  c  174 

Matthews,  Nathan  :  petition  that  city  of  Boston  release  its  claim  to 
certain  land  west  of  West  Chester  park  and  quit-claim  to  him  a  105- 
report  and  order,  discussed,  accepted,  passed  a  341  c  360 

May",  F.  W.  G. :  damages  to  estate,  Dorchester  ave.,  recommitted  to  com- 
mittee on  sewers  a  992  c  995 

McCarthy,  Annie  :  personal  injuries,  refused  a  164  c  174 

McCarthy*,  Timothy  :  petition,  injuries  to  horse  a  100S 

McCullough,  Peter  :  petition  to  be  paid  for  services  rendered  city  by 
instigation  of  members  of  the  police  department,  refused  a  139  c  148 

McDermott,  Mary':  petition  to  refund  liquor-license  fee,  relused  a  113 
c  uS-petition,  personal  injuries,  Warren  st.  a  371-refused  a  620  c  656 

McDonald,  Charles:  petition,  compensation,  damages  to  property, 
Border  st.  a  725 

McDonnell,  Ellen:  petition  to  be  paid  for  land  taken  by  city  on  Baxter 
St.,  refused  a  13S  c  148 

McGann,  C.  J.:  personal  injuries,  Broadway  extension,  petition  a  160 

McGaragle  &  Co.:  petition,  compensation  for  extra  work  on  O-st. 
school-house  a  iS5-report  and  order  to  pay  a  251,  252-passed  a  252- 
discussed  c  257-261-assigned  c  261-discussed  c  300,  301-passed  c  301 

McKay,  Elizabeth  :  personal  injuries,  petition  a  S92-refused  c  10S5 
a  1090 

MoKeon,  Margaret:  petition,  personal  injuries  8483 

McLaughlin,  Andrew  :  order  to  pay  for  work  on  Stony  brook,  passed 
a  82S-discussed  c  S39,  S40-passed  c  S40 

McLaughlin,  James  :  petition,  injuries  to  horse,  River  St.,  D.  a  74-re- 
fused  a  407  c  427 

McLaughlin,  Michael:  personal  injuries  in  building  of  health  depart- 
ment, petition  a  776-referred  to  committee  on  health  a  S52  c  S6o-granted 
c  10S5  a  '093 

McLaughlin,  Sarah  U. :  personal  injuries,  Austin  St.,  C,  petition  c  174 

McLoughlin,  Patrick:  petition,  personal  injuries,  Salem  st.  a  105-re- 
fused  a  407  c  427 

McMahon,  Mary":  petition  to  refund  liquor-license  fee,  refused  a  113 
c  uS-petition  a  241-report  with  order,  discussed,  passed  a  341  c  359 

McManus,  Thomas  :  petition,  damages  to  property,  Carleton  st.  a  753- 
refused  a  S52  c  859 

Meade,  Thomas  H. :  petition,  damages  to  property,  Columbia  st.  a  371 

Mooney,  John  :  petition,  compensation  damages  to  estate,  River  St. ,  re- 
fused a  139  c  14S 

Moran,  Annie:  personal  injuries,  refused  a  1S7  c  193 

Morris,  Patrick  :  damages  to  property,  East  Eighth  St.,  petition  a  742- 
refused  a  S52  c  859 

Morrisy,  Mary'  J. :  petition,  personal  injuries,  Hanover  st.  a  26S-re- 
fused  a  925  c  958 

Morse,  Nathan  :  petition,  offering  to  surrender  invalid  deed  of  estate, 
Parker  st.  a  614 

Morse,  Wm.  H. :  petition  to  be  paid  balance  tax  sale  of  estate,  Tremont 
st.  a  776. 

Moses,  Mrs.  A.  Jane  :  personal  injuries  received  on  ferry  boat,  refused 
a  113  c  11S 

Murphy-,  Andrew  H. :  petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  property, 
Dimock  st.  a  753-refused  c  S21  a  S24 

Murphy,  Mrs.  Andrew  H. :  petition,  injuries  to  property,  Dimock  st 
aS23 

Murphy,  Catherine  :  petition,  damages  to  estate,  Seventh  st.  a  34S- 
refused  a  542  c  548 

Murphy",  Jeremiah  H. :  petition,  compensation  on  account  of  death 
of  nephew,  refused  a  251  c  256 

Murphy,  John  :  petition,  damages  to  property,  Seventh  st.  a  34S-refused 
a  542  C54S;  petition,  compensation  personal  injuries  while  in  employ  of 
paving  department  a  1060 

Myrick,  Stephen  A. :  petition,  compensation  for  damages  c  326-refused 
a  407  c  427 

New,  Alexander:  petition,  to  be  paid  compensation  for  personal  in- 
juries received  while  helping  constable  with  escaped  prisoner,  granted 
a  217-discussed  c  225,  226-referred  to  committee  on  judiciary  c  226-report 
(CD.  75},  accepted  c427-placed  on  file  a  459 

Nichols,  John  C. :  personal  injuries,  Boylston  St.,  petition  a  311;  peti- 
tion, damages  to  steam-lighter  Revere  aS92-refused  a  IC65  c  1072 

Noonan,  Mary' :  petition,  personal  injuries  on  ferry-boat  a  S70-petition, 
damages  to  property  by  repairs  on  Stony  brook  a  753-refused  a  877  c  S84 

Norton,  M.  :  petition,  damages  to  estate,  Florence  St.,  W.R.  a3ii-refused 
a  350  c  355  .    . 

Norton,  P. :  personal  injuries,  "Warren  bridge,  petition  a  241 

Norton,  Thomas  :  petition,  personal  injuries,  while  at  work  in  paving 
department  a92i-refused  a  1065  c  1072 


Claims,  continued. 

O'Brien,  Patrick  :  petition,  damages  to  property,  Cabot  st.  a  753-refused 

a  877  c  SS4 
O'Connor,  Hannah  E.,  etals.:  petition,  damages  to  property,  Earl  st. 

a  7 1 2-refused  a  925  c  95S 
O'Hare,  Michael  :  personal  injuries  received  while  in  employ  of  water 

department,   refused  a  925-recommitted  c  959-non-concurred  a  984-as- 

signed  c  1005-referred  to  next  government  c  ioSo-indefinitely  postponed 

a  1093 
Osgood,  John  Felt:  petition,  damages  to  land,  Circuit  st.  a  241-refused 

a  S95  c  902 
Park,  Geo.  W. :  petition  to  be  paid  amount  rlue  him  a  661 
Parker,  H.  G.,  Trustee  :  petition  to  be  paid  balance  tax-sale  of  estate 

Berwick  park  a  74-granted  a  1S7 
Pascal,  Sarah:  petition,  personal  injuries,  Devens  St.,  C.  c  '47-refused 

a  350  c  355 
Patterson,  Matthew  T.  :  petition  to  refund  liquor-license  fee,  refused 

a  113  c  1  lS 
Peer,  Robt.  :    personal  injuries,   Middlesex    St.,  petition   a   214-refnsed 

a  373  c  3S2 
Pewtress,  John  B.  :  personal  injuries,  petition  a  931 
Putnam,  Mattie  A.:  petition,  personal  injuries,  Meridian  St.  a  371 
Qt'iNCY',  Edmond  :  petition,  damages  to  horse  and  carriage,  Dover  St., 

refused  a  251  c  257 
Quirk,  Pierce  :  petition,  damages  to  estate,  Parsons  St.,  B.  a  269-refused 

il  34'  c  355 
Rafferty,  John  :  personal  injuries,  I  St.,  refused  a  251  c  256 
Reno,  Jesse  W. :  petition,  personal  injuries,  Devonshire  st.  a  311 
Restell,  Sarah  J.  :  personal  injuries.  Poplar  St.,  refused  a  251  c  256 
Rhodes,  Geo.  W". :  petition,  personal  injuries  a  753-refused  a  S77  c  8S4 
Robertson,  Mrs.  Flora  :  petition,  damages  to  estate,  Elm  st.,  C.  a  775- 

refused  a  S52  c  S59 
Roche,  Theresa  :  petition,  personal  injuries,  Eaton  st.  c  3S1 
Russ,  Augustus,  James  Wood,  et  als. :  petition,  abatement  of   park 

assessment,  Marine  park  c  193-report  with  order  accepted,  passed  a  564- 

discussed  C577,  57S-passed  c  578 
Ry"Der,  J.  P.  &  A.  F. :  petition,  personal  injuries  a  135-refused  a  462  c  467 
Salamander  Felting  Co.:    petition,  compensation  for  an  alleged  in- 
fringement of  its  patents  for  boiler  and  pipe  coverings,  refused  a  1S7 

c  193 
Sanger,  Chester  F. :    petition  to  be    paid  balance  tax-sale  of  estate, 

Blue  Hill  ave.  a  S23 
Sangster,  John  :  petition,  personal  injuries,  Border  st.  a  1060 
Shaw,  John  O. :  petition,  damages  to  estate,  Beacon  st.  a   260-report  of 

committee  on  claims,  referred  to  committee  on  pavintr  a  341  c  355 
Sherman,  H.  Maria  :  petition,  personal  injuries  a  34S-relused  a  828  CS32 
Skillings,  Day'Id  N. :  report  of  committee  on  claims  with  order  to  pay 

certain  sum  on  account  of  assessment  and  payment  of  betterments  on 

lands  tor  laying  out   Back  Bay  park  c  234,  235-passed  c  235-assigned 

a  242-discussed  a  285,  2S6-passe"d  a  2S6 
Smith,  E.  J. :  personal  injuries,  Tremont  St.,  refused  a  272  c  2S9 
Smith,  Louisa  F. :  petition,  compensation  for  damages  a  135 
Smith,  Michael  :  personal  injuries,  Hollis  st.,  refused  a  164  c  174 
Smith,  Noah  R.:  order  to  refund  liquor-license  fee,  passed  a  114  c  119 
Smith,   W.  H.:    petition  to  be  paid   balance  tax-sale  of  estate,    refused 

a  113  c  11S;  order  to  pay  balance  tax-sale  estate,  Locust  St.,  passed  a  114 

c  119 
Stark,  James  H. :  petition  to  purchase  land  in  Brighton  held  by  city  for 

non-payment  of  taxes,  refused  a  341  c  355 
Steamer  ''  Venetian  "  :  report,  no  action  necessary  relative  to  damages 

by  collision  with  ferry-boat  a  1S7  c  193 
Stearns,  N.  A.  :  personal  injuries,  Federal  St.,  petition  a  892 
Stevens,  C.  M. :  personal  injuries,  Washington  St.,  petition  a  160;  refused 

a  620 
Stevens,  Wm.  J. :  petition  to  be  refunded  portion  of  betterment,  Marine- 
park  a  753-referred  to  next  government  c  10S6 
Stock,  Arthur  H.:  petition,  damages  by  sewer,  Minot  St.,  D.  a5S6 
Stone,  Jonathan:    petition,    compensation   damages  to  estate,  Bunker 

Hill  St.,  refused  a  139  c  148-petition,  damages  to  property,   Marion  and 

Jackson  sts.,  C.  a  214-refused  a  272  c  291-claim  settled  a  498 
Story,  Sarah  W. :  petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  estate,  refused 

a  138  c  14S 
Stuart,  H.  M. :  personal  injuries,  Derne  St.,  petition  a  1016. 
Stubbs,  J.  O. :  petition,  refund  sewer  assessment  a  736 
Sullivan,  Ellen:  personal  injuries,  B  St.,  petition  a  725 
Sullivan,    G.    J.:    petition,   personal    injuries,    Commercial   st.    a   5S6- 

refused  a  672  c  67S 
Sullivan,  Joseph  H.  :  petition  for  hearing,  personal  injuries,  Washing- 
ton St.,  refused  a  251  c  257 
Sullivan,  Margaret:  personal  injuries,  refused  a  272 
Sullivan,  Mary*:  personal  injuries,  Summer  St.,  petition  a  iSs-refused 

a  272  c  2S9 
Sullivan,  P.  P. :  personal  injuries  by  employers  of  water  board,  refused 

a  949  c  959 
Swallow,  Calvin  :  petition,  for  abatement  of  assessment  on  account  of 

laying  out  Marine  park  c  256-report  with  order,  accepted,  passed  a  564- 

discussed  c  577,  57S-passed  c  57S 
Teevan,  Mary  :  petition  to  refund  liquor  license  fee,  refused  a  113  c  11S 
Tobey,  Hugh  :  personal  injuries  while  at  work  at  Cottage  Farm  bridge, 

petition  a  931 
Tompson,  Ruth  H. :  petition,  land  damages  a  931-refused  c  10S5  a  1090 
Toomey",  James:  petition,  compensation  for  land  taken  for  Stony  brook 

a  1060 
Tower,  Abby  T.,et  als. :  petition,  to  be  repnid  part  of  assessment,  Frank- 
lin park  a  742-report  no  action  necessary  a  925  c  959 
Townsend,  C.  T.  S. :  compensation    for    injuries    to   property,    petition 

a  241-refused  a  373  c  382 
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Claims,  continued. 
Vinal,  Henry  F. :  petition,  damages  to  estate,  Newcomb  St.,  refused 

a  139  c  147;  petition,  damages  to  property,  Newcomb  St.  a  561-refused 

a  620  c  656 
Washer,  Peter  S.:  personal  injuries.  Change  ave.,  petition  a  661 
Whicher,  G.  W. :  petition,   to  refund  liquor  license  fee,  refused,    dis- 
cussed a  113,  114,  c  118 
Whittemore,  C.  A.  &  Co.:  petition,  to  be  paid  for  two  lawn-mowers 

furnished  department  common  and  squares  a  725-refused  a  S77  c  SS4 
Whittier  &  Anderson  :  report  of  committee  on  claims  with  order  for 

settlement  for  damages  caused  by  the  taking  of  land,  Amory  St.    R., 

etc.,  accepted,  passed  a  349,  350  c  362 
Wilkins,  W.  W. :  petition,  personal  injuries,  Charlestown  St.  a  105 
Williams,  E.  A.:  petition  to  be  refunded  taxes   illegally  assessed  on 

her  estate,  Seaver  St.,  refused  a  187  c  193 
Williams,  Georgianna:  petition,    personal    injuries,  Tremont  St.,  C. 

c  193-refused  a  47S  c  507 
Williams,  John:  personal  injuries,  Charter  St.,  petition  a  661-refused 

a  S03  c  811 
Williams,   Mrs.   S.  B.:    petition,   personal   injuries,   Washington   st. 

a  402-refused  c  656 
Winn,  O.  T.,  Lieutenant:  petition,  personal  injuries  a476-given  leave 

to  withdraw  a  564  c  571 
Winnisimmet  Co.:  petition,  abatement  of  betterment  assessment  a  S23 
Wood,  Edmund  W.,  Trustee:  petition  to  be  paid  balance  tax-sale  of 

estate,  Medford  st.  a  797 
Wood,  Mary  A.,  et  ah.:   petition,  compensation  damages  by  erection 

of  electric  pole  in  front  of  premises,  refused  a  1S7  c  193 
Woods,  Wm.  H. :  petition,  damages  to  carriages  a  4S3;  petition,  injuries 

to  horse  and  wagon,  Granite  St.  a 536-refused  a  S2S  CS32;  petition,  com- 
pensation damages  to  carriage,  Granite  st.  c  S31 
Woodside,  F. :  personal  injuries,  Buckingham  St.,  petition  a  1S5 

Clapp,  Dwight  M.,  et  als. 

lamp  rear  of  St.  James  ave.,  petition  a  45S 

Clapp,  Howard. 

petition,  to  erect  building,  Athens  st.  a  iooo-granted  c  10S5  a  1093 
stable,  Athens  St.,  petition  a  1060 

Clapp,  J.  W. 

steam-engine,   Park  sq.,   petition  a  401-granted  a  460;  petition  to  build 
cellar  below  grade,  Park  sq.,  granted  a  1 14 

Clapp,  R    C. 

remonstrance  against  boxing  tree,  Broadway  a  1016 

Clapp,  Susan  I. 

sidewalk,  Hartford  St.,  petition  a  79S-granted  a  S76 

Clapp,  "William  C. 

petition  to  grade,  etc.,  Willow  court  a  401 

Clarby,  Thomas. 

petition,  compensation  for  land,  Wakullah  st.  a  1033-referred  to  committee 
on  claims  a  1063 

Clarence  street. 

sidewalk  :  granted  a  9S7 

Clarendon  street. 

hyatt  lights  :  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  petition  a  891- 
granted  a  S96 

Claremont  park. 
edgestones  and  sidewalk  :  petition  a  458-granted  a  4S0 
lamp  :  Thomas  R.  White,  petition  a  613 

Clark,  Cyrus  T.,  et  ah. 

petition  to  pave  Wareham  st.  with  granite  blocks  a  797 

Clark,  Daniel. 

petition  to  water  certain  streets  a  241-granted  3372;  petition,  use  steam- 
engine,  Mt.  Washington  ave.  a  458-granted  a  499 

Clark,  Daniel  W. 

appointed  field-driver  and  pound-keeper  a  45S-confirmed  a  477 

Clark,  Miss  Ellen  C. 

petition  to  be  paid  for  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs  a  240-grantcd  a  340 

Clark,  James  Freeman. 

appointed  trustee  Public  Library  for  a  term  of  five  years  a  33S-confirmcd 


134S 

Clark,  James  T. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Clark,  James  W. 

coal  holes,  Commonwealth  ave.,  petition  a  634-granted  a  673 


Clark,  Louis  M  ,  Councilman,  Ward  24. 

qualified:  pnge  2 

appointed:  city  clerk's  department,  sewers   c  65,  66;   fourth  of  July 

C32S 
remarks  :  appropriation  bill  C440;  equalization  of  voters  in  city  coun- 
cil c  1029 

Clark,  Lyman  J. 

sidewalk,  Roxbury  St.,  petition  a  931-granted  a  947 

Clark,  M.,  et  ids. 

lamps,  Morris  St.,  petition  a  932 

Clark,  M.  C. 

petition  to  maintain  hack-stand,  Washington  st.  a  34S-granted  a  351 

Clark,  M.  G. 

coal-holes,  Avery  St.,  granted  a  277 

Clark,  Wm.  G. 

petition  for  introduction  of  steam-traction  engine  as  a  motive-power  in- 
stead of  horses  a  51 

Clark,  W.  R. 

land  damages,  Winter  St.,  D.,  refused  a  217  c  224;  stable,  Hamilton  ave., 
petition  a  726-granted  a  737 

Clarke,  M.  T. 

steam-engine,  Washington  St.,  petition  a  161-granted  1S8 

Clasby,  Mrs.  Ann. 

petition,  damages  by  sewer,  Wakullah  st.  a  5S6 

Clatur,  Ellen  A. 

coal-hole,  Staniford  st.,  petition  a  931-granted  a  947 
Clayton,  J.  H  ,  et  ah. 

petition  that  Metropolitan  R.R.  run  cars  on  tracks  on  Harrison  ave.  a  161 

Clayton  street,  Dorchester. 

plank-wralks  :  H.  Godfrey,  petition  a  160 

Cleary,  Jas.  P. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313;  petition  to  run  drain  through 
school  yard,  Smith  St.,  discussed,  referred  to  committee  on  public  build- 
ings a  662 

Cleaves,  Joshua. 

appointed  inspector  of  petroleum  and  coal  oils  a  45S-confirmed  a  477 

Cleaves,  N.  Porter. 

appointed  inspector  of  petroleum  and  coal  oils  a  371-confirmed  a  406 

Clerk,  City.     {See  City  Clerk.) 

Clerk  of  Committees.     {See  Committees.) 

Clerk  of  Common  Council.     (See  Common  Council.) 

Clerke,  Charles  S. 

petition,  abatement  sewer  assessment,  Washington  St.,  W.  R.  a  634- 
abated  a  894 

Cleve,  Joseph,  et  ah. 

edgestones  and  sidewalks,  Centre  st.,  J.  P.,  petition  a  458-granted  a  728 

Cleveland  street. 

sewer:   petition  a  753 

Cliff  street. 

sitlewalk :  petition  a66i-grantcd  a  693 

Clifford,  A.  P. 

sewer,  Taylor  st.,  petition  a  823 

Clifton  street. 

edgestones  :  petition  a  536-granted  a  543-566 
edgestones  and  sidewalk  :  petition  a  712-granted  a  S46 
lamps  :  George  S.  West,  petition  a  1008 

sidewalk  :  petition  a  475-granted  a  479-pctition  a  536-granted  a  543-566- 
petition  a  754-granted  a  846 


Clinton  street. 

sidewalk  :  petition  a  51 

Closing  Proceedings.     (See  Common   Council.) 
Clough,  George  A. 

petition  to  occupy  guy-posts  around  new  court  house,  granted  a  712,  713 
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Cluff,  S.  D. 

personal  injuries,  Cambridge  St.,  petition  a  214 

Clune,  Thomas,  et  ah. 

lamps,  Franklin  court,  R.,  petition  a  753 

Coal.     (See  Buildings,  Public  ;  Ordinances.) 
Coal,  Weighers  of.     (See  Weights  and  Measures.) 
Coal-holes.     (See  Different  Streets.) 
Coasting. 

Anawan  ave.  :  order  to  allow,  passed  a  75 

Auburn  and  Allston  sts.,  C. :  order  to  allow,  passed  a  51 

Bainbridge  st.  :  petition  of  A.  J.  Browne  et  als.  asking  to  rescind  per- 
mit, discussed,  passed  a  21,  22 

Blue  Hill  ave.  :  order  to  allow,  passed  a  52 

Branch  and  Dorchester  sts.:  remonstrance  from  Mary  E.  Holmes 
and  Annie  L.  Clapp  against  coasting,  referred  to  committed  on  police 
a  20 

Charlestown  :  W.  H.  Jennings,  petition  to  allow  coasting  on  double- 
runners  a  51-communication  specifying  streets  on  which  double-runners 
may  be  run  a  75;  order  to  allow  coasting  in  several  streets,  passed 
a  1060 

Charter  ST. :  order  to  allow,  passed  a  5  ;  communication  from  Rev.  Mr. 
Moran  relating  to,  referred  to  committee  on  police  a  73-report,  with  or- 
der that  coasting  be  rescinded,  accepted,  passed  a  139 

Cheney  st.  :  order  to  allow,  passed  a  22 

Chestnut  ave.,  B.:  communication  from  F.  C  Irving,  clerk  of  police, 
recommending  that  coasting  be  discontinued,  referred  to  committee  on 
police  a  73-report,  with  order  prohibiting,  accepted,  passed  a  139 

East  Seventh  and  East  Third  sts.  :  order  to  allow,  passed  a  52 

Forest  st.,  R. :  petition,  Wm.  C.  Hunneman  et  als.,  to  prohibt  a  75- 
granted  a  139 

Highland  st.  :  order  to  allow,  passed  a  1037 

Marcella  st.  :  order  to  allow  coasting,  passed  a  22 

Manning  Hill,  W.  R. :  allowed  a  1060 

Newton,  Foster,  and  Union  sts.,  B. :  order  to  allow,  passed  a  1060 

Parker  st.  :  order  to  allow  coasting,  passed  a  22 

Pitts  st.  :  order  to  allow,  passed  a  51,  52 

Pope's  Hill  st.,  D.:  order  to  allow,  passed  a  52 

Sheridan  ave.,  W.  R. :  order  to  allow,  passed  a  52 

Sumner  st.,  D. :  order  to  allow,  passed  a  22 

Telegraph  st.  :  order  to  suspend  permit,  passed  ci2a  23;  communica- 
tion from  the  board  of  police  relating  to,  placed  on  file,  order  revoking 
permit  to  coast,  passed  a  20 

Trenton  st.  :  order  to  allow,  passed  a  4,  5,  24 

Walk  Hill  st.  :  order  to  allow,  passed  a  21 

West  Cottage  st.  :  order  to  allow,  passed  a  52 

Westville  st.  :  order  to  allow,  passed  a  75 

Cobleigh,  Charles  C,  et  ah. 

petition  that  No.  Harvard  St.  be  watered  a  536 

Coburn,  C.  H. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Coburn,  Ethan  N. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Cochran,  Samuel  J.,  Councilman,  Ward  5. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed  :  committee  on  city  treasurer's  department,  printing,  sur- 
veyor's department  c  65,  66 

remarks  :  eight-hour  law  c  2S;  navy  yard  c  69;  Martin  claim  c  707; 
police  salaries  c  S19 

Cochran,  S.  H. 

steam-engine,  Central  wharf,  order  for  hearing  a  724-hearing  a  739-re- 
fused  a  777 

Codman,  Robert. 

steam-engine,  Kilby  St.,  petition  a  946-granted  a  9S6 
petition  to  pave  Exchange  pi.  with  asphalt  a  725 

Coe,  Annie. 

stable,  Main  St.,  petition  a  311-granted  a  373 
Coffin,  A.  H. 

sidewalk,  Newbury  St.,  petition  a  4SS-granted  a  479 

Coffin,  Celia  A. 

personal  injuries,  Harvard  St.,  D.,  refused  a  251  c  257 

Coffin,  S.  W. 

sidewalk,  Green  St.,  J.  P.,  granted  a  747 

Cofran,  Smith  W. 

sidewalk,  Green  St.,  J. P.,  petition  a  241 

Cogan,  "William  F. 
edgestones  and  sidewalk,  East  Fifth  St.,  petition  a  634-granted  a  846 


Coggswell  Fountain. 

order  that  superintendent  of  common  be  requested  to  put  on  the  water 
and  to  supply  same  with  ice,  etc.,  referred  to  committee  on  common, 
etc.  c  467-report  no  action  necessary  a  591  c  59S 

Colbert,  Charles  E. 

appointed  undertaker  a  2oS-confirmed  a  313 

Cole,  A.  F. 

order  to  pay  land  damages,  widening  Norfolk  St.,  D  ,  passed  a  16S 

Cole,  George  S. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Cole,  Jabez  R. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Coleman,  Cook,  8c  Co.,  et  al. 

petition,  to  continue  sewer,  Decatur  st.  a  932 

Coleman,  Jeremiah  F..  Councilman,  "Ward  2. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed  :  committee  on   police,    public    lands    c  65,   66;    conference 

committee  c  90 
remarks  :  East  Boston  High  School  c  963 

Coleman,  Thomas,  Jr. 

appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  2i2-confirmed  a  242;  appointed 
weigher  of  coal  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Coleman,  Thomas  F. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Colgan,  Mrs.  J.  F. 

petition,  compensation  for  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs  a  135-granted  a  340 

Collar,  Hannah  C. 

edgestones,  Maple  St.,  petition  a  4S3-granted  a  543 

Collector's  Department. 

committee  :  appointed  a  57  c  65 

city  collector  :  James  W.  Richer,  appointed  a  45S-confirmed  a  477 

annual  report:  referred  to  committee  on  collector's  department  with 
power  to  employ  experts  to  examine  a  4S5 

appropriation  :  request  for  additional  appropriation  for  salaries,  re- 
ferred to  finance  a  7iS-report  with  order  for  transfer,  accepted,  passed 
a  727  c  769 

clerk-hire  :  the  committee  on  the  department  recommend  the  passage 
of  an  ordinance  to  amend  chap.  6,  Rev.  Ord.,  lelating  to,  referred  to 
committee  on  ordinances  a  621-report,  accepted,  assigned  a  636;  ordi- 
nance relating  to  salary,  etc.,  passed  a  694  c  709 

deputy  collectors  :  ordinance  to  amend  chap.  13,  Rev.  Ord.,  relating 
to  increase  of  salary,  referred  to  committee  on  collector's  dept.  c  2S7- 
report  with  ordinance,  discussed,  assigned  a  634-635;  ordinance  to  in- 
crease number,  passed  a  694  c  709 

examiuation  of  accounts  :  report  of  expert  employed  to  examine 
accounts,  accepted,  ordered  printed  a  1009  c  1013 

leases,  notes,  bonds,  and  mortgages  :   (CD.  S3)  report  c  505 

transfer:  order  to  transfer  from  the  revenue  of  the  Cochituate  water- 
works, referred  to  committee  on  finance  a  594-report,  accepted,  order 
passed  a  620  c  659 

Collins,  A.  D. 

bay-window,  Carver  st.,  granted  a  13S;  bay  window,  Paul  st.,  petition 
and  order  for  hearing  a  752-hearing  a  775-refused  a  S97 

Collins,  Hiram  H.,  et  als. 

sewer,  Withingtun  St.,  petition  a  536 

Collins,  James. 

appointed  assistant  weigher  and  inspector  of  vessels  and  ballast  a  345- 
confirmed  a  377 

Collins,  James,  et  als. 

sidewalk,  Broadway,  petition  a  725-granted  a  738;  sidewalk,  Third  St., 
petition  a  735-granted  a  747 

Collins  8c  Lee. 

steam-engine,  Plummer's  wharf,  petition  a  34S-granted  a  372 

Collins,  M.  J. 

petition,  compensation  for  work  on  Taibot-ave.  sewer  a  634 ;  petition,  com- 
pensation extra  work  on  sewer,  Ashland  St.,  W.  R.  a  1060 

Collins,  Michael  C. 

petition  to  be  paid  balance  tax-sale  of  estate  c  690-passed  a  932,  933  c  99S 

Collins,  Michael  D. 

appointed  inspector  and  seizer  of  charcoal -baskets  a  33S-confirmed  a  34S; 
appointed  sealer  of  weights  and  measures  a  33S-confinned  a  34S-bond 
approved  a  1009 
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Colman,  George  A. 

petition,  license  to  run  barge  a  241,  311-granted  a  375,  412 

Colonial  Laws. 

reprint:  order  to  expend  certain  sum  in  preparing  and  issuing,  dis- 
cussed c  S30,  S3i-passed  CS31  a  S43 

Colony  street. 

sideivnlk  :  petition  a  Syo-granted  a  929 

Columbia  street,  Charlestown. 

laying  out  and  grading:  order  that  street  commissioners  provide 
in  estimates  sums  sufficient  to  lay  out,  etc.,  referred  to  committee  on 
appropriations  c  11S 

sewer  :  petition  a  536-order  for  hearing  a  590-hearing  a  613-granted 
a  637-order  rescinded  a  720 

Columbia  street,  Dorchester. 

claim  :  order  to  pay  P.  Welch  land  damages,  passed  a  31S;  Thomas  H. 
Meade,  petition,  damages  to  property  a  371 

crossing  :  G.  T.  Berry  et  a/s.,  petition  a  1016 

edgestones  :  petition  a  725-granted  a  S02 

invalid  tax  deeds  :  James  Deshon,  offering  to  surrender  alleged  in- 
valid tax-deed  of  estates  a  4jS-refused  a  637  c  656 

plank-wallt  :  Wm.  F.  Whitcomh  et  tils.,  petition  a  348 

poles:  fire  commissioners,  petition  to  erect  a  160-granted  a  216 

sewer  :  petition  a  34S-order  for  hearing  a  377-hearing  a  401-order  of 
notice  of  hearing  a  462 

sidewalk  :  request  of  school  committee  for  c  S59-referred  to  committee 
on  paving  a  871  ;  petition  a  S71 

stable  :  G.  Sewall,  petition  a  241-granted  a  275 

Columbus  avenue. 

claims  :  J.  Dvvyer,  injuries  to  property,  petition  a  241-refused  a  407  C427; 
Thomas  M.  Adams,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  823 

coal  ehnte  :  Mary  A.  Clarlin,  petition  a  691-trranted  a  719 

pole  :  Edward  B.  "Oliver,  petition  to  revoke  a  10S9 

resurface  :  order  to  resurface  with  asphalt,  assigned  a  420-discussed, 
assigned  a  460-indefinitely  postponed  a  595-passed  a  593 

sidewalk  :  petition  a  931-granted  a  947 

steam-engine:  Charles  Rollins,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  9S3; 
C.  A.  Sinclair,  hearing  a  10 15- granted  a  [034 

extension  :  order  for  street  commissioners  to  include  in  their  estimates 
sum  sufficient  to  extend,  passed  c  72-referred  to  committee  on  streets 
a  75-report,  no  action  necessary,  accepted  a  164  c  174;  report  of  finance 
on  the  orders  of  last  year  to  provide  loan  for,  recommending  reference 
to  committee  on  appropriations  a  13S  c  i4S-report,  no  action  necessary 
a  iSS  c  193 

Columbus  square. 

pole  :  S.  M.  Cox  et  ah.,  removal,  petition  a  10S9 
Comins  School.     (See  Schools.) 
Commercial  street. 

claims:  G.  J.  Sullivan,  petition,  personal   injuries  a  sS6-refused  3672 

c  67S  ;  Mrs.  Catherine  Dolan,  petition  a  931 
paving  :  ordered  a  673 

sidewalk  :  Burr  &  Tyler,  petition  to  maintain  an  entrance  a  214 
steam-engine  :  Bagnall  &  Loud,  petition  a  161-granted  a  iSS 
tracks:  report,  an  order  for  hearing  on   petition   Union   Freight  R.R. 

Co.  to  construct   and    maintain  tracks,   accepted  a  S77-hearing  a  931- 

gfanted  a  948 
sidewalk  :  Charles  E.  Raymond,  petition  to  excavate  a  891 

Commercial  street,  Dorchester. 

claims  :  Catherine  Hart,  petition,  personal  injuries  a  105-refused  a  164 
c  174;  petition  for  rehearing  on  petition  a  241 

Commercial  Wharf 

steam-engine  :  Lorenzo  Richardson,  petition  a  33S-grantcd  a  349; 
Peabody  &  Jordan,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  aoSi-hearing  a  1015 

Commissioners.     (See  under  names  of  subjects.) 
Committees. 

clerk:  James  L.  Millard,  elected  a  24  c  27;  order  to  allow  leave  of 
absence  without  loss  of  pay,  discussed,  passed  a  764  c  771 

assistant  clerk  :  ordinance  to  amend  chap.  6,  Rev.  Ord.,  relating  to 
salarv,  referred  to  committee  on  contingent  expenses  a  79-report,  dis- 
cussed a  27S-2So-passcd  a  280-discussed  c  292-295-passed  c  ^95 

committees  of  Bonrd  of  Aldermen  :    appointed  a  57,5s 

committees  of  Common  Council:  appointed  c  64-66 

nntinislied  business  :  order  to  resume,  passed  a  2 

Committees  or  City  Officials,  Expenses  of.     (See  Appro- 
priation.) 


Common,  Boston.     (See  Common  and  Public  Squares.) 
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Common  Council. 

organization  :  c  5 

adjournment  for  two  weeks  :  order  to  adjourn  for  two  weeks, 
discussed  c  129,  130-inclefiniteIy  postponed  c  130 

annual  dinner:  order  to  appoint  committee  to  arrange  for,  discussed 
c  105S,  1059-passed  c  1059 

anterooms  and  clerk's  room :  order  to  place  electric  lights  in,  and 
to  paint  and  whiten  said  rooms,  referred  to  committee  on  public  build- 
ings c  255 

badges  :  order  to  appoint  special  committee  to  procure  badges,  discussed 
c  11-passed  c  12-committce  appointed  c  12,  66-report,  acctpted  c  11S; 
order  to  procure  badge  for  the  president  at  certain  expense,  passed  c  27 

chamber  :  order  to  allow  use  ofto  railroad  commissioners,  passed  c  194; 
order  to  allow  use  of  to  committee  on  public  cemeteries  c  194;  order  to 
allow  use  of  to  civil-service  commission  for  examination  of  applicants, 
discussed  c  327-33i-passed  c  331 ;  order  to  allow  use  of  to  dooniingboard 
c  354;  order  to  allow  use  of  to  committee  on  assessors  department, 
passed  c  SS4 

clerk.  :  Joseph  O'Kane,  elected  c  5 

committees  :  appointed  c  64-66 

contingent :  see  Contingent  expenses ;  committee  appointed  c  66 

correction  of  records  :  c  1S4 

investigation:  order  to  appoint  committee  of  five  to  investigate 
charges  made  against  Councilman  Lauten,  passed  c  506-discussed, 
amended,  passed  a  537  c  557;  reports,  majority  and  minority,  discussed 
a  7i3-7i6-majority  accepted  a  716-discussed,  accepted  c  772 

keystone  tiles  :  order  that  the  superintendent  of  printing  be  authorized 
to  procure  for  the  desks  such  number  as  may  be  necessary  to  replace 
the  files  now  in  use,  referred  to  committee  on  contingent  expenses  c  So 

lemonade:  order  to  approve  bill,  passed  c  547 ;  order  to  furnish  during 
warm  weather,  passed  c  655 

lockers  :  order  to  provide  means  for,  with  communication  from  superin- 
tendent public  buildings,  stating  cost,  passed  c  26  a  52;  communication 
from  auditor  suggesting  transfer  of  certain  amount  to,  with  order  for 
superintendent  of  public  buildings  to  provide  at  certain  expense,  passed 
c  60-referred  to  finance  a  75-report,  with  order  to  transfer,  discussed, 
assigned  a  112-passed  a  137 

lunch  :  order  to  provide,  discussed,  passed  c  94;  recess  taken  c  101 ; 
order  to  furnish,  discussed  c  130,  131-passed  c  130-discussed  c  133; 
order  passed  c  300;  order  for,  passed  c  396,  397,  43$,  515,  630,  654,  794, 
867,912,972,  1003,  1004 

meetings  :  order  to  adjourn  for  two  weeks,  passed  c  219;  order  for  next, 
passed  c  325;  order  for  next,  discussed,  rejected  a  4C0,  451;  adjourned 
for  two  weeks,  passed  c  465  ;  order  for  next,  discussed  c  610,  61  i-passed 
c  61 1 ;  special,  discussed  c  624-passed  c  690;  special  c  721,  750;  order  for 
next,  passed  c  771,  Sn,  S67,  S9S,  953,  994,  1014 

monitors  :  appointed  c  66 

membership  :  order  that  chap.  210  of  acts  of  1SS7,  establishing  the  num- 
ber of  members,  be  accepted,  etc.,  referred  to  committee  on  ordinances 
a  897-report  c  964-966-discussed  c  966971,  972,  975-assigned  and  ordered 
printed  c  975-discussed  c  99S-ioo2-assigned  c  1002-passed  c  1062;  order 
that  chap.  210  of  acts  of  1SS7  be  accepted  by  city  council,  referred  to 
committee  on  ordinances  c  839-order  calling  for  report,  discussed  c  S9S- 
902-passed  c  902  a  921-report,  discussed  c  937-942-acceptance  refused 
c  942  a  9S4 ;  order  that  chap.  210  of  the  acts  of  1SS7  is  herewith  accepted 
ana  approved  by  city  council,  discussed  c  944,  99S-ioo2-assigned  c  1002- 
passed  c  1014  a  1017;  order  to  petition  legislature  to  amend  city  charter 
that  the  number  of  councilmen  be  increased,  assigned  c  994-discussed, 
assigned  c  1003-discussed  c  1027  1029-passed  c  1029-assigned  a  1033 

oil  paintings  :  order  to  have  restored  and  put  in  proper  conclition, 
passed  c  547 

portrait  of  president :  order  requesting  president  to  give  sitting  for 
portrait  to  be  hung  in  room,  passed  c  12 

president  :  order  to  appoint  a  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes, 
passed  c  5;  David  F.  Barry  elected  c  5;  opening  address  c  5;  order  that 
president  be  a  member  of  finance  and  public  buildings,  passed  c  1 1  ;  re- 
solve of  thanks  to  c  10S6,  ioS7-closing  address  by  c  10S7,  ioSS-request  to 
furnish  copy  to  print  as  city  document  c  roSS 

president's  room:  order  to  expend  certain  sum  in  books  or  decora- 
tions, passed  c  12 

recess  :  c  302 

reading  clerk  :  order  to  allow  and  pay  Joseph  O'Kane  certain  sum  for 
services,  passed  c  1021 

rules  and  orders:  order  that  those  of  last  yen r be  adopted  until  other- 
wise ordered,  passed,  committee  to  revise  appointed  c  5,  66-report 
(CD, 7),  discussed  c  46,  4.7-accepted  c  47-discussed  c  47-50-rules  adopted 
C50 

seats  :  drawn  c  6 

unfinished  business  :  order  to  refer  to  next  common  council,  passed 
c  1070 

vacation  :  order  to  adjourn  June  30  and  meet  second  Thursday  in  Sep- 
tember, with  order  for  committees  to  report,  etc.,  discussed  c  6u,  6ii- 
laid  over  c  61 2-speeially  assigned  c  644 

ventilation  :  report,  no  action  necessary  c  547  a  562 

final  proceedings  :  resolve  thanking  the  president,  David  F.  Parry, 
for  his  deliberations  as  presiding  officer  c  1086,  ioS7-adoplcd  unan- 
imously c  ioS7-closing  address  of  President  Barry  c  10S7,  ioSS-ordered 
printed  c  ioSS-adjournment  sine  diec  10SS 

Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

committee  :  appointed  a  57  c  65 

superintendent  :  Win.  Doogue,  appointed  a  21-assigncd  a  54-con- 
firmed  a  76;  protest  of  D.  W.  liugbee  et  a/s.,  against  confirmation  of 
Wm.  Doogue,  referred  to  committee  on  common,  etc.  a  76~rept;rt,  no  ac- 
tion necessary,  accepted  a  189  c  195 

annual  report  :  (C.D.41)  a  243  c  256 
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Common  and  Public  Grounds,  continued. 

appropriation  :  order  to  transfer  from  Mt.  Washington-ave.  bridge  to 
street  trees,  referred  to  finance  a  993 

Arbor  day  :  order  that  the  superintendent  be  requested  to  plant  trees  in 
certain  places  on  30th  April,  amended,  discussed  a  377,  378-referred  to 
committee  on  common,  etc.  a  378-report,  discussed  a  409,  410-passed 
a  410  c  427 

band-stand  :  order  that  superintendent  of  common,  etc.,  be  requested 
to  include  in  estimates  sum  sufficient  to  repair,  referred  to  committee  on 
appropriations  a2iS;  order  to  put  in  order  for  summer  concerts,  dis- 
cussed, passed  C504;  discussed,  referred  to  committee  on  common,  etc., 
a  537-report,  discussed,  accepted  a  591 ,  592-passed  a  617  c  6S6 

claim  :  [ohn  Bell,  petition,  personal  injuries  to  son  bv  defective  seat  on 
Public  Garden  a  371-refused  a  49S  c  507;  C.  A.  Whittemore,  petition  to 
be  paid  for  lawn  mowers  a  725-refused  a  S77  c  SS4 

common  :  Post  113,  G.A.R.,  petition  to  hold  memorial  services  on 
Common  a  372 

Crispus  Attucks  et  als.,  Monument.     (See  Attucks,  Crispus.) 

dead  and  dangerous  trees  :  communication  for  mayor  transmit- 
ting- communication  from  superintendent  of  common  relating  to,  re- 
ferred to  committee  on  appropriations  a  26S 

free  concerts  :  order  to  arrange  for  concerts  on  Common  and  other 
public  squares,  referred  to  finance  c  354-report  and  order,  accepted, 
passed  a  490  c  509 

Frog  pond  :  order  to  put  stone  edging  in  repair  immediately,  dis- 
cussed, passed  c  502  a  537 ;  c  *mmunication  from  superintendent  relative 
to,  ordered  printed  and  laid  on  table  a  5S6-taken  from  table  a  642  c  67S; 
order  to  repair  and  put  stone  edging  in  order,  etc.,  passed  a  642-dis- 
cussed  c  6S2,  6S3-passed  c  6S3 

greenhouses,  lloxbury  Canal  Lands  :  order  to  transfer  certain 
sum  to  be  expended  in  fitting  up,  referred  to  finance  a  24-report  with 
order  for  transfer,  accepted,  passed  a  112  c  120 

open-air  meetings  :  E.  M.  White  et  als.,  petition  a  752-referred  to 
mayor  c  S21 

parade  ground  :  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Co.,  petition  use 
of  a  372 

plank-wallcs  :  order  to  report  as  to  the  condition  of  the  walks  recently 
removed  and  whether  suitable  provisions  have  been  made  for  their 
care,  referred  to  committee  on  common,  etc.  c  502-report,  accepted  a  591 
C598 

playground  for  Brighton  boys  :  Geo.  W.  Warren  et  als.,  peti- 
tion a  311-granted  a  591  c  686-order  to  provide,  passed  a  544  c  557 

playground  for  Koslindale  :  John  E.  Blakemore  et  als.,  petition, 
playground  for  Roslind.ile  a  535-granted  a  591  c  6S6 

protection  of  Boston  Common  :  order  to  appoint  committee  to 
appear  before  committee  on  street-railways  of  the  Legislature  and  pro- 
test against  granting  of  any  right  or  privileges  to  lay  tracks  in  any 
portion  of  Common,  discussed,  ordered,  printed,  and  assigned  c  399 

protection  foi-  trees  on  Beacon  and  Park  st.  malls  :  order 
that  his  honor  the  mayor  be  requested  in  behalf  of  the  city  to  remon- 
strate against  the  passage  of  any  law  tending  to  the  destruction  of  trees 
by  street  railroad  companies,  Oh  cussed  c  301,  302-discussed,  referred  to 
committee  on  common  a  312-1-eports,  majority  that  order  ought  not  pass, 
accepted  a  409-placed  on  file  c  427-report,  no  further  action  necessarv, 
accepted  a  591 

Public  (iarden  :  communication  from  Horticultural  Society  petition- 
ing for  authority  to  build  a  building  to  be  used  for  exhibitions  and  other 
purposes  tending  to  encourage  and  improve  the  science  and  practice  of 
horticulture,  etc.,  discussed,  referred  to  committee  on  judiciary  c S2-re- 
port,  with  opinion  of  corporation  counsel,  accepted,  petition  refused 
C2S7;  Boston  Society  of  Natural  History,  petition  in  aid  of  building 
a  241-report,  no  action  necessary  a  350  c  355 

Public  Garden  pond  :  order  to  repair  curbing  around  pond,  etc.,  re- 
ferred to  committee  on  common  a  935 

removal  of  worms  from  trees  :  order  that  superintendent  be  in- 
structed to  remove  worms  from  trees  on  Common  and  Tremont  sts., 
passed  c  767  a  776 

sewer  assessments  :  order  to  abate  assessments,  passed  a  462;  order 
to  abate  sewer  assessment,  Sever  St.,  passed  a  618 

square  to  be  named  in  South  Boston  :  order  that  the  superin- 
tendent of  common  give  name  to  square  formed  by  the  intersecting  of 
Dorchester  ave.,  Dorchester,  Swelt,  and  Boston  sts.,  referred  to  com- 
mittee on  common,  etc.  c  147-report  in  favor,  accepted  c  205  a  215;  order 
that  it  be  named  Power  sq.,  discussed  c  326-referred  to  committee  on 
common,  etc.  c  42S 

trimming  and  removal  of  trees  :  communication  from  superin- 
tendent relating  to,  placed  on  file  a  872 

settees  on  the  training-field  :  order  that  the  superintendent  of 
common,  etc.,  be  requested  to  place  settees  on  field,  passed  c  700  a  716 

West-st.  entrance  to  (he  Common  :  order  requesting  superin- 
tendent to  keep  in  good  order  and  passable  during  autumn  and  winter, 
discussed,  passed  c  767  a  776 

trees  : 
Allston   School:   petition  that  permission  be  granted  the  pupils  to 

set  out  four  maple-trees  a  402 
Austin  St.,  C. :  E.J.  Russell,  order  to  allow  removal,  passed  a  420 
Beach  st.  :  C.  E.  Russell,  petition  to  trim  tree  a  691-granted  a  9S9 
Bellevue  st.  :  Mrs.  M.  E.  Palmer,  petition,  removal  tree  a  535 
Blue  Hill  ave.  :  P.  H.  Kerrigan,  petition,  removal  tree  a  33S-granted 
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Bolster  st.  :  Andrew  Cassidy,  petition,  removal  tree  a  241 
Brighton  ave.:  S.  W.  Brown,  jr.,  petition  to  trim  treea4S3;  Arthur 
Timmins  et  als.,  petition,  removal  a  9S3~referred  to  superintendent  of 
common  a  ioio 
Broadway  :  order  to  allow  John  A.  McGrath  to  box  tree,  passed  a  253- 
discussed  a  314-316-passed  a  316;  J.  C.  Story,  petition   to  trim  tree 
a  842-referred  to  committee  on  common  a  S72-granted  a  S95 ;  James 


Common  and  Public  Grounds,  continued. 

Lvnch,  petition  to  box  tree,  granted  a  S74;  John  J.  Merrigan,  petition 

to  box  tree  a  1060-g ranted  a  1094 
Brighton  :  order  to  remove  or  trim  trees  in  certain  named  streets  a  729- 

indefinitely  postponed  a  736 
Bunker  Hill  st.  :  G.  N.  Fisher,  order  to  allow  to  trim  tree,  passed 

a  543 
Cambridge   st.,   B.:  W.  W.  Marsh,  order  to  allow  removal  of  tree, 

passed  a  420 
Centi-e  ST.,  R. :  M.  Liefstrom,  petition,  removal  tree  a  797 
Chestnut  Hill  ave.:  F.F.Morton,  petition   to  remove  tree  a  33S- 

granted  a  350 
Cordis  st.  :  order  to  trim  tree  in  front  of  estate  A.  V.  Lincoln,  petition, 

passed  a  543 
Corey    ST.,   W.R.:   John   A.  Whittemore  el  als.,    petition  to  remove 
dead  tree  a  311 ;  J.  A.  Whittemore  et  als.,  petition  to  change  location 
of  trees  a  373 
Cottage  st.  :  Geo.  H.  Hobson,  petition  to  remove  dead  tree  a  712 
Dale  ST. :  Mrs.  A.  M.  Putnam,  petition  to  trim  tree  a  310;  John  Spauld- 
ing,  petition  to  trim  trees  a  797;  R.  H.  Kemp,  petition  to  plant  trees 
a  870-g  ranted  a  050 
Dearborn  st.  :  Francis  Bellamy  et  als.,  petition,  removal  tree  a  775 
Dillaway  school  :  petition,   removal  of  two  trees    a   823-referred  to 

committee  on  common  a  S72-granted  a  S95 
Dorchester  ave.  :  David  Robinson,  petition  to  remove  tree, etc.  a  402; 
Benj.  E.  Whiting,  petition,  removal  trees  a  614;  communication  from 
superintendent  of  common,  etc.,  relating  to  petition  to  remove  trees, 
referred   to   committee  on    common    a   60S;  removal    granted   a  S46; 
Henrv  C  Towle,  petition  to  remove  and  trim  a  691 
Dorchester  and  Gates  sts.  :  order  to  trim  trees,  passed  a  622 
Dork  st.  :  Geo.  Curtis,  petition,  removal  tree  a  775 
E  ST. :  M.  Gilfether,  petition  to  remove  limb  of  tree  a  34S 
East  Boston  :  order  to  ti  im,  etc.,  indefinitely  postponed  a  736 
East  Broadway'  :  order  to  remove  dead  tree,  passed  a  253 
East  Brookline  ST. :  Oliver  Ditson,  petition  to  remove  tree  a  402 
East   Fourth    st.  :  order  to  trim  tree,  passed  a  2S6;  Henry  Hussey, 

petition  to  remove  tree  a  562 
East   Seventh   st.  :   J.  N.  Goodnough,  petition    to   trim    tree   a  402 

Edward  E.  Gardner,  petition  to  trim  trees  a  614 
Eighth  st.  :  Sarah  McElroy,  petition  to  trim  trees  a  371 
Emerson  St.:  Wm.  T.  Eaton,   petition,  removal  trees  a  614;  order  to 

allow  Wm.  T.  Eaton  to  remove,  passed  a  930 
Eustis  ST. :  H.  Brickell,  petition  to  trim  tree  a  661 ;  F.  P.  Tripp,  peti- 
tion to  trim  tree  a  775 
Eutaw  st.  :  Geo.  H.  Long,  petition  to  remove  a  691 
Everett  ST.,  E.B. :  order  to  trim   trees  in  front  of  parochial  school, 

discussed  a  729,  730 
First  Baptist  Church,  R. :  order  to  remove  tree,  passed  a  929 
Florence  st.,  W.R. :  Henry  A.  Wood,  petition  to  plant  trees  a  9S3- 

granted  a  991 
Forest  st.  :  order  to  remove  tree,  passed  a  779 

Fourth  st.  :  order  to  trim,  passed  a  21S;  J.  A.  Davis,  petition  to  trim 
tree  a  34S;  James  Wood,  petition  to  trim  tree  a  66i ;  order  to  trim  tree, 
passed'  a  351 ;  Mrs.  O.  M.  Rumery  et  als.,  petition  to  trim  trees  a  823- 
referred  to  committee  on  common,  etc.  a  S72-granted  a  S95 
Gates  st.  :  order  to  remove  dead  tree,  passed  a  481 
Howard  st.  :  Geo.  Dodge,  petition  to  remove  tree  a  S70-refused  a  989 
Hollis  ST. :  Patrick  McAleer,  petition,  removal  tree  a  614 
Leverett  st.  :  R.  S.  Sidelinger,  boxing  tree,  refused  a  991 
Lexington  st.,  C :  order  to  trim  tree,  passed  a  21S 
Marcella  ST.,  R. :  J.  Keogh,  petition  to  remove  tree  a  160 
Marginal   st.  :    Boston    Sugar   Refinery   Co.,  petition,  removal    tree 

a  '35 
Marlboho'  ST. :  S.  C.  Jackson,  petition  to  exchange  tree  a  535 
Metropolitan  ave.  :  D.  Eldrcilge  et  als.,  petition  that  trees  be  cared 

for  a  5S6 
Monroe  st.  :  Sarah  P.  Mason,  petition  to  trim  tree  a  752 
N  ST. :  Albert  C.  Paige,  order  to  trim,  passed  a  951 
Norfolk  st.  :  Samuel  H.  Babcock,  petition  a  931 
Ottawa  ST. :  D.  A.  Ritter,  petition  to  remove  tree  a  775 
Paul  Gore  ST. :  Samuel  B.  Rogers,  remonstrance  against  destruction 

of  elm  tree  a  1033 
Pearl  ST.,  D. :  order  to  remove  two  trees,  passed  a  779 
Rockville  park  :  L.  B.  Hiscock,  petition  to  remove  tree  a  633-refused 

3719 
Sumner  St.,  D. :  Stoughton-st.  Baptist  Church,  petition,  removal  tree 

a  S42-referred  to  committee  on  common,  etc.  a  872-refused  a  S95 
Third  st.  :  Thomas  Connors,  petition  to  remove  trees  a  1033 
Thornton   St.,    R. :    Mrs.   A.  Johnson,  petition,  for  removal  of  tree 

a  214 
Tremont  St.:  W.  H.  Emery,  petition  to  trim  tree  a  475;  J.  Holbrook, 

petition    to  trim  trees  a  S23-reterred  to  committee  on   common,  etc. 

aS72-granted  a  S95  ;  Mary  Hyams,  petition,  removal  tree  a  S93-relerred 

to  superintendent  of  common  a  1010 
Union  park  :  J.  Howe  Murray  et  als.,  petition,  removal  tree  a  842-re- 
ferred to  committee  on  common,  etc.  a  872-granted  a  895 
Warren  St.  :  G.  G.  Wilder,  petition  to  remove  tree  c  S21 -refused  a  1010- 

recommitted  c  1013-granted  c  10S6  a  1090 
Washington  St.,  D. :  Wm.  Schmell,  petition  to  remove  tree  a  535 
West  Fourth  st.  :  ord*-r  to  trim  tree,  passed  a  595 
Western  ave.:    C.  B.Jenkins,  petition,  removal  tree  a  looS-granted 

a  1010 
Wyman  st.:  C.  A.Curtis  &  S.  A.   Bolster,   petition   to   remove  tree 

a  26S-granted  a  275 

Commonwealth  avenue. 

buildings :   Wm.  R.  Cavanagh,  petition  to  move  a  483-granted  a  542 
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COMMONWEALTH   AVENUE 


CONTRACTS 


Commonwealth  avenue,  continued. 

coal-holes  :  James  W.  Clark,  petition  a634~granted  a  673 

construction:  order  to  proceed  with  construction,  discussed,  referred 
to  committee  on  paving  a  481 

edgtstones  :  granted  a  373 

extension  :  communication  from  street  commissioners  asking  that  the 
name  of  a  certain  part  of  Brighton  ave.  he  changed  to  Commonwealth 
ave.,  order  passed  a  76 

grading  and  macadamizing:  ordered  a  747 

widening  :  communication  from  street  commissioners  transmitting  re- 
solve and  order  to  widen,  etc.  c  1012-passed  c  1013  a  1017;  order  to  pay 
Josiah  B.  Kendall,  land  damages,  passed  a  106S 

Communications,  Executive.      (See  Executive  Department 
Messages.) 

Company  A,  Fifth  Regiment,  M.V.M.     (See  Armories.) 

Company  A,  Ninth  Regiment,  M.V.M.     (See  Armories.) 

Company  C,  Ninth  Regiment,  M.V.M.     (See  Armories.) 

Company  D,  Ninth  Regiment,  M.V.M.      (See  Armories.) 

Company  H,  Ninth  Regiment,  M.V.M.     (5ce  Armories.) 

Company  L,  First  Regiment,  M.V.M.     (See  Armories.) 

Conant,  A.  H.,  et  als. 

sewer,  Minot  St.,  petition  a  214 

Conant,  Ezra. 

order  to  pay  land  damages,  extension  of  Minden  St.,  passed  a  805 

Conant,  Lewis  S.,  et  als. 

edgestones,  King  St.,  petition  a  797 

Concannon,  Annie. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries,  Washington  St.,  referred  to 
committee  on  claims  c  81 

Concerts.     (See  Licenses.) 

Concerts,  Free.     (See  Free  Concerts.) 

Concord  street, 

estate  :  James  McCormick,  petition,  modification  of  a  condition  in  deed 
of  estate  a  614-granted  c  65S 

Condor  street. 

building  :  Herbert  Loud,  petition  to  erect  a  921-granted  a  933  c  996 
poles:   Boston  Electric  Light  Co.,  granted  a  S03;  New  England  Tel.  & 

Tel.  Co.,  petition  a  931-granted  a  947 
sewer  :  petition  a  5S6-order  for  hearing  a  637-hearing  a66o-ordered  a  694 
stable  :  VVm.  H.  Callbeck,  petition  a  10S9 

Congress  street. 

buildings:  Boston  Wharf  Co.,    petition    to   erect  a  214-granted  c  235 

a  242;  Boston  Wharf  Co.,  petition  to  erect  c  467-granted  a  543  c  557 
claim  :  S.  C.  Currier  &  Co.,  damages  to   horse,  petition  a  742-refused 

c  S2t  a  S24 
coal-boles  :  Wm.  S.  Putnam  et  als.,  trustees,  petition  a   797-granted 

a  S27 
iron  pipe  :  Taylor  &  Sullivan,  petition  a  1008 
sewer  :  petition  a  775-order  for  hearing  a  9S6-ordered  a  1009 
sidewalk  :  petition  a  536-granted  a  617;  petition  a  1016 
Steam-engine  :  Andrew  J.  Morse  &  Son,  petition  a  797-granted  a  S46; 
Tremont  Electric  Lighting  Co.,  order  for  hearing  a  S7i-hearing  a  931- 
granted  a  951  ;  Gilchrist  &  Gorham,  petition  a  1015-granted  a  1034 
stable  :  American  Express  Co.,  petition  a  311-granted  a  342 

Congress-st.  Bridge.     (See  Bridges.) 
Connelly,  Peter. 

petition  to  enlarge  toll-house,  Charles. river  bridge  a  401-granted  a  671- 
referred  to  committee  on  judiciary  c  6S7;  report  from  committee  on  judi- 
ciary c  709  with  order,  accepted,  passed  c  710  a  718 

Connelly,  T. 

stable,  Washington  St.,  D.,  petition  a  241-granted  a  275 

Connelly,  Timothy. 

bay-window,  Lenox  St.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  348-  hearing  a  401- 
granted  a  41 1 

Conners,  Julia. 

sidewalk,  East  Second  St.,  petition  a  712-granted  3876 

Conners,  Thomas. 

petition  to  remove  trees,  Third  St.  a  1033 


Connolly,  Bartholomew  J.,  Councilman,  Ward  19. 

qualified :  page  2 

appointed:  Stony  brook  c  50;  inspection  of  buildings,  public  build- 
ings, sewers,  Stony  brook,  c  65.  66 

remarks  :  occupation  of  streets  for  building  purposes  C335;  Walpole-st. 
school-house  c  46S;  subdivision  of  contracts  c  579;  supplementary  ap- 
propriation bill  c  678,  679;  Saturday  half-holidays  c  795 

Connolly,  Timothy. 

bay  window,  Washington  St.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  920-hear- 
ing  a  945-granted  a  9S6 

Connors,  Patrick. 

personal  injuries,  Blossom  St.,  refused  a  251  c  257 

Conroy,  Daniel. 

personal  injuries,  East  Third  St.,  refused  a  251  c  256 

Constables. 

annual  appointments  :  appointed  a  774,  775-confirmed,  except  T.  F. 
Blatt  and  H.  R.  Darling  a  Soi 

Blatt,  Joseph  :  confirmed  a  S25 

Blossom,  W.  A. :  bond  approved  a  S25 

Brackett,  Samuel,  and  Thomas  Folger  :  bonds  approved  a  162 

Darling,  Htnds  R. :  confirmed  a  874 

Innis,  Geo.  H. :  appointed  a  983-confirmed  a  9S9 

Maguire,  Robt.  E.  :  appointed  constable  a  239-confirmed  a  271-bond  ap- 
proved a  340 

McCarthy,  Patrick  J. :  bond  as  constable  approved  a  215 

Palmer,  Leavitt  B.,  bond  approved  a  932 

Post,  Wm.  S. :  bond  approved  a  1S7 

bonds  :  approved  a  S46,  S74,  923,  947,  9S3,  1009,  1018 

Constitution,  Centennial  Anniversary  of.  Adoption.     (See 

Centennial  Anniversary,  etc. ) 

Contested  Elections.     (See  Elections.) 

Contingent  Expenses. 

committee  :  appointed  a  57  c  65,  155 

appropriations  :  order  to  transfer  from  reserved  fund  to  contingent 
fund,  joint  committees,  passed  a  748,  discussed,  passed  c  769;  requests 
(CD.  170)  for  additional  appropriations,  referred  to  committee  on 
finance  e  1022-report  and  order  to  transfer  accepted,  passed  c  1049  a 
1066;  copies  of  bills  c  1072 

board  of  aldermen  contingent:  request  additional  appropriation, 
referred  to  finance  a  m-report  and  order  for  transfer,  accepted,  passed 
c  132  a  137;  order  that  the  chairman  of  the  board  be  authorized  to  ap- 
prove bills  incurred  hy  board  of  aldermen,  individual  members  and 
standing  committees,  alter  the  bills  have  been  approved  by  individuals 
incurring  same,  etc.,  passed  a  116 

carriages  :  order  to  provide  for  members  of  the  common  council  on  the 
occasion  of  their  annual  visit  to  the  Mouse  of  Correction,  discussed, 
passed  c  645 ;  order  to  provide  carriages  for  such  members  as  may  re- 
quire them,  passed  c  1069 

carriages  for  officers  and  reporters:  order  to  provide  when  re- 
quested to  do  so,  discussed,  passed  c  Co 

carriages  for  South  Boston  members  of  the  common  coun- 
cil :  order  to  furnish  with  carriages  while  attending  to  official  duties, 
until  such  time  as  the  South  Boston  R.R.  Co.  resume  running  cars, 
discussed  c  145,   146-passed  c  146,  147-discussed  c  155,  156-passed  c  156 

carriages  for  Brigbton  members  :  order  to  provide,  discussed, 
withdrawn  c  156 

committees:  report  (CD. 143)  for  bills  of  joint  committees  for  April, 
May,  and  June  a  Soi  c  S11 

common-council  contingent:  request  for  an  additional  appro- 
priation, referred  to  committee  on  finance  a  m-report  and  order  for 
transfer,  accepted,  passed  c  132  a  137 

l^ourth  of  July  :  order  to  provide  carriages,  etc.,  discussed  c  6S7,  6SS- 
passed  c  6S8 

Memorial  Day  :  order  to  provide  carriages  for  members  desiring  to 
take  part  in  services  c  474,  504 

officers  and  reporters:  order  that  the  officers  and  reporters  of  city 
council  be  invited  to  dine  with  members  of  board,  passed  a  25 

payment  of  bills  :  order  to  allow  the  bills  ot  J.  Tyler  Hicks  and 
Beckman  &  Punchard  for  refreshments  4th  of  July  and  17th  of  June,  re- 
ferred  to  contingent  expenses  a  73S-report  accepted,  order  passed  a  S27 
c  S40 

report  :  (C.D.7S)  amount  of  bills  for  January,  February,  and  March  in- 
curred by  joint  committees,  accepted  a  460  c  467;  (CD. 175)  a  1095 

Contracts.     (See  also  under  Subjects.) 

city  contracts  :  order  that  the  committee  on  ordinances  consider  and 
report  any  Alterations  which  may  he  advisable  in  chap.  16,  Rev.  Ord., 
referred  to  committee  on  ordinances  c  170 

subdivision  :  orders  that  committee  on  ordinances  consider  ad- 
visability of  amending  sect.  2,  chap.  17,  Rev.  Ord.,  relating  to,  etc., 
discussed  c  127,  i2S-referred  to  committee  on  ordinances  c  i2S-report 
inexpedient  c  303  a  311;  majority  report.no  further  action  necessary, 
assigned  c  390-distussed,  assigned,  and  ordered  printed  c  400-discussed 
c  42S,  578-5S1 ;  minority  report,  accepted,  and  ordinance  providing  that 
certain  contracts  shall  not  he  subdivided,  passed  c  5Si-discussed  a  5S7- 
indefinitely  postponed  a  58S  c  598 

contracts  and  proposals  :  order  that  the  committee  on  ordinances 
consider  and  report  if  any  changes  are  necessary  in  chap.  17,  Rev.  Ord., 
relating  to  proposals  and  contracts  and  the  bonds  accompanying  them, 
referred  to  committee  on  ordinances  a  140,  141  c  14S 
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CONVEYANCE 


COURTS 


Conveyance,  City.     (See  Law  Department.) 
Conway,  Margaret. 

order  to  pay  land  damages,  laying  out  Sackville  St.,  passed  a  16S 

Cook,  A.  B. 

appointed  measurer  of  grain  a  pSj-confirmed  a  9S9 

Cook,  A.  W. 

petition,  license  for  wrestling  exhibition,  Windsor  Theatre  a  725-granted 
*727 
Cook,  Catherine  B. 

personal  injuries,  East  Concord  St.,  petition  a  S23 

Cook,  F.  D. 

steam-engine,  Boston  St.,  petition  a  1015 

Cook,  George  W. 

compensation  for  personal  injuries,  Waltham  St.,  petition  a  241 

Cook  &  Handy. 

petition  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  a  iS6-granted  a  372 

Cook,  Peter. 

order  to  pay  certain  sum  for  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs,  passed  a  140 

Cook,  Robert. 

petition,  compensation  for  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs  a  240-granted  a  340 

Cook  street, 

electric  light  :  F.  Maurice  et  a/s.,  petition  a  712 

Coon,  J.  H.,  &  Co. 

petition  to  occupy  land  corner  Causeway  and  Merrimac  sts.,  for  building 
purposes  a  75-granted  a  1 14 

Cooper,  J.  G. 

cellar,  Providence  St.,  petition  a  S23~granted  a  9S6 

Cooper  street. 

grading  :  ordered  a  747 

sewer  :  petition  a475-order  for  hearing  a  499-hearing  a  534 

Co-operative  Barge  Co. 

petition  to  run  barges  a  1S5 

Copeland,  G.  W.,  et  ah. 

lamp,  Fountain  pi.,  petition  a  402 

Copeland,  Isaac  C. 

stable,  Arcadia  St.,  petition  a  269-granted  a  313 

Copeland  street. 

sidewalk  :  petition  a  74-granted  a  479 
Copithorne,  Luke,  et  ah. 

lamps,  Stone  St.,  petition  a  797 

Copley  square. 

poles  :  Brush  Electric  Light  Co.,  petition  a  402-granted  543 

Coppee,  J.  J.,  et  ah. 

petition  to  light  Highland  ave,  Nep.  a  1S5. 

Coppinger,  Bridget. 

petition,  abatement  sewer  assessment,  Longwood  ave.  a  932-refused  a  9S6 

Corbett,  Wm.  J. 

petition  to  be  paid  balance  tax-sale  estate,  Jenkins  st.  a  241 
Corcoran,  Patrick  T. 

appointed  measurer  of  grain  a  212-confirmed  a  242 

Cordingly,  Frank  B. 

stable,  Hyde-Park  ave.,  petition  a  726-granted  a  737 

Cordis  street. 

tree  :  order  to  trim  tree  in  front  of  estate  of  Alfred  V.  Lincoln   passed 
a  543 

Cordner,  Caroline  H. 

petition  to  be  allowed  to  project  a  step  on  Allston  St.,  and  for  the  restora- 
tion of  a  small  triangular  strip  of  land  to  said  estate,  refused  a  1S7  c  193 

Corey  street,  West  Roxbury. 

tree  :  John  A.    Whittemore  et  ah.,  petition  to  remove  dead  tree  a  311; 
J .  A.  W  hittemore  et  als.,  petition  to  change  trees  a  373 


Corinth  street 
edgestones  and  sidewalk  :  granted  a  693 

Corliss,  Patrick,  et  ah. 

lamps,  Brook  St.,  petition  a  9S3 

Cornhill. 

liyatt  lights  :  L.  V.  Niles,  petition  a  475-grnnted  a  499 
steam-engine  :  J.  Wall,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  1016-hearing 
a  ioSo-g  ranted  a  1094 

Cornwall  street. 

lamps  :  Mrs.  Kelley  et  ah.,  petition  a  920 

sewer:  Eugene  F.  Margot,  assessment  abated  a  479;  Etna  Rubber 
Mills,  petition,  abatement  assessment  a  724-refused  a  1063 

Correction  of  Records.      (See  Proceedings.) 
Costello,  William. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Cottage  street. 

huilding  :  St.  Ann's  Episcopal  Church,  petition  to  erect  a  931 -gran ted 

a  9S6  c  996;  John  J.  Ahern,  petition  to  move  a  045-granted  a  9S7 
coal-holes  :  A.  T.  Geyer,  permit  rescinded  a  S97 
edgestones  :  petition  a  4S3 

edgestones  and  sidewalk.  :  petition  a  712-granted  a  S46 
sidewalk  :  granted  a  617 
tree  :  George  H.  Hobson,  petition  to  remove  a  712 

Cotter,  James. 

-   appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Cottrell,  M.  F. 

steam-engine,  No.  Market  St.,  petition  a  4S3-granted  a  5S8 

Coughlan,  Mary  E. 

sewer  assessment,  Harvard  et  a/,  sts.,  D.,  abated  a  1064 

Coughlin,  F.  G.,  et  ah. 

petition  that  Autumn  St.,  W.R..,  be  graded  and  put  in  good  order  a  51 

Council,  City.     (See  City  Council.) 
Council,  Common.      (See  Common  Council.) 
County  Accounts. 

comanittee  :  appointed  a  57 

county  paymaster:  order  that  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  city 
treasurer,  until  otherwise  ordered,  a  certain  amount  for  payment  of  sal- 
ary of,  etc.,  discussed,  passed  a  252 

indexing  :  Index  Commissioners,  petition,  appropriation  a  1016-granted 
a  1034,  1035. 

offices  of  S  upreme  Court :  order  to  pay  Mrs.  Annie  McCarthy,  widow 
of  Daniel  McCarthy,  salary,  including  Dec,  passed  a  2S0 

County  Buildings. 

committee  :  appointed  a  57 

County   Commissioners,  Powers  of  Aldermen  as.     (See 

Aldermen.) 
County  Jail.     (See  Courts.) 
Courtney,  Wm.  S. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Courts. 

clerk-hire  :  requisition  of  amount  for  referred  to  committee  on 
county  accounts  a  23-report,  accepted  and  ordered,  paid  a  113;  ap- 
proved and  ordered,  paid  a  113,  214,  316,  340,  461,  479,  566,  669,  693,  72b, 
727>  737'  745.  763>  S03,  826,  923,  992,  1009,  106S,  1094 

county  jail  :  a  petition  for  changes  in  salaries  of  officers  a  74-reportand 
order  to  amend  chapter  2  of  the  standing  regulations,  referred  to  com- 
mittee on  standing  regulations  of  the  board  a  113-report,  accepted,  dis- 
cussed, passed  a  314 

inspectors  of  prisons  and  houses  of  detention:  annual  re- 
port (CD.  120)  a  720;  (CD.  173)  semi-annual  report  a  1095 

new  court-house  :  order  to  appoint  committee,  discussed,  passed  c  11 
a  75-appointed  c  66  a  75  c  155  ;  topics  in  mayor's  address,  referred  c  101 
a  106;  report  t>f  the  progress  of  the  work  a  141  c  147;  communication 
from  commissioners  relative  to  the  issue  of  bonds  for  erection  of,  re- 
ferred to  finance  a  310-report,  with  order  for  treasurer  to  borrow,  etc., 
accepted,  passed  a  342-accepted  c  361-passed  c  3S2.;  communication  from 
city  treasurer  relating  to,  referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  467-report, 
with  order  to  borrow,  accepted,  passed  a  490-discussed  c  50S,  509-passed 
c  509;  report  from  finance,  with  order  to  borrow,  etc.,  accepted,  passed 
0568  a  5S3;  Geo.  A.  Clough,  petition  to  occupy  guy-posts,  discussed  a 
712,  713-granted  a  713;  report  of  commissioners  of  progress  of  work 
a  923  c  95S;  order  to  report  whether  any  material  used  in  construction  is 
imported,  etc.,  discussed  a  992,  993-passed  a  993-report  laid  on  table 
a  loiS-placed  on  file  a  1036 
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Courts,  co?itiuued. 

Superior  Civil  Court  :  D.  Bullard,  petition,  for  increase  of  salary  as 
clerk  a  161-refused  a  852  ;  request  of  J.  A.  Willard,  for  an  appropriation 
for  new  indices  a  1S5  ;  report  and  order,  accepted,  passed  a  340;  Geo. 
H.  Innis  appointed  constable  a  oSj-connrmed  a  9^9;  petition, additional 
appropriation  for  clerical  assistance  a  707-granted  a  S52 

Superior  Civil  Court :  request  for  an  additional  allowance  for  clerk- 
hire  a  776-granted  a  S52 

old  court  records  :  communication  from  mayor  transmitting  commu- 
nication from  David  Pulsifer,  presenting  to  the  city  a  volume  of  court 
records  from  1764-176S,  also  communication  from  clerk  Superior  Ju- 
dicial Court  requesting  custody  of  same  a  740.  741  c  770;  resolve  of 
thanks  and  order  to  deliver  to  the  clerk  the  volume,  etc.,  passed  a  741 
c  770 

Courts,  Municipal.     (See  Courts.) 
Court  street. 

fruit-stand  :   Wm.  F.  Bachler,  petition  a  401-refused   a  461  ;  Wm.  F. 

Bachler,  petition  a  613-granted  a  643 
steam-eiigiue  :  Oriental  Tea  Co.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  34S- 

hearing  a  45S-granted  a  499 

Covered  Channel,  Muddy  River.     (See  Parks.) 
Cowdrey,  John. 

personal  injuries  by  insane  person,  referred  to  directors  of  public  institu- 
tions a  S52  c  S60 

Co-whig,  Cornelius. 

appointed  measurer  of  grain  a  212-connrmed  a  242 

Cowhig,  Richard. 

appointed  measurer  of  grain  a  212-confirmed  a  242 

Cox,  Ellen. 

petition,  abatement  sewer  assessment,  Bennington  st.  a  4S3 

Cox,  S.  M  ,  et  ah. 

petition,  removal  pole,  Columbus  sq.  a  10S9 

Coyle,  Patrick,  Councilman,  "Ward  4. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed  :  committee  on  bridges,  city  treasurerer's  department,  lamps 

c  65,  66 ;  fourth  of  July  c  325 
remarks  :  sewer  appropriation  c  960 

Craig,  Catherine. 

sidewalks,  Havre  St.,  petition  a  9S3-granted  a  9S7 

Cram,  D.  H.,  &  Co. 

petition  to  erect  temporary  posts  in  Ashburton  place  and  Somerset  si., 
granted  a  16S 

Cramer,  Max. 

petition,  druggist's   mortar,  Tremont  st.  a  536-granted  a  5S8 

Craven,  P. 

stable,  Chestnut  ave.,  \V.  H.,  petition  a93i-granted  a  991 

Crawford,  Thomas  A. 

bond  as  constable,  approved  aoS9 

Crawford  street. 


edgestones  :  petition  a  587-granlcd  .1  617  ;  report  of  cost  a  947 
edgestones  and  sidewalk  :     petition   a  475-gramed    a  499-petition 

a  562-granled  a  672 
lamps  :  C.  Mann  et  als.,  petition  a  712 
sidewalks  :  petition  a  260 
stable:   Mary   S.    Philbnck,   petition   a  347-granted   a  373;  Henry  C. 

Curtis,  petition  a  725-granted  a  737 
Steam-engine:  T.  E.  Wilbur,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934 

Creber,  Mrs.  Carrie  L. 

edgestones    and    sidewalk,  Blue    Hill  ave.,   petition   a   536-granted  a  566, 
edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Rand  St.,  petition  a  725-granted  a  846 

Creighton  street. 

sewer  :  petition  a  74,  735 

Crescent  avenue,  Charlestown. 

buildings  :  F.  Whitcomb,  petition  to  build  a  iSj-granted  c  235  a  242 
stable  :  F.  Whitcomb,  petition  a  185-granted  a  216 

Crilley,  Margaret. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Morris  st.  a  311-granted  a  350 
Crimmin,  Regina. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Ferrin  St.  a  tooS-refused  a  1063 
Crocker,  George. 

personal  injuries,  Washington  St.,  petition  a  348 


Cronan,  John  F.,  et  ah. 

petition    to  pave  sidewalk  and  put  in  order,  Wigglesworth  st.  a  S71 

Crone,  Wm.   H. 

personal  injuries,  and  also  injuries  to  horse  and  sleigh,  Charles-river  ave., 
petition  a  476-report,  no  action  necessary  a  672  c  67S 

Cronin,  Dennis. 

crossing,  Spring  St.,  petition  a  754 

Cronin,  Michael. 

petition,  damages  to  estate,  South  St.,  by  sewer,  refused  a  1S7  c  193 

Crooker,  Rosanna. 

pelition,  compensation  personal  injuries,  East  Third  St.  a  74-refused  3251 
c  256 

Crorken,  Bernard. 

appointed  measurer  of  grain  a  212-confirmed  a  242 

Crosby,  Bernard. 

appointed  field-driver  and  pound-keeper  a  45S-confirmed  a  477 

Crosby,  F.  J. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Crosby,  Frederick  J. 

stable,  Palmer  St.,  petition  a  735-granted  a  746 

Crosby,  Patrick. 

lamps,  Stony  brook  St.,  petition  a  100S 

Crosby  Steam  Gage  &  Valve  Co. 

lamps,  Roland  St.,  petition  a  S70 

Crowley,  Daniel. 

petition,  personal  injuries  to  daughter  on  ferry-boat  a  348-refused  a  47S 
c5°7 

Crowley,  Dennis. 

petition,    personal    injuries    on    ferry-boat  a   135;    petition  a  S92-refused 
a  1035  c  104S 

Cuddihy,  Thomas. 

bay  window,  C  St.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  652;  hearing  a  71 1— 

granted  a  719 
coal  hole,  C  St.,  petition  a  754-granted  a  77S 

Cuiflin,  Arthur  E. 

sewer  assessment,  Lincoln  St.,  B.,  abated  a  932 

Culihane,  Alice  M. 

personal  injuries  by  lire  engine,  petition  a  775-referred  to  fire  commissioner 
a  93  2  c  960 


Culley,  John  J. 

sidewalk,  Sumner  St.,  petition  a  634 

Cullis,  Edwin  J.,   et  ah. 
petition,  sewer,  Ludlow  St.,  a  483 

Culvert  street. 

steam-engine  :  Tremont  Foundry  &  Machine  Co.,  granted  a  951 

Cumberland  street. 
edgestones  and  sidewalk  :  petition  a  401-granted  a  462 

Cummings,  Michael. 

order  to  abate  sewer  assessment,  Tremont  St.,  passed  a  462 

Cummings,  Thomas  H. 

stable,  Metropolitan  ave.,  petition  a  459-granted  a  479 

Cunniff,  M.  M. 

use  of  Faneuil  hall,  granted  a  932 

Cunningham,  C.  H.  H. 

sewer,  Howard  and  Wayland  sts.,  petition  a  1S5 

Cunningham,  Catherine  H. 

petition,  extension  sewer,  Sargent  St.,  D.  a  5S6 

Cunningham,  M.,  et  ah. 

preamble  and  order  for  hearing  on  order  to  take  land  for  sewer  purposes 
in  Dorchesler,  passed  a  720-hraiing  a  724;  resolve  and  order  passed  a  737 

Cunningham,  Mary  A.,  ct  ah. 

lamps,  Broad-st.  ave.,  W.K.,  petition  a  S91 
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Cunningham,  Patrick. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Valentine  St.,  granted  a  802 

Cunningham,  Sewall  W. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  26S-connrmed  a  313;  plank-walk,  Florence  St., 
W.R.,  petition  a  34S 

Currier,  J.  M. 

sidewalk,  Purchase  St.,  petition  a  33S-granted  a  672 

Currier,  S.  C,  &   Co. 

damages  to  horse,  Congress  St.,  petition  a  742-refused  c  821  a  824 

Currier,  S.  Q    &  J.  M. 

sidewalk,  Purchase  St.,  petition  a  241 ;  petition  to  relay  pavement,  Belcher's 
lane  a  691 

Curtin,  Cornelius. 

personal  injuries,  Harrison  ave.,  petition  a  9S3 

Curtin,  John. 

appointed  director  of  East  Boston  ferries  a  21-confirmed  a  53 

Curtis,  Adoniram. 

petition  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  in  city  proper  a  241-granted  8372 

Curtis,  Charles  F. 

petition,  compensation  for  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs  a  240-granted  a340 
petition  to  grade  Florence  st.  a  743 

Curtis,  George. 

report  of  finance,  with  order  to  pay  damages  on  account  of  abating  Rox- 

bury  canal  nuisance,  passed  a  565  c  574 
stable,  Dorr  St.,  petition  a  726-granted  a  737 
petition,  removal  tree,  Dorr  St.  a  775 

Curtis,  George  H. 

sidewalk,  Howard  ave.,  petition  a  725-granted  a  747 

Curtis,  George  S. 

petition  to  put  Paul  Gore  St.  in  condition  a  735 
petition  to  extend  sewer,  Paul  Gore  St.  a  744 

Curtis,  George,    &  S.  A.  Bolster. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Shirley  St.,  discussed  a  269,  270; 
petition  to  remove  tree,  Wyman  st.  a  26S-granted  a  275 


D  street. 

paving:  order  that  superintendent  of  streets  be  lequested  to  include  in 
estimates  sum  sufficient  to  pave  with  granite  blocks,  referred  to  commit- 
tee on  appropriations  c  So-ordered  a  673;  referred  to  committee  on  pav- 
ing a  749 

sidewalk  :  granted  a  S02 

Dacey,  Timothy  J. 

elected  president  of  trustees  of  City  Hospital  a  460  c  467 

order  that  committee  be  appointed" to  attend  funeral,  passed  c  1032 

Dacy,  Chas.  N. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Dakin,  John  L. 

stable,  Amory  St.,  petition  a  734-granted  a  746 

Dale  street. 

claims  :  Henry  J.  Bartlett,  petition  to  pay  balance  tax-sale  of  estate  to 

Augustus  Wilkins  a  561-refused  a  636  c  656 
sidewalks  :  petition  a  372-granted  a  4oS-petition  a  661-granted  a  693 
tree  :  Mrs.  A.  M.  Putnam,  petition  to  trim  a  310;  John  Spanlding,  peti- 
tion to  trim  a  797;  R.  H.  Kemp,  petition  to  piant  a  S70-granted  a  950 

Dale  street,  "West  Roxbury. 

stable  :  Joseph  Modlich,  petition  a  tooS-granted  a  101S 

Daley,  James  R. 

steam-engine,  Kensington  St.,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934 

Daley,  Thomas. 

personal  injuries,  Tremont  St.,  refused  a  341  c  355 

Daly,  Edward,  et  ah. 

petition,  plank-walk,  Washington  St.,  W.R.  3241,311;  petition,  lamps 
Washington  St.,  W.R.  a  241,  311 

Daly,  Hubert. 

petition  to  excavate  sidewalk,  Lyman  St.  a  536-granted  a  567 

Daly,  Richard  J. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Damages.     (See  Claims.) 
Dame,  Warren  S.,  et  ah. 

petition  to  water  North  Beacon  St.  a  4S3 

Damon,  G.  F. 


Curtis,  Geo.  S.,  &  John  G.  Cabe. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Paul  Gore  St.  a  1033 

Curtis,  Henry  C. 

stable,  Crawford  St.,  petition  a  725-granted  a  737 

Curtis,  John. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Third  St.,  petition  a  824-granted  a  846 
Curtis,  M.,  et  ah. 
lamps,  Marmion  St.,  petition  a  842 

Curtis,  M.  P.,  et  ah. 

sidewalks,  Mt.  Pleasant  ave.,  petition  a  269-granted  a  640 
Curtis,  W.  D.  C  ,  et  ah. 

lamp,  Highland  ave.,  Neponset,  petition  a  45s 

Cushman  School.     (See  Schools.) 
Cushing,  Benj.,  et  ah. 

conveyance  of  strip  of  land,  Purchase  St.,  petition  a  1016 

Cushing,  Henrietta,  et  ah. 

lamps,  Lake  st.,  petition  a  100S 
Cushing,   Nathan. 

order  to  pay  land  damages,  Benedict  St.,  passed  a  1019 

Cushing,  Wm.    L.,  Heirs. 

order  to  release  all  rights,  titles,  etc.,  estate  Purchase  St.,  passed  a  1066 
c  10S0  r 

Custer  street. 

edgestones  :  granted  a  72S 
Cutting,  C.  U. 

steam-engine,  Boylston  St.,  petition  a  946-granted  a  9SS 
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stable,  Pope  St.,  petition  a  725-granted  a  737 

report,  no  action  necessary  on  petition  to  build,  Border  St.  a  S27  c  ! 


Dana,  Otis  D. 

edgestones,  East  Fifth  St.,  petition  a  269-granted  a  617;  sidewalk,  Fifth 
St.,  petition  a  614-granted  a  640 

Dana  street,  Roxbury. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk  :  granted  a  738 

D'Arcy,  Charles  E. 

petition  to  peddle  in  front  of  Court-house  a  797-refused  a  897 

D'Arcy,  J. 

petition  to  project  lettered  lantern,  Causeway  st.  a  945-granted  a  1018 

D'Arcy,  John  S. 

order  to  pay  land  damages,  laying  out  Norton  St.,  passed  a  463 

D'Arcy,  M.  F. 

petition,  license  to  sprinkle  streets  in  East  Boston  a  269-granted  a  373; 
petition  that  several  streets  in  East  Boston  be  laid  out  and  graded  340"]- 
report  referred  to  street  commissioners  a  542  c  552 

Darling,  Erdix  S. 

appointed  assistant  harbor-master  a  73-confirmed  am 

Darling,  Hinds  R. 

constable,  confirmed  a  874 

Darling  street,  Dorchester. 

lamps  :  S.  J.  Capen  et  ah.,  petition  a  9SS 

Darrow,  George  B. 

sidewalk,  Sargent  St.,  petition  a  614-granted  a  640 

Dartmouth  street. 

electric  liglit :  Wm.  English,  petition  3945 

flag-stone  crossing:  George  H.  Tinkham,  trustee,  petition  a  34S 

lamp  :  James  M.  Gray,  petition  a  S42 
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Dartmouth  street,  continued. 

sewer  :  trustees  of  Museum   of  Fine  Arts,  petition,  abatement,  assess- 
ment a  459-granted  a  564;  cost  of  construction  a  726,  736 
steam-engines  :  A.  Mansfield,  petition  a  214-granted  a  273 

Dartmouth-st.  Bridge. 

order  to  place  electric  light,  referred  to  committee  on  lamps  c  256 

Davenport,  Charles  L. 

stable,  Medford  St.,  petition  a  269-refused  a  342 

Davenport,  John  P.,  et  ah. 

petition  and  order  for  hearing,  sewer,  Holton  St.,  B.  a  744 

Davern,  James  F.,  Councilman,  Ward.  20. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed  :  committee    on    city  collector's  department,   health,   public 
parks,  paving  c  65 

Davern,  W.  T. 

petition,  compensation  for  loss  of  horse  aS92-refused  a  1035  c  104S 

Davidson,  John  B.,  et  ah. 

sidewalk,  Hadley  St.,  petition  a  797-granted  a  933 

Davies,  E.  H. 

sewer  assessment,  Holborn  St.,  abated  a  763 

notice  of  application  for  jury  on  sewer  assessment  a  931 

petition,  abatement  sewer  assessment,  Gaston  st.  a  945-refused  a  1095 

Davis,  Alfred  G. 

stable,  Newport  St.,  petition  a  S70-granted  a  S95 

Davis,  Anna. 

sidewalk,  Sargent  St.,  petition  a  712-granted  a  727 

Davis,  Charles. 

edgestones,  Thorndike  St.,  petition  a  562 

Davis,  Charles  E. 

edgestones,  Hillside  St.,  petition  a  931 

Davis,  Charles  E.,  Jr. 

elected  clerk  of  Board  of  Health  c  467  a  476 

Davis,  Charles  R. 

appointed  inspector  of  hay  and  straw  a  212-confirmed  a  242 

Davis,  Edward  H. 

report  on  petition  of  last  year  to  be  compensated  for  damages  to  estate  by 
construction  of  sewer,  Holborn  St.,  no  action  necessary  a  130  c  147 

Davis,  J.  A. 

petition  to  trim  tree,  Fourth  st.  a  34S 

Davis,  J.  Alba,  ct  ah. 

petition,  sewer.  Forest  Hills  and  Robeson  sts.  a  634 

Davis,  James  C,  Trustee. 

sidewalk,  Seventh  st.,  petition  a  735 

Davis,  John  M. 


appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark   a  212-confirmed  a   242 
inspector  of  hay  and  straw  a  2(>S-confinncd  a  312 


appointed 


Davis,  Maria  H. 

sewer  assessment,  Rockview  st.  abated  a  727 

Davis,  Sarah  S. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Marlboro'  St.,  petition  a  79S-granted  a  S76 

Davis,  Thomas  W. 

appointed  city  surveyor  a  21-connrmed  a  54 

Davis,  Wm.  F. 

appointed  water  registrar  a  21-confinned  a  54 
Davis,  Wm.  H.,  et  al. 

lamps,  Evans  St.,  petition  a  9S3 

Dawes,  Maria  H. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Rockview  st.  a  634 

Day,  Leonard. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Third  St.,  petition  a  160-grantcd  a  543 

Day,  Wm.  C. 

petition,  personal  injuries,  Green  St.  a  74-refused  a  341  c  35^ 


Day  street. 

edgestones  :  order  to  abate  assessment  of  Perkins  Institution  for  the 
Blind,  passed  a  420;  Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind,  petition,  abate, 
ment  assessment  a  459 

sewer  :  Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind,  petition,  abatement  assess- 
ment a  459-refused,  discussed  a  564,  565-laid  on  table  a  565-assessment 
abated  a  1094-order  for  hearing  a  727-hearing  a  734 

Dean,  B.  W. 

petition  to  erect  building  W.  First  St.  a  iooS-granted  c  10S5  a  1092 

Dean,  Benjamin. 

appointed  park  commissioner  for  three  years  a  2i~confirmed  a  53 

Dean,  John. 

petition  to  be  paid  balance  tax-sale  of  estate,  Wason  place,  refused  a  113 

c  11S 
order  to  pay  balance  tax-sale  of  estate,  Wason  place,  passed  a  1 14  c  119 
lamp,  Wason  place,  petition  a  753 

Dean,  John  Ward. 

communication  relative  to  the  desecration  of  tombs  in  the  burial-ground, 
cor.  Eustis  and  Washington  sts.,  referred  to  board  of  health  a  740 

Dearborn,  C.  E.,  et  ah. 

trestle  bridge  over  tracks  of  the  Boston  &  Albany  R.R.  at  Allston,  peti- 
tion a  9S3 

Dearborn  School.     (See  Schools.) 
Dearborn  street. 

coal-Holes  :  Wm.  E.  Whicher,  granted  a  S27 

sidewalk  :  petition  a  743-granted  a  762 

tree  :  Francis  Bellamy  et  ah.,  petition,  removal  a  775 

Deaths.      (Sec  Registrar's  Department.) 

Debt,  City.      (See  Finance;   Treasury  Department.) 

Decatur,  Thomas,  ct  als. 

crossing,  Green  St.,  W.R.,  petition  a  5S6 

Decatur  street,  East  Boston. 

sewer:  ordered  a  113;  petition  to  continue  a  932 

December  Pay-rolls.     (See  Employees.) 

Decisions  on  Points  of  Order.     (See  Parliamentary  Laws.) 

Dee,  Ellen  T. 

petition  to  refund  liquor  license  a  74-refused  a  13S  c  14S;  petition,  abate- 
ment, sewer  assessment,  Lincoln  St.,  B.  a  475-granted  a  564;  petition, 
abatement  sewer  assessment,  Lincoln  St.,  B.  a  S91 

Dee,  James. 

abatement  assessment,  Western  ave.,  granted  a  1063 

Deer  Island. 

claims  :  F.  Hosea,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  185 

Deering,  Martha  A. 

sidewalk,  Cherry  St.,  petition  a  725 

Degnan,  John. 

petition,  partial  abatement  sewer  assessment,  Lincoln  st.  a  iooS-rcfused 
a  1063 

Delea,  Margaret. 

report  on  unfinished  business  of  last,  year  for  an  award  of  damages  on 
account  of  death  of  son,  killed  while  in  employ  of  city,  with  order  to  pay, 
accepted,  passed  a  1S7,  iSS  c  196-velo  of  mayor,  discussed,  passed  not- 
withstanding veto  a  239-discussed,  passed  c  306 

De  Long,  Edwin  R.,  ct  ah. 

lamps,  Wells  ave.,  petition  a  775 

Dempsey,  Patrick. 

order  to  pay  land  damages  laying  out  Sackville  St.,  passed  a  463 

Denney,  Thomas  J.,  Ex  Councilman. 

order  to  appoint  committee  to  attend  funeral  and  present  floral  tribute,  etc., 
discussed,  passed,  committee  appointed  c  325 

Dennis  street. 

edirestones  and  sidewalk  :  E.  liuttiick,  assessment  abated  a  190 
poles  :    I'  ire  department,  granted  a  673 
sidewalk  :  petition  a  562,  Sgi-granted  a  929 

Dennison,  Henry  B. 

stable,  Townsend  St.,  petition  a  371-granted  a  410 

(36) 


DENVER 


DOANE    STREET 


Denver,  Patrick. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Denvir,  Margaret. 

petition,  abatement  of  portion  of  sewer  assessment,  Lincoln  St.,  B.  a  459- 
refused  a  932 

Departments.     (See  under  names  of  departments.) 
Departments,  Heads  of.     (See  Officers,  C i tjr. ) 
Department  Street  Cleaning.     (See  Street  Cleaning.) 
Derne  street. 

claims  :  H.  Stuart,  petition,  personal  injuries  a  1016 
lamp  ill  passage- ivay  :  Jacob  Fottler,  petition  a  613 

Descalzo  &  Go. 

steam-engine,  Haviland  St.,  petition  a  946-granted  a  9S6 

Desecration  of  Tombs.     (See  Health.) 
Deshon,  James. 

offering  to  surrender  alleged  invalid  tax-deeds  of  estates  on  Columbia  St. 
and  Hamilton  ave.  a  455-refused  a  637  c  656 

petition  to  be  refunded  amount  and  interest  for  tax-title  of  an  estate,  Har- 
vard St..  D.  a  3  jS-refused  a  637  c  656 

offeYing  to  surrender  deed  of  estate,  East  Canton  St.  a  691-report,  with  or- 
der, accepted,  passed  c  710  a  718 

Desmond,  Cornelius  F  ,  Councilman,  Ward  12. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed  :  committee  on  city  clerk's  department,  parks,  public  lands, 

monitor  third  division  c  65,  66;  fourth  of  July  c  325 
remarks:    McCormick's  estate  c  203;    funeral  ex-councilman    Denney 

c  325;  Heath  St.  gravel  bank  c  507 

Detention,  Houses  of.     (See  Courts.) 
Devens  street. 

claims  :  Sarah  Pascal,  petition,  personal  injuries  c  147-refused  a  350  c  355 
lamps  :  G.  N.  Fisher  et  als.,  petition  a  45S 

Devine,  Augustus. 

petition,  license  to  water  certain  streets  in  Charlestown  a  241-granted  a  372 

Devine,  James  V. 

sidewalks,  Broadway  and  Emerson  St.,  petition  a  458-granted  a  343  ;  edge- 
stones  and  sidewalk,  East  Third  St.,  granted  a  Soo;  sidewalk,  Eighth 
St.,  granted  a  S76 

Devlin,  Roger. 

sidewalk,  Brooks  St.,  petition  a  45$-granted  a 479 

Devney,  P.  F. 

injuries  to  cab,  Cabot  St.,  R.,  petition  a  160-refused  a  47S  c  507 

Devonshire  street. 

paving  :  Boston  Globe  et  als.,  petition  to  lay  noiseless  pavement  a  402  ; 

order  to   pave  with  granite  blocks,  discussed  a  544,  545-laid  on  table 

a  545-indefinitely  postponed  a  597 
steam-engines:  A.   Wilkinson  &  Co.,  petition    a  161-granted   a  1S8; 

Carter,  Rice,  &Co.,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934 

Dewey,  Henry  S.,  Councilman,  'Ward  21. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed  :  committee  on  rules  and  orders  of  city  council  c  6;  commit- 
tee on  improved  sewerage  c  19;  schools  and  school-houses,  water,  joint 
rules  and  orders,  improved  sewerage,  new  Cambridge  bridge  c  66 

remarks  :  house  for  engine  No.  6  c  12;  representation  from  Wards  22  and 
25  c  91  ;  claim  of  Hannah  Abbott  c  119;  investigation  of  board  of  police 
c  121-127;  lunch  c  130;  park  loan  c  132;  transfers  of  sinking.  Kinds  c  170, 
I7Ii  :73)  employment  of  police  during  strike  c  1S0-1S2;  salaries  of  as- 
sistant inspectors  c  19S;  appropriation  bill  C452;  Roxbury  high-school 
site  c  471;  printing  contract  c  630;  supplementary  appropriation  bill 
C67S-6S0;  suspension  of  the  rules  C699;  Martin  claim  0706-708;  colonial 
laws  c  S30;  police  matron  c  S57;  police  salaries  c  S65 ;  holiday,  state  and 
municipal  elections  c  913,916,  917  ;  rea ppnrt ion m en t  of  councilmen  c  942; 
number  of  councilmen  c  1003;  election  laws  c  1074 

DeWolfe,  Fiske,  &  Co. 

steam-engine,  Washington  St.,  granted  a  985 

Dexter,  F.  Gordon,  ct  al. 

petition  to  change  grade,  Boylston  St.  a  661 

Dickerman,  Benj.,  et  ah. 

land  damages,  Newton  Highlands,  refused  a  1065  c  1072 

Dickinson,  F.  W. 

appointed  measurer  of  grain  a  212-confirmed  a  242;  appointed  inspector  of 
hay  and  straw  a  212-confirmed  a  242;  appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  26S- 
confirmed  a  313 


Dickinson,  M.  F.,  Jr. 

edgestones  and  gutters,  Wait  St.,  petition  a  754 

Dietz,  Wm. 

stable,  Dorset  St.,  petition  a  74-granted  a  112 

Digan,  Mary. 

sidewalk,  Everett  St.,  petition  a  536-granted  a  566 

Digest  of  Building  Laws.     (See  Printing.) 

Digging     up     Streets    for    Underground    Wires.       (See 
Streets.) 

Dill,  Charles  H. 

steam-engine,  Eliot  St.,  petition  a  535-granted  a  566;  coal-holes,  Eliot  St., 
petition  a  824-granted  a  S46 ;  petition,  removal  signal-box,  Eliot  st.  aS42; 
coal-hole,  Eliot  St.,  petition  a  yS'S-granted  a  1010 

Dillaway,  Lucy  F. 

coal-hole,  West  Fourth  St.,  petition  a  269-granted  a  314 

Dillaway  School.     (See  Schools.) 
Dillon  street. 

renumbering  :  ordered  a  929 

Dimock  street. 

claims:  Andrew  H.  Murphy,  petition,  damages  to  property  a  753-re- 
fused  c  S21  a  S24;  Mrs.  Andrew  H.  Murphv,  injuries  to  personal 
property,  petition  a  823 ;  Geo.  T.  Angel!,  petition,  injuries  to  estate 
a  S23~referred  to  committee  on  paving  a  S77  c  SS4-granted  a  929 

Dinneen,  Ellen  F. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assesment,  Ferrin  St.  a  725 

Dinneen,  Thomas. 

sewer  assessment,  Ferrin  St.,  abated  a  736 


Dinsmore,  Leroy  W. 

sidewalk,  Centre  ave.,  D.,  petition  a  754 

Dinsmore,  Thos.  P. 


uppc 


ited  weigher  of  coal  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 


Discharge  of  Mortgages.     (See  Law  Department. ) 
Distinguished  Visitors. 

civilities  :  order  that  his  honor  the  mayor  be  authorized  to  extend  in 
behalf  of  the  city  such  civilities  as  he  may  deem  proper  to  distinguished 
persons  visiting  the  city  during  the  present  year,  discussed,  passed 
c  12,  13  a  75 

Queen  liapiolani  :  order  that  his  honor  the  mayor  extend  hospitalities 
of  the  city  to  Queen  Kapiolani  of  the  Sandwich  Islands  and  suite,  etc., 
passed  c  2S7  a  312;  communication  from  mayor  transmitting  commu- 
nication from  Hawaiian  minister  expressing  thanks  for  reception  ten- 
dered  the  royal  party  while  in  Boston  c  571  a  5S7 

City  Council  of  Philadelphia  :  order  to  appoint  committee  to  make 
arrangements  for  entertainment  of,  passed  a  546-discussed  c  549-551- 
passedc55i 

Earl  of  Aberdeen  and  wife  :  order  to  extend  hospitalities  of  the  city 
to,  discussed,  passed  a  720  c  723 

Editor  O'Brien  :  order  to  extend  hospitalities  of  the  city  to  Hon.  Wm. 
O'Brien  during  his  stay  in  Boston,  discussed  c  552-557-passed  c  557- 
ruled  out  of  order,  new  order  offered,  passed  a  563-discussed  c  571-574- 
passed  c  574;  letter  of  thanks  for  courtesies  extended  a  5S4  c  59S 

Robert  1-J.  JLee  Camp  Confederate  Veterans  :  communication 
from  John  A.  Andrew  Post  15,  asking  that  city  entertain  above  camp, 
and  that  committee  be  appointed  to  entertain,  discussed,  referred  to 
finance  as62-report,  with  opinion  of  corporation  counsel,  accepted,  order 
in  new  draft,  passed  a  502-ordered  to  second  reading  c  59S-passed  c  685 

International  Viiimt  of  Bricklayers  :  order  to  extend  courtesies 
of  city  to  during  convention,  discussed,  passed  c  1070  a  1093 

Liwvreucc  City  Government:  order  for  use  of  Faneuil  hall,  passed 
aS29 

Master  Workman  Powderly  :  order  for  the  mayor  to  extend  hos- 
pitalities of  the  citv  to  Terence  V.  Powderly  on  his  visit  to  Boston,  dis- 
cussed c  574-577-passed  c  577  a  5S8 

Districting  of  Wards.     (See  Wards.) 

Ditson,   O.,  et  als. 

petition  to  put  Geneva  ave.  in  order  a  214 

Ditson,  Oliver. 

petition  to  remove  tree,  East  Brookline  St.  a  402 

Doane  street. 

coal-hole  :  J.  N.  Fiske,  petition  a  776-granted  a  S46 

cxcayalion   and  steam-main  :  j.  N.  Fiske,  petition   a  776-ordcr  for 

hearing  a  797-hearing  a  S6S-grantecf  a  925 
sewer:  hei  s  of  Samuel  May,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  920-n.. 

fused  a  ic6t 
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EOBSON 


D ORGAN 


Dobson,  Geo.  C,  et  ah. 

electric  light,  Shawmut  ave.,  petition  a  724 

Documents,  City. 

order  to  cause  usual  number  of  the  city  documents  and  the  reports  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  City  Council  to  he  bound  and  distributed  in  custom- 
ary manner,  etc.,  passed  c  1070  a  ICQ3 

Documents,  Lost.     (See  City  Clerk,  Records  and  Papers.') 
Dodge,  Frederick  L. 

appointed  weigher  of  beef  a  212-confirmed  a  242 

Dodge,  Geo. 

order  to  pav  land  damages  by  relocation  of  Harvard  St.,  D.,  passed  a  S53 ; 
petition  to  remove  tree,  Harvard  St.,  D.  a  S7o-refused  a  9S9 

Dodge,  James  H. 

appointed  auditor  a  45S-connrmed  a  477 

Dodge,  John  D.,  et  als. 

petition,  lamps,  Shaw  and  La  Grange  sts.,  W.  R.  a  712,  101  5 
steam-engine,  La  Grange  St.,  W.  R.,  petition  a  S70-granted  a  934 

Doherty,  Annie. 

coal-hole,  West  Dedham  St.,  petition  a  725-granted  a  S02 

Doherty,  C.  F. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Doherty,  Eliza. 

petition,  personal  injuries,  Broadway  a  105-refused  a  462  c  467 

Doherty,  Henry. 

petition  to  be  compensated  for  coal  taken  during  overflow  of  Stony  brook, 
granted  a  217  c  225 

Doherty,  Thomas  F. 

appointed  a  member  of  the  Boston  water  board  a  21-confirmed  a  55 

Dolan,  Bridget  E. 

order  to  allow  and  pay  certain  sum  from  liquor-license  fee,  referred  to 
committee  on  claims  a  897-indefinitely  postponed  a  94S  c  95S 

Dolan,  Mrs.  Catherine. 

petition,  personal  injuries,  Commercial  st.  a  931  ;  petition,  personal  in- 
juries a  045 

Dolan,  Chas.  H.,  Councilman,  "Ward  20. 
qualified:  page  2 
appointed  :  committee  on  assessors'   department,  East  Boston   ferries 

c  64.65;  salaries  c  90;  centennial  anniversary  of  the  adoption  of  the 

constitution  c  677 
remarks  :  Vine-st,  Chapel  c  7S3 

Dolan,  James,  et  ah. 

petition,  extension  Williams  St.,  W.R.  a  5S7 

Dolan,  James  W. 
appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Dolan,  John  V. 
appointed  undertaker  a  33S-confirmcd  a  34S 

Dolan,  Michael. 

stable,  Washington  st.,  W.R.,  petition  a  33S-granted  a  350 

Dolan,  Michael  F. 

hay-window,  Centre  St.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  pSo-hcaring 
a  iooS-grantcd  a  1035 

Dolbeare,  Charles  H. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  East  Sixth  St.,  petition  a  87i-granted  a  929 

Dollman,  H.  R. 

petition  to  run  carriage,  granted  a  543 

Donaldson,  James. 

flag,  Washington  St.,  petition  a  775-gr.antcd  a  S02 

Donaldson,  Wm. 

sewer  assessment,  Rockland  St.,  abated  a  61S;  sidewalk,  Warren  st.,  peti- 
tion a  743-granted  a  846 

Donivan,  J. 

stable,  Kimball  St.,  petition  a  753-granted  a  77S 

Donnelle,  A.  J. 

license  to  exhibit  Battle  of  Gettysburg,  granted  a  S03 
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Donnelly,  W.  W. 

petition,  sewer,  Capen  St.,  D.  a  634 

Donovan,  Daniel,  et  als. 

lamp,  Washington  St.,  C,  petition  a  724 

Donovan,  John. 

order  to  allow  use  of  polling-place.  Cherry  St.,  passed  a  S29 

Donovan,  Patrick  John,  Alderman,  District  2. 

qualified:  page  I 

appointed  :  committee  on  joint  rules  a  23;  licenses  a  25;  standing  — 
Faneuil  hall  and  county  buildings,  licenses;  joint  —  appropriations, 
East  Boston  ferries,  finance,  public  buildings,  public  institutions  a  57; 
seventeenth  of  June  a  312 

elected:  chairman  of  board  a  2;  manager  of  Old  South  Association 
a  24,  25  c  27 

remarks  :  assuming  the  chair  a  2;  underground  wires  a  22;  city-coun- 
cil rules  a  22;  superintendent  of  bridges  a  54;  rules  and  orders  375; 
ward-room,  Ward  11  a  79;  Sunday  laws  a  106;  limit  of  taxation  and 
indebtedness  a  107;  Stony-brook  improvement  a  114;  land  damages 
a  252;  Sargent's  wharf  a  25;.  254,  319,  320,  379,  3S0;  Shirley-st.  sewer 
assessment  a  269,  270;  salaries  and  wages  to  be  paid  from  liquor 
licenses  a  316,  317;  jury-iist  a  319;  salaries  and  wages  of  employees 
a  321  ;  annual  estimates  a  416,  446-44S,  457  ;  question  of  privilege  a  422; 
board  of  public  works  a  464;  East  Boston  ferry-tolls  3484;  memorial 
day  a  405;  seventeenth  of  June  a  500;  paving  Central  St.  a  596;  new 
Cambridge  bridge  loan  a  616;  plank  covering  over  Stony  brook  a  623; 
Faneuil  hall  a  637,  675,  676;  new  Cambridge  bridge  a  666-66S;  official 
report  a  674,  675;  Cedar  Grove  cemetery  a  675  ;  dwelling-houses,  im- 
proved sewerage  a  717;  removal  of  electric-light  poles  a  749;  unpro- 
ductive city  property  a  752  ;  Faneuil  hall  a  Sol,  S02;  widening  Emerson 
st.  a  S4S;  land,  "N  St.  aSg3 ;  department  for  inspection  of  buildings  a  936; 
municipal  election  ballot-boxes  a  993  ;  ballots  municipal  election  a  101 1 ; 
flag',  Broadway  a  1016;  transfer  of  improved  sewerage  department 
a  1090-1092 

final  address  as  chairman  :  a  1096,  1097-request  to  furnish  copy  to 
be  printed  as  city  document  a  1097 

Donovan,  Patrick  J. 

bay-windows,  Sullivan  St.,  C,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  1033-hear- 
ing  a  1060-granted  a  1063 

Donovan,  "Wm. 

order  that  permission  be  granted  to  locate  stand  on  corner  Tremont  and 
Park  sts.,  discussed,  passed  a  253 

Doogue,  "Wm. 

appointed  superintendent  of  common  and  public  grounds  a  2r-assigned 
a  54-confirmed  a  76;  stable,  Northampton  St.,  petition  a  712-granted  a  727 

Doolin,  John. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Dooling,  James. 

steam-engine,  Washington  St.,  petition  a  930-granted  a  934 

Dooming  Board.     (See  Assessors.) 
Dorchester  avenue. 

bay-window :   Wm.   Jenkins,  petition    and  order  for  hearing  a  945- 

hearing  a  oSS-granted  a  101S 
building:  Wm.  R.  Oavanag-h,  petition  to  move  a  372-srranted  a  407 
claim  :  A.  H.  Glover,  petition,  grade  damages  a  735-reiused  a  9J6  c  995 
electric  light  :  Old  Colony  U.K.  Co.  et  als.,  petition  a  775 
lamp  :  Geo.  1 1.  Alexander  et  u/s.,  petition  a  9SS. 
land  damages  :  order  to  pay  H.  G.   Parker,  discussed,   passed  a  252, 

253 

sewer  :  petition  a  402;  F.  W.  G.  May,  damages  to  estate,  recommitted 

to  committee  on  sewers  a  992  c  995 
sidewalk  :   P.  V 'innegan,  petition  a  214-grantcd  a  S2S 
stable:    A.  B.  Caswell,  petition   a  371-grantcd  a  410;   F.  S.  Parsons, 

M.D.,  petition  a  920-granted  a  933;  Geo.  H.  Cavanagh,  petition  a  1033- 

gnmted  a  1060 
trees  :  David  Robinson,  petition  to  remove,  etc.  a  402  :  Benj.  E.  Whiting, 

petition,  removal   a  614;   granted  a  S46;   Henry  C.  Towle,  petition  to 

remove  and  trim  a  691 

Dorchester  avenue  and  Argyle  street. 

paving  or  macadamizing  :  petition  a  135 

Dorchester  Lower  Mills. 

!  f  in  v  I..  Pierce  et  als  ,  petition  that  proper  drainage  system  be  provided 
a  561 

Dorchester  School.     (See  Schools.) 
Dorchester  street. 

paving  :  petition  a  797;  order  to  pave  with  granite  blocks,  passed  a  1010 

Dorchester  and  Gates  street. 

trees  :  order  to  trim,  passed  a  622 

Dorgan,  John  J.,  et  als. 
petition  to  macadamize,  etc.,  Third  st.  a  614 


DORR   STREET 


DUNDON  EROS. 


Dorr  street. 

stable  :  Geo.  Curtis,  petition  a  726-granted  a  737 
tree  :  Geo.  Curtis,  petition,  removal  a  775 

Dorrance  street. 

poles  :  Charlestown  Gas  Co.,  petition  a  797-graiited  a  S02,  933 

Dorset  street. 

stables:  Wm.  Dietz,  petition  a  74-gTanted  a  112;  John  Morley,  petition 
a  3U-granted  a  342 

Douglas,  Alexander. 

appointed  measurer  of  grain  a  212-confirmed  a  242 

Douglass  street.  South  Boston. 

claims  :  Geo.  Martin,  petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  estate 
c  S79— granted  c  10S5  a  1090 

Dover  street. 

paving  :  I.  Rotbenberg  et  ats.t  petition  to  pave  with  granite  blocks  a  105 , 
petition  to  pave  with  granite  blocks  a  5S5-granted  a  673 

repaving:  order  that  the  superintendent  of  streets  include  in  estimates 
sum  sufficient  to  pave  with  granite  blocks,  referred  to  committee  on 
paving  a  16S,  169-report,  no  action  necessary  a  190 

Dover-street  Bridge. 

draw-tender :  petition,  increase  of  salary  a  iSs-refused  a  275  c  291 

Dow,  Alton  F. 

appointed  measurer  of  grain  a  212-confirmed  a  242 

Dowling,  Frank. 

petition  to  be  paid  for  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dog  a  S23~granted  a  S95 

Downer  street,  R. 

stable  :  T.  Fahey,  petition  a  105 -granted  a  137 

Downey,  John. 

sidewalk,  Prentiss  street,  petition  a  311-granted  a  617 

Downey,  Thomas,  Jr. 

appointed  overseer  of  poor  a  157-confirmed  a  1S6 

Downing,  Catherine  E. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Brighton  ave.  a  oSS-refused  a  106^ 

Downing,  E. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Putnam  St.,  E.  B.,  petition  8743 

Dows,  G.  D.  &  Co. 

steam-engine,  Fort  Hill  sq.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  9S3-hearing 
a  1015-granted  a  1034 

Doyle,  James. 

petition,  damages  to  estate  by  raising  grade,  Haskins  st.  a  561  ;  sewer, 
Hulbert  St.,  petition  a  692 

Doyle,  M.  J. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Marion  St.,  E.  B.,  petition  a  776 

Drainage.     (See  Sewers.) 

Drainage,  "Ward  22.     (See  Ward  22.) 

Drake,  Herman. 

petition  to  erect  building,  Border  st.  a  476-granted  c  560  a  562 

Drew,  Franklin  M. 

petition,  reconveyance  of  a  portion  of  land  a  945-referred  to  committee  on 
streets  a  952-report  and  order,  accepted,  passed  a  992  c  99S 

Drinking  Fountains.     (See  Water.) 
Drinkwater,  Oakes  A. 

stable,  Brighton  ave.,  B.,  petition  a  920-granted  a  950 

Driscoll,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  A. 

stable,  Wexford  St.,  petition  a  sS6-granted  a  671 

Driscoll,  John,  et  ah. 

sewer,  Columbia  st.,  C,  petition  a  536 

Driscoll,  John  D. 

petition,  use  of  Faneuil  hall  a  74-granted  a  116 

Drisko,  E.  S.,  et  ah. 

continuation  of  sewer,  Newberne  St.,  W.R.,  petition  a  483 


Drisko,  O.  H.,  &  Son. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  West  Chester  park,  petition  a  1S6;  edgestones 
and  sidewalk,  Huntington  ave.  a  347  ;  edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Hunt- 
ington ave.  and  West  Chester  park,  granted  a  73S;  crosswalk,  Hunting- 
ton ave.,  petition  a  S42 ;  edgestones,  Huntington  St.,  petition  a  920- 
granted  a  933;  sidewalk,  Huntington  ave.,  petition  a  1016 

Druggist's  Mortar. 

Blue  Hill  ave.:  G.  P.  Hopkins,  granted  a  252 
Bromfield  st.  :  H.  E.  Woodward,  petition  a  4S3~granted  a  543 
Bunker  Hill  st.  :  Ernest  C.  Marshall,  petition  a  S7o-granted  a  S97 
Chandler  st.  :  John  G.  Benedict,  petition  a  S92-granted  a  933 
Dudley  st.  :  E.  F.  Otis,  petition  a  26S-granted  a  27S;  Alfred  A.  Burn- 
ham,  Jr.,   petition  a  776-granted  a  S2S,  S29 
Field's  corner  :  Henry  Field,  petition  a  45S-refused  a  479 
Merrimac  st.  :  W.  F.  Nowell,  petition  a  34$-granted  a  460 
Tkemont   ST.:    Eugene    W.   Babo,   petition    a  45S-refused    a  479;    Max 
Cramer,  petition  a  536-granted  a  5SS;  Robert  Fabery,  petition  a  1037- 
granted  a  1094 
Washington  st.  :  M.  J.  Mclntire,  petition  a  633-granted  a  72S 

Duane,  J.  H.,  et  ah. 

sidewalks,  Sumner  St.,  E.  B.,  petition  a  S42 

Dudley,  Henry. 

petition  to  erect  building,  Elm  St.  a  735 

Dudley,  Levi  P. 

appointed  superintendent  of  West  Roxbury  hay-scales  a  371-conhrmed 
a  406 

Dudley  avenue. 

closing  :  B.  &  P.  R.R.  Co.,  petition  a  536-granted  a  567 

Dudley  street. 

bay   window:  Wm.  H.  Frye,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  105-hear- 
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ranted  ; 

:  A.  M.  Richards,  petition  to  move  a  372-granted    a  407; 

Henrv  Kelley,  petition  to  erect   a  776-granted  c  S20  a  S24;  James  H. 

Waite,  petition  to  erect  a  ^42-granted  a  S77  c  8S7 
druggist's  mortar  :  E.  F.  Otis,  petition  a  26S-granted  a  27S;  Alfred 

A.  Burnham,  Jr.,  petition  a  776-granted  a  S2S,  S29 
edgestones  :  petition  a  743-gninted  a  749 
electric  llglits  :  G.  Harvey  et  als.,  petition  a  1015 
flag:  John  E.  Killian  granted  a  1 14 
poles  :  Boston  Electric  Light  Co.,  petition  a  5S6;  discussed  a762-granted 

a  777 
sidewalks:    petition  a7i2-granted  a  727;   petition   a  754,  031-granted 

a9S7 
steam-engine:  Charles  Gliddon,  petition  a  775-granted  a  S77 ;  F.  W. 

Webster,  petition  a  920-granled  a  934;   Willard   White,  petition  a  100S- 

granted  a  101S 

Dudley-street  School.     (See  Schools.) 
Duff  &  Folsom. 

petition,  compensation,  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs,  granted  a  140 

Duffey,  James. 

petition,  compensation,  injuries  to  horse  on  Harvard  St.,  D.  a  51 

Duffey,  James,  Heirs. 

order  to  abate  sewer  assessment,  Lincoln  St.,  B.,  passed  a  542 

Duffey,  Mrs.  Mary. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Lincoln  St.,  B.  3475 

Duffull,  John  H. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal,  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Dugan,  Sarah  J. 

petition,  personal  injuries,  Genesee  street  a  135 — refused  a  620  c  656 

Duggan,  Thomas  H.,  Councilman,  "Ward  19. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed  :  committee  on  cemeteries,  markets  c  64,  65 
remarks  :  common  council  rules  c  49;  salaries  of  assistant  inspectors 
of  buildings  c  199;  occupation  of  streets  for  building  purposes  c  229, 
230;  Roxbury  high  school  c  356;  South  Boston  school-house  c  365,  360; 
protection  of  Boston  common  c  399;  entertainment  of  Hon.  Wm.  O'Brien 
c  553;  subdivision  of  contracts  c  5S1 ;  frog  pond  c  6S3 ;  torpedoes,  etc. 
c  70S;  Cabot-st.  engine-hoiibe  c  S32 ;  lease  vacant  city  building  c  943; 
Alt.  Hope  cemetery  c  995;  city  buildings  c  1071 

Duncan  street. 

sewer  :  order  of  notice  of  hearing-  a  462 

Duncklee,  Joshua  S. 

appointed  member  of  board  of  assessors  a  21-confirmed  a  53 

Dundon  Bros,  et  ah, 

petition,  electric  light,  Medford  street,  C.  a  51 ;  petition  that  Consolidated 
R.R.  Co.  be  requested  to  run  cars  on  tracks  Medford  street  a  310 


DUNLOW    STREET 


EAST    SEVENTH    STREET 


Dunlow  street. 

steani-eiigine  :  George  &  Muldoon,  petition  a  932-granted  a9S6 
Dunn,  Edward  F.,  Councilman,  "Ward  4. 

qualified  :  c  46 

appointed  :  committee  on  contingent  expenses,  common  and  public 
grounds  c  65 

Dunn,  George,  et  als. 

report,  no  action  necessary  on  petition  relating  to  occupancy  of  stable, 
Miller  St.  a  671 

Dunn,  Patrick. 

appointed  inspector  of  hay  and  straw  a  212-confirmed  a  242 

Dunton,  Larkin,  et  als. 

petition  to  grade,  etc.,  Pratt  st.  a  614 

edgestones,  Pratt  and  Ashford  sts.,  petition  a  614-granted  a  640 

Durgin,  Samuel  H. 

appointed  member  of  board  of  health  a  21-assigned  a  55-confirmed  a  76; 
elected  chairman  of  board  of  health  c  467  a  476 

Durham,  Albert  A. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  534-confirmed  a  563 

Durham  street. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk  :  granted  a  408 
lamps  :  Geo.  W.  Wiswell,  petition  a  S70 

Dwyer,  James  P. 

petition  for  compensation  for  injuries  to  property,  Columbus  ave.  a  241- 
refused  a  407  c  427 

Dwyer,  Jeremiah  H. 

stable,  Warrenton  St.,  petition  a  614;  refused  a  719 

E  street. 

tree  :  M.  Gilfether,  petition  to  trim  a  34S 

Earl  of  Aberdeen  and  "Wife.     (See  Distinguished  Visitors.) 
Earl  street. 

claims  :  Hannah  E.  O'Connor  et  als.,  petition,  damages  to  property  a  712- 
refused  a  925  c  958 

Earnshaw,  Annie  M. 

stable,  Oak  ave.,  W.R.,  petition  a  S9i-granted  a  925 

East  street. 

school-lionse  :  petition  from  Leopold  Morse  et  als.  stating  that  order 
proposing  to  use  as  house  of  detention  will  do  great  injury  to  their  prop- 
erty, discussed,  referred  to  committee  on  public  buildings  c  957,95s  a9&4- 
report  that  order  ought  not  pass  a  1010  c  1013 

East  Boston. 

cemetery  on  Bennington  street:  report  of  committee  on  appropri- 
ations, with  order  that  board  of  health  include  in  estimates  sum  sufficient 
to  improve  the  condition  of  a  iSS,  c  195-sewer  assessment  abated  a  479 

free  bridge  :  order  that  the  committee  on  legislative  matters  appear 
before  the  legislature  and  advocate  passage  of  an  order  lor  c  72 

railroad  tracks  :  order  to  petition  legislature  for  the  passage  of  an  act 
changing  location  of  the  Boston  &  Maine  and  Boston  &  Albany  U.K., 
so  as  to  prevent  crossing  at  grade,  passed  a  1 16-discussed,  referred  to 
committee  on  legislative  affairs  c  119 

sewers  and  drains  :  order  that  superintendent  of  sewers  be  requested 
to  ascertain  needs  for  more  perfect  drainage  and  include  the  same  in 
estimates  referred  to  committee  on  appropriations  c  145-report  and  order, 
accepted,  passed  a  tSS-discussed  c  195,  196-passcd  c  196;  order  to  trans 
fer  from  Hugh  O'Brien  school  to  appropriation  for,  discussed  1 
99S-passed  c  oxjS-motion  to  rescind,  discussed,  carried  c  1006 

streets  :  M.  F.  D'Arcy,  petition  that  several  streets  be  laid  out  and 
grided  a  401-report,  referred  to  street  commissioners  a  542  e  552 

East  Boston  Ferries.     (See  Ferries.) 

East  Boston  High  School.      (See  Schools.) 

East  Boston   Savings  Banks. 
steam-engine,  Maverick  sq.,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934 

East  Broadway. 

sidewalk  :  petition  a  661 ;  granted  a  747 
tree  :  order  to  remove  dead  tree,  passed  a  253 

East  Brookline  street. 

tree  :  Oliver  Ditson,  petition  to  remove  a  402 

East  Cantou  street. 

claim:  James  Deshon,  offering  to  surrender  deed  of  estate  a  691-rcporl 
with  order,  accepted,  passed  c  710  ^  718 


East  Chester  Park. 

estate  :  John  W.  Candler,  order   to    pay  balance  tax-sale  estate,  passed 

a  1 14  c  1 19 
steam-engine  :  L.  G.  Burnham  &  Co.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing 

a  752-hearing  a  775,  797-granted  aS27 

East  Concord  street. 

claims  :  Catherine  B.  Cook,  petition,  personal  injuries  a  S23 

land:  report  of  committee  en  public  lands  upon  message  ot  mayor  relat- 
ing to  offer  to  sell  city  portion  of  his  land  adjoining  that  used  b'v  depart- 
ment common  and  public  grounds,  etc.,  accepted,  referred  to  committee 
on  common,  etc.  a  S26  c  S3 1 -report  inexpedient  c  10S6  a  1C90 

stable:  John  Hynes,  petition  a  931-granted  a  950 

conditions  of  estate  :  James  McCormick  el  als.,  majority  and  minor- 
ity reports  on  order  to  change  conditions,  etc.,  discussed  a  247-249- 
majority  accepted,  order  passed  a  249-discussed  c  261 -266-passed  c  265; 
report,  with  order,  accepted,  passed  a  637 

steam-engine:   K.  G.  Heath,  petition  a  31  i-granted  a  S96 

East  Dedham  street. 

sidewalks  and  glitters  :  order  to  widen  sidewalk  and  pave  gutters, 

referred  to  committee  on  paving  a  420 
steam-engine  :  G.  11.  D.  Wheeler  &  Competition  and  order  for  hearing 

a  9S3-hearing  a  1015-granted  a  1034 

East  Eagle  street. 

sidewalk  :  petition  a  920 

stable  :  James  Walsh,  petition  a  311-refused  a  373 

East  Eighth  street. 

building  :  Win.  R.  Cavanagh,  petition  to  move  a  9S3~granted  a  991 

claim  :  Patrick  Morris,  damages  to  property, petition  a  742-refused  aS52 
*S59 

paving:  order  that  superintendent  of  streets  include  in  estimates  sum 
sufficient  to  pave  with  small  granite  blocks  c  11S 

stable  :  James  Forgie,  petition  a  734-granted  a  7^6;  Raymond  S.  Byam, 
petition  a  I>9i-granted  a  925 

widening:  order  that  street  commissioners  consider  expediency  of,  re- 
ferred to  committee  on  laying  out  and  widening  streets  c  325  ;  report  and 
order  for,  accepted,  passed  a 763  c  772 

East  Fifth  street. 

edgestones  :  petition  a  269-granted  a  617-pctition  a  634-granted  a  719- 
ordered  a  73S ;  Mrs.  John  j.  B.  Sharp,  petition,  abatement,  assessment 
a  9SS 
edgestones  and    sidewalk:    petition    a  536-granted   a  566-petition 
a  562— granted  a  593-petition  a  634-granted  a  S46;  assessment  of  Free- 
man N.  Josselvu  reassessed  a  947 
electric  liglit:  Orrin,  Paul,  et  als.,  petition  a  74 
sidewalk  :  petition  a  735-granted  a  747 

East  First  street. 

building  :  Mrs.  A.  Stetson,  petition   to   erect  a  945-withdrawn  a  1009 

c  1013 
stable  :  John  A.  Stetson,  petition  a  1033-granted  a  1066 

East  Fourth  street. 

building  :   Bay  State  Iron  Co.,  petition  to  erect  a  725 
coal-hoic  :  Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind,  granted  a673 
sidewalk  :  petition  a  S.|2-granted  a  S76 
stable  :  Wm.  Kelly,  granted  a  S26 

trees:  order  to  trim  trees,  passed  a  2S6;  Henry  Hussey,  petition  to  re- 
move a  562 

East  Newton  street. 

electric  liglit:  New  England  Conservatory  of  Music,  petition  a775 
steam-engine:    New  England  Conservatory  of  Music,  petition  and 
order  for  hearing  a  535-hearing  a  613-granted  a  037 

East  Ninth  street. 

bont-bousc  :  George  Weymouth,  order  to  remove,  passed  a  254 

claims:  George  Martin,  damages  to  propcrtv,  granted  e  o^S-diseussed 
a  663-665-passed  a  665;  Geo.  Martin,  veto  of"  mayor  and  opinion  of  cor- 
poration counsel,  discussed  c  704~7QS-Sustained  c  70S 

sewer  :  petition  a  S91 

stable  :   fames  McMahon,  petition  a  797 

East  Second  street. 

derrick  :  Jones,  Cook,  &  Co.,  petition  a  gSj-granted  a  9S7 
poles  :  lire  commissioners,  petition  a  743-granted  a  746 
sidewalk  :  petition  a  712-granted  a  S70 

East  Seventh  street. 

building:  Boston  Cordage  Co.,  petition  to  erect  a  776-granted  c  S20 
a  S24 

coasting:  order  to  allow,  passed  a  52 

edgestones  and  sidewalk  :  petition  a  45S-granted  a  4S0 

sidewalk  :  petition  a  536,  512 

frees  :  J.  \' .  Goodnougn,  petition  to  trim  a  402;  Edward  E.  Gardner,  pe- 
tition to  trim  a  014 
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EAST    SIXTH   STREET 


ELECTRIC   LIGHTS 


East  Sixth  street. 

building:  Wm.R.  Cavanagh,  petition  to  move  a  372— granted  a  372; 

Boston  Cordage  Competition   to  erect  a  776-granted  cS2oaS24;  Wm. 

R.  Cavanagh,  pelition  to  move  a  776-granted  a  S02;  petition  to  move 

a  7oS-granted  a  S2S 
edgestones  autl    sidewalk:    petition  a  712-granted  a  929;  petition 

a  776,  S7 1 ,  9.?  1 
electric  light :  C.  S.  Judkins  et  als.,  petition  a  348 
sidewalk  :  petition  a  634-granted  a  693,  719 
steam-engine  :  E.  J.  McElroy,  petition  a  561-granted  a  588 

East  Springfield  street. 

crossing  :  petition  a  1060 

East  Third  street. 

building  :  Michael  W.  O'Brien,  petition,  removal  restriction  in  relation 

to  a6i4;  Win.  R. Cavanagh,  petition  to  move  a  733-granted  a  747 
claims  :  RoxannaCrooker,  petition,  compensation  personal  injuries  a  74- 

refused  a  251  c  256;  D.  Conroy,  personal  injuries,  refused  a  251  c  256 
coasting  :  order  to  allow,  passed  a  52 
edgestones    and    sidewalk :    granted  a  802,  846;    petition    a  891- 

granted  a  896 
estate  :  M.  W.  O'Brien,  report  and  order  to  remove  restrictions  in  deed 

of  estate,  accepted,  passed  a  S26,  S27  c  S39 
sidewalk  :  petition  a  S70 

Eastburn  street,  Brighton. 

laying  out :  order  to  pay  St.   Margaret's  church,  B-,  land  damages, 

passed  a  4S1 
sewer  :  W.  Redhouse  et  a/s.,  petition  a  161-order  for  hearing  a  479-hear- 

ing  a  4S2-ordered  a  542 

Eastern  avenue. 

claims  :  David  Black,  personal  injuries,  refused  a  164  c  174 
temporary  bridge:  petition,  Boston  Cold  Storage  and  Freezing  Co., 
to  erect  temporary  bridge  across  sidewalk  a  51 

Eastman  street,  Dorchester. 

plank-walk  :  petition  a  1033-refused  a  1062 

Eaton,  Jasper  H. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  26S-confirmcd  a  313 
appointed  inspector  of  hay  and  straw  a  212-confirmed  a  242 

Eaton,  Susannah. 

petition,  personal  injuries,  Cambridge  st.  a  311 

Eaton,  Wm.  E. 

sidewalk,  East  Fifth  st.,  petition  a  735-granted  a  S76 

Eaton,  "Wm.  T. 

,  petition,  removal,  trees,  Emerson  St.,  S.B.  a  614;  sidewalk,  Emerson  St., 
petition  a  7oS-granted  a  934;  order  to  remove  tree,  Emerson  St.,  passed 
a  030  ;  steam-engine,  Emerson  St.,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934 

Eaton,  Wm.  T.,  et  ah. 

petition  to  remove  water-closets  of  Tuckerman  school  a  661 

Eaton  street. 

claim  :  Theresa  Roche,  petition,  personal  injuries  c  3S1 

Eayrs,  Albert  H. 

sidew-alk,  Green  St.,  petition  a  475;  granted  a  727;  edgestones  and  side- 
walk, Green  St.,  W.R.,  petition  a  691-granted  a  72S 

Eckert,  Alice  C. 

order  to  pay  land  damages,  Norfolk  St.,  passed  a  192 

Edes,  W.  H. 

stable,  Norfolk  St.,  petition  a  753-granted  a  778 

Eddy,  J. 

edgestones,  Parkman  St.,  granted  a  566 

Edison  Electric  Illuminating  Co. 

undergronnd  wires  :  petition  for  leave  to  lay  in  Park  and  Beacon 
sis.,  discussed,  referred  to  committee  on  underground  wires  a  22;  pe- 
tition to  lay  underground  conductors  for  electric  "light  purposes  in  cer- 
tain streets  a  45S-report,  with  order,  accepted,  passed  a  4Sc-amended, 
passed  a  499 

Edmands,  T.  F.  &  J.  R. 

excavalion,  sidewalk,  Elm  St.,  permit  rescinded  a  S97 

Education,  Board  of.     {See  Schools.) 
Edwards,  Jacob,  et  ah. 

edgestones,  Bellevue  St.,  petition  a  372 
Egan,  John,  et  a  Is. 

lamps,  Ballard  St.,  W.R.,  petition  a  26S 


Eichorn,  Joseph  F.,  et  ah. 

lamps,  Fuller  St.,  D.,  petition  a  S42 

Eight-Hour  Law. 

order  that  the  mayor  be  requested  to  petition  the  legislature  to  enact  a  law 
providing  that  eight  hours  a  day  shall  constitute  a  day's  work  for  all 
laborers,  workmen,  and  mechanics  who  may  be  employed  by  or  in  be- 
half of  the  government  of  Boston,  discussed  c  28-32-passed  c  32  a  52 

Eighth  street 

platform  :  Suffolk  Brewing  Co.,  petition  to  erect  temporary  platform, 

granted  a  3 
sidewalk  :  granted  a  S76 
stable:  Wm.  C.  Webber,  petition  a  561-refused   a  671;  Wm.  Barrett 

et  als.y  remonstrance  against  Wm.  P.  Webber's  stable  a  661 :  no  action 

necessary  on  remonstrance  a  694;  John   F.  Gilpatrick,  petition  a  797- 

granted  a  S26 
trees  :  Sarah  McElroy,  petition  to  trim  a  371 

Elden  street,  Dorchester. 

sewer  :  Hazard  Stevens,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  692-granted 
a  778 

Elden  and  Rossiter  streets. 

edgestones  :  petition  a  45S 
improvements  :  petition  a  536 

Elder,  R.  J. 

pipe,  Border  St.,  granted  a  S27 

Eldracher,  Elizabeth. 

stable,  Lamont  St.,  petition  a  734-refused  a  746 

Eldredge,  D.,  et  ah. 

petition  that  trees  on  Metropolitan  ave.  be  cared  for  a  5S6 

Eldredge,  Elizabeth  T. 

coal-hole,  Beacon  St.,  petition  a  S24-granted  a  S46;  steam-engine,  Beacon 
St.,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934 

Eldredge,  James  T. 

steam-engine,  Tremont  St.,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934 

Eldridge,  David. 

petition,  compensation  for  loss  of  fowls  a  535;  granted  a  74S;  petition  to 
be  paid  for  loss  of  fowls  a  oS3-granted  a  9S7;  petition,  compensation 
for  loss  of  fowls  a  931 

Elections. 

committee  :  appointed  c  6,  66 

ballots  :  order  to  adopt  regulations  given,  at  municipal  election,  dis- 
cussed a  1010,  ion-laid  on  table  with  order  to  obtain  opinion  of  corpo- 
ration counsel  a  ion-opinion  of  corporation  counsel  a  1015 

ballots  for  municipal  election:  order  to  adopt  given  regulations, 
discussed,  ruled  out  of  order  a  993 

elections  contested  :  councilman  Edwin  F.  Dunn,  petition  c  6-ma- 
jority  report  c  3S-40-minority  report  c  40-42-discussed  c  42-44-majority 
report  and  resolve  that  Edwin  F.  Dunn  is  entitled  to  seat,  discussed 
c  44  46-passed  c  46 

councilman'  T.  F.  Nunan,  petition,  referred  to  committee  on  elections  co- 
report  c  32-34-with  resolve  that  T.  F.  Nunan  is  entitled  to  the  seat  now 
occupied  by  Robert  Provan,  discussed  c  34-3S-passed  c  3S 

councilman  Robert  Provan,  petition  c  14-report  c  32-34-with  resolve  that 
T.  F.  Nunan  is  entitled  to  the  seat  now  occupied  by  said  Provan,  dis- 
cussed c  34-3S-passed  c  3S 

election  laws  :  order  for  city  clerk  to  prepare  a  pamphlet  containing  a 
digest  of  the  laws  relating  to  qualification,  assessment,  and  registration 
of  voters,  etc.,  passed  a  So5-amended,  passed  c  ST4,  S15  a  824  ;  order  for 
president  of  common  council  to  petition  legislature  for  such  legislation 
in  accordance  with  foregoing  memorial  and  request,  discussed  c  1069, 
I07c-assigned  c  1070-discussed  c  1074,  1075-passed  c  1075 

election  returns  :  order  to  appoint  special  committee  to  examine  re- 
turns state  elections,  passed  a  934-report,  accepted  a  952;  order  for  city 
messenger  to  make  usual  arrangements  for  receiving  returns,  etc.'j 
passed  c  S31 ;  order  to  appoint  special  committee  to  examine  returns 
municipal  election,  passed  a  ion-reports,  majority  and  minority  a  1041, 
1042-disscussett  a  1042-1047 

precinct  officers  :  communication  from  mayor  relating  to,  with  list, 
laid  over  and  ordered  printed  a  774-discussed  a  Soo,  Soi -confirmed  a  Sol ; 
appointed  to  fill  vacancies  a  S23-confirmed  a  S25;  confirmed,  discussed 
a  S45;  appointed  to  fill  vacancies  a  S-15-confirmed  a  S71  ;  appointed  to  fill 
vacancies  a  S70;  confirmed  except  one  a  S93;  appointed  to  fill  vacancies 
a  S9i-confirmed  a  921  ;  appointed  a  922-confirmed  a  931 

polling-places  :  report,  with  order  and  list  a  S25,  Sio-accepted,  passed 
a  826 

record  of  controverted  election  cases:  order  that  the  committee 
on  elections  be  requested  to  prepare  and  cause  to  be  printed  a  record  of 
all  controverted  elections  to  the  common  council,  passed  c  26;  order  to 
allow  and  pay  Joseph  O'Kane  for  services  rendered  the  committee  on 
elections,  passed  c  3S1  a  406 

warrants  :  order  to  issue,  etc.,  for  state  election,  passed  a  S2S;  order  to 
issue  for  municipal  election,  passed  a  9S7 


Electric  Lights. 
(«) 


{Sec  Lamps.) 


ELIOT    SCHOOL 


ERICSON 


Eliot  School.     (See  Schools.) 
Eliot  square  and  Dudley  street. 

watering  :  J.  Austin  Rogers  et  als.,  petition  that  city  defray  portion  of 
expense  of  a  372 

Eliot  street. 

coal-boles  :  C.  H.  Dill,  2d,  petition  a  S24-granted  a  S46;  petition  a  9SS- 

granted  a  1010 
metal  box  :  J.  T.  Brown  &  N.  A.  Church,  petition,  removal  a  752 
poles  :   Boston  Electric  Light  Co.,  petition  a77o-granted  a  803;   petition 

to  relocate  a  801-granted  a  933 
sidewalk  :  D.  H.  Barnard,  assessment,  abated  a  1019 
steam-engine  :  Charles  H.  Dill,  petition  a  535-granted  a  566 

Eliot  and  Pleasant  streets,  and  Columbus  avenue. 

sidewalks  :  petition  a  712-granted  a  727 

Elliott,  Thomas  J. 

appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  212-confirmed  a  242 

Ellis,  Charles  E. 

petition,  license  Music  hall,  granted  a  949 

Ellis,  Martin,  &  Co. 

petition    to  move  building,  Cambridge  St.,   B.  a  269;  moving  building, 
Western  ave.,  granted  a  S76 

Ellis,  Samuel  J. 

petition  to  run  barges  a  371-granted  3412;  petition  to  build,  Shelby  St., 
a  870-granted  c  S6S  a  S92 

Ellis,  Stephen. 

petition  to  move  building,  Braintree  st.  a  735-granted  a  747 

Ellwood  street. 

grading,  edgestones,  and  sidewalk:  petition  a  842 

Elm  street. 

building  :  Henry  Dudley,  petition  to  erect  a  735 
iron  coverings  :  John  Rayner,  trustee,  granted  a  593 
sidewalk  :  petition  a  536;  T.  F.  &  J.  R.  Rayner,  excavation,  sidewalk, 
permit  rescinded  a  S97 

Elm  street,  Charlestown. 

claims  :  Mrs.  Flora  Robertson,  petition,  damages  to  estate  a  775-refuscd 

a  S52  c  859 
steam-engine:  C.   F.  Shourds  &  Co.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing 

a  161,  214-hearing  a  236,  26S-granted  a  341 

Elm  street,  Dorchester. 

edgestones  :  petition  .1723 

Elm  Hill. 

steam-engine  :  Mrs.  Ellen  Stevens,  petition  a  945-g ranted  a  9S5 

Elm  Hill  avenue. 

edgestones  and  sltiewalk  :  petition  a  824-granted  a  846 

lamp  :  W.  M.  Osborne,  petition  a  S42 

sidewalk  :  petition  a  45S-granted  3470 

stable  :  Sarah  W.  Porter,  petition  a  691-granted  a  719 

Elm  Lawn,  Dorchester. 

lamps  :  Charles  II.  Strceter  et  ats.,  petition  a  45S 

Elmes,  George  H. 

injuries  to  carriage,  Rutherford  ave.,  C,  petition  a  160-refuscd  a  251  c  256 

Elmo  street. 

sewer:  petition  a  561,932 

Elmore  street. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk  :  petition  a  401-granted  3462 
Emerson  street. 

paving  :  ordered  a  6iS-petition  a  634-granted  a  673 

poles  :  order  to  remove,  passed  a  674  ;     order  to  remove  poles,  referred 

to   committee  on  electric  wires  a  S7S-granted  a  931  ;    Boston    Electric 

Light  Co.,  petition  a  931 
numbering:  renumbering  ordered  a  S76 
sidewalks:    petition  a  458-granted  a  543-pctition  a  79S-granted  a  876, 

933-petition  a  98S 
stable  :  Win.  Kelley,  petition  a  797 

steam-engine  :  Win.  T.  Eaton,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934 
trees  :  Wm.  T.  Eaton,  petition,  removal  a  614;  order  to  allow  Wm.  T. 

Eaton  to  remove,  passed  a  930 
widening:  order  to  report  expense,  passed  a  351-amendcd,  referred  to 

committee  on  streets  c  357-report  that  order  ought  not  pass,  accepted 

a  620  c  657-report,  discussed  a  S47,  S^S-report  withdrawn  a  849-report, 

that  ordei  ought  not  pass,  accepted  c  1014-indefinitely  postponed  a  1017 

c 1022. 


Emerton  &  Robinson. 

petition  to  run  barges  a  160-granted  a  187 

Emery  &  Greenwood  et  ah. 

petition,  electric  light,  Mason  St.  a  402 

Emery,  Harriet  G. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  East  Fifth  St.,  petition  a  536-granted  a  566 

Emery,  W.  H. 

petition  to  trim  tree,  Tremont  St.  a  475 

Emery,  Wm.  H.,  et  ah. 

edgestones,  Field  St.,  petition  a  725 

Emery,  W.  T. 

stand-pipe,  West  Chester  park,  petition  a  371-granted  a  407;  steam-engine, 
West  Chester  park,  granted  a  951 

Emmes,  Samuel,  et  ah. 

edgestones,  Texas  St.,  petition  a  475 
petition,  sewer,  Texas  St.  a  475 

Emmonds,  W.  H. 

steam-engine,  Temple  place,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934 
coal-hole,  Temple  place,  petition  a  931 

Empire  Brewing  Co.  et  ah. 

petition  to  pave  Hampshire  st.  with  granite  blocks  a  754. 

Employees. 

city  laborers  :  order  to  consider  urgent  request  of  laborers  to  be  placed 
on  full  time  with  an  increase  of  12A  per  cent.,  referred  to  committee  on 
finance  c  219-report,  referred  to  superintendent  of  streets,  accepted  a  620 
c6S7 

Grand  Army  Encampment :  order  that  all  employees  who  are  mem. 
bers  and  desire  to  attend  encampment  at  St.  Louis  be  allowed  two 
weeks'  leave  of  absence  without  loss  of  pay,  passed  c  767  a  776 

half-boliday  Mati-.rdays  :  order  to  allow  during  June,  July,  August, 
and  September,  passed  a  501-discussed  c  512-515-passed  c  515;  order 
that  the  heads  of  all  departments  be  requested  to  continue  half-holi. 
days  during  winter,  etc.,  discussed  c  794-796-passed  c  796-notice  of  re- 
consideration, discussed  c  820,  S2i  a  S25 ;  order  to  report  what  action  has 
been  taken  on  order  granting  halt-holiday  to  city  employees,  etc., 
passed  c  879  a  S92-report  c  953957-assigned  and  printed  C957  (CD.  162)- 
called  up  c  1014-placed  on  hie  a  1016 

lioliday  :  order  to  allow  Fast  day,  Apr.  7,  passed  c  2C5-discussed  a  270, 
271-passed  a  271  ;  order  to  allow  Washington's  birthday,  passed  c  26,  27 
352;  order  to  allow  Memorial  day,  passed  c  426,  427-amended,  passed 
a  459  c  467  ;  order  to  allow  the  seventeenth  of  June,  passed  a  621  ;  order 
to  allow  election  day,  etc.,  passed  a  897;  discussed  c  912-919-passed 
c  914-reconsidered,  amended,  discussed  c  916-giS-rejected  c  9iS-passed 
c  919;  order  to  allow  Veteran  Firemen's  Association  a  holiday,  Sept.  12, 
to  members,  passed  a  766  c  771 

IVovember  and  December  pay-rolls  :  order  to  pay  employees  be- 
fore  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas,  passed  a  951  c  963 

payment  of  salaries  authorized  :  order  to  allow  and  pay  salaries 
and  wages  payable  from  the  treasury  and  charge  the  same  against  the 
appropriations  for  1SS7,  18SS,  for  the  several  departments  when  made, 
passed  a  409  c  427 

salaries  and  wages  to  be  paid  from  liquor  licenses:  order 
to  allow  and  pay  salaries  and  wages  of  the  city  employees  until  April  30, 
etc.,  discussed  a  316,  317-assigned  a  317-discussed  a  321-324-amcnded, 
passed  a  324-discussed  c  326,  327-passed  c  327 

Engine  No.  6.     (See  Buildings,  Public.) 

Engineer's  Department. 

committee  :  appointed  a  57  c  65 

city  engineer:  Wm.  Jackson,  appointed  a  21-assigned  a  54-confirmed 
a  76;  order  that  city  engineer  he  allowed  to  act  as  engineer  for  commis- 
sioners on  building  Harvard  bridge,  and  to  receive  compensation  for 
same,  passed  a  73S  c  771 

annual  report :  (CD.  3S)  c  221  a  242 

English,  William. 

petition,  electric  light,  Dartmouth  st.  a  945 

Englewood  and  Chestnut-Hill  avenues. 

poles  :  remonstrance  of  Andrew  G.  Weeks,  Jr.,  et  ats.t  against  erection 
»5< 
Enslin,  Edward. 

sidewalk,  Tremont  st.,  petition  a  870-granted  a  896 

Entertainments.     (See  Licenses.) 
Equitable  Land  Company. 

petition  for  refund  of  amount  of  betterments  paid  on  account  of  laying 
out  Back  bay  park,  refused  a  672  c  678 


Ericson,  Lief. 
(42) 


(Sec  Statue  of  Lief  Ericson.) 


ERIE   AVENUE 


FALLON 


Erie  avenue. 

lamps  :  A.  H.  Patten   el  als.,  petition  a  797;   F.  Lovis  el  als.,  petition 

a  932 
stable  :  A.  N.  Burbank,  petition  a  734-granted  a  746 

Erie  place. 

stable  :  C.  B.  Wiggin,  petition  a  691-granted  a  719 

Essex  street. 

bridge  :  order  to  close  for  repairs,  passed  a  622 

paving  :  ordered  a  617 

poles  :  John  C.  Fernald  et  als.,  petition,  removal  a  891 

stable  :  Niies  Bros.,  granted  a  033 

steam-engine  :  Alpheus  Hardy  estate,  petition  a  looS-granted  a  101S 

straightening  and  widening  :  J.  Pray,  Sons  &  Co.  et  ah.,  petition 
aiS5 

widening  and  opening  :  order  to  report  plans  and  estimate  cost  of, 
referred  to  committee  on  streets  a  56-report,  recommending  reference 
to  street  commissioners,  accepted  a  164.  c  174-report  a  245-referred  to 
committee  on  appropriations  c  256;  communication  from  street  commis- 
sioners relative  to,  placed  on  file  a  215;  order  that  street  commissioners 
be  requested  to  prepare  plans  and  estimates  relative  to,  passed  a  215 
c  226 

Estates  sold  for  Taxes,  etc.    (See  Claims.) 
Estimates,  Auditor's.     (See  Accounts.) 
Euclid  street. 

edgestones  and  gutters  :  petition  a  458 

Eustis  street. 

.stable  :    J-  F.  Kelly,  petition  a  775-granted  a  S03 

tree  :  H.  Brickell,  petition  to  trim  a  661 ;  F.  P.  Tripp,  petition  to  trim 
a77S 

Eutaw  street. 

electric  light :  Clarence  P.  Lovell  et  als.,  petition  a  9S3 
poles  :  Boston  Electric  Light  Co.,  granted  a  S03 
tree  :  Geo.  H.  Long,  petition  to  remove  a  691 

Evacuation  Day. 

order  that  mayor  cause  bells  to  be  rung  March  17,  etc.,  passed  c  144  a  161 

Evans,  Brice  S. 

■stable,  Camden  St.,  R.,  petition  a  241-granted  a  275 

Evans,  Charles  M. 

sidewalk,  Walnut  ave.,  petition  a  634-granted  a  672 

Evans,  Charles  S.,  et  als. 

remonstrance  against  poles,  Northampton  St.  a  1037 

Evans,  Ellen  E. 

petition  to  refund  liquor-license  fee,  refused  a  113  c  118 

Evans,  Frank. 

steam-engine,  Princeton  St.,  petition  a  oSg-granted  a  1009 

Evans  street,  Dorchester. 

lumps  :  W.  H.  Davis  et  als.,  petition  a  9S3 
sewer  :  ordered  a  3 

Everett  School.     (See  Schools.) 
Everett  street. 

sidewalk  :  petition  a  536-granted  a  566-granted  a  617 

Everett  street,  Brighton. 

building:  Sewall  &  Day  Cordage  Co.,  petition  to  erect  a  661;  Sewall 

&  Day  Cordage  Co.,  granted  c  710  a  718 
edgestones  and  sidewalk  :  petition  a  691 
sewer  :  order  of  notice  of  hearing  a  113-hearirig  a  135;  ordered  a  282 

Everett  street,  East  Boston. 

sidewalk  :  petition  a  725-granted  a  So2-petition  a  S24 

trees:  order  to  trim  in  front  of  parochial  school,  discussed  a  729,  730 

Exchange  place. 

paving  :  petition  to  pave  with  asphalt  a  725-granted  a  747 

Executive  Department. 


mayor  :  Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  oaths  of  office  administered  page  1  ;  inau- 
gural  address  pages  i-xx;  request  to  furnish  copy  and  order  that  it  be 
printed  as  a  city  document  and  in  the  volume  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
city  council,  passed  c  6  a  23 

mayor's  address  :  committee  appointed  a  5S  c  66 

invitations:  E.  W.  Kingsley  Post  113  G.A.R.,  Memorial  day  a  378 
c  381  ;  First  Regiment  invitation  to  attend  review  in  Mechanics' 
Building  May  o-accepted  a  460 


Executive  Department,  continued. 

messages,  communications,  etc.  :  paving  department  stable  in 
Brighton  a  20;  photographs  from  Sydney,  Australia  a  20;  nuisance 
near  Marcella-st.  Home  a  20;  Sargent's  wharf  a  20,  21  ;  assignment  of 
wages  a  103;  Stony  brook  a  103;  digging  up  streets  for  underground 
wires  a  212;  Delea  claim  a  239;  James  &  Mabury  a  240;  Public  Library 
income  c  2S8;  Boston  Heating  Co.  a  309,  310,  337;  Boston  Belting  Co. 
a  1S5;  dead  and  dangerous  treesa26S;  Industrial  School,  South  Cove 
a  337;  Grammar  school-house,  South  Boston  a  345;  visit  of  city  council 
of  Philadelphia  a  546;  letter  from  Hon.  Wm.  O'Brien  a  5S4;  gravel  bank 
on  Berry  st.  a  5S4;  flag  and  flag-staffs,  etc.  a  5S5,  5S6;  stone  edging  to 
frog  pond  a  5S6;  pumping-machinery  a  613  ;  police  matrons  a  613;  sup- 
plementary appropriation  bill  a  631,  632;  Monument  to  Crispus  Attucks 
et  als.  a  633;  Roxbury  High-school  site  a  660;  Cedar  Grove  cemetery 
a  661 ;  Stony  Brook  Improvement  a  691 ;  John  A.  Hawes  Post,  No.  159, 
3692;  Long  Island  c  699;  Roxbury  Canal  land  c  703  :  special  meeting 
common  council  c  721  ;  negotiation  of  loans  a  734;  desecration  of  tonibs 
a  740;  statue  of  Lief  Ericson  a  740;  old  court  records  a  740;  opening  of 
streets  by  corporations  and  departments  a  741 ;  unproductive  city  prop- 
erty a  751*752;  Chelsea-st.  bridge  repairs  c  76S;  sewer  appropriation 
c  76S,  769;  Old  State  House  a  7S0;  police  matrons  c  780;  PaineBurgess 
reception  a  S22;  sewer  appropriation  a  S22 ;  Chardon-st.  school-house 
a  S23 ;  election  officers  a  S23 ;  over-valuation  c  869;  regimental  armory 
a  870;  Roxbury  High  school  a  S90;  Saturday  half-holidays  c  953-957; 
Paine-Burgess  memorial  c  957;  permanent  employment  of  workmen 
a9SS 

topics  in  address  :  committee  on  disposition  of,  appointed  c  6-report 
with  orders,  accepted,  passed  c  101 

Exeter  street. 

bay-window  :  Henry  C.  Haven,  petition  and  order  for,  hearing  a  562- 

hearing  a  613-granted  a  669 
hyatt  lights  :  Boston   Athletic  Association,    petition  to  excavate    for 

a  483-granted  a  543 
repairing  and  putting  in  order:  order  that  the  superintendent  of 

streets  include  in  estimates  a  sum  sufficient  for,  passed  a  143  c  148 

Exhibit,  Auditor's.     (See  Accounts.) 

Expenses  of  Committees  or  City  Officials.     (See  Appro- 
priations.) 


F  street. 

sidewalk  :  John  Hurley,  granted  a  S46 

Fabery,  Robert.  . 

druggist's  mortar,  Tremont  st.,  petition  a  1037-granted  a  1094 

Fabian,  F.,  et  als. 

lamps,  Idaho  St.,  petition  a  743 

Fagan,  Jane. 

petition  for  hearing  for  personal  injuries  a  9S3 

Fahey,  Thomas. 

stable,  Downer  St.,  R.,  petition  a  105-granted  a  137 

Fairfax  street. 

sewer  :  Geo.  T.  Andrew  et  als.,  petition  a  338-hearing  a  371-ordered 
a  407 

Fairview  street. 

edgestones  and    gutters   and  macadamizing :   petition   a   269- 

ordered  a  593 
lamps  :  M.  A.  King  et  als  ,  petition  8988 
stable:  John    Halligan,  petition  a  712-granted  a  757;   Thomas  Allicot 

el  als.,  remonstrance  against  a  725 

Falcon  street. 

laying  out  and  accepting  :  Glendon  Co.,  petition  a  161-report,  re- 
ferred to  street  commissioners,  accepted  a  542  c  552 

extension  anil  completion:  order  that  street  commissioners  include 
in  estimates  sum  sufficient  for,  referred  to  committee  on  appropriations 
c  144 

sewer  :  petition  a  712-order  for  hearing  a  727-hearing  a  734-ordered  a  748 

Fallen,  Geo.     (See  Allen,  Geo.  F.) 
Fallon,  J.  D. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 
sewer,  Carolina  St.  W.R.,  petition  a 214 


Fallon,  J.  P. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Fallon,  N.  C. 

appointed  assistant  harbor-master  a  73-confirmed  am 

Fallon,  Patrick. 

appointed  field-driver  and  pound-keeper  a  751-confirmed  a  776 
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FALMOUTH   STREET 


FERREIRA 


Falmouth  street. 

coal-holes  :  P.  Graffam,  petition  a  241-granted  a  277 

edgestones  and  sidewalk  :  petition  a  662-granted  a  693 

grade  :   Peter  Graffam,  petition  a  483 

macadamizing  :  petition  a  743 

sewer  :  petition  a  51-order  for  hearing  a  74S-hearing  a  751-ordered  a  77S 

steam-engine  :  Bosworth  &  French,  petition  a  4S3-granted  a  566 

Faneuil. 

steam-efiigine  :  S.  S.  White,  petition  a  1015 

Faneuil  Hall. 

committee  :  appointed  a  57 

care  of :  order  that  committee  on  ordinances  consider  and  report  what 
changes,  if  any,  should  be  made  in  sect.  7,  chap  36,  Rev.  Ord.,  passed 
c  2S7  a  31 1  ;  report,  no  action  necessary,  accepted  a  S52  c  S59 

use  of:  B.  Read  Wales  et  als.,  petition  a  51-granted  a  77 ;  R.  L. 
Greene  et  als.,  petition  a74,  105-granted  a  1 16;  John  D.  Driscoli,  petition 
a  74-granted  a  116;  Massachusetts  department,  G.A.R.,  granted  a  116; 
M.  J.  Bishop  et  a/s.,  petition  a  135-granted  a  137;  L.  B.  Bates  el  als.,  pe- 
tition a  135-granted  a  137;  Firemen's  Veteran  Association,  petition  a  214- 
granted  a  252;  D.  Shehan  et  als.,  petition  a  241-gninteda  275  ;  W.  P.  Cher- 
rington  tt  a/s.,  granted  a  314;  Daniel  P.  Sullivan  et  a/s.,  granted  a  314; 
petition  a  537-granted  a  542  ;  W.  Johnson  et  a/s.,  petition  a  34S-granted 
a  374;  National  Lancers,  petition  a  371-granted  a  373;  A.  &  H. 
Artillery  Co.,  petition  a  371-granted  a  373;  D.  R.  Pierce  et  a/s.,  peti- 
tion a  45S-granted  a  479;  James  Wemyss,  Jr.,  et  a/s..  granted  a  565- 
report,  discussed,  refused  a  637-639;  petition  of  K.  M.  Chamberlain, 
P.  O'Neill  Larkin,  Wm.  Murray,  and  Henry  W.  Browne  et  a/s. 
against  use  of,  June  21,  by  celebrating  queen's  jubilee  a  $S7-report  a  637, 
638-discussed,  order  for  use  of,  to  celebrate  queen's  jubilee,  refused 
a  639;  E.  M.  Chamberlain  granted  a  637;  order  to  appoint  special 
committee  to  investigate  why  hall  was  not  opened  to  E.  M.  Chamber- 
lain et  als.,  discussed,  passed  a  675,  676;  preambles  and  resolutions  re- 
lating to  the  use  of  Faneuil  hall  for  queen's  jubilee,  discussed  c  64S- 
654-paSoed  c  653;  Grand  Lodge  Mass.  A. O.U.W.,  petition  a725-granted 
a  737;  Boston  Veteran  Firemen's  Association,  petition  a  735-granted 
a  746;  James  H.  Stirk  et  a/s.,  petition  a  743-discussed  a  75S-76i-granted 
a  761 ;  N.  E.  Chase  et  als.,  pelition  a  752-refused  a  779;  P.  O'Neill  Larkin 
et  als.,  petition  a  775-discussed  a  Soi,  So2-granted  a  S02;  James  W.  Car- 
roll el  als.,  petition  a  775-granted  a  S02;  Hugh  O'Brien,  mayor,  granted 
a  S22;  Chas.  E.  Allen,  petition  a  S23 -gran ted  a  S46;  N.  Furlong,  petition 
a  823-granted  a  846;  James  Waldeck  el  als.,  petition  a  S42-g ranted  aS77  ; 
Thomas  J.  Barry  et  als.  petition  a  S42-granted  a  S77 ;  E.  N.  Horsford 
et  als.,  granted  a  897;  M.  M.  Cunniff,  granted  a  932;  Chas.  E.Allen, 
petition  to  decorate  a9SS-granted  a  1010 

Faneuil  Hall  Market.     {See  Markets.) 
Faneuil  street,  Brighton. 

sewer  :  petition  a  475 

Farley,  John,  &  Sons. 

petition,  lettered  lantern,  State  st.  a  892 

Farmer,  Geo.  E. 

stable,  South  Eden  St.,  petition  a  725-granted  a  737 

bulkhead,  South  Eden  St.,  petition  a  754-refused  a  S02;  petition  a  824- 
granted  a  S46 

Farnham  street. 
stable  :  C.  Hurley,  petition  a  338-granted  a  350 

Farrell,  Edward. 

petition,  damages  to  stock  in  cellar  by  overflow  of  sewer,  Ward  St.  c  297- 
refused  a  341  c  355 ;  petition,  damages  to  property  by  sewer  a  402 

Farrell,  James. 

'  appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Farren,  Daniel. 

personal  injuries,  petition  a  1033 

Farrenden,  Anna. 

petition,  personal  injuries,  ferry-boat,  refused  a  251  c  256 

Farrington,  Horace,  ct  ah. 

lamps,  Wren  St.,  petition  a  S91 

Farrington,  John  F. 

sidewalk,  Broadway,  petition  a  401-granted  a  461 

Faulkner,  George. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Alveston  st.,  petition  a  372-granted  a  462 

Faxon,  Adaline,  Executor. 

petition  to  be  refunded  portion  of  betterments  for  Marine  Park  a  753- 
rcferred  to  committee  on  parks  a  S95  c  902-referred  to  next  government 
c  10S6  a  1094 

Faxon,  J.  F. 

steam-engine,  Uticast.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  161-hearing  a  236- 
granted  a  272 


Faxon,  Wm.,  Marian,  and  Henrietta. 

order  to  transfer  assessments  of  sewer,  Washington  St.,  D.,  passed  a  420 
petition,  partial  abatement  of  sewer  assessment,  Washington  St.,  D. 
a  691-grantcd  a  925  ;  order  to  pay  land  damages,  widening  Washington 
St.,  D.,  passed  a  720 

Fay,  H.  H. 

stable,  Beacon  St.,  petition  a  753-granted  a  777 

Fay,  Margaret. 

personal  injuries,  Mindora  St.,  refused  a  272  c  289 

Fay,  Martin. 

lamp,  Mavfair  St.,  petition  a  743 

Federal  street. 

claims  :  N.  A.  Stearns,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  S92 
steam-engine:  Geo.  F.  Blake  Manufacturing  Co.,  petition  a  105;  G. 

F.  Blake  Manufacturing  Co.,  petition  a  161-granted  a  189;  James    A. 

Hearn  &  Co.,  petition  a  983;  John  Ritchie,  petition  a  9S3-granted  a  1010 

Federal-st.  Bridge. 

draw-tenders  and  assistants:  petition,  increase  of  pava2i4-refuscd 
a  275  c  291 

Feely,  Thomas. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-connrmcd  a  313 

Feeney,  John. 

appointed  undertaker  a  263-connrmed  a  313 

Feldman,  Joseph. 

sidewalk,  Shawmut  ave.,  granted  a  373;  edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Hunt- 
ington ave.,  petition  a  S24-granted  aSg6 

Felker,  John  C,  Jr. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  458-conftrmed  a  477 

Felt,  David  O. 

petition  to  open  sidewalk,  Ash  st.,  granted  a  314 

Felts,  Daniel  V. 

sidewalk,  Maverick  sq.,  granted  3462 

Fence  Viewers. 

W.  L.  Lewis,  Geo.  A.  Spear,  and  George  Myrick  appointed  a  458-con- 
firmed  a  477 

Fenno  Court. 

stable  :  D.  M.  Yeomans,  petition  a  33S-granted  a  373 

Fenton  Place,  Dorchester. 

lamps  :  Miss  Annie  Harvey  el  als.,  petition  a  458 

Fenton  and  Duncan  streets. 

sewer  :  petition  a  269-order  of  notice  of  hearing  a  462-hearing  a  475- 
granted  a  499 

Fenwick  street. 

sewer  :  petition  a  662;  order  for  hearing  a  720-hearing  a  724 

Fera,  George. 

bay-window,  Tremont  St.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  26S 
coal-hole,  Mason  St.,  petition  a  311-granted  a  340 
bay  window,  Mason  St.,  hearing  a  345-granted  a  460 

Ferdinand,  Frank. 

coal-holes,  Warren  St.,  petition  a  31  i-granted  a  340;  steam-engine,  Warren 
St.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  735-hearing  a  751-granted  a  777- 
permit  rescinded  a  S97 

Ferdinand  street. 

sidewalk  :  petition  a  754-granted  a  802 
Ferguson,  Fannie  M. 

edgestones,  Savin  St.,  petition  a  754 

Ferguson,  Louisa. 

sidewalk,  K  St.  petition  a  614-granted  a  640 

Fernald  &  Co. 

stable,  Maverick  St.,  petition  a  931-granted  a  950 

Fernald,  John  C,  ct  al. 

petition  to  remove  telegraph  pole,  Essex  st.  aS9t 

Ferreira,  Joseph,  et  ah. 

petition  forbearing  on  amount  of  damages  due  them  for  taking  land  on 
Long  Island,  referred  to  committee  on  claims  a  662;  report,  no  action 
necessary,  accepted  c  1085  a  1090 
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Ferries,  East  Boston. 

committee  :  appointed  a  57  c  65 

directors  :  A.  C.  Whitney,  R.  F.  Kcough,  John  E.  Lynch,  John  Cnrtin, 
Edward  J.  Fly  no,  appointed  a  21-confirmed  a  53;  A.  C.Whitney,  elected 
president  a  34S  c  355 

amiuul  report:  (CD.  12)  a  76  c  Si 

appropriation  :  request,  additional,  referred  to  committee  on  appro- 
priations a  340;  petition,  appropriation  for  two  new  drops  at  North 
ferry  a  402;  order  to  transfer  from  reserved  fund  to  appropriation,  re- 
ferred to  finance  a  897 

claim:  Frank  Flynn,  petition,  damages  to  team  while  crossing  ferry 
aooi;  Mary  Noonan,  petition,  personal  injuries,  ferry-boat  Winthrop 
3870;  bark  B.  Dickerman,  compensation  for  damages  received  from 
ferry-boat  Kelly  a  gSS;  Dennis  Crowley,  petition,  personal  injuries 
a  1055-re  fused  £  1035  c  1048 

clerli  :  Horace  B.  Butler  elected  a  3^S  c  355 

deck-hands  :  James  McHugh  et  ats.,  petition,  increase  of  pay  a  135-re- 
port  of  committee  on  ferries  recommending  reference  to  directors,  ac- 
cepted a  164  c  174;  report  inexpedient  on  petition  for  restoration  of 
wages  to  former  rates  a  564  c  571 

electric  light  and  globes  :  order  that  directors  be  requested  to  cause 
to  be  kept  in  proper  condition,  passed  c  1070  a  1C93 

ferry-boat  Lincoln  :  petition  to  sell  a  742-report  and  order  for  sale, 
accepted,  passed  a  763  c  772 

free  ferries  :  order  to  run  free  on  Fourth  of  July,  passed  a  504  C6S5 

free  tolls  :  order  that  the  committee  on  legislative  matters  be  requested 
to  appear  before  the  legislature  and  advocate  the  abolition  of  tolls  on 
ferries,  assigned  c  59-discussed  c  66-6S-passed  c  6S-discussed  a  75,  76- 
passed  a  76 

horses  for  the  South  ferry  :  order  to  place  a  horse  on  each  side  of 
the  South  ferry  at  low  tide  and  slippery  weather  for  the  purpose  of  aid- 
ing teamsters  in  getting  their  teams  off  the  boat,  referred  to  directors  of 
East  Boston  ferries  c  59  a  75;  order  to  place  one  or  more  horses  to  aid 
teamsters,  etc.,  discussed  c  644,  645-passed  c  645-indeiinitely  postponed 
a  656  c  67S;  order  to  place  a  couple  of  horses  on  each  side  South  ferry, 
discussed,  passed  c  677 ;  order  for,  on  South  ferry,  etc.,  referred  to 
committee  on  East  Boston  ferries  a  692 

Lincoln  wharf  damages:  order  to  transfer  to  appropriation  a  sum 
sufficient  to  meet  the  judgment  of  court  damages,  discussed,  referred  to 
finance  a  191,  192;  report  on  order  to  transfer,  that  no  action  is  neces 
sary,  accepted  a  S77  c  SS4 

new  piers  :  order  for  appropriation  for,  referred  to  committee  on  ap- 
propriations a  595  ;  report,  no  further  action  necessary  a  694  c  70S 

North  ferry  :  A.  C.  Whitney  ct  als.,  petition,  electric  lights  a  724 

quarterly  report  :  a  141  c  J47  a  477  c  506  a  736  c  769  a  932  c  95S 

tolls  :  order  to  consider  and  report  what  reduction  is  desirable  in  the 
present  rates,  referred  to  committee  on  East  Boston  ferries  c  256-report 
no  action  necessary,  accepted  c  369  a  37;  ;  order  that  the  tariffof  tolls  for 
foot-passengers  and  teams  be  amended  and  established,  to  take  effect 
May  1,  iSS7-amendments,  etc.,  given  a  351-discussed,  assigned,  and 
ordered  printed  a  352-assigned  a  377-amended,  assigned  a  425-discussed 
a  4S4,  4Ss-laid  on  table  a  48s-passed  a  594 

tollman  :  John  C.  Pike,  Jr.,  bond  approved  a  1018 

topics  in  mayor's  address  :  referred  c  101  a  106-report  no  further 
action  necessary  a  164  c  174 

vacation  for  employees:  order  to  provide  two  weeks'  vacation 
without  loss  of  pay,  etc.,  discussed  c  503,  504-passed  c  504  a  537 

Ferrin  street,  Charlestown. 

sewer :  Margaret  O'Connor,  petition,  abatement  assessment  a  614- 
granteda672;  Catherine  Ryan,  petition,  abatement  assessment  a  634- 
granted  a  694;  G.  Warst,  petition,  abatement  assessment  a634~granted 
a  694;  James  Lamb,  order  to  abate  assessment,  passed  a  675 ;  John  Mon- 
gan  and  }ohn  Nason,  petition,  abatement  sewer  assessment  a6c)2-granted 
3727;  Ellen  Mulholland,  assessment  abated  a  694;  C.  Fitzpatrick,  peti- 
tion, abatement  assessment  a  712-granted  a  727:  Thomas  Flannigan 
heirs,  petition,  abatement  assessment  a  725-granted  a  736;  Ellen  F. 
Dinneen,  petition,  abatement  assessment  a  725-granted  a  736;  Mrs. 
Dennis  Kelly,  petition,  abatement  assessment  a  735-refused  a  77S;  order 
to  abate  assessment,  B.  Gibbons,  passed  a  S94  ;  Regina  Crimmins,  peti- 
tion, abatement  assessment  a  icoS-refused  a  1063;  Thomas  Gill,  assess- 
ment abated  a  1064 

Field,  Geo.  V. 

appointed  undertaker  a  268-confirmed  a  313 

Field-Drivers  and  Pound-Keepers. 

James  V.  Chase,  Daniel  W.  Clark,  East  Boston  ;  Wm.  T.  McChesney, 
South  Boston;  Bernard  Crosby,  S.  E.  Partridge,  A.  M.  Harris,  Rox- 
bury;  Henry  Griffith,  Dorchester;  M.  Wheyland,  West  Roxbury; 
Patrick  J.  Welch,  Jonathan  McConnell,  Brighton;  appointed  a  458- 
connrmed  a  477;  Henry  J.  Murray,  East  Boston,  appointed  a  631-con- 
firmed  a  666;  Patrick  Fallon,  appointed  a  751-coniirmd  a  776;  George 
W.  Roberts,  appointed  a  945-contirmed  a  9S5 

Field,  Henry. 

druggist's  mortar,  Field's  cor.,  petition  a  45S-refused  a  479 

Field,  R  M. 

license,  Boston  Museum,  granted  a  746 

Field  street. 

edgestones  :  petition  a  725 

grading  and  putting  in  order:  F.  Bleilcr  et  als.,  petition  8214- 
ordered  a  617 
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Field's  Coiner. 

druggist's  mortar  :  Henry  Field,  petition  a  4SS-refused  a  479 

Fifth  Street. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk :  petition  a  401-granted   a  480;   petition 

a  552-granted  a  72S 
sidewallt  :  petition  a  614-granted  a  640 
stahle  :  Pearce  Bros.,  granted  a  671 

Finance. 

committee  :  appointed  a  57  c  65 

limit  of  taxation  and  indebtedness:  report  of  committee  on 
legislative  affairs  to  whom  was  referred  as  unfinished  business  the  or- 
der of  last  vear  for  mayor  to  petition  the  legislature  for  an  increase  in 
the  limit  of  taxation  and  municipal  indebtedness,  etc.,  with  new  order, 
accepted,  discussed  c  101,  102-pnssed  c  102  a  106,  107 

disposition  of  liquor-license  fees:  ordinance  to  amend  chap.  15, 
Rev.  Ord.,  relating  to,  referred  to  finance  c  2S7~report  that  ordinance 
ought  to  pass,  accepted,  passed  a  342-discussed  c  360,  361 -passed  c  361 

interest  appropriation  :  order  to  place  to  the  credit  of  appropiiation 
all  amounts  received  by  treasurer  for  interest  accrued  on  loans  sold, 
passed  a  764  c  771 

negotiation  of  loans:  communication  from  mayor  transmitting 
communication  from  city  treasurer  relating  to,  referred  to  committee  on 
finance  a  734-report,  with  order,  accepted,  assigned  c  794 

chap.  15  :  ordinance  to  amend,  ordered  printed,  referred  to  committee 
on  ordinances  c  S3i-report,  accepted,  indefinitely  postponed  a  S95  c  960 

Financial  Reports. 

ment.) 

Finn  Bros. 

stable,  Ruthven  St.,  R.,  petition  a  1015-granted  a  1035 
Finn,  John,  et  als. 

lamps,  Ruthven  St.,  petition  a  9SS 

Finn,  Michael. 

appointed  measurer  of  grain  a  212-confirmed  a  242 

Finnegan,  P. 

edgestones  and  sidewalks,  Greenwich  St.,  petition  a  214;  edgestones  and 
sidewalks,  Greenwich  st.  and  Dorchester  ave.,  granted  a  S2S;  side- 
walks,  Dorchester  ave.,  petition  a  214 

Finneran,  Mary  A. 

petition  to  be  paid  balance  tax  sale  of  estate,  George  St.,  R.  a  823-granted 
a  S95  c  903 

Finney,  N.  G. 

petition,  license  for  petroleum  a  725-granted  a  IC95 

Finnican,  Maria. 

edgestones,  East  Fifth  St.,  granted  a  719 

Fire  Commissioners.      (See  Fire.) 
Fire  Department. 

committee  :  appointed  a  57  c  65 

commissioners  :  Walter  H.  French,  appointed  a  21-confirmation  re- 
fused a  54-appointed  a  73-discussed  a  110,  111-confirmation  refused 
a  m-appointed  a  iS5-refused  confirmation  a  215;  Richard  F.  Tobin,  ap- 
pointed a  239,  240-not  confirmed  a  271  ;  R.  F.  Tobin,  appointed  a  3C9- 
confirmed  a  339;  notice  of  organization,  Robert  G.  Fitch,  chairman, 
F.  \V.  Smith,  jr.,  clerk  a  477  c  506;  ordinance  to  amend  chap.  6,  Rev. 
Ord.,  relating  to  increase  of  salary,  referred  to  committee  on  fire  de- 
partment a  252-report,  discussed  a  541,  542-passed  a  542-discussed  c  55S, 
559-laid  over  a  559-called  up  c  630-discussed  c  654,  655-passed  c  655 

annual  report:  (CD.  Si)  c  703  a  713 

appropriation  :  order  for  additional  appropriation,  referred  to  com- 
mittee on  appropriations  a  594 

aerial  turn-table  trucks  order  to  purchase,  etc.,  referred  to  commit- 
tee on  fire  department  a  935-reconsidered  and  passed  a  936  c  9S2  ;  order 
to  purchase  one  first-class  patent  aerial-ladder  truck,  discussed,  passed 
c   1021  a  1034 

bridge,  diaries  river  :  notice  of  hearing  from  harbor  and  land  com- 
missioners on  petition  to  construct  a  693 

call  members  :  petition  for  increase  of  pay  a  1S5 

Charitable  Association  :  order  to  allow  and  pay  certain  sum  to  dec- 
orate graves  Memorial  day,  discussed  a  543,  544-pa'ssed  a  544  c  557 

chemical  engine  for  Canterbury  :  order  that  fire  commissioners 
be  requested  to  consider  expediency  of,  referred  to  committee  on  fire 
department  a  462-rcport  accepted,  passed  a  541  c  557 

chemical  engine,  Charlestown  :  order  to  place  and  put  in  service 
a  chemical  engine,  referred  to  committee  on  fire  department  a  675; 
report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  7S4  a  799 

chemical  engine,  South  Boston:  order  that  fire  commissioners 
include  in  estimates  sum  sufficient  to  provide,  referred  to  committee  on 
appropriations  c  117 

claims  :  Marcus  B.  McCarthy,  petition  to  be  paid  sum  due  for  services 
a  931 ;  Elizabeth  McKay,  personal  injuries,  refused  c  I0S5 

Clapp  &.  Jones,  engines  :  communication  from  commissioners,  with 
order,  authorizing  purchase  of  engine,  etc.,  passed  a  9So-assigned 
c  1005-passed  c  1014 
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Fire  Department,  continued. 

condition  of*  fire-boat :  communication  from  commissioners  relative 
to,  referred  to  committee  on  fire  department  c  678 

engine -House  on  Hieverett  St.:  communication  from  commissioners 
on  order  of  last  year  to  report  site  with  price  for  engine-house  for  com- 
pany No.  6,  referred  to  committee  on  fire  department  c  27-report  with 
order,  accepted,  passed  a  139-discussed  c  150-152-assignea  c  152,  179- 
discussed  c  200-203-amended,  passed  c  203  a  214 

engine-house  3Io.  O  :  order  to  proceed  with  construction,  etc.,  passed 
a  544  c  557 

Engine  Co.  IVo.  14  :  report  of  committee  on  fire  department  upon 
petition  of  L.  Prang  &  Co.  (hat  the  district  would  be  better  protected 
if  company  were  made  a  permanent  organization,  referred  to  fire  com- 
missioners a  1 13 

engine-house;  Cabot  st.  :  report  on  order  to  sell,  that  order  ought 
not  pass,  accepted  a  620-discussed,  recommitted  c  656 

extinguishment  of  fires  at  Deer  island  :  communication  from 
commissioners  relative  to  a  563;  report,  with  order,  accepted,  passed 
a  694  c  70S 

fires  and  alarms  :  report  for  1SS6  a  23  c  27;  a  141  c  147;  a  349  c  355; 
a  477  c  506;  a  617  c  656;  a  736  c  769;  a  754  c  769;  a  932  c  958;  a  1018 

fire-extinguisher  :  Geo.  F.  \Vade,  petition  to  test  Harden  fire  ex- 
tinguisher  a  214 

fire-marshal  :  John  F.  Newbegin  appointed  constable  in  office  a  157- 
refused  confirmation  a  1S6;  first  annual  report,  ordered  printed  c  571— in- 
definitely postponed  a  5S7 

holiday  for  members:  order  to  report  expediency  of  allowing  mem- 
bers one  holiday  a  week,  passed  a  loiq-discusscd  c  1022-1024-passed 
c  1024 ;  communication  from  commissioners  relating  to  a  1062  c  1072 

IIook-and-Ladder  Co.  JVo.  13:  order  to  consider  expediency  of 
making  it  a  permanent  company,  referred  to  committee  on  fire  depart- 
ment c  256-report,  accepted,  order  passed  a  541  c  557 

Hose  G  :  order  that  the  fire  commissioners  consider  the  expediency  of 
adding  another  permanent  man,  referred  to  committee  on  fire  depart- 
ment c  So-report  referring  to  commissioners,  accepted  c  155,  a  161-com- 
munication  from  commissioners  relative  to  c  174  a  1S6 

pay  of  call  men  :  order  that  fire  commissioners  be  requested  to  in- 
clude in  estimates  sum  sufficient  to  increase  the  pay  o{  call  men  in  Dor- 
chester, West  Roxbury,  and  Brighton  to  the  same  amount  as  paid  to 
men  in  Roxbury,  referred  to  committee  on  appropriations  c  117-report 
no  action  necessary,  accepted  a  18S  c  104 

ladder-house  in  Roslindale  :  oraer  to  prepare  plans  and  estimates 
for  new  building,  passed  a  139-discussed,  passed  c  150 

pay  of  assistant  fire-engineers:  communication  from  commis- 
sioners favoring  increase  ol  pay  c  14-referred  to  committee  on  fire  de- 
partment a  23-report  concurring  with  commissioners,  accepted  c  133 
a  H7 

engineers  and  assistants  :  report  on  order  of  last  year  asking  if 
there    is  any  reason   for  not  increasing  pay,  no  action   necessary  c  133 

a  J37 

pay  of  members  :  order  that  fire  commissioners  include  in  estimates 
sum  sufficient  to  make  changes  in  the  pay  of  certain  members,  referred 
to  committee  on  fire  department  c  147;  order  that  fire  commissioners  be 
requested  to  establish  salaries  of  permanent  members,  etc.,  with  instruc- 
tion to  report  extra  cost,  referred  to  committee  on  fire  department  a  252 
c  256-report  called  fora5oi-report  no  action  necessary  a  541  c  54S-report, 
referred  to  fire  commissioners  a  541-discussed  C54S,  549-referred,  in  con- 
currence c  549;  communication  from  commissioners  relative  to  a  563-re- 
ferred  to  committee  on  fire  department  c  571-report  c  612-substitute 
adopted,  passed  c  65S  a  666 

petroleum  :  order  to  petition  legislature  for  passage  of  an  act  modify- 
ing the  present  laws  in  relation  to  manufacturing,  etc.,  referred  to  com- 
mittee on  ordinances  c  26-report  that  order  ought  to  pass,  accepted, 
passed  a  113-discussed,  passed  c  120;  order  that  committee  on  ordi- 
nances be  requested  to  consider  and  report  what  changes  are  desirable 
in  chap.  52,  Rev.  Ord.,  relating  to  prosecutions  for  unlicensed  sales  of, 
referred  to  committee  on  ordinances  c  2SS-report,  accepted,  ordinance 
passed  c  689,  690 

petroleum  and  eoal  oils  inspector:  N.  Porter  Cleaves  appointed 
a  371-confirmed  a  406;  R.  F.  Means,  Joshua  Cleaves,  appointed  a  45S- 
confirmed  a  477 

gasoline  : 

Walworth  Manf.  Co.:  petition,  license  a  725-grantcd  a  803 

licenses  : 

Allen,    Bradley,  &  Co.:  petition,    license,    petroleum  a  945-granted 

a  jocg 
Finney,  N.  G. :  petition,  license  a  725-granted  a  1095 
Gii.moke,  Edward  S.  :  petition,  license  to  sell  petroleum,  etc.  a  371 
Jenney  M'f'g  Co.  :  petition,  license  a  33S-granted  a  591 ;  petition  for 

license  a  735-granted  a  803 
Longfellow,  Henry  W. :  petition,  license,  petroleum  a  475 
Maverick  Oil  Co.  :  petition,  license  for  sale  of  petroleum,  etc.  a  561  ; 

petition  to  unload  tank  of  naphtha  a  735 
Mellev,  Patuick  :  petition,  license  tor  petroleum  a  536 
Merrill,  E.  O.  &  F.  H. :  petition,  license  a  338 
Monast,  T.  D. :  petition,  license  for  petroleum  a  871 
Simpson,  John  B  :  petition,  license,  petroleum,  a  921-granted  a  1009 
Underhay  &  Co. :  petition,  license  for  petroleum,  etc.  a  561  ;  granted 

a  763 
Wiiittemoke,  C.  A.  &  Co. :  petition  license  a  33$-granted  a  591 

removal  of  ice  and  snow  from  hydrants  :  order  that  fire  com. 
missioners  include  in  annual  estimates  sum  sufficient  to  employ 
laborers  for,  referred  to  committee  on  fire  department  cS7-repoi  t,  recom- 
mending reference  to  commissioners  c  155  a  161 -communication  from 
commissioners  relative  to  c  173,  174  a  1S6 

South  Koston  tire  dept. :  report  of  finance  on  unfinished  business 
of  last  year,  relative  to  providing  appropriation   for   a   new  hook-and- 


Fire  Department,  continued, 

ladder   house    in   South  Boston,  and    new   engine-house,    Washington 

Village,  that  no  action  is  necessary  a  112  c  118 
test  oif  fire-extinguisher :    F.  B.  Abbott,  order  that   permission  be 

granted  to  give  a  test  exhibition  of  fire-extinguisher  in   Post-Office  sq., 

etc.,  discussed,  amended,  passed  a  52 
vacation:  order  that  employees  be  paid  before  vacation,  passed  c  645 

a  666 
Veteran  Firemen's  Association  :  order  that  all  city  employees  who 

are  members  be  allowed  holiday  Sept.  12,  passed  a  766  c  771 
poles  : 

Allston  st.  :  petition,  poles  a  725-granted  a  746 

Appleton  st.  :  petition,  poles  a  823-granted  a  933 

Columbia  st.,  D. :  petition  to  erect  poles  a  160-granted  a  216 

East  Second  st.  :  petition,  poles  a  743-granted  a  746 

Howard  ave.,  D. :  petition,  pole  a  870-granted  a  933 

Lake  St.,  B. :  petition  to  erect  poles  a  160-granted  a  216 

Ml  Washington  ave.  :  petition  to  attach  a  brace  to  two  poles  of  Bal- 
timore and  Ohio  Telegraph  Co.  a  310-granted  a  340 

Northfield  st.  :  poles,  granted  a  139 

Virginia  st.  :  poles,  granted  a  139 

Walnut  ave.,  Seaver,  Dennis,  and  G  sts.:  petition,  poles  3561- 
granted  a  673 

West  Seventh  st.  :  petition,  pole  a  725-granted  a  746 

Fire-Proof  Vaults.     (See  Old  State-House.) 
Firemen's  Veteran  Association. 

petition  for  use  of  Faneuil  hall  a  214 

First  Baptist  Church,  Roxbury. 

order  to  remove  tree  in  front  of  church,  passed  a  929 

First  Congregational  Society. 

sidewalk,  Centre  St.,  granted  a  499 

First  Reformed  Presbyterian  Congregation. 

sidewalk,  Ferdinand  St.,  petition  a  754-granted  a  S02 

First  Regiment   Encampment.     (See    Armories    and    City 

Council.) 

First  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers.  (See  Armories.) 

First  street. 
edge  stones  :  petition  a  S42 
sewer  :  petition,  better  sewerage  a  634 

Fisher,  Charles. 

sidewalk.  Cottage  st.,  granted  a  617 

Fisher,  G.  N.,  et  ah. 

lamp,  Devens  St.,  C,  petition  a  45S 

order  to  allow  to  trim  tree,  Bunker  Hill  st.,  passed  a  543 

Fisher,  George  N.,  Jr.,  Councilman,  Ward  4. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed  :  committee  on  topics  in  mayor's  address  c  6;  badges  c  12; 
claims,  contingent  expenses.  East  Boston  ferries,  printing  mayor's  ad- 
dress, contingent  expenses,  badges  c  65,  66;  seventeenth  of  June  c  28S; 
centennial  anniversary  of  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  c  677 

remarks  :  civil-service  examinations  c  32S;  vacation  for  ferry  employees 
c  503  ;  East  Boston  ferries  c  677 

Fisk,  Miss  M.  F.,  et  ah. 

petition,  removal,  police  signal-box,  West  st.  a  842 

petition  to  project  gloved  hand,  West  st.  a  921-granted  a  1018 

Fiske,  J.   N. 

coal-hole,  Donne  st.,  petition  a  776-granted  a  S46 

steam-main,  Doane  st.,  petition  a  776-hearing  a  797,  $6S-granted  a  925 

Fitch,  Henry  H.(  et  ah.,  Trustees. 

edgestones,  Huntington  ave.,  petition  a  735-granted  a  747 
sidewalk,  Huntington  ave.,  petition  a  79S-granted  a  S76 

Fitch,  Robert  G. 

elected  chairman  fire  commissioners  a  477  c  506 

Fitchburg  R.R.  Co. 

Imi  i  Id  Ing  :  petition  to  erect,  Warren  ave.,  granted  a  54^  c  54S 
extension  pier  :  Harbor  and  Land  Commissioners,  notice  of  hearing 

on  petition  to  build,  placed  on  file  a  S74 
railroad  police:  notice  of  appointment  a5SS 
unclaimed  baggage  :  petition  to  sell  a3io-report  with  order  to  sell, 

accepted,  passed  a  349 

Fitzgerald,  John  E. 

order  extending  thanks  of  city  council  for  oration  on  fourth  of  July,  and 
request  to  furnish  copy  for  publication,  passed  a  697  c  70S 
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Fitzgerald,  M.  J.  &  J.  D. 

petition,  abatement,  assessment  against  their  estate,  B  St.  a  372-granted 
a4°7 

Fitzgerald,  Maurice,  et  ah. 

petition,  extension  ofWillard  St.  c  256;  report,  recommending-  reference 
to  street  commissioners  for  extension  of  Willard  St.,  accepted  a  763 
C771 

Fitzgerald,  Michael. 

stable,  Centre  St.,  petition  a  475-granted  a  490 

Fitzpatrick,  Catharine. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Ferrin  st.  a  712-granted  a  727 

Flagg,  Fred  D. 

stable,  Centre  St.,  W.R.,  petition  a  753-granted  a  77S 

Flags,  Flagstaffs,  etc. 

care  of:  communication  from  mayor  transmitting  communication  from 
police  commissioners  relative  to,  referred  to  committee  on  finance  a  5S5, 
5S6;  report  with  ordinance,  accepted,  passed  a  641  c  658 

Flaherty,  Bridget. 

personal  injuries,  G  St.,  petition  a  536-refused  a  636  c  656;  personal  inju- 
ries, G  St.,  refused  a  720  c  723 

Flanagan,  James. 

order  to  pay  land  damages  by  laying  out  Sackville  St.  a  77 

Flannigan,  Thomas,  Heirs. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Ferrin  St.  a  725-granted  a  736 

Flatley,  M.  J. 

petition,  sewer,  North  st.  a  712 

Fleet,  Isaac  O. 

steam-engine,  Sumner  St.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  161-hearing 
a  236-granted  a  272 

Fleming,  P. 

sewer,  King  St.,  petition  a  735 

Fletcher,  Walter  E.,  et  ah. 

lamps,  Peter  St.,  petition  a  775 

Fletcher,  Wm. 

petition,  license  to  run  barges  a  475-granted  a  543 

Flint,  D.  B. 

stable,  Newbury  St.,  petition  a  S23~granted  a  S46 

Florence  street,  West  Roxbury. 

damages  :  M.  Norton,  petition,  damages  to  estate  a  311-refused  a  350 
C355;  Thomas   Carey,  petition,  damages  to   estate  a  311;  refused  a  350 

c  355 
grading  :  petition  a  743 
lamps  :  C.  Brooks  et  ats.,  petition  a  1015 
plank-walk  :  S.  W.  Cunningham,  petition  a  34S 
sewer  :  petition  a  135,  932-order    for  hearing   a  94S-ordered  a  1009 
trees  :  Henry  A.  Wood,  petition  to  plant  a  9S3~granted  a  991 

Flowers  and  Plants.      (See  Common  and  Public  Squares.) 
Floyd,  Eliza,  Heirs  of. 

land  damages,  Blue  Hill  ave.,  referred  to  committee  on  sewers  a  9S6  C995 

Floyd,  Pratt,  &  Rounds. 

petition,  sign,  Washington  st.  a  4S3-refused  a  5S8 

Flusk,  E.  C,  et  ah. 

remonstrance  against  stable,  Adams  st.  a  214 

Flynn,  Edward  J. 

appointed  director  of  East  Boston  ferries  a  21-confirmed  a  53 

Flynn,  Frank. 

petition,  damages  to  property  while  crossing  ferry  a  691 

Fogg,  Ella  F. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  East  Sixth  St.,  petition  a  712-granted  a  929 

Folan,  Martin  T. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Folger,  Thomas. 

bond  as  constable  approved  a  162 

Follan,  Wm.  L. 

stable,  Seaverns  ave.,  petition  a  753-granted  a  778 


Folsom,  Alice  G. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Boston  St.,  petition  aojii-granted  a  73S 

Folsom,  William  A. 

edgestones,  Hillside  St.,  granted  a  462;  granted  a  876 

Folsom  street,  West  Roxbury. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk  :  petition  a  725-granted  a  762 
stables  :  A.  Meyers,  petition  a  241-granted  a  275 
steam-engine  :  A.  C.  Force,  granted  a  806 

Folts,  David  B, 

order  to  lay  sidewalk,  Bremen  St.,  passed  a  545 

Forbush,  W.  D.,  et  ah. 

sewer,  Schuyler  St.,  petition  a  459 

Force,  A.  C. 

steam-engine,  Folsom  St.,  granted  a  S96 

Force,  Sarah  E. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Folsom  St.,  petition  a  725-granted  a  763 

Forest  Hills  street. 

sewer  :  petition  a634~order  for  hearing  a672-hearing  actji-ordered  a  720 

Forest  Spring  Water  Co. 

petition  to  locate  stand,  Milk  st.  a  536-granted  a  566 

Forest  street. 

building:  John  J.  Ahern,  petition  to  move  a  725-granted  a  73S 
sewer:  St.  Patrick  Educational  Society,  petition,  abatement,  assessment 

a  712-granted  a  735;  John  J.  Williams,  petition,  abatement,  assessment 

a  797-granted  a  82S;  St.  Patrick's  Educational  Society,   petition,  abate- 

ment,  assessment  a  1033 
sidewalk:  petition  a  401-granted  a  617;  petition  a  712-granted  a  728; 

St.  Patrick's  Educational   Society,   assessment,  abated  a  1040 
stable:   A.  T.  Whiting,  petition  a  S23 
tree  :  order  to  remove,  passed  a  779 

Forgie,  James. 

stable,  East  Eighth  St.,  petition  a  734-granted  a  746 

Forristall,  George  W. 

appointed  superintendent  of  health  a  21-assigned  a  54— laid  on  table  a  76- 
inotion  to  take  from  table,  lost  a  142-taken  from  table  confirmed  a  192 

Forsyth,  John,  el  ah. 

electric  light,  Tremont  St.,  petition  a  S42 

Fort  Hill  square. 

steam-engine  :  G.  D.  Dows  &  Co.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing 
a  983-hearing  a  1015-granted  a  1034 

Fort  Point  Channel  Bridges.     (See  Bridges.) 

Foss,  M.  H.,  et  als. 

sewer,  Harvard  St.,  D.,  petition  a  241 

Foss,  William  A.,  Councilman,  Ward  2. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed  :  committee  on  rules  and  orders  of  city  council  c  6;  topics  in 
mayor's  address  c  6;  badges  c  12;  improved  sewerage  c  19;  claims, 
finance,  schools  and  school-houses,  joint  rules  and  orders,  improved 
sewerage,  mayor's  address,  contingent  expenses,  badges  c  65,  66;  fourth 
of  July  c  325 ;  entertainment  of  city  council  of  Philadelphia  c  551 ;  centen- 
nial anniversary  of  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  c  677 

remarks:  carriages  for  officers  and  reporters  c  60;  abolition  of  ferry 
tolls  c  66,  67;  salaries  for  members  of  city  council  c  71 ;  ancient  history 
c  72;  McGaragle  &  Co.'s  claim  c  257,  260;  Bliss  claim  c  602;  items  of 
bills  called  for  c  1052,  1053 

Foster,  Charles  C. 

sidewalk,  Roxbury  St.,  petition  a  754-granted  a  762 

Foster,  Frank  W. 

steam-engine,  Causeway  St.,  petition  a  401-granted  a  460 

Foster,  Frederick  A. 

sidewalk,  Walnut  ave.,  petition  776 

Foster,  W.  B. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Ninth  St.,  petition  a  311 

Foster  court,  Brighton. 

building  :  H.  S.  Angus,  petition  to  move  granted  a  407 

Foster  Street. 

sewer  :  ordered  a  407 

stable  :  Samuel  J.  Wilder,  petition  a459-granted  a  479;  Geo.  Goodfellow, 
petition  a  797-granted  a  S26 
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Fottler.  Charles. 

stable,. Harvard  st.,D.,  petition  a  743-withdrawn  a  757 
Fottler,  Jacob. 

lamps,  Derne  St.,  passage-way,  petition  a  613 

Fottler,  Jacob,  Councilman,  "Ward  10. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed:  committee  on  elections  c  6;  reservoir  lot  c  11;  mar- 
kets, sale  of  the  reservoir  lot,  elections  c  65,  66;  salaries  c  90;  investi- 
gation of  bridges  c  129;  fourth  of  July  c  325 

remarks  :  civilities  to  distinguished  visitors  c  13;  Ward  4  contested 
election  C44;  market  leases  c  177;  McGaragle  claim  c  259;  new  Cam- 
bridge bridge  c  359;  charges  for  railroad  franchises  c  469;  entertainment 
of  Editor  O'Brien  c  573;  Beacon-hill  reservoir  lot  c  601;  Saturday 
half-holidays  c  796;  Beacon-hill  reservoir  c  S35,  S39;  police  matron 
CS56;  magistrate  at  police  stations  c  906,  907;  Telegraph  Hill  c  911; 
holiday  State  and  municipal  elections  c  913,  915 ;  Mt.  Hope  Cem- 
etery a  905 ;  tire  department  holiday  c  1023;  election  laws  c  1075;  refer 
ence  of  orders  to  next  government  c  107S;  closing  proceedings  c  10S6 

resigned  :  committee  on  4th  of  July  c  630 

Fottler,  Stedman  W. 

stable,  Tileston  ave.,  D.,  petition  a  931-granted  a  950 

Foundry  street. 

building  :  Old  Colony  R.R.   Co.,  petition  to  erect  a  753-granted  c  S20 

aS2t 
paving  :  petition  to  pave  with  granite  blocks  a  241 

Fountain  Place. 

lamp  :  G.  W.  Copeland  et  a/s.,  petition  a  402 

Fountains,  Drinking.     (See  Water.) 
Fourth  of  July. 

.    bells  to  be  rung  :  order  for  mayor  to  cause  bells  to  be  rung,  passed 

c  645  a  656 
carriages  :    order  to   provide    for   members,  etc.,  discussed  c  6S7,  6SS- 

passea  c  6SS 
celebration  :  order  that  special  committee  be  appointed  to  consider  and 

report  plan  with  expense  for,  passed,  commitlee  appointed  c  32$  3330- 

partial  report,  accepted  a  501  c  509;  to  pay  John  F.  Leary  certain  sum 

for  use   of  steam-launch,  passed  c  994  a  10C9 
expenditure  of  money  :  order  that  the  mayor  appoint  two  persons 

who  shall  have  authority  to  spend  money  according  to  the  programme 

prepared  by  committee,  passed  a  342  c  557 
free  ferries: :  order  to  run  free,  etc.,  passed  a  594 
flass  :  order  to  cause  the  flags  to  be  displayed,  passed  c  570  a  5SS 
oration  :  order  extending  thanks  of  Citv  Council  to  John  E.  t'itzgerald 

for  oration,  and  requesting  copy  for  publication,  passed  a  697  c  70S 

Fourth  street. 

poles  :  Boston  Electric  Light  Co.,  granted  a  933 

tree  :  order  to  trim,  passed  a  218,  331 ;  J.  A.  Davis,  petition  to  trim  a  34S; 
James  Wood,  petition  to  trim  a  661  ;  Mrs.  O.  W.  Rumery  et  a/s.,  peti- 
tion to  trim  a  823-referred  to  committee  on  common,  etc.  a  S72-granted 
a  895 

Fowle,  Geo.  W. 

lamps,  Chestnut  sq.,  W.  R.,  petition  a  S91 

Fowls. 

Banks,    Frank    B. :    petition,   compensation    for   loss   of   fowls   a  920- 

granled  a  9S7 
Baktlett,   Arthur  J.:   petition,  compensation,  loss   of  fowls   a  34S; 

granted  a  74S 
Baktlett,  MARTHA  J. :  petition,  compensation  for  loss  of  fowls  a  752 
Bovnton,  Geo.  W. :  petition  to  be  paid  for  loss  of  fowls  a  9S3 
Burgess,  John  A.:  petition,  compensation,  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs, 

granted  a  140. 
Burt,  Geo.  I..:  petition,  compensation  for  loss  of  fowls  a  371  ;  granted 

"  747 
Callahan,  Jeremiah  :  petition,  compensation  for  fowls  killed  by  dogs 

a  105-granted  a  340 
Clark,  Miss  Ellen  C. :  petition  to  be  paid  for  loss  of  fowls  killed  by 

cloys  a  240-granted  a  340 
Colgan,  Mrs.  J.  F.  :  petition,  compensation  for  loss  of  fowls  killed  by 

dogs  a  135-granted  a  340 
Cook,  Peter  :  order  to  pay  certain  sum  for  loss  of  fowls,  passed  a  140 
Cook,  Kobert:  petition,  compensation  for  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs 

a  240-granted  a  340 
Curtis,  Charles  F. :  petition,  compensation  for  loss  of  fowls  killed  by 

dogs  a  240-granted  a  340 
Dowling,  Fkank:    petition  to  be  paid  for  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dog 

a  Szj-granted  a  895 
Duke  &  Folsom  :  petition,  compensation,  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs, 

granted  a  140 
Eldkidge,   David:    petition,  compensation    for    loss   of    fowls    a    535- 

granted  a  74S ;  petition,  compensation   for  loss  of  fowls  a  931;  petition 

to  be   paid  for  loss  of  fowls  a9S3-granted  a  9S7 
FRIESE,  Henry:    petition    to  be    paid   for  loss  of   fowls  a  752-granted 

aS95 
Gross,   Mrs.   Wm.  :    petition,  compensation   for   loss  of  fowls   a  691- 

g  ranted  a  747 


Fowls,  continued. 
Hooper,  Wallace  D.,  &  Willis  C. :  petition,  compensation  for  loss 

of  fowls  a  743-granted  a  S95 
Hussey  &  Garvin:  petition,  compensation,  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs, 

granted  a  140 
Johnson,  Mrs.  A.  F. :  petition,  compensation,  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs, 

granted  a  140 
Kendrv,  L.  F. :  petition  to  be  paid  for  loss  of  fowls  a  870-granted  a  9S7 
Kielev,  Lawrence:   petition,   compensation   for  loss  of  fowls   a  775— 

gra  nted  a  895 
Knapp,  Thomas  :  petition,  compensation  for  loss  of  fowls  a  920-granted 

a9S7 
McDonald,  Mary:  petition  to  be  paid  for  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dog 

a  S23~granted  a  S95 
McLaughlin,  Wm.  E. :  petition,  compensation  for  loss  of  fowls,  granted 

a  140 
Monte,  Louis  :  petition,  compensation  for  loss  of  fowls  a  031-granted 

a  9S7 
Mulrey,  John:   petition   to  be   compensated   for   loss  of  fowls  a  311; 

granted  a  747 
Nevens,  F.  K. :  petition,  compensation  for  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs 

a  135-refused  a  340 
Newton,  W.  A.:  petition,  compensation  for  loss  of  fowls  a  920-granted 

a°S7 

Nichols,  Pereg  P.:  petition,  compensation  for  loss  of  fowls  a  920- 
granted  a  9S7 

Pool,  John  H.:  petition,  compensation,  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs, 
granted  a  140 

Potter,  J.  O. :  petition,  compensation  for  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs, 
granted  a  140 

Pratt,  Isaac,  Jr.  :  petition,  compensation  for  loss  of  fowls,  a  51-granted 
a  340 

Randall,  S.  A. :  petition,  compensation  for  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs 
a  135-granted  a  340 

Richardson,  Mrs.  J.  C. :  petition,  compensation  for  loss  of  fowls  killed 
by  dogs  a  iS6-refused  a  340 

Rogers,  Patrick  A. :  petition,  compensation  for  loss  of  fowls  a  920- 
granted  a  9S7 

Seaverns,  Thomas  W. :  petition  to  be  paid  for  loss  of  fowls  killed  by 
dogs  a  240-granted  a  340 

Sinclair,  A.  T. :  order  to  pay  for  loss  of  fowls,  passed  a  895 

Tobin,  Thomas  J. :  petition,  compensation,  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs, 
granted  a  140 

Tukrell,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  M. :  petition,  compensation  for  loss  of  fowls 
a  311  ;  granted  a  74S 

Tuttle,  H.   B. :  petition,  compensation,  loss  of  fowls  a  9?S 

Weld,  Sybil  W. :  petition,  compensation  for  loss  of  fowl  a  920 

Whitaker,  Henry  :  petition,  compensation,  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs, 
granted  a  140;  petition,  compensation  for  loss  of  fowls  a  Sgi-granted  a  9S7 

White,  Ai.vin  C. :  petition  to  be  paid  for  loss  of  fowls  a  9S3 

Witt,  Charles:  petition,  compensation  for  fowls  killed  by  dogs  a  105- 
granted  a  340 

Woodman,  Martha  L. :  petition,  compensation,  loss  of  fowls  killed  by 
dogs,  granted  a  140 

Fowler,  Geo.  R. 

sidewalk,  Tabcr  St.,  petition  a  562;  granted  a  727 

Fowler,  George  R.,  Councilman,  Ward  23. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed:  Stony  brook  C50;  legislative  affairs,  public  library,  Stony 
brook  c  65,  66;  investigation  of  bridges  c  129;  funeral  ex-Mayor  Albert 
Palmer  e  533;  to  attend  funeral  of  Hon.  T.  J.  Dacey  c  1032 

remarks  :  park  loan  cS;  Dudley-st.  school  C  50;  salaries  for  members 
of  citv  council  c  70,  71  *,  Stony-brook  claims  c  So;  investigation  of  board 
ofpolicec  122:  fire-department  buildings  c  151;  salaries  of  assistant  in- 
spectors of  buildings  c  199,  300 ;  new  Cambridge  bridge  c  35S;  next  meet- 
ing c  451  ;  entertainment  of  Hon.  Wm.  O'Brien  c  555,  556,  372,  573 ;  next 
meeting  c  610;  fourth  assistant  messenger  C6S9;  Martin  claim  c  707; 
Koxbury  high  school  c  722;  magistrate,  police  station  c  905;  paving 
department  appropriation  0937;  late  Hon.  T.J.  Dacey  c  1032 

Fowler,  Wm.  P.,  et  ate, 

lamps,  Lauriat  ave.,  D.,  petition  a  9SS 

Fox,  Harriet  E. 

order  to  pay  land  damages,  laying  out  Sackville  St.,  passed  a  116 

Franchises,  Railroad.     (See  Legislative  Matters.) 
Francis  Washburn  Post  92,  G.A.R.     (See  Memorial  Day.) 
Franks  Luther  P. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  P  St.,  petition  a  4S3-granted  a  542 

Franklin  avenue. 

bootblack  Stand  :  James  Allen,  petition  a  105-rcuised  a  139 
fruit  stand  :  F.  VV.  Bachler,  petition  a  33S-rcfused  a  372 
steam-engine  :  Ross,  Nutter,  &  Seabury,  petition  a  743-granted  a  763 

Franklin  avenue.,  W.R. 

lumps  :  A.  Peters  et  n/.s.,  petition  a  1015 

Franklin  Court,  Roxbury. 

lamp  :  Thomas  Clune  et  a/s.,  petition  a  733 
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FRANKLIN   ELECTRIC   LIGHT   CO. 

Franklin  Electric  Light  Co. 

underground  wires  and  conduits  :  communication  asking  for 
permit  to  lay  and  maintain  underground  wires  in  certain  streets  a  662, 
663-referred  to  committee  on  underground  wires  a  663 

subways  :  petition  to  construct  for  storage  purposes  a  945 

Franklin  Fund. 

examination  of  accounts:  order  to  appoint  committee  to  make  an- 
nual examination,  passed,  committee  appointed  a  57-report,  accepted 
a  77 

Franklin  Park. 

betterments  :  order  that  city  collector  receive  from  Wm.  Minot,  Jr.,  the 
balance  of  money  received  by  him  for  the  purpose  of  repaying  better- 
ments, etc.,  passed  c  721 

Franklin  street. 

stand  :  Sarah  W.  Story,  petition  to  build  a  348-refused  a  372 
steam-engine  :  R.  T.  Parker,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  161,  185, 
hearing  a  236-granted  a  272 

Franklin  street,  Brighton. 

buildings  :  Charles  O.  Beck,  petition  to  erect  a  311-refused  a  373  c  381 ; 

C.  O.  Beck,  petition  to  erect  a  402-granted  c  560  a  562 
edgestones:  petition  a  743 
edgestones  and  sidewalk  :  petition  8754 
iron  pipe:  Boston  &  Albany  R.R.   Co.,  petition  to  lay  and  maintain 

a  797-granted  a  S27 

Frazer,  Angus  L. 

petition,  compensation  on  account  of  the  death  of  minor  son  at  City  hos- 
pital a  712-refused  a  032-discussed  c  95S,  959-referred  to  trustees  of  City 
hospital  c  959  a  9S3 

Fred  Street. 

building  :  Isabella  F.  Ricker,  petition  to  erect  a  661 

Frederick  street. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk:  petition  a  311 

improvements,  edgestones,  and  sidewalks:  ordered  a  693 

Free  Bridge  to  East  Boston.    (See  East  Boston.) 

Free  Concerts. 

order  to  arrange  for  concerts  on  common  and  other  public  squares, 
referred  to  finance  c  354-report  and  order,  accepted,  passed  a  490  c  509 

order  that  bill  for  advertising  be  charged  to  advertising,  passed  a  64} 
c6Ss 

Free  Press  Newspaper  Co. 

steam-engine,  London  St.,  hearing  a  739-granted  a  763 

Free  Tolls.    (See  Ferries.) 
Freeman,  Maurice,  et  ah. 

electric  light,  Cook  St.,  petition  a  712 

Freeman,  Michael,  Jr. 

petition,  damages  to  estate,  Shawmut  ave.  a  725-granted  a  743 

Freeman  street. 

sewer  :  petition  a  753 

Fremont  street. 

plank-walk  :  Tileston  &  Hollingsworth,  petition  a  TOoS-refused  a  101S 

French,  A.  E. 

petition,  abatement,  taxes  on  estate,  Staniford  St.,  refused  a  187  c  193 

French,  Abram,  Estate. 

petition,  partial  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Rockland  St.,  W.R.,  a  1015 

French,  D.  W. 

steam-engine,  Sheridan  ave.,  petition  a  1008-granted  a  101S 

French,  James  W. 

sewer  assessment,  Market  St.,  B.,  abated  a  736;  steam-engine,  Sheridan 
ave.,  petition  a  945-granted  a  9S6;  petition  to  grade,  set  edgestones,  etc., 
Grant  st.  a  842 

French,  Jonathan. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Waumbeck  st.  a  371-granted  a  61S 

French,  Walter  H. 


GAFFIELD 


appointed  fire  commissioner  a  21-confirmation  refused  a  54;  appointed  a  73 
-discussed  a  no,  ]  11-contirmation  refused  am;  appointed  a  iS5-confir- 
mation  refused  a  215 


French  &  Co. 

stable,  Athens  St.,  petition  a  92c— granted  a  933 


Friend  street. 

coal-hole  :  A.  M.  Morton,  petition  a  743-granted  a  747 

hoisting:  Myers  Bros.,  petition   to   hoist   merchandise    a   614-granted 

a  640 
steam-engines  :    G.    Kendall,    petition   a    161-granted    a    18S;  Morey, 

Churchill,  &  Morey,  petition    and   order  for  hearing    a  776-withdrawn 

a  S43 ;  S.  D.  Hicks  &  Son,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  776-hearing 

a  843-granted  a  S77 

Friese,  Henry. 

petition  to  be  paid  for  loss  of  fowls  a752-granted  aS9S 

Frog  Pond.     (See  Common,  etc.) 
Front  street. 

steam-engine  :  Nathan  Tufts,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934 

Frost,  Elizabeth,  Executrix. 

petition,  release  of  conditions  on  estate  Tremont  st.  c  3Si-granted  a  620 
C657 

Frost  Heirs. 

petition  to  excavate  sidewalk,  Hanover  st.  a  241-granted  a  277-rescindcd 
a344 

Frost,  Henry,  Councilman,  "Ward  18. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed  :  committee  on  lamps,  surveyor's  department  c  64,  65  ;  fourth 
ofjulyc.325 

remarks  :  park  loan  c  7;  Saturday  half-holiday  c  15,  16;  annual  expen- 
ditures c  61,  62;  abolition  of  ferry  tolls  c6S;  investigation  of  board  of 
police  c  126;  lunch  c  130,  131  ;  market  leases  c  179;  Columbus-ave.  ex- 
tension c  194 ;  East  Boston  drainage  c  196;  elevator,  city  hall  c  196;  draw- 
tenders' salaries  c  2S9;  protection  of  trees  on  common  c  302;  civil-ser- 
vice examinations  C32S;  occupation  of  streets  for  building  purposes  C335  ; 
Beacon-st.  widening  c  355;  old  Franklin  school-house  c  3S7 ;  appropria- 
tion bill  c  437-453  ;  Walpole-st.  school-house  c  469;  charges  for  railroad 
franchises  c  470;  vacation  for  ferrv  employees  c  503 ;  salary  of  cemetery 
commissioners  c  510;  city  council  of  Philadelphia  c  550;  official  report 
C62S;  use  of  Faneuil  hall  for  queen's  jubilee  c  657;  supplementary  ap- 
propriation bill  c  6S0;  Frog  pond  c  6S2;  carriages  for  fourth  of  July 
coSS;  coal  c  690;  Old  Franklin  school-house  c  7S1  ;  erection  of  sundry 
buildings  c  7S7 ;  Saturday  half-holidays  c  794,  795 ;  colonial  laws  c  S30; 
Beacon-hill  reservoir  c  S36;  night  watchman,  Old  State  House  c  860; 
reservoir  c  861  ;  over-valuation  of  property  c  SS2;  magistrate  at  police- 
station  c  905 ;  holiday  State  and  municipal  elections  c  913,  914;  lease, 
vacant  city  building  c  943;  paving  department  appropriation  c  1057, 
105S;  closing  proceedings  c  10S7 

Frost,  Henry  A. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Frye,  Wm.  H. 

petition   and   order   for   hearing,  bay-' 
a  157-granted  a  252 

Fuller,  Granville,  et  ah. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Western  ave.  a  1 

Fuller  street,  Dorchester. 

lamps  :  Joseph  F.  Eichorn  et  als.,  petition  a  S42 

sewer  :  ordered  a  S7S 

stable  :  S.  Atherton,  petition  a  105-granted  a  137 

Fulton  street. 

lamps  :  M.  Sanchez  et  ah.,  petition  a  1015 

steam-engine  :  Bagnall  &  Eoud  Block  Co.,  petition  a  74-granted  a  1S8 

Funds. 

Franklin  Fund  :  order  to  appoint  committee  to  make  annual  examina- 
tion, passed,  committee  appointed  a  57-report,  accepted  a  77 

Funeral  Undertakers.     (See  Undertakers.) 
Furlong,  Nicholas. 

petition,  use  of  Faneuil  hall  a823~granted  a  S46 

Furnaces.     (See  Steam-engines.) 
Fusileer  Veteran  Association. 

use  of  Faneuil  hall,  granted  a  252 

G  street. 

claims  :  Bridget  Flaherty,  petition,  personal  injuries  a  536-refused  a  636 

c  656-refused  a  720  c  723 
poles  :  tire  department,  granted  a  673 


indow,  Dudley  st.  a   105-hearing 


-refused  a  1063 


Gabel,  Henry,  Jr.,  Trustee. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Rand  St.,  petition  a  725-granted  a  ' 

Gaffield,  Thomas,  et  als. 

petition  that  Mozart  st.  be  put  in  order  for  travel  a  614 
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GAGE 


GIBBONS 


Gage,  Silas  G. 

bond  as  constable,  approved  a  0S9 

Gahm,  Joseph,  et  ah. 

petition  to  grade,  set  edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Elhvood  St.  a  842 

Gaiety  Museum.     (See  Licenses.) 
Gainsboro'  street. 

edgestones:  children's  hospital,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  74, 
75-Sranted  a  114 

Gallagher,  Ed-ward. 

stable,  Lynde  St.,  petition  a  Soi-granted  a  925 

Gallagher,  Ellen. 

sidewalk,  Palmer  St.,  petition  a  100S 

Gallagher,  Francis  H. 

edgestone  and  sidewalk  assessment,  Rogers  St.,  abated,  laid  on  table 
a  162-discussed,  passed  a  192;  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Rogers  St., 
refused  a  9S6 

Gallagher,  James  H. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Rogers  st.  a  920 

Gallagher,  John,  Councilman,  Ward  7. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appoint)  <!  :  committee  on  improved  sewerage  c  19;  common  and  public 
grounds,  improved  sewerage,  new  Cambridge  bridge  c  65,  66 

Gallagher,  Rev.  Joseph  H. 

steam-engine,  Mt.  Pleasant  ave.,  petition  a  535-granted  a  566 

Gallagher,  Margaret. 

petition,  personal  injuries,  Sawyer  St.  a  ios-refused  a  313  c  336 

Gallagher,  Peter  J.,  Councilman,  Ward  3. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed:  committee  on  East  Boston  ferries,  public  library  c  65 ; 
fourth  of  July  c  325 

Gallagher,  Teresa  M. 

sidewalk,  Perrin  St.,  granted  a  543 

Gallagher,  Thomas,  ct  ah. 

petition  to  extend  sewer,  Saratoga  St.  a  241 

Galvin,  John  M.,  et  ah. 

plank-walk,  Canterbury  St.,  petition  a  614;  lamps,  Canterbury  St.,  petition 
a  691 ;  plank-walk,  Berry  St.,  W.R.,  petition  a  S9t 

Galvin,  Mary  E.  and  Nellie  B. 

damages,  Morton  pi.,  refused  a  162;  petition,  grade  damages,  Morton 
place  a  614 

Gamewell  Fire-Alarm  Telegraph  Co. 

petition  to  set  up  police  street  stations  a  725-grantcd  a  746;  petition  to 
locate  signal  stations  a  891-granted  aSc,6 

Gammon,  Thomas  B. 

appointed  inspector  of  hay  and  straw  a  212-confirmed  a  242 
G.A.R.      (See  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.) 
Garden,  Public.     (See  Common  and  Public  Grounds.) 
Garden  street. 

sidewalk  :  petition  a  401-granted  a  462 

Gardner,  Edward  E. 

petition  to  trim  tree,  East  Seventh  st.  a  614 

Gardner,  Geo.  A.,  et  al. 

cross-walk,  Tremont  St.,  petition  a9S3 

Gardner,  John  L. 

sidewalk,  Tremont  St.,  petition  a  920-granted  a  933;  stable,  Piedmont  St., 
petition  a  10S9 

Gardner  street. 

edgestones  :  petition  a  614-granted  a  640 
stable  :  S.  E.  Hyde,  petition  a  753-gninted  a  773 

steam-engine:  Geo.  F.  Morrison,  petition  a  945-granted  a  986;  S.  E. 
Hyde,  petition  a  10S9 

Garfield   street. 

lamps  :  C.  B.  Botsford,  petition  a 77s 


Garrity,  Wm. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  estate  a  241-refuscd  a  313  c  336 
petition,  grade  damages,  Tremont  st.  a  135-refused  a  162 

Gas  Contracts.     (See  Lamps.) 
Gass,  Doe,  &  Co.,  et  ah. 

petition  that  city  furnish  electric  lights,  Faneuil-hall  market  c  i04S-report 
with  order,  accepted,  discussed  a  1064,  1065-referred  to  committee  on 
public  buildings  a  1065 

Gaston,  Wm.,  et  ah. 

petition,  sewer,  Lamont  st.  a  735 

Gaston  street. 

sewer  :  E.  II.  Davies,  abatement,  assessment,  refused  a  1095 

Gaston  School-house.     (See  Schools.) 
Gates  street. 

coal-hole  :  A.  Bersig,  permit  rescinded  a  897 
tree  :  order  to  remove,  passed  a  4S1 

Gatz,  W.  A. 

sidewalk,  Ward  st.,  petition  a754~granted  a  S02 

Gavaghan,  Michael  J. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Marion  St.,  petition  a  754 

Gaynor,  Charles  F. 

appointed  measurer  of  grain  a  9S3-confirmed  a  9S9 

Geiger,  Albert,  Trustee,  ct  ah. 

petition  to  pave  Tremont  st.  with  granite  blocks  a  372 

Genesee  street. 

claims:  Sarah  J.  Dugan,  petition,  personal  injuries  a  135-refused  a  620 
C656 

Geneva  avenue. 

claim  :  order  to  pay  P.  Welch  land  damages,  passed  a  31S 
improvements  :  O.  Ditson  et  als.,  petition  a  214 

stable  :  Timothy  Murphy,  petition  a  775-granted  a  S03;  Jeremiah  Hayes, 
petition  a  S9i-refused  a  950 

George,  E.  A. 

objections  to  bay-window,  High  St.  a  1060 

George,  Joseph. 

stable,  Sixth  St.,  petition  a  347-granted  a  373 

George  &  Muldoon. 

steam-engine,  Dunlow  St.,  petition  a  932-grantcd  a  986 

George  street,  Roxbury. 

building  :  M.  Hurlihy,  petition  to  erect  a  931-granted  a  950  c  996 
claims  :   Mary  Finncran,  petition  to  be  paid  balance  tax-sale  of  estate 

a  S23-granted  a  895  c  903 
edgestones  and  sidewalk:    petition  a  931 
stable  :  M.  Herlihy  &  Son,  petition  a  735-grantcd  a  746 

Georgia  street. 

putting  in  order,  edgestones  and  gutters  :  ordered  a  728 

Gerard  street. 

sewer  1    petition  a  614-order  for  hearing   a  672-hearing  a  691-ordered 

a  720 
stable  :  J.  F.  Morse  &  Co.,  petition  a33S-granted  a  373 

Gerlach,  J.  C. 

steam-engine,  Atlantic  ave.,  petition  a  946-granted  a  986 

Germania  street. 

stable  :  Haffenreffer  &  Co.,  petition  a  311-granted  a  342 

Gerrish,  Hiram. 

petition  to  enter  sewer,  Sargent  st.,D.  a  561-granted  a  736 

Gerrish,  Thomas  D.,  et  als. 

order  to  trim  trees,  East  Fourth  st.,  passed  a  286 

Gertz,  Mrs.  E.  J.  F. 

steam-engine,  Appleton  St.,  petition  a  920-grantcd  a  934 

Geyer,  Anna  T. 

coal-hole,  Cottage  St.,  E.B.,  permit  rescinded  a  S97 

Gibbons,  Bernard. 

sewer  assessment,  Ferrin  St.,  abated  a  S94 
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GIBLEN 


GOODWIN 


Giblen,  Hugh. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  School  St.,  B.  a  1015 

Gifford,  E.  C. 

petition  to  erect  building,  K  st.  a  iooS-report  no  action  necessary  a  1035 
c  104S 

Gifford,  M.  P. 

sidewalk,  Sargent  St.,  granted  a  479 
Gilbert,  J.,  Jr.  &  Co.,  et  ah. 

remonstrance  against  location  of  tracks  on  Howard  st.  a  161 

Gilbert,  James. 

dramatic  and  musical  entertainment,  Oakland  garden,  granted  a  543 

Gilbert,  John  C,  et  ah. 

edgestones,  gutters,  sidewalk,  and  cross-walk,  Sarsfield  St.,  petition  3930 

Gilchrist  &  Gorham. 

steam-engine,  Congress  St.,  petition  a  1015-granted  a  1034 

Gilfether,  M. 

petition  to  remove  limb  of  tree,  E  st.  a34S 

Gill,   Thomas. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment  a  iooS-grarited  a  1067 

Gillett,  E.  H.  &  Sons. 

petition  to  erect  building,  Rutherford  ave.  a  105 

Gilligan,  William. 

stable,  Mechanics  St.,  petition  a  459-granted  a  641;  edgestones  and  side- 
walk, Mechanic  St.,  petition  a  9S9 

Gilman,  Grace  P. 

petition  to  be  paid  balance  tax-sale,  estate,  Sheridan  ave.  a  74 
Gilman,  James  E.,  et  al. 

order  to  pay  land  damages,  relocation  Bird  St.,  passed  a  853 

Gilman,  S.  A. 

order  to  pay  balance  tax-sale  estate,  Sheridan  St.,  passed  a  925  c  996 

Gilmore,  E.  H. 

lamps,  Homestead  St.,  R.,  petition  aS7o;  stable,  Homestead  st.,  petition 
;1  743-granted  a  757 

Gilmore,  Edward  S. 

petition,  license  to  sell  petroleum,  etc.  a  371 

Gilpatrick,  John   F. 

stable,  Eighth  St.,  petition  a  797-granted  aS26 

Girls'  High  and  Latin  SchooL     {See  Schools.) 
Gladstone  street. 

sewer  :  petition  a  536-order  for  hearing  a  672;  hearing  a  691 ;  order  for 

hearing  a  720 
stable  :  Geo.  R.  Battis,  petition  a  753-granted  a  777 

Gleason,  E.,  and  Roswell. 

order  to  abate  sewer  assessment,  Washington  St.,  D.,  and  reassess  on  per- 
son named,  passed  a  344 

Gleason,  Edward  F. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  3313 

Gleason,  Reuben. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Gleason,  W. 

steam-engine,  Bowdoin  St.,  petition  a  161-granted  a  1S9 

Gleason  street. 

lamps  :  T.  F.  Bicknell  et  ah.,  petition  a  S91 

plank-walk  :  Harvard  Congregational  Society,  petition  a  1008-refused 

a  101S 
Stable:    Mary  E.  Moulton,   petition  a  475-granted   a  490;   Charles  T. 

Nowell,  petition  a  920-granted  a  933 

Glenarm  street. 

land  :  petition,  reconveyance  of  a  portion  of  land  a  945-referred  to  com- 
mittee on  streets  a  952-report  and  order  accepted,  passed  a  992  c  99S 

Glendon  Co. 

petition  to  lay  out  and  accept  Falcon  St.  a  161;  report,  referred  to  street 
commissioners,  a  542  c  552 


Glendon  street. 

sewer  :  ordered  a  77S 

Gliddon,  Charles. 

steam-engine,  Dudley  St.,  petition  a  775-granted  a  877 

Globe  Newspaper  Co. 

steam-engine,  Washington  St.,  granted  a  406 

order  to  erect  temporary  stand  and  display  flag,  Washington  St.,  passed 
a  459 

Gloucester  street. 

edgestones  :   Mary  O.  Adams,  petition  a  241 
lumps  :  Charles  W.  Smith,  petition  a  S42 

Glover,  Alexander,  et  ah. 

lamps,  Parish  St.,  petition  a  100S 

edgestones,  Elm  St.,  petition  a  725 

petition,  grade  damages,  Dorchester  ave.  a  735-refused  aoS6  c  995 

Glover,  J.  B.  &  A. 

petition  to  construct  coal-hole,  Boylston  St.  a  241-granted  a  277;  permit 
rescinded  a  S97 

Glynn,  Wm. 

coal-chutes,  Mercer  St.,  petition  a  S24~granted  a  S46 

Goddard,  Benj.  &  H.  M.  &  T.  Wigglesworth. 

order  to  pay  land  damages,  Beacon  St.,  passed  a  951 

Godfrey,  Henry  J. 

stable,  Adams  St.,  D.,  petition  a  74-refused  a  137,  16S 
plank-walk,  Clayton  St.,  D.,  petition  a  160 

Gold  street. 

stable  :  Pierce  Bros.,  petition  a  633 

Golding,  John. 

order  to  lease  Vine-st.  chapel,  passed  a  So4-discussed,  passed  c  Si7~report 
no  action  necessary,  accepted  a  849 

Golding  &  Co. 

petition  and  order  for  hearing,  steam-engine,  Purchase  st.  a  26S-hearing 
a  345-granted  a  372 

Gomez,  Joseph  B.,  Councilman,  Ward  13. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed  :  committee  on  claims,  underground  wires  c  65,  66 
remarks  :  park  loan  c  7,  9;  Saturday  half  holidays  c  16;  contested  elec- 
tion, Ward  15  c  37,  3S;  eight-hour  law  c  29,  30;  Ward  4,  contested  election 
C44;  soup  c  69;  claim  of  Hannah  Abbott  c  120;  carriages  for  South 
Boston  councilmen  c  146;  police  salaries  c  152,  153;  South-bay  improve- 
ments c  154;  Back  bay  park  betterments  c  2^^  ;  McCormick's  estate  c  264  ; 
draw -tenders'  salary  c  290;  permanent  basis  for  paving  department 
c  299;  lamp,  Oregon  st.  c  326;  civil-service  examinations  c  327,  328; 
new  Cambridge  bridge  c  35S;  South  Boston  school-house  c  365-36S; 
Gaston  school-house  c  426;  appropriation  bill  c  441  ;  Bovlston-st.  widen- 
ing c  467;  entertainment  of  Hon.  Wm.  O'Brien  c  554 ;  fire  department, 
salaries  c  558;  damages  to  property,  East  Ninth  St.  c  C5S;  underground 
wires  c  6S4;  Martin  claim  c  704-706;  enlargement  of  police-station 
9  c  771;  Home  tor  paupers  c  792;  Saturday  half-holidays  c  795; 
removal  of  police  signal-boxes  cSn;  police  salaries  c  SiS,  S19;  night- 
watchmen  c  S59;  paving  Granite  st.  c  S52;  magistrate  at  police-stations 
c  907,  90S  ;  sewer,  appropriation  c  960;  East  Boston  High  School  c  063; 
paying  employees  c  975-9S2  ;  regimental  armories  c  1006;  fire  department, 
holiday  c  1023,  1024;  robberies  c  1025,  1026;  sewer,  appropriation,  c  1032; 
incidental  and  contingent  bills  c  1073;  claim  c  10S0;  claim,  Ninth  St. 
c  ioSs 

Goode,  Robert  M.,  et  ah. 

sewer,  Walnut  ave.,  petition  3735 

Goodfellow,  George. 

stable,  Foster  St.,  D.,  petition  a  797-granted  a  826 

Goodnough,  J.  N. 

petition  to  trim  tree,  East  Seventh  St.  a  402 

Goodnow,  Nathan  B. 

petition  and  order  for  hearing  for  leave  to  project  brackets,  Washington 
st.  a  752-hearing  a  775;  steam-engine,  Washington  St.,  granted  a  S96 

Goodwin,  George. 

stable,  Morris  St.,  petition  a  614-refused  a  671 

Hugh  L.  Stalker,  et  als.,  petition  in  aid  of  stable,  Morris  St.  a  661 

Goodwin,  Henry. 

petition  to  construct  opening  in  sidewalk,  Brattle  st.  a  S71 

Goodwin,  W.  H.,  et  ah. 

petition,  planK-walk,  Goodwin  st.  a  372 
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GOODWIN    STREET 


GREAT   BREWSTER   ISLAND 


Goodwin  street. 

plank-walk  :  petition  a  372 

Goold,  Geo.  F. 

appointed  harbormaster  a  73-confirmed  a  m 

Gordon,  Rustes. 

petition  to  extend  sewer,  Winter  St.,  D.  a  735 

Gordon  street. 

lamps  :  James  A.  King,  petition  a  797;  cost  of  construction  a  754-report, 
with  order  to  assess  and  collect  a  779;  John  II.  Walsh,  assessment, 
abated  a  992 

Gore,  H.  &  Co.,  Shepard,  Norwell,  &  Co.,  et  ah. 

petition  to  pave  portion  of  Winter  St.  with  the  ceramite  block  pavemeni 
a  754-granted  a  761 ,  762 

Gorman,  Joannah  E. 

petition  for  abatement,  edgestone  assessment,  Batchelder  st.  a  214-granted 
a  3+0 

Gormley,  John. 

petition  to  water  streets  a  160-granted  a  373 

Goudey,  Asahel. 

stable,  Jenkins  St.,  petition  a  734-granted  a  746 

Gould,  A.  D. 

lamp,  Gouldville  terrace,  petition  a  536 

Gould,  G.  A. 

order  to  pay  land  damages,  widening  Norfolk  St.,  D.,  passed  a  168 

Gould,  John  A. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Grant  St.,  petition  a  842 

Gould,  William  C. 

order  to  pay  land  damages,  laying  out  Sackville  St.,  passed  a  351 

Gouldville  Terrace. 

lamp  :  A.  D.  Gould,  petition  a  536 

Gove,  Charles  S.,  &  Co. 

steam-engine,  Canal  St.,  order  for  hearing  a  S92-hearing  a  945-granted 
a9SS 

Government,  City.    (See  City  Government,  Aldermen,  City 
Council,  and  Common  Council.) 

Grace,  J.  J. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Harrison   ave.,  petition  a  743-granted  a  747; 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Harrison  ave.,  petition  a  S24 
coal-holes,  Harrison  ave.,  petition  a  S24~g ranted  a  S46 
freight  elevator,  Harrison  ave.,  petition  a  S24 
steam-engine,  Harrison  ave.,  petition  a  1008-g ranted  a  1018 
steam-engine,  Temple  pi.,  petition  a  10S9 

Grace,  Margaret  A. 

flagging  and  Hyatt  lights,  Tremont  St.,  granted  a  827 

Grace,  Patrick. 

petition  for  license  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  a  214-granted  a  372 

Grade    Crossings.      (See   different    railroads   and    different 
streets   crossed.) 

Graffam,  Peter. 

petition,  coal-holes,  Falmouth  st.  a  241-granted  a  277 ;  petition  to  grade 
Falmouth  st.  a  4S3 ;  steam-engine,  Huntington  ave.,  petition  a  561- 
granted  a  588;  edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Falmouth  St.  and  West 
Chester  park,  petition  a  662;  edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Falmouth  St., 
granted  a  693;  edgestones  and  sidewalk,  West  Chester  park  a  738; 
petition  that  Falmouth  st.  be  macadamized  a  743;  steam-engine,  West 
Chester  park,  granted  a  S96 

Graffam,  Peter,  et  a  Is. 

petition,  sewer,  Falmouth  st.  a  51 

Graham,  James,  ct  ah. 

petition  that  Burton  st.  be  paved  a  754 

Graham,  John. 

stable,  Warrenton  St.,  petition  a  753-granted  a  826 

Graham  Court. 

stable  :  T.  W.  Manning,  petition  a  734-refused  a  757 

Grain  Measurers.     (See  Weights  and  Measures.) 
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Grammar  School-house,  South  Boston.     (See  Schools.) 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

encampment  at  St.  Louis  :  order  that  all  employees,  members  of  the 

G.A.R.,  -who  desire  to  attend  encampment,  be  allowed  leave  of  absence 

"without  loss  ot  pay,  passed  c  767  a  776 
Memorial  cloy  :  order  to  allow  and  pay  to  each  post  a  certain  sum  to 

defray  expenses,  etc.,  referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  354-report  with 

order  to  allow  and  pay,  accepted,  discussed  a  490-495-order  as  amended, 

passed  a  495  c  509 
posts  : 

John  A.Andrew  Post,  15:  petition,  renewal  lease  of  old  Franklin 
school  a  iSs-report  and  order  discussed  c  3S6-3S8-passed  c  38o-dis- 
cussed  a  405,  406-passed  a  406 

John  A.  Hawes  Post,  159:  communication  thanking  city  for  courtesies 
extended  a  692;  permission  to  suspend  flag,  Sumner  st.,  granted  a  1008 

Massachusetts  Department:  use  of  Faneuil  hall,  granted  a  116 

Post  7  :  order  that  the  petition  for  use  of  Old  Franklin  school  be 
taken  from  files  and  referred  to  committee  on  public  buildings,  passed 
c  3SS,  3So-discussed  a  402-406-passed  a  406-report,  with  order  to  exe- 
cute lease,  accepted,  passed  c  547  a  562,  563 

Post  113:  petition,  memorial  services  on  Common  a  372 

Robert  G.  Bell  Post,  134 :  petition,  lease  of  Smith  school-house  c  505 ; 
report,  with  order  to  execute  lease,  etc.,  discussed,  accepted,  passed 
a  758  c  772 

Robert  G.Shaw  Veteran  Organization:  petition  for  an  appro- 
priation to  aid  in  decorating  graves,  referred  to  committee  on  finance 
c  505  ;  report,  with  opinion  of  corporation  counsel  giving  leave  to 
withdraw,  accepted  c  56S  a  5S7 

John  A.  Hawes  Post,  159:  resolution  of  thanks  to  City  Council  for 
appropriation  allowed  for  decorating  graves,  etc.  c  677 

Grand  Lodge,  Mass.,  Ancient  Order  United  Workmen. 

petition,  use  Faneuil  hall  a  725-granted  a  737 

Granger  street,  Dorchester. 

lamps  :  Samuel  B.  Peirce  et  at.,  petition  a  9S3 

stable:  James  Lyons,  petition  a  105-granted  a  137;  Mrs.  C.  Casey,  peti- 
tion a  S42-granted  a  S77 ;  James  Lyon,  petition  a  870-granted  a  S05 

Granite  street. 

claims  :  Wm.  H.  Woods,  injuries  to  horse  and  wagon,  petition  a  536; 

refused  a  S2S  c  S32;  Wm.  H.  Wood,  petition,  compensation,  damages  to 

carriage  c  S31 
improvements  :  Standard  Sugar  Refinery,  petition  a  712 
paving  :  Standard  Suyar  Refinery,  petition  to  pave  with  granite  blocks, 

discussed,  orders  offered,  passed   a  713;   order  that  finance  committee 

report  cost  and  provide  means  for,  passed  c  S39  a  S43  ;  order  to  proceed 

with  paving,  discussed,  withdrawn  c  S62 
sewer  :  petition  of  Standard  Sugar  Refinery  in  relation  to,  referred  to 

committee  on  sewers  a  713-order  for  hearing  a  727-hearing  a  734-ordered 

374s 

Grant,  George  D.,  et  ah. 

edgestones,  Elden  and  Rossiter  sts.,  petition  a  458;  order  to  pay  land 
damages,  relocation,  Union  ave.,  D.,  passed  a  930 

Grant,  James. 

petition,  license  to  make  exhibition,  Horticultural  hall,  granted  a  641 

Grant,  Patrick. 

appointed  measurer  of  grain  a  482-confirmed  a  538 

Grant,  William  W.,  et  ah. 

personal  injuries,  Causeway  St.,  petition  a  4S3;  refused  c  710  a  716 

Grant  street. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk  :  petition  a  S42 
grading,  edgestones  :  petition  a  S42 

Granular  Metal  Company. 

steam-engine,  Ruggles  St.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  535- hearing 
a  613 

Graves,  Ambrose  L. 

sidewalk,  Cherry  St.,  petition  a  743 

Gray,  James  M. 

lamp,  Dartmouth  st.,  petition  a  S42 

Gray,  Joseph  H. 

appointed  sinking-fund  commissioner  a  157-confirmed  a  1S6 

Gray,  Thomas,  and  L.  W.  Clark. 

petition  to  erect  building,  Border  st.  a  753  c  S2o-granted  a  827  c  S39 

Great  Brewster  Island. 

order  for  mayor  to  allow  the  Portuguese  who  were  obliged  to  vacate  their 
premises  at  Long  Island  certain  portion  of  island  at  rental  designated, 
passed  a  766  c  771-comniunication  from  mayor  relating  to,  assigned 
a  77S-order  rejected  a  801 


GREEN 


HAMBLIN 


Green,  James. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Lincoln  st.  a  1015-refused  a  1063; 
abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Western  ave.,  granted  a  1063 

Green,  Thomas  H.,  et  ah. 

electric  light,  Medford  St.,  C,  petition  a  797 

Green,  Wm.  B. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Green  street. 

claims  :  Wm.  C.  Day,  petition,  personal  injuries  a  74-refused  a  341  c  355 
driiikiiig-f<mntain  :   Women's  Christian  Temperance  Union  a  401- 

report,  referred  to  Water  Board  a  540  c  551 
poles  :  N.E.  Telegraph  &  Telephone  Co.,  petition  to  erect  a  105-granted 

a  139 

Green  street,  "West  Roxbury. 

crossing  :  petition  a  586 

edgestones  and   sidewalk:    petition  a  4SS-granted   a  4S0;    petition 

a  691-granted  a  72S 
poles  :  New  England  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co.,  petition  a  842-granted  a  947 
sidewalk  :  petition  a  241,  475-granted  a  727,  747 
steam-engine  :  E.  Otto,  petition  a  161-granted  a  1S9;  Alhambra Coffee 

Co.,  petition  a  161-granted  a  18S,  1S9 

Greene,  R.  L.,  et  ah. 

petition,  use  of  Faneuil  hall  a  74,  105-granted  a  116 

Greenhouses.     (See  Common,  etc.) 
Greenwich  street. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk:  P.  Finnegan,  petition  a2i4-granted  a82S 

Greenwood  Avenue. 

claim  :  James  Johnston,  damages  to  horse,  refused  a  407  c  427 

Greenwood  street. 

extension:  order  that  the  street  commissioners  be  requested  to  include 
in  estimates  sum  sufficient  for  extension,  passed  a  79-referred  to  commit- 
tee on  appropriations  c  S2 

Griffith,  Henry. 

appointed  field-driver  and  pound-keeper  a  45S-confirmed  a  477 

Grimes,  Thomas. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Q^st.,  petition  a  920-granted  a  933 

Gross,  Mrs.  Wm. 

petition,  compensation  for  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs  a  691-granted  a  747 

Grove  street. 

steam-engine  :  W.  R.  Patterson,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  402- 
hearing  a  4S2-refused  a  588 

Guild,  James. 

iron  grating,  Washington  St.,  petition  a  34S-granted  a  373 

Guilford  street. 

sewer:.  Henry  Baldwin,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  cS6-granted 
a  877,  87S 

Guin,  James  F. 

stable,  Medford  St.,  petition  a  269-granted  a  313 

Gunn,  John. 

stable,  Carson  St.,  petition  a  931-granted  a  9S6 

Gunning,  J.  H.,  ct  als. 

edgestones,  Jerome  St.,  petition  a  371 

Gunning,  John. 

sidewalk,  Cabot  St.,  petition  a  691-granted  a  719 

Gurney  street. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk:  granteda462 
stable  :  F.  J.  Ward,  petition  a  712-withdrawn  a  727 

Gustin,  Edward  E. 

appointed  weigher  of  boilers  and  heavy  machinery  a  212-confirmed  a  242; 
appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Gustin  street. 

buildings  :  A.    Morton,   petition    to   erect  two   buildings   a  562-with 

drawn  a  620  c  657 
stables  :  Alexander  Morton,  petition  a  401-granted  a  462 

Gutters  and  Cross-walks.     (See  different  streets  ) 
Gymnastics.     (See  Licenses.) 


H  street. 

edgestones  :  granted  a  4S0 

edgestones  and  sidewalk  :  petition  a  347,  348,  483-granted   a  543; 

petition  a  562-granted  a  72S-petition  a  776-granted  a  S46 
sewer  :    Annie  Kelley,  petition,  damages  c  256-refused  a  1066 
sidewalk  :  granted  a  920-petition  a  931 
stable  :  Johnson  &  Co.,  petition  a  614-granted  a  641 

Haberlow,  L. 

appointed  undertaker  a  775-confirmed  a  800 

Hadley  street. 
sidewalk  :  petition  a  797 

Haffenreffer  &  Co. 

steam-engine,  Bismarck  St.  W.R.,  petition  a  241-refused  a  272 
stable,  Germania  St.,  petition  a3U-granted  a  342 

Hagar  street. 

grading  and  edgestones  :  petition  a  871 
Haggerty,  Margaret. 

sidewalk,  Havre  St.,  granted  a  S02 

Haggerty,  Roger,  Councilman,  Ward  7. 

qualified:  page  2 

appointed  :  committee  on  harbor,  paving  c  65 

Haley,  Charles  S. 

steam-engine,  Bedford  St.,  granted  a  S96 

Haley,  John. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Half-Holiday  on  Saturdays.     (See  Holidays.) 
Hall,  Aaron  A. 

petition,  license  to  water  streets  in  Roxbury  and  Dorchester  a  241-granted 
a  372 

Hall,  Alfred  A. 

appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  212-confirmed  a  242 

Hall,  Charles  A. 

petition  to  be  paid  balance  arising  from  tax-sale  of  estate,   Norfolk  St., 
a  338-granteda350C3Si 

Hall,  City.     (See  City  Hall.) 

Hall,  D.  C,  &  Co. 

steam-engine,  Pemberton  sq.,  granted  a  877 

Hall,  G.  W.  M. 

petition  that  permission  be  granted  the  pupils   of  the  Allston  school  to 
set  out  four  maple-trees  a  403 

Hall,  George  D. 

stable,  Prospect  St.,  petition  a  74-granted  a  112 

Hallahan,  Alice. 

petition,  personal  injuries,  city  hospital,  refused  a  251  c  256 

Hallahan,  Edward  F.,  et  ah. 

sewer,  Midland  St.,  petition  a  536 

Halleck  street. 

building  :  Robert  Treat    Paine,    permit  to   erect,  granted   a    i3S-dis- 

cussed  c  149-granted  c  150 
stable  :  G.  F.Burkhardt,  petition  a743-granted  a  757 
steam-engine  :  R.   T.    Paine  et  als.,   petition  and  order   for  hearing 

»  372-?ranted  a  499 

Halligan,  John. 

stable,  Fairview  St.,  petition  a  712-granted  a  757 

Hallinan,  Patrick. 

order  to  pay  amount  due  for  services  in  the  sewer  department  to  widow, 
passed  a  S04  cSiS 

Hallowell  &  Coburn. 

steam-engine,  Atlantic  ave.,  granted  a  372 

Ham,  L.  M. 

petition  to  transmit  power  under  and  across  Lancaster  St.  a  691-granted 
a  7 19 

Hamblin,  N.,  &  Sons. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Chelsea  st.  a  776-granted  a  SaS 
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Hamilton  Avenue. 

invalid    tax-deeds  :  James  Dcshon,  offering- to  surrender  alleged  in- 
valid tax-deeds  of  estates  a  45S-refused  a  637  c  657 
stable  :  Wm.  R.  Clark,  petition  a  726-granted  a  737 

Hamilton  Court. 

sewer:  John  Read,  petition  a725-granted  a  74S 

Hamlin,  Edward  E. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  268-confirmed  a  313 

Hamlin  George  P. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Hamlin,  Joseph  P. 

petition  to  erect  building,  London  St.  a  661-refused  c  723-recommittcd 
a  726-refused  a  74S 

Hammond,  Ada. 

edgestones,  Gardner  St.,  petition  a  614-granteda  640 

Hammond  street. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk  :  petition  a  824 
sidewalk  :  petition  a  Soi-granted  a  933 
steam-engine  :  L.  L.  Paine,  withdrawn  a  951 

Hampden  street. 

stable  :  Thomas  E.  Maloney,  petition  a  743-granted  a  758 

Hampshire  street. 

electric  light:  Patrick  J.  Maguire  et  als.,  petition  a  1008 
paving  :  petition  to  pave  with  granite  blocks  a  754 
sewer  :  Thomas  Jackson  et  als.,  petition  a  724 
stable  :  Thomas  P.  Butler,  petition  a  753-granted  a  777 

Hancock  street,  Dorchester. 

eleetric   light :  11.  Richardson  et  als.,  petition  a  743;    Hazard  Stevens 

et  als.,  petition  a  775 
steam-engine  :  Burke   Bros,   petition   and  order   for   hearing   a  161- 

hearing  a  236-granted  a  272 

Hand,  Carl. 

petition,  personal  injuries,  West  Brookline  St.  a  311-refused  a  564  c  571 

Handcart  Peddling.       (See  Licenses.) 
Hanlon,  Thomas. 

petition,  removal,  telegraph  pole,  Howard  ave.  a  561 ;  sidewalk,  Howard 
ave.,  petition  a  725-granted  a  73S 

Hannon,  Wm. 

land  damages,  Olney  St.,  refused  a  217  c  224;  petition  to  sprinkle  certain 
streets  in  Dorchester  a  347-granted  a  372 

Hano,  Samuel. 

edgestones,  Pratt  St.,  petition  a  661 

Hanover  street. 

claims  :  Mary  J.  Morrissey,  personal  injuries,  refused  a  925  c  958 
hoisting-beam  :  T.  D.  Sullivan,  granted  a  13S 
paving  :  petition  to  pave  with  granite  blocks  a  34S-granted  a  617 
Sidewalks  Frost  heirs,  petition  to  excavate  a  241-granted  a  277-permil 

rescinded  a  344 
widening:  report  with  order  to  transfer  certain  sum  from  reserved  fund 

to  meet  the  payment  of  an  execution  c  701,  703  a  717 

Hanson,  J.  W. 

bulkhead,  Albion  St.,  granted  a  693 

Harbor  Department. 

committee  :  appointed  a  57  c  6; 

harbor-master  :  Geo.  F.  Goold,  appointed  a  73-confirmed  a  111 

assistants:    ].    W.   Jackson,!.  E.    Mereen,    J.  J.   Middleton,    G.    H. 

Adams,  N.  C.  Fallon,  S.  Her.ton,  E.   S.  Darling,  J.   Russell,   L.   W. 

Swan,  F.  Winchester,  appointed  a  73-confirmed  a  in 

Harbor  and  Land  Commissioners. 

Boston  &  Maine  R.R.  Co.:  notice  of  hearing  on  petition  to  recon- 
struct bridge  in  tidewater,  placed  on  file  a  22;  notice  of  hearing  on 
petition  to  reconstruct  the  wharf  at  Long  Island  a  372;  notice  of  hearing 
on  petition  of  Boston  Land  Co.  for  license  to  fill  solid  to  tide-water 
their  premises  in  East  Boston  a  372;  notice  of  hearings  on  sewer,  Chel- 
sea bridge  a  372;  notice  of  hearing  on  petition  of  O.  Minot,  et  als., 
placed  on  file  a  460;  notice  of  hearing  on  petition  of  Maria  T.  Tileston 
and  Francis  Hathaway  to  build  sea-wall  a  693;  notice  of  hearing  on 
petition  of  park  commissioners  to  build  pier,  Marine  park  a  693;  notice 
of  hearing  on  petition  of  fire  commissioners  to  construct  bridge,  Charles 
river  a  093 ;  notice  of  hearing  on  license  to  build  water  pipe  box  and 
fender  in  tide-water,  Chelsea. bridge  crossing  a  736;  notice  of  a  hearing 
on  petition  of  John  G.  Gilbert  et  als.  for  license  to  maintain  Atkins 
wharf  a  754;  notice  of  hearing  on  application  of  Lewis  Wharf  Co.  for 
license  to  build  pile  wharf,  etc.  a  777;  notice  of  hearing  on  petition  of 


Harbor  and  Land  Commissioners,  continued. 

Fitchburg  R.R.  Co.  to  build  extension  pier,  placed  on  file  a  874;  notice 
of  hearing  on  petition  Walworth  Manufacturing  Co.  to  build  an  exten- 
sion  wharf  a  922 :  notice  of  hearing  on  petition  West  End  Street  R.R. 
Co.  for  leave  to  dump  snow  a  101S;  notice  of  hearing  on  city  of  Boston 
license  to  build  pile  wharf,  Commercial  St.  a  1062 

Harcourt  street. 

closing  :  ordered  a  463  ;  order  that  permission  be  given  P.  T.  Barnum 
&  Co.  to  use  while  closed  a  463 

Hardwick,  Benjamin  C. 

edgestone  assessment,  Trcmlett  St.,  abated  a  139;  steam-engine,  Wash, 
ington  St.,  granted  a  896 

Hardy,  Alpheus,  Estate. 

steam-engine,  Essex  St.,  petition  a  iooS-granted  a  1018 

Harkins,  Rev.  Matthew. 

offers  prayer  at  organization  of  government,  page  1 

Harlow,  Alfred  G. 

appointed  commissioner  of  public  cemeteries  a  51-confirmed  a  76 

Harold,  Anna. 

petition,  personal  injuries,  Washington  St.,  R.  a  614-refused  a  720  c  723 

Harrington,  Edward  J.,  Councilman,  "Ward  8. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed  :  committee  on  registrar's  department  c  66 

remarks  :  Engine  No.  6  c  201,  202 

Harrington,  J.  C,  et  ah. 

petition  sewer,  Gladstone  st.  a  536 

Harris,  Augustine  M. 

appointed  field-driver  and  pound-keeper  a  458 

Harris,  Edward  C,  et  ah. 

petition,  discharge  of  mortgage  for  land  purchased  of  the  city  of  Rox- 
bury  a  661  ;  report  with  order  executing  a  discharge,  etc.,  accepted, 
passed  a  720  c  723 

Harris,  Joseph. 

stable,  Hunneman  St.,  petition  a7i2-grantcd  a  727;  petition  for  abatement 
of  alleged  nuisance,  Harrison  sq.  and  Glover's  corner  a  797-report,  ac- 
cepted a  925,  926-recommitted  c  959,  960-discussed,  adhered  to  former 
action  a  9S4,  985-assigned  c  1005-concurred  c  10S0 

Harris,  Wm. 

license,  Howard  Athenxum,  granted  a  746 

Harrison  avenue. 

bridge  :  Boston  &  Albany  R.R.  Co.,  petition  that  bridge  be  closed  to 
public  travel,  granted  a  51;  order  to  build  bridge  for  foot-passengers 
duriny  repairs,  referred  to  committee  on  streets  c  87-report  no  action 
necessary  c  155  a  161 

claims  :  Annie  L'Etourneau,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  536;  Cornelius 
Curtin,  petition,  personal  injuries  a  9S3 

coal-holes  :  James  J.  Grace,  petition  a  S24~granted  a  S46;  Mrs.  L.  C. 
Shaw,  petition  a  842-granted  a  S76 

edgestones  and  sidewalk:  petition  a  743-granted  a  747-petition 
a  S24 

ilag  :   John  W.  Hayes  et  als.,  granted  a  719 

freight  elevator  :  James  J.  Grace,  petition  a  S24 

paving:  order  that  superintendent  of  streets  be  requested  to  include  in 
estimates  sum  sufficient  to  pave,  referred  to  committee  on  appropria- 
tion c  87 ;  order  to  pave  with  granite  blocks,  passed  a  593 

poles  :  New  England  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Co.,  granted  a  139 

steam-engines:  Littlehale  Bros.,  order  for  hearing  a  214-hearing 
a  26S-granted  a  406:  J.  J.  Grace,  petition  a  iooS-granted  a  101S 

widening:  order  that  street  commissioners  consider  expediency  of, 
referred  to  committee  on  streets  c  219;  report  that  order  ought  not  pass, 
accepted  c  369  a  376-report  c  505  a  537;  S.  C.  Shaw,  order  to  pay  land 
damages,  passed  a  594 

Harrison  square. 

tilling  :  report,  accepted,  referred  to  next  government  c  10S5 
nuisance  :  D.  J.  Sewall,  petition  for  hearing  on  abatement  of  a  920-re- 
ferred  to  next  government  c  10S5  a  1094 

Harrison  square  &  Glover's  corner. 

nuisance  :  petition  of  Joseph  Harris  et  a/s.  for  abatement  of,  referred  to 
committee  on  health  a  797-report,  accepted  a  925,  926-recommittcd  c  959, 
960-discussed,  adhered  to  former  action  a  9S4,  yS5-assigned  c  1005-con- 
curred c  10S0 

Hart,  Catherine. 

petition,  compensation,  personal  injuries,  Commercial  St.,  D.  a  105-re- 
fused  a  164  c    174;  petition  for   rehearing  a  241 

Hart,  Patrick. 

petition  to  water  streets  in  Dorchester  a  160-granted  a  372 
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Hart,  S.  Rowland. 

petition,  abatement,  assessment,  Westminster  St.  a  870-refused  a  925 

Hartford,  Mary  C. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Roslin  St.,  D.  a  338-granted  a  377 
stable,  Hartley  st  ,  D.,  petition  a  401-granted  a  462;  stable,  Alban  St.,  D., 
petition  a  gS3-granted  a  991 

Hartford  street. 

sidewalk  :  Mary  G.  Bennet,  order  to  abate  assessment,  passed  a  114; 
petition  a  735-granted  a  73S,  747-petition  a  79S-granted  a  S76 

Hartford  street,  Dorchester. 

sidewalks  :  L.  McQuarrie,  petition  a  214;  petition  a  372-granted  a  499 
steam-engine:  J,  Becker,  petition  a  241-order  for  hearing  a  562-hear- 
ing  a  631-granted  a  672  ;  John  Becker,  refused  a  951 

Hartley  street,  Dorchester. 

stable  :  M.  C.  Hartford,  petition  a  401-granted  a  462 

Hartnett,  Julia. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Seventh  st.,  petition  a  372-granted  a  408;  edge- 
stones  and  sidewalk,  Seventh  St.,  petition  a  483-granted  a  543 

Hartson,  C.  F. 

license,  Tremont  Temple,  granted  a  746 

Harvard  Bridge.     (See  also  New  Cambridge  Bridge.) 

order  that  city  engineer  be  allowed  to  act  as  engineer  for  commissioners 
and  to  receive  compensation  as  they  may  deem  advisable,  passed  a  73S 
C771 

Harvard  College. 

stable,  .Laurel  st. ,  petition  a  725-granted  a  737;  steam-engine,  Washing- 
ton St.,  petition  a  735-granted  a  S77 

Harvard  Congregational  Society. 

plank-walks,  Gleason  St.,  petition  a  lOoS-refused  a  101S 

Harvard  Primary  School.     (See  Schools.) 
Harvard  University,  Veterinary  Department. 

hospital,  Village  St.,  petition  a  S23~refused  a  950 

Harvard  avenue,  Dorchester. 

lamps  :  M,  J.  Hurney  et  als.,  petition  a  775 

Harvard  street,  Charlestown. 

steam-engine  :  City  of  Boston,  petition  a  920 

Harvard  street,  Dorchester. 

claims:  James  Duffey,  petition,  compensation,  injuries  to  horse  a  51; 
James  Dechon,  petition  to  be  refunded  amount  and  interest  for  tax-title 
of  an  estate  a  33S-refused  a  637  c  656 

grading  and  putting  ill  older  :  T.  Bicknell  et  als.,  petition  a  ]86 

relocation  :  order  to  pay  Wm.  Schmehl  land  damages,  passed  a  779; 
order  to  pay  Geo.  Dodge  land  damages,  passed  a  853;  order  to  pay 
George  Pitman  land  damages,  passed  a  S7S 

sewers  :  M.  Foss  et  als.,  petition  a  241-order  for  hearing  a  2S2-hearing 
a  309-ordered  a  343 

stable  :  Charles  Fottler,  petition  a  743-withdrawn  a  757;  Wm.  Boyd,  pe- 
tition a  1060 

steam-engine  :  City  of  Boston,  granted  a  934 

tree  :  Geo.  Dodge,  petition  to  remove  a  S70-refused  a  989 

Harvest  street. 

stable  :  John  E.  Hislop,  petition  a  891-granted  a  925 

Harvey,  Miss  Annie,  et  als. 

lamps,  Fenton  pi.,  D.,  petition  a  458 

Harvey,  Ellen. 

sidewalk,  Chelsea  St.,  granted  a  727 ;  Havre  St.,  granted  a  727 

Harvey,  Geo.  E. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  West  Cottage  St.,  petition  a  51;  granted  8546; 
petition  that  city  pay  portion  of  expense  of  watering  Dudley  St.  a  401  ; 
electric  light,  Dudley  St.,  petition  a  1015 

Hasenfus,  Clarence. 

stable,  Washington  St.,  W.R.,  petition  a  9S3-granted  a  991 

Haskins,  Mary  C. 

petition  to  excavate  basement,  Lincoln  st.  a  536-granted  a  58S 

Haskins  street. 

grade  :  James  Doyle,  petition,  damages  to  estate  a  561 ;  Michael  Ryan, 
petition,  grade  damages  a  798 


Hastings,  Mrs.  B.  E. 

bay-window,  Tremont  St.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  535-hearing 

a  5S4-granted  a  637 
Hyatt  lights,  Tremont  St.,  petition  a  634-granted  a  673 

Hathaway,  Francis. 

steam-engine,  Atlantic  ave.,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934 

Hathaway,  J.  A.,  et  als. 

petition  that  Stone's  grove,  B.,  be  set  apart  for  playground  a  476 

Haven,  Franklin,  et  ah. 

order  to  abate  sewer  assessment  passage-way,  Cumberland  St.,  and  re- 
assess on  certain  persons  named  in  schedule,  passed  a  343,  479 

Haven,  Henry  C. 

bay-window,  Exeter  St.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  562-hearing  a  613- 
granted  a  669 

Haverhill  street. 

steam-engine  :  Burrill  &  Dutton,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  3932- 
hearing  a  9SS-withdrawn  a  1009 

Haviland  street. 

sewer:  petition  a  753-order  forbearing  a828-hearing  a  843-ordered  a87S 
steam-engine  :  L.  Descalzo  &  Co.,  petition  a  946-granted  a  9S6 

Havre  street. 

sewer :  ordered  a  113 

sidewalk  :  order  to  abate  assessment  of  M.  Walsh,  passed  a  114;  pe- 
tition a  33S-granted  a  593;  petition  a  536-granted  a  617;  petition  a  712- 
granted  a  727  ;  petition  a  776- granted  a  S02;  petition  a  9S3- granted  a  987 

stable:  Mrs.  S.  McGiveon,  petition  a40i-refused  a479 

steam-engine  :  Mrs.  M.  McDonough,  petition  a  932-granted  a  992 

Hawes  place. 

ctinrcli :  order  to  make  necessary  alterations  for  school  purposes,  re- 
ferred to  committee  on  public  buildings  a  992-report,  referred  to  finance 
a  1010  c  1013;  order  to  transfer  certain  sum  from  reserved  fund,  referred 
to  finance  a  993 

Hawkers  and  Pedlers.     (See  Licenses.) 
Hawley  street. 

steam-engine  :  Walworth  Manufacturing  Co.,  petition  a  26S-granted 

Hawse,  John  H. 

appointed  undertaker  a  268-confirmed  a  313 

Hawthorne  &  Co. 

petition  to  exhibit  live  animals,  Causeway  st.  a  160-granted  a  1S7 

Hay,   Inspectors   and  Weighers   of.      {See    Weights   and 
Measures.) 

Hay  Scales. 

superintendents:  North  scales,  Charles  Kidney;  South  scales, 
Levi  Chadbourne;  South  Boston,  John  M.Johnson;  East  Boston, 
Ebenezer  Hodge;  Roxbury,  Andrew  W.  Newman;  Brighton,  Benj.  F. 
Paine;  West  Roxbury,  George  A.  Newhall,  George  James,  Levi  P. 
Dudley,  appointed  a  371-confirmed  a  406 

Hayden,  C.  H. 

iron  gratings,  West  Newton  St.,  petition  a  614-granted  a  640 

Hayden,  Charles. 

appointed  commissioner  of  public  cemeteries  a  51-confirmed  a  76 

Hayden,  E.  B. 

petition,  removal,  signal-box,  Clarendon  St.  a  921-granted  a  934 

Hayden,  James  H.,  Administrator. 

lamps,  Hayden  court,  petition  a  724 

Hayden,  Mary. 

edgestones,  Third  St.,  petition  a  634-granted  a  846 
sidewalk,  East  Third  St.,  petition  a  87&-granted  a  S96 

Hayden  court. 

lamps  :  James  II.  Hayden,  petition  a  724 

Hayes,  Jeremiah. 

stable,  Geneva  ave.,  petition  a  S9i-refused  a 950 

]  Hayes,  John  W. ,  et  als. 

flag,  Harrison  ave.,  granted  a  719 
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Hayes,  John  W.,  Councilman,  Ward  16. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed  :  committee  on   cemeteries,  city-hall  reference   library,   city 

hospital,  schools  and  school-houses,  monitor  ist  division  c  64-66;  "fourth 

of  July  c  325  ;  Maguire  investigation  c  S12 

Haynes,  James. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Haynes,  John. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Haynes,  John  C. 

lamps,  Haynes  park,  petition  a  735 
steam-engine,  Warren  St.,  petition  a  100S 

Haynes,  Tilly,  Alderman,  District  4. 

qualified  :  page  1 

appointed  :  committee  on  examination  of  Franklin  fund  a  57;  standing — 
bonds,  steam-engines  ; joint  —  appropriations,  architect's  department,  city 
auditor's  department,  claims,  legislative  affairs,  overseers  of  the  poor, 
public  library  a  57;  schools  and  school-houses,  surveyor's  department 
a  5S;  new  court-house  a  75;  bridge  investigation  a  137;  petition  oi 
stockholders  of  the  South  Boston  R.R.  Co.  a  160;  committee  of  confer- 
ence, new  Cambridge  bridge  a  643;  special  committee,  opening  of 
streets  a  742 

remarks :  Sunday  laws  a  106;  employment  of  armed  bodies  a  10S,  109; 
Stony-brook  improvement  a  115;  statement  of  annual  expenditures,  etc. 
a  116;  Boston  Heating  Co.  a  191-282:  digging  up  streets  for  underground 
wires  a  213;  investigation  of  South  Boston  R.R.  Co.  a  217,  21S;  James 
&  Mabury  claim  a  240;  Ocean  Terminal  R.R.  Co.  a  247;  Shirley  St., 
sewer  assessment  a  269;  grammar  school-house,  South  Boston  a  276; 
land  for  grammar  school,  South  Boston  a  345-347  ;  railroads  a  410,  41 1  ; 
Roxhury  high-school  site  a  461 ;  Geo.  Martin,  claim  a  663,  665  ;  revised 
grade,  Saratoga  St.,  a  696;  torpedoes  and  other  detonators  a  697; 
steam-engines  a  737;  paving,  Brattle  sq.  a  $47;  closing  proceedings 
a  1095 

Haynes  park. 

lamps  :  John  C.  Haynes,  petition  a  735 

Hayward  place. 

pavinsr,  :  petition  a  ^36-granted  a  566 

steam-engines  :  C.  F.  Libbie,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  661- 
hearing  a  724-granted  a  737 

Haywood,  Margaret  C. 

sidewalk,  High  St.,  D.,  petition  a  562-granted  a  593;  petition,  abatement, 
sidewalk  assessment,  High  st.  a  S/i-granted  a  S96 

Head,  Charles. 

stable,  Beacon  St.,  petition  a  371-granted  a  410 

Health  Department. 

committee  :  appointed  a  57  c  65 

board:  Win.  Taylor  appointed  member  a  21-confirmed  a  55;  Samuel 
H.  Durgin  appointed  a  member  a  21-assigned  a  55-confirmed  a  76; 
notice  of  organization  —  Samuel  II.  Durgin,  chairman,  Charles  K. 
Davis,  Jr.,  clerk  c  467  a  476 

annual  reports  :   (CD.  22)  c  Si  a  106;  (CD.  13)  a  1 1 1  c  1  iS 

superintendent:  Geo.  \V.  Forristall  appointed  a  21-assigned  a  54-laid 
on  table  a  76-motion  to  take  from  table,  lost  a  142;  taken  from  table, 
confirmed  a  192 

bath- house  for  Ward  tS&  :  order  that  board  of  health  consider  and 
report  upon  expediency  of  building  bath-house,  passed  c  426  a  459-re- 
port,  recommitted  a  53^-report  inexpedient  c  vfS  a  562 

bath-house,  IH  st.  :  request  to  lease  lot  of  land  for  a  401-report,  with 
order,  accepted,  passed  a  539  c  557 

bath-house,  Union  uharf:  order  to  consider  and  report  expediency 
of,  referred  to  committee  on  health  c  547-report  referred  to  Board  oi 
Health  c  570  a  5S7 

catUe  :  notice  from  cattle  commissioners  relative  to  contagious  pleuro- 
pneumonia, or  lung  plague  a  3  ^S ;  notice  from  cattle  commissioners  that 
the  time  will  expire  on  April  25  in  which  to  guard  against  contagious 
cattle  disease  by  the  movement  of  cattle,  except  for  slaughter,  placed 
on  file  a  406 

claim  :  fames  Murphy,  petition,  compensation  for  use  of  patent  on  dump- 
ing-scow a  9So-referred  to  committee  on  claims  c  10S5  a  1090;  M.  Mc- 
Laughlin, petition,  personal  injuries  a  776- report  referred  to  committee 
on  health  a  852  c  S6o-granled  c  10S5  a   i<  03 

consolidation  of:  order  to  consolidate  with  city  registrar's  depart- 
ment, etc.,  passed  a  1095 

cows:  notice  from  cattle  commissioners  of  suspected  cases  of  exposure 
of  cows  to  lung  plague,  referred  to  committee  on  health  a  214 

desecration  of  tombs  :  communication  from  mayor  transmitting-  com- 
munications from  John  W.  Dean  :iinl  VV.  F.  Mclnlire,  relating  to 
burial-ground,  corner  Kustis  and  Washington  sts.,  referred  to  board  oi 
health  a  740 

disabled  employee  :  order  to  allow  John  Sheehan  pay  while  disabled 
by  injuries  received  while  at  work,  referred  to  committee  on  health  a  77; 
to  committee  on  claims  c  ioS>  a  icoo 

health  inspectors  :  order  to  assign  suitable  head-quarters  for  the  in- 
spectors, referred  to  committee  on  health  c  426;  report,  no  further  action 
necessary  on  request  suitable  head-quarters  a  694  c  708 

(5 


Health  Department,  continued. 

nuisance  near  Marcella-st.  home  :  communication  from  the 
mayor  transmitting  communication  from  superintendent  of  home,  stat- 
ing' that  an  offensive  nuisance  exists  in  the  offal-shed  of  the  health  de- 
partment, and  requesting  removal,  referred  to  committee  on  health  a  20 

nuisance,  Paris  st. :  communication  from  board  of  health,  making 
return  of  its  doings  in  the  abatement  of  nuisance  from  stagnant  water, 
etc.,  referred  to  committee  on  health  a  m-report  no  action  necessary 

a.V3 
nuisance,  Q  st.  :  report  of  finance,  no  further  action  necessary  on  last 

year's  request  of  board  of  health  for  an  appropriation  for  that  purpose, 

accepted  a  1 12  c  1  iS 
port  physician  and  assistant :  ordinance  to  amend  chapter  6,  Rev. 

Ord.,  relating  to  increase  of  salary,  referred  to  committee  on  Health  c  219- 

report  that  order  ought  not  pass  a  272,  273-discussed  a  273-275-accepted 

a  275-referred  to  committee  on  health  c  291-report,  with  ordinance,  ac- 
cepted c  59S ;  passed  c  7C9  a  71S 
piggeries:    order   that  board    of  health   investigate   and    report  as  to 

whether  there  are  any  piggeries  maintained   in  Boston,  passed  a  1036 

c  104S 
preparing  for  a  thaw  :  order  requesting  superintendent  to  take  all 

necessary  precautions  to  prevent  the  rise  of  surface  water  at  the  foot  of 

Shirley  St.,  and  also  to  open  gutters  and  catch-basins  at  the  junction  of 

Hampden  and  Farnham  sts.,  passed  c  59  a  75 
removal  of  Brighton  offal:  order  that  superintendent  of  health  be 

authorized   to    advertise   and   enter   into   contract   for,   passed    a    31S; 

amended,  passed  c  336  a  339 
removal  of  snow  and  slush  :  order  to  keep  the  street-crossings  in 

the  business  part  of  the  city  free  from  snow  and  slush  during  the  winter, 

discussed  c  13,  14-passed  c  14-discussed,  passed  a  23 
rooms  in  new  building:    communication  from  the  board  of  health 

asking  for  two  extra  rooms,  referred  to  committee  on  public  buildings 

a  162 
salaries  of  board  :  ordinance  to  amend  chap.  6,  Rev.  Ord.,  relating  to, 

referred   to   committee   on    ordinances   a  695-report,    accepted,   passed 

a  S53-accepted  c  SS9-indefinitely   postponed  c   1014;    motion    to   rescind 

vote,  assigned  c  S9S-rule  not  suspend  c  912-indefinitely  postponed  c  1014 

a  101S 
street-crossings  :  order  requesting  mayor  to  communicate  to  the  city 

council  what  arrangements  have  been  made  to  have  the  crossings  in  the 

thickly  settled  portions  of  the  city  kept  clean,  referred  to  committee  on 

health  c  26-report  no  action  necessary  a  272  c  291 

Healy,  Annie  J.,  &  M.  E.  T. 

sidewalk,  Cedar  St.,  R.,  petition  a  73J-granted  a  747 

Healy,  B.  A. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Smith  St.,  R.,  petition  a  214 

Hearn,  James  A.,  &  Co. 

steam  pipe,  Federal  St.,  petition  agS3 

Heath,  D.  C,  &  Co. 

steam-engine,  Pemberton  sq.,  petition  a  S42 
Heath,  F.  G. 

steam-engine,  East  Concord  St.,  petition  a  311-granted  a  Sy6 

Heath  street. 

edgestones  :  petition  a  712-granted  a72S;  James  and  Patrick  McKenna, 

assessment  abated  a  101 1 
edgestones  and  sidewalk:  petition  a  72s 
lamp  :  W.  II.  Carbcrry  ft  ah.,  petition  a  100S 

Heath-street  Gravel  Bank.     (See  Lands,  Public.) 
Heath-street  Primary  School.     (Sec  Schools.) 
Hebron,  Thomas. 

petition,  damages  to  estate,  Ward  St.,  a  691 

Heintz,  John. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Hemenway,  Charles  P.,  et  als. ,  Trustees. 

notice  of  hearing  on  matter  of  claim  to  certain  land,  cor.  Shaving  st.  and 
Mt.  Washington  ave.,  placed  on  file  a  S46 

Hemmenway,  Mary. 

steam-engine,  Mt.  Vernon  St.,  granted  a  S96 

Henderson,  A.  D. 

steam-engine,  Western  ave.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  9S9-hearing 
a  1033-granted  a  100S 

Henderson,  H.  A. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  45S-confirmed  a  477 

Henderson,  Joshua. 

sidewalk,  West  Seventh  St.,  petition  a  725 

Hendrie,  J.  &  Bro. 

petition  and  order  for  hearing,  steam-engine,  Blue  Hill  ave.  a  562-hearing 
a  631-granted  a  672 

C) 


HENLEY   STREET 


HOLLAND 


Henley  street. 

bay-window  :  J.  B.  McNamara,  petition  and  order  for  hearing-  a  744- 
hearing  a  751-granted  a  77S;  P.  O'Riordan,  order  for  hearing  a  Sy2- 
hearing  a  931-granted  a  950 

lamps  :  John  B.  McNamara,  petition  a  1033 

Hennessey,  Henry  P. 

personal  injuries,  Joy  St.,  refused  a  251  c  257 

Henton,  Stephen. 


appointed      assistant    harbor-master    a    73-confirmed   a   in ; 
weigher  of  coal  a  25S-confirmed  a  313 


appointed 


Herlihy,  M.  &  Son. 

stable,  George  St.,  R.,  petition  a  735-granted  a  746 

petition  to  erect  building,  George  St.,  R.  a  931-granted  a  950  c  996 

Herrick,  Arthur. 

sewer  assessment,  Hichborn  St.,  abated  a  986 

Herrick,  David  W. 

sewer,  Chestnut  Hill  ave.,  petition  a  536 

Herthel,  Frederick  J.,  Jr. 

petition  for  appropriation,  sprinkling,  Ruggles  St.  a  401 

Hewins,  C.  A.,  et  ah. 

petition  to  grade  and  put  in  order  La  Grange  St.,  W.R.  a  160 

Hewlett  street,  West  Roxbury. 

tamps  :  Atwood  and  Weld  et  als.,  petition  a  932 

Hibbard,  Salmon  P. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Crawford  St.,  petition  a  562 

Hichborn  street. 

sewer  :  Arthur  Herrick,  assessment  abated  a  9S6 

Hickey,  Catherine. 

petition,  return  of  liquor  license  fees  a  691-report,  with  order  to  pay,  etc., 

accepted,  passed  a  720  c  723 
order  to  maintain  fruit-stand  in  front  of  court-house,  rescinded  a  779 

Hickey,  Mrs.  Catherine,  et  ah. 

sewer,  Chambers  St.,  petition  a  536 

Hicks,  S.  D.,  &  Sons. 

steam-engine,  Friend  St.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  776-hearing 
a  843-granU-d  a  S77 

Higgins,  Daniel. 

appointed  surveyor  of  marble,  freestone,  and   soapstone  a  45S-connrmed 
a  477 ;  appointed  inspector  of  lime  a  45S-confirmed  a  477 

Higgins,  John  J. 

stable,  Saratoga  St.,  petition  a  743-granted  a  75S 

Higgins,  Sidney  C. 

appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark   a  212-connrmed  a  242;  appointed 
weigher  of  coal  a  26S-connrmed  a  313 

Higgins,  W.  A. 

petition  to  run  barges  a  iS5~refused  a  412 

High  Schools.     {See  Schools.) 
High  Service.     {See  Water.) 
High  street. 

coal-holes  :  Chadwick  Lead  Works,  petition  a  797-granted  a  S46 

sewer  :  petition,  extension  a  269 

sidewalk:    petition  a  562-granted   a  593;    M.   C.  Haywood,  petition, 

abatement,  assessment  a  S7 1  ■  granted  a  896 
steam-engine  :  Kerosene  Heating  Co.,  petition  a  752-granted  a  951 
vault  :  Chadwick  Lead  Works,  petition  to  build  a  269-granted  a  314 

Highland  avenue,  Neponset. 

lamps  :  J.  Coppee  et  als.,  petition  to  light,  a  185;  W.  D.  Curtis  et  als., 
petition  a  458 

Highland  street. 

coasting:  order  to  allow,  passed  a  1037 

Hill,  Calvin  D.,  M.D. 

petition,  license  to  exhibit  museum  of  anatomy  a  1015 

Hill.  Charles  F. 

edgestones,  Franklin  St.,  petition  a  743 

Hill,  Mrs   C.  Q.^ci  ah. 
plank-walk,  St.  John  St.,  petition  a  561 


Hill,  L.  M.  T. 

sidewalk,  Sargent  St.,  granted  a  479 

Hill  avenue. 

sewer  :  ordered  a  763 

Hills,  E.  C. 

order  to  abate  sidewalk  assessment,  Roxbury  St.,  passed  a  S02 

Hillard,  James  L. 

elected  clerk  of  committees  a  24  c  27 

Hillside  aveuue,  Roxbury. 

edgestones:  granted  aS76 

stable  :  John  Burke,  petition  a  775-granted  a  803 

Hillside  street. 

edgestones:  granted  3462;  petition  a  931 
sewer  :  ordered  a  24 

Hinckley,  Charles  M. 

stable,  Chambers  St.,  petition  a  945-grantcd  a  9S6 

Hiscock,  Lowell  B. 

remonstrance  against  granting  petition  of  W.  Prior  for  stall,  Faneuil-hall 
market,  and  asking  hearing  a  iSq-report  no  action  necessarv  a  217 
c  225  :  petition  to  remove  tree,  Rockville  park  a  633 ;  refused  3719 

Hislop,  John  E. 

stable,  Harvest  St.,  petition  a  S9i-granted  a  925 

Hobson,  Geo.  H. 

petition  to  remove  tree,  Cottage  st.  a  712 

Hodge,  Ebenezer, 

appointed  superintendent  East  Boston  hay-scales  a  371-confirmcd  a  406 

Hodgkins,  Wm.  H. 

elected  clerk  of  directors  of  public  institutions  a  460  c  467 

Hodson,  R.,  &  Son. 

steam-engine,  Bennington  St.,  petition  a  932-granted  a  951 

Holborn  street. 

sewer :  cost  of  construction  a  53S,  726;  order  to  assess  and  collect  part 
expense,  passed  a  763;  E.  H.  Davies,  assessment  abated  a  763;  Thomas 
Parker,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  797-refused  a  87S 

Holbrook,  E.  H. 

stable,  Milton  ave.,  petition  a  269-granted  a  313 

Holbrook  &  Harlow. 

bay-window,  N  St.,  order  for  hearing  a  S92-hearing  a  931-granted  a  950 

Holbrook,  Jesse. 

petition  to  trim  trees,  Tremont  st.  a  S23~referred  to  committee  on  common, 
etc.  a  S72-g  ranted  a  895 

Holden,  Nathaniel. 


petition,    removal,  edgestones, 


edgestones,    Cottage   St.,    petition  a  4S3; 
Humphreys  St.  a  4S3 

Holidays.     {See  also  Employees.) 

election  day  :  order  to  allow  holiday,  etc.,  passed  a  S97-discussed  C912- 
919-passed  c  914-reconsidered,  amended,  discussed  c  9io-9iS-amendment, 
rejected  c  oiS-original  order  passed  c  919 

half-holidays  011  Saturdays  :  order  that  the  mayor  request  the 
heads  of  departments  to  continue  the  Saturday  half-holidays  during  the 
present  year  c  10-discussed  c  14,  15,  substitute  offered,  accepted,  dis- 
cussed c  15-1S,  passed  c  iS  a  23;  order  that  all  employees  except  those 
whose  services  are  indispensable  be  allowed  half  day  during  June, 
July,  August,  and  September,  passed  a  501-discussed  c  512-515-passed 
C5i"t  ;  order  tli  at  the  heads  of  all  departments  be  requested  to  continue  half 
holidays,  etc.,  discussed  c  794-796-patsed  c  796-notice  of  reconsideration, 
discussed  c  S20,  S21  a  S25  ;  order  to  report  what  action  has  been  taken  on 
order  granting  half-holiday  to  ci!y  employees,  etc.,  passed  CS79  a  $92-re- 
port  c  953-057-assigned  and  printed  c  957  (C.D.i62)-called  up  c  1014- 
placed  on  file  a  1016 

Washingtim's  birthday  :  order  to  allow  holiday  to  all  employees 
whose  services  can  be  dispensed  with,  passed  c  26,  27  a  52 

l-'ast  clay  :  order  to  all  nv  holiday  to  all  employees  whose  services  can 
be  dispensed  with,  passed  c  255-discussed  a  270,  271-passed  a  271 

Laboi'  day  :  order  for  holiday,  passed  c  701  a  716 

Memorial  day  :  order  to  allow,  passed  c  426,  427-amended,  passed 
a  459  c  467 

seventeenth  of  June:  order  to  allow  to  all  city  employees,  passed 
a  621 


Holland,  Hannah. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Chelsea  St.  a459~granted  a  542 


(57) 


HOLLAND 


HUBBARD 


Holland,  John,  ct  ah. 

sewer,  Austin  St.,  petition  a  536 

Holland,  Wm.  A.,  ct  ah. 

petition  to  change  name  of  Howard  ave.  to  Bird  st.  a  402 

Hollander,  L.  P.  &  Co. 

petition  to  erect  two  posts,  Boylston  St.  a  372-refused  a  407 

Hollis  street. 

claims  :  Mich;iel  Smith,  personal  injuries,  refused  a  164c  174 
coal-holes  :  P.  McAleer,  petition  a  797-granted  a  S27 
steam-engine  :  P.  McAleer,  petition  a  gSo-granted  a  1009 
tree  :  Patrick  McAleer,  petition  removal  a  614 

Holly  street. 

pipes  :  R.  Paine,  petition  a  241-refused  a  349-recommitted  c  355-petition 
for  rehearing  c  354,  3SS 

Holmes,  Jacob  F. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  751-confirmed  a  776 

Holton  street,  Brighton. 

gewer  :  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  744,  74S-hearing  a  751-ordercd 
a  763 

stable  :  John  D.  Stimson,  petition  a  1033-granted  a  1066-permit  recon- 
sidered a  10C5 

Home,  Matilda  F. 

edgestones,  Savin  St.,  granted  a  617 

Home  Savings-Bank. 

land  damages,  Dorchester,  petition  a  i6o-refused  a  217 

Homestead  street,  Roxbury. 

improvements  :  petition  to  put  in  order  for  travel  a  o}5 

lamps:  petition  a  476;  E.  H.  Gilmore,  petition  aS70J  Francis  VV.  Ryder 

et  ah.,  petition  a  S70 
sewer  :  M.  Roak,  petition  a  185 
stable  :  E.  H.  Gilmore,  petition  a  743-granted  a  757 

Hook-and-Ladder  Co.,  No.  5.     (Sec  Buildings,  Public.) 
Hooper,  Robert  C. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Magnolia  st.,  petition  a  372 

Hooper,  'Wallace  D. 

petition,  compensation,  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dog  a  743-granted  a  S95 

Hooper,  Willis  C. 

petition,  compensation,  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs  a  743 

Hopkins,  Geo  P. 

druggist's  mortar,  Blue  Hill  avenue,  granted  a  252 

Horan,  Bros. 

steam-engine,  Washington  St.,  petition  a  775-rcfuscd  a  106S 

Horn,  Edwin  B. 

bay-window,  West  Newton  St.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a4S2-hear- 
tng  a  561-granted  a  637-order  tor  hearing  a  617-hearing  a  660 

steam-engine,  Huntington  ave.,  petition  a  561-granted  a  5SS 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  West  Newton  st.  and  Huntington  ave.,  petition 
a  587-granted  a6i7 ;  edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Huntington  ave.,  petition 
a69i-granted  a  719 

bay-window,  West  Newton  St.,  granted  a  72S 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Huntington  ave.  and  West  Newton  St.,  granted 

a7.iS 
lamps,  West  Newton  St.,  petition  a  S70 
steam-engine,  West  Newton  St.,  petition  a  920-grantcd  a  934 

Home,  Matilda  F. 

edgestones,  Savin  St.,  petition  a  475;  sidewalk,  Savin  St.,  petition  a  712- 
granted  a  727 

Horse  Railroads.     (See  under  names  of  roads.) 
Horses  and  Carriages.     (See  Departments,  Heads  of.) 
Horses  for  the  South  Ferry.     (See  Ferries.) 
Horticultural  Hall.     (Sec  Licenses.) 
Horticultural  Society. 

communication  from  II.  P.  Walcott,  president,  petitioning  for  authority 
to  build  in  the  public  garden,  a  building  to  be  used  for  exhibitions  and 
other  purposes  tending  to  encourage  and  improve  the  science  and  prac- 
tice of  horticulture,  etc.,  discussed,  referred  to  committee  on  judiciary 
c  82-repnrt  with  opinion  of  corporation  counsel,  accepted,  petition 
refused  c  2S7;  petition  of  Boston  Society  of  Natural  History,  in  aid  oi 
building  on  public  garden  a  241-report  no  action  necessary  a  350  c  355 


Horton,  Mary  J. 

sidewalk,  East  Seventh  St.,  petition  a  536 

Horton,  Walter,  &  Co. 

lamps,  Utica  St.,  petition  a  753 

Hosea,  F.  W. 

personal  injuries,  Deer  Island,  petition  a  iS5-refused  a  478  c  507 

Hosea,  Samuel,  Jr. 

appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  212-confirmed  a  342;  appointed 
weigher  of  coal  a  26S-connrmed  a  313 

Hospital,  City. 

committee  :  appointed  a  57  c  65 

trustees  :  Joseph  A.  Tucker,  appointed  for  a  term  of  five  years  a  338- 
confirmed  a  34S;  notice  of  organization,  Timothy  J.  Dacey,  president, 
Henry  H.  Sprague,  clerk  and  secretary  a  460  c  467 

annual  report  :  (CD.  97)  a  726  c  769 

appropriation  :  communication  from  trustees  asking  for  an  additional 
appropriation  for  increased  accommodations,  etc.  a  4S2,  4S3~referred  to 
finance  a  483-referred  to  committee  on  appropriations  a  565  c  571 

claim:  petition  of  Angus  L.  Frazer  on  account  of  death  of  minor  son 
a  712-refused  a  932-discussed  c  95S,  959-referred  to  trustees  of  city  hos- 
pital c  959  a  9S3 

out-patients  :  order  to  transter  from  reserved  fund  to  appropriation  for 
hospital,  referred  to  finance  c  644 

Hospitals,  Lying-in. 

Cabot  st.  :  Mrs.  M.  Lietish,  petition  a  401 

Oak  place  :   N.E.  Moral   Reform  Association,  petition  a  753-granted 
•l  757 

Houghton,  Adeline. 

order  to  abate  sidewalk  assessment,  Roxbury  St.,  passed  a  S02 

Houghton,  C.  A. 

stable,  Washington  St.,  W.R.,  petition  a  743-granted  a  757 

Houghton,  Ellis. 

order  to  pay  land  damages,  widening  Norfolk  street,  passed  a  2S5 

House  of  Angel  Guardian,  Trustees. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Bennington  street,  a  269-granted 
a  377 

Houses  of  Detention.     (See  Police.) 
Howard,  John. 

sidewalk,  Colony  St.,  petition  a  S70-granted  a  929 

Howard  avenue. 

electric  lights  :  James  L.  Walsh  et  als.,  petition  a  920 
name  :  petition  to  change  name  to  Bird  st.  a  402 

pole  :    Thomas    Hanlon,  petition,  removal,  telegraph    a  561  ;    fire  com- 
missioners, petition  a  870-granted  a  93} 
sidewalk  :  petition  a  725-granted  373s,  747 

Howard  street. 

buildings  :    W.    R.    Cavanagh,    moving 

Scanlan,  petition  to  erect  a  26S 
pipe  :   H.  VV.  Miller,  petition  to  lay  pipe  across  a  920;  W.  F.  Prescott, 

granted  a  933;  Isaac  B.Rich,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934 
sewer  :  C.  Cunningham,  petition  a  iS5-order  for  hearing  a  542-hearing 

a 501-granted  a  590 
stables  :  T.  F.  Scanlan,  petition  a  269-granted  a  342,350;  T.  F.  Scanlan, 

granted  a  373  c  3S2 
tracks  :  J.  Gilbert,  Jr.,  &  Co.,  remonstrance  against  a  161 

Howe,  J.  Murray,  ct  als. 

petition  to  remove  tree,  Union  park  a  S42-referred  to  committee  on  com- 
mon aS72-grantcd  a  895 

Howe,  T.  W. 

stable,  Kemble  street,  granted  a  5SS;  stable,  Kcmble  St.,  petition  a  725- 
granted  a  737 

Howland-street  Extension. 

sewer  :  petition  a  5S5-order  for  hearing  a672-hcaring  a  691-ordered  a  720 

Hub  Carbon  Co. 

steam-engine,  Lowland  St.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  372-hearing 
a  475-granted  a  566 

Hubbard,  Geo.  M. 

petition,  compensation,  damages  to  estate  by  dogs,  refused  a  140 

Hubbard,  J. 

petition  that  city  sell  him  land,  Trcmont  street,  a  241-report  of  committee 
on  public  lands,  with  order  for  sale,  etc.,  amended,  passed  a  461-dis. 
cussed  c  467  469-assigned  c  469 


granted    a   727 ;    Thomas  F. 


(58) 


HUCKINS 


INAUGURAL   ADDRESS 


Huckins,  P.  S.,  &  Co.  | 

petition  and  order  for  hearing,  steam-engine,  Border  St.,  a  25-hearing 
a 103-granted  a  217 

Huckins  avenue. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk  :  petition  a  931 

Hudson-street  Primary  School.     (See  Schools.) 
Hugh  O'Brien  School.     (See  Schools.) 

Hughes,  A.  H.,  et  ah. 

petition  that  Hyde  Park  avenue  be  watered  a  634 

Hughes,  Edward. 

appointed  assistant  weigher  and  inspector  of  vessels  and  ballast  a  345- 
confirmed  a  377 

Hughes,  J.  F. 

petition,  license  to  run  barges,  South  Boston,  a  160-granted  a  164;  peti- 
tion for  extension  of  license  a  214-refused  a  412 

Hughes,  Peter  J. 

petition  for  compensation  for  labor  and  materials  for  work  on  engine- 
house  on  Boylston  street  a  241-refused  a  341  c  355;  petition  for  compen- 
sation for  personal  injuries,  Cambridge  st.  a  241 

Hulbert,  Fanny  and  Maria  P. 

sidewalk,  Regent  St.,  petition  a  824 

Hulbert  street. 

sewer  :  petition  a  692-order  for  hearing  a  720-hearing  a  724 

Humboldt  avenue. 

extension:  order  to  pay  land  damages  to  Albert  R.  Wentworth,  passed 

a594;  report  of  finance  with  order  for  transfer,  accepted  c  1049-discussed, 

passed  c  1057  a  1061 
grading:  report  of  finance  on  order  of  last  year  for  grading  at  certain 

sum,  recommending  reference  to  committee  on    appropriations    a  13S 

c  i4S-report,  no  action  necessary,  accepted  a  iSS  c  194 
land  damages  :  order  to  pay  Andreas  Blume,  passed  c  56 
sewer:    Mrs.    Minnie    Stone,   petition,  abatement,  assessment   a  536; 

Jonathan  French,  assessment  abated  aoiS 
stable  :  Frank  E.  Wilbur,  petition  a  753-granted  a  777,  778 

Humphreys,  Henry,  et  ah. 

sewer,  Ceylon  St.,  petition  a  724 

Humphreys  street. 

edgestones  :  petition,  removal  a483~granted  a  543 

Hunneman,  Ellen  M. 

sidewalk,  Pen-in  St.,  granted  a  727 

Hunneman,  Wm.  C,  et  ah. 

petition  that  coasting,  Forest  St.,  R.,  be  prohibited  a  75-granted  a  139 

Hunneman  street. 

stable:  Joseph  Harris,  petition  a7i2-granted  a  727 

steam-engine  :  Fred  W.  Ross,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  920- 
hearing  a  9S3-granted  a  10C9 

Hunnewell,  Arthur. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  St.  James  ave.,  petition  a  743-granted  a  762 

Hunt,  Mary. 

petition,  personal  injuries  on  drop  of  So.  Ferry  a  776-refused  a  S2S  c  S32 

Hunter,  Charles  M. 

petition  and  order  for  hearing,  bay-window,  Marion  St.,  C.  a  744-hearing 
a  75 1 -granted  a  761 

Huntington,  Wm.  S. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Huntington  avenue. 

bay-window  :  Geo.  W.  Taylor,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  945- 

hearing  a  9S3~granted  a  9S6 
coal-bole  :  W.  L.  Pierce,  trustee,  petition  a  9SS-granted  a  1010 
crosswalk  :  O.  H.  Drisco  &  Son  et  al.i.,  petition  a  842 
edgestones  :  petition  a  735-granted  a  747,  933 
edgestones  and   sidewalk:  A.    Knowlton,    petition  3241;  petition 

a  347'  502>  5S7-granted  aS93-petition  a  662;  petition  a  691-granted  a  693, 

7'9>  73S;  petition  a  S24-gianted  a  S96 
eleeti  ic  ligbt. :  Carl  Zerrahn  et  als.;  petition  a  338 
poles  :  Brush  Electric  Light  Co.,  petition  a  402-granted  a  543 
sewer  :  petition  a  459-re(used  a  1063 
sidewalk  :    A.  S.  Potter,  petition    a  241-granted  a  462-petition  a  661- 

granted  a  693;  petition  a  7oS-granted  a  S76;  petition  a  1016 
steam-engine  :  Wm.  Ralcliffe,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  161- 

hearing  a  236-granted  a  272;  A.  Knowlton  et  als.,  petition  a  371-granted 

a  406;  Peter  Graffam,  petition  a  501-granted  asSS;  R.  H.  Allen,  petition 

as6i-granted  a  5SS;  EdwardB.  Horn,  petition  as6i-granted  a  5SS 


Huntington  street. 

edgestones  :  petition  a  920 

Huntress,  W.  C. 

appointed  measurer  of  grain  a  482-confirmed  a  538 

Hurlbert  street. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk  :  petition  a  562 

Hurley,  Cornelius. 

stable,  Farnham  St.,  petition  a  33S-granted  a  350 

Hurley,  Daniel. 

appointed  measurer  of  grain  a  212-confirmed  a  242 

Hurley,  Jeremiah. 

edgestones,  Clifton  St.,  petition  a  536- granted  a  566 

Hurley,  John. 

sidewalk,  F  St.,  granted  a  S46 

Hurney,  M.  J.,  et  als. 

lamps,  Howard  ave.,  D.,  petition  a  775 

Hussey,  Henry. 

petition  to  remove  tree,  East  Fourth  St.  a  562 

Hussey  &  Garvin. 

petition,  compensation,  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs,  granted  a  140 

Hutchins  street,  Roxbury. 

sewer  :  M.  Roak,  petition  a  1S5 

Hyams,  H.  M. 

sidewalk,  Tremont  St.,  petition  a  S42-granted  a  876 

Hyams,  Mary,  et  ah. 

lamps,  Sewell  pi.,  petition  a  S70 

removal,  tree,  Tremont  St.,  petition  a  9S3- referred  to  superintendent  of  com- 
mon a  1010 

Hyde,  J.  S. 

petition  to  refund  sewer  assessment,  Boston  st.  c  256-refused  a  313  c  336; 
order  to  reassess  sewer  assessment,  Westville  st.,  passed  a  344;  notice 
of  an  appeal  to  a  jury  from  the  assessment  by  the  city  for  a  sewer,  West- 
ville st.,  D.  a  371 

Hyde,  S.  E. 

stable,  Gardner  St.,  B.,  petition  a  753-granted  a  77S 
steam-engine,  Gardner  St.,  petition  a  10S9 

Hyde  and  Joshua  Bates  Schools.     (See  Schools.) 
Hyde  Park  avenue. 

stable  :  F.  B.  Cordingly,  petition  a  726-granted  a  737 
watered  :  A.  H.  Hughes  et  als.,  petition  a  634 

Hyde  School.     (See  Schools.) 
Hyde  street. 

stable  :  W.  L.  Lewis,  petition  a  743- refused  a  757;  petition  a  775-refused 
aS2S 

Hydrants,  Care  of.     (See  Streets.) 

Hynes,  John. 

stable,  East  Chester  park,  petition  a  931-granted  a  951 

I  street. 

claim  :  John  Rafferty,  personal  injuries,  refused  a  251 
poles  :  Boston  Electric  Light  Co.,  petition  a  945-granted  a  947 
steam-engine  :  A.  K.  Richmond,  petition  a  946-granted  a  9S6 

Idaho  street. 

lamps  :  F.  Fabian  et  als.,  petition  a  743 

Imbreschird,  John. 

stable,  Boylston  ave.,  W.R.,  petition  a  iS5~granted  a  216 

Improved  Sewerage.     (See  Sewerage,  Improved.) 
Inaugural  Address. 

of  Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  pages  i-xx  ;  request  for  copy,  etc.,  passed  c  6a  23 
committee  on  disposition  ot  topics  in  address,  appointed  c  6  a  23 


(59) 


INCIDENTAL    EXPENSES 


JELLISON 


Incidental  Expenses. 

anniversary  of  settlement  of  Boston  :  order  that  expenses  attend- 
ing the  ringing  of   hells  he  charged  to  incidentals,  passed  a  779  c  784 

appropriation  (CD.  30)  request  additional,  referred  to  finance  a  1 1  1- 
report,  with  order  for  transfer,  passed  c  132  a  137;  request  (CD.  169) 
for  additional  appropriation,  referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  1022- 
report  and  order  to  transfer,  accepted,  assigned  c  1049- amended,  re- 
committed c  1057-report  with  oider,  accepted,  passed  a  1066-discussed 
c  10721074-amended,  passed  c  1074-referred  to  finance  a  1093;  copies  of 
bills,  placed  on  file  c  1072 

Indebtedness,  Certificates   of.      {See  Treasury.) 
Independence  square. 

tlrinliiiig-foiiiitaiii  :  order  that  superintendent  of  common,  etc.,  in- 
clude in  estimates  sum  sufficient  for  erection  of,  referred  to  committee 
on  appropriations  c  So-report,  no  action  necessary  a  iSS  c  194 

Index  Commissioners. 

appropriation  for  indexing-,  petition  a  1016-granted  a  1034,  1035 

India  street. 

furnace:  Thomas  Burke,  petition  a  311 

paving:  ordered  a  673 

steam-engine  :  T.  Burke,  refused  a  106S 

India  Wharf  Proprietors. 

sidewalk,  Atlantic  ave.,  petition  a  614 

Industrial  School  in  South  Cove.     {See  Schools.) 
Ingalls,  Frederic  P. 

bond  as  constable  approved  a  1S7 

Inglis,  Eliza    A. 

edgestone  assessment,  Rand  St.,  abated  3947 

Innis,  Geo.  H. 

appointed  constable  in  superior  civil  court  a  9S3-confirmed  a  9S9 

Inspectors  of  Prisons.     {See  Courts.) 
Institutions,  Public. 

committee  :  appointed  a  57  c  65 

annual  report  :  (CD.  9)  a  in  c  11S 

directors:  Jeremiah  H.  Mullane  appointed  to  fill  unexpired  term  of  J. 
H.O'Neil  a  21-conrirmed  a  52;  Jeremiah  H.  Mullane,  Kdward  B.  Ran- 
kin, Thomas  R.  Mathews  appointed  for  term  of  three  years  a  21- 
as signed  a  52-confirmcd  a  76;  notice  of  organization,  John  B.  Martin, 
president,  and  Wm.  H.  Hodgkins,  clerk  a  460  c  467 

appropriation:  request  for  an  additional  appropriation  for  lunatic 
hospital,  Marcel la-st.  Home,  and  almshouse,  Charlestown  (CD.  36), 
referred  to  finance  a  162-report,  with  order  for  transfer,  accepted, 
passed  a  189;  request  of  directors  for  transfer  from  House  of  Industry  to 
Home  for  Paupers,  referred  to  finance  a  743-report,  accepted,  discussed 
c  791-793-assigned  c  S2c-discussed  c  S32,  833- passed  c  S33 ;  report  of 
finance  on  transfer  from  House  of  Industry  to  the  appropriation  Home 
for  Paupers,  accepted,  passed  c  S32  a  S43 

Austin  farm :  order  that  expense  of  maintaining-  institution  be  charged 
to  appropriation  for  Home  for  Paupers,  I^ong  island,  discussed,  passed, 
c  420,  427 

clerk  of  hooks  and  accounts:  bond  of  F.W.  Knowles,  referred  to 
committee  on  bonds  aS93 

lunatic  hospital  :  request  from  directors  that  the  city  council  transfer 
for  the  use  of  hospital  that  portion  of  land  in  South  Boston  formerly 
rented  to  the  house  of  correction,  referred  to  committee  on  public  insti- 
tutions a  u2-report  and  order  to  transfer,  accepted,  passed  a  275  c  307; 
order  to  consider  expediency  of  removing  childien  of  Marcella-st.  home 
to  Austin  Farm,  and  of  using  home  for  lunatic  asylum  referred  to  com- 

'  mittee  on  public  institutions  a  S53 

Lous?  Island  :  request  of  directors  of  public  institutions  that  the  ex- 
pended balance  for  wharf  be  transferred  to  the  appropriation  for  Home 
for  Paupers  at  Long  Island  a45S-report  of  finance  with  order  for  transfer, 
accepted,  passed  a  592  c  604;  order  to  transfer  portion  owned  bv  cily  to 
board  of  directors,  with  communication  from  mayor  transmitting  com- 
munication from  directors  relative  to,  passed  c  6Q9,  713  a  716 

quarterly  report :  a  340  c  355  ;  a  693  c  70S;  a  S25  c  S31 

Ka  ins  ford  Island  hospital  :  order  that  committee  on  public  insti- 
tutions report  condition  of,  passed  c  255  a  271 

rooms:  communication  from  directors  asking  for  three  extra  rooms  in 
the  rear  of  rooms  already  assigned  them  at  Beacon-st.  building,  referred 
to  committee  on  public  buildings  a  162-report,  no  action  necessary  a  252 
e  256 

topics  in  mayor's  address:  referred  c  101  a  106 

Instructions,  Public.     {See  Schools.) 

Interest.     {See  Finance.) 

International  Union  of  Bricklayers.     {See  Bricklayers.) 

Investigation  of  Board  of  Police.     {See  Police.) 

Investigation  of  Councilman  Lauten.   {See  Lauten,  Albert; 
Common  Council.) 


(GO) 


Investigation  of  Superintendent  of  Bridges.  (See  Bridges.) 
Investigation,  Maguire-Corse. 

petition  of  P.  Maguire  asking  that  committee  be  appointed  to  investigate 
charge  made  by  Gen.  John  M.  Corse,  discussed,  order  to  appoint  com- 
mittee, etc.,  passed  a  799  c  Si2-majority  and  minoritv  reports  a  S74-S76- 
accepted  a  S76  c  910 

Isabella  street. 

claims  :  T.  E.  Lewis,  personal  injuries,  refused  a  350  c  355 
sidewalk  :  granted  a  462 


Jackson,  A. 

stable,  Lenox  St.,  petition  a  Sgi-granted  a  925 

Jackson,  Annie  M. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Moore  St.  a  561 

Jackson,  C. 

edgestones,  Norfolk  St.,  granted  a  4S0 

Jackson,  Henry. 

sewer  assessment,  Moore  St.,  abated  a  672 

Jackson,  James,  et  ah. 

lamp,  Salem  St.,  W.R.,  petition  a  753 
petition,  sewer,  Salem  st.  a  752 

Jackson,  John  W. 

appointed  assistant  harbor-master  a  73-confirmed  am 

Jackson,  Samuel,  Heirs. 

petition  to  reapportion  sewer  assessment,  Washington  st.  a  34$-granted 
a  377 

Jackson,  Susan  C. 

petition  to  exchange  tree,  Marlboro'  st.  a  535 

Jackson,  Thomas,  et  ah. 

sewer,  Hampshire  St.,  petition  a  724 

Jackson,  Wm. 

appointed  city  engineer  a  21-assigned  a  54-confirmed  a  76 

Jackson  street,  Charlestown. 

claims  :  J.  Stone,  damages  to  property,  petition  a  214 

Jacobs,  Paul  H. 

petition,  damages  to  business  by  impediment  of  travel  and  erection  of 
fence  on  permit  granted  by  city  a  S42-refused  a  925  c  958 

Jail.     (See  Courts.) 

Jamaica  Plain  Base-Ball  Ground.     (See  Parks.) 
Jamaica  Pond  Aqueduct  Co.     (See  Water.) 
Jamaica  Pond  Grounds. 

fence  around  :  order  to  paint  iron  fence,  referred  to  committee  on  com- 
mon c  Sn 

Jamaica  street. 

sewer  :  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  2S2-henring  a  300-ordered  a  343  ; 

Thomas  Cangley  et  ah.,  remonstrance  against  a  3iS-refused  a  1063 
stable  :  Thomas  Maginnis,  petition  a  753-granted  a  77S 

James,  Mrs.  Ellen. 

steam-engine,  Princeton  St.,  petition  a  932-granted  3992 

James,  Francis,  et  ah. 

sidewalk,  West  First  St.,  petition  a  945-granted  a  947 

James,  George. 

appointed  superintendent  of  West  Roxbury  hay-scales  a  371-confirmed 
a  406 

James  &  Mabury. 

petition,  damages  to  horse  and  wagon  a  105-granted  a  217  c  225-veto  of 
mayor,  with  opinion  of  corporation  counsel,  discussed,  passed  over  veto 
a  240-discussed  c  305,  306-passed  c  305 

James  and  Concord  streets. 

lamps  :  E.  Boursand  ct  a/s.,  electric  light,  petition  a  161 

Janse,  Mrs.  Johanna,  ct  ah. 

petition,  grade  damages,  Russell  court  a  725 

Jellison,  E.  S. 

petition,  compensation,  personal  injuries  a  105-refused  a  272  c  2S9 


JENKINS 


JURORS 


Jenkins,  Catherine  B. 

petition,  removal,  tree,  Western  ave.,  petition  a  iooS-granted  a  ioio 

Jenkins,  Wm. 

petition  and  order  for  hearing,  bay-window,  Dorchester  ave.  a  945-hearing 
a  oSS-granted  a  101S 

Jenkins  street. 

claims  :  Wm.  J.  Corbett,  petition  to  be  paid  balance  tax-sale  of  estate 
a  241 

stable  :  H.  P.  Lane,  petition  a  475-granted  a  490;  Asahel  Goudey,  peti- 
tion a  734-granted  a  746 

Jenness,  Albert  R. 

order  to  pay  land  damages  by  laying  out  and  extending  Benedict  St.,  C, 
passed  a  766 

Jenness  &  Glover. 

stable,  Mather  St.,  petition  a  33S-granted  a  350 

Jenney  Manf.  Co. 

petition,  license,  petroleum,  etc.  a  33S-granted  a  591 :  petition,  better  sewer- 
age, First  st.  a  634;  petition,  license  for  petroleum  a  735-granted  a  S03 

Jennings,  W.  H.,  ct  als. 

petition  that  coasting  on  double-runners  be  allowed  in  Charlestown  a  51- 
communication  from  police  specifying  streets  a  75 

Jerome  street. 

edgestones  :  petition  a  371 

Jewett,  Mrs.  J.  A. 

sidewalk,  Winslow  St.,  granted  a  566 

Jobling,  Catherine  B. 

stable,  Paysou  ave.,  petition  a  459-granted  1479 

John  A.  Andrew  Post  15.     {See  G.A.R.) 
John  A.  Andrew  street. 

building:  Isaac  Blair  &  Co.,  petition  to  move  a  1033-granted  a  1035 

John  A.  Hawes    Post  159.     (See  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public.) 
John  street. 

steam-pipe  :  J.  &  D.  Plummtr,  petition  a  214;  Richard  Bradley,  peti- 
tion a  269-granted  a  314 

Johnson,  Mrs.  A.,  et  als. 

petition  for  removal  of  tree,  Thornton  St.,  R.  a  214 

Johnson,  Mrs.  A.  F. 

petition,  compensation,  loss  of  fowls  killed  bj'  dogs,  granted  a  140 

Johnson,  Benjamin,  et  als. 

petition  for  change  in  the  hours  of  opening  and  closing  Faneuil-hall  mar- 
ket a  536-granted  c  S47  a  563 

Johnson.  Charles. 

petition,  athletic  entertainment,  Music  Hall  a  1060-granted  a  1063 

Johnson,  Ellen  A. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  H  St.,  petition  a  4S3~granted  a  543 

Johnson,  George. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Johnson,  J.  W.,  &  Co. 

stable,  Chardon  St.,  petition  a  459-granted  a  479 

Johnson,  Jane  L.  D. 

sidewalk,  West  Third  St.,  petition  a  79S 

Johnson,  John  M. 

appointed  superintendent  South  Boston  hay-scales  a  371-confirmed  a  406 
Johnson,  W.,  et  als. 
petition,  use  of  Faneuil  hall  a  3415-granted  a  374 

Johnson  &  Co. 

stable,  H  St.,  petition  a  614-granted  a  641 

Johnston,  James. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  c  326-refused  a  407  c  427 


Johnston,  T.  A. 

edgestones  and  sidew*alk,  Cumberland  St.,  petition  a  401-granted  a  462 

Johnston,  Thomas. 

F.  Pease  et  als.,  petition  in  aid  of  above  to  be  placed  on  retired  police 
list  a  5S6 

Johnston  &  Potter. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  St.  Botolph  St.,  petition  a  536-granted  a  738 

Joint  Rules  and  Orders.     (See  Rules  and  Orders.) 
Jones,  Cook,  &  Co. 

petition,  derrick,  East  Second  st.  a  9S3~granted  a  9S7 

Jones,  Elizabeth. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Tremont  St.  a  561-gTanted  a  590 

Jones,  Frank  &  Son. 

report  and  order  to  pav  certain  sum  for  extra  expenses  incurred  on  account 
of  contract  on  Harrison  ave.  school-hou^e,  accepted,  referred  to  finance 
a  727-report  and  order  to  pay,  accepted  a  73S-passed  a  744-discussed, 
assigned  c  769,  770-discussed  CS19,  S20-assigned  c  $20-passed  c  S33 

Jones,  Frank  B. 

order  to  pay  land  damages,  relocation,  Union  ave.,  D.,  passed  a  930 

Jones,  Geo.  S.,  et  als. 

lamps,  Auburn  sq.,  petition  a  S70 

Jones,  L.  E.  A.,  et  als. 

sewer,  Boston  St.,  petition  a  1S5 

Jones,  Lewis. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Jones,  Lewis,L. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Jones,  Lewis  &  Son. 

electric  light,  Warrentou  St.,  petition  a  100S 

Jones,  M.  E.  R. 

petition  to  abate  edgestone  and  sidewalk  assessment,  Utica  St.  a  135-re 
fused  a  161 

Jones  avenue.  Dorchester. 

stable  :  Wm.  Laughlin,  petition  a  753-granted  a  77S 

Jordan,  A.  C. 

steam-engine,  Mt.  Vernon  St.,  petition  a  945-granted  a  9S6 

Jordan,  August. 

edgestones,  East  Fifth  St.,  petition  a  634-granted  a  719 

Jordan,  Chas.  D. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  26S-connrmed  a  313 

Jordan,  Horace  A.,  et  als. 

plank-walk,  Alston  St.,  B.,  petition  a  1016 

Jordan.  James  C. 

bulkhead,  Branch  St.,  petition  a  1033-granted  a  1040 

Josslyn,  Freeman  M. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk.  Fifth  st.  a  401-granted  a  4S0;  edgestone  and 
sidewalk,  assessment,  East  Fifth  St.,  reassessed  a  947 

Joy,  George  M.,  ct  als. 

lamps.  Weld  st.,  W.  R.,  petition  a  712 

Judiciary. 
committee  :  appointed  c  66 

Judkins,  C.  S.,  et  als. 

electric  light,  East  Sixth  St.,  petition  a  34S 

July  Fourth.     (See  Fourth  of  July.) 

June,  Seventeenth.     (See  Seventeenth  of  June.) 

Jurors. 

drawn:  a  51.  73,  103,  1S5,  26S,  337.  345.  37">  45S.  475.  6l3>  63'.  7".  7M- 

739.  740.  75'.  774-  S22,  S42,  92°.  93'.  9S3.  9S3.  >°°S,  1033 
jury-list  :  communication  from  registrars  of  voters,  transmitting  list  of 

jurors,   discussed    a    271-assigned   a  272-discussed   a  31S,   3JcHist    as 

amended,  accepted  a  319 


(Gl) 


K   STREET 


KENNEY 


K  street. 

building  :  E.  C.  GifTord,  petition  to  erect  a  looS-report,  no  action  neces- 
sary a  i<>35  c  104S 
sidewalk :  granted  a  640 

Kaney,  John,  ct  als. 

edgestones,  Boston  St.,  petition  a  725 

Kapiolani,  Queen.     {See  Distinguished  Visitors.) 
Kauffer,  Mrs  M.  A. 

stable.  Bowdoin  ave.,  D.,  petition  a  931-granted  a  950 

Kearney,  Lucy. 

personal  injuries,  Chambers  St.,  petition  a  26S 

Kearns,  Edward  F. 

appointed  inspector  of  hay  and  straw  a  212-confirmed  a  242 

Kearns,  Hannah. 

order  to  refund  portion  of  liquor-license  fee,  passed  a  114  c  119 

Kearsarge  Burial-Ground. 

order  to  take  petition  for  removal  from  files  and  refer  to  special  commit- 
tee, passed  c  26-appointed  c  66  a  75;  order  for  committee  to  report  in 
print,  passed  c  547  a  563;  order  to  submit  report  in  print,  passed  c  1048 
a  1060 

Keating,  John  J. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Keeby,  Mary  E. 

sidewalk,  Dennis  st.,  petition  a  S91 

Keegan,  Hannah. 

order  to  pay  land  damages,  laying  out  Sackville  St.,  passed  a  116 

Keely,  John  A. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-connrmed  a  313 

Keenan,  James. 

athletic  and  variety  entertainment,  Union  Base-ball  grounds,  discussed , 
granted  a  764,  765 

Keith,  B.  F. 

petition,  license,  new  Gaiety  Museum  a  712 

petition  to  have  an  outrider  on   horse-back  to  play  a  cornet  a  734-granted, 

a  736 
license,  Gaiety  Museum,  granted  a  746 
sacred  concerts,  Bijou  Theatre,  licenses  granted  a  777 

Keliher,  Thomas  J.,  Councilman,  Ward  16. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed  :  committee  to  collect  and  count  ballots  for  president  c  5; 
topics  in  mayor's  address  c  6;  appropriations,  claims,  department  of 
the  inspection  of  buildings,  underground  wires,  water,  mayor's  address 
c  6406;  funeral  ex-mayor  Albert  Palmer  c  533 

remarks  :  Frank  Jones's  claim  c  ^19;  sale,  old  material  by  water  depart- 
ment c  1079,  loSo 

Kellar,  Wm. 

stable,  Westville  st.,  petition  a  311-granted  a  342 

Kelley,  Annie. 

petition,  damages  by  bursting  sewer,  H  st.  c  256-refused  a  1066 

Kelley,  Hannah. 

stable,  Winship  pi.,  B.,  petition  a  1060 

Kelley,  Henry. 

petition  to  erect  building,  Dudley  st.  a  776-granted  c  S20  aS24 

Kelley,  James  F. 

stable,  Western  ave.,  granted  a  737 

stable,  Eustis  st.,  petition  a  775-granted  a  S03 

Kelley,  Mrs.,  ct  ah. 

lamps,  Cornwall  St.,  petition  a  920 

Kelley,  Peter. 

steam-engine,  Smith  st.,  petition  a  735-granted  a  745 

Kelley,  Thomas. 

order  to  pay  land  damages,  extension  of  Bennington  st.,  passed  a  594 

Kelley,  Thomas  F.,  Councilman,  Ward  8. 

qualified  :   page  2 

appointed:  committee  to  collect  and  count  ballots  for  president  c  5; 
markets  c  65  ;  fourth  of  July  c  325 

remarks  :  fire-department  buildings  c  151  ;  engine  No.  6  c  290;  appropri- 
ation bill  c  441 


Kelley,  Wm. 

stable,  Emerson  st.,  petition  a  797-granted  a  S26 

Kelley  &  Durkee. 

petition,  removal,  police-signal,  Berkeley  st.  a870 

Kelly,  Bernard. 

petition  to  be  refunded  a  portion  of  sewer  assessment,  Market  etals.  sts., 
B.,  a  oS3-granted  a  1009 

Kelly,  Bridget. 

sidewalk,  Vernon  St.,  petition  a  45S-granted  a  479 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Blue  Hill  ave.,  petition  a  735-granted  a  802 

sidewalk  assessment,  Vernon  St.,  abated  a  747 

Kelly,  Catharine. 

petition  to  refund  liquor-license  fee,  refused  a  113  c  118 

Kelly,  Mrs.  Dennis. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  asssessment,  Ferrin  St.,  C.  a  735-refused  a  77S 

Kelly,  James. 

petition  to  dump  sand  and  gravel  on  vacant  lot  on  West  Newton  St.  a  371- 
report,  no  action  necessary  a  461  c  467 

Kelly,  John. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  26S-connrmed  a  313 

Kelly,  John  H. 

petition,  license  to  water  streets  in  West  Roxbury  a  401 -refused  a  461 

Kelly,  Martha  A. 

personal  injuries,  Berwick  park,  refused  a  272  c  289 

Kelly,  Mary  E. 

edgestones,  Blue  Hill  ave.,  petition  a  735-granted  a  802 

Kelly,  Michael. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Hurlbert  St.,  petition  a  562 

Kelly,  Wm.  D.,  et  ah. 

petition,  lamp,  Regent  court  a  402 

Kellough,  Arthur  F. 

sidewalk,  Havre  st.,  petition  a  536-granted  a  593 

Kemble  street. 

stal>Ie  :  T.  W.  Howe,  granted    a   5SS;  T.    W.   Howe,  petition    a    725- 
granted  a  737;  Thomas  H.  Lynch,  petition  a  725-granted  a  737 

Kemp,  James  A.,  et  ah. 

petition  that  land  be  selected  in  Washington  village  for  play-ground  c  256 

Kemp,  John  S. 

sidewalk,  Alaska  St.,  petition  a  824 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Blue  Hill  ave.,  petition  a  S24 

Kemp,  R.  H. 

petition  to  plant  trees,  Dale  st.  a  S70-granted  a  950 

Kendall,  Frederick. 

order  to  pay  grade  damages,  Boylston  St.,  passed  a  729 

Kendall,  George  A. 

steam-engine,  Friend  St.,  petition  a  161-granted  a  iSS 

Kendall,  J.  B. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  West  Chester  park,  petition  a  536-granted  a  566 
petition  to  grade  Newbury  st.  a  743 
sewer,  Newbury  si.,  petition  a  743 

Kendall,  Josiah  B. 

order  to  pay  land  damages,  Commonwealth  ave.,  passed  a  106S 

Kendrick,  Eliza. 

sewer  assessment,  Mt.  Pleasant  ave.,  abated  a  736 

Kennedy,  John  J.,  Councilman,  Ward  8. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed  :  committee  on  overseers  of  the  poor  c  65 

Kenney,  James. 

stable,  Quincy  St.,  petition  a  753-granted  a  777 

Kenney,  John. 

appointed  chief  weigher  and   inspector  of  vessels  and  ballast  a  345-0011- 
firmed  a  377-bond  approved  a  405 

Kenney,  John. 

petition,  compensation,  damages  to  property  a  725-rcfused  a  1065  c  1073 
(02) 


KENSINGTON   STREET 


KYTE 


Kensington  street. 

steam-engine  :  James  R.  Daley,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934 

Keogh,  John. 

petition  for  removal  of  tree,  Marcella  St.,  R.  a  160 

Keough,  R.  F. 

appointed  director  of  East  Boston  ferries  a  2i-confirmed  a  53 
steam-engine,  Saratoga  St.,  E.B.,  petition  a  161-granted  a  1S9 

Kerosene  Heating  Co. 

steam-engine,  High  St.,  petition  a  752-granted  a  951 

Kerr,  Peter. 

order  to  pay,  land  damages,  Bennington  St.,  passed  a  674 

Kerrigan,  P.  H. 

steam-engine,  Brookford  St.,  R.,  petition  a  161-granted  a  1S9;  petition,  re- 
moval,"tree,  Blue  Hill  ave.  a  33$-granted  a  350;  petition,  abatement,  sewer 
assessment,  Brookford  St.  a  371-refused  a  462;  edgestones  and  sidewalk, 
Brookford  St.,  petition  a  45S-granted  a  4S0 

Keyes,  George  H. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  482-confirmed  a  53S 

Keystone  Files.     (See  Common  Council.) 
Kidder  Press  Co. 

steam-engine,  Norfolk  ave.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  776-hear- 
ing  S.|3-granted  a  S77 

Kidney,  Charles. 

appointed  superintendent  of  North  scales  a  371-confirmed  a  406 

Kidney,  John  A. 

lamp,  Van  Winkle  St.,  petition  a  724 

Kieley,  Lawrence. 

petition,  compensation  for  loss  of  fowls  a  775-granted  a  S95 

Kiernan,  Michael. 

stable,  Lexington  ave.,  petition  a  842 

Kiessling,  C.  H.,  et  ah. 

petition  that  sidewalks  and  crossings,  Washington  St.,  W.R.,  be  put  in 
order,  etc.  a  269 

Kilby  street. 

re-surface  :  order  to  resurface  with  asphalt,  assigned  a  420-discussed. 

assigned  a  460-passed  a  593-indefinitely  postponed  a  595 
steam-engine  :  Robert  Codman,  petition  a  946-granted  a  9S6 

Killeen,  Ellen. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Lincoln  St.,  B.  a  402-granted  a  479 
petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Lincoln  St.,  B.  a  561 

Killian,  John  E. 

petition  to  suspend  flag,  Dudley  St.  a  105-grantcd  a  114 

Killion,  Michael,  ct  ah. 

edgestones,  Heath  St.,  petition  a  712 

Killion,  William,  Heirs  of. 

sewer  assessment,  Lincoln  St.,  B.,  abated  a  61S 

Kilroy,  Peter. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Kilroy,  T. 

injuries  to  property,  Ward  and  Vancouver  sis.,  petition  a  lSs-refused  a  2Ci 
C256  .'   ■ 

Kilton  street. 

sewer  :  ordered  a  343 

Kimball,  Caleb. 

sidewalk,  Sixth  St.,  petition  a  634-granted  a  719 

Kimball  street. 

stable  :  J.  Donivan,  petition  a  753-granted  a  77S 

King,  James. 

athletic  and  variety  entertainment,  Dartmouth  St.,  petition  a  752 

King,  James  A. 

petition,  damages  to  horse  and  sleigh,  refused  a  341  c  355  ;  petition  to  be 
paid  balance  due  for  construction  of  sewer,  Centre  st.  a  ?6i->jranted  a  «o: 


lamps,  Gordon  St.,  D.,  petition  a  797 


King,  M.  A.,  et  ah. 

lamps,  Fairview  St.,  D.,  petition  a  9SS 

King,  Owen. 

petition,  compensation  for  land  taken  for  sewer  a  X033 

King,  Samuel  G. 

steam-engine,  Beaumont  St.,  granted  a  S96 

King  street. 

edgestones  :  petition  a  797- granted  a  S2S 
sewer  :  petition  a  735 

Kingsbury,  L.  Allen. 

order  that  papers  in  relation  to  quitclaim  deed  of  land  at  Wellesley  Hills 
be  taken  from  files  and  referred  to  committee  on  water  a  377  c  3S2-report 
accepted,  order  passed  a  499  c  50S 

Kingsley,  C.  M.,  et  ah. 

petition  to  macadamize  Parkman  St.  a  662 

Kingston  street. 

poles  :  N.E.  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Co.,  petition  a  241-granted  a  277 

Kinney,  Edward  A. 

appointed  measurer  of  grain  a  212-confirmed  a  242;  appointed  inspector  of 
hay  and  straw  a  212-confirmed  a  242;  appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  1015- 
confirmed  a  1034 

Kirk  street. 

lamps  :  C.  B.  Botsford,  petition  a  775 

Kirkland  street. 

land  :  communication  from  street  commissioners  requesting  authority  to 
deed  certain  land  a  26S-report  and  order  accepted,  passed  a34i-discussed, 
passed  c  360 

Kittredge,  Charles  F. 

edgestones  and  driveway,  Ashmont  St.,  petition  a  735-granted  a  762 

Kittredge,  Charles  F.,  et  ah.,  Trustees. 

lamps,  Bushnell  and  Lombard  sts.,  D.,  petition  a  797 

Klous,  Caroline  H. 

edgestones,  Maple  and  Wayne  sts.,  petition  a  4S3-granted  a  543 

Klueber,  Tobias. 

stable,  Mozart  St.,  W.  R.,  petition  a  1060 
sewer,  Mozart  St.,  petition  a  775 

Knapp,  Thomas. 

petition,  compensation  for  loss  of  fowls  a  920-granted  a  9S7 

Kneeland  street. 

flag  :  St.  James  Young  Men's  Association,  petition  a  34S-granted  a  408 
■widening:  order  that  street  commissioners  be  requested  to  prepare 
plans  ana  estimates  with  order  to  transfer  certain  sum  to  special  appro, 
priation  for,  referred  to  finance  c  59-report  no  action  necessary,  accepted 
a  !I2  c  1  iS;  report  of  finance  on  the  order  referred  as  unfinished  business 
of  last  year  to  provide  loan  for  widening,  recommending  reference  to 
committee  on  appropriations  a  13SC  i4S-report  that  order  ought  not  pass, 
accepted  a  iSS  c  194 

Knight,  E.  H. 

injuries  to  estate,  Beacon  St.,  petition  a  214-granted  a  567 

Knight,  Joseph. 

steam-engine,  State  St.,  petition  a  135-granted  a  iSS 

Knowles,  A.  W.,  ct  ah. 

petition,  sewer,  Walter  St.  a  269 

Knowles,  Francis  W. 

bond,  as  clerk  of  board  of  directors  of  public  institutions,  referred  to 
committee  on  bonds  a  S93 

Knowlton,  A. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  West  Chester  park,  petition  a  160;  edgestones 
and  sidewalk,  Huntington  ave.,  petition  a  24]  ;  steam-engine,  Hunting- 
ton ave.,  petition  a  371-granted  a  406;  steam-engine,  West  Cluster  park, 
petition  a  371-granted  a  406;  edgestones  and  sidewalks,  Huntington 
ave.,  petition  a  562-granted  a  593;  edgestones  and  sidewalk,  West 
Chester  park,  granted  a  617 ;  edgestones  and  sidewalk,  St.  Botolph  St., 
granted  a  617;  edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Huntington  ave.,  granted 
a  7.(5;  West  Chester  park,  petition  a  743-granted  a  S02 

Kohler,  Daniel  L. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Kyte,  Eliza  A. 

damages  to  property,  Wabon  St.,  refused  c  303  a  311 


(63) 


L   STREET 


LAMPS 


L  street. 

city  property  :  order  to  lease,  referred  to  committee  on  public  lands 
a  621-report  accepted,  order  passed  a  637  c  6S3 

Labor  Day. 

order  to  display  flags,  passed  c  677  a  692;  order  for  holiday,  passed  c  701 
a  716 

Labor  Parade. 

petition  to  set  apart  certain  streets  for  formation  of  procession  a  743- 
granted  a  747 

Laborers.     (See  also  Employees.) 

exemption  from  civil-service  statutes:  order  to  amend  civil-ser. 
vice  statutes  so  as  to  exempt  from  its  provisions  the  common  laborers, 
assigned  c  1022-referred  to  next  government  c  10S1  a  1093 

Ladd,  Nathaniel  W.,  Councilman,  Ward  10. 

iiualifiied  :  page  2 

upiiointecl  :  committee  on  city  treasurer's  department,  common  and 
public  grounds,  lamps  c  65;  salaries  c  90;  investigation  of  board  of 
police  c  127 

remarks  :  rules  and  orders  c  5,  6;  park  loan  c  7-10;  Saturday  half-holi- 
days c  14-18;  eight-hour  law  c  2S,  30,  31  ;  contested  election,  Ward  15 
c  35;  Ward  4  contested  election  c  42;  common  council  rules  c  47-40; 
carriages  for  officers  and  reporters  c  60;  annual  expenditures  c  62; 
abolition  of  ferry-toll  c  67 ;  navy-yard  c  69,  70;  play-grounds  c  71,  72; 
ancient  history  c  72;  horticultural  society  c  S2 ;  reference  of  orders  c  83- 
S5;  limit  of  taxation  and  borrowing  c  SS;  representation  from  wards  22 
and  25  c  91,  92;  employment  of  armed  bodies  of  men  by  corporations 
and  individuals  c  93 ;  payment  for  park  lands  c  94-97;  limit  ot  taxation 
and  indebtedness  c  102;  East  Boston  grade-crossings  c  119;  petroleum 
c  120;  investigation  of  board  of  police  c  125,  126;  adjournment  c  129- 
130;  park  loan  c  131,  132;  lunch  c  133;  carriages  for  south  Boston  council- 
men  c  145,  146;  widening  Beacon  st.  c  14S,  355*400,655;  wooden  building* 
c  I4g,  150;  police  salaries  c  152,  154;  transfers  of  sinking-fund  c  170-173; 
dwelling-houses  at  Old  Harbor  point  c  174;  investigation  of  city  clerk's 
account  c  175;  market  leases  c  17S,  179;  employment  of  police  during 
strike  c  1S1,  1S3;  salaries  in  inspection  of  buildings  department  c  183, 
184;  East  Boston  drainage  c  195,  196;  elevator,  city  hall  c  196-19S;  sala- 
ries of  assistant  inspectors  of  buildings  c  199;  draw-tender  of  Maiden 
bridge  c  224,  225;  additional  engineers,  Broadway  bridge  c  226;  occupa- 
tion of  streets  tor  building  purposes  c  227,  22S,  232,  30S,  335;  permanent 
employment  of  laborers  in  paving  department  c  234;  paving  depart- 
ment on  permanent  basis  c  255;  McGaragle  claim  c  257,  259;  McGor- 
mick's  estate  c  264-266;  draw-tenders'  salary  c  289;  assistant  clerk  of 
committees  c  292-294;  protection  ot  trees  on  common  c  301,  302;  new 
bridge  to  Cambridge  c  307,  35S,  359;  Power  square  c  326;  payment  of 
city  employees  c  327  ;  civil-service  examinations  c  327,  331 ;  removal  of 
Brighton  offal  c  336;  Roxbury  high  school  c  356,  473,  524,  525  ;  Emerson 
St.  c  357;  public  lands  c  360;  liquor  license  fees  c  360,301 ;  south  Boston 
school-house  c  366-369,  390-392;  Gaston  school-house  c  426;  appropria- 
tion bill  c  432-439,  450,  455,  624-626;  Boylston-st.  widening  c  465-467; 
Walpole-st.  school-house  c  46S,  469;  charges  for  railroad  franchise  c  469, 
470;  vacation  tor  ferry  employees  c  503;  new  court-house  loan  c  50S 
509;  salary  of  cemetery  commissioners  c  510-512;  hall-holidavs  on  Sat- 
urdays c  512,  513 ;  entertainment  of  Hon.  Win.  O'Brien  c  552,  554,  572, 
573;  salaries  of  members  of  fire  department  c  54S,  55S,  559;  subdi- 
vision of  contracts  c  5S0,  5S1  ;  entertainment  of  Terence  V.  Powdcrly 
c  574-577;  holiday  seventeenth  of  June  c  59S-600;  Beacon-hill  reservoir 
site  c  6ji,  602 ;  new  Cambridge  bridge  loan  c  603;  official  report  c  607- 
609,  627,  62S;  next  meeting  c  61 1  ;  printing  contract  c  62S,  629;  carriages 
c  645  ;  use  of  Faneuil  hall  by  queen's  jubilee  c  64S,  654;  Are  commission- 
ers'salary  c  655 ;  Albany-sl.  wharf  property  c  657,65s;  old  State-house 
memorial  c  659;  laborers  on  the  parks  c  768;  Frank  (ones'  claim  c  770; 
horses,  Chelsea  bridges  c  770,  771 ;  Lauten  investigation  C772;  police  sal- 
aries c  772,  773;  old  Franklin  school-house  c  7S1,  7S2;  home  for  paupers 
c  792;  Saturday  half-holidays  c  794,  796;  removal  of  police  signal  boxes 
c  81 1  ;  Fast  Boston  water-works  c  81 1 ,  812 ;  Roxbury  high  school  house 
c  812-S14;  sewer  department  and  improved  sewerage  c  S15,  S16;  reports 
c  S20,  S21  ;  building,  Battery  st.  c  831  ;  sundry  transfers  c  S32;  Beacon- 
hill  reservoir  e  S36,  83S ;  McLaughlin  claim  c  S39,  S40;  sewer  appropria- 
tion c  S41  ;  police  matron  c  855-S57  ;  reservoir  c  S60,  861  ;  water  appropri- 
ation c  S61,  S62 ;  police  salaries  c  S62-S66;  question  of  privilege  c  866, 
S67;  over-valuation  of  property  c  SSo;  sale  of  land,  N  St.  c  887;  widening 
Beacon  st.  c  8S7;  Wilson  estate  c  S89;  magistrates  at  police  stations 
c  903-910;  holiday,  State  and  municipal  elections  c  914,  915  ;  lease,  va- 
cant city  building  c  943  ;  Easi-st.  school-house  c  958  ;  South  bavC959: 
nuisance,  Dorchester  c 960 :  sewer  appropriation  c  960,  ofi;  East  Boston 
high  school  c  963;  paving  employees  c  9S0;  sewers,  East  Boston  c  997; 
land,  Glenarm  St.  c  99S;  new  municipal  districts  e  1002;  sewer  appro 
pri.ition  c  1004-iocO;  index  for  statutes  c  1021;  fire  department  holiday 
c  1022,  1024;  widening  Beacon  st.  c  1024,  1025;  robberies  c  1026,  1027; 
equalization  of  voters  in  City  Council  c  102S,  1029;  sewer  appropriation 
c  1030,  1032;  contingent  fund  c  1049;  incidental  expenses  c  1049;  items 
of  lulls  called  for  c  1053,  1055,  1056;  Stony  brook  c  1056;  appropriation 
for  school-house,  public  buildings  c  1056,  1057;  last  meeting  c  105S, 
1059;  election  laws  c  1069,  1070;  international  union  of  bricklayers 
c  1070;  city  building  c  1071,  1072;  incidental  and  contingent  bills  c  1073, 
1074;   reference  of  orders  to  next  government  c  107S 

La  Grange  street. 


poles  :  New  England  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Co.,  granted  a  139 
stable  :  A.  T.   Whiting,  petition  a  775-granted  a  S03 


La  Grange  street,  West  Roxbury. 

grading  and  put  in  order:  C.  Hewins  et  als.,  petition  a  160;  peti- 
tion to  grade  a  824 

lamps  :  J.  Dodge  et  n/s.,  petition  a  1015 

steam-engine  :  John  Dodge,  petition  a  S70-granted  a  934;  Boston  and 
Providence  R.R.  Co.,  petition  a  945- granted  a  9S6 

Lake  street,  Brighton. 

lamps  :   Henrietta  Cushing  et  als.,  petition  a  100S 

poles  :  fire  commissioners'  petition  to  erect  a  160-granted  a  216 

Lally,  Catherine. 

personal  injuries,  East  Third  St.,  refused  a  251  c  257 

Lally,  John. 

petition  to  move  building,  Chelsea  St.,  E.  B.  a  662;  moving  building, 
Border  St.,  granted  a  1035 

Lally,  N.  P.  A. 

lamps,  Sawyer  ave.,  D.,  petition  a  945 

Lally,  W.  A. 

stable,  Sawyer  ave.,  petition  a  269-granted  a  313;  petition,  sewer,  Sawyer 
ave.,  D.  a  691 

Lamartine  street. 

sidewalk  :  order  that  superintendent  of  streets  be  requested  to  have  the 

sidewalk  finished  in  concrete,  passed  a  1Q2 
tree  :  Wm.  R.  Lee,  petition  to  save  elm-tree  a  100S 

Lamb,  B.  P.,  et  ah. 

petition   that  Waumbeck  st.  be  put  in  condition  a  634 
Lamb,  James. 

order  to  abate  sewer  assessment,  Ferrin  St.,  passed  a  675 

Lambert,  John. 

stable,  Bennington  St.,  petition  a  725-granted  a  737 

Lambert,  Mary  A.  P.  et  ah. 

sewer,  Falcon  St.,  petition  a  712 

Lambert  Avenue. 

stable  :   Benj.  Leeds,  petition  a  561-granted  a  5SS 

Lamont  street. 

numbering:  ordered  a  929 

sewer:  petition  a  735 

stable  :  Elizabeth  Eldracher,  petition  a  734-refused  a  746 

Lamps. 

committee:  standing  — appointed  a  57 ;  joint — appointed  a  57  c  65; 
error  in  printed  list  corrected  a  79 

superintendent:  Hugh  J.  Toland,  appointed  a  21-confirmed  a  54; 
order  to  amend  chap.  6,  Rev.  Ord.,  relating  to  increase  of  salary,  laid 
on  table  c  117-taken  from  table  and  referred  to  committee  on  lamps  c  156 

annual  report  :  (CD.  49)  a  243  c  256 

electric  ligHts  :  report  no  further  action  necessary  on  petitions  to  the 
number  of  about  three  hundred  for,  accepted  a  IC94 

electric  liglits  for  9irigHton  :  report  with  order  to  contract  for, 
etc.,  accepted,  passed  a  749 

gas  contract:  order  authorizing  superintendent  to  contract  with  re- 
sponsible parties,  etc.,  passed  a  501 

gas-ligbters  :  order  to  include  in  estimates  sum  sufficient  to  pay  $2.00 
per  day,  referred  to  committee  on  appropriations  c  196;  order  that  the 
committee  on  ordinances  report  amendment  to  chap.  39,  Rev.  Old., 
establishing  salary  of,  discussed,  referred  to  committee  on  ordinances 
c  2SS 

lamps  : 
Alaric  ST. :  P.  J.  Sullivan  et  ah.,  petition  a  1015 
Alban  st.  :  Charles  R.  Orr,  petition  a  797 
Ai.undale  ST. :  Charles  H.  Souther  et  ats.,  petilion  a  932 
Allbright  court,  D.  :  Mary  E.  Rhodes  et  als.,  petition  a  945 
Armandine  ST.,  D. :  J.  H.  Wing  el  a/s.,  petition  a  691 
Ashland  ST.,  W.  R. :  Thomas   Breniian,  petition  a  753 
Auburn  ave,  C.  :  H.  N.  Avery  et  n/s.,  petition  a  712 
Auburn  scl  :  George  S.  Jones  et  als.,  petition  a  S70 
Bailey  st.  :  B.  L.  Page,  petition  a  45S 
Baldwin  st.  :  Thomas  O'Connel,  petition  a  920 
Ballard  ST. :  John  Egan  et  a/s.,  petition  a  20S 
Beaumont  st.  :  A.  H.  Stearns,  petition  a  891 
Beck  st.  :  Otto  Stucklen  et  a/s.,  petition  a  753 
Beli.evue  terrace  :  John  R.  Barry,  petition  a  S70 
Belvidere  st.  :  W.  D.  Vinal  ct  a/s.,  petition  a  99S 
Berry  ST.,  W.  R. :  F.  F.  Lennon,  petition  aSgi 
Bolster  st.  :  A.  Cassidy  et  a/s.,  petition  a  842 
Boylston  ST. :  Fred   lie'cd,  petition  a  753 

Broad- ST.  AVE.,  W.  R.  :  M.  Cunningham  et  a/s.,  petition  a  891 ' 
Brook  st.  :  Patrick  Corliss  et  als.,  petition  a  9S3 
Brooks  St.  :  Lewis  Sears  et  als.,  petition  a  1060 
Bunker   Hill  st.  :  Rev,  James  N.  Supple  et  als.,  petition  a  311 
Bushneli.  and  Lombard  sts.,  D. :  Charles  F.  Kittredge  et  als.,  trus- 
tee, petition  a  797 
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Caledonia  st.  :  Wm.  Bassett,  petition  a  823 

Canterbury  st.  :  J.  M.  Galvin  et  als.,  petition  a  691 

Centre  st.  :  Mrs.  T.  B.  Williams  et  als.,  petition  a  4S3;  Owen  Nawn, 

petition  a  662;  T.  B.  Williams  et  ats.,  petition  a  891 
Chardon  ST. :  John  T.  Bernard  &  Co.  et  als.,  petition  a  753 
Charles  St.,  W.  R. :  C.  R.  Paige  el  als.,  petition  a  613 
Chestnut  sq^.,  W.  R. :  G.  W.  Fowle,  petition  a  S91 
Chickatawbut  st.  :  B.  H.  West,  M.I).,  et  als.,  petition  a  33S 
Claremont  park  :  Thomas  R.  White,  petition  a  613 
Clifton  st.  :  Geo.  S.  West,  petition  a  1008 
Cornwall  st.  :  Mrs.  Kelley  et  als.,  petition  a  920 
Crawford  st.  :  C.  Mann  et  als.,  petition  a  712 
Darling  st.,  D. :  S.  J.  Capen  et  ats.,  petition  a  9S8 
Dartmouth  st.  :  James  M.  Gray,  petition  a  842 
Derne  ST.  passage-way:  Jacob  Fottler,  petition  a  613 
Devens  st.  C. :  G.  N.  Fisher  et  als.,  petition  a  45S 
Dorchester  ave.  :  Geo.  H.  Alexander  et  als.,  petition  a  9SS 
Durham  st.  :  Geo.  W.  Wiswall,  petition  a  S70 
Elm-hill  ave.  :  W.  M.  Osborne,  petition  a  842 
Elm  lawn,  D. :  Chas.  H.  Streeter  et  als.,  petition  a  458 
Erie  ave.  :  A.  H.  Patten  et  als.,  petition  a  797 ;  F.  Lovis  et  als.,  petition 

a  932 
Evans  st.  :  W.  H.  Davis  et  als.,  petition  a  9S3 
Fairview  st.  :  M.  A.  King  el  als.,  petition  a  9S8 
Fenton  place,  D. :  Miss  Annie  Harvey,  petition  a  458 
Florence  St.,  W.  R. :  C.  Brooks  et  als.,  petition  a  1015 
Fountain  place:  G.  W.  Copeland  et  als.,   petition  a  402 
Franklin  ave.,  W.  R. :  A.  Peters  et  als.,  petition  a  1015 
Franklin  court,  R. :  Thomas  Clune,  petition  a  753 
Fuller  st.,  D. :  Joseph  F.  Eichorn  et  als.,  petition  a  S42 
Fulton  place  :  M.  Sanchez  et  als.,  petition  a  1015 
Garfield  and  Kirk  sts.  :  C.  B.  Botsford,  petition  a  77s 
Gleason  ST.,  D. :  T.  F.  Bicknell,  petition  a  891 
Gloucester  st.  :  Charles  W.  Smith,  petition  a  S42 
Gordon  st.  :  James  A.  King,  petition  a  797 
Gouldvii.le  terrace:  A.  D.  Gould,  petition  3536 
Granger  St.:  Samuel  B.  Pierce  et  als.,  petition  a  9S3 
Hancock  and   Bowdoin   sts.,   D.:  Hazard  Stevens  et  als.,  petition 

a  775 
Harvard  ave.,  D. :  M.  J.  Hurney,  petition  a  775 
Hayden  court:  James  H.  Hayden,  petition  a  724 
Haynes  park:  John  C.  Haynes,  petition  a  735 
Heath  ST. :  W.  H.  Carberry  et  als.,  petition  a  1008 
Henley  ST.,  C. :  John  B.  McNamara,  petition  a  1033 
Hewlett  ST.,  W.  R. :  Atwood  &  Weld,  petition  a  932 
Highland  ave.,  Nep.  :  J.  Coppee  et  als.,  petition  a  185;  W.  D.  C.  Cur- 
tis et  als.,  petition  a  45S 
Homestead  st.  :  petition  a  476;  E.  H.  Gilmore,  petition  a  870;  Francis 

W.  Ryder  et  at.,  petition  a  870 
Idaho  st.  :  F.  Fabian  et  als.,  petition  a  743 
La  Grange  st.,  W.R. :  J.  Dodge  et  ah.,  petition  a  1015 
Lake  st.  :  Henrietta  Cushing  ei  als.,  petition  a  100S 
Larch  place:  J.  F.  Sullivan  el  als.,  petition  a  9S3 
Lauriat  ave.,  D. :  Wm.  P.  Fowler,  petition  a  98S 
Lexington  ave.,  B.:  John  Mclnerhey,  petition  a  338 
Lotus  st.  :  S.  E.  Cary  et  als.,  petition  a  1060 
Main  ST.:  Miles  Muldoon,  petition  a  753 
Maple  ST.,  R. :  E.  K.  Lawson  et  als.,  petition  a  45S 
Market  place:  M.  Meyerson  et  als.,  petition  a  662 
Marlboro'  st.  :  Wm.  Benedict,  petition  a  753 
Marmion  st.  :  M.  Curtis  el  at.,  petition  a  842 
Mayfair  st.  :  Martin  Fay,  petition  a  743 
Maxwell  St.,  D. :  G.  L.  Williams  et  als.,  petition  a  561 
Medford-st.  court:  A.  Shurtleff  et  als.,  petition  a  743 
Metropolitan  ave.  :  E.  A.  McDonald  et  at.,  petition  a  662 
Montrose  St.  :  Wm.  G.  Russell,  trustees,  et  ats.,  petition  a  945 
Morris  st.  :  M.  Clark  et  als.,  petition  a  932 
Mozart  St.  :  M.  Leutz  et  als.,  petition  a  983 
Mi.  Vernon  st.,  W.  R. :  Henry  Beal,  jr.,  petition  a  724 
Newbury'  St.  :  St.  Botolph  Club,  petition  a  S42 
Nixon  ave.  :  E.  F.  Snow  et  als.,  petition  a  371 
Nonquit  ST. :  F.  W.  Webster  et  als.,  petition  a  932 
Ocean  St.  :  petition  a  476 
Oregon  st.  :  order  to  place  lamp,  discussed  c  325,  326-withdrawn  c  326; 

Richard  Sullivan  et  als.,  petition  a  797 
Oriole  st.  :  Chas.  M.  Seaver  et  als.,  petition  a  735 
Ottawa  st.  :  E.  A.  &  J.  C.  Lord,  petition  a  891 
Parish  ST. :  Alexander  Glover  et  als.,  petition  a  100S 
Parmenter  ST. :  Benevolent  Fraternity  of  Churches,  petition  to  remove 

lamp  and  place  lantern  in  place  of  a  241 
Paul  Gore  st.  :  Wm.  H.  Viehharuser,  petition  3932 
Peter  st.  :  W.  F.  Fletcher  et  als.,  petition  a  775 
Phillips  st.  :  Luther  F.  Beecher  et  als.,  petition  a  743 
Regent  court:  W.  D.  Kelly  et  als.,  petition  a  402 
Roland  st.  :  Crosby  Steam  Gauge  &  Valve  Co.,  petition  a  870 
Roslin  ST.:  A.  M.  Cain,  petition  a  870 
Roslindale  :  order  to  cause  lamps  to  be  lighted  with  gas,  sent  up  c  85S- 

referred  to  committee  on  lamps  a  S71 
Rowe  st.  :  Jane  C.  Widmer,  petition  a  S23 
Ruthven  ST. :  John  Finn  et  als.,  petition  a  9SS 
Salem  st.  :  James  Jackson  et  als.,  petition  a  753 
Sawyer  ave.,  D. :  Geo.  W.  Spaulding  et  als.,  petition  a  691 ;  N.  P.  A. 

Lally,  petition  a  745 
Sewell  place  :  Mary  Hyams  et  als.,  petition  a  870 
Shaw  and  La  Grange  sts.  :  John  D.  Dodge  el  als.,  petition  a  712 
Shawmut  ave.  passage-way':  James  Teevan,  petition  a  561 


Lamps,  continued. 

Shurtleff  court:  Reed  Bros.  &  Sawin  Bros.,  petition  a  945 

Sidney  St.,  D. :  James  R.  Taylor  et  als.,  petition  a  31 1 

Sigourney  ST. :  E.  Wyman  et  als.,  trustees,  petition  a  891 

Sinclair  place,  B. :  John  H.  Lee  et  als.,  petition  a  920 

South  Worthington  st.  :  B.  F.  Beane  et  als.,  petition  a  483 

Stone  ST.,  C. :  L.  Copithorne  et  als.,  petition  a  797 

Stony  brook  st.  :  Patrick  Crosby,  petition  a  100S 

St.  John  St.  :  A.  Lewis  et  als..  petition  a  311 

St.  Paul  st.  :  Wm.  Bassett,  petition  a  S23 

Suburbs:  D.  Burnham  el  als.,  petition  a  1015-refused  a  1063 

Sussex  st.  :  R.  Treat  Paine,  petition  a  34S 

Tappan  st.  :  petition  a  476 

Temple  st.  W.R.:  E.  H.  Allen  et  als.,  petition  3712 

Tollman  St.,  Nep.  :  John  D.  Pierce  et  als.,  petition  a  633 

Tremont  place  :  Patrick  Carr  et  als.,  petition  a  9SS 

Union  ave.,  D.:  Everett  F.  Sanborn  et  als.,  petition  3932 

Utica  ST. :  Walter  Horton  &  Co.,  petition  a  753 

Van  Winkle  st.  :  John  A.  Kidney,  petition  a  724 

Vernon  st.  :  Michael  Twoomey  et  als.,  petition  a  5S6 

Wachusett  ave.:  Win.  Camfiil,  petition  a  77s 

Wall  st.  :  Mrs.  Stone,  petition,  removal  3614 

Walter  ST.  W.  R. :  Conrad  Saxer  et  als.,  petition  a  983 

Warren  ave.,  D. :  Thomas  W.  Bicknell,  petition  a  S42 

Warren  place,  R. :  Thomas  Parker  et  als.,  petition  a  797 

Warren  ST.,  C. :  Jasper  W.  Stone  el  als.,  petition  a  983 

Warwick  st.:  Paul  B.  Watson,  petition  aS9i 

Washington  ST.,  C. :  J.  T.  Callahan  et  als.,  petition  3536;  D.  Donivan 

et  als.,  petition  a  724 
Washington  St.,  W.  R. :  E.  Daly  et  als.,  petition  a  241,311;  Sydney 

L.  Brown  el  als.,  petition  a  371 
Watson  place  :  John  Dean,  petition  a  753 
Weber  st.  :  C.  Adams  et  als.,  petition  a  9S3 
Weld  st.,  W.  R. :  G.  M.  Joy  et  als.,  petition  a  712;  J.  H.  C.  Campbell 

ei  als.,  petition  a  S91 
Wells  ave.,  D. :  Edwin  R.  De  Long  et  als.,  petition  a  775 
Wenonah  st.  :  Wm.  M.  Osborn,  petition  a  842 
West  Newton  St.  :  Edwin  B.  Horn,  petition  a  S70 
West   Roxbury  :    Local  Improvement  Co.  of  Roslindale,  petition  to 

light  certain  streets  a  161 
Woodman  st.:  St.  Thomas  School  Society,  petition  a  797 
Worcester-st.  alley'  :  Mary  S.  Newcomb,  petition  a  743 
Wren  st.  :  H.  Farrington  et  als.,  petition  a  S91 
Zeigler:  James  H.  VVaite,  petition  a  S42 
electric  lights  : 

Alford  ST.,  C. :  W.  T.  Van  Nostrand  &  Co.  et  als.,  petition  a  743 

Belmont  St.:  Walter  H.  Stearns,  petition  a  662 

Border  ST. :  Boston  Dyewood  and  Chemical  Co.,  petition  a  662 

Cambridge  st.,  C. :  L.  E.  Timson,  jr.,  el  als.,  petition  a  724 

Cook  St.  :  F.  Maurice  et  als.,  petition  a  712 

Dartmouth  st.  :  Wm.  English,  petition  3945 

Dartmouth~st.  Bridge  :  order  to  place  electric  light,  referred  to  com. 

mittee  on  lamps  c  256 
Dorchester  ave.  :  Old  Colony  R.R.  Co.  et  als.,  petition  a  775 
Dudley  st.  :  G.  Harvey  et  als.,  petition  a  ioij 
East  Fifth  st.  :  Orrin  Paul  et  als.,  petition  a  74 
East   Newton  st.  :  New  England   Conservatory  of  Music,  petition 

3  775 
East  Sixth  St.  :  C.  S.  Judkins  el  als.,  petition  a  34S 
Eutaw  ST. :  Clarence  P.  Lowell  et  at.,  petition  a  9S3 
Franklin  park:  Samuel  Little  et  als.,  petition  a  458 
Hampshire  st.  :  P.J.  Maguire  et  als.,  petition  a  100S 
Hancock  and   Bowdoin   sts.,  D.:   Henry  C.   Richardson,    petition 

'<-  7-13 
Howard  ave.  :  James  L.  W  alsh  et  a/.,  petition  a  920 
Huntington  ave.  :  Carl  Zerrahn  el  als.,  petition  a  33S 
James  and  Concord  sts.:  E.  Boursaud  et  ats.,  petition  a  161 
Lamson  ST. :  A.  Bowker  et  als.,  petition  a  105 

Linden   park  :   order   for   superintendent   of  streets   to    enclose   with 
edgestones  a  space  for  an  electric  light,  and  that  committee  on  lamps 
place  an  electric  light  in  space,  discussed  a  463,  464-referred  to  com- 
mittee on  paving  a  464. 
Linden  Park  st.  :  P.  Maguire  el  als.,  petition  a  185 
M  ason  ST. :  Emery  &  Greenwood  et  ats.,  petition  a  402 
Maverick  st.  :  Thomas  D.  McEnaney,  petition  a  5S6 
Medford  St.,  C. :  Dundon  Bros,  et  als.,  petition  a  51 ;  T.   H.  Green 

et  als.,  petition  a  797 
Ninth  st.  :  Austin  C.  Wellington  Coal  Co.,  petition  a  842 
North  st.  :  Geo.  M.  Winslow  &  Co.,  petition  3932 
North  Ferry:  A.  C.  Whitney  et  als.,  petition  a  724 
Paris  St.  :  Thomas  Lane,  petition  a  712 
Pitts  st.  :  E.  B.  Badger  &  Son  et  als.,  petition  a  753 
Prison  point:  D.  W.  Sanborn  et  als.,  petition  3586 
Roxbury  st.  :  James  H.  Nugent,  petition  a  932 
Shawmut  ave.  :  Geo.  C.  Dobson  el  als.,  petition  a  724 
Sumner  st.  :  H.  Pigeon  &  Sons,  petition  a  735 
Third  st.  :  Daniel  Sheehan  et  als.,  petition  a  22 
Tremont  st.  :  John  Forsyth  et  als  ,  petition  a  S42 
Warren  ST.,  C. :  Geo.  F.  Mullett,  petition  a  662 
Wakrenton  st.  :  Lewis  Jones  &  Sou,  petition  a  100S 
Washington  st.  :  Adams,  Phillips,  et  als.,  petition  a  51 ;  petition  a  476 
Washington  St.,  C. :  John  T.  Callahan  et  als.,  petition  a  536 
Water  st.  :  Nahum  Cnapin  et  als.,  petition  a  51 
West  Chester  park  :  W.  D.  Vinal  el  als.,  petition  a  920 
Westland  ave.  :  O.  M.  Wentworth  el  als.,  petition  a  241 
Winslow  st.  :  M.  Reddish   el  als.,  petition  a  536 
Winthrop  Junction  :  G.  F.  Battis  et  als.,  petition  a  662 
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LAMSON   STREET 


LAWRENCE 


(See  Schools.) 


Lamson  street. 
electric  light :  A.  Bowker  et  als.,  petition  a  105 

Lancaster  street. 

excavation  street:  L.  M.  Ham,  petition  to  transmit  power  under  and 
across  a  691-granted  a  719 

Land  Taken  for  School  Purposes. 
Landstrup,  John. 

petition,  license  to  sell  flowers  in  street  a  1015 

Lands,  Public. 

committee  :  appointed  a  57  c  66 

city  property  on  I*  St.:  order  to  lease,  referred  to  committee  on 
public  lands  a  62r-report,  accepted,  order  passed  a  6,17  c  6S3 

ik  lleath-st.  bank  "  :  report  of  committee  on  public  lands  with  order 
for  sale  to  Joseph  Hubbard  of  a  portion  of  city  estate  on  Heath  St., 
amended,  passed  a  461-discussed,  assigned  c  467-469-discussed,  recom- 
mitted c  507;  report  and  order  authorizing  sale,  accepted,  passed  a  S27- 
indefinitely  postponed  c  S39  a  S43 

unproductive  city  property  :  communication  from  mayor  trans- 
mitting schedule  of  buildings  and  land  not  used  by  city,  and  should  be 
sold,  referred  to  committee  on  public  lands  a  751,  752 

sale  of  public  lands  during  the  year:  annual  report  (C.D.iS) 
relative  to,  referred  to  committee  on  public  lands  a  73-report  a  113 

sewer  assessments:  order  to  abate  assessments,  Highland,  Centre, 
and  Swett  sts.,  passed  a  462 

SufF>lk-st.  district :  communication  from  street  commissioners,  re- 
questing authority  to  deed  certain  land,  Kirkland  St.,  to  the  Widows  & 
Orphans'  Fund  of  Trinity  church,  referred  to  committee  on  public  lands 
a  272;  report  and  order,  accepted,  passed  a  341-discussed,  passed  c  360 

land,  Northampton  St.:  report  of  committee  on  public  lands  on  mes- 
sage from  mayor  relating  to  petition  of  Robert  T.  Paine  offering  to  sell 
land  adjoining  that  used  by  department  of  common,  etc.,  accepted,  re- 
ferred to  committee  on  common,  etc.  a  S26  c  831 

Land  Under  Broadway  Bridge.      (See   Boston  &  Albany 
R.R.  Co.) 

Lane,  Hiram  P. 

stable,  Jenkins  St.,  petition  a  475-granted  a  490 

Lane,  John  D. 

stables,  Trenton  St.,  petition  a  51-refused  a  112 
staule,  Trenton  St.,  petition  a  135-granted  a  373 

Lane,  Thomas. 

electric-light,  Paris  St.,  petition  a  713 

Lane,  Thomas  J. 

appointed  superintendent  of  printing  a  21-confirmed  a  54 

Langdon  street. 

sidewalk  :  petition  a  586 

Lanning,  Nathaniel. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  268-confirmed  a  313 

Lanterns      (See  different  streets.) 
Lapham,  Jane  B. 

petition  to  abate  edgestone  assessment,  Bodwell  St.  a  74-granted  a  162 

Lapham,  Robert  M. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Bowdoin  ave.  a  4S3 ;  granted  a  925 

Larch  place. 

lamps  :  J.  F.  Sullivan  et  ah.,  petition  a  9S3 

Lark  street. 

macadamizing,  edgestones  and  sidewalk  :  ordered  a  693 

Larkin,  Joanna. 

petition  to  be  refunded  liquor-license  a  135-refused  a  1S7  c  193 

Larkin,  P.  O'Neill. 

petition,  hearing  in  relation  to  granting  use  of  Faneuil  hall  June  21 
a  587;  petition,  use  of  Faneuil  hall  a  775-discussed  a  801 ,  So2-granted 
a  S02 

Latin  School,  Site  of  First  Public. 

order  to  place  suitable  bronze  tablet  on  School-st.  fence  of  City  Hall  to 
mark  the  site  of,  specially  assigned  c  3Si-passed  a  406 

Lattimore,  Andrew  B.,  Councilman,  Ward  9. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed  :  committee  on  city-hall  reference  library,  health,  monitor  2d 
division  c  65,  66 

remarks:  salaries  in  inspection  of  buildings  department  c  184;  civil- 
service  examination  c  331  ;  entertainment  of  Terence  V.  Powderly  c  575, 
S76 


Laurel  street,  Dorchester. 

stable  :  Harvard  college,  petition  a  725 -granted  a  737 

Lauriat,  Louis  A.,  Trustee. 

petition,  abatement,  assessment  on  estate  on  account  of  laying  out  Franklin 
park,  refused  a  iS7-referred  to  committee  on  judiciary  c  193-report,  no 
action  necessary  c  303-report  of  committee  on  claims  refusing,  accepted 

Lauriat  avenue,  Dorchester. 

lamps  :  Win.  P.  Fowler  et  als.,  petition  a  9SS 
stable  :  James  McCracken,  petition  a  797 

Laut,  J.  W. 

petition,  compensation,  injuries  to  horse,  Perkins  St.  a  371 

Lauten,  Albert  P.,  Councilman,  Ward  14. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed  :  committee  on  appropriations,  finance,  public  parks,  laying 
out  and  widening  streets,  new  court-house  c  64-66 

investigation :  order  to  appoint  committee  of  five  to  investigate 
charges  made,  passed  c  506-discussed,  amended,  passed  a  537  c  557; 
reports,  majority  and  minority,  discussed  a  714-716-majority,  accepted 
a  716,  discussed-accepted  c  772 

remarks  :  removal  of  snow  and  slush  c  13,  14;  payment  for  park  lands 
c  95  ;  carriages  tor  South  Boston  councilmen  c  145 ;  transfers  cf  sinking- 
fund  c  171 ;  permanent  employment  of  laborers  in  paving  department 
c  234;  draw-tenders'  salaries  c  2S9;  assistant  clerk  of  committees  c  294; 
permanent  basis  for  paving  department  c  29S;  school-house  on  H  St. 
c  307;  Oregon-st.  lamp  c  326;  civil  service  examinations  c  328;  new 
school-house,  South  Boston  c  332,  333;  abatement  of  assessment  c  335; 
Faneuil  hall  drainage  c  357;  tracks  on  the  new  Cambridge  bridge 
c  386;  appropriation  bill  c  42S;  Boylston-st.,  widening  c  466;  ques- 
tion of  privilege  c  505  ;  new  Cambridge  bridge  loan  c  604;  Martin  Claim 
c  705,  706;  Cambridge-st.  bridge,  Brighton  C723;  personal  explanation 
c  S5S;  police  salaries  c  S64;  sewer  appropriation  C960;  closing  proceed- 
ings c  10S6 

Lauten,  Harriet  P. 

petition,  abatement  of  assessment  on  account  laying  out  Marine  park  re- 
fused a  139  c  148-reconsiderationi  assigned  c  204-discussed,  recommitted 
to  committee  on  claims  c  335;  report  with  order,  accepted,  passed  a  564- 
discussed  c  577,  57S-passed  c  57S 

Lavery,  Jane. 

sidewalk,  Havre  St.,  granted  a  593 

Lavery,  John  W. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Lavery,  L.  Alphonsus. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Law  Department. 

committee  :  appointed  a  57  c  65 
annual  report:  c  76S  a  776 

corporation  counsel:  Kdward  P.  Nettleton,  appointed  a  21-assigned 
a  55-confirmed  a  76 

city  solicitor  :  Andrew  J.  Bailey  appointed  a  21-assigned  a  55-con- 
firmed a  76 

discharge  of  mortgages  :  order  for  mayor  to  execute  discharge  of 
mortgage  given  to  the  city  by  Michael  Martin,  etc.,  passed  a  693  c  70S 

opinions  :  removal  of  snow  and  ice  from  gutters  a  164;  proposed  build- 
ing on  public  garden  c  2S7 ;  decoration  of  graves  of  distinguished  men 
c  56S;  burial  permits  a  5S9;  railroad  police  a  640,  641  ;  Met.  R.R.,  city's 
equity  c  644;  taking  land  for  school  purposes  c  646 

ordinances  :  order  to  consider  and  report  changes  necessary  in  sect  2, 
chap.  25  of  the  Rev.  Ord.,  referred  to  committee  on  ordinances  a  57; 
order  to  consider  and  report  what  changes  are  necessary  in  Chap.  25, 
Rev.  Ord.,  referred  to  committees  on  ordinances  c  937-reports,  majority 
accepted,  discussed  a  9S9-99i-ordinance  rejected  a  991 

salaries  of  officers  :  order  to  report  ordinance  increasing  salary  of 
officers,  etc.,  referred  to  committee  on  ordinances  c  700-report,  accepted 
a  720  c  723 

Law  Library.     (See  Library,  Social  Law.) 
Laws,  Election.     (See  Election.) 
Laws,  Ellen  R. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Wheatland  ave.,  petition  a  743 

Lawrence  City  Government.  (See  Distinguished  Visitors.) 
Lawrence,  Amos  A.,  Devisees  of. 

order  to  pay  damages  widening  Beacon  St.,  passed  a  481 

Lawrence,  D.  S. 

petition,  increase  of  salary  as  draw-tender,  Chelsea  bridge  c  Si-refused 
a  275  c  291 

Lawrence,  G.  B. 

sidewalk,  Sargent  St.,  granted  a  479 
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LEGISLATIVE   MATTERS 


Lawrence,  N.  S. 

sidewalk,  Roxbury  St.,  petition  a  920-granted  a  933 

Lawrence,  William  R. 

order  to  pay  land  damages  widening-  Beacon  st.,  passed  a  4S1 

Lawrence  street. 

improvements  :  petition  to  complete  a  269 

Lawrence  street,  Charlestown. 

building  :  S.  Richards,  moving  granted  a  762 

Lawson,  Eliza  K.,  et  ah. 

lamps,  Maple  st.,  R.,  petition  a  45S;  sewer,  Maple  St.,  R.,  petition  a  459 

Lealand,  Chas.  H. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  268-confirmed  a  313 

Learned,  S.  S.,  et  ah. 

sewer,  Washington  St.,  B-,  petition  a  402 

Leary,  Edward  J.,  Councilman,  Ward  13. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed:  committee  on  elections  c  6;  bridges,  harbor,  schools  and 
school-houses,  elections  c  64-66;  investigation  of  bridges  c  129;  fourth  of 
July  c  325;  entertainment  of  city  council  of  Philadelphia  c  551 ;  Maguire- 
Corse  investigation  c.812 

remarks  :  badges  c  11 ;  Saturday  half-holidays  c  15,  17,  514,  515;  eight- 
hour  law  c  30;  play-grounds  c  72;  payment  for  park  lands  c  96,  97;  car- 
riages for  South  Boston  councilmen  c  145,  146;  investigation  of  bridge 
department  c  12S,  129;  police  salaries  c  152,  154;  employment  of  police 
during  strike  c  1S0,  1S1 ;  salaries  of  assistant  inspectors  c  199;  draw- 
tender  of  Maiden  bridge  c  224,  225;  additional  engineers,  Broadway 
bridge  c  226;  permanent  employment  of  laborers  in  paving  department 
c  233,  234;  McGaragle  claim  c  25S-260;  draw-tenders'  salaries  c  2S9,  290; 
assistant  clerk  of  committees  c  294;  permanent  basis  for  paving  de- 
partment c  298,299;  school-house  on  H  st.  c  307;  new  school-house, 
South  Boston  c  334,  364-366,  369,  390,  392,  397,  39S;  Roxbury  high  school 
c  356,  471,  519,  520;  tracks  on  the  new  Cambridge  bridge  c  3S4,  3S5 ; 
old  Franklin  school-house  c  387;  appropriation  bill  c  432,  440,  441; 
Boylston-st.  widening  c  466;  salary  of  cemetery  commissioners  c  510; 
city  council  of  Philadelphia  c  551 ;  entertainment  of  Hon.  Win,  O'Brien 
c  552>  5S3»  556)  S73J  fire  department  salaries  c  55S;  superintendent  of 
Broadway  bridge  c-600;  next  meeting  c  610;  appropriation  bill  C625; 
official  report  c  628;  printing  contract  c  630;  carriages  c  645;  use  of 
Faneuil  hall  by  queen's  jubilee  c  652;  payment  for  use  of  streets  c  65S; 
supplementary  appropriation  bill  c  679;  underground  wires  c  6S4; 
Albany-st.  bridge  appropriation  c  6S5,  6S6;  coal  c  690;  Martin  claim 
C705;  purchase  of  coal  c  709;  Roxbury  high  school  c  721,  722;  Cam- 
bridge-st.  bridge,  Brighton  c  723;  old  Franklin  school-house  c  783; 
erection  of  sundry  buildings  c  7S5,  791;  Saturday  half-holidays  c  795; 
sewer  department  and  improved  sewerage  c  815,  S16;  girls'  high  and 
Latin  school  c8i6;  police  salaries  c  S19,  866;  McLaughlin  claim  c  840; 
schools  and  school-houses  c  S59;  question  of  privilege  c  S67;  over- 
valuation of  property  c  SS3,  SS4;  membership  of  the  council  c  902; 
Telegraph  hill  c  91 1 ;  holiday  state  and  municipal  elections  c  913,914, 
916,917;  lease,  vacant  city  building  c  943,  944;  death  Angus  L.  Fraser 
c  95S,  959;  sewer  appropriation  c  961 ;  paving  employees  c  977;  sewers  in 
East  Boston  c  998;  fire  department  holiday  c  1022,  1023,  1024;  sewer  ap- 
propriation c  1030,  1031 ;  items  of  bills  called  for  c  1053 ;  paving  depart- 
ment appropriation  c  105S;  last  meeting  c  1059;  city  buildings  c  1071; 
election  laws  c  1075;  bridge  appropriation  c  1076 

Leary,  John. 

personal  injuries,  Sixth  st.,  petition  a  348 

Leary,  John  F. 

order  to  pay  for  use  of  steam-launch,  fourth  of  July,  passed  c  994  a  1009 

Leather  square. 

passage-way  :  Batchelder&  Lincoln, petition  to  construct  passage-wav 
a  871-granted  a  951;  F.  A.  Whitwell,  estate  of  W.  B.  Spooner,  petition 
a  920-granted  a  933-rescinded  a  951 

Leavitt,  Albert. 

edgestones,  Water  st.,  petition  a  536 
sidewalk,  Water  st.,  D.,  petition  a  587 

Leavitt,  Wm.  P. 

appointed  trustee  Mt.  Hope  cemetery  a  21-confirmed  a  53 

Lee,  James  H.,  et  ah. 

petition,  sewer,  Washington  st.,  D.  a  33S 

Lee,  John  H.,  et  ah. 

lamps,  Sinclair  place,  B-,  petition  a  920 

Lee,  John  Henry,  Alderman,  District  11. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed  :  committee  on  rules  and  orders  of  city  council  a  2;  rules  and 
orders  of  board  of  aldermen  a  2;  joint  rules  a  23;  standing  regulations 
a  24;  examination  of  Franklin  fund  a  57;  standing  —  armories  and  mili- 
tary affairs,  markets,  railroads,  sewers  and  drains,  streets;  joint—  appro- 


Lee,  John  Henry,  Alderman,  continued. 

priations,  architects,  claims,  engineer's  department,  fire,  markets,  ordi- 
nances and  law  department,  printing,  public  library  a  57;  schools  and 
school-houses,  sewers,  laying  out  and  widening  streets ;  joint  special — 
Stony  brook  a  5S ;  conference  committee  a  106;  police  investigation  a  137 
remarks:  park  loan  a  3,  4;  city  council  rules  a  22;  rules  and  orders  of 
board  a  24;  test  of  fire-extinguisher  a  52;  cemeteries  a  55;  grade  cross- 
ing a  55;  work  on  Washington  St.,  W.R.  a  57;  Stony  brook  a  7S,  79, 
115,  142;  committee  on  salaries  a  10S;  liquor-license  fees  a  113,  114; 
railroad  crossings  a  137;  police  salaries  a  140;  digging  up  streets  for 
underground  wires  a  213;  next  meeting  a  21S;  Delea  claim  a  239;  Ocean 
Terminal  R.R.  Co.  a  247;  street  railroad  investigation  a  251;  Bussey 
bridge  disaster  a  277;  assistant  clerk  of  committees  a  2S0;  Back-bay 
park  betterments  a  2S5,  2S6;  protection  of  trees  on  common  a  312;  sala- 
ries and  wages  of  employees  a  322;  refund  of  liquor  license  a  341; 
armories  a  342 ;  grade  crossing,  Lincoln  St.,  B.  a  343 ;  land  for  grammar 
school,  South  Boston  a  347;  watering  streets  a  379;  old  Franklin  school 
c  405;  annual  estimates  a  414,415,418;  question  of  privilege  a  423,  424; 
American  Conduit  Co.  a  445,  446;  appropriation  bill  a  457;  electric 
light,  Linden  park  a  463  ;  Roxbury  canal  a  4S6-490 ;  Memorial  day  a  405 ; 
Jamaica  Pond  Aqueduct  Co.  a-^S;  salaries  of  fire  commissioners  a  541 ; 
entertainment  of  Hon.  Wm.  O'Brien  a  563 ;  Perkins  Institution  for  the 
Blind  a  564,  565;  fire  marshal's  report  a  5S7 ;  playground,  RoslindaJe 
3591;  music  stand  on  the  common  a  591,  592;  Parnell  st.  a  593,594; 
paving  Central  st.  a  596 ;  subdivision  of  contracts  a  5S7 :  Roxbury  canal 
a  5S9,  590;  new  Cambridge  bridge  loan  a  615-617 ;  plank  covering  over 
Stony  brook  a  622,  623;  deputy  collectors  a  635;  secretary  of  Mt.  Hope 
cemetery  a  635;  Geo.  Martin,  claim  a  664,  665;  new  Cambridge  bridge 
a  667;  salaries  of  certain  police  officers  a  670,  671 ;  Lauten  investigation 
a  714,  715 ;  dwelling-houses,  improved  sewerage  a  717;  sewers,  Dorches- 
ter a  724;  electricity  on  Cambridge  R.R.  a  726,  730-733;  East  Boston, 
trees,  a  729,  730;  Robert  A.  Bell  Post  134  a  75S;  Faneuil  hall  —  natural- 
ization of  aliens  a  759;  paving  department  wharf — wants  of  sewer  de- 
partment a  766;  public  buildings  to  be  constructed  a  799;  election  officers 
a  Soi ;  *'  The  Willows,"  Washington  st.  a  S43  ;  paving  Brattle  sq.  a  S47  ; 
widening  Emerson  st.  a  848;  sewer  appropriation  a  850,  851,  874,896, 
921,922;  police  salaries  aS53;  Wilson  estate,  B.  a  87S;  land,  N.  st.  a  S92, 
S93  ;  electric  lights  in  aldermanic  chamber  a  924;  Nason's  stable  a  928,929; 
appropriation,  paving  department  a  946,  1039,  1040;  Lincoln  and  Gaston 
school  districts  a 946,  947  ;  Dolan  claim  a94S;  Boston  &  Roxbury  Mill  Co. 
a  949 ;  law  ordinance  a  990, 991  ;  widening  Commonwealth  a ve.  a  1017 ;  con- 
struction of  sewers  a  1019;  election  returns  a  10.42, 1046;  Stony  brook  a  1060; 
electric  lights  in  market  a  1064,  1065;  closing  proceedings  a  1095,  1096 

Lee,  M.  E. 

petition,  to  protect  tree,  Broadway,  by  boxing  a  483-granted  a  543 

Lee,  Mary  F. 

personal  injuries,  Hanover  St.,  refused  a  313  c  336 

Lee,  Wm.  Raymond,  et  ah. 

petition  to  save  tree,  Lamartine  st.  a  100S 

Leeds,  Benjamin 

stable,  Lambert  ave.,  petition  a  561-granted  a  5SS 

Leeds,  Mary,  et  ah. 

compensation  for  land  taken  for  sewer  in  Dorchester,  petition  a24i-refused 
a  948 

Lefstrom,  Magnus. 

sidewalk,  Centre  st.,  petition  a  754 

petition,  removal,  trees,  Centre  St.,  R.  a  797;  stable,  Centre  St.,  petition 
a  735-granted  a  746 

Legg,  W.  E.  A.  &  G.  M.  D. 

petition  to  excavate  sidewalk,  Faneuil-hall  market,  granted  a  372;  petition 
to  excavate  sidewalk,  Faneuil-hall  market  a  40i-granted  a  565  c  577 

Legislative  Matters. 

committee  :  appointed  a  57  c  65 

diaries  for  railroad  franchises  :  order  that  committee  on  legisla- 
tive matters  be  requested  to  appear  before  the  legislature  and  advocate 
the  incorporation  in  any  measure  that  may  be  passed  concerning  rail- 
ways or  railroads,  etc.,  discussed  c  469-471-assigned  c  471-indefinitely 
postponed  c  65S 

city's  equity  in  Met.  R.R.  Co.  :  order  to  consider  of  what  value  is 
the  equity  of  the  city  of  Boston  in  above  railroad,  and  what  is  the  best 
means  for  preserving  and  maintaining  same,  etc.,  discussed,  amended, 
passed  c  465-indefinitely  postponed  a  477  c  506-order  that  committee  on 
judiciary  consider  and  report  what  value  is  the  equity  of  the  city  in  the 
Met.  R.R.  Co.,  and  what  is  the  best  means  for  maintaining  such,  etc., 
referred  to  committee  on  judiciary  c  506,  507 

employment  of  armed  bodies  of  men  by  corporations  and 
individuals:  order  to  petition  the  legislature  at  its  present  session 
for  the  passage  of  a  law  forbidding  the  organizing  by  corporations  or 
private  individuals  any  armed  body  or  bodies  of  men  residing  in  this  or 
any  other  state  or  the  employment  of  anv  such,  for  any  purpose  whatso- 
ever, discussed  c  92,  93-passed  c  93-discussed  a  10S-1 10-passed  a  110 

powers  of  aldermen  proposed  to  be  transferred  :  see  Alder- 
men, Board  of 

reports:  first  report  (C.D.35)  a  162c  174;  second  report  (CD. 54) 
a  249;  third  report  (CD. 57)  a  316  c  336;  fourth  report  a  412  c  427;  fifth 
report  (C.D.SSJ,  accepted  a  566  c  571 
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Lennon,  F.  F.,  et  ah. 

lamps,  Berry  St.,  W.  R.,  petition  a  S91 

Lennon,  Malachi,  et  ah. 

curbstone,  Blue  Hill  ave.,  petition  a  735 

Lennon,  Martin  F. 

personal  injuries,  Washington  St.,  petition  a  160 

Lenox  street. 

bay-window  :  T.  Connelly,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  34S-hear 

ing  a  401-granted  a  411 
macadamizing:     ordered  a  729 
paving:   order  that   the  superintendent  of  streets  include  in    estimates 

sum  sufficient   to     pave  with  granite  blocks,  referred  to  committee   on 

appropriations  c  11S 
stable  :   A.  Jackson,  petition  a  Soi-granted  a  925 

Leomans,  W.  C. 

coal-chute,  Broadway,  granted  a  479 

Leonard,  John  H. 

order  to  pay  land  damages,  laying  out  Sackville  St.,  passed  a  141 

Leonard,  Michael. 

stable,  Vale  St.,  petition  a  945-refused  a  986 

L'Etourneau,  Annie. 

personal  injuries,  Harrison  ave.,  petition  a  536 

Leuthy,  O. 

stable,  Perkins  St.,  petition  a  945-granted  a  986 

Leutz,  Michael,  et  ah. 

lamps,  Mozart  St.,  petition  a  9S3 

Leverett  street. 

coal-hole  and  bulkhead :    Peter  Walsh,    petition    a    735-granted 

a  747  .... 

sidewalk  :  A.  H.  V  inal,  petition,  iron  grating  a  920-granted  a  933 
tree  :  Remly  S.  Sidelinger,  boxing,  refused  a  991 

Levinger,  John. 

sidewalk,  Everett  St.,  E.  B.,  petition  a  725 

Lewis,  Albert  et  ah. 

lamps,  St.  John  St.,  petition  a  311 

Lewis,  Thalia  E. 

petition,  personal  injuries,  Isabella  St.  a  311-refused  a  350  c  355 

Lewis,  W.  L. 

stable,  Hyde  St.,  petition  a  775-refused  a  826 

Lewis  Wharf. 

steam-engine  :  Lewis   Wharf    Co.,  petition    and    order    for   hearing 
11  1016-hearing  a  1089-granted  a  1094 

Lewis  "Wharf  Co. 

steam-engine,  Lewis  Wharf,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  1016-hearing 
a  1089-granted  a  109S 

Lewis,  "Woodbury  L. 

appointed  fence-viewer  a  45S-connrmed  a  477 

Lexington  avenue,  Brighton. 

lamps  :  John  Mclnerhey  et  als..  petition  a  33S 
stable  :  Michael  Kiernan,  petition  a  S42-granted  a  877 

Lexington  street. 

sidewalk  :  ordered  a  479 
Lexington  street,  Charlestown. 
tree  :  order  to  trim,  passed  a  218 

Leydon  street. 

drain:  John  Booth,  petition  to  construct,  granted  3314 

sewer  :  petition  a634-order  for  hearing  a  672-hearing  a  rxji-ordered  a  720 

Leyland,  Thomas. 

sidewalk,  Cottage  st.,  petition  a  712-granted  a  846 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Clifton  St.,  petition  a  712-granted  a  846 

Libbie,  C.  F. 

steam-engine,  Hayward  place,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a66i-hcaring 
a  724-granted  a  737 

Library,  City   Hall   Reference.     (See  City    Hall    Reference 

Library.) 


Library,  Public. 

committee  :  appointed  a  57  c  65 

trustees  :  order  to  petition  general  court  for  such  changes  as  may  be 
found  necessary  in  the  act  incorporating  the  trustees,  passed  a  77-dis- 
cussed  c  S5-S7~passed  c  87  a  106;  James  Freeman  Clarke,  appointed  for 
five  years  a  33S-conhrmed  a  34S 

annual  report :  (C.D.2S)  a  243  c  256 

income  :  communication  from  mayor  transmitting  communication  from 
trustees,  asking  that  the  small  sums  received  for  fines,  etc.,  be  used 
for  the  general  purposes  of  the  library,  referred  to  committee  on  ordi- 
nances c  2SS;  report  of  committee  on  ordinances  with  ordinance,  ac- 
cepted, passed  a  591  c  600 

library  building,  Dartmouth  st.  :  (for  all  transfers  from  appro, 
priation,  see  different  department  appropriations  transferred  to) 

Mt.  Bowdoin  branch  library:  report  of  committee  on  library  on 
report  of  trustees  on  necessity  of  a  branch,  no  further  action  necessary 
a  iSS  c  195 

new  library  building :  order  that  the  committee  on  legislative 
matters  be  instructed  to  oppose  an  order  now  pending  before  the 
general  court  which  is  intended  to  authorize  the  trustees  to  appoint  an 
architect  other  than  the  city  architect  to  build  the  new  building,  as- 
signed c  59-discussed  c  62,  63-referred  to  committee  on  public  library 
c  63 

public  library  plans  :  order  that  the  plans  drawn  by  the  city  archi- 
tect  be  presented  to  him  as  his  private  property,  referred  to  committee 
on  architect's  department  c  2SS 

superintendent :  Mellen  Chamberlain,  bond  approved  a  9S9 

topics  in  mayor's  address  :  referred  c  101  a  106 

Library,  Social  Law. 

appropriation  :  petition  a  9S3-granted  a  1035 

Licenses. 

committee  :  appointed  a  25,  27 

athletic  and  variety  entertainments  : 

Boston  Theatre:  Wm.  J.   Mahoney,  petition,  license  a  725-granted 

a  727 
Dartmouth-st.  Grounds:  James  King,  petition,  license  a  752 
Huntington  ave.:  Mass.  Charitable  Mechanic  Association,  petition, 

license  a  79S 
Monument  Hall:  Thomas  F.  O'Rourke,  petition,  license  a  744-re- 

fused  a  S04 
Music  Hall  :  Geo.  Milbank,  petition,  license  a  9SS-granted  a  1009;  C. 

Johnson,  petition,  license  a  ic6o-granted  a  1063 
Union  Base-ball  Ground  :  James  Keenan,  license,  granted  a  764, 

76S 
blacking  boot-stand  : 

Beach  st.  :  James  Powell,  petition  a  870 
conveyances  : 

Ai.landale  Spring  Co.  :   petition   to  stand   barge,  Centre  st.  a  661- 

granted  a  736 
Boston  Cab  Co.  :  petition,  license  to  run  barges  a  483-granted  a  543 
Cai.ef,  G.  W. :  petition  to  run  barges  a  371-given  leave   to  withdraw 

a  412 
Colman,    George   A:    petition,  license  to   run  barge  a  241-granted 

a  375.412 
Cooperative  Barge  Co.:  petition  to  run  barges  a  185 
Dollman,  H.  R. :  license  to  run  carriage,  granted  a  543 
Ellis,  Samuel  J. :  petition  to  run  barges  a  371-granted  a  412 
Emerton  &  Robinson  :  petition  to  run  barges  a  160-granted  a  1S7 
Fletcher,  Wm.  :  petition,  license  to  run  barge  a  475-granted  a  543 
Higgins  W. :  petition  to  run  barges  a  iS5-refused  a  412 
Hughes,  J.  K. :  petition  to  run  barges  a  160-granted  a  164;  petition  for 

extension  of  license  to  run  barges  a  214-refused  a  412 
Manning,  James  :  barge,  license  granted  a  925 
Marley,  J.  F.,  et  at. :  petition  to  run  barges  a  185-refused  a  412 
Papineau,  A.:  petition  to  run  barges  a  160-granted  a  164 
Short,  J.   C. :  petition  to  run  barges  a  160-granted  a  164;  petition  to 

run  barges  a  iS5-granted  a  216 
South  Boston  Barge  Co.:  petition  to  run  barges  a  33S-refused  a  412 
Travers,  John  F.:  petition  to  run  coaches  on  Sundays  a  135-granted 
a  1S7 
cyclorama: 

Battle  of  Gettysburg:  A.  J.  Donnelle,  license  granted  a  803 
dramatic  and  musical  entertainment : 

Oakland  Garden  :  James  Gilbert,  granted  a  543 
exhibition  of  children: 

Abbotsford  Hall,  C. :  Henry  Norman,  petition  to  exhibit  child  a  921 
Lyceum  Hall:  John  F.  Wakefield,  petition  that  daughters  may  ap- 
pear as  musicians  a  S23-granted  a  S97 
Tremont  Temple  :  Geo.  P.  Thresher,  petition,  license  to  exhibit  child 
a  1015-granted  a  1019 
hand-cart  peddling:  order  that   the  committee  on  ordinances    con- 
sider and  report  changes  necessary  in    Rev.  Ord.,  in  order  to  prohibit 
peddling   in  and  about    School  and    State   streets    and    post-office,  dis- 
cussed, referred  to  committee  on  ordinances  c  193;  report,  referred  to 
committee  on  legislative  matters  c  370  a  376 
horse-back  rider  :  B.  F.Keith,  petition  to  have  an  outriderin  advance 

of  advertising  wagon  with  cornet  a  734-granted  a  736 
living  curiosities: 

Hawthorne  &  Co.:  petition  to  exhibit  on  Causeway  st.  a  160-granted 
a. 87 
museum,  etc, : 
Austin  &  Stone's:  Austin  &  Stone,  license,  granted  a  74s 
Gaiety  Museum  :  B.  F.  Keith,  license,  granted  a  746 
Washington   St.  :    Charles    P.  Piatt,  petition,  license  a  752-granted 

a  S03 
World's  Museum  :  G.  E.  Lothrop,  license,  granted  a  74s 
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Licenses,  continued. 

museum  of  anatomy  :  Calvin  D.  Hill,  M.D.,  petition,  license  to  ex- 
hibit a  1015 

minors'  licenses  :  order  that  licenses  be  granted  to  minors  to  pursue 
any  vocation,  or  to  sell  certain  things  upon  such  conditions  and  regula- 
tions as  the  board  of  aldermen  deem  expedient,  list  given  a  24 

newsboys,  peddlers,  and  boot-blacks  :  licenses  granted  a  56, 
77,  115,  143,  164,  1S7,  216,  253,  2S6,  31S,  344,  352,  375,  411,462,479,49s, 
543.  567. 594.  61S,  641 ,  675,  694,  719,  727,  736,  746,  764, 777, 804,  S27,  S49,  S77, 
S97.  92J.  934.  949. 9S7. 99-2.  1009,  1019 

paintings  : 
Horticultural  Hall  :  James  Grant,  petition  to  exhibit "  Christ  before 
Pilate,"  granted  a  641 

peddling  and  begging  children :  communication  from  general 
agent  for  Society  prevention  Cruelty  to  Children  asking  that  law  be  en- 
forced relating  to,  referred  to  committee  on  licenses  a  668;  report  with 
order,  accepted,  passed  a  719 

peddling  : 
flowers  :  John  Sandstrup,  granted  a  747 ;  petition  a  1015-refused  a  1035 
SMallwares  :  Thomas  Young,  license,  granted  a  744;  C.  E.  D'Arcy, 
petition  to  sell  notions  a  797-refused  a  S97 

polo  :  Wm.  E.  Carter,  petition,  license  a  1015-granted  a  1035 

pop-corn  :  W.  H.  Smith,  petition  to  sell  pop-corn  on  Blackstone  St. 
Saturday  evenings  a  iS5-granted  a  216 

psychology  exhibition  : 
Horticultural  Hall,  A.  C.  Carpenter,  license  granted  a  77,  1009 

sacred  concerts  : 

Boston  Theatre,  Wm.  Austin,  license  granted  a  216 

Bijou   Theatre:   L.  F.  Smith,  petition,  licenses  a  752-granted  a 764; 

B.  F.  Keith,  license,  granted  a  777 
Music  Hall  :  Wm.  Austin,  petition,  license  a  776 

sales  by  minors  :  order  to  make  rules  and  regulations  in  accordance 
with  chap.  68,  sect.  2,  Public  Statutes  to  restrain  sales  by  minors, 
passed  a  3  c  6 

street-bands  and  music  :  ordinance  to  regulate  the  performing  in 
the  public  highways  and  places,  referred  to  committee  on  ordinances 

C5°3 
tent  show  : 

Tremont  and  Culvert  Sts.:  Dr.  J.  M.  SoIoman.Jr.,  petition,  license, 
variety  entertainment  a692-granted  a  719,  745 
theatrical  and  variety  performances  : 

Gaiety  Museum  :  B.  F.  Keith,  petition  a  712 
Boston  Museum:  R  M. Field,  license,  granted  a  746 
Boston  Theatre:  Eugene  Tompkins,  license,  granted  a  Z~^   • 
Dudley-st.  Opera  House:  W.  C.  Blorigelt,  granted  a  949 
Globe  Theatre  :  John  Stetson,  license,  granted  a  746 
Grand  Opera  House:  Proctor  and  Mansfield,  petition,  license  a  1015- 
granted  a  1035 
Hollis-st.  Theatre  :  Isaac  B.  Rich,  license,  granted  a  S03 
Howard  Athenaeum  :  Wm.  Harris,  granted  a  746 
Music  Hall:  Charles  E.  Ellis,  granted  a  949 

Park  Theatre  :  Abbey  &  Schoeffel,  petition,  license  a  752-report,  dis- 
cussed, granted  a  S04 
Tremont  Temple  :  C.  F.  Hartson,  license,  granted  a  746 
Windsor  Theatre  :  G.  E.Lothrop,  license,  granted  a  746 
variety  entertainment  : 

Sixth  st.  :  E.  J.  McElroy,  granted  a  745 
wrestling  exhibitions  : 
Music  Hall  :  James  H.  Sexton,  license,  granted  a  803 ;  James  H.  Sex- 
ton, petition,  license  a  oSS-granted  a  1009-date  changed  a  IC20 
Windsor  Theatre  :  G.  E.  Lothrop,  petition  a  712-refused  a  S04;  A. 
W.  Cook,  petition  a  725-granted  a  727 

Lief  Ericson.     (See  Statue  of  Lief  Ericson.) 
Lietish,  Mrs.  Maria. 

petition,  lying-in  hospital,  Cabot  st.  a  401 

Lieutenants  and  Inspectors  of  Police.     (See  Police.) 
Liffler,  Charles. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Oscar  St.,  petition  a  475-granted  a  617 

Light,  Robert  W.,  Councilman,  Ward  24. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed  :  committee  on  city  collector's  department,  engineer's  de- 
partment, harbor  c  65 

remarks:  investigation  of  board  of  police  c  125;  nuisance,  Dorchester 
c  960 

Lime. 

inspector  :  Daniel  Higgins,  appointed  a  45S-confirmed  a  477 

Limit  of  Taxation  and  Borrowing.     (See  Taxes.) 

Limit   of  Taxation   and    Indebtedness.     (See   Taxes   and 
Finance.) 

Linahan,  Martin. 

protest  against  taking  land,  Circuit  St.  a  891  -report,  no  action  necessary 
a  1063 

Lincoln,  Alfred  V. 

order  to  trim  tree  in  front  of  estate,  Cordis  St.,  passed  a  543 


Lincoln,  Frederic  W. 

appointed  commissioner  West  Boston,  Craigie's,  and  Prison-point 
bridges  a  21-assigned  a  55-confirmed  a  76 

Lincoln,  George  B. 

sidewalk,  Clifton  St.,  petition  a  473 

Lincoln,  Wm. 

appointed  inspector  of  hay  and  straw  a  212-confirmed  a  242 

Lincoln  street. 

basement:   Mary  C.  Haskins,  petition  to  excavate  a  536-granted  a  58S 
poles  :  Brush  Electric  Lighting  Co.,  petition  a  241-granted  a  340 
repaying  :  petition  to  pave  with  granite  blocks  a  311-order  to  pave  with 
granite  blocks,  passed  a  593 

Lincoln  street,  Brighton. 

grade-crossing  :  Sewall  and  Day  Cordage  Co.,  petition,  discussed, 
referred  to  committee  on  paving  a  55-report,  recommending  order  for 
hearing,  accepted  a  190-hearing  a  236-order  for  hearing  a  241-hearing 
a  337-report  with  order  granting  permission,  discussed,  passed  a  343- 
accepted  a  460 

sewer:  order  of  notice  of  hearing  a  113-hearing  a  135-ordered  a  282; 
Ellen  Killeen,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  402-granted  a  479 ;  Mrs. 
Mary  Duffey,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  475;  Margaret  Denvir, 
petition,  abatement  of  portion  of  assessment  a  450;  Ellen  T.  Dee,  petition, 
abatement,  assessment  a  475-granted  a  564;  Hannah  Muldoon,  order  to 
abate  assessment,  passed  a  499;  heirs  of  James  Duffey,  order  to  abate 
assessment,  passed  a  542  ;  Ellen  Killian,  petition,  abatement,  assessment 
a  561-granted  a  61S;  Almira  W.  Bennett,  petition,  abatement,  assessment 
a  5S6-granted  a  637;  order  to  abate  assessment  of  Geo.  G.  Morrison, 
passed  a  542;  Arthur  E.  Cafnin,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  920- 
granted  a  932  Ellen  T.  Dee,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  S91 ; 
Margaret  Denvir,  abatement,  assessment,  refused  a  932;  John  Degnan, 
petition,  partial  abatement, 'assessment  a  looS-refused  a  1063;  James 
Green,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  1015-refused  a  1063 

Lincoln  Wharf  Damages.     (See  Ferries.) 
Linden  street,  Brighton. 

sewer :  Isaac  C.  Pratt,  jr.,  Henry  E.  Tones,  order  to  abate  assessment, 
passed  a  61S;  Isaac  Pratt,  jr.,  and  Henry  E.Jones,  assessment,  abated 
a6o4 

stables  :  Mrs.  I.  Chapin,  petition  a  iS5~granted  a  216 

Linden  Park. 

edgestones  and  gutters  :  ordered  a  350 

electric  light :  order  for  superintendent  of  streets  to  enclose  with  edge- 
stones a  space  for  an  electric  light,  and  that  committee  on  lamps  furnish 
light,  discussed  a  463,  464-referred  to  committee  on  paving  a  464 

Linden-Park  street. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk:    granted  a  672;    James  Teemy,  assess- 
ment abated  a  S47 
sidewalk  :  granted  a  617 
lamps  :  P.  Maguire  et  als.,  petition  for  electric  lights  a  1S5 

Ling,  T.  D. 

petition  that  city  name  price  for  which  it  will  convev  to  him  its  rights  in 
a  passage-wav  leading  from  Church  St.,  to  land  of  city  known  as 
Starr-King  school  lot,  referred  to  committee  on  public  lands  c  147-re- 
po-rt,  refusing,  accepted  c  336-refused  a  339 

Linwood  square. 

improvements  :  order  to  put  in  proper  condition,  referred  to  committee 
on  common  and  squares  a  779-passed  a  S95-referred  to  committee  on 
common  and  squares  c9i2-report  on  order  accepted,  passed  c  10S6 

Lippa,  Wm. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Lissner,  Ephraim. 

petition,  compensation,  damages  to  house,  refused  a  1S7  c  193 

Litchfield,  Wm. 

petition  and  order  for  hearing,  steam-engine,  Rutherford  ave.  a  S23~hearing 
a  Soo-granted  a  951 

Little,  Samuel,  et  als. 

petition  that  city  pay  portion  of  expense  of  watering  Warren  St.  a  371  ;  pe- 
tition, electric  lights,  West  Roxbury  park  a  45S;  order  to  pay  grade 
damages,  passed  a  729 

Littlefield,  Jarius  L. 

appointed  inspector  of  hay  and  straw  a  212-confirmed  a  242 

Littlehale,  Bros. 

steam-engine,  Harrison  ave.,  order  for  hearing  a  214-hearinga  26S-granted 
a  406 

Lloyd,  John  A. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 


(69) 


LOAN   FOR   PARKS 


LYNCH 


Loan  for  Parks.     (See  Parks.) 

Loans,  Negotiation  of.     (See  Finance.) 

Local  Improvement  Co.,  of  Roslindale. 

petition  to  light  certain  streets,  W.R.  a  161 

Locke,  Elmore  E. 

appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  212-confirmed  a  242;  appointed 
weigher  of  coal  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Locke,  Lyman. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  H,  Fifth,  and  Sixth  sts.,  petition  a  562-granted 
a  728 

Locke,  Wm.  H. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  26S-eonnrmed  a  313 

Locke  &  Flint. 

sidewalk,  East  Fourth  St.,  petition  a  842-granted  a  S76 
petition,  sewer,  East  Nintli  st.  a  S91 

Lockhart,  W.  L. 

coal-holes,  Merrimac  St.,  petition  a  135-granted  a  162 

Locust  street. 

claims  :  W.  H.  Smith,  petition,  balance  tax-sale  of  estate,  refused  a  113 
c  11S;  order  to  pay  balance  tax-sale  to  W.  H.  Smith,  passed  a  114  c  119 

Lodging-houses,  Model.     (See  Model  Lodging-houses.) 

Loemans,  W.  C. 

coal  chute,  Broadway,  petition  a  458 

Loftus,  Ellen. 

personal  injuries,  Union-Park  St.,  petition  a  536 

Logan,  W.  H. 

appointed  measurer  of  grain  a  4S2-confirmed  a  538 

Lombard,  Samuel. 

order  to  pay  grade  damages,  Boylston  St.,  passed  a  729 

Lombard  street,  Dorchester. 

lamps  :  Charles  F.  Kittredge  et  als.,  trustee,  petition  a  797 

London  street. 

building:  Joseph  P.  Hamlin,  petition  to  erect  a  661;  refused  c  723- 
recommitted  a  726-refused  a  74S;  M.  C.  Nay,  petition  to  erect  a  99S- 
granted  c  1014  a  1017 

steam-engine:  Win.  Waters,  jr.,  order  for  hearing  a  724;  Free  Press 
Newspaper  Co.,  hearing  a73o-granted  a763 

Long,  Geo.  H. 

petition  to  remove  tree,  Eutaw  st.  a  691 

Long  Island. 

claim  :  Joseph  Ferrierac/a/s.,  petition  forbearing  on  amount  of  damages 
due  for  taking  land,  referred  to  committee  on  claims  a  662;  report,  no 
action  necessary,  accepted  c  10S5  a  1090 

island  :  order  to  transfer  portion  owned  by  city  to  board  of  directors, 
with  communication  from  mayor  transmitting  communication  from 
directors  relating  to,  passed  c  699  a  713,  716 

wharf:  notice  of  petition  to  reconstruct  the  wharf  a  372;  request  of 
directors  of  public  institutions  that  the  unexpended  balance  be  transferred 
to  the  appropriation  for  Home  for  Paupers  at  Long  Island  a  45S-report 
of  finance  with  order  for  transfer,  accepted,  passed  a  592  c  604 

Longfellow,  Henry  W. 

petition,  license  for  petroleum  a  475 

Long-wood  avenue. 

bay-window  :  Geo.  Mack,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  4S2-hear- 
ing  a  561-refused  a  74S;  Geo.  Mack,  petition  and  order  for  hearing 
a  776-hearing  a  822-granted  a  933 

sewer  :  Bridget  Coppinger,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  932-refused 
a  9S6 


Lord,  E.  A.,  &  J.  C. 

lamps,  Ottawa  St.,  petition  a  891 

Lord,  Wm.  W. 

sidewalk,  Cliff  St.,  petition  a66i-granted  a  693 

Lorrey,  Katherine. 

edgestones,  New  Heath  St.,  petition  a  475-granted  a  802 

Lothrop,  G.  E. 

petition,   license,  wrestling   exhibition,  Windsor  theatre    a    712-refused 

a  804 
license,  Windsor  theatre,  granted  3746 
license,  World's  museum,  granted  a  745 


Lotus  street. 

lamps  :  S.  E.  Cary  et  als.,  petition  a  1060 

Loud,  Herbert. 

petition  to  erect  building,  Condor  st.  a  921-granted  a  933  c  996 

Lovejoy,  George  S. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  26S-connrmed  a  313 

Lovell,  Clarence  P.,  et  ah. 

electric  light,  Eutaw  St.,  petition  3983 

Lovering,  J.  P. 

steam-engine,  Washington  St.,  petition  a  135-granted  a  iSS 

Lovett  street. 

trestles  :  New  York  &  New  England  R.R.  Co.,  petition  to  place  tern- 
porary  trestles  under  their  bridge  a  51-granted  a  114 

Lovis,  F.,  et  ah. 

lamps,  Erie  ave.,  petition  a  932 

Low,  Albert  B. 

petition  to  bury  an  anchor,  South  ferry,  a  1033-granted  a  1035 

Low,  Frank  W. 

sidewalk,  Dale  St.,  petition  a  372-granted  a  40S 

Low,  Seth  L. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  268-confirmed  8313 

Lowell,  D.  O.  S. 

plank-walk,  Alban  St.,  petition  a  945 

Lower  Mills  Playground.     (See  Parks.) 
Lowland  street. 

closing:  H.  P.  Rankin,  petition  a  S24-ordered  a  S47 
edgestones  and  sidewalk:  petition  a  79S-granted  a  846 
steam-engine  :  Hub  Carbon  Co.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  372- 
hearing  a  475-granted  a  566 

Lowry,  Mrs.  Jane. 

order  to   abate  sewer  assessments,  Ocean   st.  and   Welles   ave.,  passed 
a  479 

Lowther,  Geo.  W. 

bond  as  constable,  approved  a  1009 

Ludlow  street. 

sewer  :  petition   a  4$3~order   for  hearing   a  564-hearing  a  584-granted 
a  637 

Lundell,  Philip. 

stable,  Newbern  St.,  granted  a  950 

Luppold,  Maria. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Morris  St.,  granted  a  499 

Lydston  &  Wiggin. 

bay-windows,    Main    St.,   petition   and   order   for   hearing   a  4S2-hearing 
a  5 34-granted  a  5S8 

Lying-in  Hospitals. 


(See  Hospitals,  Lying-in.) 


Lyman,  Ellen. 

sidewalk,  Lexington  St.,  granted  a  479 

Lyman  street. 


paving  :  order  to  repave,  passed  a  73S 

sidewalk  :  Hubert  Daley,  petition  to  excavate  a536-granted  a  567 

steam-engine  :  Thomas  Parton,  petition  a  105-granted  a  217 


Lynch,  Catherine. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Baxter  St.,  petition  a  536 

Lynch,  James. 

petition  to  box  a  tree,  Broadway,  granted  a  874 

Lynch,  John  E. 

appointed  director  of  East  Boston  ferries  a  21-confirmed  a  53 

Lynch,  Thomas  H. 

stable,  Kemble  St.,  petition  a  725-granted  a  737 

Lynch,  Timothy. 

stable,  Centre  St.,  R.,  petition  a  743-granted  a  757 
(70) 


LYNDE   STREET 


MANNING 


Lynde   street. 

stable  :  E.  Gallagher,  petition  a  Sgi-granted  a  925 

Lyons,  James. 

stable,  Granger  st.,D.,  petition  a  105-granted  a  137;  stable,  Granger  St., 
petition  a  S/O-granted  a  S95 

Lyons,  Patrick  F. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Lyons,  Thomas  J. 

petition,   sewer,  Walker   St.,  W.R.  a   371  ;    steam-engine,  Chauncy  St., 
petition  a  725-granted  a  737 


M  street. 

bath-house  :  request  of  Board  of  Health  to  lease  land  for  a  401 ;  report, 

with  order,  accepted,  passed  a  539  c  537 
iron  pipe  :   Boston  Cordage  Co.,  petition  a  712-granted  a  72S 
steam-engine  :  W.  Prior~&  Co.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  1016- 

hearing  a  ioS9-granted  a  1094 

Mack,  George. 

bay-window,  Longwood  ave.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  482-hear- 
fns:  a5oi-refused  a  74S;  bay-window,  Longwood  ave.,  petition  and  order 
for  hearing  a  776-hearing  a  S22-granted  a  933 

Mackey,  Wm. 

sidewalk,  Third  St.,  petition  a  920 

Mackin,  Wm. 

appointed  inspector  of  provisions  a  21-confirmed  a  53 

Macleod,  'Wm.  A.,  et  ah. 

edgestones,  Tremlett  St.,  petition  a  34S 

Macquarrie,  Lina  A. 

sidewalk,  Hartford  St.,  granted  a  499 

Madden,  O.  E. 

petition  to  erect  building,  Mt.  Pleasant  ave.  a  iooS-granted  c  1014  a  1017 
steam-engine,  Mt.  Pleasant  ave.,  petition  a  932-granted  a  9S6 

Madison  Park. 
edgestones  and  sidewalk  :  petition  a  401 

Magazine  street. 

grade  :  order  to  establish,  passed  a  competition  a  33S 

Maginnis,  Thomas. 

stable,  Jamaica  St.,  petition  a  753-granted  a  77S 

Magnolia  street. 

edgestones  :  petition  a  372 

edgestoue  and  sidewalk  :  petition  a  372,  536 

numbering  :  order  that  superintendent  of  streets  be  authorized  to  num- 
ber, passed  a  139 
sidewalk  :  petition  a  4S3-granted  a  566 

Maguire,  Patrick,  Park  Commissioner. 

petition  asking  that  committee  be  appointed  to  investigate  charge  made 
by  Gen.  John  M.  Corse  relating  to  office  brokerage;  order  to  appoint 
committee,  etc.,  discussed,  passed  a  799  c  Si2-majority  and  minority 
reports  a  S74  S76-accepted  a  S76  c  910 

Maguire,  Patrick  James,  et  ah. 

petition  for  electric  light,  Linden-Park  St.  a  1S5;  electric  light,  Hampshire 
St.,  petition  a  100S 

Maguire,  Patrick  James,  Alderman,  District  9. 

qualified  :  page  1 

appointed:  committee  to  determine  state  aid  a  3;  standing  —  county 
accounts,  electric  wires,  lamps,  paving  and  repair  of  streets  ;  special  — 
state  aid ;  joint — assessors,  city  auditor's  department,  common  and  public 
grounds,  city  hall  reference  library,  lamps,  public  parks,  paving,  police 
a  57-underground  wires;  joint  special — Stony  brook  a  58;  bridge  investi- 
gation a  137;  funeral  ex-Mayor  Albert  Palmer  a  530;  Faneuil  hall, 
special  a  676 

remarks:  park  loan  a  4;  Stony  brook  a  77-79;  Sunday  laws  a  106;  fire 
commissioner  a  no,  in  ;  liquor-license  fees  a  114 ;  police  salaries  a  140; 
Boston  Heating  Co.  a  190,  191,  282-284,674;  digging  up  streets  for  under- 
ground wires  a  212,  213;  assistant  messenger  a  216;  next  meeting  a  21S; 
fast-day  a  271;  Bussey-bridge  disaster  a  277;  orders  rescinded^  a  344; 
watering  macadamized  streets  a  40S;  annual  estimates  a  416,  41S- 
420;  paving  orders  a  420;  question  of  privilege  a  421,  422,  425;  re- 
surfacing Columbus  ave.  and  Kilby  St.  a  460;  electric  light,  Lin- 
den park  a  463;  closing  Bellevue  st.  a  480;  Commonwealth  ave. 
a  4JS1 ;  paving  Devonshire  st.  a  544;  McLaughlin  claim  a  544;  enter- 
tainment of  Confederate  veterans  a  562;  music  stand  on  the  common 
a  592;  paving-  Central  St.  a  595-597,  622;  paving  Bennett  st.  a6iS;  J. 
P.   Cleary's   drain   a  662;  salaries  of  certain  police  officers  a  669-671; 


Maguire,  Patrick  James,  Alderman,  continued. 

underground  wires  a  674;  revised  grade  of  Saratoga  st.  a  695,  696; 
Lauten  investigation  a  715;  Boylston-st.  grade  damages  a  729;  electric 
wires  a  762;  paving  department  wharf,  wants  of  sewer  department 
a  765;  electric-light  poles  a  777;  police  signal-boxes  a  79S;  "The 
Willows,"  Washington  st.  a  S43 ;  paving  Brattle  sq.  a  S47 ;  Nason's 
stable  a  929;  next  meeting  a  1011 ;  paving  appropriation  a  1038 

Maguire,  Robert  E. 

appointed  constable  a  239-connrmed  a  271-bond  approved  a  340 

Mahan,  Patrick. 

sidewalk,  Cabot  St.,  petition  a  754 

Mahoney,  A.  J.,  et  ah. 

plank-walk,  Ocean  St.,  petition  a  S24 

Mahoney,  Bridget. 

petition  to  be  refunded  portion  of  liquor-licenses,  referred  to  committee  on 
claims  c  Si-report  refusing  c  133  a  137,  13S  c  14S 

Mahoney,  Jennie. 

petition,  personal  injuries  a  1033 

Mahoney,  Wm.  H. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Mahoney,  Wm.  J. 

petition,  athletic  and  variety  entertainment  at  Boston  Theatre  a  725- 
granted  a  727; 

Mahoney,  Wm.  J.,  Councilman,  Ward  6. 

qualified :  page  2 

appointed  :  committee  on  improved  sewerage  c  19;  architect's  depart- 
ment, police  department,  laying  out  and  widening  streets,  water,  im- 
proved sewerage  c  64-06 ;  fourth  of  July  c  325  ;  funeral  ex-Mayor  Albert 
Palmer  c  533;  entertainment  of  city  council  of  Philadelphia  c  551 ;  cen- 
tennial anniversary  of  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  c  677;  attend 
funeral  of  Hon.  T.  J.  Daceyc  1032 

Mahrenholz,  August. 

-Jestones  and  sidewalk,  Paris  St.,  petition  a  S24 

Main  Drainage  Works     (See  Improved  Sewerage.) 
Main  street. 

bay-window:    Lydston    &  Wiggin,   petition   and  order  for  hearing 

a  4S2-hearing  a  534-granted  a  5SS 
lamps  :  Miles  Muldoon,  petition  a  753 
stable  :  Annie  Coe,  petition  a  311-granted  a  373 

Maiden  Bridge. 

draw-tender :  ordinance  to  amend  chap.  6,  Rev.  Ord.,  increasing 
salary  of,  referred  to  committee  on  ordinances  c  117-report  referring  to 
committee  on  bridges  a  163  c  174-report  refusing,  accepted  a  216-dis- 
cussed  c  224,  225-recommitted  c  225-refused  a  275-discussed  c  2S9-291- 
refused  c  291  ;  John  F.  Ormond,  petition,  increase  of  salary  c  147 

widening  and  new  bouse  :  order  that  citv  engineer  include  in  esti- 
mates sum  sufficient  to  widen,  etc.,  referred  to  committee  on  appropria- 
tions c  11S 

watering  :  W.  T.  Van  Nostrand  &  Co.,  petition  to  water  a  5S6 

Maiden  street. 

steam-engine  :  Whidden,  Hill,  &  Co.,  granted  a  5SS 

Maloney,  A.  J. 

lamp,  Ocean  St.,  petition  a  476 

Maloney,  Frank  S. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Maloney,  Margaret. 

petition  to  refund  liquor-license  fee,  refused  a  113  c  11S 

Maloney,  Thomas  E. 

stable,  Hampden  St.,  petition  a  743-granted  a  75S 

Mann,  Charles,  et  ah. 

lamps,  Crawford  St.,  petition  a  713 

Manning,  Anna  S. 

personal  injuries,  Castle  St.,  petition  a  753-refused  a  923  c  95S 

Manning,  James. 

barge  license,  granted  a  925 

Manning,  T.  W. 

stable,  Graham  court,  petition  a  734-refused  a  757 

Manning,  Timothy  F. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 


(71) 


MANNING 


MARTIN 


Manning,  William. 

appointed  undertaker  a  268-confirmed  a  313 

Manning,  William. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Third  st.,  petition  a  4S3~granted  a  543 

Manning,  "William,  et  ah. 

petition  that  city  defray  portion  of  expense  of  watering  Albany  st.  a  401 

Manning's  Hill,  West  Roxbury. 

coasting  :  allowed  a  1060 

Mansfield,  A.  S. 

steam-engines,  Dartmouth  St.,  petition  a  214-granted  a  272 

Mansfield  street. 

sewer  :  petition  and   order  for  hearing  a  744,  748-hearing  a  751-granted 

Maple  street. 

edgestones  :  petition  a  4S3-granted  a  543 
lamps  :  K.  K.  Lawson    et  als.,  petition  a  45S 

sewer  :  petition  a  459-order  for  hearing  a  499-hearing  a  534-ordered 
a  564 

Marble,  Freestone,  Soapstone,  Surveyor  of. 

Win.  M.  Cary,  appointed  a  371-confirmed  a  406;  W.  B.  Bayley  and  Daniel 
Higgins,  appointed  a  458-connrmed  a  477 

Marcella  street. 

coasting  :  order  to  allow,  passed  a  22 
trees  :  J.  Keogh,  petition  to  remove  a  160 

Marcella-street  Home. 

order  to  consider  expediency  of  removing  children  to  Austin  farm,  and  of 
using  home  for  lunatic  asylum,  referred  to  committee  on  public  institu- 
tions a  853 

March  17.     (See  Evacuation  Day.) 
Marcy,  Charles  D'W.,  et  ah. 

edgestones  and  gutters,  Euclid  St.,  petition  a  458 

Marginal  street. 

bridge  :  order  to  allow  Boston   Sugar  Refinery  Co.  to  erect  temporary 

supports,  passed  a  921 
pipe  :  N.  Smith  &  Co.,  petition  a  735-granted  a  747 
tree  :  Boston  Sugar  Refinery  Co.,  petition  removal  a  135 

Margot,  Eugene  F. 

sewer  assessment,  Cornwall  St.,  abated  a  479 

Marian,  Margaret  E. 

personal  injuries,  A  St.,  petition  a  475 

Marine  Park  Betterments.     (See  Claims.) 
Marine  Park.     (See  also  Parks.) 

claims  :  Adeline  Faxon,  executrix,  abatement  assessment,  referred  to 
committee  on  parks  a  895  c  902-referred  to  next  government  c  1086, 
a  1094;  Mary  C.  Beiler,  petition  to  refund  portion  assessment  a  931- 
referred  to  committee  on  parks  a  94S  c  960-referred  to  next  government 
c  ioS6ai094;  A.J.  Bellows,  heirs,  petition  to  be  refunded  portion  ot 
assessment  a  823;  taken  from  table  and  referred  to  next  government 
c  1086  a  1094;  reP01't  of  committee  on  claims  that  order  ought  not  pass, 
accepted  c  773;  report  on  petition  A.  J.  Bellows,  heirs,  VVm.  J.  Stevens, 
trustee,  and  order  to  pay,  referred  to  next  government  c  10S6  a  1094 

Marion  street,  Charlestown. 

bay-window  :  C.   M.   Hunter,  petition   and  order  for  hearing  a   744- 

hearing  a  751-granted  a  761 
claims  :  J.  Stone,  damages  to  property,  petition  a  214-refused  a  272 
edgestones  and  sidewalk:  petition  3754 

Marion  street,  East  Boston. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk  :  petition  a  776 
sidewalk:  petition  a  S24 

Market  Place. 

lamps  :  M.  Meyerson  el  als.,  petition  a  662 

Market  street,  Brighton. 

sewer  :  Matlhew  Mullen,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  725-granted 
a  74S;  P.  B.  Swett,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  932;  James  W. 
French,  assessment  abated  a  736 

stable  :  J.  A.  Sawyer,  petition  a  753-granted  a  778 

Markets. 

committee  :  standing — appointed  a  57;  joint— appointed  a  57  c  65 
superintendent :  Geo.  E.  McKay  appointed  a  21-confirmed  a  54 


Markets,  continued. 

quarterly  report:  a  162  c  174-returned  to  superintendent  of  markets 

a  460-report  a  477  c  506,  a  947  c  958 
leases  of  stalls  in  JTaneuil-hall  market:  order  that  the  commit- 
tee on  markets  report  a  schedule  of  prices  and  conditions  upon  which 
the  leases  of  the  stalls  and  cellars  should  be  renewed,  referred  to  com- 
mittee on  markets  a  142-report  with  order,  accepted,  passed  a  163-dis- 
cussed  c  175-179-substitute  order,  passed  c  179  a  186 
open  on  holidays  :  order  that  markets  under  control  of  city  be  opened 
for  business  on  all  legal  holidays,  and  that  marketmen  who  so  desire 
shall  be  allowed  to  do  business  without  the  same  affecting  their  leases, 
referred  to  committee  on  judiciary  c  768-report  with  order  in  new  draft 
c  1012- assigned  c  1025-referred  to  next  government  c  10S0 
Chamber  of  Commerce  :  Boston  Chamber   of  Commerce,  petition, 

extension  of  lease  a  100S 
Faneuil-hall  market: 

hours   of   opening:  Benj.  Johnson    et  als..  petition   for  a  change  in 

the  hours  of  opening  and  closing  market  a  536-granted  c  547  a  563 
cellar:  Howard  Morse,  petition  to  construct  an  opening  a  371 
drain:  order  that  appropriation   be  added   for  purpose  of  improving 
drain,  passed  a  344-discussed  c  356,  357-passed  c  357-order    to  con- 
struct a  system  of  drainage,  referred  to  finance  a  729-report,  referred 
to  committee  on  public  buildings,  accepted  a  73S 
electric  lights  :  Gass,  Doe,  &  Co.,  et  als.,  petition  that  city  provide, 
etc.,    referred    to  committee   on    markets   c  i04i;-report,   with    order, 
accepted,  discussed  a    1064,    1065-referred    to    committee    on    public 
buildings  a  1065 
excavate  sidewalk:  W.  E.  A.  and  G.  M.  D.  Legg,  petition,  granted 
a  372.;  Geo.  M.  D.  and  W.  E.  A.  Legg,  petition  to  excavate  a  401- 
granted  a  565  c  577;  Almon  S.  Morse,  petition  to  open,  granted  a  566 
C577 
receipts  :  a  736  c  769 

stall:  L.    B.    Hiscock,    remonstrance    against    granting   stall   to   \V. 
Prior,  and  asking  hearing  a  iS5-report,  no  action  necessary  a  217  c  225 
Quiney  market : 

lease  of  rooms  :  order  to  renew  lease  of  rooms  to  Ames  Plow  Co., 
referred  to  committee  on  public  buildings  c  117-report  and  order  to 
lease,  accepted,  passed  a  275  c  307 

Markey,  Patrick. 

personal  injuries,  petition  a  1037 

Marlboro'  street. 

bay-window  :  T.  B.  Billings,  petition   and   order  for  hearing  a  402- 

hearing  a  475-granted  a  543 
coal-boles  :  Henry  A  Whitney,  petition  a  214-granted  a  254 
edgestones  and  sidewalk  :  petition  a  79S-granted  a  S76 
lamp  :  Win.  Benedict,  petition  a  753 
sidewalk:  petition  a  4S3~granted  3543;  petition  a  536-granted  a  566; 

petition  a  725-granted  a  S02:  petition  a  754 
steam-engine  :  H.  A.  Whitney,  granted  a  896 
tree  :  Susan  C.  Jackson,  petition  to  exchange  a  535 

Marley,  J.  F.,  et  als. 

petition  to  run  barges  a  iS5-refused  a  412 

Marmion  street. 

lamps  :  Mr.  Curtis  et  als.,  petition  a  S42 

Marsh,  W.  W. 

stable,  Cambridge  St.,  B.,  petition  a  51-granted  a  77;  order  to  allow  re- 
moval tree,  Cambridge  St.,  B.,  passed  3420;  appointed  undertaker  3534- 
confirmed  a  563 

Marshall,  Ernest  C. 

druggist's  mortar,  Bunker  Hilt  St.,  petition  a  870-granted  a  S97 

Marshall,  Sarah,  et  als. 

petition  to  abate  nuisance,  Binney  St.,  3535;  report,  no  action  necessary, 
accepted  a  950 

Marston,  Mrs.  C.  A. 

petition,  personal  injuries  a  1033 

Martin,  A.  P. 

plank- walk,  Norfolk  St.,  petition  a  311 

Martin,  George. 

damages  to  property,  East  N'inth  St.,  granted  c  658-discussed  a  663-665- 
passed  a  665-veto  of  mayor  and  opinion  of  corporation  counsel,  dis- 
cussed c  704-7oS-sm-tainecTc  70S;  petition,  compensation  for  damages  to 
estate,  Douglass  st.  c  879-g ranted  c  1085  a  1090 

Martin,  J.  Lawrence. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  135-confirmed  a  162;  appointed  weigher  of 
coal  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Martin,  J.  M. 

steam-engine,  Washington  St.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  535-hear- 
ing  a6i3-granted  3637 

Martin,  James. 

petition,  damages  to  estate,  River  St.,  D.,  refused  a  164  c  174 
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MARTIN 


Mccracken 


Martin,  John  B. 

elected  president  of  directors  of  public  institutions  a  460  c  467 

Martin,  Mary. 

petition  that  proper  discharge  be  given  by  the  city  of  a  mortgage  of  cer 
tain  land  in  Newton  a  536 

Martin,  Michael. 

order  to  discharge  mortgage  given  to  the  city,  etc.,  passed  a  693  c  70S;  re- 
port on  petition  to  discharge  mortgage,  referred  to  committee  on  water, 
accepted  a  S27  c  S31 


Martin  School.     (Sec  Schools.) 
Mason,  Sarah  P. 

petition  to  trim  tree,  Monroe  st.  a  752 

Mason  street. 

bay-window  :  George  Fera,  hearing  a  345-granted  a  460 
coal-hole:  Geo.  Fera,  petition  a  31  i-granted  a  340;    Universalist  Pub- 
lishing House,  petition  a  5<S6-granted  a  617 
electric  light  :  Emery  &  Greenwood  el  als.,  petition  a  402 

Massachusetts  avenue. 

grading:  order  that  the  payments  to  the  contractor  as  they  become  due 
shall  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  paving  department,  referred  to 
committee  on  paving  a  544-report,  accepted,  passed  a  593 

land  damages  :  order  to  expend  the  balance  of  appropriation  for,  re- 
ferred to  finance  a  729-report,  accepted,  passed  a  1066 

name  changed  :  communication  from  street  commissioners,  changing 
name  to  Commonwealth  ave.  a  ill 

Massachusetts  Charitable  Mechanic's  Association. 

petition,  license  for  amusements,  etc.,  at  their  building,  Huntington  ave. 
a7°S 

Massachusetts  Horticultural  Society.     (See  Horticultural 
Society.) 

Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology. 

Hyatt  lights,  Clarendon  St.,  petition  a  S9i-granted  a  S96 

Massachusetts  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to 
Children.     (See  Licenses.) 

Mather  street. 

stable  :  Jenness  &  Glover,  petition  a  33S-granted  a  350 

Mathews,  Thomas  R. 

appointed  director  of  public  institutions  a  21-assigned  a  52-confirmed 
a  76 

Matthews,  Nathan. 

petition  that  the  city  of  Boston  release  its  claim  to  certain  land  lying  west 
of  West  Chester  park,  and  quitclaim  to  him  a  105-report  and  order,  dis- 
cussed, accepted,  passed  a  341  c  360;  sidewalk,  Beacon  St.,  petition 
a  5S6-granted  a  617 

Matrons.     (See  Police.) 
Matson,  Catherine  V. 

petition,  bulkhead  in  sidewalk,  Chauncy  St.  a  51-granted  a  1 14 

Maverick  Oil  Company. 

petition,  license  for  petroleum,  etc.  a  561  ;  petition  to  unload  tank  of 
naphtha  a  735;  petition,  pipe,  Chelsea  St.  a  743-granted  a  762;  petition 
to  erect  building,  Chelsea  St.,  E.  B.  a  931-granted  c  1014  a  1017 

Maverick  square. 

common  :  C.  F.  Schwaar  et  als.,  petition  to  keep  open  for  public  use 

a725 
park  :   George   L.   Thorndike   el   als.,  petition,  various    improvements 

»  535 
sidewalk  :  granted  a  462 
steam-engine  :    East  Boston  Savings    Bank,   petition    a  920-granted 

=>  934 
Maverick  street. 

electric  light :  Thomas  D.  McEnaney,  petition  a  5S6 

sewer  :  petition  a  22-order  for  hearing  a  1  t3-hearing  a  135-ordered  a  407 

stable  :  Fernald  &  Co.,  petition  a  031-granted  a  950 

Maxwell  street,  Dorchester. 

lamps  :  G.  L,  Williams  et  als.,  petition  a  561 
sewer  :  petition  a  712 

May,  Frederick  W.  G. 

damages  to  estate,  Dorchester  ave.,  recommitted  to  committee  on  sewers 
a  992  c  995 

(7 


May,  Samuel,  Heirs. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Doane  st.  a920-refused  a  1063 

Mayfair  street. 

lamp  :  Martin  Fay,  petition  a  743  ■ 

Mayo,  E.  B.,  et  als. 

petition  to  lay  out  and  accept  Thayer  St.  a  241-report,  refusing  a  47S  c  507 

Mayo,  H.  E. 

appointed  weigher  of  beef  a  212-confirmed  a  242;  appointed  weigher  of 
coal  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Mayo  street. 

edgestones  and  improvements  :  petition  a  712 
grading  and  edgestones  :  granted  a  728 

Mayor.     (See  Executive  Department.) 

Maywood  street. 

bay-window  :  Owen  Nawn,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  842-hear- 
ing  a  £90 

McAdams,  Mrs.  S.  C. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  East  Fifth  St.,  petition  a  562-granted  a  593 

McAleer,  Patrick. 

petition,  removal,  tree,  Hollis  St.,  a  614;  coal-holes,  Hollis  St.,  petition 
a  797-grauted  a  S27;  steam-engine,  Hollis  St.,  petition  a  9S9-granted 
a  1009 

McAvoy,  E.  F.,  et  ah. 

petition,  sewer,  Alden  St.,  a  634 

McCabe,  Bernard  J.  &  Annie  C. 

order  to  pay  land  damages,  laying  out  Sackville  St.,  passed  a  141 

McCabe,  John. 

order  to  pay  grade  damages,  Sackville  St.,  passed  a  192 

McCaffrey,  Johr. 

appointed  undr  ^aker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

McCammon,  James  E. 

sidewalk,  East  Broadway,  petition  a  661-granted  a  747 

McCarthy,  Annie. 

personal  injuries,  refused  a  164  c  174 

McCarthy,  Marcus  B. 

petition  to  be  paid  sum  due  for  services  in  fire  department  a  931 

McCarthy,  Patrick  J. 

bond  as  constable,  approved  a  215 

McCarthy,  Susan. 

order  to  pay  land  damages  by  laying  out  Sackville  St.  a  77 

McCarthy,  T. 

petition  to  water  streets  a  214-refused  a  407 
sidewalk,  Tremont  St.,  petition  a  401-granted  a  461 

McCarthy,  Timothy. 

petition,  injuries  to  horse,  Whitney  St.  a  100S 

McCarty,  Daniel. 

order  to  pay  widow  salary,  as  officer  of  Supreme  court,  passed  a  2S0 

McCartney,  Timothy 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

McChesney,  Wm.  T. 

appointed  field-driver  and  pound-keeper  a  45S-connrmed  a  477 

McConnell,  Jonathan. 

appointed  field-driver  and  pound-keeper  a  45$-confirmed  a  477 

McCormack,  Alexander  D. 

sidewalk,  Marion  St.,  petition  a  S24 

McCormick,  James,  et  als. 

majority  and  minority  reports  on  petition  to  change  conditions  in  titles  of 
estate,  East  Concord  St.,  discussed  a  247-249-majority  accepted,  order 
passed  a  249-discussed  c  261-266-passed  c  266;  petition,  modification  of  a 
condition  in  deed  of  estate,  Concord  St.  a  614-report  with  order  accepted, 
passed  a  637  c  65s 

McCracken,  James. 

stable,  Lauriat  ave.,  petition  a  797 

3) 
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Mclaughlin 


McCue,  James. 

petition  for  new  deed  of  hind  purchased  from  city,  on  Berlin  St.,  referred 
to  committee  on  public  lands  c  TiS-report  and  order  to  execute  con- 
firmatory deed,  Tennyson  St.  instead  of  Berlin  St.,  accepted,  passed 
c  205  a  /is 

McCullough,  Peter. 

petition  to  be  paid  for  services  rendered  city  by  instigation  of  members 
of  the  police  department,  refused  a  139  c  14S 

McDermott,  Margaret. 

petition,  compensation,  personal  injuries,  Warren  st.  a  371-refused  a  620 
c6s6 

McDermott,  Mary. 

petition  to  refund  liquor-license  fee,  refused  a  113  c  118 

McDermott,  T.  A.,  ct  ah. 
plank-walk,  Perkins  St.,  W.  R.,  petition  a  754 

McDonald,  Charles. 

petition,  compensation,  overflow  of  sewer,  Border  St.  a  725 

McDonald,  13.  A.,  ct  at. 

lamps,  Metropolitan  ave.,  petition  a  662 

McDonald,  John. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Washington  St.,  D.  a  691-granted 
a  925 

McDonald,  John  W. 

appointed  superintendent  of  streets  a  21-confirmed  a  53 

McDonald,  Mary. 

petition  to  be  paid  for  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs  a  S23-granted  a  S95 

McDonnell,  Ellen. 

petition  to  be  paid  for  land  taken  by  city  for  sewer  and  other  purposes,  on 
Baxter  st.,  refused  a  13S  c  14S 

McDonough,  Mrs.  M. 

steam-engine,  Havre  st.,  petition  a  932-granted  a  992 

McDowell,  R.  H. 

stable,  Armandine  St.,  petition  a  1060 

McElroy,  E.  J. 

steam-engine.  East  Sixth  St.,  petition  a  561-granted  a  5S8;  variety  enter- 
tainment, Sixth  St.,  granted  a  745 

McElroy,  Sarah. 

petition  to  trim  trees,  Eighth  st.  a  371 

McEnaney,  Thomas  D. 

electric  light,  Maverick  St.,  petition  a  5S6 

McEnaney,  Thomas  O.,  Councilman,  Ward  2. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed  :    committee   on    assessors',  city  clerk's  department,  public 

parks,  surveyor's  department  c  64-66 
remarks  :  abolition  of  ferry-tolls  c  67,  68;   investigation  of  city  clerk's 

account  c  175 

McGahey,  Alexander  A. 

appointed  weigher  of  boilers  and  heavy  machinery  a  212;  appointed 
weigher  of  beef  a  212-confirmed  a  242;  appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  26S- 
confirmed  a  313;  bulkhead,  S.  Margin  St.,  petition  a  100S -granted  a  100S; 
bulkhead,  Staniford  st.,  petition  a  1008-granted  a  1035 

McGann,  C.  J. 

personal  injuries,  Broadway  extension,  petition  a  160 

McGaragle  &  Co. 

petition  for  compensation  for  extra  work  on  O-st.  school-house  a  iS5-re- 
port  and  order  to  pay,  accepted,  passed  a  251,  252-discusscd  c  257-261- 
assigned  c  261-discussed  c  300,  301-paPsed  c  301 

McGinnis,  John. 

petition,  coal-hole,  Alleghany  St.,  a  401-grantcd  a  462 

McGinty,  Jane. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Bennington  st.  a  34S-g ranted  a  462 

McGiveon,  Mrs.  Sarah. 

stable,  Havre  St.,  petition  a  401-refused  a  479 

McGowan,  J.,  ct  ah. 

plank-walk,  Tremont  St.,  petition  a  9S3 

McGrath,  John  A. 

order  to  be  allowed  to  box  tree,  Broadway,  passed  a  253-discussed  a  314- 
316-passed  a  316 


McGuiness,  John. 

stable,  Belmont  St.,  refused  a  313 

McGuinness,  Thomas  F. 

sidewalk,  Elm  St.,  petition  a  536 

McHugh,  James,  ct  ah. 

petition,  increase  of  pay  as  deck-hand  of  East  Boston  ferries  a  135-reporl 
of  committee  on  ferries  recommending  reference  to  directors,  accepted 
a  164  c  174;  report  of  directors,  inexpedient  a  564  c  571 

Mclndoe,  James  W. 

edgestones,  Bowdoin  ave.,  petition  a  725 

Mclnerhey,  John,  ct  ah. 

lamps,  Lexington  ave.,  petition  a  33S 

Mclntire,  Martin  J. 

druggist's  mortar,  Washington  st.,  petition  a  633-granted  a  72S 

Mclntire,  W.  F. 

communication  relative  to  the  desecration  of  tombs  in  burial  ground  cor- 
ner Eustis  and  Washington  streets,  referred  to  board  of  health  a  740 

Mclntyre,  James,  et  ah. 

phink-walks,  Independence  sq.,  petition  a  1016 

McKay,  D.  H. 

sewer,  Montrose  ave.,  R.,  petition  a  185 

McKay,  Elizabeth. 

personal  injuries,  petition  a  Sg2-refused  c  10S5  a  1090 

McKay,  Geo.  E. 

appointed  superintendent  of  Faneuil-hall  market  a  21-confirmed  a  54 

McKendry,  L.  F. 

petition  to  be  paid  for  loss  of  fowls  a  870-granted  a  9S7 

McKenna,  James  &  Patrick. 

edgestonc  assessment,  Heath  St.,  abated  a  101  j 

McKenna,  Maurice  J.,  Councilman,  Ward  5. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed  :  committee  on  fire,  registrar's  department  c  65,66;  investiga- 
tion of  bridges  c  129;  fourth  of  July  c  325 

remarks  :  fire-department  buildings  c  151  ;  Austin-st.,  paving  c  194;  per- 
manent basis  for  paving  department  c  299;  reports  of  finance  c  702; 
Martin  claim  c  707;  sewer  dept.  and  improved  sewerage  c  816 

McKoen,  Margaret. 

petition,  personal  injuries  a  483 

McLaughlin,  Andrew. 

order  to  allow  and  pay  certain  sum  for  labor  performed  on  Stony  brook, 
referred  to  committee  on  sewers  a  544-referred  to  committee  on  claims 
a  590;  order  to  pay  for  work  on  Stony  brook,  passed  a  S2S-discussed 
c  839,  840 

McLaughlin,  Daniel. 

petition  to  pave  No.  Margin  st.  with  granite  blocks  a  34S-refused  a  407 
C427 

McLaughlin,  James. 

petition,  compensation  for  injury  to  horse,  River  St.,  D.  a  74 

McLaughlin,  John  Aloysius,  Alderman,  District  3. 

qualified  :  page  1 

appointed  :  committee  to  determine  State  aid  a  3;  reservoir  lot  a  23; 
licenses  a  25  ;  standing  —  armories  and  military  affairs,  licenses,  mar- 
kets, sewers  and  drains;  special  —  state  aid  ;  joint  —  assessors',  collector's 
department,  treasury  department,  health,  markets,  overseers  of  the 
poor,  parks  a  57;  sewer,  water  a  5S  ;  new  court-house  a  75;  entertainment 
of  city  council  of  Philadelphia  a  546;  special  committee,  opening  of 
streets  a  742 

remarks:  park  loan  a  4,  107;  annual  expenditures  a  75;  employment 
of  armed  bodies  a  110;  water-meters  a  1S6,  2S5 ;  Boston  Heating 
Co.  a  191,  2S3,  2S4;  laborers  a  242;  Wm.  Donovan's  stand  a  253;  port 
physician  and  assistant  a  274;  protection  of  trees  on  common  a  312; 
Sargent's  wharf  a  320;  armories  a  342,  343  ;  Muddy  river  a  349;  proposed 
new  bridge  to  Cambridge  a  376;  old  Franklin  school  a  404;  watering 
macadamized  streets  a  408,  409;  paving  orders  a  420;  question  of  privilege 
a  422,  423;  appropriation  bill  a  447;  Jamaica  Pond  Aqueduct  Co.  a  496, 
497;  paving,  Central  st.  a597;  deputy  collectors  a  635  ;  salaries  of  certain 
police  officers  a  670,671;  revised  grade  of  Saratoga  st.  a  695 ;  electric 
lighting  companies  a  696;  torpedoes  and  other  detonators  a  697;  Lauten 
investigation  a  715,  716;  Faneuil  hall,  naturalization  of  aliens  a  760; 
licenses  a  764,  765  ;  paving  dept.  wharf,  wants  of  sewer  dept.  a  765  ;  Park 
Theatre  a  S04;  Beacon -hill  reservoir  a  S44;  Nason's  stable  a  92b;  Boston 
&  Roxbury  Mill  Co.  a  949;  new  court-house  a  992,  993;  paving  appro- 
priation a  1038,  1039;  election  returns  a  1046;  closing  proceedings  a  ici,6 
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McLaughlin,  Mary  A. 

edgestone  and  sidewalk,  Third  St.,  petition  a  401-granted  a  462 

McLaughlin,  Michael. 

petition,  personal  injuries  in  building- of  health  dept.,  petition  a  776-report, 
referred  to  committee  on  health  a  S52  c  860-granted  c  10S5  a  1093 

McLaughlin,  Patrick. 

personal  injuries,  Salem  St.,  petition  a  105-refused  a  407  c  427 

McLaughlin,  Sarah  U. 

petition,  personal  injuries,  Austin  St.,  C.  c  174 

McLaughlin,  Wm. 

stable,  Jones  ave.,  D.,  petition  a  753-granted  a  778 

McLaughlin,  Wm.  E. 

petition,  compensation  for  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs,  granted  a  140 

McMahon,  James. 

stable,  East  Ninth  St.,  petition  a  797 

McMahon,  Mary. 

petition  to  refund  liquor-license  fee,  refused  a  113  c  11S,  petition  a  241- 
report  with  order  to  pay,  discussed,  passed  a  341  c  359 

McMahon,  Thomas. 

petition  to  be  compensated  for  destruction  of  grass  on  land,  Carleton  St. 
report,  no  further  action  necessary  a  139  c  147 

McManus,  Thomas. 

petilion,  damages  to  property,  Carleton  St.  a  753-refused  a  S52  c  S59 

McMasters,  Elizabeth  L. 

edgestone  assessment,  Rand  St.,  abated  a  9S7 

McMurtry,  Alex. 

petition  for  license  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  a  214-granted  a  373 

McNamara,  J.  B. 

bay-window,   Henley  St.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  744-hearing 

a75i-granted  a  77s 
lamps,  Henley  St.,  C,  petition  a  1033 

McNary,  Wm.  S„  Councilman,  Ward  15. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed  :  committee  on  assessor's,  underground  wires  c  64  66 
remarks  :  Saturday  half-holidays  c  16,  17;  contested  election,  Ward  15 
c  35,  36;  Ward  4  contested  election  c  43;  quarters  for  hook-and-Iadder 
co.  No.  5  and  South  Boston  municipal  court  c  59;  special  architect  for 
new  public  library  building  c  63;  navy-yard  c  70;  play-grounds  c  71,  72; 
horticultural  society  c  S2  ;  reference  of  orders  c  S3,  84;  public  library  c  85- 
87;  limit  of  taxation  and  borrowing  c  8S;  representation  from  Wards  22 
and  25  c  92;  new  house  for  police  divisions  :  and  8  c  14S,  149;  fire-depart- 
ment buildings  c  151,  152;  South-bay  improvements  c  155;  market 
leases  c  17S;  employment  of  police  during  strike  c  1S2;  assistant  asses- 
sors c  1S3 ;  engine  No.  6  c  203 ;  occupation  of  streets  for  building  purposes 
c  231.  33s ;  paving  department  on  permanent  basis  c  255,  266,  267,  297- 
299;  McGaragle  claim  c  259,  260;  gas  lamp-lighters  c  2SS;  draw-tender's 
salaries  c  2S9;  protection  of  trees  on  common  c  302;  Mortonst.  gravel- 
bank  c  304;  Power  sq.  c  326;  civil-service  examination  c  328-331;  Sea- 
con  St.,  widening  c  355,  356;  new  Cambridge  bridge  c  35S ;  South  Bos- 
ton school-house  c  367;  tracks  on  the  new  Cambridge  bridge  c  3S5,  3S6; 
old  Franklin  school-house  c  3S7,  3SS;  appropriation  bill  c  42S-442,  453; 
city's  equity  in  Met.  R.R.  Co.  c  465;  charges  for  railroad  franchises 
c  470;  Roxbury  high-school  site  c  472;  question  of  privilege  c  505, 
506;  citv  council  of  Philadelphia  c  550,  551;  entertainment  of  Hon. 
Wm.  O'Brien  c  533,  555,573,574;  fire  department,  salaries  c  558,559; 
entertainment  of  Terence  V.  Powderly  c  576,577;  Rogers  St.,  widen- 
ing c  5S2;  official  report  c  609;  next  meeting  c  610,  611  ;  fire  commis- 
sioners, salary  c  654,  655;  underground  wires  c  6S4,  6S5  ;  Worcester  sq. 
fence  c  700;  Roxbury  nigh  school  C722;  Frank  Jones,  claim  c  770;  old 
Franklin  school-house  c  7S2,  7S3  ;  erection  of  sundry  buildings  c  7S6-791  ; 
home  for  paupers  c  793;  sewer  appropriation  c  Sio;  sewer  dept.  and 
improved  sewerage  c  S15,  S16;  police  salaries  c  SiS;  Frank  Jones,  claim 
c  819.  S20;  police  salaries  c  865;  question  of  privilege  c  867;  overvalua- 
tion of  property  c  SSi ;  powers  of  the  council  c  8S4-SS6;  membership  of 
the  council  c  900.  9m  ;  magistrate  at  police  station  c  905  ;  Telegraph  hill 
c  91 1  ;  sewer  appropriation  c  960,  962 ;  paving  employees  c  976,  9S0,  9S1 ; 
sewers,  East  Boston  c  997;  sewer  appropriation  c  1005,  1006;  sewer  ap- 
propriation c  1029,  1031  ;  items  of  bills  called  for  c  1052;  election  laws 
c  1070 

McNaughton,  C.  J. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

McNeil,  Neil. 

order  for  hearing  on  taking  land  in  Dorchester  for  sewer  purposes  a  853- 
hearing  a  SfiS-ordered  a  S7S 


McNeil,  Mrs.   S.  M. 

stable,  Bellevue  terrace,  petition  a  691-granted  a  719-permit  revoked  a  766; 

petition  a  797-granted  a  S77 
steam-engine,  Bellevue  Urrace,  petition  a  945-granted  a  9S6 

McNellis,  Bernard  S. 

order  to  pay  land  damages  by  laying  out  Sackville  st.  a  77 

McPherson,  E.  M. 

petition,  sidewalk,  Havre  st.  a  33S-granted  a  593 

McPherson,  E.  M.,  et  ah. 

petition,  city  to  purchase  land,  Putnam  and  Falcon  sts.  a  691-report,  re- 
ferred to  water  board  a  So3-discussed  c  Si  1,  Si2-referred  in  concurrence 
c  S12 

McQuarrie,  L.  A. 

sidewalk,  Hartford  St.,  D.,  petition  a  214 

McQuesten,  Geo.  &  Co. 

petition  to  erect  building,  Border  St.  a  743-report,  no  action  necessary,  ac- 
cepted a  778  c  7S4 

Meade,  Thomas  H. 

petition,  damages  to  property,  Columbia  st.  a  371 

Means,  R.  F. 

appointed  inspector  of  petroleum  and  coal  oils  a  45S-confirmed  a  477 

Mechanics  street. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk  :  petition  a  9S9 
stable  :  Wm.  Gilligan,  petition  a  459-granted  a  641 

Medbery,  Ira  A. 

stable,  Centre  St.,  D.,  petition  a  1015-refused  IC94 

Medford  street,  Charlestown. 

building  :  Anthony  Waterman,  petition  to  erect  a  735-9S9-refused 
c  1014  a  1017 

luilknead  :  Mrs.  Jane  D.  West,  petition  a  797-granted  a  S27 

electric  light :  Dundon  Bros,  et  als.,  petilion  a  51  ;  T.  H.  Green  et  als.t 
petition  a  797 

estate  :  order  to  pay  Edmund  M.  Wood,  balance  tax-sale  of  estate, 
passed  a  895  c  903 

stables:  Charles  L.  Davenport,  petition  a  269-refused  a  342;  James  F. 
Guin,  petition  a  269-granted  a  313;  John  A.  Sanborn,  petition  a  347-re- 
fused  a  479-pelilion  a  633;  John  A.  Sanborn,  petition  a  691-withdrawn 
a693-refused  a  737;  T.  M.  Sullivan,  remonstrance  against  a  725 

Medford-st.  court. 

lamps  :  A.  Shurtleff  et  als.,  petition  a  743J 

Meehan,  Patrick. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Green  St.,  W.R.,  petition  a  45S-granted  a  4S0 

sidewalk,  Cabot  St.,  granted  a  S02 

steam-engine,  Washington  St.,  W.  R.,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934 

Meissner,  John  J. 

sidewalk,  Emerson  St.,  petition  a  9S8 

Melbourne  street. 

sewer  :  petition  a  S70 

Melley,  Patrick. 

petition,  license  for  sale  of  petroleum,  Charlestown  St.  a  536 

Melley,  Sarah  O. 

sidewalk,  D  St.,  granted  a  S02 

Melville,  Elizabeth  S. 

order  to  pay  grade  damages,  Beacon  St.,  passed  a  407 

Melville  avenue. 

edgestones  :  petition  a  536-granted  a  566;  petition  a  743 
steam-engine  :  Joseph   Breckinbridge,  petition  and  order  for  hearing 
a  4S2-given  leave  to  withdraw  a  5S4;  petition  a  561-granted  a  5SS 

Memorial  Day. 

order  to  allow  and  pay  to  each  post  of  the  G.A.R.  certain  sum  to  defray 
expenses,  etc.,  referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  354;  order  to  allow 
and  pay  certain  sum  to  Charitable  Association  of  Boston  fire  department 
to  decorate  graves,  discussed  a  543,  544-passed  a  544  c  557 

Thomas  J.  Stevenson  Post  invitation  to  city  council  to  attend  memorial 
services,  accepted  c  3S1  a  402 

invitation  from  E.  W.  Kingsley  Post  113,  G.A.R.,  for  mayor  and  citv 
government  to  participate  with  them  inobservance  of  day  a  37S  c  3S1 ; 
invitation  of  Francis  Washburn  Post  92,  G.A.R.,  accepted  a  420  c  427 

order  to  allow  holiday,  etc.,  passed  c  426,  427-amended,  passed  a  459 

Memorial  Volume  to  General   Paine   and   Ed-ward   Bur- 
gess, etc.     (See  Paine,  General.) 


(75) 


MENDELL 


MILTON    STREET 


Mendell,  Elizabeth  B. 

sidewalk,  Hartford  St.,  petition  a  735-granted  a  747 

Menon  street. 

stable  :  Simeon  Watts,  petition  a  371-granted  a  410 

Mercer  street 

coal-cliutes  :  Win.  Glvnn,  petition  a  S24~granted  a  S46 

Mereen,   Ithamar. 

appointed  assistant  harbor-master  a  73-confirtned  a  in 

Meridian  street. 

claims  :  M.ittie  A.  Putnam,  petition,  personal  injuries  a  371 

Merigan,  Edward  P. 

sidewalk,  Everett  St.,  E.B.,  petition  a  824 

Merrigan,  John  J. 

petition  to  box  tree,  Broadway  a  1060-granted  a  1094 

Merrill,  E.  O.  &  F.  H. 

petition,  license  for  petroleum,  etc.  a  33S 

Merrill,  John  J. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Adams  St.,  D.,  petition  a  743 

Merrill,  Joshua,  et  ah. 

petition  for  an  addition  to  area  oi  so-called  "  Nursery  Ground  "  a  735  re- 
fused a  S49  c  S59 

Merrill,  Silas  W. 

sidewalk,  Newbury  St.,  petition  a  401-granted  a  462;  sidewalk,  Newbury 
st.,  petition  a  712-granted  a  727;  sidewalk,  Marlboro'  St.,  petition  a  754- 
granted  a  802 

Merrimac  street. 

cellar:    Asher  Ratsheskey,  petition  to  construct  a  338-refused  a  460 
coal-lioles  :  W.  L.  Lockhart,  petition  a  135-granted  a  162 
druggist's  mortar:    W.  F.  Nowell,  petition  a  34S-granted  a  460 
poles  :   Brush  Electric  Lighting  Co.,  petition  to  change  location  a  160 

granted  a  169 
sewer  i  cost  of  construction  a  726,736;  Bernard  Nelson,  petition,  abate- 
ment, assessment  a  797-granted  a  S53 
sign  :  F.  G.  Williams,  petition  to  project  a  1033 

Messenger,  Susan  D. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Walnut  ave,  a  561-refused  a  637 

Messenger,  City,  Department  of. 

city  messenger  :  Alvah  H.  Peters  elected  c  19-assigned  a  23-elected 
a  55 

assistants:  Foster  M.  Spurr,  Harrv  H.  Osborn,  Chas.  E.  Silloway, 
appointed  a  215-discussed,  approved  a  216  c  224;  ordinance  to  amend 
chap,  n  and  chap.  6,  Rev.  Ord.,  relating  to,  referred  to  committee  on 
ordinances  a  463-report,  referred  to  committee  on  contingent  expenses 
a  542  c  54S-report,  ordinance  passed  a  669-discussed  c  6SS,  689-passed 

C  OSi, 

fourth  assistant  :  Timothy  Mooney  appointed,  discussed,  confirmed 
a  693  c  70S 

Metropolitan  avenue. 

lamps:  E.  A.  McDonald  et  als.,  petition  a  662 

stable  :  Thomas    H.    Cummings,    petition  a  459-granted   a  479;  R.   B. 

Richardson,  petition  a  561-granted  a  5SS 
trees  :  D.  Eldredge  el  als.,  petition  that  trees  be  cared  for  a  586 

Metropolitan  R.R.  Co. 

city's  equity  :  order  to  consider  of  what  value  is  the  equity  of  the  city 
of  Boston  in  above  railroad,  and  what  is  the  best  means  for  preserving 
and  maintaining  same,  etc.,  discussed,  amended,  passed  c  465-indefi- 
nitely  postponed  a  477  c  506;  order  that  committee  on  judiciary  consider 
and  report  of  what  value  is  the  equity  of  the  city  in  said  road,  and  best 
means  of  obtaining  same,  etc.,  referred  to  committee  on  judiciary  c  506, 
507-report,  with  opinion  of  corporation  counsel,  ordered  printed  and 
assigned  c  644-recommitted  c  709 

stable  at  Egleston  sq.:  order  that  corporation  counsel  be  directed 
to  take  any  a<  tion  necessarv  to  give  effect  to  order  relating  to  removal  of 
building  back  to  the  line  of  the  street,  passed  c  302-returned  to  council 
a  312-referred  to  committee  on  judiciary  c  336-repnrt  and  order  in  new 
draft  (CD.  73)  accepted,  passed  c  427-referred  to  committee  on  standing 
regulations  a  459 

locutions  and  motive  power:  order  for  hearing  on  petition  for 
tracks  in  various  streets,  and  also  for  the  right  to  use  electricity  as  a 
motive  power  a  461 

locations  in  South  Boston  :  petition  to  extend  location  of  its  tracks 
over  certain  streets  in  South  Boston,  discussed  a  157-160-referred  to 
commiltte  on  railroads  a  160-report  and  order  for  hearing  a  187-hearing 
a  236-239;  petition  of  residents  of  South  Boston  in  favor  of,  referred  to 
committee  on  railroads  a  160;  petition  of  Thomas  Carey  et  als.  that 
Metropolitan  R.R.  Co.  apply  for  location  a  214 


Metropolitan  R.R.  Co.,  continued. 

locations  in  Koxbury,  Boston,  and   Borchester :  petition  for 
connections  and  extension  of  their  tracks  in  various  parts  of  the  city 
a  135,  136-hearing  a  136-report,  order  passed  a  619 
staoles  :  Pynchon  St.,  petition  a  347-granted  a  373;  Bartlett  St.,  petition 

a  6)4-granted  a  671  ;  C.  A.  Anderson,  petition  a  797-granted  a  826 
locations:  noth  and  114th  accepted  a  55;  117th  and  IiSth,  accepted  a  754; 

119th,  accepted  a  9S5 
Elm  and   Everett  sts.  :    remonstrance  of  B.  F.  Sturtevant  et  als. 

against  a  561 
Harrison  ave.  :  J.  Clayton  et  als.,  petition  to  run  cars  on  tracks  a  161 
Hudson  st.,  D.,  and  Hanover  st.  :  petition,  tracks  a  5S6;  order  of 

notice  of  hearing  a  694-hearing  a  724-granted  a  745 
Lenox  st.  :  T.  Pollins  et  als.,  remonstrance  against  granting  location, 

and  asking  a  hearing  a  185 
Lexington  st.  :  petition,  extension  of  its  tracks  a  483-order  for  hearing 

a  619;  petition,  extension  of  double  tracks  a  691-granted  a  745 
No.  Charles  st.  :  petition,  double  tracks  a  743 
Tremont  st.  :  petition  for  location  for  a  third  track  a  310;  Win.  Seaver 

&  Son  el  als.,  remonstrance  against  allowingthe  use  of  the  third  track 

a  33S;    petition  and  order  for  hearing  on  third  track  a  461-hearing 

a  539-Iocation  -iccepted  a  66S 
Warren  and  Maywood  sts.  :  petition,  tracks  a  735-order  for  hearing 

a  S26-hearing  a  Sgo-granted  a  948,  949 
Washington  st.  :  petition,  curved  track  a  5S6 

Metzger,  Frederick  J. 

stable,  Quincy  St.,  D.,  petition  a  743-granted  a  757 

Meyerson,  M.,  et  als. 

lamps,  Market  place,  petition  a  662 

Middlesex  street. 

claims  :  R.  Peer,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  214-refused  a  373  c  3S2 
coal-liole  :  J.  H.  T.  Adams,  petition  a  797-granted  a  82S 
paving  :  order  that  the  superintendent  of  streets  be  requested  to  include 
in  estimates  sum  sufficient  to  pave  with  granite  blocks,  referred  to  com- 
mittee on  appropriations  c  173 
poles  :  Charlestown  Gas  Co.,  granted  a  896 

Middleton,  John  J. 

appointed  assistant  harbor-master  a  74-confirmed  a  in 

Midland  street. 

sewer  :  petition  a  536-order  for  hearing  a  364-hearing  a5S4~granted  a  637 

Milbank,  George. 

petition,  license,  Music  hall  a  9SS-granted  a  1009 

Miles,  Edward  S.,  et  ah. 

petition,  diagonal  flagstone  walk,  Boylston  st.  a  33S 

Miles,  L.  V. 

steam-engine,  Washington  St.,  granted  a  896 
Militia.     (See.  Armories.) 
Milk  and  Vinegar,  Inspection  of. 

inspector  :  James  F.  Babcock  appointed  a  21-confirmed  a  55 
annual  report:   (CD. 23)  a  141  c  147 

Milk  street. 

stand  :  Forest  Spring  Water  Co.,  petition  to  locate  a  536-granted  a  5(16 
steam-engine  :  Geo.  K.  Paul  &  Co.,  order  for  hearing  a  892-hearing 
a  945-granted  a  1009 

Miller,  H.  W. 

petition  to  lay  pipe  across  Howard  st.  a  920 

Miller,  Walter  H. 

steam-engine,  Roanoke  ave.,  petition  a  775-granted  a  846 

Miller  street. 

stable:  N.  V.  Brintnall,  petition  a  74-refnsed  a  16S;  petition  in  aid  of 
a  311;  report  no  action  necessary,  accepted  a  671;  N.  Y.  Brintnall, 
petition  a  775-refused  a  1094 

Miller  et  al.  streets,  Charlestown. 

poles  :  New  England  Telegraph  and  Telephone  Co.,  petition  a  S42- 
granted  a  9-jS 

Millis,  Henry  L. 

sidewalk,  Ruggles  St.,  granted  a  747 

sidewalk,  Boylston  ave.,  petition  a  gSj-granted  a  joio 

Milton  avenue. 

stable  :  E.  H.  Holbrook,  petition  a  269-granted  a  313 

Milton  street. 

laying  out :    John  Benson  et  a/s.,  petition  a  725 
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MLNDEN   STREET 


MORRISH 


Minden  street. 

extension  :  order  to  pay  Ezra  Conant  land  damages,  passed  a  80S 
Minors.     (See  Licenses.) 
Minot,  Otis,  et  als. 

notice  from  harbor  and  land  commissioners  of  hearing  on  petition  8460 

Minot  street. 

sewers  :  A.  Conant  et  als.,  petition  a  214-order  for  hearing  a  350-hcaring 
a  371-ordered  a  407 

Minot  street,  Dorchester. 

claims  :  Arthur  H.  Stock,  petition,  damages  by  sewer  a  5S6 

Minutes  of  City  Council.     ( See  City  Council). 
Miranda,  Samuel. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Mitchell,  Michael  J. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Mitchell  street. 

edgestones  :  F.  Sneider  &  M.  T.  Clone)',  assessment,  reassessed  a  1036; 

Mary  O'Brien,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  1033-refused  a  1094; 

Hugh  Smith,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  1033-refused  a  1095 
sewer:  Mary   O'Brien,   petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  1015;  Hugh 

Smith,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  1015 

Model  Lodging-houses,  Abbott  Lawrence. 

report  from  trustees  giving  account  of  doings  and  expenditures  to  first  of 
April  a  4S5 

Modlich,  Joseph. 

stable,  Dale   St.,  W.  R.,  petition  a  tooS-granted  a  101S 

Monast,  T.  D. 

petition,  license  for  petroleum,  etc.  a  S70 

Mongan,  John,  and  John  Nason. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Ferrin  St.  a  692-granted  a  727 

Monitors.     (See  Common  Council.) 
Monks,  James. 

sidewalk,  Second  St.,  granted  a  461 

Monroe,  A.  H. 

sewer,  Washington  St.,  B.,  petition  a  4S3 

Monroe,  James  P.,  et  als. 

petition,    abatement,  sewer  assessments    in    certain    streets    in    Brighton 
a  475-transferred  a  S53 

Monroe  street,  Roxbury. 

building  :  John  Cavanagh  &  Son,  granted  a  747 
tree  :  Sarah  P.  Mason,  petition  to  trim  a  752 

Monroe-st.  School.     (See  Schools.) 
Monte,  Louis. 

petition,  compensation,  loss  of  fowls  a  931-granted  a  987 

Montey,  Julius. 

steam-engine,  S.  Margin  St.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  776-hearing 
a  843-granted  a  S77 

Monthly  Exhibit,  Auditor's.     (See  Accounts.) 
Monthly  Statements,  Treasury  Department.     (See  Treas- 
ury Department.) 
Montrose  avenue,  Roxbury. 

sewer  :  D.  McKay,  petition  a  185-hearing  a  371-ordered  a  407;  order  re- 
scinded a  542 

Montrose  street. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk  :  S.  Bradley,  petition  a  iS6-ordered  a  S02 

improvements:  petition  a  776 

lamps  :   VVm.  G.  Russell,  trustee,   el  als.,  petition  a  945 

sewer  :  ordered  a  542 

Monument  Hall.     (See  Licenses.) 

Monument    to    Crispus   Attucks  et   als.        (See    Attucks. 

Crispus.) 
Monument  square. 


Monument  street. 

buildings  :  John  Soley,  petition  to  move  a  269-granted  a  314 
claims  :   Mary  Burns,  personal  injuries,  petition  c  467 
numbering  :  renumbering,  ordered  a  876 
sidewalk  :  petition  a  ;~7i 

Mooney,  John. 

petition,  compensation,  damages  to  estate,  River  St.,  refused  a  139  c  14S 

Mooney,  Timothy. 

appointed,  fourth  assistant  messenger,  discussed,  confirmed  a  693  c  70S 

Moore,  C. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Third  St.,  granted  a7i9 

Moore,  Ira  L.,  ct  als. 

petition,  extension  Batavia  St.  a  105-report  of  committee  on  streets,  recom- 
mending reference  to  street  commissioners,  accepted  a  164  c  174 

Moore,  Wm.  H. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Moore  street. 

closing:  ordered  a  593 

sewer  :  Mary  J.   Bagley,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  311-granted 

a  350;  Annie  M.  Jackson,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  561-granted 

a  672 

Moran,  Annie. 

petition,  personal  injuries,  refused  a  1S7  c  193 

Moran,  John  J.,  cl  als. 

petition  for  lease,  Vine-street  chapel  a  100S 

Morey,  Churchill,  &  Morey. 

steam-engine,  Friend  St.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  776-withdrawn 
a  S43;  steam-engine,  Travers  St.,  petition  a  931 

Morison,  Frank,  Councilman,  Ward  9. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed  :  committee  on  city  collector's,  ordinances  and  law  depart- 
ment, monitor  1st  division  c  65-66;  conference  committee  c  90 ;  fourth  of 
July  c  325;  entertainment  of  city  council  of  Philadelphia  c  551 

remarks:  annual  expenditures  C62;  abolition  of  terry-tolls  c  6S  ;  trans- 
fers of  sinking-fund  c  172;  occupation  of  streets  for  building  purposes 
c  230;  civil-service  examination  c  330;  charges  for  railroad  franchises 
c  470;  Heath-st.  gravel  bank  c  507;  Roxbury  high-school  site  c  515, 
516;  city  council  of  Philadelphia  c  551 ;  entertainment  of  Editor  O'Biien 
c  573;  subdivision  of  contracts  c  5S1  ;  use  of  Faneuil  hall  by  queen's 
jubilee  c  649,650;  coal  c  690;  collectors  department  C709;  Roxbury 
high  school  c  722;  building,  Batterv  St.  c  S31 ;  police  salaries  c  S63"; 
overvaluation  of  property  c  SSi,  SS2 ;  sewers,  East  Boston  c  996,  997; 
items  of  bills  called  for  c  1050-1056;  robberies  c  1026;  equalization  ol 
voters  in  city  council  c  102S;  appropriation  for  school-house,  public 
building  c  1057;  last  meeting  c  1058;  incidental  and  contingent  bills 
c  1074;  reference  of  orders  to  next  government  c  107S;  common  council, 
membership  c  966,  967 

Morley,  John. 

stable,  Dorset  St.,  petition  a  371-granted  a  342 

Morrill,  J.  Tilson. 

appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  212-confirmed  a  242 
appointed  weigher  of  beef  a  212-confirmed  a  242 

Morris,  George  W. 

bay-windows,  School  St.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  33S-hearing 
a  345-granted  a  41 1 

Morris,  John. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Morris,  Patrick. 

damages  to  property,  East  Eighth  St.,  petition  a  743-refused  a  S52  c  S59 

Morris,  R.  G. 

steam-engine,  Bellevue  St.,  granted  a  896 

Morris  street. 

buildings  :  Leonard  Pickering,  petition  to  erect  a  483-granted  c  560 
a  562 

edgestones  and  sidewalk  :  petition  a  475-granted  a  499 

lamps  :  M.  Clark  el  als.,  petition  a  932 

sewer  :  M.  Crilley,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  311-granted  a  350 

stable:  Leonard  Pickering,  petition  a  561 ;  George  Goodwin,  petition 
a  614-refused  a  671  ;  Hugh  L.  Stalker  et  als.,  petition  in  aid  of  George 
Goodwin's  stable  a  661-report,  no  action  necessary  a  674 

Morrish,  John. 


coal-holes  :  Mary  Waterman,  petition  a  34S-granted  a  350 
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Morrison,  Frank  R.,  Councilman,  "Ward  1. 

qualified :  page  2 

appointed  :  committee  on  city  hospital,  public  institutions  C65;  fourth 

of  July  c  325 
remarks  :  abolition  of  ferry-tolls  c  67 

Morrison.  George  F. 

steam-engine,  Gardner  St.,  petition  a  g.^ -granted  a  986 

Morrison,  George  G. 

order  to  abate  sewer  assessment,  Linden  St.,  B.,  passed  a  542 

Morrison,  Richard. 

petition  to  excavate  below  grade,  Causeway  st.  a  402-granted  a  4S0;  pe- 
tition to  excavate  basement,  Causeway  St.,  a  536  granted  a  620 

Morrisy,  Mary  J. 

petition,  personal  injuries,  Hanover  st.  a  26S-refused  a  925  c  95S 

Morse,  A.  G.  &  T.  W.,  Trustees. 

order  to  pay  land  damages,  widening  Washington  St.,  D.,  passed  a  729 

Morse,  A.  P. 

petition  to  erect  building,  West  First  st.  a  691 

Morse,  Albert,  et  ah. 

petition,  sewer,  Washington  st.  a  51 

Morse,  Almon  S. 

petition  to  open  sidewalk,  Faneuil-hall  market,  granted  a  566  c  577 

Morse,  Andrew  J.,  &  Son. 

steam-engine,  Congress  St.,  petition  a  797-granted  a  846 

Morse,  Godfrey. 

sidewalk,  Pembroke  St.,  petition  a  931-granted  a  947 

Morse,  Howard. 

petition  to  construct  an  opening  in  the  cellar,  Fancuil  hall  a  371 

Morse,  James  F.,  et  ah. 

sewer,  Gerard  St.,  petition  a  614 

stable,  Gerard  St.,  petition  a  33S-granted  a  373 

Morse,  L.  W.  &  H.  F. 

bay  windows,    Blue    Hill    ave.,    order  for   hearing   a   797-hearing  a  S43- 

granted  a  849 
steam-engine,  Blue  Hill  ave.,  petition  a  10S9 

Morse,  Leopold,  &  Co.,  et  ah. 

petition  to  pave  Brattle  st.  with  asphalt  a  743 

Morse,  Mrs.  M.  A. 

edgestones,  Warren  St.,  granted  a  9S7 

Morse,  Nathan. 

offering  to  surrender  invalid  deed  of  estate,  Parker  St.  a  614 

Morse,  Wm.  H. 

petition  to  be  paid  balance  tax-sale  of  estate,  Tremont  St.,  a  776-granted 
a  S95  c  903 

Mortars,  Druggists'.    (See  Druggists'  Mortars.) 

Mortgages.     (See  Law  Department.) 

Morton,  A.  M. 

coal-hole,  Friend  St., .petition  a  743-granted  a  747 

Morton,  Alexander. 

stables,  Gustin  St.,  petition  a  401-granted  a  462 

petition  to  erect  two  buildings,  Gustin  St.,  a  5'i2-withdrawn  a  620  c  657 

Morton,  Chief  Justice. 

administers  oaths  of  office  to  Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  mayor,  page  1 

Morton,  Francis  F. 

petition  to  remove  tree,  Chestnut  Hill  ave.  a  338-granted  a  350 

Morton  Place. 

damages  :   Mary  E.  and  Nellie  B.  Galvin,  refused  a  162;  Mary  E.  and 
Nellie  B.  Galvin,  petition,  grade  damages  a  614 

Morton-street  Gravel-Bank.     (See  Streets.) 
Moseley,  Charles  E. 

appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  212-confirmed  a  242;  appointed 
weigher  of  coal  a  26S-connrmed  a  313 


Moseley,  Charles  H. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal,  a  268-confirmed  a  313 

Moseley,  Thomas  E.,  et  ah. 

preamble  to  take  land  for  sewer  purposes  in  Carsen  St.,  and  order  of  hear- 
ing a  720-hearing  a  724-resolve  and  order  to  take  land,  passed  a  727- 
hearing  a  734 

Moseley  &  Potter. 

petition  to  water  streets  a  214 

Moses,  Mrs.  A.  Jane. 

personal  injuries  received  on  ferry-boat,  refused  a  113  c  118 

Motte  street. 

sewer  :  petition  to  repair  a  459-order  for  hearing  a  499-hearing  a  534- 
granted  a  564 

Moulton,  Luther. 

stable,  Richmond  St.,  D.,  petition  a  753-granted  a  77S 

Moulton,  Mary  E. 

stable,  Gleason  St.,  petition  a  475-granted  a  490 

Moulton  street,  Charlestown. 

widening  :  order  to  pay  John  J.  Williams  land  damages,  passed  a  779 
Moving  Buildings.     (See  Buildings,  Moving.) 
Moynihan,  Catherine. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Paris  St.,  petition  a  725-granted  a  S02 

Moynihan,  Timothy. 

sidewalk,  Chelsea  St.,  E.  B,,  petition  a  725-granted  a  S02 

Mozart  street. 

improvements  J  Thomas  Gaffield  et  als.,  petition  to  put  in  order  for 

travel  a  614 
lamps  :  M.  Leutz  et  ah.,  petition  a  9S3 
revised  grade:  established  a  617 
sewer:  petition  a  775 
Stable:  E.    Willwerth,  petition  a   459-granted  a  641;    Tobias  Klueber, 

petition  a  1060 

Mt.  Bellevue  Water-tank.     (See  Water.) 
Mt.  Hope  avenue. 

stable:  Boston  Catholic  Cemetery  Association,  petition  a  311-granted 
a  342 

Mt.  Hope  Cemetery. 

trnstees  :  Wm.  P.  Leavitt,  Dr.  James  P.  Broidrick,  Benj.  F.  Anthony, 
A.  K.  Tilden,  Geo.  T.  Chase,  appointed  members  of  the  board  of  trus- 
tees a  21-confirmed  a  53 

annual  report:   (C.D.37)  a  :S6  c  195 

appropriation:  communication  from  trustees  asking  for  a  transfer, 
referred  to  finance  a  932-report,  and  order  for  transfer,  accepted,  passed 
a  992  c  99S.096 

secretary:  communication  from  trustees  relating  to,  with  ordinance  to 
amend  chap.  47,  Rev.  Ord.,  referred  to  committee  on  ordinances  c  504- 
report  with  ordinance,  discussed,  passed  a  635  c  6S6 

gravel  :  communication  from  trustees  relating  to  removal  of,  referred  to 
committee  on  finance  a  66S;  report  of  finance  with  order,  discussed 
c  702-passed  c  703  a  71S;  report,  no  further  action  necessary,  accepted 
a738c77i  _ 

gravel  bank  Berry  st.  :  communication  from  mayor  transmitting 
communication  from  president  of  trustees  relating  to,  discussed  a  5S4, 
585-referred  to  finance  a  5S5~order  to  expend  certain  sum  for,  passed 
a  66S  c  6SS 

Mt.  Hope  street. 

building  :  Wm.  Cavanagh,  granted  a  566 

Mt.  Pleasant  avenue. 

building:  O.  E.  Madden,  petition   to  erect  a  looS-granted  c  1014  a  1017 
sewer  :  Eliza  Kendrick,  assessment,  abated  a  736 

sidevvallks  :  petition  a  259-granted  a  640;  petition  a  754-granted  a  S46 
steam-engine  :  Rev.  Jos.  H.  Gallagher,  petition  a  535-granted    a  566; 
O.  E.  Madden,  petition  a  932-granted  a  9S6 

Mt.  Vernon  street. 

claim:  order  to  pay  Nellie  M.  Brown  certain  sum  for  defective  tax  deed, 

referred  to  committee  on  claims  a  1010-refused  a  1035  c   1048-passed 

a  1060 
eoal-fiiole  :  Boston  University,  granted  a  73S 
grade  :  order  for  city  surveyor  to  furnish  board  of  aldermen  with  profile 

of,  passed  a  S53-communication  from  city  surveyor  submitting  plan  and 

profile  a  932-indefinitely  postponed  a  1020 
steam-engine  :  M.  Hemmenway,  granted  a  S96;  A.  C.  Jordan,  petition 

a  945-granted  a  9S6 

Mt.  Vernon  street,  Dorchester. 

stable  :  Henry  T.  Bowers,  petition  a  S70-granted  a  S95 


(78) 


MT.   VERNON    STREET 


MURPHY 


Mt.  Vernon  street,  West  Roxbury. 

lamps  :  Henry  Beal,  Jr.,  petition  a  724 

Mt.  Washington-avenue  Bridge. 

closing  :  order  to  close  during  repair,  passed  a  749 

Muddy-brook  Sluiceway.     (See  Sewers.) 
Muddy  river.     (See  Parks. ) 
Muldoon,  Hannah  M. 

petition,  abatement  of  sewer  assessment,  Tremont  St.  a  402 
order  to  abate  sewer  assessment,  Lincoln  St..  B.:  passed  a  499 

Muldoon,  Miles,  et  ah. 

lamps,  Main  St.,  petition  a  753 

Mulholland,  Ellen. 
sewer  assessment,  Ferrin  St.,  C,  abated  a  694 

Mullane,  Jeremiah  H. 

appointed  director  of  public  institutions  to  fill    unexpired  term    of  J.  H. 


Munroe  street. 

building  :   J.  Cavanagh  &  Son,  petition  to  move  a  1033-granted  a  1040; 

Wm.  R.  Cavanagh,  granted  a  1040 
stables  :  A.  Brown,  petition  a  1015-granted  a  1094 

Murdough,  J.  M. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  E.  Sixth  St.,  petition  a  776 

Murdough,  J.  M.,  et  ah. 

petition  to  pave  Emerson  st.  a  634 

Murphy,  Andrew  H. 

petilion,  compensation  for  damages  to  property,  Dimock  st.  a  753-refused 
c  S21  a  S24 

Murphy,  Mrs.  Andrew  H. 

injuries  to  personal  property,  Dimock  St.,  petition  a  823 

Murphy,  Artemas  W. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  371-confirmed  a  406 

Murphy,  Catherine. 


ipointed  director  ot    puonc  institutions  to  nil    unexpired  term    ot     .  tt.  ....         ,  „  ,,  _       -       ,  .  c 

O'Neil  a  2I-confirmed  a  52 ;  appointed  director  of  public  institutions  for  |      Petition,  damages  to  property,  Seventh  St.  a  34S-refused  a  542  c  54b 


three  years  a  21-assigned  a  52-confirmed  a  76 

Mullen,  James. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Mullen,  James  F. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  N.  Margin  St.  ao^-granted  a  992 

Mullen,  M.  J. 

petition  to  erect  building,  Blue  Hill  ave.  a  776-granted  c  S20  a  S24 

Mullen,  Mary. 

sidewalk,  Havre  St.,  granted  a  617 

Mullen,  Matthew. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Marketst.,  B.  a  725-granted  a74S 

Mullen,  Matthew  J. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Mullen,  Patrick  H. 

appointed  undertaker  a  253-confirmed  a  313 
Muller,  H.  A.,  et  ah. 
sewer,  Walter  St.,  petition  a  753 

Muller,  Max. 

stable,  Brook  St.,  petition  a  1033-granted  a  1066 

Mullett,  Geo.  F.,  et  ah. 

electric  light,  Warren  St.,  C,  petition  a  662 

Mullin  &  Co. 

steam-engine.  West  First  St.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  372-hear- 
ing  a  475-granted  a  499 

Mulrey,  John. 

petition  to  be  compensated  for  loss  of  fowls  a  31  i-granted  a  747 

Mulvey,  John  B. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Heath  St.,  petition  a  725 

Municipal  Court,  Charlestown. 

order  to  pay  Judge  Ruffin's  widow  his  salary  as  justice  up  to  the  first  of 
May,  passed  a  252 

Municipal  Elections.     (See  Elections.) 
Municipal  Register. 

order  for  superintendent  of  printing  to  print  register  under  the  direction 
of  the  joint  committee  on  rules  and  orders,  passed  c  11  a  23 

Municipal  Register  of  Roxbury  and  Charlestown. 

order  that  city  clerk  prepare,  etc.,  a  register  of  the  cities  of  Roxbury  and 
Charlestown,  etc.,  discussed,  passed  c  S54  a  S71 

Municipal  Signal  Co. 

order   to  inquire   whether  they  have  attached  any  of  their  wires  to  poles 
without  permission  of  the  board  of  aldermen,  pissed  a  191 

Munroe,  Frederick. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal,  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Munroe,  George  B. 

bond  as  constable,  approved  a  1009 
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Murphy,  D.  Frank. 

petition  to  box  tree,  City  sq.,  granted  a  719 

Murphy,  Ellen. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  N".  Margin  St.  a  S23 

Murphy,  Mrs.  Elizabeth. 

sidewalk,  Brooks  St.,  E.  B.,  petition  a  562-granted  a  727 

Murphy,  Elizabeth  A. 

sidewalk,  Walnut  ave.,  petition  a  614-granted  a  640 

Murphy,  Hannah. 

steam-engine,  Waltham  St.,  petition  a  34S 

Murphy,  James. 

stable,  Seldon  St.,  petition  a  459-granted  a  479 

Murphy,  James. 

petition,  compensation  for  use  of  patent  a  9S9~referred  to  committee  on 
claims  c  10S5  a  I09° 

Murphy,  Jeremiah. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Paris  st-,  petition  a  725-granted  a  S02 

Murphy,  Jeremiah  H. 

petition,  compensation  on  account  of  death  of  nephew  refused  a  251  c  256 

Murphy,  John. 

petition,  compensation,  personal  injuries  while  employed  by  paving  dept. 
a  1060 

Murphy,  John. 

petition,  damages  to  property,  Seventh  St.  a  34S-refused  a  542  c  54S 

Murphy,  John,  Councilman,  Ward  20. 

qualified:  page  2 

appointed  :  committee  on  appropriations,  engineer's  department,  pub- 
lic buildings,  public  institutions,  water  c  64-66;  fourth  of  July  c  325 

Murphy,  John  J. 

appointed  member  of  board  of  assessors  a  21-confirmed  a  53 

Murphy,  John  J.,  Councilman,  Ward  6. 

qualified:  page  2 

appointed  :  committee  on  Stony  brook  c  50;  contingent  expenses,  Stony 

brook,  new  Cambridge  bridge  c  65-66 
remarks  :  Saturday  half-holidays  c  795 

Murphy,  Margaret. 

sidewalk,  E.  Eagle  st.  a  920 

Murphy,  Michael. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  School  st.  a  1015 
Murphy,  Michael  J. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Murphy,  Morris. 

petition,  abatement,  nuisance,  Village  St.  a  725 

Murphy,  Timothy. 
stable,  Geneva  ave.,  petition  a  775-granted  a  S03 
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Murphy,  Wrn.  H,  Councilman,  Ward  3. 

qualified:  page  2 

appointed  :  committee  on  elections  c  6;  committee  on  topics  in  mayor's 
address  c  6;  architect's  department,  ordinances  and  law  department, 
laying  out  and  widening  streets,  mayor's  address,  elections  c  64-66 

Murray,  Bernard  E. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Murray,  Charles  F.  et  ah. 

petition  to  grade,  pave,  and  set  edgestones,  Staniford  St.  a  586 

Murray,  E.  W. 

steam-engine,  Stanhope  St.,  hearing  a  724-granted  a  737 

Murray,  Edward  A. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Murray,  Ellen. 

sewer  assessment,  N.  Margin  St.,  abated  a  894 

Murray,  Henry  J. 

appointed  field-driver  and  pound-keeper,  East  Boston  a  631-confirmcd 
a  666 

Murray,  James. 

sidewalk,  Dennis  St.,  petition  a  891 

Murray,  Michael  J. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Murray  court. 

laying  out  and  grading,  etc.  :  order  that  street  commissioners  in 
elude  in  estimates  sum  sufficient  for  extension,  etc.,  passed  a  141  c  14S 

Murtagh,  Peter. 

order  to  pay  land  damages,  widening  Washington  St.,  D.,  passed  a  1036 

Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  Trustees. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Dartmouth  st.  a  459-granted  a  564 

Myers,  Augustus. 

stable,  Washington  St.,  W.R.,  petition  a  161-granted  a  180 

bav-window,  Washington  St.,  W.R.;  petition  and  order  for  healing  a  161- 

hearing  a  206-granted  a  252 
stable,  Folsom  St.,  W.R.,  petition  a  241-granted  a  275 
edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Washington  St.,  W.R.,  petition  a  562-granted 

a  673 

Myers,  Bros. 

petition  to  hoist  merchandise,  Friend  St.  a  614-granted  a  640 

Myrick,  Edward  H. 

petition,  license  to  water  streets  in  East  Boston  a  372 

Myrick,  George. 

appointed  fence-viewer  a  458-confirmed  a  477 

Myrick,  Stephen  A. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  c  326-refused  a  407  c  427 

Mystic  Water.     (See  Water.) 


N  Street. 

bay-window  :  Holbrook  &  Harlow,  order  for  hearing  a  Sg2-hearing 
a  93 i-granted  a  950 

Claim:  Kate  Callahan,  personal  injuries,  refused  2341  c  355 

edgestones  and  sidewalk  :  granted  a  40S 

land  :  communication  from  street  commissioners  relative  to  sale  of  land, 
etc.,  referred  to  committee  on  public  lands  a  S46-report,  and  order  to  sell 
accented,  amended,  passed  a  S76-discussed,  amended,  passed  c  8S7~dis. 
cussed  a  S92,  893-returned  to  common  council  a  S93 ;  order,  as  amended, 
discussed,  referred  to  committee  on  rules  and  orders  c  91 2-report,  ac- 
cepted c  982-discussed,  concurred  in  amendment  a  985 

sewer:  order  for  hearing  a  7  .so-hearing  a  724-ordered  a  736 

tree  :  Albert  C.  Paige,  order  to  trim,  passed  a  951 

Naphtha.     (See  Fire.) 

Nash,  Spaulding,  &  Co.   et  ah. 

petition  to  pave  Central  St.  a  536 

Nason,  Geo.  W. 

bay-window,  Staniford  si.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  402-hcaring 
a  475-granted  a  498 

Nason,  Jesse  L. 

report   no    action    necessary  on    petition  to    buy    land,  West  Newton   si. 

a  373  c  382 


Nason,  Joanna  C. 

stable,  Alpine  St.,  petition  a  870-discussed  a  926-929-assigned  a  929- 
granted  a  932 

Nathan,  Emanuel. 

sidewalk,  Dudley  street,  petition  a  754-granted  a  9S7 

National  Bank  Taxes.     {See  Taxes.) 
National  Electric  Light  Co. 

invitation  to  members  of  board  of  aldermen  to  attend  meeting,  accepted 
a  736 

National  Lancers. 

petition,  use  of  Kaneuil  hall  a  371-granted  a  373 

Navy- Yard. 

resolve  and  petition  of  city  council  to  the  members  of  congress  from  this 
State  to  use  their  utmost  endeavors  to  prevent  the  reorganization  of  the 
Boston  navy-yard,  specially  assigned  c  27-discussed  c  69,  7C-passed  c  70 
a  75;  petition  of  commodore  commandant  to  connect  sewerage,  etc., 
order  to  allow,  passed  a  S71 

Nawn,  Harry  P. 

lamp,  Homestead  St.,  petition  a  476 

Nawn,  Hugh. 

stable,  Blue  Hill  ave.,  R.,  petition  a  214-granted  a  252;  petition  to  erect 
building,  Blue  Hill  ave.  a  797-granted  c  S20  a  8^4 

Nawn,  Owen,  et  ah. 

petition   that   Armstrong  and   Ashley   sts.    be   put   in    proper   condition 

a  614 
edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Chestnut  ave.,  petition  a  614 
lamp,  Centre  St.,  petition  a  662;  bay-window,  Maywood  St.,  petition  and 

order  for  hearing  a  S42-hearins;  a  S90 
stable,  Bickford  St.,  petition  a  945-withdrawn  a  1010 

Nay,  M.  C. 

petition  to  erect  building-,  London  st.  a  9SS-granted  c  1014  a.  1017 

Neal,  J.  W. 

steam-engine,  Waltham  St.,  petition  a  34S-granted  a  407 

Nelson,  Bernard. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Merrimac  St.  a  797-granted  a  853 

Neponset  avenue,  Dorchester. 

building  :  American  Conduit  and  Construction  Co.,  petition  to  erect  a  691 
staole  :  S.  Putnam,  Jr.,  petition  a  241-granted  a  275 

Steam-engine  :  American  Conduit  and  Construction  Co.,  petition  afc9i 
W.J.  Windram,  granted  a  72S 

Nettleton,  Edward  P. 

appointed  corporation  counsel  a  21-assigned  a  55-confirmed  376 

Nevaper,  Robert  C. 

edgestones,  Magnolia  St.,  petition  a  372 

Nevens,  F.  R. 

petition,  compensation,  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs  a  135-refused  a  340 

Neverslip  Horseshoe  Co. 

petition,  drinking-fountain,  State  st.  a  712-granted  a  728 

New,  Alexander. 

petition  to  be  paid  compensation  for  personal  injuries  received  while  help- 
ing constable  with  escaped  prisoner,  granted  a  217-discussed  c  225,  226- 
referred  to  committee  on  judiciary  c  226-report  (C.D.75),  accepted  c  427- 
placed  on  file  a  459 

New  Cambridge  Bridge.     {See  Bridges.) 
New  Court-House.     (See  Courts.) 
New  England  Conservatory  of  Music. 

steam-engine,  East  Newton  St.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  535-hear- 

iug  a  6i3-granted  a  637 
electric  light,  East  Newton  St.,  petition  a  775 

New  England  Moral  Reform  Association. 

petition,  lying-in  hospital,  Oak  place  a  753-granted  a  757 

New  England  Telegraph  &  Telephone  Co. 

poles  : 

Austin  st.,  C. :  petition,  poles  a  1015-granted  a  1035 

Boyi.ston,  Burroughs,  and  Orchard  sts.,  W.  K.:  petition,  poles 

a  691-granted  a  719 
Bkighton    ave.   and  Washington  St.,  B. :    petition,    poles        752- 

granted  a  a  802 
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NEW  ENGLAND  TELEGRAPH  &  TELEPHONE  CO. 


NORTH  STREET 


New  England  Telegraph  &  Telephone  Co.,  continued. 

Brighton  ave.,  Cambridge   and   Washington  sts.,  B. :   petition, 

poles  a  45S-refused  a  673 
Call  St.,  J  .P. :  petition,  poles  a  185-granted  a  216 
Charlestown  :  petition,  poles  a  oSo-granted  a  991 
Chelsea  st.,  C :  petition  to  relocate  a  891-g ranted  a  933 
Chelsea  st.  and  City  sq_.,  C. :  petition,  poles  a  891 
Condor  st.  :  petition,  pole  a  931-granted  a  947 
Green  ST. :  petition  to  erect  poles  a  105-grunled  a  139;  petition,  poles 

a  842-granted  a  947 
Harrison  ave.  and  La  Grange  st.  :  poles  granted  a  139 
Kingston  st.  :  petition,  pole  a  241-granted  a  277 
Miller,  Lawrence,  and  Austin  sts.:  petition,  poles  a  S42-granted 

a  94S 
Northampton  st.  :  petition,  poles  a  752-granted  a  S47 
Pond  st.  :  petition  to  erect  poles  a  561-granted  a  719 
Warren  ave.,  C. :  poles,  petition  a  c3r-granted  a  94S 
Warren  bridge:  petition  to  attach  wires  a  931-granted  a  94S-rescinded 

a9S7 
Washington  st.  :  petition  to  erect  one  pole  a  402-granted  a  543 

New  England  Woman's  Suffrage. 

flag,  Winter  St.,  granted  a  1016 

New  Heath  street. 

edgestones  :  petition  a  475-granted  a  802 

New  Jerusalem  Society. 

petition,  lamp,  Bowdoin  St.  a  9S9-granted  a  1018 

New  York  &  New  England  R.R.  Co. 

petition  to  place  temporary  trestles  under  their  bridge  on  Lovett  St.  a  51- 
granted  a  1 14;  petition  to  rebuild  abutments  under  its  bridge,  Quincy  st. 
a  401  ;  petition  for  conference  in  relation  to  the  building  of  Northern- 
avenue  bridge  over  Fort-point  channel  a  348;  petition  for  appointment, 
railroad  police  a  586-notice  of  appointment  a  5SS-remonstrance  against 
granting  S.B.  R.U.  Co.  tracks  on  A  St.  a  561  ;  railroad  police,  appointed 
a  726,  101S;  petition  to  sell  unclaimed  baggage  a  743-report  and  order 
for  sale  of,  passed  a  S05 

New  street. 

building  :  H.  S.  Robinson,  petition  to  erect  a  536-granted  c  56b  a  562 

Newbegin,  John  F. 

appointed  constable  in  fire-marshal's  office  a  157-refused  confirmation 
a  1S6 

Newbern  street. 

stable  :  Philip  Sundell,  petition  a  753-withdrawn  a  737-granted  a  950 

Newberne  street,  West  Roxbury. 

sewer  :  petition,  continuation  a  4S3-order  for  hearing  a564~hearing  a  5S4- 
granted  a  637 

Newbury  street. 

edgestones  :  petition  a  743 

grade  :  petition  a  743-ordered  a  762 

lamp  :  St.  Botolph  Club,  petition  a  S42 

sewer  :  petition  a  743 

sidewalk  :   petition  a  4or-granted  a  462;  petition  a  4cS-granted  a  479; 

petition    a  712-granted  a  727;  petition  a  743-grantec,   a  S02;    petition 

a  931-granted  a  947 
stable  :  D.  B.  Flint,  petition  a  S23~granted  a  S46 

Newcomb,  Mary  S. 

lamps,  alley  back  of  Worcester  St.,  petition  a  743 

Newcomb  street. 

claim:  Henry  F.  Vinal,  petition,  damages  to  estate,  refused  a  139; 
Henry  F.  Vinal,  petition,  damages  to  property  a  561-refused  a  620  c  656 

Newhall,  Geo.  A. 

appointed  superintendent  of  West  Roxbury  hay-scales  a  371-confirmcd 
a  406 

Newhall,  James  W. 

sidewalk,  Walnut  ave.,  petition  a  4S3 

Newman,  Andrew  W. 

appointed  superintendent  of  Roxbury  hay-scales  a  371-confirmed  a  406 

Newman,  Arthur  H. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  N.  Beacon  St.,  petition  a  634;  edgestones  and 
sidewalks.  No.  Beacon  and  Everett  sts.,  B.,  petition  aogi-granted  a72S; 
edgestones  and  sidewalk,  No.  Beacon  St.,  granted  a  747 

Newport  street. 

stable  :  Alfred  G.  Davis,  petition  a  S7o-granted  a  S95 

Newsboys.     (See  Licenses.) 


Newton,  Elizabeth  C. 

sidewalk,  Sargent  St.,  granted  a  479 

Newton,  W.  A. 

petition,  compensation  for  loss  of  fowls  a  920-granted  a  987 

Nichols  &  Bellamy. 

steam-engine,  Washington  St.,  petition  a  661-granted  a  72S 

Nichols,  Geo.  B. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Elmore  St.,  petition  a  401-granted  a  462 

Nichols,  John  C. 

personal  injuries,  Boylston  St.,  petition  a  311 ;  petition,  damages  to  steam- 
lighter  "  Revere  "  a  892-refused  a  1065  c  1072 

Nichols,  Pereg  P. 

petition,  compensation  for  loss  of  fowls  a  920-granted  a  9S7 

Night  Watchmen.     (See  Departments,  Heads  of.) 
Niles  Bros. 

stable,  Rutherford  ave.,  petition  a  920 
edgestones  and  sidewalk,  E.  Sixth  St.,  petition  a  931 

stable,  Essex  St.,  granted  a  ga;   Rutherford  ave.,  petition  a  931-granted 
a  930 

Niles,  L.  V. 

Hyatt  lights,  Cornhill,  petition  a  475-granted  a  499 
Hyatt  lights,  Brattle  St.,  petition  a  65i-granted  a  693 

Niles,  Wm.  A. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Ninth  Regiment  M.V.M.     (See  Armories.) 
Ninth  street. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk :  petition  a  311,  798-granted  a  846 
electric  ligbt :  Austin  C.  Wellington  Coal  Co.,  petition  a  842 
paving:  order  that  sufficient  sum  be  included  in  estimates  of  street  de- 
partment to  pave  with  granite  blocks,  referred  to  committee  on   appro- 
priations c  147 

Nixon  avenue. 

lamps  :  E.  F.  Snow  et  als.>  petition  a  371 

Nonquit  street,  Dorchester. 

lamps  :  F.  W.  Webster  et  all.,  petition  a  932 

Noonan,  Mary. 

petition,  personal    injuries    on    ferry-boat    a  S70;    petition,    damages    to 
property,  by  repairs  on  Stony  brook  a  753-refused  a  S77  c  S84 

Norfolk  avenue. 

building:  Pearson  Cordage  Co.,  petition  to  erect  a  sS6-granted  a  620 

C657 
plank-walk  :  John  Whittaker  etals.,  petition  a  311 
steam-engines  :    Kidder   Press    Co.,    petition    and   order  for   hearing 

a  776-hearing  a  S43-granted  8877;  Pearson   Cordage  Co.,  petition  and 

order  for  hearing  a  S42  -hearing  a  920-granted  a  951 

Norfolk  street. 

claims  :  C.  A.  Hall,  petition  to  be  paid  balance  arising  from  tax-sale  of 

estate  a  33S-granted  a  350  c  361 
edgestones  :  granted  a  4S0 
macadamizing,  edgestones,  and  sidewalk  :  order  for,  referred 

to  committee  on  paving  a  37S-passed  a  40S 
nuisance  :  Joseph  Pearse  et  a/s.,  petition   to  abate  a  661 ;    referred    to 

board  of  health  a  950 
plank-walk  :  A.  P.  Martin,  petition  a  311 
stables:  W.  H.  Edes,  petition  a  753-granted  a  77S;  Anna  C.   Burgess, 

petition  a  931-granted  a  950 
tree  :  Samuel  H.  Babcock,  petition,  removal  a  931 
widening  :  order  to  pay  A.  F.  Cole,  Celia  Barnes,  and  G.  A.  Gould 

land  damages,  passed  a  16S ;  order  to  pay  A  lice  C.  Eckert  land  damages, 

passed  a  192;  order  to  pay  Ellis  Houghton,  passed  a  2S5;  order  to  pay 

Albert  Brackett  land  damages,  passed  a  420 

Norman,  Henry. 

petition  to  exhibit  child  in  Abbotsford  hall  a  921 

Norman  street. 

lantern  :  Daniel  B.  Sullivan,  petition  a  iooS-granted  a  1018 

North  street. 

electric  light :  Geo.  M.  Winslow  &  Co.,  petition  a 932 
sewer:  petition   a  712-order  for  hearing    a  727-hearing  a  734-ordered 
a74S 
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NORTH   BEACON    STREET 


O'CONNELL 


North  Beacon  street. 

closing  :  Boston  &  Albany  R.R.  Co.,  petition  a  726 

damages  :  Sarah  W.  Story,  petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  estate, 

refused  a  138  c  14S 
edgestones  :  petition  a  725-granted  a  747;   petition  a  920;  M.  M.  Wild, 

assessment,  reassessed  a  ion 
edgestones  and  sidewalk:    petition   a  634;   petition  a  691-granted 

a  72S;  petition  a  725-granled  a  747 
sewer:  Mary  Roan,  petiti'm,  abatement  of  assessment   a  338-granted 

a377  >  John  H.  Walsh,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  735 -gran ted  aoS6 
steam-engine  :  Sarah  W.  Story,  granted  a  934 
watering  :   Warren  S.  Dame  et  als.,  petition  to  water  a  4S3 

North  Centre  street. 

pipes  :  R.  Beeching,  petition  to  lay  a  269-permit  rescinded  a  344;  Setb  J. 
Pecker  heirs,  petition  a  340 

North  End  Mission. 

petition,  sign,  Walk  Hill  st.  a  634-granted  a  672 

North  Harvard  street. 


building 
watering 


John  Soley,  petition  to  move  a  269-granted  a  314 
:  Charles  C.  Cobleigh  et  als.,  petition  a  536 


North  Margin  street. 


grading  :  ordered  a  747 

paving  :  petition  to  pave  with  granite  blocks  a  34S-granted  a  673 

sewer  :  James  F.  Mullen,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  9Sj-granted 

a  992;  cost  of  construction  a  726,736;  Ellen  Murphy,  petition,  abatement, 

assessment  a  S23-granted  a  S94 

North  Market  street. 

archway  :  order  to  consider  expediency  of  widening  and  to  give  public 
hearing,  referred    to  committee  on  streets  c  Si-report  inexpedient  a  47S 

C5°7 
steam-engine:  M.  F.  Cottrell,  petition  a  4S3-granted  a  5SS;    Geo.  P. 
Sanborn  &  Co.,  order  for  hearing  a  S92-hearing  a  945-grariled  a  9S5 

Northampton  place. 

improvements  :  order  to  replace  in  former  condition,  etc.,  passed 
c  381-referred  to  committee  on  improved  sewerage  a  406,  passed  a  1066 
c  1079 

Northampton  street. 

clock  :  C.  A.  Richards,  petition  that  city  light  and  care  for  a  775-report, 
referring  to  fire  commissioners,  accepted  a  803  c  Si2-report  inexpedient, 
accepted  a  9S9  c  995 

poles  :  New  England  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Co.,  petition  a  752- 
granted  a  S47 ;  C.  S.  Evans  et  als.,  remonstrance  against  a  1037 

stable  :  Win.  Doogue,  petition  a  712-granted  a  727 

Northern  avenue  Bridge. 

petition  of  N.Y.  &  N.E.  R.R.  Co.  for  conference  in  relation  to  the  build- 
ing bridge  over  Fort-point  channel  a  34S 

Northfield  street. 

poles  :  fire  commissioners,  granted  a  139 

Norton  Bros. 

petition,  sewer,  Norton  St.,  D.  a  459 

Norton,  Dennis. 

sidewalk,  Smith  St.,  petition  a  S24-granted  a  S46 

Norton,  John  H,  Councilman,  "Ward  21. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed  :  committee  on  finance,  city-hall  reference  library,  inspection 

ot  buildings  c  65,  66 
remarks  :  salaries  of  assistant  inspectors  of  buildings  c  199;  Roxbury 

high-school  sile  c  517,  51S;  sewer  appropriation  c  961 

Norton,  Martin. 

petition,  damages  to  estate,  Florence  street,  W.  R.  a  311-refused  a  350c  355 

Norton,  P. 

compensation  for  personal  injuries,  Warren  bridge,  petition  a  241 

Norton,  Thomas. 

petition,  personal  injuries  while  at  work  in  paving  department  a  921-re- 
fused  a  1065  c  1072 

Norton  street. 

laying  out :  order  to  pay  John  S.  D'Arcy  land  damages,  passed  a  463 
sewer  :  petition  a  459 

Notices  &  Placards. 

order  that  committee  on  ordinances  be  instructed  to  consider  and  report 
amendments  necessary  in  chap.  52,  Rev.  Ord.,  referred  to  committee  on 
ordinances  c  256 


Nowell,  Charles  T. 

stable,  Gleason  St.,  D.,  petition  a  920-granted  a  933 


Nowell,  W.  F. 

petition  to  project  a  druggist's  mortar,  Merrimac  st.  a  348-granted  a  460 

Nugent,  James  H.,  et  als. 

electric  light,  Roxbury  st.,  petition  a  933 

Nugent,  Jane. 

sidewalk,  Roxbury  St.,  granted  a  738 

Nuisances.     (See  Names  of  Places.) 

Nunan,  Thomas  P.,  Councilman,  Ward  15. 

qualified  :  c  3S 

appointed:  committee  on  cemeteries,  inspection  of  buildings,  c  64,  65; 
fourth  ot  July  c  325 

Nursery  Ground.     (See  Roxbury  Canal  Land.) 
Nute,  Orsamus. 

petition,  license  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  in  city  proper  a  241-granted 
a  373 

O  street. 

poles  :  fire  department,  granted  a  673 

O-street  School-House.     (See  Schools.) 
Oak  avenue,  West  Roxbury. 

stable  :  Annie  M.  Earnshaw,  petition  a  Sgi-granted  a  925 

Oak  place. 

lying-in  Iiospital :  N.  E.  Moral  Reform  Association,  petition  a  753- 
granted  a  757 

Oak  square,  Brighton. 

drainage  :  West  End  Street  R.R.  Co.,  petition  for  better  system  a  1016 
poles  :  Suburban  Light  &  Power  Co.,  petition  a  823-granted  a  991 

Oakland  Garden. 

invitation  to  board  of  aldermen  to  attend  performance  of  Corinne  in 
"  Arcadia,"  accepted  a  744 

Oakland  Garden  Association  et  als. 

petition,  sewer,  Columbia  st.  a  348 

O'Brien,  P.  P. 

stable,  Sargent  street,  R.,  petition  a  214-refused  a  313 

O'Brien,  Hon.  Hugh,  Mayor. 

oaths  of  office  administered,  page  1 ;  inaugural  address  i-xx 
O'Brien,  Mary. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Mitchell  st.  a  1015  ;  petition,  abate- 
ment, edgestone  assessment,  Mitchell  St.  a  1033-refused  a  1094 

O'Brien,  Michael  W. 

petition,  removal  restriction  in  relation  to  building  lot,  East  Third  st. 
a  614-report  and  order  accepted,  passed  a  826,  S27  c  S39 

O'Brien,  Patrick. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Cabot  St.,  petition  a  536-granted  a  566;  petition, 
damages  to  property,  Cabot  St.  a  753-refused  a  S77  c  S84 

O'Brien,  Hon.  Wm. 

order  to  extend  hospitalities  of  the  city  to,  during  his  stay  in  Boston,  dis- 
cussed c  552-^57-passed  c  557 ;  ruled  out  of  order,  new  order  offered, 
passed  a  563-discussed  c  571-574-passed  c  574;  letter  of  thanks  extended 
to  city  council  for  courtesies  extended  a  5S4  c  59S 

O'Brine,  M. 

petition,  increase  of  salary  as  draw-tender  of  Broadway  bridge  a  135-refused 
a  275  c  291 

Ocean  street. 

lamp  :  petition  a  476 

plank-walk  :  A.J.  Mahoney  et  als.,  petition,  extension  a  824 
sewer  :  ordered  a  3;  order  to  abate  sewer  assessment  of  Mrs.  Jane  Lowry 
and  reassess  same,  passed  a  479 

Ocean  Terminal  R.R. 

petition  to  fix  the  route  of  the  crossing  of  Chelsea  bridge  and  to  authorize 
the  crossing  of  said  bridge  at  grade  a  135-report  and  order  of  notice  oi 
hearing  a  246-hearing  a  337-order  passed  a  460 

O'Connell,  James,  et  als. 

sewer,  Melbourne  st.,  petition  a  S70 

O'Connell,  Thomas. 

lamps,  Baldwin  st.,  petition  a  920 
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O'CONNOR 


OROURKE 


O'Connor,  Hannah  E.,  et  ah. 

petition,  damages  to  property,  Earl  st.  a  712-refused  a  925  c  958 

O'Connor,  Margaret. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Ferrin  St.,  C.  a  614-gr anted  a  672 

O'Connor,  Patrick. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  etc.,  Frederick  street,  petition  a  311 

O'Donnell,  James  F. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Oelschleger,  Anton. 

edgestones,  Amory  St.,  petition  a  536 

Office  Hours.     (See  Ordinances.) 
Officers,  City. 

annual  reports  :  order  to  submit  in  print,  passed  c  26  a  52 

horses  and  carriages  :  order  that  city  auditor  be  requested  to  report 
the  number  of  horses  and  carriages  used  by  the  heads  of  departments 
"and  expense  of  maintaining  same,  passed  a  253-report,  accepted  a  349 

night  watchman:  order  that  the  various  superintendents  where 
night  watchmen  are  employed  in  the  several  departments  be  requested 
to  "provide  that  they  be  paid  $3.00  per  day,  specially  assigned  c  Sn-re- 
ferred  to  finance  c  Si7-report  that  city  council  has  no  jurisdiction  in  the 
matter,  accepted  a  S49-placed  on  file  c  S59 

official  bonds  :  ordinance  in  relation  to  official  bonds,  it  being  the  ordi- 
nance report  last  year,  and  printed  in  CD.  177  of  1SS6,  referred  to  com- 
mittee on  ordinances  c  26-report,  with  ordinance  in  new  draft  a  635,  636- 
assigned  a  636-amended,  passed  a  697  c  70S 

Officers  and  Reporters  of  City  Council. 

order  inviting  them  to  dine  with  members  of  the  board  of  aldermen, 
passed  a  25;  order  to  provide  carriages  for  officers  and  reporters  when 
requested  by  them  to  do  so,  discussed,  passed  c  60 

Official  Bonds.     (See  Officers,  City.) 

Official  Report.     ^See  Printing,  and  City  Council.) 

O'Hare,  Michael  C. 

personal  injuries  received  while  working  for  water  department,  petition 
a  743- refused  a  925-recommitted  c  959-non-concurred  a  9S4 -assigned 
c  1005-referred  to  next  government  c  loSo-indefinitely  postponed  a  1093 

O'Kane,  Joseph. 

elected  clerk  of  common  council,  c  5;  order  to  allow  and  pay  for  services 
rendered  the  committee  on  elections  c  3S1  a  406;  order  to  allow  and  pay 
certain  sum  for  services  as  reading  clerk,  passed  c  1021 

O'Lally,  N.  P.,  et  ah. 

plankwalk,  Sawyer  ave.,  D.,  petition  a  1060-refused  a  1094 

Old  Colony  Railroad  Co. 

building:  petition  to  erect  building,  Foundry  st.  a  753-granted  c  820 
aS24 

electric  light:  Dorchester  ave.,  petition  a  775 

gates  :  petition,  gates,  Centre  st.  a  634-granted  a  673 

railroad  police  :  petition  for  an  appointment  of  certain  persons,  re- 
ferred to  committee  on  police  with  instruction  to  obtain  the  opinion  of 
the  corporation  counsel  a  4S3 ;  appointed  a  668 


Old  Court  Records. 
Old  Franklin  School 


(See  Buildings, 


(See  Courts.) 
(See    Schools.) 

Old   Repair-Shop   on  Wareham  street. 

Public.) 

Old  South  Association. 

managers  :  Patrick  J.  Donovan,  Andreas  Blume,  elected  a  24,  25,  c  27 

Old  State-House. 

night  watchman  :  communication  from  mayor  transmitting  petition 
of  Bostor.ian  Society  for  night  watchman,  referred  to  committee  on  pub- 
lic buildings  c  7S0;  report,  referring  to  board  of  police,  accepted  a  S49 ; 
substitute  offered,  discussed  c  S59,  Scb-passed  c  S60;  adhered  to  former 
action  a  S71  ;  referred  to  committee  on  judiciary  c  SS7  ;  report,  discussed 
c  1049,  ,05°i  accepted,  adhered  to  former  action  c  1050;  referred  to  nexl 
government  a  1062  c  1080 

fire-proof*  vaults  :  order  to  estimate  cost  of  constructing  under  the 
sidewalk  forthe  storage  of  stereotype  plates  owned  by  the  city,  passed 
.      c  255  a  270 

Old  State-House  Memorial. 

order  for  clerk  of  committees  to  have  prepared  an  edition  of  1,500  copies, 
■     etc.,  referred  to  committee  on  printing  c  467-report  accepted  c  5oS-order 
passed  c  659-discussed,  passed  a  666 

O'Leary,  David. 

sidewalk,  Havre  St.,  petition  a  712-granted  a  727 


Oliver  Ditson  &  Co.,  et  ah. 

sewer,  Congress  St.,  petition  a  775 

Oliver,  Edward  B. 

petition  to  revoke  location  pole,  Columbus  ave.  a  10S9 

Oliver  street. 

steam-engine  :  W.  O.  Tuttle  &  Co.,  order  for  hearing  a  724-hearing 
a  739-granted  a  763 

Olney  street. 

land  damages  :  Wm.  Hannon,  refused  a  217  c  224 

O'Mealey,  John  W.,  Councilman,  "Ward  17. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed  :    committee   on   contingent    expenses,    public    institutions, 

monitor  2d  division  c  65,  66',  fourth  of  July  c  325 ;  sundry  transfers  c  832, 

S33 ;  claims  c  S60 

O'Neill,  John. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Paris  St.,  petition  a  662  ;  edgestones  and  side- 
walk, Paris  St.,  granted  a  727 

O'Neil,  Joseph  H. 

elected  city  clerk  a  3  c  5;  bond  presented,  approved,  oaths  of  office  admin- 
istered a  20 

Opening  of  Streets.     (See  Streets.) 
Orchard  street,  West  Roxbury. 

poles  :  New  England  Telegraph  and  Telephone  Co.,  petition  a  691 

Orcutt,  Ira  W. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Ordinances. 

committee  :  appointed  a  57  c  65 

assignment  of  wages  :  communication  from  mayor  relating  to,  re- 
ferred to  committee  on  ordinances  a  103-report,  no  further  action 
necessary  a  163  c  174 

coal  :  order  to  consider  expediency  of  buying  all  coal  required  by  the 
cargo,  referred  to  committee  on  ordinances  c  700 

draft  of  city  charter  :  order  that  the  committee  on  ordinances  prepare 
a  new  draft  of  city  charter,  etc.,  specially  assigned  c  644 

official  bonds  :  see  Officers,  City 

office  hours  :  ordinance  to  amend  chap.  4,  Rev.  Ord.,  relating  to,  re- 
ferred to  committee  on  ordinances  c  504-report  with  ordinance  a  590,  591  — 
accepted,  passed  a  591  c  59S 

ordinances  for  lf»S6  :  order  that  the  superintendent  of  printing,  under 
the  direction  of  the  committee  on  printing,  be  directed  to  publish  an 
edition  ot  the  ordinances  passed  in  1SS6,  passed  c  19  a  23 

topics  in  mayor's  address  :  relating  to  assignment  of  wages,  re- 
ferred c  101  a  106 

torpedoes  and  other  detonators  :  ordinance  to  amend  chap.  53, 
relative  to,  referred  to  committee  on  ordinances  c  65S~report,  with  ordi- 
nance, specially  assigned  a  672;  discussed  a  696,  697-passed  a  697- 
discussed  c  70S,  709-passed  c  709 

OReagan,  "Wm.  F. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal,  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Oregon  street,  Roxbury. 

lamps  :  order  to  place,  discussed  c  325,  326-withdrawn,  c  326;  Richard 
Sullivan  el  als.,  petition  a  797 

Orient  Heights. 

report  on  order,  referred  as  unfinished  business  of  last  vear,  for  loan  of  ■ 
certain  sum  for  the  construction  of  streets,  that  no  action  is  necessary, 
accepted  a  13S  c  147;  order  to  grade,  macadamize,  and  put  in  condition 
the  streets;  that  were  accepted  last  year,  discussed  a  4S0,  4Si-referred  to 
committee  on  paving  a  4S1 

Oriental  Tea  Co. 

steam-engine,  Court  St.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  34S-hearing  a  458- 
granted  a  499 

Oriole  street. 

lamps  :  Chas.  M.  Seaver  et  als.,  petition  a  735 

O'Riordan,  P. 

bay-window,  Henley  St.,  order  for  hearing  a  So2-hearing  a  931-granted 
a  950;  bay-windows.  Park  St.,  C,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  1016- 
hearinfi  a  1033-granted  a  1063;  stable,  Wapping  St.,  petition  a  1S5- 
refused  a  313 

Ormond,  John  F. 

I    petition,  increase  of  salary,  as  draw-tender  of  Maiden  bridge,  c  147 

O'Rourke,  Thomas  F. 

petition,  variety  and  athletic  entertainment,  Monument  hall,  C.  a  744- 
refused  a  S04 


(-83), 


ORR 


PARK    STREET 


Orr,  Charles  H. 

lamps,  Alban  St.,  D.,  petition  a  797 

Orrall,  Albert  T. 

appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  oSS-confirmed  a  1009 

Osborn,  Harry  H. 

appointed  third  assistant  messenger  a  215,  216,  c  224 

Osborne,  Wm.  M. 

lamp,  Elm  Hill  ave.,  petition  a  S42;  lamps,  Wenonah  St.,  petition  a  S42 

Osborne,  William  T. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Oscar  street. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk  :  petition  a  475-granted  a  617 

Osgood,  John  Felt. 

petition,  damages  to  land,  Circuit  St.,  a  241-refused  a  S95  c  902 

Osgood,  "Wm.  Felt. 

sewer,  Fenwick  St.,  petition  a  662 

O'Sullivan,  N.  E. 

sewer,  Haviland  St.,  petition  a  753 

Otis,  Edward  F. 

druggist's  mortar,  Dudley  street,  petition  a  26S-granted  a  278 

Otis,  Howland. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  26S-confirmed  a  313. 

Otis  street. 

steam-engines  :  S.  Simmons,  petition  a  161-granted  a  189 

Ottawa  street. 

edgestones    and    sidewalk :    petition   a    77°-g'rante<l   a  802,   S46- 

rescinded  a  929-granted  a  929 
lamps  :  E.  A.  and  J.  C.  Lord,  petition  a  S91 
tree:  Daniel  A.  Ritter,  petition  to  remove  a  775 

Otto,  Eliza. 

steam-engine,  Green  St.,  petition  a  161-granted  a  189 

Ourish,  Maria  M. 

order  to  pay  land  damages  by  widening  Washington  St.,  D.,  passed  a  729 

Overvaluation.     (See  Assessors'  Department.) 
Overseers  of  Poor.     (See  Poor.) 


P  street. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk  :  petition  a  4S3 
poles  :  fire  commissioners,  granted  a  746 

sidewalk  :  petition  a  475-granted  a542;  Christopher  Ungemach,  granted 
a  593 ;  petition  a  754-granted  a  802 

Packard,  C.  S. 

petition  to  move  building,  Cambridge  St.,  B.,  granted  a  S96 

Packard,  J.  D.  &  Sons. 

stable,  Brighton  ave.,  B.,  petition  a  241-granted  a  275 

Page,  Baily  L. 

lamps,  Bailey  St.,  W.R.,  petition  a  458 

stable,  Washington  St.,  W.R.,  petition  a  iooS-granted  a  1018 

Page,  D.  E. 

sidewalk,  Garden  St.,  petition  a  401-grantcd  a  462 

Page,  James. 

petition  to  erect  building,  Boylston  St.,  granted  c  820  a  824 

Paige,  Albert  C. 

order  to  trim  tree,  N  St.,  passed  a  951 

Paige,  Calvin  R.,  et  ah. 

lamp,  Charles  St.,  W.R.,  petition  a  613 

Paine,  Benjamin  F. 

appointed  superintendent  of  Brighton  hay-scales  a  371-confirmed  a  406 

Paine,  Charles  M. 


Paine,  General,  and  Mr.  Burgess,  Reception  of. 

reception  :  communication  from  mayor  stating  that  Gen.  C.  J.  Paine 
and  E.  Burgess  had  accepted  invitation  to  attend  a  popular  reception  to 
be  given  at  Faneuil  hull,  resolve  and  order  that  thanks  of  city  council 
be  extended,  etc.,  passed  a  822,  S23  c  831,  S32 

resolutions,  etc. :  communication  from  General  Paine  and  Edward 
Burgess  acknowledging  receipt  of  copies  of  the  resolutions  recently 
passed,  etc.  c  957  a  9S3 

memorial  volume  :  order  for  clerk  of  committees  to  prepare,  etc.,  an 
appropriate  memorial  volume  giving  account  of  reception  at  Faneuil 
hall,  including  biographical  sketches  of  said  gentlemen,  etc.,  passed 
a  S53  c  S61  ;  order  to  furnish  each  member  of  city  council  with  10  copies, 
passed  c  943 

Paine,  J.  G. 

stable,  Puritan  ave.,  D.,  petition  a  241-granted  a  275 

Paine,  Lydia  L. 

steam  engine,  Hammond  St.,  withdrawn  a  951 

Paine,  R.  Treat. 

permit  to  build,  Halleck  St.,  granted  a  i3S-discussed,  c  149-granted  c  150 

petition  to  lay  pipes,  Holly  st.  a  241-refused  a  349-recoinmitted  c  355-pe- 
tition  for  rehearing  c  354.  355 

curb-stone   and  sidewalks,  Sussex  St.,  petition  a  269 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Sussex  St.,  petition  a  269 

petition,  lamps,  Sussex  St.  a  34S 

steam-engine,  Halleck  St.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  372-hearing 
a  475-granted  a  499 

petition  to  ab  ite  sewer  assessment,  Tremont  st.  a  536-granted  a  564; 
report  of  committee  on  public  lands  upon  message  of  mayor  relating 
to  offer  to  sell  city  portion  of  his  land  adjoining  that  used  by  department 
common  and  public  grounds,  etc.,  accepted,  referred  to  committee  on 
common  and  public  grounds  a  S26  c  S3i-report,  inexpedient  c  10S6  a  1090 

Palmer,  Ex-Mayor  Albert. 

dentil  of:  communication  from  mayor  calling  meeting  to  take  action 
upon  death,  resolve,  etc.,  discussed  a  529,  530  c  530-533-order  to  appoint 
committee  to  attend  funeral,  passed  a  530  c  533 ;  order  to  display  flags 
at  half-mast  on  day  of  funeral,  passed  c  533  a  537 

Palmer,  Julius  A. 

steam-engine,  Broad  St.,  petition  a  1060 

Palmer,  Leavitt  B. 

bond  as  constable,  approved  a  932 

Palmer,  Mrs.  M.  E. 

petition  to  remove  tree,  Bellevue  st.  a  535 

Palmer  street. 

sidewalk:  petition  a  oS3-granted  a9S3J  petition  a  1008 
stable  :  Frederick  J.  Crosby,  petition  a  735-granted  a  746 

Papineau,  A. 

petition  to  run  barges  a  160-granted  a  164 

Parade  Ground.     (See  Common.) 
Paris  street. 

building:  Neil  Campbell,  petition  to  erect  a  371-granted  c  474  a  477; 

John  Brant,  petition  to  erect  a  725 
edgestones  and   sidewalk  :    petition  a  662;   petition  a  ogi-granted 

a  727;  petition  a  725-granted  a  762,  S02;  petition  a  824,  S71 
electric  Jight :  Thomas  Lane,  petition  a  712 
lamps  :  Alexander  Glover  el  a/s.,  petition  a  100S 
removal  restrictions  :  John   firant,   petition  a  691-report,  no  action 

necessarv,  accepted  a  S27  c  S31 
stable  :  Frank  Casey,  petition  a  561-refused  a  693 

Park  Commissioners.     (See  Parks.) 
Park,  George  W. 

petition  to  be  paid  amount  due  him  a  661 

Park  Manufacturing  Co. 

steam-engine,  Beach  St.,  granted  a  S96 

Park  square. 

cellar:  J.  W.  Clapp,  petition  to  build  below  grade,  granted  a  114 
steam-engine  :  J.  W.  Clapp,  petition  a  401-granted  a  460 

Park  street. 

bridge  :  Boston  &  Providence  R.R.  Co.,  petition  to  close  a  475-granted 

a  499 
claims  :  C.  T.  S.  Townsend,  damages  to  property,  refused  a  373  c  382 
iron  balcony  :  Union  club,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  136-hearing 

a  157-granted  a  252 

Park  street,  Charlestown. 


appointed  measurer  of  grain  a  371-confirmed  8406;  appointed  measurer  of        bay-windows:  P.  O'Riordan,  petition  and  order  forbearing  a  1016- 
grain  a  458-confirmed  a  477  hearing  a  1033-granted  a  1063 

(84) 


PARK   STREET 


PATTEN 


Park  street,  Dorchester. 

fence  :  R.  S.  S.  Brown,  petition  that  fence  injured  by  city  be  repaired 
a  51-report  of  committee  on  water,  referring  to  water  board,  accepted 
a  113  c  119 

Park  Theatre. 

order  that  inspector  of  buildings  examine  and  report  if  theatre  is  provided 
with  ample  means  of  egress,  referred  to  committee  on  inspection  of 
buildings  a  544 

Parks,  Public. 

committee  :  appointed  a  57  c  65 

commissioners  :  Benjamin  Dean  appointed  for  three  years  a  21-con- 

iirmed  a  53 
annual  report :  (CD.  24)  a  162  c  174 

betterments  :  order  that  all  claims  for  reduction  or  abatement  of  assess- 
ments on  account  of  laying  out  public  parks  be  referred  to  committee  on 
claims,  who  shall  consult  the  cily  solicitor  and  report  such  settle- 
ments as  they  consider  just  and  equitable,  passed  c  80  a  10S 

covered  channel,  Muddy  river:  communication  from  park  com- 
missioners transmitting  communication  from  city  engineer  relating*  to 
condition  of  channel,  etc.,  and  asking  for  an  appropriation,  referred  to 
committee  on  parks  a  162-report  and  order,  discussed,  specially  assigned 
a  349-referred  to  committee  on  appropriations  a  377 

laborers:  order  that  commissioners  provide  that  laborers  be  employed 
by  the  day  and  not  by  the  hour,  and  that  they  have  $2  per  day,  etc.,  dis- 
cussed c  767,  76S-passed  c  76S  a  776 

loan  :  order  that  the  city  treasurer  issue  from  time  to  time  the  amount  of 
$500,000  each  year  and  to  a  total  amount  not  exceeding  $2,500,000  negotia- 
ble bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness,  payable  in  titty  years,  etc.,  dis- 
cussed a  3,  4-passed  a  4-discussed  c  7-10-passed  c  10;  communication 
from  city'  treasurer  relating  to,  referred  to  finance  a  in-report  with 
order,  discussed  c  131,  132-passed  c  132  a  137;  report  of  finance  with 
order  to  borrow  certain  sum,  etc.,  accepted,  passed  a  505  c  574;  report  of 
finance,  accepted,  passed  c  1049-discussed  a  1060,  1061-passed  a  1061 
c  1072 

IHarine  park  betterment:  order  to  repay  parties  certain  per  cent, 
who  paid  the  city  betterments  under  protest,  referred  to  committee  on 
claims  c  645 ;  report  that  order  ought  not  pass,  laid  on  table  c  710 

payment  for  park  lands:  order  to  petition  general  court  for  the 
passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  city  of  Boston  to  borrow  money  to  be 
expended  in  payment  for  lands  purchased  or  taken  by  the  park  commis- 
sioners, the  amount  of  such  loan  to  be  exclusive  of  the  limit  of  indebted- 
ness prescribed  by  chap.  178  Acts  iSS5-discussed  c  94-97-passed  c  97- 
discussed,  passed  a  107 

play-ground  for  athletic  sports  :  order  to  report  cost  and  advisa- 
bility of  providing  play-ground  in  South  Boston,  specially  assigned  C12- 
discussed  c  71,  72-relerred  to  committee  on  parks  c  72- report  that  order 
ought  to  pass,  accepted,  passed  c  370  a  375 

play-ground  in  Washington  village  :  James  A.  Kemp  t(  n/s., 
petition  that  land  be  selected  tor  c  256 

play-ground  at  Lower  Mills  :  petition  H.  L.  Pierce  etals..  that  city 
buy  Vose's  grove  for  play-ground,  referred  to  park  commissioners  c  3S1 
a  402-report  accepted,  order  passed  C645  a  666 

Putnam-street  reservoir:  Citizens' Trade  Association,  petition  that 
city  purchase  land  adjoining  a  712 

parks  : 

Franklin  park:  order  that  any  person  who  has  paid  the  betterment 
assessed  on  his  estate  for  the  above  park  improvement  and  who  has  not 
brought  suit  to  recover  the  same  shall,  upon  proof  of  payment,  receive 
95  per  cent,  of  the  sum  paid,  referred  to  committee  on  judiciary  c  173- 
report  c  220,  221-specially  assigned  and  ordered  printed  c  221-accepted 
c  304;  order  to  assign  some  suitable  location  contiguous  to  Jamaica 
Plain  for  a  base-ball  ground  for  the  youth  of  Jamaica  Plain,  referred  to 
committee  on  parks  c  288;  order  that  city  collector  receive  from  Wm. 
Minot,  Jr.,  the  balance  of  money  received  by  him  for  the  purpose  of 
repaying  betterments,  etc.,  passed  c  721  a  726 
Marine  park:  order  to  place  refectories  in  charge  of  women,  etc., 
specially  assigned  c  646;  orders  passed  c  709  a  716;  notice  from  harbor 
and  land  commissioners  of  hearing  for  pier  a  693 

sewer  assessments  :  order  to  abate  assessment,  Walnut  ave.,' passed 
a  462 

summit  of  Savin  hill :  James  H.  Stark,  petition  that  summit  be  set 
apart  and  placed  in  charge  of  park  commissioners  a  476 

Parker,  Eben. 

order  to  pay  land  damages,  widening  South  St.,  passed  a  2S5 

Parker,  Horatio  G.,  Trustee. 

petition  to  be  paid  balance  from  tax-sale  estate  Berwick  park  a  74-granted 
a  1S7;  order  to  pay  land  damages,  Dorchester  ave.,  discussed  a  252,  253- 
passed  a  253 

Parker,  R.  T. 

steam-engine,  Franklin  St.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  161,  1S5  hear- 
ing a  236-granted  a  272 

Parker,  Robert  W. 

sidewalk,  Clifton  St.,  D.,  petition  a  754 

Parker,  Thomas. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Holborn  st.  a  797-refused  a  S7S 

Parker,  Thomas,  et  dl. 

lamp,  Warren  pi.,  petition  a  797 


Parker  street,  Charlestown. 

sewer:  petition  a  614;  remonstrance  against  a  633;  order  of  notice  of 
hearing  a  6o^-h earing  a  711-ordered  a  720;  cost  of  construction  a  754- 
report  and  order  to  assess  and  collect,  accepted  a  779 

Parker  street,  Roxbury. 

building:  Wm.  R.  Cavanagh,  petition    to  move  a  348-granted    a  372; 

Wm.  R.  Cavanagh,  petition    to    move   a   754-granted    a  S02;    Wm.  R. 

Cavanagh,  petition  to  move  a  931-granted  a  947 
claims  :   Nathan  Morse,  petition  offering  to    surrender  invalid  deed  of 

estate  a  614 
coasting  :  order  to  allow  coasting,  passed  a  22 
platform  :  G.   F.    Burkhardt,    petition    to    erect    temporary    platform, 

granted  a  51 
revised  grade  :  order  to  establish,  passed  a 728 
sidewalk:  granted  a  933 

Parkman  street. 

edgestones  :  granted  a  566 
macadamizing:  petition  a  662-ordered  a  693 

Parliamentary  Laws,  Rulings  on. 

adjourn  :  motion  to  adjourn  is  not  amendable  a  464 

amend  :  motion  to  amend  is  not  in  order  while  the  motion  to  refer  is 
pending  c  467 

closing  :  pending  the  motion  to  close  debate  no  motion  is  in  order  c  657 

debate  :  motion  for  the  previous  question  having  been  made  no  debate 
is  in  order  c  9;  after  the  chair  has  announced  that  the  time  for  debate 
has  expired  no  debate  is  in  order  c  183;  clerk  having  commenced  to 
call  roll  no  debate  is  in  order  c  297;  no  member  shall  speak  more  than 
three  minutes  on  the  call  for  the  previous  question  c  ^66\  under  the  first 
order   of  business    debate  is  in  order  c  645 

lay  on  table  :  motion  to  lay  on  table  is  not  debatable  a  403 

motion  :  motion  that  any  pending  vote  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  shall  be 
in  order  at  any  time,  and  no  debate  shall  be  allowed  thereon  c  430 

orders  :  an  order  takes  precedence  of  an  ordinance  a  501 

personalities  :  every  member  must  refrain  from  personalities  c  48 

points  of  order  :  a  point  cannot  be  raised  while  there  is  one  pending 
c  46;  member  cannot  interrupt  a  speaker  to  raise  a  point  of  order  c  607 

previous  question:  having  been  ordered  no  debate  is  in  order  c  301, 
455,55s;  motion  for  previous  question  cuts  off  motion  to  indefinitely 
postpone  c  30;  on  the  call  for  the  previous  question  the  merits  of  the 
main  question  shall  not  be  discussed  c  366 

question  of  privilege  :  no  point  of  order  can  be  raised  to  a  question 
of  privilege  a  424 

reconsider:  motion  to  reconsider  is  in  order  at  any  time  a  249;  debate 
on  a  motion  to  reconsider  shall  be  limited  to  thirty  minutes,  and  no 
member  shall  speak  more  than  five  minutes  c  3S9 

refer  :  motion  to  refer  takes  precedence  of  motion  to  indefinitely  post- 
pone a  7S;  previous  question  cannot  be  moved  on  motion  to  refer  c  87 

remarks  :  pending  the  vote  no  debate  is  in  order  c  1S4 

speeches  :  a  member  having  spoken  once  is  not  entitled  to  the  floor  if 
another  member  desires  to  speak  c  252 

suspension  :  question  of  suspension  is  debatable  c  503;  question  of 
the  suspension  of  the  rule  takes  precedence  of  motion  to  assign  c  504 
a  695 

unfinished  business  :  cannot  be  called  up  except  by  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  c  507 

verification  of  the  vote  :  pending  the  verification  of  the  vote  no  de- 
bate is  in  order  c  629 

yeas  and  nays  :  business  having  elapsed  since  chair  made  announce- 
ment the  yeas  and  nays  cannot  be  called  on  the  doubt  c  1S4;  no  debate  is 
allowed  on  a  motion  for  the  yeas  and  nays  c  43S;  yeas  and  nays  having 
been  ordered  no  debate  is  in  order  c  454;  members  can  call  for  yeas  and 
nays  at  any  stage  a  643 

Parmenter  street. 

bracket  lamp  :  Benevolent  Fraternity  of  Churches  petition  a  338-granted 
a  376 

Parnell  street. 

paving:  order  to  pave  with  granite  blocks,  discussed  a  593,  594-indefi- 
nilely  postponed  a  594 

Parsons,  F.  S.,  M.D. 

stable,  Dorchester  ave.,  petition  a  920-granted  a  933 

Parton,  Thomas. 

steam-engine,  Lyman  St.,  petition  a  105 -granted  a  317 

Partridge,  Sylvester  E. 

appointed  field-driver  and  pound-keeper  a  45S-confirmed  a  477 

Partridge,  W.  H.,  et  ah. 

crosswalk,  Washington  St.,  R.,  petition  a  754 

Pascal,  Sarah. 

petition,  personal   injuries,  Devens  St.,   Charlestown  c  147-refused  a  350 
<=3S5 
Patrolmen,  Pay  of.   (See  Police.) 
Patten,  Almira  H.,  et  ah. 

lamps,  Erie  ave.,  petition  a  797 
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Patterson,  Matthew  T. 

'   petition  to  refund  liquor-license  fee,  refused  a  113  c  11S 

Patterson,  W.  R. 

steam-engine,  Grove  St.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  402-hearing 
a  4S2-refused  a  5SS 

Paul,  George  K.,  &  Co. 

steam-engine,  Milk  St.,  order  for  hearing  a  SQ2-hearing  a  945-granted 
a  1009 

Paul,  Orrin,  et  als. 

electric  light,  corner  East  Fifth  and  L  sts.,  petition  a  74 

Paul  street. 

bay-window :  A.  D.  Collins,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  752- 
hearing  a  775-refused  a  S97 

Paul  Gore  street,  West  Roxbury. 

edgestones  :  petition  a  475 

extension:  order  to  pay  Thomas  P.  Proctor  and  Ida  E.  Brigham  land 

damages,  passed  a  695 
improvements  :  George  S.  Curtis,  petition  a  735 
lamps  :   \Vm.  H.  Viehhaeuser,  petition  a  932 
sewer  :  petition,  to  extend  a  744-order  for  hearing  a  77S-hearing  a  797- 

granted  aSiS;  George  S.  Curtis  et  al.,  petition,  abatement,  assessment 

a  1033 
stable  :  Wm.  Tobin,  petition  a  74-granted  a  112 
tree  :  Samuel  C.  B.  Rogers,  remonstrance  against  destruction  of  a  1033 

Paving  Department.     (See  Streets.) 

Pay-rolls  for  November  and  December.    (See  Employees.) 

Payson  avenue. 

stable  :  C.  B.  Jobling,  petition  a  459-granted  a  479 

Peabody  &  Jordan. 

steam-engine,  Commercial  wharf,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  9S3- 
hearing  a  1015 

Peabody  street. 

plank-walk  :  George  Penniman  et  als.,  petition  a  776 

Peak,  Chas.  A. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-connrmed  a  313 

Peak,  John  H. 

appointed  undertaker  a  268-confirmed  a  313 

Pearce,  Joseph,  et  als. 

petition  to  abate  nuisance,  Norfolk  St.,  Roslindale  a  661  ;  referred  to  board 
of  health  a  950 

Peard,  Wm. 

stable,  Seventh  St.,  petition  a  241-granted  a  342 

Pearl  and  Franklin  streets. 
conduits  :  American  Bell  Telephone  Co.,  petition  to  sell  a  161 

Pearl  street. 

steam-engine  :  H.  M.  Plimpton  &  Co.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing 
a  161-hearing  a  236-granted  a  272 

Pearl  street,  Dorchester. 

trees  :  order  to  remove,  passed  3^779 
Pearsall,  John  L. 

sidewalk,  Waumbeck  St.,  petition  a  634-granted  a  S2S 

Pearson  Cordage  Co. 

petition  to  build,  Norfolk  ave.,  a  586-granted  a  620  c  657;  steam-engine, 
Norfolk  ave.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  S42-hearing  a  920-granted 
a95' 

Pearson,  Linus  E. 

appointed  registrar  of  voters  a  157-confirmed  a  1S6 

Pease,  Frederick,  et  als. 

petition  in  aid  of  Thomas  Johnston  being  put  on  retired  police  list  a  5S6 

Pecker,  Seth  J.  Heirs  of. 

petition  to  run  steam-pipe,  No.  Centre  St.,  granted  a  340 

Peddlers.     (See  Licenses.) 

Peddling  and  Begging  Children.     (See  Licenses.) 

Peer,  Robt. 

personal  injuries,  Middlesex  St.,  petition  a  214-refused  a  373  c  3S2 


Peirce,  F.  L.,  et  als. 

petition  for  abatement  of  sewer  assessment,  Carruth  St.,  and  also  abatement 
of  nuisance  caused  by  building,  refused  a  13S  c  14S 

Pemberton  square. 

steam-engine  :  D.  C.  Heath  &  Co.,  petition  a  842-granted  a  877 
sidewalk. :  petition  a  931-granted  a  947 

Penniman,  George,  el  als. 

plank-walk,  Peabody  St.,  petition  a  776 

Perkins,  Augustus  G.,  Councilman,  Ward  18. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed  :  committee  on  cemeteries,  markets  c  64,  65 
remarks  :  removal  of  snow  and  slush  c  13;  abolition  of  ferry-tolls  C67; 
navy-yard  c  70;  market  leases  c  178;  cemeteries  c  256;  McCormick  es- 
tate c  263,  264;  Faneuil-hall  drainage  c  357;  half-holiday  on  Saturdays 
C513;  city  council  of  Philadelphia  c  551 ;  entertainment  of  Hon.  Wm. 
O'Brien  c  555;  name  of  new  Cambridge  bridge  c  570;  entertainment 
of  Terrence  V.  Powderly  c  576;  frog-pond. c  63$;  Worcester  sq.  fence 
c  700,  701 ;  Roxbury  high  school  c  722 ;  old  Franklin  school-house  c  781 ; 
home  for  paupers  c  793;  sundry  transfers  c  S33  ;  Beacon-hill  reservoir 
CS3S;  contingent  bill  c  840;  Dartmouth-st.  library  building  c  840,841; 
last  meeting  c  1058 

Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind. 

order  to  abate  edgestone  assessment,  Day  St.,  passed  a  420 

petition,  abatement,  edgestone  assessment.  Day  St.  a  459 

petition,  abatement,  sewer   assessment,  Day  st.  a  459-refused,  discussed 

a  564,  565-laid  on  table  a  565-abated  a  1094 
coal  hole,  East  Fourth  St.,  granted  a  673 

Perkins,  Seth. 

appointed  superintendent  of  sewers  a  33S-connrmed  a  348 
bond  referred  to  committee  on  bonds  a  4S5-approved  a  566 

Perkins  street. 

claims  :  J.  \V.  Laut,  petition,  injuries  to  horse  a  371 

Perkins  street,  West  Roxbury. 

plank-walk  :  T.  A.  McDermott  et  als.,  petition  a  754 
stable  :  O.  Leuthy,  petition  a  945-granted  a  9S6 

Perrin  street. 

sewer  :  cost  of  construction  a  53S 
sidewalk  :  granted  a  543,  727 

Perry,  A.  W. 

steam-engine,  Summer  St.,  petition  a  214-granted  a  272 

Perry,  Augustus  L.,  Councilman,  Ward  6. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed  :  committee  on  engineer's  department,  East  Boston  ferries, 

lamps  c  65;  new  court-house  c  155 

Perry,  Chas.  L. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-connrmed  a  313 

Perry,  Frank  S. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Paris  St.,  petition  a  S71 

Personal  Explanation. 

c  S06,  858 
Peter,  Brother. 

steam-engine,  Vernon  St.  petition  a  735 

Peter  street. 

lamps  :  W.  E.  Fletcher  et  als.,  petition  a  775 

Peters,  Alvah  H. 

elected  city  messenger  c  19-assigned  a  23-elected  a  55 

Peters,  Anton,  et  als. 

lamps,  Franklin  ave.,  W.  R.,  petition  a  1015 

Peterson,  Thomas. 

petition,  sewer,  Bennington  St.  a  S91 

Petroleum.     (See  Fire.) 
Pew'tress,  John  B. 

petition,  personal  injuries  a  931 

Phelps,  W.  S. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Bowdoin  ave.  a  33S-granted  a  479 

Philadelphia   City  Council,    Visit  of.     (See  Distinguished 

Visitors.) 
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Philbrick,  Mary  S. 

stable,  Crawford  St.,  petition  a  347-granted  a  373 

Phillips,  Nathaniel. 

order  to  pay  land  damages,  relocation  of  Union  ave.,  D.,  passed  a  S05 

Phillips  street. 

lamp  :  Luther  F.  Beecher  et  ats.,  petition  a  743 

widening  :  order  that  street  commissioners  include  in  estimates  sum 
sufficient  tor,  referred  to  committee  on  appropriations  c  1  lS 

Phipps,  Wm.,  et  ah. 

petition  that  improvements  on  Lawrence  St.  be  completed  a  269 

Photographs   from    Sydney,    Australia.      (See   Buildings, 
Public.) 

Pickering,  Leonard. 

petition  to  erect  building,  Morris  St.,  a  483-granted  c  560  a  562 
stable,  Morris  St.,  petition  a  5O1 

Piedmont  street. 

stable  :  John  L.  Gardner,  petition  a  10S9 

Pierce,  Bros. 

stable,  Gold  St.,  petition  a  633-granted  a  671 

Pierce  &  Canterbury. 

petition  to  erect  building,  Chelsea  St.,  E.  B.  a  oS3-granted  c  1014  a  1017 

Pierce,  D.  R.,  et  ah. 

,    petition,  use  of  Faneuil  hall  a  45S-granted  a  479 

Pierce,  H.  L.,  et  ah. 

petition  that  city  buy  Vose's  grove  for  play-ground  for  Lower  Mills,  re- 
ferred to  park  commissioners  c  3S i  ;  petition,  proper  sewerage,  Dor- 
chester Lower  Milis  a  561 

Pierce,  John  D.,  et  ah. 

petition,  lamps,  Tollman  st.,  Nep.  a  633 

petition  that  water  be  furnished  Tolman  St.,  Nep.  a  633-report,  no  action 
necessary,  accepted  a  949  c  959 

Pierce,  John  W. 

appointed  undertaker  a  2f5S-confirmed  a  313 

Pierce,  Mary  A. 

sidewalk,  Clifton  St.,  petition  a  51,  536-granted  a  566;  sidewalk,  Dudley  St., 
petition  a  712-granted  a  727 

Pierce,  Nancy. 

sidewalk,  East  Sixth  St.,  petition  a  634-granted  a  693 

Pierce,  Samuel  B. 

sewer,  Fenton  and  Duncan  sts.,  petition  a  269 

lamps,  Granger  St.,  petition  a  9S3 

plank-walk,  Eastman  St.,  D.,  petition  a  1033-refused  a  1062 

Pierce,  Wallace  L.,  Trustee. 

coal-hole,  Huntington  ave.,  petition  a  9SS-granted  a  1010 

Pigeon,  H.,  &  Sons. 

electric  light,  Sumner  St.,  petition  a  735 

Piggeries.     (See  Health.) 
Pike,  Herbert  W. 

appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  212-confirmed  a  242;  appointed 
weigher  of  coal  a  268-confirmed  a  313 

Pike,  John  C,  Jr. 

bond  as  tollman,  East  Boston  ferries,  approved  a  ioiS 

Pike,  Leslie  A. 

appointed  inspector  of  hay  and  straw  a  26S-discussed  a  312,  313-rejected 

Pike,  Ordway,  &  Co. 

steam-engine,  Charlestown  St.,  petition  a  931-granted  a  9S6 

Pitman,  Geo. 

order  to  pay  land  damages,  relocation  of  Harvard  St.,  D.,  passed  a  87S 

Pitts  street. 

coasting  :  order  to  allow,  passed  a  51,  52 

electi-iclight  :  E.  B.  Badger  &  Son,   et  als.,  petition  a  753 

Play-grounds.     (See  Parks  and  Common,  etc.) 
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Pleasant  street,  Charlestown. 

poles  :  Charlestown  Gas  Co.,  petition  a  870-granted  a  S96 
Pleasant  street,  Dorchester. 

sewer  :  petition  a  459-order  for  hearing  a  499-hearing  a  534-grarited 
a  564 

Plimpton,  H.  M.  &  Co. 

steam-engine,  Pearl  St.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  161-hearing  a  236- 
granted  a  272 

Plummer,  J.  P.  &  D. 

petition  to  lay  steam-pipe,  John  St.  a  214 

Plummer,  Sarah  J. 

stable,  River  St.,  petition  a  920-granted  a  933 

Plummer's  Wharf. 

steam-engine :  Collins  &  Lee,  petition  a  34S-granted  a  372;  Wood 
Bros.,  petition  a  402-order  for  hearing  a  475-hearing  a  sot-refused 
a  566-granted  a  5SS 

Police  Courts.     (See  Police.) 
Police  Department. 

committee  :  appointed  a  57  c  65 

appropriation  :  request  of  board  for  an  additional  appropriation  for  in- 
crease of  salaries,  referred  to  finance  a  iS6-report  with  ordinances  rela- 
tive to,  accepted,  passed  c  204  a  214,  215 

Brighton  ambulance:  report  of  finance  on  communication  from 
board  of  police,  referred  as  unfinished  business  of  last  year  in  regard  to 
providing  an  ambulance,  recommending  reference  to  committee  on  ap- 
propriations a  13S  c  14S 

charitable  fund  :  annual  report  a  718 

claim :  petition  to  pay  administrators  of  Samuel  C.  Adams  certain 
sum  due  deceased  as  salary  and  emoluments  of  office  of  superintendent 
of  police  a  921-refused  a  932  c  95S 

cow  :  Patrick  Welch,  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  to  cow  a  983 

disposition  of  liquor-license  fees  :  ordinance  to  amend  chap.  15, 
Rev.  Ord.,  relating  to,  referred  to  finance  c  2S7~report  that  ordinance 
ought  to  pass,  accepted,  passed  a  342-discussed  c  360,  361-passed  c  361 

divisions  l-S  :  report  of  committee  on  police  on  order  of  last  year, 
setting  forth  necessity  for  stations,  with  order  to  include  in  estimates 
sum  sufficient  to  provide  new  sites  and  houses,  accepted,  passed  a  140- 
discussed  c  14S,  149-referred  to  committee  on  appropriations  c  149-report 
that  order  ought  to  pass,  accepted  a  iSS 

division  11:  order  that  the  board  of  police  include  in  estimates  sum 
sufficient  to  erect  stable,  passed  a  143  c  14s 

division  i:C  :  order  that  board  of  police  include  in  estimates  sum  suffi- 
cient to  provide  stable  for,  referred  to  committee  on  police  c  156-report 
of  committee  on  appropriations  that  order  ought  not  pass,  accepted  a  iSS 
c  194 

expenditures  :  order  that  the  committee  on  investigation  be  authorized 
to  investigate  the  expenditure  of  all  money  under  the  appropriation  for 
police  department,  passed  c  173  a  1S6 

fowls  :   (see  Fowls.) 

Houses  of  detention:  order  to  appoint  committee  to  inspect  a  676; 
order  to  take  such  measures  as  wiil  tend  to  the  improvement  of  the 
sanitary  condition  of,  referred  to  committee  on  police  c  Si  i-referred  to 
next  government  a  1062  c  1072;  communication  from  board  of  police 
requesting  old  school-house  East  St.,  be  transferred  to  police  department, 
order  to  transfer,  notice  calling  attention  to  the  necessity  of  providing 
means  a  921 

house-  watchmen  :  ordinance  to  amend  chap.  6,  Rev.  Ord.,  relating  to 
increase  of  salary,  referred  to  committee  on  police  c  255;  report,  asking 
to  be  relieved  from  further  consideration,  accepted  a  1063  c  1072 

inspector  of  pawnbrokers  :  ordinance  to  amend  chap.  6,  Rev. 
Ord.,  relating  to  increase  of  salary,  referred  to  committee  on  police  c  144- 
repwrt,  accepted,  ordinance  passed  a  640-discussed  a  669-671-assigned 
a  671  c  6S6 

investigation  of  board  :  order  to  investigate  board  of  police,  etc., 
specially  assigned  c  120-discussed  c  121-127-passed  c  127-committee  ap- 
pointed c  127  a  137 

investigation  in  connection  with  the  strike  :  order  that  com- 
mittee on  investigation  of  board  of  police  be  requested  to  report  upon 
eight  questions  relating  to  employment  of  police  during  strike  c  179- 
discussed  c  iSo-iS,$-releired  to  committee  on  police  c  1S3 

land,  Hay  1st 011  st.  :  petition  a  S23-report  referred  to  committee  on 
paving  a  S76  c  SS4~report  and  order  to  annex,  etc.,  accepted,  passed 
a  929- assigned  c  1005-passed  c  10S0 

licenses  for  blasting:  order  authorizing  the  captains  of  police  to 
issue  licenses  for  blasting,  passed  a  353 

matrons:  report  of  committee  on  police  on  the  message  of  the  mayor, 
referred  as  unfinished  business  of  last  year,  relating  to  the  employment 
of  women  attendants  in  station-houses,  recommending  reference  to 
board  of  police,  accepted  a  140  c  14S;  communication  from  commissioners 
relating  to,  with  order  establishing  salaries  a  477,  47S-referred  to  finance 
a  47S-report  with  order,  accepted,  passed  a  674;  communication  from 
mayor,  transmitting  communication  from  police  commissioners  relating 
to,  referred  to  committee  on  finance  a  613-hearing  a  734;  communica- 
tion from  mayor  transmitting  communication  from  assistant  attorney 
general  relating  to,  referred  to  finance  c  7So-report,  no  action  necessary, 
recommitted  aS49J  ordinance  establishing  salaries,  discussed  c  85.1-858- 
passed  c  S5S  aS;t 


POLICE   DEPARTMENT 


POST 


Police  Department,  continued. 

patrol  wagon  House:  communication  from  commissioners  relative 
to,  with  order  to  erect  building  for,  in  police  division  15,  passed 
a  100S  c  1 01 3 

pay  of  patrolmen:  ordinance  to  amend  chap.  6,  Rev.  Ord.,  relating 
to,  referred  to  committee  on  police  a  79-report,  discussed,  accepted,  or- 
dinance passed  a  140-discussed,  passed  c  154-report,  accepted,  ordinance 
passed,  a  640-discussed  a  609-671-assigned  a  671  c  6S6 

pay  of  sergeants  :  ordinance  to  amend  chap.  6,  Rev.  Ord.,  in  relation 
to,  referred  to  committee  on  police  c  81-report,  accepted,  discussed,  or- 
dinance passed  a  140  c  154 

pay  of  lieutenants  and  inspectors  :  ordinance  to  amend  sects. 
1-2  of  chap.  6,  Rev.  Ord,  relating  to,  referred  to  committee  on  police 
c  59-rePort.  accepted,  discussed,  passed  a  140-discussed  c  152-154-passed 
c  '54 

pay  of  chief  inspector  :  ordinance  to  amend  chap.  6,  Rev.  Ord.,  re- 
lating to,  referred  to  committee  on  police  c  173 

pay  of  superintendent,  deputy  superintendent,  clerk,  etc.  : 
ordinance  to  amend  chap.  6,  Rev.  Ord.,  relating  to  increase  of  salary, 
referred  to  committee  on  police  c  144;  communication  establishing  sal- 
aries of  superintendent,  deputy  superintendent,  chief  inspector,  superin- 
tendent's clerk,  property  clerk,  referred  to  committee  on  police  a  1S6; 
communication  from  commissioners,  transmitting  approval,  etc.  a  215 
c  224;  communication  from  commissioners  non-concurring  in  chap.  4, 
Rev.  Ord.,  relating  to,  taking  effect  May  1,  discussed,  referred  to  com- 
mittee on  ordinances  a  272-report  that  ordinance  ought  to  pass,  assigned 
a  64C-discussed  a  669-671 -assigned  a  671-assigncd  a  697-discussed, 
assigned  a  718-amended,  discussed,  passed  a  764-discussed  c  772,  773- 
vvent  over  c  773-discussed  c  817  Sici-indefinitely  postponed  c  S19  a  S24 

salaries  :  report  of  committee  on  ordinances,  that  ordinances  relating 
to  are  null  and  void  c  37c  a  375;  ordinances  relating  to  increase  salaries 
of  superintendent,  assistant  inspector,  deputy  superintendent,  property 
clerk,  clerk  of  superintendent,  referred  to  committee  on  ordinances 
a  829-report  with  ordinances  in  new  draft  relating  to  superintendent, 
accepted,  passed  a  S32  S53-discussed  c  S62-S65-passed  c  S65;  report  of 
committee  on  ordinances  on  assistant  inspector  of  police,  passed  c  S67; 
notice  from  commissioners  concurring  in  salaries  a  923  c  95S 

police  courts  :  order  to  petition  legislature  for  such  alterations  in 
the  acts  establishing  police  courts  as  will  provide  to  have  criminal 
cases  tried  in  each  station,  referred  to  committee  on  ordinances  c  S54- 
report  accepted,  passed  a  S94 

police  signal  system  :  order  to  allow  and  pay  bills  on  account  of 
introduction  and  maintenance  of,  passed  a  674-referred  to  finance  c  6SS; 
report  ol  finance,  accepted,  order  passed  c  703;  Gamwell  Fire  alarm 
Tel.  Co.,  permission  granted,  list  of  locations  given,  etc.  a  746,  747; 
order  to  remove  station  corner  of  Gloucester  and  Newbury  sts.,  dis- 
cussed, passed  a  779;  petitions  for  removal  of  boxes  in  certain  places, 
discussed  a  79S,  799-referred  to  committee  on  electric  wires  a  799; 
order  to  remove  station,  Boylston  St.,  assigned  c  So9-discussed,  re- 
ferred to  committee  on  police  c  Sn-report,  no  action  necessary  a  1062 
c  1072;  James  M.  Ballard  et  als.,  petition,  removal  box,  Bennett  St. 
a  823;  C,  H.  Dill,  2d,  petition,  removal  signal-box,  Eliot  St.  a  842; 
Miss  M.  F.  Fisk  et  als.,  petition,  removal  box,  West  st.  a  S42 ; 
Kelley  &  Durkee,  petition,  removal  signal-box  a  S70;  report,  with 
orders  to  remove,  accepted,  passed  a  S77 ;  Gamwell  Fire  Alarm  Tel. 
Co.,  petition  to  locate  a  S9i-granted  a  896-discussed  c  903-910-granted 
C909;  E.  B.  Hayden  el  als,,  petition,  removal  box,  Clarendon  st.  a  921- 
granted  a  934 

police  station  IVo.  9  :  petition,  enlargement  a  752-report,  no  action 
necessary  a  1009  c  1013;  order  that  portion  of  lot  of  engine  No.  12 
be  annexed  to  station  9,  passed  a  766-discussed,  referred  to  committee 
on  fire  department  c  771-report  and  order  passed  c  7S4 

railroad  police  :  Old  Colony  R.R.  Co.,  petition  for  appointment  of, 
referred  to  committee  on  police  with  instruction  to  obtain  opinion  of 
corporation  counsel  a  483-report  with  opinion  of  corporation  counsel 
a  640,  641-accepted  a  641-appointcd  a  71S,  726 

reserve  jjolice  force  :  order  to  appoint  100  men  as  authorized 
by  chap  177,  Acts  1SS7,  passed  c  381  a  402-communication  from  police 
commissioners  relating  to  c  3S1  a  402 

retired  list:  F.  Pease  el  als,  petition  in  aid  of  Thomas  Johnston 
being  put  on  retired  list  a  5S6 

robberies  :  order  to  furnish  complete  statement  of  all  robberies  re- 
ported during  last  six  months,  etc.,  assigned  c  1012-discussed  c  1025- 
1027-referred  to  committee  on  police  c  1027-amendud  a  1034-indefinitcly 
postponed  a  1062  c  1072 

stable  :  Forest  St.,  petition  a  S23;  City  square,  petition  a  1033-granted 
a  1066 

steamboat  police  :  appointed  a  661 

steam-engine  :   Boylston  St.,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934 

street-names:  ordinance  to  amend  (chap.  26)  relating  to,  referred  to 
committee  on  police  a  594-report,  referred  to  next  government  a  1062 
c  1072 

street-peddlers  :  order  that  police  commissioners  prevent  the  blocking 
of  streets  by,  passed  c  255  a  271 

vacation  pay  :  order  to  make  up  pay-rolls  so  that  police  and  other  em- 
ployees shall  receive  pay  before  starting  on  vacation,  etc.,  passed  c  700, 
a  716 

Polimer,  S.  D. 

petition  to  box  tree,  Broadway  a  105-granted  a  139 

Pollard,  Georgianna,  et  als. 

preamble  and  order  for  hearing  on  order  to  take  land,  Dorchester,  foi 
sewer  purposes,  passed  a  720-hearing  a  724-resolve  and  order,  passed 
a  727 


Pollard,  L. 

petition  for  conveyance  of  estate,  Church  St.,  to  him  a  241-report,  with 
order,  accepted,  passed  a  341- discussed,  passed  c  360 

Pollin,  T.,  et  als. 

remonstrance  against  granting  Metropolitan  R.R.  Co.,  location  in  Lenox 
St.,  and  asking  hearing  a  185 

Polling  Places.     {See  Elections  and  Wardo.) 
Polsey,  Mary  E. 

edgestoncs,  Waumbeck  St.,  petition  a  536 

Pond,  James  T. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Pond  avenue  and  Chestnut  street,  West  Roxbury. 

sewer  :  petition  to  construct  and  maintain  a  31  i-refused  a  1063 

Pond  street. 

poles  :  New  England  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Co.,  petition  to  erect 
a  561-granted  a  719 

Pool,  John  H. 

petition,  compensation,  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs,  granted  3140 

Poor,  Geo.  H.,  Trustee,  et  als. 

petition,  sewer,  Chipman  st.  a  536 

Poor. 

committee  :  appointed  a  57  c  65 

annual  report:   (C  D.  S4)  a  5SS  c  598 

overseers:  Samuel   D.    Sawin,    Win.  J.   Welch,    Isaac    T.   Campbell, 

Thomas  Downey,  Jr.  appointed  a  157-conrirmcd  a  1S6 
quarterly  reports  :  a  141  C147;  a  477  c  506;  a  736  c  769;  a  932  c  958 

Pope,  Alexander. 

report  on  petition  for  canvas  sign,  Washington  St.,  no  action  necessary 
a  139 

Pope  street. 

stable  :  G.  F.  Damon,  petition  a  725-granted  a  737 

Pope's  Hill  street,  Dorchester. 

coasting  :  order  to  allow,  passed  a  52 

Poplar  street. 

claims:  Sarah  J.  Restell,  personal  injuries,  refused  a  251  c  256;  order  to 
pay  Andrew  J.  Church  certain  sum  for  defective  tax-deed,  referred  to 
committee  on  claims  a  1010  c  10S0 

sewer  :  petition  a  536 

Poplar  street,  West  Roxbury. 

building  :  John  Quirk,  petition  to  move  a  536-granted  a  566 
edgestones  :  petition  a  5S7 

sewer  :  petition  a  536-order  for  hearing  a  590-hearing  a  613-granted  a  637  : 
Putterill  &  Killian,  petition,  compensation  for  extra  work  a  662 

Port  Physician.     (See  Health.) 
Porter,  Horace  L. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Porter,  James. 

petition,  bulkhead  in  sidewalk,  Border  st.  a  51-granted  a  114 

Porter,  John  W. 

stable  Adams  St.,  D.,  petition  a  347-granted  a  373 

Porter,  Sarah  W. 

stable,  Elm  Hill  ave.,  petition  a  691-grantcd  a  719 

Porter  street. 

numbering  :  renumbering  ordered  a  S76 

Portland  street. 

cellar  :  James  W.  Tufts,  petition  to  construct  a  311-granted  a  376 
widening  :  order  to  pay  James  W.  Tufts  damages,  passed  a  766 

Portuguese  Fishermen. 

order  for  mayor  to  let  at  certain  rental  the  island  Great  Brewster  to  Portu- 
guese who  were  obliged  to  vacate  premises  at  Long  Island,  passed 
a  766  c  771-cominunication  from  mayor  relative  to,  assigned  a  77S-order 
rejected  a  S01 

Post,  Anthony  C. 

stable,  Washington  st.,  petition  a  734-granted  a  746 

Post,  Bernard  F. 

stable,  Bailey  St.,  petition  a  735-granted  a  746 
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Post,  Peter  G. 

stable,  AVashington  St.,  W.  R.,  petition  a  734-granted  a  746 

Post,  William  S. 

bond  as  constable  approved  a  1S7 

Potter,  A.  S. 

sidewalk,  Huntington  ave.,  petition  a  241-granted  a  462;  edgestones  and 
sidewalk,  St.  Charles  st.,  petition  a  743-granted  a  762 

Potter,  J.  O. 

petition,  compensation  for  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs,  granted  a  140 

Potter,  S.  Allen. 

,  stable,  Warren  st.,  R.,  petition  a  743-granted  a  75S 

Potter,  Silas. 

order  to  pay  land  damages,  widening  Warren  St.,  discussed,  passed  a  252, 
253 

Potter,  Silas,  and  F.  J.  Ward,  Trustee. 

petition,  sewer,  Cleveland  st.  a  753 

Potter  street. 

sidewalk  :  granted  a  991 
Poultry.     (See  Fowls.) 
Pound-keepers.     (See  Field-Drivers,  etc.) 
Powderly,  Terence  V. 

order  for  mayor  to  extend  hospitalities  of  the  city  to,  on  his  visit  to  Bos- 
ton, discussed  c  574-577-passed  c  577  a  5S8 

Powell,  James. 

petition,  bootblack  stand,  Beach  st.  a  S70 

Power,  Elmer. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Ottawa  St.,  petition  a  776-granted  a  802 

Power,  J.  P. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Ottawa  St.,  granted  a  802 

Power  street. 

steam-engine  :  O.  M.  Whitman  &  Co.,  petition  and  order  for  hear- 
ing a  735-hearing  a  751-granted  a  877 

Powers  of  City  Council.     (See  City  Council.) 

Powers,  Cassius  C,  Councilman,  Ward  21. 

qualified. :  page  2 

appointed:  committee  on  Stony  brook  c  50;  public  buildings,  sewers, 
Stony  brook,  judiciary  c  65,  66;  fourth  of  July  c  325 

remarks  :  old  Franklin  school -house  c  266;  draw-tenders'  salaries  C290; 
assistant  clerk  of  committees  c  294;  personal  explanation  c  85S;  holiday, 
state  and  municipal  elections  c  915,  916;  sewer  appropriation  c  960,  961, 
1032;  trees  c  1013;  House  of  Detention  for  Women  c  1013;  robberies 
c  1026;  last  meeting  c  1059;  incidental  and  contingent  bills  c  1073,  1074 

Powers,  Edward  J.,  Councilman,  Ward  14. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed  :  committee  on  badges  c   12;  common  and  public  grounds, 

public  library,  badges  c  65,  66;  fourth  of  July  c  325 
remarks  :  Martin  claim  c  705 

Powers,  Richard. 

edgestones  and  s'dewalk,  Paris  St.,  petition  a  S71 

Prang,  Louis,  ct  ah. 

petition  that  city  defray  portion  of  expense  of  watering  Centre  st.  a  372 

Pratt,  Isaac,  Jr. 

petition  to  be  compensated  for  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs  a  51-granted 
a  340;  sewer,  Condor  st.,  petition  a  586 

Pratt,  Isaac  C,  Jr.,  Henry  E.  Jones. 

order  to  abate  sewer  assessment,  Linden  St.,  passed  a  618;  sewer  assess- 
ment, Linden  St., .abated  a  694 

Pratt,  Laban. 

sidewalk,  Walnut  St.,  petition  a  725-granted  a  738 

Pratt  street. 

edgestones  :  petition  a  614, 661-granted  a  640 
grade,  etc. :  petition  a  614-granted  a  640 

Pray,  John  H.,  Sons  &  Co.,  ct  ah. 

petition  to  straighten  and  widen  Essex  St.  a  185 
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Preble  street. 

laying  out  and  accepting  :  order  that  the  street  commissioners  in- 
clude in  estimates  sum  sufficient  for,  referred  to  committee  on  appropri- 
ations c  173 

Precinct  Officers.     (See  Elections.) 
Prentiss  street. 

building:  G.  F.  Burkhardt,  petition  for  consideration  of  the  matter  of 

condition  of  building  a  135-refused  a  190 
sidewalk  :  petition  a  311-granted  a  617 
stable  :  Andreas  Blume,  petition  a  931-withdrawn  3991 

Preparation  for  a  Thaw.     {See  Health.) 
Prescott,  M.  F. 

iron  pipe,  Howard  St.,  granted  a  933 

Prescott,  Wm.  A. 

sidewalk,  Columbus  ave.,  petition  a  931-granted  a  947 

Prescott  street. 

grading  :  order  to  grade  a  674 

Prescott  street,  East  Boston. 

sidewalk  :  petition  aSgi 
President  of  Common  Council.     {See  Common  Council.) 
Prevention  of  Fires  on  Beacon  Hill.     {See  Beacon  Hill.) 
Priest,  John  T. 

-    appointed  assistant  city  clerk  a  76  c  S2 

Princeton  street. 

steam-engine:  Mrs.  Ellen  James,  petition  a  932-granted  a  992;  Frank 
Evans,  petition  a  9S9 -granted  a  1009 

Prindle,  Mary  A. 

petition  that  restrictions  and  conditions  on  estate,  Tremont  St.,  be    an- 
nulled c  769-granted  a  S26  c  S39 
cellar,  West  Springfield  st.,  petition  a  $70-granted  a  9S6 

Printing  Department. 

committee  :  appointed  a  57  c  65 

superintendent :  Thomas  J.  Lane  appointed  a  21-confirmed  a  54 

annual  report  :   (CD.  26)  a  in  c  11S 

annual  reports  :  order  authorizing  heads  of  departments  to  report  in 
print  c  26  a  52 

contract:  petition  of  Charles  G.  Wilkins  et  als.,  members  of  Boston 
Typographical  Union,  that  the  contract  for  printing  be  not  given  to  any 
person  who  refuses  to  pay  the  recognized  Union  scale  of  prices  for  said 
work,  etc.,  referred  to  committee  on  printing  c  81,  82— report  with  order 
c  62S-630-passed  c  630  a  634 

digest  of  the  building  law:  order  to  print  1,000  copies,  etc.,  passed 
a  749  c  771 

municipal  register  :  order  for  superintendent  of  printing  to  prepare, 
under  the  direction  of  the  joint  committee  on  rules  and  orders,  passed 
c  1 1  a  23 

official  report  :  topics  in  mayor's  address  relating  to,  referred  c  101 
a  106,  report  (CD.  S9J  c  ^6y,569-accepted,  order  ordered  to  second  reading 
c  569-discussed  c  604-61  o-order  rejected,  reconsidered,  assigned  c  609- 
discussed  c  627,  62S-passed  c  62S-specialIy  assigned  a  634-indefmitely 
postponed  a  66q;  order  to  continue  present  con  tract  until  otherwise  ordered, 
and  to  advertise  for  proposals  etc.,  discussed  a  674,  675-passed  a  675- 
discussed  c  6S6,  6S7-amended,  passed  c  6S7,  6SS;  order  tor  committee  to 
contract  for  one  year  for  reporting  and  publishing  proceedings,  etc., 
discussed  c  699,  700-passed  c  700  a  716;  report  of  committee  with  com- 
munication from  city  solicitor  relating  to,  accepted,  ordered  printed 
a  737  c  7S4;  order  for  committee  to  continue  present  contract,  etc., 
amended,  board  adhered  to  former  action  a  692-indehnitely  postponed 
c  709  a  716 

old  State-house  memorial  :  order  for  clerk  of  committees  to  have 
prepared  1500  copies,  etc.,  referred  to  committee  on  printing  c  467-report, 
accepted  c  59S-order  passed  c  659  discussed,  passed  a  666 

ordinances  for  18SO  :  order  that  the  superintendent  of  printing,  under 
the  direction  of  the  committee  on  printing,  be  directed  to  publish  an 
edition  of  the  ordinances  passed  in  1SS6,  passed  c  [9  a  23 

printing  of  bills  against  the  city  :  order  that  committee  on  print- 
ing consider  expediency  of,  discussed,  indefinitely  postponed  a  379 

record  of  controverted  election  cases  :  order  that  the  committee 
on  elections  be  requested  to  prepare  and  cause  to  be  printed  a  record  of 
all  controverted  elections  to  the  common  council,  to  be  charged  to  print- 
ing, passed  c  26 

topics  in  mayor's  address  :  relating  to  printing  of  official  report,  re- 
ferred to  committee  c  101  a  106 

volume  of  statutes  :  order  that  committee  on  printing  include  in  re- 
print all  legislation  passed  in  1SS7,  and  all  additions  which  they  deem 
advisable,  and  to  expend  certain  sum  in  preparation,  etc.,  passed  a  764 
c  771 ;  order  to  expend  certain  sum  in  preparation  of  index  for,  discussed, 
c  1021-amended,  discussed,  passed  a  1033,  1034  c  104S 

Prior,  W.  K.  &  Co. 

steam-engine,  M  st.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  ioiC-hearing  a  10S9- 
granted  a  1094 
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Prison.     (See  Courts.) 
Prison  Point. 

electric  light :  D.  W.  Sanborn  et  als.,  petition  a  5S6 

Proceedings  of  City  Council.    (See  City  Council  and  Print- 

ing.) 
Proceedings  of  City  Council. 

correction  of  records  :  c  1007 
Proctor  Bros.  &  Billings. 

petition  to  water  certain  streets  in  city  proper  a  241-granted  a  373 

Proctor,  Thomas  P. 

land  damages,  Paul  Gore  St.,  ordered  paid  a  695 

Proctor  &  Mansfield. 

petition,  license  Grand  Opera  House  a  1015-granted  a  1035 

Proposed  Play-ground  for  Athletic  Sports.     (See  Parks.) 
Proprietors  India  Wharf. 

sidewalk,  Atlantic  ave.,  granted  a  S75 

Proprietors  of  Forest  Hills  Cemetery  Association. 

petition  for  use  of  parcel  of  land  for  burial  purposes  a  34S-granted  a  373 

Prospect  avenue,  "West  Roxbury. 

sewer  :  petition  a743 

Prospect  street. 

coal-Holes  :  H.  G.  O.  Chase,  petition  a  S42-granted  a  S76 
stable  :  Geo.  D.  Hall,  petition  a  74-granted  a  112 

Protection  of  Boston  Common.     (See  Common,  etc.) 
Provan,  Robert. 

remarks  :  contested  election,  Ward  15  c  34-36 

Providence  street. 

cellar  :  J.  G.  Cooper,  petition  a  S23-granted  a  9S6 

Provisions,  Inspection  of. 

iuspector  :  Wm.  Mackin  appointed  a  21-confirmed  a  53 

Public  Ambulance.     (Sec  Ambulance.) 

Public  Buildings.      (See  Buildings,  Public.) 

Public  Garden.     (See  Common  and  Public  Grounds.) 

Public  Institutions.     (See  Institutions,  Public.) 

Public  Instructions.     (See  Schools.) 

Public  Lands.      (See  Lands,  Public.) 

Public  Library.     (See  Library,  Public.) 

Public  Parks.     (See  Parks,  Public.) 

Public  Works,  Board  of. 

order  that  the  committee  on  legislative  matters  be  directed  to  appear 
before  the  committee  on  cities,  and  oppose  the  establishment  of  board  of 
public  works  discussed,  passed  a  464 

Pulsifer,  David. 

resolve  of  thanks  for  valuable  gift  of  volume  of  old  court  records  to  the 
city  a  741  C770 

Purchase  street. 

claims:  Wm.  L.  Cushing  heirs,  order  to  release  all  rights,  titles,  etc., 
passed  a  1066  c  10S0 

land  :   B.  Cushing  et  a/s.,  petition  for  conveyance  of  a  1016 

sidewalk  :  J.  M.  &  S.  Q^  Currier,  petition  a  241 ;  petition  a  33S-granted 
a  672 

steam-engine:  James  S.  Stone,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  161  — 
hearing  a  236-granted  a  272-permit  rescinded  a  S97  ;  Golding  &  Co.,  peti- 
tion and  order  for  hearing  a  26S-hcaring  a  345-granted  a  372;  Win. 
Swift,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  1016-granted  a  1094 

Puritan  avenue,  Dorchester. 

stable  :  J.  Paine,  petition  a  241-granted  a  275 

Putnam,  Mrs.  A.  M. 

petition  to  trim  tree,  Dale  st.  a  310 


Putnam,  Henry  W. 

appointed  commissioner  of  public  cemeteries  a  51-confirmed  a  76 

Putnam,  Mattie  A, 

petition,  personal  injuries,  Meridian  St.  a  371 

Putnam,  S.  S.,  Jr. 

stable,  Neponset  ave.,  D-,  petition  a  241-granted  a  275 
Putnam,  Wm.  S.,  et  ah.,  Trustees. 

coal-holes,  Congress  St.,  petition  a  797-granted  a  S27 

Putnam  street,  East  Boston. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk  :  petition  a  743 

land  adjoining  reservoir  :  K.  McPherson  et  als.,  petition  for  city 
to  purchase  a  691 

Putterill  &  Killian. 

petition,  compensation  for  work  on  sewers  a  4S3,  662-granted  a  671,  672 

Pynchon  street. 

building  :  A.  Zeigler,  petition'to  erect  a  743 
stable  :  Met.  R.R.  Co.,  petition  a  347-grantcd  a  373 


Q  street. 

building  :  S.B.  R.R.  Co.,  petition  to  erect  a  402-granted  a  543  c  557 
edgestones  and  sidewalk:  petition  a  920-granted  a  933 
nuisance  :  report  of  finance,  no  further  action  necessary  on   request  of 
last  year  of  board  of  health  for  an  appropriation  for  that  purpose,  ac- 
cepted a  112  c  11S 

Queen  Kapiolani.     (See  Distinguished  Visitors.) 
Questions  of  Privilege. 

a  73,  74,  104,  105,  a  339,  421-423, 476  c  505,  506,  612,  64664S,  S66,  S67 

Quigley,  Wm.  H.. 

order  to  pay  land  damages  by  laying  out  Sackville  St.  a  77 
petition,  license  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  a  241-granted  a  373 

Quincy,  Edmund. 

petition,  damages  to  horse  and  carriage,  Dover  St.,  refused  a  251  c  257 

Quincy  Market.     (See  Markets.) 
Quincy  street. 

bridge:    N.Y.  &  N.E.  R  R.  Co.,  petition  to    rebuild    abutments  a  401- 
granted   a  593   c  6S5;    referred   to  committee    on  bridges  c  6Ss-report 
accepted,  order  passed  c  723 
improvements  :  James  D.  Thomson  el  als.,  petition  a  371 
stable:     Frederick  J.    Metzger,  petition   a  743-granted   a    757;    James 
Kenney,  petition  a  753-granted  a  777 

Quinlan,  John,  et  als. 

petition  to  lay  out  Canal  bank  and  Sewall's  court,  C,  as  public  streets,  re- 
ferred to  committee  on  laying  out  and  widening  streets  c  27-report  in- 
expedient c  235  a  242 

Quinn,  James. 

sidewalk,  A  St.,  petition  a  776 

Quinn,  Maurice  and  Mary  Ann. 

order  to  pay  land  damages,  laying  out  Sackville  St.,  passed  a  141 

Quirk,  John. 

petition  to  move  building,  Williams  St.  a  135-granted  a  162;  petition  to 
move  building,  Cambridge  St.,  B.,  granted  a  314;  petition  to  move 
building,  Poplar  St.,  W.R.  a  536-granted  a  566;  petition  to  move  build- 
ing, Washington  St.,  W.R.  a  614- granted  a  640;  moving  building, 
Burroughs  St.,  granted  a  S2S 

Quirk,  Pierce. 

petition,  damages  to  estate,  Parsons  St.,  B.  a  269-refused  a  341  c  355 


Rafferty,  John. 

personal  injuries,  I  st.,  refused  a  251  c  256 
Railroad  Franchises.     (See  Legislative  Matters.) 
Railroad  Police.     (Sec  Different  Railroad  Companies.) 
Railroad  Tracks  in  East  Boston.     (See  East  Boston.) 

Railroads,  Steam.     (See  Steam  Railroads.) 
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RAILROADS 


RESERVOIRS 


Railroads,  Street.     (See  Street  Railroads.) 

Rainsford  Island  Hospital.     (See  Institutions,  Public.) 

Rand,  O.  J.,  et  ate. 
sewer,  Parker  St.,  C,  petition  a  614 

Rand,  W.  S. 

sidewalk,  Xewbury  St.,  petition  a  931-granted  a  947 

Rand  street. 

edgestones  :  assessment  of  Eliza  Inglis  abated  a-giT,  E.  L.  McMasters 

assessment  abated  a  9S7 
edgestones  and  sidewalk:    petition  a  269-granted    a  693;    petition 

a  725-granted  a  762,  S46 

Randall,  Geo.  B. 

steam-engine,  Union  park,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  402-hearing 
a  4S2-granted  a  566 

Randall,  S.  A. 

petition,  compensation  for  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs  a  135-granted  a  340 

Randolph,  Peter. 

order  to  pay  land  damages,  laying  out  Sackville  St.,  passed  a  344 

Rankin,  Edward  B. 

appointed  director  of  public  institutions  a  21-assigned  a  52-confirmed  a  76  j 

Rankin,  H.  B. 

edgestones  arid  sidewalk,  Lowland  St.,  petition  a79S-granted  a  S46;Xinth 

St.,  petition  a  79S-granted  a  S46 
petition  to  close  Lowland  St.  a  S24-granted  a  S47 

Ratcliffe,  Wm. 

steam-engine,  Huntington  ave.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  161-hear- 
ing  a  236-granted  a  272 

Ratsheskey,  Asher. 

petition  to  construct  cellar,  Merrimac  St.,  a  33S-refused  a  460 
bay-window,  Shawmut  ave.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  744-hearing 
a  751-refused  a  S05 

Ray,  Geo.  P. 

appointed  measurer  of  grain  a  212-confirmed  a  243 
Raymond,  Charles  E. 

petition,  to  excavate  under  sidewalk,  Commercial  St.  a  891 

Rayner,  John,  Trustee. 

iron  covering,  Elm  St.,  granted  a  593 

Rayner,  Thomas. 

stable,  Sixth  St.,  petition  a  725-refused  a  746 

Read,  John. 

petition,  sewer,  Hamilton  court  a  725 

Reade,  John. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Reagan,  Ellen,  et  ate. 

edgestones,  Bolton  St.,  petition  a  536 

Reardon,  D.  A. 

coal-hole,  Bower  St.,  granted  a  673 

sidewalk,  Bower  St.,  petition  a  735-granted  a  77S 

Reardon,  Michael  J. 

order  to  pay  land  damages,  Washington  St.,  D.,  passed  a  IC95 

Reception  of  General  Paine  and  Edward  Burgess.    (Sec 
Paine,  Gen.,  etc.) 

Record  Commissioners. 

ordinances  :  ordinance  to  amend  chap.  35,  Rev.  Ord.,  referred  to  com- 
mittee on  ordinances  c  Ss4-report,  accepted,  passed  a  S94,  S95  c  910 

reports:  16th  report,  containing  Boston  town  records  troin  1758101769 
coo  a  75;  order  authorizing  commissioners  to  continue  work  of  publi- 
cation of  town  records  and  selectmen's  minutes,  etc.,  passed  c  155  a  161 

Record  of  Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths.   (See  Registrar, 

City.)  ° 

Reddish,  Michael  H.,  et  ate. 

electiic  light,  Winslow  St.,  petition  8535 


Redesdale  street. 

stables:  H.  Ringer,  petition  a  161-granted  a  1S9;  Samuel  Appleton, 
petition  a  753-granted  a  77S 

Redhouse,  Wm.  H.,  et  ate. 

sewer,  Eastburn  St.,  B.,  petition  a  161 

Reed,  Andrew  A. 

sidewalk,  Clifton  St.,  petition  a  475-granted  a  543 

Reed  Bros.  &  Sawin,  et  ate. 

petition  to  straighten  Rutherford  ave.,  a^£S;  lamps,  Shurtleff  court,  peti- 
tion a  945 

Reed,  F.  O.  &  J.  P. 

stables,  Arlington  ave.,  C,  petition  a  401-granted  a  479;  petition  to  build 
two  buildings,  Arlington  ave.,  C,  a  402-laid  on  table  a543~refused  a  567 
C57i 

Reed,  Fred. 

lamps,  Boylston  St.,  petition  a  753 

Reed  street. 

sewers  :  ordered  a  1S7 

Refreshments    and    Carriage-hire.     (See    Contingent    Ex- 
penses.) 

Regent  court. 

lamp  :  W.  D.  Kelly  et  ats.,  petition  a  402 

Regent  street. 

sidewalk  :  petition  a  824 

Regiments.     (See  Armories.) 

Register,  Municipal.     (See  Municipal  Register.) 
Registrar,  "Water.     (Sec  Water  Registrar.) 
Registrar,  City,  Department  of. 

committee  :  appointed  a  5S  c  66 

city  registrar:  N.  A.  Apollonio,  appointed  a  21-confirmed  a  54 

animal  report :  (CD.  100)  c  703  a  713 

1;  ill  lis.  marriages,  and  deaths  :  report  for  year  1SS6  a  1S7  c  193 

burying  grounds  :  ordinance  relative  to  care  of,  referred  to  com- 
mittee on  ordinances  c  767 

clerk-liire  :  order  that  the  appropriation  committee  include  in  appro- 
priation for  department,  certain  sum  to  be  divided  among  male  clerks,  as 
compensation  for  extra  work,  referred  to  committee  on  appropriations 
c  2SS;  order  to  transfer  from  reserved  fund  certain  sum  for  extra  com- 
pensation, referred  to  finance  c  646-report  of  finance  with  order  in  new 
draft,  accepted,  passed  c  701,  703  a  717 

consolidation  :  order  to  consolidate  with  board  of  health,  passed 
aiC95 

Registrars  of  Voters.     (See  Voters.) 
Reilly,  Edward  P.,  Councilman,  "Ward  5. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed  :  committee  on  bridges,  city  auditor's  department,  health, 
legislative  affairs,  laying  out  and  widening  streets  c  64-66:  contingent 
expenses  c  155;  seventeenth  of  June  c  2SS 

remarks:  limit  of  taxation  and  borrowing  c  SS;  limit  of  taxation  and 
indebtedness  c  101,  102;  widening  Ruthertord  ave..  c  194;  draw-tender, 
Maiden  bridge  c  225;  permanent  employment  of  laborers  in  paving  de- 
partment c  233,  234  ;  draw-tender's  salary  c  2S0,  200;  permanent  basis  for 
paving  department  c  297,29s;  new  Cambridge  bridge  c  359;  appropri- 
ation bill  c  428,  430,  431,  438,441;  Boyiston  St.  widening  C466;  enter- 
tainment of  Hon.  Wm.  O'Brien  c  554.  555 :  next  meeting  c  610;  personal 
explanation  c  S58;  South  bay  c  959;  bridge  appropriation  c  1070 

Removal    of   Snow    and    Ice  from  Gutters    and  Sewer 
Openings.     (See    Streets.) 

Removal  of  Snow  and  Slush.     (Sec  Health.) 

Reneham,  Peter. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Reno,  Jessie  W. 

petition,  personal  injuries,  Devonshire  St.  a  311 

Reporters, 
seats  :  motion  to  allow  J.  W.  Powers  and   M.   R.  Gorden   use  of  two 
vacant  seals,  discussed,  ruled  cut  of  order  c  130 

Representation  from  "Wards  22  and  25.     (Sec  Wards  22 
and  25.) 


Reservoirs.     (See  Water.) 
(01) 


RESTELL 


ROBERTSON 


Restell,  Sarah  J. 

personal  injuries,  Poplar  St.,  refused  a  251  c  256 

Returns,  Election.  (See  Elections.) 
Returns  of  Votes.  (See  Elections.) 
Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  R.R. 

building  :  John  Soley,  moving,  granted  a  593 

Reynolds,  Edward. 

bay-window,  Blue  Hill  ave.,  hearing  a  775-granted  a  S29 

Rhodes,  George  W. 

petition,  personal  injuries  a  753-refused  a  877  c  S84 

Rhodes,  Mary  E.,  et  ah. 

lamps,  Allbright  court,  D.,  petition  a  945 

Rich,  Isaac  B. 

license,  Mollis  st.  theatre,  granted  a  803 
steam-engine,  Howard  St.,  petition  a  92c-granted  a  934 

Rich,  Sewall  W. 

stable,  Allston  St.,  D.,  petition  a  775-granted  a  803 

Richards,  A.  M. 

petition  to  move  building,  Dudley  St.,  a  372-granted  a  407;  moving  build- 
ing, Blue  Hill  ave.,  granted  a  762 

Richards,  C.  A. 

petition  that  the  large  clock  corner  Northampton  St.  be  lighted  and  cared 
for  by  the  city  a  775-report,  referring  to  fire  commissioners  a  S03  c  812- 
report  inexpedient  a  987  c  905 

Richards,  S. 

petition  to  move  building,  Lawrence  St.,  C,  granted  a  762 

Richards,  Wm.  R.,  Councilman,  Ward  11. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed:  committee  on  overseer  of  the  poor, public  library,  registrar's 
department  c  65,  66 

remarks:  eight-hour  law  c  30;  Ward  4  contested  election  c  44-46; 
special  architect  for  new  public-library  building  c  63;  investigation 
of  board  of  police  c  124;  police  salaries  c  153;  transfers  of  sinking-fund 
c  171  ;  market  leases  c  179;  salaries  of  assistant  inspectors  c  199; 
McGaragle  claim  c  25S,  259,  261 ;  McCormick  estate  c  264,  265;  assistant 
clerk  of  committees  c  292;  permanent  basis  for  paving  department 
c  298;  protection  of  trees  on  common  c  301;  new  school-house,  South 
Boston  c  334,365,  36S,  369,390;  tracks  on  the  new  Cambridge  bridge 
c  385;  appropriation  bill  c  431,  455;  next  meeting  c  451;  Boylston-st. 
widening  c  466,  467;  charges  for  railroad  franchises  c  470,  471;  Heath-st. 
gravel  bank  c  507  ;  salary  of  cemetery  commissioners  c  509,510;  Roxbury 
high-school  site  c  516,  517;  city  council  of  Philadelphia  c  551;  enter- 
tainment of  Editor  O'Brien  c  573;  use  of  Faneuil  hall  by  queen's 
jubilee  c6;i,  652;  frog-pond  c  6S2,  6S3;  magistrate  at  police-station  c  907, 
908;  common  council  membership  c  9*39,  970,  979;  new  municipal  dis- 
tricts c  1000,  1001 

Richards  &  Co. 

steam-engine,  Union  St.,  petition  a  536-granted  a  588 

Richardson,  Alice. 

sidewalk,  Hartford  St.,  petition  a  798-granted  a  876 

Richardson,  Henry,  et  ah. 

electric  lights,  Hancock  and  Bowdoin  sts.,  D.,  petition  a  743 

Richardson,  Mrs.  J.  C. 

petition  for  compensation  for  loss  of  fowl  killed  by  dog  a  iS6~refused  a  340 

Richardson,  John. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  45S-confirmed  a  477 

Richardson,  Lorenzo. 

steam-engine,  Commercial  wharf,  petition  a  33$-grantcd  a  349 

Richardson,  R.  B. 

stable,  Metropolitan  ave.,  petition  a  561-granted  a  588 

Richfield  street. 

improvements  :  petition  a  536 

steam-engine  :  Ross,  Nutter,  &  Seabury,  petition  a  989-granted  a  1009 

Richmond,  A.  C,  ct  ah. 

petition  to  pave  Dorchester  st.  a  797 
steam-engine,  I  St.,  petition  a  946-granted  a  986 

Richmond,  Harriet  A. 

edgestones,  East  Fifth  st.,  granted  a  719 


Richmond  street,  Dorchester. 

stable  :  Luther  Moulton,  petition  a  753-granted  a  778 

Ricker,  B.  F.,  et  ah. 

sewer,  Arlington  St.,  petition  3932 

Ricker,  Isabella  F. 

steam-engine,  Arlington  ave.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  661  ;  hear- 
ing a  724-granted  a  737 ;  petition  to  erect  building,  Fred  St.,  a  661 

Ricker,  James  W. 

appointed  city  collector  a  45S-confirmed  a  477 

Riley,  Edward. 

order  to  pay  land  damages  by  laying  out  Sackville  st.  a  77 

Riley,  Joseph  E. 

order  to  pay  land  damages  occasioned  by   relocation    of  Bird  St.,  passed 
a  779 

Riley,  Joseph  H.,  et  ah. 

street  crossing,  Washington  St.,  petition  a  797 

Ring,  Robert. 

sidewalk,  Havre  St.,  petition   a  776-granted  a  9S7 ;    sidewalk,  Havre  St., 
petition  a  9S3 

Ringer,  Hugh. 

stable,  Redc-sdale  St.,  A.,  petition  a  161-granted  a  189 

Ripley,  Mrs.  Louisa. 

stable,  Sanford  St.,  petition  a  614-granted  a  641 

Ripley,  Mary  R. 

sidewalk,  Howard  ave.,  petition  a  725-granted  a  73S 

Ripp,  Anna  M. 

sidewalk,  H  St.,  granted  a  929 

Ritchie,  John. 

steam-pipe,  Federal  St.,  petition  a  98S-granted  a  1010 

Ritter,  Daniel  A. 

petition  to  remove  tree,  Ottawa  St.  a  775 

Ritter,  Mrs.  Nellie. 

edgestones  and   sidewalk,   Ottawa   St.,    petition    a  776-granted    a  846-re- 
scinded  a  929-granted  a  929 

River  street,  Dorchester. 

claims  :  James  McLaughlin,  petition,  injuries  to  horse  374;  John  Mooney, 
petition,  compensation,  damages  to   estate,  refused  a    139  c   14S;  James 
Martin,  petition,  damages  to  estate,  refused  a  164  c  174 
edgestones  :  petition  a  5S7-granted  a  617 
stable  :  Sarah  J.  Plummer,  petition  a  920-granted  a  933 

Roak,  Milbury  F.,  et  ah. 

sewer,  Homestead  and  Hutchins  sts.  petition  a  185 

Roan,  Mary. 

petition,   abatement,    sewer  assessment,    N.    Beacon  St.,    a    338-granted 
■'  377 

Roanoke  avenue. 

steam-engine  :  Walter  H.  Miller,  petition  a  775-granted  a  S46 

Robberies.     (See  Police.) 
Robbins,  Edward. 

appointed   weigher  of  coal  a  135-confirmed   a  162;  appointed  weigher  of 
coal,  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Robbins,  Joseph  W. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal   a   135-confirmed  a    162;  appointed  weigher  of 
coal,  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Robbins,  N,  ct  ah. 

petition,  various  improvements,  Richfield  st.  a  536 

Robert  A.  Bell  Post  134.     (See  Grand  Army,  etc.) 

Robert  E.  Lee  Camp,  Confederate  Veterans.     (See  Distin- 
guished Visitors.) 
Roberts,  Geo.  W. 

appointed  field  driver  and  pound-keeper  a  945-confirmed  a  9S5 

Robertson,  Mrs.  Flora. 

petition,  damages  to  estate,  Elm  St.,  C.  a  775-refused  a  852  c  859 


(92) 


ROBERTSON 


ROXBURY    CARPET   CO. 


Robertson,  Wm.  A. 

appointed  measurer  of  grain  a  1015-confirmed  a  1034 

Robeson  street. 

building:  Tohn  J.  Ahern,  petition  to  move  aScji-granted  3929 
sewer  :  petition  a  634-order  for  hearing  a  672-hearing  a  691 

Robson,  Ellen  R. 

hitching-post,  Wales  St.,  petition  a  459 

Robson,  W.  O.,  Reporter. 

statement  in  regard  to  errors  in  official  proceedings  a  104 

Robinson,  A.  E. 

petition  to  erect  building,  West  Second  st.  a  931-granted  a  950  c  996 

Robinson,  A.  J. 

iron  pipe  under  and  across  Centre  St.,  granted  a  73S 
petition  to  grade  La  Grange  St.,  W.  R.  a  S24 

Robinson,  David. 

petition  to  remove,  etc.,  trees,  Dorchester  ave.  a  403 

Robinson,  F.  B.,  &  Co. 

petition  to  lay  iron  pipe,  Centre  St.  a  561-granted  a  593-rescinded  a  738 

Robinson,  H.  S. 

petition  to  erect  building,  New  st.  a  536-granted  c  560  a  562 

Robinson,  Lucy  M. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Bowdoin  st.  a  662-refused  a  730 

Robinson,  Mary  W.,  ct  ah. 

sewer,  Brent  St.,  D.,  petition  a  S42 

Roche,  Theresa. 

petition,  personal  injuries,  Eaton  st.  c  381 

Rochester  street. 

claim  :  order  to  pay  Michael  C.  Collins  balance  tax-sale  estate,  passed 
a  932.  933  c  99§ 

Rockingham  place. 

laying  out :  order  to  lay  out  as  street,  referred  to  committee  on  laying 
out  and  widening  streets  c  677;  report,  and  order  for,  accepted,  passed 
a  763  c  772 

Rockland  street. 

sewcrt  Wm.  Donaldson,  assessment  abated  a  618;  Abraham  French, 
trustee,  petition,  partial  abatement,  assessment  a  1015 

Rockview  street. 

sewer:  cost  of  construction  a53S;  Maria  H.  Dawes,  petition,  abatement, 
assessment  a  634-abated  a  727 


Rockville  Park. 

tree  :  L.  B.  Hiscock,  petition  to  remove  a  633-refused  a  719 

Rockwell,  Horace  T. 

petition  in  relation  to  target-practice  a  241 ;    elected  chairman   of  water 
board  a  460  c  467 

Rockwell  street. 

sewer  :  petition,  drain  a  735 

Rockwood,  Wm.  D. 

appointed  undertaker  a  268-confirmed  a  313 

Rodocanachi,  J.  M. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Smyrna  St.,  petition  a  563 

Rogers,  Homer. 

edgestones,  Ashford  St.,  petition  a  776 

Rogers,  J.  Austin. 

petition  that  city  defray  a  portion  of  expense  of  watering  Eliot  sq.  and 
Dudley  st.  a  372 

Rogers,  Patrick  A. 

"    petition,  compensation  for  loss  of  fowls  a920-gratited  a  987 

Rogers,  Samuel  C.  B.,  et  ah. 

remonstrance  against  destruction,  elm-tree,  Paul  Gore  St.,  a  1033 


Rogers  street. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk  :  F.  H.  Gallagher,  order  to  abate  assess- 
ment, laid  on  table  a  162-discussed,  passed  a  192 

sewer  :  cost  of  construction  a754-report,  with  order  to  assess  and  collect 
a  779;  James  H.  Gallagher,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  920-refused 
a  9S6 

■widening:  order  for  street  commissioners  to  widen,  passed  c  5S2-re- 
ferred  to  committee  on  streets  a  5SS-report  no  action  necessary  a  618- 
recommitted  c  657 

Roland  street. 

lamps  :  Crosby  Steam  Gauge  and  Valve  Co.,  petition  a  S70 

Rollins,  Charles. 

steam-engine,  Columbus  ave.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  983 

Ronan,  Rev.  P.,  ct  ah. 

sewer,  Bowdoin  St.,  D.,  petition  a  S42 

Rooney,  Wm. 

bay-window,  Centre  St.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  989-hearing  a  1008- 
granted  a  1035 

Rose,  Benjamin. 

steam-engine,  Cedar  St.,  D.,  order  for  hearing  a  724-hearing  a739-granted 
a  7°3 

Rose,  Mary  L. 

sidewalk,  Hartford  St.,  petition  a  735-granted  a  738 

Roslin  street,  Dorchester. 

lamps  :     A.  M.  Cain,  petition  a  870 

sewer  :  M.  C.  Hartford,  petition,  abatement,  assessmeni  a  338-granted 
a  377 

Roslindale. 

lamps  :  order  to  cause  street  lamps  to  be  lighted  with  gas,  sent  up  c  858- 
referred  to  committee  on  lamps  a  S71 

Roslindale  Baptist  Church. 

petition,  sewer,  Florence  St.,  W.  R.  a  932 

Roslindale  Fire  Department.     (See  Fire.) 
Roslindale  street. 

stable  :  R.  S.  Wright,  petition  a  1033-granted  a  1066 

Rosnosky,  Isaac,  et  ah. 

petition  to  pave  Dover  St.  with  granite  blocks  a  586 

Ross,  Fred  W. 

petition  and  order  for  hearing,  steam-engine,  Hunneman  St.  a  920-hearing 
a  9S3~granted  a  1009 

Ross,  Nutter,  &  Seabury. 

steam-engine,  Franklin  ave.,  petition  a  743-granted  a  763;  steam-engine, 
Richheld  St.,  petition  a  9So-granted  a  1009 

Rothenberg,  Israel,  et  ah. 

petition  to  pave  Dover  st.  with  granite  blocks  a  105 


Rounds,  Albert  W. 

sidewalk,  Hartford  St.,  petition  a  372-granted  a  499 

Roundy,  Harvey  J. 

sidewalk,  Parker  St.,  granted  a  933 

Rowe,  Mary  C. 

stable,  Wannebeck  St.,  petition  a  743-granted  a  75S 

Rowe  street. 

lamps  :  Jane  C.  Widmer  et  ats.,  petition  a  823 

Roxbury  Canal. 

petition  of  L.  G.  Burnham  et  ats.,  to  dredge,  discussed,  referred  to  city 
engineer  a  402-communication  from  city  engineer  relative  to,  with  order 
for  transfir  from  appropriation  for  Albany-st.  bridge,  discussed  a  485- 
490-referred  to  committee  on  sewers  a  490-report,  discussed  a  5S9,  590- 
indefinitely  postponed  a  590 

report  of  finance,  with  order  to  pay  damages  to  Geo.  Curtis  on  account 
of  abating  nuisance,  passed  a  565  c  574 

communication  from  mayor  transmitting  communication  from  Robert 
Treat  Paine  relating  to,  discussed  c  703,  704-referred  to  committee  on 
public  lands  c  704;  Joshua  Merrill  et  ats.,  petition  for  addition  to  area 
of  nursery  ground  a  735-refused  a  S49  c  S59 

Roxbury-Canal  Lands.     (See  Common,  etc.) 
Roxbury  Carpet  Co. 

petition  that  Simmons  St.,  R.,  be  put  in  order  a  5S6 

order  to  abate  edgestone  assessment,  Simmons  St.,  passed  a  992 

(93) 
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Roxbury  High  School.     (See  Schools.) 
Roxbury  street. 

bay-window:  G.  A.  &  S.  W.  Brackett,  petition  and  order  for  hearing 
a  161-hearing  a  236-granted  a  27S 

electric  light  :  James  H.  Nugent,  petition  a  932 

sidewalk  :  ordered  a  40S,  73S;  petition  a  754-granted  a  762;  order  to 
abate'  assessment  of  A.  Houghton,  passed  a  S02;  order  to  abate  assess- 
ment of'E.C.  Hills,  passed  a  802;  petition  a  920-granted  a  933  ;  petition 
a  931 -granted  a  947 

Rueter  &  Co. 

pipe,  Terrace  St.,  petition  a  797-granted  a  S27 

Ruff  in,  Judge. 

order  to  pay  salary  to  widow,  up  to  the  first  of  May,  passed  a  252 

Ruggles  street. 

cross-walk  :  Stoekinger  Bros.,  petition  a  33S 
sidewalk.  :  petition  a  725-granted  a  747 

steam-engine  :  Granular  Metal  Co.,  petition  and  order  for  healing 
aS3S-he;l,i»fJ:l(5lS 

Rules  and  Orders. 

pocket  edition  :  order  to  prepare  pocket  edition  of  rules  and  orders 
and  a  list  of  members  and  committees,  passed  c  11  a  23 

rules  and  orders  of  board  of  aldermen  :  order  to  adopt  those  of 
1S86  until  otherwise  ordered  a  2-committee  appointed  a  2-report  dis- 
cussed a  23— accepted,  discussed,  passed  a  24;  order  that  rule  6  relating 
to  balloting  on  appointments  be  amended,  referred  to  committee  on  rules 
a  7q- report  no  action  necessary  a  16S 

rules  and  orders  of  common  council  :  order  that  those  of  last  year 
be  adopted  until  otherwise  ordered,  passed,  committee  to  revise  appointed 
c  5-report  (CD.  7,)  discussed  c  46,  47,  accepted  c  47-discussed  c  47-50- 
rules  adopted  c  50. 

rules  and  orders  of  city  council  :  order  to  adopt  those  of  jSS6 
until  otherwise  ordered,  passed  a  2  c  5,  6,  a  22,  23-committee  appointed 
a  2  c  6  a  22,  23  c  66-report,  accepted,  rules  adopted  a  56;  report  (C.D.  14), 
discussed  c  63, 64-rules  as  amended,  adopted  C64,  discussed,  substitute  of 
fered,  rules  as  amended  adopted,  non-concurrence  in  certain  amend- 
ments a  75-discussed  c  S9,  QO-commiltee  of  conference  appointed  c  90 
a  106;  report  of  conference  committee  a  136  accepted  a  137  c  144;  order 
for  the  temporary  adoption  of  by  aldermen  indefinitely  postponed  c  70- 
placed  on  tile  a  75;  order  to  amend  rule  2,  sect.  7,  referred  to  committee 
on  joint  rules  a  142 

Rules,  Suspension  of  the. 

motion  to  suspend  rules  for  meeting,  prevailed  c  699 

Rumery,  Mrs.  O.  W.,  et  ah., 

petition  to  trim  trees,  Fourth  St.  a  $23-referred  to  committee  on  common 
a  S72-granted  a  S95 

Rumrill,  Wm.  S.,  ct  ah. 

petition  to  trim  and  remove  trees,  Catawba  st.  a  797 
sidewalk,  Catawba  St.,  petition  a  797 

Russ,  Augustus,  ct  ah. 

petition,  abatement  of  park  assessment,  Marine  park  c  193-report,  with 
order,  accepted,  passed  a  564-discussed,  passed  c  577,  57S 

Russell,  Charles  E. 

petition  to  trim  tree,  Beach  st.  a  691-granted  a  9S9 

Russell,  B.  J. 

order  to  allow  removal,  dead  trees,  Austin  St.,  passed  a  420 

Russell,  James. 

appointed  assistant  harbor-master  a  73-confnmed  a  in;  appointed 
weigher  of  coal,  a  26S-eonnrmed  a  313 

Russell,  Joseph  G. 

order  to  pay  land  damages  by  widening  Adams  St.,  D.,  passed  a  463 

Russell,  Wm.  G.,  Trustees,  et  ah. 

lamps,  Montrose  St.,  petition  a  945 

Russell  court. 

grade  damages:  Mrs.  Johanna  Janse  et  als.,  petition  a  725 

Rutherford  avenue. 

building  :  E.  A.  Gillett  &  Sons,  petition  to  erect  a  105 

claims  :  G.  Elmes,  injuries  to  carriage,  petition  a  160-refused  a  251  c  256 

extension  :  order  that  the  street  commissioners  be  requested  to  prepare 

plans  and    submit    cost   of  extending,  referred    to    committee  on  streets 

c  173-repurt  in  favor,  accepted,  passed  c  205  a  215 
stable  :  Bradford  L.  Bowen.  petition  a  347-granted  a  373;  Niles  Bros  , 

petition  a  920,  931-granted  ay5o 
steam-engine:  Wm.  Littlelield,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  S23- 

hearing  a  S9Q-granted  a  951 


Rutherford  avenue,  continued. 

straightening:  Reed  Bros.  &  Sawin,  et  als.,  petition  to  straighten 
a  458 

'widening:  order  that  street  commissioners  include  in  estimates  sum 
sufficient  to  widen,  referred  to  committee  on  appropriations  c  1 17-report 
that  order  ought  not  pass,  accepted  a  18S  c  194;  order  that  street  com- 
missioners be  requested  to  prepare  plan  and  submit  estimate  cost  of,  re- 
ferred  to  committee  on  streets  c  255-reporti  accepted,  order  passed  a  47S 
c  50S ;  report  of  cost  a  564  c  571 

Ruthven  street. 

lamps  :  John  Finn  et  als.,  petition  a  9SS 

stables  :  Finn  Bros.,  petition  a  1015-g ranted  a  1035 

Rutland  square. 

mall :  order  to  put  in  proper  condition,  passed  C426;  petition,  S.  O.  Aborn 
et  als.,  to  repair  mall  c  426-referred  to  committee  on  common,  etc.  a  459; 
report  on  order  that  order  ought  to  pass,  accepted  c  ioS6a  1093 

Ryan,  Catherine. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Ferrin  St.,  C.  a  634-abated  a  694 

Ryan,  Martin. 

petition,  division,  sewer  assessment,  Market,  Waverley  sts.,  and  Western 
ave.  a  945-granted  a  9S6 

Ryan,  Michael. 

petition,  grade  damages,  Haskins  St.,  R.  a  79S 

Ryder,  Francis  W.,  et  ah. 

lamps,  Homestead  St.,  petition  a  S70 

petition  to  put  Homestead  st.  in  order  for  travel  a  945 

Ryder,  J.  P.  &  A.  F. 

petition,  personal  injuries,  Bennington  St.  a  135-refused  a  462  c  467 

Ryniill,  Geo.  H.,  Administrator,  et  als. 

petition,  sewer,  Bennington  St.  a  475;  macadamizing  and  cinder  sidewalk, 
Bennington  St.,  petition  a  776 

Sackville  street. 

laying  out :  order  to  pay  B.  S.  McNellis,  W.  H.  Qnigley,  S.  McCarthy, 
James  Flanagan,  and  E.  Riley,  land  damages  a  77 ;  order  to  pay  Harriet 
"E.  Fox  ami  Hannah  Keegan,  land  damages,  passed  a  116;  order  to  pay 
Maurice  and  Mary  Ann  Qninn,  Francis  Cauley,  John  H.  .Leonard, 
Jordan  Williams,  Bernard  McCabe,  land  damages,  passed  a  141 ;  order 
to  pay  Margaret  Conway  and  Eliza  A.  Waugh,  land  damages,  passed 
a  16S;  order  to  pay  John  McCabe,  land  damages,  passed  a  192;  order  to 
pay  Geo.  H.  Williams,  Peter  Smith,  Peter  Randolph,  land  damages, 
passed  a  344;  order  to  pay  Wm.  C.  Gould,  Wm.  Shannahan,  land  dam- 
ages, passed  a  351  ;  order  to  pay  C.  E.  Smith  and  E.  W.  Stetson,  land 
damages,  passed  a  37S;  order  to  pay  Patrick  Dempsey,  Henry  H. 
Chandler,  land  damages,  passed  a  463 

Salamander  Felting  Co. 

petition, compensation  for  an  alleged  infringement  of  its  patents  forboiler 
and  pipe  coverings,  refused  a  1S7  c  193 

Salaries.     (See  also  different  departments.) 

committee  :  order  to  appoint  special  committee,  appointed  c  90-indefi- 
nilely  postponed  a  10S  c  11S 

payment  authorized  :  order  to  allow  and  pay  salaries  and  wages 
payable  from  the  treasury,  and  charge  the  same  against  the  appropria- 
tions ior  1SS7-SS  for  the  several  departments  when  made,  passed  a  409 
C427 

Salaries  to  be  paid  from  Liquor  Licenses.  (Sec  Employees.) 

Salary  for  members  of  Board  of  Aldermen.     (Sec  Alder- 
men.) 

Salem  street. 

claims  :  Patrick  McLaughlin,  petition,  personal  injuries  a  105-refused 

a  407  c  427 
lamp  :  James  Jackson  et  als.,  petition  a  753 
sewer  :  petition  a  752 

Sales  by  Minors.     (See  Licenses.) 

Salvation  Army. 

petition,  F.  A.  Atwood  et  als.,  that  parades  of  army,  etc.,  be  prohibited  in 
West  End  a  752 

Sampson,  Augustus  N. 

petition  requesting  that  official  bond  given  by  him  as  city  clerk  be  can- 
celled a  22 

Sanborn,  D.  W.,  ct  ah. 

electric  light,  Prison  point  bridge  a  5S6 
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Sanborn,  Everett  F.,  et  ah. 

lamp? ,  Union  ave.,  D.,  petition  a  933 

Sanborn,  Geo.  P.  &  Co. 

order  for  hearing-,  steam-engine,  No.  Market  St.  a  S92-hearing  a  045- 
gTanted  a  9S5 

Sanborn,  John  A. 

stable,  Medford  St.,  petition  a  347-refused  a  479-petition  a  633;  stable, 
Mcdford  St.,  petition  a  691-withdrawn  a  693-  refused  a  737 

Sanborn,  Joshua  S. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Sanborn  avenue,  Dorchester. 

steam-engine  :  H.  Allen,  petition  a  161-refused  a  1S9 

Sanborn  street. 

steam-engine  :  H.  N.  Allen,  granted  a  934. 
Sanchez,  Manuel,  et  ah. 

lamp.  Fulton  place,  petition  a  1015 

Sanderson,  Charles  W. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  School  St.,  B.  a  921 

Sanderson,  Sarah. 

sewer,  Bennington  St.,  petition  a  662;  sewer  assessment,  Bennington  St., 
abated  u  720 

Sandstrup,  John. 

license  to  peddle,  granted  a  747;  license  to  sell  flowers,  refused  a  1035 
Sanford,  R.  A. 

edgestnnes,  Savin  St.,  petition  a  5S7~granted  a  617;  sidewalk,  Savin  St., 
petiti  >n  a  712-granted  a  727;  edgestone  and  sidewalk  assessment, 
Savin  St.,  abated  a  &)5 

Sanford  street,  Dorchester. 

overflow  :  order  that  superintendent  of  streets  investigate  cause  of  re- 
cent overflow  and  prevent  occurrence  in  future,  passed  c  133.  134  a  137 
stable  :  Mrs.  Louisa  Ripley,  petition  a  614-granted  a  641 

Sanger,  Chester  F. 

petition  to  be  paid  balance  tax -sale  of  estate,  Blue  Hill  ave.  a  S23-granted 
a  S95  c  903 

Sanger,  Geo.  P.,  Jr.,  Councilman,  Ward  11. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed:  committee  to  collect  and  count  ballots  fir  president  C5; 
fire,  ordinances  and  law  department,  new  Cambridge  bridge,  judiciary 
c65,66 

elected:  president  pro  tern,  c  46; 

remarks  :  Dudley-st.  school  c  50;  abolition  of  ferry-tolls  c  6S;  reference 
of  orders  c  S4;  investigation  of  board  of  police  c  124;  lunch  c  133;  fire- 
department  buildings  c  150,  151 ;  engine  No.  6  c  201 ;  McGaragle  claim 
c  300;  Morton-st.  gravel-bank  c  303,  304;  civil-service  examinations 
c  327;  occupation  of  streets  for  building  purposes  c  335;  tracks  on 
the  new-  Cambridge  bridge  c  3S3,  3S4;  subdivision  of  contracts  c  400, 
57S;  appropriation  bill  c  435,  436;  taking  of  land  for  school-house  pur- 
poses C502;  salary  of  cemetery  commissioners  c 509, 510;  Roxburv  high- 
school  site  c  51S,  519;  fourth  assistant  messenger  c  54S,  6S9;  salaries  of 
members  of  lire  department  c  549;  entertainment  of  Hon.  Win.  O'Brien 
c  552,572;  fire  department  salaries  c  55S,  559;  Morton-st.  gravel-bank 
c  559.  560;  name  of  new  Cambridge  bridge  c  570;  entertainment  of 
Terrence  V.  Powderly  c  575  ;  new  Cambridge-bridge  loan  C604;  official 
report  6.0S  c  6S7;  use  of  Faneuil  hall  by  queen's  jubilee  c  653  ;  frog-pond 
C6S2,  6S3;  underground  wires  C6S4;  suspension  of  the  rules  C699;  re- 
ports of  finance  c  702;  centennial  anniversary,  etc.  c  70S;  Roxbury  high 
school  c  721-723;  old  Franklin  school-house  c  7S3;  erection  of  sundry 
buildings  C7S5,  7S6;  home  for  paupers  c  791,792;  lunch  c  794;  Beacon-hill 
reservoir  c  837  ;  police  matron  c  S57  ;  police  salaries  c  S64,  S65;  member- 
ship of  the  council  c  S99;  magistrate  at  police-stations  c  905;  holiday, 
State  and  municipal  elections  c  912,  913,  915  ;  reappoitionment  of.coun- 
cilmcn  c  93S942;  common  council  membership  C96S,  9^9;  aerial  turn- 
table trucks  c  9S2;  sewer  appropriation  c  1004;  aerial  ladder  trucks 
c  1021  ;  fire  department,  holiday  c  1022,  1025;  equalization  of  voters  in 
city  council  c  102S,  1029;  sewer  appropriation  c  1030,  1031 ;  appropriation 
for  school-house,  public  buildings  c  1057;  incidental  expenses  c  1057; 
last  meeting  c  105S;  city  buildings  c  1071;  election  laws  c  1075;  refer- 
ence of  orders  to  next  government  c  1078 

Sangster,  John. 

personal  injuries,  Border  St.,  petition  a  1060 

Saratoga  street. 

building:  Albert   Stirk,  petition  to  erect,  granted  c  134  a  137;   W.  A. 

Smith,  petiti  >n  to  move  a  269-granted  a  314;  Albert  Stirk,  petition  to 

erect  a  753-granted  a  77S  c  7S4 
claims  :  Stephen  A.   Myric*,  damages  to  horse,  refused  a  407  c  427 
edgestonesand  sidewalk.:  petition  a  9SS 


Saratoga  street,  continued. 

grade  :  order  to  establish  revised  grade,  etc.,  discussed  a  695,  696-as- 
signed  a  7iS-passed,  reconsidered,  indefinitely  postponed  a  72S;  order 
to  grade  to  conform  to  revised  grade,  indefinitely  postponed  a  72S; 
Da'riel  Bohannan,  order  to  pay  damages  occasioned  by  revising  grade, 
discussed  a  695,  696-assigned  a  7iS-passed  a  72S 

sewer  :  order  for  hearing  a  3-hearing  a  21-ordered  a  24;  petition  to 
extend  a  241-petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  2S2-hearing  a  309-ordered 

a  343 
stable  :  John  J.  Higgins,  petition  a  743-granted  a  75S 
steam-engilie  :  R.  Keough  petition  a  161-granted  a  189 

Sargent,  H.  B.  J.,  et  ah. 

stable,  Centre  St.,  petition  a  633-granted  a  671 

Sargent,  Howard,  Guardian  and  Trustee. 

petition,  coal  holes,  Winter  St.  a  105-granted  a  139 

Sargent  street,  Roxbury. 

stable  :  F.  O'Brien,  petition  a  214-refused  a  313 

Sargent  street,  Dorchester. 

drain  :  Hiram  Gerrish,  granted  a  736 

sewer:  H.  Gerrish,  petition  to  enter  a  561;  petition,  extension  a  5S6; 
ordered  a  637 

sidewalks  :  granted  a  479;  petition  a  614-granted  a  640;  petition  a  712- 
granted  a  727 ;  petition  a  743-  granted  a  747 

Sargent's  'Wharf. 

message  from  mavor  transmitting  communication  from  Elisha  Atkins 
representing  that  he  is  owner,  etc.,  and  desires  to  lease  a  certain  tract  of 
land  near  wharf,  etc.,  referred  to  committee  on  East  Boston  ferries  a  20, 
21-report,  with  order  to  lease,  etc.,  laid  on  table  a  217-taken  from  table, 
minority  report,  discussed  a  253,  254,  assigned  a  254-discussed  a  319, 
320-laid*  on  table  a  32n-taken  lrom  table,  motion  to  substitute  minority 
for  majority  report,  discussed,  minority  accepted  a  3S0  c  3S2  ;  order  that 
order  authorizing  the  execution  of  a  lease  be  rescinded,  referred  to 
committee  on  East  Boston  ferries  a  344-report,  accepted,  order  passed 
a  379  c  3S2 

Sarsfield  street. 

edgestones,  gutters,  sidewalk,  and  crosswalk:  petition  a  920 

Saturday  half-holidays.     (See  Holidays  and  Employees.) 
Saunders  street. 

edgestones  :  petition  a  587 
Savage,  John. 

appointed  measurer  of  grain  a2i2-confirmed  a  242 

Savin  Hill. 

summit:  James  H.  Stark,  petition  that  it  beset  apart  and  placed  in 
ch  irge  of  park  commissioners  a  476-James  H.  Stark,  petition  to  place  in 
charge  of  park  commissioners  a  633 

Savin  Hill  avenue. 

sewrer  :  James  H.  Stark  et  als.,  petition  a  561 

Savin  street. 

edgestones  :  petition  a  475-granted  a  617 ;  petition  a  5S7,  754 
edgestones  and  sidewalk:    petition  a  4S3-granted  a  566;  Ruth  A. 

L;inford,  assessment  abated  a  S96 
sidewalks:  petition  a  712-granted  3727 

Sawin,  Samuel  D. 

appointed  overseer  of  poor  a  157-confirmed  a  1S6 

Sawyer,  J.  A. 

stable,  Market  St.,  B.,  petition  a  753-granted  8778 

Sawyer,  Jane  A. 

steam-engine,  Tremont  St.,  C,  petition  a  74-granted  a  lSS 

Sawyer,  Jefferson. 

steam-engine,  Tremont  St.,  C,  petition  a  161-granted  a  iSS 

Sawyer  avenue. 

lamps  :  Geo.  W.  Spaulding  et  als.,  petition  a  691;  N.  P.  A.  Lally,  pe- 
titi in  a  945  . 

plank-walk  :  petition  a  1060-refused  a  1094 

sewer:  petition  a  459;  petition  a  691-order  for  hearing  a  720-hearing 
a  724-ordered  a  736 

stable  :  W.  A.  Lally,  petition  a  25o-granted  a  313 

Sawyer  street. 

claims:  Margaret  Gallagher,  petition,  personal  injuries  a  105-refused 
•1313  c  33<S 

Saxer,  Conrad,  et  als. 

lamps,  Walter  St.,  W.  R.,  petition  a  9S3 
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Scales,  Hay.     (See  Hay  Scales.) 


Scales,  James. 

steam-engine,  West  Canton  St.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing-  a  310-hear- 
ing  a  371-refused  a  1068 

Scanlan,  Thomas  F. 

petition  to  build,  Howard  St.  a  26S-granted  a  373  c  3S2 
stables,  Howard  St.,  R.,  petition  a  269-granted  a  342,  350 

Schmehl,  William. 

petition  to  remove  tree,  Washington  st.,  D.  a  535;  order  to  pay  land 
damages  occasioned  by  relocation  of  Harvard  St.,  D.,  passed  a  779 

Schmitt,  Martine. 

order  to  pay  land  damages,  widening  Boylston  St.,  J.  P.,  passed  a  ion 

School  street. 

bay-windows  :  Geo.  Morris,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  33S-hear- 
ing  a  345-gTanted  M'l 

School  street,  Brighton. 

sewer:  Charles  YV.  Sanderson,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  921, 
100S;  Hugh  Giblin,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  1015;  M.  Murphy, 
petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  1015 

Schools  and  School-houses. 

committee  :  appointed  a  5S  c  66 

additional  powers  to  committee  :  order  to  petition  legislature  for 
such  legislation  as  will  give  committee  exclusive  control  of  all  matters 
relating    to  public  schools,  including   the  purchase  of  land,  etc.,   as- 
signed c  89S;  referred  to  next  government  c  ioSo  a  1094 
clearing  of  ice  and  snow  from    school-house    yards:    order 
that  the  committee  on  ordinances  consider  and  report  what  action  should 
be  taken  to  ensure  the  prompt  and  thorough  clearing  of  school-house 
yards,  referred  to  committee  on  ordinances  c  Si-report  c  204-assigned 
c  205-accepted  c  233  a  242 
electric  light:  request  to  furnish  school-committee  building  with  in 
candescent  electric  light,  referred  to  committee  on  public  buildings  c  193 
Grammar  School,    South   Boston  :    order  to  report  suitable  site, 
with  price  thereof,  referred  to  committee  on  schools,  etc.  a  56-report, 
with  order  for  erection,  etc.,  discussed  a  276,  277-passed  a  277-repnrt 
assigned  c  307-discussed  c  331-334-passed  c  334;    communication   from 
mayor  vetoing  order,  discussed  a  345-347- order  passed  over  veto  a  347- 
discussed  c  362-3c'o-assigned   c  309-discussed    c  3S9-399-passed   c  390; 
order  that  committee  on  appropriations  be  requested  to  include  in  esti- 
mate sum  for  site  and  building,  passed  a  351  c  357 
safety  of  scBiool-buildings  :  order   that  inspector  of  buildings   be 
directed  to  investigate   and  report  as  to  the   safety  of  all  schools,  dis- 
cussed, referred  to  committee  on   survey   and  inspection   of  buildings 
a  764-report,  accepted,  order  passed  a  S05  c  S17 
school  accommodations,  (Jreen  St.,  Ward  23:  order  that  com- 
mittee on  schools  be  and  hereby  are  instructed  to  investigate  the  pro- 
priety, etc.,  of  purchasing  the  land  corner  Washington  and  Green  sts. 
to  enlarge  school-house,  referred  to  committee  on  schools  c  1 17 
school-house  apparatus  :  communication    from    superintendent  of 
public   buildings   relating  to  heating-apparatus,  etc.,  of  Cushman  and 
Eliot  schools,  referred  to  finance  a  622-report,  with  order  for  transfer, 
passed  c  702,  accepted,  passed  a  641,  642  c  659 
school-houses,    repairs  :    report  of  finance  with   order  to   transfer 
certain  sum  from  reserved  fund  for  repairs  on  school-houses,  accepted, 
7033717 
school  matters,  unfinished  business:  order  that  the  reports  and 
papers  of  last  year  be  taken  from  files  and  referred  to    committee   on 
schools,  etc.,  passed  c  So  a  10S 
tablets   for   schools  :  request   for  appropriate    tablets  on   outside  of 
schools    where   same    do    not   now    appear,  referred    to    committee   on 
schools  a  634 
taking  of  land  for  school-house  purposes:  order  for  corpora- 
tion counsel   to  advise  the  city  council  whether  chap.  44  of  the  public 
statutes,  relating  to  taking  of  [and  for  school  purposes  by  towns,  is  ap- 
plicable to  the  city  of  Boston,  discussed,  referred  to  committee  on  judi- 
ciary c  502- report  c  645,  646-passed  c  646  a  666 
topics  in  mayor's  address:  referred  c  101  a  106 
schools  : 
Adams  District  :  order  to  provide  certain  sum  for  a  site  and  building 
for  new  primary  school,  passed  a  77-referred  to  committee  on  appro- 
priations c  83,  Sj-report,  no  action  necessary  a  iSS  c  194 
Allston  School  :  petition  that  permission  be  granted  the  pupils  to  set 

out  four  maple  trees  a  402-granted  3410 
Benjamin  Pope  School:  petition  to  improve  ventilation  and  sanitary 

condition,  referred  to  committee  on  public  buildings  c  147 
Bennett  School:  petition  that  additional  and  improved  sanitary  con- 
ditions be  provided  c  427 
Boys'  Latin  School  :  petition  that  city  appropriate  certain  sum  for 
the  physical  laboratory,  referred  to  committee  on  schools  c  427-report 
referring  to  finance,  accepted  a  540  c  551-report  with  order,  accepted, 
passed  a  592  c  659 
Bunker  Hill  District:  petition,  primary  school-house  3776 
Chakdon-st.  School:  (See  also  Chardon  st,)   order  to  surrender  to 

city  council,  passed  a  674  c  6S9 
Charlestown  High  School  :  request  for  a  master's  room  and  library 
a   240;  report  recommending  reference  to   superintendent   of  public 
buildings,  accepted  a  409  c  427 
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Comins  School  :  petition,  water-closets  a  776-report,  no  action  necessary 
a  S49  c  850 

Cushman  School:  order  that  superintendent  of  public  buildings  in- 
clude in  estimates  sum  sufficient  to  provide  steam  heat  and  remove 
water-closets,  passed  a  116-referred  to  committee  on  appropriations 
c  119 

Dearborn  School:  petition  that  ventilation  and  privies  be  improved, 
curtains  he  provided  for  windows,  and  desks  and  seats  be  so  changed 
as  to  secure  proper  light  c  427 

Dillaway  School:  petition  that  city  purchase  land  to  provide  pas- 
sage-way from  Washington  st.  to  school,  referred  to  committee  on 
schools  c  427 ;  petition,  removal,  two  trees  a  S23~referred  to  committee 
on  common  a  S72-granted  a  S95 

Dorchester  School-house:  petition  to  improve  heating  and  ventilat- 
ing apparatus,  and  provide  curtains  c  427 

Dudley-st.  School  :  order  to  purchase  a  piece  of  land  for  enlarging 
and  completing  the  yard  c  n;  order  to  purchase  land,  Langdon  St., 
for  enlargement  and  completion  of  yard,  discussed  c  so-referred  to 
committee  on  schools  c  S7 

East  Boston  High  School:  request  to  provide  drill. hall,  referred  to 
committee  on  public  buildings  c  902-report,  accepted,  discussed, 
passed  c  963-recommitted  a  9S4-report  and  order,  accepted,  passed 
a  1010  c  1013 

Eliot  School:  petition  that  slate  troughs  with  proper  partitions  be 
substituted  for  the  unbroken  troughs  new  in  use  a  240,  241-referrcd  to 
superintendent  public  buildings  a  566  c  571 

Everett  School:  request  to  grade  and  pave  portion  of  yard  recently 
added  c  505-referred  to  superintendent  of  public  buildings  a  540  c  551 

Gaston  School-house:  order  to  provide  temporary  accommodations 
for  the  pupils,  discussed,  referred  to  committee  on  schools  and  school- 
houses,  reconsidered,  order  passed,  communication  from  mayor  trans- 
mitting communication  trom  superintendent  public  buildings,  sent  up 
c  426-am ended,  passed  a  459  c  467 ;  report  of  committee  on  schools  and 
school-houses  referring  same  to  superintendent  public  buildings,  ac- 
cepted a  539  c  551-report,  with  order  for  transfer,  referred  to  finance 
a  668 

Girls'  High  and  Latin  School:  petition  that  city  appropriate  cer- 
tain sum  for  laboratory  work  in  physics,  referred  to  committee  on 
schools  c  427-report,  referring  to  finance,  accepted  a  540  c  551-report, 
with  order,  accepted,  passed  a  592  c  659;  order  that  order  authorizing 
superintendent  public  buildings  to  provide  physical  laboratory  be 
rescinded,  passed  a  S04  c  S17;  order  that  committee  on  finance  be  re- 
quested to  provide  means  for  furnishing  supplies  fir  physical  labora- 
tory, passed  a  S04  c  Si6-report,  accepted  a  S77  c  SS4 

Grammar  and  Primary  School,  So.  Boston:  request  for  erection  of 
suitable  building  c  859 

Harvard  Primary  School:  request  to  furnish  reasonable  yard-room, 
referred  to  committee  on  public  buildings  c  193 

Harvard  School-house  :  order  to  ascertain  what  are  the  defects  in 
the  heating-apparatus  and  take  immediate  steps  to  remedy  same, 
passed  c  255  a  271 

H awes-place  Church:  order  to  make  necessary  alterations  for 
school  purposes,  referred  to  committee  on  public  buildings  a  992-re- 
port,  referred  to  finance  a  1010  c  1013;  order  to  transfer  certain  sum 
from  reserved  fund,  for  alterations,  referred  to  finance  a  993 

High  School-house  for  Roxbury:  order  to  report  site  and  price 
thereof,  upon  which  to  erect  high  school,  referred  to  committee  on 
schools,  etc.  a  57;  report  with  order  a  460,  461-discussed,  passed  a  461- 
discussed  c  471-474  507,  50S,  515  526-placed  on  file  c  656;  order  that 
committee  on  appropriations  include  in  estimates  a  certain  sum  for  a 
site  and  building,  passed  a344-discussed,  passed  c  356;  communication 
from  mayor,  transmitting  communication  from  city  solicitor  with 
resolve  and  order,  passed  11  660,  661  ;  hearing,  with  resolve  and  orders, 
passed  a  711,  712-discussed  c  721.723-passed  c  723;  communication 
from  mayor  transmitting  correspondence  between  city  architect  and 
corporation  counsel  a  S90,  Sgi-laid  on  table  a  Sgi-taken  from  table, 
referred  to  next  government  a  1020  c  1022-petition,  necessary  altera- 
tions a  776-report,  no  action  necessary,  accepted  a  S49  c  S59;  order  to 
partition  hall  to  increase  accommodation,  passed  a  So5-discussed 
c  Si2-Si4-passed  c  S14 

IIudson-st.  Phimary  School  :  order  that  the  school-house  be  surren- 
dered to  the  city  council,  referred  to  committee  on  schools  c  427-re- 
port, with  order  to  place  in  charge  of  superintendent  public  buildings, 
accepted,  passed  a  540  c  557 

Hugh  O'Brien  School  :  request  to  place  suitable  tablet  on,  referred  to 
committee  on  public  buildings  c  147;  report  recommending  reference 
to  city  architect,  accepted  a  409  c  427;  petition  to  raise  platform  floor 
and  provide  water  in  basement,  referred  to  committee  on  schools  a  634; 
report,  referred  to  committee  on  public  buildings  a  S03  c  Si  1 ;  request 
to  cover  steam-pipes  in  basement  so  as  to  economize,  referred  to 
committee  on  public  buildings  c  1022;  remonstrance  from  school 
board  against  transferring  from  appropriation  for  land  a  10S9 

Hyde  School:  request  from  school  committee  to  purchase  land  on 
Hammond  St.  to  enlarge  lot,  referred  to  committee  on  schools  and 
school-houses  c  Si-report  inexpedient  a  540  c  54S;  petition  to  remove 
coal-bin  and  fill  the  pit,  in  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of 
the  instructor  of  hygiene,  referred  to  committee  on  public  buildings 
c  147-report,  with  order,  accepted,  passed  c  235  a  242 

Hyde  and  Joshua  Kates  School  :  petition,  repairs  in  basement  a  823 

Industrial  School  in  South  Cove:  communication  from  mayor 
transmitting  communication  from  Miss  Lucy  S.  Rogers,  calling  attert* 
tion  of  city  council  to  work  done,  in  order  that  city  might  assist  and 
aid  in  the  matter  a  337,  33S-referred  to  committee  on  schools  and 
school-houses  a  33S 

Lincoln  and  Gaston  Schools  :  request  to  temporarily  relieve  schools 
by  leasing  some  suitable  building,  with  report  of  committee  on  sixth 
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division,  referred  to  committee  on  schools  c  S5Q-reports,  "with  orders 
for  additional  accommodations,  accepted,  passed  co43-discussed  a  946, 
947-as  amended,  passed  a  047;  petition,  additional  accommodations 
a  776 
Lowell    District:   request  for    additional    school   accommodations 

ao59 

Martin  Grammar  School  District  :  request  to  erect  primary  school 
in  suitable  location  near  Martin  school,  referred  to  committee  on 
schools,  etc.  c  147;  petition  to  pave  sidewalk  c  547-referred  to  com- 
mittee on  paving  a  562-granted  a  593;  request  to  complete  fence, 
referred  to  committee  on  public  building's  c  902 

Monroe  street  School  :  request  that  sanitary  condition  be  improved 
a9S9 

No.  Harvard-st.  School  :  report  on  request,  referred  as  unfinished 
business,  that  school  be  repaired  and  fitted  up  a  539-referred  to  super- 
intendent public  buildings  a  539  c  551 

O-ST.  School-house  :  McGaragle  &  Co.  petition,  compensation  for 
extra  work  on  school-house  a  )S5-report  and  order  to  pay  a  251,  252- 
accepted,  passed  a  252-discussed  c  257-261-assigned  c  261-discussed 
c  300.  301-passed  c  301 

Old  Franklin  School:  order  that  superintendent  of  public  buildings 
be  requested  to  report  what  disposition,  if  any,  is  to  be  made  of  it,  and 
whether  the  building  can  not  be  used  as  a  meeting- place  for  Grand  Army 
post,  referred  to  committee  on  public  buildings  c  1 17-report,  accepted 
c  205  a  214-communicalion  from  superintendent  buildings  relating  to 
use  of  by  Grand  Army  posts,  referred  to  committee  on  armories  a  246; 
order  that  order  approved  1877  to  sell  above  school  be  rescinded,  re- 
ferred to  committee  on  public  buildings  c  170-report,  accepted 
c  206-returned  as  not  being  in  proper  form  a  270-passed  c  292  a  311 ; 
John  A.  Andrew  Post  15,  G.A.K.,  petition,  renewal  of  lease  a  iSj-re- 
port  and  order,  discussed  c  3S6-3SS-passed  c  3S9-discussed  a  405,  406- 
passed  a  406 ;  order  that  the  petition  of  Post  7,  G.  A.R.,  be  taken  from 
files  and  referred  to  committee  on  public  buildings,  passed  c  3SS,  3S9- 
discussed  a  402-405-passed  a  406-report  with  order  to  execute  lease, 
accepted,  passed  c  547  a  562,  563;  communication  from  superintendent 
public  buildings  stating  that  building  is  in  unsafe  condition,  dis- 
cussed, order  for  mayor  to  notify  tenants  to  vacate,  etc.,  rejected, 
order  for  inspector  of  buildings  to  report  condition,  passed  a  744,  745- 
report,  discussed  a  754-757-report,  referred  to  finance  a  757-report,  with 
order  for  transfer,  accepted,  discussed  c  7So-7S3-passed  c  7S3  a  799; 
order,  to  provide  means  to  put  in  repair,  referred  to  committee  on  finance 
c  767-report.no  action  necessary,  accepted  a  S49  c  S59:  order  to  pre- 
pare plans  for  armory  on  site  of  above  school-house,  and  to  sell  land  in 
charge  of  street  commissioners  to  pay  for  same,  referred  to  committee 
on  judiciary  c  76S 

Phillips-street  School:  petition,  water-closets  and  retiring-room 
a  776-report,  no  action  necessary  a  S49  c  S59 ;  order  surrendering  strip 
of  land,  referred  to  committee  on  schools  c  S5o-referred  to  committee 
on  public  buildings  c  902-report  and  order,  accepted,  passed  c  963 
agS4 

Primary  School  for  Charlestown  Neck:  order  to  include  in  esti- 
mates sum  sufficient  to  provide  a  site  and  building  for,  passed  c  27  a  52 

Primary  School,  Heath  St.:  order  to  send  to  committee  on  appropria- 
tions, estimate  of  the  cost  of  construction,  passed  c  256-amended, 
passed  a  271  c  304 

Smith  School  :  R.  G.  Bell,  Post  134  G.A.R.,  petition,  lease  c  505 

South  Boston  Schools  :  order  to  ascertain  cost  and  feasibility  of  pro- 
viding accommodations  for  primary  "and  grammar  school  scholars, 
referred  to  committee  on  schools  and  school-houses  c  S14 

Thetford-ave.  School:  petition,  additional  accommodations  a  776- 
report  and  order,  accepted,  passed  c  943  a  946 

Tuckerman  School:  Wm.  T.  Eaton  et  als.,  petition,  removal,  water- 
closets  a  661 ;  order  to  provide  water-closets,  etc.,  discussed  a  934, 
935-amendment,  adopted,  referred  to  committee  on  public  buildings 
a  935-referred  to  finance  a  ioio  c  1013 

Washington  and  Ashmont  sts.,  D. :  petition  to  erect  new  grammar 
school  in  the  vicinity  of,  referred  to  committee  on  schools,  etc.  c  147 

Schottmiller,  Helena. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  H  St.,  petition  a  347-granted  a  4S0,  petition  a  776 

Schreiber,  L. 

edgestones,  Poplar  St.,  W.R.,  petition  a  5S7 

Schuyler  street. 

gutters  :  order  to  repave  with  granite  blocks,  passed  a  729 
sewer  :  petition  a  459 

Schwaar,  Charles  F.,  et  ah. 

petition  to  keep  common,  Maverick  sq.,  open  for  public  use  a  725 

Schwartz,  Theodore  E.  and  Moses  G-.,  Trustees  of. 

order  to  pay  land  damages,  laying  out  and  extension  Benedict  St.,  C,  passed 
a74S 

Scotia  street. 

stable  :  W,  D.  Vinal,  petition  a  614-granted  a  641 ;  W.  D.  Vinal,  petition 
a  797-granted  a  826 

Scullion,  Matthew. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Rand  St.,  granted  a  693 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures.    {See  Weights  and  Meas- 
ures.) 


Sears,  Emily  E. 

order  to  pay  land  damages,  widening  Beacon  St.,  passed  a  4S1 

Sears,  Lewis,  et  ah. 

lamps,  Brooks  St.,  petition  a  1060 

Seaver,  Chas.  M.,  ct  al. 

lamps,  Oriole  St.,  petition  a  735 

Seaver,  Edward,  et  ah. 

sidewalk,  Avon  pi.,  R.,  petition  a  743 

Seaver,  Wm. 

appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  212-confirmed  a  243 

Seaver,  Wm.,  &  Son,  et  ah. 

remonstrance  against  allowing  the  Met.  R.R.  Co.  to  lay  the  third 
track  on  Tremont  St.  a  33S 

Seaver  street. 

edgestones:  petition  a S71 

name  :  J.  S.  H.  Cassin  et  als.,  petition  that  above  name,  as  applied  to 

portion  of  Belmont  sq.,  be  discontinued  a  536 
poles  :  fire  department  granted  a  673 

Seaverns,  G-ranville  S. 
stable,  Taft  court,  petition  a  734-granted  a  746 

Seaverns,  Thomas  W. 

petition  to  be  paid  for  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs  a  240-granted  a  340 

Seaverns  avenue. 

stable  :  Wm.  L.  Folan,  petition  a  753-gTanted  a  77S 

Second  street. 

edgestones  and  sidewalks  :  granted  a  462 
sidewalk  :  granted  a  461 

paving  :  order  that  superintendent  of  streets  include  in  estimates  a  sum 
sufficient  for,  referred  to  committee  on  appropriations  c  So 

Sedgwick  street. 

stable  :  J.  Ingersoll  Bowditch,  petition  a  734-granted  a  746 

Seller,  Henry  J. 

steam-engine,  Washington  St.,  granted  a  934 

Seldon  street. 

stable  :  James  Murphy,  petition  a  459-granted  a  479 

Sellon,  Henry  B. 

appointed  measurer  of  grain  a  212-confirmed  a  242 

Seminary  place. 

laying  out :  John  H.  Sherburne  et  als.,  petition  a  1015 

Sendell,  Philip. 

stable,  Newbern  St.,  withdrawn  a  737 

Seventeenth  of  June. 

carriages  :  order  to  provide  carriages  for  members,  passed  c  570  a  5SS 

celebration  :  order  to  appoint  committee  to  prepare  and  report  pro- 
gramme, etc.,  passed  c  2S7-committee  appointed  c  2SS  a  312;  report  of 
committee,  submitting  programme  as  partial  report  a  499,  with  order 
authorizing  clerk  of  committees  to  make  necessary  arrangements,  etc., 
discussed  a  500,  501  accepted,  passed  a 501  C5C9;  order  to  close  all  public 
offices,  and  display  flags,  etc.,  referred  to  committee  on  ordinances 
c  547-report  with  order  in  new  draft,  accepted,  passed  a  59c— discussed 
c  598601— passed  c  600 

closing  streets  :  ordered  a  595 

flags  :  order  to  cause  the  flags  to  be  displayed,  etc.,  passed  c  570 

boliday  :  order  to  allow,  passed  a  621 

Seventeenth  of  September. 

order  to  display  flags  on  the  anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  Boston, 
passed  c  677  a  692 

Seventh  street. 

claims  :  C.  Murphy,  petition,  damages  to  estate  a  34S-refused  a542C54S; 

John  Murphy,  petition,  damages  to  property  a  34S-refused  a-542  c  548 
edsiestoues  and   sidewalk:    petition  a  372;   petition  a  4S3-granted 

11  543 
sidewalk  :  petition  a  735 
stables  :  W.  Peard,  petition  a  241-granted  a  342 

Sever  street,  Charlestown. 

sewer  :  cost  of  construction  a  53S 

Sewall,  D.  J. 

petition,  hearing  on  abating  nuisance,  Harrison  sq.  a  920-referred  to  next 
government  c  10S5  a  1094 
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Sewall,  G.  P. 

stable,  Columbia  st., 


D.,  petition  a  241-granted  a  275 


Sewall  &  Day  Cordage  Co. 

petition  for  grade  crossing1,  Lincoln  St.,  B.,  discussed,  referred  to  commit- 
tee on  paving-  a  55-report  recommending-  order  for  hearing,  accepted 
a  190-hearing  a  236-ordcr  for  hearing  a  241-hearing  a  337-report  with 
order  granting  permission,  discussed,  amended,  passed  a  343-acccpted 
a  460  petition  to  erect  building,  Everett  st.,  B.  a  661 -granted  c  710  a  71S; 
petition  to  build  series  of  bridges,  Western  ave.  a  931 -granted  a  9S6 
c  99^;  steam-engine,  Western  ave.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  932- 
hearing  a  9$8-granted  a  1009 

Sewall  court.     (See  Canal  Bank.) 
Sewell  place. 

lamps  :  Mary  Hyams  et  a  Is.,  petition  a  S70 

Sewerage,  Improved,  Department  of. 

appropriation  :  order  to  transfer  from  appropriation  for  dwelling- 
nouses  to  regular  appropriation,  referred  to  finance  c  677;  report  of 
finance,  accepted,  passed  c  702,  703-discussed,  passed  a  717-referred  to 
finance  a  719 

book:  011  main  drainage  works  :  communication  from  city  en- 
gineer relating  to,  referred  to  committee  on  improved  sewerage  a  1066- 
report.  with  order  to  have  1,500  copies  printed,  passed  a  1066  c  1077 

dwelling-Houses:  order  that  the  cUy  architect  proceed  with  the  erec- 
tion of  the  dwelling-houses  on  the  land  owned  by  the  city  at  the  pump. 
infestation,  Old  Harbor  Point,  passed  a  i6S-discussed,  assigned  c  174- 
referred  to  committee  on  improved  sewerage  c  205-report,  no  action 
necessary  a  106&  c  1072 

pumping-machiiiery  :  communication  from  mayor,  transmitting  com- 
munication from  city  engineer,  requesting  an  additional  appropriation, 
referred  to  committee  on  improved  sewerage  a  613 

salaries  :  petition  of  certain  employees  at  pum ping-station,  main-drain- 
age works,  for  increase  of  salary  a  i$5-rcport,  no  action  necessary 
a  1066  c  1072 

topics  in  mayor's  address  :  referred  c  101  a  106 

unfinished  business  :  order  to  appoint  special  committee  to  consider 
and  report  on,  passed  a  4  c  7-committee  appointed  a  4  c  iq,  66 

Sewer  Department. 

committee  :  standing  —  appointed  a  57:  joint  —  appointed  a  57  c  66 
superintendent:  Thomas  J.   Young  appointed  a  21— confirmed  a  53; 

Seth  Perkins  appointed  a  33S-confirmed  a  34S-referred  to  committee 
on  bonds  a  4S5~bond  approved  a  566;  ordinance  to  amend  chap.  6,  Rev. 
Ord.,  relating  to  salary,  referred  to  committee  on  sewers  c  630-report, 
accepted,   ordinance  passed    a  672  c  6S5 

annual  report :  (CD.  09)  c  354  a  375 

appropriation:  order  to  transfer  certain  sum  from  special  appropria- 
tion paving  department  wharf  to  sewer  department,  discussed  a  765,  766- 
referred  to  finance  a  766-report,  no  action  necessary,  accepted  c  7S4  a  799; 
order  to  transfer  certain  sum  from  the  introduction  of  meters  and  inspec- 
tion to  sewer  appropriation,  referred  to  finance  c  767;  communication 
from  mayor  calling  attention  to  necessity  for  a  larger  appropriation  and 
suggesting  that  unexpended  balances  and  paving  department  wharf  be 
transferred,  ordered  printed  and  assigned  c  76S,  769-referred  to  finance 
c  857 ;  order  to  transfer  to  appropriation  from  several  named  appropria- 
tions, discussed  c  S09,  Sio-referred  to  finance  c  Sio-report  and  order  in 
new  draft,  accepted,  went  over  a  S95,  S9'5-discussed  a  921,  022-amended, 
passed  a  922-dtscussed  c  960  963-went  over  c  963-discussea  c  1004,  1005- 
assigned  c  1005-discussed  c  1005,  1006-rejectcd,  reconsideration  assigned 
c  iou6-assigned  c  iot4-discussed  c  1029-1031-prevaiied,  discussed  c  1031, 
1032-referred  to  finance  c  1032-reports,  accepted,  motion  to  strike  out 
that  part  of  the  order  which  refers  to  appropriation  for  land  for  Hugh 
O'Brien  school  carried,  order  passed  c  104S  a  1061  ;  communication  from 
mayor  transmitting  communication  from  superintendent  sewers  relating 
to  immediate  necessity  for  money  to  carry  on  work-order  to  transfer 
from  Library,  New  Public,  to,  referred  to  finance  a  S22-discussed  c  S40, 
S4i-referred  in  concurrence  c  S41  ;  notice  of  reconsideration  of  vote  of 
reference  to  committee  on  finance,  withdrawn  c  S41  ;  report  and  order  to 
transfer,  accepted  a  S49-S52-rejected,  reconsideration  assigned  a  S52- 
discussed,  referred  to  finance  a  S74 

appropi  ial  ion  and  transfer  of  improved  sewerage  depart- 
ment: order  to  transfer  from  library  building  to  sewer  appropriation, 
and  that  care  and  maintenance  of  improved  sewerage  be  transferred  from 
city  engineer  to  sewer  department,  discussed  c  815,  816-referred  to 
special  committee  c  St6-report,  with  order,  accepted,  passed  c  10S4- 
discussed  a  iOQO-1092-passed  a  1092 

car-fares:  order  t<>  allow  fares  to  employees  when  employed  in  out- 
lying districts,  etc.,  referred  to  committee  on  sewers  a  344  report  no  ac- 
tion necessary,  accepted  a  350 

claim:  Putterill  and  Killian  petition,  compensation  for  work  done  on 
several  sewers  a  4S3-grantcd  a  671,672;  Edward  H.  Davies,  notice  of 
application    for  jury   on    sewer  ussessment  a  931 

construction  of  sewers:  resolve  and  order  that  superintendent  of 
sewers  lay  out  and  be  directed  to  report  schedule  of  expense  of  sewers 
in  certain  streets  named,  laid  over  a  1019-discussed  a  1035,  1036-passed 
a  1036 

deceased  employee:  order  to  pay  amount  due  Patrick  Hallinan  for 
services,  to  widow,  passed  a  S04  c  815 

need*  of  department :  communication  from  mayor  transmitting  com- 
munication from  superintendent  of  sewers,  relating  to  a  534,  535-ordered 
printed  a  535-referred    to  committee  on  appropriations  a   597 
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reports  of  sundry  sewers  :  referred  to  committee  on  sewers  a  141- 
report  with  order,  accepted,  passed  a  163-schedule  of  cost  of  sewers  with 
order  to  assess,  etc.,  referred  to  committee  on  sewers  a  162-report  with 
orders,  accepted,  passed  a  187;  schedule  of  cost,  referred  to  committee  on 
sewers  a  iS6-report  with  orders,  accepted,  passed  c  217;  schedule  of  cost, 
referred  to  committee  on  sewers  a  215-report  with  orders,  accepted, 
passed  a  251 ;  schedule  of  cost  of  construction  of  common  sewers  in  cer- 
tain streets,  with  orders  to  assess,  referred  to  committee  on  sewers  a  340; 
schedules  of  cost  with  order  to  assess  and  collect,  passed  a  350;  sundry 
schedules  of  cost,  etc.,  a  564;  cost,  referred  to  committee  on  sewers 
a  S72-report,  with  order  to  assess  and  collect,  accepted,  passed  a  S94; 
schedule  of  costs,  etc.,  referred  to  committee  on  sewers  a  1009-report 
accepted,  orders,  passed  a  101S;  schedule  of  cost,  etc.,  referred  to  com- 
mittee on  sewers  a  1034,  1062;  reports,  accepted  a  1063;  schedule  of 
cost,  etc.,  passed  a  1094 
sewers  in  certain  streets:  reportof  committee  on  sewers, with  com- 
munication from  superintendent  and  list  of  sewer  petitions,  recommend- 
ing reference  to  committee  on  finance  to  provide  means,  accepted  a  7S4- 
report,  referred  to  committee  on  sewers  a 991  c  995 
sewers  : 
A  ST. :  petition  a  662 

Alden  ST. :  petition  a634~order  for  hearing  a  672;  hearing  aogi-ordered 
a  720;  John  Stetson  et  als.,  remonstrance  against  a  662-refused  a  1063 
Ali.ston  st.,  B. :  order  for  hearing  a  637-hearing  a  660-ordered  a  694 
Argyle  st.:  ordered  a  217 
Arlington  st.  :  petition  a 932 

Akmandine  st.  :  petition   a  692-order  for  hearing  a  720-hearing  a  724 
Atlantic  ave.  :  order  for  hearing  a  637-hearing  a  660-ordered  a  094 
Austin  st.,  C. :  petition  a  536-order  for  hearing  a  590-ordered  a 637 
Barton  st.  :  petition  a  S42-order  for  hearing  a925~hearing  a93i-grantcd 

a  1063 
Beach  and  Federal  sts.,  and  Mt.  Washington  ave.  :  petition,  re- 
fund sewer  assessment  a  736-hearing  a  739-granted  a  77S 
Beale,  Fuller,  and  Bushnell  sts.,  L>. :  order  for  hearing  a  S2S- 

hearing  a  $43~granted  a  S7S 
Belvidere  st.  :  petition  a  S91 ;  petition  a  oSS-ordered  a  1063 
Bennett  st.  :  order  for  hearing  a  499-hearing  a  534-ordered  a  564 
Bennington  st.  :  trustees  of  House  of  Angel  Guardian,  petition,  abate, 
ment  of  assessment  a  269-granted  a  377;  Jane  McGinty  petition,  abate- 
ment, assessment  a  348-granted  a  462  ;  petition,  abatement,  assessment 
against  East  Boston  cemetery  a  402-granted  a  479 ;  Ellen  Cox,  petition, 
abatement,  assessment  a  4S3;  petition  a  475-order  for  hearing  a  499- 
hearing  a  534-granted  a  564  ;  petition  a  662;  Sarah  Sanderson,  assess- 
ment  abated  a  720;  petition  a  S9i-order    for  hearing  a  925-hearing 

Blue  Hill  ave.  :  petition  a  34S-order  for  hearing  a  377-hearing  a  401 ; 

order  for  hearing  a  462 
Boston  st.  :  L.  Jones,  petition  a  iS5-hearing  a  371-ordered  a  407;  J.  S. 

Hyde,  petition  to  be  refunded  sewer  assessment  c  256-refused  a  313 

C336 

Bowdoin  ave.,  D.:  W.  S.  Phelps,  petition,  abatement  of  assessment 
a  33S-granted  a  479;  R.  M.  Lapham,  petition,  abatement,  assessment 
a  4S3 ;  order,  to  abate  assessment  of  Robert  Lapham,  passed  a  925 

Bowdoin  st.  :  Lucy  M.  Robinson,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  662- 
refused  ay2o-petition  a  842 

Bkaintree  st.,  B.:  order  of  notice  of  hearing  a  462-hearing  a  475— 
granted  a  499 

Bremen  st.  .  ordered  a  113 

Brent  st.,  B. :  petition  a  S42 

Brighton  :  James  P.  Monroe  et  ah.,  petition,  abatement,  assessments 
a475-lransterred  a  S53 

Brighton  ave.:  C.  E.  Downing,  petition,  abatement,  assessment 
a9SS-refused  a  1063 

Brook  and  Florence  sts.  :  petition  a  135 

Brooks  st.,  E.B. :  ordered  a  1 13 

Brookfokd  st.:  C.  M.  Ward,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  33S- 
granted  a  479;  P.  11.  Kerrigan,  petition,  abatement  of  assessment 
a  371-refused  a  462;  Christiana  M.  Ward,  petition,  abatement,  assess- 
ment a  S7c-granted  a  925 

Brown  ave.  :  petition  a  74-ordered  a  113 

Bunker  Hill  st.  :  petition  a  743,  744 

Caldwell  st.  :  ordered  a  720 

Caldwell  and  Brighton  sts.,  C:  communicntion  from  board  o( 
health  relating  to  sewerage,  referred  to  committee  on  sewers  a  S93- 
report,  accepted  a  1063 

Caledonia  st.  :  petition  a  311-ordered  a  727 

Cambridge  st.,  13  :  petition  a  34$-order  for  hearing  a  377-hearing  a  401- 
order  for  hearing  a  462 

Carolina  ave.  :  order  for  hearing  a  316-hearing  a  337 

Carolina  st.,  W.R. :  J.  Fallon  et  als.,  petition  a  214 

Carrutii  st.  :  F.  L.  Pierce,  et  a/s.,  petition,  abatement,  assessment,  and 
also  abatement  of  nuisance  refused  a  13S  c  I4S 

Carson  St.,  D. :  petition  a  459-order  for  hearing  a  499-hearing  3534- 
granted  a  564 

Cemeteries:  order  to  abate  assessments  on  L,  Emerson,  and  Fifth 
sts.,  passed  a  462 

Central  wharf,  Atlantic  ave.  and  India  street:  petition  a  475 

Centre  st:  Union  for  Christian  Work,  petition,  abatement,  assessment 
a  475-granted  a  499",  petition  a  536-order  for  hearing  a  590-hearing 
a  613-yranted  a  637 ;  James  A.  King,  petition  to  be  paid  balance  due 
for  construction  of  tunnel,  a  561-granted  a  590 

Ceylon  st.  :  petition  a  724 

Chambers  st.  :  petition  a  536-order  for  hearing  a  564-hearing  a  5S4- 
granted  a  637 

Charles  st.,  D. :  order  of  notice  of  hearing  a  462- hearing  a  475-granted 
a  499 
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Chelsea  st.  :  Hannah  Holland,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  459- 
granted  a  542 

Chelsea  st.,  E.B. :  N.  Hamblin  &  Sons,  petition  a  776-gTanted  a  S2S 

Chester  park  :  ordered  a  672 

Chestnut-hill  ave.  :  petition  a  536-order  for  hearing  a  564-hearing 
a  5S4~ordered  a  500 

Chipman  ST. :  petition  a  536 

Circuit  St.,  R. :  resolve  and  order  to  take  land,  passed  a  894;  protest  of 
M.  Linahan  against  taking  land  a  S9i-report,  no  action  necessary, 
accepted  a  1063 

Cleveland  st.  :  petition  a  753 

Columbia  ST.,  C  :  petition  a  536-order  for  hearing  a  590;  petition 
a  34S-order  for  hearing  a  377-hearing  a  401— ordered  a  637;  order 
rescinded  a  720 

Columbia  St.,  D. :  order  for  hearing  a  462-hearing  a  613-granted  a  637 

Common  and  Public  Grounds  :  order  to  abate  certain  assessments 
against  department,  passed  a  462 

Condor  st.  :  petition  a  5S6-order  for  hearing  a  637-hearing  a66o-ordered 
a  694 

Congress  st.  :  petition  a  775-order  for  hearing  n  oS6-granted  a  IC09 

Cooper  st.  :  order  for  hearing  a  499-hearing  a  534 

Cornwall  st.  :  Eugene  F.  Margot,  assessment  abated  a  479;  ^Etna 
Rubber  Mills,  petition,  abatement  of  assessment  a  724 -refused  a  1063 

Ckeighton  ST. :  petition  a  74,  735 

Crescent  ave.  and  Carson  st.  :  preamble  and  order  for  hearing  on 
taking  of  land  of  T.  E.  Moseley  et  als.,  for  sewer  purposes  a  720- 
hearing  a  724 

Cumberland  st.  passage-way:  order  to  abate  sewer  assessment  as- 
sessed on  Fmnklin  Haven  el  a/s.,  and  reassess  on  certain  persons 
named  in  schedule  annexed,  passed  a  343,  479 

Dartmouth  st.  :  Trustees  of  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  petition,  abate- 
ment of  assessment  a  459-granted  a  564  ;  cost  of  construction  a  726,  736 

Day  ST. :  Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind,  petition,  abatement,  assess 
ment  a  459-refused,  discussed  a  564,  565-laid  on  table  a  565-abated 
a  1094;  order  for  hearing  a  727- hearing  a  734 

Decatur  ST.,  E.B. :  ordered  a  113;  petition  to  continue  a  932 

Decatur  and  Meridian  sts.  :  order  to  transfer  from  Hugh  O'Brien 
school  to  sewers  for,  discussed  c  oc,6-c,oS-passed  c  99S-motion  to  re- 
scind, discussed,  carried  c  1006;  order  to  complete,  passed  c  1012-in- 
dehnitely  postponed  a  1017  c  1022 

Doane  st.  :  heirs  of  Samuel  May,  petition,  abatement,  assessment 
a  920-refused  a  1063 

Dorchester:  Geo.  D.  Wells,  petition  to  apportion  assessment  a  260- 
report  and  order,  accepted,  passed  a  407;  preamble  and  order  for  hear- 
ing on  order  take  land  of  M.  Cunningham  et  a/s.,  Georgianna  Pollard 
et  a/s.,  passed  a  720-hearing  a  724-resolve  and  order,  passed  a  727- 
hearinga734;  order  for  hearing  on  taking  land  of  Neil  McNeil  for 
sewer  purposes  a  S53-hearing  a  86S-ordered  a  87S:  Mary  Leeds  et  al., 
petition,  compensation  for  land  taken  for  sewer  purposes,  refused  a  94S 

Dorchester  ave.:  petition  a  402 

Dorchester  Lower  Mills:  Henry  L.  Pierce  el  als.,  petition  thai 
proper  drainage  system  be  provided  a  561 

East  Boston  :  order  that  superintendent  of  sewers  be  requested  to 
ascertain  needs  for  more  perfect  drainage,  and  include  same  in  esti- 
mates referred  to  committee  on  appropriations  c  145-report  and  order, 
accepted,  passed  a  iSS 

East  Ninth  st.  :  petition  a  891 

Eastbuhn  ST. :  order  for  hearing  a  479-hearing  a  482-ordered  a  542 

Elden  ST.,  D. :  Hazard  Stevens,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  692- 
granted  a  77S 

Elmo  st.  :  petition  a  561,  932 

Evans  st.,  D. :  ordered  a  3 

Everett  st.,  B.:  order  of  notice  of  hearing  a  113-hearing  a  135-or- 
dered  a  2S2 

Fairfax  St.  :  petition  a  33$-hearing  a  371 -ordered  a  407 

Falcon  st.  :  petition  a  712-order  for  hearing  a  727-hearing  a  734- 
ordered  a  74S 

Falmouth  st.  :  petition  a  51-order  for  hearing  a  74S-hearing  a  751— 
granted  a  77S 

Faneuil  st.,  B.:  petition  a  475 

Fenton  and  Duncan  sts.  :  petition  a  269-order  of  notice  of  hearing 
a  462-he;iring  a  475-granted  a  499 

Fenwick  st.  :  petition  a  662-01 der  for  hearing  a  720-hearing  a  724 

Fekrin  ST.,  C. :  Margaret  O'Connor,  petition,  abatement, "assessment 
a6r^-granted  a  672 ;  G.  Warst,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  634- 
ab;ited  a  694;  Catherine  Ryan,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  634- 
abated  a  694;  Ellen  Mulholland,  assessment  abated  a  694;  John  Mon- 
gan  and  John  N'ason,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  692-granted 
a  727;  C.  Fitzpatrick,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  712-granted 
a  727  :  Ellen  F.  Dinneen,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  725-granted 
a  736;  Thomas  Flanigan  heirs,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  725- 
granleda736;  Mrs.  Dennis  Kelly,  petition,  abatement,  assessment 
a  735-refused  a77S;  Regina  Crimmings,  petition,  abatement,  assess- 
ment a  icoS-refused  a  1063;  order  to  abate  assessment  B.  Gibbons, 
passed  a  S94;  Thomas  Gill,  asessment  abated  a  1064;  James  Lamb, 
order  to  abate  assessment,  passed  a  675 

First  st.  :  petition,  belter  sewerage  a  634 

Florence  st.,  W.  R.:  petition  a  932-order  for  hearing  a  94S-hearing 
a  9S3-granted  a  1009 

Forest  Hills  and  Robeson  sts.:  petition  a  634-order  for  hearing 
a  672-hearing  a  691-ordered  a  720 

Forest  st.  :  John  J.  Williams,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  797- 
granted  aS2S;  St.  Patrick  Educational  So.,  petition,  abatement,  as- 
sessment a  1033 
Forest  st.  and  Mt.  Pleasant  ave.  :  St.  Patrick  Educational  Society, 
petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  712-granted  a  735 
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Foster  st.  :  ordered  a  407 

Freeman  st.,  D. :  petition  a  753 

Fuller  st.  and  Dorchester  ave.:  order  for  hearing  a  S:8-hearing 
a  S43-granted  a  87S 

Gaston  st.  :  Edward  H.  Davies,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  945- 
refused  a  1095 

Gerard  ST. :  petition  a  614-order  for  hearing  a  672-hearing  a  691- 
ordered  a  720 

Gladstone  st.  :  petition  a  536-order  for  hearing  a  672-hearing  a  691 ; 
order  for  hearing  a  720 

Glendon  st.  :  ordered  a  77S 

Gordon  st.  :  cost  of  construction  a  754-report,  with  order  to  assess  and 
collect,  accepted  a  779:  John  H.  Walsh,  assessment  abated  a  592 

Granite  st.  :  order  for  hearing  a  727-hearing  a  734-granted  a  748 

Guilford  ST.:  Henry  Baldwin,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  586- 
aliated  a  S77,  S7S 

H  st.  :  Annie  Kelley,  petition,  damages  by  bursting  sewer  c  256 

Hamilton  court  :  John  Read,  petition  a  725-21'anted  a  74S 

Hampshire  st.  :  Thomas  Jackson  el  als.,  petition  a  724 

Harvard  ST.,  D. :  M.  Foss  et  als.,  petition  a  241 ;  petition  and  order  for 
hearing  a  2S2-hearing  a  3rc-crdercd  a  343 

Harvard,  Abbott,  and  Wales  sts.,  D. :  sewer  assessment  of  Mary 
E-  Coughlan,  abated  a  1064 

Haviland  ST.:  petition  a  753-order  for  hearing  a  82S-hearing  a  843- 
granted  a  S7S 

Havre  ST. :  ordered  a  113 

Hichborn  st.  :  Arthur  llerrick,  assessment  abated  a  9S6 

High  st   :  petition,  extension  a  269 

Hillside  st.  :  ordered  a  24 

Holborn  ST. :  cost  of  construction  a  538,726:  order  to  assess  and  col- 
lect part  of  expense,  passed  3763;  E  H.  Davies,  assessment  abated 
a  763;  Thomas  Parker,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  797-refused 
aS7S 

Holton  ST.,  B. :  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  744,  748-hearing  a  751— 
granted  a  763 

Homestead  and  Hutchins  sts.,  R.:  Milbury  'Ros.'k  et  als.,  petition 
aiSS 

Howard  and  Wayland  sts.  :  C.  Cunningham,  petition  a  iS5-order  for 
hearing  a  542-hearing  a  561-ordered  a  590 

Howland-st.  extension  :  petition  a  586-order  for  hearing  a  672-hear- 
ing a  691-ordered  a  720 

Hulbert  ST. :  petition  a  692-order  for  hearing  a  720-hearing  a  724 

Humboldt  ave.:  Mrs.  Minnie  Stone,  petition,  abatement,  assessment 
*  536 

Huntington  ave.  passage-way  :  petition  a  45c;-refused  a  1063 

Jamaica  st.  :  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  2S2-hearing  a  3co-ordered 
a  343;  Thomas  Cangley  et  als.,  remonstrance   against  a  34S-refused 

Kilton  st.  :  ordered  a  343 

King  st.,  D. :  petition  a  735 

Lamont  st.  :  petition  a  735 

Leeds,  M.,  et  als. :  compensation  for  land  taken  for  sewer  in  Dorches- 
ter, petition  a  241 

Leydon  st.:  petition  a  634-order  for  hearing  a  672-hearing  a  691- 
ordered  a  720 

Lincoln  st.,  B. :  order  of  notice  of  hearing  a  113-hearing  a  135-ordered 
a  2S2;  Ellen  Killeen,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  402-abated 
a  479;  M.  Denvir,  petition,  abatement  of  portion  of  assessment  a  459- 
refused  a  932;  Mis.  Mary  DufFey,  petition,  abatement,  assessment 
a  475  granted  a  542;  Ellen  T.  Dee,  petition,  abatement,  assessment 
a475~granted  a  564;  Ellen  Killian,  petition,  abatement,  assessment 
a  561-granted  a  61S;  Almira  W.  Bennett,  petition,  abatement,  assess- 
ment a  5$6-granted  a  637;  Arthur  E.  Cafflin,  petition,  abatement, 
assessment  a  920-granted  a  932;  Ellen  T.  Dee,  petition,  abatement, 
assessn 
ment 
ment  a    1015-refused  a  1063 

Linden  St.,  B.:  order  to  abate  Geo.  G.  Morrison  assessment,  passed 
a  542;  Isaac  C.  Pratt,  Jr.,  Henry  E.Jones,  order  to  abate  assessment, 
passed  a  6iS-asscssment  abated  a  694 

Longwood  ave.:  Bridget  Coppinger,  petition,  abatement,  assessment 
a  932- refused  a  9S6 

Longwood  ave.  and  Ward  st.  :  petition  a  475 

Ludlow  st.  :  petition  a  4S3-order  for  hearing  a  564-hearing  a  5S4~granted 
a  637 

Mansfield  st.  and  Hill  ave.  :  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  744, 
748-hearing  a  751-granted  a  763 

Maple  st.,  R. :  petition  a  459-order  for  hearing  a  499-hearing  a  534- 
granted  a  564 

Market  St.,  B. :  Matthew  Mullin,  petition,  abatement,  assessment 
a  725-granted  a  748;  James  W.  French,  assessment  abated  a  736 

Market,  Waver  ley,  and  Lincoln  sts.  and  Western  ave.  : 
Martin  Ryan,  petition,  division,  assessment  a  945-granted  a  9S6;  P. 
B.Swett,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  932-granted  a  9S6;  Ber- 
nard Kelly,    petition   to  be    refunded    portion   of    assessment   a   9S3- 

granled  a  1009 

Maveiuck  st.:  petition  a  22-order  for  hearing  a  113-hearing  a  135- 
ordered  a  407 

Maxwell  st.  :  petition  a  712 

Melbourne  st.  :  petition  a  S70 

Mekkimacst.  :  cost  of  construction  a  72^,736;  Bernard  Nelson,  peti- 
tion, abatement,  assessment  a  797-granted  a  S53 

Midland  st.  :  petition  a  536-order  for  hearing  a  564-hearing  a  5S4- 
^ranted  a  637 

Minotst.  :  A.  Conant  el  als.,  petition  a  214-order  for  hearing  a  35c— 
hearing  a37i-ordered  a  407 


sssment  a  S91  ;  John  Degnan,  petition,  partial  abatement,  assess- 
Tt  a  looS-refused  a  1063;  James  Green,  petition,  abatement,  assess- 
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Mitchell  st.  :  Mary  O'Brien,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  1015; 
Hugh  Smith,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  1015 

Montrose  ave.,  R. :  D.  McKay,  petition  a  iSs-hearing  a  371-ordered 
a  407-order  rescinded  a  542 

Montrose  st.  :  ordered  a  542 

Moore  st.  :  Mary  J.  Barley,  petition,  abatement  of  assessment  a  311- 
granted  a  350;  Annie  M.  Jackson,  petition,  abatement,  sewer  assess- 
ment a  561-granted  a  672 

Morris  st.  :  M.  Crilley,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  311-granted 
a  35° 

Motte  ST. :  petition  a  459-order  for  hearing  a  499-hearing  a  534-granted 
a  564 

Mozart  St.  :  petition  a  775 

Mt.  Pleasant  ave.  :  Eliza  Kendrick,  assessment  abated  a736 

Muddy-river  conduit  :  Boston  &  Roxbury  Mill  Corporation,  notice  to 
discontinue  flow  of  sewerage  through  a  31  [-order  to  investigate  and  re- 
port what  right  the  city  has  to  construct  sluiceway  as  an  outlet  to 
Muddy  river  through  the  lands  of  the  Roxbury  Mill  Co.,  referred  to 
committee  on  sewers  a  462 

N  ST. :  order  for  hearing  a  720-hearing  a724-granted  a  736 

Newberne  ST.:  petition,  continuation  a  4S3-urder  for  hearing  a  564- 
hearing  a  584-granted  a  637 

Newbury  st.  :  petition  a  743 

North  St.  :  petition  a  712-order  for  hearing  a  727-hearing  a  734-granted 
a74S 

No.  Beacon  ST. :  Mary  Roan,  petition,  abatement  of  assessment  a  33S- 
granted  a  377;  John  H,  Walsh,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  735- 
granted  a  992 

No.  Margin  st.  :  cost  of  construction  a  726,  736;  James  Mullen  heirs, 
assessment  abated  a  992;  Ellen  Murphy,  petition,  abatement,  assess 
ment  a  823-granted  a  S94 

Norton  ST.,  D. :  petition  a  459 

Ocean  ST. :  ordered  a  3 

Ocean  st.  and  Wells  ave.  :  order  to  abate  assessments  of  Mrs.  Jane 
Lowry  and  reassess  same,  passed  a  497 

Park  Deft.  :  order  to  abate  assessment,  Walnut  ave.,  passed  a  462 

Parker  ST.,  C. :  petition  a  614;  remonstrance  against  a  633 ;  order  for 
hearing  a  694— hearing  a  71  i-ordered  a  720;  cost  of  construction  a  754- 
report,  with  order  to  assess   and  collect,  accepted  a  779 

Passage-way  near  Cumberland  st. :  ordered  a  2S2 

Paul  Gore  st.  :  petition  to  extend  a  744-order  for  hearing  a  77S-hearing 
a  797-gianted  a  S2S;  Geo.  S.  Curtis  et  at.,  petition,  abatement,  assess- 
ment a  1033 

Perkin  ST.,  C. :  cost  of  construction  a  53S 

Pleasant  ST.,  D. :  petition  a  459-order  tor  hearing  a  499-hearing  a  534- 
granted  a  564 

Pond  ave.  and  Chestnut  st.,  W.R.,  petition  a  311-refused  a  1063 

Poplar  st.  :  petition  a  536 

Poplar  ST.,  W.R. :  Putierill  <y.  Killian,  petition,  compensation  for  extra 
work  a  662  ;  petition  a536-order  for  hearing  a590-hearing  a  613-granted 
a  637 

Prospect  ave.,  W.  R. :  petition  a  743 

Public  lands:  order  to  abate  assessments,  Highland,  Centre,  and 
Swett  sts.,  passed  a  402 

Reed  st.  :  ordered  a  1S7 

Rockland  st.  :  Win.  Donaldson,  assessment  abated  a  61S 

Rockland  st.,  W.  R. :  Abraham  French,  trustee,  petition,  partial  abate- 
ment, assessment  a  1015 

Rockview  ST.:  cost  of  construction  a  53S ;  Maria  H.  Dawes,  petition, 
abatement,  assessment  a  634-abated  a  727 

Rockwell  ST. :  petition,  drain  a  735 

Rogers  st.:  cost  of  construction  a  754-report,  with  order  to  assess  and 
collect,  accepted  a  779 ;  James  H.  Gallagher,  petition,  abatement,  as- 
sessment a  920- refused  a  oSn 

Roslin  ST.,  D. :  M.  C.  Hartford,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  33S- 
granted  a  377 

Salem  st.  :  petition  a  752 

Saratoga  st.  :  order  for  hearing  a  3-hearing  a  21-ordered  a  24  ;  petition 
to  extend  a  241-order  for  hearing  a  2S2-hearing  a  309-ordered  a  343 

Sargent  St.,  D.:  H.  Gerrish,  petition  to  enter  a  561-granted  a  736- 
ordered  a  637 

Savin  hill  ave.:  petition  a  561 

Sawyer  ave.,  D. :  petition  a  459,  691-order  for  hearing  a  720-hearing 
a  724-granted  a  736 

School  st.,  B.  :  Charles  YV.  Sanderson,  petition,  abatement,  assessment 
a  921  ;  Geo.  W.  Boynton,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  100S; 
Hugh  Giblin,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  1015;  M.  Murphv, 
petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  1015;  Owen  King,  petition,  com- 
pensation for  land  taken  a  1033 

Schuyler  st.  :  petition  a  459 

Sever  St.,  C. :  cost  ot  construction  a  53S;  order  to  abate  assessment 
levied  on  dept.  of  common  and  squares,  passed  a  618 

Shirley  ST. :  C.  A.  Baker,  petition  to  be  refunded  sewer  assessment, 
refused  a  164  c  174;  Geo.  Curtis  and  S.  A.  Bolster,  petition,  abatement, 
assessment,  discussed  a  269,  270 

South  Cove  :  petition,  sewerage  a  5S6 

South   St.:   ordered  a   113;   M.  Cronin,   petition,   damages  to  estate, 

•   refused  a  1S7  c  193 

Spring  st.  :  order  lor  hearing  a  564-hearing  a  5S4~ordered  a  590 

Standish  ave.  :  petition  a  475 

St.  John  st.  :  cost  of  construction  a  53S 

St.  Paul  st.  :  petition  a  4S3 

Surrey  St.,  B.:  ordered  a  499 

Sycamore  st.  :  order  for  hearing  a  35c-hearing  a  371-ordered  a  407 

Sycamore  st.,  W.R.:  order  for  hearing  a  564-hearing  a  584-granted 
a  637 
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Tappan  ST. :  petition  a  371-order  for  hearing  a  499-hearing  a  534- 
granted  a  564 

Taylor  st.  :  petition  a  S23 

Texas  st.  :  petition  a  475-order  for  hearing  a  564-hearing  a  5S4-granted 
a  637 

Thwing  terrace:  petition  a  S23 

Tremont  ST.,  R.:  ordered  a  217;  Hannah  M.  Muldoon,  petition  8402- 
granted  a  499;  John  Stanton,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  3402- 
granted  3462;  Boston  Society  of  Redemption  Fathers  a  402-granted 
a  479;  order  to  abate  assessment  of  Michael  Cummings,  passed  a  462; 
L.  P.  Siehert,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  483-granted  a  504;  R. 
T.  Paine,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  536-granted  a  564;  Eliza- 
beth Jones,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  561-granted  a  590;  pe- 
tition to  build  new  sewer  a  561;  petition  a  S23;  conduit,  report  no 
action  necessary,  accepted  a  1063 

Tubbs,  W.  O. :  petition  to  have  sewer  assessment  refunded  a  725 

Tuttle  ave.:  petition  3371 

Union  sck_  :  petition  a  34S-order  for  hearing  a  377-hearing  a  401-order 
for  hearing  a  462 

Van  Winkle  St.:  petition  3483 

Vine  st.  :  order  for  heaiing  a  498-hearing  a  534-granted  a  564 

Waukullah  st.  :  T.  Clasby,  petition,  compensation  for  land  taken  for 
sewer  purposes  a  1 033-referred  to  committee  on  claims  a  1063 

Walker  st.  :  petition  a  269-order  for  hearing  a  282-hearing  a  309- 
ordered  a  343 

Walker  ST.,  W.R. :  petition  a  371-order  for  hearing  a  462-hearing 
a  475-ordered  a  499 

Walnut  ave.:  Mary  G.  Appleton,  petition,  abatement,  assessment 
a  402-refused  a  462;  Susan  D.  Messenger,  petitions,  abatement, 
assessment  a  561-refused  a  637;  petition  a  735 

Walter  ST. :  petition  a  269;  ordered  3736;  petition  a  753 

Warren  st.  :  petition  a  371-order  for  hearing  a  462-hearing  a  475- 
granted  a  499;  petition  a  724 

Warwick  st.:  petition  a  752,  753 

Washington  st.  :  petition  to  reapportion  sewer  assessment  of  Samuel 
Jackson  heirs  a  348-granted  a  377 

Washington  St.,  B. :  petition  a  74-order  for  hearing  a  113-hearing 
a  135-ordered  a  2S2 ;  order  to  abate  assessment  of  E.  F.  Baxter  and 
reassess  on  person  named,  passed  a  344  ;  petition  a  402,  4S3~order  for 
hearing  a  542-ordered  a  590 

Washington  st.,  D. :  petition  a  51-granted  a  140;  petition  a  33S;  order 
to  abate  assessment  of  E.  and  Roswell  Gleason,  and  reassess  on  per- 
son named,  passed  a  344;  order  to  transfer  and  reassess  assessments 
of  Win.,  Marian,  and  Henrietta  Faxon  to  M.  M.  Ourish,  C.  S.  Clerke, 
J.  McDonald,  G.  W.  Pope,  F.  H.  Talcott,  R.  and  E.  F.  Gleason, 
passed  a  420;  Wm.  Faxon  et  ats.,  petition,  abatement  of  assessment 
a  691— granted  a  925  ;  John  McDonald,  petition,  abatement,  assessment 
a  691-granted  3925  ;  Charles  S.  Clarke,  petition,  abatement,  assessment 
a  634-abated  a  S94 

Washington  st.,  W.R. :  A.  K.Spauldingrfo/s.,  remonstrance  against 
a  536;  petition  a  483 

Waumbeck  st.  :  Jonathan  French,  petition,  abatement,  assessment 
a  371-granted  a  61S;  Minnie  Stone,  assessment  abated  a  763 

Waverley  st.,  B.:  petition  a  S91 

Waverley  st.,  R. :  order  for  hearing  a  479-hearing  a  4S2-ordered 
3542 

Way  land  ST. :  hearing  a  561 

West  Chester  park  :  ordered  a  1S7 

W'est  Chester  park  passage-way  :  petition  a  459 

Western  AVE.:  order  for  hearing  a  637-hearing  a  660-ordered  a  694; 
G.  Fuller  et  ats.,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  9SS-refused  a  1063; 
James  Green,  assessment  abated  a  1063 

Western  ave.,  Market,  Waverley'  sts.:  James  Dee,  abatement, 
assessment,  granted  a  1063 

Westfield  St.;  J.  Thaxler,  assessment  3b:ited  a  2S2 

Westminster  st.  :  S.  Rowland  Hart,  petition,  ab3tement,  assessment 
a  870-refused  a  925 

Westville  st.  and  Bowdoin  ST.,  D. :  ordered  a  140;  order  to  reassess 
assessment  assessed  on  J.  S.  Hyde,  passed  a  344-notice  of  an  appeal 
to  a  jury  from  the  assessment  by  the  city  a  371 

Winter  st.  D.:  petition  a  269;  remonstrance  against  a  311-order  for 
hearing  a  407-hearing  a  45S-granted  a  479;  P.  S.  Yendell  and  D.  B. 
Stedman,  Jr.,  remonstrance  against  a  4S3-refused  a  542;  petition  to 
extend  a  735 

Winthrop  ST.,  C. :  cost  of  construction  a  53S;  B.  F.  Allen,  petition, 
abatement,  assessment  a692-gr3nted  3727 

Withington  ST. :  petition  a  536-order  for  hearing  a  590-hcaring  a  613- 
granted  a  637 

Sexton,  James  H. 

itling  exhibition,  Music   hall,  granted 


hall  a  9SS-granted  a  1009-date  changed  a  1020 

Shaffner,  J.  V. 

stable,  Bailey  St.,  petition  a  735-granted  a  746 

Shannon,  Jas.  B. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Sharland,  J.  B.,  et  ah. 

sidewalks,  Crawford  St.,  petition  a  269 


a  893;  petition,  license,  Music 


Sharp,  Mrs.  John  J.  B. 

petition,  abatement,  edgestone   assessment,    E.    Fifth    st.   a  9SS-granted 
a  1094 

(100) 
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Shaving  street,  cor.  Mt.  Washington  avenue. 

land  :  Charles  P.  Hemenway  et  ah.,  trustees,  notice  of  hearing  on 
matter  of  claim  to  certain  land,  placed  on  file  a  846 

Shaving  street. 
land  :  notice  of  hearing;  relative  to  fencing-  a  S93 

Shaw,  John  O.,  et  ah. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  estate,  Beacon  St.  a  269-referred  to 
committee  on  paving  a  341  c  355-passed  a  407;  petition  to  lower  cellar, 
Causeway  St.  a  34S-referred  to  committee  on  inspection  of  buildings 
a  372-granted  a  460 

Shaw,  Mrs.  L.  C. 

coal-hole,  Harrison  ave.,  petition  a  S42-granted  a  S76 

Shaw,  S.  Edward,  Councilman,  Ward  17. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed  :  committee  on  improved  sewerage  c  19;  public  institutions, 

schools  and  school-houses,  improved  sewerage  c  65,  66;  funeral  ex-Mayor 

Albert  Palmer  c  533;  entertainment  of  city  council  of  Philadelphiac55i ; 

Maguire  investigation  c  S12 
remarks  :  South    Boston    school-house   c    36S,   392;    appropriation   bill 

c  441 ;  Roxbury  high-school  site  c  473,  51S 

Shaw,  Sisette  C. 

order  to  pay  land  damages,  widening  Harrison  ave.,  passed  a  594 

Shaw  street. 

stable  :  Edward  B.  Spinney,  petition  a  459-granted  a  479 

Shaw  and  La  Grange  streets,  West  Roxbury. 

lamps  :  John  D.  Dodge  et  als.,  petition  a  712 

Shawmut  avenue. 

bay-window  :  Asher  Ratshesky,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  744- 

hearing  a  751 -refused  a  S05 
cellar  :  James  N.  Tnompson,  refused  a  13S,  164 
claims  :  W.  Rail,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  JS5  ;  Michael  Freeman,  Jr., 

petition,  damages  to  estate  a  725-granted  a  743 
edgestones  and  sidewalk  :  granted  a  373 
electric  light :  Geo.  C.  Dobson  et  ah.,  petition  a  724 
lamps  :  in  passage-way,  James  Teevan,  petition  a  561 
numbering  :  renumbering  ordered  a  S76 

poles  :  Boston  Electi  ic  Light  Co.,  petition  a  945-granted  a  947 
steam-engine  :  Wm.  Wallace,  petition  a  561-retused  a  S96 

Sheehan,  Daniel,  et  ah. 

electric  light,  Third  St.,  petition  a  22 

Sheehan,  John. 

order  to  allow  pay  while  disabled  bv  injuries  received  while  at  work  in 
the  health  department,  referred  to  committee  on  health  a  77;  referred  to 
committee  on  claims  c  10S5  a  1090 

Shehan,  D.  D.,  et  ah. 

petition  for  use  of  Faneuil  hall  a  241-granted  a  275 

Shelby  street. 

building  :  Samuel  J.  Ellis,  petition  to  erect  a  870-granted  c  SSS  a  S92 

Shepard,  Geo.  F.,  et  als. 

petition  that  Waumbeck  St.  be  sprinkled  a  634 

Shepley,  Charles  H. 

appointed  weigher  of  beef  a  212-confirmed  a  242;  appointed  weigher  of 
boilers  and  heavy  machinery  a  212-confirmed  a  242 ;  appointed  weigher 
of  coal  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Sherburne,  John  H.,  et  ah. 

petition  that  Seminary  place  be  laid  out  as  street  a  1015 

Sheridan  avenue. 

tax-sale  :  G.  P.  Gilman,  petition  to  be  paid  balance  of  tax-sale  of  estate 

:l74 
coasting  :  order  to  allow,  passed  a  52 
steam-engine  :  J.  \V.  French,  petition    a   945-granted   a  9S6;    D.  W. 

French,  petition  a  icoS-granted  a  101S 

Sheridan  street. 

claim  :  order  to  pay  S.  A.  Gilman  balance  tax-sale  estate,  passed  a  925 
C996 

Sherman,  H.  Maria. 

petition,  personal  injuries  on  highway  a  34S-refused  a  828  c  S32 

Sherman,  Orrin,  et  ah. 

edgestones  and  improvements,  Mayo  St.,  petition  a  712 

Sherwin,  Thomas,  et  ah. 

sidewalk,  Centre  St.,  cor.  Eliot  St.,  petition  a  475 


Sherwood  street. 

gutters  :  John  E.  Blakemore,  petition  to  pave  a  735-granted  a  747 

Shirley  street. 

bay-window  :  Henry  B.  Stratton,  order  for  hearing  a  724-hearing 
a  734-granted  a  748 

edgestones  and  sidewalk:  petition  a  871 

sewers:  Charlotte  A.  Baker,  petition  to  be  refunded  assessment,  re- 
fused a  164  c  174;  Geo.  Curtis  &  S.  A.  Bolster,  petition,  abatement, 
assessment,  discussed  a  269,  270 

Short,  John  C. 

petition  to  run  barges,  South  Boston  a  160-granted  a  164;  petition  to  run 
barges  a  iS5~granted  a  216 

Short,  John  C,  Councilman,  Ward  22. 
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appointed  :  committee  on  reservoir  lot  c  n  ;  Stony  brook  c  50;  legis- 
lative affairs,  public  institutions,  sewers,  sale  of  reservoir  lot,  Stony 
brook  c  65,  66 

remarks  :  Saturday  half-holidays  c  iS;  eight-hour  law  c  29;  represen- 
tation from  wards  22  and  25  c  92;  employment  of  police  during  strike 
C1S0-1S3;  charges  for  railroad  franchises  c  471 ;  Heath. st.  gravel  bank 
c  507;  halt  holiday  on  Saturdays  c  513,  514;  entertainment  of  Hon.  Wm. 
O'Brien  C556;  entertainment  of  Terrence  V.  Powderly  c  577:  Beacon- 
hill  reservoir  lot  c  601;  printing  contract  c  630;  holiday,  State  and 
municipal  elections  c  915,  916,  917;  reapportionment  of  councilmen 
c  944,  1007;  common  council  membership  c  974,  979;  paving  employees 
0976,981;  sewer  appropriation  c  IC05,  1031,  1032;  Stony  brook  c  1056; 
election  laws  c  1075;  reference  of  orders  to  next  government  c  1078, 
1079;  closing  proceedings  c  10S7 

Shourds,  Charles  F.,  &  Co. 

steam-engine,  Elm  St.,  C,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  101,  214- 
hearing  a  236,  02S-granted  a  341 

Shuman,  Samuel,  et  ah. 

edgestones,  Seaver  St.,  petition  a  871 

Shurtleff,  Augustine,  et  ah. 

lamps,  court  off  Medford  St.,  petition  a  743 

Shurtleff  court. 

lamps  :  Reed  Bros,  and  Sawin  Bros.,  petition  a  945 

Sidelinger,  Remly  S. 

boxing  tree,  Leverett  St.,  refused  a  991 

Sidewalks.      (See  different  streets.) 
Sidwell,  Alfred  J. 

appointed  measurer  of  grain  a  212-confirmed  a  242 

Sidwell,  Joseph,  Jr. 

appointed  measurer  of  grain  a  212-confirmed  a  242 

Siebert,  Louis  P. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Tremont  St.  a  483-granteu  a  564 

Signs,  Posts,  etc. 

Broadway:  petition  of  citizens  to  raise  flags,  referred  to  committee   on 

police,  report,  granting,  accepted  a  1016 
Bunker  Hill  st.  :  Young  Men's  Temperance  Society,  of  Charlestown, 

permit  to  suspend  flag,  granted  a  713 
Ciiardon  ST.;  R.    H.  Smith,   petition   to  project  umbrella  sign   a   241- 
granted  a  342 
Dudley  st.  :  John   E.  Killian,    petition  to  suspend    flag    a  105-granted 

a  114 
Harrison  ave.  :  John  W.  Hayes  et  ah.,  flag,  granted  a  719 
Kneeland  st.  :  St.  James  Young  Men's  Association,  petition,  flag  a  34S- 

granted  a  40S 
Merrimac  st.  :  F.  G.  Williams,  petition  to  project  sign  a  1033 
Wales  st.  :  Ellen  R.  Robson,  petition,  hitching-post  a  459 
Walk  Hill  st.  :  North  End  Missinn,  petition  a  634-granted  a  672 
Washington  ST. :  Floyd,  Pratt,  &  Rounds,  petition  a  4S3-refused  asSS; 
St.  James    Young   Men's  T.  A.   So.,  granted  a  719;   N.   B.  Goodnow, 
illuminated    sign,  hearing   a   775;  James   Donaldson,    petition    a    775- 
granted  a  S02 ;  Thomas  G.  Stevenson  Post  26,  G.A.R.,  suspension,  flag, 
granted  a  S96. 
Water  st.  :    Timothy  Sullivan,  petition  to  project    flag   a  725-granted 

a  747 
West  st.  :  M.  F.  Fisk,  petition  to  project  gloved  hand  a  921 
Winter  st.  :  New  England  Woman's  Suffrage,  petition  to  suspend  flag, 
granted  a  1016 


Sigourney  street. 

lamps  :  E.  WTyman  et  ah.,  trustees,  petition  a  S91 

Silloway,  Chas.  E. 

appointed  second  assistant  messenger  a  215,  216,  c  224 
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Silloway,  Thomas  W. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  No.  Beacon  St.,  petition  a  725 -granted  a  747 

Silsby,  T.  J. 

steam-engine,  Washington  St.,  D.,  petition  a  775-granted  a  S77 

Simmons,  Rowena  A.,  Heirs  of. 

order  to  pay  land  damages,  occasioned  by  widening  of  Amory  St.,  R., 
passed  a  779 

Simmons,  S.  B. 

steam-engine,  Otis  St.,  petition  a  161-granted  a  1S9 

Simmons  street. 

Imildciftg  :  Isaac  Blair  &  Co.,  petition  to  move  a  S42-granted  a  S76 
edgestones  :  ordered  a  729;  Roxbury  Carpet  Co.,  order  to  abate  assess. 

ment,  passed  a  992 
improvements  :  petition  to  put  in  order  a  5S6-granted  a  673 

Simonton  &  Gill,  et  ah. 

petition,  sewer,  Bunker  Hill  St.  a  743,  744 

Simpson,  John  B. 

petition,  license,  petroleum  a  921-granted  a  1009 

Sinclair,  Albert  T. 

edgestones,  No.  Beacon  St.,  petition  a  920;  order  to  pay  for  loss  of  fowls, 
passed  a  S95 

Sinclair,  C.  A. 

steam-engine,  Columbus  ave.,  hearing  a  1015-granted  a  1034 

Sinclair  place,  Brighton. 

lamps  :  John  H.  Lee  et  als.,  petition  a  920 

Sinking-Fund. 

commissioners :  A.  Davis  Weld,  Jr.,  Joseph  H.  Gray,  appointed 
a  157-connrmed  a  1S6;  notice  of  organization  a  477  c  506 

annual  report :  CD.  134  a  744  c  769 

requirements  :  communication  from  commissioners  relating  to  re- 
quirements for  financial  year,  referred  to  committee  on  appropriations 
a2is 

transfers  :  order  that  commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  to  transfer 
the  surplus  of  any  sinking-fund  above  the  entire  amount  of  the  debt 
for  the  payment  of  which,  fund  was  established,  to  such  other  fund  or 
funds  in  their  control  as  they  may  deem  advisable,  discussed  c  170- 
173-passed  c  173  a  iS6-report  of  finance  with  orders  for  transfer,  ac- 
cepted, passed  a  275  c  291 

Site  of  First  Public  Latin  School.     (See  Latin  School.) 
Sixth  street. 

building  :  John  Cavanagh  &  Son,  petition  to  move  a  34S-granted  a  372 
claim  :  J.  Leary,  petition,  personal  injuries  a  34S 
edgestones  and  sidewalk  :  petition  a  562-granted  a  728 
sidewalk  :  petition  a  634-granted  3719 

stable:  Joseph  George,  petition  a  347-granted  3373;  Thomas  Rayner, 
petition  a  725-refused  a  746 

Skillings,  David  N. 

report  of  committee  on  claims,  with  order  to  pay  certain  sum  on  account 
of  assessment  and  payment  of  betterments  on  lands  for  laying  out 
Back-bay  park  c  234,  235-discussed,  passed  c  235-assigned  a  242-dis- 
cussed  a  285,  2S6-passed  a  2S6 

Slater,  Andrew  C. 

Hyatt  lights  and  coal-holes,  Charlestown  St.,  petition  a  536-granted  a  567 

Slattery,  John  F.,    et  ah. 

sewer,  Leyden  St.,  petition  a  634 

Sleighing  Carnival,  East  Boston.    (See  Chelsea  Street,  East 
Boston.) 

Slight,  Geo.  F. 

stable,  Washington  St.,  R.,  petition  a6i4~refused  3671 

Smart,  R.  B. 

stable,  Washington  St.,  B.,  petition  a  1060 

Smith,  Benj.  F. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Smith,  C.  R,  and  E.  W.  Stetson. 

order  to  pay  land  damages,  laying  out  Sackville  St.,  passed  a  378 

Smith,  Charles  W. 

lamps,  Gloucester  st.,  petition  a  842 


Smith,  Charles  "Whipple,  Alderman,  District  5. 

qualified  :  page  1 

appointed  :  committee  on  unclaimed  baggage  a  22;  reservoir  lot  823; 
standing  —  steam-engines;  joint  —  bridges,  city  clerk's  department, 
city  collector's  department,  city  treasury,  East  Boston  ferries,  markets, 
public  lands  a  57-water;  joint  special  —  mayor's  address  ac;S;  funeral 
ex-mayor  Albert  Palmer  a  530;  entertainment  of  city  council  of  Phila- 
delphia a  546;  Faneuil  hall  special  a  676 

remarks  :  park  loan  a  4,  107;  Sunday  laws  a  106;  Stony  brook  improve- 
ment a  115,  142;  question  raised  a  169;  examination  of  city  clerk's  ac- 
count a  1S6;  Boston  Heating  Co.  a  191,  2S4;  James  &  Mabury,  claim 
3240;  Hyde  school  a  242;  James  McCormick's  estate  a  248,  249;  land 
damages  a  252;  Wm.  Donovan's  stand  a  253;  Back-bay  park  better- 
ments a  2S6;  refund  of  liquor  license  a  341;  court-house  loan  3342; 
Muddy  river  a  349;  proposed  new  Cambridge  bridge  a  376,  594,  595,  614; 
Arbor  day  a  377,  37S;  watering  streets  a  378,379;  watering  macadamized 
streets  a  40S,  4C9;  annual  estimates  a  414,  416;  American  Conduit  Co. 
a  446 ;  Jamaica  Pond  Aqueduct  Co.  a  496-49S ;  salaries  of  fire  commission- 
ers a  541 ;  subdivision  of  contracts  a  5S7  ;  gates  on  drawbridges  a  698a 
electric- light  poles  a  777;  police  signal-station  a  779;  police  signal-boxes 
a  79S;  election  officers  a  Soi  ;  Beacon-hill  reservoir  a  S44 ;  Suburban 
Street  R.R.,  locations  a  S69;  Wilson  estate,  B.  a  S7S;  East  Boston  high 
school  a  9S4 ;  sale  of  land  belonging  to  city  a  9S5 ;  sewers  a  1035,  1036; 
paving  appropriation  a  1040;  election  returns  a  1044,  I045>  park  loan 
a  1061 ;  electric  lights  in  market  a  1065;  transfer  of  improved  sewerage 
department  a  1090 

Smith,  E.  J. 

personal  injuries,  Tremont  St.,  refused  a  272  c  2S9 

Smith,  Edward. 

stable,  Spring  ave.,  W.R.,  petition  a  51-granted  a  77 

Smith,  F.  W.,  Jr. 

elected  clerk  of  fire  commissioners  a  477  c  506 

Smith,  Frederick  A. 

coal-hole,  Bowdoin  St.,  petition  a  S24-granted  a  846 

Smith,  G.  A.,  Trustee,  et  ah. 

petition  to  revoke  permit  to  locate  poles,  W.  Newton  St.  a  1008 

Smith,  Hugh. 

petition,  abatement,  edgestone  assessment,  Mitchell  st.  a  1033-refused 
a  1094;  petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Mitchell  St.  a  1015 

Smith,  L.  F. 

sacred  concert,  Bijou  theatre,  petition,  license  a  752-granted  a  764 

Smith,  Lorenzo. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Smith,  Louisa  F. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  a  135 

Smith,  Michael. 

personal  injuries,  Hollis  St.,  refused  a  164  c  174 

Smith,  N.  &  Co. 

pipe,  Marginal  st.,  petition  a  735-granted  a  747 

Smith,  Nathan  Gilman,  Alderman,  District  10. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed:  committee  to  determine  state  aid  a  3 ;  licenses  a  25;  stand- 
ing—  armories  and  military  affairs,  licenses,  steam-engines;  special  — 
state  aid  ;  joint  —  appropriations,  contingent  expenses,  city  hospital,  in- 
spection of  buildings,  public  parks,  police  department,  printing  a  57; 
joint  special  —  Stony  brook  a  5S ;  new  bridge  to  Cambridge  a  75;  Kear- 
sarge  burial-ground  a  75;  funeral  ex-mayor  Albert  Palmer  a  530; 
special  committee,  opening  of  streets  a  742 

remarks  :  park  loan  a  4;  coasting,  Bainbvidge  st.  a  21;  grade-crossing 
a  55;  armories  a  56,  13$;  limit  of  taxation  and  indebtedness  a  106; 
employment  of  armed  bodies  a  no;  superintendent  of  health 
a  142;  salaries  in  department  of  inspection  of  buildings  a  165-167;  Wm. 
Donovan's  stand  a  253;  James  McCormick's  estate  a  249;  Shirley-st. 
sewer  assessments  a  269,  270;  new  Cambridge  bridge  a  27S;  assistant 
clerk  of  committees  a  27S-2S0;  Boston  Heating  Co.  a  z%^  2S4  ;  signs  on 
trees  a  315;  salaries  and  wages  to  be  paid  out  of  liquor-licenses  a  316, 
317;  salaries  and  wages  of  employees  a  321,  322;  armories  a  342,  343; 
grade  crossing,  Lincoln  st.,  B.a343J  Muddy  river  a  349;  new  Cambridge 
bridge  a  352,  376;  underground  conduits  a  374,  375;  dredging  of  Roxbury 
canal  a  402;  old  Franklin  school  a  402-406;  annual  estimates  a  417,  41S", 
Roxbury  canal  a  4S5-490,  5S9,  590;  Memorial  day  a  490-495  ;  Jamaica  Pond 
Aqueduct  Co.  a  496,  497;  salaries  of  fire  commissioners  a  541,  542;  con- 
federate veterans  a  592  ;  new  Cambridge  bridge  loan  a  615,  616;  supple- 
mentary appropriation  bill  a 632;  old  state-house  memorial  a  666;  salaries 
of  certain  police  officers  a  670,  671;  underground  wires  a  674;  Cedar 
Grove  cemetery  a  675  ;  police  salaries  a  71S;  old  Franklin  school-house 
a  755-757;  safety  of  school  buildings  a  764;  clerk  of  committees  a  764; 
police  salaries  a  764;  Park  theatre  a  S04 ;  Beacon-hill  reservoir  a  S44; 
proposed  sewer  transferaS5i  ;  regimental  armory  a  S70;  new  Cambridge 
bridge  a  872-S74;  armories  a  S94 ;  electric  lights  in  aldermanie  chamber 
a  924;  Nason's  stable  a  926-92S;  new  Cambridge  loan  a  929,  930; 
department  for  inspection  of  buildings  a  935,  936;  Dolan  claim  a  94S; 
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Smith,  Nathan  Gilman,  Alderman,  continued. 

Boston  &  Roxbury  Mill  Co.  a  949,  950;  electric  lights  a  9S4;  construe 
tion  of  sewers  aioi9J  index  for  statutes  a  1033;  paving  appropriation 
a  1039,  1040;  election  returns  a  1042-1047;  electric  lights  in  market 
a  1064;  transfer  of  improved  sewerage  department  a  1090,  1091 ;  closing 
proceedings  a  1096 

Smith,  Nathan  Gilman,  et  ah. 

petition  to  grade  and  put  Montrose  st.  in  order  a  776 

Smith,  Noah  R 

order  to  refund  liquor-license  fee,  passed  a  114  c  119 

Smith,  Peter. 

order  to  pay  land  damages,  Sackville  St.,  passed  a  344 

Smith,  R.  H. 

petition  to  project  umbrella  sign,  Chardon  St.  a  241-refused  a  342 

Smith,  W.  A. 

petition  to  move  building1,  Saratoga  st.  a  269-granted  a  314 

Smith,  W.  P. 

petition  to  sell  pop-corn  goods  on  Blackstone  st.  Saturday  evenings  a  1S5- 
granteda  216;  petition  to  be  paid  balance  tax-sale  of  estate,  Locust  St., 
refused  a  113  c  nS-order  to  pay  balance  tax-sale  estate,  Locust  St., 
passed  a  114 

Smith,  Wm.  H. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  West  Chester  park,  petition  a  562-granted  a  593 

Smith  &  Lovett. 

stable,  Tyler  st.,  petition  a  371-refused  a  479 
Smith  street,  Roxbury. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk  :  P.  Healy,  petition  a  214 

extension:  report  of  committee  on  laying  out  and  widening  streets  on 

unfinished  business  of  last  year,  reiating  to  extension,  referred  to  com- 

mittee  on  appropriations  a  1 12  c  119 
sidewalk  :  petition  a  824-granted  a  S46 
steam-engine  :     Peter  Kelley,  petition  a  735-granted  a  745 

Smith-st.  School. 

drain  :  J.  P.  Cleary,  petition  to  run  drain  through  yard,  referred  to  com- 
mittee on  public  buildings  a  662 

Smyrna  street. 
edgestones  and  sidewalk  :  petition  a  562-granted  a  593 

Sneider,  F.,  &  M.  T.  Cloney. 

edgestones,  assessments,  Mitchell  St.,  reassessed  a  1036 

Snell,  Henry  M.,  et  ah. 

petition,  sewer,  Van  Winkle  St.  a4S3 

Snow,  Edmund  P.,  et  ah. 

petition,  lamps,  Nixon  ave.  a  371 

Snow,  Edmund  P.,  Councilman,  Ward  24. 
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appointed  :  committee  on  city  auditor's  department,  paving,  monitor 
4th  division  c  65,  66 

Snow  and  Slush,  Removal  of.     (See    Health.) 

Social  Law  Library.     (See  Library.) 

Society    for    Prevention    of    Cruelty  to   Children.     (See 
Licenses.) 

Soldiers'  Monument,  Jamaica  Plain. 

order  for  superintendent  of  streets  to  concrete  the  walks  around  the  monu- 
ment, referred  to  committee  on  paving  a  462 

Soley,  John. 

petition  to  move  building,  Monument  St.  a  269-granted  a  314  ;  petition  to 
move  building.  North  Harvard  St.  a  269-granted  a  314;  petition  to  move 
building,  Border  St.  a  402-granted  a  461  ;  petition  to  move  building, 
Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  R.R.  a  561-granted  a  593;  petition  to  move 
building,  Washington  st.  a  614;  petition  to  move  building,  Winthrop 
St.,  C.  a  561-granted  a  593;  petition  to  move  building,  Chelsea  St., 
granted  a  693;  petition  to  move  building,  Boston  St.  a  1016 

Soley  street. 

bay-window  :  Robert  R.  Wiley,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  482- 

hearing  a  534-granted  a  566 
steam-engine  :  R.  Soley,  granted  a  896 
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Solicitor,  City.     (See  Law  Department.) 
Solomon,  Dr.  J.  M.,  Jr. 

petition,  license  to  give  variety  entertainment,  Tremont  St.,  in  tent  a  692- 
granted  a  719,  745 

Somerville  Electric  Light  Co. 

order  to  remove  poles,  Cambridge  St.,  passed  a  749 

Soup. 

for  union  veteran  soldiers  :  order  that  the  board  of  police  be 
requested  to  furnish  free  soup  to  union  veteran  soldiers,  etc.,  discussed, 
referred  to  committee  on  police  c  69 

South  Bay. 

claims:  John  and  George  H.  Cavanagh,  petition,  damages  to  estate,  re- 
fused a  592  c  59S 

improvements  :  order  that  special  committee  be  appointed  to  consider 
and  report  upon  expediency  of  filling  in,  etc.,  discussed  c  154,  155- 
amended,  passed  c  155  a  161  ;  report  called  for  c  710;  report  of  committee 
on  health  discussed,  accepted  a  926-discussed,  recommitted  to  committee 
on  health  c  959-referred  to  next  government  c  10S5  a  1094 

South  Cove. 

sewerage  :  petition  a  5S6 

South  street. 

alterations  :  notice  of  hearing  before  railroad  commissioners  on  peti- 
tion of  Boston  &  Providence  R.R.  Co.  a  45S-report  no  further  action 
necessary  a  61S 

bridge  :  Boston  &  Providence  R.R.  Co.,  petition  to  occupy  a  portion  of 
street  a  269-report,  with  order  to  allow,  etc.,  discussed,  specially  as- 
signed a  277 

closing  :  Boston  &  Providence  R.R.  Co.,  petition  to  close  during  repair 
of  Bussey  bridge  a  726 

sewer  :  ordered  a  1 13  ;  M.  Cronin,  petition,  damages  to  estate  by,  refused 
a 1S7  c  193 

widening:  order  to  pay  Eben  Parker  land  damages,  passed  a  2S5 

South  Boston  Barge  Co. 

petition  to  run  barges  a  33S-refused  a  412 

South  Boston  Municipal  Court.     (See  Buildings,  Public.) 
South  Boston  R.R.  Co. 

additional  locations  :  petition  for  location  of  track,  with  right  to 
use,  etc.,  in  certain  streets  named,  referred  to  committee  on  railroads 
a  157-report  and  order  for  hearing  a  iS7-hearing,  assigned  a  240;  recom- 
mitted a  26S 

building  :  petition  to  erect  building,  Q_st.  a  402-granted  a  543 

tracks  in  certain  streets:  report  and  orders  a  6iS,  619-discussed, 
amended,  passed  a  619 

stockholders  :  communication  from  stockholders  petitioning  for  an  in- 
vestigation as  to  the  methods  by  which  petitions  in  aid  of  Met.  R.R.  Co. 
using  tracks  in  South  Boston  have  been  attained,  referred  to  special 
committee  a  160-majority  and  minority  reports  a  249,  250-discussed 
a  250,  251-minority  accepted  a  251;  order  to  employ  stenographer  dis- 
cussed a  217,  2iS-passed  a  218 

locations  :  accepted  a  477;  47th,  accepted  a  719;  48th,  accepted  a  744 
A  AND  Congiiess  STS.  :  remonstrance  of  New  York  &  New  England 

R.R.  against  a  561  ;  report,  and  order,  accepted,  passed  a  737 
Broadway  :  petition  and  order  for  hearing,  double  track  a  461-hearing, 

discussed  a  53S,  539-recommitted  a  539 
Harrison  ave.   and   Broadway:  notice  that  report  for  extension  of 
tracks,  etc.,  will  be  called  for,  discussed  a  189,  190,  2S0,  2Si-further 
time  granted  a  2Si-report,  accepted,  discussed  a  410,  411 
Q.  ST. :  petition,  double  track  a  S42 

South  Eden  street. 

bulkhead  :  G.  E.  Farmer,    petition  a  754-refused  a  S02;  petition  a  824- 
granted  a  S46 
stable  :  Geo.  E.  Farmer,  petition  a  725-granted  a  737 

South  Ferry. 

anchor  :  A.  B.  Low,  petition  to  bury  a  1033-granted  a  1035 
South  Margin  street. 

bulkhead  :  A.  B.  McGahey,  petition  a  iooS-granted  a  1035 
sidewalk  :  Linus  M.  Child,  petition,  step  a9SS-refused  a  ioto 
steam-engine  :  Julius  Montey,  petition,  and  order  for   hearing  a  776- 
hearing  a  $43-granted  aS77 

South  Worthington  street. 

lamp  :  B.  F.  Beane  et  als.,  petition  a  4S3 

Souther,  Charles  H.,  et  ah. 

lamps,  Allandale  St.,  petition  a  932 

Souther,  Henry. 

sidewalk,  Third  St.,  petition  a  372-granted  a  693 

Souther,  J.  K.,  &  Sons. 

building,  Bickford  St.,  R.,  petition  a  1016-granted  a  1035  c  104S 

03) 
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Sowden,  Philip  J. 

petition  to  sprinkle  all  the  streets  in  South  Boston  a  241-granted  a  373 

Sparring.      (See  Licenses.) 

Spaulding,  A.  K.,  et  ah. 

remonstrance  against  sewer,  Washington  St.,  W.R.  a  536 

Spaulding,  Geo.  W.,  ct  ah. 

lamps,  Sawyer  ave,  D.,  petition  a  691 

Spaulding,  John. 

petition  to  trim  trees,  Dale  St.  a  797 

Spear,  George  A. 

appointed  fence-viewer  a  45S-confirmed  a  479 

Spear,  James  N. 

appointed  weigher  of  boilers  and  heavy  machinery  a  212-confirnied  a  242; 
appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Special  Architect  for  New  Public  Library.     (See  Library, 
Public;  New  Library  Building.) 

Special  Meetings.     (See  Aldermen  ;  Meetings.) 

Spinney,  Edward  B. 

stahle,  Shaw  St.,  petition  a  459-granted  479 

Spooner,  Mrs.  M.  B.,  et  ah. 

petition  in  aid  of  petition  of  Mrs.  Bradley,  for  fruit-stand,   Boylston  St. 
^  475 

Sprague,  Henry  H. 

elected  clerk  and  secretary  of  trustees  of  city  hospital  a  460  c  467 

Sprague,  John  W. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Spring  avenue,  West  Roxbury. 

stable  :  Edward  Smith,  petition  a  51-granted  a  77 

Spring  street. 

crossing  :  petition  a  754 

sewer  :  order  tor  hearing  a  564-hearing  a  5S4~ordered  a  590 

Spurr,  Foster  M. 

appointed  assistant  city  messenger  a  215,  216  c  224 

Squares,  Public.     (See  names  of  squares ;  also,   Common, 
and  Public  Squares.) 

Stables. 

Acadia  st.  :  Isaac  C.  Copeland,  petition  269-granted  a  313 

Adams  ST.,  D. :  H.  J.  Godfrey,  petition  a74-refused  a  137,  16S  ;   E.  G.  Flusk 

et  ah.,  remonstrance  against  a   214;  John  \V.  Porter,    petition   a  347- 

granted  a  373 
Alban  ST.,  O. :  Mary  S.  Hartford,  petition  a  gS3-granted  a  991 
Albany  St.  :  Blacker  &  Shepard,  petition  a  S42-granted  a  S77 
Allbkight  court:  John  J.  Allbright,  petition  a  S9i-granted  a  925 
Allston  yr.,  D. :  Sewall  W.  Rich,  petition  a  775-granted  a  S03 
Alpine   st.  :   Joanna    C.    Nason,   petition    a    S7o-discussed    a   926-929- 

assigned  a  929-granted  a  932 
Amokv  ST.  :  John  L.  Dakin,  petition  a  734-granted  a  746 
Arlington  AVE.,  C. :   K.  O.  &  J.  P.  Reed,  petition  a40i-granted  a  479 
Armandine  st.  :  R.  H.  McDowell,  petition  a  1060 
Ashfokd   ST.,  B. :   W.  B.    Allen,    petition   a  33S-granted   a  350;  \V.  B. 

Allen,  petition  a  9?3-granted  a  991 
Athens  ST. :  French  &  Co.,  petition  a  920-granted  a  933  ;  Howard  Clapp, 

petition  a  io5o 
Bailey  ST.:  Bernard  F.  Post,  petition  a  735-granted  a  746;  J.  V.  Shaff- 

ner,  petition  a  735-granted  a  746 
Bartlett  st.  :  Met.  R.R.  Co.,  petition  a  614-granted  a  671 
Beacon  st.  :  C.  Head,  petition  a  371-grantcd  a  410;  John    H.    Sturgis, 

petition  a  743-granted  a  758;  H.  H.  Fay,  petition  a  753-granted  a  777 
Beaumont  st.  :  A.  H.  Stearns,  petition  a  311-granted  a  342 
Beech  st.  :  Abraham  Brnndli,  petition  ao45-granted  a  9S6 
Bellevue  terrace:  Mrs.  S.  M.  McNeil,   petition  a  691-granted  a  719- 

permit  revoked  a  766;  petition  797-granted  a  S77 
Belmont  st.,  John  McGuiness,  refused  a  313 
Bennington  st.  :  John  Lambert,  petition  a  725-granted  a  737 
Bickford  ST. :  Owen  Nawn,  petition  a  945-with drawn  a  1010 
Binney  ST. :  Sarah  Marshall  et  als.,  petition  to  abate  nuisance  a  535 
Blue  Hill  ave.,  D. :  C.  Young,  petition  a   iS5-granted  a  216 
Blue  Hill  ave.,  R. :  H.  Nawn,  petition  a  214-granted  a  252 
Border  st.  :  Joseph  M.  Towle,  petition  a  743-granted  a  73b 
Bowdoin  ave.  :  Mrs.  M.  A.  Kauffer,  petition  a  931-granted  a  950 
Boylston  AVE  ,  W.R  :  J.  Imbreschird,  petition  a  iSs-granted  a  216 
Braintree  ST.,  B. :  C.  A.  Beck,  petition  a  Sgi-granted  a  925 
Bremen  ST. :  James  H.  Bennett,  petition  a  633-granted  a  671 
Brighton  ave.,  B. :  J.  Packard  &  Sons,  petition  a  241-granted   a   275; 

Oakes  A.  Drinkwater,  petition  a  920- granted  a  950 


Stables,  continued. 

Brook  ST. :  Max  Muller,  petition  a  1033-granted  a  ic66 
Byron  court  :  James  Brennan,  petition  a  561-granted  a  5S8 
Call  st.  :  A.  Blanchard,  petition  a  269-granted  a  313;  John    M.  Call,  pe- 
tition a  347-granted  a  373 ;  petition  a  633-granted  a  671 ;  John  Thorburn, 
petition  a  535-granted  a  566 
Cambridge  st.,  B. :  W.  \V.  Marsh,  petition  a  51-granted  a  77;  Timothy 

Sullivan,  petition  a  icoS 
Camden  st.  R. :  B.  Evans,  petition  a  241-granted  a  275 
Carson  st.  :  John  Gunn,  petition  a  931-granted  a  9S6 

Centre  st  :  Tileston  Bros.,  petition  a  241-granted  a  275;  Michael  Fitz- 
gerald, petition  a  475-granted  a  490;  H.  B.  Sargent,  Jr.,  et  als.,  petition 
a  633-granted  a  671  ;  Magnus  Lepstron,  petition  a  735-grnnted  a  746; 
M.  Sullivan,  petition  a  735-granted   a   746;    Timothy    Lynch,  petition 
a  745-granted  a  737;   Fred  D.   Flagg,  petition  a  753-granted  a  77S;  I. 
Medley,  petition  a  1015-refused  a  1094 
Chambers  st.  :  Charles  M.  Hinckley,  petition  a  945-granted  a  9S6 
Chapman  st.,  C. :  N.  Tufts,  Jr.,  petition  a  753-granted  a  777 
Chardon  st.  :  J.  W.  Johnson  &  Co.,  petition  a  459-granted  a  479 
Chestnut  ave.,  J. P.:   L.  Slociiinger,  petition  a  241-granted   a  275;   P. 

Craven,  petition  a  931-granted  a  991 
Chestnut  Hill  ave.  :  paving  department,  petition  a  725-granted  a  737 
City  scluare:  police  department,  petition  a  1033-granted  a  1066 
Columbia  St.,  D. :  G.  Sewall,  petition  a  241-granted  a  275 
Condor  st.  :  Wm.  H.  Callbeck,  petition  a  10S9 

Congress  ST. :  American  Express  Co.,  petition  a  311-granted  a  342 
Crawford  st.  :  Mary  S.  Philbrick,  petition  a  347-graiited  a  373;  Henry 

C  Curtis,  petition  a  725-granted  a  757 
Crescent  ave.,  C. :  F.  Whilcomb,  petition  a  185-granted  a  216 
Dale  ST.,  W.  R. :  Joseph  Modlich,  petition  a  iooS-granted  a  101S 
Dorchester  ave.:  A.  B.  Caswell,  petition  a  371-granted  a  410;  F.  S. 
Parsons,  M.D.,  petition  a920-granted  a  933;  Geo.  H.  Cavanagh,  petition 
a  1033-granted  a  io56 
Dorr  st.  :  Geo.  Curtis,  petition  a  726-granted  a  737 

Dorset  st.  :  Wm.  Dietz,  petition  a  74-granted  a  112;  John  Morley,  peti- 
tion a  31  i-granted  a  342 
Downer  ST.,  R.:  T.  Fahey,  petition  a  105-granted  a  137 
Dyer  st.,  near  :  Samuel  N.  Ufford,  petition  a  459-granted  a  479 
East  Chester  park:  John  Hynes,  petition  a  931-granted  a  950 
East  Eagle  st.  :  James  Walsh,  petition  a  31  i-refused  a  373 
East  Eighth  st.  :   James   Forgie,  petition  a  734-granted  a  746;    Ray- 
mond S.  Byam,  petition  a  S91 -granted  a  925 
East  First  st.  :  John  A.  Stetson,  petition  a  1033-granted  a  1066 
East  Fourth  st.  :  Wm.  Kelly,  granted  a  S26 
East  Ninth  st.  :  James  McMahon,  petition  a  797 

Eighth  st.  :  Wm.  C.   Webber,  petition  a  561-refused  a  671;  Wm.  Bar- 
rett et  als.,  remonstrance  against  W.  P.  Webber's  stable  a  65t  ;  report, 
no  action   necessary  a  694;   John  F.  Gilpatrick,  petition  a  797- granted 
aS26 
Elm  Hill  ave.  :  Sarah  W.  Porter,  petition  a  691-granted  a  719 
Emerson  st.  :  Wm.  Kelley,  petition  a  797 
Erie  ave.  :  A.  N.  Burbank,  petition  a  734-granted  a  746 
Erie  place:  C.  B.  Wiggin,  petition  a  691-yranted  a7i9 
Essex  st.  :  Niles  Bros,  granted  a  933 
Eustis  ST. :  J.  F.  Kelly,  petition  a  775-granted  a  S03 
Fatrview   ST.:    Thomas   Allicot  et   als.,   remonstrance   against   a  725; 

John  Halligan,  petition  a  712-granted  a  757 
Farnham  ST. :  C.  Hurley,  petition  a  33S-granted  a  350 
Fenno  court:  D.  M.  Yeoman,  petition  a  33S-granted  a  373 
Fifth  st.  :  Pearce  Bros.,  granted  a  671 

Folsom  ST.,  W.R. :  A.  Meyer,  petition  a  241-granted  a  275 
Forest  st.  :  A.  T.  Whiting,  petition  a  S23 

Foster  St.,  B.  :  Samuel  J.  Wilder,  petition  a  459-granted  3479 
Foster  St.,  D. :  Geo.  Goodfellow,  petition  a  797-granted  a  S26 
Fuller  St.,  D. :  S.Atherton,  petition  a  105-granted  a  137 
Gardner  St.,  B. :  S.  E.  Hyde,  petition  a  753-granted  a  77S 
Geneva    ave.:   Timothy    Murphy,  petition    a  775-granted  a  S03;   Jere- 
miah Hayes,  petition  a  Soi-refused  a  950 
George  ST.,  R. :  M.  Heriihy  &  Son,  petition  a  735-granted  a  746 
Gerard  st.  :  J.  F.  Morse  &  Co.,  petition  a  33S-granted  a  373 
Germania  st.  :  Haffenreffer  &  Co.,  petition  a  311-granted  a  342 
Gladstone  st.  :  Geo.  R.  Battis,  petition  a  753-granted  a  777 
Gleason  st.:  Mary  E.  Moulton,  petition  a  475-granted  a  490;   Charles 

T.  Nowell,  petition  a  920-granted  a  933 
Gold  ST. :  Pierce  Bros.,  petition  a  633 

Graham  court:  T.  W.  Manning,  petition  a  734-refused  a  757 
Granger  st.,  D. :  James  Lyons,  petition  a  105-granted  a  137;  Mrs.  C. 
Casey,  petition  a  S42-granted  a  S77;  James  Lyon,  petition  a  870-granted 
a  S95 
Gurney  ST. :  F.  J.  Ward,  petition  a  712-withdrawn  a  727 
Gustin  ST. :  Alexander  Morton,  petition  a  401-granted  a  462 
I-I  ST. :  Johnson  &  Co.,  petition  a  614-granted  a  641 
Halleck  ST. :  G.  F.  Burkhardt,  petition  a  743-granted  a  757 
Hamilton  ave.  :  Wm.  K.  Clark,  petition  a  726-granted  a  737 
Hampden  ST. :  Thomas  E.  Maloney,  petition  a  743-granted  a  75S 
Hampshire  St.  :  Thomas  P.  Butler,  petition  a  753-granted  a  777 
1 1  artley  ST.,  D. :  M.  C.  Hartford,  petition  a  401-granted  a  462 
Harvard   ST.,   D. :    Charles   Fouler,   petition  a  743-withdrawn   a  757; 

Wm.  Boyd,  petition  a  1060 
Harvest  st.  :  John  E.  Hislop,  petition  a  S9i-granted  a  925 
Havre  st.  :  Miss  S.  McGiveon,  petition  a  401-refused  a  479 
Hillside  AVE.,  B. :  John  Burke,  petition  a  775-granted  a  S03 
Holton    ST.:  John   D.  Stimson,  petition  a    1033-granted    a    1066-recon- 

sidered  a  1095 
Homestead  st.  :  E.  H.  Gil  more,  petition  a  743-granted  a  757 
Howard  st.  :  T.  F.  Scanlan,  petition  a  269-granted  a  342,  350 
Humboldt  ave.  :  Frank  B.  Wilbur,  petition  a  753-granted  a  777,  77S 
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Hunneman  ST. :  Joseph  Harris,  petition  a  712-granted  a  727 

Hyde  park  ave.  :  F.  B.Cordingly,  petition  a  726-granted  a  7.57 

Hyde   ST. :   W.  L.  Lewis,  petition  a  743-refuseii    a  757;    petition  a  775- 

refused  a  S26 
Jamaica  st.  :  Thomas  Maginnis,  petition  a  753-granted  a  77S 
Jenkins  ST.:  H.  P.  Lane,  petition  a  475-granted  a  490;  Asahel  Goudey, 

petition  a  734-granted  a  746 
Jones  ave.,  D. :  Wm.  Laughlin,  petition  a  753-granted  a  77S 
Kemble  ST.:  T.  W,  Howe,  granted  a  5SS;  Thomas  H.  Lynch,  petition 

a  725-granted  a  737;  T.  W.  Howe,  petition  a  725-granted  a  737 
Kimball  st.  :  J.  Donivan,  petition  a  753-granted  a  778 
La  Grange  st.  :  A.  T.  Whiting,  petition  a  775-granted  a  803 
Lambert  ave.  :  Benj.  Leeds,  petition  a  561-granted  a  5SS 
Lamont  ST. :  Elizabeth  Eldracher,  petition  a  734-refused  a  746 
Laurel  ST.,  D. :  Harvard  College,  petition  a  725-granted  a  737 
Lauriat  AVE.:  James  McCracken,  petition  a  797 
Lenox  ST. :  A.Jackson,  petition  a  S9i-granted  a  925 
Lexington  ave.  :  Michael  Kiernan,  petition  a  S42-granted  a  S77 
Linden  ST.,  B.:  Mrs.  I.  B.  Chapin,  petition  a  iS5-granted  a  216 
Lynde  ST.:  E.  Gallagher,  petition  aSgi-granted  a  925 
Main  st.  :  Annie  Coe,  petition  a  31  i-granted  a  373 
Market  ST.,  B. :  J.  A.  Sawyer,  petition  a  753-granted  a  77S 
Mather  ST. :  Jenness  &  Glover,  petition  a  33S^granted  a  350 
Maverick  St.  :  Fernald  &  Co.,  petition  a  931-granted  a  950 
Mechanics  st.  :  Wm.  Gilligan,  petition  a  459-granted  a  641 
Medford  st.  :  Charles  L.  Davenport,  petition  a  269-refused  a  342;  James 

F.  Guin,  petition  a  269-granted  a  313;  J.  A.  Sanborn,  petition  a  347- 

refused  a  479:  John  A.  Sanborn,  petition  a  633,  691-wilhdrawn  a  693-re- 

fused  a  737;  T.  M.  Sullivan,  remonstrance  against  a  725 
Menon  ST. :  Simeon  Watts,  petition  a  371-granted  a  410 
Metropolitan   ave.  :  Thomas    H.  Cummings,  petition  a  459-granted 

a  479;  R.  B.  Richardson,  petition  a  561-granted  a  5SS;  C.  A.  Anderson, 

petition  a  797-granted  a  826 
Miller  St.:  N.  Y.  Brintnall,  petition  a  74-refused  a  16S;  petition  in  aid 

of  a  311-report,  no  action  necessary,  accepted  a  671 ;  petition  a  775-re- 

fused  a  1094 
Milton  ave.  :  E.  H.  Holbrook,  petition  a  269-granted  a  313 
Morris  St.:  Leonard  Pickering,  petition  a  561  ;  George  Goodwin,  peti- 
tion a  614-refused  a  671 ;  Hugh  L.  Stalker  et  als.,  petition  in  favor  of 

Geo.  Goodwin  a  661-report,  no  action  necessary  a  694 
Mozart  ST. :  E.  Willwerth,  petition  a  459-granted  a  641 ;  Tobias  Kleuber, 

petition  a  1060 
Mr.  Hope  ave.:  Boston  Catholic  Cemetery  Association,  petition  a  311- 

granted  a  342 
Mt.  Vernon  ST.,  D. :  Henry  T.  Bowers,  petition  a  S70-granted  a  895 
Monroe  St.,  R.:  A.  Brown,  petition  a  1015-granted  a  1094 
Neponset  ave.,  D. :  S.  Putnam,  Jr.,  petition  a  241-granted  a  275 
Newbern  ST.:  Philip  Sendell,  withdrawn  a  737;  petition  a  753-granted 

a  950 
Newbury  st.  :  D.  B.  Flint,  petition  a  S23-granted  a  S46 
Newport  ST. :  Alfred  G.  Davis,  petition  a  S70-granted  a  S95 
Norfolk  ave.:  Anna  C.  Burgess,  petition  a  931-granted  a  950 
Norfolk  st.  :  Wm.  H.  Edes,  petition  a  753-granted  a  77S 
Northampton  ST. :  Wm.  Doogue,  petition  a  712-granted  a  727 
Oak  ave.,  W.  R. :  Annie  M.  Earnshaw,  petition  a  Sgi-granted  a  925 
Palmer  st.  :  Frederick  J.  Crosby,  petition  a  735-granted  a  746 
Paris  st.  :  Frank  Casey,  petition  a  561-refused  a  693 
Paul  Gore  St.,  W.  R. :  Wm.  Tobin,  petition  a  74-granted  a  112 
Payson  ave.:  C.  B.  Jobling,  petition  a  459-granted  a  479 
Perkins  st.  :  O.  Lenthy,  petition  a  945-granted  a  9S6 
Piedmont  st.  :  Jonn  L.  Gardner,  petition  a  10S9 
Pope  st.  :  G.  F.  Damon,  petition  a  725-gi  anted  :>  737 
Prentiss  ST. :  Andreas  Blume,  petition  a  931-withdrawn  a  991 
Prospect  st.  :  Geo.  D.  Hall,  petition  a  74-granted  a  112 
Puritan  ave.,  D. :  J.  Paine,  petition  a  241-granted  a  275 
Pynchon  st.  :  Met.R.R.  Co.,  petition  a  347-granted  a  373 
Quincy-   ST.,  D.  :    Frederick  J.  Metzger,   petition  a   743-granted  a   757; 

James  Kenney,  petition  a  753-granted  a  777 
Redesdale  st.,  B.:  H.  Ringer,  petition  a  161-granted   a  1S9;    Samuel 

Appleton,  petition  a  753-granted  a  77S 
Richmond  st.  :  Luther  Moulton,  petition  a  753-granted  a  77S 
River  st.,  D. :  Sarah  J.  Plummer,  petition  a  920-granted  a  9*3 
Roslindale  st.  :  R.  S.  Wright,  petition  a  1033-granted  a  1066 
Rutherford  ave.:  B.  L.  Bowen,   petition  a  347-granted  a  373;  Niles 

Bros.,  petition  a  920,  931-granted  a  950 
Ruthven  ST.,  R. :  Finn  Bros.,  petition  a  1015-granted  a  1035 
Sanford  ST.:  Mrs.  Louisa  Ripley,  petition  a6i4-granted  a  641 
Saratoga  st.  :  John  J.  Higgins,  petition  a  743-granted  a  758 
Sargent  St.,  R.:  F.  O'Brien,  petition  a  214-refused  a  313 
Sawyer  ave.  :  W.  A.  Lally,  petition  a  269-granted  a  313 
Scotia  st.  :  W.  D.  Vinal,  petition  a  614-granted  a  641;  petition 

granted  a  826 

Seaverns  ave.  :  Wm.  L.  Folan,  petition  a  753-granted  a  77S 
Sedgwick  st.  :  J.  Ingersoll  Bowditch,  petition  a  734-uTanled  a  746 
Seldon  st.  :  James  Murphy,  petition  a  459-granted  a  479 
Seventh  st.  :  W.  Peard,  petition  a  241-granted  a  342 
Shaw  ST. :  Edward  B.  Spinney,  petition^  459-granted  a  479 
Sixth  st.  :  Joseph  George,  petition  a  347-granted  a  373;  Thomas  R.ryner, 

petition  a  725- refused  a  746 
South  Eden  st.  :  Geo.  K.  Farmer,  petition  a  725-granted  a  737 
Spring  ave.,  W.R. :  Edward  Smith,  petition  a  51-granted  a  77 
Stanton  ave.  :  C.  A.  Barney,  petition  a  561-granted  a  5SS 
Sumner  st.:  Rev.  Joseph  H.  Cassin,  petition  a  753-withdrawn  a  1094 
Taft's  court:  Granville  S.  Seaverns,  petition  a  734-granted  a  746 
Tappan  st.  :  E.  B.  Taylor,  petition  a  7^-granted  a  746 
Temple  st.,  W.  R.:  j".  M.  Walkins,  petition  a  743-granted  a  757 


797- 


Stables,  continued. 

Tileston  AVE. :  S.  W.  Fottler,  petition  a  931-gTanted  a  950 
Townsend  ST.:  Henry  B.  Dennison,  petition  a  371-granted  a  410 
Trenton  st.  :  John  D.  Lane,  petition  a  51-refused  a  112;  petition  a  135- 

granted  a  373 
Tyler  st.  .-Smith  &  Lovett,  petition  a  37i-refused  a  479 
Vale  st.  :  M.  Leonard,  petition  a  945-retused  a  9S6 
Wapping  ST.,  C. :  P.  Riordan,  petition  a  iS5~granted  a  313 
Warren  st.  :  S.  Allen  Potter,  petition  a  743-granted  a  75S 
Warrenton   ST.:  Jeremiah  H.  Dwyer,   petition  a  614;    John   Graham, 

petition  a  753-granted  a  S26;  Jeremiah  Dwyer,  refused  a  719 
Washington  ST.,  B.:  R.  B.  Smart,  petition  a  1060 
Washington  st.,  D. :  T.  Connelly,  petition  a  241-granted  a  275 
Washington  st.,  R. :  Geo.  F.  Slight,  petition  a  614-relused  a  671 
Washington  st.,  W.  R.:  A.  Meyers,  petition  a  161-granted  a  189;  M. 

Dolan,  petition  a33S-granted  a  356;  Peter  G.  Post,  petition  a  734-granted 

a  746;  Anthony  C.  Post,  petition  a  734-granted  a  746;  C.  A.  Houghton, 

petition  a  743-granted  a  757  ;  Clarence  Hasenfus,  petition  a  o^-grantcd 

a  991  ;  Bailey  S.  Page,  petition  a  icoS-granted  a  101S 
Waumbeck  ST. :  Mary  C.  Rowe,  petition  a  725,  743-granted  a  75S 
West  Seventh  ST. :  Joshua  Brothers,  petition  a  775-granted  a  S03 
Western  ave.  :  James  F.  Kelley,  granted  a  737 
Westville  ST. :  Wm.  Kellar,  petition  a  311-granted  a  342;  M.  C.  Bohn- 

dell,  petition  a  459-granted  a  479 
Wexford  st.  :  Mrs.  E.  A.  Driscoll,  petition  a  5S6-granted  a  671 
Winship  ST.,  B.:  Hannah  Kelley,  petition  a  1060 

Stacey,  Fred  H. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Stafford,  Nathaniel  P. 

edgestones,  Walnut  St.,  Nep.,  petition  a  S91 

Stalker,  Hugh  L. 

petition  in  favor  of  Geo.  Goodwin's  stable,  Morris  st.  a  661-report,  no 
action  necessary  a  694 

Stall,  W.  W. 

petition  and  order  for  hearing,  steam-engine,  Tremont  St.  a  562-hearing 
a  631-granted  a  672;  petition,  release  conditions  of  estate,  Tremont  st. 
a  S3i-report  and  order  to  lease,  etc.,  accepted,  passed  a  S76  c  SS7 

Stand-Pipe. 

West  Chester  park:  W.  T.  Emery,  petition  a  371 
Standard  Sugar  Refinery. 

petition,  improvements.  Granite  st.  a  712;  petition  that  Granite  St.  be 
paved  with  granite  blocks,  discussed,  passed  a  713 

Standing  Regulations.     (See  Aldermen,  Board  of.) 
Standish  avenue. 

sewer  :  petition  a  475 

Stanhope  street. 

steain-eiigine  :  E.  W.  Murray,  hearing  a  724-granted  a  737 

Staniford  street. 

bay-ivindow  :  Mary  A.  Bisbee  et  als..  petition,  and  order  for  hearing, 

a  136-hearing  a  iS5-granted  a  342;  G.  W.  Nason,  petition,  and  order  for 

hearing  a  402-hearing  a  475-granted  a  49S 
bnlkhend  :  A.  B.  McGahey,  petition  a  iooS-granted  a  1035 
coal-liole  :  E.  A.  Clatur,  petition  a  931-granted  a  947 
extension  :  A.  E.  French,  petition,  abatement,  taxes  on  estate,  refused 

a  1S7  c  193 
grading,  paving;  and  setting  edgestones  :  petition  a  5S6-granted 

a  618 

St.  Ann's  Episcopal  Church. 

petition  to  erect  building,  Cottage  St.  a  931-granted  a  9S6  c  996 

Stanton,  John. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Tremont  St.  a  402-granted  a  462 

Stanton,  M.  E. 

petition,  license  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  in  city  proper  a  241-granted 
•1373 

Stanton  avenue. 

stable  :  C.  A.  Barney,  petition  a  561-granted  a  5SS 

Stanwood  avenue,  Dorchester. 

grade,  etc.  :  order  for  superintendent  of  streets  to  grade  and  put  in 
condition,  referred  to  committee  on  paving  a  543-ordered  a  593 

Stark,  James  H. 

petition  to  be  allowed  to  purchase  land  in  Brighton  for  non  payment  of 
taxes,  refused  a  341  c  355;  petition  that  summit  of  Savin  Hill  be  set 
apart  and  placed  in  charge  of  park  commissioners  a  476,  633;  petition, 
sewer.  Savin  Hill  ave.  a  561;  petition,  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  a  743-dis- 
cussed  a  75S-7&i-granted  a  761  ;  report  on  petition,  abatement,  nuisance, 
Glover's  corner  a  925,  926-accepted  a  g26-recommitted  c  959,  960 
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State  Aid. 

committee  :  appointed  a  57 

state  aid  :  order  that  city  treasurer  be  directed  to  pay  the  state  aid  al- 
lowed to  persons  to  whom  such  payment  is  authorized  by  chap.  30,  Pub- 
lic Statutes,  and  to  employ  sucli  assistance  as  may  be  required  for  that 
purpose,  passed  a  2 ;  order  to  appoint  committee  to  determine  allowance 
pursuant  to  statute  30,  etc.,  passed,  committee  appointed  a  3;  order  to 
pay  amount  for  Feb.,  passed  a  i6g-discussed,  amended,  passed  c  195 
a  214 

State  Board  of  Arbitration. 

communication,  transmitting  a  copy  of  their  decision  upon  the  application 
of  B.  C.  Young-  &  Co.,  and  their  employees,  placed  on  file  a  246;  attested 
copy  of  ded-ion  in  the  matter  of  the  Ilallowell  Granite  Co.  and  its  em- 
ployees a  485  ;  communication  enclosing  decision  in  matter  of  joint  ap- 
plication of  Lvman  D.  Wilcutt  and  employees,  placed  on  file  a  66S; 
Boston  Consolidated  Street  R.R.,  communication  enclosing  copy  of  de- 
cision a  736 

State  Election.     (See  Election.) 
State-House,  Old.     (See  Old  State-House.) 
State  street. 

drinking  fountain  :  Neverslip  Horseshoe  Co.,  petition  a  712-granted 

a72S 
lettered  lantern  :  John  Farley  &  Sons,  petition  a  S92 
paving  :  ordered  a  673 
steam-engine  :  J.  Knight,  petition  a  135-granted  a  iSS 

Station  street. 

sidewalk  :  petition  a  475-granted  a  672 

Statue  of  Lief  Ericcson. 

communication  from  mayor  transmitting  communication  from  committee 
of  subscribers  to  above  statue,  expressing  desire  to  present  the  same  to 
the  citv,  and  asking  that  it  be  placed  on  Commonwealth-ave.  extension, 
referred  to  committee  on  common  and  squares  a  401-report,  accepted, 
resolve  and  order  passed  a  4S0  c  507 ;  communication  from  mayor  trans, 
mitting  communication  from  city  engineer  relative  to  erection  of  pedes 
tal,  referred  to  committee  on  common  a  740;  E.  N.  Horsford  et  ah.,  use 
of  Faneuil  Hall,  granted  a  S97;  order  to  have  fountain,  basin,  and  curb 
ing  built  and  set,  etc.,  passed  a  9S7~report,  no  further  action,  necessary 
a  991  c  995 

Statutes,  Civil  Service.     (See  Laborers.) 
Statutes.     (See  Printing.) 
St.  Botolph  Club. 

lamps,  Newbury  St.,  petition  a  S42 

St.  Botolph  street. 

closing  :  ordered  a  462;  order  that  permission  be  given   P.  T.  Barnum 

&Co.  to  use  while  closed,  passed  a  463 
etlgestones  and  sidewalk  :  petition  a  536-granted  a  617,  73S 

St.  Charles  street, 
edgestoiies  and  sidewalk: 


petition  a  743-granted  a  762 


Steamboat  Police. 

appointed  a  661-confirmed  a  693 

Steam-Engines,  Boilers,  and  Furnaces. 

committee  :  appointed  a  57 
steam-engines  : 

A  ST. :  Boston  Wharf  Co.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  136-hearing 

a  206-granted  a  272 
Aiti.kton  ST.:  Mrs.  E.  Gertz,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934 
Atlantic  ave.  :  Young  &  Walton,  petition  a  105-granted  a  189;  Young 

&  Walton,  petition   a  161-granted  a  iSS;  Atlantic  Stone  Competition 

and  order  for  hearing  a  161,  iSs-hearing  a  236-granted  a  272;  H.  &  R. 

Atwood.  petition  a  31  i-granted  a  341  ;  Hallowell   &  Coburn,  granted 

a  372;   Boston    Heating   Co.,    petition    a  S70-granted  a  925 ;    Francis 

I  lath  1  way,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934  ;  J.  C.  Gerl.ich,  petition  a  946- 

granted  a  9S6 
Arlington  AVE. :  Isabella  F.  Ricker,  petition  and  order  for  hearing 

a  661-hearing  a  724-granted  a  737;  L.  F.  Babcock,  order  for  hearing 

a  724-hearing  a  730-granted  a  763 
Bailey  st.  :  City  of  Boston,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934 
Beach  ST.  :  Park  Manf.  Co.,  granted  a  S96 
Beacon  ST. :  Sarah  W.  Storey,  petition  a  920;  H.  A.  Whitney,  petition 

a  920-granted  a   934;    Mrs.  E.  S.  Eldredge,    petition    a  920-granted 

a  934 
Beaumont  st.  :  S.  G.  King,  granted  a  896 
Bedford  st.  :  Chas.  Haley,  granted  a  S96 
Bellevue  st.  :    \V.  J.  Windram,  petition  a66i ;   R.  G.  Morris,  granted 

aS96 
Bellevue  terrace:  S.  M.  McNeil,  petition  a  945-granted  a  9S6 
Bennington  st.  :  R.  Hodson  &  Son,  petition  a  932-granted  a  951 
Berkeley  st.  :  Berkeley  st.  Church  Society,  petition  a  100S 
Bismarck   st.,  W.  R.:  Haft'enreffer  &  Competition  a  241-refused  a  272 
Blackstone  ST.:  R.  Beeching  &  Co.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing 

a  52-hearing  a  135-report,  no  action  necessary  a  iSS 
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Blue  Hill  ave.  :  J.  Hendrie  &  Bro.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing 

a  562-hearing  a  631-granted  a  672;  L.  W.  &   H.  F.  Morse,  petition 

a  10S9 
Border  st.  :  P.  S.  Uuckins,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  25-hear- 

iug  a  103-granted  a  217 
Boston  st.  :  F.  D.  Cook,  petition  a  1015 
Bowdoin  ST.:  W.  Gleason,  petition  a  161-granted  a  1S9 
Boylston  ST. :  H.  D.  Whitney,- granted  a  S96;  City  of  Boston,  petition 

a  920-granted  a  934;  Bay  State  Trust  Co.,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934; 

C.  V.  Cutting,  petition   a  946-granted  a  9S5 ;  Boston  Young  Men's 

Christian  Union,  petition  a  100S. 
Brighton  ave.  :  W.  H.  Swift,  petition  a  371-granted  a  406 
Broad  st.  :  Julius  A.  Palmer,  petition  a  1060 
Broadway  :  Edwin  Barber,  petition  a  633-hearing  a  71 1,  724 
Brookfokd  ST.,  K.:  P.  Kerrigan,  petition  a  161-granted  a  1S9 
Caledonia  st.  :  Win.  Bassett,  petition  a  S42-granted  a  S77 
Canal  st.  :  Charles  S.  Gove  &  Co.,  order  for  hearing  a  S92-hearing 

a  945-granted  a  9S5 
Causeway  st.  :  F.  W.  Foster,  petition  a  401-granted  a  460 
Cedar   st.,    D.:   Benj.  Rose,  order   for   hearing   a  724-hearing  a  739- 

granted  a  763 
Central    wharf:  S.  H.  Cochran,  order   for  hearing  a  724-hearing 

a  739-refused  a  777 
Charlestown  st.  :  Pike,  Ordway,  &  Co.,  petition  a  931-granted  a  9S6 
Chauncey  st.  :  Thomas  J.  Lyon,  petition  a  725 
Columbus  ave.:  Charles  Rollins,  petition  ana  order  forbearing  3983; 

C.  A.  Sinclair,  hearing  a  1015-gianted  a  1034 
Commercial  st.  :  Bagnall  &  Loud,  petition  a  161-granted  a  1S8 
Commercial    wharf:    Lorenzo   Richardson,  petition    a  33S-granted 

a  349;  Peabody  &  Jordan,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  9S3~hearing 

a  1015 
Congress  st.  :  Andrew  J.  Morse  &  Son,  petition   a  797-granted  a  S46; 

Tremont  Electric  Lighting  Co.,  order  for  hearing  a  1571-hearing  a  931- 
granted  a  951  ;  Gilchrist  &  Gorham,  petition  a  1015-granted  a  1034 
Cornhill  :  J.   Wall,  petition   and   order   for  hearing  a   1016-hearing 

a  icS9-granted  a  1094 
Court  st.  :  Oriental  Tea  Co.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  34S-hear- 

ing  a  45S-granted  a  499 
Crawford  st.  :  T.  E.  Wilbur,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934 
Culvert  st.  :   Tremont  Foundry  and  Machine   Co.,  petition   a  932- 
granted  a  95 1 
Dartmouth  st.  :  A.  Mansfield,  petition  a  214-refused  a  272 
Devonshire  st.  :  A.Wilkinson  &  Co.,  petition  a  161-granted  a  18S; 

Carter,  Rice,  &  Co.,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934 
Doane  ST. :  J.  N.  Fiske,  order  for  hearing  a  797-hearing  a  S6S-granted 

a  925 
Dudley-  St.:   Charles   Glidden,  petition    a    775-granted  a  877;    F.  W. 

Webster,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934;  Willard  White,  petition  a  100S- 

granted  a  101S 
Dunlow  st.  :  George  &  Muldoon,  petition  a  932-granted  a  9S6 
East  Chester  Pake:  L.  G.  Burnham  &  Co.,  petition  and  order  for 

hearing  a  752-hearing  a  775,  797-granted  a  S27 
East  Concord  st.:  F.  G.  Heath,  petition  a  311-granted  a  896 
East  Dedham  st.  :  G.  H.  D.   Wheeler  &  Co.,  petition  and  order  for 

hearing  a  oS3-hearing  a  1015-granted  a  1034 
East  Newton  st.  :  New  England  Conservatory  of  Music,  petition  and 

order  for  hearing  a  535-hearing  a  613-granted  a  637 
East  Sixth  st.  :  E.  J .  McElrov,  petition  a  561-granted  a  588 
Eliot  St.  :  Charles  Dill,  petition  a  535-granted  a  566 
Elm  Hill  :  Mrs.  Ellen  Stevens,  petition  a  945-granted  a  9S5 
Elm  ST.:  C.  F.  Shourds  &  Competition  and  order  for  hearing  a  161, 

214-hearing  a  236,  26S-granted  a  341 
Emerson  st.  :  Win   T.  Eaton,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934 
Essex  st.  :  Alpheus  Hardy  estate,  petition  a  looS-granted  a  101S 
Falmouth  ST. :  Bosworth  and  French,  petition  a4S3~granted  a  566 
Faneuil  St.:  S.  S.  White,  petition  a  1015 

Federal  st.  :  Geo.  F.  Blake  Manufacturing  Co.,  petition  a  105,  161- 
granted  a  1S9 
Folsom  st.  :  A.  C.  Force,  granted  a  S96 
Fort  Hill  Square:  G.  D.  Dows  &  Co.,  petition  and  order  for  hear. 

ing  a  983-hearing  a  1015-granted  a  1034 
Franklin   ave.:    Ross,   Nutter,   &   Seabury,   petition    a   743-grantcd 

a  763 
Franklin  st.  :  R.  T.  Parker,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  161,  1S5- 

hearing  a  236-granted  a  272 
Friend  st.  :  G.  Kendall,  petition  a  161-granted  a  iSS;  S.  D.  Hicks  & 

Son,  petition  and  order  tor  hearing  a  776-hearing  a  S43-granted  a  S77; 

Morey,  Churchill,  &  Morey,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  776-with- 

drawn  a  S43 
Front  st.  :  Nathan  Tufts,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934 
Fulton  st.  :  Bagnall  &  Loud  Block  Co.,  petition  a  74-granted  a  iSS 
Gardner  st.  :  Geo.   F.   Morrison,  petition  a  945-granted  a  9S6;  S.  E. 

Hyde,  petition  a  10S9 
Green  St.  :  E.  Otto,  petition  a  161-granted  a  1S9;  Alhambra  Coffee  Co., 

petition  a  i6i-granted  a  1S8,  1S9 
Grove  st.  :  W.  R.  Patterson,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  4C2-hear- 

ing  a  4S2-refused  a  5S8 
H  alleck  ST. :  R.  T.  Paine  et  als.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  372- 

hearing  a  47:; -granted  a  499 
Hammond  st.;  L.  L.  Paine  withdrawn  a 951 
Hancock  st.,  D. :  Burke  Bros.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  161- 

hearing  a  236-granted  a  272 
Harrison  ave.  :  Littlehale  Bros.,  order  for  hearing  a  214-hearing  a  26S- 

granted  a  406;  J.  J.  Grace,  petition  a  iooS-granted  a  101S 
Hartford  ST.:  J.  Becker,  petition  a  241-order  for  hearing  a  562-hear- 
ing a  631-granted  a  672 ;  John  Becker,  refused  a  951 
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Harvard  ST.,  C. :  City  of  Boston,  petition  a  920-gTanted  a  934 
Haverhill  st. :  Burr'ill  &  Dutton,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  932- 

hearing  a  9SS-withdrawn  a  1009 
Haviland  st.  :  L.  Descalzo  &  Co.,  petition  a  946-granted  a  9S6 
Havre  st.  :  Mrs.  M.  McDonough,  petition  a  932-granted  a  992 
Hawley  st.  :  Walworth  Manufacturing  Co.,  petition  a  26S-gr;inted  a  341 
Hayward  place  :  C.  F.  Libbie,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  66i- 

hearing  a  724-granted  a  737 
High  st.:  Kerosene  Heating  Co.,  petition  a  752-granted  a  051 
Hollis  ST. :  P.  McAleer,  petition  a  gSg-granted  a  1009 
Howard  st.  :  Isaac  B.  Rich,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934 
Hunneman  ST. :  Fred  W.  Ross,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  920- 

hearing  a  9S3-granted  a  ioog 
Huntington    ave.  :    Wm.    Ratcliffe,  petition  and  order  for   hearing 

a  161-hearing  a  236-granted  a  272;  A.  Knowlton  et  ah.,  petition  a  371- 

granted  3406;  PeterGraffam,  petition  a  561 -granted  asSS;  R.H.Allen, 

petition  a  561-granted  a  5SS ;  Edwin  Horn  petition  a  561-granted  a  5SS 
I  ST. :  A.  K.  Richmond,  petition  a  946-granted  a  9S5 
India  St.  :  Thomas  Burke,  petiiion,  furnace  a  311-refused  a  106S 
Kensington  st.  :  James  R.  Daley,  petiiion  a  920-granted  a  934 
Kilby  ST. :  Robert  Codman,  petition  a  946-granted  a  9S6 
La  Grange  St.,  W.  R. :  John  Dodge,  petition  a  S70-granted  3934;  Bos 

ton  &  Providence  R.R.  Co.,  petition  a  945-granted  a  9S6 
Lewis  wharf  :  Lewis  Wharf  Co.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  1016- 

heaiing  a  loSo-granted  a  1094 
London  st.  :  Wm.  Waters,  Jr.,  order  for  hearing  a  724;  Free  Press 

Newspaper  Co.,  hearing  a  739-granted  a  763 
Lowland  st.  :  Hub  Carbon  Co.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  372- 

hearing  a  475-granted  a  566 
Lyman  st.  :  Thomas  Parton,  petition  a  105-  granted  a  217 
M  ST.:  W.  Prior  &  Co.,  petition   and  order  for  hearing  a  1016-hearing 

a  ioSo-granted  a  1094 
Malden"st.  :  Whidden,  Hill,  &  Co.,  granted  a  sS8 
Marlboro  ST.:  H.  A.  Whitney,  granted  a  S96 
Maverick    so^:  East    Boston  Savings  Bank,  petition  a  920-granted 

11  934 

Melville  ave.,  D. :  Joseph  Breckinbridge,  petition  and  order  forbear- 
ing a  4S2-given  leave  to  withdraw  a  5S4 :  petition  a  561-granted  a  SSS 

Milk  st.  :  Geo.  K.  Paul  &  Co.,  order  for  hearing  a  $92-hearing  a  945- 
granted  a  IC09 

Mt.  Pleasant  ave.  :  Rev.  Jns-  H.  Gallagher,  petition  a  535-granted 
a  566;  O.  E.  Madden,  petition  a  932-g'ranted  a  9S6 

Mt.  Vernon  ST.:  M.  Hemmenway,  granted  a  S96;  A.  C.  Jordan, 
petition  a  945-granted  a  9S6 

Mt.  Washington  ave.  :  D.  Clark,  petition  a  45S-granted  3499 

Neponset  ave.:  American  Conduit  and  Construction  Co.,  petition 
a  691  :  W.J.  Windram,  granted  a  72S 

Norfolk  ave.:  Kidder  Press  Co.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  776- 
hearing  a  S43-granted  a  S77 ;  Pearson  Cordage  Co.,  petition  and  order 
for  hearing  a  S42-hearing  a  920-granted  a  951 

No.  Beacon  St.  :  Sarah  W.  Story,  granted  a  934 

No.  Market  ST. :  M.  F.  Cottrell,  petiiion  a4S3-granted  asSS;  Geo. P. 
Sanborn  &  Co.,  order  for  hearing  a  S92-hearing  a  945-granted  a  0S5 

Oliver  st.  :  W.  O.  Tuttle  &  Co.,  order  for  hearing  a  724-hearing  a  739- 
granted  a  763 

Otis  st.  :  S.  Simmons,  petition  a  161-granted  a  1S9 

Park  sq_. :  J.  W.  Clapp,  petition  a  401-granted  a  460 

Pearl  st.  :  H.  M.  Plympton  &  Co.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  161- 
hearing  a  236-granted  a  272 

Pemberton  SQj  :  D.  C.  Heath  &  Co.,  petition  a  ^42-granted  a  S77 

Plummer's  wharf:  Collins  and  Lee,  pelition  a  34S-granted  a  372; 
Wood  Bros.,  petition  a  402-order  for  hearing  a  475-hearing  a  561- 
refused  a  566-granted  a  5SS 

Power  st.  :  O.  M.  Whitman,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  735- 
hearing  a  751-granted  a  S77 

Princeton  st.  :  Mrs.  Ellen  James,  petition  a  932-grnnted  a  992;  Frank 
Evans,  petition  a  9S9-granted  a  1009 

Purchase  ST. :  James  S.  Stone,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  161- 
hearing  a  236-granted  a  272;  Golding  &  Competition  and  order  for 
hearing  a  26S-hearing  a  343-granted  a  372;  Wm.  Swift,  petition 
and  order  for  hearing  a  1016-granted  a  ic-94 

Roanoke  ave.  :  Walter  H.  Miller,  petition  a  775-granted  a  S46 

Richfield  ST. :  Ross,  Nutter,  &  Seabury,  petition  a  9S9-granted  a  1009 

Ruggles  ST. :  Granular  Metal  Co.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  535- 
hearing  a  613 

Ruthekfokd  ave.:  Wm.  Littlefield,  petition  and  order  for  hearing 
a  S23-hearing  a  Sgo-granted  a  951 

Sanborn  ave.,  D. :  H.  Allen,  petition  a  161-granted  a  1S9;  H.N.  Allen, 
granted  a  934 

Saratoga  st.,  E.B. :  R.  Keough,  petition  a  161-granted  a  1S9 

Shawmut  ave.  :  Wm.  Wallace,  petition  a  561-refused  a  S96 

Sheridan  AVE. :  J.  W.  French,  petition  a  9^5-granted  a  9S6;  D.  W. 
French,  petition  a  iooS-granted  a  101S 

State  ST.:  J.  Knight,  petiiion  a  1 35-granted  a  18S 

Smith  ST.,  R. :  Peter  Kelley,  pelition  a  735-grantcd  a  745 

Soley  st.  :  R.  R.  Soley,  granted  a  S96 

So.  Margin  st.  :  Julius  Montey,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  776- 
bearing  a  843-granted  a  S77 

Stanhope  st.  :  E.  W.  Murray,  hearing  a  724-grnnted  a  737 

St.  Paul  St.:  Wm.  Bassett,  petition  a  S42-granted  a  S77 

Sudbury  st.  :  Charles  H.  Baker,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  920- 
hearing  a  9S3 

Sumner  st.  :  I.  O.  Flint,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  161-hearing 
a  236-granted  a  272:  G.  M.  Strong,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  3450- 
hearing  a  534-granted  a  566;  Rt.  Rev.  J.  J.  Williams,  petition  3945- 
granted  a  9S6 
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Steam-Engines,  Boilers,  and  Furnaces,  continued. 

Summer  st.  :  A.  Perry,  petition  a  214-^  ranted  a  272 

Temple  place  :  Whittier  Machine  Co.,  petition  a  743-granted  a  763:  W. 
H.  Emmonds,  pelition  a  920-granted  a  934.;  J.  J.  Grace,  petition 
a  1089 

Tennyson  st.  :  City  of  Boston,  petition  a  920-gmnted  a  934 

Travers  st.  :  Morey,  Churchill,  &  Morey,  petition  a  931 ;  Boston  Bri- 
tannia Co.*  granted  a  951 

Tremont  st.:  Jane  A.  Sawyer,  petition  a  74-granted  a  iSS;  Suffolk 
Savings-Bank,  petition  a  161-granted  a  1S9;  J.  Sawyer,  petition  a  161- 
granted  a  rSS;  W.  W.  Stahl,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  562-hear- 
ing  a  631-granted  a  672;  Wright  &  Leach,  petition  .and  order  for 
hearing  a  9.20-hearing  a  9S3  ;  "  The  Dejeuner,"  petition  a  S'92-granted 
a  106$;  James  T.  Eldredge,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934;  Bunker  Hill 
Cyclorama  Association,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934 

Union  Park  :  George  B.  Randall,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  402- 
hearing  a  4S2-granted  a  566;  A.  S.  Whitman,  petition  a  920-granted 

an;n 

Union  st.  :  "Richards  &  Co.,  petition  a  536-granted  a  5SS 

Union  St.,  B. :  J.  Rennett,  petition  a  34S-granted  a  372 

Utica  st.  :  J.  F.Faxon,  petition    and  order   for  hearing  a  161-hearing 

a  236-granted  a  272 
Vernon  st.:  Brother  Peter,  petiiion  a  735-granted  a  745 
Waltham  st.  :  J.  W.  Neal,  petition  a  34S-granted  a  407  ;  Hannah  Mur- 
phy, petition  a  34$ 
Wareham  st.  :  Whilter  Machine  Co.,  petition  a  743-granted  a  877 
Warren  st.  :  Frank  Ferdinand,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  735- 
hearing  a  751-granted  a  777;    John  C.   Ilaynes,  petition  a   100S;    S. 
Young,  petiiion  a  100S 
Washington  st.  :  J.  P.  Lovering,  petition  a  135;  M.T.  Clark,  petition 
a  161-granted  a  iSS;  A.  Wilkinson  &  Co.,  order  for  hearing  a  185-hear- 
ing  a  236;  Globe  Newspaper  Co.,  granted  a  406;  Nichols  and  Bellamy, 
petition  a  661 -granted  a  72$;  J.  M.  Martin,  petition  and  order  for  hear- 
ing a  535-hearing   a  613-granted   a  637;    Harvard   College,    petition 
a  735-granted  a  S77;  Horan  Bros.,  petiiion  a  775-refused  a  106S:  T.   |. 
Silsby,  petition  a  775-granted    a  S77 ;  J.  W.   Wheelwright,  petition 
a  S42-granted  a  S77;  B.  C.  Hardwick,  granted  a  S06;  L.  V.    Miles, 
granted  a  S96;    N.  B.  Goodnow,  granted  a  S96;  Henry  J-  Seiler,  peti 
tion  a  930-granted  3934;  James  Dooling,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934; 
DeWolfe,  Fiske,  &  Co.,  granted  a9S5 ;  Patrick  Meehan,  petition  a  920- 
granted  a  934;  A.J.  Wilkinson  &  Co.,  granted  a  934;  J.  B.  Batchel- 
der,  petition  a  945 
Webster  st.  :  John  H.  Sullivan,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  735- 

hearing  a  751-granted  a  777 
West  Broadway  :  E.  Barber,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  661 
West  Canton  st.  :  James  Scales,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  310- 

hearing  a  371-refused  a  106S 
West  Chester  park:   A.   Knowlton,   petition  a  371-granted   a    406; 
Thomas   R.    White,  petition    a  920-yranted    a  934;    Peter    GrafFam, 
granted  a  S96;  W.  T.  Emery,  granted  a  951 
West  First  st.  :  Mullin  &  Co.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  372- 

hearing  a  475-granted  a  499 
West  Newton  st.  :  E.  B.  Horn,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934 
Weston  ave.  :    Sewall    &    Day  Cordage  Co.,  pelition  and  order  for 
hearing  a  932-hearing  a  9SS-granted  a  1009;  A.  D.  Henderson,  petition 
and  order  for  hearing  a  9So-hearing  a  1033-granted  a  106S 
Winter  st.  :  S.  D.  Allen,  granted  a^$96 
Wyman  st.  :  C.  E.  Brown,  petiiion  a  371-granted  a  406 

Steam  -Railroads. 

gates  at  grade  crossings;  order  that  all  steam-railroads  crossing  at 
street  grades  be  required   to  lower  both  gates  while  passing,  both  day 
and  night,  passed  c  117-indefmitely  postponed  a  137  c  147 

Steamer  "Venetian." 

report,  no  action  necessary,  relative  to  damages  by  collision  with  ferry- 
boat a  1S7  c  193 

Stearns,  Albert  H. 

stable,  Beaumont  St.,  petition  a  311-granted  a  342 ;  lamps,  Beaumont  St., 
petition  a  S91 

Stearns,  N.  A. 

personal  injuries,  Federal  St.,  petition  a  S92 

Stearns,  R.  H. 

petition  to  excavate  sidewalk,  Temple  pi.  a  725 

Stearns,  Walter  H. 

electric  light,  Belmont  st.,  petition  a  662 

Stedman,  Daniel  B.,  et  ah. 

remonstrance  against  granting  sewer  permit  in  Winter  St.,  D.  a  311 

Stephenson,  James. 

sidewalk,  Village  st.,  petition  a  9SS 

Stereotype  Plates.     (See  Old  Stctte-House.) 
Sterling  street. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk  :  petition  a  725-granted  a  $03 

Stetson,  Mrs.  A. 

petition  to  erect  building,  East  First  st.  a  945-with drawn  a  1009  c  1013 


STETSON 


STOREY 


Stetson,  John. 

sewer,  Walker  St.,  petition  a  269;  license,  Globe  Theatre,  granted  a  746 

Stetson,  John,  et  ah. 

petition  to  pave  Hayward  place  a  536;  remonstrance  against  sewer,  Alden 
st.  a662-refused  a  1063 

Stetson,  John  A. 

stable,  East  First  St.,  petition  a  1033-granted  a  1066 

Stevens,  Caroline  M. 

personal  injuries,  Washington  St.,  petition  a  160-refnsed  a  620  c  656 

Stevens,  Mrs.  Ellen. 

steam-engine,  Kim  Hill,  petition  a  945-granted  a  9S5 

Stevens,  Geo.  W. 

sidewalk,  Cliff  St.,  petition  a  661,  granted  a  693 

Stevens,   Hazard. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Elden  st.,  D.  a  692-granted  a  77S 

Stevens,  Hazard,  et  ah. 

petition,  improvements,  Eldon  and  Rossiter  sts.,  and  Union  ave.  a  536; 
electric  light,  Hancock  and  Bowdoin  sts.,  D.,  petition  a  775 

Stevens,  Thomas  M. 

sewer,  Belvidere  St.,  petition  a  S91,  9SS 

Stevens,  Wm.  J. 

petition  to  be  refunded  portion  of  betterment  Marine  park  a  753-referred 
to  next  government  c  10S6 

Stevenson,  James. 

sidewalks,  Eliot,    Pleasant  sts.,    Columbus  ave.,  petition   a   712-granted 

a  727 

Stewart,  James  P. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  371-confirmed  a  406 

Stimson,  John  D. 

stable,  Holton  St.,  petition  a  1033-granted  a  1066-permit  reconsidered 
a  1095 

Stirk,  Albert. 

permit  to  erect  wooden  building,  Saratoga  St.,  granted  c  134  a  137;  petition 
to  erect  building,  Saratoga  st.  a  753-granted  a  77S  c  7S4 

St.  James  Young  Men's  Association. 

petition  to  project  nag,  Kneeland  st.  a  34S-granted  a  40S;  flag,  Wash- 
ington St.,  granted  a  719 

St.  James  avenue. 

edgestones  and  siflewalk  :  petition  a  743-granted  a  762 

lamp  in  rear  :  D wight  M.  Ciapp  et  als.,  petition  a  458 

St.  John  street. 

grade  :  order  to  establish  a  544 
In  nips  :  A.  Lewis  et  als.,  petition  .1311 
plank-walk :  Mrs.  C.  Q\  Hill  et  als.,  petition  a  561 
sewer  :  cost  of  construction  a  53S 

St.  Joseph  Young  Men's  Association. 

petition,  use  of  Wall  st.  school-house  for  three  years,  referred  to  commil- 
tee  on  public  lands  c  147-report,  no  action  necessary,  accepted  a  34!  C35^ 

St.  Margaret's  Church,  Brighton. 

order  to  pay  land  damages,  laying  out  Eastburn  St.,  passed  a  4S1 

Stock,  Arthur  H. 

petition,  damages  to  estate  by  sewer,  Minot  St.,  D.  a  5S6 

Stockinger  Bros,  et  ah. 

petition,  cross-walk,  Ruggles  st.  a  33S 

Stockinger,  Lorenzo. 

stable,  Chestnut  ave.,  J.  P.,  petition  a  241-granted  a  275 

Stone,  James  S. 

steam-engine,  Purchase  St.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  161-hearing 
a  236-granted  a  272-permit  rescinded  a  S97 

Stone,  Jasper  W.,  et  ah. 

lamp,  Warren  st.,  C,  petition  agS3 

Stone,  Jonathan. 

petition,  compensation,  damages  to  estate,  Bunker  Hill  St.,  refused  a  139 
c  148;  damages  to  property,  Marion  and  Jackson  sts.,  C,  petition  a  214- 
refused  a  272  c  291-claim  settled  a  49S 


Stone,  Mrs. 

petition  to  move  lamp,  Wall  st.  a  614 

Stone,  Mrs.  Minnie. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Humboldt  ave.  a  536-abated  a  763 

Stone  street,  Charlestown. 

lamps  :  L.  Copithorne  et  als.,  petition  a  797 

Stone's  Grove,  Brighton. 

petition  of  J.  A.  Hathaway  et  als.,  that  it  be  set  apart  for  a  play-ground 
a  476 

Stony  Brook. 

committee:  order  to  appoint,  passed  c  12  a  52-appointed  c  50  a  58 
c  66 

betterments  :  order  that  the  schedule  of  betterments  assessed  on  adja- 
cent property-owners  be  taken  from  the  files  and  referred  to  special 
committee  on  Stony  brook,  passed  a  77-reconsidered,  amended,  passed 
a  116 

bridges  !  order  to  repair  bridges,  etc.,  passed  a  987,  assigned  c  1005-re- 
ferred  to  next  government  c  toSo  a  1094 

claim  :  order  to  pay  Andrew  McLaughlin  certain  sum  for  work  per- 
formed, referred  to  committee  on  sewers  a  544-referred  to  committee  on 
claims  a  590-passed  a  S2S,  discussed  c  S39,  S40  passed  c  S40;  Mary 
Noonan,  damages  to  property,  refused  a  S77 ;  Ruth  IT.  Tompson,  peti- 
tion, land  damages  a  931-refused  c  10S5;  petition,  compensation,  James 
Toomey  for  land  taken  a  1060 

fencing  :  order  that  superintendent  sewers  be  instructed  to  fence  in  and 
cover  over  such  portions  as  are  dangerous  to  the  public,  referred  to 
committee  on  sewers  a  462 

improvement :  order  that  the  mayor  petition  legislature  for  the  passage 
of  an  act  authorizing  the  city  of  Boston  to  levy  a  special  tax,  the 
amount  thus  raised  to  be  expended  for  improvement,  etc.,  and  also  for 
city  treasurer  to  borrow  certain  sum  in  anticipation  of,  etc.,  discussed, 
a  114,  115-laid  on  table  a  115-taken  from  table,  discussed  a  142,  143- 
indefinitely  postponed  a  143;  communication  from  mayor  transmitting 
communication  from  superintendent  of  sewers,  relating  to  borrowing  of 
money  for  construction  of  new  channel,  referred  to  committee  on  finance 
a  691-report  no  further  action  necessary  c  723  a  726 

labor  :  order  requesting  superintendent  of  sewers  to  have  all  labor  em- 
ployed in  construction  during  the  winter,  engaged  by  the  day,  specially 
assigned  c  1022-discussed,  passed  c  1056-discussed,  indefinitely  post- 
poned a  1060  c 1072 

loan  :  order  to  borrow  certain  sum  for  construction  of  new  channel,  pay. 
ment  of  damages,  etc.,  referied  to  finance  a  642;  report,  with  order  in  new 
draft  accepted,  passed  c  701,  7o;-discussed,  passed  a  717 

netv  channel  :  preamble  and  order  adjudging  it  necessary  to  provide 
and  to  take  land  for  that  purpose,  passed  a  736  c  769-hearing,  report  of 
committee  on  sewers  witli  order  for  taking  of  land,  etc.  a  739,  740-passed 

a74°-  .      .  '■ 

overflow  :  communication  from  mayor,  transmitting  communication 
from  Boston  Belting  Co.  and  A.  J.  Tower  relative  to  a  103,  104-referred 
to  committee  on  Stony  brook  a  104;  order  that  superintendent  of  sewers 
make  temporary  provisions  to  prevent  overflow,  referred  to  finance 
c  1012 ;  communication  from  superintendent  of  sewers  relating  to,  re- 
ferred to  joint  special  committee  on  Stony  brook  c  994,  90s 

covering,  etc. :  report  with  order  and  communication  from  superintend- 
ent sewers  in  relation  to,  referred  to  finance  a  47S-report,  with  order 
for  transfer,  accepted,  passed  a  490  c  5C9;  order  tor  superintendent  of 
sewers  to  prepare  plans  and  estimate  cost  of  constructing  conduit,  Tre- 
mont  st.,  to  prevent  overflow,  referred  to  committee  on  sewers  a  479 

plank  covering  over  Williams  st. :  order  for  superintendent  of 
streets  to  repair,  discussed,  amended,  passed  a  622,  623 

prevention  of"  flood  :  order  that  the  superintendent  of  sewers  be  di- 
rected to  take  prompt  and  decisive  measures  to  prevent  the  waters  from 
overflowing,  discussed  a  77-79-referred  to  committee  on  sewers  a  79- 
report,  no  further  action  necessary  a  113 

temporary  relief:  order  that  committee  on  Stony  brook  consider  and 
report  some  measure  that  will  afford  temporary  relief  from  floods, 
referred  to  committee  on  Stony  brook  c  So-report,  accepted,  referred  to 
finance  c  134  a  137-report,  referring  to  committee  on  appropriations,  ac- 
cepted a  189 

topics  in  mayor's  address  :  referred  c  101  a  106 

claims  :  order  to  take  those  of  last  year  from  files  and  refer  to  special 
committee,  passed  c  So  a  loS-report  and  order  relating  to  settlement, 

etc.,  accepted,  passed  c  Sio  a  S24 
Boston  Belting  Co.:  communication  relative  to  overflow  of  Feb.  18, 

referred  to  committee  on  Stony  brook  a  1S5 
Doiiektv,  Henry:  petition  to  be  compensated  for  coal,  granted  a  217 

c  225 
Sullivan,  David  :  petition,  damages  by  overflow  a  214 
Tuknay  M. :  petition,  compensation,  damages  by  overflow  a  1S6 
Whittier  Machine  Co.  :  petition  to  determine  damages  by  overflow, 

referred  to  committee  on  Stony  brook  a  192 
Woodward,  Joseph  :  petition,  compensation,  damages  by  overflow  a74 

Stony  Brook  street. 

lamps  :  Patrick  Crosby,  petition  a  100S 

Storage  Basin.     (See  Water.) 
Storey,  J.  C. 

edgestones,  First  St.,  petition  a  S42  ;  petition  to  trim  tree,  Broadway  a  S42 
-referred  to  committee  on  common,  etc.  a  S72-granlcd  a  S95 
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Story,  Sarah  W. 

petition,  compensation,  damages  to  estate,  No.  Beacon  St.,  refused  a  J3S 
c  14S;  petition  to  build  stand,  Franklin  St.,  B.a34S-refuseda372;  steam- 
engine,  Beacon  St.,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934 

Stoughton-street  Baptist  Church. 

petition  to  remove  tree,  Sumner  St.,  D.  a  S42-referred  to  committee  on 
common,  etc.  a  S72-refused  a  Sc5 

St.  Patrick  Educational  Society. 

sidewalk,  Forest  St.,  petition  a  712-granted  a  72S 

petition,  abatement,  sewer   assessment,  Forest  St.  a   712-granted  a  735; 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Forest  St.  a  1033 
sidewalk  assessment,  abated  a  1040 

St.  Paul  street. 

lamps:  Wm.  Bassett,  petition  a  S23 

sewer  :  petition  a  4S3 

steam-engine  :  William  Bassett,  petition  a  S42-granted  a  S77 

Strachan,  Wm.  M. 

petition  for  rifle-range  in  city  limit,  refused  a  13S 

Strange,  Felix  A. 

appointed  inspector  and  seizer  of  charcoal-baskets  a  33S-confirmed  a  34S 
appointed  deputy  sealer  of  weights  and  measures  a  3jS-confirmed  a  34S 

Strangers,  Distinguished.     (See  Distinguished  Strangers.) 
Stratton,  Henry  B. 

bay-window,  Shirley  St.,  order  for  hearing   a  724-hearing  a  734-granted 

A74S 
edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Shirley  st.  petition  a  S71 

Street  Bands  and  Music.      (See  Licenses.) 
Street  Cleaning,  Temporary  Department  for. 

order  to  form  department  for  street  cleaning,  etc.,  referred  to  committee  on 
judiciary  c  994 -report,  inexpedient  c  1049 

Street-Peddlers.     (See  Police  Licenses.) 

Street-Railroads.     (See  also,  different  companies.) 
committee  :  appointed  a  57 

additional  rights  :  Francis  H.  Appleton,  remonstrance  against  grant- 
ing additional  rights  to  horse-cars  without  conditions  are  attached, 
compelling  the  keeping  of  rails  and  road-beds  in  condition  a  214 

Beacon  and  Arlington  streets  :  F.  L.  Ames  el  a/s.,  remonstrance 
against  location  a  1S5  ;  G.  Upham  el  a/s.,  remonstrance  against  location 
a  1S5;  M.  Brimmer*;  a/s.,  remonstrance  against  location  a  1S5;  F. 
Sullivan  et  a/s.,  remonstrance  against  location  a  1S5 

horse-car  accommodations  in  South  Boston :  resolutions 
adopted  at  public  meeting,  representing  the  need  of,  refened  to  com. 
mittee  on  railroads  a  214 

investigation:  communication  from  stockholders  of  South  Boston 
R.K.  Co.,  petitioning  for  an  investigation  as  to  the  methods  by  which 
petitions  in  aid  of  Metropolitan  "R.R.  Co.  using  tracks  in  South 
Boston  have  been  attained,  referred  to  special  committee  a  160-majoritv 
and  minority  reports  a  249,  250-discussed  a  250,  25 l-minoritv  accepted 
3251 

rails  :  order  that  the  committee  on  railroads  inquire  and  report  upon  the 
expediency  of  requiring  the  several  railroad  corporations  to  make  their 
rails  conform  to  such  improved  form  of  rail  as  will  make  the  streets 
safe  and  convenient  for  public  travel  bv  vehicles,  passed  a  2S6 

removal  of  snow  and  ice:  order  tiiat  superintendent  of  streets  be 
directed  to  prosecute  any  and  all  street-railwav  corporations  which 
shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  remove  snow  and  ice  from  and  around  their 
tracks,  etc.,  passed  a  2S6 

street-car  blockades:  resolve  and  order  relating  to,  discussed,  indefi- 
nitely postponed  a  935 

tracks  on  Harrison  avenue:  petition  of  C.  G.  Way  et  aln.,  that 
the  Metropolitan  R.R.  Co.  be  compelled  to  run  cars  on  their  tracks  in 
Harrison  ave.,  or  that  some  other  company  be  granted  the  right  aci 

Streets,  Laying  out  and  Widening. 

committee  :  appointed  a  5S  c  66 

commissioners  :  Hugh  E.  Bradv,  appointed  a  21-confirmed  a  53 

Mew,ftreets  :  W.  S.  Bird  etals.,  petition  that  new  streets  running  from 
Ashley  ave.  and  Gladstone  St.  be  accepted  a  797 

stieet-wideiiings  :  order  that  all  communications  from  the  board  of 
street  commissioners  relativeto.be  submitted  in  print  and  not  be  con- 
sidered until  alter  the  expiration  of  30  davs,  discussed  a  V7,  3iS-as- 
signed  a  3iS-referred  to  committee  on  streets  a  344-inden'nitely  post 
poned  a  47S  c  507  J   r 

Streets,  Paving,  etc.,  Department  of. 

committee  :  appointed  a  57 

superintendent:  John  W.  McDonald,  appointed  a  21-confirmed  a  «■ 
order  that  committee  on  paving  report  whether  the  superintendent  has 
vio.ated  the  ordinance  by  expending  money  in  anticipation  of  the  appro- 
priation, discussed,  withdrawn  a  409 

annual  report:  (CD.  16)  c  11S 
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Streets,  Paving,  etc.,  Department  of,  co7iiinued. 

appropriation  :  order  to  transfer  unexpended  balance  for  wharf  paving- 
department    to   the   appropriation    for   paving   department,    discussed, 
passed  c  934-discussed,  assigned  a  946-referred  to   finance  a  992-report, 
accepted,  passed  a  1047;  order  to  transfer  from  library  building-,  Dart- 
mouth St.,  to  paving  appropriation,  referred  to  finance  a  992-report,  dis- 
cussed a   1037-1040-rejected  a  1040-assigned  c    i04S-specially  assigned 
c  1070-accepted,  passed  c  10S0;  order  to  transfer  from  new  public  library, 
discussed  c  1057,  io5$-referred  to  finance  c  105S 
claims  :    Thomas   Norton,  petition,  personal  injuries  while  at   work   in 
paving  department  a  921-refused  a  1065  c  1072;    John  Murphy,  petition, 
compensation  for  personal  injuries  a  1060 
digging   np   streets   for   underground  wires:    communication 
from  mayor  relating  to,  discussed  a  212,  213-so  much  of  communication 
as  relates  to  work  already  done,  referred  to  committee  on  paving  a  213- 
report,  no  action  necessary,  accepted  a  254-the  rest  referred  to  committee 
on  ordinances  a  213 
edgestones  and  sidewalks  :    schedule  of  cost,  with  order  to  assess 
and  collect  a  76,  111, 141,  162, 1S6,  215,  243,  349,  634,  71S,  73S,  744,  Soi,  S45, 
S46,  S72,  923,  9S5,  9S9,  1009,  101S,  1037,  1034*  io^3 
hydrants  :  order  that  a  special  committee  be  appointed  to  consider  ex- 
pediency of  the  Water   Board   having  care   and  charge  of,  during  the 
winter  months,  discussed,  passed  a  763 
introduction  of  steam  traction-engine  :  Wm.  G.  Clark,  petition 

for  the  introduction  of  steam  traction-engine  instead  of  horses  a  51 
laborers:  order  that  superintendent  of  streets  be  requested  to  report  if 
it  would  be  expedient  to  place  laborers  on  a  permanent  basis  a  57  c  61- 
rrport  inexpedient  a  n  1  c  11S;  order  requesting  superintendent  of 
streets  to  consider  expediency  of  placing  laborers  on  permanent  basis, 
discussed  c  233,  234-passed.  c  234- indefinitely  postponed  a  242  c  256; 
orderthat  superintendent  of  streets  be  requested  to  report  amount  nec- 
essary to  put  department  on  permanent  basis,  discussed,  passed  c  255 
a  271 ;  order  that  the  commiUee  on  appropriations  include  in  the  esti- 
mates of  paving  department  sum  sufficient  to  place  employees  on  perma- 
nent basis,  discussed  c  265,  267,  297-300-passed  c  299  a  311;  order  to 
place  laborers  and  mechanics  on  permanent  basis,  specially  assigned 
C937~passed  a9$5  ;  communication  from  mayor  transmitting  communica- 
tion from  superintendent  of  streets  a  9SS,  c  905;  James  Swift  et  a/s., 
petition  to  be  compensated  for  expense  incurred  by  riding  to  and  from 
work  in  paving  dept.  a  735 
land.  Hack  bay  :  order  that  committee  on  paving  be  requested  to  con- 
siderand  report  expediency  of  disposing  of  a  piece  of  land  on  Back  bay, 
owned  by  the  city,  in  charge  of  paving  department,  referred  to  commit- 
tee on  paving'  a  169 
>Iorton-street  gravel-bank  :  order  for  superintendent  of  streets  to 
report  amount  ot  gravel  purchased  from  owners  of  above  gravel-bank 
and  price  paid,  etc.,  discussed  c  303,  304~referred  to  committee  on  streets 
c  304-report  accepted,  passed  a  41 1  c  427-report  of  superintendent  a  460- 
assigned  c  467-discussed,  placed  on  file  c  560 
occupation  of  streets  for  building  purposes  :  order  that  all 
papers  relating  to.  be  taken  from  files  and  referred  to  committee  on  ordi- 
nances, discussed  c  So,  Si ,  assigned  c  ST-amended,  referred  to  commitee 
on  inspection  of  buildings  c  131  a  137-report,  with  ordinance,  accepted, 
passed  a  i6S-assigned  c  i95~discussed  c  226-233-assignment  taken  up 
and  voted  on  c  233-discussed  c  307,  3oS-discussed  c  334,  335  passed  c  335  ; 
ordinance  to  amend  chap.  2S,  Rev.  Ord.,  relating  to,  referred  to  commit- 
tee on  ordinances  c  So-reconsidered,  referred  to  committee  on  inspection 
of  buildings  c  131 ;  order  that  committee  on  inspection  of  buildings  in- 
quire and  report  whether  provisions,  chap.  2S,  Rev.  Ord.,  as  amended 
bv  chap.  25,  have  been  complied  with  or  not  since  the  date  of  amend- 
ment, passed  c  233  a  242;  order  to  report  if  provisions  of  sect.  S,  chap.  28, 
of  the  Rev.  Ord.  have  been  complied  with  in  certain  cases  of  erection  of 
buildings,  referred  to  committee  on  inspection  of  buildings  c  502;  order 
to  make  report  what  action  has  been  taken  on  the  order  of  March  3,  re- 
lating to,  referred  to  committee  on  survey  and  inspection  of  buildings 
C502 
opening  of  streets  by  corporations  and  departments:  com- 
municaiion  from  mavor,  transmitting  communication  from  superin- 
tendent of  streets,  superintendent  of  sewers  et  a/s.,  relative  to,  referred  to 
special  committee  a  741,  742-report,  accepted  and  ordered  printed  a  761 
paving  :  committee  appointed  a  57  c  65 

paving-department  stable  in   Brighton  :  message  from  mayor, 
transmitting  communication  from  superintendent  of  streets  in  relation 
to  a  valuable  piece  of  property  in  the  Brighton,  district  now  being  used 
as  yard  and  stable  by  paving  department,  and  requesting  certain  sum  for 
erection  of  new  stable,  etc.,  referred  to  committee  on  public  lands  a  20 
paving  and  repairing  streets  :  committee  appointed  a  57 
paving-department  land,  Hereford  st.  :  order  to  place  in  charge 
of  street  commissioners  to  be  sold,  etc.,  referred  to  committee  on  paving 
a  3i6-report,  referred  to  committee  on  public  lands  a350-report,  accepted, 
order  passed  a  373  c  3S2 
paving-department  wharf,  West-End  yard  :  order  to  select  suit- 
able site,  referred  to  committee  on  appropriations  c  57S 
paving  of  streets  :  order  that  opinion  of  corporation  counsel  be  ob- 
tained as  to  what  right  the  board  of  aldermen  have  in  directing  super- 
intendent streets  to  pave  any  street,  and  whether  the  power  is  vested  in 
them  or  the  mayor,  amended,  passed  a  545-opinion  of  corporation  coun- 
sel a  563.  564-laid  on  table  and  ordered  printed  a  564-discussed,  referred 
to  committee  on  ordinances  a  597 
property  on  water  St.:  communication  from    street  commissioners 
stating  that  lease  had  nearly  expired,  and  suggesting  renewal  of  same, 
referred  to  committee  on  streets  a  76-report,  referred  to  committee  on 
public  lands  a  164   c    174-report,    with    order  to   lease,  etc.,  accepted, 
passed  c  205-laid  on  table  a  215-taken  from  table  and  passed  a  2S0 
proposed  street  extension  in   South  Boston  :  order  to  prepare 
plans  and  estimates  of  the  cost  of  laving  out  and  extension  of  certain 
streets,  referred  to  committee  on  streets  c  354  a  375 
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Streets,  Paving,  etc.,  Department  of,  conti}ined. 
removal  of  snow  and  ice  from  gutters  nnd  sewer-openings  : 

order  that  committee  on  ordinances  consider  the  advisability  of  amend- 
ing chap.  2S,  Rev.  Old.,  relating-  to,  specially  assigned,  referred  to  com- 
mittee on  ordinances  c  Si-report,  with  opinion  of  corporation   counsel, 
accepted  a  163,  164  c  174 
single  teams  :    order  to  pay  former  rates  for  all  single  teams  passed 

a  720 
sprinkling    macadamized  streets  :    order  to  expend  certain  sum 
for  watering  the  principal    macadamized  stieets,  etc  ,  leferred  to  com- 
mittee on  paving  a  379- report,  accepted,  discussed  a  40S,  409-indefinitely 
postponed  a  409 
stable  :  petition,  stable,  Chestnut-Hill  avenue  B.  a  725-granted  a737 
street  widening:  order  to  transfer  from    new  library  building,  Dart- 
mouth St.,  to  extension  Tufts  St.,  and  widening  Essex  and  Kneeland 
sts.,  referred  to  finance  a  642 
streets  in  liast  Boston  :  M.  F.  D'Arey,  petition  that  several  streets 

be  laid  out  and  graded  a  401 
subways  under  tile  streets  :  order  to  petition  legislature  for  pas- 
sage of  an  act  authorizing  city  of  Boston  to  construct  subways  under 
the  streets,  etc.,  assigned  c    ^-referred    to    next  government  c  10S0, 
a  1094 
wharf  for  paving   department:    order  to   select    and  purchase, 

passed  a  643  c  6S5  ;  order  to  fit  up,  etc.,  passed  a  S02  c  S14 
west  Roxbury  streets  :  order  to  repair  certain  streets,  passed  a  4S1 
widening    streets  from  Albany  and  Old  Colony  R. IS.  Co.  : 
order  to  report  plans  and  estimates  for  widening  and  opening  Essex  St., 
referred  to  committee  on  streets  a  56-report,  no'further  action  necessary 
a  6iS-recommilted  c  657 
watering  :  order  to  transfer  certain  sum  to  cancel  account  with  water 
department  for  watering  streets  a  5S6 
Bancroft,  J.  V.  :  petition  for  license  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  in  Rox- 
bury a  22-granted  a  407 
Bradley,  Jeremiah:   petition,  license  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  in 

Dorchester  a  33S-granted  a  373 
Calnan,  P.  J. :  petition,  license  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  in  Charles- 
town  a  31 1 -granted  a  373 
Clark,  Daniel  :  petition  to  water  certain  streets  a  241-granted  a  372 
Cook  &  Handv:  petition  to   sprinkle   certain    streets    a    iS6-gr;inted 

"  372 
Curtis,  Adoniram  :  petition  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  in  city  proper 

a  241-granted  a  372 
D'Arcv,   M.    F. :  petition,   license  to  sprinkle  streets  in  East  Boston 

a  269-granted  a  373 
Devine,  Augustus:  petition,  license  to  water  certain  streets  in  Charles- 
town  a  241-granted  a  372 
Gormi.ev,  John  :  petition,  license  to  water  streets  a  160-granted  a  373 
Grace,  P.:  petition  for  license  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  a  214-grantcd 

a  372 
Hall,  A.  A. :  petition,  license  to  water  certain  streets  in  Roxbury  and 

Dorchester  a  241-granted  a  372 
Hannon,  Wm.  :  petition  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  in  Dorchester  a  347- 

granted  a  372 
Hart,  P. :  petition,  license  to  water  streets  in  Dorchester  a  160-granted 

"37^ 
Harvey,  Geo.  E.,  et  ah.:  petition  that  city  pay  portion  of  expense  of 

watering  part  of  Dudley  st.  a  401 
Hektiiel,  Frederick  J.,  Jr.:  petition,  appropriation  for  sprinkling 

Ruggles  st.  a 401 
Kelly,  John   S. :  petition,  license  to  water  streets  in  West  Roxbury 

a  401-refused  a  461 
Malden  Bridge  :  Wm.  T.  Van  Nostrand  &  Co.  report,  no  action  neces- 
sary, accepted  a  947  c  958 
Manning,  Wm.,  et  ah.:  petition   that  city  pay   portion  of  expense  of 

watering  part  of  Albany  st.  a  401 
McCarthy,  T.  :  petition  to  water  slreets  a  214-refused  a  407 
McMuktky,  Alex.  :  petition  for  license  to  water  certain  streets  a  214- 
grantcd  a  373 
Mii-ei. i'  v  ,V  Potter  ;  petition  to  water  streets  a  214 
Myrick,  Edward  H. :  petition,  license  to  water  streets  in  East  Boston 

"37-* 
Nute,    Orsamus:    petition,  license  to   sprinkle  certain  streets  in  city 

proper  a  241-granted  a  373 
Proctor  Bros.  &  Billings:  petition   to  water  certain  streets  in  city 

proper  a  241-granted  a  373 
QyiGLEY,  Wm.  H.:  petition,  license   to  sprinkle  certain  streets  a  241- 
granted  a  373 
Rogers,  J.    Austin:    petition  that  city  defray  portion  of  expense  of 

watering  Eliot  sq.  and  Dudley  st.  a  372 
Sowden,  Pmt,u;  1  K.  :  petition  to  sprinkle  all  the  streets  in  South  Bos- 
ton a  241-granted  a  373 
Stanton,    M.   E. :  petition,  license  to    sprinkle    certain  streets  in  city 

proper  a  241-granted  a  373 
Streeter,  James  II.,  ci  ah.:    petiiion    to  make  usual  appropriation, 

sprinkling  streets  in  Roxbury  a  401 
Tibbetts,  A.  ].,  et  als. :  petition  to  water  Blue  Hill  ave.  a  372 
TUFTS,  A.  W\,  et  als.  :   petition  to  water  Walnut  ave.  a  372 
Tuttle,   A.  J.,   &  Co.:  petition   to  water  certain  streets  in  city  proper 
a  105-granted  a  373 

Street-stands. 

Bradley,  Mrs.  :  Mrs.  M.  B.  Spooner  et  ah.,  petition  in  aid  of  a  475 
Court  si.:  W.  F.  Bachler,  petition  a  pi-refused  a  461 ;  F.  W.  Bachler, 
petition  a  613-granted  a  643;  F.  \V.  Bachler,  petition,  fruit-stand 
a  33S-refused  a  372-granted  a  779;  order  that  permit  to  Catherine 
Hickey  to  maintain  fruit. stand  in  front  of  Court-house  be  rescinde  I, 
passed  a  779 
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Street-stands,  co?itimied. 

Franklin  St.,  B.:  Sarah  W.   Story,  petition   to  build   stand  a  348-™- 

fused  a  372 
Milk  st.  :    Forest    Spring   Water    Co.,    petition  to    locate  stand  a  536- 

granted  a  566 
Themont  and  Park  sts.:  order  to  allow  Wm.  Donovan  permission  to 

locate  stand,  passed  a  253 

Streeter,  Chas.  H.,  ct  ah. 

lamps,  Elm  Lawn  D.,  petition  a  45S 

Streeter,  James  H  ,  eta1*. 

petition  for  usual  appropriation  for  sprinkling  streets,  Roxbury  a  401 

Streeter,  Julia  F. 

sidewalk,  Roxbuty  St.,  granted  a  73S 

Strong,  G.  M. 

steam-engine,  Sumner  St.,  E.  B.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  459- 
hearing  a  534-g ranted  a  566 

St.  Thomas  School  Society. 

lamps,  Woodman  St.,  petition  a  797 

Stuart,  Helen  M. 

personal  injuries,  Derne  St.,  petition  a  1016 

Stubbs,  J.  O. 

petition,  refund  sewer  assessment  a  736 

Stubbs,  Samuel. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Sterling  St.,  petition  a  725-granted  a  802 

Stucklen,  Otto,  ct  ah. 

lamp,  Beck  St.,  petition  a  753 

Sturgis,  John  H. 

stable,  Beacon  St.,  petition  a  743-granted  a  75S 

Sturtevant,  B.  F.,  et  ah. 

remonstrance  against  track  of  Met.  R.R.  Co.,  Elm  and  Everett  sts.,  J. P. 
a  361 

Suburban  Light  &  Power  Co. 
Oak  SQj  and  Washington  st.,  B. :  petition,  poles  a  S23-granted  a  991 

Suburban  Street  R.R.  Co. 

locations  :  communication  from  directors  petitioning  for  locations,  etc., 
with  certificates  of  subscription  and  publication,  order  for  hearing  a  136- 
hearing  a  206-21  i-petitions  in  aid  and  remonstrances  a  21 1,  212-refcrred 
to  committee  on  railroads  a  212-reportand  orders  a  246,  247-passeda  247- 
conimunication  from  directors,  accepting  location  a  313 

tracks  : 
Beacon  &  Arlington  sts.  :  petition,  alteration  for  change  location 
a  776-order  for  hearing  a  803-hearing  a  S6S,  S69-  refused  a  SQ7 

Subways  under  the  Streets.     (See  Streets.) 
Sudbury  Street. 

steam-engine  :  Charles  H.  Baker,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  920- 
hearing  a  9S3 

Suffolk  Brewing  Co. 

order  to  erect  temporary  platform,  Eighth  St.,  passed  a  3 

Suffolk,  County  of. 

classified    indexes:    board  of   index  commissioners,  petition  for  an 

appropriation  for  making  a  4S3 
indexes  of  court  dockets  :  report  on  petition  for  an    appropriation 

for  copying  of,  with  order,  accepted,  passed  a  340 
probation-work  :  eight  annual  report  (CD   S)  c  27  a  52 
receipts  and  expenditures  :  for  iSS6c  655 

Suffolk  Savings-Bank. 

steam-engine,  Treinont  st.,  petition  a  161-granted  a  1S9 

Sullivan,  Catherine. 

sidewalk,  Chelsea  St.,  granted  a  617 

Sullivan,  Daniel. 

petition,  damages  by  overflow  of  Stony  brook  a  214 

Sullivan,  Daniel  B. 

lantern,  Norman  St.,  petition  a  lOoS-granted  a  101S 


0) 


SULLIVAN 


SUNDELL 


Sullivan,  Daniel  P.,  et  ah. 

use  of  Faneuil  hall,  granted  a  314;  petition,  use  Faneuil  hall  a  537-g ranted 
a  643 

Sullivan,  Daniel  P. 

appointed  inspector  and  seizer  of  charcoal-baskets  a  33S-  confirmed  a  34S; 
appointed  deputy  sealer  of  weights  and  measures  a  33S-confirmed  a  34S 

Sullivan,  Ed-ward,  Councilman,  Ward  10. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed  :  committee  on  cemeteries,  laying- out  and  widening-  streets, 

new  court-house  C64-66;  fourth  of  July  c  630 
remarks  :  land,  Glenarm  St.  c  99S 

Sullivan,  Ellen. 

personal  injuries,  B  St.,  petition  a  725 

Sullivan,  P.  L.,  et  ah. 

remonstrance  against  street- railroad  on  Beacon  St.  a  1S5 

Sullivan,  George  J. 

petition,  personal  injuries,  Commercial  st.  a  556-refused  a  672  c  67S 

Sullivan,  J.  P.,  et  ah. 

lamps,  Larch  place,  petition  a  9S3 

Sullivan,  James  H.,  Councilman,  "Ward  19. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed  :  committee  on  fire,  paving  c  65 ;  salaries  c  90;  investigation 
of  bridges  c  129;  fourth  of  July  c  325 

Sullivan,  Jeremiah  P. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Sullivan,  John  H. 

steam-engine,  Webster  St.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  735  hearing 
a  751-grantcd  a  777 

Sullivan,  John  Henry,  Alderman,  District  1. 

qualified  :  page  i 

appointed:  committee  on  rules  and  orders  of  city  council  a  2;  rules 
and  orders  of  board  of  alderman  a  2;  joint  rules  a  23;  standing  regula- 
tions a  24;  standing  —  electric  wires,  Faneuil  hall,  and  county  build- 
ings, sewers  and  drains,  streets;  j  int  —  appropriations,  bridges,  ceme- 
teries, contingent  expenses.  East  Boston  ferries,  department  for  inspec- 
tion of  buildings,  public  buildings,  public  library  a  57;  sewers,  laving 

.  out  and  widening  streets,  underground  wires;  joint  special — mayor's 
address  a  5S;  conference  committee  a  106;  bridge  investigation  a  137  ; 
petition  of  stockholders  of  South  Boston  R.R.  Co.  a  160;  funeral,  ex- 
Mayor  Albert  Palmer  a  530 ;  examination  of  houses  of  detention  a  676 

remarks:  free  ferries  a  75,76;  lockers  for  the  common  council  a  112; 
Sackville  St.  a  116;  salaries  in  department  of  inspection  of  buildings 
a  106;  Boston  Healing  Co.  a  191;  Lincoln  wharf  damages  a  192;  en- 
gineers, Broadway  bridge  a  216;  Sargent's  wharf  a  217,  253,  254,320; 
next  meeting  a  2iS;  Delea  claim  a  239;  street  railroad  investigation 
a  251 ;  land  damages  a  252;  widening  Beacon  St.  a  313:  salaries  and  wages 
oi  employees  a  323;  ferry  tolls  a  351,352:  Arbor  day  a  37S;  Sargent's 
wharf  a  379,380;  annual  estimates  a  415;  Orient  Heights  a  4S0;  East 
Boston  ferry-tolls  a  4S4,  4S5;  Roxbury  canal  a  487.  5S9;  Jamaica  Pond 
Aqueduct  Co.  a  49S;  paving  Devonshire  St.  a  544;  Perkins  Institution 
for  the  Blind  a  565 ;  Parnell  st.  a  593;  plank-covering  over  Stony  Brook 
a  622;  revised  giade  of  Saratoga  st.  a  695,  696;  grade,  Saratoga  st.  a  71 S; 
Earl  of  Aberdeen  and  wife  a  720 ;  sewers,  Dorchester  a  724 ;  Saratoga  st. 
grade  a  72S;  East  Boston  trees  a  729,  730;  Old  Franklin  school  house 
a  755,  757;  electric  wires  a  762 ;  Faneuil  hall  a  S02 ;  Beacon  st.  widening 
a  S47  ;  widening  Emerson  St.  aS4S ;  proposed  sewer  transfer  a  S51 ;  widen- 
ing Beacon  st.  a  S72;  East  Boston  high-school  a  9S4;  hearing,  Beacon 
Oil  Co.  a  10S9;  transfer  of  improved  seweiage  department  a  1092 

Sullivan,  Joseph  H. 

petition  for  hearing,  personal  injuries,  Washington  St.,  refused  a  251 
C257 

Sullivan,  Margaret. 

personal  injuries,  Summer  St.,  refused  a  272 

Sullivan,  Mary. 

personal  injuries,  Summer  St.,  petition  a  iS5-refused  a  272  c  2S9 

Sullivan,  Michael. 

stable.  Centre  St.,  petition  a  735-granted  a  746 

bay-window,  Centre  St.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  752-hearing  a  775 
-granted  a  S2S 

Sullivan,  P.  J.,  et  ah. 

lamps,  Alaric  st.,  petition  a  1015 
Sullivan,  Philip  P. 

personal  injuries  occasioned  by  city,  at  Walthain,  petition  a  614-refused 
a  949  c  959 
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Sullivan,  R.,  et  al. 

sewer,  Thwing  terrace,  petition  a  S23 
lamps,  Oregon  St.,  petition  a  797 

Sullivan,  Richard,  Councilman,  Ward  22. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed  :  committee  on  markets,  monitor  4th  division,  judiciary  c  65, 
66;  investigation  of  board  of  police  c  127;  fourth  of  July  c  325;  funeral, 
ex -Mayor  Albert  Palmer  c  533;  entertainment  of  city  council  of  Phila- 
delphia c  551  ;  Maguire  investigation  c  812 

remarks  :  repre>entation  from  Wards  22  and  25  c  91,  92:  wooden  build- 
ing c  149;  market  leases  c  175,  179;  ward-room  for  Ward  22  c  193;  East 
Boston  drainage  c  196;  Engine  No.  6  c  202,  203;  McGaragle  claim  c  260, 
261,  300;  McCormick  estate  c  264,  265;  assistant  clerk  of  committees 
c  295;  Delea  claim  c  306;  lamp,  Oregon  st.  c  325,  326;  civil-service 
examinations  c  328;  Roxbury  high  school  c  356,471-473.522.  523,722, 
S12-S14;  Faneuil  hall,  drainage  c  ^^6y  357;  new  Cambridge  bridge  c  35S; 
South  Boston  school-house  c  367-369,  3S9,  390,  398;  appropriation  bill 
c  429,  434,  435,  440,  452,  453;  public  lands,  Heath  st.  c  467,  46S,  Walpole- 
st.  school-house  c  46S,  469;  Heath-st  gravel-bar, k  c  507;  city  council 
of  Philadelphia  c  551 ;  entertainment  of  Hon.  Wm.  O'Brien  c  555,  573; 
entertainment  of  Terrence  V.  Powderly  c  576;  new  Cambridge  bridge 
loan  c  602,  603;  official  report  c  609;  use  of  Faneuil  hall  by  queen's 
jubilee  c  65r,  652;  supplementary  appropriation  bill  c6So;  Robert  E. 
Lee  camp  c  6S5 ;  erection  of  sundry  buildings  0786,791;  Beacon-Hill 
reservoir  c  S37 ;  membership  of  the  council  c  S9S-902;  holiday  state  and 
municipal  elections  c  915,  916,  91S:  reapportionment  of  councilmen 
c  937-942,  944,  970,971,975,  1003;  wards  and  aldermanic  districts  C994; 
new  municipal  districts  c  1001,  1002;  opening  markets,  holidays  a  1025; 
equalization  of  voters  in  city  council  c  1029;  incidental  and  contingent 
bills  c  1074;  report  on  main-drainage  works  c  107S;  reference  of  orders 
to  next  city  government  c  107S 

Sullivan,  T.  D. 

petition  to  maintain  hoisting-beam,  Hanover  St.,  granted  a  13S;  petition  to 
pave  Hanover  st.  with  granite  blocks  a  34S 

Sullivan,  T.  M. 

remonstrance  against  stable,  Medford  St.  a  725 

Sullivan,  Terrence. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Second  St.,  granted  a  462 

Sullivan,  Timothy. 

petition  to  project  flag,  Water  st.  a  725-granted  a  747 
stable,  Cambridge  St.,  B.,  petition  a  100S 

Sullivan,  Wm. 

sidewalk,  Monument  St.,  petition  a  S71 

Sullivan  street,  Charlestown. 

bay-window:  Patrick  J.  Donovan,  petition  and  order  for  hearing 
a  T033-hearing  a  1060-granted  a  1063;  E.  A.  George,  remonstrance 
against  a  1060 

Summer  street. 

claims:  M.  Sullivan,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  iS5-refused  a  272 
renumber  :  petition  a  754-ordered  a  S47 
steam-engines  :  A.  Perry,  petition  a  214-granted  a  272 

Sumner  street,  Dorchester. 

coasting  :  order  to  allow,  passed  a  22 

tree  :  Stoughton  street,  Baptist  Church,  petition,  removal  a S4 2-referred  to 
committee  on  common,  etc.  a  S72-refused  a  S95 

Sumner  street,  East  Boston. 

claims  :  John  Callaghan,  petition,  personal  injuries  a  614-refused  a  S2S 

c  832 
electric  light:  H.  Pigeon  <fe  Sons,  petition  a  735 
flag:  John  A.  Hawes  Post  159-granted  permission  a  iooS 
sidewalk  :  petition  a  634,  S42-granted  a  S96 

stable  :  Rev.  Joseph  H.  Cassin,  petition  a  753-withdrawn  a  1094 
steam-engine  :  T.  O.  Flint,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  161-hear- 

ing  a  236-granted  a  272;    G.  M.  Strong,  petition  and  order  forbearing 

a  459-hearing  a  534-granted  a  566;     Rt.  Rev.  J.  J.  Williams,  petition 

a  945-granted  a  9S6 

Suncourt  street. 

closing:  ordered  a  S2S 

Sunday  Laws. 

report  of  the  committee  on  judiciary  on  order  to  report  in  print  an  order 
for  the  mayor  to  petition  the  legislature  for  such  modifications  of  the 
Sunday  laws  as  may  be  necessary,  etc.  c  97-100-discussed  c  100,  101- 
passed  c  101-discussed,  passed  a  106 

resolve,  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  common  council  it  is  desirable  that  the 
Sunday  laws  be  revised  during  the  present  session  of  tile  legislature,  dis- 
cussed, withdrawn  c  147 

Sundell,  Philip. 

stable,  Newbern  St., 

1) 


petition  a  753 


SUNDBERG 


TECHNICAL   EDUCATION 


Sundberg,  John  P.,  Councilman,  Ward  3. 

qualified :  page  2 

appointed:  committee  on  health,  sewer  c  65,66;  seventeenth  of  June 
c  2SS 

Sundstrup,  John. 

petition  to  sell  flowers  on  Tremont  St.  a  725 

Superintendents.     (See  different  departments.) 

Supple,  James  N.,  Rev.,  et  ah. 
petition,  lamp,  Bunker  Hill  st.  8311 

Surrey  street,  Brighton. 

sewer  :  ordered  a  499 

Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings.     (See  Buildings,  Sur- 
vey and  Inspection  of.) 

Surveyor's  Department. 
commit  tee  :  appointed  a  5S  c  66 

city  surveyor  :  Thomas  W.  Davis  appointed  a  21  confirmed  a  54 
annual  report:    (CD.  15)  c  Si  a  105 

Surveyors  of  Highways.     (See  also  Aldermen.) 

order  that  committee  on  ordinances  consider  and  report  what  changes  are 
necessary  in  chap.  2S,  sect.  65  a  597 ;  report,  no  further  action  necessary, 
accepted  a  852  c  859 

Sussex  street. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk  :  petition  a  269 
curb-stone  and  sidewalk  :  petition  a  269 

lamps  :  R.  Treat  Paine,  petition  a  348 

Swallow,  Calvin. 

petition  for  abatement  of  betterments  assessed  on  account  of  laying-  out 
Marine  park  c  256;  report  with  order  accepted,  passed  a  564-discussed 
=  S77,  S7S-passed  c  57S 

Swan,  Daniel. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Hammond  St.,  petition  a  S24 

Swan,  James  E.,  et  ah. 

petition  to  macadamize,  set  edgestones,  and  pave  gutters,  Acadia  st. 
aS42 

Swan,  Lewis  W. 

appointed  assistant  harbor-master  a  73-confirmed  am 

Swan,  Robert. 

petition,  sewer,  Winter  St.,  D.  a  269 

Swan,  Thomas  P. 

sidewalk,  Waverley  St.,  petition  a  776 

Swan,  "Walter  E. 

elected  clerk  of  water  board  a  460  c  467;  bond  approved  a  947 

Swanton,  John  J. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Sweeney,  John,  et  ah. 

petition  to  grade  Magazine  st.  a  33S 

Swett,  Persis  B. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Market  and  Waverly  sts.,  B.  a  932- 
granted  a  9S6 

Swett,  Wm.  S. 

order  to  maintain  opening,  Chapman  St.,  recommitted,  report,  passed 
a  163;  petition  to  open  sidewalk,  Chapman  st.  a  135;  permit  rescinded 
aS97 

Swett  street. 

estate  :  John  W.  Candler,  order  to  pay  balance  tax-sale  of  estate,  passed 

a  114  c  119 
sidewalk  :  ordered  a  593 

Swift,  James,  et  ah. 

petition  to  be  compensated  for  expense  incurred  by  riding  to  and  from 
work  in  paving  department  a  735 

Swift,  W.  H. 

steam-engine,  Brighton  ave.,  petition  a  371-granted  a  406 
steam-engine,  Purchase  St.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  1016-granted 
a  1094 

Sycamore  street. 

sewer:  order  for  hearing  a  350-hearing  a  371-ordered  a  407;  petition 
a  402-order  for  hearing  a  564-hearing  a  5S4~ordered  a  637 

(1 


Sydney  street,  Dorchester. 

lamps  :  James  R.  Taylor  et  als.,  petition  a  311 

Sylvester,  Bernard. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  H  st  ,  petition  a  483-granted  a  S46 

Sylvester,  Elizabeth. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  H  St.,  petition  a  776 

Syracuse  street. 

sewers  :  B.  B.  &  R.  S.  Wright,  petition  a  160 

Taber  street. 

sidewalk  :  petition  a  562-granted  a  727 

Taft  court. 

stable  :  Granville  S.  Seaverns,  petition  a  734-granted  a  746 

Taking  of  Land  for  School  Purposes.     (See  Schools.) 
Talbot,  J.   C. 

bay-windows,  Washington  St.,  D.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  1016- 

hearing  a  1033,  1060-g ranted  a  1063 
bulkhead,  Washington  St.,  petition  a  ]033-granted  a  1062 

Talbot,  Newton. 

chosen  chairman  sinking-fund  commissioners  a  477  c  506 

Talbot  avenue. 

sewer  :  M.  J.  Collins,  petition,  compensation  for  work  done  a  634 

Tapley,  Henry,  et  ah. 

petition,  drain,  Rockwell  st.  a  735 

Tappan  street. 

lamps  :  petition  a  476 

sewer  :  petition  a  371-order  for  hearing  a  499-hearing  a534~granted  a  564 

stable  :  E.  B.  Taylor,  petition  a  735-granted  a  746 

Tarbox,  G.  W. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 
Tax-Titles.     (See  Claims.) 
Taxes. 

loan  in  anticipation  of  taxes:  report  and  order  from  finance, 
recommending  temporary  loan,  etc.,  accepted,  passed  a  565 

limit  of  taxation  and  borrowing  :  order  that  the  president  of 
the  common  council  petition  the  legislature  for  such  amendments  in 
existing  laws  as  shall  place  the  city  of  Boston  on  the  same  basis  as 
other  cities  in  regard  to  the  limit  of  its  power  of  taxing  and  borrowing, 
discussed,  passed  c  SS 

limit  of  taxation  and  indebtedness  :  report  of  committee  on 
legislative  affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  as  unfinished  business  the 
order  for  mayor  to  petition  legislature  for  an  increase  in  the  limit  of 
taxation  and  municipal  indebtedness,  etc.,  with  new  order,  accepted, 
discussed  c  101,  102-passed  c  102  a  106,  107 

national  bank  taxes  :  communication  from  mayor,  transmitting 
communication  from  corporation  counsel,  referred  to  finance  a  945- 
report,  accepted,  passed  a  992  c  996 

Taylor,  E.  B. 

stable,  Tappan  St.,  petition  a  735-granted  a  746 

Taylor,  Geo.  W. 

petition  and  order  for  hearing,  bay-window,  Huntington  ave.  a  945-hear 
ing  a  9S3-granted  a  9S6 

Taylor,  Hugh. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Taylor,  James  R.,   et  ah. 

petition,  lamps,  Sydney  St.,  D.  a  311 

Taylor,  William. 

appointed  member  of  board  of  health  a  21-confirmed  a  ^ 

Taylor,  William,  et  ah. 

petition,  sewer,  Poplar  St.  8536 

Taylor  &  Sullivan. 

iron  pipe,  Congress  St.,  petition  a  100S 

Taylor  street. 

paving  :  order  to  pave  with  asphalt,  passed  a  73S 
sewer  :  petition  a  S23 

Technical  Education.     (See  Schools.) 
12) 


TEEMY 


THWING   TERRACE 


Teemy,  James. 

petition,  abatement,  edgestones  and  sidewalk  assessment  a  824-granted 
a  847 

Teevan,  James. 

lamps,  Shawmut  ave.,  passage-way,  petition  a  561 

Teevan,  Mary. 

petition  to  refund  liquor-license  fee,  refused  a  113  c  11S 

Teevans,  John  J. 

sidewalk,  P  st.,  petition  a  754-granted  a  S02 

Teevans,  John  J.,  Councilman,  Ward  13. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed  :  committee  on  printing,  public  library  c  65  ;  conference  com 

mittee  c  90;  centennial  anniversary  of  the  adoption  of  the  constitution 

C677 
remarks  :  entertainment  of  Editor  O'Brien  c  572;  use  of  Faneuil  hall 

by  queen's  jubilee  c  652,  653 

Telegraph  Hill. 

order  to  transfer  certain  sum  for  repairing  and  fencing,  etc.,  referred  to 
committee  on  finance  a  S7S-report,  accepted,  passed  a  S95  c  911 

Telegraph  Poles  and  Wires.     (See  different  companies.) 
Telegraph  street. 

coasting:  order  to  suspend  permit,  passed  c  12  a  23;  communication 
from  the  board  of  police  relating  to,  placed  on  file,  order  revoking 
coasting-permit,  passed  a  20 

Teleston,  Webster,  et  ah. 

plank-walk,  Adams  St.,  petition  a  920 

Temple,  Thomas  F. 

appointed  commissioner  of  Cedar  Grove  cemetery  a  21-confirmation  re- 
fused a  53 

Temple  place. 

coal-hole  :  W.  H.  Emmons  et  ah.,  trustees,  petition  a  931 

sidewalk  :  R.  H.  Stearns,  petition  to  excavate  a  725 

steam-engine  :  Whittier  Machine  Co.,   petition  a  743-granted  a  763; 

W.  H.  Emmons,  petition   a  920-granted  a  934;  J.  J.   Grace,  petition 

a  J0S9 

Temple  street,  West  Roxbury. 

lamps  :  E.  H.  Allen  et  ah.,  petition  a  712 

stable  :  J.  M.  Walkins,  petition  a  743-granted  a  757 

Temporary    Department,    Street   Cleaning.      (See   Street 
Cleaning.) 

Tennyson  street. 

estate:  report  and  order  to  execute  confirmatory  deed  to  James  McCue, 

accepted,  passed  c  205;  see  also  Berlin  St. 
steam-engine  :  City  of  Boston,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934 

Terrace  street. 

paving  :  order  to  pave  with  granite  blocks,  referred  to  committee  on 

paving  a  643 
pipe  :  Rueter  &  Co.,  petition  a797~granted  a  827 

Texas  street. 

edgestones  :  petition  a  475-granted  a  673 

sewer  :  petition  a  475-order  for  hearing  a  564-hearing  a  584-granted 
a  637 

Thanksgiving  Pay-roll.     (See  Employees.) 
Thatcher,  Caroline  B. 

edgestones,  Hillside  St.,  petition  a  931 

Thaxter,  J. 

sewer  assessment,  Westfield  St.,  abated  a  282 

Thayer,  Davis,  Jr. 

cellar,  Tremont  St.,  petition  a  743 

Thayer,  Prank  B.,  Councilman,  Ward  18. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed:  committee  to  collect  and  count  ballots  for  president  c  t;; 

paving,  underground  wires,  Kearsarge  burial-ground,  monitor  3d  divis- 

ion  c  65,  66 


Thayer,  George  B.,  et  ah. 

sidewalk,  Ashmont  St.,  petition  a  536 


Thayer  street. 

laying  out  and  accepting  :  E.  Mayo  et  ah.,  petition  a  241-refused 
a  47S  c  507 

widening:  order  to  include  in  estimates  sums  sufficient  to  widen,  referred 
to  committee  on  appropriations  c  117;  order  that  street  commissioners 
widen  and  lay  out,  referred  to  committee  on  streets  a  168;  report,  ac- 
cepted, order  indefinitely  postponed  a  478  c  507 

Theatres. 

order  that  the  inspector  of  buildings  be  requested  to  investigate  and  re- 
port whether  the  various  theatre  managers  are  complying  with  pro- 
visions of  chap.  10  of  the  standing  regulations,  referred  to  committee  on 
survey  and  inspection  of  buildings  a  4S0 

order  that  committee  on  licenses  be  requested  to  investigate  and  report 
whether  regulations  and  requirements,  etc.,  of  Public  Statutes  are  com- 
plied with,  passed  a  74S 

"  The  Dejeuner." 

steam  engine,  Tremont  St.,  petition  a  892-granted  a  1068 

Thetford  ave.  School.     (See  Schools.) 
Third  street. 

edgestones  :  petition  a  634-ordered  a  729 

edgestones    and    sidewalk  :     L.    Day,   petition  a  160,  401-granted 

a  462  ;  petition  a  4S3-granted  a  543,  719;  petition  a  824-granted  a  846 
electric  light :  Daniel  Sheehan  et  ah.,  petition  a  22 
macadamizing,  etc.  :  petition  a  461-granted  a  640 
sidewalk:    petition  a  372-granted  a  693;  petition  a  735-granted  a  747 ; 

petition  a  920 
trees  :  Thomas  Conners,  petition  to  remove  a  1033 

Thomas  G.  Stevenson,  Post  26,  G.A.R. 

leave  to  suspend  flag,  Orienta  Hal),  granted  a  S96 

Thomas  Park. 

iron  fence  and  improvements  :  order  that  sufficient  sum  be  included 
in  estimates  of  common  and  squares  for,  referred  to  committee  on  com- 
mon, etc.  c  147-report,  no  action  necessary  c  205  a  215 

improvements  :  order  that  committee  on  appropriations  include  in  ap- 
ptopriation  for  common,  etc,  certain  sum  for,  referred  to  committee  on 
appropriations  c  325 

reservoir:  order  that  water  commissioners  be  requested  to  report  whether 
the  reservoir  on  Telegraph  hill  is  of  any  further  service,  and  if  not, 
that  it  be  joined  to  park,  referred  to  committee  on  water  c  196;  report, 
referred  to  water  board  a  540  c  551;  communication  from  water  board 
relating  to,  referred  to  committee  on  common  and  squares  c  571-report 
inexpedient,  accepted  c  S21  a  S24 

Thompson,  Isaac  P.,  et  ah. 

sewer,  Sawyer  ave.,  D.,  petition  a  459 
Thompson,  J.  M. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Westland  ave.,  granted  a  373 

Thompson,  J.  N. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Durham  st.,  granted  a  40S 

sewer,  passage-way,  Huntington  ave.,  petition  a  450-refused  a  1063 

sidewalk,  Huntington  ave.,  petition  a  661-granted  a  693 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Huntington  ave.,  petition  a  662-granted  a  693 

petition  to  construct  cellar,  Shawmut  ave.,  refused  a  13S,  164 

Thompson,  Potter,  &  Co. 

sidewalk,  Palmer  St.,  petition  a  9S3-granted  a 9S3 ;  sidewalk,  Potter  st  , 
granted  a  991 

Thomson,  James  D.,  et  ah. 

petition,  improvements,  Qjiincy  St.,  D.  a  371 

Thorburn,  John. 

petition  to  erect  building,  Call  St.,  a  536-granted  a  620  c  657 
stable,  Call  St.,  petition  a  535-granled  a  566 

Thorndike,  George  L.,  et  ah. 

petition,  improvements,  park,  Maverick  sq.  a  535 

Thorndike  street. 

edgestones  :  petition  a  562 
Thornton  street,  Roxbury. 

sidewalks  :  petition  a  372 

trees  :  Mrs.  A.  Johnson,  petition  for  removal  of  a  214 

Thresher,  Geo.  P. 

petition  forlicense  that  daughter  may  take  part  in  musicale  a  1015-grantcd 
a  1019 


Thurston,  Edward  A. 

appointed  inspector  of  hay  and  straw  a  212-confinned  a  242 

Thwing  terrace. 

sewer  :  petition  a  S23 
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Tibbetts,  A.  J.,  et  ah. 

petition  that  Blue  Hill  ave.  be  watered  a  372 

Tilden,  A.  K. 

appointed  trustee  of  Mt.  Hope  cemetery  a  21-confirmed  a  53 

Tileston  Bros. 

stable,  Centre  St.,  VV.  R.,  petition  a  241-granted  a  275 

Tileston,  Maria  T.,  and  Francis  Hathaway. 

hearing  on  petition  to  build  sea-wall.,  etc.,  Fort  Point  channel  a  693 

Tileston  &  Hollingsworth. 

plank-walk,  Tremont  St.,  petition  a  looS-refused  a  101S 

Tileston  avenue,  Dorchester. 

stable  :  Stedman  W.  Fottle,  petition  a  931-gTanted  a  950 

Timmins,  Arthur. 

petition  to  erect  building-,  Brighton  ave.  a  842-granted  c  8SS  a  S92 
petition,  removal,  trees,  Brighton  ave.  a  gS3-referred  to  superintendent  of 
common  a  1010 

Timson,  L.  E.  Jr.,  et  ah. 

electric  lights,  Cambridge  St.,  C,  petition  a  724 

Tinkham,  Geo.  H.,  Trustee. 

petition,  flagstone  crossing,  Dartmouth  St.  a  34S 

Tinkham,  Jeremiah. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Tobey,  Mr.  Hugh. 

personal  injuries  while  at  work  at  Cottage  Farm  Bridge,  petition  a  931 

Tobin,  Thomas  J. 

petition,  compensation,  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs,  granted  a  140 

Tobin,  Richard  F. 

appointed  fire  commissioner  a  239,  240-not  confirmed  a  271 ;  appointed  fire 
commissioner  a  309-confirmed  a  339 

Tobin,  Wm. 

petition,  stable,  Paul  Gore  St.   a  74-granted  a  112;  edgestones  and  side- 
walk, Centre  St.,  petition  a  475;  sewer,  Centre  St.,  petition  a  536 

Toland,  Hugh  J. 

appointed  superintendent  of  lamps  a  21-confirmed  a  54 

Tolman,  M.  L. 

sidewalk,  Sargent  st.,  granted  a  479 

Tollman  street,  Neponset. 

lamps  :  John  D.  Pierce  et  als.,  petition  a  633 

water:  John  D.Pierce  et  als.,  petition  that  water  be   furnished  a  633- 
report,  no  action  necessary,  accepted  a  949  c  959 

Tomilson,   Robert. 

sidewalk,  East  Seventh  st.,  petition  a  562 

Tompkins,  Eugene. 

license,  Boston  Theatre,  granted  a  S03 

Tompson,  Ruth  H. 

petition,  land  damages  a  931-refused  c  10S5  a  1090 

Toomey,  James. 

petition,  compensation  for  land  taken  for  Stony  Brook  a  1060 

Torpedoes  and  other  Detonators.     (See  Ordinances.) 
Tower,  Abby  T.,  et  als. 

petition  to   be  repaid  part  of  assessment,  Franklin  Park   a  742-granted 
a  9*5  c  959 

Towle,  Henry  C. 

petition  to  trim  and  remove  trees,  Dorchester  ave.  a  691 

Towle,  Joseph  M. 

stable,  Border  St.,  petition  a  743-granted  a  75S;  petition  to  erect  building, 
Border  st.  a  753-granted  c  820  a  S24 

Townsend,  C.  T.  S. 

compensation  for  injuries  to  property,  petition  a  241-refused  a  373  c  382 

Townsend  street. 

building:  Wm.  R.  Cavanagh,  petition  to  move  a  1033-granted  a  1035 
stable  :  Henry  B.  Dennison,  petition  a  371-granted  a  410 


Tracey,  Thomas  F  ,  Councilman,  Ward  12. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed  :  committee  on  city  hospital,  new  Cambridge  bridge  c  65-66 

remarks  :  Saturday  half-holidays  c  15;  eight  hour  law  c  29 

Tracks  on  New  Cambridge  Bridge.     (See  Bridges.) 
Trainer,  John,  et  ah. 

petition  to  pave  Foundry  St.  with  granite  blocks  a  241 

Training  Field.     (See  Common,  etc.) 
Trautman,  Martin. 

petition,  sidewalks,  Dale  and  Warren  sts.  a  372-granted  a4oS 
sidewalk,   Dale  St.,  petition   a  661-granted  a  693;  sidewalk,  Warren  St., 
granted  a  672 

Travers,  John  F. 

petition  to  run  coaches  on  Sundays  a  135-granted  a  1S7 

Travers  street. 

furnaces  :  Boston  Britannia  Co.,  granted  a  951 
steam-engine  :  Morey,  Churchill,  &  Morey,  petition  a  931 

Treadney,  John,  et  ah. 

petition  to  renumber  Summer  st.  a  754 

Treadwell,  Wm.  A. 

appointed  inspector  of  hay  and  straw  a  212-confirmed  a  242 

Treasury  Department. 

committee  :  appointed  a  57  c  65 

city  treasurer:  Alfred  T.  Turner,  appointed  a  45S-confirmed  a  477; 
supplementary  bond,  approved  a  S25 

annual  report :  referred  to  committee  on  treasurer's  department,  with 
power  to  employ  expert  to  examine  a  4S5 

certiticntes  of  indebtedness  :  ordinance  relating  to,  ordered  printed, 
and  referred  to  committee  on  ordinances  c  S3i-report,  accepted,  indefi- 
nitely postponed  a  S95  c  960 

examination  of  accounts  :  report  of  experts  employed  to  examine 
accounts,  accepted,  ordered  printed  a  1009  c  1013 

loan  in  anticipation  of  taxes  :  report  and  order  from  finance  rec- 
ommending temporary  loan,  etc.,  accepted,  passed  a  565 

monthly  statements  :  (CD. 3)  c  14  a  23;  (C.D.33)  c  118  a  137;  (CD. 
43)  c  221  a  242;  (CD. 60)  33400355;  (CD. 80)  04673476;  (C.D.92)  C571 
a  5S7;  (CD. in)  a  693  c  70S;  (CD. 131)  a  736  c  769;  (CD. 140)  3754 
c  769;  (CD. 145)  a  825  c  831 ;  (CD. 157)  a  932;  (CD. 164)  a  1009c  1013 

state  aid  :   {see  State  Aid.) 

Trees.     (See  Common  and  Squares.) 

Tremlett  street. 
edgestones:  Benj.   C.   Hardwick,   assessment  abated  a   139;   petition 
a  34S-ordered,  and  one-half  cost  assessed  a  618 

Tremont  Electric  Lighting  Co. 

petition,  coal-holes,  A  St.  a  735-granted  a  747 ;  petition  and  order  for  hear- 
ing, steam-engine,  Congress  st.  a  871-hearing  a93i-granted  a  951 

Tremont  Foundry  &  Machine  Co. 

steam-engine,  Calvert  St.,  petition  a  932-granted  a  951 

Tremont  Place. 

lamps  :  Patrick  Carr  et  als.,  petition  a  9SS 

Tremont  street. 

bay-windows  :  Geo.  Fera,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  26S;  Wm. 
S.  Butler  &  Co.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  310;  hearing  a  337-re- 
fused  a  351  ;  Mrs.  B.  E.  Hastings,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  535- 
hearing  a  584-granted  a  637 

building  :  fohn  J.  Ahern,  petition  to  move  a  561-granted  a  593;  John 
Cavanagh  &  Son,  petition  to  move  a  5S6-granted  3617 

cellar  :     Davis  Thayer,  jr.,  petition  a  743 

claim  :  Thomas  Daley,  personal  injuries,  refused  a  341  c  355 

coal-hole  :  Elien  Chadwick,  heirs,  petition  a  gSS-granted  a  1010 

crosswalk  :  petition  a  983 

druggist's  mortar:  Eugene  W.  Babo,  petition  a  45S-refused  a  479; 
Max  Cramer,  petition  a  536-granted  a  5S8;  Robert  Fabery,  petition 
a  1037-granted  a  1094 

edgestones  and  sidewalk  :  petition  a  475,  614- granted  a  640-ordered 
a  73S-petition  a  776 

electric  light :  John  Forsyth  et  als.,  petition  a  S42 

estate:  E.  Frost,  executrix,  petition,  release  of  conditions  on  estate 
c  3Si-granted  a  620  c  657  ;  Mary  A.  Prindle,  petition  that  restrictions  and 
conditions  on  estate  be  annulled  c  769-granted  a  826  c  839;  Wm.  Stahl, 
petition,  release  conditions  in  deed  c  S3i-granted  a  876  c  SS7;  order  to 
pay  Wm.  H.  Morse  balance  tax  sale,  passed  a  S95  c  903 

flagging  and  Hyatt  lights  :  Margaret  A.  Grace,  granted  a  827 

grade  damages  :  Wm.  Gerarty,  petition  a  135-refused  a  162 

Hyatt  lights  :  Bridget  E.  Hastings,  petition  to  excavate  for  a  634- 
granted  a  673 

land  :  J.  Hubbard,  petition  that  city  sell  him  land,  a  241 
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Tremont  street,  continued. 

ledge-lot :  order  that  the  papers  relative  to  purchase  of,  be  taken  from 
files,  referred  to  finance  a  2S6 

paving  :  A.  Geiger  et  als.,  petition  to  pave  with  granite  blocks  a  372- 
ordered  a  S47 

plank-walks  :  J.  McGowan  et  ah.,  petition  a  9S3 

poles:  Brush  Electric  Light  Co.,  granted  a  139-orderto  report  why  poles 
have  not  been  painted  a  277 

sewer:  ordered  a  217;  Boston  Society  of  Redemption  Fathers,  petition, 
abatement,  assessment  a  402-granted  a  479;  John  Stanton,  petition, 
abatement,  assessment  a  402-granted  a  462;  Hannah  M.  Muldoon, 
petition,  abatement  of  assessment  a  402;  order  to  abate  assessment  of 
Michael  Cummings,  passed  a  462;  L.  P.  Seibert,  petition,  abatement, 
assessment  a  4S3-granted  a  564;  R.  T.  Paine,  petition  that  assessment 
be  abated  a  536-granted  a  564 ;  petition  to  build  new  sewer  a  561 ;  Eliza- 
beth Jones,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  561-granted  a  590;  petition 
a  S23~report,  no  action  necessary,  accepted  a  1063 

siflewalks  :  petition  a40i-granted  a  461  ;  petition  a  842-granted  a  876; 
petition  a  S70-granted  a  S96;  petition  a  920-granted  a  933 

steam-engines  :  Suffolk  Savings-Bank,  petition  a  161-granted  a  1S9; 
W.  \V.  Stall,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  562-hearing  a  631- 
granted  a  672;  "The  Dejeuner,"  petition  a»92-granted  a  106S;  Bunker 
Hill  Cyclorama  Association,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934;  James  T. 
Eldridge,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934;  Wright  &  Leach,  petition  and 
order  for  heaving  a  920-hearing  a  9S3 

trees  :  W.  H.  Emery,  petition  to  trim  a  47s  ;  J.  Holbrook,  petition  to  trim 
a  823-referred  to  committee  on  common,  etc.  a  S72-granted  a  S95  ;  Mary 
Hyams,  petition,  removal  a  9S3-referred  to  superintendent  of  common 
a  1010 

Tremont  street,  Charlestown. 

claims  :  Georgianna  Williams,  petition,  personal  injuries  c  193-refused 

a  47S  c  507 
steam-engine  :  Jane  A.  Sawyer,  petition  a  74-granted  a  iSS;  J.  Sawyer, 

petition  a  161-granted  a  iSS 

Tremont  and  Walpole  streets. 

vacant  city  buildings  :  order  transferring  to  the  custody  of  street 
commissioners  the  primary-school  estate,  and  ordering  sale  of  same, 
referred  to  committee  on  fire  department  c  70S;  order  to  lease  for  term 
of  years  to  Friendship  Court,  Order  of  Foresters,  discussed  c  943,944-- 
referred  to  committee  on  public  buildings  C944;  order  to  lease  to  Or- 
der of  Foresters,  etc.,  discussed  c  1070-1072-referred  to  committee  on 
public  buildings  c  1072 

Trenton  street. 

coasting  :  order  to  allow,  passed  a  4,  5,  24 

stables:  John  D.  Lane,  petition  a5i-refused  a  112;  John  D.  Lane,  peti 
tion  a  135-granted  a  373 

Tripp,  F.  P. 

petition  to  trim  trees,  Eustis  st.  a  775 

Trustees  Huntington-avenue  lands. 

petition,  sewer,  West  Chester  park  passage-way  a  459 

Tubbs,  W.  O. 

petition  to  have  sewer  assessment  refunded  a  725 

Tucker,  James  C. 

appointed  superintendent  of  public  buildings  a  21-assigned  a  54,  76-laid 
on  table  a  m-confirmed  a  141 ;  iron  grating,  Battery  A  armory,  petition 
a  824-granted  a  S2S 

Tucker,  Joseph  A. 

appointed  trustee  of  City  Hospital  for  a  term  of  five  years  a  33S-confirmed 
a  348 

Tucker,  Stillman  A. 

edgestones,  Washington  st.,D.,  petition  a  269 

Tuckerman  school.     (See  Schools.) 
Tudor  street. 

laying  out,  etc.  :  order  to  include  in  estimates  sum  sufficient  c  204 

Tufts,  Arthur  W.,  et  ah. 

petition  to  sprinkle  Walnut  ave.  a  372 

Tufts,  James  W. 

petition  to  construct  cellar,  Portland  St.  a  311-granted  a  376;  order  to  pay 
damages  occasioned  by  widening  Portland  st.  passed  a  766 

Tufts,  N,  Jr. 

stable,  Chapman  St.,  C,  petition  a  753-granted  a  777 
Tufts,  Nathan. 
steam-engine,  Front  St.,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934 

Tufts  street. 

extension  :  order  that  street  commissioners  include  in  estimates  a  sum 
sufficient  for  extension,  passed  a  77-referred  to  committee  on  appropria- 
tions c  S2  vv     v 
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Turnay,  M. 

petition,  compensation,  damages  by  overflow  of  Stony  brook  a  1S6 

Turner,  Alfred  T. 

appointed  city  treasurer  a  45S-confirmed  a  477;  elected  treasurer  sinking- 
fund  commissioners  a  4S7  c  506;  supplementary  bond  approved  a  825 

Turner,  E.  K. 

petition  to  build  freight-house,  Walnut  ave.  a  45S 

Turrell,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  M. 

petition,  compensation  for  loss  of   fowls  killed  by  dogs  a  311-granted 

a74S 

Tuttle,  A.  J.,  &  Co. 

petition  to  water  certain  streets  in  city  proper  a  105-granted  a  373 

Tuttle,  Frank  J.  Councilman,  Ward  14. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed:  committee  on  appropriations,  health,  underground  wires 

c  64-66 
remarks  :  So.  Boston  school-house  c  391 

Tuttle,  H.  B. 

petition,  compensation,  loss  of  fowls  a  9SS 

Tuttle,  W.  O.,  &  Co. 

steam  engine,  Oliver  St.,  order  for  hearing  a  724-hearing  a  739-granted 
a  763 

Tuttle  avenue. 

sewer  :  petition  a  371 

Twomey,  John. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Saratoga  St.,  petition  a  9SS 

Twomey,  Michael,  et  ah. 

lamp,  Vernon  St.,  petition  a  5S6 

Tyler  Bros. 

petition  to  erect  building,  A  st.  c  467-granted  a  543  c  537 

Tyler  street. 

stable  :  Smith  &  Lovett,  petition  a  371-refused  a  479 

Ufford,  Samuel  N. 

stable,  near  Dyer  St.,  D.,  petition  a  450-granted  a  479 

Unclaimed  Baggage.     (See  different  railroads.) 
Underground  "Wires.     (See  Wires,  Underground.) 
Underhay  &  Co. 

petition,  license  for  petroleum,  etc.  a  561-granted  a  763 

Undertakers. 

Boston  Undertakers'  Union,  petition  that  all  business  relating  to  issuance 
of  burial  permits  be  transacted  at  one  office,  referred  to  special  commit- 
tee a  242  C2S9;  report  a  5SS,  fSg-accepted  a  5S9  C59S;  undertakers  ap- 
pointed a  26S-confirmed  a  313;  appointed  a  33S-confirmed  a  34S;  ap- 
pointed a  534-confirmed  a  563  ;  appointed  a  775-confirmed  a  Soo 

Union  for  Christian  Work. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Centre  st.  a  479-granted  a  499 

Union  Club. 

iron  balcony,  Park  St.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  136-hearing  a  157— 
granted  a  252 

Union  avenue,  Dorchester. 

lamps  :  Everett  F.  Sanborn  et  als.,  petition  a  932 

relocation  :  order  to  pay  Nathaniel  Phillips  land  damages,  passed  aSos; 

order  to  pay  land  damages,  Frank  B.  Jones,  passed  a  930;  order  to  pay 

Geo.  D.  Grant,  land  damages,  passed  a  930 

Union  Freight  R.R.  Co. 

tracks  :  report  on  order  for  hearing  on  petition  to  allow  and  construct 
and  maintain  track  Commercial  St.,  accepted  a  S77-hearing  a  931- 
granled  a  94S 

location  :  9th  accepted  a  9S5 

Union  street. 

steam-engine  :  Richards  &  Co.,  petition  a  536-granted  a  58S 
Union  street,  Brighton. 

steam-engine  :  J.  Bennett,  petition  a  34S-granted  a  372 
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Union  Park. 

estate  :  Angelina  M.  Brackett,  petition,  release  conditions  in  deed  c  505- 
g  ranted  a  620  c  657 

steam-engine  :  Geo.  B.  Randall,  petition  and  order  for  hearing-  a  402- 
hearing  a  4S2-granted  a  566;  A.  S.  Whitman,  petition  a  920-granted 
a  934 

tree  :  J.  Howe  Murray  et  als.,  petition,  removal  a  S42-referred  to  com- 
mittee on  common  a  S72-granted  a  S95 

Union  Park  street. 

claims  :  Ellen  Lofuis,  petition,  injuries  a  536 

Union  square. 

sewer  :  petition  a  34S-order  for  hearing  a  377-hearing  a  401 ;  order  for 
hearing  a  462 

United  Lines  Telegraph  Co. 

Washington  st.  :  petition  lo  relocate  poles  a  475 

Universalist  Publishing  Co. 

coal-hole,  Mason  St.,  petition  a  5S6-granted  a  617 

Unproductive  City  Property.     (See  Lands,   Public.) 
Upham,  George  R.,  et  ah. 

remonstrance  against  location  of  street-railroad  on  Beacon  St.  a  1S5 

Uppold,  Maria. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Morris  St.,  petition  a  475 

Urgemach,  Christopher. 

sidewalk,  P  St.,  petition  a  475-granted  a  593 

Utica  street. 

edgestones   and  sidewalk  :    M.  E.   R.  Jones,  petition,  abatement, 

assessment  a  135-refused  a  161 
lamps  :  Walter  Horton  &  Co.,  petition  a  753 
steam-engine  :  J.  F.  Faxon,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  161-hear- 

ing  a  236-granted  a  272 

Vale  street. 

stal>le  :  M.  Leonard,  petition  a  945-refused  a  9S6 

Valentine  street. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk  :  granted  a  S02 
Valuation  for  Five  Years.      (See  Assessors'  Department.) 
Vancouver  street. 

claims  :  T.  Kilroy,  injuries  to  property,  petition  a  1S5 

Van  Delip,  Willard  C. 

petition,  extension,  Berwick  park  a  105-report  of  committee  on  streets, 
recommending  reference  to  committee  on  paving,  accepted  a  164  c  174 

Van  Nostrand,  Wm.  T. 

petition  that  coasting  be  allowed  on  Auburn  St.,  C.  a  51  ;  petition  to  locate 
drinking-fountain,  Charlestown  Neck  a  214-report,  referred  to  water 
board  a  277  c  291  ;  petition  that  Maiden  bridge  be  watered  a  5S6-report, 
no  action  necessary,  accepted  a  947  c  959;  petition,  electric  light,  Alford 
st.,C.  a  743 

Van  "Winkle  street. 

lamp  :  John  A.  Kidney,  petition  a  724 
sewer  :  petition  a  4S3 

Vaughn,  A.  P.,  et  ah. 

sidewalk,  Border  St.,  petition  a  536;  order  to  pay  land  damages  occasioned 
by  relocation  of  Bird  St.,  passed  a  779 

Vernon  street. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk  :  ordered  a  762 
lump  :  Michael  Twomey  et  als.,  petition  a  5S6 
sidewalks  :  petition  a  4SS-granted  a  479;  B.  Kelly,  assessment  abated 

a747 
steam-engine  :  Brother  Peter,  petition  a  735-granted  a  745 

Vessels  and  Ballast. 

•weighers  and  inspectors  :  John  Kenney,  chief,  John  J.  Caddigan, 
Edward  Hughes,  James  Collins,  assistants,"  appointed  a  345-confirmed 
a  377-bond  approved  a  406 

quarterly  report :  a  1 1 1  _c  1 1 S ;  a  460  c  467 ;  a  736  c  769 ;  a  932  c  95S 

Veteran  Fireman's  Association.     (See  Fire.) 
Vetter,  Daniel. 

edgestones  and  sidewalks,  Tremont  street,  petition  a  475-granted  a  640 

Victoria  street. 

edgestone  :  petition  a  475 


Viehaeuser,  Wm.  H. 

lamps,  Paul  Gore  St.,  petition  a  932 

Village  street. 

hospital :  Harvard  University,  Veterinary  Dept.,  petition  a  S23-refused 

a  950 
nuisance  :  Morris  Murphy,  petition,  abatement  of  a  725 
sidewalk  :  petition  a  9SS 

Vinal,  Arthur  H. 

appointed  city  architect  a  21-confirmed  a  53;  edgestones,  school-house  lot, 
Dudley  St.,  petition  a  743;  petition,  iron  grating  in  sidewalk,  Leverett 
st.  a  920-granted  a  933 

Vinal,  Henry  F. 

petition,  damages  to  estate,  Newcomb  St.,  refused  a  139  c  147;  petition, 
injuries  to  property,  Newcomb  St.  a  561-refused  a  620  c  656 

Vinal,  W.  D. 

stable,  Scotia  St.,  petition  a6i4-granted  a  641 ;  petition  a  797-granted  a  826; 
electric  light,  West  Chester  Park,  petition  a  920;  lamps,  Belvidere  St., 
petition  a  9S8 

Vine  street,  Charlestown,  et  ah. 

closing  :  order  to  close  during  laying  corner-stone  of  a  church,  passed 

a  733 
sewer  :  order  for  hearing  a  49S-hearing  a  534-granted  a  564 

Vine  street,  Roxbury. 

chapel  :  order  to  lease  to  John  Golding,  for  three  months,  discussed,  re- 
ferred  to  committee  on  public  buildings  c  7S3,  7S4-report,  no  action  nec- 
essary a  S49  c  S5y;  order  to  lease  to  John  Golding,  passed  a  So4-dis- 
cussed,  passed  c  S17;  John  J.  Moran  et  als.,  petition  for  lease  a  iooS 

Virginia  street. 

poles  :  fire  commissioners,  granted  a  139 
sidewalk  :  petition  a  70S 

Vital  Statistics.     (See  Registrar's,  City.) 

Volunteer.     (See  Paine,  Gen.,  etc.) 

Voters. 
election  laws  :  (see  Election.) 

Voters,  Registrars  of. 

registrar:  Linus  E.  Pearson  appointed  a  ^-confirmed  a  186 
salaries  :  ordinance  to  amend  chap.  6,  Rev.  Ord.,  increasing  salary  of 
registrars,  referred  to  finance  a  169-report,  accepted  a  216-laid  on  table 
a  242-taken  from   table  and  passed  a   2So-discussed   c  295-297-passed 
c  297 


Wachusett  avenue,  West  Roxbury. 

lamps  :  Wm.  Camfill,  petition  a  775 

"Wachusett  street. 

improvements  :  petition  a  776 

Wade,  George  F. 

petition  to  give  Harden  fire-extinguisher  public  test  a  214 

Wadleigh,  J.  Frank,  et  ah. 

petition,  sewer,  Cambridge  St.,  B  a  348 

Wages,  Assignment  of.     (See  Ordinances.) 

"Wait  street,  Roxbury. 

edgestones  and  gutters  :  petition  a  754 

widening  and  grading  :  T.  Quincy  Brown  et  als.,  petition  to  com- 
plete a  74 

Waite,  James  H. 

lamp,  Zeigler  St.,  petition  a  S42;    petition    to  erect  building,  Dudley  st. 
a  Sj2-granted  a  S77  c  8S7 

Wakefield,  JohnF. 

petition  that  daughters  may  take   part   in  concert,  Lyceum  Hall,  E.  B. 
a  S23-granted  a  S97 

Wakullah  street. 

claims  i  Mrs.  Ann  Clasby,  petition,  damages  by  sewer  a  5S6 
sewer  :  Thomas  Clasby,  petition,  compensation  for  land  a  1033-referred 
to  committee  on  claims  a  1063 

Waldeck,  James,  et  ah. 

petition,  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  a  842-granted  a  S77 

Waldron,  Thomas  J. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  263-confirmed  a  313 
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WALES 


WARREN 


Wales,  B.  Reed,  et  ah. 

petition  to  use  Faneuil  hall  agi-granted  a  77 

Wales  street. 

Jlitching-post  :  Ellen  R.  Robson,  petition  a  459 

Walk  Hill  street. 

coasting  :  order  to  allow,  passed  a  21 

sign  :  North-End  mission,  petition  a  634-granted  a  672 

Walker,  Harriet. 

sidewalks,  Walnut  ave.,  R.,  petition  a  160 

Walker  street. 

sewer:  petition  a  269-order  for  hearing  a  2S2-hearing  a  309-order^'d 
a  343;  petition  a  371-order  for  hearing  a  462-hearing  a  475-granted  a499 

Walkins,  J.  M. 

stable,  Temple  St.,  W.  R.,  petition  a  743-granted  a  757 

Wall,  James  E. 

steam-engine,  Cornhill,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  1016-hearing 
a  ioSo-granted  a  1094 

Wall  street. 

lamp  :  Mrs.  Stone,  petition,  removal  a  614 

primary  school-house  :  St.  Joseph  Young  Men's  Association,  peti 
tion  for  lease  of  three  years,  referred  to  committee  on  public  lands  c  147- 
report  and  order  to  transfer  to  street  commissioners,  accepted,  passed 
a  247  c  304,  305;  report  in  full  on  mayor's  message  of  May  3  recommend- 
ing passage  of  an  order  for  street  commissioners  to  sell,  accepted, 
passed  a  461  ;  Willard  and  Marion  Associates  petition  for  lease  a  161 ; 
report,  no  action  necessary,  accepted  a  341  c  355 

Wallace,  Robert. 

sidewalk,  H  St.,  petition  a  931 

Wallace,  William. 

steam-engine,  Shawmut  ave.,  petition  a  561 ;  refused  a  S96 

Wallis,  O.  E.  R. 

sidewalk,  Mt.  Pleasant  ave.,  petition  a  754-granted  a  S46 

Walnut  avenue,  Roxbury. 

building :  E.  K.  Turner,  petition  to  erect  freight-house  a  45S 

cross-walk  :  A.  D.  Williams  et  als.,  petition  a  842 

poles  :  lire  department,  granted  a  673 

sewer  :  Mary  G.  Appleton,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  402-refused 
a  462;  Susan  D.  Messenger,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  561- re- 
fused a  637 ;  petition  a  735 

sidewalks:  H.  Walker,  petition  a  160;  petition  a  4S3,  614,  634-granted 
a  640,  672 ;  petition  a  776 

watering  :  Arthur  W.  Tufts  et  als.,  petition  a  372 

Walnut  street. 

sidewalk  :  petition  a  725-granted  a  73S 

Walnut  street,  Neponset. 

edgestones  :  petition  a  S91 
Walpole    Street    School.       {See    Tremont    and    Walpole 

Streets.) 
Walsh,  James. 

stable,  East  Eagle  St.,  petition  a  311-refused  a  373 

Walsh,  James  L.,  et  als. 

electric  lights,  Howard  ave.,  petition  a  920 

Walsh,  John  H. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  No.  Beacon  st.  a  735-granted  a  9S6 
sewer  assessment,  Gordon  St.,  abated  a  992 

Walsh,  Kate  M. 

sidewalk,  Sargent  St.,  petition  a  743-granted  a  747 

Walsh,  Margaret. 

order  to  abate  sidewalk  assessment,  Havre  St.,  passed  a  114 

Walsh,  Peter. 

petition,  bulkhead  and  coal-hole,  Leverett  St.  a  735-granted  a  747 

Walter  street. 
lamps  :  Conrad  Saxer  et  als.,  petition  a  983 
sewer  :  petition  a  269-ordercd  a  736;  petition  a  753 

Waltham  street. 

claims  :  G.  Cook,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  241 

steam-engine  :  J.  W.  Neal,  petition  a  34S-granted  3407;  Hannah 
Murphy,  petition  a  34S 


Walworth  Manufacturing  Co. 

steam-engine,  Hawley  St.,  petition  a  26S-granted  a  341 ;  petition,  license 
for  gasoline  a  725-granted  a  S03 ;  harbor  and  land  commissioners,  no- 
tice of  hearing  on  petition  to  build  extension  wharf  a  922 

Wannebeck  street. 

stable  :  Mary  C.  Rowe,  petition  a  743 

Wapping  street,  Charlestown. 

stables  :  P.  Riordan,  petition  a  iS5~granted  a  313 

Ward  2. 

new  "ward-room  :  order  that  superintendent  of  public  buildings  be 
requested  to  include  in  his  estimates  a  sum  sufficient  to  provide,  passed 
a  77-discussed  c  S3-S5-referred  to  committee  on  ordinances  c  85 

Ward  4  Contested  Election.     {See  Elections.) 
Ward  7. 

ward-room  :  order  to  provide  more  suitable  accommodations  for,  re- 
ferred to  committee  on  public  buildings  a  56-report,  accepted,  order 
passed  a  i6S-referred  to  committee  on  ordinances  c  175 

Ward  11. 

ward-room:  order  to  provide  more  suitable  location  for,  discussed, 
passed  a  79-discussed  c  S4,  S5-referred  to  committee  on  ordinances  c  85 

Ward  15  Contested  Election.     {See  Elections.) 
Ward  16. 

polling-place  :  order  to  allow  use  of  city  building,  Cherry  street,  to 
John  Donovan,  passed  a  829 

ward-room  :  order  to  provide,  referred  to  committee  on  public  build- 
ings c  5S1 

Ward  22. 

drainage  :  order  to  add  a  certain  sum  to  appropriation  for  financial  year 
to  improve  drainage  of  sewer-pipes  on  Ward  and  Parker  sts.  and  Long- 
wood  ave.,  referred  to  committee  on  appropriations  c  381 

■ward-room  :  order  to  provide  more  suitable  ward-room,  etc.,  discussed, 
referred  to  committee  on  ordinances  c  193 

Ward  23,  Bath-house.     {See  Health.) 
Wards  22  and  25. 

representation  :  order  to  petition  legislature  to  so  amend  the  charter 
that  the  number  of  councilmen,  now  72,  be  increased  to  74,  so  that  above 
wards  shall  have  a  just  representation  in  the  common  council,  discussed 
c  90-92-passed  c  92  aioS 

Ward-rooms. 

report  of  committee  on  ordinances,  with  ordinances  designating  ward- 
rooms for  each  ward  c  219,  220-specially  assigned  c  220-passed  c  336 
"339 

Wards. 

distribution  of  wards:  order  to  petition  legislature  at  next  session 
for  an  act  to  redistribute  the  wards,  in  accordance  with  annexed  draft 
c  1021,  1022-referred  to  committee  on  ordinances  c  1022 

polling-places  :  order  that  committee  on  public  buildings  report  list 
of  polling-places  in  several  wards,  passed  a  764 

Ward,  Christina  M. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Brookford  St.,  a  33S-granted  a  479; 
petition  a  S70-granted  a  925 

Ward,  Francis  J. 

edgestones  and  sidewalks,  Gurney  St.,  granted  a  462;  stable,  Gurney  St., 
petition  a  712-wiihdrawn  a  727 

Ward  street. 

claims  :  T.  Kilroy,  injuries  to  property,  petition  a  1S5;  E.  Farrell,  peti- 
tion, damages  to  property,  refused  a  341  C355;  Thomas  Hebron,  peti- 
tion, damages  to  estate  a  691 

edgestones  :  petition  a  562 

laying  out  and  widening:  order  that  committee  on  laying  out  and 
widening  streets  report  what  action  has  been  taken  in  this  matter, 
passed  c  235  a  242-report,  accepted  a  542  c  548 

sidewalk  :  petition  a  754-granted  a  S02 

Wareham  street. 

paving  :  petition  to  pave  with  granite  blocks  a  797 
steam-engine  :  Whittier  Machine  Co.,  petition  a  743-granted  a  S77 

Warner,  Jesse  R. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Warrants.     {See  Election.) 
Warren,  George  W.,  ct  als. 

petition,  play-ground  for  Brighton  boys  a  311-g ranted  a  591 
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WARREN   BRIDGE 


WASHINGTON   STREET 


Warren  bridge. 

accident :  order  for  committee  on  bridges  to  investigate  and  report  facts 
concerning  accident  on  6th  inst  ,  passed  a  934  c  oS2-report  c  10S5,  10S6- 
referred  to  next  government  c  10S6  a  1C93 

claims  :  P.  Norton,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  241 

wires  :  New  England  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co.,  petition  a  931-granted  a  94S- 
rescinded  a  9S7 

Warren  avenue,  Charlestown. 

poles  :  New  England  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co.,  petition  a  931-granted  a  94S;  Bos- 
ton Electric  Light  Co.,  petition  a  9S9~granted  a  101S;  petition  a  1033- 
granted  a  1 035 

Warren  avenue,  Dorchester. 

lamps  :  Thomas  W.  Bicknell,  petition  a  S42 

plauk-walk  :  T.  \V.  Bicknell  et  a/s.,  petition  a  9SS-refused  a  1010 

Warren  place,  Roxbury. 

lamp  :  Thomas  Parker  et  als.,  petition  a  797 

Warren  street,  Charlestown. 

buildings  :  Fitchburg  R.R.  Co.,  petition  to  erect  granted  a  543  c  548 
closing  :  order  to  close  Oct.  2^,  etc.,  passed  a  S7S 
electric  light :  Geo.  F.  Mullelt  et  a/s.,  petition  a  662 
lamp  :  Jasper  W.  Stone  et  als.,  petition  a  9S3 
sewer  :  petition  a  724 

"Warren  street,  Roxbury. 

building  :  John  J.  Ahern,  petition  to  move  a  735-granted  a  747;  G.  A. 
Avery,  petition  a  1016-report,  noaction  necessary  a  1035  c  104s 

claim  :  Mary  McDermott,  petition,  personal  injuries  a  371-refused  a  620 
c6S6 

coal-holes  :  F.  Ferdinand,  petition  a  311-granted  a  340-rescindeda  S97 

edgestones  :  granted  a  9S7 

sewer  :  petition  a  371-order  for  hearing  a  462-hearing  a  475-granted  a  499 

sidewalks  :  order  that  the  superintendent  of  streets  be  requested  to  in- 
clude in  estimates  sum  sufficient  to  provide  for  the  laying  of  sidewalks 
where  they  are  not  already  laid,  referred  to  committee  on  appropriations 
c  Si-report,  that  order  ought  not  pass,  accepted  a  iSS  c  194;  petition 
a  372-grantcd  a  593;  P.  A.  Burns,  petition  to  open  a  562-granted  a  672; 
petition  a  743-granted  a  $46;  petition  a  Sgi-granted  a  933 

stable  :  S.  Allen  Potter,  petition  a  743-granted  a  75S 

steam-engine  :  Frank  Ferdinand,  petition  and  order  for  hearing 
a  733-hcaring  a  75[-granted  a  777;  S.  Young,  petition  a  1008;  John  C. 
Haynes,  petition  a  100S 

tree  :  Gilbert  G.  Wilder,  petition  to  remove  c  S2i-refused  a  1010-recom- 
mitted  c  1013-granted  c  10S6  a  1090 

watering  :  Samuel  Little  et  a/s.,  petition  that  city  pay  portion  of  expense 

widening :  order  to  pay  S.  Potter  land  damages,  passed  a  252,  253 

Warrenton  street. 

electric  light  :  Lewis  Jones  &  Son,  petition  a  1008 

stable  :  Jeremiah  H.  Dwer,  petition  a  614-refused  a  719;  John  Graham, 
petition  a  753  granted  a  S26 

Warst,  Gottlieb. 

petition,  abatement,  sewer  assessment,  Ferrin  St.  a  634 

Warwick  street. 

lamps:  Paul  B.  Watson,  petition  a  S91 
sewer  :  petition  a  752  753 
sidewalk  :  petition  a  891 

Washer,  Peter  S. 

personal  injuries,  Change  ave.,  petition  a  661 

Washington-avenue  bridge.     (See  Bridges.) 
Washington  street. 

bay-window  :  Timothy  Connollv,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  920 
claims:  Annie  Concannon,    petition,   compensation,    personal  injuries 

c  Si  ;  M.  Lennon,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  160;  C.  Stevens,  personal 

injuries,  petition  a  160-ref used  a  620  c  656;   George  Crocker,  personal 

injuries,  petition  a34S;  Mrs.  S.  B.  Williams,  petition,  personal  injuries 

a  402-refused  c  656 
closing  :  order  to  close  between  State  and  Milk  sts.,  passed  a  934 
crosswalk  :  granted  a  9S7 

druggist's  mortar  :  M.J.  Mclntire,  petition  a  633-granted  a  72S 
edgestones  :  Eusteria  Brown,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  241 
electric  light  :  Adams,  Phillips,  et  als.,  petition  a  51,  476 
flag  :  St.  James  Young  Men's  T.  A.  S.,  granted  a  719;  James  Donaldson, 

petition  a  775— granted  a  S02 
hack-stand  :  M.  C.  Clark,  petition  a  34S-granted  a  351 
illuminated  sign  :  Nathan  B.  Goodnow,  petition  and  order  forbearing 

for  leave  to  project  iron  brackets  a  752-hearing  a  775 
iron  grating  :  James  Guild,  petition  a  348-granted  a373 
lights  :  American  Dioramic  Competition  to  suspend  a  1033 
paving  :  ordered  a  673 
poles  :  N.  E.  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Co.,  petition  a  402-granted  a  543; 

United  Lines  Telegraph  Co.,  petition  to  relocate  poles  a  475 
sewer:  petition    to  reapportion   sewer   assessment   of  Samuel  Jackson 

heirs  a  34S-granted  a  377 


Washington  street,  continued. 

sidewalk  :  Boylston  Market  Association,  petition  to  excavate  a  725- 
granted  a  738 

sign  :  Alexander  Pope,  report,  no  action  necessary  on  petition  for  can- 
vas sign  a  139;  Floyd,  Pratt,  &  Rounds,  petition  a  4S3~refused  a  5SS 

stand  :  Globe  Newspaper  Co.,  petition  to  erect  temporary  stand  and  dis- 
play dag,  granted  a  459 

steam-engines:  J.  P.  Lovering,  petition  a  135-granted  a  iSS;  M. 
Clarke,  petition  a  161-granted  a  iSS;  A.  Wilkinson  &  Co.,  order  for 
hearing-  a  185-hearing  a  236;  Globe  Newspaper  Co.,  granted  a  406;  J.  M. 
Martin,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  535-hearing  a  613-granted 
a  637;  Nichols  and  Bellamy,  petition  a  661-granted  a  72S;  Harvard  Col- 
lege, petition  a  73^-granted  a  877;Horan  Bros.,  petition  a  775- refused 
a  1068;  J.  W.  Wheelwright,  petition  a  S42-granted  a  S77 ;  B.  0.  Hard- 
wick,  granted  a  S96;L.  V.  Miles,  granted  a  S96;  N.  B.  Goodwin, 
granted  a  S96;  Henry  J.  Seiler,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934;  James 
Dooling,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934;  A.  J.  Wilkinson  &  Co.,  granted 
a  934;  j.  B.  Batchelder,  petition  a  945;  De  Wolfe,  Fiske,  &  Co.,  granted 
a9Ss 

street  crossing  :  petition  a  797 

Washington  street,  Brighton. 

poles  :  N.  E.  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Co.,  refused  a  673;  petition  a  752; 

Suburban  Light  &  Power  Co.,  petition  a  823-granted  3991 
sewer  :  petition  a  74-order  for  hearing  a  1 13-bearing  a  135-ordered  a  282; 

petition  a  402,  4S3~ordtr  for  hearing  a  542-ordered  a  509 
stable  :  R.  B.  Smart,  petition  a  1060 
wires  :  Cambridge  R.R.   Co.,   petition  to   attach  wire  to  poles    a  797— 

granted  a  920 

Washington  street,  Charlestown. 

electric  light :  John  T.  Callahan  et  als.,  petition  a  536 
lamp  :  John  T.  Callahan  et  als.,  petition  a  536;  Daniel  Donovan  et  als., 
petition  a  724 

Washington  street.  Dorchester. 

bay-windows  :  J.  Talbot,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  1016-hearing 
a  1033,  1060-granted  1063 

bulkhead  :  J.  C.  Talbot,  petition  a  1033-granted  a  1062 

clnims  :  James  McLaughlin,  injuries  to  horse,  refused  a  407  c  427 

edgestones  :  petition  a  269 

edgestones  and  macadamizing  :  ordered  a  747 

edgestones  and  sidewalk  :  petition  a  S42 

sewer  :  petition  a  51-ordered  a  140;  petition  a33S;  order  to  transfer  as- 
sessments of  VVm.,  Marian,  and  Henrietta  Faxon  to  M.  M.  Ourish,  C. 
S.  Clarke,  ].  McDonald,  G.  W.  Pope,  F.  H.  Talcott,  R.  and  E.  F.  Glea- 
son,  passed  a  420;  Win.  Faxon,  petition,  partial  abatement  of  assess- 
ment a  691-granted  a  925  ;  John  McDonald,  petition,  abatement,  assess- 
ment a  691-granted  a  925 

stables  :  T.  Connelly,  petition  a  241-granted  a  275 

steam-engine  :  T.  J.  Silsby,  petition  a  775-granted  a  S77 

tree  :  Wm.  Schmell,  petition  to  remove  a  535 

widening:  order  to  pay  Wm.,  Marion,  and  Henrietta  Faxon  land  dam- 
age*, passed  a  720;  order  to  pay  Maria  M.  Ourish  land  damages,  passed 
a  729;  order  to  pay  A.  G.  &  F.  W.  Morse  land  damages,  passed  a  729; 
order  to  pay  Peter  Murtagh  land  damages,  passed  a  1036;  order  to  pay 
M.  J.  Reardon  land  damages,  passed  a  1095 

Washington  street,  Quincy. 


building  ':  John  Cav; 


rh  &  Son,  granted  a  617 


Washington  street,  Roxbury. 

building:  John  Soley,  petition  to  move  a  614 

claims:    Anna  Harold,  petition,  personal   injuries  a  614-refused  a  720 

c  72.? 
crosswalk  :  petition  a  754 

paving  :  order  to  pave  with  granite  blocks,  passed  a  593 
stable  :  Geo.  F.  Slight,  petition  a  614-refused  a  671 

Washington  street,  West  Roxbury. 

bay-window  :  A.  Myers,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  161-hearing 
a  206,  granted  a  252 

buildings:  John  Quirk,  petition  to  move  a  614-granted  a  640;  Boston 
Thread  &  Twine  Co.,  petition  to  erect  a  691 

closing  :  ordered  a  420 

edgestones  :  Citv  of  Boston,  petition  a  9S3 

edgestones  and  sidewalk  :  petition  a  562 

lamps:  Edward  Daly  et  als.,  petition  a  241,  311;  Sydney  L.  Brown 
et  als.,  petition  a  371 

paving  :  order  that  the  superintendent  of  streets  be  requested  to  include 
in  estimates  a  sum  sufficient  to  provide  for  paving  with  granite  blocks, 
referred  to  committee  on  appropriations  c  1 17 

plank-walk  :  Edward  Daly  et  als.,  petition  a  241,  311 

sewer:  petition  3483;  remonstrance of  A.  K. Spaulding  et  als.  against 
a  536;  G.  S.  Clarke,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  634-abated  a  S94 

sidewalks  and  crossings  :  petition  to  put  in  order,  etc.  a  269 

stables:  A.Meyers,  petition  a  161-granted  a  1S9;  M.  Dolan,  petition 
a33S-granted  a  350;  Anthony  C.  Post,  petition  a  734-granted  a  746;  Peter 
G.  Post,  petition  a  734-granted  a  746;  C.  A.  Houghton,  petition  a  743- 
granted  a  757;  Clarence  Hascnfus,  petition  a  9S3~granted  3991;  Bailey 
S.  Page,  petition  a  1008-granted  100S 

steam-engine  :  Patrick  Meehan,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934 

trees  :  order  that  superintendent  of  streets  be  authorized  to  remove  trees 
within  lines,  passed  a  162 
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WASHINGTON    STREET 


WAYNE   STREET 


Washington  street,  West  Rosbury,  continued. 

mdeninu,  grading,  etc.  :  order  to  commence  at  once  and  complete 
as  soon  as  possible  the  work  of,  discussed,  reterred  to  committee  on 
paving  a  57-passed  a  139 

willows  :  Daniel  C.  Whittemore  et  als.,  petition  to  put  in  order  a  S42; 
order  to  put  in  immediate  order  for  travel,  discussed,  passed  a  S43 

Washington's  Birthday. 

order  to  allow  holiday  to  employees  whose  services  can  he  dispensed  with, 
and  to  ring  the  bells  of  the  city  at  morning,  noon,  and  sunset,  and  dis- 
play flags,  passed  c  20,  27  a  53 

Wason  place. 

claim  :  John  Dean,  petition  to  be  paid   balance  tax-sale  of  estate,  refused 
a  113  c  11S;  order  to  pay  John  Dean  balance  tax-sale,  passed  a  114  c  119 
lamps  :  John  Dean,  petition  a  753 

Water  Department. 

committee  :  appointed  a  5S  c  66 

water  board  :  Thomas  F.  Doherty  appointed  commissioner  a  21-con- 
firmed  a  55;  notice  of  organization,  Horace  T.  Rockwell,  chairman, 
Walter  E.  Swan,  clerk  a  460  c  467-bond  approved  a  947 

annual  report:  (CD. 27)  c  147a  161 

appropriation:  communication  from  water  board  requesting  addi- 
tional appropriation,  discussed,  referred  to  special  committee  a  339 
C355~report,  with  orders,  discussed,  passed  a  540  c  557;  request  for  ap- 
propriation for  extension  of  mains,  referred  lo  finance  c  7So-reports  and 
order,  accepted,  passed  a  S49-discussed  c  861,  S62  pa.-sed  c  S62 

annual  excursion  :  order  to  make  arrangements  for,  discussed, 
passed  c  504 

■water  registrar  :  Wm.  F.  Davis,  appointed  a  21-confirmed  a  54-quart- 
erly  reports  a  736  c  769  a  932  c  95S 

claims  :  Philip  P.  Sullivan,  personal  injuries  occasioned  by  water 
employees  at  Waltham  a  614-refused  a  949  c  959;  Michael  C.  O'Hare, 
petition,  personal  injuries  a  743-refused  a  955-recommitted  c  959-non- 
concurred  a  oS4-assigned  c  ico5-ieferred  to  next  government  c  10S0; 
Beckman  &  Punchard,  petition  to  be  paid  bill  against  water  board  a  921 
-referred  to  committee  on  water  a  94S  c  960 

contracts  :  order  that  chap.  30,  Rev.  Ord.,  be  amended  relating  to,  re- 
ferred to  committee  on  ordinances  c  59-report  and  ordinance  accepted, 
discussed,  passed  c  133  a  137 

drinking  fountains  :  Women's  Christian  Temperance  Union,  pe- 
tition, fountain,  Green  St.   a  401-report,  referring  to  water  board  a  540 

c  S5> 

high  service  :  communication  from  water  board  requesting  authority 
to  charge  extension  of  high  service,  East  Boston,  to  appropriation  for 
high  service,  referred  to  committee  on  water  c  i04S-report  and  order  ac- 
cepted, passed  a  1063  c  1079 

increased  supply  of  water  for  Charlestown  :  communication 
from  water  board  requesting  the  early  consideration  of  the  matter,  re- 
ferred to  committee  on  water  c  655-report,  recommending  relerence  to 
finance  a  671-report  of  finance,  with  order,  accepted,  passed  c  703  a  71S 

inspection  and  "waste  division :  order  to  consider  expediency 
of  establishing  said  division  as  a  permanent  department,  passed  a  141 
c  14S 

Jamaica  Pond  Aqueduct  Co. :  order  that  chap.  199  of  the  Acts  of 
1SS6,  entitled  "an  act  to  authorize  the  city  of  Boston  to  purchase  the 
property  of,"  be  accepted,  referred  to  committee  on  water  c  117;  report  of 
finance  on  request  for  an  appropriation  to  purchase,  referred  to  commit 
tee  on  water  a  1S9  c  194;  repoit  a  495,  496-accepted,  discussed  a  496,497- 
laid  on  table  a  49S-orGer  rejected  a  597 

land  in  Aewlon  :  Man'  Martin,  petition,  proper  discharge  of  a  mort- 
gage given  by  her  husband  of  certain  land  in  Newton  a  536-report, 
referred  to  committee  on  water  a  S27  c  S31 

land  adjoining  reservoir,  Putnam  street  :  E.  McPherson  et 
al.y  petition  for  city  to  purchase  a  691-report,  referred  to  water  board 
a  So3~discussed  cSu,  Si2-referred  in  concurrence  CS12 

Mt.  Bellevue  waler-tank:  order  to  repaint,  referred  to  committee 
on  water  c  645-report  no  further  action  necessai  v,  accepted  a  1063  c  1072 

new  storage  basin  :  communication  from  water  board  relating  to,  re- 
ferred to  committees  on  water  and  finance  a  922,  923 

quarterly  report :  a  141  c  147  a  460  c  467  a  754  c  769  a  947  c  95S 

sale  of  old  metal  :  request  for  authority  to  sell,  referred  to  committee 
on  water  c  i04S-report  and  order,  accepted,  passed  a  1063-discussed 
c  1079,  toSo-passed  c  10S0  a  1093 

Telegraph-hill  reservoir  :  order  that  water  board  be  requested  to 
report  whether  the  reservoir  is  of  any  further  use,  and  if  not,  that  it  be 
joined  to  Thomas  park,  referred  to  committee  on  water  c  196-report,  re- 
ferred to  water  board  a  540  c  551-communication  from  water  board, 
referred  to  committee  on  common  and  squares  c  571-report,  inexpedient, 
accepted  c  S2*.  a  S24 

topics  in  mayor's  address  :  referred  c  101  a  106 

water-meters  :  order  that  water  board  be  directed  to  report  what  has 
been  gained  to  the  water  takers  by  the  adoption  of  the  Tremont  water- 
meter,  etc.,  passed  a  j6S-amended,  passed  c  174-discussed,  indefinitely 
postponed  a  1S6  c  193;  order  that  water  board  report  what  has  been 
gained  to  the  water-takers  by  the  adoption  of  the  Tremont  meters, 
etc.,  passed  a  192-report  a  243,  246-ordered  printed  8246;  order  that 
water  board  be  requested,  in  the  proposed  competitive  test  of  water-me- 
ters, to  subject  the  various  water-meters  submitted  to  a  service  covering 
a  period  ot  twelve  months,  etc.,  discussed,  passed  a  2S5,  communication 
from  water  board  relating  to,  discussed,  referred  to  committee  on 
water  c  2SS.  2S9;  order  to  furnish  the  city  council  with  the  names  of  the 
different  kinds  of  unserviceable  water-meters,  and  number  of  each  kind 
'that  have  accumulated  in  the  department,  passed  c  10S6 


Water  Department,  continued. 

water  bills  :  order  for  committee  on  ordinances  to  investigate  and  re- 
port as  to  whether  all  boards  in  charge  of  department  have  complied 
with  chap.  31,  sect.  3,  etc.,  passed  a934-discussed,  indefinitely  postponed 
c  1003  a  100S 

watering  streets  with  hand-hose:  order  to  consider  expediency 
of  allowing  abutters  to  water  the  streets  at  certain  hours,  referred  to  com- 
mittee on  water  c  646 

Water  street. 

city  property  :  communication  from  street  commissioners  stating  that 
lease  hart  nearlv  expired,  and  suggesting  renewal  of  same,  referred  to 
committee  on  streets  a  76-report,  referring  to  committee  on  public  lands 
a  164  c  774-report,  with  order  to  lease,  etc.,  accepted,  passed  c  205-laid  on 
table  a  215  taken  from  table,  passed  a  2S0 
electric  light :  petition  of  Nahum  Chapin  et  als.  a  51 
flag  :  Timothy  Sullivan,  petition  to  project  a  725-granted  a  747 

Water  street,  Dorchester. 

edgestones  :  petition  a  536 
sidewalk  :  petition  a  5S7 

Waters,  Bridget,  et  ah. 

nuisance,  Boylston  ave.,  \V.  Repetition, abatement  a  931-referred  toboard 
of  heaith  a  950 

Waters,  Wm.,  Jr. 

sidewalk,  Brooks  St.,  petition  a  562-granted  a  727 
steam-engine,  London  St.,  order  for  hearing  a  724 

■Watering  streets.     (See  Streets.) 

"Watering  streets  with  hand-hose.     (See  Water.) 

Waterman,  Anthony. 

petition  to  erect  building,  Medford  St.,  a  735,  oS9~refused  c  1014  a  1017 

"Waterman,  George  H. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Waterman,  Joseph  S. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Waterman,  Mary. 

coal-holes,  Monument  sq.,  petition  a  34S-granted  a  350 

Watertown,  Land  in. 

John  E.  Cassidy,  petition,  release  of  land  a  891-refused  a  991 

Watson,  Paul  B. 

sewer,  Warwick  St.,  petition  a  752,  753 

lamps,  Warwick  St.,  petition  a  S91 

sidewalk,  Hammond  and  Warwick  sts.,  petition  a  S91 

Watts,  Simeon. 

stable,  Menon  St.,  petition  a  371-granted  a4io 

Waugh,  Eliza  A. 

order  to  pay  land  damages,  laying  out  Sackville  St.,  passed  a  16S 

Waumbeck  street. 

edgestones  :  petition  a  536 

grading  and  putting  in  order:  ordered  a  673 

improvements  :  petition  to  put  in  condition  for  travel  a  634 

sewer  :  Jonathan  French,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  371-granted 

a6iS;  Minnie  Stone,  assessment  abated  a  763 
sidewalk  :  petition  a  634-gTanted  a  82S 
sprinkling:   Geo.  F.  Shepard  et  als.,  petition  a 634 
stable  :  Man-  C.  Rowe,  petition  a  725-granted  a  75S 

Waverly  street,  Brighton. 

sewer  :  petition  a  S91 

Waverley  street,  Roxbury. 

sewer  :  order  for  hearing  a  479-hearing  a  4S2-ordered  a  542 
sidewalk  :  petition  a  776 

Way,  C.  Granville,  et  als. 

petition  that  the  Metropolitan  R.R.  Co.  be  compelled  to  run  cars  on  their 
tracks  on  Harrison  ave.,  or  that  some  other  company  be  granted  the 
right  a  31 ;  petition  to  repair  sewer,  Motte  St.  a  459 

"Way,  John  M. 

sewer,  Elmo  St.,  petition  a  561,  932 

Wayland  street. 

sewer:  C.  Cunningham,  petition  a  iS5-order  for  hearing  a  342-hearing 
a  561-ordered  a  590 

Wayne  street. 
1      edgestones  :  petition  a  4S8 
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Weber  street. 

lamps  :  C.  Adams  et  als.,  petition  a  9S3 

Webber,  Wm.  C. 

stable,  Eighth  St.,  petition  a  561-refused  a  671 

Wm.  Barrett  et  als.,  remonstrance  against  stable,  Eighth  st.  a  66i 

Webster,  F.  W. 

steam-engine,  Dudley  St.,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934;  lamps,  Nonquit 
St.,  D.,  petition  a  932 

Webster,  John  A.,  Councilman,  Ward  1. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed  :  committee  on  contingent  expenses,  East  Boston  ferries  c  65 

remarks  :  abolition  of  ferry-tolls  c  67  ;  navy-yard  c  69 

Webster  street. 

bridge:    Boston  Sugar  Refining  Co.,  order  to  erect  temporary  supports 

while  repairing  bridge,  passed  a  9S9 
steam-engine  :  John  H.  Sullivan,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  735- 

hearing  a  751-granted  a  777 

Weckerle,  Joseph. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Weeks,  Andrew  G.,  Jr.,  et  als. 

remonstrance  against  poles,  Englewood  and  Chestnut-hill  avenues  a  51 

Weeks,  John  S. 

petition  to  erect  building,  Weeks'  wharf  a  725 

Weeks'  wharf. 

building  :  John  S.  Weeks,  petition  to  erect  a  725 

Weights  and  Measures. 

annual  report:  (CD. 17)  a  76  c  82 

deputy  sealers  :  ordinance  to  amend  chap.  6  relating  to  salaries,  re- 
ferred to  finance  a  168-report  that  ordinance  ought  not  pass,  accepted 
c  204  a  214;  ordinance  to  amend  chap.  6,  Rev.  Ord.,  relating  to  salary, 
referred  to  committee  on  ordinances  c  354-report,  referred  tofinance  c  59S 
a  614-report,  accepted,  ordinance  indefinitely  postponed  a64i  0655,656; 
D.  P.  Sullivan,  B.  Brintnall,  Edward  Carl,  Felix  Strange,  appointed 
a  338-confirmed  a  34S 

quarterly  report  :  a  162  c  174  a  477  c  506  a  947  c  95s  a  736  c  769 

inspectors  and  seizers  of  cliarcoal  baskets  :  M.  D.  Collins, 
D.  P.  Sullivan,  B.  Brintnall,  E.  Carl,  F.  A.  Strange,  appointed  a  338- 
confirmed  a  34S 

inspectors  of  bay  and  straw:  appointed  a  212-confirmed  a  242; 
John  M.  Davis,  appointed  a  26S-confirmed  a  312;  Leslie  A.  Pike,  ap- 
pointed a  268-discussed,  rejected  a  312,  313 

measurer  of  grain  :  T.  H.  Cabot,  appointed  a  135-confirmed  a  162; 
appointed  a  2J2-confirmed  a  242;  Charles  M.  Paine,  appointed  a  371- 
confirmed  a  406;  Charles  M.  Paine,  appointed  a  45S-confirmed  a  477; 
Charles  O.  Brackett,  W.  H.  Logan,  Patrick  Grant  and  W.  C  Huntress, 
appointed  a  4S2-confirmed  a  53S;  Arthur  B.  Crook  and  Charles  F.  Gay- 
nor,  appointed  a  9S3-confinned  a  9S9;  Wm.  A.  Robertson  appointed 
a  1015-confirmed  a  1034 

measurers  of  wood  and  baric  :  appointed  a  212-confirmed  a  242; 
A.  T.  Orrall,  appointed  a  98S-confirmed  a  1009 

sealer  :  Michael  D.  Collins,  appointed  a  33S-confirmed  a  34S;  bond  ap- 
proved a  1009 

weighers  of  beef :  appointed  a  212-confirmed  a  242 

weigbers  of  boilers  and  heavy  machinery  :  appointed  a  212- 
confirmed  a  242 

weigher  of  coal  :  J.  W.  Robbins,  E.  Robbins,  J.  L.  Martin,  A.  S. 
AuTd,  appointed  a  135-confirmed  a  162;  appointed  a  26S-confinneda3i3  ; 
James  P.  Stewart,  Artemas  VV.  Murphy,  appointed  a37i-confirmed  a4o6; 
H.  A.  Henderson,  John  Richardson,  John  C.  Felker,  Jr.,  and  Geo.  VV. 
Card,  appointed  a  45S-confirmed  a  477;  Martin  S.  Carney,  Geo.  H. 
Keyes,  appointed  a  4Sz-confirmed  a  538;  Albert  A.  Durham,  appointed 
a  534-confirmed  a  563;  Jacob  F.  Holmes,  appointed  a  751-confirmed 
a  776;  Richard  Welch,  Jr.,  appointed  a  842-confirmed  a  S71 ;  Edward 
Kinney,  appointed  a  1015-confirmed  a  1034 

Weis,  Mary  C. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  East  Seventh  St.,  petition  a  45S-granted  a  480 

Welch,  Patrick. 

order  to  pay  land  damages,  widening  Geneva  ave.,  and  Columbia  St., 
passed  a  31S;  petition,  compensation,  injuries  to  cow  a  983 

Welch,  Patrick  J. 

appointed  field-driver  and  pound-keeper  a  45S-confirmed  a  477 

Welch,  Richard,  Jr. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  842-confirmed  a  S71 

Welch,  Wm.  J. 

appointed  overseer  of  poor  a  157-confirmed  a  1S6 

Welsh,  Michael. 

sidewalk,  Langdon  St.,  petition  a  5S6 


Welsh,  Willard. 

order  to  pay  claim  against  city  by  defective  tax-deed  estate,  Bolton  St., 
referred  to  committee  on  claims  a  loio-granted  a  1066 

Weld,  A.  Davis. 

appointed  sinking-fund  commissioner  a  157-confirmed  a  186 

Weld,  Sybil  W. 

petition,  compensation  for  loss  of  fowls  a  920 

Weld  street,  West  Roxbury. 

lamps:  Geo.  M.  Joy  et  als.,  petition  a  712;  J.  H.  C.  Campbell  et  als., 
petition  a  891 

Wells,  Geo.  D. 

petition  to  apportion  sewer  assessment  of  sewers  in  Dorchester  a  269-re- 
port,  with  order,  accepted,  passed  a  407 

Wells  avenue,  Dorchester. 

lamps  :  Edwin  R.  DeLong  et  als.,  petition  a  775 

sewer :  order  to  abate  assessments  Mrs.  Jane  Lowry,  and  reassess 
same,  passed  a  479 

Wellesley  Hills. 

order  that  papers  relating  to  quitclaim  deed  to  L.  Allen  Kingsbury,  of 
land,  be  taken  from  files  and  referred  to  committee  on  water  a  377 
c  3S2-report,  accepted,  order  passed  a  499  c  508 

Wellington,  Austin  C. 

petition  to  erect  building,  Bnrnham's  wharf  a  753-granted  a  77S  c  784: 
electric  light,  Ninth  St.,  petition  a  842 

Wellington,  C.  S. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Wemyss,  James,  Jr.,  el  als. 

use  of  Faneuil  hall,  petition  a  565-refused  a 637-639 

Wendell  street. 

paving  :  order  that  the  superintendent  of  streets  be  requested  to  pave 
with  granite  blocks,  passed  a  191 

Wenonah  street. 

lamps  :  Wm.  M.  Osborne,  petition  a  S42 

Wentworth,  Albert  R. 

land  damages,  Hulmboldt  ave.,  granted  a  594 

Wentworth,  O.  M  ,  et  als. 

petition,  electric  light,  Westland  ave.  a  241 

West,  Benj.  H.,  M.D.,  et  als. 

petition,  lamp,  Chickatawbut  St.  a  338 

West,  George  S. 

lamps,  Clifton  st.,  petition  a  100S 

West,  Jane  D. 

bulkhead,  Medford  st.,  petition  a  797-granted  a  S27 
West  street. 

sign  :  M.  F.  Fisk,  petition  to  project  gloved  hand  a  921-granted  a  1018 

West  Boston,  Craigie's,  and  Prison-point  Bridges. 

commissioners:  Frederic  W.  Lincoln,  appointed  a  21-assigned  a  55- 

confirmed  376 
annual  report  :   (CD. 18)  a  76  c  S2 

West  Broadway. 

steam-engine  :  E.  Barber,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  661-refused 
a  564  c  571 

West  Canton  street. 

steam-engine  :  James  Scales,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  310- 
hearing  a  371-refused  a  106S 

West  Chester  Park. 

edgestones     and     sidewalk  :    A.    Knowlton,    petition   a   160;    O. 

Drisko  &  Son,  petition  a  1S6;    petition    a  536-granted    a  593;   petition 

3562  granted  a  566,  617;  petition  a662-granted  a  72S,  73S;  petition  a  743- 

granted  a  S02 
electric  light. :  W.  D.  Vinal  et  als.,  petition  a  920 
poles  :  Brush  Electric  Light  Co.,  petition  a  475 -report,  no  action  neces- 

sary,  accepted  a  762;  Boston  Electric  Light  Co.,  petition  a  743-discussed 

a  762-granted  a  777 
sewer  :  ordered  a  1S7 

sidewalk:  petition  a  725-granted  a  802  ' 

steam-engine:  Albion   Knowlton,  petition  a  371-granted  a  406;  Peter 

Gniflain,  granted  a  S96;  Thomas  R.  White,  petition  a  92c-granted  a  934; 

W.  T.  Emery,  granted  a  951 
stand-pipe  :  W.  T.  Emery,  petition  a  371-granted  a  407 
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West  Chester  Park  Passage-way. 

sewer  :  petition  a  459 

West  Cottage  street. 

coasting  :  order  to  allow,  passed  a  53 

edgestones  aud  sidewalk  :  petition  a  51-granted  a  543 

West  Dedham  street. 

coal-hole :  Annie  Doherty,  petition  a  725-granted  a  S02 

West  Eagle  street. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk  :  granted  a  727 

West  End  Land  Co.,  Trustees. 

order  to  pay  damages,  widening  Beacon  St.,  passed  a  481 

West-End  R.R.  Co. 

drainage  :  petition  for  better  system,  Oak  square,  B.  a  1016 
locution:  communication   from   directors  accepting    location,  granted, 

Dec.  27,  1SS6,  placed  on  file  a  23;  accepted  a  S93 
tracks  : 

Beacon  st.  :  petition  for  change  of  location  for  their  tracks  a  754- 
order  for  hearing  a  763-heaiing  a  797-granted  a  So3-petition  with- 
drawn a  S92-second  location  approved  a  922 

West  First  street. 

building  :  A.  P.  Morse,  petition  to  erect  a  691 ;  B.  W.  Dean,  petition  to 

•  erect  a  looS-granted  c  10S5  a  1C92 

side iv a  Ik  :  petition  a  945-granted  a  947 

steam-engine  :  Mullin  &  Co.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  372- 
-  hearing  a  475-granted  a  499 

West  Fourth  street. 
coal-holes  :  Lucy  F.  Dillaway,  petition  a  269-granted  a  314 
trees  :  order  to  trim,  passed  a  595 

West  Lark  street. 

edgestones,  sidewalks,  macadamizing:  petition  a  311 

West  New-ton  street. 

'bay-window:  Edwin  B.  Horn,  order  for  hearing  a  617-hearing  a  660- 
granted  a  72S;  Edwin  B.  Horn,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  4S2- 
.     hearing  a  561 -granted  a  637;  A.  J.  Bamford,  petition  and  order  for  hear- 
ing a  535-hearing  a  5S4 -granted  a  72S 
coal-holes  :  A.  J.  Bamford,  petition  a  536-granted  a  567 
.edgestones  and  sidewalk:  petition  a  5S7-granted  a  617,  73S 
.  iron  gratings  :  C.  H.  Hayden,  petition  a  614-granted  a  640 
lamps  :  Edwin  B.  Horn,  petition  a  S70 

land  :  Baldwin-place,  Home  for  Little  Wanderers,  petition,  change  in 
conditions  of  sale   c    nS-report,  with  order  to  sell,  accepted,  passed 

•  a  247  c  261 ;  Jesse  L.  Nason,  report,  no  action  necessary  on  petition  to 
buy  lot  of  land  belonging  to  city  a  373  c  3S2;  James  Kelly,  petition  to 
dump  sand  and  gravel  on  vacant  lot  a  371-report,  no  action  necessary 
a  461  c  467 

.poles  :  G.  A.  Smith,  Trustee,  et  als.t  petition  to  revoke  permit  for  a  100S 
steam-engine  :  E.  B.  Horn,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934 

West  Roxbury. 

grade  crossings  :  order  to  report  what  additional  safeguards  are  nec- 
essary at  the  various  crossings,  passed  a  344 
streets  :  Lewis  P.  Atwood,  petition  that  sidewalks  and  cross-walks  be 

put  in  order  a  269 ;  order  to  repair  certain  streets  at. once,  passed  a  4S1 
;Street  numbers:    order  that  superintendent  of  lamps  be  directed  to 
"-    cause  street  numbers  to  be  placed  upon  lamps,  referred  to  committee  on 
- '  lamps  c  325 

West  Roxbury  Park.     (See  Parks.) 
West  Second  street. 

'building  :  A.  E.  Robinson,  petition  to  erect  a  931-granted  a  950  c  996 

West  Seventh  street. 

poles  :  fire  commissioners,  petition  a  725-granted  a  746 

sidewalk  :  petition  a  725 

Stable  :  Joshua  Brothers,  petition  a  775-granted  a  S03 

West  Sixth  street. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk:  order  that  street  commissioners  include 
1  in  estimates  sum  sufficient  c  204 

West  Springfield  street. 

cellar:  M:iry  A.  Prindle,  petition  a  S70-granted  a  9S6 

West  Third  street. 

'sidewalk  :  petition  a  79S 

Western  avenue. 

bridges  :  Sewall  &  Day  Cordage  Co.,  petition  to  build  bridges  a  931- 

gr. luted  a  9S6  c  996 
building:  Henry  S.  Angus,  moving,  granted  a  719;  Joseph  O.  Bullard, 
petition  tp  erect  a  725;  M.  Ellis  it  Co.,  granted  a  876 


Western  avenue,  continued. 

sewer:  order  for  hearing  a  637-hearing  a  660;  ordered  a  694;  Granville 
Fuller  el  a ls.t  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  9SS-re fused  a  1063;  James 
Green,  assessment  abated  a  1063 

stable  :  James  F.  Kelley,  granted  a  737 

steam-engine  :  Sewall  &  Day  Cordage  Co.,  petition  and  order  for 
hearing  a  932-hearing  a  9SS-granted  a  1009;  A.  D.  Henderson,  petition 
and  order  tor  hearing  a  9S9~hearing  a  1033-granted  a  106S 

tree:  Catherine  B.  Jenkins,  petition,  removal  a  100S;  order  to  remove, 
passed  a  1010 

Westfield  street. 

sewer  :  J.  Thaxter,  assessment  abated  a  2S2 

Westland  avenue. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk  :  granted  a  373 

electric  light  :  O.  M.  Wentworth  et  a/s.,  petition  a  241 

Westminster  street. 

bay-window  :  Timothy  Connolly,  hearing  a  945-granted  a  9S6 
sewer  :  S.  Rowland  Hart,  petition,  abatement,  assessment  a  S70-refused 
*925 

Weston,  Paul  Barron. 

sidewalk,  Hammond  St.,  granted  a 933 

Weston  street. 

head-light :  Abraham  Boothman,  petition  a  9S3-granted  a  101S 

Westville  street. 

coasting  :  order  to  allow,  passed  a  75 

sewer:  ordered  a  140;  order  to  reassess  Joseph  S.  Hyde's  assessment, 
passed  a  344-notice  of  an  appeal  to  a  jury  from  the  assessment  by  the  . 
city  a  371 

stable:  Wm.Kellar,  petition  a3U-granted  a  342;  M.  C.  Bohndell,  pe- 
tition a  459-granted  a  479 

Weymouth,  George. 

order  to  remove  small  boat-house,  passed  a  254 

Wexford  street. 

stable  :  Mrs.  E.  A.  Driscoll,  petition  a  5S6-granted  a  671 

Whall,  Wm.  B.  F.,  Councilman,  Ward  7. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed:  committee  to  revise  rules  and  orders  of  common  council 
C5;  rules  and  orders  of  city  council  c  6;  elections  c  6;  appropriations, 
finance,  ordinances  and  law  department,  joint  rules  and  orders,  Kearsarge 
burial-ground,  elections,  judiciary,  rules  and  orders  c  6466;  investiga- 
tion of  board  of  police  c  127  ;  iourth  of  July  c  325  ;  entertainment  of  city 
council  of  Philadelphia  c  551 ;  centennial  anniversary  of  the  adoption  of 
the  constitution  c  677;  to  attend  funeral  of  T.J.  Dacey  c  1032 

remarks  :  rules  and  orders  of  city  council  c  6  :  contested  election  c6;  park  . 
loan  c  7,  S.  city  cemeteries  c  11 ;  house  for  Engine  No.  6  c  12,  200202; 
civilities  to  distinguished  visitors  c  13  :  removal  of  snow  and  slush  c  13; 
Saturday  half-holidays  015-18,512,513;  eight-hour  law  c  32;  contested 
election,  Ward  15  C34-3S; Ward  4  contested  election  c  43-45  ;  common  coun- 
cil rules  c  4S,  49;  Dudley-street  school  c  50;  horticultural  society  c  82; 
reference  of  orders  c  S4;  public  library  c  S6;  joint  rules  c  S9,  90;  employ- 
ment of  armed  bodies  of  men  by  corporations  and  individuals  c  92,  93;  ' 
payment  for  park  lands  c  96;  East  Boston  grade  crossings  c  119;  pelro- 
j  leum  c  120;  investigation  of  board  of  police  c  121--127;  investigation -of 
bridge  department  c  129;  adjournment  c  130;  park  loan  c  131,  132;  in- 
cidental expenses  c  132;  carriages  for  South  Boston  councilmen  c  146; 
new  house  for  police  divisions  1  and  S  c  14S,  149;  wooden  building  c  149; 
fire-department  buildings  c  150,  151 ;  police  salaries  c  152,  153;  South-bay 
improvements  c  154,  155;  transfers  of  sinking-fund  c  171;  investiga- 
tion of  city  clerk's  account  c  175;  market  leases  c  176;  East  Boston 
drainage  c  195,  196;  elevator,  city  hall  c  197,  19?;  Alexander  New's 
claim  c  225,  226;  occupation  of  streets  for  building  purposes  c  228, 
229,232,233,  30S;  Back-bay  park  betterments  c  235 ;  "McGaragle  claim 
c  257-260;  water  meters  c  2S9;  assistant  clerk  of  committees  C293,  294; 
salaries  of  registrars  of  voters  c  295-297;  protection  of  trees  on  common 
C3°T,  302;  Morton  St.,  gravel  banks  c  303,  304;  James  &  Mabury  claim 
c  306;  Delea  claim  c  306;  lamp,  Oregon  St.  c  325,  326;  payment  of  city 
employets  c  326,  327;  civil-service  examinations  c  327-331;  tracks 
on  the  newCambridge  bridge  c  3S3,  3S5 ;  old  Franklin  »chool-house 
c  3S7,  3SS;  holiday  Memorial  day  c  426,  427;  appropriation  bill  c  429-442,  . 
45.V456;  next  meeting  c  451  ;  vacation  for  ferry  employees  c  503;  question 
of  privilege  c  506;  land,  Wellesley  hills  c  5oS;'new  coiirl -house  loanc5oS; 
salary  of  cemetery  commissioners  c  509.512;  Roxbury  high  school  site 
c  523-526;  city  council  of  Philadelphia  c  550;  entertainment  of  Hon. 
Wm.  O'Brien  C552;  holiday  seventeenth  of  June  c  509,  Coo;  Beacon-hill 
reservoir  lot  c  601,602;  new  Cambridge  bridge  loan  c  602,  663 ;  Long 
Island  wharf  c  604;  official  report  c  606-60Q,  62S,  6S7 ;  next  meeting 
c  611;  summer  vacation  c  617;  special  meeting  c  624;  printing  con- 
tract  c  629;  supplementary  appropriation  bill  c  679;  use  of  Faneuil  hall 
by  queen's  jubilee  c  64S-654  ;  Cabot-st.  engine  c  656;  Albanyst.  wharf 
property  c  657  ;  Frog-pond  c  6S2,  6S3  ;  Robert  E.  Lee  camp  c  6S5 ;  Albany- 
st.  bridge  appropriation  c  6S6;  Worcester-sq.  fence  c  700;  reports  of 
finance  c  702;  Roxbury  canal  land  c  703,  704;  Martin  claim  c  706.  707; 
centennial  anniversary  c  70S;  armories  c  70S;  markets  open  on  holidays 
c  76S;  contingent  fund  c  769.  770;  enlargement  of  police-station. 9  c  771 ; 
police  salaries  c  772,  773;  old  Franklin  school-house  c  7S0,  7S1 ;  erection 
of  sundry  buildings  c  7S4,  7S5,  7S7,  7S9,  790;  home  for  paupers  c  791-793; 
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Whall,  Wm.  B.  F.,  Councilman,  continued. 

sewer  appropriation  c  Sio;  East  Boston  water-works  c  Su,  812;  Rox- 
bury high  school-house  c  812-814;  sewer  department  and  improved  sew- 
erage c  S16;  police  salaries  c  817,  S18,  sundry  transfers  c  832,833  ;  Beacon- 
hill  reservoir  c  S3S;  contingent  hill  c  S40;  lamps  for  Roslindalec  S5S; 
water  appropriations  c  S61,  862;  police  salaries  c  S62-S66;  over-valuation 
of  property  c  SS0-SS3  ;  powers  of  the  council  c  SS6,  S87;  membership  of  the 
council  c  89S-902;  magistrates  at  police-stations  c  903-910;  Telegraph 
hill  c  911;  holiday  state  and  municipal  elections  c  913,914;  reappor- 
tionment of  councilmen  c  937-942,  944,  lease,  vacant  city  building  c  943; 
East-st.  school-house  c  95S;  sewer  appropriation  c  961 ,  962  ;  membership 
of  common  council  c  972,  973,  974,  1004,  1031  ;  paving  employees  c  7S9, 
982;  Mt.  Hope  cemetery  c  995 ;  lunch  order  c  1001;  aerial-ladder  truck 
c  1021  ;  late  Hon.  T.J.  Dacey  c  1032;  contingent  fund  c  1049;  items  of 
bills  called  for  c  1050-1055;  appropriation  for  school  house,  public  build- 
ings c  1056;  incidental  expenses  c  1057;  election  laws  c  1069,  I075'  'n- 
ternational  union  of  bricklayers  c  1070;  bridge  appropriation  c  1076, 
1077;  closing  proceedings  c  10S7 

Wheatland,  George,  Jr. 

sidewalk,   Marlboro'   St.,  petition   a  4S3-granted  a  543;    sidewalks,  West 
Chester  park  and  Marlboro'  St.,  petition  a  725-granted  a  S02 

Wheatland  avenue. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk:  petition  a  743 

Wheeler,  Chas.  H. 

appointed  railroad  police  a  718 

Wheeler,  G.  H.  D,  &  Co. 

steam-engine,  East  Dedham  St.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  9S3-hcar- 
ing  a  1015-granted  a  1034 

Wheeler  street. 

claims  :  Laura  E.  Brackett,  petition,  personal  injuries  a  84a 

Wheelock,  Geo.  W. 

appointed  measurer  of  grain  a  212-confirmed  a  242 

Wheelwright,  J.  W. 

steam  engine,  Washington  St.,  petition  a  S42-granted  a  877 

Wheyland,  Michael. 

appointed  field-driver  and  pound  keeper  a  45S-confirmed  a  477 

Whicher,  G.  W. 

petition  to  refund  liquor  license,  discussed  a  113,  114-refuseda  114c  11S 

Whicher,  Wm.  E.,  et  ah. 

sidewalk,  Dearborn  St.,  petition  a  743 
coal-hole,  Dearborn  St.,  granted  a  S27 

Whidden,  Hill,  &  Co. 

steam-engine,  Maiden  St.,  granted  a  5SS 

Whitaker,  Henry. 

petition,  compensation,  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs,  granted  a  140 

Whitcomb,  Charles  R,  et  ah. 

sewer,  Poplar  St.,  W.  R.,  petition  a  536 

Whitcomb,  Francis  E. 

stable,  Crescent  ave.,  C,  petition   a   185-granted  a  216;  petition   to  build 
wooden  building,  Crescent  ave.,  C.,a  185-granted  c  235  a  242 

Whitcomb,  Wm.  F.,  et  ah. 

plank-walk,  Columbia  St.,  petition  a  34S;  edgestones,  Columbia  St.,  D.,  pe- 
tition a  725-granted  a  802 

White,  Alvin  C. 

petition  to  be  paid  for  loss  of  fowls  a  9S3 

"White,  Edward  A. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Washington  St.,  D.  petition  a  S42 

White,  E   M-,  et  ah. 

petition,   open-air    meetings   on  common   a  752-referred  to  mayor  c  S21 
a  82  \ 

White,  S.  S. 

steam-engine,  Faneuil,  petition  a  1015 

White,  Thomas  R. 

edgestones   and  sidewalk,  Claremont  park,  petition  a  45S-grantcd  a  4S0 

lamp,  Claremont  park,  petition  a  613 

edgestones,  Newbury  St.,  petition  a  743 

sidewalk,  Newbury  St.,  petition  a743~granted  a  802 

steam-engine,  West  Chester  park,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934 

White,  Willard. 

steam-engine,  Dudley  St.,  petition  a  iooS-granted  a  1018 


Whiting,  A.  T. 

petition,  stable,  La  Grange  St.  a  775-granted  a  S03 

Whiting,  Benjamin  E. 

petition  to  remove  trees,  Dorchester  ave.  a  614-granted  a  846 
communication  from  superintendent  of  common,  etc.,  relating  to  petition 
to  remove  trees,  referred  to  committee  on  common,  etc.  a  66S 

Whiting  street. 

completion  :  order  that  the  superintendent  of  streets  be  requested  to 
include  in  estimates  sum  sufficient  to  complete  putting  in  order  for  travel, 
referred  to  committee  on  appropriations  c  Si 

Whitman,  A.  S. 

steam-engine,  Union  park,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934 

Whitman,  O.  M.,  &  Co. 

steam-engine,  Power  St.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  735-hearing 
a  75 1 -granted  a  877 

Whitmore,  Wm.  H.,  Councilman,  Ward  12. 

qualified. :  page  2 

appointed  :  committee  to  revise  rules  and  orders  of  common  council 
C5;  rules  and  orders  of  city  council  c  6;  reservoir  Iotc  11 ;  appropria- 
tions, ordinances  and  law  department,  printing,  joint  rules  and  orders 
064,65;  sale  of  the  reservoir  lot,  new  court-house,  Kearsarge  burial- 
ground,  contingent  expenses,  judiciary,  rules  and  orders  c66;  conference 
committee  c  90;  investigation  of  board  of  police  c  127;  funeral  ex-mayor 
Albert  Palmer  c  533;  entertainment  of  city  council  of  Philadelphia  C551 

remarks  :  rules  and  orders  c  5,  6;  city  cemeteries  c  11 ;  new  court-house 
c  ii  ;  civilities  to  distinguished  visitors  c  13;  lockers  for  the  common 
council  c  26;  assessors'  valuation  c  27;  managers  of  Old  South  Associa- 
tion c  27;  eight-hour  law  c  31,  32;  contested  election,  Ward  15  c  34,  35; 
ward  4  contested  election  c  42,  44-46;  common  council  rules  c  46-49; 
quarters  for  hook-and-ladder  co.  No.  5,  and  South  Boston  municipal 
court  c  59;  carriages  for  officers  and  reporters  c  60;  annual  expenditures 
c  61,62;  special  architect  for  new  public-library  building  c  62,63;  rules 
and  orders  c  63,  64;  abolition  of  ferry-tolls  c  68;  soup  c  69;  navy -yard 
c  70;  horticultural  society  c  S2;  reference  of  orders  c  S3-S5 ;  public 
library  c  S5,  87;  aldermanic  districts  CS7;  limit  of  taxation  and  borrow- 
ing c  SS;  joint  rules  c  So,  90;  representation  from  wards  22  and  25  c  92; 
lunch  c  94,  101,  130-133;  payment  for  park  lands  c  95;  limit  of  tax- 
ation and  indebtedness  c  101;  East  Boston  grade-crossings  c  iiq; 
investigation  of  board  of  police  c  123,  126;  investigation  of  bridge 
department  c  129;  adjournment  c  129;  reporters'  seats  c  130;  water 
contracts  c  133;  Beacon-st.  widening  c  148,  400;  joint  rules  c  144;  Sunday 
laws  c  147;  new  fire-department  buildings  c  150;  police  salaries 
c  152;  record  commissioner's  reports  c  155;  South-bay  improvements 
c  155;  transfers  of  sinking-fund  c  170,  173;  investigation  of  city  clerk's 
accounts  c  174,  175;  market  leases  c  177-179;  employment  of  police  dur- 
ing strike  c  1S0,  1S2,  1S3;  salaries  in  department  of  inspection  of  build- 
ings c  1S3;  assistant  assessors  c  1S3;  ward-room  for  Ward  23  c  193;  ap- 
propriation reports  c  193,  194;  state  aid  c  195;  elevator,  city  half  c  196. 
19S;  salaries  of  assistant  inspectors  c  19S,  199;  Engine  No.  6  c  200,  201; 
draw-tender.  Maiden  bridge  c  225;  occupation  of  streets  for  building 
purposes  c  226,  227,  231-233;  cemeteries  c  256;  McGaragle  claim  c  259, 
26c,  300;  McCormick  estate  c  262,  263;  gas  lamplighters  c  2S8;  assist- 
ant clerk  of  committees  c  292;  permanent  basis  for  paving  department 
c  29S;  protection  of  trees  on  common  c  301,  302;  Morton-st.  gravel -banks 
c  304;  James  &  Mabury  claim  c  305;  Delea  claim  c  306;  store-rooms 
in  the  basement  of  city  nail  c  326;  civil-service  examinations  c  327-329; 
new  Cambridge  bridge  c  35S,  359;  liquor-license  fees  c  360,  361;  So. 
Boston  school-house  c  362,  367-369;  tracks  on  the  new  Cambridge  bridge 
C3S4;  old  Franklin  school-house  c  3S6-3SS ;  So.  Boston  school-house 
c  3S9  391 ;  Gaston  school-house  c  426;  appropriation  bill  c  42S-443,  449- 
456;  city's  equity  in  Met.  R.R.  Co.  c  465  ;  Boylston-st.  widening  c  465, 
466;  Roxbury  high-school  site  C473;  Frog  pond  c  502;  vacation  for  ferry 
employees  c  504;  band-stand  c  504;  question  of  privilege  c  506;  auditor's 
report  c  509;  salary  of  cemetery  commissioners  c  510-512;  half-holiday 
on  Saturdays  c  514;  Roxbury  high-school  site  C519;  Martin  school-house 
C547;  salaries  of  members  of  fire  department  c  54S,  549;  city  council  of 
Philadelphia  c  549  551  ;  name  for  new  Cambridge  bridge  c  569,  570; 
entertainment  of  Editor  O'Brien  C571-574;  entertainment  of  Terrence  V. 
Powderly  c  575;  Marine  park  betterments  c  577,  57S;  subdivision  of  con- 
tracts c  57S-580;  holiday  17th  of  June  c  598,599;  Beacon-hill  reservoir 
lot  c  600,  601  ;  new  Cambridge  bridge  loan  c  603,  604,  67S;  official  report 
c  604609,  627. 62S,  6S6,  6S7;  next  meeting  c  610;  summer  vacation  c  611 ; 
special  meeting  c  624;  appropriation  bill  c  625,  626;  printing  contract 
c  629;  carriages  c  645;  use  of  Faneuil  hall  by  queen's  jubilee  c  650-653; 
supplementary  appropriation  bill  c  6S1  ;  underground  wires  c  6S4;  Rob- 
ert E.  Lee  camp  c  6S5  ;  fourth  assistant  messenger  c  6SS,  6S9;  coal  c  600; 
suspension  of  the  rules  c  699;  official  report  c  699,700;  Worcester  sq., 
fence  c  701 ;  new  Cambridge  loan  c  701;  Roxbury  canal  land  c  704; 
Martin  claim  c  705;  torpedoes,  etc.  c  708,709;  collector's  department 
c  709;  Roxbury  high-school  c  721;  West-st.  entrance  to  the  common 
c  767;  enlargement  police-station  9  c  771 ;  lantern  investigation  c  772; 
old  Franklin  school-house  c  7S3;  erection  of  sundry  buildings  c  785,787- 
7S9;  election  laws  c  815;  sewer  department  and  improved  sewerage 
C815,  S16;  Vine-st.  chapel  c  817;  police  salaries  c  S19;  reports  c  820, 
S21 ;  colonial  laws  c  830,  S31 ;  Beacon. hill  reservoir  c  S33-S39;  municipal 
register  of  Roxbury  and  Charlestown  c  854;  police  matrons  c  854-S58; 
night  watchman,  Old  State  House  c  S59,  S60,  8S7,  1050;  reservoir  c  86o, 
S61  ;  Volunteer  memorial  c  S61 ;  paving  Granite  st.  c  S62;  police  salaries 
c  S64;  overvaluation  of  property  c  879,  SSo;  powers  of  the  council  c  SSJ, 
SS6;  sale  of  land,  N  st.  c  SS7 ;  widening  Beacon  St.  c  S87;  membership 
of  the  council  c  S9S,  S99,  901 ;  magistrates  at  police  stations  c  903-910; 
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Whitmore,  Wm.  H.,  Councilman,  continued. 

holiday,  state  and  municipal  c  916,  917,  918;  reapportionment  of  council- 
men  c  937,  938,  942 ;  Saturday  half -holiday  c  957  ;  common  council  mem- 
bership c  967,  968,  97s;  paving  employees  c  976-982;  wards  and  alder- 
manic  districts  c  994;  sewers,  East  Boston  c  996,  997;  new  municipal 
districts  c  998-1002:  chap.  31,  Rev.  Ord.  c  1003;  sewer  appropriation 
c  1004;  widening-  Beacon  St.  c  1013;  house  of  detention  for  women 
c  1013;  index  for  statutes  c  1021 ;  fire  department  holiday  c  1023;  widen- 
ing Beacon  st.  c  1024,  1025;  equalization  of  voters  in  city  council  c  1027- 
1029;  items  of  bills  called  for  c  1051,  1054;  incidental  expenses  c  1057; 
paving  department  appropriation  c  1057;  last  meeting  c  105S,  1059; 
incidental  and  contingent  expenses  c  1073;  election  laws  c  1069,1070, 
1074,  1075;  report  on  main  drainage  works  c  1077,  107S;  reference  of  or- 
ders to  next  government  c  107S,  1079;  closing  proceedings  c  10S7 
resigned*     committees    on  contingent  expenses  and   new  court-house 

c    I5S 

Whitney,  A.  C. 

appointed  director  of  East  Boston  ferries  a  21-confirmed  a  53;  elected 
president  of  the  board  of  directors  of  East  Boston  ferries  a34S;  electric 
lights,  North  ferry,  petition  a  724 

Whitney,  Ellerton  P. 

coal-hole,  Boylston  St.,  petition  a  776-granted  a  802 

Whitney,  Frederick. 

sidewalk,  Hartford  St.,  petition  a735~granted  a  747 

Whitney,  H.  A. 

petition  for  excavation  under  sidewalk,  Marlboro'  st.  a  214-granted  a  254 
steam-engine,  Boylston  St.,  granted  a  S96;  steam-engine,  Marlboro'  St., 
granted  aSo6;  steam-engine,  Beacon  St.,  petition  a  920-granteda934 

Whitney,  Henry  M. 

order  to  pay  land  damages,  widening  Beacon  St.,  passed  a  481 
sewer,  Central  wharf,  Atlantic  ave.,  and  India  St.,  petition  a  475 

Whitney,  J.  Clarence. 

appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  212-confirmed  a  242;  appointed 
weigher  of  coal  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Whitney,  William  A. 

sidewalk,  East  Sixth  St.,  petition  a  634-granted  a  719 

Whitney  street. 

claim  :  Timothy  McCarthy,  petition,  injuries  to  horse  a  1008 
widening:  order  that  street  commissioners  include  in  estimates  sum 
sufficient  to  widen,  referred  to  committee  on  appropriations  c  118 

Whittaker,  Henry. 

petition,  compensation  for  loss  of  fowls  a  892-granted  a  987 

Whittaker,  John,  et  ah. 

plank-walk,  Norfolk  ave.,  petition  a  311 

Whittemore,  B.  B. 

edgestones,  Melville  ave.,  petition  a  743 

Whittemore,  C.  A  ,  &  Co. 

petition,  license  for  petroleum,  etc.  a  338-granted  a  ^91 

petition  to  be  paid  for  two  lawn  mowers  furnished  department  common 
and  squares  a  723-refused  a  877  c  SS4 

Whittemore,  Daniel  C,  et  ah. 

petition  that  the  willows,  Washington  St.,  W.  R.,  be  put  in  order  for  travel 
a  842 

Whittemore,  John  A.,  et  ah. 

petition  to  remove  dead  tree,  Corey  St.,  W.R.  a  311;  petition  to  remove 
dead  tree  and  change  location  of  others,  Corey  St.,  granted  a  373 

Whittier,  C.  A,  &  J.  F.  Anderson. 

report  of  committee  on  claims,  with  order  for  settlement  for  damages 
caused  by  the  taking  of  land,  Amorv  St.,  R.,  etc.,  accepted,  passed  a  349 
350  c  362 

Whittier  Machine  Co. 

petition  to    determine  damages  by  overflow  of  Stony  brook,    referred  to 

committee  on  Stony  brook,  accepted  a  192 
steam-engines,  Wareham  st.  and  Temple   place,  petition   a  743-granted 

a  763.  877 

Whitwell,  F.  A.,  Estate  of  W.  B.  Spooner. 

petition,  passage-way  under  and  across  Leather  sq.  a  920-granted  a  933- 
permit  revoked  a  951 

Widmer,  Jane  C,  et  ah. 

lamps,  Rowe  St.,  petition  a  823 

Wiggin,  C.  B. 

stable,  Erie  pi.,  petition  a  691-granted  a  719 


Wiggin,  John  W. 

appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  212-confirmed  a  242 

Wiggle  sworth  street. 

improvements,  etc.  :  ordered  a  S96 
sidewalks  and  improvements  :  petition  a  S71 

Wight,  Thomas  R. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  West  Chester  park,  granted  a  72S 

Wilber,  T.  B. 

steam-engine,  Crawford  St.,  petition  a  920-granted  a  934 
stable,  Humboldt  ave.,  petition  a  753-granted  a  777,  778 

Wild,  Martha  M. 

edgestone  assessment,  No.  Beacon  St.,  reassessed  a  ion 

Wilder,  Gilbert  G. 

petition  to  remove  tree,  Warren  St.  c  821-refused  a  1010  c  1013-granled 
c  10S6  a  1090 

Wilder,  Samuel  J. 

stable,  Foster  st,  B.,  petition  a  459-granted  a  479 

Wiley,  Robert  R. 

bay-window,  Soley  St.,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  4S2-hearing  a  534- 

granted  a  566 
steam-engine,  Soley  St.,  granted  a  S96 

■Wiley,  Wm.  Otis. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  268-confirmed  a  313 

Wilkins,  Wm.  W. 

petition,  compensation,  personal  injuries,  Charlestown  St.  a  105 

Wilkinson,  A.  J,  &  Co. 

steam-engine,  Devonshire  St.,  petition  a  161-granted  a  1S8;  steam-engine, 
Washington  St.,  order  for  hearing  a  iS5-hearing  a  236-granted  a  934 

Willard,  George  A. 

appointed  undertaker  a  268-confirmed  a  313 

Willard  &  Marion  Associates. 

petition  for  lease  of  old  school-house,  Wall  St.,  for  club-room  a  161 ;  report, 
no  action  necessary  on  petition  for  a  341  c  355 

Willard  street. 

extension  :  order  that  street  commissioners  be  requested  to  include  in 
estimates  sum  sufficient  for  the  laying  out  and  extension  of,  discussed, 
referred  to  committee  on  appropriations  c  Si-report,  recommending 
reference  to  street  commissioners,  accepted  a  763  c  771 ;  Maurice  Fitz- 
gerald et  ats.,  petition  c  256 

Williams,  A.  D.,  ct  ah. 

crosswalk,  Walnut  ave.,  petition  a  S42 

Williams,  E.  A. 

petition  to  be  refunded  taxes  illegally  assessed  on  her  estate,  Seaver  st., 
refused  a  187  c  193;  edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Crawford  St.,  petition 
a  475;  sewer,  Howland-st.  extension,  petition  a  5S6 

Williams,  Fred  G. 

petition  to  project  sign,  Merrimac  st.  a  1033 

Williams,  Geo.  H. 

order  to  pay  land  damages,  Sackville  St.,  passed  a  344 

Williams,  Geo.  L.,  et  ah. 

petition,  lamps,  Maxwell  St.,  D.  a  561 ;  petition,  sewer,  Maxwell  St.  a  713 

Williams,  Georgianna. 

petition,  personal  injuries,  Tremont  St.,  C.  c  193-refused  a  47S  c  507 

Williams,  John. 

personal  injuries,  Charter  St.,  petition  a  661-refused  a  S03  c  Su 

■Williams,  John  D.,  Trustee,  et  ah. 

petition  that  Beacon  St.  be  renumbered  a  1033 

"Williams,  John  J.,  et  ah. 

sewer,  Warren  St.,  C,  petition  a  724;  order  to  pay  land  damages  occa- 
sioned by  widening  of  Moulton  st.,  C,  passed  a  779;  petition,  abate- 
ment, sewer  assessment,  Forest  St.  a  797-granted  a  82S;  steam-engine, 
Sumner  st  ,  petition  a  945-granted  a  9S6 

Williams,  Jordan. 

order  to  pay  land  damages,  laying  out  Sackville  St.,  passed  a  141 

"Williams,  Nicholas  M. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 
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"Williams,  Mrs.  S.  B. 

petition,  personal  injuries,  Washington  st.  a  402-refused  c  656 

Williams,  T.   B.,   et  ah. 

lamps,  Centre  St.,  W.  R.,  petition  a  Sgi 

Williams,  Mrs.  T.  B.,  et  ah. 

lamps,  Centre  St.,  petition  a  483 

Williams  street. 

building  :  John  Quirk,  petition  to  move  a  135-granted  a  162 
extension  :  James  Dolan  et  als.,  petition  a  5S7 

Williamson,  Joseph. 

appointed  undertaker  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Willis,  Henry  L. 

sidewalk,  Ruggles  St.,  petition  a  725 

Willow  court. 

grading,  etc.  :  petition  a  401 

laying  out  and  accepting  :  order  to  lay  out  and  accept,  referred  to 

committee  on  laying  out  and  widening  streets  c  646-report  and  order 

for,  accepted,  passed  a  763  c  772 

Willwerth,  Emelia. 

stable,  Mozart  St.,  petition  a  459-granted  a  641 

Wilson,  David. 

sidewalk,  Broadway,  petition  a  661-granted  a  747 

Wilson  Estate,  Brighton. 

order  to  sell  at  public  auction,  etc.,  discussed,  passed  a  S7S-discussed 
c  S8S,  SSo-passed  c  S89 

Wilson,  Geo.  A. 

petition,  sewer,  Washington  St.,  B.  a  74 

Wilson,  James  F. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Wilson,  Sarah  D. 

order  to  pay  land  damages,  widening  Amory  st.,  R.,  passed  a  74S 

Wilson,  Wm.  Power,  Councilman,  Ward  9. 

qualified  :  page  2 

appointed  :  committee  on  topics  in  mayor's  address  c6;  printing,  pub- 
lic lands,  mayor's  address  c  65,66;  investigation  of  board  of  police  c  127 

remarks:  new  court-house  c  11;  eight-hour  law  c  2S,  31,32;  contested 
election,  ward  15  C34;  ward  4  contested  election  c  42,43,45;  common 
council  rules  c  46,  47,  49;  carriages  for  officers  and  reporters  c  60 ;  an- 
nual expenditures  c  61  ;  abolition  of  ferry-tplls  c  66;  reference  of  orders 
c  S3,  S4;  public  library  c  S5,  S6;  lunch  c  94,  133;  limit  of  taxation  and 
indebtedness  c  101 ,  102;  East  Boston  grade-crossings  CI19;  investiga 
tion  of  board  of  police  c  126;  contracts  c  127,  12S;  state  aid  c  195;  Mc- 
Garagle  claim  c  257,  25S ;  McCormick  estate  c  261-265;  James  &  Mabury 
claim  c  305,  306;  new  bridge  to  Cambridge  c  307;  occupation  of  streets 
for  building  purposes  c  307,  30S;  new  Cambridge  bridge  c  357-359;  pub- 
lic lands  c  360;  So.  Boston  school-house  c  367;  new  bridge'  to  Cam- 
bridge c  382;  tracks  on  the  new  Cambridge  bridge  c  3S2-3S6;  old 
Franklin  school-house  c  3S6-3SS;  next  meeting  c  451  ;  appropriation  bill 
c  452;  Boylstonst.  widening  c  465,  466;  Walpole-st.  school-house 
C46S;  charges  for  railroad  franchises  c  469,  470;  city  council  of  Phila- 
delphia c  550,  551  ;  entertainment  of  Hon.  Wm.  O'Brien  c  552,  572,  573; 
fire-department  salaries  c  55S,  559;  subdivision  of  contracts  a  579581; 
superintendent  Broadway  bridge  c  600;  new  Cambridge  bridge  loan 
c  604;  official  report  c  606;  Cabot-st.  engine  c  656;  Albany-st.  wharf 
property  c  657,  658;  payment  for  useof  streets  c  658;  carriages  for  fourth 
of  July  c  6S7;  Koxbury  canal  land  c  704;  laborers  on  the  parks  c  767, 
768,  old  Franklin  school-house  c  780;  erection  of  sundry  buildings  c  784, 
785,789;  removal  of  police  signal  station  c  809;  house  of  detention  c  811 ; 
removal  of  police  signal-boxes  c  811  ;  Roxbury  high  school-house  c  813; 
deceased  employee,  sewer  department  c  S15  ;  Vine-st.  chapel  c  817  ;  night 
watchmen  CS17;  police  salaries  c  Si9;  building,  Battery  st.  c  S31 ;  Cabot- 
st.  engine-house  c  832;  Beacon  hill  reservoir  c  S35,  S37,  S3S;  release  con- 
ditions of  estate,  East  Third  st.  c  S39;  police  matron  c  855,856;  police 
salaries  c  S66;  overvaluation  of  property  e  S83;  sale  of  land,  N  st.  c  SS7 ; 
Wilson  estate  c  SS8,  SS9;  magistrate  at  police-station  c  904;  lease  vacant 
city  building  c  943;  membership  of  common  council  c  972;  Boston  & 
Koxbury  Mill  Co.  c  982 ;  sewer  appropriation  c  1005,  1029,  1032;  aerial 
ladder  truck  c  tC2i  ;  equalization  of  voters  in  citv  council  c  1027,  102S; 
items  of  bills  called  for  c  1053,  1054,  election  laws' c  1069;  city  buildings 
c  1071  ;  bridge  appropriation  c  1075,  1076  1077;  report  on  main  drainage 
c  107S;  sale  old  material  by  water  department  c  10S0;  closing  proceed 
ings  c  10S7 

Winchester,  Franklin. 

appointed  assistant  harbor-master  a  73-confirmed  a  III 

Winchester,  P.  T. 

coasting,  Manning's  hill,  W.  R.,  allowed  a  1060 


Windram,  W.  J. 

steam-engine,  Bellevue  st.,  petition  a  661-granted  a  728 
"Windsor  Theatre.     (See  Licenses.) 
"Wing,  Charles  H.,  &  Charles  F.  Curtis. 

order  to  pay  land  damages,  widening  Boylston  St.,  J.  P.,  passed  a  542 

"Wing,  F.  P.  &  C.  S. 

order  to  pay  land  damages  by  widening  Boylston  St.,  J.  P.,  passed  a  56 

Wing,  J.  H.,  et  ah. 

lamps,  Armandine  St.,  D.,  petition  a  691 ;  sewer,  Armandine  St.,  petition 
a  692 

"Winn,  O.  T.,  Lieutenant. 

petition,  personal  injuries  a  476-given  leave  to  withdraw  a  564  c  571 

Winnisimmet  Co. 

petition,  abatement,  betterment  assessment  a  823 

Winship  street,  Brighton. 

stable  :  Hannah  Kelley,  petition  a  1060 

Winslow,  A.  B. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Rand  St.,  petition  a  269-granted  a  762 

Winslow,  Geo.  M.  &  Co.,  et  ah. 

electric  light,  North  St.,  petition  a  932 

Winslow  street. 

electric  ligHt :  Michael  H.  Reddish  et  als.,  petition  a  536 

Winter  street. 

cerainite  blocks  :  petition  to  pave  with  a  754-granite  a  761,  762 
claims  :  Mary  Ann  Carter,  petition,  personal  injuries  c  427-refused  a  593 

C59S 
coal-noles  :    Howard    Sargent,  guardian   and  trustee,  petition  a  105- 

granted  a  139 
flag:    New  England   Woman's  Suffrage,  petition  to  suspend,  granted 

a  1016 
steam-engine  :  I.  D.  Allen,  granted  896 

"Winter  street,  Dorchester. 

land  damages  :  W.  R.  Clark,  refused  a  217  c  224 

sewer :  petition  a  269;  remonstrance  against  a  311;  order  of  notice  of 
hearing  a  407-hearing  a  458-granted  a  479;  P.  S.  Yendell  and  D.  B. 
Stedman,  Jr.,  remonstrance  against  a  4S3~refused  a  542;  petition  to  ex- 
tend a  735 

Winthrop  Junction. 

electric  light :  G.  F.  Battis  et  als.,  petition  a  662 

"Winthrop  square. 

fence  :  order  to  repair,  referred  to  committee  on  common  and  squares 
c  5S1,  5S2;  report  no  action  necessary  c  S21  a  824 

"Winthrop  street,  Charlestown. 

paving  :  order  that  the  superintendent  of  streets  include  in  estimates 
sum  sufficient  to  pave  with  granite  blocks,  referred  to  committee  on  ap- 
propriations c  144;  order  to  pave  with  granite  blocks,  passed  a  623 

sewer  :  cost  of  construction  a  53S;  B.  F.  Allen,  petition,  abatement,  as- 
sessment a  692-granted  a  727 

Winthrop  street,  Roxbury. 

buildings  :  John  Soley,  petition  to  move  a  561-granted  a  593 
edgestones  :  petition  a  372-granted  a  408 
.sidewalk  :  petition  a483-granted  a  543 

Wires,  Electric  and  Underground 

committee:  on  electric  wires  appointed  a  57;   order  for  committee  to 

visit  other  cities  at  certain  expense,  etc.,  passed  a  692-report  c  10S1-10S4; 

order  to  print  and  bind,  passed  c  ioS4-referred  to  committee  on  printing 

a  1093 

painting  of  electric  wire  poles  :  order  to  report  why  poles  recently 

erected  on  Tremont  st.  have  not  been  painted,  discussed,  passed  a  697 
electric  wires  : 
Boston  Electric  Light  Co.  :  petition  to  have  the  pole-rights  of  certain 

companies  transferred  to  them  a  535-report  and  order,  assigned  a  673- 

passed  a  696 
Brush  Electric  Light  Co.  et  als. :  petition  to  transfer  pole-rights  to 

Boston  Electric  Light  Co.  a  535-report  and  order,  accepted,  assigned 

a  673;  passed  a  696 
Franklin  Electric  Light  Co.  :  communication  asking  for  permit  to 

lay  and  maintain   underground  wires  in  certain  streets  a  662,  663-re- 

ferred  to  committee  on  underground  wires  a  663 
Municipal  Signal  Co.  :  order  that  the  committee  on  electric  wires  be 

requested  to  investigate  and    report  whether  they  have  attached  any 

of  their  wires  without  permission  of  this  board,  passed  a  191 
committee  :  on  underground  wires  appointed  a  58  c  66 
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Wires,  Electric  and  Underground,  conti?itied. 

underground  wires  : 

American  Conduit  Co.:  order  that  all  rights  granted  to  certain 
parties,  Dec.  27,  1SS1,  be  transferred  to  a  2S1  ;  petition  to  acquire  all 
rights  and  privileges  granted  W.  R.  Clark  a  34S-report  and  orders, 
discussed  a  374,  375-passed  a  375-veto  of  mayor  and  opinion  of  cor- 
poration counsel  a  444,  445-discussed,  passed  over  veto  a  445,446; 
bond  received,  referred  to  committee  on  bonds  a  617-approved  a  672; 
bond  returned  by  corporation  counsel,  referred  to  committee  on  bonds 
a  719 
underground  conductors  : 

Edison  Electric  Illuminating  Co.  :  pelition  for  leave  to  lay  under- 
ground conductors  in  Paik  and  Beacon  sts.,  discussed,  referred  to 
committee  on  underground  wires  a  22;  petition  to  place  underground 
conductors  for  electric  light  purposes  in  certain  streets  a  45S-report 
and  order,  accepted,  passed  a  4So-amended,  passed  a  499;  order  to 
consider  wisdom  and  feasibility  of  placing  all  telegraph  wires,  etc., 
underground,  etc.,  referred  to  committee  on  underground  wires  c  147; 
report  called  for  a  643  c  6S8;  report  with  order  to  visit  other  cities, 
accepted,  discussed  a  673,  674-passed  a  674-discussed  c  6836S5- 
amended,  passed  c  6S5;  order  to  visit  other  cities,  etc.,  amended, 
passed  a  692 

Wiswell,  Geo.  W. 

lamps,  Durham  St.,  petition  a  S70 

Withington  street. 
sewer  :  petition  a  536-order  for  hearing  a  590-hearing  a  613-granted  a637 

Witt,  Charles. 

petition,  compensation  for  fowls  killed  by  dogs  a  105-granted  a  340 

Wodside,  Howard  F. 

sidewalk,  Prescott  St.,  E.  B.,  petition  a  S91 

Woll,  Jacob  &  Katherine  Sturm. 

edgestones,  Ward  St.,  R.,  petition  a  562 

Wolston,  E.  B. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Women's  Christian  Temperance  Union. 

petition,  drinking  fountain,  Green  st.  a  401-report,  referred  to  water  board 

a  54°  c  551 

Wood  Bros. 

steam-engine,  Plummer's  wharf,  petition  a  402-order  for  hearing  a  475- 
hearing  a  561-refused  a  566-granted  a  58S 

Wood,  Edmund  M.,  Trustee. 

petition  to  be  paid  balance  tax-sale  of  estate,  Medford  St.  a  797-passed 
a  895  c  903 

Wood,  Henry  A. 

petition  to  plant  trees,  Florence  St.,  W.  R.  a  9S3~granted  a  991 

Wood,  James. 

petition  to  trim  tree,  Fourth  St.  a  661 
Wood,  Mary  A.,  et  al. 

petition,  compensation,  damages  by  erection  of  electric  pole  in  front  of 
premises,  refused  a  187  c  193 

Wood  &  Wetherbee  et  ah. 

edgestones,  Crawford  St.,  petition  a  587 

Woods,  Wm.  H. 

petition,  damages  to  carriage  a  483",  injuries  to  horse  and  wagon,  Granite 
St.,  petition  536-refused  a  S2S  c  832;  petition,  compensation,  damages  to 
carriage,  Granite  St.  c  831 

Wooden  Buildings.     (See  Buildings.) 
Woodman  street. 

lamps  :  St.  Thomas  School  Society,  petition  a  797 

Woodside,  F. 

personal  injuries,  Buckingham  St.,  petition  a  185 

Woodward,  Esther  M. 

sidewalk,  Copeland  St.,  petition  a  74-granted  a  479 

Woodward,  Harlow  E. 

druggist's  mortar,  Bromfield  St.,  petition  a  4S3-granted  543 

Woodward,  Joseph. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  overflow  of  Stony  brook  a  74 

Woodman,  Martha  L. 

petition,  compensation,  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs,  granted  a  140 

0 


Woolley,  Ben]'.  F. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  Paris  St.,  petition  a  691-granted  a  727 

Worcester  square. 

fence  :  order  for  superintendent  of  common  to  sell  iron  fence,  referred  to 
committee  on  common,  etc.  a  642-report  that  order  to  sell  ought  not 
pass,  accepted  c  10S6  a  1090;  order  to  remove  iron  fence,  discussed  c  700, 
701-referred  to  committee  on  common  and  public  squares  c  701-report 
that  order  ought  not  pass,  accepted  c  10S6  a  1090 

Worcester  street. 

lamps  in  alley  :  Mary  S.  Newcomb,  petition  a  743 
Worf,  Joshua  D.,  et  ah. 

sewer,  Freeman  St.,  petition  a  753 

"Works,  Atlantic. 

petition  to  erect  buildings,  Border  st.  a  753 

"Works,  Public,  Board  of.     (See  Public  Works.) 
Wren  street. 

lamps  :  H.  Farringlon  et  als.,  petition  a  891 

Wright,  A.  W. 

sidewalk,  Magnolia  St.,  petition  a  4S3~granted  a  566 
Wright,  Amos. 

edgestones,  Saunders  St.,  petition  a  5S7 

Wright,  B.  B.  &  R.  S. 

petition  for  sewer  in  Syracuse  st.  a  160 

Wright,  C. 

sidewalk,  Virginia  St.,  petition  a  798 

"Wright,  R.  S. 

stable,  Roslindale  St.,  petition  a  1033-granted  a  1066 
Wright  &  Leach. 

petition  and  order  for  hearing,  steam-engine,  Tremont  St.  a  920-hearing 
3983 

Wurst,  Gottlieb. 

sewer  assessment,  Ferrin  St.,  C,  abated  a  694 
Wyeth,  Andrew  N.,  Jr. 

appointed  inspector  of  hay  and  straw  a  212-confirmed  a  242 

Wyman,  Edward,  et  ah.,  Trustees. 

lamps,  Sigourney  St.,  petition  a  S91 

Wyman  street. 
steam-engine  :  C.  E.  Brown,  petition  a  371-granted  a  406 
tree  :   G.  A.  Curtis  &  S.  A.  Bolster,  petition  to  remove  a  26S-grantcd 
a  27S 

Yale,  R.  M. 

petition  to  hoist  goods,  Chatham  st.  a  931-granted  a  1063 

Yendell,  P.  S.,  &  D.  B.  Stedman,  Jr. 

remonstrance  against  sewer,  Winter  St.,  D.  a  483-refused  a  543 

Yeomans,  D.  M. 

stable,  Fenno  court,  petition  a  33S-granted  a  373 

Young,  Adolf. 

appointed  measurer  of  grain  a  212-confirmed  a  242 

Young,  Bartholomew  M. 

appointed  superintendent  of  bridges  a  21-discussed  a  54-confirmed  a  55 

Young,  C.  A. 

stable,  Blue  Hill  ave.,  D.,  petition  a  iS5~granted  a  216 

Young,  C.  F. 

edgestones  and  sidewalk,  West  Eagle  St.,  petition  a  727 

Young,  Charles,  et  ah. 

petition,  sewer,  Maverick  St.  a  22;  sidewalk,  Everett  St.,  E.  B.,  petition 
a  725-granted  a  802 

Young,  M.  E. 

appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  26S-confirmed  a  313 

Young  Men's  Temperance  Society  of  Charlestown. 

permit  to  suspend  flag,  Bunker  Hill  st.  granted  a  713 
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Young,  Susan. 

steam-engine,  Warren  St.,  R.,  petition  a  1008 

Young,  Thomas. 

license  to  peddle  in  public  streets,  granted  a  745 

Young,  Thomas  J. 

appointed  superintendent  of  sewers  a  21-confirmed  a  53 

Young  &  "Walton. 

steam-engine,  Atlantic  ave.,  petition  a  105-granted  a  1S9;  petition  a  161 
granted  a  iS3 


Zeigler,  A. 

sidewalk,  Station  St.,  petition  a  475-granted  a  672;  petition  to  erect  build, 
ing,  Pynchon  St.  a  743 

Zeigler  street. 

lamp  :  James  H.  Waite,  petition  a  842 
Zerrahn,  Carl,  et  als. 
electric  light,  Huntington  ave.,  petition  a  338 

Zwinge,  Mary  J. 

sidewalk,  Everett  St.,  granted  a  617 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


INAUGURAL  ADDRESS 


BEFORE  THE 


Joint  Convention  of  the  City  Council, 
January  3,  1887. 


Gentlemen  of  the  City  Council,— We  meet  to- 
day to  organize  the  65th  year  of  our  city  govern- 
ment, and  feel  all  the  importance  of  the  trust 
confided  to  us. 

The  remarkahle  progress  of  the  city  since  1822, 
when  our  distinguished  fellow-citizen,  the  Hon. 
John  Phillips,  the  first  Mayor  of  Boston,  rilled 
the  position,  enahles  us  to  look  forward  with 
great  certainty  as  to  our  future.  During  these 
64  years  our  progress  has  met  with  no  serious 
check.  Occasional  financial  troubles  have  only 
shown  the  strength  of  our  business  men  and  the 
solid  basis  on  which  our  business  is  conducted. 
Disastrous  conflagrations  have  only  added  to 
our  enterprise  and  energy.  The  loss  of  millions 
of  dollars  by  the  great  fire  of  1872  would  be  al- 
most forgotten  if  we  were  not  reminded  of  it  by 
more  magnificent  warehouses  and  better  and 
wider  streets  than  we  ever  had  before.  And 
great  improvements,  requiring  large  expendi- 
tures of  money,  have  been  commenced  and  suc- 
cessfully completed,  with  our  credit  unimpaired. 

While  our  population  is  much  smaller  than 
some  other  American  cities,  we  stand  second  to 
none  in  the  country  for  liberal  and  progressive 
work,  and  for  legislation  that  tends  best  to  pro- 
mote the  welfare  of  our  people.  In  this  line  we 
must  not  falter. 

BOSTON  PROPER. 

Boston  proper,  that  was  presided  over  by 
Mayor  Phillips  in  1822,  contained  a  population  of 
about  41,291.  On  this  area  today  there  is  about 
147.138  inhabitants.  Boston  proper  has  reached 
its  full  growth,  so  far  as  population  is  concerned, 
and  is  now  largely  devoted  to  business.  The  in- 
crease since  1880  has  been  only  63— the  census  of 
18S0  making  the  population  147,075  against  a  pop- 
ulation of  147,138  by  the  census  of  1885. 

THE  GROWTH  OE  THE  CITY 

in  recent  years  has  been  almost  exclusively  in 
the  suburbs,  territory  acquired  by  annexation, 
and  to  this  territory  we  must  look  for  our  future 
growth.  The  suburbs  of  Boston,  acquired  by 
annexation  in  1870,  contained  111,745  inhabitants. 
The  suburbs  of  Boston,  by  the  census  of  1885, 
contained  243,255  inhabitants,  which,  not  count- 
ing the  population  of  28,323  in  Charlestown  in 
1870,  not  then  annexed,  shows  a  growth  of  over 
100,000  people  in  15  years  in  our  suburbs  alone, 
an  increase  larger  than  the  present  population 
of  any  other  city  in  the  Commonwealth. 

Where  has  most  of  this  large  population  locat- 
ed?   I  find  that  in 

South  Boston  the  increase  has  heen 22,319 

ltoxlmry 31,212 

Dorchester 8.450 

West  ltoxlmry 8,738 

Brighton 3,556 

Total 74.281 

•  I  call  attention  to  these  figures  because  it  is 
very  frequently  remarked  that  the  demand  from 
the  suburbs  for  sewers,  for  streets,  for  water,  for 
schoolhouses.for  engine-houses, fur  additional  po- 
lice and  tire  protection,  is  unreasonable ;  but  from 
the  standpoint  of  the  increased  growth  of  these 
suburbs,  the  demands  of  the  people  have  been 


just  and  equitable.  A  city  that  fails  to  provide 
sewerage,  water,  schools,  police,  and  other  pro- 
tection for  sections  of  the  city  that  are  rapidly 
increasing  in  population,  fails  in  a  most  impor- 
tant duty.  In  building  large  and  expensive 
boulevards,  that  are  demanded,  and  appear  to 
be  a  necessity,  in  other  sections  of  the  city,  for 
the  accommodation,  at  most,  of  a  comparatively 
small  population,  it  would  be  criminal  to  over- 
look the  necessary  wants  of  sections  where  our 
population  has  increased  so  largely  in  15  years, 
and  where  our  future  growth  is  centring.  The 
urgent  and  pressing  demands  from  these  sub- 
urbs during  the  year,  for  improvements  neces- 
sary to  the  health  and  welfare  of  this  largely- 
increasing  population,  urges  me  to  call  your  par- 
ticular attention  to  the  matter.  A  great  deal  of 
work  has  been  done  the  past  year,  and  the  work 
must  gn  on.  It  may  he  questioned  if  these  sub- 
urbs, instead  of  asking  for  too  much,  have  ob- 
tained a 

FAIR  SHARE  OF  IMPROVEMENTS, 

when  considered  from  the  standpoint  of  popula- 
tion and  expenditure.  When  a  grade-crossing 
in  the  Back  Bay  costs  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
dollars,  with  scarcely  any  population  in  its  im- 
mediate vicinity,  would  it  not  have  been  well  to 
have  considered,  in  the  first  place,  the  danger- 
ous grade-crossings  in  East  Boston,  South  Bos- 
ton, Roxbury  and  Dorchester,  especially  as  these 
crossings  are  surrounded  by  a  large  population. 
The  Hon.  Josiah  (juinoy,  in  his  first  address  to 
the  City  Council  in  May,  1823,  said  "the  true 
glory  of  a  city  consists,  not  in  palaces,  temples, 
columns,  the  vain  boast  of  art,  or  the  proud 
magnificence  of  luxury,  but  in  a  happy,  secure 
and  contented  people,  feeling  the  advantages  of 
a  vigorous  and  faithful  administration,  not 
merely  in  the  wide  street  and  the  splendid  ave- 
nue, but  in  every  lane,  hi  every  court,  and  in 
every  alley.  The  poorest  and  humblest  citizen 
should  be  made  instinctly  to  bless  that  paternal 
government  which  he  daily  perceives,  watching 
over  his  comfort  and  convenience,  and  securing 
for  him  that  surest  pledge  of  health— a  pure  at- 
mosphere." 

THE  VAXUE  OF  PROPERTY. 

In  whatever  section  of  the  city  large  sums  of 
money  have  been  expended  for  public  improve- 
ments, it  is  evident  from  the  assessors'  returns, 
that  property  is  improved  hi  value  and  benefited 
thereby.  The  paving  of  a  street  the  past  year 
that  had  been  neglected,  enabled  abutters  to  re- 
alize 10  per  cent,  more  for  rents.  Prom  Dover 
street  to  the  Roxbury  line,  property  has  deteri- 
orated in  value,  while  on  the  Back  Bay,  where 
unusually  large  expenditures  were  made,  and 
have  been  made  for  some  years,  it  has  more 
than  doubled  and  trebled  in  value.  The  West 
Roxbury  Park  attracts  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
our  people  during  the  year,  but  without  a  Park 
police  to  give  protection,  without  proper  roads 
and  facilities  for  its  enjoyment,  it  is  not  safe 
for  women  and  children,  is  a  nuisance  to  the  cit- 
izens who  live  in  its  immediate  neighborhood, 
and  attracts  few  settlers,  while  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Central  Park,  New  York,  the  growth 
has  been  marvellous,  because  no  time  was  wast- 
ed in  its  improvement.  At  South  Boston  we 
have  an  unfinished  water  park,  and  the  dense 
population  of  that  section  has  received  very 
little  benefit  from  it,  because  the  work  of  im- 
provement has  been  delayed. 

The  most  extensive  improvements  that  have 
been  made  in  the  city,  for  some  years,  have 
added  more  real  value  to  the  town  of  Brookline 
than  to  any  suburb  of  Boston,  where  most  of 
our  citizens  reside.  I  would  impress  upon  the 
members  of  the  City  Council  a  more  equal  dis- 
tribution of  expenditures,  and  that  the  wants  of 
every  section,  particularly  where  population  is 
increasing  rapidly,  should  be  carefully  looked 
after.  In  the  language  of  Mayor  Quincy— and  it 
is  worth  repeating — "the  true  glory  of  a  city 
consists,  not  in  palaces,  temples,  columns,  the 
vain  boast  of  art  or  the  proud  magnificence  of 
luxury,  but  in  «  happy,  secure  and  contented 
people."  If  we  have  been  remiss  in  our  obliga- 
tions, it  is  yet  time  to  make  good  our  deficien- 
cies. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  the 
transfers  made  by  order  of  the  City  Council  dur- 
ing the  past  10  years,  the  amount  added  to  the 
regular  appropriations,  and  the  percentage  of 
these  additions  to  the  total  of  transfers: 
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Total  of 
Year.  Transfers. 

1876-77 $418,398  54 

1877-78 211,167  50 

1878-79 171.404  32 

1879-80 342.187  07 

1880-81. 270,314  35 

1881-82 229.659  07 

1882-83 261.010  11 

1883-84 279,497  96 

1884-85 282,266  87 

1885-86 367,421  68 

THE    CITY    DEBT. 

Gross  funded  debt,  Dec.  31,  1885* $43,416 

Add  funded  debt  issued  in  1886 3,366 


Transfer 

to  Regular 

Percen 

Appropriations 

tage. 

8129,298  24 

30.9 

121,823  02 

58 

135,484  75 

71.5 

241,597  81 

70.6 

192,174  25 

71 

165,125  38 

71.9 

158.803  08 

60.8 

127,413  42 

45.8 

143,010  71 

50.7 

154,451  10 

42 

,945  84 

800  09 


1.783.745  84 
917,857  98 


Deduct  funded  debt  paid  in  1886 

Gross  debt  Dec.  31,  1886 $45,865,887  86 

Sinking    funds,  Dec.  31, 

1885 $18,347,909  93 

Receipts  during  1886 2,234,485  43 


$20,582,395  36 
Payments  during  1886. . .        901,807  55 


$19,680,587  81 


Bonds  and  mortgages,  the 
payments  of  which  are 
pledged  to  the  payment 
of  debt 


302,904  58 


Total  redemption  means, 
Dec.  31,1886 $10,983,492  39 


Net  debt  Dec.  31, 1886 $25,882,395  47 

Gross  debt  Dec.  31, 1886 $45,8657887~86 

Gross  debt  Dec.  31,1885 43,416,945  84 


3,448,942  02 


Net  debt  Dec.  31, 1886 $25,882,395  47 

Net  debt  Dec.  31, 1885 24,700,014  29 


Increase $1,182,381  18 


City  debt,  including  balance  of  debts  as- 
sumed by  acts  of  annexation $30,303,613  88 

County  debt 833,000  00 

Cochituate  water  debt 13,890,273  98 

Mystic  water  debt  839,000  00 


$45,865,887  86 


Loans  authorized   but    not   issued    by   City 
Council  of  1884 : 
High  service $226,000  00 

At  the  present  time  the  assumed  debts  remain- 
ing unpaid  are,  on  account  of : 


<  'harlestown  city., $1,002,000  bearing  6 


^lyslic  water 


839,000. 


$1,841,000 
AVest  Koxbury 120,000 


per  ct. 
t>  per  ct. 
5  per  ct. 
4  per  ct. 
31/2  per  ct. 
3V4  per  ct. 


per  ct. 


$1,961,000 
The  valuation  of  the  city,  the  new  property 
built  up,  and  the  tax-rate,  since  January,  1874, 
has  been  as  follows: 


Estimated  value  of 

new  buildings.    Tax  rate. 


$16,797,735 

$15.60 

10,546.520 

13.70 

6,727,130 

12.70 

5,332,365 

13.10 

3,447,655 

12.80 

2,266,084 

12.50 

1,964.852 

15.20 

2,208,496 

13.90 

7,311,918 

15.10 

7,535,383 

14.50 

8,298,970 

17.00 

12,903,630 

12.80 

12,707,672 

12.70 

Assessors' 

Year.  Valuation. 

1874 $798,755,050 

1875 793,961,895 

1876 748,996.210 

1877 686,840,586 

1878 630.440.866 

1879 613,322,6:11 

1880 639,462,495 

1881 665,554,597 

1882 672,497.961 

1883 682.432,671 

1884 682,648,000 

1885 685,404,600 

1886 710,581,700 

COUNTY    OF    SUFFOLK. 

Runiiivq  Expenses. 

1881-82 $338,201   12 

18X2-83 362,908  06 

1883-84 368,355  40 

1884-85 .■ 380,923  70 

1885-86 416,970  03 

1886-87  to  Dec.  1,  inclusive 266,782  59 

THE  LABOR  MOVEMENT. 

The  labor  movement  has  attained  great  pro- 
portions during  the  year  throughout  the  coun- 

*This  does  not  include  the  loan  made  late  Dec.  31, 1886, 
for  $472,000,  which  will  change  the  figures  to  that  extent. 


try,  and  must  be  a  prominent  question  for  some- 
time to  come.  In  Boston  the  unfortunate  differ- 
ences between  workmen  and  their  employers 
have  put  a  stop  to  many  improvements  that 
would  have  been  commenced  and  completed. 
The  loss  of  work,  to  mechanics  and  laborers, 
can  be  estimated  at  several  millions  of  dollars, 
and  this  loss  will  cause  more  or  less  distress  dur- 
ing the  winter  months. 

Information  from  other  leading  cities  also 
leads  me  to  believe  that  about  thirty-three  per 
cent  of  the  improvements  contemplated  have 
been  postponed  or  abandoned  on  account  of  la- 
bor troubles,  and  this  in  the  aggregate  amounts 
to  a  very  large  expenditure.  It  is  to  be  regret- 
ted that  such  a  state  of  things  existed.  It  has 
been  a  great  loss  to  workingmen,— it  has  been  a 
decided  loss  to  capitalists,  and  the  entire  coun- 
try has  suffered. 

To  the  credit  of  our  workmen,  it  may  be  said, 
that  their  demands  have  not  been  marked  by 
the.  outrages,  the  loss  of  life,  and  the  unlawful 
acts  that  have  disgraced  the  labor  movement  in 
other  towns  and  cities  of  the  State  and  in  the 
country.  Detachments  of  our  police  force  have 
been  asked  from  time  to  time  for  the  preserva- 
tions of  law  and  order  in  neighboring  towns  and 
cities,  but  so  far  as  Boston  is  concerned  no  such 
emergency  required  their  service. 

The  labor  question  will  never  be  settled  or  ad- 
justed permanently  except  by  legislation.  If 
the  condition  of  workmen  is  to  be  improved  and 
made  permanent  it  must  be  done  by  laws  care- 
fully considered, — laws  that  respect  the  rights  of 
all  classes,  the  workman,  the  employer  and  the 
capitalist.  It  is  one  of  the  great  questions  of  the 
day,  and  it  should  be  met  fairly,  squarely  and 
honestly.  It  would  give  me  great  satisfaction  to 
co-operate  with  workmen  111  any  reasonable 
movement  with  this  object  in  view. 

An  attempt  was  made  during  the  year  to  en- 
force an  eight-hour  law  in  city  departments,  but 
it  was  not  practicable,  and  could  not  be  lawfully 
established.  For  these  reasons  I  was  compelled 
to  veto  such  an  order.  Besides,  it  was  not  asked 
for  by  any  mechanics  or  laborers  connected  with 
the  departments.  I  was  also  aware  of  the  fact 
that  some  of  the  prime  movers  in  the  matter 
were  not  sincere.  They  merely  wished  to  ob- 
tain a  standing  with  the  workmen,  and  then 
trade  off  their  votes  to  the  highest  bidder  in  the 
State  and  city  elections.  This  movement  did 
not  succeed  to  any  great  extent.  The  intelli- 
gence of  our  workmen  enabled  them  to  form  a 
correct  judgment  as  to  who  were  their  real 
friends. 

When  the  agents  of  ward  and  city  committees 
act  upon  the  principle  that  "all  is  fair  in  politics," 
and  employ  unscrupulous  men  to  deceive  work- 
men, appeal  to  their  prejudices,  and  pay  money 
to  obtain  their  votes  and  influence,  such  com- 
mittees encourage  the  meanest  specimens  of 
humanity  that  exist  among  us, — men  who  are  a 
disgrace  to  any  party.  That  the  workmen  have 
been  deceived  and  sold  out  by  professional  labor 
tramps,  who  have  no  legitimate  bcsiness,  has 
been  quite  evident,  and  until  labor  organizations 
stamp  out  such  men,  it  will  be  a  great  drawback 
to  their  success.  It  is  surprising  that  men  of 
respectability  will  be  a  party  to  such  work,  and 
yet  it  is  certain  that  their  money  has  been  used 
for  such  purposes. 

During  the  summer  months  all  employees  in 
the  different  departments  whose  services  could 
be  spared  were  allowed  a  half  holiday  on  Sat- 
urday. By  this  liberal  treatment  I  believe  the 
city  was  no  loser,  because  it  was  an  incentive  to 
the  men  to  take  more  interest  in  their  work. 

THE  NEW  CITY  CHARTER. 

In  my  inaugural  address  last  January  I  re- 
marked "that  the  year  1886  will  be  a  memorable 
one  in  our  municipal  history,"  as  the  new  City 
Charter  will  be  in  full  force.  It  has  had  a  fair 
and  impartial  trial  during  the  year,  and  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  city  has  been 
greatly  benefited  financially  by  its  operation. 
The  mayor  and  heads  of  departments  have  been 
in  perfect  harmony  during  the  year,  and,  witli 
scarcely  an  exception,  I  have  noticed  a  willing- 
ness on  their  part  to  perform  faithfully  and  lion. 
estly  the  work  assigned  to  them.  The  City 
Council  have  at  times  tried  to  give  a  very  lib- 
eral interpretation  to  the  charter,  not  warranted 
by  its  letter  or  spirit,  but  have  always  gracefully 
yielded  to  the  interpretation  of  the  Law  Depart- 
ment of  the  city.    It  would  require  considerable 
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in 


detail  to  show  where  a  large  amount  of  money 
has  been  saved  by  the  work  done  in  the  Sewer, 
Street  and  other  Departments  of  the  city,  or,  in 
other  words,  where,  with  a  moderate  appropria- 
tion, a  much  larger  amount  of  work  has  been 
done. 

The  waste  and  extravagance  of  departments, 
when  under  the  rule  of  committees,  has  been 
for  the  most  part  completely  checked,  and  the 
work  is  now  done  on  a  business  basis.  The  con- 
dition of  the  men  employed  is  also  much  better. 
They  have  now  a  reasonable  assurance  of 
steady  employment.  In  the  Paving  Department 
particularly,  where  large  numbers  of  men,  in 
previous  years,  were  employed  or  discharged  to 
accommodate  members  of  the  City  Council, 
there  has  been  scarcely  a  change  since  the  men 
were  placed  on  permanent  time  early  in  the 
spring. 

The  fact  is,  the  heads  of  departments  are  in- 
dependent in  their  position,  and  some  members 
of  the  City  Council  who  have  tried  to  influence 
them,  have  signally  failed.  As  long  as  the  heads 
of  departments  are  faithful  in  the  performance 
of  their  duty,  the  mayor  has  the  power,  and  will 
protect  them. 

TAXATION— FINANCE. 

Under  the  "Act  limiting  debt  and  the  rate  of 
taxation  in  the  City  of  Boston"  (Chap.  178,  Acts 
of  1885),  authority  is  given  to  tax  $9  on  every 
thousand  of  the  average  valuation  for  five  years, 
less  abatements,  exclusive  of  State  tax  and  re- 
quirements of  debt.  I  believe  the  city  is  fully 
warranted  in  appropriating  the  amount  author- 
ized to  be  taxed.  The  Appropriation  bill  for  the 
next  year,  basing  the  receipts  from  the  general 
revenue  and  polls  the  same  as  last  year,  and  ap- 
propriating the  full  amount  of  the  tax,  would  be 
$320,357,— larger  than  the  Appropriation  bill  of 
last  year,  exclusive  of  requirements  of  the  city 
debt,  as  follows : 

#9.00  on  an  estimated  average  valuation,  less 

abatements  for  5  years  (678,800.000 #6,109,200 

Estimated  income  the  same  as  last  year 2,523,490 

Polls 65,000 

#8,697,690 
A  sum  which,  in  my  judgment,  is  sufficiently 
large  to  meet  the  requirements  of  an  economi- 
cal administration  of  affairs  in  all  departments 
of  the  city. 

When,  in  1885,  the  rate  of  taxation  was  re- 
duced to  $12.80  on  a  thousand,  it  was  predicted 
that  every  department  of  the  city  would  be 
bankrupt  before  the  close  of  the  year.  In  ans- 
wer to  this  I  can  truthfully  say  that  the  credit  of 
the  city  was  never  better  than  it  is  today.  This 
year  the  tax-rate  is  $12.70  on  a  thousand,  and  the 
departments  of  the  city  are  in  full  vigor,  care- 
fully looking  after  the  reasonable  wants  of  the 
taxpayers  and  citizens  generally,  notwithstand- 
ing it  was  again  predicted  the  city  would  be 
bankrupt.  Ihese  predictions  are  already  put 
forth  for  the  year  1887  by  the  same  false  proph- 
ets. If  the  city  had  kept  up  the  $17  rate  of  1884, 
in  1885  and  188G  it  would  have  led  to  an  expendi- 
ture of  about  $6,000,000  more  to  carry  on  the  de- 
partments and  special  work  than  have  been 
expended  during  the  past  two  years. 

.When  I  consider  the  present  condition  of  the 
city  and  the  condition  of  the  departments,  this 
is  a  record  that  the  city  government  of  1885  and 
1886  may  feel  justly  proud.  Our  schools  and 
schoolhouses  are  in  the  very  best  condition. 
More  sewers  have  been  built  than  in  any  three 
previous  years.  Our  streets  have  been  improved, 
especially  in  a  business  section  that  was  over- 
looked for  many  years.  The  Health  Department 
and  the  Board  of  Health  have  been  so  efficient 
in  their  work  that  the  deathrate  has  been  re- 
duced, and  we  have  had  no  fear  of  cholera  or 
other  diseases  that  have  been  so  disastrous  in 
other  countries,  on  account  of  the  preparations 
made  to  guard  against  such  epidemics.  The 
work  of  the  Fire  Department  will  compare  fa- 
vorably with  previous  years. 

The  Paving  Department,  whose  duty  it  is  to 
water  the  streets  to  a  limited  extent,  to  preserve 
the  roadbed,  has  not  been  able  to  control  the  ele- 
ments, and  there  has  been  more  or  less  com- 
plaint about  dusty  streets,  but  more  work  has 
actually  been  done  in  this  line  than  in  any 
previous  year.  In  fact,  when  the  work  of  the 
city  in  1885  and  1886  has  been  carried  on  for 
about  $6,000,000  less  than  the  taxrate  of  1884 
would  have  allowed,  it  appears  to  me  that  the 


citizens  of  Boston  ought  to  be  well  satisfied  with 
the  results.  Business  men  and  capitalists  can 
now  locate  among  us  with  the  assurance  that 
taxation  will  be  kept  down  at  reasonable  figures. 
With  the  checks  of  the  city  charter  in  the  hands 
of  a  vigilant  mayor,  that  will  enable  him  to  pre- 
vent waste  and  extravagance,  and  the  law  limit- 
ing taxation,  the  rapid  increase  of  municipal 
taxation,  that  has  become  so  alarming  through- 
out the  country,  has  been  stopped  so  far  as  Bos- 
ton is  concerned. 

The  Legislature  of  1885  reduced  the  limit  of 
indebtedness  to  2V2  per  cent,  on  an  average  valu- 
ation of  live  years,  but  without  any  request 
from  the  City  Council  or  from  the  mayor,  the 
limit  was  again  reduced,  by  the  same  Legisla- 
ture, to  2  per  cent,  in  January,  1887.  This  is  a 
reduction  of  the  limit  in  one  year  and  a  half  of 
about 

SIX  MILLIONS  FIVE     HUNDRED    THOUSAND    DOL- 
LARS, 

and  was  rather  too  radical  a  change  to  make.  I 
repeat,  however,  what  I  said  in  my  inaugural  of 
last  year,  that  the  work  of  the  city  can  go  on 
without  any  serious  detriment  to  the  public  ser- 
vice, especially  when  the  Legislature  allows  us 
to  complete  our  parks  on  a  long  loan  outside  the 
limit. 

I  believe  it  is  wise,  occasionally,  to  go  down  to 
hardjpan,  and  be  placed  in  a  position  where  no 
more  money  can  be  borrowed  for  the  time  being, 
especially  as  relief  is  not  far  off,  on  account  of 
our  growth  and  increased  valuation. 

It  is  only  speculators  who  have  a  design  upon 
the  treasury  that  dislike  it.  Politicians,  for  par- 
tisan purposes,  may  also  denounce  it,  but  every 
taxpayer  in  Boston  ought  to  be  thankful.  I  do 
not  propose  to  go  to  the  Legislature  to  ask  for 
any  change  in  the  2  per  cent  limit,  and  I  do 
not  believe  the  City  Council  ought  to  ask  for  any 
such  change. 

If  Boston  can  stand  such  a  radical  reduction, 
$6,500,000,  in  a  year  and  a  half,  in  the  limit  of 
indebtedness,  and  I  know  she  can,  it  is  the  more 
to  her  credit.  If  any  great  emergency  arises 
during  the  next  year,  where  any  considerable 
amount  of  money  is  wanted,  I  am  certain  that 
legal  means  will  be  found  to  obtain  it.  I  repeat 
that  it  is  well  that  our  limit  of  indebtedness  is 
exhausted,  and  it  would  be  well  for  many  of  the 
great  cities  of  the  country  if  they  were  in  the 
same  position  as  Boston,  to  check  the 

ALARMING     INCREASE    OF     MUNICIPAL     INDEBT- 

NESS. 

On  Dec.  30  we  had  a  limit  of  about  $830,000. 
On  the  first  of  January  when  the  2  per  cent  limit 
went  into  operation  we  had  exceeded  the  limit 
$2,327,934.  This  shows  what  a  radical  change 
the  legislative  act  of  1885  has  made  in  our 
financial  condition.  I  believe  that  no  city  in 
the  country  could  stand  it  but  Boston. 

The  act  limiting  taxation  for  Boston  has  been 
special  legislation  exclusively.  It  applies  to  no 
other  city.  By  Chapter  178,  Acts  of  1885,  the 
limit  of  taxation,  exclusive  of  State  tax  and  the 
requirements  of  the  debt,  was  fixed  at  $9,  on  a 
basis  of  the  average  valuation  for  five  years, 
while,  by  Chapter  312,  Acts  of  1885,  the  limit  for 
other  cities  was  fixed  at  $12,  on  a  basis  of  the 
average  valuation  for  three  years.  Another  item 
in  favor  of  the  outside  cities  was  the  exemption 
of  the  county  tax,  over  which  the.  City  Coun- 
cil has  no  control.  If  the  Legislature  would 
place  this  item,  which,  the  past  year,  has 
amounted  to  about  $425,000.  011  an  equality  with 
other  cities,  outside  the  limit  of  taxation,  it 
would  be  a  desirable  change,  and  block  any 
movement  on  the  part  of  those  who  are  now 
hostile  to  the  tax  limit  ami  flic  limit  of  indebted- 
ness. Exaggerated  and  false  statements  have 
been  made  about  our  financial  condition,  but 
they  are  made  in  the  interest  of  those  who  would 
break  down  the  limit  that  now  protects  the 
treasury.  We  have  increased  our  debt  during 
the  year,  but  our  present  debt  is  less  than  it  was 
12  years  ago,  notwithstanding  that  about  $23,- 
000,000  have  been  borrowed  for  permanent  im- 
provements during  that  time.  The  record  stands 
as  follows: 

NET    DEBT    FOB    TWELVE    YEARS. 

Dec.  31,1880* #25,882,395  47 

Dec.  31,  1885 24,700,014  29 

Dec.  31, 1884 24,766,064  27 

*  Increased  December  31,  1886,  #472,000. 


IV 


INAUGURAL     ADDRESS 


Dee.  31, 1883 25.311,635  52 

Dee.  31. 1882 24,381,025  02 

Dec.  31, 1881 24,248,046  60 

Dee.  31.  1880 26,058.450  41 

Dec.  31, 1879 26,097,783  05 

Dec.  31,  1878 26,184,17142 

Dec.  31, 1877 26,855,464  94 

Dec.  31, 1876 28,376,362  24 

Dec.  31, 1875 28,752,635  02 

In  this  connection  it  may  be  well  to  refer  to 
some  of  the  loans  made  during  the  past  two 
years,  that  have  caused  a  slight  increase  in  the 
debt  as  compared  with  last  year.    For  instance : 

Suffolk  County  Court  House ,$850,000 

Sewer  loans,  principally  for  the  suburbs 775.000 

Extension  of  mains 300.000 

Improved  se\yerage 200,000 

Beacon-street    and    llrookline-avenue    grade 

damages 350,01 10 

Boylston-str eet  extension 150,000 

Stariiford-street  extension 165,01 10 

Home  for  Paupers,  Long  Island 80,000 

8(2,870,000 
The  net  debt  todav  is  $1,181,381.18  more  than  it 
was  at  this  date  last  year,  and  is  $2,870,239.55  less 
than  it  was  in  1875,  twelve  years  ago.  These  are 
official  facts,  and  it  is  well  to  make  a  record  of 
them  when  so  many  exaggerated  reports  have 
been  put  in  circulation  about  our  debt. 

AVERAGE    RATE    OF    INTEREST    ON    CITY    DEBT. 

Per  cent. 

1875-76 5    59-100 

1876-77 5    57-100 

1877-78 5    59-100 

1878-79 5    51-100 

1879-80 5    34-100 

1880-81 5    37-100 

1881-82 5    35-100 

1882-83 5    25-100 

1883-84 5    14-100 

1884-85 5  134-1000 

1885-86 5    75-1000 

The  city  has  made  three  large  loans  hi  Lon- 
don, where  both  principal  and  interest  are  pay- 
able. 

The  first  was  the  loan  known  as  the  "Consoli- 
dated Street  Improvement,"  negotiated  in  1869, 
for  £800,000. 

At  present  the  outstanding  amount  is  £602,500. 

By  the  terms  of  the  negotiation,  the  sum  of 
£8000  is  redeemed  annually,  and  interest  on  the 
total  amount  of  the  original  loan  is  annually 
remitted  to  London,  and  the  excess  of  interest  is 
annually  used  to  further  redeem  the  principal. 

The  second  was  the  loan  for  £400,ooo,  issued  in 
1872,  to  renew  a  sterling  loan  becoming  due 
issued  for  the  original  construction  of  the  water- 
works; and  the  third,  the  Burnt  District  Loan, 
amounting  to  £1,000,000,  for  the  improvement  of 
the  district  burnt  over  in  November,  1872. 

These  loans,  including  all  expenses  attending 
negotiation,  payment  of  interest,  etc.,  will  aver- 
age about  6V4  per  cent. 

It  will  be  easily  seen  that  the  debt  of  the  city, 
amounting  to  $9,839,977.86,  is  payable  abroad, 
and  is  costing  us  more  than  any  class  of  debt  ex- 
cept loans  assumed  by  the  annexation  of  West 
Roxbury,  upon  which  7  per  cent  is  paid.  This 
accounts  for  the  high  rate  of  interest,  notwith- 
standing loans  have  recently  been  negotiated 
for  3,  3%  and  4  per  cent. 

ASSESSMENT  OF  TAXES. 

The  valuation  of  the  city  which  determined 
the  rate  of  taxation  of  the  current  year  was 
$710,621,335.  The  estimated  value  of  the  real  es- 
tate was  $517,503,275,  and  of  the  personal  estate 
$193,118,000.  The  gain  in  valuation  over  that  of 
the  preceding  year  was  $25,012,363.  The  total 
amount  ordered  to  be  raised  for  State,  county, 
and  city  taxes  was  $8;839,678,  an  advance  on  the 
warrants  of  1885  of  $145,931.  The  rate  of  taxation 
was  $12.70,  a  reduction  of  ten  cents  on  each  $1000. 
This  was  the  rate  of  assessment  in  1S76,  and  the 
average  rate  for  the  past  ten  years  consequently 
remains  as  last  reported,  $13  96  per  $1000.  The 
average  rate  of  taxation  for  the  whole  State,  as 
determined  by  the  assessment  of  Massachusetts 
corporations  for  the  year  1880,  by  the  tax  com- 
missioner of  the  commonwealth,  was  $14.48  on 
each  $1000. 

For  many  years  the  tax  upon  the  shares  of 
national  banks  was  paid  without  objection.  For 
the  assessment  of  _  1885,  all  but  seven  of  the 
Boston  hanks  combined  and  instituted  proceed- 
ings for  the  recovery  of  the  taxes  they  were 
compelled  to  pay.  In  the  settlement  of  the  tax 
of  the  current  year  three  of  these  banks  have 


withdrawn  from  the  syndicate,  and,  joining  the 
seven  who  refuse  to  enter  it,  have  paid  the  total 
tax  assessed  upon  their  shareholders  without 
protest.  The  governor,  acting  under  the  author- 
ity of  Chapter  332  of  the  Acts  of  1886,  has  desig- 
nated eminent  counsel  to  assist  our  Law  De- 
partment in  defending  the  actions  brought  to 
recover  from  the  city  the  taxes  that  have  been 
paid. 

The  Act  of  the  Legislature  that  re-established 
the  wards  and  voting  precincts  as  they  existed 
before  the  State  census  of  1885,  also  re-established 
our  assessment  districts  by  language  so  positive 
that  it  is  questionable  if  legislative  sanction 
must  not  be  obtained  for  any  change  in  their 
boundaries. 

For  several  years  past  the  work  in  some  of  our 
districts  has  been  growing  very  heavy;  and.  in 
the  opinion  of  the  principal  assessors,  they  can- 
not be  properly  assessed  without  subdivision  and 
additional  assistance.  There  seems  to  be  no  le- 
gal objection  to  accomplishing  this  result  by  a 
change  in  the  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  As- 
sessors' Department,  and  establishing  subdis- 
tricts  within  the  districts  as  they  now  exist.  By 
this  method  the  needed  relief  can  be  obtained 
without  interference  with  the  lines  established 
by  Chapter  283  of  the  acts  of  the  current  year. 

THE  TREASURY  DEPARTMENT. 

The  labor  and  responsibility  of  the  Treasury 
Department  have  been  largely  increased  by  the 
weekly  payment  of  all  the  laborers  of  the  city, 
the  police,  firemen  and  other  employees  who 
desired  to  receive  their  pay  weekly,  necessarily 
involving  an  increase  of  the  force  and  expense 
of  running  said  department. 

I  am  glad  to  learn  that  the  system  adopted  is 
working  quite  smoothly,  and  that  each  laborer 
in  the  employ  of  the  city  of  Boston  receives  his 
pay  in  accordance  with  the  wise  and  wholesome 
law  passed  in  their  behalf  by  the  last  Legisla- 
ture, which  enables  those  who  are  at  all  provi- 
dent to  purchase  for  cash,  and  not  pay  exorbi- 
tant credit  profits. 

In  view  of  the  prompt  and  frequent  payment 
of  the  laborers,  the  assignment  of  wages  should 
be  prohibited,  the  trustee  process  abolished,  and 
legislation  should  be  invoked  to  accomplish 
these  desirable  objects. 

The  City  Council,  with  the  advice  of  the  cor- 
poration counsel,  authorized  the  payment  of  the 
national  bank  tax  to  the  State,  under  protest 
approved  by  the  corporation  counsel,  to  enable 
the  settlement  of  accounts  with  the  State  and 
city.  The.  city  treasurer  so  paid  $547,193  98  in 
April,  1886.  This  year  49  of  the  national  banks 
have  paid  the  tax  levied  on  the  stockholders  un- 
der protest,  which  sum  has  been  paid  by  City 
Treasurer  Turner,  under  authority  of  the  City 
Council,  under  protest,  in  like  manner  as  in 
April  last,  in  amount  $546,848.90. 

In  mentioning  this  matter  of  the  National 
Bank  tax,  it  would  seem  that  it  is  very  impolitic 
on  the  part  of  those  having  the  management  of 
the  banks  to  take  any  action  at  this  time  to 
place  them  in  antagonism  with  the  great  body 
of  taxpayers  in  the  different  municipalities 
where  they  are  located,  when  they  are  seeking 
for  new  legislation  to  better  facilitate  a  more 
profitable  business. 

The  case  of  the  New  York  national  banks 
against  the  city  of  New  York,  which  is  now 
before  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  at 
Washington,  has  by  a  recent  decision  been  ad- 
vanced on  the  calendar  of  that  court  and  assign- 
ed for  argument  on  the  first  day  after  the  Febru- 
ary recess,  to  follow  the  cases  already  assigned 
for  that  day. 

The  banks  claim  that  the  tax  assessed  on  them 
is  in  opposition  to  Section  5219  of  the  Revised 
Statutes,  which  requires  that  the  taxation  of  the 
shares  of  national  banks  "shall  not  be  at  a 
greater  rate  than  is  assessed  upon  other  mon- 
eyed capital  in  the  bands  of  the  individual  citi- 
zens of  such  State."  The  mode  of  taxation  dif- 
fering in  the  various  States,  the  decisions  will 
undoubtedly  vary,  and  will  not  likely  be  appli- 
cable to  all  cases. 

THE  NEW  COURT  HOUSE. 

During  the  past  municipal  year  considerable 
progress  has  been  made  in  the  work  upon  the 
new  court  building  for  Suffolk  county.  The 
erection  of  this  important  and  long-needed  pub- 
lic structure  was  authorized  by  Chapter  377  of 
the  Acts  of  1885,  and  by  Chapter  122  of  the  Acts 
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of  1886,  and  its  entire  cost  falls  upon  this  city,  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Chapter  22  of 
the  Puhlic  Statutes. 

The  demolition  of  the  buildings  standing  upon 
the  site,  which  was  commenced  early  in  the  sea- 
son, is  nearly  completed,  and  the  foundation- 
walls  of  about  one  half  of  the  new  building  have 
been  laid. 

The  plans  for  the  interior  of  the  new  structure 
meet  the  approval  of  those  most  interested. 
The  building  will  contain  two  court-rooms  for 
the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  eight  for  the  Su- 
perior Court,  one  for  the  Probate  Court,  and  five 
for  the  Municipal  Court,  together  with  the  nec- 
essary rooms  for  consultations,  clerks  of  the 
courts,  juries,  and  witnesses. 

Provision  will  also  be  made  for  the  Registry  of 
Deeds,  the  Social  Law  Library,  the  district-at- 
torney, and  the  Law  Department  of  the  city. 

The  accommodations  for  the  proper  transac- 
tion of  the  court  business  in  this  county  have 
long  been  pronounced  a  disgrace  to  the  city,  and 
it  is  a  subject  of  congraulation  by  judges,  law- 
yers, jurors  and  others,  that  work  upon  the  new 
building  is  being  prosecuted  with  vigor. 

Of  the  27  estates  included  in  the  site  taken, 
settlement  has  been  made  for  19,  at  a  cost  of 
$730,936.50.  There  has  been  paid  on  account  of 
construction  $59,912.86,  leaving  of  the  appropri- 
ation made  of  $850,000  a  balance  of  $59,150.64. 

The  appraised  value  of  the  estates  unsettled 
for  is  $290,500.  There  will  be  due  on  contracts 
already  made  for  construction  $275,000.  It  will 
be  seen  by  this  statement  that  an  additional  ap- 
propriation will  be  required  early  in  the  year. 

The  total  area  of  the  site,  as  enlarged  by  the 
last  Legislature,  to  accommodate  the  Probate 
Court  and  the  Registry  of  Deeds,  is  85,688  square 
feet.  Of  this  the  building  will  cover  65,346  square 
feet,  or  one  and  a  half  acres. 

To  construct  the  building  for  the  sum  men- 
tioned in  the  legislative  act— $1,500,000— will,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  commission  having  the  work 
in  charge,  require  the  most  rigid  economy  in 
both  ornamentation  and  construction. 

THE  PAVING  DEPARTMENT — GRADE    DAMAGES. 

There  has  been  a  noticeable  and  marked  im- 
provement in  the  management  of  the  Paving 
Department  during  the  year,  especially  when 
compared  with  the  very  loose  and  unbusiness- 
like management  of  previous  years.  This  favor- 
able change  has  been  brought  about  by  the  new 
charter,  which  gives  the  mayor  power  to  stop 
any  abuses  or  failure  on  the  part  of  the  super- 
intendent to  do  his  work  faithfully  and  hon- 
estly. The  Board  of  Aldermen,  as  Surveyors  of 
Highways,  still  have  the  power  to  force  on  the 
department  large  expenditures,  unless  closely 
watched.  A  simple  order,  raising  the  grade  of  a 
street,  generally  passed  by  the  Board  without 
even  an  objection,  may  be  an  expense  to  the 
city  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars.  This 
was  notably  the  case  in  the  change  of  the 
grade  of  Brookline  avenue  and  Beacon  street 
in  1884.  The  improvement  largely  increased 
the  value  of  all  property  in  the  vicinity, 
and,  with  few  exceptions,  the  abutters  could 
well  afford  to  release  all  grade  damages;  but 
the  work  was  commenced  without  chaining 
the  necessary  releases,  and  when  advanced  to  a 
point  where  it  could  not  be  stopped,  claims  for 
damages,  amounting  to  near  $700,000,  were  re- 
ceived, the  damages  asked  amounting  to  more 
than  the  assessed  valuation  of  the  land,  and  set- 
tlements have  been  made  that  have  already  cost 
the  city  a  large  sum  of  money,  with  others  still 
to  come.  I  consider  that  the  loose  manner  in 
which  this  work  was  commenced,  without  ob- 
taining the  necessary  releases  to  protect  the  city, 
and  the  unreasonable  claims  for  damages  asked, 
as  one  of  the  greatest  raids  upon  the  treasury  of 
recent  years.  It  had  not  the  fraudulent  odor  of 
Fisher  Mill,  but  it  has  already  cost  the  taxpav- 
ers  about  ten  times  the  amount  of  any  possible 
stealings  in  that  transaction.  For  the  future  it 
is  hoped  that  the  grade  of  no  street  will  be  alter- 
ed without  carefully  estimating  the  cost,  and 
guarantees  that  will  protect  the  treasury.    The 

feneral  work   in   the   Paving  Department  has 
een  conducted  with  economy  and  ability  under 
the  new  management. 

THE   PARK  DEPARTMENT. 

This  is  the  only  department  whose  work  has 
been  at  a  stand-still  during  the  year,  and  our 
park  system  has  made  no  progress  towards  com- 


pletion. The  last  Legislature  authorized  the  city 
of  Boston  to  borrow  $2,500,000  on  a  50-year  loan, 
outside  of  the  limit  of  indebtedness,  of  which 
only  $500,000  could  be  borrowed  in  one  year.  It 
required  a  two-thirds  vote  to  authorize  the  loan, 
and  the  Board  of  Aldermen  refused  to  do  so  by 
a  vote  of  seven  to  five,  and  it  was  defeated  for 
the  time  being  by  a  narrow-minded  faction.  I 
could  not  speak  truthfully  without  characteriz- 
ing it  in  this  way.  I  would  recommend  that  the 
City  Council  pass  an  order  authorizing  this  loan 
as  soon  as  possible.  If  this  is  done  at  an  early 
day  it  will  give  the  commissioners  time  to  ma- 
ture their  plans,  so  that  active  work  can  be 
commenced  early  in  the  spring. 

The  resumption  of  work  on  our  parks  has  be- 
come a  necessity,  and  I  feel  that  it  will  be  an 
incentive  to  the  members  of  the  City  Council  to 
push  this  work  forward  when  it  is  known  that 
a  large  portion  of  the  money  expended  will  be 
for  labor.  There  is  no  good  reason  why  the 
Back  Bay  Park  should  not  be  completed  at  an 
early  day,  and  active  work  on  the  Franklin 
Park  in  West  Roxbury,  and  the  water  park  at 
South  Boston  point,  would  complete  them  in  a 
few  years. 

THE  PUBLIC   SCHOOLS. 

The  limits  of  this  address  will  not  allow  the 
consideration  of  the  Department  of  Education 
the  time  and  attention  which  so  important  a 
subject  deserves.  With  regard  to  the  condition 
of  the  schools,  and  the  progress  in  their  special 
work,  I  may  briefly  state  that  there  never  was 
more  reason  to  be  proud  of  them  than  at  the 
present  time.  The  whole  machinery  of  the  pub- 
lic-school system  works  in  harmony.  The  city 
is  favored  with  a  most  efficient  School  Board, 
under  whose  management  the  schools  have  at- 
tained a  higher  standard  of  usefulness  than  ever 
before. 

Our  public  schools  show  a  remarkable  growth. 
In  1874-75  the  number  of  scholars  was  46,464.  In 
1885-86  the  number  was  61,259,  an  increase  in  11 
years  of  14,795,  or  an  average  of  1345  scholars  per 
year  during  that  time.  As  compared  with  last 
year  the  increase  has  been  1553  scholars.  There 
are  in  the  city  one  Normal,  ten  Latin  and  High, 
and  52  Grammar  schools,  and  463  Primary  school 
classes.  Besides  these,  there  are  the  following 
special  schools:  A  school  for  deaf  mutes,  a 
school  for  manual  training,  a  cooking  school, 
one  evening  High  school,  14  evening  elementary 
schools,  and  five  evening  drawing  schools. 

The  number  of  teachers  employed  was  1491. 
The  cost  for  running  the  schools  in  1885-1886  was 
$1,673,672.83,  and  the  City  Council  expended  the 
further  sum  of  $362,796.15  for  new  school  build- 
ings. The  average  cost  per  pupil  for  the  past 
year  was  $26.81,  which  is  a  reduction  of  $1.09 
from  the  cost  of  the  year  previous.  It  may  be 
interesting  to  state  here  that  10  years  ago  the 
average  cost  per  pupil  was  $34.82.  The  cost  last 
year  was  $28.81,  showing  a  reduction  of  about  25 
per  cent.  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  say  that  the 
saving  to  the  city  in  this  important  item  of  ex- 
penditure, while  every  want  has  been  supplied, 
has  been  due  to  prudent  economy  and  proper 
management  on  the  part  of  the  School  Commit- 
tee and  its  officers. 

The  demand  for  school  accommodations  con- 
tinues with  the  increase  in  our  population.  Last 
year  the  Martin  School,  on  Huntington  avenue, 
was  dedicated  and  tilled  with  pupils.  This 
building,  like  all  the  other  larger  schoolhouses 
which  have  been  built  in  late  years,  is  a  mag- 
nificent structure,  commodious  and  healthy,  an 
ornament  to  the  city,  as  well  as  a  comfort  to  the 
children  who  attend  it. 

The  subject  of  manual  training  is  receiving 
increased  attention,  and  classes  in  that  depart- 
ment are  established,  in  compliance  with  public 
demand  for  such  instruction,  as  fast  as  circum- 
stances will  allow.  There  are  now  one  of  these 
schools  for  boys,  and  one  cooking-school  for 
girls,  in  addition  to  others  supported  by  private 
individuals.  It  is  hoped  that  ultimately  a  spe- 
cial building  for  instruction  in  manual  training 
will  be  erected,  where  boys  may  receive  thor- 
ough and  substantial  instruction  in  this  impor- 
tant branch  of  practical  education. 

TRUANT    SCHOOL. 

This  is  a  subject  which  I  would  recommend 
to  your  immediate  attention.  The  necessary 
steps  ought  to  be  taken  without  delay  to  provide 
a  suitable  school,  properly  located,  for  truant 
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children.  Some  few  years  ago  the  School  Com- 
mittee applied  for  a  transfer  of  the  Truant 
School  from  the  quarters  on  Deer  Island,  which 
had  been  devoted  to  that  purpose,  to  some 
other  location,  where  the  children  would  not  he 
inflicted  with  the  odium  which  is  naturally 
attached  to  them  as  inmates  of  the  institutions 
on  Deer  Island.  No  action  was  taken  in  the 
matter.  It  is  no  longer,  however,  a  thing  of 
choice. 

The  Legislature  during  the  last  session  enac- 
ted a  mandatory  statute,  which  says  that,  upon 
request  of  the  School  Committee,  "the  city  of 
Boston  shall  forthwith"  "establish,"  "at  some 
place  removed  from  institutions  occupied  by 
criminal  or  vicious  persons,"  a  truant  school. 
The  School  Committee  has  again  applied  since 
the  passage  of  the  law,  and  the  request  is  now 
in  the  hands  of  the  City  Council.  It  is  evidently 
unjust  to  children  undergoing  correction  for 
truancy  to  bring  them  into  contact  and  associa- 
tion with  criminals.  I  would,  therefore,  urge 
your  immediate  attention  to  this  matter,  and 
the  establishment  of  a  truant  school  in  con- 
formity with  the  law. 

If  time  permitted  many  other  topics  might  be 
discussed  under  the  head  of  schools.  They  are 
thoroughly  treated  in  the  quarterly  reports 
issued  by  the  School  Board,  and  I  would  recom- 
mend all  citizens  to  read  those  documents, 
which  contain  complete  information  regarding 
the  Department  of  Public  Schools. 

THE  NEW  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

The  new  Public  Library  has  made  slow  pro- 
gress. It  is  about  four  years  since  the  appropria- 
tion was  made,  and  the  foundation  for  the  build- 
ing lias  only  been  completed.  The  trustees  of 
the  Library  have  the  approval  of  the  plans  and 
specifications,  and  the  work  is  under  the  charge 
of  the  city  architect.  It  would  make  this  in- 
augural altogether  too  long  to  go  into  any  de- 
tailed explanation ;  and  I  refer  to  the  statement 
of  the  trustees  and  the  city  architect,  in  the 
Appendix,  for  further  information.  The  trus- 
tees are  well-known  citizens.  They  have  ren- 
dered important  and  valuable  services  for  many 
years  in  Duilding  up  this  institution:  and,  as 
they  are  actively  engaged  in  other  pursuits,  it 
was,  perhaps,  asking  too  much  of  their  time  to 
put  this  building  responsibility  upon  them.  I 
regret  that  the  progress  has  been  so  slow.  Our 
citizens  are  looking  anxiously  for  the  comple- 
tion of  this  addition  to  Boston's  noble  structures 
for  the  elevation  and  improvement  of  her  citi- 
zens. 

I  believe  the  work  would  make  greater  and 
better  progress  if  it  was  placed  under  the 
charge  of  a  commission,  to  be  paid  for  services 
rendered.  There  is  still  on  band  about  $375,000 
of  the  appropriation,  and  it  is  questionable  if 
much  of  this  will  be  expended  the  coming  year. 
Would  it  not  be  good  policy  to  transfer  a  portion 
of  it  to  the  new  Court  House  until  it  can  be  re- 
placed next  year,  when  the  limit  of  indebted- 
ness will  admit  of  it?  The  Court  House  is  cer- 
tainly as  great  a  necessity  as  the  Public  Library, 
and  the  work  on  the  Court  House  is  making 
good  progress. 

In  my  inaugural  last  year  I  suggested  an  in- 
crease in  the  number  o  I'  trustees,  and  I  still  be- 
lieve this  increase  should  he  made.  Nine  mem- 
bers.one  third  renewable  every  year,  would  con- 
stitute a  board  none  too  large  for  the  exclusive 
control  of  such  a  great  enterprise.  The  larger 
number  and  more  frequent  changes  would  also 
give  the  necessary  infusion  of  new  energy  and 
practical  ideas.  Small  boards,  holding  for  long 
terms,  are  unsuited  to  our  institutions,  as  they 
almost  invariably  degenerate  into  close  corpora- 
tions. The  Public.  Library  requires  an  annual 
appropriation,  and  its  management  should  truth- 
fully represent  the  constituencies  which  pro- 
vide the  means. 

THE  WATER  DEPARTMENT. 

The  reports  from  the  Water  Department  are 
very  satisfactory.  Notwithstanding  the  drought 
during  the  summer  months,  the  quality  of  the 
water  has  been  excellent  on  the  line  of  Lake 
Cochituate  and  the  Sudbury  river,  but  no  im- 
provement has  been  made  in  the  Mystic  supply, 
or  is  likely  to  be  made.  Neighboring  cities  and 
towns  are  beginning  to  realize  the  fact  that  the 
Mystic  supply  will  be  almost  worthless  in  a  few 
years,  and  another  effort  will  be  made  to  substi- 
tute the  Shawsheen  in  its  place.    So  far  as  Bos- 


ton is  concerned  the  Sudbury-river  supply  is 
quite  equal  to  our  wants,  and  will  be  for  some 
time  to  come.  The  most  important  information 
to  water-takers  is  the  announcement  that  the 
rates  for  1887  will  be  reduced  to  a  point  lower 
than  was  ever  before  reached.  The  saving  to 
water-takers  over  the  rates  of  1885  being  about 
$125,000,  or  an  average  of  about  10  per  cent. 

STONY  BROOK. 

Last  February  an  unprecedented  freshet  oc- 
curred in  the  Roxbury  district,  overflowing  the 
banks  of  Stony  brook,  and  Hooding  about  63  acres 
of  territory,  on  which  were  1437  buildings,  occu- 
pied by  3090  families.  By  request  of  the  City 
Council  1  appointed  a  commission  of  three  emi- 
nent civil  engineers  to  examine  the  whole  sub- 
ject of  the  surface-drainage  of  that  region,  and 
see  if  a  plan  could  he  devised  for  preventing 
such  Hood  in  future.  On  August  2  I  transmitted 
their  report  for  the  consideration  and  action  of 
the  City  Council.  Numerous  suits  against  the 
city  have  been  commenced,  claiming  compensa- 
tion, and  raising  important  questions,  to  be  de- 
termined by  the  courts.  Leaving  these  ques- 
tions out  of  consideration,  no  one  can  doubt  the 
necessity  of  immediate  action  to  make  the  re- 
currence of  such  a  disaster  impossible.  The  sum 
required  by  the  commissioners'  estimate  is  a 
large  one ;  hut,  if  necessary  to  protect  the  prop- 
erty and  health  of  so  many  of  our  fellow-citi- 
zens, it  should  be  promptly  provided.  In  accord- 
ance with  the  request  of  the  Council  I  have,  on 
behalf  of  the  city,  petitioned  the  Legislature  for 
such  additional  legislation  as  may  be  needed, 
and  I  renew  my  recommendation  that  a  special 
committee  be  appointed  to  see  what  further  ac- 
tion is  necessary  to  carry  out  the  proposed  im- 
provement. 

THE  PRINTING  DEPARTMENT. 

The  work  in  this  department  is  very  satisfac- 
tory with  one  exception, — the  printing  of  the 
Proceedings  of  the  City  Council.  There  is  not 
only  great  delay  in  their  publication,  but  the 
type  and  style  are  not  consistent  with  other  docu- 
ments printed  for  the  city.  At  the  same  time 
the  cost  is  some  S'JOOO  or  $10,000  per  year,  besides 
the  expense  of  reporting.  It  appears  to  me  that, 
instead  of  publishing  in  a  daily  paper  of  com- 
paratively small  circulation,  at  least  $5000  per 
year  could  be  saved  by  publishing  in  the  form  of 
a  City  Hall  Bulletin,  to  contain  such  information 
as  proposals  for  contracts  for  work  to  be  done 
for  the  several  departments,  committee  meet- 
ings and  such  other  information  as  may  he  of 
importance  to  the  general  public;  copies  of 
which  might  be  had  of  the  city  messenger,  by 
all  those  desirous  of  procuring  them,  at  a  small 
price;  the  members  of  the  City  Council  and 
heads  of  departments  to  be  supplied  with  the 
requisite  number  for  the  proper  transaction  of 
the  city's  business  free  of  charge.  In  this  way, 
besides  a  saving  of  one-half  the  present  cost,  the 
work  could  be  done  in  a  creditable  manner  by 
the  city  printers. 

INVESTIGATIONS  OF  CITY  COUNCIL. 

A  system  of  investigating  departments  has 
become  quite  a  prominent  feature  of  the  City 
Council  the  past  year,  anil  when  urged  to  cor- 
rect abuses  that  may  exist,  to  expose  fraud  and 
corruption,  mismanagement  and  extravagance, 
the  results  cannot  be  otherwise  than  beneficial. 
It  is  only  when  a  vindictive  or  partisan  spirit  is 
at  the  bottom  of  these  investigations  that  they 
are  objectionable.  The  integrity  of  no  man 
should  he  questioned  without  good  reason,  and 
no  head  of  a  department  is  fit  to  hold  such  a 
position  unless  he  is  ready  at  all  times  to  give 
a  full  and  complete  account  of  his  stewardship. 
I  believe  that  the  officials  at  the  head  of  the 
city  departments  are  not  only  men  of  integrity 
but  faithful  in  the  performance  of  ther  duty. 
Every  department,  however,  should  be  so  con- 
ducted as  to  fear  no  investigation  that  may  be 
instituted.  Their  records,  accounts  and  manner 
of  doing  business  should  be  open  to  the  inspec- 
tion of  every  member  of  the  legislative  branch, 
and  no  obstacle  should  be  placed  in  the  way  of 
any  committee  of  the  City  Council  to  obtain  lull 
and  correct  information  of  the  work  done  in  the 
different  departments.  The  "Complaint  Book" 
opened  two  years  ago  in  the  office  of  the  mayor, 
also  affords  our  citizens  an  opportunity  to  make 
known  any  neglect  on  the  part  of  city  officials. 
I  have  always  found  the  heads  of  departments 
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ready  and  willing  to  co-operate  with  me  in  this 
work,  and  no  complaint  has  been  made  that  has 
not  been  investigated  and  satisfactorily  ex- 
plained and  adjusted. 

THE  EAST  BOSTON  FERRIES. 

The  East  Boston  ferry  management  has  occu- 
pied considerable  of  the  time  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil the  past  year.  The  mayor  was  ordered  to  go 
back  to  1883,  1884,  and  afterwards  amended  to 
include  1885,  and  investigate  the  work  done  hi 
that  department  in  those  years.  The  Board  of 
Aldermen,  not  satisfied  with  the  mayor's  inves- 
tigation, also  investigated  the  work  done  in  that 
department  for  the  same  years.  No  fault  what- 
ever has  been  found  with  the  management  or 
the  work  done  in  1886. 

I  wish  to  put  on  record,  so  far  as  the  investi- 
gation of  the  mayor  is  concerned,  that,  before 
moving  a  single  step  in  the  matter,  I  consulted 
the  corporation  counsel,  one  of  the  most  faith- 
ful and  efficient  officers  in  the  employ  of  the 
city,  and,  at  my  request,  he  conducted  the  in- 
vestigation, was  present  at  every  meeting,  and 
every  effort  was  made  to  ascertain  if  there  was 
any  fraud  or  corruption.  If  such  evidence  had 
been  found  the  corporation  counsel  would  have 
placed  the  matter  immediately  before  the  grand 
jury- 

The  evidence,  which  was  very  voluminous, 
showed  that  there  was  no  head  to  that  depart- 
ment. The  sub-committees  of  the  trustees  con- 
sidered themselves  only  responsible  for  the  work 
done  by  such  committees,  and  frequently  that 
work  was  left  in  the  hands  of  the  chairman  with 
full  powers.  With  a  responsibility  so  divided 
there  was  gross  carelessness,  waste,  and  mis- 
management. On  the  second  investigation  no 
important  facts  were  ascertained  that  wxere  not 
made  known  at  the  investigation  by  the  mayor, 
under  the  direction  of  the  corporation  counsel. 

I  believed  then  that  the  ferries  could  be  better 
managed  under  a  superintendent  responsible  to 
the  mayor,  and  recommended  such  a  change  to 
members  of  the  City  Council,  but  the  Council 
refused  to  pass  the  ordinance.  Failing  in  this,  I 
immediately  appointed  an  entire  new  board, 
and,  under  the  management  of  that  new  board, 
no  department  of  the  city  government  has  been 
more  faithfully  served. 

Three  directors  have  been  compelled  to  man- 
age the  ferries  almost  the  entire  year.sinstead  of 
five  provided  for  by  the  ordinances,  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  refusing  to  confirm.  This  has  put 
more  work  on  three  men  than  the  city  ought  to 
ask,  when  such  services  are  gratuitious ;  but  I 
am  satisfied  no  part  of  the  work  has  been  neg- 
lected. 

MAIN  DRAINAGE  WORKS. 

The  main  drainage  works  have  continued  to 
operate  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  During  the 
past  year  special  machinery  has  been  devised 
for  flushing  the  intercepting  sewers,  and  other 
appliances  are  under  consideration  which,  when 
completed,  will  facilitate  the  operation  of  the 
works. 

To  utilize  these  works  to  their  full  capacity, 
much  remains  to  be  done  to  correct  radical  de- 
fects in  the  common  sewers.  To  do  this  careful 
surveys  and  studies  will  first  need  to  be  made, 
in  order  to  devise  suitable  plans,  and  as  the  time 
required  to  make  them  will  be  considerable 
they  should  be  begun  at  once.  As  soon  as  prac- 
ticable, after  the  changes  needed  shall  have 
been  determined  upon,  the  work  should  be  com- 
menced and  proceeded  with  from  year  to  year 
till  completed. 

From  an  economic  point  of  view,  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  a  scheme  of  sewers,  em- 
bracing the  whole  city,  should  be  decided  upon 
and  adopted,  hi  order  that  all  sewers  being  built 
from  year  to  year  may  conform  to  a  general 
plan,  which,  when  finished,  will  make  a  system 
complete  in  all  its  details. 

I  therefore  recommend  that  the  city  engineer 
be  directed  to  make  the  necessary  surveys  and 
studies.  The  subject  to  be  reported  upon  by 
him  in  print  to  the  City  Council  for  further 
action. 

MOUNT  HOPE  AND  CEDAR  GROVE  CEMETERIES. 

It  seems  probable  that  the  time  has  come  for 
some  change  in  regard  to  the  management  of 
our  public  cemeteries.  By  Public  Statutes,  Chap- 
ter 82,  Section  9,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  every 
city  to  "provide  one  or  more  suitable  places  for 


the  interment  of  persons  dying  within  its  lim- 
its." Of  late  years  this  duty  really  refers  only 
to  paupers,  and  to  those  cases  where  a  single 
grave  is  required,  shice  the  great  majority  of 
our  citizens  have  secured  burial  privileges  in 
some  one  of  the  great  cemeteries  which  are 
managed  by  corporations. 

The  city,  however,  besides  inheriting  several 
local  graveyards  from  cities  or  towns  annexed 
to  Boston,  has  for  some  30  years  maintained 
Mt.  Hope  Cemetery  as  a  public  graveyard  of  the 
old  style.  Some  paupers  are  buried  there,  some 
single  graves  sold,  and  many  lots  have  been  sold 
to  individuals. 

This  cemetery  was  established  as  a  private 
speculation,  and  was  bought  in  August,  1S57,  for 
§35,000,  by  the  city.  In  its  84  acres,  there  were 
then  423  lots  sold  and  reserved.  At  present  there 
are  probably  over  2000  such  lots. 

It  appears  that  the  city  has  appropriated  in  28 
years  since  the  first  purchase  $372,800,  to  carry 
on  the  yard,  and  for  the  last  10  years  the  average 
appropriation  has  been  $14,844. 

In  these  28  years  the  sales  of  lots  amounts  to $184,829 

Sale  of  graves 33.221 

For  care  of  lots,  etc 150,086 

§368,136 
Add  city  appropriations 372,800 

$740,936 

or,  as  otherwise  shown  in  the  last  10  years,  the 
average  expenditure  is  $32,245. 

It  will  be  readily  understood  that  this  expen- 
diture is  mainly  for  the  benefit  of  the  lot-owners, 
and  that  hi  the  future  this  expense  will  increase 
and  the  revenue  from  sales  be  diminished.  As 
the  proceeds  of  sales  have  been  treated  as  in- 
come, there  will  be  steadily  less  land  to  sell  and 
more  to  take  care  of,  making  it  necessary  to  in- 
crease the  amount  contributed  by  the  city  out  of 
the  money  raised  by  taxation.  The  city  has  also 
$22,000  invested  in  trust  for  taking  care  of  lots, 
but  the  expense  exceeds  the  income. 

It  would  seem  prudent,  therefore,  to  try  to 
place  this  matter  in  the  hands  of  the  parties  in- 
terested, acting  as  a  private  corporation,  reserv- 
ing here  or  elsewhere  a  place  for  the  burial  of 
paupers  or  strangers. 

As  this  requires  considerable  attention  and 
new  legislation,  I  would  suggest,  first,  that  I  be 
authorized  to  petition  the  Legislature  for  an  act 
empowering  the  city  to  make  any  change  it  may 
find  necessary ;  and  secondly,  that  I  be  allowed 
to  appoint  an  unpaid  commission  to  consider  the 
subject  and  to  report  a  plan  which  shall  be  fair 
to  the  lot-holders,  and  yet  shall  relieve  the  city 
treasury. 

PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

The  public  institutions  have  been  carefully 
and  economically  administered  during  the  year. 
Naturally  the  number  who  call  for  permanent 
care  from  the  city  increases  every  year,  and  this 
year  the  increase  in  our  insane  and  pauper  cases 
has  been  very  great.  While  the  appropriations 
for  the  Insane  Hospital  and  pauper  institutions 
will  not  be  sufficient  for  their  maintenance,  bv 
rigid  economy  in  other  departments,  a  transfer 
only  will  be  required  from  one  department  to 
another,  and  the  institutions  can  be  maintained 
on  the  total  sum  granted  by  the  City  Council. 

Slow  progress  has  been  made  with  the  Home 
for  Paupers  on  Long  Island,  but  it  is  now  rapid- 
ly approaching  completion,  and  will  be  ready 
for  occupation  in  the  spring. 

Your  attention  is  respectfully  called  to  the 
utterly  inadequate  hospital  accommodations  at 
Rainsford  Island,  the  building  used  for  that  pur- 
pose being  unworthy  the  name,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  prompt  measures  will  be  taken  by  the  City 
Council  to  remedy  the  very  urgent  wants  of  this 
institution. 

AVith  hospital  accommodations  at  Rainsford 
Island,  the  removal  of  the  female  paupers  to  the 
Long  Island  Home,  from  Austin  Farm,  and  the 
occupation  of  Austin  Farm  as  an  annex  to  the 
overcrowded  South  Boston  Lunatic  Hospital, 
the  institutions  will  be  in  good  condition  for 
some  years  to  come. 

BOARD  OF  REGISTRARS  OF  VOTERS. 

The  duties  of  this  board,  as  noted  in  a  former 
address,  are  wholly  defined  by  statute,  and  con- 
tinue to  be  performed  hi  an  impartial  and  satis- 
factory manner.  Quarters  have  been  assigned 
the  department  in  the  new  city  building,  on 
Beacon  street,  where,  with  better  facilities  and 
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more  spacious  apartments,  situated  on  the  first 
floor,  the  puhlic  will  be  much  better  accommo- 
dated in  the  future  than  it  has  been  in  the  past. 

CONCLUSION. 

In  the  appendix  will  be  found  a  synopsis  of  the 
work  done  in  the  different  departments.  -I  might 
allude  to  this  work  at  greater  length,  but  it 
would  occupy  too  much  of  your  time.  The 
Sewer  Department,  it  will  be  seen,  has  been  par- 
ticularly active.  To  conduct  the  affairs  of  a 
great  city  like  Boston,  with  all  the  responsibili- 
ties of  the  new  charter,  is  no  trifling  work.  To 
understand  and  keep  the  run  of  the  different 
departments  is  a  great  undertaking  for  any  one 
man.  I  feel,  however,  after  the  practical  ex- 
perience and  knowledge  obtained  by  many  years 
of  study  and  service,  that  I  am  equal  to  the  task. 
I  promise  you,  gentlemen  of  the  City  Council,  a 
faithful  co-operation  in  everything;  that  will  add 
to  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  our  city.  I 
trust  and  hope  that  the  legislative  and  execu- 
tive branches  of  the  city  government  will  work 
in  harmony ;  but  under  any  circumstances  I  shall 
fearlessly  perform  my  duty  without  regard  to 
consequences. 
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Appendix   A , 

Boston  Water  Board  Office,  Dec.  17, 1886. 
Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Sir, — In  response  to  your  request  of  the  15th 
inst.  for  information  respecting  the  work  of  this 
department  during  the  current  year,  we  have  to 
say  that  the  ordinary  operations  of  the  depart- 
ment in  the  way  of  care  and  maintenance  have 
been  attended  by  few  incidents  out  of  the  usual 
course. 

The  expenses,  notwithstanding  the  works  have 
grown  in  extent,  have  been  somewhat  less  than 
in  the  preceding  year. 

The  extension  of  mains,  especially  in  the  out- 
lying districts,  have  exceeded  those  of  any  re- 
cent year,  and  a  new  appropriation,  to  meet  the 
inevitably  large  demands  of  the  coming  year, 
will  at  once  be  required. 

The  new  reservoir.  No.  4,  in  Ashland,  has 
proved  a  valuable  addition  to  the  water  works. 
The  Farm-pond  conduit  has  been  completed, 
and  is  used  when  desirable.  The  removal  of 
shallow  flowage  in  Basin  3,  has  been  completed 
at  an  aggregate  cost  of  about  $130,000,  and  we 
anticipate  good  results  in  the  improvement  of 
the  quality  of  the  water  on  that  branch  of  the 
supply.  We  are  maturing  plans  for  further  im- 
provement at  Lake  Cochituate  and  elsewhere, 
which  will  be  presented  to  the  City  Council  in 
due  time. 

The  new  high-service  works  have  been  pushed 
as  rapidly  as  possible.  Fisher-hill  reservoir  will 
be  completed  in  ample  time. 

The  engines  and  pumps,  contracted  for  by  the 
Holly  Manufacturing  Company,  are  in  process 
of  construction.  Plans  for  the  engine-house  at 
Chestnut  Hill  are  nearly  ready,  contracts  will 
soon  be  made,  and  we  anticipate  that  the  greatly 
needed  increase  of  the  capacity  of  our  general 
high  service  may  be  accomplished  next  autumn. 
The  special  high  service  ordered  for  West  Box- 
bury  has  been  completed,  and  will  be  put  in  ser- 
vice Dec.  20.  Its  cost  will  be  less  than  the 
amount  appropriated,  $45,000. 

The  necessity  of  an  increased  and  improved 
supply  for  the  Mystic  Department  has  had  a 
new  manifestation  by  the  low  state  of  the  lake 
during  the  autumn,  and  the  conspicuously  un- 
satisfactory condition  of  the  feeders  during  the 
partial  drought  which  prevailed.  The  cities  of 
Chelsea  and  Somerville  and  the  town  of  Everett 
have,  at  our  suggestion,  for  the  first  time  given 
active  consideration  to  the  matter,  and,  having 
become  fully  satisfied  that  our  previous  action 
was  wise,  have  united  with  Boston  in  a  petition 
to  the  Legislature  for  a  grant  of  the  waters  of 
the  Shawsheen  river. 

The  matter  of  pollutions  on  both  systems  lias 
received  constant  attention,  and  a  large  num- 
berjhave  been  wholly  averted  or  ameliorated. 

Pegan  brook,  particularly,  lias  been  improved  to 

such  an  extent  that  we   anticipate   no   further 

trouble  from  it.    In  that  case  it  was  necessary  to 

invoke  the  aid  of  the  courts. 


We  have  endeavored  to  actively  interest  the 
towns  of  Fr'amingham  and  Marlboro  in  a  more 
speedy  settlement  of  the  drainage  questions 
than  would  result  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
things,  and  from  the  outcome  of  our  conferences 
with  the  selectmen,  in  town  meetings  and  other- 
wise, we  are  encouraged  to  believe  that  substan- 
tial progress  may  be  looked  for  in  the  near  fu- 
ture. 

We  shall  soon  present  a  recommendation  to 
the  City  Council  for  the  construction  of  a  new 
reservoir.  The  locality  to  be  recommended  is 
not  yet  selected,  and  will  depend  on  surveys  in 
progress.  Though  a  new  reservoir  is  not  a  press- 
ing necessity,  yet,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
construction  would  require  three  or  four  years, 
and  that  contingencies  of  accident  to  works  or 
local  deterioration  of  water  may  occur,  it  is 
deemed  sound  policy  to  gradually  enlarge  the 
works  sufficiently  in  advance  of  immediate 
wants  to  provide  amply  for  the  future. 

The  water  rates  for  1887  will  be  reduced  to  a 
point  lower  than  was  ever  before  reached ;  the 
saving  to  water-takers  over  the  rates  of  1885 
being  about  $125,000,  or  an  average  of  about  10 
per  cent. 

Respectfullv  submitted, 
Boston  Water  Board,  by 

H.  T.  Rockwell,  Chairman. 
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Office  of  the  Water  Registrar,        1 
City  Hall,  Boston,  Dec.  17, 1886. 1 
Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

In  response  to  your  request  under  date  ot  the 
15th,  I  beg  to  say  that  the  condition  of  this, de- 
partment during  the  past  year  is  most  gratify- 
ing, and  the  outlook  for  the  coining  year  is 
equally  encouraging. 

The  liberal  policy  recommended  in  your  last 
annual  address,  and  adopted  by  our  Board,  in 
the  matter  of  reduction  in  the  rates  to  all  classes 
of  water-takers,  and  particularly  to  the  indus- 
trial interests,  has  largely  increased  the  prosper- 
ity of  the  department.    For  instance : 

Revenue  in  1885,  was 81,132,292  58 

Revenue  in  1886,  was 1,080,930  82 

851,361  76 
The  anticipated  decrease  of  revenue  by  the 
reduction  of  rates  in  January  last,  l.  e.  6  per 
cent  to  schedule  takers,  and  10  per  cent  to  meter 
takers,  was  $85,000,  while  the  results  indicate  a 
loss  of  but  $51,561.82,  or  5  per  cent,  clearly  show- 
ing that  the  policy  of  furnishing  water  at  the 
lowest  rate  possible  will  be  followed  by  corres- 
pondingly increased  sales  of  water. 

The  demand  for  the  extension  of  mam  pipes, 
also  for  service,  elevator,  and  motor  pipes,  dur- 
ing the  year,  has  been  largely  in  excess  of  the 
usual  average,  showing  a  constant  and  growing 
prosperity.  ,  .,,-, 

The  annual  report  of  the  department  will  be 
submitted  to  the  City  Council  early  in  the  year, 
and  will  set  forth  in  detail  the  work  of  the  whole 
department.  Very  respectfully, 

William  F.  Davis, 
Water  Registrar. 

Appendix  C. 

Office  of  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  1 
Boston,  Dec.  16, 1886.  I 

Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Sir,— The  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  in 
reply  to  your  request  of  the  15th  inst.,  have  to 
submit  the  following  concerning  their  work 
during  this  municipal  year :  The  principal  im- 
provements effected  are  the  extension  of  Stam- 
ford street  to  Causeway  street,  the  extension  of 
Hanver  street  to  the  Chelsea  ferry,  the  comple- 
tion of  the  laving  out  of  Boylston  street  over  the 
Boston  &  Albany  railroad,  the  extension  of 
Humboldt  avenue  to  Walnut  avenue,  the  open- 
ing of  Whitmore  street  from  Kneeland  to  Har- 
vard street,  the  extension  of  Ward  street  from 
Parker  street  to  Huntington  avenue,  and  the 
opening  of  Mayo  street  from  Castle  street  to 
Cobb  street.  These  together  were  estimated  to 
cost,  for  land  and  building  damages,  $290,218. 

Several  smaller  widenings  and  changes  in  the 
streets  of  the  city  have  aggregated  $12,300,  as 
estimated  damages.  . 

The  commissioners  have  begun  upon  the  wid- 
ening of  Harrison  avenue  from  Essex  street  to 
Beach  street,  estimating  the  cost  of  what  has 
been  been  done  so  far  at  $10,270. 


JANUARY     3,     1887 


IX 


In  the  city,  for  the  most  part  in  Roxbury,  Dor- 
chester, Brighton,  East  Boston,  and  West  Rox- 
bury, the  commissioners  have  made  public 
streets  of  31,889  feet,  or  about  six  miles  of  private 
ways.  , 

very  respectfully, 

Isaac  S.  Burrell, 
John  P.  Dore. 
Street  Commissioners. 


Appendix  D. 

Office  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of) 
East  Boston  Ferries, 

East  Boston,  Dec.  18, 1886.     ) 
Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor, 

Dear  Sir,— The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  East 
Boston  ferries  have  the  honor  to  acknowlege  the 
receipt  of  your  communication  of  Dec.  15,  and  in 
reply  would  respectfully  report,  that,  on  taking 
charge  of  the  department  we  found  the  property 
in  a  fair  condition,  except  the  piers  at  the  South 
ferry,  on  East  Boston  side. 

These  piers  need  extensive  repairs,  and  the 
Board  will  be  obliged  to  ask  for  an  appropriation 
of  §15,000  to  do  the  work.  This  would  make  all 
the  slips  in  good  condition. 

We  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to 
the  condition  of  steamer  Lincoln,  which  we 
found  in  a  very  unsafe  condition,  and  not  fit  for 
ferry  purposes,  and  also  to  our  communication 
of  Oct.  1,  1886,  in  regard  to  this  boat. 

With  a  new  boat  in  the  Lincoln's  place  we 
should  have  a  fine  fleet  of  boats,  all  in  good 
order. 

We  respectfully  renew  the  recommendation 
of  the  former  boards,  for  a  new  head-house  on 
East  Boston  side  of  the  North  ferry,  the  present 
structure  being  ill-adapted  to  the  increasing 
business  of  the  Ferry  Department. 

With  the  improvements  recommended  the 
ferry  property  will  be  in  first-class  condition. 

We  would  respectfully  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  for  1886, 
with  a  statement  of  our  appropriation  at  this 
date: 

RECEIPTS. 

From  tolls  from  Jan.  1.  1886,  to  Dec.  17, 
1886 8158,112  68 

Estimated,  from  Dee.  17,  1886,  to  Jan.  1, 
1887 6,000  00 

Rent  due  and  payable  Dec.  31,1886 523  33 

#164,636  01 

EXPENDITURES    TO    DATE. 

For  current  expenses,  repairs,  etc §187,147  07 

For  new  head-house 105  44 

#187,252  51 


APPRORIATION. 

For  1886-87.  for  current  expenses #190,000  00 

Expended  to  Dec.  1 $119,223  19 

Drafts  this  month  to  date 9,260  14 

128,483  33 

Balance  unexpended #61,516  67 

Respectfully  submitted, 

By  order  of  the  board, 

A.  C.  Whitney,  President. 

Appendix     E. 

Office  of  the  Clerk  of  Committees, 
City  of  Boston,  City  Hall, 

Dec.  18,  1886. 
To  His  Honor  Mayor  Hugh  O'Brien. 

Dear  Sir,— In  response  to  your  request  for  a 
statement  regarding  the  work  of  this  depart- 
ment for  the  past  year,  I  can  only  say  that  the 
work  itself  has  been  much  the  same  m  charac- 
ter as  heretofore ;  consisting  mainly  in  attend- 
ance upon  the  various  committees  of  the  City 
Council,  and  the  preparation  of  their  reports 
and  papers  for  presentation  to  the  City  Council. 
I  may  remark,  however,  that  the  past  year  had 
been  an  exceptional  one  as  regards  the  amount 
of  labor  which  the  office  has  performed. 

We  have  had  charge  of  a  larger  number  of 
committees  this  year  than  ever  before,  number- 
ing in  all  52  standing  committees  and  29  special 
committees ;  the  number  of  committee  meetings 
called  up  to  date  has  been  798.  (The  nearest  ap- 
proach to  this  latter  number  was  in  1884,  when 
there  were  708  meetings  called  during  the  entire 
year.)  The  number  of  papers  referred  to  the 
various  committees  has  aggregated  1496,  exclu- 
sive of  a  large  number  of  petitions,  and  substan- 


tially this  entire  number  has  been  considered 
and  reported  on. 

Among  special  matters  of  importance,  entail- 
ing considerable  labor  upon  the  office  and  the 
respective  committees  having  the  matters  in 
charge,  may  he  mentioned  the  annual  public 
celebrations  on  the  17th  of  June  and  the  Fourth 
of  July,  the  hearing  before  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Health  in  regard  to  restricting  the  importa- 
tion of  foreign  rags,  the  investigation  of  the 
management  of  the  East  Boston  ferries  and  the 
reception  of  President  Cleveland. 

The  more  important  city  publications  that 
have  been  prepared  and  issued  under  the  super- 
vision of  different  committees  and  the  clerk  in- 
clude—the Revised  Ordinances  of  1885,  the  City 
Charter,  the  Municipal  Register,  the  Garrison 
Memorial,  the  reprint  of  the  volume  of  Special 
Statutes  relating  to  the  city,  and  the  Index  to 
the  City  Documents. 

As  to  the  "wants  of  the  office  prospectively,"  I 
can  only  say  that,  should  the  work  continue  to 
increase  in  the  proportion  of  the  past  year,  addi- 
tional assistance  will  be  a  necessity. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

James  L.  Hillard, 
Clerk  of  Committees. 


Appendix  F. 

Office  of  Superintendent    ) 

Public  Buildings, 
City  of  Boston,  Dec.  18, 1886.  ) 
Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Dear  Sir, — In  compliance  with  your  request  of 
the  15th  inst.,  viz.,  "to  give  you  a  brief  statement 
of  facts  of  work  done  in  this  department  the 
past  year  and  its  wants  prospectively,"  I  have 
the  honor  to  submit  the  following:  There  are 
149  buildings,  known  as  public  buildings,  which 
are  used  for  office  purposes,  police  stations,  Fire 
Department,  Library,  etc.  There  has  been  ex- 
pended on  these  buildings  the  past  year  for 
rents,  repairs,  care,  and  cleaning,  fuel,  alter- 
ations, and  furniture  and  furnishing,  the  sum  of 
§106,870.51.  The  amount  expended  for  1885  was 
$120,084.99,  or  $13,214.48  more  than  1886.  The  gen- 
eral care  of  the  schoolhouses  is  also  under  the 
charge  of  this  department. 

They  number  176.  The  amount  expended  on 
the  same  the  past  year  has  been  $160,964.66.  The 
amount  expended  for  the  year  1885  was  $189,- 
084.99,  or  $28,120.33  more  than  in  1886.  The  gen- 
eral condition  of  the  buildings  is  good,  although 
there  are  improvements  contemplated  when  the 
appriations  will  admit. 

The  amount  expended  on  the  county  buildings 
for  rents,  furniture,  repairs,  care,  and  supplies 
the  past  year  has  been  $39,740.76,  $14,400  of  which 
is  for  rent  of  leased  buildings. 

There  will  be  required  for  the  Health  Depart- 
ment, for  increased  stable  accommodations  at 
the  south  and  west  stables,  $50,000.  The  super- 
intendent of  health  now  has  to  keep  a  great 
many  horses  in  the  sheds  for  want  of  stable 
room.  At  the  west  stable  a  new  building  will 
have  to  be  erected,  as  the  old  one  has  become  so 
dilapidated  that  it  is  not  worth  repairing.  These 
are  the  only  additional  expenses  besides  the  or- 
dinary requirements  of  the  department  that 
have  been  brought  to  my  attention  tr >  the  pres- 
ent time.  Respectfully  submitted, 
James  C.  Tucker, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 


Appendix   <i. 

Collector's  Department,  City  Hall,  I 
Boston,  Dec.  17,  1886.  I 

Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Dear  Sir,— The  assessments  committed  to  the 
collector  for  the  financial  year  beginning  May  1, 
1886,  exclusive  of  Cochicuate  water  rates, 
amount  to  $10,048,417.02.  Of  this  amount  there 
has  been  collected  to  Dec.  1,  1886,  $7,905,492.79  or 
78  7-10  per  cent ;  abated  $64,006.30,  or  6-10  of  1  per 
cent;  uncollected,  $2,078,857.93,  or  20  7-10  per 
cent,  showing  a  gain  in  collections,  as  com- 
pared with  last  year,  of  1  4-10  per  cent,  a  de- 
crease in  abatement  of  3-10  of  1  per  cent,  and 
1  1-10  per  cent  less  remaining  uncollected. 

The  amount  committed  includes  the  State, 
city,  and  county  tax  of  1880,  $9,007,941.40,  of  which 
to  Dec.  18,  1886,  inclusive,  $7,469,912.76  has  been 
collected,  and  the  national  bank  taxes,  $793,- 
134.05,  all  of  which  has  been  paid. 

In  addition,  assessments  of  Cochituate  water 
rates  have  been  made  during  the  year  beginning 
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Jan.  1, 1886,  amounting  to  $1,164,256,07.  Of  these 
rates,  to  Dec.  1,  1886,  $1,077,782.02  has  been  paid, 
$75i574.16  abated,  and  $10,899.89  remains  unpaid. 
The  total  amount  of  receipts  during-  the  11 
months  beginning  Jan.  1,  1886,  and  ending  Nov. 
30,  1886,  are  $12,486,737.61,  apportioned  as  follows : 

From  taxes §9,416,871  66 

Cochituate  water  rates 1,224,374  36 

Liquor  licenses 604,352  00 

Mystic  water  rates 251,636  36 

East  Boston  ferries 151,764  14 

Rents 131.267  53 

County  of  Suffolk 125.330  97  . 

Sewer  department 78,195  77 

Public  institution 74,204  94 

Health  department 44,487  24 

Interest 41,108  40 

Bonds 40.133  52 

School  instructors 33,963  25 

City  hospital 27,084  35 

Overseers  of  the  poor 20,229  40 

Street  department 19.473  07 

Betterments 17,620  79 

All  other  sources 184,639  86 

Yours  respectfully, 

James  W.  Ricker,  City  Collector. 


Appendix  H. 

Office  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor! 

Charity  Building, 
Corner  of  Hawkins  and  Chajrdon  Sts.,  [ 
Boston,  Dec.  18, 1886.  | 

Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Dear  Sir,— As  requested  by  you,  we  enclose 
herewith  statement  of  the  expenditures  of  this 
department  for  the  year  1S86. 

There  is  nothing  in  present  circumstances  to 
lead  us  to  anticipate  for  the  coming  year  the 
need  of  larger  expenditures  than  in  the  past. 

The  members  of  the   Board    are   still    of   the 

opinion  that  the  overseers  of  the   poor   should 

have  the  charge  of  all  the  poor,  as  is  the  case  in 

every  other  city  and  town  in  Massachusetts. 

In  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor, 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

Thos.  F.  Temple,  Chairman. 

EXPENDITURES    FOR    THE    YEAR   1886.* 

Overseers  of  the  Poor  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

Paid  for  burials #3.643  00 

"  cities  and  towns  for  relief  of  Boston  poor  8,463  23 

"  expenses  City  Temporary  Home 4,933  81 

"  "         Wayfarer's  Lodge 7,738  69 

"  pensions  and  grants 19,254  79 

•'  relief  of  poor  having  no  settlement 191  62 

"  for  fuel 9.342  86 

"  "  groceries  and  expense  of  delivery. . .  25,288  78 

"  salaries  of  treasurer  and  secretary 4,000  00 

"  "       "  bookkeeper  and  clerks 4,900  00 

"  "        "  visitors 9,700  00 

"  office  expenses 772  81 

"  transportation 359  53 

"  expenses  Charity  Building 4,576  17 

"  medical  attendance  and  medicine 2,487  50 

105,652  74 
Paid  expenses  Stony  Brook  flood 9,755  13 

#115,407  92 


♦December  expenditures  estmated. 

NUMBER   OF   CASES   AIDED   EACH   MONTH,   1886. 

January 2,195 

February 2,077 

March 1.791 

April 1,221 

May 976 

June 998 

July 946 

August 920 

September 1.003 

October 1,001 

November 1,055 

December 1,999 

Number  of  cases  aided  in  February,  1886,  on 
account  of  the  Stony  Brook  flood,  1117,  not  in- 
cluded in  the  above. 
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Department  for  the  Survey  and  In-  ) 
spection  of  Buildings, 
Old  State  House,  Dec.  18,  1886.        ) 
Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Dear  Sir, — In  compliance  with  your  request  for 
a  brief  statement  of  the  operation  of  this  de- 
partment, its  wants  prospectively,  together  with 
such  suggestions  as  would  be  of  interest  to  our 
fellow-citizens,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following : 
The  year  1886,  from  every  standpoint,  has  been 


indicative  of  an  exceedingly  healthy  condition 
of  the  real  estate  market,  and  of  the  increasing 
confidence  of  the  people  in  the  future  prosperity 
of  our  city.  Itssteady  and  natural  growth  is  a 
positive  bar  against  any  great  speculative  build- 
ing boom,  which  from  the  very  circumstances  and 
conditions  of  our  city  could  occupy  but  a  very  lim- 
itedlocality.and  would  be  deprecated  rather  than 
encouraged.  The  compact  condition  of  our  city 
especially  within  the  ''building  limits"  (so  term- 
ed) will  not  permit  of  the  erection  of  a  large 
number  of  buildings  in  any  one  year,  as  in  order 
to  improve  this  section  of  the  city,  and  to  erect 
the  modern  structures,  necessitated  by  the  con- 
stantly progressing  methods  of  transacting  busi- 
ness of  every  kind  and  character,  it  would  be 
first  necessary  to  demolish  the  (old)  structures 
now  standing.  At  the  end  of  the  next  decade, 
if  one  can  judge  by  the  activities  of  the  last,  the 
"buildings  limits"  of  Boston  will  present  an  ar- 
ray of  architecture,  which,  for  symmetry  and 
magnificent  proportions.adaptability  and  safety, 
will  render  it  second  to  none  in  the  union. 

The  activity  in  brick  buildings  has  been  great- 
es  in  that  elegant  portion  of  the  city  known  as 
Back  Bay  the  beauty  and  solidity  of  which 
command  universal  commendation.  The  li  mi- 
ted  number  of  vacant  lots  that  can  be  utilized 
for  building  will  of  necessity  extend  operations 
beyond  West  Chester  Park,  which  by  an  early 
completion  of  the  Back  Bay  Park  would  be  given 
added  impetus  along  the  lines  of  the  several 
boulevards  around  the  same. 

Comparative  statement  of  permits  granted 
during  the  years  1885  and  1886 : 

(To  Dec.  15)  1886.  1885. 

Brick  (buildings) 344  348 

Wood  (buildings) '.:.*1,229  1.385 

Alterations,  etc 2,013  2.177 

Plumbing.. 2,976  2.932 

Boilers,  engines,  etc 810  807 

Street  occupancy* 3,374  1,780 

♦This  includes  occupancy  for  building  purposes,  setting 
tar  kettles  and  hoisting  safes. 

STATEMENT       OF      COMPLETED       OPERATIONS      FOR     1885 
AND    1886. 

1886.  1885. 

To  Dec.  15. 

-\ A ^ 

No.  Cost;       '  No.  Cost. 

Brick  (buildings).    370  #6,167,050  350  #6:218,800 

Wooden  (build- 
ings)  1,140  3,108,426  1,468  4,552.538 

Alterations 2,047  2,770.527  2.033  2,560.212 

Plumbing 2,042  294,928  2,432  647,517 

Boilers,     engines, 

etc 812  366,741  810  301,801 

#12,707,672  #14,280,808 

There  are  a  number  of  buildings  in  process  of 

erection,  alteration,  or  plumbing,  which  would 

have  been  completed  this  year  but  for  the  delay 

in  the  early  summer. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  brick 
and  wooden  buildings  granted  up  to  Dec.  15, 
1886,  and  their  location  by  wards : 

Brick.  AVood. 

Ward  1 1  68 

"        9  2  27 

S'.'.'.'.Y.'.V.'.'.'.'.'.'.'..'.'..'.      3  27 

4 1  15 

5 1  11 

6 13 

7 9 

"       8 1 

"        9 2 

"      10 11 

"     11 115 

"     12 17 

"     13 2  30 

"     14 14  115 

"      15 29 

"      16 10 

"      17 3 

"     18 9 

"      19 66  7 

"     20 10  114 

'■'      21 12  126 

"      22 26  50 

"     23. 3  255 

•■      24 10  220 

"     25 3  131 

Total 344  *1225 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  S.  Damrell, 
Inspector  of  Buildings. 

*To  the  total  of  1225  wooden  buildings  are  added  four 
wooden  buildings  in  limits  granted  by  special  authority, 
Section  21,  Chapter  374,  Acts  of  1885. 
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Appendix  «J. 

Street  Department,  City  Hall,  ) 
Boston,  Dec.  20, 1886.  ) 

Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien.  Mayor. 

Dear  Sir— In  compliance  with  your  request  the 
following'  brief  statement  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted : 
The  amount  of  inonev  apprdpropriated  for 

this  department  in  April  last  year  was $700,000  00 

Unexpended  balance  Jan.,  1886 51,467  41 

Additional  appropriation 35,000  00 


The  expenditures  have  been  as  follows : 

Labor $314,079  90 

Street  material  and  teaming 197,229  19 

Watering  by  contract 37 ,059  40 

Sundry  expenses 136,927  02 


1,467  41 


685,295  51 


Amount  unexpended $101,171  90 


The  amount  of  special  appropriations  was  (in- 
cluding unexpended  balances) 808,528  31 

Amount  of  special  appropriations  expended 
to  date  is 461,984  50 


Amount  of  special  appropriations  nnexpended$346,543  81 


The  balance  unexpended  of  the  regular  appro- 
priation is  sufficient  to  carry  on  the  department 
until  May  1  next,  unless  extraordinary  expendi- 
tures should  be  required  for  the  removal  of 
snow.  This  is  a  constantly  increasing  source  of 
expense ;  for,  while  the  several  horse-railroad 
companies  do  excellent  work  in  removing  snow 
from  the  streets  occupied  by  their  tracks,  yet 
their  tracks  occupy  more  and  more  streets  every 
succeeding  year,  and  they  now  cover  the  busi- 
ness portion  of  the  city  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
make  it  imperative  on  this  department  to  re- 
move snow  from  all  the  streets  not  occupied  by 
tracks  where  business  is  carried  on,  so  as  to  ad- 
mit of  wheeled  vehicles  being  used. 

It  is  but  a  few  years  since  a  fall  of  six  inches 
of  snow  closed  the  streets  to  horse-car  travel, 
and  the  people  were  carried  to  and  from  their 
places  of  business  in  coaches,  much  to  their  in- 
convenience. It  is  not  thought  advisable  to  re- 
turn to  these  times.         _ 

With  the  growth  of  Boston,  and  the  increased 
desire  of  the  people  to  visit  daily  the  heart  of 
the  city  for  business  and  pleasure,  it  has  become 
incumbent  on  this  department  to  remove  the 
snow  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  in  former 
years. 

The  work  of  the  department  during  the  year 
has  been  largely  that  of  repaving  streets  in  the 
business  section,  by  substituting  granite  blocks 
for  cobblestone.  More  of  this  work  has  been 
done  than  for  many  years  before,  some  experi- 
mental paving  on  foundation  has  been  tried 
which  seems  to  be  successful. 

The  cobble-stones  have  been  removed  to  the 
suburban  districts,  and  used  for  gutter  paving  at 
very  small  expense. 

There  is  more  of  this  work  which  it  is  hoped 
will  be  accomplished  during  the  coming  year. 

The  sprinkling  of  streets  is  an  item  of  large 
expenditure,  including  some  §7000  paid  by  this 
department  to  the  Water  Department  for  water. 
This  is  thought  to  be  unnecessary,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  the  water  will  be  furnished  in  the 
future  without  cost  to  this  department. 

The  main  avenues  leading  to  the  suburbs  have 
been  kept  in  safe  condition,  but  it  has  been  a 
source  of  regret  to  this  department  that  we  have 
been  unable  to  put  them  in  first-class  order. 

The  attempt  to  keep  these  avenues  (occupied 
as  they  are  by  double  track  railroads)  in  good 
order,  entails  a  large  annual  expenditure, 
with  poor  results— the  only  remedy  is  to  pave 
them. 

The  streets  laid  out  during  the  current  year 
have  received  no  attention,  except  to  make 
them  safe.  It  has  been  the  custom  in  former 
years  to  expend  a  large  part  of  the  appropria- 
tion on  new  streets ;  but,  as  the  Revised  Ordi- 
nances require  that  no  work  shall  be  done  with- 
out an  appropriation  therefor,  and  as  streets  laid 
out  during  the  current  year  could  not  have  been 
considered  in  the  annual  appropriation,  it  is  ob- 
vious that  no  money  could  be  expended  upon 
them,  except  so  far  as  to  make  them  safe  or  close 
them  to  public  travel. 

The  annual  appropriation  for  this  department 
tor  the  next  two  or  three  years  should  be  liberal, 
in  order  to  accomplish  the  needed  paving  of  the 
main  avenues.    This  having  been  done,  smaller 


appropriations  would  suffice  to  keep  the  side 
streets  in  good  condition. 

Respectfully  yours, 

John  W.  McDonald, 
Superintendent  of  Streets. 


Appendix  K. 

Office  of  Inspector  of  Provisions,  ) 
Room  12,  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
Faneuil  Hall  Market, 

Dec,  20,  1886. 
Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — At  your  request  I  have  prepared  a 
statement  of  the  work  performed  in  the  depart- 
ment of  the  inspector  of  provisions,  giving  the 
omount  and  kind  of  goods  seized  and  con- 
demned as  unfit  for  food  during-  the  current 
year. 

Beef 2,207  lbs. 

Mutton  and  lamb 232    " 

Beef  liver ., 10,050    " 

Sausage 650    " 

Pork 257    " 

Bear  meat 50    " 

Veal.    (Immature.) 6,549    " 

Cheese 814    " 

Fish 16,895    "■ 

Poultry 6,190    " 

Smelts 8,137    " 

Evaporated  apples 350    " 

Grapes 40    '; 

Squash 1,500    " 

Oysters 220  gallons. 

Game  Birds 2,453 

Eggs 2,800  doz. 

Cabbage 240  bbls. 

Cantaloup  melons 212    " 

Spinach 289  bbls. 

Kale 38    ■' 

Potatoes 357    " 

Cucumbers 43    " 

Green  peas 2    " 

String  beans 21    " 

Pop  corn 1  bbl. 

Eggplant 2bbls. 

Oranges 53  barrels 

Oranges 2443    boxes. 

Pears ■ 9    " 

Smoked  herring 70    " 

Strawberries 2,054  quarts. 

Blackberries 16    " 

Molasses 1  quart. 

String  beans 1,137  crates. 

Green  peas 109    " 

Cucumbers 499    " 

Squash 8    " 

Peaches 22    " 

Tomatoes 8    " 

Plums 17  baskets. 

Bananas 4  loads. 

Watermelons 47,678 

Potatoes 3,056  bushels. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  Mackin, 
Inspector  of  Provisions. 

A.ppendix    H,. 

Registrar  of  Voters,     \ 
Boston,  Dec.  20, 1886.  J 
Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Dear  Sir,— Little  can  be  said  concerning  the 
work  in  the  registrar's  office,  other  than  that  it 
is  of  the  same  general  character  with  that  of 
every  other  year.  I  would,  however,  call  your 
attention  lo  the  advisability  of  having  classified 
indices  made  for  the  records  of  births,  marriages 
and  deaths,  for  the  years  1849  to  1881.  This  sug- 
gestion, I  believe,  you  endorsed  in  your  inau- 
gural of  the  present  year.  This  method  of  in- 
dexing records  has  been  adopted  hi  all  record 
offices,  and  has  resulted  in  a  great  saving  of 
time  to  those  haying  business  with  the  offices, 
as  well  as  relieving  the  engrossing  clerks  of 
much  unnecessary  labor  and  trouble. 

I  would  also  suggest  to  your  honor  that  imme- 
diate steps  should  be  taken  for  transcribing  cer- 
tain records  which  are  rapidly  becoming  illegi- 
ble from  the  nature  of  the  ink  used.  The 
Public  Statutes  require  that  records  in  the  con- 
dition I  have  stated  should  be  seasonably  tran- 
scribed. I  would  respectfully  urge  this  subject 
upon  your  attention. 

I  desire  to  speak  of  another  matter,  which,  per- 
haps, should  be  deferred  until  the  auditor  of  ac- 
counts shall  call  for  the  annual  estimates  from 
the  several  departments.  The  present  force 
employed  in  this  department  is  insufficient  for 
the  proper  performance  of  the  work.  The  calls 
for  attention  are  so  numerous  and  incessant  as 
to  leave  insufficient  time  for  the  discharge  of  the 
necessary  clerical  duties. 

I  most  respectfully  ask  that  the  suggestions  I 


Xll 


INAUGURAL     ADDRESS 


have  submitted  to  you  may  receive  your  atten- 
tion. Very  respectfully, 

N.  A.  Apollonio,  City  Registrar. 


JLppendix  M. 

Mount  Hope  Cemetery,  1 
Dec.  20, 1886.     ) 
Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Dear  Sir,— I  am  instructed  by  the  trustees  of 
Mount  Hope  cemetery  to  reply  to  your  request 
for  a  statement  of  the  work  performed  during 
the  past  year  and  of  the  needs  of  the  cemetery 
during  the  coming  one. 

In  addition  to  the  ordinary  work  required  for 
the  care  of  the  cemetery,  a  large  portion  of  land, 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  front  entrance,  has  been 
graded;  and  another  large  portion,  near  the 
greenhouses,  has  been  treated  in  a  similar  man- 
ner. These  are  great  improvements,  and  were 
imperatively  demanded  at  the  present  time. 

Two  thousand  cubic  yards  of  gravel  have  been 
used  in  various  parts  of  the  cemetery,  for  rilling 
up  and  grading,  made  necessary  for  the  prospect- 
ive demands  that  are  likely  to  arise.  It  should 
be  stated  that  a  large  amount  of  gravel,  already 
paid  for,  still  remains  untouched,  and  will  re- 
vert to  the  owner  of  the  land  unless  removed 
during  the  coming  year.  This  material  is  needed, 
and  a  considerable  appropriation  by  the  City 
Council  will  be  required  in  order  to  secure  it. 

A  new  greenhouse  has  been  built,  and  the  old 
one  has  been  thoroughly  repaired.  Although  a 
considerable  amount  has  been  expended  on  these 
structures,  the  work  was  a  necessary  one,  and 
will  require  no  further  outlay,  of  any  consider- 
able extent,  for  some  years  to  come. 

The  house  of  the  superintendent  has  also  been 
repaired  and  painted,  and  the  barns  and  out- 
houses put  in  proper  condition. 

Some  progress  has  been  made  towards  the 
completion  of  the  artificial  lake, which  has  been 
in  course  of  construction  for  some  years.  The 
reason  for  the  delay  in  this  matter  is,  that  the 
labor  employed  on  it  is  expended  only  when 
other  parts  of  the  cemetery  can  spare  it.  When 
finished  this  object  will  be  a  beautiful  and  an 
attractive  one. 

The  trustees  desire  that  the  burial  of  the  city 
poor  should  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  his 
honor.  The  duty  of  providing  burial  places  for 
the  needy  is  enjoined  on  the  city  by  statute  law, 
and  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  perpetual  one.  The 
large  space  already  occupied  by  interments  of 
this  character,  and  considering  that  further  en- 
largements will  from  time  to  time  be  demand- 
ed, it  seems  evident  to  the  trustees  that  further 
provision  should  be  made  for  this  object  at  an 
early  day.  This  can  only  be  done  by  using  land 
nearer  private  lots,  which  would  be  inadvisable, 
or  by  the  purchase  of  land  in  other  directions. 
Very  Respectfully, 

N.  A.  Apollonio, 
Secretary. 

Appendix    X, 

Office  of  Superintendent  of  Health,  1 
Boston,  Dec.  21,  1886.  ( 

Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  circular  requesting 
a  statement  of  the  work  done  by  the  Health  De- 
partment the  past  year,  I  have  to  rep<  >rt,  that  the 
work  of  collecting  ashes,  garbage,  and  cleaning 
cesspools  has  largely  increased,  up  to  this  time 
over  12,000  more  loads  have  been  removed  than 
in  the  same  time  in  1885.  In  the  outlying  dis- 
tricts the  collecting  of  ashes,  garbage,  and  clean- 
ing of  cesspools  should  be  done  with  more  regu- 
larity. To  do  this  work  properly  additional 
teams  and  men  are  needed.  In  the  South  Dis- 
trict there  should  be  added  four  (4)  street  clean- 
ing teams  and  eight  (8)  men,  three  (3)  offal  teams 
and  six  (6)  men,  four  (4)  ash  teams  and  eight  (8) 
men,  two  (2)  cesspool  teams  and  six  (6)  men.  At 
the  West  District  two  (2)  cesspool  teams  and  six 
(6)  men,  two  street  cleaning  teams  and  four  (4) 
men,  two  ash  teams  and  four  (4)  men.  In  the 
Roxbury  District  three  (3)  ash  teams  and  six  (G) 
men.  The  cost  of  labor,  horses,  harnesses,  feed- 
ing, and  shoeing  horses  would  be  about  $43,000. 

Street  cleaning. — An  additional  street  clean- 
ing gang  could  be  used  to  advantage.  There  is 
a  call  for  more  service  of  this  kind  in  portions 
of  the  city.  The  gang  necessary  for  this  work 
should  be  two  sweeping  machines,  one  water 
cart,  seven  carts,  and  35  men ;  this  would  cost 
about  $28,000. 


The  stables  in  the  South,  West  and  Roxbury 
districts  should  be  enlarged  at  once;  at  this 
time  many  horses  are  kept  in  sheds. 

This  department  has  employed  three  teams 
for  conveying  prisoners  from  the  several  sta- 
tion houses  to  court  house,  jail  and  boat.  These 
teams  should  be  under  the  charge  of  the  Police 
Department.  I  would  suggest  that  they  be 
transferred  to  said  department,  the  expense 
to  be  charged  to  them. 

Anew  offal  depot  is  needed  in  the  Roxbury  dis- 
trict, the  one  now  in  use  is  adjoining  the  Mar- 
cella-street  Home,  and  has  been  reported  by  the 
Directors  of  Public  Institutions  as  being  offen- 
sive to  the  home. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

George  W.  Forristall, 

Superintendent. 

WEST    YARD. 

Cesspools. 

2  teamsters,  at #2  02 

4  helpers,  at 2  00 


Streets. 

2  teamsters,  at $2  10 

2  helpers,  at 2  02 

Ashes. 

2  teamsters,  at #2  00 

2  helpers,  at 2  00 


,912  04       #3,750  48 


24        2,570  i 


00         2,496  00 


6  horses,  at  #400  each 

Feeding  6  horses,  at  #3.00  per  week. 
Shoeing  6  horses,  at  #20.15  yer  year. 
G  harnesses,  #50  eacli 


#8.823  36 

2,400  00 

936  00 

120  90 

300  00 

SOUTH    YARD. 

Ashes. 

4  teamsters,  at #2  00 

4  helpers,  at 2  00 

#16  00 

Offal. 
3  teamsters,  at #2  00 

3  helpers,  at 2  00 

#12  00 

Streets. 

4  teamsters,  at #2  10 

4  helpers,  at 2  02 

#16  48 

Cesspools. 

2  teamsters,  at #2  02 

4  helpers,  at 2  00 

#12  04 


13  horses,  at  #400  each 

Feeding  13  horses,  at  #3.00  per  week.. 
Shoeing  13  horses,  at  #'J0.15  per  year. 
13  harnesses,  at  #50  each 


12,580  26 


3,744  00 


3,756  48 

#17.634  24 

5,200  00 

2,028  00 

261  95 

650  00 

#25,774  19 


HIGHLAND  YARD. 

Ashes, 


3  teams,  at #2  00 

3  helpers,  at 2  00 


3  horses,  at  #400  e 
Feeding  three  hors 
Shoeing  three  hors 


Total  per 
day. 


312  days. 
Total  per 
'    year. 


3  harnesses,  at  #50  each. 


#3  per  week 

#20.15  per  year 


#12  00  #3,744  00 
1,200  00 

.  408  00 
60  45 

.       150  00 


Street  Teams. 

7  teamsters,  312  days  each,  at  #2.10 

7  helpers,  312  days  each,  at  #2.02 

2  sweeping-machine  drivers,  312  days  each, 

#2.10 

1  water-cart  driver,  312  days,  at$2.10 

18  sweepers,  312  days  each,  at  #2 

10  horses,  #400  each 

Feeding  10  horses,  #3  per  week 

Sluicing  10  horses,  #20.15  per  year 

10  harnesses,  #50  each 


#5,622  45 

.#4,586  40 
4,411  68 


at 


1,310  40 
.  655  20 
.11,232  00 
.  4,000  00 
.  1,560  00 
.  201  50 
500  00 


#28,457  18 


A  ppClUll  X    O* 

Office  of  Superintendent) 
Faneuil  Hall  Market,     } 
Dec.  20,  1886.  ) 

Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Sir,— In  accordance  with  your  request  I  here- 
with transmit  a  statement  of  the  annual  re- 
ceipts from  the  Department  of  Markets. 

Received  from  rets  of  stalls  and  cellars  in  Fan- 
euil    market,     $65,296;     New     Fanouil     Hall 


JANUARY     3,     1887. 
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market,  $18,211.20 ;  outside  stands,  $1407 ;  weigh- 
ing fees  at  city  scales,  $500.    Total  receipts,  $84,- 

914.20. 

The  expense  of  the  department  for  the  year 
1886  and  '87,  which  include  salaries,  gas,  water 
extra  police,  and  small  supplies,  will  be  fully 
covered  by  the  appropriation  of  $9700,  which 
was  granted;  this  includes  all  expenditures 
except  such  repairs  as  are  made  upon  the  build- 
ings under  the  direction  of  the  superintendent 
of  public  buildings.  In  conformity  to  the  city 
charter  new  leases  are  to  be  issued  on  the  1st  of 
April.  1887,  those  under  which  the  present  occu- 
pants are  now  holding  expiring  on  the  31st  day 
of  March,  1887. 

There  are  two  other  matters  which  ought  to 
be  considered  at  this  time :  first,  the  question  of 
drainage  for  the  market,  the  present  system 
being  wholly  inadequate  to  the  demand,  caus- 
ing great  annoyance  to  the  occupants  as  well  as 
expense  to  the  city. 

Second,  The  pipes  used  in  supplying  the  mar- 
ket-houses with  gas  have  been  in  use  nearly 
forty  (40)  years,  and  the  severe  strain  upon  them 
caused  by  dampness  and  the  large  quantities  of 
salt  used  in  connection  with  market  business, 
has  corroded  them  to  such  an  extent  that  they 
should  be  renewed  as  a  matter  of  safety. 

The  rents  are  promptly  paid  and  the  ordinan- 
ces for  the  government  cheerfully  complied 
with,  and  the  well-established  reputation  of 
the  market,  for  honorable  and  fair  dealing,  fully 
sustained.  Respectfully  submitted, 
George  E.  McKay, 

Superintendent  Markets. 


A|>l>finii\     P. 

Bridge  Department,  1 

30  Pemberton  Square,  Dec.  20, 18S6. ) 
Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Dear  Sir,— In  compliance  with  your  request 
for  a  brief  statement  of  the  work  accomplished 
by  this  department  during  the  present  munici- 
pal year,  also  a  statement  of  the  wants  of  the 
same,  prospectively,  for  the  continuation  of  its 
work,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following, 
viz.: 

Appropriation §90,000  00 

Expended  to  date 70,904  49 

Balance §19,095  51 

The  work  done  has  been  the  general  repair, 
care,  and  inspection  of  the  tide- water  and  in- 
land bridges,  and  also  the  repairing  of  several 
of  the  75  small  wooden  bridges  or  culverts, 
which  have  spans  varying  from  two  to  19  feet, 
and  height  of  openings  one  to  10  feet. 

These  small  bridges  or  culverts  have  been  in 
charge  of  the  supermtendent  of  streets  for  many 
years,  but  he  now  claims  that  as  there  is  a  bridge 
department  they  should  properly  come  under 
that  head,  and  to  settle  the  question  I  would 
most  respectfully  ask  that  by  a  vote  of  the  city 
government  they  be  transferred  to  this  depart- 
ment, and  a  sufficient  appropriation  made  in  or- 
der that  they  may  be  kept  in  good  condition.  As 
many  of  these  old  wooden  bridges  will  require 
extensive  repairs  the  coming  year,  I  would  re- 
spectfully recommend  that,  as  they  become  un- 
safe for  public  travel,  they  be  replaced  by  stone- 
arched  culverts,  that  will  not  require  repairs  for 
many  years,  and  which  will  prove  a  great  saving 
to  the  city,  besides  beautifying  the  location  in 
which  they  are  placed. 

The  old  wooden  bridges  are  a  continual  ex- 
pense for  the  reason  that  the  wood  decays,  and 
public  safety  demands  its  removal  every  four  or 
rive  years. 

The  $30,000  appropriated  to  rebuild  Albany- 
street  bridge,  and  $4000  for  new  abutment  at 
Western-avenue  bridge  to  Watertown,  was,  by 
a  vote  of  the  city  government,  transferred  to  the 
City  Engineer's  Department.  The  work  at 
Western-avenue  bridge  has  been  completed; 
that  at  Albany  street  partly  so. 

The  repairs  in  this  department  have  been  by 
day's  labor,  as  also  the  painting,  and  I  would 
earnestly  recommend  that  it  be  continued  on  all 
repairs  made,  especially  the  painting  of  iron 
bridges,  for,  if  the  rust  is  not  taken  off  and  the 
iron  thoroughly  cleaned,  before  the  paint  is  put 
on,  it  would  simply  be  a  waste  of  time  and  mate- 
rial. 

The  spruce  and  pine  lumber  required  has  been 
furnished  by  John  W.  Leatherbee,  Curtis  & 
Pope,  Proctor  &  Drummey,  Pope  &  Paul,  and  P. 


S.  Huckins  &  Co. ;   the   price  paid  to  each  for 
spruce  was  $15  per  thousand  B.  M. 

In  buying  lumber  near  the  work  this  depart- 
ment has  saved  time  and,  in  many  cases,  the 
expense  of  hauling. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  work  done 
during  the  year : 

Roadways  sheathed  on 24  hridges 

Repaired  planking     "  6      " 

"        sheathing    "  8      " 

"        piers  "  11      " 

"        water-ways"  13      " 

guards         "  5       " 

'•        fences  "  13      " 

turn-tables"  5      " 

"        sidewalks    "  ." 14      " 

Painted  two  coats 17 

Small  repairs  on 14      " 

Number  of  boats  repaired 9 

"       "  new  trucks  put  in 8 

Notwithstanding  that  a  great  amount  of  work 
as  been  done  during  the  past  year,  repairs  have 
only  been  made  where  they  were  absolutely 
needed,  on  account  of  the  small  appropriation, 
and,  consequently,  the  repairs  that  will  be  re- 
quired the  coming  year  will  be  about  one-third 
more  than  the  present  one,  and  to  perform  this 
wrork,  with  salaries  of  draw-tenders,  supplies, 
etc.,  will  require  an  appropriation  of  at  least 
$100,000.  And  if  the  75  small  wooden  bridges  be- 
fore mentioned  are  added  to  this  department,  it 
would  require  an  appropriation  of  about  $20,000, 
making  as  a  total  $120,000  as  an  appropriation  for 
1887-88. 

Berkeley-street  bridge,  over  Boston  &  Albany 
railroad,  is  an  old  and  weak  structure  for  the 
thoroughfare  upon  which  it  is  located.  The  en- 
gineer's report  of  last  year  says  of  it,  "The  whole 
bridge  is  a  much  weaker  structure  than  would 
now  be  built,  and  it  will  have  to  be  rebuilt  be- 
fore many  years." 

Charles-river  bridge,  from  Boston  to  Charles- 
town,  is  an  old  bridge  and  requires  extensive  re- 
pairs every  year.  The  engineer  says  of  it :  "The 
question  of  an  elevated  bridge  on  this  site  has 
been  agitated  for  some  years,  and  only  the  most 
necessary  repairs  have  been  made." 

If  the  bridge  is  to  be  kept  in  use  in  its  present 
form  extensive  repairs  will  be  required. 

Federal-street  bridge,  over  Fort  Point  chan- 
nel, is  also  an  old  wooden  structure,  and  will  re- 
quire extensive  repairs  the  coming  year. 

If  these  three  old  bridges  are  to  be  kept  in  use 
for  the  next  five  years,  it  will  require  more 
money  to  do  it  than  would  be  required  to  build 
new  ones,  therefore  the  city  should  rebuild 
them  next  year,  if  possible. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

Bartholomew  M.  Young, 
Superintendent  of  Bridges. 


Appendix    Q. 

Office  of  the  | 

Board  of  Fire  Commissioners,         ; 
City  Hall,  Boston, 

Dec.  20,  1886.     J 
To  His  Honor  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor  of  the  city 
of  Boston : 

Dear  Sir,— The  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners 
herewith  respectfully  submits  the  following 
statement  regarding  the  department  under  its 
charge  : 

The  organization  of  the  force  consists  of  375 
permanent  and  300  call  men,  assigned  to  32  steam 
fire  engines,  including  a  fire-boat,  14  ladder 
trucks,  including  2  Hayes  extension  ladders, 
10  independent  hose  companies,  and  7  chemical 
engines. 

Ihe  apparatus  is  in  serviceable  condition,  and 
all  repairs  are  made  at  the  department  repair 
shop,  thus  saving  the  city  a  large  expense  and 
warranting  a  speedy  return  of  the  apparatus  to 
service.  During  the  past  year  a  chemical  en- 
gine has  been  placed  in  service  in  the  East  Bos- 
ton district. 

The  Board  has  considered  petitions  for  addi- 
tional apparatus  in  Brighton,  Roslindale,  South 
Boston,  and  Ashmont,  and  have  agreed  to  or- 
ganize an  engine  company  for  Brighton,  and  a 
ladder  company  for  Roslindale,  but  are  of  opin- 
ion there  is  no  immediate  necessity  for  an  addi- 
tional apparatus  in  South  Boston  or  Ashmont. 

There  are  170  horses  in  service  belonging  to 
the  department,  besides  47  extra  horses  for  win- 
ter service,  which,  under  agreement  with  the 
owners,  are  without  cost  other  than  the  care  and 
feeding. 

The  houses  of  the   department,  with  few  ex- 
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ceptions,  are  in  excellent  condition.  During  the 
past  year  a  new  house  for  Chemical  Engine  No. 
7,  hi  the  East  Boston  District,  has  been  com- 
pleted and  occupied.  It  is  a  double  house  and 
will  accommodate  an  additional  piece  of  appara- 
tus when  necessity  requires. 

The  new  house  for  Hose  Company  No.  4.  in  the 
Charlestown  District,  is  nearly  completed,  and 
is  a  much  needed  accommodation  for  that  com- 
pany. The  engine-house  erecting  on  the  Back 
Bay,  corner  of  Boylston  and  Hereford  streets,  is 
progressing  as  rapidly  as  the  nature  of  the  lo- 
cality will  permit,  and  when  finished  will  be  an 
ornament  as  well  as  convenience  to  that  section 
of  the  city.  A  lot  of  land  has  been  purchased  in 
Brighton  for  a  site,  and  plans  are  being  prepared 
to  erect  a  suitable  building  for  an  engine-house. 
The  commissioners  have  agreed  on  the  present 
site  of  Chemical  Engine-house  No.  4,  in  Roslin- 
dale,  as  a  location  for  a  new  ladder-house,  and 
negotiations  are  being  made  for  a  new  engine 
house  at  the  West  End  for  Engine  Company 
No.  6. 

There  are  about  70.000  feet  of  serviceable  hose 
in  use  and  of  a  quality  which  experience  shows 
to  be  as  good  as  the  market  supplies.  The  city 
has  been  remarkably  free  from  extensive  con- 
flagrations during  the  past  year,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  the  establishment  of  a  fire  marshal  may 
have  a  tendency  to  lessen  the  calls  to  extinguish 
fires  of  an  incendiary  origin  and  account  for 
those  from  unknown  causes. 

The  fire  alarm  telegraph  has  received  particu- 
lar attention  from  the  commissioners,  who  are 
adopting  all  the  latest  improvements,  with  a 
view  of  keeping  this  branch  of  the  service  as 
near  perfection  as  possible.  The  subject  of 
silent  alarms  in  such  portion  of  the  city  as  is 
covered  by  permanent  companies  is  now  receiv- 
ing the  consideration  of  the  board . 

The  hoard  contemplates  a  change  in  the  rate 
of  pay  of  certain  classes  of  the  force,  in  order  to 
place  them  on  an  equal  footing  with  like  posi- 
tions in  other  departments,  and  will  add  to  the 
force  by  additional  men  for  the  new  companies 
and  otherwise. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
For  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners, 
F.  W.  Smith,  Jr.,  Clerk. 


Appendix:  K. 

Offtce  of  the  City  Messenger,  1 
City  Hall,  Dec.  22,  18S6.     J 
Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Dear  Sir,— In  answer  to  your  request  of  the 
15th  inst.  I  will  say  that  the  work  in  this  depart- 
ment continues  along  about  the  same  as  last 
year,  as  far  as  the  care  of  City  Hall  is  concerned. 
There  have  been  62  meetings  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  and  40  meetings  of  the  Common 
Council  held  this  year,  and  nearly  800  committee 
meetings,  which  required  attendance  by  this 
department,  necessitating  a  large  number  of 
extra  hours  over  the  office  hours  of  any  other 
department,  and  being  a  large  increase  over  the 
previous  year. 

There  has  also  been  a  large  increase  in  the 
number  of  city  documents  and  minutes  of  the 
City  Council  printed  this  year,  over  any  one 
year  before ;  these  are  sent  to  the  menib_ers  of 
the  City  Council,  and  distributed  to  the  public 
through  this  department. 

Very  respectfully, 

Alvah  H.  Peters, 

City  Messenger. 

Appendix  s. 

Office  of  the 
Inspector  of  Milk,  Butter  and  Vinegar 

Boston,  Dec.  20,  1886. 
Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien. 

Sir, — The  work  of  this  department  has  been 
steadily  pursued  with  the  result  of  still  further 
decreasing  both  the  number  of  adulterated  sam- 
ples and  the  extent  of  the  adulterations  in  those 
samples  found  to  be  below  the  standard. 

The  following  figures  show  the  percentage  of 
adulterated   samples   of    milk    obtained    from 
stores  during  the  six  months  ending  December, 
1885,  and  for  the  corresponding  period  of  1886: 
1885.  IKKC. 

July 61.42  per  ct.       39.00  per  ct. 

August 61.54      "  26.  64      " 

September 62.08      "  23.27      " 

October 33.68      "  14.83      " 

November 38.14      "  10.92      " 

December 24.63     "  10.20     " 


The  general  results  for  the  year  show  a  percen- 
tage of  adulterated  samples  (from  stores  and 
teams)  of  19.23,  as  against  30.64  for  1885,  and  40  for 

1884. 

From  this  it  will  appear  that  the  adulteration 
of  milk  has  been  reduced  more  than  one-half  hi 
the  past  two  years. 

The  records  of  the  office  show  that  there  are 
delivered  in  Boston  about  66,000,000  quarts  of 
milk  per  annum.  If  40  per  cent  of  this  quantity 
(as  in  1884)  be  adulterated  with  25  per  cent  of 
water,  it  is  easily  calculated  that  no  less  than 
6,600,000  quarts  of  water  were  sold  at  the  price  of 
milk,  which  at  an  average  of  six  cents  per  quart 
makes  the  large  sum  of  §396,000  paid  by  the  citi- 
zens of  Boston  for  which  they  received  no  equiv- 
alent. It  may,  therefore,  be  fairly  claimed  that 
during  the  year  1886  one-half  of  this  sum,  or 
$198,000,  has  been  saved  to  the  public  by  this  de- 
partment. 

The  expenses  of  the  department  have  been 
kept  within  the  appropriation,  and  the  balance 
unexpended,  will  be  sufficient  for  its  needs  to 
the  close  of  the  financial  year. 
Respectfully, 

James  F.  Babcock, 
Inspector  of  Milk  and  Vinegar. 


Appendix  X. 

Board  of  Health,  32  Pemberton  Square,  ) 
Boston,  Dec.  21, 1SSG.     I 
To  His  Honor  the  Mayor. 

The  Board  of  Health  has  been  active  during 
the  year  in  its  efforts  to  reduce  the  mortality 
from  preventable  causes  and  to  promote  the 
cleanlmess  and  healthl'uhiess  of  the  city.  A 
very  large  number  of  broken  or  inefficient 
drams  have  been  repaired  or  replaced  by  new 
ones;  more  than  2000  of  the  worst  privy  vaults 
and  cesspools  have  been  abolished  and  modem 
conveniences  substituted  and  connections  made 
with  the  street  sewers.  Vacant  lands  covered 
with  stagnant  water  and  filth  have  been 
drained  and  filled  with  gravel ;  tenement-houses 
have  been  watched  with  increasing  care.  The 
drainage  of  our  schoolhouses  has  been  a  subject 
of  special  attention  and  inspection,  and  tiiey 
may  now  be  said  to  be  in  a  better  condition  than 
ever  before.  Contagious  diseases  have  been 
fought  with  all  the  means  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Board.  Quarantine  has  been  administered 
effectively,  and  no  contagious  disease  has  been 
allowed  to  pass  this  important  point  of  defence. 
A  new  steamboat  has  been  built  and  placed  in 
service  by  the  board,  within  the  appropriation 
therefor,  and  it  works  exceptionally  well. 

The  public  baths  have  been  kept  up  to  their 
usually  high  standard  of  excellence  and  to  the 
general  satisfaction  of  the  hundreds  of  thous- 
ands who  make  use  of  them  during  the  sum^ 
mer  season. 

The  public  cemeteries— 17  in  number— have 
been  kept  in  as  good  condition  as  the  limited 
amount  of  money  would  allow,  and  some  of  the 
more  exposed  and  central  ones  have  presented 
an  attractive  appearance. 

Smallpox,  cholera  and  yellow  fever  have 
prevailed  in  many  foreign  places  during  the 
year,  but  in  only  a  single  instance  has  one  of 
these  diseases  reached  our  city.  This  was  a  case 
of  smallpox  from  Germany,  reaching  here  by 
way  of  New  York.  The  disease  was  not  allowed 
to  spread,  and  the  board  feels  fully  competent 
with  the  means  at  hand  to  prevent  anything  like 
an  epidemic  from  any  one  of  the  discuses  named. 
It  is  not  so,  however,  with  regard  to  diphtheria 
and  scarlet-fever.  Ihese  two  diseases  have  been 
endemic  in  our  city  for  many  years,  and  the 
board  still  urges  the  necessity  of  more  adequate 
hospital  accommodations  for  the  isolation  of 
those  two  diseases,  which  can  be  suppressed  in 
no  other  way. 

The  death  rate  from  all  causes  in  Boston  for 
the  year  1886  is  now  estimated  at  23  per  thousand 
of  the  population,  as  compared  with  24  for  the 
year  1885,  showing  a  falling  off  of  one  per  thou- 
sand in  the  rate  for  the  year,  the  total 
iramber  of  deaths  for  the  past  year  being  9210,  as 
compared  with  9618  during  the  previous  year. 
The  death-rate  of  Boston,  although  not  so  low 
absolutely  as  that  of  some  of  our  more  healthy 
American  cities,  will  probably  be  found  to  com- 
pare very  favorably  with  those  of  any  of  these 
cities  when  tested  by  the  same  methods  of  com- 
putation. In  nearly  all  the  leading  cities  of  tin" 
country  the  population  is  measured  by  a  school 


JANUARY     8,     1887. 


xv 


of  police  census,  which  generally  increases  the 
figure  over  those  of  the  State  and  national  cen- 
suses, thereby  diminishing  the  death-rate  be- 
low what  it  would  otherwise  be  shown  to  be. 
Were  the  same  methods  to  be  adopted  in  esmat- 
ing  our  own  population  our  death-rate  would 
probably  be  nearly  as  low  as  that  of  any  other 
American  city  of  equal  or  larger  population. 
As  it  is,  the  proportion  of  deaths  from  prevent- 
able causes  and  our  infant  mortality,  both  of 
which  are  the  proper  gauge  of  a  city's  sanitary 
condition,  are  lower  absolutely  than  the  records 
of  any  other  city  in  the  country  can  boast  of. 
This  is  a  condition  of  things  which  should  give 
our  citizens  ample  occasion  for  congratulation 
and  for  confidence  in  the  management  of  our 
sanitary  affairs. 

Very  respectfuly, 

S.  H.  Durgin, 
Chairman  Board  of  Health. 

Appendix  TT. 

Office  of  the  Lamp  Department,     1 
Boston,  Dec.  22,  1886. ) 
To  His  Honor  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor  of  the  city 
of  Boston. 

In  accordance  with  your  request,  I  have  the 
honor  to  present  for  your  consideration  a  state- 
ment of  the  financial  condition  of  this  depart- 
ment and  its  expenditures,  during  the  present 
municipal  year,  and  also  an  account  of  the 
amoimt  and  character  of  the  work  which  has 
been  performed  to  date : 
The  balance  of  appropriation  from  1885  on 

hand  Jan  1, 1886,  was ..9148,874  42 

Expended  during  the  remainder  of  financial 

year  1885  and  188G 148,811  92 

Balance  unexpended  and  transferred  to  other 

appropriations " 62  50 

Appropriation  for  financial  year  ending  April 

30,  1887.  was 525,000  00 

Amount  expended  to  date 364,362  44 

Balance  unexpended $160,637  56 

—an  amount  more  than  sufficient  to  meet  all 
ordinary  or  anticipated  expenditures  of  the  de- 
partment during  the  remainder  of  the  present 
financial  year. 
The  cost  of  gas  for  street  lighting  during  the 

year  ending  Dec.  15,  188o,  was $255,059  59 

The  cost  of  gas  for  street  righting  during  the 

year  ending  Dec.  15, 1886,  was 262,251  17 

Increase  during  the  present  year 7,191  58 

Cost  of  oil  for  street  lighting  during  the  year 

ending  Dec.  15,  1885.  was 5,141   63 

Cost  of  oil  for  street  lighting  during  the  year 

ending  Dec.  15,  1886,  was 5,237  12 

Increase  during  the  present  year 95  49 

Cost  of  electric  lighting  during  the  year  end- 
ing Dec.  15, 1885,  was 99,523  28 

Cost  of  electriclighting  during  the  year  end- 
ing Dec.  15, 1886,  was 108,491  87 

Increase  during  present  year 8,968  59 

Cost  of   lighting  and  care  of   street    lights 

during  year  ending  Dec.  15, 1885,  was 103,074  32 

Cost  of    lighting  and  care  of    street  lights 

during  year  ending  Dec.  15, 1886,  was 105,615  83 

Increase  during  present  year 2,541  51 

Total  expenditure  for    all  purposes  during 

year  ending  Dec.  15, 1885,  was ,5*497,080  01 

Total  expenditure  for  all  purposes    during 

year  ending  Dec.  15, 1886,  was $513,174  3G 

Increase  during  present  year £16.094  36 

The  number  of  lamps  of  all  kinds  in  use  in  the 
city  of  Boston  on  Jan.  1,  1886,  was,  viz. : 

Gas 9,978 

Oil 2,630 

Electrics 446 

Large  gaslamps 63 

Total 13,117 

On  1st  of  January,  18S7,  the  number  was,  viz. : 

Gas 10.057 

Oil 2,785 

Electrics 494 

Large  gas  lamps 59 

Total .13,395 

Increase 278 

The  increase  of  the  separate  sections  of  the 
city  has  been  as  follows: 

In  1886  Increase.    Decrease 

City  proper 5 

Koxbnry 28 

West  Koxbury 78 

Dorchester 105 

South  Boston 26 

East  Boston 23 

Charlestown 3 

Brighton 20 

283  ~~ 5 

Total  net  increase 278 


The  number  of  gas  and  oil  lamps  put  up  dur- 
ing the  past  year  was  367. 

The  number  of  oil  lamps  changed  to  gas  lamps 
was  29. 

LAMPS    DISCONTINUED. 

Gas 121 

Oil 1 

Large  gaslamps 15 

137 

LOCATION*    OF    LARGE    LANTERNS. 

City  proper 24 

Koxbury 13 

Charlestown 5 

Brighton 5 

South  Boston 4 

Dorchester 4 

Jamaica  Plain 4 

59 

BROKEN  LANTERNS. 

Reported  by  police 462 

Reported  by  lamplighters 11,156 

Taken  out  by  repairers  without  report 1,563 

Total 13.181 

1885 12.560 

Increase 621 

Lanterns  condemned 374 

"  "  previous  year 513 

EMPLOYEES. 

The  number  of  men  employed  is  155,  viz. : 
Office 3 

Shop 7 

Gas  lighter .. 116 

Oil  lighters 29 

Total  number  employed 155 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTS. 

January  1, 1883 114 

"  1884 381 

"  1885 401 

"  1886 446 

"  1887 494 

Increase  during  past  year 48 

LOCATION    OF    ELECTRICS. 

1885.  1886. 

Brush,  City  Proper 195  206 

"      Eoxbury 38  47 

"      Dorchester 5  5 

N.  E.  Weston,  City  Proper 55  60 

"             South  Boston 69  74 

"            Charlestown 26  38 

Merchants',  City  Proper 25  27 

Citizens',  East  Boston 33  37 

446  494 

During  the  present  year  an  effort  was  made  to 
increase  the  pay  of  the  lamplighters  to  two  dol- 
lars per  day,  but  owing  to  the  spirit  of  economy 
which  prevailed,  no  change  was  made ;  the 
question  is  again  agitated,  and  another  attempt 
will  be  made  during  the  coming  year.  Should 
such  a  change  be  made  in  the  compensation  of 
the  lamplighters  it  would  add  at  least  fifteen 
thousand  dollars  (15,000)  to  the  expenditures  of 
1  his  department ;  and  yet  I  am  free  to  say  that 
justice  and  fair-play  towards  the  men  in  the 
Lamp  Department  more  than  justifies  them  in 
asking  for  more  wages. 

Should  the  pay  of  the  lighters  be  increased, 
and  the  operations  and  increase  of  this  depart- 
ment during  the  coming  year  equal  the  present 
year,  it  would  then  become  necessary  that  the 
appropriation  for  the  Lamp  Department  should 
be  largely  increased. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Hugh  J  Toland, 

Superintendent  of  Lamps. 

Appendix    TT. 

Sealer's  Office.  Dec.  21, 1886. 
To  His  Honor  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor  of  Boston. 

Complying  with  your  request,  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  for  your  consideration  a  statement  of 
the  operations  of  this  department,  together  with 
a  statement  of  the  fees  received  for  work  per- 
formed, and  of  expenditures  from  Jan.  1,  1886,  to 
date : 

Number  of  scales  tested  and  sealed 8,855 

"        weights"  ••        32,438 

"         dry  measures,  tested  and  sealed..  4.791 

"         wet       "              "                  "       . .  6.121 

"         coal  baskets       "                  "       . .  214 

"         charcoal  baskets  tested  and  sealed  9 

"         yardsticks                "                  "  682 

"         grain  tubs                                   "  1 

Amount  of  fees  earned  for  sealing $3,019  29 

"             "           "             adjusting 227  00 

Total  amounnt  earned $3,246  29 

The  balance  of  appropriation  from  1885    on 
hand  Jan.  1, 1886,  was $2,953  23 
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Expended  during  the  remainder  of  fiscal 
year  1885  and  188G 2,531  63 

Balance  unexpended  at  the  end  of  fiscal 
year 421  GO 

Appropriation  for  fiscal  year  1S8G  and  1S87 
was 10,600  00 

Amount  expended  to  Dec.  1, 188G 6,735  50 

Balance  unexpended 3,804  50 

A  balance  sufficient  to  cover  the  probable  ex- 
penditures for  the  rest  of  this  fiscal  year. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Michael  D.  Collins, 
Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures. 


A.ppcu4flix   W. 

Boston  City  Hospital,  ( 
Boston,  Mass,,  1886.     J 
Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Dear  Sir,— In  answer  to  your  request  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing brief  statement  of  work  done  in  this  de- 
partment during  the  present  year. 

The  year  has  not  been  eventful  in  any  special 
occurrence.  The  history  of  the  past  12  months 
has  verified  the  record  of  the  last  10  years. 
Each  year  brings  an  increase  in  percentage  of 
patients  admitted,  and  outpatients  treated. 
The  hospital  had  already  outgrown  its  capacity 
to  receive  the  large  number  of  patients  suitable 
and  entitled  to  treatment,  in  the  year  1885.  In- 
creased accommodations  were  happily  found  hi 
the  rooms  made  vacant  by  transferring  the 
nurses  to  the  Nurses'  Home,  and  gave  the  much- 
desired  relief. 

The  number  of  patients  treated  during  the 
year  has  been  5350,  and  the  daily  average  315, 
which  is  30  larger  than  last  year,  and  59  larger 
than  three  years  ago.  The  class  of  cases  has 
been  largely  acute,  requiring  immediate  and 
laborious  treatment. 

The  number  of  accidents  has  been  unusually 
large.  This  is  a  measure  is  due  to  an  increase  in 
building  and  the  various  industries.  Many  of 
these  cases  were  at  once  recognized  on  their  ar- 
rival at  the  hospital  as  fatal  in  their  result. 

There  were  750  persons  brought  here,  mostly 
with  severe  injuries,  and  all  admitted.  There 
were  also  840  persons  treated  at  the  accident 
rooms,  with  injuries  less  serious,  and  of  a  nature 
that  permitted  them  to  return  to  their  homes. 
These  do  not  include  large  numbers  treated  in 
the  Surgical  Outpatient  Department,  whose 
care  was  a  matter  of  personal  convenience  to 
the  patient.  In  all,  12,500  different  persons  have 
made  nearly  45,000,  visits  for  treatment  and  ad- 
vice, and  returned  to  their  homes. 

Such,  in  brief,  are  the  statistics  of  numbers, 
which  can  hardly  demonstrate  the  great  amount 
of  organization,  care  and  labor  involved,  that  all 
may  receive  such  relief  as  is  fairly  demanded  of 
a  large,  first-class  metropolitan  hospital  for  the 
relief  of  those  who  mostly  are  unable  or  are  so 
circumstanced  as  to  be  compelled  to  seek  assist- 
ance at  a  public  hospital. 

The  hospital  group  now  composes  13  separate 
buildings.  To  maintain  them  in  good  condition, 
suitable  for  use  every  day  and  night  in  the  year, 
involves  a  large  force  of  workers,  and  are  sub- 
ject, like  all  public  buildings,  to  great  wear  and 
tear.  This  involves  constant  renewals  and  re- 
pairs in  many  ways.  Much  work  has  been  done 
to  further  bring  the  buildings  to  a  sound  condi- 
tion. Many  repairs  to  walls,  roofs  and  interiors 
have  been  effected,  and  I  think  it  is  fair  to  say 
that,  one  building  excepted,  the  group  are  in  a 
better  condition  of  repair  than  for  many  years. 

During  the  summer  season  rive  wards  have 
been  renovated  and  placed  in  the  best  sanitary 
condition.  The  exteriors  of  several  buildings 
have  been  painted.  A  battery  of  four  new  steam- 
heating  boilers  have  replaced  those  worn  out 
and  dangerous.  The  usual  small  repairs  and  re- 
newals always  demanded  have  been  made. 

The  two  new  buildings  for  contagious  diseases 
are  under  construction,  and  are  progressing 
somewhat  slowly.  This  has  not  come  within  the 
province  of  this  department.  They  are  much 
needed,  and  we  have  no  reason  to  believe  that 
they  will  be  completed  during  the  present  win- 
ter season,  the  time  of  year  when  they  are  most 
needed.  When  completed  they  will  afford  us 
the  special  accommodation  for  a  long  time 
needed,  and  will  increase  the  present  capacity 
of  the  hospital  from  425  to  485  beds. 

The  Nurses'  Home  has  now  been  in  use  a  year, 
and  has  proved  a  success  in  all  matters  expected 
of  it.     Besides  increasing  our  accommodations 


for  patients,  it  has  afforded  a  healthful  and 
pleasant  living-place  to  a  class  of  workers  who 
demand  the  best  hygienic  and  restful  condi- 
tions, necessary  to  counteract  the  mental  and 
physical  strain  incident  to  nursing  the  sick. 

During  the  year  renewed  petitions  were  made 
to  the  trustees  of  the  hospital  asking  "that 
homoeopathic  treatment  may  be  furnished  at 
the  City  Hospital  to  those  who  prefer  it ;  that 
students  of  the  Boston  University  School  of 
Medicine  may  be  allowed  to  visit  the  City  Hos- 
pital for  clinical  purposes."  From  sundry  other 
petitioners,  "that  ail  clinical  advantages  and 
privileges  of  the  hospital  he  made  equally  avail- 
able to  all  students  pursuing  the  study  of  medi- 
cine in  Boston,"  and  that  "all  students  and  phy- 
sicians may  visit  the  hospital  for  purposes  of 
medical  study  and  observation/'  etc. 

The  trustees  devoted  much  time  and  thought 
to  the  subject,  re-examined  carefully  the  rules 
and  practice  now  existing  in  the  City  Hospital 
as  to  medical  and  surgical  instruction,  and  also 
investigated  personally  or  by  letter  the  practice 
in  vogue  elsewhere  in  the  leading  hospitals  of 
the  country. 

The  decision  of  the  trustees  is  embodied  in  a 
document  of  32  pages,  entitled  "Action  of  the 
Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital  upon  the  petition 
for  the  introduction  of  homoeopathic  treatment, 
and  for  the  admission  of  medical  students  to 
surgical  operations  and  clinical  instruction." 
The  rules  and  regulations,  as  modified  and 
changed,  are  to  be  found  in  the  document  re- 
ferred to,  a  copy  of  which  I  transmit  with  this 
communication. 

The  changes  thus  made  have  not  been  in  ope- 
ration long  enough  to  be  considered  as  having 
had  a  fair  trial.  The  decision  of  the  trustees  wras 
well  reeieved  by  the  general  public,  and,  as  far 
as  is  known,  is  believed  to  be  reasonably  so  by 
the  petitioners  themselves. 

The  growth  of  the  hospital  has  demanded 
an  increase  in  labor,  materials,  subsistence  sup- 
plies, and  in  all  things  that  go  with  good  care  of 
the  sick.  The  appropriation  will  barely  prove 
enough  for  our  purposes,  and  would  have  failed 
had  we  occupied  the  new  buildings,  as  we  ex- 
pected. With  their  occupation,  in  the  coming 
spring,  a  larger  appropriation  will  be  required, 
and  without  it  some  part  of  the  hospital  must  go 
unoccupied. 

As  to  our  wants,  prospectively,  I  briefly  reply. 
Our  stable  is  fast  tumbling  to  pieces,  and  is 
likely  to  be  speedily  condemned  as  unsafe,  as 
was  our  last  stable,  from  which  we  took  refuge 
in  our  present  one,  temporarily,  ten  years  ago. 
This  subject  has  been  more  fully  referred  to  in 
the  several  annual  reports  for  four  or  five  years 
past.  The  general  appearance  of  bur  premises 
is  greatly  marred  by  the  dilapidated  and  tum- 
ble-down appearance  of  the  wooden  fence  sur- 
rounding our  grounds  on  three  sides.  This  is 
the  fence  originally  built  when  the  hospital 
was  new,  twenty-three  years  ago,  and,  being  a 
wooden  structure,  is  too  dilapidated  to  repair. 
It  is  nearly  1700  feet  long,  and  would  require  a 
much  larger  sum  of  money  to  build  anew  than 
we  have  been  able  to  spare  from  the  annual  ap- 
propriations allotted  tor  the  annual  expendi- 
tures. 

Many  other  additions  would  be  desirable,  but 
a  new  stable  and  a  new  fence  about  the  grounds 
are  necessities. 

The  annual  report,  to  be  issued  in  January, 
will  contain  a  detailed  report  of  the  expendi- 
tures and  workings  of  the  hospital  for  the  cur- 
rent year,  but  is  not  now  sufficiently  advanced 
to  be  of  much  avail;  but  I  shall  be  happy  to 
communicate  to  you  any  desired  information. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant, 
G.  H.  M.  Rowe,  Superintendent. 


Appendix    X. 

Office  of  City  Enginef,r, 
City  Hall,  Boston, 
Dec.  22,  1886. 
Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir,— In  compliance  with  your  order  of 
Dec.  15,  I  submit  the  following  concise  summary 
of  the  work  done  by  the  City  Engineer's  Depart- 
ment during  the  year  1886. 

ALBANY-STREET  BRIDGE. 

Plans  and  specifications  were  prepared,  and 
the  new  abutments  for  this  bridge  are  nearly 
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completed,  and  the  entire  work  will  be  finished 
about  the  first  of  April  next. 

WESTERN-AVENUE  BRIDGE  TO  WATERTOWN. 

Plans  and  specifications  were  prepared,  and  a 
contract  for  the  work  was  made  July  31.  The 
work  has  been  completed  at  a  cost  of  $2690.88. 

FEDERAL-STREET    BRBOGE. 

This  bridge  is  in  such  poor  condition  that  it  is 
better  economy  to  replace  the  present  wooden 
draws  with  new  ones  of  iron,  and  to  renew  a 
part  of  the  fixed  portion,  than  it  is  to  keep  them 
m  repair.  The  cost  of  rebuilding  will  be  about 
$75,000. 

WEST-BOSTON  BRIDGE. 

Plans  and  specifications  for  rebuilding  a  side- 
walk and  fence  on  this  bridge  were  made,  and  a 
contract  was  awarded  July  6.  This  work  has 
been  completed  at  a  total  expense  of  $7028.68,  of 
which  the  city  of  Cambridge  pays  one-half. 

BOYLSTON-STREET  BRIDGE  OVER  B.  AND  A.  R.  R 

Plans  and  specifications  were  prepared  for 
building  the  abutments  and  wing  walls  of  this 
bridge.  Work  was  begun  Aug.  30,  and  discon- 
tinued on  Nov.  29  for  the  winter.  Work  to  the 
amount  of  $18,867.60  has  been  performed. 

LINDEN  PARK-STREET   EXTENSION. 

Plans  and  specifications  were  prepared,  and  a 
wooden  bridge  has  been  built  at  the  crossing 
over  Stony  brook.  Work  was  begun  on  Oct.  18, 
and  it  was  completed  on  Nov.  22. 

WHARF  AT  LONG  ISLAND. 

Plans  and  specifications  were  prepared  for  this 
work,  and  contract  made  Sept.  3. 

The  work  is  nearly  completed  at  an  expense  of 
about  $12,000. 

BENNINGTON-STREET    EXTENSION. 

An  estimate  has  been  made  of  the  cost  of  ex- 
tending Bennington  street,  from  Wordsworth 
street  to  Saratoga  street. 

EAST  NINTH-STREET  EXTENSION. 

Plans  and  specifications  were  prepared  for  fill- 
ing and  rip-rap  on  a  portion  of  this  street,  be- 
tween Old  Harbor  street  and  G  street.  Work 
was  begun  on  Sept.  1,  and  will  be  completed  in  a 
few  days. 

BEACON   STREET. 

Plans  and  specifications  were  prepared  for  a 
pile  trestle  on  Beacon  street,  the  purpose  being 
to  raise  about  2000  feet  of  the  48-inch  main  from 
Chestnut-hill  reservoir,  the  trestle  afterwards  to 
be  used  for  doing  the  filling  required  for  raising 
the  grade  of  the  street.  Plans  and  specifications 
have  also  been  prepared  for  a  pile  bulkhead  to 
be  built  on  the  northerly  line  of  this  street. 

IN  GENERAL. 

Plans  and  specifications  were  also  prepared  for 
Q-street  bulkhead,  Public  Garden  bridge,  re- 
pairs, and  for  various  other  structures. 

WATER    WORKS. 

The  usual  amount  of  work  has  been  done  in 
connection  with  these  works,  among  which  may 
be  mentioned 

FISHER-HILL  RESERVOIR. 

This  work  is  not  yet  finished,  but  is  so  far 
advanced  that  it  will  be  completed  early  in  the 
coming  season. 

HIGH  SERVICE  PUMPING  ENGINES. 

Specifications  were  prepared  for  high  service 
pumping  engines,  to  be  located  at  Chestnut-hill 
reservoir,  and  the  pumps  are  now  being  built  by 
the  Holly  Manufacturing  Company  of  Lockport, 
N.  Y.  The  engines  will  be  ready  for  service  the 
coming  season. 

WEST  ROXBURY  HIGH  SERVICE. 

Plans  and  specifications  have  been  prepared 
for  furnishing"  a  supply  of  water  to  the  high 
lands  of  West  Roxbury,  and  the  works  have  been 
completed. 

STORAGE  BASINS,   ETC. 

Specifications  and  plans  were  prepared  for 
improving  Basin  No.  3,  and  the  work  lias  been 
completed,  and  the  conduit  across  Farm  pond 
has  been  finished. 

MAIN-DRAINAGE    WORKS. 

Ninth-street  Intercepting  Sewer. 
Plans  and  specifications  for  an  extension  of  the 


intercepting  sewer  in  Ninth  street,  South  Bos- 
ton, from  N  to  Q  street,  have  been  made,  and 
the  contract  awarded.  It  is  expected  that  the 
sewer  will  be  ready  for  use  the  first  of  May  next. 

MAIN   AND   INTERCEPTING  SEWERS. 

The  regular  force  have  been  employed  attend- 
ing to  the  gates,  regulators,  etc.,  and  in  flushing' 
the  sewers. 

Obstructions  have  been  caused  in  the  inter- 
cepting sewers  by  accumulations  of  gravel  and 
street  washings,  the  removal  of  which  will  be 
greatly  facilitated  by  the  special  machinery 
which  lias  been  devised  for  that  purpose. 

PUMPING  STATION. 

The  pumping  machinery  is  in  good  working 
condition.  Iron  floors  have  been  placed  in  the 
filth  hoist  and  about  the  storm  engines,  and 
early  in  the  coming  season  the  main  floor  will  be 
finished,  so  as  to  bring  the  station  up  to  the  re- 
quired standard  of  neatness.  Work  is  also  being 
pushed  as  vigorously  as  possible  to  enlarge  the 
facilities  for  removing  the  sludge  from  the  tank 
sewers. 

MOON  ISLAND. 

The  regular  force  have,  in  addition  to  their 
routine  work,  put  an  iron  fence  around  the 
reservoir,  and  clone  considerable  fencing  on  the 
embankments.  Four  dolphins  are  being  con- 
structed, for  the  safety  of  steamers  lying  at  the 
wharf. 

The  following  shows  the  amount  of  sewage 
disposed  of  during  the  past  year: 

Average  daily  pumping 36,000,000  gallons 

Maximum  "  "        112,000.000     " 

Minimum    "  "         24,000,000     " 

Average  lilt 35.26 

"  duty  of  pump-plant 97,000,000  ft.  lbs. 

"  gallons  pumped,  per  lb.  of 

coal 3,300 

The  works  have  proved  generally  very  satis- 
factory, but  several  necessary  adjuncts  to  the 
system  remain  incomplete,  namely :  Dwellings 
for  employees,  pumping-station  over  the  east 
shaft,  and  a  sea-wall  at  Moon  Island.  Of  the 
above  the  dwellings  for  employees  and  the 
pumping-station  at  the  east  shaft  are  of  special 
importance,  and  should  be  constructed  as  soon 
as  the  necessary  funds  can  be  obtained. 

PARKS. 

The  Charles  River  Embankment  has  been 
completed,  and  the  area  in  the  rear  of  it  has 
been  filled  to  a  sub-grade  three  feet  below  the 
top  of  the  wall,  and  the  wooden  pier  at  the  Ma- 
rine Park  has  been  completed. 

No  other  work  has  been  done  for  this  depart- 
ment, except  such  as  has  been  necessary  for  the 
protection  of  property.  The  freshet  in  Febru- 
ary last  caused  some  inconvenience  on  account 
of  the  unusual  amount  of  water  discharged  by 
Stony  brook,  but  no  serious  injury  was  done,  and 
the  various  structures  for  controlling  the  flow  of 
water  fulfilled  the  purpose  sor  which  they  were 
built. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

William  Jackson, 

City  Engineer. 

Appendix    3CX. 

Board  of  Police  for  the  City  of  Boston,     1 
No.  7  Pemberton  square,  Dec.  23,  1886. ) 
Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Dear  Sir, — In  response  to  your  communication 
asking  for  information  concerning  the  Police 
Department,  for  use  in  your  inaugural  address, 
the  Board  of  Police  has  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following: 

The  police  year  ended  Nov.  30,  and  the  statis- 
tics are  made  up  to  that  date.  The  arrests  for 
the  year  were  28,510,  a  decrease  of  285  from  the 
preceding  12  months,  and  being  556  less  than  the 
average  number  for  the  past  seven  years.  There 
was  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  arrests  for  all 
classes  of  offences,  excepting  those  against  the 
license  laws. 

The  amount  of  property  reported  stolen  was 
$77,956.39.  being  $31,791.11  less  than  the  preceding 
year,  and  the  amount  recovered  by  the  police, 
that  was  stolen  in  and  out  of  the  city,  was  $122,- 
260.20. 

In  the  license  year,  beginning  May  l,  there 
were  2094  places  licensed  to  sell  intoxicating 
liquors,  and,  deducting  the  licenses  that  have 
been  cancelled,  forfeited,  etc.,  there  are  now 
2059  licensed  places  in  the  city. 
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There  were  41  officers  appointed,  16  discharged, 
11  resigned,  8  died  and  5  pensioned.  In  this  con- 
nection the  board  desires  to  call  your  honor's  at- 
tention to  a  former  recommendation,  that  all 
lees  received  1'rom  licenses  (excepting  liquor  li- 
censes) over  which  the  police  have  supervision, 
be  set  apart  to  form  a  pension  fund.  If  this 
were  done  it  would  not  be  long  before  there 
would  be  no  necessity  for  making  an  annual  .ap- 
propriation for  the  purpose. 

The  station-houses,  with  the  exception  of  No. 
1,  are  generally  in  a  fair  condition.  The  ordi- 
nary repairs  and  alterations  have  been  made  by 
the 'Public  Building-  Department,  and  the  board 
desires  to  acknowledge  the  promptness  and  effi- 
ciency with  which  the  superintendent  of  that 
department  has  met  its  requisitions.  It  is  per- 
haps unnecessary  to  repeat  what  has  been  so 
often  said  by  successive  Boards  of  Police  Com- 
missioners in  regard  to  the  bad  condition  of  Sta- 
tion-house No.  1— a  subject  to  which  you  also 
alluded  in  your  last  inaugural.  It  is  sufficient 
to  say  that  there  has  been  no  change  for  the  bet- 
ter, and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  means  will  be 
found  before  long  to  provide  a  building. 

The  police  signal  system,  which  has  been  on 
trial  in  I  livision  G,  has  given  great  satisfaction 
and  fully  justifies  the  opinion,  many  times  ex- 
pressed, as  to  its  value  in  the  department.  The 
opinion  of  other  police  departments  in  cities 
that  have  adopted  a  signal  system  is  fully  borne 
out  by  our  experience. 

The  force  has  performed  its  duty  cheerfully 
and  efficiently,  and,  it  is  believed,  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  public. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  T.  Whiting, 
William  H.  Lee, 
W.  M.  Osborne, 
Board  of  Police. 


a i»[K'iHi**i  it- 
Department  of  Pajxks,  City  of  Boston,  ) 
Board  of  Commissioners, 
85  Milk  street,  Dec.  22, 1SS6.     } 
Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  your  request  for  a  brief 
statement  of  facts  of  the  work  done  in  this  de- 
partment the  past  year,  and  its  prospective 
wants,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows : 

No  appropriations  having  been  made,  the  only 
works  of  park  construction  carried  on  have  been 
at  the  Charles-river  embankment  and  at  the 
Marine  Park,  South  Boston,  from  balances  of 
last  year's  appropriation. 

This  work  consisted  of  the  completion  of  the 
embankment,  sea  wall  and  tilling  the  land  en- 
closed by  it  to  grade  10 ;  the  completion  of  the 
Marine-park  pier;  the  building  of  a  shelter, 
350  feet  long  at  its  outer  end,  and  moving  the  re- 
fectory building  to  a  point  near  the  entrance  to 
the   pier,  a  more  convenient  and  appropriate 

The  pier  was  constructed  with  the  expectation 
that  it  would  be  greeted  with  pleasure  by  the 
industrious  and  hard-working'  people  of  South 
Boston ;  but  the  satisfaction  it  has  given  has  ex- 
ceeded their  anticipation.  Many  days  thous- 
ands, from  far  and  near,  have  visited  it,  and  en- 
joyed its  healthful  breezes  and  pleasing  pros- 
pects. During  the  heat  of  the  day  it  has  been 
found  a  healthful  resort  for  infant  children  in 
the  care  of  their  mothers  and  nurses. 

It  has  been  impossible  from  lack  of  funds  to 
complete  the  Charles-river  embankment;  still 
the  work  has  been  going  on  constantly,  large 
amounts  of  filling  material  having  been  placed 
free  of  cost,  much  of  it  coming  from  the  site  of 
the  new  Court  House.  Some  of  the  land 
is  still  occupied  by  coal  and  lumber  yards, 
tenement  houses,  and  buildings  used  for 
various  business  purposes,  which  must 
remain  until  an  appropriation  for  laying 
out  the  groundscan  be  obtained.  In  the 
meantime  the  revenue  derived  from  its  oc- 
cupants has  furnished  much  of  the  means  from 
which  the  expenses  of  the  department  have 
been  paid.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  West  End, 
and  the  people  generally,  should  be  so  long  de- 
prived of  the  benefits  of  this  important  feature 
of  our  park  system.  This,  in  fact. may  be  said  of 
all  our  parks.  The  department  has  been  well 
equipped  in  its  landscape  architect  and  gard- 
ener, and  it  is  a  pity  to  see  their  talents  idle 
while  weeds  grow  and  plants  burn  in  the  sun. 
Of  the  land  suits  remaining  unsettled  at  the  be- 


ginning of  the  year,  14  have  been  settled  by 
agreement  or  trial,  three  of  which,  however, 
have  been  carried  up  on  exceptions,  leaving  six 
others  now  pending. 

The  covered  channel  for  Muddy  river  devel- 
oped further  weakness  at  its  upper  end,  pre- 
sumably caused  by  the  sinking  of  the  piles  upon 
which  it  rests.  It  was  temoporarily  secured  by 
bracing,  but  will  require  to  be  overhauled  the 
coining  year,  for  which  an  appropriation  will  be 
required. 

Complaints  have  been  made  to  this  depart- 
ment that  Muddy  river  is  yet  in  a  very  unpleas- 
ant and  unhealthy  state,  mostly  caused  by  the 
overflows  from  the  Brookline  sewer.  The 
Board  of  Health  has  repeatedly  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  selectmen  of  Brookline  to  this  evil, 
but  without  success.  This  department,  control- 
ling only  the  parcels  of  land  thus  far  purchased 
f or  the  improvement,  has  no  jurisdiction  in  the 
matter,  and  it  is  mentioned  in  this  connection 
for  such  recommendation  as  you  think  fit  to 
make. 

The  work  undone  and  the  wants  of  the  depart- 
ment are  the  same  as  a  year  ago,  with  which 
you  are  so  well  acquainted,  and  which  all  your 
acts  show  you  fully  appreciate. 

I  am,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 
Benjamin  Dean, 
Chairman  Board  of  Park  Commissioners. 


Appendix    Z. 

Boston  Public  Library,  ) 

Trustees'  Room, 

December  22, 1886. ) 
To  the  Honorable  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Sir, — In  conformity  with  your  request  that  the 
trustees  of  the  Public  Library  would  present  a 
brief  statement  of  the  work  done  in  this  depart- 
ment of  the  city  government,  they  would  take 
leave  respectfully  to  offer  the  following  recapit- 
ulation for  the  year,  of  which  the  actual  statis- 
tics of  the  whole  institution  cannot  be  complete 
until  subsequent  to  the  first  January  next.  The 
last  printed  report  of  the  trustees  covered  only 
two  thirds  of  the  previous  year. 

In  general,  we  may  report  that — 

The  Bates  Hall  Library  accessions  of  books 
have  been  of  unusual  value. 

A  slight  increase  is  shown  in  the  circulation 
and  use  of  books  in  the  central  libraries,  while 
in  the  branches  established  at  South  Boston, 
East  Boston  and  Roxbury  there  has  been  a  large 
decrease,  owing  principally  to  the  withdrawal 
from  those  libraries  of  sensational  books  for  the 
young.  This  result,  as  in  the  lower  hall,  will 
only  have  temporary  effect. 

The  grand  total  of  volumes  in  the  Boylston- 
street  Library,  and  all  the  branches,  is  approxi- 
mately 483,933  volumes,  of  which  135,827  are  to 
be  found  in  the  branches. 

The  expenditures  of  the  institution  from  the 
last  city  appropriation  are  within  the  propor- 
tional limit  for  the  year  ending  30th  April,  1887. 

The  cost  of  the  new  Library  building  to  the 
1st  of  December  has  been  $73,600.20,  of  which 
$10,000  were  used  for  the  competition  in  plans 
offered  by  the  city  government;  $3713  35  for 
miscellaneous  expenses;  and  $49,886.85  for  the 
earthwork,  piling,  and  stone  foundations  of  the 
whole  edifice. 

The  following  statement  of  facts  is  important 
as  showing  the  history  of  the  progress  of  the 
work  on  the  new  Library  building  from  the  in- 
ception of  the  movements  for  its  construction 
in  1876. 

NEW  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  BUILDING. 

In  the  annual  report  of  the  trustees  of  the 
Public  Library,  in  1876,  the  attention  of  the  city 
government  was  desired  as  to  the  present  need 
of  larger,  better,  and  safer  accommodation  for 
the  rapidly  increasing  collections  of  the  institu- 
tion. 

No  special  action  was,  however,  taken  until 
the  inaugural  address  of  Mayor  Prince,  in  1S79, 
brought  the  subject  in  earnest  form  before  the 
City  Council.     • 

In  August,  1880,  the  city  of  Boston  accepted 
from  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  the 
grant  of  a  parcel  of  land  situated  on  the  corner 
of  Dartmouth  street  and  Boylston  street,  to  be 
used  for  library  purposes — and  in  December, 
1881,  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Library  were 
authorized  by  the  city  government  to  consult 
the  trustees  concerning  a  new  library  building. 

On  the  1st  of  April,  1882,  the  City  Council  re- 
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quested  the  trustees  of  the  Public  Library  to  re- 
port upon  the  fitness  of  the  present  High  and 
Latin  School  building,  for  the  purpose  of  the 
Public  Library,  and  on  the  2d  of  May  the  trus- 
tees directed  the  president  to  communicate  to  the 
City  Council  that  in  their  opinion  "the  English 
High  and  Latin  School  building,  neither  in  part 
nor  as  a  whole,  is  fit  for  the  uses  of  the  Public 
Library,"  for  which  good  and  sufficient  reasons 
were  given. 

In  1882,  on  petition  of  the  City  Council,  the 
State  Legislature  authorized  the  city  of  Boston 
to  take  for  the  Public  Library  the  land  belong- 
ing to  private  parties  adjoining  the  estate  granted 
by  the  Commonwealth. 

On  the  24th  of  February,  1883,  the  following  or- 
der passed  the  Board  of  Trustees,  "that  the 
plans  for  the  Public  Library  building  on  the 
Back  Bay  land,  drawn  by  George  A.  Clough,  and 
the  estimated  cost  thereof  at  .$450,000,  are  hereby 
approved."  This  order  was  subsequently  passed 
and  approved  by  the  mayor,  but  before  the 
working  plans  and  specifications  were  finished. 
Mr.  dough  failed  of  a  re-election  as  city  archi- 
tect, and  it  became  necessary  to  begin  anew. 

On  the  21st  of  April.  1883,  the  city  of  Boston 
took  formal  possession  of  the  land  given  by  the 
Commonwealth,  and  also  of  the  estates  on  St. 
James  street. 

On  request  of  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Library,  a  preliminary  approximate  descrip- 
tion of  the  internal  necessities  of  the 
building  was  prepared  and  issued  on  the 
first  of  -January.  1884,  for  the  proposed 
competition  for  designs  by  architects.  On 
the  first  of  January,  18S5,  the  trustees  of  the 
library,  together  with  A.  H.  Vinai,  Esq..  the 
city  architect,  were  authorized  to  award  the 
prizes  to  the  four  best  designs.  This  joint  body 
also  agreed  that  neither  of  the  plans  to  which 
prizes  were  awarded  covered  the  requirements 
of  the  edifice.  On  the  31st  of  March,  1885, 
by  vote  of  the  city  government,  the  construction 
of  the  Public  Library  building  was  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  city  architect,  under  the  condi- 
tions previously  passed  of  the  issue  of  a  loan  of 
$450,000,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  plans  by 
the  trustees. 

In  the  early  spring  of  1SS6  the  position  and  ex- 
terior dimensions  of  the  buildings  were  finally 
settled,  and  the  first  pile  for  the  foundations 
was  driven  on  the  21st  of  April.  1SS6.  just  before 
the  State  limitations  of  the  time  of  occupancy 
had  expired. 

Since  that  date  the  piling  and  foundations 
have  been  completed,  and  the  stone-work  cov- 
ered up  for  the  winter. 

Plans  for  the  elevation  and  internal  structure 
have  not  yet  been  definitely  completed  and  set- 
tled—but it  is  hoped  that  they  will  be  sufficient- 
ly elaborated  before  the  coming  spring— so  as  to 
permit  further  progress  in  construction.  In  the 
plans  of  so  important  an  edifice,  to  be  built  for 
an  expected  service  of  centuries,  human  fore- 
sight can  possibly  only  compass  the  strength, 
safety,  light,  heating,  and  ventilation  of  the 
whole  edifice,  and  with  only  a  conjectural  pro- 
vision of  what  extension  may  be  required  for 
the  conveniences  of  public  use,  and  the  contin- 
uation of  the  gift  and  purchase  of  special  collec- 
tions to  be  housed  in  the  main  building.  The  ar- 
rangement of  the  principal  portion  of  the  library 
under  the  modern  system  of  stacking  has 
already  been  provided.  It  must  be  remembered 
also  that  this  is,  so  far  as  is  known,  the  only 
great  free  reference  library  in  the  world  which 
permits  circulation  of  a  large  portion  of  its 
treasures,  and  provision  is  to  be  made  for  the 
convenience  of  this  object,  as  well  as  the  use  of 
books  in  the  rooms  of  the  building. 

It  is  proper  to  add  that  the  trustees  have  no 
power  to  originate  any  work  of  construction; 
their  duties  are  limited  by  the  City  Council  to 
the  approval  of  plans,  which  shall  not  exceed  an 
expenditure  of  $450,000  for  the  completion  ol  tne 
whole  edifice. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library, 
By  W.  W.  Greenough,  President. 


Appendix  ZZ. 

Architect's  Department,  ) 
City  Hall,  Boston. 

Dec.  is,  1886.     ) 
Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien.  Mayor. 

Dear  Sir. — I  would  respectfully  submit  the  fol- 
lowing brief  statement  of  the  work  performed 
by  this  department  during  the  present  year. 


The  following  buildings  have  been  completed : 

A  grammar  sehoolhouse.  accommodating  780 
pupils,  on  Huntington  avenue  and  Wigglesworth 
street. 

A  grammar  sehoolhouse.  for  336  pupils,  on 
Winship  place.  Brighton  District." 

A  primary  sehoolhouse,  for  224  pupils,  on  Med- 
ford  street,  Charlestown. 

An  engine-house  for  the  Fire  Department,  on 
Saratoga  street,  East  Boston. 

A  pumping-station  for  the  Roxbury  high  ser- 
vice, and  a  gatehouse  at  Basin  4,  Ashland,  Mass., 
both  for  the  Water  Department. 

A  stable  for  Police  Division  Xo.  14,  Brighton 
District.  . 

There  are  now  in  process  of  erection,  to  be 
completed  in  the  spring*oi  next  year : 

A  grammar  sehoolhouse,  for  784  pupils,  on 
Dudlev  street,  Ward  20. 

A  Fire  Department  building,  to  accommodate 
an  engine  and  a  hook  and  ladder  company,  on 
Bovlston  street. 

A  police  station  on  Bovlston  street,  adjacent  to 
said  engine  house. 

A  home  for  paupers  on  Long  Island,  Boston 
Harbor,  for  500  inmates. 

Two  large  buildings  for  contagious  cases,  on 
the  grounds  of  the  City  Hospital. 

An  engine  house  on  Monument  street.  Charles- 
town,  to  accommodate  an  engine  and  a  ladder 
company. 

Also  a  number  of  small  buildings  for  the  vari- 
ous departments  of  the  city. 

Plans  have  been  made  and  accepted  for  a 
sehoolhouse  of  20  rooms,  for  deaf  mutes,  to  be 
situated  on  Xewbury  street.  . 

It  was  expected  that  work  on  the  foundations 
would  have  alreadv  been  begun,  but  the  con- 
struction has  been  delayed  as  the  full  appropria- 
tion for  the  building  has  not  yet  been  obtained. 

Plans  are  now  being  made  for  the  following 
buildings.  Contracts  for  the  work  will  be  let 
and  construction  commenced  in  the  early 
spring : 

A  building  for  out-patients,  on  the  grounds  of 
the  City  Hospital. 

A  Fire  Department  building  for  an  engine 
companv  at  Brighton.  . 

A  hook  and  ladder  house,  to  be  situated  m 
Boslindale.  and  a  large  pumping-station  build- 
ing for  the  Water  Board,  at  the  Chestnut -Hill 
Reservoir. 

In  the  earlv  part  of  the  year  construction  was 
commenced  "on  the  foundations  of  the  new  Pub- 
lic Library-  building,  and  the  work  progressing 
rapidlv  during  the  summer  enabled  us  to  com- 
plete the  foundation  by  the  middle  of  Novem- 
ber, before  the  cold  weather  set  in.  The  foun- 
dations are  now  boarded  over,  and  as  soon  as 
the  weather  will  permit  are  all  ready  to  receive 
the  superstructure:  but  as  the  trustees  have  not 
as  vet  decided  on  the  requirements  of  the  build- 
ing, it  is  hardlv  probable  that  anything  will  be 
done  on  this  building  the  coming  spring. 

There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  newspaper  eon- 
troversv  in  reference  to  the  library  building, 
and  a  demand  made  by  a  few  citizens  and  many 
architects  that  an  elegant  building  be  con- 
structed by  the  citv  of  Boston  for  its  Public  Li- 
brary. As  the  appropriation  made  for  this  work 
is  comparatively  a  small  one,  all  that  can  be 
built  is'  a  very  plain,  substantial  building,  with 
little  or  no  ornamentation,  and  trusting  alone  to 
the  beautv  of  its  proportions  for  architectural 
effect.  I  have  as  vet  been  unable  to  make  a  defi- 
nite plan  for  the  exterior,  as  this  cannot  be  done 
until  the  trustees  can  agree  as  to  what  they  re- 
quire for  the  internal  arrangements  of  the 
building. 

Very  respectfullv  submitted. 

Arthur  H.  Ytnal,  City  Architect. 


Appendix  ZZZ. 

Sewer  Department.  City  Hall,  ) 
Boston.  Dec.  22, 1886.      I 
Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien.  Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir.— In  answer  to  your  request  for  a 
statement  in  relation  to  work  done  by  the  Sewer 
Department  during  the  past  year,  permit  me  to 
sav  that  the  department  has  built  about  15% 
miles  of  sewers  and  210  basins,  and  expended 
(exclusive  of  January  draft).  S539.369.7S. 

Tli£  greater  part  of  the  work  has  been  done  m 
what  is  known  as  the  outlying  districts.  In  the 
Ashmont  district  a  main  sewer  is  in  procses  of 
construction,  and  will  be  completed  by  spring. 
For  the  past  four  or  five  years  the  residents  in 
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this  part  of  Boston  have  suffered  for  the  want 
of  proper  drainage  facilities. 

The  soil  in  this  locality  is  of  a  clayey  nature, 
and  cesspools  are  of  little  or  no  use.  This  is  a 
district  which  is  glowing- rapidly  and  being  built 
over  by  a  class  of  houses  which  the  city  ot  Bos- 
ton may  well  feel  proud  of. 

At  a  public  hearing,  given  by  the  Committee 
on  Sewers,  last  spring,  facts  were  brought  out, 
showing  that  several  deaths  which  occurred  in 
this  district  could  be  directly  traced  to  the  want 
of  proper  drainage.  "When  this  system  is  com- 
pleted the  district  will  probably  show  a  consid- 
erable increase  in  building  operations. 

ROSLINDALE  DISTRICT. 

This  district  had  no  sewerage  system  whatever 
until  the  past  two  years.  Since  that  time  there 
has  been  built  several  mains  and  lateral  sewers, 
among  which  may  be  mentioned  a  main  extend- 
ing from  Forest  Hills  station  toKittredge  street, 
about  7000  feet,  and  which  is  intended  as  an  out- 
let to  drain  about  850  acres. 

A  very  marked  improvement  in  the  building 
of  houses  has  taken  place  in  this  district  since 
sewers  have  been  built. 

DORCHESTER. 

The  residents  in  the  district  bounded  by  Blue- 
hill  avenue,  Washington  and  Norfolk  streets, 
have  for  a  number  of  years  patiently  waited  for 
a  system  of  sewers.  This  department  has  just 
completed  a  main  sewer  by  tunnelling  through 
the  hill  in  Centre  street,  which  furnishes  an 
outlet  for  all  that  part  of  Dorchester. 

About  500  acres  of  unoccupied  land,  heretofore 
unfit  to  build  upon,  have  since  the  completion  of 


sewers  in  this  district,  been  built  upon  to  a  very 
great  extent. 

BRIGHTON  DISTRICT. 

This  district,  until  the  past  year,  has  also  suf- 
fered for  the  want  of  proper  sewers.  The  de- 
partment has  built  a  main  and  several  lateral 
sewers,  thereby  giving  facility  for  draining  about 
700  acres  of  land,  and  about  450  houses  already 
built. 

BEACON  STREET. 

A  number  of  costly  houses,  between  Beacon 
street  and  the  Boston  &  Albany  railroad,  and 
West  Chester  park  and  Ipswich  street,  formerly 
drained  into  the  channel  of  Stony  brook,  and 
thereby  caused  a  nuisance.  This  has  been  obvi- 
ated by  the  building  of  a  main  sewer  in  Beacon 
street,  taking  the  sewerage  out  of  Stony  brook, 
and  conveying  it  to  the  improved  system  of  sew- 
erage in  Hereford  street. 

Builders  and  others  complained  that  it  was 
impossihle  to  sell  houses  in  this  neighborhood, 
until  sewers  were  built. 

EAST  BOSTON. 

For  a  number  of  years  the  sewerage  for  a  part 
of  East  Boston  has  emptied  into  a  basin  formed 
by  the  Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  railroad 
and  Bremen  street. 

The  death-rate  in  this  district  has  been  very 
large.  A  large  outlet  is  now  in  process  of  con- 
struction, and  will  be  probably  completed  some- 
time in  January,  1887,  which  will  remedy  the 
evils  complained  of,  and  tend  to  reduce  the 
death-rate.    Very  respectfully, 

Thomas  J.  Young, 
Superintendent  of  Sewers. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Organization  of  the  Government. 


Monday,  Jan.  3, 1887. 

The  city  government  of  1887  was  organized  to- 
day. 

The  members-elect  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
assembled  in  their  chamber  at  10  o'clock,  A.M., 
Aid.  Allen,  senior  member,  in  the  chair,  to  await 
the  action  of  the  Council. 

The  Chair— It  becomes  my  duty  as  senior 
member  of  this  Board  to  call  you  to  order.  We 
are  assembled  this  morning  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  upon  ourselves  the  oath  of  office  for  the 
coming  year.  If  we  bring  to  the  discharge  of 
our  duties  the  best  of  our  ability,  free  from  poli- 
tical or  personal  preferences,  we  shall  serve  our 
city  well  and  shall  contribute  to  the  wealth, 
comfort  and  prosperity  of  all  our  constituents. 

Councilman-elect  William  B.  F.  Whall  came 
in  at  this  point,  escorted  by  City  Messenger 
Peters,  and  announced  that  he  had  been  in- 
structed to  inform  the  Board  of  Aldermen  elect 
that  a  quorum  of  the  Common  Council  elect  was 
present,  and  that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  were 
invited  to  join  them  to  be  qualified. 

The  Chairman  instructed  Councilman-elect 
Whall  to  inform  the  Common  Council  elect 
that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  elect  would  im- 
mediately wait  upon  them  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
ceiving the  oath  of  office. 

On  motion  of  Alderman-elect  Donovan  it  was 
voted  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  convey  a 
message  to  His  Honor  the  Mayor  informing  him 
that  a  quorum  of  the  Board  was  present  ready  to 
be  qualified,  and  Aldermen-elect  Donovan  and 
N.  G.  Smith  being  appointed  said  committee  by 
the  Chair,  immediately  retired,  and  having 
attended  to  that  duty  returned  and  informed 
the  members-elect  of  the  Board  that  His  Honor 
the  Mayor  was  present  and  in  readiness. 

His  Honor  the  Mayor  entered,  accompanied  by 
Chief  Justice  Morton,  Rev.  Mathew  Harkins, 
Sheriff  O'Brien,  City  Messenger  Peters,  and 
Nathaniel  H.  Taylor,  the  mayor's  private  secre- 
tary, and  accompanied  by  the  members-elect 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  all  proceeded  to  join 
the  members-elect  of  the  Common  Council  in 
joint  session  at  10.16  A.  M. 

The  members-elect  of  the  Common  Council 
assembled  in  the  Council  chamber,  and  were 
called  to  order  at  10.07  A.  M.  by  William  H. 
Whitmore  of  Ward  12,'  the  senior  member,  who 
said: 

Gentlemen  of  the  Common  Council  of  1887,— 
Allow  me  to  wish  you  all  a  happy  new  year,  and 
to  congratulate  you  upon  the  favorable  circum- 
stances under  which  we  meet  this  morning. 
There  is  no  law  regulating  the  organization  of 
this  body,  but  by  the  custom  of  many  years  the 
senior  member-elect  presides  until  the  president 
has  been  chosen,  and  the  clerk  of  the  Common 
Council  of  the  past  year  also  officiates  as  clerk. 
If  no  objection  is  made  to  that  proceeding,  we 
will  do  as  we  have  done  in  past  years,  and  Mr. 
O'Kane,  the  clerk  of  the  former  Council,  will 
act  as  clerk.  In  former  years  it  was  customary 
also  to  collect  credentials.  But  under  the  new 
law,  by  which  each  member  has  a  copy  of  his 
credentials,  and  the  clerk  has  a  certified  copy 
from  the  city  clerk  of  the  list  of  members-elect, 
it  seems  therefore  to  be  unnecessary  to  collect 
credentials.  The  clerk  will  therefore  call  the 
roll  at  the  present  time.  Members  will  please 
answer  to  their  names  as  called. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  69  members-elect 
answered  to  their  names : 

The  clerk  read  a  certificate  from  the  city  clerk 
that  the  list  of  names  held  by  the  clerk  was  a 
correct  list  of  the  aldermen  and  Common  Coun- 
cil-elect for  the  ensuing  year. 

Mr.  Whall  offered  an  order— That  a  commit- 
tee be  appointed  to  invite  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men to  join  the  Common  Council  to  be  qualified 
and  to  notify  the  mayor  that  the  two  branches 
are  assembled  together,  in  order  that  he  may 
administer  the  oath  and  communicate  his  an- 
nual address. 


Passed,  and  Mr.  Whall  was  appointed  said 
committee.  He  retired  to  perform  the  duty  as- 
signed, and  presently  reported  verbally  as  fol- 
lows : 

Your  committee  appointed  to  inform  the  Hon- 
orable Board  of  Aldermen  that  a  quorum  of  the 
Common  Council  was  present,  and  to  invite  His 
Honorlthe  Mayor  and  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
to  join  the  Common  Council  to  be  qualified,  has 
attended  to  its  duty,  and  begs  leave  to  report 
that  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  will  be  in  immediate  attendance. 

His  Honor  Mayor  O'Brien,  attended  by  Chief 
Justice  Morton  of  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  and  Rev.  Mathew  Harkins  of  St.  James 
Catholic  Church,  chaplain  of  the  day,  and  the 
members-elect  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  en- 
tered the  Council  chamber  and  took  seats  with 
the  members  of  the  Council. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  Mr.  Harkins  as 
follows,  being  substantially  that  of  the  Catholic 
Church  for  ruling  powers: 

In  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son, 
and  of  the  Holy  Ghost.    Amen. 

Almighty  and  Eternal  God,  from  whom  come 
all  holy  desires,  all  right  counsels  and  all  just 
works,  we  appear  now  in  thy  presence  to  invoke 
thy  protection  and  to  implore  thy  assistance 
during  the  year  which  has  just  begun.  Mindful 
of  our  entire  dependence  upon  thee,  and 
grateful  for  thy  past  benefits,  we  pray  thee,  O 
God  of  might,  wisdom  and  justice,  through 
whom  authority  is  rightly  administered,  laws 
are  enacted  and  judgment  decreed,  assist  with 
thy  Holy  Spirit  of  counsel  and  fortitude  the 
mayor  of  this  city  and  those  associated  with 
him  in  the  government,  that  his  administration 
may  be  conducted  in  righteousness,  ami  be  emi- 
nently useful  to  thy  people  for  whose  good  it  is 
established,  by  encouraging  due  respect  for  vir- 
tue and  religion,  by  a  faithful  execution  of  the 
laws  in  justice  and  mercy,  and  by  restraining 
vice  and  immorality.  Let  the  light  of  thy 
divine  wisdom  direct  all  its  deliberations  and 
shine  forth  in  all  its  proceedings,  so  that  they 
may  tend  to  the  preservation  of  peace,  the  promo- 
tion of  social  happiness,  the  increase  of  industry, 
sobriety  and  useful  knowledge;  and  may  be  re- 
ceived by  all  with  respect  and  obedience  as  the 
expression  of  thy  divine  will.  We  pray  also  for 
all  those  in  authority  in  the  nation,  and  in  this, 
our  beloved  Commonwealth,  for  all  who  frame 
laws  and  execute  them,  for  all  judges,  magis- 
trates and  other  officers  who  are  appointed  to 
guard  our  political  welfare ;  that  they  may  be 
enabled  by  thy  powerful  protection  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  their  respective  stations  with  hon- 
esty and  ability.  Direct,  we  beseech  thee  O 
Lord,  the  actions  of  all  our  rulers  by  thy  ispira- 
tion,  and  further  them  with  thy  continual  help, 
that  their  every  work  may  always  begin  through 
thee,  and  through  thee  be  likewise  ended.  We 
recommend  likewise  to  thy  unbounded  mercy 
all  our  fellow-citizens,  that  they  may  be  blessed 
in  the  knowledge  and  sanctified  in  the  observ- 
ance of  thy  most  holy  law,  that  they  may  be 
preserved  in  union  and  in  that  peace  which  the 
world  cannot  give ;  that  they  "may  bear  each 
other's  burdens  and  thus  fulfil  the  law  of 
Christ;"  and  after  enjoying  the  blessings  of  this 
life  be  admitted  to  those  which  are  eternal. 
This,  and  all  else,  which  in  thy  wisdom  thou 
knowest  to  be  useful  for  our  temporal  and  spir- 
itual good,  we  beg  of  thee,  through  the  merits 
and  by  the  intercession  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour, 
Jesus  Christ,  who,  with  thee  and  the  Holy  Ghost 
liveth  and  reigneth,  one  God  and  Father,  with- 
out end.  In  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the 
Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost.    Amen. 

The  usual  oaths  of  office  were  administered  to 
Hon  Hugh  O'Brien,  mayor-elect,  by  Chief-Jus- 
tice Morton. 

The  usual  oaths  of  office  were  administered  to 
the  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and 
Common  Council-elect  by  His  Honor  the  Mayor 
as  follows: 

Board  of  Aldermen. 

First  district— John  Henry  Sullivan. 
Second  district— Patrick  John  Donovan. 
Third  district— John  Alovsius  McLaughlin. 
Fourth  district— Tillv  Havnes. 
Fifth  district— Charles  Whipple  Smith. 
Sixth  district— William  Patrick  Carroll. 
Seventh  district— Charles  Michael  Bromwich. 
Eighth  district— Charles  Hastings  Allen. 
Ninth  district— Patrick  James  Maguire. 
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Tenth  district — Nathan  Grilman  Smith. 
Eleventh  district— John  Henry  Lee. 
Twelfth  district— Samiiel  John  Capen. 

Common  Council. 

Ward  1.— John  A.  Webster,  Frank  E.  Morrison, 
Henrv  Carstensen. 

Ward  2.— William  A.  Foss,  Thomas  O.  McEna- 
ney,  Jeremiah  F.  Coleman. 

Ward  3.— William  H.  Murphy,  John  F.  Sund- 
berg,  Peter  J.  Gallagher. 

Ward  4.— George  N.  Fisher,  Jr.,  Patrick  Coyle, 
(vacancy). 

Ward  5— Samuel  J.  Cochran,  Edward  F.  Keilly, 
Maurice  J.  McKenna. 

Ward  6.— William  J.  Mahoney,  Augustus  L. 
Perry,  John  J.  Murohv. 

Ward  7—  John  Gallagher,  William  B.  F. 
Whall.  Roger  Haggerty. 

Ward  8.— Edward  J.  Harrington,  Thomas  F. 
Kelley,  John  J.  Kennedy. 

Ward  9.— William  Power  Wilson,  Frank  Mori- 
son,  Andrew  B.  Lattimore. 

Ward  10— Jacob  Fottler,  Nathaniel  W.  Ladd, 
Edward  Sullivan. 

Ward  11.— Andreas  Blume,  William  R.  Eich- 
ards,  George  P.  Sanger,  Jr. 

Ward  12— William  H.  Whitmore,  Cornelius  F. 
Desmond,  Thomas  F.  Tracey. 

Ward  13.— Joseph  B.  Gomez,  Edward  J.  Leary, 
John  J.  Teevens. 

Ward  14.— Albert  F.  Lauten,  Edward  J.  Pow- 
ers, Frank  J.  Tuttle. 

Ward  15— William  S.  McNary,  Michael  J.  Car 
roll. 

Ward  16— David  F.  Barry,  Thomas  T.  Keliher 
John  W.  Hayes. 

Ward  17— Eobert  H.  Bowman,  John  W. 
O'Mealey,  S.  Edward  Shaw. 

Ward  18.— Henry  Frost,  Augustus  G.  Perkins, 
Frank  B.  Thayer. 

Ward  19— Bartholomew  J.  Connolly,  Thomas 
H.  Duggan,  James  H.  Sullivan. 

Ward  20— James  F.  Davern,  John  Murphy, 
Charles  H.  Dolan. 

Ward  21— Henry  S.  Dewey,  Cassius  C.  Powers, 
John  H.  Norton. 

Ward  22— John  C.  Short,  Eichard  Sullivan. 

Ward  23— George  E.  Fowler,  Sidney  L.  Burr, 
Lewis  L.  P.  Atwood. 

Ward  24— Eobert  W.  Light,  Edmund  F.  Snow, 
Louis  M.  Clark. 

Ward  25— John  T.  Chamberlain. 

His  Honor  Mayor  O'Brien  delivered  his  inau- 
gural address. 

The  mayor  and  members  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  retired  from  the  Council  chamber. 

In    Bo;u*<I  off    A  Ulermcit. 

The  aldermen  returned  to  the  aldermanic 
chamber  at  11.40  A.  M.,  accompanied  by  His 
Honor  the  Mayor.  Governor-elect  Ames,  Rev. 
Mr.  Harkins,  City  Messenger  Peters,  and  Na- 
thaniel H.  Taylor,  the  mayor's  private  secre- 
tary. 

Aid.  Allen  assumed  the  Chair. 

ELECTION  OF  CHAIRMAN. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll  it  was  voted  that 
the  Board  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  chairman 
for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Chair  appointed  Aid.  Carroll  and  Brom- 
wich  a  committee  to  receive,  sort  and  count  bal- 
lots. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 12 

Necessarv  for  choice 7 

Alii.  Donovan  received 7 

Aid.  Allen  received 4 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  received 1 

And  Aid.  Donovan  was  elected  chairman  of  the 
Board  for  the  year  1887. 

The  Chair  appointed  Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  and  Lee 
a  committee  to  escort  Aid.  Donovan  to  the  chair, 
which  duty  they  performed. 

Aid.  Allen  in  welcoming  Aid.  Donovan 
as  chairman,  spoke  as  follows:  Aid.  Donovan,  it 
gives  me  great  pleasure  to  welcome  you  to  this 
position  as  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
Your  experience  of  five  years  in  the  city  gov- 
ernment, and  your  thorough  familiarity  with 
the  rules  that  govern  the  City  Council,  and  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  will  render  your  duties 
pleasant  and  easy,  and  I  have  no  doubt,  that  you 
will  discharge  the  duties  imposed  upon  you  to 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  your  associates.  Gen- 
tlemen, I  have  the  pleasure  of  introducing  to 


you  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  for 
the  year  1887. 

The  chairman,  in  assuming  the  chair,  said 
Gentlemen  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
for  the  honor  which  you  have  con- 
ferred in  electing  me  as  your  presiding  officer,  I 
desire  to  return  to  you  my  sincere  thanks.  Li 
assuming  the  duties  as  chairman  of  this  board,  I 
am  perfectly  aware  that  it  is  a  position  of  hard 
and  constant  labor,  and  not  one  of  pleasure. 
Therefore,  I  am  going  to  ask  of  each  and  every 
alderman  his  co-operation,  so  that  the  burden 
may  be  lightened  as  the  business  of  the  Board 
advances  with  the  utmost  despatch  consistent 
with  the  welfare  and  good  government  of  the 
city.  With  that  assistance,  I  feel  assured  that 
when  called  upon  to  give  way  to  our  successors 
one  year  hence  the  same  pleasant  relations  at 
present  existing  will  be  the  result  of  your  de- 
liberations. Permit  me,  gentlemen,  to  again 
thank  you  for  the  great  honor  which  you  have 
this  day  conferred  upon  me,  and  I  wish  to  you, 
one  and  all,  a  happy  and  successful  new  year. 
The  Chair  now  awaits  the  pleasure  of  the  Board. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  an  order— That  a  message  be 
sent  to  the  Common  Council  informing  that 
branch  that  this  board  has  organized  by  the 
choice  of  Patrick  J.  Donovan  for  chairman  for 
the  current  year. 

Passed,  and  the  chairman  appointed  Aid.  Lee 
a  committee  of  one  to  convey  the  message  to 
the  Common  Council. 

Aid.  Lee  retired  at  11.48  A.  M.,  and  the  Board 
took  a  recess  pending  his  absence.  The  alder- 
man returned  at  11.50  A.  M.,  and  reported  that 
he  had  performed  the  duty  assigned  to  him,  and 
the  report  was  accepted. 

BUSINESS  OF   COMMITTEES. 

Aid.  Maguire  offered  an  order— That  the  sev- 
eral standing  committees  of  this  Board,  when 
appointed,  resume  the  business  appropriate  to 
them  referred  from  the  last  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Passed. 

Aid.  Allen  offered  an  order,  That  the  several 
joint  standing  committees  when  appointed,  re- 
sume the  unfinished  business  appropriate  to 
them,  referred  from  the  last  city  government. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

rules  and  orders. 

Aid.  Capen  offered  an  order— That  the  joint 
rules  and  orders  of  the  last  City  Council,  so  far 
as  they  may  be  consistent  with  the  provisions  of 
the  city  charter,  excepting  Rule  22,  be  adopted 
as  the  joint  rules  and  orders  of  the  present  City 
Council,  until  otherwise  ordered,  and  that  a 
joint  special  committee  consisting  of  five  mem-, 
hers  of  this  Board,  of  which  the  chairman  shall 
be  one,  and  such  of  the  Common  Council  may 
join,  be  appointed  to  prepare  rules  and  orders 
for  the  government  of  the  City  Council  for  the 
present  year.  . 

Passed,  and  the  chairman  appointed  Aid. 
Allen,  Sullivan,  Lee  and  Bromwich  said  com- 
mittee. 

Sent  down. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an  order— That  the 
rules  and  orders  of  the  last  Board  of  Aldermen 
be  adopted  as  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  pres- 
ent Board  until  otherwise  ordered,  excepting 
Rule  31,  and  that  a  special  committee  of  three 
members  be  appointed  to  prepare  rules  and  or- 
ders for  the  government  of  this  Board  for  the 
current  year. 

Passed.  . 

Later  in  the  session  the  chairman  appointed 
Aid.  Allen,  Sullivan  and  Lee  said  committee. 

MEETINGS  OF  THE  BOARD. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  offered  an  order — That  un- 
til otherwise  ordered  Monday,  at  4  o'clock  P.M., 
be  the  regular  day  and  hour  for  holding  regular 
sessions  of  the  Board. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

STATE  AID. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  offered  an  order— That  the 
city  treasurer  be  directed  to  pay  the  Stale  aid 
which  may  from  time  to  time  be  allowed  to  per- 
sons to  whom  such  payment  is  authorized  by 
Chapter  30  of  the  Public  Statutes,  and  to  em- 
ploy such  assistance  as  may  be  required  for  that 
purpose,  the  expense  thereof  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  soldiers'  relief, 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  also  offered  an  order,  That  a 
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special  committee,  consisting  of  three  members 
of  this  Board,  be  appointed  to  determine  the  al- 
lowance of  State  aid  pursuant  to  Statute  30  of 
the  Public  Statutes,  with  authority  to  employ 
such  clerical  assistance  as  may  be  required  for 
the  purpose,  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  soldiers'  relief. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  and  the 
chairman,  appointed  Aid.  N.  G.  Smith,  Mc- 
Laughlin and  Maguire  said  committee. 

SALES  BY  MINORS. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  offered  an  order— That  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  be.  and  they  are  hereby  au- 
thorized, in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
Chapter  68,  Section  2,  of  the  Public  Statutes,  to 
make  rules  and  regulations  to  restrain  sales  by 
minors. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Sent 
down. 

ELECTION  OF  CITY  CLERK. 

It  was  voted,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll,  that 
the  Board  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  city 
clerk. 

Committee — Aid.  Carroll  and  Capen. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 12 

Necessary  for  a  choice 7 

Joseph'O'Neil  received 8 

Augustus  X.  Sampson 4 

and  Joseph  H.  O'Xeil  wa.s  elected. 

It  was  voted,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Lee.  that  a 
communication  be  sent  to  the  Common  Council, 
notifying  them  of  the  selection  of  Joseph  H. 
O'Neil  as  city  clerk. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  suggest  to 
the  members  of  the  Board  that  the  Board 
take  a  recess,  awaiting  notice  of  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Council. 

The  Council  voted,  at  12.01  P.  M.,  on  motion  of 
Aid.  Carroll,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the  call 
of  the  chairman. 

organization  of  common  council. 

The  Board  reassembled  at  12.34  P.M.  when 
notice  was  received  of  the  organization  of  the 
Common  Council  by  the  election  of  David  F. 
Barry,  president,  and  Joseph  O.  Kane,  clerk. 

Placed  on  file. 

SEWERS. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  the  following: 

Order  of  notice  for  a  hearing  on  Monday.  Jan. 
10,  next,  at  4  o'clock  P.M.,  on  the  expediency  of 
constructing  a  common  sewer  in  Saratoga  street. 
East  Boston,  from  Trumbull  street  to  a  point  200 
feet  west  of  Wordsworth  street. 

Passed. 

Preambles  and  orders  for  the  construction  of 
common  sewers  as  follows : 

In  Ocean  street.  Dorchester,  between  TTells 
avenue  and  top  of  hill.  - 

In  Evans  street,  Dorchester,  between  Milton 
avenue  and  Stanton  avenue. 

Orders  severally  passed  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule. 

ERECTION  OF  TEMPORARY  PLATFORM. 

Aid.  Bromwich  offered  an  order— That  per- 
mission be  granted  to  the  Suffolk  Brewing  Com- 
pany to  erect  a  temporary  platform  to  receive 
ice  into  their  brewery  on  Eighth  street,  South 
Boston,  to  extend  over  the  sidewalk  and  so 
much  of  the  street  as  will  not  interfere  with  the 
running  of  the  cars  of  the  South  Boston  Railroad 
Company,  said  platform  to  remain  for  a  period 
not  exceeding  one  month, 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  read  a 
second  time  and  passed. 

Aid.  Bromwich  presented  the  petition  of  Suf- 
folk Brewing  Company  for  leave  to  erect  a  tem- 
pory  platform  on  Eighth  street  at  their  brewery, 
to  enable  it  to  receive  ice  into  the  brewery. 

Petition  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving 
(Aid.)  when  appointed. 

PARK  LOAN. 

Aid.  Carroll  offered  an  order— That  for  the 
purpose  of  defraying  the  cost  of  the  expenses  of 
constructing  the  parks  established  by  the  city 
of  Boston,  the  city  treasurer  is  hereby  author- 
ized to  issue  from  time  to  time  to  the  amount  of 
¥500,000  each  year,  and  to  a  total  amount  not  ex- 
ceeding §2,500.000,  negotiable  bonds  or  certifi- 
cates of  indebtedness,  payable  in  50  years  from 
their  date,  and  bearing  interest  at  a  rate  not  ex- 
ceeding 3  per  cent  per  annum,  to  be  denominated 
on  the  face  thereof  "Public  Park  Construction 
Loan." 


Aid.  Carroll — I  move  a  suspension  of  the 
rule  that  the  order  may  be  put  upon  its  passage 
at  this  time. 

Mi-.  Lee— I  would  embody  with  that  motion,  as 
an  amendment,  that  all  rales  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  and  all  joint  rules  that  conflict  with 
the  order  may  be  suspended,  in  order  that  this 
order  may  take  its  second  reading  and  be  put 
upon  its  passage  at  this  time. 

Aid.  Carroll  accepted  the  amendment  and 
the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  as  amended  was 
carried.  The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and 
the  question  came  on  its  passage. 

Aid.  Carroll — Mr.  Chairman  and  members  of 
the  Board— My  experience  of  the  last  year  in  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  was  of  such  a  nature  that  I 
thought  it  only  proper  that  what  we  neglected 
to  do  last  year  we  should  do  this  year.  That 
public  parks  are  a  necessity  requires  no 
language  from  me  to  convince  every 
thinking  citizen  of  the  city  of  Boston.  You 
are  all  familiar  with  the  history  and  pro- 
gress of  the  park  system.  You  are  all  familiar 
with  the  necessity  for  a  park  system,  and  the 
demand  for  a  park  system  on  the  part  of  the 
public.  To  the  people  whom  I  represent  it  is  of 
more  importance,  probably,  in  some  ways  than 
it  is  to  others,  because  in  that  section  we  have 
not  the  breathing-places  that  other  sections  of 
the  city  are  blessed  with,  and  the  completion  of 
the  South  Boston  park  will  be  one  of  the  great- 
est benefits  to  the  people  whom  I  have  the  honor 
to  represent.  That  language  which  I  apply  to 
the  citizens  of  South  Boston  I  have  felt  repre- 
sents the  feelings  of  the  people  in  every  other 
section  of  the  city  who  have  parks  in  their  re- 
spective neighborhoods,  or  who  desire  to  have 
the  present  condition  of  parks  either  bettered  or 
the  parks  completed.  I  say  to  the  members  of 
this  board,  and  especially  to  those  gentlemen  who 
have  joined  us  today,  that  the  mayor's  inaugural 
ought  to  convince  them  beyond  any  shadow  of  a 
doubt  that  it  is  a  public  demand,  and  a  matter 
in  which  the  public  are  interested,  and  one  that 
ought  to  receive  from  us,  as  public  servants,  a 
public  recognition.  It  is  a  demand  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  I  believe  as  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple we  should  pay  fitting  attention  to  their  de- 
sires and  requests,  and  I  hope  no  politics  will 
enter  into  the  consideration  of  it,  but  that  we 
will  act  upon  it  as  a  public  necessity  and  give  it, 
as  public  servants,  that  assistance  that  should 
be  given  to  it. 

Aid.  Allen— During  the  past  year  I  opposed 
the  granting  of  a  loan  to  the  amount  of  two  mil- 
lion and  a  half  dollars,  for  the  reason  that  I 
deemed  that  the  better  public  policy  would  be 
that  the  City  Council  of  each  year  should  pass 
upon  the  subject.  It  is  well  know  that  no 
more  than  8500,000  can  be  expended  in  any 
one  year,  and  it  seemed  to  me  that  the  part  of 
wisdom  was  that  the  City  Council  of  each  year 
should  pass  upon  the  subject.  It  is  a  subject 
upon  which  business  men  may  well  disagree. 
Some  may  recommend  the  policy  of  an  appro- 
priation annually,  and  others  may  recommend 
the  appropriation  as  called  for  by  the  order 
which  has  been  just  presented.  For  myself  I 
take  the  view  as  I  did  last  year,  and  I  shall  vote 
for  it  in  the  same  way  now.  I  wish  it  under- 
stood most  decidedly  and  distinctly  that  I  do 
not  do  so  from  any  opposition  to  the  parks.  I 
am  in  favor  of  parks ;  I  am  in  favor  of  their  be- 
ing finished  up,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
wiser  course  is  to  vote  upon  the  matter  annually. 
I  shall  therefore  vote  as  I  did  last  year  as 
against  this  order  which  has  been  presented. 

Aid.  Bromvsich— I  voted  for  the  order  last 
year,  and  gave  my  reasons  at  some  length  why  I 
thought  that  the  order  should  pass.  The  Legis- 
lature thought  proper  to  allow  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton to  raise  a  loan  large  enough  to  finish  the 
parks.  It  will  be  remembered  that  for  three 
months  the  act  in  regard  to  parks  hung  fire  in 
the  Legislature,  and  was  then  only  passed  by  a 
small  majority.  I  did  not  feel  inclined  to  trust 
the  Legislature  to  grant  us  annually  §500,000.  I 
thought  it  was  best  and  right  in  the  interests  of 
the  citizens  of  Boston  that  the  City  Council 
should  accept  that  proffer  that  was  made  to 
them  by  the  representatives  on  the  hill ;  there- 
fore I  voted  for  it.  That  was  one  reason ;  an- 
other reason  is  that  it  is  impossible  for  any  large 
undertaking  to  be  carried  out  on  specula- 
tion.   The  speculation  would  be   in   this  wise, 
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Commissioners  to  make  their  plans  and  to  map 
out  what  they  intended  to  do  in  proper  form,  un- 
less they  were  positively  certain  that  the  whole 
grant  that  was  allowed  us  would  he  appro- 
priated. For  that  reason  I  thought  proper  to 
vote  for  it.  There  is  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of 
all  the  aldermen  here  that  it  will  he  a  great 
benefit  to  the  citizens  of  Boston  and  the  people 
generally.  It  will  raise  the  value  of  property  be- 
fore the  loan  has  matured,  and  that  property 
will  be  of  immense  value  sooner  than  it  will  be 
if  we  go  along  patching  up  year  after  year.  I  am 
of  the  same  opinion  now,  and  am  very  glad  for 
one  that  it  has  been  brought  up  so  early  in  the 
year,  before  it  should  go  into  those  gentlemen's 
hands  who  were  here  so  very  numerous  in  the 
city  last  Friday.  The  same  party  that  was  here 
manipulating  against  the  wishes  of  the  city  gov- 
ernment would  he  only  too  glad  if  they  could  get 
hold  of  this  and  throw  it  back  into  the  Legisla- 
ture. AVe  are  doing  right,  brother  aldermen,  if 
we  pass  this,  and  let  us  pass  it  unanimously,  if 
we  can.  I  hope  that  our  ex-chairman  will  come 
around  and  give  us  his  vote.  I  certainly  shall 
vote  for  it. 

Aid.  Maguire— Mr.  Chairman,  I  agree  with 
the  alderman  on  my  right.  I  voted  for  this  mat- 
ter last  year,  and  I  am  happy  to  be  here  today 
to  vote  the  same  way  as  I  did  then.  I  think  that 
the  sooner  we  take  hold  of  this  matter  the  bet- 
ter it  will  be  for  all  of  us.  Four  or  five  years 
ago,  when  I  was  in  the  Council,  the  same  parties 
who  now  oppose  it  were  as  much  in  favor  of  tak- 
ing this  land  for  parks  as  I  was.  Now  that  we 
have  got  it,  it  would  seem  to  be  wisdom  on  the 
part  of  business  men  to  give  these  Park  Com- 
missioners money  enough  so  that  they  could  lay 
out  their  work,  mature  their  plans  and  complete 
their  parks.  We  know  that  the  people  of  Bos- 
ton want  parks;  we  know  that  the  $2,500,000  has 
been  voted  by  the  Legislature,  and  that  that 
will  end  it,  and  I  hope  that  the  order  will  pass. 

Aid.  Lee— I  undoubtedly,  sir,  would  agree  with 
the  alderman  from  the  eighth  district^  who  has 
taken  the  position  which  he  has,  if  I  had  not 
had,  sir,  a  fair  consideration  with  him  last  year 
upon  the  Committee  on  Finance.  I  would  agree 
with  him,  undoubtedly,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  the 
opinion  of  our  corporation  counsel  had  not  been 
that  if  we  appropriated  $500,000  it  would  exhaust 
the  act.  I  desire  while  on  my  feet  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  those  gentlemen  who  may  not  be  so 
conversant  with  the  act  or  the  opinion  of  the  cor- 
poration counsel  and  those  members  who  were 
here  last  year,  to  those  matters.  I  also  desire  to 
say,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I  agreed  with  the  alder- 
man from  the  tenth  district  and  signed  the 
majority  report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
advocating  taking  the  full  amount  of  two  mil- 
lion and  a  half  dollars.  Now  on  the  19th  of 
July,  1886,  the  corporation  counsel  in  answer  to 
an  inqury  of  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  submitted 
the  following  communication  to  this  branch  of 
last  year.  [Reading  corporation  counsel's  opin- 
ion communicated  by  the  mayor  as  printed  in 
the  proceedings  of  July  19,  188C]  Now,  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  trust  that  the  gentlemen  around 
this  Board  will  see,  as  the  gentleman  who  intro- 
duced the  order  has  said,  that  we  should  attend 
to  it  at  this  stage,  in  order  that  it  may  be  sent 
through  its  different  channels,  that  it  may  go  to 
the  other  branch,  that  it  may  receive  the  signa- 
ture of  the  executive,  and  that  it  may  then,  sir, 
go  to  the  Park  ( 'ommissioners,  who,  in  my  judg- 
ment, will  see,  sir,  that  it  is  wisely  expened,  and 
placed,  sir.  where  the  benefits  derived  will  be 
for  the  whole  people  of  Boston,  and  not  for  any 
section. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— It  seems  to  me  that  we  are 
all  agreed  on  the  main  question  here,  that  parks 
are  a  necessity,  and  that  they  ought  to  be  com- 
pleted. The  only  difference  between  us  "is  how 
we  shall  get  at  the  money  to  complete  them. 
The  Legislature  of  last  year  gave  us  authority  to 
borrow  two  million  and  a  half  dollars,  one  fifth 
of  it  to  be  spent  for  park  purposes  each  year. 
The  opinion  of  the  corporation  counsel  was  that 
it  would  be  necessary  to  borrow  the  whole  of  the 
money  at  one  time— with  the  proviso  that  only 
one  half  a  million  dollars  of  it  would  be  used 
each  year.  The  opinion  of  some  members  of  the 
Board  was  that  we  ought  to  receive  the  order  as 
it  came  from  the  Legislature,  but  that  we  should 
pass  a  special  order  for  the  purpose  and  borrow 
one  half  a  million  dollars.  The  corporation 
counsel  told  us  that  that  proceeding  would  ex- 
haust the  powers  given  to  the  Council,  under 


the  act,  and  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the 
Board  then  was  that  we  should  no  nothing  to  ex- 
haust those  powers  other  than  by  passing  an  order 
for  the  full  appropriation.  I  have  seen  no  reason 
to  change  my  mind  since  last  year.  There  are 
two  positions  for  us  to  take  now ;  one  is  to  act  in 
a  dignified  and  sensible  manner  as  the  represen- 
tatives of  a  great  constituency  like  the  city  of 
Boston  ought  to  act;  the  other  is  to  put  ourselves 
back  in  swaddling  clothes,  and  in  this  infantile 
style  go  to  the  Legislature  once  hi  each  year  and 
ask  them  to  allow  us  to  spend  some  money,  stat- 
ing to  them  at  the  same  time  that  they  had  al- 
ready given  us  the  authority  to  spend  a  certain 
amount  of  money  in  live  years,  but  that  we 
hadn't  sufficient  confidence  in  ourselves  to  trust 
ourselves  with  that  vast  amount  of  money,  and 
therefore  we  ask  that  we  may  be  put  back  in 
swaddling  clothes  and  held  under  restraint,  for 
fear  we  might  do  something  we  ought  not  to  do. 
Now,  sir,  I,  as  one  member  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen, don't  propose  to  put  myself  in  any  such 
position  as  that.  I  believe  that  we,  as  a  Board 
and  City  Council,  are  able  and  competent  to 
judge  of  the  needs  of  the  city  fully  as  well  as 
any  members  of  the  Legislature,  who,  perhaps, 
saw  the  city  for  the  first  time  when  they  came  to 
the  State  House.  I  believe  that  there  is  only 
one  straightforward,  honest  and  dignified  course 
for  us  to  pursue,  and  that  is  to  accept  the  act  as 
the  Legislature  has  given  it  to  us.  Having  taken 
that  position  last  year,  I  shall  continue  to  be 
found  in  the  same  place  this  year. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— As  a  new  member  of  this 
Board  I  am  not  prepared  to  vote  upon  this  mat- 
ter at  the  present  time.  I  presume  that  the  older 
members  of  last  year's  Board  are  fully  posted 
and  have  made  up  their  minds  as  to  how  they 
shall  vote.  I  do  not  suppose  it  is  necessary  for 
each  member  of  the  Board  to  say  that  he  is  in 
favor  of  parks.  I  think  that  we  all  are  in  favor 
of  them,  and  I  think  that  the  people  are  also,  but 
I  think  that  there  is  an  honest  difference  of 
opinion  as  to  the  amount  of  money  that  should 
be  voted  at  one  time  for  park  purposes,  and  I 
would  ask  that  this  order  might  lay  on  the  table 
for  a  week  or  two,  so  that  new  members  may 
have  time  to  consider  it. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— Mr.  Chairman,  as  a  new 
member  I  hesitate  to  say  anything  in  regard  to 
this  subject.  I  am  in  favor,  of  course,  of  meet- 
ing the  question  fairly.  Though  a  new  member 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  I  feel  thoroughly  con- 
versant with  the  subject  of  public  parks,  and  I 
amsorry  to  see  any  gentleman  who  is  a  citizen  of 
Boston  stand  in  the  Board  and  say  that  he  is  not 
conversant  witli  the  subject  of  the  public  parks, 
1  am  conversant  with  the  subject  of  the  loan  and 
the  stand  taken  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  last 
year.  My  constituents  are  conversant  with  it, 
and  they  feel  that  the  order  appropriating  two 
million  and  a  half  dollars  for  public  parks  ought 
to  pass  speedily.  For  that  reason  I  am  in  favor 
of  voting  on  the  question  today. 

The  order  was  passed  ;  yeas  9,  nays  3: 

Yeas — Aid.  Bromwich,  Capen,  Carroll.  Dono- 
van, Lee,  Maguire,  McLaughlin,  N.  G.  Smith, 
Sullivan— 9. 

Nays— Aid.  Allen,  Haynes,  C.  W.  Smith— 3. 

Sent  down. 

reconsideration. 

Aid.  Carroll  moved  to  reconsider  all  votes 
passed  at  this  session,  hoping  that  it  would  not 
prevail ;  lost. 

IMPROVED     SEWERAGE. 

Aid.  Capen  offered  an  order — That  a  joint  spe- 
cial committee,  consisting  of  the  chairman  and 
two  other  members  of  this  Board,  with  such  as 
the  Common  Council  may  join,  be  appointed  to 
consider  and  report  upon  all  matters  of  unfin- 
ished business  relating  to  the  improved  sewerage 
system,  and  also  such  other  matters  relating 
thereto  as  may  properly  come  before  such  com- 
mittee. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  and  the 
chairman  appointed  Aid.  A.  G.  Smith  and  Capen 
said  committee.    Sent  down. 
coasting. 

Aid.  Sullivan  presented  a  petition  of  N.  M. 
Jewett  and' others,  residents  of  East  Boston,  that 
coasting  be  allowed  on  Trenton  street  from  Pres- 
cott  street  to  the  Gas  Works,  in  connection  with 
which  he  offered  an  order— That  coasting  bo 
allowed  on  Trenton  street,  East  Boston,  during 
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the  present  season,  under  suck  restrictions  as 
the  Board  of  Police  may  see  fit  to  impose. 

Petition  placed  on  file,  order  passed  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rule. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  offered  an  order  —  That 
coasting  be  allowed  on  Charter  street  during  the 
present  season,  upon  such  restrictions  as  the 
Board  of  Police  may  see  lit  to  impose. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

The  chairman  announced  that  notice  had  been 
received  that  the  Council  had  concurred  in  the 
joint  rules. 

Adjourned  at  1.09  P.  M.,  oh  motion  of  Aid. 
Allen. 

In  Common  Council. 

After  the  mayor  and  aldermen  retired  from 
the  Council  chamber  Mr.  Whitmore  called  the 
Council  to  order  and  said : 

The  Common  Council  is  now  about  to  go  into 
regular  session  for  the  transaction  of  business. 
For  that  reason  all  persons  on  the  floor,  except 
members  of  the  Council  and  those  occupying 
the  regular  seats  for  spectators,  are  requested  to 
withdraw. 

The  settees  in  the  in  aisles  were  removed  and 
members  resumed  their  seats. 

A  messege  was  received  by  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, through  Aid.  Lee,  that  that  board  had  or- 
ganized by  the  choice  of  Patrick  J.  Donovan  as 
chairman. 

Mr.  Whall  offered  an  order— That  a  commit- 
tee be  appointeed  to  collect  the  votes  for  presi- 
dent of  the  Common  Council,  the  ballot-box  to 
be  placed  on  the  desk  in  front  of  the  president, 
and  that  each  member  come  forward  and  de- 
posit his  ballot  as  his  name  is  called,  and  that 
the  members  of  the  committee  retain  their  seats 
until  the  balloting  is  finished.  Passed,  and 
Messrs.Keliher,  Kelley,  Thayer  and  Sanger  were 
appointed  said  committee. 

The  roll  was  called  and  the  ballot  was  taken 
as  ordered,  71  members  responding  and  voting. 

The  committee  reported  the  result  of  the  for- 
mal ballot  as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  ballots 71 

Necessary  for  choice 36 

David  F.  Barry 35 

Andreas  ISliune 28 

William  S.  McNary , 8 

And  there  was  no  choice. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foss  it  was  voted  to  proceed 
to  a  formal  ballot. 

The  Chair  announced  that  if  no  objection  was 
made  the  same  conditions  will  be  observed  as  be- 
fore. 

The  roll  was  called ;  71  members  responded  and 
•  voted.  The  same  committee  counted  and  re- 
ported the  result  of  the  formal  ballot: 

Whole  number  of  ballots 71 

Xecessarv  for  choice 36 

David  F.  Barry 40 

Andreas  Blume 24 

William  S.  McNary 7 

[The  following  certificate  was  subsequently 
added  to  the  report  and  inserted  by  request  of 
the  chairman  of  the  committee : 

"We  the  members  of  the  Committee  to  re- 
ceive, sort  and  count  ballots  for  President  of 
Common  Council  do  say  that  the  returns  should 
read : 

' ' Da-rid  F.  Barrv 40 

"W.  S.  MeXary 24 

"Andreas  Blume 7 

"Thomas  J.  Keliher,  Chairman, 
"Thomas  F.  Kelly, 
"Frank  B.  Thayer."] 

The  result  was  received  with  loud  applause. 

David  F.  Barry  was  declared  elected  president 
of  the  Common  Council  for  the  ensuing  year. 
According  to  custom  the  Chair  appointed  Messrs. 
"Whall  and  Blume  a  committe  to  escort  Mr.  Barry 
to  the  chair,  which  duty  they  performed.  On 
taking  the  chair  President  Barry  said : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Common  Council, — Allow 
me  to  return  my  sincere  thanks  for  your  elect- 
ing me  to  this  honorable  and  responsible  posi- 
tion. I  accept  the  office  with  a  full  appreciation 
of  the  responsibility  it  carries  with  it,  and  with 
a  firm  determination  to  perform  the  duties  in- 
cumbent upon  me  with  impartiality  and  fair- 
ness. I  invoke  your  forbearance  and  indulgence 
for  any  shortcomings  on  my  part,  and  I  solicit 
your  sympathy  and  co-operation,  without  which 
the  office  of  president  would  be  unenviable.  I 
assure  yon  that  it  will  be  my  earnest  endeavor 


to  perform  with  zeal  and  fidelity  the  duties  con- 
fided to  me.  It  is  perhaps  unnecessary  for  me 
to  say  that  the  public  will  expect  of  you  a  wise 
and  economical  administration  of  municipal 
affairs,  but  let  me  remind  you  that  true  wisdom 
consists  in  the  ability  to  distinguish  between 
those  expenditures  which  are  really  for  the  pub- 
lic interests,  and  those  which  are  for  private 
advantage,  and  that  true  economy  consists 
in  refusing  to  favor  any  schemes  which  are 
not  manifestly  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole 
community.  Permit  me  to  suggest  the  im- 
portance of  disposing  of  all  matters  as  they 
are  presented,  and  not  allowing  business  to  ac- 
cumulate upon  the  calendar.  I  do  not  wish  to 
be  understood  as  in  any  way  advocating  a  limit- 
ation of  the  right  of  fully  and  freely  discussing 
all  subjects  which  may  come  before  you,  but  to 
suggest  that  after  such  discussion  and  examina- 
tion, the  matter  be  brought  to  a  final  determin- 
ation. We  shall  thus  keep  abreast  of  our  work, 
and  not  leave  to  our  successors  a  mass  of  un- 
finished business,  hi  conclusion,  gentlemen, 
permit  me  to  express  the  hope  that  our  meetings 
will  be  pleasant  and  harmonious,  and  that  our 
labors  may  be  conducive  to  the  public  welfare, 
and  be  crowned  with  the  approval  of  our  fellow 
citizens. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wliitmore  it  was  ordered— 
That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  collect  votes 
for  a  clerk  of  the  Common  Council. 

Messrs.  Whitmore,  Light,  Mahoney  and  Leary 
were  appointed  said  committee. 

The  ballot  was  taken  and  Mr.  Whitmore  re- 
ported verbally  for  the  committee  that  69  ballots 
had  been  cast,  all  for  Joseph  O'Kane. 

Joseph  O'Kane  was  declared  elected  clerk  of 
the  Common  Council  for  the  ensuing  year,  and 
the  usual  oath  of  office  was  administered  to  him 
by  Corporation  Counsel  Nettleton. 

A  certificate  was  received  from  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  of  the  election,  on  the  part  of  that 
Board,  of  Joseph  H.  O'Neil  as  city  clerk  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gomez  it  was  ordered — That 
this  Council  proceed  to  ballot  for  a  city  clerk 
under  the  same  conditions  that  governed  the 
election  of  president,  namely,  that  the  roll  be 
called;  that  the  ballot-box  be  placed  on  the 
clerk's  desk,  and  that  the  tellers  retain  their 
seats  during  the  ballot. 

The  ballot-box  was  placed  on  the  table  in 
front  of  the  stenographer's  table,  the  roll  was 
called,  the  president  stating  that  this  would 
be  a  formal  ballot.  Seventy-one  members  re- 
sponded. 

Messrs.  Foss,  Blume,  Desmond  and  Ladd  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes.    They  reported: 

Whole  number  of  ballots 71 

Necessary  for  a  choice 36 

Augustus  N.  Sampson SO 

Joseph  H.  O'Neil 41 

The  result  was  received  with  loud  applause. 

Joseph  H.  O'Neil  was  declared  elected  city 
clerk  m  concurrence. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order— That  the 
Rules  and  Orders  of  the  Common  Council  of  1886, 
except  Rule  45,  be  adopted  as  the  rules  and 
orders  of  the  present  Common   Council   until 

otherwise  ordered,  .  and   that   Messrs.  be  a 

committee  to  report  what  further  rules  and 
orders  are  necessary. 

Passed,  and  Messrs.  Whitmore.  Blume  and 
Whall  were  appointed  said  committee. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order— That  Joint 
Rules  1,  2  and  19  of  the  City  Council  of  1886  be 
adopted  as  the  joint  rules  of  the  present  City 
Council  until  otherwise  ordered;  and  that  a 
joint  special  committee,  to  consist  of  five  mem- 
bers of  this  Council,  with  such  as  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  may  join,  be  appointed  to  report  such 
other  rules  and  orders  as  may  be  necessary. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  put  upon  its  pas- 
sage. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  would  like  to  be  informed  what 
the  present  rules  are  which  it  is  proposed  to 
change,  so  that  we  may  understand  what  the 
proposed  changes  are. 

Mr.  AYhitmore — There  are  no  rules  altered  at 
all.  I  have  moved  to  adopt  the  rules  establish- 
ing committees  and  regulating  the  transmission 
of  papers  from  one  branch  to  the  other.  All  the 
rules  have  got  to  be  looked  over.  We  propose  to 
have  the  same  class  of  committees  as  we  had 
last  year. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  find  that  Rule  45  is  excepted  and 
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I  would  like  to  inquire  why  that  was  excepted 
it  being  the  last  rule  and  requiring  a  two  thirds' 
vote  to  suspend  or  change  the  rules'? 

Mr.  Whitmore — It  is  excepted  merely  for  the 
sake  of  preventing  anybody  from  being  misled. 
It  has  no  effect  whatever  and  it  has  never  been 
customary  to  repeat  that  rule  until  we  adopt  the 
Council  rules  after  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Rules. 

Mr.  Ladd— With  the  understanding  that  this 
matter  of  rules  is  to  go  to  a  committee  to  be  im- 
mediately appointed  and  that  immediate  action 
is  to  be  taken,  I  withdraw  my  objection. 

The  order  was  passed,  and  Messrs.  Whitmore, 
Blame,  Wliall,  Dewey,  and  Foss  were  appointed 
on  said  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Council. 
Sent  up. 

The  clerk  announced  the  receipt  of  an  order 
from  the  Board  of  Aldermen  adopting  the  joint 
rules  of  1886,  with  certain  exceptions,  and  ap- 
pointing a  joint  special  committee  to  report  on 
the.  subject  of  joint  rules. 

Mr.  whitmore— I  move  that  we  insist  upon 
our  former  action,  and  send  it  down.  There  is 
always  a  little  tussle  between  the  two  branches 
as  to  who  shall  pass  the  order  first,  and  I  think 
we  are  entitled  to  just  as  much  consideration  as 
they  are.  I  move  that  their  order  be  indefinite- 
ly postponed,  and  that  we  send  up  ours. 

Mr.  Whall-I  would  suggest  that  courtesy  to 
the  other  branch  would  lead  us  to  lay  their 
order  on  the  table  pending  the  consideration  of 
an  order  by  that  branch.  I  make  that  sugges- 
tion to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  and  if  he 
will  not  accept  I  will  move  to  lay  the  order  from 
the  other  branch  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Whitmore  accepted  the  suggestion  of 
Mr.  Whall. 

The  order  was  laid  on  the  taole. 

An  order  came  down  authorizing  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  to  make  regulation  for  licensing  and 
restraining  the  sales  by  minors.  Passed  in  con- 
currence. 

Mr.  Foss  offered  an  order— That  a  joint  special 
committee  be  appointed  to  report  what  disposi- 
tion should  be  made  of  the  topics  in  the  mayor's 
inaugural  address. 

Passed,  and  Messrs.  Foss,  Fisher,  W.  H.  Mur- 
phy, Wilson  and  Keliher  were  appointed  on  be- 
half of  the  Council.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Whall  offered  an  order — That  a  Commit- 
tee on  Elections  be  appointed  to  consist  of  five 
members  of  this  Council.  Passed,  and  Messrs. 
Wliall,  Fottler,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Bowman  and 
Leary  were  appointed. 

In  connection  with  the  above  the  clerk  an- 
nounced the  receipt  of  two  petitions  and  began 
to  read  that  of  Thomas  F.  Nunan,  printed  below. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  dispense  with  further 
reading  the  petitions  and  that  they  be  referred 
to  the  Committe  on  Elections  without  debate. 

Mr.  Blume— I  hope  that  motion  will  not  pre- 
vail. The  petitions  may  throw  some  light  on 
the  questions  involved.  They  are  not  long,  I  ap- 
prehend. 

Mr.  Whall— My  only  reason  for  making  the 
motion  was  th'e  fact  that  not  only  the  members 
of  the  Common  Council,  but  the  public  have 
been  informed  through  the  columns  of  the  daily 
press  of  the  substance  of  these  petitions.  Three 
nights  ago  I  saw  not  only  in  one  paper,  but  in 
three  separate  and  distinct  papers,  the  substance 
of  these  petitions,  and  I  think  we  may  save  the 
time  of  the  Council,  and  no  good  object  will  be 
injured,  by  having  thein  referred  without  de- 
bate. 

The  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Elections.    They  were  as  follows: 
To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council. 

Respectfully  represents  your  petitioner  that  by 
a  recount  made  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of 
the  city  of  Boston  on  the  22d  day  of  De- 
cember, 1886,  of  the  votes  cast  for  your  peti- 
tioner and  Robert  Provan  as  members  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  for  the  year  1887  at  the  municipal 
election  held  in  Ward  15,  in  the  city  of  Boston, 
on  the  14th  day  of  December,  1886,  it  appears 
that  for  said  office 

Rebert  Provan  received 935  votes 

Thomas  F.  Nunan  received 869  votes 

T.  F.  Nunan  received 2  votes 

J.  F.  Nunan  received 99  votes 

Your  petitioner  further  represents  that  he  was 
one  of  the  regularly  nominated  candidates  of 
the  "Democratic  party"  for  said  office  at  said 
election  in  said  ward ;  that  at  said  election  in 
said  ward   no  other  person  bearing  the  name 


either  of  T.  F.  Nunan  or  of  J.  F.  Nunan  was  a 
candidate  for  said  office  or  eligible  for  an  elec- 
tion thereto ;  and  that  the  votes  cast  for  T.  F. 
Nunan  and  J.  F.  Nunan  were  cast  for  your  peti- 
tioner and  intended  for  him. 

Your  petitioner  claims  that  said  votes  so  cast 
for  T.  F.  Nunan  and  J.  F.  Nunan  as  aforesaid 
should  be  counted  for  him,  and  that  accordingly 
he  should  be  credited  with  101  votes  in  addition 
to  the  number  above  credited  to  him.  Your  pe- 
titioner further  represents  that  101  additional 
votes  give  him  a  majority  of  35  votes  over  said 
Robert  Provan,  and  that  lie  has  been  legally 
elected  to  the  seat  now  held  by  the  said  Robert 
Provan. 

Wherefore  your  petitioner  prays  that  said 
votes,  cast  as  aforesaid  for  T.  F.  Nunan  and  J. 

F.  Nunan,  be  counted  for  your  petitioner,  and 
that  he  be  awarded  the  seat  in  your  honorable 
body  now  held  by  said  Robert  Provan,  and  that 
such  other  action  in  the  premises  be  taken  by 
your  honorable  body  as  the  law  and  equities  of 
the  case  demand.  Thomas  F.  Nunan. 

Boston,  Jan.  3, 1887. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council. 

Respectfully  represents  your  petitioner  that 
by  a  recount  made  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of 
the  city  of  Boston  on  the  22d  day  of  December, 
1886,  of  the  votes  cast  for  members  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  for  the  year  1887  at  the  municipal 
election  held  in  Ward  4,  in  the  city  of  Boston,  on 
the  14th  day  of  December,  1886,  it  appears  that 
for  said  office 

Patrick  Coyle      received 829  votes 

George  X.  Fisher,  Jr.,  " 767       " 

William  H.  Oakes  " 766       " 

Edwin  F.  Dunn  " 766 

Peter  T.  Costello  ".; 724      " 

Peter  F.  Costello  " 17       " 

G.  Frank  Crafts  " 704 

G.  F.  Crafts  " 2 

Frank  Crafts  " 1        " 

G.  N.  Fisher  " 1       " 

and  that  said  Patrick  Coyle  and  said  George  N. 
Fisher,  Jr.,  were  elected,  and  that  there  was  no 
choice  of  a  third  member  of  said  Common 
Council  by  reason  of  an  alleged  tie  between  your 
petitioner  and  said  William  H.  Oakes.  Your 
petitioner  further  represents  that  said 
Board  of  Aldermen  refused  to  count  one 
vote  for  your  petitioner  which  was  cast 
for  your  petitioner;  that  said  vote  should 
have  been  counted  for  your  petitioner; 
and  that  said  vote  if  counted  would  give 
your  petitioner  a  majority  of  votes  over  said 
William  H.  Oakes. 

Your  petitioner  further  represents  that  he  was 
legally  elected  at  said  election  in  said  ward  to 
be  a  member  of  the  Common  Council  of  1887  and 
is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  your  honorable  board. 

Your  petioner  further  alleges  that  other  errors 
were  made  in  said  recount  by  said  Board  of  Al- 
dermen against  your  petitioner.  And  your  peti- 
tioner further  represents  that  a  ballot  cast  for 
him  for  said  office  at  said  election  in  Precinct  3 
in  said  ward  was  by  mistake  of  the  voter  deposi- 
ted in  the  ballot-box  provided  for  the  reception 
of  votes  on  the  license  question  east  at  said  elec- 
tion in  said  precinct  in  said  ward,  and  that  said 
ballot  was  afterwards  illegally  thrown  out  by 
the  election  officers  of  said  precinct,  and  that 
said  ballot  was  not  counted. 

Wherefore  your  petitioner  prays  your  honor- 
able body  for  a  recount  of  said  votes  cast  as  afore- 
said that  he  be  awarded  a  seat  in  your  honorable 
body,  and  that  such  other  action  be  taken  in  the 
premises  as  the  law  and  equities  of  the  case  de- 
mand. Edwin  F.  Dunn. 

Boston,  Jan.  3,  1887. 

Mr.  McEnany  offered  an  order— That  His 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  furnish  a  copy 
of  his  inaugural  address,  and  that  the  same  be 
printed  as  a  city  document  and  in  the  volume  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  City  Council.  Passed. 
Sent  up. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Murphy  offered  an  order— That  the 
seats  of  the  members  be  selected  under  the  rules. 
Passed. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Murphy— It  is  the  usual  custom  to 
allow  the  senior  member  to  select  his  seat,  and 
as  that  gentleman  prefers  seat  No.  6,  I  move  that 
seat  No.  G  he  assigned  to  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward 
12. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

The  members  then  drew  for  seats  in  the  usual 
maimer. 

An  order  came  down  for  a  joint  special  com- 
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mittee  to  report  on  all  unfinished  matters  re- 
lating to  the  improved  sewerage,  etc.  Passed  in 
concurrence. 


Park  Construction  Loan. 

An  order  came  down  for  the  treasurer  to  bor- 
row $2,500,000  for  a  park  construction  loan,  not 
more  than  $500,000  to  be  borrowed  and  expended 
in  any  one  year,  all  joint  rules  and  all  rules  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  having  been  suspended. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  to  suspend  all  joint 
and  Common  Council  rules  in  order  that  the 
order  may  be  considered  and  passed  at  the 
present  time. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  did  not  hear  the  order  read,  there 
was  so  much  confusion  in  the  Council  chamber. 
I  would  like  to  have  it  read  again  for  informa- 
tion. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  the  sus- 
pension of  all  joint  rules,  and  the  clerk  will  read 
the  order  for  the  information  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  10. 

The  clerk  read  the  order. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  understand  that  this  is  an  appro- 
propriation  of  the  total  amount  of  money  that 
has  been  authorized  by  the  Legislature,  a  matter 
that  has  been  quite  thoroughly  debated  in  this 
Council  during  the  last  year.  It  seems  to  me 
that  we  ought  not  to  pass  this  order  in  this  hur- 
ried way,  but  that  we  ought  to  have  some 
more  debate  than  we  are  prepared  to  give 
it  here  today.  The  feeling  has  been  very  .general 
throughout  the  city  that  this  amount  of  money 
ought  to  be  raised  in  instalments  of  $500,000 
each  year.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  Legis- 
lature, which  will  assemble  in  a  few  days,  will 
correct  any  errors  which  were  made  in  this  first 
act,  whereby  that  can  be  done,  and  authorizing 
a  separate  vote  for  each  year  on  the  part  of  the 
City  Council,  so  that  we  may  not  act  m  this  mat- 
ter in  the  dark  and  appropriate  this  large  sum 
of  money  now,  and  lose  our  control  of  it  after 
that,  as  we  shall  do,  as  I  understand  it,  if  we 
pass  this  order.  It  seems  to  me  clearly  an  un- 
wise measure  in  that  shape.  I  hope  the  rules  will 
not  be  suspended  at  the  present  time,  but  that 
this  matter  will,  at  any  rate,  go  over  under  the 
rules,  so  that  we  may  at  some  regular  meeting 
of  this  Council  have  an  opportunity  to  further 
debate  and  consider  it. 

Mr.  Blume— It  seems  to  me  hardly  necessary 
to  debate  for  a  moment  the  question  of  suspend- 
ing the  rules  on  the  immediate  passage  of  a 
measure  of  this  vast  importance,  and  in  order 
that  we  may  hurry  through  within  10  minutes 
after  the  organization  of  the  Council  an  order 
involving  the  expenditure  of  two  million  and  a 
half  dollars.  It  seems  to  me  they  ought  to  give 
us  a  little  breathing  time  in  which  to  reflect.  I 
hope  most  sincerely  that  the  gentlemen  will  not 
rush  through  a  measure  of  such  vast  impor- 
tance, and  that  the  rules  will  not  be  suspended, 
and  that  we  may  have  an  opportunity;to  deliber- 
erate  and  consider  it. 

Mr.  Gomez— As  a  member  of  the  Common 
Council  I  myself  am  not  at  all  in  favor  of  delay- 
ing action  upon  this  order  simply  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inquiring  into  the  arguments  why  or 
why  not  this  order  should  be  passed.  I  think 
that  the  rules  ought  to  be  suspended  and  the 
order  passed  immediately.  I  have  been  fully 
posted  on  this  matter  for  some  time.  Any  man 
who  reads  the  newspapers  knows  thoroughly 
what  the  arguments  have  been  and  what  they 
will  be,— the  same  arguments  over  and  over 
again.  We  need  these  parks  and  can  only  get 
them  by  having  this  loan.  We  have  in  South 
Boston  ground  laid  out  for  a  marine  park,  and 
unless  we  do  something  now  the  chances  are 
that  that  ground  will  lie  for  the  next  ten  years 
and  no  improvements  be  made  upon  it.  To  wait 
for  the  Legislature  to  improve  upon  its  previous 
errors  willsimply  give  them  an  opportunity  to 
make  some  more  mistakes,  and  the  chances 
are  that  if  the  Legislature  is  allowed  to 
handle  this  thing  for  us  we  will  have 
no  loan  at  all  and  no  parks.  I  think  that 
we  are  fully  capable  of  attending  to  our 
own  business  irrespective  of  the  Legislature, 
and  I  believe  we  ought  to  suspend  the  rules  and 
pass  this  order  for  a  loan  for  the  construction  of 
the  parks. 

Mr.  Frost— I  hope,  sir,  that  a  matter  of  such 
magnitude  will  not  be  rushed  through  in  this  un- 
ceremonious way.  I  hope,  sir,  that  we  shall  con- 
sider this  matter  well.    As  has  been  stated,  the 


Legislature  is  to  meet  in  a  few  days  and  they 
can  rectify  any  mistakes  that  may  have  oc- 
curred. We  all  know  that  the  law  was  passed 
with  the  understanding  that  we  were  to  have 
only  $500,000  spent  each  year,  and  we  know  that 
is  all  that  is  necessary  for  these  purposes. 

Mr.  Whall— May  I  ask  the  gentleman  a  ques- 
tion? 

Mr.  Frost— Certainly. 

Mr.  Whall— Is  the  gentleman  aware  that  the 
order  now  before  the  Council  only  contemplates 
the  expenditure  of  $500,000  each  year? 

Mr.  Frost— That  is  all  right,  but  it  is  to  have 
the  whole  amount  at  once  appropriated.  I  think 
that  all  we  want  appropriated  each  year  is  $500.- 
000,  and  I  hope  this  order  will  not  be  carried. 

Mr.  Whall— If  this  were  a  new  project,  some- 
thing brought  before  the  City  Council  for  the 
first  time,  about  which  we  knew  but  very  littte, 
then  I  would  agree  with  the  gentleman  that  he 
should  proceed  slowly.  But  this  question  has 
been  agitated  by  the  press,  it  has  been  spoken  of 
from  the  platform  during  our  recent  political 
campaign,  and  it  is  a  question  about  which  al- 
most every  child  in  the  community  has  some 
definite  information.  It  lias  been  agitated  in  the 
City  Council  of  last  year;  every  member  who 
comes  back  here  comes  primed  with  the  facts 
and  figures.  It  is  not  a  new  tale  to  him.  We  are 
not  proceeding  de  novo.    The  only  action  we  are 

Proceeding  to  take  is  to  ratify,  the  act  which  the 
legislature  saw  fit  in  its  generosity  to  give  us. 
The  only  thing  we  undertake  is  to  say  in  ex- 
press terms  whether  or  not  we  shall  accept 
the  boon  which  the  Legislature  offered  us. 
We  are  not  entering  into  the  question  of  public 
park  improvements.  About  that  all  sensible 
men  have  but  one  idea.  The  opposite  idea  is 
held  only  by  a  few  scribblers  for  disreputable 
dailies  and  for  evening  journals  made  for  ladies 
and  back  parlors.  All  sensible  men,  all  pro- 
gressive citizens,  have  but  one  idea,  and  that  is 
that  the  good  faith  of  Boston  has  been  pledged 
to  the  construction  of  its  park  system.  At  this 
present  time  it  is  not  necessary  to  enter  into  de- 
tails. All  sensible  men,  as  I  said  before,  are 
agreed  that  our  parks  must  be  improved,  that 
their  construction  must  be  proceeded  with  at 
once,  and  kept  up  until  the  parks  are  finished. 
Now  in  regard  to  the  objection  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  18,  if  he  says  what 
he  means  and  is  honest  in  his  state- 
ments: This  order  as  it  comes  to  us  to- 
day is  but  a  formal  expression  of  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  act,  in  the  precise  terms  in 
which  the  Legislature  in  its  omniscience  saw 
fit  to  give  to  the  city  of  Boston.  We  simply  au- 
thorize our  treasurer  to  borrow,  from  time  to 
time,  and  in  no  year  a  sum  exceeding  $500,000, 
fixing  his  total  borrowing  power  with  regard  to 
this  particular  object  at  $2,500,000.  The  gentle- 
man seems  to  think — 

Mr.  Frost— May  I  ask  the  gentleman  a  ques- 
tion? 

Mr.  Whall— Certainly :  I  shall  be  delighted  to 
answer  it  if  it  is  within  my  power. 

Mr.  Frost— Do  we  understand  that  we  can 
have  only  $500,000  "each  year  under  this  or- 
der? 

Mr.  Whall— Certainly,  sir ;  that  is  all  that  we 
can  get.  And,  if  the  city  treasurer  of  Boston 
should  proceed  to  negotiate  a  loan  for  more  than 
$500,000,  the  gentleman  and  his  retrenching 
friends  could  go  to  the  Supreme  Court  and  get 
an  injunction  to  compel  him  to  stop ;  and  if  lie 
should  proceed  to  negotiate  over  $500,000  worth 
in  one  year,  the  over-issue  would  be  void. 

Mr.  Frost— Do  we  vote  for  this  whole  $2,500,- 
000  now,  and  do  we  pledge  it  all  for  park  pur- 
poses? 

Mr.  Whall— We  pledge  it  for  park  purposes 
in  accordance  with  the  gift  Which  the  Legisla- 
ture gave  us.  It  will  cost  $2,500,000  at  least  to 
complete  these  parks.  The  Legislature  judged 
that  the  work  was  of  such  vital  importance,  and 
of  such  urgent  necessity,  and  the  borrowing  ca- 
pacity of  the  city  of  Boston  so  limited,  that  con- 
ceding the  necessity  of  the  work  and  the  limited 
means  which  Boston  had  of  procuring  funds  for 
the  accomplishment  of  the  work,  it  therefore  in 
the  exercise  of  its  own  rights  would  allow  Bos- 
ton to  borrow  this  money  outside  of  its  borrow- 
ing capacity,  and  make  a  special  loan  by  itself ; 
and  it  fixed  the  amount  we  could  borrow  at 
$2,.r>fK),000.  I  simply  urge  that  any  objections 
which  have  been  made  against  our  immediate 
action  are  without  foundation  and  are  intended 
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to  be  only  stumbling-blocks  for  those  who  are 
advocates  of  this  measure.  They  are  not 
made  in  good  faith ;  and  if  any  gentlemen 
stand  upon  this  floor  and  say  they  want  further 
time  for  consideration  of  this  matter  they  make 
statements  which  are  untrue.  They  are  not  sin- 
cere in  their  statements.  Every  man  on  this 
floor  today  knows  all  about  our  park  system, 
knows  all  about  the  recent  legislation,  knows  all 
about  the  iniquitous  trades  perfected  last  year  in 
another  branch  of  the  government,  which  pre- 
vented the  people's  will  from  being  put  into  a 
statute  or  into  legal  form.  They  are  aware  of 
all  these  things,  and  in  some  sections  of  the  city 
the  people  have  spoken  and  repudiated  those 
who  were  participators  in  the  iniquitous  combi- 
nation. 

Mr.  Blume— Notwithstanding  the  imperial 
language  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7,  who, 
whenever  he  rises  in  this  chamber,  tells  us  as 
the  old  Roman  did:  What  hast  thou  to  fear. 
Thou  hast  Csesar  on  board?  That  is  the  way  the 
gentleman  addresses  this  chamber.  Now  I  say 
there  is  an  intelligent  and  honest  difference  with 
the  gentleman.  Here  is  a  matter  involving 
$2,500,000,  and  he  wishes  to  rush  it  through  in 
five  minutes. 

Mr.  Whall— Will  the  gentleman  allow  me  to 
ask  him  a  question? 

Mr.  Blume— Certainly. 

Mr.  Whall— Is  the  gentleman  aware  that  the 
ferry  man  who  rowed  Csesar  across  the  river  was 
not  a  Roman  citizen?    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  Blume— I  say,  Mr.  President,  it  is  nothing 
less  than  scandalous  to  rise  up  here  in  the  first 
15  minutes  of  the  life  of  this  Common  Council 
and  attempt  to  rush  through  a  measure  involv- 
ing $2,500,000.  I  have  had  some  similar  experi- 
ence in  this  chamber.  I  have  seen  similar  at- 
tempts tried  and  have  seen  some  of  them  suc- 
cessful. Now  I  say  that  the  suspension  of  all 
these  rules  should  be  refused,  and  that  the  mat- 
ter should  go  over,  so  that  we  may  think  over 
it  for  a  week.  I  would  like  to  know 
what  is  the  reason  for  appropriating  this  money 
without  giving  us  at  least  a  week's  time.  It  is 
the  dead  of  winter.  Do  the  Park  Commission- 
ers intend  to  commence  work  tomorrow?  Must 
the  treasurer  borrow  the  money  at  once?  Are 
the  avenues  of  borrowing  money  shut  out  for- 
ever if  we  have  a  week's  delay?  It  is  nothing 
more  or  less  than  preposterous.  I  may  say  it  is  al- 
most infamous  to  rush  a  matter  through  involv- 
ing two  million  and  a  half  dollars  with- 
out giving  the  new  members  an  Opportunity 
for  a  moment's  consideration.  I  can  vote  upon 
it  intelligently  today,  but  I  venture  to  say  that 
some  of  the  new  members  are  not  so  well  posted. 
I  say  to  you  that  you  should  pause  a  moment  be- 
fore you  rush  through  this  order,  because  after 
the  matter  is  put  through  you  are  dished.  This 
park  loan  simply  amounts  to  this:  The  Legisla- 
ture has  given  authority  to  borrow  $2,500,000  for 
the  construction  of  the  public  parks.  There  is 
no  difference  of  opinion  about  that.    The  $2,500,- 

000  is  to  be  voted  to  park  purposes.  The  only 
question  of  difference  is  whether  or  not  the 
Legislature  meant  that  the  city  government 
should  appropriate  the  amount,  as  the  gentle- 
men attempt  to  have  it  done,  in  one  lump  sum, 
or  whether  it  should  be  appropriated  in   five 

1  umps  of  $500,000  each  year.  Now  1  be  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  is  so  sure  of  what  the  Legislature 
intended  and  what  the  public  wishes;  neverthe- 
less be  must  remember  that  the  most  distinguish- 
ed counsel  in  the  Commonwealth  have  given 
adverse  opinions  about  it.  Mr.  Governor  Gaston 
has  said  that  the  act  means  one  thing,  and 
another  distinguished  gentleman,  Mr.  Sidney 
Bartlett,  has  given  a  directly  opposite  opinion. 
Whom  do  you  believe?  I  say,  then,  is  it  unseem- 
ly to  ask  you  gentlemen  to  pause  a  moment  be- 
fore, you  appropriate  this  gigantic  sum?  My  own 
judgment  is  that  the  $2,500,000  should  be  appro- 
priated in  annual  instalments  of  $500,000  each 
year.  And  why?  Because  if  the  people  who 
have  the  expenditure  of  this  money  do  not  ex- 
pend it  wisely  they  will  get  no  more.  If  they 
expend  it  honestly  and  judiciously,  as  it  ought 
to  be,  there  will  not  be  a  shadow  of  difficulty 
about  their  getting  the  other  sums  annually. 
But  if  they  waste  a  quarter  of  it,  they  had  better 
look  out,  tor  they  will  get  no  more.  I  say  that  is 
the  wiser  way  to  administer  the  disposition  of 
this  loan  of  $2,500,000,  and  not  to  come  in  here 
and  appropriate  it  at  one  fell  swoop,  to  be  either 
wisely  expended  or  wasted,  without  our  having 


any  control  over  it  hereafter.  I  therefore  appeal 
to  the  members  of  both  parties  in  the  Council 
whether  it  is  not  the  part  of  wisdom  not  to  sus- 
pend the  rules  and  to  allow  a  week  to  think  it 
over,  and  then  come  in  and  act  intelligently. 

Mr.  Sanger  moved  that  the  Council  now  ad- 
journ. Declared  lost.  Mr.  Frost  doubted  the 
vote  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered.  The  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost ; 
yeas  25,  nays  43  : 

Yeas— Blume,  Burr,  Carstensen,  Clark,  Dewey, 
Fisher,  Fowler,  Frost,  Ladd,  Lattimer,  F.  Mor- 
ison,  F.  R.  Morrison,  Norton,  Perkins,  C.  C. 
Powers.  Provan,  Richards,  Sanger,  Shaw,  Snow, 
E.  Sullivan,  Thayer,  Tuttle,  Webster,  Wil- 
son— 25. 

Nays— Atwood,  Barry,  Bowman, Carroll.Cham- 
berlain,  Cochran,  Coleman,  Connolly,  Coyle, 
Davern,Desmond,  Dolan,  Dnggan,  Foss,  J.  Gal- 
lagher, P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Haggerty,  Har- 
rington, Hayes,  Keliher,  Kelley,  Kennedy,  Lau- 
ten,  Learv,  Mahonev,  McEnaney,  McKenna,  Mc- 
Nary,  J.  Murphy,  J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy, 
O'Mealey,  Perry,  Reilly,  Short,  J.  H.  Sullivan, 
R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevens,  Tracey,  Whall, 
Wbitmore— 43. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Fottler,  Light,  E.  J. 
Powers  3—. 

Mr.  Fowler — I  am.  sir,  one  of  those  new  mem- 
bers of  the  Common  Council  who  has  never  list- 
ened to  any  arguments  nor  any  debate  upon  this 
subject  of  public  parks,  and  upon  whether  we 
should  appropriate  this  sum,  or  whether  it 
should  be  borrowed  in  one  gross  sum,  or  covered 
over  a  period  of  rive  years.  And,  sir,  I  think  that 
the  new  members  of  this  Common  Council  are 
entitled  to  at  least  one  week  in  which  to  inves- 
tigate a  matter  of  so  much  importance  as  the 
question  which  is  now  presented  before  the 
Council.  I  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  gentlemen 
upon  the  other  side  of  the  house  in  order  that  I 
may  have  an  opportunity  to  read  the  act  passed 
by  the  Legislature,  so  that  I  may  actunderstand- 
ingly.  I  am  in  favor,  on  principle,  of  public 
parks,  Mr.  President,  provided  tbey  are  judi- 
ciously and  carefully  laid  out,  improved  and 
finished.  But,  sir,  I  am  not  in  favor  of  rushing 
through  a  matter  of  the  vast  importance  of  vot- 
ing $2,500,000  at  one  time  without  proper  consid- 
eration, and  I  am  honest  in  my  statement  that  I 
want  time  to  investigate  it;  and  I  do  not  propose 
while  I  am  in  this  body  to  vote  for  anything  un- 
less I  understand  it  fully;  anil  unless  1  have  had 
time  to  examine  carefully  into  it,  if  I  am  al- 
lowed to.  And  when  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
7  said,  a  few  moments  ago,  that  people  were  not 
honest  in  asking  time  to  investigate  this  matter, 
I  say  be  speaks  what  be  knows  not.  I  say  be 
speaks  not  undcrstandingly,  because  I  am  hon- 
est in  demanding  and  asking  for  time.  I  am  as 
ignorant  as  a  child,  almost,  of  this  matter,  but  I 
think  I  can  post  myself  if  I  have  one  week's 
time,  and  I  think  it  is  but  fair  that  I  should 
have  it. 

Mr.  Whall— When  the  statement  was  made 
that  those  who  desired  further  time  were  not 
honest  in  the  statement,  I  presumed  that  every 
member  of  the  city  government  bad  attained 
such  a.  degree  of  civilization  that  he  read  the 
newspapers.  If  1  bad  for  a  moment  imagined 
that  there  was  one  of  our  members  here  who 
was  so  far  behind  the  times  that  he  did  not  read 
the  newspapers,  and  was  not  conversant  with  all 
the  subjects  agitating  the  public  mind,  then  I 
would  not  have  cast  the  imputation  upon  the 
honesty  of  those  gentlemen  who  have  made  the 
statement,  that  they  desire  further  time  for  in- 
vestigation. I  do  not  say  the  gentlemen  is  dis- 
honest when  be  says  so,  if  he  has  not  read  the 
newspapers.  But  I  have  no  doubt  there  are 
many  things  which  will  come  before  this  body 
this  year,  in  which  be  will  be  placed  in  the  same 
position.  But  I  will  tell  the  gentleman  that  if 
lie  does  not  want  to  be  a  clog  upon  the  wheel  of 
progress  in  this  chamber,  be  must  commence  to 
read  the  newsnaners.  and  commence  to  learn 
something  about  public  affairs. 

Mr.  Carroll  of  Ward  15— As  one  of  the  new 
members,  I  think  we  have  heard  enough  dis- 
cussion upon  this  subject,  and  1  move  that  the 
previous  question  be  ordered. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  hope  the  gentleman  will  with- 
draw that.  I  certainly  want  to  say  something 
upon  this  matter.  I  made  a  formal  objection  in 
the  first  place,  and  would  ask  the  gentleman  to 
withdraw  the  motion.  If  he  will  withdraw  it,  I 
will  renew  it  when  I  got  through. 
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Mr.  Carroll  of  Ward  15— With  that  under- 
standing, I  will  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  Ladd— Mr.  President,  this  is  a  matter  in 
which  there  is  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of  those 
who  have  studied  this  question  that  the  Legis- 
ture  inadvertently  made  a  mistake,  an  error.  I 
think  that  those  best  informed  are  well  satisfied 
that  it  was  the  intention  to  give  the  city  govern- 
ment a  voice  in  this  matter  annually,  and  not 
place  this  vast  power  in  the  hands  of  a  few  men 
to  be  exercised  without  any  check  or  control 
whatever.  Those  gentlemen  comprising  the 
Park  Commission  may  be  worthy  men  today ; 
they  may  possibly  be  unworthy  men  at  another 
time.  Can  we  afford  to  trust  in  their  hands  mat- 
ters involving  $2,500,000  of  expenditure,  when  it 
is  the  admitted  opinion  of  all  who  have 
studied  this  question  that  there  are  certain 
of  these  parks  that  need  vast  sums  of 
money  spent  upon  them;  that  there  are 
other  sections  where  the  parks  do  not  need 
large  sums  spent  upon  them.  It  is  absolutely 
necessary,  in  my  opinion,  that  the  City 
Council  should  control  these  matters  and 
should  retain  some  directing  power.  The  City 
Council  is  more  easily  affected  by  public  opinion 
than  a  small  body  of  men  working  without  any 
publicity  whatever.  The  newspapers  can  more 
easily  affect  public  opinion  through  this  body 
than  through  the  Park  Commissioners  or  any 
other  commission.  Things  go  through  there 
without  any  public  debate,  without  any  notori- 
ety, and  it  is  almost  impossible  to  effect  change 
of  action  on  the  part  of  a  commission.  It  is 
very  often  easy  to  effect  change  of  action  in  a 
legislative  body;  often  a  wrong  measure  has 
passed  one  branch  of  a  legislative  body,  and 
been  checked  in  the  other,  as  we  saw  many  times 
last  year,  and  I  trust  this  measure  will  not  be 
rushed  through  before  there  is  an  opportun- 
ity to  more  carefully  consider  it,  and  I  hope 
that  opportunity  might  be  given  to  the  Legisla- 
ture which  assembles  in  a  short  time,  to  undo  any 
mistakes  made  last  year,  and  put  this  matter  in 
that  shape  in  which  it  ought  to  be  put, 
so  that  these  legislative  branches  of  the  city 
government  may  keep  control  of  this  matter  It 
is  not  impossible  that  the  Park  Commissioners 
may  expend  too  large  a  part  of  this  money  upon 
parks  which  a  few  years  will  show  us  to  be  un- 
wise. We  have  often  done  in  the  city  of  Boston 
works  which,  in  course  of  a  few  years,  had  to  be 
undone,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  some  things  in- 
cluded in  this  park  scheme  are  of  that  nature. 
For  instance,  we  are  contracting  and  curbing 
our  harbor  facilities  immensely  by  our  scheme 
of  park  improvements.  We  are  taking  out 
Charles  river  altogether.  Perhaps  that  is  not  an 
unwise  measure  in  view  of  the  vast  number  of 
bridges  that  are  extended  across  it ;  but  if  we 
take  out  Charles  river  altogether,  we  must  have 
facilities  to  increase  our  harbor  advantages  in 
some  other  direction.  From  where,  then, 
must  that  increase  come?  We  expect  the 
commerce  of  the  future  to  vastly  increase. 
Now,  then,  if  we  absorb  City  Point,  and  fill  up 
the  channel  between  Fort  Independence  and 
City  Point,  and  take  that  for  a  playground,  are 
we  not  going  too  far  in  that  direction?  Are  we 
not  going  so  far  that  in  a  few  years  we  shall  see 
that  all  of  that  work  must  be  undone.  For  what 
other  direction  is  there  in  which  we  can  extend 
our  harbor  facilities  except  around  City  Point. 
We  have,  it  is  true,  some  flats  left  at  the  New 
York  &  New  England  terminus  that  we  can  im- 
prove. But  as  we  extend  those  facilities  out 
into  the  channel  it  narrows  the  space,  and  they 
must  be  extended  out  there.  Where,  then,  will 
we  extend  our  harbor  facilities?  New  York, 
our  rival,  has  unlimited  harbor  facilities.  We 
have  just  authorized  an  immense  loan  for 
schoolhouse  purposes  for  South  Boston.  In  my 
view  in  25  years  there  will  be  hardly  any  inhabi- 
tants in  South  Boston,  and  it  will  be  used  for 
business  purposes,  and  every  foot  of  the  shore 
line  will  be  needed  for  harbor  purposes.  We  shall 
have  to  dredge  out  a  channel  for  ships  around 
South  Boston  Point  out  to  Fort  Independence. 
And  every  bit  of  filling  that  we  put  into  that 
channel  between  Fort  Independence  and  the 
point  we  shall  have  to  take  out.  and  we  shall 
have  to  inaugurate  an  entirely  new  system  in 
utilizing  that  part  of  South  Boston  for  harbor 
purposes.  I  say  we  ought  to  go  slowly  in  going 
in  this  direction  at  the  present  time.  We  ought 
to  consider  the  future  when  we  are  legislating 
here  and  not  legislate  simply  for  the  present  mo- 


ment. There  is  an  immense  opportunity  for  the 
increase  of  harbor  facilities  of  Boston  all  around 
that  point  and  in  Dorchester  bay ;  and  the  mo- 
ment we  cut  off  this  channel  here  between  Fort 
Independence  and  City  Point  we  have  placed  a 
barrier  against  the  use  of  Dorchester  bay  as  a 
shipping  point.  And  it  may  be.  I  know  that 
some  men  may  think  that  this  is  all  wrong,  that 
it  will  be  impossible  that  Dorchester  bay 
should  ever  be  used  for  shipping  purposes 
for  the  city  of  Boston.  But  I  am  sure  that  if 
they  will  go  over  this  matter  more  carefully, 
they  must  come  to  the  conclusion  that  there  is 
sense  in  that  view,  and  that  that  is  the  only 
direction  in  which  we  can  extend  our  commerce. 
Now  shall  we  place  ourselves  in  position  where 
we  shall  be  at  the  mercy  of  a  rival,  where  we 
shall  be  handicapped,  tied  hand  and  foot  and 
unable  to  compete  fully  and  properly?  No,  I 
say,  let  us  keep  all  those  facilities  open.  Let  us 
look  to  the  future.  We  have  cut  off  an  immense 
portion  of  our  water  front  already.  AVe  have 
immensely  curtailed  the  tide  flow  into  Boston 
harbor  by  filling  up  the  Back  Bay  and  filling 
the  sides  of  Charles  river,  and  we  propose  to 
curtail  it  still  more;  and  yet  we  know  the 
expense  the  national  government  was  to  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river  in  order 
to  provide  just  what  we  are  reducing  by  dimin- 
ishing this  tidal  flow.  I  say  that  we  ought  to 
provide  for  more  tide  flow  when  we  curtail  it 
anywhere.  We  propose  to  curtail  the  tide  flow 
between  City  Pomt  and  Fort  Independence.  AVe 
are  using  for  a  playground  what  our  fathers 
never  would  have  used  for  such  a  purpose.  They 
had  far-seeing  views;  they  looked  into  the  fu- 
ture, and  they  labored  in  such  a  way  and  laid 
their  plans  in  such  a  manner  that  we  can  look 
back  upon  them  with  admiration.  But  are  we 
doing  so  in  taking  this  step  to  curtail  the  use  of 
our  harbor  facilities  and  use  them  as  a  play- 
ground? I  say  we  have  done  altogether  too  much 
in  the  last  few  years  for  the  playgrounds  of  Bos- 
ton, and  have  not  done  enough  for  the  business 
community,  and  have  not  sufficiently  encour- 
aged the  business  enterprise  of  Boston.  Our 
future  depends  more  upon  our  business  enter- 
prise than  upon  our  playgrounds.  We  have  ex- 
tended them  far  enough.  Let  us  keep  an  eye  to 
the  business  interests  of  Boston  or  we  shall  de- 
cay as  other  cities  in  the  country  have  decayed. 
I  beg  of  you  not  to  rush  this  measure  through 
without  more  careful  considei'ation.  I  hope 
that  the  rules  will  not  be  suspended  in  order  to 
pass  this  measure  at  the  present  time.  Although 
it  has  been  debated  in  the  past  year,  it  has  not 
been  debated  as  much  as  it  ought  to  be.  I  think 
that  every  new  member  here  ought  to  have  an 
opportunity  to  say  something  upon  this  ques- 
tion. It  is  quite  an  unusual  tiling  to  undertake 
to  pass  legislation  of  this  kind  at  a  meeting 
called  simply  for  the  organization  of  the  city 
government.  I  think  that  very  few  members 
expected  that  this  measure  would  be  introduced 
at  this  session.  I  hope  we  shall  all  be  given  an 
opportunity  to  further  consider  the  question. 
Mr.  President,  I  am  opposed  to  making  a  motion 
for  the  previous  question,  inasmuch  as  it  cuts 
off  debate.  I  should  not  do  it  in  this  instance 
unless  I  had  promised  to,  but  as  I  promised  to  do 
so,  I  move  the  previous  question. 

The  President— The  time  for  debate  having 
expired  the  Chair  will  put  the  question. 

Mr.  Gomez— Since  the  gentleman  who  made 
this  motion  gave  way  to  the  previous  speaker, 
who  is  against  the  motion,  I  hope  he  will  with- 
draw the  motion  for  the  previous  question 
and  allow  me  to  correct  some  misstatements  he 
has  made,  especially  about  South  Boston. 

Mr.  Ladd— If  I  made  any  misstatements  I  shall 
be  glad  to  withdraw  the  motion  for  the  previous 
question,  with  the  permission  of  the  gentleman 
who  first  made  it. 

Mr.  AVhall— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  the 
motion  for  the  previous  question  having  been 
made  no  debate  is  in  order. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken.  The  Chair  will  put  the  previous  question. 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

The  question  was  upon  suspending  all  joint 
and  Council  rules. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  inquire  whether  or  not  it 
requires  a  two  thirds  vote? 

The  President — The  Chair  understands  it  re- 
quires only  a  majority  vote  to  suspend  the  rules, 
and  that  it  requires  a  two  thirds  vote  to  pass 
the  order. 


10 


CITY     GOVERNMENT. 


The  rules  were  declared  suspended.  Mr. 
Ladd  doubted  the  vote  and  on  his  motion  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.  The  clerk  called 
the  roll. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  wish  to  raise  the  point  of  order 
that  it  requires  a  two-thirds  vote  to  suspend  the 
rules. 

The  President— It  only  requires  a  majority 
vote  in  the  absence  of  any  rule.  We  are  working 
under  no  rule  governing-  the  question  at  this 
time. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  understood  that  we  had  adopted 
rales. 

The  President— We  have  not  adopted  that 
rule  yet. 

The  rules  were  declared  suspended;  yeas  40, 
nays.  27: 

Yeas — Barry,  Carroll,  Chamberlain,  Cochran, 
Coleman,  Connelly,  Coyle,  Davem,  Desmond, 
Dolan,  Duggan  Foss,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Galla- 
gher, Gomez,  Haggerty,  Harrington,  Hayes, 
Keliher,  Kelley,  Kennedy,  Leary,  Mahoney, 
McEnaney,  McKenna,  McNary,  J.  Murphy,  J.  J. 
Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  O'Mealey,  Perry,  Reilly, 
Short,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg, 
Teevens,  Tracey,  Whall,  Whitmore— 40. 

Nays — Atwood,  Blume.  Bowman,  Burr,  Cars- 
tensen,  Clark,  Dewey,  Fisher,  Fottler,  Fowler, 
Frost,  Ladd,  Lattimore,  Lauten,  F.  Morison,  F. 
R.  Morrison,  Norton,  Perkins,  C.  C.  Powers, 
Provan,  Richards,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  Thayer, 
Tuttle,  Webster,  Wilson— 27. 

Absent  or  not  voting  —  Light,  E.  J.  Powers, 
Sanger,  Shaw — 4. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence ;  yeas  49, 
nays  17: 

Yeas— Atwood,  Bai'ry,  Bowman,  Carroll, Cham- 
berlain, Cochrane,  Coleman,  Connolly,  Coyle, 
Davem,  Desmond.  Dewey.  Dolan.  Duggan,  Foss, 
J.  Gallager,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Haggerty, 
Harrington,  Hayes,  Keliher,  Kelley,  Kennedy, 


Lauten,  Leary,  Mahoney,  McEnaney,  McKenna, 
McNary,  F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  Murphy,  J.  J.  Mur- 
phv,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Norton,  O'Mealey,  Perry, 
C.  C.  Powers,  Provan,  Reilly,  Short,  J.  H.  Sulli- 
van, R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevans,  Tracey, 
Tuttle,  Whall,  Whitmore— 49. 

Nays — Blume,  Burr,  Carstensen,  Clark,  Fisher, 
Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost,  Ladd,  Lattimore,  F.  Mor- 
ison, Perkins,  Richards,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan, 
Thayer,  Wilson — 17. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Light,  E.  J.  Powers, 
Sanger,  Shaw,  Webster — 5. 

Mr.  Keliher  moved  to  reconsider,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall,  it  was  voted  that 
debate  be  now  closed. 

The  reconsideration  was  refused. 

HALF  HOLIDAYS. 

Mr.  Tracey  offered  an  order— That  the  Mayor 
request  the  heads  of  departments  to  continue  the 
Saturday  half-holidays  during  the  present  year. 

Mr.  Dewey— I  think  we  have  been  here  long 
enough,  and  I  move  that  the  Council  now  ad- 
journ. 

The  President— The  Chair  desires  to  state 
before  we  adjourn  that  changes  of  seats  should 
be  communicated  to  the  City  Messenger,  so  that 
we  may  have  a  correct  list  at  an  early  day. 

Mr.  Leary— Before  we  adjourn,  has  it  been 
stated  when  we  adjourn  to? 

The  President — Thursday  next  at  7.30 
o'clock,  as  provided  in  the  rules. 

Mr.  Gomez— I  would  like  the  gentleman  to 
withdraw  the  motion  for  one  second. 

Mr.  Tracey— Does  this  question  of  adjourn- 
ment cut  off  my  order? 

The  President— It  goes  over  to  the  next 
meeting. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  carried. 

Adjourned,  at  2.01  P.M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of   the  Common   Council. 


Thursday,  Jan.  6th,  1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  at 
7.30  P.M.,  President  Barry  in  the  chair. 

By  direction  of  the  president  the  roll  was 
called  with  the  following  result: 

Present— Atwood,  Barry,  Blume,  Burr,  Car- 
roll, Clark,  Cochran,  Coleman,  Connolly,  Des- 
mond, Dewey,  Dolan,  Duggan,  Fisher,  Foss, 
Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost,  Haggerty,  Hayes,  Kelley, 
Ladd,  Lauten,  McKenna,  McNary,  F.  Morison, 
F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  Murphy,  J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H. 
Murphy,  O'Mealey,  Perkins,  Perry,  C.  C.  Powers, 
Provan,  Reilly,  Richards,  Shaw,  Short,  Snow, 
E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevans. 
Thayer,  Tracy,  Tuttle,  Whall,  Whitmore— 49. 

Absent— Bowman,  Cartsensen,  Chamberlain, 
Coyle,  Davern,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher, 
Gomez,  Harrington,  Keliher,  Kennedy,  Lat- 
timore,  Leary,  Light,  Mahony,  McEnamy,  Nor- 
ton, E.  J.  Powers,  Sanger,  R.  Sullivan,  Webster, 
Wilson— 21. 

THE  MUNICIPAL   REGISTER. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order— That  the 
municipal  register  be  printed  by  the  superin- 
tendent of  printing,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Joint  Rules  and  Orders, 
when  appointed,  and  that  they  also  prepare  a 
pocket  edition  of  the  rules  and  orders  and  a  list 
of  members  and  committees,  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  printing. 
Passed.    Sent  up. 

THE  RESERVOIR  LOT. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order— That  a  joint 
special  committee,  consisting  of  three  members 
of  the  Common  Council  with  such  as  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  may  join  be  appointed  to  ascertain 
and  report  what  arrangements  can  be  made  with 
the  State  for  the  sale  to  it  of  the  Reservoir  lot, 
so  called,  and  for  grading  the  streets  in  that 
vicinity,  and  what  legislation  is  necessary  there- 
for. Passed.  Sent  up.  Later  in  the  session  the 
President  appointed  Messrs.-  Whitmore,  Fottler 
and  Short  on  said  committee. 

CITY  CEMETERIES. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order— That  His 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he  hereby  is  requested 
to  petition  the  Legislature  for  the  passage  of 
such  acts  as  shall  be  necessary  to  enable  the  city 
of  Boston  to  transfer  to  private  corporations  such 
of  its  cemeteries  as  are  not  needed  for  the  burial 
of  paupers  or  strangers.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order — That  His 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  authorized  to  appoint 
three  commissioners  to  investigate  and  re- 
port upon  the  condition  and  cost  of  main- 
tenance of  the  public  cemeteries  now 
maintained  by  the  city,  and  also  to 
report  a  plan  for  some  different  arrangement  by 
which  the  city's  interest  and  expense  may  be 
limited  to  providing  proper  facilities  for  the 
burial  of  the  poor. 

Read  twice  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Whall— Does  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  contemplate  having  these  commissioners  serve 
without  pay? 

Mr.  Whitmore— There  being  no  stipulation 
for  compensation,  of  course  they  will  have  to 
serve  without  pay.  If  the  work  should  be  found 
very  arduous  and  the  mayor  should  come  in  and 
ask  for  compensation  for  them,  he  will  have  to 
do  it  on  his  own  responsibility.  But  the  order 
does  not  contemplate  any  compensation,  and  he 
cannot  engage  to  pay  anything  lunder  this  or- 
der, if  he  wanted  to. 

The  order  was  passed ;  sent  up. 

NEW  COURT  HOUSE. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order— That  Messrs. 

; ,  with  such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may 

join,  be  a  joint  special  committee  to  whom  shall 
be  referred  all  matters  relating  to  the  new  Court 
House. 

Read  twice  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  would  like  to  have  some  ex- 


Flanation  of  that  order  before  it  is  finally  passed, 
think  it  is  reasonable  and  proper  and  should 
like  to  hear  some  explanation  of  what  the  ob- 
ject of  the  order  is. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  order  is  very  easily  ex- 
plained. It  is  the  same  committee  we  had  last 
year.  It  is  a  joint  committee,  but  we  don't  put 
it  into  the  list  of  such  committees,  because  from 
the  nature  of  things  it  will  not  endure  more  than 
two  or  three  years.  There  are  quite  a  number  of 
joint  committees,  which  are  not  on  the  list  of 
standing  committees.  Some  have  lasted  two  or 
three  years,  but  they  are  not  really  standing 
committees  so  certain  to  be  needed  that  they  are 
put  into  the  list  of  regular  standing  committees. 
The  gentleman  will  find  that  we  had  this  com- 
mittee last  year.  I  merely  put  it  in  for  that  rea- 
son. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

COMMITTEES    ON    FINANCE    AND  PUBLIC  BUILD- 
INGS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order— That  the 
president  be  hereby  assigned  as  a  member  of  the 
Finance  Committee  and  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings.    Passe  d.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider  the  passage 
of  the  various  orders  offered  by  him ;  lost. 

NEW  DUDLEY-STREET  SCHOOLHOUSE  YARD. 

Mr.  Lauten  offered  on  order— That  His  Honor 
the  Mayor  be  authorized  to  purchase  a  piece 
of  land  for  enlarging  and  completing  the  yard 
of  the  new  grammar  schoolhouse  on  Dudley 
street,  corner  of  Langdon  street,  adjoining  the 
present  site  of  said  schoolhouse  and  containing 
9600  square  feet,  for  not  exceeding  the  sum  of 
§10,000,  to  be  charged  to  the  special  appropria- 
tion for  the  purpose.  Ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

BADGES. 

Mr.  Foss  offered  an  order— That  a  special  com- 
mittee, consisting  of  three  members,  he  author- 
ized to  procure  badges  for  the  members  of  the 
Common  Council,  the  expense  attending  the 
same,  not  exceeding  $5  each,  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  the  contingent  fund  of  the 
Common  Council. 

Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 
moved  by  Mr.  Foss,  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Murphy  moved  to  amend  by  strik- 
ing out  "five"  and  inserting  "seven." 

Mr.  Blume— I  have  been  here  four  years  and 
have  never  seen  any  but  a  $5  badge.  That  has 
always  answered  the  purposes  of  members  in 
past  years,  without  a  dissenting  voice.  I  trust 
that  gentlemen  will  not  indulge  m  any  extrava- 
gances. Badges  are  almost  a  thing  of  the  past  ; 
they  are  really  unnecessary.  But  it  is  a  time- 
honored  custom,  I  presume,  and  perhaps  they 
are  well  enough  as  a  distinguishing  mark  of  this 
distinguished  body.  I  hope  that  the  amendment 
will  not  prevail.    It  is  not  necessary. 

Mr.  Leary — I  hone  the  amendment  will  pre- 
vail. I  do  not  consider  $7  an  extraordinary  sum 
for  a  badge.  If  we  were  paid  a  salary,  then  we 
might  consider  something  of  that  kind.  But  not 
receiving  a  salary,  I  think  that  a  $7  badge  is  not 
anything  great.  I  hope  the  amendment  will 
prevail. 

Mr.  Blume— Will  the  gentleman  he  able  to 
distinguish  between  a  $5  a  §7  badge? 

Mr.  Leary— I  am  told  that  you  would,  and 
that  if  you  allowed  the  additional  $2  you  would 
think  the  badge  cost  §10  or  S15. 

The  question  was  putSon  the  amendment,  and 
the  Chair  being  in  doubt,  the  Council  was  divi- 
ded, 27  in  the  affirmative,  24  in  the  negative, 
and  the  amendment  was  declared  adopted.  Mr. 
Blume  doubted  the  vote,  and  on  his  motion  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.  The  amendment 
was  adopted ;  yeas  33,  nays  30 : 

Yeas  —  Barry,  Carroll,  Coleman,  Connolly, 
Coyle,  Davern,  Dolan,  Fisher,  Foss,  Fottler, 
P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Haggerty,  Harrington, 
Hayes,  Kelley,  Kennedy,  Lauten,  Leary,  Maho- 
ney,  McEnaney,  McKenna,  J.Mttrphy,  J.  J. Mur- 
phy, W.  H.  Murphy,  O'Mealey,  E.  J.  Powers, 
Reilly,  Shaw,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Tracey, 
Whitmore— 33. 

Nays— Atwood,  Blume.  Bowman,  Burr,  Cars- 
tensen,  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Desmond,  Dewey, 
Fowler,  Frost,  Keliher,  Ladd,  Lattimore,  Mc- 
Nary,  F.  Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison,  Norton,  Per- 
kins, Perry,  C.  C.  Powers,  Richards,  Short,  Snow, 
E.  Sullivan,  Teevens,  Thayer,  Tuttle,  Whall, 
Wilson— 30. 
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Absent  or  not  voting  —  Cochran,  Duggan,  J. 
Gallagher,  Light,  Provan,  Sanger,  R.  Snllivan, 
Webster— 8. 

Mr.  W.  fi.  Mubphy  moved  a  reconsideration 
of  the  last  vote,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Blume  moved  to  lay  the  reconsideration 
on  the  table.  Declared  lost.  Mr.  Blume  doubt- 
ed the  vote,  and  on  his  motion  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered.  The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table 
was  lost ;  yeas  19,  nays  43 : 

Yeas— Atwood,  Blume,  Bowman,  Burr,  Cars- 
tensen,  Chamberlain, Clark,  Coyle,  Fowler,  Ladd, 
McKenna,  F.  Morison,  F.  K.  Morrison,  Perkins, 
Richards,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  Thayer,  Wilson— 
19. 

Nays— Barry,  Carroll,  Coleman,  Connolly, 
Davern,  Desmond.  Dewey,  Dolan,  Duggan, 
Fisher,  Foss,  Fottler,  Frost,  P.  J.  Gallagher, 
Gomez  Haggerty,  Harrington,  Hayes,  Kelley, 
Kennedy,  Lattimore,  Lauten.  Leary,  Mahoney, 
McEnaney,  McNary,  J.  Murphy,  J.  J.  Murphy, 
W.  H.  Murphy,  Norton,  O'Mealey,  Perry,  C.  C. 
Powers  Reilly,  Shaw,  Short,  J.  H.  Sullivan, 
Sundberg,  Teevens,  Tracey,  Tuttle,  Whall, 
Whitmore^3. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Cochran,  J.  Gallagher, 
Keliher,  Light,  E.  J.  Powers,  Provan,  Sanger, 
R.  Sullivan,  Webster— 9. 

Mr.  McKenna,  after  the  result  was  announced, 
said  he  should  have  voted  no  on  that  question, 
and  he  desired  to  have  his  vote  changed. 

The  reconsideration  was  refused.  The  order 
was  passed.  Mr.  W.  H.  Murphy  moved  to  recon- 
sider; lost. 

Later  in  the  session  the  president  appointed 
Messrs.  Foss,  Fisher  and  E.  J.  Powers  on  the 
Committee  on  Badges. 

THE  PRESIDENT'S  ROOM. 

Mr.  Whali  offered  an  order— That  the  pres- 
ident of  the  Common  Council  be  authorized  to 
expend  not  exceeding  $200  during  the  present 
year  for  books  or  decorations  for  the  president's 
room,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  contingent 
fund  of  the  Common  Council. 

Passed,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Mr. 
Whall  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

PORTRAIT  OF  THE   PRESIDENT. 

Mr.  Whall  offered  an  order— That  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Common  Council  be  requested  to 
give  a  sitting  for  a  portrait,  to  be  hung  in  the 
president's  room,  in  accordance  with  the  usual 
custom,  the  expense  attending  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Common 
Council.  Passed  tuider  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 
Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

PROPOSED  PLAYGROUND  FOR  ATHLETIC  SPORTS. 

Mr.  McNary  offered  an  order— That  the  Board 
of  Park  Commissioners  be  requested  to  report 
upon  the  cost  and  advisability  of  establishing  a 
suitable  playground  of  live  or  six  acres  for  boys 
and  athletic  clubs  on  the  waste  lands  west  of 
Boston  street  and  south  of  Swett  street,  or  be- 
tween Dorchester  avenue,  the  Old  Colony  rail- 
road and  north  of  Mt.  Vernon  street,  or  upon  the 
Cow  Pasture. 

Specially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  at  8.30 
P.M.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McNary,  who  desired  an 
opportunity  to  explain  the  order. 

COASTING  PERMIT  ON  TELEGRAPH  STREET. 

Mr.  McNary  offered  an  order— That  the  Board 
of  Police  Commissioners  be  requested  to  suspend 
the  coasting  permit  granted  for  Telegraph  street, 
South  Boston.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

LAMPS. 

Mr.  McNary  offered  an  order— That  the  super- 
intendent of  lamps  be  requested  to  substitute 
gas  lamps  for  the  oil  lamps  now  in  use  on  Dor- 
chester avenue. 

Mr.  Whall  raised  the  point  of  order  that  the 
subject  of  lamps  comes  properly  before  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  and  this  Council  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  subject. 

The  President  ruled  the  point  well  taken. 

HOUSE  FOR  ENGINE  NO.  6. 

Mr.  Whall  offered  an  order— That  the  city 
architect  be  requested  to  include  in  his  esti- 
mates for  the  ensuing  financial  year  a  sum  suffi- 
cient to  provide  a  new  building  for  steam  fire 
engine  No.  6,  at  present  located  m  Wall  street. 

Read  twice  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Dewey— A  good  many  of  the  fire  com- 


panies which  are  at  present  established  are  not 
in  first  rate  working  order,  for  the  reason  that 
there  are,  as  I  believe,  a  number  of  call  compa- 
nies which  should  be  made  permanent.  It  seems 
to  me  that  unless  there  is  some  special  reason 
why  this  new  building  should  be  provided  for  at 
this  time,  it  would  be  much  better  to  use  this 
money  for  improving  the  present  force  rather 
than  for  the  erection  of  any  new  buildings.  Per- 
haps the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  can  explain 
the  matter ;  otherwise  I  think  it  should  go  to  the 
appropriate  committee. 

Mr.  Whall— About  the  12th  or  13th  of  last 
February  I  had  the  honor  of  introducing  a  simi- 
lar order  into  the  Council.  It  was  then  referred 
to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Fire  Department. 
They  consulted  with  the  Fire  Commissioners, 
and  after  that  consultation  unanimously  report- 
ed that  a  new  engine  house  was  necessary  in 
place  of  Engine  House  No.  6,  then  and  now 
located  on  Wall  street.  Acting  upon  .  that 
recommendation,  the  city  government  of  1886 
passed  an  appropriation  of  $30,000  to  buy  the  site. 
From  the  Fire  Commissioners  I  understand 
that  negotiations  are  almost  perfected  for  the 
purchase  of  a  site.  That  has  been  attended  to 
and  I  believe  (and  I  am  glad  to  announce  the 
fact)  that  some  $7000  or  $8000  will  be  left  over 
from  that  appropriation  to  go  toward  paying  for 
the  building.  The  Fire  Department  Committee 
last  year  was  of  the  unanimous  opinion  that 
fire  engine  house  No.  6  was  the  worst  house  in 
the  city  of  Boston,  and  that  its  change  was  a 
crying  necessity.  Gentlemen  will  remember  that 
the  schoolhouse  which  immediately  adjoins  en- 
gine house  No.  6  on  Wall  street  had  to  be  closed 
on  account  of  its  unhealthful  position.  The 
children  of  the  neighborhood  had  to  be  taken 
away  from  there  to  avoid  sickness.  That  was 
closed  some  three  or  four  years  back,— the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  8  could  probably  give  the 
exact  time.  This  engine  house  has  been 
under  consideration  by  the  Fire  Commissioners 
for  five  or  six  years— the  worst  engine 
house  in  Boston ;  and,  as  I  said  before,  it  has 
been  maturely  considered  by  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee in  previous  years,  and  the  plan  struck  the 
city  government  of  last  year  so  favorably  that 
they  appropriated  $30,000  for  the  purchase 
of  a  site.  This  order  only  calls  for  an  estimate 
of  what  the  building  will  cost.  It  does  not  com- 
mit us  to  any  particular  appropriation.  The  size 
of  the  appropriation  we  can  discuss  when  the 
annual  appropriation  bill  comes  before  us.  It  is 
only  to  start  the  ball  rolling.  Last  year,  I  might 
add,  the  city  government  authorized  the  city 
architect  to  include  in  his  annual  estimate  an 
estimate  for  a  building  on  the  site.  But  the 
matter  came  to  the  city  architect  at  such  a  late 
day  that  he  was  unable  to  include  it  in  his  an- 
nual estimate  of  1886-87.  So  that  by  force  of  the 
delay,  and  not  by  any  action  of  the  city  govern- 
ment itself,  it  was  dropped  accidentally  from 
that  estimate,  and  it  will  now  have  to  go  into 
the  estimate  of  1887-88.  I  trust  the  explanation 
is  satisfactory. 

The  order  was  passed.  Mr.  Whall  moved  to 
reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

.     STONY  BROOK. 

Mr.  Duggan  offered  an  order— That  Messrs. 
with  such  as   the    Board  of    Aldermen 


may  join,  be  a  joint  special  committee  to  whom 
shall  be  referred  all  matters  relating  to  Stony 
brook.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

CIVILITIES  TO  DISTINGUISHED  VISITORS. 

Mr.  Fottler  offered  an  order— That  His  Honor 
the  Mayor  be  authorized  to  extend,  in  behalf  of 
the  city  of  Boston,  such  civilities  as  he  may  deem 
proper  to  distinguished  persons  visiting  the  city 
during  the  present  year,  and  that  $5000  be  ap- 
propriated for  the  purpose,  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  incidental  expenses. 

Mr.  Blume— This  is  a  customary  order,  I  un- 
derstand? 

The  President— Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Blume— In  looking  over  the  auditor's  esti- 
mates I  cannot  find  that  appropriation.  If  any 
gentleman  will  look  it  up  and  lot  me  know  where 
it  is,  I  would  like  to  have  hini  do  so.  I  find  the 
mayor's  contingent  fund,  $1000.  I  would  like  to 
ask  the  Chair,  or  some  member  on  the  floor, 
under  what  head  this  matter  comes  up. 

The  Clerk— It  is  charged  to  incidental  ex- 
penscs. 

Mr.  Blume— Then  I  desire  to  know,  Mr.  Presi- 
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dent,  how  much  there  is  left  of  last  year's  ap- 
propriation of  $5000  for  this  purpose? 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  think  if  the  gentleman 
looks  there  carefully  he  will  see  that  there  is 
$825.17,  but  that  means  nothing  at  all.  The  fund 
from  contingent  expenses  will  have  to  be  filled 
up  from  some  other  source  before  the  year  has 
expired.  It  is  merely  the  bookkeeping  here 
which  shows  the  different  headings  under  which 
these  accounts  are  to  be  classed.  This  money, 
which  we  appropriate,  can  be  transferred  to 
other  purposes,  if  desired.  That  matter  has 
been  settled  time  and  again  in  the  Council.  By 
appropriating  tins  money  we  put  it  under  a  pro- 
per footing,  and  the  Council  hereafter  will  make 
provision,  under  the  advice  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee for  a  transfer  to  make  it  good. 

Mi1.  Bltjme- I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  if  I  am  to  understand  that 
there  has  been  expended  for  the  purposes  for 
which  this  $5000  was  appropriated  last  year  up 
to  date  some  $4000? 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  don't  see  anything  in  the 
statement  to  show  that  any  money  has  been  ex- 
pended. I  don't  know  how  much  may  have 
been  done  in  this  line.  The  gentleman  will  see 
that  the  joint  fund  for  incidental  expenses  had 
$10,000  to  its  credit  at  the  beginning  of  tbe  year, 
while  we  have  spent  $29,000,  but  for  what  items 
that  has  been  spent,  and  how  much  out  of  the 
$5000  the  mayor  is  authorized  to  spend  I  don't 
know.  It  is  merely  a  reservoir  that  the  money 
runs  in  and  out  of.  The  auditor  will  tell  you,  of 
course,  if  you  go  to  his  office,  where  the  $29,000 
and  odd  have  lieen  spent,  but  if  we  direct  ex- 
penditure to  be  made  and  charged  to  that  ap- 
propriation we  shall  make  it  go  before  the  finan- 
cial year  is  up. 

Mr.  Blume— While  the  gentleman  is  on  the 
floor  I  would  like  to  ask  him  whether  this  $5000 
is  swallowed  up  in  the  item  of  $30,000  after  its 
being  appropriated? 

Mr.  n  hitmore — I  don't  know  how  I  can 
answer  the  gentlemen's  question  any  better  than 
I  have,  but  he  can,  of  course,  obtain  the  desired 
information  from  the  auditor.  The  proper 
method  of  proceeding,  of  course,  would  be  for 
the  gentleman  to  inquire  of  the  auditor  and  not 
of  any  member  of  the  Council,  because  we  are 
not  supposed  to  carry  the  accounts  in  our  heads. 
There  is  $30,000,  of  which  this  $5000  was  directed 
to  he  placed  under  the  control  of  the  mavor  for 
a  specific  object  a  year  ago,  and,  as  I  said,  sir,  I 
don't  know  whether  he  has  spent  one  thousand 
or  four  thousand  or  forty-hve  hundred.  It 
would  make  no  difference  one  way  or  the  other. 
If  we  order  it,  we  do  as  we  did  last  year.  Prob- 
ably last  year,  when  we  made  this  appropriation, 
there  was  an  equally  small  balance  in 
the  reserve  fund  of  that  committee.  We 
have  to  transfer  during  every  financial 
year  from  one  appropriation  to  another,  in 
order  to  obtain  money  for  various  pur- 
poses. It  is  only  a  matter  of  bookkeeping 
and  this  is  the  customary  form  of  doing  it- 
charging  it  to  incidentals,  and  when  the  inci- 
dental fund  is  exhausted  we  can  fill  it  up  again, 
just  as  we  have  done  in  regard  to  the  contingent 
fund  of  the  Common  Council.  When  it  is  ex- 
hausted we  don't  sit  down  and  have  no  more 
lunches.  We  know  it  will  be  filled  up  again, 
and  we  go  on  cheerfully  and  charge  it  up  to  the 
contingent  fund. 

Mr.  Blume— I  have  no  doubt  of  the  gentle- 
man's entire  sincerity  in  attempting  to  give  me 
the  explanation  I  desired,  but  I  am  unfortunate 
in  not  understanding  this  contemplated  expen- 
diture. What  I  desire  to  say  is  this :  Annually, 
for  the  past  few  years,  this  order  has  been  put 
in  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  [reading  the 
order.]  Now,  my  point  is  whether  or  not  this- 
isn't  a  very  large  sum  to  appropriate  in  this  way, 
and  the  information  I  desired  to  obtain  was 
whether  during  the  past  year  there  has  been 
$5000  spent,  or  $1000,  or  a  very  much  less  sum 
than  $5000.  If  it  should  appear  that  $5000  was 
greatly  beyond  the  requirements  of  this  fund, 
then  my  desire  was  to  make  it  less.  Now  if  this 
matter  is  not  asked  to  be  rushed  through  to- 
night I  shall  attempt  to  post  myself  between 
this  and  the  next  meeting  by  going  to  the  audi- 
tor's department  and  finding  out  how  much  of 
this  $5000  has  been  expended  for  entertaining 
distinguished  strangers.  That  is  the  purpose  of 
my  inquiry. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  Blume— I  think  that  the  gentleman  will 
not  accuse  me  of  any  discourtesy  towards  him, 
but  in  the  face  of  the  inquiry  I  have  made,  and 
in  reply  to  which  I  have  received  no  satisfactory 
explanation,  it  seems  to  me  that  we  had  better 
not  crowd  the  matter  through  in  haste.  I  want 
to  know  whether  this  $5000  is  needed  or  not. 
Now,  there  are  no  distinguished  strangers  com- 
ing next  week  for  whom  this  $5000  will  be  re- 
quired, and  I  therefore  crave  the  patience  of  the 
gentlemen  of  the  Council  for  at  least  one  week 
while  I  can  have  a  chance  to  look  into  it. 

Mr.  Fottler— As  a  mover  of  this  order  of 
course  it  was  my  intention  to  ask  for  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule  in  order  to  have  it  passed  to- 
night, but  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11  has 
raised  a  question  and  seems  to  wish  that  it  go 
over  to  another  meeting.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied 
to  have  it.  and  I  hope  that  the  otber  members 
will  look  at  it  in  that  light  and  allow  it  to  go 
over. 

Mr.  Whall— I  always  desire  to  give  people  en- 
lightenment, and  therefore  I  withdraw  the  me- 
tion  to  suspend  the  rule. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  think  that  the  Council 
might  just  as  well,  now  that  the  matter  has  been 
raised,  understand  something  about  it.  The  au- 
ditor's report  shows  up  to  last  May,  for  the  year, 
that  the  expenditure  amounted  to  $3732.72,  out 
of  the  appropriation  which  has  been  running 
for  two  years  at  an  expenditure  of  $5000  a  year. 
I  will  send  the  book  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  11,  so  that  he  may  look  over  the  items, 
which  he  will  find  on  page  102.  He  will  see  there 
the  way  in  which  the  expense  is  made,  and  he 
will  find  out  in  regard  to  the  distinguisbed  per- 
sons who  come  to  Boston  to  be  entertained.  No 
person  can  tell  whether  $5000  is  too  much  or  too 
little,  but  if  it  isn't  expended  and  isn't  used 
there  will  be  no  harm  in  placing  the  amount  at 
that  sum.  In  past  years  it  has  been  the  custom 
to  allow  the  mayor  unlimited  power  to  entertain 
guests.  There  used  to  be  no  limit  at  all,  and  it 
was  one  year,  when  Mr.  Prince  was  mayor,  that 
I  made  a  motion  to  limit  the  sum  to  $5000. 
Before  that  time  no  restriction  was  made,  I 
think.  Before  that  order  was  passed  he  was  al- 
lowed to  entertain  distinguished  strangers  at  an 
unlimited  expense  and  charge  the  amount  up. 
It  is,  of  course,  immaterial  whether  we  let  it  go 
over  to  next  week  or  not,  but  in  point  of  fact 
there  is  nothing  else  for  the  gentleman  to  learn 
as  far  as  making  up  his  mind  as  to  whether  he 
shall  vote  to  appropriate  this  $5000  or  not  is  con- 
cerned. More  than  that,  if  the  amount  is  appro- 
priated it  won't  be  lost  in  any  way  by  being  set 
apart  from  the  incidental  expenses  for  this  pur- 
pose. If  it  isn't  wanted  it  will  be  used  for  some 
other  incidental  expense,  whatever  it  is  voted 
for.  There  is  no  objection  to  allowing  it  to  go 
over,  of  course,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  there  is 
no  reason  whatever  why  the  gentleman  should 
raise  the  inquiry. 

The  order  went  over  under  the  rule. 

REMOVAL  OF  SNOW  AND   SLUSH. 

Mr.  Perkins  offered  an  order— That  the  super- 
intendent of  streets  be  requested  to  keep  the 
street  crossings  in  the  business  part  of  the  city 
free  from  snow  and  slush  during  the  winter. 

Mr.  Whall— We  have  just  as  much  right  to 
ask  the  man  in  the  moon  to  keep  the  streets 
clean  in  winter  as  we  have  to  ask  the  superin- 
tendent of  streets.  It  does  not  come  under  the 
department  of  streets  at  all.  The  superin- 
tendent of  health  has  charge  of  that.  If  the 
gentleman  desires  to  have  his  order  acted  upon 
he  had  better  send  it  to  the  proper  department. 

Mr.  Perkins— If  that  is  the  proper  department 
I  am  willing  to  bave  it  changed  to  the  superin- 
tendent of  health.  All  I  have  to  say  is  that  any 
one  finds  great  difficulty  in  walking  through 
the  streets  this  winter,  as  was  the  case  last  win- 
ter. I  have  heard  great  complaints  among  busi- 
ness men.  A  dry  goods  merchant  said  to  me 
that  it  interfered  with  trade  to  have  the  streets 
in  such  a  condition.  A  very  little  money,  it 
seems  to  me,  will  keep  our  streets  free  from  the 
slush  and  snow  at  the  most  prominent  crossings. 

Mr.  Whall— I  feel  that  I  owe  an  apology  to 
the  gentleman  for  the  way  in  which  I  stated  my 
objection.  And  I  do  apologize  to  him  now.  My 
intention  was  to  make  the  suggestion  in  the 
way  of  amendment.  It  did  come  in  an  un- 
gracious way  and  I  apologize  for  it. 

Mr.  Lauten— I  would  like  to  tell  the  gentle- 
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man  from  Ward  18  that  for  the  last  four  years  I 
have  heexi  trying  to  do  something  with  this  mat- 
ter and  have  not  made  much  headway,  and  for 
this  reason:  The  street  crossings  are  under  the 
superintendent  of  health.  But  the  trouble  is  he 
has  not  got  the  men.  He  has  the  teams,  but  he 
has  not  got  the  men.  Now  the  Paving  Depart- 
ment has  the  men,  but  has  not  the  teams.  I  say 
that  it  could  be  done  if  you  direct  the  mayor  to 
have  done,  because  he  can  combine  the  two  de- 
parts. I  have  been  to.His  Honor  the  Mayor  and 
the  heads  of  departments,  and  I  know  it  can  be 
done  in  that  way. 

The  order  was  amended  by  substituting 
"health"  for  "streets,"  and  as  amended  was 
read  a  second  time  and  passed.  Mr.  Perkins 
moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

FINANCIAL  REPORTS. 

Monthly  statement  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment for  Jan.  1,  1887.    (City  Doc.  3.)    Sent  up. 

Auditor's  monthly  exhibit  for  Jan.  1,  1887.  (City 
Doc.  4.)    Sent  up. 

PAT  OF  ASSISTANT  FERE  ENGINEERS. 

The  following  was  received  and  sent  up : 

Board  of  Fire  Commissioners,  ) 
Boston,  Jan.  5,  1887.  ) 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council  of  the  City  of 

Boston. 

Gentlemen,— Early  in  November  the  following 
resolution,  adopted  by  both  branches  of  the 
Council  of  1866  and  approved  by  the  mayor,  was 
received  by  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners : 
"Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Fire  Commis- 
sioners he  requested  to  inform  the  City  Council 
if  there  is  any  reason  for  not  increasing  the  pay 
of  the  assistant  engineers  of  the  Boston  Fire  De- 
partment to  $2000  each  per  annum." 

The  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  most  cheer- 
fully concedes  the  justice  of  the  suggestion  in- 
volved in  the  resolution.  No  one  can  appreciate 
better  than  the  board  the  value  to  the  city  of 
the  services  rendered  by  the  engineers  of  this 
department,  unless  it  be  those  whose  property 
they  are  so  prompt  to  protect.  These  officers 
have  been  selected  with  careful  reference  to  ex- 
perience, judgment,  courage,  and  character, 
their  responsibility  is  great,  their  duties  are  ex- 
acting and  arduous.  The  city  of  Boston  pays 
them  much  less  than  it  gives  to  other  of 
its  servants,  whose  responsibility  is  certainly 
no  greater  and  whose  services  is  less 
hazardous  and  confining.  There  are  very 
few  other  cities  in  the  United  States  requiring 
as  much  of  their  engineers  as  Boston  requires, 
that  pay  so  little  to  this  grade  of  officers,  and  the 
sum  of  $2000  each  per  annum  seems  to  the  Board 
none  too  large  a  compensation  for  the  kind  and 
quantity  of  duty  performed.  The  Board,  how- 
ever, cannot  recommend  that  this  increase  take 
effect  before  the  beginning  of  the  new  depart- 
ment year,  as  it  is  a  contingency  not  contem- 
plated in  the  appropriation  for  the  cun-ent  year. 
When  the  time  conies  to  give  this  question 
practical  consideration  the  board  will  feel  in 
duty  bound  to  make  further  recommendations 
in  the  same  line.  The  same  reasoning  that 
shows  the  justice  and  propriety  of  adding  to  the 
salaries  of  the  engineers  is  no  less  cogent  in  its 
application  to  all  other  official  branches  of  the 
department,  especially  in  those  districts  and 
sections  where  the  largest  amount  of  fire  duty 
is  to  be  done.  In  other  words,  whether  meas- 
ured by  the  standard  of  collateral  service  in  the 
city  or  by  the  standard  of  the  same  kind  of  ser- 
vice in  other  cities,  the  official  list  of  the  Boston 
Fire  Department,  from  the  bottom  to  the  top,  is 
justly  entitled  to  an  increased  compensation. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

Robert  G.  Fitch,  Chairman. 
ward  15  contested-election  case. 

Mr.  Blume  presented  the  following: 
To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council. 

Respectfully  represents  your  petitioner  that 
by  a  recount  made  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on 
the  22d  day  of  December,  1880.  of  the  votes  cast 
for  members  of  the  Common  Council  of  1887,  at 
the  municipal  election  held  in  AVard  15  in  the 
city  of  Boston,  on  the  14th  day  of  said  December, 
it  appeared  that  for  said  office 

Robert  Provan,  your  petitioner,  received 935  votes. 

Thomas  F.  Niinan  received 869  votes. 

T.  F.  N  unan  received 2  votes. 

J.  F.  Nunan  received 99  votes. 

Your   petitioner  further  represents    that    said 


Thomas  F.  Nunan  has  petitioned  your  honora- 
ble body  for  the  seat  now  held  by  your  petition- 
er, claiming  to  have  a  majority  of  35  votes  over 
the  votes  cast  for  your  petitioner. 

Your  petitioner  further  represents  that  by  said 
recount  he  has  a  majority  of  votes  over  the  votes 
cast  for  Michael  J.  Carroll-,  now  holding  a  seat 
in  your  honorable  body,  but  that  the  votes  for 
said  Michael  J.  Carroll  were  not  recounted  by 
the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Wherefore,  that  justice  may  be  done  to  said 
Nunan,  said  Carroll  and  your  petitioner,  and 
that  the  will  and  act  of  the  voters  of  said  Ward 
15,  at  said  election,  concerning  the  premises 
may  be  fully  and  clearly  ascertained,  your  peti- 
tioner prays  that  the  votes  cast  as  aforesaid  at 
said  election  may  be  recounted,  and  that  such 
other  action  may  betaken  in  the  premises  as  the 
law  and  the  equities  of  the  case  demand. 

Robert  Provan. 

Boston,  Jan.  6,  1887. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Elections. 

SATURDAY  HALF-HOLIDAYS  FOR  LABORERS. 

Under  unfinished  business,  the  Council  con- 
sidered the  order  for  the  Mayor  to  request  the 
heads  of  departments  to  continue  the  Saturday 
half-holiday  during  the  present  year.  The 
question  was  on  passage. 

Mr.  Ladd — This  seems  to  be  a  part  of  the  lega- 
cy which  we  have  received  from  last  year,  Mr. 
President,  in  which  there  were  various  agita- 
tions of  this  kind  before  this  Council  and  else- 
where in  regard  to  the  labor  and  business  world. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  experience  of  last  year 
ought  to  teach  us  the  unwisdom  of  pas- 
sing such  an  order  as  this.  It  was  only 
passed  last  year  for  the  last  few  months  of  the 
year,  and  the  argument  was  offered  that  it  was 
only  for  so  short  a  time,  and  therefore  it  ought 
to  be  passed.  The  labor  market  is  not  in  such  a 
condition  as  to  warrant  other  employers  of 
labor  is  awarding  to  their  employees  a  half  hol- 
iday each  week.  The  time  of  10  hours  a  day  dur- 
ing six  days  in  the  week  is  shown  by  ample 
experience  to  be  sufficiently  short  in  which  the 
laboring  men  may  expect  to  support  themselves 
and  their  families.  I  can  speak  for  myself,  and 
I  presume  I  can  speak  for  nearly  every  member 
here  when  I  state  that  I,  and  probably  they, work 
more  than  10  hours  a  day  for  six  days  of  every 
week.  It  is  an  absolute  necessity.  The  curse  that 
was  pronounced  upon  mankind  is  not  ready  to  he 
raised  yet,  and  it  cannot  be  raised  by  any  such 
infantile  attempt  as  this.  The  law  of  supply 
ami  demand  will  return  to  regulate  all  questions 
of  this  kind,  whatever  puny  efforts  we  may  put 
forth.  If  we  see  fit  to  cut  down  the  hours  of 
labor,  and  to  cut  down  the  half  days  of  labor, 
work  will  cease  to  be  done  by  the  day, 
and  will  be  done  by  the  piece  and  by  the 
job.  We  cannot  change  that  law,  which 
has  been  pronounced  from  a  higher  source 
than  our  power,  that  man  shall  earn  his 
bread  by  the  sweat  of  his  brow.  Why,  then,  do 
we  attempt  to  overthrow  such  a  natural  and  in- 
evitable law  as  that?  I  say  that  legislation  of- 
this  kind  is  but  the  legislation  of  demagogues 
and  not  of  statesmen.  It  is  class  legislation.  It 
is  ephemeral  legislation.  It  is  legislation 
which  the  experience  of  time  will  not  justify. 
All  class  legislation  is  a  bad  thing  and  should  be 
discouraged.  This  is  purely  and  simply  class 
legislation  and  it  applies  to  a  very  small  class. 
Every  taxpayer  in  the  city  of  Boston  may  justly  - 
complain  of  such  legislation  as  this,  for  it  is 
aimed  to  benefit  a  very  small  minority  of  the 
laboring  men  of  Boston — that  very  small  minor- 
ity that  succeeds  in  getting  the  work  of  the  city 
to  do.  There  is  already  a  sufficient  effort  on  the 
part  of  the  laborers  to  procure  that  work.  Shall 
we  add  this  additional  incentive?  Shall  we 
make  it  a  still  greater  prize  to  be  drawn  by  the 
lucky  individuals  who  obtain  city  employment? 
Shall  we  derange  the  labor  market  by  thus  offer- 
ing extra  rewards  to  city  laborers  that  private 
individuals  cannot  afford  to  award?  It  seems  to 
me  that  we  should  have  some  regard  for  the  in- 
terests of  others,  and  that  it  is  our  duty  to  legis- 
late here  for  the  interests  of  the  whole  people— 
of  all  the  people  of  Boston— rather  than  for  any 
particular  class  of  people  to  the  injury  of  the 
vast  majority  of  the  people  of  Boston. 
For,  if  the  theory  be  true  that  the 
vast  majority  of  the  people  pay  the 
taxes,  really,  although  not  nominally,  then 
those    people    are     injured    by     the    attempt 
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to  give  this  half  holiday,  and  therefore  increase 
the  expense  of  labor  to  the  city  of  Boston.  Sup- 
pose  that  the  labor  of  the  city  of  Boston  costs 
S3.000.000  per  annum,  and  that  is  probably  a  low 
estimate,  then  this  giving  a  half  holiday  during 
each  week  practically  adds  one-twelfth  to  the 
expense  of  that  labor,  or  §250,000  per  annum. 
Are  we  in  a  position,  financially,  with  the  limi- 
tation of  taxation  and  the  limitation  of  the  bor- 
rowing power  upon  us,  to  undertake  to  add  in 
this  wav  S250.OOO  to  the  expenses  of  the  city  of 
Boston?  I  think  not.  It  seems  to  me  that  this 
is  an  entirely  unwise  measure,  and  that  we 
ought  not  to  pass  this  legislation  here  tonight. 
I  hope  that  the  order  will  not  be  passed. 

Mr.  Tracy— I  hope  that  this  order  will  pas  at 
this  time.  If  I  understand  aright  this  half  hol- 
iday on  Saturdays  was  an  experiment  which 
was  commenced  last  year:  and  if  I  properly 
understood  the  mayor  in  his  address  here  last 
Monday,  lie  favors  its  continuance.  He  claims 
that  the  men  have  done  their  work  better  and 
more  cheerfully  than  ever  before,  and  that  it 
was  without  any  extra  cost  to  the  city  what- 
ever: and  I  think  that  the  order  ought  to  pass 
at  this  time.  There  are  a  number  of  people  in 
the  employ  of  the  city  government  at  the  pres- 
ent time  who  receive  a  half  holiday  on  Satur- 
day, and  this  order  is  only  intended  to  do  justice 
to  the  others  who  do  not  receive  it  and  are  as 
fully  entitled  to  it  as  those  who  do  receive  it. 

Mr.  Frost — Last  summer  when  an  order  sim- 
ilar to  this  was  introduced  into  this  Council  I 
had  great  pleasure  in  voting  for  it,  for  the 
months  of  July  and  August— during  the  sum- 
mer months.  I  considered  it  then  a  very  equit- 
able and  a  very  gratifying  thing  to  do  for 
the  laboring  men.  It  is  a  matter  of  custom 
with  merchants  in  the  summer  season, 
especially  during  the  months  of  July 
and  August,  to  give  their  clerks  Saturday 
afternoons  and  to  shut  up  their  stores  earlier ; 
and  for  that  same  reason  I  took  great  pleasure 
in  voting  for  this  measure  for  the  laboring  man. 
But  now,  sir,  I  think  it  is  entirely  wrong.  I  con- 
sider, sir,  that  we  have  no  right  to  pass  such  a 
measure  as  this.  We  have  no  right  to  give  away 
one-twelfth  of  the  time  of  the  city  of  Boston  to 
the  laboring  man.  They  have  no  right  to  claim 
it  of  us  under  any  circumstances,  as  I  understand 
the  case,  and  I  see  no  reason  why  this  order 
should  pass.  It  was  brought  in  a  second  time 
for  the  month  of  September  on  the  same  plea, 
and  'for  October  and  for  November — trundled 
along— and  now  it  comes  in  here  to  be  presented 
for  a  regular  thing.  And  as  the  gentleman  has 
said  before,  in  making;  a  comparison,  if  it  costs 
83,000,000  for  labor,  it  is  §250.000  that  this  order 
means.  Now  are  we  prepared  to  grant  that?  ISlo, 
sir.  I  think  the  citizens  of  Boston  who  pay 
taxes  could  find  fault  with  us  reasonably.  I  see 
no  reason  why  we  should  pass  such  an  order, 
and  I  hope  it  will  not  pass. 

Mr.  Leaky— I  think  if  the  members  of  the 
Council  will  read  this  order  carefully  they  will 
see  that  it  is  simply  a  request.  That  request 
will  be  complied  with  in  case  the  heads  of  de- 
partments can  afford  to  do  it.  I  admit  a  great 
deal  of  what  has  been  said.  I  originally  intro- 
duced the  order  for  half  holidays  during  the 
summer  months,  June,  July,  and  August.  At 
the  conclusion  of  that  time  Mr.  Cherrington  re- 
newed it  for  the  end  of  the  financial  year.  I 
have  been  informed  of  late  that  the  heads  of 
departments  cannot,  in  all  cases,  comply  with 
the  request  any  longer.  In  some  cases  they  can ; 
in  others  they  cannot.  That  is  the  way  the  mat- 
ter stands.  It  simply  requests  the  heads  of  de- 
partments to  do  it  if  they  can.  We  cannot  com- 
pel them  to  do  it.  It  is  simply  a  request  and 
not  a  demand.  One  word  in  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  10.  We  do  not  all  come 
from  Ward  10,  and  therefore  he  must  not  assign 
motives  to  us  when  he  does  not  know  our  real 
intention.  Now  I  come  from  a  ward  composed 
entirely  of  workingmen.  I  represent  a  working- 
men's  district.  I  believe  it  is  my  duty  to  put  m 
such  measures  here  as  are  for  their  interests — 
what  I  think  is  for  their  interest.  He  comes 
from  the  Back  Bay,  an  aristocratic  quarter,  and 
he  does  everything  for  the  interest  of  that  quar- 
ter. He  is  in  a  similar  position  to  myself.  I 
represent  to  the  best  of  my  ability  the  people  of 
tlic  ward  that  sent  me.  He  does  the  same  for 
Ward  10.  He  has  no  right  to  say  I  am  a  dema- 
gogue for  introducing  an  order  of  this  kind, 
simply   because   it  is  in  the  interest  and  in  ac- 


cordance with  the  desires  and  wishes  of  the 
people  who  sent  me  here. 

Mr.  Whall  offered  as  a  substitute  an  order- 
That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  direct 
the  heads  of  departments  to  allow  the  city  em- 
ployees in  part  compensation  for  their  services  a 
half  holiday  on  Saturdays,  if  the  same  can  be 
accomplished  without  financial  loss  to  the  city. 

Mr.  Iracy  accepted  the  substitute. 

Mr.  Whall— The  gentleman  from  Ward  10 
grows  eloquent  and  sophomoric  when  he  alludes 
to  this  as  class  legislation.  But  the  gentleman 
seems  never  to  see  anything  of  class  legislation 
except  in  measures  that  are  designed  for  the 
amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the  laboring 
classes.  Does  the  gentleman  remember  that  on 
our  ordinance  book  as  it  now  stands  there  is  a 
piece  of  this  very  class  legislation  against  which 
he  so  vehemently  protests?  Is  he  aware  that  a 
class  of  clerks  in  City  Hall  can  leave  their  desks 
at  2  o'clock  on  Saturday  afternoon,  whether  in 
spring,  summer,  autumn  or  winter?  Does  not 
the  city  government  then  make  a  distinction 
when  it  says  that  its  clerks  shall  work  no  more 
than  four  howrs  on  Saturday?  They  come  here 
at  9,  leave  at  12  for  their  dinners,  and  spend 
from  1  to  2  in  the  office,  giving  to  the  service  of 
the  city  only  four  hours  on  Saturday.  There  is 
not  a  man  to  whom  this  order  can  apply,  if  it 
goes  into  effect,  that  will  not  have  given  to  the 
city  at  least  five  hours'  work  on  Saturday. 
There  is  not  a  man  of  all  these  who  gets  to  his 
work  later  than  7  o'clock  on  Saturday  morning, 
and  none  of  them  leave  until  noontime,  thereby 
giving  to  the  city  an  hour's  more  service  than 
do  the  class  of  clerks  for  whom  the  gentleman 
has  so  much  regard  and  affection.  I  believe  that 
the  time  has  come  when  not  only  in  the  minor 
councils  of  the  city,  but  in  the  larger  councils  of 
the  State,  and  in  the  still  broader  councils  of  the 
nation,  the  cause  of  labor  must  have  a  hearing. 
I  am  not  on  my  feet  tonight  to  make  a  dema- 
gogical speech,  but  I  am  here  to  make  the  gen- 
tleman, if  I  can,  open  his  eyes  and  look  at  the 
fact  that  is  before  the  eyes  of  every  thinking 
man  in  the  commuuity.  I  believe  that  if  we 
can,  without  financial  loss  to  the  city,  without 
deterioration  in  the  work  performed,  give  these 
laborers  the  boon  they  seek,  we  should  do  it. 
Now  this  has  been  tried  as  an  experiment  for 
about  six  months.  If  the  gentleman  were  atten- 
tive to  the  inaugural  address  delivered  in  this 
chamber  a  few  days  ago  by  His  Honor  the  Mayor, 
he  would  have  heard  the  testimony  from  his 
honor  that  from  the  trial  he  was  convinced  that 
it  was  not  only  a  good  thing  for  the  laborer,  but 
that  it  was  a  good  thing  for  the  city,  and  that 
the  city's  service  was  improved.  Slave  a  man, 
bind  him  down  to  toil  through  all  his  work- 
ing hours,  and  give  him  nothing  but  the  exist- 
ence of  a  poor  animal — the  man  that  stops  toiling 
to  eat  and  to  sleep,  and  mayhap  to  get  a  slight 
intervening  rest,  and  you  give  a  man  no  ambition 
to  make  his  work  as  good  as  he  can  make  it.  But 
authorize  a  reward  to  that  man,  some  extra  time 
in  one  case,  or  extra  emolument  in  another,  and 
you  then  get  from  that  laborer  his  best  efforts, 
his  best  endeavors.  I  have  drawn  the  order  as 
presented  to  meet  even  the  captious  criticism  of 
the  watch-dog  of  the  treasury,  who  now  has  the 
privilege  and  pleasure  of  sitting  in  the  fourth 
division.  I  have  worded  it  so  that  it  shall  not 
go  into  effect  if  it  proves  to  be  a  financial  loss  to 
the  city  of  Boston.  That  is  as  broad  as  I  can 
mate  it.  The  judges  of  that  loss  shall  be  in  the 
first  place  the  heads  of  departments,  and  of 
course  His  Honor  the  Mayor  will  exercise  a  su- 
pervising jurisdiction  over  all  his  subordinates. 
Now  it  has  been  proved  from  the  experience  of 
the  past  six  months  that  this  half  holiday  not 
only  did  not.increase  the  expenses  of  these  dif- 
ferent departments,  but  that  the  work  obtained 
from  the  men  was  better  than  before  the  half 
holiday  system  came  into  vogue.  The  gentle- 
man smiles,  because  the  bald  truth  shatters  his 
fancies  into  thin  air.  The  gentleman  seems  to 
live,  when  he  touches  the  labor  question,  in  a 
little  ideal  world  of  his  own.  But  we  who  come 
from  the  districts  where  the  bulk  of  the  people 
are  not  only  proud,  but  are  compelled  to  work, 
know  that  we  must  live  in  a  world  where  all 
our  men  and  women  are  not  merely  ideal  fig- 
ments, but  are  made  up  of  flesh  and  blood,  with 
hopes  within  their  breasts  and  cravings  after 
better  lives.  We  live  where  people  are  not 
ideal  images,  but  where  the  people  have  stom- 
achs   and    mouths    to    feed,    and    little    ones 
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to  clothe.  We  deal  with  actual  facts.  The 
gentleman  does  not  find  these  laborers  and  toil- 
ers on  the  slopes  of  Beacon  Hill :  but  let  him  go 
with  me  any  time  to  South  Boston,  to  the  South 
Cove,  to  the  North  End,  or  to  Charlestown,  or  to 
East  Boston,  then  he  will  see  men  whose  hori- 
zon is  limited  not  by  imagination,  but  by  actuali- 
ties, by  facts,  by  wages,  by  the  price  of  Hour,  and 
by  what  beef  costs  a  pound.  Now,  I  have  made 
my  order  so  that  it  cannot  lay  even  under  the 
captious  criticism  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
10.  If  it  is  going  to  incur  any  financial  loss  to 
the  city  of  Boston,  then  for  the  time  being  I  will 
join  hands,  gloved  ones  at  this  time,  with  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  fO  in  his  ideas  upon  this 
order.  But  there  is  nothing  in  the  charge  that 
it  is  class  legislation.  It  is  not  class  legislation. 
I  had  imagined  that  the  time  had  gone,  and  that 
the  calling  of  advocates  of  measures  of  this  kind 
demagogues  had  become  so  chestnutty  that 
even  such  a  chestnut  teller  as  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  10  would  not  have  the  courage  to 
speak  thus  in  the  chamber  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil. I  earnestly  hope  that  the  substitute  will  be 
put  upon  its  passage  and  carried  tonight.  [Loud 
applause  in  the  galleries.] 

1  he  President  (rap,  rap,)— Gentlemen  in  the 
galleries  will  please  preserve  order. 

Mr.  Frost — The  gentlemen  have  referred  to 
His  Honor  the  Mayor's  address,  setting  forth  the  • 
benefits  that  this  half  holiday  has  given  to  the 
poor  men,  or  the  laboring  men— I  don't  call 
them  poor  men.  I  consider  that  when  a  man  is 
well  and  strong  and  able  to  labor  that  he  is  the 
great  and  lucky  man  of  this  world.  I  consider 
that  when  a  man  has  strong  health  and  a  good 
stomach,  as  has  been  referred  to,  and  good  di- 
gestive organs,  and  is  able  to  work  his  eight  or 
ten  hours  a  day,  and  get  his  eight  or  ten  hours' 
pay  for  it,  that  he  is  the  man  who  enjoys  the 
most  of  this  life.  A  man  who  has  a  million  and 
cannot  digest  a  good  dinner  doesn't  enjoy  it, 
Now,  sir,  what  I  feel  is  that  His  Honor  the 
Mayor  referred  to  this  fact,  that  the  labor  or- 
ganizations were  injuring  themselves,  and  that 
they  have  injured  the  business  of  the  city  of 
Boston  to  the  extent  of  millions  of  dollars. 

Mr.  Whall— May  I  ask  the  gentleman  a  ques- 
tion ? 

Mr.  Frost— Certainly. 

Mr.  Whall— Did  the  gentleman  not  under- 
stand that  His  Honor  the  Mayor  said  that  the 
laboring  men  were  injuring  themselves? 

Mr.  Frost— Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Whall— When  they  entered  into  combi- 
nations with  other  parties- 
Mr.  Frost— Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Whall— And  sold  their  votes? 

Mr.  Frost— I  didn't  refer  to  selling  their  votes. 
But,  Mr.  President,  I  am  here  in  the  interests  of 
the  laboring  men.  I  am  a  laboring  man  myself, 
and  I  feel  that  I  cannot  earn  too  much  money  by 
working  at  least  10  hours  a  day;  but  I  feel  a  de- 
sire, sir,  for  the  best  interests  of  the  laboring 
man  and  his  family,  and  I  do  not  desire  to  cut 
off  the  resources  or  the  efforts  that  the  laboring 
man  can  put  forth  for  the  benefit  of  himself  and 
his  family.  I  think,  sir,  that  we  should  go  care- 
fully for  the  interests  of  all  concerned,  and  I 
hope,  sir,  that  this  order  will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Gomez  and  Mr.  Leary  addressed  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Leary— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman 
a  question  before  he  takes  his  seat.  He  stated 
the  last  time  when  lie  was  on  the  floor — 

The  President — Mr.  Gomez  lias  the  floor,  he 
not  having  spoken. 

Mr.  Gomez — It  seems  to  me  that  the  last  speak- 
er has  got  a  little  bit  mixed  up  on  the  mayor's 
address.  Speaking  of  the  laboring  men  and  the 
position  they  took,  he  did  not  refer  to  the  city 
laborers  of  Boston.  He  meant  that  certain  la- 
borers working  around  Boston,  who  entered  into 
apolitical  organization  and  banded  themselves 
together  in  that  political  organization,  had  at- 
tempted to  attain  certain  results  through  politi- 
cal means.  The  laborers  who  are  to  he  bene- 
fited by  this  order  which  is  before  the  Council 
tonight  are  the  city  laborers;  and  I  think  that 
the  workingmen  who  toil  upon  our  streets  are 
as  much  entitled  to  consideration  as  the  gentle- 
men who  are  at  work  inside  of  City  Hall.  I 
understand  pretty  much  the  situation  of  the 
laboring  people  of  Boston,  because  I  live  in  a 
ward  that  is  made  up  principally  of  working 
people.  And  if  the  Republican  members  of  this 
branch  who  do  not  live  in  a  locality  where  they 
can  study  this  labor  question,  and  where  they 


can  study  how  the  working  people  live,  would 
only  glance  at  a  district  like  South  Boston,  and 
see  the  workingmen  coming  out  of  their  houses 
at  3  or  4  o'clock  in  the  morning,  start- 
ing out  probably  without  a  breakfast,  going 
away  out  to  another  part  of  the  city  and 
working  all  day,  and  then  not  getting  home  un- 
til late  at  night,  so  that  they  hardly  are  able  to 
get  acquainted  with  their  families,  and  hardly 
know  their  children  by  daylight — if  they  saw  how 
those  people  lived,  I  think  they  would  take  a  dif- 
ferent view  of  this  matter,  and  be  willing  to 
vote  to*  allow  the  workingmen  at  least  half  a 
day  in  the  week  to  go  home  and  recuperate  their 
minds,  read  the  newspapers,  and  have  a  chance 
to  study  some  of  the  live  issues  of  the  day,  and 
understand  where  they  are;  and  then  they 
will  not  then  have  to  depend  on  the  teachings 
of  labor  organizations  to  shape  their  pro- 
tests. For  the  reason  why  we  hear  this  rum- 
bling of  protests  from  the  laboring  element  is 
because  those  who  do  not  labor  as  hard  as  they 
do,  and  who  do  not  understand  their  methods  of 
living,  do  not  understand  the  true  state  of  af- 
fairs. It  is  because  we  do  not  give  those  men  a 
chance  to  study  and  learn  their  obligations  to 
society.  We  cannot  expect  too  much  from  a  man 
who  has  not  had  an  opportunity  to  know  any- 
thing about  his  surroundings,  and  has  to  leave 
his  home  before  daylight,  and  gets  home  long 
after  the  night  hours  have  commenced. 
He  has  hardly  time  to  go  to  bed  and  get  a  good 
night's  rest,  and  that  state  of  affairs  continues 
from  one  end  of  the  week  to  the  other,  and  lie 
gets  so  worn  out  that  he  hardly  has  Sunday  to 
himself,  as  the  good  book  tells  him  that  he  must 
take  that  for  a  day  of  rest.  I  think,  gentlemen, 
looking  at  this  thing  candidly,  without  any 
demagogism  or  any  plea  for  labor  sympathy, 
that  it  is  nothing  more  than  fair  that  these  men 
should  have  a  chance  to  recreate  themselves  at 
least  one  day  or  a  half  a  day  out  of  the  six 
working  days,  and  the  order  as  it  stands  now 
should  pass,  and  they  should  have  this  little 
boon  providing  that  it  does  not  interfere  with 
the  heads  of  departments  and  their  operations 
— if  it  doesn't  tax  the  city  too  much.  I  think, 
Mr.  President,  that  this  order  ought  to  pass. 

Mr.  McNary— Mr.  President,  I  did  not  intend 
to  say  anything  at  all  upon  this  matter,  because 
I  thought  the  matter  would  be  sufficiently  dis- 
cussed without  my  adding  a  word,  and,  in  a  cer- 
tain sense,  it  is.  But  while  I  shall  vote  in  favor 
of  the  matter,  I  simply  thought  I  would  rise 
upon  my  feet  to  say  a  few  words  explaining  my 
position.  I  cannot  see  why  there  should  be  any 
objection  to  the  order,  as  it  now  stands,  on  the 
part  of  any  member  present.  It  distinctly  pro- 
vides that  it  shall  not  be  put  into  operation  if  it 
will  be  the  means  of  causing  any  great  financial 
loss  to  the  departments.  If  that  is  the  case,  that 
it  isn't  to  be  put  into  operation  if  there  is  going 
to  be  any  great  financial  loss,  I  don't  see  any 
harm  in  passing  the  order,  and  I  don't  see  what 
objection  can  he  raised  to  it.  I  cannot  see  how 
any  reasonable  objection  can  be  raised  to 
the  order  at  all.  I  think  that  this  order  ought 
to  pass  for  the  benefit  of  the  workingmen.  If 
the  members  here  think  that  it  is  an  innovation 
I  would  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  rule  in 
regard  to  half  holidays  has  prevailed  in  Scot- 
land, in  the  north  part  of  Ireland,  and  in  some 
parts  of  England,  tor  many  years,  and  the  testi- 
mony of  travellers  in  those  countries,  and  of 
general  observers,  has  been  that  it  has  been  a 
very  great  benefit  to  the  workingmen.  The  re- 
sult has  proved  that  it  does  not  increase  drunk- 
enness or  anything  of  the  sort,  and  it  is  a  mea- 
sure which  will,  I helieve,  in  time,  become  uni- 
versal. This  is  simply  the  first  step.  The  ob- 
jections which  are  urged  against  this  mea- 
sure are  simply  the  same  objections  which 
were  urged  against  the  10-hour  law  when  it 
passed  the  Legislature,  and  which  were 
urged  against  the  Weekly  Payment  Act— 
they  would  be  the  cause  of  an  increase  in  drunk 
enness,  and  that  the  men  would  pass  their  time 
in  the  bar-rooms,  instead  of  with  their  families. 
Now,  in  regard  to  the  man  who  has  charge  of 
the  execution  thereof— I  mean  Chief  Wade 
— I  have  personally  interviewed  him  in  re- 
gard to  thelmatter,  and  he  thought  very  well 
of  it  indeed,  and  considered  it  a  step  in  the  right 
direction.  I  think  that  it  is  a  step  in  the  right 
direction,  and  I  am  heartily  in  favor  of  it.  If  clerk 
in  City  Hall  can  work  seven  hours  a  day  and  can 
go  off  Saturdays  at  2  o'clock,  I  don't  see  why 


JANUARY     6 ,     18  8  7 


17 


workingmen  should  not  be  allowed  some  privi- 
leges in  the  same  direction,  and  I  don't  think 
that  it  will  cost  any  more  money  for  the  city 
than  they  are  now  paying.  I  think  that 
the  men  employed  would,  under  the  new 
order  of  things,  do  as  much  work  in  the 
time  allotted  to  them  as  they  do  at 
the  present  time.  It  has  been  shown  in  fact 
tbat  such  is  the  case,  and  I  base  my  argument 
on  the  fact  that  gentlemen  have  already  seen 
that  it  has  worked  favorably  in  the  practice.  In 
view  of  the  fact  that  this  order  distinctly  pro- 
vides that  the  provisions  of  the  order  shall  not 
be  carried  out  m  cases  where  it  is  of  any  great 
financial  loss  to  the  city,  I  think  that  no  one 
can  reasonably  object  to  its  being  put  in  force. 
Now  last  summer  when  this  was  put  in  force  all 
the  departments  didn"t  allow  half  holidays,  on 
account  of  not  being  in  a  position  financially  to 
do  so.  That  is  the  fact,  and  if  this  order  is 
passed  I  claim  that  it  will  not  entail  any  addi- 
tional cost  upon  the  departments  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  because  many  of  the  men  employed 
would  not  be  able  to  go  away  on  account  of  their 
work  requiring  them  to  remain  and  finish  up. 
I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  order  will  pass,  as  I 
can  see  no  objection  that  can  be  offered  to  it  on 
any  reasonable  ground. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  certainly  do  not  wish  to  impute 
any  motives  to  any  members  of  the  Council,  and 
it  is  not  true  tbat  I  represent  any  particular  sec- 
tion of  the  city,  nor  tbat  the  interests  of  the  sec- 
tion of  the  city  which  I  represent  conflict  with 
the  interests  of  the  whole  city.  I  regard  my 
first  duty  here  due  to  the  whole  city  of  Boston, 
because  anything  that  affects  the  whole  city  of 
Boston  is  paramount  and  superior  to  the  inter- 
ests that  affect  my  own  Ward  10.  Of  course, 
things  that  would  be  radically  injurious  to  my 
own  ward,  I  think,  would  not  be  beneficial  to 
the  city,  and  therefore  I  would  not  willingly  sub- 
mit to  anything  of  that  kind  without  offering 
my  protest.  But  I  say  as  a  general  rule,  and  as  a 
principle,  that  a  thing  which  is  of  advantage  to 
the  whole  city  of  Boston  is  of  greater  importance 
than  a  thing  which  is  of  advantage  to  a  particu- 
lar section  of  the  city.  Therefore,  if  a  particu- 
lar section  of  the  city  is  to  be  benefited  by  a 
measure  which  is  a  damage  to  the  whole  city, 
then,  I  say,  we  are  called  upon  to  vote  against 
that  measure,  and  for  that  reason  I  believe  we 
are  called  upon  to  vote  against  this  measure. 

Mr.  Leaby— May  I  ask  the  gentleman  a  ques- 
tion? 

Mi'.  Ladd— Certainly. 

Mr.  Leahy— You  stated  when  you  had  the 
floor  before  that  labor  cost  the  city  of  Boston 
$3,000,000  annually. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  beg  the  gentleman's  pardon.  I 
did  not  make  any  such  statement.  I  said  that 
my  supposition  was  that  it  would  cost  the  city 
that  sum,  and  that  that  was  probably  a  low 
estimate. 

Mr.  Leary— Well,  you  said  that  it  would  cost 
about  §3,000,000  annually,  and  I  would  like  to 
ask  you  if  there  is  not  a  return  for  that  amount? 
Is  there  not  a  return  from  that  work  as  an  equiv- 
alent for  their  pay,  and  more  too? 

Mr.  Ladd— No;  I  think  that  the  laborers  of 
the  city  of  Boston  are  better  paid  for  the  propor- 
tion of  the  work  that  they  do  than  those  paid  by 
private  individuals,  if  that  is  what  the  gentle- 
man means,  and  I  do  not  think  that  there  is  any 
special  advantage  over — 

Mr.  Leahy— I  mean  in  a  large  corporation  like 
the  city  of  Boston,  employing  thousands  of  men, 
is  not  there  a  profit  on  their  labor,  when  they 
construct  a  street?  People  build  on  that  street, 
and  the  city  of  Boston  receives  taxes  from  the 
property  owners— in  that  case  don't  we  receive  a 
profit  from  their  labor? 

Mr.  Ladd— We  receive  no  more  than  we  pay 
to  the  laborers  and  not  as  much  as  we  pay 
to  the  laborers.  I  will  make  that  addition.  Now 
as  to  whether  or  not  this  is  a  measure  which  we 
ought  to  pass  because  there  are  certain  clerks  at 
work  in  this  City  Hall  who  do  receive  the  hours 
on  Saturday  after  two  o'clock— the  employees  in 
City  Hall  are  employed  with  the  understanding 
that  their  working  hours  shall  be  a  certain 
number  of  bours  during  the  week.  It  has  been 
a  long  established  custom  that  clerical  work 
shall  have  the  advantage  of  a  few  extra  hours  of 
rest  on  Saturday  afternoon.  It  is  a  custom  which 
has  been  sanctioned  by  oniversal  use.  It  is 
sanctioned  outside  of  government  offices ;  it  is  a 
matter  that  is  regulated  at  the  present  time  by 


the  law  of  supply  and  demand.  If  the  gentle- 
man would  allow  this  measure  to  be  regulated 
by  the  law  of  supply  and  demand  I  should  be 
perfectly  satisfied,  and  if  the  labor  market  is 
m  such  a  state  that  the  laborer  can  command 
that  they  have  a  holiday,  outside  of  city  em- 
ployees, I  should  be  perfectly  willing  that 
they  should  have  it  in  city  affairs,  and  I  would 
be  the  first  to  vote  for  it.  I  would  not  suffer  for 
one  moment  my  vote  to  be  cast  against  a  meas- 
ure which  would  remove  such  an  obstacle  as 
that  from  the  path  of  the  laboring  man  in  the 
employ  of  the  city  of  Boston.  I  say  that  a  man 
should  be  treated,  if  he  works  for  the  city  of 
Boston,  exactly  the  same  as  he  is  treated  if  he 
works  for  an  individual— no  better  and  no  worse. 
Now  that  is  the  law  of  supply  and  demand.  It 
is  a  well  recognized  fact  that  clerical  work  is 
more  wearing  upon  an  individual  than  manual 
labor,  and  it  cannot  be  carried  on  for  so  many 
continuous  hours  as  manual  labor.  Therefore, 
through  the  advice  of  physicians  and  through 
the  light  of  civilization,  we  have  come  to  regard 
it  as  a  privilege  of  clerical  labor  that  it  shall 
have  less  hours,  and  it  is  an  incentive  to  the 
laboring  man — 

Mi-,  w  hall— Mr.  President,  I— 

Mr.  Ladd— I  hope  that  the  gentleman  will  not 
interrupt  me  at  this  time.  If  he  will  wait  until 
I  finish  this  thought  I  will  then  answer 
him.  It  is  an  incentive  to  the  man  to 
raise  himself  from  the  condition  of  a  laboring 
man  who  is  receiving  perhaps  §1.50  or  $2  a  day 
to  some  higher  position,  some  clerical  work.  It 
is  an  incentive  held  out  to  every  one  of  the  pu- 
pils in  our  public  schools,  that  if  they  are  faith- 
ful in  performing  their  tasks  there,  if  they  qual- 
ify themselves  to  perform  some  clerical  wrork, 
they  will  receive  their  reward :  namely,  having 
less  hours  of  labor.  Now,  then,  if  you  take  away 
from  them  that  incentive  I  say  that  it  is  taking 
away  a  reward  of  merit  that  we  should  continue 
for  the  interests  c if  the  city  of  Boston,  and  for 
the  interests  of  humanity ;  and  those  interests 
will  suffer  if  we  take  it  away.  I  will  now  an- 
swer the  gentleman's  question. 

Mr.  Whall— I  understood  the  gentleman  to 
say  that  manual  labor  was  not  as  fatiguing  as 
clerical  work? 

Mr.  Ladd — Not  as  wearing  upon  the  individual. 

Mr.  Whall— Does  the  gentleman  think  he 
would  be  more  tired  after  ten  hours  scribbling 
deeds  in  a  law  office  than  he  would  after  digging 
mud  in  a  sewer  for  the  same  amount  of  time? 

Mr.  Ladd— Perhaps  the  gentleman  might 
apply  his  question  to  himself  more  properly 
than  to  me,  for  my  laboring  days  were  not  in 
sewers,  but  out  upon  the  broad  fields  of  nature 
where  I  could  breathe  the  free  air  of  heaven; 
and  if  the  gentleman  will  allow  me  to  change 
the  question  I  think  that  by  changing  it  I  can 
answer  it  so  that  it  will  be  a  proper  answer.  If 
he  means  to  ask  if  I  would  be  more  fatigued  by 
clerical  work  such  as  the  drawing  up  of  deeds 
than  I  would  be  bymanual  labor,  such  as  holding 
the  plough  in  the  field,  or  any  other  manual 
labor,  not  specifying  any  particular  thing 
necessarily,  I  say  most  certainly,  Mr.  President, 
and  I  know  whereof  I  speak,  for  I  worked  in 
both  fields  of  labor.  I  know  what  it  is  to 
draw  deeds  and  I  know  what  it  is  to  labor  at 
manual  labor  14  hours  a  day.  And  as  I  have  said 
before,  I  found  no  difficulty  in  gaining  during 
that  same  time,  many  hours  for  my  own  im- 
provement, besides  those  that  I  spent  in 
sleep  and  at  my  meals.  I  say  that  this 
thing  is  a  perfect  absurdity;  that  you 
are  going  to  reduce  everybody  to  an 
absolute  level  so  that  there  shall  be  no  rewards 
of  merit.  That  is  what  I  contend  for  here ;  that 
we  shall  offer  rewards  for  merit ;  that  we  shall 
say  to  a  man  if  he  will  deny  himself  and  will, 
instead  of  spending  his  time  in  idleness  and  in 
?lay  and  in  dissipation,  spend  it  in  improving 
nimself  and  educating  himself,  that  there  shall 
be  some  rewards  which  he  shall  receive  for  that 
self  denial.  If  you  take  away  those  rewards, 
you  take  away  that  incentive  aiid  you  strike  a 
death  blow  to  our  civilization  and  you  start  us 
back  on  the  road  to  barbarism.  I  hope  we  shall 
not  begin  that  course  here  in  the  Council.  I  am 
not  opposed  to  the  laboring  man  but  I  am  op- 
posed to  the  labor  tramps  who  are  trying  to 
make  the  laboring  man  dissatisfied  with  his  lot 
and  make  him  discontented.  Those  are  the  men 
whom  I  am  contending  against— not  the  labor- 
ing man  himself.    I  would  do  everything  to  for- 
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ward  the  laboring'  man's  interest,  and  I  will  do 
it,  and  my  vote  never  shall  be  given  against 
his  true  interest.  But  I  know  that  his  true  in- 
terests are  simply  to  rely  upon  his  rights  that  he 
has  by  the  law  of  supply  and  demand.  If  there 
are  many  laborers  and  little  work  then  he  will 
have  to  suffer  the  consequences;  if  there  is 
much  work  and  few  laborers  then  he  will  get 
the  advantage.  And  that  is  the  only  thing  he 
can  claim.  If  he  combines  in  labor  organiza- 
tions led  by  labor  tramps  and  is  made  to  believe 
their  arrant  nonsense  until  he  strikes  a  blow  to 
the  business  community  and  to  the  business 
good,  and  until  everything  is  stagnant  and  lan- 
guishing and  decaying,  then  he  is  the  man  who 
will  first  suffer,  and  he  will  suffer  the  most.  He 
will  learn  the  less<  m.perhaps.by  bitter  experience 
but  it  is  a  lesson  which  must  be  learned.  This 
advantage  that  is  offered  to  him  will  not  be  for 
his  true  interests,  and  if  he  does  not  see  fit  to 
abide  by  the  law  of  supply  and  demand  he  may 
look  for  the  time  to  come  in  the  future,  when  he 
may  be  reduced  to  the  level  of  the  pyramid 
builders  when  they  were  compelled  to  labor 
without  any  remuneration,  and  simply  with  the 
compensation  that  a  slave  would  receive. 

Mr.  Fowler— Has  the  gentleman  got  through? 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  Ladd— No. 

Mr.  Fowler— Go  on.    [Laughter.] 

The  President— Gentlemen  will  please  pre- 
serve order. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  will  not  detain  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  23  much  longer,  Mr.  President.  I 
hope  that  he  will  have  patience  with  me  for  a 
few  minutes. 

Mr.  Duggan— Mr.  President. 

The  President— Does  the  gentleman  raise  a 
point  of  order? 

Mr.  Duggan— I  rise  to  ask  the  gentleman  a 
question. 

The  President— Does  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  10  yield  the  floor? 

Mr.  Ladd— Certainly. 

Mr.  Duggan— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man if  he  considers  this  Council  a  jury  panel  or 
a  legislative  body?    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  Ladd— A  plumbers'  auditorium,  Mr.  Pre- 
sident.   [Laughter.] 

The  Prestdet— Gentlemen  will  preserve  or- 
der. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  trust  that  this  order  will  not  pass. 
I  think  that  there  have  been  sufficient  reasons 
adduced  against  it  to  show  why  it  should  not 
pass.  I  trust  we  have  not  descended  so  low  as 
to  undertake  to  engage  in  such  legislation  as 
this.  It  is  purely  and  simply  class  legislation, 
and  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  the  purest  bun- 
combe legislation  that  we  have  had  in  this  body 
since  I  have  been  here.  I  will  not  accuse  any- 
body of  impure  motive,  but  I  do  say — 

Mr.  E.  J.  Powers— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
The  15  minutes  having  elapsed,  the  time  for 
debate  is  now  closed. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  not 
well  taken.    Mr.  Ladd  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  hope  that  this  measure  will  be 
voted  against  by  every  man  who  has  the  true  in 
terests  of  the  city  of  Boston  at  heart.  Those  in- 
terests are  paramount,  in  my  .iudgment.  Gentle- 
men say  that  it  will  not  be  such  an  expense  to 
the  city  as  has  been  stated  here  by  me.  I  claim 
that  that  is  a  low  estimate,  provided  that  the 
order  is  carried  out.  As  the  order  reads  at  the 
present  time,  as  it  comes  before  us  for  action, 
m  my  judgment  it  means  nothing;  but  we  know 
very  well  how  a  similar  order,  having  passed 
one  branch  of  the  city  government,  was  put  in 
operation  at  City  Hall  before  it  had  passed  the 
other  branch;  and  we  may  well  understand 
how  quickly  this  will  be  put  m  operation  in  spite 
of  the  wording  of  it.  It  is  cunningly  word- 
ed, I  admit,  and  it  cannot  be  carried  out  in  a 
single  instance  if  it  is  honestly  executed.  And 
with  that,  Mr.  President,  I  am  done. 

Mr.  Short— Mr.  President  and  members  of  the 
Common  Council,  I  ask  your  kind  indulgence 
for  a  few  moments  for  this  reason.  When  I 
realized  the  fact  that  I  was  a  member  of  this 
body  and  a  new  member,  I  considered  it  my  duty 
to  come  here  and  listen  and  learn.andnotbe,  as  it 
is  ordinarily  termed  "too  fresh."  I  regret  to  state 
that!  have  reached,  the  limit  of  human  endur- 
ance and  must  say  my  humble  say  on  the  question 
which  is  now  occupying  your  attention.  Nature 
in  dispensing  her  magnanimous  gifts  did  not 
create  me  the  personification  of  exceptional 


oratorical  ability,  as  is  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  10,  but  nevertheless  I  trust  that  during  my 
career  in  this  body  I  will  have  a  proper  inter- 
pretation of  my  duties  and  will  act  according  to 
principle  and  common  sense.  Certain  remarks 
which  have  been  made  and  which  have  emana- 
ted from  that  quarter  cast  so  much  reflection 
and  so  much  of  a  contemptible  insinuation 
in  regard  to  labor  and  the  laboring  class, 
that  I  say  it  is  the  conscientious  duty  of 
every  man  who  stands  here  representing  a 
laboring  ward,  to  use  his  humble  ability  to  con- 
tradict them.  This  matter  has  taken  a  wide 
range.  Whether  or  not  all  leaders  of  labor  or- 
ganizations, and  all  those  who  have  interested 
themselves  in  their  behalf,  have  been  reflected 
upon  is  a  question ;  but  it  is  nevertheless  an  un- 
mistakable fact  that  labor  and  labor  organiza- 
tions have  rights  that  should  he  respected,  and 
it  is  the  duty  of  this  body,  or  the  sensible  major- 
ity thereof,  to  stand  up  and  be  counted  in  their 
favor  upon  every  measure  that  comes  before 
you  for  your  consideration.  Certain  remarks 
were  made  in  criticism  of  the  mayor's  inaugural. 
They  were  so  constructed  as  to  intimate  to  you 
that  labor  organizations  in  the  city  had  injured 
its  business.  I  reiterate  that  what  lie  stated  in 
his  inaugural  is  to  the  credit  of  Boston — that 
it  has  had  less  labor  agitation  of  a  vio- 
lent nature  than  any  other  city  in  the  country, 
and  if  that  same  crude,  selfish,  greedy  disposi- 
tion which  characterizes  those  whom  perhaps  I 
must  say  this  gentleman  represents.will  be  wiped 
out  of  existence,  and  the  workingmen  be  given 
but  an  ordinary  human  chance,  so  called,  to  eke 
out  a  monotonous  existence,  and,  as  he  says, 
earn  their  bread  by  the  sweat  of  their  brow,  la- 
bor organizations  would  be  out  of  the  question. 
They  never  would  exist  because  there  would 
never  be  a  necessity  for  their  existence.  Give 
the  laboring  man  simply  what  his  Creator  de- 
signed him  to  have,  his  natural  rights,  and  la- 
bor organizations  would  never  be  credited  with 
injuring  the  business  either  of  the  city.the  State 
or  the  country.  It  is  our  duty,  if  we  can  con- 
ceive it  in  the  proper  way  and  understand  what 
we  should  do,  to  place  the  people  of  Boston  on 
record  even  as  taking  the  initiative,  in 
giving  the  laboring  man  what  belongs  to 
him.  We  should  give  the  laboring  man 
that    half   holiday;    and   if   they   make   a  le- 

fal  claim  in  a  legal  way  for  shortening  their 
ours  of  labor,  m  order  that  they  can  get 
eight  hours,  it  is  your  duty  to  vote  for  it  if  it 
is  within  your  jurisdiction.  I  will  be  brief  in  my 
remarks.  I  think  it  is  creditable  to  that  section 
of  the  city  from  which  this  gentleman  comes 
that  he  experiences  such  an  exceptional  solici- 
tude for  the  welfare  of  the  city  of  Boston.  The 
argument  presented  against  the  passage  of  this 
order  is  about  as  reasonable  and  as  consistent  as 
the  argument  offered  in  opposition  to  the  pas- 
sage of  the  park  loan  order.  He  started  off  on 
parks  and  sanitary  conditions  and  labor  and 
wound  up  in  Boston  harbor.  He  starts  off  at 
the  present  time,  probably  in  the  north,  and 
wound  up  after  turning  a  half  circle ;  and  if  the 
argument  is  examined  and  the  reasons  which  he 
has  offered,  it  will  be  found  that  there  is. noth- 
ing but  a  myth,  there  is  no  reason  given, 
there  is  no  common  sense;  and  I  hope  and 
trust  that the  district  from  which  our  magnanim- 
ous brother  comes  will  realize  the  honorable  care 
and  solicitude  which  he  exhibits  about  the  wel- 
fare of  tlie  Hub  and  not  permit  him  by  accident 
or  otherwise  to  die  some  time  of  enlargement  of 
the  heart.  [Laughter.]  My  candid  opinion  is 
that  such  champions  who  are  willing  to 
face  all  opposition  and  to  do  everything  in 
their  power  to  look  after  the  city,  can  just  as 
soon  convince  the  ordinary  man  of  the  possi- 
bility of  there  being  a  substance  in  their  argu- 
ment as  that  they  can  go  to  heaven  under  the  re- 
cent orthodox  dispensation.  Now,  gentlemen  of 
the  Common  Council,  if  such  class  legislation  and 
such  work  as  this  emanates  from  demagogues, 
I  am  willing  and  anxious  as  often  as  I  have  op- 
portunity to  be  put  on  record  as  voting  "yes" 
first,  last  and  all  the  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kelliher  it  was  voted  that 
debate  be  now  closed. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  substi- 
tute order  offered  by  Mr.  Whall,  and  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Dewey  it  was  voted  that  the  vote  be  taken 
by  yeas  and  nays.  The  substitute  order  was 
passed ;  yeas  49,  nays  17: 

Yeas— Barry,  Bowman,  Burr,  Carroll,  Carsten- 
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sen,  Chamberlain,  Cochran,  Coleman,  Connolly, 
Davern,  Desmond,  Dolan,Duggan,  Foss,  Fowler, 
P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Haggerty,  Harrington, 
Hayes,  Kehher,  Kelley,  Kennedy,  Lattimore, 
Lauten,  Leary,  Mahoney,  McEnaney,  McKenna, 
McNary,  F.  Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  Murphy, 
J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  O'Mealey,  Perry. 
E.  J.  Powers,  Reilly,  Shaw,  Short,  Snow,  J.  H. 
Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevens,  Tracy,  Tuttle, 
Whall,  Whitmore^9. 

Nays— Atwood,  Blume,  Clark,  Dewey,  Fisher, 
Fottler,  Frost,  Ladd,  Norton,  Perkins,  Provan, 
Richards,  Sanger,  E.  Sullivan,  Thayer,  Wilson— 
17. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Coyle,  J.  Gallagher, 
Light,  R.  Sullivan,  Webster— 5. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider;  lost.  Sent 
up 

ORDINANCES  FOR  1886. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order— That  the 
superintendent  of  printing  be  directed  to  pub- 
lish, under  the  direction  of  the  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Printing,  an  edition  of 
the  ordinances  passed  in  the  year  1886,  the  ex- 
pense to  be  charged  to  the  appropriations  for 
printing.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

ELECTION  OF  CITY  MESSENGER. 

Mr.  Foss  offered  an  order— That  the  Common 
Council  proceed  to  the  election  of  city  messen- 
ger. 

Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  J.  Murphy  moved  to  adjourn ;  declared 
lost.  Mr.  J.  Murphy  doubted  the  vote ;  the 
Council  was  divided ;  12  in  favor,  32  against,  and 
the  motion  was  lost. 


Mr.  McEnaney — I  hope  we  shall  not  proceed 
to  the  election  of  city  messenger  this  evening. 
I  do  not  know  why  we  cannot  let  it  lie  over  to 
another  meeting.  I  move  to  lay  it  over  for  one 
week. 

Mr.  Whall— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
there  is  no  such  parliamentary  motion  as  that  it 
be  laid  over  for  one  week. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

Mr.  Whall— I  move  to  assign  to  the  next 
meeting. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  lost.  The  order  was 
passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  it  was  voted  that 
one  member  from  each  division  be  appointed  to 
collect  and  count  ballots,  and  Messrs.  Foss, 
Fowler,  Dewey,  and  Carroll  were  appointed. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 59 

Keeessary  for  a  choice 30 

John  T.  Vfogan i 

Hugh  E.  Brady 1 

John  J.  Na\vn 1 

Alvah  H.  Peters 56 

Alvah  H.  Peters  was  declared  elected  city 
messenger  on  the  part  of  the  Council.    Sent  up. 

IMPROVED   SEWERAGE. 

The  president  announced  the  following  Com- 
mittee on  Improved  Sewerage  on  the  part  of  the 
Council : 

Messrs.  Foss,  Dewey,  John  Gallagher,  Shaw, 
and  Mahoney. 

Adjonmed,  at  9.32  P.M.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whit- 
more. 
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CITY   OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Monday,  Jan.  10,  1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
4  o'clock  P.  M.,  Aid.  Donovan,  chairman,  pre- 
siding. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Allen,  the  reading  of  the 
record  of  last  meeting  was  dispensed  with. 

QUALIFICATION  OF  CITY   CLERK. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  presented  the  hond  of  Jo- 
seph H.  O'Neil,  city  clerk  elect,  in  the  sum  of 
$5000,  with  Stephen  Murphy  and  Patrick  F.  Mc- 
Donald as  sureties. 

The  bond  was  approved  by  the  Board,  on  mo- 
tion of  Aid.  McLaughlin. 

Joseph  H.  O'Neil  appeared,  and  the  usual 
oaths  of  office  were  administered  to  him  by  Au- 
gustus N.  Sampson,  and  Mr.  O'Neil  assumed  the 
duties  of  city  clerk. 

Late  in  the  session  Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  offered  an 
order— That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Common 
Council  informing  that  branch  that  Joseph  H. 
O'Neil  has  been  duly  qualified  as  city  clerk. 
Passed. 

COASTING  ON  BRANCH  AND  DORCHESTER  STREETS 

A  message  from  the  mayor  was  received  trans- 
mitting remonstrances  from  Mary  E.  Holmes 
and  Annie  L.  Clapp  against  allowing  coasting  on 
Branch  and  Dorchester  streets  respectively. 

Miss  Clapp,  a  teacher  in  the  Andrew  School, 
cites  the  dangers  to  men,  horses,  and  coasters  on 
Dorchester  street. 

Mary  E.  Holmes  calls  attention  to  the  noisy 
rabble  infesting  Branch  street  from  morning  till 
11  o'clock  at  night,  and  the  danger  to  persons  at 
the  crossings. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan,  to  the 
Committee  on  Police  (Aid.),  when  appointed. 

PAVING  DEPARTMENT  STABLE  IN  BRIGHTON. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  mayor  trans- 
mitting a  communication  from  the  superinten- 
dent of  streets  in  relation  to  a  valuable  piece  of 
property  in  the  Brighton  district,  now  used  as  a 
yard  and  stable  by  the  Paving  Department.  It 
appears  that  the  department  would  be  better  ac- 
commodated by  occupying  a  ledge  now  owned 
by  them  in  that  district,  and  that  the  change 
would  not  cost  the  city  more  than  $6000.  The 
land  now  occupied  by  them  is  75,100  feet,  cen- 
trally located  in  Brighton,  bought  by  the  city 
some  years  ago,  shortly  after  Brighton  was  an- 
nexed, for  §78,000.  It  is  now  valued  by  the 
assessors  at  $42,600,  and  would  probably  sell  at 
that  price  or  more.  The  city  would  save  a  large 
sum  of  money  by  making  the  change  suggested 
—the  difference  between  $6000  and  $42,600— and 
at  the  same  time  would  be  far  better  accommo- 
dated. 

The  superintendent  of  streets  represents  the 
immediate  want  of  about  $6000  for  the  erection 
of  a  stable  for  the  Department  on  the  City  Ledge 
Lot  on  Chesnut  Hill  avenue,  Brighton.  They 
are  now  occupying  an  old  stable  on  the  city 
property  known  as  the  Wilson  Hotel  Estate, 
which  has  been  condemned  by  the  inspector  of 
buildings  as  unsafe.  He  cannot  consider  it  ex- 
pedient to  expend  money  in  repairing  it,  for  the 
location  is  not  convenient  to  their  work,  and, 
moreover,  the  land  is  too  valuable  to  be  so  occu- 
pied. 

Referred  on  motion  of  Aid.  Lee  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  when  appointed. 

PHOTOGRAPHS  FROM  SYDNEY,    AUSTRALIA. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  mayor,  trans- 
mitting for  the  consideration  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  a  communication  from  the  town  clerk 
of  Sydney,  Australia,  who  forwards  a  series  of  21 
photographic  views  of  the  principal  streets  and 
buildings  in  Sydney.  Following  is  the  commu- 
nication referred  to : 

Town  Clerk's  Office,     I 
Sydney,  7th  Oct.,  1886. J 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor,  in  pursuance  with  a 
special  resolution  of  the  municipal  council  of 


this  city,  to  forward  for  acceptance  by  the  mayor 
and  aldermen  of  the  city  of  Boston,  a  series  of  21 
photographic  views  of  the  principal  streets  and 
buildings  hi  Sydney. 

The  case  has  been  forwarded  by  the  Mariposa, 
via  San  Francisco. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

Charles  H.  Wolcott, 
Town  Clerk. 

The  City  Clerk,  Boston,  U.  S.  A. 

Referred  on  motion  of  Aid.  Lee  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  (Aid.)  when  ap- 
pointed. 

COASTING  ON  TELEGRAPH   STREET. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the 
mayor  transmitting  a  commvaiication  from  the 
Board  of  Police  in  reference  to  the  order  of  Dec. 
20, 1886,  that  coasting  be  allowed  on  Telegraph, 
Dorchester  and  other  streets  under  such  restric- 
tions as  the  Board  of  Police  may  deem  proper  to 
impose.  By  Section  15.  Chapter  53,  of  the  Public 
Statutes,  the  Board  of  Aldermen  is  authorized 
to  make  such  rules  and  regulations  for  the  use  of 
sleds  and  othe*  vehicles  for  coasting  as  they  may 
deem  necessary  for  the  public  safety  and  con- 
venience, and  the  Board  of  Police  do  not  feel 
that  the  matter  is  within  their  control  under 
the  present  order. 

The  Board  of  Police,  in  their  communication, 
call  attention  to  the  danger  that  exists  in  Tele- 
graph and  Dorchester  streets,  South  Boston, 
from  allowing  coasting  on  those  streets.  Sev- 
eral accidents  have  happened  already,  which 
the  police  were  powerless  to  prevent,  and  unless 
the  permit  is  revoked  or  regulations  are  adopted 
by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  as  to  the  use  of  the 
streets  by  the  public  while  coasting  continues,, 
there  is  great  probability  of  still  more  serious 
casualties  occurring.  The  Board  therefore  rec- 
ommends that  either  coasting  be  prohibited  on 
those  streets  or  that  certain  hours  be  pre- 
scribed when  coasting  may  be  allowed  and  dur- 
ing which  Telegraph,  Dorchester  and  Eighth 
streets  may  be  closed  to  public  travel  at  the 
dangerous  points. 

Laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll. 

Later  in  the  session  after  the  order  revoking 
the  coasting  permit  on  Telegraph  street  had  been 
passed,  the  communication  was,  on  motion  of 
Aid.  Carroll,  taken  from  the  table  and  placed 
on  file. 

NUISANCE  NEAR,  MARCELLA-STREET  HOME. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the 
mayor  calling  the  attention  of  the  City  Council 
to  the  enclosed  communication  of  Mr.  Alfred  B. 
Heath,  superintendent  of  the  Marcella-street 
Home,  concerning  the  offal  nuisance  adjoining 
the  home.  Quite  a  number  of  parties  in  the 
neighborhood  have  also  complained  of  it  as  a 
most  offensive  nuisance,  and  one  that  ought  to  be 
abated  forthwith.  The  fact  that  it  endangers 
the  health  of  several  hundred  children  in  the 
home  is  sufficient  of  itself  to  put  a  stop  to  the 
nuisance.  In  the  language  of  the  superinten- 
dent, ''At  times  the  place  is  kept  in  a  most  dis- 
gusting condition,  but  even  at  its  best  it  should 
not  be  near  an  institution  of  this  kind." 

Following  is  the  communication: 

Marcella-Street  Home,        ) 
Boston  Highlands,  Jan.  5,  1887.     J 
To  the  Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Dear  Sir,— I  would  respectfully  ask  that  the 
offal  shed,  belonging  to  the  Health  Department 
in  the  rear  of  our  building  be  removed.  It  is  not 
only  a  most  offensive  nuisance,  but  it  greatly 
endangers  the  health  of  the  inmates  of  the  insti- 
tution. The  stench  which  arises  while  loading 
and  unloading  the  teams  is  very  bad,  and  after 
the  wagons  are  unloaded  they  put  them  back 
against  the  fence,  which  is  built  close  up  to  the 
back  of  the  buildmg.  At  times  the  place  is  kept 
in  a  most  disgusting  condition,  hut  even  at  its 
best  it  should:  not  be  near  an  institution  of  this 
kind. 

Hoping  that  you  will  find  it  within  your  power 
to  grant  this  petition,  I  am, 
Very  respectfully, 

Alfred  B.  Heath,  Superintendent. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Allen,  to  the 
Committee  on  Health  (Aid.)  when  appointed. 

SARGENT'S    WHARF. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  mayor  trans- 
mitting a  communication  from  Mr.  Elisha  At- 


21 


BOARD     OF     ALDERMEN 


kins,  and  recommending  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  appropriate  committee.  As  Mr.  Atkins  in- 
tends to  build  and  improve  the  property  an  early 
answer  is  desired. 

Mr.  Atkins  represents  that  he  is  the  owner  of 
Sargent's  wharf,  has  in  contemplation  improve- 
ments on  his  wharf,  and  desires  to  lease  for  999 
years,  at  a  rental  of  .$100  per  annum,  a  certain 
tract  of  (flats)  land  lying  between  the  southerly 
side  of  the  line  of  his  wharf  and  a  boundary  in- 
dicated by  a  plan  in  the  city  surveyor's  office, 
containing  about  3300  square  feet. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan,  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  East  Boston  Ferries,  when 
appointed. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENTS. 

Communications  were  received  from  the 
mayor  making  the  following  appointments,  sub- 
ject to  approval  and  confirmation  by  the  Board, 
viz: 

Jeremiah  H.  Mullane.  to  be  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  for  Public  Institutions,  to  fill 
the  unexpired  term  of  Joseph  H.  O'Neil,  re- 
signed. 

Jeremiah  H.  Mullane,  Edward  B.  Rankin  and 
Thomas  R.  Matnews,  to  be  members  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  for  Public  Institutions  for  the  term 
of  three  years,  from  the  first  Monday  in  May, 
1877. 

Benjamin  Dean,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Park  Commissioners,  for  the  term  of  three 
years,  from  May  1,  1887. 

William  P.  Leavitt,  Dr.  James  P.  Broidrick, 
Benjamin  F.  Anthony,  A.  K.  Tilden  and  George 
T.  Chase,  to  be  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  Mount  Hope  Cemetery,  for  the  term  of  one 
year,  from  the  first  Monday  in  May,  1887. 

John  W.  McDonald,  to  be  superintendent  of 
streets  for  the  term  of  one  year,  from  the  first 
Monday  in  April,  1887. 

Joshua  S.  Duncklee  and  John  J.  Murphy,  to  be 
members  of  the  Board  of  Assessors  of  Taxes,  for 
the  term  of  three  years  from  the  1st  day  of  April, 
1887. 

Thomas  F.  Temple,  to  be  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  Cedar  Grove  Ceme- 
tery for  the  term  of  five  years  from  Mav  1, 
1887. 

William  Jackson,  to  be  city  engineer,  for  the 
term  of  one  year  from  the  first  Monday  in  April, 
1887. 

Nicholas  A.  Apollonio,  to  be  city  registrar,  for 
the  term  of  one  year  from  the  first  Monday  in 
April,  1887. 

Thomas  W.  Davis,  to  be  city  surveyor,  for  the 
term  of  one  year  from  the  first  Monday  in  April, 
1887. 

Thomas  J.  Young,  to  be  superintendent  of  sew- 
ers, for  the  term  of  one  year  from  the  first  Mon- 
day in  April,  1877. 

Walter  H.  French,  to  be  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners,  for  the  term  of 
three  years,  from  the  first  Monday  in  May,  1887. 

James  C.  Tucker,  to  be  superintendent  of 
public  buildings,  for  the  term  of  one  year,  from 
the  first  Monday  in  April,  1887. 

William  Doogue,  to  be  superintendent  of 
Common  and  public  grounds,  for  the  term  of 
one  year,  from  the  first  Monday  in  April,  1887. 

Thomas  J.  Lane,  to  be  superintendent  of  print- 
ing, for  the  the  term  of  one  year,  from  the  first 
Monday  in  April,  1887. 

George  W.  Forristall,  to  be  superintendent  of 
health,  for  the  term  of  one  year,  from  the  first 
Monday  in  April,  1887. 

Arthur  H.  Vinal,  to  be  city  architect,  for  the 
term  of  one  year,  from  the  first  Monday  in  April, 
1887. 

George  E.  McKay,  to  be  superintendent  of 
Faneufl  Hall  Market,  for  the  term  of  one  year, 
from  the  first  Monday  in  April,  1887. 

William  F.  Davis,  to  be  water  registrar,  for  the 
term  of  one  year  from  the  first  Monday  m  April, 
1887. 

Hugh  J.  Toland,  to  be  superintendent  of  lamps, 
for  the  term  of  one  year  from  the  first  Monday  in 
April,  1887. 

Bartholomew  M.  Young,  to  be  superintendent 
of  bridges,  for  the  term  of  one  year  from  the  first 
Monday  in  April,  1887. 

James  F.  Babcock,  to  be  inspector  of  milk  and 
vinegar. 

William  Mackin,  to  be  inspector  of  provisions, 
for  the  term  of  one  year  from  the  first  Monday 
in  April,  1887. 

William  Taylor,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Board 


of  Health,  for  the  term  of  three  years  from  the 
first  Monday  in  May,  188G. 

Samuel  H.  Durgin,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Health,  for  the  term  of  three  years  from  the 
first  Monday  in  May,  1887. 

Hugh  E.  Brady,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners,  to  fill  the  vacancy 
caused  bv  the  death  of  Isaac  Hull  Wright. 

Thomas  F.  Doherty,  to  be  a  member  of  the 
Boston  Water  Board,  for  the  term  of  three  years 
from  the  first  Monday  in  May,  1887. 

Frederic  W.  Lincoln,  to  be  commissioner  of 
West  Boston,  Craigie's  and  Prison  Point  bridges, 
for  the  term  of  one  year  from  the  first  Monday 
in  May,  1887. 

Edward  P.  Nettleton,  to  be  corporation  coun- 
sel for  the  term  of  one  year  from  the  first  Mon- 
day in  July,  1887. 

Andrew  J.  Bailey,  to  be  city  solicitor,  for  the 
term  of  one  year  from  the  first  Monday  in  July, 
1887. 

A.  C.  Whitney,  R.  F.  Keough,  John  E.  Lynch, 
to  be  members  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
East  Boston  ferries  for  the  term  of  one  year  from 
the  first  Monday  in  April,  1S87. 

John  Curtin,  Edward  J.  Flynn,  to  be  members 
of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  East  Boston  fer- 
ries, to  fill  vacancies  \ipon  said  board. 

John  Curtin,  Edward  J.  Flynn,  to  be  members 
of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  East  Boston  fer- 
ries for  the  term  of  one  year  from  the  first  Mon- 
day in  April,  1887. 

Severally  laid  over. 

HEARING  ON  ORDER  OF  NOTICE. 

On  the  expediency  of  constructing  a  common 
sewer  in  Saratoga  street,  East  Boston,  from 
Trumbull  street  to  a  point  200  feet  west  of 
Wordsworth  street. 

No  objection.  Recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Sewers  when  appointed. 

COASTING  ON  WALK  HILL  STREET. 

Aid.  Lee  presented  the  petition  of  John  Cam- 
fill  and  others,  that  coasting  be  allowed  on  Walk 
Hill  street,  Ward  23. 

In  connection  therewith  Aid.  Lee,  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rule,  offered  an  order,— That 
coasting  be  allowed  on  Walk  Hill  street,  Ward 
23,  under  such  restrictions  as  the  Board  of 
Police  may  see  fit  to  impose.  Passed  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rule. 

COASTING  ON  BAINBRIDGE  STREET. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  presented  a  petition  from  A. 
J.  Browne  and  others,  representing  that  the 
privilege  of  coasting  on  Bainbridge  street  has 
been  abused  ;  that  noisy  and  disorderly  persons 
congregate  there,  that  greatly  annoy  residents 
of  said  street  by  profane  and  obscene  language 
and  blowing  fish  horns  and  making  other  hideous 
noises.  The  petitioners  have  applied  to  the 
Police  Commissioners  to  have  patrolmen  sent 
there  to  preserve  order,  but  all  to  no  purpose. 
They  request  that  the  permit  be  revoked. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— Mr.  Chairman,  a  few  weeks 
ago  I  offered  a  petition,  accompanied  by  an  or- 
der, that  coasting  be  permitted  on  Bainbridge 
street.  At  that  time  I  supposed  that  the  privi- 
lege was  to  be  used  by  the  children  of  the  neigh- 
borhood; but  it  seems  that  it  has  been  abused, 
and  that  young  men  from  different  sections  of 
the  city  have  congregated  there  in  the  evening 
from  8  to  10  o'clock  and  have  made  themselves  a 
nuisance  to  the  neighborhood.  The  first  petition 
was  not  signed  by  residents  on  the  street;  this 
petition  is.  They  make  complaint  that  they 
have  seen  the  Police  Commissioners  and  also  the 
superintendent  of  police,  who  say  they  have  no 
jurisdiction  in  the  matter  and  are  unable  to  pre- 
vent the  noise  and  disturbance,  and  that  it  will 
be  necessary  for  the  petitioners  to  apply  to  the 
Board  of  Aldernen  for  redress.  The  story 
is  told  to  me  that  these  boys  and  young  men 
who  congregate  there  arc  obscene  and  vulgar 
in  language,  that  they  trespass  upon  private 
property,  and  go  so  far  as  to  assemble  m  and  com- 
mit nuisances  in  the.  vestibules  and  upon  the 
houses.and  even  insult  neighbors  when  spoken  to. 
The  thing  has  become  unbearable,  and  the  re- 
monstrants have  therefore  taken  this  method  of 
seeking  redress.  I  move  that  the  order  by  which 
a  permit  was  given  some  weeks  ago  to  coast  on 
Bainbridge  street  be  rescinded,  and  I  move  a 
suspension  of  the  rule  in  order  that  I  may  make 
that  motion. 

The  Chairman  requested  Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  to 
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reduce  Ms  motion  to  writing,  which  was  done, 
and  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  offered  in  the 
following  form : 

Ordered,  That  the  order  granting  permission 
to  coast  on  Bainbridge  street,  Roxbury  District, 
"be  rescinded  and  that  notice  he  sent  to  the 
Board  of  Police. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  the  order  read  a 
second  time  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Aid.  Bromwich— That  does  not  interfere  with 
any  other  part  of  the  city— it  only  prevents  coast- 
ing on  that  particular  street? 

The  Chairman— That  is  all.  It  is  only  in  re- 
lation to  the  permit  to  coast  on  Bainbridge 
street. 

The  order  was  passed.  Aid.  N.  G.  Smith 
moved  to  reconsider :  lost. 

UNDERGROUND    WIRES. 

Aid.  Magutre  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Edison  Electric  nimninating  Company  of  Bos- 
ton for  leave  to  lay  underground  conductors,  con- 
nected with  its  station  for  electric  lighting  pur- 
poses, in  Park  street  and  in  that  part  of  Beacon 
street  between  Tremont  and  Charles  streets. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Maguire  the  petition  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving  (Aid.)  when 
appointed. 

Aid.  Carroll — I  would  like  to  ask  if  some 
other  disposition  has  not  been  made  of  matters 
of  that  kind  in  past  years?  It  seems  to  me  that 
it  is  a  matter  that  goes  to  the  Committee  on  Un- 
derground Wires,  and  that  it  should  first  he  con- 
sidered by  that  committee. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  inform 
Aid.  Carroll  that  he  does  not  know  what  dispo- 
sition has  been  made  of  such  petitions  in  pre- 
vious years.  But  the  Committee  on  Paving  is 
where  it  has  got  to  go  in  the  end,  as  it  is  a 
permit  to  excavate  the  streets.  Therefore  it  may 
as  well  go  there  right  away.  Does  the  alderman 
desire  to  reconsider  the  reference? 

Aid.  Carroll— I  do  not  wish  thus  early  in  the 
session  to  get  into  a  controversy  with  the  Chair, 
but  I  still  have  my  opinion  and  do  not  wish  to 
yield  it,  unless  I  am  wrong.  It  seems  to  me  it  is 
apetition  for  the  Committee  on  Underground 
Wires,  and  that  it  is  something  for  them  to  con- 
sider. The  proper  place,  in  my  opinion,  is  to  re- 
fer it  to  the  Committee  on  Underground  Wires, 
and  then  if  they  report  that  it  ought  to  be 
granted  we  can  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on 
Paving.  What  are  you  going  to  put  under- 
ground? That  committee  should  first  consider 
the  merits  of  the  question.  It  seems  to  me  the 
proper  thing  to  do,  and  I  move  a  reconsideration 
of  the  vote  whereby  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  is  not  captious 
about  it,  but  as  the  Committee  on  Paving  is  the 
one  to  which  it  will  have  to  go,  I  think  it  had 
better  go  there  at  once. 

Aid.  Bromwich — There  has  been  a  little  trou- 
ble in  past  years  in  leaving  the  streets  in  a  dilap- 
idated condition  after  these  excavations  have 
been  made.  The  cost  of  repairing  these  streets 
comes  out  of  the  appropriation  for  the  Paving 
Department,  and  I  think  they  should  have 
something  to  say  about  the  matter.  I  think 
the  proposition  of  the  alderman  from  the  sixth 
district  is  very  proper,  that  it  should  go  to  the 
Committee  on  Underground  Wires  and  then  go 
to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  desire  to  discuss  this  matter 
from  a  business  standpoint.  Here  is  a  petition 
for  leave  to  lay  underground  wires  in  the  streets. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  merits  of  the  question 
should  first  be  considered  by  the  Committee  on 
Underground  Wires.  If  they  report  favorably 
upon  it,  then  will  be  time  enough  to  refer  it  to 
the  Committee  on  Paving,  to  get  a  permit  from 
the  superintendent  to  open  the  streets.  For  that 
reason,  it  seems  to  me,  that  it  should  go  to  the 
Committee  on  Underground  Wires. 

The  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Paving 
(Aid.)  was  reconsidered,  and  the  petition  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Underground 
Wires  when  appointed. 

COASTING  ON  PARKER  STREET. 

Aid.  Maguire  presented  a  petition  from  the 
boys  of  Roxbury,  endorsed  by  J.  W.  Twombly 
and  others,  that  coasting  be  allowed  on  Parker 
street. 

In  connection  with  the  above  Aid.  Maguire 
offered  an  order — That  coasting  be  allowed  dur- 
ing the  present  season  on  Parker  street,  from 


Hillside  to  Tremont  streets,  under  such  restric- 
tions as  the  Board  of  Police  may  see  fit  to  im- 
pose.   Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule, and 
Aid.  Maguire  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 
petitions  referred. 

Aid.  Sullivan  presented  a  petition  of  Charles 
Young  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in  Maverick 
street,  between  Lamson  and  Cottage  streets, 
Ward  2.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
when  appointed. 

Aid.  Magutre  presented  the  petition  of  J.  V. 
Bancroft,  for  a  license  to  sprinkle  certain  streets 
in  Roxbury,  corresponding  with  license  granted 
in  1886.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Paving  (Aid.) 
when  appointed. 

Aid.  Carroll  presented  the  petition  of  Daniel 
Sheehan  and  others  for  an  electric  light  between 
Brigham's  and  O'Xeil's  stables  on  Third  street. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Lamps,  when  ap- 
pointed. 

Aid.  Smith  presented  the  petition  of  Dexter 
H.  Follett,  captain,  for  an  allowance  of  8800  for 
fitting-  up  the  new  armory  of  Battery  A.  Re- 
ferred to  the  superintendent  of  public  buildings. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Augustus  H. 
Sampson,  requesting  that  the  official  bond  given 
by  him  as  city  clerk  may  be  cancelled.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Bonds. 

COASTING  ON  MARCELLA,  CHENEY  AND  SU3LNER 

STREETS. 

Aid.  Smith  presented  a  petition  of  James 
Lyons  and  others,  that  coasting  be  allowed  on 
Marcella  street. 

Also  petition  of  Thomas  Restieaux  and  others, 
that  coasting  be  allowed  on  Sumner  street,  Dor- 
chester. 

Also  petition  of  George  Z.  Adams  and  others, 
that  coasting  be  allowed  on  Cheney  street,  Rox- 
bury. 

In  connection  with  the  above  Aid.  X.  G. 
Smith  offered  an  order— That  coasting  be  al- 
lowed on  the  following-named  streets,  under 
such  restrictions  as  the  Board  of  Police  may 
deem  proper  to  impose : 

Marcella  and  Cheney  streets,  Roxbury,  and 
Sumner  street,  Dorchester. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

HARBOR  AND  LAND  COM3HSSIONERS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Harbor  and  Land 
Commissioners  of  a  hearing  on  Jan.  13  inst.  at  11 
o'clock  A.M.,  on  the  petition  of  the  Boston  & 
Maine  Railroad  Company  for  permission  to  re- 
construct their  bridge  in  tide  water  of  the  city  of 
Somerville  and  town  of  Everett  and  crossing 
Mystic  river.    Placed  on  file. 

UNCLAIMED  BAGGAGE. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Boston  &  Lowell  Railroad  Company  for  a  com- 
mittee to  examine  unclaimed  baggage. 

In  connection  with  the  above  Aid.  C.  W.  Smith 
offered  an  order — That  a  committee  of  two  mem- 
bers of  this  Board  be  appointed  to  examine  the 
articles  of  unclaimed  baggage  remaining  in  the 
passenger  station  of  the  Boston  &  Lowell  Rail- 
road Company  in  this  city  and  report  what 
action  may  be  necessary  under  the  provisions  of 
Chapter  96  of  the  Public  Statutes. 

Passed  under  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 
and  Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  and  Capen  were  appointed 
said  committee. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Order  that  joint  rules  1,  2,  and  13  of  the  City- 
Council  of  1886  he  adopted  as  the  joint  rules  of  the 
present  City  Council.until  otherwise  ordered,  and 
that  a  joint  special  committee,  to  consist  of  five 
members  of  the  Council,  with  such  as  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  appointed  to  report 
such  other  rules  and  orders  as  maybe  necessary. 

The  Chairman — The  Chair  would  state,  for 
the  information  of  the  Board,  that  on  last  Mon- 
day the  Board  passed  an  order  adopting  all  the 
joint  rules  except  the  last  one,  No.  22,  which  pro- 
vided for  a  two-thirds  vote  for  alterations  of  the 
rules.  That  order  is  now  laying  on  the  table  in 
the  Common  Council,  and  in  lieu  of  that  order 
they  send  down  this  one.  The  question  is  upon 
concurring  with  the  Common  Council. 

Aid.  Lee — As  our  order  is  up  there,  and  as  it 
will  facilitate  business  for  us  to  concur,  I  move 
that  we  recede  from  our  former  action  and  con- 
cur with  the  Common  Council  in  the  passage  of 
this  order. 
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The  Board  voted  to  recede  and  concur. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Lee  it  was  voted  that  the 
chairman  be  one  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Joint  Rules. 

The  chairman  appointed  Aid.  Allen,  Sullivan, 
Lee  and  Bromwich  on  said  committee. 

Order  that  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  furnish  a  copy  of  his  inaugural  address,  and 
that  the  same  be  printed  as  a  city  document, 
and  in  the  volume  of  Proceedings  of  the  City 
Council.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order- appointing  Messrs.  Foss,  Fisher,  W.  H. 
Murphy,  Wilson  and  Keliher  as  a  joint  special 
committee  to  report  what  disposition  should  be 
made  of  the  topics  in  the  mayor's  inaugural  ad- 
dress.   Passed  in  concurrence. 

Auditor's  Monthly  Exhibit.  (Document  4. 
Placed  on  file. 

Monthly  statement  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment.   (Document  3.)    Placed  on  tile. 

Communication  from  the  Board  of  Fire  Com- 
missioners in  favor  of  increasing  the  pay  of 
assistant  engineers  to  $2000  per  annum.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Fire  Department,  when 
appointed,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan. 

Notice  from  the  Common  Council  of  the  elec- 
tion of  Alvah  H.  Peters  as  city  messenger.  As- 
signed to  next  meeting  on  motion  of  Aid.  Car- 
roll. 

Order  appointing  Messrs.  Whitmore,  Fottler 
and  Short  a  joint  special  committee  to  report 
what  arrangements  can  be  made  with  the  State 
for  the  sale  of  the  "Reservoir  lot."  Passed  in 
concurrence,  and  Aid.  McLaughlin  and  C.  W. 
Smith  were  appointed  said  committee. 

Order  that  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  direct  the  heads  of  departments  to  allow  city 
employees  half-holidays  on  Saturdays.  Passed 
in  concurrence.  Aid.  Carroll  moved  to  recon- 
sider; lost. 

Order  that  the  city  architect  be  requested  to 
include  in  his  estimates  for  the  ensuing  finan- 
cial year  a  sum  sufficient  to  provide  a  new  build- 
ing for  fire  engine  No.  6.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  that  the  Board  of  Police  be  requested  to 
suspend  coasting  on  Telegraph  street,  South 
Boston.    Passed  m  concurrence. 

Order  that  the  superintendent  of  health  be 
requested  to  keep  the  street  crossings  in  the 
business  part  of  the  city  free  from  snow  during 
the  winter. 

Aid.  Lee— I  would  like  to  inquire  if  orders  of 
that  character  come  properly  before  us  from  the 
other  branch? 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  be  obliged 
to  rule  not.  No  one  having  objected  to  the  other 
order  in  regard  to  Telegraph  street  the  Chair 
allowed  it  to  be  passed,  but  he  hopes  the  alder- 
man will  withdraw  the  objection  and  allow  this 
order  to  go  through. 

Aid.  Lee— I  have  no  objection.  I  only  wanted 
the  information. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  that  the  mayor  be  authorized  to  appoint 
three  commissioners  to  investigate  condition 
and  cost  of  maintenance  of  public  cemeteries. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  that  the  mayor  be  requested  to  petition 
the  Legislature  for  the  passage  of  an  act  to  en- 
able the  city  of  Boston  to  transfer  to  private  cor- 
porations such  of  its  cemeteries  as  are  not  need- 
ed for  the  burial  of  paupers  and  strangers. 

Aid.  Allen— I  do  not  quite  understand  the  full 
scope  of  this  order,  and  would  like  to  have  an 
opportunity  to  look  into  it,  and  therefore  move 
that  the  further  consideration  of  the  order  be 
postponed  until  the  next  meeting. 

Further  consideration  of  the  order  was  special- 
ly assigned  to  the  next  meeting. 

Order  to  print  an  edition  of  the  ordinances  of 
t886.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  print  the  Municipal  Register  and 
prepare  a  pocket  edition,  etc.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

CLERK  HIRE  IN  THE    COUR^f. 

A  requsition  was  received  from  the  Clerk  of 
the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  for  $165,  being  the 
amount  of  clerk-hire  during  the  month  of  De- 
cember, 1886. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  County  Ac- 
counts, when  appointed. 

FIRES  AND  ALARMS. 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners, 
giving  an  account  of  the  tires  and  alarms  during 
1880.    Sent  down. 


VALUATION  FOR  FIVE  YEARS. 

The  following  was  received  and,  on  motion  of 
Aid.  Lee,  ordered  printed  and  sent  down : 

Assessors'  Office,  City  Hall,  ) 
Boston,  Jan.  10,  1887.  J 

To  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

In  conformity  with  Sect.  11  of  Chapter  21,  of  the 
Revised  Ordinances,  we  herewith  transmit  a 
statement  of  the  assessors'  valuation  and  abate- 
ments to  Dec.  31, 1886. 

Assessors'  Abatements  to 

valuation.  Dee.  31,  1886. 

1882 ,9672.497,00144  «8,705,000 

1883 682,432,67133  9,080,300 

18KA 682,(156,657  78  8,462,000 

1885 685,579,072  20  8,222,400 

1886 710,621,335  32  5,493,000 

Total  value ,93,433.787.698  07    Total  $39,971,700 

Less  abatements..        39,971,700  00 

#3.393,815,998  07 
Divided  by  5  gives      678,763,000  00    average     asessors' 
valuation  for  the  last  five  years. 

Respectfully,  for  the  Board  of  Assessors, 
Benjamin  Cushing, 
Secretary. 

WEST  END  RAILWAY  COMPANY. 

The  following  was  received  and  placed  on  tile ; 
The  undersigned,  a  majority  of  the  directors 
of  the  association  for  the  formation  of  the  West 
End  Street  Railway  Company,  hereby,  in  behalf 
of  the  said  association,  accepts  the  order  of  loca- 
tion passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  Dec.  27, 1886,  and  approved  by  the 
Mayor,  Dec.  28,  1886,  and  agree,  in  consideration 
thereof,  to  comply  with  the  conditions  in  said 
order  contained. 

Witness  our  hands  at  Boston,  this  third  day  of 
January,  A.D.  1887. 

Henry  M.  Whitney, 
Isaac  T.  Burr, 
Henry  D.  Hyde, 
Asa  P.  Potter, 
Jonas  H.  French, 
G.  T.  A.  Braman, 
E.  H.  Baker, 
Chas.  U.  Cotting. 
A  majority  of  the  directors  of  the  said  associa- 
tion. 

RULES  AND  ORDERS  OF  THE  BOARD. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  the  following  (City 
Doc.  5) : 

The  special  committee  appointed  to  prepare 
rules  and  orders  for  the  government  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  for  the  current  year,  submit 
herewith  the  accompanying  draft  of  rules, 
which  are  the  same  as  have  been  in  force  during 
the  past  year.  The  committee  recommend  their 
adoption  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  H.  Allen, 
John  H.  Sullivan, 
John  H.  Lee, 
Committee  on  Rules. 

Aid.  Allen— In  connection  with  this  report  I 
desire  to  say  that  the  rules  and  orders  submitted 
are  precisely  the  same  rules  that  have  governed 
the  Board  in  the  past— no  change  whatever. 
The  committee  did  seriously  contemplate  mak- 
ing an  alteration  in  Rule  12,  which  is : 

Rule  12.  Every  member,  when  about  to  speak, 
shall  rise  and  respectfully  address  the  chair; 
shall  confine  himself  to  the  question  under  de- 
bate, and  avoid  personalities. 

The  committee  did  seriously  consider  the  ques- 
tion of  adding  to  that  rule  that  no  reference 
should  be  made  to  the  other  branch  of  the  gov- 
ernment or  any  member  of  that  branch.  During 
the  past  year  there  has  been  sometimes  refer- 
ence made  in  rather  a  questionable  manner  to 
the  other  branch  or  to  members  thereof.  But 
upon  the  whole  the  committee  concluded  that  it 
was  hardly  worth  while  to  embody  those  words 
in  the  rule,  trusting  that  the  gentlemen  of  the 
Board  would  by  their  own  acts  omit  to  make 
any  allusions  to  the  other  branch  or  any  mem- 
ber thereof  in  any  manner  which  might  be  in 
the  slightest  degree  unfair. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  agree  with  the  gentleman 
who  has  just  taken  nis  seat.  But  I  would  say 
that  if  any  member  of  the  other  branch  should 
so  far  forget  himself  as  to  refer  to  me  in  any 
manner  which  in  my  judgment  was  offensive  to 
me  or  to  the  people  whom  I  represent,  I  should 
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have  no  hesitancy  in  replying  to  him,  using  lan- 
guage that  I  thought  befitting  him. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan  the  reading  of  the 
rules  was  dispensed  with. 

The  question  was  upon  the  adoption  of  the 
rules. 

Aid.  Lee— I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  to  one  discrepancy 
that  I  see  here,  where  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
rules  conflict.  I  would  call  his  attention  to  the 
last  clause  of  Rule  24.  It  provides  that  the  above 
order  of  business  shall  not  be  departed  from  ex- 
cept by  a  vote  of  the  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers present.  I  would  then  desire  to  call 
his  attention  to  Rule  31,  which  reads  that 
the  foregoing  rules  shall  not  be  altered, 
suspended  or  amended  except  by  a  two-thirds 
vote  of  the  members  present  at  that  time.  As  I 
understand  it,  Rule  24  covers  that  provision  and 
the  rules  of  this  body  under  the  head  of  "Order 
of  Business,"  and  the  last  rule  governs  the  mem- 
bers when  the  Board  desires  to  amend,  alter  or 
suspend  the  rules.  It  seems  to  me  that  if  the 
members  of  this  Board  desire  to  have  Rule  24 
enforced  they  should  further  amend  it  so  that  it 
will  require  two-thirds  of  the  members  present. 
I  have  no  objection  to  the  rule,  and  only  desired 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  chairman  of  the 
committee,  and  also  of  the  Board,  to  the  con- 
flict. 

Aid.  Allen— I  am  a  little  surprised  that  the 
member  of  this  committee  did  not  discover 
that  omission  in  committee.  As  he  generally 
looks  after  matters  so  sharply,  I  should  suppose 
he  would  have  discovered  it  then.  How- 
ever, Mr.  Chairman,  it  is,  as  I  said  before,  that 
the  rules  reported  are  the  same  as  last  year ; 
but,  as  Aid.  Lee  has  stated,  I  think  there  is  a 
little  discrepancy.  I  would  move  that  Rule  24  be 
amended  by  striking  out  "a  majority"  and  in- 
serting in  place  thereof  "two  thirds." 

Aid.  Lee  moved  to  insert  "and  voting"  after 
"present." 

Aid.  Allen  accepted  Aid.  Lee's  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  rules  as  amended  were  adopted,  yeas  11 
nays  0 ;  Aid.  Capen  absent. 

minors'  licenses. 

Aid.  Smith  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  licenses  be  granted  to  minors 
to  pursue  any  vocation,  or  to  sell  fruits,  provis- 
ions, live  animals,  brooms,  agricultural  imple- 
ments, fuel,  newspapers,  books,  pamphlets,  ag- 
ricultural products  of  the  United  States,  or  the 
products  of  their  own  labor,  upon  the  following 
terms  and  conditions,  which  shall  be  inserted  in 
the  certificate,  with  such  other  conditions  and 
regulations  as  this  Board  may  deem  expedient, 
viz: 

1.  No  license  shall  be  granted  to  a  minor,  ex- 
cept upon  the  application  of  his  parent,  guar- 
dian, or  next  friend ;  and  all  such  applications 
for  licenses  must  be  made  at  the  ofhce  of  the 
clerk  of  committees,  City  Hall. 

2.  Every  minor,  under  the  age  of  15  years,  so 
licensed,  shall,  each  day  during  the  school  year, 
attend  some  school  school,  approved  by  the 
School  Committee. 

3.  Every  license  shall  specify  the  articles  to  be 
sold,  or  the  business  to  be  pursued,  and  the  li- 
censes issued  to  bootblacks  shall  contain  the 
places  assigned  therefor. 

4.  Every  minor  so  licensed  shall  at  all  times, 
while  engaged  in  the  business  for  which  he  is 
licensed,  wear,  conspicuously  in  sight,  a  badge, 
with  the  word  "Licensed"  and  the  number  of 
his  license  thereon;  a  neglect  so  to  do  shall 
be  sufficient  cause  for  revocation  of  said  li- 
cense. 

6.  No  minor  so  licensed  shall  sell  any  articles 
or  pursue  any  business  for  which  he  may  be  li ; 
censed,  at  any  other  place  than  that  mentioned 
in  this  license. 

6.  Minors  so  licensed  shall  not  congregate  to- 
gether, make  any  unnecessary  noise,  or  in  any 
other  way  disturb  or  annoy  persons  as  they 
pass. 

7.  Every  license,  when  not  granted  for  a  short- 
er period,  shall  extend  to  the  close  of  the  muni- 
cipal year. 

8.  Every  minor  so  licensed  shall  exhibit  his 
license  to  any  officer  of  the  city,  for  inspection, 
when  required  so  to  do,  and  the  same  shall  not 
be  transferred,  exchanged,  borrowed,  or  lent, 
nor  shall  he  employ  or  furnish  with  papers  to 


sell,  any  unlicensed  minor,  on  pain  of  forfeiture 
of  said  license. 

9.  Stands  for  the  purpose  of  blacking  boots  and 
shoes  may  be  located  in  such  places  as  shall  not 
interfere  with  the  convenience  of  the  public. 
No  more  than  one  licensed  minor  shall  occupy 
any  such  stand ;  and  any  such  minor  who  allows 
idle  persons  to  assemble  around  him  at  such 
stand  shall  have  his  permit  annulled. 

10.  The  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  State,  the 
ordinances  of  the  city,  or  the  terms  and-  condi- 
tions herein  prescribed,  shall  operate  as  a  for- 
feiture of  this  license. 

Aid.  Smith  said  the  rules  are  the  same  as  last 
year's. 
The  order  was  passed. 

city  buildings,  beacon  street. 

Aid.  Allen  offered  an  order— That  the  super- 
intendent of  public  buildings  be  authorized  to  put 
in  proper  repair  buildings  numbered  12  and  14 
Beacon  street  hired  for  city  offices,  also  to  re- 
move the  various  departments  assigned  to  said 
premises,  included  m  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  which  was  accepted 
Nov.  29,  1886.  The  expense  of  repairs  and  re- 
moval estimated  at  $10,000  to  be  charged  to  the 
special  appropriation  provided  for  said  pur- 
pose. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Sent 
down. 

STANDING  REGULATIONS. 

Aid.  Allen  offered  an  order— That  a  special 
committee,  consisting  of  three  members  of  this 
Board,  be  appointed  to  examine  and  report 
whether  any  changes  are  required  in  the  stand- 
ing regulations  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  and 
Aid.  Allen,  Sullivan  and  Lee  were  appointed. 


Aid.  Sullivan  offered  preambles  and  orders 
in  the  usual  form  for  the  superintendent  of 
streets  to  construct  common  sewers  in  the  fol- 
lowing streets : 

In  Saratoga  street,  East  Boston,  from  Trum- 
bull street  to  a  point  200  feet  west  of  Words- 
worth street. 

In  Hillside  street,  from  Parker  to  Wait  street. 

Orders  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

COASTING  ON  TRENTON  STREET. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an  order— That  coasting 
be  allowed  on  Trenton  street  during  the  present 
season,  upon  such  restrictions  as  the  Board  of 
Police  may  see  fit  to  impose. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Aid. 
Sullivan  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

ASSESSORS'  DEPARTMENT. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  an  order— That  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances  consider  and  report  what 
changes  are  necessary  in  Chapter  21  of  the  ordi- 
nances of  1885. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Lee,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  when  appoiuted. 

GREENHOUSES,  ROXBURY  CANAL  LANDS. 

Mr.  Lee  offered  an  order — That  the  city  audi- 
tor be  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  unex- 
pended balances  of  appropriations  the  sum  of 
$5000,  the  appropriation  for  Common,  etc.,  said 
sum  to  be  expended  in  fitting  up  the  green- 
houses, Roxbury  canal  lands. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lee,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  when  appointed. 

CLERK  OF  COMMITTEES. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Maguire  it  was  moved  to 
proceed  to  ballot  for  the  election  of  a  clerk  of 
committees.  Committee— Aid.  Maguire  and 
Allen. 

Eleven  ballots  were  cast,  all  of  which  were  for 
James  L.  Hillard,  and  he  was  declared  elected 
clerk  of  committees  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 
Sent  down. 

MANAGERS  OF  THE  OLD  SOUTH  ASSOCIATION. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Lee,  the  Board  proceeded 
to  ballot  for  the  election  of  managers  of  the 
Old  South  Association  on  the  part  of  the  City 
Council.  Committee— Aid.  Lee  and  C.  W.  Smith. 

Whole  number  of  ballots  12,  necessary  for  a 
choice  7,  Aid.  Patrick  J.  Donovan  had  12,  Coun- 
cilman Andreas  Blume  io.  Councilman  W.  B.  F. 
Whall  had  1,  Old  Boy  Ladd  had  1. 

Aid.  Patrick  J.  Donovan  and  Councilman  An- 
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dreas  Blume  were  declared  elected  on  the  part 
of  the  Board. 

ORDER    OF    NOTICE    ON     PETITION    FOR,      STEAM 
ENGINE. 

A  petition  was  received  from  P.  S.  Huckins  & 
Co.  for  a  license  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary 
steam  engine  of  15-horse  power  in  rear  of  190-200 
Border  street,  East  Boston.  An  order  of  notice 
was  passed  for  a  hearing  thereon  on  Monday, 
Jan.  31st,  at  4  P.M. 

CONTINGENT  EXPENSES. 

Aid.  Capen  offered  an  order— That  until  other- 
wise ordered  the  officers  and  reporters  of  the 


proceedings  of  the  City  Council  be  respectfully 
invited  to  dine  with  the  members  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  on  days  of  meetings,  the  expense 
attending  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  contin- 
gent fund  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Aid. 
Capen  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

COMMITTEES   ON   LICENSES. 

The  Chairman  announced  that  he  was  not 
ready  to  make  the  appointments  of  committees, 
but  in  order  to  facilitate  business  would  now 
announce  as  the  Committee  on  Licenses :  Aid. 
McLaughlin,  N.  G.  Smith,  Donovan. 

Adjourned,  at  5.32  P.M.,  on  order  of  Aid.  Allen. 
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Proceedings   of    the   Common    Council. 


Thursday,  Jan.  13,  1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  at 
7.30  P.M.,  President  Barry  in  the  chair. 

By  direction  of  the  president  the  roll  was 
called,  with  the  following  result : 

Present— Atwood,  Barry,  Bowman,  Burr,  Car- 
stensen,  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Cochran,  Coleman, 
Connolly,  Coyle,  Davern,  Desmond,  Dolan, 
Fisher,  Foss,  Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost,  J.  Gallagher, 
P.  J.  Gallagher,  Hayes.  Ladd,  Lattimore,  Lau- 
ten,  Leary,  Light,  F.  Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison, 
J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Norton,  O'Mealey, 
Perkins,  Perry,  C.  C.  Powers,  Reilly,  Richards, 
Sanger.  Shaw,  Short,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H. 
Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevens,  Thayer,  Tracey 
Tuttle.  Webster,  Whall,  Whitmore,  Wilson— 53. 

Absent— Blume,  Carroll,  Dewey,  Duggan, 
Gomez,  Haggerty,  Harrington,  Keliher,  Kelley, 
Kennedy,  Mahoney,  McEnaney,  McKenna, 
McNary,  J.  J.  Murphy,  E.  J.  Powers,  Provan, 
R.  Sullivan— 18. 

CITT  CLERK'S  RECORDS  AND  PAPERS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order— That  the  city 
clerk  be  directed  to  examine  and  report  if  any 
public  documents  or  papers  have  been  disposed 
of  by  any  of  his  predecessors,  to  the  detriment 
of  the  city. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  to  the 
Committee  on  Judiciary,  when  appointed. 

OFFICIAL  BONDS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  ordinance  in  rela- 
tion to  official  bonds,  it  being  the  ordinance  re- 
port last  year  by  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
and  printed  hi  Document  177  of  1886. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  when  appointed. 

DEPARTMENTS  TO  REPORT  IN   PRINT. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order— That  the 
heads  of  departments  he  authorized  to  submit 
their  annual  reports  in  print,  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  printing. 

Passed.    Sent  up. 

petroleum. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order— That  His 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  petition  the 
Legislature  at  its  present  session,  for  the  passage 
of  an  act  modifying  the  present  laws  hi  relation 
to  manufacturing,  refining,  mixing,  storing  or 
keeping  for  sale  oils  or  fluids  composed  wholly 
or  in  part  of  the  products  of  petroleum. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
when  appointed. 

lockers  for  the  common  council. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order— That  the  city 
auditor  be  requested  to  suggest  the  means  for 
providing  the  amount  of  $500  for  the  construc- 
tion of  lockers  for  the  Common  Council  lobby. 

In  connection  with  the  above  Mr.  Whitmore 
presented  the  following: 

Office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Pub-  1 
Lie  Buildings,  Jan.  13,  1887.  ) 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,— I  have  received  estimates  for  the 
lockers  to.be  placed  in  the  ante-room  of  the 
Common  Council  chamber  and  find  they  will 
cost  $500.  The  appropriation  for  public  build- 
ings was  reduced  $34,000  from  the  estimates  for 
the  financial  year  1886  and  1887,  and  the  balance 
of  the  appropriation  remaining  will  not  permit 
the  amount  requisite  for  the  lockers  to  be  taken 
from  it,  the  remainder  being  required  for  rents 
and  other  current  expenses.  I  would  most  re- 
spectfully ask  that  other  means  be  provided  for 
this  work.  Respectfully, 

J.  A.  Tucker, 
Superintendent  Public  Buildings. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  say  that  the  superin- 
tendent says  that  the  sum  of  money  asked  for — 
that  is  the  amount  for  which  he  can  have  con- 
tracts made — is,  in  his  estimation,  very  low  in- 
deed for  the  work  to  be  performed,  but  that  as 
he  is  absolutely  without  a  cent  to  do  it,  and  the 


Council  have  voted  that  it  should  be  done— the 
last  year's  Council— it  seems  proper  that  we 
should  furnish  the  means,  and  in  the  absence  of 
any  committee  on  finance,  it  seemed  that  the 
shortest  and  easiest  way  to  arrive  at  it  would  be 
to  ask  the  the  city  auditor  to  report  to  us  the 
means,  by  transfer  no  doubt,  by  which  the  money 
could  be  obtained.  In  order  to  suspend  the  rule 
in  order  that  the  order  can  be  passed  at  the 
present  time,  it  being  simply  a  direction  to  the 
auditor  to  report  to  us.  It  will  save  time  if  we 
pass  the  order. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed. 
Sent  up. 
record  of  controverted   election   cases. 

Mr.  Whall  offered  an  order— That  the  Com- 
mittee on  Elections  be  requested  to  prepare  and 
cause  to  be  printed  a  record  of  all  controverted 
elections  to  the  Common  Council ;  the  expense 
attending  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  printing.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

PROPOSED  NEW  BRIDGE  TO  CAMBRIDGE 

Mr.  Whall  offered  an  order— That  five  mem- 
bers of  the  Common  Council,  with  such  as  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  a  special  com- 
mittee to  consider  and  report  upon  all  matters 
relating  to  the  subject  of  the  proposed  new 
bridge  to  Cambridge.    Passed. 

KEARSARGE  BURIAL  GROUND. 

Mr.  Whall  offered  an  order— That  the  peti- 
tion of  the  trustees  of  the  grammer  school  in  the 
eastern  part  of  Roxbury,  for  the  removal  of 
bodies  from  Kearsarge  burial  ground,  be  taken 
from  the  files  of  last  year  and  referred  to  a 
special  committee  of  three  members  of  this 
Council  with  such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
may  join.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider  the  last  three 
orders;  lost. 

ALLANDALE  STREET. 

Mr.  Fowler  offered  an  order— That  the  sum 
of  S6000  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated  from 
funds  in  the  city  treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated, for  the  purpose  of  constructing  and  fin- 
ishing Allandale  street,  in  Ward  23,  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  Street  Department. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fowler,  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  when  appointed. 

CLEANING  THE   STREET    CROSSINGS. 

Mr.  Fowler  offered  an  order— That  His  Honor 
the  Mayor  he  respectfully  asked  to  communicate 
to  the  City  Council  what  arrangements,  if  any, 
he  has  made  or  caused  to  be  made,  to  have  the 
street  crossings  in  the  thickly  settled  portions  of 
the  city  kept  clean  by  mendicants. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fowler,  to  the 
Committee  on  Health  Department,  when  ap- 
pointed. 

PROPOSED  SALARY  FOR  MEMBERS  OF    THE  CITY 
COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Fowler  offered  an  order,  That  the  Com- 
mittee on  Legislative  Affairs  be  directed  to  pe- 
tition the  Legislature  to  pass  an  act  in  amend- 
ment of  the  city  charter,  which  shall  provide 
for  paying  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men of  the  city  of  Boston  an  annual  salary  of 
$720,  and  the  members  of  the  Common  Council 
of  the  city  of  Boston  an  annual  salary  of  $360, 
same  to  be  paid  out  of  the  city  treasury  in 
monthly  instalments.  Said  act  shall  also  pro- 
vide that  after  said  amendment  takes  effect  it 
shall  be  unlawful  for  the  treasurer  of  the  city  of 
Boston  to  pay  any  bills  whatever  for  badges, 
lunches  or  carriage  hire  or  travelling  expenses 
of  the  City  Council  or  any  of  the  committees  of 
said  City  Council,  unless  same  shall  have  been 
previously  specially  provided  for  by  a  concur- 
rent order  passed  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  both 
branches  of  said  City  Council,  which  shall  have 
received  the  approval  of  the  mayor. 

Mr.  Fowler  moved  to  refer  to  the  Committee 
on  Legislative  Affairs  when  appointed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  further  considera- 
tion of  the  order  was  assigned  to  8  o'clock  this 
evening. 

WASHINGTON'S  BIRTHDAY. 

Mr.  O'Mealey  offered  an  order— That  His  Hon- 
or the  Mayor  he  requested  to  instruct  the  heads 
of  the  various  departments  of  the  city  govern- 
ment to  allow  all  employees,  whose  services  can 
be  dispensed  with,   a  holiday,  without  loss  of 
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pay,  on  Washington's  birthday,  as  part  compen- 
sation for  the  services  rendered  by  such  em- 
ployees to  the  city  of  Boston. 

Passed.    Sent  np. 

Mr.  Reilly  offered  on  order— That  His  Honor 
the  Mayor  cause  the  bells  of  the  city  to  be  rung 
at  morning,  noon  and  sunset,  on  Washington's 
birthday,  and  the  flags  to  be  displayed  on  the 
public  buildings  and  grounds  on  that  day,  the 
expense  attending  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  incidental  expenses. 

Passed.    Sent  up. 

PRIMARY  SCHOOL    ON    CHARLESTOWN    NECK. 

Mr.  Coyle  offered  an  order— That  the  city 
architect  be  hereby  requested  to  include  in  his 
estimates  for  the  ensuing  financial  year  a  sum 
sufficient  to  provide  a  site  and  building  for  a 
new  primary  school  in  the  vicinity  of  Charles- 
town  Neck. 

Passed.    Sent  up. 

BADGE  FOR  THE   PRESIDENT. 

Mr.  Lauten  offered  an  order— That  the  Com- 
mittee on  Badges  be  instructed  to  procure  a 
badge  for  the  president  of  the  Common  Council, 
at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $25,  to  be  charged 
to  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Common  Council. 

Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 
moved  by  Mr.  Lauten,  and  passed.  Mr.  Lauten 
moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

THE  NAVY  YARD. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  City 
Council  of  Boston  that  the  proposed  reorganiza- 
tion of  the  Boston  Navy  Yard,  as  directed  by  the 
general  order  of  the  honorable  secretary  of  the 
navy,  No.  356,  dated  Dec.  18,  1S86,  whereby  the 
machinery,  tools  and  appliances  of  the  principal 
departments,  viz. :  Construction  and  repair, 
steam  engineering,  yard  and  dock  and  ordnance, 
will  be  transferred  to  other  stations,  or  other- 
wise disposed  of,  is  deemed  to  be  of  grave  injury 
to  the  mechanical  and  general  interests  of  this 
city,  and  will  effectually  destroy  one  of  the  most 
valuable  and  serviceable  plants  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Navy  Department,  and  remove  vast 
opportunities  for  honest  employment  of  our 
artisan  and  laboring  population. 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  City  Council,  do  here- 
by petition  the  members  of  Congress  from  this 
State  to  use  their  utmost  endeavors  to  prevent 
any  such  action. 

Specially  assigned,  on  motion  of  Mr.Whitmore, 
to  8.05  o'clock  this  evening. 

PROBATION  WORK. 

Eighth  annual  report  of  probation  work  for 
county  of  Suffolk,  for  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1886 
(City  Doc.  8).    Sent  up. 

ENGINE  HOUSE  ON  LEVERETT  STREET. 

The  following  was  received : 

Office  of  the 
Board   of  Fire  Commissioners, 
City  Hall,  Boston,  Jan.  13, 1887. 
To  the  Honorable  City  Council,  City  of  Boston. 

Gentlemen, — In  compliance  with  an  order 
adopted  by  the  City  Council  of  1886,  requesting 
the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  to  report  a  suit- 
able site,  with  the  price,  for  an  engine  house  to 
accommodate  Engine  Company  6,  now  located 
on  Wall  street,  in  Fire  District  No.  4,  the  hoard 
recommends  as  well  adapted  to  the  purpose-es- 
tates numbered  22  and  lit  on  Leverett  street, meas- 
uring thereon  about  thirty-nine  (39)  feet,  and 
running  back  a  distance  of  about  sixty-two  (6'2) 
feet,  making:  the  superficial  contents  about  2400 
square  feet.  These  estates  are  owned  by  Louis 
Rosenbaum  and  Henry  W .  Rosenbaum,  and  the 
lump  sum  of  $21,750  is  asked  for  the  property. 
The  present  assessed  valuation  is  $17,000.  The 
board  is  credibly  informed  that  the  price  paid  by 
the  present  owners  within  the  last  four  years 
was  $20,500,  in  addit.on  to  which  a  considerable 
sum  has  been  expended  for  improvements.  The 
location  is  one  that  would  afford  opportunity  for 
prompt  responses  to  all  alarms  in  that  vicinity, 
no  matter  in  what  direction  the  apparatus  might 
be  called.  There  is  the  further  consideration 
that  a  suitable  bouse  could  be  more  economical- 
ly constructed  there  than  upon  some  of  the  lower 
sites  in  that  section,  where  considerable  risk, 
trouble  and  expense  would  necessarily  be  in- 
volved in  securing  a  sale  foundation,  and  a  cel- 
lar that  would  be  dry  and  keep  dry.  The  city 
architect  has  been  consulted  and  assures  the 


board  that  a  house  suitable  for  the  needs  of  the 
department  can  be  erected  upon  this  site. 

In  the  same  order  the  board  was  asked  to  re- 
port a  proper  location  for  a  ladder  house  at  Ros- 
lindale.  Nothing  in  that  immediate  section 
seems  to  offer  greater  advantages  for  that  pur- 
pose than  the  site  now  occupied  in  part  by 
Chemical  Engine  4,  and  owned  by  the  city.  It 
lies  upon  the  corner  of  Washington  and  Poplar 
streets,  and  contains  14,729  square  feet  of  land. 
It  is  central  and  convenient  to  the  most  thickly 
settled  portion  of  that  rapidly  growingneighbor- 
hood.  The  board  recommends  the  selection  of 
this  site,  and  also  the  erection  thereon  of  a 
building  large  enough  to  accommodate  two 
pieces  of  apparatus,  with  their  respective  com- 
panies. The  part  not  used  by  the  ladder  com- 
pany could  be  utilized  by  the  chemical  engine 
now  occupying  the  premises  until  such  time  as 
the  development  of  the  place  might  make  it 
necessary  to  locate  a  steam  engine  at  that  point. 

Respectfully  submitted,  for  the  Board  of  Fire 
Commissioners. 

Robert  G.  Fitch,  Chairman. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whall,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Fire  Department  when  appointed. 
petition. 

Mr.  Coyle  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Quinlan  and  heirs,  and  others,  that  the  private 
way  called  Canal  bank  and  Sewall's  court  in 
Charlestown  be  laid  out  as  a  public  street  from 
Dorrence  to  Beacham  streets.  Referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Laying  out  and  Widening  Streets. 

PAPERS  FROM  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Notice  of  the  qualification  of  Joseph  H.  O'Neil 
as  city  clerk.    Placed  on  file. 

Report  of  fires  and  alarms  for  December. 
Placed  on  file. 

Report  of  assessors'  valuation  for  past  five 
years  (City  Doc.  10). 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  suggest  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations, 
when  appointed,  as  that  is  the  foundation  of  the 
report  which  they  must  make  as  to  the  amount 
of  money  which  the  city  can  raise  by  taxation. 
I  think  they  ought,  officially,  to  have  it  before 
them.  I  move  its  reference  to  that  committee, 
when  appointed. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations 
when  appointed. 

Order  to  repair  the  buildings  12  and  14  Beacon 
street,  and  remove  to  said  buildings  the  depart- 
ments heretofore  assigned  thereto,  at  an  esti- 
mated expense  of  $10,000.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  moved  by 
Mr.  Whall.    A  reconsideration  was  refused. 

Certificate  of  the  election  of  James  L.  Hillard 
as  clerk  of  committees. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall,  it  was  voted,  under 
a  suspension  of  the  rule,  that  the  Council  pro- 
ceed to  the  election  of  a  clerk  of  committees. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall  it  was  also  voted  that 
the  president  appoint  a  committee  of  four,  one 
from  each  division;  to  receive,  sort  and  count 
ballots,  and  the  president  appointed  Messrs.  San- 
ger, Reilly,  Coyle  and  Ladd  as  said  committee. 

The  vote  having  been  taken  and  counted  the 
cominittee  reported  as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  ballots G7 

Necessary  for  choice 34 

James  J.  Hillard  received 66 

Jolin  1'.  Brawley 1 

And  James  L.  Hillard  was  elected  clerk  of  com- 
mittees in  concurrence. 

Certificate  of  the  election  of  Alderman  Patrick 
J.  Donovan  and  Councilman  Andreas  Blume  as 
managers  of  the  Old  South  Association. 

Mr.  Fisher— I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 
that  we  may  proceed  to  ballot  the  same  as  be- 
fore. 

The  rule  was  suspended. 

Mr. Whitmore— If  there  is  no  objection,  would 
it  not  save  time  to  do  as  we  did  last  year— move 
that  the  clerk  be  directed  to  deposit  one  ballot? 
I  think,  if  there  is  no  objection,  that  it  would 
save  time,  as  I  understand  that  there  are  no 
other  candidates.  I  move,  therefore,  that  the 
clerk  he  instructed  to  deposit  one  ballot  for  Aid. 
Patrick  J.  Donovan  and  Councilman  Andreas 
Blume  as  managers  of  the  Old  South  Associa- 
tion. 

The  clerk  being  instructed  to  do  so.  cast  one 
ballot  for  Aid.  Patrick  J.  Donovan  and  Council- 
man Andreas  Blume,  who  were  accordingly  de- 
clared elected  in  concurrence. 
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EIGHT-HOUR  LAW. 

Early  in  the  session  Blr.  Short  offered  an  or- 
der—That the  mayor  be  requested  to  ask  the 
Legislature  at  its  present  session  to  enact  a  law 
providing  that  eight  hours  a  day  shall  consti- 
tute a  day's  work  for  all  laborers,  workmen,  and 
mechanics  who  may  be  employed  by  or  on  be- 
half of  the  government  of  the  city  of  Boston. 

Ordered  to  a  second  reading,  and  Mr.  Short 
moved  to  suspend  the  rule,  so  that  the  order 
might  be  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  trust  that  we  shall  not  suspend 
the  rules  to  permit  the  matter  to  be  acted  upon 
at  the  present  time.  I  think  it  is  a  matter  upon 
which  it  is  not  becoming  for  us  to  have  the 
mayor  go  to  the  State  House  and  ask  for  special 
legislation  of  this  kind  in  reference  to  the  city 
of  Boston.  It  is  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the 
citizens  of  Boston,  because  one  standard  will  be 
provided  for  the  laborers  of  the  city  of  Boston, 
and  it  will  create  discontent  and  confusion 
among  the  other  industries  of  the  city.  Perhaps 
it  is  not  pertinent  at  the  present  time  to  discuss 
the  merits  of  the  order,  the  question  being 
simply  on  the  suspension  of  the  rules.  I  do  cer- 
tainly trust  that  the  rules  will  not  be  suspended 
and  that  the  order  will  not  take  its  passage  at 
the  present  time. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  the  sus- 
pension of  the  rules. 

Mr.  Whall— I  move  that  the  matter  be  assign 
ed  to  8  o'clock. 

Mr.  Short— I  withdraw  my  motion  for  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rules. 

The  President— The  order  will  go  over. 

Mr.  Whall— Then  I  renew  the  motion  to  sus- 
pend the  rules. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  to  have  the  order  read 
once  more  for  information.  [The  clerk  read  the 
order.]  Mr.  President,  it  seems  to  me  that  this  is 
rather  rushing  things,  to  introduce  such  an 
order  at  this  stage  of  the  existence  of  this  Com- 
mon Council.  Does  the  gentleman  want  to 
draw  down  upon  the  Common  Council  of  the 
city  of  Boston  the  wrath  of  the  whole  State  and 
the  wrath  of  all  good  citizens  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton? If  he  does  he  can  take  no  more  effectual 
method  than  that  which  he  has  adopted.  Eight 
hours  is  not  a  day's  work  anywhere;  it  cannot 
be  made  a  day's  work  in  this  country  with  any 
degree  of  prosperity  or  any  hope  of  success.  The 
thing  has  been  tried  by  the  national  government 
in  years  past.  Very  likely  the  gentleman  is  not 
sufficiently  informed  upon  that  matter  or  has 
not  sufficient  age  to  enable  him  to  know  what 
has  been  done  m  the  past  as  to  this  eight-hour 
system.  If  he  had  he  would  know  that  it  had 
been  thoroughly  tried  by  a  higher  power 
than  this  City  Council  of  Boston,  and  that  it 
proved  an  utter  failure.  The  government  of  the 
United  States  tried  it,— tried  it  for  the  employees 
of  the  United  States,  tried  it  in  the  navy  yards, 
tried  it  everywhere,  and  it  failed,  most  signally 
failed,  and  it  will  fail  here.  And  it  seems  to  me 
in  view  of  the  rumors  that  are  floating  about,  in 
view  of  the  position  in  which  this  government 
stands  in  the  estimation  of  the  public,  in  view 
of  the  chances  that  its  life  maybe  short.  I  think 
the  gentleman  is  unwise  and  shows  the  unwis- 
dom of  recklessness  in  introducing  such  an 
order  as  this  at  this  time.  We  owe  something 
to  public  sentiment.  We  owe  something  to 
the  feelings  of  the  community,  and  the  feel- 
ings of  the  community  will  stamp  this  action 
as  most  absurd,  as  the  height  of  folly  on  the 
part  of  this  City  Council.  It  is  a  thing  that  can- 
not be  carried  out.  It  is  a  thing  that  cannot  be 
completed,  and  it  will  only  stamp  this  body  with 
the  stamp  of  incompetency  if  it  be  adopted, 
and  I  trust,  therefore,  that  it  will  not  be  adopted ; 
that  we  shall  not  thus  disgrace  ourselves  and 
disgrace  the  city  of  Boston  by  adopting  any  such 
scheme  as  this.  It  is  chimerical.  It  is  not 
worthy  of  men  who  are  capable  of  managing 
the  affairs  of  the  city  of  Boston.  It  is  said,  and 
it  has  been  remarked,  that  those  come  here  who 
are  not  capable.  Shall  they  show  that  they  are 
not  capable  by  introducing,  advocating  and 
passing  such  orders  as  this?  I  hope  not.  I  trust 
the  order  will  be  defeated. 

Mr.  Whall— I  now  withdraw  my  motion  to 
suspend  the  rules  and  move  that  the  whole  sub- 
ject matter  be  assigned  to  five  minutes  past  8 
this  evening. 

The  order  was  assigned  to  five  minutes  past  8. 

Later  in  the  session,  after  election  of  managers 


of  Old  South  Association,  Mr.  Short  called  up  the 
order. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ladd  it  was  voted  that  when 
the  question  on  passage  is  taken  it  be  by  yeas 
and  nays. 

Mr.  Blume— This  is  the  old,  old  story  that  we 
have  had  here  this  three  or  four  years  past,  and 
I  observe  that  the  order  is  introduced  here  to- 
night by  a  champion  of  the  labor  cause.  I  look 
upon  it  as  a  perfectly  harmless  diversion  for  the 
new  member,  because  it  can  result  in  nothing. 
Even  assuming  that  the  Legislature  of  Massa- 
chusetts should  be  so  short-sighted  and  so  blind 
to  the  interests  of  the  Commonwealth  or  to  t}ie 
interests  of  the  city  of  Boston  as  to  pass  this 
measure,  it  would  still  become,  in  my  judgment, 
nugatory.  It  cannot  be  done,  sir.  As  I  said  be- 
fore, on  a  former  occasion,  when  this  same  mat- 
ter was  up  last  year,  in  my  judgment  you  can 
make  eight  hours  a  day  answer  for  10  hours  or 
more  only  when  you  can  make  one  or  two  meals 
in  the  24  last  you.  It  is  a  question  not  of  legisla- 
tion ;  it  is  a  question  not  of  State,  municipal  or 
national  government — it  is  a  question  of  stom- 
ach. That  is  pretty  plain,  blunt,  and  homely 
language,  but  every  syllable  I  utter  in  that  re- 
gard is  true.  Tell  me  how  to  leave  off  eating 
and  I  will  tell  you  how  to  get  along  without 
working  any  hours ;  but  just  so  long  as  men  will 
have  to  eat  at  least  twice  a  day,  if  not  three 
times,  which  is  the  common  custom,  just 
so  long  will  men  have  to  work,  under  the 
present  circumstances  of  the  human  race,  and 
just  so  long  will  they  have  to  work  more  than 
eight  hours  a  day,  as  society  is  now  organized. 
I  said  before  on  a  former  occasion  that  this  is  a 
Utopian  idea.  Sir  Thomas  More,  some  hun- 
dreds of  years  ago,  wrote  a  book  called  "Utopia," 
in  which  he  pictured  the  most  perfect  condition 
of  human  society  that  the  imagination  could  in- 
vent. But  did  Sir  Thomas  More  or  any  phil- 
osopher or  statesman  ever  attempt  to  put  that 
idea  into  execution  and  succeed  even  partially? 
The  whole  business  is  ridiculous  and  can  be 
summed  up  in  one  word,  and  that  word  is  non- 
sense. The  city  of  Boston  employs  a  great  many 
people;  the  State  of  Massachusetts  employs  a 
number  of  others,  and  our  innumerable  manu- 
facturing companies  employ  still  more.  Will 
any  man  in  his  sober  senses  pretend  in  this  or 
any  other  body,  that  if  the  Legislature  of  Massa- 
chusetts should  pass  an  eight-hour  law  for  the 
city  of  Boston  that  it  would  become  the  logical 
result  that  they  would  have  to  pass  an  eight- 
hour  law  for  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts ;  and  if  so.  I  ask  any  gentleman  in  his  sober 
senses  what  the  manufacturing  interests  of 
Massachusetts  would  do  on  an  eight-hour  law 
when  in  Rhode  Island,  New  York,  Maine  and  all 
the  surrounding  States  a  nine  or  ten-hour  law  is 
enforced.  Won't  it  bankrupt  every  manufacturer 
in  Massachusetts  if  you  do  such  a  thing?  Un- 
doubtedly the  gentleman  who  introduced  this 
.  order  and  other  gentlemen  in  years  past,  who 
have  introduced  similar  orders,  will  claim 
that  this  thing  benefits  the  laboring  man.  This 
gentleman  is  the  friend  of  the  laboring  man.  I 
think,  sir,  if  such  a  measure  could  be  carried 
out  that  the  laboring  man  would  have  to 
exclaim,  as  have  sometime  other  people  ex- 
claimed, "God  save  me  from  my  friends,  for  I  can 
defend  myself  against  my  enemies  myself."  Is 
this  a  measure  that  would  result  beneficently  to 
the  laboring  man?  Is  there  a  laboring  man 
among  you  here  that  ever  lived  up  to  any  pre- 
tence of  an  eight-hour  law  that  amounts  to  a 
bag  of  wind?  Is  there  a  thrifty  Irishman  or 
Dutchman  or  Yankee  in  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  that  has  a  dollar  in  the  savings 
bank  or  a  house  to  shelter  him,  that  ever  stood 
up  for  an  eight-hour  law.  It  has  been  my  good 
fortune,  Mr.  President,  repeatedly — 

Mr.  Corcoran— If  the  gentleman  desires  me 
to  answer  that  question,  1  will  do  so. 

Mr.  Blume— Certainly. 

Mr.  Corcoran — I  think  I  can  answer  it.  I 
have  been  employed  where  they  work  eight 
hours  a  day  for  the  last  six  or  seven  years,  and  I 
am  employed  there  today,  and  so  are  hundreds 
of  others  employed  the  same  as  I  have  been  and 
am  now ;  and  I  can  certainly  sa  y  that  eight  hours 
a  day  has  done  me  a  considerable  good.  It  has 
done  others  who  have  been  employed  where  I 
have  been  the  same  amount  of  good,  and,  there- 
fore, I  do  not  desire  the  gentleman  to  infer  that 
there  are  no  instances  of  this  kind  that  can  be 
brought  up. 
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Mr.  Blume— I  believe  I  have  the  floor,  Mr. 
President,  not  that  I  desire  to  shirt  the  gentle- 
man off  from  his  question  by  any  means ;  but  I 
do  not  think  I  can  give  him  any  better  opportu- 
nity of  putting  his  view  of  the  case  than  by 
going  on  and  letting  him  give  his  history  of  his 
own  view  of  the  case  afterward.  I  will  cheer- 
fully accord  him  any  question  that  he  may  de- 
sire to  ask,  but  if  he  desires  to  debate  the  ques- 
tion he  may  do  so  when  I  am  done,  as  J  will 
be  very  brief  in  my  remarks.  I  say  it  has 
been  rny  fortune  to  have  come  m  con- 
tact with  a  great  many  laboring  men,  and 
as  I  have  said  frequently  to  the  old  members. 
this  is  a  thrice-told  tale  hummed  in  the  ears  of 
a  drowsy  man.  The  old  members  have  heard 
every  word  that  I  have  repeated  here,  but  there 
are  a  great  many  new  members,  and  this  matter 
may  be  new  to  them,  or  many  of  them,  and  I 
must  necessarily  repeat  myself.  I  have  myself, 
from  the  foundations  of  my  young  boyhood, 
been  a  laboring  boy  and  man.  As  I  have  said,  I 
have  come  in  contact  with  hundreds  of  poor 
men,  and  I  have  sometimes  asked  them  what 
they  thought  about  the  eight-hour  law— the 
proposed  eight-hour  law.  It  you  could  hear 
some  of  their  answers,  plain  and  blunt— and 
they  are  plain,  blunt  men,  every-day  laboring 
men,  it  would  surprise  you.  They  have  some- 
thing laid  up  in  the  savings  bank,  their  little 
house,  and  as  they  clear  off  the  mortgage  I  say- 
to  them,  Now  I  suppose  you  are  an  eight-hour 
man.  I  won't  answer  the  ways  some  of  you 
answer  me.    You  know  what  that  is. 

Mr.  Tracey— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man a  question.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man if  he  is  aware  of  the  fact  that  there  is  a 
certain  branch  of  industry  working  today  in  the 
city  of  Boston,  only  eight  hours  a  day,  and  pros- 
pering under  it. 

Mr.  Blume— I  have  been  told  that  men  in  the 
fire  rooms  on  steamships  on  the  Suez  canal  work 
only  four  or  five  hours  a  day  because  human  en- 
durance cannot  undergo  any  more. 

Mr.  Tracey— I  hardly  think  that  answers  my 
question.  I  am  speaking  of  men  working  in  in- 
dustries in  the  city  of  Boston  today  under  the 
eight-hour  system.  I  asked  the  gentleman  if  he 
was  aware  of  the  fact  that  men  were  working  in 
the  city  today  under  the  eight-hour  system  and 
prospering  under  it— that  is  my  question. 

Mr.  Blume— I  will  venture  to  say  in  the  same 
line  of  argument  or  answer  which  I  have  already 
made,  that  there  are  men  working  in  the  city  of 
Boston  today  six  or  seven  hours  for  all  I  know, 
and  it  is  very  fitting  and  proper  that  tliey  should 
not  work  any  more  because  the  work  may  be  of 
such  severe  hardship  that  they  cannot  do  more 
than  five,  six  or  seven  hours'  work  daily.  That 
will  regulate  itself ;  but  to  make  the  general 
laborers  of  the  city  of  Boston  come  within  this 
eight-hour  law  is  simply  nonsense.  We  all  have 
seen  the  city  laborers.  We  have  seen  the  grace- 
ful sweep  of  the  broom  on  the  Common  as 
though  they  were  going  to  dance  a  minuet.  We 
have  seen  the  men  with  all  their  might  lifting  a 
pick  in  the  street— and  I  am  not  making  fun  of 
the  laboring  man  at  all ;  if  there  is  a  friend  of 
the  labelling  man  in  all  sincerity  in  this  cham- 
ber I  call  myself  such.  But  as  I  say, we  have  seen 
them  lift  their  mighty  picks  and  let  them  fall 
terribly  exhausted.  Perhaps  the  gentleman  will 
ask  me  next  if  I  could  do  the  same  thing  and  not 
be  more  exhausted.  I  say  that  the  laboring  men 
of  the  city  of  Boston  do  not  need  your  help. 
They  do  not  ask  your  legislation.  There  is  no 
petition  here  from  the  masses  of  the  laboring 
men  of  the  city  of  Boston.  The  city  of  Boston 
is  not  an  oppressor  of  the  laboring  man.  It 
doesn't  crowd  anybody  very  terribly.  We  all 
know  that  when  it  was  within  the  province  of 
the  Board  and  of  the  members  of  the  Common 
'Jouncil  to  bestow  favors  in  the  way  of  getting 
them  places  on  the  city  work  we  were  besieged. 
I  used  to  have  my  office  thronged  three  years 
ago  by  laboring  men  for  tickets,  as  they  were 
called.  They  had  a  certain  idea  that  members 
of  the  Council  and  Board  of  Aldermen  espe- 
cially had  gifts  to  bestow  in  the  way  of  tickets, 
and  that  we  would  say,  "There  is  a  ticket  that 
will  entitle  you  to  go  to  City  Hall  and  get  work." 
Now  if  these  poor  tellows  were  so  terribly  op- 
pressed with  overwhelming  hard  work  they 
would  not  have  clamored  for  it.  Men  do 
not  run  after  that  kind  of  work  that  op- 
presses them.  Now  I  will  give  you  an  open  secret 
m  regard  to  the  majority  of  the  laboring  men  of 


the  city  of  Boston,  that  after  they  have  been  in 
the  employ  of  the  city  of  Boston  for  a  time  they 
cannot  get  anything  else  to  do.  Why?  Because 
they  are  such  easy-going  fellows  and  they  have 
such  a  splendid  time,  that  nobody  would  give  a 
snap  for  them.  That  is  true.  They  will  tell  you 
so  themselves.  People  will  say  to  them.  "Where 
have  you  been  at  work  for  the  last  two,  three  or 
five  years?"  "I  have  been  at  work  for  the  city." 
"'Well,  I  don't  want  you."  And  that  settles  it. 
Working  for  the  city  of  Boston  is  not  a  passport 
fit  to  promotion ;  it  is  rather  a  designation  that 
they  are  a  lot  of  lazy,  easy-going,  good-for-noth- 
ing fellows :  gentlemen,  go  on  and  ask  legislation 
for  this  privilege,  but  do  not  pretend  that  you 
are  doing  the  laboring  man  any  good.  You  are 
humbugging  the  laboring  man.  The  laboring 
man  will  undeceive  you.  Ask  your  laboring- 
man  if  he  asks  you  to  do  that  for  him ;  and  if  he 
has  got  any  brains  or  any  wit  or  anything  ahead 
in  the  world,  he  will  tell  you,  "No,  I  know  the 
number  of  hours  I  want  to  work.  Let  me  alone ; 
I  want  none  of  your  petitions  to  the  Legislature 
through  the  mayor  ot  Boston,  I  will  take  care  of 
myself." 

Mr.  Short— Mr.  President.  [Loud  applause  in 
the  galleries.] 

The  President — I  desire  to  say  here  now  to 
the  galleries,  that  it  is  only  by  the  courtesy  of 
the  Council  that  they  are  allowed  to  remain  hi 
the  galleries.  The  Chair  will  ask  that  they  pre- 
serve order,  if  they  desire  to  remain  spectators, 
and  if  they  do  not  do  so  the  Chair  will  order  the 
galleries  closed. 

Mr.  Short — I  do  not  ask  the  privilege  of 
speaking  to  offer  any  argument  or  to  give  any 
reasons  why  this  order  should  be  passed.  I  think 
it  quite  unnecessary  to  do  so,  because  there  has 
been  no  subject  so  thoroughly  ventilated,  so 
much  talked  about,  and  so  frequently  sifted,  as 
has  this  eight-hour  question.  It  was  the  great 
hobby  and  the  supposed  stumbling-block  in  the 
recent  political  campaign.  There  were  various 
reasons  for  and  against,  as  I  understand,  offered 
in  this  Council  chamber  in  regard  to  the  passage 
of  this  or  a  similar  order.  Your  valuable  time 
might  be  taken  up  to  a  remarkable  ex- 
tent in  discussing  the  question,  but  there  is 
not  the  slightest  necessity  for  it._  I  there- 
fore will  not  impose  upon  your  patience  in  or- 
der to  do  so.  I  wish  to  thank  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  11,  who  stated  openly  and  distinctly 
that  he  was  a  friend  of  the  laboring  man, and  cast, 
(as  has  been  done  here  before  within  a  limi- 
ted time)  certain  insinuations  which  proved 
that  he  was  not  the  friend  of  the  laboring  man 
or  was  intoxicated  with  the  exuberance  of  his 
own  verbosity  or  suffering  from  inability  to  talk 
intelligibly.  I  trust  that  each  and  every  mem- 
ber of  this  body  will  have  the  moral  courage  to 
vote  according  to  his  honest  conviction,  and 
make  a  sensible,  legal  effort  to  settle  this  much- 
disputed  question.  And  in  conclusion  I  ask 
those  who  kave  taken  an  impartial  and  unpre- 
judiced view  of  the  matter  to  vote  for  the  pas- 
sage of  this  order. 

Mr.  Gomez— Mr.  President,  and  gentlemen  of 
the  Council.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  are  arguing 
here  on  a  question  that,  if  we  are  afraid  to  take 
upon  our  own  shoulders,  it  is  very  easy  to  trans- 
fer .  The  order  that  is  before  us  this  evening 
is  simply  that  the  mayor  be  requested  to 
petition  the  Legislature  that  an  act  be 
enacted.  Now.  if  we  are  afraid  here 
in  this  body  to  place  ourselves  on  record  for  or 
against  the  workingmen,  if  we  are  afraid  here  to 
say  that  the  city  government  itself  should  say 
how  nuuiy  hours  the  working  people  of  Boston 
should  have  for  a  day's  work— that  is,  those  em- 
ployed by  the  city  of  Boston,  and,«as  I  understand 
it,  this  order  simply  covers  the  employees  of  the 
city  of  Boston — then  certainly,  by  allowing  it  tolgo 
to  the  Legislature  those  of  us  who  are  are  afrii  id 
to  place  ourselves  upon  record  can  easily  shirk 
the  matter  and  place  it  upon  the  shoulders  of 
the  Legislature.  I  for  one  would  prefer  that  the 
matter  he  settled  here.  I  think  that  this  city 
government  can  say  how  many  hours  its  own 
men  should  work  and  how  many  hours  they 
should  not  work.  But  since  the  order  says  that 
the  State  Legislature  shall  settle  it,  why  not  let 
it  go  there?  Let  the  mayor  petition  the  Legis- 
lature, and  let  the  Legislature  settle  it. 
I  am  afraid,  gentlemen,  that  the  Legislature  will 
say  no.  I  am  afraid  that  the  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts  has  not  yet  opened  its  eyes  to  the 
fact  that  the  working  people  of  this  country  in- 
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tend  and  will  have  a  say  in  its  legislation.  I  am 
satisfied  year  after  year  the  working  people  have 
heen  voting  with  one  party  and  with  another  in 
the  hope  that  it  will  meet,  not  simply  with 
recognition,  but  that  it  will  meet  with  a  simple 
matter  of  mercy  from  the  people  who  legislate. 
We  who  study  political  economy,  who  go  to  col- 
leges and  read  the  histories,  know  that  all  revo- 
lutions spring  from  the  masses,  and  from  the 
poorer  classes  of  the  masses.  I  think  that  could 
have  been  understood  without  saying,  because 
the  masses  always,  as  a  general  thing,  in- 
clude the  poorer  classes.  Now,  gentlemen, 
this  country  is  a  democracy,  and  there  is  no 
beating  about  the  bush,  there  is  no  swerving  one 
way  or  the  other.  We  must  one  day  or  another 
admit  this  fact,  that  the  working  people  of  this 
country  have  much  to  say,  and  the  sooner  we  be- 
gin to  think  of  them  the  better  for  us.  I  think 
that  today  a  gentleman  who  will  stand  on  this 
floor  or  any  floor  and  argue  against  eight  hours 
for  a  days'  work  upon  a  fair  and  square  consider- 
ation should  think  how  he  himself  would  feel. 
He  wouldn't  care  about  working  over  eight 
hours  a  day.  And  when  any  gentleman 
will  stand  on  the  floor  of  this  chamber 
and  say  that  the  city  laborers,— and  when 
I  say  city  laborers  I  mean  the  hard- 
working people,  the  men  who  dig  in  the  streets, 
the  men  who  punch  down  the  pavements  in  our 
streets,  the  men  who  work  in  the  snow  or  under 
the  boiling  sun,  and  in  the  sewers,  where  they 
are  taking  their  chances  with  life  and  death, — 
I  say  I  think  those  men  work  hard,  and  I  think 
it  a  very  severe  reflection  upon  the  men  to  say 
that  they  enter  upon  their  work  or  retire  from 
it  in  the  clownish  way  of  lifting  up  their  hands, 
which  the  gentleman  has  described,  or  waltzing, 
in  or  waltzing  out  of  it.  I  tell  you,  gentleman, 
those  men  work  hard.  If  you.  doubt  it,  go  out 
in  the  winter  time  and  look  at  them  work,  or  go 
out  in  the  summer  time  and  look  at  them  work. 
Stand  one  hour  and  look  at  them  without  doing 
anything  at  all,  only  stand  there  in  the  street 
as  a  contractor  would ;  you  will  find  that  the 
contractor  himself  has  a  tanned  skin,  simply 
from  the  exposure  from  standing  out  and  look- 
ing on  and  ordering  his  men.  There  is  nothing 
very  playful  about  the  workingmen  of  the  city 
of  Boston,  and  I  am  surprised  to  see  that  a  gen- 
tleman, who  has  been  in  the  city  government  as 
long  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11,  should  try 
to  make  us  believe  that  they  play  at  work.  In  the 
course  of  his  remarks  he  doubted  the  probability 
of  a  man  working  eight  hours  a  day  and  mak- 
ing enough  to  feed  himself  twice  a  day.  There 
is  a  class  of  men,  gentlemen,  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, who  work  eight  hours  a  clay,  and  get  paid 
$3.50  for  that  work,  and  the  majority  of  them 
own  their  little  houses.  I  refer  to  the  ship 
caulkers  and  carpenters  of  the  city  of  Boston, 
who  work  on  old  work,  and  they  are  numerous. 
These  men  only  work  eight  hours  a  day,  and  no 
man  who  would  work  more  would  be  permitted 
to  appear  in  their  associations  or  work  with 
them.  Gentlemen,  I  am  sorry  that  I  have  to 
say  this,  that  no  man  who  dared  to  work  more 
would  appear  in  their  association ;  but  the  work- 
ing-people of  this  country  have  come  to  this  con- 
clusion, that  if  the  elective  legislators  of 
this  country,  municipal  and  State,  will 
not  legislate  for  them,  they  must  take 
this  law  into  their  own  hands,  the  law  of  human 
rights,  and  legislate  for  themselves.  That  is 
why  we  have  labor  leagues.  That  is  why  we 
have  organizations  from  one  end  of  the  country 
to  the  other  that  are  threatening  the  Republic 
today.  Now,  gentlemen,  I  know  what  may  be 
said  against  me  for  daring  to  stand  up  in  this 
place  tonight  and  speak  as  I  have  spoken.  I 
am  a  demagogue.  But  I  am  not  ashamed  of  the 
accusation,  if  such  an  accusation  be  made ;  for 
if  speaking  for  human  rights  will  cause  any  man 
to  be  accused  of  being  a  demagogue,  then,  gen- 
tlemen, I  am  pleased  to  be  one.  We  are  here  to 
speak  for  what  is  right  and  denounce  what  is 
wrong.  The  question  is  a  simple  one.  We  are 
not  here  deciding  whether  we  shall  give  the 
city  laborers  eight  hours  or  not.  The  question  is 
simply,  shall  the  Legislature  decide  it  for  us  or 
not?  The  question  is,  shall  the  rule 
be  suspended,  and  shall  the  order  pass? 
I  see  no  reason  why  it  should  not.  We  do  not 
take  it  upon  ourselves.  Go  up  to  the  Legislature 
with  this  matter,  and  leave  it  with  them  and  in 
their  hands,  and  if  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
in  her  integrity,  sees  fit  that  this  law  should 


pass,  then  let  it  be  said  that  Boston  was  the  first 
locality  in  the  State  to  suggest  the  move. 

Mr.  Richards— 1  hope  this  motion  will  not 
prevail.  I  do  so  for  three  different  reasons.  In 
the  first  place,  I  do  so  because  this  is  a  direct  at- 
tack upon  the  charter  which  we  have  only  had 
in  use  about  a  year.  A  charter,  gentlemen,  of 
which  the  mayor  of  the  city  of  Boston  has  ap- 
proved, and  which  we  should  stand  by  and  give 
a  fair  test  to.  The  mayor  and  the  heads  of  de- 
partments, have  it  in  their  power  to  do  as  they 
please  about  the  employment  of  labor,  and  if  8 
hours  would  suffice  to  produce  better  work,  it  is 
in  their  discretion  to  do  so.  But,  furthermore.  I 
am  opposed  to  this  measure  because  the  city  of 
Boston  is  today  running  close  hauled  and  sailing 
directly  in  the  eye  of  the  wind.  If  it  veers  to 
one  side  or  the  other  it  will  be  in  a  condition  of 
financial  distress.  Today  we  have  not  the  power 
to  more  than  pay  the  limited  expenses  of  the 
various  departments.  I  am  also  opposed  to  this 
measure,  because  if  you  inflict  this  eight-hour 
law  upon  us,  then  you  will  be  injuring  the  labor- 
ing man  of  the  city  of  Boston.  Every  man  who 
works  eight  hours  only  will  increase  the  ex- 
penses of  his  own  household ;  every  house  in  the 
city  of  Boston  will  cost  every  individual  who 
buys  just  so  much  more  for  expense  incurred, 
and  the  city  of  Boston  will  be  put  to  greater  ex- 
pense because  of  the  extra  money  it  will  have  to 
pay  for  laboring  men  in  its  employ.  I  therefore 
hope  this  measure  will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Leary — I  only  want  to  say  one  word  to 
contradict  some  statements  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  11.  He  requested  somebody  to 
tell  him  of  men  who  worked  but  eight  hours  a 
day,  and  prospered.  I  might  tell  him  that  about 
all  printers,  clerks,  salesmen,  cigar  makers  and 
numerous  others  do.  He  also  said  that  the  labor- 
ing man  did  not  seek  by  petition  for  eight  hours. 
Well,  lean  inform  him  that  they  have  a  new 
method  of  asking,  through  an  organization 
-known  as  the  Knights  of  Labor;  and  if  he  re- 
members some  time  last  season  the  immense  par- 
ade they  had,  and  then  can  form  the  conclusion 
that  every  one  of  those  men  would  willingly  sign 
a  petition  for  eight  hours,  he  would  understand 
pretty  nearly  how  much  is  asked  for. 
Another  thing  that  I  wish  to  speak  about  and 
correct  the  gentleman  in,  is  his  statement 
that  the  laboring  men  in  general,  or  in  substance 
he  said  that,  are  a  lot  of  lazy  men,  and  after  they 
work  for  the  city  a  while  they  don't  amount  to 
much.  Now  he  referred  to  men  sweeping  the 
streets.  I  took  occasion  about  a  year  ago  to  try 
one  of  those  brooms  at  a  crossing,  and  I  will 
guarantee  that  the  gentleman  cannot  handle 
one  of  those  brooms  for  half  an  hour.  In  fact,  if 
it  was  in  order,  I  would  bet  with  him  $5  that  he 
could  not  keep  it  up  for  two  hours.  It  is  a  very 
hard  task,  though  it  looks  very  simple.  But  I 
think  there  is  a  certain  amount  of  science  at- 
tached to  it.  It  may  seem  a  laughable  arfair 
but  let  anybody  who  is  not  used  to  it  get  hold 
of  one  of  those  brooms  and  try  to  sweep  the 
crossing,  and  he  will  think  there  are  about  a 
hundred  pounds  of  mud  on  the  other  end. 
Now,  another  instance  in  regard  to  the  pick. 
Out  in  this  hall  I  have  been  informed  only  this 
evening  that  the  men  there  are  only  allowed 
one  half  hour  for  dinner.  I  only  know  that  from 
hearing  it  from  the  people  working  out  there. 
I  can  cite  numerous  instances  to  show  that  the 
laboring  men  haven't  such  an  easy  time  as  the 

fentleman  has  pretended  and  tried  to  make  you 
elieve.  It  is  no  easy  matter  in  the  first  place  to 
get  up  at  4  o'clock  in  the  morning.  I  only  see 
them  when  I  am  out  all  night.  They  have  to 
get  up  at  4  o'clock  in  the  morning  and  work  un- 
til 5  o'clock  in  the  evening.  They  work  12  and 
14  hours  in  the  day ;  and  I  hope  this  order  will 
pass.  I  think  it  is  a  good  thing  and  ought  1o 
come.  Labor-saving  machinery  and  labor-saving 
devices  of  all  kinds  have  made  it  perfectly  pos- 
sible that  it  should  come. 

Mr.  Fowler— I  move  that  the  order  before  the 
Council  should  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Whail- I  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  should  certainly  hope  that  this 
would  be  indefinitely  postponed,  and  therefore 
that  the  previous  question  will  not  be  ordered, 
as  I  understand  that  it  will  cut  off  the  motion  to 
indefinitely  postpone.  Am  I  right  in  that,  Mr. 
President?  I  understand  that  the  motion  for 
the  previous  question  cuts  off  the  motion  to  in- 
definitely postpone. 

The  President— It  does. 
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Mr.  Ladd— I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  motion 
for  the  previous  question  will  not  prevail,  be- 
cause it  seems  to  me  perfectly  clear  that  we 
ought  to  end  this  matter  right  here  in  some  way, 
and  ought  not  to  allow  it  to  go  any  further. 
When  this  matter  came  up  last  year  an  estimate 
was  made  of  the  additional  expense  that  it 
would  he  to  the  city  of  Boston  to  inaugurate  an 
eight-hour  system,  and  that  estimate  was,  and  it 
was  made  under  the  direction  of  His  Honor  the 
Mayor,  that  the  additional  expense  would  be  one 
million  and  a  half  dollars  or  in  that  neighbor- 
hood. Now  are  we  prepared  to  spend  in  the 
city  of  Boston  for  labor  of  that  class  one  million 
and  a  half  more  dollars  than  we  expended  last 
year?  If  not  then  I  say  that  we  ought  to  defeat 
this  order  here  and  now,  because  we  are  in  no 
condition  to  spend  any  more  money,  and  I  would 
add  that  our  streets  were  in  none  too  good  con- 
dition last  year.  Were  they  any  too  well  cared 
for,  were  they  extended  any  further  than  they 
ought  to  have  been? 

Mr.  Whail- I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
call  for  the  previous  question  is  not  debata- 
ble. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  beg  leave  to  differ  with  the  gen- 
tleman. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  not  well 
taken.  Under  Rule  27  there  are  10  minutes  al- 
lowed for  debate,  three  minutes  to  each 
member,  using  up  the  10  minutes. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  trust  that  this  matter  will  be 
stopped  here,  and  that  we  will  not  put  our- 
selves on  record  as  in  favor  of  any  such  folly  as 
this. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I 
was  pleased  to  hear  the  Chair  quote  Rule  27.  I 
would  ask  him  to  rule  on  the  latter  part  of  it : 
"In  such  debate  the  merits  of  the  main  question 
shall  not  be  discussed."  It  seems  to  me  that  he 
is  not  talking  to  the  question. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  will  endeavor  to  keep  within  the 
rules,  and  I  arn  endeavoring  to  keep  within  the 
rules.  I  will  state  merely  the  reason  why  I  trust 
that  the  previous  question  will  not  be  ordered, 
so  that  there  may  be  an  opportunity  to  indefi- 
nitely postpone  this  matter.  The  reasons  are 
that  we  stop  it  here,  and^f  it  is  indefinitely  post- 
poned it  will  stop  here. 

Mi'.  Whall— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  My 
point  of  order  is  that  the  gentleman  has  already 
spoken  three  minutes  and  is  not  entitled  to  the 
floor. 

The  President— The  gentleman  has  half  a 
minute  more. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  trust  that  my  time  will  not  be  cut 
down  on  account  of  the  interruptions  that  have 
already  been  made.  I  think  the  Chair  should 
take  into  account  the  interruptions  that  have 
already  been  made.  The  only  place  where  a 
thing  of  this  kind  can  be  started  and  success- 
fully carried  through  is  in  public  sentiment,  and 
public  sentiment  can  be  made  to  be  felt  among 
private  individuals  and  corporations,  and  not 
alone  among  public  corporations  like  the  city  of 
Boston.  That  is  the  proper  field  in  which  to 
work,  and  when  you  create  publio  sentiment — 

Mr.  Whall — 1  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  Thirty- 
six  seconds  having  expired  since  the  ruling  of 
the  Chair,  the  gentleman  is  not  entitled  to  the 
floor. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  think  I  should  have  a  longer  time 
on  account  of  the  interruptions  that  have  al- 
ready been  made. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  take  into 
consideration  that  the  gentleman  has  been  in- 
terrupted a  great  many  times,  and  the  Chair  will 
allow  the  gentleman  to  proceed. 

Mr.  Ladd— That  is  the  proper  place  for  this 
agitation  to  be  made,  and  when  the  time  comes, 
if  it  ever  comes,  that  private  individuals  go  into 
the  market  and  are  asked  and  expected  to — 

Mr.  Gomez— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
gentleman  is  speaking  to  an  indefinite  postpone- 
ment, and  if  I  am  not  mistaken  he  so  mentioned 
a  while  ago,  and  I  claim  that  this  is  not  the 
motion  before  the  house.  The  motion  before 
the  house  is  on  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Ladd — As  the  previous  question  will  cut 
off  the  motion  for  the  indefinite  postponement, 
if  it  is  carried,  and,  if  it  is  not  carried,  the  ques- 
tion will  come  on  indefinite  postponement,  I 
think  I  have  a  right  to  speak  to  the  question  of 
indefinite  postponement,  and  I  hope  that  the 
gentleman  will  not  interrupt. 


The  President— The  Chair  would  rule  the 
point  of  order  not  well  taken. 

Mr.  Ladd — Now  if  we  can  bring  it  to  that  point 
that  private  employers  will  make  eight  hours  a 
day's  labor  for  their  employees,  and  do  it  fairly 
and  squarely,  without  force  being  brought  to 
bear — and  force  ought  not  to  be  brought  to  bear 
in  any  case  where  people  expect  to  make  a  con- 
tract; force  invalidates  a  contract,  and  oughtr 
not  to  be  brought  in— 

Mi'.  Leary— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I  think 
that  the  gentleman  has  the  Democrats  thor- 
oughly organized,  and  he  has  taken  over  four 
minutes. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  hope  that  the  main  question 
will  be  put,  because  I  think  every  member  here 
has  made  up  his  mind  as  to  how  he  intends  to 
vote,  and  the  vote  is  also  to  be  taken  by  yeas 
and  nays.  I  think  that  the  main  question  will 
be  ordered,  because  the  old  members  have 
heard  all  the  eloquence  of  the  members  from 
Wards  10  and  11  during  the  last  year,  and 
the  new  members  have  now  had  a  chance  to 
hear  them,  and  I  think  we  have  got  all  the  light 
that  we  will  from  that  source.  I  hope  that  the 
previous  question  will  now  be  put. 

Mr.  Carroll— I  hope  that  the  main  question 
will  be  ordered,  and  that  the  order  will  not  be 
indefinitely  postponed.  The  gentleman  states 
that  if  private  sentiment  is  first  brought  to  bear 
on  this  question,  then  will  be  the  time  for  the 
city  to  inaugurate  their  movement.  I  say  today 
that  private  sentiment  has  taken  hold  of  this 
matter.  After  the  1st  day  of  April  next  the  mas- 
ter builders  of  the  city  of  Boston,  the  biggest 
employers  of  private  labor  in  the  city  of  Boston, 
are  going  to  inaugurate  a  system  of  nine  hours 
a  day,  and  I  say  that  the  city  of  Boston  should 
go  ahead  of  them  and  come  down  to  eight  hours 
a  day.  Those  people  who  have  to  work  out- 
doors in  the  heat  of  summer  and  the  cold  of 
winter  know  the  difference  between  a  long  and 
a  short  day,  and  I  think,  for  one,  that  this  Coun- 
cil should  start  in  at  once  and  inaugurate  a 
movement  backed  up  by  the  national  govern- 
ment and  backed  up  by  the  movement  on  foot 
in  the  city  of  Boston.  I  hope  that  the  motion 
will  prevail,  and  that  the  main  question  will  be 
ordered. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  This 
matter  is  a  special  assignment  under  a  special 
order  of  business  under  Rule  17,  and  I  understand 
the  point  was  made  last  year  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  25  that  the  rule  had  to  be  suspended 
as  much  for  a  special  assignment  under  Rule  17, 
as  if  it  were  primarily  introduced  ;  and  I  trust 
that  the  Chair's  ruling  on  that  point  of 
order  will  be  in  that  way,  that  this  order  can- 
not be  passed  unless  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  gentleman  who  has  just 
spoken  has  alluded  to  a  point  of  order  made  at 
one  of  the  meetings  of  the  last  year's  city  gov- 
ernment, sir.  Mr.  Lee  of  Ward  25,  who  had  pre- 
viously raised  tne  point  of  order,  called  the  at- 
tention of  the  Chair  to  the  fact  that  he  was  mis- 
quoting the  record,  that  his  objection  was  to  the 
fact  that  the  order  required  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  because,  if  I  remember  rightly,  it  was  an 
order  for  the  appropriation  of  the  expenditure 
of  money,  that  point  was  pointed  out,  and  there- 
fore I  think,  sir,  with  all  due  deference  to  the 
gentleman,  that  he  is  misleading  the  Chair  in 
giving  the  ruling  of  his  predecessor  last 
year.  I  think  that  the  effect  of  that 
rule,  and  I  think  I  can  speak  intelligently 
in  regard  to  it,  as  having  been  on  the 
committee  reporting  the  rule,  was  that  the  mat- 
ter should  be  assigned  to  some  later  time  in  the 
day,  and  then  if  there  was  no  reason  why  they 
should  not  take  their  second  reading  they  should 
do  so.  The  case  to  which  the  gentleman  refers 
was  a  peculiar  one,  and  it  would  not  be  neces- 
sary to  move  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  and  it  was 
to  that  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  25  ob- 
jected. I  think  the  gentleman  will  acknowledge 
that  it  is  a  great  deal  better  at  the  present  time 
for  him  to  have  the  opinion  put  on  record,  which 
I  think  the  Chair  will  make,  that  when  a  matter 
has  been  introduced  and  assigned  to  a  later  period 
in  the  day  it  is  then  to  be  considered  and  ad- 
opted at  that  time;  the  whole  object  being  to 
take  away  all  debate  from  the  first  half  hour 
during  which  such  matters  are  introduced,  and 
not  to  prevent  further  consideration  of   them 
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even  on  the  same  day.  I  will  further  state,  sir, 
that  the  Committee  on  Rules  will  tonight  report 
a  different  wording  of  that  very  rule,  intended 
to  carry  out  that  very  idea,  and  such,  I  claim, 
was  the  intent  of  the  rule  last  year,  although  it 
was  not  perhaps  quite  so  clear  as  it  should  have 
been.  The  committee  of  the  present  year,  as  the 
gentleman  will  see  in  their  report  (Document 
Xo.  7),  have  attempted  to  make  the  matter  a 
little  clearer,  exactly  in  this  line,  and  I  am  as- 
sured a  gentleman  who  introduces  as  many 
orders  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  does  in 
the  first  half  hour,  will  see  the  advantage  of  just 
such  a  ruling  of  the  Chair  as  I  have  indicated ; 
that  when  a  matter  comes  up,  having  been  as- 
signed, it  is  open  for  consideration,  and  certain- 
ly under  our  rules  it  must  require  a  suspension 
of  the  rules  to  take  it  up.  But  this  order  is  not 
one  of  that  class. 

Mr.  Wilson — I  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege.  I 
do  not  desire  th  e  gentleman  to  give  the  impression 
that  I  raised  the  point  of  order  either  to  mislead 
the  Chair  or  to  misquote  the  records  of  last  year. 
I  did  neither.  Before  I  raised  the  point  of  order 
I  had  carefully  examined  the  record  of  the 
meeting  at  which  the  point  of  order  was  raised 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  25  and  I  can  dis- 
tinctly state  that  those  minutes  do  not  show 
that  the  question  was  at  all  based  upon  the  point 
that  the  order  involved  the  expenditure  of 
money.  The  motion  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  25,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection, 
was  simply  that  matters  which  had  been  as- 
signed under  that  rule  required  a  suspension  of 
the  rule  just  as  much  as  they  did  when  they 
were  were  first  entered,  and  subsequently  when 
I  raised  the  point  of  order  he  took  the  point  that 
it  was  a  matter  involving  the  expenditure  of 
money  and  therefore  the  point  of  order  did  not 
apply.  I  would  be  very  happy  to  have  the  Chair 
rule  upon  the  question  in  order  that  it  may  he 
settled.  It  was  not  settled  when  the  point  of  or- 
der was  first  raised  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
25.  I  object  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  intimating  that  I  either  mislead  the  Council 
or  misquote  the  gentleman  from  Ward  25.  Such 
was  not  my  intention.  My  own  impression  is 
that  when  the  point  of  order  was  hrst  raised 
there  was  no  question  of  finance  at  all.  That 
qnestiou  was  subsequently  put  in  in  a  very  co- 
vert manner,  and  the  point  of  order  has  never 
been  ruled  upon.  Mr.  President,  I  would  re- 
quest your  ruling  upon  the  point  of  order  at  the 
present  time. 

Mr.  Whall— For  the  information  of  the  Chair 
as  well  as  to  jog  the  memory  of  the  gentleman, 
I  will  recall  the  fact  that  the  present  speaker 
had  the  honor  of  being  in  the  chair  when  the 
point  of  order,  that  is  referred  to  at  the  present 
time,  was  raised,  and  it  was  then  distinctly 
stated  by  the  Chair,  and  acquiesced  in  by  the 
gentleman  himself,  that  a  motion  or  order  intro- 
duced in  the  early  part  of  the  evening,  which 
came  up  later  by  special  assignment,  did  not  re- 
quire a  suspension  of  the  rule  to  insure  its  pas- 
sage at  that  meeting  unless  that  order  contem- 
plated the  spending  of  public  money.  That  was 
enunciated  as  distinctly  as  the  president  pro 
tern  was  able  to  enunciate  it.  It  took  place  in 
the  middle  of  November  last,  and  the  ruling 
was  placed  in  as  blunt  and  plain  English  as  the 
president  pro  tern  was  able  to  command.  The 
gentleman  is  at  fault  when  he  states  that  the 
question  has  never  had  a  ruling  upon  it.  It  is 
true  that  it  has  never  had  a  ruling  upon  by  the 
duly-elected  presiding  officer  of  this  body.  But 
it  has  had  a  ruling  upon  by  the  presiding  officer 
pro  tern,  and  to  that  ruling,  which  was  acqui- 
esced in  even  by  the  gentleman  himself,  no  ex- 
ceptions could  now  with  any  great  courtesy 
come  from  him. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  rule  that  this 
was  ordered  to  a  second  reading,  and  then 
assigned  to  five  minutes  past  8  o'clock,  and  that 
nothing  could  be  done  when  it  was  taken  up  ex- 
cept to  read  it  a  second  time.  That  being  the 
case,  the  Chair  will  rule  that  it  does  not  require 
a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

The  order  was  passed ;  yeas  39,  nays  27: 

Yeas — Barry,  Carroll,  Cochran.  Coleman,  Con- 
nolly. Coyle,  Davem,  Desmond,  Dolan,  Duggan, 
Foss,  J.  Gallagher.  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Hag- 
gerty,  Harrington,  Hayes,  Keliher,  Kelley,  Ken- 
nedy, Learv,  McEnanev,  McKemia,  MeXary, 
J.  Murphy,  J.  J.  Murphv.  W.  H.  Murphy,  O'Mea- 
ley,  Perry,  E.  J.  Powers,  Reilly,  Short,  J.  H.  Sul- 


livan, R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevens,  Tracey, 
Whall,  Whitmore— 39. 

Kays — Atwood.  Blume.  Bowman,  Burr,  Cars- 
tensen,  Clark,  Fisher,  Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost, 
Ladd,  Lattimore,  Lauten,  Light.  F.  Morison, 
F.  R.  Morrison.  Norton,  Perkins,  C.  C.  Powers, 
Richards,  Sanger,  Shaw,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  Tut- 
tle,  Webster.  Wilson — 27. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Chamberlain,  Dewey, 
Mahoney,  Provan.  Thayer — 5. 

Mr.  Leary  moved  to  reconsider,  hoping  it 
■would  not  prevail ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

WARD  15  CONTESTED  ELECTION  CASE. 

Mr.  Whall  submitted  the  following  (City 
Doc.  G) : 

In  Common  Council,  Jan.  13, 1887. 

The  Committee  on  Elections,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Thomas  F.  Xunan,  claim- 
ing the  seat  of  Robert  Provan  in  this  Council 
from  Ward  15,  and  the  petition  of  said  Robert 
Provan,  asking  for  a  recount  of  the  votes  cast  at 
the  last  municipal  election  in  said  ward  for  Mi- 
chael J.  Carroll,  Robert  Provan  and  Thomas  F. 
Xunan,  -having  considered  the  subject,  beg  leave 
to  submit  the  following  report : 

The  original  return,  made  by  the  election  offi- 
cers of  said  ward,  of  the  votes  cast  for  said  Car- 
roll, Provan  and  Xunan,  is  as  follows: 

Precinct  Precinct  Precinct  Precinct  Total 
1.  2.  3.  4. 

MichaelJ.CarroU.310  151  241  210       912 

M.  J.  Carroll 19  19 

Kobert  Provan....  141  280  244  264       929 

Thomas  F.  Nunan. 303  145  193  208       849 

T.  F.  Xunan 2  2 

J.  F.  Xunan 16  16 

The  recount  made  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
Dec.  22,  1886,  of  the  votes  cast,  as  aforesaid,  for 
Robert  Provan  and  Thomas  F.  Xunan,  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

Precinct  Precinct  Precinct  Precinct  Total 
1.  2.  3.  4.         935 

Kobert  Provan 141  275  242  277 

Thomas  F.  Xunan.364  147  165  193       869 

T.  F.  Nunan 2  2 

.T.F.  Nnnan 40  16  23  20  99 

This  recount  was  made  upon  the  petition  of 
Thomas  H.  Lawton  and  nine  other  qualified 
voters  of  Ward  15,  who  petitioned  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  Dec.  15,  1886,  for  a  recount  of  the  bal- 
lots cast  for  Robert  Provan  and  Thomas  F. 
Xunan.  A  copy  of  said  petition  may  be  found  in 
the  appendix  hereto  annexed. 

At  this  recount  the  ballots  cast  for  Michael  J. 
Carroll  were  not  recounted.  This  recount 
showed  that, -if  the  ballots  cast  for  T.  F.  Xunan 
and  J.  F.  Xunan  were  counted  for  Thomas  F. 
Nunan,  said  Thomas  F.  iSunan  would  have  970 
votes,  a  majority  of  35  votes  over  the  votes 
found  on  said  recount  to  have  been  cast  for  Rob- 
ert Provan,  and  that  said  Robert  Provan  had  a 
majority  of  4  votes  over  the  votes  cast  for  Mich- 
ael J.  Carroll  and  for  M.  J.  Carroll,  as  returned 
by  the  election  officers  of  said  ward.  This  par- 
tial recount  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  left  mat- 
ters in  such  an  unsettled  and  unsatisfactory 
state  that,  to  ascertain  the  facts,  and  do  justice 
to  all  parties  concerned,  a  recount  of_  the  votes 
cast  for  said  Carroll.  Provan  and  iSunan  be- 
came absolutely  necessary. 

Accordingly,  after  due  notice  to  the  several 
candidates,  your  committee  recounted  said 
votes.  Dr.  Provan  and  Mr.  Carroll  were  present 
during  all  of  said  recount,  and  counsel  for  Dr. 
Provan  was  also  present  for  the  greater  part  of 
the  time  during  said  recount..  Mr.  Xunan  was 
not  present  or  represented  by  counsel. 

The  result  of  said  recount  is  as  follows : 

Precinct  Precinct  Precinct  Precinct  Total 
1.  2.  3.  4. 

Michael  J.  Carroll. 351  152  209  194       906 

M.J.Carroll 59  19  34  24       136 

Total,  if  all  above 

are  counted 410  171  243  21S    1.042 

Thomas  F. Xunan. 359  147  164  190       860 

T.  F.  Nunan 2  1  3 

J.  F.  Xunan, 41  16  29  24       110 

Total,  if  all  above 
are  counted....  400  165  194  214       973 

Kobert  Provan 141  279  243  277       940 

Michael  J.  Carroll,  one  of  the  sitting  members, 
contended  that  the  votes  cast  for  M.  J.  Carroll 
should  be  coxmted  for  him,  the  said  Michael  J. 
Carroll ;  and  Thomas  F.  Xunan,  the  petitioner 
for  the  seat  now  held  by  Robert  Provan.  claimed 
that  the  votes  cast  for  T  F.  Xunan  and  J.  F. 
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Nunan  should  be  counted  for  him,  the  said 
Thomas  F.  Nunan.  If  said  votes  should  be  thus 
counted,  said  Michael  J.  Carroll  is  entitled  to 
the  seat  now  held  by  him,  and  said  Thomas  F. 
Nunan  is  entitled  to  the  seat  now  held  by  said 
Robert  Provan.  If  they  should  not  be  so  counted, 
the  sitting  members  are  entitled  to  their  seats, 

By  section  24  of  the  city  charter  (edition  of 
1886)  the  Common  Council  is  authorized  to  de- 
cide upon  all  questions  relative  to  the  qualifica- 
tions, elections,  and  returns  of  its  own  mem- 
bers, and  your  committee,  appointed  by  and  con- 
stituted from  the  Common  Council,  has,  for  the 
purposes  of  investigation  into  such  questions, 
all  the  powers  which  are  therein  vested  in  the 
Common  Council. 

The  voters  who,  at  the  last  municipal  election, 
cast  their  ballots  for  M.  J.  Carroll  and  for  T.  F. 
Nunan  and  J.  F.  Nunan  evidently  intended  to 
vote  for  some  person,  and  your  committee  is  en- 
titled to  ascertain  for  what  persons  these  voters 
intended  to  vpte.  It  is  not  to  be  considered  for 
a  moment  that  these  voters  intended  to  vote  for 
fictitious  candidates,  and  your  committee  is  au- 
thorized to  ascertain  the  intention  of  said  voters 
by  evidence  extrinsic  to  the  ballots  themselves. 

"We  think  evidence  of  such  facts  as  may  be 
called  the  'circumstances  surrounding:  the 
election,  such  as  who  were  the  candidates 
brought  forward  by  the  nominating  conven- 
tions; whether  other  persons  of  the  same 
name  resided  in  the  district  from  which 
the  officer  was  to  be  chosen;  and,  if  so. 
whether  they  were  eligible  or  had  been  named 
for  the  office ;  if  the  ballot  was  printed  imper- 
fectly, how  it  came  to  be  so  printed,  and  the 
like,  is  admissible  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
that  an  imperfect  ballot  was  meant  for  a  particu- 
lar candidate,  unless  the  name  is  so  different 
that  to  thus  apply  it  would  be  to  contradict  the 
ballot  itself ;  or  unless  the  ballot  is  so  defective 
that  it  fails  to  show-any  intention  whatever,  in 
which  case  it  is  not  admissible." — [Cooley  on 
Constitutional  Limitation.  611. 

From  the  evidence  which  was  submitted  to 
your  committee,  and  which  may  be  found  in  the 
appendix  hereto  annexed,  your  committee  was 
of'  the  unanimous  opinion  that  the  following 
facts  had  been  proved  at  the  hearing  given  to 
the  parties  in  interest : 

1.  That  Michael  J.  Carroll  and  Thomas  F.  Nu- 
nan were  two  of  the  regularly  nominated  candi- 
dates of  the  Democratic  party  at  said  election 
for  the  Common  Council. 

2.  That  in  said  ward  at  said  election  no  other 
persons  of  the  same  names  resided  or  were  eligi- 
ble to  or  candidates  for  election  to  the  Common 
Council. 

3.  That  the  United  Labor  party  at  said  elec- 
tion caused  to  be  printed  and  distributed  in 
said  ward  2000  ballots  bearing  the  names  of 
■William  S.  McNary,  M.  J.  Carroll,  and  J.  F.  Nu- 
nan, for  the  Common  Council. 

4.  That  said  United  Labor  party  intended  to 
give  the  benefit  of  the  end  of  said  two  thousand 
ballots  to  the  regular  nominees  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  for  the  Common  Council. 

5.  That  tlie  names  of  said  Carroll  and  Nunan 
appeared  on  said  United  Labor  ballots  prefixed 
with  the  initials  M.  J.  and  J.  F.,  respectively, 
because  the  names  were  taken  from  an  account 
of  the  Democratic  caucus  which  appeared  in 
the  Boston  Herald,  Dec.  11,  1886,  and  which  was 
taken  as  giving  the  correct  initials  of  the  can- 
didates. 

6.  That  the  votes  for  M.  J.  Carroll  were  in- 
tended for  Michael  J.  Carroll,  and  that  the 
votes  for  J.  F.  and  T.  F.  Nunan  were  intended 
for  Thomas  F.  Nunan. 

No  question  was  raised  by  any  of  the  parties  as 
to  the  intent  of  the  voters  in  voting  for  M.  J. 
Carroll,  and  for  T.  F.  Nunan;  and  it  was  admit- 
ted that  these  votes  were  cast  for  Michael  J. 
Carroll  and  Thomas  F.  Nunan,  respectively. 

Dr.  Provan,  the  sitting  member,  contended 
that  the  votes  cast  for  J.  F.  Nunan  were  not  in- 
tended for  Thomas  F.  Nunan,  and  sljould  not 
be  counted  for  bini ;  but  his  evidence  dealt 
rather  in  possibilities  than  probabilities. 

It  was  submitted  by  Dr.  Provan  that  a  John 
F.  Noonan  was  a  well-known  citizen  of  South 
Boston,  engaged  in  business  on  Broadway,  and 
well  known  to  a  great  many  of  the  voters  of 
Ward  15,  and  that  many  of  them  might  have 
voted  for  J.  F.  Nunan  thinking  it  was  John  F. 
Noonan,  and  not  intending  to  vote  for  Thomas 
F.  Nunan. 


From  the  evidence  your  committee  found  that 
John  F.  Noonan  neither  resided  nor  did  busi- 
ness in  Ward  15,  and  was  not  a  qualified  voter  of 
said  ward,  or  eligible  therein  to  an  election  to 
the  Common  Council.  It  moreover  appeared 
that  John  F.  spelled  and  wrote  his  surname  dif- 
ferently from  the  way  that  Thomas  F.  did ;  that 
the  way  the  surname  Nrman  appeared  on  the 
disputed  ballots  was  the  very  way  in  which 
Thomas  F.  always  wrote  and  spelled  it:  and 
that  this  way  was  an  unusual  one.  It  also  ap- 
peared that  John  F.  Noonan  at  the  last  election 
was  not  a  candidate  for  election  to  the  Common 
Council,  and  never  had  been ;  that  Thomas  F. 
Nunan  had  been  a  resident  of  South  Boston  for 
over  40  years,  and  that  bis  candidacy  was  well 
known. 

Your  committee  having  satisfied  itself  as  to 
the  intent  of  the  voters  with  regard  to  these  im- 
perfect ballots,  found  itself  confronted  with  the 
question:  Should  these  ballots  be  counted  for 
the  persons  intended  to  be  voted  for  on  them  by 
the  voters'? 

Remembering  that  under  our  form  of  govern- 
ment elections  are  held  only  to  give  expression 
to  the  people's  will  and  choice,  your  committee, 
having  ascertained  what  were  the  will  and 
choice  of  the  people  in  the  premises,  felt  it  to 
be  its  duty  to  see  that,  as  far  as  it  was  within  its 
province,  the  intent  and  act  of  the  voters  in 
this  election  should  have  their  full  effect;  and 
accordingly  they  were  of  the  unanimous  opinion 
that  the  votes  cast  for  M.  J.  Carroll  should  be 
counted  for  Michael  J.  Carroll,  and  that  the 
votes  cast  for  T.  F.  Nunan  and  for  J.  F.  Nunan 
should  he  counted  for  Thomas  F.  Nunan. 

hi  further  explanation,  your  committee  would 
call  your  attention  to  the  practice  in  similar 
cases  in  other  legislative  bodies.  In  McKenzie 
vs.  Braxton,  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  42d  Congress,  votes  east  for  "E.  M.  Braxton," 
"Elliot  M.  Braxton,"  "Elliott  Braxton,"  and 
"Braxton"  were  counted  for  Elliott  M.  Brax- 
ton. 

In  Chapman  vs.  Ferguson  (1  Bartlett,  267)  votes 
for  "Judge  Fergnson"  were  counted  for  the  sit- 
ting member,  Fenner  Ferguson. 

In  Gunter  vs.  Willshire  (43d  Congress)  votes 
for"T.  M.  Gunter,"  "T.  Ross  Gunter,"  "Thomas 
N.  Gunter,"  and  "Gunter,"  were,  upon  proof  of 
the  intention  of  the  voters,  allowed  to  be  count- 
ed for  Thomas  M.  Gunter. 

In  Attorney-General  v.  Ely  (4  Wis.,  430)  the 
court  went  so  far  as  to  hold  that  ballots  cast  for 
"D.  M.  Carpenter,"  "M.  D.  Carpenter,"  "M.  T. 
Carpenter,''  and  "Carpenter,"  might  be  counted 
for  Matthew  H.  Carpenter,  upon  proof  made  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  jury  that  they  were  in- 
tended for  him.  And  the  same  doctrine  was 
held  in 

People  v.  Ferguson,  8  Cowen  (N.  Y.),  102. 

People  v.  Seaman,  5  Denio  (N.  Y.),  409. 

People  v.  Cook,  8  (N.  Y.).  67. 

People  v.  McManus,  34  Barb.  (N.  Y.),  620. 

Twenty-sixth  Ward  Election,  35  Leg.  Int. 
(Penn.),  420. 

State  v.  Gates,  43  Conn.,  538. 

Clark  v.  Robinson,  88  111.,  408. 

Talkington  v.  Turner,  71  111.,  234,  and 

People  v.  Matteson,  17  111.,  167. 

The  same  rule  prevails  in  England. 

Regina  v.  Bradlee,  3  Ellis  &  Ellis,  634. 

In  our  State  Legislature  the  same  rule  has  al- 
ways been  observed.  Some' 14  or  15  decisions 
have  there  been  given  on  the  precise  point  in- 
volved in  the  present  case,  and  in  every  case  the 
votes  have  been  counted  for  the  candidate  for 
whom  the  voter  was  shown  to  have  intended  to 
vote. 

Your  attention  is  directed  to  the  cases  cited  by 
counsel  for  Mr.  Nunan  on  the  last  pages  of  the 
appendix,  and  particularly  to  the  case  of  Wright 
vs.  Hooper,  where  votes  for  "Tlioiii'wT.  Wright" 
were  counted  for  "Joseph  T.  Wright,"  upon 
proof  that  there  was  no  person  named  Thomas 
T.  Wright  in  the  district;  that  no  person  except 
the  petitioner,  named  Wright,  eligible   for  olee- 

ti then  lived   in   Marblehcad  ;  that  Joseph  T. 

Wright  was  one  of  the  regular  candidates  of  his 
party  for  that  office,  and  that  his  name  was 
printed  "Thomas"  instead  of  "Joseph"  on  some 
of  the  ballots  by  mistake. 

For  similar  decisions,  see 

Chapin  vs.  Snow  (House,  1864),  Election  Cases 
hi  Mass.,  96. 

Arnold  vs.  Champney  (House,  1867),  Election 
Cases  in  Mass.,  121. 


JANUARY     13,     1887 


34 


Hobbs  vs.  Bartholomesz  (House,  1872),  Election 
Cases  in  Mass.,  182. 

Clark  vs.  Salmon  (Senate,  1874),  Election  Cases 
in  Mass.,  191. 

Hood  vs.  Potter  (House,  1875),  Election  Cases  in 
Mass.,  217. 

Shaw  v.  Buckminster  (House,  1875),  Election 
Cases  in  Mass.,  121. 

Sampson  v.  Waterman  (House,  1876),  Election 
Cases  m  Mass.,  253. 

McGibbon  v.  Walden  (House.  1877),  Election 
Cases  in  Mass.,  289. 

Merriam  v.  Baehelder  (House,  1877),  Election 
Cases  in  Mass.,  295. 

Macornber  v.  Fisher  (House,  1878),  Election 
Cases  in  Mass.,  312. 

Baker  v.  Hunt  (House,  1884),  Election  Cases  in 
Mass.,  379. 

Youx  committee  would  respectfully  call  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that,  as  far  as  it  has  been  able  to 
ascertain,  it  has  been  the  practice  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  itself  to  count  imperfect  ballots  for 
the  person  for  whom  the  persons  casting  such 
ballots  intended  to  vote. 

In  the  matter  of  the  petition  of  John  E.  Fitz- 
gerald et  als.,  reported  in  City  Council  Minutes 
of  1872.  pp.  16,  17,  the  committee  says:  "In  ac- 
cordance with  well-established  precedents,  and 
recognizing  the  evident  intention  of  the  voters, 
the  committee  do  not  hesitate  to  place  the  vote 
for  Abraham  Lamb  to  the  credit  of  Abraham  J. 
Lamb."    And  in  same  case,  votes  for  "E.  Fitz- 

ferald"  and  "Fitzgerald"  were  counted  for  John 
I.  Fitzgerald. 

See  Shunk  v.  AVilbur,  City  Council  minutes, 
1875,  p.  5,  and  petition  of  John  McBarron,  City 
Council,  minutes,  1876,  p.  18,  where  votes  cast  for 
"C.  J.  Spenceley,"  C.  G.  Spenceley,"  and 
"Spenceley"  were  counted  for  Christopher  J. 
Spenceley. 

In  Bleiler  v.  Rogers  (City  Doc.  27,  1882)  the  same 
principle  is  affirmed. 

Your  committee  feels  it  its  duty,  in  view  of 
the  facts  as  brought  out  by  the  evidence  con- 
tained in  the  appendix,  and  in  the  light  of  the 
decisions  above  quoted,  to  report  that  it  rinds 
that  Michael  J.  Carroll  is  entitled  to  the   seat 
now  held  by  hirn ;  and  that  Thomas  F.  Nunan  is 
entitled  to  the  seat  now  held  by  Robert  Provan, 
and  accordingly  it  respectfully  recommends  the 
adoption  of  the  following  preamble  and  resolve. 
William  B.  F.  W'hall, 
Jacob  Fottler, 
William  H.  Murphy, 
Robert  H.  Bowman, 
Edward  J.  Leary, 

Committee  on  Elections. 

Whereas  it  appears  from  an  inspection  of  the 
ballots  cast  at  the  last  municipal  election  in 
Ward  15  that  Thomas  F.  Nunan  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  Common  Council  instead  of 
Robert  Provan,  who  received  a  certificate  of 
election, 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  F.  Nunan  is  entitled 
to  the  seat  in  the  Council  now  occupied  by  Rob- 
ert Provan. 

The  clerk  commenced  to  read  the  report. 

Mr.  Wilson — Without  intending  any  discour- 
tesy to  the  gentleman  who  introduced  the  re- 
port, I  would  move  to  dispense  with  the  reading 
of  the  report  and  to  further  assign  it  for  consid- 
eration at  the  next  meeting.  The  report  seems 
to  be  replete  with  points  of  law  as  well  as  fact. 

Mr.  Whall— I  most  decidedly  object  for  one 
to  any  further  assignment  of  these  elec- 
tion cases.  It  is  amatter  of  the  supremest 
privilege  to  this  body  to  know  whether 
or  not  it  is  properly  constituted.  It  is  a 
matter  of  the  highest  right  to  the  voters  in 
the  different  wards  to  know  whether  or  not 
they  are  properly  represented  by  the  persons 
who  were  the  choice  of  the  voters  at  the  late 
municipal  election.  It  is  due  in  justice  not  only 
to  the  sitting  members  that  they  should  have 
the  cloud  over  their  titles  taken  away,  but  it  is 
also  due  in  all  justice  and  equity  to  the  contest- 
ants, to  the  petitioners,  that  they  should  have  a 
speedy  adjudication  of  their  cases.  Tonight  we 
commenced  early  in  the  evening.  We  are  now 
at  9  o'clock.  The  time  was  when  we  thought 
that  10,  11  and  12  o'clock  was  not  too  late  to  con- 
sider matters  of  less  importance  than  this.  We 
have  a  full  house,  and  now  let  us  proceed.  If  it 
is  necessary  let  us  read  every  word  of  the  report. 
I  do  not  believe  that  it  is  necessary.  Explana- 
tion can  be  given  particularly  in  this  case  which 
comes  in  not  only  with  the  sanction  of  the  Dem- 


ocratic members,  but  also  with  the  sanction  of 
the  Republican  members,  and — 

Mr.  Wilson— If  the  gentleman  who  intro- 
duced the  report  objects  I  will  withdraw  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Whall — I  do  most  strenously  object; 
most  certainly  I  do. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  suppose  it  would  be  pro- 
per to  move  that  the  further  reading  of  the  re- 
port be  dispensed  with  and  that  the  clerk  will 
read  the  preamble  and  order  on  page  7,  which  is 
the  unanimous  recommendation  of  the  commit- 
tee. I  move  that  the  further  reading  of  the  re- 
port be  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Blume— This  is  a  matter  of  some  mo- 
ment. I  agree  with  the  gentleman  in  front  of 
me,  Mr.  Whall.  that  it  is  a  matter  of  great  im- 
portance both  to  the  constituencies  of  the  gen- 
tlemen whose  seats  are  in  question,  and  to  the 
parties  claiming  the  seats.  But  I  ask  how  can  I 
form  any  judgment  without  having  read  more 
than  half  a  dozen  lines  which  it  was  impossible 
for  me  to  read  with  that  care  and  intelligence 
which  the  subject  deserves?  How  am  1  to  act 
intelligently  upon  two  reports  covering  many 
pages  of  this  pamphlet  unless  I  can  at  least  have 
an  opportunity  to  read  it.  It  would  seem  to  be  go- 
ing in  the  dark,  and  I  hope  therefore  that  the 
motion  to  dispense  with  the  reading  will  not 
prevail,  but  that  the  report  will  be  read,  and 
read  so  distinctly  that  every  member  of  the 
Council  will  hear  it. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  merely  say  that  I  came 
to  the  Council  as  ignorant  of  the  contents  of  the 
report  as  any  other  member.  I  did  not  see  it 
until  I  came  here.  I  merely  glanced  it  over  and 
am  satisfied  that  gentlemen  can  see  that  by  the 
unanimous  report  of  the  five  members  of  the 
committee  the  contestant  is  entitled  to  his  seat. 
I  believe  that  if  we  dispense  with  reading  the 
report,  and  if  the  order  ls.read,  then  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  will  he  able,  in  a  very 
short  speech,  to  sum  up  the  evidence,  because 
the  case  is  so  plainly  stated  by  the  committee  in 
their  report.  My  motion  was  merely  intended 
to  save  time,  and  not  to  ask  the  members  to  do 
anything  blindly,  because  I  understand  that,  as 
a  matter  of  course,  after  the  order  has  been  read 
once  the  chairman  of  the  committee  would  give 
us  a  summary  of  the  evidence,  and  that  we 
should  then  know  the  grounds  upon  which  the 
committee  had  arrived  at  their  report.  I  think 
that  is  the  simplest  and  easiest  way  to  do  it.  If 
there  had  been  any  minority  report  or  contro- 
very,  then  we  might  take  the  time  to  listen  to 
the  reading  of  the  report.  But  it  seems  to  me 
that  upon  the  unanimous  report  of  the  commit- 
tee upon  a  matter  of  this  kind,  it  is  entitled  to 
be  considered  in  a  summary  manner.  I  am  per- 
fectly confident  that  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee will  be  able  to  give  us  in  a  few  moments 
a  statement  that  will  be  short  and  clear,  and 
from  which  we  can  see  the  advisability  of  adopt- 
ing the  unanimous  report  of  the  committee. 
Therefore  I  hope  that  the  motion  to  dispense 
with  the  reading  of  the  evidence,  or  the  sum- 
mary of  it  in  the  report,  will  prevail,  and  that 
we  shall  leave  it  to  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee to  make  such  a  statement  as  will  bring  the 
facts  in  the  case  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Coun- 
cil. 

Mr.  Provan— I  have  no  desire  to  retain  the 
seat  which  belongs  to  another.  If  that  matter 
is  a  settled  and  fixed  fact,  I  do  not  wish  to  re- 
tain the  seat  which  belongs  to  another  individ- 
ual. But,  Mr.  President,  I  feel  that  there  are 
some  facts  in  this  case  which  it  is  proper  for  the 
Council  to  become  aware  of.  In  the  first  place, 
Thomas  F.  Nunan  carries  on  the  liquor  business 
on  E  street,  and  John  F.  Noonan  carries  on  the 
liquor  business  on  Broadway  near  the  border  of 
Ward  15.  He  is  in  Ward  13,  but  near  the  border 
of  Ward  15.  He  is  as  well  known  to  the  voters 
of  Ward  15  as  Thomas  F.  Nunan  is.  I  have  been 
informed  that  persons  in  the  ward  voted  under 
the  impression  that  they  were  voting  for  John 
F.  Noonan  on  Broadway.  Now  I  do  not  know 
whether  thatis  so  or  not.  I  asked  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  if  I  could  bring  in  any  such 
evidence,  and  he  said  that  a  man  could  not  come 
in  and  tell  how  he  voted ;  and  therefore  I  did 
not  produce  any  evidence  in  that  matter. 

Mr.  Whall— Lf  the  gentleman  will  allow  me  : 
I  said  that  following  the  rule  laid  down  in  all 
cases  the  committee  could  not  hear  evidence  as 
to  what  the  voter  intended  to  have  upon  his  bal- 
lot ;  that  the  ballot  could  not  be  explained,  but 
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must  explain  itself,  and  the  voter  could  not  ex- 
plain his  ballot. 

Mr.  Provan— I  only  wish  to  say  that  I  pro- 
duced no  evidence  upon  that  question  before  the 
committee.  Now  it  is  not  an  hour  ago  that  an 
individual  told  me  that  he  voted  for  J.  F.  Nu- 
nan  because  he  did  not  expect  it  would  be  coun- 
ted for  T.  F.  Nunan,  and  if  he  had  thought  it 
would  have  counted  for  Thomas  F.  Nunan,  he 
would  not  have  voted  as  he  did.  I  can  only  say 
that  I  think  that  if  the  case  had  been  on  the 
other  side,  there  would  not  have  been  a  single 
word  of  contention.  If  I  had  thought  that  those 
votes  were  honestly  cast  for  Thomas  F.  Nunan, 
I  would  vacate  my  seat  without  a  word.  But  I 
feel  that  some  voters  voted  under  the  impres- 
sion that  they  were  voting  for  John  F.  Nunan, 
and  therefore  I  think  that  some  evidence  should 
be  introduced  in  regard  to  those  facts.  I  think  I 
can  produce  such  evidence.  I  do  not  wish  to  take 
up  the  time  of  the  Council,  and  will  abide  by  the 
decision  of  this  body. 

Mr.  Ladd— It  seems  to  me  that  if  we  had  gone 
on  reading  this  report,  it  would  have  been  all 
finished  at  this  time.  The  report  itself  is  not 
very  long.  I  think  we  ought  to  know  what  is 
said  here  by  a  committee  in  their  unanimous 
report,  before  we  take  the  statement  of  anybody 
as  to  the  interpretation  of  it,  and  what  it  means 
and  why  it  was  arrived  at.  I  would  like  very 
much  if  the  gentleman  would  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion. I  understood  the  gentleman  to  state  that 
his  motion  covered  simply  the  appendix, — the 
evidence  introduced.  I  may  be  wrong,  and 
would  like  to  inquire  if  that  was  the  motion,  or 
was  it  to  stop  the  reading  at  the  present  point, 
or  simply  not  to  read  the  appendix? 

Mr.  Whitmore — Whenever  the  gentleman  gets 
through  and  yields  the  floor,  I  am  ready  to  take 
it.    I  don't  care  to  answer  questions. 

Mr.  Ladd — If  the  gentleman  does  not  care  to 
answer  the  question  I  will  continue.  It  seems 
to  me  it  is  rather  unfair  to  ask  us  to  act  upon 
this  report  without  reading.  None  of  us  saw  the 
report  until  it  was  placed  upon  our  desks  to- 
night. If  the  committee  desired  to  have  this 
action  tonight  it  seems  to  me  they  might  have 
had  the  report  printed  in  time  to  send  to  us.  I 
have  been  unable  to  read  the  report  this  eve- 
ning. I  have  been  compelled  to  attend  to  the 
business  here  and  cannot  read  the  report  when 
business  is  going  on.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  un- 
fair to  interrupt  the  reading  at  this  time.  I 
thought  I  could  rely  upon  the  sense  of  fairness 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  not  to  insist  up- 
on the  motion,  andtoallow  the  report  to  be  read. 

Mr.  Whitmore — The  motion  I  made  had  noth- 
ing to  do  with  the  appendix,  but  was  to  dispense 
with  the  reading  of  the  first  eight  pages,  and 
then  take  up  the  printed  order  on  page  8.  I  do 
not  want  to  have  that  matter  gone  into.  If  the 
clerk  takes  up  the  time  to  read  this  report 
through,  the  result  will  he  that  the  members 
will  not  half  attend  to  the  reading,  perhaps, and 
the  moment  the  discussion  comes  up  on  the 
report  of  the  committee  we  shall  have  all  these 
facts  stated  over  again.  I  think  now  it  will  save 
time  to  do  away  with  the,  forma]  lending,  and 
let  the  chairman  of  the  committee  give  us  a 
summary  of  the  evidence.  Ho  lias  got  it  all  in 
his  head.  I  can  see  u  large  amount  of  details  in 
regard  to  decisions  and  everything  of  that  kind, 
and  I  do  not  think  this  Council  would  be  any 
wiser  to  he;u- of  the  case  of  Hood  vs.  Potter  or 
tin;  ease  of  Shuiik  vs.  Wilbur.  I  do  not  think 
that  will  give  us  any  information.  But  I  sup- 
pose that  the  chairman  of  the  committee  will 
state,  in  behalf  of  his  colleagues,  the  plain,  com- 
mon-sense reasons  upon  which  they  arrived  at 
the  result.  Therefore  I  hope  we  shall  do  away 
with  the  leading  of  the  unnecessary  part  of  it, 
and  that  we  shall  eoine  to  the  substance  and 
ha  \  i-  the  facts  staled  b\  I  he  chairman  of  I  he 
committee. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  do  not  want  to  use  up  the  time  of 
the  Council  unnecessarily, hut  it  seems  tome 
this  is  an  effort  to  prevent  us  from  getting  some 
information  which  is  hen;  in  print.  We  ought 
to  have  that  information  before  we  are  called 
tipon  to  act,  and  I  would  like  to  know  how  many 
there  are  in  this  Council  who  wish  to  vote  for 
such  a  motion  as  that.  I  therefore  ask  that 
when  the  vote  is  taken  it  be  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays.  '. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  desire  at  this  early  stage  to 
say  that  this  year  I  trust  we  shall  have  no  more 
repetitions  of  the  statements  that  were  made  in 


the  last  stages  of  the  Council  of  last  year.  I  ob- 
ject to  the  gentleman's  stating  that  this  is  an 
effort  to  prevent  the  Council  from  understand- 
ing the  matter  or  anything  of  the  kind.  I  trust 
the  Chair  will  hereafter  check  any  attempt  to 
impute  motives  to  members  in  regard  to  what 
they  do  or  say.  I  stated  exactly  the  reasons  why 
I  asked  to  do  away  with  the  reading  of  the  re- 
port, namely,  to  save  the  time  of  the  Council.  I 
do  not  intend  that  any  member  shall  put  it  into 
my  mouth  that  I  am  trying  to  keep  any- 
thing back  from  •  the  knowledge  of  the 
Council.  I  hope  it  was  an  oversight  on 
the  part  of  the  gentleman  in  making  such  an  in- 
sinuation or  suggestion,  and  I  hope  the  Chair 
will  check  him  or  any  other  member  who  will 
attempt  to  impugn  the  motives  of  any  member 
in  debate.  I  hope  the  motion  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  will  prevail.  I  would  like  to  see  the  record 
on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege.  My 
question  of  privilege  is  that  I  have  not  unfairly 
reflected  upon  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  dur- 
ing the  last  year  or  during  the  present  year.  I 
have  specially  made  an  effort  to  treat  every 
member  of  this  Council  fairly  and  as  I  would 
ask  him  to  treat  me.  I  have  avoided  all  person- 
alities in  debate.  When  personalities  have  been 
heaped  upon  me  in  the  most  outrageous  and 
scandalous  manner  during  the  past  year  I  have 
purposely  and  carefully  avoided  all  personali- 
ties, and  propose  to  do  so  in  the  future.  I  shall 
not  be  stung  into  indulging  in  any  personalities 
in  this  Council  cither  now  or  hereafter.  I  know 
that  personalities  are  a  disgrace  to  a  legislative 
body,  and  I  shall  not  indulge  in  them.  I  shall 
not  even  go  so  far  as  the  gentleman  who.  has  just 
taken  his  seat  has  gone.  I  shall  not  go  even  so 
far  as  that.  I  say  that  my  purpose  is  honest  and 
pure;  I  want  to  get  this  information.  I  said  that 
it  seemed  tome  I  had  alight  toget  that  informa- 
tion. I  simply  stated  that  it  seemed  to  me  so, 
and  1  could  not  state  less  than  that.  Now,  as  I 
said  before,  if  this  motion  was  made  for  the  pur- 
pose of  shortening  this  discussion,  then  this 
whole  matter  could  have  been  read  while 
this  debate  has  been  going  on.  Iain  very  sorry 
that  it  was  not  done.  I  certainly  hope  that  we 
shall  not  be  in  any  manner  stifled  here;  that 
there  shall  he  no  effort  of  any  kind  whatever  to 
keep  from  us  information  which  we  ought  to 
have.  Here  is  a  report,  which  presumably 
has  been  drawn  up  with  care — with  more  care, 
perhaps, 'than  one  member  can  exercise  in  any 
speech  or  remarks  which  he  might  make, 
"therefore,  I  think  we  should  hear  the  reading 
of  this  report. 

Mr.  Whall- I  sincerely  trust  that  the  motion 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  will  pre- 
vail and  that  the  reading  of  the  report  will  be 
dispensed  with.  I  presume  it  will  after  that  he 
my  duty  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on  elec- 
tions to  give  the  gentleman  or  any  other  mem- 
ber of  this  body,  such  explanation  of  our  con- 
duct, such  facts  as  wore  found  from  the  evi- 
dence, such  views  as  we  took  of  the  laws  gov- 
erning those  facts,  as  he  or  any  other  member 
may  require.  I  think  it  is  unnecessary  to  have 
the  speech  which  I  would  orally  give  read  in 
the  shape  of  a  document.  The  document  con- 
tains precisely  the  points  which  [would  treat 
upon  in  my  remarks.  I  do  not  believe  there  is 
any  disposition  on  the  part  of  either  the  majo- 
rity or  minority  of  this  committee  to  stifle  de- 
bate. This  report  is  signed  by  every  member 
Of 'the  committee  without  reference  to  his  pol- 
itical affiliations;  and  1  nave  no  doubt  but  that 
if  the  gentleman  doubts  my  capacity  and  ability 
to  give  him  the  in  formal  ion  which  he  may  seek, 
there  are  those  gentlmen  on  the  committee 
among  his  party  associates  who  can  give  him 
such  a  fund  of  information  that  this  subject 

will  shine  with  the  hrighest  light.  I  trust  that 
the  motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  will  prevail,  for  the  reason  thai  that  will  save 
the  speech  of  the  chairman  <>f  the  committee  on 
elections  from  being  hailed  as  a  chestnut  when 
he  makes  it. 

Mr.  Mc.Nary— I  think  it  is  very  unfortunate 
that  anything  savoring  of  partisanship  should 
be  brought  into  this  matter.  Here  is  a  report 
signed  by  every  member  of  the  committee, 
authorities  quoted,  and  presumably  we 
shall  no  doubt  have  a  discussion  upon  the  sub- 
ject. I  sec  that  the  gentleman  had  as  counsel 
m  the  case  a  member  of  the.  present  Common 
Council,  who  no  doubt,  if  he  takes  exceptions  to 
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the  report,  will  take  them  in  the  hest  possible 
shape.  At  first  I  was  in  favor  of  having  the  re- 
port read,  but,  upon  looking  it  over  and  being 
somewhat  iamhar  with  the  facts,  I  agree  with 
the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12, 
and  think  it  better  not  to  read  the  report,  but  to 
go  on  with  the  discussion  at  once.  I  think  we 
can  rind  out  the  facts  in  that  way,  and  I  do  not 
think  it  is  unfair  to  anybody.  For  my  part  I 
shall  vote  for  the  motion.  I  want  to  see  justice 
and  fairness  prevail,  and  therefore  1  hope  the 
motion  to  dispense  with  the  reading  of  the  re- 
port will  be  carried. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 
The  clerk  proceeded  to  call  the  roll  upon  the 
question  of  dispensing  with  the  reading  of  the 
report. 
The  roll  call  was  finished ;  yeas  50,  nays  G : 
Yeas— Barry,  Blume,  Bowman,  Burr,  Carroll, 
Carstensen,  Cochran,  Coleman,  Connolly,  Coyle, 
Davern,  Desmond,  Dolan,  Duggan,  Fisher,  Foss, 
Fottler,  Fowler,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher, 
Haggerty,  Harrington,  Hayes,  Keliher,  Kelley, 
Kennedy,  Lattimore,  Lauten,  Leary,  Light, 
McEnaney,  McKenna,  McNary,  F.  Morison,  F. 
R.  Morrison,  J,  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy, 
O'Mealey,  Perkins,  Perry,  C.  C.  Powers,  K.  J. 
Powers,  Reillv,  Richards,  Sanger,  Shaw,  Short, 
Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan, 
Sundberg,  Teevens,  Tracey,  Tuttle,  Webster, 
Whall,  Whitmore,  Wilson— 59. 

Nays— Atwood,  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Frost, 
Ladu,  Norton— 6. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Dewey,  Gomez,  Maho- 
ney,  J.  Murphy,  Provan,  Thayer— 6. 

The  motion  to  dispense  with  the  reading  of 
the  report  having  been  declared  carried,  Mr. 
Ladd  said: 

I  have  found  a  number  of  gentlemen  who  seem 
to  have  misunderstood  the  question  before  the 
Council.  I  respectfully  ask  that  the  Chair  order 
a  new  roll-call.  I  know  several  gentlemen 
voted  under  a  misapprehension. 

The  President— The  Chair  does  not  believe  it 
necessary  to  order  a  new  roll-call.  The  question 
is  now  upon  the  acceptance  of  the  report. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  preamble  and 
order  were  read,  ordered  to  a  second  reading, 
and  put  upon  their  passage. 

Mr.  Whall— That  the  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil may  know  exactly  upon  what  they  are  vot- 
ing, and  that  they  may  not  follow  blindly  the 
finding's  of  the  committee,  I  will  endeavor  as 
shortly  and  as  completely  as  is  in  my  power  to  tell 
them  exactly  what  facts  we  found  and  what  we 
ascertained  to  be  the  law  applicable  to  those 
facts.  In  Ward  15  the  returns  of  the  election 
officers  in  that  ward  placed  the  election  of  W.  S. 
McNary  so  far  ahead  of  all  others  that  nobody 
since  the  returns  were  made  has  thought  of  dis- 
puting his  election.  For  these  other  candidates, 
both  upon  the  Republican  and  Democrat- 
ic tickets,  the  following  returns  were  made: 
Michael  J.  Carroll  received  912  —  this  will 
be  found  on  Page  2;  M.  J.  Carroll  received 
19,  Robert  Provan  received  929,  Thomas F.  Nunan 
received  819,  T.  F.  Nunan  received  2,  and  J. 
F.  Nunan  received  G.  Whereupon  Robert  Pro- 
van  and  Michael  J.  Carroll  were  declared  elec- 
ted. A  few  days  after  the  electionThomasH. .Law- 
ton  and  nine  other  duly  qualified  voters  of  Ward 
15  presented  a  petition  to  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, alleging  that  Thomas  F.  Nunan  received 
more  votes  than  he  was  credited  with,  and  that 
Robert  Provan  received  less  votes  and  therefore 
they  petitioned  for  a  recount  of  the  ballots 
cast  for  said  Nunan  and  said  Provan.  The  re- 
count was  made  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
upon  the  22d  day  of  December  last,  and  as  a 
result  it  was  found  that  Robert  Provan  received 
935  votes,  that  Thomas  F.  Nunan  received  869, 
that  T.  F.  Nunan  received  2  votes,  and  that  J. 
F.  Nunan  received  99  votes.  This  presented  the 
following  state  of  facts :  If  the  votes  cast  for  T, 
F.  Nunan  and  J.  F.  Nunan  should  have  been 
found  to  have  been  intended  for  Thomas  F. 
Nunan  and  should  be  counted  for  him,  then 
Thomas  F.  Nunan  was  entitled  to  the  seat  held 
by  Robert  Provan.  But  it  disclosed  the 
further  fact  that  Robert  Provan,  upon  the 
recount,  had  935  votes,  whereas  the  ward 
returns  gave  to  Michael  J.  Carroll,  a  mem- 
ber holding  a  certificate  of  election,  four  votes 
less  if  you  counted  for  Michael  J.  Carroll 
the  six  votes  cast  for  M.  J.  Carroll.  As  a  result 
of  this  complication  of  facts  there  came  to  this 
council  a  petition  from  Thomas  F.  Nunan,  pray- 


ing that  the  votes  for  T.  F.  Nunan  and  J.  F. 
Nunan  should  be  counted  for  him,  and  that  the 
seat  then  held  by  Robert  Provan  should  be 
awarded  to  him,  the  petitioner. 

That  presented  another  complicated  question. 
If  the  committee  on  elections  should  find  that 
Thomas  F.  Nunan  was  entitled  to  the  seat  held 
by  Robert  Provan,  then  they  would  also  have 
staring  them  in  the  face  the  fact  that  a  member 
who  was  to  be  unseated  had  by  the  Aldermanic 
recount  four  votes  more  than  the  ward  returns 
gave  to  a  member  whose  seat  was  not  contested. 
Then,  that  justice,  might  be  done  to  all  parties 
and  that  the  w  ill  and  intent  of  the  voter  in  the 
premises  might  prevail,  that  the  men  who  were 
elected  by  the  voters  oi  Ward  15  at  the  last  mu- 
nicipal election  should  occupy  the  seats  to  which 
they  were  elected,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  com- 
mittee, a  petition  was  drafted  and  signed  by 
the  sitting  member,  Robert  Provan,  praying  for  a 
recount  of  all  the  ballots  cast  for  Robert  Provan, 
Michael  J.  Carroll,  and  Thomas  F.  Nunan.  That 
brought  the  question  fairly  and  squarely  before 
the  Committee  on  Elections.  The  Committee 
on  Elections  proceeded  to  recount  the  ballots  in 
the  presence  of  the  sitting  member,  Mr.  Carroll, 
in  the  presence  of  Dr.  Provan  .and  his  counsel. 
Notice  having  been  sent  to  Mr.  Nunan  and  also 
to  his  counsel,  and  they  having  failed  to  put  in 
an  appearance,  the  count  proceeded.  In  the  re- 
count not  a  ballot  was  touched  except  by  mem- 
bers of  the  committee.  The  recount  was  con- 
ducted by  the  chairman  taking  each  ballot  up 
by  itself  and  bringing  it  before  a  Republican 
member  of  the  committee  and  a  Democratic 
member  of  the  committee,  and  when  there  was 
any  dispute  about  a  ballot— and  in  this  case  there 
was  none — it  was  decided  that  the  question 
should  be  put  to  vote  of  the  full  committee. 
While  these  three  members  of  the  committee 
were  counting,  at  their  shoulders  stood 
the  contesting  and  the  sitting  member, 
and  at  times  the  counsel  for  Dr.  Provan. 
The  committee  attempted  to  make  as  fair  and 
as  square  a  count  as  possible,  and  we  feel  that 
we  are  not  egotistical  when  we  say  that  the 
count  which  was  made  in  this  controverted  elec- 
tion in  Ward  15  was  absolutely  correct.  We 
took  some  five  or  six  hours  to  count  these  bal- 
lots. No  precinct  occupied  less  than  one  hour  in 
counting  and  no  ballot  was  returned  to  the  box 
until  the  parties  in  interest,  their  counsel,  and 
the  committee  were  fully  satisfied  of  the  just- 
ness of  the  count.  Having  conducted  the  count 
in  that  manner  we  found  as  a  result  of  it  that 
Michael  J.  Carroll  received  906  votes,  M.  J.  Car- 
roll received  13G,  making  for  Mr.  Carroll,  if  all 
the  votes  were  counted  for  him,  a  total  of  1042. 
We  found  that  Thomas  F.  Nunan  received  8G0, 
that  T.  F.  Nunan  received  3,  that  J.  F.  Nunan 
received  110,  and  if  all  the  votes  were  counted 
for  Thomas  F.  Nunan  that  he  received  973  votes. 
We  also  found  that  Robert  Provan  received  940 
votes.  Therefore,  for  the  first  time  in  the  his- 
tory of  this  case,  we  had  a  statement  of  the  cor- 
rect and  exact  condition  of  the  ballots.  Mr.  Car- 
roll contended  that  the  votes  cast  for  M.  J.  Car- 
roll ought  to  be  counted  for  Michael  J.  Carroll, 
because  there  was  an  obvious  intention  on  the 
part  of  the  voter  to  vote  for  him.  Mr.  Thomas 
F.  Nunan  contended  that  the  votes  cast  for  T.  F. 
Nunan  and  J.  F.  Nunan  should  be  counted  tor 
him.  As  regards  the  votes  cast  for  M.  J.  Carroll 
no  dispute  was  made  in  the  committee  by  any 
party  in  interest  that  they  were  intended  for 
Michael  J.  Carroll.  No  dispute  was  made  in  the 
committee  by  any  party  in  interest  that  the 
three  votes  cast  for  T.  F.  Nunan  were  intended 
for  Thomas  F.  Nunan.  But  Dr.  Provan,  the 
sitting  member,  insisted  that  the  votes  cast  for 
J.  F.  Nunan  were  not  intended  for  Thomas  F. 
Nunan.  If  the  contention  of  the  sitting  member 
in  this  particular  was  correct  than  Dr.  Provan 
was  entitled  to  his  seat. 

Mr.  Provan— May  I  ask  the  gentleman  a  ques- 
tion? 

Mr.  Whall— Certainly,  sir. 

Mr.  Provan— I  said  distinctly  that  probably 
three  fourth  or  two  thirds  of  the  votes  might  be 
intended  for  Thomas  F.  Nunan,  but  I  said  that 
in  my  judgment  many  of  the  votes  might  have 
been  cast  under  the  impression  that  the  voters 
were  voting  for  J.  F.  Noonan,  who  does  a  large 
business  on  Broadway. 

Mr.  Whall— I  only  stated  the  objection  of  the 
sitting  member  in  a  way  that  was  more  favor- 
able to  him  than  the  way  in  which  he  himself 
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put  it.  The  committee  were, in  the  absence  of  any 
proof  to  the  contrary,  willing  to  admit  that 
nothing  appeared  on  the  ballot  that  showed  that 
these  votes  were  not  intended  for  somebody 
whose  initials  were  J.  F.  Nnnan.  Therefore  the 
committee  was  confronted  with  the  legal  ques- 
tion whether  or  not  it  could  go  behind  the  ballot ; 
whether  or  not  it  could  go  behind  an  imperfect 
ballot,  ascertaining  the  intention  of  the  voter, 
apply  that  intention  to  the  imperfect  ballot,  and 
thus  to  give  that  imperfect  ballot  by  the  applica- 
tion of  the  intention  of  the  voter,  the  correctness 
and  perfection  that  it  would  have  had  if  it  had 
been  cast  correctly  in  tbe  first  place.  The  com- 
mittee were  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  it 
had  a  right  to  go  into  that  question.  I  will  not 
now  quote  the  opinion  from  Cooley  on  constitu- 
tional limitations;  for  those  who  are  lawyers 
it  is  in  black  and  white,  and  the  citation  can 
he  verified ;  for  those  who  are  not  lawyers  they 
will  have  to  take  it  upon  faith.  From  this  evi- 
dence we  found  the  following  facts,  and  gentle- 
men will  find  the  statement  upon  page  4: 

1.  That  Michael  J.  Carroll  and  Thomas  F.  Nunan  were 
two  of  the  regularly  nominated  candidates  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  at  said  election  for  the  Common  Council, 

2.  That  in  said  ward  at  said  election  no  other  persons  of 
the  same  names  resided  or  were  eligible  to  or  candidates 
for  election  to  the  Common  Council. 

.  3.  That  the  United  Labor  party  at  said  election  caused 
to  be  printed  and  distributed  in  said  ward  two  thousand 
ballots  bearing  the  names  of  William  S.  McNary,  M.  J. 
Carroll,  and  J.  F.  Nunan,  for  the  Common  Council. 

4.  That  said  United  Labor  party  intended  to  give  the 
benefit  of  the  end  of  said  two  thousand  ballots  to  the  reg- 
ular nominees  of  the  Democratic  party  for  tbe  Common 
Council. 

5.  That  the  names  of  said  Carroll  and  Nnnan  appeared 
on  said  United  Labor  ballots,  prefixed  with  the  initials 
M.  J.  and  J.  F.,  respectively,  because  the  names  were 
taken  from  an  account  of  the  Democratic  caucus  which 
appeared  in  the  Boston  Herald,  December  11,  1886,  :n»l 
which  was  taken  as  giving  the  correct  initials  of  the  can- 
didates. 

6.  That  the  votes  for  31.  J.  Carroll  were  intended  for 
Michael  J.  Carroll,  and  that  the  votes  for  J.  F.  and  T.  F. 
Nnnan  were  intended  for  Thomas  F.  Nunan. 

The  only  evidence  brought  against  the  find- 
ings of  the  committee  was  the  evidence  which 
was  introduced  that  a  certain  John  F.  Noonan, 
who  spelled  his  name  N-oo-nan,  did  business  as 
a  liquor  merchant  upon  Broadway,  and  in  this 
regard  the  sitting  member's  evidence  was,  as 
his  speech  was  tonight,  dealing  largely  in 
possibilities  but  not  at  all  improbabilities.  It 
was  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  your  commit- 
tee tiiat  John  F.  Noonan  was  not  a  resident  of 
Ward  15.  was  not  eligible  to  an  election  to  this 
Council  from  that  ward,  was  not  a  candidate  of 
any  party  or  a  candidate  of  his  own  motion  at 
the  last  election,  that  he  never  was  a  candidate 
for  the  Common  Council,  and  that  lie  was 
not  known  as  a  candidate  for  the  Common 
Council.  It  was  fully  proved  that  the  peti- 
tioner, Thomas  F.  Nunan,  spelled  his  name  in  a 
peculiar  way— N-u-nan — and  that  he  was  the 
only  person  known  in  South  Boston  outside  of  his 
own  family  who  thus  spelled  the  name;  and  that 
the  name  spelled  in  thisexceptional  and  extraor- 
dinary way  was  thus  printed  on  the  ballot.  The 
gent  lemon  connected  with  the  Labor  party  were 
present,  and  testified  that  it,  was  the  intention  of 
their  party,  in  order  to  get  as  large  a  vote  as  pos- 
sible for  their  own  chief,  to  put  upon  the  end  of 
the  2000  ballots  in  each  warn  the  regular  nomi- 
nees of  each  party,  giving  to  each  party  its  own 
share,  2000  to  the  Republican  ticket  and  2000  to 
the  Democratic  ticket;  and  that  in  all  cases 
these  ballots  were  beaded  with  the  name  of  Mr. 
McNeill  lor  mayor,  and  that  the  tail  end  of  the 
ticket  was  intended  to  have  upon  it,  on  the  re- 
spective ballot,  the  nominees  of  the  I  u  0  parties 
for  the  Common  Council.  It  was  in  evidence 
that  Mr.  Thomas  P.  Nunan  was  a  candidate  for 
the  Common  Council,  that  he  bad  expressed 
himself  as  such  to  members  connected  with  the 
Labor  party, that  the  members  of  the  Labor  party 
look  particular  pains  to  have  bis  name  j nit  upon 
their  ticket,  that  one  man  went  SO  far  as  to  send 
in  the  correct  initials,  but  thai  the  Copy  bad  evi- 
dently  been  made  up  from  the  Boston  Her- 
ald,  which    was    produced    in    evidence,   and 

Which     bore     the     name    of     John    F.    Gillian 

as  a  candidate.  There  vsas  no  evidence 
given  at  all  that  this  Mr.  Noonan  on 
Broadway  was  a  candidate  of  any  party. 
There  was  evidence  given  that  this  mistake  in 
the  name  was  perceived  early  in  the  day,  ami 
though  the  effecl  of  the  motion  made  in  each 


precinct  would  not  have  been  what  its  movers 
intended,  still  it  was  accepted  by  your  commit- 
tee as  evidence  of  the  intention  of  the  voters 
who  cast  these  Labor  ballots.  It  was  also  in  evi- 
dence that  this  mistake  in  the  name  of  Mr. 
Nunan  was  discovered  shortly  after  7  o'clock, 
and  that  thereupon  steps  were  immediately 
taken  in  each  precinct,  and  motions  were  made 
that  the  votes  cast  for  J.  F.  Nunan  should  be 
counted  for  Thomas  F.  Nunan.  Of  course  this 
motion  had  no  legal  effect,  but  it  has  an  effect 
as  showing  why  after  it  had  been  made  voters 
who  were  in  ignorance  of  the  law,  and  who  per- 
haps thought  this  motion  had  some  legal  effect, 
desisted  from  their  efforts  to  vote  with  a  prop- 
erly written  ballot.  Some  ballots  were  ap- 
parently put  in — 

Mr.  Gomez— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman 
a  question. 

Mr.  Whall- Certainly. 

Mr. .Gomez— I  would  like  to  ask  if  the  ballots 
that  carried  the  names  of  Michael  J.  Carroll  and 
J.  F.  Nunan  were  not  what  were  generally 
known  as  the  Labor  ballots'?  The  gentleman 
having  counted  the  ballots  of  course  knows  the 
character  of  them  and  what  is  on  their  face.  I 
would  like  to  know  if  those  were  not  the  Labor 
ballots  with  the  McNeill  heading?  I  ask  this  for 
a  reason  which  I  will  make  clearer  when  the  gen- 
tleman sits  down. 

Mr.  Whall— All  the  ballots  bearing  the  names 
of  Michael  J.  Carroll  and  J.  F.  Nunan  were 
United  Labor  ballots.  The  name  of  Mr.  McNary 
was  correctly  spelled  upon  the  Labor  ballot  as 
William  S.  McNary.  Your  committee  found 
that  the  voters  intended  to  vote  for  the 
man  who  was  the  regular  Democratic  can- 
didate. The  committee  were  then  confronted 
with  the  question.  If  the  voters  intended  to  vote 
for  Thomas  F.  Numan,  when  they  deposited  bal- 
lots bearing  the  names  of  T.  F.  Nunan  and  J.  F. 
Nunan,  should  and  could  these  votes  be  counted 
for  Thomas  F.  Nunan?  In  that  matter  they  first 
took  the  practice  of  Congress.  I  will  refer  the 
gentleman  to  the  cases  on  page  5.  In  the  case  of 
McKenzie  vs.  Braxton,  in  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  42d  Congress,  votes  cast  for  "E.  M. 
Braxton,"  "Elliot  M.  Braxton"  and  "Braxton," 
were  counted  for  Elliott  M.  Braxton.  In  the  case 
of  Chapman  vs.  Ferguson,  votes  cast  for  "Judge 
Ferguson"  were  counted  for  the  sitting  member, 
Fenner  Ferguson.  In  the  case  of  Gunter  vs. 
Willshire,  in  the  43d  Congress,  votes  cast  for  "T. 
M.  Gunter,"  "T.  Ross  Gunter,"  "Thomas N.  Gun- 
ter," and  "Gunter,"  were,  upon  proof  of  the  in- 
tention of  the  voters,  allowed  to  be  counted  for 
Thomas  M.  Gunter.  Then  the  most  remarkable 
case  of  all,  the  one  that  seems  to  stretch  the  law 
to  its  fullest  extent,  is  the  report  in  the 
Fourth  Volume  of  Wisconsin  Reports,  page 
430,  in  the  case  of  the  Attorney-Gen- 
eral vs.  Ely,  where  the  court  went  so 
far  as  to  hold  that  ballots  cast  for  "D.  M.  Car- 
penter," "M.  D.  Carpenter,"  "M.  T.  Carpenter," 
and  "Carpenter,"  might  hi' counted  fur  .Matthew 

H.  Carpenter,  upon  proof  made  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  jury  that  they  were  intended  for  him. 
Then  we  looked  at  other  contests  from  different 
states  in  the  Union.  The  same  rule  was  found 
lo  operate  in  England  in  the  case  of  Regina  \  s. 
Bradlee,  3,  Ellis  and  Ellis,  G34.  But  we  were  not 
confined  to  the  practice  in  the  National  Con- 
gress. Your  committee  diligently  searched  the 
record  of  election  cases  in  Massachusetts  and 
found  fourteen  or  fifteen  cases  decided  where 
there  was  a  mistake  in  the  name  on  the  ballots 
and  in  every  one  of  these  cases  the  doctrine  was 
held  that  w  here  the  intent  of  the  voter  could  ho 
proved  the  ballots  could  be  counted  for  the  per- 
sons for  whom  they  were  intended  to  be  cast, 
unless  by  thus  counting  them  they  would  so  con- 
tradict the  ballot  as  to  make  the  ballot 
a  farce.  Your  attention  is  respectfully 
called  to  one  case.it  is  cited  in  the  appendix, 
page  32,  Wright  vs.  Hooper.  Votes  cast  for 
Thomas  T.Wrighl  of  Marblchcad  for  represen- 
tative  should    be  counted  for  Joseph  T.  Wright. 

upon  proof  thai  there  was  no  person  named 
Tnomas  T.  Wright  in  the  district ;  that  no  per- 
son, except  Ibe  petitioner,  named  Wright,  eligi- 
ble tor  election,  then  lived  in  Marblchcad;  that 

Joseph 'I'.  Wrighl  was  one  of  the  regular  candi- 
dal es  i  il  b  is  pa  it  y  for  that  oflicc,  and  that  his 
name   was   printed  'Thomas'  instead  of  'Joseph' 

on  some  of  the  ballots  bj  mistake."    That  is  this 

case  identically.  The  same  precise  lads  exist 
in   this  case  as  exist  in  tbe  ease  we  are  now  con- 
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sideriug,  and  I  will  not  trouble  the  Council  to 
read  the  other  decisions ;  they  are  uniformly  tp 
the  same  effect.  But  our  task  was  not  completed 
when  we  had  searched  the  records  of  Congress 
and  the  Massachusetts  Legislature.  We  came 
nearer  home  and  searched  the  records  of  the 
Common  Council  to  find  out  what  its  practice 
was.  We  found  three  cases,  each  of  which  will 
be  necessary  to  be  cited  here  tonight.  We  find 
that  in  1872  votes  Ciist  for  "E.  Fitzgerald"  and  for 
"Fitzgerald"  were,  by  this  honorable  body, 
counted  for  John  E.  Fitzgerald,  a  more  palpable 
mistake  than  that  which  occurred  in  this  case 
of  Mr.  Nunan.  We  find  also  in  the  case  of 
Shunk  vs.  Wilbur,  in  1875,  votes  with  wrong 
initials  and  with  wrong  termination  of  name, 
Wilber  instead  of  Wilbur,  and  with  wrong  ini- 
tials in  front  of  the  name  spelled  incorrectly, 
counted  for  the  person  for  whom  the  committee 
found  they  were  intended  to  be  cast.  In  1876 
votes  cast  for  "C.  J.  Spenceley,"  "C.  G.  Spence- 
ley,"  and  "Spenceley,"  were  counted  for  Chris- 
topher J.  Spenceley.  In  the  case  of  Bleiler  vs. 
Rogers,  ballots  were  cast  for  both  candidates 
with  a  mistake  in  the  name  put  in  every  con- 
ceivable shape,  in  one  case  Mr.  Bleiler's  name 
was  written  "Blieler,"  instead  of  Bleiler,  and 
they  were  counted  for  the  petitioner.  In  all  these 
cases  in  the  Council  the  reports  have  been  made 
by  the  Republican  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Elections.  And  it  is  only  with  pleasure  that  we 
find  in  all  these  cases  as  in  the  cases  decided  by 
The  Massachusetts  Legislature,  partisanship  and 
political  reasons  did  not  seem  to  enter  into  the 
adjudication  of  the  respective  cases.  All  these 
cases  furnish  examples  of  changes  and  mis- 
takes hi  names  that  are  more  startling 
than  the  one  we  now  have  under  consideration. 
Mr.  President,  I  wish  to  call,  through  you,  the 
attention  of  the  Council  to  this  fact :  that  the 
only  mistake  on  these  ballots  was  the  substitu- 
tion of  a  J.  for  a  T.  in  the  first  initial  letter  of 
the  name.  I  want  to  call  your  attention  to  this 
fact,  and  I  wish  to  accent  it  r  and  I  wish  to  make 
it  a  point  which  shall  stand outas  clearly  as  pos- 
sible, that  Mr.  Nunan,  the  petitioner,  spells  his 
name  in  a  peculiar  and  unusual  way  and  that 
every  one  of  those  ballots  had  his  name  spelled 
on  them  in  this  peculiar  and  unusual  way — 
N-u-nan.  The  sitting  member  himself  con- 
fessed upon  examination  that  he  did  not  know 
in  all  South  Boston  another  citizen  whose  name 
was  spelled  as  the  petitioner's  name  is  spelled, 
that  it  was  an  unusual  way  of  spelling  it,  that  he 
knew  of  several  families  bearing  the  name 
of  Noonan,  but  that  every  one  of  them 
spelled  their  names  with  a  oo  instead  of  u. 
I  think,  Mr.  President,  that  I  have  given  the 
facts  as  they  have  presented  themselves  to  the 
committee.  In  considering  this  question  your 
committee  found  that  it  was  dealing  with  vest- 
ed rights,  that  it  was  attempting  to  mid  out  the 
voice  that  the  people  of  Ward  15  had  spoken, 
and  in  the  consideration  of  this  subject  it  threw 
aside  all  partisan  and  political  bias.  It  was 
pleasant  to  the  members  of  the  committee  to 
find  that  when  they  came  to  consider  the  evi- 
dence and  to  apply  the  law  to  the  facts  as  we 
found  them,  that  each  side  of  the  committee, 
both  Republican  and  Democratic  members, were 
willing  and  anxious  that  the  people's  intention 
and  the  people's  will  should  prevail.  I  will 
answer  the  gentleman  in  the  fourth  division 
when  he  seems  to  insinuate  that  this  com- 
mittee might  have  reported  these  facts 
earlier,  and  that  they  might  have  gotten 
their  report  hi  print  at  such  an  early  day 
that  the  members  could  have  made  themselves 
familiar  with  its  contents  and  familiar  with 
the  evidence  contained  in  the  appendix.  Since 
my  connection  with  the  municipal  government 
of  Boston  I  have  never  worked  harder  and 
longer  upon  a  committee  than  I  have  upon  the 
committee  on  elections  of  the  present  year. 
From  a  week  ago  Monday  until  the  present  day, 
excluding  Sundays— and  not  even  excluding  the 
usual  Saturday  half  holiday,  and  excluding  only 
Sundays— that  committee  has  averaged  and 
worked  at  least  three  or  four  hours  a  day.  We 
have  had  sessions  from  12  o'clock  until  9  o'clock 
in  the  night.  We  have  attempted  to  dig  through 
the  mass  of  evidence  and  strike  the  bed-rock  of 
truth.  We  have  attempted  to  get  down  to  the 
solid  facts.  No  matter  what  opinions  may  pre- 
vail as  to  the  action  of  the  committee  on  the 
cases  notnow  under  consideration,  I  feel  justified 
in  saying  that,  as  far  as  the  facts  are  concerned 


in  this  case,  your  committee  are  of  the  opinion 
that  they  have  given  the  facts  to  you  squarely, 
fairly  and  honestly  and  fully,  and  they  hope  and 
trust  that  the  preamble  and  resolve  as  recom- 
mended in  their  report  will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Gomez — When  I  asked  the  question  of  the 
speaker  who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  as  to 
whether  or  not  these  names  did  not  appear  on 
the  Labor  ballot,  I  did  not  know  that  the  action 
of  the  Committee  of  One  Hundred  had  been  so 
thoroughly  discussed  as  I  see  it  has  been  in  the 
appendix.  I  simply  intended  to  say  that  the 
Committee  of  One  Hundred  had  voted  to  place 
the  reg-ular  nominees  of  the  Republican  or  Dem- 
ocratic party  upon  their  ticket  on  election  day 
unless  they  arranged  to  do  otherwise ;  that  when 
they  put  on  their  tickets  the  names  of  Michael 
J.  Carroll  and  J.  F.  Nunan  they  supposed  them 
to  be  the  regular  nominees. 

Mr.  Xeary— As  this  matter  has  been  fully  dis- 
cussed, I  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Blume— I  merely  desire  to  say,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, that  whatever  the  view  of  the  gentlemen 
of  the  Council  may  be  upon  this  matter,  I  feel 
constrained  to  say  these  few  words:  That  I 
represented  Dr.  Provan  as  his  counsel,  and  that 
I  was  present  during  a  portion  of  the  recount.  I 
was  satisfied  long  before  the  recount  was  com- 
pleted that  the  doctor  had  not.  on  the  evidence, 
the  ghost  of  a  show  upon  which  he  could  retain 
his  seat,  and  I  frankly  told  him  so.  The  doctor 
then  felt  somewhat  aggrieved,  as  he  has  said 
here  tonight,  about  the  introduction  of  certain 
evidence.  That  evidence  I  did  not  think,  as  his 
counsel,  had  any  great  weight,  although  it  might 
have  had  more  than  the  casual  mention  of  it  at 
so  late  an  hour  might  have  produced.  I  there- 
fore am  convinced,  just  as  are  the  whole  com- 
mittee who  have  made  this  unanimous  report, 
that  Dr.  Provan  has  lost  his  seat.  There  is  no 
question  about  it  in  my  mind,  nor  do  I  think 
that  any  member  of  the  committee  had  any  hes- 
itation m  signing  the  report  as  it  has  been  made. 
Of  course  I  wish  it  had  been  otherwise.  But 
right  is  right,  and  in  my  judgment  Mr.  Nunan 
is  entitled  to  his  seat. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  merely  wish  to  say  that  I  have 
read  the  report  and  it  has  been  convincing  to 
my  mind.  It  seems  to  me  from  the  evidence  in 
the  case  that  Dr.  Provan  has  lost  his  seat,  and 
that  Mr.  Nunan  is  entitled  to  it. 

The  niain  question  was  ordered. 

The  preamble  and  resolve  were  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Whall,  it  was  voted  that  a 
committee  of  one  be  appointed  to  conduct  Mr. 
Nunan  to  the  city  clerk  to  be  qualified.  Mr. 
Carroll  was  appointed  such  committee.  He  re- 
tired and  presently  returned  with  Mr.  Nunan, 
and  reported  that  Mr.  Niuian  had  .  been  duly 
qualified  by  the  city  clerk.  Mr.  Nunan  took  his 
seat  in  the  Council. 

WARD  FOUR  CONTESTED  ELECTION  CASE. 

Mr.  Whall  submitted  the  following  (City  Doc. 
11): 

In  Common  Council,  Jan.  13,  1887. 

The  Committee  on  Elections,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Edwin  F.  Dunn,  asking  for 
a  recount  of  the  vote*  cast  for  said  Dunn  and 
William  H.  Oakes,  as  members  of  the  Common 
Council,  at  the  late  municipal  election  in  Ward 
4,  and  praying  that  the  vacant  seat  from  said 
ward  be  awarded  to  said  Dunn,  having  consid- 
ered the  subject,  begs  leave  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report : 

A  recount  made  by  your  committee,  in  the 
presence  of  Messrs.  Dunn  and  Oakes,  showed 
that,  on  the  ballots  returned  by  the  election  offi- 
cers at  said  election : 

Edwin  F.  Dunn    received '..776  votes; 

William  H.  Oakes       "         765  votes,  and 

W.  H.  Oakes  ".         1  vote. 

For  reasons  similar  to  those  given  at  length  in 
the  report  of  your  committee  in  the  controver- 
ted election  in  Ward  15,  the  vote  cast  for  W.  H. 
Oakes  was  counted  for  William  H.  Oakes. 

The  ballot  alleged  by  the  petitioner  to  have 
been  cast  for  him  and  not  to  have  been  counted 
by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  was,  upon  examina- 
tion, found  not  to  have  been  cast  for  the  peti- 
tioner, and  accordingly,  your  committee,  by  a 
unanimout  vote,  refused  to  count  said  ballot  for 
the  petitioner,  and  by  a  like  vote  your  commit- 
tee found  that  said  Dunn  and  said  Oakes  each 
received  766  votes  on  the  ballots  returned  by  the 
election  officers  of  said  ward,  and  counted  by 
your  committee  at  said  recount. 


39 


COMMON     COUNCIL . 


Had  the  petitioner  claimed  only  a  recount  of 
said  ballots,  the  duty  of  your  committee  would 
have  then  been  completed  by  reporting  the  above 
facts  to  the  Common  Council. 

The  petitioner,  however,  made  the  further 
claim  that,  at  said  election,  a  vote  for  him  was, 
by  mistake  of  the  voter,  deposited  in  the  box 
provided  for  the  reception  of  votes  on  the  license 
question,  in  Precinct  3  of  said  ward ;  that  said 
vote  was  not  counted  for  him;  and  that  said 
vote  was  illegally  thrown  out  and  destroyed  by 
the  election  officers  of  said  precinct. 

This  claim  presented  for  the  consideration  of 
your  committee  two  questions — one  of  fact,  the 
other  of  law. 

1.  Upon  the  question  of  fact,  a  lengthy  hear- 
ing was  given  at  which  the  evidence  was  pro- 
duced, which  may  be  found  in  the  appendix. 

The  petitioner  claimed  that  one  Frank  S. 
Barnes,  a  legal  and  qualified  voter  of  Precinct  3, 
in  Ward  4,  and  having  his  residence  at  102  Pearl 
street,  Charlestown,  did.  at  the  late  municipal 
election,  by  mistake,  deposit  a  ballot  bearing  the 
names  of  your  petitioner.Patrick  Coyle,  and  Peter 
T.  Costello,  for  the  Common  Council,  in  the  box 
provided  for  the  reception  of  votes  on  the  license 
question  in  said  precinct,  instead  of  in  the  regis- 
tering box  provided  for  the  purpose;  that  said 
ballot  was  deposited  at  or  about  8  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  said  election;  that  said  Barnes  a 
short  time  thereafter  discovered  his  mistake,  and 
made  it  known  to  the  election  officers;  that 
thereupon  John  Powell,  the  warden  of  said  pre- 
cinct, made  a  partial  search  for  said  ballot  and 
did  not  complete  the  search  because  the  clerk 
told  him  his  search  was  illegal :  that  said  Barnes 
did  not  deposit  any  ballot  at  said  election  in  the 
registering  box ;  that  after  the  close  of  the  polls 
at  said  election,  and  after  the  counting  of  the 
ballots  for  common  councilmen  and  the  wrap- 
ping up  of  said  ballots  into  packages,  the  warden, 
while  counting  the  votes  deposited  in  the  box 
provided  for  the  reception  of  votes  on  the  license 
question,  discovered  the  ballot  cast  as  aforesaid 
by  said  Barnes ;  that  said  ballot  was  then  seen 
by  the  election  officers  and  said  Barnes;  that 
said  ballot  was  put  on  top  of  a  ballot-box,  and, 
at  the  suggestion  of  the  clerk,  was  not  counted; 
and  that  said  ballot  was  taken  from  said  pre- 
cinct by  said  warden  and  destroyed  or  lost. 

From  the  evidence,  your  committee  was  of  the 
unanimous  opinion  that  said  Frank  S.  Barnes  did 
deposit  a  ballot  in  the  box  provided  for  the  recep- 
tion of  votes  on  the  license  question  in  said  pre- 
cinct, and  that  said  ballot  was  a  "Regular  Dem- 
ocratic-' ballot,  bearing  the  names  of  Edwin  F. 
Dunn,  Patrick  Coyle  and  Peter  T.  Costello  for 
the  Common  Council. 

Said  Barnes  swore  most  positively  that  he  did 
not  vote  in  the  registering  box  at  any  time  at 
that  election,  and  that  he  did  vote  only  in  the 
"Yes  and  No" box. 

The  warden  corroborated  this  evidence  by 
stating  that  Barnes  did  not  vote  in  the  register- 
ing box,  when  his  name  was  checked,  or  at  any 
time  during  the  day  while  the  warden  was  pres- 
ent. 

The  name  of  Frank  S.  Barnes  appeared  upon 
the  checklist  checked.  There  is  no  evidence 
that  he  presented  himself  to  vote  at  any  time 
when  the  warden  was  not  present,  and  the 
undersigned,  a  majority  of  your  committee, find, 
from  the  evidence,  that  said  Barnes  did  not  at 
any  time  during  said  election  place  a  ballot  in 
the  registering  box,  and  that  he  voted  in  "Yes 
and  No"  box  alone. 

The  undersigned  also  find,  from  the  evidence, 
that  shortly  atter  casting  said  Democratic  ballot 
containing  the  names  of  said  Dunn,  Coyle,  and 
Costello  in  the  "Yes  and  No"  box,  said  Barnes 
tried  to  rectify  his  mistake,  and  was  prevented 
from  so  doing  by  the  action  of  the  election  offi- 
cers of  said  precinct.  The  undersigned  also  find 
that  said  ballot  was,  after  the  close  of  the  polls, 
found  by  the  warden  among  the  votes  cast  upon 
the  license  question,  noticed  by  him  to  be  a 
regular  Democratic  ballot,  and  by  him  placed 
aside  for  the  time  being;  that  said  ballot  was 
not  counted,  but  was  taken  from  said  precinct 
by  said  warden,  and  by  him  either  destroyed  or 
lost. 

The  undersigned  are  of  the  opinion  that  said 
ballot  should  have  been  preserved  by  the  elec- 
tion officers  of  said  precinct  and  sent,  properly 
sealed,  and  with  an  endorsement  as  to  where 
and  how  it  was  deposited,  to  the  city  clerk  with 
the  other  ballots.    This  course,  while  relieving 


the  election  officers  of  the  necessity  of  counting 
or  destroying  the  ballot,  would  have  preserved 
for  your  committee  the  very  best  evidence  as  to 
the  identity  and  character  of  the  ballot.  The 
undersigned  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  provi- 
sions of  Section  16  of  Chapter  299  of  the  acts  of 
the  year  18S4,  relative  to  the  removal  of  ballots 
from  the  registering  ballot  boxes,  do  not  apply  to 
ballots  cast  in  a  separate  non-registering  box  on 
the  question  to  be  voted  on  under  Section  5,  of 
Chapter  100  of  the  Public  Statutes,  and  that 
when  said  Barnes  told  said  warden  that  he  had 
deposited  his  ballot  in  the  wrong  box,  said  war- 
den could  have  legally  examined  all  of  said 
"Yes"  and  "No"  ballots,  and  it  was  his  duty  to 
have  done  so  then. 

The  undersigned  find  that  said  Barnes  was 
prevented  from  rectifying  his  mistake  either 
through  the  illegal  acts  or  the  ignorance  of  the 
precinct  officers. 

It  appeared  in  evidence  that  the  register  regis- 
tered 413  votes,  and,  from  an  inspection  of  the 
check-lists,  the  names  of  407  male  and  six  female 
voters  were  found  checked,  An  examination 
of  the  ballots  themselves,  however,  showed 
only  408  votes  for  mayor  and  two  tickets 
for  School  Committee.  Several  of  the  408 
ballots  cast  for  mayor  had  only  votes  for 
School  Committee  besides,  and  the  under- 
signed are  of  the  opinion  that  the  four 
missing  votes  of  the  women  voters  may  be  thus 
accounted  for.  If  this  be  so,  then  the  ballot-box 
has  the  votes  of  only  404  male  voters,  while  407 
are  checked.  If  this  be  not  so,  then  one  man 
must  have  voted  without  having  been  checked, 
and  four  women  voters  that  were  checked  did 
not  vote. 

The  records  of  the  clerk  show  glaring  inaccu- 
racies and  his  returns  are  found  false  by  a  count 
of  the  ballots  both  on  the  license  question  and 
for  municipal  officers. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  have  accepted  as 
evidence  only  such  facts  as  are  evident  from  the 
ballots  themselves,  or  sworn  to  by  witnesses 
who  gave  evidence  at  the  hearing.  The  bearing 
of  the  witnesses  upon  the  stand,  and  their  un- 
willingness to  swear  to  any  fact  not  within  their 
own  knowledge,  gave  to  the  undersigned  the 
assurance  that  they  testified  to  the  truth,  the 
whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth.  The 
fact  that  said  Barnes  sought  to  rectify  his  mis- 
take a  few  minutes  after  he  made  it,  and  the 
further  facts  that  the  election  officers  heard  his 
complaint,  and  afterwards  found  his  ballot 
where  lie  claimed  to  have  deposited  it,  convinced 
the  undersigned  that  this  is  no  trumped-up 
story,  gotten  up  for  the  occasion.  The  witnesses 
for  the  petitioner  testify  only  to  what  each  of 
them  knows.  There  are  slight  differences  in 
their  evidence,  but  from  it  may  be  found  "sub- 
stantial truth  in  circumstantial  variety."  If  the 
story  of  these  witnesses  were  a  false  one,  they 
could  have  easily  agreed  to  testify  to  a  particu- 
lar story.  If  they  were  willing  to  perjure  them- 
selves, they  could  easily  in  many  places  in  the 
evidence  have  testified  positively  and  uni- 
formly. 

The  undersigned  would  again  respectfully  call 
the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the  fact  that 
your  committee,  by  votes,  in  which  the  minor- 
ity concurred  with  the  majority,  found  that  said 
Barnes  did  deposit  a  Democratic  ballot  in  the 
box  provided  lor  the  "Yes  and  No"  vote,  and 
that  said  ballot  contained  the  names  of  said 
Dunn,  Coyle,  and  Costella  for  the  Common 
Council. 

The  undersigned  do  not  agree  with  the 
minority  in  accepting  the  check-list  as  conclu- 
sive evidence  that  said  Barnes  deposited  his  vote 
in  the  registering  box,  particularly  when  said 
Barnes  denies  having  done  so,  and  is  corrobor- 
ated in  his  denial  by  said  warden,  who  had 
charge  of  said  registering  box,  and  whose  credi- 
bility is  in  no  way  sought  to  be  impeached. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  find  that  the  peti- 
tioner, as  far  as  he  alleges  facts  as  to  this  par- 
ticular ballot,  has  proved  the  truth  of  the  facts 
he  alleges. 

2.  Should  this  ballot,  cast  as  aforesaid,  be 
counted? 

This  presented  a  question  of  law,  upon  which 
the  majority  of  your  committee  failed  to  agree 
with  the  minority. 

The  minority  of  your  committee  contended 
that  this  ballot  could  not  be  counted,  and  cited 
in  support  of  their  contention  Section  11  of  Chap- 
ter 299  of  the  Acts  of  1884,  which  says:    "All  bal- 
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lots  cast  at  any  such  election"  (that  is,  any  na- 
tional. State,  district,  county,  or  municipal  elec- 
tion) "held  on  or  after  the  first  day  of  November 
in  the  year  1884,  shall  be  deposited  in  such 
boxes"  (that  is,  registering  boxes),  "and  no  bal- 
lot shall  be  counted  in  ascertaining  the  result  of 
such  election  unless  so  deposited  or  cancelled 
or  deposited  in  accordance  with  the  two  follow- 
ing sections." 

The  section  appears  to  be  not  only  directory, 
but  mandatory  also,  and  the  question  arises 
upon  whom  is  it  mandatory?  The  majority  of 
your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  said  sec- 
tion is  mandatory  only  upon  election  officers 
and  canvassing  boards,  and  is  not  mandatory 
upon  the  Common  Council,  or  bodies  entrusted 
by  the  law  with  similar  powers  in  the  premises. 

By  Section  24  of  the  city  charter  (edition  of 
188C).  the  Common  Council  is  made  the  sole 
judge  of  the  election,  returns  and  qualifications 
of  its  own  members.  In  this  particular  its  de- 
cision is  final,  and,  like  other  legislative  bodies 
having  the  same  rights,  it  is  a  law  unto  itself. 

In  the  investigation  of  questions  concerning 
the  election,  returns  and  qualification  of  its 
own  members,  it  has  not  only  the  powers  of  a 
law  court,  but  also  those  of  a  court  of  equity. 
In  this  particular  it  differs  from  election  officers 
or  canvassing  boards. 

These  latter  have  to  take  the  ballots  as  they 
find  them,  and  have  no  nower  to  go  behind  them 
to  ascertain  the  intention  of  the  voter.  The 
Common  Council  has  a  larger  power  than  this. 
It  can  go  behind  the  ballot,  ascertain  the  intent 
of  the  voter,  apply  that  intent  to  an  imperfect 
ballot,  and  give  to  that  ballot  the  force  and 
weight  it  would  have  had  if  originally  cast  in  a 
perfect  state. 

The  Common  Council  has  a  right  to  ascertain, 
in  the  present  case,  what  candidates  were  the 
choice  of  the  majority  of  the  voters  in 
Ward  4;  and,  if  a  majority  has  made  a 
choice,  to  give  effect  to  the  voice  of  the  major- 
ity. The  undersigned  contend  that  the  vote  of 
said  Barnes  should  be  counted  for  the  petitioner, 
Edwin  F.  Dunn.  Said  Barnes  was  a  legal  and 
qualified  voter  of  said  ward.  He  appeared  at 
the  proper  polling-place  with  his  ballot,  and  de- 
posited it  in  what,  for  the  time  being,  he  con- 
sidered the  proper  ballot-box.  As  soon  as  he 
discovered  his  mistake  he  sought  to  rectify  it, 
hut  was  not  allowed  to  do  so  by  the  election  offi- 
cers. When  he  deposited  his  ballot  in  the  li- 
cense-box, he  had  voted  for  municipal  officers 
or  he  had  not.  If  he  had,  then  his  vote,  now 
identified  and  its  absence  explained,  should  be 
counted  for  the  candidates  he  cast  it  for'.  If  he 
had  not  voted,  then  he  should  have  been  al- 
lowed to  vote  again,  and  should  not  have  been 
prevented  from  doing  so  by  the  election  officers. 

It  would  have  been  perfectly  legal  for  the  elec- 
tion officers  to  have  allowed  him  to  have  with- 
drawn his  misplaced  ballot  from  the  non-regis- 
tering box,  and  to  have  placed  it  in  the  register- 
ing box,  sealed,  if  necessary,  for  greater  pre- 
caution. The  point  which  the  undersigned  de- 
sire to  make  is  that  said  Barnes  coiilei  hot  be 
disfranchised  by  the  election  officers  at  said 
election  by  reason  of  a  mistake  discovered  dur- 
ing the  progress  of  the  election,  and  sought  to 
be  rectified  by  said  Barnes  before  the  polls  had 
closed. 

The  mistake  was  susceptible  of  rectification. 
That  it  was  not  rectified  was  due  to  no  lack  of 
effort  on  the  part  of  the  voter,  but  only  to  either 
the  illegal  acts  or  ignorance  of  the  election 
officers. 

The  fact  that  the  ballot  in  question  was  after- 
wards destroyed  or  lost  should  not  prevent  the 
Council  from  counting  the  ballot,  if  its  contents 
as  in  this  case,  are  proved  by  competent  evi- 
dence. The  loss  of  the  ballot,  or  its  destruction, 
only  alters  the  evidence  by  which  the  wrill  and 
Intent  of  the  voter  may  be  ascertained. 

In  People  v.  Bates  (11  Mich.,  362),  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  State  of  Michigan  held  that  "an 
elector  is  not  to  be  deprived  of  his  vote  either  by 
the  mistake  or  fraud  of  an  inspector  in  deposit- 
ing it  in  the  wrong  box,  if  the  intention  of  the 
voter  can  be  ascertained  with  reasonable  cer- 
tainty. jSfor  should  ballots  be  rejected  because 
of  being  put  in  the  wront)  boy  by  the  honest  mis- 
take of  the  voters  themselves." 

"It  is  safe  to  say  that  a  mistake  will  always  be 
corrected,  if  it  can  be  corrected,  and  therefore 
the  purpose  of  the  party  seeking  to  get  the  ben- 
efit of  ballots  cast  into  the  wrong  box  should  be 


to  prove  that  they  were  good  and  honest  ballots, 
and  were  placed  there  by  mistake,  or  without 
his  fault.  Wherever  this  is  clearly  shown,  the 
mistake  may  be  corrected,  if  not  by  the  officers 
of  the  election,  at  least  by  the  tribunal  trying 
the  case."— McCrary  on  Elections,  Sect.  132. 

The  undersigned  contend  that  it  is  within  the 
power  of  this  Council  to  count  the  ballot  depos- 
ited in  the  wrong  box,  and  that  the  provisions 
of  Section  11  of  Chapter  299  of  the  Acts  of  the 
year  1884  do  not  apply  to  the  Common  Council. 

Your  attention  is  respectfully  called  to  the  fact 
that,  within  the  last  month,  the  Supreme  Judi- 
cial Court  of  Massachusetts  declined  to  grant  to 
a  petitioner  its  writ  of  mandamus  or  injunction 
in  the  matter  of  the  election  of  a  member  of 
the  Common  Council  of  the  city  of  Lowell,  for 
the  reason  that  the  Common  Council  to  which 
said  petitioner  claimed  to  have  been  elected  had 
by  law  the  right  to  disregard  a  mandamus  or  in- 
junction in  such  a  matter,  and  was  the  sole 
judge  in  the  premises. 

Provisions  of  a  statute  may  be  mandatory  on 
election  officers,  and  yet  only  directory  as  far  as 
legislative  bodies  like  the  Common  Council  are 
concerned,  in  questions  touching  the  election, 
returns,  and  qualifications  of  their  members. 

That  this  position  is  true,  the  undersigned  are 
convinced  f  rom  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Justice  Field 
of  our  own  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  in  the  case  of 
Commonwealth  v.  Smith,  132  Mass.,  289,  296, 
where  it  is  laid  down  that,  whether  provisions 
like  the  one  above  are  directory  or  mandatory 
upon  the  election  officers  in  cities  and  towns, 
upon  a  case  of  a  controverted  election  brought 
before  a  legislative  body  (like  the  Common  Coun- 
cil) vested  with  the  power  of  determining  the 
election,  such  provisions  may  well  be  held  direc- 
tory only. 

Wherefore,  from  the  evidence,  the  undersign- 
ed find  that,  in  the  late  municipal  election  in 
Ward  4,  for  the  Common  Council, 

Edwin  F.  Dunn  received  767  votes,  and 
William  H.  Oakes  received  766 ; 
that  said  Edwin  F.  Dunn,  the  petitioner,  lias  a 
majority  of  one  vote  over  said  William  H.  Oakes 
and  that  said  Edwin  F.  Dunn  was  duly  elected  a 
member  of  the  Common  Council,  and  is  entitled 
to  the  vacant  seat  from  Ward  4. 

The  undersigned  accordingly  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  accompanying  preamble  and 
resolve.  William  B.  F.  Whall, 

William  H.  Murphy, 
Edward  J.  Leaky. 

Whereas  it  appears  from  an  inspection  of  the 
ballots,  and  from  other  competent  evidence, 
that  Edwin  F.  Dunn  was  duly  elected  a  member 
of  the  Common  Council  from  Ward  4,  at  the  late 
municipal  election. 

Resolved,  That  Edwin  F,  Dunn  is  entitled  to 
the  seat  now  vacant  from  Ward  4. 
Minority   Report. 

The  undersigned,  members  of  the  Committee 
on  Elections  of  the  Common  Council,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Edwin  F.  Dunn, 
asking  for  a  recount  of  the  votes  cast  at  the  mu- 
nicipal election  in  Ward  4,  in  the  city  of  Bo  ston, 
on  the  14th  day  of  December,  1886,  also  praying 
that  he  be  awarded  a  seat  in  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, dissent  from  the  opinions  expressed  by  the 
majority  of  the  committee,  and  respectfully  sub- 
mit why,  in  their  opinion,  he  is  not  entitled  to  a 
seat  in  said  body. 

By  the  recount  made  by  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men of  the  city  of  Boston,  on  the  22d  day  of  De- 
cember, 1886,  of  the  votes  cast  in  Ward  4  for 
members  of  the  Common  Council  for  the  year 
1887,  it  appeared  that  Patrick  Coyle  and  George 
N.  Fisher,  Jr..  having  received  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  votes  were  elected ;  and  that  by  a  tie  be- 
tween the  petitioner,  Edwin  F.  Dunn  and  Wil- 
liam H.  Oakes,  there  was  no  choice  of  a  third 
member  of  said  Common  Council. 

In  order  to  verify  the  recount  of  votes  for  said 
Dunn  and  said  Oakes,  and  inasmuch  as  the  pe- 
titioner alleged  that  errors  had  been  made 
against  him  in  said  recount  by  said  Board  of 
Aldermen,  your  committee  made  a  careful  ex- 
amination and  recount  of  the  ballots,  and  found 
that  the  result  agreed  exactly  with  that  made 
by  said  Board,  each  candidate  receiving  766 
votes. 

Vote  by  precincts  follows : 

12  3  4 

William  H.  Oakes 255        180        112        219  =  760 

Edwin  F.Dunn 87        260       275        144  =  766 
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The  petitioner  also  represented  that  a  ballot 
with  his  name  thereon  for  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mon Council,  at  said  election,  was  deposited  by 
mistake  of  the  voter  in  the  box  intended  for  the 
reception  of  votes  on  the  license  question,  at 
Precmct  3  in  Ward  4,  and  that  said  ballot  was 
thrown  out  by  the  election  officers,  and  not 
counted  for  him  ;  and  that  if  it  had  been  counted 
for  him,  it  would  have  given  him,  the  petitioner, 
a  majority  of  votes  over  said  W.  H.  Oakes. 

With  reference  to  this  matter,  a  meeting  of 
your  committee  was  held  at  which  the  petition- 
er appeared,  accompanied  by  counsel,  and  also 
appealed  W.  H.  Oakes,  without  counsel. 

The  first  witness  was  Frank  S.  Barnes,  who 
testified  under  oath  that  he  was  a  duly  qualified 
voter  in  said  ward,  residing  at  102  Pearl  street ; 
that  his  name  was  on  the  voting-list  in  Precinct 
3  of  said  ward,  and  there  was  offered  in  evidence, 
as  proof  of  this,  the  voting-list  used  in  said  pre- 
cinct at  said  election ;  that  he  received  from  one 
Thomas  F.  Cauley  a  ballot  bearing  the  name  of 
Edwin  F.  Dunn  as  candidate  for  the  Common 
Council;  that  he  arrived  at  the  polling-place 
about  7  o'clock  in  the  morning;  that  he  went  up 
to  the  polls  about  half  an  hour  after  getting 
there,  accompanied  by  said  Cauley,  and  then 
and  there  voted  said  ballot;  that  after  leaving 
the  polls  he  went  outside  and  distributed  bal- 
lots, and  that  hearing  of  some  one  who  had  at- 
tempted to  cast  a  long  ballot  in  the  box  designed 
for  the  votes  on  the  license  question,  it  occurred 
to  him,  Barnes,  that  he  himself  had  done  that 
very  thing. 

He  testified  further  that  it  might  have  been 
15  minutes  or  half  an  hour,  or  even  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour  after  voting,  before  it  oc- 
curred to  him,  he  not  having  had  his  attention 
called  to  the  fact  of  his  mistake  by  any  one 
there ;  that  thereupon  he  went  to  the  warden 
and  said  to  him  that  he.  Barnes,  had  cast  his 
ballot  in  the  wrong  box ;  that  the  warden  then 
put  his  hand  into  the  box  containing  said  license 
votes,  and,  after  feeling  around,  replied  that  he 
could  not  find  any  such  ballot.  Witness  further 
testified  that  he  was  present  when  the  ballot 
boxes  were  emptied,  after  the  close  of  the  polls, 
and  saw  a  ballot  emptied  out  of  the  box  contain- 
ing the  license  votes;  that  he  did  not  see  the 
face  of  said  ballot,  but  that  he  knew  it  was  his 
as  he  had  put  it  there  in  the  morning. 

Recalled  later,  he  testified  that  he  received 
from  said  Cauley,  on  his  arrival  at  the  ward- 
room, a  number  of  Democratic  ballots  for  distri- 
bution, and  that  he  voted  one  of  them. 

Thomas  F.  Cauley  testified  under  oath  that  he 
gave  to  said  Barnes  a  Democratic  ballot,  having 
thereon  the  name  of  Edwin  F.  Dunn  for  Com- 
mon Council ;  that  he  and  Barnes  went  to  the 
rail  together  to  vote :  and  he,  Cauley,  voted  be- 
fore said  Barnes,  but  did  not  say  anything  to 
him,  Barnes,  about  his,  Barnes,  having  cast  his 
ballot  in  the  box  intended  for  license  votes ;  that 
the  box  for  license  votes  was  not  closely 
guarded. 

John  Powell,  warden  of  said  precinct,  testified 
that  he  was  spoken  to  by  said  Barnes  between  9 
and  10  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  said  election 
day,  calling  his,  Powell's,  attention  to  the  fact 
that  he,  Barnes,  had  voted  in  the  wrong  box; 
that  he,  Powell,  examined  the  contents  of  said 
box,  but  could  not  find  said  ballot,  and  so  in- 
formed said  Barnes;  that,  on  emptying  the  box 
containing  the  votes  on  the  license  question,  at 
the  close  of  the  polls,  a  long  ballot  was  found: 
that  he  did  not  notice  thereon  the  name  of 
Dunn ;  that,  to  the  best  of  his  recollection,  it 
was  a  Democratic  ballot,  with  the  cut  of  Mayor 
O'Brien  at  the  head;  but  that  he  could  not  speak 
positively  as  to  any  name  on  said  ballot ;  that  he 
was  not  sure  what  had  been  done  with  said  bal- 
lot, and  could  not  produce  it ;  though  he  might 
have  crumpled  it  in  his  hand  and  dropped  it  on 
the  floor;  he  further  testified  that  there  were 
413  ballots  in  the  regulation  box,  six  of  which 
were  women's  votes;  that  the  regulation  box 
was  in  use  all  the  day,  from  the  opening  to  the 
close  of  the  noils,  and  was  not  removed  from 
public  view,  nor  opened  during  the  day. 

John  F.  O'Brien  then  testified  that  he  acted  as 
one  of  the  inspectors  behind  the  rail  in  said  pre- 
cinct in  said  ward,  and  at  the  close  of  the  polls  a 
long  ballot  was  found  among  the  ballots  depos- 
ited in  the  box  containing  the  votes  on  the 
license  question;  that  he  did  not  see  the  face  of 
it,  and  could  not  say  whether  it  was  a  Repub- 
lican or  a  Democratic  ballot. 


Here  ended  the  case  of  the  petitioner. 

The  foregoing  is  a  report  of  the  substance  of 
the  testimony  as  presented  by  the  petitioner,  a 
full  report  of  which  appears  herewith  printed. 

The  undersigned  can  see  nothing  in  the  testi- 
mony given  by  Cauley,  Powell  and  O'Brien  to 
substantiate  the  statement  of  said  Barnes,  viz., 
that  the  name  of  the  petitioner  was  on  the  bal- 
lot alleged  to  have  been  cast  by  said  Barnes ; 
and  the  only  testimony  produced  to  prove  such 
a  fact  was  given  by  him,  Barnes,  alone. 

Mr.  Oakes  offered  Richard  Coleman,  but  his 
evidence  only  went  to  show  that  he  was  at  the 
polls  in  said  precinct  all  day,  and  heard  nothing 
about  a  ballot  being  cast  in  the  wrong  box. 

Charles  F.  Dimond,  Jr.,  testified  that  he  was 
there  during  the  forenoon,  and  that  somewhere 
about  10  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  he,  while  stand- 
ing near  the  door  to  the  ward-room,  heard  a 
man  say  to  some  other  man,  "Here,  you  voted  in 
the  wrong  box."  Did  not  know  the  man;  did 
not  see  his  face ;  the  man  was,  perhaps,  five  feet 
away,  with  his  back  towards  him.  This  evi- 
dence proved  nothing  one  way  or  the  other. 

After  the  parties  in  interest  and  counsel  for  the 
petitioner  and  witnesses  had  withdrawn,  your 
committee  counted  the  checks  on  the  voting- 
list  against  the  names  of  those  voters  who  had 
exercised  their  right  to  cast  a  vote,  and  found 
that  413  men  and  women  had  voted,  this  includ- 
ing the  check  against  the  name  of  said  Frank  S. 
Barnes,  102  Pearl  street.  Comparing  this  with 
the  report  rendered  to  the  city  clerk,  signed  by 
the  warden,  inspectors,  and  clerk  of  the  precinct, 
we  find  that  the  return  was  as  follows  : 

For  Mayor.— Hugh  O'Brien 263 

Thomas  N.  Hart 104 

George  E.  McNeill 38 

Scattering 8 

A  total  of 413 

agreeing  exactly  with  the  number  of  names 
checked  on  the  voting-list,  thus  accounting  by 
the  vote  returned  for  every  voter  whose  name 
was  checked  on  the  list. 

This  is  susceptible  of  but  one  explanation, 
viz. :  that  every  voter  whose  name  was  checked 
on  the  list  was  represented  by  a  ballot  in  the 
box,  according  to  the  returns  of  the  ward 
officers.  Frank  S.  Barnes'  name  is  checked  as 
having  voted.  To  count  one  more  vote  for  the 
petitioner  would  be  to  return  414  votes  where 
only  413  votes  were  cast. 

There  being  some  inaccuracies  in  the  record 
of  the  clerk  of  the  precinct,  which  appeared  on 
the  face  of  the  record  as  made  up,  your  commit- 
tee decided  to  count  the  ballots  in  the  box  as  re- 
turned to  City  Hall,  and  found  therein  410  bal- 
lots, two  of  which  were  women's  ballots.  Re- 
member that  the  warden  testified  that  there 
were  in  the  regulation  box,  as  shown  by  the 
count,  407  municipal  ballots  and  six  women's 
ballots.  Your  committee  found  as  above,  408 
municipal  ballots,  being  an  increase  of  one.  Is 
it  unlikely  that  the  ballot  which  disappeared  no 
one  knows  how,  found  its  way  back  into  the  box 
containing  the  yes  and  no  votes? 

In  the  light  of  the  whole  evidence  as  given 
your  committee,  the  undersigned  cannot  agree 
with  the  majority  that  the  petitioner  has  made 
out  his  case ;  and  to  count  a  ballot  which  is  not 
produced,  for  one  whose  name  does  not  appear 
(dearly  to  have  been  on  said  ballot,  and  which 
ballot  if  cast  is  placed  in  a  box  other'than  that 
provided  by  law,  would  be  establishing  a  dan- 
gerous precedent,  throwing  wide  open  the  door 
to  fraud,  subversive  of  honest  government,  per- 
nicious in  its  influence,  demoralizing  in  its  ten- 
dency, and  contrary  to  law. 

Chapter  299,  Statutes  1884. 

Section  10.  The  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  shall 
provide  everv  city  and  town  with  a  ballot-box  for  use  at 
each  polling  precinct  or  placeof  meeting  for  the  election., 
of  national,  State,  district,  county,  or  municipal  Officersf 
Said  boxes  shall  be  approved  bv'the  secretary,  treasurer, 
arid  auditor  of  the  Commonwealth,  or  by  a  majority  of 
them,  shall  have  sufficient  and  secure  locks  and  keys,  or 
seal  fastenings,  and  shall  contain  mechanical  devices  for 
receiving,  registering,  and  cancelling  every  ballot  de- 
posited therein :  but  no  such  box  shall  record  any  number 
or  mark  upon  anv  ballot  or  envelope  by  which  said  ballots 
or-.enveldpes  can  be  distinguished  from  each  other.  Said 
ballot-boxes  shall  be  purchased  by  the  secretary,  at  a 
price  not  exceeding  jstf,0  each,  and  shall  be  paid  for  out  of 
the  State  treasury. 

Sec.  1 1.  All  ballots  cast  at  any  such  elect  ion  held  on  or  af- 
ter the  first  day  of  November  in  the  yea'r eighteen  hundred 
and  eighty-four  shall  be  deposited  in  such  boxes,  and  no 
ballot  shall  be  counted  in  ascertaining  the  result  of  such 
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election  unless. so  deposited  and  cancelled,  or  deposited  in 
accordance  with  the  two  following  sections. 

Sec.  12.  If  for  any  cause  it  shall  become  Impossible  at 
any  election  to  make  use  of  the  ballot-box  furnished  by 
the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  as  herein  provided, 
the  balloting  shall  proceed  as  the  presiding  officers  at  said 
election  shall  direct;  the  clerk  shall  make  a  record  of  the 
facts  pertaining  thereto,  and  return  an  attested  copy  of 
his  record  thereof,  enclosed  in  the  envelope  provided  ac- 
cording to  law  for  the  return  of  the  ballots  cast  at  such 
election. 

Sec.  13.  If  a  ballot  shall  be  cast  enclosed  in  a  sealed 
envelope,  as  provided  by  law,  the  cancellation  of  said  en- 
velope shall  be  deemed  a  cancellation  of  the  ballot,  and 
(he  presiding  officer  at  said  election  shall  preserve  said 
ballot,  replaced  in  the  envelope  which  enclosed  the  same, 
with  the  other  ballots  cast  at  said  election. 

These  sections  contain  the  law  regulating 
elections  for 'municipal  officers,  and  the  argu- 
ment that  this  bdttyisthe  sole  judge  of  the  qual- 
ifications and  elections  of  its  members  is  good  so 
far  as  it  does  not  contravene  the  statute. 

The  undersigned,  a  minority  of  your  commit- 
tee, therefore  submit  the  following  resolve : 

Robert  H.  Bowman, 
Jacob  Fottler. 

Whereas,  From  an  examination  of  the  ballots 
cast  at  the  last  municipal  election,  it  appears 
that  Edwin  F.  Dium  and  William  H.  Oakes  re- 
ceived a  like  number  of  votes  for  members  of 
the  Common  Council  from  Ward  4,  to  wit:  766 
votes  each,  it  is  therefore — 

Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  informing  them  that  a  vacancy 
exists  in  the  Common  Council  in  the  representa- 
tion from  Ward  4,  from  the  fact  that,  owing  to  a 
tie  vote  between  two  of  the  candidates,  but  two 
members  were  elected  in  said  ward,  at  the 
municipal  election  in  December  last. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  make  the.  same  motion  that 
the'  reading  the  majority  and  minority  reports 
be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the  clerk  read 
merely  the  two  orders  attached  to  the  two  re- 
ports. I  merely  want  to  save  time.  We  have  all 
had  a  good  chance  to  know  about  them. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  again  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  will  not  insist  upon  any  such  action  as 
that.  We  have  already  wasted  nearly  half  an 
hour  upon  the  previous  matter.  If  the  other  re- 
port had  been  read  it  would  have  satisfied  every 
member  that  the  action  of  the  committee  was 
wise.  Now  we  don't  know  but  that  the  same 
action  has  taken  place  here.  I  wish,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, to  have  these  reports  read 

Mr.  Fowler— I  think  that  these  reports  should 
be  laid  upon  the  table  or  made  the  special  order 
for  the  next  meeting,  so  that  all  members  may 
have  an  opportunity  to  know  what  they  are 
voting  upon.  I  therefore  move  that  the  report 
be  made  the  special  order  for  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Common  Council  at  8  o'clock. 

Mr.  Whall— I  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  ask  that  when  the  vote  is 
taken  it  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Wilson— Do  I  understand  that  if  the 
previous  question  is  ordered  no  debate  will  take 
place  on  this  report? 

The  President— The  question  will  then  come 
upon  dispensing  with  the  reading  of  the  report, 
if  the  previous  question  is  carried. 

The  main  question  was  ordered,  yeas  40,  nays 
28. 

Yeas— Barry,  Carroll,  Cochran,  Coleman,  Con- 
nolly, Coyle,  Davern,  Desmond,  Dolan,  Duggan, 
Foss,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez.  Hag- 
garty,  Harrington,  Hayes,  Keliher,  Kellev,  Ken- 
nedy, Leary,  McEnaney,  McKenna,  McNary, 
J.  Murphy,  J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy, 
( >'Mealey,  Perry,  E.  J.  Powers,  Reillv,  Short,  J. 
H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevens, 
Tracey,  Whall,  Whitmore— 40. 

Nays— Atwood,  Blume,  Bowman,  Burr,  Car- 
stensen,  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Fisher,  Fottler, 
Fowler,  Frost,  Ladd,  Lattimore,  Lauten,  Light, 
F.  Monson,  F.  R.  Morrison,  Norton,  Perkins, 
C.  C.  Powers,  Richards,  Sanger,  Shaw,  Snow,  E. 
Sullivan,  Tuttle,  Webster,  Wilson— 28. 

Absent  or  not  voting,— Mahoney,  Provan, 
Thayer,  Nunan. — 4. 

It  was  voted  to  dispense  with  the  reading  of 
the  report. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

The  preamble  and  resolve  attached  to  the  ma- 
jority report  were  read. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  move  that  the  minority  report 
be  substituted  for  that  of  the  majority. 

Mr.  Whitmore— On  that  I  move  the  previous 
question. 


Mr.  Ladd — Are  we  not  to  know  anything 
about  this  at  all?  Are  we  expected  to  vote 
upon  it  without  any  information  at  all,  either 
from  reading  the  report  or  the  remarks  of  any 
member  of  the  committee,  or  anybody  connect- 
ed with  the  committee?  Has  it  come  to  such  a 
pass  in  this  Common  Council  that  we  are  denied 
all-  information?  I  must  respectfully  ask  the 
gentlemen,  if  he  has  any  regard  for  the  exist- 
ence of  this  body  to  continue  in  the  future,  that 
he  will  withdraw  any  such  motion  as  that  and 
not  force  us  to  act  upon  a  measure  of  this  kind 
without  information,  without  the  least  scintilla 
of  information  whatever.  I  never  heard  of  such 
a  thing  in  a  legislative  body.  I  never  heard  of 
such  a  thing  before  in  this  Council.  I  say  it  is 
unfair  to  move  the  previous  question  and  cut  oft' 
all  debate  under  such  circumstances  as  that. 

Mr.  Whitmore— It  is  rather  evident  that  the 
gentleman  was  not  informed,  not  only  on  this 
business,  but  on  a  great  many  things,  because 
the  motion  which  I  made  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion merely  refers  to  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  9  to  substitute  one  report  for 
the  other.  After  that  is  disposed  of,  we  have 
still  got  to  vote  on  the  question  of  adopting  the 
majority  report.  On  that  question  I  do  not  in- 
tend to  move  the  previous  question,  and  the 
gentleman  may  have  all  the  information  which 
the  committee  can  give  him.  As  I  said,  if  the 
gentleman  had  known  a  little  about  the  mean- 
ing of  parliamentary  motions,  he  would  have 
saved  all  that  indignation,  and  would  have  seen 
that  I  merely  intended,  as  I  did  intend,  to  stop 
all  dilatory  motions,  and  to  let  the  debate 
come  upon  the  main  question.  My  motion  is 
for  the  previous  question  upon  the  motion  to 
substitute  the  minority  report  for  that  of  the 
majority,  that  being  a  dilatory  motion.  After 
that  is  voted  down,  then  the  question  will  be 
put  upon  the  second  reading  of  the  order. 
Therefore  there  will  be  ample  opportunity  for 
all  explanations  of  the  committee  on  both  sides 
as  to  what  they  intended  to  do. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman 
if  he  did  not  know  that  the  effect  of  defeating 
the  substitute  at  the  present  time,  before  we 
have  any  information  whatever,  is  practically 
defeating  it  altogether,  so  that  it  cannot  be 
brought  up  in  the  future.  I  would  like  to  ask 
the  gentleman  that  question.  [Pause.]  That 
will  be  the  effect  of  such  action  as  that.  Now, 
the  absurdity  of  such  a  position  as  that  is  plain. 
In  all  fairness  we  do  not  know  what  the  debate 
is  going  to  develop  if  we  discuss  this  question. 
It  may  be  that  there  are  members  who  wish  to 
vote  for  the  substitute,  and  if  so  they  will  be 
prevented  from  doing  so.  I  think  tbey  should 
not  be  prevented  from  doing  so  by  any  sucb  tac- 
tics as  this.  The  previous  question  should  not 
be  moved  at  this  time,  but  the  question  should 
come  upon  the  substitution,  and  when  that  is 
debated  the  gentlemen  can  understand  whether 
they  wish  to  vote  for  the  majority  report  or  for 
the  substitution  of  the  minority  report  Now  is 
the  time  for  the  debate  to  take  place,  and  not 
after  the  minority  report  has  been  set  aside. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  rise,  Mr.  President,  because  I 
think  the  members  of  the  Council  do  not 
fully  understand  the  gravity  of  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12.  If  I  have  read  these 
reports  correctly  the  principle  involved  is  en- 
tirely new,  is  entirely  unheard  of.  altogether  out 
of  the  course  of  any  precedent  that  I  have  seen 
or  been  referred  to  or  have  heard  of.  A  most  re- 
markable action  has  been  taken  in  the  report  of 
the  majority  of  the  committee.  If  I  had  not 
made  my  motion  to  substitute  the  minority  re- 
port for  that  of  the  majority,  and  the  question 
had  been  put  upon  the  acceptance  of  the  ma- 
jority report,  the  minority  report  would  have 
had  no  chance  in  this  chamber  whatsoever,  ac- 
cording to  the  best  of  my  belief. 

Mr.  Whall— Is  the  gentleman  aware  that  both 
the  majority  and  minority  reports  have  been  ac- 
cepted? 

Mr.  Wilson— They  have  been  accepted. 

Mr.  Whall— And  that  we  are  now  consider- 
ing the  preambles  and  resolves? 

Mr.  Wilson— The  question  was  upon  the 
adoption  of  the  preamble  and  resolve  aoconi 
panying  the  majority  report,  and  my  motion  is 
to  substitute  the  preamble  and  resolve  of  the 
minority  for  that  of  the  majority.  If  the  gen- 
tleman misunderstood  me  I  failed  to  make  my- 
self clear.  But  gentlemen  of  the  Council,  if 
this  motion  for  the  previous  question  is  carried 
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at  this  time,  there  will  be  no  chance  whatsoever 
to  adopt  the  preamble  and  resolve  of  the  mi- 
nority report.  Now,  assuming,  gentlemen,  that 
you  have  made  up  your  minds  not  to  have  that 
preamble  of  the  minority  accepted — I  don't 
doubt  that  for  a  moment— but  if  there  is  any 
decency,  any  sense  of  fair  play  and  justice  in  the 
majority  of  this  Council,  if  they  don't  wish  to 
stuff  down  our  throats  the  law  that  might  makes 
right,  they  should  give  us  a  fair  chance  to 
debate  this  matter  upon  principle.  Now,  sir,  I 
appeal  to  you  and  to  all  members  of  this  Coun- 
cil who  desire  to  see  a  new  principle  of  law 
established,  as  it  will  be  established,  for  the 
sitting  of  a  new  member  in  this  Council,  if  the 
preamble  and  resolve  of  the  majority  of  the 
committee  are  adopted,  and  the  previous  ques- 
tion ordered,  that  if  the  previous  question  is 
ordered  a  precedent  is  being  set  for  all  future 
cases  which  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  well- 
established  principles  of  law.  It  is  not  in  ac- 
cordance with  what  the  law  ought  be.  We  are 
a  law  unto  ourselves,  and  we  ought  to  establish 
the  law  on  a  fair  basis.  If  we  establish  a  prece- 
dent, it  should  be  one  that  we  should  want  to 
have  applied  to  our  enemies  as  well  as  our 
friends.  Now  I  hope  that  the  majority  will  not 
order  the  previous  question,  but  that  they  will 
allow  some  debate  upon  these  reports — not  that 
I  care  whether  one  gentleman  or  the  other  has 
his  seat,  but  because  I  want  some  debate  upon 
the  principle  underlying  the  facts. 

Mr.  Whall — Is  the  gentleman  aware  that  am- 
ple time  will  come  to  discuss  the  whole  question ? 
That  we  can  then  enter  into  the  facts  and  the 
law  as  fully  as  even  the  gentleman  himself 
would  wish,  when  we  come  to  consider  the  pre- 
amble and  resolution  of  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee? This  motion  cuts  off  debate  only  on 
the  motion  which  the  gentleman  himself  so  sud- 
denly sprang  upon  the  Council.  It  does  not  stifle 
debate  upon  the  main  question.  It  is  not  the 
intention  of  those  who  are  acting  for  the  major- 
ity in  this  Council  to  stifle  debate  on  this  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  gave  way  for  a  question  and 
did  not  intend  to  allow  the  gentleman  to  make 
an  argument,  but  I  would  say  that  I  do  not 
understand  that  to  be  the  fact  which  he  states. 
I  understand  that  unless  opportunity  is  given  to 
consider  the  preamble  and  resolve  of  the  minor- 
ity, and  to  consider  it  hi  debate,  and  the  princi- 
ples underlying  it, — not  the  question  as  to 
whether  one  man  or  another  should  have  the 
seat,  but  the  principle  underlying  it,  the  prece- 
dent which  we  are  going  to  set  for  all  time, — if 
that  is  not  going  to  be  allowed  to  be  debated 
here  it  will  not  be  debated  at  any  other  time, 
because  the  chance  to  accept  the  minority  re- 
port will  not  arise,  because  the  question  will  be 
only  on  the  acceptance  of  the  preamble  and  re- 
solve of  the  majority  report. 

Mr.  McNary— I  hope  the  motion  to  order  the 
previous  question  will  not  be  adopted.  I  want 
to  say  in  the  first  place  that  as  far  as  the  evi- 
dence stands  I  shall  probably  vote  in  favor  of 
the  majority  report.  But  I  certainly  do  not  want 
to  cut  off  all  deliate  on  t  lis  question  by  ordering 
the  previous  question.  It  is  a  matter  of  common 
courtesy  in  all  parliamentary  bodies  that  the  mi- 
nority shall  have  the  privilege  of  moving  to  sub- 
stitute their  report  for  that  of  the  majority,  and 
that  the  debate  shall  take  place  upon  that 
motion.  In  all  my  reading  of  the  proceedings 
of  parliamentary  bodies  I  have  never  seen  a  case 
where  that  courtesy  was  not  allowed.  The  gen- 
tlemen of  the  minority  should  be  allowed  to  give 
all  possible  force  they  can  to  the  support  of  their 
case.  If  we  pass  this  motion  it  will  be  a  refusal 
to  give  them  that  chance.  Whereas  if  we  re- 
fuse to  adopt  the  motion  to  substitute,  that  will 
bring  the  question  back  where  I  as  one  favoring 
the  majority  report  would  like  to  see  it.  I  think 
that  a  little' sense  of  fairness  should  guide  us  in 
this  matter.  Perhaps  the  gentlemen  intend  to 
be  fair;  but  I  think  it  is  best  not  to  crowd  the 
matter  through  at  this  time.  Under  the  present 
statement  of  the  case  I  shall  vote  for  the  ma- 
jority rep<  irt ;  but  Ibelieve  it  will  be  a  fairer  way  of 
doing  business  not  to  order  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Whall — If  the  motion  had  not  been  made 
that  the  minority  report  be  substituted  for  that 
of  the  majority,  and  thereupon  the  motion  for 
the  previous  question  bad  not  been  called  for,  I. 
would  not  interpose  any  objection  to  entering 
upon  the  discussion  now.  I  presume  that  the 
champion  for  Mr.  Oakes  on  our  committee  will 


be  his  champion  on  this  floor,  and  will  be  ready 
to  give  what  he  honestly  believes  are  the  facts 
and  the  law  of  this  case.  Speaking  as  one  of  the 
majority  I  can  say  that  we  are  ready  and  willing 
to  present  to  the  best  judgment  of  this  Council, 
for  its  consideration,  the  facts  and  the  law  of  the 
case  as  we  view  them.  But  at  this  stage  I  do 
most  decidedly  object  to  allowing  the  gentle- 
men in  the  fourth  division,  who  are  always  wil- 
ling to  take  advantage  of  dilatory  motions,  to 
call  extra  roll-calls  when  there  is  no  necessity 
for  them,  when  they  are  beaten  upon  a  viva 
voice  vote,  and  afterwards  upon  a  standing  vote. 
I  am  unwilling  that  they  shall  have  an  advantage 
which  their  own  foolishness  has  estopped  from 
gaihing,to make  dilatory  motions  for  the  purpose 
of  stopping  the  progress  of  discussion  and  consid- 
eration of  this  report.  There  i#no  intention  to 
choke  off  debate.  I  will  not  be  a  party  to  the 
choking  off  of  debate  in  this  Council  upon  this 
measure.  I  think  that  the  question  we  are  called 
upon  to  decide  here  tonigh  t  is  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant that  this  Council  will  be  called  upon  to 
decide  for  many  months.  I  believe  it  is  a  question 
that  touches  the  organization  of  this  Council.  It 
is  a  question  of  the  supremest  and  highest  privi- 
lege, and  I  for  one  shall  be  unwilling  to  stifle 
debate  upon  such  an  important  question.  The 
adoption  of  this  motion  will  not  stifle  debate. 
If  the  motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  is  not  adopted  we  then  immediately 
come  to  the  consideration  of  the  majority  pre- 
amble and  resolution.  Then,  as  far  as  m  me 
lies,  I  promise  that  ample  time  will  be  given  for 
discussion.  We  are  not  attempting  to  apply  the 
gag  law  upon  the  opposition  to  this  measure, 
but  we  are — 

Mr.  Ladd— May  I  ask  the  gentlenjan  a  ques- 
tion? 

Mr-:  Whall— Not  for  a  moment.  But  when 
the  opportunity  has  been  given  us  of  stopping 
dilatory  motions  we  are  resolved  that  we  snail 
take  advantage  of  it.  We  have  never  desired  to 
go  into  this  debate  upon  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  9,  and  spend  an  hour  or  two 
in  the  consideration  of  it,  and  then  if  his  motion 
should  be  negatived  to  be  compelled  to  go  over 
the  whole  subject  again  when  we  come  to  con- 
sider the  majority  report. 

The  time  for  debate  having  expired,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Richards  the  yeas  and  nays  were  or- 
dered on  the  motion  for  the  previous  question. 

The  clerk  began  to  call  the  roll  on  ordering 
the  main  question. 

Mr.  Whall— I  am  informed  that  many  mem- 
bers have  mistaken  the  question,  and  by  unani- 
mous consent  I  would  ask  that  the  roll-call  be 
commenced  again. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  am  tempted  to  raise  a  point  of  or- 
der, but  it  is  evident  that  there  is  a  misunder- 
standing here,  so  that  I  will  not  do  it. 

The  President  ordered  the  clerk  to  proceed 
with  the  call,  and  it  was  concluded. 

Mr.  Light  announced  that  he  had  paired  with 
Mr.  Connolly,  who  would  vote  no,  while  Mr. 
Light  would  vote  yes. 

Mr.  Blume  said  lie  had  voted  under  a  misap- 
prehension of  the  true  question  before  the  house 
and  changed  from  yes  to  no. 

Mr.  Bowman— I  voted  under  a  misnnder 
standing.    I  would  like  to  change  from  yes  to  no. 

Mr.  Atwood— I  voted  under  a  misapprehen- 
sion.   I  would  like  to  change  to  no. 

Mr.  Burr  changed  from  yes  to  no. 

Mr.  Coyle  changed  from  no  to  yes. 

Mr.  Davern  changed  from  no  to  yes. 

Mr.  Carroll — I  understood  the  question  to  be 
upon  substituting  the  minority  report  for  the 
majority,  and  I  wish  to  change  from  no  to  yes. 

Mr.  Coleman  changed  from  no  to  yes. 

Mr.  J.  Gallagher  changed  from  no  to  yes. 

Mr.  Corcoran  changed  from  no  to  yes. 

Mr.  Light— I  misunderstood  the  question.  I 
want  to  do  justice  to  Mr.  Connolly,  who  would 
have  voted  yes  and  1  would  have  voted  no. 

Mr.  Carstensten  changed  from  yes  to  no. 

The  main  question  was  declared  ordered,  yeas 
37,  nays  '28 : 

Yeas— Barry,  Carroll,  Cochran,  Coleman,  Coyle, 
Davern,  Desmond,  Dolan,  Duggan,  J.  Gallagher, 
Y:  .1.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Haggerty,  Harrington, 
Haves,  Keiiher,  Kelley,  Kennedy,  Leary,  Mc- 
Enanev,  McKenna.  J.  Murphy,  J.  J.  Murphy,  W. 
H.  Murphy,  O'Mealey,  Perry,  E.  J.  Powers,  Reil- 
ly,  Short,  .1.  H.  Sullivan,  K.  Sullivan,  Sundberg. 
Teevens,  Tracy,  Whall,  Whitmore,  Nunaii— 37. 

Nays— Atwood,  Blume,  Bowman,  Burr,  Car- 
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stensen,  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Fisher,  Fottler, 
Fowler,  Frost,  Ladd,  Lattimore,  Lauteri,  Mc- 
Nary,  F.  Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison,  Norton,  Per- 
kins, C.  C.  Powers,  Richards,  Sanger,  Shaw, 
Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  Tuttle,  Webster,  Wilson-28. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Connolly,  Dewey,  Foss, 
Light,  Mahoney,  Thayer— 6. 

The  motion  to  substitute  the  minority  pre- 
amble and  resolve  lor  that  of  the  majority  was 
lost. 

The  majority  preamble  and  resolve  were  read 
a  second  time  and  put  upon  passage. 

Mr.  Whitmoke- I  trust  that  the  preamble  and 
resolution  will  not  be  passed  until  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  has  gotten  up  and  explained 
to  the  members  of  the  Council  the  committee's 
reasons  for  arriving  at  that  conclusion.  As  I 
said  before,  I  did  not  intend  by  the  parliamen- 
tary motion  which  I  made  to  stifle  debate  in  the 
slightest  degree.  I  only  wanted  to  get  off  the 
dilatory  motion.  Now,  sir,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  members  have  not  had  time  to  make 
themselves  familiar  with  the  details  of  the  re- 
port, I  trust  that  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
will  get  up  and  detine  his  report  and  resolution. 

Mr.  Blume — Notwithstanding  the  lucidity 
with  which  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Elections  will  explain  the  doings  of  that  com- 
mittee, I,  for  one,  am  not  prepared,  with  the 
noise  and  confusion  which  marks  almost  all  our 
proceedings  in  this  body,  to  strain  my  ears  in 
order  to  hear  what  is  said.  Now,  the  most  sensi- 
ble way  for  every  member  to  do  is  to  take 
the  majority  and  minority  reports  home  and 
read  them  very  carefully  all  throughjike  citi  zens 
and  not  like  partisan  members  in  this  chamber. 
I  appeal  to  the  members  on  the  other  side,  and 
ask  them  what  is  to  be  lost  between  now  and 
next  week?  They  are  in  the  majority  of  at  least 
10  in  this  chamber,  and  what  measure  is  coming 
up  next  Thursday  night  that  they  should  need 
an  addition  to  that  majority?  I  beg  the  gentle- 
man to  give  us  at  least  a  week  to  read  and  con- 
sider these  reports.  I  have  attempted  to  read 
one  page,  and  it  is  simply  impossible  to  get  an 
opportunity  to  read  anything  in  this  chamber 
that  requires  consideration.  I  hope  that  oppor- 
tunity to  consider  these  reports  will  be  given, 
and  I  make  the  motion  that  they  be  assigned  to 
the  next  meeting  at  8  o'clock. 

Mr.  Whail — If  the  gentleman  insists  upon 
that  motion,  I  will  feel  compelled  to  move  the 
previous  question.  If  he  withdraws  it  we  will 
have  a  full  discussion  of  the  matter  tonight. 
If  he  insists  upon  the  motion.  I  will  move  the 
previous  question  and  leave  the  fault  of  choking 
off  debate  upon  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  Blume— Does  the  gentleman  ask  that  as  a 
question?  If  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  and 
the  Democratic  majority  in  this  chamber  can 
afford  to  take  that  attitude  I  can,  and  I  most 
sincerely  and  earnestly  insist  upon  that  motion, 
if  it  is  done  under  a  threat. 

Mr.  Whall— Then,  Mr.  President,  I  will  move 
the  previous  question,  and  on  that  previous 
question  I  am  allowed  10  minutes  for  debate,  and 
upon  that  I  shall  attempt  to  give,  if  I  am  al- 
lowed, some  reasons,— but  if  I  am  allowed  but 
three  minutes  I  shall  not  attempt  to  speak. 

Mr.  Fottler — As  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Elections,  and  a  signer  of  the  minority  re- 
port, I  think  it  is  due  to  this  Council  that  this 
matter  should  be  assigned  to  our  next  meeting. 
As  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11  has  truly  said, 
the  majority  in  this  chamber  can  lose  nothing  by 
allowing  the  matter  to  go  over.  We  spent  many 
hours  in  the  committee  in  considering  the  evi- 
dence and  in  making  up  our  reports.  I  can  only 
say  that  both  in  the  meetings  of  the  committee, 
and  in  making  the  reports,  a  great  deal  of  time 
and  care  was  required.  Therefore  I  sincerely 
hope  that  the  matter  will  go  over,  and  that  as 
the  reports  are  printed,  that  members  may  have 
an  opportunity  to  digest  them,  and  see  the  con- 
clusions which  have  been  arrived  at.  I  there- 
fore hope  that  the  matter  will  be  assigned  to  the 
next  meeting. 

Mr.  F.  R.  Morrison  moved  to  adjourn.  De- 
clared lost. 

Mr.  Richards  doubted  the  vote,  and  on  his 
motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.  The 
motion  to  adjourn  was  lost,  yeas  28,  nays  39 : 

Yeas— Atwood.  Blume,  Bowman,  Burr,  Cars- 
tensen,  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Fisher,  Fottler, 
Fowler,  Frost,  Ladd,  Lattimore,  Lauten,  Light, 
Frank  Morison,  Frank  R.  Morrison,  Norton, 
Perkins,  Cassius  C.  Powers,  Richards,  Sanger, 


Shaw,  Snow,  Edward  Sullivan,  Tuttle,  Webster, 
Wilson— 28. 

Nays  —  Barry,  Carroll,  Cochran,  Coleman, 
Coyle,  Davem,  Desmond,  Dolan,  Duggan,  Foss, 
John  Gallagher,  Peter  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez, 
Haggerty,  Harrington,  Hayes,  Kelliher,  Kelley, 
Kemiedv,  Leary,  McEnaney,  McKenna,  McNary, 
John  Murphy,  John  J.  Murphy,  William  H. 
Murphy,  O'Mealey,  Perry,  Edward  J.  Powers, 
Reilly,  Short,  James  H.  Sullivan,  Richard  Sulli- 
van, Sundberg,  Teevens,  Tracey,  Whall,  Whit- 
more,  Nunan— 39. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Connolly,  Dewey,  Ma- 
honey, Thayer — 4. 

Mr.  Gomez— I  hope  the  motion  for  the  pre- 
vious question  will  prevail,  and  for  this  reason : 
In  1881 1  was  elected  to  this  Council  and  a  simi- 
lar case  in  reference  to  myself  came  before 
this  board.  I  was  elected  on  the  Democratic 
ticket  but  there  was  a  Republican  majority  in 
the  Council,  and  by  the  good  grace  of  the  Re- 
publican members  of  this  Council  I  was  very 
gently  kicked  from  this  hall ;  no  opportunity 
was  afforded  to  me  nor  to  my  friends  for  a 
week's  time.  The  moment  that  report  was 
brought  into  this  hall  it  was  immediately  acted 
upon ;  no  opportunity  was  given  to  me  as  a  Dem- 
ocrat, simply  because  the  Council  was  Repub- 
lican was  the  reason  that  I  was  handled  not  at 
all  gingerly  and  without  gloves.  I  trust  that 
the  Democratic  majority  on  this  floor  will  re- 
member my  case  in  1881,  and  treat  this  case  sim- 
ilarly. 

Mr.  Richards — I  am  surprised  at  what  the 
gentlemen  has  stated.  I  think  that  the  action 
of  the  Republicans  of  this  body  this  evening  in 
the  case  of  Dr.  Provan  and  Mr.  Nunan,  where 
they  put  themselves  in  the  position  of  citizens  of 
Boston  and  view  the  case  on  its  merits  and  sided 
with  the  Democrats  and  deposed  the  Republi- 
can member  of  this  body,  is  in  striking  contrast 
with  the  action  of  the  Democrats.  I  think  that 
in  view  of  that  fact  the  Democrats  should  take 
a  similar  view  of  this  case  and  allow  an  oppor- 
tunity to  discuss  the  matter  broadly  and  with- 
out bias. 

Mr.  Whall— I  desire  at  this  juncture  to  em- 
phatically deny  that  the  majority  has  any  de- 
sire or  any  intention  to  choke  off  debate  to- 
night. Members  have  come  here  with  the  ex- 
pressed intention  to  participate  in  this  debate, 
listening  to  the  arguments  that  may  be 
brought  forward  on  either  side,  and  arriving  at 
a  conclusion.  I  stated  in  my  remarks  upon  this 
petition  that  was  brought  before  us  that  this 
matter  is  one  that  concerns  not  only  us  as  mem- 
bers of  the  Common  Council,  but  it  is  a  mat- 
ter of  vital  interest,  of  vital  importance  to 
the  voters  who  cast  their  ballots  in  Ward  4  on 
election  day  noted  here,  and  now  that  the  cIiok- 
ing  off  of  debate  of  this  question  is  not  to  be  at- 
tributed to  the  majority  of  this  body.  We  have 
come  here  fairly  and  squarely  offering  ample 
time  to  debate  the  measure.  We  have  given  our 
solemn  pledge  that  the  amplest  time  shall  be 
afforded  for  the  discussion  of  this  question.  But 
we  are  met  with  the  same  dilatory  tactics- 
Mr.  Richards— Will  the  gentleman  allow 
me — 

Mr.  Whall— Not  now.  With  the  same  dilato- 
ry tactics  we  have  had  to  fight  heretofore  by  the 
moving  of  the  previous  question  upon  the 
motion '  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
9.  I  wish  it  distinctly  understood  that 
we  do  not  intend  to  be  put  in  a  false  po- 
sition; that  we  are  ready  and  willing  and 
anxious  to  debate  this  question  tonight,  and 
to  settle  this  question  which  concerns  not 
only  the  high  prerogatives  of  this  Council  but  is 
vital  to  the  interest  of  the  voters  in  Ward  4. 
We  desire  that  speedy  and  exact  justice  shall  be 
done  to  them.  But  how  are  we  met?  We  are 
met  with  a  factious  opposition  that  fights  not 
for  principle  but  fights  for  time ;  that  sees  the 
weakness  of  its  own  case,  that  sees  the  fate  that 
is  overtaking  it,  and  with  a  cowardly  decision 
seeks  to  avert  and  keep  away  the  fate  that  is  im- 
pending. If  the  gentlemen  are  honest,  if  they 
desire  to  honestly  discuss  this  measure,  if  they 
honestly  desire  to  inquire  into  the  facts  as  pre- 
sented at  the  hearing;  if  they  desire  to  find  the 
law  as  applied  to  the  facts,  they  can  tonight  find 
it  from  gentlemen  who  have  devoted  more  hours 
to  it  than  probably  any  member  outside  of  the 
committee  will  devote  to  it  between  now  and 
next  Thursday  evening.  They  can  get  the  law 
and  the  facts  from  their  respective  friends  on 
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the  committee.  I  am  here  tonight  ready,  willing 
and  anxious  to  give  the  side  of  the  majority  on 
this  question.  lam  here  to  tell  the  facts  as  we 
found  them,  and  explain  the  law  as  it  appeared 
to  us.  I  am  willing  and  anxious  that  the  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  should  do  the  same.  We 
are  not  choking  off  debate,  but  we  are  chok- 
ing of  humbuggery.  I  do  not  sanction 
the  closing  of  the  debate  upon  the  rea- 
sons given  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
13.  I  could  well  agree  with  him,  smart- 
ing from  the  injuries  received  at  Republican 
hands,  and  remembering  the  many  times  when 
the  Democratic  minority  in  this  Council  had  the 
gag  law  applied  to  them  and  were  not  even 
afforded  a  chance  to  speak  to  a  question.  I  can 
easily  understand  why  he,  smarting  as  he  does, 
uses  the  language  he  does.  But  that  feeling  is 
not  to  be  attributed  to  the  whole  majority  in  this 
Council.  We  are  willing  to  enter  upon  this  dis- 
cussion as  citizens  and  not  as  partisans.  The 
mere  fact  that  the  adoption  of  the  mojority  of 
the  report  will  favor  a  Democrat  should  not,  if 
gentlemen  are  willing  to  concede  to  lis  the  hon- 
esty of  purpose  that  we  concede  to  them,  brand 
lis  as  partisans.  We  are  willing  and  anxious  to 
settle  this  question  tonight  in  all  fairness  as  to 
the  Council  itself,  in  all  justice  to  the  contested 
member,  and  with  all  due  respect  to  the  voters 
in  Ward  4.  This  matter  should  be  decided  to- 
night even  if  we  have  to  remain  here  until  the 
cock  crows  tomorrow  morning.  But  the  same 
tactics  are  being  used  that  are  to  be  used  all 
through  the  year.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  9 
will  introduce  his  dilatory  subsidiary  motions 
until  he  himself  will  be  as  sick  of  them  as  we 
are. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Mr,  President. 

Mr.  Richards— May  I  ask  the  gentleman  a 
question,  if  I  have  the  floor? 

The  President — Mr.  Whitmore  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  was  going  to  congratulate 
you,  Mr.  President,  and  my  fellow  members 
upon  the  logical  statement  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  11  upon  this  question.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ward  11  brings  forward  the  magnan- 
imity of  the  Republicans  when  they  are  in  the 
minority.  I  think  the  gentlemen  will  under- 
stand exactly  how  striking  the  parallel  is.  Now, 
sir,  I  will  say  this:  I  remember  the  case  very 
well  in  1881  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  13 
calls  attention  to.  I  also  wish  to  call  attention 
to  the  fact  that  in  1880,  when  there  was  a  strong 
Republican  majority  here,  there  was  a  contested 
case  from  Ward  16,  and  the  members  asked  for 
a  recount  of  votes,  whether  there  was  any 
change  or  not.  The  only  thing  asked  by  the 
Democrats  was  that  the  Republicans  should  do 
their  duty.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  Council  to 
order  a  recount.  But  the  Republican  majority 
coolly  sat  down  and  carried  out  their  programme 
and  refused  to  allow  a  recount,  because  they 
knew,  and  every  man  in  the  City  Council  knew, 
that  a  recount  would  seat  a  Democrat.  In  that 
case  the  Democrats  were  in  the  same  minority 
that  the  Republicans  are  in  now. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  raise  the  point  of  order,  that  the 
question  before  the  house  is  on  ordering  the 
previous  question. 

The  President— The  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  will  please  confine  himself  to  the  question. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Mr.  President,  I  will  do  so 
with  pleasure.  I  am  glad  to  find  that  there  is 
such  an  attention  to  the  rules.  Now,  as  I  under- 
stand, a  motion  for  the  previous  question  has 
been  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7,  as  he 
has  truly  said,  not  to  shut  off  debate,  but  to  shut 
off  dilatory  motions.  I  would  make  a  sugges- 
tion, if  it  will  be  accepted,  that  the  gentleman 
withdraw  the  motion  on  the  understanding  that 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  11  will  withdraw  his 
motion  to  assign  to  another  meeting,  and  that  it 
should  be  understood  that  the  motion  should 
not  be  renewed.  If  the  gentleman  will  do  that 
we  can  go  on  and  finish  up  the  debate.  I  under- 
stand there  is  no  desire  to  interpose  any  obstacle 
to  a  full  debate. 

Mr.  Whall— I  have  already  made  that  offer  to 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  11,  and  I  do  not  think 
it  becomes  me  to  be  seeking  to  give  him  the 
boon. 

The  time  for  debate  having  expired,  the  Presi- 
dent put  the  question  upon  ordering  the  main 
question. 

Mr.  Blume— No  further  debate  is  in  order? 

The  President— No,  sir. 

The  main  question  was  declared  not  ordered. 


Mr.  Whall  doubted  the  vote  and  on  his  motion 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.  The  main 
question  was  ordered ;  yeas  37,  nays  37. 

Yeas — Barry,  Carroll,  Cochran,  Coleman, 
Coyle,  Davern,  Desmond,  Dolan,  Duggan,  Foss, 
J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Hag-gerty, 
Harrington,  Hayes,  Keliher,  Kelly,  Kennedy, 
Leary,  McEnanev,  McKenna,  J.  Murphy,  J.  J. 
Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  O'Mealey,  Perry,  E  J. 
Powers,  Reilly,  Short,  J.  fl.  Sullivan,  Sundberg, 
Teevens,  Tracey,  Whall,  Whitmore,  Noonan — 
37. 

Nays — Atwood,  Blume,  Bowman,  Burr,  Car- 
stenson,  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Fisher,  Fottler, 
Fowler,  Frost,  Ladd,  Lattimore,  F.  Morison,  F. 
R.  Morrison,  Norton,  Perkins,  C.  C.  Powers, 
Richards,  Sanger,  Shaw,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  R. 
Sullivan,  'Puttie,  Webster,  Wilson— 27. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Connolly,  Dewey,  Lau- 
ten,  Light,  Mahoney,  McNary,  Provan,  Thayer 
—8. 

Mr.  Light  announced  that  he  was  paired  the 
same  as  before. 

The  preamble  and  resolve  recommended  by 
the  majority  of  the  committee  was  declared 
passed. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  doubt  the  vote  and  ask  for  a 
verification  by  yeas  and  nays.  I  do  so  for  the 
reason  that  I  have  five  minutes  upon  which  to 
debate  the  main  question.  I  simply  rose  to 
doubt  that  vote  because  I  feel  that  in  passing 
this  preamble  and  resolution  we  are  establish- 
ing a  precedent  which  is  of  extreme  importance. 
If  I  have  correctly  read  the  report  and  facts  sub- 
mitted in  the  report,  without  looking  at  the  evi- 
dence, which  I  have  not  had  time  to  examine, 
but  glancing  through  the  report  I  believe  that 
the  majority  of  the  committee  are  mak- 
ing a  grave  mistake  in  going  so  far 
as  they  go  in  this  report.  I  am  will- 
ing to  admit  that  so  far  as  my  knowledge 
leads  me  I  believe  that  the  Council  is  a  law 
unto  itself,  and  I  would  be  willing  to  accept  the 
position  of  the  majority  upon  that  point.  But 
when  the  committee  say  that  being  a  law  unto 
itself  the  Council  can  reject  all  principle  and  all 
the  rules  that  govern  man  in  the  exercise  of 
that  wise  discretion  which  would  get  the  over- 
ruling power,  I  think  they  have  gone  beyond 
themselves.  In  this  report  there  are  cases  which 
show  that  a  man  should  not  be  permitted  to 
testify  as  to  his  intention  in  casting  a  ballot 
because  it  would  allow  cases  of  corruption  and 
bribery  and  admit  of  all  the  evils,  which  are 
sought  to  be  guarded  against  in  casting  the  bal- 
lot. If  a  man  cannot  testify  in  regard  to  the  in- 
tention of  a  ballot  which  he  himself  actually  cast 
how  can  he  testify  in  regard  to  a  ballot  which 
is  not  there  and  which  never  has  been  cast  in 
the  box?  So  far  as  I  have  read  the  majority 
report  the  testimony  of  one  man  is  not  suffic- 
iently substantial  to  justify  the  majority  of  the 
committee  in  making  the  recommendation 
which  they  have  made. 

Mr.  Whall— Mr.  President,  will  the  gentle- 
man— 

Mr.  Wilson— One  moment,  sir.  I  fear  now, 
Mr.  President,  that  this  precedent  which  the 
majority  of  the  committee  are  forcing  upon  us 
will  rise  to  vex  that  same  majority  in  the  future. 
They  will  permit  a  man  to  create  cut  of  whole 
cloth,  if  he  sees  fit— 1  do  not  say  it  is  so  in  this 
case— by  getting  a  man  to  back  up  his  statement 
by  saying  that  he  went  there  to  cast  a  ballot  and 
cast  it  in  the  wrong  box,  and  in  that  way  gave 
the  candidate  a  majority  of  one  vote.  It  is  a 
dangerous  precedent.  I  cannot  permit  this  mat- 
ter to  pass  without  my  earnest  protest  against 
the  action  of  the  majority  of  the  committee  and 
their  methods  of  conducting  the.  debate  this 
evening.  Having  entered  my  protest,  I  with- 
draw the  motion  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Richards— Mr.  President,  I  have  written 
out— 

The  President— The  time  for  debate  has  ex- 
pired. 

Mr.  Richards 1  believe  I  have  three  min- 
utes left. 

The  President— You  are  right. 

Mr.  Richards— The  law  as  given  us  in  Chap. 
299',  Sec.  11,  of  the  Acts  of  1884,  is  not  restricted 
to  the  counting  of  ballots  before  any  specially 
designated  body ;  it  is  broad  and  is  applicable  gen- 
erally to  the  ascertaining  of  the  result  of  any 
election,  whether  before  the  election  officers  or 
the  City  Council,  or  other  body  having  jurisdic- 
tion in  the  matter.    Every  ballot   cast  must   be 
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stamped  by  the  printing  machinery  of  the  box ; 
if  not,  it  is  not  to  be  counted.  To  say  that  Mr. 
Barnes  had  a  right  to  put  his  hand  into  the  bal- 
lot-box and  withdraw  a  ballot  there  found  is  to 
say  that  the  election  officers  had  the  right  to 
judge  of  the  veracity  of  any  party  making  a  like 
claim  as  Mr.  Barnes.  The  statutes  are  especially 
designed  to  eliminate  such  power  or  discretion 
in  the  election  of  officers,  and  therefore  they 
provide  just  how  a  ballot  shall  be  deposited. 
Any  other  interpretation  opens  a  wide  door  to 
fraud.  The  majority  cite  the  case  of  People  v. 
Bates,  in  11  Mich.,  362,  which  favors  counting  a 
ballot  placed  in  the  wrong  box,  but  they  fail  to 
show  that  the  courts  of  Michigan  were  con- 
trolled by  any  such  acts  as  ours  of  the  year  188-1. 
The  inference  is  strong  that  they  were  not. 
The  evidence,  however,  is  given  us  that  Mr. 
Barnes  was  told  by  Mr.  Powell  that  he  had  voted 
in  the  wrong  box.  Mr.  Barnes  did  not  know  it 
himself,  and  was  not  told  it  for  over  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  afterwards ;  he  therefore  relied  upon 
the  statement  of  a  third  party  who  may  or  may 
not  have  been  mistaken,  and  therefore  the  state- 
ment made  to  the  election  officers  partook  of 
the  nature  of  hearsay  evidence,  which  would 
not  be  admissible  in  court.  I  say  on  that 
that  you  cannot  rely  upon  the  third  party,  cannot 
rely  upon  the  party  himself  who  cast  the  ballot 
and  therefore  that  ballot  should  be  excluded 
and  the  testimony  of  the  ballot  of  the  man  him- 
self, with  the  mark  of  the  machinery  upon  it, 
is  all  that  can  be  relied  upon.  That  ends  the 
matter,  and  I  think  it  shows  that  the  ballot 
should  not  be  counted. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 
The  roll  was  called  on  the  passage  of  the  ma- 
jority preamble  and  resolve. 

Mr.  Blume  [when  his  name  was  called] — I  de- 
cline to  vote  on  any  such  outrage. 

Mr.  Fowler  [when  his  name  was  called]— I 
decline  to  vote  on  a  matter  which  I  have  had  no 
opportunity  to  investigate  or  examine. 

The  majority  preamble  and  resolve  weie  de- 
clared passed,  yeas  38,  nays  25. 

Yeas— Barry,  Carroll,  Cochran,  Coleman, 
Coyle,  Davern,  Desmond,  Dolan.  Duggan,  J. 
Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Haggerty, 
Harrington,  Hayes,  Keliher,  Kelley,  Kennedy, 
Leary,  McEnaney,  MeKenna,  McNary,  J.  Mur- 
phy, J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy.  O'Mealey, 
Perry,  E.  J.  Powers,  Reilly,  Short,  J.  H.  Sullivan, 
R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevans,  Tracey,  Whall, 
Whitmore,  Nunan — 38. 

Nays — Atwood,  Bowman,  Burr,  Carstensen, 
Chamberlain,  Clark,  Fisher,  Fottler,  Frost,  Ladd, 
Lattimore,  Lauten,  F.  Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison, 
Norton,  Perkins,  C.  C.  Powers,  Richards,  Sanger, 
Shaw,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  Tuttle,  Webster,  Wil- 
son—25. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Blume,  Connolly,  Dew- 
ey, Foss,  Fowler,  Light,  Mahoney,  Thayer— 8. 

Mr.  Whall — I  move  that  a  committee  of  one 
be  apointed  to  conduct  Mr.  Dunn  to  the  office  of 
the  city  clerk  for  the  purpose  of  qualification. 

Mr.  Wilson — I  move  a  reconsideration  of  the 
last  vote,  hoping  it  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Whall— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  motion  to  reconsider  is  ill-timed. 

The  President— The  gentleman  is  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  is  out  of 
order. 
Mr.  Ladd— I  second  the  appeal. 
The  President— Other  business  having  inter- 
vened, and  the  Chair  having  recognized  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  7,  the  gentleman  was  too 
late  in  making  the  motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  Wilson — I  imagine  that  a  motion  to  re- 
consider a  vote  is  always  in  order  until  a  ceitain 
number  of  hours  after  the  Council  adjourns. 

The  President— Mr.  Wilson  appeals  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair  and  Mr.  Ladd  has  seconded 
the  appeal. 

Mr.  Whall — I  wish  to  make  one  suggestion 
that  Mr.  Wilson  did  not  vote  with  the  majority 
or  with  the  prevailing  side,  and  is  not  entitled 
to  move  the  reconsideration. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Not  only  upon  that  ground, 
but  upon  the  other  ground  that — 
Mr.  Ladd— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
The  President— Mr.  Whitmore  has  the  floor. 
Mr.  Ladd — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent.   My  point  of  order  is  that — 

The  President— The  gentleman  is  out  of  or- 
der while  there  is  one  point  of  order  pending. 


Mr  Ladd— I  did  not  understand  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  rose  to  a  point  of 
order. 

The  President — The  Chair  so  understands. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  was  about  to  raise  the  point 
of  order  in  regard  to  the  appeal  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  9.  I  intended  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  gentleman- 
Mr.  Ladd— I  do  not  understand  that  the  gen- 
tleman is  stating  a  point  of  order. 

The  President — The  Chair  understands  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  to  be  stating  a  point  of 
order. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  will  always  be  willing  to  give 
way  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10,  Mr.  Ladd. 
I  think  he  can  do  better  than  I  can. 

Mr.  Ladd — My  point  of  order  is  that  the  ap- 
peal must  be  decided  before  other  business  is 
entertained. 

Mr.  i^'hitmore— I  believe  that  when  an  ap- 
peal is  pending,  any  member  can  offer  sugges- 
tions in  regard  to  that  appeal.  That  is  what  I 
was  going  to  do.  I  was  going  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  to,  and  re- 
quest him  to  read,  the  rule  in  regard  to  recon- 
sideration, by  which  he  will  see  that  not  only  is 
a  motion  to  reconsider  not  always  in  order,  but 
that  it  must  be  made  immediately  after  a 
vote  was  passed,  or  else  it  must  be  made 
immediately  after  adjournment,  or  at  some 
time  in  the  meeting  when  motions,  orders 
and  resolutions  are  in  order.  Of  course 
the  records  show  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  made  a  motion,  which  has  been 
recognized,  and  it  is  on  the  journal,  in  regard  to 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  escort  the 
gentleman  to  the  city  clerk  to  be  qualified. 
After  looking  at  the  printed  rule,  I  think  the 
gentleman  will  see  that  there  is  no  good  reason 
for  the  appeal. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  am  free  to  say  that  I  am  in 
error.and  I  withdraw  my  appeal  from  the  Chair's 
decision. 

The  motion  to  appoint  a  committee  to  escort 
Mr.  Dunn  to  the  city  clerk  to  be  qualified  was 
carried.  Mr.  Coyle  was  appointed  such  commit- 
tee. He  retired,  and  presently  returned  escort- 
ing Mr.  Dunn,  who,  he  reported,  had  been  quali- 
fied.   Mr.  Dunn  took  his  seat  in  the  Council. 

common  council  rules. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  desire  to  offer  at  this  time 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Rules  and  Orders 
of  the  Common  Council  (Document  No.  7).  I 
move  that  the  rules  be  adopted,  if  that  he  the 
desire  of  the  Council,  and  I  shall  explain  in  two 
or  three  minutes  the  very  few  changes  which 
the  committee  recommend.  They  recommend  a 
slight  alteration  in  Rule  One  (1)  by  putting  in  the 
words  "unless  otherwise  ordered  from  time  to 
time."  The  rule  provides  that  the  regular  meet- 
ings shall  be  on  Thursday;  this  is  merely  a 
verbal  correction  which  seemed  to  the  commit- 
tee to  be  necessary,  and  to  explain  our  action  in 
adjourning  for  more  than  one  week  at  a  time. 
In  Law  7  we  have  stricken  out  the  words  "or 
with  the  consent  of  the  speaker  to  ask  a  ques- 
tion of  him."  The  committee  unanimously 
agreed  that  that  was  a  privilege  which  had  been 
abused  in  past  years,  and  I  think  that  the  mem- 
bers will  see  that  this  year  there  is  a  tendency 
existing  to  abuse  that  privilege.  Gentlemen 
who  have  the  floor  are  interrupted  by  members 
asking  questions,  and  the  rule  is,  that  any  mem- 
ber who  is  making  a  speech  has  the  entire  effect 
of  it  lost  by  the  interruption,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  asking  him  questions.  I  think  the 
committee  can  safely  stand  on  that  recommen- 
dation of  saying  that  this  change  in  the  rule, 
which  was  made  five  or  six  years  ago,  does  not 
work  well.  In  regard  to  Rule  17,  the  committee 
have  well  drafted  clause  No.  2,  in  regard  to  the 
order  of  business,  making  it  read  as  follows: 
"Motions,  orders  and  resolutions.  They  shall 
be  read  once  and  may  be  referred  or  specially 
assigned ;  and  if  no  objection  is  made,  and 
no  suspension  of  the  rule  is  necessary,  they 
may  be  given  a  second  reading  and  passed." 
The  idea  is  to  carry  out  the  intent  of  passed 
years  in  regard  to  this  matter,  that  if  an  order 
coming  in  gives  rise  to  debate  it  may  be  as- 
signed. If  nobody  objects  it  can  be  passed,  but 
if  any  member  objects  it  must  go  over  or  be  as- 
signed or  referred— in  other  words,  that  there 
shall  be  no  debate  allowed. 

Mr.  Wilson— As  we  have  not  yet  adopted  the 
rules,  I  should  like  to  avail  myself  of  the  privi- 
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ledge,  under  the  present  rules,  of  asking  the 
gentleman  a  question. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Certainly. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  should  like  to  know  whether, 
under  Rule  17,  as  proposed,  if  an  order  is  intro- 
duced, and  specially  assigned  to  a  later  hour  in 
the  evening,  whether  the  rule  will  require  a  sus- 
pension in  order  that  that  order  may  he  acted 
upon  at  the  time  at  which  it  is  assigned. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Most  decidedly  not,  unless 
some  rule  prevents  its  being  given  a  second 
reading  at  that  meeting.  For  instance,  we  have 
a  rule  that  an  ordinance,  or  an  order  requiring 
an  expenditure  of  money,  cannot  take  two 
readings  in  one  evening.  That  rule  we  intend 
to  preserve.  But  tuider  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  it  can  take  two  readings  at  the  same 
meeting. 

Mr.  Wilson — Will  the  gentleman  state  the 
reason  for  the  words  "if  no  objection  is  made." 

Mr.  Whitmore— That  is  to  prevent  debate. 
If  no  objection  is  made  the  clerk  will  go  ahead 
and  put  the  question  upon  the  passage  of  the 
order,  which  is  the  same  as  in  the  12th  order  of 
business.  But  if  anybody  objects  it  has  got  to 
he  assigned  or  referred  or  it  goes  over  to  the 
next  meeting.  If  anybody  objects  to  the  second 
reading  it  cannot  be  read  at  the  time  at  which 
it  is  presented.  It  was  for  that  reason  they 
struck  out  the  words  which  would  be  unneces- 
sary, because  if  any  man  objects  that  stops  de- 
bate in  the  shortest  and  most  peremptory  man- 
ner. Then  in  Rule  28  we  have  added  that  any 
member  may  at  any  time  move  a  suspension  of 
the  rule.  That  is  because  the  matter  is  one  of 
common  parliamentary  practice  and  is  left 
there  that  members  may  know  whether  they 
can  move  to  suspend  the  rule  or  not.  It  is  a 
matter  of  common  parliamentary  practice,  and 
putting  it  into  the  rules  does  not  give  it  any  par- 
ticular force,  but  as  we  have  put  into  the  rules 
some  matters  which  are  of  common  parliamen- 
tary law  the  committee  thought  it  might  be  as 
well  to  express  this  in  the  rules.  These  are  the 
only  changes.  They  are  very  trivial,  as  will  be 
seen,  and  I  hope  that  they  will  meet  with  the 
approval  of  the  Council.  The  only  change  is 
where  it  says  that  the  Committee  on  Contigent 
Expenses  shall  report  once  in  three  months  in 
print,  giving  in  detail  bills  which  they  have  ap- 
proved. Well,  sir,  practically  they  have  never 
done  it.  The  reason  was  that  when  the  time 
first  carne  around  to  make  a  report  it  was  in  the 
summer,  and  the  committee  did  not  meet,  and 
the  Council  not  being  here  it  was  simply  forgot- 
ten and  never  attended  to.  The  committee 
thought  that  by  giving  this  duty  to  the  city  au- 
ditor it  would  be  like  all  other  routine  work  and 
that  the  report  would  be  printed,  sent  up  here 
and  laid  on  our  desks.  The  object  was  to  make 
it  the  duty  of  the  city  auditor  to  make  the  report, 
and  there  is  no  doubt  but  what  it  will  be  done. 
When  left  in  the  hands  of  committees  in  the 
past  years  it  was  forgotten  and  never  attended 
to. 

Mr.  Wilson— Will  the  change  proposed  cause 
any  expense? 

Mr.  Whitmore— None  whatever. 

Mr.  Wilson— Will  the  auditor  require  any  ad- 
ditional assistance  to  make  these  reports? 

Mr.  Whitmore— No,  sir.  He  has  to  furnish 
the  material  to  the  committee  now,  and  the  only 
difference  is  that  instead  of  sending  it  to  the 
committee  he  will  have  it  printed  and  sent  to 
the  Council. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  should  like  to  ask  the  gentleman 
if  the  eifect  of  the  change  is  that  it  will  be  there 
as  a  routine  matter,  and  whether  or  not  bills 
would  not  escape  investigation  that  would  be 
investigated  if  left  to  the  Committee  on  Contin- 
gent Expenses? 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  gentleman  misunder- 
stands the  matter.  The  rule  simply  says  that 
the  auditor  shall  report  in  print,  giving  the  de- 
tails of  bills  allowed.  He  doesn't  have  anything 
to  do  with  whether  the  bills  are  right  or  not.  In 
point  of  fact  he  sends  up  the  details  of  all  the 
bills  he  has  allowed  to  the  contingent  fund.  He 
sends  them  to  the  committee  now  ,  and  the  com- 
mittee order  them  printed.  Now  we  say  let  him 
print  them  and  send  them  to  the  Council  him- 
self instead  of  to  the  committee.  There  is  not 
the  slightest  reason  for  imagining  that  it  will  be 
forgotten  in  the  auditor's  office. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  misunderstood  the  position  in 
which  the  words  occurred. 

The  report  was  accepted,  as  follows : 


In  Common  Council,  Jan.  13, 1887. 

The  Special  Committee  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil appointed  to  consider  w;hat  alterations,  if 
any,  were  needed  to  be  made  in  the  rules  of  that 
body,  having  attended  to  that  duty,  respectfully 
submit  the  accompanying  draft  of  rules  for 
adoption  by  the  Common  Council: 

The  changes  recommended  by  the  committee 
in  the  rules  in  force  during  the  past  year  are 
noted  as  follows : 

Rule  1.  Prefix  the  following  words :  "Unless 
otherwise  ordered  from  time  to  time." 

Rule  7.  Strikeout  the  following  words:  "Or 
wilh  the  consent  of  the  speaker  to  ask  a  question 
of  him." 

Rule  17.  Substitute  the  following  for  the  sec- 
ond number  in  the  order  of  business: 

"Motions,  Orders  and  Resolutions.  They  shall 
be  read  once  and  may  be  referred  or  specially 
assigned,  and,  if  no  objection  is  made,  and  no 
suspension  of  the  rules  is  necessary,  they  may  be 
given  a  second  reading  and  passed." 

Also  strike  out  of  the  last  clause  of  Rule  17  the 
following  words:  "during  which  time  no  debate 
shall  be  in  order." 

Rule  28.  Add  the  following  words:  "and  any 
member  may  move  at  any  time  for  the  suspen- 
sion of  any  rule  or  rules." 

Rule  44.  Strike  out  of  the  last  clause  the  words 
"Auditing  Committee,"  and  insert  the  words 
"City  Auditor"  hi  place  thereof. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

William  H.  Whitmore, 
Andreas  Blume, 
William  B.  F.  Whall, 

Committee. 

The  question  came  on  adopting  the  rules. 

Mr.  Ladd  offered  the  following  as  a  substitute 
for  Rule  44: 

"No  bill  for  refreshments  or  carriage  hire 
shall  be  incurred  by  any  member  of  the  Com- 
mon Council,  nor  by  the  vote  of  the  Common 
Council,  nor  any  committee  thereof.  No  session 
of  the  Common  Council  shall  be  prolonged  later 
than  11  o'clock  P.M.  It  shall  require  48  votes  in 
the  affirmative  to  suspend  this  rule." 

Mr.  Ladd— I  have  occupied  a  position  some- 
what peculiar  to  myself  during  the  past  year  in 
tliis  Council,  and  I  have  not  changed  my  opinion 
at  all  in  regard  to  this  rule  44.  I  claim  that  no 
man  who  preserves  his  self-respect  can  receive 
the  benefits  (if  rule  44;  that  it  practically  says 
that  the  members  of  this  Council,  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  people,  the  representatives  in  one 
sense,  of  sovereignty,  are  not  honest  enough  to 
hire  a  carriage  in  which  to  ride  or  to  buy  a  meal 
of  victuals.  Now  that  is  an  imputation  to  which 
I  for  one  will  not  submit,  and  I  never  will  ride 
in  a  carriage  that  I  am  not  considered  honest 
enough  to  hire,  and  I  will  never  eat  a  meal  of 
victuals  that  I  am  not  considered  honest  enough 
to  buy  and  pay  for.  I  haven't  done  it  in  the 
past,  and  I  shall  not  do  it  so  long  as  I  continue 
in  this  Council:  so  if  this  rule  44  is 
adopted  as  it  exists  at  present  I  shall  main- 
tain the  position  which  I  have  maintained  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  and  I  shall  provide  for  my 
own  carriage  hire  and  feed  myself.  I  appeal  to 
the  members  of  the  Common  Council  to  take  a 
position  in  this  matter  which  will  be  consistent 
with  their  dignity  as  the  representatives  of  the 
people.  The  accusation  has  gone  forth  in  the 
past,  and  has  been  widely  circulated  and  loudly 
heralded,  that  the  privilege  as  it  formerly  ex- 
isted was  abused,  and  therefore  it  should  not  be 
continued.  That  may  be  true,  and  if  it  be  true, 
then  it  calls  for  some  heroic  remedy,  for  it  is  a 
dangerous  disease.  When  Ave  have  arrived  at 
that  state  that  the  reprepresentatives  of  the 
people  cannot  be  trusted  then  we  have  arrived 
at  a  most  dangerous  position.  When  the  public 
journals  are  teeming  with  the  accusations  that 
the  City  Council  is  nothing  but  a  junketing 
body,  and  those  actuations  are  believed  by 
the  people  and  are  sustained  by  public 
sentiment,  then  I  say  that  the  time  has  come  for 
heroic  remedies  and  heroic  measures,  and  we 
should  be  glad  to  make  any  sacrifice  that -the 
dignity  of  our  position  demands.  1  tell  you  that 
our  position  at  this  time  demands  that  we  shall 
sacrifice  this  good  or  this  advantage,  whatever 
it  may  be ;  that  we  shall  lop  it  off  entirely,  that 
we  shall  say  to  the  citizens  of  Boston:  "We 
come  here  to  look  after  your  interests  without 
compensation,  or  the  expectation  of  pecuniary 
or  other  reward  of  a  personal  character.  We  are 
ready  to  perform  that  service.  We  only  ask  you 
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to  give  us  the  credit  that  honest  service  fairly 
performed  really  deserves.  Now,  then,  this 
is  a  comparatively  small  thing  to  give 
up.  Perhaps  you  remember  the  story  of 
that  stanch  old  Roman,  who,  in  the  Punic  war 
when  the  Carthaginians  expected  to  torture 
from  him  the  advice  to  the  Romans  that  they 
should  make  a  treaty  of  peace. and  had  prepared 
the  flames  in  order  to  extort  from  him  that 
counsel,  how  he  stretched  out  his  right  hand  and 
held  it  in  those  flames  voluntarily  until  it  was 
burned  to  a  crisp.  The  Carthaginians  knew  that 
Roman  liberties  were  safe  as  long  as  she  pro- 
duced such  sons  as  that.  He  didn't  regard  his 
personal  interest  worth  anything  as  compared 
with  the  public  good, and  I  may  trulysay  that  that 
was  the  turning  point  in  the  Punic  war,  which 
resulted  in  the  destruction  of  Carthage  and  in 
the  glorification  and  advancement  of  the  whole 
Roman  world,  and  the  history  of  the  whole 
world  was  changed  by  that  one  heroic  act.  Civ- 
ilization was  started  forward  upon  an  advanced 
plane,  instead  of  being  retrograded,  as  it  would 
have  been,  no  doubt,  if  the  Carthaginians  had 
prevailed  in  that  contest.  Now,  I  say  what  is  true 
in  one  age  of  the  world  is  true  in  another.  There 
are  battles  now  which  are  just  as  real- as  those 
were.  They  may  not  always  be  battles  with  the 
sword,  but  they  are  battles  which  call  for  self- 
sacrifice  and  for  the  exhibition  of  the  highest 
manbood,  and  it  is  not  manly  to  adopt  such 
a  rule  as  this  and  have  it  flung  in  our  faces 
that  we  come  here  to  this  City  Hall  for  the  pur- 
pose of  eating  and  drinking  and  riding  at  the 
city's  expense.  Therefore  I  claim  that  we  should 
do  away  with  this  system  altogether.  There  are 
rumors  going  broadcast  everywhere  that  the 
Common  Council  of  the  city  of  Boston  is  no 
longer  fit  to  exist.  When  things  have  come  to 
that  pass,  can  we  not  stand  up  and  do  one  heroic 
act.  even  though  it  be  with  the  expiring  life- 
breath  of  this  body?  I  most  certainly  hope 
that  this  substitute  rule,  which  I  have 
offered  will  be  adopted,  and  if  it  is  adopted 
I  pledge  myself  to  introduce  an  order  into  this 
Council  that  the  mayor  be  requested  to  petition 
the  Legislature  to  authorize  the  payment  of  a 
salary  to  every  member  of  the  Common  Council 
and  to  every  member  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
which  shall  be  commensurate  with  the  duties 
which  they  may  be  called  upon  to  perform  in 
either  branch  of  the  city  government.  I  be- 
lieve that  they  should  be  paid:  I  believe 
that  they  should  be  paid  equally  and  fairly,  but 
this  Rule  44  is  an  effort  to  pay  some  while  others 
do  their  work  for  nothing.  More  than  that,  it  is 
a  thing  that  may  be  abused.  I  will  not  charge 
that  it  has  been  abused.  I  do  not  say  it  has. 
Those  accusations  have  been  spread  broadcast 
over  the  whole  city  and  beyond  the  city  limits, 
but  of  course  nobody  believes  them ;  nobody  be- 
lieves that  a  member  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil is  capable  of  corruption.  Such  an  idea 
probably  would  not  be  tolerated  for  a  moment, 
but  I  say  it  is  liable  to  abuse ;  it  is  liable  to 
be  made  the  foundation  and  the  means  by  which 
certain  members,  if  there  be  dishonest  members, 
may  receive  large  compensation  for  the  services 
which  they  perform,  while  the  honest  members 
who  will  not  make  use  of  corruption  will  receive 
nothing  for  their  services.  Therefore  I  say  that 
such  a  system  should  be  stamped  with  our  con- 
demnation, and  it  should  not  longer  exist  in  this 
Council,  Until  possibly  it  can  oe  used  in  this 
body  as  a  rule  of  that  kind  ought  to  be  used 
by  men  who  would  no  more  use  it  as  a  means  of 
corruption  than  they  would  think  of  cutting  off 
their  own  right  hands, — men  above  suspicion, 
wno  would  no  more  say  that  they  had  ridden  in 
a  carriage  at  the  expense  of  the  city  and  put  the 
money  in  their  pockets  than  they  would  cut  off 
their  own  right  hands.  When  nobodv  would 
dare  to  insinuate  that  such  a  thing  could  be  true 
of  any  member  of  the  Common  Council  or  of 
any  member  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  if  that 
time  should  come,  then  I  say  it  is  not  an  un- 
reasonable rule  that  the  men  engaged  in  the 
city's  service  should  ride  at  the  city's  expense. 
But  I  say  that  time  has  not  yet  come,  because 
these  rumors  are  in  circulation  about  the  whole 
city  that  this  is  a  means  of  corruption.  There- 
fore I  hope  that  the  members  of  the  Council 
will  adopt  this  substitute  rule.  I  admit  that 
this  is  a  heroic  measure,  but  the  disease  is  dan- 
gerous and  calls  for  the  adoption  of  such  a 
measure. 
Mr.  Whall— This  is  the  first  time  in  my  life 


that  I  ever  saw  any  connection  between  a  piece 
of  Parker  House  pie  and  the  sacrifice  of  Regulus 
during  the  Carthagenian  war.  If  there  can  be 
shown  to  be  any  connection  between  those  two 
independent  facts,  outside  of  the  far-reach- 
ing brains  and  mind  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  10,  then  my  brains  must  be  limited. 
Whenever  the  gentleman  speaks  his  words 
come  to  me  laden  with  the  odors  of  the 
field  and  the  farm.  They  come  to  me  laden 
with  the  perfirthe  of  the  haymow.  But  tonight 
when  he  speaks  he  carries  my  mind  back  to  the 
old  parable  in  the  Scriptures  when  the  pharisee 
walked  to  the  front  part  of  the  temple  and  told 
the  great  omnipotent  God  what  a  good,  spotless 
man  he  was,  how  much  he  gave  to  the  poor, 
what  sins  he  was  free  from ;  while  away  in  the 
background  the  poor  Democratic  publican  bowed 
his  head  in  holy  sorrow  and  cried :  "Lord,  be 
merciful  to  me  a  sinner."  The  gentleman  comes 
here  with  cant  and  hypocrisy.  He  reminds  me 
of  Artemus  Ward's  patriotism  hi  the  late  rebel- 
lion :  he  was  willing  to  sacrifice  every  one  of  his 
wife's  relations  to  put  down  the  rebellion.  The 
gentleman  says  he  has  not  participated  in  junk- 
eting and  in  riding  at  the  city's  expense,  and 
that  now  he  will  use  the  heroic  treatment  and 

five  up— what ■?  Something  he  never  enjoyed, 
f  the  gentleman  is  honest,  and  if  he  had  not 
been  placed  in  a  false  position  which  he  heed- 
lessly uttered  in  the  Deginning  of  last  year — 
words  which  he  had  not  the  moral  courage  to 
unsay — he  would  not  have  acted  the  false  part 
during  all  last  year  of  being  a  crank  upon  the 
lunch  question.  The  gentleman  perhaps  may 
think  that  the  city  of  Boston  should  give  to  him 
in  lunches  and  carriage  rides  an  equivalent  for 
his  services.  He  may  estimate  his  services  as 
worth  nothing,  and  therefore  he  would  have  no 
lunch  and  no  carriage  rides. 

Mr.  Richards— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that 
under  Rule  7  every  member  must  refrain  from 
personalities. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken,— the  word  "crank  '  is  not  parliamentary. 

Mr.  Whall— I  will  withdraw  the  word 
"crank," — I  believe  it  is  not  in  the  dictionaries. 

Mr.  Ladd— The  gentleman  will  have  to  with- 
draw his  whole  speech  then,  to  come  within  the 
rule. 

Mr.  Leart— Does  the  gentleman  withdraw  the 
word  "crank"? 

Mr.  Whall— For  parliamentary  reasons  I 
withdraw  the  word  "crank." 

Mr.  Gomez— The  gentleman  from  Ward  11 
quotes  rule  No.  7,  as  I  understand  it.  These 
rules  have  not  been  adopted,  and  I  cannot  see 
how  we  can  act  under  them. 

Mr.  Richards— The  old  rules  are  still  in  force, 
I  believe. 

Mr.  Whall— One  would  imagine  from  the 
tenor  of  the  gentleman's  speech  that  it  is  only  of 
late  that  junketing  has  become  customary  in 
City  Hall.  The  gentleman  likes  to  dig  into  fig- 
ures and  to  mouse  around  in  the  auditor's  office 
to  see  where  he  can  save  a  cent  for  the  city  of 
Boston.  If  he  had  known  the  facts,  he  would 
have  known  this,  that  in  1869,  when  both 
branches  of  the  government  were  under  the 
complete  control  of  the  party  of  great,  high  and 
moral  ideas,  the  Common  Council  and  Alder- 
men of  the  city  of  Boston  masticated  and  guz- 
zled $39,000  worth  of  food  and  drink,  and  that  in 
the  past  year,  when  these  terrible  fellows,  the 
Democratic  publicans,  were  in  charge  of  the 
government.they  eat  and  drank  85000  worth  out  of 
the  contingent  expenses.  I  hold  that  when  I  spend 
S5000  and  S6000,  as  I  have  done  within  the  last- 
week  here  in  transaction  of  the  city's  business, 
giving  it  my  best  time  and  best  effort,  that  the 
city  owes  it  to  me  that  I  shall  not  be  put  to  pecu- 
niary loss  while  I  am  serving  her.  If  I  have,  in 
the  discharge  of  my  duty,  to  visit  places  that 
can  be  reached  with  ease  only  by  a  professsional 
pedestrian  or  a  stockholder  in  the  car  com- 
panies I  hold  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  city  to 
provide  me  with  a  vehicle,  and  I  think  that  the 
gentleman  himself  would  agree  with  me  if  in 
my  own  egotism  in  order  to  see  how  high  I  can 
float  above  other  people ;  the  city  at  times  may 
give  me  a  balloon,  in  order  that  I  may  rise  above 
common  men. 

Mr.  Ladd— No  doubt  the  gentleman  would 
need  one,  Mr.  President. 

Mr.  AVhall— The  gentleman  says  that  no 
doubt  I  would  need  one.  Nature  has  provided 
him  with  ready-made  materials ;  close  the  spigot 
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and  confine  the  gas  and  the  gentleman  would 
go  up  immediately.  The  gentleman  calls  upon 
us  for  heroic  treatment.  If  the  gentleman  had 
put  in  an  order  that  every  geutleman  who  voted 
against  a  lunch  should  be  forbidden  from  par- 
taking of  the  lunch,  then  he  would  have  made 
one  move  in  the  path  of  honesty,  but  if  the  gen- 
tleman thinks  that  we  will  give  to  the  city  of 
Boston  our  time  and  our  best  efforts,  time  that 
could  he  spent  profitably  in  our  business,  mak- 
ing money  for  ourselves— our  bes£  efforts,  that, 
little  as  they  might  be,  might  gam  for  us  some 
kind  of  livelihood,— if  he  thinks  that  we  are 
willing  to  go,  Regulus-like  and  burn  our  arms  to 
the  stump  at  the  altar  of  public  duty,  then 
he  mistakes  the  century  in  which  he  lives. 
We  are  here  not  to  filch  from  the  public  crib ; 
we  are  here  the  servants  of  a  great  metropolis ; 
we  are  here  the  public  agents  of  a  great  com- 
munity, wbose  vast  interests  are  entrusted  to 
our  care  and  consideration,  and  it  is  only  right 
and  proper  if  we  devote  our  time  and  our  labor 
to  this  work  that  the  city  of  Boston,  a  great, 
munificent  municipality,  shall  see  that  we  are 
not  put  to  any  pecuniary  loss.  No  person  will 
deny  the  proper  use  of  eatables  and  vehicles 
under  this  rule.  The  gentleman  looks  at  all  his 
fellow-members  through  a  distorted  medium. 
Every  meal,  every  cup  of  tea  and  piece  of  pie 
that  is  paid  for  be  the  city  of  Boston  seems,  in 
his  distorted  vision,  to  grow  as  large  as  the  din- 
ner of  the  giant.  I  have  a  piece  of  advice  for 
my  friend  from  Ward  9— Ward  10, 1  should  say ; 
my  apologies  to  Ward  9 — and  it  is  this.  If  he 
will  only  while  he  is  on  some  committee  indulge 
in  the  hospitality  of  the  tavern  yonder,  and  par- 
take a  little  of  the  good  things  of  life  and  live  as 
other  men  live,  he  will  soon  commence  to  see 
things  as  other  men  see  thern. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  suppose  there  are  some 
members  in  this  room  who  were  not  here  last 
year,  and  I  can  assure  them  now  that  they  have 
made  the  acquaintance  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  10  once  for  all.  Now  they  know  pretty 
clearly  what  his  opinions  are  in  regard  to  the 
lunch  question.  I  take  it  that  the  amendment 
he  offered  was  simply  for  the  purpose  of  making 
a  personal  explanation,  and  he  does  not  suppose 
that  the  rest  of  us  are  heroes  or  that  we  are  go- 
ing to  make  any  such  unnecessary  sacrifice.  I 
do  not  propose  to  take  up  the  time  of  this  Coun- 
cil fighting  a  shadow.  The  plain  fact  is  this: 
The  rule  which  we  have  got  is  one  which  we 
adopted  last  year,  and  has  worked  very  well 
indeed.  The  amount  of  expenses  incurred  by 
members  of  the  Council  will  bear  comparison 
favorably  with  those  of  any  Council  for  many 
years  past.  I  have  been  on  the  Auditing  Com- 
mittee and  can  assure  the  Council  that  the  bills 
have  been  moderate  and  the  number  of  persons 
who  have  availed  of  the  privilegeof  having  a  meal 
or  dinner  at  the  city's  expense  is  comparatively 
few,  that  the  sum  total  is  moderate,  and  which 
no  reasonable  citizen  would  object  to.  It  is  for 
that  reason  that  the  committee  would  recom- 
mend no  change  in  the  rule.  The  law,  as  you  all 
know,  after  having  been  carefully  examined  by 
the  microscopic  vision  of  the  meniber  from  Cran- 
berry Centre,  still  allowed  $1  a  day.  There  has 
been  no  increase  in  the  amount.  Ihe  sum  total 
has  been  moderate,  and  the  record  is  one  which 
the  City  Council  of  188G  has  no  reason  to  be 
ashamed  of.  I  hope,  therefore,  so  long  as  that  is 
the  law,  and  as  it  is  a  custom  which  this  Council 
will  find  convenient  and  proper,  that  the  gen- 
tleman's resolution  will  be  treated  with  the 
same  good-natured  contempt  which  he  used  to 
entertain  for  those  of  his  fellow  citizens  who 
went  into  the  other  room  to  partake  of  lunch 
there  after  11  o'clock  in  the  evening.  He 
clothed  himself  in  his  virtue  at  that  time, 
and  sat  down  in  one  of  the  chairs,  and 
I  have  no  doubt  he  felt  a  great  deal 
better  for  it.  At  the  same  time  I  hope  we  shall 
adopt  the  rules  and  I  have  no  doubt  we  shall 
feel  a  great  deal  better  for  doing  so.  I  have  not 
heard  the  slightest  criticism  on  the  part  of  the 
public  in  regard  to  junketing.  That  is  an  explo- 
ded idea  and  it  has  dropped  out.  If  there  is  any 
paper  today  that  accuses  the  City  Council  of 
1886  of  junketing  I  do  not  know  of  it.  It  is  an 
old  scandal  and  an  old  slander,  but  at  all  events 
it  is  not  charged  against  the  City  Council  of 
1886,  except  possibly  that  at  times  we  stayed 
here  too  late  and  had  an  extra  number  of 
lunches.  The  gentlemen  from  Ward  10  having 
freed  his  mind  on  the  lunch  question,  I  do  not 


think  he  expects  to  convert  us.  It  is  fearful  to 
think  of  a  Common  Council  consisting  of  72 
Ladds.  I  hope  now  that  we  shall  adopt  the 
rules  which  have  been  reported  by  all  the  com- 
mittee and  then  adjourn  before  tomorrow7  morn- 
ing. 

Mr.  AVilson  offered  the  following  as  an  amend- 
ment to  Rule  44: 

Ordered,  That  all  votes  upon  the  introduc- 
tion of  a  lunch  order  be  taken  by  a  yea  and  nay 
vote,  and  that  the  city  messenger  shall  provide 
supper  for  those  members  only  who  vote  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words 
in  regard  to  that  amendment.  There  seems  to 
be  some  effort  made  on  the  part  of  members 
here  to  save  the  city  of  Boston  some  expense. 
It  has  often  been  the  custom  for  members  to 
vote  against  the  lunch  order  and  then  partake 
of  lunch.  It  seems  to  me  that  is  inconsistent. 
It  seems  to  me  there  is  only  one  way  to  permit 
these  gentlemen  who  economize  to  appear  well 
before  their  constituents,  and  that  is  to  have 
them  put  on  record  on  the  lunch  order  and  then 
they  can  vote  against  it  and  be  credited  with 
that  amount  in  the  saving  of  expense  to  the  city. 
I  certainly  hope  that  that  will  be  adopted  in  ad- 
dition to  the  Rule  44. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— While  agreeing  almost  en- 
tirely with  Mr.  Ladd  of  Ward  10,  yet  I  shall  be 
obliged  to  vote  against  his  amendment  for  this 
reason.  He  savs  that  this  Council  should  close 
at  11  o'clock.  I  hardly  think  it  would  be  my  duty 
to  leave  this  Council  meeting  before  adjourn- 
ment, even  if  it  should  sit  here  later  than  11 
o'clock.  But  if  I  stayed  here  until  even  11 
o'clock,  the  amendment  of  my  friend  Ladd 
would  compel  me  to  walk  home  or  hire  a  hack 
at  my  own  expense,  which  I  hardly  think  the 
citizens  of  Boston  would  wish  me  to  do. 

Mr.  Ladd— May  I  ask  the  gentleman  a  ques- 
tion? 

Mr.  Chamberlain— Certainly. 

Mr.  Ladd— Are  there  not  public  conveyances 
to  Brighton  as  late  as  11  o'clock? 

Mr.  Chamberlain  —  If  I  stayed  here  till  11 
o'clock  I  could  hardly  catch  the  train.  I  could 
go  to  Bowdoin  square  and  ride  out  on  the  hoi  se 
cars,  and  then  walk  two  miles  on  a  very  lone- 
some road. 

Mr.  Ladd— If  my  amendment  would  cause  the 
gentleman  to  suffer  a  hardship  I  would  accept 
an  amendment  to  make  the  adjournment  at  an 
earlier  hour,  so  as  to  accommodate  the  gentle- 
man. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— If  the  gentleman  will 
make  it  half-past  10 — 

Mr.  Ladd— I  will  make  it  half-past  10.  I  should 
like  the  members  of  this  Council  to  meet  oftener 
than  once  a  week  if  necessary.  I  do  not  wish  to 
introduce  any  order  into  this  Council  that  will 
be  a  hardship  to  anybody.  I  believe  we  could 
adjourn  at  naif-past  10  every  evening.  That 
would  give  us  a  three-hours  session  here.  If 
that  was  not  time  enough  in  which  to  perform 
the  business  of  the  city  I  should  be  in  favor  of 
meeting  oftener  than  once  a  week,  and  in  that 
way  we  could  expedite  business.  I  will  amend 
my  amendment  so  that  the  time  of  adjournment 
shall  be  half-past  10  o'clock. 

Mr.  Duggan— I  rise  to  ask  the  gentleman  a 
question.  I  would  like  to  ask  if  the  gentleman 
don't  consume  more  time  in  his  orations  than  he 
proposes  to  allow  the  Council  to  meet  in? 

Mr.  Ladd— I  will  divide  the  time  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  19. 

Mr.  Duggan— That  is  not  answering  my  ques- 
tiqn.  I  should  judge  that  the  gentleman  had 
occupied  at  least  two  hours  and  a  half  of  this 
same  meeting  in  orations  of  a  meaningless  char- 
acter.   [Laughter.] 

Mr.  Tracy— I  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Whitmork— Before  that  is  put  I  desire  to 
say  that,  having  consulted  with  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  committee,  we  accept  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  so  that  the  ques- 
tion as  it  stands  before  the  house  will  be  on  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10. 
The  committee  are  very  glad  indeed  to  accept 
the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9.  _   \, 

The  main  question  was  ordered.  Mr.  Ladd 
doubted  the  vote  and  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  think  the  gentleman  may 
be  mistaken.  Does  he  know  what  the  previous 
question  will  be  on? 
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Mr.  Ladd— I  understand  that  the  previous  ques- 
tion will  cut  off  my  amendment. 

The  President — No,  sir. 

Mr.  Webster — I  move  we  now  adjourn.  We 
have  had  nonsense  enough. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost. 

Mr.  Ladd  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  his 
amendment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  declared  not  ordered. 
Mr.  Ladd  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  a  ris- 
ing vote,  which  was  taken  in  the  affirmative,  no 
one  voting,  and  Mr.  Ladd  withdrew  the  doubt. 

Mr.  Ladd's  amendment  was  declared  lost. 

The  rules  as  amended  by  the  adoption  of  Mr. 
Wilson's  amendment  were  adopted.  Mr.  Whit- 
more  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

STONY  BROOK. 

The  President  announced  the  following  Com- 
mittee on  Stony  Brook:  Messrs.  Connollv,  C.  C. 
Powers,  Short,  J.  J.  Murphy,  Fowler. 

Mr.  Webster  called  for  No.  7  on  the  calendar. 

Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  adjourn ;  lost. 

reconsideration  refused  in  the  election 

CASES. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  and  the  Council  voted  to 
suspend  the  rule  so  that  Mr.  Whall  might  move 
a  reconsideration  of  all  votes  tonight  in  the  con- 
tested election  cases  in  Wards  i.  and  15.  The  re- 
consideration was  refused. 

DUDLEY-STREET  SCHOOL. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  Council  con- 
sidered the  order  for  the  purchase  of  9600square 
feet  of  land  on  Langdon  street,  of  a  cost  not  ex- 
ceeding 310,000,  for  the  enlargement  and  comple- 
tion of  the  yard  of  the  new  grammar  school- 
house  on  Dudley  street. 

Mr.  Blume— I  do  not  wish  to  detain  the  Coun- 
cil but  a  few  moments.  The  land  progosed  to  be 
purchased  here  for  not  exceeding  $10,000  con- 
sists of  9700  square  feet.  The  land  itself  is  taxed 
for  $400  according  to  the  assessor's  office,  and  the 
house  is  assessed  for  $2800,  making  a  total  of 
$3200,  Now  it  is  proposed  to  pay  for  this  small 
house  on  this  lot  of  land  $10,000— about  three 
times  its  value.  I  hope  no  such  extravagant, 
wasteful  expenditure  of  the  city's  money  will  be 
indulged  in  for  a  moment.  I  therefore  move  the 
indefinite  postponement  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Whall— I  decidedly  hope  that  the  order 
will  not  be  indefinitely  postponed.  We  have 
made  provision  in  the  last  loan  bill  that  passed 
the  city  government  in  December,  for  this  par- 
ticular loan.  I  agree  with  the  gentleman  that 
$10,000  is  an  outrageous  price,  but  the  order  is 
so  worded  that  it  lea  ves  it  discretionary  with 
the  mayor  to  consummate  the  bargain,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  the  mayor  will  do  in  this  par- 
ticular as  he  has  done  under  an  analogous  or- 
der,—I  forget  the  name  of  the  school,  but  some 
time  ago  there  was  a  similar  question 
up  in  relation  to  another  school,  I  think  it 
was  a  year  and  a  half  ago,  and  the  mayor 
refused  to  give  the  price  asked,  and  the  money 
is  now  lying  in  the  treasury  vaults  of  the  city.  I 
had  a  conversation  with  His  Honor  the  Mayor 
today  in  relation  to  this  particular  matter,  and 
he  saw  no  objection  to  the  form  in  which  it  was 
placed  in  this  order.  It  leaves  it  with  the  mayor, 
who  is  requested  to  purchase  it  at  a  figure  not 
exceeding  $10,000.  I  have  trust  enough  in  the 
mayor  to  believe  that  he  will  see  that  the  city 
of  Boston  is  not  a  loser,  and  I  think 
if  this  order  should  pass  both  branches 
and  should  be  approved  by  the  mayor — 
from  the  conversation  which  I  have  had 
with  him,  these  people  will  not  receive  this  ini- 
quitous price,  and  parties  who  may  have  a  job 
in  this  tiling  will  find  that  if  the  city  buys  the 
land  they  will  pay  only  a  fair  price  for  it.  That 
the  city  needs  the  land,  anybody  acquainted 
with  the  plans  of  the  Dudley-street  School  will 
perceive  at  once.  This  land  is  situated  10  feet  in 
the  rear  of  the  house  line  ol  the  Dudley-street 
School,  and  windows  open  from  the  class  rooms 
right  over  this  land.  If  the  people  owning  that 
land  should  take  it  into  their  heads  to  build 


up— because  the  line  between  the  city's  land 
and  the  land  in  question  would  be  the 
lateral  line  of  a  house,  they  could  ob- 
struct the  light  and  air  from  not  only  the  best 
schoolhouse  we  have  built  in  late  years,  but  also 
the  very  largest  schoolhouse.  I  agree  with  the 
gentleman  that  the  price  is  too  large,  but  $3200 
does  not  cover  the  real  value  of  that  land.  The 
laud  is  on  Langdon  street,  is  used  for  residential 
purposes,  and  is  taxed  now  at  no  higher  rate 
than  it  has  been  taxed  for  during  the  last  de- 
cade. It  is  in  a  growing  part  of  the  city.  To 
make  it  fit  for  the  uses  to  which  it  is  to  be  put, 
grading  will  be  necessary,  and  that  will  take 
some  thousands  of  dollars,  but  I  have  no  doubt 
that  after  paying  a  fair  price  for  it,  there  will 
still  be  a  handsome  balance  left  out  of  this 
$10,000,  and  as  the  mayor  has  shown  in 
the  case  of  the  other  schoolhouse  that 
he  will  take  proper  action  in  the  matter 
I  think  that  we  can  safely  leave  it  in  his 
hands.  It  was  brought  to  my  attention  by  His 
Honor  he  Mayor  today  that  if  we  pass  this  order 
and  it  goes  to  him  for  action  he  will  see  that  the 
city  of  Boston  is  not  made  a  party  to  any  job, 
and  he  will  see  if  this  land  is  absolutely  needed, 
and  if  it  is  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the 
beauties  and  the  usefulness  of  this  large  school 
that  we  have  built,  it  will  be  purchased,  and 
purchased  at  a  fair  rate.  If  it  cannot  be  pur- 
chased at  a  fair  rate,  then  I  am  confident  that 
the  mayor  will  not  buy  the  land.  This  is  not 
directory  upon  the  mayor,  it  is  simply  giving 
him  permission  to  purchase  the  land,  if  he  con- 
siders the  necessities  of  the  case  require  it. 

Mr.  Fowler— I  myself  have  some  real  estate 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  this  schoolhouse  in 
question,  and  it  is  taxed  by  the  assessors  x>l  the 
city  of  Boston  for  about  10  per  cent  more  than  I 
am  willing  to  sell  it  for  to  anybody  at  any  time. 
I  therefore  move  an  amendment  to  the  order 
before  the  Council  to  strike  out  $10,000  and  in- 
sert $5000. 

Mr.  Sanger— A  few  words  in  regard  to  this  mat- 
ter. I  had  occasion  this  afternoon  to  go  to  Rox- 
bury  and  thought  it  would  be  interesting  to  look 
at  this  site.  After  I  had  made  the  circuit  of  the 
lot  I  fortunately  met  a  gentleman  who 
has  been  building  two  houses  next  to  the  school- 
house,  and  in  the  course  of  conversation 
I  asked  him  what  was  a  fair  price  for  this  land 
which  the  city  seeks  to  purchase.  I  asked  him 
if  35  cents  a  foot  was  not  a  fair  price  and  he  said 
yes,  indeed,  and  that  30  cents  would  be  more 
than  a  fair  price.  So  that  the  assessed  valuation 
of  $3200,  as  stated  by  my  brother  Blume,  is  more 
than  the  house  and  land  are  worth  today  in  the 
opinion  of  a  man  who  has  bought  real  estate 
in  the  vicinity  and  is  presumably  much  better 
acquainted  with  the  value  of  property  in  that 
part  of  the  city  than  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7. 

I  will  not  say  anything  as  to  the  object  of  put- 
ting this  order  through  tonight,  seeking  to 
pledge  the  city  to  pay  $10,000  for  a  piece  of  prop- 
erty that  is  not,  in  my  humble  opinion,  worth 
$3200  A  house,  valued  at  $800,  has  been  put  in 
the  extreme  corner  of  the  lot  close  up  to  the 
school  building.  The  school  building  is  the  most 
handsome  in  that  section,  and  one  of  the  most 
handsome  in  the  city.  A  short  time  since  that 
little  building,  valued  at  $800,  was  moved  from 
another  part  of  Roxbury  and  put  there,  I 
am  told,  to  oblige  the  city  to  purchase 
this  land.  I  consider  it  an  outrage  upon  the 
city  that  it  should  be  treated  in  this  manner. 
Again,  even  if  the  city  does  purchase  this  land, 
which  is  included  in  this  order,  it  will  only  go  to 
a  point  in  the  rear  of  the  easterly  line  of  the 
schoolhouse  building,  and  in  order  that  there 
may  be  enough  land  provided,  it  is  considered 
wise  that  this  additional  land  shall  be  obtained. 
I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  now,  but  it  will  be 
necessary  for  the  city  to  purchase  some  addi- 
tional land  at  some  subsequent  time.  I  certainly 
hope  that  the  original  order  will  not  be  passed, 
but  if  the  amendment  is  adopted  it  will  he  a 
fairer  price  to  pay. 

Adjourned  on  motion  of  Mr.  McNarv  at  12.15 
A.M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Muxday.  Jan.  17,  1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
4  o'clock  P.M.,  Aid.  Donovan,  chairman,  presi- 
ding and  all  present  excepting  Aid.  Maguire  and 
X.  G.  Smith. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan  the  reading  of 
the  record  of  the  last  meeting  was  dispensed 
with. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Four  grand  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  Superior 
Criminal  Court,  February  term. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENTS. 

A  communication  was  received  from  His 
Honor  the  Mayor  appointing,  subject  to  the  ap- 
proval and  confirmation  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, the  following  persons  to  be  Commissioners 
on  Public  Cemeteries:  Henry  W.  Putnam, 
Charles  Hayden,  and  Alfred  G.  Harlow. 

Severally  laid  over. 

PETITIONS     REFERRED    TO    COMMITTEES    WHEN 
APPOINTED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Electric  Wires— Remon- 
strance of  Andrew  G.  Weeks,  Jr.,  against  allow- 
ing the  erection  of  poles  for  electric  lighting  on 
Englewood  and  Chestnut-hill  avenues. 

Remonstrance  of  Charles  H.  Bacall  against  al- 
lowing the  erection  of  poles  for  electric  light- 
ing or  other  purposes,  on  Englewood  and  Chest- 
nut-hill avenues,  Brighton. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps  {Aid.) — Xahuni 
Chapin  and  others,  for  an  electric  light  at  the 
corner  of  Water  and  Gray  streets,  Charlestown. 

Dundon  Bros,  and  others,  lor  an  electric  light 
in  front  of  the  new  schoolhouse  on  Medford 
street,  Charlestown. 

Adams  &  Phillips  and  others,  for  an  electric 
light  on  Washington  street,  between  Hanover 
street  and  Haymarket  square. 

To  the  Committee  on  Railroads — C.  Granville 
Way,  Lawrence  J.  Logan  and  others,  that  the 
Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  be  compelled  to 
run  cars  on  their  tracks  on  Harrison  avenue,  or 
that  some  other  company  be  granted  the  right  to 
run  cars  on  said  tracks. 

To  the  Board  of  Police— W.  H.  Jennings  and 
others,  that  coasting  on  double  runners  be  al- 
lowed on  some  one  of  the  streets  in  Charles- 
town. 

To  the  Committee  on  Fanev.il  Hall,  Etc.—B. 
Read  Wales  and  others,  for  the  use  of  Faneuil 
Hall  on  Friday  evening,  Jan.  23,  1887.  at  the  close 
of  the  encampment  of  the  Departmeet  of  Massa- 
chusetts, G.  A.  R.,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  a 
banquet. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers  (Aid.)— Peter 
Graffam  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in  Falmouth 
street,  between  West  Chester  Park  and  Cumber- 
land street. 

Albert  Morse  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in  Wash- 
ington street,  Ward  24,  between  Erie  avenue  and 
Grove  Hall. 

To  the  Committee  on  Armories. — Company  H, 
Xinth  Regiment,  M.  Y.  M.,  for  an  appropriation 
of  S1500  for  building  an  addition  to,  repairing, 
and  partially  refurnishing  their  armory. 

To  the  \Committee  on  Paring  (Aid.) — George 
E.  Harvey,  for  edgestone  and  brick  sidewalk  at 
Xo.  68  West  Cottage  street. 

Mary  A.  Pierce,  for  brick  sidewalk  at  No.  53 
Clinton  street. 

William  G.  Clark,  for  the  introduction  of  his 
steam  traction  engine  as  a  motive  power  instead 
of  horses. 

Catherine  Y.  Matson.  to  construct  a  bulkhead 
in  the  sidewalk  at  Xo.  Ill  Chauncy  street. 

James  Porter,  to  construct  a  bulkhead  in  front 
of  Xo.  81  Border  street.  East  Boston. 

F.  G.  Coughlin  and  others,  that  Autumn  street, 
at  Ward  23, he  graded  and  put  in  good  travelling 
.condition. 

X.  Y.  &  X.  E.  Railroad  Company,  to  place  tem- 
porary trestles  under  their  bridges  on  Lovett 
street,  for  the  purposes  of  replacing  the  present 
wooden  structure  with  an  iron  bridge. 


Richard  S.  S.  Brown,  that  the  fence  against 
his  estate  on  Park  street.  Dorchester,  which  was 
injured  by  the  acts  of  the  Water  Board,  be 
placed  in  proper  repair. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims— James  Duffley, 
for  compensation  for  alleged  injury  to  his  horse 
bv  reason  of  a  defect  in  Harvard  street,  Dor- 
chester, Dec.  12,  1886. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  (Aid.)— John  D. 
Lane,  to  occupy  new  brick  stable,  two  horses, 
rear  88  and  90  Trenton  street,  Ward  1. 

John  D.  Lane,  new  brick,  four  horses,  119, 121. 
Trenton  street. 

Edward  Smith,  old  wooden,  two  horses,  on  14 
Springavenue,  Ward 23. 

W.  W.  Marsh,  proposed  wooden,  20  horses, 
Cambridge  street,  near  Union  square,  AYard  25. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police(Ald.) — Isaac  Pratt, 
Jr.,  to  be  compensated  for  loss  of  fowls  killed  by 
dogs. 

TEMPORARY  BRIDGE  ACROSS  SIDEWALK. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  presented  the  petition  of 
the  Boston  Cold  Storage  and  Freezing  Company 
to  place  a  temporary  bridge  across  the  sidewalk 
in  front  of  their  building,  while  putting  in  their 
usual  supply  of  ice. 

In  connection  with  the  petition,  Aid.  McLaugh- 
lin, under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  offered  an 
order — That  permission  be  granted  to  the  Boston 
Cold  Storage  and  Freezing  Company  to  erect  a 
temporary  passenger  bridge  across  the  sidewalk, 
opposite  Xos.  18,  20  and  22  Eastern  avenue,  to 
facilitate  the  putting  in  of  their  supply  of  ice, 
said  bridge  to  be  placed  so  as  not  to  interfere 
with  public  travel,  and  to  remain  for  a  period 
not  exceeding  30  days. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

ERECTION  OF  TEMPORARY  PLATFORM. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  presented  the  petition  of 
G.  F.  Burkhardt  to  erect  a  temporary  platform 
on  Parker  street,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  ice 
into  his  brewery. 

In  connection  with  the  above,  Aid.  McLaugh- 
lin, under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  offered  an 
order— That  permission  be  granted  to  G.  F.  Burk- 
hardt to  erect  a  temporary  platform  on  Parker 
street,  Roxbury,  to  facilitate  the  rilling  the  ice 
houses  at  his  brewery,  said  platform  to  be  re- 
moved in  two  weeks  from  the  date  of  the  pas- 
sage of  this  order. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

CLOSING  OF  BRIDGE  TO  PUBLIC    TRAVEL. 

Aid.  Carroll  presented  a  petition  of  the 
Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Company,  that  the 
iron  bridge  over  its  tracks  on  Harrison  avenue 
be  closed  to  public  travel  from  Jan.  25  to  Feb.  22. 

In  connection  with  the  above.  Aid.  Carroll, 
irnder  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  offered  an  order 
—That  the  bridge  on  Harrison  avenue,  over  the 
tracks  of  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Com- 
pany, be  closed  to  public  travel  from  January  25 
to  February  22,  in  order  that  necessary  repairs 
may  be  made  on  said  bridge. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Aid. 
Carroll  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

coasting. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  presented  the  following 
petitions : 

Mrs.  C.  Bateman  and  others,  for  permission  to 
coast  on  Allston  street,  Charlestown  District. 

William  T.  Yan  Xostrand  and  others,  for  per- 
mission to  coast  on  Auburn  street. 

In  connection  with  the  above  Aid.  McLaugh- 
lin, under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  offered  an 
order — That  coasting  be  allowed  on  Allston  and 
Auburn  streets,  Charlestown  District,  under 
such  restrictions  as  the  Board  of  Police  may  see 
fit  to  impose. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  presented  the  following 
petitions : 

Thompson  and  others,  that  coasting  be  al- 
lowed on  Pitts  street,  between  7  and  10  o'clock 
P.M. 

John  Thompson  and  others,  that  coasting  be 
allowed  on  E.  Seventh  street,  beginning  at  G 
street. 

Otis  D.  Dana  and  others,  that  coasting  be  al- 
lowed on  E.  Third  street,  between  M  and  K 
streets. 

In  connection  with  the  above.  Aid.  McLaugh- 
lin, under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  offered  the 
following  orders : 
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That  coasting  be  allowed  on  Pitts  street  during 
the  present  season,  under  such  restrictions  as 
the  Board  of  Police  may  see  fit  to  impose. 

That  coasting  be  allowed  on  the  following- 
named  streets,  under  such  restrictions  as  the 
Board  of  Police  may  deem  proper  to  impose, 
viz.:  East  Third  street,  between  M  and  K 
streets,  and  East  Seventh  street,  beginning  at  G 
street. 

Severally  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule. 

That  coasting  be  allowed  on  the  easterly  end 
of  Sheridan  avenue,  "Ward  23,  under  such  restric- 
tions as  the  Board  of  Police  may  deem  proper  to 
impose. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  moved  to  reconsider  the 
votes  on  the  previous  orders :  lost. 

Aid.  Capen  presented  the  following  peti- 
tion: 

C.  A.  Young  and  others,  that  coasting-  be 
allowed  on  Blue-Hill  avenue,  between  McClel- 
lan  avenue  and  Harvard  street.  Ward  24. 

In  connection  with  the  above  Aid.  Capen 
offered  an  order,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule- 
That  coasting  be  allowed  on  Blue-Hill  avenue, 
between  McClellan  avenue  and  Harvard  street, 
in  the  day  time,  and  on  moonlight  evenings, 
under  such  regulations  as  the  Board  of  Police 
may  see  fit  to  impose. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Aid. 
Capen  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

Aid.  Capen  also  presented  the  following  peti- 
tion: 

E.  T.  Home  and  others,  that  coasting  be  allow- 
ed on  Pope's  Hill  street,  Ward  24. 

In  connection  with  the  above,  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule,  Aid.  Capen  offered  an  order- 
That  coasting  be  allowed  on  Pope's  Hill  street, 
Dorchester,  during  the  present  season,  upon  such 
restrictions  as  the  Board  of  Police  may  see  fit  to 
impose. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Aid. 
Capen  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  presented  the  following  peti- 
tion: 

A.  M.  Leavitt  and  others,  that  coasting  be  al- 
lowed on  West  Cottage  street,  between  Blue  Hill 
avenue  and  Dudley  street. 

In  connection  with  the  above  order,  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rule,  Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  offered 
an  order  that  coasting  be  permitted  on  West 
Cottage  street,  between  Blue  Hill  avenue  and 
Dudley  street,  under  such  restrictions  and  regu- 
lations as  the  Board  of  Police  see  fit  to  impose. 

Passed  under  a  su^i"  iimou  of  the  rule.  Aid. 
Smith  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

STEAM  ENGINE  PETITION— ORDER  OB"  NOTICE. 

On  the  petition  of  R.  Beeching  &  Co.  to  erect 
and  use  a  stationary  steam  engine,  of  15  horse 
power,  at  67  Blackstone  street.  An  order  of  no- 
tice was  passed  for  a  hearing  thereon  on  Mon- 
day, Feb.  17, 1887,  at  4  o'clock,  P.M. 

TEST  OF  FIKE  EXTINGUISHER. 

Aid.  Lee  presented  the  petition  of  Fred  B. 
Abbot  to  give  a  test  exhibition  of  the  Lewis 
h:md  tin-  extinguisher,  in  connection  with 
which  he  offered,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 
an  order — That  permission  be  hereby  granted 
to  Fred  J'..  Abbot  to  give  a  test  exhibition  (it  the 
Lewis  hand  fire  extinguisher  in  PostomYe  square 
on  Thursday,  Jan.  20,1887,  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Board  of  Police. 

Aid.  Lee  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  in  order 
that  tin-  order  might  he  put  upon  its  passage. 

Aid.  BiioMwiCH— I  think  that  we  should  speci- 
fy, "if  compatible  with  the  wishes  of  the  Fire 

Commissioners,"  as  there   is  no  Comtnitte i 

Fire  Department  whatever.  By  passing  this 
order  in  its  present  form  we  are  practically 
giving  them  full  power  to  do  just  as  they  like  in 
the  streets.  I  hope  that  that  will  be  added  to 
it:  "if  compatible  with  the  wishes  of  the  Fire 
Commissioners." 

The  Chairman— Do  I  understand  the  alder- 
man to  wish  to  amend  the  order  in  that  way'.' 

Aid.  Bhomwich— Yes,  sir. 

Aid.  Lee— If  the  order  in  any  way  applied  to 
the  Board   of   Fire  Commissioners,  I   certainly 


would  have  seen  that  it  had  been  drafted  m  pro- 
per form,  but  it  has  nothing  to  with  the  Fire 
Commissioners  whatever.   I  called  upon  the  Fin- 


Commissioners,  and  I  found  that  it  was  not 
within  their  power  to  say  anything  in  regard  to 
it.    If  the  gentleman  had  moved  to  amend  that 


it  he  in  conformity  with  the  rules  of  the  Board 
of  Police  I  might  he  willing  to  have  that  ap- 
plied to  the  order.  I  think  it  would  be  better  to 
have  it  put  in  in  that  way  than  to  have  i  ap- 
ply to  the  Fire  Commissioners,  and  if  he  desires 
public  safety  I  think  it  would  be  well  for  him  to 
withdraw  the  amendment  which  he  has  offered, 
and  make  it  read  instead,  "The  Board  of  Po- 
lice." 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  do  not  care  where  it  goes 
to  as  long  as  it  doesn't  give  these  parties  power 
to  do  just  as  they  please  in  the  streets.  I  will 
withdraw  that  amendment,  Mr.  Chairman,  and 
make  the  amendment  that  the  alderman  has 
spoken  of,  and  let  it  apply  to  the  Committee  on 
Police,— that  it  be  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Board  of  Police. 

The  amendment  was  adopted  and  the  order  as 
amended  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

1.  Annual  report  of  the  probation  work  of  the 
county  of  Suffolk  (City  Doc.  8.)     Placed  on  file. 

2.  Order  authorizing  heads  of  departments  to 
submit  their  annual  reports  in  print.  Passed  in 
concurrence. 

3.  Order  authorizing  the  Committee  on  Elec- 
tions of  the  Common  Council  to  prepare  and 
print  a  record  of  all  controverted  elections  to 
the  Common  Council.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

4.  Order  requesting  the  city  architect  to  in- 
clude in  his  estimates  a  sum  sufficient  for  site 
and  building  for  a  new  primary  school,  Charles- 
town  Xeck.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

5.  Order  requesting  city  auditor  to  suggest 
the  means  for  an  appropriation  of  $500  for  lock- 
ers for  the  Common  Council  lobby.  Passed  in 
concurrence. 

G.  Order  appointing  Messrs.  Connolly,  C.  C. 
Powers,  Short,  J.  J.  Murphy,  and  Fowler,  with 
such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  a  joint 
special  committee  on  matters  relating  to  Stony 
brook.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

7.  Order  requesting  the  mayor  to  petition  for  a 
law  providing  that  eight  hours  a  day  shall  con- 
stitute a  day's  work  for  laborers,  workmen,  and 
mechanics  employed  by  the  city  of  Boston. 

Aid.  Allen  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  passage  of  the  order.  The  order  was  passed 
in  concurrence;  yeas  7,  nays  3: 

Yeas— Aid.  Bromwich,  Capen,  Carroll,  Dono- 
van.  Lee.  McLaughlin,  Sullivan  -7. 

Nays— Aid.  Allen,  Havnes,  C.W.  Smith— 3. 

8.  Order  that  the  mayor  cause  the  bells  to  be 
rung  and  flags  to  be  displayed  on  public  build- 
ings and  grounds  on  Washington's  birthday. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

9.  Order  requesting  the  mayor  to  instruct 
heads  of  departments  to  allow  all  employees 
whose  services  can  be  dispensed  with  a  holiday 
on  Washington's  birthday.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

CONFIRMATION    OF    EXECUTIVE    APPOINTMENTS 

Aid.  Carroll  moved,  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule,  that  when  the  Board  consider  the  con- 
firmation of  executive  appointments,  they  do  so 
by  a  yea  and  nay  ballot.  The  motion  was  passed 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Aid.  Carroll 
moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  Board  pro- 
ceeded to  act  on  the  confirmation  of  the  execu- 
tive appointments  submitted  at  the  last  meet- 
ing. 

Directors  for  Public  Institutions. 

10.  Jeremiah  H.  Mullane,  to  be  a  member  of  the 
board  of  directors  for  public  institutions,  to  fill 
the  unexpired  term  of  Joseph  H.  O'Neil,  re- 
signed. 

<  'ommittee-Ald.  Allen,  C.  W.  Smith. 

Ten  ballots  were  cast;  yes  10,  and  the  appoint- 
ment was  declared  confirmed. 

Aid.  Carroll  moved  that  the  further  con- 
sideration of  numbers  11,  12  and  13  on  the  calen- 
dar be  assigned  for  one  week.  The  motion  pre- 
vailed and  the  appointments  were  assigned  for 
one  week,  namely : 

11.  12,  13.  Jeremiah  H.  Mullane,  Edward  B 
Rankin  and  Thorn  s  R.  Mathews,  to  bo  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  of  Directors  for  Public  Insti- 
tutions. 

Park  Commissioner, 

14.  Appointment  of  Benjamin  Dean  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners. 
Committee— Aid.  Bromwich,  Lee. 
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Ten  ballots  were  cast;  yes  10,  and  the  appoint- 
ment was  declared  confirmed. 

Trustees  of  Mi,  Hope  Cemetery, 

Aid.  Capen  moved  that  numbers  15,  16,  17,  18 
and  19  be  balloted  for  on  one  ballot,  viz. : 

15,  16,  17,  18,  19.  William  P.  Leavitt,  Dr.  James 
P.  Broidrick,  Benjamin  F.  Anthony,  A.  K.  Til- 
den  and  George  T.  Chase,  to  be  members  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery. 

Aid.  Allen— I  hope  that  the  nominations  will 
be  taken  up  separately.  I  wish  to  exercise  the 
privilege  of  voting  for  or  against  some  of  the 
gentlemen  naaned.  If  we  act  upon  all  on  one 
ballot  I  shall  be  obliged  to  vote  against  them  all. 
Therefore  I  hope  we  shall  take  a  ballot  on  each 
one. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  hope  we  shall  take  a  ballot 
on  each  one  separately. 

The  Chairman— The  question  is  upon  the  mo- 
tion of  Aid.  Capen. 

Aid.  Allen— I  move  an  amendment  that  they 
be  voted  upon  separately. 

The  amendment  was  declared  lost. 

Aid.  Allen— I  doubt  the  vote,  and  I  merely 
want  to  say— 

The  Chairman— I  shall  have  to  rule  the  Al- 
derman out  of  order  on  solving  the  doubt. 

Aid.  Allen— All  right. 

The  Board  was  divided,  five  in  favor  and  four 
against  the  amendment,  and  the  motion  of  Aid. 
Capen  was  carried. 

Aid.  Allen— I  wish  to  give  notice  that  I  shall 
vote  against  each  one  of  these  nominees,  as  I  am 
forced  to  vote  upon  one  ballot. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  also  give  notice  that  I  shall 
vote  against  every  one  of  these  nominees. 

Aid.  Carroll — I  desire  to  give  notice  that  I 
shall  vote  for  every  one  of  these  nominees. 

Aid.  Capen— So  will  I. 

Committee — Aid.  Allen.  Capen. 

"Whole  number  of  ballots,  10;  yes,  6,  no,  4, 
and  the  appointments  were  declared  confirmed. 
Aid.  Capen  moved  to  reconsider,  hoping  it  would 
not  prevail. 

Aid.  Carroll — Before  the  announcement  of 
the  vote  I  desire  to  amend  the  motion,  if  the 
gentleman  will  allow,  by  moving  to  reconsider 
all  votes.  I  intended  to  move  to  reconsider  them 
before  we  get  through.    ■ 

The  Chairman — If  there  is  no  objection  I  will 
put  it  upon  all  five,  and  the  Chair  will  direct  tbe 
clerk  to  make  a  record  to  that  effect,  if  there  is 
no  objection. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost. 

Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan  it  was  voted 
that  numbers  20  and  21  be  balloted  upon,  to- 
gether viz ; 

20,  21.'  John  Curtin,  Edward  J.  Flynn,  to  be 
members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  East 
Boston  Ferries,  to  fill  vacancies. 

Committee— Aid.  Sullivan,  C.  W.  Smith. 

Whole  number  of  ballots,  10 ;  yes  6,  no  4,  and 
the  appointments  were  declared  confirmed. 

Aid.  Sullivan  moved  that  the  ballot  be  taken 
upon  numbers  22  to  26  inclusive,  viz :  22,  23,  24. 
25,  26.  John  Curtin,  Edward  J.  Flynn,  A.  C. 
Whitney,  R.  F.  Keough,  John  E.  Lynch,  to  be 
members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  East 
Boston  Ferries. 

Aid.  Allen— I  desire  to  offer  an  amendment 
that  the  numbers  be  voted  upon  separately. 
Some  of  these  gentlemen  I  wish  to  vote  for; 
some  I  do  not.  Ido  not  desire  to  be  put  in  the 
position  of  being  obliged  to  vote  against  them 
all. 

Aid.  Lee— Upon  that  amendment  I  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  do  not  know  for  what  rea- 
son the  members  of  the  Board  should  wish  to 
compel  the  Aldermen  to  cast  their  ballots  for 
all  of  these  numbers  at  once.  There  may  be 
four  of  these  gentlemen  that  I  should  like  to 
vote  for,  and  you  are  compelling  me  to  vote  for 
or  against  the  whole  of  them  by  this  arbitrary 
motion  which  you  make.  I  do  not  think  it 
would  make  any  difference  in  the  confirmation 
after  the  votes  have  been  taken,  but  you  are 
making  a  precedent  which  will  be  very  bad  in 
the  future  and  may  return  back  again  unto 
those  who  make  it. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  will  state  for  the 
information  of  the  alderman  that  the  precedent 
was  established  last  year  on  several  occasions. 

Aid.   Bromwich— Not    when    any  objection 


was  made.  I  do  not  remember  any  objection 
being  made  when  it  was  done.  I  certainly  should 
have  voted  against  it  if  there  had  been  any  ob- 
jection. 

The  Chairman— There  were  several  appoint- 
ments of  measurers  of  wood,  coal  and  bark,  and 
hay  and  grain  upon  which  I  made  motions  to 
that  effect. 

Aid.  Bromwich— But  no  objections  were  made. 
Of  course,  when  there  is  no  objection  we  united 
the  numbers  together.  If  any  member  of  the 
Board  had  made  objection  it  would  not  have 
been  done.  Now  there  is  a  protest  against  this 
action. 

The  Chairman— And  the  Chair  will  put  it  to 
vote. 

Aid.  Bromwich Yes,  that  is  all  very  well. 

The  amendment  of  Aid.  Allen,  to  ballot  sepa- 
rately upon  each  nominee,  was  lost ;  yeas  4,  nays 
6: 

Yeas— Allen,  Bromwich,  Haynes,  C.  W. 
Smiths. 

Nays — Capen,  Carroll,  Donovan,  Lee,  Mc- 
Laughlin, Sullivan — 6. 

Absent— Aid.  Maguire,  N.  G.  Smith. 

Aid.  Bromwich  moved  to  lay  the  matter  over 
until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board,  Aid.  Lee 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  motion 
was  lost ;  yeas  4,  nays  6,  the  aldermen  voting  the 
same  as  before. 

The  motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan,  to  take  the  bal- 
lot on  all  five  nominees  at  once,  was  carried ; 
yeas  6,  nays  4,  the  aldermen  voting  relatively 
the  same  as  before. 

Committee— Aid.  Sullivan,  C.  W.  Smith. 

Whole  number  of  ballots  9,  yes  5,  no  4,  and 
the  appointments  were  declared  confirmed. 

Aid.  Sullivan  moved  to  reconsider  the  action 
upon  Nos.  20  to  26  inclusive ;  lost. 

Commissioner  of  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery. 

27.  Thomas  F.  Temple,  to  be  a  member  of  tbe 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  Cedar  Grove  Ceme- 
tery. 

Committee — Aid.  Capen  and  Allen. 
Ten  ballots  were  cast,  yes  4,  no  6,  and  the  ap- 
pointment was  declared  not  confirmed. 

Street  Commissioner. 

28.  Hugh  E.  Brady,  to  be  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  to  fill  the 
vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Isaac  Hull 
Wright. 

Committee — Aid.  Lee,  Bromwich. 

Whole  number  of  ballots  10;  yes  10,  no  0,  and 
the  appointment  was  declared  confirmed.  Aid. 
Lee  moved  to  reconsider  the  last  vote,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail ;  lost. 

Superintendent  of  Sewers. 

29.  Thomas  J.  Young  to  be  superintendent  of 
sewers. 

Committee— Aid.  C.  W.  Smith,  Lee. 

Whole  number  of  ballots  10 :  yes  10,  and  the  ap- 
pointment was  declared  confirmed.  Aid.  Car- 
roll moved  to  reconsider,  hoping  it  would  not 
prevail;  lost. 

City  Architect. 

30.  Arthur  H.  Vinal,  to  be  city  architect. 
Committee — Aid.  Carroll,  Bromwich. 
Whole  number  of  ballots,  10 ;  yes,  8 ;  no,  2 ;  and 

the  appointment  was  declared  confirmed. 
Inspector  of  Provisions. 

31.  William  Mackin,  to  be  inspector  of  provi- 
sions. 

Committee— Aid.  Allen,  McLaughlin. 
Whole  number  of  ballots,  10;  yes,  10;  and  the 
appointment  was  declared  confirmed. 

Superintendent  of  Streets. 

32.  John  W.  McDonald,  to  be  superintendent 
of  streets. 

Committee — Aid.  McLaughlin,  Haynes. 
Whole  number  of  ballots,  yes  10,  and  the  ap- 
pointment was  declared  confirmed. 

Assessors  of  Taxes. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll,  it  was  voted  that 
Nos.  33  and  34  be  voted  for  upon  one  ballot,  viz. : 
Joshua  S.  Duncklee  and  John  J.  Murphy  to  be 
members  of  the  Board  of  Assessors  of  Taxes. 

Committee — Aid.  Carroll,  C.  W.  Smith. 

Whole  number  of  ballots,  10 ;  yes  9,  no  1,'  and 
the  appointments  were  declared  confirmed. 

City  Engineer. 
On  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll,    No.   35,  William 
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Jackson  to  be  city  engineer,  was  assigned  for 
one  week. 

City  Registrar. 

36.  Nicholas  A.  Apollonio  to  be  city  registrar. 
Committee— Aid.  Sullivan,  Bromwich. 
Whole  number  of  ballots  10 ;  yes  10,  and  the  ap- 
pointment was  declared  confirmed. 

City  Surveyor. 

37.  Thomas  W.  Davis  to  be  city  surveyor. 
Committee— Aid.  Haynes,  McLaughlin. 
Whole  number  of  ballots  10 ;  yes  10,  and  the  ap- 
pointment was  declared  confirmed. 

Fire  Commissioner. 

38.  Walter  H.  French,  to  be  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners. 

Aid,  C.  W.  Smith  moved  that  further  consid- 
eration of  this  matter  lie  over  until  the  next 
meeting. 

Aid.  Carroll  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
the  motion  was  lost ;  yea  1,  navs  9,  Ala.  C.  W. 
Smith  voting  vea. 

Committee— Aid.  Carroll,  C.  W.  Smith. 

Whole  number  of  ballets  10 ;  yes  1,  no  9,  and  the 
appointment  was  declared  not  confirmed. 

Aid.  Capex— I  move  a  reconsideration  of  that 
vote,  hoping  it  will  not  prevail. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  would  now  renew  the  same 
motion  that  I  made  before,  to  reconsider  all 
votes  upon  which  a  motion  to  reconsider  has  not 
been  made. 

Aid.  Capex — I  withdraw  my  motion. 

Aid.  Carroll's  motion  was  lost. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 

39.  James  C.  Tucker,  to  be  superintendent  of 
public  buildings. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  move  that  further  considera- 
tion of  Nos.  39  and  40  be  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  of  this  Board. 

Aid.  Allen— I  wish  to  amend  bv  adding  Nos. 
41,  42,  43.  44,  45  and  46. 

Aid.  Allen's  amendment  was  lost;  yeas  4,  nays 
6. 

Yeas— Aid.  Allen,  Bromwich.  Haynes,  C.  W. 
Smith— 4, 

Nays— Aid.  Capen,  Carroll,  Donovan,  Lee,  Mc- 
Laughlin, Sullivan— 6. 

Aid.  Carroll's  motion  to  assign  Nos.  39  and  40 
to  the  next  meeting  was  carried,  No.  40  being 
William  Doogue  to  be  superintendent  of  Com- 
mon and  public  grounds. 

Superintendent  of  Printing. 

41.  Thomas  J.  Lane,  to  be  superintendent  of 
printing. 

Committee— Aid.  Allen,  Canen. 
Whole  number  of  ballots  10 ;  yes  10,  and  the  ap- 
pointment was  declared  confirmed. 

Superintendent  of  Health. 

42.  George  W.  Forristall  to  be  superintendent 
of  health. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  McLaughlin  further  con- 
sideration of  this  appointment  was  assigned  to 
the  next  meeting. 

Superintendent  of  Faneuil  Hall  Market. 

43.  George  E.  McKay  to  be  superintendent  of 
Faneuil  Hall  Market. 

Aid.  Allen  moved  that  further  consideration 
of  this  nomination  be  deferred  for  one  week. 

Aid.  Lee  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
the  motion  was  lost,  yeas  2,  nays,  8,  Aid'.  Allen 
and  Bromwich  voting  yea. 

Committee— Aid.  Lee,  C.  W.  Smith. 

Whole  number  of  ballots,  yes  10,  and  the  ap- 
pointment was  declared  confirmed. 
Water  Registrar. 

44.  William  F.  Davis  to  be  water  registrar. 
Aid.  Allen  moved  that  further  consideration 

of  this  nominee  be  deferred  for  one  week. 

Aid.  Lee  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  the 
motion  was  lost,  yeas  2,  nays  8,  Aid.  Allen  and 
Bromwich  voting  yea. 

[Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  came  in  at  this  moment  and 
took  his  seat  at  the  board.] 

Committee — Aid.  Haynes,  Capen, 

Eleven  ballots  were  cast,  yes  11,  and  the  ap- 
pointment was  declared  confirmed. 

Superintendent  of  Lamps. 

45.  Hugh  J.  Toland  to  be  superintendent  of 
lamps. 

Aid.  Allen  moved  that  the  further  consider- 


ation of  this  nomination  be  deferred  for  one 
week. 

Aid.  Carroll  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
and  the  motion  was  lost ;  yeas  2,  nays  9,  Aid.  Al- 
len and  Bromwich  voting  yea. 

Committee— Aid.  N.  G.  Smith,  McLaughlin. 

Whole  number  of  ballots  10,  yes  9,  no  1,  and  the 
appointment  was  declared  confirmed. 

Superintendent  of  Bridges. 

46,  Bartholemew  M.  Young,  to  be  superin- 
tendent of  bridges. 

Aid.  Allen  moved  that  the  further  consider- 
ation of  this  nomination  be  postponed  until  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Board. 

Aid.  Carroll  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  motion  was  lost ;  yeas  3  nays  8,  Aid. 
Allen,  Haynes,  and  C.  W.  Smith  voting  yea. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  rise  at  this  time— perhaps  I 
ought  to  do  so,  as  a  question  of  privilege,  and 
if  it  is  necessary  I  rise  to  speak  to  a  question  of 
privilege.    I  would  not  have   anything  to  say— 

The  Chairmax— I  understand  that  the  alder- 
man rises  to  a  question  of  privilege? 

Aid.  Carroll— Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman— Please  state  your  question  of 
privilege. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  will  state  it  as  I  go  on.  I 
would  not  have  anything  to  say  if  a  daily  paper 
in  the  city  of  Boston  hadn't  so  far  forgotten  to 
respect  the  truth  as  to  publish  a  consummate 
falsehood,  and  charge  to  me,  speaking  for  my- 
self, entirely,  something  that  I  have  not  been 
guilty  of,  something  for  which  I  have  not  re- 
ceived a  reward,  which  they  intimate  in  their 
article  that  I  have  received.  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  saying,  and  repeating  it  again,  that 
it  is  false  in  every  particular.  Now,  Mr. 
Chairman,  you  and  the  other  members  of 
the  Board  who  were  members  of  the 
Board  with  me  last  year  know  pretty  nearly 
how  I  feel  in  relation  to  newspaper  attacks  upon 
private  individuals  because  they  hold  public 
positions.  I  don't  care  what  a  man's  politics 
are.  I  don't  care  whether  he  is  born  in  Nova 
Scotia  or  anywhere  else,  if  there  is  anything  that 
a  cheap  newspaper  will  publish  against  a  man, 
and  it  contains  only  as  much  truth  as  the  article 
which  I  propose  to  read  to  this  Board  of  Alder- 
men, it  is  mean,  contemptible,  and  deserves  the 
condemnation  of  every  honest  man.  There  has 
been  sent  to  every  member  of  the  Board — I  think 
I  am  right— two  or  three  papers  in  relation  to 
city  bridges.  One  of  these  papers  in  particular, 
in  the  edition  of  today,  states  that  since  the  1st 
of  "January,  1886,  just  after  the  municipal  elec- 
tion,two  or  three  men  were.it  is  said. carried  on  the 
roll  of  the  bridge  department  for  each  of  the 
three  alderman,  Carroll,  Donovan  and  Maguire, 
to  induce  those  gentlemen  to  vote  for  Mr. 
"Young's  confirmation  as  superintendent  of 
bridges."  I  never  was  asked  by  Mr.  Young  or 
any  other  gentleman  to  vote  for  him,  and  I 
never  got  a  man  from  him  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  my  vote  for  him,  and  I  never  had  any- 
thing to  do  with  his  department  in  that  way. 
Again  I  desire  to  say  that  in  his  whole  service 
of  a  year  there  has  not  been  placed  to  my  credit 
on  the  bridge  department  more  than  three  men 
at  the  most  and  those  men  have  been  employed 
there  themselves  on  their  own  account.  What- 
ever men  have  been  working  on  those  bridges 
from  South  Boston  are  men  who  have  been 
working  on  the  bridge  department  before  I  be- 
came a  member  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
and  a  good  many  years  before.  I  don't 
care  what  the  Board  will  do  with  Mr.  Young, 
but,  as  I  have  said  repeatedly  in  this  Hoard,  any 
parties  will  not  use  my  name  wrongfully,  with- 
out my  publicly  giving  expression  to  my  feel- 
ings on  the  matter.  The  man  who  wrote  that 
article  lied,  the  man  when  he  wrote  it  knew 
that  he  lied, and  any  man  who  does  such  a  thing 
as  that  deserves  the  condemnation  of  every 
fair-minded  man. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  desires  to  state,  in 
regard  to  so  much  of  the  article  as  relates  to 
himself,  that  it  is  false  in  every  particular.  The 
article  I  refer  to  is  the  article  which  refers  to 
that  matter,  in  this  morning's  Advertiser.  Two 
of  the  gentlemen  whom  I  have  been  credited 
with  were  employed  in  the  Bridge  Department 
before  even  I  became  an  alderman  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  and  at  the  time  spoken  of  Mr.  Young 
didn't  superintend  the  Department  of  Bridges, 
and  didn't  become  superintendent  until  the  firsl 
.Monday  in  April— so,  so  much  of  that  article  as 
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relates  to  mvself  in  the  Advertiser  is  false,  and 
they  knew  it  was  false  when  they  placed  it  there. 

Committee— Aid.  Carroll,  Bromwich. 

Whole  number  of  ballots  10 ;  yes  8,  no  2,  and  the 
appointment  was  declared  confirmed. 
Inspector  of  Milk  and  Vinegar. 

47.  James  F.  Babcock,  to  be  inspector  of  milk 
and  vinegar. 

Aid.  Allen  moved  that  further  consideration 
of  this  nomination  be  deferred  until  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Board ;  lost ;  yeas  3,  nays  8 ;  Aid. 
Allen,  Bromwich,  and  C.  W.  Smith  voting  yea. 

Committee— Aid.  Allen,lCapen. 

"Whole  number  of  ballots  n ;  yes  11,  and  the  ap- 
pointment was  declared  confirmed. 
Health  Commissioner. 

48.  William  Taylor,  to  be  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Health,  for  the  term  of  three  years, 
from  the  first  Monday  in  May,  1886. 

Aid.  Allen  moved  to  assign  to  the  next  meet- 
ing- 
Aid.  Carroll  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  motion  was  lost ;  yeas  l,  nays  10,  Aid. 
Allen  voting  yea. 
Committee— Aid.  McLaughlin,  N.  G.  Smith. 
Whole  number  of  ballots  11 ;  yes  10,  no  1,  and 
the  appointment  was  declared  confirmed. 

49.  Samuel  fi.  Durgin,  to  be  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Health,  for  the  term  of  three  years, 
from  the  first  Monday  in  May,  1887. 

Aid.  Bromwich  moved  to  assign  to  the  next 
meeting,  because  he  might  have  something  to 
say  upon  the  matter  then. 

Aid.  Carroll  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  motion  was  carried :  yeas  7,  nays  4. 

Yeas— Aid.  Bromwich,  Capen,  Carroll,  Dono- 
van, Lee,  McLaughlin,  Sullivan— 7. 
'     Nays-Aid.  Allen,  Haynes,  N.  G.  Smith,  C.  W. 
Smith— 1. 

Absent— Aid.  Maguire. 

Water  Commissioner. 

50.  Thomas  F.  Doherty,  to  be  a  member  of  the 
Boston  Water  Board. 

Aid.  Allen  moved  that  further  consideration 
of  this  nomination  be  assigned  to  the  next  meet- 
ing. 

Aid.  Sullivan  called  far  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  motion  was  lost ;  yeas  2,  nays  8.  Aid. 
Allen  and  Haynes  voting  yea. 

Committee— Aid.  Sullivan,  C.  W.  Smith. 

Whole  number  of  ballots  11,  yes  11,  and  the 
appointment  was  declared  confirmed. 
Commissioner  of  Bridges. 

51.  Frederic  W.  Lincoln,  to  be  Commissioner 
of  West  Boston,  Craigie's  and  Prison  Point 
bridges. 

Aid.  Allen  moved  to  assign  to  the  next  meet- 
ing ;  declared  lost.  Aid.  Allen  doubted  the  vote, 
the  Board  was  divided,  and  the  motion  to  assign 
was  declared  carried. 

Law  Department. 

52.  Edward  P.  JSTettleton,  to  be  corporation 
counsel. 

Aid.  Allen  moved  to  assign  to  the  next  meet- 
Aid,  Lee  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  the 

motion  to  assign  was  carried ;  yeas  9,  nays  2,  Aid. 

N.  G.  Smith  and  C.  W.  Smith  voting  nay. 

53.  Andrew  J.  Bailey  to  be  city  solicitor. 

Aid.  Allen  moved  that  further  consideration 
of  this  nomination  be  postponed  for  one  week. 

Aid.  Lee  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  the 
motion  was  carried ;  yeas  9,  nays  2,  Aid.  N.  G. 
Smith  and  C.  W.  Smith  voting  nay. 

Aid.  Carroll  moved  to  reconsider  all  votes 
upon  which  motions  to  reconsider  had  not  been 
made,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  motion  was  lost ;  yea  1,  nays  10,  Aid.  N. 
G.  Smith  voting  yea. 

ELECTION  OF    CITY  MESSENGER. 

The  Board  next  took  up  the  special  assign- 
ment, viz :  certificate  of  the  election  by  the  Com- 
mon Council  of  Alvah  H.  Peters  as  city  messen- 
ger. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Lee  it  was  voted  to  proceed 
to  an  election  for  city  messenger. 
Committee — Aid.  Lee,  McLaughlin. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 11 

Xecessary  for  a  choice 6 

Alvah  H.  Peters  had 8 

Francis  P.  Maguire 1 

"William  F.  Griffin 1 

Blank 1 


Alvah  H.  Peters  was  declared  elected  in  con- 
currence. 

THE  PROPOSED  SALE  OF  CEMETERIES. 

The  Board  took  up  the  next  special  assign- 
ment, viz: 

Order— That  the  mayor  be  requested  to  petition 
the  Legislature  for  the  passa  ge  of  an  act  to  en- 
able the  city  of  Boston  to  transfer  to  private 
corporations  such  of  its  cemeteries  as  are  not 
needed  for  the  burial  of  paupers  and  strangers. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  hope  that  this  will  be  as- 
signed until  we  hear  a  report  from  the  new  com- 
mission, whose  appointment  has  been  presented 
to  us  this  evening,  and  which,  no  doubt,  will  be 
confirmed  by  us  at  our  next  meeting.  I  for  one 
would  like  to  have  the  matter  assigned  until 
they  bring  in  their  report  of  what  they  think  in 
regard  to  the  cemeteries.  I  move  you  that  it  be 
assigned  until  three  meetings  from  today. 

Aid.  Lee— I  certainly  do  not  want  to  raise  any 
objection  to  the  motion  which  the  alderman 
has  made,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  this  has  not 
been  considered  by  any  committee,  and  that  the 
proper  action  to  take  would  be  to  send  it  to  the 
Committee  on  Cemeteries  when  appointed,  and 
let  them  report  back. 

Aid.  Bromwich  accepted  the  amendment, 
which  was  adopted,  and  the  motion  as  amend- 
ed was  carried. 

ACCEPTANCE  OF  LOCATIONS. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Met- 
ropolitan Railroad  Company,  giving  notice  of 
the  acceptance  by  said  company  of  the  110th  to 
the  114th  locations,  granted  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  Jan.  1,  1887. 

Placed  on  file. 

PETITION  FOR  GRADE  CROSSING. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  presented  the  following  peti- 
tion: 

Sewell  &  Day  Cordage  Company,  for  a  grade 
crossing  of  a  freight  railroad  on  Lincoln  street, 
in  Brighton. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  want  to  say,  in  explana- 
tion of  that  petition,  that  this  corporation  has 
been  located  in  Boston  for  a  great  many  years, 
but  through  the  improvement  of  the  Back  Bay 
park  lands  they  are  compelled  to  move  from 
their  present  location,  but  desire  to  still  remain 
within  the  city's  limits.  They  can  secure  a  piece 
of  land  on  Lincoln  street  in  the  Brighton  dis- 
trict, not  far  from  the  cattle  yards,  and  before 
they  secure  this  land  and  locate  there  they  de- 
sire permission  from  this  Board  to  cross  the 
street  at  grade,  with  a  spur  from  the  Albany 
Railroad,  in  order  to  move  their  freight  to  and 
from  their  works.  Under  the  statutes,  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  acting  as  County  Commis- 
sioners, have  the  authority  to  grant  the  right 
to  cross  the  street,  and  afterwards  the  petition- 
ers will  be  compelled  to  go  to  the  Railroad  Com- 
missioners for  permission  to  cross  it  at 
grade.  The  first  step  is  to  secure  permission 
from  this  Board,  and  they  have  petitioned  for 
that  purpose.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  desirable 
to  keep  a  corporation  of  this  magnitude  within 
the  city  limits.  They  employ  some  hundreds  of 
men,  and  it  will  be  a  benefit  to  the  city,  and 
especially  that  portion  of  it,  if  they  are  allowed 
to  remain  within  its  limits.  I  move  that  the 
petition  be  granted. 

The  Chairman— Do  I  understand  the  alderman 
to  move  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Paving? 

Aid.  Smith— The  Committee  on  Paving,  I  sup- 
pose, would  be  the  moper  committee. 

Aid.  Lee — I  would  like  to  inquire  if  the  resi- 
dents of  the  locality  where  this  property  is  to  go 
have  not  a  right  to  come  in  here  and  be  heard'? 

The  Chairman — If  it  is  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee they  have  that  jurisdiction. 

Aid.  Lee— I  move  to  further  amend  that  the 
committee  give  the  residents  of  that  locality  a 
hearing,  and  that  proper  notice  be  given  them. 

The  Chairman— I  will  inform  the  alderman 
that  we  are  obliged  to  give  them  a  hearing 
under  the  law,  and  will  have  to  publish  an  order 
of  notice. 

Aid.  Lee— Well,  I  want  to  make  sure  that  that 
notice  will  be  given,  and  a  hearing  will  be  had, 
so  that  the  people  in  that  district  which  I  repre- 
sent may  come  here  and  be  heard,  and  I  want  to 
have  their  rights  understood. 

Aid.  Smith— The  petitioners  have  no  objec- 
tion to  giving  a  hearing. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Paving  (Aid  ),  when  appointed. 
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RULES  AND  ORDERS. 

Aid.  Allen— I  desire  to  present  the  report  of 
the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Rules  and 
Orders  of  the  City  Council  (City  Doc.  14.)  I  will 
say  that  the  changes  from  the  rules  of  last  year 
are  very  slight.  There  is  one  new  committee 
added— the  Committee  on  Harbors.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  which  formerly  consisted  of 
three  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  has 
been  increased  to  five.  Those  are  the  only  ex- 
ceptional changes.  There  is  a  little  rearrange- 
ment in  the  order  in  which  the  committees  are 
named,  but  those  are  the  only  changes  of  any 
kind. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  the  following : 

The  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  Joint 
Rules  of  the  City  Council,  having  considered 
the  matter,  beg  leave  to  report,  in  part,  at  this 
time,  and  submit  herewith  the  accompanying 
draft  of  rules,  for  adoption  by  the  City  Council 
as  the  rules  for  the  ensuing  year.  The  draft  em- 
bodies the  rales  that  have  been  in  force  during 
the  past  year,  with  certain  changes  which  the 
committee  deem  desirable,  and  which  may  be 
noted  as  follows: 

In  Rule  1  the  list  of  committees  is  rearranged 
into  strictly  alphabetical  order,  and  a  commit- 
tee on  harbor  is  included. 

In  Rule  2  the  number  of  aldermen  on  the  Fi- 
nance Committee,  Section  4,  is  increased  to  five. 

And  in  Section  6,  the  committee's  title  is  re- 
stored to  "Legislative  Matters"  as  heretofore, 
for  the  sake  of  uniformity. 

The  new  Section  10  of  Rule  2,  added  during  the 
past  year,  is  transferred  to  Rule  1,  Section  16, 
where  it  more  properly  belongs. 

Messrs.  Whitmore,  Whall  and  Foss  of  the  com- 
mittee dissent  from  the  report,  so  far  as  the 
form  of  Rule  3  is  concerned,  and  also  to  the 
change  of  number  in  the  Finance  Committee. 

[Appended  were  the  joint  rules.] 

The  reading  of  the  report  was  dispensed  with. 
as  it  was  in  print.  The  report  was  accepted,  and 
the  joint  rules  as  recommended  by  the  commit- 
tee were  adopted ;  yeas  11,  nays  0. 

Aid.  Allen  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.  Sent 
down. 

LICENSES. 

Aid.  McLaughlin,  from  the  Committee  on 
Licenses  (Aid.),  submitted  reports  in  favor  of 
granting  minors'  licenses  to  sundry  newsboys, 
peddlers  and  bootblacks. 

Reports  accepted,  and  it  was  voted  that  licenses 
be  granted  on  the  usual  conditions. 

ARMORIES. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  the  following  com- 
munication : 

I  would  respectfully  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  order  providing  the  means 
for  the  payment  of  bills  contracted  by  the  Ninth 
Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  for  fitting  up  and  furnish- 
ing the  newly-acquired  headquarters  of  the 
regiment  located  at  No.  9  Park  street. 
Respectfully, 

James  C.  Tucker, 
Supt.  Public  Buildings. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
the  colonel  of  the  Ninth  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  the 
sum  of  $710,  the  same  to  be  expended  for  fitting 
up  and  furnishing  the  headquarters  of  said 
regiment  located  at  No.  9  Park  street,  the  ex- 
pense thereof  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  armories. 

The  Chairman— The  question  is  on  suspension 
of  the  rule. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  want  to  say  in  explanation 
of  that  order  that  these  bills  were  contracted 
and  paid  for  by  the  commander  of  the  regiment 
under  some  misunderstanding,  as  he  believed 
he  had  the  authority  from  the  committee  to  do 
the  work.  It  was  work  necessary  to  be  done, 
and  bills  have  been  charged  to  him  and  he  has 
had  considerable  difficulty  in  regard  to  the  mat- 
ter. The  superintendent  of  public  buildings  dis- 
covers the  fact  that  there  is  money  enough  in 
his  appropriation  to  meet  those  hills,  and  there- 
fore recommends  that  they  be  paid  at  this  time 
out  of  that  appropriation. 

The  rale  was  suspended  and  the  order  passed. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  also  presented  the  following 
communication : 

The  superintendent  of  public  buildings,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  within  petition  from  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  namely :  That  the  armory  of 
Battery  A,  on  West  Newton  street,  be  furnished 


in  a  suitable  manner  for  occupancy,  and  that  the 
sum  of  $800  be  allowed  therefor,  hegs  leave  to 
report : 

That  I  have  examined,  in  connection  with  the 
commander  of  the  company,  the  various  de- 
mands to  make  the  new  building  a  suitable  one 
for  company  quarters  and  find  that  $800  will 
not  give  them  what  they  need  or  require,  but 
from  estimates  carefully  prepared  I  am  satisfied 
that  the  sum  of  $1000  would  be  sufficient  for  the 
purpose.  I  would  therefore  respectfully  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order 
providing  the  means  for  the  same  from  the  ap- 
propriation for  armories. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

James  C.  Tucker, 
Supt.  Public  Buildings. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Battery  A  the  sum  of  $1000,  the  same  to  be  ex- 
pended for  furniture  and  fixtures  for  the  new 
company  quarters  on  West  Newton  street.  The 
expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
armories. 

The  rale  was  suspended  and  the  order  was 
read  a  second  time  and  passed.  Aid.  N.  G.  Smith 
moved  to  reconsider  both  the  last  orders ;  lost. 

WARD  ROOM  IN  WARD  SEVEN. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  offered  an  order — That  the 
superintendent  of  public  buildings  be  directed 
to  provide  more  suitable  accommodations  for  a 
ward  room  for  the  citizens  of  Ward  7. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings, when  appointed. 

land  damages. 

Aid.  Sullivan  off  ered  an  order— That  there  be 
paid  to  George  Leonard  the  sum  of  $2000  for  land 
taken  in  the  name  of  Andreas  Blume,  and  for  ■ 
all  damages  occasioned  by  the  extension  of  Hum- 
boldt avenue,  from  Munroe  street  to  Walnut 
avenue,  by  a  resolve  and  order  of  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners,  passed  Sept.  9,  1886,  upon 
his  giving  to  the  city  a  deed  of  release  for  the 
same,  satisfactory  to  the  city  solicitor,  and  an 
acquittance  and  discharge  for  all  damages,  costs 
and  expenses  in  consequence  of  said  taking,  and 
the  sloping  and  maintenance  of  the  filling  of 
said  extension  of  Humboldt  avenue  on  his  ad- 
joining lands ;  and  that  the  same  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Humboldt  avenue  exten- 
sion. 

Aid,  SuLLrvAN  also  offered  an  order— That 
there  be  paid  to  Franklin  P.  and  Charles  S.  Wing 
the  sum  of  $125  for  land  taken  in  the  name  of 
the  heirs  of  Benjamin  F.  AVing,  and  all  dam- 
ages occasioned  by  the  widening  of  Boylston 
street,  at  Jamaica  Plain,  by  a  resolve  and  order 
of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  passed 
July  1,  1886,  upon  their  giving  to  the  city  a  deed 
of  release  for  the  same,  satisfactory  to  the  city 
solicitor,  and  an  acquittance  and  discharge  for 
all  damages,  costs  and  expenses  in  consequence 
of  said  taking,  and  that  the  same  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  widening  streets. 

Orders  severally  passed  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule.  Aid.  Sullivan  moved  to  reconsider ; 
lost. 

STREET  WIDENING. 

Aid.  Haynes  offered  an  order— That  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets  consider  the  expediency  of 
providing  better  facilities,  for  the  large  and  in- 
creasing number  of  persons  daily  visiting  the 
city  for  business  or  pleasure,  from  the  Albany, 
Old  Colony,  and  New  England  roads. 

And  to  report  plans,  and  estimated  expendi- 
tures for  widening  and  opening  Essex  street, 
from  Chauncy  to  Lincoln  street,  to  the  same 
width  as  already  completed  from  Washington 
street  to  Chauncy— 50  feet. 

Aid.  Haynes  moved  that  the  rule  be  sus- 
pended in  order  that  the  order  might  be  put 
upon  its  passage. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  think  that  this  should  go  to 
a  committee. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Sullivan,  to 
the  Committee  on  Streets,  when  appointed. 

grammar  schoolhouse. 

Aid.  Carroll  offered  an  order  —  That  the 
Committee  on  Schools  and  Schoolhouses  be 
directed  to  report  to  the  City  Council  a  suitable 
site  in  South  Boston,  with  the  price  thereof, 
upon  which  to  erect  a  grammar  schoolhouse. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Schools  and 
Schoolhouses,  when  appointed. 
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HIGH  SCHOOLHOUSE. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Schools  and  Schoolhouses  be 
directed  to  report  to  the  City  Council  a  suitable 
site  in  Roxbury,  with  the  price  thereof,  upon 
which  to  erect  a  high  schoolhouse. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Schools  and 
Schoolhouses,  when  appointed. 

PLACING  OF  LABORERS  ON  A  PERMANENT  BASIS. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  offered  an  order— That  the 
superintendent  of  streets  be  requested  to  inform 
the  city  government  if  it  would  be  expedient  to 
place  laborers  in  that  department  on  a  perma- 
nent basis. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Sent 
down. 

FRANKLIN  FUND. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  an  order— That  a  special  com- 
mittee of  two  members  of  this  Board  be  ap- 
pointed to  make  the  annual  examination  of  the 
accounts  of  the  treasurer  of  the  Franklin  fund. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Subsequently  the  Chair  appointed  Aid.  Lee 
and  Haynes  said  committee. 

CHANGES    IN    ORDINANCES. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  an  order — That  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances  consider  and  report  what 
changes,  if  any,  are  necessary  in  Section  2  of 
Chapter  25  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1885. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
when  appointed. 

WORK  ON  WASHINGTON  STREET. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  an  order — That  the  superin- 
tendent of  streets  be  requested  to  commence  at 
once,  and  complete  as  soon  as  possible,  the  work 
of  widening,  grading  and  putting  in  condition 
for  public  travel,  "Washington  street,  between 
Forest  Hills  and  Ashland  street,  the  expense 
attending  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  special 
appropriation  for  that  purpose. 

Ihe  chairman  read  the  order  at  the  request  of 
Aid.  Bromwich,  and  Aid.  Bromwich  moved 
reference  to  the  Committee  on  Paving,  when 
appointed. 

Aid.  Lee— It  seems  to  me  that  the  alderman 
should  give  some  explanation  as  to  why  he  de- 
sires to  move  the  reference  of  that  order  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving.  An  appropriation  for  the 
purpose  has  already  been  made  of  842,000,  and  has 
been  discussed,  undoubtedly,  by  the  alderman 
from  South  Boston  and  both  branches  of  the 
city  government,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  or- 
der should  pass  directing  the  superintendent  of 
streets  to  commence  work  at  as  early  a  date  as 
possible.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  work  that  can 
be  readily  done  at  the  present  time,  and  which 
will  give  employment  to  labor.  If  the  gentle- 
man desires  to  have  the  order  go  up  stairs  and 
be  pigeon-holed,  that  is  one  thing ;  but  if  ne  has 
any  other  good  and  sufficient  reason  why  it 
should  go  to  that  committee  I  have  no  objec- 
tions. 

Aid.  Bromwich— The  alderman  didn't  want  to 
do  anything  of  the  kind  that  has  been  referred 
to  by  the  alderman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat ; 
but  I  think  that  at  this  season  of  the  year  very 
little  work  can  be  done  on  the  place  where  it  is 
proposed  to  work,  and  I  think  very  likely  the 
Committee  on  Paving  will  be  appointed  in  the 
course  of  a  week,  andl  think  that  such  a  ques- 
tion should  be  referred  to  them.  Last  year  I 
don't  think  there  was  a  single  thing  of  that  kind 
passed  in  this  Board  but  what  was  referred  to 
the  Paving  Committee,  and  I  think  that  every 
alderman  must  acknowledge  that  they  did  their 
duty,  and  knew  just  where  the  men  were  at 
work  and  what  they  were  doing.  For  that  rea- 
son I  would  recommend  that  this  take  the  usual 
course  and  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing; and  I  do  not  think  it  will  be  pigeon-holed, 
for  I  do  not  think  the  alderman  is  one  of  the 
kind  who  will  allow  anything  he  presents  to  be 
pigeon-holed.  I  hope  it  will  De  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving  when  appointed. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Paving  (Aid.),  when  appointed. 

WTDENLNG  OF  BRIGHTON  AVENUE. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  an  order— That  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  be  requested  to  include  in 
their  estimate  of  expenditures  for  the  financial 
year  of  1887-8,  a  sum  sufficient  to  widen  Brigh- 


ton avenue  from  Beacon  street  to  Massachusetts 
avenue. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Aid. 
Lee  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  down. 

APPOINTMENT  OF  COMMITTEES. 

The  Chairman  announced  the  appointment 
of  the  following  committees : 

Standing  Committees  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
1887. 

Armories  and  Military  Affairs — Aid.  N.  G. 
Smith,  McLaughlin.  Lee. 

Bonds— Aid.  Capen,  Haynes,  Carroll. 

County  Accounts  —  Aid.  Carroll,  Maguire, 
Bromwich. 

Electric  Wires— Aid.  Maguire,  Carroll,  Sulli- 
van. 

Faneuil  Hall  and  County  Buildings— Aid.  Don- 
ovan, Allen,  Sullivan. 

Lamps— Aid.  Bromwich,  Maguire,  Capen. 

Licenses— Aid.  McLaughlin,  N.  G.  Smith,  Don- 
ovan. 

Markets— Aid.  Lee,  McLaughlin,  C.  W.  Smith. 

Paving  and  Repair  of  Streets— Aid.  Maguire, 
Capen,  Bromwich. 

Railroads— Aid.  Capen,  Carroll,  Lee. 

Sewers  and  Drains— Aid.  Lee,  Sullivan,  Mc- 
Laughlin. 

Steam  Engines  and  Furnaces— Aid.  Haynes, 
C.  W.  Smith,  N.  G.  Smith. 

Streets— Aid.  Sullivan,  Allen,  Lee. 

Special  Committees  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
1887. 

State  Aid— Aid.  N.  G.  Smith,  McLaughlin,  Ma- 
guire. 

Joint  Standing  Committees  of  the  City  Council, 
on  Part  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  1887. 

Appropriations— Aid.  Lee,  Carroll,  Allen,  Don- 
ovan, N.  G.  Smith,  Sullivan,  Haynes, 

Assessors'  Department— Aid.  Maguire,  Brom- 
wich, McLaughlin. 

Architect's  Department— Aid.  Lee,  Haynes. 

Bridges— Aid.  Sullivan,  Capen,  C.  W.  Smith. 

Cemeteries  —  Aid.  Capen,  Bromwich,  Sul- 
livan. 

City  Auditor's  Department— Aid.  Haynes,  Ma- 
guire. 

Claims— Aid.  Lee,  Haynes,  Carroll. 

City  Clerk's  Department— Aid.  C.  W.  Smith, 
Carroll. 

City  Collector's  Department— Aid.  McLaugh- 
lin, C.  W.  Smith. 

City  Treasurer's  Department — Aid.  McLaugh- 
in,  C.  W.Smith. 

Contingent  Expenses— Aid.  N.  G.  Smith,  Ca- 
pen, Sullivan. 

Common  and  Public  Grounds — Aid,  Allen,  Ca- 
pen, Maguire. 

Engineer's  Department — Aid.  Bromwich,  Lee. 

East  Boston  Ferries— Aid.  Sullivan,  C.  W. 
Smith,  Donovan. 

Finance— Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
ex  officio,  Aid.  Carroll,  Allen, , . 

Fire  Department — Aid.  Lee,  Bromwich. 

City  Hall  Reference  Library— Aid. Maguire.Ca- 
pen. 

Health  Department— Aid.  Allen,  Carroll,  Mc- 
Laughlin. 

City  Hospital— Aid.  Capen,  N.  G.  Smith. 

Harbor  Department— Aid.  Bromwich,  Capen. 

Department  for  Inspection  of  Buildings — N.  G. 
Smith,  Carroll,  Sullivan. 

Lamp  Department— Maguire,  Bromwich,  Ca- 
pen 

Legislative  Affairs— Aid.  Carroll,  Haynes. 

Markets— Aid.  Lee,  McLaughlin,  C.  W.  Smith. 

Ordinances  and  Law  Department — Aid.  Lee, 
Allen,  Carroll. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor— Aid.  McLaughlin, 
Haynes. 

Public  Park  Department— Aid.  McLaughlin, 
Maguire,  N.  G.  Smith. 

Paving  Department— Aid.  Maguire,  Capen, 
Bromwich. 

Police  Department— Aid.  Maguire,  N.  G.  Smith. 

Printing— Aid.  N.  G.  Smith,  Carroll,  Lee. 

Public  Buildings— Aid.  Donovan,  Allen,  Sulli- 
van. 

Public  Institutions— Aid.  Donovan,  Allen,  Car- 
roll. 

Public  Lands— Aid.  Carroll,  C.  W.  Smith. 

Public  Library— Aid.  Lee,  Haynes,  Sullivan. 
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Schools  and  Schoolhouses— Aid.  Carroll,  Lee, 
Haynes. 

Sewer  Department— Aid.  Lee,  Sullivan,  Mc- 
Laughlin. 

Registrar's  Department  —  Aid.  Bromwich, 
Capen. 

Laying  Out  and  Widening  Streets— Aid.  Sulli- 
van, Allen,  Lee. 

Surveyor's  Department — Aid.  Capen,  Haynes. 

Underground  Wires— Aid.  Maguire,  Carroll, 
Sullivan. 


Water— Aid.  Carroll,  McLaughlin,  C.  W.  Smith 
Joint  Special  Committees. 

Mayor's  Address— Aid.  C.  W.  Smith,  Sullivan, 
Lee. 

Stony  Brook— Aid.  Maguire,  N.  G.  Smith,  Lee. 

The  chairman  announced  that  the  two  vacan- 
cies on  the  Committee  on  Finance  would  he 
rilled  later  on. 

Adjourned,  at  6.17  P.M.,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Sul- 
livan. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings   of    the   Common    Council. 


Thursday,  Jan.  20,  1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  at 
7.30  P.M.,  President  Barry  in  the  chair. 

By  direction  of  the  President  the  roll  was 
called,  with  the  following  result: 

Present— Atwood,  Barry,  Carroll,  Cochran, 
Coleman,  Connollv,  Coyle,  Davern,  Dewey, 
Dolan,  Dtinn.  Fisher.  Foss,  Fottler,  Fowler, 
Frost,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez, 
Haggertr.  Haves,  Kellev,  Lauten.  Leary.  Ma- 
honev,  McXarv.  F.  Alorison.  F.  R.  Morrison, 
J.  J.  Murphy, 'AY.  H.  Murphy.  Perkins,  C,  C. 
Powers,  E.  J.  Powers,  Richards.  Shaw,  Short, 
E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan. R.  Sullivan.  Sund- 
herg.  Teevens,  Tracey,  Turtle,  "Webster,  A\  bit- 
more,  ATilson — 16. 

Absent— Blume,  Bowman,  Burr.  Carstensen, 
Chamberlain.  Clark,  Desmond,  Duggan.  Har- 
rington, Keliher.  Kennedy,  Ladd,  Lattimore, 
Light,  McEnanev.  McKenna.  J.  Murphy.  Nor- 
ton, >.unan,  O'Mealev,  Perry,  Reilly,  Sanger, 
Snow.  Thayer,  AThall— 26. 

The  President-  Forty-six  members  have  re- 
sponded to  the  roll-call,  and  a  quorum  appears 
to  be  present. 

Air.  Lattimore  addressed  the  Chair,  express- 
ing a  desire  to  have  his  name  called,  and  the 
President  said  he  was  too  late. 

CONTRACTS  WITH    WATER  BOARD. 

Mr.  AThitmore  offered  an  order— That  Chap- 
ter 30,  Section  6,  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of 
1S85,  is  hereby  amended  in  the  last  line  of 
printed  Page  107  by  inserting  after  the  words 
"with  sureties,"  the  words,  ''or  a  deposit  of 
cash.7' 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Ordinances,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr".  Whitmore. 

ANNUAL  EXPENDITURES. 

Mr.  AThitmore  offered  an  order — That  the  city 
auditor  be  directed  to  furnish  a  statement  in 
print,  showing  the  annual  expenditures  since 
1874  for  the  following  purposes : 

Parks; 

Streets,  laying  out  and  widening; 

Paving; 

Sewers ; 

Public  Buildings,  constructed : 

Police  Department,  annual  expenditures ; 

Fire  Department,  annual  expenditures ; 

Lamp  Department,  annual  expenditures ; 

School  Department,  annual  expenditures ; 
arranged  so  as  to  show  the  amount  of  each  class 
of  expenditures  expended  in  each  ward,  and 
also  the  annual  assessed  valuation  of  each  ward, 
and  the  sum  which  the  rate  of  taxation  would 
give  on  such  valuations,  and  the  number  of  legal 
voters  on  the  list  at  each  annual  municipal  elec- 
tion in  each  ward. 

Specially  assigned  to  8  o'clock  this  evening  on 
motion  of  Air.  AVhitniore.  (See  later  in  the  pro- 
ceedings.) 

special  architect  for  new  public  library 
building. 

Mr.  AThitmore  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Legislative  Alatters  be  instructed 
to  oppose  an  order,  now  pending  before  the  Gen- 
eral Court,  which  is  intended  to  authorize  the 
trustees  of  the  Public  Library  to  appoint  an 
architect,  other  than  the  city  architect,  to  build 
the  new  library  building. 

Specially  assigned,  on  motion  of  Air.  AThit- 
inore,  to  S  o'clock  this  evening. 

WIDENING  OF  KNEELAND  STREET. 

All'.  AThitmore  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Street  Commissioners  be  re- 
quested to  prepare  plans  and  estimates  for  the 
widening  of   Kneeland  street  from  Harrison  av- 
enue to  Albanv  street. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  -590.000  dollars  is 
hereby  transferred  from  the  appropriation  for 
widening  and  extending  Tufts  street  to  a  special 
appropriation  for  widening  Kneeland  street. 


Referred,  on  motion  of  Air.  AThitmore,  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

horses  for  the  south  ferry. 

Air.  Fisher  offered  an  order — That  the  super- 
intendent of  East  Boston  ferries,  under  the 
direction  of  the  directors  of  said  ferries,  he  re- 
quested to  place  a  horse  on  each  side  of  the 
south  ferry,  at  low  tide  and  in  slippery  weather, 
for  the  purpose  of  aiding  teamsters  in  getting 
their  teams  oft"  the  boats. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Air.  Fisher,  to  the  di- 
rectors of  East  Boston  ferries. 

salaries    of    lieutenants   a>"d  inspectors 
of  police. 

Mr.  Gomez  offered  the  following: 
An  Ordinance 
To  Amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1885. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  l.  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1885  is  hereby  amended  in  Section  1  by  strik- 
ing out  of  the  clause  establishing  the  salaries  of 
lieutenants  and  inspectors  of  police  the  words 
"three  dollars  and  fifty  cents  a  day,"  and  insert- 
ing the  words  "sixteen  hundred  dollars"  in 
place  thereof. 

Sect.  2.  The  salaries  increased  hereby  shall  be 
payable  from  the  date  of  the  passage  of  this  or- 
dinance. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Air.  Gomez,  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Police. 

preparing  for  a  thaw. 

Air.  Dolan  offered  an  order— That  His  Honor 
the  Alayor  be  requested  to  instruct  the  superin- 
tendent of  health  to  take  all  necessary  precau- 
tions to  prevent  the  rise  of  surface  water  at  the 
foot  of  Shirley  street.  ATard  20 :  also  to  have  open 
the  gutters  and  catch  basins  at  the  junction  of 
Hampden  and  Famhani  streets,  in  case  of  a  thaw. 

Passed.    Sent  up. 

quarters  for  hook  and  ladder  company 
no.  5,  and  south  boston  municipal  court. 

Air.  AIcXary  offered  an  order— That  the  super- 
intendent of  public  buildings  be  requested  to 
include  in  his  estimates  a  sufficient  amount  to 
provide  quarters  for  Hook  and  Ladder  Company 
Xo.  5  in  the  building  now  occupied  by  the  South 
Boston  Alunicipal  Court,  and  to  provide  quar- 
ters for  said  court  in  Police  Station  Xo.  12 

Read  twice  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  AThitmore— Should  not  that  be  referred 
to  some  committee  for  consideration, — either  the 
Committee  on  Fire  Department  or  Public  Build- 
ings'? I  suggest  that  it  be  referred  to  one  or  the 
other, 

Mr.  AIcXary— I  would  inform  the  gentleman 
that  that  order  was  passed  last  year  and  referred 
back  to  the  City  Council  because  that  depart- 
ment had  not  sufficient  money  to  do  the  work. 
Everybody  at  that  time  thought  it  was  a  per- 
fectly proper  order  and  that  it  should  be  passed 
because  the  work  ought  to  be  be  clone.  Under 
those  circumstances  I  did  not  -think  any  refer- 
ence to  a  committee  necessary,  and  it  was  on 
that  understanding  that  I  presented  it.  I  hope 
that  the  order  will  be  passed. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  decide  that 
being  an  expenditure  of  money  it  must  go  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance  or  some  other  commit- 
tee, and  if  there  is  no  objection  the  order  will  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

"Near  the  close  of  the  session  the  reference  was 
reconsidered  on  motion  of  Air.  AlcXary  and  the 
order  was  passed.  Air.  McXary  moved  to  recon- 
sider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

PROPOSED  ABOLITION    OF    FERRY  TOLLS. 

Air.  Foss  offered  an  order — That  the  Commit- 
tee on  Legislative  Alatters  be  requested  to  ap- 
pear before  the  Legislature  and  advocate,  in  be- 
half of  the  City  Council,  the  abolition  of  tolls  on 
the  East  Boston  ferries. 

Read  twice  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Air.  AA'ilson — I  should  like  to  hear  something 
in  favor  of  this  order,  and  I  therefore  move  to 
assign  it  to  five  minutes  past  8  this  evening. 

The  order  was  assigned  to  8.05  o'clock  this 
evening.    (See  later  in  the  proceedings). 

CARRIAGES  FOR    OFFICERS  AND  REPORTERS. 

Mr.  Foss  offered  an  order— That  whenever  the 
Common  Council  is  in  session  at  11  o'clock  P.M., 
the  city  messenger  is  hereby  directed  to  provide 
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carriages  to  convey  the  officers  and  reporters  to 
their  homes,  when  requested  by  them  to  do  so, 
the  expense  attending  the  same  to  be  charged  to 
the  contingent  fund  of  the  Common  Council. 

Mr.  Foss— As  this  order  requires  an  expendi- 
ture of  money,  I  move  the  suspension  of  the 
rules,  inasmuch  as  this  is  the  usual  order  and  is 
passed  every  year,  and  I  think  it  ought  to  be 
put  upon  its  passage  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Blume- The  gentleman  from  Ward  2 
states  that  this  is  the  usual  order.  It  was  the 
order  last  year,  and  not  until  last  year.  This 
order  was  introduced  for  the  first  time  last  year. 

The  President— The  year  before  and  last  year 
also. 

Mr.  Blume— Then  I  stand  corrected.  Now,  in 
my  judgment,  this  is  not  a  necessary  order.  We 
should  not  have  a  standing  rule  that  whenever 
gentlemen  are  in  this  chamber  three  minutes, 
five  minutes  or  even  10  minutes  past  11,  the  city 
should  be  at  the  expense  of  providing  carriages. 
I  do  not  wish  to  accuse  the  Council  of  last  year, 
and  I  cannot  accuse  the  Council  of  this  year,  of 
purposely  arranging  it  so  that  the  ses- 
sions do  last  until  after  11  o'clock;  but  I 
have  felt  more  than  once  that  if  the 
custom  had  not  prevailed,  which  has  pre- 
vailed, in  regard  to  the  hiring  of  carriages 
that  the  Council  would  have  got  through  just  a 
little  before  or  so  little  after  11,  that  they  would 
not  have  had  any  occasion  for  carriages.  I  think 
that  when  the  occasion  presents  itself  for  carri- 
ages, I  shall  be  as  ready  as  any  gentleman  to 
vote  for  them,— when  they  are  necessary.  But 
to  have  an  arbitrary  rule  that  we  shall  have 
carriages  whenever  we  are  in  session  until  11 
o'clock,  is  not  necessary.  If  we  do  need  them, 
the  good  sense  of  the  Council  will  no  doubt  pro- 
vide them  on  each  occasion.  I  hope  that  the  or- 
der will  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  merely  say  that  in 
past  years,  so  far  back  as  my  memory  runs  in 
such  matters,  it  was  always  customary  to  pro- 
vide carriages  to  carry  those  members  who  lived 
in  the  more  remote  parts  of  the  city  to  their 
homes  after  the  meeting;  that  that  got  to  be, 
perhaps,  an  abuse,  and  there  was  quite  a  strin- 
gent rule  made  in  regard  to  hiring  carriages. 
The  relief  which  the  city  first  received  last 
year  was  very  great  and  very  marked.  I  will 
venture  to  say,  sir,  that  under  the  rule  of  last 
year  there  was  hardly  a  carriage  hired  except 
for  strictly  legitimate  purposes,  and  which  every 
one  would  acknowledge  to  be  for  legitimate  pur- 
poses, In  regard  to  this  rule  it  amounts  to  just 
this :  There  are  a  large  number — perhaps  the 
majority— of  the  members  of  the  Council,  who 
live  so  far  from  City  Hall  that  they  cannot  get 
any  ordinary  and  cheap  conveyance  to  their 
homes  after  a  late  session  of  the  Council.  Now, 
sir,  the  gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat 
is  in  the  same  position  that  I  am :  he  can  walk 
home  after  the  meeting,  and  he  probably  does 
so,  and  prefers  to  do  so,  as  I  generally  do,  be- 
cause after  being  here  for  several  hours  it  is  a 
pleasure  to  walk  rather  than  to  ride.  But  that 
is  no  reason  why  we  should  not  consider  the 
Just  claims  of  members  who  live  at  a  dis- 
tance, some  of  whom  are  unable  to  reach 
their  homes  after  that  hour  either  by 
steam  or  horse  cars,  and  I  think  it  is  wise  that 
we  should  acknowledge  that  fact  and  provide 
this  rule.  Then,  beyond  that,  sir,  it  is  within 
my  experience  and  recollection,  that  when  we 
did  have  a  fixed  hour  it  was  very  often  impossi- 
ble for  the  city  messenger  to  obtain  enough  car- 
riages after  11  o'clock.  The  carriages  were  off 
at  theatres,  and  they  did  not,  make  any  very 
great  amount  of  money  out  of  this  thing,  for 
they  very  often  have  to  wait  two  or  three  hours 
and  get  no  pay  for  it ;  and  my  recollection  was 
that  there  was  rather  a  protest  on  the  part  of 
the  stable-keepers  to  trust  to  the  chance  of  the 
carriages  being  wanted.  And  on  several  occa- 
sions, notwithstanding  what  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  9  has  said,  there  has  been  a  remark- 
able exhibition  of  spite  on  the  part  of  some 
members  who  were  disappointed  at  the  result 
of  votes,  and  would  not  pass  the  vote  for  car- 
riages,— when  they  have  adjourned  for  want  of  a 
quorum  or  something  of  that  kind.  The  result 
was  that  the  hack  drivers,  who  kept  a  number 
of  hacks  here  and  found  they  could  not  de- 
pend upon  it  at  all,  and  could  get  no  employ- 
ment, got  tired  and  refused  to  do  it  any  longer. 
I  very  distinctly  recollect  [that  it  was  owing  to 
something  of  the  sort  that  it  was  found  neces- 


sary and  advisable  to  fix  an  hour.  It  put  the  re- 
sponsibility then  upon  the  city  messenger ;  he 
must  provide  carriages.  It  is  just  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  2  has  said,  a  customary  order, 
and  I  do  not  believe  it  will  be  abused.  If  it  is 
abused  it  is  very  easy  for  the  Council  to  repeal 
the  rule. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  would  ask  for  information  to 
have  the  order  read  once  more.  [The  clerk  read 
the  order.]  If  there  are  any  officers  or  reporters 
who  live  at  a  distance  sufficient  to  justify  the 
taking  of  a  carriage  to  go  home,  when  we  sit  un- 
til 11  o'clock,  I  believe  that  those  gentlemen 
should  have  a  carriage  to  go  home  in — if  they 
are  put  to  disadvantage  in  getting  to  their 
homes  in  the  outlying  districts  of  the  city.  But 
in  order  to  inform  myself  upon  that  matter,  I 
should  like  to  have  the  residence  of  the  officers 
and  reporters  given  to  us,  that  we  may  know 
how  many  of  them  really  deserve  this  courtesy 
extended  to  them.  If  they  really  deserve  it,  let 
us  give  it  to  them ;  if  they  do  not,  do  not  let  us 
give  it  to  them.  Let  us  have  information  which 
will  show  us  how  to  act  in  this  matter.  But  in- 
asmuch as  it  may  cause  some  debate,  I  move  to 
assign  the  order  to  8.05  this  evening. 

Mr.  Blume— I  find,  and  I  cheerfully  acknowl- 
edge it,  that  I  misapprehended  the  order.  I 
thought  it  was  an  order  providing  carriages 
for  members  and  officers  and  reporters  if 
the  sessions  of  the  Council  lasted  until 
after  11  o'clock.  Upon  hearing  the  order  read 
the  second  time,  with  less  confusion  than  pre- 
vailed when  it  was  first  read,  I  now  apprehend 
it  fully.  I  did  not  before ;  and  I  am  perfectly 
willing  that  the  officers  and  reporters  should 
ride  home  from  the  sessions  of  the  Council 
when  continued  after  11  o'clock.  I  do  not,  how- 
ever, intend  to  abate  one  word  from  what  I  said 
as  to  the  inutility  of  the  rule  which  has  been 
established,  and  which  I  presume  it  is  now  too 
late  to  alter.  I  think  the  whole  tiling  was  a 
mistake,  and  we  never  ought  to  have  adopted 
that  rule.  We  did  not  have  it  two  years  ago, 
and  from  all  our  previous  experience  and  cus- 
tom the  rule  should  not  be  in  existence ;  but,  of 
course,  I  cannot  talk  against  what  is  already  in 
existence,  except  in  explanation  of  my  error.  I 
still  think  I  am  right  in  the  matter  as  regards 
the  original  proposition. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  regard  this,  Mr.  President,  as  one  of 
the  least  objectionable  features  of  the  junketing 
rule;  and  while  I  am  in  favor  of  abolishing  that 
rule  altogether,  and  having  the  Council  adjourn 
every  night  at  such  an  hour  that  the  members 
can  reach  their  homes  by  ordinary  public  con- 
veyance, such  as  horse  cars,  etc.  I  think  as 
we  have  adopted  the  rules  in  their  present 
shape,  it  is  nothing  more  than  what  ought  to  be 
expected,  as  a  natural  right  of  those  who  live  at 
a  distance,  that  they  should  lie  conveyed  to  their 
homes,  if  the  Council  contiuues  in  session  to  a 
very  late  hour.  Therefore  I  myself,  while  I  feel 
thoroughly  opposed  to  the  junketing  rule  as  a 
whole,  do  not  feel  inclined  to  oppose  this  par- 
ticular part  of  it  itself.  As  I  say,  I  regard  it 
as  one  of  the  least  objectionable  features,  and 
one  of  the  features  which  is  least  likely  to  be 
abused. 

Mr.  Wilson  withdrew  his  motion  to  assign. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  was 
passed.    Mr.  Foss  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

LOCKERS  FOR  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  city 
auditor,  in  compliance  with  the  order  approved 
January  19,  1887,  suggesting  that  the  amount 
needed  to  provide  for  the  construction  of  lockers 
for  the  Common  Council  lobby  may  be  trans- 
ferred from  the  appropriation  for  Albany-street 
bridge. 

In  connection  with  the  above  Mr.  Whitmore 
offered  an  order— That  the  superintendent  of 
public  buildings  be  directed  to  provide  lockers 
tor  the  use  of  the  members  of  the  Common 
Council  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  the  sum  of 
$500,  said  sum  to  be  transferred  for  the  purpose 
from  the  appropriation  for  Albany-street  bridge. 

Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule 
moved  by  Mr.  Whitmore,  and  passed;  yeas  62, 
nays  0.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 
Sent  up. 

RECORD  COMMISSIONERS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  presented  the  10th  report  of 
the  Record  Commissioners,  containing  Boston 
town  records  from  1758  to  1769.    Sent  up. 
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PAPERS  FROM  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

1.  Order  requesting  the  superintendent  of 
streets  to  inform  the  city  government  if  it  would 
be  expedient  to  place  laborers  in  his  department 
on  a  permanent  basis.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

2.  Order  for  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  to 
include  in  their  estimates  for  the  financial  year 
1887-88  a  sum  sufficient  to  widen  Brighton  ave- 
nue from  Beacon  street  to  Massachusetts  ave- 
nue.   Passed  in  concurrence. 

ANNUAL    EXPENDITURES. 

Mr.  Whitmore  called  up  the  special  assign- 
ment for  8  P.  M.,  viz. : 

Order  for  the  city  auditor  to  furnish  a  state- 
ment of  annual  expenditures,  etc.,  since  1874. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr,  Wilson— I  think  before  this  order  is  passed 
we  ought  to  have  some  explanation  from  the 
gentleman  who  introduced  it.  It  is  going  to  en- 
tail upon  the  city  auditor  considerable  trouble 
and  perhaps  expense,  and  we  ought  not  to  pass 
this  order  unless  we  know  what  we  are  doing, 
and  we  ought  to  have  some  good  reason  for 
passing  this.  I  should  like  to  have  the  gentle- 
man give  some  explanation. 

Mr.  Whitmore— It  was  probably  owing  to  the 
infirmities  of  age  that  I  was  not  able  to  get  the 
floor  as  promptly  as  did  my  young  friend  from 
Ward  9.  Of  course  I  meant  to  explain  the  order 
before  I  asked  anybody  to  vote  for  it.  The  order 
simply  requests  the  auditor  to  give  us  from 
his  sum  totals  since  1874,  which  was  the 
year  following  the  latest  annexation,  these 
figures,  and  let  us  know  officially  how 
large  annual  appropriations  and  expen- 
ditures for  these  important  purposes  had  been 
made  in  each  year,  and  also  the  amount  of  taxes 
assessed  in  each  ward  in  each  year,  and  the 
number  of  voters.  The  reason  that  I  do  that, 
sir,  is  that  I  have  made  from  time  to  time  many 
unofficial  statements  in  regard  to  how  much  of 
the  city's  money  was  expended  for  some  por- 
tions of  the  city.  In  reply  to  those  statements  it 
has  been  stated  that  there  has  been  a  great  in- 
crease of  taxable  value  in  the  very  ward  where 
the  most  money  has  been  spent.  Now,  it  seems 
to  me  it  is  desirable  in  every  respect  that  this 
City  Council,  before  they  begin  to  apportion  out 
the  small  sums  of  money  that  will  be  at  their 
disposal  this  year,  should  know  exactly  how  the 
different  portions  of  the  city  are  situated,  and 
what  the  expenditures  have  been  year  by 
year,  and  we  will  then  have  a  statement 
which  everybody  can  understand.  We  will 
know  then  how  much  money  has  been 
spent  for  laying  out  streets,  and  building 
sewers  and  parks,  and  the  expenses  incurred  for 
public  buildings,  school-houses,  engine-houses, 
police  stations,  and  also  how  much  it  costs  for 
each  ward  separately  to  run  the  schools  and  fire 
departments  m  those  wards.  We  have  never 
had  those  facts  and  figures  officially.  They  are 
all,  no  doubt,  to  be  picked  out  from  the  auditor's 
report,  but  if  any  member  tries  to  do  it  indi- 
vidually, he  is  liable,  of  course,  to  make  mis- 
takes, and  he  is  liable  also  to  be  accused  of  mis- 
quoting the  figures  for  some  particular  purpose. 
Now,  sir,  representing  as  I  do,  in  part,  one  of 
the  central  wards  of  the  city,  I  don't  feel  that  I 
can  be  accused  of  having  any  partiality  for  or 
against  any  other  ward,  but  I  do  think  that  the 
citizens  of  Boston,  as  well  as  the  members  of 
this  Council,  are  entitled  to  exactly  this  inform- 
ation, and  the  auditor  can  provide  it  very 
easily.  I  might  almost  say,  that  he  has 
the  figures  m  his  head,  in  round  sums, 
and  I  think  the  order  is  one  which 
ought  to  be  passed.  The  information  is 
decidedly  information  which  will  enlighten  the 
members  of  this  Council  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duties  during  the  coming  year. 

Mr.  Blume— I  certainly  do  not  wish  to  inter- 
fere with  any  purpose  of  the  venerable  sage  of 
the  Council  m  any  manner  when  he  offers  an 
order  that  is  intended  to  give  the  members  of 
the  Council  any  information  that  will  be  useful 
either  to  the  Council  or  the  citizens.  But  the 
most  preposterous,  I  might  almost  say  ridicu- 
lous, order  that  I  have  heard  introduced  here 
for  some  time  is  this.  What  will  it  show?  It 
will  show  the  amounts  expended  in  the  Back-bay 
ward,  Ward  11,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  repre- 
sentor in  the  Dorchester  ward,  where  it  has  been 
all,  or  nearly  all,  built  up  within  the  last  12, 


13  or  14  years.  Will  that  show  anything 
to  anybody,  which  will  be  of  value,  if  it  does 
show  that  the  city  has  spent  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  dollars  in  streets  and  sewers  in  those 
outlying  wards  or  the  newly-built-up  wards? 
They  have  spent  half  a  million  dollars  in  this 
spot,  and  only  fifty  thousand  in  another.  What 
of  it?  Why,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  very  state- 
ment is  ridiculous.  Suppose  it  should  turn  out 
that  we  had  spent  half  a  million  dollars  in 
Ward  11  for  the  improvements  he  alludes  to, 
and  they  have  only  spent  one  tenth  or  one 
twentieth  as  much  in  Ward  10  or  Ward  12,  does 
that  prove  anything?  Would  that  prove  that 
Ward  10  or  Ward  12  hadn't  had  its  quota 
of  public  improvements?  How  do  we  know 
but  that  forty  years  ago  they  had  these  improve- 
ments, which  the  citizens  at  that  time  paid  for? 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  bare  statement,  as  I 
have  already  said,  is  enough  to  contradict  the 
usefulness,  or  utility,  rather,  of  this  order.  I 
hope  no  such  order  will  be  passed,  and  if  it  does 
pass,  I  hope  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
will  vouchsafe  us  some  information  as  to  the  ex- 
pense. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Of  course,  Mr.  President,  it  is 
no  surprise  to  you  to  hear  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  11  state  that  this  particular  order  is  pre- 
posterous, or  absurd.  In  fact,  that  is  a  mild  way 
of  putting  his  objection  to  a  thing  which  doesn't 
meet  with  his  approval.  No  doubt  before  long 
we  shall  have  stronger  expressions  in  regard  to 
some  other  order.  I  take  it  to  mean,  knowing 
him  so  well,  that  he  doesn't  exactly  approve  of 
it,  because  he  hasn't  considered  it.  But,  sir,  I 
think  it  is  evident  to  all  that  he  has  given  us  no 
reason  why  we  should  not  have  the  informa- 
tion. I  say,  sir,  that  in  between  three  and  four 
months  this  Council  will  be  called  upon  to 
attempt  to  apportion  out  for  public  purposes 
a  sum  of  money  totally  inadequate  for 
the  public  needs.  We  have  already  this 
year  had  orders  put  in  to  supply  public 
buildings,  for  example,  in  various  sections  of  the 
city.  It  seems  to  me,  sir,  knowing  that  there 
isn't  money  enough  to  do  all  in  one  year  that  is 
desired,  the  very  information  that  this  Council 
wants  is  to  know  how  much  has  already  been 
provided  for  in  particular  sections.  If  they  have 
had  their  fair  proportion  of  the  money  raised  by 
taxation  during  the  past  10  or  12  years,  and  now 
want  more,  while  other  portions  of  the  city  have 
been  neglected,  then  the  information  is  before 
the  members  of  the  Council  to  see  where  the 
money  can  best  be  applied.  Now,  sir.  I  have 
nothing  to  say  in  regard  to  the  way  in  which  the 
Common  Council  has  acted  in  regard  to  appro- 
priations in  past  years.  I  think,  sir,  that  the 
local  question  has  had  very  little  to  do  with  it. 
I  do  say  most  decidedly  that  the  expendi- 
tures in  regard  to  paving  and  laying  out 
streets,  have,  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
been  most  notoriously  and  scandalously  affected 
by  local  considerations,  and  it  is  because  the 
Council  ought  to  know  before  they  act  just  what 
has  been  done  that  this  information  ought  to  be 
laid  before  them.  It  is  very  rarely,  sir,  that  any 
inquiry  whose  object  is  to  obtain  information  is 
objected  to.  I  cannot  conceive,  sir,  of  any  good 
reason  to  oppose  the  getting  of  information 
which  we  have  not  at  present,  and  which  I  think 
every  member  of  the  Council  will  say  is  solid 
and  useful  information.  As  to  the  matter  of 
cost,  it  will  be  nothing  at  all ;  it  won't  cost  the 
city  of  Boston  one  cent.  The  work  will  be  done 
probably  in  the  course  of  a  day  or  two  days,  at 
the  outside,  on  the  part  of  the  clerk  or  clerks  in 
the  Auditor's  Department ;  and  at  this  time  of 
the  year,  of  course,  they  are  not  overrun  with 
business  and  they  can  perfectly  well  do  it.  If  the 
order  is  passed  the  auditor  will  not  be  put  to  any 
extra  expense,  nor  will  the  city  of  Boston, and  if  he 
reports  m  print  it  will  probably  take  two  or 
three  pages  of  printed  report  which  will 
amount  to  $2  or  $3.  I  will  say,  having  been 
on  the  Committee  on  Printing  so  long,  that  I 
know  something  about  it,  that  public  docu- 
ments don't  cost  a  great  deal  to  print,  and  I  ven- 
ture to  say  if  the  order  is  passed  and  the  infor- 
mation obtained,  it  will  be  the  most  interesting- 
reading  that  this  Council  will  have  for  the  next 
60  days. 

Mr.  Frost— After  hearing  the  statement  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  wffio  has  given  us 
the  statement  that  it  will  not  cost  the  city  any- 
thing, I  think  that  it  will  be  very   desirable  • 
intelligence  for  the  city  to  have.    So  far  as  its 
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amounting  to  anything  is  concerned  that  will 
depend,  I  think,  very  largely  upon  the  indi- 
viduals who  look  the  matter  over  and  study  into 
it.  So  far  as  the  expenditure  of  money  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  city  is  concerned,  every  intelli- 
gent man  knows  that  in  certain  parts  of  the  city 
we  are  building  up  very  rapidly,  and  those  sec- 
tions need  a  great  deal  of  money.  They  not  only 
need  it,  but  they  get  it,  and  they  return  it  to  the 
city  in  the  shape  of  increased  taxes.  Now,  for 
one,  I  should  be  very  glad  to  have  just  such  in- 
formation as  this  order  will  give  me,  and  I  shall 
vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  certainly  do  not  wish  to  oppose 
anything  that  will  shed  light  on  any  matter  or 

five  the  Council  or  the  public  any  information, 
only  rise  to  object  to  one  argument  that  has 
been  advanced  here  in  favor  of  this  order,  and 
that  is,  that  it  is  necessary  that  we  should  have 
this  information  in  order  to  know  how  to  appro- 
priate money  during  the  present  year.  I  take 
issue  with  that  proposition  at  once,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, and  1  claim  that  it  is  an  unwise  argument 
to  advance  in  support  of  this  order,  that  it  is  un- 
wise for  us  to  undertake  to  involve  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  public  money  any  questions  of  lo- 
cality whatever.  I  represent  a  ward  of  the 
city  that  was  built  up  years  and  years  ago,  and 
probably  there  lias  been  less  of  the  public 
money  Spent  in  Ward  10  within  the  last  dozen 
years  than  in  any  other  ward  in  the  whole  city. 
I  do  not  know  that  I  am  correct  in  that  state- 
ment, but  I  assume  it,  and  I  presume  that  it  is 
true ;  but  still  I  do  not  assume  that  as  a  reason 
why  there  should  be  appropriations  for  Ward  10 
during  the  coming  year  out  of  the  small  amount 
of  money  that  we  shall  have  to  appropriatet  be- 
cause I  do  not  think  that  it  is  a  wise  principle. 
We  should  inquire,  I  think,  what  is  in  the  whole 
city  of  Boston  most  required  and  most  needed, 
and  then  we  should  appropriate  the  public 
money  without  regard  to  any  locality  or  any 
local  interests.  Now  a  different  policy  has  been 
pursued  in  the  past  in  the  government  of  the 
city  of  Boston  from  what  is  being  pursued  at  the 
present  time  in  many  respects,  and  in  one  re- 
spect which  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of 
this  Council  to,  through  you,  Mr.  President, 
and  that  is  the  fact  that  years  ago  when  it 
was  contemplated  to  lay  out  a  public  street  and 
to  improve  private  property  the  owners  of  that 
property  took  the  burden  upon  themselves,  and 
undertook  to  pay  the  expense  not  only  for  the 
purchase  of  the  land,  but  for  the  laying  out  of 
the  street  and  keeping  of  it  in  repair  for  years ; 
and  I  have  an  instance  in  my  own  Ward  10 
which  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  tonight  of 
that  very  thing.  A  street  was  laid  out  in  that 
ward  hy  owners  of  the  land  for  the  purpose  of 
improving  the  property  in  about  the  year  1835, 
and  it  was  continued,  the  street  was  built  and 
repaired  for  over  40  years  at  the  expense  of  the 
individual  land  owners  abutting  upon  that  street. 
That  street  \v;is  Pemberton  square.  That,  in  my 
judgment,  shows  the  right  spirit  on  the  part  of 
the  landowners  to  relieve  the  city  of  burdens  so 
far  as  possible,  when  they  are  reaping  directly 
the  benefits  which  arise  from  it,  Pemberton 
square  was  a  thoroughfare  for  the  whole  city, 
and  it  was  supported  by  the  owners  of  the  ad- 
joining land  for  40  years  and  kept  in  repair. 
That  is  an  example  that  I  want  to  call  your  at- 
tention to  tonight. 

Mr.  F.  Morison— I  certainly  hope  that  this  or- 
der will  lie  passed,  because,  as  a  new  member  of 
this  Council,  I  stand  here  and  have  a  great  many 
things  brought  to  my  attention  concerning 
which  I  have  little  or  no  information,  and  upon 
which  I  can  hardly  expect  to  have  information. 
This  is  an  order  which  will  certainly  give  me, 
as  a  new  member,  and  I  think  others  witli  me, 
a  great  deal  of  information  as  regards  expense 
authorized  by  this  Council  during  past  years. 
I  for  one  should  like  to  have  that  information. 
What  use  may  be  made  of  it  by  other  parties 
after  it  is  obtained  is  another  question.  The  in- 
formation itself,  it  seems  to  me,  is  exceedingly 
desirable,  and  I  hope  that  order  will  pass. 

Mr.  Blume— Insomuch  as  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  vouchsafes  us  the  information  that  it  is 
not  going  to  cost  anytbing,  and  is  a  mere  trifle, 
I  make  an  amendment  that  instead  of  the  words 
"since  1874"  it  read  "since  1822,"  when  the  city 
was  incorporated.  I  think  that  will  give  us 
more  light,  and  all  the  light  on  the  subject  that 
i  we  ought  to  have. 

Mr.  Whitmore— There  is  only  one  little  ob- 


jection to  that.  There  have  been  a  number  of 
annexations  which  ceased  in  1874,  and  besides 
that  there  have  been  three,  or  four,  or  five 
divisions  of  the  city  into  wards,  and  if  the 
figures  go  as  far  back  as  1822  it  would  hardly 
convey,  to  anybody  but  antiquarians,  a  distinct 
knowledge  of  what  has  been  done.  I  will  amend 
it  if  the  gentleman  prefers,  and,  in  fact,  I  will 
amend  it  anyway,  to  read  so  that  it  shall  take  in 
the  last  division  of  wards,  so  that  the  figures 
will  represent  the  same  territory  that  the  wards 
now  represent,  and  that  we  shall  understand 
what  it  means.  I  will  move  to  amend  that 
"1S74"  by  inserting  instead  "1876."  Thatgoes  back 
far  enough  to  give  us  the  information  desired. 
I  move  you,  sir,  that  it  be  amended  by  inserting 
"1876"  instead  of  "1874." 

The  order  was  amended  as  moved  by  Mr. 
Whitmore. 

Mr.  Blume's  amendment  was  rejected,  and 
Mr.  Whitmore's  order  as  amended  was  passed. 
Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 
Sent  up. 

SPECIAL  ARCHITECT  FOR  NEW  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 
BUILDING. 

Mr.  Whitmore  called  up  the  special  assign- 
ment for  8  P.  M.,  viz. : 

Order  to  oppose  legislation  authorizing  the 
trustees  of  Public  Library  to  employ  an  architect 
other  than  the  city  architect  for  the  new  Public 
Library  huilding. 

Mr.  Ayhitmore— I  offer  that  order,  and  instead 
of  simply  referring  it,  I  desire  to  have  a  chance 
to  speak  on  it,  beenuse,  being  one  of  the  trus- 
tees, I  feel  it  my  duty  as  a  member  of  the  Coun- 
cil to  stand  on  the  same  ground  that  I  have  be- 
fore in  the  case  of  other  questions  of  this  kind. 
I  notice  by  the  newspapers  that  an  order  has 
been  introduced  into  the  Legislature  and  refer- 
red to  a  committee,  which  really  has  this  effect, 
to  amend  the  statute  in  regard  to  the  board 
of  trustees  of  the  Public  Library,  by  striking 
out  the  words  "Public  Library  on  Boylston 
street,"  the  reason  being  that  the  appropriation 
which  commenced  at  something  like  $450,000, 
and  now  has  been  reduced  to  $375,000  for  building 
the  new  Public  Library,  had  never  been  consid- 
ered as  being  within  the  control  of  the  trustees. 
I  understand!  the  corporation  counsel,— I  do  not 
sav  this  officially,— but  I  understand  it  to  be  the 
case— having  looked  into  the  matter,  is  of  the 
opinion  that  the  present  act  confining  the  ap- 
propriations which  the  trustees  dispose  of  to  an 
appropriation  for  a  public  library  on  Boylston 
street  was  so  definite  and  precise  that  the  main 
fund  could  not  he  expended  by  the  trustees;  and 
this  amendment,  put  at  the  Legislature  by  one 
or  two  individuals  of  Boston,  and  not  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  Common  Council,  would  have  the 
effect  of  striking  out  those  words  and  putting 
the  entire  appropriation  into  the  hands  of  the 
trustees.  I  have  always  taken  the  ground  that  all 
large  expenditures  of  money,  by  trustees  or  any- 
body else,  ought  to  be  submitted  first  to  this  Coun- 
cil, which  votes  the  money,  and  be  approved  of 
before  the  money  is  actually  spent.  Believing 
that,  and  notwithstanding  I  occupy  this  double 
position,  I  feel  that  this  matter  ought  to  be 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Council.  To  my 
mind,  sir,  there  is  nothing  in  the  composition  of 
the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Puhlic  library— they 
are  a  small  body  of  only  five  members  now.  and 
all  on  the  b=fflt  possible  terms  with  each  other — 
which  would  enable  them  to  get  at  their  present 
clause  in  regard  to  building,  by  the  passage  of 
this  law.  The  trouble  and  delay  has  been  in  the 
building  of  that  library,  that  it  is  almost  utterly 
impossible  for  any  set  of  men,  any  board  of  com- 
missioners, trustees  or  anybody  else  to  agree  on 
an  architect  and  on  apian.  And,  sir,  since  the 
matter  was  first  started,  that  particular  board 
of  trustees  has  been  very  unfortunate  in  thofact 
that  there  have  been  repeated  changes  in  the 
position  of  the  city  architect,  and  also  in 
the  opinion  of  the  City  Council  in  re- 
gard to  tha  matter.  But,  sir,  except- 
ing in  the  matter  of  delay,  there  has  been 
nothing  lost.  The  eity  has  done  enough 
work  to  secure  the  grant  made  by  the  State  of  a 
large  piece  of  land.  The  delay  which  has  taken 
place  has  enabled  the  trustees  to  look  over  the 
matter  of  the  arrangements  and  details  of  the 
building,  and  to  arrange  this  better  probably 
than  they  otherwise  would  have  done,  In  fact, 
since  the  matter  was  commenced,  this  entire 
system  of  building,  which  is  called  the  stack 
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system  for  books,  has  started  up  and  come  into 
public  favor  and  been  adopted  by  the  trustees. 
Whether  it  be  good  or  bad  in  itself,  it  is  owing 
to  the  delay  that  the  trustees  came  to  the  opin- 
ion that  they  had  better  build  the  library  a  large 
stack  building,  as  it  is  called,  in  which  to  deposit 
all  their  books.  Now  sir,  if  this  law  is  adopted 
by  the  Legislature  the  work  of  selecting  an  ar- 
chitect and  going  on  with  the  details  of  the 
building  will  come  directly  upon  the  trustees. 
I  do  not  think,  sir,  that  they  are  particularly 
anxious  to  have  that  responsibility.  I  think,  on 
the  other  hand,  that  they  are  willing  to  do  any 
public  work  that  they  may  be  called  upon  to  per- 
form. But  the  point  I  desire  to  make  is  this : 
that  this  being  a  matter  which  has  come  up  at 
the  request  of  one  or  two  citizens  of  Boston, 
takes  away  the  power  of  the  City  Council  and 
alters  our  whole  system  of  public  buildings  in 
this  respect ;  because  I  recollect  very  well,  as  I 
was  here  at  the  time,  that  when  the  office  of 
city  architect  was  established  in  1875,  the  idea 
then  was  that  the  city  had  to  have  so  many 
buildings  built,  and  that  the  commissions  paid 
in  such  cases  would  ten  times  cover  the  salary 
of  one  competent  architect ;  and  moreover,  that 
there  was  such  a  change  in  the  style  and  variety 
of  buildings  and  everything  else,  that  it  was 
very  poor  economy  to  allow  the  various 
outside  architects  to  come  in  and  build. 
Now  only  11  years  ago  we  established 
that  system.  We  had  an  admirable  man 
for  our  first  city  architect.  I  am  happy  to 
be  able  to  say  that  Mr.  Clough  was,  in  my 
judgment  and  in  my  estimation,  one  of  the  most 
efficient  men  I  ever  met  as  an  architect  and  a 
business  men.  I  think  that  his  designs  for 
large  public  buildings  can  hardly  be  equalled  by 
any  resident  architect  in  this  city  today.  Un- 
fortunately we  have  lost  his  services.  But,  sir, 
if  that  system  is  a  good  one  it  ought  not  to  have 
this  exception  made  to  it  It  is  made,  it  seems 
to  me,  simply  because  there  is  a  desire  to  hurry 
up  by  six  months  or  a  year  the  construction  of 
this  public  building.  That  is  the  way  it  strikes 
me  as  a  member  of  the  Council.  That  principle 
has  worked  well,  and  if  this  matter  is  taken 
now,  and  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  we  shall,  of  course,  feel  that  it  is  a  cen- 
sure upon  the  city  architect.  If  that  is  done, 
it  means,  of  course,  a  commission  of  five  per 
cent,  or  whatever  it  may  be,  to  some  other 
architect,  whereas  if  the  city  architect  does  it 
the  expense  is  much  less  for  that  work.  It  was 
because,  sir,  the  matter  had  been  introduced  in 
that  way,  and  in  order  that  the  Council  might 
take  some  action  in  regard  to  the  matter,  that  I 
felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  bring  it  in  in  this  way. 
Now,  sir,  I  feel  that  I  have  discharged  my  rather 
delicate  duty  in  two  capacities,  by  calling  the 
attention  of  the  Council  to  this  matter.  If  Iwere 
not  interested  in  the  matter  I  should  recom- 
mend that  the  order  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  Public  Library.  It  seems  to 
me  that  they  are  the  proper  persons  to  say 
whether  they  would  recommend  to  the  Council 
to  oppose  this.matter  or  not.  It  seems  to  me 
that  some  disinterested  committee  of  the  City 
Council  such  as  that  committee,  ought  to  say 
whether  they  are  willing  or  not  to  advise  the 
Council  to  oppose  this  project  before  the  Legisla 
ture,  and  therefore,  having  introduced  the  order 
I  shall  take  no  further  steps  in  regard  to  it 
myself,  but  I  will  close  with  that  suggestion.  It 
seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  proper  for  some 
one  to  move  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Library,  but  it  is  hardly  my  duty  to  do  it. 
Mr.  Frost— I  would  move,  sir,  that  the  whole 
matter  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Library. 

Mr.  NcNary— Before  that  motion  is  put  or 
carried,  I  should  like  to  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  who  introduced  the  order,  what  is  the 
feeling  of  the  trustees  in  this  matter?  Are  they 
in  favor  of  the  proposed  change  or  against  it? 

Mr.  Whitmore— This  rnatter  came  up  as  I 
have  stated,  one  or  two  or  three  days  ago,— it 
couldn't  have  been  longer  than  that,  of  course, 
for  the  Legislature  has  just  met.  I  saw  by 
chance  in  the  newspapers  that  there  has  been 
no  consultation  that  I  know  of  between  the 
trustees,  and  I  think  the  information  to  the 
board  of  trustees  is  entirely  new.  If  the  power 
is  given  them,  they  are  willing,  of  course, 
to  exercise  it,  but  it  doesn't  affect  them  at  all,  of 
course,  as  it  affects  the  City  Council.  It  is  taking 
away  power  from  the  City  Council.    The  trus- 


tees undoubtedly  will  act  harmoniously  if  the 
power  is  given  them,  and  if  the  City  Council 
prefer  to  retain  it  or  attempt  to  retain  it,  the 
trustees  will  not,  I  am  pretty  sure,  try  to  oppose 
them,  or  do  anything  about  it.  They  are  simply 
in  the  position  of  servants  of  the  city,  and 
if  told  to  do  more  work,  they  will  do 
it.  If  relieved  from  it,  I  don't  think 
they  will  feel  any  unpleasantness  whatever. 
That  is  as  far  as  I  feel  authorized  to  speak  for 
the  board  of  trustees,  because  it  was  not  dis- 
cussed at  any  meeting  at  which  I  have  been 
present,  and  the  whole  matter  has  come  up 
within  a  week. 

Mr.  McNary— I  have  no  objection  in  particu- 
lar to  having  it  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Library  when  appointed,  but  I  should 
like  to  know  how  the  trustees  feel  in  regard  to 
this  matter,  and  as  to  what  is  the  object  of  the 
introduction  of  this  matter  into  the  Legislature. 
Mr.  Richards— I  think  that  I  can  answer  the 
gentleman's  question.  Mr.  Whitmore  has  spoken 
the  truth,  I  think,  for  he  probably  was  not  pres- 
ent at  a  meeting  of  the  hoard  of  trustees  when 
they  passed  a  vote  in  relation  to  this  very  meas- 
ure. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Do  I  understand  from  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  opposite  that  there  has 
been  some  such  vote  passed? 
The  President— The  Chair  so  understood  it. 
Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  simply  say,  sir,  that 
I  should  want  very  positive  proof  of  that,  be- 
cause I  have  never  heard  anything  of  the  kind. 
There  has  been  only  one  meeting,  and  that  was 
yesterday,  and  I  was  in  conversation  with  the 
president  today  on  this  very  matter.  It  may  be 
so,  sir^but  I  don't  know  anything  about  it. 

Mr.  Richards— I  think  that  I  am  right  in  that. 
I  simply  wanted  to  answer  the  gentleman's 
question.    I — 

The  President— Mr.  McNary  has  the  floor. 
Does  he  yield  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11? 
Mr.  McNary— I  give  way ;  yes,  sir. 
Mr.  Richards— I  simply  want  to  say  that  I 
have  had  some  conference  with  the  members  of 
the  board  of  trustees,  and  they  were  in  favor 
of  the  measure.  I  had  it  from  them  directly.  I 
also  want  to  say,  in  relation  to  this  petition,  I 
happened  to  see  it,  and  on  that  petition  were  the 
names,  I  should  say,  of  twenty  leading  citizens 
of  Boston. 

Mr.  McNary— Under  the  circumstances  I  shall 
not  oppose  the  reference  of  this  matter  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Library,  because  it  will 
thereby  give  me  and  the  other  members  here  an 
opportunity  I  most  urgently  desire — of  looking 
into  the  matter  and  examining  it.  There  are 
some  things,  certainly,  which  I  should  like  to 
study  hi  relation  to  it,  and  one  is,  why,  with  the 
appropriation  standing,  the  work  on  the  Public 
Library  has  not  been  carried  on ;  and  why  this 
petition  has  been  presented  at  the  present  time, 
and  what  the  object  is?  In  order  that  that  in- 
formation may  be  obtained  I  am  willing  that 
this  should  go  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Li- 
brary so  that  they  can  report  and  give  us  an  op- 
portunity to  get  full  knowledge  of  the  facts. 
The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Library. 

papers  from  the  board  of  aldermen— re- 
sumed. 

Report  of  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on 
Rules  and  Orders  of  the  City  Council.  (Citv  Doc. 
14.) 

The  report  was  accepted  in  concurrence  and 
the  question  came  on  the  adoption  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  members  of  the  Council 
will  find  the  report  in  Doc.  14,  which  is  on  their 
desks.  They  will  notice  on  the  second  page  that 
three  members  of  the  committee,  being  I  be- 
lieve the  only  three  members  from  the  Common 
Council  who  were  at  the  meeting  when  the  re- 
port was  adopted,  dissent  from  this  report.  Of 
course  in  a  matter  of  this  kind  it  was  unneces- 
sary to  make  a  minority  report,  because  nine- 
hundred  and  ninety-nine  thousandths  of  the 
matters  were  old  matters  that  we  were  all 
agreed  upon.  But,  sir,  it  will  be  noticed  that 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  has  increased  the  num- 
ber of  aldermen  on  the  Finance  Committee  in 
Rule  2,  Section  4, — that  is  on  page  6  of  the 
document— by  making  it  consist  of  five  alder- 
men and  five  couucilmeh  instead  of  three  alder- 
men and  five  couneilmen  as  last  year.  Now,  Mr. 
President,  prior  to  last  year  there  was  only  one 
alderman  on  the  Finance  Committee.    Under 
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the  old  rules  the  mayor  was  ex-ofiicio chairman, 
and  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  was 
ex-ofiicio  a  member  of  the  Finance  Committee, 
and  I  think  there  were  seven  or  eight  members 
of  the  Common  Council  on  the  committee.  The 
change  was  made  last  year  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  this  committee  more  in  conformity 
with  the  other  joint  committees  of  the  City 
Council.  It  has  always  been  a  rule  of  the  City 
Council  that  where  there  are  two  aldermen  on 
a  committee  there  shall  be  three  councilmen, 
wbere  there  were  three  aldermen  there  should 
be  five  councilmen,  and  where  there  were  five 
aldermen  there  should  be  eight  councilmen.  If 
there  were  more  aldermen  there  was  always  a 
corresponding  increase  in  the  number  of  coun- 
cilmen. Now,  sir,  it  seems  to  me  that  this  pro- 
posed rule  is  injudicious  in  one  respect.  The  pro- 
portion between  the  two  branches  is  not  pre- 
served. Either  the  committee  should  remain  as 
it  was,  with  three  aldermen  and  five  councilmen, 
or  if  we  have  five  aldermen  there  should  be  seven 
or  eight  members  of  the  Council  put  upon  the 
Committee  so  as  to  preserve  the  usual  proportion. 
It  is  immaterial  to  me  how  the  committee 
is  constituted,  and  of  course  I  can  only 
suggest  to  the  Council,  as  I  believe  it  to  be  the 
opinion  of  some,  at  least,  of  my  colleagues  on 
the  committee  from  this  branch,  that  we  ought 
to  amend  the  rules  so  as  to  maintain  the  idea  of 
preserving  a  proper  proportion  of  members  from 
the  two  branches.  There  was  one  matter  in 
which  I  suggested  a  correction  of  the  rule.  It 
seemed  to  me  that  whenever  a  joint  special 
committee  was  appointed,  the  chairmanship  of 
that  committee  ought  to  go  to  the  branch  in 
which  the  order  originated.  For  example,  if, 
unfortunately,  a  committee  of  investigation 
should  be  appointed  by  this  body,— I  say  unfort- 
unately, because  I  hope  that  no  department  will 
need  investigation  this  year;  but  if  such  a  com- 
mittee should  be  originated  in  this  branch— it  is 
rather  hard  that  the  sittings  of  such  a  joint  com- 
mittee should  be  dependent  on  the  action  of  an 
alderman.  It  seemed  to  me  that  it  was 
right  and  proper  that  his  branch,  in  the  case 
of  the  appointment  of  a  joint  special  commit- 
tee, should  be  allowed  the  chairmanship  if  the 
committee  originated  in  this  branch.  However, 
the  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on  the 
Committee  on  Joint  Rules  indignantly  objected 
to  anything  of  that  kind.  The  principle  with 
the  other  Board  is,  of  course,  that  an  alderman 
under   any   and  all  circumstances   is  worth  a 

freat  deal  more  than  any  councilman.  And, 
[r.  President,  so  long  as  they  take  that  ground, 
it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  hardly  advisable  for 
them  to  come  to  us  and  ask  for  a  further  conces- 
sion by  putting  five  aldermen  on  the  Finance 
Committee,  although  I  should  be  very  glad,  in- 
deed, to  have  any  other  member  move  to  let  the 
provision  for  five  aldermen  stand,  and  to 
move  to  increase  the  number  of  councilmen  to 
seven  or  eight.  Whichever  way  suits  the  Coun- 
cil will  suit  me,  but  I  think  the  prin- 
ciple ought  to  be  recognized  of  hav- 
ing a  greater  number  of  councilmen  than 
aldermen  on  any  joint  standing  committee.  I 
shall  move  to  amend  by  reducing  the  number  of 
aldermen  from  five  to  three,  subject  to  any 
amendment  that  may  be  made  by  any  one  else. 
I  also  suggest  that  in  that  same  rule  we  strike 
out  the  word  "shall"  and  insert  "may,"  so  that 
it  will  read  "to  whom  may  be  referred  all  appli- 
cations involving  transfers,"  etc.  Of  course, 
during  the  present  year  we  are  going  to  have 
very  little  trouble  with  loans.  We  shall  have  a 
water  loan  and  a  park  loan,  and,  if  the  Legisla- 
ture survives  the  election  of  Dawes,  perhaps  we 
shall  have  another  half  per  cent  on  our  valu- 
ation to  borrow  for  general  purposes.  But,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  loans  will  take  but  very  little 
time  of  the  Council.  But,  sir.  my  main  objection 
to  it  is  that,  as  any  member  of  last  year's  Coun- 
cil will  recollect,  the  moment  any  proposition 
for  an  appropriation  is  made,  which  has  got  to 
be  done  by  loan  or  transfer,  it  is  immediately 
sent  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  Now,  sir, 
what  was  the  result?  That  committee  con- 
stantly ignored  and  laughed  at  the  rule  which 
said  that  every  joint  committee  should  report 
within  four  weeks  upon  all  matters  referred  to 
them,  and  in  some  cases  they  did  not  re- 
port for  six  months.  It  is  a  notorious  fact 
that  measure  after  measure  was  referred  to 
them,  and  it  was  never  considered  on  its 
merits,  but  it  was    subjected  to  a  system  of 


logrolling,  and  we  had  to  take  what  we  could 
get.  It  is  to  prevent  such  a  state  of  affairs, 
which  will  come  fresh  to  the  recollection  of 
every  member  last  year,  and  in  order  that  every 
project  sent  to  the  Finance  Committee  shall  be 
considered  first  on  its  merits,  and  second  in  re- 
gard to  the  existing  state  of  the  city's  finances, 
that  I  want  to  strike  out  "shall"  and  insert 
"may."  It  only  takes  a  majority  vote  to  refer  a 
matter  to  the  Finance  Committee  and  it  is  al- 
ways in  order  to  move  such  a  reference.  I  want 
it  so  that  when  we  offer  orders  here  we  may 
have  them  considered  on  their  merits,  and  when 
we  refer  a  matter  to  that  committee  that  we 
shall  get  an  answer  within  four  weeks. 

Mr.  Leary — I  wish  to  offer  a  further  amend- 
mendment  by  striking  out  "five"  and  inserting 
"seven"  as  the  number  of  councilmen  who  shall 
constitute  the  Committee  on  Finance  on  the 
part  of  this  branch. 

The  President— Does  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  withdraw  his  motion? 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  suppose  that,  being  practi- 
cally the  largest  number  of  individuals,  the  gen- 
tleman's amendment  will  be  put  first. 

Mr.  Leary 's  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Whitmore's  amendment,  to  strike  out 
"shall"  and  insert  "may,"  was  adopted. 

Rules  1  and  2  were  adopted  as  amended. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  Rule  3  was  amen- 
ded by  adding:  "Every  joint  special  committee 
may,  however,  choose  its  own  chairman."  As 
amended  Rule  3  was  adopted. 

Rules  4  to  17  inclusive  were  adopted. 

Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amend  Rule  18  by  add- 
ing: "The  prices  paid  for  all  carriages  hired 
under  this  rule  shall  Vie  in  conformity  with  the 
rates  established  by  the  Board  of  Police." 

Mr.  Wilson— This  is  the  provision  in  the  Com- 
mon Council  rules,  and  it  seems  to  me  to  be  very 
necessary.  I  do  not  know  why  it  was  left  out  of 
the  joint  rules,  but  it  seems  to  me  it  is  necessary 
that  it  should  be  in  the  joint  rules,  the  same  as 
in  the  Council  rules. 

Mr.  Wilson's  amendment  w-as  adopted,  and 
Rule  18,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

Rules  19  to  22  inclusive  were  adopted,  the  last 
being  adopted  unanimously.    Sent  up. 

Joint  Committees. 

4.  Notice  of  appointment  of  joint  standing  and 
special  committees.    Placed  on  tile. 

The  president  announced  the  appointment  of 
the  standing  and  special  committees. 

The  several  joint  committees  as  appointed  in 
both  branches  are  as  follows : 

Joint  Standing  Committees  of  the  City  Council. 

Appropriations. 


ALDERMEN. 

John  H.  Lee, 
William  P.  Carroll, 
Charles  H.  Allen, 
Patrick  J.  Donovan 
Nathan  G.  Smith, 
John  H.  Sullivan, 
Tilly  Haynes. 

Assessors'  Department. 

ALDERMEN. 

P.  James  Maguire, 
Charles  M.  Bromwich, 
John  A.  McLaughlin, 


COMMON    COUNCIL. 

I  William  H.  Whitmore, 
I  Albert  F.  Lauten, 
i  Thomas  J.  Keliher, 
:  Frank  J.  Turtle, 

i  John  Murphy, 
John  T.  Chamberlain, 
I  William  B.  F.  Whall. 


ALDERMEN 

John  H.  Lee, 
Tilly  Haynes. 


ALDERMEN. 

John  H.  Sullivan, 
Jamuel  J.  Capen, 
Charles  W.  Smith 


COMMON   COUNCIL. 

Thomas  ().  McEnaney, 
Andreas  Blume. 
William  S.  McNary, 
I  Sidney  L.  Burr, 
'Charles  H.Dolan. 

Architect's  Department. 

I        COMMON  COUNCIL. 

I  William  H.  Murphy 

|  Andreas  Blume, 

I  William  J.  Mahoney. 

Bridges. 

I        COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Edward  J.  Leary, 
Lewis  L.  P.  Atwood, 
Edward  F.  Reilly, 
Henry  Carstensen, 
I  Patrick  Coyle. 
Cemeteries. 


ALDERMEN. 

Samuel  J.  Capen, 
Charles  M.  Bromwich, 
John  H.  Sullivan. 


COMMON  COUNCIL. 

John  W.  Hayes, 
Augustus  C  Perkins, 
Thomas  H.  Duggan, 
Edward  Sullivan, 
Thomas  F.  Nunan. 


JANUARY 


O,     18  8  7 
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City  Auditor's  Department. 


ALDERMEN. 

Tilly  Haynes, 

P.  James  Maguire. 


COMMON   COUNCIL. 

Edward  F.  Reilly, 
John  T.  Chamberlain, 
Edmund  F.  Snow. 


Claims. 


ALDERMEN. 

John  H.  Lee, 
Tilly  Havnes. 
William  P.  Carroll. 


COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Andreas  Blume, 
William  A.  Foss, 
George  X.  Fisher,  Jr., 
Thomas  J.  Keliher, 
Joseph  B.  Gomez. 


City  Clerk's  Department. 


ALDERMEN. 

Charles  W.  Smith, 
William  P.  Carroll. 


COMMON   COUNCIL. 

I  Thomas  O.  McEnaney, 
!  Louis  M.  Clark, 
Cornelius  F.  Desmond. 


City  Collector's  Department. 


ALDERMEN. 

John  A.  McLaughlin, 
Charles  W.  Smith. 


COMMON  COUNCIL. 

James  F.  Davern, 
Robert  W.  Light, 
Frank  Morison. 


City  Treasurer's  Department. 


ALDERMEN. 

John  A.  McLaughlin 
Charles  W.  Smith. 


ALDERMEN. 

Nathan  G.  Smith, 
Samuel  J.  Capen, 
John  H.  Sullivan. 


COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Samuel  J.  Cochran, 
Nathaniel  W.  Ladd, 
'Patrick  Coyle. 

Contingent  Expenses. 

COMMON  COUNCIL. 


John  J.  Murphy, 
George  N.  Fisher,  Jr., 
John  W.  O'Mealey, 
John  A.  Webster, 
Edwin  F.  Dunn. 


Common  and  Public  Grounds. 


ALDERMEN. 

Charles  H.  Allen, 
Samuel  J.  Capen, 
P.  James  Maguire. 


COMMON  COUNCIL. 

John  Gallagher, 
Andreas  Blume, 
Edwin  F.  Dunn, 
Nathaniel  W.  Ladd, 
Edward  J.  Powers. 
Engineers'  Department. 

ALDERMEN.  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Charles  M.  Bromwich,  [John  Murphy, 
John  H.  Lee.  I  Robert  W.  Light, 

1  Augustus  L.  Perry. 
East  Boston  Ferries. 


ALDERMEN. 

John  H.  Sullivan, 
Charles  W.  Smith, 
Patrick  J.  Donovan. 


COMMON  COUNCIL. 

'  Charles  H.  Dolan, 
George  N.  Fisher,  Ji 

!  Augustus  L.  Perry, 
John  A.  Webster, 

I  Peter  J.  Gallagher. 


Finance. 

ALDERMEN.  I        COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Chairman  of  the  Board 'William  B.  F.  Whall, 
of   Aldermen,    ex -of- I  David  F.  Barry, 

Wicio,  I  Albert  F.  Lauten, 

illiam  P.  Carroll,        'William  A.  Foss, 
Charles  H.  Allen.  iJohnH.  Norton. 

Fire  Department. 

ALDERMEN.  I        COMMON  COUNCIL. 

John  H.  Lee,  George  P.  Sanger,  Jr.. 

Charles  M.  Bromwich,  James  H.  Sullivan, 

Maurice  J.  McKemia. 
City  Hall  Reference  Library. 

ALDERMEN.  I        COMMON    COUNCIL 

P.  James  Maguire,  John  W.  Hayes, 

Samuel  J.  Capen.  Andrew  B.   Lattimore, 

I  John  H.  Norton. 
Harbor. 


ALDERMEN. 

Charles  M.  Bromwich, 
Samuel  J.  Capen. 


ALDERMEN. 

Charles  H.  Allen, 
William  P.  Carroll. 
John  A.  McLaughlin. 


COMMON   COUNCIL. 

Edward  J.  Leary. 
Robert  W.  Light, 
Roger  Haggerty. 
Health  Department. 

COMMON  COUNCIL. 

James  F.  Davern, 

Frank  J.  Tuttle. 

Edward  F.  Reilly, 

Andrew  B.  Lattimore, 

John  F.  Sundberg. 

City  Hospital. 

ALDERMEN.  COMMOM  COUNCIL. 

Samuel  J.  Capen,  John  W.  Hayes, 

Nathan  G.  Smith.  Frank  R.  Morrison, 

,  Thomas  F.  Tracy. 


Department  for  the  Inspection  of  Building's. 


ALDERMEN. 

Nathan  G.  Smith, 
William  P.  Carroll, 
John  H.  Sullivan, 


COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Thomas  J.  Keliher, 
Lewis  P.  Atwood, 
;Barthol'w  J,  Connolly, 
John  H.  Norton, 
Thomas  F.  Nunan. 


Lamp  Department. 


ALDERMEN. 

P.  James  Maguire, 
Charles  M.  Bromwich. 
Samuel  J.  Capen, 


ALDERMEN. 

William  P.  Carroll 
Tilly  Haynes. 


COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Patrick  Coyle, 
Nathaniel  W.  Ladd, 
Michael  J.  Carroll, 
Henry  Frost, 
1  Augustus  L.  Perry. 

Legislative  Affairs. 

|        COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Edward  F.  Reilly, 
George  R,  Fowler, 
1  John  C.  Short. 

Markets. 


ALDERMEN. 

John  H.  Lee, 

John  A.  McLaughlin, 

Charles  W.  Smith. 


COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Richard  Sullivan, 
I  Jacob  Fottler, 
Thomas  F.  Kellcy, 
Augustus  G.  Perkins, 
I  Thomas  H.  Duggan. 


Ordinances  and  Law  Department. 


ALDERMEN. 

John  H.  Lee, 
Charles  H.  Allen, 
William  P.  Carroll. 


COMMON   COUNCIL. 

William  H.  Whitmore, 
George  P.  Sanger,  Jr., 
William  B.F.  Whall, 
Frank  Morison, 
William  H.  Murphy. 


Overseers  of  the  Poor. 


ALDERMEN. 

John  A.  McLaughlin, 
Tilly  Haynes. 


I        COMMON  COUNCIL. 

John  J.  Kennedy, 
William  R.  Richards, 
'Michael  J.  Carroll. 


Public  Park  Department. 


ALDERMEN. 

John  A.  McLaughlin, 
P.  James  Mag-uire, 
Nathan  G.  Smith. 


|        COMMON  COUNCIL. 

James  F.  Davern, 
'  Albert  F.  Lauten, 
i  Thomas  O.  McEnaney, 
:  Lewis  L.  P.  Atwood, 

Cornelius  Desmond. 


Paving  Department. 


ALDERMEN. 

P.  James  Maguire, 
Samuel  J.  Capen, 
Charles  M.  Bromwich. 


COMMON  COUNCIL. 

James  F.  Davern, 
Frank  B.  Thayer, 
Roger  Haggerty, 
Edmund  F.  Snow, 
James  H.  Sullrv  an. 


Police  Department. 


ALDERMEN. 

P.  James  Maguire, 
Nathan  G.  Smith. 


-    ]        COMMON  COUNCIL. 

William  J.  Mahoney, 
Sidney  L.  Burr, 
'Jeremiah  F.  Coleman. 
Printing. 


ALDERMEN. 

Nathan  G.  Smith, 
William  P.  Carroll, 
John  H.Lee. 


COMMON  COUNCIL. 

William  H.  Whitmore, 
George  N.  Fisher,  Jr., 
Samuel  J.  Cochran, 
William  Power  Wilson, 
John  J.  Teevens. 


Public  Buildings. 


ALDERMEN. 

Patrick  J.  Donovan, 
Charles  H.  Allen, 
John  H.  Sullivan. 


COMMON  COUNCIL. 

David  F.  Barry, 
Cassius  Clay  Powers, 
John  Murphy, 
Henry  Carstensen, 
Bartholomew    J.     Con- 
nolly. 


Public  Institutions. 


ALDERMEN. 

Patrick  J.  Donovan, 
Charles  H.  Allen, 
William  P.  Carroll. 


COMMON  COUNCIL. 

John  W.  O'Mealey, 
Frank  R.  Morrison, 
John  Murphy, 
|S.  Edward  Shaw, 
John  C.  Short. 
Public  Library. 

ALDERMEN.  I        COMMON  COUNCIL. 

John  H.  Lee,  Edward  J.  Powers, 

Tilly  Haynes,  'William  R.  Richards, 

John  H.  Sullivan.  I Peter  J.  Gallagher, 

George  R.  Fowler, 
'John  J.  Teevens. 
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Public  Lands. 


ALDERMEN. 

William  P.  Carroll, 
Charles  W.  Smith. 


COMMON  COUNCIL. 

William  Power  Wilson, 
Cornelius  F.  Desmond, 
Jeremiah  F.  Coleman. 


Schools  and  Schoolhouses 

ALDERMEN. 

William  P.  Carroll. 
John  H.  Lee, 
Tilly  Haynes. 


ALDERMEN. 

John  H.'  Lee. 
John  H.  Sullivan, 
John  A.  McLaughlin 


COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Edward  J.  Leary, 
Henry  S.  Dewey, 

I  William  A.  Foss, 
S.  Edward  Shaw, 

I  John  W.  Hayes. 
Sewer  Department. 

I        COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Bartholomew    J.    Con- 
nolly, 
Cassius  Clay  Powers, 
I  John  C.  Short, 
iLouis  M.  Clark, 
iJolmF.  Sundberg. 
Registrar's   Department. 


ALDERMEN. 

Charles  M.  Bromwich, 
Samuel  J.  Capen. 


COMMON    COUNCIL. 

Edward  J.  Harrington, 
William  K.  Richards. 
Maurice  J.  McKenna. 
Laying  Out  and  Widening  Streets. 

ALDERMEN.  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

John  H.  Sullivan,  Edward  F.  Reilly, 

Charles  H.  Allen,  Albert  F.  Lauten, 

John  H.  Lee.  William  J.  Mahoney, 

Edward  Sullivan, 
William  H.  Murphy. 

Surveyor's  Department. 

ALDERMEN.  I        COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Samuel  J.  Capen,  j  Samuel  J.  Cochran, 

Tilly  Haynes.  Henry  Frost, 

I  Thomas  O.  McEnaney. 
Underground  Wires. 


ALDERMEN. 

P.  James  Maguire, 
William  P.  Carroll, 
John  H.  Sullivan. 
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Thomas  J.  Keliher, 
Frank  B.  Thayer, 
William  S.  McNary, 
Frank  J.  Turtle, 
Joseph  B.  Gomez. 
Water. 


ALDERMEN. 

William  P.  Carroll. 
John  A.  McLaughlin, 
Charles  W.  Smith. 
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William  J.  Mahoney, 
Henry  S.  Dewey, 
Thomas  J.  Keliher, 
Robert  H.  Bowman, 
1  John  Murphy. 


Joint  Special  Committees. 
Joint  Rules  and  Orders. 


ALDERMEN. 

Patrick  J.  Donovan, 
Charles  H.  Allen, 
John  H.  Sullivan, 
John  H.  Lee, 
Charles  M.  Bromwich 
Improved 

ALDERMEN. 

Patrick  J.  Donovan, 
Nathan  G.  Smith, 
Samuel  J.  Capen. 


Mayor's 
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William  H.  Whitmore, 

Andreas  Blume, 
I  William  B.  F.  AVhall, 
| Henry  S.  Dewey, 
.William  A.  Foss. 

Sewerage. 

COMMON  COUNCIL. 

William  A.  Foss, 
|  Henry  S.  Dewey, 
I  John  Gallagher, 

S.  Edward  Shaw, 
I  William  J.  Mahoney. 

Address. 


ALDERMEN. 

Charles  W.  Smith, 
John  H.  Sullivan, 
John  H.  Lee. 


Sale  of 

ALDERMEN. 

John  A.  McLaughl 
Charles  W.  Smith. 
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IWilliam  A.  Foss, 
IGeorgeN.  Fisher,  Jr., 
iAVilliam  H.  Murphy, 
William  Power  Wilson, 
I  Thomas  J.  Keliher. 
the  Reservoir  Lot. 
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in,      |William  H.  Whitmore, 
Jacob  Fottler, 
'John  C.  Short. 

New  Court  House. 

ALDERMEN.  I        COMMON  COUNCIL. 

]  William  H.  Whitmore, 
I  Albert  F.  Lauten, 
I  Edward  Sullivan. 

Stony  Brook. 

ALDERMEN.  !        COMMON  COUNCIL. 

P.  James  Maguire,  Bartholomew    J.    Con- 

Nathan  G.  Smith,  '    nolly, 


Stony  Brook.— Continued, 

ALDERMEN.  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

John  H.  Lee.  Cassius  Clay  Powers, 

John  C.  Short, 
John  J.  Murphy, 
,  George  R.  Fowler. 

KEARSARGE  BURIAL  GROUND. 


ALDERMEN. 
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William  H.  Whitmore, 
Frank  B.  Thayer, 
William  B.  F.  Whall. 


NEW  CAMBRIDGE  BRIDGE. 


ALDERMEN. 

Nathan  G.  Smith, 
Samuel  J.  Capen, 
Charles  M.  Bromwich. 


COMMON  COUNCIL. 

John  Gallagher, 
Henry  S.  Dewey, 
John  J.  Murphy, 
George  P.  Sanger,  Jr., 
Thomas  F.  Tracy. 


Standing  Committees  of  the  Common  Council. 
Monitors. 
First  Division— John  W.  Hayes,  Frank  Mor- 
ison. 

Second  Division— Andrew  B.  Lattimore,  John 
W.  O'Mealev. 

Third  Division— Frank  B.  Thayer,  Cornelius 
F.  Desmond. 

Fourth  Division— Edmund  F.  Snow,  Richard 
Sullivan. 

Contingent  Expenses. 
William  H.  Whitmore,  George  N.  Fisher,  Jr., 
William  A.  Foss. 

Elections. 

William  B.  F.  Whall.  Jacob  Fottler,  William 
H.  Murphy,  Robert  H.  Bowman,  Edward  J. 
Leary. 

Judiciary. 
William  H.  Whitmore,  George  P.  Sanger,  Jr., 
William   B.   F.   Whall,   Cassius   Clay  Powers, 
Richard  Sullivan. 

Rules  and  Orders. 
William  H.  Whitmore,  Andreas  Blume,  Wil- 
liam B.  F.  Whall. 
Special  Committee  of  the  Common  Council. 

Badges. 
William  A.  Foss,  George  N.  Fisher,  Jr.,  Ed- 
ward J.  Powers. 

ABOLITION  OF  FERRY  TOLLS. 

Mr.  Foss  called  up  the  special  assignment  for 
8.05P.M.,  viz.: 

Order  to  advocate  the  passage  of  an  act  for  the 
abolition  of  tolls  on  East  Boston  ferries. 

The  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the  or- 
der. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  would  ask  the  gentleman  who 
introduced  the  order  to  give  us  some  informa- 
tion as  to  the  the  probable  cost  to  the  city  of  a 
measure  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  Foss— An  order  has  been  offered  in  the 
Legislature,  and  referred  to  a  committee,  I  be- 
lieve, for  the  abolition  of  tolls  on  the  East  Bos- 
ton ferries.  The  city  of  Boston  is  the  only  city  in 
the  United  States  where  the  people  of  one  ward 
are  taxed  for  the  privilege  of  going  to  another 
ward.  The  citizens  of  East  Boston  have  been 
taxed  for  the  construction  of  bridges  leading  to 
Charlestown  and  South  Boston,  and  they  are 
taxed  today  for  the  maintenance  of  those 
bridges.  The  representatives  of  the  people  of 
East  Boston  think  that  in  the  interests  of  justice 
and  fair  play  a  measure  of  this  kind  should  be 
passed  to  relieve  the  oppression  that  weighs 
upon  their  constituents.  The  houses  and 
estates  of  East  Boston  are  not  worth  as 
much  today  as  they  were  20  years  ago, 
and  the  occasion  of  it  is  on  account 
of  the  tolls  now  charged  on  the  ferries.  The 
probable  cost  of  the  maintenance  of  the  ferries 
would  be  about  $100,000  or  §125,000,  if  the  ferries 
are  made  free.  The  directors  will  be  able  to  dis- 
pense with  the  toll-gatherers  and  the  ticket-box 
guards,  and  in  place  of  two  gatekeepers  on  either 
side  there  would  be  a  necessity  for  only  one ;  all 
of  which  would  make  a  reduction  of  some  $25,- 
000  or  $30,000  in  the  running  expenses  of  the  fer- 
ries. The  expense  of  running  the  ferries  today, 
under  proper  management,  would  be  about 
$150,000  or  §160,000.  Dispensing  with  the  toll- 
gatherers,  the  ticket-box  guards  and  some  of  the 
gatemen  would  make  a  reduction  of  some  $25.» 
000  or  $30,000;  and,  in  my  opinion,  the  increase  in 
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the  value  of  property  in  that  district  would  he 
enhanced  so  much  by  having  the  ferries  free 
that  the  cost  of  running-  them  would  he  a  com- 
paratively small  amount  to  the  city  of  Boston ; 
while  land  which  is  today  valued  at  20,  30  and  40 
cents  a  foot,  would  in  two  or  three  years  in- 
crease 100  per  cent  in  value.  So  it  seems  to  me 
there  is  a  good  reason  why  there  should  be  an 
abolition  of  the  tolls.  I  hope  the  order  will  pass 
and  the  Legislative  Committee  be  instructed  to 
go  to  the  Legislature  and  advocate  the  passage 
of  the  act  for  the  abolition  of  tolls  on  the  East 
Boston  ferries. 

Mr.  Webster— I  trust  this  order  will  not  pass. 
As  the  gentleman  from  Ward  2  no  doubt  truth- 
fully says,  this  is  the  only  city  where  people  are 
taxed  to  go  from  one  ward  to  another.  That  is 
true,  for  the  simple  reason  that  there  is  no  other 
city  so  situated.  But,  for  my  part,  having  to 
hire  a  house,  I  believe  that  if  we  stop  paying 
this  S6  a  year  for  tolls  we  will  have  to  make  it 
up  in  additional  rents.  I  do  not  believe  that  any 
person  in  East  Boston  who  rents  a  house  is  in 
favor  of  the  abolition  of  the  tolls.  The  Metro- 
politan railroad  extended  then-  tracks  hi  East 
Boston  upon  Saratoga  street,  and  in  consequence 
of  that  the  proprietor  raised  my  rent  S3  a  month. 
If  we  get  free  ferries  over  there  rents  will  go  up 
from  §1  to  85  and  $6  a  month.  We  should  save 
$6  a  year  on  tolls  and  have  to  pay  S6  a  month 
more  for  rent.  When  this  matter  was  agitated 
some  years  ago  in  East  Boston  they  got  up  a  pro- 
cessidn  there,  and  the  only  men  who  illuminta- 
ed  were  the  large  real  estate  and  property  hold- 
ers. If  it  was  left  to  the  people  who  have  to  pay 
rent  in  East  Boston  today  they  would  vote  down 
the  abolition  of  the  tolls.  I  trust  the  order  will 
not  pass. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  2  a  question  or  two  in  regard  to  this 
matter  if  he  will  be,  kind  enough  to  answer 
them.  Does  he  know  of  any  city  in  the  country 
where  ferries  are  run  free  at  the  public  expense? 

Mr.  Foss — I  would  say  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  has  told  me  that  in  Carthage  they 
were  run  free  of  expense.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  Ladd— lam  afraid  that  for  once  the  anti- 
quarian lore  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
has  failed  him.  My  information  in  regard  to 
Carthage  is  to  the  effect  that  there  were  no  fer- 
ries there.  Mr.  President,  I  would  like  some 
information  in  regard  to  this  matter.  There 
seems  to  be  a  division  among  the  people  of  East 
Boston  themselves  as  represented  upon  the  floor 
of  this  chamber  as  to  whether  or  not  this  propo- 
sition should  pass.  It  seems  to  me  a  very  novel 
proposition  that  the  city  of  Boston  or  any  other 
city  should  at  the  public  expense  undertake  to 
become  a  common  carrier  free  of  charge— and 
that  is  practically  what  this  order  provides 
for.  It  is  a  proposition  that  the  city  of 
Boston  shall  become  a  common  carrier  for  the 
carriage  of  passengers  free  of  charge.  Now,  I 
think  that  is  a  proposition  which  we  cannot 
afford  to  maintain.  We  cannot  afford  to  carry 
people  free  of  charge  anywhere,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances. -That  is  a  principle,  it  seems  to  me, 
which  it  would  be  dangerous  for  us  to  adopt. 
The  next  proposition  would  be  for  us  to  run  the 
horse  cars  at  the  public  expense,  and  we  do  not 
know  where  we  should  stop.  I  think  we  must 
stop  on  that  principle  that  the  city  of  Boston  and 
no  public  corporation  can  afford  to  carry  passen- 
gers free  of  charge  at  the  public  expense ;  and 
therefore  I  feel  like  opposing  this  order. 

Mr.  Perkins — At  this  present  moment  I 
hardly  know  whether  I  am  opposed  to  this  order 
or  not.  On  general  principles  I  believe  I  am 
opposed  to  it ;  at  least  I  do  not  believe  the  Council 
has  had  sufficient  time  to  consider  it.  I  think 
there  is  a  great  deal  in  what  our  friend  has 
said  about  the  city  of  Boston  becoming  a  free 
common  carrier.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  2  who  offered  the  order  if  he 
has  ever  thought  of  how  this  privilege  might  be 
abused  or  probably  would  be  abused  without 
strict  police  regulations.  I  believe  that  if  there 
were  no  tolls  on  the  East  Boston  ferries  the 
gentleman  would  find  in  summer  time,  es- 
pecially hi  very  warm  weather,  a  very  large 
number  of  people  going  back  and  forth  on  the 
ferry  boats,  just  like  people  going  down  the 
harbor,  and  it  would  require  a  strong  police 
force  to  guard  the  boats.  It  seems  to  me  that  if 
Hived  over  in  East  Boston  I  should  prefer  to 
pay  a  little  toll,  for  I  believe  that  there  would  be 
times  when  the  boats  would  be  so  crowded  that 
it  would  be  inconvenient  to  the  people  going  to 


and  from  East  Boston.  I  do  not  believe 
the  majority  of  the  people  of  East  Boston 
would  favor  free  ferries,  because  the  very 
small  toll  is  a  small  affair  compared  to  the 
increase  in  house  rent  and  other  things  that 
would  probablv  follow  this  abolition  of  tolls 

Mr.  F.  R.  Morrison— I  hope  this  order  will 
prevail  as  a  matter  of  right  and  justice.  I  am 
surprised  that  my  colleague  from  Ward  1  should 
oppose  such  an  order.  I  think  the  arguments 
he  has  advanced  here  tonight  are  without  any 
foundation  in  fact.  The  residents  of  East  Bos- 
ton, as  I  understand  it,  all  desire  free  ferries.  I 
think  that  without  exception  the  poor  men,  the 
men  that  hire  houses,  would  not  for  a  moment 
think  of  opposing  free  ferries  as  a  body.  There 
are  individual  cases,  of  course,  but  they  are  the 
exception.  There  is  no  place  within  five  miles 
of  City  Hall  in  any  direction  where  houses  can  be 
hired  as  cheaply  as  in  East  Boston,  today.  The 
matter  of  a  few  dollars'  reduction  on  the  ferries 
would  not  increase  the  rents  of  these  houses  to 
any  amount,  and  as  for  the  people  of  East  Bos- 
ton asking  more  favors  than  any  other  part  of 
the  city,  or  that  they  should  be  specially 
favored,  it  is  not  so.  We  pay  willingly  our 
proportionate  part  of  the  cost  of  building 
bridges  to  South  Boston  or  Charlestown.  I 
should  not  vote  against  any  part  of  the  city 
having  a  just  and  fair  measure.  I  ask  for 
East  Boston  nothing  more  than  I  would  be  will- 
ing to  vote  for  any  other  part  of  the  city.  We 
pay  for  maintaining  these  bridges,  and  we  de- 
sire for  East  Boston  a  bridge.  But  if  we  cannot 
have  a  bridge,  if  the  government  of  the  United 
States  objects  to  the  bridge  being  built,  and  if 
we  must  have  ferries  then  we  want  free  ferries. 
We  do  not  want  to  be  compelled  to  pay  when  we 
come  to  City  Hall  or  any  other  part  of  the  city 
of  Boston ;  we  want  to  come  free. 

Mr.  Webster— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
ask  the  gentleman  a  question. 

The  President— Does  the  gentleman  yield 
the  floor? 

Mr.  F.  R.  Morrison— Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Webster— I  would  like  to  know  how  you 
are  going  to  manage  about  the  people  of  Chelsea, 
who  would  take  a  long  drive  round  through 
East  Boston  in  order  to  avoid  paying  tolls  on  the 
Chelsea  ferry,  and  how  are  you  going  to  prevent 
them  from  coming  across  on  the  East  Boston 
ferry  free?  How  are  you  going  to  prevent  peo- 
ple coming  over  the  ferries  who  come  all  the 
way  from  Lynn  and  Salem  and  the  intervening 
towns?  Instead  of  being  a  convenience  to  the 
people  of  East  Boston,  Mr.  President,  it  is  going 
to  be  a  detriment. 

Mi-.  F.  R.  Morrison— I  would  reply  by  asking 
the  gentleman  how  the  citizens  of  Lynn  or 
Chelsea  are  going  to  be  prevented  from  corning 
into  the  city  over  the  Charlestown  bridge?  If 
they  come  over  the  East  Boston  bridge  it  would 
be  all  right.  If  they  cannot  come  over  the 
bridge  let  them  come  over  a  free  ferry?  In  re- 
ply to  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  18  that  people  would  ride  on  the  ferries  in 
the  summer  time,  I  would  say  that  they  walk 
on  the  bridges  now.  On  summer  evenings  when 
it  is  hot  they  go  on  the  bridges  where  it  is  cool 
and  comfortable.  If  they  desired  to  go  across 
the  ferries  and  behaved  themselves,  and  did  not 
interfere  with  the  travel,  I  say,  let  them  do  it. 
The  citizens  of  East  Boston  desire  to  have  what 
is  right  and  just  and  nothing  more. 

Mr.  McEnanet— I  certainly  agree  with  my 
colleague  from  Ward  2  that  it  is  necessary  to 
have  some  legislation  on  this  matter.  I  am  sur- 
prised that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1  should 
say  that  the  people  of  East  Boston  are  not  in  fa- 
vor of  free  ferries.  Unfortunately  for  him  the 
Metropolitan  railroad  has  built  a  line  by  him 
and  that  is  why  his  rent  is  higher.  But  I  do  not 
see  why  the  representatives  from  Ward  2  should 
be  taxed  two  cents  to  come  here— 

Mr.  Frost— Mr.  President. 

The  President— Does  the  gentleman  raise  a 
point  of  order? 

Mr.  Frost— No  sir. 

The  President— The  gentleman  is  not  hi 
order. 

Mr.  McEnanet— I  do  not  believe  that  the  rep- 
resentatives of  East  Boston  should  be  compelled 
to  pay  any  more  when  they  come  to  City  Hall 
than  the  representatives  from  any  other  part  of 
the  city.  I  know  there  is  a  vast  amount  of  land 
hi  East  Boston  that  should  be  built  on  at  once, 
and  the  only  reason  it  is  not  built  upon  is  this 
small  tax  of  2  cents.    I  hope,  sir,  as  a  matter  of 
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right  arid  justice  to  the  people  of  East  Boston 
that  the  motion  of  my  colleague  from  Ward  2 
will  prevail. 

Mr.  Frost— I  understood  the  gentleman  who 
has  just  taken  his  seat  to  say  that  it  costs  the 
representatives  of  East  Boston  2  cents  to  get  to 
City  Hall.  I  believe  that  the  tickets  are  ten 
cents  a  card,  or  ten  tickets  for  ten  cents.  I 
should  like  to  ask  if  that  is  not  the  case? 

Mr.  McEnaney  — That  is  a  fact,  hut  very 
often— 

The   President  —  Under  the  new  rule,  the 

fentleman  must  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  Mr. 
'rost  of  Ward  IS  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  Frost— Excuse  me,  Mr.  President ;  I  will 
conform  to  the  rule.  I  see  no  reason  why  we 
should  abandon  the  tolls  on  the  East  Boston 
ferries,  or  should  furnish  free  ferries,  any  more 
than  we  should  furnish  free  horse  cars  from 
Dorchester,  Roxbury,  Jamaica  Plain  or  any  other 
section  of  our  city. 

Mr.  McEnaney— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
Will  the  gentleman  please  explain  to  me  why 
he  should  ask  me  or  any  other  citizen  of  East 
Boston  to  pay  two  cents  for  the  privilege  of  com- 
ing to  City  Hall? 

Mr.  Frost— I  think  that  that  is  a  very  bad 
precedent  to  introduce  into  the  city  government 
or  into  the  City  Council.  I  do  not  think  we 
should  begin  to  pay  the  numing  expenses  of  any 
individual,  in  whatever  section  of  the  city  he 
lives.  I  certainly  shall  vote  against  this  meas- 
ure, and  hope  it  'will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  F.  Morison — Mi'.  President,  I  am  in  favor 
of  all  our  citizens  having  equal  facilities  for 
reaching  City  Hall.  The  gentleman  from  Ward 
2  has  raised  the  point  that  the  gentlemen  from 
East  Boston  do  not  have  the  same  privilege  in 
reaching  City  Hall  that  the  gentlemen  from 
Ward  9  have.  I,  as  one  member  from  Ward  9, 
would  like  to  point  out  what  I  consider  a  very 
material  difference.  Ward  9  is  within  walking 
distance  of  City  Hall.  When  I  settled  in  Ward  9 
I  knew  it  was  within  walking  distance  of  City 
Hall.  When  the  gentleman  settled  in  Ward  2, 
as  I  suppose  he  did,  he  knew  he  had  to  come 
across  the  water  to  reach  City  Hall.  Now,  sir, 
he  has  a  right  to  swim  from  East  Boston  to  the 
city  proper,  and  I  have  a  right  to  walk  from 
Ward  9  to  City  Hall.  It  seems  to  me  that  when 
he  claims  that  the  city  of  Boston  is  bound  to  pro- 
vide transportation  for  him  across  the  water,  be- 
cause he  voluntarily  has  settled  on  the  other 
side  of  the  water,  and  that  the  taxpayers  of 
Boston  are  bound  to  provide  him  with  transpor- 
tation from  his  locality  to  City  Hall,  he  is  cer- 
tainly not  doing  the  same  thing,  not  carrying 
out  the  same  idea  of  equity  of  taxation,  that  I 
did  when  I  settled  in  Ward  9  and  undertake  to 
walk  to  City  Hall.  For  that  reason  I  think 
there  is  a  very  material  difference  between  hav- 
ing free  city  ferries  and  free  bridges.  If  it  were 
possible  to  have  a  bridge  for  the  locality  in 
which  these  gentlemen  live  I  should  then  be  in, 
favor  of  having  a  bridge,  because  I  believe  there 
is  nothing  so  valuable  to  a  city  as  having  the 
best  possible  means  of  intercommunication. 
But  in  the  absence  of  any  such  possibility  I  do 
not  think  it  is  a  fair  equivalent  to  ask  the  city 
of  Boston  to  give  them  free  carriage  across  the 
water. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  ask  that  when  the  vote  be 
taken  on  the  passage  of  the  order  it  be  taken  by 
yeas'  and  nays. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Before  the  motion  is  put  I 
wish  to  make  just  one  suggestion.  I  have  voted 
on  this  matter  at  various  times  in  a  different 
way.  I  don't  know  any  question  that  is  more 
troublesome  for  a  member  of  the  city  govern- 
ment to  consider  than  this  matter  of  free  ferries. 
When  the  city  of  Boston  started  the  ferries  and 
undertook  to  run  them,  they  entered  into  a  tre- 
mendous undertaking.  It  was  one  of  the  hard- 
est things  in  the  world  to  say  whether  or  not  we 
ought  to  have  free  ferries.  If  we  built  a  bridge 
no  one  would  dispute  for  a  moment  that  we 
should  give  the  right  to  the  people  to  cross  it 
free,  and  no  one  would  dispute  the  right  of  the 
city  to  build  it  and  have  it  free  to  the  public. 
Or  if  we  should  construct  a  tunnel,  no  one  would 
dispute  our  right  to  allow  free  passage  through 
1  hut  tunnel.  The  only  dispute  seems  to  be  in 
regard  to  the  particular  method  of  connection. 
If  I  understand  the  matter  aright,  this  order  has 
got  to  go  to  the  other  branch  to  be  passed  in  con- 
currence, and  then,  if  so  passed,  it  goes  up  on 
the  hill  and  has  to  run  the  gauntlet  of  the  Legis- 
lature and  be  considered  there,  and  it  is  for  that 


reason  that  this  measure  may  be  merely  the 
means  of  giving  the  citizens  of  East  Boston  but 
a  fair  chance  to  press  their  claim  before  the 
Legislature,  that  I  feel  like  voting  for  it  tonight. 
I  don't  feel  like  voting  really  on  the  merits  of 
the  question.  I  don't  think  that  they  have  been 
gone  into  minutely  enough  to  satisfy  any  of  us 
exactly.  But  as  I  understand  the  measure,  the 
effect  of  it  will  be,  if  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
concur,  to  place  the  citizens  of  East  Boston  in 
a  favorable  position  before  the  Legislature,  but 
after  all,  the  Legislature  is  going  to  decide  it 
for  us.  For  that  reason  I  cannot  get 
up  a  great  deal  of  enthusiasm  for  or 
against  it.  Brit  I  cannot  see  that  it  will 
do  the  citizens  of  East  Boston  any  harm  to  press 
their  case  so  far,  and  it  certainly  is  not  going  to 
cost  the  city  anything  to  have  the  committee  go 
up  there,  or  have  the  city  solicitor  appear  there 
under  their  direction,  and  I  hope  that  the  ma- 
jority of  those  voting,  unless  they  have  very  dif- 
ferent views  on  the  matter  from  what  I  have, 
will  feel  like  gratifying  the  citizens  of  East 
Boston  to  that  extent,  mien  it  comes  to  a  mat- 
ter of  parks,  the  people  in  the  sections  of 
the  city  which  some  of  the  members  repre- 
sent always  expect  to  have  the  people  who 
represent  them  come  in  and  petition  for 
parks,  and  when  it  comes  to  the  question  of 
the  bridge  to  Cambridge,  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  11,  I  suppose,  will  want  the  Legislative 
Committee  to  go  up  there  for  bridges.  As  this 
is  the  one  thing  which  the  citizens  of  East  Bos- 
ton ask  for,  and  as  they  ask  for  it  pretty  regu- 
larly whenever  they  get  a  chance,  I  think  it 
would  be  as  well  to  give  them  a  chance.  I  don't 
see  as  it  would  hurt  the  city  to  pass  the  order, 
and  I  hope  that  it  will  be  passed. 

Mr.  Sanger— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12— for  we  look  to  him  for  the 
law  in  most  cases — if  to  his  knowledge  a  system 
of  free  ferries  has  been  adopted  by  any  city  in 
the  country,  and,  if  so,  with  what  results? 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  believe  that  a  gentleman  on 
the  floor  of  this  Council  answered  an  inquiry  of 
my  friend  from  Ward  10  in  regard  to  other 
cities — not.  however,  in  this  country.  As  I  have 
said  already,  this  is  rather  a  peculiar  case:  as 
cities  are  comparatively  few.  I  have  the  im- 
pression that  they  have  a  free  ferry  in  one  or 
two  cities,  and  yet  I  must  confess  that  I  cannot 
tell  at  this  moment  which  ones  they  are.  The 
matter  has  been  gone  over  in  past  years  very 
fully,  and  there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  evi- 
dence printed  on  the  subject  of  free  ferries,  and 
I  think,  sir,  if  the  gentleman  is  on  any  commit- 
tee with  me  where  this  matter  is  brought  up 
we  can  discuss  it  better,  by  passing  the  order  to- 
night, in  some  committee  meeting,  when  I  will 
endeavor  to  fill  him  up  with  information  and 
knowledge. 

Mr.  Frost— Mr.  President. 

The  President— The  time  for  debate  has  ex- 
pired. The  question  is  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

11 rdi'i-  was  passed:  yeas  40,  nays  24: 

Yeas— Barry,  Chamberlain,  Cochran,  Coleman, 
Connolly,  Coyle,  Davern,  Dolan,  Dunn,  Fisher, 
Foss,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Hag- 
gerty, Harrington,  Hayes,  Kehher,  Kelley,  Ken- 
nedy, Leary,  Mahoney,  McEnaney,  McKenna, 
McNarv,  F.R.Morrison,  J. Murphy,  J. .1. Murphy, 
W.  H.  Murphy,  Nunan,  O'Mealey,  Perry,  E.  J. 
Powers,  Short,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan, 
Sundberg,  Teevens,  Tracy,  Whitmore— 40. 

Nays— Atwood,  Bluine,  Bowman  Burr,  Clark, 
Dewey,  Duggan.  Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost,  Ladd, 
Lattimore,  F.  Morison,  Perkins,  C.  C.  Powers, 
Khh;mls.  Sanger,  Shaw,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan, 
Thayer,  Tuttlc,  Webster,  Wilson— 24. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Carroll,  Cai'stcnsen, Des- 
mond, Lauteii,  Light,  Norton  Reilly,  AVhall— 8. 

Mr.  Foss  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

UNFINISHED    BUSINESS. 

Order  for  the  purchase  of  9600  square  feet  of 
land  on  Langdon  street,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding 
§10,000,  for  the  enlargement  and  completion  of 
the  yard  of  the  new  grammar  schoolhouse  on 
Dudley  street. 

Specially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  at  8 
P.M.,  mi  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  on  account  of 
the  absence  of  Mr.  Whall. 

Order  for  an  appropriation  of  $5000  for  the  en- 
tertainment of  distinguished  visitors  during  the 
present  year. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  to  inquire  what  the 
balance  of  last  year's  appropriation  for  this  pur- 
pose is  if  any  hod  y  can  tell  me. 
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Mr.  Whitmore— I  believe  it  was  explained  at 
the  last  meeting  that  there  was  nothing  in  the 
accounts  to  show,  and  that  it  had  no  effect  one 
way  or  the  other.  Whatever  balance  there  was 
it  was  a  credit,  so  to  speak,  in  a  larger  appropria- 
tion, available  during  last  year.  Whatever  was 
spent  last  year  was  not  exceeding  35000,  but  the 
balance  does  not  remain  to  the  credit  of  any 
continuous  appropriation.  I  don't  know  whether 
$4000  or  $4500  were  spent  last  year,  but  whatever 
was  spent  that  was  the  end  of  it.  There  is  no 
specitic  appropriation  for  this  purpose,-  but  the 
order  is  that  85000  may  be  spent,  and  the  amount 
spent  is  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
incidental  expenses.  I  cannot  give  the  gentle- 
man any  information  about  it. 

The  order  was  passed.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved 
to  reconsider;  lost.    Sent  up. 

SOUP  FOR  UNION  VETERAN   SOLDIERS. 

Mr.  Gomez  offered  an  order— That  the  Board 
of  Police  be  requested  to  furnish  soup  to  every 
Union  veteran  soldier  of  the  late  rebellion  who 
so  desires  it  during  the  continuance  of  the  soup 
houses,  the  distribution  of  such  soup  to  be  di- 
rected by  the  captains  of  the  several  police  sta- 
tions upon  whose  divisions  the  soup  houses  are 
located,  with  suitable  allotments  of  quantity  to 
such  persons  as  are  known  by  the  captains  to  be 
veteran  soldiers,  and  without  reference  to  their 
present  legal  residence. 

Mr.  Whitmore—  I  would  suggest  that  the  or- 
der go  to  the  Committee  on  Police  or  some  other 
committee,  to  see  what  it  would  amount  to.  I 
think  that  an  order  of  that  kind  always  goes  to 
some  committee. 

Mr.  Gomez— This  order  is  introduced  at  this 
stage  to  cover  several  special  cases.  Some  police 
captains  have  informed  the  parties  interested 
in  this  order  that  they  cannot  give  soup  to  sev- 
eral old  Union  soldiers  living  in  Charlestown, 
because  there  is  some  little  doubt  about  their  pre- 
sent legal  residence.  There  are  only  a  few  cases, 
and  they  are  all  deserving  men.  It  amounts  to 
very  little.andthe  object  of  the  order  istocovera 
little  legal  technicality  that  prevents  the  parties 
from  receiving  this  soup.  If  this  order  is  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Police  or  any  other 
committee  it  will  only  cause  delay,  and  will  pre- 
vent those  men  from  getting  a  small  pail  of  soup, 
the  cost  of  which  is  very  small.  It  is  only  intended 
to  get  around  a  little  legal  technicality  so  that 
these  deserving  men  can  be  provided  with  soup. 
I  trust  that  the  order  will  be  allowed  to  take  its 
second  reading  and  be  passed.  It  amounts  to 
nothing,  and  it  will  benefit  a  few  deserving  men 
who  need  the  soup  very  badly. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  trust  that  the  matter  will  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Police. 

Mr.  Blume— I  sincerely  hope  that  the  matter 
will  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Police. 

The  order  wasreferred  to  the  Committee  on 
Police. 

The  president  called  for  reports  of  committees, 
and  recognized  Mr.  Cochran. 

Mr.  Gomez— I  doubt  the  vote,  and  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. " 

Mr.  Blume— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  the 
Chair  had  recognized  the  gentleman  in  the  first 
division. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

THE  NAVY  YARD. 

Mr.  Cochran  called  up  the  past  assignment, 
viz.: 

Resolves  expressing  the  sense  of  the  City 
Council  as  adverse  to  the  proposed  reorganiza- 
tion of  the  Boston  Navy  Yard,  and  asking  the 
members  of  Congress  from  this  State  to  endeavor 
to  prevent  such  action. 

Mr.  Cochran— Mr.  President,  I  desire  to  offer 
a  few  reasons  why  I  think  these  resolves  should 
pass.  The  first  is  that  there  are  today  many 
skilled  mechanics  and  laborers  in  this  city  who 
can  find  nothing  to  do,  and  who  in  my  humble 
opinion  could  and  should  be  employed  if  the 
government  would  but  utilize  the  Boston  Navy- 
Yard  in  building  one  or  more  of  the  steel 
cruisers  that  they  now  propose  to  build.  If  tha 
was  done  it  would  be  the  means  of  employing  a 
great  number  of  skilled  mechanics;  and  not 
only  that,  but  it  would  also  give  our  merchants 
and  tradesmen  a  chance,  which  they  do  nothav 
now,  to  sell  stores,  supplies  and  materials.  Now 
sir,  what  they  propose  to  do  is  this :  they  intend 
to  make  it  a  yard  where  only  equipment  work 
is  to  be  done,  and  that  means  the  employment 


of  about  200  men  all  told ;  but  on  the  other  hand 
if  they  would  build  only  one  steel  cruiser  at  this 
yard  it  would  be  the  means  of  employing  some- 
where in  the  vicinity  of  from  1500  to  2000  men, 
and  this  could  be  done  at  this  yard  with  less  out- 
lay of  money  today  than  at  any  other  yard. 
Now,  Mr.  President,  there  are  87  acres  of  land 
in  this  yard,  and  on  that  land  are  quite  a  num- 
ber of  very  valuable  stone  and  brick  buildings. 
Among  those  is  the  ropewalk,  one  of  the  finest 
in  the  country,  if  not  in  the  world ;  it  is  1360  feet 
long,  and  is  capable  of  producing  500  tons  per 
year  of  all  kinds  of  wire  rigging,  and  rope  enough 
to  supply  all  the  wants  of  the  navy.  Forty  ships 
of  war  have  been  built  at  this  yard,  and  better 
ships  never  floated  on  water.  Now,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, in  the  Engineers'  Department  is  one  of 
the  finest  machine  shops  in  the  land,  and 
it  contains  tools  and  appliances  worth  $400,000, 
Among  them  is  a  planer,  one  of,  if  not,  the 
largest  in  the  world ;  its  total  weight  is  300  tons, 
it  is  55  feet  long,  31  feet  wide;  it  will  plane  a 
piece  of  metal  weighing  200  tons  that  is  18  feet 
square  and  45  feet  long,  and  is  capable  of  boring, 
turning,  slotting,  or  splitting  to  a  depth  of  4 feet, 
and  wili  also  do  the  lightest  kind  of  work  to  the 
weight  of  half  an  ounce.  It  cost  about  $75,000. 
There  are  many  other  valuable  pieces  of  ma- 
chinery in  this  shop,  and  it  is  proposed  that  all 
of  this  shall  be  sent  to  some  other  yard.  If  this 
is  done,  it  will  leave  the  whole  of  the  water- 
front open  and  for  sale  to  the  highest  bidder, 
because  when  you  take  away  the  Engineer  and 
Constructive  Departments  from  the  water-front, 
it  leaves  the  whole  water-front  open  for  sale,  as 
these  are  the  only  departments  that  have  shops 
or  storehouses  on  the  front  of  the  yard.  In  1883 
a  board  of  naval  officers  was  appointed  by 
Secretary  Chandler  to  report  to  him  what  yards 
could  be  closed  without  injury  to  the  service 
and  they  all  agreed  that  it  would  be  difficult  to 
overestimate  the  importance  of  the  Boston 
yard  in  time  of  war,  and  that  it  should  be  so  im- 
proved as  to  utilize  the  water  front  to  its  utmost 
extent.  They  all  agreed  that  any  attempt  to 
dispose  of  or  destroy  this  valuable  property  can- 
not be  too  strongly  condemned,  for  in  time  of  war 
or  peace  it  will  be  always  useful,  if  made  so. 
What  they  propose  to  do  will  deprive  the  water 
front  of  all  facilities  of  doing  any  kind  of  work, 
and  leave  it  in  the  condition  of  so  much  flats. 
I  think,  Mr.  President,  all  of  this  reorganization 
is  wrong,  and  if  the  people  of  Boston  allow  it  to 
go  on  without  making  some  effort  to  check 
it,  that  they  are  making  a  great  mistake, 
and  may  realize  that  fact  when  too  late  to 
remedy  it.  I  think  it  is  our  duty  to  take 
some  action  upon  this  petition  and  pres- 
ent it  to  the  members  of  Congress  from 
this  State,  hoping  it  will  bear  good  fruit. 
I  have  seen  the  time,  Mr.  President,  when  5000 
men  have  been  employed  at  that  yard,  and  the 
same  tools  and  appliances  are  there  today  that 
were  there  then.  Since  1863  over  200  ships  of  war 
have  been  repaired  and  built  at  this  yard,  with 
these  same  tools  and  appliances.  Now  if  you 
take  away  those  tools  and  appliances  you  leave 
the  whole  coast  without  a  yard  where  you  cau 
build  or  repair  a  ship  of  war,  and  that  would  be, 
in  time  of  war.  a  very  deplorable  state  of  affairs 
for  the  city  of  Boston.  I  hope  the  resolutions  will 
pass. 

Mr.  Webster— I  think  it  will  be  a  pretty  good 
scheme  if  the  members  who  are  in  favor  of  free 
ferries  will  vote  this  down.  I  am  not  hi  favor  of 
free  ferries,  but  I  am  in  favor  of  having  a  free 
bridge  and  of  abolishing  the  ferries  altogether. 
Now  if  this  navy  yard  is  dispensed  with  there 
may7 be  some  chance  to  get  a  bridge  to  East  Bos- 
ton. Whenever  the  matter  of  having  a  bridge 
has  been  talked  of  it  has  been  said  that  it  was 
not  practicable,  because  of  so  many  government 
store  vessels  going  up  to  the  navy  yard  and  be- 
cause the  work  at  the  navy  yard  would  be  inter- 
fered with.  Now  if  we  can  vote  down  these  reso- 
lutions, and  will  advocate  a  free  bridge  to  East 
Boston  I  should  like  to  have  it  done.  I  hope 
that  the  members  who  are  in  favor  of  free  fer- 
ries will  vote  this  down  and  advocate  the  erec- 
tion of  a  bridge  to  East  Boston. 

Mr.  Ladd— When  I  saw  this  item  upon  our  cal- 
endar I  felt  inclined  to  oppose  it  because  I 
thought  the  policy  marked  out  by  the  general 
government  in  regard  to  the  use  of  the  property 
should  prevail.  But  I  must  say  that  the  full, 
clear  and  careful  statement  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  5  has  convinced  me  that  my  first 
judgment  in  regard  to  this  matter  was  wrong 
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and  that  it  is  of  very  great  importance  that  the 
navy  yard  should  be  retained  there.  I  do  not 
think  that  the  gentleman  who  last  spoke  is  cor- 
rect in  his  idea  that  the  carrying  out  of  the  pro- 
posed scheme  would  do  away  with  the  objec- 
tions to  a  bridge  to  East  Boston,  because  if  the 
navy  yard  is  retained  for  supplies  and  equip- 
ment it  would  still  require  the  passage  of  large 
vessels.  I  do  not  think  his  argument  will  hold. 
I  am  satisfied  from  the  statement  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  5  that  we  should  pass  this  or- 
der. 

Mr.  McNary— I  merely  want  to  add  my 
testimony  to  that  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5,  in  this  matter.  While  I  have  no  wish 
to  deprive  East  Boston  of  a  free  bridge  or  a  free 
ferry,  I  would  say  that  I  happened  in  the  course 
of  my  regular  work  to  visit  the  navy  yard  this 
week.  In  the  course  of  the  last  four  or  five 
years  I  have  visited  many  of  the  finest  plants  in 
New  England,  but  I  must  say  that  the  plant 
which  the  government  has  there  is  the  finest  I 
ever  saw  in  my  life,  and  it  will  most  certainly 
be  a  loss  to  New  England  to  have  that  plant  re- 
moved. The  value  of  the  stores  and  appliances 
is  $30,000,000,  and  in  one  of  the  departments 
alone  one  of  the  machines  is  worth  S100.000.  and 
is  one  of  the  most  wonderful  machines  ever 
built;  and  if  the  city  loses  that  property 
and  loses  that  plant — the  navy  yard— they 
will  never  get  it  again,  because  it  takes 
many  years  to  accumulate  such  a  vast  amount 
of  property  as  that  and  such  vast  apparatus  for 
doing  work.  This  matter  of  the  transfer, which  is 
advocated  by  Secretary  Whitney,  into  several 
stations,  is  not  yet  thoroughly  settled,  and  it  is 
not  yet  a  well-established  idea.  It  is  merely 
an  idea  of  Mr.  Whitney's,  and  while  he  may  be 
correct  there  are  many  eminent  gentlemen  who 
take  a  very  different  position  from  him  in 
regard  to  this  matter— some  of  the  best  and 
most  capable  judges  of  the  matter  in  the 
country— and  it  will  probably  meet  with  opposi- 
tion among  members  of  Congress.  I  probably 
can  add  nothing  to  what  the  gentleman  has 
said  because  he  has  stated  the  matter  so  fully, 
but  I  wish  to  add  to  the  testimony  that  has 
been  given  from  my  own  personal  examination, 
and  I  trust  that  the  order  will  pass. 

Mr.  Perkins— I  have  also,  like  my  friend  from 
Ward  10  here,  been  converted  by  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  of  Ward  5.  I  certainly  thought 
that  he  gave  very  logical  reasons  for  his  action. 
I  for  one  should  be  very  loth  to  see  the  Charles- 
town  Navy  Yard  disposed  of  in  any  way,  or  to 
have  its  high  standard  lowered,  or  to  have  it 
used  for  any  other  purpose  than  that  for  which 
it  was  originally  designed.  I  for  one  should  like 
to  see,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  has  sug- 
gested, some  of  the  large  steel  cruisers  built 
there,  and  I  know  no  reason  why  it  should  not 
be  done.  It  seems  to  me  that  if  the  members  of 
Congress  from  this  State  and  New  England — 
especially  from  this  State— should  use  their  best 
endeavors  something  of  this  kind  might  be  done. 
Some  of  the  large  war  vessels  which  have  been 
suggested  I  hope  will  be  built,  as  there  is 
so  much  money  in  the  treasury  at  Washing- 
ton, and  it  seems  to  me  that  very  few  people 
know  what  to  do  with  it;  I  trust  that  Boston 
will  be  benefited  by  it.  There  is  nothing  I  like 
to  look  at  any  more  than  a  fine  ship,  wood  or 
iron.  It  is  a  very  fine  obiect;  and  as  this  plant 
has  been  kept  so  long,  and  so  much  money  laid 
out  on  it,  I  should  be  loth  to  see  it  done  away 
with.  Another  reason  that  has  occurred  to  me 
why  no  change  should  be  made — Bunker  Hill 
Monument  looking  down  as  it  does  upon  that 
yard,  it  seems  to  me  that  that  yard  should  be 
kept  in  something  of  a  warlike  or  navy  condi- 
tion, and  the  business  carried  on  there  as 
at  present,  and  the  plant  kept  in  good  running 
order.  I  hope  that  this  order  will  pass,,  and  that 
the  members  of  Congress  will  use  their  utmost 
endeavors  to  have  that  yard  run  to  its  full  ca- 
pacity and  all  the  business  possible  done  there. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  hope  the  resolves  will  pass, 
because  I  think  the  whole  city  has  a  great  in- 
terest in  this  matter.  When  we  annexed 
Charlestown  what  did  we  got?  We  got  Bunker- 
Hill  monument  and  the  navy  yard.  That  was 
something  which  the  whole  country  had  heard 
of  and  they  were  to  be  added  to  the  glories  of 
Boston.  Now,  sir,  if  they  close  up  the  navy 
yard,  the  next  thing  they  will  do  will  be  to 
move  Bunker-Hill  monument  out  to  Franklin 
Park,  and  then  we  shall  have  Charlestown  and 
nothing  to  show  for  it.    1  think  ;we^had  better 


accept  the  suggestion   of   the  gentleman  from 
Charlestown  and  pass  the  resolutions. 

The  resolutions  were  passed.  Mr.  C  ochran 
moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

JOINT  RULES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  the  order  (as 
passed  by  Aldermen)  for  the  adoption  of  tem- 
porary joint  rules  and  for  appointment  of  a  joint 
committee  to  prepare  permanent  rales  was  taken 
from  the  table  and  indefinitely  postponed.  No- 
tice sent  up. 

SALARIES  FOR  MEMBERS  OF  CITY    COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Fowler  called  up  the  past  assignment, 
viz. :  Order  to  petition  the  Legislature  for  the 
passage  of  an  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of 
salaries  to  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men and  Common  Council,  and  for  the  discon- 
tinuance of  the  payment  of  bills  for  badges, 
lunches,  carriage  hire  and  travelling  expenses, 
unless  under  a  vote  of  two  thirds  of  the  members 
of  both  branches  of  the.  City  Council. 

Mr.  Whitmore  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Fow'ler— Mr.  President,  there  is  through- 
out the  city  of  Boston,  in  my  opinion,  a  growing 
sentiment  that  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  of  the  city  of  Boston,  or  of  the  City 
Council  of  the  city  of  Boston,  should  be  paid  a 
salary.  There  is  a  feeling  that  the  work  which 
they  are  called  upon  to  do  is  too  extended  for 
them  to  do  any  longer  without  payment  for  their 
services  rendered.  They  are  called  upon  to  meet 
here  one  evening  in  every  week  almost  during 
the  entire  year;  they  are  also  called  upon  to 
serve  on  various  committees,  some  being  more 
than  others,  and  I  am  told,  upon  good  authority, 
that  if  a  member  of  any  hard  committee  were  to 
pay  his  own  individual  expenses  instead  of  their 
being  paid  out  of  the  city  treasury  in  the  shape 
of  dinners,  and  carriage  hire,  and  that  sort  of 
thing,  it  would  cost  more  than  the  small  sum 
which  is  covered  by  this  order.  There  is  another 
reason  why  I  have  made  this  motion.  I  believe 
it  is  possible — always  excepting  present  company 
—if  a  salary  was  paid  to  the  members  of  the  City 
Council  of  Boston,  that  better  men  would  come 
here  to  fill  the  position  than  now  come.  Another 
reason,  which  is  more  important,  to  my  mind, 
why  this  salary  should  be  paid  to  the  members 
of  the  City  Council  instead  of  their  being  obliged 
to  depend  upon  this  matter  of  lunching  and  car- 
riage hire.  I  believe  that  we  are  placed  by  the 
present  system  m  a  false  and  equivocal  position. 
There  is  no  mistake  that  the  Common  Council 
of  Boston  is  in  disfavor,  in  bad  odor,  throughout 
the  city  of  Boston.  We  hear  from  the  mouth  of 
almost  everybody  that  the  Common  Council 
must  be  abolished,  and  I  understand  that  a  bill 
is  to  be  introduced  into  the  Legislature  to  abolish 
the  Common  Council.  Now,  sir,  I  do  not  believe 
that  the  citizens  of  this  city  object  to  a  proper 
use  of  this  matter  of  lunching  at  the  city's  ex- 
pense, nor  do  I  believe  they  object  to  a  proper 
use  of  the  matter  of  riding  home  in  carriages  by 
members  of  the  Council.  It  is  the  misuse  and 
abuse  of  this  sort  of  thing  that  the  citizens  of 
Boston  object  to.  They  object  to  members  of  the 
Common  Council  taking  four  or  five  friends  to 
lunch  at  the  expense  of  the  city.  Why?  Be- 
cause we  come  here  and  work  without  pay,  and 
when  we  stay  here  until  10  o'clock  I  think  there 
is  no  citizen  mean  enough  to  object  to  having  a 
lunch.  But  the  people  do  object  to  our  taking- 
our  friends  to  lunch  with  us,  and  I  understand 
that  has  been  done  in  the  past.  They  also  object 
to  a  man's  taking  a  carriage  all  by  himself  and 
then  going  and  taking  into  that  carriage  some  of 
his  friends  near  him,  not  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil. I  understand  that  that  has  occurred,  and 
that  it  has  been  a  growing  evil.  I  understand 
that  a  single  member  of  this  Council  will 
say  he  wants  a  carriage  all  to  himself, 
and  then  he  takes  in  some  friends  or  neigh- 
bors and  goes  out  for  a  ride  and  stays 
until  6  or  7  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  then 
the  city  auditor  or  messenger  is  called  upon 
to  approve  the  bill.  That  is  the  abuse  of 
the  privilege  which  we  enjoy,  and  that  is  what 
lias  got  the  Common  Council  into  disfavor 
among  the  citizens.  As  a  matter  of  fact  I  pre- 
sume the  members  of  the  Common  Council  have 
been  condoled  with  by  friends  because  of  their 
election  to  the  Common  Council  more  than  they 
have  been  congratulated.  At  any  rate  that  is 
my  experience.  I  believe  it  is  the  feeling  out- 
side |  that  members  come  here  that  they  can 
eat.  smoke  and  ride  at  the  expense  of  the  city  of 
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Boston.  Why,  sir,  I  certainly  believe  that  did 
we  pass  this  measure,  and  it  goes  up  and  is 
passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  it  is  ap- 
proved by  the  mayor  and  then  goes  before  the 
Legislature  and  becomes  a  law,  every  member 
who  is  now  opposed  to  adjourning  at  10  or  11 
o'clock,  so  that  we  may  leave  town  on  the  11.15 
train  and  go  home  in  good  shape — they  would  be 
the  first  and  most  anxious  to  go  home.  Why? 
Because  they  will  save  their  own  money.  It  is 
human  nature  the  world  over.  We  should  be 
as  anxious  as  anybody  to  save  our  own  money. 
If  we  take  hold  of  this  matter  I  believe  the  pub- 
lic business  can  be  expedited  so  as  to  enable  us 
to  go  home,  and  would  enable  my  friend  from 
the  Brighton  District  to  ride  home  on  the  10 
minutes  past  11  train  on  the  Boston  &  Albany 
Railroad.  Now,  what  is  the  position  of  the 
matter?  Why,  my  friend  Ladd  says  he 
wont  eat  a  meal  at  the  city's  expense  this 
year,  unless  he  can  audit  himself  and 
approve  the  bill.  What  was  our  experi- 
ence at  the  last  meeting?  We  were  called 
upon  to  sit  here  until  it  was  too  late  to  reach 
our  homes  by  the  ordinary  means  of  convey- 
ance. For  some  reason  or  other — I  think  through 
cowardice— the  gentlemen  who  had  the  order 
or  a  huich  in  their  hands  failed  to  introduce  it. 
What  was  the  result?  Why,  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12,  who  now  occupies  the  chair,  and 
the  gentleman  from  Pemberton  square  could 
walk  to  their  homes,  and  by  the  exercise  which 
they  acquired  they  got  into  very  proper  condi- 
tion. But  not  having  had  anything  to  eat,  and 
not  having  to  ride  home  in  the  lumbering  con- 
veyance such  as  was  furnished  here,  thev  did 
not  get  sick,  as  did  some  of  the  members.  Now, 
sir,  we  had  no  refreshments  at  the  last  meeting, 
unless  we  can  call  refreshments  the  speech  of 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Elections, 
who  is  now  in  Washington,  or  the  sophomoric 
eloquence  of  the  gentleman  whose  remarks  are 
so  frequently  mixed  up  with  allusions  to  ancient 
history.  I  suffered  when  I  got  home  at  20  min- 
utes of  2  o'clock,  and  was  not  in  condition  to  go 
without  something  to  eat,  and  I  awoke  next 
morning  with  a  sore  throat,  whereas  if  I  had 
had  something  in  my  stomach  I  should  not  have 
been  in  that  condition.  Now,  Mr.  President, 
the  citizens  of  Boston  do  not  begrudge  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Common  Council  and  Board  of  Al- 
dermen a  decent  lunch,  but  they  do  object  to  its 
abuse ;  and  for  that  reason  I  have  offered  this 
order.  I  believe  it  would  be  in  every  way  ben- 
eficial for  the  city.  I  believe  that  it  would  ele- 
vate the  tone  and  construction  of  the  Common 
Council,  always  excepting  present  company. 

Mr.  Foss — I  am  not  prepared  to  vote  upon  this 
question,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee. I  think  that  the  Committee  on  Contin- 
gent Expenses  is  the  proper  committee  to  take 
this  matter  in  hand,  and  I  move  to  refer  to  that 
committee. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Contingent  Expenses. 

.   PLAY    GROUNDS. 

Mr.  McNary  called  up  the  past  assignment, 
viz.: 

Order  for  the  Park  Commissioners  to  report  on 
the  cost  and  advisability  of  establishing  a  play- 
ground of  five  or  six  acres,  on  waste  lands,  west 
of  Boston  street  and  south  of  Swett  street,  or  be- 
tween Dorchester  avenue  and  the  Old  Colony 
railroad,  and  north  of  Mt.  Vernon  street,  or  upon 
the  Cow  Pasture. 

Mr.  McNary— I  desire  to  say  just  a  few  words 
on  this  matter  in  order  to  explain  the  reasons 
why  I  offered  it  to  the  members  of  the  Common 
Council.  They  are  just  these:  The  order  is 
merely  for  the  Park  Commissioners  to  consider 
the  cost  and  advisability  of  establishing  this 
playground.  I  have  no  doubt  that  they  will  pro- 
vide some  place  for, a  playground  for  athletic 
sports,  but  the  question  is.  will  they  provide  a 
sufficiently  large  playground.  Now  it  is  a  well- 
known  fact  that  m  the  crowded  sections  of  the 
city,  in  the  South  End  and  South  Boston,  and 
the  growing  sections  of  rioxbury,  the  boys  have 
not  sufficient  room  for  a  playground  to  play 
base  ball  and  other  games,  and  they  are 
forced  to  play  on  the  public  streets, 
thus  violating  the  city  ordinances.  You  go  out 
into  the  country  and  you  find  that  the  opportu- 
nities for  play  are  getting  less  each  year.  There- 
fore I  think  that  the  city  should  provide  some 
such  playground  as  this  proposed  by  the  order, 
for  the  boys.    Here  on  the  Common,  where  the 


boys  formerly  had  a  playground  for  years,  it  is 
necessary  every  second  or  third  year  for  a  fight 
to  be  made  in  the  city  government,  in  order  to 
give  the  boys  the  right  to  play  on  the  Common, 
a  right  which  they  have  enjoyed  for  years.  The 
locality  here  mentioned  and  specified  by  the  or- 
der, and  which  is  asked  to  be  given  for  this  pur- 
pose at  the  present  time,  is  waste  land  and 
marsh  land,  upon  which  the  tide  flows  in,  in 
little  creeks,  every  time  the  tide  runs  in.  That 
land  could  be  bought  for  from  three  to  rive  cents 
a  foot  any  part  of  it.  It  is  land  that 
cannot  and  will  not  be  built  upon  for 
some  time  to  come,  and  if  this  playground 
is  established  it  will  really  increase 
the  value  of  the  surrounding  territory  in  South 
Boston  and  Washington  A  illage.  Part  of  this 
land  has  been  declared  a  nuisance  by  the  Board 
of  Health,  and  ought  to  be  filled  in,  and  if  it 
were  filled  in  it  could  be  devoted  to  some  such 
purpose,  and  would  be  a  benefit  to  the  whole 
locality.  As  the  order  only  calls  for  a  report  of 
the  Park  Commissioners  as  to  the  cost  and  ad- 
visability of  doing  this,  and  as  they  are  the  best 
udges  of  such  a  measure,  and  the  best  parties 
to  provide  such  a  place,  I  hope  that  no  objection 
will  be  offered  to  that  order,  but  that  it  will  be 
passed. 

Mr.  Ladd— These  proposed  locations  are,  as  I 
understand  it,  near  each  other,  or,  at  least,  not 
very  far  apart,  and  they  are  situated  in  a  por- 
tion of  the  city  which  it  seems  to  me  is  destined, 
in  the  near  future,  to  become  a  large  manufac- 
turing section.  It  is  a  section  which  has  not  as 
yet  been  built  up  for  dwelling  house  purposes, 
and  it  probably  wihnot  be.  The  march  of  trade 
is  in  that  direction,  the  march  of  business  is  in 
that  way,  and  it  is  quite  rapidly  moving  in  that 
direction.  Before  many  years  elapse  I  have 
every  reason  to  expect  that  all  that  property 
will  be  needed  for  manufacturing  purposes,  and 
if  the  'harbor  line  is  extended  south  around 
South  Boston  and  what  is  called  the  Old  Harbor 
and  part  of  Dorchester  Bay  should  be  dredged 
out.  as  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  be,  following  the 
line  of  the  Harbor  Commissioners,  and  wharves 
are  built  out  there,  all  that  section  of  the  city  will 
be  very  valuable  for  commercial  purposes.  Now 
it  seems  to  me  that  a  playgroimd  or  public  park 
should  always  be  located  in  a  section  of  the  city 
where  there  are  no  breathing  spaces  about  it  or 
very  near  it.  Franklin  Park  in  that  respect  is 
admirably  located.  It  is  in  a  section  of  the 
city  that  is  destined  ultimately,  probably,  to  be 
closely  built  up,  and  it  forms  an  admir- 
able breathing  place  for  the  people. 
Now  this  section  here,  where  it  is  proposed  to  lay 
out  this  playground,  is  a  comparatively  narrow 
section.  That  is  to  say,  there  is  a  breathing 
place  on  one  side,  being  the  Old  Harbor  and  part 
of  Dorchester  Bay,  and  upon  the  other  side  an- 
other breathing  place,  the  South  Bay.  So  that 
it  is  really  a  passage  between  two  sections  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would 
be  a  mistake  to  locate  there  a  playground  of  six 
or  seven  acres,  as  is  proposed  in  this  order.  All 
the  land  being  located  very  near  tide  water  in 
the  natural  growth  of  the  city  in  the  near  fu- 
ture would  be  needed  for  commercial  pur- 
poses, and  it  ought  not  to  be  devoted  to  such 
purposes  as  this  before  that  time.  It  ought  to 
be  reserved  for  its  natural  uses,  namely,  for  the 
location  of  manufacturing  establishments  there 
and  for  commercial  uses,  when  the  wharves  are 
built  out  to  the  Old  Harbor  line.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve but  that  we  have  devoted  all  the  area  of 
the  city  of  Boston  to  playgrounds  and  parks  that 
we  are  justified  in  devoting  to  those  purposes. 
Moreover,  such  a  place  as  is  proposed  ought  to 
be  located  in  a  section  which  will  be  taken  up 
for  dwelling-house  purposes,  and  which  will 
continue  to  De  used  for  those  purposes.  This 
section,  in  my  judgment,  will  not  be.  It  is  not 
fit  for  dwelling  houses,  and  will  not  be  used  for 
that  purpose  at  all.  Therefore  it  will  be  an  in- 
convenient place  for  the  boys  to  assemble  for 
purposes  of  playing  games  or  any  other  purpose 
that  public  parks  can  be  used  for.  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  objections  to  this  order  are  very  se- 
rious, and  I  hope  that  we  will  not  take  any  step 
that  will  involve  the  city  in  any  respect.  I  hope 
that  the  objections  to  the  order  are  understood. 

Mr.  F.  Morison — I  move  that  this  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Parks. 

Mr.  McNary— I  should  like  for  a  moment,  be- 
fore that  motion  to  refer  was  carried,  to  make  a 
few  statements  in  regard  to  this  matter.  Now  I 
must  say  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  pro- 
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ceeds  upon  the  same  line  of  argument  which  he 
adopted  here  in  regard  to  parks  on  the  first  day 
of  the  session.  He  practically  objected  to  the 
Marine  Park.  South  Boston;  because  the  land 
would  be  valuable  for  commercial  purposes.  So 
he  says  that  that  territory  is  not  fitted  for  this 
purpose.  The  gentleman  has  been  firm  in  his 
opposition  to  everything  desired  by  South  Bos- 
ton. I  wish  he  would  come  over  there  some 
day  and  form  some  opinion  as  to  what  is 
required  by  that  section.  There  is  not  a 
single  other  section  of  the  city,  Roxbury, 
Dorchester,  all  of  which  are  growing  fast, 
but  what  has  had  a  great  numberof  houses 
erected  on  it.  That  part  of  the  city  has 
been  growing  rapidly,  and  with  the  exten- 
sion of  the  improved  sewerage  and  sewers 
through  this  territory  for  the  purpose  of  proper 
drainage,  it  will  doubtless  grow  more  rapidly  in 
the  future.  There  is  no  doubt  about  this.  As 
far  as  manufacturers  going  in  that  direction 
is  concerned,  they  are  doing  nothing  of  the 
kind,— they  are  going  in  other  directions. 
South  Boston  has  grown  greatly  as  a  residential 
section  during  the  past  ten  years,  although  it 
would  seem  to  be  one  of  the  best  places  for  man- 
facture  in  the  city.  The  gentleman  speaks  of 
breathing  places.  The  South  bay  is  nothing 
more  than  a  big  miasma  lake.  A  dam  has  been 
built  across  it  to  protect  the  people  of  Washing- 
ton Village,  and  all  that  part  of  South  Boston 
from  the  fevers  and  disease  breeding  there. 
Now,  if  a  part  of  that  is  filled  up,  which  can  be 
done  very  cheaply,  and  devoted  to  that  purpose, 
a  vast  deal  of  good  could  be  done.  There  is 
hardly  a  place  in  the  city  where  the  boys  can 
find  a  place  to  play.  I  know  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  10  doesn't  care  whether  the  boys 
have  a  place  to  play  or  not.  He  worked  14  hours 
a  day  in  his  younger  days,  as  he  himself  has 
often  told  us,  and  he  doesn't  care  if  the  boys 
now  have  to  do  the  same.  But  I  believe  that 
we  should  give  them  a  chance  to  play.  I  don't 
believe  this  should  go  to  the  Health  Department 
'  at  all.  I  think  it  should  go  to  the  Park  Commis- 
sioners. They  are  the  proper  parties,  and  there- 
fore I  shall  concur  in  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  9. 

Mr.  Leary— The  places  asked  for  in  this  order 
have  been  vacant  for  a  number  of  years  and 
will,  in  all  probability,  continue  to  be  so.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  10  is  again  in  the  ex- 
treme. When  he  is  not  extremely  ancient,  he  is 
extremely  in  the  future.  Tbe  latter  is  his  pres- 
ent condition.  He  is  thinking  of  what  may  oc- 
cur 50,  75  or  100  years  from  now.  I  think  he  had 
better  consider  what  will  happen  10.  15  or  25 
years  from  now.  These  places  will  not  be  oc- 
cupied during  the  next  25  years,  and  they  are 
the  best  that  can  be  selected  for  playgrounds. 
There  is  no  place  in  Boston  for  playgrounds  now. 
The  boys  play  in  the  streets,  and,  as  a  result, 
they  are  arrested  and  brought  into  court,  and 
this  being  their  first  offence  it  leads  them  to  the 
downward  path.  I  believe  that  this  order  is  a 
step  in  tbe  right  direction. 

Mr.  F.  Mokison— I  have  stated  that  I  am  in 
favor  of  the  step  proposed  to  be  taken  for  this 
order.  I  have  had  some  consultation  with  one 
of  the  former  Park  Commissioners  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  I  believe  they  have  selected  this  site 
for  a  park,  and  therefore  I  am  in  favor  of  the 
reference. 

Mr.  McNary— The  gentleman  brings  to  mind 
that  in  1878  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners 
recommended  the  filling  in  of  portions  of  South 
Bay,  which  can  never  be  used  for  wharves. 
That  would  be  taking  away  a  breeding  place 
for  disease.  It  was  proposed  to  fill  in  a  portion 
of  South  Bay,  adjoining  Swett  street,  but  in 
making  up  the  park  scheme  that  was  dropped, 
perhaps  because  South  Boston  did  not  press  it. 
The  gentleman  is  totally  wrong  in  his  facts;  I 
know  that  from  my  knowledge  of  the  case. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  this 
matter  should  go  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Parks.  I  only  want  to  say  a  few  words  in  answer 
to  the  personal  attack  which  lias  been  made 
upon  me.  I  am  not  opposed  to  anything  that  is 
proper.  In  my  action  here  I  am  not  influenced 
at  all  by  any  feelings  of  locality.  I  simply  take 
a  different  view  of  the  future  of  South  Boston 
from  some  of  the  gentlemen  who  come  from 
there;  therefore,  my  idea  of  what  is  wise  for 
South  Boston  is  different  from  theirs ;  that  is  all 
there  is  to  it.  I  have  never  said  that  South  Bos- 
ton was  not  growing.  I  admit  that  South  Bos- 
ton is  growing.    I  admit  that  South  Boston  is 


nearly  all  occupied  now,  that  is,  the  part  of  it  on 
the  point,  and  that  is  the  only  land  that  will 
ever  be  taken  for  dwelling-house  purposes. 
Now,  I  say  there  is  going  to  be  a  change  in  the 
occupation  of  South  Boston  for  dwelling-house 
purposes.  The  use  of  that  section  of  the  city 
for  dwelling-house  purposes  is  going  to  be  given 
up.  Its  use  for  such  purposes  has  deteriorated 
in  the  past  few  years.  I  think  the  time  is 
coming  very  soon  when  that  whole  section  will 
be  taken  for  business  purposes.  Our  business 
is  going  to  grow,  and  I  only  object  to  something 
being  put  in  there  which  will  be  an  obstacle  to 
that  growth.  I  am  not  opposed  to  anything 
proper  for  South  Boston. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Parks. 

PROPOSED  BRIDGE  TO  EAST  BOSTON. 

Mr.  Webster  offered  an  order— That  the  Com- 
mittee on  Legislative  Matters  be  requested  to 
appear  before  the  Legislature  and  advocate,  in 
behalf  of  the  City  Council,  providing  for  a  free 
bridge  to  East  Boston. 

The  order  was  declared  refused  a  second  read- 
ing. Mr.  Webster  doubted  the  vote.  The  Coun- 
cil was  divided,  6  in  favor  and  16  against,  and 
the  second  readmg  was  refused. 

EXTENSION  OF  COLUMBUS  AVENUE. 

Mr.  Duggan  offered  an  order — That  the  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners  be  requested  to  include 
in  their  estimate  of  expenditures  for  the  finan- 
cial year  of  18S7-8S  a  sum  sufficient  to  extend  Co- 
lumbus avenue  to  Buggies  street. 

ilr.  McNary  inquired  if  this  order  did  not  call 
for  the  expenditure  of  money,  and  the  Chair 
ruled  that  it  was  merely  a  request  to  have  the 
matter  included  in  the  estimates. 

Mr.  McNary  desired  the  ruling  because  he 
wished  to  have  the  reference  of  the  order  of- 
fered by  him  early  in  the  session  reconsidered, 
and  the  order  passed. 

The  order  was  passed.  Sent  up.  Mr.  Duggan 
moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

"ANCIENT  HISTORY." 

Mr.  Foss  offered  an  order — That  the  records  of 
the  last  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  be  cor- 
rected by  striking  out  in  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  10  (Mr.  Ladd)  the  words 
"Carthigenian  General  Regulus,"  where  they 
occur,  and  inserting  instead  thereof  the  words 
"The  Roman  youth  Mucins." 

Mr.  Foss— For  the  information  of  the  gentle- 
men of  the  Council  that  have  not  read  the  Bos- 
ton Herald,  I  would  say  that  in  an  editorial  to- 
day that  paper  takes  the  members  of  this  Coun- 
cil to  task,  especially  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
7.  wlm  is  absent,  and  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
10,  as  not  being  well  versed  in  Roman  history. 
Therefore,  I  desire  that  the  records  he  changed, 
so  that  hereafter,  in  case  they  see  fit  to  make 
such  quotations,  they  will  look  well  to  see  what 
they  are  saving,  and  the  editors  will  not  come 
out' the  following  day  and  bring  the  Common 
Council  to  account. 

The  Chair— The  Chair  is  of  opinion  that  the 
order  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Ladd— This  is  a  part  of  the  impudence,  if 
I  may  so  term  it,  that  I  am  disgusted  witli  in 
this  Council,  and  I  think  that  any  man  has  a 
right  to  be  disgusted  with  it.  I  am  very  glad 
that  the  Chair  has  ruled  as  he  has.  It  is  noth- 
ing but  child's  play  and  should  be  sat  upon 
so  completely  that  no  one  would  have  sufficient 
cheek  to  come  here  and  undertake  to  venti- 
late it.  ,'.',-, 

Mr.  Foss— If  the  gentleman  desires  anybody 
to  be  sat  down  upon,  lie  should  look  to  the  gen- 
tleman who  wrote  the  editorial  in  the  Herald 
and  not  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  2. 

Mr,  Ladd— Mr.  President. 

The  Chair— There  is  no  motion  before  the 
house.  .   ., 

Mr.  Ladd— I  rise  to  a  question  ol  privilege.  1 
have  no  quarrel  with  the  Herald  or  any  of  its 
staff.  I  am,  no  doubt,  very  often  under  obliga- 
tions to  it,  and  I  have  no  doubt  I  shall  be  again, 
as  I  have  been  in  the  past.  I  am  willing  to  ex- 
press that  obligation.  If  in  the  heat  of  debate  I 
made  a  slight  error  as  to  what  particular  form 
Of  torture  a  certain  personage  in  ancient  history 
suffered,  I  am  willing  to  be  corrected,  especially 
as  the  historians  themselves  disagree  about 
what  it  was,  and  I  thank  the  Herald  for  the 
correction.  _  „  .  „   ,„ 

Adjourned  at  10.15  P.  M„  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Leary. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Monday,  Jan.  24, 1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
4  o'clock  P.  M.,  Aid.  Donovan,  chairman,  presid- 
ing, and  all  the  members  present. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Maguire,  the  reading  of 
the  record  of  the  last  meeting  was  dispensed 
with. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Forty  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  Feb- 
ruary term  of  the  Superior  Criminal  Court. 

COASTING  ON  CHESTNUT  AVENUE  AND  CHARTER 
STREET. 

A  communication  was  received  from  His 
Honor  the  Mayor,  transmitting  the  following 
communications  from  the  Board  of  Police  and 
Rev.  M.  Moran,  relative  to  the  danger  of  allow- 
ing coasting  on  Chestnut  avenue  and  Charter 
street : 

Board  of  Police  for  the  City  of  Boston,  J 
No.  7  Pemberton  Square, 

Boston,  Jan.  14,  1887. 
Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Sir,— The  Board  of  Police  for  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, respectfully  calls  your  attention  to  the  dan- 
ger that  exists  from  permitting  coasting  on 
Chestnut  avenue,  Brighton.  Several  complaints 
have  been  made  and  the  liability  to  accident  is 
so  great  that  the  Board  recommends  that  coast- 
ing be  discontinued  on  the  said  avenue. 
Very  respectfully, 

For  the  Board, 

F.  C.  Irving,  Clerk. 
Boston,  Jan.  20th,  1887. 

Your  Honor, — It  is  said  that  some  time  ago 
permission  was  obtained  for  a  public  coast  on 
Charter  street.  It  has  indeed  become  a  public 
coast,  to  the  injury  of  many  residents,  who  can- 
not cross  the  street,  and,  worse  than  all,  to  the 
injury  of  the  morals  of  the  very  boys  for  whom 
it  was  granted,  for  it  has  become  the  resort  of 
some  of  the  worst  characters  of  the  youth  from 
all  parts  of  the  city,  who  defy  morality  and  the 
police  since  it  is  "their  coast."  It  is  indeed  a 
"school  for  scandal"  to  the  young  here.  In  the 
name  of  the  parents  of  the  children  who  witness 
these  wicked  doings  I  ask  for  a  remedy. 

Wishing  you  many  happy  New  Years, 
I  am,  yours  respectfully, 

Rev.  M.  Moran. 
Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien, 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Police  (Aid.),  on 
motion  of  Aid.  Allen. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENTS. 

Communications  were  received  from  the 
mayor  making  the  following  appointments  sub- 
ject to  the  approval  of  this  Board: 

George  F.  Goold  to  be  harbor  master,  and  John 
W.  Jackson.  Ithamar  E.  Mereen,  John  J.  Middle- 
ton,  Ge>  rge  H.  Adams,  Nicholas  C.  Fallon, 
Stephen  Henton,  Erdix  S.  Darling,  James  Rus- 
sell, an'i  i.ouis  W.  Swan  to  be  assistant  harbor 
masters,  and  Franklin  Winchester  for  Roxbury 
canal—;;  11  Tor  the  term  of  one  year  from  the  first 
Monday  m  April,  1887. 

Walter  Hi  French  to  be  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Fire  Commissioners  for  the  term  of  three 
years  from  the  first  Monday  in  May,  1887. 

Severally  laid  over. 

PUBLIC   LANDS  SOLD. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the 
mayor  transmitting  the  annual  report  (City  Doc. 
18)  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  rela- 
tive to  sales  of  public  lands  for  the  year  ending 
Dec.  31, 1886. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

A  QUESTION  OF  PRIVILEGE. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  desire  at  this  time  to  rise  to 
a  question  of  privilege.  As  I  proceed  I  propose 
to  give  to  the  members  of  the  Board  the  reasons 
why  I  rise  to  that  question.  I  would  not  in  my 
capacity  as  a  member  of  this  Board  of  Aldermen 
rise  on  all  occasions  to  answer  statements   that 


are  made  in  a  public  newspaper,  but  when  a 
public  newspaper  so  far  forgets  the  dignity  of 
the  position  which  it  holds  in  the  community  as 
to  publish  falsehoods  in  relation  to  me,  and.  to 
hit  other  people  because  I  am  a  friend  of  others, 
or  to  hit  me  because  they  are  friends  of  mine,  it 
is  a  duty  which  I  owe  to  myself  and  a  duty 
which  I  owe  to  the  people  who  elected  me,  to 
speak  frankly  that  the  public  may  have  both 
sides  of  the  question.  Lf  you  remember,  a  week 
ago  I  took  offence  at  an  article  which  was  pub- 
lished in  the  Daily  Advertiser,  wherein  it  stated 
that  just  after  the  municipal  election  two 
or  three  men  were  put  at  work  in  the 
Bridge  Department  for  Aldermen  Carroll, 
Donovan  and  Maguire.  I  stated  at  that  time 
fairly,  without  wishing  to  do  the  Adver- 
tiser any  injustice,  that  such  was  not  the  case. 
The  Advertiser  saw  tit  afterwards  to  imply,  if  it 
did  not  state  so  positively,  that  I  secured  the  ap- 
pointment of  one  man  as  foreman  of  painters,  as 
a  consideration  for  my  voting  for  Mr.  Young.  I 
did  vote  for  Mr.  Young.  Mr.  Young  I  had  known 
as  a  Democrat,  and  an  honest  man,  nominated 
by  the  mayor  of  Boston,  and  I  knew  nothing 
against  him  and  voted  for  him ;  but  to  prove  the 
falsity  of  the  charge,  and  so  that  there  will  be 
no  injustice  done  to  the  Advertiser  or  to  Aid. 
Carroll,  I  have  taken  upon  myself  the  simple 
duty  of  ascertaining  the  exact  facts,  and  I  think 
I  have  some  facts  to  present  to  the  members  of 
this  Board.  I  have  here  a  copy  of  the  commit- 
tees' records,  held  by  the  clerk  of  committees, 
for  the  year  1885,  in  relation  to  the  bridge  de- 
partment. The  Advertiser  insinuates  or  states, 
and  the  inference  can  be  drawn  either 
way,  that  I  secured  the  appointment  of  John 
J.  Maguire  as  foreman  of  painters.  I  desire  to 
state  here,  and  now,  that  Mr.  Maguire  does  not 
require  from  me  any  defence.  Mr.  Maguire  is  a 
man  well  known  in  the  section  of  the  city  in 
which  he  has  lived,  and  has  been  honored  re- 
peatedly by  election  to  office;  is  a  first-class 
man  in  the  position  he  holds,  and  has  held  simi- 
lar positions  for  many  years.  But,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, on  the  second  of  June,  1885,  the  Committee 
on  Bridges,  consisting  of  Aid.  Allen,  Donovan 
and  Mullane,  the  following  motion  was  made 
and  carried: 

Voted,  To  employ  John  Maguire  to  be  fore- 
man of  painters  at  the  rate  of  $3.50  per  day,  and 
nine  painters  at  the  rate  of  $2.50  per  day. 

That  was  on  the  2d  of  June,  1885,before  Ald.Car- 
roll  even  contemplated  being  a  candidate  for  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  I  think  in  the  face  of  such 
possitive  evidence  as  that  it  is  not  only  unkind 
and  ungentlemanly,  but.  if  it  is  called  politics, 
very  poor  politics,  for  any  paper  occupying  the 
position  that  the  Advertiser  does,  to  insinuate 
that  I  secured  the  appointment  of  a  man  who 
was  appointed  by  the  Committee  on  Bridges 
nearly  a  year  before  I  had  anything  to  do  with 
the  city  government.  So  much  for  that.  Now 
it  has  gone  further,  and  in  speaking  on  this  mat- 
ter I  wish  to  say  that  the  members  of  this  Board 
know,  and  I  also  am  aware  of  the  fact,  that 
what  is  said  in  this  Board  goes  further  than  this 
Board.  It  goes  to  the  public,  and  I  don't  care 
who  or  what  a  man  may  be,  if  he  differs  from 
me  in  politics  or  not ;  if  I  know  that  he  has  been 
accused  falsely,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
whether  he  be  Republican  or  Democrat  .or 
whatever  else  he  may  be,  he  may  rest  assured 
that  he  will  have  one  man  to  defend  hiin,  if 
he  is  right.  Now,  the  circumstance  that 
calls  forth  that  remark  is  the  mean,  con- 
temptible manner  in  which  the  Advertiser  is 
assailing  the  superintendent  of  bridges  appoint- 
ed by  the  mayor ;  and  to  prove  how  bad  and 
mean  and  low  they  have  been  in  going  into  this 
thing,  because  I  belong  to  the  party  that  he 
does,  I  will  read  what  it  says.  I  propose, 
as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  to  defend  every 
member  of  that  party  whenever  he  de- 
serves it,  and  when  his  public  record  is  such 
that  it  can  stand  for  itself.  An  article  in  this 
morning's  edition  of  the  Advertiser  reads  as  fol- 
lows: "Is  Mr.  Young  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States?  A  native  of  Nova  Scotia;"  and  it  goes 
on  and  intimates  in  the  whole  article  that 
the  gentleman  is  an  adopted  citizen,  but 
at  the  same  time  is  on  the  voting  list 
in  the  city  of  Boston  as  a  native  citizen, 
Now  that  is  a  very  serious  charge  to  make, 
and  when  I  found  the  facts  I  said  to  the  man, 
when  he  came  to  show  me  the  condition  of  af- 
fairs, allow  me  to  see  those  papers.    If  you  have 
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no  objection  I  will  present  those  papers  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  and  through  them  to  the 
public.  I  rind  that  Mr.  Young  is  a  man  who  has 
done  as  many  other  men  who  have  come  to  this 
country  and  found  it  an  asylum.  He  has  lived 
since  he  has  come  here  honored  and  respected. 
The  naturalization  paper,  which  I  have  here,  is 
dated  Oct.jLB,  1876,  and  he  took  the  oath  and  be- 
came a  citizens  of  the  United  States,  according 
to  the  acts  of  Congress  in  such  case  provided. 
There  is  the  actual  paper  [holding  it  up]  bearing 
the  seal  of  the  United  States  Circuit  Court,  Mas- 
sachusetts District,  showing  a  positive  record 
of  the  fact  of  the  man  being  an  adopted  citizen 
of  the  United  States.  I  find  also  a  tax  bill  dated 
Oct.  26,  1876,  with  the  stamp  of  the  registrars  of 
voters  of  that  date,  again  proving  conclusively 
that  it  is  a  mean,  contemptible,  and  low  manner 
in  which  this  man  has  been  assailed.  But  I  fur- 
ther stated  to  this  gentleman:  "Now  strengthen 
yourself  as  much  as  you  can.  Go  to  the  collec- 
tor ;  go  to  the  registrar  of  voters,  and  produce 
the  records.  They  are  public  officers,  and  I 
pledge  you  as  an  individual  that  if  these  things 
are  as  you  represent  them,  I  will  defend  you." 
I  find  the  following,  as  a  result: 

Assessors'  Office,  City  Hall,  j 
Boston,  Jan.  24, 1887.     ) 
To  whom  it  may  concern. 

This  is  to  certify  that  it  appears  from  the 
records  of  this  department  that  Bartholomew 
M.  Young  has  been  assessed  a  polltax  annually 
from  1876  to  18S6,  inclusive,  at  68  "West  Cedar 
street,  Ward  9. 

For  the  Board  of  Assessors. 

Benj.  Cushing, 

Secretary. 

1  also  find,  in  looking  up  the   records  of  the 
City  Collector's  Department,  the  following: 
Collector's  Department,  City  Hvll,  ) 
Boston,  Jan.  24,  18S7.     I 

It  appears  from  the  records  in  this  department 
that  Bartholomew  M.  Young  was  assessed  a  poll- 
tax  lor  the  years  1876  to  1886,  inclusive,  and  that 
the  taxes  for  the  several  years  have  been  paid 
as  per  memorandum  attached. 

James  W.  Ricker, 

City  Collector. 

Xow.I  think  you  will  agree  with  me  that  there 
is  a  certain  amount  of  justification  for  my  making 
the  brief  explanation  which  I  have.  I  have  done 
it  in  the  first  place,  because  I  have  been  brought 
into  this  matter,  and  why  I  cannot  say.  I  cannot 
for  the  life  of  me  see  why  a  public  newspaper 
will  attempt  to  insinuate  such  wrong  motives, 
unless  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  influencing  the 
public  mind.  As  far  as  I  am  personally  con- 
cerned nay  idea  is  that  some  of  the  very  men  I 
am  in  favor  of  don't  do  as  they  ought  to  do 
as  far  as  appointments  are  concerned.  If  it  is 
because  a  man  places  in  office  men  who  are  in 
sympathy  with  him,  I  will  all  the  more 
defend  him,  because  if  there  is  one  thing 
I  do  believe  in  it  is  that  public  office  is  a  pub- 
lic trust,  but  I  also  think  that  the  adminis- 
tration of  thai  public  trust  should  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  friends  of  the  administration.  Now 
I  feel  on  this  matter,  and  I  would  not  address 
this  Board  if  I  did  not  feel  so,  a  little  sensitive, 
to  find  a  large  newspaper  like  the  Advertiser,  so 
far  demeaning  itself  as  to  assail  me  and  my  pri- 
vate character  and  charging  me  with  things,  in 
regard  to  which,  if  I  only  received  the  reward 
for  them  which  they  say  that  I  have,  or  if  I  only 
tried  to  secure  the  places  which  they  charge  me 
with  attempting  to  secure,  I  would  willingly 
bear  their  charges,  knowing  that  I  had  received 
that  reward. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  desires  to  stale 
that  at  the  last  meeting  of  this  Board  he  took 
occasion  to  repudiate  an  article  that  appeared 
in  the  Advertise]- of  a  week  ago  today.  Among 
other  things' the  charge  against  mo  was  that  of 
being  false.  Since  then,  on  last  Wednesday 
morning,  the  Advertiser  has  seen  fit,  in  reply  In 
the  statement  of  the  Chair,  to  insert  the  follow- 
ing in  their  paper: 

Aid.  Donovan,  too.  denies  that  the  Advertiser's  state- 
ment, so iar  as  it  related  to  him,  was  false.  He  cannot 
honestly  deny  that  at  the  tune  of  the  appointment  of 
Young  he  was  up  to  within  a  few  days  a  ^supporter  of  an- 
other man— one  of  the  two  carpenters  now  carried  upon 
the  pay-roll,  a  resident  of  the  Charlestown  Districts — after 
which  he  voted  for  STonng. 

I  desire  to  reiterate  at  this  time  the  statements 
that  I  made  a  week  ago  today,  that  the  charges 
contained  in  the  Advertiser,  so  far  as  they  re- 


late to  myself,  are  false,  and  I  desire  to  say 
that  I  can  honestly  state,  and  truthfully  state, 
that  I  had  nothing  whatever,  in  any  shape  or 
form,  to  do  with  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Young 
a  year  ago ;  neither  did  I  have  a  candidate  for 
the  office  of  superintendent  of  bridges  one  year 
ago,  hut,  for  the  information  of  the  Advertiser, 
I  would  say  that  I  did,  in  1885,  have  the  gentle- 
man whom  they  have  referred  to  in  their  article 
as  a  candidate.  That  is  two  years  ago,  so  that 
the  Advertiser,  in  its  article  of  last  TV  ednesday, 
was  just  one  year  behind  the  time. 

petitions  referred. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers — Philip  Albrecht 
and  others,  for  a  sewer  on  Creighton  street,  be- 
tween Centre  and  Day  streets. 

John  E.  Blakemore  and  John  H.  Apel,  for  a 
sewer  in  Brown  avenue,  between  Ashland  and 
Allen  streets. 

George  A.  Wilson,  for  a  sewer  on  Washington 
street,  between  Foster  and  Parsons  streets, 
Ward  25. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines— J&ne  A. 
Sawyer,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
hoiler  of  2-horse  power  for  heating  purposes  at 
16  Tremont  street,  Ward  3. 

Bagnall  &  Loud  Block  Company,  for  leave  to 
locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler  of  12-horse  power 
for  heating  purposes  at  139  Fulton  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hail  and  County 
Buildings— John  D.  Driscoll  and  others,  for  the 
use  of  Faneuil  Hall  on  Friday  evening,  March 
4th,  to  celebrate  the  109th  anniversary  of  the 
birth  of  Robert  Emmet. 

R.  L.  Greene  and  others,  for  the  use  of  Faneuil 
Hall  for  four  days  beginning  Jan.  25,  between  12 
and  1  o'clock  for  holding  religious  meetings. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps  (Aid.)—  Qvr'm 
Paul  and  others,  for  an  electric  light  at  the  cor- 
ner of  East  Fifth  and  L  streets,  South  Boston. 

To  the  Committee  on  Stony  Brook  —  Joseph 
Woodward,  for  compensation  for  damages 
caused  by  water  from  Stony  brook  flowing  into 
his  cellar,  No.  14  Linden  avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving— Esther  M.Wood- 
ward,  for  a  brick  sidewalk  in  front  of  No.  29 
Copeland  street. 

To  the  Committer  on  ( 'ininis— William  C.  Day, 
for  compensation  for  personal  injuries  received 
Jan.  18,  1887,  by  reason  of  an  alleged  defect  in 
the  sidewalk  at  No.  72  Green  street,  Ward  7. 

Rosanna  Crooker,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries received  Nov.  30,  1886,  by  reason  of  an  al- 
leged delect  in  East  Third  street. 

Horatio  G.  Parker,  trustee,  that  the  balance 
arising  from  tax  sale  of  estate  on  Berwick  Park 
lie  paid  to  Nathan  Morse,  attorney,  for  James 
Deshon. 

Grace  P.  Gilman,  that  the  balance  arising  from 
tax  sale  of  estate  on  Sheridan  avenue  be  paid  to 
S.  A.  Gilman. 

Ellen  T.  Dee,  that  certain  fees  for  liquor 
licenses  paid  by  her  be  refunded. 

James  McLaughlin,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries to  his  horse  caused  by  falling  through  an 
iron  sewer  grating  at  corner  of  River  and  Wash- 
ington streets,  Ward  24,  Aug.  2,  1886. 

To  the  Committee  on  Bridges— P.  Henry  Boyle, 
engineer  at  Congress-street  bridge,  for  an  in- 
crease of  salary. 

To  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts— Sher- 
iff of  Stiffolk  county,  for  changes  in  salaries  of 
officers  at  the  county  jail. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  (Aid.)— William 
Diotz,  to  occupy  a  new  wooden  building  for  two 
burses,  on  Dorset  street,  Ward  15. 

George  D.  Hall,  to  occupy  a  new  wooden  build- 
ing for  one  horse,  on  Prospect  street,  near  Milton 
avenue.  Ward  24. 

N.  Y.  Brintnall.to  occupy  an  old  wooden  build- 
ing for  32  horses,  No.  36  Miller  street,  Ward  5. 

Henry  J.  Godfrey,  to  occupy  an  old  wooden 
building  for  one  horse,  on  lot  at  junction  of 
Adams  street  and  Dorchester  avenue,  Ward  24. 

William  Tobin,  to  occupy  a  new  wooden  build- 
ing for  two  horses,  on  rear  of  Paul  Gore  street, 
near  Centre  street,  Ward  23. 

To  the  Coinmitlee  on  raring.— T.  Quincy 
Brown  and  others,  that  the  widening  and  grad- 
ing of  Wait  street,  Ward  22,  be  completed  at  an 
early  date. 

Jane  B.  Lapham,  that  the  edgeStone  assess- 
ment of  $18.40  against  her  estate,  No.  22  Bod  well 
si  reel,  be  abated. 

Children's  Hospital,  J.  M.  Sears,  treasurer,  for 
an    abatement    of    the    assessment    of   $70.04 
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against  its  estate  on  Gainsboro  street,  for  edge- 
stones. 

J.  H.  Coon  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  occupy  the  land 
corner  Causeway  and  Merrimac  streets  taken 
for  the  Staniford-street  extension  for  building 
purposes  for  the  space  of  four  months. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  —William,  C. 
Hunneman  and  others,  that  the  order  allowing 
coasting  on  Forest  street,  Roxbuiy,  be  re- 
scinded. 

COASTING  ON  WESTVILLE  STREET. 

A  petition  was  received,  signed  by  D.  J.  Sew- 
ell  and  others,  asking  that  permission  be  given 
to  coast  on  Westville  street. 

In  connection  with  the  above  Aid.  Capen, 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  offered  an  order — 
That  coasting  be  allowed  on  Westville  street, 
from  Draper  street  in  Ward  24,  under  such  re- 
strictions as  the  Board  of  Police  may  see  fit  to 
impose. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

COASTING  IN  CHARLESTOWN. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the 
Board  of  Police,  in  the  matter  of  the  petition  of 
William  B.  Jennings  and  others,  that  coasting 
on  double-runners  be  allowed  in  some  one  of  the 
streets  in  Charlestown ;  referred  to  the  Board 
Jan.  17th,  1887,  to  select  one  of  the  streets  for 
coasting  purposes,  recommending  that  Blinker 
Hill  street  from  North  Mead  street  to  the  junc- 
tion of  Main  and  Medford  streets  be  allowed  for 
the  purpose,  and  that  they  have  instructed  the 
captain  of  Division  15  to  permit  the  same  under 
the  usual  restrictions. 

Placed  on  file. 

COASTING  ON  ANAWAN  AVENUE. 

A  petition  was  received,  signed  by  Justin 
Campbell  and  others,  boys  of  West  Roxbury, 
asking  that  permission  be  given  to  coast  on 
Auawan  avenue. 

In  connection  with  the  above.  Aid.  Lee,  under 
a  suspension  of  the  rule,  offered  an  order — That 
coasting  be  allowed  on  Anawan  avenue.  West 
Roxbury,  during  the  present  season,  under  such 
restrictions  and  conditions  as  the  Board  of 
Police  may  see  fit  to  impose. 

Passed,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Joint  rules  and  orders  of  the  City  Council 
adopted  in  concurrence,  with  several  amend- 
ments. 

The  question  was  on  concurrence  in  the 
amendment  to  Section  4,  Rule  2,  and  Aid.  Mc- 
Laughlin offered  the  following  as  a  substitute : 

"4.  A  Committee  on  Finance.to  consist  of  three 
aldermen  and  five  councilmen,  to  whom  shall 
be  referred  all  applications  for  expenditures 
which  involve  a  loan,  or  a  transfer  of  any  part 
of  an  appropriation  named  in  the  general  ap- 
propriation order,  or  from  the  reserved  fund." 

The  Chairman — The  adoption  of  the  substi- 
tute will  leave  the  rule  substantially  the  same 
as  it  was  last  yeaiv 

The  Chairman — The  committee  reported  in 
favor  of  making  the  Finance  Committee  for  the 
current  year  consist  of  five  aldermen  and  five 
councilmen.  Why  that  change  was  made  I  am 
at  a  loss  to  understand,  and  certainly  I  am  un- 
able to  explain  it.  But  it  is  very  certain  that 
there  was  no  difficulty  about  the  composition  of 
the  committee  last  year.  It  then  consisted  of 
three  aldermen  and  five  councilmen.  It  was 
then  quite  large  enough  for  all  practical  pur- 
poses. I  hope  we  shall  adopt  the  substitute 
offered  by  the  alderman  on  the  other  side  of  the 
chamber.  A  larger  committee  would  be  rather 
unwieldy,  and  I  am  in  favor  of  the  number  pro- 
posed by  the  substitute,  inasmuch  as  it  reduces 
the  committee  from  10  members  to  eight. 

The  substitute  was  adopted. 

The  Chairman— The  adoption  of  the  substi- 
tute does  away  with  the  amendment  of  the 
Council  striking  "out  "shall"  and  inserting 
"may"  in  the  same  section. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll,  the  Baard  voted 
to  adhere  to  their  former  action  on  Rule  3,  sec- 
ond line,  and  non-concurred  in  the  Council's 
amendment  to  insert  "joint,"  and  to  authorize 
joint  special  committees  to  choose  their  own 
chairman. 

The  Board  concurred  in  the  Council's  amend- 
ment to  Rule  18,  in  relation  to  prices  for  car- 
riages. 

Sent  down. 


Sixteenth  report  of  Record  Commissioners. 
Placed  on  file. 

Reference  to  directors  of  East  Boston  ferries 
of  order  requesting  superintendent  of  same  to 
place  a  horse  on  each  side  of  South  ferry  at  low 
tide  and  in  slippery  weather,  to  aid  teamsters. 
Concurred. 

Order  that  the  papers  in  relation  to  the  Kear- 
sarge  burial-ground  be  taken  from  the  files  of 
last  vear  and  referred  to  a  joint  special  commit- 
tee, and  Messrs.  Whitmore,  Thayer  and  Whall 
were  appointed  on  part  of  Common  Council. 
Passed  in  concurrence.  Subsequently  the  chair- 
man appointed  Aids.  ST.  G.  Smith  and  Capen  on 
said  committee. 

Order  directing  the  city  auditor  to  furnish  a 
statement  showing  the  annual  expenditures 
since  1874  for  various  departments. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— It  strikes  me  that  that 
order  will  entail  a  large  expense.  I  do  not  think 
it  is  necessary  to  rush  it  through. 

On  motion  ot  Aid.  McLaughlin,  the  order  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Order  that  Messrs.  Whitmore,  Lauten,  and  E. 
Sullivan,  with  such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
may  join,  be  a  joint  special  committee,  to  whom 
shall  be  referred  all  matters  relating  to  the  new 
Court  House.  Passed  in  concurrence.  Subse- 
quently the  chairman  appointed  Aid.  McLaugh- 
lin ancl  Haynes  on  said  committee. 

Order  that  five  members  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, with  such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may 
join,  be  a  special  committee  to  consider  and  re- 
port on  all  matters  relating  to  the  subiect  of  the 
proposed  new  bridge  to  Cambridge,  and  Messrs. 
J.  Gallagher,  Dewey,  J.  J.  Murphy,  Sanger,  and 
Tracy  were  appointed  on  part  of  Common  Coun- 
cil. Passed  m  concurrence.  Subsequently  the 
chairman  appointed  Aid.  N.  G.  Smith,  Capen.- 
and  Broinwich  on  said  committee. 

Order  requesting  the  superintendent  of  public 
buildings  to  include  in  his  estimate  a  sum  suf- 
ficient to  provide  quarters  for  Hook  and  Ladder 
No.  5,  and  also  for  the  Municipal  Court.  Passed 
in  concurrence. 

Order  that  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  instruct  the  superintendent  of  health  to  take 
all  necessary  precautions  to  prevent  the  rise  of 
surface  water  at  the  foot  of  Shirley  street,  Ward 
20 ;  also  to  have  the  gutters  and  catch-basins  at 
the  junction  of  Hampden  and  Farnham  streets 
in  order  in  case  of  a  thaw.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Communication  from  city  auditor,  with  order 
that  the  superintendent  of  public  buildings  be 
directed  to  provide  lockers  for  the  use  of  the 
members  of  the  Common  Council,  at  an  expense 
not  exceeding  the  sum  of  S500 ;  said  sum  to  be 
transferred  for  the  purpose  from  the  appropria- 
tion for  Albany-street  bridge.  Referred,  on 
motion  of  Aid.  Lee,  to  the  Finance  Committee. 

Order  that  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested  to  include  in  their  estimate 
of  expenditures  for  the  financial  year  1887-88,  a 
sum  sufficient  to  extend  Columbus  avenue  to 
Ruggles  street.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee 
on  Streets,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan. 

Notice  of  appointment  of  joint  standing  and 
joint  special  committees  on  the  part  of  the  Com- 
mon Council.    Placed  on  file. 

Order  for  an  appropriation  of  $5000  for  the  en- 
tertainment of  distinguished  visitors  during  the 
present  year.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Resolves  expressing  the  sense  of  the  City 
Council  as  adverse  to  the  proposed  reorganiza- 
tion of  the  Boston  Navy  Yard,  and  asking  the 
members  of  Congress  from  this  State  to  en- 
deavor to  prevent  such  action.  Passed  in  con- 
currence. 

Notice  of  the  rejection  by  the  Common  Coun- 
cil of  the  order  passed  by  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men for  the  adoption  of  temporary  joint  rules 
and  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  special  com- 
mittee to  prepare  permanent  rules.  Placed  on 
file. 

Order  that  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Mat- 
ters be  requested  to  appear  before  the  Legisla- 
ture and  advocate,  in  behalf  of  the  City  Council, 
the  abolition  of  tolls  on  the  East  Boston  ferries. 

Aid.  Sullivan— 1  hope  that  every  member  of 
this  Board  will  vote  for  that  order,  because  I 
think  they  will  be  doing  an  act  of  justice  to  the 
people  of  East  Boston.  They  are  taxed  now  for 
ferry  tolls  about  $35  a  year  for  every  person 
living  in  that  section  of  the  city,  besides  paying 
their  regular  proportion  of  taxes  on  real  estate, 
water,  and  everything  else  they  are  obliged  to 
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pay  taxes  on.  I  do  not  think  there  is  occasion 
for  any  extended  remarks  here.  I  believe  that 
every  member  understands  very  well  how  we 
are  situated  over  there,  and  I  hope  that  the  or- 
der will  pass,  if  not  unanimotxsly,  as  near  it  as 
possible. 

Aid.  Bromwich — I  am  glad  to  hear  the  alder- 
man from  East  Boston  speak  tip  for  his  section 
of  the  city  and  advocate  free  transit  from  that 
section  of  the  city  proper.  That  is  the  very  thing 
that  all  sections  of  the  city  should  advocate,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  parties  living  within  those 
boundaries,  whether  at  the  South  or  North 
Ends.  East  Boston  or  anywhere  else.  Now,  I 
certainly  shall  vote  to  give  free  access  to  the 
alderman's  section  of  the  city,  and  I  think  it  is 
the  duty  of  each  and  every  one  here  to  do  that. 
I  hope  it  will  not  be  many  weeks  before  I  sball 
ask  the  aldermen  here  to  give  us,  in  my  section, 
a  free  access  to  the  city  proper  over  the  Broad- 
way extension,  and  I  hope  it  will  he  given  just 
as  freely  and  with  as  good  feeling  as  I  shall  give 
my  vote  for  free  ferries  to  East  Boston. 

Aid.  Lee— Do  I  understand  the  alderman  to 
say  that  he  wants  free  access  over  the  Broad- 
way extension? 

Aid.  Bromwich— At  the  proper  time. 

Aid.  Lee— Does  he  mean  by  ferries  or  horse 
cars? 

Aid.  Bromwich— Ferries,  sir. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

CONFIRMATION  OF    EXECUTIVE   APPOINTMENTS. 

The  Board  next  took  up  the  special  assign- 
ments, viz.:  Confirming  sundry  appointments 
by  the  mayor. 

Directors  for  Public  Institutions. 

Jeremiah  H.  Mullane,  Edward  B.  Rankin,  and 
Thomas  R.  Mathews,  to  be  members  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  for  Public  Institutions. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  it  was  voted 
that  the  ballot  be  taken  on  the  three  names 
together. 

Committee— Aid.  N.  G.  Smith,  Maguire. 

Whole  number  of  ballots  11 ;  yes  11,  and  the  ap- 
pointments were  declared  confirmed. 
City  Engineer. 

William  Jackson  to  be  city  engineer. 

Committee— Aid.  Lee.  C.  W.  Smith. 

Whole  number- of  ballots  12;  yes  9,  no  3,  and 
the  appointment  was  declared  confirmed. 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 

James  C.  Tucker,  to  be  superintendent  of 
public  buildings. 

Assigned  for  one  week,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Ma- 
guire. 

Superintendent  of  Common,  Etc. 

William  Doogue,  to  be  superintendent  of  Com- 
mon, etc. 

A  protest  against  Mr.  Doogue's  confirmation 
was  received,  signed  by  Daniel  W.  Bugbee  and 
others. 

Aid.  Maguire  said  a  similar  communication 
had  been  acted  on  last  year. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll,  the  protest  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Common,  etc. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  ballot.  Committee — 
Aid.  Maguire,  Allen. 

Whole  number  of  ballots,  12;  yes,  12;  and  the 
appointment  was  declared  confirmed. 

Superintendent  •>)'  1 1<  alth. 
George  W.  Forristall  to  be  superintendent  of 
health, 

Laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of  Aid.  McLaugh- 
lin. 

Health  Oonimissioner. 
Samuel  H.  Durgin  to  bo  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Health. 
Committee— Aid.  N.  G.  Smith,  Capen. 
Whole  number  of  ballots,  12;  yes  11,  no  1,  and 
the  appointment  was  declared  confirmed. 
Commissioner  of  Cambridge  Bridges. 
Frederic  W.  Lincoln  to  be   Commissioner  of 
Cambridge  and  other  bridges. 
Committee— Aid.  Sullivan,  C.  W.  Smith. 
Whole  number  of  ballots  12 1  yes  12,  and  the 
appointment  was  declared  confirmed. 
Corporation  Counsel. 
Edward  P.  Nettleton  to  he  corporation  coun- 

Committee— Aid.  Haynes,  McLaughlin. 


Whole  number  of  ballots  12 ;  yes  11,  no  1,  and 
the  appointment  was  declared  confirmed. 
City  Solicitor. 

Andrew  J.  Bailey  to  he  city  solicitor. 
Committee — Aid.  Carroll,  Bromwich. 
Whole  number  of  ballots  12 ;  yes  12,  and  the  ap- 
pointment was  declared  confirmed. 

Commissioners  on  Cemeteries. 

Henry  W.  Putnam,  Charles  Hayden  and  Alfred 
G.  Harlow  to  be  Commissioners  on  Cemeteries 

On  motion  of  Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  the  three  were 
voted  for  on  one  ballot. 

Committee — Aid.  Allen,  Maguire. 

Whole  number  of  ballots  12;  yes  12,  and  the 
appointments  were  declared  confirmed. 

ASSISTANT  CITY  CLERK. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  Clerk's  Office,  ) 
Boston,  Jan.  19,  1887.  f 
To  the  Honorable  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston. 

I  respectfully  inform  you  that  I  have  this  day 
appointed  John  T.  Priest  to  be  assistant  city 
clerk,  that  said  appointment  has  beei.  'proved 
by  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  and  that  sn  Priest 
has  been  duly  qualified.  J.  H.  O'l   riL. 

City  _:erk. 
Sent  down. 

REPORTS  OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Schedules  of  cost  of  edgestones  and  brick  side- 
walks in  Utica  street,  Whitmore  street  and 
Woodward  avenue  were  received  from  the 
superintendent  of  streets. 

Orders  were  passed  to  assess  and  collect  one 
half  the  cost  thereof. 

Annual  report  of  the  directors  of  East  Boston 
Ferries  188G  (City  Doc.  12).    Sent  down. 

Annual  report  of  the  sealer  of  weights  and 
measures  for  1886  (City  Doc.  17).    Sent  down. 

Report  of  the  Commissioner  on  West  Boston, 
Canal  and  Prison  Point  bridges  for  1886  (City 
Doc.  19).    Sent  down. 

THE  HEATER  PIECE  ON  WATER  AND  WASHINGTON 
STREETS. 

The  following  was  received  and  referred  toithe 
Joint  Committee  on  Streets : 

Office  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  ( 
Boston,  Jan.  24,  1887.  ) 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council. 

The  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  have  to 
report  that  the  existing  lease  of  the  premises, 
land  and  wrooden  buildings,  belonging  to  the 
City  of  Boston  on  Water  street,  at  the  corner  of 
Washington  street,  terminates  May  31  next. 

The  commissioners  would  respectfully  suggest 
that,  in  conformity  with  Section  1  of  Chapter  41 
of  the  revised  ordinances,  an  order  be  passed  in 
the  City  Council  authorizing  them  to  make  a 
new  lease  of  this  estate. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners, 
J.  H.  Jenkins, 

Clerk. 

commonwealth  avenue,  extension  of. 
The  following  was  received: 

In  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  ( 
Jan.  24,  1887.  ) 

Ordered,  That  the  name  of  that  part  of  Brigh- 
ton avenue  leading,  in  continuation  of  Common- 
wealth avenue  from  Beacon  street  to  Massachu- 
setts avenue,  be  changed^to  and  that  it  be  here- 
after known  as  Commonwealth  avenue. 

Passed  ami  sent  In  the  Board  of  Aldermen  for 
confirmation 

John  P.  Dork, 
Isaac  S.  Bcrrell, 
Hugh  E.  Brady, 
Street  Commissioners. 
The  Board  voted  to  confirm  the  action  of  the 
Street  Commissioners. 

sale  of  baggage. 
Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  submitted  the  following: 
The  special  committee  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, appointed  to  examine  the  articles  of  un- 
claimed baggage,  remaining  in  the  passenger 
station  of  the  Boston  &  Lowell  Railroad  Com- 
pany, and  report  what  action  may  bo  necessary 
under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  96  of  the  Public 
Statutes,  respectfully  report  that  they  have 
made  the  required  examination  and  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  following  order: 
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Ordered,  That  the  Boston  &  Lowell  Railroad 
Company  be  authorized  to  sell  at  public  auction, 
within  ninety  days  from  the  passage  of  this 
order,  and  after  publication  of  the  time  and 
place  of  said  sale,  according  to  law,  the  articles 
left  and  remaining  unclaimed  at  the  station  of 
said  company  in  the  city  of  Boston. 

Report  accepted ;  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

FANEUIL  HALL. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Faneuil  Hall,  recommending  that 
leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  conditions  to  use 
said  hall  by  B.  Read  "Wales  and  others,  on 
Friday,  Jan.  28,  1887,  at  the  close  of  the  encamp- 
ment of  the  Department  of  Massachusetts,  G. 
A.  R.,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  a  banquet. 

Report  accepted  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC    VIEWS  OF    SYDNEY,   AUSTRALIA. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  on  the 
part  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  within  message  of  His  Honor  the 
Mayor,  transmitting  a  communication  from  the 
town  clerk  of  Sydney,  Australia,  in  reference  to 
a  series  of  photographic  views  forwarded  Oct.  7, 
of  the  principal  streets  and  buildings  in  Sydney, 
beg  leave  to  report  that  the  said  photographic 
views  have  been  received  as  mentioned  in  the 
communication.  In  the  judgment  of  your  com- 
mittee there  seems  to  be  no  proper  place  in  City 
Hall  for  their  proper  preservation  or  inspection, 
hence  they  would  recommend  the  placing  of 
said  gifts  in  the  Public  Library  building,  in 
charge  of  the  trustees. 

They  would,  therefore,  respectfully  ask  for 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  series  of  21  photographic 
views  of  the  principal  streets  and  buildings  in 
Sydney,  the  gift  of  the  Municipal  Council  of 
Sydney,  Australia,  to  the  city  of  Boston,  be  and 
the  same  are  hereby  accepted,  and,  for  their 
proper  preservation  and  inspection  they  be 
placed  in  the  Public  Library  building,  in  charge 
of  the  trustees,  also  that  His  Honor  the  Mayor 
be  requested  to  suitably  acknowledge  the  gift. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

FRANKLIN     FUND. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following: 
The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  ac- 
counts of  Samuel  F.  McCleary,  treasurer  of  the 
"Franklin  fund,"  have  attended  to  that  duty, 
and  respectfully  report  that  they  find  said  ac- 
counts have  been  correctly  kept,  and  the  inter- 
est on  loans  duly  collected  and  deposited.  The 
securities  for  said  fund  were  also  examined  by 
the  committee  and  were  all  found  to  be  in 
proper  condition. 

The  amount  of  said  fund  at  this  date  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

Amount  of  fund,  Feb.  1,  1886 §315,207  54 

Amount  of  interest  accrued 12,591.91 

Value  of  fund  at  this  date $327,799  45 


INVESTMENT. 

Policies  in  Massachusetts  Hospital  Life  Insur- 
ance Company: 

No.  2095 $316,811  79 

No.  2230 5,119  09 

No.3831 2,967  72 

$324,898  60 

Deposits  in  Suffolk  Savings  Bank 2,220  72 

Balance  of  bonds  tor  loans 680  00 

Cash 13 

Total $327,799  45 

TillyVynes,}00™1^^- 
Accepted. 

LICENSES. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Licenses : 

Reports  that  licenses  be  "granted  to  sundry 
newsboys  and  bootblacks.  Accepted,  and 
licenses  granted  on  the  usual  conditions. 

Report  that  a  license  be  granted  to  A.  C.  Car- 
penter for  exhibition  of  psychology  at  Horticul- 
tural Hall  for  the  season  ending  Aug.  1,  1887. 
Accepted,  and  license  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions. 

LEASE  OF  LAND  UNDER  BROADWAY  BRIDGE. 

Aid.  Capen  offered  an  order— That  the  order 


to  lease  to  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Com- 

Eany  the  land  under  Broadway  bridge  between 
iehigh  street  and  the  channel,  which  was  re- 
ferred by  the  last  Board  of  Aldermen  to  this  city 
government,  betaken  from  the  files  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules.  Sent 
down. 

CLAIM  OF  JOHN  SHEEHAN. 

Aid.  Mclaughlin  offered  an  order— That  the 
pay  of  John  Sheehan,  who  was  injured  while  at 
work  in  the  Health  Department  and  temporari- 
ly disabled,  be  continued  during  the  period  of 
his  disability,  and  that  the  city  treasurer  be  au- 
thorized to  pay  the  same  to  the  said  John  Shee- 
han.   Referred  to  Committee  on  Health  (Aid.) 

EXTENSION  OF  TUFTS   STREET. 

Aid.  Haynes  offered  an  order— That  the  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners  be  requested  to  include 
in  their  estimate  of  expenditures  for  the  fiscal 
year  of  1887  a  sum  sufficient  to  open  and  com- 
plete the  extension  of  Tufts  street,  from  Lincoln 
to  Kingston  street,  to  a  uniform  width  of  40  feet. 
Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Sent 
down. 

STABLES. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  reports  that  leave  be 

fi-anted,  on  the  usual  conditions,  to  occupy  sta- 
les as  follows : 

W.  W.  Marsh,  Cambridge  street,  near  Union 
square,  Ward  25. 

Edward  Smith,  14  Spring-park  avenue. 
Ward  23. 

Reports  accepted  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions.  Aid.  Carroll  moved  to  recon- 
sider; lost. 

LAND  DAMAGES. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  orders  to  pay,  on  the 
usual  conditions,  for  land  taken  and  all  dam- 
ages oecassioned  by  the  laying  out  of  streets  as 
follows : 

Bernard  S.  McNellis.  $3200  ;  William  H. 
Quigley,  $1000;  Susan  McCarthy,  $1910;  James 
Flanagan,  $3550;  and  Edward  Riley  $200.  for 
damages  occasioned  by  the  laying  out  of  Sack- 
ville  (formerly  Webster)  street,  and  by  grading 
said  street  to  the  grade  established  therefor. 

NEW  WARD-ROOM  FOR  WARD  TWO. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an  order— That  the  su- 
perintendent of  public  buildings  be  requested  to 
include  in  his  estimates  for  the  ensuing  financial 
year,  the  sum  of  $10,000,  for  a  new  ward-room 
for  the  citizens  of  Ward  2.  Passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

NEW   SCHOOLHOUSE,   ADAMS  DISTRICT. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an  order— That  the 
city  architect  be  requested  to  include  in  his  esti- 
mate for  the  ensuing  financial  year  the  sum  of 
$40,000  for  a  site  and  building  for  a  new  primary 
school  in  the  Adams  District,  East  Boston. 
Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Sent 
down. 

STONY-BROOK  BETTERMENTS. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  an  order— That  the  schedule 
of  betterments  assessed  on  owners  of  property 
adjacent  to  Stony  brook,  prepared  and  presented 
to  the  City  Council  in  the  year  1885  by  the  Com- 
missioners on  Stony  Brook,  be  taken  from  the 
files  and  referred  to  the  Special  Committee  on 
Stony  Brook.  Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule. 

PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  an  order— That  His  Honor  the 
Mayor  be  requested  to  petition  the  General 
Court,  at  its  present  session,  for  such  changes  as 
may  be  found  necessary  in  the  act  incorporating 
the  trustees  of  the  Public  Library  of  the  city  of 
Boston.  Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 
Sent  down. 

PREVENTION  OF  FLOOD. 

Aid.  Maguire  offered  an  order— That  the 
superintendent  of  sewers  be  directed  to  take 
prompt  and  decisive  measures  to  prevent  the 
waters  of  Stony  brook  from  overflowing  that 
portion  of  Roxbury  known  as  the  "flooded  dis- 
trict." 

Aid.  Maguire— At  the  present  time  the  brook 
is  overflooded.  and  the  people  in  the  large  fac- 
tories were  obliged  to  move  out  today  on  ac- 
count of  the  flood.  The  engines  could  not  work, 
and  it  does  seem  to  me  that  something  decisive 
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should  be  done  at  the  present  time,  or  they  will 
have  the  same  trouble  that  they  did  last  year.  I 
hope  that  it  will  be  referred  to  that  committee, 
as  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Sewers  is 
a  member  of  the  Stony  Brook  Committee,  and 
as  he  is  chairman  of  that  committee  I  have  no 
doubt  but  what  it  will  be  promptly  attended  to. 
Therefore  I  move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Sewers. 

The  chairman  read  the  order,  at  tl*e  request 
of  Aid.  Lee. 

Aid.  Lke— I  am  somewhat  surprised,  sir,  at  an 
order  of  that  character  and  kind  being-  placed 
before  this  Board  at  the  present  time.  If  the 
alderman  who  has  presented  that  order  here, 
sir,  had  gone  to  the  office  of  the  superintendent 
of  sewers  he  would  have  found  that  during  the 
last  48  hours  the  superintendent  has  been  con- 
stantly at  work  trying  to  remedy  whatever  de- 
fects there  might  be  so  as  to  prevent  a  flood  oc- 
curring in  that  district ;  and  the  gentleman,  Mr. 
Chairman,  who  has  offered  the  order,  is  better 
qualified  to  judge  of  the  defects  and  knows  cer- 
tainly more  about  it  than  I  do,  having  been  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Alderman  last  year  and 
a  member  of  the  City  Council  for  many  years. 
He  knows  that  the  superintendent  of  sewers, 
even,  if  a  flood  was  to  pour  down  on  the  inhabi- 
tants of  that  district  tonight,  has  not  the  means 
at  hand  to  do  the  first  thing  towards  remedying 
it.  and  it  seems  to  me  that  an  order  is  ill-timed 
to  direct  a  head  of  a  department  who  has  been 
and  who  is  at  the  present  time  doing  everything 
that  lies  in  his  power  to  prevent  any  recurrence 
of  the  same  occurrence  that  happened  last  year, 
and  I  move  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
order. 

The  Chair  decided  the  motion  to  indefinitely 
postpone  out  of  order,  the  motion  to  refer  taking 
precedence. 

Aid.  Magulre— In  answer  to  the  alderman  I 
would  say  that  he  contradicts  himself.  In  the 
first  place  he  tells  us  that  everything  has  been 
done  that  can  be  done,  and  that  the  superintend- 
ent has  been  working  there  for  4S  hours.  Now, 
it  is  because  I  know  what  is  being  done  that  1 
have  put  in  that  order.  I  saw  two  men  trying  to 
dig  out  the  catch  basins  out  there  when  there 
ought  to  be  a  hundred  men,  and  as  the  gentleman 
is  chairman  of  theCommittee  on  Sewers  he  km  >\\  s 
as  well  as  I  do  that  transfers  can  be  made  to  the 
Sewer  Department  from  other  departments  and 
applied  for  that  purpose,  and  that  it  is  done  here 
almost  every  week.  I  say,  after  what  the  people 
in  that  neighborhood  suffered  last  year,  it  is  ill— 
timed  on  the  part  of  any  member  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  to  attempt  to  defeat  anything  which 
will  go  towards  preventing  a  recurrence  of  thai 
flood.  Before  I  came  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
today  I  had  fully  20  people  call  upon  me  this 
morning  who  were  large  manufacturers  out 
there,  and  who  had  to  stop  their  factories  on  ac- 
count of  the  flood  getting  in  and  stopping  the 
engines,  and  when  I  came  here  this  afternoon 
the  flood  was  going  into  the  cellars  all  around 
there. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  have  no  doubt  that  what 
the  alderman  on  my  right  says  is  partially  true— 
a  great  deal  of  it  may  be  true— but  I  think  the 
head  of  that  department  is  perfectly  willing  to 
listen  to  any  complaints  or  any  advice. 

Aid.  Maouire— If  the  alderman  will  allow  me, 
I  will  say  that  I  do  not  want  to  be  considered  ;is 
finding  fault  with  the  superintendent  of  sewers, 
but  if  the  superintendent  of  sewers  is  not  di- 
rected and  furnished  with  the  means  by  the 
committee  to  prevent  this  flood  of  course  we 
cannot  expect  anything  from  him.  What  I  want 
is  an  order  to  that  effect  passed  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  have  no  doubt  that  the  gen- 
tleman wants  such  an  order  passed  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  to  do  certain  things  that  he 
must  know  very  well  cannot  be  done.  It  is  very 
well  for  us  to  get  up  here  and  make  a  very  long 
talk  about  what  we  want,  but  the  difficulty  is 
getting  the  means  to  do  it  with.  It  is  very  wel  1 
to  go  on  record  here  in  regard  to  a  wonderful 
thing  that  we  want  to  have  done,but  the  principal 
thing  is  getting  the  means  to  do  it  with.  Now  if 
1  understand  the  alderman  that  department  has 
got  everything  that  they  could  out  there  that 
was  in  their  power  since  the  last  flood  and  have 
worked  every  point  that  they  knew  how  in  order 
to  get  sufficient  funds  to  obviate  the  diffi- 
culty which  now  exists  there,  and  I  believe  that 
the  committee  are  doing  so  at  the  present  time. 


If  this  is  t'o  cast  any  stigma  or  any  slur  in  any 
manner  upon  the  heads  of  any  department  who 
have  not  the  means  to  defend  themselves  I  hope 
they  will  not  be  placed  in  that  position. 

Aid.  Maguire — The  people  have  rights. 

Aid.  Bromwich— Yes,  sir ;  I  know  the  people 
have  rights,  and  so  the  Board  of  Aldermen  have 
certain  ways  of  doing  things.  We  can  strike  at 
the  head  which  controls  the  finances  instead  of 
striking  at  these  parties  who  have  their  hands 
tied.  I  do  not  know  whether  this  is  casting  any 
stigma  upon  the  superintendent  of  sewers  or 
not.  If  it  does  so  it  is  wrong,  and  I  hope  that  if 
it  does  so  the  motion  of  the  alderman  opposite 
will  prevail,  if  it  is  in  order.  I  do  not  like  to 
place  blame  where  it  does  not  belong.  Some- 
thing should  be  done  for  Stony  brook,  and  it  lies 
with  those  who  have  more  power  and  authority 
than  the  superintendent  of  sewers  now  has  to 
take  some  action.  It  is  their  duty  to  provide,  if 
they  think  proper,  for  such  emergencies  as  this, 
and  if  they  do  not  provide  or  recommend  a  pro- 
vision for  the  same,  why  then  of  course  we  are 
not  to  blame,  and  then  the  blame  will  rest  on 
them.  You  must  go  right  to  the  fountain-head 
and  show  the  powers  in  authority  what  they' 
ought  to  do. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  want  to  be  quoted  correctly. 
I  am  not  finding  fault  with  the  superintendent 
of  sewers.  As  the  gentleman  knows,  there  is  a 
petition  going  before  the  Legislature  for  §600,- 

000  to  complete  the  brook,  but  this  is  only  for 
temporary  use.  It  is  to  open  these  cesspools  and 
to  let  this  water  out  as  soon  as  possible.  Last 
year  the  trouble  arose  not  only  because  there 
was  not  anything  done  there,  but  because  the 
men  who  had  charge  of  the  gatehouses  were 
asleep,  and  the  alderman  knows  s< miet hing about 
that. 

Aid.  Lee— Mav  I  be  permitted  to  ask  the  alder- 
man a  question? 

Aid.  Maguire— Yes,  sir. 

Aid.  Lee— I  would  like  to  inquire  of  the  alder- 
man what  the  superintendent  of  sewers  has  to 
do  with  the  opening  of  cesspools'? 

Aid.  Maguire— He  has  this  much  to  do  with 
it,  that  I  know  he  has  a  man  employed  in  my 
district  who  does  nothing  else  but  look  after 
cesspools  at  the  present  time. 

Aid.  Carroll— You  mean  catchbasins;  there 
is  a  difference. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  mean  cesspools.  And  now 
what  I  want  to  say  is  this,  that  I  am  not  finding 
fault  with  the  superintendent  of  sewers.  I  know 
that  we  cannot  get  money  enough  to  complete 
Stony  brook  until  the  Legislature  grants  it  to 
us.  But  what  we  can  get,  we  want  to  get,  and  I 
know  that  there  are  thousands  of  dollars  spent 
here  for  buncombe  every  year  that  might  just 
as  well  be  spent  in  taking  care  of  just  such  mat- 
ters as  this.  I  only  say  this  because  for  the  year 
past  I  have  been  trying  to  get  this  money  appro- 
priated, and  we  have  up  to  the  nresent  time  got 
nothing.  Now  we  are  met  with  heavy  rains, 
which  come  down  from  the  districts  where  some 
of  these  gentlemen  live,  and  we  do  not  waul 
that  water  coming  down  there  on  our  ter- 
ritory, and  it  will  come  unless  we  get  some 
means  to  take  care  of  it. 

Aid.  Bromwich— If  the  alderman  will  allow 
me  one  moment;  I  would  say  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  aldermen,  that  there  is  a  despatch 
which  has  just  arrived  which  says  that  the 
water  has  fallen  six  inches  since  2  o'clock. 

The  question  was  on  the  reference  of  the 
order, 

Aid.  Carroll— I  desire  to  say  that  if  the 
alderman  insists  upon  the  passage  of  the  order, 

1  will  cheerfully  support  the  motion  of  Aid. 
Lee,  because  1  think  that  the  order  itself  is  a 
reflection  on  a  man  whom  I  personally  know 
has  been  on  that  work  himself.  I  saw  a  tele- 
phone despatch  from  him  today  wherein  he  was 
describing  to  his  associates  the  condition  of 
things  out  at  Stony  brook,  and  he  is  cer- 
tainly doing  all  that  he  can  do  at  the 
present  time  to  remedy  the  difficulty.  I  think 
that  if  we  pass  a  motion  of  that  kind  at  the 
present  time,  to  instruct  him  to  do  what  he  is 
now  doing,  that  we  are  casting  a  reflection  upon 
him,  and  I  would  ask  the  alderman  to  withdraw 
the  motion. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  do  not  mean  to  cast  any  re- 
flection upon  the  superintendent  of  sewers,  but 
I  say  that  when  there  are  two  men  at  work 
where  50  men  are  needed,  those  two  men  can- 
not do  the  work  of  DO  men. 
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Aid.  Carroll— Well,  what  is  he  going  to  do 
about  it? 

Aid.  Maguire— Get  a  transfer  from  the  com- 
mittee. "We  can  obtain  money  by  a  transfer  in 
that  way  as  has  been  done  at  every  meeting  of 
this  Board. 

Aid.  Lee — I  desire  to  correct  one  statement 
made  by  the  alderman  from  the  ninth  district, 
and  that  is  this:  He  claims  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
Ihe  superintendent  of  sewers  to  keep  the  catch 
basins  open.  I  have  not  been  se  long  a  member  of 
this  Board  as  the  alderman  has,  and  I  have  not 
had  such  ample  time,  probably,  to  study  up  the 
ordinances  as  the  gentleman  from  the  ninth 
district  has,  hut  I  rind  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
superintendent  of  health  to  do  that  work,  and 
it  seems  to  me  that  if  this  is  an  order  to  open  up 
the  mouths  of  catch  basins  he  should  direct  the 
order  to  the  superintendent  of  health,  and  if  it 
is  in  relation  to  gutters  it  should  come  under 
the  charge  of  the  superintendent  of  streets. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  will  state  for  the  gentle- 
man's information  that  there  is  a  man  appointed 
by  the  superintendent  of  sewers  who  looks  after 
laboring  men  who  do  that  work  right  in  my 
own  district.  What  department  he  belongs  to 
or  works  for  I  do  not  know,  only  I  know  that  he 
gets  his  pay  from  the  sewer  office. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  desire  to  say  to  the  alder- 
man on  my  right  that  he  seems  to  be  favored 
very  much,  for  we  cannot  get  the  superintend- 
ent of  sewers  on  our  roads  to  do  anything,  and 
we  cannot  get  anyone  but  the  superintendent  of 
streets  to  do  that  work.  So  I  say  that  you  are 
more  favored  than  we  are,  and  yet  you  are  now 
coming  in  and  asking  for  still  more  privileges. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Sewers  (Aid.). 

PAT  OF  POLICEMEN. 

Aid.  Maguire  offered  the  following: 
An  Ordinance 
To  amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1885. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1885  is  hereby  amended  in  Section  1  by  strik- 
ing out  the  clause  establishing  the  pay  of  patrol- 
men in  the  Police  Department,  and  inserting  in 
place  thereof  the  following: 

"The  patrolmen,  if  in  the  first  year  of  their 
service,  $1000  per  annum ;  if  in  the  second  year 
of  their  service,  §1100  per  annum ;  and  if  they 
have  served  more  than  two  years,  §1200  per 
annum." 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Police. 

balloting  on  appointments. 
Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  offered  an  order— That  Rule 
6  of  the  Rules  of  the  Board  of   Aldermen  be 


amended    by    adding    thereto    the    following 

words : 

.  ''Nominations  of  city  officers  shall  be  acted 

upon  separately  whenever  any  member  shall  so 

require." 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Lee,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Rules — (Aid.) 

WARD  ROOM  FOR  WARD  11. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  offered  an  order— That  the 
superintendent  of  public  buildings  be  requested 
to  provide  a  more  convenient  location  for  the 
ward  room  for  the  citizens  of  Ward  11. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  the  question  was 
on  passage. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  rise  to  a  question  of  informa- 
tion. Is  it  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings, 
the  superintendent  of  public  buildings,  or  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  that  selects  ward  rooms? 

The  Chairman— For  the  information  of  the 
alderman  I  would  state  that  there  is  no  provis- 
ion of  law  compelling  the  city  to  provide  any 
wardrooms.  Therefore,  I  shall  have  to  rule  that 
the  order  is  in  proper  form  at  this  time. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

SALARY  OF    ASSISTANT  CLERK  OF    COMMITTEES. 

Aid.  Maguire  offered  the  following: 
An  Ordinance. 
To  amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1885. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Chapter  6,  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1885,  is  hereby  amended  in  Section  1,  in  the 
clause  establishing  the  salary  of  the  assistant 
clerk  of  committees,  by  striking  out  the  word 
"one"  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  word 
"two,"  and  by  striking  out  the  word  "eight"  and 
inserting  in  place  thereof  the  word  "five." 

Sect.  2.  The  said  increased  salary  shall  be 
payable  from  the  date  of  the  passage  of  this 
ordinance. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Contingent 
Expenses. 

EXTENSION  OF  GREENWOOD  STREET. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  offered  an  order— That  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  he  and  they 
hereby  are  requested  to  include  in  their  annual 
estimates  for  the  financial  year,  1887-8,  a  sum 
sufficient  in  their  opinion  to~pay  for  the  exten- 
sion of  Greenwood  street  to  Centre  street. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

COMMITTEE  ON  LAMP  DEPARTMENT. 

The  chairman  announced  that  an  error  had 
been  made  in  the  printed  list  of  the  Committee 
on  Lamp  Department,  and  that  .it  should  read: 
Aids.  Bromwich,  Maguire  and  C'apen.  instead  of 
Maguire,  Bromwich  and  Capen,  as  printed. 

Adjourned,  at  5.58  P.  M.,  on  motion  of  Aid. 
Capen. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 


Thursday,  Jail.  27, 1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  at 
7.30  P.M.,  President  Barry  in  the  chair. 

By  direction  of  the  president  the  roll  was 
called,  with  the  following  result : 

Present— Atwood,  Barry,  Bowman,  Burr,  Car-' 
roll,  Carstensen,  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Cochran, 
Coleman,  Connolly,  Davern,  Desmond.  Dolan, 
Fisher,  Foss,  Fottler,  Fowler,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Go- 
mez, Haggerty,  Harrington,  Hayes  Kelley,  Ladd, 
Lattiinore,  Lauten.  Leary,  Light,  Mc  Kerma,  F. 
Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  Murphy,  J.  J.  Mur- 
phy, Norton,  O'Mealey,  Perkins,  Perry,  E.  J. 
Powers,  Reilly,  Richards,  Sanger,  Shaw,  Short, 
Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan, 
Sundberg,  Teevens,  Tuttle,  Webster,  Whall, 
YVhitmore,  Wilson — 55. 

Absent— Blume,  Coyle,  Dewey,  Duggan,  Dunn, 
Frost,  J.  Gallagher,  Keliher,  Kennedy,  Maho- 
ney,  McEnaney,  McNary,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Nu- 
nan,  C.  C.  Powers,  Thayer,  Tracey — 17. 

KEYSTONE  FILES. 

Mr.  Whail  offered  an  order— That  the  super- 
intendent of  printing  be  authorized  to  procure 
for  the  desks  in  the  Common  Council  chamber 
such  number  of  Keystone  files  as  may  be  deemed 
required  to  replace  the  files  now  in  use ;  the  ex- 
pense attending  the  same  not  exceeding  §1.50 
each,  to  be  charged  to  the  contingent  fund  of  the 
Common  Council. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whall.  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Contingent  Expenses  of  the  Common 
Council. 

PAVING  OF  SECOND  STREET. 

Mr.  E.  J,  Powers  offered  an  order— That  the 
superintendent  of  streets  be  requested  to  include 
in  his  estimates  for  the  ensuing  financial  year 
the  sum  of  89000  to  pay  for  the  paving  of 
Second  street,  South  Boston,  between  I  and  L, 
streets. 

Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  suggest  that  that  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 
It  seems  to  me  that  that  is  the  only  disposal  we 
can  make  of  it.  We  have  really  nothing  to  do 
with  paving,  but  I  think  we  might  get  an  ex- 
pression in  that  way.  I  would  suggest  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations. 

DRINKING   FOUNTAIN   FOR    INDEPENDENCE 
SQUARE. 

Mr.  E.  J.  Powers  offered  an  order— That  the 
superinteudent  of  Common  and  public  grounds 
be  requested  to  include  in  his  estimates  for  the 
ensuing  financial  year  a  sum  sufficient  to  pay 
for  a  drinking  fountain  to  be  placed  in  Inde- 
pendence square. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  E.  J.  Powers,  to  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations. 

CLAIMS  FOR  OVERFLOW  OF  STONY  BROOK. 

Mr.  Fowler  offered  an  order— That  the  pa- 
pers of  last  year  that  were  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  claim  of  the  Boston  Belting  Com- 
pany be  taken  from  the  files  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Stony  Brook. 

Mr.  Fowler— As  this  is  a  mere  routine  matter, 
something  necessary  in  order  to  take  from  the 
files  the  papers  that  were  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee that  doesn't  exist  this  year,  and  refer  them 
to  a  proper  committee,  I  move  the  suspension 
of  all  the  rules  at  this  time  in  order  that  the  hill 
may  be  put  upon  its  passage. 

The  President— There  is  no  need  of  suspend- 
ing the  rules. 

The  order  was' read  a  second  time  and  passed. 
Sent  ui). 

THE  PAVING    OF  D  STREET. 

Mr.  Teevens  offered  an  order— That  the  su- 
perintendent of  streets  be  requested  to  include 
m  his  annual  estimates  of  expenditures  for  the 
financial  years  of  1887-88  a  sum  sufficient  to  pave 
D  street  with  granite  blocks. 


Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  to  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations. 

EAST  BOSTON  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Webster  offered  an  order — That  the  Fire 
Commissioners  consider  the  expediency  of 
adding  another  permanent  man  to  Hose  6,  East 
Boston. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fire  Depart- 
ment. 

WIDENING  OF  BATTERY  STREET. 

Mr.  Webster  offered  an  order— That  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  consider  the  ex- 
pediency of  widening  Battery  street  on  an  aver- 
age of  20  feet  on  the  south  side  from  Commer- 
cial street  to  the  ferry. 

Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

Later  in  the  session,  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule,  Mr.  Foss  offered  an  order— That  the  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners  be  requested  to  include 
in  their  estimates  for  the  ensuing  financial  year 
a  sum  sufficient  to  pay  for  widening  Battery 
street,  on  the  north  side,  between  Commercial 
street  and  the  ferry. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Foss,  to  tlie  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations. 

PARK  BETTERMENTS. 

Mr.  Davern  offered  an  order— That  all  claims 
for  reduction  or  abatement  of  assessments  on 
account  of  the  locating  and  laying  out  of  the 
public  parks  be  referred  to  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Claims,  who  shall  consult  the 
city  solicitor  and  report  such  settlements  as  they 
consider  just  and  equitable. 

Passed.    Sent  up. 

SCHOOL  MATTERS  REFERRED. 

Mr.  Leary  offered  an  order— That  the  reports 
and  papers  relating  to  public  schools,  referred 
to  this  City  Council  from  the  City  Council  of 
last  year,  be  taken  from  the  files  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Schools  and  Schoolhouses. 

Passed.    Sent  up. 

STONY-BROOK  FLOODS— TEMPORARY  RELIEF. 

Mr.  Connolly  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Stony  Brook  be  requested  to  con- 
sider and  report  to  the  City  Council  some  mea- 
sure that  will  afford  temporary  relief  from 
floods  occasioned  by  the  overflow  of  Stony  brook. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Short,  to  the  Spe- 
cial Committee  on  Stony  Brook. 

OCCUPATION  OF    STREETS    FOR    BUILDING    PUR- 
POSES. 

Mr.  Connolly  offered  the  following: 
An  Ordinance 
To  amend  Chapter  28  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1885. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1,  Chapter  28  of  the  Revised  Ordi- 
nances of  1885.  as  amended  by  Chapter  25  of  the 
Ordinances  of  1SS6,  is  hereby  further  amended 
by  striking  out  of  Section  8  of  said  ordinance 
all  after  the  word  "occupation"  in  the  tenth  line 
of  said  section,  and  inserting  the  following  in 
place  thereof: 

"And  the  person  to  whom  such  permit  is 
granted  shall  also  be  required  to  erect  and  main- 
tain, during  his  said  occupancy  of  the  public 
street,  a  way  for  the  use  of  foot-passengers,  at 
such  time  and  in  such  manner  as  the  said  in- 
spector may  direct," 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whall,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances. 

Later  in  the  session  Mr.  Whall  offered  an 
order — That  all  papers  relative  to  the  occupation 
of  streets  for  building  purposes  he  taken  from 
the  files  of  last  year  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances. 

Mr.  Whall— I  now  move  that  that  order  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  so 
that  it  will  not  require  concurrent  action ;  and 
that  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  will  have  be- 
fore it  the  whole  subject,  as  intended  incident- 
ally by  the  order  which  was  introduced  by  the 
gentleman  in  the  third  division  this  evening. 
That  brings  the  whole  subject  before  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mi-.  McNary— I  move  the  matter  be  assigned 
to  half  past  eight  this  evening,  for  this  reason : 
I  understand  there  is  some  question  and  con- 
flict between  the  two  committees  on  the  matter, 
and  therefore  I  move  it  be  assigned  to  half  past 
eight  this  evening.  The  matter  can  then  he  dis- 
cussed and  considered  properly. 
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Mr.  Whall- I  have  no  objection. 
The  order  was  assigned  to  8.30  P.M. 

CLEARING    OF    ICE    AND    SNOW    FROM    SCHOOL- 
HOUSE    YARDS. 

Mr.  Lauten  offered  an  order  —  That  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  consider  and  report 
what  action  should  be  taken  by  the  City  Coun- 
cil to  ensure  the  prompt  and  thorough  clearing 
of  schoolhouse  yards  of  snow  and  ice  at  all  times 
when  necessary. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitrnore,  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances. 

RELIEF    OF    MERCHANTS'    ROW    AND   NORTH 
STREET. 

Mr.  Lauten  offered  an  order— That  the  Com- 
mittee on  Laying  out  and  Widening  Street  be  re- 
quested to  consider  the  expediency  of  widening 
and  enlarging  the  archway  running  from  North 
Market  street  to  Blackstone  and  Fulton  streets, 
by  taking  the  lower  stories  of  the  stores  adjoin- 
ing said  archway,  for  the  purpose  of  relieving 
the  crowded  condition  of  Merchants'  row  and 
North  street :  and  that  said  committee  he  re- 
quested to  give  a  public  hearing  to  all  parties  in- 
terested in  the  above  improvement. 

Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

PREVENTION  OF  FIRES  ON  BEACON  HILL. 

Mr.  Fottler  offered  an  order— That  the  super- 
intendent of  streets  be  requested  to  make  ar- 
rangements for  clearing  the  snow  from  the 
following-named  streets  as  soon  as  possible  after 
a  snowstorm,  to  facilitate  the  operations  of  the 
fire  department  in  case  of  fire  on  Beacon  Hill, 
viz.: 

Temple  street,  from  Cambridge  street  toDerue 
street. 

Derne  street,  and  Myrtle  street  to  Anderson 
street. 

Beacon  street,  from  Tremont  street  to  Park 
street. 

Passed.    Sent  up. 

REMOVAL    OF    SNOW    AND    ICE    FROM    GUTTERS 
AND    SEWER  OPENINGS. 

Mr.  Wilson  offered  an  order— That  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  consider  the  advisability 
of  amending  Sections  G2,  63  and  G4  of  Chapter  28  of 
the  Revised  Ordinances  of  the  year  1885,  so  as  to 
provide  that  the  persons  therein  mentioned  shall 
likewise  remove  snow  and  ice  from  the  gutters 
and  sewer  openings  bordering  on  their  premises, 
or  so  as  to  provide  that  the  persons  mentioned 
in  said  section  shall  so  remove  the  snow  and  ice 
from  the  sidewalks  that  the  gutters  and  sewer 
openings  shall  not  be  obstructed. 

Specially  assigned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson, 
to  8.15  P.  M. 

Near  the  close  of  the  session  the  order  was 
called  up  by  Mr.  Wilson,  and  was,  on  his  motion, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

COMPLETION  OF  WHITING  STREET. 

Sir.  Norton  offered  an  order— That  the  super- 
intendent of  streets  be  requested  to  include  in 
his  estimate  for  the  ensuing  financial  year  a  sum 
sufficient  to  pay  for  putting  Whiting  street, 
Ward  21,  in  complete  condition  for  public  travel 
through  to  Moreland  street. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Norton,  to  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations. 

WARKEN  STREET  SIDEWALKS.  WARD  21. 

Mr.  Norton  offered  an  order— That  the  super- 
intendent of  streets  be  requested  to  include  in 
his  estimates  for  the  ensuing  financial  year  a 
sum  sufficient  to  provide  for  the  laying  of  side- 
walks, where  they  are  not  already  laid,  on  War- 
ren street.  Ward  21. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Norton,  to  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations. 

PAY   OF  POLICE  SERGEANTS. 

Mr.  J.  Murphy  offered  the  following: 
An  Ordinance 
To  Amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

Of  1885. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1885  is  hereby  amended  in  the  clause  estab- 
lishing the  pay  of  police  sergeants  by  striking 
out  all  after  the  word  "sergeant,"  and  inserting 
in  place  thereof  the  words  "fourteen  hundred 
dollars  per  annum." 

Section  2.  The  said  increased  salaries  shall  be 


payable  from  the  date  of  the  passage  of  this  or- 
dinance. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Murphy,  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Police. 

ALBANY-STREET  BRIDGE  REPAIRS. 

Mr.  Tracy  offered  an  order-  That  the  superin- 
tendent of  streets  be  directed  to  build  a  bridge 
for  foot-passengers  on  Albany  street  during  the 
repair  of  the  bridge. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Laying  Out  and  Widening  Streets. 

EXTENSION  OF  WILLARD  STREET. 

Mr.  Kelley  offered  an  order-  That  the  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners  be  requested  to  include 
1n  their  annual  estimates  for  the  financial  year 
of  1887  a  sum  sufficient  for  the  laying  out  and  ex- 
tension of  Willard  street,  through  to  Lowell 
street,  so  as  to  make  a  direct  thoroughfare  be- 
tween said  Lowell  street  and  Leverett  street. 

Mr.  Whttmore— I  move  to  refer  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations. 

Mr.  Kelley— I  hope  that  matter  will  not  he 
referred.  To  the  older  members  of  this  Council 
I  suppose — 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I 
object  to  any  debate,  if  the  gentleman  don't  wish 
the  reference. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken.  The  question  is  on  referring  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations. 

Mr.  Whitmore— As  the  gentleman  is  not  prob- 
ably familiar  with  the  rules,  and  may  desire  to 
speak  on  the  subject,  I  move  to  assign  to  8.15, 
instead  of  referring,  and  then  he  can  discuss  it. 

The  order  was  assigned  to  8.15  P.M. 

Later  in  the  session  the  order  was  called  up  by 
Mr.  Kelley,  and  on  his  motion  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations. 

reports  of  city  officers. 

Annual  reports  of  city  surveyor  (City  Doc.  15), 
of  superintendent  of  public  buildings  (City  Doc. 
20),  and  of  the  superintendent  of  health  (City 
Doc.  22.)    Severally  received  and  sent  up. 

HYDE  SCHOOL. 

A  request  was  received  from  the  School  Com- 
mittee that  the  City  Council  purchase  land,  25 
or  30  feet  front,  on  Hammond  street,  tor  the  en- 
largement of  the  lot  of  the  Hyde  schoolhouse. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Schools  and 
Schoolhouses. 

PETITIONS. 

Petition  of  Bridget  Mahoney,  to  be  refunded  a 
proper  portion  of  two  liquor  licenses  paid  by  her 
deceased  husband,  which  licenses  were  rendered 
void  by  his  death.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee 
on  Claims. 

Mr.  Sundberg  presented  the  petition  of  D.  S 
Lawrence,  draw  tender  of  south  draw,  Chelsea 
bridge,  lor  increase  of  salary.  Referred  to  Joint 
Committee  on  Bridges. 

Mr.  Kelley  presented  the  petition  of  Annie 
Coneannon  for  compensation  for  damages  sus- 
tained by  reason  of  ice  at  Washington  street  at 
its  junction  with  Friend  street.  Referred  to 
Joint  Committee  on  Claims. 
Printing. 

Mr.  Carroll  presented  the  following: 
To  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  the  Honorable  Board 

of  Aldermen  and  City  Council,  in  convention 

assembled. 

Gentlemen,— Your  petitioners,  the  printers  of 
the  city  of  Boston  (members  of  Boston  Typo- 
graphical Union,  No.  13),  State  of  Massachusetts, 
whose  signatures  are  hereunto  appended,  pray- 
eth  your  honorable  body  that  the  contract  for 
city  printing  be  given  to  no  person  contracting 
therefor  who  refuses  to  pay  the  recognized 
union  scale  of  prices  for  said  work  to  its  em- 
ployees, without  regard  to  sex,  and  that  such 
stipulation  be  provided  forin  the  contract,  the 
performance  of  which  shall  be  as  binding  as  any 
other  part  thereof.  Your  petitioners,  recogniz- 
ing the  justice  of  their  petition,  have  delegated 
three  of  their  number,  viz.,  Messrs.  William  A. 
Holland,  P.  J.  Guerin  and  Charles  G.  Wilkins,  to 
appear  before  your  honorable  body,  or  any  com- 
mit tee.  thereof,  to  represent  their  cause,  fully 
confident  that  their  petition  will  receive  that 
due  consideration  at  your  hands  which  the 
equity  thereof  demands. 

Signed  by  Charles  G.  Wilkins,  and  many 
others. 
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Referred  to  Committee  on  Printing. 
Horticultural  Society. 

Mr.  Ladd  presented  the  following : 

Massachusetts  Horticultural  Society,  I 

Boston,  27  Jan.,  1887.        ) 

To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of 

the  City  of  Boston. 

The  undersigned,  in  ohedience  to  a  vote  and 
in  the  name  of  the  Massachusetts  Horticultural 
Society,  respectfully  petitions  for  authority  to 
build,  under  such  conditions  as  may  hereafter 
he  arranged,  a  huilding  at  some  point  on  Boyls- 
ton  street  in  the  Puhlic  Garden,  to  be  used  for 
exhibitions  and  other  purposes  tending  to  en- 
courage and  improve  the  science  and  practice 
of  horticulture. 

This  petition  is  made  for  the  following  rea- 
sons :  The  exhibitions  of  the  society,  with  three 
exceptions  only.are  freely  open  to  all  visitors ;  the 
library  of  more  than  5000  bound  volumes,  prob- 
ably the  most  valuable  collection  of  horticultural 
books  in  the  world,  is  open  to  the  public ;  com  - 
petition  for  the  prizes  offered  by  the  society, 
amounting  this  year  to  $7000,  is  also  open  to  all 
without  restriction ;  the  halls  at  present  availa- 
ble for  the  purposes  of  the  society  are  insuffi- 
cient ;  to  procure  enough  land  in  a  convenient 
situation  for  proper  exhibition  halls  would  in- 
volve the  permanent  investment  of  a  sum  of 
money,  not  perhaps  beyond  the  resources  of 
the  society,  but  still  so  large  as  to  seriously 
diminish  the  ability  of  the  society  to  carry  out 
the  purposes  of  its  organization,  "the  encour- 
agement and  improvement  of  the  science  and 
practice  of  horticulture."  It  seems  peculiarly 
fitting  that  these  exhibitions  should  be  held  in 
the  Public  Garden  of  the  city,  and  the  provis- 
ions of  the  legislation  contained  in  Section  3  of 
Chapter  210  of  the  acts  of  1859,  seem  to  have  been 
made  in  view  of  the  possibility  of  such  use  of 
the  Public  Garden. 

In  conclusion,  I  respectfully  request  that  the 
society  may  be  heard  before  a  committee  of 
your  honorable  body  in  support  of  the  above 
petition. 

H.  P.  Walcott, 
President  of  the  Mass.  Hort.  Society. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  have  oifered  that  petition  at  the 
request  of  my  friend,  Councilman  Blume,  with 
the  understanding  that  he  is  to  father  it,  not  I. 
I  can  see  myself  many  objections,  but  I  will  not 
take  this  time  to  urge  them  against  the  matter. 
I  do  not  know  but  what  I  shall  see,  when  the 
matter  comes  up,  many  good  reasons  why  the 
order  should  be  passed ;  but  I  introduce  it  mere- 
ly at  the  request  of  another  member,  and  not  of 
my  own  notion,  and  I  move  that  it  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares, 
with  instructions  to  give  a  public  hearing  to  the 
petitioners. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move,  sir,  on  the  contrary, 
to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  I 
do  that,  sir,  because  there  is  a  very  grave  legal 
question  raised  as  to  the  power  of  the  city  of 
Boston  to  make  any  such  grant.  I  would  call 
attention,  Mr.  President,  to  the  fact  of  an  article 
which  appeared  in  the  Post  this  morning,  in 
which  a  writer,  who  signs  his  name  "T.  F.  N.," 
calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  are  very 
grave  legal  doubts  about  it,  and  I  have 
seen  the  same  statement  made  in  other  papers. 
I  also  know  as  a  mat  ter  of  fact  that  the  corpor- 
ation counsel  considers  it  a  matter  that  will  re- 
quire considerable  investigation  and  study 
be  lore  he  can  deliver  an  opinion.  And  inas- 
much as  it  is  unusual  for  any  committee  to  con- 
sider a  matter  until  they  know  whether  the 
city  has  legal  power  or  not,  I  move  to  refer  to 
the  Committee  on  Judiciary.  If  that  is  done, 
sir,— of  course  that  takes  precedence  under 
our  rules, — undoubtedly  the  committee  ought 
to  be  able  to  report  at  the  next  meeting, 
or  certainly  at  the  meeting  after  ;  in  fact, 
just  as  soon  as  they  can  obtain  the  opinion  of 
the  corporation  counsel.  Of  course  the  Coun- 
cil is  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  committee  is  the 
only  recognized  source  of  obtaining  information 
from  the  corporation  counsel  officially.  I  there- 
fore move,  instead  of  his  motion,  to  refer  to  the 
Committee  on  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  should  ordinarily,  perhaps,  have 
noobjectiontothat  reference.  But  it  seems  tome, 
in  view  of  the  fact  of  the  overburdened  condition 
of  the  corporation  counsel  we  should  not  refer 
matters  to  him  until  we  do  it  as  a  last  resort,  and 
until  we  find  out  whether  it  is  wise  to  have  the 


action  taken  (if  it  be  legal)  that  is  proposed. 
Now,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  Committee  on 
Common  and  Public  Grounds  can  better  investi- 
gate this  matter  in  the  first  instance,  giving  a 
hearing  to  the  petitioners,  and  hearing  what 
they  have  to  say,  and  a  hearing  to  any  remon- 
strants, and  hearing  what  they  have  to  say,  so 
that  this  matter  may  be  fully  discussed,  and 
very  likely  they  will  report  against  any  action  of 
this  kind.  And  if  they  do  report  against  any  ac- 
tion of  this  kind,  then  it  will  not  be 
necessary  to  trouble  the  corporation  coun- 
sel about  it  at  all.  Therefore  it  seems 
to  me  that  would  be  the  wisest  course. 
If  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds  have  not  the  authority  to  get  the  opin- 
ion of  the  corporation  counsel  as  a  part  of  their 
investigation  of  this  matter,  I  certainly,  for  one, 
should  be  in  favor  of  the  report  of  that  commit- 
tee being  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee 
to  obtain  the  corporation  counsel's  opinion,  hi 
case  it  was  thougiit  wise  to  grant  this  permis- 
sion. It  seems  to  me  that  that  is  more  logical 
treatment  of  this  matter  than  to  trouble  the 
corporation  counsel  with  it  in  the  first  instance. 

Mr.  McNary— Under  any  ordinary  circum- 
stances I  should  agree  with  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  10 ;  but  in  this  case  I  certainly  must  favor 
the  motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12.  This  is  rather  a  peculiar  matter  and  is  a 
matter  of  considerable  importance  to  the  citi- 
zens of  Boston,  and  I  think  it  would  be  much 
better  to  go  to  the  corporation  counsel  to  get  his 
opinion  upon  this  matter,  for  the  very  simple 
fact  that  these  cases  are  continually  com- 
ing up,  and  Ave  had  better  settle  the 
matter  at  this  time  and  have  it  ended. 
Petitions  have  been  presented  for  the  use  of 
the  Common  and  public  grounds,  and  they  will 
continue  to  be  presented,  and  we  might  as  well 
now  as  at  any  time  arrive  at  a  settlement  of  the 
case,  by  getting  the  opinion  of  the  corporation 
counsel.  I  don't  think  that  the  petition  will  be 
granted,  and,  for  my  own  part,  I  shall  strive 
earnestlv  against  its  being  granted,  because  I  do 
not  think  that  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  ought  to  be  used  for  any  such 
purpose.  I  should  think  it  might  be  as  well  for 
the  Judiciary  Committee  to  give  the  petitioners 
a  hearing,  and  the  remonstrants  a  hearing  also, 
and  in  that  case  we  can  get  a  reDort  from  the 
committee,  and  that  will  settle  it.  I  make  that 
as  a  suggestion.  I  think  that  we  might  as  well 
take  the  whole  matter  up  and  decide  it  tonight. 

Mr.  Whall— This  whole  debate,  according  to 
my  interpretation  of  the  rules,  has  been  de- 
cidedly out  of  order,  and  if  I  did  not  wish  to  re- 
frain from  setting  a  bad  example  myself,  I  might 
indulge  in  a  little  debate.  But  in  order  that  we 
may  get  at  the  matter  regularly  and  properly,  I 
move  it  be  assigned  to  half-past  8  this  evening. 

The  motion  to  assign  to  8.30  P.M.  prevailed. 

Just  before  the  close  of  the  session  the  matter 
was  called  up  by  Mr.  Whitmore,  and  the  petition 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Judiciary. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Notice  of  the  appointment  and  qualifi  cation 
of  John  T.  Priest  as  assistant  city  clerk.  Placed 
on  file. 

Annual  report  of  the  directors  of  East  Boston 
ferries.    (City  Doc.  No.  12.)    Placed  on  tile. 

Annual  report  of  the  sealer  of  weights  and 
measures.    (City  Doc.  No.  17.)    Placed  on  file. 

Annual  report  of  the  Commissioners  for  West 
Boston  and  other  bridges.  (City  Doc.  No.  19.) 
Placed  on  file. 

The  President— No.  5  on  the  calendar. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  that  Nos.  5,  6,  7  and  8, 
as  they  are  all  in  regard  to  the  annual  esti- 
mates, be  treated  in  the  manner  in  which  we 
have  previously  treated  matters  of  this  kind.  I 
would  move  that  those  four  orders  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

The  question  was  on  the  reference  of  the  or- 
ders to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  viz. : 

Order  that  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
include  in  their  annual  estimates  a  sum  suffi- 
cient to  pay  for  the  extension  of  Greenwood 
street  to  Centre  street. 

Order  that  said  commissioners  include  in  their 
annual  estimates  a  sum  sufficient  to  open  and 
complete  the  extension  of  Tufts  street,  from 
Lincoln  to  Kingston  street,  to  a  uniform  width 
of  40  feet. 

Order  that  the  city  architect  include  in  his 
annual  estimates  the  sum  of  $40,000  for  a  site 
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and  building  for  a  new  primary  school  in  the 
Adams  District,  East  Boston. 

Order  that  the  superintendent  of  public  build- 
ings include  m  his  amraal  estimates  the  sum  of 
810,000  for  a  new  ward-room  for  Ward  2. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  would  like  to  ask  whether  No. 
7  has  come  from  any  committee.  I  looked  over 
the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  and  I  saw  that  the  order  was  intro- 
duced in  that  branch.  I  think  that  it  would  be 
more  proper  to  send  it  to  the  School  Committee 
than  to  the  Appropriation  Committee,  and  I 
would  like  to  except  that  order  from  the  gentle- 
man's motion,  and  would  move  that  it  be  sent  to 
the  School  Committee. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  am  perfectly  willing.  I 
only  want  it  to  go  to  a  committee ;  that  is  all. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  should  like  to  vote  separately 
upon  No.  8  on  the  calendar.  It  seems  to  me  that 
that  is  the  beginning  of  a  principle  that  we 
ought  to  consider  carefully  before  we  enter  upon 
it,  and  I  certainly  would  like  some  explanation 
of  the  order.  I  hope  that  the  gentleman  will  not 
insist  unon  his  motion  in  regard  to  No.  8. 

The  President— Objection  being  raised  by 
various  members,  we  will  next  take  up  No.  5  on 
the  calendar. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  to  take  up  Nos.  5  and 
6  together. 

Mr.  McNary— I  should  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  what  would  be  the  effect  of 
referring  this  to  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions? Will  they  report  t  lis  back  to  the  Council 
for  the  action  of  the  Council,  or  will  they  take 
it  and  put  it  into  the  appropriation  bill,  if  they 
deem  desirable? 

Mr.  Whitmore— Undoubtedly  they  will  con- 
sider it  in  the  committee  and  report  back  to  the 
City  Council  if  they  consider  it  desirable  or  oth- 
erwise, and  will  report  back  whatever  list  they 
deem  advisable.  Anything  that  we  send  under 
orders  to  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  for 
example,  they  put  in  their  estimates,  and  that 
estimate  goes  to  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions. They  will  strike  it  out  or  carry  it  in.  with- 
out regard  to  the  Street  Commissioners'  Depart- 
ment. That  will  have  no  effect  one  way 
or  the  other,  because  everyone  knows 
that  they  do  it,  simply  because  they 
were  ordered  to  put  it  in,  and  not  because  they 
approved  of  it.  Very  likely  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners may  come  in  and  oppose  an  order  for  a 
certain  thing  that  they  are  told  to  include  in 
their  estimates,  but  the  estimates,  as  prepared 
by  the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  are  made 
up  of  all  the  projects  that  are  brought  before 
them,  and  they  sift  out  such  as  they  deem  to  be 
the  best,  and  which  are  within  the  limits  of  the 
appropriation,  and  send  us  in  their  report,  and 
then  of  course  that  report  is  subject  to  amend- 
ment in  both  branches  of  the  government  when 
it  comes  in,  but  it  is  merely  a  waste  of  time  to 
tell  the  Street  Commissioners  to  put  it  in  their 
estimates  to  send  to  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations. It  is  a  great  deal  shorter  cut  to  send 
it  there  in  the  first  place,  and  gives  no  more 
trouble  in  that  ease  than  it  docs  in  the  other. 

Mr.  McNary— I  should  like  to  ask  if  the  esti- 
mates for  the  various  departments  don't  yo  to  the 
mayor  for  his  approval  or  suggestion  in  the  mat- 
ter before  going  to  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions? 

Mr.  Whitmore— They  do.  but  after  they  have 
got  there  they  might  as  well  he  put  in  the  bot- 
tom of  the  Back  bay.  Fortunately,  under  the 
city  charter,  there  isno  connection  between  such 
action  anil  the  action  of  the  City  Council.  The 
report  is  sent  to  the  mayor  and  the  mayor  sends 
it  to  the  City  Council.  The  City  Council  are  not 
hound  in  the  slightest  manner  to  act  according 
t«  the  recommendations  of  the  mayor. 

Mr.  McNary— As  I  understand  it.  this  is 
making  a  departure,  by  sending  it  to  the  com- 
mittee, from  the  practice  of  having  these  orders 
go  to  the  various  departments,  having  them  ap- 
prove them,  if  they  see  fit.  and  submit  them  to 
the  mayor,  and  after  all  the  items  that  are 
deemed  unadvisable  are  cut  out,  having  it  then 
sent  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations.  Of 
course  they  get  it  in  the  end,  anyway.  In  my 
opinion  these  matters  should  be  put  through  and 
given  into  the  charge  of  the  heads  of  departments, 
so  that  in  making  up  their  estimates  l  hey  can 
take  into  consideration  what  the  various  wards 
and  various  parties  favor  and  look  forward  to. 
I  don't  believe  in  sending  these  matters  to  com- 
mittees immediately.     I  think  that  the  heads 


of  departments  should  have  something  to  say 
in  regard  to  it.  This  order  is  simply  directing 
the  head  of  the  department  to  include  the  sum 
in  the  annual  estimate;  under  the  new  city 
charter  we  cannot  direct.  No  doubt  orders  are 
sometimes  sent  to  the  heads  of  departments 
that  they  do  not  approve  of.  At  all  events,  an 
order  of  this  kind  must  go  through  several 
stages,  and  I  think  that  the  proper  way  is  for  it 
first  to  go  to  the  head  of  the  department  to 
whom  it  is  addressed,  then  to  the  mayor,  then 
to  the  City  Council,  and  then  into  the  hands  of 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations.  That  is  the 
way  in  which  we  proceeded  last  year,  and  I 
think  that  this  should  go  to  the  heads  of  the 
departments  first  and  be  acted  on  by  them.  I 
shall  not  favor  its  being  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Appropriations  first,  while  at  the  same 
time  I  recognize  that  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations have  ultimately  full  power  in  the 
matter. 

Mr.  Whitmore— When  the  gentleman  speaks 
about  what  has  been  the  practice,  I  must  remind 
him  that  there  can  be  no  set  practice  in  regard 
to  it,  because  last  year  was  the  first  year  that 
the  charter  went  into  effect,  and  the  Commit- 
tee on  Appropriations  found  that  they  were 
hampered  very  much  by  having  such  orders  as 
these  sent  to  the  various  departments.  The 
heads  of  departments  themselves  said,  "Do  stop 
this  thing;  here  are  orders  sent  to  us  which 
have  received  no  consideration,  and  which  have 
not  even  been  considered  by  the  council  in  either 
branch."  They  are  simply  pushed  through  and 
sent  in,  no  one  says  anything  about  them,  and 
the  Sewer  Department,  for  example,  is  over- 
loaded with  directions  to  put  in  their  estimates 
ten  times  as  much  as  they  believe  ought  to  be 
done,  and  the  result  of  it  is  to  entirely  destroy 
the  effect  of  the  recommendation  of  the  Board, 
or  else  they  have  to  throw  out  the  various  items 
which  in  their  opinion  ought  not  to  pass.  It 
was  done  in  some  cases  last  year,  but  it  cannot 
be  termed  a  fixed  system,  inasmuch  as  it  never 
became  a  system  at  all.  If,  in  every  case  where 
an  order  of  this  nature  was  put  in,  either  branch 
of  the  City  Council  went  into  the  merits  of  the 
case,  and  after  deliberation  said  that  the  pro- 
ject is  one  that  ought  to  be  carried  out,  and 
ought  to  be  considered  if  there  was  money 
enough  for  its  execution;  it  would  be  very  differ- 
ent. But  to  send  this  to  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  without  any  consideration  is 
simply  to  swell  the  size  of  their  reports  without 
accomplishing  anything.  The  more  they  are 
told  to  put  in  the  more  difficult  it  is  for  them  to 
decide  what  they  should  recommend,  and  what 
ought,  in  their  opinion,  to  be  carried  through  by 
the  city  government.  Now  as  I  have  said  be- 
fore, if  this  matter  goes  to  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  it  goes  to  the  committee  that 
will  draw  up  the  bill.  That  is  the  only  effect  of 
it,  and  I  think  that  the  best  disposition  that  can 
be  made  of  it  is  to  have  it  go  to  that  committee, 
as  it  is  a  large  committee  and  there  are  a  num- 
ber of  gentlemen  sitting  here  tonight  who  will 
be  on  that  committee,  and  they  know  just  ex- 
actly how  much  force  to  give  to  any  recom- 
mendation which  has  gone  through  in  the  way 
these  recommendations  have.  If  we  pass  Such 
orders  as  they  are,  it  is  only  putting  unneces- 
sary trouble  on  the  departments,  and  it  has  the 
effect,  as  I  have  said,  to  weaken  the  effect 
of  their  opinions  and  recommendations 
on  the  committee.  But  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  when  suggestions  of  this  kind  come  in, 
most  i.f  which,  I  am  freetosay,  sir,  are  probably 
looked  at  from  only  one  point  of  view,  namely, 
from  that  of  the  persons  most  directly  inter- 
ested,  what  fairer  tribunal  is  there  than  the 
large  Committee  on  Appropriations,  who  have 
got  to  draft  a  bill  finally  which  shall  come  with- 
in our  tax  limit?  We  might  as  well  send  it  to 
them  first  as  last,  and  f  hope,  therefore,  that  the 
Council  will  vote  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations.  There  is  no  system  and  has 
been  rt0  system.  There  isonly  one  year  in  which 
il  has  been  in  operation,  and  having  served  oil 
that  committee  last  year  I  can  state  clearly  and 
decidedly  that  it  was  not  found  to  work  well, 
and  the  heads  _  of  departments  remonstrated 
against  the  continuance  of  that  practice. 

Mr.  LADD— For  once  I  find  myself  in  accord 
with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12.  It  seems  to 
me  after  full  consideration  of  the  order  that  W6 
ought  not  to  impose  these,  burdens  on  the  heads 
of   departments.     Their  reports  and  estimates 
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are  supposed  to  be  their  own  judgment  as  to 
what  they  need.  Now,  we  should  not  impose 
our  judgment  upon  them  and  compel  them  to 
adopt  it  as  their  own  judgment,  but  these  orders 
introduced  in  this  way  ought  properly  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

Mr.  Whall- I  am  delighted  to  be  able  to  coin- 
cide not  only  with  my  friend  from  Ward  12,  but 
with  my  sometimes  adversary  from  Ward  10.  I 
believe  that  this  was  the  practice  last  year, 
namely,  referring  these  matters  to  the  heads  of 
departments,  and  experience  has  shown  it  to  be 
a  bad  practice,  and  we  should  get  rid  of  it  imme- 
diately. I  can  bring  an  instance  personally  to 
mind  to  prove  that.  Last  year  we  went  fully 
into  the  merits  of  Engine  House  No.  6.  We  had 
a  unanimous  report  from  the  gentlemen  of  the 
committee,  and  we  passed  an  order  that  the  city 
auditor  should  include  in  his  annual  estimates  a 
provision  for  the  erection  of  that  building.  The 
annual  estimates  came  in,  and,  by  some  acci- 
dent, attributable,  I  am  confident,  to  no  negli- 
gence on  the  part  of  the  head  of  that  depart- 
ment, that  estimate  was  omitted.  I,  then,  being 
a  new  member,  and  not  knowing  the  ropes 
probably  as  well  as  experience  has  taught  them 
to  me  since,  went  to  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations, and  wanted  to  know  what  was  to  be- 
come of  this  engine  house,  and  they  told  me  they 
had  no  basis  upon  which  to  act:  that  by  the 
omission  of  the  city  architect  to  include  it  in 
his  estimates  and  the  non-reference  of  the  orig- 
inal order  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations, 
it,  to  them,  was  an  unknown  subject.  Now, 
if  we  refer  in  the  first  instance,  all  these 
matters  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations, 
they  then  have  a  substantial  basis  for  action, 
and  I  have  no  doubt,  from  the  size  of  that  com- 
mittee, that  they  can  inquire  into  the  general 
merits  of  these  questions  as  well  as  can  the 
heads  of  departments. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  made  the  motion  that  I  did 
that  No.  7  on  the  calendar  should  be  referred  to 
a  committee,  and  not  be  included  in  the  motion 
as  made  by  the  gentleman  from  tVard  12,  be- 
cause I  desired  it  to  go  to  some  committee  which 
would  report  it  back  with  a  recommendation  as 
to  whether  it  should  be  passed  or  not.  I  think 
it  very  strange  that  we  should  pass  an  order 
here  for  340,000  without  some  knowledge  of 
whether  the  School  Committee  recommend  the 
erection  of  this  building,  or  something  about  it. 
If  the  proper  way  is  to  refer  all  these  matters  to 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  and  have 
them  pass  on  the  subject  there,  I  shall  withdraw 
my  objection  and  have  it  go  in  that  way,  but  I 
only  wanted  it  to  go  into  the  hands  of  some 
committee  that  would  be  responsible  for  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  order,  and  which  would  be  in  a 
position  to  report  upon  the  necessity  of  all  such 
orders  that  come  in. 

Mr.  McNaky— I  recognize  the  force  of  the 
argument  ottered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12,  but  at  the  same  time  I  don't  believe 
in  referring  everything  to  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations,  making  them  the  grand  com- 
mittee of  the  house  here,  and  deciding  every- 
thing for  us  here  on  this  matter.  I  believe  that 
we  should  have  something  to  do  with  calling 
the  attention  of  heads  of  departments,  in  de- 
partments assembled,  not  individually,  to 
what  the  representatives  of  the  districts 
desire,  and  at  the  same  time  I  haven't 
any  objections  to  any  order  such  as  is 
cited  here  being  referred  to  some  committee, 
But  the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  as  I 
understand  it,  will  not  report  back  on  any  of 
these  orders  until  they  report  back  the  whole 
bill.  That  is  to  say,  they  will  consider  it  them- 
selves and  allow  no  chance  for  modification, 
That  is,  I  understand  it  so.  If  I  am  wrong- 
Mr.  Whitmore— Allow  me  to  correct  my  state- 
ment, if  I  so  made  it. 
Mr.  McNaky— Certainly. 

Mr.  Whitmore— In  all  these  orders  which 
would  direct — take  for  example  No.  5,  an  order 
that  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  include 
in  their  annual  estimates  a  sum  sufficient  to  pay 
for  the  extension  of  Greenwood  street  to  Centre 
street— of  course,  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions will  meet  before  long,  and  then  I  suppose 
they  will  take  up  and  look  over  these  various 
heads,and  if  any  of  them  seem  to  be  of  sufficient 
importance  so  that  they  think  that  the  city  ought 
to  go  to  the  expense  of  getting  the  surveys 
made,  they  will  report  back  to  the  Council  that 
the  order  ought  to  pass.    That  is  exactly  what 


they  will  do  before  they  make  up  their  entire 
list  on  the  monetary  question.  They  will  also 
consider  every  case  where  it  is  evident  that  the 
case  ought  to  be  considered,  and  probably  they 
will  send  for  the  Street  Commissioners  and 
ask  them  if  they  have  any  objection  to  fathering 
it,  and  if  they  say  no,  then  the  committee  will 
report  back  that  the  order  ought  to  pass,  and 
then  it  would  come  in  in  that  way,  but  my  idea 
was  that  it  was  necessary  to  have  some  commit- 
tee to  separate  the  sheep  from  the  goats,  and 
there  is  a  large  crop  of  goats,  I  must  say,  this 
year. 

Mr.  McNary— After  the  explanation  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  I  will  withdraw  my 
motion. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  referring 
Nos.  5,  6,  7,  and  8. 

Mr.  Ladd— If  No.  8  is  included,  I  would  ask  for 
some  information  in  regard  to  that  item, — why 
there  is  any  necessity  for  that  appropriation?  I 
don't  wish  to  object  to  it  factiously,  but— 

The  President— If  the  gentleman  objects,  the 
question  will  come  on  the  reference  of  Nos.  5,  6 
and  7  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

Nos.  5,  6  and  7  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  suggest  that  order 
No.  8  and  order  No.  9  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances,  because  this  is  a  new  matter 
—in  regard  to  providing  new  wardrooms.  It  is 
a  thing  that  has  never  been  done  before.  There 
is  no  express  authority  for  erecting  a  wardroom, 
and  I  think  it  ought  to  he  looked  into  by  our  or- 
dinance committee,  which  is  the  proper  com- 
mittee to  attend  to  the  matter  and  to  draft  an 
order  sufficient  to  cover  the  ease.  I  presume 
that  we  have  the  power,  under  the  general 
authority,  to  construct  necessary  buildings,  "but 
there  has  been  no  particular  committee  which 
has  considered  that  matter  as  yet,  and  this  will 
be  the  first  time  of  the  introduction  of  such  an 
order.  As  will  be  seen,  I  cover  both  orders  by 
my  motion,  as  they  may  want  a  new  wardroom 
built  in  Ward  11, — we  don't  know.  But  I  think 
that  the  two  orders,  as  we  have  plenty  of  time, 
ought  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, who  will  probably  report  back  a  general 
order,  and  in  that  case  it  will  probably  be  em- 
bodied in  the  rules  or  ordinances,  so  that  it  can 
be  a  precedent  for  future  action.  I  make  the 
motion  that  items  Nos.  8  and  9  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances. 

No.  9  is  as  follows : 

Order  that  the  superintendent  of  public  build- 
ings be  requested  to  provide  a  more  convenient 
location  for  the  wardroom  of  Ward  11. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman 
if  I  understand  that  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  will  go  into  the  merits  of  the  question 
as  to  whether  it  is  wise  to  provide  a  separate 
building  for  wardrooms  at  the  expense  of  the. 
city,  instead  of  hiring  for  a  temporary  period 
the  buildings  that  we  need  for  this  purpose? 
Whether  they  are  authorized  to  go  into  the 
questions  of  expediency  and  merit  of  the  mat- 
ter. It  seems  to  me  it  ought  to  go  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  to  consider  the  mat- 
ter. It  is  certainly  a  broad  question  whether  we 
ought  to  provide  permanent  places  that  may  be 
used  for  two  or  possibly  three  days  in  the  year. 
Is  it  not  better  to  hire  them  for  a  brief  period 
rather  than  to  undertake  to  provide  separate 
public  buildings?  It  seems  to  me  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  is  the  proper  com- 
mittee to  consider  that  question,  and,  if  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12  has  no  objection,  I  would 
like  to  have  it  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  have  no  doubt  that  eventual- 
ly it  will  go  to  that  committee,  My  suggestion  was 
that  under  the  present  law,  as  I  recollect  it,  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  have  the  selection  and  power 
of  decision  in  regard  to  polling-places,  and  we 
have  nothing  to  do  with  them.  On  the  contrary 
the  wardroom  is  a  piece  of  machinery  which  is 
dropped  out  in  the  provisions  which  have  been 
made  in  regard  to  polling-places.  The  ward- 
room used  to  be  the  same  as  the  polling-place ; 
in  fact  it  is  the  polling-place  for  the  ward,  and 
the  law  provided  for  that  formerly.  But  when 
the  present  law  came  into  operation  it  provided 
that  polling-places  be  established  by  the  Board 
of  Aldermen.  But  we  still  find  use  for  ward- 
rooms, and  since  that  time  there  has  been  no 
law  or  ordinance  which  said  that  wardrooms 
should  be  built.    We  have  been  going  on  using 
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ward-rooms  because  in  almost  all  places  they 
are  located  in  schoolhouses  which  the  city  owns. 
Now  in  this  case  I  do  not  consider  that  it  should 
be  first  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Building's,  but  rather  that  it  should  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  who  would  re- 
port back  an  order  or  ordinance  showing'  the  form 
in  which  it  should  be  done,  and  then  it  could  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 
I  think  the  best  way  for  us  to  do  will  be  for  us 
to  get  the  matter  into  form,  then  when  it  has 
been  reported  upon  it  would  go  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Building's  to  consider  the 
merits. 

Mr.  Ladd — It  seems  to  me  the  merits  of  this 
matter  should  be  considered  first,  and  then  the 
subject  can  be  considered  in  regard  to  its  form  ; 
but  perhaps  I  am  wrong  and  I  do  not  consider  it 
important  enough  to  insist  upon  the  point. 

Mr.  Sanger— With  the  permission  of  the 
Chair,  I  desire  to  make  a  statement  in  regard  to 
the  order,  as  I  understand  it.  It  is  not,  as  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  states,  an  order  that  a 
new  wardroom  should  be  built,  but  only  that 
the  superintendent  of  public  buildings  shall 
provide  a  more  convenient  location  for  a  ward- 
room in  the  ward.  As  I  understand  it  it  is  in- 
tended that  the  wardroom  shall  be  located  in 
some  convenient  location.  As  Mr.  Whitmore  is 
probably  aware,  the  wardroom  is  now  located 
on  Church  street  near  Tremont  street  and  Tre- 
mont  street  is  the  boundary  of  the  ward.  It 
seems  to  me  that  it  is  desirable  that  the  ward- 
room should  be  located  in  some  more  convenient 
location  if  it  can  be  done  without  additional 
expense  to  the  city. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  gentleman  from  Ward  11 
has  overlooked  the  point  I  desired  to  make 
plain,  which  is,  that  the  wardroom  is  not  known 
to  our  laws  or  ordinances  at  present.  I  want  to 
get  the  matter  into  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances so  that  they  may  report  a  preamble  or 
resolve  that  a  wardroom  is  a  public  necessity, 
which  will  bring  it  within  the  terms  of  the  city 
charter.  Our  wardrooms  were  formerly  estab- 
lished by  ordinance,  but  we  have  been  running 
for  the  last  four  years  on  sufferance ;  we  have 
been  going  on  with  the  old  wardrooms,  when 
the  wardroom  is  something  that  has  not  been 
recognized  in  the  ordinances  or  laws.  This  is 
the  first  time  the  matter  has  been  brought  up, 
and  I  desire  to  take  this  opportunity  to  have  it 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  so  that 
they  may  report  back  an  order  or  ordinance 
which  will  serve  as  a  precedent  hereafter— not 
that  I  object  to  having  better  wardrooms,  for  I 
think  many  of  the  wards  should  have  better 
ones  than  they  have ;  but  I  think  it  is  generally 
better  to  look  to  the  form  of  our  legislation  first, 
because  it  is  not  as  plain  sailing  as  it  was  10 
years  ago. 

Mr.  Ladd— The  merits  of   this   matter  have 
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word  that  1  did  not  say  in  the  beginning  of  the 
discussion,  and  that  is  thai  really  this  amounts 
in  the  establishment  or  one  of  the  107  polling 
places  in  the  107  precincts  in  the  city  of  Boston. 
I  do  not  understand  thai  there  is  much  other 
use  for  the  building  than  that.  Now,  Precinct 
1  of  Ward  10,  which  1  have  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent, is  in  probably  as  had  condition  as  any  pre- 
cinct polling  place  in  the  whole  city  of  Boston. 
It  is  inconvenient  and  undesirable  in  every  way  ; 
yet  I  do  not  think  that  we  in  Ward  10  have  felt 
like  calling  upon  the  city  to  spend  $10,000  for  a 
better  polling  place  in  Ward  10.  I  do  not  think 
it  is  wise  for  us  to  spend  money  in  this  way  in 
any  event,  because  if  we  figure  it  up  we  will  find 
that  to  provide  polling  places  for  107  precincts, 
at  $10,000 apiece,  will  cost  $1,070,000.  Now  if  we 
commence' in  one  ward  there  will  be  a  call  for 

wardrooms  in  anol  her  purl  of  the  city,  and  they 
will  do  it  justly.  Now  I  say  we  ought  to  have 
this  matter  considered  carefully  on  its  merits 
before  anything  is  done,  and  I  hope  the  commit- 
Ice  will  consider  it. 

The  motion  to  refer  Nos.  8  and  9  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  was  carried. 

Public  Library. 

Order  for  the  mayor  to  petition  the  General 
Court  for  such  changes  as  may  be  found  neces- 
sary in  the  act  incorporating  the  trustees  of  the 
Public  Library  of  the  city  of  Boston. 

Mr.  McXary- I  move  that  that  order  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Library. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  only  say,  sir,  that 


such  a  reference  is  practically  killing  the  order, 
because  a  petition  to  the  Legislature  of  any 
kind  must  go  in  before  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Council.  The  door  at  the  Legislature  will  be 
shut  after  that. 

Mr.  McNary— Not  as  I  understand  it.  As  I 
understand  it,  the  rule  is  that  no  new  business 
shall  be  introduced  by  members  after  the  first 
Wednesday  in  February,  but  petitions  can  be 
received  and  have  been  received,  I  know  to  my 
personal  knowledge,  up  to  the  middle  of  March, 
because  the  representative  from  my  district  last 
year  presented  a  petition  from  the  women  of  the 
district  in  favor  of  woman's  suffrage,  in  the  mid- 
dle of  March,  and  if  the  business  is  of  any  import- 
ance it  can  go  in  at  any  time  under  a  suspension 
of  the  rules. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  can  only  state,  sir.  that  the 
gentleman  will  find  upon  inquiry  that  the  peti- 
tion which  lie  has  referred  to  was  maid  of  a  mat- 
ter that  had  already  been  introduced  and  sent 
to  some  committee.  That  is  done  all  the  time 
and  we  shall  probably  do  it  ourselves.  It  is 
to  introduce  fresh  matter,  sir,  that  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules  is  required,  and  I  would 
remind  the  gentleman  that  it  requires  a 
four-fifths  vote  to  suspend  the  rule  at  the 
Legislature,  and  therefore  if  the  matter  is  good, 
bad  or  indifferent,  let  us  meet  it  tonight  and  set- 
tle it.  It  is  one  of  the  matters,  as  I  understand 
it,  suggested  by  His  Honor  the  Mayor  in  his  ad- 
dress. I  will  also  say,  sir,  that  so  long  as  the  or- 
der is  so  indefinite  as  it  is.  I  feel  that  it  is  one 
which  the  trustees  would  not  and  ought  not  to 
oppose.  It  is  merely  opening  the  door  so  that 
the  Committee  on  Public  Library,  further  on,  if 
they  see  that  it  is  desirable  to  make  any  change, 
can  take  further  action.  Therefore,  I  have  no 
idea  of  what  may  be  introduced  under  it.  It  may 
affect  the  trustees  in  their  action,  or  it  may  not. 
Still  I  feel  that  I  cannot  oppose  a  simple  re- 
quest to  open  the  matter  up  before  the  Leg- 
islature, so  that  we  can  appear  there  hereafter 
and  ask  for  any  legislation  that  maybe  found 
necessary,  and  therefore  I  hope  that  the  order 
may  be  passed,  in  the  interest  of  fair  play.  I 
think  that  the  city  has  an  interest  as  well  as  the 
trustees,  and  if  one  branch  has  already  put  in 
such  a  very  general  order  to  petition  tihe  Gen- 
eral Court  for  any  such  changes  as  may  be  found 
necessary,  I  don't  sec  why  we  should  refuse  to 
do  it. 

Mr.  McNary— I  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  to  the  fact  that  if  the 
petition  which  I  have  alluded  to  as  presented  by 
a  member  of  the  Legislature  from  my  ward  last 
year,  was  in  aid  of  a  matter  already  introduced, 
this  petition  coming  from  the  city  government 
in  this  matter  will  also  be  in  aid  ot,  and  affect 
matters  already  introduced.  As  I  understand  it, 
there  have  been  two  petitions  put  into  the  Legis- 
lature in  regard  to  this  very  matter,  and  there- 
fore, if  such  a  petition  as  I  speak  of  has 
been  received  in  the  past,  this  petition,  of  a  simi- 
lar nature,  could  be  received  at  any  future  time, 
and  there  is  certainly  no  necessity  for  rushing  it 
through  tonight.  The  order  introduced  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  at  the  last  meeting  was 
referred  to  the  Committee,  on  Public  Library, 
very  properly  in  my  opinion,  and  this  order, 
which  is  merely  a  blanket  resolution,  without 
Stating  what  it  is  nit:  nled  to  1  :  titi::n  l'::i  with- 
out stating  what  we  intend  to  do,  or  petition  for, 
or  desire  to  petition  for,  I  don't  believe  in  pass- 
ing. As  the  gentleman  was  so  very  solicitous 
about  matters  of  this  kind  last  week,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public.  Library,  I 
think  that  the  same  committee  should  have  the 
considerat  ion  of  this  ease  and  report  on  it.  <  'er- 
tainly  on  the  gentleman's  own  statement  the 
petition  could  he  received  from  this  Council  m 
the  Legislat  lire  at  a  later  date,  as  it  would  he  in 
aid  OI  in  addition  to  a  matter  which  has  already 
been  introduced  there.    As  I  understand  it,  one 

of  the  topics  of   the  mayor's  address   referred    tO 

the  Publu'  Library.    That  tonic  of  the  mayor's 

address  has  been  before  t  he  (Join  111  ittee  on  Topics 
of  Mayor's  Address  for  consideration,  and  we 
have  as  yet  received  no  report,  hut  as  I  under- 
stand it  a  report  is  ready,  or  will  soon  be  ready, 
showing  the  disposition  of  the  topics  in  the 
mayor's  address,  and  I  think  that  wo  should 
wait  for  that  report  before  we  pass  upon  this 
matter.  For  that  reason  I  move  t  lie  reference  of 
the  matter  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Library. 
Mr.  Wilson— I  trust  that  this  matter  will  he 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Library, 
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because  only  a  few  days  since.  I  believe,  matters 
that  had  been  mentioned  in  the  mayor's,  ad- 
dress were  referred  to  a  committee  for  their  con- 
sideration. I  believe  that  the  Committee  on 
Public  Library  are  the  best  judges  as  to  what 
changes  should  be  made  in  this  act,  and  that 
the  recommendations  made  by  His  Honor  the 
Mayor  should  be  submitted  to  that  committee, 
and  that  those  recommendations  should  have 
the  judgment  of  the  committee  upon  them,  and 
that  some  action  of  that  kind  should  be  taken 
on  those  recommendations,  and  not  that  we 
should  attempt  to  take  the  power  or  the  ap- 
proval out  of  the  hands  of  that  committee  by 
such  an  order  as  this.  As  I  remember,  the 
recommendations  of  the  mayor  were  of  three 
kinds.  He  first  recommended  that  it  would  be 
well  to  have  a  commission  to  complete  the 
building ;  he  second  suggested  that  there  should 
be  a  change  of  appropriation ;  he  third  sug- 
gested that  there  should  be  an  increase  in  the 
duty  of  the  trustees.  Now  those  are  three  very 
important  changes.  If  there  are  any  other 
changes  I  should  like  to  know  what  they  are, 
but  at  any  rate  these  three  important  changes, 
or  a  petition  based  upon  those  recommenda- 
tions, should  not  be  entered  at  the  State  House 
until  those  recommendations  have  been  passed 
upon  by  a  committee  of  this  body  and  by  this 
body  itself.  It  is  not  right,  it  is  not  proper,  to 
deprive  this  body  of  its  powers  of  action,  or  to 
deprive  a  committee  of  their  power  of  judg- 
ment, by  any  omnibus  order  of  this  kind  ;  ancll 
hope  that  in  fairness  to  the  committee  and  in 
fairness  to  this  body  this  matter  will  be  referred 
to  that  committee,  and  they  can  act  upon  it  if 
they  so  see  fit,  and  their  recommendations  can 
be  handed  in  here,  and  can,  I  believe,  go  direct 
to  the  mayor.  But  at  any  rate  that  committee 
should  act  upon  the  matter. 

Mr.  Whall- I  do  decidedly  hope  that  we 
shall  take  final  action  upon  this  matter  tonight. 
One  would  imagine  from  the  argument  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  15  that  action  to- 
night was  not  necessary-  To  any  one  conversant 
with  the  rules  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature 
that  position  would  immediately  appear  to  be 
false.  All  new  business  must  be  introduced  be- 
fore the  first  "Wednesday  in  February,  and  we 
are  very  rapidly  Hearing  that  time ;  and  if  it  is 
not  introduced  by  that  time  it  must  get  for  its 
admission,  at  a  time  subsequent  to  that  date,  a 
four-fifths  vote.  Gentlemen  who  have  been 
here  more  than  one  session,  or  even  only  one  ses- 
sion, must  know  how  extremely  hard  it  is  to  get 
a  two-thirds  vote  here,  and  they  can  realize  how 
much  harder  it  must  be  to  get  a  four-fifths  vote 
in  the  Legislature.  The  example  cited  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  15,  relative  to  the  woman 
suffrage  petition  introduced  at  a  date  subse- 
quent to  the  first  Wednesday  in  February,  was 
not  one  in  point.  If  the  gentleman  would  ex- 
amine into  the  facts  he  would  find  that  that  was 
simply  a  petition  in  aid  of  a  petition  previously 
presented;  that  it  was  a  petition  incorporating 
in  its  request  the  request  in  the  original  peti- 
tion. Now.  if  there  had  been  already  introduced 
in  the  Legislature  any  petition  that  embraced 
a  specific  aid  asking  the  aid  asked  for  in  the 
order,  which  is  here,  then  it  would  not  make 
a  particle  of  difference  when  this  identical 
order  got  up  there,  or  when  the  mayor  should 
send  in  his  petition  in  obedience  to  the  request 
of  the  City  Council.  But,  as  I  understand  it, 
this  matter  contemplates  things  that  have  not 
already  been  petitioned  for.  If  that  be  so,  and 
I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  it  is.  then  we 
are  placed  in  exactly  this  position,  that  if  we 
refer  this  matter  tonight  we  shall  simply  kill 
the  whole  subject,  or,  we  take  our  chances  of 
getting  a  four-fifths  vote  to  have  it  introduced 
into  the  Legislature.  Now,  I  have  not  inquired 
int ')  the  merits  of  this  measure,  but  from  the 
fact  that  it  passed  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
their  last  meeting  without  any  question,  I  have 
no  doubt  but  there  is  some  merit  behind  it,  and 
I  am  constrained  to  vote  for  final  action  tonight 
because  I  do  not  share  that  fear  of  the  Legisla- 
ture in  this  particular  that  happens  to  be  in- 
dulged in  by  the  gentlemen  who  have  the  plea- 
sure and  honor  of  having  their  party  associates 
in  the  majority  of  both  branches  of  that  body. 
As  regards  this  particular  measure,  I  am  willing 
to  trust  the  Massachusetts  Legislature.  What 
do  we  do?  What  do  we  ask?  We  ask  them  for 
such  changes  as  may  be  necessary  in  the  act  in- 
corporating the  trustees  of  the  Public  Library 


of  the  city  of  Boston.  Are  we  afraid  to  trust 
the  Republican  Legislature  of  Massachusetts? 
If  radical  changes  are  stated,  if  provisions  start- 
ling in  their  nature  are  proposed  to  be  made,  it 
is  not  the  Common  Council  or  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen of  Boston  that  are  to  pass  upon  the 
measure;  but  it  will  be  passed  upon  by  that 
august  tribunal,  in  whose  wisdom  our  friends 
on  the  other  side  of  the  house  have  always 
placed  such  implicit  reliance.  I  do  not  believe 
that  the  motive  given  here  tonight,  namely,  to 
seek  information,  is  the  motive  that  has 
prompted  this  gentleman  to  desire  to  have 
this  matter  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Library.  Even  if  I  did  believe  it, 
even  if  I  had  the  most  complete  and  sin- 
cere trust  in  the  honesty  of  purpose  of 
the  gentleman  who  moved  this  reference,  then 
upon  general  principles  I  would  favor  final 
action  because  my  action  would  be  productive 
of  no  harm  and  because  a  reference  will  pro- 
duce no  good.  That  is  patent  to  me  tonight. 
That  is  why  I  oppose  the  reference.  I  think  we 
have  obtained  pretty  nearly  all  the  light  that  is 
desired  upon  the  subject.  There  are  several 
matters  to  come  up  tonight  upon  which  I  have 
no  doubt  there  will  be  a  great  deal  of  debate, 
therefore  I  move  the  previous  question. 

The  main  question  was  ordered.  The  presi- 
dent stated  the  question  to  be  upon  giving  the 
order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  McNary— 1  most  respectfully  doubt  that 
vote,  and  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Whall— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  expression  of  doubt,  taken  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  15,  comes  too  late. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  so  decide, 
that  it  comes  too  late. 

Mr.  McNary— Then  I  will  submit. 

Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amend  by  adding  the 
following : 

"But  no  petition  for  any  specific  change  in  the 
act  incorporating  the  trustees  of  the  Public 
Library  snail  be  made  until  such  change  be  ap- 
proved by  the  City  Council." 

Mr.  Wilson— 1  offer  that  amendment  in  view 
of  the  statement  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12,  that  this  petition  will  go  to  the  General 
Court  for  such  changes  as  may  be  found  neces- 
sary on  general  grounds,  so  as  to  save  the  rights 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  he  being  one  of  the  trus- 
tees. Not  wishing  to  hinder  or  hamper  the  city 
of  Boston  in  its  petition,  I  am  willing  that  this 
general  petition  shall  be  put  in  in  order  to  save 
the  rights  of  the  city  after  the  first  Wednesday 
in  February.  I  move  this  amendment  so  that  no 
specific  change  shall  be  necessary  in  the  peti- 
tion until  after  such  specific  change  shall  be 
passed  upon  by  the  City  Council,  and  in  order 
that  the  rights  of  the  city  and  the  trustees  may 
be  protected. 

Mr.  McNary— I  now  move  the  reference  of 
this  whole  matter  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Library.  I  will  merely  make  this  motion,  and  I 
hope  it  will  pass,  because  I  want  to  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  7.  While  I  am  pretty  well 
overcome  by  his  flood  of  eloquence  on  the  mat- 
ter, still  I  cannot  hold  with  him  in  his  ideas. 
He  states  that  the  petition  presented  in  the 
Legislature  by  the  gentleman  from  my  ward 
was  in  aid  of  a  former  petition,  and  thus  had  a 
right  to  come  in.  Now  I  say  that  there  was  a 
petition  to  this  effect  presented  to  the  Legisla- 
ture by  so  good  a  Democrat  as  Mr.  Quincy, 
of  Quincy,  and  also  an  order  presented  by  Mr. 
Billings  of  Boston,  and  certainly  if  this  petition 
is  presented  at  the  Legislature  later  on,  it  will 
come  in  aid  of  Mr.  Quincy's  petition,  and  can  be 
introduced  without  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 
And  even  if  it  should  be  the  case  that  this  was 
now  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Li- 
brary and  could  not  be  introduced  into  the 
Legislature  later  on,  we  still  have  a  means  of 
remedy.  The  gentleman  can  call  on  the  gentle- 
man who  represents  his  district  at  the  Legis- 
lature to  introduce  the  order  after  the  first 
Wednesday  in  February,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  there  are  plenty  of  representatives  who 
would  be  willing  to  aid  the  gentleman  in  the 
matter.  I  say  that  the  committee  should  have 
some  rights,  and  do  have  some  rights  in  the 
matter,  and  that  the  Council  has  some  right 
in  the  matter  also.  We  are  part  of  the  legis- 
lative branch  of  the  government,  and 
should  pass  upon  whatever  matters  are  sent  up 
to  the  Legislature,  and  should  also  pass  upon 
the  recommendations  in  the  mayor's  address. 
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If  this  resolution  is  passed  we  will  not  do  so.  It  is 
nothing  more  nor  less  than  a  blanket  resolution, 
and  anything  can  be  sent  up  under  it  that  he 
chooses  to  send  up.  I  hope  that  it  will 
be  referred  to  the  committee.  It  will  not  be  killed, 
in  my  opinion  if  that  action  is  taken.because  there 
are  several  things  to  prevent  its  being  killed.  I 
will  frankly  agree  with  the  gentleman  that  I  do 
not  believe  that  the  motives  of  the  gentlemen 
advocating  the  passage  of  the  order  tonight  are 
all  that  they  claim  them  to  be.  I  believe  that 
there  is  some  other  purpose  behind  it.  I  do  not 
believe  that  they  want  this  passed  merely  for 
the  purpose  of  getting  it  before  the  Legislature 
before  the  first  Wednesday  in  February.  I  hope 
that  it  will  go  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Li- 
brary, and  on  that  I  will  move  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Whitmoee— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  gentleman  cannot  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion upon  the  motion  to  refer. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  do  not  suppose  he  intended 
to  move  it  upon  the  whole  matter,  and  I  will  re- 
ply to  the  gentleman  before  I  sit  down.  I  beg 
leave  to  speak  to  the  amendment.  I  think  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  is  a 
fair  one.  There  is  time  enough  to  let  it  go  back 
to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  let  them  accept  it 
if  they  choose.  In  reply  to  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman,  I  desire  to  say  that  if  he  means  me 
he  is  mistaken.  I  wish  to  say  that  I  should 
probably  oppose  some  matters  that  may  be  pre- 
sented, but  I  only  desire  to  have  it  fairly  consid- 
ered and  to  have  the  matter  either  killed  or 
acted  upon  favorably  tonight.  I  would  also  say 
that  the  proposition  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  9  is  fair,  because  it  has  all  the  effect 
which  a  reference  \r  the  Committee  on  Public 
Library  would  have.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  to 
have  that  amendment  adopted,  and  I  do  not  see 
why  even  the  gentleman  from  Ward  15  should 
not  withdraw  his  motion  to  refer.  But,  Mr. 
President,  as  the  gentleman  moved  the  previous 
question,  I  will  renew  it. 

The  main  question  was  ordered.  Mr.  Wilson's 
amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  question  came 
upon  the  passage  of  the  order  as  amended. 

Mr.  McNary  moved  to  refer  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Library. 

Mr.  Whall  raised  the  point  of  order  that  the 
previous  question  having  been  ordered  a  motion 
to  refer  was  not  in  order,  and  the  president  ruled 
the  point  of  order  well  taken. 

The  order  as  amended  was  declared  passed. 
Mr.  McNary  doubted  the  vote,  and  on  his  nmt  ion 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.  The  order  was 
passed,  yeas  il,  nays  18: 

Yeas— Atwood,  Barry,  Bowman,  Burr,  Carroll, 
Chamberlain,  Clark,  Cochran,  Dewey,  Dolan, 
Fisher,  Foss,  Fottler,  Fowler,  Hayes,  Keliher, 
Ladd,  Lattiinore,  Lauten.  Leary,  Light,  Mc- 
Enaney,  F.  Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison,  .J.  Murphy, 
W.  II.  Murphy,  Norton,  O'Mealey,  Perkins. 
Perry,  Richards,  Sanger,  Shaw,  Snow,  E.  Sulli- 
van, Suxtdberg,  Tracer,  Turtle,  Webster,  Whall, 
Whitmore,  Wilson— vi. 

Nays — Coleman,  Connolly,  Davern,  Duggan, 
J.  Gallagher.  1'  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Haggerty, 
Harrington,  BLelley,  Kennedy,  McKenna,  Mc- 
Nary, X.  J.  Murphy,  .N'uiian,  E.  J.  Powers,  R.  Sul- 
livan, Teevens— 18. 

Absent  or  not  \olin^  Illume,  Carstensen, 
<  !oj  le,  I  lesuioncl,  I  Minn,  Ki  ost.  Mahonej ,  C.  C, 
Powers,  Keilly,  Short,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  Thayer 
—12. 

Mr.  Whitmouk  moved  to  reconsider  the  last 
vote ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

HARRISON   AVENUE  BRIDGE    REPAIRS. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  Mr.  Tracy  of- 
fered an  order— That  the  superintendent  of 
streets  be  instructed  to  build  a  bridge  for  foot 
passengers  during  the  repairs  on  the  bridge  on 
Harrison  avenue. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy,  to  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Streets, 

REMOVAL  OF  ICK  AND  SNOW  FROM  HYDRANTS. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  Mr.  Leary  of- 
fered an  order— That  the  Fire  Commissioners 
be  requested  to  include  in  their  annual  esti- 
mates a  sum  sufficient  to  employ  laborers  to  re- 
move snow  and  ice. from  the  hydrants. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Leary,  to  the  Joint 

(  'omiiiillce  on  Kiic  Id  pai  I  nient. 


PAVING  OF  HARRISON  AVENUE. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  Mr.  O'Mealey 
offered  an  order — That  the  superintendent  of 
streets  be  requested  to  include  in  his  annual  es- 
timate for  the  financial  year  a  sum  sufficient  to 
pave  Harrison  avenue  from  Wareham  to  New- 
ton street,  with  granite  blocks. 

Referred  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations. 

PAVING  OF  BUNKER  HILL  STREET. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  Mr.  Fisher 
offered  an  order— That  the  superintendent  of 
streets  be  authorized  to  consider  in  his  annual 
estimates  the  cost  of  paving  Bunker  Hill  street, 
from  Chelsea  to  Webster  street,  Charlestown. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  to  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations. 

PAVING  OF  BLUE  HILL  AVENUE. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  Mr.  Davern 
offered  an  order— That  the  superintendent  of 
streets  be  requested  to  include  in  his  estimate  of 
expenditures  for  the  financial  year  of  1SS7-8S  a 
sum  sufficient  to  pave  Blue  Hill  avenue  with 
granite  blocks,  from  Dudley  street  to  Quincy 
street. 

Referred  on  motion  of  Mr.  Davern,  to  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations. 

DUDLEY-STREET  SCHOOLHOUSE. 

Mr.  Whall  called  up  the  special  assignment, 
viz: 

Order  for  the  purchase  of  9G00  square  feet  of 
land  on  Langdon  street,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding 
§10,000,  for  the  enlargement  and  completion  of 
the  yard  of  the  new  grammar  sehoolhouse  on 
Dudley  street,  with  amendment  to  insert  "S5000" 
in  place  of  "§10.000." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall  the  order  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Commitee  on  Schools  and  School- 
houses. 

ALDERMANIC    DISTRICTS. 

Early  in  the  session  Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an 
order — That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  the  Legislature  at  its  present  session 
for  an  amendment  to  the  law  establishing  alder- 
manic  districts  so  that  they  may  be  made  more 
nearly  equal  in  population  and  voters. 

Specially  assigned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  AVhit- 
more.  to  8  P.M. 

Later  in  the  session  the  order  was  called  up  by 
Mr.  Whitmore,  and  the  question  was  upon  giv- 
ing it  a  second  reading. 

Sir.  Whitmobb— I  introduced  that  order  for 
this  reason:   Two    years    ago    there    «:is   a    law 

Eassed  in  regard  to  aldernianic  districts.  Every- 
ody  knew  and  confessed  that  it  was  a  very  un- 
equal and  unfair  division.  But,  sir,  it  contained 
a  provision  which  was  Supposed  to  correct  that 
unfairness,  namely,  that  the  City  Council  after 
the  next  decennial  division  of  the  city  into 
wards  might  re-district  the  aldernianic  dis- 
tricts. Well,  sir,  then  the  Supreme  Court  gave 
us  the  law  anil  said  that  we  could  not  have  a  re- 
division  of  wards.  The  result  is  thai  there  is  no 
law  which  will  enable  the  City  Council  to  cor- 
rect the  unfairness  of  the  present  aldoi'inanic 
district  system  during  the  next  ton  years.  1  do 
not  think  there  is  a  man  in  this  room,  and  1 
hope  there  is  nol  a  man  in  the  State  House. 
who  will  undertake  to  defend    the  division  of 

wards  into  aldcrinanic  districts  made  that 
year.  Nobody  will  say  that  it  is  a 
fair  division.  Therefore  I  hope  the  Coun- 
cil will  pass  the  order  and  send  it  to  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  because  it.  concerns  them  more 
than  it  does  this  branch.  I  do  not  care  to  make 
any  further  remarks, and  1  do  not  think  anybody 
will  make  a  long  argument  upon  it.  It  concerns 
the  Hoard  of  Aldermen  more  than  it  does  us 
and  it  concerns  the  citizens  of  Boston  more  than 
it  does  the  members  of  the  Hoard  of  Aldermen. 
The  order  does  nothing  more  than  specify  the 
defect  in  the  act  which  resulted  from  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Supreme  Court. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed. 
Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider;  lost.  Sent 
up. 

LIMIT  OF  TAXATION  AND  BORROWING. 

Early  in  the  session  Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an 
order— That  the  president  of  this  Council  be 
directed,  in  its  name  and  behalf,  to  petition  the 
Legislature  at  its  present  session  for  such 
amendments  in  existing  laws  as  shall   place  the 
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city  of  Boston  on  the  same  basis  as  other  cities 
in  this  Commonwealth  in  regard  to  the  limit  of 
its  power  of  taxing  and  borrowing. 

Specially  assigned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whit- 
more,  to  8  P.  M. 

Later  in  the  session  the  order  was  called  up  by 
Mr.  Whitmore,  and  the  question  came  upon 
giving  it  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  suppose  there  is  very  little 
hope  of  changing  anybody's  opinion  by  any  de- 
bate. This  Council  last  year  passed  exactly 
such  an  order,  but  it  was  passed  in  a  form  which 
required  concurrent  vote.  Having  been  passed 
by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  it  was  vetoed  by  the 
mayor  on  the  ground  that  it  was  not  his  private 
opinion,  and  he  did  not  think  he  ought  to  be  the 
messenger  to  transmit  this  opinion  of  ours  to  the 
Legislature.  Now,  Mr.  President,  I  can  only  say 
that  I  want  to  have  the  opinion  of  this  Council 
on  this  question.  If  we  believe  that  the  city 
of  Boston  ought  to  be  treated  like  other 
cities  and  have  the  same  limit  of  taxation  and 
borrowing  power,  let  us  say  so.  But  if  we  pass  it 
in  this  form  it  does  not  require  the  action  of  the 
mayor,  and  it  will  go  up  to  the  Legislature  mere- 
ly as  the  expression  of  theopinionof  this  branch, 
and  in  that  case  I  presume  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men may  be  inclined  to  pass  a  resolution  ex- 
pressing the  opinion  of  their  branch,  and  His 
Honor  the  Mayor  will  be  at  liberty  to  oppose  it 
or  defend  it  as  he  sees  fit.  Under  the  new  char- 
ter any  order  requiring  concurrent  action  has  to 
be  submitted  to  the  mayor  for  his  approval,  but 
an  order  passed  for  a  petition  to  the  Legislature 
from  this  branch  does  not  require  his  sanction 
or  approval.  Therefore,  as  I  have  said,  if  any- 
body desires  to  discuss  the  main  question  they 
can  do  it.  I  do  not  care  to  go  into  the  merits  of 
the  main  question,  because  the  matter  is  one  of 
so  much  notoriety,  and  because  it  is  so  well 
known  that  under  the  law  that  was  passed  the 
city  of  Boston  was  put  at  a  great  disad- 
vantage, although  1  think  that  the  principle  of 
having  some  limit  is  a  good  one,  yet  I  think 
that  Boston  can  be  trusted  to  spend  its  own 
money  as  well  as  Springfield,  Worcester,  Lynn 
or  any  other  city.  The  limit  of  borrowing  in 
Boston  is  cut  down  from  2x/2  per  cent  to  2  per 
cent,  and  the  limit  of  taxation  is  cut  down  to 
$9  per  thousand.  Now,  sir,  what  we  ask  for  is 
simply  that  we  may  be  allowed  the  same  control 
of  our  money  that  other  cities  have,  neither 
more  nor  less.  We  were  singled  out  and  made 
the  scapegoat,  and  the  other  cities  that  had 
spunk  enough  to  stand  up  for  their  rights  es- 
caped it.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  ought  to  go  up 
and  ask  for  the  same  rights  that  other  cities 
have,  I  do  not  propose  to  go  into  the  merits  of 
the  question,  because  I  think  that  everybody 
here  has  made  up  his  mind  that  Boston  should 
be  allowed  to  spend  its  own  money,  and  I  do  not 
think  that  any  argument  would  influence  any- 
body's vote,  on  this  question. 

Mr.  Reilly— I  move  that  that  order  be  as- 
signed to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council  at 
8.30.  My  reason  for  doing  so  is  that  the  Commit- 
tee on  Legislative  Matters  have  had  before 
them  this  week  an  order  not  exactly  similar  to 
that,  but  to  the  same  intent  and  purpose.  The 
committee  have  acted  upon  that  order,  and  will 
report  tonight,  when  the  time  comes  for  the  re- 
ports of  committees  to  be  submitted,  the  draft 
of  an  order  which  they  submit  to  this  Council  to 
be  accepted  by  them  if  they  see  fit.  I  think  the 
gentleman  will  probably  be  satisfied  with  the 
order  which  the  committee  report,  and  in  order 
that  the  matter  may  lay  over  until  after  the 
report  of  the  committee  has  been  handed  in,  I 
move  that  further  consideration  of  this  order  be 
assigned  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council  at 
8.30. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman 
whether  his  order  does  not  come  m  a  form 
which  will  require  concurrent  action  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen? 

Mr.  Reilly — Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Then  I  desire  to  call  his  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  this  order  of  mine  is  in- 
tended to  meet  exactly  the  same  difficulty  we 
had  last  year.  If  His  Honor  the  Mayor  should 
choose  to  veto  the  order  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee it  will  be  too  late  to  go  to  the  Legislature 
this  year,  and  it  is  entirely  to  meet  a  case  of 
that  kind,  and  to  leave  the  question  where  a  pe- 
tition can  go  up  to  the  Legislature  in  time,  that 
I  have  put  m  my  order.  It  is  only  the  opinion 
of  the  Common  Council,  does  not  require  con- 


current action,  and  does  not  have  to  go  to  the 
mayor  tor  his  approval.  It  will  not  interfere 
with  the  gentleman's  order,  because  the  same 
reasons  which  lead  gentlemen  to  vote  for  his 
order  would  lead  them  to  vote  for  this  one.  It 
seems  to  me  that  if  his  order  requires  to  be 
passed  by  both  branches,  the  door  will  be  shut  at 
the  Legislature  before  his  order  can  be  presen- 
ted. To  lay  this  order  over  will  prevent  its  go- 
ing to  the  Legislature  at  all ;  therefore  I  hope  he 
will  not  insist  upon  his  motion  to  assign,  but  on 
the  contrary  will  let  us  take  a  vote.  If  the  Coun- 
cil do  not  like  my  order  that  is  an  end  of  it.  If 
they  assign  it  they  are  simply  killing  it  indirect- 
ly. As  my  object  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  gen- 
tleman I  hope  he  will  not  vote  to  kill  an  order 
which  may  prove  to  be  very  useful. 

Mr.  Reilly— I  would  state  in  reply  to  the  idea 
of  the  gentleman  in  offering  his  order  tonight, 
for  fear  that  the  mayor  will  veto  the  order 
which  we  have,  that  the  mayor  is  acquainted 
with  the  order  we  have  agreed  to  report.  I  saw 
him  yesterday,  and  he  is  favorable  to  it,  and  will 
not  veto  it.  It  will  probably  be  passed  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  go  to  the  Legislature 
immediately,  and  as  the  mayor  is  in  favor  of  it, 
it  will  not  be  shut  out.  So  I  press  my  motion 
that  the  matter  be  assigned  to  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  McNary— I  hope  this  motion  to  assign  will 
not  prevail,  for  the  very  reasons  advanced  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12.  I  am  thorougly  in 
sympathy  and  accord  with  him  on  this  question. 
I  believe  that  it  is  notorious  that  the  $9  limit  is 
too  low,  and  that  the  2  per  cent  limitation  on 
municipal  indebtedness  is  too  low.  I  think  we 
should  have  some  expression  of  our  opinion  go 
to  the  Legislature.  This  matter  will  certainly 
go  the  Legislature  either  in  the  shape  offered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  tonight,  or  in  some 
other  shape.  And  for  that  reason  I  hope  the 
motion  to  assign  will  not  prevail,  but  that  we 
shall  express  our  opinion  upon  this  matter,  and 
pass  the  order  tonight.  If  it  is  necessary,  we 
may  get  the  mayor  to  petition  with  us.  I  think 
we  should  come  to  a  vote  upon  this  matter  to- 
night. 

Mr.  Reilly  withdrew  the  motion  to  assign. 

Mr.  Ladd— It  seems  to  me  that  there  are  seri- 
ous objections  to  this  plan.  There  is  a  reason 
and  it  seems  to  me  a  sound  and  solid  reason, 
why  the  city  of  Boston  should  be  excepted  from 
other  cities.  It  is  becoming  a  well-known  fact 
in  this  country,  and  I  am  sorry  that  I  am  obliged 
to  say  it  of  Boston, that  our  large  cities  cannot  be 
so  implicitly  trusted  to  manage  their  own  finan- 
cial affairs  as  can  our  smaller  cities,  and  that  as 
a  city  grows  in  population— a  population  which 
cannot  be  readily  made  to  feel  the  pressure  of  a 
right  public  sentiment— so  there  will  be  still 
greater  need  of  some  legislative  control,  so 
that  the  financial  affairs  of  this  city  may  be 
limited  and  controlled.  There  is  hardly  a  large 
city  in  the  country  but  that  we  see  this  very 
thing  to  be  true  of.  New  York,  Chicago,  St. 
Louis,  almost  every  city  in  the  country,  is  in 
that  condition.  It  is  unfortunate,  but  it  is  a 
fact,  that  it  is  necessary  to  tie  the  country  to  the 
city  in  order  to  save  the  large  cities  of  our  coun- 
try. In  my  judgment  that  is  a  sufficient  reason 
why  there  should  be  a  different  rule  in  regard  to 
the  larger  cities  from  what  is  pursued  in  regard 
to  the  smaller  cities.  I  believe  it  will  be  true  in 
the  case  of  corporations  as  with  individuals.  It 
is  safe  to  trust  them  with  the  management 
of  their  own  affairs  so  long  as  they  manage 
them  well,  and  when  they  manage  them 
ill  then  it  is  necessary  for  some  power 
to  interfere  and  limit  and  control  their 
management.  More  than  that,  the  present  ex- 
periment of  a  limit  upon  the  taxation  and  bor- 
rowing power  of  the  city  has  not  yet  received  a 
fair  trial ;  and  until  it  has  received  a  fair  trial  I 
am  inclined  to  agree  witli  His  Honor  the  Mayor 
that  we  ought  to  ask  the  Legislature  for  no- 
change. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading,  read 
a  second  time,  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ladd  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered. 

The  order  was  passed ;  yeas  41,  nays  21 : 

Yeas — Bowman,  Carroll,  Carstensen,  Cochran, 
Coleman,  Connelly,  Davern,  Dolan,  Duggan, 
Fisher,  Foss,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Go- 
mez, Haggerty,  Harrington,  Hayes,  Kelley,  Ken- 
nedy, Leary,  McEnaney,  McKenna,  McNary, 
J.  Murphy,  J.  J.Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Norton, 
Nunan,  O'Mealey,  Perry,  E.  J.  Powers.  Reilly, 
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Short,  Snow,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Sund- 
berg,  Teevens,  Tracey,  Whall,  Whitmore — 11. 

Nays  —  Atwood,  Burr,  Chamberlain,  Clark, 
Dewey,  Fottler,  Fowler,  Ladd,  Lattimore,  Lau- 
ten,  Light,  F.  Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison,  Perkins, 
Richards,  Sanger,  Shaw,  E.  Sullivan,  Tuttle, 
Webster,  Wilson— 21. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Barry,  Blume,  Coyle, 
Desmond.  Dunn,  Frost,  Keliher,  Mahoiiey,  C.  C. 
Powers,  Thayer— 10. 

Mr.  Whitmoee  moved  to  reconsider  the  last 
vote;  lost. 

JOINT  RULES  AND  ORDERS. 

The  joint  rules  and  orders  came  down  with 
non-concurrence  of  the  other  branch  in  certain 
amendments  by  the  Council,  etc.,  the  Board  ad- 
heringto  its  former  action. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  that  the  Council  insist 
upon  its  former  action  and  ask  for  a  committee 
of  conference,  It  is  evident  that  the  two  bodies 
are  somewhat  opposed.  The  Board  has  not 
given  way  on  any  point.  We  have  asked  for  a 
concession  on  two  or  three  points,  and  they  have 
sent  down  an  amendment  of  their  own.  If  we 
have  a  committee  of  conference,  I  think  we  can 
probably  get  some  one  point  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Council.  I  therefore  move,  as  there  is  no 
hurry  about  passing  the  rules,  that  we  insist 
upon  our  former  action  and  ask  for  a  committee 
of  conference. 

Mr.  Whall— I  was  unfortunately  prevented 
from  being  present  at  the  last  meeting,  and,  not 
having  read  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  on  Monday,  I  do  not  know 
exactly  on  what  points  we  agree  or  disagree.  If 
the  clerk  will  read  the  endorsement  on  the  pa- 
per as  it  came  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  or  if 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  will  explain  the 
exact  position  of  the  subject,  we  probably  will 
know  how  to  vote  intelligently. 

Mr.  Whitmore — Perhaps  1  can  save  time  by 
stating  the  matter  as  I  understand  it.  The  Board 
of  Aldermen  undertook  to  amend  the  number  to 
constitute  the  Committee  on  Finance  by  having 
the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  aldermen  con- 
sist of  five  members.  The  Council  then  amended 
it  by  making  it  r^ad  five  aldermen  and  seven 
councilmen,  and  cut  out  the  word  "shall"  and 
put  in  the  word  "may,"  so  that  it  would  be  op- 
tional to  send  matters  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance.  When  it  went  to  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men they  receded  in  part  or  amended  their  own 
proposition  by  putting  it  hack  to  three  aldermen 
and  five  councilmen,  and  putting  hack  the  word 
"shall"  in  place  of  the  word  "may,"  so  that  they 
have  made  an  amendment  which  would  make 
the  rule  like  the  old  one,  but  they  differ  with  us 
on  thequestion  of  substituting  the  word  "may  'for 
the  word  "shall."  Besides  that,  the  Council  had 
asked  that  special  committees  might  have  the 
chairmanship  given  to  the  branch  that  origin- 
ated the  committee.  That  they  object  to  en- 
tirely. Now,  sir,  as  the  matter  has  gone  so  far, 
I  still  think  that  in  a  committee  of  conference 
we  may  get  one  point  at  least  of  those  which  we 
have  asked  for,  and  perhaps  in  a  comm  ittee  of 
conference  we  can  make  it  evident  that  the 
first  idea  was  right— that  the  change  we  made 
that  the  committee  should  consist  of  five  alder- 
men and  seven  councilmen  instead  of  three 
aldermen  and  five  councilmen,  is  one  which 
should  he  adopted.  At  any  rate,  as  we  have  ex- 
pressed that  as  our  opinion,  before  we  acknowl- 
edge that  we  were  wrong  it  is  better  that  we 
should  hear  their  arguments,  and  the  only  way 
to  do  that  is  by  a  committee  of  conference. 
There  are  really  three  points  of  difference  be- 
tween us.— the  number  of  aldermen  and  coun- 
cilmen that  should  be  on  the  Committer  on 
Fmance,  the  putting  in  of  the  word  "may"  in- 
stead of  "shall,"  and  the  matter  of  giving  the 
chairmanship  of  special  committees  to  the 
.branch  that  originated  the  committee.  I  think 
that  those  are  points  enough  to  justify  a  com- 
mittee of  conference. 

Mr.  Whall— I  shall  be  compelled  to  vote 
against  the  gentleman's  motion  in  part.  That 
is,  I  believe  that  we  should  concur  with  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  in  that  clause  in  the  rules 
which  refers  to  the  number  of  members  on  the 
Finance  Committee,  and  also  in  that  provision 
which  makes  it  mandatory  that  all  orders  or 
resolutions  involving  the  expenditure  of  money 
shall  go  to  the  money  committee,— to  the  com- 
mittee which  is  supposed  from  its  duties  to  know 
the  state  of  our  finances  better  than  any  other 


committee,  and  if  I  am  in  order  1  will  move  that 
the  Council  concur  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
in  placing  the  number  of  aldermen  at  three  and 
the  number  of  councilmen  at  five,  and  hi  the 
substitution  of  the  word  "shall"  for  the  word 
"may."  In  regard  to  the  other  point  of  differ- 
ence, it  is  a  matter  of  such  slight  importance 
that  I  really  don't  care  whether  we  recede  or 
concur,  or  what  we  do. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  motion  to  concur  takes 
precedence,  of  course,  over  the  motion  to  disa- 
gree, but,  sir,  before  the  Council  votes  on  that  I 
wish  to  say  that  the  number  of  the  committee 
is  immaterial  to  me.  Of  course  I  have  no  pref- 
erences one  way  or  the  other,  but  I  do  most  sin- 
cerely desire  to  say  to  the  members  of  this 
Council,  and  call  their  attention  to  the  fact, 
that  if  this  committee  goes  on  as  the  Committee 
on  Fmance  of  last  year  did,  the  Council  will 
deeply  regret  before  the  year  is  out  that  they 
have  put  any  such  power  in  the  hands  of  that 
committee.  Theoretically  it  is  very  good  indeed 
to  have  all  financial  matters  go  to  the  Finance 
Committee.  Practically — asm  this  is  the  root 
of  luy  objection— the  result  was  this :  Every  or- 
der that  was  put  in  here  for  any  purpose,  how- 
ever good,  had  to  he,  under  the  rule,  immedi- 
ately referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance 
without  discussion.  That  committee  sat  with 
closed  doors,  and  they  never  gave  any  hearing 
to  any  person  in  regard  to  the  merits  of  the 
questions  coming  before  them.  If  there  was  an 
order  for  a  street  extension  or  widening  put  in, 
not  a  word  could  be  said  until  it  went  to  that 
committee,  and  that  committee  never  went 
into  the  merits  of  the  case  at  all.  But  what  did 
occur?  They  waited  until  they  got  a  large  num- 
ber of  matters  before  them  and  then  made  up 
their  results  as  to  the  matters  they  should 
recommend.  Then  they  came  in  with  bills,  the 
only  ones  that  could  be  entertained  by 
the  Council,  and  the  members  had  to  tight  them, 
or  meet  them,  or  try  to  amend  them  as  best  they 
could.  Moreover  orders  referred  to  them  were 
kept  month  after  month,  in  entire  disregard  of 
the  rule  which  requires  a  report  after  a  month 
has  elapsed,  and  there  was  noway  of  compelling 
a  report.  When  reports  were  called  for,  the 
committee  merely  sat  back,  taking  advantage  of 
the  rule  put  into  their  hands,  and  did  as  they 
pleased.  Now,  if  in  face  of  that  statement, 
which  no  one  can  deny,  the  Council  choose  to 
put  in  the  word  "shall"  again,  instead  of  "may," 
I  can  only  say  that  I  am  sorry,  and  I  think  that 
the  Council  will  be  sorry  before  six  months  pass 
by.  When  it  is  merely  permissive,  then  at  any 
time  when  a  motion  is  put  in,  it  can  be  referred 
to  that  committee.  The  word  "may"  means 
that  any  member  can  get  up  and  move  its  refer- 
ence to  that  committee,  and  show  cause  for  so 
doing;  hut,  on  the  other  hand,  it  also  gives 
ground  for  any  one  to  move  to  refer 
a  matter,  to  be  considered  on  its  merits, 
to  aiiy  department  or  any  other  committee, 
and  frankly  I  am  afraid  that  in  the  temper  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  if  we  pass  it,  they  will 
persistently,  whenever  a  matter  is  introduced, 
refer  it  to  that  committee,  but  that  is  not  so  bad 
as  it  is  to  tie  our  hands  in  advance,  and  say  that 
everything  shall  be  referred  to  that  committee. 
It  is  a  matter,  of  course,  which  none  of  us  have 
any  personal  interest  in,  except  in  the  line  of 
experience,  and  I  tell  the  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil through  you,  Mr.  President,  if  this  same  rule 
is  adopted;  and  this  Council  follows  the  example 
of  last  year  and  previous  years,  they  have  set  up 
for  themselves  a  power  which  will  master  them, 
and  have  the  advantage  of  handling  every  mat- 
ter of  this  kind  which  may  come  before  them  as 
they  see  fit.  I  do  not  believe  that  that  is  in  the 
interest  of  good  legislation. 

Mr.  Whall— I  think  that  every  objection  the 
gentleman  urges  against  the  amendment  from 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  is  founded  upon  a  mis- 
conception or  upon  the  bad  cohauctof  lastyear's 
Finance  Committee.  I  think  his  objections  are 
founded  upon  misconceptions  for  this  reason:  the 
Finance  Committee,  if  I  am  informed  correctly, 
does  inquire  into  the  importance  of  matters  re- 
ferred to  them.  His  objection  is  based  upon  the 
had  conduct  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  last 
year  simply  because  the  members  of  the  two 
branches,  or  the  branches  themselves,  had  not 
the  temerity  to  compel  that  committee  to  obey 
the  rules  of  the  City  Council,  and  had  not  the 
courage  to  make  the  committee  report  at  the 
times  when  the  rules  say  it  shall  report.    Now, 
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when  you  make  this  mandatory  you  just  simply 
do  what  the  existence  of  that  committee  would 
logically  require  it  to  do.  The  very  reason  tor 
its  being  is  that  it  is  to  consider  matters  of  this 
kind.  It  it  is  not  to  consider  matters  of  this  kind, 
then  it  has  no  reason  for  its  being,  and  you 
might  for  every  particular  subject  appoint 
a  special  and  particular  committe.  By  mak- 
ing it  mandatory  you  do  not  trust  it  in  the 
hands  of  the  Council.  If  we  do  not  care 
about  sending  it  to  the  committee,  or  if 
that  committee  during  this  year  shows  that  it  is 
to  be  trusted  to  obey  the  rules,  then  there  is  no- 
thing to  prevent  us  hy  a  two-thirds  vote  in  any 
particular  question,  from  suspending  the  rules 
and  sending  it  on  just  as  we  would  have  it.  But 
I  say  these  things  should  first  go  to  the  Finance 
Committee.  If  there  is  any  particular,  any 
urgent  reason  why  they  should  not  go  to  that 
committee,  then  the  urgency  of  that  reason  will 
no  doubt  exact  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen  an 
extraordinary  vote— a  suspension  of  the  rules 
by  a  two-thirds  vote.  I  do  believe  that  the 
aldermen  are  right  in  that  particular  and  it  was 
only  a  few  moments  ago  that  I  knew  there 
was  any  dispute  or  differences  of  opinion  in  tne 
Committee  on  Joint  Rules  as  regards  that  par- 
ticular thing-  It  was  not  mentioned  in  the  com- 
mittee of  which  the  gentleman  and  myself  have 
the  privilege  of  being  members.  The  thing  was 
not  mentioned  there  at  all.  The  members  of 
that  committee  on  the  part  of  this  branch  agreed 
with  their  aldermanic  brethren,  excepting  in 
regard  to  the  number  of  members  of  the  Finance 
Committee  and  excepting  upon  the  unimpor- 
tant question  as  to  who  should  be  chairman  of 
joint  special  committees.  I  believe  that  we 
should  agree  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  Let 
us  have  some  rules.  Let  us  know  how  we  are 
going  on.  Let  us  know  our  entire  rules  and  not 
a  part  of  them.  It  is  for  that  reason  that  I  move 
that  we  concur  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  President— Mr.  Whall  moves  that  we 
concur  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  paragraph 
4  of  Section  2,  which  provides  for  striking  out 
the  word  "may"  and  inserting  the  word 
"shall." 

Mr.  Whitmoee— I  will  only  say,  sir,  that  I  was 
not  aware  when  I  arose  to  speak  before  in  regard 
to  the  conduct  of  the  Finance  Committee,  that 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  was  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Whall— I  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege. 
The  insinuation  which  the  gentleman  has  con- 
veyed in  his  last  remark  is  not  only  unworthy 
of  a  member  of  this  Council,  but  unworthy  of 
the  reputation  which  the  gentleman  himself  has 
heretofore  upheld.  Whether  I  am  a  member  of 
the  Finance  Committee  or  not  does  not  interfere 
with  my  ideas  of  right  and  wrong.  If  it  will 
please  the  gentleman  and  be  a  proof  to  him  that 
I  am  honest  in  my  statements,  I  now  here,  in 
open  Council,  offer  to  resign  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance.  But  the  gentleman  does  me  an 
injustice  and  himself  dishonor  when  he  imputes 
to  my  action  any  unworthy  motive.  The  impu- 
tation is  unworthy  of  him  and  unworthy  any 
member  of  this  Council.  I  will  from  my  knowl- 
edge of  the  man  do  him  the  justice  to  imagine 
that  it  was  only  during  the  excitement  of  de- 
bate that  such  a  mean  and  contemptible  insinu- 
ation could  escape  him. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  Council  can  very  easily 
judge  as  to  the  amount  of  heat  on  the  part  of 
speakers.    The  statements  which  I  made  in  re- 

fard  to  the  past  actions  of  the  Committee  on 
inance,  which  I  say  again  cannot  be  denied, 
were  taken  up  by  the  gentleman  with  an 
amount  of  personal  feeling  which  astonished 
me,  until,  as  I  say  again,  I  was  aware  for  the  first 
time  that  he  was  speaking  in  behalf  of  the  com- 
mittee of  which  he  was  chairman.  And,  sir,  to 
save  time  I  made  that  remark,  for  I  think  what- 
ever construction  will  be  put  upon  it,  I  was  jus- 
tified in  making  it,  and  said  nothing  more  than 
what  anybody  would  draw  in  inference  from  my 
statement.  Now,  sir,  I  say  again  that  the  con- 
duct of  the  Finance  Committee  in  past  years— 
not  simply  last  year— has  been  to  show  that  the 
power  given  to  them  by  the  joint  rules  is  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  rights  of  the  other  members  of 
the  Council.  It  is  very  easy  to  say  that  if  there 
is  great  urgency  the  rule  may  be  suspended,  and 
a  two-thirds  vote  obtained  to  assign  a  matter  to 
some  other  committee,  but  practically  if  the 
rule  says  a  matter  shall  go  there,  it  goes  there, 
and  it  is  very  hard  indeed  to  have  the  rule  sus- 


pended and  a  matter  sent  to  any  other  commit- 
tee. Notwithstanding  the  promptness  with 
which  the  gentleman  attends  to  his  committee 
duties,  as  an  invariable  rule,  and  notwithstand- 
ing the  fact  that  the  second  name  on  the  Fi- 
nance Committee  is  the  name  of  the  president 
of  this  Council,  I  still  say,  without  any  intention 
at  personalities  at  all,  that  the  experience  of 
past  years  has  been  that  putting  this  matter 
so  entirely  into  the  hands  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee has  not  accomplished  good  results,  and 
has  not  brought  about  satisfactory  legislation. 
The  result  has  been,  as  I  said  before,  and  I  re- 
peat it,  that  all  orders  sent  there  have  been  kept 
there,  and  matters  have  been  twisted  and  log- 
rolled and  a  report  has  been  made  up  merely  for 
the  satisfaction  of  the  members  of  the  commit- 
tee. It  was  the  case  with  the  loan  order  brought 
in  to  this  body  last  December,  upon  which  there 
was  a  deadlock  between  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
and  the  Common  Council,  which  lasted  for  some 
two  or  three  weeks,  because  after  the  report 
had  been  made  up  in  that  committee  to  meet 
the  wishes  of  the  very  members,  and  some 
changes  were  made  without  regard  to  the 
wishes  of  certain  aldermen  on  that  commit- 
tee, then  they  would  not  allow  anything  to 
be  done  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  It  is  exactly 
because  this  putting  the  thing  in  that  shape 
makes  the  Finance  Committee  a  close  corpora- 
tion, which  passes  upon  all  our  expenditures, 
and  does  not  allow  the  rest  of  the  members  of 
the  city  government  any  chance  to  know  what 
is  going  on,  that  I  say  again  that  if  we  stand  to 
that  rule  we  shall  repent  it  before  the  year  is 
out. 

The  motion  to  concur  with  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen was  declared  lost- 
Mr.  Whall  doubted  the  vote  and  a  rising  vote 
was  taken,  13  in  the  affirmative  and  24  in  the 
negative,  and  the  motion  was  declared  lost. 
Mr.  Whall  doubted  the  vote,  and  on  his  motion 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  motion  to  concur  In  the  amendment  to 
Rule  2  was  lost,  yeas  17,  nays  40: 

Yeas— Clark,  Dewey,  J,  Gallagher,  Haggertv, 
Ladd,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Norton,  Perkins,  E.  J. 
Powers,  Reilly,  Richards,  Sajiger,  Shaw,  Sund- 
berg,  Webster,  Whall,  Wilson— 17. 

Nays  — Atwood,  Bowman,  Burr,  Carroll, 
Carstensen,  Chamberlain,  Cochran,  Cole- 
man, Connolly,  Davern,  Desmond,  Dolan, 
Fisher,  Foss,  Fottler,  Fowler,  P.  J.  Gallagher, 
Harrington,  Hayes,  Kelley,  Kennedy,  Latti- 
more,  Leary,  McEnaney,  McKenna,  McNary, 
F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  Murphy,  J.  J.  Murphy,  Nunan, 
O'Mealey,  Perry,  Short,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  J. 
H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Teevens,  Tracey, 
Tuttle— 40. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Barry,  Blume,  Coyle, 
Duggan,  Dunn,  Frost,  Gomez,  Keliher,  Lauten, 
Light,  Mahoney,  F.  Morrison,  C.  C.  Powers, 
Thayer,  Whitmore— 15. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  it  was  voted 
that  the  Council  adhere  to  its  former  action  and 
ask  for  a  committee  of  conference. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  it  was  voted 
that  the  committee  of  conference  consist  of  five 
members. 

The  president  appointed  Messrs.  Whitmore, 
F.  Morison,  Teevens,  Bowman  and  Coleman  on 
said  committee.    Sent  up. 

SPECIAL  COMMITTEE  ON   SALARIES. 

Under   a  suspension  of  the  rule,  Mr.  Carroll 

offered  an  order— That  Messrs. ,  with  such 

as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  constitute 
a  special  Committee  on  Salaries. 

Passed.    Mi-.  Carroll  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

Subsequently  the  president  appointed  Messrs. 
Carroll,  Fottler,  Sullivan  of  Ward  19,  Ladd  and 
Dolan  on  said  committee.    Sent  up. 

REPRESENTATION  FROM  WARDS  22  AND  25. 

Early  in  the  session  Mr.  R.  Sullivan  offered  an 
order— That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  the  Legislature  to  so  amend  the  Bos- 
ton city  charter  that  the  number  of  councilmen, 
now  72,  be  increased  to  74,  in  order  that  wards  22 
and  25  shall  each  year  have,  according  to  the 
assessed  polls  of  each  ward,  a  just  representa- 
tion in  the  lower  branch  of  the  City  Council. 

Specially  assigned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson, 
to  8.05  P.  M. 

Later  in  the  session  Mr.  R.  Sullivan  called  the 
order  up. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— If  there  is   a  question  upon 
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which  all  parties  agree,  it  is  the  fact  that  all  dis- 
tricts and  peoples  should  have  just  representa- 
tions. It  is  a  question  upon  which  Republicans, 
Democrats.  Labor  Reformers  or  Greenbackers 
will  not  differ.  It  is  a  principle  laid  down  in 
every  free  country  that  just  representation 
should  be  given.  In  the  case  I  have  brought  in 
tonight  it  is  a  fact  that  the  two  wards  referred 
to  have  not  had  fair  representation  in  this 
branch  of  the  City  Council  for  the  last  10  years. 
Ward  22  comes  here  tonight,  and  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent  her,  to  ask  from  this  Council 
that  they  will  request  the  mayor  to  petition  the 
Legislature  to  give  her,  what  I  think  every  gen- 
tleman in  this  Council  will  be  only  too  willing 
to  give  her— a  fair  representation  in  this  branch 
of  the  City  Council.  I  do  not  say  that  I  am  spe- 
cially in  favor  of  increasing  the  number  of  coun- 
cilmen  of  the  city  of  Boston,  because  it  is  a 
mooted  question,  now,  as  I  understand  it,  that 
there  is  a  possibility  of  the  Common  Council  be- 
ing abolished — but  that  is  not  a  subject  to  be  dis- 
cussed here  tonight.  The  simple  question  which 
is  introduced  here  is  that  Wards  22  and  25  shall 
have  a  fair  representation.  I  have  brought  in 
the  order  to  increase  the  number  of  Common 
Councilmen  of  the  city  of  Boston  by  two,  be- 
cause I  thought  it  would  not  be  fair  now  to  have 
in  the  15  wards  which  are  less  in  assessed  polls 
than  Ward  22  is  at  the  present  time,  a  decrease 
in  their  number  of  Common  Councilmen. 
Therefore  I  have  brought  in  what  I  consider 
the  fairest  proposition  for  every  ward  in 
the  city  of  Boston.  There  was  an  act  passed 
in  the  year  1875,  Chapter  243,  the  heading 
of  which  reads:  "An  act  to  authorize  a  di- 
vision of  the  city  of  Boston  into  24  wards,  and 
to  fix  the  number  of  members  of  the  Common 
Council."  In  1875  no  doubt  there  was  a  fail- 
division  of  wards  at  that  time — wards  22  and  25 
were  made  what  was  called  Ward  22 ;  that  is, 
there  were  but  24  wards  in  the  city 
of  Boston  at  that  time.  By  an  act  of  1876,  Chap- 
ter 242,  Ward  22  was  divided  into  two  wards,  one 
of  which  was  called  Ward  25,  and  the  other  one 
Ward  22.  By  that  act  it  was  decided  that  Ward 
22  should  have  two  councilmen  one  year,  and 
one  councilman  the  next  year,  and  that  Ward 
25  should  have  two  councilmen  one  year  and  one 
councilman  the  next  year,  the  two  wards  alter- 
nating in  having  two  representatives  in  this 
branch.  During  the  10  years  this  district 
has  increased  45  per  cent,  the  largest  per  cent- 
age  of  increase  of  any  one  ward  in  the  city 
of  Boston.  For  10  years  AVards  22 
and  25  have  had  no  just  representation 
The  time  came  when,  by  the  Act  of  1875,  Chapter 
243,  which  stated  that  every  10  years  a  redistrict- 
ing  of  wards  would  be  allowed  by  the  City  Coun- 
cil; but  there  was  no  redistricting.  I  do  not 
know  where  the  fault  lay  at  that  time,  but  I 
know  that  at  that  time  we  should  have  had  a 
fair  redistricting  of  the  wards,  and  at  that  time 
when  we  should  have  had  a  fair  representation 
in  the  Common  Council  there  was  no  redistrict- 
ing done.  Therefore  since  we  ask  nothing  but 
that  which  we  have  a  right  to,  and  which  you 
no  doubt  would  have  allowed  if  there  had 
been  a  right  to  redistrict  the  city,  we  think  it  is 
no  more  than  just  to  offer  this  petition  to  the 
Legislature  to  grant  us  what  is  right.  It  is  no 
Republican  or  Democratic  matter.  At  the  pres- 
ent time  Ward  25  is  represented  in  this  Council 
by  a  Republican.  I  bring  in  the  order  for  Ward 
25  the  same  as  I  bring  it  in  for  Ward  22.  Perhaps 
there  is  no  reason  for  argument,  as  I  think  you 
would  say,  it  being  simply  justice  and  fairness 
that  the  order  should  go  upon  its  passage.  I 
have  allowed  the  assignment  to  run  over  the 
hour  named  for  so  long  a  time  in  order  that  the 
members  might  consider  the  matter,  and  I  hope 
that  every  gentleman  in  the  Council  will  look 
at  it  as  I  do,  and  we  ask  that  the  order  be  passed 
tonight. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— As  the  representative 
from  Ward  25  I  desire  to  say  that  our  people  in 
that  section  do  not  feel  that  Ward  25  has  proper 
representation.  They  feel  that  there  should  be 
at  least  two  members  from  that  ward  to  repre- 
sent them  in  this  Council.  I  am  heartily  in  favor 
of  the  order  as  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  22,  and  trust  that  the  Council  will  pass  it. 

Mr.  Sullivan — I  forgot  to  state  something 
that  will  probably  throw  more  light  upon  it.  In 
looking  over  the  assessed  polls  I  find  that  Ward 
22  has  4470  assessed  polls.  I  wish  also  to  state 
that  in  regard  to  the  number  of  assessed  polls 


we  stand  tenth  on  the  list;  that  is,  15  wards  have 
not  as  many  assessed  polls  as  we  have,  and  yet 
we  have  only  one  representative  in  this  body. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading,  read 
a  second  time,  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Dewey— If  we  pass  this  order  we  simply 
grant  an  extra  privilege  to  these  two  wards. 
Under  the  districting  of  1875,  that  territory 
which  was  at  that  time  one  ward,  received  the 
same  number  of  councilmen  and  had  the  same 
representation  that  any  other  ward  in  the  city 
had.  Later  on  that  ward  was  subdivided  and 
made  into  two  wards,  but  that  same  territory 
now  has  just  the  same  representation  which  all 
the  other  wards  have  at  the  present  time.  If  it 
was  still  known  as  one  ward  and  three  council- 
men  were  elected  from  the  whole  ward,  then  I 
think  the  representative  from  that  ward  would 
not  rise  here  and  ask  to  have  live  councilmen 
allowed  to  that  ward  because  of. the  increased 
number  of  polls.  If  this  is  passed  now  there  is 
just  the  same  reason  for  one  of  the  old  wards, 
whose  number  has  remained  the  same,  to  come 
in  and  ask  to  have  more  councilmen  for  that 
ward.  The  simple  fact  of  the  subdivision  of  the 
ward  and  the  making  of  it  into  two  wards  is  not 
a  sufficient  reason  for  giving'  two  more  council- 
men  to  that  district,  and  leaving  all  the  other 
wards  with  their  representation  as  it  was  fixed 
by  the  districting  of  1875.  I  hope  the  order  will 
not  pass. 

Mr.  Atwood — I  would  like  to  inquire  from  the 
member  from  Ward  22  or  the  member  from 
Ward  25  the  number  of  assessed  polls  in  Ward 
25? 

Mr.  Chamberlain— As  I  understand,  there  are 
about  2500  in  Ward  25. 

Mr.  Atwood— With  the  number  of  assessed 
polls  in  Ward  22,  4470,  and  in  Ward  25,  2500,  and 
with  the  district  and  the  amount  of  territory 
covered  by  these  wards,  I  don't  see  why  they 
shouldn't  have  equal  representation  with  the 
other  wards  of  the  city.  I  hope  that  the  order 
will  pass. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  certainly  do  not  want  any  injus- 
tice done  to  any  section  of  the  city  of  Boston  as 
to  its  representation  here,  but  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  order  is  unwise  in  some  respects.  It 
points  out  a  particular  remedy,  which  may  not 
be  the  wisest  remedy.  It  seems  to  me  that 
there  is  a  very  strong  and  almost  insuperable 
objection  to  having  the  number  of  the  council- 
men  increased  to  a  number  beyond  72.  There 
is,  in  the  first  place,  no  preparation  for  a  larger 
number  here,  and  it  would  require  a  reorganiza- 
tion of  this  chamber.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
fairer  way  would  be  to  request  the  mayor  to  pe- 
tition the  Legislature  to  make  a  reassignment  of 
the  representatives  from  the  different  wards, 
.  which  would  occasion  no  alteration  of  the  ward 
lines  at  all.  I  don't  know  but  that  the  reassign- 
ment would  go  to  reduce  the  number  of  repre- 
sentatives from  my  own  ward  ;  it  is  not  impos- 
sible. It  might  come  from  some  other  wards  of 
the  city  of  Boston ;  I  don't  know  what  particular 
section  it  would  come  from,  but  I  should  be  in 
favor  of  supporting  a  measure  here  to  re- 
assign the  wards  so  as  to  do  justice 
not  only  at  the  present  time,  but  also 
to  allow  for  the  possible  growth  of  the  outlying 
wards  at  the  expense  of  wards  that  have  either 
decreased  in  population  or  have  remained  con- 
stant and  steady  while  these  wards  have  in- 
creased very  largely.  It  seems  to  me  that  that 
would  be  a  wiser  measure,  and  I  wish  the  gen- 
tleman who  introduced  the  order  would  accept 
an  amentment  to  that  effect.  I  am  not  prepared 
to  make  it  at  this  time,  because  I  am  not  famil- 
iar enough  with  the  subject. 

Mr.  Sullivan  of  Ward  22—1  would  say  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  10  that  there  may  be  a 
time,  after  we  have  been  given  the  just  repre- 
sentation we  deserve,  when  some  one  will  peti- 
tion to  have  a  redistricting  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  and  at  that  time  there  may  be 
changes  in  regard  to  how  many  councilmen 
shall  come  here,  That  is  a  question  for  the 
future.  I  don't  think  that  Ward  22  should 
wait  until  that  time.  I  think  now,  as  I  have 
stated,  that  Ward  22  has  waited  ten  years  for  a 
just  representation — that  by  sonic  curious  mix- 
ture, I  might  say,  two  wards,  the  heart  of  each 
being  from  four  miles  and  a  half  to  five  miles 
apart,  were  annexed  together  as  one  ward  10 
years  ago.  That  should  not  have  been  done,  but 
it  was  done,  and  nobody  here  can  give  any  just 
reason  why,  since  that  has  been  made  into  two 
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wards,  there  should  not  be  five  councilmen  to 
represent  those  two  wards.  At  present  both 
those  wards  have  only  three  councilmen  to- 
g-ether, and  as  I  say  Ward  22  stands  tenth  on  the 
list  of  the  wards,  according  to  the  number  of 
assessed  polls.  That  is  simply  common  justice 
that  we  ask  for,  and  it  is  the  justice  that  we  ex- 
pect from  this  Council. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  say,  sir,  having  been 
on  the  committee  that  made  the  division  of 
wards  in  1875,  that  I  can  state  why  that  hap- 
pened. We  were  obliged  to  lay  out  the  wards, 
24  in  number,  and  we  had  to  take  territory 
which  was  contiguous  and  touching,  and  it  so 
happened  that  Brighton  was  connected  with 
Boston  only  by  the  merest  possible  line  and  that 
came  through  a  territory  then  unsettled,  al- 
though it  lias  since  then  grown  very  fast  indeed. 
The  gentleman  is  not  only  right  in  saying  that 
for  the  last  ten  years  that  original  ward,  since 
divided  into  wards  22  and  25,  has  not  even  had 
what  would  be  a  fair  representation  as  she 
then  stood,  but  that  for  ten  years  she  has 
been  growing,  and  the  inequality  has  been 
increasing  from  year  to  year.  I  think, 
hi  regard  to  what  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  10  has  said,  that  however  true  it 
may  he,  we  ought  to  be  allowed  to  make  some 
better  division  of  the  representation  of  the  wards. 
The  situation  unfortunately  stands  in  the  way  of 
anything  of  the  kind  at  present,  and  if  we  can 
do  perfect  justice  in  all  cases,  why  should  we 
delay  what  everybody  will  confess  is  simple  jus- 
tice in  the  single  case  presented  to  us.  Theoret- 
ically I  should  like  to  see  a  measure  brought  in, 
but  I  know  that  even  the  talent  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  10  will  fail  to  make  the  mem- 
bers agree  to  the  ward  boundaries.  They  won't 
do  it,  and  no  scheme  that  I  know  of,  unless  you 
had  a  thousand  parts  divided  out.  could  give 
exact  equality  between  the  wards  as  they  now 
exist.  That  must  be  postponed  until  the  time 
that  the  constitution  shall  be  amended  to  what 
was  supposed  to  be  its  meaning,  until  the  Su- 
preme Court  pointed  out  the  mistake  of  every- 
body from  1857  down.  Now  I  hope  that  the  mo- 
tion which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  22  has 
brought  in  will  be  passed,  because  it  is  simply 
just.  It  is  right  in  itself,  and  this  is  a  proper 
time  to  attend  to  it,  and  for  the  fourth  or  fifth 
time  I  must  again  say  that  we  want  to  have  en- 
tire justice  done  this  year.  We  should  do  it  to- 
night, and  therefore  I  hope  that  the  order  will 
pass  tonight,  and  also  that  it  will  he  concurred 
in  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  McNaky— I  think  that  there  can  be  no 
doubt  of  the  justice  of  this  petition  and  that  we 
ought  to  pass  the  order.  I  merely  rise  here  to 
say  something  in  addition  to  what  has  been  said 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  22  in  relation  to 
the  increase  of  the  growth  in  his  ward.  The 
board  of  assessors  recommended  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  that  certain  additional  assess- 
ment districts  be  provided  hi  three  wards, — 
Ward  13,  Ward  24  and  Ward  22,  and  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Committee  on  Assessors'  Department  held 
this  week  Mr.  Hills,  the  chairman  of  the  assess- 
ors, stated  that  Ward  22  was  growing  faster.per- 
haps,  than  any  other  ward  in  the  city  in  the 
number  of  polls  and  buildings — polls  particular- 
ly— and  that  it  was  desirable  to  subdivide  the  as- 
sessment district  of  that  ward,  and  appoint  ad- 
ditional assessors  for  that  ward,  on  account  of 
the  increased  number  of  polls.  As  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  22  has  stated, this  stands  10  th  in 
the  list  of  wards  according  to  polls,  and  there 
can  be  no  stronger  evidence  given  in  support  of 
his  claim.  I  certainly  hope  that  the  order  will 
be  passed. 

Mr.  Short — I  wish  to  say  but  one  word  in  re- 
gard to  the  passage  of  this  order,  and  that  is  to 
heartily  endorse  the  sentiments  expressed  by 
my  colleague  from  Ward  22,  and  the  able  and 
thorough  manner  in  which  this  order  and  the 
justice  of  its  passage  have  been  presented  to  the 
members.  This  matter  has  been  frequently 
spoken  about  and  frequently  advocated  by  the 
residents  of  that  ward  and  the  residents  of  Ward 
25.  In  regard  to  the  expressions  emanating  from 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  10,  I  would  for  one 
earnestly  oppose  the  redisricting  of  the  wards, 
for  one  reason :  I  do  not  know  precisely  the  com- 
plexion of  the  inhabitants  residing  in  the  ward 
from  which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  comes, 
but  perhaps  in  this  redistrieting,  provided  he 
happens  to  live  hi  a  district  that  will  be  redis- 
tricted  in  the    same  way  a    Democratic    ma- 


jority might  be  effected,  and  that  would  deprive 
us  of  the  able  speeches  and  the  information  de- 
rived from  his  presence  in  this  Council.  That, 
of  course,  would  be  a  serious  loss  to  the  welfare 
of  this  body,  So  far  as  the  justice  of  this  order 
is  concerned,  I    ope  it  will  be  allowed  to  pass. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  only  rise  to  correct  the  misappre- 
hension which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  22,  and 
also  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  seem  to  have 
of  my  remarks.  I  did  not  advocate  redistriet- 
ing. I  am  not  in  favor  of  it.  I  agree  with  the 
Supreme  Court.  My  remark  was  simply  that 
there  should  be  a  reassignment  of  the  members 
of  the  Council  so  that  those  wards  that  are  over- 
represented  at  the  present  time  could  be  reduced 
in  representation,  and  those  that  are  not  proper- 
ly represented  could  be  increased  in  represen- 
tation. But,  Mr.  President,  if  we  are  to  have 
representatives  from  that  ward  like  the  gentle- 
man who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  who  knows  no 
more  than  to  come  to  a  legislative  body  and 
undertake  to  make  it  an  arena  for  personal 
abuse,  then  I  say  perhaps  it  would  be  better  for 
us  to  retain  the  representation  as  it  is  at  the 
present  time.  It  is  a  disgrace  to  a  legislative 
body  to  have  a  constant  recurrence,  as  in  this 
body,  of  this  personal  abuse,  and  I  hope 
it  will  cease.  If  it  does  not  cease  I  hope 
that  something  else  will  cease.  Now,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, it  seems  to  me  that  just  that  same  relief 
should  be  granted  in  this  instance.  The  consti- 
tution has  been  brought  in  here  as  an  obstacle 
in  the  way.  I  do  not  understand  that  the  con- 
stitution is  an  obstacle  in  the  way,  in  the  form 
that  I  made  my  suggestion  of  a  reassignment  of 
the  members.  Certainly  if  the  Legislature  has 
power  to  add  to  the  number  of  representatives 
in  this  body  it  also  has  power  to  reassign,  and 
say  that  some  representatives  shall  be  taken 
away  from  one  ward  and  added  to  another 
ward.  One  principle  involves  the  other  princi- 
ple, and  there  is  nothing  unconstitutional  hi  it. 
Therefore  I  shall  feel  like  favoring  the  gentle- 
man's proposition  if  presented  to  us  in  that 
shape,  and  if  it  calls  for  a  reassignment  of  the 
members  so  that  justice  shall  be  done  to  Ward 
22  and  Ward  25.  Until  that  is  done  I  shall  feel 
compelled  to  oppose  a  proposition  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  Short— Just  a  word  in  explanation. 
When  I  spoke  I  merely  gave  evidence  that  I  ap- 
preciated the  exceptional  intellectual  develop- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10.  If  that 
is  personal  abuse  he  gives  evidence  of  the  fact 
that  he  does  not  appreciate  his  own  ability,  and 
it  would  ultimate  that  this  body  did  not  have 
full  conception  of  the  benefit  derived  from  his 
presence  here  and  the  remarkable  ability  with 
which  he  represents  his  district.  I  certainly  did 
not  intend  to  indulge  hi  any  personal  abuse,  be- 
cause not  only  the  district  from  which  I  come, 
but  the  people  for  some  distance  about  that 
place  are  very  magnanimous  in  their  disposi- 
tion, and  I  certainly  would  not  deliberately  or 
intentionally  .indulge  in  any  personal  remarks 
that  would  reflect  upon  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— 1  do  not  think  the  ques- 
tion ought  to  hinge  upon  the  reassignment  of 
members.  This  measure  ought  to  hinge  upon 
the  question  of  giving  a  fair  representation  to 
Wards  22  and  25.  While  I  am  not  so  fully  posted 
as  regards  Ward  22,  yet  from  what  I  know  I  be- 
lieve that  what  the  gentleman  from  Ward  22 
has  said  is  correct,  and  that  they  should  have 
their  three  councilmen.  Ward  25  is  one  of  the 
outlying  districts ;  it  is  constantly  growing,  and 
I  believe  it  is  nothing  but  right  and  fair  that 
they  should  have  at  least  two  councilmen  from 
that  ward  to  represent  them  in  this  body. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Carroll  the  main  question 
was  ordered. 

The  order  was  passed.  Mr.  Sullivan  moved  to 
reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

EMPLOYMENT    OF    ARMED     BODIES    OF    MEN    BY 
CORPORATIONS  AND  INDIVIDUALS. 

Early  in  the  session  Mr.  Carroll  offered  an  or- 
der—That His  Honor  the  Mayor  petition  the 
Legislature  at  its  present  session  for  the  passage 
of  a  law  forbidding  the  organizing  by  corpora- 
tions or  private  individuals  any  armed  body  or 
bodies  of  men  residing'  in  this  or  any  other  State, 
or  the  employment  of  any  such  armed  bodies  of 
men  by  individuals  or  corporations  for  any  pur- 
pose whatsoever. 

Mr.  Whall— That  appears  to  be  a  very  im- 
portant matter.  I  presume  that  it  is  aimed  at 
the  Pinkerton  detectives.    If  it  is,  it  has  my  cor- 
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dial  support.  But  I  want  to  know  exactly  what 
it  does  mean,  and  therefore  I  move  that  it  be  as- 
signed to  8  15  this  evening:. 

The  order  was  specially  assigned  to  8.15  P.M. 

Later  in  the  session  Mr.  Carroll  called  up  the 
assignment. 

The  question  was  on  the  second  reading-  of  the 
order. 

Mr.  Carroll— The  reason  why  I  bring  this 
order  up  at  the  present  time  is  on  account  of  the 
example  we  have  had  in  another  State  of  the 
conduct  of  bodies  of  men  armed  and  equipped 
by  private  individuals  for  the  purpose  of  estab- 
lishing so-called  peace  and  order.  It  has  been 
done  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey  within  the  past 
week ;  and  last  year  we  had  an  example  in  St. 
Louis  and  also  in  Chicago.  I  would  at  the  pres- 
ent time,  in  case  any  such  trouble  arises  in  this 
city,  hope  that  our  citizens  would  not  be  injured 
bodily  by  men  thus  armed  under  the  direction 
of  corporations,  and  I  think  that  such  armed 
bodies  should  be  forbidden  in  the  State.  We 
have  one  headquarters  in  this  city  at  the  pres- 
ent time  for  this  organization,  called  the  Pink- 
erton  Detective  Agency,  and  they  furnish  men 
for  any  purpose  whatever.  No  matter  what  the 
occasion  is,  whether  a  strike,  theft,  or  anything 
else,  they  furnish  men  for  the  emergency,  and  I 
do  not  think  that  those  men  have  the  right  or 
should  be  allowed  to  carry  arms  in  this  State. 
The  State  prohibits  such  men  from  carrying 
arms  without  a  license,  and  I  do  not  think  that 
these  men  should  be  licensed  to  carry  arms 
and  thereby  be  the  means  of  killing  or  maiming 
others,  without  a  license  from  the  city  or  State, 
or  whatever  legal  action  may  be  required.  I 
have  introduced  this  order  in  order  that  this 
principle  may  be  carried  out  in  this  State. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  certainly  am  not  in  favor  of  the 
advisability  of  protecting  the  peace  by  allowing- 
private  individuals  to  bear  arms,  and  hire 
others  to  bear  arms,  and  if  there  could  be  coupled 
with  this  order  an  order  that  should  call 
on  the  State  to  protect  the  property  of  pri- 
vate individuals,  whenever  it  was  threatened, 
I  should  be  in  favor  of  such  a  proposi- 
tion as  this.  But  until  the  two  things  can 
go  together  I  feel  that  it  is  our  duty  to  op- 
pose a  proposition  of  this  kind.  Private 
property  must  be  protected,  and  if  the  State  is 
so  feeble  and  so  weak  that  it  cannot  protect  it— 
and  that  is  becoming  a  question  in  many  of  the 
States  at  the  present  time — then  I  say  that  it  i-; 
tying  the  hands  of  a  man  when  he  is  down,  and 
when  he  is  at  the  mercy  of  his  antagonist,  so  that 
he  shall  not  defend  himself  and  shall  not  defend 
his  property.  I  hone  that  the  State  is  capable 
of  doing  it;  I  hope  that  the  State  will  always  be 
found  able  and  willing  to  do  it;  but  before  any 
measure  of  this  kind  is  passed  I  want  to  see 
more  of  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  State  to 
do  its  duty,  and  I  want  to  see  such  disposition 
on  the  part  of  politicians  and  men  who  control 
the  State,  and  who  control  the  militia  and  the 
State  machinery,  that  ought  to  be  used  for  the 
protection  of  private  property,  to  do  their  duty, 
and  not  to  feel  that  they  are  subject  to  mob 
spirit  and  mob  rule,  for  that  is  all  these  strikes 
amount  to.  It  is  an  effort  to  introduce  and  glori- 
fy and  expand  mob  rule,  and  silence  the  Taws, 
and  render  paralytic  the  power  of  the  State,  and 
the  power  that  ought  to  be  always  ready  to  pro- 
tect the  property  and  lives  of  private  individ- 
uals. Therefore  1  feel  like  opposing  this  meas- 
ure unless  a  measure  is  introduced  calling  upon 
the  State  to  pass  legislation  which  shall  require 
it  to  protect  private  property  whenever  there  is 
danger  of  its  being  destroyed. 

Mr.  Whall— I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt 
but  that  the  gentleman  would  interpose  no  ob- 
jection to  this  order  as  it  now  stands,  if  he  for  a 
moment  remembered  the  fact  that  upon  our 
statute  books  there  now  exist  the  precise  provi- 
sions which  he  would  seek  to  have  engrafted 
upon  this  order.  Private  firms  or  corporations 
can  call  upon  the  chief  executive  officers  of 
their  cities  or  towns  for  police  protection,  pri- 
vate policemen  being  made  officers  of  the  cities  or 
of  the  towns  become  public  officers,  not  included 
in  the  provisions  of  this  order,  and  that  can  be 
done.  If  the  town  watch  or  the  Police  Depart- 
ment of  a  town  or  a  city  fail  to  protect  the  inter- 
ests of  its  citizens  from  the  onslaughts  of  the 
mob  against  which  my  friend  so  eloquently  and 
so  rightly,  I  think,  inveighs,  these  extra  police- 
men may  at  once  be  brought  into  service.  If 
from    some   combination  of  circumstances  the 


drafting  of  such  extra  policemen  in  any  town  or 
in  any  city  is  found  to  be  impossible  or  nnpracti- 
cable.then  our  statutes  come  in  with  another  pro- 
vision, which  allows  any  city  or  town  in  this 
Commonwealth,  upon  the  requisition  of  another 
city  or  town,  to  send  to  the  city  forwarding  the 
requisition,  some  of  its  police  officers.  If  the 
civil,  and  by  that  I  mean  the  police  officers,  are 
found  to  be  insufficient,  then  our  statutes  allow 
the  governor,  upon  proper  requisitions,  to  call 
out,  if  need  be,  the  entire  militia  force  of  the 
State.  Everything  that  the  gentleman 
seeks  to  have  engrafted  upon  this  particular 
order,  if  he  will  stop  to  think,  he  will 
remember  has  a  warrant  in  our  statutes. 
But  as  I  understand  it,  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  15  seeks  to  overcome  a  difficulty  that 
may  become  a  menace  to  our  people,  if  it  is  not 
a  menace  at  the_  present  time.  A  few  days 
ago  I  was  horrified  to  learn,  in  passing 
through  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  that  these 
Pinkerton  detectives,  in  the  most  cold-blooded 
manner  imaginable,  slaughtered  a  poor  innocent 
boy.  They  themselves  did  not  seek  to  justify 
their  action.  I  think  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
15  does  not  intend  to  repress  armed  authority  in 
cases  like  the  anarchist  riots  in  Chicago.  I  be- 
lieve in  cases  of  that  kind  the  mighty  arm  of  the 
law  should  be  at  work,  and  that  lawlessness  of 
that  kind  should  be  repressed  and  repressed  at 
once.  But  the  case  intended  to  be  covered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  15  is  one  of  an  en- 
tirely different  character.  If  I  understand  him 
rightly,  he  desires,  when  private  corporations  or 
private  individuals  seek  to  protect  their  property 
from  what  they  imagine  for  the  time  being, 
whether  rightly  or  wrongly,  to  be  unwarranted 
attacks,  either  of  individuals  or  of  organized 
bodies,  to  prevent  them  from  calling  in  nnau- 
authorized  private  officials.  I  think  he  is  right. 
I  think  that  in  a  Commonwealth  like  Massachu- 
setts, where  every  provision  is  made  for  the  call- 
ing in  of  an  extra  number  of  public  officers — 
officers  sworn  to  do  their  duty,  and  upon  whom 
the  town,  and  the  city,  and  the  State  have  the 
hand  of  authority — that  the  Pinkerton  detective 
agency,  or  any  other  detective  agency,  or  any 
other  body  of  nien.should  not  be  allowed  to  come 
in  and  simply  by  brute  force,  by  organized  force, 
attempt  to  prevent  citizens  from  making  any 
demonstrations  they  please.  Police  duty  is 
to  be  done  by  the  State  and  by  the  State's  agents — 
by  public  officers— and  in  Massachusetts,  no 
matter  what  may  be  the  case  in  other  States, 
there  is  no  necessity  for  bringing  in  these  un- 
authorized bodies  of  men.  If  we  read  the  papers 
aright,  and  they  speak  the  truth  in  many  cases 
—and  now  I  do  not  refer  particularly  to  the 
Pinkerton  detective  agency— we  find  that  in 
many  cases  these  unauthorized  bodies  of  men 
are  but  a  crowd  of  bummers,  and  men  without 
any  respect  for  law  themselves— a  crowd  of 
men  against  whom,  perhaps,  it  would  be  well 
if  the  State  should  direct  its  own  public 
efforts.  I  have  tried  to  speak  dispassion- 
ately on  this  subject,  because  I  think  it 
involves  the  immediate  repression  and  the 
immediate  stamping  out  of  a  principle  that  may, 
if  it  is  allowed  to  grow,  become  a  menace  to  the 
liberties  of  the  people;  and  I  have  cited  the 
example  of  the  poor  lad  who  was  so  wantonly 
slaughtered  a  few  days  ago  in  New  Jersey  sim- 
ply for  the  purpose  ol  giving  an  illustration  of 
what  it  is  possible  for  these  men  to  do.  We  have 
heard  stories  that  have  come  to  us  from  the 
stockyards  of  the  West  bear  pretty  much  the 
same  tale.  I  do  not  know  the  facts  thoroughly, 
but  any  thinking  man  will  see  that  it  is  to  •  the 
interests  of  the  State  to  make  the  repression  of 
crime  the  duty  of  public  and  not  of  private  offi- 
cers; and  I  think  now  that  the  gentleman,  if  he 
remembers  the  sections  which  Ihave  cited  from 
our  statutes,  will  perfectly  agree  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  15  and  see  no  objection  in 
passing  the  order  as  it  comes  before  this  body. 

Mr.  F.  Morison  moved  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Foss— I  hope  that  the  gentleman  will  with- 
draw the  motion  for  one  moment  until  I  can 
submit  the  report  of  a  committee. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost. 

Mr.  Carroll's  order  was  declared  rejected.  Mr. 
Carroll  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  a  veri- 
fication by  yeas  and  nays.  The  clerk  called  the 
roll  and  the  order  was  passed:  yeas  41,   nays  22: 

Yeas — Carroll,  Carstensen,  Chamberlain, Coch- 
ran, Coleman,  Connolly,  Davern,  Desmond,, 
Dolan,  Duggan,  Foss,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gal- 
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lagher,  Gomez,  Haggerty,  Harrington.  Hayes, 
Kelley,  Kennedy,  tauten,  Leary,  McEnaney, 
McKenria,  MeNary,  J.  Murphy,  J.  J.  Murphy,  W. 

H.  Murphv,  Nunan.O'Mealey,  Perry,  E.J.Powers, 
Reillv,  Short,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Sund- 
berg, .  Teevaus,  Tracey,  Tuttle,  Whall,  Whit- 
more— 41. 

Nays— At  wood.  Bowman,  Burr,  Clark,  Dewey, 
Fisher,  Fottler.  Fowler,  Ladd,  Lattiniore,  Light, 
F.  Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison,  Norton,  Perkins, 
Richards,  Sanger,  Shaw,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan, 
Webster,  Wilson— 22. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Barry,  Blume.  Coyle, 
Dunn,  Frost,  Keliher.  Mahoney,  C.  C.  Powers, 
Thayer— 9. 

Mr.  Carroll  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.  Sent 
up. 

LUNCH  ORDER. 

Mr.  Gomez— There  are  assignments  to  he 
called  up,  reports  of  committees  to  come  in,  and 
it  seems  that  we  shall  have  considerable  busi- 
ness here  tonight,  and  therefore  I  offer  this 
order : 

Ordered,  That  the  city  messenger  be  requested 
to  provide  a  lunch  in  the  ante-room  for  the 
members,  officers  and  reporters,  the  expense 
attending  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  contin- 
gent fund  of  the  Common  Council. 

Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  adjourn ;  declared  lost, 
and  the  president  stated  the  question  to  be  upon 
giving  the  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Richards— I  doubt  that  vote  and  call  for 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  imagine  that  under  the 
rule  that  will  allow  rive  minutes  discussion.  I 
merely  wish  to  suggest  to  the  gentleman  that 
the  lunch  order  has  to  be  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays.  We  don't  want  to  adjourn  now,  because 
there  are  reports  of  committees  that  ought  to 
come  in,  ana  I  think  the  gentleman  should  be 
satisfied  to  withdraw  the  doubt,  which  he  can- 
not justly  entertain,  hi  regard  to  the  motion  to 
adjourn  being  lost,  and  let  us  come  right  to  a 
vote  on  the  lunch  order,  which  has  to  he  taken 
by  yeas  and  nays.  I  am  confident  that  the  gen- 
tleman cannot  desire  to  adjourn  at  this  time. 
Speaking  in  behalf  of  the  committee  which  has 
a  report  which  should  be  considered  tonight— 
and  1  know  of  other  committees  which  have  re- 
ports to  bring  in — I  hope  he  will  not  press  the 
roll  call  on  a  side  issue,  but  will  let  us  come 
right  to  the  main  question, 

Mr.  Wilson— The  rive  minutes  not  having  ex- 
pired, I  should  like  to  say  a  word.  I  should 
hope  that  my  friend  from  Ward  11  will  with- 
draw the  doubt,  because  I  do  not  think  it  is 
necessary  to  call  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  ad- 
journment. At  the  same  time  I  do  not  think  the 
Council  should  permit  this  lunch  order  to  be  put 
through  tonight.  I  think  we  can  put  in  our  re- 
ports of  committees  and  get  through  with  our 
business  without  a  lunch  tonight.  I  trust  that 
all  the  members  who  believe  in  expediting  busi- 
ness as  quickly  as  .we  can  will  vote  against  the 
lunch  order.  I  myself  have  a  report  of  a  com- 
mittee that  I  should  like  to  put  in,  and  I  hope 
that  the  lunch  order  will  be  defeated  at  this 
time. 

Mr.  Richards— I  withdraw  the  doubt. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  declared  rejected. 

The  lunch  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing, read  a  second  time,  and  the  roll  was  called 
on  its  passage.  Before  the  result  was  announced 
Mr.  Burr  and  Mr.  Fowler  changed  from  no  to 
yes,  and  the  order  was  then  declared  passed, 
yeas  43,  nays  20. 

Yeas— Atwood,  Barry.  Bowman,  Burr,  Car- 
roll, Carstensen,  Chamberlain,  Coleman,  Con- 
nolly, Davern,  Desmond,  Dolan,  Fisher,  Foss, 
Fowler,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez. 
Haggarty,  Harrington,  Hayes.  Kelley,  Kennedy, 
Lattimore,  Leary,  McEnaney.  McNarv,  F.  R. 
Morrison,  J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy, 
O'Mealey,  Perry,  E.  J.  Powers,  Reilly,  Shaw, 
Short,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg, 
Teevens,  Tracey.  Whall,  Whitmore— 43. 

Nays— Clark,  Cochran,  Dewey,  Fottler,  Ladd, 
Lauten,  Light,  McKenna,  J.  Murphy,  Norton, 
Nmian.  Perkins,  Richards,  Sanger,  Snow,  E.  Sul- 
livan. Tuttle,  Webster,  Wilson— 19. 

Absent  or  not  voting. — Blume,  Coyle,  Duggan, 
Dunn,  Frost.  Keliher.  Mahoney,  F."  Morison,  C. 
C.  Powers,  Thayer— 10. 

•         PAYMENT  FOR  PARK  LANDS. 

Early  in  the  session  Mr.  Davern  offered  an 
order— That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 


to  petition  the  General  Court  for  the  passage  of 
an  act  authorizing  the  city  of  Boston  to  borrow 
money  to  be  expended  in  payment  for  lands 
purchased  or  taken  by  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners, under  authority  of  Chapter  185  of 
the  Acts  of  1S75 ;  the  amount  of  such  loan  to  be 
exclusive  of  the  limit  of  indebtedness  prescribed 
by  Chapter  178  of  the  Acts  of  18S5. 

Read,  twice,  and.  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson, 
specially  assigned  to  8.30  P.  M. 

Later  hi  the  session  Mr.  Davern  called  up  the 
order,  which  was  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Lapp— There  is  so  much  confusion  here 
that  I  couldn't  hear  the  reading  of  that  order, 
and  I  would  like  to  have  it  read  again. 

The  clerk  read  the  order,  and  the  question 
came  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Ladd  offered  the  following  as  a  substi- 
tute : 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  petition  the  Legislature  that  so  much 
of  the  §2,500,000  already  authorized  and  appro- 
priated for  the  improvement  of  public  parks  of 
the  city  of  Boston  as  may  be  necessary  may  be 
used  for  the  purpose  of  paying  judgments  and 
settling  claims  against  the  city  of  Boston  for 
land  already  taken  for  public  parks,  and  that  of 
the  balance  of  said  §2,500,000,  §500.000  may  be 
spent  by  the  Park  Commissioners  annually  for 
the  improvement  of  said  parks  until  said  bal- 
ance has  been  expended. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  wish  to  offer  that  provision 
as  a  substitute  for  the  order  now  pending. 
It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  the  wiser  course 
for  us  to  pursue  at  the  present  time.  We  have 
devoted  §2.500,000  to  park  purposes,  in  addition 
to  quite  a  number  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
dollars  that  have  been  previously  provided 
and  spent  for  park  purposes.  The  parks  were 
first  commenced  and  the  land  was  taken,  under 
a  misapprehension  as  to  the  value  of  the 
land,  and  this  large  sum  of  money  that 
we  are  called  uuon  now  to  ask  the  Legisla- 
ture for,  outside  of  the  limitations  placed 
upon  the  city  of  Boston,  is  demanded  on  ac- 
count of  the  excess  of  the  sum  of  money  that 
has  to  be  paid  for  that  land  above  that  which 
was  estimated  as  the  price  which  would  have 
to  be  paid.  Now  we  don't  know  but  that 
some  error  has  been  made  in  estimating  the  cost 
of  construction.  That  may  be  the  case,  and  we 
may  find  that  instead  of  spending  §2,500,000  for 
that  construction,  before  the  parks  are  com- 
plete it  will  be  necessary  to  spend  §5,000,000. 
Now  I  say  that  we  should  go  slowly  in  this  mat- 
ter. The  amounts  that  we  are  called  upon  to  pay 
we  must  provide  for.  Now  that  is  the  first  money 
that  we  should  take  for  that  purpose.and  we  have 
already  at  our  disposal  two  millioiis  and  a  half, 
and  therefore  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be 
a  wiser  policy  to  use  a  portion  of  that  money  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  these  demands  and'  set- 
tling these  claims,  which  are  entirely  in  excess 
of  what  it  was  estimated  that  the  land  would 
cost,  instead  of  asking  the  Legislature  to  allow 
us  to  borrow  this  large  additional  sum  of  money 
lor  the  purchase  of  land  taken  for  parks, 
at  the  present  time.  My  substitute  allows 
the  Park  Commissioners  to  spend  §500,000 
the  first  year  and  §500,000  the  second  year 
for  the  improvement  of  parks.  §500,000  the 
third  year,  and  §500,000  the  fourth  year, 
if  it  doesn't  take  more  than  §500,000  to  pay 
these  judgments  and  settle  these  claims.  Thus 
all  of  the  balance  can  be  used  at  the  rate  of 
§500,000  a  year  until  the  whole  is  consumed,  for 
the  purpose  of  constructing  and  improving  these 
parks.  Then  at  the  end  of  that  time,  which  will 
certainly  be  three  years  ahead,  and  it  may  be 
four  years  or  more  from  now,  we  will  be  in  a 
position  to  know  how  much  money  we  can  afford 
for  park  purposes.  We  have  these  claims  now  and 
we  have  this  §2,500,000  now.  Why  do  we  ask 
for  more  for  this  purpose  while  we  have  this  large 
sum  of  money  unexpended?  Of  course  as  this 
amount  has  been  specially  appropriated  for  the 
improvement  of  parks,  it  becomes  necessary  for 
us  to  ask  the  Legislature  for  a  change  of  author 
ity  in  its  use.  m  order  to  devote  a  part  of 
that  money  to  the  purpose  of  paying  those 
judgments.  I  think  that  any  individual 
here  hi  managing  his  own  affairs,  if  a 
question  of  this  kind  presented  itself  to 
him.  wouldn't  hesitate  five  minutes,  but 
would  say.that  it  was  the  thing  for  him  to  do, — 
to  pay  the  most  pressing  claims  out  of  this  money 
which  has  been  allowed,   and    which  is  the 
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utmost  that  ought  to  he  allowed,  and  not  ask  for 
additional  amounts  of  money  vastly  in  excess  of 
what  the  city  of  Boston  can  afford.  I  put  it 
upon  that  ground  alone,  as  a  business  proposi- 
tion, as  a  decision  which  any  one  of  these  mem- 
bers of  the  Common  Council  would  make  if  the 
affair  were  his  own.  I  ask  you  on  that  ground 
to  vote  in  favor  of  this  substitute  instead  of  vot- 
ing in  favor  of  incurring  this  large  additional 
indebtedness  of  the  city  of  Boston,  which  must 
be  paid  sometime.  We  don't  know  what  the 
future  contains  for  us.  Here  is  Stony  brook 
threatening  every  day  almost  to  destroy  a 
whole  section  of  the  city  of  Boston  or  ren- 
der it  practically  worthless.  We  haven't 
the  money  to  take  care  of  Stony  Brook  as  it 
ought  to  be  taken  care  of.  We  haven't  the 
money  for  plenty  of  other  absolute  necessities ; 
we  haven't  the  money  for  the  improvement  of 
Brighton  avenue  as  it  ought  to  be  improved,  and 
as  we  would  like  to  improve  it  now,  and  we  are 
unable  to  improve  Beacon  street,  notwith- 
standing the  large  bounties  that  are  being- 
offered  if  we  will  make  these  improvements.  We 
haven't  these  large  sums  of  money  to  expend, 
no  provision  is  made  for  them,  and  yet  we  have 
$2,500,000  devoted  to  park  purposes.  Here  we 
have  judgments  amounting  to  a  few  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  and  we  have  claims  amount- 
ing to  a  few  hundred  thousand  more,  which 
ought  to  be  taken  out  of  that  sum  of  money, 
and  then  we  will  be  in  so  much  the  better  shape 
to  provide  for  these  other  pressing  necessities. 

Mr.  Whitmoke — I  feel  that  I  can  support  this 
order  with  a  better  grace  because  I  never  was  a 
park  man.  I  voted  against  the  establishment  of 
public  parks  on  every  occasion  when  it  came  up 
except  one,  and  then  I  voted  under  instructions, 
to  rny  great  regret.  But,  sir.  it  seems  to  ine  it  is 
too  late  now  to  take  any  such  step  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  10  advocates.  Theoretically  I 
am  with  him.  I  wish  we  were  not  going  to 
spend  any  of  this  money ;  but  it  is  too  late.  We 
have  put  too  much  money  into  our  park  system 
now  for  the  city  to  go  back.  The  park  system  is 
in  such  a  position  that  the  city  has  got  to  make 
a  success  of  it  or  else  the  money  has  been  squan- 
dered. That  being  so— and  I  am  sure  everybody 
will  agree  upon  that  point— how  do  we  stand 
upon  this  particular  matter?  AVe  are  going  to 
spend  for  five  years  $500,000  a  year  for  building 
the  parks  and  carrying  out  the  system.  That 
matter  has  already  been  carefully  considered  by 
all  parties,  by  everybody  who  wanted  the  bill 
last  year.  It  was  stated  that  that  was  none 
too  much  money  to  perfect  the  parks.  I  am  just 
as  sorry  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  is 
that  we  have  got  to  go  into  the  piiblic 
purse  to  pay  for  the  lands  we  took.  I  predicted 
that  we  were  going  to  come  out  just  where  we 
are.  But  the  citizens  of  Boston  tune  and  again 
through  their  representative,  and  in  the  public 
press,  have  decided  that  my  friend  from  Ward 
10  and  mysrlf  were  mistaken.  We  are  preach- 
ing economy,  hut  the  piiblic  do  not  want  it  in 
that  respect.  On  the  contrary  they  say  that 
what  seems  to  us  like  extravagance  is  going  to 
prove  wise  in  the  end ;  that  the  great  returns  in 
money  by  the  increase  value  of  property 
will  make  up  lor  the  expenditure.  I  sincerely 
trust  that  'hey  are  right  and  that  we  are  mis- 
taken. It  is  no  joking  matter  to  think  the  city 
of  Boston  has  gone  into  this  project  to  this  vast 
amount.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  they  will  prove 
true  prophets,  and  that  I  shall  prove  myself 
wrong.  But  at  this  particular  time  if  we  under- 
take to  take  that  money.the  $500,000  which  is  noyv 
wanted  to  go  right  on  with  theparks.and  make  it 
available  for  paying  for  the  lands,  we  cannot  do 
anything  on  the  parks  for  a  year  to  come.  It  is 
$500,000  a  year,  and  I  suppose  it  will  take  a  half  a 
mi  11  ion  dollars  to  settle  these  last,  claims  before  we 
get  through.  We,  unfortunately,  lost  all  of  last 
year  by  the  delay  in  passing  the  loan  order.  We 
are  all  ready  now  to  go  ahead  this  year,  and 
spend  the  $500,000.  And,  Mr.  President,  I  am 
sorry  to  say  that  I  believe  the  delay  last  year 
cost  the  city  of  Boston  from  $50,000  to  $100,000, 
in  the  depreciation  of  property  which  they  had 
paid  for,  and  which  they  didn't  have  the  money 
to  take  care  of  and  improve.  Therefore,  I  must 
oppose,  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10,  and  say 
that  if  we  have  got,  as  we  have,  to  pay  the  judg- 
ments for  land,  that  has  got  to  come  out  of  some 
other  purse  than  the  one  which  the  Legislature 
lias  provided  for  us.  Of  course  the  Legislature 
has  got  to  decide  the  matter,  and  they  may  take 


a  contrary  view.  But  I  would  urge  it  upon  the 
majority  of  this  Council,  upon  those  members 
who  voted  for  parks  last  year  or  the  year  before, 
that  to  be  consistent  they  must  not  yield 
to  the  voice  of  the  tempter,  and  try 
to  be  economical  at  the  expense  of  a  different 
branch  of  the  public  service.  The  paying  for 
the  land  is  one  thing  and  the  constructing  of  the 
parks  is  another.  Ihe  money  has  been  voted  to 
us  for  one  purpose,  and,  Mr.  President,  you 
might  just  as  consistently  take  this  money  for 
land  out  of  the  paving  appropriation,  or  out  of 
the  sewer  appropriation,  as  to  take  it  out  of  the 
particular  appropriation  for  constructing  parks. 
They  have  really  nothing  in  common,  any  more 
than  the  Paving  Department,  or  the  Sewer  De- 
partment has,  and,  therefore,  I  say,  it  seems  to 
me  that  it  is  too  late  for  us  to  hesitate.  We  must 
have  this  money.  We  must  go  to  the  Legisla- 
ture for  it:  audi  do  not  think,  in  view  of  the 
act  of  last  year,  they  ever  proposed  themselves 
to  turn  that  money  over  for  the  purpose  of  pay- 
ing for  land.  Therefore,  I  say  there  is  no  other 
course  for  us.  I  sympathize  as  I  have  said,  not 
often,  with  my  brother  from  Ward  10;  but  now 
I  do  sympathize  with  him  in  his  wish  to  be  econ- 
omical. But,  for  the  present,  that  time  has  gone 
by,  and  now  all  we  can  hope  for  is  that  wise  lib- 
erality will  yield  returns. 

Mr.  Lautex — Mi'.  President,  I  hope  that  the 
substitute  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  will 
not  prevail,  because  he  proposes  to  take  from 
the  construction  of  the  parks  to  pay  for 
the  land  taken  by  the  former  Park  Com- 
missioners. For  the  information  of  the 
members  of  the  Council,  who  might  not 
have  been  familiar  with  this  subject,  I  de- 
sire to  say  this :  That  when  the  Park  act  passed 
in  1875,  the  Park  Commissioners  were  authorized 
to  purchase  certain  land.  They  did  so.  They 
found  afterward  that  they  could  not  fix  upon  a 
price  in  certain  localities,  and  they  were  given 
authority  to  take  the  land  by  right  of  eminent 
domain.  I  will  not  criticize  the  acts  of  former 
Park  Commissioners;  but  about  10  years  have 
elapsed  and  the  present  Board  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners find  that  the  former  Park  Commissioners 
were  not  able  to  settle  in  a  satisfactory  way  with 
those  land  owners,  and  with  those  with  whom 
they  could  not  settle  they  were  obliged  to  go 
into  court.  Unfortunately  for  the  city,  they  re- 
covered a  very  large  amount,  in  one  case,  I 
think,  something  like  $240,000,  for  which  the 
gentleman  has  a  judgment  against  the  city. 
Now  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  not  fair  or  practical 
to  take  a  part  of  this  money  appropriated  for  the 
construction  of  parks,  to  pay  for  land  taken 
years  ago  by  former  Park  Commissioners.  If 
that  is  the  case  we  shall  never  see  the  parks  com- 
pleted. For  that  reason  I  hope  the  substitute 
will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  do  not  want  any  misunderstand- 
ing about  this.  Several  gentlemen  who  have 
spoken  to  me  about  it  seem  to  have  misunder- 
stood the  substitute.  The  substitute  does  not 
take  away  a  single  dollar  of  the  money  hat  can 
at  present  be  spent  for  the  improvement  of 
parks  during  this  year,  or  during  next  year,  or 
during  the  third  year,  and  possibly  not  during 
the  fourth  year.  But  the  deduction  it  makes 
from  the  sum  of  $2,500,000  comes  out  of  the  fifth 
year,  and  possibly  a  part  out  of  the  fourth  year, 
if  my  substitute  prevails.  Now  we  shall  be  in 
better  position  in  three  or  four  years  front  the 
present  time  to  know  how  much  money  we  can 
afford  in  addition  to  what  we  have  already  ap- 
propriated for  improving  our  parks.  It  won't 
delay  the  work  a  single  moment;  it  won't  take 
away  a  single  dollars  for  the  next  three  or  four 
years.  It  will  simply  take  this  additional  bur- 
den olf  our  shoulders  for  the  present  time  and 
place  it  from  three  to  four  years  into  the  future. 
That  is  the  fact. 

Mr.  Atwood— I  hope  that  the  substitute  of 
the  member  from  Ward  10  will  not  prevail,  for 
two  reasons.  In  the  first  place,  the  money  bor- 
rowed, as  1  understand  it,  cannot  be  used  to  pay 
off  these  demands  for  land  taken.  The  demands 
that  come  up  at  this  time  for  land  have  been  in 
the  courts  for  a  number  of  years  for  settlement, 
and  a  settlement  could  not  be  arrived  at.  Set- 
tlements were  made  in  the  Sawyer  and  Billings, 
and  several  other  cases,  and  there  is  only  about 
$90,000  as  I  understand   it,  to  pay  something  lil<* 

t 450,000  for    verdicts   already   rendered,  audio 
eep  the   standard  of   Boston   up    to   what   it 
should  be  I  think    that  wo  ought  to   provide 
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for  this  money  in  a  proper  way.  Being 
a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Park  Depart- 
ment, at  our  meeting  today  a  suggestion  was 
brought  up  that  we  should  ask  the  Legislature 
for  an  appropriation.  I  cannot  say  what  the 
amount  of  the  appropriation  asked  for  Mill  be  at 
present,  and  cannot  tell  when  it  will  be,  but  it 
will  be  brought  up  next  Wednesday.  That 
would  he  the  first  reason  why  I  should  object  to 
this  substitute.  The  second  would  he  this :  That 
I  believe  that  in  the  different  sections  of  the 
city  where  the  park  improvement  is  going  on 
now  an  appropriation  has  been  made,  and  the 
city  is  going  on  with  the  work  on  the  parks,  and 
people  expect  that  a  great  deal  of  improvement 
will  be  made  in  the  next  year,  but  I  have  found 
out  from  the  Park  Commissioners  that  for  the 
next  year  there  will  be  but  very  little  improve- 
ment made  that  will  show  to  any  great  advan- 
tage ;  and  as  the  laboring  classes  of  people  are 
in  need  of  work  to  a  certain  extent,  and 
as  parties  in  various  sections  of  the 
city  are  holding  land,  being  to  the 
detriment  of  their  property  as  large  taxpayers, 
I  think  it  no  more  than  just  to  the  property 
owners  that  we  should  have  the  money  to  go  on 
with  the  park  system  as  has  been  proposed  here- 
tofore. As  I  understand  the  Back  Bay  Park  will 
he  the  Principal  one  worked  on  for  the  next  year, 
and  the  one  which  will  have  the  largest  amount 
of  money  expended  on  it.  On  the  park  in  East 
Boston  there  will  be  a  certain  amount  of  work 
done,  and  on  the  Franklin  Park  at  South  Bos- 
ton. Taking  into  consideration  that  so  many  in- 
terests are  involved  in  this  matter,  I  hope  that 
the  substitute  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  10  will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  W hall— I  am  opposed  to  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  gentleman  frem  Ward  10,  for  the 
simple  reason  that  its  adoption  would  place  the 
City  Council  of  Boston  in  a  false  position.  When 
the  two  million  and  a  half  dollar  loan  passed  the 
Legislature,  it  was  conceded  on  all  hands  that 
that  amount  at  least  would  be  necessary  for  the 
construction  of  the  parks.  When  we  passed  our 
loan  order  we  very  openly  and  frankly  ratified 
the  judgment  in  this  particular  of  the  Legislature. 
Now,  if  we  go  to  the  Legislature,  praying  them 
to  allow  us  to  use  some  of  this  fund,  set  apart 
for  what  was  considered  to  be  a  necessary  pur- 
pose, and  then  find  that  it  was  considered  to  be 
not  at  all  too  ample  for  the  objects  for  which  it 
was  designated,  we  are  put  in  this  precise  posi- 
tion, that  by  our  prayer  we  concede  the  fact  that 
the  Legislature  made  a  mistake  and  that  we 
were  wrong  when  we  said  that  $2,500,000  was 
needed  for  a  construction  loan.  If  we  go  to  the 
Legislature  saying  that  we  are  willing  that  some 
of  that  shall  be  devoted  to  another  purpose,  it  is 
equivalent  to  an  admission  on  our  part  that  the 
Legislature  gave  us  too  much  money  for  that  par- 
ticular object,  and  that  we.recogni zing  the  extra 
liberality  of  the  Legislature,  are  now  willing,  on 
our  part,to  devote  some  of  it  to  purposes  outside 
of  those  contemplated  in  the  Park  Construction 
act.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  City  Council  of 
Boston  believes  any  such  thing.  I  do  not  believe 
that  there  is  any  one  here,  who  voted  for  the 
Park  Loan  bill,  who  believes  that  the  Park  Loan 
bill  provides  for  any  too  much  money  for  the 
objects  contemplated  at  its  passage.  I  believe 
there  are  a  great  many  of  us  who  think  that  the 
Legislature,  at  some  not  very  distant  day,  will 
have  to  come  to  our  relief  again  in  this  very 
particular ;  and  if  we  do  believe  that,  and  if  we 
are  sincere  in  the  belief,  then  it  is  inconsistent 
for  us  to  go  to  the  Legislature  and  ask  them  to 
whittle  down  an  appropriation  which  we 
think  is  already  too  small,  or  at  least  not 
too  large  for  the  purpose  for  which  it 
was  voted.  It  is  merely  on  that  ground, 
that  it  will  place  us  m  an  inconsistent 
position,  that  I  oppose  the  substitute  of- 
fered by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10.  The 
gentleman  may  answer  that  if  future  develop- 
ments shall  show  that  we  are  right  and  he  is 
wrong,  then  we  can  go  to  the  Legislature  and 
get  an  additional  loan.  Well,  that  is  rather 
beating  the  devil  around  a  stump.  If  there  is  a 
possibility  or  a  probability  of  our  having  to  go 
to  the  Legislature  again  for  a  loan,  why  not  as 
sensible  men,  and  as  men  acting  consistently 
with  our  previous  position,  go  there  now ;  and  if 
this  will  require  an  extra  expense  let  us  ask  for 
an  extra  appropriation. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— If  I  understand  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  10  aright,  he  says  that  none  of 


the  $500,000  for  this  year  will  be  taken,  that  none 
of  the  $300,000  for  the  second  year  will  be  taken, 
that  none  of  the  $500,000  for  the  third  year  will 
be  taken,  and  possibly  none  for  the  fourth  ;  but 
it  will  be  taken  from  the  fifth.  That  is  as  I  un- 
derstand it.  Now  then,  if  that  is  the  case,  I  am 
certainly  opposed  to  the  amendment  offered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  10,  for  the  reason  that 
in  my  opinion  it  is  four  or  possibly  five  years  too 
early.  There  is  plenty  of  time  to  petition  the 
Legislature,  if  I  understand  the  question  aright, 
several  years  hence,  and  I  believe  that  the  park 
loan  should  stand  as  it  was  originally  passed. 

Mr.  Burr— I  wish  to  say,  Mr.  President,  that  I 
shall  oppose  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  10,  because  I  know,  living- 
near  Franklin  Park,  that  any  movement  on  the 
part  of  this  Council  to  take  anything  from  the 
money  which  has  been  borrowed  for  the  purpose 
of  improving  the  parks  of  Boston  would  be  hailed 
by  the  people  with  a  great  deal  of  unpleasant- 
ness, they  feeling  now  that  they  are  going  to  be 
relieved  somewhat  from  the  position  in  which 
they  have  been  placed  for  sometime.  Living 
near  Franklin  Park  I  know  that  the  residents 
about  there  have  felt  for  some  time  that  that 
park  has  been  a  common  nuisance,  as  it  is  now. 
It  seems  to  me  that  this  movement  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  10  is  a  raid  upon  this  loan,  as 
it  were,  to  deprive  the  Park  Commissioners  of 
this  money  so  that  it  may  be  diverted  for  other 
purposes.  It  is  a  fact  that  all  the  abutters 
about  the  park  have  been  obliged  to  pay 
a  certain  amount  of  betterments  upon 
the  park,  and  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that 
Franklin  Park  has  been  a  public  nuisance  to  the 
abutters  about  it.  People  congregate  there,  the 
police  force  is  insufficient  for  the  park  and  the 
property  about  the  park ;  there  are  simply  a  few 
policemen  upon  the  park  to  drive  people  off  the 
park  and  cause  them  to  commit  depredations 
upon  the  property  of  the  abutters.  There  it  is, 
a  wild  neighborhood,  without  any  improvement 
at  all,  with  hardly  a  road  across  the  park.  Peo- 
ple go  out  there  week  days  and  Sundays  by  the 
thousands,  and  congregate  there  in  vast  crowds 
and  spread  all  over  the  park,  and  act  in  a  law- 
less and  uncontrollable  manner.  Now,  it  seems 
to  me  that  any  effort  whatever  to  deprive  the 
Park  Commissioners  of  the  right  to  go  on  and 
expend  any  of  this  money,  as  they  have  a  right 
to  do  now,  which  has  been  borrowed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  improving  the  parks,  is  all  wrong.  As 
I  understand  it,  money  will  be  required  to  pay 
the  judgments  against  the  city.  I  understand 
that  these  judgments  amount  to  a  number  of 
$100,000,  $500,000  or  $600,000  already,  and  that 
there  are  still  pending  a  large  number  of  suits 
which  may  perhaps  swell  the  amount  up  to  per- 
haps one  half  of  the  present  loan  of  $2,500,000. 
Now  I  shall  oppose  any  movement  on  the  part 
of  this  Council  to  take  one  cent  of  that  borrowed 
money,  which  was  borrowed  to  be  used  in  im- 
proving the  parks  of  Boston,  and  using  it  for  the 
payment  of  these  judgments. 

Mr.  Leary— I  thoroughly  agree  with  the  gen- 
tleman who  has  last  spoken.  I  have  been  out 
on  Franklin  Park,  and  I  understand  that  there 
are  only  three  policemen  in  the  day  time  to  take 
charge  of  that  entire  territory.  I  believe  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  Legislature,  in  passing  the 
Park  Loan  act.  to  have  the  Park  Commissioners 
complete  the  parks  as  quickly  as  possible.  That 
was  the  intention  of  the  Legislature,  and  any 
variance  on  our  part  would  foil  it.  I  hope  the 
substitute  will  be  voted  down. 

Mr.  Ladd — The  gentleman  who  has  last  spoken 
has  brought  up  a  point  which  was  mentioned  by 
some  other  gentleman,  as  to  the  police  force  up- 
on this  park,  and  I  want  to  say  a  word  upon  that. 
Does  any  sane  man  suppose  that  it  isgoingto  re- 
quire less  policemen  to  take  care  of  these  parks 
after  the  $2,500,000  have  been  spent  upon  them 
than  it  requires  to  take  charge  of  them  at  the 
present  time?  Not  one  single  policeman  less. 
In  my  judgment,  it  will  take  a  great  many 
more  policemen,  because  they  will  not  only  have 
to  see  that  the  people  conduct  themselves  prop- 
erly, but  they  will  have  to  protect  the  plants 
and  walks  and  everything  else  put  there  at  this 
immense  expense.  All  that  they  have  to  do  now 
is  to  see  that  tlie  people  who  go  there  conduct 
themselves  properly.  If  the  city  of  Boston  has 
not  put  policemen  enough  there  to  protect  pro- 
perty I  think  it  has  been  derelict  m  its  duty. 
That  is  my  answer  to  that  proposition.  We  will 
find  that  if  we  improve  Franklin  Park  to  this 
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extent  it  will  cost  a  n  immense  sum  of  money, 
more  than  any  gentleman  here  realizes,  to  take 
care  of  that  property  and  protect  it  from  the 
large  crowds  of  people  who  go  out  there  to 
visit  it.  Now.  I  wish  to  correct  a  statement 
which  the  first  gentleman  from  Ward  23 
made,  and  evidently  he  was  laboring  under  a 
mistake  as  to  the  meaning  of  my  substitute. 
The  gentleman  correctly  stated  that  the  present 
loan  could  not  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  pay- 
ing these  judgments,  as  the  loan  exists  at  the 
present  time.  But  my  substitute  is  for  the  very 
purpose  of  getting  authority  from  the  Legisla- 
ture to  divert  this  money  for  that  particular  pur- 
pose. If  the  substitute  prevails  that  will  be  the 
result,  and  there  can  be  no  question  that  this 
money  can  be  spent  for  the  settlement  of 
these  claims,  and  that  the  balance  can  be 
used  for  the  improvement  of  these  parks. 
It  does  not  prevent  any  expenditure  that 
is  going  to  be  made  upon  those  parks  at  present. 
I  wondered  that  several  gentlemen  seemed  to 
speak  upon  the  basis  that  this  proposition  was 
going  to  interfere  with  the  work  upon  the  parks. 
It  will  not  interfere  with  the  work  upon  the 
parks,  but  it  will  give  us  three  or  four  years  to 
consider  whether  or  not  it  is  best  to  spend  two 
or  three  million  dollars  more  upon  the  parks. 
Of  course  if  any  gentleman  objects  to  the  propo- 
sition to  obtain  authority  to  take  away  money 
from  this  appropriation  and  use  it  in  paying 
these  judgments,  then  he  is  at  variance 
with  me.  I  claim  that  we  can  take  away- 
enough  to  settle  these  claims,  and  take 
it  out  of  the  end  of  the  appropriation. 
Perhaps  by  that  time,  by  an  increase  of 
the  valuation  of  the  city,  we  shall  be  able  to 
provide  for  it  out  of  our  annual  estimates. 
Perhaps  the  city  of  Boston  will  have  grown  so 
around  these  parks,  that  by  that  time  we  will 
be  able  to  take  the  money  necessary  for  their 
completion  out  of  the  annual  tax  levy.  I  do 
not  think  it  will  require  any  change  of  the 
plans  of  the  Park  Commissioners,  because  they 
have  two  or  three  years  in  which  to  make  up 
the  sum  taken  out  for  this  purpose.  It  seems  to 
me  that  it  is  not  a  practical  interference  with 
the  expending  of  any  of  this  money  that  will 
be  needed  for  the  construction  of  the  parks,  and 
it  will  be  wiser  to  do  that  than  to  borrow  money 
for  the  special  purpose  of  settling  these  claims. 

Mr.  Davern— I  move  that  debate  be  now 
closed. 

Mr.  Leary— Before  that  question  is  put  I 
would  like  to  correct  one  statement  which  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  10  has  made.  My  idea  is 
that  taking  all  the  money  we  are  authorized  to 
spend  for  the  construction  of  the  parks  there 
will  not  be  enough,  and  by  the  substitute  he 
offers  there  will  not  be  so  much  as  has  been  bor- 
rowed for  the  purpose.  My  idea  is  that  the  en- 
tire amount  is  not  too  much  for  the  parks,  and 
that  is  where  I  differ  with  him. 

Mr.  Ladd— The  order  does  not  fix  any  limit, 
and  I  understand  that  it  cannot  in  any  event  ex- 
ceed a  million  dollars. 

It  was  voted  to  close  the  debate. 

Mr.  Ladd's  substitute  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Burr— I  wish  to  say  one  thing  in  reference 
to  this  matter,  that  I  think  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  10  labors  under  a  misapprehension — 

The  President— The  Chair  will  have  to  de- 
cide that  no  debate  is  in  order. 

Mr.  Ladd  moved  that  the  question  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  declared  not  ordered. 
Mr.  Ladd  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  a  rising 
vote.  Pending  taking  the  vote  Mr.  Ladd  with- 
drew the  doubt. 

The  order  was  passed.  Mr.  Davern  moved  to 
reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

SUNDAY   LAWS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  so 
as  to  allow  him  to  present  the  report  on  Sunday 
laws. 

Mr.  Dewey  moved  to  amend  so  that  all  re- 
ports of  committees  might  be  received  at  this 
time. 

Mr.  Whitmore  accepted  the  amendment,  and 
it  was  so  ordered  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  Whitmore  submitted  the  following  (City 
Doc.  21) : 

In  Common  Counctl,  Jan.  27,  1887. 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  Dec.  2,  188G.  with  leave  to  report  in 
print,    an    order   for    the    mayor    to    petition 


the  Legislature  for  such  modifications  of 
the  Sunday  laws  as  may  be  necessary,  hav- 
ing considered  the  subject,  beg  leave  to  report 
the  order  in  a  new  draft,  and  also  the  form  of  an 
act  which  may  suggest  the  principal  changes 
desired. 

As  the  subject  is  one  of  great  interest  to  the 
whole  community,  it  has  seemed  advisable  for 
your  committee  to  explain  fully  the  course  of 
past  legislation,  and  for  that  reason  they  here- 
with submit  their  report: 

It  is  a  well-known  historical  fact  that  the  Eng- 
lish Dissenters  in  the  17th  century,  commonly 
called  the  Puritans,  were  especially  strict  in 
their  observance  of  Sunday.  The  early  colonists 
of  Massachusetts  brought  hither  a  profound 
reverence  for  the  Old  Testament,  and  many  of 
their  early  laws  were  avowedly  founded  on  the 
regulations  of  Moses.  Especially  was  this  true 
in  regard  to  Sunday,  which  they  styled  the  Sab- 
bath, for  the  observance  of  which  they  estab- 
lished a  code  as  rigorous  and  precise  as  that  so 
long  observed  by  the  Israelites. 

In  the  volume  of  laws  published  in  1G72,  pp. 
132-4,  will  be  found  the  legislation  of  that  date. 
They  prohibited  for  the.  Sabbath  all  persons 
above  the  age  of  14  from  "playing,  uncivil  walk- 
ing, drinking,  travelling  from  town  to  town,  go- 
ing on  shipboard,  sporting,  or  in  any  way  mis- 
spending that  precious  time."  No  person  was 
to  be  found  "either  on  the  Saturday  night  or  the 
Lord's  day  night,  after  the  sun  is  set,  sporting  in 
the  streets  or  fields,  of  any  town  hi  this  jurisdic- 
tion, drinking,  or  being  m  any  house  of  public 
entertainment  (unless  strangers  or  sojourners  in 
their  lodgings)."  Moreover,  it  was  enacted  "that 
no  servile  work  shall  be  done  on  that  day,  name- 
ly, such  as  are  not  works  of  piety,  of  charity  or 
of  necessity." 

Under  the  second  charter,  in  1693,  this  law 
was  re-enacted.  Chapter  22  of  the  act  of  that 
year  provided,  that  all  persons  shall  on  the 
Lord's  Day  "carefully  apply  themselves  to  du- 
ties of  religion  and  piety,  publicly  and  privately ; 
and  that  no  tradesman,  artificer,  laborer  or  other 
person  whatsoever,  shall,  upon  the  land  or 
water,  do  or  exercise  any  labor,  business  or  work 
of  their  ordinary  callings,  nor  use  any  game, 
sport,  play  or  recreation  on  the  Lord's  Day,  or 
any  part  thereof  (works  of  necessity  and  charity 

only     excepted)."       "No     traveller shall 

travel  on  that  day  or  anv  part  thereof,  except 
by  some  adversity  they  were  belated  and  forced 
to  lodge  in  the  woods,  wilderness  or  highways 
the  night  before,  and  m  such  case  to  travel  no 
farther  than  the  next  inn  or  place  of  shelter." 

Moreover,  the  officials  were  "to  restrain  all 
persons  from  swimming  in  the  water;  unneces- 
sary and  unseasonable  walking  in  the  streets  or 
fields  in  the  town  of  Boston,  or  other  places; 
keeping  open  their  shops,  or  following  their 
secular  occasions  or  recreations  in  the  evening 
preceding  the  Lord's  Day  or  any  part  of  the  said 
day  or  evening  following." 

In  1761,  Chapter  20  of  Acts  of  that  year  a  new 
general  law  was  passed,  more  stringent  than  be- 
fore. It  adds  a  penalty  for  persons  absenting 
themselves  from  public  worship  for  a  month  at 
a  time  without  a  good  excuse,  It  forbade  any 
sexton,  gravedigger,  porter  or  bearer  from  assist- 
ing at  funerals  on  the  Lord's  Day,  or  tolling  any 
bell  for  any  funeral,  unless  license  be  given, 
which  was  to  be  granted  only  in  case  of  neces- 
sity. And  in  Boston,  the  license  was  only  with 
this  proviso:  "that  such  person  so  buried  be  not 
carried  to  the  grave  until  one  hour  after  sun- 
set." "No  person  shall  keep  open  any  shop, 
warehouse  or  workhouse,  or  hawk  or  sell  any 
provisions  or  wares  in  the  streets  or  lanes  of  any 
town  or  district,  or  be  present  at  any  concert  of 
music,  dancing  or  other  public  diversion,  on  the 
evening  next  preceding  the  Lord's  Day." 

In  Boston  the  wardens  were  on  Sunday  to  go 
through  the  streets,  to  interrogate  all  persons 
whom  they  suspected  to  be  unnecessarily 
abroad,  and  to  require  them  forthwith  to  repair 
to  their  places  of  abode  by  the  usual  or  most  di- 
rect ways. 

This  law,  like  all  others  unrepealed,  continued 
in  force  during  and  after  the  revolution.  It  will 
be  noticed  that  the  intent  and  even  the  lan- 
guage of  those  acts  stand  today  in  force  as  the 
Taw  in  this  Commonwealth.  The  recital  is  not  a 
mere  matter  of  antiquarian  interest,  as  it  shows 
that  our  present  law  is  not  the  expression  of 
this  generation  upon  a  new  issue,  but  is  merely 
the  continuance    of  the  unchallenged  opinions 
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of  the  Puritans  of  1672.  Whether  the  law  be 
good  or  bad,  it  does  not  at  present  rest  upon  our 
deliberate  judgment,  but  it  is  mainly  supported 
by  prescription  and  an  unwillingness  to  face  any 
moral  or  tfwfl.si'-religious  controversy.  It  is, 
therefore,  wise  for  us  to  see  how  venerable  this 
superstition  or  principle  is ;  and  if  it  has  nothing 
but  age  to  commend  it,  surely  the  time  has 
come  to  examine  its  right  to  any  longer  contin- 
uance. 

By  Chapter  58  of  the  Acts  of  1791-2,  passed 
March  8,  1792,  all  former  Acts  relating  to  the 
Lord's  day  were  repealed.  The  following  ab- 
stract gives  all  the  essential  points  of  the  Act : 
"Whereas  the  observance  of  the  Lord's  Day  is  highly 
promotive  of  the  welfare  of  a  community,  by  affording 
necessary  seasons  for  relaxation  from  labor  and  the  cares 
of  business;  for  moral  reflections  and  conversation  on  the 
duties  of  life  and  the  frequent  errors  of  human  conduct: 
for  public  and  private  worship  of  the  Maker,  Governor 
and  Judge  of  the  world;  and  for  those  acts  of  charity 
which  support  and  adorn  a  Christian  society;  and  whereas 
some  thoughtless  and  irreligious  persons,  inattentive  to 
the  duties  and  benefits  of  the  Lord's  Day.  profane  the 
same,  by  unnecessarily  pursuing  their  worldly  business 
and  recreations  on  that  day,  to  their  own  great  damage,  as 
members  of  a  Christian  society;  to  the  great  disturbance 
of  well-disposed  persons,  and  to  the  great  damage  of  the 
community,  by  producing  dissipation  of  manners  and 
immoralities  of  life : 

"1.  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  etc That  no  person  or 

persons  whatsoever  shall  open  his,  her  or  their  shop,ware- 
house  or  workhouse,  nor  shall,  upon  land  or  water,  do  any 
manner  of  labor,  business  or  work  (works  of  necessity 
and  charity  only  excepted),  nor  be  present  at  any  concert 
of  music,  dancing  or  any  public  diversion,  show  or  enter- 
tainment, nor  use  any  sport,  game,  play  or  recreation  on 
the  Lord's  Day,  or  any  part  thereof,  upon  penalty  of  a 
snm  not  exceeding  twenty  shillings,  nor  less  than  ten  shil- 
lings, for  every  offence. 

"2.  Be  it  further  enacted That  no  traveller,  dro- 
ver, wagoner,  teamster,  or  any  of  their  servants,  shall 
travel  on  the  Lord's  Day,  or  any  part  thereof  (except  from 
necessity  or  charity)  upon  the  penalty  of  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding twenty  shillings,  nor  less  than  ten  shillings. 

"3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  vintner,  retailer  of 
strong  liquor's,  innholder  or  other  person  keeping  a  house 
of  public  entertainment,  shall  entertain  or  suffer  any  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  respective  towns  where  they  dwell, 
or  others,  not  beipg  travellers,  strangers  or  lodgers  in  such 
houses,  to  abide  and  remain  in  their  houses,  yards,  or- 
chards or  fields,  drinking  or  spending  their  time,  cither 
idly  or  at  play,  or  doing  any  secular  business  on  the  Lord's 
day,  or  any  part  thereof."  on  penalty  of  tine,  etc. 

'''And  although  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Court,  that  the  time 
commanded  in  the  sacred  scriptures,  to  lie  observed  as 
holy  tune  includes  a  natural  day,  or  twenty-four  hours; 
yet,  whereas  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion  concerning 
the  beginning  and  ending  of  the  Lord's  Day,  among  the 
good  people  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  this  Court  being 
unwilling  to  lay  any  restrictions  which  may  seem  unneces- 
sary or  unreasonable  to  persons  of  sobriety  and  con- 
science." 

"4.  Beit  therefore  enacted,  etc..  That  all. the  foregoing 
regulations  respecting  the  due  observance  of  the  Lord's 
Day,  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  the  time  included 
between  the  midnight  preceding  and  the  sun  setting  of  the 
same  day." 

"5.  Be  it  enacted,  etc.  That  no  person  shall  be  present 
at  any  concert  of  music,  dancing,  or  other  public  diver- 
sion, nor  shall  any  persons  use  any  game,  sport,  play  or 
recreation,  on  the  land  or  water,  on  the  evening  next  pre- 
ceding or  succeeding  the  Lord's  Day,  on  pain  of  ten  shil- 
lings for  each  offence." 

[Nor  shall  any  retailer,  innholder,  etc.,  enter- 
tain any  persons,  except  travellers,  strangers  or 
lodgers,  on  the  said  evenings.] 

"And  whereas  the  public  worship  of  Almighty  God,  is 
esteemed  by  Christians  an  essential  part  of  the  due  ob- 
servance of  the  Lord's  Day,  and  requires  the  greatest  de- 
cency and  reverence  for  a  due  performance  ot  the  same: 

"6.  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  That  any  person,  being  able 
of  body  and  not  otherwise  necessarily  prevented,  who 
shall,  for  the  space  of  three  months  together,  absent  him 
or  herself  from  public  worship  of  God  on  the  Lord's  Day, 
(provided  there  be  any  place  of  worship,  at  which  he  or 
she  can  conscientiously  and  conveniently  attend),  shall 
pay  a  fine  of  ten  shillings." 

[Section  7  provides  a  fine  for  behaving  rudely 
or  indecently  in  any  house  of  public  worship  on 
Sunday.  Sec.  8  provides  a  fine  for  disturbing 
people  met  for  worship  at  any  time.] 

[Sec.  9  provides  that  no  person  shall  serve  or 
execute  any  civil  process  from  midnight  preced- 
ing to  midnight  following  the  Lord's  Day.] 

[Sec.  10,  11  and  12  empower  Tythingmen  to 
enforce  the  law.  Sec.  13  appropriates  all  fines, 
etc.,  to  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  Sec. 
14  repeals  all  former  Sunday  laws.] 

Chap.  91  of  Acts  of  1796-7,  passed  March  11, 
1797,  is  in  three  sections :  Sec.  1  increases  the 
penalties  of  the  former  law;  Sec.  2  gives  one 
halt  of  the  fines,  etc.,  to  the  town  wherein  the 
offence  is  committed  and  the  other  half  to  the 
informer.    Section  3  is  as  follows : 


"3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  owner  or  driver  of 
any  hackney  carriage  belonging  to  the  town  of  Boston 
shall  drive  said  hackney  carriage  into  or  from  said  town 
on  the  Lord's  Day.  without  first  having  obtained  a  certifi- 
cate of  permission  from  some  Justice  of  the  Peace  within 
said  town  for  himself  and  each  and  every  passenger  by 
him  so  carried,  on  the  pain  and  penalty  of  forfeiting  his 
license  for  setting  up,  keeping  and  driving  said  carriage, 
for  the  term  of  three  years  next  after  committing  such 
offence." 

The  prohibitions  of  this  law,  therefore,  were: 

1.  Keeping  open  a  shop,  warehouse,  or  work- 
house. 

2.  Doing  any  labor,  business,  or  work,  except 
works  of  necessity  or  charity. 

3.  Attending  any  concert,  dance  or  public  di- 
version. 

4.  Using  any  sport,  game,  play  or  recreation. 

5.  Travelling,  except  from  necessity  or  char- 
ity. 

6.  Entertaining  guests  at  any  inn,  etc.,  except 
lodgers  or  travellers. 

7.  Absenting  one's  self  from  religious  service 
for  more  than  three  months  continually. 

In  1836  the  Revised  Statutes  were  passed,  and 
Chapter  50  treats  of  the  observance  of  the  Lord's 
Day.  The  preceding  statute  is  redrafted,  but 
without  substantial  change,  except  in  two  re- 
spects. First,  the  old  section,  about  attendance 
at  religious  service,  is  dropped.  Second,  the  fol- 
lowing new  section  is  added: 

"Sect.  10.  No  person  who  conscientiously  believes  that 
the  seventh  day  of  the  week  ought  to  be  observed  as  the 
Sabbath,  and  actually  refrains  from  secular  business  and 
labor  on  that  day,  shall  be  liable  to  the  penalties  of  this 
chapter  for  performing  secular  business  or  labor  on  the 
Lord's  day,  or  the  first  day  of  the  week,  provided  he  dis- 
turbs no  other  person." 

By  Chap.  160  of  Acts  of  1844  innholders,  etc., 
included  victuallers  and  "persons  keeping 
houses,  shops,  cellars  or  any  other  place  of  pub- 
lic entertainment  or  refreshment."  It  also  de- 
fined the  Lord's  Day  as  extending  from  midnight 
preceding  to  midnight  succeeding  said  day. 

By  Chap.  211  of  Acts  of  1845  the  penalty  for 
gaming  was  made  fine  or  imprisonment  for  not 
more  than  three  months  in  the  House  of  Correc- 
tion. By  Chap.  450  of  Acts  of  1854  it  was  pro- 
vided that  the  possession  and  use  by  any  person 
"of  cards,  billiards,  bowls,  quoits  and  other  like 
implements,  for  amusement  merely,  or  for  any 
other  purpose  than  gaming  for  money  or  other 
property,  shall  not  be  deemed  to  be  unlawful 
unless  the  same  are  used  on  the  Lord's  Day." 
[This  Act,  superseded  and  amended,  Chap.  399 
of  Acts  of  ia53  which  did  not  contain  the  Sunday 
clause.] 

By  Chap.  151  of  Acts  of  1858  no  person  could  be 
present  "at  any  game,  sport,  play,  or  public  di- 
version, except  concerts  of  sacred  music"  on 
Sunday  evening,  nor  on  Saturday  evening,  "un- 
less such  game,  sport  play,  or  public  diversion 
shall  have  been  duly  licensed  by  the  persons  or 
board  authorized  by  law  to  grant  licenses  in 
such  cases."  Sect.  5  of  Chap.  50,  R.  S.,  was  re- 
pealed. 

In  1860  the  revision  known  as  the  General 
Statutes  was  passed.  Chapter  84  treats  of  the 
observance  of  the  Lord's  Day.  and  seems  to  be  a 
fair  and  complete  summary  of  legislation  to  that 
date. 

By  Chap.  79  of  Acts  of  1864  §  3  of  said  Chap. 
84,  G.  S.,  was  repealed  and  re-enacted  with  a  de- 
cided increase  in  the  penalties. 

By  Chap,  253  of  Acts  of  1865  a  penalty  was  pro- 
vided for  discharging  any  fire-arms  for  sport,  or 
in  the  pursuit  of  game,  or  for  fishing  with  a 
hook,  line,  net,  spear,  or  other  implement  on 
Sunday. 

By  Chap.  232  of  Acts  of  1877  it  was  provided 
that  G.  S„  Chap.  84,  §  2,  should  "not  constitute  a 
defence  to  an  action  against  a  common  carrier 
of  passengers  for  any  tort  or  injury  suffered  by 
a  person  so  travelling." 

Chap.  119.  of  Acts  of  1881  provides  that  "the 
Board  of  Railroad  ( 'onmiissioners  may  authorize 
the  running  upon  any  railroad,  on  the  Lord's 
Day,  of  such  through  trains  as,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  board,  the  public  necessity  and  convenience 
may  require,  having  regard  to  the  due  observ- 
ance of  the  day." 

In  1882  the  Public  Statutes  were  passed,  and 
this  topic  is  treated  in  Chapter  98.  By  Chap. 
77.  §  8,  bills  of  exchange,  drafts,  promissory 
notes,  and  contracts  due  and  payable,  or  to 
be  performed  on  Sunday,  shall  De  payable  or 
performable  on  the  business  day  next  preced- 
ing; but  notice  of  the  dishonor,  non-payment, 
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or  non-fulfilnieiit  thereof,  need  not  be  given  un- 
til the  business  day  next  following  such  Sun- 
day. By  Chap.  98,  §  15,  the  Railroad  Commis- 
sioners may  license  the  running  of  through  trains 
on  Sunday.  Chap.  160,  §  4.  provides  that  Courts 
shall  not  be  opened  on  Sunday.  Chap.  203,  §  104, 
provides  that  any  one  committing  any  kind  of 
malicious  mischief  on  the  Lord's  Day  may  be 
arrested,  and  detained  not  over  twenty-four 
hours,  until  a  warrant  can  be  obtained.  By 
Chap.  212,  §  52,  persons  committed  to  jail  on  the 
Lord's  Day,  or  on  the  afternoon  or  evening  pre- 
ceding, may  be  bailed  on  that  day ;  and  by  Chap. 
222,  §  24,  when  the  term  of  a  convict  expires  on 
Sunday  he  shall  be  discharged  on  the  Saturday 
preceding. 

By  Chap.  37  of  Acts  of  1884  it  is  provided  that 
P.  S.,  Chap.  98,  "shall  not  constitute  a  defence 
to  an  action  for  a  tort  or  injury  suffered  by  a 
person  on  that  day." 

By  Chap.  82  of  Acts  of  1886  it  is  provided  that 
P.  S.,  Chap.  92,  §  2,  is  amended  by  adding: 

"Provided,  howerer,  that  this  section  shall  not  apply  to 
sales  by  bakers  between  the  hours  of  six  and  ten  o  clock 
in  the  forenoon,  and  four  and  half-past  six  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  of  bread  and  other  articles  of  food  usually 
dealt  in  by  them." 

It  will  be  seen,  from  the  foregoing  summary 
of  the  statutes,  that  the  Sunday  laws  have  been 
changed  but  slightly  since  their  establishment, 
more  than  two  centuries  ago,  except  that  com- 
pulsory attendance  at  church  died  out  by  1836. 
It  is  true  that  in  1836  an  attempt  was  made  to 
relieve  those  persons  who  keep  Saturday  as  a 
day  of  religious  exercises;  but,  as  will  be  seen, 
the  great  majority  of  these  persons  being  Israel- 
ites have  obtained  no  real  benefit  thereby.  The 
permission  to  leave  the  matter  of  opening 
theatres  and  other  public  places  on  Saturday 
evening  to  the  local  authorities  was  one  slight 
concession  to  modern  requirements.  So  also 
are  the  very  recent  laws  in  regard  to  railroads 
and  bakers. 

Li  view  of  the  recent  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  (printed  as  Boston  Pub.  Doc.  200  of  A.D. 
1886),  it  may  be  said,  that  since  1672  it  has  been 
illegal  to  keep  any  shop,  warehouse  or  work- 
house open  on  Sunday,  to  do  any  manner  of  labor, 
business  or  work,  except  works  of  necessity  and 
charity  on  that  day;  or  to  travel  on  Sunday,  ex- 
cept (by  a  recent  law)  in  a  through  train  duly 
licensed.  No  tavern  or  inn  or  victualling  saloon 
can  accommodate  any  one  but  a  traveller,  stran- 
ger.or  lodger.  Shooting  and  fishing  are  prohibi- 
ted; all  amusements,  excepting  sacred  concerts 
of  music  on  Sunday  evening,  and  all  amuse- 
ments on  Saturday  evening,  unless  specially 
licensed. 

The  decisions  of  our  Supreme  Court  afford 
very  little  amelioration  of  the  strict  letter  of  the 
law,  and  this  summary  probably  shows  what  is 
required  of  a  law-abiding  citizen  of  Massachu- 
setts. 

It  will  be  evident  that  such  a  law  makes  no  al- 
lowance for  the  great  changes  which  have  oc- 
curred in  the  community  in  this  century.  It 
was  framed  before  there  was  a  single  city  in  this 
Commonwealth  ;  and  now  more  than  half  of  our 
population  dwells  in  cities.  It  refers  to  shops, 
and  the  number  of  them  lias  increased  many 
thousand-fold.  It  prohibits  travel,  and  the 
framers  of  the  law  lived  before  railroads  or 
steamboats.  Ls  it  unreasonable,  therefore,  to 
say  that  the  time  has  come  for  such  a  revision  of 
the  law  as  shall  recognize  existing  [acts? 

Although  the  processes  and  results  of  religious 

thought  in  this  community  have  been  somewhat 

altered  during  the  past  DO  years,  it  is  not  true 
that  there  lias  been  any  desire  to  appropriate 
any  portion  of  Sunday  to  the  purposes  o I'  busi- 
ness. Very  recently,  indeed,  the  labor  organiza- 
tions of  the  State  have  called  lor  a  rigid  enforce- 
ment of  the  law,  on  the  secular  ground  that  one 
day  in  seven  ought  to  be  reserved  as  a  day  of 
rest.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  the  unanimous  opin- 
ion of  our  citizens  demands  the  continuance  id' 
Sunday  as  a  day  of  entire  rest  from  ordinary  la- 
bor, except  in  a  tew  instances,  and  for  special 
reasons.  But  it  equally  demands  that  unreason- 
able and  superstitious  restrictions  shall  cease, 
so  that  the  needs  of  modern  civilization  may 
be  met.  Thus  any  law  prohibiting  ordinary, 
quiet,  and  inoffensive  travel  is  not  only  an  ab- 
surdity, but  a  sin.  Every  man,  especially  one 
confined  in  a  shop  or  factory  for  six  days  in  the 
week,  has  a  right  to  walk  or  ride  on  his  day  of 
rest.     It  makes  him  healthier,  wiser,  and  belter, 


and  the  only  limitation  to  that  right  shoirld  be  a 
restraint  upon  injuring  others  also  in  search  of 
rest.  For  this  purpose  the  running  of  horse  cars, 
steam  cars,  and  steamboats  is  a  necessity ;  pro- 
hibiting only  such  noisy  or  violent  bodily  exer- 
cises as  would  be  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the 
day. 

Again ;  in  cities,  where  large  numbers  of  peo- 
ple are  collected,  it  is  necessary  to  provide  daily 
supplies  of  food,  especially  that  of  a  perishable 
nature.  The  poor  have  to  buy  from  hand  to 
mouth,  and  can  rarely,  especially  in  summer, 
keep  supplies  of  food  in  proper  condition  over 
night.  Hence  milkmen,  bakers,  dealers  in  fresh 
fruit  and  provisions.ought  to  be  allowed  to  keep 
open  on  Sunday  mornings  in  summer.  Apothe- 
cary shops,  for  dispensing  medicines,  were  un- 
known to  our  ancestors,  but  they  are  today  ab- 
solute necessities.  So,  again,  a  great  many  peo- 
ple in  cities  obtain  their  meals  at  restaurants 
and  eating-houses,  and  have  no  facilities  for 
cooking  a  single  meal  at  their  lodgings. 

Modern  life  has  made  the  Sunday  newspaper 
almost  a  necessity.  If  it  be  so,  it  should  be 
recognized,  and  the  sale  of  papers  on  Sunday 
permitted.  Work  on  Sunday  evenings  is  essen- 
tial to  the  issue  of  newspapers  on  Monday. 
Hence  a  strict  enforcement  of  the  law  would 
confine  the  daily  papers  to  five  days  in  seven. 

Many  industries  may  also  demand  some  slight 
concessions.  Telegraph  offices  are  instruments 
indispensable  to  our  wants;  they  should  be  ac- 
cessible at  all  times.  When  repairs  can  be  made 
on  Sunday,  to  great  obvious  advantage,  they  he- 
come  really  necessities.  The  work  of  one  or 
two  men  on  Sunday  may  obviate  the  closing  of 
factories  employing  hundreds  of  persons  de- 
pendent upon  their  daily  earnings.  Above  all, 
the  radical  difference  between  town  and  country 
life  prevents  the  possibility  of  any  one  single 
law  being  equally  appreciable  to  both. 

In  regard  to  the  provision  supposed  to  have 
been  intended  in  1S3C  for  the  relief  of  those  who 
observed  Saturday  as  a  Sabbath,  it  is  only  neces- 
sary to  say  that  it  entirely  fails  to  do  so.  Nearly 
all  ol  these  persons  are  Israelites,  but  the  great 
majority  are  shopkeepers,  and  are  thereby  de- 
barred from  earning  their  living  on  Sunday, 
after  giving  up  Saturday  as  a  matter  of  prin- 
ciple. 

This  large  class  of  our  citizens,  one  which  is 
noted  for  sobriety,  economy,  and  respect  to  our 
laws,  is  increasing  in  number  daily,  and  is  en- 
titled to  some  special  legislation.  It  is  a  curious 
anomaly  that  when  the  Puritans  re-established 
the  Jewish  Sabbath  in  practice,  they  selected 
another  day  of  the  week,  without  any  Scriptural 
warrant  therefor.  The  result  is,  that  they  espe- 
cially punish  the  Israelites,  who  alone  have  per- 
petuated and  believed  in  the  real  Sabbath  of  the 
Old  Testament.  It  is  hard  to  imagine  a  greater 
satire  upon  the  mistaken  zeal  of  the  devout  re- 
vivers of  the  old  Testament  theology. 

The  foregoing  statement  does  not  reflect  upon 
the  establishment  of  the  Christian  Sunday.  The 
observance  of  that  day  under  the  authority  of 
the  Catholic  Church,  and  under  the  principal 
Protestant  divisions,  was  very  different  from 
that  of  the  New  England  Sabbath.  Even  in 
England  this  rigid  and  novel  observance  of  a 
Sabbath  was  one  of  the  principal  signs  of  the 
Puritan  movement. 

If  it  be  true  that  mankind  is  entitled  to  one 
day  of  rest  in  every  week,  it  is  no  less  true  that 
mankind  is  entitled  to  six  days  of  lawful  work 
in  every  seven. 

The  city  of  Boston  is  expected  to  lead  in  any 
measure  for  reform  in  the  Sunday  laws,  not  only 
as  the  oldest  and  largest  city,  but  also  because 
all  of  the  injustice  of  the  present  law  is  seen  to 
its  greatest  extent  in  her  case. 

For  this  reason,  and  merely  as  a  contribution 
towards  perfecting  a  now  law,  your  committee 
present  herewith  a  draft  of  a  new  statute,  to  bo 
submitted  to  the  present  Legislature,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  petition  of  His  Honor  the  Mayor. 
Its  fundamental  principle  is,  that  local  restric- 
tions should  be  established  by  ordinances  or  by- 
laws, so  as  to  meet  the  necessities  and  satisfy 
the  moral  standard  of  each  community  for 
itself;  at  the  same  time  providing  rigorously  for 
a  line,  proper,  and  religious  observance  of  Sun- 
day, by  every  one  within  the  Commonwealth, 
and  in  all  cases  maintaining  the  rule  that  every 
man  is  entitled  to  one  day  out  of  every  seven 
for  rest,  relaxation,  and  religious  thought  and 
worship. 
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Your   committee    therefore   report   that   the 
order  ought  to  pass,  and  recommend  the  draft 
of  an  act  as  one  to  be  submitted  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, with  the  said  petition. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

For  the  Committee, 

William  H.  Whitmore, 
Chairman. 
Ordered,  That  His   Honor   the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  petition  the  Legislature,  at  its  present 
session,  for  such  modifications  of  the  Sunday 
laws   as   shall   be  rendered   necessary  by   the 
present  social  conditions  of  the  community. 
An  Act  Concerning  the  Reverent  Observance  of 
Sunday. 
Section  1.  Except  as  hereinafter  provided,  no 
person  shall  on  Sunday,  work  at,  or  pursue  any 
trade,  business  or  employment   not   connected 
directly    with    recognized    religious    services, 
under  a  penalty  not  exceeding  §100   for   each 
offence. 

Sec.  2.  City  councils  by  ordinances,  and  towns 
by  bylaws,  may  establish  exceptions  to  the  fore- 
going prohibition  so  far  as  to  define  for  such 
city  or  town  what  necessary  trade,  business  or 
employment  may  be  carried  on  during  the  whole 
or  any  part  of  Sunday ;  provided,  however,  that 
such  ordinance  or  by-law  shall  not  authorize 
any  theatrical  performance,  public  game,  sport, 
or  amusement,  except  lectures,  addresses,  or 
concerts  of  music ;  nor  any  public  procession  or 
gathering,  except  funerals ;  nor  any  trade,  busi- 
ness, or  employment  which  shall  disturb  or  an- 
noy any  religious  assemblage  during  its  hours  of 
worship. 

The  passage  of  troops  or  militia  through  any 
city"  or  town  shall  be  legal  if  ordered  by  the  gov- 
ernor and  council. 

Sec.  3.  Every  person  may  travel  on  Sunday  in 
a  quiet  and  reasonable  manner,  either  on  foot 
or  horseback,  or  in  any  vehicle,  either  by  land 
or  water ;  but  city  councils  by  ordinances,  and 
towns  by  bylaws,  may  place  such  reasonable  re- 
strictions upon  travel  within  their  respective  lim- 
its as  shall  prevent  annoyance  to  any  persons  in 
the  exercise  of  their  religious  services,  or  pre- 
vent any  gatherings  or  assemblages  which  would 
be  contrary  to  the  observance  of  Sunday  as  a 
day  of  rest  and  a  period  especially  dedicated  to 
religious  duties. 

Sec.  4.  The  Board  of  Railroad  Commissioners 
shall  from  time  to  time  specify  what  freight 
cars  may  be  moved  on  any  railroad  on  Sunday, 
and  shall  also  specify  to  what  extent  passenger 
trains  may  be  run  upon  that  day  \ provided,  how- 
ever, that  the  number  of  trains  between  any 
two  stations  within  the  Commonwealth,  so  run 
on  Sunday,  shall  in  no  case  exceed  one  half  of 
those  so  run  on  other  days  of  the  week,  and  that 
the  fares  charged  shall  in  no  case  be  less  than 
the  highest  regular  fare  collected  on  week  days, 
and  that  no  commutation,  special  bargain,  or 
season-ticket  arrangement  made  by  any  railroad 
company  or  steamboat  company  shall  include 
or  provide  for  any  travel  on  Sunday. 

No  railroad  company  shall  transport  on  Sun- 
day any  special  body,  or  assemblage  of  persons 
unless  they  are  attending  a  funeral  or  some 
definite  religious  celebration  or  service. 

The  running  of  horse  railroad  cars  on  Sunday 
shall  be  regulated  or  prohibited  in  cities  by 
ordinances,  and  in  towns  by  by-laws,  for  the 
portion  of  the  track  situated  in  such  city  or 
town. 

Sec.  5.  City  councils  by  ordinances  and 
towns  by  bylaws  may  regulate  the  running  of 
steamboats  on  Sunday  within  the  limits  of  such 
city  or  town;  provided,  that  they  do  not  allow 
any  noisy  or  irreverent  conduct  to  be  shown, 
nor  any  trade  or  traffic  to  be  carried  on  aboard 
such  boats;  and  provided,  that  such  ordinances 
and  bylaws  provide  sufficient  means  for  the 
prompt  and  efficient  execution  thereof  on  board 
of  each  and  every  boat  so  licensed,  during  the 
hours  within  which  such  license  extends.  But 
nothing  herein  shall  deprive  any  city7  or  town  of 
the  right  to  refuse  to  permit  any  steamboat  to 
navigate  on  Sunday  any  water  lying  within  the 
limits  of  such  city  or  town,  and  not  within  the 
maritime  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  6.  Any  person,  belonging  to  any  recog- 
nized religious  sect,  who  conscientiously  and 
habitually  refrains  from  work  on  Saturday,  may 
carry  on  any  secular  trade  or  business  on  Sun- 
day within  his  own  house,  shop,  or  working- 
place  ;  provided,  that  he  does  not  thereby  annoy 


any  religious  assembly  during  their  hours  of 
worship ;  and  provided,  that  he  does  not.  on  Sun- 
day, sell  or  offer  for  sale  any  goods  or  merchan- 
dise, except  in  the  manner  hereinafter  pro- 
vided. 

City  councils  by  ordinances,  and  towns  by  by- 
laws, may  define  and  provide  to  what  extent, 
and  m  what  manner,  and  on  what  conditions,  if 
at  all,  the  persons  above  described  may  be 
allowed  to  sell  or  offer  for  sale  goods  and  mer- 
chandise on  Sunday;  provided,  Jwicever,  that  no 
shop  which  has  been  kept  open  on  any  portion 
of  Saturday  shall  be  open  for  trade  on  the  cor- 
responding hours  of  Sunday,  either  by  the  same 
person  or  any  one  employed  by  him  or  for  his 
account,  or  by  any  person  for  transacting  any 
similar  business. 

Sec.  7.  Any  person  who  discharges  a  fire- 
arm on  Sunday  for  sport  or  in  the  pursuit  of 
game,  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding 
ten  dollars.  Any  person  fishing  on  Sunday,  ex- 
cept in  waters  owned  or  leased  by  him,  or  in 
navigable  waters,  and  in  either  case  only  to  pro- 
vide ior  immediate  consumption  by  himself  or 
family,  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding- 
ten  dollars ;  provided,  that  all  prosecutions  under 
this  section  shall  be  instituted  within  thirty  days 
from  the  time  when  the  offence  was  committed. 

Sec.  8.  Whoever  on  Sunday  behaves  rudely 
or  indecently  within  the  walls  of  any  house  of 
public  worship,  or  whoever,  at  any  time  or  in 
anvplace,  knowingly  disturbs  any  assembly  held 
for  religious  services,  shall  be  punished  by  fine 
not  exceeding  ten  dollars. 

Sec.  9.  No  person  shall  serve  or  execute  any 
civil  process  on  Sunday ;  but  such  service  shall 
be  void,  and  the  person  serving  or  executing 
such  process  shall  be  liable  in  damages  to  the 
party  aggrieved  in  like  manner  as  if  lie  had  no 
such  process.  It  shall  not  constitute  a  defence 
to  any  action  for  a  tort  or  injury  suffered  by  any 
person,  that  it  occurred  on  Sunday. 

Sec.  10.  .No  will  or  testamentary  writing, 
and  no  contract,  either  verbal  or  in  writing, 
shall  be  void  or  voidable,  for  the  reason  that  it 
was  made  on  Sunday. 

Sec.  11.  Nothing  in  this  chapter  shall  be  held 
to  authorize  any  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor  on 
Sunday  in  any  manner  except  as  now  prescribed 
by  chapter  one  hundred  of  the  Public  Statutes 
and  by  laws  amendatory  or  supplementary 
thereto. 

Sec.  12.  Any  person  convicted  of  gaming  on 
Sunday  shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty  double  that 
provided  for  the  like  offence  on  other  days  of 
the  week.  No  person  shall  on  Sunday  engage 
in  any  game  or  amusement  in  any  public  place, 
nor  in  any  room  in  any  inn,  nor  in  any  licensed 
victualler's  house  or  shop,  nor  in  any  car  nor 
on  any  boat  or  vessel,  nor  in  any  club-room,  or 
other  apartment  used  by  any  association  or  vol- 
untary assemblage  meeting  for  any  purpose. 
Any  person  so  offending  shall  be  punished  by 
fine  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars. 

Sec.  13.  City  councils  by  ordinance,  and  towns 
by  bylaws,  may  restrict  or  prohibit  on  Sunday 
all  ringing  of  bells,  or  playing  of  musical  in- 
struments and  all  singing  or  preaching  or  pray- 
ing in  the  streets  or  public  squares  or  public 
grounds  in  such  cities  or  towns  respectively ; 
provided,  that  in  such  ordinances  or  bylaws  no 
discrimination  shall  be  made  among  or  between 
sects  worshipping  one  God  only. 

Sec.  14.  All  prosecutions  under  this  act,  except 
as  specified  m  Section  7,  shall  be  instituted 
within  six  months  after  the  offence  is  committed. 

Sec.  15.  Chapter  98  and  Section  15  of  Chapter 
99  of  the  Public  Statutes,  and  also  Chapter  119 
of  the  acts  of  1881,  Chapter  37  of  the  acts  of  1884, 
and  Chapter  82  of  the  acts  of  1886,  are  hereby  re- 
pealed. 

Sec.  16.  This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  pas- 
sage. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  that  the  report  be  ac- 
cepted, and  that  the  order  contained  on  page  10 
be  read  so  that  it  can  be  put  upon  its  passage. 
Of  course,  no  one  expects  to  take  up  the  time  to 
look  at  this  document  tonight,  but  the  only  mat- 
ter that  really  requires  attention  is  the  order. 
[Reading  the  order.]  I  am  Very  confident,  sir, 
that  nobody  here  will  object  to  such  a  petition 
as  that,  and  unless  objection  is  made  that  will, 
of  course,  go  to  the  Legislature.  But  the  only 
real  action  we  have  to  take  is  to  accept  the  re- 
port and  pass  the  order,  for  it  is  moderate  enough 
to  meet  the  opinions  of  the  members  of  the 
Council. 
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Mr.  Wilson— I  would  ask  the  gentleman 
whether  the  word  "are"  shouldn't  be  used  in- 
stead of  "shall  he"? 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  think  that  the  gentleman's 
verbal  criticism  is  correct,  and  I  would  amend 
the  order  by  striking  out  "shall  be"  and  putting 
in  "have  been." 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order 
as  amended  was  passed.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved 
to  reconsider ;  lost.  ■ 

RECESS  FOR,  LUNCH. 

Mr.  Whitmore— In  consideration  of  the  draft 
of  the  matter,  if  nobody  wants  to  discuss  it,  I 
move  that  the  Council  do  now  take  a  recess  of  20 
minutes,  the  lunch  being  prepared,  and  I  will 
also  state  that  under  the  rule  it  will  be  the  pain- 
ful duty  of  the  clerk  to  stand  by  with  a  tally-roll 
and  prevent  those  who  voted  against  the  order 
from  partaking  of  the  lunch. 

The  President— That  will  be  the  messenger's 
duty,  as  the  Chair  understands  it. 

The  Council  at  11.20  voted  to  take  a  recess  for 
lunch,  and  at  11.50  business  was  resumed. 

OLD  REPAIR  SHOP  ON  WAREHAM   STREET. 

Mr.  AVilson  submitted  the  following : 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred,  Feb.  18  last,  the 
accompanying  order  concerning  the  disposition 
to  be  made  of  certain  property  mentioned 
therein,  beg  leave  to  report  thereon :  That  May 
24  last  they  submitted  a  report  that  the  build- 
ings mentioned  in  the  order  as  the  hosehouse 
at  Charlestown  Neck,  and  the  old  engine- 
house  on  Cabot  street,  should  be  sold,  leav- 
ing the  matter  of  the  disused  repair  shop 
on  Wareham  street  still  open  for  the  con- 
sideration of  your  committee.  An  applica- 
tion has  been  made  to  the  committee  for 
a  lease  of  the  premises  for  a  term  of  years, 
and  as  it  is  not  in  their  opinion  advisable  that 
the  property  be  sold  at  the  present  time,  they 
suggest  the  acceptance  of  the  offer  made  for 
it  on  a  lease,  which  is  a  fair  one,  and  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  following  order. 
For  the  Committee, 

William  Power  Wilson. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized  to 
lease,  subject  to  the  approval  of  His  Honor  the 
Mayor,  for  a  term  of  five  years,  at  an  annual 
rental  of  .$800,  the  premises  belonging  to  the  city 
of  Boston  at  the  corner  of  Harrison  avenue  and 
Wareham  street,  known  as  the  old  Fire  Depart- 
ment repair  shop,— the  leasee  to  put  and  keep  in 
repair  the  building  on  the  estate,  and  to  keep 
the  same  insured  for  the  benefit  of  the  city  (lin- 
ing his  lease,  to  the  extent  of  the  assessed  valu- 
ation thereof,  in  such  insurance  company  as 
shall  he  approved  by  the  said  Board  of  Street 
Comm  i  ssion  ers. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed.  Mr.  Wilson 
moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

TOPICS  IN  THE  MAYOR'S  ADDRESS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Special  Committee  appointed  to  con- 
sider and  report  what  disposition  should  be 
made  of  the  various  topics  of  the  inaugural  ad- 
dress of  H;s  Honor  the  Mayor,  having  consid- 
ered the  subject,  respectfully  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  following  order. 
For  the  Committee, 

William  A.  Foss. 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  mayor's  inau- 
gural address  as  relates  to  taxation  he  referred 
to  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Assessors' 
Department. 

That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  assignment  of 
wages  and  abolishing  the  '.'trustee, process,"  be 
referred  to  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Ordinances. 

That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  new  Court 
House  be  referred  to  the  Special  Committee  on 
new  Court  House. 

That  so  much  as  relates  to  establishing  a  tru- 
ant school  be  referred  to  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Schools  and  Schoolhouses. 

That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  new  Public  Li- 
brary building  be  referred  to  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Public  Library. 

That  so  much  as  relates  to  water  he  referred 
to  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Water. 

That  so  much  as  relates  to  Stony  Brook  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Stony 
Brook. 


That  so  much  as  relates  to  publishing  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  City  Council  be  referred  to  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Printing. 

That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  East  Boston 
ferries  be  referred  to  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  East  Boston  Ferries, 

That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  main  drainage 
works  be  referred  to  the  Joint  Special  Commit- 
tee on  Improved  Sewerage. 

That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  management  of 
public  cemeteries  be  referred  to  the  Joint  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Cemeteries. 

That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  public  institu- 
tions be  referred  to  the  Joint  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Institutions. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed.  Mr.  Whitmore 
moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

LIMIT  OF  TAXATION  AND  INDEBTEDNESS. 

Mr.  Reilly  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Legislative  Affairs,  to 
whom  was  referred,  as  unfinished  business  of 
last  year,  the  order  for  the  mayor  to  apply  to  the 
Legislature  in  the  city's  behalf,  for  an  increase 
in  the  limit  of  taxation  and  municipal  indebted- 
ness, having  considered  the  subject,  respect- 
fully recommend  the  passage  of  the  following 
order.         For  the  Committee, 

Edward  F.  Reilly, 

Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  petition  the  Legislature  to  amend  the 
laws  defining  the  limits  of  taxation  and  indebt- 
edness for  the  city  of  Boston,  so  as  to  provide 
that  said  limit  shall  be  exclusive  of  sums  bor- 
rowed or  appropriated  for  county  purposes. 

Report  accepted,  order  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Wilson — It  seems  to  me  that  this  order  is 
substantially  like  the  other  we  have  passed 
here  tonight  in  the  early  part  of  the  evening, 
that  the  city  of  Boston  should  be  placed  upon  a 
par  or  upon  the  the  same  ground  as  other  cities 
in  the  Commonwealth.  One  of  these  grounds 
was,  I  believe,  that  the  city  of  Boston  has  not  the 
county  expenses  excluded  from  its  $9  limit. 
Inasmuch  as  it  seems  to  me  that  this  matter  is 
included  in  the  other  order  it  seems  to  me  that 
it  is  not  wise  to  pass  it  at  this  time.  I  hope  it 
will  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Whitmore— As  I  introduced  the  other  or- 
der I  may  be  allowed  to  say  that  this  one  covers 
only  a  portion  of  the  other  and  this  comes  in  the 
form  of  an  order  to  be  passed  by  both  branches 
of  the  government  and  sent  to  His  Honor  the 
Mayor,  therefore  I  hope  that  the  same  vote  that 
wasgiven  to  the  larger  measure  will  be  given  to 
this,  because  if  the  larger  measure  fails  it  is  de- 
sirable to  have  the  smaller  one  passed.  It  is 
having  two  strings  to  our  bow,  and  I  think,  sir, 
as  a  matter  of  good  judgment  that  we  should 
pass  this  order.  It  may  be  that  the  Legislature 
will  grant  a  little  when  they  will  not  grant  more, 
and  therefore  I  am  heartily  in  favor  of  the  pass- 
age of  the  order.  It  does  not  really  interfere 
with  the  other  and  it  covers  a  smaller  provision, 
and  may  succeed  where  the  other  one  fails. 

Mr.  Reilly— I  think  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  has  examined  the  spirit  of  this  order, 
because  he  says  that  it  is  placing  Boston  on  the 
same  level  with  all  the  other  cities  in  the  Com- 
monwealth. Now  the  original  order  that  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Affairs, 
and  which  came  over  as  unfinished  business 
from  last  year,  was  an  order  to  do  just  what  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  9  says.  It  was  to  amend 
the  act  of  special  legislation  regarding  the  muni- 
cipal debt  of  the  city  of  Boston,  to  increase  it 
from  $9  to  $10  on  a  thousand,  and  to  increase  the 
borrowing  capacity  from  2  per  cent  to  2%  per 
cent.  The  committee  considered  the  subject, 
and  several  members  of  the  committee  waited 
upon  the  mayor  and  got  his  ideas  on  the  ques- 
tion. He  told  them  that  he.  was  not  in  favor  of 
a  petition  to  the  Legislature  that  would  in  any 
way  affect  the  $9  limit  or  the  2  per  cent  of  in- 
debtedness. He  said  that  although  Boston  was 
limited  in  its  rate  of  taxation  and  also  in  its  bor- 
rowing capacity,  he  considered  that  the  city 
could  be  run  and  run  well  on  that  amount  of 
money,  but  he  considered  that  Boston,  as  all 
other  cities  in  the  Commonwealth,  should  he 
allowed  to  have  its  county  expenses  and  county 
appropriations  outside  of  the  $9  tax  limit.  That 
be  said  be  was  in  favor  of,  and  that  he  referred 
1o  in  bis  inaugural.  He  takes  the  same  position 
now  that  he  took  then,  and  1  would  refer  to  his 
remarks  on  page  21  of  his  inaugural.    He  says: 
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The  Legislature  of  1885  reduced  the  Jlmit  of  indebted- 
ness to  2y.>  per  cent,  oil  an  average  valuation  of  five 
years;  but  "without  any  request  from  the  City  Council 
or  from  the  mayor,  the  limit  was  again  reduced,  by  the 
same  Legislature,  to  2  per  cent  in  January,  1887.  This 
is  a  reduction  of  the  limit  in  one  year  and  a  half  of  about 
,?6,500.000,  and  was  rather  too  radical  a  change  to  make. 
I  repeat,  however,  what  I  said  in  my  inaugural  of  last 
year,  that  the  work  of  the  city  can  go  on  without  any 
serious  detriment  to  the  public  service,  especially  when 
the  Legislature  allows  us  to  complete  our  parks  on  a  long 
loan  outside  the  limit. 

He  goes  on  to  say : 

I  believe  it  is  wise,  occasionally,  to  go  down  to  hard 
pan.  and  be  placed  in  a  position  where  no  more  money  can 
be  borrowed  for  the  time  being,  especially  as  relief  is  not 
far  off,  on  account  of  our  growth  and  increased  valua- 
tions. 

He  also  says: 

It  is  only  speculators  who  have  a  design  upon  the  treas- 
ury that  dislike  it.  Politicians,  for  partisan  purposes,  may 
also  denounce  it,  but  every  taxpayer  in  Boston  ought  to 
be  thankful.  I  do  not  propose  to  go  to  the  Legislature  to 
ask  for  any  change  in  the  2  per  cent  limit,  and  I 
do  not  believe  the  City  Council  ought  to  ask  for 
any  such  change.  If  i$oston  can  stand  such  a 
radical  reduction';  ,«G. 500,000.  in  a  year  and  a  half,  in  the 
limit  of  indebtedness,  and  1  know  she  can,  it  is  the  more 
to  her  credit.  If  any  great  emergency  arises  during  the 
next  year,  where  any  considerable  amount  of  money  is 
wanted,  I  am  certain  that  legal  means  will  be  found  to 
obtain  it. 

Then  further  on  he  says  in  regard  to  the  §9 
limit: 

The  act  limiting  taxation  for  Boston  has  been  special 
legislation  exclusively.  It  applies  to  no  other  city 
By  Chapter  178,  Acts  of  1885,  the  limit  of  tax- 
ation, exclusive  of  State  tax  and  the  require- 
ments of  the  debt,  was  fixed  at  £9,  on  a  basis  ot  the 
average  valuation  for fi re  i/ears,  while,  by  Chapter  312, 
Acts  of  1885,  the  limit  for  other  cities  was  fixed  at  £12, 
on  a  basis  of  the  average  valuation  for  three  years. 

The  order  which  the  Committee  on  Legisla- 
tive Matters  have  introduced  is  simply  to  pro- 
vide that  the  city  limit  of  taxation  of  $9  on  a 
thousand  shall  be  exclusive  of  sums  borrowed 
or  appropriated  for  county  purposes.  It  does  not 
affect  the  special  legislation  m  regard  to  taxa- 
tion or  the  limit  for  borrowing.  I  think  that  the 
mayor's  stand  on  the  matter  is  a  fair  one  and  I 
think  that  in  that  respect  as  regards  the  county 
appropriations  the  city  of  Boston  should  be  as 
favored  as  other  cities  are.  The  difference  be- 
tween 1he  law  as  between  the  two  systems  is  that 
in  the  city  of  Boston  the  countyexpenses  come  out 
of  the  S9  limit,  and  what  we  ask  is  that  they  be  in- 
cluded on  the  same  basis  as  the  State  tax  and 
the  sinking  fund  requirements  outside  of  the  §9 
limit.  That  will  probably  give  us  about  $450,000 
more  this  year,  and  it  will  help  hurry  along  the 
work  on  the  new  Court  House  and  the  extra 
amount  of  money  that  will  come  will  be  materi- 
ally useful  in  providing  for  the  wants  of  the  city 
during  the  year.  The  proposition  was  offered  by 
the  alderman  from  the  district  of  the  gentleman 
who  raised  the  objection,  and  he  thought  the 
matter  was  entirely  proper  and  the  committee 
was  unanimous  in  offering  the  order.  I  hope 
and  trust  that  it  will  go  through  tonight,  and 
that  we  may  be  able  to  get  it  through  the  Legis- 
lature. 

Mr.  Wilson — What  the  gentleman  has  said 
furthers  my  belief  that  this  matter  was  included 
in  the  other  order  brought  up  this  evening,  and 
I  am  not  impressed  by  the  reason  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12,  that  because  we  passed  the 
other  order  we  had  better  have  several  strings 
to  our  bow.  I  am  opposed  to  the  other  order  col- 
lectively and  item  by  item  in  my  own  mind.  I 
objected  to  it  at  every  point  and  I  shall  object 
on  the  same  ground  to  this  order.  I  am  sorry  to 
differ  with  the  alderman  from  my  district, 
but  I  do  differ  with  him,  and  also  differ  with 
the  majority  of  the  members  of  this  Council.  I 
simply  desire  to  say  that  further  discussion  on 
this  matter  is  unnecessary,  as  we  have  had 
debate  enough,  and  I  move  that  when  the  vote 
be  taken  it  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  that  the 
members  may  go  on  record. 


Mr.  Ladd— It  is  perfectly  apparent  that  the  or- 
der which  we  have  already  passed  includes  this 
order.and  if  the  matter  goes  to  theLegislature  un- 
der the  other  order  then  they  can  take  the  whole 
matter  under  consideration,  or,  ii  they  deem  it 
wise,  they  can  take  it  as  far  as  this  order  goes 
alone  and  exclude  the  county  expenses.  They  can 
do  that  under  the  order  which  we  have  already- 
passed,  and  therefore  it  seems  to  me  entirely 
unwise  to  pass  this  order  at  this  time.  It  is 
practically  doing  the  same  thing  over  again, 
and  adds  nothing  to  it.  Now,  as  to 
the  wisdom  of  passing  this  order  at  all,  or  any 
order  like  it,  I  opposed  the  previous  order,  and  I 
certainly  shall  oppose  this  for  the  same  and  other 
reasons.  The  argument  has  been  advanced  here 
that  we  can  get  §400,000,  or  something  like 
that,  from  the  annual  appropriation,  for 
the  completion  of  the  new  Court  House  if  we 
get  the  countv  expenses  taken  out  of  the  limit 
of  indebtedness  and  the  tax  limit.  It  is 
well  understood  that  no  dependence  can  be 
placed  on  the  city  government  to  complete  the 
Court  House,  and  therefore  there  is  not  much 
doubt  that  this  present  Legislature  will  take 
that  item  of  expenditure  out  of  the  limit  of  tax- 
ation. It  is  simply  imperative  that  work  should 
be  done  and  done  at  once,  and  there  is  no  expec- 
tation, I  think,  although  I  speak  only  for  my- 
self, that  any  of  the  necessary  money  will 
be  provided  this  year,  or  will  be  pro- 
vided by  the  city  government  next  year 
or  anv  other  year  for  that  purpose 
It  is  suicidal  to  delay  that  work,  and  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  that  it  should  be 
completed  at  once;  we  have  destroyed 
property  that  was  paying  rental  to  the 
owners  and  money  into  the  city  treasury  of 
Boston  in  the  shape  of  taxes,  and  it  is  necessary 
for  the  interests  of  the  city  that  it  should  be 
pushed  to  completion  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and 
it  is  necessary  that  something  should  be  done  at 
once.  I  think  that  if  there  is  any  surplus  of  this 
kind  that  it  should  be  spent  hi  some  such  way 
as  this,  or  m  paving  judgments  that  already  ex- 
ist against  the  city ;  and  I  think  the  money  for 
those  judgments  should  be  taken  out  of  the 
sum  which  has  been  allowed  us  for  park  pur- 
poses, instead  of  asking  the  Legislature 
to  take  that  out  of  the  limitation.  This 
matter  of  taking  the  county  expenses  out, 
it  seems  to  me,  ought  not  to  be  encour- 
aged. It  seems  to  me  that  the  taxpayers  of 
the  city  of  Boston  ought  to  be  assured  that 
some  part  of  the  money  that  is  taken  out  of  the 
taxes  of  the  city  of  Boston  should  be  used  for 
good  purposes,  and  such  amounts  should  be 
spent  for  running  the  courts  of  the  city  of  Boston 
and  other  departments  in  connection  with  the 
countvexpenses.  I  hope  that  item  will  not  be 
taken' out,  but  that  we  shall  devote  some  of  the 
money  which  is  raised  by  taxes  from  the  citi- 
zens of  Boston  to  a  good  purpose. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  the  order 
was  passed ;  yeas  34,  nays  10: 

Yeas— Atwood,  Barry,  Carroll,  Coleman,  Con- 
nolly, Davem,  Desmond,  Dolan,  Duggan,  Foss, 
Fowler,  J.  Gallagher.  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez, 
Haggerfcy;  Harrington,  Kellev,  Kennedy,  Leary. 
McEnaney,  McNarv,  J.  Murphy,  J.  J.  Murphy 
W.  H.  Murphy,  Nunan,  Reilly,  Short,  J.  H. 
Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevens,  Tra- 
cey,  Whall.  Whitmore— 34. 

Nays— Burr.  Carstensen,  Chamberlain,  Fisher, 
Fottler,  Ladd,  Lattimore,  F.  R.  Morrison,  E.  Sul- 
livan, Wilson— 10. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Blunie,  Bowman,  Clark, 
Cochran,  Covle,  Dewey.  Dunn.  Frost,  Hayes, 
Keliher  Lauten,  Light,  Mahoney,  McKenna,  F. 
Morison,  Norton,  O'Mealey,  Perkins,  Perry,  C. 
C.  Powers,  E.  J.  Powers,  Richards,  Sanger, 
Shaw,    Snow,  Thayer,  Tuttle,    Webster— 28.  ( 

Mr.  Reilly  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent 

Adjourned  at  12.13  A.M.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Me- 
Nary. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


TMBN.T,  [ 
1887.         ) 


Monday,  Jan.  31,  1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
4  o'clock  P.M.,  iVld.  Donovan,  chairman,  presid- 
ing, and  all  the  members  present. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan  the  reading  of  the 
record  of  the  last  meeting  was  dispensed  with. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the 
January  term  of  the  Superior  Civil  Court,  fourth 
session. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the 
January  term  of  the  Superior  Civil  Court,  second 
session. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the 
January  term  of  the  Superior  Civil  Court,  first 
session. 

HEARING  ON  ORDER  OF  NOTICE. 

On  petition  of  P.  S.  Huckins  &  Co.,  to  erect 
and  use  a  stationary  steam  engine  in  East  Bos- 
ton. 

No  objections.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Steam  Engines. 

ASSIGNMENTS  OF  WAGES. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Executive  Department, 
Jan.  31,  1887. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — In  my  inaugural  I  called  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  now,  when  weekly  payments 
are  made  obligatory  when  demanded,  that  it 
ought  to  put  a  stop  to  the  assignment  of  wages, 
an  evil  that  for  some  years  past  has  reached  un- 
usually large  proportions.  The  governor,  in  his 
message  to  the  Legislature,  also  alluded  to  this 
evil  and  asked  for  legislation  that  would  put  a 
stop  to  it. 

1  here  are  certain  parties  to  be  seen  from  day 
to  day  in  the  City  Hall  and  its  vicinity,  who 
make  it  a  matter  of  business  to  loan  money  to 
needy  employees.  The  lowest  charge  for 
money  borrowed  on  assignments  is,  I  under- 
stand, 5  per  cent  per  month,  and  in  many  in- 
stances it  comes  up  to  a  rate  equal  to  120  per 
cent  per  year. 

Now,  while  I  have  very  little  sympathy  for 
men  who  have  good  wages  and  steady  employ- 
ment, and  who  week  after  week  and  month  af- 
ter month  assign  their  wages,  I  believe  the  shy- 
locks  who  take  advantage  of  their  necessities, 
and  who  charge  exorbitant  rates  of  interest  for 
temporary  loans,  ought  to  be  driven  from  City 
Hall  if  possible,  and  their  vocation  made  so  ob- 
noxious that  men  of  any  respectability  or  stand- 
ing would  be  ashamed  to  be  seen  even  talking 
with  them.  In  visiting  our  Treasury  Department 
some  of  these  shylocks  put  on  more  airs  and 
assurance  men  those  who  demand  their  just 
dues  for  services  and  material  rendered,  and 
are  at  times  very  offensive  to  the  officers  in 
charge. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  some  law  will  be  enacted 
at  the  present  session  of  the  Legislature  to  put  a 
stop  to  this  business,  but  it  appears  to  me  that  it 
can  be  done  by  the  different  departments  with- 
out State  legislation  if  there  was  some  uniform 
penalty  by  ordinance  applying  equally  to  all  de- 
partments of  the  city. 

Section  10,  Chapter  17,  Revised  Ordinances, 
says: 

"'Officers  at  the  heads  of  departments  of  the 
city  government  shall  use  such  measures  as  they 
may  deem  expedient  to  prevent  the  assignment 
of  wages  by  persons  employed  in  such  depart- 
ments." 

I  have  called  upon  the  different  departments 
of  the  city  government  to  enforce  this  ordinance, 
but  believe  it  would  be  better  to  define  the  du- 
ties more  clearly,  and  not  leave  it  optional  with 
them  to  adopt  such  measures  as  they  may  deem 
expedient. 

1  he  Fire  Department  some  time  ago  adopted 


rules  that  have  worked  very  efficiently  in  this 
respect. 

rtuie  9  of  the  manual  of  the  Boston  Fire  De- 
partment reads : 

"Repeated  complaints  against  any  member  of 
the  force  tor  incurring  debts,  and  evidence  of 
continued  and  persistent  neglect  or  refusal  to 
pay  just  debts,  especially  those  for  uniform, 
rent,  and  the  necessaries  of  life,  shall  be  con- 
sidered a  breach  of  the  rules,  and  will  be  cause 
for  the  dismissal  of  such  member  from  the  Fire 
Department. 

"It  will  be  considered  a  breach  of  the  discipline 
of  this  department  for  any  member  to  assign  his 
wages,  whether  the  same  be  recorded  or  not, 
and  such  assignment  will  subject  the  member  so 
violating  to  dismissal  from  the  tire  service." 

The  consequence  has  been  a  purification  of 
that  department.  Not  a  single  fireman  now  has 
his  wages  assigned.  After  the  rule  was  adopted 
three  months'  notice  was  given,  and  any  viola- 
tion after  that  time  subjected  the  member  so 
violating  to  dismissal  from  the  service. 

I  have  in  my  possession  a  list  of  the  men  whose 
wages  are  now  assigned  in  the  different  depart- 
ments, and  much  to  my  surprise  they  aggregate 
230  in  all.  I  am  assured  by  the  treasurer  that 
this  is  a  small  number  comparatively.  That 
sometimes,  in  years  past,  it  has  reached  much 
higher  figures. 

The  aggregate  in  the  different  departments  is 
as  follows : 

Police 40 

Paving  Department 55 

Health  Department 36 

Water  1  lepartment 24 

Commons  and  squares 5 

Sewer  Department 11 

Publie  institutions 4 

Lamp  Department 1 

Public  library 2 

Teachers 5 

Janitors 13 

Micellaneous 34 

Total 230 

The  amounts  collected  by  assignees  under 
their  assignments  are  approximated  as  follows : 
Assignments  of  policemen,  laborers  and  others 
who  are  paid  weekly : 

From  policemen gSOO 

From  Paving  Department 600 

From  Health  Department 400 

From  Sewer  Department 150 

From  Water  Department 300 

From  commons  ami  squares 60 

From  Lamp  Department 15 

Total  weekly $2,325 

Or  equal  to  $9300  per  month.  The  assigments 
from  persons  who  are  paid  monthly  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

From  teachers #500 

From  janitors 500 

From  Public  Library 100 

From  institutions 200 

From  miscellaneous 2.000 

Total §3300 

This  makes  a  monthly  total  of  812,600,  and  an 
estimated  yearly  total  of  $151,200.  When  we  con- 
sider the  large  percentage  charged  for  this  busi- 
ness we  can  see  what  a  source  of  profit  and  in- 
come it  must  be  to  the  unscrupulous  men  who 
are  engaged  in  it.  I  believe  it  would  be  a  great 
gain  if  these  money  changers  could  be  driven 
from  all  connection  with  city  departments. 

It  appears  to  me  that  it  would  be  well  for  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  to  look  into  the  mat- 
ter and  adopt  more  stringent  measures  to  pro- 
tect employees  from  usurers  who  are  constantly 
tempting  them,  and  make  assignment  of  wages 
on  their  part,  in  some  cases  to  prevent  the  pay- 
ment of  just  debts,  a  cause  for  dismissal  from 
the  service.  Respectfully  submitted, 

Hugh  O'Brien.  Mayor. 
Referred  on  motion   of    Aid.  Carroll  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances. 

overflow  of  stony  brook. 

The  following  was  received: 

Executive  Department.  I 
City  Hall,  Jan.  31,  18S7.   I 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  your  consideration, 
communications  from  the  Boston  Belting  Com- 
pany and  A.  J.  Tower  relative  to  the  overflow  of 
water  at  Stony  brook.    Respectfully  submitted. 
Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor, 
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Office  of  Boston  Belting  Company,  ) 
Boston,  Jan.  14,  1887.  j 

Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor  of  City  of  Boston, 
City  Hall. 

Dear  Sir,— This  is  to  inform  you  that,  at  the 
present  time  of  writing,  1.30  P.M.,  Stony  brook 
has  again  overflowed.  The  water  has  rilled  our 
wheelpits  and  entered  the  lower  floors  of  our 
works,  compelling  us  to  shut  down,  and  our 
whole  force  of  men  is  now  engaged  in  removing 
stock  and  trying  to  save  the  property. 
Yours  respectfully, 

Boston  Belting  Company, 
James  B.  Forsyth, 

General  Manager 
Boston,  Jan.  24th,  1887. 
Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir,— I  desire  formally  to  notify  you  that 
the  lower  portion  of  my  premises,  situated   on 
the  corner  of  Vernon  and    Simmons  streets,  in 
said  Boston,  have  been  again  submerged  by  the 
overflow  of  the  waters  of  Stony  brook.    I  would 
respectfully  invite  you  and  the  other  municipal 
officers  having  such  matters  in  charge,  to  m- 
spect  my  works  at  your  earliest  convenience,  as 
I  shall  hold  the  city  responsible  for  all  damages 
of  every  kind  arising  from  the  premises. 
Yours  respectfully, 

A.  J.  Tower. 
By  his  attorneys,  Gaston  &  Whitney. 
Laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll, 
until  an  order  from  the  other  branch  had  been 
acted  on,  after  which,  on  motion  of  the  same 
alderman,  the  papers  were  referred  to  the  Spec- 
ial Committee  on  Stony  Brook. 

a  question  of  privilege. 

The  Chairman— I  have  been  requested  by  the 
official  reporter  to  read  a  statement  for  him  in 
regard  to  the  official  proceedings  of  the  last 
meeting  of  this  Board.  It  is  as  follows  [read- 
ing]: 

Boston,  Jan.  31,  1887. 
To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Gentlemen,— In  his  remarks  at  the  last  meet- 
ing in  reply  to  the  Daily  Advertiser's  comments 
upon  Mr.  B.  M.  Young,  Aid.  Carroll  stated: 

"I  said  to  the  man.  when  he  came  to  show  me 
the  condition  of  affairs,  'allow  me  to  see  those 
papers.  If  you  have  no  objection  I  will  present 
those  papers  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and 
through  them  to  the  public'  " 

Also,  in  referring  to  the  date  of  issue  of  Mr. 
Young's  naturalization  papers,  Aid.  Carroll  said 
that  they  were  issued  on  "Oct.  26,  1876." 

Although  the  copy  as  prepared  for  the  printer, 
and  revised  by  me,  was  correct,  two  errors  crept 
into  the  newspaper  report  which  were  not  de- 
tected in  reading  the  proof,  viz.,  the  word 
"mayor"  was  printed  for  "man,"  and  "16"  for 
"26." 

These  errors  have  been  corrected  in  the  per- 
manent record.  They  were  apparently  the 
reason  for  a  personal  attack  by  the  Advertiser 
upon  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  member  of 
the  Board  making  the  statement,  and  I  request 
that  this  explanation  be  made  a  part  of  the 
record.  W.  O.  Robson,  Reporter. 

Aid.  Carroll — I  at  this  time  desire  to  rise  to 
a  question  of  privilege. 

The  Chairman — The  alderman  will  please 
state  his  question  of  privilege. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  will  do  so  as  I  go  along,  It  is 
as  a  matter  personal  to  myself.  Mr.  Chair- 
man and  gentlemen  of  the  Board,  it  may  ap- 
pear singular  to  the  members  of  this  Board  that 
this  is  the  third  time  I  have  arisen  at  ses- 
sions of  the  Board  this  year  to  defend  myself 
against  attacks  of  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser. 
I  do  not  know  for  what  reason  these  attacks  are 
made.  I  don't  know  why  I  am  the  special  mark 
for  the  attacks  of  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser, 
but  such  being  the  case,  I  hope  I  will  be  in  a 
position  to  defend  myself  against  those  at- 
tacks with  honor  and  credit  to  myself.  In 
the  remarks  which  I  made  last  Monday,  I 
made,  as  the  stenographic  reporter  has 
already  told  you  in  his  communication, 
the  statement,  that  "I  said  to  the  man  when  ho 
came  to  show  me  the  condition  of  affairs,  'allow 
me  to  see  those  papers.'  I  certainly  made  that 
statement;  that  is  the  language  I  used.  To  my 
surprise  I  found  in  reading  the  Advertiser,  a  day 
or  two  later,  an  article  of  a  half  a  column  in 
length,  submitting  me  to  one  of  its  fiercest  at- 
tacks, and  not  only  me,  but  the  chairman  of  the 


Board,  without  using  his  name.  In  that  article 
it  said: 

The  potency  of  Aid.  Carroll  in  the  present  administra- 
tion of  city  affairs  is  a  matter  which  deserves  atten- 
tion. 

I  do  not  thank  the  Advertiser  nor  its  sympa- 
thizers for  the  position  I  occupy  that  may  give 
me  potency  in  the  administration  of  city  affairs. 
Against  their  filthy  and  vile  attacks  of  two 
years  ago  the  constituents  which  I  have  the 
honor,  and  which  I  deem  it  an  honor  at  all 
times,  to  represent,  elected  me  to  the  high  office 
or  position  of  alderman,  without  the  consent  of 
that  paper.    The  article  goes  on  and  says : 

Alderman  Carroll  is  not  the  kind  of  person  to  whom  a 
prudent  merchant  or  manufacturer,  or  a  well-managed 
corporation  would  entrust  large  responsibility. 

I  do  not  at  this  time  desire  to  enter  into  the 
subject  of  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  some 
people  closely  connected  with  the  Advertiser, 
but  I  do  know  this,  that  it  would  be  well  for  the 
Advertiser  to  place  in  control  of  their  particular 
institution  a  man  who  has  at  least  the  reputed 
sagacity  of  Aid.  Carroll,  and  their  financial 
standing  in  the  world  today  might  be  better 
than  it  is.    The  article  continues,  and  says: 

"In  the  course  of  his  remarks  in  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  on  Monday  afternoon,  Mr.  Carroll,  re- 
ferring to  the  Advertiser's  exposures  of  the 
Bridge  Department,  said : 

Now,  .that  i«  a  very  serious  charge  to  make,  and  when  I 
found  the  facts  I  said  to  the  mayor,  when  lie  came  to 
show  me  the  condition  of  affairs,  'Allow  me  to  see  those 
papers.'  " 

The  Advertiser  continues  then  in  its  article, 
and  says : 

Why  should  the  mayor  have  gone  to  Alderman  Carroll 
with  the  charges  against  the  Bridge  Department?  And 
why  should  Alderman  Carroll  have  assumed  the  duty  of 
defending  the  Bridge  Department? 

Alderman  Carroll  is  not  responsible  to  the 
Boston  Daily  Advertiser  for  any  of  his  acts.  He 
is  the  agent  of  a  constituency,  in  his  judgment, 
far  more  intelligent  and  which  knows  its  wants, 
and  what  an  alderman  should  do  or  should  not 
do,  better  than  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser.  It 
says:  "He  is  not  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Bridges."  Nobody  ever  said  he  was.  It  goes  on 
further,  and  states: 

That  committee  consists  of  Aldermen  Sullivan,  Capen 
and  C.  W.  Smith.  While  thus  consulted  by  the  mayor  in 
regard  to  the  Bridge  Department,  and  assuming  the 
principal  responsibility  for  the  defence  of  that  badly- 
managed  branch  of  the  city's  business,  Aid.  Carroll  is 
also  the  chairman  of  five  committees  of  the  city  council 
and  a  member  of  eighteen  committees. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  here  also,  and  I  will 
read  it  later  on,  an  attempt,  and  the  meanest 
kind  of  an  attempt,  at  apology  lor  doing  an  in- 
justice to  ai)  individual,  which  they  must  admit 
that  they  have  done,  I  am  glad  that  they  will 
admit  frankly  that  the  mayor  of  Boston  is  such 
a  kind  of  a  mayor  that  he  would  not  so  far  for- 
get the  dignity  of  the  position  he  holds  as  to 
consult  with  me  or  any  other  man  in  relation  to 
a  department.  He  is  the  sole  judge  of  such  mat- 
ters, and  the  executive  of  this  city  of  Boston, 
and  if  that  department,  or  any  other  depart- 
ment, is  doing  that  which  is  wrong,  I  think 
there  is  honesty  enough,  manhood  enough,  and 
Democracy  enough  in  the  present  executive  of 
the  city  of  Boston  to  make  that  investigation 
himself;  and  if  he  finds  wrong-doing,  he  has 
courage  enough  to  punish  any  such  wrong-do- 
ing. I  don't  think  the  mayor  of  Boston  would 
so  far  forget  himself  as  to  come  to  Aid.  Carroll, 
or  anybody  else,  in  relation  to  a  particular  de- 
partment. He  certainly  never  came  to  me,  and 
their  mean  and  contemptible  apology  is  hardly 
worth  noticing,  only  that  it  does  bring  the 
mayor  of  Boston  into  a  position  that  he  might 
not  be  in  a  position  to  defend,  if  it  were  true. 
This  article  also  says:  "It  is  interesting  to  note 
the  difference,"— that  I  will  skip  here.  I  have 
no  desire  to  contrast  my  ability  or  my  position 
in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  with  that  of  any 
other  member  of  the  Board.  That  is  something 
that  any  other  member  of  the  Board  and  my- 
self have  no  disagreement  on.  1  appreciate  the 
abilities  of  every  other  man  in  this  Board,  well 
knowing  also  that  they  appreciate  mine  ;  but  if 
there  is  any  man  to  be  condemned  for  the  posi- 
tion I  now  occupy  on  committees  that  man  is 
the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  if 
lie  has  seen  tit  to  place  me  on  committees,  that 
was  his  prerogative,  his  right  and  his  duty,  and 
I  hope  that  no  act  of  mine  while  on  those  com- 
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mittees  will  cause  him  to  blush,  and  that  in 
serving  on  those  committees  I  will  serve  with 
credit  to  myself  and  with  respect  to  the  entire 
community.  Again,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  article 
says: 

Alderman  Carroll  is  at  present  the  keeper  of  a  saloon  in 
South  Boston. 

Alderman  Carroll  is  a  keeper  of  a  saloon  in 
South  Boston.  Alderman  Carroll  believes  that 
a  man  can  be  a  keeper  of  a  saloon  in  South  Bos- 
ton, or  in  any  other  section  of  the  city,  and  be  as 
decent,  respected  and  esteemed  in  the  commu- 
nity in  which  lie  lives  as  the  writer  of  that  arti- 
cle. He  has  no  apologies  to  make  for  being  a 
keeper  of  a  saloon,  while  lie  keeps  that  saloon 
under  the  provisions  of  the  law  and  within  the 
meaning  of  the  law.    Again  it  states : 

Of  other  incidents  in  his  career  we  will  say  nothing  at 
present. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen  of  this  Board, 
that  is  a  reference  I  have  heard  of  before. 
That  same  statement  was  widely  published 
in  the  same  paper  and  its  annex,  the  Record,  two 
years  ago.  If  there  is  anything  in  the  incidents 
of  Alderman  Carroll's  career,  if  they  will 
state  the  truth  frankly,  giving  to  the  world  both 
sides  of  the  question,  Aid.  Carroll  asks  and  be- 
seeches them  to  give  to  the  world  all  they  know, 
asking  them  to  do  nothing  but  publish  the  facts. 
Give  both  sides  of  the  question,  and  if  there  is 
anything  in  that  career,  or  the  incidents  of  that 
career,  Aid.  Carroll  stands  in  public  life 
ready,  and  at  all  times  willing,  to  defend  it.  If 
the  man  who  published  that  article  has  no  in- 
cidents hi  his  career  that  he  would  like  to  hold 
from  the  public  gaze,  fortunate  man  is  he. 
If  he  is  one  of  those  men  who  has  been  Dorn, 
and  who  bas  lived  through  life  without  indis- 
cretions, fortunate  man  is  he.  But  if  he  has 
committed  those  indiscretions,  which  Aid.  Car- 
roll has  not,  and  has  lived  in  the  community 
since  he  arrived  at  man's  estate  as  honorably 
and  as  creditably  as  Aid.  Carroll  has  lived,  he  will 
never  have  the  blush  of  shame  called  to  his  face. 
Mean  and  contemptible  as  that  article  is  Aid. 
Carroll  is  willing  to  stand  before  the  world  to 
be  judged  by  the  most  severe  critic,  and  ask  if 
there  is  anything  in  his  life  to  be  ashamed  of, 
asking  nothing  but  simple  justice  from  any- 
body. In  that  cheap  apology  they  say  this,  after 
the  reporter  or  the  gentleman  who  writes  for  the 
Board  went  to  them  and  stated,  in  his  frank 
manner,  that  there  was  a  mistake— showing 
that  there  was  something  due  Aid.  Carroll  for 
what  was  said — the  following  is  the  apology 
which  they  make : 

Mayor  O'Brien  is  excusable  for  some  irritation  at  the 
connection  of  his  name  with  that  of  Aid.  Carroll. 

If  those  were  the  sentiments  of  the  mayor  of  the 
city,  I  would  have  nothing  to  say  about  it ;  but  to 
place  such  statements  in  the  public  press,  know- 
ing that  they  have  done  ine  an  injustice,  and  to 
ask  the  public  to  believe  that  that  was  an  apol- 
ogy for  that  injustice,  I  don't  think  any  intelli- 
gent man  will  say  is  a  proper  way  to  treat  a 
man,  no  matter  how  bitterly  you  are  opposed  to 
him.  I  leave  the  Advertiser  in  this  way.  For 
its  attacks  I  care  nothing,  but  this  much  they 
may  rest  assured  of:  while  life  is  in  my  body, 
while  there  is  strength  in  my  tongue,  while  I 
occupy  the  position  I  do  before  the  public  as  a 
member  of  this  Board  of  Aldermen,  no  attack, 
however  small,  slight  or  severe,  will  ever  be 
allowed  to  go  unnoticed,  and  they  must  be  care- 
ful that  they  state  the  truth.  That  which  I  am 
responsible  for  is  the  truth.  Anything  that  they 
say,  which  is  the  truth,  I  will  plead  guilty  to; 
that  which  is  not  the  truth  I  will  call  them  to 
account  for.  I  care  nothing  for  their  influence ; 
they  have  no  weight.  The  people  whom  I  repre- 
rent  elected  me  knowing  me  as  I  am,  what  I 
am,  and  what  I  have  been.  To  them  I  am  re- 
sponsible, and  not  to  the  Daily  Advertiser. 
[Applause  among  the  spectators.] 

The  Chairman—  Spectators  will  please  keep 
quiet. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims— William  War- 
ren Wilkins,  for  compensation  for  personal  in- 
juries received  by  reason  of  an  alleged  defect  on 
Charlestown  street,  Jan.  19,  1887. 

Patrick  McLoughlin,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries received  by  reason  of  an  alleged  defect  in 
Salem  street,  city  proper,  Jan.  8,  1887. 

Margaret  Gallagher,  for  compensation  for  per- 


sonal injuries  received  by  reason  of  an  alleged 
defect  at  61  Sawyer  street,  Dec.  10,  1886. 

Ellison  S.  Jellison,  for  compensation  for  per- 
sonal injuries  received. 

Catherine  Hart,  for  compensation  for  personal 
injuries  received  by  reason  of  an  alleged  defect 
in  Commercial  street,  Dorchester,  Feb.  3,  1886. 

James  Maybury,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
ages inflicted  on  horse  and  wagon  caused  by  a 
collision  with  steam  tire  engine  No.  15,  in  April, 
1885. 

Eliza  Doherty,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  by  a  fall  on  Broadway,  Jan.  23,  1887. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands— Nathan 
Matthews,  that  the  city  of  Boston  release  its 
claim  to  a  certain  lot  known  as  one  of  the  "re- 
served lots"  lying  to  the  west  of  West  Chester 
Park  and  quitclaim  to  him  said  premises. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets— Willard  C.  Van 
Delip,  for  extension  of  Berwick  park  to  St.  Bo- 
tolph  street  and  Huntington  avenue. 

Ira  L.  Moore  and  others,  for  the  extension  of 
Batavia  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  (Aid.)— Samuel 
Atherton,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old  wooden 
building  tor  two  cows  and  two  horses  on  Fuller 
street,  between  Washington  street  and  Willow 
avenue,  Ward  24. 

Thomas  Fahey,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  building  for  three  horses  on  Downer 
street,  rear  of  No.  49,  Ward  22. 

James  Lyons,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  proposed 
wooden  building  for  one  horse  on  Granger 
street,  corner  Duncan  street,  Ward  24. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving — A.  J.  Tuttle  & 
Co.,  for  license  to  water  certain  streets  in  the 
city  proper. 

James  Allen,  for  leave  to  place  a  chair  for 
blacking  boots  on  Franklin  avenue. 

S.  D.  Polimer,  for  the  privilege  of  boxing  trees 
at  431  Broadway,  South  Boston, 

Howard  Sargent,  guardian  and  trustee,  for 
leave  to  excavate  under  the  sidewalk  at  south- 
erly corner  of  Tremont  and  Winter  streets,  and 
to  place  four  coal  holes  in  said  sidewalk  on 
Winter  street. 

Israel  Rothenberg  and  others,  for  the  paving 
of  Dover  street  with  granite  blocks. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines,  Etc. — 
Young  and  Walton,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a 
steam  boiler  of  30-horse  power,  for  heating  pur- 
poses, at  372  Atlantic  avenue. 

George  F.  Blake  Manufacturing  Company,  for 
leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler,  for  heat- 
ing purposes,  at  111  and  113  Federal  street. 

Thomas  Parton,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a 
steam  boiler,  for  heating  purposes,  at  5  Lyman 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall,  Etc.—R. 
L.  Green  and  others,  for  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall 
for  the  purpose  of  holding  religious  meetings, 
Feb.  1st  to  Feb.  5th  inclusive. 

To  the  Committee  on  Electric  Wires — N.  E. 
Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company,  for  leave  to 
erect  one  pole  for  support  of  its  wires  on  Green 
street,  Jamaica  Plain. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps— Albert  Bowker 
and  others,  for  an  electric  light  on  the  corner  of 
Lamson  and  Maverick  streets,  East  Boston. 

To  the  Committee  on  the  Department  for  the 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Iiuildings—E.  A.  Gil- 
lett  &  Sons,  for  leave  to  build  a  wooden  building 
on  Rutherford  avenue,  nearly  opposite  Frothing- 
ham  avenue,  Ward  5. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police  (Aid.) — Charles 
Witt,  for  compensation  for  hens  killed  by 
licensed  dogs,  Jan.  5, 1887. 

Jeremiah  Callahan,  for  compensation  for  the 
loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs,  Jan  17,  1887. 

John  E.  Killian,  commander  of  Post  26,  G.  A. 
R.,  for  leave  to  suspend  a  flag  Feb.  15,  16,  17  and 
18,  from  the  Dudley-street  Opera  House  to  their 
hall. 

ORDER  OF  NOTICE. 

Upon  the  petition  of  William  H.  Frye,  for 
leave  to  project  a  bay  window  from  proposed 
building  on  Dudley  street,  at  the  corner  of 
Brook  avenue ;  an  order  of  notice  was  passed 
for  a  hearing  thereon  on  Monday,  Feb.  14,  at 
4  o'clock  P.M. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Annual  report  of  the  city  surveyor  (City  Docu- 
ment No.  15).    Placed  on  tile. 

Annual  report  of  superintendent  of  public 
buildings.  (City  Document  No.  20).  Placed  on 
tile. 


106 


BOARD     OF     ALDER  M  EN 


Annual  report  of  the  superintendent  of  health. 
(City  Document  No.  22).    Placed  on  file. 

Joint  Rules. 

Report  of  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on 
Rules  and  Orders  of  the  City  Council  sent  down 
to  Common  Council  for  concurrence  in  certain 
amendments,  comes  hack  with  notice  of  non- 
concurrence  in  amendments,  and  request  for  a 
committee  of  conference,  and  Messrs.  Whit- 
more,  F.  Morison,  Teevens.  Bowman  and  Cole- 
man were  appointed  on  part  of  the  Common 
Council. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Allen,  the  Board  adhered 
to  its  previous  action.  Aid.  Allen,  Sullivan, 
Lee,  Bromwich  and  Carroll  were  appointed  a 
committee  of  conference. 

Sunday  Loins. 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on 
Sunday  Laws  (City  Document  No.  21),  with  the 
following : 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  petition  the  Legislature,  at  its  pres- 
ent session,  for  such  modifications  of  the  bun- 
day  laws  as  have  been  rendered  necessary  by  the 
present  social  conditions'  of  the  community. 
The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 
Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— It  seems  to  me,  if  I  read 
this  order  correctly  it  means  that  each  city  and 
town  shall  make  its  own  rules  and  regulations 
in  regard  to  the  Sabbath.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  law  should  be  the  same  throughout  the 
Commonwealth.  A  law  that  is  good  for  the  ob- 
servation of  the  laws  in  one  city  should  be 
equally  good  for  another.  Therefore  I  hope  that 
we  shall  not  petition  the  Legislature  for  any 
such  act  as  this  contemplates. 

The  Chairman— For  the  information  of  the 
alderman  I  would  say  that  the  report  as  I  un- 
derstand it.  as  submitted  by  the  committee,  is 
that  we  ask  the  Legislature  to  pass  a  law  allow- 
ing each  city  and  town  to  pass  an  ordinance  to 
allow  this  business  to  take  place.  That  leaves 
it  optional  after  the  law  is  passed,  if  it  is  passed, 
to  allow  each  city  or  town  to  pass  an  ordinance 
such  as  they  deem  advisable  m  the  premises. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— That  is  as  I  understand  it. 
Of  course  each  city  or  town  will  make  its  own 
laws  in  regard  to  the  observation  of  the  Sab- 
bath. It  seems  to  me  that  one  law  should  he 
general  throughout  the  Commonwealth. 

Aid.  Magulre— For  the  information  of  the 
alderman  I  would  say  that  I  suppose  he  knows 
as  well  as  the  rest  of  us  that  there  is  a  different 
law  in  almost  every  city  in  the  Commonwealth, 
and  this  is  an  order  which  should  go  through 
that  His  Honor  the  Mayor  petition  the  Legisla- 
ture for  a  law  that  is  desired  in  this  direction. 
We  should  pass  this  order  so  that  he  will  have 
the  right  to  go  and  ask  for  these  privileges.  It 
is  a  request  of  citizens  of  Boston,  and  I  hope  that 
the  gentleman  will  withdraw  his  opposition1  to 
it,  because  be  must  know  that  the  cities  of  Law- 
rence, Lowell,  and  all  the  different  cities  and 
towns  have  different  regulations  for  Sunday 
than  the  city  of  Boston  has  at  the  present  time. 
This  is  simply  to  place  Boston  on  a  par  with  the 
other  cities  in  the  Commonwealth'. 

Aid.  Hayxes— I  agree  with  the  alderman  on 
my  immediate  left  here,  I  think  he  is  correct 
in  this  matter.  1  think  it  we  make  a  statute 
law  it  should  be  applicable  to  all  cities  in  the 
Commonwealth.  I  do  not  think  it  desirable  to 
leave  it  in  that  way— that  there  should  he  a  dif- 
ferent law  for  different  cities  in  the  State.  I 
might  be  travelling  from  one  part  of  the  State 
to  the  other,  and  might  get  to  Worcester  and 
have  to  stay  over  night  and  not  be  able  to  get  to 
Springfield.  I  object  to  that.  I  think  that  what- 
ever regulation  should  be  passed  tor  one  city  in 
the  Commonwealth  should  be  applicable  to  every 
city  in  the  Commonwealth.  I  think  it  is  rather 
an 'important  matter,  and  I  am  afraid  we  are  not 
paying  to  it  the  attention  it  deserves.  I  am  very 
glad  that  my  neighbor  on  the  left  called  atten- 
tion to  it. 

The  Chairman— I  would  state  to  the  alder- 
men, as  they  seem  to  he  in  the  dark,  that  we  are 
not  acting  on  the  report  of  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee oi  the  Common  Council,  but  are  acting 
on  the  order  on  page  10,  which  reads  as  follows 
[Reading  the  order].  If  we  pass  the  order  we 
are  simply  voting  to  have  the  mayor  petition 
the  Legislature  for  such  modifications  of  the 
Sunday  laws  as  have  been  rendered  neeessarv. 
His  Honor  the  Mayor  petitions  for  it,  and  we  do 


not  by  passing  it  show  a  desire  for  the  passage 
of  any  specific  law,  but  simply  have  the  mayor 
petition  for  some  law  which  will  remedy  the 
defects. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— Do  I  understand  that  the 
passing  of  the  order  carries  with  it  the  report'.' 

The  Chairman— No,  sir,  only  the  order.  We 
are  not  acting  on  anything  but  the  order. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence.    Aid. 
Maguire  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 
Public  Library, 

Order  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen  that  His 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  petition  the 
General  Court,  at  its  present  session,  for  such 
changes  as  may  be  found  necessary  in  the  act 
incorporating  the  trustees  of  the  Public  Library 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  passed  in  Board  of  Alder- 
men Jan.  24,  sent  to  Common  Council  for  con- 
currence, comes  back  with  the  following  in- 
dorsement: Concurred  with  following  amend- 
ment :  add  to  the  order  the  following  words : 
"But  no  petition  for  any  specific  change  in  the 
act  incorporating  the  trustees  of  the  Public  Li- 
brary shall  be  made  until  such  change  shall  be 
approved  by  the  City  Council." 

The  Board  concurred  in  the  amendment.  Aid. 
Lee  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

Mayor's  Address. 

Report  and  order  of  the  joint  special  commit- 
tee appointed  to  consider  and  report  what  dispo- 
sition should  be  made  of  the  various  topics  of 
the  inaugural  address  of  His  Honor  the  Mayor. 

Report  accepted ;  order  passed  in  concurrence. 
Limit  of  Debt  and  Taxation. 

Report  and  order  of  the  Committee  on  Legis- 
lative Affairs  on  the  order  for  the  mayor  to  pe- 
tition the  Legislature  in  the  city's  behalf  for  an 
increase  in  the  limit  of  taxation  and  municipal 
indebtedness  (so  as  to  exempt  county  appropria- 
tions and  loans  from  the  limit  of  debt  and  taxa- 
tion). 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question 
came  upon  the  passage  of  the  order  in  concur- 
rence. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  think  we  haven't  given 
that  order  due  consideration,  and  that  a  little 
more  time  ought  to  be  taken  to  think  it  over, 
from  the  fact  that  it  would  seem  that  the  Exe- 
cutive Department  of  the  city  is  not  in  favor  of 
petitioning  the  Legislature  for  any  change  in 
that  direction.  The  mayor  says,  in  his  inaugu- 
ral address,  that  the  debt  limit  of  2  per  cent  is 
sufficient  for  a  proper  and  economical  manage- 
ment of  the  city  s  affairs,  and  that,  with  the  ex- 
emption of  the  county  tax,  the  tax  limit  of  $9 
on  a  thousand  will  properly  do  the  business  of 
the  city. 

Aid.  Carroll— That  is  what  this  order  is. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  understand  that  this  or- 
der is  to  increase. 

The  Chairman— I  will  read  the  order  for  the 
information  of  the  alderman.  [The  chairman 
read  the  order.] 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  haven't  any  objection  to 
that  order,  Mr.  Chairman.  I  misunderstood  the 
order  before. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  desire  to  say  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  Board,  as  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Legislative  Affairs,  that  in  drawing 
up  that  order  we  had  the  city  solicitor  with  us, 
and  it  is  drawn  up  so  as  to  embody  the  views  o 
the  executive  entirely. 

Aid.  Bromwich— 1  don't  see  why  we  should 

request  His  Honor  the  Mayor  to  petition  the 
Legislature,  when  we  accepted  his  inaugural  as 
bona  tide  proof  and  fact.  He  said  very  plainly 
that  he  believed  the  city  had  been  run  better- 
perhaps  not  those  words— under  the  low  tax 
limit  of  last  year  than  it  had  been  run  for  some 
time,  and  he  hoped  that  the  city  government 
would  continue  trying  the  new  charter  without 
any  alteration  whatever.  I  just  found  this  when 
I  arose  to  address  the  Board  ; 

"In  my  inaugural  address  last  January  I  re- 
marked 'that  the  year  lxsc  will  bo  a  memorable 
one  in  our  municipal  history.' 

If  the  Board  will  bear  with  me  a  moment  or 
two  I  will  look  up  that  particular  section  that  I 
wish  to  rail  the  Hoard's  attention  to.  [Exam- 
ining mayor's  address.]    I  will  read  it : 

In  in v  Inaugural  address  last  .January  I  remarked  "Mini 
the  year  1886  will  be  ii  memorable  one  in  our  municipal 
history,"  ob  the  new  city  charter  will  be  In  full  force,  n 
has  had  a  lair  and  Impartial  trial  during  the  year,  and  i 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  thai  the  city  lias  been  greatly 
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benefited  financially  by  its  operation.  The  mayor  and 
heads  of  departments  have  been  in  perfect  harmony 
during  the  year,  and,  with  scarcely  an  exception, 
I  have  noticed  a  willingness  on  their*  part  to  perform 
faithfully  and  honestly  the  work  assigned  to  them.  The 
City  Council  have  at  times  tried  to  give  a  very  liberal  in- 
terpretation to  the  charter,  not  warranted  by  its  letter  or 
spirit,  but  have  always  gracefully  yielded  to  the  interpre- 
tation of  the  Law  Department  of  the  city.  It  would  re- 
quire e<  msiderable  detail  to  show  where  a  large  amount 
of  money  has  been  saved  by  the  work  done  in  the  sewer, 
street  and  other  departments  of  the  city,or  in  other  words, 
where,  with  a  moderate  appropriation,  a  much  larger 
amount  of  work  has  been  done.  The  waste  and  extrava- 
gance of  departments  when  under  the  rule  of  committees 
have  been  for  the  most  part  completely  checked,  and  the 
work  is  now  done  on  a  business  basis. 

And  so  on.  The  mayor  continues,  and  tells 
about  governing'  the  city  well  by  the  charter  as 
it  now  stands,  and  so  I  think  the  presumption  on 
our  part  to  pass  an  order  for  His  Honor  the 
Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature  in  this  man- 
ner lor  that  which  he  does  not  believe  in,  is  un- 
warranted. He  thinks  that  the  present  system 
should  he  given  a  fair  trial,  and  he  even  men- 
tions in  his  inaugural  there  that  the  2  per  cent 
limit  of  indebtedness  we  are  working  under  will 
be  sufficient. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  would  like  to  call  the  gen- 
tleman's attention  to  page  24  of  the  mayor's  ad- 
dress. 

Aid.  Bromwich— Page  34? 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— Page  24. 

Aid.  Bromwich— Well,  I  will  leave  the  alder- 
man to  read  that  himself  when  I  get  through. 
I  certainly  hope  this  will  not  pass ;  not  that  I 
think  myself  that  there  is  sufficient  money,  for 
our  limitation,  I  believe,  is  too  small,  and  we 
have  been  confined  too  closely  for  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  city,  but — 

Aid.  Allen — VS  ill  the  gentleman  allow  me  to 
interrupt  him  for  a  single  moment? 

Aid.  Bromwich— Yes,  sir. 

Aid.  Allen— My  impression  is  that  the  gentle- 
man on  the  other  side  of  the  chamber  is  mis- 
taken in  regard  to  the  particular  bill  which  he 
is  discussing.  We  are  now  upon  No.  9  on  the 
calendar,  which  alludes  to  the  matter  of  ex- 
empting from  the  tax  limit  the  county  tax. 
The  argument  of  the  gentleman  seems  to  be  in 
regard  to  the  general  tax,  and  if  he  will  refer  to 
the  address  of  His  Honor  the  Mayor  he  will  find 
that  the  mayor  says : 

If  the  Legislature  would  place  this  item,  which,  the  past 
year,  has  amounted  to  about  §425,000,  on  an  equality 
with  other  cities,  outside  the  limit  of  taxation,  it  would  be 
a  desirable  change,  and  block  any  movement  on  the  part 
of  those  who  are  now  hostile  to  the  tax-  limit  and  the  limit 
of  indebtedness. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  perfectly  understood  that 
the  mayor  said  that.    I  am  not  discussing  that. 

Aid.  Allen— That  is  the  point  we  are  talking 
on;  we  are  not  talking  on  the  subject  of  general 
taxation. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  will  read  No.  9  and  see  if 
we  are  not  discussing  general  taxation.  [Read- 
Report  and  order  of  the  Committee  on  Legisla- 
tive Affairs  on  the  order  for  the  mayor  to  peti- 
tion the  Legislature  in  the  city's  behalf  for  an 
increase  in  the  limit  of  taxation  and  municipal 
indebtedness." 

The  Chairman— So  as  to  exclude  county  ex- 
penses. 

Aid.  Bromwich— It  does  not  say  anything 
here  about  it.  I  am  only  discussing  the 
order  as  it  is  here  on  our  desk,  and 
therefore  I  didn't  know  that  there  was 
anything  about  exclusive  of  county  expenses  in 
it  at  all.  It  is  placed  here  as  a  business  matter 
coming  up  before  us,  and  I  am  discussing  what 
has  come  before  us  here.  I  cannot  help  what 
you  have  at  your  desk.  I  am  well  aware  that 
the  mayor  recommended  that  the  county  ex- 
penses be  excluded,  but  I  was  considering  it  as 
the  order  says.    Therefore  I  would  say— 

The  Chairman— I  would  inform  the  gentle- 
man that  if  he  had  paid  attention  he  would 
know  that  the  order  has  been  read  twice,  once 
for  the  information  of  the  Board,  and  once  at 
the  request  of  Aid.  Smith,  and  attention  has  al- 
ready been  called  by  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Legislative  Affairs,  Aid.  Carroll,  to  the 
fact  that  this  was  a  measure  exempting  county 
expenses.  So  if  the  alderman  has  failed  to  pay 
attention  the  fault  must  rest  with  himself. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  thought  I  made  it  as  plain 
as  could  be,  and  as  plain  as  the  common  lan- 
guage generally  used  could  make  it.  that  this 


order  was  drawn  up  by  the  Committee  on  Legis- 
lative Affairs,  assisted  by  the  city  solicitor,  and 
that  it  embodied  the  views  of  the  executive.  I 
have  stated  that,  and  as  has  been  referred  to  by 
the  alderman  on  my  right,  it  is  especially  drawn 
in  connection  with  what  the  mayor  recom- 
mended in  his  inaugural.  I  think  it  is  some- 
thing that  every  member  of  the  Board  will 
agree  on,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  will  go 
through  the  Board  unanimously.  It  is  simply 
exempting  the  county  tax,  exactly  what  the 
mayor  recommends  in  his  inaugural,  and  I  will 
state  for  the  benefit  of  the  Board  that  the  city 
solicitor  and  myself  went  in  so  as  to  get  the 
views  of  the  mayor,  so  as  to  embody  in  the  order 
his  exact  views,  that  we  might  ask  the  Legisla- 
ture to  give  us  exactly  what  the  mayor  recom- 
mended in  his  inaugural,  and  it  is  presented  to 
you  today  as  the  unanimous  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Legislative  Affairs. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  see  where  I  made  the  mis- 
take, but  I  think  it  would  be  better  in  the  future 
to  place  specifically  before  us  what  is  coming  up, 
so  that  we  may  know  something  in  regard  to  it. 
I  didn't  catch  until  now  that  the  alderman  had 
made  any  remarks.    I  try  to  hear  all  I  can. 

The  order  was  passed  in   concurrence.    Aid. 
Carroll  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 
Park  Loans. 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  petition  the  General  Court  for  the 
passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton to  borrow  money  to  be  expended  in  payment 
for  lands  purchased  or  taken  by  the  Board  of 
Park  Commissioners,  under  authority  of  Chap- 
ter 185  of  the  Acts  of  1875 ;  the  amount  of  such 
loan  to  be  exclusive  to  the  limit  of  indebtedness 
prescribed  by  Chapter  178  of  the  Acts  of  1885. 

The  question  was  on  concurrence. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— How  much  do  I  understand 
by  this  order  that  we  petition  for  authority  to 
borrow? 

The  Chairman— I  think  something  like  $600,- 
000. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  was  talking  today  with 
one  of  the  Park  Commissioners,  and  he  informs 
me  that  in  order  to  pay  the  judgments  against 
the  city  and  also  what  land  is  unsettled  for,  it 
will  require  about  SI. 000,000. 

The  Chairman— This  is  to  provide  for  those 
judgments. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— How  much? 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— About  one  million,  as  I 
understand,  and  it  seems  to  me  it  would  be  bet- 
ter to  have  some  amount  stated  there. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— As  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Parks  I  would  state  that  this  order 
was  drawn  to  place  the  city  in  a  financial  condi- 
tion to  meet  the  judgments  that  will  be  entered 
against  it.  They  have  now  about  880,000  or  $90,- 
000,  and  there  is  one  judgment  entered  against 
them  for  $265,000,  There  is  no  money  to  meet  it. 
The  Park  Commissioners  told  us  at  our  meet- 
ing that  somewhere  between  $600,000  and  S700,- 
000,  probably  more,  perhaps  less,  would  be  heed- 
ed. Of  course  these  judgments  are  on  property 
taken  under  the  old  Park  Commissioners. 
Every  effort  has  been  made  to  settle  with  them, 
but  they  couldn't  be  settled  privately.  I  don't 
know  that  anything  more  can  be  said.  Wednes 
day,  of  course,  is  the  last  day  on  which  new 
business  can  be  presented  and  entertained  at 
the  Legislature,  except  by  an  almost  unanimous 
vote.  It  is  really  necessary  for  this  order  to 
come  in,  but  it  wasn't  practical  for  the  Park 
Commissioners  to  have  any  stated  amount. 
Probably  before  the  bill  is  definitely  reached  in 
the  House  they  will  be  able  to  say  nearly  about 
what  amount  they  will  desire,  but  it  is  neces- 
sary in  order  to  place  the  city  of  Boston  on  a 
footing  where  it  can  meet  these  demands,  to 
have  some  act  by  which  money  can  be  obtained. 

Aid.  Capen— I  should  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man who  the  people  were  who  received  a  dam- 
age of  $240,000? 

Aid.  McLaughlin— The  Sawyer  estate,  near 
Franklin  Park,  Mr.  Chairman,  obtained  judg- 
ment against  the  city  for  S265.000. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  would  like  to  inquire  of 
the  alderman  whether  it  is  a  verdict  against  the 
city  or  judgment? 

Aid.  McLaughlin— Verdict,  Mr.  Chairman. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence.  Aid. 
Carroll  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

Old  Fire  Department  Repair  Shop. 
Report  and  order  of  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
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rnittee  on  Public  Lands,  on  an  order  referred  to 
them  concerning  the  disposition  of  certain  prop- 
erty, and  an  order  to  lease  old  Fire  Department 
repair  shop  on  Wareham  street  for  a  term  of 
five  years  at  $800  a  year. 

Aid.  Carroll— The  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  had  that  matter  referred  to  them  last 
year.  Aid.  Freeman  and  myself  at  that  time 
thought  that  this  being  a  corner  estate,  and  it 
being  in  a  very  bad  condition  at  that  time,  it 
would  not  be  a  judicious  act  for  us  to  sell  that 
estate,  because  it  would  not  bring  its  market 
value.  We  thought,  in  looking  into  the  future 
that  the  probabilities  were  that  property  in  that 
neighborhood  was  naturally  going  to  increase 
We  had  three  different  people  who  desired  to 
lease  the  place,  one  of  them  a  junkman,  an- 
other in  the  liquor  business,  and  another  a  gen- 
tleman who  desires  to  establish  a  wood  carving 
place.  The  last  gentleman  submitted  to  us  a 
proposition  which  we  did  not  think  well  of  at 
that  time ;  and  in  return  we  submitted  to  him  a 
proposition,  and  it  came  before  this  year's  com- 
mittee. Last  year  he  submitted  a  proposition 
for  $600  a  year,  and  we  submitted  a  proposition 
for  §800  for  five  years  and  $700  for  10  years.  He 
sent  back  word  that  he  would  accept  our  propo- 
sition for  $800  for  five  years,  and  have  the  Duild- 
ing  put  in  repair  and  have  it  insured,  so  as  to 
protect  the  city's  interests.  The  committee  re- 
port in  favor  of  accepting  this  offer,  as  it  is  the 
best  for  the  city's  interests ;  and  if  the  property 
improves  in  value,  the  city  will  have  the  benefit 
of  having  held  it  without  any  expense,  as  the 
rental  is  a  very  good  one  for  the  property. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence.  Aid. 
Carroll  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

Miscellaneous. 
Order*  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  the  Legislature,  at  its  present  ses- 
sion, for  an  amendment  to  the  law  establishing 
aldermanic  districts,  so  that  they  may  be  made 
more  nearly  equal  in  population  and  voters. 
Passed  in  concur 
reconsider;  lost. 


Passed  in  concurrence.     Aid.  Sullivan  moved  to 
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Order.  That  the  superintendent  of  streets  he  re- 
quested to  make  arrangements  for  cleaning  the 
snow  from  the  following-named  streets  as  soon 
as  possible  after  a  snowstorm,  to  facilitate  the 
operations  of  the  Fire  Department  in  case  of  a 
fire  occurring  on  Beacon  hill,  viz.:  Temple 
street,  from  Cambridge  street  to  Derne  street ; 
Derne  street  and  Myrtle  street  to  Anderson 
street;  Beacon  street,  from  Tremont  street  to 
Park  street.  Referred,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Mc- 
Laughlin, to  the  Committee  on  Paving  (Aid.) 

Order,  That  all  claims  for  reduction  or 
abatement  of  assessments,  on  account  of  the  lo- 
cating and  laying  out  of  the  public  parks,  be 
referred  to  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Claims,  who  shall  consult  the  city  solicitor  and 
report  such  settlements  as  they  consider  just  and 
equitable.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order,  That  the  reports  and  papers  relating  to 
public  schools  referred  to  this  City  Council  from 
the  City  Council  of  last  year  be  taken  from 
the  files  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Schools  and  Schoolhouses.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Order,  That  the  papers  of  last  year  that  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Claim  of  the 
Boston  Belting  Company  be  taken  frem  the  files 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Stony  Brook. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested  In  petition  tin;  Legislating  to  so  amend 
the  Boston  city  charter,  that  the  number  of 
councilmen  now  72,  be  increased  to  74,  in  order 
that  Wards  22  and  25  shall  each  year  have,  ac- 
cording to  the  assessed  polls  of  each  ward,  a 
just  representation  in  the  lower  branch  of  the 
City  Council.  Passed  in  concurrence.  Aid. 
Maguire  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

Order,  That  Messrs.  Carroll,  Fottler,  J.  H. 
Sullivan,  Ladd  and  Dolan,  with  such  as  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  constitute  aspecial 
committee  011  salaries. 

Aid.  Lee— As  the  salary  lists  of  the  various  de- 
partments are  fixed  by  ordinance,  and  as  the 
heads  of  departments  have  a  right  to  fix  the 
salaries  of  their  subordinates,  it  seems  to  me 
that  a  committee  on  salaries,  to  take  this  mat- 
ter into  consideration  would  be  ill-advised  at 
this  time. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Lee  the  order  was  indefin- 
itely postponed.    Notice  sent  down. 


Employment  of  Armed  Bodies. 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  petition 
the  Legislature  at  itspresent  session  for  the 
passage  of  a  law  forbidding  the  organizing  by 
corporations  or  private  individuals  of  any  armed 
body  or  bodies  of  men  residing  in  this  or  any 
other  State,  or  the  employment  of  any  such 
armed  bodies  of  men  by  individuals  or  corpora- 
tions for  any  purpose  whatsoever. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Aid.  Allen— I  would  like  to  inquire  if  there  is 
any  gentleman  in  this  Board  who  can  explain 
the  object  of  passing  this  order.  I  don't  under- 
stand it  myself,  and  I  should  like  to  be  enlight- 
ened upon  it. 

Aid.  Carroll— In  consultation  with  the  gen- 
tleman who  offered  the  order  I  found  that  the 
purport  of  that  order  was  simply  to  have  the  law 
so  made  that  the  events  that  have  occurred 
within  a  month  hi  other  cities  shall  not  take 
place  in  this.  We  have  seen  in  other  sections  of 
the  country,  and  especially  in  the  State  of  New 
Jersey,  that  there  has  been  going  on  now  for  two 
weeks  a  great  coal  strike,  and  there  have  been  a 
number  of  people  employed  in  it.  The  corpora- 
tions there  saw  fit  to  import  into  that  region  or 
that  section  of  the  country  armed  bodies  of  men 
known  as  Pinkerton  detectives,  a  company  that 
is  ready  and  at  all  times  willing  to  put  cut- 
throats or  any  other  parties  in  the  guise  of  police- 
men to  protect  apparently  the  property  of  people 
when  at  the  same  time  they  exercise  with  the 
law  that  is  given  them  under  the  pretext  of 
being  officers,  worse  outrages  than  those  which 
they  seek  to  defend  the  corporations  from. 
It  appears  that  in  this  particular  case  they  were 
so  bloodthirsty  that  they  shot  and  killed  a  poor 
little  boy  in  the  neighborhood  of  11  years  of  age, 
which  has  called  forth  the  condemnation  of 
every  civilized  community  in  the  country 
against  it,  and  a  number  of  legislatures  and  city 
councils  have  passed  acts  and  resolutions  simi- 
lar to  the  one  here  offered,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  it  is  only  a  proper  thing.  I  believe  in  the 
proper  protection  of  life,  limb  and  property,  but 
when  you  seek  to  employ  those  who  bring  the 
name  of  law  into  contempt,  it  is  something 
which  is,  in  my  judgment,  not  a  proper  thing 
to  do.  We  have  111  this  city  and  in  this  State  a 
good  many  labor  organizations,  and  1  personally 
believe  that  they  have  a  right  to  contend  for 
what  they  think  are  their  rights.  They 
have  as  much  right  to  say  what  they 
will  work  for  as  those  who  employ  them 
have  to  say  how  much  they  shall  pay 
them.  If  it  is  legal  and  lawful  for  those  who 
employ  labor  to  organize  and  say  how  much 
they  shall  pay  them,  it  is  equally  lawful  and 
legal  for  those  employed  to  say  how  much  they 
will  work  for,  and  it  would  be  in  ill-keeping  with 
the  laws  of  this  St  ate  tosay  that  because  a  number 
of  men  go  out  and  strike  and  refuse  to  work  for 
certain  parties  the  place  must  be  put  under  pro- 
tection uy  certain  men  under  Mr.  Pinkerton, 
who  has  an  agency  here  now  in  Boston,  employs 
any  man  whom  he  desires  to  employ  and  sticks 
on  to  him  a  badge,  and  he  can  go  through  the 
Commonwealth  as  an  officer  of  the  law.  It  is  a 
menace  to  the  law  and  doesn't  mean  protection 
to  life  and  limb  at  all.  That  is  the  object  of  this 
order;  simply  that  and  nothing  more.  It  is 
simply  to  have  the  State  itself  control  the  offi- 
cers, and  the  State  will  always  be  ready  to  em- 
ploy respectable  and  decent  people  to  uphold 
the  majesty  of  the  law,  without  having  private 
corporations  import  into  the  city  or  State  peo- 
ple of  whose  character  we  know  nothing,  but 
who  simply  come.  here,  with  the  Pinkerton  badge 
and  the  lives  and  property  of  our  people  are  put 
at  their  disposal.  It  is  to  offset  as  much  as  we 
can  and  prevent  tilings  of  that  kind  that  we  ask 
the  mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature. 

Aid.  Haynes— There  has  undoubtedly  been  an 
accident  in  New  Jersey— a  boy  has  been  killed. 
There  are  accidents  happening  every  day ;  and 
it  seems  to  me  that  the  intelligence! of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Board  is  sufficient  to  judge  from  the 
occurrences  that  have  happened  in  Chicago  and 
other  places  whether  the  owners  of  property  that 
has  got  to  be  defended  haven't  the  right  to  ask 
for  protection,  and  if  the  city  or  town  is  not  com- 
petent to  furnish  it,  to  ask  protection  from  other 
sources.  It  seems  to  me  that  making  this  dis- 
turbance in  regard  to  a  single  individual  who 
has  been  killed— a  most  unfortunate  tiling,  as 
everybody    understands  —  is    hardly   sufficient 
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cause  for  us  to  say  that  we  will  put  this  order 
on  the  records  of  this  Board ;  and  I  move,  sir, 
that  when  the  vote  is  taken,  it  he  taken  by  yeas 
and  nays. 

Aid.  Carroll— In  behalf  of  those  who  are  not 
in  a  position  to  speak  for  themselves,  I  desire  to 
state  for  the  working  and  laboring  classes,  from 
whom  this  order  is  probably  derived,  that  they 
have  no  respect  or  sympathy  with  any  such  acts 
as  have  taken  place  in  Chicago.  They  are  the 
upholders  of  law  and  order;  they  are  not  the 
people  who  desire  to  infringe  on  the  law  or 
side  against  the  body  politic,  and  you  will  not 
rind  them  as  citizens,  irrespective  of  race,  class, 
creed  or  color,  engaged  in  any  such  event  as 
occurred  at  Chicago.  In  saying  that  I  think  I 
am  simply  telling  the  truth.  If  that  was  an 
accident  which  occurred  in  New  Jersey,  it  is 
only  an  accident  which  may  also  occur  in  the 
future,  and  we  may  have  a  number  of  such  acci- 
dents. It  awakens  the  public  pulse  to  what  has 
been  naturally  known  for  many  years  by  others 
—a  realization  of  the  truth  of  the  fact  that 
where  such  things  are  tolerated  such  events 
occur.  If  it  is  an  accident  for  a  body  of  armed 
ruffians  to  shed  blood  and  kill  people,  I  say  God 
defend  us  from  any  more  such  accidents. 

Aid.  Capen— I  shall  vote  in  favor  of  the  order 
for  this  reason,  that  when  the  government  can- 
not hire  soldiers,  policemen,  and  so  on.  it  is 
time  to  shut  up  shop.  I  shall  vote  in  favor  of 
this  order. 

Aid.  Lee— I  am  exceedingly  glad,  sir,  that  the 
alderman  on  my  left  has  asked  that  this  ques- 
tion might  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  because 
for  one  I  am  more  than  pleased,  and  will  be 
more  than  pleased  to  go  upon  record  upon  this 
question.  It  appears  to  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  that 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  with  her 
militia,  and  the  city  of  Boston,  with  her  well 
organized  police  force,  are  ably  and  amply  suffi- 
cient to  protect  the  interests  of  their  citizens.  I 
say  it  is  in  the  interests  of  the  citizens  of  Boston 
that  an  order  or  petition  of  this  kind  should  be 
sent  to  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  that  a  law 
may  be  passed  that  when  anything  occurs  that 
demands  that  the  life,  limb  and  property  of  our 
citizens  may  be  protected,  the  well-governed 
militia  that  is  within  the  borders  of  the  State, 
and  the  well-established  police  force  that  is 
within  the  limits  of  our  city  may  be  utilized  to 
protect  the  life,  limb  and  property  of  our  citi- 
zens. I  am  glad,  as  I  said  before,  that  the  alder- 
man on  my  left  has  asked  that  the  yeas  and  nays 
may  he  taken,  because  I  will  gladly  vote  for  the 
order. 

Aid.  Bromwich— The  remarks  of  the  last  al- 
derman would  be  very  appropriate  providing 
they  went  the  whole  length  they  should  go.  I 
know  very  weL  that  we  have  a  militia  that  is 
able  to  protect  this  State  in  case  of  any  disrup- 
tion, but  in  case  of  a  strike,  as  has  been  men- 
tioned, of  any  magnitude.before  that  militia  can 
be  used  you  have  to  obtain  the  consent  of  some 
executive.  Now  the  executives  of  some  States 
and  cities  are  not  as  lively  in  doing  their  duty  as 
they  should  be.  I  have  seen  in  different  cities 
in  which  I  have  been,  a  long  time  elapse  some- 
times before  they  considered  that  there  was 
enough  trouble  ahead  to  call  out  the  militia. 
I  do  not  like  to  vote  to  call  in  a  Pinkerton  squad 
to  protect  any  of  the  corporations  here.  I  think 
that  it  is  a  wrong  feeling,  and  I  am  not  speaking 
the  other  way  because  I  think  the  order  is  not 
right,  but  I  think  there  should  be  s<  imething  done 
between  the  two.  If  there  was  some  way  adopted 
of  calling  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  the 
probable  cases  that  may  arise  as  the  condition 
of  affairs  in  this  regard  is  in  the  State  or  coun- 
try at  the  present  time,  it  would  be  better.  But 
we  are,  as  a  city,  at  the  mercy  of  the  executive 
to  a  certain  extent  in  calling  out  the  militia  to 
put  down  riots  or  tumults,  and  although  I  be- 
lieve that  it  would  he  done  as  soon  as  possible  at 
the  present  time  I  cannot  tell  how  it  may  be  in 
the  future.  We  may  have  executive  officers  who 
may  think  that  it  isn't  time  to  issue  the  or- 
der for  the  milityi.  If  we  should  have 
such  officers  as  those  it  would  be  noth- 
ing more  than  right  that  parties  who 
have  property  should  he  able  to  protect 
themselves  in  whatever  manner  they  think 
proper.  So  that  although  it  may  work  well  one 
way,  it  may  not  another.  There  isn't  sufficient 
time,  I  know,  to  lay  this  over,  because  Wednes- 
day next  is  the  last  day,  I  believe,  that  new 
business  can  be  presented  at  the  Legislature,  or 


else  I  should  like  to  have  an  opportunity  to 
think  about  this  a  little  more  before  I  cast  my 
vote,  as  it  is  a  very  serious  thing.  It  is  one  of 
the  most  serious  resolves  or  petitions  that  can 
he  presented  to  the  Legislature.  It  lias  a  broad 
scope,  and  it  ought  to  be  thought  about  a  great 
deal  before  we  vote  either  way.  It  is  taking  a 
great  deal  upon  ourselves  to  recommend  this  as 
a  city,  and  I  really  hardly  know  which  way  to 
vote  myself.  I  am  inclined  to  vote  to  refuse  to 
allow  any  such  party  as  the  Pinkertons  or  anyon 
else  to  come  here  to  dictate,  yet  I  want  our  cor-' 
porations  and  moneyed  institutions  protected. 
If  I  felt  satisfied  that  the  executive — I  do  no 
mean  the  executive  of  the  city  but  the  executive 
of  the  State — would  be  prompt  hi  protecting 
property  in  case  of  tumult.  I  certainly  should 
have  no  hesitation  in  voting  to  present  this  pe- 
tition. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  certainly  am  surprised  at  the 
remarks  made  by  the  last  speaker.  It  is  certain- 
ly a  statement  which,  if  we  take  it  in  its  literal 
sense,  would  mean  that  the  executive  of  the 
State  is  not  a  man  fit  for  an  occasion  when  an 
emergency  might  arise.  I  am  not  one  of  those 
who  agree  with  him  in  his  politics,  but  I  am  one 
of  those  who  believe  that  no  man  will  ever  be 
elected  to  the  position  of  governor  of  this  State 
who  isn't  capable,  isn't  quick  enough,  and  has 
not  the  sagacity  to  see  and  act  when  anything  of 
the  kind  occurs.  It  is  a  matter  of  sheer  nonsense 
and  idle  bosh  for  people,  to  come  here  and  talk 
about  the  dangers  to  moneyed  institutions  and 
moneyed  estates  in  this  State  of  Massachusetts, 
on  account  of  attacks  or  anything  of  the  kind, 
because  men  wish  to  redress  some  wrongs,  and 
desire  to  strike  to  show  what  they  desire  to 
have.  It  is  all  nonsense,  and  the  people  who 
are  engaged  in  those  strikes  and  the  men  who 
are  asking  for  more  money  for  doing  work  have 
interests  as  sacred  and  as  dear  to  them  as  the 
moneyed  interests  of  the  city  and  State. 
They  have  their  wives,  their  families,  their 
hopes  and  desires  for  future  encouragement 
and  education  of  their  children,  all  of  which 
are  of  more  importance  to  them  than  the 
moneyed  estate  is  to  the  moneyed  man,  and 
with  those  interests  they  are  not  only  upholders 
of  the  law,  but  they  are  entirely  against  getting 
into  tumults  or  having  any  trouble.  We  have 
had  in  this  State  some  serious  strikes,  where 
men  have  been  out  of  work  for  some  four  or  five 
weeks,  and  who  ever  heard  of  any  damage  to 
the  property  of  those  who  employed  them?  The 
people  employed  in  this  State  are  intelligent 
people.  I  want  the  members  of  this  Board  to 
understand  that  the  laboring  classes  of  Massa- 
chusetts are,  and  it  can  be  proven  very  easily  by 
statistics,  superior  to  those  of  any  other  section 
of  the  country  in  point  of  intelligence,  and 
when  you  come  to  consider  the  intelligence  of 
the  laboring  classes  of  this  State  you  will  find 
that  they  are  the  best  and  safest  guard  to  the 
support  of  all  honest  and  moral  law.  They  are 
not  people  who  encourage  breaking  the  law. 
They  protect  the  law  because  the  law  protects 
them,  and  I  don't  think  that  there  ought  to  be 
any  doubt  as  to  the  passage  of  this  order,  as  a 
condemnation  of  what  has  taken  place  in  other 
sections  of  the  country.  There  is  no  danger  to 
the  moneyed  classes  here:  the  laboring  classes 
are  as  much  interested  in  supporting  the  true 
interests  of  the  State  as  they  are,  and  have  the 
same  interests  that  they  have,  and  will  help  at 
all  times  to  uphold  the  law. 

Aid.  Bromwich— 1  want  it  perfectly  under- 
stood here,  and  I  speak  from  experience,  having 
been  in  five  or  six  strikes  myself,  and  I  know 
what  I  am  talking  about,  that  the  strikers  who 
strike  for  their  rights,  which  they  have  a  right 
to  do,  are  not  the  party  of  cutthroats  who  hang 
in  the  rear.  Those  who  strike  are  never  the 
ones  who  do  the  damage.  It  is  the  bummers 
and  hangers-on  and  would-be-no-workers  who 
hang  in  the  rear  that  come  in  and  disgrace  the 
party  that  they  pretend  to  belong  to.  It  is  those 
that  we  want  protection  against,  or  that  the 
people  want  protection  against.  You  will  find 
in  all  parts  of  the  world  tha  those  who  only  ask 
for  a  fair  day's  wages  for  a  fair  day's  work 
are  not  the  ones  whom  you  need  to  be  afraid  of. 
It  is  those  who  want  a  fair  day's  wages  for  no 
work,  and  they  are  always  hang  on  m  the  rear 
and  come  in  and  do  the  damage.  Now  I  would 
like  to  ask,  for  information,  if  any  of  the  alder- 
men here  are  positive  that  the  Pinkerton  men, 
or   these  detectives,  were  the  ones  in  New  Jer- 


110 


BOARD     OF     ALDERMEN. 


sey  who  created  the  bother  or  fired  into  the 
crowd  so  as  to  kill  this  boy? 

Aid.  Carroll — I  will  say  for  the  information 
of  the  alderman  that  there  are  a  number  of 
them  now  under  arrest  for  doing  it.  We  weren't 
there,  of  course,  to  see  it  done,  but  it  has  been 
referred  to  everywhere  in  the  daily  papers. 

Aid.  Bromtwich— I  want  it  understood  that 
the  men  who  actually  created  the  disturbance, 
if  you  like  to  term  it  so,  or  who  accidentally 
shot  the  boy,  were  men  sworn  in  as  special  offi- 
cers by  the  mayor  of  the  city. 

Aid.  Carroll — I  want  it  understood  that  the 
mayor  refused  to  swear  them  in  at  all,  as  he  de- 
pended upon  the  protection  of  his  own  police 
and  militia  of  the  State,  and  claimed  that  he 
had  enough  force  without  sending  outside.  In 
regard  to  the  man  who  shot  the  boy,  they  had 
all  they  could  do  to  save  him  from  getting 
lynched. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  understood  that  the- 
mayor  swore  the  constables  in,  but  I  want 
it  perfectly  understood  and  I  want  it  to  go 
on  record,  that  I  have  not  said  one  word  against 
the  orderly  conduct  of  the  workingmen.  It  is 
the  bummers  who  hang  in  the  rear. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— It  seems  to  me  that  this  or- 
der is  a  reflection  upon  every  citizen  of  this 
State,  as  Well  as  on  the  executive  of  the  State 
and  city  both.  There  has  never  been  a  time,  or 
rarely,  when  there  has  been  a  necessity  for  call- 
ing out  even  an  organized  armed  force  for  the 
protection  of  the  city.  '  There  has  never  been  a 
very  serious  riot  in  this  city,  with  one  excep- 
tion, I  believe,  and  that  was  a  draft  riot,  and 
that  was  something  organized  by  foreigners,  not 
by  citizens  of  this  city.  I  believe  that  the  exec- 
utive of  this  city"  is  thoroughly  competent  to 
handle,  with  the  force  that  is  within  his  power, 
any  mob  that  we  may  have  here.  I  believe,  if 
necessary,  the  executive  of  the  State  will  cheer- 
fully co-operate  with  him,  and  that  we  never 
shall  have  any  necessity  for  asking  the  Legisla- 
ture to  protect  us  against  foreign  armed  bodies. 
I  believe  that  the  laws  of  this  State  prohibit  any 
such  organization  as  that  in  our  State  at  the 
present  time,  and  such  a  force  as  has  been  em- 
ployed along  the  New  Jersey  coast  would 
not  under  the  statutes  be  allowed  to  exist  here. 
I  don't  know  what  the  scope  of  this  order  is, 
but  there  might  bean  extraordinary  occasion, 
such  as  the  great  fire  of  some  years  ago,  where  it 
would  be  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the 
vaults  of  large  moneyed  institutions  from  the 
hangers-on  and  the  bad  elements  from  other 
cities  that  would  swarm  here  on  such  an  occa- 
sion as  that,  to  arm  a  few  of  their  employees  to 
protect  their  individual  interests,  and  it  seems 
to  me  that  this  order  would  prevent  that.  That 
would  be  in  the  interest  of  the  city  and  in  the 
interest  of  every  city,  and  I  don't  think  until  we 
have  some  reason  more  than  we  have  today  that 
we  ought  to  ask  the  Legislature  for  any  such  en- 
actment as  this.  We  have  a  good  many  tilings 
to  ask  them  for,  and  it  would  appear  that  we 
ought  to  keep  up  our  reputation  as  level-headed 
and  sensible  legislators,  in  order  that  we  may 
have  some  standing  before  the  Legislature.  We 
are  about  to  ask  them  today  lor  an  appropriation 
of  money  to  build  bridges,  for  a  park  loan,  and 
there  are  many  things  that  we  will  ask  them  for 
during  the  year.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  ought 
to  be  careful,  in  order  to  keep  up  our  reputation, 
not  to  ask  for  things  that  appear  unwise  if  not 
foolish,  and  though  I  am  not  opposed  particu- 
larly to  this  order  other  than  that  I  believe  it 
will  be  a  reflection  on  every  citizen,  still  1  am 
inclined  to  vote  against  it  for  the  reason  that  I 
believe  it  is  entirely  unnecessary,  and  that  we 
never  shall  be  placed  in  a  predicament  where 
we  shall  have  to  ask  the  Legislature  to  protect 
ns  from  any  such  force. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— The  iilderman  who  lias 
just  taken  his  seat  says  that  this  order  is  un- 
necessary. That  is  partly  true,  It  may  be  un- 
necessary at  the  present  time;  still,  1  think  it  is 
well  to  deal  with  the  future,  anil  to  prepare  for 
it.  Prevention  is  better  than  cure.  Although 
not  very  old  myself,  I  remember  the  time  of  the 
Cooper-street  riot.  I  know  what  an  incentive  an 
armed  body  of  men,  even  coming  from  our  own 
State,  may  be  to  a  large  number  of  people  out  of 
employment.  While  the  armed  body  of  men 
may  not  be  so  large,  they  may  feel  at  times  that 
they  are  to  be  overpowered,  and  through  fright 
or  some  other  cause  they  may  commit  such  an 
assault  that  it  would  seem  to  the  good  citizens 


of  Boston  to  be  outrageous.  Now  it  seems  to  me 
that  we  ought  to  give  this  order  a  full 
vote,  and  send  it  to  the  capitol  of  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  and,  if  possible,  secure 
the  condemnation  of  any  action  that  will  bring 
about  outside  interference  in  the  government  of 
the  people  of  the  cities  and  towns  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. I  come  from  a  district  that  proba- 
bly has  as  large  a  number  of  laborers  as  any 
other  district  in  the  city.  Li  that  district  is  a 
corporation  that  employs,  I  may  say,  a  thousand 
men.  Now  I  know  that  the  men  employed  by 
that  corporation  are  law-abiding  citizens.  I 
know  that  they  fear  policemen.  But,  sir,  if  the 
men  in  the  employ  of  that  corporation  knew 
that  an  armed  body  of  men  might  attempt  to  in- 
terfere with  their  action,  I,  nor  no  other  man, 
could  go  security  for  their  action.  I  feel  that 
there  are  public-spirited  men  enough  in  Boston, 
or  in  the  State,  men  among  the  laboring  classes, 
honorable  enough  to  lend  a  hand,  without  any 
outside  interference,  in  putting  down  a  strike  or 
anything  of  that  kind.  It  is  for  that  reason  that 
I  shall  vote  for  this  order.  It  is  for  that  reason 
that  1  should  like  to  see  this  Board  petition  the 
Legislature  unanimously.  There  are  many 
things  that  can  be  said  in  reference  to  this  order, 
but  in  looking  over  the  calendarl  did  not  antici- 
pate that  there  would  be  any  debate.  I  feel  sure 
that  if  any  gentleman  in  the  Board  represented 
a  corporation  or  moneyed  institution— as  our 
friend  the  alderman  from  South  Boston  has 
said,  the  executive  would  probably  move 
slowly — he  would  get  all  the  assistance  that 
he  needed.  I  never  knew  an  executive  officer 
to  move  slowly  when  there  was  a  moneyed 
corporation  behind  him.  They  are  not  the 
men  to  be  afraid ;  and  still  they  have  some- 
thing to  gain  by  the  order.  It  prohibits  not 
only  private  individuals,  but  it  prohibits  corpo- 
rations from  having  or  bringing  in  any  outside 
interference.  There  are  a  great  many  sides  to 
the  subject,  but  on  all  sides  it  is  evident  that 
this  order  is  in  the  interest  of  right,  and  I  hope 
the  order  will  pass. 

Aid.  N.  C.  Smith— I  want  to  correct  one  state- 
ment which  the  alderman  opposite  has  made. 
I  don't  object  to  any  order  that  prohibits  the  in- 
terference of  foreigners  or  armed  bodies  from 
other  States.  The  laws  of  this  State  provide  for 
that  already.  1  am  told  that  the  Pinkerton  es- 
tablishment tried  some  years  ago  to  have  a  law 
enacted  giving  them  permission  to  enter  their 
detectives  into  this  State,  but  that  the  Legisla- 
ture was  against  it,  and  that  the  law  is  today 
that  no  armed  body  from  foreign  States  shall 
have  a  standing  in  this  State  legally.  If  the 
gentleman  refers  to.  that  only, , and  is  willing  to 
amend  it,  so  that  the  order  shall  read  "armed 
bodies  from  other  States,"  I  am  willing  to  vote 
for  that,  because  the  law  is  against  it  already. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence;  yeas  7, 
nays  5: 

Yeas— Aid.  Capen,  Carroll,  Donovan,  Lee,  Ma- 
guire,  McLaughlin!  Sullivan— 7. 

Nays— Aid.  Allen,  lironiwich,  Haynes,  N.  G. 
Smith,  C.  W.  Smith— 5. 

Aid.  Carroll  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

ACTION   ON   EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENTS. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  Board  pro- 
ceeded to  act  on  the  executive  appointments 
submitted  at  the  last  meeting. 

Five  ( 'ommissioner. 

Appointment  ol  Walter  H.  French  to  he  Fire 

(  i lissioner  for    three  years  from   the   first 

Monday  of  May,  1887. 

Aid.  Al  aouirk— As  Mr.  French  comes  from  my 
district  1  want  to  say  simply  a  few  words.  Mr. 
French  is  a  gentleman  that  I  know  and  he  is 
well  known  to  the  citizens  of  our  district.  He 
has  a  petition  signed  by  a  thousand  friends  and 
acquaintances  of  his  who  are  property  owners 
in  the  ninth  district.  Ml.  French  was  honored 
one  year  ago  by  His  Honor  the  Mayor  with  the 
office  of  trustee  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery,  and  I 
think  that  it  appears  by  the  records  that  he 
served  faithfully  and  welLand  1  believe  that,  it 
was  because  of  the  excellence  of  those  services 
thai  Bis  Honor  the  Mayor  has  given  him  this 
appointment.    I  also  understand,  and  in  fact  I 

know,  that  Mr.  French  is  backed  by  large  down- 
town concerns;  and  personally  1  will  say  that  I 
think  Mr.  French  is  a  very  competent  man  for 
the  position.  I  am  quite  sure  that  if  this  Board 
will  confirm  the  appointment  of  His  Honor  the 
Mayor  he  will  make  an   efficient  Fire  Conimis- 
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sioner.  I  have  no  doubt  that  His  Honor  the 
Mayor  has  given  the  matter  the  consideration  it 
is  entitled  to,  and  that  he  considers  Mr.  French 
qualified  for  the  position. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  did  not  desire  to  say  any- 
thing in  relation  to  this  matter.  It  is  the  first 
time  since  I  have  been  a  member  of  this  Board 
that  I  have  heard  anything  said  in  relation  to 
the  confirmation  or  rejection  of  the  mayor's  ap- 
pointments. I  do  not  desire  at  this  time  to  enter 
into  any  specific  statements  in  relation  to  the 
gentleman,  and  as  a  matter  of  courtesy  to  the 
gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  if  I  felt 
an  inclination  to  do  so,  I  would  not  do  so.  But  I 
want  the  gentleman  to  distinctly  understand 
that  I  intend  to  vote  against  Mr.  French,  despite 
the  statements  made  in  relation  to  him,  and  de- 
spite the  opinion  of  His  Honor  the  Mayor  in  re- 
lation to  the  gentleman,  because  I  claim  that 
the  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  are 
equally  as  good  judges  of  the  fitness  of  the  gen- 
tleman for  the  position ;  and  not  being  satisfied 
that  he  has  fitness  which  I  think  a  man  should 
have  for  the  position  of  Fire  Commissioner,  is  <  me 
reason  why  I  shall  vote  against  his  confirmation. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  ballot.  Committee — 
Aid.  McLaughlin,  Carroll. 

Whole  number  of  ballots,  12 ;  yes  4,  no  8,  and 
the  appointment  was  declared  not  confirmed. 
Aid.  Carroll  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

Harbor  Masters  and  Assistants. 

Nomination  of  George  F.  Goold  to  be  harbor 
master,  and  John  W.  Jackson,  Ithamar  E.  Me- 
reen,  John  J.  Middleton,  George  H.  Adams, 
Nicholas  C.  Fallon,  Stephen  Newton,  Erdix  S. 
Dearing,  James  Russell,  and  Louis  W.  Swan,  to 
be  assistant  harbor  masters,  and  Franklin  Win- 
chester for  Roxbury  canal,  all  for  the  term  of 
one  year  from  the  first  Monday  in  April,  1887. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan  it  was  voted  that 
all  the  above  be  voted  for  on  one  ballot. 

Committee — Aid.  Sullivan,  Bromwich. 

Whole  number  of  ballots  12,  yes  12,  and  the  ap- 
pointments were  declared  confirmed. 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

The  Board  took  up  the  special  assignment, 
viz.:  Appointment  of  James  C.  Tucker  to  be 
superintendent  of  public  buildings. 

Aid.  Maguire  moved  to  lay  on  the  table.  De- 
clared lost.  Aid.  Maguire  doubted  the  vote  and 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table  was  carried,  yeas  7,  nays  5. 

Yeas— Aid.  Capen,  Carroll,  Donovan,  Lee, 
Maguire,  McLaughlin,  Sullivan— 7. 

Navs — Aid.  Allen,  Bromwich,  Haynes,  N.  G. 
Smith,  C.  W.  Smith— 5. 

COMMUNICATIONS     AND      REPORTS     FROM     CITY 

OFFICERS. 

Reports  were  received  from  the  superinten- 
dent of  streets,  giving  the  cost  of  furnishing  and 
setting  edgestones  and  paving  sidewalks  with- 
brick  in  Dennis  street,  Ward  20;  in  Woodville 
square,  between  West  Cottage  street  and  Dennis 
street,  and  in  Dennis  street,  easterly  side,  be- 
tween Moreland  street  and  Woodville  square. 
Orders  were  passed  for  the  assessment  and  col- 
lection of  one  half  the  costs  thereof. 

Quarterly  report  of  the  inspectors  of  vessels 
and  ballast  for  Jan.  31,  1887.  Number  of  vessels 
inspected,  90;   fees  received,  §452.10;  expenses, 

t35;  income  derived  by  incumbents,  §417.10. 
ent  down. 

Request  for  an  additional  appropriation  of 
$2000  for  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Common 
Council,  City  Document  32. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

Request  for  an  additional  appropriation  of 
$1500  for  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  City  Document  31. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

Annual  report  (City  Doc.  9)  of  the  directors  for 
Public  Institutions  for  1886.    Sent  down. 

Annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Health  for  188G 
(City  Doc.  13.)    Sent  down. 

Annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Print- 
ing (City  Doc.)  .  Sent  down. 

Request  for  an  additional  appropriation  of 
$7500  for  incidental  expenses  (City  Doc.  30.)  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Finance. 

Nuisance  Abolished. 
Board  of  Health,  ) 

32  Pemberton  Square, 

Boston,  Jan.  25,  1887. ) 
Joseph  H.  O'Neil,  Esq.,  City  Clerk  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am   directed    by  the   Board    of 


Health  to  make  return  of  its  doings  in  the 
abatement  of  a  nuisance  caused  by  stagnant 
water  on  vacant  lands  lying  between  242  and 
252  Paris  street,  East  Boston,  which  nuisance 
was  abated  under  provisions  of  Chapter  160  of 
the  Acts  of  1868.  In  the  month  of  October  last, 
a  petition  signed  by  Sarah  Bevart  et  als.  was 
presented  to  the  Board  of  Health  and  it  pro- 
ceeded to  the  premises  described  in  said  peti- 
tion, and  made  examination  thereof,  where- 
upon being  of  the  opinion  that  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners  should  be  granted,  caused  notices  to 
be  duly  served  on  the  petitioners  and  others  in- 
terested, and  by  publication  in  the  daily  papers, 
that  a  hearing  would  be  given  on  the  17th  of 
November  following.  In  accordance  with  said 
notice  the  hearing  took  place  at  32  Pemberton 
square,  at  conclusion  of  which  the  matter  was 
taken  under  advisement.  Subsequently  it  was 
voted  to  employ  a  mason  to  connect  said  lands 
with  the  sewer  in  Paris  street  by  building  a 
drain  and  hollow  plug,  the  expense  thereof,  the 
sum  of  $58.50,  be  assessed  on  said  land. 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  E.  Davis,  Jr.,  Clerk. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Health  (Aid,) 
Permanent  Laborers 

Street  Department.         ( 
City  Hall,  Boston,  Jan.  31,  1887.  I 
To  the  Honorable  City  Government  of  the  City 

of  Boston. 

Gentlemen,— In  reply  to  the  order  of  the  17th 
inst.,  "that  the  superintendent  of  streets  be  re- 
quested to  inform  the  city  government  if  it 
would  be  expedient  to  place  laborers  in  that  de- 
partment on  a  permanent  basis,"  I  would  state 
that  the  department  employed  675  laborers  on 
full  time  for  seven  months  of  the  present  finan- 
cial year;  300  would  be  sufficient  for  the  remain- 
ing five  months,  except  immediately  after  a 
heavy  snowfall,  then  all  would  be  required  for  a 
time;  but  in  this  matter  the  department  must 
be  governed  entirely  by  the  means  at  its  dispo- 
sal ;  I  think  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  have  a 
small  number  of  preferred  permanent  men. 
Yours  respectfully, 

John  W.  McDonald, 

Supt.  of  Streets. 

Sent  down. 

Park  Construction  Loan. 

Treasurer's  Office.     ( 
Boston,  Jan.  31,  1887. 1 
To  the  Honorable  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,— In  pursuance  of  authority  of  an 
order  of  the  City  Council.  Jan.l4;  1887,  I  asked  for 
proposals  for  $500,000  of  the  "Public  Park  Con- 
struction Loan,"  to  be  received  Monday,  Jan.  31, 
at  12  o'clock  M.,  by  advertising  in  the  daily 
papers  of  Boston,  and  by  circulars  sent  to  the 
moneyed  institutions  and  bankers  of  New  Eng- 
land, New  Y'ork  and  Philadelphia.  At  the  ap- 
pointed time  today  I  opened,  in  the  mayor's 
office,  in  the  presence  of  the  mayor  and  city 
auditor,  two  proposals,  each  for  $100,000,  varying 
at  from  94  to  95V.1  per  cent.  Being  under  par.  and 
acting  under  the  advice  of  the  corporation  coun- 
sel, and,  as  I  believe,  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
city,  I,  with  the  approval  of  His  Honor  Mayor 
O'Brien,  rejected  said  bids.  I  await  your  action 
as  to  the  next  steps  to  be  taken  towards  placing 
the  loan  on  the  market,  so  that  it  shall  bring  its 
par  value,  the  full  amount  required  by  order  of 
the  City  Council. 

Yours  most  respectfully, 

Alfred  T.  Turner,  City  Treasurer. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

Commonwealth  Avenue. 
Office  of  the  Street  Commissioners,  I 
City  Hall,  Boston.        I 
In  Board  of  Street  Commissioners. 
January  31,  1887. 
Ordered,   That  the  name    of    Massachusetts 
avenue,  in  continuation  of  Commonwealth  ave- 
nue from  its  junction  with  Brighton  avenue  to 
Chestnut  Hill  avenue,  be  changed  to,  and  that 
be  hereafter  known  as,  Commonwealth  avenue. 
Passed,  and  sent  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  for 
confirmation. 

John  P.  Dore,         )  Street 

Isaac  S.  Burrell,  [  Commissioners. 
Hugh  E.  Brady,     ) 
The  action  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners was  confirmed  by  this  Board. 
Lunatic  Hospital. 
Aid.  Lee  presented  a  request  from  the  direc- 
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tors  for  Public  Institutions  that  the  City  Council 
transfer  to  the  custody  of  said  board  for  the 
uses  of  the  Lunatic  Hospital,  for  garden  and 
airing  grounds  for  the  patients,  that  portion  of 
land  in  South  Boston  formerly  rented  to  the 
House  of  Correction,  bounded  by  First,  Second, 
M,  and  N  streets,  containing  about  190,175 
square  feet. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Institu- 
tions. 

STABLES. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health  (Aid.),  recommending  that 
leave  be  granted,  on  the  usual  conditions,  upon 
the  following  petitions: 

William  'lobin,  for  leave  to  occupy  anew 
wooden  building  for  two  horses,  on  rear  of  Paul 
Core  street,  near  Centre  street,  Ward  23. 

William  Dietz,  to  occupy  a  new  wooden  build- 
ing for  two  horses  on  Dorset  street,  Ward  15. 

George  D.  Hall,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  building  for  one  horse,  on  Prospect 
street,  near  Milton  avenue,  Ward  24. 

Reports  accepted,  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

Also  reports,  recommending  leave  to  with- 
draw, upon  the  following  petitions: 

John  D.  Lane,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  brick 
building  for  two  horses,  on  Trenton  street,  rear 
88  and  90,  Ward  1. 

John  D.  Lane,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  brick 
building  for  four  horses,  on  Trenton  street,  No. 
119  and  121,  Ward  1. 

Severally  accepted. 

REPORTS  FROM  THE  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Finance  Committee : 

Lockers  for  the  Common  Council. 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  order  to  provide  lockers  for  the  use 
of  members  of  the  Common  Council,  at  an  ex- 
pense of  $500,  having  considered  the  subject, 
respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
order  in  concurrence  with  the  Common  Council. 
(The  order  provides  for  a  transfer  of  $500  from 
appropriation  for  Albany-street  bridge.) 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Aid.  Lee— Before  the  question  is  taken  I  would 
like  to  inquire  of  some  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance  if  the  work  on  Albany-street 
bridge  is  completed? 

The  Chairman— It  is  not,  but  it  is  far  enough 
advanced  so  that  we  are  safe  in  making  the 
transfer. 

Aid.  Sullivan— As  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Bridges  I  desire  to  say  that  the  work  has 
barely  commenced.  They  have  expended  about 
$1400  out  of  an  appropriation  of  $30,000.  I  do  not 
know  how  they  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
there  would  he  $500  left  after  the  work  is  com- 
pleted. I  do  not  think  it  is  wise  to  take  any  part 
of  that  appropriation  until  we  know  where  we 
stand,  I  would  move  that  the  order  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  get  the 
opinion  of  the  city  engineer  as  to  the  amount  re- 
quired to  complete  that  work. 

Aid.  Allen— In  behalf  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee, I  would  say  that  it  was  represented  to 
them  by  the  city  auditor  that  from  the  evidence 
presented  to  him  by  the  city  engineer  there 
would  be  a  considerable  sum  left  alter  complet- 
ing the  Albany-street  bridge;  that  some  changes 
of  plans  had  been  made,  the  railroad  company 
assuming  a  considerable  portion  of  the  expense 
which  it  was  expected  the  city  would  be  re- 
quired to  pay,  and  there  is  no  doubt  there  would 
be  a  considerable  sum  left,  amounting  to  sev- 
eral thousand  dollars.  As  this  was  a  small  mat- 
ter of  $500  the  committee  thought,  in  view  of 
that  statement,  that  they  would  be  justified  in 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  order  in  con- 
currence with  the  Common  Council.  Under 
other  circumstances  if  the  order  had  not  been 
passed  by  the  Council,  the  committee  would  un- 
doubtedly ha\  e  recommended  that  the  amount 
be  taken  from  some  other  appropriation.  But 
inasmuch  as  there  had  been  a  change  in  the 
plans,  and  there  would  be  a  large  saving,  we 
thought  it  better  to  concur.  I  dislike  to  disagree 
with  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Bridges, 
but  it  seems  to  me  it  is  not  out  of  the  way  to  pass 
the  order  as  it  has  been  presented. 

Aid.  Sullivan— The  Committee  on  Bridges 
have  very  little  to  do  with  the  rebuilding  of  Al- 
bany-street bridge.  They  know  very  little  about 


it,  except  what  the  assistant  engineer  has  told 
the  chairman  of  the  committee.  I  have  not 
seen  the  city  engineer ;  he  was  not  in  the  office 
when  I  went  to  see  him  to  get  information  about 
it.  Bat  the  assistant  engineer  informed  me  that 
he  did  not  think  it  wise  to  take  that  amount  out 
of  the  appropriation.  If  the  matter  is  recom- 
mitted I  will  endeavor  to  see  the  city  engineer, 
and  if  he  thinks  it  wise  to  take  this  amount  out 
of  that  appropriation  I  shall  have  no  objection. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan  the  order  was 
specially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting. 

Q-street  Sewer   Nuisance. 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred as  unfinished  business  of  last  year,  the 
communication  from  the  Board  of  Health,  ask- 
ing for  an  appropriation  of  $2000  for  the  purpose 
of  abating  a  nuisance  connected  with  the  Q- 
street  sewer  in  South  Boston,  respectfully  re- 
port no  further  action  necessary  on  the  part  of 
the  City  Council. 

Accepted.    Sent  down, 

Beacon-Hill  Reservoir. 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  Communication  from  the  Water 
Board,  asking  for  compensation,  on  account  of 
the  sale  of  the  Beacon-hill  reservoir,  having 
considered  the  subject,  respectfully  recommend 
reference  of  the  same  to  the  Special  Committee 
on  the  Disposal  of  the  Reservoir  Site. 

Accepted  and  referred  accordingly.  Sent  down. 
Roxbury  Canal  Lands. 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  order  to  provide  an  appropriaiion  of 
$5000  for  fitting  up  the  greenhouses  of  the  Com- 
mon Department,  on  the  Roxbury  canal  lands, 
so  called,  having  considered  the  subject,  respect- 
fully recommend  the  psssage  of  the  order  in  the 
following:  new  draft: 

Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  be  authorized 
to  transfer  the  sum  of  $5000  from  the  reserved 
fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Common,  etc., 
said  sum  to  be  expended  in  fitting  up  the  green- 
houses, Roxbury  canal  lands. 

Report  accepted,  order  in  new  draft  passed ; 
yeas  11,  nays  1,  Aid.  Capen  voting  nay.  Sent 
down. 

Allandale-street  Extension. 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred by  the  Common  Council  the  order  to  pro- 
vide an  appropriation  of  $6000  for  the  completion 
of  the  extension  of  Allandale  street,  respect- 
fully recommend  reference  of  the  order  to  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations. 

Accepted  and  referred  accordingly.  Sent 
down. 

South  Bosto?i  Fire  Department. 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred, as  unfinished  business  of  last  year,  the 
report  relative  to  providing  appropriations  for  a 
■new  hook  and  ladder  house  in  South  Boston, 
and  a  new  engine  house  in  Washington  Village, 
having  considered  the  subject,  respectfully  re- 
new the  recommendation  that  no  action  is 
necessary  on  the  part  of  the  City  Council. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Kneel  and-street  Widening. 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  were  re- 
ferred by  the  Common  Council,  the  order  for  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  to  prepare  plans 
and  estimates  for  widening  Kneeland  street, 
from  Harrison  avenue  to  Albany  street,  and  the 
order  for  a  transfer  of  $90,000  for  the  purpose, 
from  the  appropriation  for  the  widening  ana  ex- 
tention  of  Tufts  street,  respectfully  report  no 
action  necessary,  as  there  is  no  appropriation  for 
widening  and  extending  Tufts  street. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

STREET  EXTENSIONS. 

Aid,  Sullivan  submitted  the  following: 

The  committee  on  laying  out  and  widening 
streets,  to  whom  was  referred,  as  unfinished 
business  of  last  year,  the  report  of  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  on  the  expediency  of  ex- 
tending Smith  street  to  Huntington  avenue, 
having  considered  the  subject,  respectfully  re- 
commend reference  of  the  same  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Appropriations. 

Accepted  and  referred  accordingly.  Sent 
down. 

Boylston-street   Extension. 

The  committee  on  laying  out  and  widening 
streets,  to  whom  was  referred,  as  unfinished 
business  of  last  year,  the  petition  of  William  H. 
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Lincoln  that  an  appropriation  be  made  to  allow 
the  extension  of  Boylston  street  from  the  west 
side  of  Back  Bay  park  to  Brookline  avenue, 
having  considered  the  subject,  respectfully  re- 
commend reference  of  the  same  to  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners, 

Accepted  and  referred  accordingly.  Sent 
down. 

COUNTY     ACCOUNTS, 

Aid.  Carroll  presented  requisitions  from  the 
clerks  of  courts  for  the  amount  of  clerk  hire  for 
the  month  of  January,  viz: 

Supreme  Judicial  Court,  $165. 

Superior  Criminal  Court,  $315. 

Superior  Civil  Court,  $421.34. 

Approved  and  ordered  paid. 

Ala.  Carboll  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  County  Accounts  recommending 
that  the  pay  roll  of  clerk  hire  in  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  for  December,  1886,  (referred 
January  10th)  be  approved. 

Report  accepted,  and  said  pay  roll  was  ap- 
proved and  ordered  paid. 

Aid.  Carroll  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  County  Accounts,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  request  of  the  sheriff  of  Suffolk 
county  for  an  increase  in  the  salaries  of  the 
officers  at  the  county  jail,  having  considered  the 
subject,  respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  following  order  to  amend  the  standing  regu- 
lations of  the  Board  : 

An  order 
To  amend  Chapter  2  of  the  Standing  Regulations. 

Adopted  Feb.  1,  1886. 
It  is  hereby  ordered  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
as  follows : 

(Chapter  l,  1887.) 

Section  1.  Chapter  2  of  the  Standing  Regula- 
tions of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  adopted  Feb.  1, 
1886,  is  hereby  amended  in  Section  2,  by  striking- 
out  all  after  the  word  "follows,"  in  the  second 
and  third  lines,  and  inserting  the  following  in 
place  thereof : 

"The  chief  officer,  $1600;  the  steward  and  first 
inside  officer,  each  not  exceeding  $1100;  the 
second  and  third  inside  officers,  each  not  exceed- 
ing $1000 ;  the  other  regularly-employed  officers, 
each  not  exceeding  $900;  the  watchmen  and 
other  necessary  assistants,  not  exceeding  $2  a 
day." 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll,  to  the 
Committee  on  Standing  Regulations  of  the 
Board. 

WATER  DEPARTMENT. 

Aid.  Carroll  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Water,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  petition  of  Richard  S.  Brown,  that  the 
fence  against  his  estate  on  Park  street,  Dor- 
chester, which  was  injured  by  the  acts  of  the 
Water  Board,  be  placed  in  proper  repair,  having 
considered  the  subject,  respectfully  recommend 
reference  of  the  same  to  the  Water  Board. 

Accepted  and  referred  accordingly.  Sent 
down. 

SALES  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Aid.  Carroll  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  communication  of  the  mayor,  of 
Jan.  24th,  transmitting  the  annual  report  of  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  relative  to  the 
sales  of  public  lands  for  the  year  ending  Dec. 
31st,  1886,  City  Doc.  No.  18,  recommending  that 
the  same  be  sent  down. 

Accepteu.     Sent  down. 

PETROLEUM. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Ordinances,  to  whom  was 
referred  (Jan.  13,  1887)  by  the  Common  Council, 
the  order  for  the  mayor  to  apply  to  the  Legisla- 
ture for  a  change  in  the  laws  regulating  the 
manufacture  and  sale  of  the  products  of  petrol- 
eum, having  considered  the  subject,  respect- 
fully report  that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted  and  said  order  passed  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

ENGINE  COMPANY  NO.  14  DISTRICT. 

Aid.  Lee  presented  a  report  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Fire  Department  (Aid.)  upon  the  petition 
of  L.  Prang  &  Co.,  that  the  district  covered  by 
Engine  Company  14  would  be  better  protected  if 
said  company  were  made  a  permanent  organiza- 
tion,—recommending  reference  of  the  same  to 
the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners. 


Report  accepted  and  referred  accordingly. 
Sent  down. 

SEWERS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Sewers  (Aid.) : 

Preambles  and  orders  for  the  construction  of 
common  sewers  as  follows: 

In  South  street,  West  Roxbury,  from  Walker 
street  to  Fairview  street. 

In  Havre  street,  East  Boston,  from  Decatur  to 
Porter  street. 

In  Bremen  street,  East  Boston,  from  Porter  to 
Maverick  street. 

In  Decatur  street,  East  Boston,  from  Bremen 
to  Meridan  street. 

In  Brooks  street,  East  Boston,  from  Bremen  to 
Bennington  street, 

In  Brown  avenue,  West  Roxbury,  from  Ash- 
land to  Allen  street. 

Orders  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on  Monday  next 
on  the  expediency  of  constructing  common  sew- 
ers as  follows : 

In  Maverick  street,  East  Boston,  from  Lamson 
street  to  Cottage  street. 

In  Everett  street,  Brighton,  from  Raymond 
street  to  Lincoln  street,  and  in  Lincoln  street, 
from  Everett  street  to  Franklin  street. 

In  Washington  street,  Brighton,  from  Foster 
street  to  Parsons  street. 

Orders  passed. 

PREVENTION     OF    OVERFLOW  OF  STONY   BROOK. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  a  report  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Sewers  on  the  order  (referred  Jan.  24)  for 
the  superintendent  of  sewers  to  take  prompt  and 
decisive  measures  to  prevent  the  waters  of  Stony 
brook  from  overflowing  the  "flooded  district" — 
That  no  further  action  is  necessary. 

Accepted. 

claims. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Claims: 

Reports  on  sundry  petitions  referred  among 
the  unfinished  business  of  last  year,  recommend 
that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw,  as 
follows: 

Mrs.  A.  Jane  Moses  for  a  hearing  upon  the 
circumstances  of  the  injuries  received  by  her 
while  on  the  steamboat  Hugh  O'Brien,  in  the 
collision  between  said  boat  and  the  yacht 
Annie  S. 

W.  H.  Smith,  mortgagee  in  possession,  to  be 
paid  balance  arising  from  tax  sale  of  estate  on 
Locust  street.  « 

John  Dean,  to  be  paid  balance  arising  from 
tax  sale  of  estate  on  Wason  place. 

Reports  severally  accepted.    Sent  down. 

Reports  on  sundry  petitions,  referred  among 
the  unfinished  business  of  last  year,  with  the 
accompanying  reports  of  said  committee  of  last 
year  thereon— That  in  view  of  the  opinion 
of  the  corporation  counsel,  that  the  city 
has  no  authority  to  refund  such  fees,  the  com- 
mittee recommend  that  the  petitioner  have 
leave  to  withdraw,  viz. : 

Margaret  Maloney,  for  refund  of  a  liquor-li- 
cense fee. 

Mary  McDerrnott,  for  refund  of  liquor-license 
fee. 

Mary  Teevan,  for  refund  of  liquor-license  fee, 

Matthew  T.  Patterson,  for  refund  of  liquor-li- 
cense fee. 

Ellen  E.  Evans,  for  refund  of  proportionate 
part  of  liquor-license  fee  paid  by  her  husband, 
John  Evans,  which  became  void  by  reason  of 
his  death. 

Catharine  Kelly,  for  refund  of  a  liquor-license 
fee. 

Mary  McMahon,  for  refund  of  liquor-license 
fee. 

G.  W.  Whicher,  for  refund  of  a  liquor-license 
fee. 

Aid.  Maguire  moved  that  the  report  on  Mr. 
Whicher's  petition  be  recommitted. 

The  other  reports  were  accepted. 

The  question  then  came  on  the  motion  to  re- 
commit. 

Aid.  Lee— It  seems  to  me  that  the  recommital 
is  useless  and  will  merely  keep  the  matter  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Claims  unnecessarily. 
The  committee  have  given  the  petitioner  a  bear- 
ing, have  fully  considered  the  petition,  and  be- 
fore passing  upon  the  question  they  asked  the 
corporation  counsel  for  his  opinion,  and  he  has 
given  the  opinion  that  the  City  Council  has  no 
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right  to  refund  any  of  that  money ;  that  it  is  a 
case  in  which  the  city  is  not  to  blaine.  I  trust 
that  the  gentleman  will  not  ask  to  have  the 
matter  recommitted,  because  there  is  no  power 
left  with  the  committee  but  to  report  hack  to 
the  City  Council  that  the  petitioner  have  leave 
to  withdraw.  If  Mr.  Whicher  believes  he  has 
any  rightsjand  that  he  is  not  being  treated  fair- 
ly by  the  Committee  on  Claims,  or  by  the  City 
Council,  he  has  his  redress  in  the  courts.  I  trust 
that  the  report  will  be  accepted. 

Aid.  Maguire— Mr.  Whicher  called  upon  me 
and  made  this  request.  I  have  also  called  upon 
the  commissioners  and  learned  that  his  case  is 
a  little  different  from  the  rest.  If  the  gentle- 
man will  allow  it  to  go  back  to  the  committee  I 
have  no  doubt  he  will  find  that  there  is  suffi- 
cient reason  for  sending  it  back.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  the  Police  Commission  will  go  there 
and  request  action  in  favor  of  the  petitioner  in 
this  particular  case. 

The  motion  to  recommit  was  declared  carried. 
Mr.  Lee  doubted  the  vote,  the  Board  was  di- 
vided, and  the  motion  was  lost,  two  in  favor, 
three  against. 

The  report  was  accepted.    Sent  down. 

Reports  on  sundry  petitions  referred  among 
the  unfinished  business  of  last  year,  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following  orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  city  treasurer  be  authorized 
to  pay  to  John  W.  Candler  the  sum  of  $5.-17,  said 
amount  being  the  balance  remaining  from  the 
sale  of  an  estate  situated  on  East  Chester  park, 
and  held  by  the  city  of  Boston  under  Chapter 
12,  Section  35.  of  the  Public  Statutes,  and  Chap- 
ter 162  of  the  Acts  of  1884. 

Also  orders  in  the  above  form  to  pay  balances 
held  as  above; 

William  H.  Smith,  mortgagee  in  possession, 
S57.90,  estate  on  Locust  street. 

John  W.  Candler,  S5.86,  estate  on  Swett  street. 

John  Dean,  §6.05,  estate  on  Wason  place. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule.    Severally  sent  down. 

Report  and  order,  That  there  be  allowed  and 
paid  to  Noah  R.  Smith,  the  sum  of  .$450  on  ac- 
count of  the  fee  paid  to  the  City  by  said  Smith 
for  a  liquor  license  which  was  not  issued  to  him 
by  the  Board  of  Police;  said  sum  to  be  paid 
from  the  income  from  liquor  licenses. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

Report  and  order,  That  there  be  allowed  and 
paid  to  Hannah  Reams  the  .sum  of  .$75  on  ac- 
count of  a  liquor  license  lee  paid  to  the  city  by 
her  husband,  J0I141  Kearns,  deceased,  the  said 
license  not  having  been  issued  prior  to  the  death 
of  the  licensee;  said  sum  to  be  paid  from  the 
income  from  liquor  licenses. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

Report  and  order,  That  there  be  allowed  and 
paid  to  the  Boston  Iron  Company  the  sum  of 
$75,  for  a  parcel  of  land,  taken  by  the  city  in 
1873,  at  the  junction  of  West  Chester  Park  and 
the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad,  containing  44 
square  feet,  shown  on  a  plan  marked  L-1140,  on 
file  in  the  office  of  the  city  surveyor— upon  con- 
dition of  said  Boston  Iron  Company  giving  to 
the  city  a  deed  of  said  land  and  a  release,  satis- 
factory 1"  t lie  city  solicitor,  of  all  damages  on 
account  of  said  taking;  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  tin'  appropriation  for  widening  streets. 

Report  accented,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  order  of  Nov.  21,  1886,  referred 
among  the  unfinished  business  of  last  year,  to 
pay  Hannah  Abbott  $:',00— That  in  their  opinion 
the  oilier  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted  and  said  order  passed  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rule  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Hannah  Abbott  the  sum  of  .$300,  in  accordance 
with  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  on 
Claims  made,  Sept.  21,  1886.  as  compensation  for 
personal  injuries  received  by  her  at  the  City 
Hospital,  Nov.  4.  1884;  said  sum  to  he  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  City  Hospital. 

Sent  down. 

FLAG  PERMIT. 

Aid.  Maguirk  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Police  (Aid.),  recommending  that 
leave  lie  granted,  upon  the  petition  of  John  E. 
Killian,  commander  of  Post  20,  (i.  A.  R.,  for 
leave  to  suspend  a  flag  Fell.  15,  16,  17  and  18,  from 
the  Dudley-street  Opera  House  to  their  hall. 


Report  accepted  and  leave  granted  on  he 
usual  conditions. 

CELLAR  BELOW  GRADE. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Inspection  of  Buildings  (Aid.), 
recommending  that  leave  be  granted  upon  the 
petition  of  J.  Wilkinson  Clapp  for  leave  to  con- 
struct the  floor  of  basement  No.  10  Park  square 
at  Grade  7. 

Report  accepted  and  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Reports  and  orders  that  licenses  be  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions  to  construct  and  maintain 
bulkheads  as  follows: 

James  Porter,  at  No.  SI  Border  street, 

Catherine  V.  Matson,  at  No.  Ill  Chauncy 
street. 

Orders  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Reports  and  orders  as  follows : 

Ordered,  That  the  sidewalk  assessment  levied 
Nov.  2,  1SS5,  against  the  estate  of  Margaret 
Walsh,  195  Havre  street,  Ward  1,  amounting  to 
$14.43,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  abated,  on  ac- 
count of  inability  to  pay. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Ordered,  That  the  sidewalk  assessment  levied 
Dec.  16,  1SSG,  against  the  estate  of  Mary  G.  Ben- 
nett, 41  Hartford  street.  Ward  20,  amounting  to 
$15.97,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  abated. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Ordered.  That,  the  New  York  &  New  England 
Railroad  Company  be  granted  permission  to 
erect  temporary  trestles  in  Swett  street,  South 
Boston,  where  the  same  passes  under  the  rail- 
road of  this  company,  for  the  purpose  of  replac- 
ing the  present  wooden  bridge  structure  with  an 
iron  one,  and  to  maintain  such  trestles,  for  one 
month  from  the  date  of  the  granting  of  the  pe- 
tition. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Ordered,  That,  permission  be  granted  J.  H. 
Coon  &  Company  to  occupy  the  land  on  the  cor- 
ner of  Causeway  and  Merrimac  streets  (taken  by 
the  city  of  Boston  for  the  Staniford-street  exten- 
sion) for  building  purposes,  for  the  space  of  four 
months. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Ordered,  That,  the  edgestone  assessment, 
levied  Dec.  16,  1886,  against  the  estate  of  the 
Children's  Hospital  on  Gainsboro  street,  Ward 
22,  amounting  to  $70.04  be,  and  the  same  is  here- 
by abated. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  au- 
thorized to  execute  a  lease  to  the  Boston  &  Al- 
bany Railroad  Corporation  of  the  land  under 
the  elevated  portion  of  Broadway  bridge  be- 
tween Lehigh  street  and  the  channel,  for  the 
period  of  five  years,  from  Nov.  1,  1886,  at  an  an- 
nual rental  of  .$800. 

Passed;  sent  down. 

STONY  BROOK  IMPROVEMENT. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  offered  an  order— That  His 
Honor  the  Mayor  bo  requested  to  petition  the 
Legislature  at  its  present  session  for  the  passage 
of  an  act  authorizing  the  city  of  Boston  to  lory 
a  special  tax,  not  exceeding  fifty  cents  on  a 
thousand  dollars  of  the  assessed  valuation  for 
the  years  1887  and  1888 ;  the  amount  thus  raised, 
or  as  much  as  is  necessary  thereof,  to  be  ex- 
pended for  the  improvement  of  Stony  brook, 
and  the  balance  remaining  unexpended,  if  any, 
to  be  transferred  to  the  appropriation  for  the 
new  Court  House ;  also  authorizing  the  city 
treasurer  to  borrow  the  sum  of  $000,000  in  an- 
ticipation of  and  to  be  paid  from  said  revenue. 
Such  tax  to  be  levied  and  collected  at  the  same 
time  and  in  the  same  manner  as  the  county  tax, 
said  act  not  to  become  valid  until  accepted  by 
the  City  Council  by  a  two  thirds  vote  of  the 
members  of  both  branches  thereof,  and  approv- 
ed by  His  Honor  the  Mayor. 

The  Chairman — The  Chair  would  state  that 
one  portion  of  that  order  would  have  to  go  to 
the  Finance  Committee  unless  the  rules  are  sus- 
pended—the portion  relating  to  the  borrowing 
of  money.  11  ho  desires  to  separate  that  portion 
of  the  order  from  the  rest  he  can  do  so,  but  it 
cannot  be  got  into  the  Legislature  anyway,  as 
the  order  requires  concurrent  action,  and  the 
time  for  introducing  new  business  expires  next 
Wednesday. 
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Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  think  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  about  getting  it  in.  It  is  in  one  sense 
to  take  the  place  of  the  petition  which  has  al- 
ready gone  up,  to  authorize  the  city  to  borrow 
money  for  the  improvement  of  Stony  brook.  I 
think  it  would  be  admitted  without  any  doubt ; 
at  least  I  am  so  informed  by  members  of  the 
Legislature  who  ought  to  know. 

Aid.  Bbomwich— If  I  understand  the  order  it 
provides  that  instead  of  raising  the  money  on  a 
loan  it  shall  be  done  by  taxation. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  would  like  to  ask  for  some 
information.  Is  this  a  special  tax  to  be  levied 
on  the  citizens  of  Boston? 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith — I  will  explain  what  I  intend 
by  it.  The  intention  is  that  we  shall  pay  for  the 
improvement  of  Stony  brook  as  we  go  along.  If 
this  act  is  passed  by  the  Legislature  and  au- 
thority given  to  the  City  Council  of  Boston  to 
levy  a  special  tax  of  not  exceeding  50  cents  on 
$1000  for  the  years  1887  and  1888,  that  would  give 
us  about  §300,000  each  year,  which  is  as  much  as 
would  be  expended  on  Stony  brook  in  any  one 
year. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man what  objection  would  there  be  to  having  a 
a  special  loan?  That  is  what  we  are  now  asking 
the  Legislature  for,  to  give  us  the  privilege  of 
making  a  loan  of  $600,000  or  whatever  is  neces- 
sary to  put  Stony  brook  in  proper  condition,  so 
that  there  will  be  no  more  disasters  from  its 
overflow.  What  different  result  would  the  gen- 
tleman expect  from  that  which  is  proposed  by 
the  City  Council  by  a  loan  outside  of  the  debt 
limit? 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— Under  the  act  which  I  pro- 
pose we  should  pay  for  it  in  two  years,  one  half 
this  year  and  one  half  next  year,  instead  of  pay- 
ing for  it  in  a  long  term  of  years.  We  already 
have  petitions  before  the  Legislature  for  borrow- 
ing money  outside  of  the  debt  limit  for  a  Court 
House,  for  parks  and  some  other  matters.  Now 
it  seems  to  me  that  the  citizens  of  Boston  would 
rather  pay  a  tax  of  §13  on  $1000  than  to  borrow 
so  much  money  outside  of  the  debt  limit.  If 
this  act  were  passed  by  the  Legislature  it  would 
have  no  effect  until  accepted  by  the  City  Coun- 
cil by  a  two-thirds  vote  and  approved  by  the 
mayor.  1  think  it  would  -make  us  more  careful, 
or  we  would  endeavor  harder,  to  find  some  way 
of  appropriating  the  money  by  transfer  from 
some  unexpended  appropriation  rather  than 
raising  it  by  a  direct  tax  next  year.  The  order 
is  offered  simply  in  the  interest  of  paying  as  we 
go.  Taxes  have  been  low  for  the  past  two  years. 
Real  estate,  which  bears  a  large  part  of  the  bur- 
dens of  taxation,  is  well  employed.  Nearly  all 
the  improved  property  of  the  city  is  renting 
well,  and  people  are  receiving  a  fair  income 
from  it.  I  think  that  we  should  raise  by  tax- 
ation sufficient  money  not  only  for  current  ex- 
penses, but  something  towards  paying  for  the 
large  improvements  we  are  makiiig.  The  im- 
provement of  Stony  brook  is  different  from 
other  public  improvements.  It  is  not  expected 
that  it  will  increase  the  value  of  property  in  its 
vicinity,  thereby  giving  an  increased  revenue  to 
the  city  of  Boston.  It  is  simply  to  try  and  pre- 
serve the  health  and  protect  the  property  of  the 
citizens  of  that  district,  and  to  hold  the  value  of 
property  where  it  is  now.  For  that  reason  it  seems 
to  me  it  should  come  in  as  one  of  the  running 
expenses  instead  of  being  paid  for  on  a  long  loan, 
and  my  object  in  introducing  the  order  is  to  pay 
for  it  in  two  years  rather  than  to  go  outside  of 
the  debt  limit  and  make  a  long  loan.  If  we  can 
find  any  other  money  to  do  it  with,  of  course  we 
will  not  accept  the  act  and  put  it  in  force.  We 
shall  not  be  obliged  to  take  action  under  the  act 
unless  we  cannot  obtain  the  money  from  any 
other  source,  and  find  it  absolutely  necessary  to 
spend  a  large  amount  on  Stony  brook. 

Aid.  Carroll — The  idea  itself  is  a  kind  of  a 
novel  one  to  me,  and  perhaps  in  discussing  the 
order  I  may  not  give  it  the  honest  consideration 
which  its  merits  require.  But  it  does  seem  to 
me  the  proper  thing  for  us  to  do  is  just  what  has 
been  done  already:  Ask  the  Legislature  for 
power  to  borrow  money  outside  of  the  debt  limit, 
and  in  that  way  meet  the  same  requirements 
which  the  gentleman  speaks  of  about  paying  as 
you  go.  I  cannot  see  that.  I  think  that  is  some- 
thing which  exists  more  in  the  imagination  of 
the  newspaper  people  who  claim  that  the  city.of 
Boston  is  in  such  a  bad  state.  But  I  think  the 
mayor's  inaugural  address  must  have  convinced 
everybody  of  the  fallacy  of  that  idea.    As  this  is 


a  new  idea  and  introduces  a  new  way  of  borrow- 
ing money,  it  seems  to  me  that  we  had  better 
wait  until  the  Legislature  has  disposed  of  the 
other  matter  before  we  send  this  one  up  there. 
If  it  is  desired  to  put  Stony  brook  in  the  condi- 
tion it  should  be  in  I  want  to  be  understood 
as  favoring  anything  that  will  do  it.  I 
differ  with  the  gentleman  when  he  says 
that  the  Stony -brook  improvement  will 
not  improve  adjoining  property.  I  believe 
that  the  improvement  of  Stony  brook  will  do 
more  than  anything  else  to  bring  property  in 
that  vicinity  up  to  a  fair  market  value,  and  that 
the  amount  expended  will  be  returned  to  the 
city  treasury  quicker  than  we  get  returns  upon 
some  other  improvements.  It  seems  to  me  that 
we  ought  to  consider  it  well  before  we  pass  any 
such  motion  as  the  one  now  before  this  body. 

Mr.  Lee — If  I  was  as  conversant  with  the  order 
and  the  drafting  of  it,  as  ?s  the  gentleman  on 
my  left,  I  might  feel  disposed  at  this  time  to 
vote  for  it.  But  certainly  did  I  feel  so  disposed 
I  should,  before  voting,  ask  that  the  question 
might  be  divided.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  cannot 
bring  my  mind  to  that  point  where  I  can  vote 
for  an  order  of  that  kind  at  this  time.  It 
has  been  said,  and  it  has  been  used  as  a  cam- 
paign document  against  the  present  administra- 
tion of  this  city  government,  during  the  past 
year  or  two,  that  it  was  impossible  for  them  to 
live  within  the  $9  limit  of  taxation.  Now  that 
may  be  so  and  it  may  not  be  so.  I  have  taken 
the  side  that  the  $9  limit  is  too  small,  and  have 
placed  myself  on  record  in  that  position.  But  I 
claim  that  the  people  who  reside  along  the  line 
of  that  brook  have  a  right  to  this  improvement, 
and  they  should  not  be  assessed  a  specific  tax 
for  this  special  improvement.  They  will,  un- 
doubtedly, pay  their  proportion  of  the  general 
tax,  and  they  do  so  now,  and  they  will  bear  their 
share  of  the  burden  of  the  cost  of  this  improve- 
ment. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— Do  I  understand  that  the 
gentleman  thinks  that  the  order  proposes  a 
special  tax  for  this  improvement  upon  the  peo- 
ple of  that  district? 

Aid.  Lee — Not  at  all,  but  a  special  tax  on  the 
whole  city.  If  it  had  proposed  a  special  tax  on 
that  particular  district  the  alderman  would 
have  heard  me  in  louder  tones  than  he  does 
now.  I  am  opposed  to  the  order.  We  have  peti- 
tioned the  Legislature  for  a  loan  for  public 
parks,  for  a  loan  for  a  new  Court  House,  tor  the 
Cambridge  bridge,  and  for  loans  for  various 
other  matters.  As  I  understand  it,  an  order  has 
been  passed  today  for  a  petition  to  the  Legisla- 
ture to  exempt  the  county  loans  and  taxation 
from  the  $9  limit.  Now,  I  say  that  this  improve- 
ment should  go  on  and  be  completed  under  a 
special  loan  and  without  any  special  tax.  The 
citizens  of  Boston  do  not  want  to  be  specially 
taxed  for  any  one  improvement.  This  is  an  im- 
provement that  will  undoubtedly  increase  the 
value  of  property  from  the  Dedham  line  to  the 
line  between  old  Roxbury  and  Boston,  and  some 
distance  inside  that  line.  There  isn't  any  doubt 
about  it,  and  the  sooner  the  Legislature  is  made 
to  believe  that  this  improvement  is  necessary 
the  better  it  will  be  for  the  city  of  Boston,  and 
the  less  number  of  cases  will  be  presented  to 
your  Committee  on  Claims  for  eonsideraation. 
Now  I  am  going  to  move  that  the  order  be  laid 
on  the  table  for  the  present. 

Aid.  Haynes— Mr.  Chairman. 

Aid.  Lee — I  will  withdraw  that  motion  for  the 
present. 

Aid.  Haynes  —  As  I  understand  it,  this  is 
simply  a  permissive  order.  Nothing  can  be  done 
under  it  until  it  comes  back,  and  then  only  after 
it  has  received  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  City 
Council,  approved  by  His  Honor  the  Mayor.  I 
cannot  see  any  possible  harm  from  getting  such 
a  permissive  act.  The  matter  can  be  defeated 
when  it  comes  back. 

Aid.  Lee— I  renew  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table. 

The  order  was  laid  on  the  table. 
licenses. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  recommending  the 
granting  of  licenses  to  sundry  newsboys  and 
bootblacks. 

Accepted,  and  licenses  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

city  clerk's  documents. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  offered  an  order— That  the 
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superintendent  of  public  buildings  be  requested 
to  provide  additional  accommodations  for  the 
documents  in  the  office  of  the  city  clerk. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Aid. 
C.  W.  Smith  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.  Sent 
down. 

VENTILATION. 

Aid.  Maguire  offered  an  order  — That  the 
superintendent  of  public  buildings  be  requested 
to  provide  better  ventilation  for  the  room  occu- 
pied by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  the  expense  of 
the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
public  buildings. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Sent 
down. 

CUSHMAN  SCHOOLHOUSE. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  offered  an  order— That  the 
superintendent  of  public  buildings  be  requested 
to  include  in  estimates  for  the  financial  year 
1887-8  a  sum  sufficient  to  heat  the  Cushman 
School  with  steam  and  to  remove  the  water 
closets  to  the  basement  of  said  building. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Sent 
down. 

LAND  DAMAGES. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  orders  to  pay,  011  the  usual 
conditions,  for  land  taken  and  all  damages  occa- 
sioned by  the  laying  out  of  Sackville  (formerly 
Webster)  street,  and  by  grading  said  street  to 
the  grade  established  therefor,  as  follows : 

Harriet  E.,  wife  of  Henry  Fox.  83000. 

Hannah  Keegan,  in  name  of  William  J.  Kee- 
gan,  .?500. 

Aid.  Sullivan— One  of  our  daily  papers,  dur- 
ing the  past  week,  in  criticizing  the  city  govern- 
ment, saw  fit  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on 
Streets  in  regard  to  some  orders  of  that  kind 
that  I  offered  at  the  last  meeting  of  this  Board. 
I  desire  to  say  for  the  Committee  on  Streets 
that  they  know  nothing  about  those  orders,  and 
neither  does  the  chairman  of  the  committee. 
These  orders  come  from  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners,  and  they  are  to  pay  the  awards 
of  the  Street  Commissioners  in  cases  where  the 
parties  accept  the  amounts  awarded.  The  Street 
Commissioners  have  full  power  in  the  premises; 
the  matters  are  never  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Streets,  and  they  know  nothing  about  them. 
If  there  is,  as  the  paper  intimated,  a  job  in  this 
matter,  then  the  Committee  on  Streets  know- 
nothing  about  it  and  have  nothing  to  do  about 
it.  I  say  this  so  that  the  paper  may  in  the  fu- 
ture know  what  it  is  talking  about. 

The  orders  were  passed  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule. 

FANEUIL    HALL. 

Aid.  Sullivan  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Faneuil  Hull.  &c.  recommending 
that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  conditions, 
upon  the  petition  of  -John  I).  Driscoll  and  others, 
for  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  on  Friday  evening. 
March  4,  to  celebrate  the  loath  anniversary  of 
the  birth  of  Robert  Emmet. 

Report  accepted  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

Also  a  report  from  the  same  committee  rec- 
ommending; that  leave  be  granted  upon  the 
petition  of  R.  L.  Greene  and  others,  for  the  use 
of  Faneuil  Hall  for  the  purpose  of  holding 
religious  meetings  Feb.  I  to  Feb.  5  inclusive,  be- 
tween the  hours  of  12  and  l  o'clock. 

Report  accepted  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an  order— Thai  the  use 
of  Faneuil  Hall  be  granted  to  Massachusetts 
Department,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  on 
.Ian.  28.  1887,  free  of  charge. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

inspection  of  buildings— salaries. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered    the  following: 
An  Ordinance 
To  Amend  Chapter  t;  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1885. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Scot  ion  \.  The  first  section  of  Chapter  G  of  the 
1,'evised  Ordinances  of  188.".  is  hereby  amended 
by  striking  out  the  words  "the  assistant  inspec- 
tor of  buildings,  one.  one  thousand  six  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars,  and  the.  others  one  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars  each.  The  clerk  of  the  in- 
spector of  buildings,  one  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars."  And  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  fol- 
lowing words:   "the  clerk  of  the  inspector  of 


buildings,  and  the  assistant  inspectors  of  build- 
ings, two  thousand  dollars  each." 

Sec.  2.  Said  salaries  shall  be  paid  from  April 
l,  1887. 

Referred  on  motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

RAILROAD  TRACKS  IN   EAST  BOSTON. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an  order— That  His 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  petition  the 
General  Court,  now  in  session,  for  the  passage 
of  an  act  changing  the  location  of  the  Boston  & 
Maine  railroad  and  of  the.  Boston  &  Albany 
Railroad  Company  in  East  Boston  so  as  to  pre- 
vent the  crossing  at  grade  of  Maverick  street, 
Sumner  street,  Webster  street,  and  Marginal 
street  by  the  tracks  of  said  corporations. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Aid. 
Sullivan  moved  to  reconsider;  lost.    Sent  down. 

CONTINGENT  BILLS. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  an  order — That  the  chairman 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  be  authorized  to  ap- 
prove bills  for  expenses  incurred  by  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  the  standing  committees  and  indi- 
vidual members  of  the  Board  while  engaged  in 
the  discharge  of  official  duty,  after  the  same 
shall  have  been  approved  by  the  individuals  in- 
curring the  same.  The  amount  of  said  bills  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  contin- 
gent fund  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

EXPENSES  OF    CEMETERY    COMMISSIONERS. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  an  order — That  the  city  audi- 
tor be  authorized  to  allow  for  payment  the  inci- 
dental expenses  of  the  commission  appointed 
under  an  order  of  the  City  Council,  approved 
.Tan.  12,  1887,  upon  the  approval  of  His  Honor  the 
Mayor,  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  incidental  expenses. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  Joint  Rule  14  and 
the  rules  of  the  Board.    Sent  down. 

ARMORIES. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  offered  an  order — That  the 
city  auditor  be  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum 
of  $1000  from  the  reserve  fund,  or  some  other  ap- 
propriation, to  be  used  for  repairiug  and  fitting 
up  armories. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

STONY   BROOK  BETTERMENTS. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Lee  the  vote  of  last  meet- 
ing whereby  was  passed  the  order  to  take  from 
the  tiles  the  schedule  of  betterments  assessed  on 
owners  of  property  adjacent  to  Stony  brook,  and 
refer  the  same  to  the  special  Committee  *n 
Stony  Brook,  was  reconsidered. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Lee  the  order  was  amended 
by  adding  "on  the  part  of  the  Board,"  and  as 
amended  was  passed. 

STATEMKNT    OY    ANNUAL    EXPENDITURES,     ETC. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Lee  the  order  from  the  Com- 
mon Council  directing  the  city  auditorto furnish 
a  statement  showing  the  annual  expenditures 
since  187+  for  various  departments,  was  taken 
from  the  table. 

Aid.  Lkh  moved  to  indefinitely  postpone. 

Aid.  Haynks— The  information  which  is  called 
for  in  this  order  may  be  uninteresting  to  some 
of  the  old  members  of  the  Board,  but  it  seems  to 
tne  that  it  is  in  the  cause  of  education  and  I 
should  be  glad  to  be,  educated.  I  rather  enjoyed 
the  idea  of  having  this  information  come  in  here 
some  time  or  other.  I  do  not.  see  any  objection 
to  it  at  all,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  some  of  us 
would  get  information  that  would  not  only  be  of 
some  interest,  but  would  be  a  benefit  to  us  dur- 
ing the  year.  Certainly  I  admit  that  some  of  I  lie 
new  members  are  very  green,  and  I  should  like 
to  have  a  report  of  these  expenditures  and  see 
what  they  have  been  made  for.  I  hope  the  order 
will  not  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Aid.  Lhk— When  the  question  is  taken  I  ask 
that  it  be  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Aid.  Haynes— As  there  is  not  a  full  Board  it 
seems  to  me  it  is  hardly  fair  to  take  this  matter 
up  now.     I  hope  the  motion  will  not  prevail. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  prevailed; 
yean  7,  nays  3: 

Yeas— Aid.  Canon,  Carroll,  Donovan,  Lee,  Ma- 
guire, McLaughlin,  Sullivan— 7. 

Nays— Aid.  Haynes,  N.  G.   Smith,  C.  W.  Smith 

Absent— Aid.  Allen,  Bromwich— 2. 

Notice  sent  down. 

Adjourned  at  7.45.  on  motion  of  Aid.  Capon. 
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Proceedings   of    the   Common    Council. 


Thursday,  Feb.  3, 1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  at 
7.30  P.M.,  President  Barry  in  the  chair. 

By  direction  of  the  president  the  roll  was 
called  with  the  following  result: 

Present — Atwood,  Barry,  Blume,  Bowman, 
Burr,  Carroll,  Carstensen,  Clark,  Cochran, 
Connolly,  Coyle,  Desmond.  Dewey,  Dolan,  Dug- 
gan,  Fisher,  Foss,  Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost,  Hag- 
gerty,  Hayes,  Kelley,  Ladd,  Lattimore,  Lauten, 
Leary,  Light,  Mahonev,  MeKenna,  McNary,  F. 
Morison.  F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  Murphy,  J.  J.  Mur- 
phy. W.  H. Murphy,  Norton.  Nunan,  O'Mealey, 
Perkins,  Perry,  E.  J.  Powers,  Reillv,  Richards, 
Sanger,  Short,  Snow.  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan, 
R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevans,  Thayer,  Tracy, 
Tuttle,  Whall,  Whitmore,  Wilson— 58, 

Absent  —  Chamberlain,  Coleman,  Davern, 
Dunn,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez, 
Harrington,  Keliher,  Kennedy,  McEnaney, 
C.  C.  Powers,  Shaw,  Webster— 14. 

AMES  PLOW  COMPANY'S  LEASE. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order— That  the 
superintendent  of  public  buildings  be  instructed 
to  renew  the  lease  of  rooms  over  the  Quincy 
Market  to  the  Ames  Plow  Company  for  the  term 
of  three  years. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

GATES  AT  GRADE  CROSSINGS. 

Mr.  Fisher  offered  an  order— That  all  steam 
railroads  crossing  at  street  grades  be  required 
to  lower  both  gates  while  passing  both  day  and 
night. 

Passed.    Sent  up. 

SCHOOL    ACCOMMODATIONS,    GREEN    STREET, 
WARD  23. 

Mr.  Fowler  offered  an  order— That  the  Com- 
mittee on  Schools  and  Schoolhouses  be  and  they 
hereby  are  instructed  to  investigate  the  pro- 
priety and  feasibility  of  purchasing  the  narrow 
strip  of  land  lying  between  theschoolhou.se  near 
the  corner  of  Washington  and  Green  streets, 
Ward  23,  and  said  Green  street,  and  enlarging 
said  schoolhouse  so  as  to  accommodate  the  in- 
creasing demand  for  school  accommodations  in 
that  vicinity. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fowler,  to  the 
Committee  on  Schools  and  Schoolhouses. 

PAY  OF  FIRE  DEPARTMENT  CALL  MEN. 

Mr.  Atwood  offered  an  order— That  the  Board 
of  Fire  Commissioners  be  requested  to  include 
in  their  annual  estimates  for  the  ensuing  finan- 
cial year  a  sum  sufficient  to  increase  the  pay  of 
the  call  men  of  the  Fire  Department  in  Dor- 
chester, West  Roxburyand  Brighton  to  the  same 
amount  as  that  paid  to  the  call  men  in  Roxbury. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  to  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations. 

WIDENING  OF  THAYER    STREET. 

Mr.  O'Mealey  offered  an  order— That  the 
Street  Commissioners  be  requested  to  include  in 
their  annual  appropriation  a  sum  sufficient  to 
meet  the  expense  of  widening  Thayer  street,  be- 
tween Harrison  avenue  and  Albany  street. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  O'Mealey,  to  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations. 

WIDENING  OF  RUTHERFORD  AVENUE. 

Mr.  Reilly  offered  an  order— That  the  Street 
Commissioners  be  requested  to  include  in  their 
annual  estimates  a  sum  sufficient  to  meet  the 
expense  of  widening  Rutherford  avenue,  be- 
tween Chapman  and  Devens  street. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  CITY   SQUARE. 

Mr.  Reilly  offered  an  order— That  the  super- 
intendent of  Common  and  public  grounds  be  re- 
quested to  have  the  fence  surrounding  the  park 
enclosure  in  City  Square  moved  in  three  feet 
nearer  the  centre,  and  that  in  the  space  thus  ob- 
tained between  the  fence  and  the  curb  he  shall 


cause  to  be  placed  a  suitable  number  of  lawn 
settees  or  garden  seats,  the  expense  attending 
the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
the  Department  of  Common  and  Public 
Grounds. 
Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

PROPOSED  ADDITIONAL  ELEVATOR  IN  CITY  HALL. 

Mr.  Whall  offered  an  order— That  the  super- 
intendent of  public  buildings  be  requested  to  in- 
clude in  his  annual  estimates  a  sum  sufficient  to 
pay  for  the  placing  of  an  elevator  in  the  easterly 
side  of  City  Hall. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whall,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings. 

SALARY  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  LAMPS. 

Mr.  Whall  offered  the  following: 
An  Ordinance 
To  Amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1885. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Chapter  G  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1885,  is  hereby  amended  in  Section  1,  in  the 
clause  establishing  the  salary  of  the  superin- 
tendent of  lamps,  by  striking  out  the  words 
"'three  thousand  five  hundred"  and  inserting 
the  words  "four  thousand"  in  place  thereof. 

Laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whall. 

JAMAICA  POND  AQUEDUCT  CORPORATION. 

Mr.  Whall  offered  an  order— That  Chapter  199 
of  the  Acts  of  1886,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize 
the  city  of  Boston  to  purchase  the  property  of 
the  Jamaica  Pond  Aqueduct  Corporation,"  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  accepted. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whall,  to  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Water. 

PAVING  OF  WASHINGTON  STREET. 

Mr.  Burr  offered  an  order— That  the  superin- 
tendent of  streets  is  hereby  requested  to  include 
in  his  estimates  for  the  ensuing  year  a  sum 
sufficient  to  provide  for  the  paving  of  Washing- 
ton street  with  granite  blocks  from  Dale  street, 
Ward  23,  to  School  street.  Ward  23. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

BENNINGTON-STREET    BURYING  -  GROUND,     E.  B. 

Mr.  F.  R.  Morrison  offered  an  order— That  the 
Board  of  Health  be  requested  to  include  in  their 
estimates  for  the  ensuing  financial  year  the  sum 
of  $500,  to  be  expended  by  them  m  improving 
the  condition  of  the  burying-ground  on  Benning- 
ton street.  East  Boston. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

SALARY  OF  DRAWTENDER   OF  MALDEN     BRIDGE 

Mr.  Leary  offered  the  following  : 
An  Ordinance 
To  Amend  Chapter  G  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1885. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Chapter  G  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1885  is  hereby  amended  in  Section  1,  in  the 
clause  establishing  the  salary  of  the  drawtender 
of  Maiden  bridge,  by  striking  out  the  words 
"eight  hundred  and  inserting  the  words  "one 
thousand"  in  place  thereof. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Leary,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances. 

OLD  FRANKLIN    SCHOOLHOUSE. 

Mr.  McNary  offered  an  order— That  the  super- 
intendent of  public  buildings  be  requested  to  re- 
port to  the  City  Council  what  disposition,  if  any. 
is  to  be  made  of  the  old  Franklin  schoolhouse, 
and  whether  that  building  cannot  be  used  as  a 
meeting-place  for  Grand  Army  posts. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McNary,  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

CHEMICAL  ENGINE  FOR  SOUTH  BOSTON. 

Mr.  McNary  offered  an  order— That  the  Fire 
Commissioners  be  requested  to  include  in  their 
annual  estimates  a  sufficient  amount  to  provide 
for  a  chemical  engine  in  South  Boston. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

HOUSE  FOR  HOSE  TEN,  SOUTH  BOSTON. 

Mr.  McNary  offered  an  order— That  the  city 
architect  be  requested  to  include  in  his  annual 
estimates  a  sufficient  sum  to  provide  for  anew 
house  for  Hose  10,  South  Boston. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  appropriations. 

COLUMBIA  STREET,   CHARLESTOWN. 

Mr.  Coyle  offered  an  order— That  the  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners  be  requested  to  include 
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in  their  estimate  of  expenditures  for  the  finan- 
cial year  of  1887-88,  a  sum  sufficient  to  lay  out  and 
grade  Columbia  street.  Charlestown,  from  Main 
street  to  Perkins  street. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

WIDENING  OF  MALDEN   BRIDGE. 

Mr.  Coyle  offered  an  order— That  the  city  en- 
gineer be  requested  to  include  in  his  estimate 
of  expenditures  for  the  financial  year  of  1S87-88, 
a  sum  sufficient  to  widen  Maiden  bridge  draw 
and  a  new  drawtender's  house. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

PAVING  OF  ALBANY  STREET. 

Mr.  J.  Murphy  offered  an  order— That  the  su- 
perintendent of  streets  be  requested  to  include 
m  his  estimates  for  the  ensuing  financial  year 
a  sum  sufficient  forpaving  Albany  street  from 
Hampden  street  to  Eustis  street  with  granite 
blocks,  and  also  setting  edgestones  and  laying 
sidewalks  in  said  street. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

PAVING  OF  EAST  EIGHTH   STREET. 

Mr.  Carroll  offered  an  order— That  the  su- 
perintendent of  streets  include  in  his  estimates 
for  the  coming  financial  year  the  expense  of 
paving  East  Eighth  street  from  Dorchester 
street  to  Old  Harbor  street  with  small  granite 
blocks. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

WIDENING  OF  PHILLIP  STREET. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan  offered  an  order— That  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  in  their  esti- 
mates of  expenditures  necessary  for  the  laying 
out  and  widening  of  streets,  include  a  sum  suf- 
ficient for  the  widening  of  Phillip  street  from 
Tremont  to  Smith  street. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

WIDENING  OF  WHITNEY  STREET. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan  offered  an  order— That  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  in  their  estimate 
of  expenditures  necessary  for  the  laying  out  and 
widening  streets,  include  a  sum  sufficient  for  the 
widening  of  Whitney  street,  on  the  north  side, 
to  an  even  width  with  the  said  street  on  the 
south  side. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

BADGES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foss  the  rule  was  suspended 
to  allow  him  to  submit,  and  he  submitted  are- 
port  from  the  Committee  on  Badges— That  they 
have  attended  i"  the  duty  assigned  to  them  and 
report,  that  the  badges  are  now  in  the  hands  ol 
the  city  messenger,  who  will  distribute  them  to 
the  members. 

Report  accepted. 

PAVING   OF  LENOX   STREET. 

Mr.  Duggan  offered  an  order— That  the  super- 
intendent of  streets  include  in  his  annual  esti- 
mate a  sum  sufficient  to  pay  Eor  the  paving  of 
Lenox  street  with  granite  blocks. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

REPORTS  OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Auditor's  exhibit  lor  Feb.  1,   (City  Doc.  34). 

Sent  lip. 

Monthly  statement  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment for  'Feb.  1,  (City  Doc.  33).    Sent  up. 

Officio  ok  the  Water  Registrar,  I 
City  Ball,  Boston,  Feb.  1, 1887.     I 
To  the  Honorable  City  Council. 

In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  Sec. 
11,  Chap,  lot  i he  Revised  Ordinances,  the  water 
registrar  respectfully  submits  that  he  has  re- 
ceived  from  sources  herein  named  the  following 
sums  during  the  past  three  months: 

From  elevator  and  motor  pipes gU.,209  81 

service  pipes 1,1S<>  02 

"     off  and  on  water  lor  repairs 624  26 

"        "      "    '•        '•        "     non-payment i,..         H'J  oo 

rent  of  water  pests 60  00 

"     sale  of  merchandise 24  00 

#3,076  48 
Respectfully  submitted, 

William  F.  Davis, 

Water  Registrar. 
Sent  up. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  Whitmouk  presented  the  petition  of  Bald- 
win-place Home  for  Little,  Wanderers,  for  change 
in  the  condition  of  sale  of  land  by  the  city,  on 


West  Newton  street,  so  that  the  corporation  may- 
be relieved  from  the  embarrassments  likely  to 
arise  from  the  condition.  Referred  to  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Blume  presented  the  petition  of  James 
McCue  for  new  deed  of  land  purchased  from  the 
city,  on  Berlin  street,  now  Tennyson  street,  cor- 
rectly describing  the  boundary  of  the  land.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

PAPERS  FROM  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Notice  of  indefinite  postponement  of  order  for 
auditor  to  furnish  a  statement  showing  the  ex- 
penditures in  certain  departments  since  1S76. 
Specially  assigned  to  9  P.M.,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Whitmore. 

Notice  of  indefinite  postponement  of  order 
providing  for  a  joint  special  committee  on  salar- 
ies.   Placed  on  file. 

Quarterly  report  of  inspectors  of  vessels  and 
ballast. 

Annual  report  of  directors  for  public  institu- 
tions.   (City  Doc.  9.) 

Annual  report  of  Board  of  Health.  (City  Doc. 
13.) 

Annual  report  of  superintendent  of  streets. 
(City  Doc.  16.) 

Annual  report  of  superintendent  of  printing. 
(City  Doc.  26.) 

Communication  from  superintendent  of  streets 
in  relation  to  placing  laborers  in  his  department 
on  a  permanent  basis. 

Severally  placed  on  file,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Whitmore. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  C.  W.  Whicher  to  be  re- 
funded a  liquor-license  fee. 

Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  withdraw 
on  petition  of  Mary  McMahon  to  be  refunded  a 
liquor-license  fee. 

Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  withdraw 
on  petition  of  Catherine  Kelley  to  be  refunded  a 
liquor-license  fee. 

Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  withdraw 
on  petition  of  Ellen  E.  Evans  to  he  refunded  a 
part  of  a  liquor-license  fee  paid  by  her  husband, 
which  became  void  by  reason  of  his  death, 

Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  withdraw 
on  petition  of  Matthew  T.  Patterson  to  be  re- 
funded a  liquor-license  fee. 

Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  withdraw 
on  petition  of  Mary  Teevan  to  be  refunded  a 
lioraor-license  fee. 

Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  withdraw 
(in  petition  of  Mary  McDermott  to  bo  refunded  a 
liquor-license  fee. 

Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  withdraw 
on  petition  of  Margaret  Moloney  to  bo  refunded 
a  liquor-license  fee. 

Severally  acted  on  together  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Whitinoro,  and  reports  accepted  in  concurrence. 

Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  withdraw 
on  petition  of  John  Dean  to  he  paid  balance  from 
tax  sale  of  estate  on  Wason  place. 

Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  withdraw 
on  petition  of  W.H.  Smith,  mortgagee  in  posses- 
sion, to  be  paid  balance  arising  from  tax  sale  of 
estate  on  Locust  street. 

Report  of  Committee,  on  Claims,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  A.  Jane  Moses  for  a  hearing 
upon  the  circumstances  of  the  injuries  received 
by  her  while  on  the  ferryboat  Hugh  O'Brien. 

Severally  acted  on  together,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Whitmore,  and  reports  accepted  in  concur- 
rence. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  no  action 
uecessary  on  the  orders  for  the  preparation  of 
plans  and  estimates  for  widening  Knecland 
street  from  Harrison  avenue  to  Albany  street, 
and  for  a  transfer  of  $90,000  for  the  purpose,  from 
the  appropriation  for  widening  and  extending 
TuftS  si  reel. 

Report  of  same  committee,  no  action  neces- 
sary on  the  report  relative  to  providing  appro- 
priations for  a  new  hook  and  ladder  house  in 
South  Boston  and  a  new  engine  house  in  Wash- 
ington Village. 

Report  of  same  committee,  no  action  neces- 
sary on  the  communication  from  the  Hoard  ol' 
Health  asking  for  an  appropriation  of  $2000  for 
the  abatement  of  a  nuisance  connected  with  Q- 
sl  reel  sew  er. 

Severally  accepted  in  concurrence,  being auted 
on  together  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Streets,  recommend- 
ing reference  to  the  Hoard  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners of  the  petition  of  William  H.  Lincoln, 
that  an  appropriation  be  made  for  the  extension 
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of  Boylston  street.  Accepted  and  referred  ac- 
cordingly in  concurrence. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Streets,  recommend- 
ing- reference  to  Committee  on  Appropriations, 
of  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners on  the  expediency  of  extending  Smith 
street  to  Huntington  avenue.  Accepted  and  re- 
ferred accordingly  in  concurrence. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  recommend- 
ing reference  to  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions of  the  order  to  provide  an  appropriation 
of  $6000  for  the  completion  of  the  extension  of 
Allandale  street.  Accepted  and  referred  accord- 
ingly in  concurrence. 

Report  of  Committee  on  "Water,  recommend- 
ing reference  to  the  Water  Board  of  the  petition 
of  Richard  S.  Brown  that  the  fence  against  his 
estate  on  Park  street,  Dorchester,  be  placed  in 
proper  repair.  Accepted  and  referred  accord- 
ingly in  concurrence. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  recommend- 
ing reference  to  the  Committee  on  Reservoir 
Site  of  the  communication  from  the  Water 
Board  asking  for  .  compensation  on  account  of 
the  sale  of  Beacon  Hill  reservoir.  Accepted  and 
referred  accordingly  in  concurrence. 

Order  requesting  superintendent  of  public 
buildings  to  provide  additional  accommoda- 
tions for  the  documents,  etc.,  in  the  city  clerk's 
office.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  requesting  said  superintendent  to  pro- 
vide better  ventilation  for  the  aldermen's  room. 
Amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Blume  by  adding 
"and  Common  Council  chamber."  and  as 
amended  referred  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ladd  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

Order  requesting  said  superintendent  to  in- 
clude in  his  annual  estimates  a  sum  for  heating 
the  Cushman  schoolhouse  with  steam,  and  to 
remove  the  water-closets  to  the  basement. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  inquire  if  there  is 
anything  that  shows  that  that  has  been  before 
any  committee. 

1  he  President— There  is  nothing  on  the  pa- 
pers to  indicate  it. 

Mr.  Whitmore — Then  I  move  the  reference 
of  the  order  to  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions, as  all  other  orders  of  this  kind  have  been 
referred  to  them. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations. 

EAST  BOSTON  GRADE  CROSSING. 

Order  for  the  mayor  to  petition  the  Legisla- 
ture for  an  act  changing  the  location  of  the  Bos- 
ton &  Maine  railroad  and  of  the  Boston  &  Al- 
bany Railroad  Company,  in  East  Boston,  so  as 
to  prevent  the  crossing  at  grade  of  Maverick 
street,  Sumner  street,  Webster  street  and  Mar- 
ginal street  by  the  tracks  of  said  corporations. 

Mr.  Wilson — I  rise  for  information,  to  ask 
whether,  if  we  authorize  the  mayor  to  make  this 
petition,  it  is  possible  for  him  to  present  the  pe- 
tition at  this  time  before  the  Legislature.  If  it 
is  I  think  it  would  be  wise  to  make  the  petition. 
It  was  stated  at  the  last  meeting,  I  believe,  that 
the  last  day  for  putting  in  new  petitions  was 
last  Wednesday.  If  this  does  not  come  under 
that  rule  I  have  no  objection  to  it. 

Mr.  Whale— For  the  information  of  the  gen- 
tleman I  would  say  that  it  is  not  impossible  for 
the  mayor  to  petition,  unless  he  happens  to  lose 
his  hands  within  a  very  short  time.  It  may 
have  become  impossible  for  this  petition  to  get 
into  the  Legislature,  but  probably  the  party  that 
is  in  a  majority  there  may  graciously  allow  it  a 
four-fifths  vote,  and  attend  to  the  mayor  of  Bos- 
ton when  he  comes  knocking  at  the  State  House 
door.  He  will,  however,  have  to  get  a  four- 
fifths  vote,  in  order  to  get  it  in. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  will  also  add  to  what  has 
been  said  by  my  friend  from  Ward  7  that,  if  any 
measure  has  already  been  introduced,  a  petition 
or  other  papers  in  support  of  that  order  would 
get  in ;  and  I  do  not  think  that  any  one  who 
looked  at  the  newspaper  this  morning  would 
venture  to  say  that  there  is  not  some  order  al- 
ready before  the  Legislature  on  this  very  sub- 
ject. There  are  three  columns,  I  think,  in  the 
newspapers  for  orders  put  in  yesterday. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  would  like  to  inquire,  for 
further  information,  whether  this  has 
been  before  any  committeee,  and  whether 
or  not  the  contemplated  legislation  will  involve 
the  city  of  Boston  in  any  expense?  I  would  ask 
those  questions. 

The  President— The  Chair  is  informed  that 
it  has  not  been  before  any  committee. 


Mr.  Ladd — I  move,  as  it  seems  to  be  impossi- 
ble to  gain  any  advantage  by  bringing  it  before 
the  Legislature  immediately,  that  it  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Affairs. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Legislative  Affairs. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Order  to  allow  for  payment  the  incidental  ex- 
penses of  the  Commission  on  Cemeteries,  on  the 
approval  of  the  mayor. 

Passed  in  concurrence,  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule,  moved  by  Mr.  Whitmore.  Mr.  AV hall 
moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  and  order  to 
pay  John  AV.  Candler  $5.47,  balance  remaining 
from  sale  of  an  estate  on  East  Chester  Park. 

Report  of  same  committee,  and  order  to  pay 
William  H.  Smith,  mortgagee  in  possession, 
$57.90,  balance  remaining  from  sale  of  an  estate 
on  Locust  street. 

Report  of  same  committee,  and  order  to  pay 
John  Dean  $G05,  balance  remaining  from  sale 
of  estate  on  AVason  place. 

Report  of  same  committee,  and  order  to  pay 
Noah  B.  Smith  §450  on  account  of  a  fee  paid  by 
him  for  a  liquor  license  which  was  not  issued. 

Report  of  same  commitee,  and  order  to  pay 
John  W.  Candler  §5.S6,  balance  remaining  from 
sale  of  an  estate  on  Swett  street. 

Report  of  same  committee,  and  order  to  pay 
Hannah  Kearns  $75  on  account  of  a  liquor-li- 
cense fee  paid  by  her  husband,  the  said  license 
not  having  been  issued  prior  to  his  death. 

Report  of  same  committee,  and  order  to  pay 
the  Boston  Iron  Co.  $75  for  land  taken  by  the 
city  in  1878,  at  junction  of  West  Chester  Park 
and  the  Boston  &  Albany  railroad. 

The  above  were  severally  acted  on  together  on 
motion  of  Mr.  AATiitmore.  Reports  accepted 
and  orders  passed  in  concurrenc'e  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

Claim  of  Hannah  Abbott. 

Report  of  same  committee,  recommending 
the  passage  of  the  order  referred  to  them,  to  pay 
Hannah  Abbott  $300,  as  compensation  for  per- 
sonal injuries  received  at  the  City  Hospital. 

Report  accepted,  order  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Gomez — I  would  like  to  move  a  suspension 
of  the  rules  for  the  passage  of  No.  40  on  the  cal- 
endar. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  Mr.  Gomez 
moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule  that  the  order 
might  be  put  upon  its  passage  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Dewey — I  should  be  constrained  to  vote 
against  this  order,  not  knowing  anything  about 
it,  unless  some  member  of  the  committee  will 
be  good  enough  to  furnish  some  information. 
The  gentleman  who  moved  the  suspension  of 
the  rule.  I  see  is  a  member  of  the  committee. 
Perhaps  he  can  explain  it  so  that  we  shall  all  be 
very  glad  to  vote  for  this  $300. 

Mr.  Gomez  and  Mr.  Blume  addressed  the 
Chair  simultaneously,  and  Mr.  Gomez  gave  way 
to  Mr.  Blurne. 

Mr.  Blume— I  desire  to  say  that  at  the  time 
this  order  was  passed  (I  think  on  last  Friday),  I 
was  not  present  in  the  committee  meeting.  I, 
however,  do  know  all  about  the  Hannah  Ab- 
bott claim,  as  it  was  called.  She  was 
a  very  old  lady,  very  feeble,  who  had.  I 
think,  a  daughter  at  the  City  Hospital 
exceedingly  ill,  and  who  was  supposed 
to  be  in  a  dying  condition.  This  old  lady  called 
there,  expecting  to  find  her  daughter  either 
dead  or  dying,  and  was  very  much  bewildered 
by  grief  and  feeble  on  account  of  age.  She 
stayed  there  some  hours  with  her  daughter,  in 
the  condition  in  which  I  have  already  stated, 
and  then  she  started  to  go  out.  In  her  confusion 
and  feebleness  of  body,  she,  in  a  bewildered 
way,  went  through  the  wrong  door.  She  went 
through  a  false  door,  so  to  speak.  Listead  of 
going  out  of  the  door  in  a  direct  line  which  led 
to  the  highway,  she  fell  down  a  place  where 
they  received  freight  or  carry  out  materials.  It 
was  not  an  elevator ;  it  was  a  sort  of  landing- 
place  where  there  is  a  slide  some  five  or 
six  feet  down,  and  she  tumbled  down 
bodily,  headforemost,  and  was  very  badly 
injured.  We  had  a  very  protracted  hearing 
in  the  Committee  on  Claims  as  to  the  merits 
of  the  case,  and  also  in  regard  to  the 
liability  of  the  city.  I  allude  to  last  year's  com- 
mittee. It  was  so  doubtful  to  the  minds  of  the 
committee— I  allude  to  the  last  year's  committee 
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—that  the  thing  came  over,  if  I  remember  cor- 
rectly, to  this  year.  It  was  called  up  again,  as 
it  appears  now  by  this  report,  and  the  order  was 
massed.  The  merits  of  the  case  are  as  I  have 
stated.  How  it  came  to  be  passed  I  cannot  say, 
because  I  was  not  present.  The  question  of  lia- 
bility was  the  chief  difficulty  in  the  case,— 
whether  the  city  was  liable  at  all. 

Mr.  Gomez— Mr.  President  and  gentlemen,  I 
was  present  at  the  meeting  of  the  Committee  on 
Claims  when  this  order  was  passed  to  grant  this 
lady  this  claim ;  and  from  the  information  pre- 
sented to  us  by  a  gentleman  who  appears  to  be 
in  the  employ  of  the  cky  for  the  purpose 
of  furnishing  facts  to  the  committee,  there 
was  no  possible  doubt  in  our  minds  that 
the  lady  had  been  severely  injured,  and  had 
been  injured  in  a  measure  owing  to  some  care- 
lessness on  the  part  of  the  city  on  account  of  not 
placing  some  proper  guard  at  the  point  where 
this  woman  fell.  There  is  this  about  it:  That 
tbe  case  was  heard  once  before  the  city  govern- 
ment in  1886 :  it  was  heard  again  before  the  city 
government  in  1887,  and  the  only  reason  why 
this  claim  was  not  allowed  was  because  the  City 
Hospital  people  desired  to  have  the  claim  tried 
before  them.  They,  I  suppose,  wished  to  be 
recognized  in  the  matter,  and  wanted  the  facts 
presented  to  them.  Now,  under  Section  13  and 
Chapter  15  in  the  Revised  Ordinances,  on  mat- 
ters of  finance,  you  will  find  that  it  says  that 
the  city  shall  pay  ajl  claims  against  the  city 
arising  from  the  act  or  neglect  of  any 
department,  providing  that  such  a  claim  is 
recommended  by  a  vote  of  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  approved  by  the  mayor,  and  under  the 
sum  of  §500.  This  claim  has  been  before  the 
committee  and  has  been  heard  by  them  and  ap- 
proved by  them,  approved  upon  its  merits. 
There  is  no  reason  why  it  should  go  before  the 
City  Hospital  Department ;  and,  since  it  is  under 
the  $500  limit,  there  is  no  reason  why  this  body 
should  not  pass  it.  It  is  a  just  claim.  The  city 
ha6  been  negligent  to  one  of  its  principal  depart- 
ments. As  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Claims  I  simply  desire  to  present  the  facts  to 
you  as  they  appeared  to  us  before  the  commit- 
tee, and  there  is  no  earthly  reason  why  the  order 
should  not  pass. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  was 
passed  in  concurrence.  Mr.  Gomez  moved  to 
reconsider;  lost. 

Storage  of  Petroleum. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Ordinances,  that  the 
order  referred  to  them,  for  the  mayor  to  petition 
the  Legislature  for  an  act  modifying  the  present 
laws  in  relation  to  manufacturing,  etc.,  oils  or 
nuids  composed  wholly  or  in  part  of  the  pro- 
ducts of  petroleum,  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted  and  the  question  was  on  giv- 
ing the  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  would  like  to  have  some  informa- 
tion upon  the  matter,  as  to  what  the  trouble  is 
with  the  present  laws,  and  what  proposed 
changes  are  rendered  necessary,  and  why  tiny 
are  rendered  necessary. 

Mr.  Whall- In  the  absence  from  the  Council 
chamber  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances.  I  will  endeavor  to  give  the  gentle- 
man the  information  he  desires.  The  ordinan- 
ces of  the  city  of  Boston  now  are  constructed  to 
follow  as  closely  as  possible  the  provisions  of  the 
Public  Statutes.  Many  of  tbe  small  dealers  in 
kerosene  and  the  products  of  petroleum  have 
found  that  the  ordinances,  if  they  were  strictly 
enforced,  would  work  great  hardship  upon 
them.  I  will  give  the  gentleman  a  single  in- 
stance of  the  inequalities  which  the  present 
law  imposes.  The  present  law  says  that  no 
person  occupying  a  store  in  a  building  which  is 
occupied  in  part  as  a  dwelling  house,  shall  store 
petroleum  or  any  of  its  products.  In  other 
words,  a  corner  grocery  man  in  our  tenement 
district  cannot  legally  store  a  quart  of  kerosene, 
if  the  house  in  which  his  store  is  situated,  is 
used  as  a  tenement  bouse ;  whereas  a  tenant 
up-stairs  can  fill  a  10-gallon  tank  and  keep  it 
there,  and  there  is  no  law  to  prevent  him  from 
doing  so.  Upon  consultation  with  tbe  Fire  Com- 
missioners, or  with  persons  connected  with  the 
Fire  Department,  the  committee  was  assured, 
through  some  of  its  members,  that  in  our  large 
tenement-house  districts,  there  has  rarely  been 
a  fire  attributable  to  kerosene  or  the  products  of 
petroleum  stored  in  small  grocery  stores  such  as 
I  have  mentioned ;  and  it  was  only  because 
the    law  in    its    strictness  and  severity  oper- 


ated so  harshly  and  so  unnecessarily  upon 
these  small  dealers,  that  last  year  they  came  to 
us  and  filed  petition  upon  petition.  If  the  gen- 
tleman is  curiously  inclined  he  can  go  to  the 
office  of  the.  clerk  of  committees  and  he  will 
see  a  shelf  there  at  least  six  feet  long  by  10 
inches  high  literally  packed  with  petitions  from 
persons  desiring  to  be  relieved  from  the  exac- 
tions and  the  hard  duties  which  the  laws  as  they 
at  present  stand  impose  upon  them;  and  the 
Council  of  the  city  of  Boston  at  present  is  un- 
able to  do  anything  for  them.  Our  ordinances, 
as  they  stand,  are  in  exact  conformity  with  the 
statutes,  and  we  are  unable  to  give  them  relief. 
And  following  the  suggestions  made  last  year 
by  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  I  believe, 
we  are  now  doing  the  only  thing  possible 
for  us  to  do— go  to  the  fountain  bead  and 
the  source  of  the  law;  and  then  if  these 
men  can  make  out  a  case  let  them  make  it  out ; 
and  if  tbe  statute  law  itself  is  changed  then 
we  can  modify  the  ordinance.  Until  that  is 
done  we  have  to  let  our  ordinances  remain  in 
the  cast-iron  shape  in  whiclfthey  now  are. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  am  very  well  satisfied  with  the 
explanation  of  the  gentleman,  Mr.  President, 
and  I  am  always  in  favor  of  encouraging  small 
traders. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence.  Mr. 
Whall  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

Roxbury  Canal  Lands. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  and  order 
(new  draft)  for  a  transfer  of  S5000  from  the  re- 
served fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Common, 
etc.,  to  be  expended  in  fitting  up  the  green- 
houses, Roxbury  canal  lands. 

Report  accepted,  order  read  twice  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule  moved  by  Mr.  Whall,  and 
passed  in  concurrence,  yeas  65,  nays  3,  Messrs. 
Carroll,  Connolly,  and  J.  H.  Sullivan  voting  nay. 
Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

Alba iii/strect  Bridge  Improvement. 

Order  for  mayor  to  execute  a  lease  to  the  Bos- 
ton &  Albany  Railroad  Corporation  of  the  laud 
under  the  elevated  portion  of  Broadway  bridge, 
between  Lehigh  street  and  tbe  channel,  for  live 
years,  from  Nov.  1,  18S6,  at  an  annual  rental  of 
SSOO. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ladd,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Message  of  the  mayor,  transmitting  the 
annual  report  of  the  Department  of  Public 
Lands.    (City  Doc.  18). 

Placed  on  file. 

INVESTIGATION  OF  BOARD  OF  POLICE. 

Early  in  the  session  Mr.  Whall  offered  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Whereas  it  has  been  charged  in  the  public 
press  that  officers  of  the  Boston  police,  under 
tlie  direction  of  the  Board  of  Police,  have  used 
questionable  means  to  convict  parties  violating 
the  liquor  law,  such  as  the  employment  of 
minors  and  prostitutes  to  enter  saloons  under 
the  guidance  of  an  officer  in  disguise,  and  pur- 
chase liquor,  and  have  attempted  on  evidence 
thus  obtained  to  secure  the  conviction  of  the 
proprietors  of  said  saloons;  and 

Whereas  it  has  been  charged  that,  while  ob- 
taining evidence  as  aforesaid,  one  officer  induced 
a  boy  under  eighteen  years  of  age  to  drink  so 
much  whiskey  as  to  render  said  boy  intoxicated, 
and 

Whereas  it  has  been  charged  that  evidence 
obtained  as  aforesaid  has  been  of  such  a  vile  and 
disgusting  character  that  juries  that  beard  such 
evidence  refused  to  convict  upon  it,  and 

Whereas  it  lias  been  charged  that  the  public 
moneys  have  been  expended  in  the  procuring 
and  encouragement  of  such  evidence,  and  that 
the  conduct  of  officers  in  this  particular  has  been 
an  inducement  to  violate  the  provisions  of  the 
public  statutes  and  tends  to  the  commission  of 
crime; 

Ordered,  That  a  special  committee,  consisting 
of  five  members  of  this  body  with  such  as  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  appointed  to 
investigate  and  ascertain  the  truth  of  said 
charges. 

Ordered,  That  said  committee  be  authorized 
to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  to  employ  a  sten- 
ographer, to  report  in  print  its  findings  with 
such  recommendations  as  it  may  deem  war- 
ranted by  said  findings,  and  to  hold  public  hear- 
ings, if  it  deem  them  to  be  expedient 

Specially  assigned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whall,  to 
8.16  o'clock  this  evening. 
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Mr.  Whall  called  up  the  subject  after  the  pa- 
pers from  the  other  branch  had  been  dis- 
posed of. 

The  question  was  on  second  reading. 

Mr.  Blume — If  I  remember  the  reading  cor- 
rectly, it  states  that  "whereas  it  is  charged"  so 
and  so,  and  so  on.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man who  introduced  the  order  where  the  charge 
comes  from  and  who  makes  it? 

Mr.  Whall— Mr.  President,  I  imagined  that 
that  question  would  come  up,  and  if  the  gentle- 
man had  read  the  Boston  Daily  Globe  of  Jan. 
29,  1887,  he  would  have  read  there  a  column 
against  the  Police  Commissioners  of  the  city  of 
Bust  on  and  against  the  police  force  of  the  city 
of  Boston  that  would,  in  the  case  of  an  honora- 
ble gentleman  like  himself,  have  made  the 
blood  rush  to  his  cheek,  and  caused  him  to  be 
ashamed  of  the  processes  to  which  men  in  an 
honorable  business  have  been  subjected  by  the 
police  force  of  the  city  of  Boston.  In  making 
this  investigation  I  do  it  only  in  the  name  of 
common  decency  and  fair  play.  There  is  noth- 
ing partisan,  nothing  Democratic,  nothing  Re- 
publican, in  the  order  which  I  have  introduced, 
and  as  one  who  is  desirous  of  arriving  at  the 
bottom  facts,  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  Chair,  if 
itshould  happen  that  this  order  should  pass,  will 
put  upon  the  committee  the  five  strongest  men 
he  can  find  in  this  Council,  men  whose  judg- 
ment and  fairness  will  commend  themselves  to 
the  city  government,  and  will  be  also  to  the 
Board  of  Police  Commissioners  a  guarantee  of 
fair  play  and  decent  treatment.  I  would  desire, 
and  I  would  at  this  time  respectfully  suggest  to 
the  Chair,  that  if  this  committee  be  authorized 
to  be  appointed,  men  be  placed  upon  that  com- 
mittee whose  findings  will  command  respect.  I 
am  not  here  tonight  to  make  charges.  The  public 
press  has  already  made  charges.  I  am  here  to 
tell  this  Council  what  those  charges  are,  and  the 
charges  are  these:  First,  and  least  of  all,  that  the 
police  officers  of  the  city  of  Boston,  dis- 
guised as  civilians,  enter  saloons  and  buy  li- 
quors, and  urge  proprietors  of  saloons  to  the 
commission  of  a  crime,  participate  in  a  measure 
in  the  commission  of  that  crime,  and  then  after- 
wards bring  these  proprietors,  for  making  the 
sales  which  they  themselves  have  induced  them 
to  make,  into  court,  and  subject  them  to  crimi- 
nal prosecution.  That  is  the  least  of  the  charges. 
Another  charge  is  that  the  police  of  the  city  of 
Boston  in  two  cases— in  the  case  of  the  Common- 
wealth versus  Donahue,  and  in  the  case  of  the 
Commonwealth  versus  Farnsworth — have  had 
recourse  to  the  assistance  of  common  prosti- 
tutes to  gain  evidence  to  convict  liquor  dealers. 
In  those  cases  it  is  charged  that  the  police  offi- 
cers of  the  city  of  Boston  disguised  as  civilians 
went  to  liquor  saloons  in  company  with  common 
courtesans  and  lewd  women  of  the  town,  and 
that,  in  such  company,  asked  and  ordered  drink 
and  paid  for  it;  and  instead  of  drinking,  poured 
the  liquor  thus  obtained  into  bottles,  and  with 
the  evidence  thus  obtained  procured  warrants 
and  arrested  these  men.  The  worst  charge  of  all 
is  that  lately  in  Charlestown  one  officer, 
whose  zeal  was  greater  that  his  discre- 
tion, if  what  is  charged  be  true,  went  to  a  sa- 
loon kept  by  a  man  named  Linski,  and  meeting 
there  a  lad  less  than  18  years  old,  invited  him  to 
drink,  so  that  he  might  have  against  the  proprie- 
tor of  the  saloon  a  double  case :  first,  that  of  an 
illegal  sale;  and  second,  of  a  sale  to  a  minor. 
He  took  that  lad  from  out  of  that  saloon  to  the 
saloon  kept  by  a  man  named  Wholley.  I  do  not 
know  but  that  it  was  a  misnomer.  At  any  rate, 
the  gentleman's  name  was  Wholley.  Thence  he 
went  to  a  saloon  kept  by  a  man  named  Foster, 
all  the  time  accompanied  by  this  little  lad.  It  is 
charged  that  at  the  trial  in  the  Superior  Court, 
this  lad  admitted  that  all  this  time  he  was  with 
this  police  officer  he  ordered  and  drank  hot 
whiskey  punches;  and  it  was  also  in  evidence 
that  this  lad  who  was,  for  the  time  being,  a  part 
of  the  machinery  of  the  State's  justice,  was  so 
intoxicated  by  his  efforts  in  behalf  of  justice 
that  he  had  to  be  taken  home.  Now  those  are 
the  three  charges  which  are  brought  forth  in 
this  article  in  the  Boston  Globe  of  January  29, 
and  also  by  the  attorney's  practising  in  the 
courts.  These  attorneys  are  not  all  Democrats 
or  ail  Republicans.  They  number  among  them 
so  pood  a  Republican  as  Joseph  Bennett  of  the 
Brighton  District;  and  they  number  among 
them  so  good  a  Democrat  as  Thomas  J.  Gargan 
of  the  West  End.  Now,  that  of  itself  is  not  all 
I  desire^to  call  attention  to.    I  desire  to  call  at- 


tention to  this  fact,  that  the  Board  of  Police 
Commissioners  are  charged  with  paying  the  bills 
for  the  procuring  of  evidence  of  this  kind.  In 
the  Charlestown  case,  where  the  young  lad  was 
taken  from  saloon  to  saloon  by  Officer  Zahn,  who 
was  his  guide,  philosopher  and  friend,  on  that  in- 
teresting occasion,  testified  in  open  court,  that 
for  the  liquor  drank  by  him  and  the  lad  that 
night  he  paid  $4.40,  that  the  Police  Commis- 
sioners hadlapproved  his  bill,  and  he  did  not  see 
any  reason  why  he  should  not  get  it,  and  he 
fully  expected  to  receive  it.  It  was  in  the 
case  of  the  Commonwealth  vs.  Walsh,  tried 
also  at  this  present  term,  the  January  term  of 
the  Superior  Criminal  Court  for  the  county  of 
Suffolk — it  was  in  evidence  that  a  police  officer 
named  Hanscom  went  to  an  expressman  on 
Tremont  street  and  desired  the  expressman  to 
drive  him  to  the  Brighton  District.  He  went 
there  and  returned  in  civilian's  dress,  after  at- 
tending to  the  business  he  went  for,  in  about 
an  hour,  and  it  is  charged  that  the  expressman 
for  a  common  express  wagon,  charged  the  city 
of  Boston  $9  for  that  hour,  and  that  bill  was 
approved  by  the  Board  of  Police  Commissioners 
and  it  was  paid.  Now  I  have  outlined  the 
charges,  because  I  did  not  at  this  time  desire  to 
go  into  any  unnecessary  detail.  I  have  investi- 
gated them  somewhat,  but  only  to  listen  to  the 
stories  of  those  making  the  charges.  The  Board 
of  Police  may  have  a  defence  for  their  action  in 
this  matter,  and  these  things  may  have  been 
done  without  their  knowledge  and  without 
their  sanction.  If  the  charges  are  true  then  the 
citizens  of  Boston  desire  to  know  whether  or  not 
in  this,  the  1 9th  century,  in  this  hub  of  the  uni- 
verse, in  this  place  where  we  boast  of  our 
civilization  and  of  our  progress  —  whether 
or  not  at  this  time,  and  in  this  place,  the 
methods  of  the  much -talked  of  inquisi- 
tion are  to  be  brought  into  play,  and  whether 
or  not  justice  should  not  be  done  without 
the  assistance  and  aid  of  prostitutes  and 
thoughless  lads.  I  speak  perhaps  with  some 
feeling  upon  the  subject,  because  the  subject  is 
one  that  has  impressed  me  greatly.  When  the 
evidence  thus  introduced  is  of  such  a  character 
that  even  12  men  sworn  to  try  the  issue  failed  to 
convict  upon  the  evidence  thus  obtained,  and 
refused  to  accept  it,  then  the  time  has  come  for 
us  as  representatives  of  the  city  of  Boston  to  say 
that  these  methods  must  cease.  We,  as  repre- 
sentatives now,  are  not  sure  that  these  methods 
do  exist.  I  wish  to  God  that  the  contrary  might 
appear.  But  if  they  do  exist,  then  I  think  that 
our  duty  as  the  representatives  of  the  people  of 
the  city  of  Boston  is  patent  and  plain  to  us  all. 
The  people  of  Boston  do  not  believe  in  the 
methods  of  the  inquisition ;  the  people  of  Boston 
do  not  believe  that  the  conviction  of  crime  shall 
be  secured  by  the  commission  of  another  crime. 
They  do  not  believe  that  the  police  force  and 
those  whom  they  take  with  them  to  assist  them 
shall  be  allowed  to  tempt  men  to  commit  crime. 
I  sincerely  hope  that  this  investigation  will  be 
ordered ;  the  people  of  Boston  are  interested  in 
knowing  how  the  appropriation  for  the  Police 
Department  is  spent ;  and  I  may  state  the  temper 
of  the  people  of  the  city  of  Boston  if  they  are 
willing  that  the  funds  that  we  appropriate  for 
the  maintenance  of  that  department  should  be 
spent  in  procuring  drinks  for  an  amateur  detec- 
tive and  a  lad  whom  he  is  misleading.  I  do  not 
believe  that  Boston  with  its  traditions,  with  its 
education,  and  with  the  position  which  it  occu- 
pies, is  willing  that  these  methods  should  be  tol- 
erated. And  in  justice  to  the  commissioners,  in 
justice  to  the  Police  Department,  and  in  justice 
to  ourselves,  we  must  find  whether  or  not  the 
charges,  as  made  so  openly  and  spread  so  broad- 
cast m  one  of  the  leading  dailies  of  our  city.have 
any  foundation  in  fact.  If  they  have  not.  then 
I,  for  one,  shall  be  thankful.  If  they  have,  then 
I,  for  one,  by  my  vote  and  by  my  voice  and  by 
my  act,  no  matter  in  what  capacity  I  may  exer- 
cise them,  shall  do  my  utmost  to  have  these  ne- 
farious transactions  stopped,  and  not  to  allow  a 
great  department,  which  is  run  for  the  repression 
of  crime,  to  be  even  for  a  moment  a  promoter  of 
vice  and  the  hirer  on  of  men  to  break  the 
statutes. 

Mr.  Dewey— The  gentleman  has  made  very 
sweeping  charges.and  if  I  understand  him  right- 
ly (and  I  have  followed  him  as  well  as  I  could), 
his  statements  are  mainly  based  on  an  article 
which  appeared  in  the  Globe  some  time  during 
last  week.  Now  it  is  not  my  good  fortune  to  get 
time  to  read  the  Globe  every  day,  and  I  have  not 
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seen  the  article  or  heard  of  it  until  now.  But  I 
do  not  believe  in  the  statements  that  are  made 
in  that  paper.  I  do  not  believe  that  our  Board  of 
Police  would  countenance  any  such  practices  as 
are  there  laid  down.  I  think  we  owe  it  to  the 
Board  of  Police  and  to  the  gentlemen  who  com- 
pose that  hoard  to  take  some  definite  action, 
and  not  at  once  to  order  an  investigation  of  this 
sort,  based  upon  a  preamble  such  as  the  gentle- 
man has  introduced  here,  and  the  whole  based 
upon  the  scribbling  of  some  newspaper  writer. 
The  charges  if  proved  are  serious ;  but  it  is  not 
for  us  to  order  an  investigation  on  any  such  airy 
charges  as  these  are.  I  think  some  notice  of  the 
matter  ought  to  be  taken  so  long  as  it  has  been 
brought  up,  and  in  my  opinion  the  fair  and 
proper  way  for  us  to'do  would  be  to  refer  this  mat- 
ter to  the  Board  of  Police,  and  if  they  can  explain 
it,  as  I  have  no  doubt  they  can  do,  let  us  hear 
from  them  what  they  have  to  say.  Unless  1  am 
very  much  mistaken  their  reply  will  be  the  end 
of  this  whole  matter.  I  move  that  the  pre- 
ambles and  orders  offered  here  be  referred  to 
the  Board  of  Police,  with  a  request  that 
they  report  to  this  body  at  its  next  meeting  in 
relation  to  matters  therein  contained. 

Mr.  Whall-I  did  not  say,  as  the  gentleman 
seems  to  have  understood  me,  that  my  sole 
source  of  information  was  the  Boston  Daily 
Globe.  If  I  were  at  liberty  to  use  names  in  this 
Council  chamber,  I  might  mention  names  that 
would  be  to  the  gentleman  himself  a  guarantee 
of  good  faith.  I  think  that  the  charge  spread 
around  in  the  daily  press  demands  our  attention 
and  not  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Police 
Commissioners.  I  have  not  the  same  confidence 
in  the  Board  of  Police  Commissioners  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  21  has.  If  he  had  read 
the  Boston  Post  of  Jan.  27,  1887,  relating  to  the 
charges  against  Patrolman  Perry,  where  the 
charges  are  admitted  by  Patrolman  Perry  him- 
self under  oath,  namely,  that  he  made  false  re- 
turns in  liquor  cases,  and  that  appears  from  the 
stenographic  report  of  the  evidence  taken  be- 
fore the  commissioners— he  would  know  that 
the  commissioners,  even  with  that  bold-face 
statement  before  them,  dismissed  the  complaint 
against  Officer  Perry.  I  have  not  that  confi- 
dence in  the  Board  of  Police  that  the  gentleman 
has.  I  do  not  think  that  it  is  a  proper  thing 
that  when  we  are  to  investigate  the  head  of  any 
department  in  City  Hall  we  shall  send  him  the 
matter  to  investigate  for  himself.  It  is  the 
Board  of  Police  who  are  under  investigation  here, 
and  their  conduct  in  relation  to  the  trust  that 
has  been  reposed  in  them.  It  is  their  adminis- 
tration of  the  large  duties  which  have  been 
given  them  by  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts which  is  to  be  inquired  into,  and  I  oppose 
entirely  any  reference  of  this  matter  to  the 
Board  of  Police.  If  the  gentleman  will  come  to 
me  privately  I  will  give  him  names  that  should 
be  the  sanction  of  truth  in  this  matter;  but  the 
communications  have  been  made  in  confidence, 
and  that  confidence  I  am  not  now  at  liberty  to 
break.  I  tell  the  gentleman  that  the  matter  is 
of  such  serious  importance  that  it  is  due  to  the 
commissioners  themselves  that  if  it  be  false  the 
truth  shall  appear.  If  the  charges  are  right, 
then  let  us  have  the  truth,  no  matter  if  it  does 
smirch  those  of  whom  we  think  highly.  I  am 
thoroughly  opposed  to  any  reference  to  the 
Board  of  Police. 

Mr.  Fowler— It  seems  to  me  that  this  order  is 
an  attempt  to  attack  the  Board  of  Police  Com- 
missioners of  the  city  of  Boston,  not  because 
they  have  been  guilty  of  any  impropriety  or  of 
any  wrong-doing,  because  they  are  gentlemen 
too  honorable,  in  my  judgment,  to  be  guilty  of 
either,  but  it  is  simply  because  they  are  the 
creation  of  a  Republican  Legislature,  and  be- 
cause they  are  no  longer  the  servants  of  the  city 
of  Boston.  It  is  because  they  are  now  amenable 
and  responsible  only  to  the  State  government  <>f 
this  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  and,  sir, 
I  am  opposed  to  the  orders  as  offered  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  7  for  more  reasons  than 
one.  In  the  first  place  I  am  opposed  to  the  orders 
because  I  am  opposed  to  this  Council  and  the 
city  government  expending  its  time  and  the 
city's  money  in  investigating  every  report  that 
appears  in  any  sensational  journal.  Everybody 
knows  that  the  most  sensational  journal  pub- 
lished today  in  the  city  of  Boston  is  the  Boston 
Daily  Globe,  and  I  venture  to  say  that  there 
isn't  the  slightest  foundation  for  the  charges 
that  have  been  published  in  that  issue  that  has 
been  referred  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7, 


and  I  take  issue  with  him,  and  I  say  that  the 
references  he  has  given  here  already  before  this 
Common  Council  are  sufficient  evidence  of  the 
falsity  of  the  charges.  He  says  that  this  inves- 
tigation is  advised  and  recommended  and  en- 
couraged by  such  men  as  Joseph  Bennett  and 
Thomas  J.  Gargan.    I  ask— 

Mr.  Whall— Mr.  President. 

The  President— Does  the  gentleman  rise  to  a, 
point  of  order? 

Mr.  Fowler— I  believe  that  the  rules  do  not 
allow  interruption,  Mr.  President. 

The  President— Mr.  Fowler  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  Fowler— Everybody  knows— it  is  a  mat- 
ter of  common  knowledge— that  Joseph  Bennett 
and  Thomas  J.  Gargan  are  oftener  counsel  for 
liquor  sellers  than  any  other  two  lawyers  at  the 
•Suffolk  bar  at  the  present  day.  I  do  not  think 
that  the  bringing  forward  of  those  names  is  any 
argument  in  support  of  what  the  gentleman 
proposes.  Now  let  us  see  what  he  charges 
against  the  Police  Commissioners.  I  understand 
he  says  that  they  allow  police  officers  in  citizens' 
clothes,  to  go  into  those  places  and  buy  liquor, 
in  order  that  they  can  thereby  convict  the  peo- 
ple who  keep  those  places  illegally  and  sell 
intoxicating  liquor.  Let  the  gentleman  inves- 
tigate the  matter  as  I  have  had  occasion  to  do 
from  one  of  the  courts  of  the  city  of  Boston, 
and  he  will  find  this  fact,  that  that  very  prac- 
tice which  he  objects  to  is  a  perfectly  justifiable 
thing  to  be  done,  because  they  never  go  to  any 
place  where  they  have  a  license  to  sell  liquor, 
but  go  to  the  places  which  are  not  authorized  to 
sell  liquor,  and  they  go  in  citizens'  clothes  in 
order  to  procure  evidence  against  those  places 
that  are  selling  liquor  illegally.  If  there  is  any 
impropriety  in  that  I  fail  to  see  it,  and  if  there 
is  any  great  injustice  in  that  I  fail  to  see  it.  If  a 
man  has  no  license  to  sell  liquor  and  sells  it 
without  a  license,  is  there  any  impropriety  in  a 
police  officer  of  the  city  of  Boston  going  into  his 
place  in  search  of  liquor  in  citizen's  dress  in 
order  to  procure  evidence  to  convict  that  per- 
son? 

Mr.  Whall— Certainly. 

Mr.  Fowler— I  think  not,  sir.  I  certainly 
can  see  none  myself.  Now  let  us  see  what 
the  other  charges  are?  The  gentleman 
says  that  an  officer,  while  in  citizen's  dress, 
took  a  minor  to  one  of  these  places,  and 
that  the  minor  drank  liquor.  I  will  say  this  to 
the  gentleman  who  has  put  in  the  orders,  that  if 
he  had  access  to  the  facts  in  regard  to  the 
method  pursued  by  that  officer  and  that  minor, 
he  would  find  that  they  didn't  drink  the  liquor 
in  these  places.  They  paid  for  the  liquors  and 
tasted  of  them.  They  simply  paid  for  the  liquor 
to  procure  evidence  that  it  was  sold,  and  they 
tasted  of  the  liquors  to  see  what  kind  of  liquors 
they  were.  There  have  been  hundreds  of  these 
cases.  He  says  also  that  they  have  employed 
prostitutes  to  convict  this  sort  of  people.  I  don't 
think  that  they  have;  but  I  would  ask  the  gen- 
tleman if  the  city  is  engaged  in  tracing  out 
crime  of  this  kind  what  better  assistance  can 
there  be  than  that  of  prostitutes,  who  can 
readily  go  where  these  other  prostitutes  live  and 
there  become  acquainted  and  obtain  evi- 
dence. In  some  cases  that  is  not  only  a  jus- 
tifiable and  a  perfectly  proper  thing  to  do,  but  it 
is  done  every  day  in  this  country  and  in  the  na- 
tions of  the  old  country.  I  say  that  this  is  an 
attempt  of  the  Democratic  party  at  this  time 
and  in  this  Council  to  attack  citizens  of  the  city 
of  Boston  composing  that  board,  because  they 
were  created  by  a  Republican  Legislature,  and 
arc  not  amenable  to  the  city  government  of  Bos- 
ton. I  understand  that  the  motion  of  Mr.  Dewey 
is  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Police,  not  to  the 
Board  of  Police  Commissioners.  Wasn't  that 
your  motion,  sir? 

Mr.  Dewey— No.  1  moved  to  refer  to  the 
Board  of  Police. 

Mr.  Fowler— Then  I  move  as  an  amendment 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Police 
on  the  part  of  this  Council. 

The  President— The  Chair  understands  that 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  23  is  to 
refer  to  the  Committee  on  Police  on  the  part  of 
the  Council.  There  is  no  such  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  Council.  There  is  a  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Police. 

Mr.  Fowler— I  mean  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Police. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  reference 
to  the  Committee  on  Police. 

Mr.  Whttmore— I  presume  that  the  Council 
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will  not  fail  to  note  that  there  was  nothing 
stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  which 
brought  polities  into  the  matter  at  all,  as  I  un- 
derstand it ;  and  I  hope  we  shall  also  approach 
this  matter  deliberately  and  without  regard  to 
the  inflammatory  attempts  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  23  to  bring  politics  into  it.  It  is  per- 
fectly true  that  two  members  of  the  Police  Com- 
mission are  Republicans  of  a  certain  sort,  and 
one  member  is  a  Democrat.  Therefore  it  is  not 
fair  to  consider  this  entirely  in  the  light  of  poli- 
tics. But  the  question  that  staggered  me 
hi  regard  to  it  was  exactly  this:  at 
first  it  seemed  to  me  that  it  was  giv- 
ing too  much  attention,  perhaps,  to  newspa- 
per reports  and  articles.  But  the  discussion 
brought  to  my  mind  the  fact  that  I  read  that 
particular  article,  and  it  seemed  to  me  that  law- 
yers—the district  attorney  and  a  good  many 
other  people  practising  in  the  courts — were 
brought  in  as  vouching  tor  the  truth  of  the  state- 
ments made,  namely,  that  the  Police  Depart- 
ment had  engaged  in  a  number  of  cases  where 
they  had  procured  evidence  by  means  of  spies 
and  detectives  taken  from  their  own  depart- 
ment. I  should  venture  to  dispute  entirely  the 
opinion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  23  that 
such  actions  are  either  desirable  or  allowable  in 
ordinary  cases.  I  will  notinsultthe  intelligence 
of  this  body  by  making  any  such  statement,  and 
I  say  that  instead  of  being  customary  and 
proper  that  public  opinion  is  that  it  is  to  be  irsed 
as  a  last  resort  in  all  cases,  to  attempt  to  provoke 
and  coax  people  to  break  the  law  for  the  sake 
of  evidence  against  them.  I  have  not  followed 
the  matter  particularly,  but  I  have  a  very  clear 
recollection  that  in  repeated  cases  juries  have 
refused  to  convict  in  cases  where  persons— par- 
ticularly the  members  oftthe  Police  Department 
— have  gone  in  and  procured  an  offence  to  be 
committed  in  order  to  furnish  evidence ;  and  I 
will  go  further  and  say  that  in  this  city  of  Bos- 
ton it  is  a  difficult  matter  to  obtain  evidence  to 
convict  any  person  selling  liquor.  It  is  unfortu- 
nately too  true  that  the  evidence  is  before  us  all 
the  time;  that  there  are  drunken  persons  to 
be  seen  in  the  streets  almost  every  day  in  the 
year,  and  that  it  would  be  perfectly  feas- 
ible and  proper  for  any  Police  Department  of 
any  city  to  obtain  as  much  evidence  as  would  be 
required  to  convict  in  any  flagrant  case.  I 
therefore  feel  that  so  far  as  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  23  has  spoken,  he  has  rather  injured  the 
case  of  the  objectors ;  but  in  regard  to  what  this 
Council  ought  to  do  I  was  loath  to  agree  with 
my  friend  from  Ward  7  in  this  matter,  because 
there  have  been  so  many  inquiries  made  and  so 
many  calls  for  investigation  in  past  years,  purely 
on  newspaper  articles,  that  I  thought  we  ought 
to  consider  very  carefully  before  we  entered  into 
the  matter  again,  particularly  this  year.  I  am 
happy  to  say,  sir,  that  the  order  is  so  drawn  that 
one  great  objection  raised  last  year  is  done  away 
with.  This  matter  has  to  go  to  a  joint  com- 
mittee. The  investigation,  if  ordered  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  must  receive  all  the  atten- 
tion that  will  come  from  the  deliberate  acts  of  a 
committee,  which  is  all  the  power  that  the 
full  Council  should  have  in  such  matters.  So 
far  as  the  form  of  the  order  goes,  therefore, 
I  am  very  happy  to  agree  with  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7,  As  to  the  subject  matter  and 
the  clause  which  the  gentleman  has  introduced 
in  regard  to  the  expenditure  of  money,  that 
clearly  brings  it  within  the  scope  and  province 
of  this  Council  to  investigate  if  they  see  fit.  Our 
city  charter  gives  us  that  power ;  in  fact,  gives 
us  that  as  a  duty,  that  where  any  body  is  charged 
with  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money- 
charged  with  the  expenditure,  I  say,  of  the  piib- 
lic  money— not  being  merely  on  behalf  of  the 
city,  but  with  the  expenditure  of  public  money, 
the  city  can  investigate  the  expenditure  of  such 
public  money  or  the  action  of  the  officer  charged 
with  its  disbursement,  and  can  follow  every  cent 
of  that  disbursement  in  any  manner.  It  seems 
to  me,  sir.  that  even  the  small  item  mentioned 
by  the  gentleman— a  bill  of  a  few  dollars  paid 
out  of  the  city  treasury  for  the  procuring  of  wit- 
nesses—is a  matter  which  brings  the  mat- 
ter within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Coun- 
cil. My  views,  therefore,  have  been  relieved 
on  those  two  points,  namely,  that  there  is  a 
foundation,  and  a  substantial  one,  for  an  inves- 
tigation by  the  City  Council  and  its  joint  com- 
mittee, if  it  sees  fit;  and,  in  the  second  place, 
that  the  matter  does  not  rest  on  the  authority 
of  any  one  newspaper,  whether  it  be  a  very  en- 


terprising one  or  not  is  immaterial,  and  there- 
fore we  have  got  so  far  along  towards  a  decision 
of  what  we  ought  to  do.  Lastly,  the  question 
comes  simply  m  regard  to  the  propriety  or  de- 
sirability of  this  Council  ordering  an  investiga- 
tion ;  and  there,  sir,  again  1  desire  to  speak 
without  the  slightest  personal  feeling  in  this 
matter.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  three  mem- 
bers of  the  commission  have  been  personal 
acquaintances  of  mine  for  the  last  three  years, 
and  the  Democratic  member,  Mr.  Lee,  is  an  ac- 
quaintance of  the  last  ten  years.  I  have  not 
certainly  the  slightest  wish  to  put  them  to  any 
inconvenience  or  to  put  any  stigma  upon  them 
in  any  way  or  criticise  their  actions,  except  in  so 
far  as  they  encroach  on  rights  and  privi- 
leges. I  think,  sir,  we  would  do  well  to  pass  the 
order,  send  it  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  let 
them  join  in  the  responsibility,  and  in  the  views 
there  set  forth ;  and,  sir,  I  make  that  suggestion 
because  I  think  that  the  gentlemen  from 
Ward  7  will  feel,  and  must  feel,  the  respon- 
sibility which  he  has  taken  upon  him  in 
the  eyes  of  the  community.  I  judge  from  what 
he  has  said  here,  and  I  have  no  other  source  of 
information,  that  he  feels  that  the  weight  of  evi- 
dence which  he  can  bring  before  the  com- 
mittee is  such  that  a  committee  should 
be  appointed  to  consider  it.  He  does  no 
profess  to  go  upon  newspaper  report.  That 
being  so,  sir,  he  has  taken  upon  himself 
the  serious  responsibility  before  the  public  of 
either  making  good  these  charges  or  else  cover- 
ing himself  with  confusion  and  shame  by  hav- 
ing been  misled  in  the  matter.  And,  sir,  from 
what  I  know  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7. 
from  the  fact  that  he  is  a  member  of  the  legal 
profession,  and  is  bound  to  consider  such  matters 
carefully,  I  do  not  believe  that  he  is  making  a 
fool  of  himself  or  is  inciting  the  members  of  the 
Council  to  make  fools  of  themselves.  I  know 
nothing  of  his  evidence  except  what  he  has 
stated.  But  I  feel  that  the  responsibility  that  he 
must  himself  fee)  in  the  matter  and  his  charac- 
ter is  a  sufficient  warrant  to  me  to  say 
that  I  am  willing  to  vote  on  his  suggestion 
and  recommendation  for  such  a  committee  and 
such  an  investigation  as  he  has  asked  for.  In  a 
matter  of  this  kind  the  decision  of  the  Council 
must  largely  depend  upon  the  amount  of  confi- 
dence which  they  repose  in  the  member  who 
makes  himself  responsible  for  advising  such  a 
course.  For  my  part,  sir,  without  the  slightest 
intention  of  flattering  the  gentleman,  I  will  say 
I  am  willing  to  vote  on  what  he  has  said  tonight, 
as  I  believe  he  must  have  good  reasons  to  bring 
before  the  committee  in  support  of  what  he  has 
offered,  and  which  would  justify  the  investiga- 
tion. Technically,  I  think  that  the  bills,  pre- 
sented, even  if  for  only  a  few  dollars,  will  justify 
the  Council  in  taking  this  action.  But  beyond 
that,  that  I  do  not  think  that  he  will  rest  on  the 
mere  fact  of  that  few  dollars  in  money  being 
paid,  and  I  believe  that  if  he  goes  into  this  mat- 
ter that  he  will  be  fully  able  to  justify  the  con- 
fidence which  the  Council  may  repose  in  him  in 
this  case.  Therefore  I  hope  the  Council  will 
pass  the  order. 

Mr.  Blume— I  neither  rise  to  justify  the  Board 
of  Police  nor  to  praise  them.  I  am  not  here  to 
defend  any  improper  or  unjustifiable  act  of 
which  they  may  have  been  guilty.  I,  however, 
am  frank  to  say  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7 
that  I  do  not  believe  m  the  sincerity  of  his 
"whereases."  The  gentleman  comes  in  here 
with  a  yard  long  of  "whereas  it  has  been 
charged,"  "whereas  this  city,"  and  so  on. 
Charged  by  whom,  I  would  ask?  By  what  has 
been  aptly  characterized  a  sensational,  and  the 
most  sensational,  journal  of  the  city  of  Boston 
today.  I  am  constrained  to  criticise  a  little  this 
motion  on  the  ground  that  were  the  Board  of 
Police  still  a  creature  of  the  City  Council  of  Bos- 
ton there  would  be  no  "whereases"  presented 
here.  I  venture  to  say  that  on  my  own  responsi- 
bility. Does  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  or  the 
other  gentleman  in  this  chamber  believe  that 
this  present  board  is  a  corrupt  board?  Are  they 
not  equal  or  superior  to  the  other  boards  of  police 
that  have  existed  in  the  city  of  Boston  until  the 
Legislature  created  this  board?  There  never 
were  any  "whereases"  before  under  the  state  of 
things  as  they  existed  with  the  old  boards,  when 
the  air  of  Boston  was  full  of  rumors  from  one  end 
of  the  year  to  the  other  of  corruption  and  wrong 
doing.  Never  in  all  the  years  since  I  have  been 
a  member  of  this  Council,  while  the  old  board 
was  is  existence,  did  we  hear  a  single  suggestion 
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in  regard  to  the  investigation  of  the  old  Police 
Commissioners.  Does  any  gentleman  here  be- 
lieve that  if  that  hoard  was  still  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  government  of  the 
city  of  Boston  that  ire  would  hear  anything 
of  this  kind?  No,  no;  we  know  very  well  that 
it  would  not  he  so.  I  would  like  to  ask  also 
whether,  if  I  should  make  a  half  a  dozen  or  a 
dozen  "whereases"  about  the  superintendent  of 
hridges,  of  which  another  journal,  less  sensa- 
tional, has  had  a  great  deal  to  say  within  the 
last  few  days,  if  it  would  be  promptly  called  up 
and  pushed  with  the  unanimity  with  which  this 
case  has  been  pressed.  Very  likely  I  might  sug- 
gest an  amendment  that  would  incorporate  m 
these  "whereases"  two  or  three  other  depart- 
ments, that  would  be  in  less  favorable  odor  with 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  possibly.  I  say  to 
you  that  this  is  all  for  buncombe ;  the  gentleman 
wants  to  be  heard ;  he  is  in  love  with  his  own 
voice  Daughter];  he  wants  to  get  up  before  the 
committee  and  harangue  and  saw  the  air  and 
get  off  some  of  his  Latin  and  surplus  pent-up 
Utica  that  is  within  him.  There  is  nothing  in 
this  at  all.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  7,  and  I 
do  not  wish  to  do  him  any  gross  injustice — I  say 
the  gentleman  has  introduced  this  order  for  pure 
buncombe ;  that  is  the  word,  and  it  will  amount 
to  nothing.  I  say  these  gentlemen  up  in  Pem- 
herton  square  have  done  their  whole  duty ; 
sometimes  disagreeable  undoubtedly  to  some  of 
the  gentlemen,  whether  it  is  a  Mr.  Wholley  that 
sells  the  liquor  or  an  Ah  Sin  who  sells  the  liquor 
and  their  duties  are  not  pleasant.  But  they  have 
duties  to  perform  and  they  have  performed 
them  fearlessly,  and  this  is  the  first  rumor  that 
has  ever  reached  my  ear  that  there  has  been 
anything  wrong  with  the  Board  of  Police.  Why 
is  it  that  not  until  the  29th  of  January  do 
we  hear  anything  of  any  wrong-doing  or 
malfeasance  of  any  nature  in  the  office  of 
these  gentlemen?  Have  they  become  bad  all 
at  once?  Have  they"  resorted  to  these  base  prac- 
tices at  one  bound?  Iain  perfectly  willing  that 
we  should  investigate.  I  think  it  may  result  in 
some  good.  But  I  question  the  sincerity  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  7  and  the  general  utility 
of  the  order.  I  do  not  fear  anything  on  behalf 
of  the  Board  of  Police.  I  venture  to  say  that 
they  will  go  hence  with  their  withers  unwrung, 
and  that  the  gentleman,  after  his  eloquence  lias 
evaporated,  will  also  be  perfectly  content,  and 
will  acknowledge  that  they  have  done  their 
duty. 

Mr.  Richards— Mr.  President,  I  think  this 
matter  may  involve  a  question  of  legal  proced- 
ure, a  question  of  about  how  far  the  detective 
system  should  be  used,  and  it  may  involve  also 
some  legal  questions.  Therefore  it  seems  to  mo 
that  the  proper  committee  to  refer  to  would  bo 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Fowi.kk— If  the  Council  lias  no  objection 
I  will  move  to  refer  to  Committee  on  Judiciary, 
instead  of  the  Committee  on  Police. 

Mr.  Whall— I  object. 

The  President— One  member  having  ob- 
jected the  question  will  bo  on  referring  to  the 
Committee  on  Police. 

Mr.  Richards— I  move  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Sanger— It  .seems  to  me  that  from  the 
very  fact  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  ob- 
jects to  so  fair  a  reference  of  this  matter  shows 
that  he  intended  that  it  should  be  a  political 
scheme,  although  in  his  opening  remarks  ho 
wanted  us  to  believe  thai  he  did  not  intend  that 

politics  should   enter   into   the   question   at    all. 

When  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  in  his  en- 
deavor to  pour  oil  upon  the  troubled  waters, 
said  he  knew  the  gentlemen  constituting  the 
Board  of  Police,  I  wish  he  had  seen  his  way 
clear  to  not  only  say  that  he  knew  them,  hut. 
knew  them  to  be  perfectly  upright,  efficient 
public  servants  who  are  enforcing  all  laws  they 
have  to  deal  with  in  a  way  that  no  citizen  of 
Boston  can  find  any  just  cause  of  complaint.  I 
say  that,  and  I  say  that  every  Republican  and 
Democrat  in  this  chamber  believes  it;  and  thai- 
politics  should  not  be  brought  into  this  quest  ion 
at  all.  It  happened  to  me,  Mr.  President,  to  he 
associated  for  some,  time  with  the  prosecuting 
office  in  this  city,  and  I  had,  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
considerable  experience  in  prosecuting  eases  lor 
the  violation  of  the  tax  laws  of  the  United  Stales. 
During  the  last  few  months  that  I  was  in  that 
office  it  was  my  misfortune  to  have  to  present  to 
the  grand    jury   and    lo    the    petit    jury    cases  in 

which  spotters,  not  officers  of  the  United  States, 


were  used  as  witnesses,  because  the  United 
States  government  had  reduced  their  force  of 
officers  so  much  that  there  were  not  sufficient 
officers  to  enforce  the  laws,  and  the  clamor  was 
so  strong  for  the  enforcement  of  the  laws  that  it 
became  necessary  to  employ  spotters.  But  spot- 
ters were  employed  only  a  short  time  while  1 
was  there.  Mr.  President.  I  know  that  the  ob- 
taining of  evidence  against  persons  violating 
the  liquor  laws  is  a  very  difficult  matter.  Gen- 
erally the  only  testimony  which  comes  before 
the  courts  is  on  the  part  of  neighbors  and  per- 
sons objecting  conscientiously  and  scrupulously 
to  the  sale  of  liquor,  whose  feelings  are  biased ; 
complaints  are  made  to  rival  dealers  in  the  vi- 
cinity who  say  they  have  conformed  to  the  law, 
and  that  John  Smith  is  not  conforming  to  the  law, 
and  that  those  who  have  conformed  to  the  law 
should  be  protected.  Now  in  this  case  there  is 
not  one  word  said  about  hiring  or  employing 
spotters  independent  of  the  police  force  to  see 
that  the  liquor  laws  are  enforced,  and  I  applaud 
everything,  so  far  as  my  information  goes,  that 
the  Board  of  Police  have  done.  I  have  had  a 
good  deal  of  knowledge  of  the  doings  of  the 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Police  in  enforcing  the 
liquor  law,  and  I  believe  that  everything  they 
have  done  is  right  and  proper,  and  that  we  as 
good  citizens  of  the  city  of  Boston  should  sup- 
port them  in  their  well-doing. 

Mr.  Whall— When  I  first  made  my  remarks 
on  this  subject  this  evening,  I  said,  and  said  sin- 
cerely, that  I  broached  the  subject  in  no  partisan 
spirit;  that  I  wished  to  deal  with  it  simply  as  a 
citizen  of  ."Boston  who  desired  decency  and  fair 
play  in  the  administration  of  justice  in  our 
courts.  But  who  has  brought  politics  into  this 
matter?  My  thoughts  were  no  sooner  given  to 
this  Council,  than,  immediately,  like  the  En- 
chanted Army  of  oid,  up  sprang  every  Republi- 
can lawyer,  I  apologize ;  —  not  every  one,  but 
nearly  every  one— in  this  branch  to  oppose  the 
motion,  and  why?  Because  they  imagined  that 
it  was  their  baby  which  was  going  to  be  spanked. 
They  forgot  that  there  are  times  when  they 
might  leave  behind  them  their  partisanship  and 
party  feelings.  They  forgot  that  there  arc  times 
when  they  should  rise  above  party  and  attend 
to  the  duties  of  complete  citizenship.  They  forgot 
that  there  are  times  when  they  should  remem- 
ber, in  the  consideration  of  certain  subjects,  that 
we  are  all  citizens  of  Boston,  proud  of  her  good 
name  and  anxious  to  have  that  good  name  pre- 
served Cor  ourselves  and  for  our  descendants.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  ll  who  is  so  fond  of  sling- 
ing his  Sesquipedalian  adjectives,  who  deems 
everything  Utopian  and  chimerical  and  phe- 
nomenal, who  seems  to  dig  to  the  deepest  depths 
of  his  dictionary  to  find  adjectives  of  a  sufficiently 
bewildering  nature  to  characterize  everything 
that  docs  not  agree  himself,  says  that  the  mo- 
tive of  the  gentleinan  from  Ward  7  is  to  gain 
some  little  notoriety.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  7  has  no  necessity  in  these  days  to  stoop 
to  smirching  honest  men  in  order  to  gain  noto- 
riety lor  himself.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  7 
would  he  false  to  the  reputation  which  he  has 
if  for  a  moment  he  should,  to  further  his  own 
political  purposes,  smirch  the  character  or  stain 
the  reputation  of  a  political  opponent;  no  gen- 
tleman should  know  that  better  than  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  11.  If  the  gentleinan  from 
Ward  11  knows  that  investigations  directed 
against  himself  last  year  were  simply  throttled 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7,  because  upon 
investigation  he  found  that  the  gentleinan  from 
Ward  II  is  what  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  is 
willing  to  admit,  an  honorable  gentleinan.  [Ap- 
plause among  the  spectators.]  It  is  unfair  for 
li in)  to  say  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7 
Started  this  investigation  lo  gain  political  noto- 
riety. The  gentleman  from  Ward  7  is  not  a  no- 
vice in  politics  ;  he  has  come  to  stay,  and  proba- 
bly he  will  be  heard  from  later  on,  and  it 
wi'll  not  require  even  the,  passage  of  this  or- 
der to  prolong  his  political  life.  [Applause.] 
1  was  honest,  1  was  sincere  when  I  moved  the 
adoption  of  this  preamble  and  order.  I  thought. 
I  he  lime  had  come  when,  if  these  charges  were 
true,  Boston's  representatives,  which  we  are, 
should  say  thai  her  police  Officers  should  not 
stoop  to  consorting  Willi  prostitutes  and  courte- 
sans, thai  they  should  not  descend  lothe  method 
of  intoxicating  8  mere  lad  lo  procure  evidence 
of  sales  of  liquor  (o  a .minor.  If  the  gentleinan 
thinks  that  there  is  nothing  in  Ibis  to  investi- 
gate, if  he  is  willing  that  our  police  officers 
should  walk  the  streets  in  civilians'  clothes  and 
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consort  with  lewd  women  of  the  town  in  the 
prosecution  of  their  duties,  then  the  gentle- 
man's ideas  of  decency  and  fair  play  are  differ- 
ent from  mine.  I  believe  that  the  laws 
can  he  enforced  without  recourse  to  spot- 
ters and  spies.  I  am  not  here  to  de- 
fend illegal  liquor  selling.  I  helieve  that 
the  liquor  laws  should  be  enforced.  I  believe 
that  those  who  transgress  its  provisions  should 
be  fined;  as  a  public  officer  it  is  my  duty  to 
think  so.  As  an  honest  man,  who  has  the  wel- 
fare of  the  community  at  heart,  it  is  my  duty  to 
think  so.  And  the  gentleman  does  me  wrong 
when  he  thinks  that  I  propose  this  investiga- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  defending  liquor  selling. 
What  I  am  here  for  is  this:  If  the  police  can  de- 
scend to  such  methods  with  regard  to  liquor 
prosecutions,  what  is  there  to  prevent  them 
from  using  similar  methods  in  ferreting  out  all 
sorts  of  crime?  There  is  a  line  in  the  detection 
of  crime  at  which  decent  and  honorable  men 
must  stop.  There  is  a  Rubicon  that  cannot  be 
crossed  by  decent  and  honorable  men.  And  I 
say  that  when  the  Police  Department  of  the 
city  of  Boston  descends  to  methods  such  as  I 
have  indicated  before,  when  it  goes,  through 
one  of  its  tried  officers,  to  a  house  of  prostitution 
on  Dover  street,  and  takes  a  lewd  woman  from 
that  house,  and  brings  her  to  a  saloon,  and  that 
officer  procures  liquor  simply  because  he  is  in 
company  with  a  woman  of  the  town,  I  say  that 
our  Police  Department  lias  crossed  the  Rubicon, 
and  the  time  has  come  for  honest  men  to  tell 
them  that  they  shall  proceed  thus  far  and  no 
farther.  I  do  feel  thus,  not  because  I  am  a  Dem- 
ocrat, not  because  I  am  a  Republican.  I  am  not 
aiming  at  the  legislative  bantling  that  was 
foisted  upon  us  for  the  fathering.  I  care  no- 
thing about  the  Board  of  Metropolitan  Police. 
I  have  more  to  lose  by  my  conduct  tonight  than 
I  have  to  gain.  I  am  a  petitioner  for  professional 
favors  from  the  Board  of  Police.  Every  lawyer 
who  lias  a  practice  is  such  a  petitioner.  I  know 
not  what  my  course  tonight  may  lead  to  when 
I  come  knocking  at  their  doors  for  favors. 
I  care  not.  The  Board  of  Police  is  not  necessary 
for  my  living.  I  can  live  without  them.  I  have 
something  to  lose,  and  I  realize  that  to  tonight 
when  I  take  the  position  I  do.  But  I  will  tell 
my  friend  from  Ward  11,  that  I  did  not  do  it 
until  I  had  hesitated  for  some  time.  I  do  it 
from  a  sense  of  duty.  If  the  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  are  willing  that  party  lines  shall  run 
through  our  vote,  if  they  are  willing  that  the 
public  of  the  city  of  Boston  shall  know  that  the 
Republicans  of  the  Common  Council  are  willing 
to  apologize  for  and  to  cloak  methods  such  as 
have  been  charged  to  have  been  used  by  the 
Board  of  Police  and  its  aids,  then  I  am  willing 
that  the  public  should  know  the  sentiment  of 
the  members  of  the  different  parties.  But  in  the 
beginning,  before  I  said  a  word  about  these 
charges,  I  expressly  stated  that  I  approached  the 
subject  in  no  partisan  spirit.  I  have  dealt  with 
it  all  through  in  no  partisan  spirit.  But  every 
person  who  has  attacked  the  order,  every  person 
who  has  tried  to  stifle  it  by  a  reference  here,  a 
reference  there,  or  an  assignment  to  some  other 
time,  has  come  from  one  party,— and  why? 
Why  are  they  making  a  party  question  of  it?  If 
the  Board  of  Police  are  as  immaculate  as  these 
gentlemen  would  have  us  believe,  if  these 
charges  are  cut  from  whole  cloth,  why  are  they 
afraid  to  put  their  men  to  the  test?  I  said  in 
my  first  speech  that  I  would  be  glad  if  the 
charges  were  proven  untrue,  and  I  was  sincere 
when  I  said  that.  I  now  repeat  that,  for  the 
sake  of  the  fair  fame  of  the  city  of  Boston,  I 
hope  these  charges  are  unfounded;  but  I 
want  to  tell  the  gentleman  this  one  thing: 
charges  made  in  a  respectable  journal, 
charges  made  in  a  journal  whose  char- 
acter is  high',  despite  the  petty  slings  and 
trifling  slurs  that  have  been  thrown  out  to- 
night, charges  made  by  a  journal  of  the  stand- 
ing of  the  Boston  Daily  Globe,  charges  made  of 
such  a  character  hi  such  a  journal,  should  cause 
us  to  stop,  to  listen  and  reflect.  If  there  was  not 
something  behind  these  charges,  I  venture  to 
assert  that  the  Boston  Daily  Globe  would  not 
have  published  them.  The  gentleman  wronged 
me  again  when  he  said  that  if  he  had  brought  in 
his  "whereases"  and  introduced  an  order  of  in- 
vestigation concerning  the  Bridge  Department, 
I  would  interpose  objections.  I  tell  him  now 
that  if  he  can  lay  a  substantial  basis,  such  as  has 
been  laid  in  these  "whereases,"  I  will  vote  for 
him  every  time  to  investigate  the  Bridge  De- 


partment or  any  other  department.  I  am  always 
m  favor  of  investigating,  except  where  I  think 
such  investigation  is  tohe  used  only  for  politi- 
cal capital.  In  the  beginning  of  last  year,  when- 
ever the  basis  was  laid  for  an  investigation,  I 
voted  for  it.  I  will  vote  now  for  any  order  of  in- 
vestigation that  presents  in  its  preamble  such 
solid  facts  as  those  I  have  given.  What  do  those 
preambles  say?  Simply  that  these  officers  are 
tempting  liquor  dealers  to  commit  crime ;  that 
they  are  taking  young  boys  around— and  on  that 
I  wish  to  reply  to  the  remarks  of  my  friend  from 
Ward  23,  or  from  somewhere  in  the  country. 
The  second  charge  is  that  a  boy  drank  the 
liquor  and  got  drunk.  The  gentleman  says  they 
did  not  do  it,  but  they  probably  preserved  it  and 
presented  it  for  evidence,  Well,  they  must 
have  used  a  stomach  pump  on  that  young  fel- 
low to  get  the  liquor  out  of  him  for  evidence. 
The  other  charge,  and  it  is  one  that  I  dislike  to  re- 
fer to.  is  the  bringing  in  of  these  low,  vile  women 
to  aid  them  in  securing  evidence.  If  the  gentle- 
men who  belong  to  the  other  side  of  the  house 
are  willing,  when  charges  such  as  these  have 
been  made,  and  made  not  only  by  a  respectable 
journal,  but  made  on  the  authority  of  a  gentle- 
man whose  position  forbids  me  from  mention- 
ing his  name. — if  they  are  willing  that  these 
charges  shall  be  smothered,  let  the  blame  be- 
long to  them.  I  have  done  my  duty  in  the 
premises. 

Mr.  Light— I  rise  tonight  to  speak  hi  behalf  of 
a  gentleman  whose  name  has  been  brought  in 
here  tonight  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7. 
and  that  is  Officer  Perry.  I  know  him  to  be  an 
honest,  upright  man.  I  understood  the  gentle- 
man to  state  that  Officer  Perry  made  false  re- 
turns. * 

Mr.  W  hall— He  said  so  himself. 

Mr.  Light— I  want  to  say  a  word  in  his  favor. 
I  have  known  him  for  years,  and  I  believe  that 
he  is  an  honest  man.  Every  law-abiding  citizen 
in  Dorchester  respects  him.  He  was  selected  by 
the  Board  of  Police  to  represent  them  in  the 
prosecution  of  liquor  cases,  and  if  he  has  made 
any  false  returns  it  was  under  the  jurisdiction 
and  direction  of  his  superior  officer. 

Mr.  F.  R.  Morrison  moved  that  the  order  be 
indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Whitmore  raised  the  point  of  order  that 
the  motion  was  not  in  order,  and  the  president 
ruled  the  point  well  taken. 

Mr.  Ladd — In  what  I  say  in  regard  to  this  mat- 
ter I  do  not  wish  to  bring  in  any  politics.  I 
never  yet  have  opposed  an  investigation  since  I 
have  been  in  this  body,  and  I  do  not  propose  to 
now,  and  I  never  shall  oppose  investigations 
when  they  are  properly  conducted  or  properly 
brought  before  this  body,  and  proper  action  in 
reference  to  them  is  taken.  I  am  perfectly  wil- 
ling that  this  investigation  should  be  made,  but 
it  seems  to  me  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
21  has  made  a  proper  motion  in  regard  to  this 
matter— that  it  be  referred  to  the  Board  of  Po- 
lice for  their  answers  to  these  charges.  They 
are  not  in  a  proper  position  to  answer  every 
newspaper  report  in  regard  to  their  doings,  but 
when  this  City  Council  presents  the  charges,  in 
the  way  that  this  order  would  present  them,  to 
that  board,  they  would  receive  respectful  atten- 
tion :  and  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  due  in  courte- 
sy to  that  board,  when  accusations  of  this  char- 
acter are  brought  against  them,  that  they  should 
have  an  opportunity  to  put  in  their  answer  m 
the  beginning  of  the  investigation  to  those 
charges,  so  that  the  charges  and  their  answer 
may  rest  side  by  side.  Then,  if  their  answer 
seems  to  us  to  justify  the  investigation,  in  view 
of  the  charges,  an  investigation  can  be  ordered, 
and  I  for  one  should  not  oppose  it.  I  am  always 
in  favor  of  investigations  when  there  is  the 
least  intimation  that  any  wrong  has  been  com- 
mitted or  any  improper  action  lias  been  taken. 
It  seems  to  me  in  this  case,  in  the  view  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  7,  that  justice  was  finally 
rendered  by  a  jury,  but  be  tnat  as  it  may,  if  this 
be  a  bonafide  effort  at  investigation  in  this 
matter  I  am  heartily  in  favor  of  it,  but  if  it  be 
an  attack  upon  the  Police  Department  of  our 
city  I  wish  to  say  a  word  in  regard  to  it. 
It  has  been  my  fortune  to  have  seen  the  police 
forces  of  every  large  city  in  our  country  this 
side  of  the  Rocky  mountains,  and  I  must  say, 
and  I  say  it  carefully,  that  our  police  force,  in 
my  judgment,  ever  since  I  have  known  it— for  10 
or  12  years  past — has  been  the  superior  of  any 
police  force  in  any  city  that  I  have  visited,  and 
vastly  superior  to  the  police  force  in  many  of  our 
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larger  cities,  and  that  is  a  reason,  in  my  judg- 
ment, why  we  should  give  ourPoliceDepartment  a 
chance  to  ho  heard  before  we  rush  into  an  inves- 
tigation in  this  matter,  and  as  I  said  before,  it 
is  but  courtesy  to  them  that  we  give  them  a 
chance  to  file  their  answer  before  us.  I  am 
heartily  in  favor  of  the  motion  made  by  the 
member  from  "Ward  21. 

Mr.  Wilson — Having  in  the  past  year  been  the 
victim  of  the  sophistry  and  brilliant  intellect  of 
the  senior  member  of  the  Council,  I  am  glad  for 
once  to  agree  with  him  in  regard  to  the  subject 
of  investigations.  I  was  very  much  amused  this 
evening  by  the  very  skilful  and  scholarly  man- 
ner in  which  he  brought  this  investigation 
within  the  pale  of  the  powers  of  this  Council, 
when  other  investigations  had  only  met  his 
brilliant  opposition.  I  have  seen  the  gentleman 
when  a  matter  was  introduced  into  this  Council 
in  as  good  faith— admitting  that  the  gentleman 
who  introduced  this  order  introduced  it  in  good 
faith,  and  perfectly  good  faith — I  have  seen  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  treat  a  matter  brought 
m  herein  equally  good  faith  in  a  manner  which 
I  am  ashamed  to  contemplate  now.  I  for  one  do 
not  believe  in  standing  here  and  defeating  an 
investigation  of  this  kind  from  partisan  mo- 
tives or  because  my  friends  need  shelter.  If 
my  friends  are  guilty,  let  them  be  shown  up; 
if  my  political  associates  are  guilty  let  them  be 
shown  up.  If  any  member  of  tills  Council  arises 
here  and  takes  upon  himself  the  responsibility 
of  casting  imputations  against  people  and  mak- 
ing charges  against  them,  I  believe  in  throwing 
that  responsibility  upon  him,  and  let  him  shoul- 
der it,  and  as  he  bears  that  responsibility  I  be- 
lieve he  should  stand  in  this  chamber.  I  have 
stood  here  .myself  and  made  charges  which  I 
was  willing  to  take  the  responsibility  of  prov- 
ing, and  I  asked  this  Council  to  give  me  every 
opportunity  to  do  so,  and  the  member  from 
Ward  12,  with  his  brilliant  intellect,  shut  me 
out.  [Laughter.]  I  admit,  Mr.  President,  that  I 
was  defeated,  but  the  cause  is  going  on.  Every 
investigation  that  is  put  down,  that  is  opposed, 
that  is  smothered,  in  this  Council  chamber,  is 
only  another  nail  in  the  coffin  of  this  Common 
Council,  and  I  for  one  do  not  believe  in  using 
the  political  position  which  we  have  here  with 
our  political  associates,  in  smothering  investiga- 
tions, but  I  do  believe  that  every  gentleman, 
having  taken  upon  himself  the  responsibility 
of  making  charges,  should  have  the  responsi- 
bility cast  upon  him  of  proving  those  charges, 
and  I  for  one  shall  vote  for  this  investigation, 
not  because  I  believe  that  the  Board  of  Police 
Commissioners  have  done  any  wrong  in  this 
matter— I  do  not  believe  it;  I  believe  they 
have  acted  with  integrity.  If  they,  having 
acted  with  integrity,  have  done  no  injury, 
the  member  from  Ward  7  occupies  a  very  small 
position  in  my  mind;  if  they  have  not  acted 
with  integrity  I  believe  that  they  should  hi' 
held  up  to  public  scorn,  and  I  should  be  opposed 
to  them  as  much  as  if  they  were  members  of  the 
Democratic  party,  Mugwumps,  belonged  to  the 
labor  organizations,  or  anything  else.  I  do  not 
believe  in  politics  coming  into  this  Council, 
where  charges  of  incompetency  or  wrong  doing 
have  been  brought  against  a  department.  These 
are  my  reasons,  in  short,  for  voting  for  these  or- 
ders, and  I  say  this  because  of  the  peculiar  char- 
acter of  this  order,  starting  off  with  a  recital  of 
"whereases"  —  whereas  certain  charges  have 
been,  whereas  a  certain  journal  has  made 
charges  and  brought  charges  against  a  certain 
board.  I  say,  Mr.  President,  that  it  matters  not, 
if  a  member  is  willing  to  stand  up  here  and  re- 
peat the  charges  stated  i"  a  journal,  if  lie  is  will- 
ing to  take  tin-  responsibility  of  doing  that  and 
refers  to  that  journal  as  his  authority— I  don't 
care  whether  that  journal  is  a  sheet  like  the 
H  iston  Daily  Globe,  which  is  at  one  end  of  the 
line  or  the  IJoston  Post  that  may  beat  the  other 
end— I  believe  that  if  charges  are  made  in  pub- 
lic print  they  should  be  investigated  in  this  City 
Hall,  if  possible,  and  the  parties  held  to  strict 
accountability.  lam  so  firmly  of  that  opinion 
that  I  shall  later  on  introduce  an  order  founded 
on  much  the  same  sort  of  testimony,  to  investi- 
gate a  department  in  this  City  Hall,  and  I  shall 
ask  those  Democrats  who  now  vote  for  this  or- 
der on  this  testimony  and  on  this  ground  to  sup- 
port my  order,  which  is  of  the  same  nature. 

Mr.  Fhost — 1  rise  with  a  feeling  of  regret  that 
such  an  order  should  have  been  put  into  this 
Council.  Those  are  very  serious  charges,  Mr. 
President,  against  the  police  force  of  our  city, 


and  as  I  have  had  some  experience  in  our  own 
city  and  in  other  cities  in  our  own  country  and 
in  foreign  countries,  I  must  say,  sir,  that  our  po- 
lice department,  so  far  as  my  observation  goes, 
is  as  good  a  department  and  is  as  well  managed 
a  department  as  any  department  in  any  city 
that  I  was  ever  in.  Now,  sir,  these  serious 
charges,  if  there  is  cause  for  them,  are  to  be  re- 
gretted deeply ;  but,  sir,  before  we  enter  into 
anything  of  this  kind  I  think  we  should  give  the 
Police  Commissioners  an  opportunity  to  reply. 
After  hearing  their  reply  we  can  take  action 
upon  this  subject  with  more  clearness  and  with 
a  better  understanding  than  we  can  at  the 
present  time,  and  I  hope,  sir,  that  this  matter 
will  be  referred  to  the  Board  of  Police. 

Mr.  Whall — I  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  hope  that  the  gentleman 
will  withdraw  that  motion  for  the  previous 
question  for  one  moment,  that  I  may  refer  to 
the  pending  motion. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  In 
order  to  save  my  rights  I  shall  object  to  the  gen- 
tleman withdrawing  it,  unless  the  gentleman 
who  has  risen — the  gentleman  from  Ward  12— 
allows  me  an  opportunity,  if  I  see  lit,  to  reply  to 
any  remarks  he  may  make. 

Ihe  President— Mr.  Whall  moves  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  Whall— I  withdraw  the  motion  for  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Notwithstanding  the  danger 
to  which  I  have  exposed  the  Council  by  con- 
senting to  that  last  vote,  I  venture  to  say  that 
the  motion  now  before  the  Council,  as  I  under- 
stand it,  is  on  the  reference  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee.  I  wish  to  strenuously  object  to 
such  a  reference,  because  that  committee,  in  my 
judgment  and  estimation,  has  no  such  powers 
as  a  joint  committee  has.  I  won't  go  into  the 
question  of  last  year.  I  think  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  9  will  not  find  it  necessary  to 
say  anything  on  that  point,  that  it  was  consid- 
erably discussed  in  the  committee  as  to  whether 
a  committee  of  one  branch  had  any  particular 
powers,  although  a  joint  committee  might  or 
might  not  have  very  considerable  powers. 
Now,  sir,  I  objected  last  year,  and  I  object  now,  to 
sending  any  matter  of  this  kind  to  a  committee 
of  one  branch  only,  because,  as  it  seems  to  me, 
and  I  think  the  opinion  of  the  corporation  coun- 
sel, in  print,  bears  it  out,  that  if  they  do  so  they 
are  relying  on  a  very  slender  reed,  and  as  chair- 
man ol  that  committee  I  object  very  much  to 
going  through  the  farce  of  a  hearing,  when  I 
know  that  I  have  no  power  to  compel  the  at- 
tendance of  witnesses  or  anything  in  particular, 
except  as  the  witnesses  choose  to  come  before 
the  committee  and  state.  I  desire  to  say  in  re- 
gard to  last  year  only  this  one  thing,  and  I  think 
that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  will  not  con- 
n-avert it,  that  I  expressed  myself  then,  and  I 
also  express  myself  now  as  being  in  favor  of  any 
investigation  with  even  a  reasonable  shadow  of 
evidence  behind  it,  which  is  put  into  the  hands 
of  a  joint  committee  of  the  City  Council.  1  be- 
lieve that  investigations  are  a  part  of  our  duty, 
but  I  also  firmly  believe  that  that  duty  can  only 
be  exercised  by  a  joint  committee,  and  therefore 
I  hope  the  motion  to  refer  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee will  not  prevail,  hut  that  it  may  be  with- 
drawn, and  then  we  shall  be  confined  to  the 
question,  if  we  wish  to  have  an  investigation,  as 
to  whether  it  shall  be  done  by  a  special  commit- 
tee or  shall  be  done  by  the  Committee  on  Po- 
lice. On  that  question  I  do  not  speak,  but  I  do 
object,  as  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
agains  its  being  expected  that  that  committee 
can  do  anything  in  particular.  If  wo  are  ordered 
to  do  it  we  shall  try  to  do  it,  but  I  know  in  the 
beginning  that  the  first  man  who  gets  up  and 
objects  to  our  authority  will  he  sustained  by  the 
law.  Therefore,  I  hope  the  whole  matter  will 
not  be  made  a  farce  of  by  sending  it  to  a  com- 
mittee of  this  branch  only. 

Mr.  Bowman— The  charge  made  against  the 
Hoard  of  Police  is  a  serious  one,  and  I  am  in 
favor  of  a  full  investigation.  II'  the.  statements 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  are  true 
the  attention  ol' the  head  of  the  State  govern- 
ment should  he  called  to  the  fact.  If  the  state- 
ments are  untrue  the  Hoard  of  Police  should 
have  an  opportunity  to  prove  the  falsity  of  the 
charges.  For  that  reason  I  shall  vote  in  favor 
of  investigation. 

Mr.  Dewey— To  the  best  of  my  ability  I  have 
attended  to  all  the  remarks  which  have  been 
made  by  the  gentlemen   on  both   sides   of  the 
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House.  But  none  the  less  I  am  strongly  of  the 
opinion  that  the  only  proper  and  respectful  way 
for  us  to  act  in  the  matter  is  to  first  refer  the 
charges  to  the  Board  of  Police  and  give 
them  an  opportunity  to  answer  as  hest  they  may. 
I  have  confidence  in  the  members  of  that  Board 
and  I  believe  they  will  answer  the  charges  to 
our  entire  satisfaction.  If  they  do  not  then  at 
our  next  meeting  we  can  order  such  an  investi- 
gation as  may  seem  proper.  I  do  not  wish  to 
say  anything  about  the  charges  themselves.  The 
charges  are  grave  enough  if  they  are  true,  al- 
though as  I  culled  them  from  the  order  they 
were  four  in  number,  one  that  police  officers 
while  engaged  on  liquor  duty  wore  citizens' 
clothing — 

Mr.  Whall— Bought  drinks,  not  wore  citizens' 
clothing,  but  bought  liquor. 

Mr.  Dewey — And  that  they  bought  liquor. 

Mr.  Whall- That  is  it. 

Mr.  Dewey— "Well,  according  to  my  ideas,  the 
buying  of  liquor  for  use  in  a  trial  is  neither 
morally  nor  legally  wrong.  The  wrong,  if  wrong 
there  be,  is  in  the  selling  of  the  liquor  by  one 
who  has  no  right  to  sell  it.  But  as  I  say,  I  have 
no  wish  to  go  into  the  charges  themselves.  I  do 
hope,  however,  that  we  shall  show  the  respect 
to  which  this  board  is  entitled,  and  shall  give 
them  an  opportunity  to  be  heard.  ~  The  gentle- 
man from  Ward  7  has  said  that  no  sooner  had 
he  finished  his  remarks  than  at  once  the  Repub- 
lican lawyers  jumped  up  and  began  discussing 
this  matter  from  a  party  standpoint.  As  I  re- 
member the  thoughts  which  I  had  in  my  mind 
when  I  spoke  upon  these  charges,  there  were  no 
partisan  thoughts.  As  I  remember  the  words 
that  I  used,  I  can  surely  recall  nothing  which 
appeared  to  be  partisan. 

Mr.  Whall— If  the  gentleman  will  allow  me, 
I  did  not  mean  him.  I  referred  to  the  orator 
from  the  rural  district. 

Mr.  Dewey- I  have  no  less  respect  for  the 
Democratic  member  of  that  board  than  I  have 
for  the  Republican  member,  When  I  spoke  of 
my  confidence  in  the  board  I  had  in  mind  the 
Democratic  member  equally  with  the  Republi- 
can members.  In  fact,  so  far  as  my  experience 
has  been  before  that  board,  I  think  I  can  look  to 
the  Democratic  member  for  more  impartiality, 
as  it  appeared  to  me  at  that  time,  than  I  can 
to  the  Republican  members.  I  hope  that  both 
motions  to  refer  to  committees  of  this  govern- 
ment will  fail  of  passage  and  that  my  motion  to 
refer  the  matter  to  the  Board  of  Police,  which 
will  necessitate  a  delay  of  but  one  week,  may 
prevail. 

Mr.1  Whall  moved  the  previous  question :  de- 
clared carried,  33  in  favor,  24  against.  Mr.  Rich- 
ards doubted  the  vote,  and  on  his  motion  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.  The  main  question 
was  ordered;  yeas  37,  nays 25: 

Yeas— Bowman,  Carroll,  Cochran,  Coleman, 
Connolly,  Coyle,  Desmond,  Dolan,  Duggan, 
Dunn,  Foss,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Haggerty, 
Harrington,  Hayes,  Kelly,  Kennedy,  Leary, 
McEnaney,  McKenna,  McNary,  J.  Murphy,  J.  J. 
Murphy.  W.  H.  Murphy,  Nunan,  O'Mealey, 
Perry,  Reilly,  Short,  Snow.  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R. 
Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevens,  Tracey,  Whall, 
Whitmore— 37. 

Nays — Atwood,  Blume,  Burr,  Carstenson, 
Chamberlain,  Clark,  Dewey,  Fisher,  Fottler, 
Fowler,  Frost,  Ladd,  Lattimore,  Light,  F.  Mori- 
son,  F.  R.  Morrison.  Norton,  Perkins,  Richards, 
Sanger,  Shaw,  E.  Sullivan,  Thayer,  Tuttle,  Wil- 
son—25. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Barry,  Davern,  J.  Gal- 
lagher, Keliher,  Lauten,  Mahonev,  J.  Murphy, 
C.  C.  Powers,  E  J.  Powers,  Webster— 10. 

The  order  was  declared  passed.  Mr.  Dewey 
doubted  the  vote,  and  asked  for  a  rising  vote. 
Mr.  Whall  doubted  the  vote  and  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered.  The  order 
was  passed ;  yeas  51,  nays  13: 

Yeas— Atwood,  Blume,  Bowman,  Burr,  Carroll, 
Cochran,  Coleman,  Connolly,  Coyle,  Desmond, 
Dolan,  Duggan,  Dunn,  Foss,  Fottler,  P.  J.  Galla- 
gher, Gomez,  Haggerty,  Harrington,  Hayes,  Kel- 
ley,  Kennedy,  Ladd,  Lattimore,  Lauten,  Leary, 
McEnaney,  McKenna,  McNary,  F.  Morison,  J. 
.T.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Nunan,  O'Mealey, 
Perry,  E.  J.  Powers,  Reillv.  Richards.  Shaw, 
Short,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  J.H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sul- 
livan, Sundberg,  Teevens,  Tracey,  Tuttle, Whall, 
Whitmore,  Wilson— 51. 

Nays— Carstenseii.Chamberlain,  Clark,  Dewey, 

R.  Morrison, 
-13. 


Fisher,  Fowler,  Frost,  Light,'  f! 
Norton,  Perkins,  Sanger,  Thayer— 


Absent  or  not  voting— Barry,  Davern,  J.  Galla- 
gher, Keliher,  Mahoney,  J.  Murphy,  C.C. Powers, 
Webster— 8. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

The  president  appointed  Messrs.  Whall,  Wil- 
son, Whitmore,  R.  Sullivan  and  Ladd  on  said 
committee. 

Sent  up. 

SUB-DIVISION  OF  CONTRACTS. 

Early  in  the  session  Mr.  Wilson  offered  the 
following,  which,  on  his  motion,  were  specially 
assigned  to  8  o'clock  this  evening: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
consider  the  advisability  of  amending  Section  2 
of  Chapter  17  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1885, 
as  amended  by  Chapter  37  of  Ordinances  of  1886, 
by  striking  out  the  word  "the"  and  inserting 
in  place  thereof  the  word  "any,"  and  by  striking- 
out  the  words  "under  a  contract,"  so  that  the 
first  two  lines  of  said  section  shall  read :  "In 
case  the  amount  of  any  estimated  expenditure 
exceeds  two  thousand  dollars." 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
consider  the  advisability  of  amending  Chapter 
17  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1885,  as  amended 
by  Chapter  37  of  Ordinances  of  188G,  by  adding 
thereto  the  following  section : 

"When  the  total  estimated  amount  of  any  ex- 
penditure for  work,  labor,  materials  or  supplies 
to  be  done  or  furnished  under  contract,  exceeds 
$2000,  such  work,  labor,  materials  or  supplies 
shall  not  be  sub-divided  into  separate  portions 
or  be  made  the  subject  of  separate  contracts,  one 
or  more  of  which  may  be  less  than  $2000,  unless 
the  approval  thereof  by  the  mayor  in  writing 
shall  have  been  first  obtained." 

After  action  on  the  police  investigation  order, 
Mr.  Wilson  called  up  the  two  orders,  and  they 
were  considered. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  think  it  is  well  for  me,  in  in- 
troducing these  orders  for  the  consideration  of 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  to  explain  my 
object  in  so  doing,  and  my  object  in  desiring  to 
amend  the  ordinances  as  they  stand.  Last  year 
it  came  to  my  attention  that  certain  work  in  the 
Paving  Department  had  been  done  in  a  manner 
that  seemed  to  me  contrary  to  the  ordinances 
governing  matters  of  that  kind.  I  therefore  in- 
troduced into  this  body  an  order  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  asking 
them  to  inquire  into  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  I 
submitted  certain  questions.  The  report  of  that 
committee  is  contained  in  Document  No.  201  of 
1886.  In  that  case,  Mr.  President,  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  had  passed  two  orders  in  sub- 
stance as  follows:  That  the  superintendent  of 
streets  be  authorized  to  repave  Court  street  from 
Washington  street  to  the  west  side  of  Court 
square  with  granite  blocks,  at  an  estimated  ex- 
pense of  $3000,  and  the  other  order  was  in  like 
terms,  substituting,  however,  a  certain  portion 
of  Devonshire  for  Court  street,  that  being  the 
only  difference.  So  there  were  two  orders  re- 
quiring the  superintendent  of  streets  to  pave 
those  two  streets  at  an  estimated  expense  of  $3000 
each.  It  is  provided  in  our  charter  that  all  con- 
tracts for  the  expenditure  of  more  than  $2000  shall 
have  the  approval  of  the  mayor.  Chapter  17  of 
the  ordinances  of  1886,  which  I  believe  is  in  fur- 
therance of  that  provision  in  our  charter,  pro- 
vides that  in  case  the  amount  of  the  estimated 
expenditure  under  a  contract  exceeds  $2000,  cer- 
tain advertisements  shall  be  had.  that  such 
contracts  shall  receive  the  approval  of  the 
mayor,  that  they  shall  be  accompanied  by  a 
bond  and  that  they  shall  be  in  writing.  Now, 
Mr.  President,  I  introduced  the  order  at  that 
time,  not  that  I  impeach  the  good  faith  of  the 
superintendent  of  streets  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree. On  the  contrary,  I  believe  I  stated  in  this 
chamber,  and  I  certainly  stated  to  the  commit- 
tee when  I  appeared  before  them,  that  that  ap- 
peared to  me  to  be  a  proper  matter  to  bring  to 
their  attention,  because  there  was  no  question 
of  ill  faith  or  fraud  or  anything  of  that  kind: 
that  I  believed  the  superintendent  of  streets 
had  acted  within  the  proper  scope  of  his  discre- 
tion, unless  he  had  misinterpreted  the  ordi- 
nance. Now  the  facts  in  the  case  are  these: 
Here  was  an  order  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to 
do  certain  work  at  an  estimated  expense  of 
$3000,  such  estimated  expense  being  in  excess  of 
$2000,  and  requiring  advertising,  requiring  the 
mayor's  approval,  requiring  a  bond  and  requir- 
ing the  contract  to  be  m  writing,  if  the  inter- 
pretation that  I  placed  upon  the  ordinance  was 
correct.     The  superintendent  of  streets,  how- 
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ever,  in  the  execution  of  that  work,  the  estima- 
ted expense  of  which  was  §3000,  saw  tit  to  di- 
vide the  work  to  be  done  under  the  whole  job 
into  various  portions,  such  as,  for  in- 
stance, the  paving  for  one  portion,  the  fill- 
ing of  the  joints  witli  gravel  and  tar 
as  another  portion,  the  digging  out  of 
the  foundation  as  another  portion,  and  there 
may  have  been  some  smaller  matters  of  less  im- 
portance that  I  fail  to  remember  at  the  present 
time.  But  there  were  three  or  four  contracts 
for  the  expenditure  of  $3000,  none  of  which  con- 
tracts amounted  to  the  amount  of  the  prohibi- 
tion in  the  ordinance,  so  that  the  superintendent 
was  able  to  make  these  contracts  without  any 
advertising,  without  the  approval  of  the  mayor, 
without  their  being  in  writing,  and  without  a 
bond,  although  the  entire  expense  was  $3000. 
Mr.  President,  I  have  endeavored  to  make  my 
remarks  as  loud  a$  I  can.  I  cannot  talk  any 
louder,  and  I  will  ask  the  Council  to  have  less 
noise. 

The  President— The  messenger  will  close  the 
doors  to  the  ante-rooms.  Members  of  the  Coun- 
cil will  preserve  order.  Mr.  Wilson  will  pro- 
ceed. 

Mr.  Wilson— Now,  Mr.  President,  in  regard  to 
tbis  question  of  the  sub-division  of  con  tracts,  we 
all  know  to  what  extent  the  sub-division  of 
contracts  was  carried  in  New  York  under  Boss 
Tweed.  We  all  know  to  what  extent  this  sub- 
division of  contracts  has  been  carried  in  the 
Western  States,  where  there  are  provisions  of 
ordinances,  or  statutes,  or  city  charters  putting 
those  safeguards  around  contracts  of  a  certain 
price,  so  that  cities  shall  be  protected  in  every 
way. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  ask  the  Coun- 
cil to  preserve  order. 

Mi'.  Wilson— AVe  all  know,  Mr.  President, 
that  cities  have  been  defrauded  time  and  time 
again  by  reason  of  the  exercise  of  that  power  of 
sub  division  of  contracts.  Now  what  I  ask  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  to  provide,  or  rather 
what  I  ask  the  City  Council  to  provide,  is  that 
where  the  estimated  amount  of  expenditure  ex- 
ceeds §2000,  they  shall  not  be  sub-divided  with- 
out the  approval  of  the  mayor.  That  is,  I  want 
the  city  to  have  the  safeguards  of  public  adver- 
tisement, a  written  contract,  a  bond,  so  that 
everything  shall  be  open  to  scrutiny,  anil  having 
the  approval  of  the  mayor  we  shall  not  be  de- 
prived of  the  protection  of  these  safeguards.  My 
second  order  is  in  furtherance  of  the  first  order, 
suggesting  certain  changes  in  the  ordinance,  cer- 
tain erasures,  which  amount  to  this:  Section  2, 
Chapter  17,  provides  that  in  case  the  amount  of 
an  estimated  expenditure  under  a  contract  there 
shall  be  a  certain  advertisement  made.  Now, 
Mr.  President,  as  there  cannot  be  an  advertise- 
ment for  an  estimated  expenditure  under  a  con- 
tract, because  after  the  contract  there  is  no  use 
in  advertising,  as  the  ordinance  stands  at  present 
there  can  be  no  advertisement  until  there  is  a 
contract.  And  I  suggest  that  the  word  "the"  be 
stricken  out  and  the  word  "any"  inserted,  and 
"under  a  contract"  be  stricken  out.  so  that  the 
ordinance  shall  react:  "Incuse  the  amount  of 
any  estimated  expenditures  xceeds $1000 reason- 
able notice  shall  lie  given  by  advertisement?' 
It  seems  to  me  that  we  shall  amend  the  ordi- 
nance so  that  it  will  be  intelligible  and 
will  protect  the  city,  and  yet  no  injustice 
will  be  done  to  any  department,  I  under- 
stand that,  in  making  this  amendment,  we  are 
treading  upon  delicate  ground.  It  is  claimed 
that  it  would  work  a  serious  injury  to  the  city  it' 
the  departments  are   deprived    Of   the    power   of 

sub-dividing  contracts.    Mr.  President,  I  submit 

that  in  view  of  public  opinion  and  of  the  Iran  (Is 
that  have  been  committed  in  other  cities,  and  (it 
I  In-  frauds  that  can  he  committed  in  this  city  it 
the  matter  is  not  taken  charge  of  at  the  present 
time  before  any  frauds  have  been  committed, 
tbis  is  the  proper  time  to  make  these  amend- 
ments. I  do  not  wish  to  prevent  the  depart- 
ments from  making  a  sub-division  of  contracts, 

but  merely  to  say  that  they  shall  not  do  it  with- 
out the  approval  of  the  mayor.  I  would  not  de- 
prive the  departments  of  the  city  id  Boston  of 

the  privilege  of  making  sub-divisions  of  con- 
tracts if  it  was  essential,  lint  it  I  hey  do  the  safe- 
guard of  the  mayor's  approval  should  he  thrown 
around  it.  J  believe  in  putting  the  responsibil- 
ity upon  the  mayor,  if  it  is  necessary  for  that 
department  to  make  a  sub-division  of  the  ex- 
penditure, and  if  it  is  done  I  think  that  ho 
should  he  the  one  to  decide  upon   the   necessity, 


and  that  it  should  be  done  with  his  approval.  I 
trust  that  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  will 
take  the  matter  under  consideration  and  report 
favorably  upon  it,  because  I  believe  it  is  one  of 
the  best  safeguards  the  city  can  have  and  that  it 
will  not  injure  the  department  in  any  way. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson  the  two  orders  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

investigation   on    the  department  of 

BRIDGES. 

Mr.  Wilson  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule  to 
enable  him  to  offer  the  following,  and  that  the 
same  might  be  acted  on  tonight: 

Whereas  it  has  been  charged  that  the  super- 
intendent of  bridges  has  been  guilty  of  gross  in- 
competency and  irregularities  in  the  conduct  of 
the  department  under  bis  charge, 

Be  it  ordered,  That  a  committee  of  five  mem- 
bers of  this  body  with  such  as  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen may  join  be  appointed  to  investigate 
and  ascertain  the  truth  of  said  charges,  and  that 
said  committee  be  authorized  to  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers,  to  employ  a  stenographer,  to 
report  in  print  its  finding's  with  such  recommen- 
dations as  it  may  deem  warranted  by  such  find- 
ing's, to  hold  public  hearings  and  to  use  the 
Common  Council  chamber,  if  necessary,  for  such 
hearings. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  the  question 
came  upon  giving  the  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Leary— I  must  say  that  I  am  hardly  pre- 
pared for  tbis,  although  there  has  been  so  much 
talk  in  a  certain  paper  in  regard  to  it  of  late.  If 
the  other  order  which  has  Deen  voted  on  had 
emanated  from  the  same  source  I  would  not  feel 
inclined  to  vote  for  it.  There  have  been  charges 
in  relation  to  this  department  in  the  Advertiser 
for  the  last  three  or  four  weeks,  and  a  great 
many  of  them  amount  to  nothing  at  all.  There 
have  been  charges  against  the  superintendent 
of  bridges  for  neglect  of  work;  that  comes 
properly  under  the  bead  of  the  city  engineer. 
The  charges  are  so  far  back  that  I  haven't  con- 
sidered them  much  at  this  time.  The  only  thing 
that  I  have  considered  of  special  note  is 
what  it  said  in  an  editorial  in  the  Herald 
the  other  day,  that  is,  concerning  Mr. 
Young's  books,  and  why  he  didn't  produce 
them,  and  show  them  to  the  public.  As  far  as 
that  matter  is  concerned,  I  can  explain  it  from 
the  talk  I  had  with  the  clerk  in  Mr.  Young's 
department.  I  saw  him  in  regard  to  that  mat- 
ter, and  he  said  it  amounted  to  this:  The  Ad- 
vertiser had,  after  abusing  the  Bridge  Depart- 
ment for  three  or  lour  weeks,  sent  a  reporter  up 
there  to  examine  Mr.  Young's  books.  The  re- 
porter came  in  when  Mr.  Young  wasn't  in  and 
asked  to  look  over  the  hooks,  t'he  clerk  said  : 
"You  will  not  look  over  my  hook  now— the  one 
that  1  am  using— and  if  I  were  Mr.  Young  you 
wouldn't  look  over  the  books  at  all.  Von  have 
abused  Mr.  Young  in  this  department  for  some 
three  or  four  weeks,  and  now  you  come  and  ask 
in  regard  to  the  facts.  Why  didn't  you  proceed 
in  an  honorable  way,  and  first  ascertain  the 
facts  and    then   abuse   the   head   of  the   Bridge 

Department  if  he  deserved  it."    But  they  didn't 

proceed  in  that  way,  and  then  the  clerk  refused 
to  allow  this  particular  man  to  look  over  the 
hooks.  He  would  not  refuse  any  other  man 
connected  with    any   other   paper, — the   Herald. 

Journal,  Globe  or  any  such  paper  _ as  those  are, 

hut  there  is  a  little  human  nature  in  the  Bridge 
Department,  and  after  this  paper  had  been 
abusing  the  department  for  several  weeks  the 
clerk  refused  to  allow  the  representative  of  that 
nailer  to  toss  o\  rr  the  hooks  of  that  department. 
Mr.  Young,  as  I  have  said,  didn't  refuse  to  al- 
low it  to  he  done,  it  was  tire  Clerk  who  refused 
the  reporter.  That  is  as  1  have  examined 
into  the  matter  and  gathered  information  re- 
garding it.  In  regard  to  where  these 
charges  emanate  from,  I  would  say  that 
there  have  been  a  lot  of  sorehead  politicians, 
and  big,  lazy  loafers  hanging  around  City  Hall. 

and  those  men  are  the  ones  who  have  started 
this.  There  have  been  at  least  three  of  them 
who  have  been  discharged  from  the  Bridge  De- 
partment. Some  of  them  have  desired  investi- 
gations before,  but  it  wouldn't  amount  to  any- 
thing, because  Mr.  Young  would  prove  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  committee  that  he  has  done 
more  work  this  year  than  has  been  done  in  the 
Bridge  Department  for  a  number  of  years.  I  am 
not  afraid  of  an  investigation  at  all,  but  t  he  only 

thing  that  causes  me  to  bring  this  matter  tip  is 

to  show  from  what  source  it  has  emanated.  Men 
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that  we  have  in  City  Hall  come  and  say,  "This 
man  should  be  put  out  of  there  because  he  is 
a  Bluenose  Protestant."  They  will  go  to  Mr. 
Hart  and  people  of  that  kind,  and  say  he 
puts  in  certain  Irishmen  to  get  their 
votes,  trying  to  appeal  to  the  sympathies 
of  the  people  surrounding  them,  and  thinking 
that  they  are  very  cute.  They  have  at  last  found 
in  the  Advertiser  a  paper  which  will  publish 
this  stuff,  and  which  grabs  at  it.  I  don't  know 
what  they  have  said  to  the  Advertiser,  but  I 
presume  something  that  would  strike  their  sym- 
pathies direct;  and  the  Advertiser  for  three  or 
our  weeks  has  been  bringing  charges  against 
the  Bridge  Department.  The  charges  don't 
amount  to  anything  at  all,  and  I  shouldn't  have 
had  anything  to  say  in  regard  to  them  in  the 
Council  if  an  order  of  this  kind  hadn't  been  put 
in.  Why  I  voted  for  the  other  order  was  that  I 
thought  the  charges  were  not  only  sincere,  but 
I  supposed  that  they  were  well  founded.  I  don't 
usually  vote  for  investigations  here,  because 
they  cost  an  immense  amount  of  money  and 
give  no  return.  That  is  why  I  opposed  the  in- 
vestigation in  the  Fisher-hill  matter.  On  that 
same  ground  I  shall  oppose  this,  because  I 
know  from  personal  experience  that  we  will 
get  no  good  return  from  it.  I  know  from  my 
own  work  in  connection  with  that  department 
that  this  man  has  conducted  the  department  in 
an  honest  and  honorable  manner.  I  know  that 
he  is  an  honest  and  honorable  man,  to  begin 
with,  and  he  has  carried  on  that  department 
honestly.  I  will  say  one  word  in  reply  to  some 
statements  made  here  in  regard  to  the  previous 
order.  It  was  said  that  we  should  first  send  that 
order  to  the  Board  of  Police  and  allow  them  to 
have  their  say,  and  that  we  would  consider  it 
afterwards.  Why  not  then  in  this  case  first  send 
this  matter  to  the  superintendent  of  bridges, 
and  after  he  has  made  the  explanation  we  can 
afterwards  act  on  it?  If  you  don't  wish  that, 
why  not  give  the  Committee  on  Bridges  a  chance 
to  wrestle  with  this  matter  and  have  them  sub- 
mit a  report.  It  would  be  just  as  well  to  do  that. 
The  way  I  argue  is  simply  this:  What  will  this 
amount  to?  It  emanates  from  a  fruitless  source, 
as  I  have  stated,— a  lot  of  dirty,  lazy  loafers  and 
bummers. 

Mr.  Whail- I  shall  vote  for  this  investiga- 
tion, first  because  it  would  be  inconsistent  for 
me  to  do  otherwise,  and  secondly  because  when 
charges  have  been  made  in  the  public  press,  as 
charges  have  been  made  against  the  superinten- 
dent of  bridges,  I  think  it  is  due  to  the  man 
himself,  if  he  lias  an  answer  to  make,  to  have  an 
opportunity  to  make  it  before  a  proper  tribunal. 
Some  of  these  charges  I  know  myself  to  be 
either  malicious  or  unwittingly  false.  The  Ad- 
vertiser bristled  all  over  with  pride  because  it 
thought  it  had  found  a  mountain  in  the  Dart- 
mouth-street bridge,  forgetting  all  the  while 
that  when  that  bridge  was  painted,  the  Bridge 
Department  |was  in  charge  of  Acting  Superhr 
tendent-of-Streets  Morton,  and  that  Mr.  Young 
had  no  more  to  do  with  the  management  of  that 
contract  than  the  man  in  the  moon.  I  have  an 
idea  that  most  of  these  charges  will  prove  to  be 
empty  nothings  as  well  as  this  one.  But  whether 
they  are  or  not,  if  there  is  anything  rotten  in 
Denmark  let  us  uncover  it  and  find  what  is  the 
matter.  I  shall  most  willingly  vote  for  this 
order,  because  if  Mr.  Young  has  done  nothing  to 
be  afraid  of,  an  investigation  will  only  establish 
his  reputation  for  honesty  and  probity  in  his 
official  conduct.  If  he  has  done  anything  wrong, 
then  I  do  not  care  whether  he  is  a  Democrat  or 
a  Republican.  We  are  all  of  us  here  to  get  the 
best  service  we  can  for  the  city  of  Boston.  If 
Mr.  Young  has  done  anything  wrotig,  bring  him 
to  the  bar  and  make  him  answer.  I  shall  take 
great  pleasure  in  voting  for  the  order  to  make 
him  answer  to  the  charges  preferred. 

Mr.  Atwood— I  shall  certainly  vote  for  the 
order  fortius  investigation.  Being  a  member 
of  thelCommittee  on  Bridges.  I  have  been  ap- 
proached by  many  people  on  this  subject.  I  do 
not  think  Mr.  Young  has  anything  to  cover  up, 
and  I  hope  that  we  shall  give  him  a  chance  to 
come  before  such  a  committee  as  the  Common 
Council  and  Board  of  Aldermen  may  appoint.  I 
hope  the  order  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Leary  moved  as  an  amendment  that  the 
committee  consist  of  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Bridges. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  hope  that  my  friend  from 
Ward  13  will  alter  his  opinion,  because  in  the 
vote  of  the  majority  in  their  action  upon  the 


previous  order  a  similar  reference  to  a  standing 
committee  in  the  case  of  the  police  investiga- 
tion has  just  been  refused.  Therefore  I  suggest 
to  the  gentleman  that  it  is  only  fair  and  becom- 
ing on  the  part  of  the  majority  of  this  Council, 
which  has,  I  think,  acted  fairly  so  far  and 
with  no  partiality,  that  he  should  withdraw 
his  motion,  because  their  former  action 
precluded  the  adoption  of  a  similar  mo- 
tion in  the  px-evious  question.  I  intend  to 
vote  for  the  main  question  for  the  reasons 
which  have  already  been  stated  by  my  associ- 
ates. It  may  seem  very  strange,  but  it  is  a  fact, 
that  there  are  persons  present  who  have  as  good 
an  opinion  of  the  Advertiser  as  some  of  us  have 
of  the  Globe.  I  do  not  understand  why  it  should 
be  so.  but  nevertheless  it  is  a  fact,  and  it  has 
been  settled  that  the  charges  of  the  Advertiser 
are  from  an  authority  which  is  considered,  in 
the  minds  of  some  gentlemen,  to  be  a  respecta- 
ble authority.  We  consider  that  the  Globe  is 
respectable  authority  for  the  charges,  and  1 
want  to  give  the  minority  as  full  justice  as  we 
have  claimed  at  this  time.  Therefore  I  hope  my 
friend  will  see  his  way  clear  to  withdraw  his 
motion.  He  forgets  that  the  previous  question 
was  moved  in  the  other  case  and  that  the  ma- 
jority cannot  move  it  in  this  case.  I  hope  we 
will  give  as  ample  justice  to  them  as  they  gave 
to  us. 

Mr.  Leary— On  consideration  of  the  matter  I 
will  withdraw  the  motion.  I  don't  consider 
that  this  order  is  of  a  similar  nature  to  the  prev- 
ious one,  but  I  feel  that  an  investigation  by  any 
committee  will  not  do  this  man  any  harm.  Now 
I  haven't  any  axe  to  grind  in  this  matter.  I  am 
on  that  Committee  on  Bridge  Department,  and 
though  it  is  a  committee  perhaps  the  most  open 
in  City  Hall,  I  haven't  received  anything  from 
them  in  the  way  of  employment  of  men  for  a 
year.  I  would  say,  of  Mr.  Young,  as  a  member 
of  that  committee,  knowing  him  to  be  an  honest 
man,  in  my  judgment,  and,  as  I  have  repeated 
several  times  before,  the  charges  emanating 
from  the  source  which  they  do — the  meanest 
source  in  the  city  of  Boston— that  while  the  in- 
vestigation is  going  on  it  would  be  a  good  idea 
to  look  into  the  character  of  the  men  making  it 
and  you  will  have  a  very  short  investigation,  I 
can  assure  you.  First  look  at  the  character  of 
those  men,  and  then  you  will  not  want  to  pro- 
long the  investigation. 

The  order  was  passed.  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to- 
reconsider;  lost.  Subsequently  the  president 
appointed  Messrs.  J.  H.  Sullivan,  Fottler,  Leary, 
Fowler  and  McKenna  on  said  committee.  Sent 
up. 

PROPOSED  ADJOURNMENT  FOR  TWO  WEEKS. 

Early  in  the  session  Mr.  Ladd  offered  an  order 
— That  when  the  Council  adjourns  it  be  to  meet 
in  two  weeks  from  tonight,  at  the  usual  hour. 

Specially  assigned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ladd,  to 
8  o'clock  this  evening. 

Later  in  the  session,  after  action  on  the  Bridge 
Department  investigation,  Mr.  Ladd  called  up 
the  order. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  move  an  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  order,  because,  sir,  I  do  not  be- 
lieve this  Council  can  afford  to  set  any  such  ex- 
ample at  the  present  time.  The  Legislature  is 
in  session.  It  had  just  got  an  enormous  grist  of 
business,  a  part  of  which  at  least  concerns  the 
city  of  Boston ;  and  for  us  to  go  away  for  a  fort- 
night, with  the  view  that  we  have  no  work  to 
do,  is  to  give  a  false  impression.  It  is  very 
true  that  we  have  cleaned  up  a  great 
deal  of  work  tonight;  but  the  commit- 
tee of  this  Council,  it  must  be  remem- 
bered, have  just  got  to  work,  and  they  are 
going  to  bring  in  business  and  reports,  arid  we 
ought  to  meet  here  every  Thursday  night,  even 
if  we  stay  only  half  an  hour.  I  have  no  sym- 
pathy with  the  idea  that  this  Council  can  afford 
to  adjourn  over  when  there  is  any  probability  of 
there  being  any  work  before  it,  and  when  it 
knows  that  there  will  be  abundant  work 
brought  up  by  the  next  meeting.  The  only  ex- 
cuse for  the  proposed  adjournment  to  two  weeks 
is  to  gratify  our  own  laziness  in  the  performance 
of  public  duty.  I  move  the  indefinite  postpone- 
ment of  the  order. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  hope  that  motion  will  not  pre- 
vail. I  remember  perfectly  well  that  last  year, 
when  there  was  a  large  grist  of  bills  before  the 
Legislature  in  regard  to  the  city  of  Boston 
at  the  same  time  of  the  year,  we  adjourned 
over  for  two  weeks  several  times,  and  the  public 
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interests  did  not  suffer  by  any  of  those  adjourn- 
ments. A  large  part  of  the  time  that  we  have 
spent  here  tonight  could,  hi  my  opinion, 
have  been  saved.  It  will  he  sufficient  for  us 
to  meet  once  in  two  weeks  until  the  estimates  of 
the  appropriations  and  the  reports  of  the  com- 
mittees in  regard  to  those  estimates  are  made  to 
this  body.  Until  that  time  there  is  very  little 
work  to  do  except  for  buncombe,  and  I  think 
the  less  we  do  of  that  the  better.  I  believe  it  is 
senselesss  for  us  to  sit  here,  week  after  week, 
until  late  at  night,  doing  practically  nothing. 
The  gentleman's  idea  is  that  we  have  got  to 
keep  up  the  semblance  of  business  hi  order  to 
keep  ourselves  looking  well  before  the  Legisla- 
ture. I  think  he  is  wrong.  I  think  the  Legisla- 
ture would  appreciate  our  intelligence  and 
sense  if  we  adjourned  over  when  there  is  no 
business  to  be  done.  Practically  the  only  busi- 
ness we  have  to  do  is  the  passage  of  the  Ap- 
propriation bill.  Yesterday  the  time  for 
admitting  new  business  to  the  Legisla- 
ture expired.  That  took  away  the  reason 
for  keeping  us  busy  here.  There  is  nothing  for 
us  to  do  hereafter  until  the  Appropriation  bill 
comes  to  be  acted  upon,  and  that  will  probably 
not  be  reached  until  the  first  of  March.  I  think 
we  can  safely  adjourn  for  two  weeks;  and  when 
we  meet  next  time  we  can  adjourn  for  two 
weeks  longer.  When  the  Appropriation  bill 
comes  in  we  shall  have  something  to  work  on 
and  not  before.  I  certainly  think  it  is  not  wise 
to  indefinitely  postpone  this  order. 

Mr.  Whall— When  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
10  introduced  this  order  I  thought  probably  that 
he  contemplated  committing  matrimony. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  am  not  from  Ward  9,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent. 

Mr.  Whall— Well,  from  whatever  ward  the 
gentleman  comes,  I  thought  probably  the  exam- 
ple set  last  year  by  that  illustrious  compatriot  of 
ours  was  in  a  slight  degree  contagious.  But  if 
the  gentleman  does  not  contemplate  matrimony 
or  some  such  other  sad  ending,  then  I  cannot 
see  why  we  should  adjourn.  The  reports  of 
committees  are  just  now  coming  in.  I  hold  in 
my  hand  reports  which  will  cause  debate.  1 
have  no  doubt  the  chairmen  of  other  commit- 
tees have  on  their  table  other  reports.  It  is 
probable  that  those  reports  will  not  be  acted  on 
tonight.  There  are  matters  of  urgency  to  come 
before  us.  and  it  would  be  wrong  for  us.  as  ser- 
vants of  the  city,  to  take  a  fortnight's  holiday, 
for  no  reason  at  all,  except  that  we  want  to  get 
away,  when  there  is  urgent  business  demanding 
i Mir  attention.  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  order 
will  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  was  de- 
clared  carried.  Mr.  Ladd  doubted  tin'  vote  and 
asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  de- 
clared ordered.  .Mr.  Whitmore  doubted  the 
vote,  and  the  question  was  taken  again,  and  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Wilson  moved  that  the  Council  now  ad- 
journ, but  said  he  would  withdraw  the  motion 

to  allow  the  reports  of   committees   to  be  put  in. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  was  car- 
ried. 

reporters'  seats. 

Mr.  Lattimore  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  to 
enable  him  to  offer  an  order— That  the  use  of 
the  two  \  acanl  seats  in  tin-  reporters'  row,  in  this 
chamber,  be  granted  t"  Messrs.  Jacob  W.  Powers 
ami  M.  R.  Gordon  for  the  purpose  of  giving  them 
an  opportunity  to  practice  phonography.. 

Mr.  Win  i  MORE— No  doubt  tl bject  is  a  very 

worthy  oik;,  but  I  would  suggest  that  it  comes  in 
conflict  with  the  rules  and   ought  to  Come  in  the 

form  of  an  amendment  to  the  rules.    ItisRule 
42,  in  regard  to  spectators.    I  think  the  gentle- 
man should  move  to  amend  the  rule   instead   ol 
putting  in  an  order  in  this  1'onn. 
The   President— Mr.    Lattimore    moves    to 

amend  I  In-  rule. 

Mr.  WHALL— Has  the  rule  been  suspended 
sothatthe  order  may  be  introduced?  I  raise 
the  point  of  order. 

The  PRESIDENT— The  question  is  upon  sus- 
pending the  rule  iii  enable  the  gentleman  to 
amend  the  rule. 

Mr.  Rkilly— I  would  like  to  know  il  there  are 
vacant  Seats.  1  understand  that  at  times  every 
seat  in  that  row  is  tilled  with  newspaper  re- 
porters. 

The  President— Mr.  Alexander  of  the  Tran- 
script and  Mr.  Hills  of  the  Record  are  allotted 


those  seats,  according  to  the  diagram  which  I 
have  here.  The  Chair  will  rule  the  motion  out 
of  order. 

lunch  order. 

Mr.  Gomez  offered  an  order— That  the  city 
messenger  be  quested  to  furnish  a  lunch  in  the 
ante-room  for  the  members,  officers  and  the  re- 
porters, the  expense  attending  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Common 
Council. 

The  order  was  read  twice,  and  put  upon  its 
passage. 

Mr.  Blume— We  have  finished  our  calendar. 
I  don't  know  of  any  other  business  unless  it  is 
some  reports  of  committees  which  will  not  de- 
tain us  15  minutes  longer.  I  hope  the  order  will 
not  pass.  I  don't  think  there  is  any  necessity 
for  it. 

Mr.  Whall— I  sincerely  trust  the  order  will 
pass,— not  that  I  care  particularly  about  getting 
a  meal  at  the  city's  expense,  but  because  I  wish 
to  have  some  guarantee  that  a  quorum  will  re- 
main until  after  some  important  reports  are  in- 
troduced, and  I  don't  care  about  keeping  mv 
colleagues  here  without  something  to  sustain 
vitality. 

The  order  was  passed :  yeas  54,  nays  11  : 

Yeas— At  wood,  Barry,  Bowman,  Burr,  Carroll, 
Carstensen,  Chamberlain,  Cochran,  Coleman, 
Connelly,  Coyle,  Desmond,  Dewey,  Dolan,  Dug- 
gan,  Dunn,  Fisher,  Foss,  Fottler,  Fowler,  P.  J. 
(iallaglier.Gomez,  Haggertv,  Harrington,  Kelley, 
Kennedy,  Lauten,  Leary,  Mahoney,  MeEnaney, 


McKenna,  McNarv.  F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  Murphy, 
J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Norton,  Nunan, 
O'Mealey,  Perry,  F.   J.   Powers,  Reillv,   Shaw. 


Short,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sul- 
livan. Sundburg,  Teevens,  Tracy,  Tuttle, 
Whall,  Whitmore— 54. 

Nays— Blume,  Clark,  Frost,  Ladd,  Lattimore, 
Light,  Perkins,  Richards,  Sanger,  Thayer,  Wil- 
son— 11. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Davern,  J.  Gallagher, 
Hayes,  Keliher,  F.  Morison,  C.  C.  Powers,  Web- 
ster—7. 

Before  the  result  was  announced,  Mr.  Whit- 
more said:  I  would  suggest  that  before  the  re- 
sult is  announced  the  clerk  call  the  names 
of  the  absentees  once  more,  because  I  am 
going  to  ask  the  messenger  to  enforce  the  rule 
that  those  members  who  do  not  vote  for  the 
lunch  shall  not  partake  of  it. 

The  clerk  called  the  names  which  were  not 
responded  to  on  the  previous  call,  and  before  the 
result  was  announced  Mr.  Light  said:  I  trust 
1  hat  not  one  of  those  who  have  voted  against 
the  order- 
Mr.  Whall— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
gentleman  is  out  of  order  in  speaking  at  this 
time.  Pending  the  declaration  ol'  a  vote  no  de 
bate  is  in  order. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  rule  the 
point  of  order  well  taken. 

Mr  Light— I  will  reserve  it  for  some  other 
time. 

The  president  then  announced  that  the  order 
was  passed. 

Mr.  Win  i  'MORE  -  I  ask  that  the  rule  maybe 
suspended,  that  1  may  make  a  motion  that  the 
city  messenger  be  directed  to  enforce  the  rules 
in    regard   to   supplying   the   lunch.     I  desire  to 

have  the  rule  suspended  that  I  may  make  that 

motion  at  the  present  lime. 

The  President— It  doesn't  require  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Mr.  Whitmore  i  make  the  motion  that  the 
city  messenger  be  directed  to  enforce  the  Coun- 
cil rule  in  regard  to  supplying  the  members  of 
the  Council  with  lunch,  so  as  to  allow  no  mem- 
ber to  partake  ol'  l  he  lunch  who  has  not  voted 
lor  the  order. 

Mr.  Dewey— If  that  motion  is  not  broad  enough 
to  include  what  I  lb  ink  of  offering  as  an  amend- 
ment, I  would  offer  to  amend  so  that  only  mem- 
bers, officers  and  reporters  shall  be  permitted  in 
the  lunch  room,  so  as  to  exclude  the  se  not  con- 
nected with  the  city  government,  who  in  some 
manner  and  at  Some  times  1  notice  have  ob- 
tained access  to  the  lunch-room. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  decide  that 
the  rales  are  pretty  stringent  in  relation  to  the 
matter,  and  the  Chair  will  instruct  tjie  city  mes- 
senger to  allow  n to  enter   the  lunch-room 

except  those  members  who  have  voted  lor  the 
order,  and  the  officers  and  reporters,  so  thai  I  be 
motion  will  not  be  necessary. 

Mr.  h'Hosi     Are   we    to    understand    that  the 
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government  of  the  city  of  Boston  pays  for  only 
those  who  go  in?  I  want  to  understand  that, 
sir.  I  don't  wish  to  eat  or  partake  of  the  lunch, 
but  neither  do  I  wish  the  city  of  Boston  to  pay 
for  it  the  same  as  if  I  did. 

The  President— I  have  stated  that  the  Coun 
oil  have  made  a  rule  that  those  who  do  not  vote 
for  the  lunch  shall  not  partake.  The  rules  of 
this  body  govern  this  body,  and  the  Chair  will 
instruct  the  city  messenger  as  far  as  it  is  in  his 
power  to  allow  no  one  to  enter  the  lunch  room 
but  members  of  the  city  government  who  have 
voted  for  this  order,  reporters  and  officers. 

Mr.  Frost — What  1  want  to  understand  is,  how 
much  do  we  pay  for  the  lunch.  Do  we  pay  for 
every  member  in  this  house,  or  only  for  those 
who  partake  of  it? 

The  President— I  don't  know  of  any  other 
way  to  inform  the  gentleman  than  through  the 
Committee  on  Contingent  Expenses. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  made  the  inquiry  the  last 
time  of  the  city  messenger,  and  he  informed 
me  that  he  sends  over  an  order  for  so  many  per- 
sons. At  the  last  time,  in  consequence  of  the 
number  of  gentlemen  who  voted  against  going 
into  the  lunch,  he  sent  an  order  for  some  twenty 
less  than  usual,  and  there  is,  of  course,  a  saving 
to  that  extent.  That  is  my  understanding  of 
the  matter  from  what  the  city  messenger  told 
me.  But  if  there  is  any  doubt  in  regard  to  the 
matter,  I  would  suggest  that  the  Chair  be  re- 
quested to  inquire  now  of  the  city  messenger 
how  he  bases  the  order — whether  it  is  so  much  a 
head,  and  whether  if  he  orders  for  sixty  people, 
forexample,  he  pays  only  three  quarters  as  much 
as  if  he  ordered  for  eighty  people?  Of  course 
we  are  not  in  the  habit  of  making  such  in- 
quiries directly,  and  I — 

The  President— The  Chair  would  deckle  that 
this  discussion  is  all  out  of  order. 

OCCUPATION  OF    STREETS    FOR    BUILDING   PUR- 
POSES. 

Mr.  Connolly  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
of  the  last  meeting  referring  to  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances  the  ordinance  to  amend  Chapter 
28  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1885,  as  amended 
by  Chapter  25  of  the  Ordinances  of  1886. 

The  reconsideration  prevailed,  and  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Connolly  the  ordinance  was  referred  to 
Joint  Committee  on  Department  for  Inspection 
of  Buildings. 

Mr.  TVhall  called  up  the  past  assignment, 
viz. :  Order  to  take  from  the  files  of  last  year  and 
refer  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  ail  papers 
relative  to  the  occupation  of  streets  for  building 
purposes. 

On  motion  of  Mr. Whall  the  order  was  amended 
by  striking  out  "Committee  on  Ordinances"  and 
inserting  "Committee  on  the  Department  for  In- 
spection of  Buildings,"  and  as  amended  was 
passed.  Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 
Sent  up. 

PARK  CONSTRUCTION  LOAN. 

Mr.  Whall  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  on  communication  of  the  city 
treasurer  (referred  Jan.  31,  ult.),  in  relation  to 
the  proposals  receiyed  for  a  portion  of  the 
"public  park  construction  loan,"  recommending 
the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  city  treasurer  be  authorized 
to  negotiate  the  "public  park  construction 
loan,"  authorized  by  an  order  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil, approved  Jan.  4,  1887,  from  time  to  time  in 
such  manner  as  he  shall  deem  to  be  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  city,  subject  to  the  approval  of 
His  Honor  the  Mayor,  and  to  issue  therefor  nego- 
tiable bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  at 
not  less  than  their  par  value,  payable  in  not  less 
than  30  nor  more  than  50  years,  at  a  rate  not  ex- 
ceeding 3V2  per  cent  per  annum.  So  much  of  said 
order  of  the  City  Council,  approved  Jan.  4,  1887, 
as  is  inconsistent  with  this  order  is  hereby  re- 
scinded. 

Report  accepted,  and  the  question  came  on 
giving  the  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wilson— On  account  of  the  confusion  ex- 
isting in  the  chamber  I  failed  to  get  the  mean- 
ing of  that  order,  and  I  shall  have  to  ask  the 
gentleman  to  explain  it. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  say  that  it  is 
very  disagreeable  for  him  to  order  the  door  to  be 
closed  every  time  a  member  takes  the  floor.  I 
desire  to  say  now  that  when  there  is  any  dis- 
turbance on  either  side  of  the  chamber  the  city 
messenger  will  go  and  instantly  close  the  doors. 

Mr.  Whall— In  explanation  of    that    order 


which  conies  from  the  Committee  on  Finance  I 
•  have  to  say:  That  under  the  order  passed  by 
both  branches  of  the  City  Council  and  approved 
on  the  4th  of  January  last,  the  city  treasurer 
advertised  for  takers  for  the  loan  of  $500,000  at  3 
per  cent  to  run  tor  50  years.  On  that  advertise- 
ment he  received  but  two  proposals,  neither  of 
which  agreed  to  take  the  loan  at  par ;  both  want- 
ed a  discount  made.  Then  the  city  treasurer 
found  that  he  was  in  the  position  that  he  would 
have  to  abandon  the  loan  altogether  or  come 
here  for  further  authority.  He  came  before  our 
committee  today  and  explained  to  us  that  if  we 
allowed  him  to  make  the  loan  for  a  shorter  time 
than  50  years  and  at  a  percentage  a  little 
more  than  3  per  cent  he  could  easily  ne- 
gotiate it.  Members  of  the  Council  will 
remember  that  the  act  passed  by  the  Legis- 
lature allowed  the  city  of  Boston  to  contract 
this  loan  and  have  it  rim  for  a  period  not  ex- 
ceeding 50  years,— we  could  have  it  for  a  shorter 
time  if  we  wished,— and  at  a  rate  of  interest  not 
exceeding  4  per  cent.  Of  course,  everybody 
knows  that  in  contracting  a  loan  of  this  kind  in 
the  money  market  the  payment  of  4  per  cent 
would  he,  as  my  friend  from  Ward  11  might  say, 
rather  indicative  of  foolishness  on  our  part  and 
indicative  of  the  character  of  a  Shylock  on  the 
part  of  the  person  receiving  the  money.  We 
were  informed  today  that  if  we  allowed  the 
treasurer  to  negotiate  the  loaii  for  30  years,  and 
at,  a  percentage  not  exceedine'  3V2,  in  all  proba- 
bility he  could  sell  the  bonds  at  a  premium,  and 
that  it  was  among  the  probabilities  that  it  would 
be  found  to  be  possible  to  negotiate  the  loan  as 
low  as  3%  per  cent.  But  the  committee  desired 
that  he  should  not  be  put  in  the  position  that 
would  render  it  necessary  to  come  here  again  to 
the  City  Council  and  ask  to  have  the  order  tin- 
kered, because  this  constant  tinkering  with  a 
financial  order  of  this  kind  would  be  apt  to  les- 
sen the  financial  reputation  of  the  city  of 
Boston  among  capitalists.  He  expressed  to 
us  the  opinion  that  if  the  order  passed 
in  the  draft  in  which  it  has  been  pre- 
sented by  the  committee  he  could  very  easily, 
after  advertising,  get  the  loan  to  run  30  years  at 
as  low  a  rate  as  3%  per  cent,  and  probably  lower. 
The  only  reason  why  we  wish  to  alter  the  order 
now,  is  that  by  some  oversight  the  present  order 
was  marked  too  low  in  the  beginning,  and  the 
time  of  the  loan  was  too  long.  It  was  so  long 
that  capitalists  were  unwilling  to  take  it.  The 
bids  which  the  treasurer  can  get  or  the  rate  at 
which  the  treasurer  can  negotiate  the  loan, 
would  probably  be  about  3  22-100 Tper  cent— that 
is  in  all  probability.  Of  course  we  had  to  take 
care  not  only  of  the  $500,000  to  be  negotiated  this 
year,  but  we  had  to  make  a  rate  of  interest  large 
enough  to  meet  any  fluctuations  in  the  money 
market  that  might  occur  during  the  four  years 
during  which  this  order  will  be  in  operation.  If 
I  have  not  made  the  exact  status  of  the  case  per- 
fectly plain  to  the  gentleman,  I  am  willing  to 
answer  any  questions  relating  to  it. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  do  not  know  but  that  it  is  neces- 
sary to  give  this  authority  to  the  treasurer,  and 
if  it  be  properly  exercised  I  shall  have  no  objec- 
tion to  it.  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  it 
will  be  properly  exercised.  But  Ave  have  already 
received  offers  of  this  money  which  are  better 
than  3M>  per  cent  at  par.  Therefore  I  shall  con- 
sider it  very  unwise  and  very  culpable  011  the 
part  of  any  officer  of  the  city  of  Boston  who 
should  negotiate  this  loan  at  par  for  3l/<  percent, 
because  I  understand  we  have  received  offers  of 
the  money  at  94  and  OS1/*  per  cent,  at  the  rate  of 
3  per  cent  per  annum.  This  is  a  discount  to 
the  city  of  Boston  of  from  4%  per  cent 
to  6  per  cent  from  par  on  a  3  per  cent 
loan.  Now  if  this  is  to  be  a  loan  to  run 
for  30  years  the  loss,  or  difference ,  between 
negotiating  this  loan  for  3  per  cent  or  3%  per 
cent  would  be  $75,000.  That  is,  we  would 
be  paying  on  a  30-year  loan  at  3V2  per 
cent  $75,000  more  than  we  would  be  paying 
on  a  loan  of  3  per  cent  during  the  whole  time 
of  that  loan.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  loan  had 
been  negotiated  at  95l/4  per  cent  we  would  pay 
$23,750  more  for  the  money  for  the  same  length 
of  time  than  we  would  if  we  negotiated  it  at  par 
and  at  3  per  cent  per  annum— making  a  differ- 
ence in  favor  of  the  negotiation  at  the  offers 
that  we  have  already  received  over  the  present 
proposition  of  3V2  ner  cent  for  30  years,  for  this 
whole  loan  of  8500,000,  of  $51,250.  That  is,  if  we 
accepted  the  offer  that  we  have  already  received 
it  would  be  a  saving  to  the  treasury  of  the  city 


133 


COMMON     COUNCIL 


of  Boston  of  $51,250  in  the  course  of  the  30  years. 
In  view  of  that  it  would  be  better  for  us 
to  wait  even  until  we  could  get  authority 
from  the  Legislature  to  accept  these  offers 
for  these  bonds  rather  than  authorize  the 
present  loan  if  that  loan  is  to  be  sold  at  par,  at 
:;:  2  per  cent.  I  should  myself  strenuously  oppose 
this  order  if  I  supposed  it  was  for  a  moment  the 
intention  of  the  treasurer  or  anybody  else  to  ne- 
gotiate bonds  at  par  at  3X2  per  cent.  Either  there 
must  be  a  premium  in  the  negotiation  of  these 
bonds  or  else  there  must  be  a  reduction  of  in- 
terest below  3V2  per  cent.  As  the  gentleman 
has  stated,  there  probably  will  be  a  reduction  to 
something  like  3  22-100  per  cent  for  this  loan.  If 
that  is  so,  I  presume  it  amounts  to  the  same 
thing— I  have  not  figured  it— and  if  it  does  it  is 
satisfactory  to  me.  But  even  if  we  should  sell 
these  3  per  cent  bonds  as  low  as  90,  there  would 
be  a  saving  to  the  city  of  Boston  of  $25,000  over 
what  we  should  have  to  pay  if  we  negotiated 
this  loan  at  par  at  3%  per  cent.  I  only  want  to 
emphasize  that  we  must  not  pay  3Y2  per  cent  for 
this  money,  or  we  must  get  a  premium  in  the 
sale  of  those  3X2  per  cent  bonds;  or  we  are  not 
doing  as  well  as  if  we  should  negotiate  this 
loan  at  less  than  par.  No  doubt  we  can  get 
authority  from  the  Legislature,  even  a 
four-fifths  vote,  when  there  is  an  opportunity  to 
save  to  the  city  of  Boston  this  large  sum  of 
money.  We  could  get  it  in  time  for  the  purpose 
for  which  it  is  available.  I  do  not  anticipate 
anything  of  that  sort  is  necessary,  and  all  I  am 
saying  this  for  at  this  time  is  to  impress  upon 
those  who  negotiate  this  loan  the  fact  that  we 
must  get  more  than  par  for  the  3V2  per  cent 
bonds,  or  else  they  must  go  at  a  lower  rate  of 
interest. 

Mr.  Dewey— As  I  look  upon  this  order,  I  think 
it  is  in  proper  form  and  should  meet  with  our 
affirmative  vote  tonight.  The  bids  which  have 
been  made  under  the  advertisement  of  the  city 
treasurer  reckon  up  as  3.22  percent  at  par.  as  I 
am  informed  by  a  member  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee who  has  figured  the  matter  out.  These 
parties  who  have  already  bid  for  this  money,  if 
they  had  been  allowed  to  put  their  bids  in  the 
form  of  bidding  for  the  money  at  par  and  nam- 
ing the  interest  at  which  they  would  take  it 
would  name  an  interest  of  3.22  per  cent.  Since 
these  bids  were  opened,  I  am  also  informed 
that  other  capitalists  have  announced  them- 
selves as  willing  to  take  the  loan  at  par, 
:ii  3V4  per  cent.  This  order  which  is  now 
before;  us  authorizes  the  city  treasurer 
to  loan  the  money  nt  any  rate  not  exceeding 
:;'  _■  )'ir  cent.  "With  these  tacts  before  us,  and 
t\V0  bids  in  already  which  figure  at  3.22  per  cent, 
and  the  oilers  which  ha\el>een  made  in  addi- 
tion tot  1 1  esc.  to  provide  the  money  at  3%  percent, 
I  think  there  is  no  doubt  bul  that  the  city  treas- 
urer «  ill  be  able  to  negotiate  the  loan  at  par  and 
at  the  rate  of  31  1  per  cent.  Bu1  I  would  prefer  to 
have  the  order  allowing  a  limit  somewhat  larger 
t  lia.ii  appears  at  this  instant  bo  be  necessary,  be- 
cause it   when  the  l >i< Is  come  in,  for  instance, 

this  order   should    be   amended  to   read   :;'.,    per 

cent,  and  on  reckoning  up  the  proposals  the  in- 
terest would  amount  to  a  small  traction  over, 
then  we  would  have  t0\>ass  another  order.     For 

that  reason  [would  prefer  to  have  this  order 
pass  n:  precisely  th:  foiin  m  which  it  now 
is,  that  we  authorize  the  city  treasurer 
to  borrow  the  money  a1  a  rate  not  ex- 
ceeding :;'j  per  cent,  and  I  am   confident    that 

lie      will     uet      the    \     at      as     reasonable 

a  rate  of  interest  as  is  in  his  power. 

Mr.  Whall—  1  am  afraid  that    the    remarks  of 

the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  may  Lave  misled 
some  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  Council  present, 
and  if  they  have  paid  attention  to  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21  they  will  find 
that  he  has  the  righl  view  of  the  matter.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  21  puts  the  case  clearly 
and  truthfully.    The  treasurer  could  not    under 

the  oiiler  of  .Ian  nary    I    accept  proposals  for  I  his 

loan  below  par.  The  highest  offer  was  95  per  cent, 
or  5  per  cent  below  par.  He  could  not,  acting 
under  the  advice  of  the  corporation  counsel,  sell 
the  bonds  at  less  than  par,  so  that  it 
you  reckon  the  proposal  at  05  per  cent, 
or  5  per  cent  below  par,  it  was  equi- 
valent to  the  city  of  Boston  paying  3.22  per 
eeni  for  a  loan  when  its  City  Council  had 
authorized  the  loan  to  be  negotiated  at  3 per 
cent.  That  is  twenty-two  hundredths  of  1  per 
cini  more  than  whal  the  treasurer  could  give.  He 
couldn't  give  it  below  par,  or  in  order  to  do  so 


we  would  have  to  come  to  us  for  such 
authority.  Now,  there  is  no  necessity  for  doing 
that,  because  we  can  arrive  at  the  same  result 
by  giving  this  now  at  oVi  or  3*2  per  cent.  I 
haven't  any  doubt  at  all  that  it  can  be  negotiated 
for  3.25  per  cent,  and  in  addition  to  that  we  have 
this  fact,  that  we  have  the  possibility  that  a 
premium  even  at  that  low  rate  may  be  offered 
for  the  bonds,  since  they  are  to  cover  the  shorter 
period.    I  now  move  the  previous  question. 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

Tin  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading, 
read  a  second  time  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule,  moved  by  Mr.  Whall,  and  passed,  yeas  G5, 
nays  0 : 

Yeas — Atwood,  Barry,  Blume,  Bowman  Burr, 
Carroll,  Carstensen,  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Coch- 
ran, Coleman,  Connolly,  Coyle,  Desmond, Dewey, 
Dolan,  Duggan.  Dunn,  Fisher,  Foss,  Fottler, 
Fowler,  Frost,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Hag- 
gerty;  Hayes,  Kelley,  Kennedy,  Ladd,  Lauten, 
Leary,  Light,  Mahonev,  McEnanev,  McKenna, 
McNarv,  F.  Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  Murphy, 
J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Norton,  Neman, 
O'Mealey,  Perkins,  Perry,  E.  J.  Powers,  Reilly. 
Richards,  Sanger,  Shaw,  Short,  Snow.  E.  Sulli- 
van, J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan.  Sundberg, 
Teevens,  Thayer,  Tracy,  Tuttle,  Whall,  Whit- 
more.  Wilson— 65. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Davem,  J.  Gallagher, 
Harrington,  Keliher,  Lattimore,  C.  C.  Powers, 
Webster— 7. 

TRANSFERS    OF    APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr.  Whall  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Finance  Committee : 

Incidental  Expenses. 

Report  on  the  request  of  the  city  auditor  for 
an  additional  appropriation  for  incidental  ex- 
penses, recommending  the  passage  of  an  order — 
That  the  city  auditor  lie  authorized  to  transfer 
the  sum  of  $7500  from  the  appropriation  for  in- 
terest to  the  appropriation  for  incidental  ex- 
penses. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  to  have  some  explana- 
tion of  that  order. 

Mr.  Whall — The  appropriation  for  incidentals 
is  to  meet  judgments  and  claims  against  the  city 
not  chargeable  to  any  particular  appropriation. 
As  I  understand  there  is  now  but  a  very  small 
balance  left  in  the  appropriation  for  incidental 
expenses.  This  order  proposes  to  transfer  $7500 
from  the  appropriation  for  interest.  The  auditor 
informed  the  committee  that  there  would  be  a 
surplus  of  $15,000  in  the  interest  account,  left 
over  from  the  appropriation,  and  that  was  the 
best  plaeo  to  take  it  from.  The  fact  that  the 
appropriation  for  incidentals  needs  to  be  lilled 
up  is  :  1  vi  us  to  eve  i'\  en;  whe  knewa  that  judg- 
ments for  costs  and  for  different  claims  arc  con- 
stantly coming  into  City  Hall,  ami  that  some 
fund  is  needed  from  which  to  pay  them. 

The  rule  was  suspended. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

In  order  to  save  further  time  Mr.  Whall  pre- 
sented, and  asked  to  have  acted  upon  at  the 
same  time, the  following  from  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee: 

Report  on  the  request  of  the  city  auditor  for 
an  additional  appropriation   for  the  contingent 

fund  of  the  Hoard  of  Aldermen,  recommending 
I  he  passant'  of  an  order  -That  the  city  auditor 
he  authorized  to  transfer  the   sum  of  $1500  from 

the  appropriation  for  Albany-street  bridge  to 
the  contingent  fund  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
Report  on  the  request  of  the  city  auditor  for 


uVpor 

additional  appropriation  for   the  contingent 

ml    of    the    (  'oinniou   ( 'ounc" 

the  passage  of  the  following: 


igent 

iding 


fund  of  the  Common  Council— recommending 
he  passage  of  the  following: 
Ordered,  Thai  the  city  auditor  be  authorized 

lo  transfer  the  sum  of  $2000  from  the  appropria- 
tion for  Albany-street  bridge  to  the  contingent 
fund  of  the  Common  Council, 

The  two  reports  went  accepted. 

The  I  hree  orders  were  severally   ordered    lo  a, 

second  reading,— -read  twice  under  a  suspension 

of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whall,  and  passed. 
Yeas  CI.  nays  (I. 

Yeas— Atwood,  Blums,  Bowman,  Burr,  Car- 
roll, Chamberlain,  Clark,  Coleman,  Connolly, 
Coyle,  Desmond,  Dewey,  Dolan,   1  liiggan,  Dunn, 

Foss,  Fottler,   Fowler,   Frost,  I'.  J.  Gallagher, 

Gomez,    Baggerty,    Hayes,    Kelley,    Ke ly, 

Ladd,  Lattimore,  Lauten,  Leary,  Light, 
Mahonev,    McEllS  iicy,     McKenna,     MeNary,     F. 

Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  Murphy,  J.  J.  Mur- 
phy, W.  H.   Murphy,  Norton,  Nunan,  Perkins, 
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Perry,  E.  J.  Powers,  Reilly,  Richards,  Sanger, 
Shaw,  Short,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan, 
R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevens,  Thayer,  Tracy, 
Tuttle,  Whall,  Whitmore,  Wilson— 61. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Barry,  Carstensen,  Coch- 
ran, Davern,  Fisher,  J.  Gallagher.  Harrington, 
Keliher,  O'Mealey,  C.  C.  Powers,  AVebster— 11. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.  Sent 
up. 

SALARIES  OF  ASSISTANT  INSPECTORS   OF  BUILD- 
INGS. 

Mr.  Whall  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  (Jan. 
31st  nit.)  the  ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  6. 
Revised  Ordinances,  to  increase  the  salaries  of 
the  assistant  inspectors  of  buildings  and  the 
clerk  of  the  department,  recommending  the 
reference  of  the  same  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Department  for  the  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

Report  accepted  and  said  reference  ordered. 
Sent  up. 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Sanger  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Fire  Department : 

Report  on  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Com- 
missioners in  favor  of  increasing  the  pay  of 
assistant  engineers  to  S2000  each  per  annum — 
That  thev  concur  with  the  Fire  Commissioners 
and  recommend  that  the  report  be  placed  on 
file. 

Report  accepted  and  said  report  of  the  com- 
missioners ordered  placed  on  hie.    Sent  tip. 

Report  of  the  resolution  (referred  Nov.  18,  1886) 
requesting  the  Fire  Commissioners  to  inform 
the  City  Council  if  there  is  any  reason  for  not 
increasing  the  pay  of  the  enginemen  and  assist- 
ant enginemen  25  cents  per  day — That  no  fur- 
ther action  is  necessary  on  the  part  of  the  City 
Council,  inasmuch  as  the  Board  of  Fire  Com- 
missioners have  submitted  their  view  on  the 
subject  to  the  City  Council. 

Accepted.    Sent  up. 

INVITATION  TO  LUNCH. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Before  submitting  the  report 
of  a  committee  I  ask  leave  to  make  a  motion  at 
this  time,  namely,  that,  the  president  be  in- 
structed to  invite  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  to  lunch,  as  the  gentleman  is  present, 
and  that  the  invitation  also  include  any  mem- 
bers who  were  absent  at  the  last  roll-call  on  the 
lunch  order,  but  who  have  notified  the  clerk 
that  they  would  have  voted  for  the  motion  if 
they  had  been  present.  That  puts  it  on  record, 
if  the  gentlemen  choose  to  put  it  down,  that 
they  were  not  here  then,  but  would  have  voted 
for  the  order  if  they  had  been  here. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Murphy— I  object  to  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12. 

The  President— The  order  reads  that  it  shall 
be  for  the  officers,  members  and  reporters,  and 
as  the.  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  is  an 
officer  the  Chair  will  invite  him  to  lunch. 

Mr.  Whitmore— That  does  not  do  away  with 
the  rest  of  my  motion  in  regard  to  members 
who  were  absent  at  the  roll-call,  and  who  en- 
ter their  names  on  the  record  of  the  clerk. 

Mr,  Wilson— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  is 
not  properly  before  the  house  except  by  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rules.  The  rule  provides  that  the 
lunch  shall  be  ordered  in  a  certain  way,  and 
that  the  vote  shall  be  taken,  and  that  the 
lunch  shall  be  provided  for  only  those  members 
who  vote  in  favor  of  the  order.  That  lunch  has 
been  provided,  and  to  allow  other  persons  to 
partake  of  the  lunch  is  to  presume  that  the  city 
messenger  has  not  been  faithful  to  the  duty  as- 
signed and  ordered  more  lunch  than  was  au- 
thorized by  the  Council. 

The  President— In  accordance  with  the  cus- 
tom established  by  former  presidents  of  the 
Council,  the  Chair  will  rule  that  as  a  lunch  or- 
der is  always  in  order  an  amendment  to  a  lunch 
order  is  always  in  order. 

Mr.  Ladd— Now  that  the  rule  has  been  broken 
over  in  regard  to  this  matter,  I  hope  the  bars 
will  be  taken  down  altogether.  [Laughter.]  It 
turns  out  that  there  are  only  11  stalwart  men 
who  are  ready  to  stand  by  their  colors, 
and  I  should  like  to  see  an  order  introduced 
that  10  of  those  gentlemen  may  be  allowed  to 
partake  of  the  lunch  tonight.  I  want  to  keep  the 
Republicans  here  and  do  not  want  them  to 
leave.  Because  I  have  to  sit  here  for  half  an 
hour  and  endure  the  martyrdom  that  I  endured 
last  year  and  intend  to  endure  this  year,  I  do  not 


think  anybody  ought  to  expect  others  to  do  so. 
If  a  lunch  is  right  and  proper  for  one  party  in 
this  branch  it  is  right  for  another  party,  unless 
he  stands  out  as  an  individual  and  insists  upon 
doing  so  upon  principle,  as  I  propose  to  do.  I  am 
very  sorry  that  the  Republicans  in  this  body  are 
put  in  the  position  that  they  must  vote  for  the 
lunch  order  or  be  deprived  of  the  privilege  of 
sharing  its  benefits  if  they  pvit  themselves  on 
record  against  it.  The  Republicans  are  op- 
posed to  the  lunch  orders  and  would  be  glad  to 
be  so  put  upon  record,  and  to  have  the  Council 
adjourn  at  a  reasonable  hour.  If  that  could 
have  been  carried  through  I  believe  it  would 
meet  with  the  approval  of  every  Republican 
member. 

Mr.  Sanger — I  hope  the  bars  will  not  be  let 
down.  It  seems  to  me  that  business  is  about 
completed,  and  the  lunch  is  certainly  ready.  I 
propose  to  go  home  when  the  lunch  is  served, 
and  shall  consider  that  I  have  done  my  duty  to 
the  public. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  decide  the 
discussion  out  of  order.  The  Chair  would  also 
decide  that  in  order  to  allow  members  who  did 
not  vote  in  favor  of  the  order  to  partake  of  the 
lunch,  the  passage  of  the  order  would  have  to 
be  first  reconsidered,  and  the  question  taken 
again,  and  then  all  the  members  can  go  on  rec- 
ord as  voting  in  favor  of  the  lunch. 

contracts  with  water  department. 

Mr.  Whitmore  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  on  the  order  (referred 
Jan.  20th  ult.)  to  amend  Chapter  30  of  the  Re- 
vised Ordinances  of  1885,  relating  to  proposals 
for  work  in  the  Water  Department — Recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following : 

An  Ordinance 

To  amend  Chapter  30  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1885. 

Be  it  ordained,  &c. 

Section  1.  Chapter  30  of  the  Revised  Ordi- 
nances of  1885  is  hereby  amended  in  Section  6, 
by  inserting  after  the  word  "sureties,"  in  the 
33d  line  of  said  section,  the  following  words: 

"Or  a  deposit  of  money  or  other  collateral  se- 
curities, satisfactory  to  s  aid  board." 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  ordinance 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  ask  for  a  suspension 
of  the  rule,  that  the  ordinance  may  be  passed, 
because  it  is  a  simple  matter,  and  there  was  no 
dissension  in  regard  to  it  in  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances.  The  idea  is  simply  this,  that  the 
general  order  is  that  in  giving  a  contract  the 
contractor  must  give  bonds  for  the  faithful  dis- 
charge of  his  contract,  or  else  pay  money  and 
securities  to  the  equivalent  amount.  Of  course 
that  is  the  best  thing  to  do  if  a  man  has  got  the 
money,  but  in  regard  to  the  Water  Department 
the  old  phraseology  was  carried  out  which  stated 
expressly  that  in  all  cases  they  must  take  a  bond. 
The  Water  Commissioners  came  to  us  and  said 
they  would  like  to  have  it  so  that  they  could 
take  money  instead  of  a  bond,  and  we  have  so 
reported.  Of  course  as  their  contracts  are  liable 
to  come  up  at  any  time  I  think  that  that  expla- 
nation is  sufficiently  clear  so  that  the  Council 
can  save  a  week  in  the  passage  of  the  ordinance 
by  suspending  the  rule  and  passing  it  tonight. 
That  is  the  way  it  stands. 

The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider; 
lost.    Sent  up. 

claim  of  brddget  mahoney. 

Mr.  Blume  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims  on  the  order  (referred  Dec.  23, 
1886)  to  pay  Bridget  Mahoney  $238  paid  by  her 
son  for  a  liquor  license  which  became,  void  by 
reason  of  his  death— That  the  order  ought  not  to 
pass,  in  view  of  the  opinion  of  the  corporation 
counsel  that  the  city  has  no  authority  to  refund 
such  fees. 

Report  accepted.    Sent  up. 

overflow  of  sandford  street,  ward  24. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  Mr.  Light 
offered  an  order— That  the  superintendent  of 
streets  be  requested  to  investigate  the  cause  of 
the  recent  overflow  of  the  water  and  wash  from 
Sandford  street,  in  that  part  of  said  Boston  called 
Dorchester,  whereby  the  premises  of  M.  W.  Cain 
and  others,  abutters  on  said  street,  have  been 
rendered  unfit  for  occupancy,  and  if  possible  to 
at  once  prevent  the  future  occurrence  of  such 
overflow. 
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Passed.  Mr.  Light  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 
Sent  up. 

INSPECTION  OF  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Connolly  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  Department 
lor  the  Inspection  of  Buildings,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Albert  Stirk  for  a  per- 
mit to  build,  outside  the  building  limits,  a 
wooden  addition  in  excess  of  size  allowed,  with- 
out the  construction  of  a  brick  wall— Recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  inspector  of  buildings  be 
authorized  to  issue  a  permit  to  Albert  Stirk  to 
build,  outside  the  building  limits,  a  wooden 
addition  to  building  on  095  Saratoga  street,  Ward 
1,  in  excess  of  size  allowed,  and  without  the 
construction  of  a  brick  wall  as  required  by  the 
ordinances,  and  in  accordance  with  an  applica- 
tion on  tile  in  the  Department  for  the  Inspection 
of  Buildings;  said  addition  to  be  occupied 
for  dressing  rooms,  main  building  occupied  for 
gymnasium. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed.  Mr.  Connolly 
moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

RELIEF  FROM     FLOODS    OCCASIONED    BY  STONY- 
BROOK    OVERFLOW. 

Mr.  Connolly  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Special'  Committee  on  Stony  Brook, 
to  whom  was  referred  by  the  Common  Council 
the  order  requesting  them  to  consider  and  re- 
port some  means  of  temporary  relief  from  floods 
occasioned  by  the  overflow  of  Stony  brook,  hav- 
ing giving  the  subject  their  attention,  beg  leave 
to  submit  the  following  report : 

The  necessity  for  relief  measures  to  avert  if 
possible  the  disaster  resulting  from  the  over- 
flowing of  Stony  brook,  is  well  understood,  and 
the  committee  need  not  explain  it  in  detail  at 
this  time.  The  City  Council  of  last  year  were 
fully  aware  of  it,  from  the  experience  of  the 
previous  winter,and  upon  a  full  and  careful  con- 
sideration of  the  whole  matter  it  decided  that 
the  most  effectual  relief  would  be  obtained  by 
constructing  a  new  conduit  for  the  brook,  be- 
ginning at  a  point  near  the  Tremont-street 
crossing  of  the  Boston  &  Providence  railroad 


and  extending  to  the  Back-bay  Park.  The 
building  of  this  new  conduit  would  entail  upon 
the  city  an  expenditure  of  .§600,000,  according  to 
the  estimates  of  the  engineers,  and  to  procure 
the  money  would  necessitate  a  loan,  under  spec- 
ial authority  to  be  obtained  from  the  Legisla- 
ture. Application  has  been  made  in  due  course 
for  such  authority,  but  several  years  may  elapse 
before  this  plan  is  completed  and  put  in  opera- 
tion In  the  mean  time  nothing  is  being  done  to 
relieve  the  inhabitants  of  the  section  affected 
by  the  flow  of  Stony  brook  from  the  danger  of  a 
flood  that  threatens  them  whenever  there  is 
an  unusually  heavy  rain  or  a  protracted  thaw. 
An  example  of  this  danger  was  furnished  during 
the  recent  thaw  in  the  month  of  January,  when 
serious  disaster  was  only  averted  by  the  prompt 
measures  of  the  Sewer  Department,  in  con- 
strucing  dams  on  the  Hyde  Park  meadows, 
whereby  the  waters  of  the  brook  were  held  in 
check  until  the  cessation  of  the  thaw. 

A  temporary  relief  measure,  as  it  is  called, 
was  proposed  last  year,  which,  upon  examina- 
tion, commends  itself  to  your  committee  as  a 
desirable  plan  for  the  city  to  adopt,  namely: 
the  extension  of  the  Stony-brook  conduit  di- 
rectly down  Tremont  street,  from  the  point 
where  it  now  passes  under  Tremont  street,  at 
Linden  Park  street,  to  Culvert  street.  This 
extension,  it  is  claimed,  will  afford  an  outlet  for 
all  minor  floods,  and  will  relieve  the  territory  to 
that  extent,  until  more  effectual  and  extensive 
improvements  can  be  carried  out.  It  is  a  plan 
that  is  endorsed  by  the  city  engineer  and  the 
superintendent  of  sewers ;  and  as  it  can  be  com- 
pleted in  a  short  time,  at  a  comparatively  small 
expense,  estimated  at  $00,000,  the  committee 
believe  it  should  be  adopted  by  the  City  Council, 
and  that  immediate  steps  should  be  taken  to 
procure  the  necessary  funds  for  carrying  it  into 
effect.  They  accordingly  recommend  reference 
of  the  matter  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  to 
provide  the  means. 

Accepted  and  referred  to  Committee  oiCFi- 
nance.    Sent  up. 

Adjourned  at  11.50  P.M.,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Richards. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Monday,  Feb.  7, 1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
4  o'clock  P.  M.,  Aid.  Donovan,  chairman,  presid- 
ing, and  all  the  members  present. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Smith,  the  reading  of  the 
record  of  the  last  meeting  was  dispensed  with. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENTS. 

Communications  were  received  from  Hi  s  Honor 
the  Mayor  making  the  following  appointments : 

To  be  weighers  of  coal— Joseph  W.  Robbins, 
Edward  Robbins,  J  Lawrence  Martin,  and  A. 
Sidney  Auld. 

To  be  a  measurer  of  grain— T.  H.  Cabot. 

Severally  laid  over. 

HEARINGS  ON  ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

1.  On  petition  of  R.  Beeching  &  Co.,  for  license 
to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  steam  engine  at  67 
Blackstone  street.  No  objections.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

2.  On  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Washington  street,  between  Foster  and  Parsons 
streets,  Brighton. 

3.  On  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Everett  street,  from  Raymond  street  to  Lincoln 
street,  and  in  Lincoln  street,  from  Everett  street 
to  Franklin  street,  Brighton. 

4.  On  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Maverick  street,  from  Lamson  street  to  Cottage 
street,  East  Boston. 

No  objections.  Severally  recommitted  to  Com- 
mittee on  Sewers. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving  (Aid.)— William 
Geraty,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  to  his  es- 
tate, No.  1517  Tremont  street. 

William  S.  Swett,  to  open  sidewalk  and  put  in 
basement  windows  and  coal  scuttle,  at  estates 
54-62  Chapman  street,  corner  Emerald  street. 

W.  L.  Lockhart,  to  excavate  under  sidewalk 
in  front  of  the  estate  on  the  northeast  corner  of 
Merrimac  and  Staniford  streets,  for  storage  pur- 
poses, and  to  place  six  coal  holes  in  said  side- 
walk. 

John  Quirk,  to  move  a  wooden  building  from 
Williams  street  (Franklin  Park),  to  Vaughan 
avenue,  near  Geneva  avenue. 

M.  E.  R.  Jones,  for  abatement  of  assessment  of 
$8.47  against  his  estate  on  Utica  street,  corner 
Utica  place,  for  edgestone  and  sidewalk. 

Ashmont  Improvement  Company  and  69  others, 
that  Dorchester  avenue  and  Argyle  street  be 
paved  with  granite  blocks,  or  macadamized. 

Boston  Sugar  Refinery  Company,  for  leave  to 
use  electricity  as  a  motive  power  on  their  cars 
running  across  Marginal  street.  East  Boston, 
from  their  wharf  and.  warehouse  to  their  re- 
finery. 

G.  F.  Burkhardt,  for  consideration  of  the  mat- 
ter of  condition  of  a  building  on  Prentiss  street, 
corner  Halleck  street,  alleged  to  have  become 
unsafe  through  the  acts  of  the  city. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims— Sarah  J.  Dugan, 
for  compensation  for  injuries  received  by  reason 
of  an  alleged  defect  at  No.  31  Genesee  street, 
Dec.  29,  1886. 

Dennis  Crowley,  for  compensation  for  personal 
injuries  received  on  a  boat  on  the  East  Boston 
(north)  ferry,  Dec.  29,  1886. 

Louisa  F.  Smith,  for  compensation  for  damages 
received. 

Joannah  Larkin,  to  be  refunded  a  portion  of 
the  amount  paid  by  her  husband,  Michael  Lar- 
kin, (deceased,)  for  liquor  license  at  No.  148 
Castle  street,  for  the  year  1886-87. 

J.  P.  and  Adela  F.  Ryder,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  received  on  Bennington  street,  East 
Boston. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Bridges— M. 
O'Brine,  engineer  of  Broadway  bridge,  for  an 
increase  of  salary. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  (Aid.)— John  D. 
Lane,  to  occupy  a  new  brick  building  for  four 
horses  on  Trenton  street,  Ward  1, 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  East  Boston  Fer- 
ries—-James    McHugh    and    other    employees 


(deck  hands)  of  East  Boston  ferries  for  increase 
of  pay. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines,  etc.— J. 
P.  Lovering,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler  of 
20-horse  power  for  heating  purposes,  at  237 
Washington  street. 

Joseph  Knight,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
boiler  of  30-horse  power  for  heating  purposes  at 
201  State  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police  (Aid.) — F.  R. 
Nevens,  to  be  compensated  for  fowls  killed  Jan. 
20  by  dogs. 

Mrs.  J.  F.  Colgan,  for  compensation  for  hens 
killed  by  dog  in  January,  1887. 

S.  A.  Randall,  for  compensation  for  fowls 
killed  by  dog. 

To  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall,  etc.—'L. 
B.  Bates  and  others,  for  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall 
between  12  and  1  o'clock  each  day,  Feb.  8  to  12, 
inclusive,  for  holding  religious  meetings. 

M.  J.  Bishop  and  others,  for  use  of  Faneuil 
Hall  on  Wednesday  evening,  Feb.  9,  for  a  labor 
meeting.  . 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses — John  F.  Trav- 
ers,  to  run  two  coaches  between  Forest  Hills 
station  and  Calvary  cemetery  on  Sundays,  via 
Hyde  Park  avenue,  Mt.  Hope,  and  Berry  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers  (Aid.) — John  E. 
Blakemore  and  others,  for  sewer  in  Brook  and 
Florence  streets.  Ward  23. 

To  the  Committee  on  Armories— Company  L, 
First  Regiment  M.  V.  M.,  for  an  appropriation  of 
$1500  for  furnishing  and  repairing  their  armory. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  (Aid.)— Boston 
Sugar  Refining  Company  to  remove  a  tree  in 
Marginal  street,  opposite  their  warehouse. 

To  the  Committee  on  Railroads— Ocean  Ter- 
minal railroad,  to  fix  the  route  of  the  crossing  of 
Chelsea  bridge  by  said  railroad  and  to  authorize 
the  crossing  of  said  bridge  by  said  railroad  at 
grade. 

Metropolitan  Railroad  Company. 

The  following  was  received  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Railroads. 
To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  City 

of  Boston. 

Gentlemen,— The  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany, for  the  better  accommodation  of  their 
patrons,  would  most  respectfully  ask  for  the  fol- 
lowing connections  and  extension  of  their  tracks ; 
and  in  consideration  of  the  fact  that  the  season 
is  advancing  and  extensive  preparations  will  be 
immediately  necessary,  they  most  respectfully 
ask  that  as  early  a  hearing  as  possible  may  be 
granted ;  they  would  also  draw  your  attention  to 
the  very  large  amount  of  land  now  wholly  or 
partially  unimproved  that  favorable  action  on 
your  part  will  cause  to  be  developed. 

First.  For  the  right  to  lay  tracks  with  all 
necessary  curves,  connections,  turnouts,  etc.,  on 
Lamartine  street.  Highland  District,  beginning 
at  the  tracks  of  this  company  on  Centre  street, 
and  running  over  Lamartine  street.  Green  street, 
Elm,  Everett,  and  Call  streets  to  Keyes  street ; 
on  Keyes  street,  there  to  connect  with  the  pres- 
ent tracks  of  this  company  on  South  street  to  the 
Forest  Hills  station  of  the  Providence  railroad ; 
also  to  lay  tracks  on  Centre  street,  from  and 
connecting  with  its  tracks  on  Pynchon  street,  to 
and  connecting  with  its  tracks  at  Eliot  square. 

Second.  To  lay  tracks  on  West  Lenox  street, 
from  Tremont  to  Washington  street,  to  connect 
with  tracks  of  this  company  on  both  Washing- 
ton and  Tremont  streets,  with  curves  both  ways 
on  each  street. 

Third.  To  lay  tracks  on  Boston  street,  Dor- 
chester District,  beginning  and  connecting  with 
tracks  of  this  company  on  S  tough  ton  street,  at 
Upham's  Corner,  and  connecting  with  its  tracks 
on  Dorchester  avenue. 

Fourth.  For  tracks  on  East  Chester  Park  ex- 
tension, so  called,  from  Boston  street  to  Swett 
street,  and  on  Swett  street,  to  Albany  street, 
there  to  connect  with  the  tracks  on  Northamp- 
ton street,  with  the  right  to  use  tracks  already 
laid  on  Northampton  street  not  belonging  to  this 
company,  and  the  right  to  connect  such  tracks 
on  East  Chester  Park  with  the  tracks  on  Boston 
street,  with  curves  both  ways,  when  the  same 
shall  have  been  laid. 

Fifth.  To  lay  tracks  on  Swett  street,  from  the 
tracks  of  this  company  on  Dorchester  avenue  to 
and  across  Albany  street,  there  to  connect  with 
the  tracks  already  laid  on  Northampton  street, 
not  belonging  to  this  company. 

Sixth.  To  lay  tracks  on  Erie  avenue,  Dorches- 
ter District,  from  Washington   street  to  Glen 


136 


BOAflD     OF     ALDERMEN 


road,  and  on  Glen  road  to  Blue  Hill  avenue, 
with  the  right  to  connect  said  tracks  with  the 
existing  tracks  on  Washington  street. 

Seventh.  To  lay  a  single  track  with  turnouts 
on  Howard  street  to  Bulfinch  street,  and  on  Bul- 
finch  street  to  Court  street,  and  with  the  right 
to  connect  with  the  tracks  of  this  company  on 
Court  street,  with  curves  both  ways,  at  Howard 
street  and  Bulrinch  street. 

Eighth.  To  extend  its  tracks  on  Marlborough 
street  to  Arlington  street,  and  on  Arlington 
street  to  Beacon  street,  and  on  Beacon  street  to 
and  to  connect  with  its  tracks  on  Charles  street, 
with  curves  both  ways  at  Charles  street. 

The  above  to  establish  a  line  from  the  Back 
Bay  District  to  the  northern  depots  via  Charles 
street,  in  connection  with  its  belt  lines. 

Ninth.  To  lay  tracks  on  Adams  street  and  Ne- 
ponset  avenue,  beginning  at  the  tracks  on  Dor- 
chester avenue  at  Field"s  Corner  and  extending 
to  Neponset  bridge. 

Tenth.  For  the  right  to  extend  its  Dartmouth- 
street  tracks  from  their  connection  at  Trernont 
street,  across  Trernont  street  and  over  Dedham 
street  to  and  to  connect  with  their  tracks  on 
Harrison  avenue,  with  turnouts  both  ways  at 
Washington  street  and  Harrison  avenue. 

Eleventh.  To  extend  their  present  tracks  on 
Bowdoin  street  from  their  present  terminus  at 
Geneva  avenue  to  and  to  connect  with  tracks 
already  laid  on  Washington  street. 

Should  this  company  so  desire,  they  ask  for 
the  right  to  use  electric  power  for  the  propul- 
sion of  its  cars  on  all  or  any  '•f  the  above  routes 
or  their  connections. 

Metropolitan  Railroad  Company, 

By  C.  A.  Richards,  President. 

Boston,  February  7,  1837. 

Suburban  Street  Railway  Company. 

The  following  was  received  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Railroads: 
To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the-  City 

of  Boston. 

The  undersigned,  a  majority  of  the  directors 
of  the  association  for  the  formation  of  the  Sub- 
urban Street  Railway  Company,  respectfully  pe- 
tition for  a  location  for  the  tracks  of  the  rail- 
way of  the  said  proposed  company  in  said  city 
of  Boston,  with  the  L- i s-r  1 1 1  to  construct,  use  and 
maintain  a  double  track  and  suitable  curves, 
turnouts,  switches  and  connections  on  such  lo- 
cation, as  follows,  viz.: 

Beginning  at  and  connecting  with  the  tracks 
of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  at  the 
intersection  of  Trernont  and  Park  Streets,  in  said 
city,  and  extending  through  said  Park  street  to 
Beacon  street,  thence  through  Beacon  street  to 
Arlington  street,  thence  through  Arlington 
strr.-t  to  Marlborough  street,  thence  through 
Marlborough  street  to  its  intersection  with 
Clarendon  street,  and  then'  to  connect  with  the 
tracks  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company. 

Also  beginning  at  and  connecting  with  the 
tracks  of  the  West  End  Street  Railway  Com- 
pany, as  located  at  the  intersection  of  Beacon 
street  and  Brighton  avenue,  which  alter  March 
1, 1887,  will  be  known  as  Commonwealth  a\  emre, 
in  i.-;i:l  :  i ;  >  in  1  extending  through  sac  Brigh- 
ton avenue  to  Essex  street,  and  there  connect- 
ing with  the  tracks  of  the  Cambridge  Railroad 
Company. 

Also   beginning   at   and   connecting  with  I  lie 

tracks  oi    the  West   End  Street Rauway C 

panj .  as  located  al  i  he  intersection  of   Beacon 

Street  and  Brookline  avenue  in  said  city,  and 
extending  through  Brookline  avenue  to  the 
boundary  line  between  said  city  of  Boston  and 
the  l"\\  n  "I  Brookline,  where  said  bou Hilary  line 

crosses  said  Brookline  avenue. 

<i.  T.  W.  Braman, 
Albert  A.  Fori.. 
Henry  i>.  Hyde, 
Hexky  M.  Whitney, 
Jonas  H.  French, 
Jarvis  D.  Bra.h  \.\, 
E.  ii.  Baker, 

Directors  oT  tKe Association  foi  the   Formation 
oi  i  be  Suburban  Street,  Railway  Company. 
Boston,  Feb.  7,  1887. 

[Certificate  of  Subscription.] 
We,  the  undersigned,  directors,  clerk  and 
treasurer  of  the  association  for  the  formation  of 
the  Suburban  Street  Railway  Company,  hereby 
certify  that  the  amount  of  capital  stock  named 
in  the  articles  of  association  has  been  subscribed 
thereto  in  good  faith  by  responsible  parties,  and 
that  ten  per  cent  of  the  par  value  oi    each  share 


thereof  has  been  actually  paid  in  cash  to  the 
treasurer,  and,  also,  that  it  is  intended  in  good 
faith  to  locate,  construct,  maintain  and  operate 
the  railway  upon  the  route  fixed  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  law. 

G.  T.  W.  Braman, 
Albert  A.  Pope, 
Henry  D.  Hyde, 
Henry M. Whitney",  (Directors. 
Jonas  H.  French, 
Jarvis  D.  Braman,  i 
E.  H.  Baker,  J 

M.  F.  Dickinson,  Jr.,  Clerk. 
Grenville  D.  Braman,  Treasurer. 
[Certificate  of  Publication.] 
I,  the  undersigned,  M.  F.  Dickinson,  Jr.,  clerk 
of  the  Association  for  the  Formation  of  the 
Suburban  Street  Railway  Company,  hereby 
certify  that  the  directors  of  said  association  have 
caused  a  copy  of  the  articles  of  association  to  be 
published  in  one  or  more  newspapers,  in  each 
county  in  which  the  railway  is  proposed  to  be 
located,  once  a  week,  for  three  successive  weeks, 
before  proceeding  to  fix  the  route  of  the  road,  to 
wit :  In  the  Chronicle,  a  weekly  newspaper,  pub- 
lished in  Brookline,  in  the  County  of  Norfolk, on 
January  22,  1887,  January  29,  1887,  and  February 
5,  1SS7,  and  in  the  Boston  Morning  Journal,  a 
daily  newspaper,  published  in  Boston,  in  the 
County  of  Suffolk,  on  January  17,  1887,  January 
26.  1S87,  and  February  2,  1887. 

M.  F.  Dickinson,  Jr., 
Clerk  of  the  Association. 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 

Boston,  February  5, 1887. 
Suffolk,  ss. 

Then  personally  appeared  the  above  named 
M.  F.  Dickinson,  Jr.,  and  made  oath  that  the 
foregoing  certificate  by  him  subscribed  is  true, 
before  me,  Grenville  D.  Braman, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
Later  in  the  session  Aid.  Capen  submitted  a 
report  from  the  Committee  on  Railroads  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  an  order  of  notice  for  a 
hearing  on  the  above  petition  on  Monday,  Feb. 
28,  inst..  at  4  P.M.    The  order  was  passed. 

orders  of  notice  on  petitions. 

Orders  of  notice  were  passed  for  hearings  on 
petitions  as  follows: 

Mary  A.  Bisbee  and  others,  to  project  a  bay 
window  from  building  on  Staniford-street  ex- 
tension—for  a  hearing  thereon  on  Monday,  the 
■_'lsl  day  of  February,  at  4  o'clock  P.  M. 

Union  Club,  for  leave  to  project  an  iron  bal- 
cony from  building  No.  8  Park  street,  Ward  10— 
for  a  bearing  thereon  on  Monday,  the  14th  day 
Of  February,  at  4  o'clock  P.  M, 

Boston  Wharf  Company,  to  erect  and  use  a 
stationary  steam  engine  01  80-horse  power  at  A 
Street,  corner  of  Congress  street— for  a  hearing 
thereon  on  Monday,  the  28th  day  of  February,  at 
4  o'clock  P.  M. 

joint  rules  and  orders. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  Aid.  Allen 
submitted  the  following: 

The  special  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  appointed  to  confer  with  a 
similar  committee  of  the  Common  Council,  on 
the    points    of    difference     between      the      two 

branches  regarding tht  drift  dEjsint  rules  thit 
has  been  reported  to  the  City  Council  respect- 
fully report  that  they  have  conferred  with  said 
committee,  and  as  a  result  of  such  a  conference 
recommend, 

1.  That  the  Board  of  Aldermen  adhere  to 
their  former  action  regarding  the  form  of  See. 
4  of  Rule  2. 

2.  That  the  Board  of  Aldermen  recede  from 
their  former  action  regarding  the  form  of  Utile 
83  and  concur  in  the  amendments  thereto, 
adopted  by  the  Common  Council. 

Aid.  Allen— In  order  that  the  gentlemen  of 
the  Board  may  fully  understand  the  character 
of  that  report,  1  would  say  that  Section  1  of  Rule 
2,  which  the  committee  recommends  that  this 
Board  adhere  to,  is  as  follows: 

"A  Committee  on  Finance,  to  consist  of  three 
aldermen  and  five  councilmen,  to  whom  shall 
be  referred  all  applications  for  expenditures 
which  Involve  a  loan,  or  a  transfer  of  any  part 
of  an  appropriation  named  in  the  general  ap- 
propriation order  or  from  the  reserved  fund." 

The  next  point  considered  by  the  committee 
was  in  regard  to  Rule  3,  wherein  we  recommend 
that  the  Board  concur  with   the  Common  Conn- 


FEBRUARY     7 


18  8  7 


137 


eil,  which  would  make  the  rule  read  thus : 
"The  member  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  first 
named  on  every  joint  standing  committee  shall 
he  its  chairman,"  introducing  the  word  "stand- 
ing" between  the  words  "joint"  and  "commit- 
tee," so  I  hat  it  shall  read  "every  joint  standing 
committee,"  and  at  the  close  of  the  paragraph 
add  these  words :  "Every  joint  special  committee 
may  choose  its  own  chairman."  We  recommend 
that  the  Board  concur  with  the  Common  Coun- 
cil in  that  amendment,  and  those  are  the  only 
amendmenls  in  which  there  has  been  any  dif- 
ference of  opinion  between  the  two  branches. 

The  Board  voted  to  adhere  to  its  former  action 
in  amending  Section  4,  Joint  Rule  2.    Sent  down. 

The  report  was  accepted.  The  Board  receded 
from  their  former  action  on  Joint  Rule  3,  and 
said  rule,  as  amended  by  the  Common  Council, 
was  adopted  in  concurrence. 

PAPEKS  FEOJI  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

5.  Auditor's  monthly  exhibit.  (Doc.  34.)  Placed 
on  file. 

6.  Monthly  statement  Treasury  Department. 
(Doc.  31.)    Placed  on  file. 

7.  Quarterly  report  of  water  registrar  of  re- 
ceipt to  Feb.  l,  1887.    Placed  on  file. 

8.  Report  of  special  committee  on  temporary 
relief  from  floods  by  the  overflow  of  Stony  Brook, 
recommending  reference  of  the  matter  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  to  provide  the  means 
for  an  appropriation  of  360,000  for  said  purpose. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance  in  concur- 
rence. 

9.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  "ought  not 
to  pass,"  on  an  order  to  pay  Bridget  Mahoney 
$238.  paid  by  her  son  for  a  liquor  license,  which 
became  void  by  reason  of  his  death.  Accepted 
in  concurrence. 

10.  Report  and  order  of  Committee  on  Depart- 
ment for  the  Inspection  of  Buildings,  authoriz- 
ing issuing  of  a  permit  to  Albert  Stark  to  build  a 
wooden  addition  at  695  Saratoga  street.  Ward  1. 
Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 
Aid.  Sullivan  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

11.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  with  or- 
der "that  the  city  auditor  be  authorized  to  trans- 
fer the  sum  of  $7500  from  the  appropriation  for 
interest  to  the  appropriation  for  incidental  ex- 
penses." Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  con- 
currence ;  yeas  12.  nays  0. 

12.  Report  of  same  committee,  with  order 
"that  the  city  auditor  be  authorized  to  transfer 
the  sum  of  $1500  from  the  appropriation  for  Al- 
bany-street bridge  to  the  contingent  fund  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen."  Report  accepted,  order 
passed  in  concurrence ;  yeas  12,  nays  0. 

13.  Report  of  same  committee,  with  order 
"that  the  city  auditor  be  authorized  to  transfer 
the  sum  of  $2000  from  the  appropriation  for  Al- 
bany-street bridge  to  the  contingent  fund  of 
the  Common  Council."  Report  accepted,  order 
passed  in  concurrence ;  yeas  12,  nays  0. 

14.  Report  of  same  committee,  with  order  that 
the  city  treasurer  be  authorized  to  negotiate  the 
"Public  Park  construction  loan,"  authorized  bv 
an  order  of  the  City  Council  approved  Jan.  4, 
1887,  from  time  to  time,  in  such  manner  as  he 
shall  deem  to  be  for'  the  best  interests  of  the 
city,  subject  to  the  approval  of  His  Honor  the 
Mayor,  and  to  issue  therefor  negotiable  bonds  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  at  not  less  than  their 
par  value,  payable  hi  not  less  than  30  years  nor 
more  than  50  years,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  3V2 
per  cent  per  annum.  So  much  of  said  order  of 
the  City  Council,  approved  Jan.  4.  1887,  as  is  in- 
consistent with  this  order  is  hereby  rescinded. 
Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence ; 
yeas  12,  nays  0. 

15.  Report  of  same  committee,  recommending 
reference  to  the  Committee  on  the  Department 
for  the  Inspection  of  Buildings  of  an  ordinance 
to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  assistant  inspector 
of  buildings  and  the  clerk  of  the  department. 
Accepted  and  referred  accordingly  in  concur- 
rence. 

16.  Report  of  Committee  on  Ordinances,  with 
ordinance  amending  Section  6  of  Chapter  30, 
Revised  Ordinances,  so  that  in  the  matter  of  the 
performance-  of  contracts  made  by  the  Water 
Board,  in  addition  to  a  bond  with  sureties  being 
given,  a  deposit  of  money,  or  other  collateral 
securities  satisfactory  to  said  board,  may  be 
made  when  the  contract  is  signed  and  delivered. 
Report  accepted,  ordinance  passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

17.  Report  of  Committee  on  Fire  Department 
that  they  concur  with  the  report  of  the  Fire 


Commissioners  in  increasing  the  pay  of  assistant 
engineers  to  $2000  and  recommending  that  said 
report  be  placed  on  file.  Report  accepted  and 
said  report  of  the  commissioners  placed  on  file. 

18.  Report  of  the  same  committee  that  no  fur- 
ther action  is  necessary  on  a  resolution  request- 
ing the  Fire  Commissioners  to  inform  the  City 
Council  if  there  is  any  reason  for  not  increasing 
the  pay  of  enginemen  and  assistant  enginemen 
25  cents  per  day.  Report  accepted,  and  said  re- 
port of  the  commissioners  placed  on  file. 

19.  Preamble  and  order  appointing  Messrs. 
Whall,  Wilsjn.Whitmore,  R.  Sullivan  and  Ladd, 
with  such  as  the  aldermen  may  join,  a  special 
committee  to  investigate  certain  charges  against 
the  Board  of  Police,  report  in  print,  etc.  Passed 
in  concurrence,  and  Aid.  Lee,  Allen  and  Capen 
were  appointed  on  said  committee. 

20.  Preamble  and  order  appointing  Messrs.  J. 
H.  Sullivan,  Fottler,  Leary,  Fowler  and  Mc- 
Kenna.  with  such  as  the  aldermen  may  join,  a 
special  committee  to  investigate  certain  charges 
against  the  superintendent  of  bridges,  report  in 
print,  etc.  Passed  in  concurrence,  and  Aid.  Sul- 
livan, Haynes  and  Maguire  were  appointed  on 
said  committee. 

21.  Order  to  take  all  papers  relative  to  the 
occupation  of  streets  for  building  purposes  from 
files  of  last  year  and  refer  the  same  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Department  of  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings.   Passed  in  concurrence. 

22.  Order  requesting  the  superintendent  of 
streets  to  investigate  cause  of  recent  overflow  of 
water  and  wash  from  Sanford  street,  Dorchester, 
upon  the  premises  of  M.  W.  Cain  and  others, 
and,  if  possible,  to  prevent  the  future  occurrence 
of  such  overflow.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

23.  Order  "that  all  steam  railroads  crossing  at 
grades  be  required  to  lower  both  gates  while 
passing,  both  day  and  night." 

Aid.  Lee— I  would  first  move  to  amend  by 
striking  out  the  word  "both"  and  inserting  the 
word  "all." 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  ques- 
tion was  on  thepassage  of  the  order  asamended. 

Aid.  Lee— Without  taking  up  the  time  of  the 
Board,  I  would  now  move  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  order,  as  I  believe,  sir,  that  the 
statute  law  covers  cases  of  this  kind. 

The  order  was  indefinitely  postponed.  Notice 
sent  down. 

Aid  Carroll  moved  to  reconsider  all  votes 
passed  on  Nos.  10  to  23  inclusive,  hoping  it  would 
not  prevail ;  lost. 

SPECIAL  ASSIGNMENT. 

24.  Order  to  provide  lockers  for  the  Common 
Council,  and  to  transfer  not  exceeding  $500  from 
the  appropriation  for  Albany-street  bridge  for 
that  purpose. 

Passed  in  concurrence :  yeas  12,  nays  0.  Aid. 
Maguire  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

FANEUIL  HALL. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall,  etc. : 

Report  on  the  petition  of  M.  J.  Bishop  and 
others,  for  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  on  Wednes- 
day evening,  Feb.  9,  for  a  labor  meeting,  recom- 
mending that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  L.  B.  Bates  and 
others,  for  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  between  12 
and  1  o'clock  each  day  Feb.  8  to  12  inclusive  for 
holding  religious  meetings,  recommending  that 
leave  be  granted  between  the  hours  of  12  and  1 
o'clock  daily  on  the  usual  conditions, 

Report  accepted  and  leave  was  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

stables. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health  (Aid.)  that  leave  be  granted  as 
follows  on  petitions  to  occupy  stables : 

James  Lyons,  proposed .  wooden,  one  horse. 
Granger  street,  comer  of  Duncan  street,  Ward 
24. 

Samuel  Atherton,  old  wood  en,  two  cows  and 
two  horses,  on  Fuller  street,  between  Washing- 
ton street  and  Milton  avenue.  Ward  24. 

Thomas  Fahey,  new  wooden,  three  horses,' 
rear  49  Downer  street,  Ward  22. 

Reports  severally  accepted  and  permits  grant- 
ed on  the  usual  conditions. 

Also  report  of  leave  to  withdraw,  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Henry  J.  Godfrey,  to  occupy  old  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse,  on  lot  at  junction  of  Adams 
street  and  Dorchester  avenue,  Ward  24.  Ac- 
cepted. 
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REPOKTS   FROM  FKASCE   COMMITTEE. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Finance  Committee : 

Orient  Heights. 

Report  on  the  order,  referred  as  unfinished 
business  of  last  year,  to  provide  by  a  loan  to  the 
amount  of  .810.000  for  the  construction  of  streets 
at  Orient  Heights— That  no  action  is  necessary 
on  the  part  of  the.City  Council.  Accepted.  Sent 
down. 

Ambulance  for  Brighton. 

Report  on  the  communication  from  the  Board 
of  Police,  referred  as  unfinished  business  of  last 
year,  in  regard  to  providing  an  ambulance  for 
the  Brighton  District,  recommending  reference 
of  the  communication  to  the  Committeee  on 
Appropriations. 

Accepted  and  said  reference  ordered.  Sent 
down. 

Broadway  Extension. 

Report  on  the  order,  referred  as  unfinished 
business  of  last  year,  to  provide  by  loan  to  the 
amount  of  $100,000  for  extending  Broadway  to 
Park  square,  recommending  reference  of  the  or- 
der to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

Accepted  and  said  reference  ordered.  Sent 
down. 

Widening  Kneeland  Street. 

Report  on  the  order,  referred  as  unfinished 
business  of  last  year,  to  provide  a  loan  to  the 
amount  of  $130,000  for  widening  Kneeland  street, 
recommending  reference  of  the  same  to  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations. 

Accepted  and  said  reference  ordered.  Sent 
down. 

Columbus  Avenue  Extension. 

Report  on  the  order,  referred  as  unfinished 
business  of  last  year,  to  provide  by  loan  to  the 
amount  of  $250,000  for  extending  Columbus 
avenue  to  Ruggles  street,  recommending  refer- 
ence of  the  same  to  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations. 

Accepted,  and  said  reference  ordered.  Sent 
down. 

Report  on  the  order,  referred  as  unfinished 
business  of  last  year,  to  provide  by  loan  to  tin- 
amount  of  $265,000  for  extending  Columbus  ave- 
nue, recommending  reference  of  the  same  to 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

Accepted,  and  said  referi  ace  ordered.  Sent 
down. 

Grading  of  Humboldt  Avenue. 

Report  on  the  order,  referred  as  unfinished 
business  of  last  year,  for  grading  Bumboldl 
avenue  at  an  expense  of  <v>,ooo.  recommending 
reference  of  the  sunn'  to  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations. 

Accepted,  and  said  reference  ordered.  Sen1 
down. 

Hoist  \\r.   BEAU. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  a  report  from  the 

Committee  on    Inspect] I'  Buildings  (Aid.) 

recommending  that  leave  be  granted  T.  I).  Sul- 
livan to  maintain  a  hoisting  beam  in  front  oi 
531  Hanover  street  to  raise  hay  and  grain  into 
said  premises. 

Report  accepted  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

\):  MORIES. 

Aid.  N.  a.  Smith  submitted  a  report  from  the 

Committee  on  Armories,  recommending  refer- 
ence to  the  superintendent  of  public  buildings 
of  the  petition  of  Company  II.  Ninth  Regiment, 
M.  V.  EL,  for  an  appropriation  for  repairs  of 
armories. 

Accepted,  and  Baid  reference  ordered. 

Aid.  Smith  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Armories  on  the  petition  of  William 
M.  Strachan  for  a  rifle  range  within  the  citj 
limits— That  the  petitioners  ha\  e  Leave  to  with- 
draw. 

Report  accepted, 

Aid.  N.  c;.  s.mi  i  ir  submitted  the  following: 

The  Cominitti n  Armories,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred, as  unfinished  business  Of  last  year,  the 
order  to  hire  Congress  I  hill  in  ( Iharlestown  as  an 
armory  for  Company  A,  Fifth  Regiment,  having 
considered  the  subject,  respectfully  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  order  in  the  following  new 
draft: 

Ordered.  That    the     rintendent   of    public 

buildings  be  authorized  to  hire  for  a  term  of  ii\  e 
years,  from  Jan.  1,  1887,  the  rooms  in  Congress 
Hall,  No.  3.JS  Main  street.  Charlestown.  now  oc- 


cupied as  an  armory  by  Company  A,  Fifth  Regi- 
ment, M.  V,  M.,  at  an  annual  rental  of  $1200,  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  armories. 

Aid.  >s .  G.  Smith— 1  want  to  say  in  explana- 
tion of  that  order  that  the  committee  visited  the 
rooms  last  week  and  inspected  them  carefully: 
that  the  quarters  are  admirably  adapted  for  the 
purpose  for  which  they  are  to  be  used,  and 
that  they  are  among  the  best  that  the  com- 
mittee have  seen.  Ihey  are  the  best  quarters 
which  are  being  used  for  the  quartering  of  a 
company  of  militia  that  I  have  seen  for  the  last 
two  years.  The  person  who  owns  the  armory 
was  before  the  committee  and  stated  that  the 
rooms  had  been  leased  for  the  last  five  years  at 
an  annual  rental  of  $800,  but  that  he  could  not 
afford  to  renew  the  lease  at  that  price.  The 
committee  thought  at  first  that  $1200 — the  sum  he 
asks  at  present— was  too  high,  and  for  that  rea- 
son thay  took  the  time  to  visit  and  inspect  the 
rooms  carefully,  and  they  are  unanimously  of 
the  opinion  that  the  rent  asked  is  a  reasonable 
one.  It  is  as  low  as  rooms  of  that  character 
could  be  obtained  for  in  any  part  of  the  city. 
The  city  in  the  last  few  years  has  laid  out  con- 
siderable money  in  refitting  and  furnishing  the 
rooms,  and  fitting  them  with  steam  heat.  I 
think  they  put  in  steam  heat  a  couple  of  years 
ago  at  an  expense  of  about  $600,  and  they  laid 
out  something  like  $600  last  year  for  painting, 
furnishing  and  refitting,  and  the  rooms  as  they 
are  today  are  not  only  a  credit  to  the  company 
that  occupies  them  but  are  a  credit  to  the  mili- 
tia of  the  State.  As  I  stated  before,  there  are  no 
finer  quarters  in  this  city  in  use  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  I  don't  believe  that  any  other  quar- 
ters of  that  kind  could  be  hired  for  less  money, 
even  if  they  could  be  hired  for  that  sum.  The 
committee,  therefore,  as  a  unit,  recommend 
that  the  lease  be  renewed  at  those  figures. 

The  order  was  passed. 

PROJECTIONS  FROM  BUILDINGS. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Department  for  the  Inspection  of 
Buildings  (Aid.),  recommending  that  leave  be 
granted  on  the  usual  conditions,  as  follows: 

T.  D.  Sullivan,  to  maintain  a  hoisting  beam  in 
front  of  531  Hanover  street,  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  hay  and  grain  into  said  premises. 

A.  I>.  i  lollins,  to  project  a  bay  window  from  12 
Carver  st  reel. 

Reports  aci  epted  and  permits  w  civ  granted  Oil 
the  usual  conditions. 

Also  report  from  the  same  committee  of  leave 
to  withdraw  on  petition  of  .lames  N.  Thompson, 
to  construct  the  cellar  of  building  262  Shawiuut 
avenue  at  grade  9.    Accepted. 

building  permit. 

Aid.  V  G.  Smith  submitted  a  report   from  the 

.loiiil  Committer  on  the  IVpartmcut  for  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings,  recommending  the  passage  oi 
an    order     That    the    inspector   of    buildings   he 

authorized  to  issue  a  permit  to  Robert  Treat 
Paine,  to  build,  outside  the  building  limits,  a 
wooden  building  on  Halleck  street,  Ward  22.  in 
excess  of  range  allowed  and  without  the  inter- 
vention or  construction  of  a  brick  wall  as  re- 
quired bj  the  ordinances,  and  in  accordance 
with  an  application  on  tile  in  the  Department 
lor  the  Inspection  of  I'.u i Idings ;  said  building  I" 
be  occupied  for  finishing  paper. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.     Sent  down. 
CLAIMS. 

Aid.  I.KK  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Joint  Commit! n  ( Maims: 

Reports  of  lea\  c  to  withdraw  on  the  following 
petitions: 

Sarah  W.  Story,  for  com  pen  sai  ion  tor  damages 
to  her  estate  on  North  Beacon  street  bythecon- 
Btructiori  oi  a  sewer  in  front  of  said  estate. 

Ellen  McDonnell,  lo  be  paid  (or  land  taken 
by  the  city  tor  sewer  and  other  purposes  on  Bax- 
ter street,  South  Boston. 

Bridget  Mahoney,  for  refund  of  liquor  license 

tec.  in  view  of  the  opinion  of  the  corporation 
c tsel  that  the  city  has  no  authority  to  refund 

such  Ires. 

Ellen  F.  Dee,  for  refund  of  liquor  license  fee. 

for  same  reason  as  above. 

F.  L.  Pierce  and  another,  for  abatement  of 
sewer  assessment  on  Carruth  street;  also  peti- 
tion asking  for  abatement  of  nuisance  caused  by 
building  of  said  sower  (the  petitioners  having 
been  gi\  en  a  hearing.) 

Henry  V.  Viual,  for  compensation   for  the  set- 
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tling  of  his  house.  25  Neweouib  street,  alleged  to 
have  been  caused  by  the  construction  of  a  sewer 
in  said  street  (the  petitioner  was  given  a  hear- 
ing.) 

Jonathan  Stone,  to  be  compensated  for  dam- 
ages to  his  property  on  Bunker  Hill  and  Edge- 
worth  streest,  caused  by  the  construction  of  a 
sewer  in  Bunker  Hill  street  (the  claimant  hav- 
ing been  heard. 

Peter  McCullough,  to  be  paid  for  services  ren- 
dered the  city  at  the  instigation  of  members  of 
the  Police  Department  (the  petitioner  having 
been  heard.) 

John  Mooney,  for  compensation  for  damages 
to  his  estate  on  River  street,  caused  by  the  build- 
ing of  a  catch  basin  without  an  outlet,  in  said 
street. 

Harriet  F.  Lauten,  for  an  abatement  of  assess- 
ment on  account  of  laying  out  the  Marine  Park 
in  South  Boston. 

Reports  severally  accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  that  no  further  action  is  necessary  on 
the  part  of  the  City-  Council  on  the  petition  of 
Thomas  McMahon  to  be  compensated  for  the 
destruction  of  grass  on  his  land  on  Carleton 
street.    Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Edward  H.  Davis, 
referred  as  unfinished  business  of  last  year,  to 
be  compensated  for  damages  to  his  estate  on  ac- 
count of  the  construction  of  a  sewer  from  Hoi- 
born  street  to  Gaston  street— That  no  action  is 
necessary. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  OKDERS. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving : 

Report  on  the  petition  of  James  Allen,  for 
leave  to  place  a  chair  for  blacking  boots  on 
Franklin  street,  that  the  petitioner  have  leave 
to  withdraw.    Accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
be  authorized  to  number  Magnolia  street,  Dor- 
chester, as  shown  on  plan  on  file  at  the  office  of 
the  superintendent  of  streets.  Passed  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rule. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $44.53  be  abated 
from  the  edgestone  assessment  of  S69.01  levied 
December  1G,  1886,  against  estate  of  Benjamin  C. 
Hardwick,  comer  Washington  and  Tremlett 
streets,  on  account  of  edgestones  furnished. 
Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rale. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  grade 
of  Magazine  street,  between  Norfolk  avenue 
and  East  Chester  Park,  in  the  Roxbury  District. 
as  recently  relocated  by  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners,  and  shown  by  red  lines  on  a 
plan  and  profile  made  by  Thomas  TV.  Davis,  city 
surveyor.  dated  Dec.  IS,  1885,  and  deposited  in 
the  office  of  the  said  city  surveyor.  Passed 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order — That  a  license  be  granted 
to  Howard  Sargent,  guardian  and  trustee,  the 
owner  of  the  estate  at  southerly  corner  of  Tre- 
mont  and  Winter  streets,  to  construct  and  main- 
tain an  excavation  under  the  sidewalk,  for  stor- 
age purposes,  the  same  to  be  covered  with  North- 
river  flagging,  also  to  construct  and  maintain 
four  coalholes  on  Winter  street,  in  the  sidewalk 
in  front  of  the  said  estate,  upon  condition  that 
said  licensee  first  give  to  the  city  of  Boston  an 
agreement  in  writing  that  said  licensee  and  the 
said  estaje  shall  be  bound  and  obliged  to  indem- 
nify and  save  harmless  the  said  city  against  any 
and  all  claims  for  damages,  costs,  expenses  or 
compensation  for.  on  account  of,  or  in  any  way 
growing  out  of  the  construction,  maintenance 
or  use  of  the  said  excavation  and  coalholes,  or 
any  neglect  in  relation  thereto.  Order  passed 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order — That  permission  be  granted 
to  S.  S.  Polimer,  to  box  a  tree  at  No.  431  Broad- 
way, South  Boston,  the  same  to  be  used  for  the 
purpose  of  a  sign.  Order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Report  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  order  for 
the  superintendent  of  streets  to  widen,  grade 
and  put  in  condition  for  public  travel  Wasning- 
ton  street,  Ward  23,  between  Forest  Hills  and 
Ashland  streets. 

Report  accepted,  and  said  order  passed. 

ELECTRIC  WIRES. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Electric  Wires,  recommending 
the  passage  of  orders  granting,  on  the  usual 
conditions,  permission  to  erect  poles  for  the 
support  of  wires  as  follows : 


New  England  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Co., 
two  poles  as  shown  by  red  dots  on  plan  dated 
Aug.  2. 1SS6,  viz. :  One  pole  on  Harrison  avenue, 
near  Essex  street :  one  pole  on  La  Grange  street, 
near  Tremont  street. 

New  England  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Com- 
pany, one  pole  in  Green  street,  near  Boston  & 
Providence  railroad,  at  point  designated  by  red 
clot  on  plan  dated  Nov.  24,  1880. 

Brush  Electric  Lighting  Company,  seven  poles 
in  Tremont  street,  between  Union  Park  and 
Brookline  street,  at  points  designated  by  red 
dots  on  plan. 

Charlestown  Gas  Company,  seven  poles  on 
Cambridge  street.  Charlestown,  as  shown  by  red 
dots  on  plan  dated  September,  1886- 

Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  of  the  city  of 
Boston  one  pole  for  the  support  of  wires  in 
Northneld  street,  at  point  designated  by  red 
dot  on  a  plan  dated  June  26.  13S6. 

Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  of  the  city  of 
Boston  four  poles  for  support  of  wires  in  Virginia 
street, '  Roxbury,  between  Dudley  street  and 
Davenport  avenue,  at  points  designated  by  red 
dots  on  a  plan  dated  Sept.  20, 1886. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule.  Aid.  Maguire  moved  to  re- 
consider; lost. 

PROPOSED  SITE  FOR  NEW  ENGINE  BUILDING,  ETC. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  a  report  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Fire  Department,  on  the  Report  of  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  (referred  by  the 
Common  Council)  in  relation  to  procuring  a  site 
for  a  new  building  for  Engine  Company  !So.  6. 
and  also  in  regard  to  a  proper  location  for  a  lad- 
der house  hi  Roslindale — Recommending  the 
passage  of  the  following  orders : 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Fire  Commission- 
ers, with  the  approval  of  His  Honor  the  Mayor, 
be  authorized  to  purchase,  as  a  site  for  a  new 
building  for  Engine  Company  No.  6,  the  estates 
Nos.  22  and  24  Leverett  street,  for  the  sum  of 
§21,750,  to  be  charged  to  the  special  appropria- 
tion for  the  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  the  city  architect  be  requested 
to  prepare  plans  and  estimates  for  a  new  build- 
ing for  the  use  of  the  Fire  Department,  to  be 
erected  on  the  estate  belonging  to  the  city,  on 
the  corner  of  Washington  and  Poplar  streets. 
Roslindale,  in  accordance  with  the  recommen- 
dations of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners. 

Report  accepted ;  orders  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

CANVAS  SIGN. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Police  (Aid.)  on  the  petition  of 
Alexander  Pope  to  project  temporarily  a  canvas 
sign  at  465  Washington  street,  calling  attention 
to  the  exhibition  of  his  painting.  "Calling  Out 
the  Hounds,'' that  no  action  is  necessary  on  the 
part  of  the  Board.    Accepted. 

COASTING  ORDERS  RESCINDED. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Police  (Aid,),  on  the  petition  of 
William  C.  Hunnenian  and  others,  that  the  or- 
der allowing  coasting  on  Forest  street,  Roxbury. 
be  rescinded— Recommending  the  passage  of 
the  following  order :       - 

Ordered,  That  the  order  passed  by  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  allowing  coasting  on  Forest  street. 
Roxbury,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  rescinded. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Police  (Aid.),  on  the  communica- 
tions, transmitted  by  His  Honor  the  Mayor, 
from  the  Board  of  Police  and  Rev.  M.  Moran. 
relative  to  the  danger  of  allowing  coasting  on 
Chestnut  avenue  and  Charter  street,  respective- 
ly— Recommending  the  passage  of  the  following 
order : 

Ordered,  That  the  orders  passed  by  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  allowing  coasting  on  Chestnut 
avenue  and  Charter  street,  respectively,  be  and 
the  same  are  hereby  rescinded. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

NEW  POLICE  STATIONS. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Police,  on  the  communication 
from  the  Board  of  Police,  referred  as  unfinished 
business  of  last  year,  setting  |grtli  the  necessity 
of  providing  a  new  stati&'f grouse  for  Police 
Divisions  lands— Recommences  the  passage  of 
the  following  order : 
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Ordered.  That  the  Board  of  Police  be  request- 
ed to  include  in  their  estimates  for  the  ensuing 
financial  year,  a  sum  sufficient  to  provide  new 
sites  and  station  houses  in  Police  Divisions  1 
and  8. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

PAT    FOR    FOWLS    KILLED    BY    DOGS. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Police  (Aid.),  on  petition  of  Peter 
Cook,  for  compensation  for  fowls  killed  by  dogs- 
Recommending  the  passage  of  the  following 
order : 

Ordered.  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Peter  Cook  the  sum  of  $43.  in  compensation  for 
the  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs;  said  sum  to  be 
paid  from  the  income  from  dog  licenses. 

Also  reports  as  above,  from  same  committee, 
recommending  the  passage  of  orders  in  the  above 
form  to  pay  as  follows : 

J.  O.  Potter,  $19. 

William  E.  McLaughlin,  $20. 

Martha  L.  Woodman.  $17. 

Thomas  J.  Tobin,  $13,  fowls  killed  Nov.  22, 

John  H.  Pool,  $28,  fowls  killed  Nov.  17,  1S86. 

John  Duff  and  Grosvenor  Folsom,  $27,  fowls 
killed  Dec.  5,  1886. 

John  A.  Burgess,  $9. 

Henrv  Whitaker,  $7,  fowls  killed  Aug.  28,  18S6. 

Mrs.  A.  F.  Johnson,  $3. 

M.  J.  Hussey  and  E.  K.  Garvin,  $74,  fowls  killed 
Aug.  9,  1886. 

Reports  severally  accepted,  orders  passed  un- 
der a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Also  report  from  same  committee  of  leave  to 
withdraw  on  petition  of  George  M.  Hubbard  to 
be  compensated  for  damages  to  his  property  Nov. 
20, 1886,  by  a  dog.    Accepted. 

MATRONS  AT  POLICE  STATIONS. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Police  on  the  mes- 
sage of  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  referred  as  un- 
finished business  of  last  year,  in  relation  to  the 
employment  of  women  attendants  at  the  police 
station  houses— That,  in  their  opinion,  it  is  de- 
sirable to  adopt  some  plan  regarding  the  matter, 
such  as  is  suggested  by  the  mayor,  and  recom- 
mending reference  of  the  matter  to  the  favor- 
able consideration  of  the  Board  of  Police. 

Accepted,  and  said  reference  ordered.  Sent 
down. 

POLICE    SALARIES. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Police : 

Report  on  the  ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  6, 
Revised  Ordinances  of  1885,  referred  Jan.  20, 
1887,  so"  as  to  increase  the  salaries  of  inspectors 
and  lieutenants  of  police  to  $1600  a  year— That 
the  ordinance  ought  to  pass.  The  ordinance 
has  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, under  the  provisions  3f  Joint  Rule  No. 
2,  and  has  received  their  approval  as  to  form. 

Report  as  above  on  the  ordinance  to  amend 
Chapter  6,  Revised  Ordinances  of  1885,  referred 
Jan.  §4,  1887,  so  as  to  increase  the  pay  of  patrol- 
men m  the  Police  Department  to  $1000  if  in  first 
year  of  service,  $1100  if  in  second  year,  $1200  if 
more  than  two  years. 

Aid.  Lee— I  would  like  to  inquire  from  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Police  if  they 
have  received  an  official  communication  from 
the  Board  of  Police  that  they  will  concur  with 
the  City  Council  in  the  increase  asked  for  in 
that  order? 

The  Chairman— The  alderman  can  ^sk  that 
later  on. 

Aid.  Lee— I  will  ask  it  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  be- 
cause if  it  is  not  so  I  will  ask  to  have  it  recom- 
mitted to  that  committee,  or  rather  I  would 
move  to  have  it  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  would  ask  the  alderman  if 
he  refers  to  lieutenants,  inspectors  or  patrol- 
men? 

Aid.  Lee— I  refer  to  everything  in  relation  to 
the  increase  of  pay   in   the  Police  Department. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  would  say  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  alderman,  as  he  asks  for  informa- 
tion, that  the  Board  of  Police  told  me  that  they 
■were  ready  at  this  time  to  recommend  only 
giving  an  increase  of  pay  of  lieutenants  and  in- 
spectors, but  if  a*  .order  was  put  into  the  Coun- 
cil they  would  flioisider  the  matter  and  consider 
if  it  was  advisabi.  to  raise  the  pay  of  the  patrol- 
men.   I  think  it  nothing  but  right  in  relation  to 


the  pay  in  the  Police  Department  that  as  we 
have  raised  the  pay  of  the  captains  and  propose 
to  raise  the  pay  of  the  inspectors  and  lieuten- 
ants that  the  patrolmen  who  do  the  biggest  part 
of  the  work  ought  also  to  be  considered.  As  far 
as  the  commissioners  are  concerned  they  haven't 
told  me  vet  that  they  would  raise  the  pay  of 
the  patrolmen  but  simply  stated  that  they 
would  take  the  matter  under  consideration  if 
such  an  order  as  this  was  passed  by  the  City 
Council. 

Aid.  Carroll— My  opinion  is  that  we  should 
not  wait  for  them  to  take  the  first  steps  in  the 
matter.  I  believe  that  it  will  be  time  enough  to 
have  the  opinion  of  the  Police  Commission  when 
they  will  say  whether  they  will  or  will  not  in- 
crease the  pay  of  the  patrolmen,  and  I  think 
that  we  ought  to  pass  this  order  tonight.  It  is 
for  them  to  say  whether  they  will  or  will  not 
give  this  additional  pay  to  the  patrolmen.  We 
express  by  the  passage  of  this  order  our  opinion, 
and  it  is  for  them  to  say  later  on  whether  they 
will  or  will  not  take  action  in  regard  to  it.  It 
seems  to  me  a  little  unwise  to  anticipate  certain 
action  coming  from  the  Police  Commissioners, 
and  I  think  that  we  should  tonight  pass  this 
order  without  regard  to  any  such  action, 
and  simply  to  express  our  own  judgment.  If 
they  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  patrolmen 
need  it,  and  say  that  they  need  it,  they  will 
think  favorably  of  the  matter,  but  they  will  not 
recommend  it  without  our  taking  some  such 
action.  I  believe  it  is  for  us  to  recommend  it, 
and  it  is  for  them  to  say  afterwards  whether 
they  will  accept  the  recommendation  or  not. 

The  reports  were  severally  accepted,  and  the 
two  ordinances  were  severally  passed.  Sent 
down. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  a  report  from  the 
same  committee  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the 
ordinance,  referred  Jan.  27, 1887,  to  amend  Chap- 
ter 6.  Revised  Ordinances  of  1885,  so  as  to  in- 
crease the  salaries  of  sergeants  of  police  to  $1400 
a  year.  (The  form  of  the  ordinance  was  disap- 
proved by  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.) 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  move  to  am  nd  that  ordi- 
nance by  adding  the  letter  "s"  to  the  word  "ser- 
geant," so  that  it  will  read  "sergeants." 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  the  ordinance 
was  amended  by  adding  to  the  word  "sergeant" 
the  letter  "s,"  and  striking  out  the  words  "per 
annum." 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the 
ordinance  as  amended. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  have  been  trying  to  get  at 
the  bottom  of  this  thing,  but  I  don't  understand 
it,  and  I  cannot  understand  it  for  the  life  of  me. 
I  would  like  a  little  explanation  from  the  chair- 
man of  that  committee  in  regard  to  the  differ- 
ence that  this  recommendation  would  make  in 
the  position  of  the  gentlemen  whose  salary  it  is 
intended  to  increase.  I  don't  know  as  I  have 
any  objections  particularly,  but  you  say  that 
these  amendments  have  one  effect  and  another, 
and  I  don't  know  how  I  am  voting.  What  is  the 
difference?  I  simply  want  to  know  the  differ- 
ence between  the  matter  as  it  stands  now,  if  this 
ordinance  is  adopted  as  recommended  by  the 
committee,  and  as  it  stood  before.  I  have  not 
had  time  to  consider  it,  because  it  has  been 
sprung  so  suddenly  upon  us. 

The  Chairman— I  will  inform  the  alderman 
that  the  present  ordinance  provides  that  they 
shall  receive  three  dollars  and  a  quarter  per 
day,  and  if  the  proposed  ordinance  is  passed  it 
will  allow  them  $1400  a  year. 

The  ordinance  as  amended  was  passed. 

Aid.  Maguire  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
votes  on  the  last  three  ordinances,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail ;  lost.    Sent  down. 

SEWERS. 

Aid.  Lee,  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers,  offered 
preambles  and  orders  in  the  usual  form  for  the 
construction  of  common  sewers,  as  follows: 

Westville  and  Bowdoin  streets,  Dorchester, 
between  Geneva  avenue  and  Washington  street. 

Washington  street,  Dorchester,  from  Bowdoin 
street  to  Eldon  street. 

Washington  street,  Dorchester,  between  Bow- 
doin and  School  streets. 

Orders  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

proposals  and  contracts, 
Aid.  Carroll  offered    an    order— That    the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  consider  and  report 
what  changes,  if  any,  are  necessary  to  be  made 


FEBRUARY     7,     1887 


141 


in  Chapter  17  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1885, 
so  as  to  render  uniform  the  provisions  of  the 
ordinances  in  relation  to  proposals  and  con- 
tracts, and  the  bonds  that  are  required  to  ac- 
company the  same. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

WATER  DEPARTMENT— INSPECTION  AND  WASTE. 

Aid.  Carroll  offered  an  order— That  the 
Water  Board  be  requested  to  consider  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  the  inspection  and 
waste  division,  so  called,  as  a  permanent  de- 
partment. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Sent 
down. 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Bromwich,  the  Board  took 
from  the  table  No.  25  on  the  calendar,  being  the 
appointment  of  James  C.  Tucker  to  be  superin- 
tendent of  public  buildings.  The  Board  pro- 
ceeded to  ballot  on  the  confirmation.  Commit- 
tee— Aid,  Sullivan  and  Bromwich.  Whole  num- 
ber of  ballots,  12;  yes  12,  and  the  appointment 
was  declared  confirmed.  Aid.  Bromwich  moved 
to  reconsider ;  lost. 

LAND  DAMAGES. 

Aid.  Sullivan  submitted  orders  to  pay  for 
land  taken  and  all  damages  occasioned  by  the 
laying-out  of  Sackville  (formerly  Webster) 
street,  at  Charlestown,  and  by  grading  said 
street  to  the  grade  established  therefor,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Maurice  and  Mary  Ann  Quinn,  in  the  name  of 
Maurice  Quinn,  $775. 

Francis  Cauley,  $775. 

John  H.  Leonard,  $775. 

Jordan  Williams,  $450. 

Bernard  J.  and  Annie  C.  McCabe,  in  the  name 
of  Bernard  J.  McCabe,  $1875. 

Also  an  order  to  pay  Charles  A.  Hall  $140  for 
land  taken  in  the  name  of  Charles  H.  Hall,  and 
for  all  damages  occasioned  by  the  widening  of 
Norfolk  street  at  Dorchester. 

Orders  severally  passed  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules. 

WIDENING  OF  BEACON  STREET. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an  order— That  the  ex- 
pense of  widening  Beacon  street,  from  Brook- 
line  avenue  to  St.  Mary's  street,  as  at  present 
proposed  by  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners, 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Beacon 
street  and  Brookline  avenue,  for  raising  grade. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  yeas  12. 
nays  0.    Sent  down. 

Aid.  Sullivan  moved  to  reconsider  the  last 
seven  orders ;  lost. 

MURRAY  COURT. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an  order— That  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  be  requested  to 
include  in  their  estimate  of  expenses  for  the 
financial  year  of  1887-88,  a  sum  sufficient  for  the 
extension,  laying  out,  and  grading  of  Murray 
court,  East  Boston,  from  Orleans  street  to  Cot- 
tage street. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Sent 
down. 

REPORTS  OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

City  Clerk— Report  for  quarter  ending  Jan.  31, 
1887.  Received  and  paid  city  collector,  $1358. 
Sent  down. 

Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries— Report  for 
quarter  ending  Feb.  1,  1887.  Received,  $39,961.51 ; 
paid  collector,  $38,899 ;  balance  on  hand,  $1062.58. 
Sent  down. 

Boston  Water  Board— Report  for  quarter  end- 
ing Jan.  31,  1887.  Received,  $3311.80.  Due  the 
department,  $1600  for  material  sold,  and  $146.90 
for  water  furnished  Framingham  Water  Com- 
pany.   Sent  down. 

Fire  Commissioners— Report  of  fires  and  alarms 
for  January,  1887,  Bell  alarms  46,  still  alarms  22, 
total  68.    Sent  down. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor— Report  for  quarter  end- 
ing Jan.  31, 1887.  Received,  $34,529.82 ;  disbursed, 
$33,478.63 ;  balance,  $4585.43.    Sent  down. 

Inspector  of  Milk  and  Vineaar— Annual  report 
for  1886  (City  Doc.  23).    Sent  down. 

Superintendent  of  Bridges— Report  from  April 
5  to  Dec.  31,  1886  (City  Doc.  29).    Sent  down. 

Superintendent  of  Streets— -Three  reports  of 
cost  of  edgestones  and  sidewalks  in  front  of 
certain  estates  on  Conway  and  sundry  other 
streets. 

Orders  were  passed,  under  a  suspension  of  the 


rule,  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  one 
half  the  cost  thereof. 

Superintendent  of  Sewers— Aid.  Lee  presented 
reports  from  the  superintendent  of  sewers,  giv- 
i  ng  cost  of  sundry  sewers.  Referred  to  Commit- 
tee on  Sewers  (Aid.) 

Court  House  Commissioners. 

Boston,  Feb.  5, 1887. 
To  the  City  Council. 

The  commissioners  for  the  erection  of  a  new 
Court  House  for  Suffolk  county  have  the  honor 
to  submit  a  report  of  the  progress  of  the  work 
in  their  charge  as  required  by  law.  The  build- 
ings standing  upon  the  site  have  been  demol- 
ished and  work  upon  the  foundation  walls  of 
the  new  building  (commenced  in  July  last)  has 
been  continued  during  the  winter.as  the  weather 
would  permit.  Contracts  for  construction  have 
been  made  as  follows : 

1886. 

July  6.  T>.  H.  Cram,  foundation  wall,  1st. .  .$19,492  10 
Aug.  28.  D.  H.  Cram,  foundation  wall,  2d. . .  60,000  00 
Sept.  27.    Cape  Ann  Granite  Company,    for 

dressed  granite 164,830  00 

Nov.     3.    Sampson,  Clark  &  Co.,  for   brick 

masonry 74,094.43 

Good  progress  has  been  made  with  the  work 
provided  for  in  these  contracts,  and  with  the 
advent  of    more   favorable  weather,   building 
operations  will  be  vigorously  prosecuted. 
Of  the  twenty-seven  estates  taken  for  the  site 
payment  has  been  made  for  nineteen  at  a 

cost  of #730,936  50 

There  has  been  paid  on  account  of  construc- 
tion    77,080  69 

Leaving  a  balance  on  hand  of  the  appropria- 
tion made  by  the  City  Council  in  1885.  of 41,982  81 

The  appraised  value  of  the  eight  estates  un- 
settled for  is 290,500  00 

There  will  be  due  on  contracts  already  made 

for  construction 250,000  00 

In  communications  addressed  to  the  City 
Council  last  year  under  date  of  April  26  and 
Nov.  29,  the  attention  of  the  Council  was  invited 
to  the  necessity  of  providing  an  additional  ap- 
propriation of  $800,000  during  the  present  finan- 
cial year.  No  action  having  been  taken  upon 
these  communications,  and  the  power  of  the 
city  to  make  additional  loans  for  the  new  Court 
building  having  expired  by  law  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1887,  the  committee  of  the  Suffolk 
County  Bar  Association  upon  the  subject  of  a 
new  Court  House  addressed  a  memorial  to  the 
Legislature  now  in  session,  asking  for  such  legis- 
lation as  would  enable,  work  upon  the  new  Court 
House  to  continue  without  interruption.  The 
petitioners  were  granted  a  hearing  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Legislature  having  the  subject  in 
charge,  and  a  bill  was  submitted  for  their  con- 
sideration, which  provides  that  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton shall  borrow  from  time  to  time  a  sum  not 
exceeding  $2,500,000  to  provide  for  the  payment 
of  the  cost  of  the  land  taken  for  the  site,  con- 
struction and  furnishing  of  the  new  Court  House, 
the  amount  so  borrowed  to  be  exclusive  of  the 
legal  debt  limit  of  the  city. 

It  has  already  been  stated  that  the  area  taken 
for  the  Court  House  site  contains  85,764  square 
feet,  of  which  the  building  will  cover  65,340 
square  feet,  or  about  l3±  acres. 

The  cost  of  the  building,  constructed  fire-proof 
and  devoid  of  special  ornamentation,  is  esti- 
mated by  the  architect,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
following  statement,  to  be  about  $2,200,000,  with- 
out including  the  cost  of  heating  or  furnishing: 

Mason  work gl,162,600  18 

Iron  work 352,376  04 

Carpenters'  work 170,959  50 

Plasterers' work 109,071  00 

Painting  and  glazing 75,099  50 

Copper  work 53,062  50 

Elevators 41,250  00 

Plumbing 26,140  00 

gl.990,558  72 
AddlOper  cent 199,055  87 


Respectfully  submitted, 
S.  B.  Stebbins, 
Thomas  J.  Whidden, 
Godfrey  Morse, 
Sent  down. 
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Commissioners. 


bridge  at  allston. 
Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Rail- 
road Commissioners  of  their  consent  that  the 
city  may  construct  a  bridge  over  the  Boston  & 
Albany  railroad  at  Allston  station  with  a  clear 
headway  of  not  less  than  15  feet  above  the  rails 
of  the  present  tracks.    Sent  down. 
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BOARD     OF     ALDERMEN. 


LEASES   OF   STALLS    IN  FANEUTL-HALL  MARKET. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  an  order— That  the  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Markets  be  requested  to 
report  to  the  City  Council  a  schedule  of  prices 
and  conditions  upon  which  the  leases  of  the  sev- 
eral stalls  and  cellars  of  Faneuil-Hall  Market 
should  he  renewed  for  the  ensuing  term  of  five 
years,  beginning  on  the  1st  of  April  next. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Lee,  to  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Markets. 

PROPOSED  AMENDMENTS  TO  JOINT  RULE. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  an  order— That  joint  rule  No. 
2  be  hereby  amended  in  Section  7  by  striking  out 
the  following  words  : 

"Or  transmitted  to  them  by  vote  of  any  stand- 
ing committee." 

Also,  at  the  end  of  said  section,  the  following 
words : 

"In  the  ordinance  received  from  a  commit- 
tee." 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Joint  Rules. 

STANDING  REGULATIONS. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  an  order— That  the  Commit- 
tee on  Standing  Regulations  be  authorized  to 
provide  each  member  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
with  a  pocket  manual  of  said  regulations ;  the 
expense  attending  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the 
contingent  fund.  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Standing  Regula- 
tions. 

Later  in  the  session  Aid.  Allen  submitted  a 
report  from  the  committee  recommending  the 
passage  of  the  order. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Lee  the  order  was  amended 
by  inserting  "and  reporters,"  and  as  amended 
was  passed. 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  HEALTH. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  moved  to  take  from  the 
table  the  following : 

Nomination  of  George  W.  Forristall  to  be 
superintendent  of  health. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  motion  to  take  from  the  table.  The 
motion  was  lost;  yeas  4,  nays  8: 

Yeas— Aid.  Allen,  Bromwich,  Haynes,  C.  W. 
Smith— 1. 

Nays— Aid.  Capen,  Carroll,  Donovan,  Lee, 
McGuire,  McLaughlin,  N.  G.  Smith,  Sullivan 
—8. 

After  the  result  was  declared  Aid.  C.W.  Smith 
moved  to  take  from  the  table  No.  27  on  the  cal- 
lendar. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  wish  to  change  my  vote 
on  the  last  question.  I  intended  to  vote  yes  in- 
stead of  no. 

The  Chairman— It  is  too  late  now,  after  other 
business  has  come  up. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— Well,  I  wish  to  have  it  put 
on  record  that  I  voted  as  I  did  on  that  question 
through  a  mistake.  I  intended  to  vote  yes,  but 
I  misunderstood  the  matter  that  was  under  dis- 
cussion. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  is  sorry  that  the 
gentleman  cannot  change  his  vote,  but  it  is 
now  too  late. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  rise  for  a  personal  explan- 
ation in  order  to  explain  my  position  on  that 
matter.  I  voted  in  the  way  1  did  on  account  of 
an  error,  intending  to  vote  yes.  I  thought  that 
the  matter  under  consideration  was  No.  27  on 
the  calendar  instead  of  No.  26. 

STONY    BROOK. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  the  Board  took 
from  the  table  the  order  that  His  Honor  the 
Mayor  be  requested  to  petition  the  Legislature, 
at  its  present  session,  for  the  passage  of  an  act 
authorizing  the  city  of  Boston  to  levy  a  special 
tax,  not  exceeding  50  cents  on  $1000  of  the  as- 
sessed valuation  for  the  years  1887  and  1888 ;  the 
amount  thus  raised,  or  as  much  as  is  necessary 
thereof,  to  be  expended  for  the  improvement  of 
Stony  brook,  and  the  balance  remaining  unex- 
pended, if  any,  to  be  transferred  to  the  appro- 
priation for  the  new  Court  House ;  also  author- 
izing the  city  treasurer  to  borrow  the  sum  of 
$600,000  in  anticipation  of,  and  to  be  paid  from, 
said  revenue.  Such  tax  to  be  levied  and  col- 
lected at  the  same  time  and  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  county  tax,  said  act  not  to  become  valid 
until  accepted  by  the  City  Council  by  a  two- 
thirds  vote  of  the  members  of  both  branches 
thereof,  and  approved  by  His  Honor  the  Mayor. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  think  that  the  intent  of 


this  order  must  be  apparent  to  every  member 
of  the  Board. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  would  like  to  rise  to  a  point 
of  order.  I  think  that  the  order  has  not  Deen 
taken  from  the  table. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  rule  the 
point  of  order  not  well  taken;  the  order  has 
been  taken  from  the  table. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— Shall  we  petition  the  Legis- 
lature for  authority  to  borrow  a  sum  of  money 
or  to  raise  by  taxation  a  sum  of  money  not  ex- 
ceeding a  specified  sum,  for  a  specific  purpose 
outside  of  the  $9  limit?  If  the  necessary  money 
can  be  obtamed  from  funds  already  on  hand  or 
from  the  ordinary  tax  levy  of  next  year,  then 
an  order  of  this  kind  is  unnecessary ;  but  if  it  is 
desirable  or  necessary  that  we  should  commence 
work  upon  this  brook  in  the  spring  and  the  nec- 
essary money  cannot  be  obtained  from  either  of 
the  two  sources  I  have  mentioned,  we  must  try 
and  provide  the  funds  in  some  other  way. 
There  is  a  petition  before  the  Legislature  asking 
for  authority  to  borrow  money  for  this  purpose 
outside  of  the  debt  limit.  This  asks  for  author- 
ity to  raise  it  by  taxation  outside  of  the  tax 
limit.  Of  the  two  it  seems  to  me  that  this  is  the 
preferable.  I  believe  the  taxpayers  of  Boston 
would  rather  pay  a  tax  rate  ot  about  $13  on  a 
thousand,  and  keep  as  near  within  our  debt  limit 
as  possible.  If  the  full  extent  of  this  order  is 
taken  advantage  of,  the  tax  rate  for  next  year 
would  be  about  $13  on  a  thousand.  It  this  peti- 
tion goes  to  the  Legislature  and  they  giant 
both  this  one  and  the  other,  or  give  us  our 
choice  of  the  two,  we  can  then  avail  our- 
selves of  the  one  that  seems  most  advisable 
when  the  time  comes  for  action.  If  they 
grant  us  either  one,  we  can  accept  the  one 
they  grant  us  or  not  accept  it,  as  we  please. 
If  both  are  refused  why  of  course  it  does  no 
harm  to  send  this  to  the  Legislature  at  this 
time.  It  seems  to  me  the  order  is  carefully 
guarded ;  it  requires  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the 
City  Council  before  it  is  accented,  and  then 
must  have  the  approval  of  the  mayor,  and  I 
think  he  will  be  very  careful  before  he  ap- 
proves anything  increasing  the  tax  rate  of  this 
city,  unless  it  is  to  prevent  an  increase  of  the 
public  debt.  The  amount  is  specified  and  the 
object  is  specified,  so  that  the  money  can  be 
used  for  that  specific  purpose  only.  I  trust  that 
the  order  will  be  passed  and  that  the  petition 
will  be  granted  by  the  Legislature. 

Aid.  Carroll — It  seems  to  me,  while  it  is  a 
proper  time,  probably,  for  an  order  of  this  kind 
to  be  offered,  that  it  is  also  a  proper  time  to  put 
our  stamp  of  disapproval  upon  any  order  drawn 
in  such  a  way  and  so  carefully  as  that  one.  Be- 
cause, in  my  judgment,  that  order  is  drawn — 
while  I  do  not  desire  to  assign  a  purpose  to  the 
gentleman  who  otters  the  order,  and  don't  wish 
to  be  misunderstood  as  doing  so— in  such  away 
as  would  justify  me  and  others  in  saying  that 
it  is  more  than  carefully  drawn.  It  is  establish- 
ing, in  my  opinion,  one  of  the'worst  precedents 
that  ran  be  established  by  the  city  of  Boston, 
and  feeling  as  I  do  in  regard  to  the  matter,  hav- 
ing considered  it  for  one  week  since  it  was  first 
offered  here,  I  am  more  than  fully  convinced 
that  the  passage  of  this  order  would  be  preju- 
dicial to  the  interests  of  the  city  of  Boston. 
Feeling  that  way,  I  for  one  am  in  iavor  of  vot- 
ing against  the  order  and  killing  it  in  its  in- 
fancy. 

Aid.  Lee— At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board  I 
asked  that  this  order  might  be  laid  on  the 
table,  and  I  have  since  that  time  considered  the 
order  somewhat,  and  have  come  to  the  con- 
clusion, as  the  alderman  on  my  right  has  said, 
that  it  is  a  very  carefully  drawn  order  and  very 
shrewdly  drawn.  Now  we  have  several  proposi- 
t  ions  undoubtedly  before  the  Legislature  of  this 
State,  asking  that  the  city  of  Boston  may  be 
placed  in  the  same  position  as  other  cities  in  the 
Commonwealth  ;  and  if  thev  place  us,  sir,  in  the 
same  position  in  which  they  leave  other  cities  in 
the  Commonwealth,  there  will  be  no  need  of 
our  going  to  the  Legislature  with  petitions  of 
this  Kind,  asking  that  a  specific  tax  be  levied 
upon  our  citizens  for  the  year  1887-88.  For  that 
reason  I  am  opposed  to  the  passage  of  this  order 
as  offered  by  the  alderman  on  my  left,  and  I 
trust  that  the  members  of  this  Board  will  main- 
tain the  position  that  many  of  them  have  taken 
heretofore,  and  stand  by  the  administration  and 
by  His  Honor  the  Mayor  in  his  belief  that,  with 
a  tax  limit  of  $9  on  a  thousand  at  the  present 
time,  the  city  of  Boston  can  very  readily  get 
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along,  provided,  sir,  that  the  Legislature  of 
.Massachusetts  places  us  in  the  same  position  as 
other  cities  in  the  Commonwealth.  I  therefore 
would  move  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
order. 

The  order  was  declared  indefinitely  postponed. 
Aid.  C  TV.  Smith  doubted  the  vote  and  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  order  was  indefin- 
itely postponed;  yeas  8,  nays  4: 

Yeas — Aid.  Capen,  Carroll,  Donovan,  Lee,  Ma- 
guire,  McLaughlin,  X.  G.  Smith,  Sullivan— 8. 

Nays— Aid.  Allen,  Bromwich,  Haynes,  C.  TV. 
Smith— 4. 

LICENSES. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  in  favor  of  granting 
minors'  licenses  to  sundry  newsboys  and  boot- 
blacks. Accepted,  and  licenses  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 


EXETEE  STREET. 

Aid.  C.  TV.  Smith  offered  an  order— That  the 
superintendent  of  streets  be  requested  to  include 
in  his  estimates  for  the  ensuing  financial  year 
a  sum  sufficient  for  repairing  and  putting  in 
order  Exeter  street  between  Huntington  avenue 
and.  Newbury  street. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

STABLE  FOE  POLICE  DIVISION". 

Aid.  Capen  offered  an  order— That  the  Board 
of  Police  be  requested  to  include  in  the  esti- 
mates a  sum  sufficient  to  erect  a  stable  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  horses  attached  to  Police 
Division  11. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

Adjourned  at  6.35  P.M.,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Lee. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings   of    the   Common    Council. 


Thursday,  Feb.  10,  1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  at 
7.30  P.M.,  President  Barry  in  the  chair. 

By  direction  of  the  President  the  roll  was 
called,  with  the  following  result : 

Present— Atwood,  Barry,  Blurne,  Bowman, 
Burr.  Carroll,  Carstensen.  Cochran,  Coyle,  Des- 
mond, Dewey,  Fisher,  Foss,  Fottler,  Fowler, 
Frost,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez, 
Harrington,  Hayes,  Kelley,  Ladd.  Lattimore, 
Lauten,  Leary,  Light,  McKemia,  F.  Morison, 
F.  R.  Morrison,  -T.  J.  Murphy,  Nunan,  O'Mealey, 
Perking  E.  J.  Powers,  Reilly,  Richards,  San- 
ger, Shaw,  Short,  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan, 
R.  Sullivan,  Sunciberg,  Teevens,  Tuttle,  Web- 
ster,   Whall,  Whitmore^49. 

Absent— Chamberlain,  Clark,  Coleman,  Con- 
nolly, Davern,  Dolan,  Duggan,  Dunn,  Hag- 
gerty,  Keliher,  Kennedy.  Mahoney,  McEnaney. 
McNary,  J.  Murpliy.  W.  H.  Murphy,  Norton, 
Perry,  C.  C.  Powers,  Snow,  Thayer,  ■  Tracey, 
Wilson— 23. 

JOINT  RULES. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Mr.  President,  as  a  matter  of 
privilege,  I  desire  to  submit  at  this  time  the 
report  of  the  conference  committee  on  the  sub- 
ject of  joint  rules. 

The  special  committee  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, appointed  to  confer  with  a  similar  commit- 
tee of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  on  the  points  of 
difference  between  the  two  branches  regarding 
the  draft  of  joint  rules,  that  has  been  reported 
to  the  City  Council,  respectfully  report  that  they 
have  conferred  with  said  committee  and  as  the 
result  of  such  conference  recommend : 

1.  That  the  Common  Council  recede  from  their 
former  action  regarding  the  form  of  Section  4  of 
Rule  2,  and  concur  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

2.  That  the  Common  Council  adhere  to  their 
former  action  regarding  the  form  of  Rule  3. 

For  the  committee, 

William  H.  Whitmore,  Chairman. 

Mr.  Whitmqre— I  trust  that  the  Council  will 
be  inclined  to  accept  this  unanimous  report  of 
their  committee.  There  were  two  points  of  dis- 
pute between  the  two  branches— one  in  regard 
to  Rule  2,  in  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance ;  the  other  in  regard  to  Rule  3,  in  regard 
to  chairmanship  of  joint  special  committees. 
The  Board  of  Aldermen  has  conceded  the  latter 
point,  and  prefers  to  stand  by  the  old  rule  in  re- 
gard to  the  Committee  on  Finance:  that  it 
should  consist  of  three  aldermen  and  five  coun- 
cilmen,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  all  matters 
involving  a  loan  or  a  transfer.  I  think, 
sir,  that  the  Council  can  well  afford  to 
agree  with  the  action  of  the  Board  be- 
cause the  Finance  Committee  nowwillbeput 
on  exactly  the  same  basis  as  in  former  years  and 
last  year ;  and  on  the  other  hand  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  have  acknowledged  the  principle 
that  in  the  case  of  special  joint  committees, 
which  very  often  originate  in  this  body,  that  the 
committee  shall  be  free  to  choose  its  own  chair- 
man. The  only  possible  inconvenience  is  that 
under  our  rules  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
being  always  on  joint  standing  committees  an 
alderman,  be  calls  the  first  meeting  of  the  com- 
mittee, lit  this  case  as  no  one  is  designated  as 
chairman  there  would  be  no  one  designated  to 
call  the  first  meeting  of  the  committee.  But  on 
the  other  hand  another  rule  provides  that  when 
ever  a  majority  of  the  committee  desire  to  call  a 
committee  meeting  it  will  be  called.  Consequent- 
ly it  will  be  just  as  easy  to  organize  and  hold  the 
first  meeting  under  this  system  as  under  any 
other.  Therefore.  1  hope,  Mr.  President,  that 
the  Council  will  accept  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  in  that  case  I  shall  move  to  take  up 
No.  44,  which  is  the  formal  action  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen.  Then  we  can  pass  the  joint  rules 
in  concurrence  tonight  and  settle  the  matter 
now. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Whall— I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 
that  the  matter  may  be  taken  up  at  the  present 
time. 


The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  Council  took 
up  No.  14  on  the  calendar,  being  report  on  joint 
rules  as  amended  (City  Doc.  14).  It  was  voted  to 
recede  and  concur'  as  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee of  conference. 

Mr.  Whitmore— To  prevent  any  possible  mis- 
understanding, I  move  that  the  rules  as  adopted 
by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  be  adopted  on  the 
part  of  this  Council. 

The  motion  was  carried.   Mr.  Whitmore  moved 
to  reconsider ;  lost, 
paving  of  winthrop  street,  charlestown. 

Mr.  Cochran  offered  an  order— That  the  su- 
perintendent of  streets  is  hereby  requested  to 
include  in  his  estimates  for  the  ensiling  year  a 
sum  sufficient  to  provide  for  the  paving  of  Win- 
throp street  with  granite  blocks  from  Main  to 
Warren  street,  Ward  5. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

PAVING  OF  AUSTIN  STREET,   CHARLESTOWN. 

Mr.  McKenna  offered  an  order— That  the  su- 
perintendent of  streets  include  in  his  annual 
estimate  a  sum  sufficient  to  pay  for  the  paving 
of  Austin  street  with  square  granite  blocks  be- 
tween Main  and  Washington  street,  Charles- 
town  District,  also  resetting  edgestones  on 
same. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

INVESTIGATION  OF  BOARD  OF  POLICE. 

Mr.  Whall  offered  an  order— That  the  use  of 
the  Common  Council  chamber  be  allowed  to  the 
committee  appointed  to  investigate  the  charges 
against  the  Board  of  Police,  at  such  times  as 
said  committee  may  desire  the  same,  when  the 
Common  Council  is  not  in  session. 

Passed.    Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 
police  salaries. 

Mr.  Whall  offered  the  following: 
An  Ordinance 
To  Amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1885. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Chapter  G  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1885  is  hereby  amended  in  Section  1  by  strik- 
ing out  the  clause  relating  to  the  salary  of  the 
inspector  of  pawnbrokers. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Police. 
An  Ordinance 
To  Amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1885. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinan- 
ces of  1885  is  hereby  amended  in  Section  1,  in 
the  clause  relating  to  the  salary  of  the  superin- 
tendent of  police,  by  inserting  after  the  word 
"thousand"  the  words  "five  hundred;"  in  the 
clause  relating  to  the  salary  of  the  deputy  super- 
intendent of  police,  by  striking  out  the  word 
"three"  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  word 
"seven;"  in  the  clause  relating  to  the  salary  of 
the  clerk  to  the  superintendent  of  police,  by 
striking  out  the  words  "one  thousand  five  hun- 
dred" and  substituting  in  place  thereof  the 
words  "two  thousand ;"  in  the  clause  relating 
to  the  salary  of  the  property  clerk  of  the  Police 
Department,  by  striking  out  the  words  "one 
thousand  five  hundred"  and  substituting  in 
place  thereof  the  words  "two  thousand ;"  and 
in  the  clause  relating  to  the  salary  of  the  assist- 
ant inspectors  of  police,  by  striking  out  the 
words  "three  dollars  a  day"  and  substituting  in 
place  thereof  the  word  "and." 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Police. 

completion  of  falcon  street. 

Mr.  F.  R.  Morrison  offered  an  order— That  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  be  requested  to 
include  in  their  estimate  of  expenses  for  the 
financial  year  of  1887-88  a  sum  sufficient  for  the 
extension  and  completion  of  Falcon  street  from 
Brooks  street  to  Meridian  street. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

evacuation  day. 

Mr.  Reilly  offered  an  order— That  His  Honor 
the  Mayor  be  requested  to  cause  the  bells  of  this 
city  to  be  rung  at  morning,  noon  and  sunset  on 
Evacuation  day,  March  17.  the  expense  attend- 
ing the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  incidentals. 

Passed.  Mi'.  Reilly  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 
Sent  up. 

drainage  for  east  boston. 

Mr,  Webster  offered  an  order— That  the  su- 
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perintendent  of  sewers  be  requested  to  ascertain 
the  needs  of  East  Boston  for  more  perfect  dram- 
age,  and  to  estimate  the  expense  thereof,  and 
embrace  the  same  in  the  estimates  of  his  depart- 
ment for  the  current  year. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

CARRIAGES  FOR  SOUTH   BOSTON  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  Leary  offered  an  order— That  the  city 
messenger  be  requested  to  furnish  the  members 
of  the  Common  Council  residing  in  the  South 
Boston  district  with  carriages,  while  attending 
to  their  official  duties,  until  such  time  as  the 
South  Boston  Railroad  Company,  or  some  other 
railroad  company,  resume  running  cars  in  said 
district,  the  expense  attending  the  same  to  he 
charged  to  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Common 
Council. 

Ordered  to  a  second  reading.  Mr.  Leary  moved 
to  suspend  the  rule,  that  the  order  might  be  put 
upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Ladd— It  hardly  seems  to  be  necessary  to 
suspend  our  rules  in  order  to  rush  this  matter 
through,  and  entail  expense  on  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton. It  is  well  known  that  remedies  are  being 
found  for  the  evils  that  exist,  and  other  peoDle 
than  those  engaged  in  the  affairs  of  the  city 
have  to  travel  between  this  part  of  the  city  and 
South  Boston.  Conveyances  are  being  constant- 
ly run  now  to  carry  people  back  and  forth ;  and 
no  doubt  in  a  very  short  time  that  problem  will 
be  completely  solved,  and  there  will  be  no  ne- 
cessity of  such  an  order  as  this.  I  understand 
that  on  ordinary  occasions  carriages  are  usually 
furnished  to  members;  whenever  committees 
have  work  to  do  that  requires  them  to  go  to 
South  Boston,  they  employ  carriages  under  such 
circumstances ;  and  I  cannot  for  myself  see  why 
there  is  any  need  of  passing  an  order  of  this  kind. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  suspension 
of  the  rule. 

Mr.  Leary— The  state  of  affairs  in  South  Bos- 
ton, I  think,  warrants  just  such  action  as  this. 
The  city  of  Boston  has  given  a  valuable  right  to 
the  South  Boston  Horse  Railroad  Company  in 
its  streets.  Now  they  neglect  to  use  them  for 
the  purpose  for  which  they  were  given.  We 
have  been  waiting  patiently  some  five  days,  and 
at  the  end  of  that  tunc  the  affair  does  not  seem 
to  improve  one  bit.  The  fact  of  the  matter  is 
you  can  ride,  as  the  gentleman  says,  if  you  have 
a  large  pocketbook.  and  can  pay  a  quarter  or  50 
cents  for  a  herdic. 

A  Voice— Or  a  dollar. 

Mr.  Leahy — Yes,  one  dollar  from  some  parts 
of  South  Boston.  \s  I  said  I  did  not  feel 
like  arguing  on  this  question  or  going  into 
the  differences  between  ih<'  railroad  men 
and  the  company,  as.  of  course,  it  would  not 
be  allowable  heir.  Bui  it  is  pretty  well  un- 
derstood that  the  railroad  people  are  to 
blame.  It  is  no  fault  of  the  members  oi  the 
Council,  and  we  should  not  be  put  to  unneces- 
sary  expense,    alter   giving     the     South    Boston 

railroad  the  great  advantages  and  immense 
privileges  which  the  city  of  Boston  has  given 
them.  I  think  that  it  is  but  a  lair  order  and 
ought  to  pass. 

Mr.  Ladd— It  is  a  well-known  principle,  in  law, 
at  least,  that  whoever  starts  the  motion  of  the 

hall,  or  the  motion  of  Hie  firebrand,  or  whate\  et 
does  injury,  is  the  party  who  is  held  responsible 
hii'  whatever  injury  is  done.  Now,  as  I  under- 
stand this  matter,  the  South  Boston  Railroad 
Company  is  ready  and  willing  to  perform  the 
service  t  hat  it  undertook  to  perform  tor  t  he  pub- 
lic anil  for  which  their  rights  were  granted.    Ii 

has  a  I  ways  been  willing  and  always  been  anxious 
to    do    its   duty,  but   its  employee--   ha\  c  under- 

taken  to  force  it  into  a  position  to  make  a  con- 
tract which  was  nol  to  be  governed  by  the  laws 

that  usually  govern  contracts,  bu1  an  (dement  of 

force   was  to  be  introduced  into  thai trad 

which  is  contrary  to  the  very  nature  of  a  con- 
tract, ami  then-  the  blame  should  he  placed' 
because  those  are  the  parties  that  first  sel   the 

hall  ill  mot  ion.  They  ;i  re  I  In-  pa  i  I  [6S  I  ha  t  orig- 
inated all  tin-  damage  that  i-.  being  done. 

Mr.  Leary— I  did  nol  propose  to  have  any- 
thing to  say  on  this  matter,  but  I  do  not  wish  lo 
allow  what  the  gentleman  has  said  lo  go  unan- 
swered. It  is  not  the  employees  of  tin-  South 
I  lost  on  railroad  thai  are  lo  Ida  me  ;  il  is  Hie  rail- 
road altogether.    It.  has  become  fashionable  oJ 

late,  or  has  been  so  in  I  he  past,  to  make  men  work 
IS  or  'JO  hours  a  day  for  a  day's  work.     Now  ,  that 

idea  will  have  to  get  out  oi  the  minds  of  some 
people,  no  matter  how  bitter  it  seems  to  them. 


And  my  friend  from  Ward  10  must  remember 
that  the  time  is  approaching  when  to  hours  is  to 
be  considered  a  reasonably  full  day  to  work, 
when  the  pay  received  is  §2.  I  think  that  it 
should  be  so  considered  now.  It  is  not  fair  that 
men  should  work  14  and  1G  hours  for  §2  a  day, 
and  the  men,  feeling  that  their  opportunity  has 
arrived,  say  that  they  will  no  longer  do  it, 
and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  South  Boston  railroad 
to  get  some  one  who  will  do  it,  if  they  cannot. 
If  the  South  Boston  railroad  cannot  do  it  let 
them  give  up  the  right  to  run  the  cars  to  South 
Boston,  and  let  some  one  who  can  do  it  take  it 
in  hand.  Now  the  Metropolitan  railroad  can  do 
it,  and  will  do  it  if  the  people  of  Boston  will  give 
them  permission.  We  have  allowed  the  South 
Boston  railroad  to  do  this,  and  they  don't  do  it, 
and  if  they  don't  comply  with  their  charter,  it  is 
nothing  but  fair  that  we  should  give  some  one 
else  the  chance  to  do  it.  The  men  are  only  ask- 
ing what  they  consider  reasonable  in  this  mat- 
ter, that  they  shall  have  10  hours'  work  in  12. 

Mr.  Ladd  addressed  the  Chair. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  remisd  the 
member  that  the  question  is  on  the  suspension 
of  the  rule,  not  the  main  question. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  trust  the  rule  will  not  be  suspend- 
ed and  that  the  order  will  not  be  rushed  through 
at  this  time ;  because,  in  this  case,  it  is  a  ques- 
tion of  whether  or  not  these  parties  are  doing  all 
that  they  can  do.  If  a  fire  occurs  on  a  street 
where  the  street  cars  are  expected  to  run  and 
that  street  is  thereby  blockaded,  nobody  expects 
the  cars  to  run  over  that  street  in  the  face  of 
those  difficulties.  If  an  equal  difficulty  arises 
whereby  the  railroad  officials  are  not  able  to 
run  their  ears,  then  no  reasonable  man  would 
ask  them  to  run  there.  I  understand  efforts  are 
being  made,  and  look  likely  to  be  successful,  in 
the  immediate  future,  to  enable  the  railroad 
company  to  perform  its  duties. 

The  President — The  Chair  will  state  again  to 
the  gentleman  that  though  he  did  allow  a  little 
latitude  in  the  discussion  between  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  10  and  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  13,  the  question  is  on  the  suspension  of 
he  rule. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  trust  I  am  stating  reasons  why 
the  rule  should  not  he  suspended  ;  I  certainly  in- 
tended to.  There  is  no  reason  why  this  order 
Should  lie  rushed  through  tonight,  but  the  giv- 
ing of  a  reason  why  we  should  have  further 
time  lo  consider  it  is  a  reason  why  the  rule 
should  not  he  suspended.  I  am  confining  myself 
to  that  strictly  and  1  propose  to;  1  shall  not 
travel  outside  of  the  rule;  but  there  are  most 
weighty  reasons  why  the  rule  should  not  he  sus- 
pended, and  this  order  rushed  through  tonight. 
Lotus  he  patient  for  a  few  days  and  see  if  this 
matter  does  not  right  itself,  hit  does  not.  and 
the  burden  is  too  great  to  bear,  then  1  shall  be 
W  tiling  to  join  with  ethers  to  furnish  this  n  In  I'. 
l!ut  let  us  have  a  little   patience    before    we   try 

too  much  force. 

Mr.  Lauten— 1  did  not  intend  to  say  anything 
at  all  on  this  matte:-;  it  is  very  simple;  but  1 
trust  my  friend  from  Ward  10  won't  expect  me 
to  walk  home  il  We  adjourn  before  11  o'clock. 
There    is   a    rule    here    which    allows   carriages 

whenl we  stay  here  until  11 :  but  if  we  do  not,  then 

of  course  Hie  cilv  messenger  will  have  to  have 
some  authority  Wrfurhish  carriages.  Now  if- wo 
adjourn  before  11.  as  1  trust  we  shall  do  tonight, 
I  hope  that  we  shall  have  the  privilege  of  hav- 
ing carriages  to  take  us  home  without  any  fur- 
ther trouble. 

The  rule  was  declared  suspended.  Mr.  Ladd 
doubted  the  vote  ami  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  ordered.  The  rule  was  sus- 
pended ;  yeas  to,  nays  1!): 

Yeas— Barry,  Carroll,  Carstensen,  Cochran, 
Connolly.  Coyle,  Desmond,  Dewey,  Duggan, 
Fisher,     h'oss,   .1.     (iallagher,    I'.     .1.    (iallagher, 

Come/.  Eaggertv, Harrington,  Hayes.  Keliher, 
Kelley,  Kennedy,  Lauten,  Leary,  McKnancy, 
MeKenna,  iMeNary,  J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H. 
iMurpbv,  Niimiii,  O'Mealey,  Terry,  I'!.  -I. 
Powers,  Beilly,  Short,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.Sulli- 
van,  Sundberg,  Toevens,  Turtle,  Whall.  Whit- 

nioii — 40. 

Navs        \l  w I.  I'.lliinr.   flow  man,  KlUT,  <    ham 

herlain,  Fottlcr,  Fowler,  Ladd,  Latthnoro, Light, 
K.  Morison,  P.  R.  Morrison,  Perkins.  Richards, 
Sanger,  Shaw1,    Snow,  E.  Sullivan,    Webster— 10. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Clark,  ( '(ileinsi.ii,  Dav- 
ern,  Dolsin,  Dunn,  Frost,  Malioney,  -\.  Murphy, 
Norton,  C.  C.  Powers,  Thayer,  Tracey,  Wilson— 
13. 
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The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  put 
upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Whall  offered  the  following  as  a  substi- 
tute : 

Ordered,  That  the  members  of  the  Common 
Council  from  Wards  13,  14  and  15.  in  attendance 
at  the  present  meeting-,  be  allowed  the  use  of 
carriages  to  reach  their  homes  upon  the  termi- 
nation of  the  meeting,  the  expense  attending  the 
same  to  be  charged  to  the  contingent  fund  of 
the  Common  Council. 

Mi-.AVhall— I  offer  that  because  it  is  sufficient- 
ly explicit.  I  presume  that  some  persons  voted 
against  suspending  the  rule  because  they  did  not 
understand  the  full  scope  of  the  order.  It  is 
among  the  probabilities  that  this  unfortunate 
strike  will  have  been  satisfactorily  arranged— to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  employees  and  those  who 
employ  them— by  our  next  meeting.  If  it  is  not, 
then  an  order  similar  to  the  one  which  I  have 
moved  to  have  substituted  may  be  introduced. 
I  think  it  is  unfair  for  us  who  live  in  places  con- 
venient to  City  Hall  or  in  places  accessible  by 
horse  cars  in  operation,  to  expect  those  of  our 
brothers  who  live  in  South  Boston,  some  of 
them,  as  I  understand,  two  and  three  and  four 
miles  from  us,  to  walk  home  tonight.  The 
walking  is  not  good,  and  therefore  I  have 
offered  my  substitute. 

Mr.  Gomez— I  trust  this  amendment  will  not 
be  adopted.  There  is  no  possibility  of  a  chance 
of  this  strike  being  settled  between  now  and  to- 
morrow night  at  least,  and  we  shall  have  tomor- 
row some  committee  meetings  to  attend.  I 
have  tried  the  experiment  of  riding  in  an  open 
barge  once  and  I  do  not  propose  to  again ;  and 
every  time  that  I  have  had  to  come  to  the  city  I 
have  been  compelled  to  take  a  herdic.  The  her- 
dic  drivers  in  South  Boston  are  insisting  upon 
full  rates.  When  you  cross  Dorchester  street 
you  have  to  pay  a  dollar;  and  you  have  to 
pay  fifty  cents  from  this  side  of  Dorches- 
ter street  to  the  city,  because  you  have  a 
bridge  to  cross.  Now,  it  has  been  my  good  for- 
tune that  lately  my  trips  from  South  Boston 
have  been  upon  business  to  which  I  could  charge 
the  expense  of  a  herdic.  Now,  if  I  have  to  come 
over  here  tomorrow  for  the  sake  of  transacting 
city  business,  I  do  not  propose  to  take  a 
barge,  and  I  do  not  propose  to  go  into  my 
pocket  and  pay  for  the  price  of  a  herdic.  I  am 
not  speaking  especially  for  myself ;  I  can  walk ; 
but  upon  one  of  the  committees  that  meets  here 
tomorrow  at  an  early  hour  there  is  a  gentleman 
who  lives  almost  at  City  Point,  and  another 
away  out  at  Washington  Village,  and  I  do 
not  think  it  is  any  more  reasonable  to  have 
them  come  over  here  tomorrow  or  have 
them  pay  then-  own  fares  than  it  would 
be  to  have  them  go  home  tonight  and  pay 
their  own  fares  or  walk.  Of  course  I  know 
there  are  gentlemen  here  in  this  Council  who 
are  perfectly  able  to  call  upon  their  little 
cash  accounts  and  pay  for  these  little  incidental 
expenses  and  not  feel  them.  But  there  are 
other  members  here  probably  who  might 
be  compelledl  to  do  so,  and  who  wouldn't  like 
to  say  openly  that  that  kind  of  drain  affeets 
them,  but  it  is  highly  probable  that  it  does  affect 
them,  although  they  might  not  wish  to  make 
any  complaint.  This  order  introduced  by  my 
associate  from  Ward  13  fully  covers  the  matter. 
If  this  strike  is  to  be  ended  so  very  soon  as  some 
of  the  gentlemen  suggest,  then  the  expense 
upon  the  city  will  not  be  so  very  lasting,  and  I 
trust  that  this  order  as  first  introduced  will  pre- 
vail. I  trust  we  will  not  be  charged  with  this 
meanness  and  miserly  feeling  of  trying  to  save  a 
dollar  for  the  city  of  Boston.  I  do  not  think  the 
people  of  Boston  desire  us  to  stand  here  and 
place  ourselves  on  record  as  being  so  cheap,  as 
representatives  of  the  city  government. 

Mr.  Whall— I  think  the  gentleman  is  raising 
fanciful  objections.  The  order  which  I  have 
offered  as  a  substitute  strikes  me  as  being  the 
only  one  which  wisdom  should  dictate  to  us  to 
pass  tonight.  For  the  general  purposes  of  the 
Council,  the  Council  by  its  own  vote  should 
award  payment  for  these  carriages.  If  a  gen- 
tleman comes  here  from  South  Boston  to  attend 
a  committee  meeting,  it  is  entirely  within  the 
province  of  his  committee  to  award  or  approve 
his  bill  for  carriage  hire.  If  the  gentleman 
thinks  that  any  member  from  his  section  may 
be  found  accidentally  in  a  position  where  they 
have  not  the  money  at  hand  to  pay  the  herdic 
hire,  then  I  can  see  some  force  in  his  objection. 
But  if  they  had   the  small  amount  which  they 


will  be  called  upon  to  pay  for  the  herdic,  then  I 
am  sure  that  their  committee,  if  the  expense 
has  been  legitimately  incurred,  will  have  the  bill 
approved  and  they  themselves  will  be  reim- 
bursed. I  think  it  is  a  matter  for  committees  to 
pass  upon ;  and  I  think  there  is  some  danger  in 
the  Council  passing  an  Omnibus,  Free-Ride  bill, 
and  it  is  acting  under  that  fear  that  I  oppose 
this— not  that  I  have  any  especial  fear  of  the 
gentlemen  from  South  Boston,  because  I  declare 
now  that  I  have  not;  but  if  we  do  it  in  the  case 
of  South  Boston  we  may  be  called  upon  to  do  it 
in  some  other  section  of  the  city ;  and  it  may  be 
possible  in  the  whirligig  of  time  that  we  may  be 
called  upon  to  do  it  for  the  whole  city,  and  then 
probably  all  of  us  may  enjoy  promiscuous 
free  riding  at  the  city's  expense.  I  think 
the  order  which  I  have  offered  is  the 
only  safe  one.  We  pay  for  carriages  at 
meetings  of  the  Common  Council  after  a  certain 
hour.  We  know  the  attendance  of  these  gen- 
tlemen here  tonight  is  necessary,  and  we  know 
it  would  be  an  insult  upon  them  to  compel  them 
to  pay  for  their  means  of  transit  from  the  Com- 
mon Council  chamber  to  their  homes.  We  pass 
upon  that  question  and  authorize  them  to  hire 
carriages  at  the  expense  of  the  city,  under  this 
order.  But  the  Council  at  large  has  not  the 
means  of  knowing  what  are  the  legitimate  ex- 
penses to  be  incurred  by  the  several  committee 
men.  The  committee  themselves  are  the  proper 
tribunals  to  pass  upon  that ;  and  I  have  no  doubt 
if  the  expense  is  legitimately  incurred  that  there 
is  not  a  single  committee  that  holds  its  sessions 
in  City  Hall  but  will  say  that  the  gentlemen  in- 
curring the  expense  for  such  cause  as  has  led  to 
the  offering'  of  this  order,  will  be  promptly  and 
fully  reimbursed.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the 
substitute  will  be  passed  instead  of  the  original 
order. 

Mr.  Carroll— I  wish  to  further  amend  by 
adding  that  carriages  be  furnished  for  the  meet- 
ing on  next  Thursday  night,  if  by  that  time  the 
strike  still  continues. 

Mr.  Blume— I  was  unable  to  hear  the  order 
read,  and  I  will  ask  for  the  reading  of  the  order, 
Mr.  President. 

The  clerk  read  the  substitute  offered  by  Mr. 
Whall. 

Mr.  Whall  accepted  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Carroll. 

Mr.  Leary— I  hope  that  neither  amendment 
will  prevail.  The  amendments  only  accord  us 
what  we  are  entitled  to  at  the  present  time,  be- 
cause there  has  not  been  a  meeting  which  I 
have  attended  of  late  that  has  not  lasted  until  11 
o'clock,  and  then  we  are  entitled  to  just  the 
same  privileges  as  are  conferred  in  this  order.  I 
was  talking  about  what  my  intention  was  in 
offering  the  order.  If  I  have  got  to  come  over  to 
City  Hall,  as  my  colleague  has  stated,  I  do  not 
want  to  have  to  pay  25  or  50  cents  for  coming 
over  here  to  attend  to  the  city's  business.  That 
was  my  object  in  putting  in  the  order.  I  think 
that  the  order  to  provide  for  our  riding  over 
here  under  the  present  condition  of  affairs  will 
meet  the  approval  of  every  one  except  my  friend 
from  Ward  10,  and  he  would  walk  all   the  time. 

Mr.  Whall— If  I  am  in  order,  I  would  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  13  if  he  wishes  to  have  an 
order  passed  to  give  him  something  that  he  is 
not  entitled  to?  He  says  that  the  order  as  it  is 
now  gives  him  something  that  he  is  entitled  to, 
that  it  does  not  give  him  something  that  he  is 
not  entitled  to.  Does  he  wish  it  to  give  him 
some  privilege  which  he  is  not  entitled  to? 

Mr.  Leary — I  do  not  want  to  take  issue  with 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  7,  but  I  would  simply 
ask,  what  is  the  use  of  giving  us  something  we 
have  already?  We  want  you  to  give  us  some- 
thing which  we  have  not  already  got,  and  then 
we  will  feel  all  right  about  it. 

Mr.  Ladd—  Is  there  anything  that  the  gentle- 
man has  not  got,  or  won't  have  very  soon? 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  Leary— We  wouldn't  even  have  a  fence 
around  the  Common  if  it  was  left  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10,  and,  in 
fact,  we  would  never  have  10  cents  for  anything 
if  he  had  his  way ;  but  as  we  have  a  Council  not 
composed  of  people  of  his  kind,  once  in  a  while 
we  do  get  something  over  there,  and  I  think  we 
will  get  something  more,  notwithstanding  the 
gentleman's  constant  objections.  I  have  been 
also  informed  that  the  gentleman,  not  only  not 
wishing  to  give  us  something,  will  perhaps  in 
the  near  future  take  something  from  us. 

The  substitute  as  amended  was  adopted. 
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The  order  was  passed  as  amended.    Mr.  Leary 
moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 
[See  later  in  the  proceedings.] 

UNDERGROUND  WIRES. 

Mr.  Gomez  offered  an  order,  That  the  city  gov- 
ernment consider  the  wisdom  and  feasibility  of 
placing  all  telegraph  wires,  telephone  and 
electric  lighting  wires  under  ground;  also  to 
investigate  the  various  conduit  systems  and 
other  methods  of  removing  wires  from  overhead 
without  interfering  with  their  usefulness,  with 
a  view  towards  remedying  the  existing  evils  of 
wire  hanging  throughout  the  city. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Underground  Wires. 

PAY  OF  MEMBERS  OF  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Gomez  offered  an  order — That  the  Board 
of  Fire  Commissioners  be  requested  to  include 
in  their  estimates  for  the  appropriation  for  the 
ensuing  year  a  sufficient  sum  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing graded  increase  in  the  pay  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Fire  Department : 

So  that  engineers  shall  be  paid  annually g2,000 

Foremen  of  companies,  annually 1,600 

Lieutenants  of  companies,  annually 1,500 

Enginemen  of  companies,  annually 1,400 

Assistant  enginemen  of  companies,  annually 1,300 

Foremen  of  hose  companies : 

For  the  first  year 1 ,000 

For  the  second  year 1,100 

For  the  third  year 1,200 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Fire  Department. 

PAVING  CF  NINTH  STREET. 

Mr.  McNary  offered  an  order— That  a  suffi- 
cient sum  be  included  in  the  appropriation  of 
the  Street  Department  to  pave  Ninth  street,  be- 
tween E  and  Dorchester  streets,  with  granite 
blocks. 

Referred  tb  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

SQUARE  TO  BE  NAMED  IN  SOUTH  BOSTON. 

Mr.  McNary  offered  an  order— That  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common  and  Squares  be  requested  to 
give  a  name  to  the  square  formed  by  the  inter- 
section of  Dorchester  avenue,  Dorchester,  Swett 
and  Boston  streets. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Common  and 
Squares. 

THOMAS  PARK. 

Mr.  McNary  offered  an  order— That  a  suffi- 
cient sum  be  included  in  the  appropriation  Eor 
Common  and  squares  to  put  Thomas  Park  in 
proper  condition,  and  again  surround  it  with  an 
iron  fence. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  McNary. 

HOUSE  OF  HOOK  AND  LADDER  No.  5. 

Mr.  Carroll  offered  an  order— That  the  su- 
perintendent of  public  buildings  include  in  his 
estimate  for  the  ensuing  financial  year  the  re- 
modelling of  the  building  at  present  occupied 
by  Hook  and  Ladder  No.  5  for  the  use  of  the 
South  Boston  Municipal  Court  and  as  a  ward 
room  for  Ward  15. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

11  FAKING   ON   THE  REVISION  OF  SUNDAY   LAWS. 

Mr.  Whiimouk  offered  a  resolve  — Thai  in 
the  opinion  of  this  Council  it  is  desirable  thai 
the  Sunday  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  be  re- 
vised during  the  present  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. 

Mr.  Whitmork— Iask  the  consent  of  the  Coun- 
cil io  speak  for  i  wo  moments  only  to  this  resolu- 
tion      i  nil  r:  I;,  .il'iT  it     that    I    i::i\    Wive    public 

notice  here  that  the  first  hearing  in  regard  to 

the   Sunday    laws   was    held     yesterday    at    the 

State  House  ami  the  petition  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton by  some  accidenl  was  not  heard.  There  has 
been  a  further  da^  set,  namely,  next  Tuesday, 
and  that  is  to  be  the  last  and  only  hearing  thai 
will  he  given  by  the  Committee  on  .Judiciary  in 
regard  to  the  matter  of  Sunday    laws.    There 

was  some  mistake  evidently   in    the   method   of 

advertising  in  regard  to  this  first  hearing,  ami  I 
have  introduced  this  order,  which  1  shall  now 
withdraw,  merely  to  enable  me  to  make  this 
statement,  so  1  trust  that  the  reporters  u  ill  gh  e 

notice  of  it.  so  that  the  public  will    understand 

thai  i ex  I  Tuesday  the  petitions  of  the  city  ..I 

Boston    ami    other   persons    for    changes    in    the 

Sunday  law  will  be  heard  for  the  last  time  by 
the  Judiciary  Committee  of  the  House.  I  now 
withdraw  the  resolution,  which  oi  course  I  only 
introduced  Eor  this  object. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  resolution  was 
withdrawn. 


REPORTS  OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Eleventh  annual  report  of  the  Boston  Water 
Board  for    the  year  1SS6,  (City  Doc.  27.)    Sent 

Requests  were  received  from  the  School  Com- 
mittee as  follows: 

1.  To  erect  a  six-room  primary  schoolhouse 
in  a  suitable  location,  east  of  the  Martin  gram- 
mar schoolhouse,  between  Tremont  street  and 
Longwood  avenue. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Schools  and  School- 
houses. 

2.  To  place  the  usual  tablet  on  the  Hugh 
O'Brien  schoolhouse. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Building's. 

3.  To  erect  anew  grammar  schoolhouse  of  12 
rooms  and  a  hall,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  junction 
of  Washington  and  Ashmont  streets,  Dorches- 
ter. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Schools  and  School- 
houses. 

4.  To  improve  the  ventilation  and  sanitary 
condition  of  the  Benjamin  Pope  primary  school- 
house. 

5.  To  move  the  coal-bin,  and  fill  the  pit  in  the 
basement  of  the  Hyde  schoolhouse  in  accord- 
ance with  the  recommendations  of  the  instruct- 
or in  hygiene. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings. 

PETITIONS. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Theophilus  D. 
Ling,  asking  that  the  city  name  a  price  for 
which  it  will  convey  to  him  its  rights  in  a  pas- 
sageway leading  from  Church  street  to  land  of 
the  citv  known  as  the  Starr-King  schoolhouse 
lot. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  AVhall  presented  the  petition  of  St. 
Joseph's  Young  Men's  Association  for  a  lease  of 
the  unoccupied  schoolhouse  on  Wall  street  for 
three  years. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Cochran  presented  the  petition  of  Sarah 
Pascal,  widow,  for  compensation  for  personal 
injuries  received  on  account  of  the  negligence 
of  an  agent  of  the  Board  of  Health  in  leaving  a 
trap  door  open  at  OS  Devens  si  reel ,  Charlestown. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  Leahy  presented  the  petition  of  John  F. 
Ormoml.  draw-tender  of  the  Maiden-Street 
bridge,  for  an   increase  of  salary  from  $800  to 

S1IKIII. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Bridges. 

CM  IRS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whit  more  Nos.  I  to  10,  in- 
clusive, were  acted  on  together  and  placed  on 
file,  vi/.. : 

1.  Report  of  Commissioners  on  New  Court 
I  louse  on  progress  of  the  work. 

2.  Quarterly  report  of  Boston  Water  Board. 

.;.  Quarterly  report  of.  Board  of  overseers  of 
r 

4.  Quarterly  report  of  Board  of  Directors  of 
l-'.asl   Boston  ferries. 

;,.  Quarterly  report  of  city  clerk. 

6.  Monthly  report  of  Hoard  of  Fire  Commis- 
sioners. 

7.  Annual  report  of  the  inspector  of  milk  and 
vinegar.    (City  Doc.  23.) 

8.  Report  of  the  superintendent  of  bridges 
fr April  6  to  Deo.  31,  1886.    (City  Doc.  2!).) 

:>.  Notice  of  consent  by  Railroad  Commission- 
ers to  construction  of  bridge  over  Boston  &  Al- 
bany railroad  at  Allston  station. 

10.  Notice  of  indefinite  postponement   of  the 

order  that  steam  railroads  crossing  at  street 
grades  he  required  to  lower  both  gates. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall  Nos.  II  to  23,  in- 
clusive, were  taken  up  ami  considered  together, 

and  the  reports  accepted  in  concurrence,  vi/..: 
ii.  Report  of  Cm ninit lee  on  finance, no  action 

necessary  on  order  to  provide  by  loan  of  #1(1. lion 
lor  the  const  rui  ■lion  of  streets  a  I  Orient  Heights. 

12.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  no  further 

action  necessary  on  petition  Of  Thomas  Mc- 
Maniis,  to  be  compensated  for  the  destruction  of 
^rass  on  his  land  on  Carlelon  street. 

I::.  Report  ol  same  committee,  no  action  neces- 
sary on  petition  of  Edward   II.  Davisforcom- 

peiisat  ion  for  damages  to  his  estate  by  construc- 
tion Of  a  sewer  from  liolborn  totlaslon  street. 

it.  Report  of  sa iommittee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Henry  F,  Vinal,  for  compen- 
sation for  the  settling  of  his  house  by  eonstruc- 
I  ion  of  a  sewer  in  New  eonib  street. 
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15.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  F.  L.  Pierce  and  others,  for 
abatement  of  sewer  assessment  on  Carruth 
street;  also  on  petition  asking  for  abatement  of 
imisance  caused  by  building'  of  said  sewer. 

16.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Harriet  A.  Lauten,  for  an 
abatement  of  assessment  on  account  of  laying- 
out  the  Marine  park. 

17.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  claim  of  Jonathan  Stone,  for  compen- 
sation for  damages  to  his.  property  on  Bunker 
Hill  and  Edgeworth  streets  by  construction  of 
sewer  in  Bunker  Hill  street. 

18.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  John  Mooney  for  compensa- 
tion for  damages  to  his  estate  on  River  street, 
from  the  building  of  a  catch-basin  without  an 
outlet. 

19.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Ellen  McDonnell,  to  be  paid 
for  land  taken  for  sewer  and  other  purposes  on 
Baxter  street. 

20.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Sarah  W.  Story  for  compen- 
sation-for  damages  to  her  estate  on  North  Bea- 
con street,  by  construction  of  a  sewer  in  front  of 
said  estate.      * 

21.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Bridget  Mahoney  for  refund 
of  liquor-license  fee. 

22.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Ellen  F.  Dee  for  refund  of 
liquor-license  fee. 

23.  Report  of  the  same  committee,  leave  to 
withdraw  on  petition  of  Peter  McCullough  to  be 
paid  for  services  rendered  the  city  at  the  insti- 
gation of  members  of  the  Police  Department. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall  Nos.  24  to  30  were 
acted  on  together,  and  the  reports  accepted  and 
the  references  ordered  in  concurrence,  viz. : 

24.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  recom- 
mending reference  to  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations of  the  communication  from  the  Board 
of  Police  in  regard  to  providing  an  ambulance 
for  the  Brighton  District. 

25.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  recom- 
mending same  reference  of  order  to  provide  by 
loan  of  $100,000  for  extension  of  Broadway  to 
Park  square. 

26.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  recom- 
mending same  reference  of  order  to  provide  a 
loan  of  $130,000  for  widening  Kneeland  street. 

27.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  recom- 
mending same  reference  of  order  to  provide  by 
loan  of  $250,000  for  extension  of  Columbus 
avenue  to  Ruggles  street. 

28.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  recom- 
mending same  reference  of  order  to  provide  a 
loan  of  $265,000  for  extension  of  Columbus 
avenue. 

29.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  recom- 
mending same  reference  of  order  for  grading 
Humboldt  avenue,  at  an  expense  of  $50,000. 

30.  Report  of  Committee  on  Police,  recom- 
mending reference  to  the  favorable  consideration 
of  the  Board  of  Police  of  the  subject  covered  by 
the  message  of  the  mayor  relative  to  the  em- 
Dloyment  of  women  attendants  at  police  station 
houses. 

31.  Order  to -hire  for  five  years  from  Jan.  1, 
1887,  the  rooms  in  Congress  Hall,  Charlestown, 
now  occupied  as  an  armory  by  Company  A,  Fifth 
Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  at  an  annual  rent  of  $1200. 
Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings. 

32.  Order  for  Water  Board  to  consider  expedi- 
ency of  establishing  the  inspection  and  waste 
division  as  a  permanent  department.  Passed  in 
concurrence. 

33.  Order  to  charge  to  the  appropriation  for 
Beacon  street  and  Brookline  avenue,  raising 
grade, — the  expense  of  widening  Beacon  street 
from  Brookline  avenue  to  St.  Mary's  street,  as 
at  present  proposed  by  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  should  like  to  inquire  whether 
under  that  order  we  can  take  advantage  of  the 
offers  which  I  understand  have  been  made  in 
regard  to  the  donation  of  land  for  the  purpose 
of  widening  Beacon  street,  and  whether  all 
those  steps  nave  been  so  far  advanced  that  we 
shall  not  incur  any  risk  on  the  part  of  the  city 
of  Boston  by  making  this  change  from  one  ap- 
propriation to  the  other? 

Mr.  Whitmore— In  order  that  those  questions 
may  be  looked  into  and  answered,  I  move  to  re- 
fer to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Laying  Out  and 


Widening  Streets.    That  is  the  proper  commit- 
tee, I  imagine. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Streets. 

34.  Order  for  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  con- 
sider and  report  what  changes  are  necessary  to 
be  made  in  Chapter  17  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1885,  so  as  to  render  uniform  the  provisions 
of  the  ordinances  in  relation  to  proposals  and 
contracts,  and  bonds  required  to  accompany  the 
same.  Passed  in  concurrence.  Mr.  Whall  moved 
to  reconsider ;  lost. 

35.  Order  for  Board  of  Police  to  include  in 
their  annual  estimates  sufficient  to  pay  for  erec- 
tion of  stable  for  horses  of  Police  Division  11. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

36.  Order  for  superintendent  of  streets  to  in- 
clude in  his  annual  estimates  sufficient  to  pay 
for  repairing  and  putting  in  order  Exeter  street, 
between  Huntington  avenue  and  Newbury 
street.  Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore, 
to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

37.  Order  for  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  to 
include  in  their  annual  estimates  sufficient  to 
pay  for  extension,  laying  out  and  grading  of 
Murray  court,  East  Boston,  from  Orleans  to  Cot- 
tage street.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations, on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore. 

New  Houses  for  Police  Divisions  1  and  8. 

38.  Report  of  Committee  on  Police,  and  order 
for  Board  of  Police  to  include  in  their  annual 
estimates  sufficient  to  provide  new  sites  and 
station  houses  in  Police  Divisions  1  and  8.  Re- 
port accepted,  and  the  question  came  on  giving 
the  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  McNary  moved  reference  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Appropriations. 

Mr.  Whall— I,  for  one,  most  decidedly  object 
to  having  that  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations,  for  I  can  see  no  reasonable  ob- 
ject to  be  gained  by  so  referring  it.  The  Board 
of  Police  Commissioners  have  sent  a  communi- 
cation to  the  city  government,  wherein  they 
have  tolci  us  of  the  urgent  necessity  for  police 
stations  in  the  northerly  sections  of  the  city,  in 
police  divisions  1  and  8.  Anybody  who  is  ac- 
quainted with  these  police  stations  knows  this 
one  fact,  that  they  are  a  disgrace — at  least  Sta- 
tion 1  is  a  disgrace— to  the  city  of  Boston.  The 
Committee  on  Appropriations  will  have  this 
matter  to  consider  when  the  Police  Commission- 
ers send  in  their  estimates  of  the  new  building. 
At  present  they  can  arrive  at  no  conclusion  that 
will  facilitate  business.  All  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  could  do  would  be  to  have  the 
opinion  of  the  Police  Board  upon  it.  The  Police 
Board  has  already  given  its  opinion.  The 
reason  why  these  other  orders  have  been 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions has  been  precisely  because  no  head  of  a 
department  has  expressed  an  opinion  upon 
the  advisability  or  necessity  of  the  respect- 
ive works,  but  in  this  particular  case  the  heads 
of  the  department  having  this  matter  in  charge, 
namely,  the  Police  Board,  have  expressed  their 
opinion  that  new  station-houses  are  needed. 
Now  the  Appropriation  Committee  can  have 
nothing  to  do  now  with  the  subject.  All  they  will 
have  to  do  with  the  subject  is  when  the  esti- 
mate comes  in,  to  consider  whether  the  finances 
of  the  city  of  Boston  will  warrant  commencing 
the  good  work  now.  I  think  the  gentleman  will 
see  the  force  of  my  remarks. 

Mr.  McNary— I  certainly  see  the  force  of  the 
gentleman's  remarks,  but  I  do  not  see  any  real 
reason  why  this  should  not  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations.  I  am  willing  to 
agree  with  the  gentleman  that  the  station- 
houses  in  that  locality  are  in  a  disgraceful  con- 
dition. But  as  I  understand  it,  if  I  am  right, 
this  matter  in  regard  to  station-houses  has  been 
referred  to  by  the  Board  of  Police  Commission- 
ers once,  and  they  have  stated  their  opinion  on 
this  matter,  and  what  can  he  the  use  of  having 
it  go  to  them  again  to  have  them  include  it 
in  their  annual  estimates?  If  it  is  sent  to 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations  they  will  in- 
clude it  in  their  estimates,  if  they  are  in  favor  of 
it  and  the  finances  of  the  city  will  allow  it.  The 
matter  has  got  to  go  to  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations in  the  end,  and  they  have  to  say 
whether  money  enough  can  be  provided  or  not. 
There  is  no  reason  that  I  can  see  why  it  should 
go  before  the  Police  Commissioners;  it  has 
already  been  there  once.  They  have  already 
expressed  themselves  as  in  favor  of  it,  and  if 
there  is  money  enough  for  the  purpose  they  will 
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undoubtedly  recommend  it,  approve  of  it,  and 
if  there  is  money  enough  to  warrant  it,  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations  'nail  undoubtedly 
grant  it.  I  think  this  order  should  be  like  the 
rest  of  the  orders  of  this  nature  that  are  put  in 
here— go  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 
I  know  that  other  orders  have  been  put  in  here 
for  buildings  just  as  necessary  and  proper,  and 
which  have  been  recommended  by  departments 
who  have  sent  in  recommendations  to  that 
effect,  and  those  orders  have  gone  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations.  I  have  submitted 
them  myself  and  had  that  disposition  made  of 
them,  and  I  think  that  that  action  ought  to  be 
taken  on  them. 

Mr.  Whall- I  think  the  gentleman  has  given 
very  good  reasons  why  it  should  not  go  to  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations.  The  Committee 
on  Appropriations  will  not  act  finally  on  these 
matters  for  several  weeks,  and  the  gentleman 
unconsciously  makes  a  mistake  when  he  says 
the  Board  of  Police  will  include  this  in  their 
estimates  whether  we  request  it  or  not.  The 
Board  of  Police  will  do  nothing  of  the  kind.  The 
Board  of  Police  will  only  include  in  its  estimates 
what  it  deems  to  be  of  the  utmost  and  of  essen- 
tial importance,  and  if  we  allow  a  communica- 
tion which  came  here  some  months  since  to  lie 
upon  our  files  without  any  definite  action,  then 
the  Board  of  Police  would  have  good  cause  to 
think  that  it  would  be  useless  for  them  to  in- 
clude this  in  their  annual  estimates,  But  if 
we  send  it  directly  to  the  Board  of  Police  they 
then,  acting  upon  the  request  of  the  city  gov- 
ernment, will  include  in  their  estimate  items 
for  new  buildings  for  Station  1  and  Station 
8.  Then  the  question  which  the  Appropria- 
tion Committee  will  have  to  decide  will 
be  whether  the  finances  of  the  city  will  war- 
rant us  in  expending  the  money  this  year.  I 
can  see  very  good  reasons  why  a  great  many 
wild-cat  schemes  which  are  introduced  here 
should  go,  in  the  first  instance,  to  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations,  to  see  whether  they  should 
go  any  further,  and  to  have  the  views  of  the 
heads  of  the  respective  departments.  It  is  just 
to  stop  unnecessary  work ;  to  stop  our  Street 
Commissioners  on  several  occasions  from 
making  estimates  for  street  expenditures, 
each  one  of  which  estimates  would  cost 
S500  or  .$600  to  make.  It  is  to  stop  un- 
necessary expense  sometimes  that  that  is 
done,  but  here  the  estimate  on  this  work 
is  not  going  to  cost  the  city  of  Boston  a  single 
solitary  dollar.  The  attitude  of  the  Board  of 
Police  is  known  upon  the  matter,  and  those  gen- 
tlemen who  come  from  the  section  of  the  citj 
where  these  several  houses  are  Located,  know 
that  if  anything  is  to  be  done,  like  the  killing 
of  a  certain  king,  "when  'tis  done,  then  'twere 
well  it  were  done  quickly." 

The  matter  was  declared  referred  t<>  the  I  '"in 
mittee  on  Appropriations.  Mr.  Whall  doubted 
the  vote,  a  rising  vote  was  taken,  hut  before  the 
result  was  announced  Mr.  "Whall  withdrew  the 
doubt,  and  the  matter  stood  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations. 

Wooden  Building. 
39.  Report  of  Committee  on   Department  for 

Inspection  of  Buildings,  and  order  for  tin;  issue 
of  a  permit  to  Robert  Treat  Paine  to  build  a 
woollen  building  on  llallcck  street,  Ward  22,  for 
finishing  paper. 

Report  accepted,  and  the  question  came  on 
giving  the  order  a  second  reading. 

.Mr.lli.usiK- 1  desire  to  ask  tiie  chairman  of 
that  committee,  if  he  is  present,  on  what  ground 
1 1 1  is  permit  is  granlcrl.  II  I  understand  < 'or reel  - 
ly  the  locality  in  which  the  building  is  proposed 
to  be  placed  is  a  very  combustible  neighbor- 
hood, full  of  tenement  houses,  and  an  exceeding- 
ly dangerous  place  for  more  wooden  buildings. 
I  would  like  to  know  upon  what  basis  the  com- 
mittee acted  in  granting  this  permit. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading, 
read  a  second  time,  and   put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Whall— Since  no  explanation  is  vouch- 
safed, ;and,  as  I  think,  the  gentleman  gives  a 
real  worthy  objection  against  the  passage  of  the 
order,  I  move  that  it  be  recommit  ted. 

Mr.  Atwood — Being  one  of  the  Sub-Commit- 
tee on  the  Department  for  the  Inspection  of 
Buildings,  I  would  say  that  we  visited  this  sec- 
tion to  find  out  the  exposures,  anil  to  learn  the 
reasons,  if  there  were  any,  why  we  should  not 
give  Mr.  Paine  the  permit  for  which  lie  asks. 
This  place  is  located  in  Ward  22.    The  hind    is  a 


large  vacant  lot,  and  the  building  which  he 
proposes  to  erect  is  to  be  used  tor  finishing 
paper,  a  business  that.  I  understand, will  employ 
from  one  hundred  to  two  hundred  girls.  The 
building  is  to  be  erected  on  this  vacant  lot, 
which  backs  up  to  the  Boston  &  Providence 
railroad.  The  only  buildings  which  will  be  any- 
wheres near  it  belong  to  Bates  College,  and  the 
tenement  houses  south  of  the  lot.  Between 
those  buildings  and  the  one  to  be  erected  there 
is  to  be  a  brick  wall,  I  understand.  Our  commit- 
tee went  out  there  and  saw  the  location,  and 
saw  the  advantage  it  would  be  to  the  people  in 
that  section,  by  bringing  employment  to  them. 
We  had  the  petitioner  before  us  and  he  stated 
the  reasons  for  erecting  that  building,  and  he 
desired  to  go  ahead  at  once  in  order  that  he 
might  accommodate  the  parties  who  wished  to 
lease  the  building.  Mr.  Paine  has  built  in  that 
section  several  very  large  brick  dwelling  houses, 
and  he  has  found  that  brick  dwelling  houses  in 
that  section  will  not  rent  so  as  to  pay  a  fair  in- 
terest on  the  investment  and  would  not  sell 
within  60  per  cent  of  the  cost ;  and,  therefore,  he 
has  decided  to  erect  in  that  section  as  many 
manufacturing  buildings  as  will  be  taken  when 
erected.  As  you  all  know,  Mr.  Robert  Treat 
Paine  is  a  very  wealthy  gentleftian,  and  he  is 
heartily  in  favor  of  bringing  manufacturing  of  all 
kinds  to  Boston.  We  thought  that  this  being  vir- 
tually an  open  lot,  it  is  not  more  than  just  to  give 
Mr.  Paine  a  permit  to  build,  as  he  has  asked.  I 
think  that  if  the  gentleman,  Mr.  Blume,  who 
has  raised  the  doubt  in  regard  to  this  matter, 
would  visit  the  location,  he  would  at  once  say, 
let  him  build  as  many  buildings  as  he  can. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— Having  lived  in  Ward  22 
for  over  25  years,  and  knowing  very  well  what 
the  people  out  there  are,  and  also  what  the 
business  out  there  is  and  has  been  for  years,  I 
cannot  see  any  objection  at  all  to  Mr.  Paine 
being  allowed  to  build  a  wooden  building  in 
that  district,  which  does  not  come  into  what  is 
called  the  brick  district  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
As  1  understand  it.  that  section  of  Ward  22, 
which  is  on  the  southwest  side  of  Ruggles 
street,  is  not  included  in  what  is  called  the 
brick  building  district  of  Boston.  Ward  22,  in 
comparison  with  most  of  the  wards  of  the  city, 
and  certainly  in  comparison  with  the  wards  of 
the  Highland  District,  probably  has  more 
business  in  the  form  of  manufacturing,  and 
in  the  form  of  large  breweries  and  all  business 
of  that  kind,  which  you  may  be  conversant 
with  or  in  t  iicl  that  :listi  i:  t  is  new  what  may 
be  called  a  combustible  district.  The  fact  that 
this  will  benefit  Ward  22,  and  the  fact  also  that 
there  arc  at  present  many  wooden  buildings  in 
that  district  should  be  a  reason  why  this  Council 
Should  adopt  the  report  sent  in  by  this  commit- 
tee and  grant  a  permit  to  build  another  wooden 
building  in  that  district.     I  am  glad  to  be  able  to 

siatc  for  the  information  of  the  gentleman  from 
\Varil22  that  in  the  last  ten  years  we  have  had  less 
tires  in  Ward  22  than  in  most  of  the  wards 
of  the  city  of  Boston.  Therefore,  the  gen- 
llenian  need  not  lie  alarmed  lest  the  erection  of 
this  building  on  llallcck  street  will  cause  a  tiro 
that  will  destroy  any  other  part  of  the  city.  I 
think  that  the  gentleman  may  take  the  infor- 
mation given  by  nie  in  regard  to  the  district  as 
being  true,  and  that  we  may  safely  allow  the 
erection  of  this  building,  and  that  it  will  not 
cause  any  damage  to  that  district,  nor  to  any 
other  pari  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Whall— After  the  explanations  which 
have  been  given  by  the  gen  1 1  email  in  the  second 

division,  and  the  gentleman  from  Ward  22, 1  see 

no  reason  for  recommittal,  and  therefore  I 
withdraw  t  he  motion. 

Tin!  question  then  came  on  the  passage  of  the 
order. 

Mr.  LAnn— I  trust  that  this  order  will  be  passed. 
Certainly  the  explanations  which  have  been 
given  should  be  satisfactory  to  every  member 
here.  I  wish  to  add— what  perhaps  some,  if  mil 
all,  know— that  Mr.  Paine  has  been  engaged  for 
years  in  a  most  laudable,  enterprise,  which  is 
that  of  encouraging  and  elevating  the  poorer 
classes  of  the  community  by  every  means  in  his 
power  building  houses,  securing  plans  that 
would  provide  bouses  for  them  to  live,  in,  which 
would  be  within  their  means  and  at  the  same 
lime   comfortable    bouses.      For    that    reason   I 

think  he  should  be  encouraged.  More  than  that, 
Mr.  President,  ibis  is  a  measure  which  is  in- 
tended lo  encourage  the  business  interests  of  the 

city  of  Boston,  antl  in  my  judgment  thai  is  suili- 
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cient  to  cause  everv  member  here  to  vote  for 
it. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence.  Mr.  R. 
Sullivan  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

New  Fire  Department  Buildings. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Fire  Department  and 
orders  (1)  for  the  Fire  Commissioners,  with  ap- 
proval of  mayor,  to  purchase  as  a  site  for  a  build- 
ing for  Engine  Company  No.  G  the  estates  22  and 
24  Leverett  street,  at  an  expense  of  $21,750;  and 
(2)  for  the  city  architect  to  prepare  plans  and 
estimates  for  a  building  for  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, to  be  erected  on  the  city  estate  corner  of 
Washington  and  Poplar  streets.  Roshndale. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  giving  the  orders  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Whithoke- I  ask  for  a  division  of  the 
question.  It  seems  very  improper  that  two  mat- 
ters entirely  distinct  as  an  engine  house  on  Lev- 
erett street  and  a  building  at  Roslindale,  should 
be  incorporated  into  one  vote. 

By  direction  of  the  president  the  question  was 
first  taken  on  the  second  order,  and  it  was  passed 
in  concurrence. 

The  question  then  came  on  giving  the  first  or- 
der a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Whitjiore— I  move  to  amend  so  that  it 
will  read,  "At  an  expense  not  exceeding  $21,750.'' 
I  do  not  know  whether  that  is  a  large  sum  or  a 
small  sum,  but  I  do  not  think  that,  as  we  cannot 
make  the  purchase  directly  ourselves  or  by  our 
committeee,  we  ought  to  tie  down  the  Fire  De- 
partment or  the  mayor,  and  tell  them  to  spend 
that  amount  of  money  if  they  can  not  buy  it  for 
less.  I  want  to  put  the  responsibility  upon  the 
parties  who  buy  the  lot  or  are  entrusted  with  the 
duty  of  making  the  trade. 

Mr.  Whall— I  appreciate  the  motive  behind 
that  amendment,  but  I  would  state  to  the  gen- 
tleman that  on  the  different  estates  offered  for 
Engine  House  No.  3,  has  been  a  constant  dicker- 
ing since,  I  think,  September  last,  and  I  have 
been  informed  by  the  commissioners  that  in  this 
particular  case  the  original  offer  has  been  re- 
duced by  some  hundreds  of  dollars.  I  do  not 
know  whether  or  not  it  is  material  that  the 
amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  should  be 
adopted,  hut  I  do  not  see  any  objection  to  it.  I 
only  say  for  the  information  of  the  gentleman 
that  there  have  been  trading  and  dickering  go- 
ing on  between  the  parties,  and  I  think  the  Fire 
Commissioners  have  finally  accepted  the  price. 

Mr.  Blume— I  desire  to  ask  for  information 
from  some  member  of  the  committee,  how  much 
this  property  is  taxed  for,  and  the  contents  of 
the  lots.  How  much  is  the  land  taxed  for  and 
what  the  quantity  of  land  is,  what  the  buildings 
are  taxed  for,  and  what  the  total  taxation  is. 

Mt.Kelley— I  move  that  the  whole  matter  be 
assigned  to  the  next  meeting  at  half-past  S. 

Mr.  Sanger— I  certainly  hope  the  matter  will 
not  be  assigned.  To  answer  to  the  inquiry  of  Mr. 
Blume  of  Ward  11, 1  have  been  endeavoring  to 
find  the  report  of  the  commissioners  to  the  City 
Council,  which  I  think  was  received  at  the 
meeting  on  the  13th  of  January,  in  which  com- 
munication, if  I  remember  aright,  the  whole 
matter  appeared.  I  will  not  detain  the  Council 
by  examination  now.  I  speak  from  recollection 
only,  but  I  think  the  assessors'  valuation  of  that 
estate  is  S1S.OO0.  If  the  Council  will  refer  to 
Page  27  of  the  City  Council  minutes,  which  is 
now  handed  me  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
7,  they  will  find  that  at  the  meeting  of  Jan.  13 
the  communication  from  the  Board  of  Fire 
Commissioners,  signed  by  Mr.  Fitch,  was  pre- 
sented, and  gives  all  the  figures  inquired  for  by 
Mr.  Blume.  [Mr.  Sanger  read  so  much  of  the 
communication  as  shows  the  assessed  valua- 
tion to  be  $17,000,  and  the  price  paid  by  present 
owners  to  be  $20,500,  in  addition  to  which  a 
large  sum  has  been  spent  for  improve- 
ments]. They  say  that  the  location  is  a 
proper  one.  I  do  not  understand  that  there 
is  any  objection  made  to  the  location.  The 
Joint  Committee  on  Fire  Department  con- 
sidered the  matter,  went  to  view  the  premises, 
and  their  opinion  was  unanimous  that  the  site 
was  a  suitaDle  one,  that  the  price  was  a  fair  one, 
and  they  decided  to  approve  the  report  of  the 
Fire  Commissioners  and  report  the  order  which 
is  now  before  the  Council. 

Mr.  Wham.— I  am  decidedly  opposed  to  the 
motion  to  assign,  for  this  simple  reason ;  I  want 
to  say  that  Engine  House  6,  on  Leverett  street, 
has  been  considered  for  some  time.  There  has 
been    a    lot    of    fooling    and    doing     nothing 


concerning  Engine  House  No.  6.  The  sub- 
ject has  been  agitated  for  the  last  five 
or  six  years,  and  notwithstanding  the  re- 
port of  the  Fire  Commissioners,  all  along, 
that  Engine  House  No.  6  was  the  worst  engine 
house  we  had,  that  it  was  part  and  parcel  of  the 
public  school  estate  that  had  to  be  vacated  by 
order  of  the  Board  of  Health— notwithstanding 
that,  we  didn't  see  the  daylight  till  last  year. 
Through  the  kindness  of  the  City  Council  of  last 
year,  $30,000  was  appropriated  for  the  purchase 
of  a  site,  and  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners 
was  authorized  after  that  was  passed  to  select 
the  site  and  report  to  the  City  Council.  I  believe 
it  was  somewhere  in  last  September  that  that 
vote  was  passed ;  and  since  then  there  have  been 
at  least  13  sites,  I  believe,  submitted  for  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  Fire  Commissioners.  I  myself, 
as  probably  the  prime  mover  last  year,  have 
been  importuned  and  pestered  to  death  by 
owners  of  property  in  that  vicinity  to  get  their 
particular  lot  accepted.  Now  I  understand  that 
the  only  motive  for  delay  or  the  only  cry  for  de- 
lay comes  from  some  disappointed  landholder 
who  didn't  get  his  lot  accepted.  This  lot  of  land 
is  upon  high  natural  ground ;  other  sites  were 
presented  which  are  now  situated  upon  land 
which  was  filled  in,  and  located  upon  what  was 
known  formerly  as  the  old  mill  pond.  This  site 
struck  the  Fire  Commissioners  as  being  the 
ve-y  best  site  they  could  get,  and  for  the 
very  smallest  amount  of  money.  I  am  opposed 
to  any  assignment  now  because  I  want  some- 
thing definite  done.  I  am  not  interested  par- 
ticularly as  to  whether  this  site  or  the  site 
farther  'along  had  been  accepted,  but  my  object 
all  along  has  been,  and  the  interest  which  I 
have  manifested  in  the  whole  subject  has  been, 
to  get  a  site,  and  then  probably  this  year  those 
who  know  the  necessities  of  the  case  can  con- 
vince the  Committee  on  Finance  and  afterward 
the  City  Council,  that  the  appropriation  should 
be  made  for  building  this  Engine  House  G,  which 
now  is  a  disgrace  to  our  city ;  and  the  menace  to 
the  health  of  our  Fire  Department,  or  at  least 
that  portion  of  it  whose  duty  compels  them  to 
remain  in  this  old  house  on  Wall  street,  will  be 
removed.  This  particular  lot,  I  understand, 
commended  itself  to  the  good  judgment  of  the 
architect  and  the  Fire  Commissioners,  because 
it  is  situated  in  the  middle  of  a  block,  and  the 
building  will  only  require  one  ornamental  iront. 
and  that  is  the  face.  The  side  walls  can  be 
easily  built  of  the  material  of  the  old  house,  if 
the  Fire  Commissioners  should  see  fit  to  use  it. 
At  any  rate,  second  hand  brick  can  be  used  for 
the  walls  on  either  side.  The  city  architect  ex- 
presses as  his  opinion  that  upon  a  lot  such  as 
that  he  could  build  a  building  suitable  for  the 
purposes  intended  at  probably  from  $5000  to 
$11,000  cheaper  than  he  could  if  he  had  to  build 
ornamental  sides.  I  understand  from  the  Police 
Commissioners  that  they  themselves  think  that 
the  lot  is  the  very  best  one  that  they  can  get  in 
the  locality  intended  to  be  covered  by  this  fire 
engine ;  and  there  does  not  seem  to  be  any  rea- 
son, after  the  unanimous  report  of  the  Fire  Com- 
missioners, after  the  unanimous  report  of  the  fire 
committee,  and  after  unanimous  acceptance  by 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  why  we  now  should  stop 
and  assign  it  to  the  next  meeting.  If  any  reason  is 
given  why  we  shall  assign  it,  then  we  shall  be 
ably  to  meet  it;  but  merely  to  assign  it  for  rea- 
sons which  I  have  heard  in  the  ball  lately,  sim- 
ply because  some  disappointed  landholder  did 
not  happen  to  be  fortunate  enough  to  sell  his 
piece  of  ground,  is  a  reason  which  should  not 
operate  at  this  meeting. 

Mr.  Blume— I  do  not  care,  sir,  whether  this 
matter  is  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  or  any 
other  meeting.  I  merely  desire  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Council  to  the  generosity  of  the  gen- 
tlemen who  recommend  measures  of  this  sort, 
as  I  have  done  many  times  before.  I  desire  to 
rise  in  myjalace  and  testify  to  the  generosity  of 
the  city  wfien  they  buy  anything,  This  property 
is  assessed  at  $17,000,  the  gentleman  informs  me. 
Now  this  is  exactly  2S  per  cent  more  than  the 
assessed  value,  less  $10.— an  increase  of  28  per 
cent  on  the  basis  of  $21,760,  or  $10  more  than  is 
proposed  to  be  paid.  Now  I  say  that  28  per  cent 
in  addition  to  the  assessed  value  is  too  much.  1 
am  aware,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  says, 
that  he  does  not  care  what  it  is  going  to  cost; 
but  I  can  appreciate  the  fact  that  somebody  else 
who  has  got  land  to  sell  in  that  vicinity  is  jeal- 
ous. You  are  paying  too  much  for  this  land 
gentlemen  :  that  is  my  point.    Twenty-eight  per 
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cent  is  more  than  it  is  worth  above  the  assessed 
value. 

Mr.  Fowler — I  hope,  sir,  that  the  motion  to 
assign  to  the  next  meeting  will  not  prevail,  for 
two  or  three  reasons.  And.  in  the  first  place.  I 
will  inform  the  gentleman  who  has  last  spoken 
that  land  has  advanced  considerably  in  value  in 
that  section  of  the  city  within  the  last  few  years 
and  will  continue  advancing.  I  know  a  lot  that 
was  assessed  for  $3600,  and  was  sold  at  private 
sale  for  $3600  within  a  few  months,  and  was  re- 
cently sold  at  public  auction  for  $4500.  I 
believe  that  this  lot  is  cheap  at  the  price 
that  we  get  it  for — $21,750.  There  is  an- 
other reason  why  this  lot  should  be  bought. 
As  I  understand  it.  there  is  a  division 
wall  on  each  side,  on  which  the  city  can 
put  their  timbers,  and  therefore  we  can  build  on 
this  lot  at  less  expense  than  we  could  on  any 
other  lot  that  has  been  considered,  and  we 
not  have  to  build  the  party  Avails.  That  is 
worth  at  least  $2100.  Now  there  is  another  rea- 
son why  I  hope  this  motion  to  specially  assign 
will  not  prevail,  and  that  is  because  it  carries 
with  it  the  last  part  of  the  order,  as  I  understand 
it,  in  regard  to  the  engine-house  at  the  corner  of 
Washington  and  Poplar  streets,  Roslindale.  The 
city  owns  that  land  and  everybody  agrees  that 
those  plans  and  estimates  should  be  made.  That 
has  not  passed,  has  it,  Mr.  President'.' 

The  President— That  has  passed. 

Mr.  Fowler— I  hope  on  its  merits  that  this 
order  will  not  be  assigned. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  the  mo- 
tion to  assign. 

Mr.  Sanger— Before  the  question  is  put  I 
wish  to  correct  an  error  which  a  remark  of  my 
colleague  has  called  my  attention  to,  that  the 
committee  did  not  endeavor  to  protect  the  in- 
terests of  the  city.  This  was  the  lowest  offer  of 
any  which  the  commissioners  reported  us  a 
suitable  site  for  the  engine  house.  The  next 
offer  that  I  remember  was  $24,000.  and 
other  higher  offers  were  made  by  live  or 
six  persons  who  have  land  on  Merrimac  street; 
and  that  is  where  the  bone  of  contention, 
in  my  opinion,  arises  in  regard  to  this  order,  and 
that  is  the  reason  for  the  entire  opposition  to  it 
tonight.  The  land  on  Merrimac  street,  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  7  has  said. is  not  suitable  for  an 
engine  house.  The  owners  of  that  property  are 
disappointed  undoubtedly  that  they  could  not 
dispose  of  their  property  to  the  city  of  Boston 
for  an  engine  house  or  any  other  purpose;  hut 
the  Commissioners  said  that  a  dry  cellar  on  any 
land  on  Merrimac  street,  such  as  was  consid- 
ered, would  cost  $2700,  and  when  that  amount 
was  expended  they  were  not  sure  that  they 
would  have  a  drv  cellar  after  all.  So  that  this 
being  considered  a  reasonable  amount  the  com- 
mittee unanimously  approved  the  location.  I 
shah  also  endorse  everything  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  has  said  as  to  the  immediate  neces- 
sity of  a  site   being   purchased    for   an  engine 

house,  as  the  present  one  is  certainly  a    disgrace 

to  the  city  of  Boston  as  it  stands  today.  They 
have  for  two  or  three  years  been  in  son-  need  of 
new  quarters,    since   they  have  been  in  thai 

C  resent  house  the    Minot  school   building   has 
ecu  closed  by  the  Board  of  Health  for  sanitarj 
reasons,  and  in  the  engine  house  adjacenl  to  the 

School  building  one  of  the  men  died  some  three 
years     ago     from    typhoid     fever,    and     it     was 

thought  by  a ■  to  be  directly  traceable  to  the 

imperfect  drainage  in  the  rear  of  the  school 
building.  I  hope  that  the  order  will  not  ;  be  as- 
signed, but  will  be  passed  tonighl 

Sir.   KelLEY— My    idea    in  moving  the  assign- 

*     ment  of  this  order  was  not,  as  the  gentleman 

from  Ward  7  has  said,  on  account  of  the  hobby 
of  some  disappointed  landholder.  My  idea  was 
simply  this:  to  look  into  this  matter  a  little 
more   carefully  and   definitely.     The    position    1 

am  placed  iii.  coi  i  ling  from  the  district  v.  here  Ilia  I 

engine  house  is.  knowing,  as  1  do,  the  disadvan- 
tages that  the  firemen  are  working  under  toda] . 

makes  me  of  course  fa\  orahle  to  the  idea.     1  was 

not  informed  of  the  power  of  the  committee  until 
today  when  I  asked  one  of  the  leading  members  ol 
the  committee  if  they  had  any  jurisdiction  to 
select  any  site  outside  of  what  i  he  Fire  I  lommis- 

sioners  would  approve,  and  lie  told  me  no;  and 
it  is  for  that  reason  that  I  desire  to  have  this 
matter  assigned  to  the  next    meeting  of  the 

I  'oiincil.    so    thai    I    ma>      not     g record    as 

desiring  to    have    this    engine    house   placed 

in  a  had  locality,  such  as  is  the  locality 
which  at  tin:  present  time  it  is  proposed  to  place- 


it  in.  It  is  not  alone  undesirable  on  account  of 
drainage,  but  on  account  or  the  inconvenience 
that  will  be  found  in  getting  the  force  out.  I 
hope  the  motion  to  assign  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Whall— I  am  willing  without  being  at  all 
personally  offensive  to  the  gentleman,  to  match 
the  opinion  of  three  such  experts  as  the  Fire 
Commissioners,  against  the  gentleman's  own 
opinion  as  to  the  desirability  of  this  location.  I 
do  not  think  that  anybody  will  gainsay  the  fact 
that  Fire  Commissioner  Green,  when  he  says 
that  site  is  adapted  for  the  purpose  of  an  engine 
house,  knows  what  he  is  talking  about.  It  lie 
does  not  know  it  after  his  years  of  experience,  I 
do  not  think  that  the  gentleman  will  consider  it 
offensive  in  me  to  say  that  he.  without  any  ex- 
perience, knows  still  less.  Now  that  engine 
house  is  located  opposite  a  street  in  such  a  po- 
sition that  the  engine  can  be  driven  in  three 
directions  by  just  a  turn  of  the  rein.  It  is  just 
100  feet  from  btaniford  street,  which  we  have 
just  opened  up,  which  will  open  it  up  to  all  the 
territory  of  the  North  End.  It  is  right  on  Lev- 
erett  street,  where  it  can  go  towards  the  West 
End,  towards  the  bridge,  and  through  Leverett 
street  it  can  go  across  the  street  to  Cambridge 
street,  and  thus  cover  the  Beacon  Hillside  prop- 
erty. As  regards  the  money  to  be  paid,  if  the 
gentleman  only  goes  by  the  assessed  valuation 
he  is  correct;  but  I  believe  that  in  the  commu- 
nication which  was  sent  to  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioners these  facts  appeared  :  That  $10,000  -were 
paid  for  one  of  these  houses  and  $10,500  for 
the  other— that  is.  $20,500  paid  a  few  years  ago, — 
so  that  we  take  the  original  price  of  those  houses 
as  $22,500.  The  owner  has  in  addition  done  what 
the  city  would  now  he  compelled  to  do.  He  has 
dug  a  cellar  there.  He  did  that,  of  course,  to  get 
in  stores  and  utilize  the  basement  part  of  his 
property.  He  did  that  at  an  expense  of  some 
$1000  or  $1200,  and  that  will  bring  the  purchase 
money  up  to  $21,500  or  $21,700.  In  addition  to 
that,  when  he  proposed  selling  his  houses  to  the 
city,  both  of  them  were  under  written  leases, 
and  1  understand  from  his  attorney  that  to  get  a 
vacation  of  those  leases  it  will  be  necessary  for 
him  to  Spend  at  least  $500,  so  that  leaves  the 
price  of  the  property  to  him  somewhere  in  the 
neighborhood  of  $22,000  or  $22,200,  and  I  think  the 

gentlemen  will  agree  with  me  that  this  is  coin- 
ing prettj  near  the  line  \\  hen  he  offers  to  give  it 
to  the  city  for  $21,750.  I  will  also  state  that  the 
commissioners  thought  about  getting  some 
houses  further  along,  at  the  head  of  Cause- 
way street.  One  of  the  houses  could  be 
obtained  for  no  less  than  $13,000.  The 
other  building,  owned  by  the  Murdock 
Liquid  Food  Company,  I  understand  couldn't 
he  obtained  at  any  price,    because   I   understand 

they, are  holding  on  to  the  property  for  the  ex- 
tension-of  (  'a  use  way  street,  through  the  Massa- 
chusetts Hospital  grounds,  when  they  will  re- 
cei\  e  a  larger  price  than  they  can  now. 

Mr.  McKkxna — As  a  member  of  that  com  mi  t  tee 

I  would  say  that  we  all  appreciate  the  neces- 
sity of  placing  Engine  House  No,  i;  in  a  desirable 
locality.  This  site  w  as  selected  with  the  appro- 
val of  the  commissioners,  who  considered  it  the 
hesi  site  to  be  adopted,  and  superior  to  the 
others  in  every  way  for  the   purpose  for  which 

it  is  let  nl  I  [hi  pir:  I:;  allttl:  111  excess  f 
the  valuation,  but  it  wasn't  considered  exorbi- 
tant at  all. 

Mr.  McNaky— While  1  appreciate  the  explana- 
tion made  by  the  gentleman  form  Ward  11,  and 
also  understand  and  appreciate  the  efforts  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  in  behalf  of  an 
engine  house  in  his  district,  at  the  same  time  I 

should  like  to  sec  this  matter  assigned  over,  anil 

we  will  then  have,  a  chance  to  inquire  into  the 

reason  why  this  site  should  he  selected.  1  have 
heard  sonic  ralhcr  peculiar  stories  floating 
around    in    regard    to   this    engine     house    and 

location,    which    mav     he     utterly    false.     I 

knew  nothing  about  the  matter  until  this 
evening,  one  way    or    the    oilier,    hut    it   strikes 

me  thai  the  matter  mighl  bear  looking  into  and 
i he  members  of  the  ( 'h >  Council  who  may  have 

sonic  I  i  me  at  their  disposal  might  go  down     and 

see  this  location  for  themselves,  It  also  strikes 
me  that  this  large  price  is  extremely  in  excess 
oi  i  he  valuation,  and  it  seems  to  me  thai  if  there 
isa  gentleman  in  the  city  who  has  paid  $21,500 
for  the  buildings,  property  and  repairs,  and 
Other  Bums  additional,  sufficient  to  make  it  $22,- 

000,  and  then  sells  it  tor  less  than  cost.  1  would 

like  tO  see  him.  Such  people  must  he  very  pub- 
lic -spirited  citizans,   silling  their  property  for 
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less  than  it  cost  them.  I  never  heard  of  such  a 
case  before  in  dealing  with  the  city,  in  my  life. 
It  is  contrary  to  the  experience  of  every  man  in 
this  Council  chamber.  It  is  generally  the  case 
■when  a  man  has  dealings  with  the  city,  that  he 
expects  to  make  four  or  five  thousand  dollars 
above  the  purchase  price,  and  here  we  find  a 
man  not  only  willing  but  anxious  to  sell  for 
$500  less  than  cost  price.  Now  that  is  a  peculiar 
state  of  affairs,  to  my  mind,  and  I  should  like  to 
look  it  up  and  look  into  the  matter  some.  Gen- 
tlemen who  are  so  public-spirited  as  to  sell 
property  for  less  than  it  cost  them,  are  not  com- 
mon. I  speak  of  it  because  gentlemen  from  that 
district  have  spoken  to  me  in  regard  to  this 
matter.  I  know  nothing  about  it  personally, 
but  I  should  like  to  know  something  about  it. 
I  hope  it  will  be  assigned. 

The  motion  to  assign  to  the  next  meeting  at  9 
o'clock  was  carried. 

Salaries  of  Police. 

41.  Report  of  Committee  on  Police  that  the 
ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised 
Ordinances  of  1885,  so  as  to  increase  the  salaries 
of  inspectors  and  lieutenants  of  police  to  $1600 
each  (approved  as  to  form  by  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances),  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question 
came  on  giving  the  ordinance  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  would  suggest  that  Nos.  42  and  43 
be  taken  up  at  the  same  time,  together  with 
this  matter,  as  all  three  measures  ought  to 
stand  or  fall  together. 

Mr.  Whall— I  object. 

The  President— Objection  being  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  7  the  request  is  out  of  or- 
der. 

Mr.  Whitmoke— I  would  inquire  whether  the 
opinion  of  the  Board  of  Police  has  been  taken 
on  this  matter?  In  other  words,  whether  they 
will  concur?  Because  if  not,  I  shall  move  to 
refer  the  matter  back  to  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances to  ascertain  whether  the  Police  Com- 
missioners will  concur  or  not. 

Mr.  Gomez — If  the  gentleman  simply  requires 
the  information  as  to  whether  the  Police  Com- 
missioners will  concur  in  the  passage  of  this  or- 
der I  would  say  that  I  have  seen  the  gentlemen 
of  the  board  and  they  have  assured  me  that  they 
will  do  so. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  reason  I  asked  the  ques- 
tion was  because,  of  course  it  is  understood  that 
they  have  a  veto  power  upon  the  action  of  the 
city  government.  In  other  words  they  have  to 
be  consulted  and  have  to  concur,  and  we  cannot 
pass  the  ordinance  alone.  Last  year  several  such 
matters  came  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances : 
we  made  inquiry  and  found  that  they  would  do 
nothing,  and  we  so  reported  to  the  Council,  and 
that  was  the  end  of  it.  If  the  gentleman  relies 
upon  the  assurance  he  has  received  and  is  sat- 
isfied that  that  is  sufficient  without  having  it 
officially  in  writing,  I  shall  not  raise  any  objec- 
tion. But  for  my  part  I  should  prefer  to  have  it 
in  writing.  If  the  gentleman  is  willing  to  take 
the  unofficial  assurance  of  the  board  I  am  will- 
ing to  do  so. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  think  we  had  better  take  the 
step  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12, 
that  the  ordinance  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances  to  find  out  whether  it  can  be 
carried  through.  I  do  that  for  the  reason  that 
we  cannot  act  upon  these  ordinances  as  a  whole. 
I  dislike  to  have  one  ordinance  pass  by  itself, 
and  then  act  upon  another ;  because  it  might  be 
claimed  by  some  that  as  the  first  ordinance  was 
passed  we  should  pass  the  second  or  third,  I 
think  that  all  these  ordinances  to  increase  the 
salaries  of  members  of  the  Police  Department 
should  stand  or  fall  together.  As  a  means  of 
accomplishing  that  end  I  move  to  refer  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances. 

Mr.  Leary — I  should  like  to  ask  if  this  ques- 
tion can  be  divided?  That  is,  can  we  act  upon 
part  of  it,  vote  upon  the  inspectors  first,  and 
upon  the  lieutenants  afterwards? 

Mr.  Whall— Mr.  President. 

The  President — The  question  is  upon  the 
motion  to  assign.    Mr.  Leary  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  Leary— I  only  rose  for  information  to 
know  if  we  could  act  upon  one  section  at  a 
time. 

Mr.  Whall— I  did  not  seek  the  floor  to  answer 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  13.  I  only  rose  to  op- 
pose the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10. 
If  the  gentleman  from  Ward  13  is  desirous  of 
voting  for  one  of  these,  and  not  voting  for  the 


other,  he  can  make  a  motion  to  strike  out,  or 
call  upon  the  Chair  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion. I  presume  the  Chair  would  allow  a  divi- 
sion of  any  question  capable  of  being  divided. 
This  ordinance  provides  for  increasing  the  pay 
of  the  inspectors  and  lieutenants;  it  embraces 
two  subjects,  and  is  capable  of  division.  I  had 
the  same  doubts  which  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  expressed,  namely,  that  we  might  goon 
and  concur  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and 
then  find  over  our  heads  not  only  the  veto  power 
of  the  mayor,  but  the  veto  power  of  a  body  that 
was  never  contemplated  by  any  constitutional 
law  to  have  a  veto  power  over  us.  That  is,  if  we 
pass  these  ordinances  without  some  assurance 
from  the  Board  of  Police,  we  might  put  the  City 
Council  in  an  undignified  position  of  having  its 
acts  set  aside  by  persons  not  chosen  by  the  votes 
of  the  citizens  of  Boston,  or  having  any  connec- 
tion with  Boston  except  upon  a  salary  list.  I 
was  unwilling  to  have  the  chance  of  having  this 
hybrid  veto  power  exercised  upon  the  acts  of  the 
City  Council  of  Boston,  and  therefore  yesterday 
I  indited  a  letter  to  the  Board  of  Police,  asking 
them  to  state  their  exact  position  upon  this  mat- 
ter, and  telling  them  exactly  why  I  desired  the 
information  sought  for.  The  Board  of  Police 
were  pleased  enough  to  send  me  a  uniformed 
messenger  today,  to  say  that  it  would  be  their 
pleasure  to  confer  with  the  member  from 
Ward  7 :  and  thereupon  a  conference  was  held,  at 
which  it  was  plainly  stated — I  suppose  I  make 
no  breach  of  confidence— in  regard  to  this  par- 
ticular order  that  if  it  should  pass  it  would  un- 
doubtedly receive  the  approbation  of  the  Board 
of  Police.  If  this  assurance  had  come  to  me 
alone  I  would  hardly  consider  it  as  a  sufficient 
guarantee  probably  for  us  to  proceed  and  act 
upon  the  ordinance.  But,  as  I  understand  it,  the 
assurance  has  been  given  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  13,  and  from  the  debate  in  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  the  other  day  I  learned  that  the  same 
assurance  was  given  to  the  chairman  of  the  Po- 
lice Committee.  There  we  have  then  the  assur- 
ance made  to  three  separate,  distinct  indi- 
viduals, and  I  can  see  that  it  should  have  some 
force,  because  I  believe  that  the  Board  of  Police 
in  this  particular  are  honorable  gentlemen.  I 
believe  it  should  have  the  same  force  as  their 
written  approval.  I  see  no  force  in  sticking 
upon  the  point  that  they  have  not  said  in  writ- 
ing that  they  will  approve  it.  I  believed  today 
when  they  told  me  that  they  would  approve  it 
that  they  meant  it.  Though  I  had  at  first  some 
fears  of  this,  what  I  might  call  an  extra  judicial 
veto,  now  from  my  conference  with  the  Board 
of  Police  I  think  we  need"  fear  no  veto  in  that 
direction  at  least.    - 

Mr.  Carroll— If  it  would  not  be  out  of  order 
1  would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman  what  assur- 
ance the  Board  of  Police  gave  him  in  regard  to 
orders  Nos.  42  and  43  on  the  calendar? 

Mr.  Gomez— I  object  to  that.  I  consider  that 
out  of  order.  The  question  before  the  Council 
at  the  present  time  is  No.  41  von  the  calendar. 
When  we  reach  the  other  two  we  shall  be  pre- 
pared to  answer  all  questions  that  may  be  asked. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

Mr.  Blume— It  strikes  me  that  this  is  not  a 
legitimate  way  of  doing  business.  I  do  not  think 
it  is  proper  or  dignified  for  this  Council  to  act 
upon  the  personal  assurance  of  any  board  or 
committee,  or  any  two  members.  1  say  it  with 
all  due  respect  to  the  gentlemen.  The  oroper 
way  to  do  business  of  this  importance  is  to  learn 
from  the  particular  board  or  commission  what 
their  views  are.  I  think  that  it  is  not  proper  for 
any  one  gentleman  to  communicate  with  that 
board  and  learn  their  private,  views  or  public 
views  and  then  vouchsafe  to  us  the  information 
if  he  thinks  it  is  going  to  take  kindly  or  other- 
wise. Let  the  communication  be  addressed  fo 
the  proper  board  by  the  City  Council  and  let  us 
have  a  reply  stating  the  position  of  these  distin- 
guished gentlemen  in  whom  all  at  nice  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  7  has  such  confidence. 

Mr.  Whall— In  that  particular.  I  said. 

Mr.  Blume— I  say  it  is  not  the  proper  way  to 
reach  the  question.  I  hope  the  order  will  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  that  we 
may  have  this  Information  through  the  proper 
channels. 

Mr.  Whall— The  gentleman  from  Ward  11 
thinks  that  the  assurance  given  by  the  Board  of 
Police  should  not  he  accepted  as  a  sufficient 
guarantee  of  their  standing.  The  position 
which  lie  takes  implies  one  of  two  things:  either 
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he  thinks  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  lies,  or  he 
thinks  the  Board  of  Police  lies.  Now  I  can  as- 
sure him  that  the  gentleman  from  "Ward  7  has 
heard  the  story  of  Washington  and  his  hatchet, 
[laughter,]  and  in  the  council  chamber,  no  mat- 
ter what  he  does  elsewhere,  he  does  not  lie. 
And  I  can  assure  the  gentleman  that  in  this  par- 
ticular I  have  faith  enough  in  the  honesty  and 
manliness  of  the  Board  of  Police  Commissioners 
to  believe  that  they  do  not  lie.  The  gentleman 
says  that  he  does  not  believe  in  that  way  of  do- 
ing things.  I  do  not  believe  that  that  way  of 
doing  things  should  become  necessary ;  I  agree 
witli  him  there.  I  think,  with  all  due  respect  to 
the  Committee  on  Police,  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  Committee  on  Police  to  have  assured  them- 
selves, and  then  to  bring  the  assurance  through 
them  to  the  city  government,  of  the  position  of 
the  Board  of  Police.  But  having  failed  in  that 
duty,  and  not  having  had  what  I  may  call  suffi- 
cient evidence  of  the  position  of  the  Board  of 
Police,  upon  all  these  matters,  I  thought  before 
I  would  vote  on  any  or  all  of  these  matters  I 
would  know  whether  my  vote  was  going  to 
count,  or  whether  somebody  beyond  the  chief 
executive  of  this  city  should  have  a  say  as  to 
whether  the  actions  of  the  city  government 
of  Boston  should  become  operative.  I 
wanted  to  know  whether  we  had  to  en- 
counter a  double  veto.  I  am  in  favor  of 
every  one  of  these  measures;  and  I  shall  vote 
to  increase  the  pay  not  only  of  the  lieutenants 
and  inspectors,  but  also  the  pay  of  the  sergeants : 
not  only  giving  a  little  gilt  and  tinsel  to  the 
upper  ten,  but  I  believe  and  shall  urge  most 
strongly,  in  giving  the  rank  and  rile— the  patrol- 
men—an increase  also.  I  believe  in  that  straight 
through,  and  I  intended  to  vote,  and  shall  vote, 
for  every  one  of  these  orders,  because  I  believe 
our  Police  Department  is  poorly  paid  from  top 
to  bottom,  excepting  the  Police  Board.  But 
those  whose  salaries  we  control  are  poorly  paid, 
and,  if  the  gentlemen  know  anything  of  the  sal- 
aries paid  in  other  cities,  they  will  know  that 
this  tine  force,  the  merits  of  which  were  spoken 
of  so  highly  only  one  meeting  ago,  is  among  tin- 
most  poorly  paid  of  any  of  the  forces  in  the  large 
cities  of  the  country.  Now  I  will  give  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  15  the  assurance  that  bhe 
Board  of  Police  Commissioners  are  in  favor  of 
an  increase  from  top  to  bottom— that  is.  the  ma- 
jority of  them,  because  I  believe  Commissioner 
Osborne  is  out  of  the  city,  but  Commissioners 
Lee  and  Whiting  told  me  today  that  there  was 
not  a  doubt  if  the  City  Council  of  Boston  should 
favor  this  contemplated  increase,  they  would  ap- 
prove of  it— thes< itempiated  increases,  they 

would  approve  of  them;  and  that  they  thought 
they  were  necessary,  and  believed  in  them.  thai 
is  the  reason  why  1  sought  their  opinion,  and  lam 
glad  I  formed  the  acquaintance  with  the  opinion 
of  the  honorable  commissioners, because  it  gives 
me  certainty  in  my  action  here  tonight. 

Mr.  Gomez— I  trust  this  matter  will  not  1h>  re- 
ferred back  to  another  co tittee,  bul  will  be 

put  upon  its  passage  right  here  tonight.  Every 
precaution  lias  been  taken  to  satisfy  those  who 
nave  dealt  with  this  order  thai  the  Board  ol  Po- 
lice would  concur  in  the  vote  taken  here  if  it 
should  pass.    Before  this  ordinance  was  framed 

at  all    1   called    upon    lie;    Board   Of    Police,  and 

consulted  with  them  before  I  touched  a  pen  to 
the  paper,  and  it  was  upon  their  own  recom- 
mendation that  the  ordinance  was  drawn.  I  do 
noi  approve  of  the  reflections  thai  have  been 
made  upon  the  board  here  tonight,  nor  would  I 
ask  them  for  a  written  guarantee  for  their  vote 
of  concurrence.  I  know  those  gentlemen  well 
enough  to  know  that  their  word  is  guarantee 
enough;  it  is,  at  least,  for  me.  Ami  when  they 
told  mi' that  they  would  concur  in  such  a  vote 
I   asked   no   further   proof   of  their   honesty    or 

their  faith  in  the  matter.    I  trust,  gentlemen, 

that   this  ordinance  will  he  put  upon  ils  passage 

and  be  settlecl  this  evening. 
Mr.  Ladd— If  the  reports  that  arebroughl  to 

us  are  true  I  am    very  sorry  to  learn  for  the   first 

time  that  we  arc  not  safe  even  in  the  hands  of  a 

Commission    under    the    auspices   of    t\\<-    State. 

That  information  ma}  be  wrong,  but  if  11  be 
correct,  then  it  turns  out  that  the  treasury  of 
the  city  of  Boston  is  tOO  great,  a  temptation  for 
any  commissioners,  and  that  we  are  called 
upon  here  to  pay  men  more  for  services  ren- 
dered than  the  market  price  of  their  services. 
There  are  men  all  over  the  city  of  Boston  who 
are  clamoring  for  places  on  the  police  force,  as 

lieutenant,  sergeant,  i  ns]  >ee  I  or,  and    every  other 


position  in  the  Police  Department.  There  are 
men  who  would  be  willing,  if  they  supposed 
that  they  could  be  thereby  assured  of  any  of 
these  positions,  to  agree  to  contribute  a  large 
part  of  their  salary  to  be  paid  annually,  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  those  positions,  even  at  the 
present  salaries.  That  being  the  case,  we  are 
paying  more  than  the  market  price  for  their 
services,  and  when  we  get  above  the  market 
price  for  anybody's  services  for  the  city  of 
Boston,  we  are  derelict  in  our  duty  to  the 
city  of  Boston.  I  don't  care  whether  it  be 
a  high  official  or  a  low  official,  I  don't 
care  whether  it  be  an  officer  who  is  receiving 
$3500  a  year  or  $4000  a  year,  or  whether  it  be  a 
man  who  is  working  upon  our  streets  for  $2  a  day, 
the  moment  we  give  more  than  the  market  value 
for  those  services  we  are  derelict  in  our  duty  to 
the  city  of  Boston,  and  every  commissioner  who 
sanctions  pay  larger  than  the  market  value  of 
the  service  to  the  city  is  derelict  in  his  duty  to 
the  city  of  Boston.  That  is  the  only  guide  and 
the  only  criterion,  and  if  this  thing  goes  on 
much  further  the  taxpayers  of  Boston  will  be 
justified  in  insisting  upon  it  that  these  offices 
be  placed  at  public  auction,  sold  at 
public  auction  to  be  knocked  down  to 
the  lowest  bidder.  If  we  are  to  instal  here 
in  position  in  the  city  of  Boston  an  office-hold- 
ing class  who  are  to  continue  in  office  during 
good  behavior,  and  endeavor  to  make  their  sala- 
ries fictitious  salaries,  not  governed  by  the  law 
of  supply  and  demand,  and  advertise  to  pay 
much  more  than  the  market  price  for  the  services 
they  render,  I  say  we  are  derelict  in  our  duty, 
and  the  time  is  coming  when  the  taxpayers  of 
Boston  who  have  to  pay  these  bills  will  insist 
upon  it  that  we  shall  step  down,  and  others 
will  take  our  places. 

Mr.  Richards— I  am  very  sorry  to  disagree 
with  my  brother  from  Ward  10.  I  for  one  be- 
lieve that  the  best  way  to  economize  in  public 
office  is  to  get  the  best  men  for  the  place,  and 
that  if,  for  instance,  the  district  judges  were 
paid  higher  and  better  salaries,  we  would  get 
better  judges,  as  lawyers  better  equipped  than 
at  present  would  apply  for  the  place.  In  the 
same  way  I  believe  in  the  police,  if  we  pay  a 
somewhat  higher  salary  we  will  have  a  some- 
what higher  grade  of  men.  But  still,  holding 
that  position,  I  believe  we  ought  to  have  our 
record  clear,  and  that  we  should  have  this  mat- 
ter referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  so 
that  we  can  have- the  Police  Commissioners  on 
record  :i--  appro\  ing  of  these  salaries. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Ladd— On  that  I  believe  there  are  a  few 
minutes  allowed  for  debate. 

The  PRESIDENT— No  debate  is  in  order. 

Mr.  Ladd— Mr.  President. 

The  President— Excuse  me;  there  is  a  ten 
minutes' debate  allowed  on  the  previous  ques- 
tion—three minutes  to  each  member. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  only  rise  to  make  one  statement, 
and  1  will  not  OCCiipy  much  of  the  three  minutes 
that  is  allowed  mc.  1  do  not  generally  disagree 
with  my  friend  from  Ward  11,  hut  I  must  dis- 
agree with  him  on  the  implied  statement  of  fact 
which  I  understood  him  to  make,  that  we  have 
reason  to  find  fault  with  our  judiciary  at  the 
present  time  on  account  of  the  low  salaries  we 
pay,  and  therefore  our  inability  to  •  get  good 
men.  1,  as  a  lawyer  of  ten  years'  practice,  ami 
more,  at  the  Suffolk  bar,  must  say  that  I  hon- 
estly believe  we  have  a— 

Mr.  GOMEZ— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I  would 
like  to  know  if  the  previous  question  has  been 
pur.' 

The  Prksident— The  question  is  on  ordering 
the  main  question.  Mr.  Ladd  of  Ward  10  has 
the  floor. 

Mr.  Ladd— There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  sal- 
aries of  our  judges  are  too  low;  I  admit  it;  I 
wish  they  wore  higher.  They  ought  to  be  high- 
er; hul  in  spite  of  that,  fact  we  have  succeeded 
in  obtaining  upon  the  judicial  bench  of  Massa- 
chusetts judges  of  pure  and  unspotted  charac- 
ter. 

Mr.  Fowler— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
gentleman  is  not  sneaking  to  the  question  before 
the  house.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  Ladd— I  wish  to  say  that  l  did  not  apply 
my  remarks  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward 28, 
I  hough  I  believe  he  does  adorn  the  judiciarv. 

The  mam  question  was  ordered,  and  Mr. 
Whall  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  that  the 
order  might  take  its  second  reading  and  be  pilt 
upon  its  passage  at  this  time. 
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Mr.  Ladd— When  that  vote  is  taken,  I  desire 
it  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  roll-call  was  ordered  and  the  rule  was 
suspended  ;  yeas  44,  nays  10 : 

Yeas  —  Atwood,  Barry,  Bowman,  Burr,  Car- 
roll, Carstensen,  Chamberlain,  Cochran,  Con- 
nolly, Desmond,  Dolan,  Duggan,  Fisher,  Foss, 
Fottler,  Fowler,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher, 
Gomez.  Haggarty,  Harrington,  Hayes,  Keliher. 
Kelley,  Lauten,  McKenna,  McNary,  F.  R.  Mor- 
rison, J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Nunan, 
O'Mealey,  Perry,  E.  J.  Powers,  Reilly,  Shaw, 
J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevens, 
Tuttle,  Webster,  Wball,  Whitmore— 44. 

Nays— Blume,  Dewey,  Ladd,  Lattimore,  Light, 
F.  Morison,  Perkins,  Richards,  Snow,  E.  Sulli- 
van— 10. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Clark,  Coleman,  Coyle, 
Davern,  Dunn,  Frost,  Kennedy,  Leary.Mahoney, 
McEnaney,  J.  Murphy,  Norton,  C.  C.  Powers, 
Sanger,  Short.  Thayer,  Tracey,  Wilson— 18. 

The  ordinance  was  read  a  second  time  and 
passed  in  concurrence.  Mr,  Gomez  moved  to 
reconsider ;  lost. 

Later  in  the  session  Mr.  Light  stated  that  he 
had  voted  no  under  a  misapprehension,  suppos- 
ing that  the  question  was  on  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  and  that  he  intend- 
ed to  vote  yes. 

Pay  of  Police  Sergeants. 

42.  Report  of  Committee  on  Police  that  the 
ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised 
Ordinances  of  1885,  so  as  to  increase  the  salaries 
of  the  sergeants  of  the  police  to  $1400  each, 
ought  to  pass. 

Said  ordinance  was  passed  with  certain  cleri- 
cal corrections. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Mr.  Whall 
moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

Pay  of  Patrolmen. 

43.  Report  of  Committee  on  Police,  that  the 
ordinance  (approved  as  to  form  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances)  to  amend  Chapter  6  of  the 
Revised  Ordinances  of  1885,  in  regard  to  the  pay 
of  patrolmen  in  the  Police  Department,  ought 
to  pass, — the  pay  to  be  as  follows : 

First  year,  §1000;  second  year,  $1100;  more 
than  two  years,  $1200. 

Report  accepted  in  concurrence, 

Mr.  Fowler  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule 
that  the  order  might  be  put  upon  its  passage  at 
this  time. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  understand  very  well  that  we  can 
probably  only  get  10  votes  in  opposition  to  this 
matter.  I  only  want  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
gentlemen  of  the  Council  to  the  fact  that  the 
city  of  Boston  at  the  present  time  has  trouble  to 
meet  its  just  obligations,  and  the  time  is  ap- 
proaching when  the  financial  obligations  of  the 
city  will  be  something  enormous ;  and  it  seems 
to  me  that  we  are  acting  in  a  suicidal  manner  in 
constantly  increasing  the  salaries  of  the  city  em- 
ployees. The  moment  you  increase  the  salary 
of  one  man  that  is  a  reason  for  increasing  the 
salaries  of  others ;  and  it  keeps  going  around, 
first  to  one,  then  to  another,  and  so  on,  and 
where  will  we  end?  I  cannot  say.  It  seems  to 
me  that  it  must  be  true  that  somebody  else  must 
have  the  control  of  the' finances  of  the  city  of 
Boston  if  we  hope  to  preserve  any  confidence  on 
the  part  of  those  who  pay  the  money  to  meet 
these  expenses.  I  am  astonished  that  men  will 
rise  up  here  and  attempt,  as  it  seems  to  met  to 
curry  favor  with  anybody  or  any  official  by  any 
such  action.  I  for  one  am  not  one  of  those  who 
will  do  that.  I  believe  that  we  should  consider 
simply  the  interests  of  the  city  of  Boston  and 
justice  to  everybody  else.  Now  it  is  not  justice 
to  increase  these  salaries  the  way  we  have  been 
increasing  them,  and  the  way  in  which  we  have 
been  called  upon  to  increase  them.  We  take 
the  first  step,  and  when  we  have  taken  that 
it  is  much  easier  to  take  the  second  step,  and 
then  the  third ;  and  that  is  where  we  made  our 
mistake  in  commencing  to  increase  anyone's 
salary.  Now  the  attempt  will  be  made  to  in- 
crease some  one  else's  salary  and  some  one  else's, 
and  by  the  time  we  have  got  through  one  scale 
of  increase,  we  have  got  to  go  all  over  it  again  and 
increase  it  again,  and  where  will  we  end?  I 
don't  know,  except  in  bankruptcy. 

Mr.  Leaky — I  hope  the  rule  will  be  suspended, 
because  we  have  already  increased  the  salaries 
of  other  police  officers,  and  in  my  opinion  the 
most  deserving  men  in  the  department  are  the 


patrolmen.  They  do  the  work,  and  if  any  one 
should  receive  an  increase  they  should ;  if  we 
can  afford  to  increase  the  pay  of  those  people  who 
have  an  easy  time  and  draw  a  large  salary  al- 
ready, I  think  that  we  can  afford  to  increase  the 
pay  of  those  who  do  the  work.  For  this  reason 
I  will  vote  for  this  particular  ordinance. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  the  ordinance  was 
read  a  second  time  and  passed  in  concurrence. 
Mr.  Leary  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  SOUTH  BAY. 

Early  in  the  session  Mr.  Carroll  offered  an 
order — That  a  special  committee  of  five  mem- 
bers of  this  Council,  with  such  as  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  may  join,  be  appointed  to  consider 
and  report  upon  the  expediency  of  filling  all 
that  portion  of  the  South  bay  which  lies  south 
of  an  imaginary  line  extending  from  the  loca- 
tion of  the  Norway  iron  works,  in  Ward  15,  to 
that  of  the  old  Smallpox  Hospital,  in  Ward  20. 

Read  twice  and  specially  assigned,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Carroll,  to  9  o'clock  P.M. 

Later  in  the  session  the  order  was  called  up  by 
Mr.  Carroll. 

Mr.  Carroll— The  reason  I  bring  this  order  in 
at  the  present  time  is  to  bring  to  the  attention 
of  the  members  that  part  of  the  South  Bay  that 
has  been  complained  of  time  and  time  again  as 
a  nuisance.  Any  member  of  this  Council  who 
has  ever  traversed  Dorchester  avenue,  taking 
Boston  street  and  going  across  Smith  street,  and 
seeing  the  ground,  or  so-called  ground  marsh, 
and  the  flats  there,  will  see  the  necessity  for 
some  such  action.  As  the  land  stands  now  the 
ground  is  useless  and  valueless  for  any  purpose 
whatsoever.  It  is  assessed  for  about  2  cents  a 
foot,  and  it  can  never  be  built  up  while  it  re- 
mains in  its  present  condition,  as  no  one  will 
ever  care  about  buying  it.  It  has  been  in  the 
hands  of  corporations  and  families  for  years,  the 
greater  part  of  it.  The  South  Bay  corporation 
own  the  greater  part  of  it,  and  the  Cyrus  Alger 
heirs  also  own  a  large  portion  of  it.  Now. 
these  people  will  hold  on  to  it  in  the  future  as 
they  have  in  the  past,  and  it  must  be  filled  in. 
They  built  a  dam  there  two  years  ago  and  tried 
to  keep  the  tide  water  out,  so  that  the  estates 
would  not  be  overflowed,  hut  there  was  trouble 
about  it,  and  there  has  been  no  protection  since. 
The  houses  in  South  Boston  in  that  locality, 
after  being  freshly  painted,  turn  a  lead  color 
from  the  strong  stench  that  comes  from  that 
section.  Those  inhabitants  who  live  in  that  sec- 
tion of  the  city  have  complained  of  it  time  and 
time  again.  Now,  I  don't  care  whether  this  is 
referred  to  a  special  committee  or  to  one  of  the 
joint  standing  committees,  but  I  believe  that  it 
is  something  that  is  necessary  to  be  carried  out, 
and  the  suggestions  I  have  received  from  my 
ward  show  that  it  is  considered  necessary  by  the 
residents  of  that  district,  that  something  should 
be  done  immediately. 

Mr.  Gomez — As  far  as  that  locality  being  con- 
siderable of  a  nuisance  to  the  residents  around 
there  is  concerned,  I  will  agree  with  my  young 
friend  from  Ward  15.  It  became  my  duty  about 
six  or  eight  years  ago  to  give  that  locality  a 
thorough  investigation  for  reportorial  publica- 
tion. I  spent  some  time  on  the  job  and  learned 
considerable  concerning  the  locality,  and  I  am, 
therefore,  thoroughly  satisfied  that  the  place 
requires  some  attention  from  the  proper  author- 
ities. Who  they  may  be  I  am  not  in  a  position 
now  to  know,  not  having  looked  into  it;  but  I 
don't  think  it  is  necessary  to  appoint  a  special 
committee  for  this  one  thing.  There  are  several 
committees  here  that  might  take  this  matter  in 
hand  and  treat  it  fairly  and  apply  a  remedy.  I 
find  that  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  has  a 
gentleman  on  it  who  I  think  would  do  all  in  his 
power  to  remedy  the  evil — that  is  Alderman 
Carroll;  and  the  Committee  on  Harbor  might 
take  hold  of  that  matter  and  do  something  with 
it.  Upon  that  committee  is  a  gentleman  who 
lives  not  very  far  distant  from  the  locality  of 
Mr.  Leary  of  Ward  13.  Or  the  Committee  on 
Health  might  take  hold  of  this  matter.  There- 
fore, I  should  like  to  offer  an  amendment — That 
this  matter  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Health.  I  think  that  is  the  most  appropriate 
committee  to  which  that  matter  can  be  re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  Carroll— I  accept  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Whall— If  these  flats  are  owned  by  the 
State  I  do  not  see  how  we  can  very  well  fill 
them  in.  They  stand  hi  pretty  much  the  same 
state  that  the  Back  Bay  flats  did.     If  they  be- 
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long  to  private  individals,  if  we  pass  the  order 
we  may  throw  ourselves  open  to  some  gigantic 
scheme  like  the  Church-street  improvement  of 
some  20  years  ago,  which  will  involve,  perhaps, 
legislative  action,  and  then  taking  the  property 
by  right  of  eminent  domain  and  filling  it  up  to 
the  proper  grade,  and  then  selling  it  back  to  the 
original  owners.  I  think  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  13  to  refer  to  the  Committee 
on  Health  is  the  proper  motion  to  be  adopted, 
because  then  all  the  facts  can  be  looked  into, 
and  it  will  give  the  Council  time  to  open  its 
eyes  and  look  into  the  matter. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  the  refer- 
ence to  the  Committee  on  Health. 

Mr.  McNary— I  agree  in  the  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  Health,  but  at  the  same  time  I 
wish  to  substantiate  what  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  15.  my  associate  and  colleagiie,  has  said  in 
regard  to  the  matter.  The  flats  tliere  are  a  per- 
fect nuisance  to  the  inhabitants  of  Washington 
Village. and  to  the  surrounding  people  of  Roxbu- 
ry  too.  A  few  years  ago  the  Board  of  Health  had  a 
dam  built  across  it.which  for  the  time  being  pro- 
tected the  inhabitants.  It  was  owing  to  the  fact 
that  it  encroached  upon  a.  gentleman's  land  that 
he  came  down  on  them  for  large  damages,  and 
they  had  to  dispense  with  the  dam.  If  this  is 
not  passed  there  will  be  no  means  for  protecting 
the  people  of  that  locality  against  this  evil.  If 
some  such  means  as  this  is  provided  it  will  be  a 
good  thing.  I  know  that  that  is  a  nuisance,  and 
I  hope  that  the  matter  will  in  some  form  or  other 
come  before  the  Council  for  action  tonight. 

Mr.  Atwood- I  would  like  to  make  some  in- 
quiry to  find  out  whether  it  is  necessary  to  fill 
this  land  or  not.  I  think  that  the  matter  ought 
to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Health.  As 
I  understand  it,  there  is  no  expense  to  the  city 
of  Boston  in  looking  into  this  matter;  and  if  it 
is  found  that  this  land  belongs  to  private  indi- 
viduals and  is  a  nuisance  they  will  be  bound  to 
have  it  fixed,  and  the  expense  will  be  charged 
to  them,  and  not  to  the  city  of  Boston. 

Mr.  Carroll— 1  am  perfectly  willing  to  have 
this  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Health,  in- 
stead of  a  special  committee.  It  will  eventually 
have  to  be  filled  in,  and  when  once  filled  in  it 
will  add  to  the  taxable  value  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton 10  per  cent.  It  will  bring  into  the  taxable 
value  of  the  city  land  fitted  for  manufacturing 
and  mechanical  purposes.  It  is  near  the  heart 
of  the  city,  and  this  tilling  in  will  bring  indus- 
tries to  it  that  are  now  being  driven  elsewhere 
for  want  of  room.  Now,  if  the  gentlemen  of  the 
Council  will  examine  the  maps  of  South  Boston 
and  will  draw  an  imaginary  line  from  the  Small- 
pox Hospital  to  the  Is  or  way  Iron  Works,  or  will 
take  the  trouble  to  go  and  visit  the  section,  they 
will  then  see  what  is  to  be  gained  there  by  the 
improvement,  and  they  will  join  with  me  in 
everythingl  have  said  in  relation  to  the  subject. 
That  section  is  really  getting  to  be  the  heart  of 
the  city.  I  accept  the  amendment,  and  hope 
that  it  will  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Health. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  think  it  will  be  evident 
that  the  proper  motion  is  not  to  refer  to  the 
Committee  on  Health,  because  they  will  then 
have  before  them  simply  the  question  of  whether 
a  special  committee  should  be  appointed  or  not. 
The  proper  motion  would  be  to  strike  out  the 
words  in  relation  to  the  special  committee  and 
insert  the  words,  "Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Health,"  and  then  p;iss  the  order  and  send  it  to 
the  other  branch. 

Mr.  Carroll  accepted  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  both  amendments  were  adopted 
and  the  order  as  amended  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

COMMITTEE  RESIGNATIONS   AND  APPOINTMENTS, 

The  President  announced  that  he  had  re- 
ceived the  resignation  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Whitmore 
from  the  Committee  on  Contingent  Expenses 
and  the  Committee  on  New  Court  House.  The 
President  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancies  Mr. 
Edward  F.  Reilly  on  the  Committee  on  Contin- 
gent Expenses,  and  Mr.  Augustus  L.  Perry  on 
the  Committee  on  New  Court  House. 

CITY    SQUARE  ENCLOSURE. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  Council  pro- 
ceeded to  take  up  the  following: 

45.  Order  for  moving  the  fence  of  the  enclosure 
in  City  square  three  feet  nearer  the  centre,  and 
for  the  placing  of  seats  in  the  space  thus  ob- 
tained. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Reilly  the  order  was  referred 


to   the   Committee   on     Common    and    Public 
Grounds.  ■ 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Sanger  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Fire  Department: 

Report  on  the  order  (referred  Jan.  27,  18S7)  for 
the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  adding  another  permanent  man 
to  Hose  Company  No.  6,  East  Boston — Recom- 
mending reference  of  the  order  to  the  Board  of 
Fire  Commissioners. 

Accepted  and  referred  accordingly.    Sent  up. 

Report  on  the  order  (referred  Jan.  27,  1877)  to 
provide  for  the  removal  of  snow  and  ice  from 
hydrants — Recommending'  reference  of  the  order 
to  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners. 

Accepted  and  referred  accordingly.    Sent  up. 

TEMPORARY  FOOTBRIDGES. 

Mr.  Reilly  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Streets : 

Report  on  the  order  (referred  Jan.  27,  18S7)  in 
relation  to  a  proposed  footbridge  on  Harrison 
avenue— That  no  action  is  necesssary  on  the 
part  of  the  City  Council,  as  the  matter  has  al- 
ready received  the  attention  of  the  superinten- 
dent of  streets. 

Accepted.    Sent  up. 

Report  on  the  order  (referred  Jan.  27,  1SS7)  in 
relation  to  a  proposed  footbridge  on  Albany 
street — Recommending  reference  of  the  order  to 
the  superintendent  of  streets. 

Accepted  and  referred  accordingly.     >Sent  up. 

Report  on  the  order  (referred  Jan.  27,  1887)  in 
relation  to  widening  Battery  street — That  no  ac- 
tion is  necessary  by  the  City  Council,  as  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  have  the  matter 
already  under  consideration. 

Accepted.    Sent  up. 

RECORD   COMMISSIONERS'   REPORT. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order— That  the 
Record  Commissioners  be  authorized  to  con- 
tinue the  publication  of  the  records  of  the  town 
of  Boston  and  of  the  selectmen's  minutes,  as 
volumes  of  their  reports,  the  expenses  thereof 
to  be  charged  to  the  item  in  the  appropriation 
for  printing  for  such  purpose,  said  reports  to  be 
printed,  bound  and  distributed  in  accordance 
with  the  ordinance. 

Mr.  Whitmore- I  think  it  would  be  proper  to 
inform  the  Council  in  regard  to  the  documents. 
We  have  published  1G  volumes  and  the  17th  is 
nearly  done.  We  have  an  unexpended  balance 
still  in  the  present  financial  year,  and  we  shall 
ask,  of  course,  for  the  same  amount  as  hereto- 
fore to  continue  the  publication.  They  are  done 
m  the  cheapest  possible  manner,  and  they  seem 
to  give  good  satisfaction,  I  think,  to  the  citizens. 
Therefore,  I  move,  as  usual,  the  adoption  ot  the 
annual  order  covering  the  expenditure,  as  of 
course  we  expend  nothing  except  where  we 
have  the  money  voted  to  us  in  advance. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Mr.  Whitmore 
moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

CARRIAGES  TO  SOUTH  BOSTON. 

It  was  voted,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Leary,  that  the 
substitute  order  of  Mr.  Whall,  passed  early  in 
the  evening  in  regard  to  carriages  for  South 
Boston  members  be  rescinded,  and  Mr.  Leary 
presented  anew  the  original  order  offered  by 
him  earlv  in  the  evening. 

Mr.  Blume — I  move  that  the  Council  do  now 
adjourn. 

Mr.  Light— I  hope  the  gentleman  won't  press 
the  motion  to  adjourn  just  now. 

The  President— The  motion  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Blume— I  thought  that  there  was  no  fur- 
ther business,  so  I  made  that  motion.  If  there 
is  any  business  to  be  done  I  will  withdraw  the 
motion. 

The  President— Mr.  Leary  offers  the  original 
order, 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  should  like  to  know  what 
the  motion  was  that  was  passed.  The  motion  to 
rescind  would  affect  only  the  last  passage  of  the 
order.  The  question  would  now  be  on  the. pas- 
sage of  the  order.  That  is  as  far  as  we  progress 
back. 

The  Clerk— We  didn't  reconsider  it,  wo  re- 
scinded it. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  don't  understand,  sir,  that 
any  motion  can  go  further  back  than  the  last, 
step. 

The  Clerk— The  last  order  was  rescinded. 

The  President— r It  was  the  order  as  amended 
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by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11,  which  pro- 
vided carriages  for  this  meeting.  That  order 
was  passed,  and  the  gentleman  from  Ward  13 
moved  to  rescind  it.  He  now  offers  the  original 
order. 

The  question  was  on  the  second  reading  of  the 
original  order.  The  roll  was  suspended,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Leary,  that  the  order  might  take  its 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Ladd— Iinove  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Light— Mr.  President. 

The  President — The  gentleman  is  out  of 
order. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost.  Mr.  Rich- 
ards doubted  the  vote,  and  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  which  were  refused. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time,  and  the 
question  came  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Dewey— This  matter  was  tolerably  fully 
gone  over  in  the  early  part  of  the  evening. 
I  do  not  exactly  understand  the  animus  of  the 
present  proceeding.  I  would  move  to  amend  the 
order  so  that  it  read — That  the  members  from 
South  Boston  he  provided  with  carriages  at  the 
termination  of  this  meeting. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  decide  that 
that  motion,  already  having  been  rescinded, 
would  be  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  rise  for  information.  Was  not 
the  vote  that  was  rescinded  a  vote  to  provide 
the  members  with  carriages  at  this  time  and  to 
come  to  the  next  meeting?  The  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  21  applied  to  this  meet- 
ing and  not  to  the  next  meeting. 

The  President — Exactly. 

Mr.  Ladd— It  was  a  different  motion  from  the 
one  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21. 

The  President— It  is  practically  the  same  one 
—dividing  it. 

Mr.  Whall— Mr.  President. 

The  President— Mr.  Ladd  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  only  asked  for  the  ruling  of  the 
Chair.  If  that  is  the  ruling  of  the  Chair  I  shall 
submit  to  it,  but  I  do  not  think  it  is  a  proper 
ruling. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  the  previous  question.  The 
main  question  was  ordered,  and  the  question 
came  on  the  passage  of  the  order.  The  order 
was  declared  passed.  Mr.  Ladd  doubted  the 
vote  and  asked  for  a  verification  by  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  declared  ordered.  The  order 
was  passed ;  yeas  33,  nays  1G : 

Yeas — Atwood,  Carroll,  Chamberlain,  Cochran, 
Connolly,  Dolan.  Fisher,  Foss,  J.  Gallagher,  P. 
J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Haggerty,  Harrington, 
Hayes,  Kelley.  Lauten,  Leary,  McKeima.  Mc- 
Nary,  F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H. 
Murphy,  Nunan,  O'Mealey,  Perry,  E.  J.  Powers, 
Reilly,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg, 
Teevens,  Whall,  Whitmore— 33. 


Navs— Bluine,  Bowman,  Burr,  Dewey,  Fowler, 
Ladd",  Lattimore,  Light,  F.  Morison,  Perkins. 
Richards,  Sanger,  Shaw,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan, 
Webster— 16. 

Absent  or  not  voting  —  Barry,  Carstensen, 
Clark,  Coleman.  Coyle,  Davern,  Desmond,  Dug- 
gan,  Dunn,  Fottler,  Frost,  Keliher,  Kennedy, 
Mahoney,  McEnaney,  J.  Murphy,  Norton,  C.  C. 
Powers,  Short,  Thayer,  Tracey,  Tuttle,  Wilson— 
23. 

Mr.  Leary  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

salary  of  superintendent  of  lamps. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall  it  was  voted  to  take 
the  following  from  the  table : 

47.  An  ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  6  of  the 
Revised  Ordinances  of  1885,  so  as  to  make  the 
salary  of  the  superintendent  of  lamps  §4000. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Lamp  Depart 
inent.  on  motion  of  Mr.  AVhall. 

CARRIAGES  FOR   BRIGHTON  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  Carroll  offered  an  order— That  the  city 
messenger  provide  carriages  for  the  members  of 
the  city  government  residing  in  Brighton  dur- 
ing the  present  strike. 

Mr.  Carroll— The  reason  I  have  offered  this 
order  is  that  they  will  have  free  carriages  to 
South  Boston  during  the  present  labor  troubles 
for  the  members  from  that  locality,  and  there  is 
one  of  the  members  residing  in  Brighton  who 
should  have  the  same  privileges  as  the  South 
Boston  councilmen.  He  also  will  be  delayed 
and  put  out  with  regard  to  the  horse-car  strike, 
and  for  that  reason  I  am  in  favor  of  giving  him 
the  same  privilege  that  I  have  myself. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— I  am  very  much  obliged 
to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  15  for  the  order 
that  he  has  put  in,  but  as  I  have  an  engagement 
with  the  alderman  who  represents  the  district  I 
live  in,  he  will  undoubtedly  see  me  home  to- 
night, and  I  think  there  is  no  necessity  for  offer- 
ing the  order. 

Mr.  Leary — I  move  that  the  same  restrictions 
be  placed  upon  it  as  upon  the  South  Boston  or- 
der, that  it  be  in  force  while  members  are  at- 
tending to  their  official  duties. 

Mr.  Carroll  withdrew  the  order. 

STABLE  FOB  POLICE  DIVISION   13. 

Mr.  Fowler  «ffered  an  order— That  the  Board 
of  Police  Commissioners  be  requested  to  include 
in  their  annual  estimates  for  the  ensuing  finan- 
cial year  a  sufficient  sum  to  purchase  a  suitable 
lot  and  to  provide  for  the  erection  thereon  of  a 
stable  for  horses  of  Police  Division  No.  13. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Police. 

Adjourned,  at  10.20,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Blume. 
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CITY   OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Monday,  Feb.  14,  1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
4  o'clock,  P.  M.,  Aid.  Donovan,  chairman,  pre- 
siding, and  all  the  members  present. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Haynes  the  reading  of  the 
record  of  the  last  meeting  was  dispensed  with. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENTS. 

Communications  were  received  from  the 
mayor  giving  notice  of  the  following  appoint- 
ments, for  a  term  of  three  years  from  the  first 
Monday  in  April,  1887,  subject  to  the  approval 
and  confirmation  of  the  Board: 

Members  of  the  Board  of  Overseers  of  the 
Poor— Samuel  D.  Sawrn,  William  J.  Welch,  Isaac 
T.  Campbell,  Thomas  Downey,  Jr. 

Members  of  Board  of  Sinking  Fund  Commis- 
sioners—A. Davis  Weld,  Jr.,  Joseph  H.  Gray. 

Member  of  Board  of  Registrars  of  Voters— 
Linus  E.  Pearson. 

Also  appointment  of  John  F.  Newbegin,  to  be 
constable  for  duty  in  the  fire  marshal's  office. 

Severally  laid  over. 

HEARINGS  ON  ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

On  petition  of  William  H.  Frye,  for  leave  to 
project  a  bay  window  from  building  on  Dudley 
street,  northeast  corner  Brook  avenue. 

On  petition  of  Union  Club,  to  project  iron  bal- 
cony from  building  No.  8  Park  street. 

No  objection ;  severally  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Inspection  of  Buildings  (Aid). 

RAILROAD  PETITIONS. 

Petition  of  South  Boston  R.  R.  Company  for 
Additional  Locations. 

Aid.  Bromwich  presented  the  following : 
To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  City 
of  Boston. 

The  undersigned,  South  Boston  Railroad  Com- 
pany hereby  petition  your  honorable  body  for 
the  following  locations  of  railroad  tracks,  with 
the  right  to  enter  upon  and  use  the  same, 
namely : 

On  Ninth  street,  from  its  junction  with  Dor- 
chester street,  connecting  with  the  tracks  of  said 
South  Boston  Railroad  Company  now  laid  in 
said  street,  thence  over  said  Ninth  street  to  its 
junction  with  K  street,  thence  over  said  K 
street  to  its  junction  with  O  street,  thence  on 
said  0  street  to  its  junction  with  Sixth  street, 
connecting  with  tracks  of  said  South  Boston 
Railroad  Company  at  that  point. 

Also  for  tracks  and  right  to  use  the  same,  on 
Seventh  street,  from  K  street  to  O  street. 

Also  for  tracks  of  said  South  Boston  Railroad 
Company  upon  Fourth  street,  connecting  with 
tracks  now  laid  on  said  Fourth  street  at  C  street 
and  continuing  on  said  Fourth  street  to  K  street, 
connecting  with  tracks^  of  said  South  Boston 
Railroad  Company  on  said  Fourth  street  at  said 
K  street. 

Also  for  tracks  upon  First  street  connecting 
with  tracks  of  said  South  Boston  Railway  Com- 
pany and  with  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany, at  the  junction  of  said  First  street  with 
Dorchester  avenue,  thence  upon  said  First  street 
to  said  Dorchester  street,  thence  upon  Second 
street  to  P  street,  connecting  with  tracks  of  said 
South  Boston  Railroad  Company  on  said  P  street. 

Also  for  tracks  upon  said  Second  street,  con- 
necting with  tracks  of  said  South  Boston  Rail- 
road Company  and  said  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company  on  said  Dorchester  avenue,  at  its  junc- 
tion of  said  Second  street,  thence  upon  said 
Second  street  to  said  Dorchester  street,  crossing 
said  Dorchester  street,  thence  on  Emerson  street 
to  Third  street,  connecting  with  tracks  of  said 
South  Boston  Railroad  Company  at  that  point. 

Also  for  tracks  upon  said  Third  street,  from 
said  Dorchester  avenue,  connecting  with  tracks 
of  said  South  Boston  Railroad  Company  and  said 
Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  upon  said  Dor- 
chester avenue ;  thence  upon  said  Third  street 
to  said  Dorchester  street,  connecting  with  tracks 
of  said  South  Boston  Railroad  Company  at  said 
Dorchester  street. 


Also  for  tracks  connecting  with  the  tracks  of 
said  South  Boston  Railroad  Company  at  the 
junction  of  said  Second  street  and  L  street; 
thence  on  said  L  street  to  said  Third  street; 
thence  on  said  Third  street  to  said  Emerson 
street,  there  connecting  with  the  tracks  of  said 
South  Boston  Railroad  Company, 

South  Boston  Railroad  Company. 

By  Chas.  H.  Hersev,  President. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Railroads. 

Petition  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company 
for  Extension  of  Location. 

Aid.  Carroll  presented  the  following: 
To  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

The  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  respect- 
fully asks  for  authority  to  extend  the  location 
of  its  tracks  over  the  streets  hereinafter  desig- 
nated, and  for  the  right  to  enter  upon  and  use 
the  portions  of  the  tracks  of  the  South  Boston 
Railroad  Company,  which  said  new  tracks  will 
meet  hi  said  streets,  as  follows,  namely: 

First.  To  lay  tracks  in  West  Broadway  from 
Washington  street  to  the  tracks  of  the  South 
Boston  Railroad  Company  now  laid  therein,  and 
the  right  to  enter  upon  and  use  the  latter  tracks 
as  far  as  built,  and  to  extend  the  same,  if  neces- 
sary to  Dorchester  avenue. 

Second.  To  enter  upon  and  use  the  single 
track  of  the  South  Boston  Railroad  Company  in 
Dover  street  between  Tremont  street  and  Al- 
bany street  (your  petitioner  now  having  and 
owning  one  single  track  therein),  and  to  enter 
upon  and  use  the  double  tracks  of  said  South 
Boston  Railroad  Company  in  said  Dover  street 
and  in  West  Fourth  street  to  Dorchester  avenue. 

Third.  To  lav  tracks  from  your  petitioner's 
tracks  in  Congress  street  to  and  through  A  street 
to  West  second  street. 

Fourth.  To  lay  tracks  in  Dorchester  street, 
from  Dorchester  avehue  to  the  tracks  of  the 
South  Boston  Railroad  Company  in  said  Dor- 
chester street,  and  the  right  to  enter  upon  and 
use  all  the  tracks  of  said  South  Boston  Railroad 
Company  in  said  Dorchester  street. 

Fifth.  To  enter  upon,  use  and  alter  the  posi- 
tion of  the  single  track  of  the  South  Boston 
Railroad  Company  in  West  Fourth  street,  be- 
tween Dorchester  avenue  and  C  street,  and  to 
lay  an  additional  track  therein,  and  to  lay 
tracks  in  said  West  Fourth  street  across 
Dorchester  street,  and  in  East  Fourth  street 
from  C  street  to  K  street,  and  to  enter  upon 
and  use  and  alter  the  position  of  the  single  track 
of  the  South  Boston  Railroad  Company  in  K 
street,  between  East  Fourth  street  and  East 
Fifth  street,  and  to  lay  an  additional  track 
therein,  and  to  lay  tracks  in  East  Fifth  street, 
from  K  street  to  Q  street,  and  to  enter  upon  and 
use  and  alter  the  position  of  the  single  track  of 
said  South  Boston  Railroad  Company,  between 
East  Fourth  street  and  East  Fifth  street  in  Q 
street,  and  to  lay  an  additional  track  therein, 
and  to  lay  tracks  in  Q  street,  from  East  Fourth 
street  to  East  Second  street,  and  the  right  to 
there  connect  with,  enter  upon  and  use  and  alter 
the  position  of  the  single  track  of  the  said  South 
Boston  Railroad  Company,  between  Q  street  and 
P  street,  and  on  East  Second  street,  and  to  lay  an 
additional  track  therein, and  to  lay  tracks  in  East 
Second  street  from  P  street  to  L  street,  and  in  L 
street  to  East  Third  street,  and  in  the  latter 
street  to  Emerson  street,  there  to  connect  with 
the  tracks  of  the  South  Boston  Railroad  Com- 
pany, and  there  to  enter  upon  and  use  the  said 
tracks  of  the  South  Boston  Railroad  Company 
to  West  Third  street ;  and  to  lay  tracks  in  West 
Third  street  to  West  Second  street,  and  in  West 
Second  street  to  Dorchester  avenue. 

Sixth.  Also  co  put  in  all  suitable  curved  tracks, 
switches  and  connections,  that  may  be  required 
to  connect  the  existing  tracks  of  your  petitioner 
with  the  said  new  tracks,  and  the  said  tracks  of 
the  South  Boston  Railroad  Company  so  entered 
upon  and  used  as  aforesaid,  wherever  the  same 
intersect. 

Metropolitan  Railroad  Company, 

By  C.  A.  Richards,  President, 

Boston,  Feb.  14,  1887. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  desire  to  depart  from  the 
usual  custom  in  having  petitions  presented  here 
and  referred  to  committees  without  discussion, 
and  to  give  the  members  of  this  Board  the  rea- 
sons why  I  present  the  petition  that  has  been 
presented,  and  to  supplement  that  petition  with 
petitions  from  the  citizens  of  South  Boston, 
irrespective  of  party,  creed  or  color,  represent- 
ing 25,000  to  30,000  people.    We  add  now  what  we 
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have  never  had  the  pleasure  of  adding  before, 
the  statement  that  we  have  not  had  the  accom- 
modation that  we  should  have  had,  on  the  pre- 
sentation of  the  petition  from  the  South  Boston 
Railroad,  in  anticipation  of  the  popular  will 
which  presents  the  petition  here  today,  which  is 
a  blanket  petition,  and  which  would  never  have 
been  heard  of  had  it  not  been  fully  expressed  by 
the  popular  will,  expressed  here  by  the  pe- 
tition on  my  desk,  representing-  from  25,000 
to  30,000  people.  That  is  the  reason  you 
have  had  that  petition  presented.  And,  Mr. 
Chairman,  in  expressing  that  popular  will 
I  have  met  with  terrible  threats,  awful 
things  are  going  to  happen  to  me,  and  from  the 
officers  of  the  road  I  am  told  first  I  will  be  de 
feated  for  any  position  that  I  may  desire  to  be  a 
candidate  for.  And  then,  sir,  the  terrible  or- 
deal of  being  impeached  as  a  member  of  this 
Board.  Impeached  for  what?  Expressing  the 
popular  will;  and,  if  I  do  not  express  it,  the 
popular  will  and  feeling  will  take  care  of  me. 
This  is  a  matter  that  the  people  of  South  Boston 
are  very  sensitive  on.  This  is  a  matter  that  the 
people  of  South  Boston  do  not  intend  to  be  any 
longer  fooled  about.  They  know  their  wants 
and  are  going  to  demand  them.  We  have  seen 
within  the  last  week  sights  that  we  never 
expected,  and  the  people  have  lived  in  simple 
ignorance  of  the  position  they  were  placed  in 
until  something  occurred  which  has  called  their 
attention  to  it.  There  is  now  no  remedy  only  a 
competing  line  in  that  section  of  the  city.  I  am 
stating  this  to  the  Board,  and  I  want  them  hon- 
estly to  consider  what  I  am  saying,  so  that  when 
the  matter  comes  before  them  to  be  decided  on 
its  merits,  they  may  intelligently  acquaint 
themselves  of  the  facts.  And  if  the  South  Bos- 
ton railroad  can  get  25,000  people  in  South  Bos- 
ton who  will  sign  their  petition  I  will  vote  tor 
them.  That  is  what  I  will  do.  But  I  defy  them, 
and  I  know  it.  They  can't  get  the  people  tosign 
for  them,  and  they  will  find  it  out  when  they  at- 
tempt it.  The  streets  of  South  Boston  have 
been  given  to  this  company  as  a  monopoly,  and 
it  is  a  monopoly.  We  or  our  predecessors  have 
granted  them  locations,  with  the  distinct  under- 
standing that  they  would  serve  the  public. 
Gentlemen,  if  you  only  lived  there  for  the 
last  week  and  saw  the  manner  in  which 
the  public  have  been  served,  saw  the 
wants  which  have  been  made  more  ap- 
parent in  the  last  week  than  human  mind  could 
ever  think  of,  you  would  then  see  that  we  have 
been  suffering  innocently,  without  our  know- 
ledge of  it,  until  now  the  facts  are  presented  so 
strongly  before  us  that  there  is  not  a  man,  wo- 
man or  child  in  South  Boston,  except  a  few 
stockholders  in  the  South  Boston  railroad,  who 
can  escape  them.  In  this  petition  they  present 
to  you  their  grievances  and  ask  you  to  give  it 
that  consideration  which  it  deserves.  I  know 
the  responsibility  I  take  and  I  know  the  opinion 
here  which  I  represent,  and  I  say  here  that  that 
is  only  a  part  of  the  many  that  are  coming  to 
reflect  their  opinion  through  a  petition  and  ask 
you  to  give  them  the  relict'  which  they  desire, 
Again,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  people  of  South  Bos- 
ton have  suffered  through  this  parsimony,  this 
niggardly  economy,  bee  uise  of  the  clash  be- 
tween the  railroad  and  their  employees,  neither 
of  which  do  I  stand  here  to  defend.  I  speak 
for  the  public  irrespective  of  corporations  or 
the  men  they  employ.  I  want  that  distinctly 
understood.  I  speak  now  for  the  public 
good,  and  as  its  representative  place  here 
before  you  the  public  demand.  It  will  not  do 
for  the  company  to  come  in  at  the  eleventh 
hour  with  a  blanket  petition  because  they 
knew  what  was  here  ahead  of  them.  And 
if  they  think  it  sharp  practice,  while  I 
have  been  acquainted  with  the  fact  that 
such  a  petition  was  to  be  offered,  I  made  no 
attempt  to  present  the  one  I  have,  because 
I  have  got  here  what  the  alderman  cannot 
present  here,  that  is,  the  opinion  of  not  an  al- 
derman, not  a  corporation,  but  the  opinion  of 
the  people  of  South  Boston.  Behind  that  opin- 
ion I  stand,  and  I  hope  that  every  word  I  say 
here  will  be  considered  in  the  spirit  in  which  it 
is  said.  It  is  for  the  people  of  South  Boston  I 
speak,  not  lor  the  corporation  or  the  men  they 
employ,  hut  South  Boston.  Through  this  nig- 
gard economy  our  good  name  has  been  sent 
through  this  entire  city  as  a  place  of  ruffians,  a 
disorderly  element.  The  good  name  of  South 
Boston  has  been  traduced,  simply  through  what? 
Because  a  railroad  corporation  feels  disposed  to 


differ  with  its  men.  It  places  a  section  of  our 
city  today  under  martial  law,  virtually.  On  a 
car  there  are  four  policemen,  two  on  the  front, 
two  on  the  back  and  three  at  the  sides,  mounted, 
riding  through  the  streets,  and  on  to  the  people. 
For  what  is  it?  To  uphold  the  law?  No,  it  is  to 
let  a  railroad  company  make  its  boast  that  it  ran 
its  cars  from  7  o'clock  in  the  morning  until  4 
o'clock.  Is  that  serving  the  public?  Is  that 
what  the  public  expect?  And  for  what?  The 
expense  of  what  they  are  doing,  as  any  sagacious 
man  could  see,  would  more  than  pay  for  the  ex- 
tra trouble  that  the  men  have  asked  them.  If 
that  is  business  sagacity  God  help  the  corpora- 
tion that  is  governed  by  such  brains !  But  I  say 
to  the  railroad  company,  as  I  have  already  said 
at  home,  I  say  here  publicly,  their  threats  I  fear 
not  and  their  influence  I  care  not  for.  I  believe 
it  is  for  the  public  good,  I  believe  I  express  the 
public  sentiment,  and  if  it  is  necessary  I  can 
have  paper  after  paper  presented.  I  say  the 
South  Boston  railroad  cannot  present  a  petition 
here  honestly  signed,  and  if  there  is  a  name  on 
that  petition  that  was  not  honestly  put  there, 
then  I  hope  to  have  it  struck  from  it.  There  has 
been  no  attempt  to  have  fictitious  names  to  that 
petition.  It  is  an  honest  one,  gathered  by  repre- 
sentative men  of  South  Boston,  and  it  reflects 
the  honest  opinion  of  the  people  of  South  Bos- 
ton. It  is  unnecessary  to  say  any  more.  Mem- 
bers of  the  Board  of  last  year  will  bear  me  out 
in  this :  It  is  not  for  love  of  the  Metropolitan 
railroad  or  its  officers  that  I  present  this  peti- 
tion. I  have  been  a  strong  opponent  of  that 
road,  more  so  than  of  any  road  in  the  city  of 
Boston.  But  after  mature  reflection,  consider- 
ing the  matter  in  the  best  way  we  could,  when 
I  was  asked  by  the  people  what  relief  to  give,  I 
suggested  this ;  a  railroad  has  seen  fit  to  accept 
it,  and  I  am  cheerfully  in  their  fight.  And  I  say 
the  only  relief  the  people  of  South  Boston  can 
have  is  a  competing  line,  and  you  give  them  no 
redress  in  granting  further  locations  to  the  pres- 
ent company,  who  have  only  half  served  them 
when  they  had  no  opposition  from  those  they 
employ.  1  believe  I  have  stated  all  that  I  shall 
state  now.  But,  gentlemen  of  this  Board.  I 
do  not  want  you  to  take  my  word  for 
it.  I  have  said  to  you  now  what  I  want  you 
to  investigate,  look  into,  see  for  yourselves, 
and  if  it  does  not  reflect  the  opinion  of  the 
people  of  South  Boston,  vote  against  them  when 
they  come  here,  but  if  it  does  I  ask  you  to  give 
to  the  people  of  South  Boston  that  relief 
which  they  seek  and  which  is  represented 
here  in  their  request  with  the  names  of  over 
25,000  people  living  and  residing  in  South 
Boston.  And  these  petitions  are  entirely  signed 
by  the  peonle  who  live  and  reside  there,  with 
very  few  exceptions,  not  100  being  outside  of 
South  Boston.  We  can  present  here  a  petition 
of  50,000  people,  to  come  from  other,  sections  of 
the  city.  I  want  you  to  consider  our  position 
honestly.  We  are  virtually  a  little  city  in  our- 
selves. We  have  between  70,000  and  80,000  peo- 
ple. And  we  are  just  situated  where  one  road 
serves  us  as  a  public  conveyance.  If  the  Met- 
ropolitan road  should  be  tied  up  the  Highland 
can  serve  the  public.  If  the  Highland  should 
be  tied  up  the  Metropolitan  can  serve  the  pub- 
lic. If  the  Cambridge  road  should  be  tied  up 
the  steam  railroads  can  serve  the  public.  If  the 
Charlestown  road  should  he  tied  up  the  Lynn 
&  Revere  can  serve  the  public.  But  if  the 
South  Boston  is  tiod  up  shank's  mare,  is  the 
only  one  that  gives  us  relief.  Now,  when 
you  take  into  consideration  the  fact  that  the 
residences  of  75,000  people  are  there,  many  of 
them  women,  many  old  .men,  many  young 
men,  and  all  having  to  travel,  travel,  travel 
through  the  Streets  with  no  other  redress  than 
that  which  1  have  referred  to,  it  seems  tome! 
have  presented  a  strong  case,,  though  not  as 
eloquently  as  others  may  present  it,  hut  if  I  have 
not  presented  some  facts  it  is  something  that  I 
do  not  understand,  I  hope  it  will  receive  con- 
sideration and  that  you  will  enter  into  the 
merits  of  it.  Do  not  inquire  from  me  or  any- 
body else,  but  go  there  yourself  and  see  if  the 
situation  is  not  as  I  have  described  it,  and  if  it  is 
not  then  say  that  I  am  a  falsifier. 

Aid.  Bromwkh— I  don't  think  I  should  fulfil 
my  duty  as  an  alderman  of  the  district  where 
that  petition  has  come  from,  unless  I,  in  some 
manner,  though  very  feebly,  defended  some  of 
the  gentlemen  who  have  been  traduced  this 
afternoon.  They  are  not  able  to  defend  them- 
selves here,  and  I  think  it  is  the  duty  of  myself 
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to  defend  them,  and  I  know  the  alderman  who 
has  spoken  would  be  one  of  the  first  to  say  a 
word  for  those  who  are  not  permitted  and  not 
able  to  say  a  word  for  themselves.  The  alder- 
man has  spoken  very  much  on  the  large  petition 
that  has  been  presented  here  today,  which,  cer- 
tainly, is  a  very  large  one,  we  must  all  acknowl- 
edge, and  he  also  says  that  until  this  blanket 
petition  had  been  presented  this  afternoon  no 
remedy  and  no  action  would  have  been  taken  by 
the  South  Boston  Railroad  Corporation  to  further 
the  travel  of  the  South  Boston  people.  I  will  draw 
the  members  of  the  Board's  attention  to  a  petition 
with  a  request  for  .the  extension  of  the  tracks 
over  Broadway  extended  to  Washington  street, 
six  months  ago,  with  a  petition  signed  by  10,000 
of  the  South  Boston  people,  and  I  believe  nearly 
every  one  of  those  voters  of  the  peninsula.  It 
has  laid  there,  and  it  is  in  the  hands  of  the  gen- 
tleman who  has  last  addressed  you  at  the  pres- 
ent time.  I  think  that  that  alone  should  show 
you  that  the  corporation  to  some  extent  have 
endeavored  to  give  the  people  of  that  section  of 
the  city  an  outlet  to  the  city  of  Boston.  But  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  have  been  derelict  in  their 
duty  in  not  reporting  or,  if  reporting  it,  not  car- 
rying it  out,  backed  up  as  it  was  by  10,000  peti- 
tioners. 

Aid.  Capen— I  should  like  to  ask  the  alderman 
a  auestion.  Were  you  not  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Railroads  last  year? 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  was. 

Aid.  Capen— Did  you  not  have  that  petition  in 
your  charge? 

Aid.  Bromwich— Yes,  sir. 

Aid.  Capen— Did  you  ever  report  it  to  the 
Board? 

Aid.  Bromwich— Yes,  sir. 

Aid.  Capen— What  was  done  with  it? 

Aid.  Bromwich— It  was  sent  back  to  the  com- 
mittee again. 

Aid.  Capen— And  stayed  there. 

Aid.  Carroll— At  whose  request? 

The  Chairman— Does  Aid.  Bromwich  give 
way?  [Pause.]  Aid.  Carroll  will  please  come  to 
order. 

Aid.  Bromwich— At  my  own  request ;  will  the 
gentleman  ask  the  reasons? 

Aid.  Carroll— I  do  not  ask  that. 

Aid.  Bromwich— Do  ask  the  reasons. 

Aid.  Carroll— It's  none  of  my  business. 

Aid.  Allen— I  would  ask  for  the  reasons. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  will  give  the  reasons.  The 
reasons  were  that  the  gentleman  who  asked  the 
question  first  of  all,  in  committee  of  the  three  of 
us,  moved  that  it  be  granted,  and  the  gentleman 
whose  seat  1  stand  in  now  [Aid.  Hart]  put  in  a 
minority  report.  But  when  the  gentleman  that 
stood  where  I  stand  now  changed  to  the  majori- 
tyreport,  the  gentleman  on  my  right  changed  to 
the  minority. 

Aid.  Capen— I  beg  the  gentleman's  pardon. 
There  never  was  any  report  here. 

Aid.  Bromwich— In  committee  I  am  talking 
about.  Therefore,  knowing  that  it  would  not 
carry  in  the  Board,  I  thought  it  best  to  be  left  to 
the  present  Railroad  Committee,  composed  of 
very  nice  men,  and  men  that  I  know  will  do 
their  duty. 

Aid.  Carroll— Will  the  gentleman- 
Aid.  Bromwich— I  did'  not  interfere  with  the 
gentleman  while  he  was  speaking,  and  he  spoke 
very  long  and  very  strong,  and  very  lively,  and 
I  hope  there  will  be  no  objections  to  my  finish- 
ing. I  want  to  draw  the  Board's  attention  to 
the  position  that  you  would  place  the  petition- 
ers in  did  you  grant  the  blanket  petition  of  the 
gentleman  opposite,  as  well  as  the  blanket  peti- 
tion which  I  present.  The  South  Boston  Cor- 
poration is  not  composed  of  stockholders  who  are 
rich  men.  We  have  scores  and  scores  of  orphans 
and  widows  that  hold  the  stock  in  that  corpor- 
ation. Would  you,  gentlemen,  atone  foul  sweep, 
without  any  thought,  take  and  cut  off  their 
living  by  granting  a  blanket  petition  or  a  peti- 
tion for  a  railroad  to  run  right  over  the  tracks 
of  that  road  without  giving  them  a  fair  hearing? 
Would  you  do  it?  If  the  Metropolitan  railroad, 
when  the  hearing  comes,  or  the  petitioners  can 
show  that  they  have  a  right  to  take  the 
franchise  away  from  a  corporation  that 
started  with  the  building  6f  the  place,  I 
have  nothing  to  say.  It  is  to  the  immortal 
seven;  it  is  their  doings.  But  I  think  that 
they  will  think  before  they  act  in  this  case.  I 
will  say  here,  I  never  held  a  pennyworth  of 
stock  in  the  company.  I  am  not  beholden  to 
the  company  for  a  single  favor  under  the  canopy 


of  heaven.  There  is  the  president  [indicating 
President  Hersey],  and  he  can't  deny  it.  But  the 
company  have  always,  when  in  their  power, 
given  me  labor  for  the  men  that  I  pre- 
sented to  them.  I  have  social  friends  in 
that  company,  and  I  have  good  friends  in 
the  men  that  are  on  strike,  and  never 
till  today  at  12  o'clock  did  I  speak  to  one  of 
the  directors  or  stockholders  of  that  com- 
pany since  this  struggle  commenced.  At  the 
last  moment  before  I  came  to  this  Board,  I  went 
and  pleaded  with  the  directors  of  that  company 
to  give  the  men  what  they  wanted  before  I 
would  stand  up  here  to  say  what  I  have  got  to 
say.  Now  the  men  who  will  back  and  agitate 
this  strike  on  the  platform,  making  it  worse 
than  it  is  instead  of  using  their  good  graces  and 
their  kind  actions  to  quietly  prevail  upon  each 
party  to  be  reconciled,  I  say  the  man  that  will 
make  the  fire  brand  worse  than  it  is  at  the  pres- 
ent time,  is  an  enemy  to  good  government.  At 
the  present  time  a  little  thing  in  South  Boston, 
you  know,  would  start  an  element  where  the  in- 
nocent would  suffer  and  the  men  who  first 
started  it  would  laugh  in  their  sleeves  and  be 
safe  away.  It  is  not  the  strikers  today  that  are 
doing  the  mischief.  They  are  doing  nothing. 
They  are  minding  their  own  business.  But  it  is 
those  that  have  not  the  interest  of  good  govern- 
ment at  heart  as  they  ought  to  have.  I  am  run- 
ning away  from  where  I  ought  to  be  on  this  pe- 
tition, but  I  could  not  help  saying  a  few  words 
in  the  defence  of  those  who  are  not  able  to  de- 
fend themselves.  It  will  come  up  in  proper 
time.  I  shall  try  to  get  some  facts  and  statistics 
of  what  has  been  done  lately  by  the  petitioners 
presented  by  the  railroad  and  shall  have  some- 
thing more  connected,  I  have,  to  say  on  the  sub- 
ject than  at  the  present  time. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  supposed,  and  suppose  the 
members  of  the  Board  tin  night,  when  my  friend 
opposite  got  up  to  defend  those  who  are  absent 
— a  position  I  always  like  to  take  myself  in  jus- 
tice to  the  absent— that  we  were  going  to  hear 
sometlring  startling.  He  has  had  his  little  say, 
and  if  he  has  said  anything  in  defence  of  them 
then  I  would  like  to  know  what  he  has  said.  I 
again  repeat  that  the  officers  of  that  road,  by 
their  own  language— and  if  it  is  necessary  I  can 
name  the  men  —  have  made  the  statements 
which  I  assert  they  have  made.  The  gentleman 
has  defended  thein.  I  hope  the  Board  are  about 
satisfied  with  his  able  defence.  In  reference  to 
the  matter  in  which  he  was  so  much  interested 
last  year,  he  knows  himself  that  I  was  as 
eager  for  that  as  he  was,  that  I  advised  with 
him,  and  when  I  thought  there  was  any 
benefit  to  be  given  by  advice,  I  cheer- 
fully gave  that  advice.  He  will  not  say  that 
I  was  not  cheerfully  in  favor  of  that  move- 
ment. Who  and  what  defended  the  poor  from 
their  defaulting  cashier,  and  then  looked  out 
for  the  poor  widows,  the  poor  orphans,  and 
looked  after  and  protected  their  interests?  And 
how  well  they  were  protected!  While  I  admit 
there  are  a  number  of  poor  people  in  the  stock- 
holders of  that  road,  there  are  also  a  number  of 
other  railroad  stockholders,  too.  But  it  seems  to 
me  the  best  way  to  protecl  them  is  to  keep  the 
railroad  in  that  condition  that  its  cars  are  run- 
ning, and  not  stabled  and  a  tax  placed  upon 
them  when  they  expected  to  get  dividends,  and 
in  all  probability  they  will  not.  Another  matter 
which  the  gentleman  has  referred  to — and  I 
think  after  quietly  thinking  the  matter  over  he 
will  be  man  enough  to  regret  saying  what  he 
said,  at  least  the  impression  that  it  might  con- 
vey. He  speaks  of  seven  men.  I  suppose  he  means 
the  seven  men  who  have  acted  together  asDemo- 
crats.  I  hope  those  seven  men  will  act  together 
all  the  year  on  every  measure  that  comes  up 
here  as  a  party  measure.  But  the  gentleman 
should  bear  this  much  in  mind,  that  this  rail- 
road matter  is  not  a  party  measure,  and  every 
man  of  that  seven— and  I  know  some  that  in  all 
probability  won't  agree  with  me  or  vote  for  the 
measure  that  I  ask— has  his  own  full  will,  and 
they  are  not  asked,  by  any  method  or  manner  of 
means  other  than  that  which  God  gave  them  to 
vote  other  than  as  they  see  fit.  But  I  hope  that  in- 
sinuating remark  about  the  seven  will  be  taken 
in  the  spirit  in  which  it  ought  to  be  taken,  that  it 
means  and  only  means  seven  men  for  Democratic 
measures.  I  hope  it  will  ever  remain  true  and 
never  be  broken.  As  far  as  the  fire  brand  is  con- 
cerned, the  man  who  has  an  opinion  and  does  not 
advocate  that  opinion,  either  publicly  or  private- 
ly, should  not  have  that  intelligence  which  allows 
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a  man  to  hold  or  form  an  opinion.  And  if  the 
gentleman  refers  to  my  position  on  the  plat- 
form, I  want  him  to  understand  that  I  reflected 
the  opinion  of  the  people  of  the  ward  in  which 
I  live,  and  if  there  is  any  doubt  about  it 
or  if  the  gentleman  has  any  doubt  about  it  all 
he  has  to  do  is  to  put  his  ear  to  the  ground  and 
the  doubt  will  soon  be  removed.  [Laughter.]  I 
am  not  responsible  to  him  for  my  opinion ;  lam 
not  responsible  to  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
South  Boston  railroad  for  my  opinion ;  I  am  re- 
sponsible to  God  and  the  people  who  elected  me. 
And  the  statement  I  want  to  assert  here,  and  to 
reassert  publicly  and  privately,  is  simply  this : 
Because  I  happen  to  represent  a  part  of  South 
Boston  I  am  not  elected  to  vote  any  way  and 
whatever  way  and  as  often  as  the  South  Boston 
Railroad  Company  desires  my  vote.  They  had 
nothing  to  do  with  my  election.  They  did  not 
promote  it.  I  won't  say  they  tried  to  retard  it. 
But  I  want  it  distinctly  understood  that  while  I 
am  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  I  will 
be  one  man  who  does  not  think,  because  the 
South  Boston  railroad  asks  something  that  the 
people  of  South  Boston  desire  it,  because  I  am 
satisfied  that  is  not  a  fact. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Railroads. 

Petition  of  the  Stockholders  of  the  South  Bosto>i 
Railroad  Company. 

Aid.  Haynes  presented  the  following: 

Boston,  Feb.  14.  1887. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the 

City  of  Boston. 

Respectfully  represents  certain  stockholders 
of  the  South  Boston  railroad  that  they  are  in- 
formed and  believe  that  the  Metropolitan  Rail- 
road Company  intend  to  petition,  or  have  peti- 
tioned, for  the  right  to  run  their  cars  over  the 
tracks  of  the  said  South  Boston  railroad  in  South 
Boston. 

They  most  respectfully  request  that  before 
your  Board  take  action  upon  said  petition,  they 
will  make  a  thorough  investigation  as  to  the 
methods  by  which  petitions  in  aid  of  said  Metro- 
politan railroad  have  been  obtained. 

Said  stockholders  further  represent  that  it  is 
currently  reported  that  in  and  about  the  City 
Hall  petitions  have  beep  furnished  either  by 
members  of  the  city  government  or  their  imme- 
diate friends  for  circulation,  and  that  parties 
have  been  promised  and  given  compensation  at 
the  rate  of  $5  per  clay  to  circulate  said  petitions, 
that  many  of  the  names  are  fraudulent,  and 
that  a  large  sum  of  money  has  been  expended 
for  a  certain  purpose;  that  it  is  reported  there 
is  now  in  the  hands  of  individuals  a  sum  of 
money,  to  be  used,  as  is  believed,  to  aid  in  the 
granting  of  said  petition,  and  that  it  is  reported 
that  at  the  meeting  of  your  Board  this  after- 
noon the  petition  of  said  Metropolitan  railroad 
will  be  immediately  acted  upon  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Street  Railways,  and  report  made  to  your 
Board  at  this  session  without  any  consideration 
or  deliberation  ordering  a  hearing  on  the  pe- 
tition in  the  shortest  possible  time  allowed 
by  law.  As  stockholders  of  said  road, 
whatever  may  be  the  merits  of  the 
controversy  between  the  directors  and  their 
employees  we  believe  that  said  controversy 
should  be  amicably  adjusted  by  said  directors 
and  employees  without  interference  on  the  part 
of  said  Board ;  that  as  stockholders,  we  believe 
that  this  is  a  gross  outrage  upon  our  vested 
rights,  and  a  brutal  attempt  on  the  part  of  said 
Metropolitan  railroad  to  rob  us  of  our  property 
for  which  we  have  paid  the  results  of  our  earn- 
ings. 

We  further  represent  it  is  improper  to  have 
an  order  of  notice  issued  on  said  petition,  be- 
cause such  notice  must  necessarily  be  an  inter- 
ference in  the  controversy  between  the  directors 
and  their  employees,  and  because  said  petition- 
ers have  had  many  years  in  which  to  rile  such 
petition,  and  a  delay  of  a  short  time  until  this 
controversy  is  settled,  cannot  be  material  to  the 
interest  of  the  said  Metropolitan  Company  or  to 
the  public,  and  in  view  of  the  recent  scandal  in 
granting  the  charter  to  the  Broadway  railroad 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  the  results  thereof, 
we  ask  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  pause  and  in- 
vestigate before  issuing  an  order  of  notice  on 
said  petition. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Thomas  J.  Gargan, 
Counsel  for  certain  stockholders  of  the  South 
Boston  railroad 


The  Chairman— What  disposition  do  the 
Board  desire  to  make  of  this  petition? 

Aid.  Carroll— I  hope  that  petition  will  be  ac- 
cepted, and  that  a  special  committee  of  three, 
consisting  of  the  alderman  who  offered  it  and 
the  two  strongest  gentlemen  in  this  chamber, 
be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  facts.  I  hope 
when  the  chairman  appoints  the  committee  he 
will  have  no  political  friend  of  mine  on  it.  By 
that  I  mean  I  hope  that  three  gentlemen  of  the 
party  that  I  am  opposed  to  will  be  placed  on  the 
committee  to  investigate. 

The  motion  that  the  petition  be  referred  to  a 
special  committee  of  three  members  was  car- 
ried, and  the  chairman  appointed  Aid.  Haynes, 
Allen  and  Sullivan  said  committee. 

Petition  of  Residents  of  South  Boston. 

Aid.  Carroll  presented  petitions  represent- 
ing 25.000  residents  of  South  Boston  in  aid  of  the 
petition  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company 
for  extension  of  location. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Railroads. 

petitions   referred. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims— Catherine  J.  Mc- 
Gann,  for  compensation  for  injuries  arising  from 
fall  on  the  ice  on  Broadway  extension. 

Martin  F.  Lennon,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  falling  on  Washington  street 
sidewalk. 

Home  Savings  Bank,  for  compensation  for 
their  land  taken  for  sewer  purposes  in  Dor- 
chester. 

P.  F.  Devney,  to  be  compensated  for  injury  to 
his  cab  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Cabot 
street,  Roxbury,  Feb.  1, 188G. 

George  H.  Elmes,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  his  carriage  received  on  Rutherford  avenue, 
Charlestown. 

Caroline  M.  Stevens,  to  be  compensated  for 
personal  injuries  received  by  an  alleged  defect 
in  Washington  street,  Jan.  13, 1887. 

To  the  Committee  on  Electric  Wires— Brush 
Electric  Lighting  Company  of  Boston,  to  change 
the  location  of  a  pole  in  Merrimac  street  to  op- 
posite No.  172  on  said  street. 

Fire  Commissioners,  for  leave  to  erect  a  fire 
alarm  telegraph  poles  at  junction  of  Columbia 
and  Richfield  streets,  Dorchester. 

Fire  Commissioners,  for  leave  to  erect  a  fire 
alarm  telegraph  poles  on  Lake  street,  Brigh- 
ton. 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Common,  etc.— John 
Keogh.  for  the  removal  of  a  tree  in  front  of  his 
estate,  No.  15  Marcella  street,  corner  of  Thorn- 
ton street,  Roxbury. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses— Emerton  & 
Robinson,  to  run  two  passenger  barges  between 
Haymarket  square  and  the  harbor  boats,  via 
Washington,  Devonshire,  State  and  Broad 
streets  and  Atlantic  avenue,  the  rate  of  fare  not 
to  exceed  10  cents  per  passenger  each  way. 

Harthorne  &  Co.,  to  exhibit  live  animals  at  32 
Causeway  street  during  the  season  of  1887. 

John  C.  Short,  for  leave  to  run  a  line  of  barges 
from  South  Boston  to  the  city  proper. 

A.  Papineau,  for  leave  to  run  a  line  of  barges 
from  South  Boston  to  the  city  proper. 

John  F.  Hughes,  for  leave  to  run  barges  from 
South  Boston  to  the  city  proper. 

To  the  Committee  on  J'arinfi  (Aid.)— John 
Gormley,  to  water  streets. 

Harriet  Walker,  for  brick  sidewalks,  No.  331 
Walnut  avenue,  Roxbury. 

A.  Knowlton,  for  edgestone  and  brick  side- 
walk, southeast  corner  of  West  Chester  park 
and  St.  Botolph  street. 

Albion  Knowlton,  for  edgestone  and  brick 
sidewalk,  Nos.  207  and  200  West  Chester  park. 

John  Gormley,  for  license  to  water  certain 
streets  in  the  city  proper. 

Patrick  Hart,  agent,  for  license  to  water  cer- 
tain streets  in  the  Dorchester  District. 

Henry  J.  Godfrey,  for  a  plank  walk  on  the 
westerly  side  of  Clayton  street,  between  Park 
and  Dickens  street,  Dorchester. 

Leonard  Dav,  for  edgestone  and  brick  side- 
walk at  G14-G1G  Third  street. 

Boston  Heating  Company,  for  leave  to  lay 
pipes  in  the  streets  north  of  Kneeland,  Eliot. 
Providence  and  Arlington  stroets,  and  asking 
leave  to  withraw  their  previous  petition. 

C.  A.  Hewins  and  others,  that  Lagrange  street, 
Ward  23,  he  graded  and  put  in  order. 

To  the  Committee  on.  Sewers  (Aid.)— B.  B.  and 
R.  S.  Wright,  for  a  sewer  in  Syracuse  street,  be- 
tween Ashland  and  Hawthorne  streets. 
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William  H.  Redhouse  and  others,  for  a  sewer 
in  Eastburn  street.  Ward  25. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines,  etc.— P. 
H.  Kerrigan,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam,  boiler  of 
10-horse  power  for  heating  purposes  at  Brook- 
ford  street,  corner  Blue-hill  avenue,  Ward  20. 

W.  Gleason,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler  of 
rive-horse  power  for  heating  purposes  at  24  Bow- 
doin  street,  Ward  10. 

Stephen  B.  Simmons.to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
boiler  of  15-horse  power  for  heating  purposes  at 

13  Otis  street,  Ward  10. 

Suffolk  Savings  Bank.to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
boiler  of  25-horse  power  for  heating  purposes  at 
45-47  Tremont  street.  Ward  10. 

Albambra  Coffee  Company,  to  locate  and  use 
two  steam  boilers  of  six  and  eight-horse  power 
for  heating  purposes  at  13  Green  street.  Ward  10. 

George  A.  Kendall,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
boiler  of  10-horse  power  for  heating  purposes  at 

14  Friend  street. 

A.  J.  Wilkinson  &  Co.,  to  locate  and  use  a 
steam  boiler  of  20-horse  power  for  heating  pur- 
poses at  23-25  Devonshire  street. 

Bagnall  &  Loud,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
boiler  of  15-horse  power  for  heating  purposes  at 
162  Commercial  street. 

Jefferson  Sawyer,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
boiler  of  five-horse  power  for  heating  purposes  at 
16  Tremont  street,  Ward  3. 

M.  T.  Clarke,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler 
of  25-horse  power  for  heating  purposes  at  577 
Washington  street. 

George  F.  Blake  Manufacturing  Co.,  to  locate 
and  use  a  steam  boiler  of  30-horse  power  for 
heating  purposes  at  111-113  Federal  street. 

R.  F.  Keough,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler 
of  eight-horse  power  for  heating  purposes  at 
Saratoga  street,  near  Brooks  street,  East  Boston. 

Eliza  Otto,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler  of 
12-horse  power  for  heating  purposes  at  57  Green 
street,  Ward  7. 

Young  &  Walton,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
boiler  of  20-horse  power  for  heating  purposes  at 
372  Atlantic  avenue. 

H.  N.  Allen,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
boiler  of  three-horse  power  for  heating  pur- 
poses at  Sanborn  avenue,  near  Harvard  street, 
Ward  24. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps — Local  Improve- 
ment Company  of  Roslindale,  to  have  light 
placed  on  certain  streets  in  Ward  23. 

Edward  V.  Boursand  and  others,  for  an  elec- 
tric light  on  James  and  Concord  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets— Glendon  Com- 
pany, that  Falcon  street,  between  Glendon  and 
Putnam  streets,  be  laid  out  and  accepted. 

To  the  Committee  on  Underground  Wires — 
American  Bell  Telephone  Company,  for  leave  to 
sell  to  the  New  England  Telegraph  &  Telephone 
Company  its  conduits  in  Pearl  and  Franklin 
streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts— -Daniel 
W.  Bullard.  clerk  in  office  of  Clerk  of  Supe- 
rior Civil  Court,  for  an  increase  of  salary. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands — Willard 
&  Marion,  associates,  for  a  lease  of  the  old 
Schoolhouse  on  Wall  street  for  a  club  room, 

To  the  Committee  on  Railroads— Remonstrance 
of  John  Gilbert,  Jr.,  &  Co.  and  30  others  against 
the  location  of  track  on  Howard  street. 

J.  H.  Clayton  and  others,  owners  and  occu- 
pants of  property  on  Harrison  avenue  and  vicin- 
ity, in  the  city  of  Boston,  representing  to  the 
Board  that  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company 
have  not  run  any  cars  on  their  tracks  on  the 
said  avenue  for  several  months,  much  to  the 
inconvenience  of  the  said  petitioners  and 
others,  and  also  to  the  business  interests  of  that 
portion  of  the  city,  soliciting  the  honorable 
Board  of  Aldermen  to  take  some  action  whereby 
the  said  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  shall 
be  required  to  give  the  said  petitioners  and 
others  the  much-needed  horse-car  accommoda- 
tion on  said  avenue,  and  not  grant  any  further 
location  of  tracks  to  said  company  until  they 
run  cars  in  said  avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  (Aid.)— Hugh 
Ringer,  to  occupy  a  new  wooden  building  for 
one  norse  on  rear  17  Redesdale  street,  Allston, 
Ward  25. 

Augustus  Myers,  to  occupy  a '  new  wooden 
building  for  two  horses  on  Washington  street, 
corner  Corinth  street,  Roslindale,  Ward  23. 

Bay-  Window  Petitions. 
On  the  following  petitions  to  project  bay  win- 
dows from  buildings,  viz. : 


G.  A.  &  S.  W.  Brackett,  at  junction  of  Rox- 
bury  and  Linden  Park  streets. 

Augustus  Hyers.  Washington  street,  Roslin- 
dale. 

Orders  of  notice  were  passed  for  hearings 
thereon  on  Monday,  March  7,  and  Monday,  FeD. 
28,  respectively,  at  4  o'clock  P.M. 

Steam-Engine  Petitions. 

On  petitions  for  license  to  erect  and  use  sta- 
tionary steam  engines,  as  follows,  viz. : 

R.  T.  Parker,  trustee,  50-horse  power,  206  and 
228  Franklin  street,  Ward  12. 

Atlantic  Stone  Company,  5-horse  power,  474  to 
478  Atlantic  avenue. 

James  S.  Stone,  45-horse  power,  Purchase,  cor- 
ner Pearl  street, 

Atlantic  Stone  Company,  5-horse  power,  474 
Atlantic  avenue. 

Burke  Bros.,  6-horse  power,  27  Hancock  street. 
Ward  20,  Dorchester. 

Charles  F.  Shourds  &  Co.,  2-horse  power,  58 
Elm  street,  Charlestown. 

H.  M.  Plimpton  &  Co.,  10-horse  power,  146  to 
150  Pearl  street,  Ward  12. 

Lsaac  O.  Fleet,  8-horse  power,  rear  of  121  Sum- 
ner street,  East  Boston. 

William  Rateliffe,  eight-horse  power.  Hunt- 
ington avenue,  corner  Ward  street,  Ward  22. 

J.  F.  Faxon,  80-horse  power,  10  Utica  street, 
Ward  12. 

Orders  of  notice  were  passed  for  hearings 
thereon  on  Monday,  March  7,  at  4  o'clock  P.M. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE   COMMON   COUNCIL. 

Eleventh  Annual  Report  of  the  Boston  Water 
Board.    (City  Doc.  No.  27.)    Placed  on  file. 
Notice  from  the  Common  Council  of  the  ap- 

§  ointment  of  Mr.  Augustus  L.  Perry  on  the 
pecial  Committee  on  New  Court  House,  in 
place  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Whitmore,  who  resigned 
from  said  committee.    Placed  on  file. 

Ordered,  That  the  Record  Commissioners  be 
authorized  to  continue  the  publication  of  the 
records  of  the  town  of  Boston  and  of  the  select- 
men's minutes,  as  volumes  of  their  reports,  the 
expense  thereof  to  be  charged  to  the  item  in  the 
appropriation  fur  printing  for  such  purposes; 
said  reports  to  be  printed,  bound  and  distributed 
in  the  usual  manner.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Health  con- 
sider and  report  upon  the  expediency  of  filling 
all  that  portion  of  the  South  Bay  which  lies 
south  of  an  imaginary  line  extending  from  the 
location  of  the  Norway  Iron  Works,  in  Ward  15, 
to  that  of  the  old  small-pox  hospital,  in  Ward  20. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  cause  the  bells  of  this  city  to  be  rung 
at  morning,  noon,  and  sunset,  on  Evacuation 
day,  March  17;  the  expense  attending  the  same 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  inciden- 
tals.   Passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Streets,  to  whom  was  referred,  by  the  Common 
Council,  the  order  in  relation  to  a  proposed  foot- 
bridge at  Albany  street,  recommending  refer- 
ence of  the  order  to  the  superintendent  of 
streets.  Report  accepted  in  concurrence  and 
said  reference  ordered. 

Report  of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Streets,  to  whom  was  referred,  by  the  Common 
Council,  the  order  in  relation  to  widening  Bat- 
tery street,  "no  action  necessary  on  the  part  of 
the  City  Council,  as  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners have  the  matter  already  under  con- 
sideration." Report  accepted  in  concurrence 
and  said  reference  ordered. 

Report  of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Streets,  to  whom  was  referred,  oy  the  Common 
Council,  the  order  in  relation  to  a  proposed  foot- 
bridge on  Harrison  avenue,  "no  action  necessary 
on  the  part  of  the  City  Council,  as  the  matter 
has  already  received  the  attention  of  the  super- 
intendent of  streets."  Accepted  in  concurrence, 
and  said  reference  ordered. 

Report  of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Fire  Department,  to  whom  was  referred,  by  the 
Common  Council,  the  order  to  provide  for  the 
removal  of  snow  and  ice  from  hydrants,  recom- 
mending reference  of  the  order  to  the  Board  of 
Fire  Commissioners.  Accepted  in  concurrence 
and  said  reference  ordered. 

Report  of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Fire  Department,  to  whom  was  referred,  by  the 
Common  Council,  the  order  for  the  Fire  Com- 
missioners to  consider  the  expediency  of  adding 
another  permanent  man  to  Hose  Company  No. 
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6,  East  Boston,  recommending  reference  of  the 
order  to  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners.  Ac- 
cepted in  concurrence  and  said  reference  or- 
dered. 

CONFIRMATION    OF  EXECUTIVE    APPOINTMENTS. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  Board  took  up 
the  question  of  confirmation  of  the  following 
appointments : 

Nomination  of  T.  H.  Cabot  to  be  measurer  of 
grain. 

Nominations  of  Joseph  W.  Bobbins,  Edward 
Robbins,  J.  Lawrence  Martin,  and  A.  Sidney 
Auld,  to  be  weighers  of  coal. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Maguire  it  was  voted  that 
the  ballot  be  taken  on  both  items  at  once.  Com- 
mittee, Aid,  Blaguire  and  Allen.  Whole  number 
of  votes,  11;  necessary  for  choice,  6.  Yesll.no 
0,  and  the  appointments  were  declared  con- 
firmed. 

SEWER  ASSESSMENTS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  schedules  from  the  super- 
intendent of  sewers  of  the  cost  of  constructing 
common  sewers  in  the  following  streets :  Mayo 
street,  Walnut  avenue,  Bennington  street,  Har- 
ley  street,  Ocean  street,  Greenwich  street, 
Brighton  avenue,  Pleasant  street.  Moore  street, 
Simmons  street.  Morris  street,  Market  street, 
Victoria  street.  Maiden  street.  Reed  street,  Dart- 
mouth street.  West  Chester  Park,  Alban  street, 
Gordon  street.  Wells  avenue,  Guilford  street. 
Orchard  street,  Elm-Hill  avenue,  Centre  street, 
Broadway,  between  O  and  P  streets,  Warwick 
street.  Accompanying  were  orders  that  the 
persons  named  in  the  schedules  be  charged  and 
assessed  with  one-half  the  sum  set  to  their  re- 
spective names  as  their  proportional  part  of  the 
cost  thereof. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sew- 
ers (Aid.) 

REPORTS  OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Superintendent  of -Markets— Report  for  quar- 
ter ending  Dec.  31,  1886.    Sent  down. 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures— Report  for 
the  three  months  ending  Jan.  31,  1887.  Sent 
down. 

Directors  for  Public  Institution* — Request  for 
an  additional  appropriation  for  lunatic  hospital, 
Marcella-street  Home  and  almshouse,  Charles- 
town,  (City  Doc.  36).  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Inspector  of  Buildings— Annual  report  (City 
Doc.  25).    Sent  down. 

Board,  of  Park  Commissioners— -Twelfth  an- 
nual report  (City  Doc.  24).    Sent  down. 

Directors  for  Public  Institutions—  Communi- 
cation requesting  the  assignment  for  their  use 
the  three  rooms  in  the  basement  in  the  rear  of 
the  rooms  already  assigned  them  at  Beacon 
street  building,  viz.:  The  present  carriage  house, 
stable  and  small  room  adjoining,  the  present  as- 
signment being  entirely  inadequate  for  the  re- 
quirements of  the  Board.  This  will  bring  about 
the  separation  of  the  male  and  female  paupers 
and  discharged  prisoners. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

Superintendent  of  Streets — Schedules  of  cost  of 
edgestoncs  and  sidewalks  on  sundry  streets. 

Orders  were  passed,  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  one- 
half  the  cost  thereof. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings— A  com- 
munication was  received  from  the  superinten- 
dent of  public  buildings  transmitting  a  com- 
munication from  the  Board  of  Health  inquiring 
whether  they  are  to  have  the  two  small  rooms 
in  top  of  building  12  Beacon  street,  recently 
assigned  to  them  lor  their  inspectors,  and  repre- 
senting that  these  rooms  are  absolutely  nec- 
essary for  the  convenience  of  the  department 
and  for  the  special  purposes  named. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

Covered  Channel  of  Muddy  River. 
The  following  was  received : 
Department  of  Parks,  City  of  Boston 
Board  of  Commissioners,  85  Milk  street, 
Feb.  12,  1887. 

To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Council  of 
the  City  of  Boston. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Park  Commissioners,  held 
this  day,  it  was  voted  that  the  communication 
of  the  city  engineer,  dated  Feb.  3,  1887,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  defective  condition  of  apart  of  the 
covered  channel  of  Muddy  river,  and  the  neces- 
sity of  rebuilding  this  part  and  cleaning  out  the 


rest,  at  an  estimated  expense  of  $ 26,500,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  City  Council  to  provide  an  appro- 
priation therefor. 
The  city  engineer's  letter  accompanies  this. 
Very  respectfully, 

Benjamin  Dean,  Chairman. 
The  communication  is  as  follows : 

Office  of  City  Engineer,  City  Hall,  I 
Boston,  Feb.  3,  1887.     ) 
Hon.  Benjamin  Dean,  Chairman  Board  of  Park 
Commissioners. 

Sir,— The  Muddy  river  covered  channel  dur- 
ing October,  18S4,  was  injured  by  spreading  as 
described  in  a  report  made  to  your  Board  dated 
Jan.  20,  1885.  The  damaged  portion  was  then 
repaired,  but  the  movement  has  continued  so 
that  a  section  about  600  feet  in  length  is  so  badly 
distorted  as  to  give  cause  for  anxiety.  I  recom- 
mend that  this  portion  of  the  work  be  renewed 
and  replaced  with  a  masonry  structure,  and  that 
the  channel  be  cleaned  for  its  entire  length.  1 
estimate  the  cost  of  rebuilding  600  feet  of  the 
channel  to  be  about  $25,000,  and  the  cost  of 
cleaning  to  be  about  $1500. 

Yours  respectfully, 
William  Jackson,  City  Engineer. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Parks 
constables'  bonds. 

The  bonds  of  Samuel  Brackett  and  Thomas 
Folger,  constables,  being  presented  duly  certi- 
fied, were  approved  by  the  Board. 

legislative  matters  relating  to   city  OF 

BOSTON. 

Aid.  Carroll  submitted  the  first  report  of  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Legislative  Mat- 
ters, giving  a  list  of  petitions  and  orders  relat- 
ing to  the  city  of  Boston  pending  before  the 
Legislature  of  1887.    (City  Doc.  35.) 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving  (Aid.) : 

Order,  That  the  edgestone  and  sidewalk 
assessment  levied  Oct.  26, 1886i  against  the  estate 
of  Francis  H.  Gallagher,  No.  38  Rogers  street 
Ward  15,  amounting  to  $14.98,  be  and  the  same 
is  hereby  abated  in  consideration  of  having 
signed  a  release  for  grade  damages  to  said 
estate. 

Laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Allen,  no 
report  accompanying  it. 

Report  and  order— That  the  edgestone  assess- 
ment, levied  Oct.  16, 1885,  against  estate  of  Jane 
B.  Lapham,  No.  22  Bodwell  street,  Ward  20, 
amounting  to  $18.40,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
abated,  on  account  of  inability  to  pay.  Passed 
under  suspension  of  the  rules. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of 
William  Geraty  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
to  his  estate,  1517  Tremont  street.    Accepted. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of 
Mary  E.  and  Nellie  B.  Galvin  for  compensation 
for  damages  to  their  estate,  No.  1  Morton  place, 
by  the  lowering  of  the  grade  of  said  place.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Report  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions to  John  Quirk  to  move  a  wooden  build- 
ing from  Williams  street  (Franklin  Park),  to 
Vaughan  avenue,  near  Geneva  avenue.  Accep- 
ted and  leave  granted  on  the  usual  conditions. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  (at  his  own  re- 
quest) on  petition  of  Calvin  A.  Richards,  presi- 
dent Boston  Heating  Company,  to  lay  pipes  for 
the  conveyance  of  superheated  water.  Accep- 
ted. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of 
M.  E.  R.  Jones,  for  abatement  of  assessment  of 
$8.47  against  his  estate  on  Utica  street,  corner  of 
Utica  place,  for  edgestone  and  sidewalk.  Ac- 
cented. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
be  authorized  to  remove  the  trees  within  the 
lines  of  Washington  street,  between  Forest-Hill 
street  and  Ashland  street. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order,  granting,  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions, license  to  W.  L.  Lockhart  to  construct 
and  maintain,  on  northeast  corner  of  Merrimac 
and  Staniford  streets,  an  excavation  for  storage 
purposes;  also  to  construct  and  maintain  six 
coal  holes.    Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Order  that  William  S.  Swett  he  allowed  to  con- 
struct and  maintain,  on  the  usual  conditions,  an 
opening  at  54  to  62  Chapman  street,  Ward  16.  for 
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the  purpose  of  putting  in  basement   windows 
and  coal  scuttles. 

Recommitted,  on  the  point  raised  by  Aid. 
Allen,  that  no  report  accompanied  the  order,  as 
was  required  in  such  cases.  Later  on  Aid.  Ma- 
guire  submitted  a  report  in  connection  with  it. 
and  the  report  was  accepted  and  order  passed 
under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

SEWERS. 

Aid.  Lee  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Sew- 
ers (Aid.)  on  the  schedule  and  costs  of  sundry 
sewers,  referred  Feb.  7th,  1887,  recommending 
the  passage  of  the  following  orders : 

Ordered,  That  the  persons  named  in  the  within 
schedule,  being  benefitted  as  aforesaid,  be  and 
they  hereby  are  charged  and  assessed  with  the 
sum  therein  set  to  their  respective  names,  as 
their  proportional  part  of  the  expense  of  the  said 
sewer,  and  the  same  is  ordered  to  be  certified 
and  notice  thereof  given  to  the  parties  aforesaid, 
their  tenants  or  lessees : 

The  sewers  are  as  follows : 

Washington  street,  Brighton,  8408.62. 

Chestnut-hill  avenue.  Brighton,  S1757.96. 

Washington  street,  between  Bowdoin  and  El- 
don  streets,  Dorchester,  83399.40. 

Washington  street,  between  Bowdoin  and 
School  street,  Dorchester,  $1198.48. 

Westville  and  Bowdoin  streets,  Dorchester, 
§4935.40. 

Harvard  street,  between  AVashington  street 
and  engine  house,  Dorchester,  §634.03. 

Report  accepted,  orders  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

FANEUIL  HALL  MARKET. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Markets,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  order  for  them  to  report 
prices  and  conditions  for  renewing  the  leases  in 
Faneuil  Hall  Market,  for  the  ensuing  term  of 
five  years  from  the  first  of  April  next,  having 
considered  the  subject,  respectfully  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  Faneuil 
Hall  Market  be  authorized,  with  the  approval 
of  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  renew  the  leases  of 
the  stalls  and  cellars  of  Faneuil  Hall  Market, 
for  the  ensuing  five  years,  beginning  April  1. 
1887,  upon  the  same  terms  and  conditions  as  are 
set  forth  in  the  present  leases,  except  that  the 
new  leases  shall  provide  that  the  market  shall 
be  open  on  Decoration  day  and  Fourth  of  July 
until  9  o'clock,  A.M.,  whenever  said  holidays 
come  on  Monday  or  Saturday. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

assignment  of  wages  by  city  employees. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Ordinances,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  message  of  His  Honor  the  Mayor 
in  relation  to  the  assignment  of  wrages  by  city 
employees,  and  that  portion  of  the  mayor's  in- 
augural address  relative  to  the  same,  having 
considered  the  subject,  respectfully  submit  the 
following  report : 

Section  10  of  Chapter  17  of  the  Revised  Ordi- 
nances of  1885  provides  that  "officers  at  the  head 
of  departments  of  the  city  government  shall  use 
such  measures  as  they  deem  expedient  to  pre- 
vent the  assignment  of  wages  by  persons  em- 
ployed in  such  departments." 

Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the 
section  above  quoted  is  sufficient  for  the  proper 
regulation  of  the  subject. 

The  matter  is  purely  one  of  executive  detail, 
and  may  safely  be  left  to  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments. It  is  questionable,  at  least,  whether  or 
not  the  City  Council,  since  the  passage  of  Chap- 
ter 266  of  the  Acts  of  1885,  can  legally  interfere 
in  the  matter  in  the  manner  suggested  in  the 
message  of  His  Honor  the  Mayor.  At  any  rate, 
your  committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  case  are  not  of  such  a  character 
as  to  make  a  change  in  the  ordinances  at  this 
time  necessary  or  advisable. 

Assignments  of  wages  are  recognized  by  the 
statute  law  of  our  State,  and  that  same  law  pro- 
vides for  their  recording  and  for  the  rights  of 
the  assignee  under  them. 

It  is  well  known  that  occasions  may  arise,  and 
often  do  arise,  when  it  becomes  necessary  for  a 
city  employee  to  raise  ready  money  at  once.  If 
he  is  unable  to  borrow  it  without  security,  in 
many  cases  he  can  obtain  it  only  by  assignment 
of  his  future  wages  as  collateral  for  the  payment 
of  the  loan. 


In  cases  like  these  your  committee  think  that 
it  would  be  imposing  a  hardship  rather  than  a 
benefit  to  take  away  from  our  city  employees  by 
a  stringent  ordinance  the  right  to  assign  their 
wages. 

"i  our  committee  have  no  sympathy  with  the 
usurious  money-lenders  mentioned  in  the  mes- 
sage of  His  Honor  the  Mayor ;  but,  while  the 
victims  of  these  usurers  might  be  protected  by 
legislation  prohibiting  assignment  of  wages  by 
city  employees,  it  is  perfectly  evident  that  such 
a  sweeping  prohibition  might  entail  great  suffer- 
ing and  hardship  upon  honest  employees  at 
times  when  such  assignments  would  be  their 
only  source  of  relief. 

It  is  within  the  knowledge  of  your  committee 
that  the  wages  of  our  city  employees  are  often 
attached  by  the  trustee  process  in  suits  based 
upon  doubtful  and  at  times  fictitious  claims, 
and  the  reason  that  the  trustee  process  is  in- 
voked in  excess  like  these  springs  from  the 
knowledge  which  unscrupulous  plaintiffs  and 
petty  attorneys  have  of  the  limited  means  of  the 
defendant  employees,  coupled  with  the  fact  that 
almost  invariably  the  poverty  of  these  defen- 
dants forces  them  to  make  some  settlement  of 
doubtful  claims  rather  than  endure  the  delay  of 
a  suit  at  law  and  await  its  result  with  their 
earnings  in  the  meantime  tied  up  and  inacces- 
sible to  them  by  the  practical  operation  of  the 
trustee  process.  Should  assignments  of  wages 
be  absolutely  prohibited,  even  as  security  for 
the  payment  of  just  and  necessary  loans,  then, 
as  long  as  our  trustee  process  may  be  used  as  it 
is  at  present,  the  wages  of  the  city  employees 
will  be  at  the  mercy  of  sharks  as  contemptible 
and  as  merciless  as  the  usurers  above  re- 
ferred to. 

Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  steps 
should  be  taken  by  the  heads  of  departments 
looking  towards  diminishing  the  number  of  as- 
signments, and  that  no  employee  should  be  al- 
lowed to  assign  his  future  wages  unless  with  the 
approval  of  the  head  of  the  department  in  which 
his  services  are  rendered. 

This  course  would  protect  our  employees  from 
usurers,  and  tend  to  discourage  unnecessary  and 
fraudulent  assignments,  without  at  the  same 
time  adding  materially  to  the  duties  of  the 
heads  of  departments.  Yotir  committee  con- 
ferred with  His  Honor  the  Mayor  upon  the  sub- 
ject, and,  upon  consideration,  he  was  pleased  to 
state  frankly  that  he  considered  the  position  of 
your  committee  a  correct  one,  and  that  he 
coincided  with  the  views  herein  expressed. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  are  of  the  opinion 
that  no  further  action  is  necessary  on  the  part  of 
the  City  Council. 

Report  accepted.    Sent  down. 

assistant  assessors. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  on  the  order  for  them  to 
report  any  necessary  changes  in  Chapter  21  of 
the  Revised  Ordinances,  recommending  the  pas- 
sage of  the  accompanying  ordinance : 

An  Ordmance 
To  Amend  Chapter  21  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1885. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Chapter  21  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1885  is  hereby  amended  in  Section  2,  bv  in- 
serting after  the  words  ''second  assistant"  in  the 
eighth  line  thereof,  the  words  "and  in  addition 
to  the  foregoing  assistant  assessors  there  shall 
be  annually  appointed  as  aforesaid,  one  addi- 
tional first  assistant  assessor  and  one  additional 
second  assistant  assessor  for  each  of  the  districts 
numbered  18,  28  and  32." 

Report  accepted,  ordinance  passed  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

SALARY    OF    DRAWTENDER. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  on  the  ordinance  to  amend 
Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1885,  in 
the  clause  establishing  the  salary  of  the  draw- 
tender  of  Maiden  bridge — That  the  ordinance  is 
in  proper  form  and  recommending  reference  of 
the  same  to  the  Committee  on  Bridges. 

Report  accepted  and  said  reference  ordered. 
Sent  down. 

removal  of  snow  and  ice  from  gutters,  etc. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Ordinances,  to  whom  was 

referred  by  the  Common  Council  the  order  for 

them  to  consider  the  advisability  of  amending 
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Sections  62.  63  and  64  of  Chapter  28  of  the  Revised 
Ordinances  of  1885,  so  as  to  require  abutters  on 
public  streets  to  remove  the  snow  and  ice  from 
the  gutters  and  sewer  openings  in  front  of  their 
estates,  respectfully  report,  that  they  have  con- 
sidered the  subject  and  obtained  the  enclosed 
opinion  of  the  corporation  counsel  thereon,  and 
they  accordingly  report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to 
take  any  further  action  in  the  matter : 

Corporation  Counsel's  Office, 
2  Pemberton  Square, 

Boston,  Feb.  8. 1887. 
To  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

Gentlemen,— In  my  opinion  the  amendments 
to  the  ordinance  in  regard  to  the  removal  of 
snow  and  ice,  contemplated  by  the  order  sub- 
mitted to  me  and  herewith  returned,  are  now 
open  to  the  objection  that  they  are  repugnant 
to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  Common- 
wealth. So  much  may  be  safely  said  under  the 
reasoning  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  case  of 
Goddard,  petitioner,  16  Pick.  504,  wherein  the 
validity  of  the  present  ordinance  was  deter- 
mined. The  real  question  for  consideration  is 
whether  the  proposed  amendments  are  reason- 
able. Police  regulations  of  this  nature,  if  car- 
ried so  far  as  to  oe  oppressive,  would  be  unrea- 
sonable and  void.  Whether  an  ordinance  or 
regulation  is  reasonable  or  not  is  a  question  to 
be  determined  in  each  case  by  the  common 
sense  of  the  judges  rather  than  by  anv  pre- 
scribed rules.  The  provisions  suggested  "by  the 
last  cause  of  the  order  seem  reasonable,  but  it  is 
perhaps  questionable  whether  it  would  not  be 
an  unreasonable  imposition  of  a  public  duty 
upon  the  individual  house  or  land  holder  to  re- 
quire hirn,  as  suggested  by  the  first  clause,  to 
remove  the  ice  from  the  sewer  openings  and 
gutters  in  front  of  his  estate,  as  well  as  the  snow 
from  the  sidewalk. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  P.  Nettleton, 
Corporation  Counsel. 

Report  accepted.    Sent  down. 


Aid.  Lee  presented  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Claims : 

Reports  upon  sundry  petitions,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims  among  the  unfinished 
business  of  last  year,  recommending  that  the 
petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw  as  follows: 

David  Black,  for  compensation  for  alleged  in- 
juries received  by  reason  of  a  defect  in  the  side- 
walk on  Eastern  avenue,  Aug.  9, 1886. 

Annie  McCarthy,  to  be  compensated  for  per- 
sonal injuries  sustained  on  account  of  alleged 
malpractice  of  a  dispensary  physician  in  this 
city. 

Michael  Smith,  to  be  compensated  for  personal 
injuries  received  by  falling  at  the  corner  of  Hol- 
lis  and  Washington  streets,  March  3.  1886. 

Charlotte  A.  Baker,  to  be  refunded  certain 
amounts  paid  for  sewer  assessments  on  Shirley 
street. 

Catherine  Hart,  to  be  compensated  forpersonal 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Commer- 
cial street,  Dorchester,  Feb.  3, 1886. 

James  Martin,  to  be  compensated  for  damages 
to  his  estate  on  River  street,  Dorchester,  in  1882, 
caused  by  the  raising  of  the  grade  of  said  street. 

Reports  severally  accepted.    Sent  down. 

Aid.  Lee  in  the  chair. 

licenses.  » 

Aid.  McLaughlin  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licences,  that  licenses  be  granted 
as  follows: 

John  F.  Hughes,  John  C.  Short,  and  A.  Papi- 
neau,  to  run  lines  of  barges  from  South  Boston 
to  the  city  proper. 

Reports  accepted,  and  it  was  voted  that  licenses 
be  granted  on  the  asual  conditions. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

Reports  that  minors'  licenses  be  granted  to 
sundry  newsboys,  bootblacks  and  peddlers. 

Reports  aceepted,  and  said  licenses  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 

THE  HEATER-PIECE,  CORNER  WATER  AND  WASH- 
INGTON STREETS. 

Aid.  Sullivan  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  communica- 
tion from  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners, 
asking  for  authority  to  make  a  lease  of  city 
property  situated  at  the  corner  of  Water  and 
Washington  streets — Recommending  reference 
of  the  same  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


Report  accepted  and  said  reference  ordered. 
Sent  down. 

WAGES  OF  DECKHANDS    ON    FERRIES. 

Aid.  Sullivan  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  East  Boston  Ferries,  on  the  peti- 
tion of  James  McHugh  and  others,  employed  as 
deckhands  on  the  East  Boston  ferries,  for  a  re- 
storation of  wages  to  their  former  rate— Recom- 
mending reference  of  the  same  to  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries,  with  the  re- 
quest that  they  report  to  the  City  Council  their 
views  as  to  the  expediency  of  granting  the  peti- 
tion. 

Accepted  and  said  reference  ordered.  Sent 
down. 

EXTENSION  OF    BATAVIA    STREET. 

Aid.  Sullivan  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Streets,  on  the  petition  of 
Ira  L.  Moore  and  others,  for  the  extension  of 
Batavia  street— Recommending  reference  of  the 
same  to  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners. 

Accepted  and  said  reference  ordered.  Sent 
down. 

EXTENSION  OF  COLUMBUS  AVENUE. 

Aid.  Sullivan  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  order  rela- 
tive to  the  extension  of  Columbus  avenue  to 
Ruggles  street— That  no  action  is  necessary  as 
the  matter  is  already  before  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

EXTENSION  OF  BERWICK   PARK. 

Aid.  Sullivan  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Williard  C.  Van  Derlip,  for  the  exten- 
sion of  Berwick  park — Recommending  reference 
of  the  same  to  the  Committee  on  Paving  on  the 
part  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Accepted  and  said  reference  ordered.  Sent 
down. 

WIDENING  OF  ESSEX  STREET. 

Aid.  Sullivan  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  order  relat- 
ing to  the  widening  of  Essex  street  between 
Chauncy  and  Lincoln  streets.— Recommending 
reference  of  the  same  to  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners. 

Accepted  and  said  reference  ordered.  Sent 
down. 

FERRY  DEPARTMENT. 

Aid.  Sullivan  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Ferries  on  that 
portion  of  the  inaugural  address  of  His  Honor 
the  Mayor,  relating  to  the  ferries— That  no 
further  action  is  necessary  on  the  part  of  the 
City  Cotvncil. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

CELLAR. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings (Aid.),  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition 
of  James  Thompson  for  leave  to  construct  the 
cellar  of  his  building  262  Shawmut  avenue  at 
Grade  9. 

Accepted. 

SALARIES  IN  DEPARTMENT   FOR    INSPECTION  OF 
BUILDINGS. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Inspection 
of  Buildings,  to  whom  was  referred  the  ordi- 
nance amending  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Or- 
dinances of  1885,  so  as  to  increase  the  salaries  of 
the  deputy  inspectors  and  the  clerk  of  the  de- 
partment severally  to  $2000  a  year,  having  con- 
sidered the  subject,  respectfully  report  that  the 
ordinance  ought  to  pass.  The  said  ordinance 
lias  been  transmitted  to  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances and  the  form  thereof  approved  by  said 
committee,  under  the  requirements  of  the  joint 
rules. 

For  the  committee,  W.  P.  Carroll. 

Minority  Report. 

The*undersigned  respectfully  dissent  from  the 
recommendation  of  the  majority  of  the  commit- 
tee favoring  an  increase  of  salaries  in  the  De- 
partment for  1 1 10  Inspection  of  Buildings.  _  They 
are  not  aware  that  the  labors  of  the  officials  in 
question  have  increased  to  an  extent  commen- 
surate to  the  increase  of  salary  proposed.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  undersigned  do  not  con- 
sider   the    present    salary    insufficient    when 
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the  character  of  the  services  rendered 
is  taken  into  consideration.  The  work 
of  the  inspectors  is  practically  that  of 
first-class  mechanics,  and  would  command  as 
compensation,  outside  of  the  public  service, 
probably  not  more  than  $1000  or  §1200  a  year.  It 
should  be  stated,  however,  that  the  City  Council 
of  last  year,  upon  the  representations  of  the  in- 
spector that  the  increasing  business  of  the 
department  called  for  an  increase  in  the  force, 
authorized  the  appointment  of  four  additional 
inspectors ;  but,  owing  to  the  lack  of  funds  to 
meet  the  additional  expense  that  would  be 
thereby  incurred,  the  new  appointments  have 
not  thus  far  been  made.  The  undersigned  fail 
to  see  the  necessity  of  increasing  both  the  num- 
ber of  inspectors  and  their  salaries,  and  of  the 
two  courses  whereby  it  is  proposed  to  augment 
the  efficiency  of  the  department  it  would  seem 
that  the  enlargement  of  its  working  force  would 
be  the  most  effective.  If  the  City  Council  has 
authorized  an  increase  in  the  force,  the  proper 
course  to  pursue  at  present  is  to  provide  the 
means  for  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of 
the  additional  inspectors,  instead  of  ad- 
vancing the  salaries  from  their  present 
basis.  In  other  words,  the  City  Council  should 
first  determine  whether  or  not  the  needs  of 
the  department  are  not  fully  met  by  increas- 
ing its  working  force  before  acceding  to  any  re- 
quest for  an  advance  of  salaries.  The  under- 
signed accordingly  report  that  in  their  opinion 
the  ordinance  ought  not  to  pass. 

N.  G.  Smith. 
John  H.  Norton. 

The  Chair  [after  reading  the  majority  report] 
—No  objection  the  report  will  be  accepted. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— There  is  also  a  minority 
report  there. 

The  Chair— Attached  to  it  is  also  a  minority 
report  signed  by  N.  G.  Smith  and  John  H.  Nor- 
ton. [Reading  minority  report.]  The  Chair 
would  state  that  the  majority  report  having 
been  aceepted  no  lurther  action  on  this  report  is 
necessary. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  called  the  attention  of  the 
Chair  to  the  minority  report  before  the  question 
was  put  to  the  Board  in  regard  to  the  acceptance 
of  the  report. 

The  Chair — As  the  minority  report  was  over- 
looked, the  Chair  would  state  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  committee  that  the  minority  report 
might  be  accepted  as  a  substitute  for  the  major- 
ity report,  that  depending  entirely  upon  the 
opinion  of  the  Board. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— There  has  been  no  oppor- 
tunity for  me  yet  to  move  the  acceptance  of  the 
minority  report. 

The  Chair— The  Chair  would  remind  the  al- 
derman that  he  has  that  privilege  now.  The 
question  was  on  the  acceptance  of  the  report  of 
the  committee.  The  minority  report  having 
been  read  it  can  be  moved  to  be  substituted  for 
the  majority  report. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— Then  I  move  the  substitu- 
tion of  the  minority  for  the  majority  report. 

The  Chair— You  hear  the  motion  of  Aid. 
Smith,  that  the  minority  report,  signed  by  Aid. 
Smith  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  and  John  H. 
Norton  on  the  part  of  the  Council,  be  substituted 
for  the  report  of  the  majority. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— Mr.  Chairman.  This  is  no 
new  matter.  It  has  been  before  the  City  Coun- 
cil for  some  time.  It  was  brought  up  last  year 
and  a  minority  report  was  offered  at  that  time. 
I  have  offered  the  minority  report  at  this  time 
and  taken  the  opportunity  to  dissent  from  my 
associates  on  the  committee  in  order  that  I 
might  state  my  position  a  little  more  fully.  It 
seems  to  me  that  this  question  of  salaries  should 
be  more  fully  considered  than  it  appears  to  have 
been  for  the  last  two  years.  Gentlemen  having 
friends  in  the  different  departments  have  offered 
orders  for  their  benefit,  and  they  have  passed 
this  Board  at  least  with  little  or  no  opposition 
as  a  rule.  Now,  sir,  I  do  not  wish  to  be  put  on 
record  as  being  opposed  to  paying  fair  and  rea- 
sonable salaries  to  employees  of  the  city.  In 
fact  I  believe  that  the  men  employed  by  the 
different  departments  should  be  well  paid  for 
their  services ;  that  the  city  can  afford  to  secure 
the  best  assistance  and  pay  the  very  best  prices 
for  it.  In  this  case  it  is  a  clerical  office.  There 
are  many  men  in  the  departments  that  I  believe 
are  not  sufficiently  paid  for  their  services  at  this 
day,  and  last  year  I  offered  an  order  that  a  com- 
mittee might  be  appointed  to  fix  the  salaries  of 
the  employees  in  all  the  departments;  and  a 


similar  order  was  offered  in  the  Common  Coun- 
cil this  year,  and  failed  to  pass  this  Board. 
There  are  some  salaries  that,  as  I  said  before,  I 
I  think  ought  to  be  raised.  Among  them,  for 
instance,  is  the  police.  Their  duties  are  always 
delicate  and  oftentimes  dangerous,  and  they 
have  been  paid.  I  think,  until  this  year,  a  salary 
less  than  $1000  a  year,  or  about  that  figure. 
Their  salaries  were  raised  at  our  last  meeting,  if 
it  is  approved  by  the  Police  Commissioners,  to 
about  $1100  and  $1200  a  year.  There  is  another 
department  which  also  deserves  a  raise  hi  their 
salaries,  and  that  is  the  Fire  Department :  and 
what  I  have  said  about  the  Police  Department 
applies  equally  well  to  the  Fire  Department. 
They  are  all  men  that  should  be  selected  for 
special  fitness  for  the  duties  that  they  perform ; 
and  their  duties  are  also  dangerous,  and  I  be- 
lieve I  might  say  at  this  time  that  our  Fire  De- 
partment is  at  this  time  unexcelled  by  any  other 
department  in  the  country,  that  the  men  com- 
posing it  have  never  needed  any  urging  to  secure 
the  performance  of  their  duty,  and  that  they 
have  needed  more  restraint  than  otherwise. 
Moreover  the  men  of  the  Fire  Department  are 
deprived  of  many  social  and  family  pleasures 
from  the  fact  that  they  are  at  all  times  on  duty, 
both  day  and  night ;  and  when  the  order  conies 
in  asking  that  their  salaries  shall  be  increased  I 
shall  very  cheerfully  vote  for  it.  But  in 
the  case  under  consideration  the  duties 
of  that  department  require  no  ability  beyond 
that  of  an  ordinary  mechanic.  I  have 
nothing  whatever  to  say  at  this  time  against 
the  men  occupying  positions  in  that  department. 
I  have  no  feeling  m  this  matter  other  than  my 
public  duty.  I  have  no  hostility  to  the  depart- 
ment nor  to  any  man  in  it.  1  am  simply  going 
to  do  what  I  believe  to  be  my  duty  to  the  tax- 
payers and  the  public  of  the  city  of  Boston.  I 
do  not  consider,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I  am  here 
to  fatten  my  friends  who  are  fortunate  enough 
to  have  secured  positions  at  the  public  crib.  I 
am  bere  to  represent  all  the  public  as  well  as 
the  few  of  my  friends  who  have  been  successful 
enough  to  secure  positions  in  City  Hall.  As  I 
said  before,  this  office  requires  only  men  of  ordi- 
nary mechanical  skill.  Now,  according  to  the 
last  census  report  a  mechanic  earns  from  $800  to 
$900  a  year.  First-class  mechanics  can  earn  as 
high  as  $1200;  very  few  exceed  that  sum.  The 
gentlemen  in  this  department  are  paid  $1500  a 
year,  nearly  $6  a  day,  for  their  services.  The 
duties  of  the  office  are  such  that  any  man  com- 
petent to  erect  a  building  can  perform.  Men 
who  are  competent  to  erect  buildings  in  this 
city,  to  draw  plans  and  specifications,  and  figure 
on  them  intelligently,  can  be  secured  for  $3  or 
$4  a  day.  I  have  among  my  acquaintances 
and  friends  very  many  mechanics,  men  whom 
I  know  to  be  first-class  mechanics,  that 
would  pass  an  examination  before  any  Civil 
Service  Commission,  for  fitness  in  their  special 
departments,  and  they  are  unable  to  earn  more 
than  $3  or  $4  a  day.  Any  one  of  them  would  be 
very  glad,  as  I  have  positive  evidence,  to  secure 
what  is  called  hi  the  vernacular  of  the  day,  one 
of  these  soft  places  in  City  Hall.  I  have  had 
very  many  worthy  men,  more  than  I  could  count 
on  my  fingers,  who  have  been  to  me  asking  me 
to  sign  petitions  and  to  use  what  influence  I  had 
with  the  Department  of  Inspection  of  Buildings 
in  order  to  secure  to  them  one  of  the  four  places 
that  have  been  open  for  the  last  year.  I  think 
the  applications  for  those  places  probably  num- 
ber hundreds  if  not  thousands.  I  think  that  if 
they  were  advertised  in  the  papers  more  than  a 
thousand  first-class  men  would  be  found  who 
would  cheerfully  accept  one  of  those  positions 
in  that  department  at  a  salary  of  $1500  a  year. 
Now,  under  those  circumstances,  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  men  occupying  those  positions  are  ex- 
tremely well  paid ;  much  better  paid  than  many 
other  persons  occupying  positions  in  this  hall ; 
very  much  better  paid  for  the  service  they  per- 
form than  are  the  firemen,  for  instance ;  for  I 
believe  that  the  men  in  the  Fire  Department  to- 
day are  as  fine  mechanics  as  can  be  found  in  the 
city.  I  am  told  that  all  the  repairs  and  work 
about  the  buildings,  and  even  about  the  en- 
gines, is  done  by  the  members  of  the  depart- 
ment ;  that  a  fireman  is  not  only  competent  to 
manage  an  engine,  but  he  is  competent  to  build 
it.  and  to  build  a  house  over  it,  if  necessary ;  and 
they  are  asking  for  onlv  S1000  to  S1200  a  year  in 
that  department.  But  these  gentlemen  in  this 
department,  who  have  these  comfortable  places, 
who  are  not  required  to  work  late  hours,  who 
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are  not  required  to  work  in  stormy  weather  and 
on  holidays,  now  have  $1500,  and  think  they 
ought  to  have  $2000.  If  the  work  required  skill- 
ed mechanical  engineers,  perhaps  there  might 
be  some  reason  for  asking  for  the  increased  pay. 
If  it  were  true  that  mechanics  outside  were 
earning  large  sums,  then  it  would  he  a  reason 
why  their  pay  should  be  increased ;  for  I  believe 
that  the  city  should  select  the  very  best  men 
that  it  can  get  for  the  money,  and  that  it  should 
pay  them  a  little  better  than  anybody  else  pays 
them,  in  order  that  the  places  will  be  sought 
for.  I  believe  that  in  this  case  the  city  is  pay- 
ing them  very  much  better  than  any  individuals 
would  pay  for  them.  If  the  men  in  those  posi- 
tions are  skilful  engineers  and  are  superior  to 
the  places,  why  then  the  city  does  not  require 
such  superior  talent,  and  the  talent  necessary 
for  the  department  can  be  secured  at  the  pre- 
sent rate  of  pay.  This  is  all  I  have  to  say  on 
this  matter,  except  that  I  wish  to  reiterate  once 
more  that  I  have  offered  this  opposition  to  the 
proposed  increase  simply  and  solely  because  I 
consider  it  my  duty  to  tiie  public  to  do  so,  and 
not  because  I  have  any  hostility  to  the  depart- 
ment. 

Aid.  Carroll— Sir.  Chairman,  the  majority  of 
that  committee  consists  of  Aid.  Sullivan,  four 
eouncilmen  and  myself,  that  have  agreed  to 
make  that  report.  There  was  a  full  meeting  of 
the  eight  members,  and  live  gentlemen  and  my- 
self have  signed  the  majority  report,  and  two 
have  signed  the  minority  report.  It  is  unneces- 
sary for  me  to  go  over  what  the  gentleman  has 
well  said  already.  I  cheerfully  voted  for  the  in- 
crease of  the  pay  of  the  Police  Department,  and 
will  go  further  and  say  that  in  my  judgment— 
and  this  judgment  I  have  always  felt  and  ex- 
pressed before  I  came  into  City  Bfall,  and  if  occa- 
sion ever  presents  itself  for  me  to  go  on  record 
with  a  vote,  I  shall  not  only  vote  for  the  in- 
crease of  the  pay  of  the  firemen,  but  I  state  pub- 
licly that  I  thmk  they  deserve  a  larger  increase 
than  the  Police  Department,  because  I  think 
they  serve  the  city  more,  and  sacrifice  more  time 
and  family  pleasantries  than  the  members  of 
any  other  department.  But  that  is  not  a  ques- 
tion that  should  be  coupled  with  any  other.  Be- 
cause a  man  has  a  certain  ability  is  no  reason 
why  the  city  should  get  a  cheaper  man  to  do  the 
duty  which  heperforms.simpiy  because  the  city 
can  do  without  that  service.  If  that  rale  was 
to  follow  in  the  city  of  Boston  you  would  find 
many  people  that  would  have  to  give  up  their 
places.  Mr.  Chairman,  this  question  has  been 
considered  by  a  good  many  people  during  the 
past  vear,  and  the  inspector  of  buildings  has  not 
only  been  before  our  committee,  but  he  has  been 
before  the  Finance  Committee— before  all  these 
different  committees— and  if  my  memory  serves 
me  right,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  gentleman 
himself  signed,  in  the  Finance  Committee,  a  re- 
port at  one  time  giving  this  particular  depart- 
ment $5000  on  this  particular  increase,  and  lie 
did  not  give  the  money  for  the  increased  num- 
ber of  inspectors,  if  my  memory  serves  me 
right. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  wish  to  ask  permission  to 
correct  the  gentleman. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  say  if  my  memory  serves  me 
right. 

The  Chairman— Does  the  alderman  give  way? 

Aid.  Carroll— Certainly. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  was  not  present  when  that 
report  was  made ;  had  I  been  present,  I  should 
have  made  a  minority  report.  The  report  I  did 
sign  was  to  give  $2500  to  pay  for  the  additional 
inspectors.  I  refused  to  sign  the  report  to  in- 
crease the  pay  of  the  inspectors.  Having  al- 
ready made  a  report  against  it,  I  wish  to  be  con- 
sistent. 

Aid.  Carroll— Then  my  memory  does  serve 
me  right  that  in  a  committee  of  which  the 
gentleman  was  a  member,  and  of  which  I  was 
also  a  member,  I  made  a  motion  to  substitute 
$2000 salary  lor  these  men  for  the  bill  calling  for 
$5000,  and  the  gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his 
seat  was  one  of  the  strongest  objectors  to  the 
motion  which  I  made.  Does  my  memory  serve 
me  right  when  I  make  that  statement? 

Aid.  N.  C.  Smith— If  I  may  be  allowed  to  cor- 
rect the  gentleman,  I  think  his  memory  is  very 
treacherous  when  he  makes  that  statement. 
The  report  I  had  to  do  with  was  a  report  con- 
taining an  item  of  $2000  to  increase  the  number 
of  inspectors  in  that  department,  which  I  offered 
in  the  committee  to  which  the  gentleman  re- 
fers, as  a  substitute  for  the   report  from   the 


Finance  Committee.  I  have  no  recollection  of 
the  gentleman  making  that  motion.  Lf  I  have 
been  on  record  on  anything,  it  has  been  in  favor 
of  increasing  the  force  in  that  department,  and 
not  in  favor  of  increasing  their  salaries. 

The  Chair— The  Chair  would  remind  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  that  it  is  unparliamentary  to 
reveal  the  secrets  of  any  committee. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  am  positive  that  my  memory 
is  not  treacherous  in  this  case,  and  before  I 
leave  I  will  endeavor  to  convince  the  members 
of  the  Board  that  the  gentleman  is  mistaken. 
However,  Sir.  Chairman  and  gentleman,  we 
have  had  that  department  before  us  and  the 
matter  has  been  very  thoroughly  gone  into.  I 
don't  think  that  the  member  means  what  he 
says,  that  it  takes  simply  an  ordinary  mechanic 
to  fill  those  positions.  I  do  not  believe  the 
members  of  this  Board  believe  for  a  moment 
that  there  are  ordinary  men  filling  those  posi- 
tions. In  my  experience  of  a  year  in  connection 
with  that  department,  and  from  going  through 
the  books  as  I  have  on  two  occasions,  seeing  the 
style  and  form  of  work  they  have  to  do,  it  seems 
to  me  they  have  picked  out  the  very  best  men 
in  the  city  of  Boston  for  the  position.  If  we 
have  the  best  men,  I  don*t  think  it  is  good  poli- 
cy to  give  them  merely  average  pay,  as  the  gen- 
tleman suggests.  It  is  true,  as  he  says,  that 
some  men  earn  $3  a  day  and  some  earn  $4.  I 
believe  that  when  that  department  gets  the 
kind  of  people  they  want  to  do  that  work,  and 
there  is  no  fault  found  with  them,  and  their 
long  experience  shows  that  they  must  be  com- 
petent in  their  positions,  it  is  but  fair  for  the 
city  to  hold  on  to  those  men  and  pay  them 
proper  and  fair  salaries.  In  the  first  place,  it 
secures  good  men  for  the  work  of  the  city;  it 
gives  the  city  the  security  that  the  men  are  con- 
tented in  their  positions,  which,  in  my  judgment, 
is  the  best  thing  in  the  employment  of  labor.and 
in  fact  it  gives  the  whole  city  of  Boston  the 
best  product  of  the  mechanic.  When  the  gentle- 
man says  that  these  men  cannot  earn  this  pay 
outside,  I  don't  believe  it.  I  don't  think  he 
means  what  he  says.  I  understand  that  there 
are  men  in  that  department  who  can  get  $3000  a 
year  outside,  but  they  are  aged  men  and  prefer 
to  work  for  the  city  of  Boston.  I  think  it  is  true 
that  in  the  departments  of  the  city  of  Boston 
men  may  not  have  to  work  quite  as  hard  as 
they  have  to  work  for  others.  That  generally 
accounts  for  the  desire  of  people  to  work  for  the 
city.  I  think  that  explans  the  reason  they  desire 
to  work  for  the  city;  and  I  think  that  there  are 
many  men  in  the  city  employ  who  can  go  out- 
side and  get  more  pay.  Taking  all  those  things 
into  consideration  I  think  the  gentleman  will 
bear  me  out  in  what  I  have  said  of  the  examina- 
tion of  the  matter  last  year  and  this  year,  and 
that  is  the  reason  a  majority  of  the  committee 
have  presented  this  report;  and  I  hope  the 
ordinance  will  pass. 

Aid.  Sullivan— As  a  new  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Inspection  of  Buildings  I  am  not  so 
familiar  perhaps  with  the  workings  of  that 
committee  as  my  colleagues  on  that  committee 
are,  but  did  not  I  believe  that  those  gentlemen 
were  worthy  of  the  increase  they  asked  for  I 
most  certainly  should  not  have  signed  that  ma- 
jority report.  I  know  some  of  those  gentlemen, 
and  I  know  them  to  be  not  only  ordinary  me- 
chanics, but  master  mechanics,  and  men  who 
today  can  command  more  pay  outside  than  they 
are  receiving  in  that  department.  I  certainly 
desire  to  place  myself  on  record  as  in  favor  of 
increasing  the  pay  of  every  member  of  that 
department,  knowing  as  I  do  that  the  men  are 
worth  the  amount  given  them. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— 1  want  to  say  just  one  word 
more,  in  order  that  I  may  make  myself  under- 
stood, ii  possible,  on  this  question,  and  first  let 
me  say,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I  am  surprised  that 
there  is  so  much  philanthropy  among  the  offi- 
cers of  this  hall.  I  didn't  believe  that  there 
was  a  man  here  in  the  hall  who  would 
serve  the  city  if  he  could  get  more  pay 
outside.  I  didn't  believe  that  we  had  a  phil- 
anthropist paid  $1500  by  the  city  who  would 
refuse  filMHMi  outside.  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  that 
such  is  the  fact.  I  have  heard  extraordinary 
statements  of  that  kind  before,  but  never  heard 
them  made  officially.  In  regard  to  what  the 
alderman  on  my  left  has  said  that  I  considered 
these  officials  ordinary  men,  I  wish  to  have 
it  distinctly  understood  that  I  have  been 
very  careful  not  to  say  anything  against 
those    men.     I    have    nothing     whatever    to 
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say  against  the  officers  occupying  those 
positions.  I  have  no  doubt  that  they  fill 
their  places  well,  and  I  am  well  satisfied  that 
they  are  good  inen,  and  possibly  they  may  be 
men  whose  talents  would  command  a  much 
higher  salary  outside.  I  have  only  said  that  the 
duties  of  that  department  require  only  such  in- 
telligence as  an  ordinary  mechanic  would  be 
able  to  bring  to  them.  Now  it  strikes  me  that 
it  is  no  part  of  our  public  duty  to  see  that  our 
particular  friends  are  well  fatted  at  this  pub- 
lic crib.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  are  doing  a 
grave  injustice  to  the  thousands  of  people  who 
are  unfortunate  enough  to  be  obliged  to  earn 
their  daily  bread  by  their  own  exertions,  and 
who  haven't  any  such  good  paymaster  or  any 
such  kind  paymaster  as  the  city  of  Boston  to 
work  for.  I  believe  that  these  offices,  in  this 
free  country,  belong  to  all  the  citizen,  and  one 
man  shouldn't  be  fattened  at  the  expense  of 
another.  Now  there  are  hundreds  and  thou- 
sands of  mechanics  in  this  city  who  are  com- 
pelled to  pay  taxes  in  order  to  support  these 
men.  They  cannot  earn  $1500  a  year,  and  I  say 
that  these  men  are  much  better  paid  than 
ordinary  mechanics.  It  is  a  rare  thing  to  find  a 
mechanic  in  this  city  who  can  earn  §1500  with 
his  tools  in  a  year.  They  are  as  rare  as  white 
blackbirds,  and  when  a  man  is  paid  §1500  in  that 
office  he  is  sufficiently  well  paid,  and  excellent- 
ly well  paid.  No  one  can  doubt  it.  I  would  be 
willing  to  leave  it  to  the  mechanics  of  the  city 
of  Boston  themselves  whether  or  not  those 
officers  are  not  well  paid  at  this  time,  and 
whether  or  not  they  themselves  would  not 
be  willing  to  accept  these  positions  and 
not  ask  for  an  increase  of  salary.  Now  I 
want  this  distinctly  understood,— I  say  nothing 
against  any  man.  I  am  simply  speaking  of  the 
offices  and  what  the  duties  of  the  offices  re- 
quire. I  have  nothing  to  say  against  any  man  in 
that  department— not  a  word.  I  say  simply  that 
they  are  better  paid  today  than  first-class 
mechanics ;  and  they  now  ask  that  their  salaries 
may  be  increased  $500,—  33  per  cent.  The  census 
tells  vis  that  the  wages  of  the  ordinary  mechanic 
—and  that  includes  all  the  mechanics — are  from 
S800  to  $900  a  year ;  $1200  is  as  much  as  the  most 
of  them  earn  as  a  rule,  and  these  men  in  that 
department  are  paid  $1500.  I  am  willing  that 
they  should  be  paid  $1500;  they  ought  to  be  well 
paid — I  don't  object  to  that  at  all,— but  when 
they  are  asking  for  more  than  that  they  are 
asking  for  more  than  they  are  entitled  to.  You 
take  other  departments — foi'jinstance,  the  Archi- 
tect's Department,  whicli  employs  men  on 
public  buildings  built  by  the  city— and  there  are 
few  finer  buildings  to  be  found  than  those  built 
by  the  city  of  Boston— the  men  do  not  get  as 
much  money  as  the  men  employed  by  this  de- 
partment, and  the  city  architect  is  supposed  to 
employ  the  best  talent  he  can  get.  I  know  some 
of  the  inspectors  personally  who  have  erected ' 
monuments  in  the  city  which  can  show  their 
capacity  and  intelligence.not  only  as  mechanics, 
but  as  draughtsmen  and  architects,  who  have 
been  glad  to  accept  their  positions  under  the 
city  architect  at  $i  a  day.  That  is  all 
they  are  paid,  and  they  don't  get  work 
through  the  year  at  that.  They  don't  find  fault 
with  their  pay  either.and  these  men  who  are  now 
paid  $6  a  day  come  in  and  want  $8.  I  say  again 
that  it  is  an  injustice  to  the  mechanics  of  the 
city.  I  say  that  we  come  here  as  representatives 
of  the  citizens  of  Boston,  as  representatives  of 
the  workingmen  as  well  as  others,  and  I  say  that 
we  don't  properly  represent  them  when  we  al- 
low one  of  our  friends  to  be  fatted  at  the  public 
crib.  I  say  fatted ;  why  should  we  pay  these 
men  $500  more  than  they  receive  now.  when 
they  are  already  receiving  more  pay  than  first- 
class  mechanics,  simply  because  they  may  be 
our  personal  friends?  Why  should  we,  as  alder- 
men, vote  as  personal  friends  of  any  one?  I 
have  personal  friends  in  that  department,  men 
whom  I  should  be  sorry  to  say  a  word  against, 
men  whom  I  want  to  see  prosper  in  their  posi- 
tions. If  they  got  a  chance  to  earn  $3000  a  year 
in  an  outside  position  I  should  most  cheerfully, 
if  it  was  in  my  power,  recommend  them  for  tile 
place,  but  I  don't  think  that  the  city  of  Boston 
ought  to  increase  the  salaries  in  that  depart- 
ment. I  think  I  would  not  be  acting  according 
to  the  oath  which  I  took  when  I  came  into  this 
Board  if  I  should  consent  to  give  my  vote  for 
what  I  believe  is  simply  an  opportunity  to  please 
one's  friends,  and  I  want  to  say  now  that  I  don't 
take  exceptions  to  my  associates  on  the  com- 


mittee. I  believe  that  their  judgment  in  the 
matter  is  as  honest  as  my  own,  and  I  believe 
that  they  may  honestly  differ  with  rne.  I  be- 
lieve that  the  alderman  immediately  on  my  left 
has  stated  the  exact  truth  when  he  said 
that  he  would  have  refused  to  vote  for  it 
unless  he  thought  that  the  men  were  entitled 
to  the  salary,  but  because  a  man  has  $10,000  a 
year  or  $6  a  day  in  some  other  department,  and 
as  soon  as  his  capital  is  gone  there  may  be  a 
time  when  he  will  seek  a  position  in  City  Hall 
for  a  less  sum,  that  should  be  no  reason  why 
his  salary  should  be  increased.  He  should  take 
the  position  aiH  accept  the  pay  that  the  posi- 
tion offers  him.  and  he  should  not  ask  his 
friends  to  come  in  here  and  ask  that  his  salary 
be  increased. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  have  but  a  few  words  to 
say.  I  happen  to  know  several  persons  who 
are  engaged  in  that  department,  and  what  I 
rose  before  to  say  has  been  said  by  the  alder- 
man on  the  other  side,  that  they  are  more  than 
ordinary  mechanics.  You  might  have  first- 
class  mechanics,  and  yet  they  couldn't  take  the 
position  that  those  men  take.  I  know  several  of 
those  men  who  were  engaged  in  business  before 
they  went  there.  I  know  men  there  who  are 
able  to  get  $2000  outside,  but,  as  has  been  said  by 
the  alderman  opposite,  they  are  getting  along  in 
years  and,  perhaps,  would  not  work  so  hard  as 
they  did  when  they  were  younger.  But  their 
intelligence  is  there,  and  I  believe  that  those 
inspectors  require  intelligence  more  than  labor. 
I  believe  a  man  doesn't  mature  to  be .  a  first- 
class  manager  until  he  gets  to  be  of  an  age  or 
nearly  as  old  as  the  parties  who  are  holding 
that  position.  It  is  the  first  time  when  a  matter 
in  regard  to  skilled  labor  has  been  introduced 
when  there  has  been  no  difference  of  opinion 
about  skilled  labor.  I  think  it  is  the  first 
time  since  I  have  been  a  member  of  this  Board 
that  skilled  labor  has  been  brought  forward  and 
acknowledged  as  worth  more.  I  am  very  glad 
that  there  are  some  of  the  aldermen  on  commit- 
tees who  are  commencing  to  recognize  that 
skilled  labor  has  been  left  m  the  background. 
I  shall  vote  with  pleasure  to  raise  these  salaries 
because  I  know  personally,  being  in  the  busi- 
ness, that  they  are  inspectors  thoroughly  fitted 
for  the  work — not  because  it  makes  any  differ- 
ence to  me,  but  because  their  ability  is  such  that 
they  are  well  worth  the  salary  which  they  ask 
for.  That  is  what  I  intended  to  say  when  I  first 
rose  in  my  place,  but  the  alderman  opposite  took 
the  wind  out  of  my  sails. 

Aid.  Donovan— I  would  like  to  ask  if  the  ma- 
jority report  has  not  been  accepted? 

The  Chair— The  Chair  would  say  that  the 
majority  report  has  been  accepted,  but  having 
inadvertently  overlooked  the  minority  report  I 
allowed  the  gentleman  a  chance  to  move  to 
substitute  the  minority. 

Aid.  Donovan— Has  that  motion  been  recon- 
sidered? 

The  Chair— Not  at  all. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  called  the  attention  of 
the  chairman  to  the  fact  that  there  was  a  mi- 
nority report  before  the  putting  of  the  vote.  I 
thought  the  question  was  not  put. 

The  Chair— The  question  is  on  the  motion  of 
Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  to  substitute  the  minority  re- 
port for  that  of  the  majority. 

Aid.  Donovan — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,— the 
majority  report  having  been  accepted  the  mi- 
nority report  cannot  now  be  substituted  for  it 
without  reconsideration. 

The  Chair— [after  referring  to  the  record]— On 
the  point  of  order  raised  by  Aid.  Donovan  the 
Chair  will  be  obliged  to  rule  not  well  taken. 
The  Chair  will  make  an  explanation  to  the 
Board.  The  Chair  made  the  statement  to  the 
Board  that  the  report  was  accepted,  but  did  not 
put  the  vote  and  made  no  declaration.  There- 
fore the  papers  are  in  the  possession  of  the 
Board. 

Aid.  Donovan— Then  the  Chair  was  wrong  in 
conveying  the  information  to  me  that  the  report 
had  been  accepted. 

The  Chair— The  Chair  stands  corrected.  The 
question  is  on  substitution. 

The  motion  to  substitute  the  minority  report 
for  that  of  the  majority  was  declared  lost.  Aid, 
N.  G.  Smith  doubted  the  vote  and  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays.  The  motion  to  substitute  was 
lost;  yeas  2,  nays  10;  Aid.  Haynes  and  N.  G. 
Smith  voting  yea. 

The  question  then  came  on  accepting  the  ma- 
jority report,  on  which  Aid.  N.  G  Smith  called 
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for  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  majority  report  was 
accepted;  yeas  11,  nay  l;  Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  vo- 
ting nay. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  the  ordinance  was 
read  a  second  time,  and  the  question  came  on  its 
passage,  on  which  Aid.  N.  6.  Smith  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays.  The  ordinance  was  passed ; 
yeas  10,  nay  1 ;  Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  voting  nay. 

Aid.  Sullivan  moved  to  reconsider ; lost.  Sent 
down. 

OCCUPATION  OF  STREETS. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Inspection  of 
Buildings  on  the  papers  (referred  as  unfinished 
business  of  last  year)  relating  to  the  occupation 
of  streets  for  building  purposes,  and  also,  by  the 
Common  Council,  the  ordinance  to  amend  Chap- 
ter 28  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1885,  where  it 
relates  to  the  same  subject — That  the  said  ordi- 
nance ought  to  pass.  The  ordinance  has  been 
transmitted  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
and  the  form  thereof  approved  by  them,  under 
the  requirements  of  the  joint  rules.  . 

The  ordinance  is  as  follows : 
An  Ordinance 
To  amend  Chapter  28  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1885. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Chapter  28  of  the  Revised  Ordi- 
nances of  1885,  as  amended  by  Chapter  25  of  the 
ordinances  of  1886,  is  hereby  further  amended  by 
striking  out  of  Section  8  of  said  ordinance,  all 
after  the  word  "occupation"  in  the  tenth  line  of 
said  section,  and  inserting  the  following  in  place 
thereof : 

"And  the  person  to  whom  such  permit  is 
granted  shall  also  be  required  to  erect  and  main- 
tain, during  his  said  occupancy  of  the  public 
street,  a  way  for  the  use  of  foot  passengers,  at 
such  time  and  in  such  manner  as  the  said  in- 
spector may  direct." 

Report  accepted,  ordinance  passed  under  sus- 
pension of  the  rule.    Sent  down, 

WARDROOM   IN  WARD  7. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  on  the  order  direct- 
ing the  superintendent  of  public  buildings  to 
provide  more  suitable  accommodations  for  a 
wardroom  for  the  citizens  of  Ward  7— That  in 
their  opinion  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted,  and  said  order  passed  under 
a  suspension  of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

RULE  6  OF  THE  BOARD. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Rules  on  the  part  of  this  Board  on  the 
order  to  amend  Rule  6  of  the  rules  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen— That  no  action  is  necessary,  as 
the  matter  is  covered  by  Rule  17. 

Accepted. 

STABLES. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health  (Aid.)  of  leave  to  withdraw  on 
the  following  petitions: 

Henry  J.  Godfrey,  to  occupy  an  old  wooden 
building  for  one  horse  at  junction  of  Dorchester 
avenue  and  Adams  street.  Ward  24. 

N.  Y.  Brintnall,  to  occupy  an  old  wooden 
building  for  32  horses  on  Miller  street,  No.  36, 
Ward  5. 

Reports  accepted. 

ASSIGNMENT    OF    OFFICES    AT    BEACON    STREET 
BUILDING. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
on  the  communication  of  the  superintendent  of 
public  buildings,  in  relation  to  the  recent  as- 
signment of  offices  in  the  building  Nos.  12  and 
14  Beacon  street,  to  the  various  city  depart- 
ments—recommending the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing order  changing  the  assignment  of  offices 
heretofore  made : 

Ordered,  That  the  following  changes  be  made 
in  the  assignment  heretofore  made  of  offices  in 
the  building  Nos.  12  and  14  Beacon  street,  to  the 
various  city  departments,  namely : 

The  room  formerly  assigned  to  the  sealer  of 
weights  and  measures  to  be  assigned  to  the 
board  of  directors  for  public  institutions. 

The  room  formerly  assigned  to  the  inspector 
of  milk  and  vinegar  and  tin'  truant  officers,  to 
be  assigned  to  the  superintendent  of  health. 

The  rooms  formerly  assigned  to  the  superin- 
tendent of  health  to  be  assigned  to  the  truant 
officers. 


Rooms  22,  23,  24  and  25  to  be  assigned  to  the  in- 
spector of  milk  and  vinegar. 

Rooms  26  and  27  to  be  assigned  to  the  Board  of 
Health. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed,  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule.  Sent  down.  Aid.  Donovan 
moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

IMPROVED   SEWERAGE  DWELLING  HOUSES. 

Aid.  Haynes  offered  an  order— That  the  city 
architect  proceed  with  the  erection  of  the  dwel- 
ling houses  on  the  land  owned  by  the  city  at 
the  pumping  station.  Old  Harbor  Point,  to  be 
charged  to  the  special  appropriation  for  dwel- 
ling houses,  improved  sewerage. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Sent 
down. 

WATER  METERS. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  offered  an  order— That  the 
Water  Board  be  directed  to  report  as  soon  as 
convenient  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  what  has 
been  gained  to  the  water  takers  of  Boston  by  the 
adoption  of  the  Tremont  water  meter;  what 
sums  of  money  has  the  department  expended 
for  repairs  on  Tremont  meters;  what  meters 
have  been  purchased  and  used  by  the  depart- 
ment during  the  past  year  and  how  many ;  what 
is  the  balance  on  hand  of  appropriated  money 
for  the  purchase  of  recording  meters ;  how  many 
of  the  4000  Tremont  meters  purchased  by  the 
city  are  in  service  today ;  have  any  of  the  Tre- 
mont meters  failed  to  give  the  guaranteed  12- 
months  service,  if  so  how  many  and  what  dis- 
position was  made  of  them. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Sent 
down. 

NEW  COURT  HOUSE. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  offered  an  order— That  per- 
mission be  hereby  granted  to  D.  H.  Cram  &  Co, 
to  locate  four  posts  for  temporary  use  in  Ashbur- 
ton  place  and  three  posts  in  Somerset  street, 
said  posts  to  be  used  for  securing  derricks  dur- 
ing the  construction  of  the  foundation  of  the 
new  Court  House. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

SALARIES  OF  DEPUTY  SEALERS  OF  WEIGHTS  AND 
MEASURES. 

Aid.  Capen  offered  the  following; 
An  Ordinance 
To  Amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1885. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  l.  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1885  is  hereby  amended  in  the  clause  estab- 
lishing the  salaries  of  the  deputy  sealers  of 
weights  and  measures,  by  striking  out  the  word 
"four"  and  inserting  the  word  six,"  in  place 
thereof. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

CLOSING  OF  CHARLES-RIVER  BRIDGE. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an  order— That  the 
superintendent  of  bridges  is  hereby  authorized 
to  close  Charles-river  bridge  to  public  travel  for 
the  purpose  of  putting  in  new  engine  and  boiler. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

THAYER-STREET    WIDENING. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an  order— That  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  be  requested  to 
widen  Thayer  street  between  Harrison  avenue 
and  Albany  street,  and  lay  out  the  same  as  a 
public  way. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Streets. 

LAND  DAMAGES. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  orders  to  pay,  on  the 
usual  conditions,  for  land  taken  and  all  damages 
occasioned  by  the  laying  nut  of  Sackville  (form- 
erly Webster)  street,  and  by  grading  said  street 
to  the  grade  established  therefor,  as  follows,: 

Margaret  Conway,  $200;  Elizabeth  A.  Waugh, 
$2350. 

Also  orders  to  pay  for  land  taken  and  all  dam- 
ages occasioned  by  the  widening  of  Norfolk 
street  at  Dorchester,  as  follows: 

Albert  F.  Cole,  $100;  Celia  F.  Barnes,  $210; 
Genevieve  A.  Gould,  $125. 

Orders  severally  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule.  Aid.  Sullivan  moved  to  reconsider ; 
lost. 

REPAVING  OF  DOVER   STREET. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  offered  an  order— That  the 
superintendent  of  streets  be  requested  to  in- 
clude in  his  estimate  of  expenditures  for  the 
financial  year  of  1887-88  a  sum  sufficient  to  re- 
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pave   Dover  street,  frorn  Shawmut  avenue   to 
Washington  street,  with  granite  blocks. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Appropriations. 
Subsequently  the  reference  was,  on  motion  of 
Aid.  C.  W.  Smith,  reconsidered,  and  the  order 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

EXAMINATION  OF  ACCOUNTS     OF    CITY    CLERK'S 
DEPARTMENT. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  City  Clerk's  Department  be  au- 
thorized to  employ  an  expert  accountant  to  ex- 
amine the  accounts  of  the  department  for  not 
exceeding  five  years  past,  the  expense  thus  in- 
curred to  be  charged  to  the  contingent  fund  of 
joint  committees. 

Passed,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Sent 
down. 

PAVING  DEPARTMENT  LAND— BACK  BAY. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Paving  be  requested  to  consider 
and  report  as  to  the  expediency  of  disposing  of 
a  piece  of  land  situated  between  the  Boston  & 
Albany  railroad  and  a  passageway  leading  to 
Hereford  street,  owned  by  the  city  of  Boston, 
and  in  charge  of  the  paving  department. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

SALARIES  OF  REGISTRARS  OF  VOTERS. 

Aid.  Donovan  offered  the  following: 
An  Ordinance 
To  amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1885. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1885  is  hereby  amended  in  the  clause  estab- 
lishing the  salaries  of  the  members  of  the  Board 
of  Registrars  of  Voters  by  striking  out  the  words 


"Twenty-five  hundred"'  and  inserting  the  words 
"three  thousand"  in  place  thereof. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

ELECTRIC  WIRES. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Electric  Wires  recommending  the 
passage  of  orders  as  follows : 

1.  Granting  permission  to  the  Brush  Electric 
Lighting  Company  to  erect  one  pole  on  Merri- 
mac  street  in  front  of  No.  172,  according  to  a  blue 
dot  on  plan  dated  Dec.  1, 1884.  (Appended  to  the 
order  are  the  usual  conditions.) 

2.  Ordered,  That  the  Brush  Electric  Lighting 
Company  be  authorized  to  remove  a  pole  on 
Merrimac  street  numbered  1,  on  a  plan  made  by 
Crafts  &  Forbes,  dated  Dec.  l,  1884,  and  deposited 
in  the  office  of  the  superintendent  of  streets. 

Orders  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 
state  aid. 

Aid.  Maguire  offered  an  order— That  the  city 
treasurer  be  authorized  to  pay  on  the  21st  inst. 
the  amounts  of  State  aid  allowed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  State  Aid  for  the  month  of  February. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

a  question  raised. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  should  like  to  inquire 
what  position  the  city  would  he  placed  in  in  ref- 
erence to  damages,  should  an  accident  occur  on 
one  of  those  vehicles  used  to  convey  passengers 
from  Cambridge  to  Boston.  They  are  running, 
I  believe,  without  any  license. 

The  Chair— The  Chair  thinks  that  would  be  a 
question  for  the  corporation  counsel  to  decide. 

Adjourned  at  6.58  P.  M.,  on  motion  of  Aid. 
Haynes. 
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Proceedings   of    the   Common    Council. 


Thursday,  Feb.  17, 1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  at 
7.30  P.M.,  President  Barry  in  the  chair. 

By  direction  of  the  president  the  roll  was 
called  with  the  following'  result: 

Present — Atwood,  Barry,  Blume,  Bowman, 
Burr,  Carroll.  Carstensen.  Clark,  Cochran, 
Coleman,  Davern,  Desmond,  Dewey,  Dunn. 
Fisher,  Foss.  Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost,  J.  Galla- 
gher, P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Haggerty.  Hayes, 
Keiiher,  Ladd,  Lattimore,  Lauten,  Leary,  Mc- 
Enaney,  McKenna.  MeNary,  F.  Morison.  F.  R. 
Morrison.  J.  J.  Murphy.  W.  H. Murphy,  Norton. 
Nunan,  Perkins,  C.  C.  Powers,  E.  J.  Powers, 
Reilly,  Richards,  Sanger,  Shaw,  Short,  E.  Sulli- 
van. J.  fi.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan.  Sundberg 
Teevans,  Tracy,  Tuttle,  Webster,  Whall.  Whit- 
more — 56. 

Absent— Chamberlain.  Connolly.  Coyle,  Dolan, 
Duggan,  Harrington,  Kelley,  Kennedy,  Light, 
Ma'honey,  J.  Murphy,  O'Mealey,  Perry,  Snow. 
Thayer,  Wilson— 16. 

OLD  FRANKLIN   SCHOOLHOUSE. 

The  President  offered  an  order— That  so 
much  of  the  order  approved  May  25,  1877,  relat- 
ing to  the  construction  of  the  English  High  and 
Latin  school  buildings,  and  providing  for  the 
payment  of  the  same  from  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  certain  school  properties,  as  relates  to 
the  sale  of  the  old  Franklin  Schoolhouse  on 
Washington  street,  near  Dover  street,  be  hereby 
rescinded. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

CITY  CONTRACTS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  consider  and  report 
any  alterations  which  may  be  advisable  in 
Chapter  16  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1885. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

TRANSFERS  OF  SINKING  FUND. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order— That  the 
Commissioners  of  Sinking  Funds  are  hereby  au- 
thorized to  transfer  the  surplus  of  any  sinking 
fund  above  the  entire  amount  of  the  debt  for 
the  payment  of  which  said  fund  was  established 
to  such  other  fund  or  funds  in  their  control  as 
they  may  deem  advisable. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  to  suspend  the  rule  in 
order  that  the  order  may  take  its  second  read- 
ing at  the  present  time.  In  that  case  I  will  ex- 
plain the  matter  very  briefly.  It  is  a  matter  of 
pressing  necessity 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  question  came 
on  giving  the  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  matter  stands  exactly 
thus:  AVe  have  an  old  sinking  fund  to  provide 
for  about  §3,000.000  worth  of  city  debt.  The 
sinking  fund  has  now  accumulated  all  the 
money  that  is  requisite  to  pay  off  the  debt  when 
it  accrues,  which  will  not  be  for  some  five 
years  to  come ;  and  in  fact,  it  has  some  $400,000 
more  in  money  to  its  credit  than  is  required  to 
pay  the  entire  debt,  for  which  it  is  the  sinking 
fund,  when  it  accrues.  For  several  years 
there  has  been  an  accumulation  of  this 
fund  in  excess  of  the  amount  of  the  debt, 
and  it  stands  at  a  dead  loss  to  the  city 
at  the  present  time,  because  it  is  an  ex- 
cess of  money  devoted  to  a  particular  pur- 
pose. The  desire  of  the  financial  department 
of  the  city  is  to  be  able  to  transfer  the  amount 
from  one  sinking  fund  to  another ;  to  take  this 
.$400,000,— or  $413,000  I  believe  the  exact  amount 
is— over  and  above  the  full  amount  to  be  paid 
hereafter,  and  transfer  it  to  the  other  general 
sinking  funds,  which  will,  of  course,  relieve  the 
city  of  Boston,  and  its  debits  and  credits  to  that 
extent.  I  will  say,  sir,  that  I  have  consulted  the 
city  auditor  in  regard  to  it,  and  I  feel  authorized 
to  say  that  it  is  as  simple  and  plain  a  matter  as 
I  have  stated.  It  is  not  to  expend  any  money. 
It  is  merely  to  take  it  from  a  sinking  fund 
which  is  completely  full  and  running  over,  and 
give  it  to  another  sinking  fund. 


Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman 
if  the  effect  would  not  be  to  so  increase  the  sink- 
ing fund  to  which  it  is  applied,  that  the  annual 
accretion  of  that  sinking  fund  from  the  usual 
income  of  the  city  would  not  be  necessary? 

Mr.  Whitmore— Mr.  President,  as  I  am  una- 
ware to  which  particular  sinking  fund  it  will  be 
applied,  I  cannot  answer  the  gentleman's  ques- 
tion. I  only  know  this  much,  that  if  it  relieves 
and  helps  fill  up  any  sinking  fund,  so  much  the 
better  for  the  city  of  Boston.  We  have  a  defi- 
nite scale  upon  which  we  are  presumed  to  put 
money  into  every  sinking  fund,  so  much  every 
year,  depending  on  the  length  of  the  time  for 
which  the  loan  was  contracted.  But  that  esti- 
mate has  always  been  in  excess  of  what  is  abso- 
lutely required,  and  the  result  is  that  the  Sink- 
ing Fund  Commissioners  do  not  put  it  there 
after  it  is  found  to  be  growing  up  so  that  it  will 
meet  the  whole  face  of  the  loan  when  it  is  due. 
But  with  the  loans  which  will  accrue  10  or  20 
years  from  now,  we  cannot  tell  in  advance  what 
the  effect  of  now  putting  in  $400,000  will 
be.  Of  course  it  will  relieve  us  toward 
the  end  of  the  term  to  that  amount; 
but  exactly  what  that  amount  will  be 
I  have  not  figured  out,  and  I  do  not  exactly  un- 
derstand the  pertinency  of  the  inquiry.  It  will 
help  us  to  have  the  money  in  the  other  sinking: 
funds. 

Mr.  Dewey — I  take  it  that  in  a  matter  of  this 
sort  a  little  delay  will  not  be  of  any  disadvan- 
tage. I  move  that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  hope  that  the  matter  will 
not  lie  over,  because  it  is  a  matter  which  wants 
to  be  taken  up  at  once,  so  that  the  estimate  of 
the  auditor  may  be  prepared  in  reference  to  the 
sums  of  money  that  are  to  be  raised  this  year. 
There  is  nothing  to  be  gained  that  I  can  imagine 
by  referring  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  I 
believe  that  I  am  as  fully  informed  in  regard  to 
this  very  simple  matter  as  any  gentleman  can  be, 
and  I  am  ready  to  answer  all  questions.  But  to 
refer  the  matter  to  the  Committee  on  Finance 
will  take  it  a  week,  and  perhaps  two  weeks. 
And  it  is,  I  may  say,  the  desire  of  the  auditor  to 
know  how  he  is  to  frame  his  estimates,  particu- 
larly in  regard  to  the  amount  of  the  items  which 
he  is  to  put  in  for  interest,  and  the 
amounts  to  be  paid  into  the  sinking 
fund  for  the  present  year.  It  will  make 
a  very  decided  difference-  in  his  figures, 
whether  he  has  got  to  figure  for  $400,000  more, 
on  the  amount  that  is  to  be  appropriated,  than 
if  he  knows  now  that  he  can  transfer  this 
amount.  As  I  have  said  before,  I  am  willing  to 
answer  any  question :  but  I  sincerely  hope  that 
the  motion  to  refer  to  the  committee,  which  is 
only  an  unnecessary  delay,  will  not  prevail  at 
the  present  time.  It  is  an  order  which  comes  in 
the  most  authoritative  form,  and  I  hope  the  mo- 
tion will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Dewey — The  gentleman  who  offered  this 
order  undoubtedly  understands  the  full  scope  of 
it.  I  must  say  that  I  do  not.  Perhaps  some 
other  members  of  this  Council  understand  it, 
but  I  think  the  chances  are  that  a  majority  do 
not.  The  Committee  on  Finance  have  a  meeting 
called,  I  think,  for  next  Monday.  This  matter 
can  then  come  up,  and  a  reference  to  that  com- 
mittee will  necessitate  a  delay  of  but  one  week. 
The  reading  of  the  order  shows  that  this  is  a 
matter  of  some  magnitude,  and  I  think  of  con- 
siderable importance.  I  never  like  to  vote 
hastily  on  any  matter  which  is  of  moment,  with- 
out some  time  for  consideration,  or  without 
knowing  something  about  the  order.  I  should 
think  that  a  conservative  and  safe  way  for  us  to 
act  would  be  to  refer  this  order  to  some  commit- 
tee which  is  competent  to  inquire  into  the  mat- 
ter. During  the  week  we  can  individually  in- 
quire into  it,  and  at  the  next  meeting  of  this 
Council  the  committee  can  make  a  report.  I 
hope  the  matter  will  be  referred. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  have  been  considering 
whether  this  matter  conies  under  the  16th  Joint 
Rule,  which  says  that  no  order  authorizing  the 
borrowing  of  money  or  a  transfer  from  one  ap- 
propriation to  another,  shall  be  passed  except 
by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  whole  number  of 
members  present.  It  seems  to  me  a  very  close 
matter  to  decide  whether  it  is  a  transfer  from 
one  appropriation  to  another ;  but  rather  than 
have  any  question  as  to  the  validity  of  our  ac- 
tion, I  move  that  we  suspend  the  16th  Joint 
Rule  and  any  other  joint  rule  that  may  be  neces- 
sary, in  order  that  final  action  may  be  taken  to- 
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night.  And  again  I  say,  sir,  that  the  gentle- 
man has,  in  my  estimation,  given  no  reason 
whatever  for  the  delay.  I  have,  given,  it  seems 
to  me,  very  good  reasons  for  prompt  action.  I  have 
stated  to  the  gentleman  informally,  and  I  will 
now  state  to  the  Council,  that  the  order  comes 
directly  from  the  Auditor's  Department ;  and  the 
reason  is,  as  I  have  already  stated,  that  the  au- 
ditor is  hound  at  once  to  make  up  his  estimates 
for  the  year.  He  has  to  provide  m  them  for  the 
sum  of  money  required  for  sinking  fund,  inter- 
est and  everything  of  the  kind.  It  is  due  to  the 
auditor,  unless  there  is  a  much  hetter  reason  to 
the  contrary  than  has  yet  been  given  by  the  gen- 
tleman, that  the  Council  should  at  this  time, 
and  at  his  request,  decide  the  matter  for  itself 
now.  It  is  not  a  matter  of  expending  any  mone  v 
of  the  sinking  fund  whatever.  I  make  the 
statement  on  the  direct  authority  of  the  audi- 
tor, having  seen  the  figures  in  his  handwriting, 
to  the  effect  that  the  sinking  fund  is  now  full 
for  the  payment  of  the  whole  loan,  and  §413,000 
in  excess  has  accumulated,  and  is  lying  idle, 
doing  the  city's  credit  no  good  whatever.  It 
seems  to  me  the  simplest  thing  in  the  world  is  to 
authorize  him  to  transfer  it — m  reality,  author- 
izing the  commissioners  on  the  sinking  funds  to 
direct  him  to  do  it— and  thereby  relieve  the  city 
of  Boston  to  that  extent  at  this  time.  On  that 
matter,  as  the  first  motion  requires  the  yeas  and 
nays,  I  move  that  Joint  Rule  16,  and  any  other 
rule,  be  suspended,  in  order  that  the  order  may 
be  passed. 

Mr.  Richards— I  believe  that  this  is  one  of  the 
matters  upon  which  we  ought  to  make  haste 
slowly.  I  should  like  to  have  the  opportunity 
of  talking-  with  the  Sinking  Fund  Commission- 
ers, to  learn  about  what  funds  we  transfer  from, 
and  in  what  cases  the  sinking  fund  amounts  to 
the  debt.  I  sincerely  hope  the  motion  to  suspend 
the  rule  will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Lauten— I  suppose  the  city  auditor  has  a 
perfect  right  to  request  any  member  of  the  City 
Council  to  speak  for  him ;  but  I  think  it  is  some- 
what singular  he  should  go  outside  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance.  There  were  four  members 
who  met  with  the  gentleman  last  Monday,  and 
he  never  mentioned  the  subject.  I  hope  that 
the  matter  will  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

Mr.  Gomez— I  ask  for  the  reading  of  the  order. 

The  clerk  read  the  order. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  suspend- 
ing the  rules. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  hope,  Mr.  President,  the  rules 
will  not  be  suspended.  It  does  not  seem  to  me 
that  it  is  necessary,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  there 
are  now  a  number  of  weeks,  probably,  before 
the  estimates  for  the  appropriations  will  be 
forthcoming.  There  is  plenty  of  time  for  us  to 
consider  this  matter  further,  and  I  think  it  is 
unfair  toward  members  of  the  Council  to  spring 
so  important  a  matter  upon  us  at  this  time, 
without  any  opportunity  for  us  to  investigate  as 
to  the  effect  of  such  an  order.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  may  have  satisfied  himself  that 
this  measure  ought  to  be  passed,  but  certainly 
we  ought  to  have  an  opportunity  to  satisfy  our- 
selves,—some  opportunity,  at  least,  if  the  order 
is  one  that  deserves  our  approval.  We  cannot 
consider  so  important  an  order  as  this, 
involving,  perhaps,  various  considerations. 
It  is  impossible  for  us  to  go  into  it 
in  this  brief  time.  It  is  impossible  for 
members  here  to  even  debate  this  matter  upon 
its  merits,  because  we  do  not  know  what  its 
merits  are  until  we  give  it  some  attention.  I 
trust  that  fairness  will  be  shown  here,  and  that 
the  rules  will  not  be  suspended ;  and  I  ask  that 
when  the  vote  is  taken  it  be  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  Whall— I  sincerely  hope  that  we  shall  get 
at  this  matter  at  once.  I  believe  that  the 
urgency  of  the  case  demands  that  the  rule 
should  be  suspended,  and  we  should  give  the 
auditor  the  relief  he  desires.  We  are  not  pass- 
ing a  measure  that  will  involve  any  extra  ap- 
propriation. We  are  only  allowing  the  auditor 
to  transfer  to  the  different  sinking  funds  bal- 
ances which  remain  from  this  financial  year, 
and  by  thus  transferring  them  we  save  to  the 
citizens  of  Boston  so  much  of  the  tax  levy,  pro 
rata,  for  the  next  year.  We  are  only  allowing 
the  taxpayers  to  avail  themselves  of  the  bal- 
ances which  are  left  from  the  different  sinking 
funds  of  the  present  year.  I  cannot  see  any  rea- 
sonable objection  which  should  be  urged  against 
it.    Being  a  money  measure,  and  naturally  com- 


ing within  the  province  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  I  would  be  among  the  first  to  have  the 
matter  referred  to  that  committee  for  con- 
sideration, if  I  thought  there  was  any  prin- 
ciple at  stake,  or  if  the  interests  of  the 
city  of  Boston  were  hazarded.  But  I  see 
it  is  only  a  matter  of  mere  executive  detail,  giv- 
ing to  the  city  auditor  the  right  which  any  busi- 
ness man  would  give  to  his  head  book-keeper. 
I  believe  the  auditor's  request  is  a  reasonable 
one,  and  I  am  influenced  in  that  belief  by  the 
fact  that  allowing  him  to  have  his  request  grant- 
ed will  so  much  decrease  the  tax  levy  of  next 
year. 

Mr.  Blume— I  desire  to  have  the  order  read  in 
order  that  members  may  be  able  to  vote  under- 
standingly. 

The  clerk  read  the  order. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  desire  the  Council  again  to 
notice  the  wording:  of  this.  It  is  that  the  Com- 
missioners of  Sinking  Funds  be  authorized  to  do 
it.  Now,  sir,  I  understand  that  the  only  trouble 
which  arose  was  on  account  of  the  wording  of 
our  own  ordinance,  Chapter  16,  Section  5,  which 
is  that— 

"When  a  debt  of  the  city  becomes  due  the  said 
board  shall  pay  over  and  transfer  to  the  city 
treasurer  all  funds  which  they  may  hold  as  a 
sinking  fund  for  said  debt,  or  so  mnch  of  said 
funds  as  may  be  required  for  the  payment  of 
such  debt;  and  the  balance  of  such  funds,  if 
any,  shall  be  transferred  by  them  to  such  other 
sinking  fund  as  they  may  deem  advisable," 

Now  that  is  exactly  what  we  ask  for ;  to  trans- 
fer the  balance,  that  will  not  be  needed,  to  an- 
other sinking  fund.  We  have  said  that  it  is 
right  and  proper,  and  have  put  it  in  our  ordi- 
nance. But,  unfortunately,  the  ordinance  hav- 
ing been  copied  from  some  old  ordinance,  it  says 
it  is  to  be  done  when  the  debt  is  paid  off.  Well, 
now,  sir,  as  I  understand  it,  the  Sinking  Fund 
Commissioners  say  that  they  don't  see,- under 
the  exact  wording  of  the  ordinance,  that  they 
can  make  that  transfer  for  five  years  to  come, 
but  if  we  will  modify  the  ordinance— as  we  in 
reality  do  by  passing  an  order  to  this  effect— 
they  can  now  applv  it  just  as  well  as  they  can 
do  it  five  years  from  now.  That  is  carrying  out 
exactly  the  principle  laid  down  in  the  ordi- 
nance, which  is  common  sense  and  good  finan- 
ciering. When  you  have  provided  for  the  pay- 
ment of  your  debt,  and  have  your  greenbacks  m 
hand  with  which  to  pay  the  face  of  the  notes, 
why  should  you  hold  any  surplus?  When  that 
can  be  done,  the  ordinance  says,  transfer  it  with- 
out any  it's  or  huts,  or  going  to  the  Finance 
Committee  or  anywhere  else.  But  techni- 
cally the  ordinance  says  it  is  to  be  done  after 
the  payment  of  the  loan.  They  have  found 
themselves  hampered  by  that  condition.  It  was 
not  put  into  the  ordinance  for  any  extra  se- 
curity. Itwas  plainly  an  oversight  in  drafting 
the  ordinance  originally.  Now,  sir,  for  five  years 
we  shall  carry  to  the  credit  of  that  sinking  fund 
tliis  large  sum  of  money  that  will  not  lie  needed 
for  five  years  to  come.  If  the  loan  could  be  paid 
off  today  the  four  hundred  and  odd  thousand 
dollars  would  be  transferred  and  appropriated 
just  exactly  as  this  order  says.  Now,  sir,  I  sav 
that  if  you  send  it  to  the  Finance  Committee 
or  any  other  committee  they  would  not  get  any 
more  information  than  this  exact  statement 
that  I  have  made,  and  that  is  the  reason  I  do  not 
want  to  see  it  referred  to  them.  I  have  told  you 
the  inconvenience  which  will  result  from  delay. 
I  have  offered  the  order  on  the  representation  of 
the  department.  They  want  to  make  up  their  esti- 
mates exactly  for  the  requirements  of  the  sink- 
ing funds.  It  is  not  a  question  as  V-  the  size  of 
the  appropriation  except  what  the  law  requires, 
If  they  can  save  anything  in  the  tax  levy  be- 
cause of  having  the  money  already  on  hand, 
they  ought  to  be  allowed  to  do  it,  and  ought  to 
be  put  in  a  way  to  do  it.  Again,  I  say  that  if 
there  has  been  any  hard  feeling  created  in  the 
breast  of  anybody  by  the  fact  that  the  auditor 
came  to  me  instead  of  the  chairman  of  the  Fi- 
nance Committee,  I  can  only  say  it  is  because 
he  happened  to  come  across  me,  because  he  sees 
me  every  week  here  in  City  Hall,  and  I  am  hap- 
py to  say  that  I  go  into  his  office  quite  often.  I 
don't  know  that  he  did  anything  very  wrong  in 
asking  me  to  present  the  order  and  make  the 
explanation.  If  the  dignity  of  any  member  of 
the  Finance  Committee  has  been  touched,  I 
apologize  to  him  for  presenting  the  order  and 
making  the  statement  to  the  Council.  I  hope 
that  no  apology  will  be  needed  for  making  a 
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statement  so  plain  and  simple,  and  so  much  for 
the  interest  of  the  city  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  F.  Morison— If  I  understand  the  wording 
of  this  order  it  is  simply  to  authorize  the  Sink- 
ing Fund  Commissioners  to  do  this  and  does  not 
make  it  obligatory  upon  them  to  do  so.  There- 
fore it  seems  to  me  that,  the  decision  coming 
upon  them,  it  will  be  wise  for  us  to  pass  the  or- 
der and  leave  it  for  them  to  say  whether  it  shall 
be  done. 

Mr.  Dewey— It  is  evident  from  the  exhaus- 
tive remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  that  this  is  a  subject  upon  which  something 
can  be  said.  It  is  evident  that  it  is  not  a  matter 
which  any  one  can  see  without  explanation, 
otherwise  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  who  is 
so  seldom  heard,  would  not  take  up  the  time  of 
the  Council  in  explaining  a  matter  of  this  sort. 
Notwithstanding  what  has  been  said  in  favor  of 
hurrying  this  matter  through,  I  am  still  con- 
vinced that  we  had  best  let  the  matter  go  to  a 
committee.  I  care  not  who  drew  the  order.  If  the 
city  auditor  drew  it  and  it  is  a  plan  of  his,  he 
should  have  put  it  in  before  this  time.  If  it  was 
so  necessary  that  this  order  should  be  passed  as 
early  as  the  17th  of  February,  it  was  the  busi- 
ness of  the  city  auditor  to  put  this  order  in  dur- 
ing the  month  of  January.  If  he  is  put  to  any 
inconvenience  on  account  of  the  delay,  he  has 
no  one  to  blame  but  himself.  I  trust  the  rules 
will  not  be  suspended. 

Mr.  Ladd— The  gentleman  from  Ward  12  says 
that  this  is  sound  financial  policy,  and  he  says  it 
is  so  because  it  is  merely  to  transfer  this  money 
from  one  sinking  fund  to  another  sinking  fund, 
and  it  cannot  be  transferred  in  accordance  with 
the  ordinance  because  the  debt  it  was  designed 
to  secure  is  not  yet  due  and  will  not  be  due  until 
live  vears  hence.  Now,  I  think  I  can  answer  the 
gentleman's  statements  and  show  that  it  is  not 
a  sound  financial  policy.  The  sinking  funds  are 
necessarily  invested  in  some  kind  of  securities 
or  property  which  can  be  converted  into 
money.  Those  sinking  funds  are  not  money.  Now 
the  property,  the  bonds  or  securities,  that  they 
are  invested  in,  may  depreciate  before  the  debt 
they  were  designed  to  secure  comes  due,  if  it 
becomes  due  in  five  years  from  now ;  and  if  they 
do  depreciate,  then  if  we  take  away  this  bal- 
ance now  there  will  not  be  money  enough  in 
that  sinking  fund  to  pay  that  debt.  Perhaps  the 
thing  is  unlikely  and  perhaps  it  will  not  hap- 
pen, Tout  it  may  happen ;  and  a  sound  financier 
is  bound  to  provide  against  every  contingency 
whatever.  This  is  a  contingency  which  may 
arise  in  this  case ;  and  therefore  it  seems  to  me, 
without  further  investigation  in  this  matter, 
which  I  have  asked  for,  that  by  the  transfer  of 
this  appropriation  from  this  sinking  fund  now, 
five  years  before  the  debt  is  due,  we  may  render 
insecure  the  bonds  that  this  sinking  fund  is  de- 
signed to  secure ;  and  therefore  it  may  be  im- 
peached as  an  unsound  financial  policy. 

Mr.  Blxjme— I  do  not  rise  to  oppose  this  order ; 
but  I  do  rise  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  to  give  us  a  little  further  information.  It  is 
somewhat  of  a  puzzle  to  me  how  $400,000  came 
to  be  lying  around  loose  to  be  appropriated  and 
transferred  from  one  box  into  another.  If  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  will  explain  intelli- 
gently, as  I  have  no  doubt  he  can,  why  $400,000 
has  accumulated,  and  what  it  is  intended  now 
to  transfer  it  to,  it  will  overcome  any  scruples  I 
entertain  as  to  the  expediency  of  passing  this 
order. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Mr.  President,  in  reply  to  the 
question  asked  by  the  gentleman  who  has  just 
taken  his  seat,  I  understand  that  prior  to  1875, 
when  the  provision  for  the  new  sinking  fund 
was  made,  that  they  had  special  sinking  funds 
for  the  various  loans  that  were  made ;  and  they 
annually  put  into  the  sinking  funds  a  sum  that 
was  supposed,  with  its  accrued  interest,  to  pay 
off  the  debts,  and,  also,  from  the  peculiar  style 
of  financiering  which  was  in  vogue  here  in  other 
years,  whenever  there  were  any  unexpended 
balances  at  the  end  of  the  year,  they  used  to 
vote— I  think  there  was  an  ordinance  or  a  stand- 
ing order  to  that  effect— that  all  those  surpluses 
should  be  turned  into  the  sinking  fund.  Now, 
sir,  the  gentleman  will  very  easily  understand 
that  if  a  scheme  of  annual  deposits  for  the  sink- 
ing fund  had  been  created  so  that,  we  will  say, 
8  per  cent  a  year  was  put  in,  and  at  the  end  of  10 
years  the  accrued  interest  and  this  8  per  cent 
put  in  will  just  cover  it,  then  every  bit  of  the 
money  that  was  put  in  from  outside  upset  the 
fine  and  delicate  balances  which  had  been  pre- 


pared, and  the  result  was  that  the  sinking  fund 
had  got  in  by  far  more  money  than  was  neces- 
sary, So  much  so  that  for  the  last  three  or  four 
years  at  least  they  have  ceased  making  any  an- 
nual deposit  on  sinking  funds  on  loans  that  were 
contracted  before  1875;  because  they  knew 
there  would  be  more  than  money  enough  to  pay 
off  the  loans  when  due ;  and,  in  point  of  fact, 
five  years  before  the  loan  is  due  we  have  got  the 
face  value  of  $3,000,000  and  $400,000  besides,  and 
we  have  stopped  paying  in  for  the  last  three  or 
four  years.  Now,  sir,  I  understood,  as  well  as  I 
could  hear,  being  interrupted  by  conversation, 
that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  thinks  that 
that  property  will  not  be  worth  its  face  value 
five  years  from  now— 

Mr.  Ladd— I  will  correct  the  gentleman  if  he 
will  allow  me. 

Mi-.  Whitmoke— Certainly. 

Mr.  Ladd— By  stating  that  I  said  it  might  not 
be  worth  it. 

Mr.  Whitmore— As  I  understand  it  these 
sinking  funds  are  invested  in  bonds  of  the  city 
of  Boston  which  will  be  worth  the  face  of  thenx 
when  they  become  due;  and  if  they  are  not 
good  money  five  years  from  now  it  will  be  because 
the  city  of  Boston  is  bankrupt,  and  I  do  not 
think  it  is  worth  while  to  borrow  trouble  on 
that  score.  I  rather  think  five  years  from  now 
or  50  years  from  now,  the  city  of  Boston  will  be 
able  to  pay  every  dollar  of  outstanding  obliga- 
tion as  far  as  due.  But  if  we  cannot  pay  the 
$3,000,000  until  it  becomes  due  we  cannot  use  the 
$400,000  without  some  special  order.  Therefore 
I  think  that  little  piece  of  ingenious  specula- 
tion can  be  laid  aside.  I  say  again  that  the 
matter  will  be  exactly  within  the  scope  of  the 
ordinance,  the  only  difference  being  that  for 
the  first  time,  and  I  rather  think  it  has 
come  up  this  week,  which  was  the 
additional  reason  for  hurrying  up  the  matter, 
that  it  was  just  found  out  that  the  Sinking  Fund 
Commissioners  rather  doubted  that  under  the 
ordinance  they  could  transfer  that  balance  until 
the  loan  was  paid  off ;  and  that  they  had  no  fear 
but  what  the  money  would  be  here  five  years 
from  now,  because  they  have  got  the  bonds  for 
it  locked  up.  They  ask  now  to  do  just  what  the 
ordinance  allows  them  to  do,  to  transfer  it  to 
some  other  sinking  fund.  I  am  sorry  I  have  not 
got  the  auditor's  statement,  here  to  give  the  facts 
showing  exactly  how  it  stands.  The  Sinking 
Fund  Commissioners  keep  various  accounts, 
and  they  have  put  too  much  money  into  the 
sinking  fund  to  pay  loans  contracted  before  1875; 
and  in  another  specification  of  their  books  there 
is  so  much  money  put  away  and  accruing  to  pay 
loans  as  they  come  due,  which  were  incurred 
after  1875.  It  is  just  as  simple  and  easy  a  matter 
as  there  is  in  any  kind  of  book-keeping.  There 
will  be  no  actual  transfer  of  the  funds ; 
it  will  be  no  extra  risk  whatever.  It 
will  be  merely  saying  that  the  $400,000 
now  held  to  the  credit  of  Trust  A  shall 
go  to  the  credit  of  Trust  B ;  and  if  it  does  not, 
then  it  has  got  to  stay  until  Trust  A  has  been 
paid  off  five  years  from  now,  when  the  order 
says  it  will  be  turned  to  Trust  B.  But  in  the 
meantime  you  will  be  doing  just  what  has  been 
done  before.  You  will  be  taking  out  of  the  citi- 
zens every  year  in  the  form  of  taxes  more  than 
money  enough  to  make  that  sinking  fund  good, 
therefore  I  say  it  is  nonsense,  when  the  matter 
is  brought  before  us,  and  at  a  time  when  the  city 
of  Boston  is  actually  squeezed  and  crowded  for 
lack,  of  ready  money— it  is  folly  to  goon  and 
spend  $10,000  or  $20,000  or  $40,000,  raising  it  un- 
necessarily, to  pay  off  debts  which  are  not  due 
for  the  next  10  or  20  years.  It  is  exactly  the 
same  principle  that  the  nation  went  on  finan- 
cially, when  they  went  to  paying  the  national 
debt  so  much  in  advance  of  the  time  when  it 
would  be  due.  It  was  a  very  beautiful  thing  to 
do,  to  show  foreign  nations  what  we  could  do; 
but  as  a  matter  of  finance  it  was  utterly  absurd 
that  we  should  have  tried  to  pay  off  the  debt 
any  faster  than  there  was  need  of,  and  so  much 
in  advance  of  the  time  when  it  was  due.  And 
we  are  in  that  position  today.  With  the  ordi- 
nance before  us,  and  it  being  so  simple,  merely 
a  transfer  from  one  pocket,  into  another, 
it  will  ease  up  and  possibly  will  lighten 
the  burden  on  us  for  the  next  five  years.  I 
think  we  have  all  the  light  we  are  likely  to  have 
upon  this  matter.  In  regard  to  the  remark  of 
my  kind  friend  that  there  is  so  much  to  say  in 
regard  to  the  matter,  I  think  I  can  safely  say 
that  ordinarily  when  members  come  to  us  at  the 
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request  of  departments  for  us  to  allow  a  matter, 
we  allow  it  if  we  think  best.  This  merely  makes 
a  clerical  change  which  is  made  necessary  by 
the  fault  of  our  ordinances,  and  the  amount  of 
talk  there  has  been  was  brought  about  by  the 
unfounded  objection  of  the  gentleman  who 
wanted  to  send  it  to  a  committee. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  suspend- 
ing Joint  Rule  16  and  all  other  rules  that  affect 
the  order. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  call  the  Chair's  attention  to  the 
fact  that  I  asked  that  the  vote  be  taken  by  yeas 
and  nays. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  rise  to  the  point  of  order 
that  under  the  16th  Joint  Rule  it  must  be  taken 
by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  gentleman's  motion  is 
unnecessary. 

The  roll  was  called  and  the  rule  was  suspended : 
yeas  52.  nays  10 : 

i'eas — Atwood,  Barry,  Blume,  Bowman,  Burr, 
Carroll,  Chamberlain.  Clark,  Cochran.  Coleman, 
Desmond,  Dunn,  Fisher.  Foss,  Fottler,  Fowler. 
J.  Gallagher.  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Hag- 
gerty,  Harrington.  Hayes,  Keliher,  Kelley. 
Kennedy.  Lattimore,  Leary,  Mahoney,  McEna- 
ney,  McKenna,  McNary,  F.  Morison,  F.  R.  Mor- 
rison. J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Nunan 
Perkins,  Perry.  E.  J.  Powers,  Reilly,  Shaw. 
Short,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan.  R. 
Sullivan.  Sundberg,  Teevens,  Tracey,  Turtle. 
Whall,  Whitmore— 52. 

Nays — Carstensen,  Dewey,  Frost,  I.add,  Lau- 
ten.  Norton,  C.  C.  Powers,  Richards.  Sanger, 
Webster— 10. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Connolly,  Coyle.  Dav- 
ern,  Dolan.  Duggan,  Light,  J.  Murphy,  O'Mealey, 
Thayer.  Wilson — 10. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading  and 
put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Dewey— What  becomes  of  my  motion  to 
refer? 

The  President— That  was  superseded  by  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12. 

Mr.  Dewey— Do  1  understand  that  a  motion  to 
suspend  a  rule  cuts  off  a  motion  to  refer? 

The  President— Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Dewey— Then  I  renew  my  motion  that  it 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  President— The  clerk  will  state  the  mo- 
tion for  the  information  of  the  Council. 

Tin-  Clerk— Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  supend 
the  16th  joint  rule  and  any  other  joint  rule,  so 
that  the  order  might  be  put  upon  its  passage  at 
this  meeting. 

Mr.  Whall— I  move  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  declared  ordered, 
and  Mr.  Dewey  doubted  the  vote. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order. 

Mr.  Dewey- Mr.  President,  I  doubted  the 
vote. 

Mr.  Whall— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that  the 
expression  of  the  doubt  came  too  late. 

Mr.  Dewey-I  did  not  claim  that  the  second 
time  1  rose  during  this  moment  I  doubted  it,  but 
when  I  rose  immediately  upon  the  announce- 
ment of  the  vote.  I  said  then  I  doubted  the 
vote,  and  then  took  my  seat.  Then,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, upon  your  stating  the  question  1  rose  a 
second  time  and  called  your  attention  to  the 
fart  Unit  I  had  doubted  the  vote. 

Mr.  Whall—]  withdraw  my  point  of  order. 
My  understanding  was  that  he  first  doubted  the 
vote  when  he  arose  the  second  time. 

A  rising  vote  was  taken,  33  in  the  affirmative, 
10  in  the  negative,  and  the  main  question. was 
declared  ordered. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  move  that  the  matter  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  City  Treasurer's  De- 
partment. 

Mr.  Whall— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  tin 
previous  question  having  been  ordered  the  gen- 
tlemen's motion  is  out  of  order. 

The  President — The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken.  The  question  is  on  the  passage  of  the 
order  and  the  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  rules  having  been   sus- 

F ended  is  there  any  necessity   of  the  roll  call? 
have  no  objection  to  having   it,  but  I  do  not 
understand  now  it  requires  two  thirds. 

The  President— I  think  it  will  be  advisable 
to  have  the  roll  call.  The  question  is  on  the 
passage  of  the  order  and  the  clerk  will  call  the 
roll. 
The  order  was  passed  ;  yeas  51,  nays  11 : 
Yeas— Atwood,  Barry,  Blume,  Bowman.  Burr. 
Carroll,  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Cochran,  Coleman, 
Connolly,     Davern.    Desmond,     Dolan,     Dunn, 


Fisher,  Foss,  Fowler,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Galla- 
gher, Gomez,  Haggerty,  Harrington,  Hayes, 
Keliher,  Kelley.  Kennedy,  Lattimore,  Leary. 
McEnaney.  McKenna.  McNary,  F.  Morison,  F. 
R.  Morrison,  J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy, 
Nunan,  Perkins,  Perry,  E.  J.  Powers,  Reillv. 
Short,  Snow,  J.  H.  Sullivan.  R.  Sullivan,  Sund- 
berg, Teevens,  Tracv,  Tuttle,  Whall,  Whitmore 
—51. 

Nays— Carstensen,  Dewey,  Frost,  Ladd,  Lau- 
ten,  Norton.  C.  C.  Powers,  Richards,  Sanger,  E. 
Sullivan,  Webster— 11. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Coyle,  Duggan.  Fottler, 
Light,  Mahonev,  J.  Murphv,  O'Mealev,  Shaw, 
Thayer,  Wilson— 10, 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  Richards  moved  to  assign  to  the  next 
meeting. 

On  motion  of  Mi'.  Whall  the  main  question  was 
ordered. 

The  reconsideration  was  refused.    Sent  up. 

franklin  park  betterments. 
Mr.  Whitmore  offered   an  order— That  any 

Eerson  who  has  paid  to  the  city  of  Boston  the 
etterment  assessed  on  his  estate  for  the  West 
Roxbury  Park  improvement,  and  who  has  not 
brought  suit  to  recover  the  same,  shall  upon 
proof  of  such  payment,  receive  from  the  city 
treasurer  95  per  cent  of  the  sum  so  paid  as  a  bet- 
terment, as  an  abatement  of  said  assessment. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Judiciary,  Mr. 
Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider :  lost. 

salary  of  chief  inspector  of  police. 
Mr.  Whall  offered  the  following: 
An  Ordinance 
To  Amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  18S5. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1885  is  hereby  amended  is  Section  1  in  the 
clause  relating  to  the  salary  of  the  chief  in- 
spector of  the  Police  Department,  by  inserting 
the  words  "rive  hundred"  after  the  word  "thou- 
sand" in  said  clause. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Police. 

PAVING  OF  MIDDLESEX   STREET. 

Mr.  Keliher  offered  an  order— That  the  su- 
perintendent of  streets  be  requested  to  include 
in  iiis  estimate  of  expenditures  for  the  financial 
year  of  1S87-S8  a  sum  sufficient  to  pave  Middle- 
sex street,  between  Chapman  and  Dover  streets, 
and  Indiana  place,  between  Tremont  street  and 
Shawmut  avenue,  with  granite  blocks. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

INVESTIGATION  OF  POLICE   EXPENDITURES. 

Mr.  "Whall  offered  an  order— That  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  investigate  charges  againSi 
the  Board  of  Police  be  authorized  to  investigate 
the  expenditure  of  all  moneys  under  the  appro- 
priation for  the  Police  Department. 

Passed.  Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 
Sent  ub. 

PREBLE  STREET. 

Mr.  Carroll  offered  an  order— That  the 
Str.  /t  (  oini:iissi:ners  include  in  thill  annu  il 
estimates  for  the  ensuing  year  the  laying  out 
and  acceptance  of  that  portion  of  Preble  street 
remaining  unaccepted. 

Mr.  Carroll — In  offering  this  order,  I  do  it 
because  it  is  desirable  to  have  the  Street  Com- 
missioners proceed  with  this  work  immedi- 
ately. They  have  accepted  part  of  the  street  at 
both  ends.     The  street  don't  measure  abovi — 

The  President— The  Chair  would  inform  the 
gentleman  that  debate  is  not  in  order. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations. 

RUTHERFORD  AVENUE   EXTENSION. 

Mr.  Reilly  offered  an  order— That  the  Street 
Commissioners  be  requested  to  prepare  plans 
and  submit  the  same  with  an  estimate  of  the 
cost  to  the  City  Council  of  extending  Ruther- 
ford avenue  to  City  square  so  as  to  provide  one 
broad  avenue  from  City  square  to  Charlestown 
Neck. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Board 
of  Fire  Commissioners  in  response  to  the  order 
passed  by  the  Council  Jan.  27,  "To  include  in 
their  annual  estimates  a  sum  sufficient  to  em- 
ploy laborers  to   remove  snow    and    ice    from 
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the  hydrants.  They  say:  The  foregoing 
estimates  for  the  needs  of  the  Fire  Department 
for  the  year  1887-8  had  heen  made  up  and  for- 
warded to  the  city  auditor.  By  an  arrangement 
with  the  Water  Board  this  department  obtains 
its  water  service  at  a  reduction  of  §2  per  hydrant 
and  reservoir  from  the  rate  of  the  current  year. 
The  amount  thus  saved  is  set  down  as  a  new  and 
separate  estimate  for  the  removal  of  snow  and 
ice  from  the  hydrants  and  for  salting  the  same. 
It  is  not  for  the  purpose  of  the  board,  however, 
to  expend  any  part  of  this  sum  for  the  employ- 
ment of  outside  men  to  do  the  work.  It  is  neither 
necessary  nor  desirable.  The  service  is  not  so 
arduous  or  protracted  as  to  work  hardship  or  en- 
danger health,  and  the  board  would  not  feel 
itself  warranted  in  swelling  estimates,  which, 
with  all  the  reasonable  and  just  economy  that 
it  is  able  to  apply,  are  inevitably  large,  by  an 
item  that  would  be  likely  to  prove  an  embarrass- 
ment rather  than  a  help  to  the  department.  The 
transfer  of  a  portion  of  the  amount  that  has 
been  paid  for  water  to  the  service  of  keeping  the 
hydrants  in  readiness  for  fire  duty  in  cold 
weather,  will  enable  the  board  to  provide  and 
maintain  increased  facilities  for  doing  the  work 
and  relieve  it  of  the  present  hazardous  necessity 
of  taking  a  certain  portion  of  the  apparatus 
away  from  quarters.  All  the  resources  that  the 
designated  sum  will  provide  will  be  needed  for 
this  purpose  alone,  the  work  to  be  done  by  the 
men  of  the  department,  as  usual.  Aside  from 
the  fact  that  the  work  can  be  done  by  members 
of  the  department,  it  is  desirable  that  it  should 
be  thus  done  in  order  that  they  may  keep  them- 
selves thoroughly  familiar  with  the  location  of 
the  hydrants. 

Sent  up. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Board 
of  Fire  Commissioners,  in  response  to  the  order 
passed  by  the  Council  Jan.  27,  to  "consider  the 
expediency  of  adding  another  permanent  man 
to  Hose  Company  >so.  6.  East  Boston."  They 
say:  "The  board  had  previously  considered  the 
matter,  and  its  estimates  called  for  another  per- 
manent man  in  Hose  Company  Xo.  6." 

Sent  up. 

petitkxn". 

Mr.  Cochran  presented  the  petition  of  Saiali 
U.  Laughlin  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries 
Feb.  2.  1887,  on  Austin  street,  Charlestown.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Claims. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  AiDERHEN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall  Xos.  1  to  4  inclusive 
were  acted  on  together,  viz. : 

1.  Quarterly  report  of  sealer  of  weights  and 
measures. 

2.  Quarterly  report  of  superintendent  of  mar- 
kets. 

3.  Annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners.   (City  Doc.  24,) 

4.  Annual  report  of  inspector  of  buildings. 
(City  Doc.  25.) 

Severally  placed  on  file. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  AVhall  Xos.  5  to  15  inclusive 
were  acted  on  together,  viz. : 

5.  First  report  on  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters.    (City  Doc.  35.) 

6.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  leave  to 
withdraw  on  petition  of  James  Martin  for  com- 
pensation for  damages  to  his  estate  on  River 
street,  in  1882,  by  raising  grade  of  said  street. 

7.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Annie  McCarthy  for  compen- 
sation for  personal  injuries  from  alleged  mal- 
practice of  a  dispensary  physician. 

8.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Michael  H.  Smith  for  com- 
pensation for  personal  injuries  from  a  fall  at  cor- 
ner of  Hollis  and  "Washington  streets. 

9.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Charlotte  A.  Baker  to  be  re- 
funded certain  amounts  paid  for  sewer  assess- 
ments on  Shirley  streets. 

10.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Catherine  Hart  for  compen- 
sation for  personal  injuries  from  alleged  defect 
in  Commercial  street.  Dorchester. 

11.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  David  Black  for  compensa- 
tion for  injuries  from  defect  in  sidewalk  on 
Eastern  avenue. 

12.  Report  of  Committee  on  Streets,  no  action 
necessary  on  order  relative  to  extension  of  Co- 
lumbus avenue  to  Ruggles  street. 

13.  Report  of  Committee  on  Ferries,  no  further 


action  necessary  on  the  portion  of  the  mayor's 
inaugural  address  relating  to  the  ferries. 

14.  Report  of  Committee  on  Ordinances,  inex- 
pedient to  take  any  fruther  action  under  the 
order  for  said  committee  to  consider  the  advisa- 
bility of  amending  certain  sections  of  Chapter 
28  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1885,  so  as  to  re- 
quire abutters  on  public  streets  to  remove  snow 
and  ice  from  gutters  and  sewer  openings. 

15.  Detailed  report  from  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, no  further  action  necessary  on  message 
of  mayor,  relative  to  assignment  of  wages  by 
city  employees,  and  on  the  portion  of  the  may- 
or's inaugural  address  relative  to  the  same  sub- 
ject. 

Reports  severally  accepted  in  concurrence. 

16.  Report  of  Committee  on  Ordinances-recom- 
mending  reference  to  Committee  on  Bridges 
of  the  ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Re- 
vised Ordinances  of  1885,  in  the  clause  establish- 
ing the  salary  of  the  drawtender  of  Maiden 
bridge,  the  ordinance  being  in  proper  form. 

Accepted  and  referred  in  concurrence. 
On  motion  of   Mr.  Dewey  Xos.  17  to  21  inclu- 
sive were  acted  on  together,  viz. : 

17.  Report  of  Committee  on  East  Boston 
Ferries,  recommending  reference  to  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  said  ferries  of  the  petition  of 
James  McHugh  and  others,  for  a  restoration  of 
wages  to  former  rate,  with  a  request  to  report 
on  the  expediency  of  granting  the  petition. 

18.  Report  of  Committee  on  Streets,  recom- 
mending reference  to  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners of  order  relating  to  widening  Essex 
street  between  Chauncy  and  Lincoln  streets. 

19.  Report  of  same  committee,  recommending 
reference  to  said  board  of  the  petition  of  Ira  L. 
Moore  and  others  for  the  extension  of  Batavia 
street. 

20.  Report  of  same  committee,  recommending 
reference  to  Committee  on  Paving  (Aldermen) 
of  the  petition  of  Willard  C.  Yan  Derlip,  for 
extension  of  Berwick  Park. 

21.  Report  of  Committee  on  Streets,  recom- 
mending reference  to  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  of  the  communication  from  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  asking  for  authority  to 
make  a  new  lease  of  city  property  situated  at 
corner  of  Water  and  Washington  streets. 

Reports  severally  accepted  and  said  references 
ordered  in  concurrence. 

Dwelling  Houses  at  Old  Harbor  Point. 

22.  Order  for  city  architect  to  proceed  with  the 
erection  of  the  dwelling  houses  on  the  city  land 
at  the  pumping  station.  Old  Harbor  Point. 

Read  twice  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  would  like  to  have  some  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  this  matter,  before  being  called 
upon  to  vote  upon  it.  What  are  these  houses  to 
be  erected  for? 

The  President— Mr.  Ladd  calls  for  an  expla- 
nation.   [Pause.] 

Mr.  Ladd— In  the  absence  of  any  explanation. 
I  move  that  this  matter  be  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  at  8  o'clock  P.M. 

The  motion  to  assign  prevailed. 

Tremont  Water  Meters. 

23.  Order  for  Water  Board  to  report  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  as  soon  as  convenient,  cer- 
tain information  in  regard  to  the  use  and  ex- 
pense of  water  meters. 

Amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whall,  by  strik- 
ing out  "Board  of  Aldermen''   and    inserting 
"City  Council."  and  as  amended  passed.  Sent  up. 
Investigation  of  City  Clerk's  Accounts. 

24.  Order  for  Committee  on  City  Clerk's  De- 
partment, to  employ  an  expert  accountant  to 
examine  the  accounts  of  said  department  for 
not  exceeding  the  past  five  years. 

Mr.  Whitiiore— If  I  understand  the  reading 
of  the  order,  the  expense  is  to  be  charged  to  the 
contingent  fund  of  joint  committees"  I  would 
suggest,  sir,  that  it  be  charged  rather  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  City  Clerk's  Department.  It  is 
an  unusual  expense — the  employing  of  an  ac- 
countant to  overlook  these  accounts — but  it  is  an 
expense  to  that  department.  It  is  not  a  large 
matter,  but  I  think  we  might  as  well  charge  the 
expense  where  it  belongs,  and  not  have  it 
brought  up  against  City  Council  committees 
that  they  have  spent  the  money  in  contingent 
expenses.  I  move  to  amend  by  striking  out 
"contingent  fund,  joint  committees,"  and  in- 
serting "appropriation  for  City  Clerk's  Depart- 
ment." 

The  amendment  was  adopted  and  the  question 
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came  on  giving  the  order  as  amended  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Fowler— I  move  to  amend  by  adding : 
"Provided  that  the  expense  of  employing  such 
expert  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  $300." 

Mr,  Ladd— I  understand  from  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  that  probably  the  expense  will 
not  be  over  a  hundred  dollars,  and  to  limit  it  to 
$300  or  $200  would  seem  to  be  like  bidding  for 
the  payment  of  a  larger  price,  and  perhaps  the 
committee  would  find  it  less  easy  to  employ  a 
suitable  person  at  a  reasonable  price  if  so  large 
a  limit  is  fixed.  I  understand  the  service  can  be 
obtained  for  not  exceeding  $100,  and  I  also  under- 
stand from  the  chairman  that  he  would  prefer 
to  have  it  unlimited,  so  that  he  may  employ  a 
person  as  cheaply  as  possible.  I  think  we  can 
nave  confidence  in  the  committee  and  leave  it  as 
it  stands.  I  trust  that  the  gentleman  will  with- 
draw the  amendment  and  leave  the  matter  to 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Fowler— I  withdraw  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  am  sorry  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  23  withdrew  the  amendment,  and  I 
will  renew  it.  I  believe  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  23  was  following  the  right  precedent. 
Although  it  is  a  small  expenditure,  yet  I  think 
there  should  be  some  limit  to  the  amount  to  be 
expended.  I  trust  the  gentleman  will  renew 
the  amendment  to  make  an  outside  limit,  be- 
cause in  past  years  we  have  changed  the  prin- 
ciple of  allowing  the  mayor  to  expend  an  un- 
limited sum  in  the  entertainment  of  distin- 
guished visitors,  and  put  in  a  limit  of  $5000. 
Surely,  if  we  limit  the  mayor  we  ought  to  limit 
a  committee  in  the  amount  to  be  expended  by 
them.  I  hope  the  Council  will  limit  the  sum  to 
be  spent  to  $300.  The  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee is  Aid.  C.  W.  Smith,  and  I  understand  he  in- 
tends to  spend  the  sum  economically.  We  do 
not  want  to  fix  the  sum  at  exactly  what  shall  be 
paid,  and  I  think  the  gentleman  hit  the  nail  ex- 
actly on  the  head  when  lie  made  an  amendment 
for  an  outside  limit. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  will  otter  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  if  it  be  allowable,  that  the  expense 
shall  not  exceed  $100.  In  view  of  the  statement 
of  the  chairman  of  the  committee  that  an  ac- 
countant can  be  secured  for  $100. 1  think  it  is 
folly  for  us  to  undertake  to  assume  that  it  is 
necessarv  to  provide  for  the  spending  of  a  larger 
amount,  ft  looks  as  if  we  were  trying  to  throw 
away  the  city's  money.  I  believe  in  trying  to 
save  the  city's  money  in  small  sums  as  well  as 
in  large  ones.  In  view  of  the  statement  thai  i  he 
chairman  of  the  committee  has  made  to  me,  I 
think  it  is  due  to  him  that  we  do  not  name  a 
larger  sum  than  he  has  named,  $100. 

Mr.  M(  Enainky— Perhaps  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  10  is  right  in  saying  that  the  chairman,  on 
the  part  of  the  Hoard  of  Aldermen,  of   the  (  'oin- 

mittee  on  City  Clerk's  Department,  said  it  would 
cost  not  over  $ioo.     Hut  in  conversation  with 

him  this  evening  he  said  he  thought  I  hat  S'jiHl 
would  be  the  limit,  and  he  hoped  it  would  be 
limited  to  that  amount. 

Mr.  WHALL— 1  hardly  think  there  is  much 
necessity  lor  debating  this,  because  under  our 
rules  the  larger  amount  will  have  to  he  put  any- 
how. But  for  the  information  of  our  parsimoni- 
ous friend  from  Ward  10  I  would  say  that  last 
year  the  Committee  on  Collectors'  Department 
and  the  Committee  on  Treasurer's  Department 
had  occasion  to  employ  an  expert  accountant 
who  was  not  known  by  the  respective  officers, 

and  I  am  informed  hy  the  chairman  o f  that  com 
mittee  that  we  paid  to  him  for  his  services  in 
each  department  $100.  Thai  was  Eor  going  over 
a  period  of  one  year.  I  think  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  has  st  ruck  the  right  poiicy  when 
he  proposes  to  limit  the  expense  to  $300.  Gen- 
tlemen  will  remember    thai  this   accountant 

must  go  over  a  period    of  live   years.      1   d I 

think  that  the  chairman  ol  the  committee  will 
approve  the  bill  if  it  is  an  exorbitant  one,  but  I 
do  believe  we  ought  to  put  in  an  outside  limit  of 
$300.  I  think  that  the  work  can  he  done  satis- 
factorily for  thai  amount,  and  that  is  the  reason 
I  shall  vote  for  the  larger  amount. 

The  amendment,  $300,  was  adopted,  and  the 
order  as  amended  was  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall  the  rule,  was  sus- 
pended and  the,  order  was  read  a  second  time 
and  passed.  Mr.  Keliher  moved  to  reconsider; 
lost.    Sent  up. 

Ward  Room  for  Ward  7. 

25.  Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Buildings, 


that  the  order  directing  the  superintendent  of 
public  buildings  to  provide  more  suitable  accom- 
modations for  a  ward  room  for  Ward  7  ought  to 
pass. 

Referred,  on  motion  to  Mr.  Whall,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances. 

Offices  in  Beacon-street  Building. 

26.  Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Buildings, 
and  order  changing  the  assignment  of  offices  in 
city  buildings  12  and  14  Beacon  street. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 
Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

Market   Leases. 

27.  Report  of  Committee  on  Markets,  and  or- 
der for  renewal  of  leases  of  stalls  and  cellars  of 
Faneuil-hall  Market  for  five  years,  beginning 
April  1,  1SS7,  on  the  same  terms  and  conditions 
as  set  forth  in  the  present  leases,  except  that  the 
market  shall  be  open  on  Decoration  day  and 
Fourth  of  July  till  9  A.M.,  when  such  days  come 
on  Monday  or  Saturday. 

Report  accepted,  and  the  question  came  on 
giving  the  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Carroll  moved  to  amend  by  adding  the 
following: 

"That  the  committee  report  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil the  various  amounts  paid  by  the  lessees  of 
the  stalls  and  cellars  of  the  said  market,  and  to 
report  if  the  city  receives  a  sufficient  sum  for 
the  use  of  said  market." 

Mr.  Whall— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  the 
amendment  is  not  germane  to  the  subject. 

The  President— The  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  15  means  to  recommit  the  whole  sub- 
ject with  his  amendment. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  trust  that  the  amendment 
will  not  prevail.  The  Committee  on  Markets 
met  last  Saturday  and  considered  the  subject 
very  thoroughly,  and  the  conclusion  that  they 
came  to,  after  very  careful  consideration,  was 
that  an  order  to  the  effect  id'  this  which  is  now 
on  the  calendar  tonight  should  be  passed.  There 
was  a  time  when  there  were  joint  committees 
sent  by  the  city  government  to  investigate 
.whether  the  markets  should  be  free.  There  was 
one  investigation  in  1865  and  another  committee 
was  sent  out  in  1870,  and  the  City  Council  voted 
that  the  markets  should  he  carried  on  as  they 
were  at  that  time,  because  they  were  carried  on 
much  better  than  any  other  markets  in  the 
whole  country.  Therefore,  after  looking  into 
thai  matter  very  carefully  and  examining  docu- 
ments, we  thought  that  the  order  had  better  be 
passed  as  we  have  presented  it  hero  tonight.  I 
think  that  if  any  gentleman  had  examined  the 
documents  which  1  refer  to,  one  of  which  is 
document  100,  page  91,  and  another  of  which  is 
a  document  of  1870,  they  would  not  have  raised 
the  question  that  any  amendments  to  the  order 
which  have  been  presented  should  be  adopted 
here.  The  fact  of  the  matter  is  that  the  markets 
now  are  carried  on  in  the  best  possible  order 
under  i  he  superintendent,  who  by  his  zealous- 
i ii  ss  has  made  the  markets  the  leading  markets, 
as  I  have  said  before,  in  comparison  with 
the  markets  in  the  State  and  in  the  coun- 
try. The  holders  of  the  market  stalls  in 
Faneuil-hall  Market  pay  more  to  the  city 
of  Boston  per  square  foot  than  is  paid 
by  any  other  market-holders  in  the  United 
States.  The  ladders  of  the  market  stalls  in 
Faneuil-hall  Market  pay  much  more  than  the 
stall-holders  having  stalls  in  property  not  be- 
longing to  the  city  of  Boston.  Therefore,  on 
that  consideration  we  thought  that  the  leases 
should  read  as  they  read  hvo  years  ago— that 
is,  that  the,  stall-holders  should  only  pay  at 
the  present  time  what  they  were  paying 
then.  Some  figures  which  I  nave  hero  may 
make  the  matter  more  plain.  At  Clinton 
Market  the  stall-holders  only  pay  $1  per  square 
loot ;  at  Blackstone  Market  stall-holders  only 


paj  $1.71  per  square  foot;  at  Boylston  market 
the  stall-holders  only  pay  $1.27  per  square 
foot;      while     at     Faneuil-hall    Market    the 


stall-holders  pay  on  an  average  from  $2.69  to 
$3.46  per  square  foot,  which  is,  as  you  will  see, 
in  some  cases,  almost  twice  as  much  as  any 
other  stall-holders  in  the  city  in  any  other  mar- 
kets pay.  Not  only  that,  hut  in  the  great  Fulton 
Market  in  New  York,  a  stall-holder  in  one 
of  the  best  locations  in  that  market,  pays  not 
quite  $i  per  square,  foot.  That  is  in  the  centre  of 
the  great  fill  ton  Market.and  a  place  which  would 
probably  be  worth  three  or  four  times  more  than 
the  best  market  stall  in   Faneuil  Hall.    On  this 
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question  I  may  also  refer  you  to  an  edition  of 
the  Albany  Times,  in  which  were  printed  letters 
received  from  various  cities  in  regard  to  the 
carrying  on  of  the  markets  in  those  cities.  In 
the  Baltimore  markets,  which  are  far  larger 
than  the  markets  of  Boston,  there  is  not  a  single 
market  stall- holder  who  pays  equal  to  the  puce 
that  the  smallest  stall-holder  pays  in  B>  ston. 
Not  only  that,  but  it  has  been  shown  upon  ex- 
amination by  those  who  are  well  versed  in  the 
carrying  on  of  markets ;  it  has  been  conclush  ely 
decided  and  presented  by  those  interested  in 
markets,  that  the  Faneuil-hall  Market  in  c  t  an- 
liness,  in  the  character  of  the  men  who  hold 
stalls,  and  in  the  character  of  those  who  pass 
backward  and  forward  through  the  market,  is 
above  all  other  markets  in  the  country.  The 
men  who  hold  stalls  there  are  gentlemen  of 
character,  who  enter  upon  their  leases  know  ng 
what  they  are  going  to  pay  for  them,  and  know- 
ing how  long  they  are  going  to  hold  them,  and 
bv  their  industry  and  courtesy  with  the  people 
who  transact  business  with  them,  some  of 
them  have  amassed  quite  a  competence.  For 
these  reasons  also  the  Committee  on  Mar- 
kets thought  that  the  leases  should  be  just  as 
they  were  last  year,  with  such  suggestions 
as  the  superintendent  made— making  no  mate- 
rial difference.  For  the  last  five  years  the  mar- 
kets were  opened  on  Saturday  or  Monday  of  cer- 
tain holidays.  During  the  coming  five  years 
the  market  stall-holders  ask  that  on  Christmas 
day,  a  day  which  the  men  should  have  to  them- 
selves, that  the  markets  be  closed.  They  also 
ask  that  the  markets  be  closed  on  Decoration 
day ;  and  ask  that  the  markets  be  kept  open  on 
Decoration  day  and  the  4th  of  July,  when  those 
days  fall  on  Saturday  or  Monday,  because  in  that 
season  goods  which  are  perishable  are  likely  to 
be  destroyed.  I  trust  that  I  have  explained  in 
the  short  time  allowed  me  to  explain,  why  these 
leases  should  be  made,  and  why  we  should  allow 
these  stalls  to  the  gentlemen  holding  them  in 
the  markets  the  same  as  they  have  been  for  the 
last  five  years.  If  I  have  not  fully  explained 
the  matter,  I  trust  that  you  will  ask  any  ques- 
tions that  you  may  desire  to  ask  of  me  or  any, 
other  member  of  the  committee,  and  we  will 
endeavor  to  explain  the  matter  to  you  so  that 
you  will  vote  in  favor  of  this  order. 

Mr.  Carroll — The  reason  why  I  offered  this 
order  and  asked  to  have  it  recommitted  to  that 
committee  was  in  view  of  the  prices  received  for 
the  stalls  as  they  are.  In  the  report  they  give  us 
nothing  to  show  where  the  city  is  receiving  a 
direct  equivalent  for  the  value  of  the  property 
leased.  That  I  wish  to  know.  I  think  we  have 
a  right  to  know  the  price  which  men  are  paying 
for  the  stalls  in  the  market.  There  might  be 
favoritism;  I  don't  say  that  there  is.  But  we 
cannot  tell  whether  there  is  or  not,  and  for  that 
reason  I  would  like  to  have  this  recommitted  to 
the  committee,  so  that  we  can  find  out  in  regard 
to  it.  Now  I  ad  an  idea  in  first  offering  the 
order  to  have  the  committee  consider  the  ex- 
pediency of  selling  out  the  stalls  at  public  auc- 
tion. I  do  not  know  whether  that  would  be  the 
best  plan  or  not  The  gentleman  brings  up  the 
fact  that  the  price  paid  in  the  other  markets  in 
the  city  is  not  more  than  half  that  paid  in 
Faneuil-hall  Market,  making  the  rents  in  the 
Faneuil-hall  Market  highest.  I  say  that  you 
might  with  equally  good  reason  take  the  price 
of  the  land  on  State  street  and  compare  it  with 
some  of  the  land  at  the  South  End.  It  would 
amount  to  about  the  same  thing.  The  fact  is 
that  they  find  that  Faneuil  Hall  is  the  best  mar- 
ket for  transacting  business  and  they  are  willing 
to  pay  a  higher  price  for  a  lease  in  that  market ; 
and  when  they  get  through  and  retire  from 
business  some  of  them  sell  out  the  stall  with- 
out their  stock  at  outrageous  prices.  If  they 
can  get  $3000  or  $4000  for  a  stall,  I  think  the  city 
of  Boston  should  have  the  benefit  of  that  fact. 
It  is  the  same  here  in  regard  to  cleanliness. 
They  declare  that  Faneuil  -h  all  market  is  the 
cleanest  one  in  the  country:  well,  of  course  that 
adds  to  the  value  and  adds  to  the.  value  of  the 
rent  of  a  stall  in  that  market,  and  for  that  rea- 
son I  would  like  to  have  this  order  referred  to 
the  committee  so  that  they  may  look  into  it 
further. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Murphy— I  think  it  is  no  later  than 
six  months  ago  that  there  was  a  stall  sold  from 
the  firm  of  Charles  H.  North  &  Co.  for  some- 
thing like  $28,000  for  a  son  of  John  P.  Squire. 

Mr.  Whall— lam  opposed  to  the  reference  for 
this  reason :    If  the  city  of  Boston  had  built  the 


Faneuil-hall  Market  in  the  first  instance  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  a  revenue  from  it,  then  I 
could  easily  understand  why  the  objections 
which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  15  raises  should 
prevail.  But  if  lam  correct  in  my  recollection 
of  the  history  of  Faneuil-hall  Market,  it  is  true 
that  the  market  was  built  to  simply  benefit  the 
citizens  of  Boston,  and  the  municipal  authorities 
intervened  for  the  sole  and  simple  reason  that 
public  action  would  give  to  the  citizens  that 
which  was  most  desired.  It  was  never  contem- 
plated by  Josiah  Quincy  or  those  who  projected 
the  scheme  of  the  Faneuil-hall  Market  that  the 
building  should  be  a  source  of  revenue  to  the 
public.  It  was  thought  that  a  public  building 
built  with  the  public  funds,  and  rented  at  such 
a  rent  as  would  give  to  the  public  treasury  a 
sufficient  return  for  the  capital  invested,  would 
be  a  wise  undertaking ;  and  it  was  with  that 
understanding,  as  I  remember,  that  the  Faneuil- 
hall  Market  was  built.  I  do  not  think  it  should 
enter  into  the  merits  of  this  question  tonight 
whether  or  not  John  P.  Squire  or  John  (.}..  Squire 
sold  a  stall  there  for  $28,000.  If  he  did  it  was  so 
much  the  better  for  the  bank  account  of  John  P. 
Squire.  But,  as  far  as  the  city  is  concerned,  we, 
as  the  conservators  of  the  city's  interest, 
have  only  to  look  at  one  question,  and 
that  is  this,  does  Faneuil-hall  Market 
with  the  rent  which  it  now  gets,  bring  back  to 
the  treasury  of  Boston  a  sufficient  income  upon 
the  amount  of  capital  invested  by  the  public  in 
the  building  of  that  market?  I  think  that  all 
of  us  should  be  glad  that  the  rents  are  cheap. 
It  does  not  need  a  political  economist  to  prove 
the  fact  that  the  rents  of  these  stores  if  they 
are  increased,  will  necessarily  increase  the  price 
of  every  pound  of  meat  that  a  poor  man  buys. 
I  know,  of  course,  that  there  are  some  in  this 
chamber  who  would  probably  laugh  at  that  idea, 
but  those  who  do  laugh  are  the  ones  who  read 
books  on  political  economy  with  the  leaves  un- 
cut, and  who  never  use  their  rulers.  If  you  in- 
crease the  rents  in  Faneuil-hall  market,  the 
butchers  and  lessees  there  must,  for  the  in- 
creased rent,  procure  from  their  purchasers  an 
increased  amount  of  money.  You  are  not  going 
to  make  the  lessees  pay  this,  you  are  going  to 
make  the  citizens  of  Boston  pay  it ;  and  the 
question  is,  and  you  must  settle  it  tonight,  or 
whenever  it  comes  to  its  final  decision,  whether 
you  are  willing  in  order  that  the  city  treasury 
of  Boston  may  be  enlarged,  to  place  upon  our 
people  an  increased  taxation?  Don't  have  your 
minds  befogged  with  the  idea  that  these  men 
are  getting  cheap  rent,  and  that  if  we  only  turn 
the  screws  the  city  of  Boston  may  get  more.  I 
have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  the  city  of 
Boston  might  get  much  more;  in  fact,  procure 
at  least  $10,000  a  year  more  for  that  market ;  but 
while  I  admit  that  fact,  I  want  those  who  try  to 
force  that  admission  upon  me  to  admit  at  the 
same  time  this  other  fact,  that  this  additional 
$10,000  which  will  come  into  the  city  treasury  of 
Boston,  if  it  comes  in  the  first  place  from  these 
butchers  and  these  lessees,  comes  ultimately 
from  the  pockets  of  the  shawl-clad  woman  and 
the  man  m  overalls  who  come  there  Saturday 
nights.  The  people  will  have  to  pay  this  in- 
creased rent.  Now,  I  think  it  is  entirely  foreign 
to  the  policy  which  suggested  the  building  of 
the  market  that  the  city  of  Boston  should  ob- 
tain revenue  from  it.  The  city  of  Boston  desires 
to  have  a  clean,  decent  and  healthy  place  to 
have  the  marketing  business  conducted  in,  and 
all  we  are  required  to  look  at  is  this ;  that  the 
city  of  Boston,  from  the  capital  which  it  has  in- 
vested, shall  receive  a  reasonable  interest.  We 
are  not  to  be  Shylocks  in  this  matter.  We 
can  obtain  from  those  stalls,  probably,  a  greater 
amount  of  money  than  we  now  receive;  but  if 
the  gentlemen  are  acquainted  with  the  facts, 
and  know  the  comparative  rentals  of  the  differ- 
ent markets,  they  will  know  this  one  thing,  that 
in  Faneuil-hall  Market  you  are  getting  per 
square  foot  probably  twice  as  much  as  the  aver- 
age rental  throughout  the  country.  In  Faneuil- 
hall  Market  you  are  getting  from  $2.65  to  $3.90 
square  foot.  I  think,  if  my  recollection  of  what 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  22  said  is  correct,  that 
Fulton  Market,  which  is  a  larger  market  than 
ours,  and  a  market  that  has  to  cater  to  the  de- 
sires and  tastes  of  a  larger  population  than  ours, 
does  not  hire  for  much  over  $1  per  square  foot. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— Not  a  dollar. 

Mr.  Whall— It  does  not  rent  for  $1  per  square 
foot;  and  therefore,  Mr.  President,  our  lessees 
and  our  butchers,  and  those  catering  to  the  pub- 
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lie  interests  in  the  provision  trade  in  the  city 
of  Boston,  are  paying  at  least  200  per  cent  more 
than  they  do  in  New  York.  In  the  hasements, 
I  understand— and  we  have  no  figures  from 
other  markets— they  are  paying  §1.25  per  square 
foot.  I  do  not  want  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
15  or  those  who  sympathize  with  him  to  mis- 
understand me  in  this  matter.  I  believe  that  if 
the  city  of  Boston  puts  itself  in  the  position  of 
advertising  these  several  stalls  and  cellars  for 
rent,  it  could  obtain  a  larger  amount  of  rent 
from  it.  I  have  not  the  least  idea  but  that  it 
could.  But  representing  the  people  that  I  do,  I 
feel  constrained  to  say  that  any  effort  made  to 
fill  up  the  public  treasury  by  indirect  taxation 
of  the  people  will  meet  my  heartiest  opposition, 
and  I  think  the  gentleman  himself  has  not 
considered  that  particular  question.  There 
is  not  any  doubt  but  that  any  rent  that 
we  impose  upon  these  stalls,  if  we  double  it, 
will  come  from  the  people  themselves.  I  do  not 
want  to  be  demagogical  in  the  remarks  I  make 
tonight.  I  stand  here  before  the  gentleman. 
Mr.  President,  as  advocating  the  present  rents 
simply  in  the  name  and  only  in  the  name 
of  what  we  in  America  are  pleased  to  call 
the  people.  But  when  I  find  this  thing, 
that  the  capital  invested  in  Faneuil-hall 
Market  pays  in  the  rents  now  received  7  per 
cent  upon  the  original  investment,  then  I 
say  that  the  city  of  Boston  should  refuse  to 
add  to  its  own  treasury  books  by  exacting  in- 
direct taxation  in  the  way  of  increased  rentals. 
I  certainly  hope  I  have  given  the  gentleman 
some  reasons  why  the  order  should  not  pass.  If 
he  is  desirous  of  knowing  precisely  w  liat  the 
rentals  are  now,  then  let  this  order  be  as  it  is; 
and  if  he  simply  seeks  to  satisfy  his  curiosity  I 
have  no  doubt  but  that  the  superintendent  of 
public  buildings  can  send  to  the  City  Council  a 
detailed  account  of  the  several  rents  paid  by  the 
existing  lessees  in  Faneuil-hall  Market. 

Mr.  Fottler— Being  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Markets,  and  having  some  business  in 
that  locality,  I  want  to  say  a  few  words,  althi  ugh 
our  chairman  on  the  part  of  the  Council  from 
Ward22  has  very  fully  described  the  situation. 
But  as  Mr.  Carroll  calls  for  a  little  information, 
I  have  a  few  figures  here  which  I  trust  will  help 
him.  About  the  year  1824,  or  just  prior  to  that, 
the  city  spent  considerable  money  in  acquiring 
a  large  tract  of  land,  lying  between  laneuil 
Hall  and  the  water  front,  for  which  they 
paid  $1,141,272,  They  afterwards  sold  from 
that  property  to  the  amount  of  $757,068; 
so  that  the  original  cost  of  the  buildings 
and  the  land  upon  which  the  market 
Stands  is  $384,204.  Toshow  that  alter  this  ex- 
penditure a  satisfactory  result  came  from  the 
enterprise,  I  wanl  to  say  thai  the  city  had  the 
market  bouse,  the  city  wharf  property  and  the 
flats  adjacent,  since  which  they  have  been  im- 
prc\  ed,  and  1  think  some  cu.eou  feet  of  streets  in 
that  neighborhood.  It  is  very  rarely  in  these 
days  that  an  enterprise  of  thai  kind  Ims  turned 
out  so  favorably  and  so  profitably  to  the  city. 
The  present  assessed  valuation  of  Quincy  Mar- 
ket is   $1,085,000:  of    Faneuil-hall    Market    $292,- 

800— total  $1,378,800.  On  this  the  citj  receives  an 
annual  rental  of  nearly  $90,000;  and  thai  does 
n.it  Ln'clude  Faneuil  Hall  itself.  When  ii  is 
needed  it  brings  perhaps  nol  much  more  than 
enough  l"  clear  the  expense  of  lighting  and 
heating  it.  Neither  does  it  include  the  upper 
stories  of  that  building.  Therefore  the  per- 
centage  on    the    present    valuation    is  about 

&/%  per  cent— rather  more  than  thai  On  the 
original  cost:  in  fact,  it  must  be  a  good  deal 
more,  because  the  original  cost  is  not  more 
than  33  per  cent  ol  the  present  valuation.  The 
stalls  and  cellars  are  rented  at  a  fixed 
amount  lor  terms  of  five  years  to  dealers  for 
the  purpose  of  selling  u1   wholesale  and  retail. 

It  has  been  said    that    large    bonuses    have   been 

Said    for    stalls    and   cellars    in     thai    building, 
low    I    claim     thai    nominally     premiums    are 
received      for      such       places,    but     when    lhe\ 

are     received    it    is   for    the    goodwill    of    a 

successful  business  and  nothing  else.  This 
is  the  case,  as  has  been  said  by  ol  her  speakers, 
—if  I    am    right,    in    other    cities, -and    is    none 

the  less  just, because  the  buildings  happen  to  be 
city  property.     People  in  the  markel    are  not 

always  so  successful  perhaps  in  the  inaK- 
ing  of  money  as  the  public  would  have 
US  think.  A  market  is  nol  a  mine  of  wealth 
I.      :iu\      means.       I     trust,     knowing     as    I    do 

that  the  rents  are  quite  enough  in  that   locality 


for  the  territory  occupied,  as  has  been  stated  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  22,  that  the  order  will 
pass.  Then  I  want  to  speak  in  relation  to  the 
amount  that  the  city  has  expended  for  repairs 
on  that  building.  We  have  shown  that  they 
receive  an  income  of  about  $90,000  a  year.  Now 
for  the  past  five  years  the  expenses  for  repairs 
on  that  building  can  be  shown  to  be  very  light. 
For  the  year  1881-82  the  expense  was  $3S90 :  for 
the  year  1882-S3  it  was  $3717 ;  in  18S3-84,  $7617 ;  in 
1S84-85,  $4834 ;  in  1885-86,  which  includes  every- 
thing up  to  the  present  time,  $2905 ;  or  an  aver- 
age for  the  last  hve  years  of  $4593.  I  hope  that 
my  remarks  have  given  the  gentleman  who 
offered  the  amendment  sufficient  enlighten- 
ment upon  the  subject,  and  I  hope  that  the  order 
will  pass. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  want  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Council  to  one  fact,  and  that  is  that  the 
ordinance  provides  that  there  shall  be  a  renewal 
of  the  lease  every  five  years.  But,  sir,  from  the 
fact  that  the  matter  was  put  in  the  ordinances, 
it  seems  to  me  that  we  did  give  the  holders  of 
stalls  and  cellars  there  a  fair  reason  to  believe 
that  the  policy  of  the  city  in  the  future  would 
be  the  same  as  it  had  been  in  the  past.  I  can 
base  my  recollections  in  regard  to  'Faneuil-hall 
Market  far  before  1821,  because  I  happened  to 
look  over  the  record  establishing  the  market  in 
1751.  I  was  not  present,  I  would  say,  at  the  lay- 
ing of  the  corner  stone.  [Laughter.]  But  there 
was  the  same  trouble  and  difficulty  a  hundred 
or  more  years  ago.  There  was  more  trouble  to 
get  the  town  of  Boston  to  accept  the  free  gift  of 
Faneuil-hall  Market  than  there  has  ever  been 
since  to  accept  any  matter;  and  it  was  a  hard 
matter  for  a  long  time  to  pursuade  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  town  that  a  market  should  he  in  the 
heart  of  the  city,  as  it  was  then.  But  after  long 
debate  in  the  town  meetings,  it  was  passed  by  a 
small  vote  that  the  town  should  accept  it.  Then' 
they  tried  to  put  some  markets  in  other  sections 
of  the  town— one  particularly  near  the  cooner  of 
Essex  street,  and  year  after  year  they  had  to 
fight  it  out  in  the  town  meetings,  as  the  feeling 
then  was  that  the  people  who  had  these  mar- 
kets were  going  to  do  entirely  away  with  the 
Vested  rights  of  the  inhabitants  to  go  a  round  with 
wheelbarrows  and  peddle  out  their  property. 
It  was  realized  at  that  time,  when  Boston  was 
merely  a  large  town  and  not  a  city  as  now,  that 
there  would  have  to  be  some  provision  made  for 
a  central  market  from  which  the  citizens  could 
procure  their  supplies.  Well,  my  excuse  for 
this  explanation  arises  from  the  fact  that  from 
that  time  on  it  has  been  the  lixed  policy  of  the 
town  and  city  of  Boston  to  provide  a  central 
place  for  a  market,  so  that  the  city  authorities 
could  keep  their  eyes  on  it  and  see  that  the  pro- 
visions were  of  a  right  and  proper  description 
and  ought  to  he  sold.  It  is  on  account  of  Sani- 
tary reasons  thai  they  have  been  adopted,  and 
that  idea  has  been  carried  out  in  the  ordinances, 
as  you  see,  even  dealing  w  it  h  the  question  as  to 
how  fowls  shall  be  drawn,  quartered  and 
killed.  Now,  sir,  no  doubt  the  people  who 
lease  these  stalls  are  paying  a  small  rent 
compared  with  the  value  of  these  stalls. 
But,  sir,  where  does  the  city  of  Boston  stand  in 
this  respect':'  If  we  say  today  that  we  will  not 
renew  the  lease  on  the  old  scale,  a  scale  paying 
us  a  fair  interest  on  our  investment,  the  party 
who  is  going  to  lose  his  money  outright  is  the 
man  who,  perhaps,  some  three,  five  or  10  years 
ago  paid  a  bonus  tx>  some  one  else.  You  destroy 
his  property,  then,  and  be  has  no  goodwill,  be- 
cause one  01  llu' constituent  parts  of  goodwill 
lies  in  the  fact  of  the  low  rate  that  went  with  it. 
If  we  destroy  that,  we  ought  in  all  fairness  and 
decencj     to    make   il    up.      The   way  they  do  in 

England  is  the  proper  way ;  for  instance,  if  they 
destroy  a  L.an's  office  there  in  which  it  is  con- 
sidered that  be  has  a  vested  interest,  they  give 
him  a  pension  outright,  and  in  some  cases 
a  life  interest.  Well  now  it-  is  a  great  deal 
more  reasonable  and  proper,  if  the  city 
of  Boston  wants  to  put  these  stalls  up 
at  auction    and    get    the    highest  price  for  them, 

that  they  should  deal  fairly  and  squarely  with 
the  men  in  them.    If  you  are  going  to  take  any 

action  of  this  kind  buyout  the  good  will  of  those 
men.  and  give  I  hem  what  they  pay  lor  it.  If  we 
do  that  and  have  new  valuations  put  on  the 
stalls,  what  is  going  to  bo  (be  result?  No  com- 
mittee of  this  oity government,  no  official  of  this 

city  go\  eminent,  can  ever  undertake  to  equalize 
those  premiums  by  making  out  new  schedules 
of  prices,  with   one-hundredth    pari    of   the   ac- 
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curacy  with  which  the  laws  of  commerce  settle 
it.  Why  is  it  that  one  stall  is  worth  a  large  bonus 
today,  while  one  right  side  of  it,  or  within  10  feet 
of  it  will  bring  nothing  at  all?  Why,  it  is  simply 
because  one  man  has  heen  there  10  or  15  years 
and  built  up  a  large  business,  and  people  will  go 
to  that  man.  invariably,  and  will  not  go  to 
another  stall  not  15  feet  away  from  it.  And  the 
stall  of  a  man  who  has  failed— and  a  good 
many  do  fail  in  the  market  as  well  as  in  other 
places,  and  my  knowledge  in  regard  to  that  has 
come  to  me  through  the  papers,  and  I  cannot 
vouch  for  it  except  on  that  ground — will  have 
sometimes  two  or  three  successive  occupants 
who  will  all  fail ;  it  is  almost  impossible  to  get 
bonus  for.  It  will  sometimes  go  along  from 
year  to  year  and  men  will  not  succeed,  and 
finally  no  one  will  want  to  take  it  because  they 
imaginethat  it  would  draw  bad  luck.  Now  I 
say  if  we  pay  these  premiums  and  start  over 
and  divide  it  up  on  a  new  ground,  how  can  we 
say  that  Stall  1,  or  Stall  20  or  25,  ought  to  pay 
more  than  any  of  its  neighbors'?  The  laws  of 
business  have  settled  it  that  some  stalls  will 
bring  larger  bonuses  than  others.  Now,  the 
principle  being  settled  apparently,  is  whether 
we  shall  lease  the  stalls  for  the  next  five  years  at 
the  same  price  which  we  have  obtained  for  the 
last  five  yeais.  I  hope  that  we  will  settle  this  to- 
night. The  committee  have  gone  fairly  and  care- 
fully into  this  matter,  and  I  would  ask  what  is  the 
advantage  of  recommitting  it?  As  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  7.  Mr.  Whall,  has  said,  if  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  15  wants  information,  let 
him  withdraw  his  motion  now  and  put  in  as 
an  order  that  the  superintendent  communicate 
the  information  desired  to  the  City  Council. 
Then  we  will  get  it  in  the  course  of  a  week.  But 
if  he  intends  that  the  information  received  shall 
be  used  as  a  basis  for  altering  the  price  of  the 
leases  that  would  be  one  of  the  reasons  for 
sending  it  to  the  committee.  In  that  connection 
I  want  to  call  your  attention  to  Chapter  46 
which  says  that:  "The  several  stalls  and  cellars 
in  said  market  shall  be  leased  in  terms  of  five 
years  from  the'  first  day  of  April  in  the 
year  18S2.  The  minimum  prices  therefor 
shall  be  established  by  vote  of  the  City  Council, 
at  a  date  not  less  than  one  month,  and  not 
more  than  three  months,  Yfefore  the  beginning 
of  each  term  of  lease."  I  respectfully  submit 
that  within  the  next  two  weeks  will  be  all  the 
time  allowed ;  that  it  will  be  utterly  impossible 
to  do  anything  in  this  connection,  and  study  up 
the  subject  and  bring  out  a  proper  and  well  con- 
sidered plan  for  the  Council  to  debate  in  the  fu- 
ture. When  the  income  received  by  the  city 
from  this  source  of  890,000  is  considered,  it  must 
be  apparent  that  large  money  interests  are  in- 
volved. I  think  it  is  pretty  safe  to  say,  sir,  that 
the  accumulation  of  bonuses  that  there  may  be 
on  these  various  stalls  would  amount  to  more 
than  one  year's  rent  certainly,  and  as  to  the  prop- 
er adjudication  or  adjustment  of  $90,000  or  S100,- ' 
000  among  these  various  stalls,  it  would  be  a 
matter  in  regard  to  which  the  conditions  might 
vary  so  much  that  I  claim  that  it  would  be  a 
matter  which  no  committee  I  have  ever  had  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  in  the  City  Council  could 
possibly  attend  to  within  the  next  two  weeks. 
Then  on  the  first  day  of  March  we  come  within 
the  limit  of  the  ordinance  and  must  say  what 
we  will  do.  I  hope  therefore  that  the  motion  to 
recommit  will  be  withdrawn,  and  that  the  mat- 
ter in  regard  to  obtaining  information  will  be 
entertained  separately,  if  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  15  desires.  I  would  say  here  that  I  desire 
to  offer  a  substitute,  which  is  a  redrafting  of 
the  order  as  it  comes  to  us  from  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  which  seems  to  me  to  conform  more 
fairly  and  properly  "with  the  ordinance  than  the 
order  which  came  to  us  from  the  Board.  I 
haven't  intended  to  change  the  provisions  at 
all,  but  simply  put  this  in  so  as  to  make  it  con- 
form to  the  ordinance.  Of  course  I  can  offer  it 
while  the  order  is  pending. 

Mr.  McNary— l  am  very  glad  that  my  col- 
league from  Ward  15  offered  the  order  which  he 
has  offered  here  this  evening,  for  the  reason 
that  it  has  been  the  means  of  eliciting  valuable 
information  and  drawn  further  information 
from  various  members  of  the  Council. 
We  have  heard  the  statement  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  22,  and  we  have  heard  it  dis- 
cussed from  a  marketrnan's  view  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  10,  and  we  have  had  a  descrip- 
tion of  ancient  and  modern  methods  of  market- 
ing from  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12.    I  was  at 


first  in  doubt  in  regard  to  this  subject,  but  since 
I  have  looked  into  it  and  have  heard  the  various 
statements  which  have  been  made  here  tonight, 
giving  statistics  and  figures  in  regard  to  stalls, 
cellars  and  so  forth,  I  have  rather  changed 
the  opinion  which  I  first  had,  that  the 
city  could  make  another  lease  for  considerably 
more  money  and  might  realize  a  good  deal  more 
out  of  it.  I  must  say  that  my  views  in  that  re- 
spect have  changed  somewhat  in  regard  to  that, 
and  that  I  shall  now  vote  for  the  renewal  of  the 
lease.  I  would,  however,  like  a  little  more  in- 
formation from  the  gentleman  from  Ward  22 
in  regard  to  it.  It  is  merely  as  a  matter  of  ad- 
ditional information,  and  will  not  affect  the 
question  one  way  or  the  other— and  what  I 
would  like  to  ask  is  if  it  makes  any  difference 
in  regard  to  any  particular  stall  as  far  as  price 
is  concerned,  if  he  has  it  in  his  notes.  That  is 
to  say,  whether  the  rent  for  one  stall  would  be 
$500  and  for  another  $1000,  and  so  forth. 

Mr.  Perkins— Well,  I  think  that  enough  has 
been  said  on  this  subject  perhaps  to  give  every 
one  the  information  desired  ;  but  as  I  happen  to 
be  a  member  of  the  committee  this  year,  and 
was  also  a  member  last  year,  I  perhaps  can  sug- 
gest one  or  two  points.  I  also  had  this  impres- 
sion when  I  first  went  on  the  committee,  that 
perhaps  those  stalls  might  be  leased  for  more 
money.  I  have  thought  so,  and  said  it  to  mar- 
ketmen  there,  that  I  believed  that  a  private 
corporation  might  get  more  money  out  of  those 
stalls.  But  after  looking  into  the  matter  care- 
fully, as  it  was  my  duty  to  do,  I  made  up  my 
mind  that  the  city  is  getting  about  as  much 
money  as  it  should,  and  that  the  present  pol- 
icy would  be  the  best  policy  that  we  could 
pursue  in  the  long  run.  Perhaps  if  the  stalls 
wrere  put  up  at  auction  and  there  was  a 
scramble  for  them,  the  city  might  for  one  term 
get  more  money ;  but  I  think  in  the  long  run. 
say  25  years  from  now  or  such  a  matter,  that  the 
leases  would  be  so  uncertain  that  very  many 
men  would  not  like  to  go  into  those  markets 
and  would  lease  quarters  in  private  market 
buildings,  We  must  also  bear  this  in  mind, 
that  other  markets  have  grown  up  and  are  being 
built  up  in  that  vicinity ;  and,  belonging  to  pri- 
vate parties,  have  some  advantages  in  some  re- 
spects, which  our  public  markets  do  not  have. 
That  is  to  say,  if  a  man  desires  to  leave  his  stall 
he  can  lock  it  up  when  he  chooses  and  open  it 
when  he  wishes,  except  on  Sundays ;  but  when 
he  hires  a  stall  in  one  of  these  large  public  mar- 
kets he  has  to  come  within  the  rules  of  the  mar- 
ket, and  there  are  many  outs  about  it.  and  some 
objections.  I  believe  if  we  tried  to  get  a 
very  large  price  —  that  is,  a  much  larger 
price  than  we  are  getting  now  —  it  would 
be  very  hard,  as  you  might  say,  upon  the 
parties  coming  there,  and  in  the  long  run 
the  city  would  be  the  loser  by  it.  The  mar- 
ketmen  would  be  somewhat  scattered,  and  I 
believe  that  in  25  years  from  now  we  would 
not  have  as  good  a  class  of  marketmen  there  as 
we  have  at  the  present  time.  I  think  that  one 
thing  that  has  made  those  markets  what  they 
are  is  the  fact  that  they  have  had  a  srood  class 
of  business  men,  and  they  have  been  a  hard 
working  class  of  men  and  have  been  honest: 
and  some  of  them  have  "made  money. 
I  believe  that  is  what  has  raised  the 
valuation  of  some  of  the  stalls  to  a  much 
greater  figure  than  that  of  others,  because 
some  parties  have  occupied  them  and  been  suc- 
cessful, and  built  up  a  large  trade  which  is  very 
valuable.  Those  stalls  will  not,  if  that  class  of 
men  at  the  present  time  is  scattered,  bring  as 
much  money :  and  we  must  bear  in  mind  this, 
gentleman  of  the  Council,  that  if  we  are  press- 
ing parties  there  too  hard  for  money  they  will 
scatter.  There  is  nothing  to  prevent  private 
corporations  from  building  up  just  as  good 
markets  and  buildings  as  we  have  there  and 
letting  them  out  at  as  low,  if  not  lower,  rates 
than  we  are  getting  today,  and,  if  that  wrere 
the  case,  our  property  would  depreciate  in  value 
and  the  income  from  it  would  be  much  de- 
creased. I  believe,  after  looking  the  matter  all 
over,  that  the  present  leases  are  about  right  and 
should  be  renewed. 

Mr.  Gomez  moved  the  previous  question.  Mr. 
Fowler  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  think  that  nobody  will  accuse  me 
of  sacrificing  the  interests  of  the  city  of  Boston. 
I  have  made  a  thorough  investigation  of  this 
subject.  I  came  to  that  investigation  with  a 
mind  entirely  prejudiced,  if  I  might  say  so,  or  at 
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least  entirely  biassed  against  renewing  these 
leases  at  the  present  prices.  When  I  had  gotten 
about  half  way  through  that  investigation,  I 
concluded  that  I  would  not  oppose  the  renewal 
of  the  leases,  but  that  I  would  keep  silence. 
But  when  I  finished  that  investigation,  I  made 
up  my  mind  that  I  could  not  conscientiously 
perform  my  duties  as  a  member  of  this  City 
Council  without  saying  something  in  favor  of 
the.  renewal  of  the  leases.  It  is  an  actual  fact, 
which  I  discovered  by  careful  investigation, 
that  the  occupants  of  those  stalls  are  paying  on 
an  average  about  twice  the  rental  per  square  foot 
of  space  that  outside  parties  and  private  individ- 
uals are  getting  for  their  property  in  that 
vicinity.  Now  that  is  entirely  a  different 
state  of  facts  from  what  I  found  when  I 
investigated  in  regard  to  the  leases  in  the 
Old  State  House ;  and  when  I  saw  that  fact 
develop  in  the  course  of  my  investigation  I 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  I  must  favor  the  re- 
newal of  these  leases.  My  preconceived  notions 
were  founded  entirely  upon  a  misconception  of 
the  real  facts  of  the  case.  Therefore  I  withdrew 
from  my  previous  position  and  feel  that  these 
leases  should  be  renewed,  and  that  it  is  for  the 
interests  of  the  city  of  Boston  that  that  renewal 
should  be  made  at  the  present  prices.  I  feel  like 
making  this  frank  statement,  because  I  shall 
always  feel  inclined,  whenever  I  find  that  I  am 
wrong  in  any  preconceived  notions  in  regard  to 
any  matter,  to  retract  my  previous  views  and 
take  up  with  what  I  know  to  be  the  facts  of  the 
case. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Murphy— I  think  that  the  gentle- 
man's time  for  debate  has  expired. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  have  finished. 

Mr.  Frost— Just  one  moment,  sir.  I  want  to 
give  my  voice  in  favor  of  renewing  these  leases 
under  the  report  that  we  have  had  from  the 
committee,  which  I  think,  sir.  is  very  explicit, 
and  shows  to  us  that  we  are  doing  as  well  as  we 
ought  to  do  for  the  interests  of  the  city.  I  think, 
sir,  that  owing  to  the  circumstance  that  this 
market  was  built  for  the  benefit  of  the  citizens, 
and  we  are  getting  a  sufficient  interest  on  the 
investment,  that  we  cannot  do  any  better  than 
to  extend  these  leases  to  these  gentlemen  who 
have  made  them  so  valuable  as  they  are,  and  I 
shall  vote  in  favor  of  it. 

Mi-.  R.  Sullivan— I  only  rise  at  this  time  to 
give  information  which  was  suggested  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12,  to  these  parties  who 
were  opposed  to  this  order.  In  case  they  should 
like  to  refer  to  certain  records  which  would 
show  clearly  that  this  order  should  pass,  and 
which  would  give  them  a  definite  idea  in  regard 
to  the  carrying  on  of  the  market,  I  would  re- 
spectfully refer  them  to  Quincy's  History,  page 
20,  the  second  note ;  and  also  to  Document  91  of 
the  year  1870 ;  also  to  Public  Document  100  of 
the  year  1865;  and  I  would  also  quote  a  note  in 
the  Memorial  History  of  Boston  compiled  by 
Justin  Winsor,  in  which  he  says:  "The  market 
owes  much  of  its  success  and  prosperity  to  the 
high  character  of  the  men  who  occupy  it."  I 
hope  the  order  will  pass. 

Mr.  Carroll— Mr.  President. 

The  President— The  time  for  debate  has  ex- 
pired. 

The  main  question  was  ordered.  The  order 
was  read  a  second  time  and  the  question  came 
on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  as  a  substitute  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Ordered,  That  the  rents  at  present  paid  for  the 
stalls  and  cellars  of  Faneuil-liall  Market,  shall, 
for  the  term  of  five  years  from  April  1,  1887,  be 
established  at  the  minimum  price  to  be  paid. 

Ordered,  That  the  leases  granted  for  or  during 
such  term  shall  provide  that  the  market  shall 
be  open  on  Decoration  day  and  Fourth  of  July 
until  9  o'clock  A.M.,  whenever  said  holidays 
come  on  Monday  or  Saturday. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  reason  why  I  offer  that 
substitute  is  because  Section  5  of  Chapter  46 
expressly  says : 

The  minimum  prices  therefor  shall  be  established  by 
vote  of  the  City  Council,  at  a  date  not  less  than  one 
month,  and  not  more  than  three  months,  before  the  begin- 
ning of  each  term  of  lease.  The  superintendent  shall  re- 
ceive a  copy  of  such  vote  forthwith  from  the  city  clerk, 
and  shall  notify  the  tenants  then  occupying,  who  shall 
have  the  option  of  taking,  at  such  price,  a  new  lease  of 
their  respective  holdings,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
mayor.    AH  stalls  and  cellars  not  so  taken  at   the  date  of 

the  beginning  of  the  new  ter r  lease  shall  be  leased  to 

suitable  persons  by  the  superintendent,  at  not  less  than 
the    rents    affixed  by  ,the  order    of  the    City    Council. 


All  leases   shall   require   the    written    approval   of    the 
mayor. 

Therefore,  as  we  have  an  ordinance  very  ex- 
plicitly pointing  out  what  is  to  be  done,  namely, 
that  the  minimum  price  be  fixed  by  vote  of  the 
City  Council  and  that  be  given  to  the  superin- 
tendent, who  arranges  it  with  the  tenants,  it 
seems  to  me  that  we  nad  better  pass  the  order 
just  in  requirement  to  the  terms  of  the  ordi- 
nance. 

In  regard  to  the  other  provision  I  have  put  in 
in  regard  to  the  leases,  the  mayor  has  the  right 
to  approve  leases,  and  is  in  the  nature  of  an  in- 
struction ;  and  it  had  better  be  put  in  that  way, 
sir.  It  is  better  to  have  the  order  passed  in  that 
way,  and  then  the  mayor  in  having  the  order 
drawn  up  will  see  that  the  lease  is  complied 
with.  This  is  purely  a  matter  of  proper  word- 
ing of  the  orders,  and  isn't  contrary  to  any  part 
of  the  order,  I  believe,  as  it  comes  to  us  from 
the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Richards — Before  voting  on  this  question, 
I  should  like  to  ask  one  more  question  fro  m 
those  who  oppose  it.  I  should  like  to  in- 
quire what  the  average  size  of  the  stalls  of 
Faneuil-hall  Market  is,  and  then  I  should  ask 
what  the  average  price  is  in  feet  and  then  in 
the  aggregate.  Having  learned  that,  I  should 
like  to  know  what  is  the  average  price  of  these 
cellars  on  the  streets  surrounding  Faneuil-hall 
Market.  I  have  been  informed  that  the  cellars 
on  some  of  the  streets  in  the  neighborhood  rent 
for  $3000  and  $4000  a  year.  If  that  is  true,  and 
the  average  price  of  the  stalls  in  Faneuil-hall 
Market  is  81150  per  annum,  it  seems  to  me  that 
these  leases  are  rather  cheap. 

The  substitute  order  was  adopted  as  an 
amendment  and  passed.  Mr.  R.  Sullivan  moved 
to  reconsider.  Mr.  J.  J.  Murphy  doubted  the 
vote,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Whall— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that  the 
suggestion  of  the  doubt  comes  too  late. 

The  President— The  Chair,  in  order  to  be  fair 
in  the  matter,  would  say  that  he  was  probably  a 
little  hasty  in  recognizing  the  motion  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  6.  Mr.  Murphy 
doubts  the  vote,  and  asks  for  the  yeas  and  nays) 

The  substitute  order  was  passed ;  yeas  42,  nays 
10: 

Yeas — Barry,  Burr,«  Carstensen,  Chamberlain, 
Cochran.  Davern,  Desmond,  Dewey,  Dolan, 
Dunn,  Fisher,  Foss,  Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost, 
Gomez,  Haggerty,  Keliher,  Kelly,  Ladd,  Latti- 
more,  Lauten,  McEnanev,  McKenna,  F.  Morison, 
F.  R.  Morrison,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Norton,  Per- 
kins, C.  C.  Powers,  E  J.  Powers,  Sanger,  Shaw, 
Snow.  E.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Thayer,  Tracey, 
Tuttle,  Webster,  Whall,  AVhitmore— 42. 

Nays— Carroll,  Coleman,  Connolly,  J.  Galla- 
gher, P.  J.  Gallagher,  Harrington,  Hayes,  Ken- 
nedy, Leary,  J.  J.  Murphy,  Nunan,  Richards, 
Short,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevens— 16. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Atwood,  Blume,  Bow- 
man, Clark,  Coyle,  Duggan,  Light,  Mahoney, 
McNary,  J.  Murphy,  O'Mealey,  Perry,  Reilly, 
Wilson— 14. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 
Sent  up. 

HOUSE  FOR  ENGINE  COMPANY  NO.   6. 

By  unanimous  consent  and  by  agreement 
with  members  differing  with  him,  Mr.  Whall 
was  allowed  to  call  up  the  special  assignment, 
No.  32  on  the  calendar,  which  on  his  motion  was 
further  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  at  9  o'clock, 
P.M.,  viz.: 

Order  fur  the  Fire  Commissioners,  with  appro- 
val of  the  mayor,  to  purchase,  as  a  site  for  a  build- 
ing for  Engine  Company  Ku.  6.  the  estates  22 
and  24  Lo\  licit  street,  at  a  cost  of  $21,750,  with 
a  proposed  amendment  to  provide  that  the  cost 
should  not  exceed  that  amount. 

INVESTIGATION  OF  THE  POLICE  DEPARTMENT  IN 
CONNECTION  WITH  THE   STRIKE. 

Early  in  the  session  Mr.  Short  offered  the 
following: 

Whereas  the  action  of  the  Police  Commis- 
sioners has  not  been  satisfactory  in  regard  to 
the  South  Boston  railroad  troubles;  be  it 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  to  investigate 
the  Board  of  Police  be  requested — 

First,  To  ascertain  bow  many  police  officers 
have  been  stationed  on  the  South  Boston  horse 
cars  assisting  conductors  and  drivers  in  running 
their  cars— a  business  foreign  to  the  duties  of  a 
police  officer. 

Second,  How  many  police  officers  have  been 
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in  the  pay  of  the  South  Boston  Railroad  Com- 
pany. 

Third,  If  the  action  of  the  South  Boston  Rail- 
road Company,  in  refusing  to  deal  fairly  with 
their  employees,  has  not  cost  the  taxpayers  a 
large  sum  of  money. 

Fourth,  If  the  valuable  franchise  given  to  this 
company  is  not  used  wholly  in  making  large 
dividends,  doubling  up  the  value  of  their  stock, 
and  if  our  police  force  has  not  been  used  in 
assisting  in  this  work. 

Fifth,  If  the  police  force  could  not  have  been 
massed  at  certain  points  in  such  a  way  as  to 
make  them  efficient  in  preserving  law  and  or- 
der, instead  of  making  them  horse-car  conduct- 
ors and  drivers. 

Sixth,  If  the  extraordinary  and  unusual  action 
of  the  Police  Board  in  manning  the  South  Bos- 
ton cars  with  police  officers  has  not,  of  itself, 
been  the  cause  of  attracting  crowds  in  our 
streets,  and  aggravating  the  troubles,  greatly  to 
the  injury  of  men  who  were  peacefully  demand- 
ing their  rights. 

Seventh,  If  the  safety  and  protection  of  other 
sections  of  the  city  have  not  been  neglected  by 
the  Police  Board  to  assist  a  monopoly  instead  of 
protecting  our  citizens. 

Eighth,  If  the  following  expression  emanated 
from  the  Police  Board  or  from  any  official  of  the 
department:  "Keep  this  matter  up;  we'll  give 
you  police  officers  as  long  as  you  want  them." 

Specially  assigned  on  motion  of  Mr.  Short  to  a 
quarter  before  9  P.  M. 

Later  in  the  session  the  order  was  called  up  by 
Mr.  Short. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  preamble  and 
order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Short— Mr.  President,  I  wish  to  say  at 
this  time  that  I  think  the  specifications  con- 
tained in  that  order  sufficiently  explain  them- 
selves. It  appears  to  me  that  among  the  duties 
devolving  upon  the  special  committee  appoint- 
ed to  make  certain  investigations  in  regard  to 
the  Police  Commissioners,  should  be  included 
these  duties  as  a  part  of  the  work  to  be  done. 
I  do  not  think  it  necessary,  at  least  at  the  pres- 
ent time,  to  go  into  details  about  this  matter, 
for  it  must  be  evident  to  the  members  of  this 
body,  as  members  of  the  city  government,  that 
there  has  been  neglect  in  regard  to  the  action  of 
the  Police  Commissioners  in  distributing  its 
police  force  during  the  past  10  days,  and  by  over- 
working them  and  by  giving  them  a  slight  illus- 
tration of  what  has  been  the  work  on  a  horse- 
car  in  the  city  of  Boston  for  the  past  few  years, 
they  have  rendered  the  policemen  physi- 
cally and  mentally  incapable  of  discharging 
their  duties  as  public  officers.  After  taking  all 
these  matters  into  consideration,  I  think  there 
is  sufficient  in  the  specifications  contained  in 
that  order  to  justify  the  placing  of  that  matter 
m  the  hands  of  this  committee. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  to  amend  the  order 
by  making  the  reference  to  the  Committee  on 
Police.  I  do  it  for  this  reason :  The  special  com- 
mittee to  investigate  the  Police  Department  was 
appointed  to  investigate  a  particular  set  of 
charges,  which  relate  almost  wholly  to  matters 
which  have  taken  place  in  the  courts  in  regard 
to  the  liquor  business.  They  have  about  all  that 
they  can  attend  to,  if  they  give  a  fair  share  of 
their  time  to  it.  There  is  no  particular  reason 
why  that  committee  should  be  charged  with 
this  duty.  They  have  not  been  able  yet  to  get  to 
work,  because  such  committees  move  compara- 
tively slowly ;  but  next  week  they  are  to  begin 
their  work,  and  it  looks  as  if  they  were  likely  to 
have  a  number  of  meetings  to  get  at  the  evi- 
dence. They  were  appointed  to  investiate  cer- 
tain matters  concerning  the  acts  of  police  offi- 
cers before  juries,  and  in  the  courts  in  regard  to 
the  liquor  business.  Now,  sir,  this  order  evi- 
dently refers  to  the  police  force ;  it  rela  es  to 
their  ordinary  duties  as  policemen,  and  the 
Committee  on  Police  Department,  being  a  stand- 
ing committee,  certainly  is  the  proper  commit- 
tee to  investigate  these  charges.  As  they  have 
no  special  business  on  their  hands  that  I  know 
of,  if  the  gentleman  desires  to  have  the  matter 
investigated,  I  think  that  it  is  the  proper  com- 
mittee to  send  the  order  to.  I  therefore  move  to 
change  the  reference  from  the  special  commit- 
tee of  investigation  to  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Police. 

The  question  was  on  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Dewey— I  agree,  in  part,  with  the  gentle- 
man who  offered  this  order,  and  that  is  the  part 
wherein  he  said  that  this  matter  did  not  re- 


quire going  into  in  detail  at  this  time.  But  I 
should  go  further  and  say  that  I  believe  this 
matter  does  not  require  going  into  in  detail  at 
any  time.  The  order  which  is  offered  begins 
with  an  expression  of  opinion  on  the  part  of  this 
Council,  that  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Police 
during  the  last  week  has  not  been  satisfactory. 
My  impression  has  been  that  the  action  of  the 
Board  of  Police  has  been  essentially  satisfactory, 
and  that  that  is  an  opinion  not  only  of  many 
members  of  this  Council,  but  also  of  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  citizens  at  large.  I  move  that  the 
whole  matter  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  question  was  upon  laying  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Leary—  I  cannot  agree  with  the  last  speak- 
er that  this  matter  should  not  be  gone  into  in 
detail,  because  when  the  first  car  was  run  in 
South  Boston  it  presented  a  very  peculiar  sight. 
At  a  distance  of  about  every  SOyards  was  stationed 
a  squad  of  six  police  officers,  three  on  either  side 
of  the  street,  and  all  the  way  along  from  South 
Boston  to  the  city  proper  over  to  Washington 
street,  police  officers  were  stationed:  also  on 
each  car  were  stationed  four  other  officers,  two 
in  front  and  two  in  the  rear;  not  alone  that,  but 
the  car  was  accompanied  by  mounted  police- 
men from  South  Boston  away  down  to  Dor- 
chester avenue.  That  state  of  affairs  had  con- 
tinued for  several  days  in  South  Boston,  and  on 
Tuesday  evening  about  5  o'clock  I  was  over  in 
South  Boston  and  saw  what  I  considered  a  very 
peculiar  sight— a  car  retraining  from  the  city 
with  eight  or  ten  mounted  policemen,  and  two 
or  three  policemen  on  either  platform,  a  precau- 
tion which  was  altogether  uncalled  for ;  no  need 
of  it  at  all ;  there  was  no  violence  of  any  kind 
unless  you  can  call  the  delaying  of  the  ear 
by;  truckmen  on  their  carts  violence.  I  main- 
tain that  one  or  two  mounted  policemen  would 
have  kept  the  tracks  clear  just  as  well  as  eight 
men  did.  I  know  they  must  have  had  half  of 
the  entire  police  force  over  there.  We  have  had 
a  larger  share  of  the  police  force  hi  South 
Boston  the  last  week  than  was  necessary. 
It  was  altogether  uncalled  for.  I  say 
the  city  is^  very  fortunate  that  it  did 
not  have  a  large  robbery  in  the  other 
portions  of  the  city.  If  we  had  had  a  large  rob- 
bery you  would  have  heard  some  talk  from  some 
of  the  gentlemen  in  this  chamber  different  from 
what  you  have  heard.  We  could  easily  have  had 
such  a  robbery-  I  say  that  the  affair  presented 
such  an  appearance  as  we  read  about  when  the 
Czar  of  Russia  makes  a  public  visit  during  his 
most  dangerous  times.  That  is  about  the  condi- 
tion of  affairs  in  South  Boston.  I  do  not  know 
who  is  paying  for  these  officers.  I  should  like  to 
find  out  if  the  South  Boston  railroad  can,  in  a 
difference  with  its  men,  control  one-half  the 
police  force  of  the  city  of  Boston.  If  they  can, 
whv  then  if  some  other  corporation  had  a  differ- 
ence with  its  men  they  could  control  and  pay 
for  the  other  half  of  the  police  force.  It  may  be 
that  the  people  of  Boston  are  not  to  be  cared  for 
at  all  because  it  is  a  Metropolitan  Board  of 
Police,  and  that  may  make  a  difference.  I  hope 
this  order  will  pass  and  that  we  shall  look  into 

Mr.  Lauten— I  can  only  simply  say  that  the 
large  escort  to  the  first  car  was  probably  because 
I  was  in  that  car.  I  don't  know  anv  other  reason 
for  it. 

Mr.  Carroll— I  hope  this  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table  will  not  prevail.  As  I  come  from  South 
Boston,  the  district  represented  by  the  strike,  I 
think  it  is  necessary  that  the  affairs  of  the  po- 
lice should  be  investigated.  I  have  seen  ois- 
tricts  uncovered  there  day  after  day,  and  a  po- 
liceman said  he  had  not  seen  his  beat  for  three 
days  and  had  left  it  uncovered.  If  the  city  of 
Boston  pays  for  the  police  force  I  believe  the 
people  of  all  sections  should  be  protected  in  their 
property.  Yesterday  afternoon  in  one  section 
of  the  city  of  Boston  gangs  of  boys,  probably  50 
or  100  in  each  gang,  were  hammering  each  other 
with  sticks  and  stones,  and  there  was  a  police- 
man very  near  who  could  not  go  down  there 
and  Iquell  the  disturbance,  because  he  said  he 
was  ordered  not  to  move  from  that  place.  If 
that  is  the  method  of  protecting  property  and 
the  rights  of  the  citizens,  and  if  it  has  come  to 
that  pass,  then  I  say  that  the  affairs  of  the  police 
should  be  investigated,  so  that  we  may  know  if 
their  conduct  in  South  Boston  has  given  satis- 
faction during  the  past  week.  The  policemen 
attending  the  cars  last  Sunday  attracted  more 
attention  than  the  running  of  the  cars,  and  the 
people  expecting  there  would  be  trouble  were 
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attracted  to  that  part  of  the  city ;  and  that  is  the 
reason  for  the  large  crowds  in  South  Boston  last 
Sunday.  I  hope  that  the  motion  to  lay  the  or- 
der on  the  table  will  not  prevail,  and  that  we 
shall  discuss  this  order  and  pass  it. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  hope  this  motion  to  lay  on  the 
tahle  will  prevail.  I  have  heard  a  different  ex- 
pression of  sentiment  from  citizens  of  South 
Boston  in  regard  to  this  matter  from  what  has 
been  expressed  by  the  gentleman  who  has  just 
taken  his  seat.  The  sentiment  is  that  they  are 
not  sufficiently  protected  by  tne  police  force,  and 
that  more  policemen  instead  of  less  are  neces- 
sary over  there  to  protect  them,  and  to  render 
them  safe  in  their  dwellings  and  upon  the  streets 
of  South  Boston.  That  is  the  sentiment  that 
prevails  there  among  the  law-abiding  citizens 
of  South  Boston— the  universal  sentiment. 

Mr.  Lear y— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
gentleman  has  stated  what  is  deliberately  un- 
true and  false. 

Mr.  Ladd— That  is  not  a  point  of  order.  Mr. 
President,  I  claim  the  floor. 

Mr.  Leart— The  gentleman  has  stated  what 
is  untrue  in  regard  to  the  people  whom  I  repre- 
sent, and  I  will  not  sit  here  and  permit  anybody 
to  state  an  untruth.  [Rap,  rap,  rap  by  the  pres- 
ident.] 

Mr.  Ladd — That  is  not  a  point  of  order  at  all. 
Mr.  President,  have  I  the  floor? 

The  President— Mr.  Ladd  of  Ward  10. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  am  surprised  that  a  gentleman 
who  has  been  here  more  than  a  year  undertakes 
to  rise  upon  his  feet  and  raise  such  a  point  of  or- 
der as  that.  It  is  an  outrage  upon  every  member 
here.  I  say  there  is  a  sentiment  among  the  law- 
abiding  citizens  of  South  Boston  that  they  are 
not  sufficiently  protected  by  the  police  force,  and 
that  the  police  force  is  too  much  in  sympathy 
with  those  who  are  placing  their  property  and 
their  lives  in  jeopardy,  and  if  there  is 
any  investigation,  that  is  the  reason  why 
an  investigation  should  be  made.  The 
gentleman  who  represents  South  Boston,  and 
other  gentlemen  who  represent  the  same  sec- 
tion, and  their  associates,  come  in  here  and  deny 
the  citizens  of  Boston  the  right  to  employ  men 
to    protect    their   own   property,  and    then  they 

come  in  here  and  deny  the  right  of  the  city  of 
Boston  to  employ  its  police  officers  to  protect 
that  property.  That  means  that  the  property 
owners  of  the  city  of  Boston  are  to  be  Subjected 
to  mob  force  and  mob  violence.  [Hisses  in  the 
galleries,  and  a  cry  of  "Rats."] 
The  President— [Rap.  rap,]— The— 
Mr.  Ladd— And  if  any  man  dares  to  rise  here 
and  raise  his  voice  against  it  [hisses,  rap,  rap, 
by  the  president]  he  is  treated  in  this  disre- 
spectful manner.  [Hisses,  rap,  rap,  by  the  pres- 
ident.] I  fear  neither  the  accusation  of  any 
member  on  this  floor,  nor  the  hisses  of  the  mem- 
ber's friends  in  the  gallery.    [Hisses 

The  President— The  Chair  desires  now  to  say 
to  the  occupants  of  the  galleries  thai  only  by  the 
courtesy  of  the  presiding  officer  are  the)  allowed 
to  occupy  the  galleries.  If  there  is  any  more 
disturbance  there  tonight  1  shall  order  the  city 
messenger  to  clear  the  galleries,     V»u    have  the 

privilege  of  remaining  there  to  listen  to  the  de- 
bate, and  that  only:  and  upon  any  occupant  of 
the  gallery  interrupting  any  member  on  this 
floor,  I  shall  insist  upon  the  galleries  being 
closed.  Mr.  Ladd  has  the  door.  [Loud  applause 
among  the  members.] 

Mr.  Ladd — Do  you  propose  to  tie  the  hands  of 
the  property  owners  of  the  city  of  Host  on'.'  You 
know,  or  ought  to  know,  that  widows  and  or- 
phans, fatherless  ami  motherless  children,  own 
tin- stock  of  the  South  Boston  Railroad  Com- 
pany, and  they  have  rights  which  deserve  to  be 

protected.  More  than  that,  every  stone  that  is 
thrown  at  a  car  ol  the  South  Boston  Railroad 
Company  and  smashes— 

The  President— The  time  tor  debate  ha«  ex- 
pired. The  time  allowed  I'm  ilehate  on  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  upon  the  table  is  ten  minutes,  and  it 
has  expired. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  thought  I  was  allowed  15  min- 
utes. 

The  I'KKsmr.NT— No.  sir,  ten  minutes. 

Mr.  Leaky— I  wish  the  gentleman— 

Mr.  McNary— Mr.  President. 

The  President — The  time  for  debate  on  the 

molion  to  lay  on  the  tahle  has  expired, 

Mr.  McNary  —  ]  move  thai  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  in  have  further  time. 

Mr.  Whitmork— I  hope  that  that  motion  will 
not  prevail.    Iwish  as  much  as  anybody  to  ex- 


tend courtesy  to  every  member  of  the  Council. 
But,  sir,  I  think  there  are  some  limits — 

Mr.  Ladd— If  the  gentleman  will  allow  me  to 
interrupt  him  I  wish  to  say  that  I  shall  be  satis- 
fied to  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  speak 
when  the  rules  will  allow  me. 

Mr.  McNary— In  that  case  I  withdraw  my  mo- 
tion. It  was  only  offered  as  a  matter  of  cour- 
tesy to  the  gentleman. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  declared 
lost.  Mr.  Sanger  doubted  the  vote  and  on  his 
motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost,  yeas 
27,  nays  33 : 

Yeas— Atwood,  Bowman.  Burr,  Carstensen, 
Chamberlain,  Clark,  Dewey,  Fisher,  Fottler, 
Fowler,  Frost,  Ladd,  Lattimore,  Lauten,  F. 
Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison,  Norton,  Perkins.  C.  C. 
Powers,  Richards,  Sanger,  Shaw,  Snow,  E.  Sul- 
livan, Thayer,  Turtle,  Webster— 27. 

Nays— Blume,  Carroll,  Cochran,  Coleman, 
Connolly,  Davern,  Desmond,  Dolan,  Dunn,  Foss, 
P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Haggerty,  Harrington, 
Hayes,  Kefley,  Kennedy,  Leary.McEnaney,  Mc- 
Kenna,  McNary,  J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy, 
Nunan,  Perry,  E.  J.  Powers,  Reilly.  Short, 
J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevens, 
Whitmore— 33 

Absent  or  not  voting— Barry,  Coyle,  Duggan, 
J.  Gallagher.  Keliher,  Light,  Mahonev,  J.  Mur- 
phy, O'Mealey,  Tracey,  Whall,  Wilson— 12. 

Ihe  question  then  came  upon  the  motion  to 
amend  by  changing  the  reference  to  the  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Police. 

Mr.  Leary— I  hope  that  motion  will  not  pre- 
vail, and  as  I  said  I  would  not  sit  here  in  my 
seat  and  allow  any  member  to  cast  any  such 
insinuations  upon  the  people  whom  I  represent, 
as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  has  cast  to- 
night, no  matter  how  feeble  I  may  be  able  to 
protest  against  it.  The  gentleman  starts  off 
just  as  I  charged  him  once  before,  with  biting 
off  more  than  he  can  chew.  That  is  the 
trouble  with  him.  He  starts  off  and  says 
that  every  law-abiding  citizen  wants  it.  I 
want  to  know  if  I  am  not  a  law-abiding  citizen, 
and  if  I  am  not  sent  here  by  law-abiding  citi- 
zens'.' and  1  am  no  better  than  the  people  who 
sent  me.  He  insinuates  that  I  am  sent  here  by  a 
class  of  people  who  are  not  law-abiding  citizens. 

Now,  six,  the  gentleman  has  seen  fit  to  get   up 

here  and  picture  one  class  of  gentlemen  m  this 
chamber,  but  lam  willing  to  stand  on  the  side 
of  the  people  who  sent  me  here,  and  I  think  I 
will  come  out  at  the  top  of  the  heap.  The  peo- 
ple who  sent  me  here  arc  law-abiding  citizens, 
poor  hard-working  people,  and  they  possess 
virtue,  and  that  cannot  he  said  in  all  cases  of 
the  people  who  sent  him  here.  [Laughter.]  He 
says  that  every  law-abiding  citizen  wants  it. 
What  does  he  know  about  South  Boston  any- 
how? 

The  President— The  Chair  will  remind  the 
gentleman  that  the  quest  ion  is  upon  reference 
to  thc.ioini  Committee  on  Police. 

Mr.  Leahy — Under  these  circumstances  I  feel 
too  excited  to  express  myself  as  I  feel,  when  a 
man  will  stand  in  this  Council  and  make  such 
wholesale,  sweeping  and  false  charges.  The 
difficulty  is  he  does  not  take  the  trouble  to 
know  uliat  he  is  talking  about,  to  find  out  what 
lie  is  talking  about  on  tliis  motion.  I  said  his 
remark  was  uncalled  for,  and  that  it  was  a  false- 
hood, and  I  now  reassert  that.     1  know   that  the 

law-abiding  citizens  of  South   Boston  are  not 

satisfied  with  the  action  of  the  police. 

The  President-  The  question  is  upon  refer- 
ence to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Pol  ice, and  if  the 
gentleman  wishes  to  make  a  personal  explana- 
tion he  will  have  to  rise  to  a  question  of  privi- 
lege. 

Mr.  Leahy— The  gen i  lenia  u  said  thai  all  the 
law-abiding  citizens  wanted  it,  and  1  was  not 
included  in  that  number,  and  1  do  nol  intend  to 
sii  here  ami  occupy  my  chair  and  allow  that  re- 
mark In  pass  \\  ilhoiil  protest. 

The  President— The  question  is  upon  refer- 
ence lo  I  lie  Joint  (  omniittce  on  Police. 

Mr.  Dewey — Iwish  to  offer  an  amendment, 
The  preamble  in  this  order  says;  "Whereas  the 

action  of  the  Police  Commissioners  lias  nol  been 

satisfactory  in  regard  to  the  South  Boston  rail- 
road i  roubles."  whatever  maj  be  the  vote  of 
ibis  Council  on  the  mailer  ol  reference  I  think 

there  is  no  question  bill  thai  t  here  is  a  differ- 
ence of  opinion  as  lo  the  character  of  the  word- 
ing of  the  preamble.  I  therefore  move  to 
amend  the  order  by  striking  out  the  preamble. 
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Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  to  refer  the  whole 
matter— and  of  course  that  includes  the  pending 
amendment— to  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Police. 

Mr.  McNart— I  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege 
on  this  matter,  and  the  statement  I  desire  to 
make  under  the  question  of  privilege  is  this : 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  10  says  that  no  law- 
abiding  citizen  from  South  Boston  is  in  favor  of 
this  matter,  and  of  course  he  includes  me  in 
that  statement,  and  therefore  I  should  like 
to  have  a  few  words  to  say  in  rebuttal.  I  con- 
sider myself  quite  as  much  of  a  law-abiding 
citizen  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10,  or  any 
other  member  of  this  Council,  and  I  consider 
the  people  I  represent  to  be  as  good  law-abiding 
citizens  as  the  people  represented  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  10.  The  people  in  South  Boston 
are  just  as  good  law-abiding  citizens,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, and  behave  themselves  just  as  properly  as 
the  people  in  Ward  10.  They  are,  of  course, 
made  up  of  all  classes,  kinds  and  nationalities, 
but  their  morality  is  just  as  high  as  that 
of  the  people  in  the  ward  which  he  repre- 
sents, and  they  are  able  to  conduct  them- 
selves properly  on  all  occasions.  I  regard 
myself  as  conservative  as  most  of  the  members 
here  in  regard  to  any  question  which  comes  he- 
fore  the  Council.  Four  fifths,  I  venture  to  say, 
of  the  intelligent  people  of  South  Boston,  law- 
abiding  citizens,  do  not  favor  such  conduct  of 
the  police  as  we  have  had,  but  I  think  that  there 
has  been  no  occasion  for  the  action  of  the  Police 
Commissioners  in  sending  these  men  over  there 
at  all.  They  only  caused  additional  trouble  and 
caused  crowds  to  assemble,  according  to  my  own 
personal  observation,  and  the  crowds  that 
caused  the  trouble  in  South  Boston  there  were 
not  South  Boston  people  at  all,  because  I  am 
familiar  enough  with  the  faces  of  South  Boston 
people  to  recognize  them,  having  been  a  resi- 
dent there  for  years,  and  I  know  a  large  number 
of  them.  The  crowds  came  there  from  every 
part  of  the  city,  attracted  by  rumors  that  there 
would  be  trouble  with  the  police  force,  and  look 
at  what  ensued.  The  people  were  rushed 
on  to  by  horses  and  threatened  with 
clubbing,  and  to  my  knowledge  several  reputa- 
ble citizens  of  South  Boston  were  set  on  to  by 
the  police  in  this  matter.  One  of  the  respected 
citizens  of  South  Boston,  while  attempting  to 
prevent  an  officer  from  running  down  his  son, 
struck  the  officer's  horse,  and  he  was  immedi- 
ately struck  down  by  a  policeman,  and  carried 
off  and  put  into  jail,  and  kept  there  until  he  was 
hailed  out  by  his  friends.  Another  gentleman 
over  there,  whose  character  is  as  high  as  that  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  10,  while  trying  to  get 
home  to  his  dinner,  was  driven  around  for  half 
a"  hour  by  a  policeman,  and  wasn't  able  to  get 
home  at  all, and  stated  that  he  was  driven  about, 
the  policeman  clubbing  him  all  the  time.  Now, 
is  that  the  proper  way  to  treat  people?  I  think 
it  is  not.  There  has  been  no  need  of  this  police 
force  of  four  policemen  on  every  car.  There 
has  been  no  disturbance,  and  there 
have  hardly  been  even  threatening  cries, 
except  on  the  lower  part  of  the  street, 
where  the  cry  of  "scap"  was  raised.  I  think, 
sir,  that  the  punishment  was  greater  than  the 
crime  in  that  respect.  Another  thing,  I  don't 
consider  that  the  South  Boston  railroad  people 
have  properly  accommodated  the  people.  I  am 
disgusted  with  the  action  of  that  railroad, 
and  I  say  here  that  although  they  have  some 
rights,  they  have  duties  also.  The  privilege  of 
running  cars  in  the  public  streets  was  given  to 
them  in  order  that  they  should  accommodate 
the  public.  They  have  not  accommodated  the 
public.  I  am  very  much  surprised,  sir,  at  the 
way  in  which  they  have  acted.  I  don't 
favor  strikes,  except  as  a  last  resort,  but  I  con- 
sider that  the  men  are  right  in  making  this  re- 
quest which  they  do,  and  I  consider  that  their 
demands  are  perfectly  proper,  and  that  they 
are  only  asking  for  something  which  they 
should  have,  and  I  know  that  the  citi- 
zens of  South  Boston  support  them  in  their 
claims.  I  consider  also  that  they  have  not 
acted  right  by  the  people,  and  I  know 
that  four  fifths  of  the  people  of  South  Boston 
sympathize  with  the  employees  in  this  matter. 
I  will  say  for  the  benefit  of  the  gentlemen  here 
that  there  has  not  been  a  single  act  of  violence 
perpetrated  by  one  of  the  strikers.  They  have 
conducted  themselves  in  the  most  exemplary 
manner,  and  in  a  way  which  reflects  great  credit 
on  the  section  in  which  they  live.    Each  and 


every  one  of  them,  also,  I  understand,  has 
pledged  himself  to  abstain  from  intoxicating 
drink,  in  any  manner  or  form,  during  the  prog- 
ress of  the  strike,  and  to  the  best  of  my  knowl- 
edge and  belief  they  have  done  so.  I  think  that 
those  men  have  acted  in  a  splendid  maimer, 
and  I  think  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  10  making  this  vicious  at- 
tack which  he  has  made  in  regard  to  people  of 
South  Boston  in  general,  and  strikers  in  particu- 
lar.   His  remarks  were  entirely  uncalled  for. 

Mr.  Sanger — I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  the 
gentleman  is  not  speaking  to  the '  question.  I 
move  that  the  debate  be  now  closed. 

Mr.  Blume— Is  there  any  time  to  debate  now? 

The  President— The  question  is  now  upon 
the  motion  offered  bv  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
11,  Mr.  Sanger,  that  the  debate  be  now  closed, 
upon  which  three  minutes'  debate  are  allowed. 

Mr.  Blume— I  am  sorry  the  gentleman  from 
my  ward  made  that  motion,  not  because  I  in- 
tend to  occupy  more  than  three  minutes,  but  I 
do  wish  to  he  heard  without  being  cut  off.  I  do 
not  rise  to  slander  the  law-abiding  citizens  of 
South  Boston;  I  do  not  rise  to  vindicate  the 
action  of  the  South  Boston  horse  railroad ;  I  do 
not  stand  here  to  assist  any  corporation,  nor 
any  person  or  anybody  among  its  employees  or 
its  patrons;  but  I  do  stand  here,  Mr.  President, 
to  object  to  the  general  spirit  and  tenor  of  these 
resolutions.  They  sound  to  me  more  like  the 
wail  of  a  disappointed  communist  than  any- 
thing else.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  gentleman 
who  mtroduced  this  order  is  bemoaning-  the  un- 
ortunate  consequences  of  that  action,  wh  ich  he 
has  done  so  much  to  instigate.  What  have 
the  gentleman  and  his  confederates  attempted 
to  do?  In  my  judgment— and  its  but  one  man's 
judgment— they  have  attenrpted  to  defy  the 
law.  What  has  the  South  Boston  railroad  at- 
tempted to  do?  A  lawful,  legitimate  business, 
and  in  the  pursuit  of  that  legal  and  legitimate 
business,  that  corporation  has  been  interfered 
with  by  the  gentleman  and  his  confederates. 
I  ask,  Mr.  President,  have  the  American 
people  come  to  this,  that  a  set  of  men 
can  dictate  to  another  set  of  men  what 
another  set  of  men  shall  do?  If  the  strikers 
on  the  South  Boston  railroad  cannot  get 
their  rights,  they  can  redress  their  wrongs  by 
going  to  the  proper  tribunals,  and  not  by  clog- 
ging up  the  streets  of  South  Boston,  and  inciting 
to  riot.  Now,  I  am  not  very  bloodthirsty,  but 
when  I  heard  of  last  Sunday's  proceedings  in 
South  Boston,  I  felt  like  this,  that  the  action  of 
the  police  was  not  satisfactory,  to  my  mind,  be- 
cause they  did  not  load  their  revolvers  deep 
enough.  I  do  not  seek  for  bloodshed,  but  I  do 
seek  to  put  down  a  riot  by  any  possible  means, 
if  it  must  be  at  the  cannon's  mouth.  Does  the 
gentleman  who  introduced  this  order  believe 
that  the  police  did  not  prevent  a  riot  in  South 
Boston  on  last  Sunday? 

The  President— The  gentleman's  time  has 
expired. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Mr.  President  and  gentlemen 
of  the  Council,  I  desire  to  call  back  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Council  to  the  matter  directly  before 
us.  I  am  very  sorry  that  gentlemen  on  both 
sides  of  the  topic  have  got  so  excited  about  it. 
because  it  does  not  seem  to  me  that  it  is  proper 
that  such  matters  should  have  been  discussed 
on  either  side  of  this  Council.  I  have  no  desire 
to  say  anything  flattering  to  the  gentleman  who 
introduced  the  order.  I  have  no  desire  to  say 
that  I  think  it  is  a  good  or  bad  order.    He  has  his 

Frivileges  the  same  as  the  rest  of  us.  But,  sir, 
do  say  that  every  gentleman  who  has  spoken 
on  the  subject  tonight  might  well  take  example 
from  the  gentleman  who  introduced  the  order, 
in  regard  to  the  forbearance  in  the  method  in 
which  he  treated  it.  He  brought  in  an  order,  as 
he  had  a  perfect  right  to  do.  However  offensive 
the  preamble  may  he  to  the  gentleman's  mind, 
it  is  not  more  offensive  than  preambles  and  or- 
ders brought  in  by  his  political  associates 
have  been  to  the  minds  of  other  members.  But. 
sir,  the  gentleman  made  a  proper  motion  to  re- 
fer to  a  proper  committee,  and  he  has  wisely  ah- 
stained  from  trying  to  inflame  the  passions  of 
persons  either  on  the  floor  or  in  the  gallery  by 
his  own  inconsiderate  statements  of  his  feelings. 
Now,  sir,I  hope  the  gentlemen  of  the  Council  will 
go  back  and  stand  upon  the  more  philosophic- 
platform  which  the  gentleman  who  introduced 
the  order  stands  upon.  He  had  a  right  to  intro- 
duce  it,  and  he  moved  to  refer  it  to  a  commit- 
tee.   The  only  question  is,  whether  we  will  re- 
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fer  it  to  the  committee  or  not.  After  the  deci- 
sive vote  which  has  been  taken  on  the  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table,  it  seems  to  me  the  only  sen- 
sible way  for  the  Council  to  act  is  to  let  the  or- 
der go  to  the  Committee  on  Police.  Let  the  com- 
mittee consider  it,  and,  when  it  comes  back,any 
gentleman  can  take  the  minority  or  majority 
report  and  advocate  or  dissent  as  he  pleases  at 
that  time.  But  it  seems  to  me,  as  a  matter  of 
common  sense,  we  should  stick  to  the  business 
before  us.  Let  us  close  debate  now  and  send 
the  order,  as  the  gentleman  has  requested,  to 
the  proper  committee  of  the  City  Council.  I 
hope  the  motion  to  close  debate  will  be  passed 
by  the  Council. 

Mr.  Short— Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  a 
motion  has  been  made  to  close  debate — 

The  President— The  gentleman  has  two  min- 
utes to  debate. 

Mr.  Short — I  would  most  respectfully  decline 
to  speak  upon  the  subject  at  all,  if  it  is  upon  a 
question  of  privilege,  and  I  must  decline  to  an- 
swer some  insinuations  made  against  me.  I  do 
not  think  it  is  consistent  with  the  teachings 
of  the  government  of  this  country,  or 
State,  or  city,  to  allow  what  has  occur- 
red to  the  extent  it  has,  and  for  the  pur- 
pose  it  has,  without  permitting  the  one  who 
has  been  made  the  target,  through  no  fault  of 
his  own,  a  proper  opportunity  to  respond.  It  has 
been  properly  and  consistently  stated  by  the  gen- 
tleman on  my  left  from  Ward  12,  that  I  have  pre- 
sented this  order  in  good  faith.  I  have  presen- 
ted it  in  its  best  light  according  to  my  best  ability. 
I  wish  to  state  here  now,  that  I  think,  from 
the  facts  that  I  have  learned  today,  that 
two  stations  at  the  South  End  were 
guarded  by  but  one  policeman  in  the  house  at 
one  time,  and  two  men  were  actually  doing 
duty ;  and  at  another  station  there  were  two  men 
in  the  station,  and  three  men  doing  duty,— that 
is  not  the  way  to  conduct  the  police  force  of  the 
city  of  Boston  at  the  present  time.  In  the  dis- 
trict which  I  represent  we  have  a  right  to  police 
protection,  and  those  who  send  their  represen- 
tatives here  have  a  right  to  judge  of  their  ac- 
tions and  not  be  compelled  to  submit  to 
the  judgment  of  the  gentlemen  from  either 
Wards  12,  10,  or  19.  I  wish  to  state  to  these 
lawyers  that  whatever  may  be  their  con- 
ception of  my  motive  in  presenting  this 
order,  whatever  I  have  said  in  regard  to 
other  matters,  has  been  said  with  all  the 
privileges  vested  in  me  as  a  member  of  this 
body,  and  although  having  been  accused  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  10  on  a  previous  occasion 
of  having  made  this  Council  an  arena  of  personal 
abuse,  I  say  to  him  at  the  present  time  that  if  he 
continues  his  present  course  in  throwing  his  vi- 
tuperations upon  me  and  others  for  daring  to 
speak  our  honest  convictions,  I  say  that  he  or 
anybody  else  is  unworthy  of  even  the  contempt 
of  a  horsecar  conductor.  I  wish  to  say  in  con- 
clusion that  that  order  should  be  referred  and 
acted  upon,  that  there  is  a  sufficient  cause  for 
presenting  it,  and  I  most  respectfully  submit  it 
to  the  best  judgment  of  this  body. 

Mr.  Ladd— Mr.  President. 

The  President— The  time  for  debate  has  ex- 
pired. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  wish  to  call  the  Chair's  attention 
to  one  fact,  not  on  this  matter .  but  as  to  the 
question  whether  the  time  for  debate  has  ex- 
pired. The  Chair  allowed  each  member  three 
minutes.  Only  three  members  have  spoken, 
which  would  make  nine  minutes.  The  Chair 
has  called  each  member  to  account  at  the  close 
of  his  time,  and  therefore  I  don't  see  but  that  he 
will  allow  another  member  one  minute  for  de- 
bate. 

The  President— The  time  for  debate  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Sanger  is  limited  to  10  minutes, 
and  the  time  has  expired.  The  gentleman  can 
be  allowed  to  speak  only  by  consent  of  the 
Council. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  think  the  Chair  called  each  of 
the  three  members  to  order. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
Chair  having  announced  that  the  time  for  de- 
bate had  expired,  no  debate  of  any  kind  can  be 
had. 

Mr.  Ladd— It  is  a  very  unfair  way  to  cut  off  a 
member  from  an  answer. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

Mr.  Ladd— It  is  very  unfair  to  raise  such  a 
point  of  order.  It  is  the  most  unfair  proceeding 
that  I  have  seen. 


The  motion  to  close  debate  was  declared  car- 
ried, and  the  question  came  upon  the  reference 
of  the  whole  subject  to  the  Committee  on  Po- 
lice. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  inquire  if  there  is  an  oppor- 
tunity for  debate  upon  that  motion. 

The  President— No  debate  is  in  order,  the 
time  having  expired. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Po- 
lice was  carried.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  re- 
consider; lost. 

Assistant  Assessors. 

28.  Report  of  Committee  on  Ordinances  and  an 
ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  21  of  the  Revised 
Ordinances  of  1885,  so  as  to  provide  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  one  additional  first  assistant 
assessor  and  one  additional  second  assistant 
assessor  for  the  districts  numbered  18,  28  and  32. 

The  report  was  accepted  in  concurrence,  and 
the  question  was  on  the  second  reading  of  the 
ordinance. 

Mr.  McNary— I  move  that  that  matter  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Assessors'  Depart- 
ment, and  I  will  briefly  state  my  reasons  for  so 
doing.  As  I  understand  it,  this  matter  is  now  in 
perfect  form,  and  is  in  order  as  regards  its  form. 
It  has  been  considered  by  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  and  altered  in  accordance  with  the 
suggestions,  but  the  matter  has  been  presented 
to  the  Committee  on  Assessors'  Department  by 
the  chairman  of  the  assessors,  Mr.  Hills, 
and  will  have  a  hearing  from  a  financial 
standing.  We  were  considering  at  that  time 
what  action  to  take  in  regard  to  the  matter,  and 
while  I  understand  that  the  committee  will 
probably  report  on  the  matter  laid  down  here,  I 
think  that  the  Committee  on  Assessors'  Depart- 
ment should  consider  the  matter  further.  It  is 
certainly  within  their  power,  and  I  should  cer- 
tainly say  that  that  reference  was  proper  and 
should  be  made. 

Mr. Whitmore— I  desire  to  say,  in  behalj  of  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  that  the  paper  came 
befo"reus  with  a  draft  prepared  by  the  chairman 
of  the  Board  of  Assessors,  and,  alter  considera- 
tion, the  ordinance  was  framed,  and  it  was  re- 
ported hack  that  it  was  not  only  right  in  form, 
but  entirely  in  accordance  with  what  the  chair- 
man of  that  board  asked.  It  was  to  give  him 
extra  men  in  three  districts  where  they  were 
very  much  needed,  and  he  said  he  didn't  want 
any  more.  Now.  sir,  if  any  of  the  Committee  on 
Assessors'  Department  want  to  have  another 
consultation  with  him  and  make  any  changes  in 
that,  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  most  cer- 
tainly will  interpose  no  objection.  I  don't  know 
of  any  hurry  about  it,  one  way  or  the  other,  as 
we  have  now  given  it  the  form  which  perhaps 
is  as  good  as  can  be  devised,  and  if  they  want  to 
add  on  anything  more  to  it  they  will  have  that 
for  a  framework,  and  though,  of  course,  I  cannot 
speak  for  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  I  feel 
that  there  is  no  difficulty  for  me  to  interpose,  if 
the  Committee  on  Assessors'  Department  wish 
to  consider  it  further.  I  am  not  prepared  to  vote 
against  the  reference,  because  I  know  of  no  ob- 
jection to  it  particularly  on  the  part  of  any 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

The  report  and  ordinance  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Assessors'  Department. 

Salaries  in  Department  for  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings. 

29.  Report  of  the  Committee  ,on  the  Depart- 
ment for  the  Inspection  of  Buildings,  and  an  or- 
dinance (approved  as  to  form  by  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances)  to  amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Re- 
vised Ordinances  of  1885,  so  as  to  make  the  sala- 
ries of  the,  clerk  of  the  inspector  of  buildings 
ni:l  issmtant  inspt:  tors  ::f  l:uil:lmgs  $.:;000 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  was 
on  suspension  of  the  rule,  that  the  ordinance 
might  be  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Whitmore— It  is  essential  if  we  are  going 
to  pass  this  that  we  pass  it  as  soon  as  possible,  in 
order  that  the  head  of  that  department  can 
make  up  his  estimates  for  the  year.  We  ought 
to  have  had  it  by  the  15th  of  the  month. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  suspension 
of  the  rule.. 

Mr.  Ladd— What  order  is  that? 

The  President— No.  29. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  have  heard  a  rumor  that  these 
two  orders  were  going  over  to  the  next  meet- 
ing. I  certainly  hope  the  rule  will  not  be  sus- 
pended in  order  that  this  order  may  be  put 
upon  its  passage  tonight.     1  don't   see  any  ne- 
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cessity  for  suspending-  the  rule.  It  is  a  new 
matter  brought  in  here,  and  it  seems  to  me  that 
we  should  have  an  opportunity  to  consider  it 
the  full  length  of  time  which  our  rules  give  us. 
There  is  no  reason  for  haste  in  this  matter. 
More  than  that,  I  trust  that  the  gentleman  on 
the  other  side  of  this  chamber  will  not  insist 
upon  pursuing  a  course  of  this  kind,  which  is 
simply  suicidal. 

The  President  put  the  question  on  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule  and  declared  that  he  was  in 
doubt  as  to  the  result. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  hope  that  the  rule  will  be 
suspended,  as  I  stated,  if  there  is  a  majority  in 
favor  of  it — 

Mr.  Dewey— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
Chair  is  in  doubt,  as  I  understand  it,  as  to  the 
vote.  Pending  the  vote  I  don't  exactly  see  how 
remarks  are  in  order. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

A  rising  vote  was  taken  to  solve  the  doubt, 
and  the  rule  was  declared  not  suspended,  36 
members  voting  in  the  affirmative,  16  in  the 
negative. 

The  President— The  subject  goes  over  under 
the  rule. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  respectfully  ask  the 
Chair  to  announce  the  vote. 

The  President— The  Chair  misunderstood  the 
clerk.  The  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  was  car- 
ried, the  vote  standing  36  to  16,  that  being  two 
thirds. 

Mr.  Dewey— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
Chair  having  announced  the  vote  and  business 
having  intervened,  according  to  precedent  it 
was  too  late  to  doubt  the  vote. 

The  President— The  Chair  is  allowed  the 
privilege  to  correct  where  he  believes  that  an 
error  has  been  made. 

Mr.  Kelley — I  doubt  the  vote  and  ask  for  a 
verification  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that 
business  having  elapsed  since  the  Chair  made 
the  announcement,  the  yeas  and  nays  cannot 
now  be  called  on  that  doubt. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  rule  the 
point  of  order  well  taken. 

The  ordinance  was  read  a  second  time  and  the 
question  came  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Blume— I  cannot  allow  this  opportunity 
to  escape  me  of  putting  in  my  little  feeble  voice 
against  this  ordinance.  The  gentlemen  now  get 
$5  a  day,  and  some  of  them  more.  I  venture  to 
say  that  if  an  advertisement  were  inserted  in 
the  Boston  papers  that  assistant  inspectors  or 
deputy  inspectors  were  wanted,  City  Hall  would 
not  be  large  enough  to  hold  the  applicants,  and 
when  I  say  that  I  don't  mean  people  unfit  for 
the  place,  but  men  entirely  ready,  willing,  and 
able  to  fill  these  places.  These  inspectors  get 
$5  a  day,  and  some  of  them  more.  They  get  it 
three  hundred  and  odd  days  in  the  whole  vear, 
and  they  have  the  best  paymaster  in  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts.    There  is  no  mis- 


take about  the  pay.  There  is  no  mistake  about 
their  getting  their  $5  or  over  every  day,  rain, 
shine,  or  storm.  Now,  I  say  that  is  enough. 
They  are  not  worth  any  more  than  that  in  my 
judgment.  Quite  a  number  of  them,  I  am  in- 
formed, are  clerks  in  that  department.  Un- 
doubtedly they  have  considerable  to  do ;  it  isn't 
a  sinecure — 1  don't  claim  that.  The  duties  of 
that  office  are  undoubtedly  somewhat  onerous, 
but  I  claim  that  every  man  employed  in  that 
department,  from  the  chief  down,  is  amply  paid 
for  what  he  has  to  do ;  and  hundreds  of  com- 
petent and  able  men  would  be  glad  of  the  oppor- 
tunity if  they  could  get  the  chance  to  do  what  is 
required,  and  I  can  safely  say  that  cbmpetent  and 
capable  mechanics,  men  who  have  served  a  long 
apprenticeship  and  understand  thoroughly  the 
duties  required  in  that  department,  would  be 
only  too  glad  to  fill  those  places  for  less  pay,  and 
would  certainly  be  happy  to  do  it  for  what  these 
men  get.  Now,  what  reason  under  heaven  is 
there  why  we  should  increase  these  salaries'? 
None  whatever.  It  is  simply  done  to  help  some 
friend,  some  relative,  some  good  fellow  who  is 
the  next-door  neighbor  to  you.  It  don't  cause 
you  any  trouble,  gentlemen ;  it  conies  out  of  the 
great  treasury  of  the  city  of  Boston,  The  bare 
statement  of  the  proposition  is  enough  to  refute 
the  sense  or  the  reasonableness  of  it.  Five  dol- 
lars a  day  is  enough  for  these  men.  It  may  be 
that  one  or  two,  or  half  a  dozen  of  the  numer- 
ous deputy  inspectors  could  possibly  do  better 
outside,  but  where  there  are  two  or  three  or 
half  a  dozen  who  could,  I  venture  to  say 
that  there  are  not  10  who  could,  to  save 
their  lives,  get  what  they  are  paid  here.  In 
carrying  out  their  duties  they  do  not  require 
any  extraordinary  amount  of  brain  work.  No 
doubt  they  have  to  be  men  of  some  sense  and 
discretion,  but  their  duties  are  not  more  oner- 
ous than  those  of  an  ordinary  mechanic.  And 
do  you  know  how  much  a  mechanic  gets, — the 
very  best?  How  much  do  they  get?  Do  they 
any  of  them  get  $5  a  day?  No,  sir,  and  nothing- 
like  it.  I  say,  gentlemen,  it  is  all  wrong.  You 
are  doing  wrong  if  you  pass  this  ordinance.  I 
venture  to  say  that  you  are  breaking  your  oath 
of  office  in  voting  away  the  city's  money  with- 
out anv  pretence  of  right. 

Mr.  Lattimore— I  take  it,  sir,  that  this  mat- 
ter is  very  important,  and  I  desire  as  one  mem- 
ber to  give  it  some  consideration.  Of  course  the 
gentlemen  who  have  discussed  somewhat  im- 
portant matters  here  this  evening  have  got  my 
ideas  rather  complicated,  and  as  the  hour  is 
growing  late,  I  would  move  you  that  we  ad- 
journ. 

The  motion  was  carried,  and  the  Council  stood 
adjourned  at  10.45  P.  M 

Correction.— On  page  153  of  the  Proceedings, 
in  the  second  column,  eighth  line  from  bottom 
of  page  "[Laughter]"  should  be  stricken  out  and 
inserted  after  Mr.  Ladd's  following  remarks, 
commencing  "I  wish  to  say." 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Monday.  Feb.  21,  1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
4  o'clock  P.M.,  Aid.  Donovan,  chairman,  presid- 
ing.   Absent,  Aid.  N.  G.  Smith. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  McLaughlin,  the  reading  of 
the  record  of  the  last  meeting  was  dispensed 
with. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Forty  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the 
March  term  of  the  Superior  Criminal  Court. 

HEARING  ON  ORDER  OF  NOTICE. 

Petition  of  Mary  A.  Bisbee  and  others,  for 
leave  to  project  a  bay  window  on  Staniford- 
street  extension.  No  objections.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Inspection  of  Buildings  (Aid.) 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENT. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the 
mayor  appointing  Walter  H.  French  to  be  fire 
commissioner  for  the  term  of  three  years  from 
the  first  Monday  in  May,  1887.    Laid  over. 

BOSTON  BELTING    COMPANY. 

The  following  was  received : 

Executive  Department,  1 
City  Hall,  Feb.  21,  1887.     J 
To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Aldermen. 

I  transmit  herewith  for  your  consideration,  a 
communication  from  the  Boston  Belting  Com- 
pany relative  to  overflow  of  water  at  Stony 
brook. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Office  of  Boston  Belting  Company,  1 
Boston,  Feb.  19,  1887.  I 

Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton. 

Dear  Sir,— This  is  to  inform  you  that  the  rain 
of  last  evening  caused  that  part  of  Stony  brook 
which  flows  through  the  Boston  Belting  Com- 
pany's property  to  overflow  its  banks  and  sub- 
merge the  lower  floors  in  several  of  the  factory 
buildings,  damaging  a  considerable  amount  of 
property  and  stopping  a  large  portion  of  our 
works.       Yours  respectfully, 

Boston  Belting  Company. 
By  James  Bennett  Forsyth, 

General  Manager. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Stony  Brook,  on 
motion  of  Aid.  Carroll. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE  ON   STEAM  ENGINES. 

Petitions  for  licenses  to  erect  and  use  station- 
ary steam  engines  were  received  as  follows : 

Atlantic  Stone  Company,  five-horse  power,  at 
474-478  Atlantic  avenue. 

R.  T.  Parker,  trustee,  50-horse  power,  at  206- 
228  Franklin  street,  Ward  12. 

A.  J.  Wilkinson  &  Co.,  12-horse  power,  in  base- 
ment of  184  Washington  street,  Ward  7. 

Orders  of  notice  were  passed  for  hearings 
thereon  on  Monday,  March  14  next,  at  4  o'clock 
P.M. 

PETITIONS     REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Railroads— Remonstrance 
of  Thomas  Pollin  and  others  against  granting 
the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  a  location 
in  Lenox  street,  and  asking  for  a  hearing. 

Remonstrance  of  Fred  L.  Ames  and  60  other 
residents  on  Beacon,  Marlboro  and  other  streets, 
against  location  of  a  street  railroad  on  Beacon 
and  Arlington  streets. 

Remonstrance  of  George  R.  Upham  and  60 
others,  residents  on  Beacon  street,  against  loca- 
tion of  street  railroad  tracks  on  said  street. 

Remonstrance  of  Martin  Brimmer,  Sidney 
Bartlett,  William  Endicott  and  Park-street 
Church,  against  location  of  street  railroad  tracks 
on  Beacon  street. 

Remonstrance  of  F.  L.  Sullivan,  Dr.  Hum- 
phrey Storer  and  100  other  residents  of  Boylston, 
Newbury  and  other  streets,  against  a  street  rail- 
road on  Beacon  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  (.Aid.)— Francis 
E.  Whitcomb,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  proposed 


wooden  building  for  25  horses,  on  unnamed 
street,  near  Crescent  avenue,  Ward  4. 

C.  A.  Young,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  proposed 
wooden  building  for  two  horses  on  Blue  Hill 
avenue,  corner  Wales  street,  Ward  24. 

John  Imbreschird,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  pro- 
posed wooden  building  for  three  horses,  on 
Bovlston  avenue,  near  Boylston  street,  Ward  23. 

Mrs.  Ida  B.  Chapin,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  pro- 
posed wooden  building  for  two  horses,  on  Lin- 
den street  (Allston),  Ward  25. 

P.  O.  Riorden,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  brick 
building  for  50  horses,  on  Wapping  street,  Nos. 
25  and  27,  Ward  5. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses— William  H. 
Smith,  for  leave  to  sell  pop  corn  goods  on  Black- 
stone  street  Saturday  evenings. 

Co-operative  Barge  Company,  to  run  barges 
between  South  Boston  and  city  proper. 

John  C.  Short,  for  an  extension  of  his  license 
to  run  passenger  barges  between  South  Boston 
and  the  city  proper  until  April  1,  1887. 

James  F.  Marley  and  others,  to  run  barges  be- 
tween South  Boston  and  the  city  proper. 

William  A.  Higgins,  for  leave  to  run  two  pas- 
senger barges  between  State  street  and  South 
Boston  Point. 

To  the  Committee  on  Bridges— Drawtender  of 
Dover-street  bridge  for  increase  of  salary. 

To  the  Committee  on  Markets— Remonstrance 
of  Lowell  B.  Hiscock  against  granting  petition 
of  W  H.  Prior  for  lease  of  stalls  9  and  11  Fan- 
euil-hall  Market,  and  asking  for  a  hearing. 

To  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners— John 
H.  Pray,  Sons  &  Co.,  and  others,  that  Essex 
street  be  straightened  from  Harrison  avenue  to 
South  street,  and  widened  to  50  feet  width. 

To  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts— Re- 
quest of  Joseph  A.  Willard,  clerk  of  the  Superior 
Court  for  civil  business,  for  an  appropriation  for 
making  new  indices  to  the  dockets  of  said  court. 

To  the  Committe  on  Fire  Department— Call 
members  of  Fire  Department  for  increase  of 
pay. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims— McGaragle  & 
Co.,  for  compensation  for  extra  work  on  O-street 
schoolhouse. 

Franklin  Woodside,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries received  by  him  by  falling  on  Bucking- 
ham street. 

Mary  Sullivan,  for  compensation  for  personal 
injuries  received  by  reason  of  an  alleged  defect 
in  Summer  street,  Dec.  8,  1886. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings— John 
A.  Andrew  Post,  No.  15  of  the  G.A.R.,  for  re- 
newal of  lease  of  second  floor  of  old  Franklin 
school  building. 

To  the  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage— Cer- 
tain employees  of  the  city  at  the  pumping  sta- 
tion, main  drainage  works,  for  increase  of  sala- 
ries. 

To  the  Committee  on  Electric  Wires— -N.  E. 
Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company,  for  leave 
to  erect  poles  for  support  of  its  wires  on  Call 
street,  Jamaica  Plain. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection 
of  Buildings — Francis  E.  Whitcomb,  for  leave 
to  build  a  wooden  building  on  unnamed  street 
near  Crescent  avenue.  Ward  4. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps— Patrick  J.  Ma- 
guire  and  others,  for  an  electric  light  at  junc- 
tion Linden  park  and  Cabot  street. 

John  J.  Coppee  and  others,  to  have  Highland 
avenue,  Neponset,  lighted. 

To  the  Committee  on  Servers  (Aid.)— Catha- 
rine H.  H.  Cunningham  by  James  D.  Thomson, 
attorney,  for  a  sewer  in  Howard  and  Wayland 
streets,  and  through  private  land  to  the  Dor- 
chester-brook sewer. 

Millbury  F.  Roak  and  others,  that  a  sewer  be 
laid  in  Homestead  and  Hutch  ins  street,  Ward  21, 

Leander  E.  A.  Jones  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in 
Boston  street,  Ward  15. 

David  H.  McKay,  for  a  sewer  in  Montrose  ave- 
nue. Ward  21. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims— Edward  S.  Bow- 
ker,  to  be  paid  $150  for  expenses  incurred  during 
sickness  alleged  to  have  been  caused  by  the  de- 
fective condition  of  a  sewer. 

William  T.  W .  Ball,  for  compensation  for  per- 
sonal injuries  received  Dec.  31, 1886,  by  reason  of 
an  alleged  defect  in  Shawmut  avenue, 

Frank  W.  Hosea,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  by  the  alleged  act  of  negligence  of  the 
city  at  Deer  Island,  Sept.  30,  1886. 

Thomas  Kilroy,  for  compensation  for  damages 
to  his  estate  on  Ward  and  Vancouver  streets,  oy 
sewage  water. 
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To  the  Committee  on  Pacing  {Aid.)— Cook  & 
Handy,  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  during  the 
season  of  1887. 

O.  H.  Drisko  &  Son,  for  edgestone  and  brick 
sidewalk,  No.  211  West  Chester  park. 

Sarah  E.  Bradley,  for  edgestone  and  brick 
sidewalk,  No.  4  Montrose  street. 

Thomas  W.  Bicknell  and  others,  that  Harvard 
street,  Ward  24,  be  graded  and  put  in  order  for 

To  the  Committee  on  Police  (Aid.)— Mrs.  J.  C. 
Richardson,  for  compensation  for  the  loss  of  a 
fowl  killed  by  a  dog. 

To  the  Special  Committee  on  Stony  Brook — 
Michael  Turnay,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  building  corner  Tremont  and  Culvert  streets. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

2.  Order  for  Water  Board  to  report,  as 
soon  as  convenient,  certain  information  in 
regard  to  the  use  and  expense  of  water 
meters,  passed  by  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men Feb.  14,  and  sent  to  the  Common 
Council  for  concurrence,  comes  back  with  this 
indorsement:  "Concurred,  with  this  amend- 
ment—at A.  strike  out  'Board  of  Aldermen' 
and  insert  'City  Council.'  " 

Aid.  McLaughlin— I  would  like  to  ask  the 
ruling  of  the  Chair  whether  that  order  should 
have  been  sent  to  the  other  branch? 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  rule  not,  it 
being  an  order  for  the  Water  Board  to  report  to 
this  Board. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  McLaughlin  the  order  was 
indefinitely  postponed. 

3.  Order  for  Committee  on  City  Clerk's  De- 
partment to  employ  an  expert  accountant  to  ex- 
amine the  accounts  of  said  department  for  not 
exceeding  the  past  five  years,  the  expense  thus 
incurred  to  be  charged  to  the  contingent  fund 
of  joint  committees,  passed  in  Board  of  Alder- 
men Feb.  14,  and  sent  to  Common  Council  for 
concurrence,  comes  back  with  the  following  in- 
dorsement: "Concurred,  with  this  amendment — 
at  A  strike  out  'contingent  fund  of  joint  com- 
mittees,' and  substitute  therefor  the  following: 
'Appropriation  for  City  Clerk's  Department; 
provided  that  the  expense  of  employing  said  ex- 
pert accountant  shall  not  exceed  three  hundred 
dollars.'  " 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith—  I  trust  the  Board  will  con- 
cur in  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  other 
branch.  I  think  the  amount  is  sufficient  to 
cover  the  expense. 

The  Board  concurred  in  the  amendment. 

4.  Report  of  Committee  on  Markets,  and  order 
for  renewal  of  leases  of  stalls  and  cellars  of 
Faneuil-hall  Market  for  five  years  beginning 
April  1,  1887,  on  tin.- same  terms  and  conditions 
asset  forth  in  the  present  leases, except  that  the 
market  shall  be  open  on  Decoration  day  and 
Fourth  of  July  till  9  A.M.,  when  such  days  comi 
on  Monday  or  Saturday.  Passed  in  Board  of 
Aldermen,  Feb.  14,  and  sent  to  Common  Council 
for  concurrence,  comes  back  with  this  endorse- 
ment: Concurred,  with  this  amendment— strike 
out  all  between  A  and  B,  and  substitute  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Ordered,  That  the  rents  at  present  paid  for 
the  stalls  and  cellars  of  Faneuil-hall  Market 
shall,  for  the  term  of  rive  years  from  April  1, 
1887.  be  established  as  the  minimum  price  to  be 
paid. 

Ordered,  That  the  leases  granted  for  or  during 
such  term  shall  provide  that  the  market  shall 
be  open  on  Decoration  day  and  Fourth  of  duly 
until  0  o'clock,  A.M.,  whenever  said  holidays 
come  on  Monday  or  Saturday  . 

The  Board  concurred  in  the  amendments. 
Aid.  Lee  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

5.  Order  for  the  Sinking  Fund  Commissioners 
to  transfer  the  Surplus  of  any  sinking  fund, 
when  the  entire  amount  of  the  debt  for  the 
payment  of  which  said  fund  was  established  lias 
been  reached,  to  such  other  sinking  fund  or 
funds  in  th  US  control  as  they  may  deem  ad- 
visable. Passed  in  concurrence,  under  a  sus- 
pension of  tin-  joint  rules,  yeas  11,  nays  0.  Aid. 
Carroll  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

G.  Communication  from  Board  of  Fire  Com- 
missioners in  relation  to  the  employment  of 
another  permanent  man  in  Hose  Company  0, 
East  Boston.    Placed  on  file! 

7.  Communication  from  Board  of  Fire  Com- 
missioners in  response  to  an  order  of  the  City 
Council  in  re lat  ion  to  |  he  removal  of  snow  and 
ice  from  hydrants.    Placed  on  file. 

8.  Order  for  the   Committee  on   Investigation 


of  Charges  against  Board  of  Police,  to  investi- 
gate the  expenditures  under  the  appropriation 
for  police.    Passed  in  concurrence. 
confirmations  of  executive  appointments. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  Board  proceeded 
to  a  ballot  on  the  confirmation  of  the  appoint- 
ments submitted  at  the  last  meeting,  viz. : 

Registrar  of  Voters — Appointment  of  Linus 
E.  Pearson. 

Committee— Aid.  Carroll,  Bromwich.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  10,  yes  10,  and  the  appointment 
was  declared  confirmed. 

9  and  10.  Sinking  Fund  Commissioners— A. 
Davis  Weld,  Jr.,  and  Joseph  H.  Gray,  to  be  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  of  Sinking-Fund  Commission- 
ers. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Smith  it  was  voted  to  ballot 
on  both  together. 

Committee— Aid.  C.  W.  Smith,  Sullivan. 

Whole  number  of  ballots  11,  yes  10,  no  1,  and 
the  appointments  were  declared  confirmed. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll  it  was  voted  to  bal- 
lot on  Nos  11  to  14  inclusive,  together,  viz. : 

11.  Isaac  T.  Campbell. 

12.  William  J.  Welch. 

13.  Samuel  D.  Sawin,  and 

14.  Thomas  Downer,  Jr.,  to  be  Overseers  of  the 
Poor. 

Committee— Aid.  Carroll,  Bromwich. 
Whole  number  of  ballots,  10 ;  yes  10,  no  0,  and 
the  appointments  were  declared  confirmed. 

15.  John  F.  Newhegin,  to  be  constable  for  duty 
in  tire  marshal's  office. 

Committee— Aid.  Lee,  Capen. 
Whole  number  of  ballots,  11 ;    yes  3,  no  8,  and 
the  appointment  was  declared  not  confirmed. 

reports  of  city  officers. 
Board  of  Police. 

Boston.  Feb.  17,  1887. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,— The  Board  of  Police  for  the  city 
of  Boston  respectfully  represents  that  the  in- 
crease in  salaries  in  the  department  will  neces- 
sitate an  additional  appropriation  of  $20,000  to 
meet  the  payments  for  the  remainder  of  the 
financial  year. 

The  hoard,  therefore,  hereby  makes  requisi- 
tion on  your  honorable  body  for  the  above 
amount. 

Respectfully  yours, 

A.  T.  Whiting,  Chairman. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

Communication  from  the  Board  of  Police,  rec- 
ommending that  salaries  be  established  as  fol- 
lows: Superintendent,  $3500;  deputy  superinten- 
dent, $2soo;  chief  inspoctor,  $2500;  superinten- 
dent's clerk,  $2000;  property  clerk,  $1800. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Police. 

Superintendent  of  Streets — Report  giving  the 
cost  of  furnishing  edgestones  and  paving  side- 
walks on  Savin  street. 

An  order  was  passed  for  the  assessment  and 
collection  of  one  half  the  cost  thereof. 

Superintendent  if  Sewers— Aid.  Lee  presented 
schedules  of  cost  of  sewers  in  North  Beacon 
street,  Common  street,  Charlestown,  and  11 
Other  streets,  as  made  by  the  superintendent  of 
sewers. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Sewers. 

Trustees  of  Mount  Hope  Cemetery— Twenty- 
ninth  annual  report  for  188G,  Citv Document  No. 
37. 

Sent  down. 

Superintendent  of  Buildings — Aid.  Allen  pre- 
sented a  report  from  the  superintendent  of  pub- 
lic buildings,  on  the  order  of  Jan.  24,  1887.  to  es- 
liinate  the  amount  required  toprovide  quarters 
for  I  look  it  Ladder  Company  No.  5  in  the  build- 
ing QOW  occupied  by  the  South  Boston  Munici- 
pal Court,  and  to  provide  quarters  for  said  Court 

in  Police  Station  No.  12— That,  tq  erect  a  building 

in  connection  with  Station  House  No.  12  would 
require  additional  land,  which  I  estimate  would 
cost  $0000.  A  suitable  building  thereon,  and 
moving  the  Municipal  Court,  into  the  same,  1 
estimate  as  costing  $10,000.  To  remodel  and  en- 
large t  he  present  court  room  for  a  hook  and  lad 
del'  house  and  stable,  estimate  as  costing  $8000, 
ma  king  the  total  cost  of  change,  as  proposed  in 
the  order,  $21,000. 

Referred  to  <  lommittee  on  Appropriations. 
Report  of  superintendent  qf  public   buildings. 

that  he  is  in  receipt  of  the   accompanying  coin 

mimical  ion  from  the  Board  of  Fire  Commis- 
sioners, requesttag  him  to-  include  in  his  esti- 
mates a  sufficient  amount  to  enlarge  Engine 
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House  No.  20  at  Neponset,  and  begging  leave  to 
report  that  his  estimate  for  said  enlargement  is 
$9000.  The  same  amount  as  his  estimate  of  last 
vear. 

Board  of  Fire  Commissioners,  ) 
City  Hall, 
Boston,  Feb.  11,  1887.     ) 
In  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  this  day. 
Voted,  That   the    superintendent    of   public 
buildings  be  requested  to  include  in  his  esti- 
mates for  appropriation  an  amount  sufficient  to 
enlarge  Engine  House  No.  20  at  Neponset,  as  at 
present  it  does  not  afford  adequate  accommoda- 
tions. 
Attest. 

F.  W.  Smith,  Jr.,  Manager. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Appropriations. 
City  Registrar. 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council. 

As  required  by  Chapter  20  of  the  Revised  Ordi- 
nances, the  undersigned  respectfully  submits 
his  report  of  the  number  of  births,  marriages 
and  deaths  in  the  city  of  Boston  during  the  year 
1886. 

The  number  of  births  registered  was  11,880, 
exhibiting  a  birth-rate  of  one  birth  in  each  33.66 
of  the  estimated  population  of  400,000.  The 
births  in  1886  exceeded  the  number  in   1885  by 

354. 

There  were  issued  during  the  year  5130  certifi- 
cates of  intentions' of  marriage,  an  increase  of 
364  compared  with  the  number  issued  in  the 
preceding  year. 

The  number  of  marriages  recorded  was  4972, 
550  of  which  were  solemnized  in  other  towns  of 
the  State,  an  increase  of  248  over  the  number 
that  occurred  in  1885.  Additions  will  be  made 
to  the  above  number  during  the  present  year  in 
all  probability,  by  returns  from  delinquent  cler- 
gymen, who  cannot  be  made  to  see  the  impor- 
tance of  seasonable  registration  of  marriages. 

There  were  9265  deaths  during  the  year,  a  de- 
crease of  357  from  the  number  registered  in  1885 
and  1884.  in  each  of  which  years  the  same  num- 
ber of  deaths  occurred.  The  death  rate  was 
23.16  in  each  1000  of  the  population. 

The  sum  of  $2565  was  received  for  certificates 
of  intentions  of  marriage,  and  paid  to  the  city 
collector. 

Duplicate  copies  of  the  births,  marriages  and 
deaths  will  be  transmitted  to  the  secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth,  as  required  by  law,  as  soon 
as  they  can  be  copied. 

The  usual   detailed  report  of  the  births,  mar- 
riages and  deaths  in  Boston  in  1886  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  City  Council  at  an  early  day. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

N.  A.  Apollonio, 

City  Registrar. 

Boston.  Feb.  21. 1887. 

Sent  down. 

constables'  bonds. 

The  bonds  of  Frederick  P.  Ingalls  and  William 
S.  Post,  constables,  being  presented,  duly  certi- 
fied, wre  approved  by  the  Board. 

RAILROAD  HEARINGS   ORDERED. 

Aid.  Capen  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Railroads,  recommending  the  passage 
of  orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on  Monday, 
March  14  next,  as  follows : 

At  4  o'clock  P.  M..  on  the  petition  of  the  Me- 
tropolitan Railroad  Company,  for  location  in 
certain  streets  in  South  Boston  and  the  city 
proper  as  set  forth  in  their  petition  presented  to 
this  Board  Feb.  14. 

At  5  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  the  petition  of  the  South 
Boston  Railroad  Company,  for  locations  of 
tracks  in  South  Boston  as  set  forth  in  their  peti- 
tion presented  to  this  Board  Feb.  14. 

Orders  severally  passed. 

SEWERS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Sewers : 

Reports  that  sundry  schedules  of  the  cost  of 
sewers  (referred  Feb.  14)  are  correct  and  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  orders— That  the  per- 
sons named  in  the  within  schedules,  being  ben- 
efited as  aforesaid,  be  and  they  hereby  are 
charged  and  assessed  with  the  sum  therein  set 
to  their  respective  names,  as  their  proportional 
part  of  the  expense  of  the  said  sewer,  and  the 
same  is  ordered  to  be  certified  and  notice  thereof 
given  to  the  parties  aforesaid,  their  tenants  or 
lessees. 


Reports  accepted  and  said  orders  passed  under 
a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Preambles  and  orders  for  the  construction  of 
common  sewers  as  follows : 

In  Reed  street,  between  Lenox  and  Walnut 

In  West  Chester  park,  between  Falmouth  and 
Boylston  streets. 
Severally  passed. 

LICENSES. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  recommending  that 
minors'  licenses  be  granted  to  sundry  newsboys, 
bootblacks  and  peddlers. 

Reports  accepted  and  said  licenses  granted. 

Also  reports  in  favor  of  granting  licenses  as 
follows : 

John  F.  Travers,  to  run  two  coaches  between 
Forest  Hills  station  and  Calvary  Cemetery  on 
Sundays  via  Hyde  Park  avenue,  Mount  Hope 
and  Berry  streets. 

Emerton  &  Robinson,  to  run  two  passenger 
barges  between  Haymarket  square  and  the  har- 
bor "boats,  via  Washington,  State,  Broad  streets 
and  Atlantic  avenue,  the  rate  of  fare  not  to  ex- 
ceed 10  cents  per  passenger  each  way. 

Reports  accepted  and  licenses  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

Also  report  that  a  license  be  granted  Harthorne 
&  Co.  to  exhibit  live  animals  at  32  Causeway 
street  during  the  season  of  1887. 

Accepted  and  the  license  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

claims. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  reports  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Claims  as  follows : 

Recommending  leave  to  withdraw  upon  the 
following  petitions: 

Caroline  H.  Cordner,  to  be  allowed  to  project 
a  step  on  Allston  street,  and  for  the  restoration 
of  a  small  triangular  strip  of  land  to  said  estate. 

Mary  A.  Wood,  trustee,  and  Charles  A.  Wood, 
for  compensation  by  reason  of  damage  sustained 
by  the  erection  of  an  electric-light  pole  in  front 
of  their  premises. 

Salamander  Felting  Company,  for  an  alleged 
infringement  of  its  patents  for  boiler  and  pipe 
coverings. 

Annie  Moran,  to  be  compensated  for  personal 
injuries  received  from  a  fall  on  the  highway, 
February  8.  1885. 

Ephraim  Lissner,  for  compensation  for  alleged 
damages  to  his  house  No.  177  Albany  street,  by 
the  rebuilding  of  the  Albany-street  bridge. 

Louis  A.  Lauriat,  trustee,  for  abatement  of 
assessment  on  estate  of  Gustavus  A.  Lauriat  on 
account  of  laying  out  Franklin  Park. 

Ellen  Augusta  Williams,  for  refund  of  taxes 
paid,  by  her  and  alleged  to  have  been  illegally 
assessed  on  her  estate,  on  Seaver  street,  Ward  21. 

Joanna  Larkin,  to  be  refunded  a  portion  of  a 
liquor  license  fee  paid  by  her  husband,  Michael 
Larkin,  which  became  void  by  reason  of  his 
death — the  opinion  of  the  corporation  counsel 
being  that  the  city  has  no  authority  .to  refund 
such  fees. 

Adelaide  E.  French,  for  abatement  of  tax 
levied  on  her  estate,  taken  by  the  city  for  the 
extension  of  Staniford  street. 

Heirs  of  Michael  Cronin,  to  be  compensated  for 
damages  to  estate  193  South  street,  caused  by  an 
alleged  defective  sewer  in  said  street. 

Reports  severally  accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  tne  part 
of  the  City  Council  on  the  message  of  the  mayor 
transmitting  a  communication  from  the  agents 
of  the  Leyland  line  of  steamers  relative  to  dam- 
ages to  the  steamer  Venetian  by  a  collision  with 
ferryboat  Revere.    Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Recommending  the  passage  of  the  following 
order  upon  the  petition  of  Horatio  G.  Parker 
and  Francis  C.  Richards,  trustees,  asking  that 
the  balance  held  by  the  city  treasurer  arising 
from  the  sale  of  an  estate  on  Berwick  Park,  for 
unpaid  taxes,  be  paid  Nathan  Morse : 

Ordered,  That  the  city  treasurer  be  authorized 
to  pay  to  Nathan  Morse  the  sum  of  $238,  said 
amount  being  the  balance  remaining  from  the 
sale  of  an  estate  situated  on  Berwick  Park,  and 
held  by  the  city  of  Boston,  under  Chapter  12  (35) 
of  the  Public  Statutes,  and  Chapter  162  of  the 
Acts  of  1884. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
tion  of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

The  Delea  Claim. 

The  Committee  on  Claims,  to  whom  was  re- 
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ferred,  as  unfinished  business  of  last  year,  the 
petition  of  Margaret  Delea  for  an  award  of  dam- 
ages from  the  city  on  account  of  the  death  of 
her  son,  Daniel,  who  was  killed  at  Ashland  in 
the  year  1884,  while  employed  in  the  Water  De- 
partment, having  heard  the  petitioner  and  given 
the  matter  their  careful  attention,  respectfully 
submit  the  following  report : 

The  facts  in  the  case  are,  briefly  stated,  these: 
Daniel  Delea  was  employed  in  the  Water  De- 
partment, in  1884,  in  connection  with  the  work 
on  the  dam  at  Ashland,  and  was  engaged  with 
others  in  dumping  the  cars  of  a  gravel  train, 
which  had  arrived  with  gravel  for  the  work.  A 
few  cars  of  the  train  had  been  emptied,  and  it 
became  necessary  to  move  the  train  ahead,  in 
order  to  bring  the  remaining  cars  to  the  proper 
place  where  they  were  to  be  dumped.  It  should 
be  stated  that  it  was  customary  for  the  men  to 
get  on  to  the  cars  to  clear  them  of  the  gravel 
that  occasionally  remained  in  them  after  dump 
ing,  and  it  appeared  that  Delea  had  boarded  the 
train  for  this  purpose.  The  signal  was  given  to 
start  the  train,  but,  as  it  appears  to  your  com- 
mittee, through  the  heedlessness  of  the  fore- 
man, Delea  was  not  informed  that  the  train  was 
to  start,  and  in  consequence  was  unprepared  for 
the  shock ;  he  lost  his  balance  and  fell  off  the 
train  and  was  run  over  and  almost  instantly 
killed.  The  widowed  mother  of  the  deceased 
now  comes  to  the  city  for  relief,  after  being  de- 
prived in  her  old  age  of  her  sole  means  of  sup- 
port, by  reason  of  the  untimely  death  of  her  son. 
Your  committee,  after  an  examination  of  the 
case,  were  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  the 
petitioner  was  in  equity  entitled  to  an  al- 
lowance from  the  city  treasury,  and  accordingly 
recommended  settlement  of  the  claim  for  the 
sum  of  §500.  The  vote,  however,  was  returned 
to  the  committee  by  the  mayor  without  his  ap- 
proval, from  the  fact  of  the  corporation  coun- 
sel's deciding  that  there  was  no  "legal  claim." 
Your  committee,  being  still  satisfied  of.  the  rea- 
sonableness and  justice  of  the  claim,  submit 
herewith  the  statement  of  facts  in  the  case,  and 
respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
companying order. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

John  H.  Lke. 
Tilly  Haynes, 
W.  P.  Carroll, 
William  A.  Foss, 
George  N.  Fisher,  Jr., 
Joseph  B.  Gomez, 
Thomas  J.  Keliher, 
Andreas  Blume, 

Committee  on  Claims. 
Ordered,  That  there  be  aljowed  and  paid  to 
Margaret  Delea  the  sum  of  $500,  on  account  of 
the  death  of  her  son  Daniel,  who  was  killed 
while  in  the  employ  of  the  city  in  the  Water  De- 
partment in  1884;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  additional  supply  of  water. 

Report  accepted.  Order  passed,  yeas  n,  nays 
0.    Sent  down. 

MT.   BOWDOIN   BRANCH  LIBRARY. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Library  on  the  report  of  the 
trustees  of  said  library  on  the  necessity  of  a 
branch  at  Mt.  Bowdoin— That  no  further  action 
is  necessary  on  the  part  of  the  City  Council. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

SUNDRY  APPROPRIATION   ORDERS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Appropriations: 

Report  on  the  order  (reported  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Police  and  passed  by  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, Feb.  7),  relative  to  police  station  houses 
in  Divisions  1  and  8— That  in  their  opinion  the 
order  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted.  The  order  was 
sent  down  for  concurrence  in  its  passage. 

Report  on  the  order  for  the  superintendent  of 
Common  to  ask  for  an  appropriation  for  a  drink- 
ing fountain  for  Independence  square.  South 
Boston — That  no  action  is  necessary. 

Accepted,  sent  down. 

Report  on  the  order  for  the  city  architect  to 
ask  for  an  appropriation  for  a  new  primary 
school  building,  for  East  Boston— That  no  action 
is  necessary. 

Accepted,  sent  down. 

Report  on  the  order  relative  to  an  improved 
system  of  drainage,  for  East  Boston  (referred 
Feb.  10,  1887)— That  in  their  opinion  the  order 
ought  to  pass. 


Accepted,  and  said  order  passed  as  follows : 
That  the  superintendent  of  sewers  be  requested 
to  ascertain  the  needs  of  East  Boston  for  more 
perfect  drainage  and  to  estimate  the  expense 
thereof  and  embrace  the  same  in  the  estimates 
of  his  department  for  the  current  year.  Sent 
down. 

Report  on  the  order  relative  to  improving  the 
cemetery  on  Bennington  street,  East  Boston— 
that  in  their  opinion  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Accepted  and  said  order  passed  as  follows: 
That  the  Board  of  Health  be  requested  to  in- 
clude in  their  estimates  for  the  ensuing  financial 
year  the  sum  of  $500,  to  be  expended  by  them  in 
improving  the  condition  of  the  burying-ground 
on  Bennington  street,  East  Boston.    Sent  down. 

Report  that  in  their  opinion  the  following 
orders,  referred  to  them  by  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, ought  not  to  pass,  namely: 

For  the  superintendent  of  streets  to  provide 
in  his  estimates  a  sum  sufficient  for  the  paving 
of  Austin  street  and  Washington  street,  Charles- 
town  ;  for  the  superintendent  of  streets  to  pro- 
vide in  his  estimates  a  sum  sufficient  to  pave 
Blue  Hill  avenue  with  granite  blocks  from  Dud- 
ley street  to  Quincy  street ;  for  the  superinten- 
dent of  streets  to  provide  in  his  estimates  a  sum 
sufficient  for  laying  sidewalks  where  they  are 
not  already  laid  on  Warren  street,  Ward  21 ;  for 
the  Street  Commissioners  to  include  in  their 
estimates  a  sum  sufficient  for  widening  Ruther- 
ford avenue  between  Chapman  and  Devens 
streets ;  for  the  Board  of  Police  to  provide  in 
their  estimates  a  sum  sufficient  for  a  stable  for 
the  horses  of  Division  No.  13.  Accepted.  Sent 
down. 

Reports  that  the  following  orders  ought  not  to 
pass: 

1.  For  a  loan  of  $130,000  for  the  widening  of 
Kneeland  street. 

2.  For  a  loan  of  $100,000  for  the  extension  of 
Broadway,  from  Washington  street  to  Park 
square. 

Severally  accepted.    Sent  down. 
Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  the  fol- 
lowing orders : 

1.  For  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  to  in- 
clude in  their  estimates  a  sum  sufficient  to  in- 
crease the  pay  of  the  call  men  in  Dorchester, 
West  Roxhury  and  Brighton. 

2.  For  the  superintendent  of  streets  to  grade 


and  put  in  order  for  public  travel  Humboldt 

Wain 
streets. 


avenue,   between    Walnut    avenue  and  Sever 


3.  For  the  Street  Commissioners  to  ask  for  an 
appropriation  to  widen  Battery  street. 

4.  For  a  loan  of  $250,000  for  the  extension  of 
Columbus  avenue  to  Ruggies  street. 

Severally  accepted.    Sent  down. 

steam  engines. 

Aid.  Haynes  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines : 

Report  that  no  further  action  is  necessary  on 
the  petition  of  R.  Beeching  &  Co.,  for  license  to 
errect  a  stationary  steam  engine  at67Blaokstone 
street,  as  the  project  has  been  abandoned. 

Accepted. 

Reports  from  the  same  committee,  recom- 
mending that  licenses  be  granted  as  follows: 

Josiah  Knight,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler 
of  30  H.  P.  for  heating  201  State  street. 

Bagnall  &  Loud  Block  Company,  to  locate  and 
use  steam  boiler  of  12  H.  P.  for  heating  at  139 
Fulton  street. 

J.  P.  Lovering,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler 
of  20  H.  P.  for  heating  at  237  Washington  street. 

Jane  A.  Sawyer,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
boiler  of  two  H.  P.  for  heating  at  1G  Tremont 
street,  Ward  3. 

Young  &  Walton,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
boiler  of  20  H.  P.  for  heating  at  372  Atlantic 
avenue. 

M.  T.  Clark,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler 
of  25  H.  P.  for  heating  at  577  Washington  street. 

Jefferson  Sawyer,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
boiler  of  five  H.  P.  for  heating  at  1G  Tremont 
street,  Ward  3. 

Bagnall  &  Loud,  to  locate  and  use  steam 
boiler  of  15 H.  P.  for  heating  at  1G2  Commercial 
street. 

George  A.  Kendall,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
boiler  ol  10-horse  power  for  heating  at  14  Friend 
street. 

A.  J.  Wilkinson  &  Co.,  to  locato  and  use 
a  steam  boiler  of  20-horse  power  for  heating  at 
23-25  Devonshire  street. 

AThambra  Coffee  Company,  to  locate  and  use 
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two  steam  boilers  of  six  and  eight  horse  power 
for  heating  purposes  at  13  Green  street,  Ward  T. 

Suffolk  Savings  Bank,  to  locate  and  use  a 
steam  boiler  of  25-horse  power  for  heating  at  45- 
47  Tremont  street,  Ward  10. 

Stephen  B.  Simmons,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
boiler  of  15-horse  power  for  heating  at  13  Otis 
street,  Ward  10. 

W.  Gleason,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler 
of  live-horse  power  for  heating  at  24  Bowdoin 
street.  Ward  10. 

George  F.  Blake  Manufacturing  Company,  to 
locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler  of  30-horse  power 
at  111-113  Federal  street. 

R.  F.  Keough,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler 
of  eight-horse  power  for  heating  at  Saratoga 
street,  near  Brooks  street,  East  Boston. 

Eliza  Otto,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler  of 
12-horse  power  for  heating  at  57  Green  street. 
Ward  7. 

P.  H.  Kerrigan,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler 
of  10-horse  power  for  heating  purposes  at  Brook- 
ford  street,  corner  Blue-hill  avenue,  Ward  20. 

H.  N.  Allen,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler 
of  three-horse  power  for  heating  at  Sanborn 
avenue,  near  Harvard  street,  Ward  24. 

Young  &  Walton,  to  locate  and  use  steam 
boiler  of  20-horse  power  for  heating  at  372  At- 
lantic avenue. 

Reports  accepted  and  licenses  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

REPORTS  FROM  THE  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  recommending  references  as 
follows : 

1.  To  the  Committee  on  Water,  of  the  request 
of  the  Water  Board  for  an  appropriation  to  pur- 
chase the  Jamaica  Pond  Aqueduct  Corporation 
Company. 

2.  To  the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Stony  Brook  relative 
to  temporary  relief  from  floods  caused  by  the 
overflow  of  Stony  brook. 

Accepted  and  said  references  ordered.  Sent 
down. 

Report  on  the  request  of  the  directors  for  pub- 
lic institutions  for  additional  appropriations  for 
Lunatic  Hospital,  Mareella-street  Home  and 
Charlestown  Almshouse  —  Recommending  the 
passage  of  an  order  that  the  city  auditor  be  au- 
thorized to  make  the  following  transfers  of 
appropriations,  namely : 

From  House  of  Correction  to  Lunatic  Hospital #5.000 

From  pauper  expenses  to  Mareella-street 

Home j?6,000 

From  new  wharf,  Long  Island,  to  Mareella- 
street  Home 1,000 

7,000 

From   new   wharf,   Long   Island,   to   almshouse, 

Charlestown 2,500 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule ;  yeas  11,  nays  0.    Sent  down. 
d.  w.  bugbee's  remonstrance. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  remonstrauce  of  Daniel  W.  Bugbee 
against  the  re-election  of  William  Doogue  as 
superintendent  of  Common  and  public  grounds — 
That  no  action  is  necessary. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

ELEVATOR  FOR  CITY  HALL. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings,  that  the  order  for 
the  superintendent  of  public  buildings  to  in- 
clude in  his  annual  estimates  a  sum  sufficient  to 
pay  for  the  placing  of  an  elevator  in  the  easterly 
side  of  City  Hall,  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted,  and  said  order  passed  under 
a  suspension  Of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

STABLES. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health  (Aid.)  recommending  that 
leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  conditions  to 
occupy  stables,  as  follows : 

Hugh  Rainer,  new  wooden,  one  horse,  near  17 
Redesdale  street,  Allston,  Ward  25. 

Augustus  Myers,  new  wooden,  two  horses, 
Washington  street,  corner  of  Corinth  street, 
Roslindale,  Ward  23. 

Reports  accepted  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

REPORTS  CALLED  FOR. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  wish  to  give  notice  that  at 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Board  I  shall  eall  for  a 
report  from  the  Committee  on  Railroads  on  the 


petition  of  the  South  Boston  Railroad  Com- 
pany, for  the  extension  of  its  tracks  from  Har- 
rison avenue  to  Broadway. 

The  Chairman— The  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Railroads  will  please  take  notice. 

Aid,  Capen— I  didn't  quite  catch  what  the 
alderman  said. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  wish  to  give  notice  that  at 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Board  I  will  call  for  a 
report  from  the  Committee  on  Railroads  on  the 
South  Boston  Railroad  Company's  petition  for 
extension  of  their  tracks  from  Harrison  avenue 
to  Broadway. 

Aid.  Capen— All  right. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man before  he  takes  his  seat  if  this  is  the  same 
petition  which  was  before  the  Board  last  year? 

Aid.  Bromwich— Yes,  sir. 

Aid.  Carroll— And  which  you  had  referred 
back  to  the  committee  last  year. 

Aid.  Bromwich— Yes,  the  very  same.  I  also 
give  notice  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
that  I  shall  call  for  a  report,  or  for  any  reasons 
which  they  can  give  as  to  why  they  haven't  re- 
ported in  regard  to  the  subject  of  selling  or  dis- 
posing of  the  land  and  buildings  known  as  the 
Brighton  Hotel  property  at  Brighton. 

The  Chairman— The  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  will  please  take  notice. 

Aid.  Carroll — If  it  would  be  agreeable  to  the 
gentleman  who  has  asked  the  question,  I  would 
say  that  he  need  not  postpone  that  question.  I 
can  give  him  an  answer  to  that  inquiry  now,  if 
it  is  desirable. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  have  no  reason  for  asking 
in  regard  to  that  any  more  than  that  the  Paving 
Department  are  in  need  of  money  for  a  stable 
and  other  things,  and  I  thought  if  the  commit- 
tee would  report  the  intention  to  aispose  of  that 
property,  which  is  very  valuable,  and  which  is  a 
nuisance  to  that  part  of  the  city,  we  should  like 
to  hear  it.    That  is  all. 

Aid.  Carroll — As  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  if  the  gentleman  who 
has  just  taken  his  seat  desires  to  receive  now 
the  information  that  he  gives  notice  of  his  de- 
sire to  receive,  I  would  say  that  I  can  give  it  to 
him. 

Aid.  Bromwich— Certainly. 

Aid.  Carroll— If  it  is  for  the  public  good  that 
he  desires  that  information,  I  can  give  it.  The 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  have  had  charge  of 
that  matter,  and  it  is  somethmg  which  is  of  a 
good  deal  of  importance.  I  know  that  the 
opinion  of  the  members  of  the  committee,  as  ex- 
pressed in  the  committee,  is  that  they  don't  in- 
tend to  hastily  let  go  of  that  property.  They  do 
not  think  it  judicious  at  the  present  time  to  re- 
port in  favor  of  the  sale  of  that  land,  because 
in  the  opinion  of  the  committee  it  is  one 
of  the  most  valuable  estates  today  in  the 
hands  of  that  committee.  The  request 
coming  from  the  Committee  on  Streets  or 
Paving  has  only  been  before  the  committee  a 
few  weeks,  and  we  have  not  given  it  much  con- 
sideration as  far  as  they  and  their  wants  are 
concerned,  but  we  have  considered  it  on  the 
original  order  that  came  from  the  Common 
Council,  and  we  believe  as  a  committee  that 
we  are  serving  the  public  interest  in  holding  on 
to  that  particular  lot  of  land.  Mr.  Chairman 
and  members  of  the  Board,  the  land  referred  to 
is  a  lot  that  has  a  frontage  of  over  200  feet,  and 
in  the  rear  opens  out  on  a  small  passageway. 
Right  in  the  centre  some  manipulators  of  land 
are  desirous  of  having  some  of  the  land  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  a  street  right  through  the 
centre  of  it  to  the  large  street  in  Brighton  known 
as  Market  street.  Your  committee  feel  that  at 
the  present  time,  with  the  market  as  it  is,  it 
would  not  be  judicious  and  would  be  unwise  for 
the  committee  to  recommend  the  sale  of  the 
land,  and  we  believe  that  we  are  serving  the 
public  and  the  interests  of  the  city  best  by  nold- 
ing  on  to  the  land. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  would  like  to  ask  the 
alderman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat  when  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  have  considered 
that  subject, 

Aid.  Carroll— For  the  information  of  the 
gentleman  who  is  my  associate  on  the  commit- 
tee. I  will  state  that  the  committee  has  not  con- 
sidered the  subject  since  the  request  was  made 
by  the  Paving  Department.  I  speak  now  as  a 
member  of  the  committee  of  last  year,  and  this 
was  the  conclusion  of  the  committee  of  last  year. 
The  committee  of  this  year  has  not  considered 
the  matter  as  yet. 
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Aid.  Bromwich— I  think  the  answer  is  satis- 
factory as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  but  the  Paving 
Department,  having  come  in  to  ask  for  an  ap- 
propriation to  build  a  stable  or  repair  one  that  is 
now  on  that  land.  I  thought  it  was  nothing  but 
right  that  we  should  have  some  information  in 
regard  to  it.  I  didn't  think  for  a  moment  that 
the  alderman  was  on  the  committee  when  I 
made  the  suggestion,  but  merely  did  it  in  order 
to  advance  the  building  or  repairing'  of  that  sta- 
ble which  we  are  very  much  in  need  of. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving : 

Report  on  the  petition  of  G.  F.  Burkhardt,  at- 
torney, for  consideration  of  the  matter  of  the 
condition  of  a  building  on  Prentiss  street,  cor- 
ner Halleck  street,  alleged  to  have  become  un- 
safe through  the  action  of  the  city— That  the 
petitioner  be  granted  leave  to  withdraw.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Report  on  the  order  that  the  superintendent  of 
streets  be  requested  to  include  in  his  estimate  a 
sum  sufficient  for  repaving  Dover  street,  be- 
tween Shawmut  avenue  and  Washington  street 
—That  no  action  is  necessary.    Accepted. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  the  Sewall  &  Day 
Cordage  Company  for  a  grade  crossing  of  a 
freight  railroad  on  Lincoln  street,  in  Brighton — 
Recommending  the  passage  of  an  order  of 
notice  for  a  hearing  thereon  on  the  14th  of 
March,  at  4  o  clock  P.M.  Report  accepted,  or- 
der passed. 

Report  and  order— That  the  Boston  Sugar  Re- 
finery Co.  be  granted  permission  to  employ  elec- 
tricity as  a  motive  power  on  their  cars  now  used 
in  transporting  merchandise  from  their  wharf 
and  warehouses  on  the  southerly  side  of  Margi- 
nal street  to  their  refinery  on  the  northerly  side 
of  Marginal  street,  upon  condition  that  said 
company  shall  first  give  to  the  city  an  agree- 
ment in  writing,  satisfactory  to  the  city  solici- 
tor, saving  harmless  said  city  against  any  and 
all  claims  for  damages,  costs  or  expenses,  for  or 
on  account  of,  or  in  any  way  growing  out  of  tne 
use  of  said  electricity  as  a  motive  power. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules. 

Report  on  the  order  directing  the  superinten- 
dent of  streets  to  build  a  foot-bridge  on  Albany 
street,  during  the  repairs  of  said  bridge— That 
the  city  engineer  states  that  the  roadway  bridge 
is  to  be  completed  April  15;  that  the  cost  of  a 
foot-bridge  would  be  $1000,  and  owing  to  the 
short  time  in  which  it  would  be  of  use,  the  com- 
mitte  recommend  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  take 
action  in  the  matter.    Accepted. 

Report  and  order  of  notice  for  a  hearing  on 
Monday,  March  14,  at  4  P.  M.,  on  the  petition  of 
the  Sewell  &  Day  Cordage  Company  for  a  grade 
crossing  of  a  freight  railroad  on  Lincoln  street 
in  Brighton. 

Order  passed. 

Ordered.  That  the  sum  of  $0.49  be  abated  from 
the  edgestone  and  sidewalk  assessment  of  $89.87 
levied  Feb.  11,  1887,  on  estate  of  Elizabeth  But- 
trick,  corner  of  Dennis  and  Dudley  streets,  on 
account  of  error  in  measurement. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

BOSTON  HEATING    COMPANY. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Paving  recommending  the  pass- 
age of  an  order,  that  a  license  be  granted  to  the 
Boston  Heating  Company,  to  lay  pipes  in  and 
under  the  streets  in  that  part  of  Boston  proper, 
north  of  Kneeland,  Eliot,  Providence  and  Ar- 
lington streets,  and  bounded  by  the  Harbor 
Commissioners'  line,  for  the  purpose  of  sup- 
plying such  public  and  private  buildings  as  may 
require  its  service  for  the  purposes  of  heating, 
etc.,  under  such  regulations  as  may  be  imposed 
as  to  supervision  by  the  superintendent  of  streets, 
upon  condition  that  said  licensee  first  give  to 
the  city  of  Boston  a  bond  with  sureties  satisfac- 
tory to  the  mayor  of  said  city  to  indemnify  and 
save  harmless  the  said  city  against  any  and  all 
claims  for  damages,  costs,  expenses  or  compen- 
sation for,  on  account  of,  or  in  any  way  growing 
out  of  the  construction,  maintenance  or  use  of 
the  said  pipes  as  aforesaid,  or  any  neglect  in  re- 
lation thereto. 

The  Chairman— Aid.  Maguire  moves  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule  that  the  order  may  be  put 
upon  its  passage. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  would  move  that  that  be  as- 
signed to  the  next  meeting  for  this  reason— 


The  Chairman— Aid.  Maguire  withdraws  his 
motion  to  suspend  the  rule. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  move  to  assign  to  the  next 
meeting  for  this  reason,  that  a  portion  of  the 
Board  know  nothing  about  the  practical  test 
that  that  plan  has  had  in  Washington.  I  have 
a  report  here  of  the  United  States  engineer  who 
has  examined  that  system, and  who  recommends 
it  very  highly.  I  presume  that  every  member 
has  not  at  the  present  time  read  that  report,  and 
I  can  only  say  that  those  interested  in  establish- 
ing a  plant  here  in  Boston  will  furnish  to  each 
of  the  members  of  this  Board  a  copy  of  this  that 
they  may  read  it  between  now  and  next 
Monday.  As  far  as  the  committee  is  con- 
cerned they  have  seen  a  practical  test 
of  it,  and  recommend  its  introduction. 
I  think  the  committee  are  unanimous  in  stat- 
ing that  in  their  opinion  there  is  no  doubt  this 
will  be  used  for  the  heating  of  large  buildings 
in  the  future,  and  at  an  expense  probably  of 
one  third  of  what  it  now  costs  to  heat  those 
large  buildings.  At  the  commencement  there 
was  a  good  deal  of  opposition  in  Washington, 
because  the  people  there  are  very  much  inter- 
ested in  the  streets,  and  would  oppose  almost 
anything  that  would  cause  the  digging  up  of 
the  streets.  We  all  know  that  almost  all  the 
streets  there  are  made  of  asphalt  pavement,  but 
the  parties  who  were  most  strenuous  in  oppos- 
ing the  introduction  of  that  system  are  now  the 
first  in  recommending  it,  and  I  would  also  state 
that  petitions  have  been  sent  in  for  it  by  all  the 
owners  of  large  or  small  buildings  on  the  streets 
where  it  has  been  introduced.  I  move  that  the 
matter  be  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Board,  so  that  the  other  members  of  the  Board 
will  have  the  same  opportunities  for  looking  in- 
to the  matter  that  the  members  of  the  commit- 
tee have  had. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  coincide  with  the  remarks 
of  the  alderman  on  my  left.  I  think  it  will  be- 
come one  of  the  best  systems  of  heating  that  has 
ever  been  introduced  into  the  United  States  or 
anywhere  else.  I  am  afraid  that  a  great  many 
members  think  it  is  something  similar  to  the 
system  which  has  been  in  operation  in  New  York 
and  elsewhere ;  but  it  is  not.  It  is  a  new  system, 
and  the  moment  you  see  it  you  can  see  that  it  is 
a  feasible  one,  and  one  that  will  be  adopted,  un- 
doubtedly, in  every  large  city.  You  have  only 
to  see  it  in  operation  a  few  moments,  and  you 
become  satisfied  that  it  is  a  thing  that  is  feasi- 
ble, and  that  heat  can  be  supplied  to  the  people 
by  this  means  at  a  much  reduced  rate  and 
smaller  price.  It  will  be  a  much  better  method 
for  heating  dwelling-houses  than  the  way  in 
which  they  are  heated  at  the  present  time.  It 
can  be  laid  in  the  street,  the  same  as  your  water 
pipes  and  gas  pipes,  and  if  any  householder  or 
abutter  of  a  street  in  which  it  is  entered  desires 
at  any  time  to  have  it  introduced  into  his  house 
he  is  simply  connected,  the  same  as  you  would 
ask  to  be  connected  with  a  sewer,  gas  or  water 
pipe,  and  at  one  third  the  expense  of  the  present 
cost  of  heating,  no  matter  whether  you  desire 
two  radiators  or  one  hundred.  It  can  be  used 
for  elevators,  and,  in  fact,  can  be  used  for  any- 
thing. I  wish  the  members  of  the  Board  had  all 
seen  it.  I  am  certain  if  they  had  they  would  be 
satisfied  that  it  is  a  feasible  thing,  and  I  think 
that  no  danger  would  accrue  from  the  City 
Council  recommending  its  adoption. 

The  report  and  order  were  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Board. 

Aid.  Maguire  offered  an  order— That  the  city 
messenger  be  requested  to  arrange  for  a  visit  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  other  cities  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  information  in  relation  to 
the  laying  of  pipes  under  ground  for  heating 
purposes,  the  expense  attending  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  present  that  order  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  Paving  Committee. 
The  Paving  Committee  have  seen  this,  and 
they  are  satisfied  that  the  matter  can  be 
better  understood  by  the  other  members  of 
the  Board  visiting  it  and  seeing  it  for  them- 
selves in  operation.  They  will  have  to  see  it  for 
themselves  before  they  can  thoroughly  under- 
stand it,  and  at  the  recommendation  of  the 
Paving  Committee  I  offer  that  order. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  the  question  was 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Aid.  Allen— It  seems  to  me  that  that  order  is 
rather  sweeping — "visit  other  cities."  I  sup- 
pose that  may  include  San  Francisco,  Omaha 
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Chicago  or  anywhere  else,  and  I  think  it  had 
better  be  a  little  more  closely  drawn,  so  we  may 
know  what  it  means.  If  this  Board  is  going 
to  visit  California,  and  is  going  to  San  Francisco, 
I  suppose  it  will  require  some  thousands  of  dol- 
lars, while  for  going  to  New  York  it  will  require 
a  comparatively  small  amount. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  would  like  to  inform  the 
alderman — 

The  Chairman— Does  the  alderman  give 
way? 

Aid.  Allen— Certainly,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  in- 
formation. 

Aid.  Maguire— The  only  plant  in  existence  in 
this  country  is  in  Washington. 

Aid.  Allen— Well,  then,  will  the  gentleman 
please  limit  his  order. 

Aid.  Maguire— It  was  suggested  by  some  of 
the  aldermen  that  we  should  make  a  compari- 
son between  the  steam-heating  system  as  intro- 
duced in  New  York  and  the  super-heating  sys- 
tem as  in  Washington.  That  is  why  we  offered 
the  order  in  that  form. 

Aid.  Allen— I  move  to  amend  the  order  so 
that  it  may  read,  that  we  visit  the  cities  of  New 
York  and  "Washington. 

Aid.  Maguire  accepted  the  amendment. 

Aid.  Allen— And  then  I  am  going  to  vote 
against  it. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order 
as  amended,  and  Aid.  Allen  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays.  The  order  as  amended  was  rejected ; 
yeas  5,  nays  6 : 

Yeas— Aid.  Bromwich,  Capen,  Maguire.  Mc- 
Laughlin. C.  W.  Smith— 5. 

Nays— Aid.  Allen,  Carroll,  Donovan,  Haynes, 
Lee,  Sullivan— 6. 

Later  in  the  session  Aid.  McLaughlin  moved 
to  reconsider  the  vote  whereby  the  Board  re- 
jected the  order.  • 

Aid.  McLaughlin— I  do  that,  sir,  because  I 
voted  for  that  order  understanding  from  talk- 
ing with  other  members  of  the  Board,  that  they 
didn't  feel  satisfied  in  allowing  a  measure  mean- 
ing as  much  as  that  does,  to  go  through  without 
showing  the  plan.  A  great  many  of  them  were 
satisfied  that  the  super-heating  method  would  be 
as  dangerous  as  the  New  York  steam-heating 
method.  Now  I  claim  to  know  something  about 
that  mechanical  business,  and  I  voted  for  the 
order  not  so  much  in  order  to  take  the  trip  my- 
self, as  to  give  other  members  the  chance  to 
gain  knowledge,  and  without  saying  any  more, 
sir,  I  hope  the  motion  to  reconsider  will  prevail. 

Aid.  Haynes— It  seems  to  me  if  the  visit  is  to 
be  made  to  Washington  before  the  next  meet- 
ing it  would  be  very  difficult  for  a  great  many 
members  of  the  Board  to  go.  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  seeing  the  method  of  heating  that  they 
have  in  use.  out  if  it  is  done  it  ought  not  to  be 
done  inside  of  a  week  or  ten  days,  so  that  ar- 
rangement in  regard  to  committees,  and  other 
business,  will  not  be  interfered  with.  I  have  no 
objection  to  the  order  if  the  time  can  be  arranged 
so  as  not  to  inconvenience  the  members  of  the 
Board  or  interfere  with  business. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— The  order  in  regard  to 
the  company  here  has  been  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting,  and  if  the  assignment  is  withdrawn 
and  made  for  two  weeks  or  for  any  length  of 
time,  it  doesn't  make  any  difference  to  me.  I 
don't  know  as  I  care  about  going  this  week  es- 
pecially, or  next  week. 

Aid.  Bromwich  —  I  voted  yes  on  that  or- 
der thinking  that  all  the  members  of  the 
Board  should  have  a  chance  to  examine  the 
matter,  because  I  myself  and  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  have  been  and  seen  what 
it  was.  I  am  not  particular  about  going  myself, 
but  I  do  hope  that  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
whether  they  go  at  the  expense  of  the  petition- 
ers or  at  their  own  expense,  will  go  and  see  it, 
because  I  am  sure  that  in  doing  so  they  will  see 
something  they  have  never  seen  before,  and 
that  they  will  be  surprised.  For  myself  I  don't 
care  particularly  about  going  at  all.  I  have 
been. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— It  seemed  to  me  when  that 
order  was  introduced  that  it  was  a  very  broad 
order,  giving  the  company  the  right  to  lay 
tracks  in  nearly  all  the  streets  of  Boston.  Now 
I  suppose  if  it  is  a  good  thing  we  want  to  have  it 
laid  out ;  if  it  is  not  we  don't  want  anything  to 
do  with  it.  I  have  heard  it  well  spoken  of,  but 
as  far  as  my  own  information  goes  I  know 
nothing  about  it,  and  I  certainly  shouldn't  vote 
against  such  an  order,  that  will  enable  us  to  see 
the  practical  workings  of  it  when  it  can  be  so 


easily  done  as  by  going  to  Washington.  As  far 
as  expense  goes,  if  I  go  at  my  own  expense  or  the 
city's  it  makes  no  difference,  but  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  the  citizens  of  Boston  wish  us  to  pay 
our  own  expenses  on  any  such  occasion.  I  oe- 
lieve  that  they  do  not  object  to  our  spending  a 
proper  amount  of  money  for  the  purpose  of  giv- 
ing necessary  information  to  members  of  the 
Board.  I  should  much  prefer  to  have  the  Board 
wait  another  week  than  to  go  this  week.  I  trust 
that  can  be  arranged  satisfactorily,  and  I  trust 
that  the  order  willbe  reconsidered. 

The  Chairman— I  would  state  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Board  that  there  is  no  specified  time 
in  the  order. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  voted  against  that  order,  but 
I  do  not  want  iny  vote  to  prevent  others  from 
getting  information  which  I  may  feel  that  I  my- 
self have  on  that  particular  matter.  I  will  say 
that  I  will  vote  to  reconsider  the  former  vote  so 
that  others  may  obtain  the  same  information 
that  I  have  at  present.  I  agree  with  the  alder- 
man who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  and  I  for  one 
do  not  care  to  go  at  the  expense  of  that  company. 
I  believe  that  the  city  of  Boston  had  better  pay 
the  expense  of  getting  that  information  than 
to  have  the  company  pay  it.  I,  for  one,  if  I  go  at 
all,  should  refuse  to  go  at  the  expense  of  the 
company.  If  it  is  a  benefit  for  us  to  see  it,  as 
legislators  of  the  city  of  Boston,  it  is  better  for 
the  city  to  pay  the  expense.  I  will  vote  to  recon- 
sider that  motion  so  that  others  may  get  the  in- 
formation that  they  desire. 

Aid.  SuLLrvAN— I  most  decidedly  will  not  go 
at  the  expense  of  any  company,  if  I  decide  to  go 
to  Washington  at  all.  I  know  a  little  something 
about  steam,  but  I  must  say  that  I  know  nothing 
about  this  intended  heating  apparatus,  and  the 
company  that  proposes  to  introduce  it  hasn't 
even  taken  the  trouble  to  send  me  a  report. 
Other  gentlemen  here  seem  to  be  well  posted 
and  to  know  all  about  it.  and  until  I  know  some- 
thing more  than  I  do  now  I  shall  never  vote  for  it. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  will  say  to  the  alderman 
that  there  was  only  one  report  sent  to  the  Pav- 
ing Committee.  They  didn't  have  them  ready. 
One  report  was  all  wre  had. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  would  state  for  the  benefit  of 
the  alderman  from  East  Boston  that  every 
member  of  the  Board  will  be  provided  with  a 
copy  of  the  report  this  week,  so  that  he  will 
have  a  chance  to  see  it.  The  object  I  had  in, 
having  the  order  assigned  was  so  that  the  alder- 
men could  peruse  this  report  before  voting  on 
the  question. 

The  vote  rejecting  the  order  was  reconsid- 
ered, and  the  question  came  on  the  passage  o 
the  order. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  move  to  amend  the  order 
so  that  the  chairman  of  the  Board  will  make  the 
arrangements  instead  of  the  city  messenger.  Of 
course  if  he  finds  it  necessary  to  ask  the  city 
messenger  to  assist  him,  he  has  that  right.  The 
chairman  of  the  Board,  I  think,  should  arrange 
the  matter,  so  I  make  that  amendment. 

The  order  was  amended  by  striking  out  the 
words  "city  messenger"  and  inserting  the  words 
"chairman  of  the  Board."  The  question  was  on 
the  passage  of  the  order  as  amended,  on  which 
Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  10,  nays  1,  Aid. 
Allen  voting  nay. 

municipal  signal  company. 

Aid.  Carroll  offered  an  order— That  the  Com- 
mittee on  Electric  Wires  be  requested  to  inves- 
tigate and  report  whether  the  Municipal  Signal 
Company  have  attached  any  of  their  wires  to 
telegraph,  telephone  or  electric  wire  poles  of  this 
city  without  permission  of  this  Board. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

wendell-street  paving. 

Aid.  Carroll  offered  an  order— That  the 
superintendent  of  streets  be  requested  to  pave 
Wendell  street  with  granite  blocks  between 
Pearl  and  Oliver  streets. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

LINCOLN-WHARF  DAMAGES. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an  order— That  the  city 
auditor  be  authorized  to  transfer  to  the  appropri- 
ation for  East  Boston  ferries  a  sufficient  sum  to 
meet  the  judgment  of  court  for  Lincoln-wharf 
damages. 

Rules  were  suspended  and  the  question  was  on 
the  passing  of  the  order. 

Aid.  Allen— That  is  a  transfer  from  what? 


193 


BOARD     OF     ALDERMEN. 


It  is  a  transfer  to  something,  and  I  would  like 
to  know  what  it  is  to  be  transferred  from?  I 
move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Aid.  Sullivan— The  intention  was  to  trans- 
fer from  the  Albany-street  bridge  appropriation, 
but  Mr.  Dodge  thought  that  this  would  answer, 
without  letting  it  goto  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. The  Board  of  Ferry  Directors  will  send 
in  a  request  at  our  next  meeting  that  they  are 
unable  to  get  in  at  this  meeting.  But  I  thought 
it  better  to  secure  the  money  before  it  was  all 
gone.  For  that  reason  I  have  put  in  such  an  or- 
der as  that. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

DRINKING  FOUNTAIN  IN   BELMONT  SQUARE. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an  order— That  the  Bos- 
ton Water  Board  be  requested  to  place  a  drink- 
ing fountain  in  Belmont  square,  East  Boston. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Sent 
down. 

LAND  DAMAGES. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  orders  to  pay  on  the 
usual  conditions  for  land  taken  and  all  damages 
occasioned  by  laying  out  streets  as  follows : 

John  McCabe,  $800,  Saokville  (formerly  Web- 
ster) street,  and  by  grading  said  street  to  the 
grade  established  T>y  a  resolve  and  order  of 
Dec.  20,  1886. 

Alice  C.  Eckert,  $100,  for  land  taken  in  the 
name  of  Catherine  Eckart,  and  for  all  damages 
occasioned  by  the  widening  of  Norfolk  street  at 
Dorchester  by  a  resolve  and  order  of  Jan.  31, 
1887. 

Orders  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

superintendent  of  health. 
On  motion  of  Aid.  McLaughlin  the  appoint- 
ment of  George  W.  Forristall,  to  be  superinten- 
dent of  health,  was  taken  from  the  table  and  a 
ballot  taken  on  confirmation.  Committee— Aid. 
McLaughlan  and  Haynes.  Whole  number  of 
ballots  10 ;  yes  9,  no  1 ;  and  the  appointment  was 
declared  confirmed. 

ABATEMENT  OF  ASSESSMENT. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Bromwich  the  following 
was  taken  from  the  table : 

17.  Order  that  the  edgestone  and  sidewalk  as- 
sessment levied  Oct.  26,  1886,  against  estate  of 
Francis  H.  Gallagher,  38  Rogers  street,  Ward  15, 
amounting  to  $14.98,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
abated,  in  consideration  of  having  signed  a  re- 
lease for  grade  damages  to  said  estate. 

The  order  was  passed.  Aid.  Bromwich  moved 
to  reconsider. 

Aid.  Allen — I  shall  vote  against  that  last  mo- 
tion ;  not  because  I  want  to  put  in  a  motion  to 
reconsider,  hereafter,  but  I  think  we  have  been 
making  that  motion  a  little  too  often.  We  pass 
votes  here  almost  unanimously,  by  11  or  12  votes, 
and  then  somebody  gets  up  and  moves  a  recon- 
sideration, hoping  it  will  not  prevail.  I  think 
we  ought  to  have  a  little  more  confidence  in  one 
another  than  to  avail  ourselves  of  that  motion, 
unless  in  extreme  cases,  and  I  shall  object  to 
thatimotion  being  put  on  this  particular  occasion. 
I  give  fair  notice  that  I  do  not  intend  to  put  in  a 
motion  to  reconsider.  Allow  me  to  say  in  con- 
clusion that  it  will  only  delay  the  matter  24 


hours,  and  the  case  is  not  so  imperative  but  that 
we  can  allow  that  24  hours. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  shall  withdraw  my  motion 
to  reconsider.  I  didn't  make  it  for  any  particu- 
lar reason  except  that  it  has  been  so  usually 
done  among  us,  and  as  it  had  been  laid  on  the 
table,  knowing  the  facts  of  the  case  as  thor- 
oughly as  I  do,  I  didn't  know  but  that  it  might 
be  Drought  up  again.  I  will  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion for  reconsideration. 

No  objection,  the  motion  to  reconsider  was 
withdrawn. 

BROADWAY  BRIDGE. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  the  following: 
An  Ordinance 
To  amend  Chapter  45  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1855. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  l.  Chapter  45  of  the  Revised  Ordi- 
nances of  1885  is  hereby  amended  in  Section  2, 
in  the  third  line  of  said  section,  by  striking  out 
the  words  "one  engineer"  and  mserting  the 
words  "two  engineers"  in  place  thereof. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Bridges. 

WATER  METERS. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  offered  an  order— That  the 
Boston  Water  Board  be  directed  to  report  as 
soon  as  convenient  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
what  has  been  gained  to  the  water  takers  of 
Boston  by  the  adoption  of  the  Tremont  water 
meter ;  what  sums  of  money  has  the  department 
expended  for  repairs  on  Tremont  meters ;  what 
meters  have  been  purchased  and  used  by  the 
department  during  the  past  and  present  year, 
and  how  many ;  what  is  the  balance  on  hand  of 
appropriated  money  for  the  purchase  of  record- 
ing meters ;  how  many  of  the  4000  Tremont  me- 
ters purchased  by  the  city  are  in  service  today ; 
have  any*  of  the  Tremont  meters  failed  to  give 
the  guaranteed  12  months'  service,  if  so,  how 
many  and  what  disposition  was  made  of  them. 

Passed. 

STONY  BROOK. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims,  on  the  part  of  this  Board,  on 
the  petition  of  the  Whittier  Machine  Company, 
that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  determine  the  dam- 
ages to  said  company  by  the  overflow  of  Stony 
brook— Recommending  reference  of  the  same  to 
the  Committee  on  Stony  Brook. 

Accepted  and  said  reference  ordered.  Sent 
down. 

LAMARTINE-STREET  SIDEWALK. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  an  order— That  the  superin- 
tendent of  streets  be  requested  to  have  the  side- 
walk on  Lamartine  street,  Ward  23,  between 
Boylston  and  Green  streets,  finished  in  con- 
crete. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

REPORT  OF  CEMETERY  COMMISSIONERS. 

Aid.  Capen  offered  an  order— That  the  Com- 
missioners on  Cemeteries  be  authorized  to  sub- 
mit their  report  to  the  City  Council  in  print,  the 
expense  to  De  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
printing. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Sent 
down. 

Adjourned  at  6.21  P.  M.  on  motion  of  Aid. 
Bromwich. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council. 


Thursday,  Feb.  24,  1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Common  Cotmcil  at 
7.30  P.M.,  President  Barry  in  the  chair. 

By  direction  of  the  president  the  roll  was 
called  with  the  following  result: 

Present— Atwood,  Barry,  Blume,  Bowman, 
Burr,  Carroll,  Carstensen.  Clark,  Coleman,  Coyle, 
Dewey,  Fisher.  Foss.  Fottler.  Fowler,  Frost. 
Haggerty,  Hayes,  Ladd,  Lattimore,  Lauten, 
Leary,  Light,  F.  Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison,  J. 
Murphy,  J.  J.  Murphy.  W.  H.  Murphy,  Norton, 
O'Mealey,  Perkins.  0.  C.  Powers,  E.  J.  Powers, 
Richards,  Sanger,  Shaw,  Short,  E.  Sullivan,  J. 
H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevens, 
Tattle,  Webster,  Whitmore.  Wilson-46. 

Absent — Chamberlain,  Cochran,  Connolly, 
Davern.  Desmond,  Dolan,  Duggan,  Dunn, 
J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez.  Harring- 
ton, Keliher,  Kelley,  Kennedy,  Mahoney,  Mc- 
Enaney,  McKenna,  McNary,  Nunan,  Perry, 
Reilly,  Snow,  Thayer,  Tracy,  Whall— 2G. 

WARDROOM  FOR    WARD  22. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan  offered  an  order— That  the 
superintendent  ol  public  buildings  be  requested 
to  provide  for  the  citizens  of  Ward  22  a  larger 
and  more  suitable  wardroom,  and  that  the 
accommodations  be  such  as  will  assist  in  the 
prevention  of  fraud  at  caucuses,  and  such  as 
will  invite  all  citizens  of  the  aforesaid  ward  to 
take  upon  themselves  the  primary  duties 
attending  caucus  meetings. 

Mr.  Sullivan  moved  to  refer  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Buildings. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  would  suggest  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  as  they 
have  two  or  three  similar  matters  before  them, 
and  are  considering  what  report  to  make  on  the 
whole  sub.iect.  That  will  facilitate  what  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  22  wishes,  if  it  is  possible 
to  be  done.  I  suggest  it  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances. 

Mr,  R.  Sullivan— I  stiggested  its  reference  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  because,  if 
I  remember  rightly,  an  order  that  was  passed 
some  time  ago  for  a  more  suitable  wardroom 
to  be  provided  for  Ward  7  was  referred  to  that 
committee ;  and  on  that  ground  I  moved  its  ref- 
erence to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 
But  since  the  matter  is  before  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances  I  accept  the  amendment. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances. 

Mr.  Whitmore— In  order  that  the  record  may 
stand  right,  I  would  say  that  the  order  to  which 
the  gentleman  referred  was  afterwards  referred 
from  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  and  is  there  now. 

REQUESTS  FROM  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

Requests  were  received  from  the  School  Com- 
mittee as  follows : 

1.  To  furnish  the  School  Committee  building 
with  incandescent  electric  lights. 

2.  To  furnish  reasonable  yard  room  for  the 
Harvard  Primary  schoolhouse. 

Severally  referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  Lauten  presented  the  petition  of  Augus- 
tus Russ,  for  self  and  co-trustees,  James  Wood 
and  others,  for  the  abatement  of  the  Marine 
Park  betterments  on  their  estates,  because  their 
several  estates  did  not  receive  any  betterment 
or  improvement  in  value  by  the  laying  out  of 
said  park. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  tin  Claims. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Murphy  presented  the.  petition  of 
Georgianna  AVrilliams,  for  compensation  for  per- 
sonal injuries  received  on  Feb.  8,  1887,  while 
walking  on  Tremont  street,  Charlestown,  in 
front  of  Nos.  15  and  17. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Claims. 

hand-cart  peddling. 

Mr.  C.  C.  Powers  offered  an  order— That  the 

Committee  on  Ordinances  consider  and  report 


what  changes  are  necessary  in  the  Revised 
Ordinances,  in  order  to  abate  or  prohibit  the 
hand-cart  peddling  and  other  similar  nuisances 
in  and  about  State  street,  School  street,  the 
postorhce  and  other  business  portions  of  the  city 
proper. 

Mr.  Blume— I  had  hoped  that  the  gentleman 
who  introduced  that  order  would  also  superadd 
to  it  that  that  committee  make  an  early  report, 
because  if  there  is  a  crying  nuisance  in  the  city 
of  Boston  today.it  is  that  which  he  has  men- 
tioned in  that  order. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  on  motion  of  Mr.  C.  C.  Powers. 

papers  from  board  of  aldermen. 

1.  Annual  report  of  the  city  registrar  of  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths  in  1886.    Placed  on  rile. 

2.  Notice  of  indefinite  postponement  of  order 
requesting  certain  information  in  regard  to 
water  meters.    Placed  on  tile. 

3.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  leave  to 
withdraw  on  petition  of  Louis  A.  Lauriat,  trus- 
tee, for  abatement  of  assessment  on  estate  of 
Gustavus  A.  Lauriat.  on  account  of  laying  out 
Franklin  Park.  Referred  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Whitmore  to  the  Committee  on  Judiciary, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  Nos.  4  to  13  in- 
clusive were  acted  on  together  and  were  sever- 
ally accepted  in  concurrence,  viz. : 

4.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw, on  petition  of  Ephraim  Lissner,  for  com- 
pensation for  alleged  damages  to  his  house,  177 
Albany  street,  from  rebuilding  Albany-street 
bridge. 

5.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw, on  account  of  insufficient  notice,  on  peti- 
tion of  Annie  Moran  to  be  compensated  for  per- 
sonal injuries  from  a  fall  on  the  highway. 

6.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  notice  of  the  claim  of  the  Salamander 
Felting  Company  for  an  alleged  infringement 
of  patents. 

7.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Mary  A.  Wood,  trustee,  and 
Charles  A.  Wood,  for  compensation  for  damage 
sustained  by  erection  of  an  electric-light  pole  m 
front  of  their  premises. 

8.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Caroline  H.  Cordner,  to  be 
allowed  to  project  a  step  on  Allston  street,  and 
for  the  restoration  of  a  small  triangular  strip  of 
land. 

9.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Ellen  A.  Williams,  for  re- 
fund of  taxes  paid  by  her,  and  alleged  to  have 
been  illegally  assessed  on  her  estates  on  Seaver 
street,  Ward  21. 

10.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Joanna  Larkin,  to  be  re- 
funded a  portion  of  a  liquor  license  fee  paid  by 
Michael  Larkin,  which  became  void  by  reason 
of  his  death. 

11.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Adelaide  E.  French,  for 
abatement  of  tax  levied  on  her  estate,  taken  by 
the  city  for  the  extension  of  Staniford  street. 

12.  Report  of  same  committe,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  heirs  of  Michael  Cronin,  to 
be  compensated  for  damages  to  estate  193  South 
street,  caused  by  an  alleged  defective  sewer. 

13.  Report  of  same  committee,  no  action  nec- 
essary on  message  of  mayor,  transmitting  a 
communication  from  the  agents  of  the  Leyland 
line  of  steamers,  relative  to  damages  to  the 
steamer  Venetian,  by  collision  with  ferryboat 
Revere. 

Mr.  Whitmore— It  will  be  noticed  that  Nos. 
14  to  23  inclusive  come  from  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations.  1  move  that  those  all  be  ac- 
cepted ;  and  I  will  here  state  that  those  that  are 
reported  "ought  not  to  pass"  were  those  where 
the  committee  thought,  for  one  reason  or 
another,  that  they  could  not  be  entertained' this 
year.  Those  in  which  it  is  said  "no  action  is 
necessary"  are  merely  those  where  the  depart- 
ments had  already  adopted  the  same  order,  and 
therefore  no  action  was  necessary.  I  make  that 
explanation  of  the  two  different  classes  which 
these  reports  form ;  and  if  no  one  is  desirous  of 
discussing  any  particular  one,  I  move  that  all 
be  accepted. 

The  question  was  upon  accepting  Nos.  14  to  23 
inclusive,  viz. : 

14.  Report  of  Committee  on  Appropriations, 
that  the  order  for  a  loan  of  $250,000  for  extension 
of  Columbus  avenue  to  Ruggles  street  ought  not 
to  pass. 
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15.  Report  of  same  committee,  that  the  order 
for  a  loan  of  $100,000  for  the  extension  of  Broad- 
way from  Washington  street  to  Park  square 
ought  not  to  pass. 

16.  Report  of  same  committee,  that  the  order 
for  a  loan  of  $130,000  for  the  widening-  of  Knee- 
land  street  ought  not  to  pass. 

17.  Report  of  same  committee,  that  the  order 
for  a  loan  of  $265,000  for  the  extension  and  laying 
out  of  Columhus  avenue  ought  not  to  pass. 

18.  Report  of  same  committee,  that  the  orders 
to  provide  in  the  annual  estimates  sums  suffi- 
cient for  the  paving  of  Austin  street  and  Wash- 
ington.street,  Charlestown ;  the  paving  of  Blue 
Hill  avenue  with  granite  hlocks,  from  Dudley 
street  to  Quincy  street:  for  laying  sidewalks 
where  they  are  not  already  laid  on  Warren 
street,  Ward  21 ;  for  widening  Rutherford  avenue, 
between  Chapman  and  Devens  streets;  and  for 
a  stable  for  the  horses  of  Police  Division  13,— 
ought  not  to  pass. 

19.  Report  of  same  committee,  no  action  neces- 
sary on  order  for  superintendent  of  Common, 
etc.,  to  ask  for  an  appropriation  for  a  drinking- 
fountain  for  Independence  square,  South  Bos- 
ton. 

20.  Report  of  same  committee,  no  action  neces- 
sary on  the  order  for  the  city  architect  to  ask  for 
an  appropriation  for  a  new  primary  school  build- 
ing for  East  Boston. 

21.  Report  of  same  committee,  no  action  neces- 
sary on  the  order  for  the  Street  Commissioners 
to  ask  for  an  appropriation  to  widen  Battery 
street. 

22.  Report  of  same  committee,  no  action  neces- 
sary on  order  for  superintendent  of  streets  to 
grade  and  put  in  order  for  travel  Humboldt  ave- 
nue, between  Walnut  avenue  and  Seaver  street. 

23.  Report  of  same  committee,  no  action  neces- 
sary on  order  for  Fire  Commissioners  to  include 
in  their  annual  estimates  a  sum  sufficient  to  in- 
crease the  pay  of  the  call-men  in  Dorchester, 
West  Roxbury,  and  Brighton. 

Mr.  McKenna— I  was  much  disappointed  to 
find  that  the  committee  have  not  made  a  favora- 
ble report  on  the  paving  of  Austin  street.  I  think 
that  is  something  very  much  needed.  The  street 
is  now  about  half  paved,  and  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  travel  over  it  by  teams  on  their  way  to  Cam- 
bridge. I  think  one  of  the  few  things  Charles- 
town  gets  ought  to  be  the  paving  of  this  street. 
In  all  the  good  things  that  are  given  out  Charles- 
town  is  left,  and  I  think  we  ought  to  be  remem- 
bered in  the  paving  of  this  street,  at  least.  It  is 
a  very  dusty  street  in  the  summer  Mine,  and  is 
always  in  bad  condition.  We  are  not  gifted  over 
there  with  anything  in  the  shape  of  a  park  or  a 
good  highway,  and  I  hope,  sir,  that  this  will  be 
recommitted  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Reilly— I  would  like  to  ask  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  on  the  part 
of  the  Council  for  some  information  in  regard  to 
the  matter  of  widening  Rutherford  avenue.  I 
should  like  to  ask  (it  is  included  in  No.  18  on  the 
calendar)  what  were  the  reasons,  or  upon  what 
grounds  they  rejected  the  order,  and  also  how 
far  the"  went  into  the  matter,— whether  they 
got  any  figures  or  facts  in  regard  to  the  matter, 
or  whether  the  order  was  merely  read  and  the 
motion  made  to  reject  it?  I  would  like  to  have 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  give  me  a  little 
light  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Mr.  President,  the  gentleman 
must  be  aware  that  it  will  be  improper  for  me  to 
state  what  votes  were  taken  in  the  committee 
or  anything  of  the  kind.  I  can  only  say,  sir, 
what  I  stated  in  the  first  place,  that  where  we 
reported  that  it  was  unnecessary  to  take  any 
further  action  it  was  because  the  various  depart- 
ments had  already  incorporated  those  items  into 
their  suggestions.  In  regard  to  those  that  ought 
not  to  pass  1  can  only  say  that  the  committee 
were  satisfied,  after  looking  over  the  number  of 
applications  and  the  amounts  which  the  depart- 
ments had  already  put  in,  that  if  the  Council 
was  to  pass  any  such  order  it  would  have  no 
effect  whatever.  We  cannot  order  them  to  do 
it,  and  the  wording  of  the  orders  in  most  cases 
is  that  they  be  requested  to  do  it,  and  of  course 
they  must  exercise  their  own  judgment.  There 
are' a  great  many  street  widenings  that  are  de- 
sirable, and  there  is  a  great  deal  of  new  paving 
needed,  and  we  wish  we  could  do  it  all ;  but  it  is 
useless  to  ask  for  money  for  more  things  than 
there  is  any  probability  of  obtaining.  In  regard 
to  Charlestown,  there  is  a  very  prominent  alder- 
man from  Charlestown  who  represents  it  on  that 
committee,  and  I  think  it  is  safe  to  say  in  regard 


to  that  section  of  the  city  that  anything  which 
the  committee  could  have  reported  back  with 
any  probability  of  its  succeeding  would  have 
been  done.  But  as  to  the  particular  votes  by 
which  the  committee  arrived  at  this  decision, 
of  course,  Mr.  President,  it  would  be  entirely 
improper  for  me  to  give  any  information.  I  can 
only  say  that  these  reports  as  they  come  in  are 
the  unanimous  reports  of  the  committee,  and 
they  have  done  the  best  they  could  do  under  the 
circumstances. 

Mr.  Frost— In  regard  to  this  report,  No.  14— 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations 
that  the  order  for  a  loan  of  $250,000  for  the  ex- 
tension of  Columbus  avenue  to  Ruggles  street 
ought  not  to  pass— I  was  in  hopes,  sir,  that  the 
committee  would  report  in  favor  of  recommend- 
ing that  appropriation.  I  think,  sir,  if  there  is 
any  improvement  that  is  desirable  and  that  is 
needed,  it  is  the  extension  of  this  avenue.  It  is 
one  of  the  leading  avenues  of  the  city,  leading 
out  of  a  very  populous  section  of  our  city  and 
through  another  populous  section;  and  there 
are  some  portions  of  that  district  which  are  in 
a  very  bad  condition. 

Mr.  Whitmore — If  the  gentleman  will  allow 
me  to  make  one  explanation  which  I  ought  to 
have  made  before,  it  will  save  some  debate. 
There  are  three  orders  there  for  the  extension 
of  streets.  All  of  those  orders  are  in  the  form 
of  a  loan.  I  think  the  gentleman  must  be  aware 
that  the  city  of  Boston  at  the  present  time  can- 
not make  any  loan.  For  that  reason,  in  regard 
to  those  three  orders,  we  were  obliged  to  report 
ought  not  to  pass,  because  the  city  of  Boston 
cannot  borrow  any  money  in  this  way.  however 
good  the  project  maybe.  The  gentleman  will 
see  that  there  is  one  item  which  I  have  favored 
—the  wideningof  Kneeland  street— but  the  order 
is  in  the  form  of  negotiating  a  loan,  and  of  course 
under  the  present  law  the  city  cannot  negotiate 
any  loan. 

Mr.  Frost— The  explanation  of  the  gentleman 
is  satisfactory. 

The  several  reports,  14  to  23  inclusive,  were 
accepted  in  concurrence.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved 
to  reconsider ;  lost. 

24.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  recom- 
mending reference  to  Committee  on  Water  of 
the  request  of  the  Water  Board  lor  an  appropri- 
ation to  purchase  the  property  of  the  Jamaica 
Pond  Aqueduct  Corporation. 

Report  accepted  and  said  reference  ordered  in 
concurrence. 

The  President— The  Chair  has  received  a 
communication  which  he  will  read  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Webster— Will  the  Chair  please  announce 
the  vote  on  No.  24? 

The  President— The  Chair  decided  it  was  a 
vote. 

Mr.  Webster— I  doubt  the  vote  and  ask  for 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  Chair— The  gentleman  is  too  late.  The 
Chair  had  announced  the  vote.  The  Chair  will 
read  the  communication. 

THE  RAILROAD  INVESTIGATION. 

The  President  read  a  request  of  the  Special 
Committee  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on  Rail- 
roads for  permission  to  use  the  Common  Council 
chamber  tor  their  hearings  during  the  investi- 
gation upon  which  they  are  engaged. 

In  connection  with  the  above,  Mr.  Leary  of- 
fered an  order— That  the  city  messenger  be 
directed  to  open  the  Common  Council  chamber 
lor  the  use  of  the  Special  Committee  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  stockholders  of  the  South  Boston 
railroad,  at  such  times  as  said  committee  may 
desire  the  same,  vvhen  the  Common  Council  is 
not  in  session. 

Passed.    Mr.  Leary  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

cemetery  investigation. 

Mr.  Reilly  offered  an  order— That  the  Com 
niissioners  on  Public  Cemeteries  be  authorized 
to  use  the  Council  chamber  for  the  purposes  of 
a  public  hearing  on  the  afternoon  of  Friday,  the 
25th  inst.,  provided  that  said  commissioners  need 
the  use  of  this  chamber. 

Passed. 

Mr.  Webster  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
on  No.  24. 

Mr.  Whall— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
time  has  not  yet  arrived  for  the  introduction  of 
motions. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 
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25.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  recom- 
mending reference  to  Committee  on  Appropri- 
ations of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Stony 
brook  relative  to  temporary  relief  from  floods 
caused  by  the  overflow  of  said  brook. 

Report  accepted  and  said  reference  ordered  in 
concurrence. 

26.  Order  to  pay  on  the  21st  instant  the 
amounts  of  State  aid  allowed  by  the  Committee 
on  State  Aid  for  February. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  like  to  ask  what  the 
effect  would  be  of  passing  that  order  now  on  the 
24th? 

The  President— It  would  have  no  effect. 

Mr.  Whitmore — Unless  it  is  to  ratify  what 
has  been  done  we  might  as  well  indefinitely 
postpone  it.  I  make  that  motion,  sir,  unless  it 
is  going  to  ratify  whatever  is  done. 

The  President— The  treasurer  has  refused  to 
pay  until  this  order  is  passed. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  do  not  know  what  to  say  in 
that  case.  He  cannot  pay  on  the  21st,  if  we 
pass  it. 

The  President— The  order  will  have  no  ef- 
fect; it  might  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  suggest  that  we 
amend  it  by  saying  "on  or  after  the  21st."  and 
then  let  it  go  back  to  the  Board.  I  do  not  see 
anything  else  we  can  do.  I  move  to  insert  the 
words  "on  or  after." 

The  amendment  was  declared  carried. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  would  like  to  ask  whether  this 
order  comes  from  any  committee  or  not. 

The  President— The  records  do  not  show  that 
it  has. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  move  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  State  Aid,  or  such  appropriate 
committee  as  may  be  necessary,  in  order  to  have 
their  favorable  action  upon  this  matter.  Unless 
we  have  some  explanation  of  it  J  move  it  be 
indefinitely  postponed. 

The  President— The  Committee  on  State  Aid 
being  a  standing  committee  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen and  not  a  joint  committee,  it  cannot  be 
so  referred. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  am  not  familiar  with  the  pro- 
per committee  to  refer  it  to,  but  it  seems  to  me 
we  ought  not  to  pass  upon  this  manner  until  we 
have  some  explanation  of  it.  I  will  move  that 
it  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  still  think,  sir,  that  that 
might  possibly  complicate  matters.  The  proba- 
bility is  that  they  have  gone  ahead  and  paid  it 
on  the  supposition  that  the  order  will  pass.  I 
think  the  setter  way  is  to  make  the  amendment 
and  afterwards  let  it  go  back  to  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  as  it  belongs  in  their  department 
more  than  it  does  in  ours,  and  then  they  can  do 
what  they  please.  If  the  treasurer  has  gone 
ahead  and  paid  the  money  we  might  as  well 
pass  it  in  some  shape.  I  think  the  amendment 
will  be  sufficient  to  take  it  back  to  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  and  then  they  can  dispose  of  it. 

The  President— Mr.  AVilson  accepts  the  pro- 
position of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12. 

The  order  as  amended  was  read  a  second  time 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  and  passed.  Mr 
Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider :  lost.    Sent  up. 

27.  Order  requesting  the  Water  Board  to  place 
a  drinking  fountain  in  Belmont  square,  East 
Boston. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  to  inquire  if  that  has 
been  before  any  committee? 

The  President— It  is  merely  a  request  to  the 
Water  Board. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ladd  the  order  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Water. 

The  clerk  said  he  had  received  several  unim- 
portant matters  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
too  late  to  be  put  on  the  calendar,  and  he  would 
read  them. 

Annual  report  of  trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Ceme- 
tery.   Placed  on  file. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Library,  no  ac- 
tion necessary  in  regard  to  Branch  Library  at 
Mt.  Bowdoin.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Report  no  action  necessary  on  the  protest  of 
Daniel  W.  Bugbee.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  the  Commissioners  on  Cemeteries  to 
report  hi  print.  Passed  in  concurrence,  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rule,  moved  by  Mr.  Whitmore. 

28.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Depart- 
ment for  the  Inspection  of  Buildings,  and  an 
ordinance  (approved  as  to  form  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances)  to  amend  Chapter  28  of  the 


Revised  Ordinances  of  1885,  as  amended  by- 
Chapter  25  of  the  Ordinances  of  1880,  by  striking 
out  of  Section  8  all  after  "occupation,"  in  tenth 
line  of  said  section,  and  inserting  in  place  there- 
of: "And  the  person  to  whom  such  permit  is 
granted  shall  also  be  required  to  erect  and  main- 
tain, during  his  said  occupancy  of  the  public 
street,  a  way  for  the  use  of  foot-passengers,  at 
such  time  and  hi  such  manner  as  the  said  in- 
spector may  direct." 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  shall  move,  Mr.  President, 
that  No.  28  be  specially  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Council,  for  the  reason  that  I 
think  this  Council  will  be  better  prepared  if 
they  will  so  postpone  the  matter,  and  will  also 
consult  Document  No.  176  of  last  year,  which  I 
shall  move  to  have,  reprinted.  The  matter 
came  up  last  year,  Mr.  President,  in  this  way. 
The  old  ordinance  will  be  found  in  the  large 
book  of  the  ordinances  of  1885.  Then  by  Docu- 
ment No.  138  of  last  year  we  amended  it;  then 
again  by  an  ordinance,  which  is  Document  No. 
176  of  last  year,  by  which  it  was  proposed  to 
amend  it  still  more,  and  that  was  passed  by  the 
Council,  sent  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and 
they  non-concurred.  The  consequence  was 
that  the  ordinance  stands  today  as  it  was  print- 
ed in  the  ordinances  of  1885,  and  with  this  little 
amendment  made  last  June.  Now,  sir,  the  mat- 
ter comes  up  with  the  same  thing  to  be  consid- 
ered and  on  the  same  question  exactly,  that 
was  considered  last  year.  But  as  these  docu- 
ments of  last  year  are  not  in  the  possession  of 
the  members  of  the  Council,  I  move  to  assign 
for  further  consideration  the  whole  subject  to  8 
o'clock  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council ;  and 
I  also  move  that  Documents  Nos.  138  and  176  of 
last  year  be  reprinted,  and  that  they  be  distrib- 
uted to  the  members  when  the  matter  is  dis- 
cussed at  the  next  meeting.  They  will  be  able 
at  ©nee  to  refer  to  the  state  of  the  law  and  the 
amendment  which  was  desired  by  the  Council 
last  year.  It  is  impossible  to  get  a  supply  for 
the  members  from  the  files  of  last  year,  and  I 
think  it  will  save  our  time  if  we  so  assign  it  and 
have  the  documents  reprinted. 

Mr.  Whitmore's  motion  to  assign  and  reprint 
prevailed.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider; 
lost. 

29.  Report  of  Committee  on  Appropriations, 
that  the  order  for  the  Board  of  Health  to  in- 
clude in  their  estimates  -1500,  to  be  expend- 
ed in  improving  the  burying-ground  on  Ben- 
nington street.  East  Boston,  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 
Mr.  F.  R.  Morrison  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

30.  Report  of  Committee  on  Appropriations, 
that  the  order  for  the  superintendent  of  sewers 
to  ascertain  the  needs  of  East  Boston  for  better 
drainage,  and  to  place  in  his  estimates  sufficient 
to  pay  for  the  expense  of  providing  the  same, 
ought  to  pass. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  to  inquire  whether 
there  is  any  knowledge  on  the  part  of  any  mem- 
ber here  as  to  what  would  be  the  expense  of  this 
improvement.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  hardly 
the  thing  for  us  to  request  the  superintendent  of 
sewers  to  include  in  his  estimates  a  sum  of 
money  which  we  know  nothing  about  as  to 
what  size  it  will  be.  It  might  be  that  it  is  an 
immense  expenditure  of  money  which  he  would 
be  called  upon  to  include  in  his  estimates.  I 
should  like  to  inquire  if  anybody  knows  any- 
thing about  what  the  expense  will  be. 

Mr.  Whall— It  is  just  simply  because  we  do 
not  know  what  the  expense  is  to  be  that  we  ask 
the  superintendent  of  sewers  to  tell  us  how 
much.  We  want  him  to  make  an  estimate.  The 
Committee  on  Appropriations  considered  that 
the  sewerage  system  in  East  Boston  was  very 
defective,  and  they  thought  that  the  City  Coun- 
cil should  be  informed  by  competent,  evidence 
what  expense  the  city  should  go  to  to  remedy 
the  defective  sewerage.  Now  we  are  taking 
just  the  very  best  means  possible  to  find  out 
what  the  expense  of  it  is.  I  doubt  if  another 
member  of  the  city  government  has  the  least 
idea  what  the  expense  will  be.  It  may  he  so 
large  we  cannot  enter  upon  it  this  year.  It  may 
be  so  small  that  we  can  give  immediate  relief, 
even  though  we  are  limited  in  our  taxing  ability 
which  we  now  labor  under.  I  hope  I  have  satis- 
fied the  gentleman. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  think  that  everything  the  gentle- 
man has  said  has  gone  to  favor  our  obtaining  the 
information,  and  if  that  had  been  all  the  order 
contemplated  I  should  not  have  raised  any  in- 
quiry at  all,  because  I  am  always  ready  and  wil- 
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ling  to  receive  information.  But  to  request  the 
superintendent  of  sewers  to  include  in  his  esti- 
mates that  sum,  whatever  it  may  be,  perhaps 
we  are  thereby  placing  the  superintendent 
of  sewers  in  a  very  ridiculous  position.  He  may, 
perhaps,  be  compelled  by  this  request,  or  he 
may  feel  obliged  to  report  this  large  sum— if  it 
should  be  a  large  sum— in  his  estimates.  If  the 
order  simply  called  for  information.  I  should 
have  no  objection  to  it  at  all,  but  it  asks  him  to 
include  in  his  estimates  that  sum.  It  seems  to 
me  that  that  should  be  stricken  out.  I  move  to 
amend,  Mr.  President,  by  striking  out  "request 
that  he  include  in  his  estimate,"  and  simply 
leave  the  order  so  that  it  will  require  the  infor- 
mation. 

Mr.  Whall— The  motion  which  the  gentle- 
man makes  is  one  simply  to  emasculate  the  or- 
der. The  order  will  arrive  at  no  conclusion  at 
all  this  year  unless  we  do  exactly  what  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations  advises  us  to  do. 
We  want  to  know  how  much  it  is  going  to  cost, 
and  then  we  want  to  know  whether  or  not  we 
have  got  money  enough  to  do  the  good  work.  I 
do  not  believe  that  the  superintendent  of  sew- 
ers will  feel  that  he  has  been  outraged  if 
we  do  not  see  fit  to  pass  an  appropria- 
tion after  he  has  made  an  estimate  on  it. 
I  think  if  our  officers  had  their  feelings 
outraged  every  time  they  made  an  estimate,  and 
the  city  government  afterwards  failed  to  give 
them  funds  which  they  called  for,  we  would 
have  a  weeping  chorus  of  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments around  this  hall  somewhere  about  four 
weeks  from  now.  I  can  see  no  reason.  Mr. 
President,  why  we  should  strike  that  out.  I  can 
see  every  reason  why  we  should  let  it  remain  as 
it  comes  from  the  committee. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  would  ask  the  question 
whether,  after  the  superintendent  has  made  the 
estimate,  that  is  not  refered  to  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations'?  If  so,  I  think  that  the 
amendment  should  not  prevail;  because  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations  will  consider  then 
whether  this  order  should  pass  or  not ;  that  is, 
whether  the  money  shall  be  used  for  what  is  re- 
quired in  this  order. 

Mr.  Ladd— Do  I  understand  that  unless  this 
amount  is  included  in  the  estimates  of  the  super- 
intendent there  is  no  way  of  putting  it  into  the 
appropriation  bill  ? 

The  President— Not  necessarily  so. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  supposed  it  was  not  necessarily  so. 
And  therefore,  if  we  simply  obtain  the  informa- 
tion from  the  superintendent  as  to  what  this 
would  cost,  then  the  Appropriation  Committee 
itself  could  include  that  amount  in  the  appro- 
priation bill  if  they  saw  fit,  without  regard  to 
the  estimates  of  the  superintendent.  Theref  are 
it  seems  to  me  ui  necessary  to  require  him  or 
request  him  to  include  this  in  his  estimates.  I 
do  not  regard  it  as  anything  of  very  vital  im- 
portance ;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  this  is  a  mat- 
ter on  which  we  should  simply  ask  for  informa- 
tion. Then  when  we  get  it  we  can  include  it  in 
the  appropriation  bill  if  we  see  fit. 

Mr.  Ladd's  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence.  Mr. 
Webster  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

31.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  and  order 
to  pay  Margaret  Delea  $500  on  account  of  the 
death  of  her  son,  who  was  killed  while  in  the 
employ  of  the  city. 

Report  accepted,  order  read  twice  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule,  moved  by  Mr.  Foss,  and  put 
upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Frost— I  shall  favor  this  with  great  pleas- 
ure from  some  information  which  I  have  re- 
ceived in  regard  to  it.  And  I  think,  sir,  that 
under  the  circumstances  the  order  ought  to  pass. 
This  poor  woman  has  been  deprived  of  her  only 
support  in  the  death  of  her  son,  and  I  shall  take 
great  pleasure  in  voting  for  it. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence.  Mr. 
Foss  moved  to  reconsider :  lost. 

THOMAS  PARK— PAY  OF  GAS-LIGHTERS. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  Mr.  McNary 
offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Water  Commis- 
sioners be  requested  to  report  whether  the  reser- 
voir on  Telegraph  hill  is  of  any  further  service 
to  that  department,  and  whether  it  cannot  be 
turned  over  to  the  Department  of  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  and  joined  to  Thomas  park. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Water. 

Ordered.  That  the.  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions be  requested  to  include  in  the  appropria- 


tion for  the  Lamp  Department  a  sufficient  sum 
to  pay  the  gas-lighters  employed  in  that  depart- 
ment $2  per  day. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

PAPERS     FROM     THE     BOARD     OF     ALDERMEN- 
RESUMED. 

32.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  and  order 
to  pay  Nathan  Morse  1200.38,  the  balance  remain- 
ing from  the  sale  of  an  estate  on  Berwick  park. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.  Mr.  Blume  moved  to  recon- 
sider :  lost. 

33.  Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Buildings, 
that  the  order  for  the  superintendent  of  public 
buildings  to  include  in  his  estimates  sufficient 
to  pay  for  placing  an  elevator  in  the  easterly 
side  of  City  Hall  building  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question 
was  on  giving  the  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  have  made  some  investigation 
in  regard  to  this  matter,  and  I  find  that  the  ex- 
pense of  a  new  elevator  in  the  easterly  end  of 
City  Hall  will  probably  not  be  less  than  §12,000. 
The  present  elevator  will  amply  do  the  business 
of  City  Hall  if  its  speed  could  be  increased,  and 
I  understand  that  it  can  be  speeded  up  so  that 
it  will  have  about  a  third  more  sp^ed,  and  be 
capable  of  doing  about  a  third  more  work  than 
it  does  now.  at  an  expense  of  about  $1500.  It 
seems  to  me  that  that  is  a  wiser  course  for  us  to 
pursue  in  regard  to  this  matter  than  to  under- 
take to  put  in  a  new  elevator,  because  of  the 
large  first  cost  of  a  new  elevator,  and  the  addi- 
tional fact  that  it  will  double  the  service.  Prob- 
ably another  elevator  cannot  be  run  without  an 
additional  expense  of  at  least  $1000  a  year, 
which  is  a  good  income  on  at  least  $20,000  more, 
making  a  total  practical  expense  to  the  city  of 
Boston  of  about  $32,000  for  an  elevator.  The 
same  thing  can  be  done,  with  the  same  amount 
of  service  as  at  present,  at  an  additional  slight 
expense  of  about  $1500.  I  think,  therefore,  that 
it  is  not  wise 'for  us  to  pass  this  order ;  but  when 
the  absolute  necessity  comes— if  it  has  come 
now,  then  now— let  this  present  elevator  be 
speeded  up  instead  of  the  erection  of  a  new  ele- 
vator. 

Mr.  Blume— I  do  not  think,  sir,  that  anybody 
will  accuse  me  of  extravagance  in  municipal 
affairs.  My  friend  on  theotherside  of  the  cham- 
ber is  always  opposed  to  anything  that  has  the 
smack  of  spending  money  uselessly,  but  I  have 
been  a  witness  for  five  years  nearly  to  the  cry- 
ing evil  of  the  slow-going,  poky,  snail-paced 
elevator  by  which  we  reach  the  upper  floors  of 
City  Hall.  If  there  is  one  improvement  needed 
today  in  the  city  of  Boston  it  is  another  elevator 
in  City  Hall,  and  a  far  better  one  than  we  have 
now  got.  I  think  that  nine  gentlemen  out  of 
ten  who  come  to  City  Hall  for  business  will  bear 
me  out  in  that  statement.  I  say  it  is  almost  a 
disgrace  to  people  coining  to  City  Hall  on  busi- 
ness matters  in  the  various  departments,  that 
they  cannot  go  up  and  down  without  waiting  for 
a  chance,  as  has  to  be  done  on  almost  every  oc- 
casion, in  order  to  climb  to  the  upper  stories. 
We  ought  not  only  to  have  an  additional  eleva- 
tor in  City  Hall,  but  a  far  superior  elevator  to 
that  which  we  have  now.  There  isn't  a  city  in 
the  country  which  I  have  ever  visited  that  they 
haven't  a  better  opportunity  to  get  up  and  down 
than  in  the  city  of  Boston.  Go  to  New  York, 
Chicago,  Cincinnati,  or  any  of  those  places,  and 
they  fairly  shoot  you  up  and  down,  relatively 
speaking,  compared  to  the  slow,  poky  motion  of 
our  slow-going  elevator  in  City  Hall.  I  hope, 
therefore,  that  the  gentleman  will  overdraw  on 
his  political  economy  tonight  and  that  we  will 
have  an  elevator,  and  that  whoever  constructs 
it  or  lias  charge  of  its  construction,  will  see  to  it 
that  we  have  a  better  one  than  we  now 
have. 

Mr.  Frost— I  do  not  see  if  we  have  another 
elevator  that  it  is  going  to  improve  the  one  we 
have  got,  without  an  increase  of  the  expense. 
Now  we  can  get  this  one  speeded  up  to  a  half  of 
the  speed  faster  and  do  double  the  work.  Cer- 
tainly if  any  one  has  gone  up  in  the  elevator  in 
the  Minot  Building  they  can  see  that  that  ele- 
vator goes  twice  as  fast  as  this  one,  and  will  do 
of  course  twice  the  work.  If  it  does  twice  the 
work  that  this  one  does  that  is  all  that  is  re- 
quired, I  should  say,  and  it  will  save  a  large  ex- 
pense.   I  hope  that  matter  will  be  considered. 

Mr.  Whitmork— I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  cor- 
recting two  errors  in  the  statements  of  the  gen- 
tlemen who  preceded  me.    I  think  that  the  gen- 
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tleman  on  my  right  when  he  spoke  of  the  polit- 
ical economy  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10 
made  an  error.  He  ought  to  have  said  instead, 
his  politic  economy.  I  think  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  10,  however,  made  a  great  mistake ; 
because,  as  I  understood  him.  he  said  that  the 
amount  of  money  which  the  city  would  lose,  or 
the  equivalent  of  it,  by  the  figuring  of  $1000 
extra  expense  a  year,  was  320.000,  which 
he  immediately  added  on  to  the  imag- 
inary §12.000  which  it  would  cost.  But 
the  gentleman  made  a  great  mistake.  The 
borrowing  power  of  the  city  of  Boston  is  such 
that  today  a  thousand  dollars  would  represent 
the  interest  on  830,000.  I  make  him  a  present  of 
that  §10,000  to  add  on  to  his  argument  the  next 
time  he  repeats  it.  A  thousand  dollars  spent 
by  the  city  represents  a  $30,000  capital. 
Now,  sir,  the  fact  is  this.  We  do  not 
rent  the  upper  part  of  the  building,  but 
the  value  of  it  will  be  greatly  increased  by 
having  two  elevators  instead  of  one.  When  we 
think.  Mr.  President,  of  the  subordinates  of  the 
various  departments,  whose  time  is  paid  for  by 
the  city  and  is  consumed  in  going  up  and  down 
this  slow  elevator,  it  is  perfectly  evident— and 
the  argument,  I  think,  is  on  a  level  with  the  rest 
of  the  arguments  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
10— that  if  we  can  save  five  minutes  in  a  day  on 
the  time  that  the  clerks  are  hoisted  up  and  down 
in  that  elevator,  the  city  is  going  to  save  I  don't 
know  how  many  thousand  dollars  in  a  year  by 
putting  in  that  elevator.  Therefore  a  rapid  ele- 
vator or  two  elevators  would  be  a  saving  to  the 
city  of  Boston.  As  to  the  fact  that  one  of  them 
now  runs  slowly,  and  that  we  are  not  going  to 
help  it  by  putting  in  a  more  rapid  one,  I  would 
suggest,  sir,  that  we  can  utilize  the  slow  one  for 
freight  and  country  visitors;  and  perhaps  (if  I 
may  be  excused)  for  the  use  of  the  minority  of 
this  body,  that  do  not  have  as  much  work  to  do 
as  the  majority.  But  I  think  we  can  use  two 
elevators  to  good  advantage,  and  I  think  I  can 
vote  for  the  measure  as  it  comes  from  the  Com- 
mittee hi  Public  Buildings,  because  they  must 
have  looked  into  the  matter,  and  I  understand 
it  to  be  a  unanimous  report,  and  I  think  it  may 
be  accepted.  I  will  cheerfully  vote  for  it  my- 
self. In  past  years  this  matter  has  come  up  time 
and  again,  and  it  has  been  put  off  without  any 
particular  reason,  except  that  more  pressing 
matters  were  reported  from  that  department. 
But  it  seems  to  have  got  a  good  start  this  year  in 
the  favorable  report  of  the  committee,  and  I 
hope  the  Council  may  feel  like  accepting  the  re- 
port. 

Mr.  Ladd  —  I  accept  the  suggestion  offered 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  with  a  great 
deal  of  pleasure.  I  have  sometimes  been  ac- 
cused of  making  extravagant  statements,  and  I 
w.as  especially  careful  to  limit  my  statement  to  a 
5  per  cent  loan  instead  of  a  3  per  cent  loan.  But 
I  think  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  is  a  little  in 
error  on  his  3  per  cent  basis,  for  I  believe  the 
city  of  Boston  under  the  present  government  is 
unable  to  borrow  money  at  3  per  cent,  while  the 
city  of  New  York  can  borrow  at  2%  per  cent. 
That  is  a  commentary  upon  the  government  of 
the  city  of  Boston.  That  is  all.  Certainly  if  the 
present  elevator  can  be  speeded  up,  and  I  be- 
lieve it  can,  then  it  will  accomplish  everything 
that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  says  he  de- 
sires for  the  benefit  of  the  majority  in  this 
chamber.  It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  President,  that 
their  speed  in  some  directions  has  been  alto- 
gether too  greatly  accelerated,  and  that  a  little 
slowness  would  do  them  an  infinite  amount  of 
good.  I  believe,  as  I  say,  that  if  the  present 
elevator  can  be  speeded  up  at  an  insignificant 
expense  of  $1500,  every  object  that  will  be  ac- 
complished by  another  elevator  can  be  accom- 
plished by  that  elevator,  at  an  immense  saving 
for  the  city  of  Boston.  I  have  heard  the  state- 
ment made  that  it  will  not  be  possible  to  speed 
up  the  present  elevator,  and  ii  that  be  so.  then 
relief  cannot  be  found  in  that  direction.  But 
the  same  objection  to  speeding  up  the  present 
elevator  will  make  it  absolutely  impossible  to 
put  in  another  elevator  with  any  greater  speed 
than  the  present  one  has.  Because  the  objection 
is  the  lack  of  head-room,  and  there  would  be 
no  more  head-room  for  the  new  elevator — which, 
of  course,  is  to  he  in  the  other  space  in 
the  stairway — than  for  the  present  one.  If, 
therefore,  it  is  impossible  to  speed  up  the  eleva- 
tor, we  are  doomed  irretrievably  to  a  slow 
elevator  at  City  Hall,  no  matter  how  many  we 
may  have;  and  I  think  we  had  better  make  the 


effort  to  get  a  speedy  elevator  out  of  the  present 
one  before  we  risk  $45,000  on  another. 

Mr.  C.  C.  Powers— I  rise  simply  to  correct  the 
gentleman  who  last  spoke  on  one  point,  and 
that  is  in  regard  to  the  rate  at  which  the  city  of 
Boston  can  borrow  money.  Public  figures  have 
recently  demonstrated  that  we  can  borrow 
money  for  less  than  3  per  cent.  The  park  loan 
was  taken  for  less  than  3  per  cent. 

Mr.  Ladd— The  gentleman  from  Ward  21,  I  am 
sure- 
Mr.  Lear y— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
gentleman  has  already  spoken  twice  on  the 
question,  and  there  are  other  members  who  de- 
sire to  speak. 

Mr.  Gomez— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  believe  I  have  the  floor. 

The  President — Mr.  Gomez  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  Gomez— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  My 
point  of  order  is  that  we  are  discussing  the  ele- 
vator question,  and  not  the  percentage  upon 
which  the  city  of  Boston  can  borrow  money. 

Mr.  Ladd— 1  am  discussing  the  elevator,  and  I 
propose,  Mr.  President,  to  discuss  the  elevator, 
and  I  propose  to  set  myself  right,  if  it  is  neces- 
sary to  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege  to  do  it. 
But  I  do  not  think  that  is  necessary.  I  merely 
want  to  correct  the  error.  The  last  loan  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  as  I  understand  it,  was  taken  at 
3%  per  cent,  or  very  near  that  figure. 

Mr.  Gomez— Mr.  President. 

The  Prestdent— Does  the  gentleman  rise  to  a 
point  of  order? 

Mr.  Gomez — I  press  my  point  of  order — that 
we  are  discussing  the  elevator  and  not  the  rate 
per  cent  at  which  we  can  borrow  money  for  the 
park  loan  or  any  other  loan, 

The  President— The  gentleman  will  please 
confine  himself  to  the  question. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  shall  do  so,  Mr.  President.  I  think 
that  that  sufficiently  answers  the  statement. 
There  is.  however,  a  question  that  has  been 
raised  in  regard  to  this  matter,  and  that  is  in  re- 
gard to  a  loan  negotiated  by  the  city  of  New 
York.  I  do  not  want  to  compare  the  city  of 
Boston  unfavorablv  with  the  city  of  New 
York- 
Mr.  Whall— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  My 
point  of  order  is  that  the  gentleman's  remarks 
now  and  from  the  commencement  of  his  speech 
are  not  germane  to  the  question.  The  ability  of 
the  city  of  Boston  to  borrow  at  a  lower  rate  or  a 
higher  rate  of  interest  than  the  city  of  New  York 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  feasibility  of  putting 
an  elevator  in  the  easterly  side  of  City  Hall. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  believe  this  money  has  got  to  be 
raised. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  decide  the 
point  of  order  well  taken.  The  gentleman  will 
confine  himself  to  the  question  before  the  house. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  shall  do  so.  Mr.  President.  If  we 
have  not  the  ability  and  the  money  to  incur  this 
expense,  and  it  becomes  a  question  of  how  much 
it  is  going  to  cost,  then  I  have  a  right  to  say 
what  the  city  of  Boston  can  borrow  money  for 
and  what  other  cities  can  borrow  for.  And  if 
the  gentleman  cannot  see  far  enough  into  the 
practical  limits  of  debate  to  see  an  argument  in 
that,  then  it  is  not  my  fault- 
Mr.  Whall — I  dislike  always  to  have  to  cor- 
rect misstatements  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  10.  But  it  seems  to  me  that  unless  some- 
body does  it  the  gentleman  will  never  be  cor- 
rect. The  gentleman  starts  out  and  talks  about 
the  borrowing  ability  of  the  city  of  Boston. 
Does  he  know  that  by  the  interposition  of  the 
Legislature  on  Beacon  Hill  we  cannot  borrow  a 
cent  except  for  park  purposes — 

Mr.  Gomez— I  raise  the  point  of  order,  that  the 
remarks  the  gentleman  has  made  are  not  ger- 
mane to  the  subject.  The  question  is  an  eleva- 
tor in  the  eastern  end  of  the  building.  [Laugh- 
ter.] 

The  President— The  Chair  will  decide  the 
point  of  order  well  taken.  [Loud  laughter.] 
Mr.  Whall  of  Ward  7. 

Mr.  Whall— The  gentleman  need  not  have 
bound  his  opposition  to  the  project  of  putting 
an  elevator  into  City  Hall  because  he  has 
doubts  about  the  borrowing  capacity  of  Bos- 
ton. If  he  thinks  that  Boston  cannot  get  money 
enough  to  pay  for  it,  then  it  does  not  become  me 
at  this  time  and  hi  this  place  to  tell  him  of  his 
mistake.  But  every  sensible  man  who  comes 
into  City  Hall,  every  man  who  has  business 
here,  knows  that  we  need  rapid  transit.  My 
connection  with  the  city  government  takes  ine 
to  City  Hall  probably  two  or  three  times  every 
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day.  I  do  not  come  in,  as  the  gentleman  does, 
on  the  School-street  side.  I  come  in  with  the 
plebeians  at  the  basement.  For  the  past  year 
and  a  half  it  has  been  my  fortune  to  strike  the 
elevator  at  the  basement  four  times,  and  the 
other  four  or  rive  hundred  times  I  have  had  to 
stand  there  and  wait,  like  Mr.  Micawber,— not 
for  something  to  turn  up,  but  for  something  to 
come  down.  We  need  two  elevators  in  City 
Hall,  and  I  do  not  care  whether  the  antiquated 
machine  we  now  have  can  be  tightened  up  anil 
propelled  faster  or  not.  We  need  two  elevators 
here.  In  the  building  in  which  I  have  my  office, 
which  is  frequented  by  not  half  the  number  of 
people  that  come  to  City  Hall  to  transact  busi- 
ness, we  have  two  elevators ;  and  there  is  not  a 
single  hour  hi  the  day  when  those  elevators  are 
not  running  and  are  not  patronized,  even  by 
the  small  number  of  people  who  have  to  use 
that  building.  If  the  gentlemen  had  interests 
that  brought  him  to  City  Hall  as  often  as  they 
bring  us  of  the  majority,  it  is  probable  that  he 
would  see  the  necessity  of  getting  to  the  top  of 
the  building  a  little  faster  than  a  snail's  pace. 
I  sincerely  nope  that  the  whole  project  will  pass 
as  it  has  come  from  the  committee. 

Mr.  Atwood  moved  the  previous  question ; 
carried. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence.  Mr. 
Whall  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

34.  Report  of  Committee  on  Appropriations, 
that  the  order  requesting  the  Board  of  Police  to 
include  in  their  estimates  sufficient  to  pro  vide 
new  sites  and  station-houses  in  Divisions  1  and 
8  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  the  order  was 
ordered  to  a  second  reading  and  Mr.  Whall 
moved  to  suspend  the  rule. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  to  inquire  what  the 
merits  of  this  question  are ;  I  would  like  some 
information  in  regard  to  this  matter. 

The  President — The  question  is  upon  the 
suspension  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  Whall— I  make  the  point  that  no  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule  is  necessary. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  the 
question  came  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  some  information  in 
regard  to  this  matter. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  report  comes  from  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations,  and  in  their 
opinion  the  order  ought  to  pass.  They  consid- 
ered the  merits  of  the  question  to  this  extent, 
that  it  was  conceded  that  the  station-houses 
were  not  satisfactory  even  in  the  opinion  of  the 
department,  and  by  putting  the  order  in  this 
form,  that  we  request  the  Police  Board  to  attend 
to  it,  they  will  be  responsible  for  such  ac- 
tion as  may  be  offered  to  the  city  hereafter. 
In  fact,  I  am  informed  that  the  Police  Board 
have  already  made  communication  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Police,  recommending  such  altera- 
tions in  these  stations,  and  the  committee  have 
also  considered  the  matter.  The  Board  of  Po- 
lice have  also  considered  the  matter,  and  there 
seems  to  be  no  objection  to  it  whatever.  It  is 
right  and  proper,  however,  as  it  belongs  entirely 
in  the  Police  Board,  that  the  suggestion  should 
go  from  this  Council  to  them,  recommending 
them  to  put  it  into  the  estimates  for  this  year. 
It  is  not  the  case  of  a  department  over  which  we 
have  sole  control,  at  all.  It  is  only  a  polite  an- 
swer to  their  suggestion,  namely,  that  we  should 
do  it,  that  the  Council  will  act  favorably  upon 
it.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  we  shall  pass  the  or- 
der in  the  form  in  which  it  stands. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence.  Mr. 
Whall  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

35.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  and  or- 
der for  transfers,  viz.:  From  appropriation  for 
House  of  Correction  to  that  for  Lunatic  Hospi- 
tal, $5000;  from  pauper  expenses  to  Marcella- 
street  Home,  $6000;  from  new  wharf.  Long 
Island,  to  Marcella-street  Home,  $1000;  from 
new  wharf,  Long  Island,  to  almshouse,  Charles- 
town,  $2500. 

Report  accepted,  orders  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule,  yeas  G5,  nays  0.  Mr.  Whall 
moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS— SALARIES  OF  ASSISTANT 
INSPECTORS. 

36.  An  ordinance  (approved  as  to  form  by  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances)  to  amend  Chapter  G 
of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1885,  so  as  to  make 
the  salaries  of  the  clerk  of  the  inspector  of 
buildings  and  the  assistant  inspectors  of  build- 
ings $2000  each. 


The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  ordi- 
nance. 

Mr.  Fowler— If  proper  at  this  time,  I  would 
ask  for  a  division  of  the  question,  so  that  the 
Council  can  vote  separately,  first  upon  the  salary 
of  the  clerk  of  the  inspectors,  and  then  upon 
that  of  the  assistant  inspectors,  voting  for  or 
against  each  as  may  be  deemed  proper. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Of  course  under  our  rules 
where  a  question  will  admit  of  division  the  gen- 
tleman is  entitled  to  have  it  divided,  but  it  seems 
to  me  that  that  is  hardly  the  case  as  a  matter  of 
form  in  regard  to  this  ordinance.  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  gentleman  ought  to  move  as  an 
amendment  simply  the  portion  of  it  which , 
covers  the  clerk  of  the  inspector  of  buildings,  if 
that  is  the  one  which  be  intends.  I  don't  see, 
sir,  that  we  can  really  divide  the  ordinance  in 
the  form  in  which  it  is  put  in.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  would  be  perfectly  easy  for  the  gentle- 
man to  force  us  to  that  condition  by  waiving  as 
a  substitute  so  much  of  the  ordinance  as  applies 
to  I  he  clerk  of  the  inspectors,  or  to  move  to  strike 
out  the  words  "assistant  inspectors.''  I  don't  see 
any  other  way  technically  that  the-  ordinance 
can  be  divided. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  decide  that 
it  is  not  capable  of  division  as  it  now  stands, 
and  that  it  will  be  left  to  the  gentleman  who 
put  in  the  amendment  to  the  ordinance. 

Mr.  Dewey — I  presume  that  most  of  the  mem- 
bers have  made  up  their  minds  as  to  how  they 
intend  to  vote  in  this  matter.  I  have  an  impres- 
sion that  most  of  these  assistant  inspectors  of 
buildings  would  earn  outside  $4  or  $5  a  day,  and 
so  probably  it  would  be  in  accordance  with  pre- 
cedent to  pay  them  $6  or  $7  a  day  while  work- 
ing for  the  city.  I  should  like,  however,  to  have 
an  opportunity  of  voting  against  this  ordinance, 
and  for  that  reason  I  move  that  the  vote  be 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  don't  think  it  is  necessary 
for  me  to  undertake  to  defend  the  change  in  the 
ordinance,  though  it  was  criticised  at  the  last 
meeting:  but  as  I  said  nothing  at  that  time,  I 
wish  to  state  one  reason  which  would  lead  me 
to  vote  for  the  ordinance  as  amended,  and  that  is 
that  the  persons  who  receive  this  money  are  not 
to  be  compared,  in  some  respects,  simply  by  the 
amount  of  money  they  would  receive  as  skilled 
workmen  elsewhere,  because  it  is  a  fact  that  in 
their  official  capacity  they  have  to  pass  upon 
matters  involving  a  great  deal  of  money.  It 
isn't  merely  that  a  carpenter  or  a  master  car- 
penter can  earn  $3,  $4  or  $5  a  day,  but  when  he 
is  put  in  the  position  of  one  of  these  inspectors 
he  must  go  and  decide  upon  the  construction  of 
buildings  that  may  cost  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  dollars,  and  you  are  calling  into  play  in  that 
case  not  simply  his  judgment,  but  you  are  also 
paying  him  for  his  character  and  reputation  fpr 
honesty.  It  is  a  fact,  sir,  which  no  one  will  dis- 
pute, that  these  inspectors  are  all  the  time  sub- 
ject to  various  influences.  1  don't  mean  that 
they  have  bribes  offered  them,  but  they  are  all 
the  time  being  pressed  to  look  not  too  rigidly 
after  the  construction  of  buildings  on  which 
they  are  making  the  inspection.  Now,  sir,  I  had 
the  idea  first  of  moving  an  amendment  that 
this  should  be  an  increase  applied  accord- 
ing to  the  number  of  years  which  the 
men  had  served,  but  I  find  on  investiga- 
tion that  nearly  all  of  them  have  served 
from  five  and  seven  to  nine  years,  and  more,  in 
the  department,  and  therefore  we  are  paying 
now  in  a  lump  sum  what  would  not  seem  to  Vie 
out  of  the  way  if  we  had  added  to  their  salaries 
for  the  last  five  years  at  the  rate  of  $100  a  year. 
These  are  experienced  men.  As  I  have  said, 
sir,  I  feel  that  we  ought  to  put  these  men  in  a 
position  where  they  cannot  afford  to  connive  at 
any  ill-doing  on  the  part  of  contractors  or  build- 
ers of  whose  work  they  are  to  judge,  and  if  I  am 
right,  sir,  I  will  merely  call  the  attention  of  the 
Council  to  the  familiar  story  of  the  United 
States  officer  down  South  who  was  looking  after 
revenue  matters,  and  who  wrote  up  home  want- 
ing to  be  allowed  to  resign.  The  department 
said  no,  he  was  a  good  officer,  and  they  would 
keep  him.  He  wrote,  however,  again  and  again, 
and  finally  said,  "I  think  I  must  insist  upon  my 
resignation.  The  fact  is  that  parties  down  here 
are  trying  to  buy  me  up,  and  they  have  come 
mighty  near  to  my  price  already,  and  I  think 
the  department  had  better  call  me  back." 
Now  I  don't  want  our  departments  in  that 
position.  I  feel,  sir,  that  we  ought  to  make  these 
inspectors  entirely   independent  of  any  outside 
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inducements  that  might  be  offered,  so  that  they 
will  not  waver  for  an  instant  in  the  city's  in- 
terests. I  don't  mean  to  say  that  a  man  would 
be  anv  more  honest  on  §2000  a  year  than  he  would 
on  S1500  a  year,  but.  when  a  man  has  been  for 
years  honest,  careful,  and  has  withstood  all 
solicitations  to  pass  over  poor  work,  on  the  part 
of  contractors,  I  simply  say  that  we  ought  not  to 
look  on  it  in  the  light  of  three  or  four  dollars  a 
day,  but  we  ought  to  say  that  they  are  honored 
and  respected  agents  of  the  city,  and  having 
served  faithfully  for  years  we  are  willing  to  en- 
courage them  by  giving  them  a  moderate  in- 
crease of  salary.  As  I  have  said,  these  men  have, 
nearly  all  of  them— all  but  one,  I  believe— served 
live  years  in  the  department,  and  if  we 
had  gone  in  on  a  graduated  scale,  giving 
$100  increase  in  every  year,  the  amount  now 
received  I  don't  think  would  seem  at  all 
unreasonable.  If  we  had  been  doing  that  for 
rive  years  we  should  be  paying  more  than  we 
now  propose  to  pay.  because  the  amount  which 
they  would  have  thus  obtained  in  the  last  live 
years  they  would  only  receive  at  the  end  of  the 
first  year  under  the  new  system.  For  that  rea- 
son, although  I  would  not  care  about  having  a 
miscellaneous  increase  of  salaries,  I  feel  in  this 
case  as  my  friend  on  the  right  did  when  he 
joined  the  band  last  year  in  voting  to  increase 
the  salary  of  the  clerks  of  one  of  the  depart- 
ments— he  did  it  in  that  case  because  he  thought 
it  ought  to  be  done.  I  don't  make  any  pledges 
in  regard  to  any  department,  but  in  this  case  it 
influences  my  mind  strongly  as  being  a  case 
similar  to  that  of  the  clerk  of  the  Street  Depart- 
ment, which  was  advocated  by  my  friend  on  my 
right. 

Mr.  Richards— I  trust  this  order  will  not  pre- 
vail. I  don't  pretend  to  know  about  any  of 
these  inspectors.  I  don't  know  them  personal- 
ly at  all,  and  therefore  I  took  pains  to  go 
to  a  source  where  I  should  receive  infor- 
mation in  regard  to  them.  I  went  to  the 
architects  of  Boston,  and  to  the  Master 
Builder's'  Association  and  talked  with  them, 
and  asked  them  whether  or  not  they  could  find 
men  in  Boston  in  every  way  lit  to  rill  the  posi- 
tions of  assistant  inspectors,  if  the  present  sala- 
ries were  offered,  and  I  was  told  that  we  could 
find  men  far  better  than  those  we  have  now  in 
office  to  fill  the  positions  at  the  present  salaries. 
I  hope,  therefore,  that  we  will  still  stick  by  the 
present  salaries  and  not  advance  them. 

Mr.  Leary — I  listened  to  the  discussion  that 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  took  part  in  last  Mon- 
day, and  it  was  there  that  I  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  I  would  vote  for  this  order.  Up  to  that 
time  I  thought  I  would  not ;  I  felt  that  it  was 
too  high  an  increase  to  make.  Aid.  Bromwich 
there  stated,  and  said  he  did  so  from  personal 
experience,  that  these  men  were  not  only  first- 
class  mechanics,  but  were  superior  men.  He 
stated  that  from  experience.  I  also  see,  from 
the  report  of  the  inspector  of  buildings,  that 
these  men  performed  work  for  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton in  connection  with  the  recent  Hood  out  in 
West  Roxbury.  It  is  on  Page  3  of  the  inspector's 
report.    He  says : 

"From  the  night  of  Feb.  12  until  the  morning;  of 
Feb.  16,  the  active  force,  consisting  of  13  assist- 
ant inspectors  and  clerks,  under  the  direction  of 
the  clerk  of  the  department,  was  engaged  by 
day  and  night  in  the  examination,  and  a  thor- 
ough system  of  inspection  was  kept  up.  Thus 
the  department  was  ready  at  any  time  to  take 
measures  to  protect  life  from  the  probable  dan- 
ger that  threatened  to  result  from  insecure 
buildings." 

I  am  also  informed  that  these  inspectors  not 
only  have  to  perform  day  labor,  but  also  in  con- 
nection with  that  to  attend  every  fire,  or,  in 
other  words,  when  a  fire  alarm  is  rung  they 
have  to  attend,  the  same  as  a  fireman.  The 
vote  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  after  quite  a 
long  debate,  stood  11  to  1,  and  I  think  that  that 
vote  ought  to  have  some  weight  in  the  Council. 

Mr.  Carroll— Mr.  President,  I  have  had  con- 
siderable experience  with  the  inspectors  of 
buildings  for  the  last  12  or  13  years,  being 
brought  in  contact  with  them  day  after  day. 
Speaking  for  the  majority  on  that  report, 
I  believe  that  they  are  not  receiving  sal- 
ary enough.  There  may  be  some  among 
those  who  are  probably  getting  too  much  for 
the  work  which  they  do,  but,  as  a  whole,  that 
body  is  not  getting  salary  enough.  The  diffi- 
culty of  the  work  that  they  are  brought  into 
contact  with,  every  man  connected  with  build- 


ings knows  by  experience.  Those  who  learn  a 
trade  and  work  at  it  a  certain  time  might  work 
at  it  for  years,  and  then  be  unequal  to  a  position 
such  as  this,  where  it  was  their  duty  to  inspect 
work  in  this  connection.  That  has  been  my  ex- 
perience. The  gentlemen  who  from  day  to  day 
watch  the  work  of  the  builders  of  Boston  must 
be  trustworthy  men.  for  many  of  the  builders 
in  the  Master  Builders"  Association,  however 
high-minded  and  first-class,  unless  watched  by 
these  inspectors,  won't  do  their  work.  If  the 
city  want  to  feel  that  they  can  trust  them  and 
want  to  follow  the  builders  up,  the  only  way  is 
to  pay  good  salaries.  I  don't  know  about  in- 
creasing the  pay  of  the  clerk,  because  I  don't 
know  anything  about  his  work.  I  don't  know 
whether  the  clerk  does  as  much  work  as  that 
done  by  the  inspectors  or  not.  but  I  certainly 
know  in  regard  to  the  inspectors'  work  from 
personal  experience,  and  for  that  reason  I  shall 
vote  for  the  order. 

Mr.  Norton  —  Having  signed  the  minority 
report,  I  wish  to  state  that  the  capacity  or  capa- 
bility of  those  particular  men  was  not  brought 
into  the  question  at  all.  "Whether  they  are  able 
to  earn  outside  the  amount  they  now  receive, 
was  not  thought  of.  "We  simply  looked  at  it  in 
the  light  of  whether  the  city  of  Boston  could 
afford  at  the  present  time  to  increase  that  sal- 
ary so  large  an  amount.  We  voted  no,  and  I 
wish  to  vote  so  tonight. 

Mr.  Duggan— I  have  given  this  subject  some 
attention  since  it  has  come  before  the  Council, 
and  I  have  made  some  inquiries  among  the  dif- 
ferent prominent  builders  of  the  city  as  to 
what  they  know  about  the  present  inspec- 
tors. Well,  one  builder  who  has  consider- 
able influence  in  this  city,  and  who  has  built 
some  very  prominent  buildings,  has  stated  to 
me  that  he  doesn't  see  why  some  of  those  in- 
spectors remain  tied  up  in  the  city's  service,  and 
why  they  wrouldn"t  go  outside  with  prominent 
builders  where  they  would  receive  three,  four, 
and  perhaps  ten  thousand  dollars  a  year  by  their 
private  industry,  he  has  such  a  good  opinion  of 
their  skill.  So  I  don't  see  by  passing  this  order 
that  you  are  paying  these  men  any  more  than 
they  are  worth.  The  laborer  is  worthy  of  his 
hire. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  don't  know  that  much  can  he 
added  to  the  able  statement  that  was  made  at 
our  last  meeting  bv  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
11.  and  also  the  statement  that  has  been  made 
by  another  gentleman  from  Ward  11  tonight,  in 
opposition  to  this  order.  I  wish  to  say,  however, 
that  lam  not  surprised  at  the  statement  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  that  these 
men  have  been  in  the  service  of  the  city 
some  four,  five  and  nine  years.  Why,  I  doubt  if 
a  single  man  in  the  whole  Inspectors'  Depart- 
ment has  ever  voluntarily  left  it.  Is  not  that  a 
comment  upon  the  pay  that  they  receive?  I 
know  they  have  been  there  nine  years,  and  they 
know  they  have  been  there  nine  years,  and  they 
know  they  can't  find  so  good  a  job  anywhere 
else,  and  therefore  they  stay  there,  and  they 
will  stay  there  and  be  well  pleased  to  stay 
there.  A  gentleman  here  talks  about  four 
and  five  and  nine  and  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars a  year.  The  statement  is  absurd.  The 
gentleman  must  remember  that  when  a  man 
puts  himself  in  the  position  of  earning  such 
sums  of  money  as  that  in  the  conduct  of  his 
business,  he  incurs  a  risk  of  business.  He  has 
to  have  capital  to  invest  in  his  business;  he  puts 
that  capital  in  at  the  risk  of  his  business,  and  if 
he  fails  he  loses  the  whole. — he  loses  not  only 
his  own  services,  but  he  loses  the  capital.  Now 
then,  this  is  a  sure  thing  with  the  city.  He  sim- 
ply has  to  draw  his  salary  and  perform  his  du- 
ties. He  knows  that  there  is  no  chance  of  losing 
it.  and  he  isn't  going  to  give  up  so  sure  a  thing 
as  that  for  the  uncertainties  of  large  profits  in  a 
business  enterprise ;  and  there  is  no  trouble  but 
that  we  can  obtain  the  best  service  and  the  most 
honest  service,  and  1  believe  thoroughly  honest 
men  for  the  present  salary,  both  inspectors  and 
clerks.  This  price  for  a  clerk  to  do  the  clerical 
work  of  that  office  is  an  exorbitant  price:  this 
price  proposed  to  he  paid  for  inspectors  is  an 
exorbitant  price,  but  I  agree  with  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  21.  that  it  is  very  likely  on  a  scale 
with  the  present  prices  at  City  Hall.  Very  likely 
it  is.  and  it  is  a  comment  on  those  prices  which 
ought  to  shame  those  who  have  the  government 
of  the  city  of  Boston  in  their  hands. 

Mr.  Fowler — I  am,  sir,  as  much  opposed  to 
extravagance  in  city  affairs  as  my  friend  from 
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Ward  10,  but  I  will  say  to  him  that  there  is  a 
wide  difference  between  stinginess  and  niggard- 
liness, and  smallness,  and  true  economy.  I  be- 
lieve that  the  Department  for  the  Inspection  of 
Buildings  is  the  most  important  one.  or 
one  of  the  most  important  ones,  that  exists  in 
our  city  today,  and  I  believe,  too,  that  it  is  one 
of  the  best  regulated  departments  of  our  city. 
I  believe  it  has  at  its  head  one  of  the  most 
experienced  men  who  could  be  selected  for 
the  responsible  position  he  fills— a  man  who  has 
had  a  wide  and  varied  experience,  in  the  first 
place,  as  a  builder  and  contractor,  and  then  as 
the  head  of  our  Fire  Department  for  many 
years.  He  was  then  appointed  to  this  position, 
and  he  has  filled  it  with  credit  to  himself  and 
the  city  of  Boston.  Then  we  have  upon  the 
board  of  assistant  inspectors,  whose  salaries  are 
being  increased  by  this  order,  one  gentleman 
from  my  own  ward,  whom  I  am  proud  to  say 
was  the  constructor  of  such  public  buildings  as 
the  Public  Library  building,  as  the  bim- 
mons  building,  at  the  corner  of  Congress  and 
Water  streets ;  the  Rialto  building  and  the  gran- 
ite blocks  on  Franklin  street,  on  both  sides  of 
the  street.  I  went  to  that  man  and  asked  him  if 
there  were  other  men  as  competent  as  he 
was  among  those  inspectors.  He  said  he 
knew  of  but  one  or  two  who  were  not  as 
competent  as  he.  Now  my  friend  from  Ward  21 
might  ask  why  Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  23,  a  gen- 
tleman who  has  had  charge  of  the  construction 
of  so  many  large  buildings.should  accept  this  po- 
sition? I  will  tell  you :  it  is  because  Mr.  Morrison 
is  past  G5  years  of  age,  has  acquired  a  compe- 
tence and  doesn't  care  to  engage  in  the  business 
of  building  very  largely,  as  he  did  in  his  early 
days.  Therefore  he  takes  charge  of  these  duties 
and  discharges  them  conscientiously  and  well, 
and  is  perfectly  competent  for  the  position :  and 
there  are  other  men  there  in  the  same  position. 
Now,  Mr.  President  and  members  of  the  Com- 
mon Council,  why  is  this  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant departments  in  the  city  of  Boston?  In 
the  first  place,  a  man  who  wants  to  build  a 
building  or  wants  to  make  repairs,  goes  to  the 
Department  for  the  Inspection  of  Buildings, 
tiles  his  application  and  supplies  his  plan,  which 
is  overlooked  by  the  architect  who  is  ap- 
pointed there  for  that  purpose,  and  if  not  done 
in  accordance  with  the  rules,  regulations  and 
ordinances  of  the  city  of  Boston.— and  I  have 
heard  it  said  that  they  are  some  of  the  best  ex- 
isting in  any  city— they  are  at  once  rejected,  or 
are  altered  or  made  to  conform  to  the  ordinances 
and  regulations.  Then  from  the  time  that  the 
pick  is  first  struck  into  the  soil  for  the  founda- 
tion of  the  building  until  the  entire  superstruc- 
ture is  completed,  there  is  an  assistant  inspector 
of  the  city  of  Boston  who  visits  that  build- 
ing at  least  once  a  week,  who  has  per- 
sonal charge  of  the  building  and  who 
has  the  responsibility  of  it.  Now  I  say  to  the 
gentlemen  from  Ward  10  that  these  men  are  not 
too  well  paid.  The  advance  in  the  salary  will 
amount  to  between  seven  and  eight  thousand 
dollars— not  more  than  .$8500  at  the  outside.  It 
is  a  mere  stipend  compared  to  the  importance 
of  the  duties.  Why,  sir,  you  must  remember  a 
few  years  ago  about  the  buildings  in  New  York 
erected  by  Budensiek  and  others  which  tum- 
bled about  the  ears  of  the  workmen  almost  be- 
fore they  had  got  away,  and  destroyed  a  num- 
ber of  human  lives  and  put  a  great  deal  of  prop- 
erty in  peril.  Now  to  prevent  such  things  here  I 
believe  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  City  Council. 
Now  we  want  to  prevent  such  things  from  hap- 
pening here,  and  I  believe  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
City  Council  to  increase  the  pay  of  these  men. 
If  I  thought  it  was  extravagance,  I  should  be 
one  of  the  first  to  rise  and  oppose  it.  I  believe 
that  they  are  more  than  competent  men.  As 
the  matter  stands,  Mr.  Morrison  has  made  seven 
or  eight  thousand  dollars  a  vear  since  the  lire 
and  Ibelieve  they  have  found  him  a  competent 
man  in  that  department.  If  the  man  who  built 
the  Simmons  building  is  not  worth  $2000  a  year, 
then  I  should  like  to  know  who  is,  and  he  is 
only  a  fair  specimen,  as  he  says,  and  as  Mr. 
Dainrell  says,  of  the  men  who  are  engaged  in 
that  department.    I  hope  the  order  will  pass. 

Mr.  Atwood  moved  the  previous  question. 
The  main  question  was  ordered,  Mr.  Dewey's 
motion  for  the  yeas  and  nays  was  carried,  and 
the  ordinance  was  passed  in  concurrence,  yeas 
51,  nays  13: 

Yeas— Atwood,  Barry,  Burr.  Carroll,  Carsten- 
sen,    Chamberlain,    Clark,   Coleman,  Connolly, 


Coyle,  Davern,  Desmond,  Duggan,  Dunn,  Foss, 
Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Hag- 
gerty,  Harrington,  Hayes,  Keliher,  Kellev,  Ken- 
nedy, Lauten.  Leary,  Light.  Mahoney.McEnaney, 
MeKenna,  McNary,  F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  Murphy, 
.7.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Nunan,  O'Mealey, 
Perkins,  Perry,  E.  J.  Powers,  Reilly,  Shaw, 
Short,  -I.  H.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevens,  Tra- 
cer, 1  uttle,  Webster,  Whitmore— 51. 

Nays— Blume,  Bowman,  Dewey.  Ladd,  Latti- 
more,  F.  Morison,  Norton,  C.  C.  Powers,  Rich- 
ards, Sanger,  E.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Wilson 
—13. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Cochran,  Dolan,  Fisher, 
J.  Gallagher.  Gomez.  Snow,  Thayer,  Whall—  8. 

Mr.  Keliher  moved  to  reconsider ;  iost, 

ENGINE  HOUSE  NO.  6. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kelley  the  Council  took  no 
the  assignment  for  9  o'clock,  viz.: 

Order  for  the  Fire  Commissioners,  with  ap- 
proval of  mayor,  to  purchase,  as  a  site  for  a 
building  for  Engine  Company  No.  0,  the  estates 
22  and  24  Leverett  street,  at  a  cost  of  $21,750,  with 
a  proposed  amendment  to  provide  that  the  cost 
should  not  exceed  that  amount. 

Mr.  Kelley— I  move  that  the  whole  matter  be 
recommitted  to  the  committee,  and  I  will  say 
that  I  do  that  for  several  reasons.  In  the  last 
two  weeks  I  have  visited  that  locality  and 
looked  it  over  very  carefully,  and  I  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  in  paying  $21,750  for  this 
site  at  22  and  24  Leverett  street,  we  are  paying- 
out  a  vast  sum  of  money ;  and  I  think,  sir,  if  the 
committee  would  look  around  in  that  locality 
they  could  save  somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of 
$5000  to  $7000  to  the  city  of  Boston.  I  hope' the 
matter  will  be  recommitted. 

Mr.  Whall— I  am  opposed  to  the  recommittal 
for  one  very  good  reason,  and  the  good  reason  is 
this:  The  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  were 
instructed  by  a  vote  of  the  City  Council,  passed 
last  September',  to  select  a  site  and  report  it  and 
its  price  to  the  city  government.  They  chewed 
anil  mulled  on  that  for  over  five  months,  and  as 
a  resultof  their  deliberations — deliberations  that 
were  made  with  all  the  experience  which  they 
possessed — they  forwarded  here  some  four  or  five 
or  perhaps  six  weeks  ago  to  the  city  government, 
a  report  that  this  site  is  the  best  adapted  for 
the  purpose.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  gentle- 
man honestly  thinks  that  this  site  is  not  one 
that  wouldlcommend  itself  to  him.  But  I  think 
we  are  here  to  sustain  our  Fire  Commissioners 
in  this  matter.  I  am  willing  to  match  the  expe- 
rience of  the  Fire  Board,  whose  conduct  in  this 
matter  I  believe  the  gentleman  will  not  impugn, 
and  who  are  totally  disinterested,  and  are  doing 
what  they  think  for  the  best  interests  of  the  city 
of  Boston,  against  his  personal  opinion.  I  think 
we  should  allow  their  opinion  to  stand  as  against 
the  opinion  of  any  single  man. 

Mr.  Bowman— I  hope  this  matter  will  be  set- 
tled tonight,  and  not  recommitted.  In  conver- 
sation with  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Com- 
missioners two  days  ago,  I  learned  they  had 
offered  to  them  for  their  consideration  five  sites, 
ranging  in  price  from  $20,000  to  f  35,000,  and  the 
price  asked  for  this  particular  site  was  not  the 
price  in  the  order,  hut  after  consultation  be- 
tween the  owner  and  the  Fire  Commissioners, 
the  concession  was  made  which  brought  the 
price  to  what,  in  the  opinion  of  the  hoard— the 
unanimous  opinion  of  the  board— was  fair  and 
reasonable.  I  know  that  the  assessed  valuation 
is  considerably  below  the  price  asked  for 
it;  but  we  all  know  that  real  estate  sold  in  this 
city  at  auction  is  as  likely  to  bring  more  than 
the  assessed  valuation  as  it  is  to  bring  less;  and, 
more  than  that,  I  understand  that  the  price  of 
the  estate  below  this— $20,000— is  for  a  site  that 
has  no  buildings  on  it  that  could  be  utilized  by 
the  city.  It  has  some  wooden  buildings,  1  think, 
while  this  has  two  brick  buildings  and  side 
walls  which  can  be  used,  and  this  will  save  the 
city  something  like  $2000.  The  committee  of 
the  two  branches  of  the  government  has  voted 
unanimously  to  recommend  this  order,  and  it 
passed  the  Board  of  Aldermen  unanimously;  so 
that  it  comes  to  us  with  the  approval  of  20  men 
without  a  dissenting  voice.  I  think  that  we  can 
safely  vote  for  this,  feeling  sure  that  the  inter- 
ests of  the  city  will  he  fully  protected; 

Mr  Whitmore— I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of 
this  body  to  the  fact  that  there  has  been  nothing 
that  has  so  profoundly  stirred  New  England  as 
similar  instances  to  the  one  now  before  us.  The 
history  of   New  England    shows    that    almost 
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every  town  dates  its  decline  from  the  time 
there  was  trouble  in  the  town  meeting 
in  regard  to  fixing  a  schoolhouse  site  or  a  church 
site.  The  beginning  usually  is  that  one  portion 
of  the  town  wants  the  new  church  or  new  school 
house  built  somewhere,  and  the  other  part 
of  the  town  wants  it  built  somewhere  else,  and 
those  who  do  not  get  it  have  considerable  feel- 
ing about  it.  And  then,  if  they  put  up  the 
church,  and  the  old  one  is  Orthodox  and  the 
new  one  Unitarian,  the  result  is  that  one  por- 
tion of  the  town  will  go  Republican  and  the 
other  portion  will  go  Democratic.  The  end  of 
it  is,  sir,  that  those  who  have  considered  the  mat- 
ter most  deeply  have  conceded  that  the  selec- 
tion of  a  site  for  public  buildings  is  the  true 
cause  of  the  decline  of  New  England  from  1775 
down  to  the  present  time.  Now,  I  do  not  want 
to  lead  this  Council  into  that  state  of  affairs  by 
following  that  same  mistake.  As  far  as  I  can 
see,  impartial  witnesses  say  that  this  is  the  best 
site.  A  few  years  ago  there  was  a  friend  of  mine 
—a  Republican  friend,  I  am  proud  to  say— from 
Ward  24.  He  was  a  representative  in  this  body 
and  a  member  of  this  Council ;  and  he  came  in 
here  to  have  a  schoolhouse  fixed  in  a  certain 
way.  He  didn't  succeed,  and  he  was  not  elected 
the  next  year  to  the  Council.  And  then  he 
ran  for  alderman,  and  was  not  elected.  Then, 
sir,  the  result  was  that  by  and  by.  instead  of 
having  a  strong  representation  from  Ward  24 
of  Republicans  in  both  branches,  we  got  a 
Democratic  alderman  from  that  very  ward, 
and  he  sits  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at  the 
present  time.  All  that  came  from  discussing 
that  question  of  a  particular  schoolhouse  site. 
Now,  I  do  not  want  to  see  Ward  8  or  that  por- 
tion of  the  city  carried  from  the  Democratic 
to  the  Republican  side,  and,  therefore,  with 
these  warnings  before  me,  I  feel  that  I  must 
vote  in  favor  of  the  report  of  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioners and  the  recommendation  made  by  them. 
I  know  nothing  of  the  site,  but  I  think  I  would 
rather  undertake  to  open  a  box  marked  "Dyna- 
mite" on  the  floor  of  the  Council,  than  to  get 
into  a  discussion  of  the  locality  of  the  site. 

Mr.  Harrington— I  trust  that  the  Council  will 
not  endorse  the  site  recommended  by  the  Fire 
Commissioners,  and  I  think  any  fair-minded 
person  will  agree  with  me  that  there  are  several 
better  locations  which  can  be  secured  in  that 
vicinity,  at  a  great  deal  less  expense  to  the  city. 
In  the  first  place,  the  proposed  site  is  opposite 
Lyman  street,  a  narrow  thoroughfare  about  16 
feet  wide.  Leverett  street  in  front  of  the  site  is 
another  thoroughfare  about  24  feet  wide,  with 
horse-car  tracks  in  the  centre,  and  just  enough 
room  for  a  team  on  each  side  of  the  track.  Now 
you  can  readily  see  that  the  horse  cars  interfere 
with  the  engine  coming  out.  In  addition  to  this 
the  Citizens'  line  of  coaches  pass  there  every 
three  minutes,  and  between  them,  the  horse 
cars  and  other  vehicles — and  there  are  a  great 
many  others — and  also  owing  to  the  narrowness 
fit  the  street,  it  would  seem  to  me  that  we  are 
jumping  from  the  frying-pan  into  the  fire.  I 
hope  the  good  sense  of  the  Council  will  defeat 
the  project,  for  I  think  no  person  who  will  view 
the  premises  impartially  would  ever  select 
such  a  poor  locality.  I  hope  it  will  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Sanger — I  supposed  that  this  matter  had 
been  fully  settled,  so  far  as  discussion  was  con- 
cerned, at  the  meeting  a  few  weeks  ago:  but  a 
gentleman  has  just  been  to  me  and  asked  me  as 
a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department 
to  make  a  few  remarks.  In  the  first  place,  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  8  wishes  this  matter  to  be 
recommitted  to  the  committee.  If  anything 
were  to  be  gained  by  that  I  should  not  offer  any 
objections.  But  the  committee  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  subject.  The  city  charter  says  that  the 
Fire  Commissioners,  and  the  Fire  Commission- 
ers alone,  shall  have  charge  of  such  matters; 
and  it  was  only  through  the  courtesy  of  the  Fire 
Commissioners  that  at  the  meeting  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Fire  Department  the  matter  was  sub- 
mitted to  them.  We  here  simply  have  to  pass 
the  order  for  the  purchase  of  the  land,  and  that 
is  all.  It  seems  to  me  that  at  the  meeting  on 
the  9th  of  December  Mr.  Cherrington  presented 
an  order  that  the  Fire  Commissioners,  under  the 
the  direction  of  the  mayor,  select  ami  purchase 
a  site  for  a  house  for  Engine  No.  6.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12,  in  his  desire  to  let  the  Coun- 
cil do  a  little  more  than  perhaps  they  are  al- 
lowed to  do,  made  an  amendment  that  the  Fire 
Commissioners  shall  report  to  the  Council  a  list 


of  sites  and  the  price  for  which  they  could  be 
obtained.  Well,  if  I  remember  rightly,  I  made 
some  remarks  at  that  meeting  and  accepted  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Whitmore.  Since  the  9th  of 
December  that  matter  lias  been  before  the  Fire 
Commissioners.  They  had  a  hearing,  and  every- 
body in  the  vicinity  had  a  chance  to  present 
their  location  for  Engine-house  No.  6,  as  they  all 
knew  there  was  to  be  a  hearing;  and  the  Fire 
Commissioners  decided  that  the  site  on  Lev- 
erett street  was  the  site  for  the  new  engine- 
house.  There  has  been  more  or  less  talk 
in  City  Hall  that  the  Fire  Commissioners 
did  not  make  a  proper  decision;  hut,  gentle- 
men, it  seems  to  me  that  they  did  make 
a  proper  decision.  As  long  ago  as  last 
spring,  in  conversation  with  the  old  commis- 
sioners, they  said  that  if  there  was  to  be  a 
new  engine-house  it  must  be  on  high  land. 
They  have  selected  a  site  on  high  land — 
high  as  compared  with  the  land  on  Merrimac 
street,  and  on  South  Margin  street,  and  Stani- 
ford  street,  where  the  sites  suggested  are  lo- 
cated. In  the  communication  on  the  13th  of 
January,  the  commissioners  stated  what  the 
estate  could  be  purchased  for,  thel  assessed  val- 
uation, and  the  present  cost  to  the  owners  in 
addition  to  a  certain  amount  that  had  been  ex- 
pended for  repairs.  That  was  the  cheapest  site 
that  could  be  selected,  and  it  is  said  by 
the  commissioners  to  be  a  suitable  site.  It 
seems  to  me  that  it  is  only  for  us  to  endorse 
such  action  of  the  Fire  Commissioners,  who 
have  the  responsibility,  and  who  alone  have  the 
responsibility,  and  pass  this  order  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  land.  So  far  as  I  have  an  opinion 
I  supposed  that  the  site  on  Leverett  street,  oppo- 
site Causeway  street,  would  be  selected.  That, 
the  commissioners  told  us  at  the  meeting, 
could  not  be  bought  except  at  a  much  higher 
price  than  the  present  location;  but  they  sup- 
posed, and  it  seems  to  me  supposed  rightly, 
that  Leverett  street  near  the  car  tracks  was  a 
proper  site  for  the  building,  because  they  could 
run  right  out  on  the  tracks  and  go  in  either 
direction  to  a  fire;  in  addition  to  that,  in  the 
winter  when  the  snow  is  on  the  ground  and  the 
streets  not  clear,  the  fact  that  there  were  car 
tracks  in  the  street  would  be  of  great  advant- 
age. 

Mr.  Blume- I  desire  to  say  a  very  few  words 
as  to  why  I  shall  vote  against  this  order.  I  have 
no  interest  at  stake  either  of  friendship  or  oth- 
erwise. I  see  that  there  is  a  good  deal  of  feel- 
ing among  the  members  from  that  section  of  the 
city,  and  there  are  going  to  be  some  disap- 
pointed gentlemen  undoubtedly.  But  I  have  no 
feeling  on  the  subject  whatever,  except  the  in- 
terest of  the  city  of  Boston  in  an  economic  sense. 
I  do  not  believe  that  the  property  is  worth  $21,- 
750.  I  think  that  our  assessors  get  the  property 
in  nearly  all  the  sections  of  the  city,  and  par- 
ticularly in  some  portions  of  the  North  and 
West  ends,  as  high  in  their  assessment  as  it  will 
bring  under  the  hammer.  I  think  today  that 
property  cannot  be  sold  for  any  more  than  the 
assessed  value.  I  therefore  think  the  price  is 
too  great.  If  this  property  could  be  bought  for 
about  the  assessed  valuation,  or  say  .$1000  more, 
I  should  vote  for  it.  if  the  Fire  Commissioners 
are  in  favor  of  this  location.  Now  in  regard  to 
the  engine-house  being  on  high  land,  I  think 
that  that  is  nonsense  necessarily  in  this  con- 
nection. Are  there  not  numerous  buildings — 
schoolhouses,  engine-houses— on  no  higher 
grade  than  Merrimac  street  or  Staniford  street, 
or  any  other  streets  where  sites  have  been 
spoken  of.  The  idea  that  the  engine-house 
must  be  put  on  some  elevation  is  nonsense. 
There  are  no  special  subterranean  passages  re- 
quired for  the  use  of  an  engine-house.  When, 
therefore,  the  gentlemen  held  out  the  bugbear 
that  the  low  land  at  the  foot  of  Staniford 
street  is  unfit  for  this  purpose,  I  think 
that  it  is  all  gammon.  Neither  do  I 
think  that  it  is  necessary  to  buy  this 
particular  site  and  demolish  two  very  good 
brick  houses.  I  think  they  could  find  a  location 
in  that  section  of  the  city  without  destroying 
two  well-built,  solid-brick  houses,  losing  the 
value  of  those  houses.  There  must  be  places  at 
the  West  End  that  are  not  so  desirable  to  hold 
on  to  as  these  two  well-built  brick  houses.  But 
the  whole  question  that  has  actuated  me  in  vot- 
ing against  this  measure  is  the  extreme  cost  of 
the  28  per  cent  more  than  the  assessed  value. 

Mr.  Whall— I  appreciate  the  objection  which 
was  raised  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11,  and 
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I  am  willing  to  admit  that  it  is  an  honest  objec- 
tion. But  when  I  told  the  gentleman  that  with- 
in three  years,  as  I  told  the  Council  a  few  meet- 
ings ago,  these  houses  were  bought  and  paid  for 
at  the  price  of  $10,500  for  one  and  $10,000  for  the 
other,  I  think  that  will  put  a  different  phase  on 
the  matter.  If  the  gentleman  will  jog  his  mem- 
ory, he  will  rind  that  some  years  before  that 
one  of  his  own  clients  sold  one  of  these  houses 
for  $10,500,  and  the  deed  bears  the  attestation  of 
Andreas  Blume.  Now  so  much  for  the  price. 
The  owner  of  these  houses  at  present  gets  Irom 
them  $10  o  apiece,  besides  taxes.  He  gets  $2000 
a  year  and  taxes.  He  gets  10  per  cent  on  $20,000. 
If  the  gentleman  wants  another  fact  as  to  the 
valuation,  these  are  valued  in  our  assessors' 
books  at  $8500 ;  and  yet  so  good  a  financier  as 
William  Minot,  Jr.,  is  willing  to  risk  $8000  on  a 
mortgage  on  one  of  them.  And  William  Minot, 
Jr.,  does  not  risk  $8000  on  $8500  houses.  Now  for 
the  false  statement  made  unwittingly,  no  doubt, 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  8.  If  we  believe 
him  we  would  believe  that  instead  of  three 
commissioners  of  experience  we  had  three 
dunces  on  the  third  floor  of  City  Hall  drawing 
the  salary  of  the  Fire  Commissioners.  He  says 
that  they  are  locating  this  engine-house  on  a 
10-foot  street  opposite  a  14-foot  street. 

Mr.  Harrington — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

The  President— Does  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  7  yield  the  floor? 

Mr.  Harrington— I  desire  to  make  a  correc- 
tion. 

Mr.  Whall—I  yield  the  floor  for  a  correction." 

Mr.  Harrington— I  said  that  the  proposed 
site  was  on  a  24-foot  street,  and  not  a  14  or  10-foot 
street. 

Mr.  Whall— The  gentleman  stated  distinctly, 
if  my  memory  serves  me  correctly,  that  it  was 
on  a  20- foot  street  opposite  a  14- foot  street.  If 
I  have  unconsciously  misquoted  the  gentleman 
then  the  report  will  show,  but  the  facts  are 
these,  that  this  is  on  a  30-foot  street  opposite  a 
28-foot  street;  and  it  is  directly  opposite  that 
street,  so  that  this  engine-house  has  the 
full  merit  of  the  whole  length  of  that 
street— a  full  length  of  at  least  150  feet.  If  the 
gentlemen  are  at  all  conversant  with  the  terri- 
tory to  be  covered  by  this  engine-house  they 
will  know  this  fact,  that  98  per  cent  at  least  of 
the  alarms  to  which  ibis  engine  must  respond 
will  compel  it  to  use  Merrimac  street  and  Hay- 
market  square,  or  Merrimac  street  and  Cause- 
way street.  The  alarms  coming  from  the  south- 
westerly section  of  this  territory  do  not  amount 
to  2  per  cent  of  the  total  amount  of  fires  that 
that  engine  has  to  go  to  during  the  year.  If  any 
person  desires  to  see  it  I  have  a  list  here  of  all 
the  fires  that  that  engine  has  gone  to  in  the 
last  year.  But  I  want  now  to  say  to  this 
Council  what  1  did  not  say  before,  and  that  is 
this.  The  reason  why  there  is  opposition  to  this 
site  comes  on  two  grounds.  First,  it  is  opposed 
by  some  conservative  members  of  the  Council 
who  imagine  that  some  of  the  members  are  go- 
ing to  get  money  out  of  it.  I  have  heard  it 
whispered  in  this  hall  that  one  councilman 
whose  name  is  Whall,  and  who  comes  from 
Ward  7.  is  to  receive  $3000  or  $4000.  I  have  heard 
as  another  objection  against  it  that  the  owner 
was  a  Sheeny,— he  was  a  Jew,— and  that  we 
should  not  buy  our  property  of  Jewish  sellers. 
But  the  real  objection  comes  from  this  source. 
A  certain  gentleman  who  has  a  plot  of  land  to 
sell,  the  man  who  is  trying  to  be  the  marplot  in 
this  whole  affair— he  came  to  me  some  three 
weeks  ago  and  with  an  effrontery  only  equal  to 
his  ignorance,  prefaced  his  remarks  by  saying 
that  if  I  could  get  his  site  selected  he  would 
give  me  $1000.  And  this  is  the  man  who  has 
been  viewing  the  site  in  the  company  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Council.  This  is  the  man  who  had 
the  audacity  to  attempt  to  bribe  a  member  of 
this  body,  who  comes  now,  and  because  he  can- 
not sell  his  little  lot  of  land,  is  going  to  stop 
somebody  else  from  selling  theirs,— an  attempt 
to  juggle  the  cards  and  try  his  tricks  over  again. 
I  will  answer  my  friend  from  Ward  11  that  it  is 
not  absolutely  necessary  that  the  engine-house 
should  be  on  elevated  ground;  but  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  an  engine  -  house 
should  have  good  cellarage;  and  the  per- 
sons who  are  protesting  against  the  selec- 
tion of  this  site  are  those  who  own  estates 
on  Merrimac  street.  If  any  of  the  gen- 
tlemen went  there  at  any  time  within  the  last 
10  days,  they  would  have  seen  what  kind  Of  soil 
it  is.    The  old   sawmill  estate  stands  there,  an 


open  proof  of  the  folly  that  it  would  be  to  select 
a  site  upon  land  which  was  formerly  a  part  of 
the  old  mill  pond.  All  that  place  around  there 
is  made  land,  and  in  the  sawmill  site  you  can  see 
five  feet  of  tide  water,  showing  what  kind  of 
land  we  will  have  if  we  build  our  engine-house 
there.  We  see  that  every  house  there  is  built 
upon  piles.  They  cannot  strike  any  solid  earth. 
But  this  place  that  they  have  selected  is  upon 
the  virgin  soil,  is  upon  good  old  mother  earth  ; 
and  if  the  Fire  Department  desired  to  build  a 
cellar  100  feet  in  any  direction  there  would 
be  no  difficulty  about  it.  if  they  took 
care  to  gave  lateral  support  to  their  neigh- 
bors, and  the  cellar  would  be  dry  any- 
where. There  does  not  seem  to  be  any  rea- 
son why  the  commissioners'  suggestion  and  ad- 
vice should  not  be  accepted  and  followed  out, 
unless  some  credit  is  placed  in  the  report  that 
there  is  boodle  in  this  affair.  If  there  is  boodle 
in  it,  I  for  one  do  not  know  where  to  find  it,  and 
I  probably  know  as  much  about  that  engine- 
house  as  any  man  here.  I  sincerely  trust  that 
the  matter  will  not  be  recommitted. 

Mr.  Kennedy— In  the  past  two  Weeks  I  have 
given  this  matter  my  personal  attention,  and  I 
certainly  hope  that  this  Leverett-street  site  will 
not  be  accepted.  It  has  been  stated,  and  seems 
to  be  the  main  point,  that  it  is  about  one  hun- 
dred feet  from  Stanil'ord  street.  I  would  inform 
the  gentlemen  who,  perhaps,  have  not  had  time 
to  investigate  the  matter,  that  the  thoroughfare 
from  Leverett  street,  which  he  means  to  be  the 
thoroughfare  to  Merrimac  street,  is  Lyman 
street,  a  very  narrow  street,  and  scarcely  wide 
enough  to  allow  two  ordinary  wagons  to  pass 
each  other  at  the  same  time.  It  is  upon  a  con- 
siderable incline,  and  if  you  start  with  an  engine 
weighing  about  four  tons  down  Lyman  street  to 
Stanil'ord  street,  there  is  not  a  pair  of  horses  in 
Boston  that  can  stop  that  engine  before  it  gets 
to  Stamford  street.  That  I  know  from  experi- 
ence. There  is  another  objection  to  this  site, 
and  that  is  the  narrowness  of  Leverett  street. 
The  Somerville,  Cambridge  and  Metropolitan 
horse  cars,  and  also  the  Citizens'  line  of  coaches 
are  passing  there,  and  take  the  driveway  on  the 
right  hand  side  of  Leverett  street  and  there 
isn't  room  enough  at  the  corner  of  Green  street 
to  allow  a  wagon  and  horse-car  to  pass  at  the 
same  time.  They  have  to  stand  on  the  other 
side  and  wait  on  Leverett  street  until  the  car 
rounds  the  curve  onGreen  street.  That  is  a  serious 
objection,  and  I  hope  the  matter  will  be  recom- 
mitted. As  to  the  gentleman  speaking  about  a 
man  of  Mr.  Minot's  abilities  offering  $8000  on 
the  mortgage,  why  shouldn't  he,  when  the  city 
of  Boston  agrees  to  give  $20,000  for  it?  1  don't 
see  why  it  wouldn't  he  a  good  investment. 

Mr.  R.  Sulmvan— There  is  one  question, 
surely,  that  we  will  all  agree  upon,  and  that  is 
the  fact  that  this  Council  cannot  decide  what 
site  the  commissioners  shall  select  to  build  the 
fire  engine-house  on;  So  we  may  pass  that  by. 
The  committee,  alter  long  consideration,  voted 
that  they  would  have  a  site  situated  on  a  special 
street.  JL'he  City  Council  must  vote  the  expense, 
and  no  doubt  before  the  commissioners  came  to 
a  conclusion  on  that  matter  they  must  have  con- 
sidered it  \  ery  thoroughly.  As  we  know  the 
Fire  Commissioners  of  Boston  are  not  only  hon- 
orable men,  but  also  men  well  versed  in  regard 
to  what  places  our  fire  engine-houses  should  be 
built  in,  and  also  familiar  with  all  the  inciden- 
tals which  are  necessary  in  a  fire  engine-house. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  11— the  chairman  of 
the  Fire  Committee— when  he  made  his  state- 
ment some  two  weeks  ago,  clearly  stated  the 
matter,  so  that  in  myminct  I  intended  that  night 
to  vote  in  favor  of  the  report  of  the  committee. 
Tonight,  as  chairman  of  Hie  Committee  on  Fire 
Department  on  the  part  of  the  Council,  he  lias 
also  made  a  very  clear  statement  with  regard 
to  the  fact  that  the  committee  could  not 
decide  what  site  they  would  take,  but  that 
that  was  something  which  was  left  en- 
tirely with  the  commissioners.  That  being 
so,  if  you  refer  it  back  to  the  committee, 
you  really  refer  it  hack  to  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioners. As  I  understand  the  case  there,  have 
been  perhaps  several  sites  where  this  fire  engine 
bouse,  could  be  built,  and  it  has  been  [eft  to  the 
Fire  Commissioners  to  decide  which  site  was  the 
best.  The  Fire  Commissioners  have  decided 
that  this  site  in  Leverett  street  would  be  the 
best  in  that  section  of  the  city  to  build  a  fire  en- 
gine-house on.  If  you  refer  this  report  of  Hie 
committee  back  to  the  committee  you  will  no1 
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thereby  be  the  means  of  having  the  committee 
pass  upon  whether  this  would  be  the  best  site  or 
not,  because  as  I  say  we  have  no  authority  over 
it,  and  it  would  practically  be  referred  back  to 
the  commissioners.  I  think  that  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department  on  the 
part  of  the  Council.  Mr.  Sanger,  has  stated  the 
tact,  which  shows  to  my  mind  conclusively,  and 
I  think  should  show  conclusively  to  the  minds 
of  all  gentlemen  who  look  at  the  matter  clearly, 
that  the  committee  cannot  decide  on  any  other 
site— that  the  Fire  Commissioners  alone  can  de- 
cide upon  what  site  this  tire  engine-house 
shall  be  built  on,  and  then  nobody  in  the  City 
Council,  no  matter  how  much  you  recommit 
any  report  or  order  or  have  it  sent  back,  can 
alter  it.  Therefore,  gentlemen,  on  these 
grounds,  which  I  think  are  reasonable,  you 
must  all  admit  we  cannot  determine  the  site 
that  this  engine-house  is  to  be  built  on.  The  Fine 
Commission  alone  can  determine  that  site,  and 
therefore,  rather  than  delay  building  the  house 
on  Leverett  street  or  any  other  street.we  should 
all  vote  in  favor  of  this  report. 

Mr.  McNary— I  certainly  feel  great  reluc- 
tance in  speaking  this  evening  after  the  terrible 
chimera  that  lias  been  conjured  up  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12  as  to  what  would  happen 
if  we  went  into  the  matter  in  question.  I  • 
wouldn't  speak  at  all  at  this  time  if  I  hadn't 
spoken  at  the  previous  meeting  and  given  notice 
of  my  intention  to  investigate  the  matter  for 
myself  and  look  into  the  question  a  little  more 
fully.  1  desire  to  call  attention  to  a  few  facts  in 
relation  to  the  matter.  In  the  first  place,  the 
gentleman  who  is  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Fire  Department  on  the  part  of  the  Council, 
stated  that  the  original  order  read  that  the  Fire 
Commissioners  should  report  the  list  of  suitable 
sites  with  the  prices.  As  a  matter  of  fact  the 
Fire  Commissioners  have  done  nothing  of  the 
sort.  They  haven't  complied  with  those  condi- 
tions. They  have  selected  or  reported  but  one 
particular  site.  It  has  been  stated  in  the  next 
place  that  the  Fire  Commissioners  have  report- 
ed this  as  the  best  site  available  for  the  purpose. 
They  have  done  nothing  of  the  sort.  I  know 
myself  entirely  to  the  contrary.  It  reads  that 
the  site  is  well  adapted  for  the  purpose ; 
that  doesn't  mean  that  it  is  better  than  any 
other  site.  Now  I  would  remind  the  gentleman 
that  while  the  city  cannot  have  the  power  of 
selecting  any  particular  site  we  do  have  the 
power  of  saying  whether  we  shall  purchase  a 
site  or  not.  The  matter  is  as  much  in  our  hands 
as  it  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Fire  Commissioners— 
just  as  much— and  it  is  as  much  our  concern  as 
it  is  that  of  the  Fir e  Commissioners  to  see  that 
a  proper  site  is  selected,  and  it  is  a  question  in 
my  mind  who  would  be  blamed  the  nlost  m  case 
of  failure— the  Fire  Commission  who  selected  it 
or  the  City  Council  who  raised  the  money  for 
it.  It  is  our  duty  to  see  the  best  site  selected— the 
cheapest,  most  economical  site  for  the  city. 
Now  is  this  the  most  economical  site?  I  don't 
think  it  is.  At  the  same  time  I  don't  wish  to 
say  anything  against  the  Fire  Commissioners.  I 
don't  wish  to  be  considered  as  impugning  the 
honesty  or  motive  of  any  member  of  the  Board 
of  Fire  Commissioners  at  all,  because  I  regard 
them  as  honorable  gentlemen.  But  you  can 
see  plainly  how  any  matter  presented  to  the 
Fire  Commissioners  or  anybody  might  be  con- 
ceived by  them  to  be  the  best  site  when  such 
was  not  the  case.  At  the  request  of  certain 
members  of  the  Council  I  accompanied  them 
down  to  this  district  myself  personally  ami 
from  the  various  sites  that  came  under  my  ob- 
servation I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  this  is 
not  the  best  site  or,  if  the  best,  not  the  cheapest 
site,— that  other  sites  nearly  as  good  can  be 
purchased  for  less  money.  What  is  the 
advantage  to  the  city  of  having  this  site? 
It  is  situated  on  high  ground, — that  is  abso- 
lutely the  only  advantage.  At  the  same 
time  other  sites  not  situated  on  quite  as  high 
ground,  but  on  dry  ground,  can  be  purchased  at 
less  money.  This  site  is  situated  on  rather  a 
narrow  street,  with  railroad  tracks,  and  the  cars 
are  passing  up  and  down,  back  and  forth,  all  the 
time,  and,  as  has  been  well  stated  by  the.  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  8,  an  engine  going  down 
Lyman  street  would  be  sure  to  run  down  hill, 
because  it  would  be  impossible  for  it  to  stop 
going  down  Staniford  street,  and  impossible  to 
pull  the  horses  up.  There  is  another  objection 
to  taking  the  site,  and  that  is  because  the  build- 
ings situated  there  are  good  buildings  worth 


money,  and  there  is  no  necessity  for  tearing 
down  such  good  buildings  where  other  sites  can 
be  obtained  with  poorer  buildings  on  them,  which 
could  be  destroyed  to  make  room  for  the  loca- 
tion of  the  engine-house.  There  is  another 
point  that  strikes  me  forcibly.  If  this  is  paying 
such  a  vast  percentage  on  the  investment,  why 
in  the  world  does  this  gentleman  appear  to  be 
so  anxious  to  sell  out  to  the  city  for  such  a 
small  price?  That  is  a  fact  which  sticks  in  my 
crop  and  I  cannot  get  over  it.  If  I  own  property 
that  is  paying  10  per  cent  a  year  I  don't  like  to 
sell  it.  Such  action  is  something  which  I  never 
heard  of  before,  and  I  don't  think  that  anv  other 
member  of  the  Council  ever  did ;  but  yet  that  is 
just  precisely  what  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7 
says  in  regard  to  this  property.  That  is  a  very 
peculiar  state  of  affairs,  a  very  peculiar  condi- 
tion of  affairs.  I  have  looked  at  other  sites  and 
I  agree  with  the  gentleman  that  the  Merrimac- 
street  site  should  not  be  taken ;  I  don't  consider 
it  available  because  it  is  on  too  low  ground  and 
in  a  marshy  district,  and  it  apparently  seemed 
to  be  unsuitable. 

Mr.  Whall— It  was  formerly  a  mill  pond. 

Mr.  McNary— Yes,  sir;  but  there  are  other 
sites,  and  I  wish  to  speak  of  one  of  them.  The 
most  prominent  site  there  is  on  Staniford  street, 
made  so  by  the  extension  and  by  the  clearing 
away  of  the  old  houses.  H  there  is  any  place 
where  an  engine-house  ought  to  be  located  for 
advantage  for  the  citizens,  so  that  the  engine 
.would  not  be  in  danger  of  running  into  pedes- 
trians and  horse  cars,  it  is  that  site  on  Staniford 
street,— on  the  corner  of  Staniford  street  and 
South  Margin  street.  But  mark  you,  this  district 
south  of  Staniford  street  is  low,  while  upon  the 
line  north  of  that  it  is  high  land.  On  the  corner 
of  Staniford  and  South  Margin  street  is  one  site 
which  is  about  40  feet  on  Staniford  street  and  60 
feet  on  South  Margin  street.  There  are  three 
old  wooden  buildings  on  it.  the  total  assessed 
value  being  about  §10,000.  There  would  be  an 
excellent  location,  and  there  are  other  locatious 
— one  at  the  corner  of  Staniford  and  New  Lyman 
street ;  also  on  Leverett  street,  still  farther  up, 
Nos.  46  and  48  1  believe.  That  might  be  taken 
with  all  the  advantages  of  the  Leverett-street 
site,  and  would  in  my  opinion  cost  less  money. 
Now  I  should  think  it  well  that  the  committee 
should  look  into  this  matter  very  carefully  and 
consider  the  points  presented,  and  see  if  they 
couldn't  save  rive,  six,  seven  or  eight  thousand 
dollars  in  this  way  by  recommending  another 
site.  If  this  were  the  case  I  think  the 
Fire  Commissioners  would  be  willing  to 
consider  the  matter  very  thoroughly,  be- 
cause they  must  get  the  money  from  the 
City  Council  for  it.  It  is  personally  imma- 
terial to  me  which  site  is  selected— whether 
at  the  North  or  West  End.  As  I  said,  I  have 
looked  into  the  matter,  and  have  found  a  rather 
peculiar  state  of  affairs,  and  I  have  here  pre- 
sented my  observations  to  the  Council.  It  cer- 
tainly will  do  no  harm  to  have  this  referred 
back'to  the  committee.  If  this  site  is  the  best 
site,  it  can  be  very  easily  ascertained.  If  this  is 
not  the  best  site,  and  other  sites  are  just  as  good 
and  can  be  procured  cheaper,  I  should  think 
that  it  came  then  within  the  province  of  the 
committee  to  recommend  those  sites  to  the  Fire 
Department.  Therefore  I  hope  the  matter  will 
be  recommitted  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Tracy  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Kelley— I  trust  that  the  gentleman  will 
withdraw  that,  as  I  would  like  to  make  a  few 
objections  to  the  remarks  which  have  been 
made  by  Mr.  Whall  in  regard  to  what  we  are 
here  for,  and  who  we  are  handled  by  in  this 
Council.  He  made  some  serious  charges,  and  I 
would  like  to  disagree  with  the  gentleman  a  lit- 
tle before  the  main  question  is  ordered, 

The  President — The  gentleman  has  three 
minutes  for  debate  as  to  why  the  previous  ques- 
tion should  not  be  ordered. 

The  main  question  was  ordered,  by  a  division, 
32  in  favor,  seven  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Whitmore's  amendment  to  strike  ou+ 
"tor"  and  insert  "not  to  exceed  the  amount  of" 
$21,750,  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kelley  the  yeas  and  nays 
wer-  ordered  on  the  passage  of  the  order  as 
amended. 

The  order  as  amended  was  passed ;  yeas  43, 
nays  18 : 

Yeas— Atwood,  Bowman,  Burr,  Carstensen, 
Chamberlain,  Clark,  Desmond,  Dewev,  Duggan. 
Fisher,  Fottler,    Fowler,  Frost.  P.  J.  Gallagher, 
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Gomez,  Haggerty,  Hayes,  Ladcl,  Learv,  Light, 
Mahoney,  McEnaney,  F.  Morison,  F.  R.  Morri- 
son, J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Norton,  O'Mea- 
ley,  Perkins,  C.  C. Powers,  Sanger,  Shaw,  Snow, 
E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Sund- 
berg,  Teevens,  Tracey,  Tuttle,  Whall,  Whit- 
more,  Wilson — 43. 

Nays  —  Blunie,  Carroll,  Coleman,  Connelly, 
Coyle,  Davern,  Dolan,  Dunn,  Harrington,  Kel- 
ley,  Kennedy,  Lattimore.  McNary,  J.  J.  Murphy, 
Nunan,  Perry,  Richards,  Webster — 18. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Barry,  Cochran,  Foss, 
J.  Gallagher,  Keliher,  Lauten,  McKenna,  E.  J. 
Powers.  Reilly,  Short,  Thayer— n. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider :  lost.  Sent 
up. 

IMPROVEMENT      OF      WEST      SIXTH    AND    TUDOR 
STREETS. 

Mr.  Carroll  moved  to  suspend  the  rule,  to 
enable  him  to  offer  an  order — That  the  Street 
Commissioners  include  in  their  estimate  for  the 
ensuing  year  the  setting  of  edgestones  and  pav- 
ing sidewalk  on  the  south  side  of  West  Sixth 
street,  between  F  and  Dorchester  streets :  also 
the  laying  out  of  Tudor  street,  between  F  and 
Dorchester  streets,  and  the  setting  of  edgestones 
and  the  paving  of  the  same. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  hope  the  rule  will  not  be 
suspended,  because  it  will  be  necessary  to  dis- 
cuss the  matter,  I  don't  think  the  order  belongs 
here  at  all ;  the  matter  comes  solely  within  the 
power  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  Council  refused  to  suspend  the  rule. 

RECONSIDERATION. 

Mr.  Lauten  moved,  in  accordance  with  notice 
duly  tiled,  to  reconsider  the  vote  accepting  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Claims  of  leave  to 
withdraw  on  the  petition  of  Harriet  A.  Lauten 
for  an  abatement  of  assessment  on  account  of 
laying  out  the  Marine  park. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lauten  further  consideration 
of  the  subject  was  specially  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  at  9  o'clock.  P.  M. 

Mr.  Webster— I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote 
taken  on  No.  34  on  the  calendar,  and  I  hope  it 
will  prevail. 

Mr.  Dewey— I  know  there  is  some  objection  at 
the  present  time  to  the  purchase  of  this  property 
of  the  Jamaica  Pond  Aqueduct  Company,  but  I 
cannot  conceive  why  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
1  should  oppose  the  reference  of  the  matter  to  a 
committee. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
under  the  seventh  order  of  business  this  is  not  the 
time  to  make  motions  to  reconsider  except  those 
of  which  notice  has  been  filed,  as  provided  in  the 
rule. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

REPORTS  FROM  THE  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Whall  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Finance: 

/Salaries  of  Police. 

Report  on  the  communication  (referred  Feb. 
24,  1887)  from  the  Board  of  Police,  asking  for  an 
additional  appropriation  of  $20,000,  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  department  for  the  remain- 
der of  the  financial  yeai  on  account  of  the  in- 
creased salaries  of  members  of  the  department 
—That  in  their  opinion  the  increased  salaries 
should  take  effect  from  the  commencement  of 
the  ensuing  financial  year,  and  the  required 
amount  be  included  in  the  new  appropriation. 
The  committee  accordingly  recommend  the  pas- 
sage of  the  accompanying  ordinances  amending 
the  ordinances  whereby  the  said  salaries  have 
been  increased. 

An  Ordinance 
To  amend  Chapter  3  of  the  Ordinances  of  1887. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Chapter  3  of  the  Ordinances  of  1887 
is  hereby  amended  in  Section  2,  by  striking  out 
all  after  the  word  "from"  in  said  section,  and 
adding  the  words  "the  first  day  of  May,  eighteen 
hundred  and  eighty-seven"  in  place  thereof. 

An  Ordinance 
To  amend  Chapter  2  of  the  Ordinances  of  1887. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Chapter  2  of  the  Ordinances  of  1887 
is  hereby  amended  in  Section  2  by  striking  out, 
all  after  the  word  "from"  in  said  section,  and 
adding  the  words,  "the  first  day  of  May,  eight- 
een hundred  and  eighty-seven,"  in  place  there- 
of. 


An  Ordinance 
To  Amend  Chapter  4  of  the  Ordinances  of  1887. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Chapter  4  of  the  Ordinances  of  18S7 
is  hereby  amended  by  adding  the  following  sec- 
tion thereto,  to  be  Section  2  of  said  ordinance, 
namely : 

"Section  2.  The  said  increased  salaries  shall  be 
payable  from  the  first  day  of  May,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  eighty-seven." 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  several  or- 
dinances were  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Whall— I  move  a  suspension  of  all  joint 
and  Council  rules,  so  that  the  ordinances  shall 
not  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
and  may  take  their  final  passage  tonight.  These 
ordinances  are  simply  to  fix  the  beginning  of  the 
increased  salaries  of  the  police  officers  at  the 
commencement  of  the  next  financial  year,  and 
thus  save  the  city  of  Boston  $20,000. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was  carried. 

The  several  ordinances  were  passed.  Mr. 
Whall  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

ARMORIES. 

Report  recommending  the  passage  of  the  or- 
der (referred  Jan.  31,  1887)  to  transfer  §3000  from 
the  reserved  fund  to  the  appropriation  for  armo- 
ries, in  the  following  new  draft: 

Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  be  authorized 
to  transfer  the  sum  of  $3000  from  the  appropria- 
tion for  Albany-street  bridge  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  armories. 

Report  accepted,  and  order  in  a  new  draft 
passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule;  yeas  03, 
nays  0.  Mr.  Carstensein  moved  to  reconsider ; 
lost.    Sent  up. 

SALARIES  OF  DEPUTY  SEALERS. 

Report  that  the  ordinance  (referred  Feb.  14, 
1887)  to  amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordi- 
nances of  1885,  to  increase  the  salaries  of  the 
deputy  sealers  of  weights  and  measures,  ought 
not  to  pass.    Accepted.    Sent  up. 

CLEARING    OF    ICE    AND    SNOW    FROM    SCHOOL- 
HOUSE  YARDS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Ordinances,  to  whom  was 
referred  by  the  Common  Council  the  order 
for  them  to  report  what  action  should  be  taken 
by  the  City  Council  to  ensure  the  clearing  of 
snow  and  ice  from  schoolyards,  at  all  tunes 
when  necessary,  having  considered  the  subject 
respectfully  submit  the  following  report: 

Prior  to  187,r)  it  was  the  duty  of  the  superin- 
tendent of  public  buildings  to  remove  snow  and 
ice  from  the  yards  of  schoolhouses  then  under 
his  control,  and  the  work  was  properly  attended 
to  by  him  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $2000  a 
year.  Since  that  time  the  control  of  the  school- 
houses  lias  been  taken  from  the  superintendent 
of  public  buildings  and  given  to  the  School 
Committee,  and  no  provision  has  been  made  for 
the  removal  of  snow  and  ice  from  the  yards;  the 
janitors  of  schoolhouses  being  only  required  to 
clear  the  sidewalks  and  keep  a  path  open  in  the 
yards.  During  the  past  year,  as  your  com- 
mittee are  informed,  the  School  Committee 
sent  to  the  masters  of  the  several 
schools  to  ascertain  their  opinions  as  to  the 
necessity  of  removing  snow  and  ice  from  their 
respective  yards.  The  replies  showed  a  differ- 
ence of  opinion  on  the  part  of  the  masters,  but 
theSchool  Committee  concluding  that  some  pro- 
vision should  he  made,  have  included  in  their 
estimates  for  the  ensuing  financial  year  thesum 
of  $4000  to  be  expended  in  the  removal  of  snow 
and  ice  from  the  yards.  This  amount  is  thought 
to  be  sufficient  to  care  for  the  schoolyards 
throughout  the  city,  but  in  all  events,  the  yards 
in  such  schoolhouses  as  have  no  playrooms  in 
the  basement,  or  elsewhere  in  the  building,  will 
lie  properly  cleared  of  snow  and  ice,  if  the  ap- 
propriation asked  for  or  a  sufficient  amount 
thereof  be  granted.  The  evils  complained  of 
whereby  children  are  needlessly  exposed,  and 
their  health  possibly  endangered  while  at  play 
in  some  of  the  schoolyards,  will  thus  be  reme- 
died. Though  there  is  not  the  same  necessity 
for  the  removal  of  snow  and  ice  from  the  yards 
of  the  schoolhouses  built  in  late  years,  as  they 
are  provided  with  suitable  playrooms  in  the 
basement,  the  School  Committee,  as  the  matter 
is  entirely  in  their  hands,  will  undoubtedly  se- 
cure the  removal  of  snow  and  ice  from  such 
yards  whenever  necessary. 

Your  committee  accordingly  report  that  no 
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further  action  is  necessary  on  the   part  of  the 
City  Council. 
Specially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  at  8 


tf 


STREETS. 


Mr.  Reilly  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Streets : 

Widening  of  Beacon  Street. 

Report  in  favor  of  the  passage  in  concurrence 
of  the  order  (referred  Feb.  10,  1887)  that  the  ex- 
pense of  widening  Beacon  street,  as  proposed  by 
the  Street  Commissioners,  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Beacon  street  and  Brookline 
avenue,  raising  grade. 

Report  accepted  and  said  order  passed  in  con- 
currence, yeas  60,  nays  0.  Mr.  Reilly  moved  to 
reconsider;  lost. 

Rutherford-avenue  Extension. 

Report  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  order 
(referred  Feb.  17,  1887)  for  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  to  prepare  plans  and  submit  the 
same  with  an  estimate  of  the  cost  to  the  City 
Council  of  extending  Rutherford  avenue  to  City- 
Square. 

Report  accepted  and  said  order  passed.  Mr. 
Reilly  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Burr — I  move  we  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  Blume — I  have  some  reports  that  I  wish  to 
offer. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  trust  the  gentleman  will  with- 
draw the  motion  until  the  reports  are  sub- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Blume— These  are  matters  of  some  im- 
portance. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost. 

PUBLIC  GROUNDS. 

Mr.  Bi  ume  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Common,  etc. : 

Square  in  South  Boston. 

Report  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  order 
(referred  Feb.  10,  1887)  lor  this  committee  to  give 
a  name  to  the  square  formed  by  the  intersection 
of  Dorchester  avenue  and  Dorchester,  Swett 
and  Boston  streets. 

Report  accepted  and  said  order  passed.  Mr. 
Blume  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

Thomas  Park. 
Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  the  order 
(referred  Feb.  10,  1887)  that  a  sum  sufficient  to 
improve  Thomas  Park  and  enclose  the  same  with 
an  iron  fence  be  included  in  the  appropriation 
or  Common,  etc.,  as  the  estimates  are  already 
prepared.  Accepted.  Mr.  Blume  moved  to  re- 
consider; lost.    Sent  up. 

PUBLIC     BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  C.  C.  Powers  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Buildings; 

Old  Franklin  Sehoolhouse. 
Report  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  order  (re- 
ferred Feb.   3,  1887)  for  the  superintendent  of 
public  buildings  to  report  as  to  the  disposition 


that  has  been  made  of  the  old  Franklin  school 
house. 

Report  accepted  and  said  order  passed.  Sent 
up. 

Armories. 

Report  recommending  the  passage,  in  concur- 
rence, of  the  order  (referred  Feb.  10, 1887)  author- 
izing the  sup  rintendent  of  public  buildings  to 
hire  Congress  Hall,  Chaiiestown,  for  five  years 
at  an  annual  rental  of  §1200,  to  be  used  as  an 
armory  by  Company  A,  Fifth  Regiment.  M.  V.  M. 

Report  accepted  and  said  order  passed  in  con- 
currence. 

Mr.  C.  C.  Powers  moved  to  reconsider  the  pas- 
sage of  all  orders  offered  by  him,  hoping  it  would 
not  prevail ;  lost. 

IMPROVED     SEWERAGE. 

Mr.  AYhitmore  called  up  the  special  assign- 
ment, viz: 

38.  Order  for  city  architect  to  proceed  with  the 
erection  of  the  dwelling-houses  on  the  city  land 
at  the  pumping  station,  Old  Harbor  Point. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  to  the 
Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  Wilson  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands : 

Report  and  order— That  His  Honor  the  Mayor 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  execute  in 
the  name  and  behalf  of  the  city,  for  a  nominal 
consideration,  a  confirmatory  deed  to  James 
McCue  of  an  estate  on  Tennyson  street,  con- 
veyed to  said  McCue  by  the  city  by  deed  dated 
Oct.  25,  1869,  in  which  deed  the  granted  prem- 
ises are  erroneously  described  as  bounding  on 
Berlin  street  instead  of  on  said  Tennyson  street. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed.  Mr.  Wilson 
moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

Report  and  order — That  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  author- 
ized to  lease,  subject  to  disapproval  of  the  may- 
or, for  a  term  of  years,  and  at  such  rental  and 
upon  such  conditions  as  they  shall  consider  to 
be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  city,  the  estate 
belonging  to  the  city  of  Boston  on  Water  street, 
at  the  corner  of  Washington  street. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed.  Mr.  Wilson 
moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

Report  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  order  (re- 
ported to,  and  passed  by  Board  of  Aldermen 
Jan.  31,  1887,  and  referred  Feb.  3)  authorizing  the 
mayor  to  execute  a  lease  to  the  Boston  &  Albany 
Railroad  Corporation  of  the  land  under  the 
elevated  portion  of  Broadway  bridge  between 
Lehigh  street  and  the  channel. 

Report  accepted  and  sent  up,  and  said  order 
passed  in  concurrence.  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to 
reconsider,  lost. 

Mr.  Leary— I  move  that  we  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  Blume— I  would  like  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment, that  we  adjourn  for  two  weeks. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
a  motion  to  adjourn  is  not  amendable. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  carried,  and  the 
Council  was  declared  abjourned  at  10.31  P.M. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Monday,  Feb.  28,  1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
4  P.M.,  Aid.  Donovan,  chairman,  presiding,  and 
all  the  members  present. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll,  the  reading  of  the 
record  of  last  meeting  was  dispensed  with. 

HEARINGS  ON  ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

1.  Petition  of  Augustus  Myers  for  leave  to  pro- 
ject a  bay  window  from  building  on  Washington 
street,  Roslindale.  No  objections.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings (Aid.) 

2.  Petition  of  Boston  Wharf  Company,  for 
leave  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  steam  engine 
of  80-horse  power,  at  A  street,  corner  of  Congress 
street.  No  objections.  Referred  to  Committee 
on  Steam  Engines. 

Suburban  Street  Railway. 

3.  Petition  of  Suburban  Street  Railway  Com- 
pany, for  locations  in  West  Chester  Park,  Bea- 
con, Park,  Arlington  and  Marlboro  streets. 

Henry  D.  Hyde  and  P.  A.  Collins  appeared  on 
behalf  of  the  petitioners. 

A.  E.  Pillsbury  appeared  for  David  Nevins,  a 
property  holder  on  Beacon  street,  who  favors 
the  granting  of  the  petition. 

Linus  M.  Child  conducted  the  case  for  the  re- 
monstrants.   The  remonstrants  were  first  heard. 

Calvin  A.  Richards,  president  of  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad  Company,  first  addressed  the 
Board.  He  said  that  the  company  which  comes 
as  a  petitioner  has  carefully  avoided  in  this  pe- 
tition asking  for  the  use  of  any  of  the  tracks  of 
the  Metropolitan  company,  while  it  certainly 
shows  its  intention  of  ultimately  using  those 
tracks  by  asking  to  connect  with  them.  Until 
such  a  request  is  made  he  has  very  little  to  say, 
but  at  that  time  he  proposes  to  have  a  good  deal 
to  say.  One  new  company  has  asked  for  an  ex- 
tension of  a  location  from  that  of  another 
company  which  carries  them  over  the  Mill- 
dam,  so  called,  and  over  West  Chester 
Park  to  the  foot  of  Marlborough  street. 
Then  another  company,  which  he  under- 
stands is  an  offshoot  of  this  company, 
proposes  to  skip  over  a  part  of  Marlborough 
street  and  take  that  portion  of  it  that  is 
now  unoccupied  by  tracks  and  go  through  Marl- 
borough street  to  Arlington,  through  Arlington 
to  Beacon,  and  through  Beacon  up  the  hill  to 
Park  street.  The  Metropolitan  railroad  has 
presented  a  petition  to  be  allowed  to  use  that 
part  of  Marlborough,  Arlington,  and  Beacon 
streets  to  Charles  street,  and  it  seems  hardly 
right  that  he  should  sit  quiet  and  see  the 
Suburban  railway  ask  for  this  location.  That 
railway  has  a  design  and  a  plan  which  must 
be  patent  to  everybody,  because  while  now  it 
begins  nowhere  and  ends  in  nothing,  under  this 
petition,  certainly  what  future  advantages  it  is 
to  have  in  its  tracks  must  be  drawn  from  and 
used  on  the  tracks  of  the  company  he  represents. 
But  until  it  asks  for  that  directly,  lie  can  only 
ask  that  if  the  location  now  sought  be  granted 
it  be  with  a  right  to  the  Metropolitan  road  to 
use  that  portion  of  the  tracks  from  Clarendon 
through  Marlborough  and  Arlington  streets 
and  on  to  Beacon  street  as  far  as  Charles  street. 
The  desire  of  his  road  is  to  run  a  line  from 
the  Back  Bay  to  the  northern  depots,  and 
it  it  is  proposed  to  run  it  through  that  portion 
of  Arlington  and  Beacon  streets  to  Charles, 
and  then  on  through  Charles  and  North  Charles 
to  the  depots,  and  return  that  way.  If  it 
is  desired  to  run  another  car  from  any  part  of 
t  he  Back  Bay,  it  must  be  run  some  other  way 
than  on  Tremont  street.  The  time  has  come 
when  no  more  cars  can  be  run  on  that  street, 
and  his  corporation  has,  in  the  last  year,  ex- 
pended very  large  sums  of  monev  to  track  other 
streets  and  to  get  other  routes  and  to  form  other 
ways  of  getting  down  town  than  to  place  more 
cars  on  Tremont  street.  Therefore,  he  submit- 
ted, that  in  case  the  petition  of  the  Suburban 
Company  be  granted,  it  would  be  no  more  than 
just,  with  the  petition  from  the  Metropolitan 


railroad  already  filed,  that  the  company  should 
have  a  right  to  enter  with  its  cars  the  tracks  in 
question  and  use  them  together  with  the  Sub- 
urban Company.  The  petition  also  recites  a  de- 
sire, if  he  heard  it  aright,  for  a  location  on 
Brighton  avenue.  But  there  is  before  the  alder- 
men a  petition  of  his  company,  presented  last 
year,  for  leave  to  rim  over  the  Milldam  and  out 
through  Brighton  avenue.  Before  the  petition 
of  the  Suburban  Company  is  granted,  lie  asked 
that  the  Board  will  consider  that  some  other 
road  may  have  some  rights,  wants  and  desires, 
and  that  the  Metropolitan  petition  came  first. 
He  asked  the  aldermen  not  to  forget  Auld  Lang 
Syne  for  the  new  railroads. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Hyde,  Mr.  Richards  spoke  of  a 
need  for  more  cars  on  Huntington  avenue  and 
of  a  division  of  the  Back  Bay  line  after  the 
Boylston-street  bridge  is  completed.  He  also 
urged  that  no  additional  ears  be  run  on  Tremont 
street,  and  that  lie  hardly  considers  Beacon  Hill 
proper  to  run  horse  cars  on. 

William  Endicott  was  the  first  speaker  on  be- 
half of  the  remonstrants.  He  spoke  of  the  very 
constant  use  of  Park  street,  which  is  an  outlet 
for  some  other  streets  that  are  very  much  occu- 
pied. To  show  how  extensive  this  is,  he  said 
that  he  recently  had  the  vehicles  passing  up 
Park  street  in  four  hours  in  the  afternoon  count- 
ed. There  were  72  teams  and  G57  carriages,  a 
total  of  731,  about  200  per  hour.  It  is  evident 
that  if  two  horse  car  tracks  were  located  there, 
with  the  cars  standing  there  more  or  less  time, 
the  street  would  be  almost  impassable,  would  be 
practically  closed  to  public  travel.  At  Park- 
street  Church  the  street  measures  only  2-1  feet  7, 
and  at  the  Union  Club  about  27  feet  4.  A  street 
24  feet  wide  with  two  horse  car  tracks  leaves 
very  little  room  for  carriage  travel,  and  there 
would  practically  be  a  block  all  the  time. 
Then,  again,  the  access  to  the  northern  depots 
is  very  largely  up  Park  street  from  Winter 
street  and  Temple  place  and  that  section  of  the 
city.  The  city  has  lieen  at  considerable  expense 
in  widening  Staniford  street  to  facilitate  that 
travel.  To  widen  Staniford  street  and  close  up 
Park  street  would  be  very  much  like  widening 
the  big  end  of  a  tunnel  and  narrowing  the  small 
end.  Again,  there  is  a  very  great  travel  down 
Beacon  street,  which  is  almost  the  only  street 
where  a  person  can  drive,  and  there,  from  8  to 
6,  564  teams  and  1469  carriages,  a  total  of  2033  ve- 
hicles, have  been  counted.  That  is  a  little  more 
than  200  per  hour.  Of  course  a  very  large  part  of 
the  travel  is  business  travel,  which  goes  that 
way  to  avoid  Tremont  street,  and  a  part  of  it 
might  be  called  pleasure  travel.  Many  people  in 
a  large  city  like  to  take  drives,  and  it  seems  rea- 
sonable that  there  should  be  one  road  left  out  of 
Boston  on  which,  when  sleighing  is  good,  people 
can  take  sleigh  rides,  and  it  is  almost  a  neces- 
sity that  it  should  be  so.  With  two  horse-car 
tracks  there  would  be  no  room  left  for  sleigh- 
ing. Mr.  Endicott  referred  to  the  gap  on 
Beacon  street  between  the  ends  of  the  location 
previously  granted  and  of  that  now  asked  lor, 
saying  that  it  is  very  evident  that  if  this  petition 
is  granted,  it  will  not  be  long  before  the  gap  will 
be  closed,  before  the  whole  of  Beacon  street  will 
be  filled  with  tracks.  The  purpose  of  this  rail- 
way he  supposes  is  to  aid  the  sale  of  lands  that 
have  been  acquired  by  the  West  End  Land 
Company,  mainly  of  Brookline.  The  Board 
should  consider,  he  thought,  whether  it  is  really 
to  the  advantage  of  Boston  to  build  up  a  terri- 
tory outside  of  Boston.  Every  man  who  builds 
a  house  there  probably  leaves  a  house  in  Boston, 
and  almost  every  one  who  becomes  a  taxpayer 
in  Brookline  ceases  to  become  one  in  Boston.  Is 
it  policy  for  the  city  to  drive  away  its  own  citi- 
zens, to  offer  extra  inducements  to  them  to  go 
out  or  town  rather  than  to  remain  in  town?  He 
does  not  believe  it  is  expedient  for  the  city  to 
facilitate  the  sale  and  settlement  of  lands  in 
Brookline  at  the  expense  of  itself ;  it  would  cer- 
tainly not  lessen  our  taxes,  and  would  help  the 
Brookline  taxes.  If  the  question  were  merely 
one  of  accommodating  Brookline  passen- 
gers, he  supposes  the  Metropolitan  road 
could  extend  its  tracks  and  accommodate 
them  with  less  addition  to  the  number 
of  cars  than  would  result  from  two  com- 
panies doing  the  same  business.  It  should 
be  remembered,  also,  that  the  tax  rate  in  Brook- 
line is  about  22  per  cent  less  than  the  rate  in 
Boston,  and  this  would  be  an  additional  induce- 
ment for  people  to  go  out  there  to  settle,  build 
and  live.    And  if  the  convenience  of  access  to 
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Brookline  is  increased,  the  tendency  of  people 
to  move  out  of  town  is  increased.  So  far  from 
the  public  convenience  requiring  the  location  of 
these  proposed  tracks,  it  would  be  very  greatly 
to  the  inconvenience  of  the  public. 

In  answer  to  Mr.  Hyde,  Mr.  Endicott  said  that 
sooner  than  take  the  course  proposed  he  would 
widen  Boylston  and  Tremont  streets  by  taking  a 
strip  off  the  Common,  so  as  to  allow  room  for 
four  tracks  instead  of  two.  That  is  a  necessity 
already.  He  also  thinks  it  important  that  the 
sidewalk  round  the  Common  should  be  restored, 
and  this  would  be  a  convenience  to  persons 
entering  and  leaving  cars. 

Mr.  Kimball,  chairman  of  the  Prudential 
Committee  of  the  Park-street  Church,  appeared 
as  a  representative  of  that  church,  ana  as  a 
business  man  of  Boston  for  nearly  30  years,  to 
oppose  the  granting  of  the  location  asked  for. 
He  has  from  time  to  time,  he  said,  noticed  the 
aggressions  of  the  street  railroads,  taking  pos- 
session of  our  streets,  until  we  have  now  only 
one  avenue  out  of  Boston  over  which  we  can 
drive  comfortably,  either  in  summer  or  in 
winter.  It  does  seem  that  it  is  time  to  stop  here 
and  preserve  in  this  grand  old  city  one  avenue 
out  of  which  we  can  pass  into  the  surrounding 
country  undisturbed  by  railroad  tracks  and 
switches.  To  him,  and  with  all  deference  and 
respect  to  the  counsel  on  the  other  side,  it  would 
seem  unnessary  to  ask  whether  or  not,  in  order 
to  accommodate  the  growing  population  in  the 
Back  Bay  and  the  extended  portions  of  the 
Back  Bay,  we  shall  take  this  last  avenue 
in  Boston.  The  question  is  not  at  all  to  lie 
considered.  We  never  should  consider  it. 
but  should  find  some  other  way  to  give  the  ac- 
commodation. He  was  not  present,  however,  to 
be  led  into  any  critical  spot  by  questionings  as 
to  how  this  can  be  done,  but  to  stand  as  a  Boston 
business  man,  as  a  lover  of  the  grand  old  city 
and  its  old  avenues,  and  of  all  others  Beacon 
street  and  Park  street  for  their  associations,  and 
say  that  in  no  event  would  he  have  those  streets 
used  for  railroad  tracks.  He  would  let  the  peo- 
ple of  the  territory  beyond  the  Back  Bay  cross 
over  into  Cambridge  and  go  over  Craigie's 
bridge,  even  if  it  took  them  half  an  hour  longer 
to  come  into  Boston,  before  he  would  desecrate, 
ruin  and  destroy  Beacon  street  and  Park  street. 
[Applause.] 

The  Chairman  said  no  applause  can  be  allowed 
at  the  hearing. 

Mr.  Kimball  proceeded  with  his  statement. 
He  said  that  he  was  not  ashamed  to  face  any 
man  in  Boston,  any  lawyer  in  Boston,  or  any 
moneyed  man,  any  capitalist,  any  syndicate,  any 
oil  company  on  this  question.  Has  the  time 
come,  he  asked,  that  grand  old  Boston,  whose 
influence  and  power  have  been  felt  throughout 
this  globe,  shall  yield  the  grandest  and  most 
beautiful  avenue,  the  home  of  so  many  honored 
names,  so  many  splendid  merchants  of  Boston— 
and  some  of  them  and  their  descendants  stand 
here  today  to  oppose  this  thing?  There  exists 
today,  he  believes,  no  cause  for  the  action  asked 
for.  Perhaps  I  am  prejudiced,  he  said,  I  feel 
very  sensitive  in  this  matter,  but  to  my  mind 
there  has  been  nothing  developed  of  necessity 
for  this  thing.  And,  he  continued,  there  being 
no  necessity  for  it,  no  benefit  from  it  can  accrue 
to  any  Boston  man,  except  the  sale  at  high 
prices  of  outlying  lands.  His  third  objection  is 
that  at  least  !)0  per  cent,  and  he  thought  he 
might  say  95  per  cent,  of  the  residents  of  Beacon 
street  and  Park  street,  and  property  owners 
there,  including  the  venerable  society  which  he 
represents,  object  to  this  thing.  How  can  you 
drive  into  Park  street  from  Tremont  street  with 
two  ears  standing  abreast  on  a  street  lit  feet 
wide?  It  requires,  he  thought,  20  feet  for  two 
cars  abreast,  and  this  leaves  only  lour  feet.  The 
next  step  to  granting  this  location  will  be  to 
widen  Park  street,  probably  IJeacon  street,  and 
tear  off  part  of  the  Common.  I  would  not  tear 
one  iota  off,  he  said.  It  should  stand  there  as 
long  as  Boston  stands.  Boston!  What  does 
Boston  mean?  What  is  there  hound  up  in  the 
name  of  Boston?  And  what  has  ever  been  the, 
desire  and  wish  of  those  who  loved  Boston,  who 
have  stood  and  honored  Boston  and  gone  to 
their  reward?  It  is,  keep  the  Common  unim- 
paired. A  way  out  of  the  difficulty  can  be 
found,  he  feels  sure,  without  doing  what  is  now 
proposed. 

Tne  proposed  location  will  encroach  very 
badly  upon  Park  street,  and  will  be  a  great  dam- 
age to  the  society  which  lie  represents.    There 


are  seven  petitioners  for  the  location,  and  one 
gentleman  says  there  are  3000  remonstrants; 
Who  are  the  petitioners?  These  are  the  names 
of  honorable  men,  men  of  wealth,  influence, 
power,  men  of  wealthy,  powerful,  and  strong 
connections,  and  they  come  with  their  seven 
names.  We,  many  of  us  poor  people,  who  are 
working  hard  for  our  daily  bread,  have  a  little 
home  on  the  corner  of  Tremont  and  Park  streets 
that  we  reverence,  cherish,  and  enjoy.  Put  the 
railroad  on  Park  street  and  the  church  property 
will  almost  be  untenable,  and  we  shall  have  to 
go  somewhere  else,  which  we  don't  want  to  do. 
We  ask  the  Board  to  let  us  stay  there.  Is  the 
object  of  this  petition  to  benefit  the  poor  of 
Boston?  If  it  is  we  will  go  away  and  sacri- 
fice the  interests  of  Park-street  Church,  and 
we  can't  do  a  better  missionary  act  than 
to  provide  some  way  whereby  many  a  young 
man'  and  woman  can  get  the  home  of  their 
own  which  they  want,  but  cannot  get  in 
Boston.  But  is  this  the  object?  Is  it  not  because 
land  that  is  today  not  worth  more  than  10  or  15 
cents  afoot  will  be  worth  $1.50  a  foot?  Is  not 
that  the  essence  and  truth  of  the  whole  thing? 
In  answer  to  Mr.  Hyde,  Mr.  Kimball  said  that  in 
he  resides  in  the  winter  on  Mount  Vernon  street 
and  in  summer  in  Arlington,  where  he  pays  his 
taxes.  He  stated  that  he  appeared  as  a  represen- 
tative of  Park-street  Church  ;  not  that  he  was  a 
citizen  of  Boston,  but  that  he  has  been  a  busi- 
ness man  in  Boston  for  30  years.  How  many  of 
the  seven  petitioners  are  residents  of  Boston?  he 
asked  of  Mr.  Hyde,  who  replied  that  a  majority 
were,  Messrs.  Pope,  Braman  and  Baker  and  him- 
self. 

In  answer  to  Mr.  Pillsbury,  Mr.  Kimball  stated 
that  bis  information  as  to  the  number  of  remon 
strants  on  Beacon  street  is  such  that  it  was  sale 
for  him  to  make  the  statement  that  he  did.  It 
is  comparative,  not  definite  knowledge. 

Statements  as  to  the  number  of  remonstrants 
or  petitioners  in  aid  were  objected  to  by  Aid. 
Carroll,  and  ruled  out  of  order  on  the  ground 
that  they  were  not  before  the  Board,  but  before 
the  Railroad  Committee. 

Ex-Alderman  Lucius  Slade,  one  of  the  signers 
of  the  remonstrance,  next  addressed  the  Board. 
He  had  always  said,  he  urged,  that  an  outlet 
must  be  got  somewhere  to  go  out  to  Brookline, 
and  that  when  the  Back  Bay  was  rilled  and  the 
streets  were  open,  then  would  be  the  time  that 
an  opening  must  he  made  to  carry  the  railroad 
out  to  Brookline;  but.  as  a  member  of  the  Board, 
he  always  said  that  he  would  never  vote  to  put 
a  horse  railroad  on  Beacon  street.    If  the  Metro- 

tiolitan  petition  to  extend  their  line  out  over 
Seacon  street  to  Brookline  had  been  acted  upon 
he  should  never  have  signed  the  remonstrance. 
His  objection  to  putting  tracks  on  Beacon  street 
is  not  because  of  the  people  who  live  on  it,  or 
the  character  of  the  street  simply,  but  because 
for  the  men,  poor  and  rich,  who  own  teams, 
there  is  no  way  to  get  out  of  Boston  except  to  go 
on  Beaeon  street  and  Brighton  avenue,  without 
running  over  horse  railroads.  This  syndicate 
he  looks  upon  as  simply  for  speculation,  to  bring 
land  into  the  market  and  dispose  of  it  for  their 
benefit  and  the  benefit  of  the  stockholders. 

Dr.  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes  was  then  called 
upon  by  Mr.  Childs.  I  came  because  I  was 
urgently  solicited  to  come,  said  he,  and  with  the 
idea  of  listening  and  not  of  speaking.  A  gentle- 
man spoke  to  me  just  now  and  said  that  I  was  to 
get  up,  to  whom  I  answered  that  I  bad  nothing 
to  say,  and  his  reply  was,  say  it.  I  have  some- 
thing to  say,  but  nothing  new.  in  the  argu- 
ments that  1  have  heard,  two  struck  me  as  suffi- 
cient for  the  present  purpose.  The  first  is  the 
argument  of  convenience.  It  strikes  me  that  the 
crowding  of  Park  street  would  he  a  very  great 
inconvenience.  I  know  something  of  Park 
street.  My  publishers  are  there,  and-  I  am 
a  frequent  visitor  to  No.  5,  and  I  know 
what  the  condition  of  that  street  is.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  it  would  be  a  very  great  inconven- 
ience to  have  a  double  track  through  thai 
street.  My  second  objection  is  one  which,  of 
course,  has  been  anticipated  by  all  and  been 
eloquently  expounded  by  one  at  least  of  the 
gentlemen  who  have  addressed  you,  and  that  is 
the  effect  that  it  would  have  m  marring  the 
beauty  of  this  city.  It  is  not  certain,  at  least 
Cor  some  time,  that  the  Common  would  be  en- 
dangered. Whenever  1  think  of  the  possibility 
of  that  my  feelings  as  an  old  Bostonian  arc  pro- 
foundly excited.  I  say  as  an  old  Bostonian.  If 
I  were  not  a  very  old  Bostonian  I  would  not 
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have  got  up  here  today.  But  I  have  lived  in 
this  city  50  years — although  not  born  in  it,  I  was 
born  within  eight  miles  of  it— and  many  of  my 
ancestors  lived  here  before  me,  and  the  beauty 
and  the  recollections  that  belong  to  this  city 
are  very  dear  to  me,  as  they  are  to  a  great  many 
others,  not  only  of  my  generation,  but  of  the 
generation  that  comes  next  to  me,  and,  I  hope, 
some  of  the  third  generation.  This  city  was  to 
our  mind  an  exceptionally  beautiful  one.  It 
has  points  about  it  that  we  have  to  look  a  great 
way  to  rind  anything  to  compare  with.  The 
Common,  inclosed  like  a  jewel,  set  all  round 
with  beautiful  houses  in  the  heart  of 
the  city:  the  expanse  ol  water  behind  it.  I  have 
to  go  to  Hamburg  or  to  Venice  to  find  anything 
that  compares  with  that  expanse  of  water  which 
we  have  behind  the  houses  in  which  I  live,  for  I 
live  on  Beacon  street,  between  Dartmouth  and 
Exeter  streets,  and  the  railroad,  as  I  understand 
it,  does  not  touch  that  section  at  all  on  this  peti- 
tion. I  only  wish  to  say  that  I,  at  least,  am  not 
immediately  and  personally  interested  in  that 
way.  It  is  true  that  I  have  a  near  relative  living 
on  the  slope  of  Beacon  hill,  but  that  only  gives 
me  a  greater  interest  in  all  that  relates  to  the 
beauty  in  which  he  lives,  in  which  he  is  not  alone 
concerned,  but  a  large  fraction  of  the  best  por- 
tion of  our  population  live  there,  who  have  as 
much  right  to  it  as  any  other  fraction,  and  they 
alike  are  interested  in  the  integrity  of  this  street. 
But  not  only  they.  I  see  a  large  number  of  ve- 
hicles, at  all  seasons,  passing  by  my  windows, 
and  I  know  a  great  many  of  them  go  down  Bea- 
con hill.  It  is  somewhat  a  dangerous  declivity 
as  it  is,  but  it  would  be  still  more  dangerous  if  it 
is  going  to  be  encumbered  with  rails.  I  do  think 
that  any  Bostonian  who  takes  a  pride  in  the  city 
as  he  looks  up  the  slope  toward  the  State 
House,  as  he  looks  down  on  the  new  built  city, 
feels  that  his  avenue  is  something  to  be 
proud  of.  It  is  a  kind  of  monumental  series  of 
structures  recalling  the  past.  These  movements 
of  destruction  should  be  well  pondered,  because 
they  are  never  repaired :  they  never  can  be  re- 
paired after  they  have  once  gone  into  operation. 
If  you  break  the  integrity,  the  beauty,  the  per- 
fection of  that  one  avenue,  broadly  expanding, 
it  is  gone  and  you  can  never  have  it  back  again. 
And  this  movement  that  seems  to  be  so  simple 
may  end  by  turning  that  whole  street,  not,  per- 
haps, into  a  business  street,  for,  if  I  understand 
aright,  the  slope  is  not  favorable— I  am  not  prac- 
tical, as  some  of  you  are,  but  I  think  the  slope  is 
not  favorable  to  business — but  degrading  the 
character  of  the  residences,  which  are  now  the 
most  beautiful  in  Boston,  probably  rendering  it 
no  longer  a  street  of  beautiful  palaces,  as  you 
may  call  them,  but  of  indifferent  boarding 
houses.  The  street  will  be  in  danger  of  losing 
its  beautiful  and,  I  will  call  it  so,  its  monu- 
mental character.  That  is  all  sentiment!  If  I 
was  not  pretty  well  filled  with  sentiment  I 
should  fail  to  be  a  Bostonian,  for  Boston  is  the 
natural  home  of  sentiment,  and  always  has 
been.  It  has  been  the  home  of  the  sentiment  of 
liberty  and  beauty.  It  is  proud  of  its  beauty, 
and  I  hope  we  shall  keep  its  beauty,  as  much  as 
I  hope  we  shall  keep  its  liberties,  which  I  hope 
we  all  agree  ought  to  be  immortal.  That  is  all 
I  have  to  say,  but  then  I  was  willing  to  say  it. 

Mr.  Ezra  Farnsworth  appeared  as  a  remon- 
strant, speaking  as  a  business  man  of  Boston,  as 
an  old  citizen,  and  as  a  member  of  Park-street 
Church.  He  seconded  most  heartily  what  Dr. 
Holmes  had  said.  Mr.  Farnsworth's  statements 
were  largely  in  regard  to  the  church,  which, 
with  its  associations,  and  with  its  location  in  a 
place  where  it  attracts  so  large  a  congregation, 
he  does  not  desire  to  see  rendered  useless  for  the 
purpose  for  which  it  was  designed  and  is  now 
held.  The  question  is,  he  said,  whether  what  is 
dearer  to  us  than  money  shall  be  sacrificed  to 
help  boost  up  a  land  scheme.  How  people  who 
build  a  great  place  out  beyond  West  Chester 
Park  shall  get  into  Boston  he  does  not  care.  He 
has  not  got  to  provide  a  way  to  get  them  into 
Boston.  But  he  hopes  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
will  do  nothing  to  injure  him  or  his  property  or 
his  interest  to  help  the  West  End  Land  Com- 
pany or  anybody  else.  Don't  you  destroy  the 
Park-street  Church,  he  said.  Don't  you  do  it. 
Don't  you  do  it,  at  your  peril.  We  have  a  prop- 
erty there  that  is  worth  more  than  money. 

Henry  Higginson  urged  that  the  horse  rail- 
roads own  all  the  avenues  but  one,  and  had 
better  not  be  so  greedy  as  to  want  them  all.  He 
said   that  if   the  Aldermen  should  say  to  the 


horse-railroad  companies  that  if  they  did  not 
get  together  on  some  terms,  consolidate,  so  that 
the  city  can  he  served  properly,  they  will  take 
them  out  and  put  somebody  else  in.  Tremont 
street  would  be  relieved,  Mr.  Richards  can  do 
the  business  with  one  fourth  the  cars  that  are  on 
there ;  so  can  anybody  else.  That  is  the  remedy 
for  things,  it  seems  to  him.  If  the  demand  to 
get  into  town  from  the  Back  Bay  is  so  excessive, 
entrance  can  be  had  through  some  of  the  lower 
streets.  There  is  room  enough,  and  until  it  is 
proved  to  the  contrary,  he  maintains  that  if  one 
company,  and  only  one,  runs  the  cars  over  Wash- 
ington and  Tremont  streets,  we  shall  have  room 
enough. 

Mr.  Laurence  Curtis  urged  that  people  very 
often  petition  for  a  great  deal  more  than  they 
have  any  idea  of  getting.  On  that  presumption 
he  does  not  believe  that  these  petitioners  expect 
to  get  what  they  have  asked  for,  but  have  set 
their  demands  high  in  order  to  be  satisfied  with 
less  than  they  are  asking  for.  A  way  may  be 
found  to  reach  the  middle  of  the  city  from  the 
lines  of  the  .petitioners  and  their  associates 
without  passing  over  Beacon  street,  by  passing 
behind  the  houses  on  Beacon  street,  and  that 
would  probably  stave  off  a  great  deal  of  the  op- 
position that  has  been  developed  at  this  hearing. 
On  the  question  of  practical  value,  he  urged 
that  it  will  be  worth  a  great  deal  of  money  to 
the  petitioners  to  get  this  privilege,  and  they  can 
afford  to  buy  at  a  very  high  figure  the  privilege 
which  they  ask  as  a  gift.  Perhaps  they  will  pay 
to  the  city  §1,000,000  today  for  the  privilege 
which  they  are  asking  for  nothing.  He  opposed 
closing  up  this  avenue  with  horse  car  tracks, 
saying  that  in  a  few  years  we  shall  not  have  any 
driving  road  at  all.  But  if  an  exigency  should 
arise  which  should  demand  tracks  in  those 
streets  a  very  high  price  should  be  charged  for 
the  privilege. 

Charles  A.  Welch  claimed  that  it  would  be  a 
great  injury  to  Beacon  street  to  run  horse  car 
tracks  through  it,  and  said  that  he  does  not 
think  it  would  be  possible  to  do  it  without  in- 
fringing upon  the  Common.  The  tracks  would 
destroy  the  best  and  most  beautiful  avenue  that 
we  have  out  of  the  city,  and  at  the  same  time 
destroy  the  Common  and  Public  Garden.  AVhen 
travel  has  increased  will  be  time  enough  to  put 
tracks  in  that  street,  but  the  location  is  asked 
for  to  increase  the  travel  by  building,  etc.,  at 
the  end  of  the  route.  A  large  quantity  of  land 
would  be  brought  into  the  market,  they  say,  but 
Boston  has  now  a  vast  quantity  of  land  unused 
in  Dorchester  and  that  way,  and  that  should  be 
considered. 

J.  R.  Coolidge  said  the  petition  is  not  the  gen- 
eral expression  of  any  desire  of  people  outside 
the  city  who  want  to  get  in.  The  remonstrance 
represents  the  sentiments  of  people  in  Boston. 
Let  the  petitioners  sell  their  land  and  get  it  set- 
tled, and  then  get  a  general  demand  on  thepart 
of  citizens  of  Boston  in  favor  of  the  location.  Then 
and  not  till  then  could  it  be  said  that  public 
necessity  and  convenience  required  the  location. 

Aid.  Maguire  desired  that  Hon.  Moody  Mer- 
rill be  called  to  give  his  view,  but  the  chairman 
ruled  that  this  hearing  was  to  the  remonstrants, 
and  it  would  not  be  in  order,  except  by  special 
vote  of  the  Board,  to  call  any  one. 

Arthur  T.  Lyman  contended  that  horse  rail- 
roads are  located  for  public  convenience ;  in  such 
cases  private  rights  must  give  way.  But  this 
location  will,  as  is  shown  by  the  testimony,  be  a 
public  nuisance  instead  of  a  convenience. 

Parker  C.  Chandler,  representing  certain  prop- 
erty owners  on  Beacon  street,  said  the  practical 
hard-headed  question  was  if  the  Board  proposed 
to  send  out  to  Brookline  to  build  houses  people 
who  would  build  houses  in  Boston.  It  is  the 
only  way  they  can  get  into  the  city,  and  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  Board,  as  representing  the  city  of 
Boston,  to  stop  their  getting  in  that  way.  The 
taxable  value  of  land  in  the  city  will  be  de- 
creased, and  people  will  be  taken  out  of  the  city 
who  would  pay  taxes  here — these  two  reasons 
are  sufficient.  The  remonstrants  ask  for  protec- 
tion against  the  town  of  Brookline.  In  the  in- 
terest of  fair  play  he  requested  that  the  remon- 
strants have  an  opportunity  to  answer  the  peti- 
tioners after  they  have  explained  their  case. 

Mr.  Thomas  Riley  said:  1  pay  taxes  in  Boston 
only,  and,  unlike  Mr.  Hyde  and  those  of  his  in- 
clining, I  have  not  any  summer  residence  that  I 
can  go  to  about  the  first  of  May.  I  have  a  good 
deal  of  interest  in  this  good  and  beautiful  city 
of  Boston.    I  roamed  en  the  Common  as  a  boy, 
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and  get  pretty  close  to  it,  if  not  on  it,  almost 
every  day,  and' I  must  confess  that  the  senti- 
mental aspect  appeals  to  me  as  strongly  as  to 
any  other.  But  that  has  been  put  in  more 
strongly  and  far  more  eloquently  by  the  incom- 
parable Bostonian  and  American.  Dr.  Holmes, 
than  anybody  else  could.  So  I  will  confine  my- 
self, simply,  to  what  I  regard  as  a  land  specula- 
tion, about  which  many  gentlemen  have  been  a 
little  mealy-mouthed.  Ihis  is  one  of  the  tunes 
when  plain,  frank,  honest  words  are  the  best. 
The  petition,  I  understand,  shows  that  to  the 
naked  eye  there  are  but  seven  petitioners.  If 
they  were  erased,  perhaps,  and  a  microscope 
taken  in  order  to  view  the  petition,  names  other 
than  those  you  see  might  be  found  there. 
To  illustrate:  Once  upon  a  time  an  Irish- 
man saw  a  brother  Irishman  in  hot  pur- 
suit of  a  rabbit,  and  the  pursuer  had 
an  old  broken  unloaded  gun,  and  Pat  said  to 
him:  "Why,  what  are  you  running  after  that 
rabbit  for?  Your  gun  is  not  loaded  and  you 
can't  do  it  any  harm."  "Hush,"  said  the  other 
fellow,  "the  rabbit  doesn't  know  that."  [Laugh- 
ter.] Well,  now  I  mingle  among  politicians, 
more  or  less.  I  meet  them  in  the  highways  and 
in  the  byways,  and  I  have  been  among  them  for 
some  time,  and  I  think  as  a  Boston  boy  I  know 
something  about  the  politics  of  the  city  and  the 
horse  sense  of  the  people  of  Boston,  and  if  my 
friend  Hyde  and  my  esteemed  friend  Collins 
who  comes  here  in  hot  haste  because  of  some 
emergency  which  calls  him  here,  when  he  ought 
to  be  with  our  good  President  helping  him  to  rill 
the  vacancy  in  the  cabinet  [laughter],  if  thev 
would  bend  their  ears  close  to  the  ground  and 
hear  what  might  be  said  in  regard  to  this  peti- 
tion, they  might  hear  something  akin  to  this: 
The  Brookline  people,  led  by  a  gentleman  of 
ample  means  and  strong  business  associations, 
are  not  the  only  ones  interested  here.  It  is  being 
said  that,  no  matter  what  opposition  may  be 
met  with,  there  is  a  corporation,  and  a  strong 
one,  too — since  my  friend  has  mentioned  the 
word  oil,  I  repeat  it— a  strong  corporation  in 
another  State — the  Standard  Oil  Company 
—that  is  behind  or  to  be  behind  this,  and 
determined  to  overcome,  and  no  matter  how- 
money  and  means  are  ready  to  overcome  all  op- 
Sosition  and  impediments — and  when  that  is 
one  and  official  permission  be  granted,  to  go 
(and  about  that  I  care  less)  for  the  corporation 
headed  by  my  friend  Richards,  and  get  him  out 
of  the  way,  too.  Now,  sir,  I  submit  that  this  is 
a  dangerous  time  for  that.  The  great  and  beau- 
tiful city  of  New  York,  in  my  judgment,  after 
having  seen  some  of  the  old  world  cities,  per- 
haps after  Paris  the  handsomest  city  in  the 
world,    has  witnessed  a  singular  sight    lately. 

\n  official  body  saw  fit  to  give  away  a  fi-anchi.se 
worth  millions,  and  soon  after  the  people  rose 
up  in  their  might,  and  then  the  grand  jury  in- 
terposed, and  then  toppled  over  the  corporation, 
the  leaders  of  the  corporation  and  the  officials 
who  gave  the  charter.  Do  you  want  anything, 
Mr.  Chairman— honest  man  that  I  know  you  to 
be— do  you  want  anything  like  that  in  the  city 
of  Boston?  If  so,  in  some  quiet  and  magic  hour, 
let  those  petitioners  have  what  they  ask  for,  and 
it  seems  to  me  it  needs  not  the  spirit  of  proph- 
ecy to  sa>  that  soon  will  the  grand  jury  inter- 
vene, and  then  the  whole  thing  will  be  Investi- 
gated by  a  tribunal  greater  and  broader  than 
even  this  one — 

Aid.  Carrot,!.— Mr.  Chairman,  I  hope  the 
Chair  will  not  allow  the  speaker  to  proceed  in 
the  manner  in  which  he  has  been  talking. 
There  is  a  certain  dignity  and  respect  that  men 
in  this  Beard  ar<  entitled  t.-   and  if  intelligent 

enough  does  not  pervade  the  gentleman  who 
has  just  spoken,  I  hope  the  Chair  will  uphold 
the  dignity  of  the  Board  and  the  respect  to  which 
ihis  body  is  entitled  by  even  common  de- 
cency. 

Aid.  BROMWICH— I,  as  a  member  of  this 
Board,  will  not  sit  here  and  hearsuch  scurrilous 
threats  and  insinuations  of  a  very  strong  char- 
acter thrown  upon  members  of  this  Board  who  I 
believe  are  sitting  to  hear  any  and  all  honest 
remonstrances  that  may  be  made.  I  for  one 
believe  1  speak  the  minds  of  the  members  of 
this  Board  when  1  say  that  we  shall  certainly 
take  them  into  honest  consideration  without 
any  threats  or  insinuations  against  this  Board. 
If  they  should  think  proper,  after  sitting  and 
voting,  to  granf  the  petition,  we  are  not  to  be 
threatened  by  any  insinuations  of  anything  that 
has  happened  in  New  York.    I  will  not  sit  here 


for  one  moment  if  that  gentleman  is  allowed  to 
proceed  in  that  manner. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  desires  to  say  to 
Mr.  Riley  that  he  would  request  him  to  keep 
within  the  scope  of  the  question  before  the 
Board. 

Mr.  Riley— If  I  have  gone  beyond  the  require- 
ments of  the  rules  of  the  Board,  of  course  I  de- 
sire to  make  any  ample  apology.  1  desire  to  say 
now  to  any  alderman  that  by  my  allusions  to  the 
New  York  courts  I  did  not  intend  to  make  any 
insinuations  as  to  him.  That  was  not  my  point 
at  all.  But  this  is  a  public  body,  and  Alderman 
Bromwich  will  remember  that  the  people,  one 
of  whom  I  am,  make  and  unmake  aldermen 
and  tribunals  far  greater  than  this,  and  I  take  it 
that  the  time  has  not  yet  come  in  this  goodly 
city  of  Boston  when  a  citizen  may  not  come  be- 
fore his  aldermen  and  raise  his  voice  in  solemn 
warning  at  a  danger  that  menaces  and  threatens 
the  city.  Now,  at  the  time  the  alderman  inter- 
rupted me  I  was  about  through,  but  I  want  to 
say  that  if  I  had  thought  that  any  allusion  to 
the  New  York  courts  was  going  to  worry  him  a 
bit,  I  would  not  have  made  it. 

Aid.  Carroll — I  again  rise,  Mr.  Chairman, 
with  full  knowledge  of  and  honest  respect  for 
the  dignity  of  this  Board,  and  also  with  true  and 
honest  knowledge  of  ray  duty  as  a  citizen,  also 
with  a  true  and  honest  feeling  as  a  Boston  boy, 
born,  reared  and  educated  here,  with  mother, 
father,  wife  and  children  all  living  here,  to  repel 
any  such  insinuations,  and  to  hurl  back  to  the 
insulting  gentleman  the  mean  and  insulting 
language  he  has  used. 

The  Chairman— Does  the  gentleman  rise  to  a 
question  of  privilege? 

Aid.  Carroll- Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman— Then  the  alderman  may  pro- 
ceed. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  do  not  desire  to  enter  into 
any  controversy,  nor  to  make  any  defence  at 
this  time,  as  my  associates  at  this  Board  know 
me.  But  I  think  the  language  of  the  gentleman 
who  has  just  taken  his  seat  is  so  low  that  it 
should  not  even  be  heard  in  such  a  body  as  this, 
and  1  think  that  it  ought  to  be  stricken  from  the 
minutes  of  this  meeting.  That  is  my  desire,  Mr. 
Chairman,  on  rising.  I  stand  here  to  defend  the 
honor  of  the  members  of  this  Board  against  the 
mean  insinuations  which  he  has  made,  and 
which  every  honest  member  of  this  Board  and 
every  honest  man  in  the  community,  whether 
in  favor  of  the  petition  or  against  it,  will  admit 
is  insulting  in  every  sense,  no  matter  how  he  de- 
sires to  have  it  decided.  I  say  it  is  language  un- 
becoming to  the  gentleman,  and  if  it  were  in 
order  I  would  like  to  move  to  have  it  stricken 
from  the  minutes. 

This  (dosed  the  case  for  the  remonstrants. 

Mr.  Henry  1).  Hyde  opened  the  case  for  the 
petitioners.  About  last  July,  he  said,  he  was 
Invited  one  day  to  meet  his  friend,  Mr.  Henry 
M.  Whitney,  at  bis  office  at  India  wharf,  with 
another  friend,  Mr.  Brainan.  Mr.  Brainan,  Mr. 
Whitney  and  himself  had  for  many  years  been 
associated  as  trustees  of  two  land  associations 
on  the  Hack  Hay,  which  have'drawn  practically 
near  to  their  end.  Mr.  Whitney  then  said  that 
he  had  been  for  several  months  turning  his 
mind  to  an  improvement;  that  as  he  had 
turned  it  over  it  had  grown  in  interest,  and  thai 
was  to  give  to  Boston  a.  boulevard  or  avenuo 
that  should  be  substantially  an  exten- 
sion of  Commonwealth  avenue,  and  which 
should  give  in  our  suburbs  an  attraction  that 
we  had  not  yet  secured.  He  then  said  that 
individually,  without  consulting  anyone,  he  had 
purchased  very  large  tracts  Of  real  estate  on  Bea- 
con street,  leading  to  the  reservoir;  spoke  id'  his 
plans,  how  largely  be  had  thought  over  what  he 
hoped  to  accomplish,  and  asked  Mr.  Brainan  and 
myself  if  we  would  join  him.  We  turned  the 
matter  Over,  and  finally  told  him  that  we  would. 
We  then  invited  other  gontlemen  to  join  us. 
One  of  the  things  that  was  found  at  that  lime 
to  be  necessary  and  absolutely  iiidisponsa.ble  was 
what  he  had  felt,  as  a  resident  for  a  long  time, 
he  said,  and  what  many  others  have  felt,  that 
the  growth  of  Boston  to  the  westward  is  prac- 
tically checked  at  West  Chester  Park  for  lack  of 
transportation.  You  may  build  as  I'aron  Beacon 
Street  and  Commonwealth  avenue  as  the  en- 
trance to  the  park  ;  you  may  build  on  the  Other 
side  of  Huntington  avenue,  but  that  great    area 

of  land  lying  back  of  the  park  is  practically  inac- 
cessible unless  there  shall  be  street  railroads  to 
carry  the  people    when    they   shall    go   there   to 
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vesicle.  The  whole  area  of  land  on  Beacon 
street,  between  the  park  entrance  and  St.  Mary's 
street,  is  idle  and  vacant  today,  without 
any  transportation.  The  land  upon  Brighton 
avenue  on  both  sides  out  to  the  bridge  is  vacant, 
without  transportation.  The  improvement  that 
lies  beyond  in  the  widening  of  Brighton  avenue 
and  the  change  of  its  name  to  Massachusetts  and 
Commom wealth  avenues,  also  stands  idle  unless 
you  furnish  it  with  transportation.  That  fact  was 
interwoven  with  any  growth  that  should  come. 
The  city  has  already  made  an  appropriation  for 
the  nark  in  excess  of  the  amount  that  has  al- 
ready been  expended  there,  and  you  may  as  well 
turn  it  off  Long  wharf  if  you  are  going  to  say 
that  the  man  who  builds  a  house  on  the  further 
side  of  West  Chester  Park,  or  who  seeks  to  live 
on  Beacon  street  beyond  the  park  entrance, 
shall  not  have  equal  rights  to  reach  his  business 
with  the  gentlemen  who  are  favored  with  resi- 
dences this  side  of  Chester  Park.  There  is  a 
population  coming  in  there  that  you  can  count 
within  a  few  years  as  from  50,000  to  75,000,  and 
yet  some  gentlemen  would  say  here  that 
they  shall  have  no  means  of  coming  down 
town.  Mr.  Hyde  reviewed  the  events  subse- 
quent to  this  down  to  the  passage  of  the 
act  by  the  Legislature  and  the  presenta- 
tion of  this  petition,  speaking  of  contribu- 
tions of  land  toward  the  widening  of  Beacon 
street  that  cost  upward  of  $100,000,  and  the 
agreement  to  widen  the  bridge  over  the  Boston 
&  Albany  railroad  at  their  own  expense.  He 
continued  by  speaking  of  his  early  training  in 
Boston  under  Hon.  George  L.  Hillard  as  having 
been  such  that,  if  he  drank  in  any  sentiment,  it 
was  that  of  reverence  for  Boston,  her  beauty 
and  her  suburbs.  The  purpose  of  himself  and 
associates  is  not  to  injure  Boston,  he  said,  but  is 
one  that  it  is  believed  will  give  to  Boston  a  more 
beautiful  avenue  and  more  beautiful  surround- 
ings than  she  has.  He  blames  no  man  who  sees 
tit  to  build  up  the  cities  of  the  West  who  prefers 
to  make  his  money  there,  but  there  are  a  group 
of  young  men  here  who  believe  in  making  some 
money  in  Boston  by  improving  and  building  up 
the  city.  We  are  committed  to  it.  We  have 
put  a  large  amount  of  money  in  it.  We  mean 
to  put  more  in  it.  Let  any  of  the  present  re- 
monstrants tell  him  five  years  from  today 
whether  this  was  entered  upon  in  good  faith,  or 
whether  it  was  a  speculation  without  any 
reference  to  the  interests  of  Boston.  To  the 
question  of  what  the  transportation  required 
should  be,  there  was  but  one  answer,  that  it  mnst 
be  either  a  street  railroad  or  an  elevated  road. 
If  a  statement  as  to  the  number  of  gentlemen 
who  have  called  upon  him  and  said  that  as 
soon  as  the  railroad  was  completed  they  would 
build  out  there  was  made,  his  auditors  would 
be  surprised,  but  they  would  be  still  more  sur- 
prised if  they  heard  their  names.  We  are  talk- 
ing about  things  of  almost  the  immediate  pres- 
ei  t,  not  of  the  far  future.  Another  thing.  When 
this  project  was  broached  we  found  the  warmest 
support  without  having  a  dollar  of  interest  from 
Brighton,  which  has  twice  petitioned  the  Metro- 
politan road  for  railroad  accommodations  with- 
out having  to  go  through  Cambridge.  We  have 
a  location  already  granted  us,  and  it  is  going  to 
take  a  car  in  five  minutes  to  accommodate  the 
people.  We  came  lo  West  Chester  Park  expect 
ing  to  ask  for  nothing  more,  expecting  to  be 
called  upon  for  nothing  more,  but  when  we  got 
there  and  began  to  make  our  plans  for  coming 
down  town,  there  came  the  question  as  to  how 
we  should  deliver  the  passengers.  The  Metro- 
politan road  says  we  cannot  get  on  to  Tre- 
mont  street,  where  there  is  not  room  for  the 
cars  of  that  company  now,  leaving  out  of  the 
question  the  future  growth  of  the  Back  Bay 
territory.  It  was  a  staggerer.  What  could  we 
do?  We  went  to  work.  We  have  tried 
in  good  faith  to  find  any  and  every  solution 
of  that  question  that  is  possible  today  and  respect 
every  man's  sentiments  for  Boston,  his  property 
or  anything  else.  Where  shall  this  people  go? 
There  is  not  room  on  Tremont  street.  They  pay 
their  share  of  the  taxes,  they  have  the  same 
rights  as  gentlemen  in  other  parts  of  the  city. 
There  are  but  three  solutions  of  this  question, 
possibly  four,  with  a  surface  road.  One  is  the 
one  to  double  the  number  of  tracks  on  Tremont 
street  by  taking  off  part  of  the  Common.  As- 
suming that  as  a  practical  question,  although  it 
would  seem  as  horrible  as  to  go  on  Beacon 
street,  what  progress  can  be  made  with  four  cars 
running  passengers  right  into  eacli  other  all  the 


time?  The  cars  could  not  be  run  with  any 
speed ;  you  could  not  deliver  and  take  on  your 
passengers  and  make  any  progress.  That  plan 
is  wholly  impracticable.  What  next  is  there? 
A  location  across  the  Common,  but  we  regarded 
it  necessary  to  drop  that  and  a  tunnel  under  the 
Common,  but  then  you  have  got  to  come 
to  Charles  street  any  way,  and  there  would 
be  a  great  many  difficulties  in  getting  a  tunnel 
and  a  deliverance  from  it.  What  then  remains? 
There  we  were  at  West  Chester  Park,  with  a 
car  in  five  minutes.  What  sha  1  be  done? 
There  is  but  one  thing  and  that  is  to  put  a  track 
on  Beacon  street.  Fairly,  candidly,  there  is  a 
problem  to  solve.  I  ask  every  member  of  this 
Board,  he  said,  task  every  member  here  to  tell 
me  how  else  you  can  solve  it  except  by  putting  a 
street  railroad  on  Beacon  street,  just  as  is  pro- 
posed. No  man  has  been  able  to  solve  that.  If 
we  are  told  to  go  across  the  Common,  will  that 
suit  the  people  any  better?  Why  don't  you  tun- 
nel Beacon  street?  is  asked.  You  cannot  tunnel 
it  till  you  get  to  the  foot  of  Charles  street.  Why 
don't  you  take  the  street  back  of  the  houses  on 
Beacon  street?  Because  I  don't  know  of  any- 
thing that  would  be  so  utterly  attacking  what  is 
regarded  as  the  sentiment  of  Boston,  of  these 
people  who  have  the  Charles  river,  as  to  put  a 
track  at  the  back  of  their  houses,  and  it  is  private 
ground  also,  I  am  told.  Why  don't  yovi  go  up 
Mt.  Vernon  street?  Because  it  is  not  practicable 
without  a  tremendous  motive  power.  Beacon 
street  is  not  nearly  as  steep  as  Mt.  Vernon.  Mr. 
Hyde  then  submitted  comparative  figures  of  the 
width  of  the  streets  where  it  is  proposed  to  lay 
tracks,  and  of  some  streets  where  there  are 
tracks  now.  These  figures  are  as  follows : 
Width  of  Street  Outside  of  Tracks  on  Proposed 
Route. 

Park  street— Opposite  Park-street  Church,  7 
feet  6  inches ;  opposite  Ticknor  House,  21  feet  6 
inches.  Beacon  street— Opposite  State  House,  15 
feet  6  inches ;  opposite  Hancock  avenue,  18  feet ; 
opposite  Joy  street,  15  feet  6  inches;  opposite 
Walnut  street,  18  feet  6  inches;  opposite 
Charles  street,  31  feet  8  inches;  opposite  River 
street,  36  feet  8  inches ;  opposite  Brimmer  street, 
44  feet  7  inches;  corner  Arlington  street,  29  feet  7 
inches.  Arlington  street,  corner  Marlborough 
street,  32  feet  8  inches;  both  sides,  10  feet  8V2 
inches. 

Width  of  Street  Outside  of  Car  Tracks  in.  Vari- 
ous Parts  of  Boston. 

Leverett  street,  7  feet  7  inches  and  8  feet  9 
inches;  Green  street,  7  feet  7  inches  and  9  feet 
7%  inches;  Cambridge  street  at  South  Russell 
street,  7  feet  9  inches  and  10  feet  1  inch  ;  Wash- 
ington street,  opposite  Adams  House,  8  feet  1 
inch  and  8  feet  4  inches ;  Cambridge  street  at 
Bowdoin  4  feet  10  inches  and  10  feet ;  Tremont 
street,  opposite  Houghton  &  Dutton's  7  feet  9 
inches  and  7  feet  9  inches;  Washington  street, 
opposite  Jordan  &  Marsh's,  8  feet  11  inches  and 
8  feet  6  inches;  Temple  place,  opposite  Provi- 
dent Institution  for  Savings,  7  feet  1  inch  and  7 
feet. 

Distances  Between  Curved    Tracks  and  Edge- 
stones  at   Corners  of  Streets   {Clear  Distance 

from  Outside  of  Rail.) 
Corner  Kingston  and  Summer  streets,  easterly 
corner,  9y2  inches:  corner  Temple  place  and 
Washington  street,  southerly  corner,  23  inches; 
corner  Dover  and  Washington  streets,  north- 
westerly corner,  15  inches;  Essex  street  and 
Harrison  avenue,  southwesterly  corner,  3  feet; 
Essex,  Green  and  Chardon  streets.,  westerly  cor- 
ner, 20y2  inches ;  Essex,  Beach  and  Washington 
streets,  northerly  corner,  2  feet  5  inches:  Essex, 
Boylston  and  Tremont  streets,  southeast  corner, 
2  feet  5  inches;  Essex,  Green  and  Leverett 
streets,  northeast  corner,  2  feet  9  inches;  Cam- 
bridge and  Charles  streets,  southeast  corner,  2 
feet  9  inches.  He  then  spoke  of  the  crowded  con- 
dition, in  the  busy  hours  of  the  day,  of  the  cars 
that  now  run.  After  saying  that  it  is  not  pro- 
posed to  do  nearly  as  much  in  the  occupation  of 
the  streets  as  is  done  in  some  of  the  large  busi- 
ness streets,  he  urged  that  the  rail  which  it  is 
proposed  to  use  is  one  which  brings  the  street 
perfectly  flush  with  it  and  which  has  a  space  for 
the  flange  of  less  than  half  an  inch.  No  carriage 
wheel  can  get  in  it.  Such  rails  are  in  use  in 
London,  and  it  is  proposed  to  use  those  rails  or 
their  equivalent  on  this  route.  We  want  the 
street  to  drive  over,  he  said,  just  as  much  as  you 
do.    We  have  done  that  that  we  may  respect 
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every  right  that  every  citizen  has  who  has  a 
carriage  while  we  respect  also  the  right  of  every 
citizen  who  does  not  have  a  carriage.  It  is  pro- 
posed on  this  road  to  huild  an  electrical  railway, 
thus  getting  rid  of  the  horses  and  of  much  that 
is  objectionable.  We  believe  it  is  practicable  to 
use  an  electric  railway  and  to  use  electricity  as 
the  motive  power,  and  how  objection  disappears 
when  this  form  of  locomotion  is  established. 
There  are  three  ways  of  operating  an  electric 
railway,  one  by  wire  overhead,  one  by  wire 
underground,  and  one  by  the  storage  taken  on 
the  ear.  The  advantage  is  that  you  get  a  trans- 
portation that  is  quite  efficient,  makes  better 
speed,  is  clean  in  every  sense,  and  lights  the  car. 
Is  that  feasible?  AVe  believe  it  to  be  entirely 
feasible.  The  incumbrance  proposed  is  nominal 
compared  with  that  on  your  streets  already.  Mr. 
Higginson  has  suggested  consolidation.  The 
territory  we  are  seeKing  to  occupy  lies  out  in 
the  westward,  and  we  found  the  other  day 
in  trying  to  economize  all  that  we  could 
that  we  were  running  squarely  in  conflict 
with  the  Cambridge  railroad.  There  was 
a  talk  of  a  consolidation  of  that  road.  We 
stepped  in  and  bought  it  and  we  have  the 
control  of  the  Cambridge  road.  So  far 
as  the  territory  that  we  are  seeking  to  oontrol  is 
concerned,  we  have  taken  Mr.  Higginson's  ad- 
vice. Is  not  this  really  the  West  End,  although 
under  a  different  name?  Yes,  it  is  really.  The 
location  already  granted  and  the  corporation 
already  existing  is  the  West  End.  When  we 
came  to  try  to  get  our  people  down  town  we 
found  we  could  not  put  in  an  application  to  ex- 
tend the  West  End  for  months,  and  we  then 
organized  this  Suburban  Railroad  Company, 
which  may  be  regarded  as  a  part  of  the  West 
End,  to  get  the  people  down  town  that  we  shall 
bring  to  Chester  Park.  This  is  a  bona  tide  mat- 
ter, he  said.  He  does  not  know  that  it  is  a 
greater  crime  for  a  man  to  come  to  Boston  to  in- 
vest his  money  than  it  is  for  a  Boston  man  to  go 
elsewhere  to  do  the  same  thing,  but  there  is  not 
a  man  that  has  a  dollar,  direct  or  indirect,  in 
this,  an  understanding,  direct  or  indirect,  of 
any  kind,  excepting  gentlemen  in  this  commun- 
ity. No  Standard  Oil  man  or  other  oil  man  out 
of  this  city  is  interested  in  this  scheme.  It 
is  home  money  to  benefit  home  industries. 
Every  share  of  the  stock,  as  far  as  he 
knows,  and  every  interest,  is  a  Boston  inter- 
est, and  no  man  represented  by  the  Standard 
Oil  Company  or  the  PhiladelphiaTraction  Com- 
pany has  anything  to  do  with  it  any  way.  In 
closing  he  urged  that  Park  street  is  practically 
devoted  to  business  now,  that  we  should  recog- 
nize the  march  of  events,  and  that  the  railroad 
will  increase  the  property  in  value,  though  not 
for  residential  purposes. 

It  was  stated  by  one  of  the  remonstrants  that 
on  Beacon  street  between  Park  and  Arlington 
streets  only  four  residents,  Mr.  Nevins,  Mr. 
Prescott,  Mr.  Jordan  and  one  other,  are  not  op- 
posed to  this  project.  Mr.  Hyde  then  presented 
numerously  signed  petitions  in  aid  of  the  peti- 
tion for  a  location,  and  they,  with  others  of  the 
same  kind,  and  various  remonstrances  against' 
granting  the  location,  were  presented  at  that 
time  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules.  One  of 
the  petitions  favoring  the  granting  of  the  loca- 
tion was  signed  by  numerous  residents  of  the 
Back  Bay  and  other  prominent  gentlemen.  It 
contained  to  following  names. 

David  Nevins. .).  Edwards.  Oliver  Ames,  J.  Q. 
Adams,  William  Minot,  Jr.,  Ehen  D.  Jordan,  A. 
S.  Wheeler,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  E.  S.  Converse, 
George  L.  Damon,  Frederick  O.  Prince,  George 
W.  Ten-ill,  Robert  8.  Covell,  J.  W.  Converse,  A. 
L.  Coolidge,  W.  S.  Houghton,  John  F.  Anderson, 
Stephen  M.  Crosby,  B.  G.  Boardman,  Thomas  O. 
Richardson,  Edward  Jewell,  N.  W.  Rice. 
Thomas  G.  Carson,  John  ('.  Watson,  William  S. 
Met  Jowan.  George  H.  Brooks,  Francis  A.  Osborn, 
John  W,  Leighton,  R.  A.  Demmon,  Moses  W. 
Richardson.  A.  H.  Alden,  Thomas  E.  Proctor, 
Reuben  Sherburne,  J.  T.  Eldredge,  A.  H.  Hardy, 
George  A.  Alden,  G.  W.  Simmons,  Hasket  Der- 
by, William  S.  Eaton,  Robert  F.  Clark,  Nathan 
Matthews,  G.  D.  Clapp,  F.:H.  Prince,  J.  O.  With- 
erbee,  Thomas  H.  Perkins,  R.  F.  Straine.  George 
Prince,  Charles  I,  Thayer,  George  Wheatland, 
Jr.,  Charles  Whitney,  William  Potter,  Jr., 
Eugene  Abbot,  Nathan  Matthews,  Jr.,  H.  Staples 
Potter.  William  C.  Otis,  George  H.  Norman,  W. 
D.  Hobbs. 

Frank  L.  Pope,  an  electrical  engineer  and  ex- 
pert for  25  years,  was  called   by  Mr.  Hyde  and 


gave  an  account  of  the  various  appliances  in  use 
in  this  country  and  Europe,  both  experiment- 
ally and  commercially,  for  using  electricity  as  a 
motive  power  on  railroads.  He  described  mi- 
nutely the  system  in  operation  at  Scfanton,  Pa., 
and  was  of  the  opinion  that  it  could  be  easily 
adapted  to  the  proposed  route  of  the  Suburban 
Street  railway.  The  grade  could  be  easily  over- 
come, and  the  speed  of  the  cars  would  be  much 
greater  than  bv  horse  power. 

Other  Speakers  in  Aid  of  the  Petition. 

Hon.  Moody  Merrill  said  that  there  was  no 
man  in  Boston  who  knew  less  about  the  West 
End  railway  than  he  when  he  came  into  the 
meeting  this  afternoon,  but  after  hear- 
ing the  remarks  of  gentlemen  he  was  satis- 
tied  that  a  consolidation  of  the  four  prin- 
cipal horse  railroad  companies  would  re- 
lieve the  present  blockades  in  Boston.  The  pro- 
posed railway  would  increase  the  value  of  prop- 
erty on  Beacon  street,  between  Park  and  Arling- 
ton streets,  although  he  was  not  prepared  to 
favor  an  electric  railway.  In  five  years,  in  his 
opinion,  property  between  the  corner  of  Tre- 
mont  and  Beacon  streets  and  the  corner  of  Bea- 
con and  Charles  streets  would  be  increased  25 
per  cent.  The  result  has  been  in  every  city 
wherever  a  horse  railroad  track  had  been  laid  to 
appreciate  the  value  of  property.  In  answer  to 
Mr.  Richards,  a  member  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, of  Ward  11,  Mr.  Merrill  said  that  beyond  re- 
moving the  sidewalk  on  Beacon  street,  adjoin- 
ing the  Common  no  further  widening  would  be 
necessary. 

A.  E.  Pillsbury,  representing  Mr.  David  Nevins, 
said  that  that  gentleman  was  in  favor  of  an 
electric  railway,  as  it  would  benefit  property  on 
the  Back  Bay.  Mr.  Nevins  then  stated  that  he 
was  the  owner  of  40  acres  of  land  in  Brighton, 
which  would  be  brought  into  the  market  if  rail- 
way facilities  were  afforded.  The  growth  of  the 
Back  Bay  was  due  in  a  large  measure  to  horse 
railroad  tracks  on  Marlboro  street. 

Joseph  Bennett,  a  resident  of  Brighton,  advo- 
cated additional  facilities  for  that  section  of  the 
citv,  and  no  mere  sentiment  for  a  short  section 
of  Beacon  street  should  prevent  the  desires  of 
residents  of  Brighton,  'ihe  proposed  railway 
would  double  the  value  of  property  in  Brighton 
within  five  years. 

P.  A-  Collins  said  he  was  certain  that  this 
question  would  not  be  settled  by  sentiment  or  by 
the  extraordinary  threat  that  had  been  made  by 
one  gentleman  who  had  addressed  the  Board. 
The  objections  made  to  the  location  were  the 
same  as  had  been  beard  for  the  last  20  years, 
and  the  owners  of  Gl  houses  on  Beacon  street 
were  attempting  to  stop  the  development  of  t  he 
outlying  sections.  Boston  must  provide  for  the 
future,  and  provision  must  be  made  for  the  peo- 
ple now  living  in  Brighton  and  those  who  desire 
to  live  there.  This  was  a  practical  subject,  and 
the  time  had  come  when  this  outlet  on  Beacon 
street  was  necessary  for  the  public  conven- 
ience. 

Mr.  Child  made  the  closing  argument  for  the 
remonstrants. 

The  petition  was  recommitted  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Railroads. 

During  the  session  the  following  papers  relat- 
ing to  the  subject  were  presented  : 

Petitions  in  Aid. 

Boston,  Jan.  10,  1S87. 
To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  city 

of  Boston. 

The  undersigned,  residents  and  taxpayers  in 
the  city  of  Boston,  respectfully  request  that  the 
association  for  the  formation  of  the  Suburban 
Street  Railway  Company  may  be  granted  a  lo- 
cation in  Park  street.  Beacon  street,  Arlington 
street,  Marlborough  street.  Brighton  avenue  and 
Brookline  avenue,  within  the  .city  of  Boston,  as 
stated  in  the  articles  of  association  for  the  for- 
mation of  said  Suburban  Street  Railway  Com- 
pany: 

David  Nevins,  John  F.  Andrew, 

■I.  Edmunds,  Reuben  Sherburne, 

Oliver  Ames,  J.  F.  Eldredge, 

J.  Q.  Adams,  Nathan  Matthews,  Jr., 

William  Minot,  Jr.,  John  M.  Leighton, 

Ebon  D.Jordan,  John  (Joldthwait, 

A.  S.  Wheeler,  Frederick  O.  1'rinee, 

Alexander  II.  Rice.  Hasket  Derby. 

Eben  F.  Perry  and  8:)  others  of  Ward  25,  in  fa- 
vor of  the  grant  of  the  location  for  the  Snrbnr- 
ban  Street  Railway  Company. 
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Isaac  Pratt,  Jr.,  and  others,  in  favor  of  the 
grant  of  the  location  for  the  Suburban  Street 
Railway  Company. 

W.  D.  Hobbs  and  others,  in  favor  of  the  giant 
of  the  location  for  the  Suburban  Street  Railway 
Company. 

Charles  Whitney  and  others,  in  favor  of  the 
grant  of  the  location  for  the  Suburban  Street 
Railway  Company. 

Stephen  M.  Crosby  and  others,  in  favor  of  the 
grant  of  the  location  for  the  Suburban  Street 
Kailway  Company. 

Peter  Moody  and  others,  in  favor  of  the  grant 
of  the  location  for  the  Suburban  Street  Railway 
Company. 

J.  P.  C.  Winship  and  others,  in  favor  of  the 
grant  of  the  location  for  the  Suburban  Street 
Railway  Company. 

H.  W .  Jordan  and  others,  in  favor  of  the  grant 
of  the  location  for  the  Suburban  Street  Rail- 
way Company. 

Remonstrances. 

C.  W.  Richards  and  others,  residents  of  Marl- 
boro and  Beacon  streets,  against  location  of  any 
horse  or  other  railroad  on  Park  and  Beacon 
streets,  east  of  Chester  park. 

J.  L.  Manning  and  40  others,  residents  of  Com- 
monwealth avenue,  against  any  location  for 
horse  or  other  railroad  in  Park  or  Beacon  streets, 
east  of  Chester  park. 

John  Shepard  and  50  others,  residents  of  Bea- 
con street  and  Commonwealth  avenue,  against 
granting  the  location  of  any  horse  or  other  rail- 
road on  Park  and  Beacon  streets,  east  of  Chester 
park. 

S.  S.  Pierce  and  others,  against  location  for 
horse  or  other  railroad  in  Park  or  Beacon  streets, 
east  of  Chester  park. 

C.  Allen  Browne  and  96  others,  residents  of 
Beacon  street,  against  location  of  any  horse  or 
other  railroad  on  Park  or  Beacon  streets,  east  of 
Arlington  street. 

Ware  B.  Gay  and  others,  owners  and  drivers 
of  carriages,  against  location  of  any  horse  or 
other  railroad  on  Park  and  Beacon  streets,  east 
of  Arlington  street. 

Avon  P.  Adams.and  others,  owners  and  driver 
of  carriages,  against  location  of  horse  or  other 
railroad  on  Park  and  Beacon  streets  east  of 
Arlington  street. 

Thomas  Mack  and  others,  against  locations 
for  horse  or  other  railroad  on  Park  and  Beacon 
streets  east  of  Arlington  street. 

Little,  Brown  St  Co.  and  others,  against  loca- 
tion of  any  horse  or  other  railroad  on  Park  and 
Beacon  streets  east  of  Arlington  street. 

George  F.  Fuller  and  others,  against  location 
of  any  horse  or  other  railroad  on  Park  and  Bea- 
con streets  east  of  Arlington  street. 

S.  E.  Guild  and  others,  against  location  of  any 
horse  or  other  railroad  on  Park  and  Beacon 
streets  east  of  Arlington  street. 

Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Railroads. 

The  Board  was  called  to  order  at  10  P.  St.,  and 
business  was  resumed. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENTS. 

Communications  were  received  from  the 
mayor  making  the  following  appointments,  sub- 
ject to  the  approval  and  confirmation  of  the 
Board : 

Messrs.  Morton  Alden,  Henry  E.  Bowden.  J. 
B.L.  Bartlett,  John  H.  Brine,  Jeremiah  J.  Cal- 
lahan, Thomas  Coleman,  Jr.,  John  M.  Davis. 
Thomas  J.  Elliott.  Alfred  A.  Hall,  Sidney  C. 
Higgins,  Samuel  Hosea,  Jr.,  Elmore  E.  Locke. 
Charles  E.  Moseley,  J.  Tilson  Morrill,  Herberi 
W.  Pike,  William  Seaver,  John  W.  Wiggin  and 
J.  Clarence  Whitney  to  be  measurers  of  wood 
and  bark. 

Messrs.  Edward  E.  Gustin,  Alexander  A.  Mc- 
Gahey,  Jr.,  James  N.  Spear  and  Charles  H. 
Shepley  to  be  weighers  of  boilers  and  heavy 
machinery. 

Messrs.  Joel  W.  Bent,  Frederick  L.  Dodge, 
Alexander  McGahey,  Jr.,  J.  Tilson  Morrill,  H. 
E.  Mayo  and  Charles  H.  Shepley  to  be  weighers 
of  beef. 

Messrs.  Aug.  W.  Burrill,  Patrick  T.  Corcoran, 
Cornelius  Cowing.  Bernard  Crorken,  Alexander 
Douglas,  F.  W.  Dickinson,  Alton  F.  Dow,  Mi- 
chael Finn,  Daniel  Hurley,  Edward  A.  Kinney, 
George  P.  Ray,  Henry  B.  Sellon.  John  Savage, 
Joseph  Sidwell,  Jr.,  Alfred  J.  Sidwell,  Richard 
Cowhig,  George  W.  Wheelock  and  Adolf  Young 
to  be  measurers  of  grain. 

Messrs.  Morton  Alden,  Israel  M.  Barnes.Edwin 
Y.  Brown.  Charles  R.  Davis.  F.  W.  Dickinson. 


Patrick  Dunn,  Edward  F.  Kearns,  Edward  A. 
Kinney,  Joseph  H.  Eaton,  Thomas  B.  Gammon, 
William  Lincoln,  Jairus  L.  Littlefield,  William 
A.  Treadwell,  Edward  A.  Thurston  and  Andrew 
N.  Wyeth,  Jr.,  to  be  inspectors  of  bundled  hay 
and  straw. 
Severally  laid  over. 

DIGGING  UP  STREETS  FOR  UNDERGROUND  WIRES 

The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston,  ) 

Executive  Department,  [ 
Feb.  28,  1887.  ) 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Alderman. 

Gentlemen,— I  feel  it  my  duty  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  your  Board  to  the  condition  of  Tre- 
mont  street  from  West  to  Eliot  street,  and  of 
Washington  street  from  Franklin  to  West 
street.  The  roadbeds  were  disturbed  last  fall  to 
lay  pipes  for  telephone  and  electric  lighting 
companies,  and  were  not  left  in  proper  condition 
by  these  companies  when  their  work  was  com- 
pleted. The  Street  Department  does  all  it  can, 
under  the  ordinances,  to  compel  these  com- 
panies and  others  to  live  up  to  their  agreement, 
but  in  no  instance,  when  the  streets  are  dis- 
turbed, are  they  placed  in  as  good  order 
as  they  were  before.  This  evil  is  increas- 
ing every  year,  has  been  a  source  of 
considerable  expense  to  the  city,  and  is 
likely  to  become  a  still  greater  expense 
in  the  future,  as  the  demand  for  the  use 
of  our  streets  is  increasing  rapidly.  Putting 
down  underground  conduits  is,  in  some  in- 
stances, desirable  as  a  matter  of  public  conveni 
ence,  yet  it  threatens  in  the  future  to  become  a 
public  nuisance.  The  obligation  of  the  city  to 
keep  at  all  times  its  public  ways  in  reasonably 
safe  condition  for  travel  cannot  be  fulfilled  ex- 
cept by  more  stringent  ordinances  and  regula- 
tions than  now  exist.  It  appears  to  me  that  a 
sum  of  money  sufficient  to  put  the  street  in  as 
good  order  as  it  was  before  being  opened  should 
he  exacted  from  all  companies  asking  for  such 
valuable  privileges  to  them,  and  such  expensive 
privileges  to  the  city,  as  our  experience  in  recent 
years  has  clearly  shown.  A  cross  section  of 
some  of  our  principal  streets  will  show  from 
three  to  six  lines  of  pipes,  or  conduits,  between 
the  Curbstones.  The  repairs  on  and  renewal  of 
these  pipes  from  time  to  time  keeps  the  sur- 
face of  the  streets  constantly  in  bad  condition, 
and  if  public  necessity  exists  for  additional 
pipes  resort  must  soon  be  had  to  placing  them 
all  in  sub-ways  constructed  for  that  pur- 
pose. Work  of  this  kind,  done  after  the 
frost  comes,  is  very  objectionable,  and  neces- 
sarily done  in  a  very  imperfect  manner.  The 
streets  must  remain  during  the  entire  winter  in 
an  unsightly,  and  often  in  dangerous  condition, 
notably  Tremont  and  Washington  streets  at  the 
present  time.  Streets  should  not  be  opened  be- 
tween November  and  April,  except  upon  emer- 
gencies, and  should  not  at  any  time  be  open  for 
lengths  exceeding  100  feet.  There  is  a  petition 
now  before  the  Board  for  a  license  to  lay  pipes 
from  the  South  End  to  the  Harbor  Commission- 
ers' line,  including  all  the  principal  streets  of  the 
city,  besides  petitions  from  telephone,  telegraph, 
electric  lighting  corporations, and  in  view  of  this 
fact  it  would  be  well  to  ask,  what  is  to  become 
of  our  streets'?  It  appears  to  me,  when  corpora- 
tions and  individuals  are  demanding  privileges 
of  this  kind,  covering  all  the  streets  in  the  city 
proper,  that  a  committee  of  the  city  government 
ought  to  look  into  the  matter  and  make  new  and 
more  exacting  regulations.  These  privileges 
should  be  a  source  of  income  to  the  city,  instead 
of  a  great  expense  and  a  great  nuisance,  as  they 
are  at  present.    Respectfully  submitted, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

The  Chairman — What  is  the  pleasure  of  the 
Board  in  regard  to  this  communication'.' 

Aid.  Maguire— I  would  state  as  chairman  of 
that  committee,  that  a  request  of  this  company 
was  granted,  and  that  that  work  was  to  be  done 
under  the  direction  of  the  superintendent  of 
streets.  I  know  at  that  time,  Mr.  Chairman, 
and  gentlemen  of  the  Board,  that  the  superin- 
tendent of  streets  was  represented  there  by  one 
of  his  foremen.  All  that  work  was  passed  upon 
liy  the  foreman,  who  represented  the  superin- 
tendent of  streets  at  that  time.  Of  course 
the  work  was  done  late  in  the  fall,  and  there 
was  frost  in  the  ground.  Since  then,  as 
chairman  of  that  committee,  I  have  called 
,   the    attention     of   both    those    companies     to 
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the  condition  of  that  street  as  left  by 
their  workmen  at  that  time.  Both  gentle- 
men told  me  that  on  the  demand  of  the  superin- 
tendent of  streets  in  the  early  spring-  they 
would  rip  up  those  streets  and  put  them  in  a 
condition  satisfactory  to  him.  I  would  state 
that  I,  as  chairman  of  that  committee,  having 
waited  on  that  gentleman,  am  satisfied  that  the 
Committtee  on  Paving  will  make  that  request, 
and  ask  to  have  that  street  put  in  as  good  con- 
dition as  before. 

Aid.  Carroll— There  seems  to  be  a  good  deal 
of  valuable  information  and  suggestion  in  that 
communication  from  the  executive.  It  seems  to 
me  it  is  something  which  should  be  considered. 
There  have  been  undoubtedly  a  great  many 
requests  made  of  this  Board  in  recent  years,  and 
we  will  undoubtedly  have  a  good  many  more. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  time  is  coming  in  the 
city  of  Boston  when  the  roads  are  used  by  indi- 
viduals or  corporations,  that  the  city  should  be 
reimbursed.  We  are  extending  these  valuable 
franchises  to  them,  and  they  are  costing  the  city 
a  considerable  expense  by  having  the  use  of  our 
streets,  and  I  think  it  is  a  matter  of  such  vast 
importance  that  it  should  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee to  give  special  thought  to  the  subject, 
and  thinking  so,  sir,  I  move  that  that  be  referred 
to  a  special  committee.  I  have  no  desire  to  take 
anything  away  from  the  Paving  Committee,  but 
as  it  suggests  action  to  be  taken  in  the  near 
future  in  relation  to  arrangements  in  this  direc- 
tion it  seems  to  me  that  it  should  go  to  a 
special  committee  for  their  consideration. 

The  Chairman— Do  I  understand  the  gentle- 
man to  move  that  it  be  referred  to  a  special 
committee  of  the  Board? 

Aid.  Carroll— A  special  committee  of  the 
Board. 

Aid.  Haynes— How  many  committees  are 
there  today  on  streets'?  There  is  a  committee 
on  underground  wires,  a  committee  on  streets,  a 
committee  on  paving  and  a  committee  on  rail- 
ways. It  seems  to  me  that  we  don't  want  to 
have  a  special  committee  on  this  matter.  It 
seems  to  me,  with  all  due  respect  to  the  alder- 
man, that  we  all  know  what  he  expects  and  de- 
sires, and  it  issomething  that  we  all  want,  but 
it  seems  to  me  that  we  should  put  it  info  the 
hands  of  some  regular  committee. 

The  Chairman — I  would  state  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Board  that  I  intend  to  make  it  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  on  the  part  of  the 
Board. 

Aid  Haynes— I  would  state  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Board  that  if  there  is  any  way  to  get 
at  it,  it  seemsto  that  a  regular  committee  is  bet- 
ter than  a  special  committee.  I  would  move 
that  that  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  accept  the  amendment. 

Aid.  Lee— While  I  don't  desire  to  raise  any  op- 
position to  the  motion  which  has  been  made  by 
the  alderman  on  my  right,  it  seems  to  me,  sir, 
that  that  communication,  coming  from  Hi. 
Honor  the  Mayor,  should  be  directed  by  this 
Board  to  the  proper  tribunal,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  he  lore  a  communication  of  that  kind  should 
he  referred  to  the  committee  who  framed  the 
ordinance  they  should  get  sonic  direct  informa- 
tion from  the  head  of  the  department  which  has 
special  charge  of  looking  after  that  portion  of 
the  work  which  interests  the  citizens  of  Boston. 
As  I  find,  under  our  new  city  charter,  the  heads 
of  departments  are  accountable  to  His  Honor 
the  Mayor  for  any  alterations  or  repairs  that 
may  be  made,  either  upon  our  highways 
or  upon  any  public  works,  and  it  seems 
to  me  that  that  communication  might 
properly  be  directed  to  this  Board.  But  1 
should  say  now  that  we  should  first  receive 
from  the  superintendent  of  streets  such  infor- 
mation as  would  lead  them,  especially  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances,  to  give  them  that  infor- 
mation that  would  lead  them  to  frame  an  ordi- 
nance that  would  hereafter  relieve  any  trouble 
or  occurrence  of  that  kind.  I  trust,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  the  gentlemen  who  have  asked 
to  have  this  referred  to  a  committee  at  the  pres- 
ent time  will  withdraw  their  motions,  and  I  ask 
that  it  may  be  referred  to  the  superintendent  of 
streets,  with  instructions  that  he  report  to  this 
Board  what  condition  those  streets  are  in  and 
what  the  remedy  is  that  can  be  applied.  I  ask 
that  that  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances. I  want  to  see  whether  the  roads  have 
lived  up  to  the  locations  which  have  been 
granted,  and  so  forth.    I  want  to  see  whether 


those  companies  have  lived  up  to  the  locations 
which  we  have  granted. 

The  Chairman— For  the  information  of  the 
aldermen  the  Chair  will  state  that  the  commu- 
nication is  addressed  to  this  Board,  not  to  the 
City  Council. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  suppose  the  Chair  under- 
stands that  I  simply  ask  for  that  part  of  it  which 
refers  to  the  granting  of  locations  in  streets  to 
he  referred  to  a  special  committee,  and  want 
the  rest  referred  to  the  Paving  Committee  where 
it  belongs. 

Aid.  Bromwich—  I  think,  after  it  has  been 
stated  by  the  alderman  who  is  chairman  of  the 
Paving  Committee,  that  the  attention  of  the 
superintendent  has  been  drawn  to  the  condition 
that  these  companies  have  left  the  street  in, 
that  there  will  be  some  means  taken  so  that  the 
ordinance  will  be  amended  so  that  they  will 
have  to  put  the  street  in  proper  repair,  the  same 
as  they  found  it.  I  think  that  they  should  put 
it  in  proper  repair.  It  was  so  late  in  the  season 
that  they  could  not  at  that  time  till  it  and  press 
it  down  with  mauls  and  hammers  such  as  they 
use,  so  well  as  if  they  had  time.  Now  to  refer 
this  to  a  special  committee  would  be  to  infer 
that  the  Committee  on  Paving  did  not  do  their 
duty. 

Aid.  Carroll— The  part  relating  to  that  goes 
to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Aid.  Bromwich— Well,  I  think  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving  will  be  able  to  report  and  sug- 
gest to  this  Board  a  proper  method  to  pursue  in 
the  future,  without  having  a  special  committee 
appointed  for  that.  It  is  my  opinion  that  they 
would  be  able  to  suggest  to  this  Board  methods 
which  can  be  amended  when  they  come  before 
the  Board  in  proper  form.  But  I  would  not  en- 
courage this  Board  to  cast  reflections  on  the 
committee  until  they  have  made  a  report  to  this 
Board  of  what  they  think  would  be  the  best  ac- 
tion for  this  Board  to  pursue.  It  would  take 
about  the  same  time  as  these  other  railroad 
matters. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  hope  the  gentleman  won't 
misinterpret  my  remarks.  I  triSd  to  be  as  fair 
as  I  could  in  stating  them.  My  remarks  didn't 
apply  to  the  Paving  Committee  any  more  than 
the  other  committee  of  which  I  am  a  member— 
the  Railroad  Committee.  My  idea  is  to  have  a 
committee  of  this  Board  consider  some  plan 
whereby  some  arrangement  can  he  made  in  re- 
gard to  all  this  opening  of  streets  and  giving  of 
street  franchises,  anil  thev  could  at  least  con- 
sider the  matter  and  see  how  the  best  interests 
of  the  city  could  he  served.  That  was  my  idea, 
and  I  didn't  suggest  the  Paving  Committee  be- 
cause I  am  a  member  of  it,  because  1  am  also  on 
the' Railroad  Committee,  and  also  on  the  Ordi- 
nance Committee. 

Aid.  Haynes— If  this  is  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  they  can  consider  the 
smaller  and  report  what  is  necssary  to  be  put 
into  any  future  ordinance  that  may  be  passed. 
It  seems  to  me  that  that  would  be  the  best 
means  of  doing  it. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  would  ask,  Mr.  Chairman, 
if  this  communication  has  regard  to  all  the 
streets  that  were  dug  up  last  fall?  • 

The  Chairman— Partly,  but  it  goes  still  fur- 
ther and  calls  for  an  expenditure  for  the  future. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  would  say  that  I  am  ac- 
quainted with  gentlemen  in  both  these  compa- 
nies, and  have  seen  those  gentlemen  refer  and 
meet  the  superintendent  of  streets,  and  f  would 
state  that  the  opening  of  Tremont,  Washington, 
West  streets,  would  be  done  satisfactorily  to  the 
superintendent's  office.  Now  if  that  is  all  the 
gentlemen  want,  they  are  going  a  round-about 
way  to  do  it. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  think  I  said  plainly  what  I 
was  trying  to  get  at. 

Aid.  Maguire— Well,  what  I  want  to  say  is 
this,  that  knowing  the  gentlemen,  I  don't  want 
any  stigma  cast  upon  them,  because  I  think  they 
want  to  do  what  is  required. 

Aid.  Capen— I  should  like  to  have  you  read 
the  communication.  I  was  out  of  the  room 
when  it  was  read  before. 

The  clerk  read  the  communication. 

So  much  of  the  communication  as  related  to 
the  work  already  done  upon  the  street  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Paving  (Aid.),  and 
the  rest  of  the  communication  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances  (Aid.) 

ORDERS   OF  NOTICE  ON  PETITIONS. 

Petitions  were  received  from: 
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Littlehale  Brothers,  for  license  to  erect  and 
use  a  stationary  steam  engine  of  10-horse  power, 
at  G18-G2U  Harrison  avenue ;  and 

Charles  F.  Shoiuds  &  Co.,  for  license  to  erect 
and  use  a  stationary  engine  of  two-horse  power, 
at  58  Elm  street,  Ward  7. 

Orders  of  notice  were  passed  for  hearings 
thereon  on  Monday,  March  21st  next,  at  4  P.M. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving— Joannah  E. 
Gorman,  for  an  abatement  of  the  edgestone 
assessment  against  her  estate  on  Batchelder, 
corner  of  Cottage  street. 

Elizabeth  H.  Knight,  for  compensation  for 
damages  to  her  estate  on  Beacon  street,  near  the 
Boston  &  Albany  railroad  crossing,  by  the  rais- 
ing of  the  grade  of  Beacon  street. 

Patrick  Grace,  for  license  to  sprinkle  certain 
streets. 

Alex.  McMurtry,  for  leave  to  water  certain 
streets. 

Frederick  Bleiler  and  others,  that  Field  street 
from  Ruggles  street  to  Madison  street  be  graded 
and  put  m  order. 

Oliver  Ditson  and  others,  that  Geneva  avenue 
be  put  in  order  for  travel. 

Burr  &  Tyler,  to  maintain  an  entrance  from 
sidewalk  to  cellar  of  building,  46  Commercial 
street. 

J.  P.  &  D.  Plummer,  to  lay  a  steam  pipe  tor 
heating  purposes  under  and  across  John  street, 
from  No.  12  to  No.  17  on  said  street. 

Henry  Austin  Whitney,  to  excavate  under  the 
sidewalk  in  front  of  his  estate.  No.  2G1  Marlboro 
street,  for  coalbins. 

Moseley  &  Potter,  for  watering  streets. 

Timothy  McCarthy,  for  license  to  sprinkle  cer- 
tain streets. 

Bridget  A.  Healy,  for  edgestone  and  brick 
sidewalk,  Nos.  105  and  107  Smith  street,  Roxbury. 

Patrick  Finnegan,  for  edgestone  and  brick 
sidewalk,  northeasterly  corner  of  Greenwich 
street  and  Dorchester  avenue. 

Patrick  Finnegan,  for  brick  sidewalk,  Nos.  1388 
to  1400  inclusive,  Dorchester  avenue. 

Lina  A.  McQuarrie.  for  brick  sidewalk.  No.  44 
Hartford  street,  Dorchester. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  (Aid.)— Frank  P. 
O'Brien,  to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden  building 
for  two  horses  on  Sargent  street.  No.  8,  Ward  20. 

Hugh  Nawn,  to  occupy  an  addition  to  wooden 
building  for  20  horses  on  Blue  Hill  avenue, 
corner  May  wood  street,  Ward  21. 

Notice  from  Cattle  Commissioners  of  suspected 
cases  of  exposure  of  cows  to  contagious  lung 
plague. 

To  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall— Firemen's 
Veteran  Association,  for  use  of  Faneuil  Hall, 
May  11th,  18S7,  from  7  o'clock  A.  M.  to  9  o'clock 
P.M. 

To  the  Committee  on  Bridges — Drawtender 
and  assistants  of  Federal-street  bridge,  for  an 
increase  of  pay. 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Common — Mrs.  A. 
Johnson  and  others,  in  aid,  that  a  tree  obstruct- 
ing public  travel  and  causing  private  damage, 
be  removed  from  the  sidewalk  abutting  on 
premises  13  Thornton  street.  Ward  21. 

To  the  Committee  on  Railroads  —  Thomas 
Carey  and  others,  for  Metropolitan  railroad  to 
apply  for  locations  in  South  Boston. 

Remonstrance  of  Francis  H.  Appleton,  against 
granting  of  additional  rights  to  horse  cars  unless 
a  condition  is  attached  that  will  compel  the 
keeping  of  the  rails  and  roadbeds  constantly  in 
good  order. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers  (Aid.)— 3.  D. 
Fallon  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in  Carolina  street. 
Ward  23. 

Albert  H.  Conant  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in 
Minot  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses— John  F.Hughes, 
for  extension  of  license  to  run  barges  to  and 
from  South  Boston  until  May  1,  1887. 

To  the  Joint  Committee,  on  Claims— Robert 
Peer,  for  compensation  for  personal  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Middlesex  street, 
Jan.  6,  1887. 

Susie  D.  Cluff,  for  compensation  for  personal 
injuries  received  Jan.  4,  1887,  by  reason  of  an 
alleged  defect  in  Cambridge  street,  Ward  7. 
near  the  West  Church. 

Notice  from  Jonathan  Stone  of  damage  to  his 
property  on  Marion  and  Jackson  streets,  Charles- 
town,  Feb.  18,  1887,  by  the  backing  up  of  water 
caused  by  the  alleged  insufficient  size  of  the 
Bunker-Hill  street  sewer. 


To  the  Committee  on  Department  for  Surrey 
and  Inspection  of  Brtildinys— Boston  Wharf 
Company,  for  leave  to  build  a  wooden  building 
on  Congress  street  extension,  corner  of  A  street 
extension. 

To  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department  (Aid.) 
—George  F.  Wade,  for  leave  to  give  tests  in  pub- 
lic places  of  the  applicances  of  the  Harden  tire 
extinguisher. 

To  the  Committee  on  Watei — William  T.  Van 
Nostrand  &  Co.,  that  a  drinking  fountain  for 
animals  be  located  at  Charlestown  Neck. 

To  the  Committee  on  Stony  Bronl—D&me)  Sul- 
livan, for  compensation  for  damages  to  building 
32  Culvert  street  on  account  of  overflow  of  Stony 
brook. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines— A.  S. 
Mansfield,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
boiler  of  15-horse  power  for  heating  purposes  at 
280  Dartmouth  street. 

A.  W.  Perry,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
boiler  of  two-horse  power  for  heating  purposes 
at  93  Summer  street. 

A  remonstrance  was  received  from  Elizabeth 
C.  Flusk  and  others,  against  granting  leave  to 
Henry  J.  Godfrey  to  occupy  a  stable  at  junction 
of  Dorchester  avenue  and  Adams  street.  Placed 
on  file  on  motion  of  Aid.  Allen,  who  said  there 
was  no  such  petition  before  the  Committee  on 
Health  (Aid.). 

Aid.  Carroll  presented  resolutions  adopted 
at  public  meetings  in  South  Boston,  at  Waitt's 
Hall,  Feb.  24,  and  at  Gray's  Hall,  Feb.  24,  repre- 
senting the  need  of  more  horsecar  accommoda- 
tions in  South  Boston,  and  favoring  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  competing  line  in  that  section. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Railroads. 

To  the  Committee  on  Counts/  Accounts— Re- 
quisition of  clerk  of  Superior  Court,  civil  busi- 
ness, salaries  of  certain  persons. 

Requisition  of  the  clerk  of  the  Supreme  Judi- 
cial Court,  salaries  of  certain  persons. 

Requisition  of  clerk  of  Superior  Court,  crim- 
inal business,  salaries  of  certain  persons. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

4.  Order  from  Board  of  Aldermen  authorizing 
the  city  treasurer  to  pay  on  (A)  the  21st  inst.  the 
amounts  of  State  aid  allowed  by  the  Committee 
on  State  Aid  for  the  month  of  February  came 
from  the  Common  Council  with  this  endorse- 
ment :  Concurred  with  this  amendment,  at  "A" 
insert  "or  after.''    The  Board  concurred. 

5.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Fire  Depart- 
ment, with  accompanying  orders,  comes  up  con- 
curred in  passage  of  second  order. 

The  first  order:  That  the  Board  of  Fire  Com- 
missioners, with  the  approval  of  His  Honor  the 
Mayor,  be  authorized  to  purchase,  as  a  site  for  a 
new  building  for  Engine  Company  No.  6,  the 
estates  numbered  22  and  24  Leverett  street  (A), 
for  the  sum  of  $21,750,  to  be  charged  to  the 
special  appropriation  for  the  purpose,  came 
back  with  this  endorsement :  Concurred,  with 
an  amendment  at  "A,"  strike  out  "for"  and  in- 
sert "at  an  expense  not  exceeding,"  The  Board 
concurred. 

6.  Report  of  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings,  ought  to  pass,  on  the  "Order 
that  the  superintendent  of  public  buildings  be 
requested  to  report  to  the  City  Council  what 
disposition,  if  any,  is  to  be  made  of  the  old 
Franklin  schoolhouse,  and  whether  that  build- 
ing cannot  be  used  as  a  meeting-place  for  Grand 
Army  posts."  Report  accepted,  order  passed  in 
concurrence. 

7.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  ought  not 
to  pass,  on  ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  6  of  Re- 
vised Ordinances  to  increase  salaries  of  deputy 
sealers  of  weights  and  measures.  Accepted  in 
concurrence. 

8.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  recom- 
mending passage  of  an  order:  That  the  city 
auditor  be  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of 
$3000  from  the  appropriation  for  Albany-street 
bridge  to  the  appropriation  for  armories. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence, 
yeas  11,  nays  0. 

9.  10,  11  and  12.  Report  of  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, on  communication  of  Board  of  Police  for 
an  additional  appropriation  of  820,000,  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following  ordi- 
nances : 

"An  ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  two  of  the 
Ordinances  of  1887  in  Section  two  by  striking 
out  all  after  the  word  'from'  in  said  section,  and 
adding  the  words  'the  first  day  of  May,  eighteen 
hundred  and  eighty-seven,'  in  place  thereof." 
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"Ail  ordinance  To  amend  Chapter  three  of  the 
Ordinances  of  1887  in  Section  two  by  striking 
ont  all  after  the  word  'from'  in  said  Section  ana 
adding  the  words,  'the  first  day  of  May,  eighteen 
hundred  and  eighty-seven.'  in  place  thereof." 

"An  ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  four  of  the 
Ordinances  of  1887  by  adding  the  following  Sec- 
tion thereto,  to  be  Section  two  of  said  ordi- 
nances, namely:  'Sec.  2.  The  said  increased 
salaries  shall  be  payable  from  the  first  day  of 
May,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-seven.'  " 

Report  accepted  and  said  ordinances  passed, 
under  a  suspension  of  the  joint  rules,  in  concur- 
rence. 

13.  Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Lands  on 
petition  of  James  McCue,  recommending  passage 
of  the  following: 

"Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and 
he  is  hereby  authorized  to  execute,  in  the  name 
and  behalf  of  the  city,  for  a  nominal  considera- 
tion, a  confirmatory  deed  to  James  McCue  of  an 
estate  on  Tennvson  street,  conveyed  to  said 
McCue  by  the  city  by  deed  dated  Oct.  25, 18G9,  in 
which  deed  the  granted  premises  are  erroneous- 
ly described  as  bounding  on  Berlin  street  in- 
stead of  said  Tennyson  street." 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 

14.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
on  communication  from  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners, asking  authority  to  lease  estate 
corner  Water  and  Washington  streets,  and 
recommending  passage  of  the  following: 

"Ordered.  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  and  they  hereby  are  authorized  to 
lease,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  mayor,  for 
a  term  of  years,  and  at  such  rental  and  upon 
such  conditions  as  they  shall  consider  to  be  for 
the  best  interests  of  the  city,  the  estate  belong- 
ing to  the  city  of  Boston,  on  AVater  street,  at  the 
cornef  of  Washington  street." 

The  report  was  accepted  in  concurrence. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  moved  to  strike  out  all  after 
the  word  "mayor"  down  to  "the  estate,"  so  that 
it  would  read  "approval  of  the  mayor,  the  estate 
belonging,"  etc.  He  did  not  know  why  the  con- 
ditions should  be  put  in,  and  the  commissioners 
might  want  to  lease  it  for  less  than  a  year.  He 
understood  in  committee  that  the  City  Council 
had  no  right  to  specify  the  time. 

The  chairman  said  the  City  Council  has 
the  right  to  designate  the  time. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  the  order  was 
laid  on  the  table  by  a  division— 4  in  the  affirma- 
tive, 3  in  the  negative. 

15.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Streets,  oughl 
to  pass,  on  the  following  order: 

"Ordered,  That  the  .Street  Commissioners  bo 
requested  to  prepare  plans  and  submit  the  same, 
with  an  estimate  of  the  cost,  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil, of  extending  Rutherford  avenue  to  City 
square,  so  as  to  provide  one  broad  avenue  from 
City  square  to  Charlestown  Neck." 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 

10.  Report  of  Committee  on  Commons  and 
Squares,  no  action  necessary  on  order  to  include 
in  estimatesof  appropriation  for  Common,  etc.,  :i 
sum  sufficient  to  enclose  Thomas  Park. 

Accepted  in  concurrence. 

17.  Report  of  Committee  on  Commons  and 
Squares,  ought  to  pass,  on  accompanying  order: 

18.  "Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon and  Squares  be  requested  to  give  a  name  to 
the  square  formed  by  the  intersection  of  Dor- 
chester avenue,  Dorchester,  Svvett  and  Boston 
streets." 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence 

FIRE  COMMISSIONER. 

19.  Under  unfinished  business  the  Board  took 
up  the  appointment  by  the  mayor,  submitted  al 
the  last  meeting,  of  Walter  H.  French  to  be  Fire 
Commissioner. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  moved  to  lay  on  the  table. 
Aid.  Carroll  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
the  motion  was  lost;  yeas 2,  nays 9: 

Yeas— Aid.  Maguire,  C.  W.  Smith— 2. 

Nays— Aid.  Allen,  Bromwieh,  Capen,  Carroll, 
Donovan,  Havnes,  Lee,  McLoughlin,  Sullivan 
—9. 

Absent— Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— 1. 

A  ballot  was  taken.  Committee— Aid.  Carroll, 
Capen ;  11  ballots  were  cast— yes  4,  no  7,  and 
the  appointment  was  declared  not  confirmed. 
Aid.  Capen  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

communications    and    reports    from    city 
officers. 
Aid.  Maguire  presented  a  report  from   the 


superintendent  of  streets,  with  a  schedule  of  the 
cost  of  constructing  edgestones  in  Day  and  Per- 
kins streets,  and  in  connection  therewith  of- 
fered an  order  for  the  assessment  and  collection 
of  the  proportionate  part  thereof.  The  order 
was  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Aid.  Lee  presented  reports  from  the  superin- 
tendent of  sewers  giving  the  cost  of  construct- 
ing common  sewers  as  follows: 

Hillside  street,  $2335.75. 

Magnolia'  street,  $2340.72. 

Linden  street  (Brighton),  $1184.31. 

Frederick  street,  $339.01. 

Brookford  street,  $1176.47, 

Passageway  between  Hereford  street  and  West 
Chester  Park,  $102.1G. 

Eldon  street  (Dorchester),  $231.22. 

Saunders  street,  $899.99. 

Washington  street,  between  Green  street  and 
Cornwall  street,  $1857.19. 

Boston  place,  $041.39. 

Waumbeck  street  and  Humboldt  avenue, 
$2070.07. 

Carlisle  street,  $1150.31. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Sewers. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Board 
of  Police  transmitting  their  approval  of  the  or- 
dinances approved  by  the  mayor  Feb.  10,  hist., 
for  the  increase  of  the  salaries  (1)  of  patrolmen. 
(2)  sergeants,  and  (3)  lieutenants  and  inspectors, 
they  having  been  approved  by  the  Board  Feb. 
25,  and  duly  certified  by  Commissioners  Whiting 
and  Osborne. 

Sent  down, 

REQUIREMENTS  OF  SINKING  FUNDS. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Board 
of  Commissioners  of  Sinking  Funds,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  provisions  of  Chapter  16,  Sec- 
tion 3,  of  the  Revised  Ordinances,  transmitting 
the  following,  adopted  Feb.  14: 

Voted,  That  the  City  Council  and  auditor  be 
informed  that  there  will  be  needed  in  the  com- 
ing financial  year,  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
Chapter  29  of  the  Public  Statutes  relating  to 
municipal  indebtedness,  and  Chapter  16.  Section 
3,  of  the  Revised  Ordinances,  the  following 
amounts  for  the  funds  specified: 

Burnt  District  Sinking  Fluid #192,104 

Twenty- Fear  Sinking  Fund 130.321 

Ten-  Year  Sinking  Fund 393.560 

Public  Park  Sinking  Fund 33,122 


8749,107 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations: 

WIDENING  OF  ESSEX   STREET. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  upon  the  order 
concerning  the  widening  of  Essex  street,  etc., 
etc.,  addressed  to  the  Committee  on  Streets,  and 
referred  to  that  Board  by  the  City  Council  upon 
the  recommendation  of  that  committee,  previous 
to  its  passage — That  they  are  entirely  disposed 
to  study,  estimate,  and  report  upon  the  subject 
mentioned  in  the  order,  but  do  not  feel  that  in 
the  shape  in  which  it  reaches  them  they  have 
an  expression  of  the  City  Council's  wish  that 
they  do  so. 

It  is  respectfully  suggested  that  the  passage  of 
orders  addressed  to  the  commissioners  brings 
them  with  the  duties  imposed  by  them  to  the 
Board,  but  that  their  reference  before  passage 
embarrasses  the  subject  with  the  delay  attend- 
ant upon  the  commissioners  reporting  back  that 
they  are  ready  to  furnish  the  information  de- 
sired by  the  orders  if  they  shall  be  passed. 

Placed  on  file  on  motion  of  Aid.  Allen. 

Later  in  the  session  Aid.  Haynes  offered  an 
order— That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
be  requested  to  prepare  plans  and  estimate  the 
cost  of  widening  Essex  street  from  Chauiicy 
street  to  Lincoln  street,  to  a  width  of  50  feet,  and 
report  the  same  to  the  City  Council. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

CONSTABLE'S  BOND. 

The  bond  of  Patrick  J.  McCarthy,  constable, 
being  presented  duly  certified,  was  approved  by 
the  Board. 

CITY  MESSENGERS. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  city 
messenger  appointing,  subject  to  the  approval 
and  confirmation  of  the  City  Council  Foster  M. 
Spurr,  Charles  E.  Sillowav  and  Harry  E.  Os- 
borne to  be  first,  second  and  third  assistant 
messengers  respectively  for  one  year  from  the 
first  Monday  in  April,  1887, 
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The  question  was  on  confirmation. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  move  that  matter  he  as- 
signed to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board.  All 
the  members  are  not  present  tonight  and 
it  is  nothing  more  than  right  that  all  should 
have  an  opportunity  to  express  their  views. 

Aid.  Allen  inquired  if  confirmation  was 
necessary  and  the  chairman  read  Sec.  2  of  Chap. 
11,  Revised  Ordinances,  which  requires  con- 
fimation  of  the  City  Council  of  the  appoint- 
ments. 

Aid.  Lee— It  seems  to  me  that  there  should  he 
a  good  reason  given  by  the  alderman  why  it 
should  be  assigned. 

Aid.  Maguire— It  is  simply  to  give  all  the 
gentlemen  an  opportunity  to  vote.  It  is  simply 
the  courtesy  due  from  one  gentleman  to 
another. 

Aid.  Allen— I  believe  that  all  the  members 
of  the  Board,  with  a  single  exception,  are  pres- 
ent. It  does  not  seem  to  me  that  it  is  a  matter 
that  needs  to  lie  over.  I  believe  there  is  not  a 
gentleman  here  hut  who  is  thoroughly  acquain- 
ted with  the  assistants  who  have  been  nomina- 
ted. It  seems  to  me  it  is  due  to  them  and  to  the 
city  messenger  that  the  appointments  should 
be  confirmed,  and  at  this  time  I  hope  we  shall 
not  lay  the  matter  over  for  a  week,  but  take  the 
question  on  confirmation  tonight. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  have  no  objections  to  letting 
the  matter  go  through  tonight ;  only  I  thought 
that  in  deference  to  the  absent  alderman  I 
would  move  to  lay  it  over.  I  withdraw  the 
motion. 

The  appointments  were  approved.  Sent 
down. 

licenses. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Licenses : 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  minors'  licenses  to 
sundry  newsboys  and  bootblacks.  Accepted 
and  licenses  granted  on  the  usual  conditions. 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  licenses  as  fol- 
lows : 

W.  H.  Smith,  to  sell  popcorn  goods  on  Black- 
stone  street,  Saturday  evenings. 

William  Austin,  to  give  two  sacred  concerts  at 
Boston  Theatre,  Sunday  afternoon  and  evening, 
March  G,  1887. 

John  C.  Short,  for  extension  of  his  license  to 
run  passenger  barges  between  South  Boston  and 
the  city  proper  until  April  1,  1887. 

Reports  accepted  and  licenses  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

stables. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health  (Aid.),  that  leave  be  granted 
on  the  usual  conditions  as  follows: 

John  Imbreschrid,  to  occupy  a  proposed 
wooden  building  for  three  horses  on  Boylston 
avenue  and  Boylston  street,  Ward  23. 

Francis  E.  Whitcomb,  to  occupy  a  proposed 
wooden  building  for  25  horses  on  unnamed  street 
near  Crescent  avenue,  Ward  4. 

Mrs.  Ida  B.  Chapin,  to  occupy  a  proposed 
wooden  building  for  two  horses  on  Linden  street 
(Allston),  Ward  25. 

C.  A.  Young,  to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden 
building  for  two  horses  on  Blue  Hill  avenue, 
corner  Wales  street,  Ward  24. 

Reports  severally  accepted  and  leave  granted 
on  the  usual  conditions. 

SALARIES  OF  REGISTRARS  OK  VOTERS. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Finance  on  the  ordinance  to  in- 
crease the  salaries  of  the  registrars  of  voters 
from  $2500  to  $3000 — Recommending  the  passage 
of  the  same  in  a  new  draft,  which  has  received 
the  approval,  as  to  form,  by  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  as  follows : 

An  Ordinance 
To  Amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1885. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordi- 
nances of  1885  is  hereby  amended  in  Section  1, 
in  the  clause  establishing  the  salaries  of  regis- 
trars of  voters,  by  striking  out  the  words  "twen- 
ty-five hundred"  and  inserting  the  words  "three 
thousand"  in  place  thereof. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Aid.  Allen— Our  friend  Aid.  X.  G.  Smith,  who 
is  absent,  said  to  me  that  he  desired  to  discuss 
that  ordinance,  and,  therefore,  I  shall  not  make 
the  usual  motion  to  suspend  the  rule. 

The  ordinance  went  over, 


ELECTRIC    WIRES. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Electric  Wires,  recommending  the 
passage  of  orders  in  the  usual  form,  granting 
permission  to  erect  poles  for  the  support  of  wires 
as  follows : 

Fire  Commissioners,  one  pole  at  junction  of  Co- 
lumbia and  Richfield  streets,  according  to  plan 
dated  Feb,  7,  1887. 

Fire  Commissioners,  to  erect  10  poles  on  Lake 
street,  Brighton,  according  to  plan  dated  Feb. 
8   1887 

'  New  England  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Com- 
pany, one  pole  on  Call  street,  near  the  Boston  & 
Providence  railroad  station,  according  to  plan 
ilated  Nov.  24,  1880. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

Aid.  Capen  moved  to  adjourn  ;  lost. 
bridge  department. 

Aid.  Sullivan  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Bridges : 

Report  on  the  ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  45 
of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1885,  so  as  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  engineers  on  Broadway 
bridge  from  one  to  two— That  the  ordinance 
ought  to  pass.  The  ordinance  has  been  trans- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  under 
the  requirements  of  the  joint  rules,  and  its  form 
has  received  their  approval. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Aid.  Sullivan— It  is  rather  late  and  I  shall 
say  only  a  word  in  explanation  of  that  ordi- 
nance. There  is  now  but  one  engineer  on  Broad- 
way bridge  and  he  is  obliged  to  stay  G6  hours  on 
a  stretch  without  going  to  his  home.  The  com- 
mittee visited  the  bridge  and  were  of  the  opin- 
ion that  that  was  a  longer  time  than  the  city 
of  Boston  ought  to  require  any  man  to  work  con- 
secutively; consequently  they  recommended 
that,  instead  of  increasing  his  pay.  which  he 
asked  for,  another  engineer  might  be  put  on. 

The  ordinance  was  passed  under  a  suspension 
of  the  rules.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  the  drawtender  of 
Maiden  bridge,  asking  for  an  increase  of  salary, 
and  the  ordinance  to  increase  said  salary— That 
the  ordinance  ought  not  to  pass,  and  that  the 
petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw. 

Appended  to  the  above  was  an  unsigned  mi- 
nority report  dissenting  from  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  majority.  They  consider  the  re- 
quest of  the  petitioner  a  reasonable  one.  and 
that  he  is  deserving  of  the  increase  of  salary 
asked  for,  and  they  accordingly  report  that,  in 
theiropinion.  the  ordinance  ought  to  pass, 

The  Chairman— The  minority  report  is  with- 
out signatures.  I  don't  know  by  whom  it  is 
presented. 

Aid.  Sullivan— Six  members  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Bridges  agreed  to  the  majority  report  and 
two  to  the  minority. 

The  Chairman— Who  are  the  two? 

Aid.  Sullivan— Messrs.  Leary  and  Reilly. 
There  are  several  petitions  before  the  Commit- 
tee on  Bridges  asking  for  an  increase  of  salary. 
As  we  are  tied  to  the  $9  limit,  the  committee 
thought  it  best  to  give  Mr.  Orinond  leave  to 
withdraw,  and  I  suppose  they  will  so  dispose  of 
the  others  when  they  come  up. 

The  majority  report  was  accepted.  Sent 
down. 

SOUTH.  FERRY— SARGENT'S  WHARF. 

Aid.  Sullivan  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  East  Boston  Ferries,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Elisha  At- 
kins, transmitted  to  the  City  Council  by  His 
Honor  the  Mayor,  asking  that  a  portion  of  the 
South  ferry  property  adjoining  Sargent's  wharf 
may  be  leased  to  him  for  a  term  of  years,  having 
considered  the  subject,  respectfully  submit  the 
following  report:  The  property  which  the  peti- 
tioner desires  to  lease  comprises  some  3200  square 
feet  of  land  or  fiats  included  in  the  tracthired 
by  the  city  for  ferry  purposes  at  the  South  ferry. 
The  whole  area  contains  about  15,000  square  feet, 
and  was  hired  by  the  East  Boston  Ferry  Com- 
pany for  the  term  of  999  years  at  an  annual 
rental  of  §4000  under  an  indenture  made  April 
30,  1853,  which  was  assigned  to  the  city  after  the 
purchase  of  the  ferries  in  1869.  The  portion  re- 
let-red  to  by  the  petitioner  is  not  absolutely  re- 
quired for  the  use  of  the  ferry,  either  present  oi 
prospective,  and  this  being  the  case  there  is  in 
reality  no  very  strong  reason  that  can  be 
urged  for  refusing  his  request.  But  when  it  is 
stated  that  the  petitioner,  in  the  event  of  his  se- 
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curing  the  land  in  question,  proposes  to  expend 
large  sums  of  money  thereon,  and  to  enter  into 
extensive  building  operations,  whereby  the 
city's  taxable  property  will  be  materially  in- 
creased, your  committee  consider  it  not  only  ad- 
visable but  decidedly  for  the  city's  advantage  to 
grant  the  petitioner's  request,  and  they  accord- 
ingly respectfully  recommend  the  passageof  the 
accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  hereby 
authorized  to  execute  a  lease  in  behalf  of  the 
city,  to  Elisha  Atkins,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  of  a 
portion  of  the  territory  held  by  the  city  for  ferry 
purposes,  at  the  South  ferry,  adjoining  Sargent's 
wharf,  and  containing  about  3200  square  feet,  as 
sh'-wn  on  a  plan  made  by  Thomas  W.  Davis, 
city  surveyor,  dated  Jan.  20,  1887,  and  deposited 
in  his  office ;  said  lease  to  be  for  the  term  of  900 
years  from  Jan.  1,  1887,  and  said  Atkins  to  pay  to 
the  city  therefor  an  annual  rental  of  $100,  paya- 
ble on  the  first  day  of  January  of  each  year,  after 
1887,  and  the  taxes  assessed  annually  on  said 
property.  Upon  condition  that  the  city  shall  be 
allowed  to  maintain  in  their  present  position 
the  piles  of  the  ferry  slips  that  now  stand  on  the 
property  of  said  Atkins,  opposite  the  end  of  Sar- 
gent's wharf. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  would  state  that  the  chair- 
man of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  who  is  a  member 
of  that  committee  was  not  present  when  the 
committee  acted  on  this  communication  and  as 
he  would  like  to  have  an  opportunity  to  look 
into  the  subject,  I  move  that  the  matter  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 

MARKET. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Market  on  the  remonstrance  of  Lowell 
B.  Hiscock  against  granting  the  petition  of  W. 
H.  Prior  for  a  lease  of  the  stalls  numbered  9  and 
11  Faneuil-hall  Market  and  asking  for  a  hearing 
—That  having  heard  the  remonstrant,  they 
respectfully  report  that  no  action  is  necessary;  as 
the  matter  does  not  come  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  City  Council. 

Report  accepted.    Sent  down. 

CLAIMS. 

Aid.  Lee,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims,  sub- 
mitted leave  to  withdraw  on  the  following  peti- 
tions : 

William  Hannoii,  for  compensation  for  land 
taken  by  the  city  for  the  laying  out  of  Olney 
street. 

W.  R.  Clark,  for  compensation  for  land  taken 
from  and  for  grade  damages  to  his  estate  on 
Winter  and  East  streets,  Dorchester. 

Home  Savings  Bank,  for  compensation  for 
their  land  taken  for  sewer  purposes  in  Dor- 
chester. 

Reports  severally  accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  recommending  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Sewers  (Aid.)  of  the  petition  of  the 
Home  Savings  Bank  for  compensation  for  their 
land  taken  for  sewer  miruoses  in  Dorchester. 

Report  accepted  and  subject  referred  as  recom- 
mended. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  William  E.  Bartlett, 
to  be  compensated  for  services  rendered  as  an 
inspector  in  the  City  Architect's  Department— 
That  they  have  heard  the  claim  and  made  an 
award  to  the  petitioner,  which  he  has  refused  to 
accept.  Your  committee,  therefore,  being  unable 
to  effect  a  settlement  with  the  petitioner,  re- 
spectfully recommend  that  he  have  leave  to 
withdraw. 

Report  accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Henry  Doherty,  to  be 
compensated  for  coal  taken  by  police  officers  for 
relief  of  sufferers  on  account  of  the  Stony-brook 
flood  in  February,  188G— That  they  have  examined 
into  the  claim  and  recommended  an  allowance 
of  $25  in  settlement  thereof.  Their  award  has 
not  been  approved  by  the  mayor,  but  feeling 
that  the  petitioner  is  entitled  to  the  amount  of 
their  award  recommend  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
companying order: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Henry  Doherty  the  sum  of  $25,  as  compensation 
for  coal  taken  by  police  officers  for  relief  of 
sufferers  on  account  of  the  Stony-brook  flood  in 
February,  1880:  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  overseers  of  the  poor. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Alexander  New,  to  be 
compensated  for  personal  injuries  received 
November,  23,  1886,  while  assisting  a  constable 


to  secure  an  escaped  prisoner — That  the  con- 
stable referred  to  is  employed  by  the  city  to 
transport  prisoners  from  the  courts  and  police 
stations  to  the  jails  and  elsewhere.  On  the  day 
in  question  he  was  carrying  three  prisoners  from 
Police  Station  9  to  the  jail,  and  while  passing 
through  Charles  street  two  of  them,  being  im- 
perfectly secured,  managed  to  escape,  The  con- 
stable pursued  them  and  succeeded  in  appre- 
hended one,  but  was  unable  to  return  him  to  the 
conveyance  without  assistance.  He  called  upon 
the  bystanders  in  the  name  of  the  Common- 
wealth for  aid,  and  the  petitioner  responded 
to  the  call.  In  the  struggle  with  the 
prisoner  that  ensued  the  petitioner  re- 
ceived an  injury  to  his  right  thumb 
which  incapacitated  him  for  work  for  a  period 
of  ten  weeks.  Under  the  circumstances  the 
committee  decided  to  recommend  an  allowance 
of  $50  in  settlement  of  the  claim,  but  their 
award  is  not  approved  by  the  mayor,  and  as 
they  feel  that  the  petitioner  is  entitled  to  the 
sum  allowed  they  respectfully  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Alexander  New  the  sum  of  $50,  on  account  of 
personal  injuries  received  November  23,  1886, 
while  assisting  a  constable  to  secure  an  escaped 
prisoner;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  County  of  Suffolk. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  suspen- 
of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  James  &  Maybury, 
to  be  compensated  for  the  loss  of  their  horse  and 
damage  to  their  property  occasioned  by  being 
run  into  by  Steam  Fire  Engine  No.  15  on  Harrison 
avenue  in  April,  1885— That  they  have  examined 
into  the  claim,  and  have  recommended  an  allow- 
ance of  $100  in  settlement  thereof.  This  award 
is  not  approved  by  the  mayor,  but  your  commit- 
tee feel  that  the  petitioners  are  justly  entitled  to 
the  amount  of  their  award,  and  they  accord- 
ingly respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Worthen  T.  James  and  James  H.  Maybury  the 
sum  of  $100,  in  settlement  of  their  claim  for  the 
loss  of  their  horse  and  damage  to  their  property, 
occasioned  bv  being  run  into  by  Steam  Fire 
Engine  No.  15,  on  Harrison  avenue,  in  April, 
1885;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Fire  Department. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

SEWERS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  reports  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Sewers  (Aid.)  on  sundry  schedules  of  cost 
of  constructing  sewers  (referred  Feb.  21,  hist;); 
that  the  same  are  correct,  and  they  recommend 
the  passage  of  orders  in  the  usual  form  for  the 
assessment  and  collection  of  the  proportionate 
part  thereof.  Orders  passed  under  a  suspension 
of  the  rule. 

Preambles  and  orders  in  the  usual  form  for  the 
construction  of  sewers,  as  follows: 

In  Argyle  street,  between  Wells  avenue  and 
Ashmont  street. 

In  Tremont  street,  Roxbury,  from  Bumstcad 
Lane  to  a  point  275  feet  east  of  the  same. 

Orders  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

STEAM   ENGINES. 

Aid.  Haynes  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittte  on  Steam  Engines  in  favor  of  granting 
licenses  as  follows: 

P.  S.  Huckins  &  Co.,  to  erect  and  use  a  sta- 
tionary steam  engine  of  15  horse  power  at  rear 
of  estate  No.  190-200  Border  street,  East  Boston. 

Thomas  Parton,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
boiler  for  heating  purposes  at  No.  5  Lyman 
street. 

Reports  accepted,  and  licenses  were  granted 
on  the  usual  conditions. 

the  railroad  investigation. 

Aid.  Haynes  offered  an  order— That  the  Spec- 
ial Committee  on  Railroads  be  authorized  to  em- 
ploy a  stenographer  to  report  their  hearings,  the 
expense  to  be  charged  to  the  contingent  fund  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Aid.  Capen— I  would  like  to  know  the  gentle- 
man's reasons  for  employing  a  stenographer  in 
the  case,  and  why  he  wants  it  taken  down  in 
shorthand. 

Aid.  Haynes— The  committee  are  investigat- 
ing the  South  Boston  railroad  petition.  It  seems 
to  De  a  matter  of  considerable  interest,  and  the 
committee  decided  to  employ  a  stenographer. 
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We  were  unlucky  enough  not  to  think  of  the 
order  beforehand,  and  put  the  order  in  at  this 
time. 

Aid.  Capen— I  would  like  to  know  from  the 
alderman  if  the  committee  have  hired  a  sten- 
ographer. 

Ala.  Haynes— Yes,  sir. 

Aid.  Capen— Without  any  order? 

Aid.  Haynes— It  was  the  neglect  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  will  inform  the  alderman 
that  we  have  employed  a  stenographer  and  that 
I  made  the  motion. 

Aid.  Capen— I  take  it  all  hack. 

The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule. 

BAND  STAND  ON  THE  COMMON. 

Aid.  Allen  offered  an  order— That  the  Super- 
intendent of  Common  he  directed  to  include  in 
his  estimate  an  amount  for  the  repairs  of  the 
band  stand  on  the  Common. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Appropriations. 
trees  to  be  trimmed. 

Aid.  Bromwich  presented  the  petition  of  es- 
tate of  George  H.  Fernakl,  by  S.  H.  Wise,  that 
the  trees  in  front  of  765  Fourth  street,  South 
Boston,  be  properly  trimmed,  and  in  connection 
therewith  offered  an  order— That  the  superin- 
tendent of  Common,  etc.,  be  directed  to  cause 
the  trees  in  front  of  the  estate  No.  765  Fourth 
street,  South  Boston,  to  be  properly  trimmed. 

Order  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

The  Chairman  presented  the  petition  of  Asa 
Story  for  the  trimming  of  a  tree  which  hangs 
over  his  estate  on  Lexington  street,  corner  of 
Tremont  street,  Charlestown,  and  in  connection 
therewith  offered  an  order— That  the  superin- 
tendent of  Common  be  directed  to  trim  a  tree  in 
front  of  the  estate  of  Asa  Story  on  Lexington 
street,  corner  of  Tremont  street,  Charlestown, 
as  said  tree  now  projects  over  said  estate,  to  the 
great  inconvenience  of  the  owner. 

Order  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 

THE  NEXT  MEETING. 

Aid.  Allen— I  move  to  adjourn— 

Aid.  Capen— I  second  the  motion. 

Aid.  Allen— To  two  weeks  from  this  date. 

Aid.  Sullivan— When  we  adjourn. 

Aid.  Allen— I  move  that  when  we  adjourn  it 
be  to  two  weeks  from  this  date. 

Aid.  Lee— I  would  like  to  inquire  of  the  alder- 
man what  reasons  there  are  for  adjourning  to 
two  weeks? 

Aid.  Allen— I  cannot  conceive  of  any  business 
to  come  up  that  will  require  our  attention  a 
week  from  today.  There  are  some  orders  of 
notice  returnable  next  Monday,  and  if  the  mo- 
tion I  have  made  prevails,  I  shall  move  that 
those,  orders  of  notice  be  made  returnable  two 
weeks  from  today. 

Aid.  Capen— I  call  for  the  veas  and  nays  on 
that. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  for  two  weeks  was  car- 
ried ;  yeas  6,  nays  4 : 

Yeas— Aid. Allen,  Bromwich,  Donovan, Haynes, 
C.  W.  Smith,  Sullivan— 6. 

Nays— Aid.  Capen,  Lee,  Maguire,  McLaughlin 
—1. 

Absent— Aid.  Carroll,  N.  G.  Smith— 2. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— If  in  order,  I  move  that  all 
petitions  for  and  against  tracks  on  Beacon  street 
be  printed. 

The  Chairman— The  matter  is  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  committee,  and  can  only  be 
done  by  withdrawing  the  reference. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Allen  it  was  voted  that  all 
orders  of  notice  returnable  next  Monday,  be 
made  returnable  two  weeks  from  today. 

Aid.  Capen— I  move  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  to  adjourn  for  two  weeks,  and  I  hope  it  will 
prevail.  I  do  that  for  this  reason :  I  don't  un- 
derstand why  the  members  want  to  adjourn 
over  for  two  weeks  right  in  the  middle  of  the 
busy  time  of  the  year,  and  I  would  like  to  know 
the  reasons,  and  why  the  city's  business  should 
be  neglected. 

Aid.  Bromwich— The  reason  I  voted  for  the 
adjournment  is  that  we  have  made  two  sessions 
in  one  tonight.  If  any  member  knows  any  par- 
ticular business  coming  up  next  week,  that  is 
necessary  for  us  to  come  here,  I  would  cheer- 
fully vote  for  it.  But  I  consider  that  when  we 
have  sat  eight  hours,  it  is  a  double  session. 

Aid.  Maguire— In  answer  to  the  gentleman 
I  would  say  that  there  is  important  business  to 
be  reported  here  next  Monday.    If  I  understand 


it  right,  several  committees  have  been  called, 
and  the  members  will  be  in  no  condition  to 
make  reports,  and — 

Aid.  Allen— I  would  inquire  if  the  alderman 
is  in  earnest  in  saying  that  the  members  of  the 
Board  will  be  in  no  condition  to  make  reports? 

Aid.  Maguire— I  mean  that  there  will  be  no 
committee  meetings  next  week,  and  there  will 
be  nothing  to  report  two  weeks  from  today, 
For  instance,  the  assessors  want  our  committee 
called  and  want  us  to  report  next  Monday  laying 
out  the  new  assessors'  districts,  so  that  they  may 
have  it  done  next  week  and  go  to  work  and  ap- 
point the  first  assistant  assessors  and  then  ap- 
point the  second  assistants.  In  addition  to  that 
there  are  very  important  matters  coming  before 
the  Board. 

Aid.  Capen— If  the  Republican  members  of 
this  Board  can  afford  to  neglect  the  business  of 
the  city  and  lay  it  over  two  weeks  at  a  time,  let 
them  take  the  responsibility  for  it.  I  am  per- 
fectly willing  to  be  here  every  Monday.  In  the 
summer  I  am  willing  to  adjourn  for  two  weeks. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  believe  I  voted  to  adjourn 
for  two  weeks.  I  don't  know  whether  my 
friend  across  the  way  calls  me  a  Republican 
member  or  not.  I  don't  know  that  politics  has 
anything  to  do  with  it. 

Aid.  Capen— But  it  has. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  think  we  have  sat  here 
for  eight  or  nine  hours,  and  I  don't  know  of  any 
important  matter  that  is  coming  up  next  Mon- 
day. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  think  I  stated  some  import- 
ant matter? 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  don't  think  any  of  those  are 
matters  of  great  importance. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  would  state  to  the  gentle- 
man— 

The  Chairman— Does  the  alderman  give 
way? 

Aid.  Sullivan— Yes,  sir. 

Aid.  Maguire— The  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Assessors  wants  us  to  put  in  an  important  report 
next  Monday.  . 

Aid. Sullivan— I  would  ask  what  the  report  is? 

Aid.  Maguire— I  would  state  that  it  is  in  re- 
gard to  the  three  additional  assessment  dis- 
tricts, and  it  has  got  to  be  acted  on  before  he 
can  appoint  another  additional  assessor, 

Aid.  Sullivan— Hasn't  that  been  passed  upon 
already? 

Aid.  Maguire— No,  sir. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  think  it  has.  lhe  alderman 
also  said  that  we  would  probably  be  in  no  condi- 
tion to  attend  to  business  after  our  vacation.,  I 
would  like  to  have  the  alderman  speak  for  him 
self.  I  think  that  the  members  of  the  Board 
are  not  going  on  any  such  excursion  that  they 
will  not  know  what  they  are  about  when  they 
come  back.  ,  . 

Aid.  Bromwich— If  it  were  m  order,  nothing 
would  keep  me  from  giving  you  a  good  grip  of 
the  hand,  for  vou  have  affiliated  yourself  with 
the  Republicans  this  evening.    [Laughter.] 

Aid.  Lee— I  certainly  would  object,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, if  I  thought  that  the  alderman,  when  he 
spoke  of  condition,  meant  the  members  collec- 
tively, but  I  supposed,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  he 
meant  individually,  and  for  that  reason  and 
one  other  reason  I  voted  against  adjourn- 
ment, but  I  certainly  would  now  vote  that 
this  Board  adjourn  two  weeks.  When  any 
member  of  this  Board  will  rise  here,  as  the 
gentleman  from  the  12th  aldermanic  district 
has  done,  and  attempt  to  turn  a  fair  and  honor- 
able motion  to  adjourn  for  two  weeks  into  a 
political  question  I  must  certainly  object.  I 
certainlv  now  shall  vote  against  reconsidera- 
tion, believing  that  the  alderman  who  made  the 
motion  to  adiourn  made  it  honestly  and  fairly 
and  without  any  political  consideration  or 
thought.  ,  ,       ., 

Aid.  Capen— I  would  like  to  know  why  the 
gentleman  would  like  to  adjourn  for  two  weeks. 
It  is  something  which  has  never  been  clone 
in  March.  ,. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  to  adjourn 
for  two  weeks  was  declared  carried.  Aid.  Sul- 
livan doubted  the  vote  and  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  motion  to   reconsider    was  lost:  yeas  3, 

Yeas— Aid.  Capen,  Maguire,  McLaughlin— 3. 

Nays— Aid.  Allen,  Bromwich,  Donovan. 
Haynes,  Lee,  C.  W.  Smith,  Sullivan— 7. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Aid.  McLaughlin,  at 
11.58  P.M. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council. 


Thursday.  March  3,  1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  at 
7.30  P.M.,  President  Barry  in  the  chair. 

By  direction  of  the  president  the  roll  was 
called,  with  the  following  result: 

Present— Atwood,  Barry,  Blume,  Bowman, 
Carroll,  Carstensen,  Chamberlain,  Cochran, 
Coyle,  Davern,  Desmond,  Dewey,  Dolan,  Fisher, 
Foss,  Fottler,  Fowler,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Hag- 
gertv,  Hayes,  Ladd.  Lattimore,  Lauten,  Leary, 
Light,  Mahoney,  McKenna,  McNarv,  F.  Mori- 
son,  J.  Murpny.  J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy, 
Norton,  O'Mealey,  Perkins.  Reilly,  Richards, 
Sanger,  Shaw,  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan, 
Sundberg,  Teevens,  Tracy,  Whail,  Whitmore, 
Wilson^7. 

Absent— Burr,  Clark,  Coleman,  Connolly, 
Duggan,  Dunn,  Frost,  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez, 
Harrington,  Keliher,  Kelley,  Kennedy,  Mc- 
Enaney,  F.  R.  Morrison,  Nunan,  Perry,  C.  C. 
Powers,  E.  J.  Powers,  Short,  Snow,  R.  Sullivan, 
Thayer,  Tuttle,  Webster— 25. 

PAY  OF  CITY  LABORERS. 

Mr.  McKenna  offered  an  order— That  the  city 
government  consider  the  urgent  request  of  city 
laborers  to  be  placed  on  full  time  with  an  in- 
crease of  12y2  per  cent. 

Referred  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whall  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

PAVING  OF  AUSTIN  STREET,  CHARLESTOWN. 

Mr.  McKenna  offered  an  order— That  the 
superintendent  of  streets  be  requested  to  include 
a  sum  sufficient  for  the  paving  of  that  part  of 
Austin  street  which  is  not  now  paved,  in  Ward 
5,  with  granite  blocks.  Referred  to  Committee 
on  Appropriations  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore. 

THE  NEXT  MEETING. 

Mr.  Whall  offered  an  order— That  when  this 
Council  adjourns,  it  be  to  meet  on  Friday,  March 
is,  at  7.30  o'clock  P.M. 

Read  twice  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Blume — What  is  the  object  of  adjourning 
to  two  weeks  from  tomorrow  night? 

Mr.  Whall— Two  weeks  from  today  is  the 
17th  of  March. 

The  order  was  passed.  Mr.  Whall  moved  to 
reconsider;  lost. 

WIDENING  OF  HARRISON  AVENUE. 

Mr.  Lauten  offered  an  order— That  the  Street 
Commissioners  be  requested  to  consider  the  ex- 
pediency and  make  estimates  of  the  cost  of 
widening  Harrison  avenue  on  the  easterly  side 
from  Essex  street  to  Beach  street. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lauten,  to  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Streets. 

SALARY    OF    PORT    PHYSICIAN    AND    ASSISTANT. 

Mr.  Dewey  offered  the  following : 
An  Ordinance 
To  amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1885. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1885  is  hereby  amended  in  Section  1  in  the 
clause  establishing  the  salary  of  the  port  physi- 
cian, by  striking  out  the  word  "two"  and  insert- 
ing the  word  "five"  in  place  thereof.  Also  in 
the  clause  establishing  the  salary  of  the  assistant 
port  physician,  by  striking  out  the  words  "eight 
hundred  and  fifty"  and  inserting  the  words  "one 
thousand  two  hundred"  in  place  thereof. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dewey,  to  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Health  Department. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended to  allow  him  to  submit  reports. 

WARD    ROOMS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Ordinances,  to  whom  were 
referred  the  orders  for  the  superintendent  of 
public  buildings  to  provide  better  accommoda- 
tions for  ward  rooms  in  Wards  2,  7,  11  and  22, 
having  considered  the  subject,  respectfully  sub- 
mit the  following  report :  Since  the  enactment 
of  the  law  Iproviding  for  the  division  of  the 


wards  into  precincts  and  the  establishment  of 
polling  places  in  the  various  precincts,  the  ward 
rooms  have  been  in  a  measure  superseded,  and 
no  express  provision  exists  in  our  present  ordi- 
nance for  their  establishment.  But  although 
not  specifically  recognized  by  law,  your  com- 
mittee believe  the  ward  rooms  should  still  be 
maintained  in  the  several  wards  for  the  purpose 
of  public  meetings  of  the  citizens  or  any  other 
purposes  of  a  kindred  nature,  and  that  provis- 
ion should  be  made  therefor  in  the  ordinances. 
Your  committee  therefore  recommend  that 
Chapter  3  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  be  amend- 
ed as  set  forth  in  the  accompanying  ordinance. 
They  also  report  that  in  their  opinion  the  sev- 
eral orders  ought  not  to  pass. 

For  the  committee. 

W.  H.  Whitmore. 
An  Ordinance. 

To  amend  Chapter  3  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1885,  Concerning  Ward  Rooms. 
Be  it  ordained  and  etc. 

Section  1.  Section  8  of  Chapter  3  of  the  Revised 
Ordinances  of  1885  is  hereby  amended  in  line  4, 
by  adding  after  the  words  "a  printed  copy,"  the 
words  "of  the  first  seven  sections." 

Sec.  2.  Said  Chapter  3  of  the  Revised  Ordin- 
ances is  also  further  amended  by  adding  the  fol- 
lowing sections : 

Sec.  9.  For  all  the  purposes  except  that  of 
being  polling  places,  for  which  ward  rooms  have 
been  or  may  be  lawfully  used,  a  room  shall 
be  set  apart  in  every  ward  in  the  city,  and 
shall  be,  known  and  designated  as  the  ward 
room  of  said  ward,  until  otherwise  ordered.  The 
superintendent  of  public  buildings  shall  have 
the  care  and  custody  of  such  ward  rooms,  and 
shall  provide  for  opening,  closing,  lighting  and 
heating  the  same,  whenever  nece'ssary. 

Sec.  10.  The  superintendent  of  public  build- 
ings shall  designate  a  suitable  room  in  each  of 
the  public  buildings  hereinafter  named  to  be  a 
wardroom.  In  case  any  room  so  designated 
cannot  be  occupied  for  the  purposes  of  a  ward 
room  at  anv  time,  the  said  superintendent  shall, 
with  the  approval  of  the  mayor,  provide  equiy- 
alent  accommodation  elsewhere  for  any  public 
meeting  in  such  ward,  for  which  a  permit  shall 
be  granted. 

Sec.  11.  The  following  places  are  hereby  desig- 
nated as  ward  rooms : 

For  Ward  l— Chapman  schoolhouse,  Eutaw 
street. 

For    Ward    2— Armory    building.    Maverick 

For  Ward  3— Old  WintJirop  schoolhouse,  Bun- 
ker-Hill street.  Charlestown. 

For  Ward  4— Bunker-Hill  Grammar  school, 
house  Baldwin  street,  Charlestown. 

For  Ward  5— Harvard  Primary  schoolhouse, 
Harvard  street,  Charlestown. 

For  Ward  6— Ware  Primary  schoolhouse,  North 
Bennett  street. 

For  Ward  7— Wanderers'  Home,  Hawkins 
street. 

For  Ward  8— Wells  schoolhouse,  Blossom 
street. 

For  Ward  9— Sharp  Primary  schoolhouse,  An- 
derson street. 

For  Ward  10— School  Committee  Building, 
Mason  street. 

For  AVard  11— Chemical  Engine-house  2, Church 
street. 

For  Ward  12— Pierpont  Primary  schoolhouse, 
Hudson  street. 

For  Ward  13— Spellman  Hall,  136  West  Broad- 
way, South  Boston. 

For  Ward  14— Police  Station  house,  No.  12  East 
Fourth  near  K  street. 

For  Ward  15— Court-room,  South  Boston, 
Dorchester  and  West  Fourth  streets. 

For  Ward  16— Old  Franklin  schoolhouse,  Wash- 
ington street. 

For  Ward  17— Franklin  schoolhouse.  Waltham 
street. 

For  Ward  18— Rice  Primary  schoolhouse,  West 
Concord  street. 

For  Ward  19— Bath  house,  Cabot  street. 

For  AVard  20— AVard-room,  Old  Church  build- 
ing, Vine,  corner  Dudley  street. 

For  Ward  21— Municipal  Court  Building,  Rox- 
bury  street. 

For  Ward  22— Primary  schoolhouse.  Smith 
street. 

For  Ward  23— Curtis  Hall,  South  street,  West 
Roxbury. 

For  AVard  24— Old  Town  Hall,  AVashington 
street,  Dorchester, 
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For  Ward  25— Court-room,  Washington,  street, 
Brighton. 

Specially  assigned  to  next  meeting  and  ordered 
printed  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore. 

FRANKLIN-PARK  BETTERMENTS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  submitted  the  following: 

In  Common  Council,  Feb.  17,  1887. 

Ordered,  That  any  person  who  has  paid  to  the 
city  of  Boston  the  betterment  assessed  on  his 
estate  for  the  West  Roxbury  Park  improvement, 
and  who  has  not  brought  suit  to  recover  the 
same,  shall,  upon  proof  of  such  payment,  re- 
ceive from  the  city  treasurer  95  per  cent  of  the 
sum  so  paid  as  a  betterment,  as  an  abatement  of 
the  said  assessment. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Judiciary. 

The  Committee  on  Judiciary,  to  whom  the 
foregoing  order  was  referred,  having  considered 
the  matter,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 

REPORT. 

The  above  order  was  doubtless  founded  on  a 
mistaken  idea  that  the  city  had  decided  to  settle 
all  suits  for  the  collection  of  betterments  as- 
sessed on  account  of  the  Franklin  Park,  on  the 
payment  of  5  per  cent.  This  idea  is  very  natural 
in  view  of  the  following  order,  printed  in  the 
Report  of  the  Park  Commissioners  for  1886  (City 
Doc.  No.  20  of  1887) : 

City  of  Boston,        ) 

In  Board  of  Aldermen,  \ 

Dec.  15,  1886.  ) 

Ordered,  That  in  the  several  suits  for  abate- 
ment of  the  Franklin  Park  betterment  assess- 
ments, the  city  solicitor  be  and  he  hereby  is 
authorized  to  consent  to  judgment  abating  said 
assessments  to  an  amount  equal  to  95  per  cent  of 
the  amount  assessed,  but  in  each  case  without 
costs  and  without  interest. 

Passed.  Sent  down  for  concurrence.  Dec.  16, 
came  up  concurred. 

Approved  by  the  mayor,  Dec.  20,  1886. 

This  order  came  back  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  Dec.  6,  1886, 
and  as  that  report  was  not  printed  separately,  it 
is  reprinted  in  Apendix  A,  to  this  report.  That 
report,  read  in  the  light  of  explanations  obtained 
by  your  committee,  explains  the  reasons  for  the 
above  order  for  consenting  to  judgment  for 95  per 
cent  of  the  assessments.  Yet  it  will  probably  be 
more  satisfactory  to  have  a  moro  ample  state- 
ment of  the  facts. 

It  seems  that  the  total  assessments  for  better- 
ments in  regard  to  franklin  Park  were §134.907 

Of  which  the  city  owned  lands  assessed  for 8,684 

Leaving  amount  dne $126,223 

The  Committee  on  Parks  were  willing  10  ac- 
cept as  a  settlement  10 per  rent  on  this  sum. 
But  there  had  already  been  payments  of  as- 
sessments made  in   full  by  '  certain   parties 

amounting  to $7,03 1  00 

The  city  solicitor  advised  the  committee  that 
in  the  Park  Act  (Acts  of  1875,  Chap.  185,  Sec.  12)  it 
was  provided  that  "all  sums  received  for  better- 
ments shall  be  paid  into  said  sinking  fund,"  and 
that  there  was  no  way  by  which  any  portion  of 
said  sum  could  be  refunded.  At  the  same  time 
it  was  clearly  unjust  to  take  all  of  the  money 
paid  in  by  those  who  did  not  contest  the  better- 
ments, and  they  were  equitably  entitled  to  a  re- 
fund equal  to  the  abatement  made  in  settling 
the  suits. 

Hence  the  expedient  was  adopted  of  appoint- 
ing a  trustee,  to  collect  from  the  contestants  the 
sum  agreed  upon,  vi/,.,  10  per  cent  of  the  better- 
ments, out  of  which  cash  90  percent  of  the  $7031 
was  to  be  refunded  to  those  parties,  so  that  all 
would  stand  on  an  equality. 

The  settlement  therefore  to  be  made  by  the 
city  with  all  the  persons  assessed  was  to  be  on 
the  basis  not  of  5  per  cent,  as  the  order  seemed  to 
imply,  hut  of  not  less  than  10  per  cent. 

One  little  arithmetical  point,  however,  com- 
plicated this  plan.  If  the  amount  already 
paid  into  the  sinking  fund,  viz.,  $7031,  had  been 
just  5  per  cent,,  or  one-half  of  the  city's 
claim,  it  would  have  been  very  easy  to  make 
calculations.  But  it  was  a  little  over  5V2  per 
cent  on  $126,223,  and  as  the  exact  per  cent  would 
have  been  figured  on  many  small  sums,  the  city 
solicitor  and  the  trustee  agree  that  11  percent 
would  be  a  more  practicable  figure.  That  is  to  say 
that  those  who  had  paid  in  should  receive  back 
89  per  cent  of  their  assessment,  and  those  who 
had  not  paid  should  now  contribute  11  per  cent  of 
the  betterment  standing  against  them. 


The  trustee's  account  would  then  stand  like 
this,  calling  those  who  had  paid  in  full  Class  A, 
and  those  who  stood  out  and  sued  Class  B : 

Net  betterments  assessed ,$126,223 

Paid  by  Class  A 7,031 

Due  from  Class  B $119,192 

II  per  cent  collected  from    Class 

B $13,111  12 

89  per  cent  paid  back  to  Class  A. . .     6,257  59 

Balance  with  trustee $6,853  53 

The  city  claims  10  per  cent 12.622  30 

Less  amount  in  sinking  fund 7,031  00 

$5,501  30 
Of  course  if  the  city  should  receive  from  the 

trustee  his  exact  balance  of $6,853  53 

And  add  the  amount  in  hand 7,031  00 

The  total  is $13,884  53 

Or  just  the  11  per  cent  on  its  full  claim  of  $12,- 

622.30. 

But  the  city  solicitor  agreed  to  a  rather  dif- 
ferent settlement  as  set  forth  in  the  order,  viz : 
To  keep  the  $7031  in  the  sinking  fund,  and  to 
accent  5  per  cent  on  the  $119,192  of  Class  B. 

This  settlement  gives  the  city — 

Class  A $7,031  00 

Five  per  cent  on  Class  B 5,950  60 

Total $12 ,980  00 

Which  is  of  course  10.284  per  cent  of  its  original 
claim,  and  leaves  $13,844.52,  less  $12,980.60,  — 
$863.92  in  the  hands  of  the  trustee  to  go  towards 
the  law  expenses  incurred  in  the  prosecution 
of  appeals  and  suits  by  those  who  constitute 
Class  A. 

So  far  there  can  be  no  question  but  that 
the  settlement  is  equitable  to  all  parties. 
The  city,  by  its  votes,  had  decided  to 
accept  about  10  per  cent  of  the  betterments 
in  full  settlement;  it  could  not  pay  back  any  of 
the  money  already  put  into  lite  sinking  fund; 
hence  the  necessity  of  a  third  party,  or  trustee, 
to  collect  the  amounts  due  from  Class  B,  and  to 
refund  the  proper  proportion  to  Class  A,  paying 
the  balance  into  the  treasury  or  sinking  fund. 

This  Class  B  is  stated  to  have  been  composed 
as  follows: 

III  suits  brought  by  various  lawyers  for $03,800 

109    "  "        "    Olney, Wheelwright*.  Butler     56,041 

244    "  "        "    do.  in  an  omnibus  petition. .        6,382 

464    "  in  all.  $126,223 

It  should  be  said  that  the  omnibus  petition  in- 
cluded all  persons  assessed  for  less  than  $25,  and 
that  this  suit  was  brought  at  the  suggestion  of 
the  city  to  protect  the  rights  of  all  the  persons 
assessed,  at  or  about  the  very  last  day  when  they 
could  have  availed  of  the  two  years'  limit.  It 
is  understood  that  Messrs.  Olney,  Wheelwright 
&  Butler  acted  as  counsel  lor  a  committee  re- 
presenting the  persons  interested,  and  that  a 
circular  was  sent  to  all  of  the  parties  concerned 
in  the  omnibus  petition.  These  parties  would 
probably  have  never  sued,  the  amounts  being  so 
small.  It  seems,  therefore,  equitable  that  the 
counsel  employed  should  receive  a  fair  com- 
pensation for  the  services  rendered.  Because,  if 
these  parties  had  done,  nothing  and  had  applied 
separately  for  an  abatement  the  city  would 
doubtless  have  insisted  on  the  11  per  cent  and 
such  further  sums  as  would  have  covered  the 
extra  expense  and  trouble. 

It  has  been  intimated  that  the  trustee  will  col- 
lect therefore  14  per  cent  instead  of  11  from  Class 
B,  excepting  those  in  the  omnibus  petition  who 
will  pay  11,  and  will  refund  86  per  cent  instead 
of  89  to  Class  A,  and  will  apply  this  3  per  cent  to 
counsel  fees.  Though  the  city  has  nothing  to  do 
with  such  a  settlement  officially,  it  seems  reason- 
able and  fair,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  explana- 
tion will  satisfy  those  affected  by  it. 

Of  course  this  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
charges  made  by  the  counsel  in  any  case  for  their 
direct  services. 

It  seems,  therefore,  to  your  committee  that  the 
public  interested  should  now  understand  that 
the  city  is  to  receive  a  trifle  over  10'  4  per  cent  of 
all  the  betterments  assessed,  and  that  if  they 
pay  14  per  cent  into  the  hands  of  the  trustees, 
they  are  paying  only  a  reasonable  sum  for  the 
services  rendered  by  the  counsel  in  securing  this 
large  abatement. 

The  statement  has  been  made  to  your  commit- 
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tee  that  over  90  per  cent  in  value  of  the  cases 
had  been  settled  by  such  payment  to  the  trus- 
tee, and  that  he  will  undoubtedly  soon  be  in  a 
position  to  refund  the  proper  sums  to  Class  A. 
and  to  pay  the  stipulated  sum  of  §5959.60  into 
the  city  treasury. 

Under  these  circumstances  your  committee 
recommend  that  the  order  on  which  this  inquiry 
was  based,  "ought  not  to  pass,"  as  it  is  founded 
on  a  mistake,  and  as  all  persons  assessed  will 
pay  between  10  and  11  per  cent  of  their  better- 
ments into  the  city  treasury. 
For  the  committee, 

W.  H.  Whitmore. 

Specially  assigned  to  next  meeting  at  8  P.  M.. 
and  ordered  printed,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whit- 
more. 

REPORTS    OF    CITY    OFFICIALS. 

Twentieth  annual  report  of  city  engineer  (City 
Doc.  38).    Sent  up. 

Auditor's  monthly  exhibit  (City  Doc.  42).  Sent 
up. 

Monthly  statement  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment (City  Doc.  43).    Sent  up. 

THE  ANNUAL  ESTIMATES. 

The  annual  estimates,  1887-88  (Doc.  39),  were 
received. 

In  connection  with  the  above  Mr.  Whitmore 
offered  an  order— That  so  much  of  City  Document 
No.  39  of  1887,  being  the  annual  estimates  as  sub- 
mitted by  the  city  auditor,  as  concerns  each  de- 
partment, be  referred  to  the  committee  on  said 
department,  and  that  the  report  as  a  whole  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

Passed.    Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider  ; 
lost. 
Following  are  the  auditor's  estimates: 

City  of  Boston,  1 

Auditor's  Office,  Feb.  28, 1887. ) 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

In  accordance  with  requirements  of  Chapter 
14,  Section  6,  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1885, 
the  undersigned  herewith  submits  the  estimates 
of  the  boards  and  departments  for  the  financial 
year  1887-8,  commencing  May  1,  1887,  and  end- 
ing with  April  30,  1888,  exclusive  of  the  State  tax. 
Total  of  estimates  for  the  city  of  Boston  $13,439,257  00 
Total  of  estimates  for  the  countv  of  Suf- 
folk   506,735  00 

Total  for  city  and  county 813,945,992  00 

Estimated  income  on  ac- 
count of  city  of  Bos- 
ton  §2.274,800  00 

Estimated  income  on  ac- 
count    of    county    of 

Suffolk 125,000  00 

§2,399,800  00 

The  average  valuation  for  five  years,  less 
abatements  as  per  assessors'  report 
(City  Doc.  Xo.  10),  is 3678,703,000  00 

§9  on  a  thousand  of  valuation  amounts 
to §6,108,867  00 

Estimated  income 2,399,800  00 

Estimated  receipts  from  polls 95,000  00 

Requirements  of  city 
debt :  percentages §749.107  00 

Requirements  of  city 
debt:  interest .'   1.599,623  00 

Requirements  of  county 
debt:  principal  and  in- 
terest          76,735  00 

2,425,465  00 

Making  a  total  tax  levy  that  may  he  ap- 
priatedrt §11,029,132  00 

The  special  appropriations  asked  for  are  as 
follows: 
Bridges : — 
Congress-street  bridge.     §13.200  00 
Jit.  Washington  -  ave- 
nue bridge 9.680  00 

§22.880  00 

City  Hospital: 
B  nilding  for  contagious 

cases §5.000  00 

IS  nilding  for  contagious 

cases,  furnishing 7.375*00 

Building    for    out-pa- 
tients          16.000  00 

28,375  00 
Common,  etc.: 

Plank  walks §1.200  00 

Trees 5.000  00 

Commonwealth  "  ave- 
nue, loam  for  trees. .  3.000  00 
('tubing    and  gutters. 
Frog  pond  and  Public 
Garden  pond 1.175  00 


Concretewalks 5.000  00 

Plav  grounds 1.000  00 

Public  Garden  bridge..  500  00 
Independence  square, 

drinking  fountain. . .  500  00 

East  Boston  Ferries : 
New  head-house,   No. 

Ferry.   East  Boston 

side §20,000  00 

New  piers, South  Ferry, 

Easl  Boston  side 15,000  00 

Paving  Department : 
Removal  and  care   of 

snow §50.000  00 

Bovlston-street  bridge.  35,000  00 

Stable,  Brighton 6,000  00 

Paving  wharf 50.000  00 

Humboldt  avenue 60.000  00 

Talbot  evenue 22,000  00 

Massachusetts  avenue.  50.000  00 

Norfolk  street 10,000  00 

Beacon    street,    from 
Brookline  avenue  to  St. 

Mary'sstreet 76,000  00 

Police  Department : 
Station  -  houses,  Divi- 
sions 1  and  8 §75,000  00 

Stable,  Division  11 . . .  5,000  00 

Public  Buildings: 

West  city  stables §40,000  00 

South        "           10.000  00 

Engine-house  No.  6...  25.000  00 
Engine-house  and  site, 

Charlestown 3,000  00 

Public  Institutions: 

Almshouse,  Charles- 
town,  repairs §3,000  00 

Marcella-street  Home, 
improvements 6,000  00 

Fences,  Lunatic  Hospi- 
tal grounds 3,000  00 

Asylum  for  Insane, 
Austin  Farm,  repairs  3,000  00 

Superint'dent's  house, 
Long  Island 10.000  00 

Addition  and  repairs  to 
barn,  Long  Island. . .  5,000  00 

Schools  and  schoolhouses : 

Grammar  schoolhouse, 
X'omins  District §6,000  00 

Grammar  schoolhouse, 
Dudley  street,  furni- 
ture   7.000  00 

Primary  schoolhouse 
and  site,  Charles- 
town  Neck 40,000  00 

Primary  schoolhouse 
and  site,  East  Bos- 
ton         40.000  00 

Eliot  schoolhouse, 
heating  apparatus...  5,000  00 

Everett  schoolhouse, 
heating  apparatus 
and  water-closets. . .  8.000  00 

Franklin  schoolhouse, 
water-closets 3,000  00 

Rice  schoolhouse,  wa-. 
ter-closets 4,00000 

Widening  streets: 

Widening      Kneeland 

street §135,000  00 

Widening  North  street      115,000  00 

AVideningHollis  place, 
Roxbury 12,000  00 

Widening  Battery   st.        30,000  00 

Widening  Washington 
street 30.000  00 

Commonwealth  ave- 
nue widening 150.000  00 


359,000  00 


78.000  00 


472,000  00 
§1.235.630  00 


The  estimates  are  82,916,860  more  than  the 
amount  that  can  be  taxed  under  the  law  of  1885 
limiting  taxation. 

Herewith  will  be  found  the  usual  tables  of 
comparison  of  estimates  for  1887-88,  with  appro- 
priations for  the  four  previous  years,  and  the 
estimates  of  income  for  rive  years,  and  a  mes- 
sage from  the  mayor  in  relation  to  his  approval 
or  disapproval. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

James  H.  Dodge, 

City  Auditor. 
City  of  Boston,  ( 

Mayor's  Office,  Feb.  28.  1887. 1 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  charter  and  or- 
dinance I  have  examined  and  made  recommen- 
dations in  relation  to  the  estimates  of  the  vari- 
ous departments.    I  shall  make  further  commit- 
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nication  to  the  City  Council,  as   may  appear 
necessary  upon  further  study  of  the  question. 
Hugh  O'Brien, 
Mayor. 


The  estimates  for  the  city  are  $13,439,257,  and 
for  the  county  $506,735;  total  $13,945,992. 

Estimated  income— City,  $2,274,800:  county, 
$125,000.     Total,  $2,399,800. 


ANNUAL  ESTIMATES— COMPARISON. 

Below  may  he  found  comparative  tables  of  the  estimates  for  1887-88,  with  actual  appropriations 
for  1886-87. 

Appropriation  Estimates        Increase  over 

1886-87.  1887-88.  1886-87. 


Advertising 

Architect's  Department 

Armories 

Assessors'  Department 

Auditor's  Department 

Board  of  Health,  viz. : 

Board  of  Health 

Evergreen  Cemetery. 

Public  Baths 

Quarantine  Department 

Boston  Harbor 

Bridges,  viz: 

Bridges 

Congress-street  Bridge 

Albany-street  Bridge 

Alt.  Washington-avenue  Bridge 

Rebuilding  Cambridge  street,  Brighton 

Rebuilding  North  Beacon  street.  Brighton 

.Rebuilding  Meridian-street  Bridge 

Western-avenue  Bridge  to  Watertown 

Cedar  Grove  Cemetery 

Chestnut-Hill  Driveway 

City  Clerk's  Department 

City  Debt 

City  Hospital,  viz. : 

City  Hospital 

Building  for  contagious  Cases 

"  "  "  "      furnishing 

Building  for  out-patients 

Building  dormitory  for  nurses 

Dormitory  for  nurses,  furnishing 

City  Messenger's  Department 

City  Registrar's  Department 

Collector's  Department 

Common  and  public  squares,  viz.: 

Conunon  and  public  squares 

Plank  walks 

Trees , 

Commonwealth  avenue,  loam  for  trees 

Curbing  and  gutters,  Frog  and  garden  ponds,  etc. . . 

Concrete  walks 

Flagstaffs,  Common,  Public  Garden  and  Washing- 
ton Park 

Play  grounds 

Improvement  of  Copley  square 

1  mpro  vement  of  Mt.  Bowdoin  square 

Improvement  of  Independence  square 

Public  Garden  bridge 

Independence  square,  repairing  fences 

Independence  square,  drinking  fountain 

Contingent  funds,  viz. : 

Joint  committees 

Mayor 

Board  of  Aldermen 

Common  Council 

East  Boston  Ferries,  viz.: 

East  Boston  ferries 

Alteration  of  slips,  South  ferry,  East  Boston  side. . 

Foundations,  South  ferry,  both  sides 

New  ferry  boat 

New  tank 

Repairs  on  drops,  South  ferry,  East  Boston  side 

Repairs  on  two  drops,  South  ferry,  Boston  side 

Repairs  on  old  tanks 

New  head-house,  South  ferry,  Boston  side 

"       "         "       North     "      East  Boston  side.... 

New  piers,  South  ferry,  Boston  side 

"        "         "  "      East  Boston  side 

New  tank,  South  ferry 

Engineer's  Department 

Executive  Department 

Fire  Department,  viz. : 

Fire  Department 

Fire-alarm  telegraph  ( 

Bells  and  clocks         $ • 

Health  Department 

Improved  sewerage,  maintenance 

Incidental  expenses 

Inspection  of  buildings 

Milk  and  vinegar 

Provisions 

Interest 

Lamp  Department 

Law  Deparment 

Markets 

Mt.  Hope  Cemetery 

Removal  of  gravel 

Old  Claims 

Overseers  of  the  Poor,  viz.: 

Overseers  of  the  Poor 

Lodge  for  Wayfarers 

Temporary  Home 

Park  Department,  viz. : 

Park  Department,  office  expenses 

Parks,  maintenance  of 

Covered  channel.  Muddy  river 

Public  park,  Back  Bay 

Arnold  Arboretum  (Bussey  park} 

Wood  Island  park  (East  Boston  park) 

Park  nursery  (Austin  farm,  1883-84) 


#1,350 
16,500 
27,000 
109,000 
23,000 

70,000 

1,483 

16,000 

16,000 

4,000 

90.000 

30,000 


950 

5, 000 

5,000 
1,000 
3,300 
3,750 

190,000 


81,500 

27,840 

31,384 

114,000 

24,200 

82,300 

1,500 

16,000 

16,000 

5,000 

117,700 
13,300 


500 
500 


6,000 

1,500 

9,000 

10,000 

200,000 


gl50 
11,340 
4,384 
5,000 
1,200 

12,300 
17 


1,000 


27,117 
13,200 


4,000 

3,000 

1,000 

21,000 

625,005 

5.400 

4,000 

21,000 

749,107 

2,400 
3.000 

124,102 

170,000 
10,000 

194,800 

5.000 

7,375 

10,000 

24,800 
5.000 
7,375 
6,000 

18,000 
12,550 
52,000 

19,852 

'  13,400 

59,200 

1,852 

850 

7,200 

52,500 

66,800 
1,200 
5,000 
3,000 
1  175 
5.000 

14,300 
1,200 
5,000 
3,000 
1,175 
5,000 

1,000 

500 

5,700 

0,250 

10,000 


Decrease . 

from 
1880-87. 


30,000 


450 

i.obo 


20,000 

20,000 

•■■•• 

15,000 

15.000 

30.000 

33,000 

3,000 

21,000 

21,500 

500 

608,000 

740,955 

72,955 

30,000 

31,005 

1,005 

447.000 

534,338 

87,338 

60,000 

70,820 

10,820 

55,000 

50,000 

5,000 

45.000 

52,900 

7,955 

9.00C 

9,120 

120 

2,300 

2,300 

,504.052 

1,599,623 

94,971 

525,000 

597,633 

72,633 

23,700 

23,500 

200 

9.700 

9,900 

200 

12,000 

14,500 

2,500 

2,000 

8,000 

6,000 

2.000 

2,000 

93,103 

103,700 

10,700 

9,500 

8,500 

1,000 

7,500 

7,000 

500 

0,500 

6,500 

20,000 

■   20,000 
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Appropriation 

1886-87. 

Franklin  park   (West  Roxbury  park  previous  to 

1886-87) ..-. 

Charles-river  embankment .... 

Marine  park.  City  Point,  Soutli  Boston 

Paving  Department,  viz.: 

Paving  I iepanment 700.000 

Humboldt  avenue 

Massachusetts  avenue .... 

Removal  and  care  of  snow 

Boylstou-street  bridge — 

Stable,  Brighton 

Paving  wharf 

Talbot  avenue — 

Norfolk  street ,.  

Beacon  street,  from  Brookliueave.  to  St.  Mary's  st.  — 

Police  Department 980,000 

Station  houses,  Divisions  1  and  8 

Stable.  Division  11 

Printing  and  stationery 40.000 

Public  Buildings  and  Land,  viz. : 

Public  buildings 100.000 

West  city  stables — 

South  city  sta  bles — 

Engine-house,  Bunker-hill  street .... 

Addition  to  Police  Station-house  No.  5 

,      Fire  Department  repair  shop 

Fire  Department  building,  Boylston  street 

Police  station-house,  Boylston  street 

Library  lut,  Dartmouth  street  and  St.  James  ave 

Fire  Department  building  and  site,  Charlestown 

Engine-house  No.  6 

Engine-house,  Saratoga  street 5,000 

Engine-house  and  site,  Charlestown 

Public  Celebrations: 

May  30 5,000 

June  17 3,000 

July  4 12,000 

Public  institutions,  viz.: 

House  of  Industry 185,000 

House  of  Correction 93,000 

Lunatic  Hospital ..  59,000 

Office  expenses 8.500 

Pauper  expenses 160.000 

Steamer  J. Putnam  Bradlee ...  17.000 

Marcella-street  Home 39.500 

Almshouse,  Austin  Farm 29,000 

Asylum  for  Insane,  Austin  Farm 

Stone-cutting,  Deer  and  Rainsford  Islands .... 

Home  for  Paupers,  Long  Island 

Almshouse,  Charlestown 17 .000 

"  "  repairs 

Marcella-street  Home,  improvements .... 

Home  for  Paupers,  Long  Island 4,000 

New  boiler,  etc.,  Steamer  "J.  Putnam  Bradlee" 

Furnishing  Master's  house,  House  of  Correction .... 

Hospital  and  furnishing.  House  of  Industry .... 

Steam-heating,  House  of  Industry 

Dead-house,  House  of  Industry .... 

Repairing  House  of  Correction 

Fences,  Lunatic  Hospital  grounds 

Engine,  etc.,  Austin  Farm .... 

Asylum  for  Insane  at  Austin  Farm,  alterations 

Steam-heating,  Almshouse,  Charlestown 

Superintendent's  house,  Long  Island 

Addition  to  and  repairs  of  barn    "      

Public  Lands 2.000 

Public  Library. 1 20.000 

Record  Commissioners 4.000 

Registration  of  voters,  and  Election  Expenses,  viz.: 

Registration  of  Voters 30.000 

Election  Expenses 13.000 

Reserved  Fund 25,000 

Salaries II  .000 

Schools  and  Schoolhouses.  viz.: 

School  Instructors 1  200.000 

School  Expenses,  School  Committee 225.000 

Salaries  Officers,  School  Committee 59.000 

Schoolhouses,  Public  Buildings 165.000 

Schoolhouses,  Fire  Escapes 

Grammar  schoolhouse,  kenilworth  street 

Grammar  schoolhouse,  Kenilworth  street,  furnish- 
ing  

Primary  schoolhouse,  Howard  avenue,  furnishing..  

Grammar  schoolhouse,  Hammond  street,  site 

Grammar  schoolhouse,  Hammond  street,  building. .  

Grammar  schoolhouse,  Hammond  street,furnislung.  

Primary  schoolhouse.  Main  street,  site 

Primary  schoolhouse,  Main  street,  building 

Primary  schoolhouse,  Blossom  street,  site 

Primary  schoolhouse,  Blossom  street,  building 12,000 

Primary  schoolhouse,  Blossom  street,  furnishing.. . .  

Primary  schoolhouse,  Parker  street,  building..." 

Primary  schoolhouse,  Parker  street,  furnishing 

Auburn  street  schoolhouse 

George  Putnam  schoolhouse 

Lexington-street  schoolhouse,  lot 

Primary  schoolhouse,  0  street. 

Chapman  schoolhouse,  furnishing .... 

East  Boston  high  schoolhouse,  furnishing 

Grammar  schoolhouse,  Comins  district: 

Site 

Building 18 ,000 

Furnishing 

Grammar  schoolhouse,  Minot  district: 

Building 3,000 

Furnishing 

Grammar  schoolhouse,  Dearborn  district: 

Site 


Estimates 
1887-88. 


1,745,500 
60,000 
50,000 
50.000 
35,000 
6,000 
50,000 
22,000 
10,000 
76,000 

1,124,039 

75,000 

5,000 

47,000 

129,000 
40,000 
10,000 


6,000 


Increase  over 
1886-87. 


1,045,500 

60,000 

50,000 

50,000 

35,000 

6,000 

50,000 

22,000 

10,000 

76,000 

144,039 

75.000 

5,000 

7,000 

29,000 
40,000 
10,000 


25,000 

25.000 

3,000 

3.000 

5,000 

3,000 

12,000 

195,035 

92,200 

61,062 

8,905 

168,400 
18,125 
42,625 

10,035 

2,062 
405 
8,400 
1,125 
3,125 

40,000 

40,000 

57,200 
17,303 

3,000 
6,000 

57,200 

303 

3,000 

6,000 

3,000 

3,000 

3,000 

3,000 

10,000 

5,000 

5,000 

120,000 

5,000 

10,000 
5,000 
3,000 

1,000 

30,000 

13,000 

100,000 

11,000 

75,000 

1,242,088 

267,000 

57,760 

180,000 

42,088 
42,000 

15,000 

Decrease 

from 
1880-87 


29,000 


12,000 


12.000 
3.000 
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Grammar  schoolhonse,  Dudley  street 

Grammar  schoolliouse,  Dudley  street,  furniture 

Grammar  schoolhonse,  Bennett  district 

Grammar  schoolliouse,  Bennett  district,  furniture 

Primary  schoolliouse,  Brighton  district: 

Site 

Building 

Furnishing 

Primary  schoolliouse,  Harbor  View  street: 

Buiiding 

Furnishing 

Primary  schoolhonse,  Harrison  avenue: 

Building 

Primary  schoolhonse  and  site,  Clarlestown  Neck. . 
Primary  schoolhonse  and  site.  East  Boston 

Furnishing 

Primary  schoolhonse,  0  street : 

Furnishing ' 

Primary  sohoolhouse,  Savin-hill  avenue 

Eliot  schoolliouse,  heating  apparatus 

F^verett  schoolliouse.  heating  apparatus  and  water- 
closets 

Franklin  schoolliouse,  water-closets 

Kice  schoolliouse,  water-closets 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures..  J 

Sewer  Department 

Sinking-!  nnd  Commissioners 

Soldiers'  Relief 

Stony-Brook  Improvement 

Surveyor's  Department 

Temporary  Loan 

Treasurer's  Department 

West  Boston  and  other  bridges 

Widening  Streets,  viz. : 

Widening  streets 

I )  -  ,«t  reet  extension 

Huntington-avenue  extension 

Massachusetts  avenne . . 

Pliillips-street  extension 

Beacon  street  and  Brookline  avenue  (raising  gradej 

Linden -park  extension 

Sterling-street  extension 

Ferrin  street 

Tremont  street  at  Parker  street 

Extension  of  Kneeland  place 

Widening  Kneeland  street 

North  street 

Mollis  place,  Roxbury 

Batter]  street 

Washington  street 

Commonwealth  avenue,  widening 


iations—  Continued. 

Appropriation 

Estimates 

Increase  over 

Decrease 

1S8G-S7. 

18S7-88. 

18S6-S7. 

from 
1SSG-S7. 

40.000 

40.000 

7,000 

7.000 

5,606 

5,000 

3.000 

3,000 

l:: 


Total  for.  the  city  of  Boston 810,081,990 

County  of  Suffolk "       425,000 

County  Court  Bouse,  heating  and  ventilating 

County  Deb! 17.000 

County  Interest 29,700 


Total 810,553,690 

ARMORIES. 

Mr.  Sundberg  presented  the  petition  of  Cap- 
tain M.  J.  McCarthy  .in  behalf  of  Company  D, 
Ninth  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  for  $1500  (or repairs 
and  furnishings  of  armory,  corner  of  Bunker- 
Hill  and  Lexington  streets. 

Mr.  Dewey  moved  (o  refer  to  the  Committer 
"ii    Armories. 

The  President— The  motion  isoutof  order, 
there  being  mi  Joint  Committee  mi  Armories. 
Tin:  paper  will  lie  sent  up. 

PAl'KKS    FROM    ROAR \  I.IIF.R.MKN. 

i.  ( lommnnication  Erom  Board  <>f  Police,  trans- 
mitting approval  of  Chapters  2,  3  and  i  of  the 
erdinances  of  1887  increasing  salaries  of  certain 
members  of  the  Police  Department. 

Placed  on  tile. 

•j.  Appointment  by  city  messenger  of  Foster 
M.  Spurr,  Charles  10.  Silloway;,  ami  Harry  II.  <  >s- 
born,  as  first,  second,  and  third  assistant  mes- 
sengers,  respect  ively. 

Approved  in  concurrence.  Mr.  AVhall  moved 
in  reconsider :  losl 

Mr.  Fowl kr  moved  that  Nos.  :s,  l,  5,  0  and 
7  be  considered  together  and  accepted. 

Mr.  Whali,  objected  to  No.  6  being  included 
u  itli  the  others. 

The  President— Objections  being  made  each 
item  will  be  acted  on  separately. 

3.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  leave  to 
withdraw  on  petition  of  William  B.  Bartlett  for 
compensation  for  services  rendered  as  an  in- 
spector in  the  City  Architect's  Department. 

Accepted  in  concurrence, 

4.  Report  <>r  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  William  llannon  to  lie  com- 
pensated for  land  taken  by  the  city. for  the  lay- 
ing out  of  01  ney  street. 

Accepted  in  concurrence. 

r,.  Report  of  same  romniittee.lcaveto  withdraw 


■  In, non 
40,000 


40,000 
40.0110 


5.000 


S.000 

S.000 

3.000 

3,000 

4,000 

4.000 

10.G00 

10.936 

33G 

150.000 

395.000 

245.000 

•J.  5  on 

2,500 

60,000 

60,000 

10,950 

25.000 

14.050 

31.000 

32,000 

1.000 

175,000 

175,000 

37.000 

38.000 

1,000 

12.000 

S.'Joo 

3.S0O 

-in  mm 

148.000 

it  >S. 000 

i :;.-,.  nno 

115.000 
12,000 
30.000 
30.000 

150,000 

813,439,267 

430,000 

IT.oiin 
69,786 

813,945,992 


80,085 

83,807,292 


13.000 


Ml  I  ■.•■>.. 


8414,990 


on  petition  of  W.  R.  Clark  for  compensation  for 
land  taken  from,  and  grade  damages  to,  his  es- 
tate on  Winter  and  East  streets,  Dorchester. 
\i -I it  pted  in  concurrence. 

Salary  of  Maldin  Bridge  Drawtender. 

u.  Report  of  Committee  on  Bridges,  leave  to 
withdraw  on  petition  of  the  draw-tender  of 
Maiden  bridge  for  an  increase  of  salary,  and 
i  hai  i  he  ordinance  to  increase  said  salary  ought 
not  lo  pass. 

Mr.  Lkary— I  move  thai  thai  report  he  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  Bridges. 

The,  President— For  the   Information  of  the 

Council  the  clerk  will  read  the  report. 
The  clerk  read  the  report. 

Mr.  i.kaky- I  wish  to  withdraw  thai  motion 
until  such  time  as  Mr.  Illume  puts  a  motion  in 

the  mailer. 

Mr.  I'.i.imi:    l  move   the  re-consideration  of 

N'iis.  :;.  I.  and  ."..  hoping  it  will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Wihtimiirk  I  rise  to  it  point  of  order,  as 
to  whether  or  not  t  hat  can  be  done  at  prcscnl 
without  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

The  PrESTDEN  1      The  motion  is  not  in  on  lei  a  I 

the  present  time.    The  Question  is  on  No.  6. 

Mr.  Lkary— I  renew  the  motion  that  No.  G  be 
recomitted  to  the  Committee  on  Bridges. 

Mr.  Lum— I  would  like  to  inquire  why  this 
mailer  should  be  referred  baok  to  the  commit- 
tee, The  gent  leniiin  who  makes  the  motion  is  a 
member  oi  the  committee,  and  I  would  like  lo 
know  why  this  matter  should  be  referred  back? 

Mr,  Leaky — It  came  originally  from  thecom- 
mittee  under  a  misunderstanding.  The  idea  is 
at  the  present  time' there  is  no  such  thing  as  a 
majority  or  minority  report,  because  as  I  nave 
sufficient  reason  to  know  that  if  anything  it  is 
an  even  report,    That  is  about  the  amount  of  it, 

ii   was  brought  from  the  c nittee  in  baste, 

Another  reason  is,  that  it  should  have  been  en 
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terecl  into  the  Council  in  the  first  place.  That 
order  originated  here,  and  it  should  have  come 
to  our  branch  in  the  first  place.  I  did  not  know 
that  it  was  going  in  last  Monday;  the  under- 
standing- in  the  committee  was  that  that  matter 
should  be  laid  over  a  couple  of  weeks  that  it 
might  be  considered  with  other  matters.  That 
is  the  particular  reason  why  I  asked. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  trust  this  matter  will  be  acted 
upon  tonight.  I  think  that  last  year  the  first 
thing  that  we  started  in  upon  in  the  matter  of 
increasing  salaries  was  in  this  matter  of  bridges 
—bridge  employees.  I  hoped  when  I  saw  this 
item  on  the  calendar  tonight  that  a  change  had 
taken  place,  and  that  our  Committee  on  Bridges 
had  realized  the  necessity  of  stopping  and  not 
increasing  any  more  salaries;  and  I  hailed  it  as 
a  good  omen  for  the  future.  I  am  sorry  to  see  ■ 
the  chairman  of  that  committee  on  the  part  of 
the  Council,  rise  here  for  the  purpose  of  refer- 
ring back  this  matter  to  the  committee.  I  un- 
derstand the  feeling  is  that  this  matter  of  in- 
creasing salaries  has  gone  far  enough  already, 
and  tlie  feeling  even  among  the  majority  of  this 
chamber  and  the  Board  of  Aldermen  is  that  a 
halt  should  be  called.  I  think  this  matter 
should  be  acted  upon  in  accordance  with  the 
recommendation  of  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Lear y— I  wish  to  state  that  this  matter 
may  come  back  to  us  in  its  present  form.  After 
it  is  considered  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Bridges,  I  have  no  guarantee  that  it 
will  come  back  otherwise.  But  I  want  the  thing 
fully  considered.  I  had  not  the  chance  either  to 
sign  the  minority  or  the  majority  report.  I  had 
occasion  to  leave  that  committee  meeting  at 
that  time  with  other  members. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  hope  the  matter  will  be  re- 
committed simply  for  the  reason  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  13  has  given,  that  there 
seems  to  have  been  some  informality  in  regard 
to  the  way  in  which  the  report  was  accepted,  or 
ordered  to  be  sent  forward  in  the  committee. 
Under  those  circumstances,  Mr.  President,  I  do 
not  think  the  Council  has  ever  refused  to  re- 
commit, in  order  that,  if  there  is  any  misunder- 
standing on  the  part  of  the  committee,  they 
may  correct  it  in  their  own  body.  I  will  not  go 
into  the  merits  of  this  question,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, but  rely  on  the  statement  made  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  13.  I  think  it  is  a  matter  of 
the  most  ordinary  courtesy  to  recommit  the 
report,  with  these  considerations,  back  to  the 
committee.  We  don't  want  to  have  any  dis- 
putes as  to  whether  committees  have  complied 
with  our  rules  in  making  their  reports.  Last 
year,  if  yon  remember,  there  was  a  case  where 
a  single  member  came  in  and  said  that  he  did 
not  know  that  a  meeting  was  to  be  called,  or 
something  of  that  kind,  and  the  whole  matter 
was  immediately  sent  back,  in  order  that  the 
rights  of  every  member  of  the  committee  might 
be  carefully  preserved.  I  think  on  that  account 
it  should  be  sent  back. 

Mr.  Reilly— I  hope  the  motion  to  refer  back 
to  the  committee  will  prevail.  At  the  meeting 
of  the  committee  as  the  gentlemen  has  stated, 
there  was  a  minority  report  There  was  a  mi- 
nority of  the  committee  in  favor  of  the  passage 
of  the  ordinance.  One  gentleman  being  obliged 
to  leave,  there  was  a  motion  passed  in  regard  to 
some  other  matters  which  was  supposed  to  in- 
clude this,  that  they  should  be  laid  over  until 
the  next  meeting.  The  minority  report  should 
have  been  signed  by  myself  and  one  other  mem- 
ber of  the  committee,  Mr.  Coyle ;  but  through  an 
error  it  went  into  the  Board  of  Aldermen  with- 
out being  signed,  and  as  there  was  nobody  to 
present  it,  the  majority  report  was  accepted, 
while  a  majority  of  the  committee  supposed  the 
matter  was  not  going  to  be  acted  on  until  after 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Bridge  Committee.  As 
I  understand  it,  there  were  some  members  who 
voted  on  this  mal  ter  who  afterwards  desired  to 
change  their  minds  and  vote  differently.  I 
think  if  this  is  recommitted  back  to  the  commit- 
tee the  next  report  will  be  unanimous  one  way 
or  the  other.  I  hope  the  matter  will  be  recom- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Ladd— In  view  of  the  statements  that 
have  been  made  that  the  possibility  is  that  next 
time  the  report  of  the  committee  will  be  unani- 
mous and  the  same  as  it  is  tonight,  I  withdraw 
all  opposition  I  made  to  it.  I  made  the  opposi- 
tion m  the  first  instance  simply  because  I  sup- 
posed that  the  purpose  was  to  introduce  a 
report    directly  opposite,    and    I    am  glad   to 


know  that  the  probability  is  that  it  will  be  the 
same. 

The  report  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Bridges. 

Miscellaneous. 

7.  Report  of  Committee  on  Markets,  no  action 
necessary  on  remonstrance  of  Lowell  B.  Hiscock 
against  granting  the  petition  of  W.  H.  Prior  for 
a  lease  of  stalls  9  and  11  Faneuil-hall  Market. 
Accepted  in  concurrence. 

8.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  and  order 
to  pay  Henry  Doherty  $25  as  compensation  for 
coal  taken  by  police  officers  for  relief  of  sufferers 
from  the  Stony-brook  flood.  Report  accepted, 
order  passed  in  concurrence  under  suspension 
of  the  rule. 

9.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  and  order 
to  pay  Worthen  T.  James  and  James  H.  May- 
bury  §100  in  settlement  of  their  claim  for  the 
loss  of  their  horse  and  damage  to  their  property 
from  being  run  into  by  a  steam  fire  engine. 
Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence 
under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

Alexander  N~eiv's  Claim. 

The  clerk  announced  that  the  following  paper 
had  been  received  too  late  to  put  on  the  cal- 
lendar : 

Report  of  Committee  on  Claims  and  order  to 
pay  Alexander  New  850  in  compensation  for 
personal  injuries  received  while  assisting  an 
officer  to  secure  an  escaped  prisoner. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  giving  the  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Whall— I  am  perfectly  willing  that  Mr.  _ 
New  shall  get  his  $50,  but  I  desire  that  he  shall  • 
get  it  in  proper  form.  I  see  that  this  order  re- 
fers for  its  payment  to  the  appropriation  for  the 
county  of  Suffolk.  As  far  as  the  Common 
Council  is  concerned  we  might  as  well  have  re- 
ferred it  to  the  privy  purse  of  Queen  Victoria. 
After  the  Common  Council  on  its  part  passes 
the  appropriation  for  the  county  of  Suffolk,  and 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  acting  as  the  concur- 
rent branch,  approves  of  it,  and  it  is 
signed  by  the  mayor,  and  the  appropriation  is 
fully  and  legally  made,  the  money  immediately 
goes  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  as  County  Com- 
missioners, and  in  the  spending  of  that  money 
we,  as  Common  Councilmen,  have  not  the 
slightest  voice  whatever.  I  think  the  law  should 
be  changed  so  that  the  Common  Council  should 
have  a  voice  in  saying  how  the  appropriation 
for  Suffolk  county  should  be  spent.  But  until 
that  change  is  made,  we  should  pursue  a  legal 
and  proper  course.  Now  the  only  thing  that 
suggests  itself  to  me  whereby  this  man  may  get 
his  money  is  to  change  the  source  from  which  it 
comes— change  it  to  the  appropriation  for  the 
Health  Department,  over  which  we  have  some 
supervision ;  or  refer  it  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee for  their  report  as  to  our  powers  over  the 
appropriation  for  the  county  of  Suffolk.  I  un- 
derstand that  this  order  was  in  due  course  sent 
by  the  city  elerk  of  the  city  of  Boston  to  the 
mayor  for  his  approval,  after  it  had  passed  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  but  that  the  mayor,  after 
consultation  with  the  corporation  counsel,  was 
of  the  opinion  that  it  required  concurrent 
action  by  the  Common  Council.  If  that  is  so, 
then  it  is  the  first  time  the  Common  Council  has 
been  given  a  right  which  it  has  for  some  time, 
been  striving  to  get  by  legislative  petition. 
Those  gentlemen  who  were  here,  as  members 
of  last  year's  government,  will  remember  that 
the  chief  justice  from  Ward  12  cited  as  one  of 
the  gravest  cases  of  injustice  to  the  prerogatives 
of  this  branch,  that  we  were  not  allowed  to 
have  anything  to  do  with  the  appropriation  for 
the  County  of  Suffolk  after  it  had  left  our  hands. 
I  noticed  yesterday  in  the  report  in  the  Traveller, 
this  seeming  anomaly.and  had  a  conversation  to- 
day with  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  wherein  I  strove  to 
find  the  reason,  upon  which  the  learned  corpora- 
tion counsel  based  his  opinion.  I  could  gain 
none;  and  I  presume  that  this  is  probably  what 
our  chief  law  officer  would  call  a  sidewalk  opin- 
ion. So  it  is  a  matter  of  small  importance  as  re- 
gards the  amount,  but  the  principle  behind  it  is  a 
matter  of  very  great  importance.  If  the  Common 
Council  has  the  right  to  act  concurrently  with  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  with  regard  to  county  expen- 
ses to  the  extent  of  S50,  it  has  the  right  to  act  con- 
currently to  the  extent  of  $50,000.  because,  if  our 
concurrence  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the  ex- 
penditure of  one   dollar,  we  have  that  same 


'2'26 


COMMON     COUNCIL 


right  and  there  is  the  same  necessity  for  our 
concurrence  in  the  expenditure  of  every  cent 
of  the  appropriation.  I  will  not  insist  upon  hav- 
ing it  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
except  that  this  is  a  matter  of  some  importance. 
If  any  gentleman  on  the  Committee  on  Claims 
will  move  to  have  "appropriation  for  the  County 
of  Suffolk"  stricken  out,  and  to  insert  the  appro- 
priation for  some  department  over  which  we 
have  jurisdiction,  then  I  will  withdraw  my  mo- 
tion. I  mention  the  Health  Department  because 
these  vans  are  under  its  charge,  the  same  as 
wagons  used  inscavengering  the  city.  I  move  its 
reference  to  the  Committee  on  Health  Depart- 
ment. 

The  order  was  referred  to  Committee  on  Health 
Department.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  recon- 
sider: lost. 

Additional  Engineers  for  Broadway. 

10.  Report  of  Committee  on  Bridges  that  the  or- 
dinance (approved  as  to  form  by  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances)  to  amend  Chapter  45  of  the 
Revised  Ordinances  of  1S85,  so  as  to  increase  the 
number  of  engineers  on  Broadway  bridge  from 
one  to  two,  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question 
came  on  giving  the  ordinance  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  to  inquire  what  the 
necessity  is  of  doubling  the  engineer  force  on 
the  Broadway  bridge? 

Mr.  Leary— The  committee  have  examined 
all  the  bridges,  and  this  one  in  particular.  The 
men  now  on  this  bridge  number  five,  and  it  is 
one  of  the  largest  bridges  in  the  city  of  Boston. 
It  is  impossible  to  open  that  bridge  with  less 
than  three  men,  and  as  a  result  of  having  only 
►  rive  men,  they  are  compelled  to  serve  very  long 
hours.  It  was  reported  to  the  Committee  on 
Bridges  that  an  engineer  there  now  had  to  stay 
66  hours  at  one  time  on  duty,  get  sleep  when  he 
could;  and  we,  as  a  committee,  felt  that  that 
state  of  affairs  should  not  exist,  because  in  case 
of  an  accident  it  would  not  look  very  plausible 
to  say,  in  defence  of  the  city,  that  when  an  acci- 
dent occurred,  the  man  was  on  duty  66  hours, 
which  might  be  very  likly  to  occur.  The  com- 
mittee considered  the  matter  very  carefully  and 
they  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  best  way 
out  of  it  was  to  furnish  another  engineer,  and 
thenthev  would  have  what  you  might  call  two 
gangs.    That  is  the  principal  reason. 

.  Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman 
if  there  has  been  only  one  gang  so  far? 

Mr.  Leary— Yes,  sir;  and  on  account  of  there 
being  only  five  men  it  makes  these  extremely 
long  hours  we  speak  of— 66  consecutive  hours  on 
duty. 

Mr.  Ladd — Will  the  gentleman  inform  me  how 
long  this  bridge  has  been  run  in  this  way,  by 
live  men? 

Mr.  Leary— Well,  Mr.  President,  I  assume 
that  it  has  been  run  in  that  way  since  it  has 
been  built. 

Mr.  Ladd— How  long  has  that  been?  Does  the 
gentleman  know? 

Mr.  Leary— I  do  not  know,  but  I  can  state 
probably  10  or  12  years.  I  have  been  informed 
that  it  will  be  10  years  next  Thursday. 

Mr.  Ladd— It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  President,  that 
we  ought  to  have  a  little  more  time  in  which  to 
consider  this  matter  before  we  pass  it.  It  this 
bridge  has  been  running  in  this  way  10  years  by 
these  five  men,  before  we  double  the  force  of 
engineers  there  we  should  have  some  further 
time  in  order  to  investigate  the  matter  our- 
selves. Perhaps  we  ought  to  have  confidence 
enough  in  the  committee;  but,  unfortunately, 
the  Bridge  Committee  (that  is,  the  committee 
of  last  year,  and  so  far  in  this  year)  has  been 
pressing  forward  its  claims  for  increases  of  s;il 
aries  and  other  things,  which  some  members  of 
this  body  felt  were  unwise;  and  therefore  I 
think  they  should  allow  us  until  the  next  meet- 
ing to  consider  this  matter. 

Mr.  Leary— Perhaps  I  left  out  one  very  im- 
portant fact  in  this  case,  which  is,  that  one  of 
the  assistants  had  asked  for  an  increase  of  pay. 
That  was  the  gentleman  who  is  on  duty  66  hours 
on  a  stretch.  That  was  one  of  the  principal 
reasons  why  we  made  this  report. 

Mr.  Atwood— As  one  of  the  members  of  the 
committee  I  would  like  to  enlighten  the  mem- 
ber from  Ward  10  upon  this  matter.  The  com- 
mittee visited  this  bridge  and  inspected  it  care- 
fully. They  took  into  consideration  the  fact 
that  by  increasing  the  lone  by  another  engineer 
here,  we  would  do  away  with  increasing  the 


salaries  of  employees  on  all  the  city  bridges. 
Being  on  the  Bridge  Committee,  I  know  that  on 
nearly  every  bridge  in  the  city  different  men 
have  asked  for  an  increase  of  salary.  This  en- 
gineer, who  is  there  now,  is  the  one  who  asked 
for  an  increase  of  salary,  and  not  the  assistant, 
as  stated  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
the  part  of  the  Council.  He  asked  for  an  in- 
crease of  §200,  but  the  committee  thought  that 
rather  than  increase  the  salary,  as  he  was  serv- 
ing 66  hours,  it  was  no  more  than  just  to  him  as 
employee  of  the  city  of  Boston  that  he  should 
not  serve  66  consecutive  hours,  and  rather  than 
increase  the  salary  the  city  should  put  another 
engineer  there,  which  has  been  wanted  for  some 
time.  There  are  only  five  men  there  now,  and 
the  superintendent  of  bridges  divides  up  the 
time  as  best  he  can  to  relieve  the  men,  still,  cer- 
tain ones  have  to  serve  there  66  consecutive 
hours — of  course  not  working  all  that  time,  but 
still  they  have  to  be  there.  I  think  that  if  any 
gentleman  of  this  Council  would  visit  that 
bridge  and  see  where  these  men  live  for  66  hours 
—virtually  underground— I  think  they  would  be 
unanimous,  the  same  as  the  committee  was,  in 
believing  that  another  engineer  should  be 
allowed,  and  let  them  have  reasonable  hours  off. 
The  committee  were  unanimous  in  agreeing  to 
have  another  engineer  rather  than  to  increase 
the  salaries.  By  doing  that,  and  stopping  the 
increase  of  salaries  on  this  bridge,  it  will  give 
us  a  chance  to  stop  the  increase  of  salaries  on 
the  other  bridges. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman 
who  has  just  taken  his  seat  one  question.  I  did 
not  understand  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  the  part  of  the  Council  to  say  that  this  66- 
hour  service  was  a  regular  thing,  but  only  an 
exceptional  thing. 

Mr.  Atwood— It  is  a  regular  thing  the  year 
round. 

Mr.  Ladd— If  that  is  so  I  should  certainly  with- 
draw all  opposition  to  the  ordinance.  I  did  not 
suppose  it  was  so,  and  am  surprised  to  have  it 
stated  as  a  fact.  I  would  like  further  time  to 
investigate,  as  I  am  rather  incredulous ;  but  if  it 
is  so,  I  do  not  want  to  oppose  the  ordinance. 

The  ordinance  was  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  the  rule  was 
suspended  and  the  order  passed  in  concur- 
rence.   Mr.  Leary  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

Esses-Street    Widening. 

11.  Order  requesting  Street  Commissioners  to 
prepare  plans  and  estimate  the  cost  of  widening 
Essex  street  from  Chauncv  to  Lincoln  street.to  a 
width  of  50  feet,  and  report  to  the  City  Council. 

Passed  in  concurrence. 

OCCUPATION  OF    STREETS    FOR    BUILDING    PUR- 
POSES. 

Mr.  Whitmore  called  up  the  special  assign- 
ment for  8  P.M.,  viz.: 

12.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Depart- 
ment for  the  Inspection  of  Buildings,  and  an  ordi- 
nance (approved  as  to  form  by  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances)  to  amend  Chap.  28  of  the  Re- 
\  ised  Ordinances  of  1885,  as  amended  by  Chap.  25 
of  the  Ordinances  of  1886,  by  striking  out  of  Sec. 
8,  all  after  "occupation,"  in  10th  line  of  said  sec- 
tion, and  inserting  in  place  thereof :  "And  the 
person  to  whom  such  permit  is  granted  shall 
also  be  required  to  erect  and  maintain,  during 
his  said  occupancy  of  the  public  street,  a  way 
for  the  use  of  foot-passengers,  at  such  time  and 
in  such  manner  as  the  said  inspector  may  di- 
rect." 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question 
came  on  giving  the  ordinance  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  to  substitute  for  the. 
ordinance  that  comes  from  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men the  ordinance  which  passed  the  Connnon 
Council  last  year,  and  I  will  send  it  to  the  clerk 
in  a  moment,  as  soon  as  I  can  get  a  printed  copy. 
It  has  been  reprinted  during  the  past  week  and 
sent  to  the  members,  and  I  have  sent  down 
stairs  for  some  more  copies  to  bo  distributed 
this  evening.  It  is,  City  Document  No.  176  of 
last  year,  ami  reads  as  follows:  "An  ordinance 
to  amend  Chapter  25  of  the  Ordinances  of  1886," 
by  mii  alteration  which  is  contained  in  the  docu- 
ment. Now,  Mr.  President,  the  way  in  which 
the  matter  stands  can  be  briefly  described  thus. 
The  members  will  find  on  page  til  of  the  Revised 
Ordinances,  which  are  on  their  desks.  Section 
8,  a  statement  of  the  original  law  or  ordinance  in 
regard  to  putting  proper  safeguards  about  build- 
ings    being    constructed    on    a    public    streot, 
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and  it  says  when  the  permit  is  granted 
it  should  be  enclosed  with  a  sufficient 
fence  and  there  should  be  a  lighted  lan- 
tern on  it,  and  so  on.  But.  Mr.  President, 
last  year  the  matter  came  up  for  amendment, 
and  it  was  amended  in  Chapter  23  of  last  year. 
This  document  has  also  been  sent  to  the  mem- 
bers, and  copies  will  be  here  in  a  moment,  but 
the  amendment  which  was  passed  last  year,  and 
approved  by  the  mayor  June  12,  was  as  follows, 
by  adding  to  Section  8  these  words: 

And  the  person  to  whom  such  permit  is  granted  shaU 
also  he  required  to  erect  and  maintain,  during  his  said 
occupancy  of  the  public  street,  a  covered  way  not  less 
than  four  feet  in  width  for  the  use  of  foot  passengers, 
either  on  the  level  of  the  street  or  approached  by  suitable 
steps,  and  said  covered  way  shall  be  at  least  10  feet  in 
height,  and  shall  have  on  its  side  next  to  the  portion  of 
the  highway  used  for  vehicles  a  close  fence,  or  a  continu- 
ous row  of  "posts,  of  the  height  of  at  least  10  feet,  and  dis- 
tant  not  over  four  feet  from  each  other. 

That  is  the  law  at  the  present  time.  The  ordi- 
nance passed  last  year  is  now  the  existing  ordi- 
nance, and  requires,  as  will  be  seen,  that  when- 
ever there  is  any  building  to  be  erected,  and  a 
street  is  conceded  to  the  builders,  they  shall 
place  a  covered  way  around  it.  It  is  the  duty  of 
the  inspector  of  buildings  and  all  other  officers 
of  the  city  to  see  that  that  law  is  carried  into 
effect.  Well,  sir,  there  was  a  great  deal 
of  trouble  raised  last  fall  by  the  build- 
ers. They  didn't  like  that  ordinance;  they 
said  it  was  too  hard  and  too  strict  upon 
them,  and  that  it  was  not  enforced  by  the  in- 
spector of  buildings.  Then  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men passed  a  very  general  amendment,  which 
left  the  whole  matter  in  the  discretion  of  the 
inspector  of  buildings,  and  the  Common  Council 
dissented  from  that,  and  passed  the  ordinance 
which  I  now  offer  again  as  an  amendment,  and 
which  the  gentlemen  will  now  understand  per- 
haps better  than  before.  We  proposed  further 
to  amend  the  ordinance  by  adding  after  the  des- 
cription of  this  covered  way,  that  the  posts 
Uhould  be  10  feet  high  and  four  feet  apart,  which 
U'ould  be  a  perfect  protection,  and  leave  a  suit- 
able entrance  for  teams  to  the  building.  The 
inspector  of  buildings  may  suspend  or  modify 
the  requirements  of  this  ordinance  in  respect  to 
buildings  which  are  outside  of  the  building 
limits  as  defined  by  Section  1,  Chapter  48,  of  the 
Revised  Ordinances  of  1885.  Now,  sir,  the  Com- 
mon Council  last  year  in  passing  that  amendment 
met  the  only  two  serious  objections  which  were 
made  ay  the  builders.  It  enabled  them  to 
have  room  enough  to  drive  in  under  the  covered 
way,  or  through  the  covered  way  into  the  build- 
ing with  their  teams  in  the  first  place,  and,  in 
the  second  place,  it  enabled  the  inspector  of 
buildings  to  suspend  the  ordinance  in  regard  to 
buildings  outside  of  what  are  known  as  the 
building  limits,  otherwise  called  the  fire  limits, 
which,  as  we  all  know,  comprise  the  thickly 
settled  parts  of  the  city.  Those  two  concessions 
were  made  by  the  Common  Council  last  year, 
and  I  think,  sir,  after  consultation  with  the 
members  who  considered  it  last  year  in  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  that  they  are  still  of 
the  opinion  that  that  was  as  far  as  it  was  of  any 
use  to  go.  Now,  sir,  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
come  down  to  us  again  with  substantially  the 
same  proposition  as  they  did  last  year — the  order 
which  has  come  down  to  us  and  which  is  here 
tonight— and  that  is  an  amendment  that  the 
person  to  whom  the  permit  is  granted  shall  be 
required  to  maintain  a  way  for  the  use  of 
foot  passengers  at  such  time  and  in  such  man- 
ner as  the  inspector  of  buildings  may  require. 
Well,  with  all  due  respect  to  that  officer,  it 
seems  to  me  that  this  is  not  a  case  where  we 
ought  to  pass  a  large  ordinance,  after  having 
had  a  great  deal  of  trouble  with  it,  and  then  say 
it  shall  be  enforced  or  not,  in  the  judgment  of 
one  man.  He  is  not  in  a  position  where  he 
ought  to  have  that  responsibility  put  upon  him. 
If  the  ordinance  is  not  a  good  one  it  ought  not 
to  stand  in  any  form  whatever ;  and  if  it  is  a 
good  one  we  ought  to  have  sufficient  grit  to 
stand  up  and  say  that  however  unpopular  the 
ordinance  may  be,  it  is  a  right  and  good  one. 
and  one  in  the  interest  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
city.  We  have  come  back  again,  as  I  said,  to 
where  we  were  last  year.  The  Board  of  Alder- 
men want  practically  to  wipe  the  ordi- 
nance out.  They  do  not  do  it  in  so  many 
words,  but  they  say  enforce  it  or  not,  ac- 
cording to  the  wishes  or  ideas  of  the  in- 
spector of  buildings.  I  propose,  by  offering 
this   amendment,  that   the   Common    Council 


shall  stand  where  they  did  last  year,  and  say 
that  we  will  make  all  right  and  necessary 
changes  in  the  ordinance.  We  will  agree  that 
there  shall  be  a  passageway  for  teams  in  every 
case;  we  will  agree  that  oulside  of  the  building 
limits,  where  the  necessity  is  not  so  great,  the 
inspector  of  buildings  may  have  discretionary 
power.  And,  sir,  I  do  not  sav  this  in  contradic- 
tion of  the  ground  I  took  as  to  his  responsibility, 
because  it  is  evidently  not  always  possible  to 
make  one  law  in  regard  to  the  use  of  streets  m 
the  outlying  districts  and  in  the  centre  of  the 
city.  A  thing  which  is  right  and  proper  and 
necessary  on  School  street  may  not  be  at  all 
necessary  on  Warren  street  or  Blue  Hill  avenue, 
or  any  of  those  large,  wide  places,  where  the 
emergency  would  never  arise.  I  think,  sir,  with 
all  deference  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  that 
the  Council  hit  about  the  right  mean  last  year, 
when  they  made  the  modifications  which 
are  in  Document  No.  176  of  that  year.  1 
believe,  sir,  I  have  stated  the  whole  question 
co  ering  the  merits  of  the  case  which  may  be 
repeated  this  year.  I  believe  that  I  have  stated 
exactly  the  position  of  the  Council  last  year,  and 
the  reasons  for  that  position,  and  offer  as  a  sub 
stitute  for  the  order  that  comes  from  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  the  one  which  was  passed  last  year, 
being  in  City  Document  No.  176,  of  1886. 

Mr.  Ladd — Just  so  long  as  we  leave  the  ordi- 
nances in  their  present  shape,  which  is  practi- 
cally what  the  substitute  means,  just  so  long 
there  will  be  annually  coming  to  this  city  gov- 
ernment appeals  for  relief.  This  ordinance  has 
not  been  executed,  although  it  has  been  one  of 
the  ordinances  of  the  city  of  Boston  since  last 
June.  For  nine  months  or  more  we  have  been 
living  under  an  ordinance  which  is  practically 
impracticable,  and  which  the  inspector  of  build- 
ings and  every  one  having  anything  to  do 
with  it  admits  it  is  impossible  to  enforce.  Those 
who  were  building  within  the  city  limits  allowed 
their  permits  to  build  to  be  withdrawn  by  the 
Inspecting  Department  of  the  city  of  Boston 
rather  than  undertake  to  comply  with  this  or- 
dinance. They  admitted,  although  they  were 
law-abiding  citizens  and  were  willing  to  abide 
by  every  right  and  reasonable  law,  they  were 
forced  to  the  conclusion  that  this  was  such  an 
entirely  impracticable  ordinance,  that  it  could 
not  be  complied  with,  and  there  is  not  a  single 
instance  among  all  the  buildings  that  are  being 
erected  at  the  present  time  within  the  building 
limits  of  the  city  of  Boston  where  the  ordinance 
in  this  respect  has  been  complied  with,— not  a 
single  one.  You  may  try  and  determine,  in  ad- 
dition, just  what  kind  of  a  structure  you  will 
have  which  shall  be  reasonable  to  the  builders, 
and  shall  give  reasonable  accommodation  and 
protection  to  the  public,  and  still  you  will  find 
that  it  will  be  absolutely  impossible  to  lay  down 
any  invariable  rule  as  to  the  kind  of  structure 
that  shall  be  constructed  even  within  the  build- 
ing limits  of  the  city  of  Boston.  There  are  places 
on  street  corners,  and  possibly  some  other 
places  where  the  side  streets  can  be  used  for 
building,  where  an  ordinance  of  this  kind  could 
be  enforced,  but  to  say  that  it  shall  be  enforced 
in  all  cases  where  building  or  alteration  is  going 
on,  is  to  say  that  an  impossibility  shall  be  ac- 
complished. You  take  any  building  which  is 
being  erected  in  the  middle  of  a  block,  where 
there  is  no  chance  to  get  building  material  in 
upon  either  side  of  the  building,  and  all  the 
building  material  must  go  in  in  front.  You  can- 
not construct  such  a  structure  as  is  contem- 
plated in  the  present  ordinance,  and  have  the 
thing  work  practically.  It  is  impossible.  The 
ordinance  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  would 
have  it,  would  require  that  these  posts  should 
be  not  less  than  10  feet  high,  and  then  he  says 
there  shall  be  provision  for  a  driveway  between 
those  posts.  Now.  then,  you  have  con- 
structed a  public  way  there  which  will 
become  practically  a  trap  to  catch  anybody  be- 
tween the  posts  and  the  wheels  of  the  wagons 
that  pass  in  there  to  carry  the  material.  Foot 
passengers  in  there  are  likely  to  be  caught,  and 
in  the  passing  in  of  these  teams  the  boards  are 
likely  to  be  torn  off  and  strike  the  foot  passen- 
gers as  they  pass  through,  on  the  crowded  streets 
of  our  city,  and  it  would  be  utterly  impossible, 
in  case  of  accident,  to  escape  the  consequences 
of  such  a  trap  as  that.  Any  jury  would  find  the 
city  of  Boston  liable  under  such  circumstan- 
ces, if  a  person  were  injured.  Now,  the  only  way 
you  can  avoid  that  is  to  say  there  shall  be  steps 
put  over  the  entrance   that  is  provided  for  ma- 
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terials  on  either  side,  going  up  one  side  and 
down  the  other.  Now,  if  you  do  that  you  must 
have  that  passageway  at  least  10  feet  high,  and 
then  must  have  a  covered  passageway,  in  order 
to  comply  with  the  ordinance,  with  posts  run- 
ning up  10  feet  higher  than  that,  making  the 
structure  more  than  20  feet  high  in  front  of 
every  building  that  is  erected  within  the  build- 
ing limits.  Now  I  noticed  that  an  attempt  was 
made  on  Shawmut  avenue  to  partially  comply 
with  this  ordinance  where  a  building  was  being 
erected.  I  happened  to  pass  there  last  Sunday 
in  a  horse-ear  and  I  noticed  the  people  coming 
from  an  adjoining  church  passing  that  way. 
The  builders  who  were  erecting  that  building 
had  attempted  to  comply  witli  the  ordinance. 
They  had  erected  this  passageway,  and  then 
had  made  steps  so  that  foot-passengers  might 
get  up  and  over.  That  attempt  had  relieved 
them  from  any  obligation  to  provide  any  foot- 
way outside  of  the  structure  and  in  the  street. 
They  were  not  required  to  provide  anything  but 
this  one  passageway  up  over  the  driveway. 
What  was  the  result  of  that?  I  counted  100  men 
and  women,  most  of  them  women,  passing  that 
point  at  one  time  around  this  structure  out  into 
the  dirty,  slushy  street,  without  any  footway 
whatever,  and  I  counted  only  four  young  men 
and  boys  going  up  over  the  passageway  that 
had  been  made,  and  they  were  apparently  going 
up  there  for  the  purpose  of  observation  and  loi- 
tering, and  not  for  the  purpose  of  passing.  That 
is  the  practical  result  of  a  passageway  like  that, 
with  steps  up  and  then  down.  The  only  other 
way  to  provide  for  the  entrance  of  teams  to  car- 
ry m  the  material  to  build  the  building  would 
be  fraught  with  such  danger  that  it  seems  to 
me  the  step  should  never  be  taken  on  the  part  of 
the  city  of  Boston,  for  accidents  would  inevita- 
bly happen,  and  the  city  of  Boston  would  be 
held  liable  for  having  ordered  such  a  dangerous 
structure  as  that  to  be  erected.  Now  I  say  here, 
as  I  have  said  here  twice  before— in  last  June 
and  last  December— that  it  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  leave  the  discretion  somewhere  in  regard 
to  what  sort  of  structure  shall  be  made,  in  order 
to  enable  people  to  pass  these  points  where 
building  is  going  on.  I  care  not  where  you 
place  the  discretion ;  if  it  is  unwisely  placed 
with  the  inspector  of  buildings,  then 
let:  us  place  it  somewhere  else.  I  for  my 
own  part  do  not  think  it  is  unwisely 
placed,  and  I  think  after  the  discussion 
that  lias  been  had  for  the  past  12  months  in 
this  body  and  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  that 
the  inspector  of  buildings  will  see  that  a  proper 
passageway  is  provided  in  every  instance,  and  a 
passageway  which  will  be  best  adapted  for  the 
purpose  for  which  it  was  designed.  In  order  to 
accomplish  that  yon  have  perhaps  got  to  ar- 
range a  different  plan  for  almost  every  building 
ih'at  is  being  erected.  You  must  be  governed 
by  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  each  partk  ulsr 
case,  in  order  to  determine  what  sort  of  a  struc- 
ture should  be  erected.  Wherever  it  is  neces- 
sary to  hoist  building  materials  Over  this 
covered  structure  or  any  structure,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  the  convenience  of  foot-passengers,  then 
I  say  that  a  covered  way  should  never  be  pro- 
vided,—that  it  is  a  danger,  and  practically  a 
trap  set  for  passersby.  Perhaps  some  may  re- 
member the  fact  which  occurred  when  the 
Unitarian  Association  building  was  being  built 
on  Beacon  street,  that  a  derrick  fell  from  the 
top  of  that  building,  and  that  two  ladies  were 
passing  at  that  moment  side  by  side.  The  der- 
rick struck  one  of  those  ladies  and  killed  her 
instantly,  but  if  there  had  been  a  covered  way 
there  everybody  admits  that  the  falling  of  that 
derrick  would  have  demolished  that  way,  and 
would  have  killed  both,  instead  of  one,  of  those 
ladies.  It  would  often  happen  in  our  crowded 
streets  in  the  city  of  Boston  that  there  would  be 
at  almost  any  instant  5,  10,  20,  or  even  30,  people 
under  a  covered  way  of  that  kind,  and  all,  or  a 
large  proportion  of  them,  would  be  liable  to  be 
killed  by  the  falling  of  building  material  on 
such  a  way  as  that.  Therefore,  I  say  in  all  cases 
when  it  is  necessary  to  hoist  material  over  the 
way  it  should  not  be  a  covered  way,  because  it 
deceives  the  people  passing  underneath.  They 
think  they  are  safe;  they  see  nothing  above 
them,  and  have  no  opportunity  to  see  any- 
thing, yet  perhaps  a  granite  block,  weighing 
scores  of  tons,  may  fall  and  crash  through  that 
structure  and  kill  them  all.  I  say  such  traps 
ought  not  to  be  constructed,  and  we  ought  not  to 
pass  an  ordinance  of  this  kind.    Let  us  leave  the 


discretion  in  the  hands  of  somebody  who  will 
exercise  it  with  care,  and  then  let  us  see  if  we 
can  have  proper  structures  in  these  cases. 

Mr.  Whall— About  a  year  ago  this  whole  sub- 
ject was  referred,  upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hard- 
ing, then  a  member  of  the  Council,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances,  who  then  gave 
a  very  lengthy  and  full  hearing.  Invita- 
tions were  sent  to  all  the  master  builders 
of  Boston,  to  architects  and  engineers, 
and  to  all  persons  who  were  supposed  to  be 
conversant  with  the  facts.  At  the  hearing 
very  full  evidence  was  taken,  which  is  now  pre- 
served in  type- writer  form  in  the  clerk's  office 
below.  The  object  of  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances at  that  hearing  was  to  find  out  first  of  all 
if  the  public  had  a  grievance ;  then,  upon  ascer- 
taining that  grievance,  to  find  out  whether  or 
not  there  was  any  way  within  the  power  of  the 
City  Council  by  which  that  grievance  might  be 
removed.  It  did  not  take  very  much  evidence 
to  prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  your  committee 
that  a  grievance  did  exist.  One  of  the  griev- 
ances mentioned,  which  was  then  in  Xistence, 
was  that  a  part  of  Milk  and  Federal  streets  had 
been  kept  enclosed  for  over  18  months,  the  pub- 
lic debarred  from  using  the  sidewalk,  public 
travel  diverted,  and  the  creation  of  a  general 
nuisance  to  foot  passengers.  Another  case  in- 
stanced was  the  Hotel  Tudor  on  Beacon  street. 
I  believe  our  investigations  began  somewhere  in 
the  middle  of  March  or  April,  and  it  was  in  evi- 
dence that  a  pile  of  bricks  of  almost  gigantic 
proportions  had  been  there  from  the  preceding 
municipal  election ;  and  in  proof  of  that  it  was 
shown  to  your  committee  that  posters  were  then 
upon  that  pile  of  bricks,  calling  upon  the 
honest  burghers  of  the  district  to  vote  for 
James  G.  Freeman  for  alderman.  They  cer- 
tainly had  not  been  put  there  a  day  later  than 
December,  1885.  It  was  found  as  a  fact  that  not 
only  were  pedestrians  diverted  from  their 
proper  course,  but  that  the  public  streets  of  the 
city  of  Boston  were  being  used  by  contractors  as 
store  houses  for  materials.  Several  flimsy  rea- 
sons were  given,  that  the  materials  had  to  be 
near  the  place  of  building,  so  that  the  sun 
should  give  to  them  just  the  proper  shade  and 
color,  discernible  only  by  a  disciple  of  the  Oscar 
Wilde  resthetic  school,  and  that  the  color 
could  only  be  given  by  putting  those  parti- 
cular bricks  in  the  particular  place  where 
the  building  was  to  be  put.  Your  committee 
of  last  year,  not  being  aesthetes  and  disci- 
ples of  Oscar  Wilde,  did  not  see  it  in  that 
way.  They  could  not  see  how  the  occupation  of 
a  street  for  six  months  by  the  owner  of  the  Ho- 
tel Tudor  gave  the  city  a  sufficient  return 
for  this  use  of  the  public  property.  There 
was  another  grievance  that  was  complained 
of  by  individuals.  It  was  in  evidence  that  the 
owner  of  a  large  dry-goods  house  on  Washing- 
ton street,  right  south  of  the  new  Adams  House, 
had,  while  that  structure  was  being  built,  suf- 
fered at  least  $1000  (I  think  I  am  quoting  the 
figures  correctly)  a  month,  in  the  diversion  of 
traffic  from  his  store.  I  believe  there  was  an 
aerial  bridge  there;  but  the  foot  passengers  did 
not  care  about  taking  an  aerial  flight,  and  pre- 
ferred to  be  on  a  plane  with  their  fellow  citi- 
zens. Well,  we  found  several  grievances  under 
which  the  public  were  laboring.  Then  it  came 
to  your  committee  in  evidence,  and  from  ques- 
tions which  they  put  to  the  best  practical  build- 
ers, practical  business  men,  and  which  they 
elicited  by  communications  from  civil  engi- 
neers, which  are  on  file  now.  and  it  devolved 
upon  the  committee  to  find  out  what  was  the 
remedy.  And  the  remedy  we  found  was  this: 
that  the  public  travel  should  not  be  diverted  on 
account  of  building  operations,  if  such  a  thing 
were  possible.  It  was  unanimously  admitted 
by  the  master  builders  and  by  engineers,  that 
travel  need  not  be  diverted.  Several  schemes 
were  offered  for  the  consideration  of  your  com- 
mittee. Your  committee  chewed  and  mulled 
upon  it  for  some  time,  and  they  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  a  walk  should  be  put  about  the 
premises;  that  it  Should  be  protected  from  pass- 
ing vehicles  in  the  street  proper,  and  that  it 
should  be  protected  from  an  occasional  brick 
that  might  fall  from  the  structure  then  in  pro- 
cess of  erection.  Such  an  ordinance  was  re- 
ported, and  you  will  find  it  in  Document  No. 
138  of  the  series  of  1886.  That  ordinance  was 
passed  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  June  1, 
1886;  concurred  in  in  the  Common  Council. 
June  10,  and  signed  by  His  Honor  the  Mayor, 
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and  became  a  law  June  12, 1886.  As  soon  as  that 
became  a  law,  immediately  the  master  builders 
arose  and  said  that  their  craft  was  an  honorable 
one,  that  it  conduced  to  the  welfare  of  the  city 
of  Boston,  and  this  new  law  imposed  upon  them 
serious  hardships ;  and  that  they,  as  wealth-pro- 
ducers of  our  body  politic,  had  a  right  to  have 
their  rights  respected,  and  that  they  should  not 
be  made  to  suffer  exorbitantly  and  outrageously 
for  the  public  good.  Their  claim  your  commit- 
tee thought  was  a  just  one.  They  contended 
that  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  have  their 
material  brought  into  a  building,  say  in  the  cen- 
tre of  a  block,  if  these  posts  were  to  be  but  four 
feet  apart.  They  brought  up  a  lot  of  fictitious 
claims,— such  as  that  people  might  get  knocked 
in  the  head  by  falling  derricks.  Now  right  here, 
Mr.  President,  I  desire,  through  you,  to  disabuse 
the  minds  of  members  of  any  fear  of  danger 
from  falling  derricks.  How  many  derricks  have 
fallen  in  Boston  in  the  last  ten  years?  How 
many  people  have  been  killed  by  falling  ma- 
terial? The  sad  incident  that  occurred  on  Bea- 
con street  has  been  alluded  to.  But  how  can  the 
gentleman  say  that  If  a  strict  ordinance,  strict 
and  cast-iron  as  this  one  is,  had  been  in  opera- 
tion at  that  time,  the  builder— knowing  that  he 
incurred  by  his  negligence  a  civil  liability; 
knowing  that  he  did  not  own  the  whole  town 
when  ten  feet  of  street  was  given  him, — would 
then  have  taken  extra  precautions;  and 
it  may  be  that  that  derrick  never  would  have 
fallen  if  the  law  had  been  cast-iron  and  if  there 
had  been  execution  behind  the  law.  But 
even  taking  it  as  it  was,  the  gentleman  says  that 
if  there  had  been  a  covered  way  there,  both 
these  poor  girls  might  have  been  killed.  What 
is  gratuitously  asserted  can  be  just  as  gratuitous- 
ly  denied.  If  there  had  been  a  covered  way 
there,  I  am  as  much  justified  in  saying  that  per- 
haps neither  of  these  girls  would  have  been 
killed.  Right  after  passing  the  first  ordinance, 
and,  in  fact,  before  it  was  passed,  (while  it  was 
under  consideration,)  the  contractors  on  the 
Globe  building,  probably  the  largest  we  have 
had  put  up  in  the  city  in  recent  years,  immedi- 
ately changed  their  front  arrangements  on 
"Washington  street  so  that  they  complied  with 
the  ordinance ;  and  that  huge,  gigantic  struc- 
ture, in  the  middle  of  a  block,  too,  was  built  in 
compliance  with  the  ordinance  which  we  had 
suggested. 

Mr.  Ladd— It  had  a  rear  entrance,  also. 

Mr.  Whali — The  materials  were  brought  in 
on  the  Washington-street  side,  and  the  building- 
was  built  from  the  inside.  Now,  the  committee 
afterwards  heard  these  complaints  from  the 
builders,  and  they  thought  that  as  regards  the 
district  outside  of  the  building  limits  the  public 
interest  did  not  demand  a  cast-iron  regulation. 
Do  the  gentlemen  stop  for  a  moment  and  con- 
sider the  large  concession  that  then  was  ad- 
vanced and  proposed  to  be  put  into  the  law  by 
your  Committee  on  Ordinances?  Does  the  gen- 
tleman know  what  the  building  limits  of  Boston 
are.  They  extend  from  Dudley  street  to  the 
Charlestown  bridge,  from  the  wharves  to  the 
Brookline  line,  and  then  around  by  Parker 
and  Dudley  streets,  and  straight  along  Al- 
bany street;  there  you  will  get  the  whole 
place  that  the  amendment  suggested  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  proposes  to 
cover.  Dorchester,  Roxbury,  AVest  Roxbury, 
Brighton,  Charlestown,  East  Boston,  and  South 
Boston,  are  outside  the  limits  of  this  new 
amendment,  and  I  think  justly.  But  this  amend- 
ment, which  is  now  introduced  for  the  second 
time,  proposes  to  cover  the  district  that  is  most 
thickly  settled;  and  the  question  comes  now  to 
us,  shall  we  accede  to  the  clamor  of  a  class,  pow- 
erful and  wealthy  though  it  may  be.  or  shall  we 
say  that  the  rights  of  the  public  shall  be  supreme 
and  that  they  shall  be  maintained?  For  one,  I 
am  for  the  public.  I  believe  that  the  public  has 
a  large  interest  at  stake  in  this  measure.  I  be- 
lieve that  before  this  ordinance  was  put  into 
effect  we  had  no  decent  regulations  for  building 
in  Boston ;  and  I  believe  that  this  ordinance,  as 
far  as  it  has  gone,  has  produced  an  improve- 
ment; no  gentleman  here  will  say  it  has  not 
produced  some  improvement;  because  all  he  has 
to  do  is  to  look  at  that  vast  structure,  the  Globe 
building,  and  other  large  structures  that  have 
been  put  up  in  the  business  portion  of  our  city, 
to  show  that  some  good  has  been  done. 

Mr.  Ladd— There  wasn't  one  of  them  erected 
in  compliance  with  this  ordinance. 

Mr.  Whall— If  the  gentleman  does  not  under- 


stand the  proprieties  of  debate  under  our  new 
rules,  or  the  wording  of  the  ordinances  as  they 
now  stand,  I  have  not  time  to  give  him  informa- 
tion. I  will  tell  the  gentleman  frankly  that  I 
am  tired  of  pushing  and  throwing  information 
at  him.  Now  I  think  that  the  amendment  sug- 
gested by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  should  be 
adopted,  and  for  this  reason:  it  is  a  conservative 
amendment.  We  made  the  radical  change  when 
we  passed  the  cast-iron,  sweeping  ordinance  of 
last  year,  Now  don't  let  us  throw  down  our 
pile  of  bricks  and  commence  to  build  up  anew. 
If  we  have  a  story  too  much,  more  or  less,  proba- 
bly there  are  artisans  skilled  enough  in  the  city 
government  to  take  off  hideous  French  roofs 
and  outrageous  and  odious  bay  windows.  But 
iet  us  keep  what  is  good  in  the  ordinance.  I 
mean  no  offence  to  the  inspector  of  buildings 
when  I  say  that  I  am  opposed  to  leaving  this  to 
his  discretion.  My  reason  for  that  is  this:  At 
our  hearing  last  year  he  told  us  explicitly  that 
he  did  not  want  it  left  to  his  discretion,  and  he 
gave  as  his  reasons  that  if  he  gave  a  concession 
to  one  builder,  in  equity  he  would  have  to  give 
it  to  another.  All  through  the  line  of  his  con- 
versation it  seemed  as  if  the  rights  of  the  build- 
ers, and  not  the  rights  of  the  public,  whose 
representatives  we  are,  should  he  preserved.  I 
do  not  think  that  I  can  be  accused  of  being 
demagogical  if  I  say  that  the  public  have  some 
rights  here.  Last  year  another  co-ordinate 
branch  of  this  government  seemed  to  think  that 
nobody  had  rights  but  the  builders.  In  the 
Common  Council,  by  no  party  vote  at  all— be- 
cause the  most  eloquent  defender  of  the  ordi- 
nance now  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  was  the  respected  leader  (I  suppose  I 
may  say  leader)  of  the  Republicans  last  year, 
Mr.  Harding — was  this  matter  passed,  and  the 
position  of  each  branch  was  this:  one  was  for 
the  rights  of  the  builders,  the  other  was  for  the 
rights  of  the  public;  one  was  that  the  purses 
and  bank  accounts  of  our  builders  might  he 
secured,  the  other  was  that  the  lives  and 
the  limbs  and  the  interests  of  the  people 
and  the  public  should  be  preserved.  We 
differed  on  that,  and  this  Council  offered  to 
arbitrate  by  a  committee  of  conference,  of 
which  I  had  the  honor  of  being  chairman  ;  and 
though  we  clamored  until  the  dying  year  rung 
out  our  existence  as  legislators  for  1886,  not  a 
vote  could  we  get  from  the  closed  door  of  the 
other  chamber.  We  were  willing,  if  we  had 
asked  too  much  for  the  public,  to  give  way  a 
little  j  but  we  held  then,  as  we  hold  now,  to  the 
principle  that  we  were  not  all  wrong,  and  that 
wisdom,  experience  and  knowledge  were  not  all 
confined  in  the  box  below.  I  believe  that  the 
amendment  which  has  been  offered  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12  should  be  adopted,  be- 
cause it  is  a  movement  in  the  right  direction.  If 
it  does  not  go  far  enough,  why  then  let  us 
amend  it  further.  But  don't  let  us  do  as  the 
foolish  doctor  does:  if  his  first  drastic  pill  does 
not  work  an  effect  satisfactory  to  him,  chop  the 
infant's  head  off  and  end  the  business. 

Mr.  Duggan— I  trust  that  this  will  be  passed 
as  passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  ana  that 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  will 
not  prevail.  I  can  see  the  necessity  of  having  a 
mechanic  on  this  floor  to  defend  the  rights  of 
mechanics.  It  is  not  at  all  to  be  supposed  that  a 
mechanic  can  get  up  here  and  expound  in  a  most 
elaborate  manner  about  what  the  public  de- 
mand and  what  the  public  should  have.  Now,  I 
am  somewhat  acquainted  with  building  opera- 
tions in  this  city.  It  is  through  the  building 
operations  that  I  get  my  present  work,  and  any- 
thing that  would  seem  to  interfere  with  the  de- 
velopment of  the  building  operations  of  the  city 
I  am  opposed  to.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  order, 
as  it  comes  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen  is  ex- 
plicit enough,  that  it  covers  the  ground,  as  far 
as  it  should  go.  It  leaves  it  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  inspector  of  buildings  what 
to  do  when  he  considers  it  necessary  to  acquire 
all  the  protection  that  the  public  demand.  Now 
take  the  building  operations  of  this  city,  and  they 
employ,  I  suppose,  two-thirds  of  the  industry  of 
the  mechanics  and  laborers  of  the  whole  city, 
and  I  would  say  that  I  have  conferred  with 
some  of  the  principal  builders  of  the  city,  and 
they  say  it  is  utterly  impracticable  to  construct 
buildings  of  large  dimensions,  requiring  the  use 
of  material  weighing  tons,  in  this  way.  It  will 
be  utterly  impracticable  to  carry  it  out,  and 
there  would  be  continual  confusion  in  regard  to 
building  under  the  ordinance.    The  inspector  of 


230 


COMMON     COUNCIL 


buildings  would  have  to  have  the  builders  in 
court  nearly  every  day  while  the  building  opera- 
tions were  going  on.  Of  course  I  know  I  cannot 
explain,  expound  and  demonstrate  with  that 
effusion  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  has 
done,  hut  at  the  same  time  I  understand  this 
matter.  I  am  a  practical  man;  I  am  not  a 
lawyer.  I  am  a  mechanic,  and  for  that  reason 
1  trust  that  this  Council  will  see  the  necessity  of 
complying  with  the  practical  requirements  on 
the  part  of  the  mechanics,  and  will  not  comply 
with  the  wishes  of  a  lawyer  who  is  afraid 
to  go  around  and  get  a  little  mud  on  his 
shoes.  [Laughter.]  Now,  you  don't  look  at 
this,  gentlemen,  in  a  reasonable  light,  in 
a  practical  light.  No  matter  what  obstruc- 
tions you  place  in  the  way  of  the  build- 
ing operations,  it  doesn't  come  out  of  the  build- 
ers. The  builder  will  certainly  add  it  to  the  cost 
of  the  buildings.  It  comes  out  of  the  owner  of 
the  building,  not  the  builder.  It  will  perhaps 
add  from  5  to  10  per  cent  to  the  cost  of  the 
building  in  the  thickly  populated  portions  of 
the  city.  Now,  the  inspector  of  buildings  is  a 
practical  man;  he  has  been  in  that  office  for  a 
great  many  years.  He  knows  just  what  it  is 
necessary  to  do,  and  this  ordinance,  as  it  comes 
from  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  compels  him  to 
protect  the  public  in  a  proper  manner,  and  he 
has  done  it  in  the  past  and  will  do  It  in  the  future. 
Why  not  leave  this  matter  alone  and  concur 
with  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  send  this  thing 
along.  We  have  had  enough  talk  from  those  peo- 
ple who  don't  know  what  they  are  talking  about. 
Laughter.]  Listen  to  the  practical  builders  of 
Boston,  and  confer  with  them.  Ask  them  what 
they  want.  They  are  the  irifen  mostly  interested 
in  this  matter.  If  you  comply  with  the  wishes 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  and  put  this 
thing  in,  there  will  be  a  wrangle  of  perhaps 
three  months  more.  The  inspector  of  buildings 
has  told  me  that  he  has  stopped  and  withdrawn 
all  the  permits  be  had  issued  while  this  thing 
was  pending,  and,  of  course,  the  builders  are 
shy  of  proceeding.  In  fact  I  suppose  there  are 
three,  four  or  five  hundred  men  idle  at  the 
present  time  on  account  of  this  obstruction  to 
the  building  operations  of  the  city.  Now  they 
don't  think  of  that.  For  that  reason  I  hope  we 
•will  end  this  matter  right  here  now  and  concur 
with  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  F.  Morison— I  am  very  much  surprised  to 
hear  that  when  the  lives  and  comfort  of  the 
pedestrians  of  the  city  of  Boston  are  in  question 
m  this  chamber,  we  have  got  to  go  to  an  expert 
in  building  to  rind  out  what  we  ought  to  ask  for 
in  the  way  of  their  protection.  I  suppose  that 
most  of  us  have  had  the  same  experience  that 
I  have  had  in  walking  about  the  city  of  Boston, 
where  these  building  operations  were  going  on. 
I  know  that  I  passed  daily,  usually  twice,  and 
sometimes  four  times,  up  and  down  Beacon 
street,  while  this  large  structure  built  by  the 
Unitarians,  on  the  corner  of  Bowdoin  street,  was 
being  built.  I  thought  every  time  I  passed  there 
of  the  danger  of  passing,  and  I  turned  out  into 
the  middle  of  the  street.  Being  a  lawyer  I  dis- 
like to  get  my  boots  muddy.  My  friend  from 
Ward  19  says  it  is  a  peculiar  characteristic  of  law- 
yers; but  I  don't  think  so.  I  turned  out,  not  for 
the  purpose  of  keeping  my  boots  clean,  but  for 
the  purpose  of  keeping  my  head  from  being 
knocked  in  by  bricks  and  stones.  After  passing 
there  several  times,  I  learned  that  some  one  had 
been  killed  there,  and  that  showed  that  my 
own  fears  had  a  good  foundation.  I  think 
that  the  experience  I  have  had  has  been 
very  much  that  of  about  every  member 
of  this  chamber,  more  or  less.  I  think 
that  recently  there  has  been  a  great  change  for 
the  better,  and  I  believe  this  must  be  on  account 
of  the  ordinance  that  the  City  Council  has  in- 
sisted upon  having  upon  the  books,— although  it 
has  not  been  entirely  enforced,  I  believe,  as  has 
been  suggested  here  in  debate  tonight.  I  hope 
that  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  will  prevail,  because  I  think  we 
do  not  need  to  consult  the  builders.  If  it  is  more 
costly,  as  it  has  been  suggested  (and  I  do  not 
pretend  to  say  that  it  is  not),  if  it  renders  the 
construction  of  buildings  more  costly  in  the  city 
of  Boston,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  those  who 
build  those  buildings  will  have  to  pay  for  it,  and 
not  the  contractors  or  the  mechanics.  I  do  not 
see  how  it  can  hurt  the  mechanics  at  all.  We 
know  very  well  that  the  best  of  the  large  build- 
ings in  the  city  of  Boston  are  paid  for  by  capi- 
talists, and  the  conditions  under  which    they 


must  be  constructed  are  well  known  before  the 
contracts  are  made.  So  that  if  there  is  an  addi- 
tional cost,  those  who  pay  for  the  buildings,  and 
not  the  mechanics,  will  pay  that  additional  cost. 
I  do  not  think  that  this  ordinance  is  aimed  at 
the  mechanics  or  builders  at  all.  The  expense 
of  it  will  fall  entirely  upon  the  capitalists  who 
have  the  buildings  erected 

Mr.  carkoll  —  1  hope  the  amendment  as 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  will  not 
prevail,  and  that  the  order  as  it  comes  from  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  will  prevail.  Now  I  have 
had  considerable  experience  in  the  matter  of 
building  in  Boston  both  before  the  ordinance 
was  passed  and  since.  Any  one  who  will  just 
watch  the  streets  where  they  have  had  bridges 
built  in  front  of  buildings  in  course  of  construc- 
tion will  see  how  many  go  up  and  down  the 
platform  they  build  and  how  many  go  around 
it.  I  have  occasion  to  go  by  where  there  is  a 
building  in  course  of  construction  on  Washing- 
ton street,  near  Bromfield  street.  How  many 
people  go  over  that  platform  they  have  erected 
there  compared  to  those  who  go  around  it?  I 
have  gone  by  the  place  &nd  stopped  beside  it 
perhaps  for  an  hour,  and  more  than  half  the 
people  go  around  rather  than  go  over  the  bridge, 
and  that  structure  is  only  about  a  foot  from 
the  ground.  Take  the  bridge,  as  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  10  says,  on  Shaw- 
mut  avenue,  opposite  Dover  street.  I 
stood  there  this  morning  for  perhaps  three 
quarters  of  an  hour.  Teams  were  unloading 
bricks  on  the  street,  horse-cars  were  passing  by, 
and  over  that  bridge  not  a  single  lady  went  for 
over  three  quarters  of  an  hour.  When  they  came 
there  they  would  pass  over  to  the  other  side  of 
the  street  outside  or  inside  of  the  horse-cars,  but 
they  would  not  go  over  the  bridge.  It  is  the 
same  throughout  the  city  where  bridges  are 
erected  in  front  of  any  building  in  course  of 
construction.  They  will  not  go  over  it,  and  it  is 
men  mostly  who  go  over  the  bridge.  The  others 
maybe  a  little  mite  timid,  perhaps,  and  may  not 
care  about  going.  In  regard  to  the  safety  of 
streets  with  the  bridge,  I  think  that  they  are 
just  as  safe  without  the  bridge  as  they  are  with 
the  bridge.  It  is  a  rare  case  to  find  persons  in- 
jured by  falling  material  when  a  street  has  been 
fenced  off.  People  came  six  or  eight  feet  out- 
side of  the  stone  under  the  old  plan,  and  there 
was  a  plank  walk  laid,  It  was  the  policeman's 
fault  if  the  walk  was  not  kept  in  good  condition. 
In  certain  sections  of  the  city  the  po- 
licemen kept  the  plank  walk  in  better 
condition  than  in  others.  Now  to  pass  the 
ordinance  as  it  comes  to  us  from  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  gives  an  officer  that  already  has  a 
very  large  trust  in  his  hands  a  little  more,  but  if 
he  is  not  capable  of  taking  it  it  is  easy  to  find 
men  who  are.  I  believe  that  he  is  capable,  and 
that  the  head  of  that  department  can  use  dis- 
cretion in  allowing  permits  to  be  passed  upon. 
There  are.  to  my  knowledge,  today  numbers  of 
buildings  in  the  city  of  Boston  held  in  suspense, 
not  knowing  what  to  do  on  account  of  this  or- 
dinance. Gentlemen  may  laugh  at  that  and  say 
that  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  it;  but  it  is  a 
fact.  I  have  been  in  conversation  with  builders, 
and  that  is  what  they  tell  me.  They  don't  know 
what  to  do— between  the  city  and  labor  they  are 
in  a  dilemma,  and  if  both  things  are  settled  so 
much  the  better  for  the  city.  One  gentleman 
spoke  about  how  many  derricks  had  fallen  in  the 
city  within  the  last  10  years.  We  don't  know 
how  many  have  fallen,  because  unless  an  acci- 
dent occurs  from  them  that  brings  it  to  public 
notice,  there  is  no  notice  whatever  taken  of  it, 
There  are  far  more  derricks  fall  than  we  are 
aware  of.  It  is  a  slight  thing  which  may  cause 
a  derrick  to  fall ;  a  faulty  guy  or  any  such 
slight  occurrence  may  cause  a  derrick  to  give 
way.  A  .man  may  be  negligent  in  tying  a  knot, 
and  the  first  thing  he  knows  the  derrick  tum- 
bles over  into  the  street.  Now  if  the  ordinance 
is  to  be  of  any  use  to  us,  I  think  that  as  passed 
originally  the  powers  are  sufficient  to  protect 
the  public  from  any  damage.  Let  the  officers  be 
strict  in  complying  with  that  old  law,  and  Idon't 
think  that  we  will  have  any  trouble.  When  stone 
is  to  be  hoisted  into  a  building  over  the  sidewalk 
people  should  not  be  allowed  upon  the  sidewalk. 
Talk  about  a  bridge  being  built,— no  matter  how 
strong  you  make  it,  you  take  a  stone  of  one,  two, 
three  or  four  tons,— they  rarely  hoist  stones  of 
more  than  four-ton  weight  into  the  air,— and 
suppose  that  that  is  hoisted  up  into  the  air  for  a 
distance  of  CO  feet,  no  matter  how  strong  the 
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bridge  may  be  it  will  carry  everything  before  it 
if  it  drops.  They  might  say  that  nobody  would 
be  injured,  but  I  venture  to  say  that  whoever 
was  inside  the  bridge  when  such  a  stone  as  that 
fell  would  be  either  killed  or  injured,  if  not  by 
the  stone,  by  the  falling  of  the  bridge.  There- 
fore I  hope  the  order,  as  it  comes  from  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  will  pass. 

Mr.  McNary— I  didn't  intend  to  say  anything 
on  this  matter,  Mr.  President ;  but  it  behooves 
me,  after  what  has  been  said  by  various  gentle- 
men here,  to  try  to  give  some  testimony  in  the 
case,  which  I  have  obtained  from  my  own  re- 
search, lam  very  glad,  I  must  say,  that  the 
gentlemen  from  Ward  10  and  Ward  19  are  in 
perfect  accord  on  this  question,  and  I  most  cer- 
tainly side  with  tbem  in  this  matter.  I  bave 
had  occasion,  in  a  business  way,  for  purely  busi- 
ness purposes,— I  am  neither  a  lawyer  nor  a  me- 
chanic, by  the  way,  but  a  newspaper  man,— to 
look  up  the  matter  and  see  whether  the  ordi- 
nance was  enforced  or  not,  and  whether 
buildings  were  being  put  up  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  ordinance  or 
not.  In  relation  to  the  building  suggested 
by  the  gentleman  from  W^rd  7,— the  Globe 
building,  —  which  was  cited  as  a  perfect 
example  of  how  the  ordinance  worked,  I  would 
say  that  it  was  not  put  up  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  ordinance,  but  that  through  a  rear 
entrance  on  Devonshire  street  a  large  part  of 
the  material  passed,  and  there  was  no  attempt 
made  on  Devonshire  street  to  comply  with  the 
provisions  of  the  ordinance.  There  is  hardly  a 
single  case  within  the  building  limits  of  the  city 
where  the  provisions  of  the  ordinance  can  be 
applied.  I  have  had  occasion  to  see  the  inspec- 
tor of  buildings,  among  others,  and  I  would 
state  after  having  bad  consultation  with  vari- 
ous gentlemen,  that  in  my  opinion  it  would  be 
better  to  have  the  ordinance  adopted  as  it  comes 
to  us  from  the  Board,  without  the  substitute 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  for  the 
reason  that  the  safety  of  the  public  is  better 
provided  for.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  7,  who 
made  the  statement  in  regard  to  falling  derricks, 
brings  to  my  mind  a  good  argument  in  favor  of 
the  stand  taken  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  from 
the  fact  that  the  danger  from  falling  bricks,  der- 
ricks or  stone  is  very  much  increased  to  the  per- 
sons who  are  passing  under  a  covered  passage- 
way than  if  there  were  no  passageway,  because 
if  there  were  no  passageway  at  all  the  person 
would  be  naturally  on  the  look-out.  A  passage- 
way gives  them  a  sense  of  security  with  nothing 
to  warrant  it.  Derricks  do  occasionally  fall,  as 
shown  by  the  killing  of  the  lady  on  Beacon 
street,  and  the  question  as  to  how  many 
derricks  have  fallen  within  10  years  is 
rather  a  peculiar  one.  It  reminds  me  of 
a  friend  of  mine  who  figured  how  many 
chances  there  were  of  a  man  being  injured  by 
ice  falling  off  a  building.  He  figured  it  out  that 
by  statistics  there  was  only  one  chance  in  a  mil- 
lion; he  went  out  on  State  street  and  was 
promptly  knocked  down  by  ice  falling  off  a 
building,  and  did  not  recover  his  senses  for  a 
few  hours.  I  think  that  the  ordinance  as  it 
comes  irom  the  Board  of  Aldermen  is  a  proper 
one,  but  that  the  amendment  should  not  be 
adopted,  The  inspector  is  a  well-informed  and 
practical  man,  and  understands  this  matter  bet- 
ter, probably,  than  any  gentleman  in  the  cham- 
ber, and  I  think  it  is  perfectly  proper  for  us  to 
leave  it  in  his  hands.  I  think  he  is  a  man  we 
may  have  confidence  in  in  this  matter,  and  that 
he  will  look  after  the  interests  of  the  public  as 
well  as  those  of  the  builders,  I  know  in  the 
case  of  many  buildings  in  the  city  he  has  pre- 
vented work  on  the  building,  during  the 
day,  and  compelled  them  to  work  by 
electric  light  in  the  night.  I  think  that 
the  gentlemen  of  the  Council  would  do  well 
to  stop  discussing  the  matter,  and  stop  quar- 
relling, and  adopt  the  ordinance  as  it  comes 
to  us.  If  we  do  not  do  so  there  will  have  to  be  a 
conference  committee  to  haggle  in  regard  to  it 
one  way  or  the  other,  and  the  aldermen  showed 
last  year  that  they  were  strongly  in  favor  of  the 
ordinance  as  it  now  comes  from  them.  If  there 
is  a  conferenc  committee  the  result  will  be  that 
building  operations  will  be  delayed,  so  I  hope 
that  we  will  pass  the  order  in  concurrence 
as  it  comes  down  to  us  from  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  and  reject  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  do  not  wish,Mr.  President,  to 
take  up  the  time  of  the  Council  on  any  matters 
that  have  been  travelled  over,  but  to  answer  one 


or  two  questions  that  have  been  suggested  to  me 
during  the  debate  by  persons  who  have  not  spo- 
ken as  well  as  those  who  have  spoken.  In  the  first 
place,  as  everybody  can  see,  this  amendment  is 
not  mine.  This  is  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances  of  last  year,  and  it  may  be  con- 
sidered to  be  the  action  of  the  Council  as  well. 
I  merely  bring  it  up  in  order  that  it  may  be  con- 
sidered as  being  the  action  of  the  Council  as  well 
as  of  the  committee.  But,  Mr.  President,  there  is 
one  great  fallacy,  it  seems  to  me,  that  runs 
through  all  the  arguments  that  I  have  listened 
to  tonight.  This  covered  way  is  not  put  up  for 
the  protection  of  the  public  from  stones  or  any- 
thing else  falling  from  the  building.  The  plain 
fact  is  this,  and  the  wording  of  the  ordinance 
will  show  it:  When  we  have  put  a  close  fence 
on  the  sidewalk,  or  anywhere  else  in  that 
way,  foot  passengers  have  to  take  the  middle  of 
the  street,  and  they  want  some  way  to  get  around 
on  that  side  of  the  street.  Formerly  the  builders 
were  required  to  put  down  planks.  The  inspec- 
tor of  buildings  did  not  enforce  that  ordinance, 
and  the  reason  he  gave  was  that  there  was  more 
danger  to  foot  passengers  in  trying  to  walk  along 
those  planks  if  the  planks  were  there.  And  yet 
the  public  demanded  it,  and  insisted  that  they 
should  have  planks  to  walk  on,  especially  in 
the  winter  time,  outside  of  the  fence.  1  think 
the  public  is  unreasonable.  I  think  the  public 
ought  to  go  over  on  the  other  side  of  tlie  street ; 
but  the  public  won't,  and  we  are  here  to  do  what 
the  public  require  so  far  as  is  right  and  proper, 
because  the  public  own  those  streets,  and  not 
builders  or  contractors.  Well,  sir,  you  will  see 
by  the  ordinance  what  that  system  was  for 
the  protection  of  foot  passengers.  We  put 
planks  down,  and  we  put  some  posts  up  along- 
side of  them.  To  do  what?  Not  to  keep  bricks 
from  tumbling  off  the  roof  on  to  them,  but  to 
prevent  vehicles  going  along  the  street  from 
running  into  foot  passengers  and  striking  them, 
or  tipping  up  the  planks  and  striking  them ; 
that  is  the  meaning  of  the  covered  way.  This 
idea  was  to  put  posts  along  to  keep  the  planks 
down,  and  to  protect  foot  passengers.  Then, 
afterwards,  it  was  said  in  the  committee— I  re- 
member it  very  distinctly,  when  we  were  fram- 
ing this  ordinance— since  you  have  got  the 
posts  there,  you  might  as  well  cover  them  over, 
so  as  to  protect  the  passersby  to  a  certain  de- 
gree from  falling  ice,  snow  or  rain.  This,  sir, 
is  the  reason  of  the  way  being  covered 
instead  of  being  a  certain  number  of  posts 
put  outside  of  the  planks  to  protect  the  public 
from  teams,— not  from  things  falling  off  the 
roof.  Now  one  of  the  arguments  I  have  heard 
is  that  the  public  is  not  sufficiently  protected 
by  the  covered  way  from  falling  materials. 
We  never  expected  it,  and  it  is  an  entirely  false 
issue  to  bring  up  here  to  suppose  that  that  was 
the  object  of  the  covered  way.  Now,  sir,  in  re- 
gard to  the  number  of  mechanics  out  of  employ- 
ment on  account  of  this  legislation— I  take  that 
with  a  good  deal  of  salt.  I  think,  sir,  the  gen- 
tleman will  find  it  very  hard  to  produce  even 
half  a  dozen  mechanics  out  of  employment  ow- 
ing to  the  action  of  the  City  Council,  last  year, 
because,  as  I  have  read  to  you,  there  is  an  ordi- 
nance providing  for  construction  of  covered 
ways  in  all  cases;  and,  sir,  if  the  inspector  of 
buildings  does  not  enforce  that  ordinance,  and 
the  statement  is  made  by  his  friends,  I  can 
only  say  that  they  are  most  injudiciously  fur- 
nishing the  soundest  grounds  for  complaint  to 
be  made  against  him  by  His  Honor  the  Mayor, 
It  is  not  for  him  to  judge  whether  the  ordinance 
is  wise  or  not.  When  an  ordinance  is  passed  bv 
both  branches  of  the  City  Council  and  approved 
by  the  mayor,  it  only  remains  for  him  to  enforce 
it,  and  if  he  hasn't  done  it  I  am  very  sorry.  I  do 
not  understand  that,  sir,  and  I  do  not  think  that 
his  mistaken  friends  had  better  take  that 
ground.  I  understand,  on  the  contrary,  that  he 
has  endeavored  to  have  carried  out  as  nearly  in 
compliance  with  what  he  understands  to  be  the 
intent  of  the  law  as  possible.  I  do  not  believe 
he  would  make  any  other  claim  himself.  Now. 
we  come  in  as  we  did  last  year,  and  try  to  make 
some  amendments  which  we  think  right  and 
proper,  and,  sir,  I  am  free  to  say  that  I  have 
heard  a  suggestion  made  by  a  member  tonight, 
which  is  new  to  me,  because  this  matter  came 
from  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  and  we  had 
to  look  into  it.  We  have  looked  into  it 
thoroughly,  although  I  suppose'  we  started  as 
ignorant  as  any  member  here.  We  took  all  the 
evidence    we    could    and    considered    it,    and 
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tried  to  do  the  best  we  could,  and  as  my 
friend  from  Ward  7  has  said,  the  builders 
wished  to  appropriate  the  streets  for  their 
own  benefit,  and  then  came  the  claim  of  tbe 
public,  backed  by  the  accident  on  Beacon  street, 
demanding:  something  different.  We  endeav- 
ored to  make  an  ordinance  fair  to  both  par- 
ties; we  didn't  expect  to  satisfy  both  parties, 
and  probably  have  dissatisfied  both  parties. 
And  in  regard  to  a  matter  of  this  kind  affecting 
the  occupation  of  the  streets,  that  will  be  the 
inevitable  result  of  any  ordinance  which  may 
be  passed.  It  won't  go  far  enough  to  please  tbe 
people  in  the  streets,  and  it  will  go  too  far  to 
please  the  builders  who  want  to  use  the  streets 
without  regard  to  anything  else  but  to  get 
through  their  job  in  the  cheapest  and  quickest 
manner.  I  don't  blame  them  at  all ;  that  is  their 
lookout,  and  I  don't  blame  the  public,  though  I 
think  they  are  unreasonable,  and  should  go  on 
the  other  side  of  the  street.  It  is  for  this  Coun- 
cil to  hold  the  balance  between  the  two  parties. 
One  suggestion  made  to  me  by  a  gentleman  here 
was  this :  that  when  an  alteration  is  only  going 
to  take  a  day  or  two  it  is  unfair  and  unreason- 
able to  insist  upon  putting  up  this  covered  way, 
which  would  take  as  long  perhaps  to  put  up  as 
the  whole  work  would  take.  That,  sir,  is  a  view 
which  was  not  presented  last  year,  to  the 
best  of  my  recollection,  and  there  is  a 
good  deal  of  force  in  it.  Now,  sir,  instead  of 
jumping  to  the  extreme  view  which  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  has  taken,  in  view  of  the  light  we 
have  obtained  tonight,  I  would  move  that  the 
whole  matter,  including  the  substitute,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  We  are 
going  to  adjourn  for  two  weeks,  and  during  that 
time  the  Council  members,  at  least  of  the  com- 
mittee, will  be  here,  and  if  it  is  referred  to  them 
I  venture  to  say  they  will  go  into  the  matter 
thoroughly  and  come  back  with  the  best  report 
they  can ;  and  I  think,  sir,  the  committee  could 
consider  all  of  these  different  interests  better.per- 
haps,  than  we  can  discuss  them  here.  AVe  have 
opened  up  t'je  matter  tonight,  which  was  all  I 
intended  Dy  making  this  motion;  and  I  think, 
sir,  that  now  it  is  at  that  stage  where  it  is  desir- 
able to  send  it  back  to  the  committee  which  had 
it  in  charge  last  year  to  see  whether  any  of  these 
new  lights  we  have  received  are  feasible  or  not. 
I  would  move,  sir,  that  the  entire  subject,  with 
the  new  matters,  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances. 

Mr.  Connolly  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Whitmobe— On  the  motion  for  the  pre- 
vious question  I  would  simply  call  the  attention 
of  the  Council  to  what  I  understand  to  be  the 
effect  of  the  motion,  whether  intended  or  not— 
that  is  to  cut  off  the  motion  to  refer.  I  thought, 
sir,  that  the  motion  to  refer  was  a  fair  method 
of  disposing  of  it  for  the  present.  I  therefore 
hope  that  the  motion  for  the  previous  question 
will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Whall— I  sincerely  hope  that  the  motion 
for  the  previous  question  will  not  prevail  for 
this  reason:  There  are  some  of  us  who  are  es- 
pousing the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances tonight  who  think  that  after  a  little 
consideration  there  might  be  evolved  an 
ordinance  that  would  satisfy  all  the  inter- 
ests involved.  Nobody  will  deny  that  in 
some  districts  of  the  city,  such  as  the 
territory  immediately  adjacent  to  the  City  Hall, 
the  directions  should  be  mandatory  that  suita- 
ble provision  should  be  made.  I  myself,  since 
we  have  come  to  this  stage  of  the  subject,  will 
be  frank  enough  to  admit  that  the  fire  limits 
are  too  large,  and  that  there  are  setcions  within 
the  tire  limits  where  we  might  allow  the  in- 
spector of  buildings  to  use  his  discretion,  but  in 
the  heat  of  a  debate  like  this  it  is  impossible  for 
us  to  designate  any  district,— for  instance,  from 
Boylston  street  to  State  on  the  north  and 
south,  from  Devonshire  to  Tremont  on  tbe  east 
and  west.    It  is  impossible  for  us  to  do  it  now. 

Mr.  Duggan— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
gentleman  is  discussing  the  main  question. 

Mr.  Whall— On  that  point  1  desire  to  be 
heard,  and  for  this  reason— 

The  President— The  Chair  will  decide  the 
point  of  order  raised  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  19  well  taken. 

Mr.  Whall— If  the  Chair  had  only  waited  one 
moment  I  probably  might  have  given  to  him  a 
reason  for  deciding  differently.  1  was  giving 
reasons  why  the  main  question  should  not  be 
put,  and  I  shall  now  give  reasons,  if  the  Chair 
decides  that  it  is  in  order,  why  tbe  main  ques- 


tion should  not  be  put.  It  is  because  the  pre- 
vious question  will  cut  off  the  motion  to  refer, 
and  cutting  off  the  motion  to  refer  will  prevent 
us  from  arriving  at  a  compromise  measure.  If 
the  gentleman  cannot  see  the  connection  I  will 
send  him  a  diagram  tomorrow.    [Laughter.] 

The  main  question  was  declared  not  ordered. 
Mr.  Duggan  doubted  the  vote  and  on  his  mo- 
tion the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.  The  main 
question  was  ordered ;  yeas  31,  nays  29 : 

Yeas  —  Atwood,  Carroll,  Coleman,  Connolly, 
Coyle,  Davern.  Dolan,  Duggan,  Fottler.  Fowler, 
Haggarty,  Harrington,  Haves,  Kellev,  Kennedy, 
Ladd,  Light,  McEnaney.  McKemia,  McNary. 
J.  Murphy.  J.  J.  Murphy,  Nunan,  O'Mealey. 
E.  ,1.  Powers,  Reilly.  Shaw,  J.  H.  Sullivan, 
Sundberg,  Teevens,  Tuttle— 31. 

Nays— Blume,  Bowman,  Chamberlain,  Coch- 
ran, Desmond,  Dewey,  Fisher,  Foss,  J.  Gal- 
lagher, P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez.  Lattimore, 
Lauten,  Leary,  Mahoney,  F.  Morison.  Norton, 
Perkins,  Perry.  Richards,  Sanger,  Snow,  E. 
Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Thayer,  Tracey,  Whall, 
Whitmore,  Wilson— 29. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Barry,  Burr,  Carsten- 
sen,  Clark.  Dunn,  Frost.  Keliher,  F.  R.  Mor- 
rison, W.  fi.  Murphy,  C.  C.  Powers,  Short, 
Webster— 12. 

Mr.  Whitmore's  amendment  was  declared 
adopted.  Mr.  Carroll  doubted  tbe  vote,  and  on 
his  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.  The 
amendment  was  rejected ;  yeas  28,  nays  33: 

Yeas — Barry,  Blume,  Bowman,  Chamberlain, 
Cochran,  Coyle,  Desmond,  Dewey,  Fisher,  Foss, 
P.  J.  Gallagher,  Lattimore,  Lauten,  Leary,  Ma- 
honey, F.  Morison,  Norton,  Perry,  Richards. 
Sanger  Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Thayer, 
Traces .  Whall,  Whitmore,  Wilson — 28. 

Nays— Atwood,  Carroll,  Coleman,  Connolly, 
Davern,  Dolan,  Duggan,  Fottler,  Fowler,  J.  Gal- 
lagher. Gomez,  Haggerty,  Harrington,  Hayes, 
Kelley,  Kennedy,  Laud,  Light,  McEnaney,  Mc- 
Kenna,  McNary,  J.  Murphy,  J.  J.  Murphy, 
Nunan,  O'Mealey,  Perkins.  E.  J.  Powers,  Reilly, 
Shaw,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevens,  Tut- 
tle—33. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Burr,  Carstensen,  Clark, 
Dunn,  Frost,  Keliher,  F.  R.  Morrison,  W.  H. 
Murphy,  C.  C.  Powers,  Short,  Webster— 11. 

The  ordinance  was  declared  ordered  to  a 
second  reading.  Mr.  Ladd  moved  to  reconsider ; 
lost. 

The  ordinance  was  given  its  second  reading. 

Mr.  Whall— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  this 
ordinance  has  never  taken  any  reading.  It  can 
take  only  one  reading  at  one  meeting  without  a 
suspension  of  the  rule. 

The  President— The  gentleman  is  right. 

Mr.  Fowler— I  move  to  suspend  the  rule. 

The  President— Tbe  ordinance  does  not  re- 
quire a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  understand  the  ruling  of  the 
Chair  to  be  based,  of  course,  on  the  record.  But 
in  a  matter  of  that  importance  I  should  like  to 
bave  the  official  record  looked  up.  My  im- 
pression is  that  when  it  came  vxp  I  moved, 
before  the  ordinance  was  read,  to  have  it  as- 
signed, in  order  that  these  documents  might  be 
printed.  I  have  no  remembrance  of  the  ordi- 
nance having  been  read,  but  I  may  be  in  error. 
I  would  like  to  have  the  record  of  the  action 
looked  at. 

Mr.  Whall— It  was  precisely  upon  that  under- 
standing that  I  made  my  point  of  order.  I  have 
not  the  slightest  recollection  of  having  beard 
this  ordinance  read  at  the  last  meeting.  My 
recollection  is  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
simply  moved  that  tbe  matter  be  assigned  to 
the  next  meeting,  and  that  certain  documents 
be  printed.  If  that  be  true  the  ordinance  is 
read  only  once  at  this  meeting,  and  cannot  take 
another  reading  at  this  time  without  a  siispen- 
sion  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  Ladd— My  recollection  is  that  the  ordi- 
nance was  read  at  the  last  meeting.  The  printed 
calendar  says  that  tho  question  is  upon  the 
acceptance  of  the  report  and  second  reading  of 
the  ordinance*. 

The  President— The  clerk  will  state  the  posi- 
tion of  the  matter. 

The  Clerk— This  ordinance  was  presented  in 
the  Council  on  Feb.  3.  Of  course  it  was  read 
when  it  was  presented.  Then  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  tho  Department  for  the 
Inspection  of  Buildings.  That  committee  re- 
ported to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on  the  14th  or 
February,  and  on  that  day  they  accepted  the 
report,  passed  the  ordinance  and  sent  it  down 
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here  for  concurrence.  It  was  not  read  at  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Whall— Then  I  press  my  point  of  order. 
My  reason  is  that  you  cannot  present  an  ordi- 
nance some  weeks  since,  have  it  g"  to  a  com- 
mittee and  then  have  it  come  here  and  he  final- 
ly acted  on.  It  is  an  unboiled  egg;  yon  cannot 
half  boil  it;  you  must  boil  it  hard.  An  ordi- 
nance must  take  both  readings  here.  I  call 
for  the  reading  of  the  record  of  the  previous 
meeting. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  do  not  know  as  it  is  neces- 
sary to  add  anything  to  what  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  has  said.  An  ordinance  merely 
presented,  and  called  an  ordinance,  is  not  an  or- 
dinance, The  matter  having  gone  to  a  commit- 
tee, comes  up  to  us  as  a  new  matter,  and  in  that 
sense  it  comes  up  to  us  the  first  time  as  at  the 
first  meeting.  I  am  happy  to  see  that  the  clerk 
corroborates  my  recollection  of  what  occurred 
at  the  last  meeting.  That  was  the  first  time  it 
came  to  vis  in  legal  form  as  an  ordinance.  I 
think  the  Chair  will  find  that  the  point  of  order 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  is  exactly  right. 
If  it  was  not  read  at  the  last  meeting,  that  being 
the  first  time  it  came  to  us  technically  to  be 
considered  as  an  ordinance,  and  have  two  read- 
ings, I  think  that  where  it  requires  two  read- 
ings, the  reference  to  a  committee  puts  a  hill 
back  to  the  original  starting  point. 

The  President— The  Chair  decides  the  point 
of  order  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  well 
taken. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair. 

Mr.  Fottler— I  second  the  appeal. 

The  President— The  question  is,  Shall  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  decision  of  the 
Council? 

The  question  was  taken  and  the  decision  was 
declared  sustained.  Mr.  Ladd  doubted  the  vote 
and  the  president  proceeded  to  cause  a  division 
of  the  House,  but  pending  the  ascertaining  of 
the  result  Mr.  Ladd  withdrew  the  doubt  and 
the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  declared  sus- 
tained. 

Mr.  Leary  moved  to  assign  the  whole  matter 
to  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Whall— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  matter  is  not  susceptible  of  assignment ; 
that  it  must  go  over  under  the  rules. 

The  President— The  rioint  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

Mr.  Whall— I  call  up  the  special  assignment. 

Mr.  Duggan — I  move  to  suspend  the  rule  so 
that  the  ordinance  may  take  its  second  read- 
ing. 

The  President— The  gentleman  is  too  late, 
other  business  having  intervened. 

The  clerk  [reading]— "In  Common  Council." 

Mr.  Duggan — Mr.  President,  no  business  has 
intervened  since  this  matter  was  called  up. 

The  President — The  gentleman  is  out  of  or- 
der. The  clerk  has  taken  up  the  next  order  and 
other  business  has  intervened. 

The  assignment  was  taken  up  and  voted  on. 

Later  in  the  session  Mr.  Dewey  offered  ail  or- 
der—That the  Joint  Standing'  Committee  on  De- 
partment for  the  Inspection  of  Buildings  inquire 
and  report  whether  or  not  the  provisions  of  Sec- 
tion S  of  Chapter  28  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1885,  as  amended  by  Chapter  25  of  the  Ordi- 
nances of  1886,  have  been  complied  with  since 
the  date  of  said  amending  ordinance,  and,  if 
not,  why  not. 

Passed.  Mr.  Dewey  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 
Sent  up. 

REMOVAL     01'    SNOW    AND     ICE    FROM     SCHOOL- 
HOUSE  YARDS. 

Mr.  Whall  called  up  the  special  assignment, 
viz.: 

Report  of  Committee  on  Ordinances  on  the 
subject  of  clearing  of  snow  and  ice  from  school- 
house  yards. 

Accepted.    Sent  up. 

PROPOSED        PERMANENT         EMPLOYMENT         OF 
LABORERS  IN   PAVING  DEPARTMENT. 

Early  in  the  session  Mr.  Reilly  offered  an 
order— That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be  re- 
quested to  consider  the  expediency  of  placing 
the  laborers  in  his  department  upon  a  perma- 
nent basis. 

Specially  assigned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Reilly,  to 
8  o'clock  this  evening. 

Later  in  the  session  the  order  was  called  up  by 
Mi-.  Reilly. 


Mr.  Reilly— This  subject,  as  it  presents  itself 
to  my  view,  is  one  that  I  feel  should  receive  the 
favorable  consideration  of  every  member  of  this 
Common  Council.  In  the  first  place  I  do  not 
think  there  are  many  members  of  the  Common 
Council  who  are  acquainted  with  the  workings 
of  this  department,  or  who  are  aware  of  the 
many  hardships  and  privations  which  the  men 
employed  in  this  department  are  obliged  to 
undergo  in  their  endeavors  to  support  them- 
selves and  their  families  through  the  year  on 
the  very  small  sum  of  money  which  they  receive 
in  the  aggregate,  owing  to  the  many  days  and 
even  weeks  of  enforced  idleness,  and  this  at  a 
season  of  the  year  when  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
obtain  employment  elsewhere.  I  should  state, 
Mr.  President,  that  I  myself  was  not  fully  aware 
of  the  facts  in  the  case  until  they  were  brought 
to  my  attention  by  employees  in  the  depart- 
ment. I  believe  it  is  time  that  measures  should  be 
taken  tending  towards  the  improvement  of  the 
condition  of  the  men  in  this  department.  As  re- 
gards the  head  of  the  department.  I  do  not  con- 
sider that  there  is  any  room  for  improvement. 
I  believe  that  the  gentleman  who  acts  as  super- 
intendent of  that  department  is  abundantly  ca- 
pable of  filling  the  duties  of  that  position  in  a 
manner  for  the  best  interest  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton. I  believe  lie  is  possessed  of  good  executive 
ability  and  knowledge  of  his  office  to  an  extent 
equal  to  those  of  any  of  his  predecessors  in  office. 
I  believe  that  his  management  of  the  affairs  of 
the  office  since  he  has  held  the  position  is  suffi- 
cient evidence  that  no  better  selection  could  be 
made  for  the  position.  I  fully  believe  that  he 
entertains  for  his  men  a  feeling  of  kind  sympa- 
thy that  is  often  found  wanting  in  men  occupy- 
ing positions  of  a  similar  nature.  In  order  to  show 
the  members  of  the  Common  Council  that  this 
matter  has  been  brought  to  their  attention  be- 
fore. I  would  refer  to  the  inaugural  address  of 
His  Honor  the  Mayor  in  188G.  In  referring  to 
this  department  he  said  that  the  way  in  which 
the  men  have  been  used  in  the  past,  has  been 
very  unjust.  Certain  improvements  in  the  run- 
ning of  the  department  were  suggested ;  and  he 
goes  on  to  say  that  the  department  can  be  rea- 
sonably run  with  a  force  of  500  men  through  the 
year,  upon  an  appropriation  of  §700,000.  Now, 
the  appropriation  for  the  Paving  Department 
last  year,  was  8700,000.  The  men  were  put  at 
steady  employment  about  the  1st  of  May,  and 
continued  in  steady  employment  until  the  1st 
of  November.  Since  then  they  have  been  on 
half  time  ever  since  ;  some  of  them  have 
been  discharged.  The  average  length  of 
time  of  men  employed  in  the  department, 
in  fact  the  greatest  length  of  time,  which 
any  man  is  employed  during  the  year, 
is  nine  months.  Nine  months'  employment  at 
S50  a  month  would  be  $450  a  vear.  This  would 
be  less  than  $1.50  a  day.  I  contend  that  any  man 
with  a  family — and  most  of  the  men  in  this  de- 
partment, as  I  understand,  are  men  who  have 
been  in  the  department  for  a  number  of  years 
and  have  families  to  support— should  not  be  ex- 
pected to  serve  the  city  of  Boston  faithfully  and 
well  and  to  support  a  family  on  §1.50  a  day.  I 
believe  it  is  the  only  department  in  the  city 
where  the  men  are  not  on  a  permanent  basis, 
and  I  hope  and  trust  that  this  order  will  go 
through,  and  that  the  superintendent  of  streets 
may  consider  this  matter,  and  may,  if  it  is  pos- 
sible, find  some  way  to  improve  the  condition  of 
the  men  in  his  employ. 

Mr.  Leary — I  hope  this  order  will  prevail. 
Within  the  last  two  weeks  I  have  been  waited 
on  by  a  delegation  of  the  men  in  the  Paving 
Department.  They  asked  me  to  consider  that 
order,  and  to  endeavor  to  put  them  on  a  sound 
basis  and  on  a  salary  of  $600  a  year.  I 
told  them  I  should  have  to  consider  that  matter 
carefully,  which  is  very  much  upon  a  decision 
of  the  corporation  counsel,  that  the  members  of 
the  Common  Council  could  not  have  anything 
to  do  in  controlling  the  department  in  making 
contracts  for  the  employment  of  labor.  I  said  I 
should  like  to  have  an  opportunity  to  find  some 
way  of  getting  at  it.  The  gentleman  from 
Charlestown  stated  that  the  men  were  only  on 
half  time.  I  can  inform  the  Council  that  it 
is  worse  than  that.  Now  they  only  receive  one 
week's  work  in  three.  It  used  to  be  half 
time,  but  now  they  get  only  one  week  in 
three.  I  hope  this  order  will  pass,  and  when 
the  Appropriation  bill  comes  round  I  hope  we 
may  give  the  Paving  Department  sufficient  to 
carry  on  their  work  so  that  the  men  will  be  per- 
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manently  employed  and  we  may  have-  our  streets 
put  in  proper  condition. 

Mr.  Lauten — This  is  a  very  important  matter, 
and  I  would  move  that  this  whole  subject  he  re- 
ferred to  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Paving  on  the  part  of  the  Council  for  their  con- 
sideration. 

The  question  was  put  and  the  order  was  de- 
clared referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Paving  on  the  part  of  the  Council. 

Later  in  the  session  Mr.  Reilly  said : 

Mr.  President.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege. 
The  order  that  I  offered  was  referred  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Lauten  to  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Paving  on  the  part  of  this  Council.  There  is  no 
such  committee,  and  consequently  the  reference 
has  gone  for  naught.  I  therefore  move  the 
previous  question  on  the  passage  of  my  order. 

Mr.  Whall-I  am  glad  for  once  that  we  have 
referred  some  matter  to  the  Council  part  of  a 
joint  committee.  The  other  branch  has  been  re- 
ferring things  to  the  aldermanic  part  of  the 
Committees  on  Ordinances.Finance  and  Claims, 
etc.  They  stifled  a  measure  last  year  by  refer- 
ring it  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  on  the 
part  of  the  Board.  I  think  the  point  is  not  well 
taken ;  at  any  rate  it  is  not  a  question  of 
privilege. 

Mr.  Reilly— I  should  like  to  know  if  there  is 
a  Standing  Committee  on  Paving  on  the  part  of 
this  Council? 

Mr.  Whall— It  is  a  joint  committee. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  ask  the  clerk 
to  read  his  records,  as  Ire  has  them,  to  show 
whether  it  was  referred  to  the  standing  commit- 
tee on  the  part  of  the  Council  or  the  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Paving. 

The  Clerk— I  understood  Mr.  Lauten  to  move 
to  refer  to  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Paving. 

Mr.  Reilly— The  gentleman  from  Ward  14 
stated  to  me  that  he  had  referred  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving  on  the  part  of  the  Council.  I 
would  like  to  ask  for  information  how  the  re- 
porter has  it  recorded. 

The  reporter  read  Mr.  Lauten's  remarks  in 
making  the  motion,  as  printed  above. 

The,  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Ladd  moved  to  refer  to  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Paving. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McNary,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  lost ;  yeas  17,  nays  39 : 

Yeas— Blume,  Bowman,  Dewey.  Fottler,  Fow- 
ler, Ladd.  Lattimore,  Lauten,  F.  Morison,  Nor- 
ton, Perkins,  Richards,  Sanger,  E.  Sullivan, 
Thayer,  Tuttle,  Wilson— 17. 

Nays— Atwood,  Carroll,  Chamberlain.  Coch- 
ran, Coleman,  Connolly,  Davern,  Dolan,  Duggan, 
Fisher,  Foss,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher, 
Gomez,  haggerty.  Harrington,  Hayes,  Kelloy, 
Kennedy,  Leary,  Mahoney,  McEnaney,  McKen- 
na,  McNary,  J.  J.  Murphy.  J.  Murphy,  Nunan, 
O'Mealey,  Perry,  E.  J.  Powers,  Reilly,  Shaw, 
Snow.  R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevans,  Tracy, 
Whall.  AVhitmore— 39. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Barry,  Burr,  Carsten- 
sen.  Clark,  Covle.  Desmond,  Dunn.  Frost,  Keii- 
lier,  Light,  F.  R.  Morrison,  W.  H.  Murphy,  C.  C. 
Powers,  Short,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  Webster— 1G. 

Mr.  Fottler— I  move  to  adjourn. 

The  Clerk— The  order  has  not  been  read  a 
second  time  yet. 

The  President— The  clerk  will  read  the 
order  a  second  time. 

The  clerk  read  the  order  and  the  question 
came  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  adjourn ;  lost  on 
division,  18  for,  35  against. 

Mr.  Tracy  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Ladd— If  we  are  going  to  commit  our- 
selves to  any  such  action  as  this  without  suffi- 
cient time  for  the  consideration  of  it,  I  certainly 
must  have  something  to  say  in  regard  to  this 
matter.  It  is  like  a  large  part  of  the  legislation 
I  have  seen  carried  on  in  this  chamber— purely 
and  simply  class  legislation. 

Mr.  Reilly— May  I  ask  the  gentleman  a  ques- 
tion? I  should  like  to  ask  the  gentleman  in 
what  way  we  commit  ourselves  in  this  order? 
Th  is  order  is  merely  to  ask  the  superintendent 
of  streets  to  consider  the  expediency.  I  do  not 
see  that  we  commit  ourselves  by  passing  the  or- 
der. 

The  President— Mr.  Ladd  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  Ladd— We  wiM  understand  whether  this 
matter  is  expedient  ourselves  after  it  has  been 
discussed.    We  see  its  bearing  the  moment  it  is 


introduced.    It  is  not  to  allow  the  city  of  Boston 
to  go  into  the  labor  market  and — 

Mr.  Whall— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  the 
question  before  the  house  is  whether  the  main 
question  shall  he  put,  and  the  gentleman  is  dis- 
cussing the  main  question. 

The  President— The  gentleman  must  confine 
himself  to  the  question  before  the  house. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  am,  Mr.  President,  and  I  propose 
to  give  reasons  why  this  order  should  not  be 
passed  tonight,  and  therein  I  give  reasons  why 
the  previous  question  should  not  be  ordered,  be- 
cause if  the  previous  question  is  ordered  that 
means  the  passage  of  this  order  If  I  give  rea- 
sons why  this  order  should  not  be  passed  it  seems 
to  me  that  I  am  giving  reasons  why  the  previous 
question  should  not  be  ordered.  I  hope  the 
previous  question  will  not  be  ordered,  because 
it  seems  to  me  that  if  this  order  is  passed  it  is 
committing  the  city  of  Boston  to  an  unwise 
measure.  I  do  not  wonder  that  the  gentlemen 
in  this  chamber  do  not  want  to  debate  it,  and  I 
do  not  wonder  that  the  previous  question  is 
moved,  because  the  question  will  not  bear  de- 
bate, and  gentlemen  know  it. 

Mr.  Leary— There  was  plenty  of  chance  to  de- 
bate on  this  matter  previous  to  this  time.  The 
gentleman  says  that  the  majority  in  this  cham- 
ber is  going  the  other  way — 

Mr.  Gomez — I  must  call  my  colleague  to  order. 
I  must  raise  the  point  of  order  that  he  is  dis- 
cussing the  main  question. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  decide  that 
the  gentleman  is  out  of  order,  being  out  of  his 
seat.    Mr.  Leary  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  Leary — It  is  perfectly  proper  that  this  or- 
der should  be  passed  for  the  reasons  given  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  5.  The  men  in  the 
Paving  Department  are  the  most  ill-used  of  any 
employees  of  the  city  of  Boston.  The  gentleman 
would  not  hesitate  in  a  short  time  to  declaim 
and  say  that  the  streets  are  neglected;  but  he 
hesitates  about  employing  men  that  should  be 
employed  in  order  to  keep  the  streets  in  proper 
repair.    I  hope  the  order  will  be  passed. 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ladd  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

The  order  was  passed ;  yeas  40,  nays  17 : 

Yeas— Atwood,  Barry,  Carroll,  Chamberlain, 
Cochran,  Coleman,  Connelly,  Davern,  Dolan, 
Fisher,  Foss,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher, 
Gomez,  Haggerty,  Harrington,  Hayes,  Kelley, 
Kennedy,  Leary,  Mahoney,  McEnaney,  Mc- 
Kenua,  McNary,  J.  Murphy,  J.  J.  Murphy, 
Nunan,  O'Mealey,  Perry,  E.  J.  Powers,  Reilly, 
Snow,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan.  Sundburg, 
Teevens,  Tracy,  Tuttle,  Whall.  AVhitmore— 40. 

Nays— Blume,  Bowman.  Dewey,  Fottler, 
Fowler,  Ladd,  Lattimore,  Lauten,  F.  Morison, 
Norton,  Perkins,  Richards.  Sanger,  Shaw,  E. 
Sullivan,  Thayer,  Wilson— 17. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Burr,  Carstcnsem  Clark, 
Covlr,  Desmond,  Duggan.  Dunn,  Frost,  Keliher, 
Light,  F.  R.  Morrison,  W.  H.  Murphy,  C.  C. 
Powers.  Short,  Webster— 15. 

Mr.  Reilly  moved   to  reconsider;  lost.    Sent 
up. 
the  investigation  of  bridge  department 

Mr.  James  H.  Sullivan  submitted  the  follow- 
ing : 

The  joint  special  committee  appointed  to  in- 
vestigate certain  alleged  charges  of  incompe- 
tency and  irregularities  in  the  conduct  of  the 
superintendent  of  bridges  respectfully  report 
that  they  held  several  meetings  for  the  purpose 
of  hearing  any  charges  tha  tmight  be  presented 
and  to  investigate  the  same  fully  and  thor- 
oughly, that  no  person  appeared  to  prefer  any 
charges,  and  no  evidence  was  presented  by  any 
person  of  any  mismanagement  of  the  Bridge 
Department  under  the  present  superintendent, 
and  they  accordingly  ask  to  be  relieved  from  the 
duty  of  pursuing  the  investigation  any  further. 
For  the  committee, 

James  H.  Sullivan. 

Accepted.  Mr.  James  H.  Sullivan  moved  to 
reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

BACK  BAY   PARK  BETTERMENTS, 

Mr.  Blume  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  following  order  for  a  settlement,  as  recom- 
mended by  the  citv  solicitor,  of  the  claim  of 
David  N.  Skillings,  executor,  on  account  of  bet- 
terments assessed  on  lands  of  the  late  David  N. 
Skillings,  for  laying  out  the  Back  Bay  Park : 
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Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
David  N.Skillings,  executor,  the  sum  of  $3040.04, 
on  his  giving  a  release  satisfactory  to  the  city 
solicitor,  of  all  claim  on  account  of  the  assess- 
ment and  payment  of  betterments  on  lands  of 
the  late  David  N.  Skillings,  for  the  laying  out  of 
the  Back  Bay  Park. 

The  report  was  accepted.  The  order  was  read 
twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  moved  by 
Mr.  Blume,  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Wham — I  move  to  specially  assign  to  the 
next  meeting  at  8  o'clock.  It  is  rather  a  large 
sum.  I  have  no  doubt  the  order  can  be  satisfac- 
torily explained,  but  some  of  us  would  like  to  go 
upon  a  little  private  investigation  of  our  own. 

Mr.  Blume— I  have  no  special  objection  to  the 
matter  going  over.  If,  however,  the  gentleman 
desires  information  I  am  as  well  prepared  to 
give  it  now  as  I  will  be  at  the  next  meeting. 
The  mat  er  is  this:  the  city  solicitor  has  recom- 
mended the  settlement  of  this  suit  for  50  cents 
on  the  dollor,  and  this  is  a  rebate"  of  50  cents  on 
the  dollar  on  the  amount  of  Mr.  Skillings's 
betterments.  That  is  all  there  is  to  it.  If  the 
gentleman  desires  to  make  an  investigation  he 
will  come  to  that  result. 

Mr.  Whall— I  have  no  doubt  at  the  result  of 
the  investigation  in  ascertaining  the  same  facts. 
I  have  not  any  doubt  about  it,  but  I  want  to  be 
positive  beyond  perad venture. 

Mr.  Gomez— I  hope  this  motion  to  assign  will 
not  prevail.  This  matter  has  been  thoroughly 
discussed  in  the  Committee  on  Claims,  and  the 
Law  Department,  and  the  city  solicitor  has  sug- 
gested to  us  that  this  is  the  best  settlement  we 
can  make  of  this  case.  I  think  that  the  gentle- 
men on  the  Committee  on  Claims  know  enough 
to  do  their  duty,  and  have  the  interests  of  the 
city  at  heart  as  well  as  the  members  of  the 
Council.  While  I  have  no  special  objection  to 
the  order  lying  over,  I  like  to  see  the  work  of  the 
government  gone  through  with,  and  not  have  as- 
signments lying  upon  our  hands  when  there  is 
plenty  of  other  work  to  be  done.  This  thing  has 
been  thoroughly  canvassed,  and  we  are  acting 
upon  the  best  advice  of  the  Law  Department.  I 
trust  that  the  matter  will  not  be  assigned.  I 
simply  make  these  remarks  in  justice  to  the 
committee.  I  think  that  our  committee  under- 
stands its  duties  as  well  as  any  other. 

Mr.  Whall— I  never  would  have  made  the 
motion  to  assign  if  I  had  thought  the  gentlemen 
on  the  Committee  on  Claims  would  consider  for 
a  moment  that  it  was  a  reflection  upon  their  in- 
tegrity. I  assure  the  gentleman  from  South 
Boston  that  I  did  not  intend  it  as  a  reflection 
upon  the  honesty  of  the  committee  or  a  reflec- 
tion upon  the  scrutinizing  care  with  which  they 
investigate  every  subject.  I  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion to  assign,  knowing  that  it  will  require  a 
two  thirds  vote  to  pass  the  matter  tonight,  it  be- 
ing an  expenditure  of  money. 

The  order  was  passed.  Mr.  Blume  moved  to 
reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

assessors'  department. 
Mr.  Blume  submmitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Assessors'  Department  on 
the  ordinance  referred  by  the  Common  Council 
to  amend  Chap.  21  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of 
1885.  so  as  to  increase  the  number  of  first 
and  second  assistant-assessors— That  in  their 
opinion  the  ordinance  ought  to  pass  in  concur- 
rence with  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


The  report  was  accepted. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Ladd  Mr.  Blume  said  this  was  a 
unanimous  report. 

The  ordinance  was  passed  in  concurrence.  Mr. 
Blume  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

WOODEN   BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Atwood  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  the  Department  for  the  In- 
spection of  Building's : 

Report  and  order— That  the  inspector  of  build- 
ings be  authorized  to  issue  a  permit  to  Francis 
E.  Whitcomb  to  build,  outside  the  building  lim- 
its, a  wooden  building  on  an  unnamed  street 
near  Crescent  avenue.  Ward  4,  in  excess  of  range 
allowed  and  without  the  intervention  or  con- 
struction of  a  brick  wall  as  required  by  the  ordi- 
nances, and  in  accordance  with  an  application 
on  file  in  the  Department  for  the  Inspection  of 
Buildings;  said  building  to  be  occupied  for 
stabling  purposes. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed.  Mr.  Atwood 
moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

Report  and  order — That  the  inspector  of  build- 
ings be  authorized  to  issue  a  permit  to  the  Bos- 
ton Wharf  Company  to  build,  outside  the  build- 
ing limits,  a  wooden  building  on  Congress-street 
extension,  rear  of  A-street  extension,  Ward  13, 
in  excess  of  range  allowed  and  without  the  in- 
tervention or  construction  of  a  brick  wall  as 
required  by  the  ordinances;  said  building  to  be 
occupied  for  manufacturing  purposes. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed.  Mr.  Atwood 
moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

HYDE  SCHOOLHOUSE. 

Mr.  John  Murphy  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  on  the  re- 
quest of  the  School  Committee  for  certain 
changes  in  the  arrangement  of  the  coalbins  in 
the  Hyde  schoolhouse— Recommending  the  pass- 
age of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  public 
buildings  be  authorized  to  change  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  coalbins  in  the  basement  of  the 
Hyde  schoolhouse,  in  compliance  with  the  re- 
quest of  the  School  Committee,  the  expense 
thus  incurred  to  be  charged  to  tlie  appropriation 
for  schoolhouses,  public  buildings. 

Report  accepted,  order  read  twice  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rule,  moved  by  Mr.  J.  Murphy, 
and  passed.  Mr.  J.  Murphy  moved  to  reconsider ; 
lost.    Sent  up. 

WARD  STREET. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Laying  Out  and  Widening  Street 
report  to  the  City  Council  what  action,  if  any, 
has  been  taken  with  regard  to  the  laying  out  and 
widening  of  Ward  street. 

Passed.  Mr.  R.  Sullivan  moved  to  reconsider; 
lost.    Sent  up. 

SEWELL'S  COURT. 

Mr.  Reilly  submitted  a  report  from  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Streets  on  the  petition  of  John 
Quintan  and  others  that  Sewell's  court,  Charles- 
town,  be  laid  out  as  a  public  way — That  in  their 
opinion  it  is  inexpedient  to  take  any  action. 

Accepted.    Sent  up. 

Adjourned  at  10.33  P.M.  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Tracy,  and  stood  adjourned  to  Friday,  March  18, 
at  7.30  P.M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 


Monday,  March  14,  1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
4  o'clock,  P.  M„  Aid.  Donovan,  chairman,  pre- 
siding. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Allen  the  reading  of  the 
record  of  the  last  meeting  was  dispensed  with. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Five  grand  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  United 
States  Circuit  Court,  March  term. 

HEARING  ON  ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

On  petitions  for  leave  to  erect  and  use  station- 
ary steam  engines  as  follows : 

1.  Charles  P.  Shourds  &  Co.,  two-horse  power, 
58  Elm  street,  Charlestown, 

2.  J.  F.  Faxon,  80-horse  power,  10  Utica  street. 
Ward  12. 

3.  H.  M.  Plimpton  &  Co..  10-horse  power,  146- 
150  Pearl  street,  Ward  12. 

4.  William  Ratcliff ,  eight-horse  power,  Hunt- 
ington avenue,  corner  Ward  street. 

5.  Isaac  O.  Fleet,  eight-horse  power,  rear  121 
Sumner  street,  East  Boston. 

6.  James  S.  Stone,  45-hor.se  power,  Purchase 
street,  corner  Pearl  street. 

7.  Burke  Bros.,  six-horse  power,  27  Hancock 
street,  Ward  20. 

8.  R.  T.  Parker,  trustee  (two  petitions),  50- 
horse  power,  206-228  Franklin  street,  Ward  12. 

9.  Atlantic  Stone  Company  (two  petitions), 
five-horse  power,  474-478  Atlantic  avenue. 

10.  A.  J.  Wilkinson  &  Co.,  12-horse  power, 
basement  184  Washington  street,  Ward  7. 

No  objections.  Severally  referred  to  Commit- 
tee on  Steam  Engines. 

11.  On  petition  of  G.  A.  &  S.  W.  Brackett.  for 
leave  to  project  three  bay  windows  from  build- 
ing junction  Roxbury  and  Linden  Park  streets. 
No  objections.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Survey 
and  Inspection  of  Buildings  (Aid). 

12.  On  petition  of  the  Sewall  &  Day  Cordage 
Company,  for  a  location  for  a  freight  railroad 
across  Lincoln  street,  Brighton,  with  authority 
to  use  steam  power  on  said  railroad.  No  objec- 
tions. Recommitted  to  Committee  on  Railroads. 
Metroiiolitan  Railroad  Location*  in  South  Bos- 
ton. 

13.  On  petition  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company,  for  locations  of  tracks  in  certain 
streets  in  South  Boston  and  the  city  proper, with 
the  right  to  use  certain  tracks  of  the  South  Bos- 
ton Railroad  Company. 

'President  Richards  appeared  for  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad  Company  in  aid  of  the  peti- 
tion. He  would  not  at  this  stage  make  an  elab- 
orate opening  more  than  to  say  the  petition  asks 
for  the  right  to  enter  into  South  Boston  in  three 
or  four  different  places,  making  three  or  four 
different  routes.  He  presented  maps  showing 
the  locations  and  routes,  what  portion  of  the 
streets  they  wish  to  occupy,  and  what  portions 
are  occupied  by  the  South  Boston  Railroad  Com- 
pany. In  all  the  tracks  petitioned  for  are  11.37 
miles,  using  in  all  2.52  miles  of  the  South  Boston 
railroad  rails.  He  supposed  he  must  bring  for- 
ward other  arguments  than  statements  of  his 
own  in  favor  of  these  locations.  For  that  pur- 
pose he  had  prepared  and  wrote  himself  a  pe- 
tition in  aid  of  this  petition  of  the  company, 
and  they  were  circulated  in  South  Boston,  left 
at  the  stores,  carried  to  the  houses  of  residents ; 
and  they  were  requested  to  be  signed  by  those 
who  desired  more  horse-car  accommodations. 
It  is  the  largest  petition  that  has  ever 
been  brought  into  City  Hall.  If  there  is 
a  name  that  does  not  belong  there,  it  can  be 
thrown  off.  This  petition  measures  344  feet  long; 
he  measured  it  himself;  it  averages  about  35 
names  per  foot  (12,040  names),  all  in  favor  of  the 
Metropolitan  coming  there  and  giving  them  an 
accommodation  they  do  not  now  enjoy.  If  the 
10,000  petitioners  were  to  come  to  City  Hall  and 
the  question  were  put  whether  they  favored  this 
thing,  no  such  response  has  ever  been  heard  as 
would  be  the  sound  of  their  vociferous  aye.  His 
company  is  not  here  for  apology  or  sympathy. 


Last  summer,  at  the  solicitation  of  the  South 
Boston  railroad,  an  effort  was  made  to  consoli- 
date the  two  companies,  and  satisfactory  terms 
were  agreed  upon.  The  stockholders  of  both 
roads  felt  it  was  a  fair  arrangement.  But  con- 
solidation failed,  and  the  honorable  president  of 
the  South  Boston  railroad  was  the  cause  of  it, he 
voting  against  it.  Mr.  Dean  was  also  opposed  to 
it.  Could  the  stockholders  of  the  South  Boston 
railroad  have  voted  on  it,  consolidation 
would  have  taken  place.  He  then  said 
that  if  he  could  do  so,  an  honorable  effort 
should  be  made  for  the  Metropolitan  rail- 
road to  go  to  South  Boston.  Then  came  a 
rumor  that  in  another  city  lives  a  band  cf  men 
with  a  vast  power  of  wealth,  who  had  controlled 
the  railroads  in  Philadelphia  and  Chicago;  a 
corporation  which  came  here  two  years  ago  and 
failed.  He  believed  the  danger-bell  was  ring- 
ing for  his  corporation  as  well  as  the  South  Bos- 
ton, and  he  felt  bound  to  protect  his  corporation 
and  the  good  name  of  Boston.  He  said  and  did 
all  he  could  to  cheer,  encourage,  and  protect  the 
president  of  the  South  Boston  road,  much  as  his 
action  has  been  misconstrued.  He  came  to  City 
Hall  and  met  Aid.  Carroll,  who  said,  it  is  time 
you  put  in  a  petition  to  run  your  cars  to  South 
Boston;  that  if  you  don't  put  in  one  next  Mon- 
day, some  one  else  will.  He  felt  that  if  anything 
was  to  be  done  it  must  be  done  at  once.  From 
the  day  that  petition  was  put  in  the  Standard 
Oil  Company  never  bought  another  share.  He 
said  to  Aid.  Carroll  he  did  not  like  to  do  this 
thing.  But  he  knew  unless  he  could  checkmate 
the  Standard  Oil  Company  the  South  Boston 
railroad  would  go  into  other  hands.  The  oil 
company  would  not  want  that  stock  if  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad  Company  was  to  go  to  South 
Boston.  He  knew  that  his  action  had 
been  taken  advantage  of  to  smut  and 
kill  his  entry  into  South  Boston.  He  de- 
nied the  charge  of  attempting  to  foment  and 
prolong  the  South  Boston  strike ;  it  was  con- 
trary to  everything  he  had  done  in  his  railroad 
experience;  contrary  to  his  position  with  200 
railroad  men.  All  he  did  was  to  bring  together 
Mr.  Short  and  Mr.  Hersey  at  his  office,  the  rep- 
resentatives of  the  contestants;  and  that  was 
all  he  did.  He  explained  the  routes  asked  for, 
the  object  for  each  ;  an  entirely  new  route  being 
through  Boston  and  Columbia  streets  to  Frank- 
lin Park,  so  that  passengers  can  go  from  the 
Marine  Park  to  Franklin  Park  for  five  cents. 
He  offered  an  interchange  of  cars  with  the  South 
Boston  road  to  run  to  Franklin  and  Back-bay 
parks.  This  would  do  away  with  the  difficulty 
over  the  route  through  Broadway  and  Washing- 
ton street.  He  alluded  to  the  charge  of  subsi- 
dizing the  press,  and  said  that  he  found  a  man 
who  believed  as  344  other  people  believe,  that 
the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  should  come 
to  South  Boston,  and  he  paid  $35  for  having  that 
man  publish  an  article  already  written,  saying 
just  what  the  man  believed.  He  also  read  an 
article  from  the  South  Boston  Inquirer,  urging 
the  South  Boston  Railroad  Company  to  procure 
the  same  locations  the  Metropolitan  has  peti- 
tioned for ;  and  that  was  the  man  he  could  not 
subsidize.  [To  Aid.  Bromwich]— Know  the  South 
Boston  railroad  petitioned  for  the  Broadway 
route ;  was  not  aware  of  the  A-street  route  peti- 
tioned for  by  the  South  Boston  railroad  until 
after  the  present  petition  was  put  in. 

[To  Aid.  Carroll]— The  fare  to  Franklin  Park 
and  East  Boston  would  be  5  cents,  and  the  same 
from  East  Boston  and  the  Highlands  to  the  Ma- 
rine Park. 

[To  Aid.  Bromwich]— Cannot  positively  assert 
the  fare  will  be  5  cents  two  months  from  now; 
he  would  like  to  assert  that  he  and  Aid.  Brom- 
wich would  meet  in  heaven,  but  he  could  not 
do  so. 

Ex-Senator  MeGeough,  representing  a  citi- 
zens' committee,  desired  to  present  resolutions 
and  testimony  in  favor  of  granting'  this  peti- 
tion. 

P.  J.  Conlon  gave  an  account  of  a  meeting  at 
St.  Michael's  Hall  yesterday  of  representatives 
of  25  or  30  labor  organizations  representing  20,- 
000  men,  and  he  and  two  others  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  urge  the  granting  of  this  peti- 
tion. This  was  clear  of  all  questions  growing 
out  of  the  strike,  but  because  it  will  give  them 
long  needed  accommodations.  [To  Mr.  Galla- 
gher]—Heard  objections  to  the  South  Boston 
Railroad  Company  before  the  strike;  the  Bay 
View  cars  are  crowded  like  sardines  in  a  box ; 
do  not  know  of  anyone  going  and  complaining  to 
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the  South  Boston  railroad  management;  but  if 
they  did  not  know  it,  the  managers  were  incom- 
petent; the  strike  had  given  them  this  opportu- 
nity to  put  their  objections  in  force.  [To  Mr. 
McGeough]— The  universal  feeling  is  that  a  com- 
peting line  is  an  absolute  necessity.  The  people 
are  not  accommodated  by  the  South  Boston 
railroad  cars.  [To  Mr.  Hersey]— Do  not  believe 
(hat  the  people  who  crowd  the  cars  on  stormy 
days,  walk  on  clear  days. 

John  A.  McManus,  another  member  of  the 
committee  appointed  yesterday,  said  the  Eighth 
street  and  Bay  View  line  is  not  run  enough  to 
accommodate  the  people.  They  need  more  ac- 
commodations. Lived  on  the  Eighth  street  line 
about  eight  years;  not  sufficient  cars  to  accom- 
modate the  people,  the  people  favor  a  competing 
Hue.  [To  Mr.  Gallagher]— His  own  trouble 
would  be  remedied  by  the  South  Boston  railroad 
putting  on  more  cars :  but  all  the  people  would 
not  be  accommodated.  [To  Mr.  Hersey]— Know 
the  South  Boston  railroad  runs  one  or  two 
more  cars  on  Bay  View  line  as  the  Metropolitan 
run  on  Dorchester  avenue. 

Mr.  McGeough  read  the  resolutions  referred 
to  by  him  and  called  several  persons'  names.but 
none  appeared. 

This  closed  the  evidence  for  the  petitioners. 

Charles  T.  Gallagher  appeared  for  the  South 
Boston  Railroad  Company  and  said  he  had  list- 
ened with  a  great  deal  of  interest  to  Mr.  Rich- 
ards, but  had  failed  to  hear  any  great  public 
demand  why  the  Metropolitan  should  come  into 
South  Boston.  He  alluded  to  a  remark  of  Mr. 
Richards  at  a  former  hearing,  that  he  could  get 
any  number  of  petitions  at  two  cents  a  piece, 
and  said  the  same  argument  might  be  applied  to 
this  petition  in  aid.  But  such  a  petition  should  be 
supported  by  facts  and  statements.  The  trouble 
in  South  Boston  has  resulted  in  one  good — it  has 
shown  the  people  to  be  law-abiding,  in  contrast 
with  the  people  of  Cambridge.  Thousands  of 
people  would  hold  up  their  hands  and  sign  peti- 
tions for  the  Consolidated  road  to  go  to  South 
Boston,  because  they  would  give  accommoda- 
tions ;  but  they  did  not  want  to  be  made  a  side 
track  for  the  Metropolitan.  Previous  to  the 
strike  the  South  Boston  railroad  ran  all  the  cars 
on  all  the  lines  the  law  allowed,  and  the  only 
places  they  have  not  run  is  where  the  Metropol- 
itan appeared  and  objected.  There  was  always 
a  menace ;  if  the  South  Boston  tried  to  do  any- 
thing the  other  roads  would  threaten  to  run  on 
their  lines.  Curiously  enough,  when  the  South 
Boston  railroad  was  suffering  from  the  defalca- 
tion ths  strik;  was  foment::!  ind  this  petition 
of  the  Metropolitan  was  put  in.  The  South  Bos- 
ton railroad  has  always  accommodated  the  peo- 
ple, and  always  will  do  so  better  than  the  Metro- 
politan. Failing  in  three  attempts  to  get  control 
of  the  South  Boston  railroad,  this  attempt  is 
made  in  furtherance  of  that  attempt  to  control. 

President  Hersey  of  the  South  Boston  railroad 
appeared,  to  protest  against  this  attempt  1o 
steal  the  business  of  those  who  had  invested  in 
its  stock.  The  methods  by  which  the  petitions 
were  circulated  and  names  obtained  do  not  re- 
dound to  the  credit  of  the  Metropolitan  railroad. 
This  petition  never  would  have  been  presented 
had  it  not  been  for  the  differences  between  the 
South  Boston  railroad  and  its  employees.  The 
company  had  petitioned  for  Broadway  and 
Congress  street,  but  the  locations  were  opposed 
by  the  octopus  fingers  of  the  Metropolitan  presi- 
dent. If  more  cars  are  needed,  they  are  ready 
to  do  so.  Twenty-seven  new  cars  are  already 
ordered.  No  just  and  reasonable  demand  of  the 
citizens  has  not  been  complied  with  by  the 
South  Boston  railroad.  He  opposed  consolida- 
tion because  it  had  been  shown  that  the  road 
could  live,  and  he  listened  to  the  protests  of  the 
citizens'  association  and  others  against  consoli- 
dation with  the  Metropolitan,  on  account  of  the 
poor  service  in  East  Boston,  Dorchester  and 
other  sections.  He  had  seen  letters  threaten- 
ing loss  of  custom  in  case  people  did 
not  sign  these  petitions.  The  road  has  good 
cars,  horses,  conductors  and  drivers,  and  will  give 
all  the  accommodation  needed.  [To  Aid.  Car 
roll]— The  citizens  of  Boston  own  the  streets; 
the  roads  have  chartered  rights  which  the  peo- 
ple  cannot  interfere  with.  Arriveat  public  senti- 
ment by  listening  to  reports,  and  scanning  tins 
press.  There  is  no  public  sentiment  back  of  the 
petitions  presented.  The  speakers  at,  and  those 
who  attended  the  meeting,  were  largely  friends 
of  the  strikers.  Had  no  doubt  there  were  many 
good  names  on  that  petition;   but  the  methods 


of  obtaining  them  were  questionable.  Names 
were  obtained  by  going  into  a  man's  store,  tak- 
ing bis  name  and  number,  and  telling  him  he 
had  better  sign  it  or  he  would  lose  custom.  The 
27  new  cars  were  ordered  for  the  Broadway 
route  long  before  the  strike.  Don't  remember 
that  Aid.  Carroll  ever  asked  him  to  put  in  a  pe- 
tition for  a  line  to  the  harbor  boats;  a  portion  of 
the  route  has  been  before  the  Board  for  months ; 
it  will  be  difficult  to  obtain  because  President 
Richards  said  the  South  Boston  road  should  not 
go  there.  A  competing  line  to  South  Boston  will 
lead  to  consolidation  before  six  months  elapsed; 
but  the  service  under  competition  would  be 
poorer;  neither  line  could  pay  dividends 
and  give  the  service  now  given.  [To  Aid. 
Broinwich]— The  petition  for  Broadway  was 
presented  before  he  was  president.  Would 
have  excepted  some  result  if  Aid.  Carroll  had 
given  the  same  attention  to  that  petition  that 
he  has  given  to  this  petition.  He  supposed  the 
effort  of  and  for  the  Metropolitan  meant  an  at- 
tempt to  force  consolidation.  If  the  Metropol- 
itan petition  is  granted  he  don't  expect  the 
tracks  will  be  built.  [To  Aid.  Carroll]— Don't 
attempt  to  speak  for  the  Metropolitan.  [To  Aid. 
Carroll]— As  a  general  principle,  where  consol- 
idation is  possible,  competition  is  not  probable. 
[To  Aid.  Lee]— Mr.  Richards  has  changed  bis 
attitude  in  regard  to  Washington  street,  and 
has  run  his  Harrison-avenue  cars  through  the 
narrow  gorge  without  objection.  [To  Mr.  Mc- 
Geough]—There  is  quite  a  distance  from  the 
Eighth-street  and  Dorchester-street  lines.  In 
Washington  Village  there  is  a  large  population 
who  can  take  the  Metropolitan  or  walk  across 
to  Eighth  street.  Do  not  know  who  are  the  pre 
sent  owners  of  a  majority  of  the  stock. 

In  reply  to  Aid. ..Carroll  Mr.  Gallagher  said  he 
did  not  believe  the  South  Boston  Railroad  Com- 
pany is  owned  by  parties  in  Philadelphia,  and 
the  company  would  bring  their  stock-book  be- 
fore the  board  if  desired. 

Vincent  Laforme,  president  of  the  Citizens' 
Association,  presented  resolutions  passed  Feb. 
18,  1887,  against  the  Metropolitan  coming  to 
South  Boston,  and  urged  that  it  would  not  be  a 
benefit  to  the  people  there.  He  traced  the  his- 
tory of  transportation  to  and  from  South  Boston 
since  Mr.  Jepson  ran  his  half-hourly  omnibus 
line,  nearly  45  years  ago,  to  the  present,  and  said 
the  people  are  now  well  accommodated.  This 
petition  is  opposed  by  a  large  number  of  the 
best  citizens.  [To  Aid.  Carroll]— The  resolutions 
were  adopted  by  a  vote  of  33  in  favor  to  7  against. 
Sometimes  ride  home  in  my  own  carriage ;  pat- 
ronize the  cars  most  of  the  time.  He  believed 
the  Metropolitan  would  serve  the  people  poorly, 
as  they  have  done  in  East  Boston  and  Dor- 
chester. 

William  W.  Nichols  appeared  to  remonstrate 
specially  against  any  track  on  Fourth  street, 
where  be  owned  property,  and  he  opposed  the 
Metropolitan  coming  to  South  Boston  ;  one  mo- 
nopoly is  enough.  He  believed  competition 
would  not  secure  better  accommodations. and 
would  injure  the  employees  of  the  South  Boston 
road.  [To  Mr.  McGeough]— There  was  a  feel- 
ing some  years  ago  against  the  South  Boston 
railroad,  but  not  recently. 

Ex-Aid.  S.  A.  Stackpole  said  the  accommoda- 
tions furnished  by  the  South  Boston  railroad 
are  good  and  compare  favorably  with  other 
roads. 

Henry  C.  Souther  said  the  accommodations 
are  not  excelled  by  those  of  any  other  road. 

Terence  C.  Smith  said  that  sufficient  cars  are 
run  to  accommodate  the  people. 

Charles  H.  Cole  agreed  with  others  as  to  the 
good  accommodations. 

John  H.  Locke  testified  that  the  accommoda- 
tions were  good. 

Dr.  H.  L.  Bowker  had  four  members  of  his 
family  who  patronize  the  cars  and  they  have 
good  accommodations. 

Mr.  Charles  0.  Crane  said  he  considered  that 
the  South  Boston  railroad  already  furnished 
reasonable  accommodation  to  th,e  people  of 
South  Boston.  He  had  heard  some  complaint 
during  the  last  three  or  four  years  that  the  cars 
were  crowded  at  morning  and  night,  but  lie 
thought  that  the  same  complaint  was  made  in 
regard  to  accommodations  furnished  by  every 
horse  railroad  in  Boston. 

Mr.  Edward  Wheeler  said  he  was  obliged  to 
use  the  cars  of  the  South  Boston  railroad  several 
times  every  day  between  his  residence  in  India 
square  and  his  place  of  business  in  the  city.    He 
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had  always  been  able  to  get  a  seat  in  the  horse 
ears  when  he  desired  it,  although  he  didn't 
usually  care  about  sitting  down.  He  always 
found  the  condition  of  the  ears  very  comforta- 
ble. 

Mr.  Gallagher  in  closing  the  case  for  the  re- 
monstrants said  that  there  were  many  other 
witnesses  whom  he  might  have  called  upon, 
but  their  testimony  would  be  in  the  nature  of 
cumulative  evidence,  and  he  didn't  care  about 
taking  up  any  more  of  the  time  of  the  Board 
than  was  necessary.  It  is  a  very  common 
thing  for  people  in  one  section  of  the  city  to  ask 
a  horse  railroad  that  is  chartered  to  accommo- 
date them  to  get  extensions  on  other  lines,  and 
to  ask  for  extensions  towards  the  centre  of  the 
city  where  people  want  most  to  be  accommodat- 
ed. But  it  is  a  very  unusual  and  unheard  of 
thing  for  a  horse  railroad  chartered  for  the  pur- 
pose of  accommodating  people  in  the  centre  of 
the  city  to  ask  to  invade  the  territory  of  another 
outside  corporation,  without  any  request  or  pe- 
tition in  their  behalf  from  the  people  whom 
they  are  chartered  to  accommodate  He  said 
there  was  not  the  slightest  particle  of  evidence 
presented  that  the  South  Boston  Railroad  lias 
not  accommodated  the  people  of  South  Boston. 
There  has  not  been  the  slightest  complaint 
made  on  that  score  until  the  difference  had 
arisen  between  the  South  Boston  road  and  its 
employees.  The  road  has  always  endeavored 
to  meet  every  expressed  wish  of  its  South  Bos- 
ton patrons,  and  in  every  case  where  it  has 
tailed  so  to  do  it  has  been  on  account  of  being 
met  by  the  opposition  of  the  Metropolitan  road 
at  every  point.  The  Metropolitan  railroad  lays 
great  stress  upon  the  desire  of  South  Boston 
people  as  expressed  by  petition,  but  he  had  rea- 
son to  believe  that  within  the  last  few  days  peti- 
tions have  been  circulated  among  school  children 
and  names  have  probably,  even  then,  been  dupli- 
cated to  a  large  extent.  The  responsible  citizens 
of  South  Boston,  he  felt  sure,  would  oppose  to 
the  utmost  any  attempt  of  the  Metropolitan 
railroad  to  come  into  South  Boston;  but  the 
names  on  the  petition  have  not  been  systemati- 
cally gathered,  the  people  circulating  them  had 
not  been  responsible  parties  in  all  cases,  and 
the  sentiments  expressed  were  not  the 
sentiments  of  the  majority  of  the  people  of  the 
peninsula.  Do  the  Metropolitan  railroad 
give  any  assurance  that  they  will  carry  people 
to  the  steamers,  in  the  summer,  for  rive  cents? 
The  peonle  of  the  Highlands  cannot  get  to  the 
boats  without  transferring,  and  what  reason  is 
there  to  believe  that  the  people  of  South  Boston 
will  be  treated  any  better?  If  the  Metropol- 
itan railroad  were  to  go  into  South  Boston,  it 
would  simply  mean  consolidation,  that  is  all. 
The  profits  which  are  now  sufficient  for  one  road 
would  not  be  sufficient  for  two,  and  the  result 
would  be  that  each  road  would  have  to  give 
poorer  accommodation  than  is  now  given  by  the 
South  Boston.  It  would  end  either  in  one  of 
the  roads  being  run  off  the  track,  leaving  mat- 
ters as  they  are  now,  or  in  consolidation,  and  the 
people  would  not  be  benefited  in  either  event. 
The  South  Boston  road  are  perfectly  willing, 
if  the  Board  of  Aldermen  will  grant  to  them 
the  right,  to  furnish  all  the  accommodations 
that  the  people  of  South  Boston  may  ask  for. 
They  are  willing  to  do  all  that  the  Metropol- 
itan would  promise,  and  ten  times  more;  but 
they  are  now  giving  all  the  accommodation  that 
they  are  allowed  to  give  under  their  charter. 

Mr.  McGeough,  in  his  closing  argument  in  be- 
half of  the  citizens' committee,  stated  that  he 
did  not  come  before  the  Board  of  Aldermen  rep- 
resenting any  corporation;  he  represented  the 
people  of  South  Boston.  As  far  as  be  could  un- 
derstand it  this  seemed  to  be  a  three-sided  con- 
troversy. There  is  a  fight,  in  the  first  place, 
between  the  Metropolitan  and  South  Boston 
railroads.  Personally  he  did  not  care  which 
road  was  victorious  as  he  had  no  interest  in 
either,  but  he  represented  a  third  party.  It  is  a 
common  saying  that  third  parties  don't  usually 
amount  to  much,  but  in  this  case  the  third 
party  is  superior  to  both  of  the  others  put  to- 
gether. That  third  party  is  the  people,  who 
have  most  urgent  claims  to  favorable  considera- 
tion at  the  hands  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
The  people  are  too  often  relegated  to  the  back- 
ground in  these  questions,  and  he  proposed  that 
they  should  have  their  rights.  We  have  heard 
nothing  but  "railroad"  for  the  past  five  or  six 
weeks.  Charges  of  fraud,  bribery,  conspiracy, 
and    corruption    have    been    rife,  land    there 


have  been  nice  questions  of  courtesy  as  between 
one  railroad  and  another  brought  up.  But  what 
do  the  people  want?  That  is  the  real  question. 
In  the  first  place  this  is  a  pure  matter  of  business. 
The  people  give  up  the  use  of  the  streets  to  the 
horse  railroads.  In  return  they  ask  that  they 
shall  have  proper  accommodation,  and  they 
have  a  right  to  demand  it.  Have  they  had  it? 
He  thought  thej  had  not,  and  as  a  result  of  that 
lack  of  accommodation,  which  nobody  could 
deny,  the  universal  sentiment  of  the  people  of 
South  Boston,  with  the  exception  of  afew  stock- 
holders ir,  the  South  Boston  railroad  and  their 
sympathizing  friends,  is  in  favor  ol  having  a 
competing  line.  They  do  not  care  what  road 
comes  there.  They  have  no  prejudices  in  favor 
of  the  Metropolitan.  In  fact,  so  far  as  he  him- 
self was  concerned,  he  would  prefer  to  have  the 
Consolidated  road  come  over  there,  but  they 
have  not  shown  any  desire  to  do  so,  and  the  peo- 
ple of  South  Boston  don't  feel  like  coming  to 
the  Board  of  Aldern  en  and  asking  them  to  send 
over  the  Consolidated  railroad.  The  Metropol- 
itan railroad  are  the  only  line  asking  for  the 
privilege,  and  consequently  they  have  to  take 
advantage  of  the  only  chance  offered.  The 
people  of  South  Boston  don't  want  their 
interests  sacrificed  to  depot  travel.  They 
are  a  working  people  in  the  main,  and 
their  object  is  to  get  to  and  from  their  homes 
in  as  direct  a  line  as  possible,  but  the  policy  of 
the  South  Boston  railroad  has  always  ueen  to 
spend  a  large  amount  of  time  in  dallying  about 
the  depots  and  on  Washington  street,  trying  to 
catch  the  short-trip  travel  m  the  centre  of  the 
city,  without  any  reference  at  all  to  the  interests 
of  the  people  they  are  chartered  to  serve.  There 
are  lines  which  the  South  Boston  road  could 
open  up,  if  they  desired,  which  would  he  for  the 
benefit  of  South  Boston  people,  but  they  have 
never  shown  a  disposition  to  do  so.  Perhaps  the 
South  Boston  road  have  petitioned  for  some  of 
these  locations,  but  he  was  sick  and  tired  of  peti- 
tions; accommodation  is  what  is  wanted.  The 
people  of  South  Boston  are  not  to  blame  for 
the  differences  between  the  South  Boston  rail- 
road and  its  employees,  and  the  people  ought 
not  to  suffer,  but  they  have  suffered  most  severe- 
ly, and  in  the  hardest  weather  that  has  been  ex- 
perienced for  months.  The  new  men  who  have 
taken  the  place  of  the  strikers  are  constantly 
making  mistakes.  One  of  theSoutli  Boston  cars 
had  recently  been  found  at  the  West  End. 
and  would  have  kept  on  if  a  policeman 
had  not  turned  it  back.  [Laughter.]  One  of 
their  cars  had  been  found,  late  one  evening, 
at  the  Highlands.  A  lady  had  asked  one  of  the 
conductors  if  he  would  leave  her  off  at  Dover 
street.  He  said  he  would,  and  when  she  had 
been  carried  all  over  the  central  part  of  the  city 
and  had  arrived  at  the  Old  South  Church  she 
began  to  think  there  was  some  mistake,  and 
asked  the  conductor  about  it.  He  answered: 
"Well,  by  gosh,  I  have  looked  at  every  street 
corner  to  see  the  name  of  Dover  street,  and  I 
haven't  found  it  yet."  [Laughter.]  That  is  a 
sample  of  some  of  the  stories  that  are  floating 
around  about  the  new  men,  and  there  is  a  good 
deal  of  truth  in  some  of  them.  The  meetings 
that  nave  *aken  place  in  South  Boston  show 
the  sentiment  of  the  people.  Dr.  Bowker  had 
said  that  they  were  only  addressed  by  politi- 
cians. He  himself  had  addressed  the  meeting, 
and  he  did  not  consider  that  he  was  any  more  of 
a  politician  than  Dr,  Bowker  was.  The  doctor 
has  held  about  every  office  that  he  himself  had. 
The  people  don't  care  whether  it  is  a  Philadel- 
phia syndicate  or  the  West  End  Land  Company 
that  furnish  the  accommodation  they  ask  for, 
oi' whether  it  is  simply  a  question  between  the 
Metropolitan  and  South  Boston  roads.  Give 
to  the  people  of  South  Boston  what  they  ask  for; 
that  is  all.    They  have  a  right  to  demand  it. 

In  closing  the  case  for  the  petitioners,  Mr. 
Richards  replied  to  the  charges  made  of  at- 
tempting to  invade  the  territory  of  the  South 
Boston  railroad,  and  said  that  company  earned 
its  dividends  from  business  done  on  the  Metro- 
politan tracks.  He  besought  the  members  of 
the  Board  to  look  to  the  best  interest  of  the 
city  and  of  South  Boston  people,  not  to  be  gov- 
erned by  narrow  views,  or  disturbed  by  the  con- 
flicts between  the  corporations.  Years  ago  the 
same  arguments  had  been  used  against  the 
Highland  road.  Public,  necessity  is  what  should 
govern  the  Board.  If  the  South  Boston  people 
ask  for  and  need  more  accommodation,  they 
should  have  it. 
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Aid.  Bromwich  presented  the  resolutions  of 
the  Citizens'  Association,  and  Aid.  Carroll 
presented  the  petitions  in  aid  of  the  Metropoli- 
tan. 

The  whole  subject  was  referred  back  to  the 
Committee  on  Railroads. 

THE  DELEA  CLAIM. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Executive  Department, 
City  Hall,  March  7,  1887. 
To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Gentlemen, — I  return  herewith,  without  my 
approval,  the  order  for  the  payment  of  $500  to 
Margaret  Delea. 

It  appears  upon  the  face  of  the  petition  and 
from  the  report  of  the  committee  that  the  peti- 
tioner has  no  legal  claim  against  the  city  The 
proposes  payment  must,  therefore,  he  regarded 
as  a  charitable  donation.  The  case  is  without 
question  one  that  appeals  to  public  sympathy, 
and  if  the  law  permitted  the  City  Council  to 
distribute  the  public  money  in  this  way  I  should 
be  glad  to  approve  an  order  in  aid  of  the  peti- 
tioner, though  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be 
better  in  this  and  every  case  to  give  relief  from 
time  to  time  as  it  might  be  needed  than  to  pay 
so  large  a  sum  of  money  at  one  time.  Experi- 
ence teaches  that  the  money  so  paid  in  excess  of 
present  needs  is  generally  wasted. 

It  appears  from  the  opinion  of  the  corporation 
counsel  that  the  order  if  passed  would  be  in- 
valid. 

The  report  of  the  committee  states  that  the  pe- 
titioner comes  to  the  city  for  relief  by  reason  of 
the  death  of  her  son  while  in  the  employ  of  the 
city.  That  is  the  ground  upon  which  the  appli- 
cation is  based  ;  and  the  committee  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  order  solely  on  the  ground 
that  her  claim  seemed  to  them  just  and  reasona- 
ble. 

Every  city  is  required  by  law  to  relieve  and 
support  all  poor  and  indigent  persons  lawfully 
settled  therein  whenever  they  stand  in  need 
thereof.  But  it  is  a  well-settled  rule  of  munici- 
pal government  that  those  who  stand  in  need  of 
relief  can  be  cared  for  at  the  public  expense 
only  through  the  agencies  established  by  law  for 
that  purpose.  The  City  Council  cannot  inter- 
vene and  by  its  order  direct  the  payment  of 
money,  for  the  sake  of  relieving  an  individual 
from  misfortune. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  opinion  of  the 
corporation  counsel  on  the  order. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 
Corporation  Counsel's  Office,  | 
Boston,  March  5,  1887.  I 

Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Sir, — In  my  opinion  the  City  Council  cannot 
authorize  the  payment  of  money  to  Margaret 
Delea,  as  proposed  by  the  order  which  you  have 
submitted  to  me.  There  is  no  suggestion  in  the 
case  from  any  quarter  that  the  petitioner  has. 
or  can  have,  any  legal  claim  against  the  city. 
The  order,  therefore,  intends  the  payment  of  a 
gratuity.  Its  passage  is  recommended  by  the 
committee  because,  even  though  there  be  no 
legal  claim,  it  seems  just  and  reasonable  to 
make  the  payment.  Our  .Supreme  Court  has  re- 
peatedly decided  that  cities  and  towns  cannot 
lawfully  vote  money  to  be  given  in  charity,  or 
for  gratuities  to  persons  whose  situation  may 
appeal  to  public  sympathy.  The  law  makes 
other  and  ample  provision  for  relief  in  such 
cases.  Very  respectfully. 

E.  P.  Nettleton, 

Corporation  Counsel. 

The  Chairman— What  is  the  pleasure  of  the 
Board? 

Mr.  Lee— I  do  not  desire,  sir,  to  take  up  the 
lime  of  the  Board  in  discussing  that  communi- 
cation from  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  but  I  do  say. 
sir,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  of 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  the  chairman,  that 
the  facts  as  presented  to  that  committee  war- 
ranted them,  sir,  in  offering  that  order.  It  is 
not,  sir,  through  sympathy  that  the  committee 
have  voted  to  pay  the  mother  of  John  Delea 
■S500,  but  the  facts,  sir,  are  these,  and  I  will  state 
them  briefly,  that  .John  Delea  was  employed  by 
the  city  of  Boston  in  the  "Water  Department,  and 
was  at  work  at  Ashland,  engaged  in  filling  a 
gravel  train  of  cars,  the  gravel  being  sent 
there  by  a  contractor,  and  in  charge  of 
those   men    was  an  agent  of  the  city  of   Bos- 


ton, an  employee  paid  by  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton. While  John  Delea,  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duties,  was  shovelling  gravel  from  a  car,  the 
foreman  in  charge,  the  agent  of  the  city,  gave 
orders  for  that  train  to  move,  and  John  Delea 
was  thrown  from  that  car,  and  the  wheels  pass- 
ing over  him,  killed  him.  the  only  support  of  an 
aged  mother,  instantly.  Those  facts  were  pre- 
sented to  your  committee,  and  I  would  say,  sir, 
that  the  committee  considered  the  matter  with 
all  the  merits  and  demerits  connected  with  it. 
Now,  sir,  in  my  opinion,  if  the  corporation 
counsel,  the  learned  attorney  of  the  city,  had 
examined  into  the  facts  he  would  not  have  sent 
a  communication  such  as  he  has,  and  I  am 
sorry  that  His  Honor  the  May  has  not  seen  fit 
to  sign  it.  I  do  not  desire  to  criticize,  but,  sir, 
without  any  feeling  of  disrespect,  I  will  say  that 
if  he,  sir,  had  known  the  fact  and  had  sat  upon 
that  committee  as  one  of  its  members  and 
heard  the  statements  of  the  witnesses 
and  of  that  poor  old  lady,  sixty  -  seven 
or  eight  years  old,  her  only  support  being 
this  son,  he  would  be  one  of  the  first  to  rise  in 
his  place  as  a  member  of  this  Board  or  a  mem- 
ber of  that  committee  and  say  that  she  was 
justly  entitled  to  it  on  the  facts  presented  and 
in  equity  and  law— not,  sir,  through  any  sympa- 
thy or  any  feeling  that  the  committee  might 
have.  I  trust  that  this  Board  will  stand  by  the 
Committee  on  Claims  and  pass  the  order,  not- 
withstanding the  opinion  of  the  corporation 
counsel  and  the  communication  from  His  Honor 
the  Mayor. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  had  the  honor,  sir,  to  be  a 
member  of  the  special  committee  appointed  by 
the  Common  Council  to  investigate  the  death  of 
Mr.  Delea  in  1885.  I  believe.  The  committee 
made  several  visits  to  Ashland  and  investi- 
gated the  matter  very  thoroughly,  and  came 
to  the  unanimous  conclusion  that  the 
agent  of  the  city  of  Boston  was  negli- 
gent, and  that  that  was  the  cause  of  this 
man  Delea 's  death.  The  foreman  of  the 
department  who  ordered  this  man  into  the  car 
ordered  the  car  started  ahead  without  any  no- 
tice whatever.  The  man  was  attending  to  his 
work  carefully  when  the  car  started  and  threw 
him  back  between  the  couplers,  and  the  car 
passed  over  his  body.  All  the  evidence  we  could 
get  went  to  show  that  the  foreman  was  the 
party  to  blame,  and  that  man  was  employed 
and  paid  by  the  city  of  Boston.  I  never  knew 
Delea  or  knew  his  mother— I  never  saw  either  of 
them ;  I  only  know  the  facts,  as  presented  before 
that  Committee,  and  I  believe  we  make  no  mis- 
take in  recommending  that  amount  to  be  paid. 
I  have  great  respect  for  any  communication  that 
may  come  from  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  and  I  cer- 
tainly have  great  respect  for  any  opinion  of  the 
corporation  counsel.  He  knows  the  law  far  bet- 
ter than  I  do,  but  this  is  a  case  where  my  con- 
science will  never  trouble  me  on  account  of 
voting  that  amount  to  that  old  lady. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  was  one  of  the  committee 
on  this  special  investigation  in  1885,  and  I  don't 
know  whether  the  Committee  on  Claims  had 
the  stenographer's  report  of  that  investigation 
before  them  or  not— 

Aid.  Carkoll— Yes,  sir,  they  did. 

Aid.  Bromwich— But  I  certainly  think  if  they 
will  read  that  closely  they  will  find  evidence 
enough  there  to  try  that  foreman  for  man- 
slaughter. The  only  thing  I  was  surprised  about 
was  that  the  sum  was  so  small,  for  just  as  cer- 
tain as  any  man  was  ever  injured  through  negli- 
gence, amounting'  to  gross  negligence,  that 
man  was  killed  through  negligence  at  Ash- 
mont.  There  is  no  doubt  about  it.  I  was 
surprised  to  see  so  mild  a  remonstrance  at  the 
end.  It  ought  to  have  been  more  severe,  and  I 
certainly  am  surprised  that  the  mayor  should  do 
as  he  has.  If  he  knew  how  the  committee  has 
investigated  this  matter  I  don't  think  he  would 
have  vetoed  the  order.  I  certainly  hope  that  it 
will  pass  over  his  veto. 

The  previous  action  of  the  Board  in  passing 
the  order  was  reconsidered,  and  the  Board  passed 
the  order  a  second  time,  the  veto  of  the  mayor 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,  yeas  11,  nays  0. 
Absent  or  not  voting,  Aid.  Allen.    Sent  dowii. 

executive  appointments. 

Communications  were  received  making  the 
folio  wing  appointments: 

Robert  E.Maguire,  to  be.  a  constable  forservice 
at  the  Superior  Civil  Court,  Fourth  Session. 

Richard  F.  Tohin,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Board 
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of  Fire  Commissioners  for  the  term   of  three 
years  from  the  first  Monday  in  May,  1887. 
Laid  over. 

VETO  OF  JAMES  AND  MATBUEY  CLAIM. 

The  following  was  received: 

Executive  Department,        \ 
City  Hall,  March  14, 1887.  J 
To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Aldermen. 

I  return  herewith  without  my  approval  the 
order  to  pay  to  Worthen  T.  James  and  James  H. 
Maybury  the  sum  of  $100,  because  as  I  am  ad- 
vised by  the  corporation  counsel,  whose  opinion 
is  submitted,  the  damage  to  the  petitioner's 
property  was  not  caused  by  any  act  or  neglect 
for  which  the  city  is  responsible. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  payment  of  money 
from  the  city  treasury  for  accidental  damages 
cannot  be  rightly  made  unless  the  city  is  legally 
liable  therefor.  A  steady  adherence  to  this  rule 
is  the  only  safeguard  against  the  numerous 
claims  of  this  nature  which  are  being  constantly 
urged  upon  the  city  government. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 
Office  of  the  Corporation  Counsel,  ) 
2  Pemberton  Square, 

Boston,  March  10,  1887. ) 
Hon.  Hngh  O'Brien.  Mayor. 

Sir,— At  your  request  I  have  considered  the 
petition  of  James  and  Maybury  to  be  paid  for 
injuries  to  their  horse  and  wagon,  caused,  so 
they  allege,  by  being  run  into  by  steam  tire  en- 
gine No.  15,  and,  assuming  the  facts  to  be  as 
stated,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  city  is  not 
liable. 

The  law  applicable  to  this  case  is  stated  by 
Mr.  Justice  Gray  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  an 
action  against  the  city,  based,  like  the  present 
petition,  upon  alleged  negligence  of  a  member 
of  the  Boston  Fire  Department,  in  these  words  : 
"In  the  absence  of  express  statute,  municipal 
corporations  are  no  more  liable  to  actions  for  in- 
juries occasioned  by  negligence  in  using  or 
keeping  in  repair  the  tire  engines  owned 
by  them  than  in  the  case  of  a  town  house 
or  a  public  way.  It  makes  no  difference 
whether  the  Legislature  itself  prescribes  the 
duties  of  the  officers  charged  with  the  repair 
and  management  of  tire  engines,  or  delegates  to 
the  city  or  town  the  definition  of  these  duties 
by  ordinance  or  bylaw.  However  appointed  or 
elected,  such  persons  are  public  officers  who 
perform  duties  imposed  by  law  for  the  benefit 
of  all  the  citizens,  the  performance  of  which 
the  city  or  town  has  no  control  over,  and  derives 
no  benefit  from,  in  its  corporate  capacity.  The 
acts  of  such  public  officers  are  their  own  official 
acts,  and  not  the  acts  of  the  municipal  corpora- 
tion or  its  agents.  The  fire  wards,  engineers,  and 
other  similar  officers  are  not  the  servants  or 
agents  of  the  city  or  town,  but  are  public  officers 
for  whose  acts,  in  their  official  capacity,  the  city, 
or  town,  or  fire  district  is  not  made  responsible, 
except  in  the  single  case  of  the  pulling  down  of 
a  building  to  prevent  the  spreading  of  a  fire. 
Nor  is  it  material  that  in  the  city  of  Boston  a 
fire  department  has  been  established,  and  is 
regulated  under  a  special  statute,  accepted  by 
the  City  Council.  The  engineers  and  members 
of  that  department  are  no  less  public  officers, 
and  no  more  agents  of  the  city  than  fire  wards 
and  similar  officers  under  the  general  statutes." 
Respectfully  submitted, 
E.  P.  Nettleton, 

Corporation  Counsel. 

The  passage  of  the  order  was  reconsidered. 

Aid.  Carroll— That  the  members  of  the 
Board  may  understand  this  particular  case,  I 
would  like  to  give  them  the  evidence  that  was 
presented  to  the  committee.  This  is  a  case 
where  a  man  and  his  team,  while  going  along 
the  streets  of  Boston,  were  run  into  by  a  team 
going  to  the  fire,  through  no  neglect  of  his  so 
far  as  the  evidence  which  has  been  presented  to 
the  committee  shows.  His  horse  was  killed,  but 
because  the  engine  was  on  the  street,  the  city 
cannot  be  held  responsible,  Ion  account  of  some 
technicality  of  the  law.  The  gentleman  who  col- 
lects the  evidence  for  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
in  all  cases  against  the  city,  a  detective  officer 
who  is  a  very  sagacious  man  in  finding  evidence, 
testified  that  all  the  facts  went  to  show  that  the 
man's  horse  was  killed  through  no  neglect  of  his 
own,  and  that  fact  was  admitted  on  all  sides— 
and  still  they  say  we  have  no  right  to  pay  him 
anything.    As  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 


Claims,  I  believe  that  as  a  matter  of  equity 
and  common  justice,  a  man  who  has  had  his 
horse  killed,  through  no  neglect  of  his  own, 
ought  to  receive  some  compensation  from  the 
city  for  the  damage  inflicted  upon  him.  It 
was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  members  of 
the  Committee  on  Claims  that  he  should  re- 
ceive some  compensation,  and  we  therefore 
'•ecommended  the  passage  of  this  order.  As  you 
will  notice,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  given  a  large 
number  of  petitioners  leave  to  withdraw,  but 
where  a  case  is  so  simple  and  plain  as  a  matter  of 
equity  and  justice  it  seems  to  me  the  committee 
ought  to  be  upheld  in  the  verdict  which  they 
have  rendered. 

Aid.  Haynes— A  great  many  cases  come  to  us 
in  which  the  city  is  not  technically  liable. 
There  are  many  cases  in  which  we  award  dam- 
ages which  come  to  us  after  they  have  been  in 
court,  and  have  come  at  the  suggestion  of  the 
Law  Department  of  the  city,  saying  that  they 
can  settle  for  so  much  and  advising  us  that,  al- 
though in  their  opinion  the  city  is  not  liable,  we 
had  better  settle  the  case,  and  we  have  done 
so.  This  is  a  case  which  was  presented  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims  this  year.  The  man's 
wagon  was  stuck  on  Harrison  avenue ;  he  could 
not  get  out  of  the  wagon  and  the  fire  engine 
smashed  over  him  and  killed  his  horse  and  dis- 
abled him  for  business.  The  demands  of  the 
parties  were  very  moderate.  The  committee 
looked  the  matter  over  as  to  the  possible  lia- 
bility of  the  city  on  account  of  this  fire  engine 
running  to  the  fire.  I  understood  that  the  city 
was  not  legally  liable,  but  it  was  an  accident, 
and  the  committee  concluded  that  it  was  a  claim 
similar  to  numerous  others  which  had  been  in 
court  and  could  be  settled  for  a  few  hundred 
dollars.  The  cities  have  settled  it  for  less  than 
the  attorneys  have  settled  similar  claims  for. 
We  thought  it  was  an  honest  claim  and  that  we 
should  take  the  responsibility  of  recommending 
its  payment.    I  hope  we  shall  pay  it. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— It  seems  to  me  a  very  seri- 
ous question  to  pass  an  order  of  this  kind 
over  the  mayor's  veto,  and  also  in  op- 
position to  the  opinion  of  the  corpor- 
ation counsel.  I  believe  that  that  office 
was  established  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
law  points  to  the  City  Council.  His  opinion 
seems  to  be  pretty  strongly  that  tne  city  has  no 
authority  to  pay  that  claim.  While  I  have  no 
question  that  the  damage  was  f<  r  the  amount 
named  in  the  order,  it  seems  to  me  we  will  be 
establishing  a  bad  precedent  to  use  the  city's 
money  in  this  way,  and  that  any  taxpayer  would 
have  the  right  to  put  an  injuiicion  upon  the  city 
to  prevent  the  money  from  being  paid.  Al- 
though it  may  be  a  hardship  to  this  individual, 
I  think  it  important  that  so  bad  a  precedent 
should  not  be  established.  I  hope  the  order  will 
not  be  passed,  and  I  move  to  lay  it  on   the  table. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost. 

The  order  was  passed,  the  veto  of  the  mayor 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding;  yeas  0.  nays  1: 

Yeas — Aid.  Capen,  Carroll,  Donovan,  Lee.  Ma- 
guire,  McLaughlin,  N.  G.  Smith,  Sullivan— 9. 

Nays,  Aid.  C.  W.  Smith. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Aid.  Allen,  Bromwich 
— 2. 

SOUTH  BOSTON  RAILROAD. 

14.  On  motion  of  Aid.  Bromwich  it  was  voted  to 
assign  to  the  next  meeting  the  hearing  for  5  P.M. 
today  on  petition  of  the  South  Boston  Railroad 
Company  for  locations  in  certain  streets  in  South 
Boston. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  A rmories— Company  D, 
Ninth  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  for  an  appropriation 
of  $1500  for  repairs  and  furnishing  of  their  ar- 
mory.corner  Bunker  Hill  and  Lexington  streets, 
Charlestown. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police  (Aid.) — Charles  F. 
Curtis,  for  compensation  for  loss  of  fowls  killed 
by  dogs  Feb.  27,  1887. 

Robert  Cook,  to  be  paid  $11  for  fowls  killed  by 
a  dog. 

Thomas  W.  Seavems,  to  be  paid  $22  for  fowls 
killed  by  a  dog  on  Saturday,  Feb.  26,  1887. 

Miss  Ellen  C.  Clark,  for  compensation  for  the 
loss  of  fowls  killed  by  a  dog  Feb.  29, 1887. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings— He- 
quest  of  School  Committee,  for  accommodations 
in  the  Charlestown  High  Sehoolhouse  for  a 
master's  room  and  a  library. 

Request  of  School  Committee,  that  slate 
troughs  with  proper  partitions  be  substituted 
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for  the  unbroken  troughs  at  the  Eliot  School- 
house. 

To  tlie  Committee  on  Paving  (Aid.)— Philip 
Sowden,  Jr.,  for  leave  to  sprinkle  all  the  streets 
in  South  Boston  except  Granite  street. 

A.  Knowlton,  for  edgestones  and  brick  side- 
walk No.  230  Huntington  avenue. 

M.  E.  Stanton,  for  license  to  sprinkle  certain 
streets  in  the  city  proper. 

Orsamus  Nute.  for  a  license  to  sprinkle  certain 
streets  in  the  city  proper. 

William  H.  Quigley,  for  leave  to  sprinkle  cer- 
tain streets. 

John  Trainer  and  others,  that  Foundry  street 
be  paved  with  small  granite  blocks. 

Edward  Daly  and  others,  for  plank  sidewalk 
on  Washington  street,  Ward  23. 

Augustus  Devine.  for  a  license  to  water  cer- 
tain streets  in  Charlestown. 

S.  Q.  &  J.  M.  Currier,  for  brick  sidewalk  at 
Nos.  19-27  Purchase  street. 

A.  S.  Potter,  for  brick  sidewalk  Nos.  165-1G7 
Huntington  avenue. 

Smith  W.  Cofran,  for  brick  sidewalk  60,  08  and 
70  Green  street,  Jamaica  Plain. 

Mary  O.  Adams,  for  edgestones  on  Gloucester 
street. 

Heirs  W.  R.  Frost,  to  excavate  and  set  pole- 
hole  in  sidewalk  in  front  of  17  Hanover  street. 

Eusteria  Brown,  for  abatement  of  assessment 
for  edgestone,  485  Washington  street. 

Daniel  Clark,  for  leave  to  water  certain 
streets. 

Aaron  A.  Hall,  for  license  to  sprinkle  certain 
streets  in  Roxbury  and  Dorchester. 

Thomas  Gallagher  and  others,  that  the  exist- 
ing sewer  in  Saratoga  street,  between  Prescott 
and  Shelby  streets,  be  extended  about  250  feet. 

Joseph  B.  and  Albert  Glover,  to  excavate  un- 
der sidewalk  and  construct  a  coal-hole  at  6G 
Boylston  street. 

Peter  Graffam,  to  place  10  coal-holes  on  side- 
walk in  front  of  estates  93  to  113  inclusive,  on 
Falmouth  street. 

Proctor  Bros,  and  Billings,  for  license  to 
sprinkle  certain  streets  in  city  proper. 

Adoniram  Curtis,  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  in 
the  city  proper. 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Common — Andrew 
Cassidy,  for  removal  of  trees  obstructing  en- 
trance to  Bolster  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses— George  A. 
Colman,  for  leave  to  run  a  passenger  barge  be- 
tween Bowdoin  square  an/"'  the  harbor  boats,  via 
Court,  State  and  Broad  streets  and  Atlantic  ave- 
nue, the  rate  of  fare  not  to  exceed  10  cents  per 
passenger  each  way. 

To  the  Committee  on  Department  for  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings  (AM.)—R.  H.  Smith,  for  leave 
to  project  an  umbrella  sign  in  front  of  No.  2 
Chardon  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Electric  Wires— -New 
England  Telegraph  and  Telephone  Company,  to 
erect  one  pole  on  Kingston  street  between  Essex 
and  Bedford  streets. 

Brush  Electric  Lighting  Company,  to  place  two 
poles  on  Lincoln  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps— O.  M.  Went- 
worth  and  others,  for  an  electric  light  on  West- 
land  avenue. 

Edward  Dalv  and  others,  for  lamps  on  Wash- 
ington street,  Ward  23. 

Benovolent  Fraternity  of  Churches  in  Boston, 
for  removal  of  a  light  on  Parmenter  street  with 
privilege  of  placing  a  larger  lantern  in  place  of 
same  with  an  inscription  thereon. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims— John  Felt  Os- 
good, for  damages  to  land  on  Circuit  street  by 
building  of  stable  maintained  by  the  city. 

Mary  McMahon,  for  refunding  of  license  fee 
paid  for  a  liquor  license  granted  to  her  son  John, 
deceased. 

William  J.  Corbett,  that  he  may  be  paid  the 
balance  of  amount  teceived  for  tax  on  estate  33 
Jenkins  street.  South  Boston,  in  excess  of  the 
amount  due  the  city. 

Charles  T.  Brooks,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
ages done  to  his  property  by  the  building  of  a 
dam, 

C.  T.  S.  Townsend.  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries to  horse,  buggy  and  harness. 

Catherine  Hart,  for  a  re-hearing  on  her  peti- 
tion for  compensation  for  personal  injuries  re- 
ceived by  reason  of  an  alleged  defect  in  Com- 
mercial street,  Dorchester,  Feb.  3,  1886. 

Peter  J.  Hughes,  for  compensation  amounting 
to  1302  for  labor  and  materials,  being  for  extra 
work  on  engine  house  on  Boylston  street. 


Peter  J.  Hughes,  for  compensation  for  personal 
injuries  by  reason  of  an  alleged  defect  on  Cam- 
bridge street,  Ward  9. 

James  P.  Dvvyer,  for  compensation  for  injury 
to  his  horse  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Co- 
lumbus avenue,  Feb.  7,  1887. 

William  Garrity,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
ages to  his  estate  caused  by  changing  the  grade 
of  the  street. 

Perkins  Norton,  for  damages  for  injuries  re- 
ceived through  the  alleged  negligence  of  the 
city's  agents  on  Warren  bridge,  Nov.  15,  18S6. 

George  W.  Cook,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  Jan.  4,  1887,  by  reasen  of  an  alleged  de- 
fect in  the  sidewalk  of  Waltham  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines — John 
Becker,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler  of  four- 
horse  power  for  vulcanizing  rubber  at  50  Hart- 
ford street. 

Haffenreffer  &  Co.,  to  locate  and  use  steam 
boiler  for  motive  power  on  Bismarck  street, 
rear  of,  near  Germania  street,  Ward  23. 

To  the  Committee  on  Appropriations— Ambu- 
lance Corps,  Second  Brigade,  M.  V.  M..  for  an 
appropriarion  for  an  armory  and  for  heating 
and  lighting  the  same. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  (Aid.)— Brice  S. 
Evans,  to  occupy  a  new  iron  building  for  five 
horses  on  Camden  street,  Ward  19. 

William  Peard,  to  occupy  a  new  wooden  build- 
for  four  horses  on  Seventh  street,  Ward  13. 

J.  D.  Packard  &  Sons,  to  occupy  an  old  wooden 
building  for  six  additional  horses  on  Brighton 
avenue.  Ward  25. 

Andrew  A.  Meyer,  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
building  for  three  horses  on  Folsom  street, 
Ward  23. 

Lorenze  Stockinger,  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
building  for  one  horse  on  Chestnut  avenue,  Jam- 
aica Plain,  Ward  23. 

Thomas  Connelly,  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
building  for  three  horses  and  a  cow  on  Washing- 
ton street,  Ward  24. 

Tileston  Bros.,  to  occupy  a  new  wooden  build- 
ing for  four  additional  horses  on  Centre  street, 
opposite  Church  street,  Ward  23. 

George  P.  Sewall,  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
building  lor  four  horses  on  Columbia  street, 
Dorchester,  Ward  24. 

S.  S.  Putnam,  Jr.,  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
building  for  one  horse  on  Neponset  avenue, 
between  Tolman  and  Commercial  streets,  Ward 
24. 

Jaazaniah  G.  Paine,  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
building  for  one  horse  on  Puritan  avenue, 
Dorchester,  off  Richfield  street,  Ward  24. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers — Martha  H.  Foss 
and  others,  that  a  sewer  may  be  laid  in  Harvard 
street.  Ward  24. 

Mary  Leeds  and  others,  for  compensation  for 
land  taken  for  sewer  in  Dorchester  District. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands— Luther 
Pollard,  for  conveyance  to  him  ol  estate  former- 
ly numbered  09  Church  street,  now  numbered  87 
on  said  street. 

Joseph  Hubbard,  that  the  city  sell  him  a  par- 
cel of  land  at  the  corner  of  Tremont  and  Heath 
streets,  containing  about  187,500  square  feet. 

To  the  Committee  on  .  I  rmories— H.  T.  Rock- 
well, inspector-general  of  rifle  practice,  relative 
to  the  arrangements  for  compliance  with  the 
statutes  as  to  target  practice. 

To  the  Committee  on.  Streets— ~EA\ot  B.  Mavo 
and  others,  that  Thayer  street  he  laid  out  and 
accepted. 

To  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Ihdl— David  D. 
Shehan  and  others,  for  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall 
on  the  evening  of  March  28,  1887. 

To  the  Committee  on  Water— Robert  Treat 
Paine,  that  the  Water  Board  be  authorized  to 
lay  water  pipes  in  Holly  street,  so  called,  lead- 
ing southwardly  from  Kuggles  street,  below 
grade  18. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common— Communica- 
tion from  the  council  of  the  Boston  Society  of 
Natural  History,  in  aid  of  petition  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Horticultural  Society  tor  leave  to  erect 
a  building  on  the  Public  Garden. 

ORDER  OF  NOTICE  ON  PETITION. 

On  the  petition  of  Sewall  Day  Cordage  Com- 
pany, for  a  grade  crossing  on  Lincoln  street, 
Brighton.  An  order  of  notice  was  passed  for  a 
hearing  on  Monday,  April  4,  at  4  P.M. 

UNDERTAKERS. 

Aid.  Carroll  presented  a  petition  from  the 
Boston  Undertakers'  Union  that  all  business  re- 
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lating  to  the  issuance  of  burial  permits  be  trans- 
acted at  one  office,  and  that  such  business  be 
simplified. 

Referred  on  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll  to  a  joint 
special  committee,  consisting  of  the  Joint  Com- 
mittees on  City  Registrar's  and  Health  Depart- 
ments.   Sent  down. 


Aid  Lee  moved  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  Chair. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  moved  to  amend  so  as  to 
adjourn  to  tomorrow  at  4  P.M..  as  there  were 
important  matters  on  the  calendar. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  opposed  the  amendment  as 
that  time  was  assigned  for  a  conference  with  a 
committee  from  Cambridge  on  the  proposed 
new  bridge. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  thought  such  late  sessions 
are  productive  of  bad  legislation ;  he  changed 
the  time  to  7  P.M. 

Aid.  Sullivam  said  he  could  not  be  here  to- 
morrow. 

Aid.  Capen  desired  to  know  the  important 
matters  on  the  calendar. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  said,  perhaps  they  were  not 
so  important,  but  there  are  important  reports  to 
come  in. 

The  motion  of  Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  was  lost:  yeas 
3,  nays  9— Aid.  Allen,  Haynes  and  C.  W.  Smith 
voting  yea. 

It  was  voted  to  take  a  recess,  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  Chair, 

A  recess  was  taken  at  10.01  P.M.  and  the  Board 
was  called  to  order  at  10.42  P.M, 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

15.  Petition  Company  D,  Ninth  Regiment,  M. 
V.  M.,  for  an  appropriation  for  repairing  and 
furnishing  their  armory.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Armories. 

16.  Auditor's  monthly  exhibit,  March  1.  (Doc. 
42.) 

17.  Treasurer's  monthly  statement,  March  1. 
(Doc.  43.) 

18.  Twentieth  annual  report  of  city  engineer. 
Doc.  38.) 

Severally  placed  on  file. 

19.  Order  "that  the  superintendent  of  streets 
be  requested  to  consider  the  expediency  of  plac- 
ing the  laborers  in  his  department  upon  a  per- 
manent basis." 

Aid.  McLaughlin  called  attention  to  and  read 
the  report  of  the  superintendent  of  streets  on 
this  subject,  submitted  Feb.  17,  and  said:  No 
man  would  like  to  see  that  department  on  a 
permanent  basis  any  more  than  I  would.  Since 
the.  receipt  of  this  communication  I  have  spoken 
to  the  superintendent  of  streets,  who  says  it  is 
practically  impossible  to  put  the  employees  in 
his  department  on  a  permanent  basis. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  McLaughlin  the  order  was 
indefinitely  postponed. 

20.  Order,  that  the  Committee  on  Laying  Out 
and  Widening  Streets  report  to  the  City  Council 
what  action,  if  any,  has  been  taken  with  regard 
to  the  laying  out  and  widening  of  Ward  street. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

21.  Order,  that  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Department  for  the  Inspection  of  Buildings 
inquire  and  report  whether  or  not  the  provis- 
ions of  Section  8  of  Chapter  28  of  the  Revised 
Ordinances  of  1885,  as  amended  by  Chapter  25  of 
the  Ordinances  of  1886,  have  been  complied  with 
since  the  date  of  said  amending  ordinance ;  and, 
if  not,  why  not?    Passed  in  concurrence. 

22.  Report  of  Special  Committee  to  investigate 
charges  against  the  superintendent  of  bridges, 
"that  no  person  appeared  to  prefer  any  charges, 
and  no  evidence  was  presented  by  any  person  of 
any  mismanagement  of  the  Bridge  Depart- 
ment," and  asking  to  be  relieved  from  pursuing 
the  investigation  any  further.  Accepted  in  con- 
currence. 

23.  Report  and  order  of  Committee  on  Depart- 
ment for  the  Inspection  of  Buildings  authorizing 
permit  to  Francis  E.  Whitcomb  to  erect  a 
wooden  building,  in  excess  of  range  allowed,  on 
unnamed  street  near  Crescent  avenue,  Ward  4. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  inquired  why  the  law  is  set- 
aside  in  this  case. 

Aid.  Sullivan  explained  that  it  is  a  stable  on 
a  vacant  iot,  distant  from  other  houses  and  out- 
side the  building  limits.  The  permit  is  ap- 
proved by  the  inspector. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  and  the  chairman  corrobor- 
ated Aid.  Sullivan's  statement. 

The  order  was  passed  m  concurrence. 


24.  Report  and  order  (same  committee)  author- 
izing permit  to  Boston  Wharf  Co.  to  erect  a 
wooden  building,  in  excess  of  range  allowed,  in 
Congress-street  extension,  AVard  13.  Passed  in 
concurrence. 

25.  Report  and  order  of  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  authorizing  the  superintendent  of 
public  buildings  to  change  the  arrangement  of 
the  coal-bins  in  the  basement  of  the  Hyde 
schoolhouse. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question 
came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  want  to  inquire  why  it  is 
necessary,  in  order  for  the  superintendent  of 
public  buildings  to  change  the  location  of  coal- 
nins,  to  come  before  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to 
get  permission. 

The  Chairman— This  being  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  schoolhouses,  public  buildings, 
and  not  having  been  estimated  for  at  the  time 
the  appropriation  was  made,  requires  an  order 
of  the  City  Council. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

26.  Report  of  Committee  on  Ordinances,  no 
further  action  necessary,  on  an  order  to  report 
what  action  should  betaken  to  ensure  the  clear- 
ing of  snow  and  ice  from  the  schoolyards.  Ac- 
cepted in  concurrence. 

27.  Report  of  Joint  Committee  on  Streets,  in- 
expedient to  take  any  action  on  petition  of  John 
Quinlan  et  als.,  that  Sewall's  court,  Charles- 
town,  be  laid  out  as  a  public  way.  Accepted  in 
concurrence. 

28.  Report  and  order  of  Committee  on  Claims 
to  pay  David  N:  Skillings,  executor,  §3040.04,  on 
account  of  assessment  and  payment  of  better- 
ments on  lands  of  the  late  David  N.  Skillings, 
for  the  laying  out  of  the  Back-bay  Park. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  requested  an  explanation. 

Aid.  Lee  said  it  was  the  last  case  arising  out 
of  the  Back-bay  Park  betterments,  and  the  set- 
tlement is  recommended  by  the  city  solicitor. 
Some  years  ago  the  solicitor  was  authorized  to 
settle  for  50  cents  on  the  dollar,  and  this  is  for  60 
cents  on  the  dollar. 

The  Chairman  asked  what  specific  appropria- 
tion this  was  to  be  charged  to,  and  Ala  Lee  said 
he  did  not  know. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Bromwich,  further  consid- 
eration of  the  matter  was  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting. 

unfinished  business. 

29.  Ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Re- 
vised Ordinances,  being  to  increase  the  salaries 
of  the  registrars  of  voters  from  $2500  each  to 
$3000  each. 

Laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of  Aid.  N.  G. 
Smith,  who  desired  to  discuss  this  matter  in  con- 
nection with  other  proposed  increase  of  salaries 
Confirmations. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan.  Nos.  31  to  34  inclu- 
sive were  acted  on  together,  viz.: 

Nominations  of  the  mayor : 

30.  Weighers  of  Boilers  and  Heavy  Machinery 
—Edward  E.  Gustin,  Alexander  A. McGahey,  Jr., 
James  N.  Spear  an    Charles  H.  Shepley. 

31.  Weighers  of  Beef  —  Joel  W.  Bent,  Fred- 
erick L.  Dodge,  Alexander  A.  McGahey.  Jr., 
J.  Tilson  Morrill,  H.  E.  Mayo  and  Charles  H. 
Shepley. 

32.  Measurers  of  Grain— Aug.  W.  Burrill,  Pat- 
rick T.  Corcoran,  Cornelius  Cowhig,  Bernard 
Crorken,  Alexander  Douglas,  F.  W.  Dickinson, 
Alton  F.  Dow,  Michael  Finn,  Daniel  Hurley, 
Edward  A.  Kinney,  George  P.  Ray,  Henry  B. 
Sellon,  John  Savage.  Joseph  Sidwell,  Jr.,  Alfred 
J.  Sidwell,  Richard  Verling,  George  W.Wheelock 
and  Adolf  Young. 

33.  Inspectors  of  Bundled  Hay  and  Straw- 
Morton  Alden,  Israel  M.  Barnes,  Edwin  Y. 
Brown,  Charles  R.  Davis,  F.  W.  Dickinson, 
Patrick  Dunn,  Edward  F.  Reams,  Edward  A. 
Kinney,  Jasper  H.  Eaton,  Thomas  B.  Gammon, 
William  Lincoln,  Jairus  L.  Litchfield,  William 
A.  Treadwell,  Edward  A.  Thurston  and  Andrew 
N.  Wyeth,  Jr. 

34.  Measurers  of  Wood  and  Bark— Morton  Al- 
den, Henry  E.  Bowden,  J.  B.  L.  Bartlelt,  John 
H.  Brine,  Jeremiah  J.  Callahan,  Thomas  Cole- 
man, Jr.,  John  M.  Davis,  Thomas  J.  Elliot,  Al- 
fred A.  Hall.  Sidney  ( '.  Higgins,  Samuel  Hosea, 
Jr.,  Elmore  E.  Locke,  Charles  B.  Moseley,  J.  Til- 
son  Morrill,  Herbert  W.  Pike,  William  Seaver. 
John  W.  Wiggin. 

Committee— Aid.  Sullivan,  Bromwich. 
Whole  number  of  ballots  12:  yes  11,  no   1,  and 
the  appointments  were  declared  confirmed'. 
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REPORTS  OF  CITY   OFFICERS. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  superinten- 
dent of  streets  of  cost  of  sundry  edgestones  and 
sidewalks  in  sundry  streets.  Orders  were 
passed  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  one 
half  the  cost. 

Annual  report  of  superintendent  of  lamps 
(City  Doc.  49) ;  35th  annual  report  of  Trustees  of 
Public  Library  (City  Doc.  28) ;  annual  report  of 
superintendent  of  public  grounds  (City  Doc.  41). 
Se\eral)y  received  and  sent  down. 

REPORT  ON   PUBLIC  CEMETERIES. 

The  following  (City  Doc.  40)  was  received  ami 
sent  down : 
To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Council. 

The  order  of  the  City  Council,  under  which 
we  are  acting,  instructs  us  to  "investigate  ami 
report  upon  the  condition  and  cost  of  mainte- 
nance of  the  public  cemeteries  now  maintained 
by  the  city,  and  also  to  report  a  plan  for  some 
different  arrangement  by  which  the  city's  in- 
terest and  expense  may  be  limited  to  providing 
proper  facilities  for  the  burial  of  the  poor."  In 
pursuance  of  this  instruction  we  beg  leave  to 
submit  the  following  report : 

Mi.  Hope  Cemetery. 

The  principal  public  cemetery  of  the  city  is 
that  of  Mt.  Hope,  on  Walk-hill  street,  in  the 
West  Roxbury  District.  It  was  established  in 
1851  as  a  private  corporation.  In  1&57  it  was  pur- 
chased by  the  citv,  under  authority  conferred  by 
Statute  1849,  Chapter  15a  for  $35,000.  Its  area 
was  at  that  time  about  84  acres,  and  427  lots  had 
been  sold.  In  1868  an  additional  tract  was 
bought  for  814,000,  on  Walk-hill  and  Sargent 
streets,  and  is  commonly  called  the  Sargent 
purchase.  This  tract  is  about  20  acres  in  area ;  it 
adjoins  the  old  cemetery  on  the  north, 
and  is  enclosed  with  it.  In  1878-9  a  par- 
cel of  about  two  acres  on  Berry  street, 
at  the  extreme  westerly  limit  of  the  ceme- 
tery, was  bought  for  $4500;  and  with  this 
purchase  the  cemetery  reached  its  present  di- 
mensions of  10G  acres.  About  10  acres,  at  the 
western  end  of  the  cemetery,  are  set  apart  for 
the  burial  of  the  poor,  and  it  is  estimated  that 
enough  of  this  portion  remains  unoccupied  to 
last  for  several  years.  Of  the  remainder,  a  strip 
in  the  southerly  corner,  along  the  boundary  line 
of  Calvary  Cemetery  and  Back  street,  is  devoted 
to  single  graves,  and  the  rest  to  private  lots.  Of 
the  latter,  1049  have  been  sold,  1222  of  them  since 
the  city  took  possession  in  1857.  Of  the  availa- 
ble portion  of  the  cemetery— excluding  the  space 
occupied  by  avenues,  paths,  ponds,  rocky  and 
ornamental  grounds,  thickets  and  swamps, 
buildings,  greenhouses,  and  the  like— fully  one 
half  of  the  area  appears,  from  a  plan  prepared 
for  us  by  the  city  surveyor,  to  have  been  sold 
in  lots.  We  transmit  this  plan  herewith.  Be- 
tween 100  and  200  lots  are  prepared  and  un- 
sold. We  give,  in  Appendix  A,  a  table  show- 
ing the  appropriations  made  by  the  city,  the 
income  derived  from  the  cemetery,  and  the 
total  annual  expenditures  since  the  city  origin- 
ally acquired  its  title,  up  to  May  1,  188G.  The 
appropriations  for  the  current  financial  year 
have  been  thus  far  $14,000,  and  the  income  and 
expenditures  will,  apparently,  be  about  the 
same  as  in  recent  years.  The  gravel  bank,  pur- 
chased in  1882-3  for  $4500  for  use  in  filling  and 
grading  lots  and  avenues,  will  be  forfeited  un- 
less removed  before  December  of  this  year.  In 
the  third  column  of  the  table  we  give  the  por- 
tion of  the  total  income  derived  from  the  sale 
of  lots  and  graves,  which,  it  is  seen,  is  more 
than  half  of  the  whole.  The  remainder  has 
consisted  principally  of  receipts  for  digging 
graves,  care  of  lots,  use  of  receiving-tomb,  in- 
terest from  trust  funds,  and  other  minor  items. 
A  considerable  portion  of  this  so-called  "in- 
come" might  well  have  been  treated  as  capital, 
which  it  really  was.  and  have  been  invested  as 
an  accumulating  fund  for  the  general  main- 
tenance of  the  cemetery  when  all  its  land  should 
have  been  exhausted.  It  has,  however,  all  been 
expended  with  the  appropriations,— a  process 
which,  if  continued,  must  eventually  throw 
the  whole  expense  of  maintaining  the  cemetery 
upon  the  city  treasury.  From  a  business  point 
of  view  we  can  think  of  nothing  to  be  said 
in  defence  of  such  financial  management,  and 
an  immediate  change  of  some  kind  is  evidently 
called  for.  The  net  expense  to  the  city  has  aver- 
aged about  $15,000  annually,  and  it  is  evident 
that  if  this  policy  were  to  be  continued  this  sum 


must  in  the  future  increase,  as  the  remaining 
land  grows  less  and  the  area  of  lots  to  be  main- 
tained grows  greater.  As  the  city  also  pays, 
through  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  the  cost  of 
burying  the  poor,  the  problem  presented  to  us 
by  the  order  of  the  City  Council  is  to  devise  a 
plan  by  which  this  annual  appropriation  of 
about  $15,000  may  be  done  away  with  hereafter. 

Two  ways  of  bringing  about  this  result  present 
themselves.  One  is  to  simply  discontinue  the 
annual  appropriation  altogether,  and  require 
the  trustees  to  bring  their  expenditures  within 
the  income  derivable  from  the  cemetery  itself, 
and  so  far  within  that  income  that  such  a  fund 
as  we  have  mentioned  can  be  gradually  accumu- 
lated. In  other  words,  to  treat  a  part  of  the  in- 
come, which  now  averages  about  $20,000  an- 
nually, as  principal,  and  maintain  the  cemetery 
on  the  balance. 

We  believe  we  may  dismiss  thi  plan  very 
briefly,  for  the  reason  that  there  is  nothing  in 
the  history  of  the  cemetery  up  to  the  present 
time  which  affords  the  slightest  encouragement 
to  believe  that  it  is  practicable,  and  the  trustees 
themselves  do  not  seem  to  think  it  can  be  done. 
Its  successful  accomplishment  would  call  for  a 
more  radical  reform,  and  a  more  complete  and 
abrupt  change  of  financial  policy  on  the  part  of 
the  Board  than  we  feel  warranted  in  anticipa- 
ting. 

The  other  way  is  to  hand  the  cemetery  over 
to  the  lotowners,  to  manage  as  a  private  cor- 
poration at  their  own  expense,  without  any  aid 
from  the  city. 

If  the  lotowners  themselves  are  sufficiently 
confident  of  their  ability  to  make  the  cemetery 
self-sustaining  to  take  it  off  the  city's  hands,  we 
see  no  reason  why  they  should  not  be  allowed  to 
do  so.  Beside  the  financial  saving  of  about  $15,- 
000  annually  to  the  city,  which  is  not  an  incon- 
siderable item,  being  the  tax  paid  by  about  a 
million  and  a  quarter  of  property,  we  believe 
the  change  would  be  a  g/ain  from  the  point 
of  view  of  good  municipal  administration. 
The  constantly  widening  field  of  municipal 
machinery  as  the  city  grows,  and  the  difficulty 
of  securing  in  all  its  branches  thoroughly  effi- 
cient and  economical  service,  make  it  desirable 
to  do  away  with  unnecessary  boards,  even  when 
they  serve  without  pay,  The  appointing  power 
is  likely  always  to  tinil  it  difficult  enough  to' ob- 
tain suitable  men  for  the  indispensable  offices 
without  having  to  till  superfluous  ones.  The 
general  discredit  liable  to  be  brought  upon  the 
whole  municipal  system  by  even  petty  misman- 
agement in  some  minor  department,  and  the  in- 
justice thus  indirectly  done  in  the  public  esti- 
mation to  many  officers  and  boards  of  unblem- 
ished character  who  administer  faultlessly  the 
important  trusts  committed  to  them,  are  also 
strong  reasons  for  abolishing  such  departments 
when  practicable,  whether  mismanagement  nas 
actually  taken  place  in  them  or  not. 

Experience  si  ows  that  the  suitable  burial  of 
the  (lead  may  safely  he  intrusted  to  private  cor- 
porations, and  that  the  results  are  satisfactory 
both  to  lotowners  and  to  the  public  generally. 
The  Forest  Hills  Cemetery,  which  was  originally 
a  public  cemetery,  but  was  transferred  by  the 
city  to  private  hands  in  18G8,  is  a  case  strongly  in 
point.  The  financial  management  of  such  cor- 
porations is  apt  to  be  more  businesslike  and 
economical  than  can  be  attained  even  in  the 
best  regulated  municipal  departments,  and  there 
is  generally  less  promiscuous  publicity  about  the 
regulation  of  the  grounds  to  disturb  the  feelings 
and  invade  the  privacy  of  persons  whose  rela- 
tives are  buried  there.  Lots  for  burial  are  pri- 
vate property,  and  should  naturally  be  under 
private  management  and  maintained  at  private 
expense,  as  much  as  pews  in  churches  and  other 
similar  property.  The  resources  of  the  taxpay- 
ers, and  the  skill  of  municipal  administrators 
are  sufficiently  drawn  upon  to  meet  well  the 
numerous  obligations  imposed  upon  the  city  by 
law,  without  seeking  other  burdens  or  retaining 
them  longer  than  necessary  where  they  already 
exist. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  the  city  should  con- 
tinue to  maintain  public  cemeteries,  because 
they  serve,  incidentally,  as  a  kind  of  park  or 
pleasure-ground  for  the  people.  We  think, 
however,  that  this  is  an  objection  to  them, 
rather  than  an  argument  in  their  favor;  that  it 
is  apt  to  breed  in  the  public  mind' a  disregard, 
or  at  least  a  forget! illness,  of  the  sacred  charac- 
ter that  belongs  to  the  burial-place  of  the  dead, 
which  is  rather  injurious  than  otherwise  to  the 
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public  morals ;  and  that  less,  rather  than  more, 
frequenting  of  cemeteries  as  mere  public  loiter- 
ing-places  or  idle  pleasure-grounds,  is  to  be  de- 
sired. This  feeling  appears  to  be  strongly  en- 
tertained by  many  of  the  lot-owners  of  Mt. 
Hope,  who  complain  of  the  frequency  with 
which,  during  the  summer  months,  some  parts 
of  the  cemetery  become  hardly  less  than  a 
picnic-ground1.  In  view,  also,  of  the  elaborate 
and  expensive  system  of  parks,  now  being  es- 
tablished in  all  quarters  of  the  city,  it  cannot  be 
said  that  there  is  any  need  of  maintaining  cem- 
eteries for  the  purpose  of  affording  public  pleas- 
ure-grounds, even  if  it  were  otherwise  a  desi- 
rable policy. 

The  large  investment  which  the  city  has  made 
in  this  cemetery— §55,097.36  for  the  purchase  of 
land,  and  §377,817.14  for  maintenance  (see  Ap- 
pendix A)— has  been  urged  as  a  reason  for  not 
giving  the  cemetery  to  the  lotowners.  But  this 
investment  was  not  made  with  any  view  to  a 
return  of  the  principal  to  the  city  treasury,  or  to 
the  receipt  from  it  of  a  net  income  applicable 
to  general  municipal  purposes.  The  land  is 
taken  out  of  the  market  when  occupied  by 
graves,  and  any  return  derived  from  it  above 
expenses  must  be  held,  by  legal  requirement, 
in  trust  for  its  future  maintenance.  The  money 
already  appropriated  from  the  city  treasury 
should  be  regarded  as  permanently  dedicated  to 
the  burial  of  the  dead — as  a  gift  to  the  lot- 
owners,  from  which  no  pecuniary  return  was 
expected  or  can  be  obtained.  The  question  now, 
therefore,  is  not  one  of  getting  back  any  of  the 
money  heretofore  expended,  but  of  stopping 
expenditure  for  the  future.  The  transfer  to  the 
lotowners  can  be  in  no  sense  regarded  as  a  pe- 
cuniary benefit  to  them,  for  however  successful 
their  management  may  be  they  can  derive  no 
personal  profit  from  it,  but  must  devote  all  re- 
ceipts to  the  maintenance  and  embellishment 
of  the  grounds.  The  immediate  effect  is  the 
imposing  of  a  bill  of  expense  upon  them ;  the 
ultimate  effect  can  only  be,  if  they  are  success- 
ful, a  burial-ground  which  will  be  a  credit  and 
ornament  to  the  city. 

It  is,  in  our  opinion,  unnecessary  now  to  dis- 
cuss any  further  than  we  have  done  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  past  policy  has  been  a  wise 
one  or  not,  and  whether  all  the  money  has  been 
judiciously  and  economically  expended  or  not. 
It  seems  clear  to  us  that  for  the  future,  at  least, 
no  public  consideration  whatever  calls  for  the 
further  maintenance  of  Mt.  Hope  as  a  public 
cemetery-  The  lotowners,  as  a  body,  are  likely 
to  take  a  warmer  and  more  personal  interest 
than  municipal  officers  in  its  orderly  and  decent 
management,  and  it  is  peculiarly  appropriate 
that  the  cemetery  should  be  in  their  hands  if 
they  so  desire. 

The  lot  owners  seem  anxious  to  take  the  ceme- 
tery, and  three  years  ago  attempted  to  get  leg- 
islation transferring  it  their  to  control,  but  upon 
terms  so  unfair  to  the  city  that  the  project  was' 
very  properly  defeated.  The  plan  then  propos- 
ed provided  for  a  joint  management  in  which 
the  lotowners  should  have  a  controlling  voice, 
and  the  city  should  practically  pay  all  the  ex- 
penses. Now  they  appear  willing  to  assume 
the  entire  expense.  Meetings  of  lotowners  have  ' 
been  held,  and  a  committee  appointed,  with 
which  we  have  conferred ;  and  at  a  public  hear- 
ing which  we  gave,  and  which  was  extensively 
advertised,  and  largely  attended  by  lot  owners, 
there  was  no  dissenting  voice  upon  this  subject. 
Their  counsel  had  prepared  a  draft  of  a  bill 
embodying  their  proposition  with  such  pro- 
visions as  we  thought  necessary  in  the  city's  in- 
terest, and  we  print  it  as  Appendix  B 

We  have  asked  the  board  of  trustees  for  their 
views  upon  the  subject,  and  invited  them  to  ap- 
pear before  us.  The  president  and  one  member 
availed  themselves  of  the  invitation,  and,  after 
an  informal  discussion,  the  president  expressed 
the  opinion  that  the  transfer  would  be  a 
good  thing  for  the  city;  and  that,  as  a 
trustee,  he  should  favor  it  in  the  city's  interest. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  trustees,  however,  held  sub- 
sequently at  our  request  for  a  formal  expression 
of  their  views,  a  different  conclusion  appears  to 
have  been  reached,  and  a  communication  to 
that  effect  was  sent  to  us,  which  we  pvint  as 
Appendix  C.  We  regret  that  the  reasons  for  the 
board's  conclusion  are  not  more  fully  stated, 
that  we  might  weigh  them  and  see  whether 
they  would  affect  our  own  judgment  as  to  the 
city's  true  interests.  It  is  perhaps  natural  that 
the  trustees  should  "find  themselves  unable  to 
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perceive  that  a  more  wise  economy  would  be 
secured  by  the  suggested  change;"  but  if  the 
lotowners  do  perceive  it,  we  cannot  see  why  it 
is  not  for  the  city's  interest  to  profit  by  the  fact 
to  the  extent  of  saving  the  annual  appropria- 
tion. We  cannot  feel  the  force  of  the  trustees' 
opinion  that  "the  obligations  assumed  by  the 
city  towards  lotowners.  could  be  more  satis- 
factorily discharged  by  the  city  than  by 
any  private  corporation,"  when  the  lotown- 
ers themselves  desire,  with  apparent  unanimity 
and  with  great  earnestness,  to  assume  those 
obligations,  and  to  discharge  the  city  from  the 
some.  "The  large  amount  already  expended  on 
the  cemetery,"  we  have  already  spoken  of  as 
fully  as  we  care  to.  As  to  "the  value  of  the 
grounds  still  unused,"  to  which  the  trustees 
allude,  we  have  already  called  attention  to  the 
fact  that  fully  one  half  of  the  available  ground 
is  already  sold  in  lots.  The  remaining  land  is 
the  principal  source  of  future  income,  and  there- 
fore the  main  financial  inducement  for  the  lot- 
owners  to  take  possession. 

A  large  portion  of  the  Sargent  purchase,  how- 
ever, is  unavailable  for  burial  purposes,  and  yet 
has  a  substantial  market  value  for  other  uses. 
It  comprises  about  12  acres  lying  west  of  the  side 
entrance  on  Sargent  street,  and  we  have  ar- 
ranged with  the  committee  of  the  lot  owners 
and  their  counsel  that  if  the  transfer  takes 
place  this  tract  shall  be  retained  by  the  city  to 
je  used  or  sold  for  any  purpose  except  pauper 
burials.  This  was  the  most  advantageous  ar- 
rangement for  the  city  that  we  could  effect.  We 
endeavored  to  reserve  the  whole  Sargent  pur- 
chase; but  the  lotowners  would  not  agree  to 
this,  on  the  ground  that  it  broke  up  their  front 
line  on  Walk-hill  street,  from  Back  street  to 
Sargent  street,  and  cut  off  much  of  the  best  land 
remaining  for  lots. 

One  of  the  trustees,  Mr.  French,  who  has 
given  the  subject  much  careful  study,  and  who 
attended  the  public  hearing,  admitted  that  a 
private  corporation  could  manage  the  cemetery 
at  much  less  cost  than  the  city  had  done,  and 
did  not  think  that  there  was  any  immediate 
prospect  of  making  it  self-sustaining  under  mu- 
nicipal management.  He  recommended,  how- 
ever, that  the  city  should  make  considerably 
increased  appropriations  for  the  next  few  years 
for  the  purpose  of  laying  out  the  entire  unoccu- 
pied land  on  a  comprehensive  and  artistic  plan, 
expecting  that  the  sale  of  lots  would  be  thereby 
stimulated  and  the  prices  of  them  advanced, 
and  that  each  year  something  should  be  set 
aside  toward  such  a  fund  as  we  nave  just  spoken 
of. 

If  we  agreed  with  this  suggestion  it  would  be 
no  part  of  our  official  duty  to  make  a  recom- 
mendation to  that  effect,  as  the  order  we  act 
under  evidently  contemplates  a  plan  for 
the  cessation  of  expenses  instead  of  their 
increase   or    even    their   continuance    on     the 

S resent  scale.  But  we  are  unable  to  take 
Ir.  French's  view.  The  liberal  appropriations 
of  the  past  have  so  absolutely  failed  to  even 
start  the  cemetery  on  the  road  towards  becom- 
ing self-sustaining  that  we  cannot  reasonably 
anticipate  reaching  that  result  even  if  more  lib- 
eral ones  were  made  in  the  immediate  future. 
One  very  great  obstacle  is  the  evident  fact  tbat 
the  cemetery  has,  whether  justly  or  unjustly, 
acquired  a  somewhat  undesirable  reputation 
under  city  management,  and  we  think  that  fact 
would  stand  in  the  way  of  any  very  prosperous 
sale  of  lots,  in  spite  of  the  most  liberal  expendi- 
ture of  money  and  the  most  excellent  landscape 
gardening.  It  would  take  a  long  period  of  con- 
tinuous good  management  to  give  the  cemetery 
a  fair  fame  and  make  it  popular.  The  fact  that 
in  six  years,  under  private  management,  427  lots 
were  sold,  while  in  30  years,  under  municipal 
control,  only  1222  have  been  sold,  is  a  rather  sig- 
nificant fact  bearing  upon  this  point. 

The  transfer  to  private  hands  would  besides 
reducing  the  expenses,  in  our  opinion,  give  the 
cemetery  at  once  a  better  name,  attract  more 
purchasers  of  lots,  and  probably  enhance  the 
price  of  the  latter,  so  that,  in  the  course  of  time, 
the  very  improvements,  which  Mr.  French  sug- 
gests, might  be  made  by  the  new  corporation 
from  the  income  of  the  cemetery,  while,  under 
his  plan,  they  would  have  to  be  made  by  the 
city  at  the  expense  of  the  taxpayers.  We  base 
this  belief  largely  upon  the  fact  that  many  of 
the  present  lotowners  are  evidently  sensitive 
about  the  atmosphere  of  political  jobbery  and 
intrigue,  which,  rightly  or  wrongly,  has  gath- 
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ered  about  this  cemetery,  and  the  equally  well- 
known  fact  that  nothing  so  much  repels  persons 
intending  to  purchase  lots,  in  which  they  them- 
selves and  their  nearest  and  dearest  relatives 
will  some  time  be  buried,  as  the  mere  suspicion 
of  mismanagement  of  that  kind.  This  is  par- 
ticularly true  of  the  class  of  persons  possessing 
the  means  and  the  taste  which  would  lead 
them  to  pay  high  prices  lor  lots,  Mr.  French's 
ambition  to  make  the  cemetery  an  ornament  to 
the  city  is  a  worthy  and  honorable  one,  but 
we  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  our  decided 
conviction  that  it  is  quite  as  likely  to  be  brought 
about  by  the  lotowners  as  by  the  city,  and  the 
taxpayers  will,  in  that  case,  be  saved  the  ex- 
pense. 

In  accordance  with  the  above  views.we  recom- 
mend the  transfer  upon  the  terms  mentioned  as 
decidedly  for  the  city's  interest,  and  as  fair,  and 
apparently  acceptable,  to  the  lotowners. 

The  burial  of  the  poor  is  now  confined  to  Mt. 
Hope  Cemetery  and  to  the  portion  of  it  at  the 
westerly  end  set  aside  for  that  sole  purpose.  A 
provision  is  inserted  in  the  proposed  bill  by 
which  the  city's  poor  may  be  interred  there  as 
heretofore,  either  by  the  city  itself,  or  by  the 
new  corporation  upon  such  terms  of  remunera- 
tion as  shall  be  agreed  upon  between  the  cor- 
poration and  the  overseers  of  the  poor.  The 
transfer  will  thus  neither  curtail  the  city's  fa- 
cilities for  the  burial  of  the  poor,  nor  increase 
the  expense  of  the  same.  If  the  city  should  re- 
tain the  cemetery,  no  other  portion  would,  in 
any  event,  be  used  for  pauper  interments  out  of 
consideration  for  the  feelings  of  lotowners  and 
the  injurious  effect  upon  the  price  of  lots. 

Certain  lots  have  heen  sold  under  an  agree- 
ment for  perpetual  care,  the  city  agreeing  to  ap- 
ply the  income  derived  from  the  investment  of 
the  sum  paid  in  for  the  purpose  to  the  care  of 
the  ground  within  the  lot.  These  lots  number 
232  out  of  the  total  number  1649  sold.  The  fund 
thus  accumulated  amounted,  on  March  1,  1887,  to 
§22,645,  invested  in  city  bonds,  and  if  the  pro- 
posed transfer  is  made,  the  annual  income  of 
this  fund,  about  $1200,  will  be  paid  by  the  city  to 
the  new  corporation,  to  be  expended  by  the  lat- 
ter upon  the  care  of  the  particular  lots  entitled 
to  it.  The  principal  of  the  fund  will  probably 
have  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  city  until  the 
consent  of  all  the  owners  of  the  specific  lots  for 
which  it  is  established  can  be  obtained  to  its 
transfer  to  the  new  corporation  and  to  the  re- 
lease of  the  city  from  its  obligation  to  them. 

As  the  order  under  which  we  are  acting  was 
probably  passed  in  consequence  of  the  statement 
of  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  in  his  inaugural  ad- 
dress, that  "it  would  seem  prudent  to  try  to 
place  this  matter  in  the  hands  of  the  parties  in- 
terested, acting  as  a  private  corporation."  and 
his  suggestion  that  he  "be  allowed  to  appoint  an 
Unpaid  commission  to  consider  the  subject,  and 
to  report  a  plan  which  shall  be  fair  to  the  lot- 
holder,  and  yet  shall  relieve  the  city  treasury," 
we  presume  that  we  have,  ill  the  foregoing  re- 
marks, considered  and  reported  upon  the  prin- 
cipal subject  committed  to  ns.    The  terms  of  the 

order,  however,  are  broad  enough  to  cover  the 
other  public  cemeteries,  and  we  have  therefore 
given  them  such  attention  as  they  seem  to  re- 
quire. 

<  i  iinr  Grovi  i  '  mi  lory. 

The  only  public  burial-ground  owned  by  the 
eityin  which  interments  are  still  made  to  any 
considerable  extent  is  the  Cedar  Grove  Ceme- 
tery, on  Adams  street,  in  the  Dorchester  I  )istrict. 
It  was  established  by  the  town  of  Dorchester  in 
1868,  under  a  special  act,  St.  1868,  Chapter  68; 
but  no  interments  were  made  until  alter  an- 
nexation of  the  town  to  Boston,  in  1870.  Its 
area  is  about  40  acres,  of  which  about  17  are  un- 
improved and,  to  a  considerable  extent,  un- 
available. The  number  of  lots  sold  is  675. 
For  the  past  four  years  all  lots  have  been 
sold  with  agreement  for  perpetual  care,  and 
the  total  fund  accumulated  for  that  purpose 
was,  on  March  1,  1887,  §21,751.12.  We  .give,  in 
Appendix  1),  a  table  showing  the  annual  appro- 
priation, the  income,  and  the  total  expenditures 
•  >1  tin-  cemetery.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  annual 
appropriation  has  averaged  nearly  $6000  for  the 
past  ten  years.  We  consider  that  all  the  general 
reasons  which  we  have  given  in  favor  of  a  trans- 
fer of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery  to  the  lotowners 
apply  equally  in  the  case  of  Cedar  Grove, 
though  the  expense  to  be  saved  by  a 
transfer    is  not    so  large  in  this  case.     'I here 


has  been  no  discontent  among  lotowners,  as  in 
the  ease  of  Mt.  Hope,  and  no  organized  at- 
tempt to  get  the  cemetery  into  their  own  hands ; 
and  it  is  fair  to  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of 
the  cemetery  to  state  that,  so  far  as  we  have 
heard,  no  complaint  has  been  made  against 
their  management.  The  commissioners  are 
themselves  all  lotowners,  and,  therefore,  take  a 
greater  interest  in  the  cemetery  than  they  other- 
wise would.  After  one  or  two  conferences  with 
them,  however,  and  after  they  had  themselves 
had  an  opportunity  to  ascertain,  informally,  the 
sentiment  of  the  lotowners  generally,  it  ap- 
peared clear  that  the  latter  would  like  to  take 
the  cemetery  off  the  city's  hands.  At  the  public 
hearing  no  opposition  was  manifested,  and  we 
accordingly  recommend  the  transfer.  The  Com- 
missioners of  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery,  who  also 
appro  .  e  of  it,  have  prepared  a  bill  for  the  pur- 
pose. As  the  latter  is  lengthy,  and  is  almost 
identical  with  the  Forest  Hills  Act  (St.  1868, 
Chap.  57).  we  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  to  print 
it  with  this  report. 

Other  Public  Cemeteries. 

The  remaining  burial-grounds  of  the  city  are 
under  the  care  of  the  Board  of  Health.  With 
the  exception  of  the  Evergreen  and  Bennington- 
street  cemeteries,  they  are  practically  closed  to 
interments,  yield  no  income,  and  are  of  com- 
paratively slight  expense  to  the  citv. 

Evergreen  Cemetery  is  situated  in  the  Brigh- 
ton District,  on  South  street,  near  the  Chestnut- 
hill  reservoir.  It  was  established  by  the  town 
in  1850,  and  its  area  is  602,230  square  feet.  We 
give,  in  Appendix  E,  the  appropriations,  in- 
come, and  expenditure,  since  the  annexation  of 
Brighton.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  annual  ap- 
propriation has  for  some  years  been  $1500.  and 
the  receipts  about  $600.  As  the  latter  have 
fallen  off  the  appropriation  has  increased,  the 
total  expenditures  remaining  about  the  same,— 
a  liitle  over  $2000  annually.  The  perpetual-care 
fund  is  $800.  No  lotowners  have  come  forward 
offering  to  take  the  cemetery.and  even  if  they  bad 
we  should  advise  that  the  cemetery  be  retained 
by  the  city.  Under  the  Public  Statutes,  Chap.  82, 
Sect.  9,  the  city  is  bound  to  provide  at  least  one 
"suitable  place  for  the  interment  of  persons  dy- 
ing within  its  limits,"  and  Evergreen  Cemetery 
answers  that  requirement  well  and  at  slight 
cost.  A  very  considerable  space  in  the  north- 
westerly portion  of  this  cemetery  seems  to  be 
well  adapted  for  the  burial  of  the  poor,  and  the 
city  might  utilize  it  for  that  purpose  to  advan- 
tage after  the  remaining  ground  at  Mt.  Hope 
is  filled  up,  or  even  before  that  time  for  such  of 
the  poor  as  are  brought  from  the  parts  of  the 
city  which  are  nearer  to  Evergreen  than  to 
Mt.  Hope. 

The  remaining  cemeteries.  16  in  number,  are 
all  closed  for  burials,  and  the  expense  of  their 
maintenance  is  about  $4000  annually.  We  give, 
in  Appendix  F,  some  information  as  to  these 
cemeteries.  We  have  no  recommendation  to 
make  as  to  anv  of  them,  except  that  a  consider- 
able space  in  the  Benuington-street  Cemetery 
might  well  he  used  for  the  burial  of  the  poor. 
Respect  fully  submitted, 

Hknky  W.  Putnam, 
Charles  Haydkn, 
Alfred  (4.  Harlow, 
Commissioners  on  Public  Cemeteries. 

Boston,  March  7,  1887. 

WIDENING  OF  ESSEX   STREET. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  Street  Com- 
missioners in  answer  to  the  order  of  Feb.  28,  last, 
lhat  in  their  opinion  an  appropriation   of  #130,- 

000  would  be  required  to  pay  for  the  widening  of 
Essex  street  to  50  feet  from  Chauncy  street  to 

1  lincoln  street. 

Sent  down. 

WATER   METERS. 

The  following  was  received,  and  on  motion  of 
Aid.  McLaughlin  was  ordered  printed  and 
placed  on  tile: 

City  of  Boston,  City  Hall,   1 
Boston  Water  Board  Office,  [ 
March  14,  1887.     1 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

In  reply  to  the  order  ol  the  City  Council  re- 
questing information  on  certain  matters  relat- 
ing to  the  use  of  the  Tremont  meter,  we  re- 
spectfully report: 

That  the  use  of  the  Tremont  meter  does  not 
appear  to  us  to  have  boon  advantageous  to  the 
city. 


MARCH     14.      1887. 
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The  first  purchase  of  meters  from  the  Tremont 
Meter  Company  was  made  October,  1883;  the 
last  on  June  27,  1S85.  Within  that  period  4443 
meters  were  purchased  at  a  cost  of  $108,847.  The 
number  now  in  use  and  the  number  rejected  and 
otherwise  disposed  of  is  as  follows: 

Sow  in  service 1,039 

Taken  out  of  service  anil  on  hand 1,515 

Taken  out  of  service  and  returned  to  Tremont  Com- 
pany  1.366 

New  meters  on  hand 405 

Injured  and  sold  for  old  metal 112 

Lost  and  unaccounted  for 8 

4.445 

The  number  recorded  as  failing  to  meet  the 
bond  of  guaranty  for  12  months'  satisfactory 
service  is  1752.  As  heretofore  reported,  the  Tre- 
mont Company  have  set  up  a  claim  that  the 
guaranty  does  not  apply  to  the  larger  part  of  the 
meters  alleged  to  have  failed. 

The  amount  recorded  as  expended  by  the  De- 
partment for  Repairs  and  Exchanges,  chargea- 
ble to  the  Tremont  Meter  Company,  is  about 
$1000. 

The  amounts  expended  for  meters  from  June 
27, 1885,  to  March  1,  1887,  are  as  follows : 

300  Crown  meters 87,640  50 

75  Worthington  meters 3,070  68 

23  Union  meters 487  00 

32  American  Tool  and  Machine  Company 974  75 

4  Frost 246  13 

5  Thompson 134  00 

6Star 198  00 

445  912.751  06 

The  unexpended  balance  of  the  appropriation 
for  the  purchase  and  introduction  of  meters  is 
.$67,840.37.       Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  T.  Rockwell,  Chairman. 

STATE     BOARD    OF    ARBITRATION. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  State 
Board  of  Arbitration,  transmitting  a  copy  of 
i  heir  decision  upon  the  application  of  B.  C. 
Young  &  Co.  and  their  employees. 

Placed  on  file. 

OLD  FRANKLIX   SCHOOLHOUSE. 

Aid.  Allex  presented  the  following: 

City  of  Boston,  j 

Office  vv  Supt.  Public  Buildings.  \ 
March  14,  1887.        ) 
To  the  Honorable  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — In  answer  to  the  order  of  the 
City  Council,  approved  March  3,  viz.:  "That the 
superintendent  public  buildings  be  requested  to 
report  to  the  City  Council  what  disposition,  if 
any,  is  to  be  made  of  the  old  Franklin  school- 
bouse,  and  whether  that  building  cannot  be  used 
as  a  meeting  place  for  Grand  Army  Posts," 

I  will  state  that  I  find  on  consulting  the  city 
auditor,  that  an  order  was  passed  May  25, 
1877,  authorizing  the  sale  of  this  property, 
and  applying  the  proceeds  of  said  sale  to 
the  cancelling  of  the  debt  of  the  New 
English  High  and  Latin  Sehoolhouse.  Forty- 
one  thousand  dollars  (841,000)  of  said  bonds  fall- 
ing due  July  1st,  1887,  unless  provision  can  he 
made  otherwise  for  said  bonds,  the  building 
should  be  sold  this  spring. 

The  building  is  now  occupied  on  the  first  floor 
by  the  inspector  of  milk  and  vinegar,  and  as  a 
ward-room  for  Ward  16.  The  second  floor  is  now 
occupied  by  John  A.  Andrew  Post  15,  Grand 
Army,  at  a  nominal  rent  of  one  dollar  per  year. 
The  third  floor  was  occupied  Jan.  1,  of  the  pres- 
ent year,  by  the  Massachusetts  College  of  Phar- 
macy ;  it  is  now  vacant.  The  westerly  part  of 
the  lot  is  occupied  by  Ladder  Co.  No.  13,  which 
will  have  to  be  provided  for;  only  a  part  of  the 
lot  is  reserved. 

The  city  has  been  notified  to  give  up  John  A. 
Andrew  Hall,  now  used  as  an  armory  for  Com- 
pany E,  Ninth  Regiment,  and  I  learn  (though 
not  officially)  that  we  will  have  to  surrender  the 
rooms  in  Boylston  Hall.  Should  this  be  so, 
there  will  be  four  companies  of  infantry  to  be 
provided  for.  Should  this  location  prove  satis- 
factory, a  part  of  the  above-named  companies 
could  be  provided  for  in  this  building,  thereby 
saving  to  the  city  the  large  rents  now  paid.  The 
rent  paid  for  Boylston  Hall  is  $3200,  the  rent 
paid  for  John  A.  Andrew  is  $1000,  making  $4200 
in  all. 

Should  the  City  Council  elect  to  keep  the 
building  it  can  all  be  utilized  for  armories, 
should  the  State  authorities  approve  the  same, 


and  could  not  be  used  for  meetings  of  Grand 
Army  Posts. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

James  C.  Tucker, 
Superintendent  Public  Building, 
PerH. 
Referred,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Allen  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Armories. 

RAILROADS. 

Aid.  Capex  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Railroads: 

Report  and  order  of  notice  for  a  hearing  on 
Monday.  April  4th,  at  4  P.  M.,  on  the  petition  of 
the  Ocean  Terminal  railroad,  to  fix  the  route  of 
the  crossing  of  Chelsea  bridge  by  said  railroad 
and  to  authorize  the  crossing  of  said  bridge  by 
said  railroad  at  grade. 

Order  passed. 

The  Committee  on  Railroads,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  the  Suburban  Street 
Railway  Company  to  lay  and  maintain  tracks 
with  suitable  curves,  turnouts,  switches  and 
connections  in  the  city  of  Boston,  respectfully 
leport  that  they  have  given  the  matter  clue  con- 
sideration, and  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  ac- 
commodations at  present  furnished  to  the  public 
in  Tremont  street  are  wholly  insufficient,  and 
that  some  relief  must  be  furnished  therefore  to 
meet  the  growth  and  increase  of  the  city;  that 
Boston  is  largely  supported  by  the  business  en- 
terprise, industry  and  co-operation  of  persons 
who  reside  in  the  suburbs  and  outlying  wards, 
and  to  refuse  reasonable  accommodations  to 
readily  come  and  go  is  to  put  a  limit  upon  the 
growth  of  Boston  that  we  do  not  believe  its  citi- 
zens desire.  To  increase  the  number  of  street 
cars  in  Tremont  street  is  only  to  still  more  re- 
tard those  already  there.  We  therefore  regard 
that  some  further  outlet  is  a  public  convenience 
and  necessity,  and  believe  that  all  the  locations 
asked  for  bythe  petitioners  are  needed  and  should 
be  granted, but  since  the  hearing  before  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  we  have  learned  that  the  petition- 
ing corporation  proposes  to  apply  to  the  Legisla- 
ture for  leave  to  construct  a  tunnel  under  the 
Common  or  Beacon  hill,  which,  if  granted,  wi  1 
furnish  the  needed  accommodation  and  relief. 
We  therefore  recommend  that  all  of  the  loca- 
tions asked  for  be  granted,  and  that  the  loca- 
tions on  Park  street  and  on  Beacon  street,  be- 
tween Park  and  Charles  street,  be  held  in  abey- 
ance by  the  committee,  to  await  the  action  of 
the  Legislature  relating  to  the  authority  to  tun- 
nel, and  we  therefore  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  following  order. 

For  the  committee, 

Saml.  J.  Capex,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  hereby  granted 
to  the  association  for  the  formation  of  the  Su- 
burban Street  Railway  Company  to  lay  down 
tracks  of  the  railway  of  the  said  proposed 
company  in  the  streets  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, with  the  right  to  construct,  use 
and  maintain  a  double  track  and  suitable 
curves,  turnouts,  switches  and  connec- 
tions in  the  following-named  streets  in  the  city 
of  Boston:  Beginning  at  and  connecting  with 
the  tracks  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany at  the  intersection  of  Charles  and  Beacon 
streets,  in  said  city,  and  extending  through  said 
Beacon  street  to  Arlington  street.thenee  through 
Arlington  street  to  Marlboro  street,  thence 
through  Marlboro  street  to  its  intersection  with 
Clarendon  street,  and  there  to  connect  with  the 
tracks  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company. 

Also  beginning  at  and  connecting  with  the 
tracks  of  the  West  End  Street  Railway  Com- 
pany, as  located  at  the  intersection  of  Beacon 
street  and  Commonwealth  avenue,  in  said  city. 
and  extending  through  said  Commonwealth 
avenue  to  Essex  street,  and  there  connecting 
with  the  tracks  of  the  Cambridge  Railroad 
Company. 

Also  beginning  at  and  connecting  with  the 
tracks  of  the  West  End  Street  Railway  Com- 
pany, as  located  at  the  intersection  of  Beacon 
street  and  Brookline  avenue  in  said  city,  and 
extending  through  Brookline  avenue  to  the 
boundary  line  between  said  city  of  Boston  and 
the  town  of  Brookline,  where  said  boundary 
crosses  said  Brookline  avenue. 

Said  tracks  and  turnouts,  etc..  excepting  those 
belonging  to  the  other  companies  herein  men- 
tioned, being  shown  by  red  lines  on  a  plan  made 
by  J.  W.  Morrison,  dated  Feb.  25,  1887,  and  de- 
posited in  the  office  of  the  superintendent  of 
streets. 
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The  right  to  lay  down  the  tracks  located  by 
this  order  is  upon  the  condition  that  the  whole 
work  of  laying  the  same,  the  form  of  rail  to  be 
used,  and  the  kind  and  quality  of  material  used 
in  paving  said  tracks,  shall  be  under  the  direc- 
tion and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  superinten- 
dent of  streets,  and  shall  he  approved  by  him ; 
also  upon  condition  that  said  Suburban"  Street 
Railway  Company  shall  accept  this  order  of 
location,  and  shall  agree,  in  writing,  to  comply 
with  the  conditions  herein  contained,  and  shall 
tile  said  acceptance  and  agreement  with  the 
city  clerk  within  30  clays  from  the  passage  of 
this  order;  otherwise  it  shall  be  null  and  void. 

Aid.  Sullivan  moved  to  lay  on  the  table  and 
print.  Declared  lost.  Aid.  Sullivan  doubted  the 
vote  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  the 
motion  was  lost ;  yeas  3.  nays  9;  Aid.  Haynes,  C. 
W.  Smith  and  Sullivan  voting  yea. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  read. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  moved  to  assign  to  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Board. 

The  Chairman— That  will  come  upon  the  mo- 
tion to  suspend  the  rule.  By  defeating  the  mo- 
tion to  suspend  the  rule  the  order  will  lie  over. 
It  must  lie  over  unless  the  rule  is  suspended. 

Aid.  Lee  moved  that  the  rule  be  suspended  so 
that  the  order  might  be  put  upon  its  passage  at 
this  time. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  was  declared 
carried.  Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  doubted  the  vote  and 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  motion  to 
suspend  the  rule  was  carried ;  yeas  8,  navs  4 : 

Yeas— Aid.  Allen.  Broinwich,  Capen,  Carroll, 
Donovan,  Lee,  Maguire,  McLaughlin— 8. 

Nays— Aid.  Haynes,  C.  W.  Smith,  N.  G.  Smith, 
Sit  Hi  van — 4. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  put 
upon  its  passage. 

Aid.  Haynes  moved  to  amend  the  order  by 
adding  the  following: 

"Further  provided,  that  said  corporation  shall 
adopt  and  use  in  the  construction  of  said  rail- 
way the  most  approved  pattern  or  form  of  rail 
now  in  use,  and  such  as  shall  least  interfere  with 
public  driving  and  the  use  of  the  streets  for  or- 
dinary traffic.  And  such  rail  and  construction 
of  road  shall  be  satisfactory  to  and  approved  by 
the  superintendent  of  streets.  And  they  shall 
also  keep  in  repair  and  maintain  the  roadbed 
and  pavement  inside,  and  a  space  18  inches  wide 
outside,  their  tracks,  satisfactory  to  the  super- 
intendent of  streets,  and  otherwise  in  accord- 
ance with  Chapter  113,  Section  32  of  the  Public 
Statutes." 

The  question  was  on  the  amendment. 

Aid.  Haynes— There  are  some  things  in  that 
amendment  which  perhaps  arc  unnecessary, 
but  the  important  matter  is  that  it  covers  is 
inches  of  pavement  outside  of  the  tracks.  In 
I  In-  stone  pavement  that  is  used  in  tin'  city  the 
railroad  companies  at  present  nave  the  inside, 
leaving  the  tracks  outside  without  paving. 
There  is  always  a  bad  joint  there,  and  this 
amendment  simply  provides  that  they  shall 
pave:  18  inches  outside  of  the  rail  and  complete 
the.  pavement,  and  not  make  bad  work  of  it, 
:is  is  the  case  outside  of  the  present  rails.  I 
ihiuk  there  is  no  objection  to  it ;  I  think  the 
friends  of  the  measure  are  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment, and  I  hope  that  it  will  be  adopted. 

Aid.  Lee— I  certainly  cannot  see  any  objection 
to  the  amendment  which  the  alderman  on  my 
left  has  offered,  because  bis  amendment  is  per- 
fectly dn  accord  and  keeping  with  the  statute 
law  as  it  stands  in  regard  to  street  railways. 
( 'hapter  11:;,  Section  32,  provides  that  the  differ- 
ent companies,  when  given  a  location,  shall 
pave  inside  of  their  rails  and  shall  keep  the 
pavement  for  is  inches  outside  in  proper  repair 
and  in  good  condition.  Therefore  I  don't  sec 
that  there  can  he  any  objection  to  the  amend- 
ment, and  I  hope  it  will  be  adopted. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  ques- 
tion came  on  the  passage  of  the  order  as 
amended. 

Aid.  C.   W.  SMITH  moved    that  the    Hoard    ad- 
journ.   On  that  motion  Aid.  Lee  called   for  the 
yeas  and  nays.    The  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost 
yens  1,  nays  11,  Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  Voting  yea. 

The  order  was  passed  as  amended:  yeas  12, 
nays  0.  Aid.  Lee  moved  to  reconsider,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail ;  lost. 

I'l   BXIC    LANDS. 

Aid.  Carroll  submitted  the  following -from 

the  Joint  Standing  Co littee  on  Public  Lands: 

Report,   in  part,   upon  the  communication  to 


the  City  Council  from  His  Honor  the  Mayor, 
dated  May  3,  1886,  concerning  the  disposition  to 
be  made  of  certain  unused  buildings  belonging 
to  the  city  of  Boston,  as  follows:  The  vacated 
primary  school  on  Wall  street  mentioned  in  said 
communication  the  committee  do  not  think  it 
advisable  to  sell  at  the  present  time,  as  the 
estate  joins  that  of  Engine  No.  6,  for  which  a 
new  site  has  lately  been  obtained.  The  removal 
of  this  engine  to  new  quarters  will  permit  the 
city  to  dispose  of  the  old  house,  and  your  com- 
mittee are  of  opinion  that  the  two  estates  can 
be  more  advantageously  sold  together  than  as 
separate  properties.  For  that  reason  they  sug- 
gest that  the  schoolhouse  estate  be  now  trans- 
ferred to  the  Department  of  Public  Lands 
(Street  Commissioners)  by  the  passage  of  the 
following  order,  where  it  can  be  held  until  the 
disused  engine  house  can  be  sent  there  to  be 
sold  with  it. 

Ordered,  That  the  estate  belonging  to  the  city 
of  Boston,  on  Wall  street,  containing  3642  square 
feet,  more  or  less,  with  the  brick  building  there- 
on, known  as  the  "Dean  Primary  School,"  be 
and  the  same  hereby  is  transferred  to,  and 
placed  in  charge  of,  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  the  Baldwin-place 
Home  for  Little  Wanderers  (referred  by  the 
Common  Council  Feb.  3),  asking  for  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  terms  upon  which  the  City  Council 
of  18S0  authorized  the  Street  Commissioners  to 
convey  to  it  a  parcel  of  land  belonging  to  the 
city  on  West  Newton  street  and  West  Rutland 
square — Recommending  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing order: 

Ordered,  That  the  order  of  the  City  Council 
of  1S86,  approved  by  the  mayor  Dec.  28,  1886, 
wherein  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
were  authorized  to  sell  by  private  sale,  to  the 
Baldwin-place  Home  for  Little  Wanderers,  for 
$1  per  square  foot,  the  parcel  of  land  containing 
about  :so,580  square  feet,  belonging  to  the  city  on 
West  Newton  street  and  West  Rutland  square, 
be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  amended  by  striking 
from  said  order  the  word  "forever,"  and  insert- 
ing after  the_  words  "maintain  upon  the 
premises,"  in  said  order,  the  words,  "for  a  period 
of  at  least  15  years,"  and  after  the  words  "for 
which  said  institution  was  incorporated,"  the 
words,  "and  upon  the  further  condition  that 
when,  at  any  time,  after  the  expiration  of  said 
15  years,  the  said  corporation  shall  wish  to  sell 
or  divert  to  other  uses  than  those  above  speci- 
fied, the  land  herein  mentioned,  the  said  corpo- 
ration shall  first  pay  to  the  city  therefor,  75  cents 
per  square  foot  in  addition  to  the  $1  per  square 
foot  of  land  now  to  he  paid  for  the  same." 

Report  accepted :  order  passed. 

Report  (majority)  on  the  petition  of  James  Mc- 
Cormick  and  three  others,  asking  that  a  condi- 
tion imposed  by  the  city  in  the  titles  derived 
from  it  of  their  lour  lots  on  East  Concord  street 
may  he  so  modified  that  the  city  will  permit 
them  to  build  bays  or  octagonal  projections 
from  buildings  on  said  lots  to  within  a  less  dis- 
tance than  six  feet  of  the  line  of  saiil  East  Con- 
cord street — Recommendinglthe  passage  of  the 
following  order: 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  be 
hereby  is  authorized  to  execute  on  behalf  of 
the  city  an  instrument,  satisfactory  to  the  city 
solicitor,  wherein  the  city  of  Boston  shall  de- 
clare, so  far  as  it  may  lawfully  do  so  without 
affecting  the  legal  or  equitable  rights  of  other 
persons  holding  title  under  it,  that  the  condi- 
tion numbered  two  in  the  following  deeds: 
City  of  Boston  to  Leoniee  S.  Barnes,  dated 
Oct.  12,  1871.  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds, 
Book  1074,  Page  174,  of  an  estate  on  East 
Concord  street,  now  the  property  of  Louis  (long- 
don  ;  city  to  Joshua  D.Hall,  dated  Dec.  7,  1875, 
recorded  with  said  deeds,  Hook  1304,  Page  286,  of 
an  estate  on  said  street  still  the  property  of  said 
Ball;  city  to  Frank  (J.  Heath,  dated  Aug.  18, 
I88(i,  recorded  with  said  deeds,  Book  1002,  Page 
11.  of  an  estate  on  said  street,  now  the  property 
of  James  McCormick,— be  so  modified  as  to  read 
as  follows:  2.  The  front  line  of  the  building 
which  may  be  erected  on  the  said  lot  shall  he 
placed  on  a  ine  parallel  with  and  six  feet  hack 
from  the  said  Concord  street1;  hut  a,  swell  or  oc- 
tagon-front or  hay  windows  projected  from  the 
front  of  said  building  may  be  built  and  main- 
tained in  said  restricted  six  feet. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  desire  to  say  at  this   time 
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that  that  is  the  majority  report,  and  that  there 
is  a  minority  report  in  relation  to  the  same  sub- 
ject which  another  gentleman  of  the  commit- 

tGG  llflS  SlffllGcl.. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  submitted  the  following  mi- 
nority report: 

City  of  Boston,    .       ) 

In  Board  of  Aldermen,  \ 

March  14,  1887.  ) 

The  undersigned  dissent  from  the  report 
of  the  majority  of  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  granting  the  peti- 
tion of  James  McCormick  and  others,  for 
release  of  restrictions  on  certain  lots  on 
south  side  East  Concord  street.  The  city 
sold  the  lots  on  the  south  side  of  East  Concord 
street  subject  to  the  restriction  that  "the  front 
line  of  the  building  which  may  be  erected  on 
the  said  lot  shall  be  placed  on  a  line  parallel 
with  and  six  feet  back  from  the  said  Concord 
street." 

The  petitioners,  who  are  Messrs.  McCormick, 
Heath,  Ball  and  Congdon,  request  that  this  re- 
striction be  released  by  the  city  so  that  they 
may  build  either  octagon  fronts  in  or  project 
bay-windows  into  the  interdicted  six  feet  of 
space  in  front  of  their  respective  lots.  There 
are  at  present  only  three  vacant  lots  on  the 
south  side  of  East  Concord  street,  and  these  are 
owned  respectively  by  Mr.  Congdon,  Mr.  Ba'l 
and  Mr.  McCormick.  The  vacant  lot  owned  by 
Mr.  McCormick  is  situated  between  Mr.  Heath's 
house  and  a  house  owned  by  Mr.  McCormick. 
The  buildings  erected  on  all  the  other  lots  seem 
to  comply  with  the  above  restriction,  with  the 
exception  of  the  house  owned  by  Mr.  McCor- 
mick and  the  one  lately  erected  by  Mr. 
Heath.  When  Mr.  McCormick  built  his 
house  he  placed  his  main  wall  on  this 
six  foot  line,  but  built  an  octagon  front 
out  into  the  six  foot  space.  He  thus  violated 
the  restriction,  and  by  so  doing  threw  all  the 
other  buildings,  already  erected  or  winch  there- 
after might  be  erected,  into  a  recess  When  Mi- 
Heath  began  to  build  he,  likewise,  erected  his 
building  on  the  six  foot  line.  and.  in  order  to 
overcome  the  projection  of  Mr.  McCormick 's 
octagon  front,  threw  out  a  bay  window  over  this 
six  foot  space.  The  owners  of  the  remaining 
vacant  lots  being  aggrieved  by  this  action,  and 
not  wishing  to  remain  in  the  background,  now 
ask  the  city  to  release  their  lots  from  the  restric- 
tion so  that  they  may  not  be  prejudiced  by  the 
action  of  Mr.  McCormick  and  Mr.  Heath,  and 
the  latter  gentlemen  unite  in  the  petition  so 
that  they  may  be  relieved  from  the  consequences 
of  their  unlawful  acts,  so  far  at  least  as  the  city 
is  concerned.  The  principle  which  has  hereto- 
fore governed  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
in  considering  petitions  for  the  release  of  re- 
strictions, assuming  that  the  restrictions  were 
originallv  established  for  the  beneht  of  the  city, 
has  been  that  such  restrictions  should  be  re- 
leased only  when  public  necessity  demanded  it 
or  the  welfare  of  the  city  would  not  be  injurious- 
ly affected  thereby.  In  the  present  case  public 
necessity  does  not  require  a  release  of  this  re- 
striction; on  the  contrary,  the  more  crowded 
the  South  End  becomes,  either  by  stores 
or  tenement  houses,  the  greater  the  neces- 
sity of  this  open  space  in  front  of  the 
houses,  and  it  would  seem  best  for  the  pub- 
lic that  the  abutters  on  East  Concord  street 
should  not  be  allowed  to  narrow  the  limits  of 
that  street.  It  is  doubtless  a  hardship  for  Mr. 
Congdon  and  Mr.  Ball  thus  to  be  thrown  into  a 
recess  by  the  action  of  Mr.  Heath  and  Mr.  Mc- 
Cormick, and  if  they  have  suffered  any  damage 
they  may  have  their  redress  in  the  courts;  but 
it  does  not  seem  to  the  minority  of  the  commit- 
tee the  proper  method  of  redress  to  release  them 
from  the  limitations  of  the  restriction,  when  by 
so  doing  like  or  even  greater  injury  will  be  done 
to  those  whose  houses  have  already  been  erected 
in  compliance  with  the  restriction.  It  also  does 
not  seem  proper  to  relieve  Mr.  McCormick  and 
Mr.  Heath  from  the  consequences  of  their  own 
unlawful  acts:  1,  because  it  would  be  contrary 
to  the  principle  heretofore  governing  this  com- 
mittee, and  would  establish  a  bad  precedent ;  2, 
because  it  would  work  a  great  hardship  on  the 
adjoining  owners;  3,  because  it  is  a  case  which, 
with  more  propriety,  could  be  referred  to  the 
proper  legal  authorities  in  behalf  of  the  city. 
The  undersigned,  therefore,  recommend  that 
the  petitioners  be  granted  leave  to  withdraw. 
Charles  W.  Smith, 
William  Power  Wilson. 


The  majority  report  was  accepted. 

Aid.  Carroll— In  behalf  of  the  eport  which 
has  been  signed  by  the  majority  of  the  commit- 
tee, I  desire  to  state  to  the  Board — 

The  Chairman— There  is  nothing  before  the 
Board,  I  would  inform  the  alderman,  but  the 
reading  of  the  order. 

The  Chairman  read  the  order  accompanying 
the  majority  report. 

Aid.  Carroll — I  move  that  the  rule  be  sus- 
pended that  the  order  may  be  put  upon  its  pas- 
sage. I  will  try  as  briefly  as  possible,  on  account 
of  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  to  explain  to  the 
Board  how  the  matter  now  stands.  Many  years 
ago,  when  laying  out  Concord  street,  they  placed 
restrictions  on  the  property  so  that  people  would 
have  to  build  their  houses  six  feet  back  from  the 
line.  Well  of  course  that  property  since  that  was 
projected  has  depreciated  from  the  splendid 
residences  that  they  would  have  then  to  more 
moderate  ones  at  the  present  time.  Mr.  Mc- 
Cormick, in  building  his  house,  not  knowing  the 
condition,  built  a  very  costly  house  which  came 
out  next  to  the  line.  The  gentleman  next  to 
him,  in  building  his  house,  went  three  feet 
farther  back  than  the  six  feet  that  was  required, 
which  hasput  him  in  a  recess  so  that  all  but  one 
of  the  three  adjoining  estates — 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— Will  the  gentleman  allow 
me  to  correct  him'?  You  stated  that  the  house 
next  to  Mr.  McCormick  is  set  back  nine  feet.  I 
think  you  are  mistaken  in  that.  I  think  the  lot 
next  to  his  house  is  vacant. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  did  not  refer  to  the  next  lot, 
but  the  next  house. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— But  the  next  lot  is  vacant. 
There  is  no  house  next  to  his. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  said  the  next  house.  I  don't 
mean  the  next  lot  at  all.  That  house  sets 
back  three  feet  further  than  the  six  feet 
required.  All  the  trouble  is  this:  All  the 
lot  owners  are  agreed  on  this  settlement,  ex- 
cept one  who  has  placed  himself  in  a  recess.  I 
have  had  the  matter  before  me  last  year  and 
this  year,  and  I  think  I  am  familiar  with  it. 
Now  all  they  ask  is  that  they  may  have  the 
privilege  of  coming  out  to  this  six-foot  line  and 
building  a  bay-window  over.  The  fact  is  that 
the  request  was  so  moderate,  and  appeared  so 
reasonable  to  the  committee,  that  they  recom- 
mended that  it  be  granted.  I  don't  wish  to  take 
up  the  time  of  the  Board.    Those  are  the  facts. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  understand  that  the  com- 
mittee last  year  gave  the  petitioners  leave  to 
withdraw.  Now  the  facts  are  that  the  .city  sold 
the  lots  on  East  Concord  street,  placing  on  them 
among  other  restrictions  the  restriction  that  the 
houses  should  set  back  six  feet  from  the  side- 
walk. All  the  houses  built  on  the  street,  with 
the  exception  of  two,  have  complied  with  the 
requirement.  One  of  them  was  built  some  eight 
years  ago,  I  think,  on  the  corner,  coming  clear 
to  the  sidewalk.  The  other  one  was  built  last 
fall  or  summer  some  time.  Now  the  other  folks 
on  the  street — knowing  these  penalties  there, 
did  not  go  out  beyond  this  space  of  six  feet  back 
from  the  sidewalk. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man a  question.  Wasn't  there  only  one  objection 
before  the  committee?  Didn't  the  others  come 
there  and  say  that  they  were  satisfied? 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— There  was  one  there  who 
said  that  he  was  not  satisfied. 

Aid.  Carroll— Yes,  there  was.  but  he  would 
be  willing  if  we  sloped  a  little  in  the  build- 
ing. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  don't  know  as  the  others 
had  any  information  in  regard  to  its  being  be- 
fore the  committee.  Now  it  seems  to  me  it  is 
unfair  to  those  who  have  built  houses  and  set 
them  back  six  feet  from  the  sidewalk  to  have 
the  three  or  four  remaining  lots  built  upon  with 
houses  that  project  out  into  the  street.  It  will 
make  a  poor-looking  street,  and  those  houses 
will  cut  off  the  light  and  view  from  the  houses 
on  each  side.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  restric- 
tion should  be  kept  there.  Those  are  the  facts 
in  the  case,  and  I  don't  know  why  we  should 
remove  a  restriction  of  that  kind  simply  be- 
cause two  or  three  vacant  lot  owners  ask  us  to 
do  it.  It  would  be  an  injury  to  the  street  which  I 
don't  think  any  member  of  the  Board  would  like 
to  have  done  to  bis  property.  It  would  make  an 
uneven  street  and  be  a  damage  to  the  property, 
and  I  would  move  that  the  minority  report  be 
accepted  instead  of  that  of  the  majority. 

The  Chairman— The  report  has  been  accepted 
and  the  question  is  now  on  the  passage  of  the 


249 


BOARD     OF     ALDERMEN. 


order  contained  in  the  majority  report.    I  think 
the  alderman  is  too  late. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— Too  late  to  make  the  mo- 
tion to  substitute? 

The  Chairman— The  only  thing-  you  can  do 
now  is  to  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  whereby 
the  majority  report  was  accepted. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith — Then  I  move  to  reconsider. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
Haven't  the  rules  been  suspended  and  isn't  the 
question  on  passage?  If  so,  it  is  too  late  for  a 
reconsideration. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  at  this  time 
rule  that  the  motion  made  by  Aid.  C.  W.  Smith 
is  in  order,  and  that  a  motion  to  reconsider  is  in 
order  at  any  time  during;  this  meeting. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  K.  G.  Smith  the  order  was 
declared  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Board.  Aid.  Carroll  doubted  the  vote.  A  rising- 
vote  was  taken  and  the  motion  to  assign  was 
lost;  yeas  4,  nays  6. 

The  Chairman— The  question  is  on  the  motion 
to  reconsider. 

Aid.  Lee— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  Motions, 
orders  and  resolutions  are  not  in  order  at  this 
time. 

The  Chairman  —  The  Chair  would  rule  the 
point  of  order  well  taken  at  this  time. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— If  this  is  voted  down  it  will 
have  the  same  effect  as  if  my  amendment  was 
adopted? 

The  Chairman— Yes,  sir.  it  will  have  the  same 
effect,  if  it  is  voted  down. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  a 
matter  of  some  importance,  and  I  move  to 
assign  it  in  order  that  I  might  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  look  into  the  matter  a  little.  I  would 
like  to  vote  intelligently  on  it,  and  I  do  not  like 
to  cast  my  vote  tonight,  feeling  that  I  may  do 
injustice  to  one  party  or  the  other.  I  would  like 
a  little  more  time  to  look  into  it.  I  don't  think 
anybody  would  suffer  by  having  it  laid  over  for 
a  week,  and  I  would  like  a  little  time  to  look 
into  the  matter.  I  would  move  to  lay  it  on  the 
table. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  declared 
lost.  Aid.  Allen  doubted  the  vote.  A  rising 
vote  was  taken,  and  the  motion  was  lost,  four 
voting  in  the  affirmative  and  six  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the 
order. 

Aid.  Allen— I  don't  know  but  what  it  is  de- 
sirable to  pass  tliis  order,  but  I  certainly  should 
have  to  vote  against  it  if  it  is  pressed  to  a  vote 
tonight.  On  further  consideration  I  might  vote 
for  it,  and  that  is  the  reason  why  I  have  voted 
as  I  have  upon  the  question.  If  it  is  laid  over, 
as  has  been  suggested,  it  is  very  likely  that  I 
should  vote  for  it.  I  wish  there  were  some  way 
out  of  this  so  that  it  could  be  laid  over.  Cer- 
tainly no  one  will  be  harmed  if  action  is  not 
taken  tonight,  and  it  may  he  that  we  shall  act 
with  entire  unanimity  if  we  let  it  go  over  to  an- 
other meeting. 

Aid.  Carroll— This  is  a  matter  that  has  been 
before  the  committee  and  has  been  pretty  well 
discussed  by  the  committee,  and  as  a  majority 
of  the  committee  have  decided  that  this  order 
should  pass,  and  that  it  is  a  good  thing  for  the 
city  to  have  it  pass,  representing  that  majority 
I  hope  that  the  niembersol'  this  Hoard  will  have 
it  g"  through  this  evening.  It  has  been  held 
back  two  years  by  this  constant  postpone- 
ment, and  representing  the  majority  of  the 
committee  I  am  in  favor  of  getting  rid  of  it  to- 
night. 

Aid.  C  \V.  Smith— Has  there  any  notice  ever 
been  given  to  the  abutters  on  the  street  that  this 
thing  was  under  consideration? 

Aid.  Carroll — Yes,  sir. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— This  year? 

Aid.  Carroll— To  be  sure:  you  saw  them  up 
there  yourself. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  only  saw  one,  and  that 
one  objected  to  it. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  was  there,  and  I  saw  lour  or 
five. 

The  order  was  declared  passed.  Aid.  C.  \V. 
Smith  doubted  the  vote,  arising  vote  was  taken 
and  the  order  was  passed  ;  7  voting  in  the  affirma- 
tive, 4  in  the  negative. 

Aid.  Carroll  moved  a  reconsideration  of  all 
votes  on  reports  and  orders  from  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands;  lost.    Sept  down. 

legislative  matters. 
Aid.  Carroll    submitted    the  report  of  the 


Committee  on   Legislative    Matters   (Doc.   54). 
Sent  down. 

the  railroad  investigation. 

Aid.  Haynes  submitted  the  following: 
To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Gentlemen,— The  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  certain  stockholders  of  the 
South  Boston  Railroad  Company,  and  who  were 
authorized  to  investigate  the  petition  of  the 
Metropolitan  Kail  road  Company,  by  which  that 
road  asks  for  locations,  and  rights  to  use  the 
South  Boston  Company's  tracks m  South  Boston. 
And  to  inquire  into  the  source  of.  and  the 
methods  by  which  such  petitions  were  obtained : 
make  the  following  report: 

The  committee  have  had  no  authority  to  com- 
pel the  attendance  of  witnesses,  and  such  evi- 
dence as  has  been  given,  has  been  by  parties 
more  or  less  interested,  and  therefore  in  many 
cases,  neither  full  nor  frank.  Sufficient  has, 
however,  been  shown  we  think,  to  prove  this: 

First.  That  said  petitions  were  distributed 
from  the  City  Hall. 

Second.  That  they  were  distributed  by  the 
alderman  representing  the  city  from  the  sixth 
district. 

Third.  That  the  original  petition  was  written 
by  the  president  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company,  who  caused  copies  to  he  printed,  which 
were  paid  for  by  that  company,  and  they  were 
then  handed  over  to  the  alderman  from  the 
sixth  district. 

Fourth.  That  these  petitions  were  presented 
to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  claimed  to  con- 
tain the  names  of  twenty-five  thousand  (25,000) 
to  thirty  thousand  (30,000)  citizens  of  South  Bos- 
ton. It  is  unfortunate  for  the  alderman  making 
this  statement,  and  presenting  these  petitions, 
that  the  facts  show  they  contained  only  thirty- 
three  hundred  (3300)  names,  and  of  these  a  very 
large  proportion  were  not  to  be  found  in  the  city 
directory,  while  the  names  of  others  were 
shown  to  be  forgeries. 

That  some  petitions  were  filled  up  entirely  by 
a  single  writer,  and  others  still,  where  one  per- 
son signed  the  names  of  various  others,  this,  as 
was  claimed  in  some  instances  by  their  au- 
thority. 

Fifth.  It  was  not  shown  that  any  person  had 
been  paid,  or  received  S5  per  day  for  circulating 
said  petitions,  or  that  a  large  amount  of  money 
had  been  paid,  or  is  now  in  the  hands  of  certain 
parties  tone  paid  for  granting  said  petition. 

It  was  however  shown,  and  admitted,  that  the 
Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  did  through 
their  agent,  authorize  the  payment  of  money 
to  subsidize  the  newspaper  press  of  South 
Boston. 

This  appears  to  cover  the  special  charges  men- 
tioned in  the  petition. 

But  this  investigation  has  opened  up  a  condi- 
tion of  affairs  at  South  Boston  under  which  the 
honest  man,  dependent  on  his  labor— which  is 
his  capital— has  evidently  been  made,  simply 
the  tool  of  designing  ami  unscrupulous  persons, 
and  in  relation  to  which  the  committee  desire 
to  say  a  few  words. 

The  South  Boston  Railroad  Company  is  known 
to  be  a  corporation  doing  a  fair  business,  and 
serving  the  public  in  a  generally  satisfactory 
manner;  employing  a  large  number  of  first-class 
men,  and  paying  fairly  satisfactory  wages— as 
high  as  the  average  railways  of  the  State. 

Some  slight  grievance  is  alleged,  the  men  are 
called  together,  are  harangued  and  finally  are 
led.  or  go,  on  a  "strike."  while  the  leaders  are  in 
such  close  relation  with  rival  roads,  as  to  raise 
the  suspicion  whether  they  are  not  serving  their 
own  interests,  rather  than  the  public  welfare. 

Mr.  Short  comes  forward,  claiming  to 
represent  the  men,  and  asks  an  interview  with 
the  president  of  the  South  Boston  road, 
who  makes  a  plain  statement  and  offer 
for  Mr.  Short  to  convey  to  the  men.  This 
offer,  which  is  admitted  to  be  broad  and  liberal. 
is  not  made  to  the  men,  ami  the  strike,  instead 
of  being  closed,  is  continued  by  the  neglect  of 
the  very  man  who  claims  to  be  anxious  for  a 
settlement. 

It  is  a  significant  fact  that  these  meetings  be- 
tween Mr,  Short  and  Mr.  Hersey  are  ludd  in  the 
office  of  acorporation  that  was  at  that  time  con- 
sidering the  question,  if  not  already  determined, 
to  invade  the  South  Boston  territory, 

It  is  an  unfortunate  fact  that  during  these  dis- 
turbances members  of  the  city  government,  in- 
stead   of    using    their    position    to  bring  about 
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harmony  between  the  men  on  strike  and  their 
employers,  have  been  present  at  their  meetings 
and  by  their  presence  and  speeches  assisted  m 
prolonging'  the  strike,  and  at  the  same  time  de- 
nouncing the  road  for  not  serving'  the  public  in 
its  usual  manner. 

The  company  who  have  been  thus  juggled 
with,  rinding  their  proposition  to  arbitrate  and 
take  back  their  men  failing,  are  finally  driven 
to  the  employment  and  breaking  in  of  new  men, 
while  the  old  reliable  employees  are  now  suffer- 
ing for  the  want  of  positions,  which  their  pre- 
tended friends  have  successfully  prevented  them 
from  accepting. 

How  far  this  may  be  indirectly  traced  to 
other,  and  perhaps  rival  interests,  may  be  best 
judged  from  the  statement,  of  Mr.  Richards  of 
the  Metropolitan  road,  who  in  his  testimony  ad- 
mitted that  he  himself  wrote  the  original  peti- 
tion and  paid  for  its  printing. 

That  he  had  had  repeated  meetings  with  par- 
ties representing  the  strikers,  and  that  while 
he  at  first  objected  to  striking  a  man  when 
down,  he  did  finally  by  the  arguments  presented 
by  Mr.  Carroll  at  the  City  Hall  authorize  that 
member  to  present  the  petitions  to  invade  the 
South  Boston  territory. 

Afterwards  President  Richards  stated  that 
Alderman  Carroll  had  previously  attended  a 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Metro- 
politan Company,  and  that  after  hearing  argu- 
ments the  directors  unanimously  voted  to  go  to 
South  Boston. 

It  is  very  suggestive,  and  shows  a  most  unfor- 
tunate tendency  of  the  times,  when  men  repre- 
senting great  corporations  can  come  before  a 
public  audience  in  the  city  of  Boston  and  de- 
clare that  for  14  years  they  have  been  coming  to 
City  Hall  for  rights  and  franchises,  and  have 
never  yet  failed  to  get  them. 

And  that  they  consider  it  perfectly  proper  to 
employ  counsel,  pay  money,  subsidize  the  press, 
or  use  other  means  to  secure  their  ends.  Such 
an  avowal  we  believe  to  be  against  public  poli- 
cy, and  unworthy  honorable  men. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Tilly  Hatnes, 
Charles  H.  Allen. 

Aid.  Sullivan  submitted  the  following: 
Miiibrity  Report. 

City  of  Boston,  ) 

In  Board  of  Aldermen.  J 

March  14,  1S87.  ) 

The  undersigned,  member  of  the  special  com- 
mittee appointed  to  investigate  the  charges 
against  members  of  the  city  government,  in 
relation  to  the  circulation  of  petitions  in  aid  of 
the  petition  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany, for  certain  locations  in  South  Boston,  re- 
spectfully submits  the  following  report: 

In  the  performance  of  its  duty,  the  committee 
gave  four  hearings  which  were  public,  and  every 
facility  was  afforded  the  petitioners  to  prove  the 
truth  of  their  charges;  all  persons  that  were 
supposed  to  be  able  to  furnish  information  bear- 
ing on  the  subject  were  summoned  and  subjected 
to  a  severe  and  lengthy  cross-examination  by 
the  counsel  for  the  petitioners,  and  not  until  the 
petitioners  gave  notice  that  they  had  no  further 
evidence  to  submit  and  were  willing  to  rest  their 
case,  did  the  committee  decide  to  close  the  hear- 
ings. 

Although  it  appeared  that  some  members  of 
the  city  government  circulated  some  of  the  peti- 
tions in  question,  there  was  no  evidence  to  show 
that  they  received  any  money  for  so  doing,  and 
the  undersigned  sees  no  objection  to  a  mem- 
ber of  the  city  government  signing  or  cir- 
culating petitions  for  any  public  improve- 
ment. 

The  charge  that  many  of  the  names  on  the 
petitions  were  fraudulent  was  not  sustained  by 
the  evidence.  In  one  instance  the  name  of  one 
gentleman  appeared  on  two  petitions,  he  testi- 
fied that  he  signed  one  of  the  petitions,  and  was 
in  favor  of  better  horse-car  accommodations  for 
the  people  of  South  Boston :  in  some  instances 
where  persons  did  not  sign  themselves,  it  ap- 
peared in  evidence  that  some  one  was  author- 
ized to  sign  for  them. 

The  charge  that  a  large  sum  of  money  was  in 
the  hands  of  some  individuals  to  aid  in  the 
granting  of  the  petition  of  theMetropolitan  Rail- 
road Company  for  a  location  in  South  Boston, 
and  the  insinuation  that  the  Metropolitan  Rail- 
road Company  were  to  use  money  to  secure  the 
passage  of   an  order  ot   location  through   this 


Board  were  not  sustained  by  any  evidence  that 
the  petitioners  produced. 

The  excuse  ottered  by  the  counsel  for  the  peti- 
tioners, that  he  failed  to  prove  the  charges  be- 
cause he  could  not  compel  all  the  witnesses  that 
he  had  summoned  to  appear  and  testify,  is  a 
.very  weak  one,  for  he  must  have  known  the 
powers  of  this  Board  when  he  asked  for  an  in- 
vestigation, and  if  he  believed  the  charges  had 
any  foundation  in  fact  and  that  he  could  pro- 
duce evidence  to  sustain  them,  he  might  have 
taken  his  case  before  a  tribunal  where  witnesses 
would  be  compelled  to  attend  and  testify;  but  it 
appears  to  the  undersigned  that  the  object  was 
simply  to  gain  time  and  defer  the  action  of  the 
Board  as  long  as  possible. 

The  reference  in  the  petition  to  the  "New 
York  Scandal,"  which  is  brought  up  in  the  na- 
ture of  a  warning  to  the  members  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  is  uncalled  for  and  unworthy  of 
consideration. 

Having  failed  to  show  cause  why  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  should  not  consider  the  petition  of 
theMetropolitan  Railroad  Company  for  a  loca- 
tion in  South  Boston,  the  undersigned  respect- 
fully recommends  that  the  petitioners  have 
leave  to  withdraw. 

John  H.  Sullivan. 

Aid.  Sullivan  moved  to  substitute  the  minor- 
ity report  for  that  of  the  majority. 

Aid.  Brojiwich— I  move  that  the  whole  sub- 
ject be  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Board,  and  that  both  reports  be  printed.  There 
is  so  much  of  it  I  could  not  remember  it. 

Aid.  Carroll — I  hope  that  no  such  action 
will  be  taken  by  this  Board.  I  am  surprised  at 
the  action  of  the  majority  of  this  committee. 
They  were  appointed  to  do  a  certain  thing. 
Specific  work  was  assigned  to  them  in  the  peti- 
tion presented  here  by  Mr.  Gargan.  Instead  of 
doing  that  work,  they  went  outside  and  inves- 
tigated strikes  and  causes  of  strikes,  and  the 
petition  and  everything  they  were  asked  to  in- 
vestigate they  do  not  refer  to,  and  they  come 
in  here,  as  all  capitalists  do,  and  commence  to 
sit  upon  the  labor  movement.  The  peo- 
ple who  labor  have  as  much  right  to  say 
how  much  they  shall  be  employed  for- 
and  to  strike  if  they  cannot  get  what  they  want, 
as  the  people  who  employ  them  have  a  right  to 
say  how  much  they  will  pay,  and  to  combine  to 
prevent  the  employees  from  being  paid  what 
they  wish.  And  for  the  committee  to  go  into 
the  character  of  a  man,  they  have  travelled  out- 
side of  their  sphere  of  action.  I  say  that  such  a 
report  is  unworthy  to  be  printed,  The  charges 
of  Mr.  Gargan  were  unsupported  by  evidence, 
When  the  committee  come  to  this  Board  with 
such  a  report,  I  want  to  ask  them  how  and  when 
they  will  deny  me  the  right  to  attend  meetings 
and  express  my  opinions  upon  public  questions. 
No  report  of  any  committee  can  deter  me  from 
doing  that.  It  is  my  right  as  a  citizen  :  know- 
ing that  I  have  that  right  I  propose  to  exercise 
it,  and  no  report  of  the  committee  or  any  action 
by  this  Board  or  anybody  else  will  ever  deter  me 
from  doing  so.  If  there  is  any  sentiment  in  the 
public  which  I  represent,  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
taking  the  platform  and  saying  it.  and  I  am  re- 
sponsible myself  for  what  I  say.  This  postpone- 
ment is  only  admitted  for  a  purpose.  The  mem- 
bers of  this  Board  have  made  up  their  minds  in 
regard  to  those  reports,  and  will  accept  or  re- 
ject them  now  as  well  as  at  any  future  time. 

Aid.  Bromwich — I  deny  the  correctness  of.  the 
gentleman's  remark.  I  did  not  know  what  the 
report  was  until  it  came  in  here.  But,  as  usual, 
some  gentlemen  of  the  Board  want  to  have  their 
way  and  not  allow  members  to  think  for  them- 
selves. I  am  going  to  think  for  myself. 
I  don't  want  any  one  to  think  for  me.  I 
want  to  make  it  a  personal  matter  with  myself. 
I  did  not  know  what  the  report  was  until  I  heard 
it,  and  there  is  so  much  of  it  I  would  like  to  read 
it  over  and  understand  how  to  vote.  The  man 
who  says  I  have  made  up  mv  mind  how  I  shall 
vote  tells  a  falsehood.  I  don't  know  bow  I  shall 
vote,  and  I  want  to  know  how  to  vote.  I  vote  as 
I  think  proper,  and  independently  of  any  other 
man's  dictation.  I  simply  desire,  as  is  usual,  in 
this  Board  when  a  member  does  not  understand 
a  matter,  to  have  the  report  printed  and  laid 
before  me,  so  that  I  may  read  it  and  use 
my  own  judgment,  and  that  I  shall  not  he 
compelled  to  have  other  people  think  for 
me.  I  always  allow  every  other  man  to  use  his 
own  .liulgment,  and  I  claim  the  same  right  for 
myself.    I  did  not  go  to  the  public  meeting,  but 
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if  I  had  chosen  to  do  so,  I  would,  like  the  alder- 
man, have  gone,  and— 

Aid.  Carroll— And  -without  any  reflection. 

Aid.  Bromwich— Without  any  reflection  at 
all.  I  care  for  no  man's  opinion  as  to  how  I  am 
going-  to  vote;  my  own  wishes  are  all  I  care  for, 
and  I  allow  every  man  to  do  the  same.  I  ask 
that  it  may  be  printed,  so  that  I  may  know  what 
it  is.  It  is  a  surprise  to  me  as  I  heard  it  read, 
and  I  should  like  to  read  it  before  I  vote  on  it. 
If  it  don't  suit  me  I  surely  shall  vote  against  it. 

Aid.  Lee— I  have  listened  with  very  close 
attention  to  the  reading  of  the  reports  and  also 
very  attentively  to  the  remarks  made  by  the 
aldermen  on  my  right  and  on  my  left.  It  would 
appear  to  a  stranger  that  this  was  purely  a 
South  Boston  right,  and  were  it  later  in  the  sea- 
son, after  hearing;  the  report  of  the  majority  I 
should  have  considered  that  it  was  written  more 
for  a  campaign  document  than  for  the  interest 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  I  am  opposed  to 
assigning  and  printing-  either  of  the  reports.  It 
seems  to  me  that  gentlemen  sitting  at  this 
Board,  after  the  charges  made  by  a  paid  attor- 
ney for  one  of  these  corporations  in  a  scurrilous 
and  ungentlemanly  manner,  and  throwing  out 
the  slurs  that  he  did  at  each  and  every  member 
of  this  Board,  would  be  surprised,  and  I  am  sur- 
prised that  even  the  chairman  of  that  commit- 
tee, and  more  surprised  am  I  at  my  honored 
friend  on  my  right,  signing  that  report  and 
going  not  into  a  defence  or  justification 
of  the  members  of  this  Board,  or  even 
a  justification  of  the  man  who  made  the  charges 
in  the  petition;  but,  instead,  as  it  seems  to  me, 
they  have  centred  their  efforts  down  to  this:  in- 
stead of  the  State  Board  of  Arbitration,  they 
have  formed  themselves  into  a  board  of  arbitra- 
tion to  settle  the  differences  between  the  strik- 
ers in  South  Boston  and  the  South  Boston  Rail- 
road Company.  As  the  gentleman  has  said,  I 
think  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  any  alderman 
at  this  Board  who  heard  the  evidence  given  by 
certain  gentlemen,  could,  not  help  making  up 
his  mind  as  to  the  conclusion  to  arrive  at,  and 
how  to  cast  his  vote.  Like  the  gentleman  who 
preceded  me,  I  allow  no  man  to  do  my  thinking 
for  me.  I  think  for  myself  and  cast  my  vote  for 
what  I  believe  to  be  for  the  best  interest  of  the 
city  of  Boston.  In  casting  my  vote  for  this  mi- 
nority report  I  do  so  believing  it  to  be  my  duty 
to  uphold  the  honest  and  fair  reputation  of  each 
and  every  member  of  this  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  motion  to  assign  and  print  was  declared 
lost.  Aid.  Bromwich  doubted  the  vote,  the 
Board  was  divided,  5  for,  6  against,  and  the  mo- 
tion was  lost. 

Aid.  Bromwich— As  I  attended  but  two  meet- 
ings of  that  investigation,  and  as  there  are  some 
portions  of  the  investigation  that  the  minority 
report  does  not  cover,  and  as  it  refutes  a  great 
deal  that  the  majority  report  alleges.  I  hope  the 
minority  report  will  not  In'  accepted.  In  my  opin- 
ion it  is  too  tame  for  the  evidence  that  did  truly 
and  really  come  out  in  the  investigation.  So  far 
as  I  could  hear  it.  I  may  say  that  I  should  not 
hold  with  all  the  majority  report,  if  the  vote  is 
to  be  taken  this  evening.  But  in  my  opinion 
the  minority  report  is  just  as  much  too  tame  as 
the  other  is  perhaps  too  severe.  Therefore  I 
shall  vote  against  the  minority  report,  as  per- 
haps I  should  vote  against  the  majority  report 
as  I  understood  it.    That  is  all  I  have  to  say. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  am  glad  to  hear  the  alder- 
man say  the  minority  report  is  too  tame.  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  had  no  interest  in  this  South  Bos- 
ton fight  except  to  do  my  duty  as  an  alderman 
and  a  member  of  that  committee.  Consequently 
I  had  no  occasion  to  get  into  astate  of  anger  or 
excitement.  Iliad  only  to  use  my  best,  calm, 
unbiassed  judgment  on  that  report,  and  I  am 
very  glad  to  hear  the  alderman  say  it  is  tame, 
because  I  believe  that  shows  it  is  the  result  of 
good,  sound  judgment. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  believe  the  alderman  has 
given  a  truthful,  conscientious  report,  of  his 
judgment  in  the  matter.  But  he  will  allow  that 
as  I  live  in  the  district  I  knew  a  little  more  than 
perhaps  he  got  at  the  hearing.  I  always  knew 
the  alderman  would  give  what  he  honestly 
thought  was  right.  I  was  not  casting  the  least 
reflection  on  the  alderman. 

Aid.  Sullivan— The  alderman  may  know 
more  about  South  Boston  affairs  than  I  do;  but 
I  was  not  called  upon  to  look  into  the  affairs  of 
South  Boston  people;  I  was  called  upon  to  ex- 
amine and  look  into  a.  certain  petition  presented 
to  this  Board  ;  that  was  the  only  matter  1  looked 


into,  and  evidence  bearing  upon  that  was  all  I 
cared  about.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  evidence 
obtained  that  the  petition  did  not  call  for,  and  I 
took  no  notice  of  it. 

The  motion  to  substitute  was  declared  carried. 
Aid.  Bromwich  doubted  the  vote,  the  Board 
was  divided,  G  for,  5  against,  and  the  motion 
was  carried. 

The  minority  report  was  accepted.  Aid.  Sul- 
livan moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

SEWERS. 

AM.  Lee  presented  reports  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Sewers  that  sundry  schedules  of  cost  of 
sewers,  referred  at  the  last  meeting,  are  correct, 
and  recommending  the  passage  of  orders  for  the 
assessment  and  collection  of  the  proportionate 
part  thereof. 

The  orders  were  passed. 

CLAIMS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Claims: 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  following- 
petitions  : 

Rosanna  Crooker,  to  be  compensated  for  per- 
sonal injuries  received  November  30,  1886,  by 
reason  of  an  alleged  defect  in  East  Third  street. 

Sarah  .1.  Restell.  to  be  compensated  for  per- 
sonal injuries  received  from  a  fall  on  Popular 
street,  January  12, 1885. 

George  H.  Elmes,  to  be  compensated  for  dam- 
ages to  his  carriage  on  Rutherford  avenue, 
Charlestown. 

Alice  Hallahan.to  be  compensated  for  personal 
injuries  received  from  a  fall  at  the  Citv  Hospital, 
October  28, 1886. 

Anna  Farrenden,  to  he  compensated  for  per- 
sonal injuries  received  on  the  ferryboat  Hugh 
O'Brien,  July  28, 188G. 

Brown's  News  Agency,  to  be  compensated  for 
injuries  to  their  horse  on  account  of  an  alleged 
defect  in  Winthrop  street.  Charlestown,  No- 
vember 22,  1886. 

John  Raff erty,  to  be  compensated  for  persona  1 
injuries  received  from  a  fall  in  I  street,  Feb.  6. 
1885. 

Thomas  Kilroy,  to  be  compensated  for  dam- 
age to  his  estate  on  Ward  and  Vancouver  streets, 
on  account  of  the  overflow  of  the  sewer  in  said 
streets. 

Daniel  Conroy,  to  be  compensated  for  personal 
injuries  received  from  a  fall  in  East  Third  street, 
•  Ian.  27,  1885. 

Jeremiah  H.  Murphy,  for  compensation  on 
account  of  the  death  of  his  nephew,  John  Rea- 
gan, occasioned  from  injuries  received  from  a 
water  pipe  rolling  upon  him  in  a  vacant  lot  of 
land  on  Harrison  avenue,  July  27,  1886. 

Patrick  Connors,  to  be  compensated  for  per- 
sonal injuries  received  from  a  fall  in  Blossom 
street,  Jan.  15,  18S6. 

Joseph  H.  Sullivan,  for  a  hearing  and  compen- 
sation for  personal  injuries  received  on  Wash- 
ington street,  Dorchester,  Jan.  s,  issg. 

Mary  Armstrong,  in  behalf  of  her  minor  son, 
Edward  A.  Armstrong,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries received  by  being  struck  Dy  a  team  owned 
by  the  city. 

Gelia  A.  Coffin,  for  compensation  for  personal 
injuries  received  on  Harvard  street,  Dorchester, 
January  18.  1885. 

Edmund  Quincy,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  his  horse,  carriage  and  harness,  caused 
by  an  alleged  defect  in  Dover  street,  May  27, 
1885. 

James  W.  Bailey,  to  be  compensated  for  per- 
sonal injuries  and  damages  to  his  property  on 
account  of  an  alleged  defect  in  Chelsea  street, 
Charlestown,  December  5.  1885. 

Henry   P.  Hennessey,   to  he  ( pensated    for 

personal   injuries  received   from  a.   fall  in  Jov 
si  reef,  March  1,  188G. 

Catherine  Lally.  to  he  compensated  for  per- 
sonal injuries  received  from  a  fall  in  East  Third 
street,  January  21.  1885. 

Keports  severally  accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  MeGaragle  &  Co.  to 
be  paid  for  work  outside  of  their  contract  with 
the  city  for  building  the  primary  sehoolhouso 
on  O  street,  South  Boston,  to  the  amount  of 
.§424.85— Recommending  the  passage  of  an  order 
That  there  he  allowed  and  paid  to  Mc(  Jaraglo  & 
Co.  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  twenty-four 
and  H.r>-100lhs  dollars  on  account  of  work  per- 
formed and  materials  furnished  the  city  outside 
of  their  contract  for  building  the  primary 
schoolhouse    on   O  street.   South   Boston;    said 
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sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  city 
architect's  department. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

FANEUIL  HALL. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Faneuil  Hall  recommending  the 
granting  of  the  use  of  said  hall  on  the  usual  con- 
ditionson  May  nth,  next,  to  the  Fusileer  Veteran 
Association  from  7  to  9  o'clock  P.  M. 

Accepted  and  leave  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions. 

Aid.  Lee  in  the  chair. 

REPORTS  FROM  THE  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Finance  Committee: 

Report  recommending  the  passage  of  an  order 
—That  the  amount  standing  to  the  credit  of  the 
appropriation  of  old  claims  on  April  30,  remain 
in  the  city  treasury  to  meet  the  payments 
of  drafts  in  previous  years  and  remaining  un- 
paid. 

Report  accepted  :  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

Report  recommending  the  passage  of  an  order 
—That  the  city  auditor  be  authorized  to  make 
such  transfers  of  appropriations  as  mav  be 
necessary  in  closing  the  business  of  the  financial 
year  ending  April  30.  1887:  all  such  transfers  to 
be  reported  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  for 
approval  and  confirmation. 

Report  accepted  ;  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule :  yeas  11,  nays  0.    Sent  down. 

BEACON-STREET  BUILDINGS. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Buildings: 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  the  re- 
quest of  the  Directors  for  Public  Institutions  for 
a  change  in  the  assignment  of  room  to  them  in 
the  city  building  on  Beacon  street,  as  the  change 
has  been  made. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

STABLE. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health  (Aid.)  that  leave  be  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions  to  Hugh  Nawn  to  occupy 
an  addition  to  wooden  building  for  20  horses  on 
Blue-hill  avenue,  corner  May  wood  street,  Ward 
21. 

Report  accepted,  and  it  was  voted  that  leave 
be  granted  on  the  usual  conditions. 

BAY  WINDOWS,  ETC. 

Aid,  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Inspection  of  Buildings  (Aid.) 
that  leave  he  granted  as  follows: 

William  H.  Frye,  to  project  bay  window  from 
building  on  Dudley  street,  northeast  corner  of 
Brook  avenue. 

Augustus  Myers,  to  project  bay  window  from 
building  on  Washington  street,  Roslindale. 

Union  Club,  to  project  an  iron  balcony  from 
building  No.  8  Park  street. 

George  P.  Hopkins,  to  project  a  druggist's  mor- 
tar from  building  No.  54  Blue-hill  avenue,  cor- 
ner Rand  street. 

Reports  severally  accepted,  and  it  was  voted 
that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  conditions. 

SALARIES    OF    MEMBERS    OF    FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

Aid.  Carroll  offered  an  order— That  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  be  requested  to 
establish  the  salaries  of  the  permanent  mem- 
bers of  the  Fire  Department  as  follows: 

The  chief  engineer,  at  the  rate  of  $3500  per  annum. 

The  assistant  chief  engineer,  at  the  rate  of  $2400  per 
annum. 

The  assistant  engineers,  at.  the  rate  of  $2000  per  annum. 

The  captain,  at  the  rate  of  $1400  per  annum. 

The  lieutenants,  at  the  rate  ,,f  81300  per  annum. 

The  enginemen,  at  the  rate  of  91300  per  annum. 

The  assistant  enginemen,  at  the  rate  of  $1200  pet- 
annum. 

The  permanent  men,  at  the  rate  of  ,$1200  per  annum. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Fire  Department. 

Later  in  the  session  the  committee  were,  on 
motion  of  Aid.  Allen,  in  structed  to  report  the 
extra  cost  by  raising  the  salaries  as  indicated  bv 
the  order.    Sent  down. 

Later  in  the  session  Aid.  McLaughlin  offered 
the  following: 

An  Ordinance 
To  amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1885. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 


of  1885  is  hereby  amended  in  Section  1,  in  the 
clause  establishing  the  salaries  of  the  Board  of 
Fire  Commissioners,  by  striking  out  the  words 
"three  thousand  dollars"  and  inserting  the 
words  "three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars"  in 
place  thereof. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  moved  to  suspend  the  rule 
so  that  the  ordinance  might  be  put  upon  its  pas- 
sage. Aid.  Donovan  moved  to  refer  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Fire  Department. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— I  accept  the  reference. 

The  ordinance  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Fire  Department. 

COUNTY    PAYMASTER. 

Aid.  Carroll  offered  an  order — That  there  be 
allowed  to  the  city  treasurer  until  otherwise 
ordered  for  the  payment  of  the  salary  of  the 
county  paymaster  of  the  county  of  Suffolk  the 
sum  of  $2800  per  annum,  commencing  March  1, 
1887.  Said  amount  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  the  county  of  Suffolk. 

Aid.  Allen— What  is  the  salary  that  has  been 
paid? 

Aid.  Carroll— It  has  been  $2800,  but  it  has 
been  divided  up  on  account  of  the  work  being 
assigned  to  two  paymasters  here  in  Mr.  Turner's 
office,  so  that  the  salary  has  been  $2500,  and  the 
judges  have  paid  $500  a  year.  Now,  as  pay- 
ments for  the  county  of  Suffolk  all  come  under 
the  charge  of  the  treasurer.  Mr.  Turner,  the 
judges  will  pay  nothing  towards  the  salary,  and 
this  is  simply  to  give  the  gentleman  what  he 
had  before.  It  is  done  on  the  recommendation 
of  Mr.  Turner. 

The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule. 

THE  LATE  JUDGE   RUFFIN. 

Aid.  Haynes  offered  an  order— That  there  be 
allowed  and  paid  to  Mrs.  Josephine  Rufiin,  wid- 
ow of  the  late  Judge  Rufiin,  his  salary  as  justice 
of  the  Municipal  Court  for  the  Charlestown  Dis- 
trict of  the  City  of  Boston,  up  to  the  first  of  May, 
1887. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

LAND  DAMAGES. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  orders  to  pay  for  land 
taken  and  damages  occasioned  by  laying  out 
streets  as  follows : 

Horatio  G.  Parker,  executor,  $30.75,  relocation 
of  Dorchester  avenue  from  Field's  Corner  to 
the  Lower  Mills ;  being  the  sum  awarded  to  the 
heirs  of  Cheever  Newhall,  by  an  order  of  May 
12,  1884. 

Silas  Potter,  $1000,  widening  of  Warren  street, 
by  an  order  of  Dec.  5,  1885,  and  the  grading  of 
said  street  on  his  adjoining  land  to  the  grade  of 
said  Warren  street. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith — I  would  like  to  inquire 
why  these  payments  have  been  kept  back  two 
or  three  years.  Some  of  them  were  awarded  in 
1884. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  can  give  no  explanation  of 
that  matter.  Those  orders  come  to  me  from  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners.  The  Commit- 
tee on  Streets  never  have  anything  to  do  with 
them,  and  never  act  upon  them.  I  can  give  no 
information  as  to  why  they  were  kept  back. 

Aid.  Donovan— I  understand  that  when  the 
Street  Commissioners  lay  out  a  street,  they  go 
on  and  award  damages  occasioned  by  the  lay- 
ing out.  Several  of  the  abutters  may  be  dissatis- 
fied with  the  award,  and  will  go  to  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  or  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
and  try  to  get  the  amount  of  the  award  in- 
creased. But  the  awards  having  once  been  made 
by  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  it  is  be- 
yond their  power  to  increase  the  amount.  The 
abutters  will  allow  the  claim  to  hang  along, 
thinking  that  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
will  be  anxious  to  have  the  matter  settled  up, 
and  will  therefore  amend  the  award.  But  the 
fact  is,  that  after  an  award  is  made,  if  the  abutter 
is  dissatisfied,  the  only  redress  he  basis  to  make 
an  application  to  a  jury  to  assess  the  damages. 
While  I  know  nothing  about  these  particular 
cases,  I  know  that  it  is  the  way  that  many 
claims  are  held  back,  not  through  any  act  of  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  they  having 
made  their  award,  but  through  the  negligence, 
or  for  some  other  reason,  on  the  part  of  the 
abutters.  I  believe  those  are  the  reasons  why 
those  awards  have  not  come  in  before.  The 
parties  have  evidently  signified  their  intention 
to  accept  the  awards  made  by  the  Street  Com- 
missioners. 


253 


BOARD     OF     ALDERMEN 


Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— The  explanation  is  satisfac- 
tory. 
The  orders  were  passed. 

ARMORIES. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  to  A.  C.  AVel- 
lington,  colonel  First  Regiment  Massachusetts 
Volunteers,  $800  for  the  mov  ng  and  fitting  up 
headquarters  lor  said  regiment,  said  amount  to 
be  charged  to  the.  appropriation  for  armories. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  to  Henry  Car- 
stensen,  captain  of  Company  L,  First  Regiment, 
$1500,  the  same  to  be  expended  in  fitting  up  and 
furnishing  the  armory  and  rooms  of  said  com- 
pany. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

HORSES  AND  CARRIAGES. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  offered  an  order— That  the 
city  auditor  be  requested  to  report  to  this  Board 
the  number  of  horses  and  carriages  used  by  the 
heads  of  departments,  and  the  expense  of  main- 
taining the  same  during  the  past  year. 

Passed. 

WILLIAM  DONOVAN'S  STAND. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  offered  an  order— That  per- 
mission be  hereby  granted  to  William  Donovan, 
;i  disabled  soldier,  to  locate  a  stand  for  the  sale 
of  cigars  and  tobacco,  upon  the  sidewalk  near 
the  entrance  to  the  Common,  at  the  corner  of 
Tremont  and  Park  streets,  during  the  year  1887, 
he  agreeing  to  remove  the  same  at  any  time 
when  so  directed  by  this  Board. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— This  old  soldier  has  been 
there  for  five  years,  and  merely  asks  to  go  back 
there  this  year. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  McLaughlin  the  rule  was 
suspended  and  the  order  was  put  upon  its  pas- 
sage. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— Cannot  that  order  be 
amended  so  as  to  have  him  stand  inside  the 
Common  rather  than  outside,  so  as  to  give 
people  a  chance  to  go  by.  It  seems  to  me  there 
are  already  too  many  peddlers  in  the  streets. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— It  matters  little  to  me 
whether  the  man  has  the  privilege  of  being  in- 
side or  outside.  He  has  been  outside  four  or  rive 
years.  It  strikes  me  there  are  some  rules  regulat- 
ing the  granting  of  permits  for  stands,  and  I 
don't  care  whether  he  is  allowed  inside  or  out- 
side. He  simply  asks  to  be  allowed  to  go  there 
again  this  year. 

Aid.  Allen— I  believe  the  privilege  has  been 
granted  for  the  past  five  years.  The  man  occu- 
pied a  little  recess  at  the  gateway,  opposite 
Park-street  Church,  and  does  not  occupy  the 
sidewalk  or  obstruct  the  passageway.  It  seems 
to  me  that  is  the  place  for  him  to  stand,  and  I 
hope  the  order  will  pass. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  understand  this  man  has 
been  standing  there  a  long  time.  Many  of  our 
streets  are  occupied  by  peddlers,  ami  if  the 
alderman  desires  to  draw  the  line  I  hope  he  will 
not  draw  it  on  an  old  soldier,  and  a  cripple  at 
that. 

The  order  was  passed. 

LICENSES. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  recommending  the 
granting  of  minors'  licenses  to  sundry  newsboys 
and  peddlers. 

Reports  accepted  and  licenses  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

TREES. 

Aid  Donovan  (by  request  of  Aid.  Bromwich 
who  had  to  leave)  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  John  A.  McGrath  be  allowed 
to  box  a  tree  in  front  of  estate  435 Broadway,  and 
use  the  same  lor  advertising  purposes. 
Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule- 
Ordered.  That  the  superintendent  of  Common 
be  directed  to  remove  a   dead  tree  standing    in 
front  of  lot 587  East  Broadway. 
Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

SARGENT'S    WHARF. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Donovan  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended and  the  report  and  order  authorizing 
a  lease  for  900  years,  toElisha  Atkins,  of  portion 
of  the  territory  held  by  the  city  for  ferry  pur- 
poses at  the  South  ferry,  adjoining  Sargent's 
wharf,  at  an  annual  rental  of  $100  and  taxes, 
were  taken  from  the  table. 
Aid.  Donovan  submitted  the  following: 
The  undersigned,  a  member  of  the  Committee 


on  East  Boston  Ferries.respectf ully  dissents  from 
the  report  of  the  majority  of  the  committee 
whereby  it  is  proposed  to  lease  a  portion  of  the 
South  ferry  property  to  Elisha  Atkins  for  a  long- 
term  of  years  at  an  annual  rental  of  $100.  The 
undersigned  considers  it  would  be  bad  policy  on 
the  city's  part  to  consent  to  such  a  proposition, 
for  the  reason  that  the  property  in  question  will 
in  his  opinion  be  needed  for  public  purposes, 
either  in  connection  with  the  ferries  or  some 
other  enterprise  of  the  city,  and  for  this 
reason  alone  it  should  not  be  allowed  to  go  out 
of  the  city's  possession.  Aside  from  this  con- 
sideration it  appears  that  the  amount  of 
rent  which  the  lessee  is  to  pay  the  city 
is  altogether  too  small,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  city  pays  for  rent  of  the  same  territory 
upwards  of  $800  per  annum.  Upon  the  fore- 
going considerations,  therefore,  the  undersigned 
would  respectfully  recommend  that  the  peti- 
tioner have  leave  to  withdraw. 

Patrick  J.  Donovan. 

Aid.  Sullivan— The  Committee  on  East  Bos- 
ton Ferries  gave  that  matter  very  careful  con- 
sideration. I  do  not  care  to  say  much  on  the 
subject,  now.  We  supposed  that  the  committee 
w  ere  unanimous  in  their  report,  but  Aid.  Don- 
ovan was  not  present  at  the  meeting  when  the 
report  was  adopted.  Mr.  Atkins  asked  us  to 
make  a  report,  and  dispose  of  the  matter 
one  way  or  the  other,  as  he  was  very 
desirous  of  immediately  commencing  build- 
ing operations  on  that  land.  This  is  a  sort 
of  triangular  strip  of  land,  which  is  part  and 
parcel  of  Sargent's  wharf.  The  board  of  ferry 
directors  could  see  no  way  in  which  that  piece 
of  land  would  be  of  any  use  in  connection  with 
the  Ferry  Department  at  any  time.  I  would 
state  further  that  as  chairman  of  that  commit- 
tee, I  consulted  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  and  he 
was  of  the  opinion  that  it  could  be  of  no  use  at 
any  time  to  the  Ferry  Department,  and  he  rec- 
ommended that  this  petition  be  granted.  I  care 
not  whether  it  is  granted  or  not,  but  I  have  great 
respect  for  Mr.  Atkins,  as  a  large  taxpayer  of 
this  city,  and  it  is  his  wish  that  we  dispose  of  it 
now,  in  one  way  or  another. 

Aid.  Donovan— In  defence  of  my  report  I  de- 
sire to  say  that  in  in  nipaiiy  with  the  Committee 
on  East  Boston  Ferries  I  visited  the  location. 
The  petition  asks  that  the  city  lease  to  Elisha 
Atkins  for  the  term  of  999  years,  at  a  rental  of 
§100  a  year,  a  strip  of  land  containing  a  little 
over  3200  square  feet.  When  I  went  down  there 
and  looked  at  the  property  I  concluded  that  the 
petition  was  asking  for  too  great  a  grant  lor  the 
amount  of  money  proposed  to  be  paid,  and  for 
the  term  for  which  the  lease  was  desired.  But 
we  found  that  the  city  only  had  an  interest  in 
the  property  for  the  term  of  950  years,  and  there- 
fore the  granting  of  a  lease  for  999  years  was  out 
of  the  question.  In  returning  I  said  to  the  com- 
mittee that  I  was  opposed  to  granting  that  peti- 
tion. Subsequently  there  was  a  meeting,  of 
which  I  received  no  notice,  but  it  was  to  a  cer- 
tain extent  my  own  fault  that  I  was  not  at  the 
meeting,  as  private  business  kept  me  away,  and 
that  was  no  fault  of  the  committee.  But, 
Mr.  Chairman,  if  we  adopt  the  recommen- 
dations contained  in  the  report  of  the  major- 
ity we  shall  give  to  the  petitioner  a  large  grant 
of  property,  and  one  which  I  think  we  will 
hardly  be  justified  in  giving.  The  city  leases 
about  15,000  square  feet  of  land,  paying  for  the. 
same  at  the  rate  of  $4000a  year.  The  land  asked 
to  be  leased  to  the  petitioner  is  a  trifle  over  3200 
square  feet,  or  one  tilth  of  the  total  amount  the 
city  leases.  I  do  not  think  the  city  can  afford  to 
pay  over  $800  a  year  for  that  strip  of  land,  for 
950  years,  and  lease  to  this  petitioner  one  fifth  of 
it  for  the  same  term  at  .flOOa  year.  I  think  land 
will  be  valuable  in  connection  with  the  feme's, 
or  with  the  boat  of  the  directors  for  public  in- 
stitutions, as  their  boat  now  comes  up  alongside 
of  this  strip  of  land.  Furthermore,  we  arc  asked 
to  furnish  to  the  Paving  Department  a  wharf  in 
that  section  and  to  appropriate  $50,000  for  the 
same.  I  think  that  this  strip  of  land,  extending 
some  200  feet  in  length  and  22  feet  wide  in  its 
widest  part,  could  be  utilized,  with  a  slight  out- 
lay of  money,  for  the  storage  of  paving  material 
for  that  section  of  the  city.  I  do  not  say  the 
wharf  would  be  ample  to  take  the  place 
of  the  present  wharf,  but  I  do  say  it 
would  be  ample  to  store  all  the  material  that 
will  be  used  by  that  department  in  that  section 
of  the  city.  But  aside  from  that,  I  think  it  will 
be  only  a  short  time  before  the  Ferry  Depart- 
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ment  will  require  that  piece  of  land,  and  I  do 
not  think  the  city  government  would  be  justified 

in  leasing  to  this  petitioner  for  .$100  per  year  for 
950  years  what  the  city  is  paying  $800  a  year  for  the 
same  period  of  time.  That  is  a  very  small  pit 
tance  for  the  city  to  receive  and  it  can  well 
afford,  even  if  the  land  is  never  used,  to  keep 
that  strip  intact  and  ready  to  turn  it  over 
to  some  other  department,  provided  the  Ferry 
Department  does  not  need  it.  Furthermore, 
it  now  occurs  to  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  that 
strip  of  land  could  be  used  by  the  Directors  for 
Public  Insti  utions  as  an  entrance  to  their  boat; 
I  he  entrance  now  occupied  by  that  department 
could  be  turned  over  to  the  Paving  Department, 
and  that  entire  wharf  would  be  large  enough  to 
accommodate  pretty  nearly  the  entire  section 
of  territory  now  covered  by  what  is  known  as 
the  West  End  yard  of  the  Paving  Department. 
I  think  the  wisest  policy  for  the  city  is  to  hold 
that  piece  of  propertv  for  that  period  of  time, 
because,  if  you  once  execute  this  lease,  you  will 
have  a  hard  time  to  get  the  property  back.  For 
what  we  have  had  to  pay  for  tn's  property,  and 
for  land  taken  by  the  city  for  the  use  of  East 
Boston  ferries,  for  which  judgment  has  been 
given  inside  of  a  month,  I  think  we  are  paying 
a  pretty  dear  price,  and  I  should  look  well  to 
the  interese  of  the  City  of  Boston  before  grant- 
ing this  petition. 

Aid.  Sullivan— Did  I  think  this  piece  of  land 
would  ever  be  of  any  use  to  the  city  of  Boston.  I 
would  be  the  last  man  to  get  up  here  and  advo- 
cate leasing  it.   Now.  I  desire  to  have  this  matter 


laid  over  until  the  next  meeting  in  order  that  I 
may  be  able  to  have  present  a  map  and  show  the 
members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  that  this 
piece  of  property  is  not  accessible  by  water. 
Unless  you  can  get  at  it  by  wa.ter  wharf  property 
is  of  very  little  use. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan  further  considera- 
tion of  the  whole  matter  was  specially  assigned 
to  the  next  mesting. 

REMOVAL  OK  BOATHOUSE, 

Aid.  Bkomwich  offered  an  order— That  per- 
mission be  granted  to  George  Weymouth  to 
move  a  small  boat  house  across  East  Ninth 
street,  between  Old  Harbor  street  and  G  street, 
South  Boston. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Report  on  the  message  fromthe  mayor  regard- 
ing the  condition  of  certain  streets  which  have 
been  opened  by  corporations  and  individuals, 
and  suggesting  that  new  and  more  exacting  re- 
gulations he  made— That  in  their  opinion  no 
action  is  necessary. 

Accepted. 

Report  and  order  for  a  license  to  Henry  Austin 
Whitney  to  construct  and  maintain  a  coal-hole 
at  261  Marlboro  street  on  the  usual  conditions. 

Order  passed. 

Adjourned  at  1.06  A.M.  on  motion  of  Aid.  N.  G. 
Smith. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings   of    the   Common    Council. 


Friday,  March  18,  1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  at 
7.30  P.M.,  President  Barry  in  the  chair. 

By  direction  of  the  president  the  roll  was 
called  with  the  following  result : 

Present— Atwood,  Barry,  Bowman,  Burr,  Car- 
roll, Carstensen.  Cochran,  Coleman.  Davem, 
Desmond.  Dolan,  Duggan.  Fisher.  Foss.  Fottler, 
Fowler,  Frost.  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher. 
Haggerty,  Hayes,  Ladd,  Lattimore,  Lauten, 
Leary,  McKeima,  McNarv.  F.  Morison,  F.  R. 
Morrison.  W.  H.  Murphy.  Perkins.  Perry,  C.  C. 
Powers,  E.  J.  Powers,  Reilly,  Richards,  Sanger, 
Shaw,  Short,  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sul- 
livan, Sundberg,  Teevens,  Tracy,  Tuttle,  Web- 
ster,  Whall.  Whitmore,  Wilson— 50. 

Absent— Blurne,  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Con- 
nolly, Coyle,  Dewey,  Dunn,  Gomez,  Harrington, 
Keliher,  Kelley,  Kennedy,  Light,  Mahoney, 
McEnaney,  J.  Murphy,  J.  J.  Murphy,  Norton, 
Nunan,  O'Mealey,  Snow,  Thayer— 22. 

FIRE-PROOF  VAULTS— OLD    STATE-HOUSE. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order— That  the  su- 
perintendent of  public  buildings  be  requested 
to  estimate  the  cost  of  constructing  fire  proof 
vaults  under  the  sidewalk  around  the  Old  State 
House,  for  the  storage  of  stereotype  plates  owned 
by  the  city,  and  report  the  same  to  the  City 
Council. 

Passed.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider; 
lost.    Sent  up. 

THE  ANNUAL  ESTIMATES. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order— That  the 
committees  on  the  various  departments  to 
wbom  were  referred  the  estimates  of  the  dif- 
ferent departments,  be  instructed  to  send  their 
reports  thereon  directly  to  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Appropriations. 

Passed.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider ; 
lost.    Sent  up. 

Harvard  schoolhouse,  charlestown. 

Mr.  Cochran  offered  an  order— That  the  su- 
perintendent of  public  buildings  be  requested  to 
ascertain  what  are  the  defects  in  the  heating 
apparatus  of  the  Harvard  Primary  schoolhouse, 
Charlestown,  and  take  immediate  steps  to  rem- 
edy the  same ;  said  defects  being  the  cause  of  a 
great  deal  of  sickness  among  the  children  who 
attend  that  school. 

Passed.  Mr.  Cochran  moved  to  reconsider; 
lost.    Sent  up. 

.  HOLIDAY  ON  FAST  DAY. 

Mr.  Cochran  offered  an  order— That  His 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  instruct  the 
heads  of  the  several  departments  "of  the  city- 
government  to  allow  all  employees  whose  ser- 
vices can  be  dispensed  with,  a  holiday  without 
loss  of  pay  on  Fast  day,  April  7,  1887,  as  part 
compensation  for  the  services  rendered  the  city 
by  such  employees. 

Passed.  Mr.  Cochran  moved  to  reconsider; 
lost.    Sent  up. 

RAINSFORD  ISLAND  HOSPITAL. 

Mr.  Whall  offered  an  order— That  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Institutions  report  to  the  City 
Council  the  condition  of  the  hospital  for  male 
paupers  at  Rainsford  Island. 

Passed.  Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 
Sent  up. 

SALARIES  OF  HOUSE  WATCHMEN. 

Mr.  Whall  offered  the  following : 
An  Ordinance. 
To  amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1885. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Chapter  Six  of  the  Revised  Ordi- 
nances of  1885  is  hereby  amended  in  Section  One 
in  the  clause  relating  to  the  salaries  of  house 
watchmen  by  striking  out  the  words  "three 
dollars  a  day,"  and  inserting  in  place  thereof 
the  words  "one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars  a 
year." 


Section  2.  This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  on 
its  passage, 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whall.  to  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Police. 

COUNCIL  ANTE-ROOMS  AND  CLERK'S  ROOM. 

Mr.  Whall  offered  an  order— That  the  superin- 
tendent 6i  public  buildings  be  requested  to  cause 
electric  lights  to  be  placed  in  the  ante-rooms  of 
the  Common  Council  chamber  and  the  clerk's 
room,  and  to  have  said  rooms  painted  and  whi- 
tened, the  expense  attending  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  public  build- 
ings. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whall,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings.  • 

STREET  PEDDLERS. 

Mr.  Fowler  offered  an  order— That  the  Police 
Commissioners  be  requested  to  take  such  steps 
as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  the  blocking  of 
streets  by  street  peddlers,  especially  Washington 
street. 

Passed.  Mr.  Fowler  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 
Sent  up. 

PAVING    DEPARTMENT  ON  A  PERMANENT  BASIS. 

Mr.  Reilly  offered  an  order— That  the  super- 
intendent of  streets  be  requested  to  report  an 
estimate  of  the  amount  of  money  necessary  dur- 
ing the  coming  year  to  put  his  department  on  a 
permanent  Dasis. 

Read  twice  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like,  for  information,  to 
ask  to  have  that  read  once  more. 

The  clerk  read  the  order. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  do  not  know  why  we  should  be 
constantly  harping  upon  these  matters.  I  should 
like  to  have  one  meeting  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil of  the  city  of  Boston  where  matters  of  this 
character  could  be  kept  out.  It  does  seem  to  me 
as  if  efforts  of  this  kind  were  made  to  weary  out 
the  patience  of  everybody  having  anything  to 
do  with  the  city  government  of  Boston.  The 
thing  is  impossible.  It  is  impossible  to  put  the 
department  on  any  more  permanent  basis  than 
it  is  already  upon.  The  reason  is  simply  that 
the  Street  Department,  as  well  as  every  other 
department  of  the  city  of  Boston,  must  go  into 
the  labor  market  and  procure  the  services  of 
those  it  needs  at  the  market  price  of  labor,  what- 
ever that  price  may  be.  The  law  of  supply  and 
demand,  and  not  any  fictitious  authority  we 
may  have  here,  will  govern  that.  I  do  not  know 
as  I  have  any  objection  to  obtaining  informa- 
tion, but  I  hope  it  is  understood  that  this  first 
step  is  not  to  be  followed  by  another. 

Mr.  McNary— I  only  desire  to  say  one  word  in 
relation  to  this  matter,  called  forth  by  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10.  In  his 
remarks,  if  I  understand  him,  he  states  that  it 
is  impossible  to  put  this  department  on  a  per- 
manent basis. 

Mr.  Whall — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that  if 
any  debate  is  made  at  this  time,  the  order  must 
go  over  to  the  10th  order  of  business. 

Mr.  McNary— I  should  like  to  ask  if  the  order 
has  not  been  read  twice,  and  put  upon  its  pas- 
sage? 

The  President— It  has. 

Mr.  McNary— I  should  like  to  call  attention 
to  rule  19. 

Mr.  Whall— I  insist  upon  my  point  of  order. 

The  President — The  question  is  upon  tne  pas- 
sage of  the  order. 

Mr.  McNary— I  do  not  wish  to  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  Chair,  but  if  the  President 
insists  upon  his  decision  I  would  call  his  atten- 
tion to  rule  19,  which  says  that  all  orders  shall 
have  two  readings,  "after  each  of  which  debate 
shall  he  in  order." 

Mr.  Whall— I  must  insist  upon  my  point  of 
order,  that  if  any  objection  is  made  the  order 
must  go  over.    I  object. 

The  President— The  question  is  upon  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order. 

The  order  was  passed.  Mr.  Reilly  moved  to 
reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

WIDENING  OF  RUTHERFORD  AVENUE. 

Mr.  Reilly  offered  an  order— That  the  Street 
Commissioners  be  requested  to  prepare  a  plan 
and  submit  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  widening 
that  part  of  Rutherford  avenue  between  Chap- 
man street  and  Devens  street. 

Read  twice,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ladd,  re- 
ferred to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

SALARIES  OF  DRAWTENDERS    AND    ASSISTANTS. 

Mr.  McNary  offered  an  order— That  the  Com- 
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mittee  on  Bridges  be  requested  to  consider  what 
changes,  if  any,  are  necessary  in  the  salaries  of 
drawtenders  or  their  assistants. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McNary,  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Bridges. 

EAST    BOSTON  FERRY   TOLLS. 

Mr.  Coleman  offered  an  order— That  the  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Ferries  he  requested  to 
consider  and  report  what  reduction  it  is  desira- 
ble to  make,  if  any,  in  the  rates  of  tolls  at  pres- 
ent established  on  the  East  Boston  ferries. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  F.  R.  Morrison,  to 
the  Committee  on  East  Boston  Ferries. 

HOOK  AND  LADDER  COMPANY  NO.  12. 

Mr.  Connolly  offered  an  order— That  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  be  requested  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  making  Hook  and 
Ladder  Company  Number  12  a  permanent  com- 
pany. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Connolly,  to  Joint 
Committee  on  Fire  Department. 

PROPOSED    PRIMARY     SCHOOLHOUSE    ON  HEATH 
STREET. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan  offered  an  order— That  the 
city  achitect  be  authorized  to  send  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations  an  estimate  of  the 
cost  of  the  construction  of  a  primary  school  - 
house  on  Heath  street,  near  Tremont  street,  and 
that  such  estimate  be  approved  by  the  aforesaid 
committee. 

Passed.  Mr.  R.  Sullivan  moved  to  reconsider; 
lost.    Sent  up. 

NOTICES  AND   PLACARDS. 

Mr.  F.  Morison  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  be  instructed  to  con- 
sider and  report  what  amendments,  if  any,  are 
necessary  in  Chapter  52  of  the  Revised  Ordi- 
nances of  1885. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  F.  Morison,  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

ELECTRIC     LIGHT      ON     DARTMOUTH-STREET 
BRIDGE. 

Mr.  Duggan  offered  an  order— That  the  super- 
intendent of  lamps  be  requested  to  place  an 
electric  light  on  Dartmouth-street  bridge. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Lamps. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  Lauten  presented  the  petition  of  Calvin 
Swallow  for  abatement  of  betterment  assessed 
on  account  of  laying  out  Marine  Park. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  McNary  presented  the  petition  of  James 
A.  Kemn  and  others,  that  land  be  selected  in 
Washington  Village  for  a  playground  for  the 
children. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Parks. 

Mr.  Bowman  presented  the  petition  of  Joseph 
S.  Hyde  for  refund  of  sewer  assessment  on  Bos- 
ton street,  paid  by  him  under  protest,  amount- 
ing to  $397. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  E.  J.  Powers  presented  the  petition  of 
Annie  Kelley,  to  he  paid  damages  caused  by  the 
bursting  of  the  sewer  in  H  street. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Claims. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Maurice  Fitzger- 
ald and  others  for  the  extension  of  Willard 
street  to  Lowell  street. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

papers  from  the  board  of  aldermkn. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall,  Nos.  1  to  4  inclusive 
were  acted  upon,  viz. : 

1.  Notice  of  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
order  requesting  the  superintendent  of  streets 
to  consider  the  expediency  of  placing  laborers 
in  his  department  on  a  permanent  basis. 

2.  Annual  reportof  superintendent  of  Common 
and  public  grounds.    (City  Doc.  41.) 

3.  Annual  report  of  the  superintendent  of 
lamps.    (City  Doc.  49.) 

4.  Annual  report  of  the  trustees  of  Public 
Library.    (City  Doc.  28.) 

Severally  placed  on  file. 

5.  Report  of  the  Commissioners  on  Public 
Cemeteries.    (City  Doc.  40.) 

Mr.  Lauten— I  move  to  refer  to  the  Committee 
on  Cemeteries. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  hone  that  the  gentleman 
will  not  insist  upon  that  motion,  unless  he 
moves  also  to  refer  it  with  instructions'  to  report 
at  the  next  meeting;  because,  Mr.  1'resident,  as 
I  understand  it,  this  report  of  tho  Commission- 


ers, which  I  have  read  over,  looks  to  some  legis- 
lation which  is  now  likely  to  occur  at  the  Legis- 
lature. If  the  matter  is  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Cemeteries  it  may  slumber  there  for 
a  month.  Now,  this  being  in  the  nature  of  a 
public  document,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  gen- 
tleman ought  to  bring  it  back  to  the  Council 
in  the  course  of  a  week.  If  he  can  do  that,  and 
will  amend  his  motion,  of  course  there  is  no  ob- 
jection to  its  being  so  referred,  and  I  will  be  glad 
to  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Lauten— I  will  amend  my  motion  to  the 
effect,  Mr.  President,  that  the  committee  report 
at  the  next  meeting. 

The  President— Mr.  Lauten  moves  the  refer- 
ence of  No.  5  on  the  calendar  to  the  Committee 
on  Cemeteries,  with  instructions  to  report  at  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Perkins — As  I  am  on  the  Committee  on 
Cemeteries,  I  would  state  that  I  think  we  have 
a  meeting  next  Wednesday.  We  have  had  one 
or  two  meetings  ot  tins  committee,  and  arrange- 
ment has  been  made  whereby  the  trustees  of 
both  our  cemeteries  and  the  Committee  on  Cem- 
eteries are  to  have  a  meeting  next  week— I 
think  it  is  on  Wednesday — when  this  whole  re- 
port is  to  be  gone  over.  I  have  no  doubt  that  by 
a  week  from  tonight  we  shall  he  able  to  make  a 
report.  I  am  not  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee, and  as  I  do  not.  know  that  he  is  here,  I  make 
this  statement  that  I  think  we  can  make  a  re- 
port then. 

The  motion  to  refer  with  instructions  was 
adopted.    Sent  down. 

G.  Report  of  the  Street  Commissioners,  esti- 
matiii.T  the  cost  of  widening  Essex  street  to  50 
feet,  from  Chauncy  to  Lincoln  street,  at  §130,000. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whall,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations. 

7.  Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Fire  Depart- 
ment of  an  order  concerning  the  salaries  of  the 
permanent  members  of  the  Fire  Department, 
with  instructions  to  report  the  additional 
amount  necessary  to  meet  the  proposed  increase. 

The  Council  concun-ed  in  the  reference  with 
instructions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall,  Nos.  8  to  27  inclusive 
were  acted  on  together,  viz. : 

8.  Second  report  of  the  Committee  on  Legisla- 
tive Matters.    (City  Doc.  No.  54.) 

9.  Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Buildings, 
no  further  action  necessary  on  the  request  of 
the  Directors  for  Public  Institutions  for  a  change 
in  the  assignment  of  rooms  to  them  in  the  city 
building,  Beacon  street. 

10.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  leave  to 
withdraw  on  petition  of  Rosanna  Crooker  for 
compensation  for  personal  injuries  from  alleged 
defect  in  East  Third  street. 

11.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Sarah  J.  Restell  for  com- 
pensation for  personal  injuries  from  a  fall  on 
Poplar  street. 

12.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  George  H.  Elmos  to  ho  com- 
pensated for  damages  to  his  carriage  on  Ruther- 
ford avenue. 

13.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Alice  Hallahan  for  compen- 
sation for  personal  injuries  from  a  fall  at  City 
Hospital. 

14.  Report  of  same,  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Anna  Farrenden  for  com- 
pensation for  personal  injuries  received  on  the 
ferryboat  Hugh  O'Brien. 

15.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave,  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Brown's  News  Agency  .for 
compensation  for  injuries  to  their  horse  from 
alleged  defect  in  Winthrop  street,  Charlestown. 

16.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  John  RalTorty  for  compensa- 
tion for  personal  injuries  from  a  fall  on  I  street. 

17.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
dr  w  on  petition  of  Thomas  Kilroy  for  compen- 
sation tor  damage  to  his  estate  on  Ward  and 
Vancouver  streets,  from  overflow  of  sewer. 

18.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Daniel  Conroy  for  compen- 
sation for  personal  injuries  from  a  fall  in  East 
Third  street. 

19.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Jeremiah  H.  Murphy  for 
compensation  on  account  of  the  death  of  his 
nephew,  John  Reagan,  occasioned  by  a  water 
pipe  rolling  upon  him  in  a  vacant  lot  on  Harri- 
son avenue. 

20.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw, at  his  own  request,  on  petition  of  Patrick 
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Connors  for  compensation  for  personal  injuries 
from  a  fall  on  Blossom  street. 

21.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Joseph  H.  Sullivan  for  a 
hearing  and  compensation  for  personal  injuries 
received  on  Washington  street,  Dorchester. 

22.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Mary  Armstrong,  in  behalf 
of  her  minor  son,  Edward  A.  Armstrong,  for. 
compensation  for  injuries  from  being  struck  by 
a  city  team. 

23.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Celia  A.  Cofhn,  for  compen- 
sation for  personal  injuries  received  on  Harvard 
street,  Dorchester. 

24.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Edmund  Quincy  for  compen- 
sation for  damages  to  his  horse,  etc.,  from  an 
alleged  defect  in  Dover  street. 

25.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  James  W.  Bailey  for  com- 
pensation for  personal  injuries  and  damage  to 
his  property  from  alleged  defect  in  Chelsea 
street,  Charlestown. 

26.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Henry  P.  Hennessey  for 
compensation  for  personal  injuries  from  a  fall 
in  Joy  street. 

27.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Catherine  Lallv  for  compen- 
sation for  personal  injuries  from  a  fall  in  East 
Third  street. 

The  reports  were  severally  accepted  in  con- 
currence. 

Mr.  Whall— I  move  that  we  take  up  Nos.  28  to 
34  inclusive. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  suggest,  sir,  that  Nos. 
32  and  33  require  special  action,  being  from  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Whall— I  move  we  take  up  Nos.  28  to  31 
inclusive. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  would  like  to  except  from  that 
No.  30. 

Mr.  Whall— I  withdraw  the  motion. 

McGaragle  &  Co.'s  Claim. 

28.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  and  order 
to  allow  and  pay  to  McGaragle  &  Co.  $424.85.  on 
account  of  work  performed  and  material  fur- 
nished, outside  of  contract,  in  building  primary 
schoolhouse  on  O  street,  South  Boston. 

The  question-was  on  the  acceptance  of  the  re- 
port. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  some  information  from 
the  Committee  on  Claims,  as  to  this  matter. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question 
came  on  giving  the  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Ladd— 1  would  like  to  have  some  informa- 
tion from  the  committee  as  to  this  matter. 

Mr.  Foss— Mr.  President,  this  is  an  account 
that  Messrs.  McGaragle  &  Co.  have  against  the 
city  of  Boston  for  work  done  on  the  school- 
house  in  O  street.  They  took  their  contract 
from  Mr.  Bateman,  the  city  architect,  previous 
to  Mr.  Vinal  coming  into  the  office.  Before  the 
bill  was  rendered,  the  auditor  came  in  and 
asked  for  a  transfer  of  the  amount,  and  there 
was  not  then  a  sufficient  amount  in  the  appro- 
priation to  pay  the  bill.  Mr.  Vinal  came  before 
the  committee  and  the  bill  was  before  the  com- 
mittee, and  when  it  was  presented  it  had  Mr. 
Vinal's  approval.  He  said  that  each  and  every 
item  was  a  fair  one;  that  the  work  had  been 
properly  done,  and  that  Messrs.  McGaragle  & 
Co.,  should  have  their  money.  There  was  not 
sufficient  money  in  that  appropriation  for  the 
payment  of  the  bill  so  it  had  to  come  from  some 
other  source,  and  the  committee  voted  to  pav 
the  bill,  and  have  it  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  Architect's  Department. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  wrould  like  to  ask  one  more  ques- 
tion—whether this  was  the  unanimous  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  Foss— Certainly  it  was. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  do  not  see,  Mr.  President.  The 
gentleman  seems  to  have  given  us  reasons 
which  were  perhaps  conclusive  to  the  commit- 
tee, but  I  do  not  think  he  has  any  good  reasons 
in  explanation  of  how  this  sum  of  money  comes 
outside  of4he  contract.  Ishould  like  to  under- 
stand how  this  sum  of  money  comes  to  be  outside 
of  the  contract.  The  reasons  given  by  him  appear 
to  be  in  conflict  with  the  order  as  it  appears 
upon  our  calendar,  and  as  I  understood  the 
clerk  to  read  it. 

Mr.  Foss— This  work  was  given  to  Messrs. 
McGaragle  &  Co.  by  Mr.  Bateman,  the  archi- 
tect ;  and  after   Mr.  Bateman  went  out  of  office 


it  was  completed  under  Mr.  Vinal ;  they  hav- 
ing done  the  work  and  giving  full  satisfaction, 
the  present  architect  says  there  is  no  reason 
why  they  should  not  have  their  money.  But 
there  was  no  money  in  that  appropriation  to 
pay  the  bill,  so  the  committee  had  to  report 
that  it  be  charged  to  the  Architect's  Depart- 
ment. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Murphy— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  2  if  he  has  got  the  card  of 
the  firm  of  McGaragle  &  Co. 

Mr.  Foss— Certainly ;  Mr.  McGaragle  came 
before  the  committee  and  explained  the  bill, 
and  the  committee  were  perfectly  satisfied,  as 
was  also  Mr.  Vinal. 

Mr.  Ladd— This  seems  to  be  an  old  claim, 
comparatively.  It  is  some  time  since  Mr.  Bate- 
man wrent  out  of  office,  I  understand,  and  I  have 
not  yet  understood  how  it  happened  that  this 
work  was  done  outside  of  the  contract,  or 
whether  this  was  the  total  amount  of  money 
that  was  outside  of  the  contract.  The  reasons 
given  by  the  gentleman  seem  to  be  reasons 
which  may  go  to  show  that  there  was  a  small 
balance,  or  perhaps  extras,  which  were  not  in- 
cluded in  the  sum  of  money  which  was  neces- 
sary to  pay  this  claim.  That  is  all  right.  As  I 
understand  the  gentleman's  reasons,  that  is  all 
they  amount  to,  simply  that  there  was  not 
money  enough  in  some  particular  appropriation 
to  pay  the  balance,  and  therefore  we  are  now 
asked  to  pay  it.  We  are  not  given  any  reasons 
why  it  should  be  paid  now,  or  why  it  should 
have  been  paid  originally,  and  why  it  was  out- 
side of  the  original  contract.  What  this  work 
was  fur  which  pay  is  now  demanded  I  have  not 
yet  learned. 

Mr.  Whall— It  is  only  a  question  of  decent 
treatment  between  the  city  of  Boston  and  its 
servants  who  have  done  some  work  for  it.  Mr. 
McGaragle  and  his  partner  did  some  work  for 
the  city  of  Boston  for  which  they  have  not  yet 
been  paid.  They  went  and  did  this  work  upon 
proper  requisition  and  they  did  it  in  good  faith. 
The  price  which  they  have  charged  for  the 
work  nobody  disputes  as  being  an  honest  and 
decent  price.  The  only  objection  which  1  have 
heard  against  the  claim  is  this:  That  when 
they  put  in  their  bill  the  appropriation  against 
which  that  bill  might  be  charged  had  already 
been  overdrawn,  and  the  auditor  who,  of  course, 
should  act  conscientiously— could  not  pay  the 
bill  which  has,  like  Mahomet's  coffin,  hung  be- 
tween heaven  and  earth  ever  since.  I  think  it  is 
a  matter  which  the  City  Council  of  Boston  should 
not  quibble  about.  These  are  men  who  have 
done  work  for  the  city  of  Boston  ;  nobody  dis- 
putes that  the  bill  is  an  honest  one;  they  have 
given  us  the  worth  of  every  dollar  they  have 
charged;  and  I  am  surprised  that  my  friend 
from  Ward  10  rises  in  his  place  to  oppose  the 
payment  of  this  bill.  It  was  only  defeated  in 
the  first  place  simply  because  our  conscientious 
auditor  could  not  find  any  appropriated  money 
with  which  to  pay  the  bill.  There  has  not  been 
at  any  time,  as  I  understand  it,  any  question  of 
the  value  of  the  work  done  or  the  price  charged 
for  it.  The  work  they  contracted  to  do  they 
did  well;  the  price  charged  was  a  fair 
price.  The  only  reason  that  they  nave  not  been 
paid  has  been  because  the  law  has  come  in  and 
said  that  the  auditor  should  not  audit  a  bill  for 
which  no  appropriation  has  been  made. 

Mr.  Lauten— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
ask  the  gentleman  a  question. 

The  President— Does  the  gentleman  rise  to  a 
point  of  order? 

Mr.  1\hall— I  waive  the  rule,  Mr.  President. 

Mr.  Lauten— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man when  the  schoolhouse  was  finished: 

Mr.  Whall— I  have  only  looked  into  the  legal 
aspects  of  the  case,  and  not  into  the  historical 
aspects.  I  only  looked  into  the  matter  far 
enough  to  find  that  these  men  had  done  i-ome 
work  for  the  city  of  Boston  for  which  they  had 
not  been  paid,  through  no  fault  of  theirs ;  and 
I  think  the  city  of  Boston  is  large  enough,  and 
rich  enough,  and  generous  enough,  and  just 
enough  to  pay  its  honest  bills. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  have  been  very  much  inter- 
ested in  the  debate  which  has  occurred  on  this 
matter.  It  seems  to  me  that  there  are  only  two 
possible  obj 'Ctions  to  the  payment  of  this  bill. 
In  the  first  place,  it  might  not  be  a  just  claim 
against  the  city  of  Boston.  In  such  a  case, 
judging  by  the  conduct  of  His  Honor  the  Mayor 
m  other  cases,  we  will  find  that  he  will  not  pay 
any  money  upon    claims  wrhich  are  not  based 
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upon  a  legal  ground.  It  seerns  to  me,  there- 
fore, that  unless  this  claim  is  based  upon  legal 
grounds,  we  ought  not  to  pass  it  tonight.  My 
other  objection  is  that  this  order  does  not  indi- 
cate from  what  fund  the  appropriation  is  to  be 
made  to  pay  this  bill.  Until  we  know  whether 
there  is  money  to  pay  this  bill  with,  it  seems  to 
me  that  it  would  be  improper  for  us  to  pass  it  in 
this  form. 

Mr.  Whall— Mr.  President,  with  the  gentle- 
man's permission? 

Mr.  Wilson— Certainly. 

Mr.  Whaxl— I  wish  to  say  that  we  do  say  in 
the  order  where  it  shall  be  charged.  It  is  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  City  Architect's 
Department. 

Mr.  Wilson— My  second  point  is  answered 
then.  But  as  to  my  first  point,  I  have  not  yet 
heard  a  single  statement  as  to  the  legality  of 
this  claim.  If  by  some  act  of  omission  or  com- 
mission, apart  from  Mr.  McGaragle,  he  has 
failed  to  get  his  money,  and  if  legally  entitled  to 
the  money  it  seems  to  me  that  he  should  have 
it ;  but  unless  there  is  a  legal  basis  for  this  claim 
it  seems  to  me  it  ought  not  to  pass.  I  should  like 
some  gentleman  conversant  with  this  matter  to 
tell  us  if  there  is  a  legal  claim  back  of  this  mat- 
ter, 

Mr.  Whall— It  seems  to  me  that  the  gentle- 
man in  the  fourth  division  is  scaring  up  a  man 
of  straw.  I  do  not  think  anybody  has  ever 
doubted  the  honesty  of  the  claim  of  Messrs. 
McGaragle  &  Co.  Nobody,  to  my  knowledge, 
has  doubted  the  honesty  of  the  claim.  Nobody 
has  doubted  that  the  work  done  for  the  city  was 
by  the  authority  of  one  of  the  city's  agents.  If 
the  city  agent,  in  giving  the  order,  exceeded  his 
authority,  certainly  the  gentleman  himself , from 
the  knowledge  I  have  of  him,  is  too  fair  minded 
to  make  Mr.  McGaragle,  the  innocent  party, 
suffer  in  the  fulfilment  of  a  contract  which  he 
thought  was  legally  made.  Nobody  has  doubted 
that  the  claim  of  Mr.  McGaragle  and  his  partner 
was  a  just  claim.  The  only"reason  why  this 
claim- 
Mr.  Wilson— Will  the  gentleman  permit  me? 

Mr.  Whall— Certainly. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  asked  whether  it  was  a  legal 
claim. 

Mr.  Whall— It  certainly  is  a  legal  claim. 
There  is  no  doubt  of  it.  It  was  made  by  an 
officer  of  the  city  of  Boston  in  the  usual  and 
ordinary  exercise  of  his  authority.  The  gentle- 
man is  too  good  a  lawyer,  I  presume,  to  require 
me  to  bring  up  at  this  time  cases  from  our  own 
reports  or  from  the  reports  of  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court,  in  support  of  the  fact  that  the 
city  of  Boston,  or  any  other  employer  of  lahor 
would  be  held  liable  under  similar  circumstan- 
ces. There  is  no  doubt  that  it  is  a  legal  claim. 
The  only  reason  why  the  bill  has  not  been  paid 
is  this:  When  the  claim  was  presented  the 
auditor  found  that  from  the  original  amount 
appropriated  for  this  specific  purpose,  by  the 
action  of  the  City  Council  there  had  been  trans- 
ferred so  much  money  that  there  was  not 
enough  left  to  pay  Mr.  McGaragle's  claim.  That 
was  the  only  reason  why  it  was  not  paid.  If  the 
Citv  Council  had  not  transferred  any  money 
from  the  original  appropriation,  then  Mr.  Mc- 
Garagle's claim  would  have  been  paid  upon 
presentation.  But  probably  the  authorities 
having  construction  of  this  building  didn't 
know  of  the  action  of  the  City  Council,  or  the 
Finance  Committee  didn't  know  of.  the  neces- 
sities of  this  building  itself,  and  they  actod  in 
ignorance  of  the  wants  of  each  other,  and  a 
certain  amount  of  this  appropriation  was  trans- 
ferred. When  Mr.  McGaragle  presented  his 
claim  he  found  an  empty  treasury  vault.  It  was 
just  simply  the  result  of  accident,  or  it  you  will, 
ignorance.  Ido  not  think  there  is  any  chicanery 
about  the  claim;  If  there  were,  I  would  be 
the  last  one  to  be  on  my  feet  to  defend 
it.  But  I  think  that  the  fact  that  Mr. 
McGaragle  was  not  paid  was  duo  simply  to 
a  combination  of  circumstances  over  which  the 
people  had  no  control.  Itwas  simply  that  when 
the  order  was  given,  the  person  who  gave  the 
order  knew  that  he  had  a  large  appropriation 
there;  but  before  the  hill  was  presented  the 
City  Council,  in  its  wisdom,  saw  fit  to  transfer 

from  this' large  appropriation  an  a unt  which 

left  a  deficit,  if  Mr.  McGaragle's  claim  was  paid, 
I  do  not  think  there  is  any  difficulty  about  the 
legality  of  the  claim  at  all. 

Mr.  Sanger— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  7  how  long  it  was  after  the 


work  was  performed  before  the  bill  for  these 
services  was  presented? 

Mr.  Whall— I  have  already  told  the  gentle- 
man m  the  third  division  that  I  was  acquainted 
more  with  the  legal  aspects  of  the  ease,  than 
with  the  historical  aspects.  I  do  not  know  how 
long.  I  know  only  the  facts  relating  to  the  law. 
I  think  it  was  about  four  months.  I  think  the 
bill  was  contracted,  probably  two  or  three 
months  before  the  transfer  was  made,  and  right 
upon  the  heels  of  the  transfer  the  biil  was  pre- 
sented. I  may  be  wrong  as  regards  the  dates, 
but  as  far  as  the  law  and  equity  of  the  case  are 
concerned,  lam  not.  I  know  my  genial  friend 
who  is  accestomed  to  jump  up  in  the  fourth  di- 
vision—my  genial  friend,  Mr.  Ladd— will  see 
that  in  equity  and  law  we  should  pay  to  every 
honest  man  every  dollar  honestly  due  him  from 
the  city  of  Boston. 

Mr.  Leahy— I  do  not  know  anything  of  the 
merits  of  this  particular  case,  but  from  the  read- 
ing of  the  order  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  a  just 
claim.  The  order  says  that  we  are  to  pay  him  a 
certain  amount  on  account  of  work  performed 
and  materials  furnished  outside  of  the  contract. 
He  is  to  receive  some  $424  for  extra  work.  Now 
I  know  from  my  experience  on  committees,  and 
especially  the  Committee  on  Schools  and  School- 
houses,  that  it  is  not  an  extraordinary  tiling  to 
pay  contractors  for  extra  work.  It  is  an  ordin- 
ary and  often  necessary  thing  to  do.  Almost  in- 
variably they  pay  contractors  for  extra  work. 
They  cannot  always  come  right  close  to  the 
amount  of  the  contract.  I  know  one  instance 
where  there  has  been  a  very  large  sum 
paid  outside  of  a  contract  in  Charles- 
town,  and  I  think  this  is  just  about  such 
another  case  as  that.  To  my  mind  there 
is  no  question  but  that  this  firm  would 
have  got  this  four  hundred  and  odd  dollars  they 
ask  for  had  the  original  appropriation  been  large 
enough.  The  trouble  was  there  was  not  suffi- 
cient money  appropriated  in  the  first  place 
This,  I  understand,  is  the  only  reason  why  the 
firm  was  not  paid.  As  I  understand  the  rule 
in  the  Architect's  Department  now  is  that  they 
will  not  commence  any  building  until  they  get 
appropriated  a  sum  sufficient  to  complete  it. 
That  is  the  state  of  affairs  this  year,  and  it  is  to 
be  the  rule  in  the  future.  As  an  illustration  of 
that  rule,  the  Horace  Mann  sehoolhouse  has  not 
been  commenced  bcause  a  sufficient  sum  to  com- 
plete it  has  not  been  appropriated. 

Mr.  Richards— I  should  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  7,  Mr.  Whall,  whether  the  city 
architect  has  been  consulted  as  to  whether  he 
has  sufficient  money  with  which  to  carry  on  his 
department  for  the  balance  of  the  year?  I  see 
the  balance  is  $70!).  and  $ 424  are  here  appropri- 
ated to  pay  this  claim. 

Mr.  Whall — For  the  third  time  I  will  have  to 
say  to  the  gentleman  that  in  this  matter  I  have 
only  studied  the  legal  aspect  of  the  case,  and  I 
have  not  studied  the  historical  aspects.  I  do 
not  know  whether  the  city  architect  lias  got  one 
dollar  or  $15  or  $150  or  $1500  in  his  appropriation. 
The  only  thing  1  know  is  this:  that,  here  is  a 
poor  firm  of  hard-working  artisans  to  whom  the 
city  of  Boston  owes  over  $400.  Now  tho  question 
is  whether  we,  a  large  city.can  with  a  due  sense 
of  justice,  all ord  to  deny  payment  of  a  bill  to  a 
couple  of  men  who  are  working  for  their  living. 
1  do  not  believe  we  can  afford  to  do  it,  anil  that 
is  why  I  am  on  my  feet  tonight.  I  believe  the 
city  of  Boston  is  solvent,  notwithstanding  all 
the  opinions  we  get  from  the  gilt-domed  edifice 
on  Beacon  hill.  1  believe  we  can  pay  our  bills, 
and  that  if  they  bring  our  lax  limit  down  to 
even  $5  you  will  find  generous  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton who  will  come  forward  and  furnish  us  with 
money  to  pay  our  bills  even  if  we  cannot  raise  it 
by  taxation. 

Mr.  Atwood- I  should  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  7  if  he  knows  the  firm  of  Mc- 
Garnglc  &  Co.?  I  understand  there  is  no  such 
firm  m  existence.  Ho  says  they  :ur  ]ioor  men. 
I  would  like  to  know  where  they  are  located 
and  where  is  their  place  of  business? 

Mr.  Whall— I  am  very  glad  that  some  gentle- 
man has  asked  mi' an  historical. question  which 
I  can  answer.  There,  is  such  a  firm  as  Mctiaia- 
gle  &  Co.    If  the  gentleman    will   lake  a  walk 

s etiine,  and  use  the  pedal   extremities  with 

which  nature  has  provided  bini,  and  oscil- 
late them  through  Court  street,  and  then 
down  Charilon  street;  and  if  he  knows  his 
left  haml  from  his  right  hand,  he  will  find  upon 
his  left  hand  as  ho  goes  down  Chardon  street 


MARCH     18,     1887 


359 


this  firm  of  McGaragle  &  Co.  He  will  find  them 
down  there,  and  he  will  find  their  sign.  I  don't 
know  whether  they  are  in  the  directory  or  not ; 
oftentimes  it  is  a  mark  of  a  man's  honesty  to 
have  his  name  omitted  from  the  directory. 

.Mr.  W.  ri.  Murphy — I  rise  to  a  point  of  or- 
der. The  gentleman  from  Ward  7  is  not  address- 
ing the  Chair. 

Mr.  Richards— Various  questions  have  been 
asked  here  tonight  in  regard  to  this  matter,  and 
no  answers  have  been  obtained.  Therefore  I 
think  this  matter  had  better  be  referred  to  some 
other  committee.  I  move  it  be  referred  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee  to  ascertain  as  to  the  le- 
gality of  the  claim,  and  whether  there  is  suffi- 
cient money  in  the  Architect's  Department  ap- 
propriation to  meet  the  proposed  payment  of 
this  claim. 

Mr.  Foss— I  hope  this  will  not  be  referred. 
This  is  as  honest  a  claim  as  was  ever  presented 
to  the  city  of  Boston.  The  gentleman  asks  who 
McGaragle  &  Co.  are.  Why,  Mr.  P.  F.  McGar- 
agle was  a  representative  in  this  city  govern- 
ment for  five  years — long  before  some  gentle- 
men here  were  thought  of  as  politicians.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  government  for  four  or 
five  years.  He  has  done  various  jobs  of  work 
for  the  city  of  Boston.  Now  there  is  no  question 
about  the  legality  of  this  claim,  but  the  reason 
the  citv  of  Boston  has  not  got  the  money  was 
because  Mr.  Dodge,  our  city  auditor,  saw  fit  to 
transfer  a  considerable  amount  to  some  other 
object,  without  knowing  that  there  was  an  ac- 
count standing  to  McGaragle  &  Co.  He  didn't 
see  fit  to  come  before  the  Committee  on  Claims 
immediately,  and  tried  to  get  the  money 
some  other  way.  This  matter  has  now  been 
waiting  a  long  time,  the  parties  thinking 
there  was  some  other  way  out  of  it.  He  talked 
with  Mr.  Vinal  about  it  and  Mr.  Vinal  said 
he  was  going  to  pay  it,  but  they  finally  found 
out  that  the  only  way  was  to  come  before,  the 
Committee  on  Claims.  This  is  as  honest  a  bill 
as  was  ever  presented  to  the  city  of  Boston,  and 
there  is  no  reason  wdiy  the  order  should  not  pass 
tonight  and  the  account  be  paid.  There  is  no 
member  of  this  government  that  watches  the 
treasury  more  closely  than  Mr.  Blume,  and  he 
voted  with  the  committee  to  pay  this  claim  and 
charge  it  to  the  appropriation  for  Architect's 
Department. 

Mr.  Frost — I  rise  for  information.  I  should 
like  to  be  informed  when  this  work  was  done- 
how  long  ago? 

Mr.  Whall— I  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  hope,  Mr.  President,  that  the 
previous  question  will  not  be  ordered.  I  have 
been  accused  of  opposing  the  payment  of  this 
bill.  I  certainly  wish  to  put  myself  on  record  as 
not  opposing  the  payment  of  this  bill,  because  I 
have  not  yet  been  able  to  find  out  anything 
about  it.  That  is  the  only  thing  that  I  ask  for — 
information  in  regard  to  this  bill.  I  do  not  care 
who  McGaragle  &  Co.  are.  That  makes  no  dif- 
ference to  me.  I  do  not  care  where  their  place 
of  business  is  located,  and  I  do  not  care  what 
their  status  is.  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  that. 
I  rise  here  simply  to  find  out  what  this  work 
was  that  has  been  done,  and  who  ordered  it 
done.  Those  two  things  I  have  not  yet  found 
out;  and  I  think,  that  in  justice  to  myself  and 
to  other  members  of  the  Council  who  are  igno- 
rant in  this  matter,  we  should  have  further 
time  to  consider  it.  I  had  thought  that  it 
would  be  a  wise  thing  to  assign  it  to  the  next 
meeting,  but  I  am  perfectly  content  to  refer  it  to 
the  Committee  on  Judiciary  as  the  gentleman 
upon  my  right  has  requested.  I  would  like  also 
to  add  an  amendment  to  that  motion,  that  they 
be  required  to  ascertain  who  authorized  this 
charge,  and  also— 

Mr.  Whall— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
previous  question  having  been  moved,  the  gen- 
tleman cannot  make  a  motion. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

Mr.  Ladd-I  shall  vote,  Mr.  President,  for  its 
reference  to  the  Judiciary  Committee.  I  am 
opposed  to  the  previous  question  at  the  present 
time.  As  I  have  stated,  all  I  want  is  information. 
If  it  is  an  honest  bill,  no  man  in  this  Council  is 
more  ready  to  order  it  paid  than  I  am.  I  have 
information,  Mr.  President,  that  the  firm  of 
McGaragle  &  Co.,  are  not  in  the  directory  at  all. 

Mr.  Leary — I  hope  the  motion  to  refer  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee  will  not  prevail.  I  think 
it  will  be  an  insult  to  the  committee — 

Mr.  Whall— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.    The 


question  before  the  house  is,  shall  the  main 
question  be  ordered?  The  gentleman  is  debat- 
ing the  question  of  reference,  and  that  is  not  in 
order. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

Mr.  Leary— I  was  trying  to  show  reasons  why 
it  should  be  ordered.  I  think  that  after  the  de- 
cision of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  and  remem- 
bering that  we  have  a  mayor  who  considers 
these  matters  so  carefully,  there  will  be  no  harm 
in  passing  it. 

Mr.  Whitmore— 1  hope  that  the  motion  for 
the  previous  question  will  prevail,  because  it 
will  cut  off  reference  to  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee. And,  sir,  1  think  that  that  ought  not  to  take 
place,  because  it  does  not  seem  that  that  is  a 
proper  committee  to  which  to  send  it.  If  every 
time  the  Committee  on  Claims  has  adjudicated 
upon  a  matter,  it  must  go  to  another  committee, 
you  might  as  well  abolish  the  Committee  on 
Claims.  And,  sir.  if  the  Council  is  not  satisfied 
with  the  action  of  that  committee,  they  ought 
either  to  vote  it  down  or  recommit  it  to  them. 
Therefore  I  hope  the  motion  for  the  previous 
question  will  be  carried,  and  that  we  will  have 
a  square  vote  without  referring  the  matter  to 
any  other  committee. 

Mr.  McNary— Mr.  President— I  hope  the 
motion  for  the  previous  question  will  not  be 
carried,  because  I  should  like  to  see  the  matter 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary; 
and  I  hope  that  we  shall  have  a  square  vote  that 
the  motion  will  not  be  carried,  because  by  hav- 
ing the  matter  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  it  will  have  an  opportunity  to 
hear  what  there  is  in  this  case.  Questions  have 
been  asked  without  number,  to  which  no  satis- 
factory answers  have  been  given.  Therefore  I 
hope  the  motion  for  the  previous  question  will 
not  prevail,  but  that  we  will  refer  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Fottler— I  hope  the  previous  question 
will  not  be  ordered.  I  wish  to  say  a  word  or  two 
on  this  matter.  In  the  first  place,  I  am  certain- 
ly glad  my  colleague  asked  for  some  informa- 
tion this  evening,  and  I  am  very  sorry  to  see  my 
friend  from  Ward  7  try  to  suppress  it.  Now 
from  what  we  have  learned  during  the  time 
this  debate  has  been  going  on.  it  seems  to  me  to 
be  a  claim  for  old  work  that  McGaragle  &  Co. 
did  long  ago,  and  that  the  claim  was  dropped, 
and  now  somebody  else  has  taken  up  this  claim 
and  is  pushing  it  for  all  it  is  worth.  I  hope  the 
matter  will  be  assigned  to  the  next  meeting, 
when  we  all  may  have  more  light  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  Foss— I  hope  the  previous  question  will 
prevail.  For  the  information  of  the  gentleman 
in  the  other  end  of  the  rail,  Mr.  Ladd,  I  tell  him 
what  I  told  the  Council,  that  this  was  some 
work  given  out  by  Mr.  Bateman,  the  previous 
architect,  and  itwas  completed  under  Mr.  Vinal. 
And  for  the  information  of  she  gentlemen  who 
don't  know  who  McGaragle  &  Co.  are,  here  is  a 
directory  for  1883,  with  McGaragle  &  Co.  at  5G 
Cbardon  street. 

Mr.  Atwood— That  is  P.  F.  McGaragle  &  Co. 

Mr.  Foss— Mr.  P.  F.  McGaragle  of  the  firm  of 
McGaragle  &  Co.  came  before  the  Committee 
on  Claims.  They  are  the  only  ones  who  have  a 
right  to  this  money  and  they  could  get  an  in- 
junction against  it  being  paid  to  any  one  else. 

Mr.  Fottler— Then  I  would  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  why  the  claim  has  not  been  pressed 
before? 

Mr.  Foss — The  gentleman  wants  to  know  why 
the  claim  has  not  been  pressed  before.  That  is 
McGaragle  &  Co.'s  business  why  it  was  not 
pressed  before.  If  they  saw  fit  to  wait,  hoping 
some  other  means  would  be  employed,  or  if  they 
saw  fit  to  attempt  to  make  some  arrangement 
anil  try  to  settle  with  Mr.  Vinal,  that  was  their 
right.  But  the  city  of  Boston  owes  this  money, 
and  there  is  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be 
voted  to  pay  it  tonight  if  it  is  to  be  paid  at 
all. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Murphy— Mr.  President— I  sl'nild 
like  to  ask  the  gentleman  a  question. 

The  President — The  time  for  debate  has  ex- 
pired. 

Mr.  Wilson- Mr.  President— I  would  move 
that  the  time  be  extended  so  that  the  gentle- 
man may  have  an  opportunity  to  make  his 
remarks. 

Mr.  Whall— I  raise  the  point  of  order,  that 
the  time  for  debate  having  expired,  the  gentle- 
man has  no  right  to  make  the  motion. 
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The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

The  motion  to  order  the  main  question  was 
declared  lost.  Mr.  Whitmore  doubted  the  vote, 
the  Council  was  divided,  22  in  favor,  26  against, 
and  the  motion  was  declared  lost.  Mr.  Foss 
doubted  the  vote  and  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Considerable  time  having 
elapsed  and  there  being  some  noise  and  dis- 
turbance I  will  inquire  what  the  main  question 
is. 

The  President — The  question  is  now  on  the 
motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7. 
The  question  is,  shall  the  main  question  be  now 
put. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  Council  refused 
to  order  the  main  question ;   yeas  24,  nays,  26 : 

Yeas — Cochran,  Desmond,  Fisher,  Foss,  P.  J. 
Gallagher,  Haggerty,  Hayes,  Leary,  McEnaney, 
McKenna,  W.H.  Murphy.  Norton.  Perry.  C.  C. 
Powers,  E.  J.  Powers,  Reilly.  Shaw,  J.  H.  Sulli- 
van, R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Tracey,  Tuttle, 
Whall,  Whitmore— 24. 

Nays — Atwood,  Bowman.  Burr,  Carroll,  Cars- 
tensen,  Chamberlain,  Dolan,  Duggan,  Fottler, 
Fowler,  Frost,  J.  Gallagher.  Ladd,  Lattimore, 
Lauten,  McNary,  J.  J.  Murphy.  Nunan,  Perkins. 
Richards.  Sanger  Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  Teevens, 
Webster,  Wilson— 26. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Barry,  Blume,  Clark, 
Coleman,  Connolly,  Coyle,  Davern,  Dewey, 
Dunn,  Gomez,  Harrington,  Keliher,  Kelley, 
Kennedy,  Light,  Mahoney,  F.  Morison,  F.  R. 
Morrison,  J.  Murphy,  O'Mealey,  Short,  Thayer— 
22. 

Mr.  Whall- I  move  that  the  matter  be  as- 
signed to  the  next  meeting  at  8.30  o'clock. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  move  that  the  matter  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Judiciary  Committee  with  in- 
structions to  ascertain  whether  this  is  a  just  and 
legal  claim. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  think  that  the  cause  of 
argument  tonight  was  the  fact  that  some  mem- 
bers did  not  understand  the  question,  and  I 
think  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  has  made  tbe 
best  motion  that  can  be  made  at  this  time ;  be- 
cause, sir,  the  reason  why  opposition  was  made 
to  this  order  was  the  fact  that  some  gentlemen 
didn't  understand  who  McGaragle  &  Co.  were, 
ana  also  had  some  differences  in  regard  to  the 
information  given.  Between  this  time  and  the 
time  the  order  is  considered  at  the  next  meet- 
ing those  gentlemen  wishing  to  investigate  the 
matter  will  thoroughly  understand  it  and  then 
can  pass  upon  this  claim  more  intelligently. 
Therefore  Ihope  this  motion  will  prevail.  Gen- 
tlemen will  understand  that  this  matter  must 
go  over  to  the  next  meeting,  and  that  the  argu- 
ment was  because  of  the  absence  of  members  of 
the  committee.  I  would  also  say  that  it  is  not 
proper  to  refer  to  another  committee  a  report 
that  has  been  unanimously  made  by  a  stand- 
ing committee.  If  such  an  order  should  pass  it 
would  send  it  to  another  committee  who  would 
investigate  what  the  Committee  on  Claims 
have  already  investigated.  I  think  it  would  be 
discourteous  to  send  this  order,  reported  in  by 
one  committee,  to  another  committee,  for  them 
to  investigate  what  has  been  already  investiga- 
ted. I  think  every  gentleman  must  admit  this 
fact,  that  courteous  treatment  of  any  member 
of  this  Council  would  advise  us  to  assign  this 
order,  as  the  gentleman  has  moved,  until  8.30  at 
our  next  meeting.  I  hope  that  the  Council  will 
in  consideration  of  all  the  facts,  make  the  as- 
signment and  allow  the  matter  to  go  over  until 
the  next  meeting  at  the  time  Mr.  Whall  stated. 

Mr.  McNary— I  hope  that  the  matter  will  not 
be  assigned  but  will  be  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee.  While  I  agree  that  it  is  more  or  less 
uncourteous  to  send  a  report  like  this  to  another 
committee,  I  think  that  under  the  circumstances 
it  is  eminently  justifiable.  Attempts  have  been 
made  this  evening  to  get  information  in  regard 
to  this  matter,  and  they  have  been  unsuccessful, 
and  that  is  notoriously  the  fact.  I  would  re- 
mind the  gentleman  from  Ward  22  that  what  is 
everybody's  business  is  nobody's  business:  and 
very  few  of  us  here,  not  having  special  charge  of 
the  matter,  would  be  likely  to  assume  the  task 
of  looking  into  it,  and  giving  it  the  attention 
that  a  committee  having  special  charge  of  it 
would.  I  think  that  they  can  look  into  the  facts 
and  come  to  a  proper  conclusion.  As  that  com- 
mittee is  constituted  as  it  is,  they  will  undoubt- 
edly be  able  to  arrive  at  a  proper  conclusion, 
after  having  full  knowledge  of  the  facts,  and 


they  can  make  an  intelligent  report,  such  as  we 
do  nor  have  this  evening,  and  will  give  more 
intelligent  answers.  The  answers  tonight  may 
be  intelligible  enough,  but  they  certainly  are  not 
conclusive.  I  hope  that  the  matter  wi  1  not  be 
assigned  but  that  it  will  go  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee, because  I  would  like  to  know  if  possible 
what  has  kept  this  claim  out  of  the  City  Council 
so  long,  and  why  an  attempt  has  not  been  made 
by  Mr.  McGaragle  to  have  the  matter  brought  to 
the  attention  of  the  city  government  before, — 
for  the  claim  has  not  come  before  the  City  Coun- 
cil as  is  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7.  I 
certainly  have  no  knowledge  of  the  matter  my- 
self, and  do  not  know  whether  he  is  entitled  to 
the  money  or  not.  If  I  become  satisfied  that  he 
is  entitled  to  the  money,  after  investigation,  1 
would  most  certainly  vote  that  it  be  paid  to  him, 
because  I  have  some  personal  acquaintance  with 
Mr.  McGaragle,  and  would  like  to  do  him  that 
favor.  If  he  is  entitled  to  that  money  I  think  it 
should  be  given  to  him,  and  I  should  vote  in 
favor  of  it.  If  some  of  the  questions  which  have 
been  put  this  evening  had  been  properly  an- 
swered, I  should  not  be  opposing  this  matter; 
and  as  soon  as  I  become  satisfied  that  it  is  all 
right,  I  shall  vote  in  favor  of  it.  But  I  have  not 
been  satisfied  that  it  is  all  right,  and  other  gen- 
tlemen here  have  not  been  satisfied,  and  we 
could  not  satisfy  ourselves  between  now  and  the 
next  meeting.  I  certainly  have  not  had  an  op- 
portunity to  look  into  the  matter  in  connection 
with  my  regular  business.  If,  however,  it  is 
sent  to  the  committee,  they  can  take  charge  of 
it,  and  necessarily  must  see  to  it.  I  hope  that  it 
will  be  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  and 
not  assigned. 

Mr.  Leary — I  hope  that  the  reference  will  not 
be  made  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  as  I  have 
said  before  this  evening.  The  Committee  on 
Claims  have  decided  this  matter;  and, 
as  Mr.  Wilson  stated  in  the  first  part 
of  the  evening,  His  Honor  the  Mayor  scruti- 
nizes such  reports  as  this  very  carefully  before 
he  gives  them  his  approval.  If  it  goes  into  his 
office,  and  he  becomes  satisfied  that  it  should 
not  be  paid,  he  will  veto  it  and  it  will  come 
back.  There  is  no  doubt  of  that.  I  do  not 
think  that  it  should  be  referred  to  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee  or  anyone  else.  I  think  my- 
self it  is  a  just  claim.  It  says  "for  work  outside 
of  the  contract."  As  I  said  before  it  is  impossi- 
ble for  any  one  to  come  close  within  the  con- 
tract at  all  times,  and  every  day  in  the  year  we 
have  had  cases  where  contracts  exist,  where 
hist  such  a  state  of  affairs  has  come  about  as 
here.  I  hope  it  will  be  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting,  and  some  of  these  gentlemen  who  are 
so  anxious  to  find  out  the  exact  facts  can  have 
an  opportunity  to  look  into  the  matter  and  get 
the  whole  history  of  it.  In  regard  to  the  firm  of 
McGaragle  &  Co.,  I  understand  that  they  are 
building  a  bridge  on  the  Public  Garden.  I  do 
not  know  whether  it  is  the  same  firm  or  not, 
but  there  is  a  firm  of  that  name  building  a 
bridge. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— The  reason  why  I  think 
that  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7 
should  prevail  is  from  the  fact  that  one  of  the 
Republican  members  on  the  Claims  Committee 
should  he  treated  with  some  courtesy.  He  is 
not  present  tonight,  and  if  I  understand  rightly 
from  what  has  been  said  by  one  of  the  Claims 
Committee  who  is  present,  he  is  in  favor  of  the 
report  and  has  signed  it.  I  suppose  if  he  had 
been  here  he  would  have  stood  up  and  given  in- 
formation in  regard  to  it,  as  one  of  the  commit- 
tee has  endeavored  to  do  tonight.  But  I  think 
that  Mr.  Blume,  through  his  long  experience  on 
the  Claims  Committee,  should  be  treated  with 
some  consideration;  and  his  Republican  asso- 
ciates especially  would  guarantee  the  fact  that 
lie  would  give  us,  if  he  were  here,  a  statement 
that  would  be  somewhat  satisfactory.  Mr. 
Blume  is  not  present  tonight,  but  I  trust  that 
after  the  reading  of  the  argument  urged  against 
the  order,  he  will  be  present  at  the  next 
meeting,  undoubtedly,  and,  as  I  have 
said,  after  the  examination  ho  has  given 
to  it,  he  will  give  us  a  careful  explana- 
tion of  why  be  considers  the  order  should  pass. 
For  myself  I  must  say  that  I  think  the  gentle- 
men who  rose  in  opposition  had  good  grounds 
for  asking  the  questions  which  they  did  from 
the  manner  in  which  the  report  has  been  drawn 
up.  The  report  distinctly  states  something 
"outside  of  the  contract."  I  think  that  the  read- 
ing of  the  report  is  bad,  and  therefore  say  that 
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they  have  good  grounds  for  rising  and  asking 
the  questions.  But,  sir,  the  chairman  ot  the 
Claims  Committee  will  be  here,  I  believe,  at  the 
next  meeting,  and  he  will  give  a  clear  explana- 
tion with  regard  to  a  report  that  he  has  placed 
his  signature  to.  I  say  that  it  would  be  uncour- 
teous  to  him,  and  would  be  uncourteous  to  the 
Claims  Committee,  and  would  place  the  Judici- 
ary Committee  in  a  peculiar  light  if  we  should 
refer  this  matter  to  them.  Because  they  have  in- 
vestigated this  matter  and  made  a  report  upon 
it,  and  if  another  committee  should  be  asked  to 
investigate,  surely  it  would  not  be  right  to  have 
another  committee  investigate  and  have  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Claims  thrown  over. 
I  do  not  think  it  would  be  courteous  that  this 
report  shall  be  thrown  over  until  the  committee 
shall  have  had  a  fair  opportunity  to  give  an  ex- 
planation. Therefore  I  hope  that  the  matter 
will  be  assigned  to  next  Thursday  evening. 

Mr.  Bowman— I  am  in  favor  of  the  assignment 
but  not  of  the  reference.  I  voted  for  the  pre- 
vious question,  not  because  I  did  not  have  full 
confidence  in  the  Claims  Committee,  but  be- 
cause I  knew  little  or  nothing  about  tbe  matter, 
and  I  thought  that  in  the  week  we  might  have 
to  look  into  it,  we  would  have  plenty  of  time  to 
consider  it,  and  come  here  next  week  and  vote 
intelligently.    I  hope  it  will  be  assigned. 

Mr.  Richards— I  hope  the  matter  will  not  be 
assigned,  but  will  be  referred  to  a  special  com- 
mittee, like  that  of  the  judiciary,  for  the  reason 
that  the  Committee  on  Claims  tonight  have  not 
made  a  proper  report,  have  not  given  us  all  the 
facts  in  the  case,  and  when  the  question  was 
asked  if  the  Architect's  Department  had  enough 
money  with  which  to  pay  this  claim  no  one 
could  answer  the  question.  Now  the  Committee 
on  Claims  ought  to  be  able  to  answer  that  ques- 
tion if  they  report  in  favor  of  taking  it  from  the 
Architect's  Department.  I  think  also  the  legal 
aspects  of  the  case  might  not  properly  come 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  but  within  the  purview  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary,  being  composed  of  a  body 
of  lawyers,  and  they  could  give  us  a  clearer 
statement  of  the  facts,  so  that  we  could  act  in- 
telligently upon  the  whole  matter  when  it  came 
before  us.  I  think  if  we  leave  it  to  them  we  can 
get  a  clearer  statement  and  that  it  will  be  un- 
derstood much  more  thoroughly  than  if  it  is  left 
to  each  of  us  individually  to  look  up  for  our- 
selves. 

The  motion  to  assign  to  the  next  meeting  at 
half-past  8  was  declared  carried.  Mr.  Richards 
doubted  the  vote,  and  called  for  a  verification 
by  yeas  and  nays.  The  yeas  and  nays  were  or- 
dered and  the  motion  to  assign  was  carried ; 
yeas  36,  nays  21 : 

Yeas — Barry,  Bowman,  Carroll,  Carstensen, 
Chamberlain,  Cochran,  Coleman,  Desmond, 
Dolan,  Fisher,  Foss,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gal- 
lagher, Haggarty,  Hayes,  Lauten,  Leary,  Mc- 
Enaney.  McKenna,  F.  Morison.  F.  R.  Morrison, 
W.  H.  Murphy,  Norton,  Perry.  E.  J.  Powers, 
Reilly.  Sanger,  Shaw,  Short.  R.  Sullivan,  Sund- 
berg,  Teevens,  Tracey,  Tuttle.  Whall,  Whit- 
more— 36. 

Nays— Atwood,  Burr,  Connolly,  Davern.  Dug- 
gan,  Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost,  Ladd,  Lattimore, 
McNary,  J.  J.  Murphy,  Nunan.  Perkins,  C.  C. 
Powers,  Richards.  Snow.  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sul- 
livan, Webster,  Wilson— 21. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Blume,  Clark.  Coyle, 
Dewey,  Dunn,  Gomez,  Harrington,  Keliher, 
Kelley,  Kennedy,  Light,  Mahoney,  J.  Murphy. 
O'Mealey.  Thayer— 15. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 
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29.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
and  order  to  amend  order  approved  Dec.  28, 
1880,  for  the  sale  of  land  on  West  Newton  street 
and  West,  Rutland  square,  by  striking  from  said 
order  the  word  "forever."  and  inserting,  after 
the  words  "maintain  upon  the  premises."  the 
words  "for  a  period  of  at  least  15  years,"  and,  af- 
ter the  words  "for  which  said  institution  was  in- 
corporated," a  condition  providing  that  the  cor- 
poration shall  pay  an  additional  75  cents  per 
toot  for  said  land,  if  at  any  time  after  said  15 
years  the  same  is  sold  or  diverted  to  other  uses 
than  those  specified  in  the  order. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 
Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

The  East  Concord  Street  Restrictions. 

30.  Report  accepted  of  Committee  on  Public 


Lands,  and  order  (on  petition  of  James  McCor- 
mick  and  others)  to  modify  a  condition  in  cer- 
tain deeds  of  estates  on  East  Concord  street,  so 
as  to  permit  the  projection  of  swell  or  octagon 
fronts  or  bay  windows.  Also  a  minority  report 
recommending  leave  to  withdraw. 

Mr.  Wilson — I  would  like  to  ask  if  there  is  not 
a  minority  report  in  connection  with  that?  If 
so,  I  would  like  to  have  it  read  before  the  report 
is  accepted. 

The  President— The  clerk  will  read  the  mi- 
nority report,  if  it  is  in  his  possession. 

The  clerk  read  the  minority  report. 

Mi\  Fowler— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  It  is 
impossible  to  hear  anything  while  there  is  so 
much  noise  going  on. 

The  President— The  members  of  the  Council 
will  please  preserve  order.  The  messenger  will 
please  close  the  door  to  the  ante-room. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  move  you,  sir,  that  the  minor- 
ity report  be  substituted  for  that  of  the  major- 
ity, and  be  accepted,  and  I  would  state  a  few 
reasons  for  my  motion.  Last  year  these  same 
gentlemen  came  before  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands  and  requested  that  the  restrictions 
should  be  taken  off,  so  that  they  might  erect 
their  buildings  without  regard  to  the  six- 
foot  space  in  front  of  their  different  lots. 
These  gentlemen  are  Mr.  McCormick,  Mr. 
Heath,  Mr.  Conden  and  Mr.  Ball.  All  the  land 
at  the  South  End,  as  is  well  known,  or  almost 
all  of  it,  when  sold,  was  sold  under  a  restric- 
tion limiting  the  use  of  the  buildings  for 
a  certain  number  of  years  to  specific  trades 
ana  for  dwelling-house  purposes,  and  there 
was  also  a  restriction  that  no  building 
should  be  erected  in  the  rear  higher  than  one 
story,  and  that  no  building  should  be  erected 
further  forward  than  six  feet  from  the  rear  line 
of  the  sidewalk.  During  the  past  year  numer- 
ous petitions  have  been  considered  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  for  the  release  of  these 
restrictions.  Now  these  restrictions  are  of  two 
kinds.  You  might  call  them  the  front  restric- 
tions and  the  back  restrictions.  Those  restric- 
tions were  put  on  for  the  benefit  of  the  city;  in 
order  that  the  streets  at  the  South  End  might  be 
made  attractive  and  wide,  so  that  the  inhabi- 
tants there  should  have  ample  air  and  light, 
and  so  that  the  streets  should  be  made  at- 
tractive for  the  people.  These  restric- 
tions were  placed  on  the  front  part  of 
the  lot.  As  to  the  rear  portion  of  the  lot,  it  has 
been  the  custom  of  the  committee  on  these  peti- 
tions that  have  come  in  at  various  times  always 
ta  release  those  restrictions.  The  committee 
consider  that  it  is  for  the  welfare  of  the  city  of 
Boston  that,  owing  to  the  character  of  the  South 
End  having  been  changed  so  much,  that  rear 
portion  of  the  lot  should  be  in  every  instance 
built  upon,  if  the  owners  see  fit  to  place  their 
money  there,  because  by  so  doing  they  add  to 
the  taxable  value  of  all  the  land  in  their  neigh- 
borhood. So  in  every  case  the  restrictions  have 
been  taken  off  of  the  rear  lots.  In  almost  every 
instance  where  a  petition  has  come  in  to  take 
restrictions  off  a  rear  lot  it  has  been  granted. 
The  few  instances  where  the  petitions  have  been 
granted  have  been  where  no  persons  have  ob- 
jected or  could  be  injured  in  any  way,  shape  or 
manner.  I  know  of  but  a  single  instance  where 
restrictions  have  been  taken  off  from  the  front 
of  a  lot,  and  in  that  case  it  was  where  the 
gentleman  owned  the  whole  lot.  But  re-' 
strictions  have  been  taken  off  the  rear, 
I  believe,  in  every  instance.  Now  if  I  have 
learned  anything  in  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  during  the  past  year  it  has  been  this,  and 
Aid.  Carroll  agreed  to  it  last  year:  That  it  was 
for  the  benefit  of  the  city  of  Boston  to  keep  the 
streets  open  and  attractive,  and  not  allow  the 
inhabitants  and  citizens  to  extend  their  build- 
ings over  the  yards  in  front  of  their  houses. 
Mind  yoU(  this  is  the  same  restriction  which  we 
have  considered  time  and  time  again,  and  which 
we  have  refused  to  release  in  almost  every  case. 
These  gentlemen  come  in,  and  the  facts  are 
as  follows;  There  were  five  unoccupied  lots 
on  East  Concord  street  some  years  ago.  Mr. 
McCormick,  a  very  influential  and  wealthy 
gentleman,  proceeded  to  erect  on  one  of  these 
lots — the  most  westerly  lot— an  elegant  and  sub- 
stantial building. 

Mr.  Atwood— I  should  like  to  have  it  so  that 
we  could  hear. 

The  President— The  messenger  will  keep  the 
door  closed. 

Mr.  Wilson— Mr.  McCormick  erected  upon  his 
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lot  a  very  substantial  and  elegant  building',  but 
erecting  his  main  wall  upon  the  six  foot  line  on 
East  Concord  street,  he  projected  an  octagon 
front  into  the  six  foot  space,  thereby  directly 
violating  the  restrictions,  as  what  were  consider- 
ed in  those  days  the  conditions  of  his  deed.  That 
house  remained  there  a  number  of  years  with- 
out any  person  troubling  the  city  of  Boston  to 
release  the  restrictions,  Mr.  McCormick  evident- 
ly considering  that  it  was  well  enough  as  it  was, 
and  he  didn't  want  to  trouble  the  city  of  Boston. 
Last  year  Mr.  Heath,  a  very  estimable 
gentleman  I  believe,  proceeded  to  throw  out  a 
bay  window  into  his  lot.  Having  got  that  far 
he  found  he  had  violated  the  restrictions  in  his 
deed,  and  being  extremely  anxious  to  release 
himself  from  the  restrictions  be  applied  to  the 
city  of  Boston.  Now  next  and  east  of  Mr. 
Heath  there  are  two  vacant  lots,  one  owned 
by  Mr.  Ball,  the  well-known  attorney,  and  the 
other  at  the  present  time  by  Mr.  Conden.  There 
are  only  two  vacant  lots  now  remaining  on  that 
street,  one  of  which  is  between  Mr.  McCormick's 
house  and  Mr.  Heath's  house.  Now,  Mr.  Heath 
has  come  to  the  city  of  Boston  to  ask  for  a  re- 
lease of  this  restriction,  and  Mr.  Ball  and  Mr. 
Conden  come  in  and  join  in  that  petition.  I  re- 
member distinctly  a  hearing  we  had  last  year, 
when  the  question  was  asked  of  Mr.  Ball, 
"Would  you  object,  Mr.  Ball,  to  having 
the  restriction  taken  off  of  Mr.  Heath's 
house,  and  Mr.  McCormick's  house,  and 
leaving  them  remain  as  they  are  and  letting 
you  remain  as  you  are,  with  the  restriction  on 
your  lot?"  He  said,  "I  certainly  would  oppose 
it.  Why,  that  would  leave  me  in  a  recess,  and 
I  would  be  so  far  back  from  the  front  of 
the  street  that  I  could  not  see  down  the 
street."  The  next  question  was  similar, 
"Mr.  Conden,  will  you  agree  to  let  Mr.  Ball's 
lot  be  released  from  this  restriction,  and  let  it 
stop  there  and  not  demand  it  for  yourself?" 
"Why,  certainly  not.  I  don't  want  to  be  put 
into  a  recess."  And  so  we  came  down  to  the  next 
house  built  on  that  street, — that  of  Mr.  Morse. 
That  house  of  Mr.  Morse's  and  the  others  on  that 
street  were  all  built  apparently  at  one  time,  and 
certainly  all  on  one  plan.  They  were  all  set 
back  from  the  street,  in  accordance  wirth  the 
restriction;  in  fact,  set  back  a  little  more,  I  be- 
lieve, they  were  so  careful  about  it.  So  we  said 
to  these  gentlemen,  Mr.  Ball,  Mr.  McCormick, 
Mr.  Conden  and  Mi-.  Heath :  Gentlemen,  if  you 
will  get  the  assent  or  consent  of  the  other  gen- 
tlemen on  the  street  to  this  petition,  we  shall  be 
very  happy  to  hear  you."  In  pursuance  of  that 
request  on  the  part  of  the  committee  this  peti- 
tion was  drawn  up. 
To  the  Honorable  the    Mayor    and  Aldermen 

and  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston 

and  the   Committee  of  said    city   on    Public 

Lands. 

We,  the  owners  of  estates  on  East  Concord 
street,  in  said  city,  have  no  objection  to  the 
city  government  modifying  the  restrictions  on 
the  four  lots  of  land  situated  on  said  street  be- 
tween Washington  street  and  Harrison  avenue 
and  east  of  the  house  on  said  East  Concord 
street  occupied  by  James  McCormick,  so  that 
buildings  with  octagon  fronts  or  bay  windows 
projecting  within  six  feet  of  said  East  Concord 
street  may  be  built  on  said  lots. 

Boston,  Nov.  19,  188C. 

Signed  by  whom?  This  petition  was  taken 
by  these  gentlemen  in  pursuance  of  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  committee,  to  get  the  assent  of  gen- 
tlemen on  that  street  to  the  release  of  these  re- 
strictions, and  who  did  they  get?  They  brought 
it  back  to  the  committee  signed  by  James  Mc- 
Cormick—of  course  he  is  one  of  the  petitioners 
— E.  J.  States  and  C.  M.  Obst.  Who  are  these 
people?  Mr.  States— I  think  I  give  the  name 
correctly— occupies  the  building  farthest  re- 
moved from  the  lots  in  question,  or  the  corner 
house  on  Harrison  avenue  and  Concord  street. 
Mr,  Obst  owns  a  house  seven  houses  away  from 
Mr.  McCormick's.  That  is.  in  that  street  of  17 
erected  houses,  not  counting  McCormick's  and 
Heath's,  they  get  the  names  of  two  persons  to 
append  to  that  petition,  and  only  two.  Now, 
gentlemen,  it  seems  entirely  unfair  and  im- 
proper that  the  other  gentlemen  on  that  street 
should  be  injured  by  your  action  in  the 
way  proposed.  I  have  but  one  word 
more  tc  add.  At  the  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  last  Monday,  Aid.  Carroll 
said,  speaking  to  Aid.  Smith,  "I  would  like  to 
ask  the  gentleman  a  question:    Wasn't   there 


only  one  objection  before  the  committee?" 
That  is  one  part  of  it.  I  will  answer  that  first. 
Having  suggested  to  these  petitioners  last  year 
that  they  should  receive  the  assent  of  the  own- 
ers on  the  street,  and  they  having  come  in  and 
said  they  couldn't  get  Mr.  Morse's  assent,  his 
being  the  first  house  next  to  Mr.  Conden's  lot, 
and  the  house  most  affected  by  it,  the  commit- 
tee ordered  the  clerk  to  send  this  special  notice 
to  Mr.  Morse,  to  ask  hum  whether  he  had  any 
objection.  Mr.  Morse  came  into  the  Street 
Commissioners'  office,  and  told  the  clerk  he  did 
object  to  this  thing,  and  wished  to  express  his 
objections  to  it,  and  he  did  so.  Now  I  wouldn't 
like  to  ask  the  gentleman  wasn't  there  only  one 
objection  before  the  committee?  Didn't  the 
otheis  come  there  and  say  they  were  satisfied? 
What,  again,  did  Mr.  Carroll  say,  in  answer  to  a 
question- 
Mr.  Whall— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that  no 
member  of  this  branch  has  a  right  to  refer,  per- 
sonally, to  a  member  of  this  branch  or  of  the  co- 
ordinate branch  of  the  government.  I  think  the 
courtesy  of  the  Council  demands  that  when  a 
member  alludes  to  another  member  of  the  gov- 
ernment, he  should  not  do  it  specifically.  lam 
surprised  at  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  with 
the  Knowledge  he  has  of  parliamentary  usage  and 
ordinary  courtesy,  referring  to  another  member 
of  the  government.  1  insist  upon  my  point  of 
order. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  was  going  to  speak  about  the 
part  Aid.  Carroll  took  in  the  debate  in  the  Board 
of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Whall— I  insist  upon  my  point  of  order. 
The  gentleman  has  no  right  to  refer  specifically 
to  a  member  of  the  other  branch  in  debate. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  ask  the 
gentleman  to  refrain  from  such  reference. 

Mr.  Wilson— The  member  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  on  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
in  reply  to  the  other  alderman  on  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands  who  asked  this  question, 
'Has  there  any  notice  ever  been  given  to  the 
abutters  on  the  street  that  this  thing  was  under 
consideration?"  said,  "Yes,  sir."  The  first  alder- 
man asked:  "This  yjar?" 

Mr.  Whall— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  The 
gentleman  has  no  right  to  bring  before  the 
members  of  the  Common  Council  the  proceed- 
ings of  any  meeting  of  a  joint  committee. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  would  say  that  I  am  reading 
from  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  not 
well  taken. 

Mr.  Wilson — I  will  read  it  over  again. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— Has  there  any  notice  ever  been 
given  to  the  abutters  on  the  street  that  this  tiling  was  un- 
der consideration? 

Aid.  Carroll— Yes,  sir. 

Aid.  ('.  w.  Smith— This  year? 

Aid.  Carroll— To  be  sure;  you  saw  them  up  there 
yourself. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  saw  only  one,  and  that  one  ob- 
jected to  it. 

Aid.  Carroll-- I  was  there,  and  I  saw  four  or  Ave. 

Now  there  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  Aid. 
Carroll  believed  what  he  there  expressed;  *here 
is  not  the  slightest  doubt  about  it.  But  I  would 
say,  at  this  point,  that  Aid.  Carroll  was    misled. 

Mr.  Whall— I  dislike  to  interrupt  the  gentle- 
man, but  I  insist  upon  my  point  of  order.  He 
has  no  right  to  refer  personally  to  any  member 
of  the  government. 

The  President— Mr.  Whall,  of  Ward  7. 

Mr.  Whall— My  point  of  order  is  that  he  has 
been  referring  to  an  honorable  member  of  an 
honorable  board— the  Hon.  William  P.  Carroll 
of  the  Hoard  of  Aldermen.  He  has  no  right 
under  the  parliamentary  usage  of  this  body  to 
refer  to  him  personally,  and  Task  the  Chair  to 
sustain  me  in  that. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  will  confine  myself — 

Mr.  Whitmoke— It  seems  to  me  that  the  us- 
age oil'  this  body  bus  not  been  so  strict  as  the 
fent'eman  from  Ward  7  would  ask  to  have  it. 
t  seems  to  me  that  the  public  acts  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  are  so  intimately  connected  with 
the  doings  of  this  body  that  it  is  perfectly  proper 
for  any  gentleman  here  to  refer  to  the  printed 
proceedings  ol  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  I 
think  it  will  be  found  in  looking  at  our  files  that 
such  has  been  our  custom  always.  I  think  the 
gentleman  made  a  good  point  in  the  beginning 
in  saying  that  no  alderman  ought  lo  be  men- 
tioned by  name,  for  the  same  reason  that  no 
member  of  the  Council  is  allowed  to  be  men- 
tioned by  name  in  debate.  But  I  hope,  sir,  that 
we  shall  not  draw  our  lines  so  strictly,  even  if  it 
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be  a  parliamentary  custom,  that  we  may  not 
refer  to  the  published  actions  of  the  other  body. 
I  regret  to  say  that  I  hadn't  followed  the  speech 
of  the  gentleman  from  "Ward  9  so  closely  as  I 
should  have-  but  if  he  refers  only  to  the  printed 
proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  it  seems 
to  me  that  he  is  within  his  right  in  so  doing.  At 
all  events,  sir,  I  should  like  to  have  the  Chair 
consider  what  has  been  the  action  of  the  Coun- 
cil in  former  years. 

Mr.  Whall— If  the  Chair  will  allow  me  on  my 
point  of  order — 

Mr.  Wilson— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I  think 
the  gentleman  is  out  of  order  unless  he  rises  to 
a  point  of  order. 

Mr.  Whall— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  It  is 
this,  that  the  gentleman  has  no  right  to  refer 
specifically  to  any  member  of  the  government, 
but  he  has  a  right— and  I  admit  it,  with  the 
chief-justice  from  Ward  12— to  refer  to  the 
printed  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
and  to  read  them.  But  he  has  no  right  to  state 
what  one  alderman  said  to  him  or  another  al- 
derman said  to  him  in  course  of  committee 
meetings  or  in  private  conversation. 

The  President— The  gentleman  will  try  to 
avoid  that. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  regret  exceedingly  this  in- 
terruption that  has  been  made,  and  will 
endeavor  to  continue  my  remarks.  I  read 
over  these  reinarks  in  the  proceedings  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  for  this  reason, 
that  it  seemed  to  me  the  alderman  from 
the  sixth  district  was  misinformed  when 
he  made  those  statements  in  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, and  I  desired  to  explain  to  the  members  of 
this  Council  how  it  was  that  he  was  misin- 
formed. I  didn't  do  it  with  any  idea  of  criticis- 
ing the  alderman  or  being  unjust  or  acrimoni- 
ous, but  simply  to  explain  why  he  was  misled. 
Now  the  alderman  from  the  sixth  district  was 
misled  in  this  respect.  No  notice  has  been  given 
this  year  of  this  hearing.  The  remonstrants 
were  not  present  at  the  meeting  the  last  time. 
The  three  or  four  gentlemen  seen  there  bv  the 
alderman  from  the  sixth  district  were  not  re- 
monstrants in  any  manner.  They  were  peti- 
tioners. The  alderman  arrived  quite  late  in  the 
session  and  came  in  suddenly,  and  saw  those 
gentlemen  standing  around,— and  he  doubtless 
mistook  the  gentlemen  who  were  there  for 
remonstrants.  He  didn't  understand  who 
the  gentlemen  were  who  were  there.  Now 
I  don't  believe  that  the  gentleman  in- 
tended to  misrepresent  the  fact.  I  don't 
believe  he  stated  anything  he  didn't  believe  was 
true,  and  I  am  glad  he  is  present  here  to  hear 
me,  but  I  do  say  distinctly  I  believe  he  was 
deceived  in  the  character  of  the  persons  who 
were  there.  They  were  not  remonstrants;  on 
the  contrary,  they  were  the  petitioners,  and  they 
were  the  only  persons  there.  Now  it  seems  to 
me  if  the  report  of  the  majority  of  this  commit- 
tee is  to  be  accepted,  we  are  establishing  an  ex- 
ceedingly bad  precedent.  We  are  establishing 
a  precedent  contrary  to  the  one  that  has  been 
established  heretofore,  that  in  no  cases  shall 
restrictions  be  taken  off  front  lots.  Further- 
more, in  this  case  there  is  no  special  reason  why 
the  restriction  should  be  taken  off.  Mr.  Mc- 
Cormick  and  Mr.  Heath  could  not  get  the  re- 
strictions taken  off  their  lot  without  the  re- 
monstrants, Mr.  Ball  and  Mr.  Conden,  because 
Ball  and  Conden  unite  in  this  petition.  It  is  not 
fair  to  take  the  restrictions  off  of  their  land, 
because  by  so  doing  we  are  injuring  the 
gentlemen  who  have  erected  their  buildings 
there  already,  believing  when  they  did  so 
that  the  city  would  remain  firm  in  regard  to 
these  restrictions  now  in  force  upon  the  front 
lots.  Furthermore,  it  seems  to  me,  we  are  doing 
someting  directly  injurious  to  the  city  of  Boston 
in  this  matter.  We  are  allowing  the  abutters  on 
Concord  street  to  narrow  that  street.  If  the  re- 
strictions are  Throughout  the  South  End,  and 
are, of  any  benefit  or  use  to  the  city  of  Boston,  I 
claim  that  there  is  no  more  reason  why  they 
should  be  taken  off  in  this  case  in  preference  to 
others.  Now  I  believe  if  you  gentlemen  desire 
to  create  another  precedent  you  should  come 
out  in  favor  of  having  the  restrictions  taken  off 
throughout  the  South  End,  which  I  believe 
would  be  right,  but  which  would  not  be  in  the 
line  of  the  policy  pursued  last  year.  I  believe  it 
should  be  done,  and  that,  the  restrictions  should 
be  taken  off  everywhere,  but  to  take  them  off  of 
one  or  two  lots,  with  express  injury  toother  peo- 
ple who  have  erected  their  buildings  in  good 


faith,  without  any  especial  reason  being  given 
for  it,  it  seems  to  me  is  unjust  and  unfair,  ami  I 
certainly  trust  that  the  petitioners  will  be  given 
leave  to  withdraw.  I  therefore  renew  my  mo- 
tion to  substitute  the  minority  report  for  that  of 
the  majority. 

Mr.  Desmond— I  hope  no  such  motion  will  pre- 
vail. As  a  member  of  that  committee  and  one 
who  voted  in  favor  of  the  majority  report,  I  dif- 
fer with  the  gentleman  who  has  preceded  me. 
There  was  no  remonstrance  that  appeared  be- 
fore the  committee  this  year,  and  where  that 
petition  comes  from  I  don't  know,  for  as  a  mem- 
ber of  that  committee  I  have  never  seen  or 
heard  of  it  before.  Speaking  of  the  objections 
offered  by  Mr.  Morse  and  the  other  residents  on 
that  street,  I  would  say  that  they  have  not  com- 
plied with  the  restrictions  themselves.  They 
have  set  the  main  wall  of  their  houses  back 
half  a  foot  farther  than  the  restrictions  call  for, 
and  Mr.  Ball,  the  counsel,  and  also  a  petitioner, 
who  represented  the  petitioners  before  the  com- 
mittee, stated  that  all  he  asked  for  was  that  the 
city  remove  the  restrictions.  Mr.  Morse  and  the 
other  residents  of  that  street  who  are  the  ob- 
jectors to  the  petition,  said  that  they  could 
have  redress  in  the  courts,  but  he  said 
that  he  would  take  all  the  responsibility 
of  meeting  them  there,  and  he  would  guarantee 
that  in  10  minutes  he  could  satisfy  any  judge 
that  they  themselves  had  not  complied  with  the 
restrictions  contained  in  the  deed.  It  seems  to 
me  the  majority  report  as  presented  is  the  only 
fair  report  to  accept  this  evening.  Here  is  a  gen- 
tleman who  has  erected  a  building  on  that 
site,  that  is  not  only  an  ornament  to  the  street, 
but  to  the  City  of  Boston,  and  you  should  do  one 
thing  or  the  other — either  compel  him  to  take 
his  house  down,  or  remove  the  restrictions,  and 
I  don't  believe  that  this  Council  is  going  to  com- 
pel any  man  to  go  to  the  expense  of  making  his 
house  and  then  taking  it  down.  As  I  understand 
it,  through  the  negligence  of  the  archnectorthe 
builder,  this  octagon  front  was  placed  two  and 
one-half  feet,  as  I  understand  it,  beyond  the  re- 
strictive line.  The  main  wall  rests  on  the  line, 
as  the  deed  calls  for,  but  through  no  fault  of  his, 
his  building  is  placed  two  and  one-half  feet  be- 
yond the  restrictive  line.  Mr.  Morse  and  the 
gentlemen  who  own  the  land  on  the  other  side, 
and  who  are  the  principal  objectors,  have  no 
legal  claims,  as  the  counsel  for  the  petitioners 
has  represented  that  he  would  take  all  respon- 
sibility, if  the  city  would  only  l'emove  the  re- 
strictions. He  would  attend  to  the  court,  where 
they  would  have  all  the  redress  reauired. 

Mr.  Perkins— I  feel  that  definite  action  of  this 
kind  should  not  be  taken  without  notifying 
every  real  estate  owner  upon  that  street.  I  be- 
lieve if  the  majority  of  them— I  have  not  spoken 
to  any  of  them  at  all,  not  knowing  that  this 
matter  was  coming  up  tonight— but  I  believe 
that  the  most  of  the  real  estate  owners  upon 
that  street,  with  the  exception  of  those  two  or 
three  gentlemen  who  have  built  upon  the  re- 
stricted land,  will  almost  every  one  object  to 
this  petition;  audi  myself  should  think  they 
would.  If  I  owned  a  house  there  with  the  re- 
strictions that  were  upon  it  at  the  time  the  land 
was  sold,  I  certainly  should  object  to  these 
houses  being  built  nearer  the  street,  and  would 
certainly  consider  it  a  damage  to  my  property. 
If  every  real  estate  owner.or  a  majority  of  them, 
upon  that  street,  would  sign  a  paper,  saying 
that  they  would  waive  all  objections,  then  I 
should  be  willing  to  vote  in  favor  of  accepting 
the  majority  report.  But  I  do  think  that  these 
real  estate  owners  have  rights  and  that  they 
should  be  carefully  guarded.  I  have  an  opinion 
and  an  idea  that  even  though  the  city  may  grant 
this,  and  the  majority  report  be  carried  out, 
still  each  one  of  tiie  property  owners  will  have 
rights  at  law  against  any  one  building  in  front 
of  that  line.  We  may  waive  all  objections  as  the 
City  Couucil  of  the  city  of  Boston,  yet  you  can- 
not waive  any  objections  to  rights  which  they 
may  have  in  the  courts.  That  is  a  well  settled 
thing.  In  fact,  I  am  aware  of  some  such  cases. 
I  believe  that  there  have  been  cases  before 
where  the  city  has  released  certain  restrictions 
upon  land,  and  they  have  gone  and  built  up  in 
front  of,  or  in  the  rear,  of  the  adjoining  owners  ; 
and  in  many  cases  the  parties  injured  have 
brought  action,  and  in  almost  every  case  have 
obtained  damages.  I  know  of  some  such  cases 
myself;  and  I  would  say  that  if  I  owned  a  lot 
upon  that  street  and  the  city  gave  me  permis- 
sion to  build  out  there,  upon  that  land,  and  my 
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next  door  neighbors  right  about  me  objected  to 
it,  I  should  feel  that  they  would  be  likely  to 
bring  suit  against  me,  and  I  should  be  willing  to 
pay  something.  Although  the  city  can  remove 
these  restrictions,  and  there  is  no  doubt  about 
it,  yet  the  owners  of  the  land  about  there  can 
bring  suit  in  court,  and  I  think  they  can  obtain 
damages.  I  should  be  perfectly  willing,  if  the 
majority  of  the  owners,  or  every  one  of  them 
could  be  notified,  so  that  they  would  be  able  to 
make  a  protest  or  not,  and  I  should  be  satisfied 
to  vote  for  the  majority  report,  if  no  one  made 
objection,  or  if  a  majority  of  them  didn't  make 
objection.  I  have  no  feeling  in  the  matter,  only 
I  want  it  decided  in  the  proper  way. 

Mr.  Richards— As  I  understand,  there  are  15 
houses  on  that  side  of  the  street,  and  four,  at 
least,  of  these  have  these  restrictions.  Now,  I 
would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman  whether  this 
same  restrictioiilextends  to  all  the  15  houses  on 
that  side  of  the  street  or  not,  because  it  would 
make  some  difference  to  have  four  house!  swith 
the  restriction  and  the  other  11  without? 

Mr.  Wilson— For  the  information  of  the  gen- 
tleman who  hasspoken.I  would  state  that  every 
lot  on  the  east  side  of  Concord  street  has  a  re- 
striction on  it.  Not  only  these  four  houses  have 
a  restriction,  but  every  lot,  whether  there  is  a 
house  on  it  or  not,  has  a  restriction  on  it.  These 
parties  ask  to  have  the  restrictions  taken  off  of 
these  four  lots  or  five  lots. 

Mr.  Gomez— It  seems  to  me  that  during  the 
short  time  we  have  listened  to  this  debate  on 
the  question  of  the  acceptance  of  these  reports 
we  have  had  considerable  eloquence,  oratory  and 
statesmanship  displayed  over  a  very  small  affair. 
This  is  simp]  y  a  matter  of  making  a  mountain  out 
of  a  mole  hill.  I  believe  there  is  a  restrictkm  on 
pretty  nearly  every  lot  of  land  in  Boston,  in  re- 
gard to  bay  windows  and  such  projections  as 
reach  out  over  the  street.  Our  friend  from  Ward 
18  says  that  if  all  the  abutters  upon  that  short 
street,  or  upon  that  part  of  the  street  upon  which 
these  four  petitioners  who  desire  to  erect  their 
bay  windows  are  located,  should  come  forward 
and  sign  a  petition  agreeing  to  this  annex,  or 
whatever  it  may  be,  he  would  be  perfectly  wil- 
ling to  vote  for  the  order  that  is  recommended. 
Now  I  know  for  a  fact  that  they  have  cails  pub- 
lished today  for  people  to  come  forward  and  re- 
monstrate against  the  erection  of  bay  windows, 
and  very  few  people  come  forward  and  offer  any 
objections.  I  think  that  the  beauty  of  Boston 
today  lies  in  her  bay  windows,  her  swell  fronts, 
and  her  castle  fronts.  I  cannot  conceive  how 
the  architecture  of  the  front  of  a  building  which 
is  placed  there  for  the  purpose  of  beautifying  it, 
can  do  anything  to  cause  or  excite  the  anger  of 
neighbors.  I  cannot  see  how  the  swell  fronts 
and  bay  windows  cause  such  trouble  to  localities 
as  to  decrease  the  price  of  land, or  excite  anything 
but  the  animosity  of  people  who  do  not  themselves 
choose  to  go  the  expense  of  beautifying  then- 
fronts.  The  order  from  the  Board  I  think  oughtto 
pass.  I  cannot  see  anything  in  the  report  of  the 
minority  but  a  selfish  desire  to  prevent  some 
people  from  pleasing  themselves  and  adding  a 
little  beauty  to  their  property,  because  there  is 
nothing  in  a  bay  window  that  is  going  to  de- 
crease the  value  of  property  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. Our  finest  streets  in  Boston  appear  as 
they  do  because  they  have  bay  windows,  and 
the  best  streets  and  the  most  valuable  property 
in  Boston  is  made  so  on  account  of  the  sweil 
fronts.  I  think  all  the  argument  I  have  heard 
here  tonight  is  simply  a  vain  effort  to  excite  the 
animosity  of  several  who  probably  object  to  the 
view  of  the  petitioners  for  some  reasons  of  their 
own.  I  see  no  necessity,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  pro- 
longing this  argument,  and  I  move  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Atwood— I  hope  the  gentleman  will  not 
insist  upon  his  motion  for  the  previous  question, 
as  there  may  be  others  who  want  to  speak  on 
this  matter.  As  he  doesn't  seem  to  be  very  con- 
versant with  the  transfer  of  real  estate  and  the 
selling  and  transfer  of  real  estate  from  one 
party  to  another,  I  would  like  to  give  him  a  few 
ideas  in  regard  to  cutting  up  and  selling  real 
estate.  If  he  should  have  a  good  piece  of  prop- 
erty that  he  could  ask  a  good  price  for,  he  makes 
certain  restrictions  in  regard  to  that  property, 
and  says  that  building  shall  be  so  far  back- 
Mr.  Gomez— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I  moved 
the  previous  question,  and  I  press  my  motion. 

Mr.  Atwood— There  are  three  minutes  allowed 
for  debate.  He  makes  certain  restrictions  in  re- 
gard to  that  property,  and  he  expects  to  have 


those  restrictions  observed.  Well,  suppose  one 
man  builds  close  to  the  line  of  the  sidewalk,  the 
second  builds  six  feet  back,  and  the  third  builds 
close  to  the  line  of  the  sidewalk,  that  would 
leave  the  middle  one  in  the  rear.  I  don't  object 
to  erecting  a  house  which  may  be  an  ornament 
to  the  city,  but  these  parties  have  put  up  their 
houses  and  broken  or  overrun  their  restrictions, 
by  law,  which  would  compel  them  to  take  down 
their  buildings.  But,  as  I  understand,  those  op- 
posed don't  ask  anything  on  those  buildings,  but 
they  ask  that  the  other  lots  remaining  shall  be 
held  up  to  the  restrictions  as  laid  down  in  the 
deeds.  If  any  such  action  as  is  proposed  is  taken 
in  regard  to  the  removal  of  restrictions  these 
other  parties  can  obtain  redress  in  the  courts. 
I  think  the  laws  governing  the.  transfer  of  real 
estate  should  be  carried  out  in  this  matter.  I 
think  that  the  parties  having  the  restrictions- 
Mr.  Ladd— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that  ttie 
previous  question  is  not  in  order,  there  being 
nothing  for  the  previous  question  to  be  moved 
on.  There  is  no  subsidiary  question  before  the 
house,  and  therefore  the  previous  question  is 
not  in  order.  The  only  motion  in  order  would 
be  to  close  debate. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  not  well 
taken. 

Mr.  Richards— Mr.  President. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  didn't  understand  that  I  had 
yielded  the  floor. 

Mr.  YVhall— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that  the 
gentleman  was  on  the  floor  to  make  a  point  of 
order,  and  therefore  it  is  not  in  order  for  him  to 
keep  the  floor  for  purposes  of  debate.  I  desire 
the  ruling  of  the  Chair  on  that  point.  He  has 
the  floor  only  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  point 
of  order. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

Mr,  Ladd— Mr.  President. 

The  President— Mr.  Ladd  now  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  trust  that  the  previous  question 
will  not  be  ordered,  because  it  seems  to  me  that 
this  matter  should  be  further  debated.  There 
is  certainly  no  occasion  for  the  city  of  Boston, 
after  it  has  once  entered  into  a  solemn  contract 
with  individuals,  and  they  have  undertaken,  at 
expense  to  themselves,  to  build  their  house  with 
these  restrictions  placed  in  the  deed,  to  step  to 
one  side  and  say  to  those  individuals,  "I  leave 
you  entirely  alone  to  protect  yourselves;  you 
must  fight  these  parties  who  are  damaging 
you."  I  think  that  the  individuals  who  have 
erected  those  buildings  in  accordance  with  deeds 
they  received  from  the  city  of  Boston  are  en- 
titled to  some  consideration. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  and 
I  think  it  is  only  necessary  for  me  to  state  it, 
that  the  gentleman  is  debating  the  main  ques- 
tion, which  is  entirely  contrary  to  parliamen- 
tary law. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken.  The  gentleman  must  confine  himself  to 
the  question  of  whether  the  main  question  shall 
now  be  put. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  was  endeavoring  to  do  so,  and 
shall  endeavor  to  do  so.  I,  as  a  rule,  confine 
myself  as  much  to  the  question  before  the  house 
as  the  gentleman  who  has  seen  fit  to  interrupt 
me,  I  think  that  this  matter  should  be  properly 
debated,  and  for  that  reason,  because  we  ought 
not  to  leave  these  people  to  tight  their  own  bat- 
tles without  any  aid  from  the  city  of  Boston,  I 
hope  that  the  Council  will  not  pass  this  order. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— 1  hope  the  previous  question 
will  not  prevail,  because  I  wish  to  say,  from  the 
minority  report  of  the  committee,  this  order 
should  pass.  [Reading  minority  report.]  I  wish 
to  say,  sir,  that  this  octagonal  projection  over 
the  six-foot  line  will  not  injure  the  course  of 
that  street  and  will  not  cause  any  detriment  to 
the  building  in  that  locality.  Also,  sir,  1  would 
like  to  show  you,  if  the  previous  question  does 
not  prevail,  that  directly  in  front  of  where 
these  buildings  are  to  be  erected  a  sewer- 
Mr.  Ladd— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I  am 
sorry  to  interrupt  the  gentleman,  but  as  I  was 
interrupted  when  I  was  claimed  to  be  debating 
the  mam  question,  I  wish  to  find  out  whether 
the  main  question  is  being  debated  now.  I  think 
it  is. 

The  President— The  gentleman,  as  I  under- 
stand, is  giving  reasons.  In  almost  every  sen- 
tence that  he  utters  he  is  giving  reasons  why 
the  previous  question  should  not  be  put. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  rise  to  a  further  point  of  order, 
that  the  time  for  debate  has  expired. 
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The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken.  The  question  is,  shall  the  main  question 
be  now  put? 

Mr.  Wilson— I  rise  for  information.  I  would 
ask  if  the  ordering  of  the  main  question  cuts  off 
substitution? 

The  President— No,  sir,  it  does  not.  The 
main  question  was  ordered,  and  the  question  is 
on  substituting  the  report  of  the  minority  for 
that  of  the  majority. 

The  motion  to  substitute  the  report  of  the 
minority  for  that  of  the  majority  was  lost.  Mr. 
Wilson  doubted  the  vote,  and  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  which  were  ordered  The  motion  to 
s  ubstitute  was  lost— yeas  18,  nays  37 : 

Yeas— Atwood,  Bowman,  Burr,  Carstensen. 
Chamberlain,  Fowler,  Ladd,  Lattimore,  F.Mor- 
ison,  F.  R.  Morrison,  Norton,  Perkins,  Richards, 
Sanger,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  Webster,  Wilson— 18. 

Nays— Barry,  Carroll,  Cochran,  Coleman,  Con- 
nolly, Davern,  Desmond,  Dolan,  Duggan. 
Fisher,  Foss,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher. 
Gomez,  Harrington,  Hayes,  Kelly,  Kennedy, 
Leary.  McEnaney,  McKenna,  McNary,  J.  J. 
Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Nunan.  Perry,  E  J. 
Powers,  Reilly,  Shaw,  Short,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R. 
Sullivan,  Sundberg.  Teevens,  Tracy,  Whall, 
Whitmore— 37. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Blume,  Clark.  Coyle. 
Dewey,  Dunn,  Fottler.  Frost,  Haggerty,  Keli- 
her,  Lauten,  Light,  Mahoney,  J.  Murphy, 
O'Mealey,  C.  C.  Powers,  Thayer,  Tuttle— 17. 

The  majority  report  was  accepted,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Whall.  The  order  accompanying  the 
majority  report  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
the  question  came  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Richards— I  hope  this  order  will  not  pass. 
The  question  before  us  tonight  is  whether  we  as 
a  Council  here  should-  condone  a  wrong.  Now, 
as  I  understand  it,  Mr.  McCormick  has  know- 
ingly erected  a  bay  window  extended  two  and 
one  half  feet  beyond  the  legal  limit  which  is  per- 
mitted by  the  restriction.  He  has  done  so ;  and 
now,  because  he  has  done  so,  we  are  asked  to 
take  off  the  restriction— not  from  all  the  houses 
on  the  street,  as  I  heard  the  order  read,  but 
for  certain  houses  on  the  street.  Now  there  are 
two  vacant  lots  on  the  street,  and  there  may  be 
two  other  houses  built,  which  may  perhaps 
come  a  good  deal  beyond  the  line,  so  that  these 
houses  will  be  built  beyond  the  legal  limit, 
while  the  rest  of  the  houses— 15, 1  think,  in  num- 
ber— come  within  the  legal  limit.  So  that  you 
have  several  houses  on  the  street  which  will  have 
the  advantage  ol  all  the  other  houses.  Now,  I 
say  that  is  wrong,  and  we  should  not  come  in 
here  and  help  a  man  out  who  has  done  a  wrong 
knowingly  and  against  the  law.  Ibelieve,  there- 
fore, that  this  order  should  not  pass. 

Mr.  Leary  moved  that  debate  now  close. 

The  motion  was  declared  carried.  Mr.  Rich- 
ards doubted  the  vote  and  called  for  the  yea6 
and  nays.  The  yeas  and  nays  were  declared  not 
ordered,  and  the  question  came  on  the  passage  of 
the  order.  The  order  was  passed.  Mr.  Wilson 
doubted  the  vote  and  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  @n  the  passage. 

Mb.  Wilson— On  that  I  believe  I  have  five 
minutes  in  which  to  make  a  few  remarks.  I  de- 
sire the  Council  particularly  to  understand  what 
they  are  doing  in  this  case.  If  they  desire  to  do 
a  kindness  to  Mr.  McCormick,  Mr.  Heath,  Mr. 
Ball  and  Mr.  Conden,  they  can  do  that  kindness 
to  these  men,  but  only  with  great  injustice  to 
others ;  and  by  so  doing  the  Council  is  departing 
from  the  principle  that  has  always  controlled 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  They  are  es- 
tablishing a  precedent  for  all  future  time  by 
their  acts  tonight.  I  would  call  your  attention 
to  the  fact  that  that  has  been  the  general  prin- 
ciple that  has  controlled  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands  in  the  past.  It  has  always  been 
their  policy  that  restrictions  on  the  front 
lots  +hroughout  the  South  End  shall  not 
be  taken  off,  and  that  restrictions  on  the 
rear  lots  shall  be  taken  off  for  the  benefit 
of  the  city  of  Boston.  By  their  vote  here  tonight 
they  are  going  to  change  that  salutary  principle 
and  rule.  If  the  Council  desire  that  the  South 
End  shall  have  restrictions  taken  off  of  every 
house,  no  matter  where  it  is,  so  be  it;  let 
us  do  it.  But  by  so  doing  you  do  not  follow 
the  principle  that  has  been  controlling  your 
committee  in  the  past ;  and  while  they  have  acted 
on  innumerable  cases  of  this  kind  unfavorably, 
you  deliberately  desire  to  change  the  rule  and 
say,  "You  have  not  acted  upon  the  right  princi- 
ple in  the  past,  and  we  desire  to  change   that 


principle  now."  I  must  certainly  construe  a 
vote  to  that  effect  to  show  the  desire  and  senti- 
ment of  the  city  government  of  Boston,  that  re- 
strictions shall  be  taken  off  of  the  South  End 
property,  all  through  the  Back  Bay,  and  I  shall 
act  upon  that  assumption  hereafter,  although 
in  so  doing  you  are  doing  a  gross  injustice  to 
very  many  petitioners  who  came  in  last  year, 
and  who  were  dealt  with  at  every  point,  on  the 
principle  that  the  restrictions  should  not  be 
taken  off  of  the  front  lots,  because  it  was  con- 
sidered for  the  interests  of  the  city  of  Boston 
that  they  should  remain.  It  has  been  deemed 
necessary  that  the  streets  should  not  be  nar- 
rowed or  made  any  more  crowded  in  the  South 
End ;  but  that  the  streets  shall  remain  open 
with  the  grass  plats  in  front  of  the  houses ;  and 
I  therefore  hope  that  the  order  will  not  pass. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  shall  vote  in  favor  of  ac- 
cepting the  majority  report ;  and  yet  I  hope  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  9  will  not  construe  my 
motive  as  having  a  desire  that  all  restrictions  in 
the  South  End  should  be  taken  off.  I  voted  for 
the  majority  report  because  this  building  is 
directly  opposite  a  street  upon  which  no  build- 
ing can  he  built.  It  is  on  a  street  the  opposite 
side  of  which  can  have  no  building  put 
upon  it,  and  therefore  it  will  not  crowd  or  in- 
convenience anybody  on  that  street.  All  the 
buildings  on  that  street— with  which  I  am  thor- 
oughly acquainted— or  most  of  them  have  bay 
windows.  One  objection  urged  to  the  accept- 
ance of  the  majority  report  is,  that  it  it  is  adopt- 
ed, some  of  the  people  there  cannot  see  up  and 
down  the  street.  I  guarantee  that  if  the  build- 
ings built  by  Mr.  McCormick  or  any  other  man 
on  the  direct  line  of  the  street  were  not  there  at 
all,  it  would  be  impossible  for  any  one  looking 
from  the  line  of  the  bay  windows  towards  Wash- 
ington street  to  see  for  any  distance  down  Har- 
rison avenue.  I  shall  vote  for  the  majority  re- 
port of  this  committee ;  but  there  may  be  times 
when  the  removal  of  restrictions  may  be  asked 
for  in  the  South  End  that  I  shall  vote  against. 
Therefore  the  gentleman  must  not  construe  any 
vote  of  mine  as  being  a  vote  in  favor  of  taking 
the  restrictions  off  of  the  buildings  and  land  in 
the  South  End  district. 

Mr.  Ladd— Mr.  President. 

The  President— The  time  for  debate  has  ex- 
pired. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  think  there  is  one  minute  left. 

The  President— The  time  for  debate  has  ex- 
pired. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  and  the  order 
was  passed ;  yeas  38,  nays  19 : 

Yeas— Barry,  Carroll,  Cochran,  Coleman,  Con- 
nolly, Davern,  Desmond,  Dolan,  Duggan,  Fisher, 
Foss,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez, 
Harrington,  Hayes,  Kelley,  Kennedy,  Lauten, 
Leary,  McEnaney,  McKenna,  McNary,  J,  J. 
Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Nunan,  Perry.  E.  J. 
Powers,  Reilly,  Shaw,  Short,  J.  H.  Sullivan, 
R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevens,  Tracy,  Whall, 
Whitmore— 38. 

Nays — Atwood,  Bowman,  Burr,  Carstensen, 
Chamberlain,  Fowler,  Ladd.  Lattimore,  F. 
Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison,  Norton,  Perkins,  C.  C. 
Powers,  Richards,  Sanger,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan, 
Webster,  Wilson— 19 

Absent  or  not  voting— Blume,  Clark,  Coyle, 
Dewev,  Dunn,  Fottler,  Frost,  Haggerty,  Keliher, 
Light,  Mahoney,  J.  Murphy,  O'Mealey,  Thayer, 
Tuttle— 15. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  move  to  assign  that  reconsidera- 
tion to  the  next  meeting  at  8  o'clock. 

Mr.  Whall — I  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  hope  the  previous  question  will 
not  prevail.  It  seems  to  me  that  I  shall  have 
occasion,  if  the  previous  question  does  not  pre- 
vail, to  urge  upon  the  Council  these  facts  and 
these  reasons  why  this  order  should  not  be  favor- 
ably acted  upon.  The  city  of  Boston  has  obtained 
in  the  past  a  very  great  advantage,  from 
arrangements  of  this  kind  regarding  buildings 
being  set  back  at  a  distance  from  the  edge  of  the 
street,  so  as  to  give  a  space  between  the  street 
and  the  house.  Take  such  a  street  as  Beacon 
street,  the  widening  of  which  at  the  lower  end 
will  no  doubt  be  called  for  in  the  near  future, 
and  many  houses  there  have  been  set  back  from 
the  street,  and  were  so  set  back  when  they  were 
built.  In  such  a  ease  as  that,  if  widening  is  re- 
quired at  any  time  m  the  future,  it  will  im- 
mensely lessen  the  expense  to  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton. Now  East  Concord  street  is  rather  a  nar- 
row street,  and  it  is  in  the  line  of  the  movement 
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of  business  at  the  present  time.  Business  is 
rapidly  moving  towards  the  South  End.  This 
very  section  is  near  Washington  street,  and  in 
the  future  it  is  to  come  into  use  for  business, 
and  when  it  does  come  into  use  for  Business  pur- 
poses there  will  be  a  strenuous  demand  for  the 
widenmg  of  that  street,  and  when  that  demand 
comes  it  will  add  immensely  to  the  expense  of 
making  that  public  improvement  it  these 
houses  are  allowed  to  be  built  upon  the  line  of 
the  street.  Therefore  I  think  that  this  is  some- 
thing which  should  not  be  urged  at  the  present 
time. 

Mr.  Whitmurk- I  rise  to  the  point  of  order, 
that  at  the  present  stage  of  the  debate  the 
gentleman  is  not  authorized  in  discussing  the 
main  question  in  the  manner  in  which  he  is 
doing ;  because  it  is  not  true  that  if  the  motion 
made  for  the  previous  question  was  rejected  he 
could  proceed  to  state  his  reasons.  His  motion 
was  to  assign,  which  would  not  have  given  him 
the  right  to  discuss  the  matter. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  have  been  giving  reasons  why 
the  previous  question  should  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  call  for  a  decision  on  my 
point  of  ordor. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  have  a  right  to  state  my  side  of 
the  question,  and  I  believe  it  is  a  right  that  is 
usually  taken  advantage  of  here. 

The  President— Mr.  Ladd  of  Ward  10. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  state  that  if  the  previous 
question  does  not  prevail  then  my  motion  to 
assign  the  reconsideration  to  the  next  meeting 
is  in  order,  and  if  the  motion  then- 
Mr.  Leart— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

Mr.  Ladd— And  if  the  motion  to  assign  then 
prevails,  I  shall  then  be  allowed  to  offer — 

Mr.  Leart — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  raised  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  is  well  taken.  The 
gentleman  from  AVard  10  must  confine  himself 
to  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Leary— I  further  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
The  time  for  debate  has  expired. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  not  well 
taken. 

Mr.  Whall— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  My 
point  of  order  is  that  the  time  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  10  has  already  expired.  He  has 
already  spoken  four  or  five  minutes,  and  his 
time  should  be  three  minutes. 

The  President — The  gentleman  has  half  a 
minute  to  proceed. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  claim  that  the  previous  question 
should  not  be  ordered,  and  in  order  that  these 
considerations  may  be  urged — 

Mr.  Leary — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  The 
gentleman  commenced  his  debate  at  6  minutes 
of  10  and  his  time  has  expired. 

The  President— The  Chair  has  decided  that 
the  gentleman  has  half  a  minute  further  in 
which  to  discuss  the  question. 

Mr.  Ladd— Therefore  I  say  I  hope  the  previous 
question  will  not  prevail,  in  order  that  justice 
may  be  done  to  these  parties  and  in  order  that 
these  streets  may  not  De  encroached  upon. 

The  main  question  was  ordered,  and  the  ques- 
tion came  on  the  motion  to  reconsider;  lost. 

old  franklin  schoolhouse. 

Mr.  C.  C.  Powers— I  ask  that  the  rule  may  be 
suspended  in  order  that  I  may  submit  a  unani- 
mous report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings on  a  matter  of  considerable  importance  to 
the  city.  As  I  may  not  be  able  to  stay  during  the 
whole  of  the  session  I  desire  to  offer  the  report 
now. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  Mr.  C.  C.  Powers 
submitted  a  report  from  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  in  favor  of  the  passage  of 
the  order  (referred  Feb.  17,  1887)  to  rescind  so 
much  of  the  order  approved  May  25,  1877,  as  re- 
lates to  the  sale  of  the  Old  Franklin  School- 
house  on  Washington  street,  near  Dover  street. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question 
came  on  giving  the  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  C.  C.  Powers— I  move  a  suspension  of  the 
rule  that  the  order  may  take  its  second  reading 
and  be  put  upon  its  passage  at  the  present  time. 
I  have  no  doubt  the  order  will  pass,  and  if  it  is 
to  pass  it  is  very  important  for  the  city  that  it 
should  pass  tonight.  The  report  of  the  commit- 
tee was  unanimous.  As  a  reason  why  the  mat- 
ter should  be  attended  to  now,  I  will  state  that 
the  building  is  at  present  unoccupied  except  the 
use  of  the  lower  room  for  a  ward-room  for  Ward 
16 ;  that  the  city  has  already  received  notice  that 
John  A.  Andrew  Hall,  which  is  now  occupied  by 


Company  E,  Ninth  Regiment,  for  their  armory, 
must  be  vacated,  and  it  is  also  probable  that  we 
shall  have  to  vacate  Boylston  Hall,  which  turns 
three  more  military  organizations  out  of  their 
headquarters,  and  the  city  will  have  to  provide 
a  place  for  them.  As  you  are  all  aware,  this 
matter  was  reported  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
at  their  last  meeting  by  the  superintendent  of 
public  buildings  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Armories.  That  committee  can  take  no  ac- 
tion until  we  act  upon  this  matter,  and  even 
then  the  disposal  of  this  building  will  have  to  go 
back  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  so 
that  alterations  and  repairs  may  be  made,  and 
we  will  need  all  the  time  we  have.  So  I  hope 
the  rule  will  be  suspended. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading, 
and,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  read  a  sec- 
ond time  and  passed.  Mr.  Gomez  moved  to  re- 
consider; lost. 

rAVING  department  on  a  permanent  basis. 

Early  in  the  session  Mr.  McNary  offered  an 
order — That  the  Committee  on  Appropriations 
include  specifically  in  their  report  of  the  appro- 
priation for  the  Paving  Department,  a  sufficient 
sum  of  money  to  place  the  employees  in  that 
department  on  a  permanently  employed  basis. 

Mr.  McNary— I  move  that  that  matter  be  as- 
signed to  half-past  eight. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  desire  to  call  the  gentle- 
man's attention  to  the  fact  that  it  is  too  late 
now. 

Mr.  Whall— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
matter  having  been  referred,  the  gentleman  is 
out  of  order. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken.    The  question  is  on  assignment. 

The  order  was  assigned 'to  8.30  P.M. 

Later  in  the  session  the  order  was  called  up  by 
Mr.  McNary. 

Mr.  McNary— I  merely  wish  to  say  in  relation 
to  this  order,  that  this  is  a  matter  upon  which  I 
think  the  Council  should  put  itself  in  a  right 
position.  Mayor  O'Brien,  in  his  inaugural  ad- 
dress in  1886,  stated  that  this  department  should 
be  put  upon  a  permanent  basis,  and  that  it  could 
be  put  upon  a  permanent  basis  with  an  appro- 
priation of  $700,000.    Now— 

Mr.  Webster— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
there  is  no  quorum  present  to  do  business  with, 
and  I  move  we  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  McNary  remained  standing. 

The  President— A  quorum  appears  to  be 
present. 

Mr.  Atwood  moved  to  adjourn ;  declared  lost. 
Mr.  Atwood  doubted  the  vote. 

The  President— Mr.  McNary  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  McNary— I  claim  the  right  to  the  floor.  I 
don't  see  that  the  gentleman  has  a  right  to 
make  a  motion  while  f  have  the  floor. 

The  President  —  The  Chair  recognized  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  23  supposing  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  15  had  yielded  the  floor. 

Mr.  McNary — I  certainly  did  not.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  1  took  the  floor  without  my 
giving  him  leave.  He  called  attention  to  the 
fact  that  there  was  not  a  quorum  present.  I 
awaited  the  decision  of  the  Chair  on  that  point. 
Of  course,  if  there  was  no  quorum,  the  Council 
stood  adjourned.  Mr.  President,  I  merely  wish 
to  state — 

Mr.  Atwood— If  it  is  in  order,  I  move  to  ad- 
journ. 

The  President— The  gentleman  from  Ward 
23  withdraws  his  motion.  Mr.  McNary  has  the 
floor. 

Mr.  McNary— I  would  state  that  the  mayor 
has  recommended  this  matter  in  his  inaugural 
address  of  1886,  and  stated  that  it  should  be 
done.  The  only  reason  why  it  was  not  done  last 
year  was  because  there  was  not  mone  y  enough 
with  which  to  do  it.  The  mayor  stated  in  his 
inaugural  address  that  the  men  in  the 
Paving  Department  have  been  treated 
shamefully  and  that  the  matter  should 
be  remedied.  Now  this  year  we  have 
passed  ordinances  increasing  the  pay  of 
the  Police  Department,  and  we  will  probably 
pass  an  order  providing  for  an  increase  of  the 
pay  of  the  Fire  Department,  requiring  $120,- 
000  for  the  Police,  and  perhaps  nearly  that 
amount  for  the  Fire  Department.  Only  the 
other  day  I  had  a  conversation  with  Wil'.  super- 
intendent of  streets,  who  stated  the  reason  the 
department  was  not  put  on  a  permanent  basis 
was  from  the  fact  that  there  was  not  money 
enough,  and  that  the  men  in  the  department 
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could  be  put  upon  a  permanent  basis  if  tbere 
was  money  enough.    Now,  Mr.  President- 
Air.  Atwood — I   rise  to  a  point   of   order,  that 
there  is  not  a  quorum  present. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
no  gentleman  can  interrupt  a  member  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  that  question. 

The  President — The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken.    Mr.  McNary  of  Ward  15  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  McNarry— Thank  you,  Sir,  President,  I 
had  a  conversation  with  the  superintendent  of 
streets  about  this  very  matter.  He  stated  that 
the  only  reasons  why  the  department  was  not  on 
a  permanent  basis  was  because  he  did  not  have 
money  enough,  and  that  there  was  work  enough 
to  place  them  on  a  permanent  basis  if  the 
money  was  provided.  Now,  if  this  Council  can 
appropriate  money  to  increase  the  pay  of  the 
firemen  and  policemen,  I  think  it  ought  to  ap- 
propriate enough  money  to  pay  these  poor  men 
in  the  Paving  Department — men  getting  small 
wages  and  not  employed  regularly.  Some  of  these 
men  are  getting  only  S3  or  S4  a  week.  I  main- 
tain that  the  city  of  Boston  has  no  right  to  ask 
the  services  of  men  for  any  such  sum.  Last  year 
the  amount  paid  for  salaries  in  the  Paving  De- 
partment was  $335,000.  If  we  make  an  increase 
of  about  SIOO.OOO  on  that  sum  these  men  can  be 
permanently  employed.  That  matter  should  be 
attended  to.  If  anybody  will  look  at  the  work 
of  the  Paving  Department  I  think  he  will  be 


convinced  that  it  has  not  been  kept  up  to  the 
standard  of  former  years,  although  it  is  ad- 
ministered by  an  able  superintendent,  and  I  be- 
lieve he  is  the  best  man  the  city  ever  had  in  that 
position.  But  anybody  will  tell  you  that  the 
streets  in  the  suburban  districts  have  been 
badly  neglected.  We  should  provide  more 
money  for  this  department  and  put  the  men  on 
a  permanent  basis.  Without  further  debate  I 
will  rest  the  matter  here,  as  it  is  well  under- 
stood. 

Mr.  Fowler— I  would  ask  if  there  is  a  quorum 
present? 

The  President — The  gentleman  is  out  of 
order  while  the  speaker  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  Fowler— I  thought  the  speaker  had  got 
through. 

Mr.  McNary— I  will  at  the  present  time  take 
my  seat.  I  did  intend  to  say  a  few  more  words, 
but  as  there  is  such  interruption  I  will  take  my 
seat  and  allow  the  question  to  come  to   a   vote. 

Mr.  Fowler— I  wish  to  disclaim  any  intention 
to  interrupt  the  gentleman.  I  understood  he 
had  taken  his  seat. 

Mr.  McNary— That  is  all  right. 

The  President— The  Chair  counts  27  mem- 
bers present.  There  appears  to  be  no  quorum 
present  and  the  Council  stands  adjourned  to 
next  Thursday  evening  at  7.30  o'clock. 

Adjourned,  at  10.11  P.M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Monday,  March  21, 1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
4  o'clock  P  M.,  Aid.  Donovan,  Chairman,  pre- 
siding. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Haynes.  the  reading  of  the 
record  of  the  last  meeting  was  dispensed  -with. 

JURORS. 

Jurors  were  drawn  as  follows : 

40  Traverse,  Supreme  Judicial  Court. 

36  Traverse,  Superior  Court,  First  Session. 

36  Traverse,  Superior  Court,  Second  Session. 

40  Traverse,  Superior  Court,  Criminal  Session. 

HEARINGS  ON  ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

1.  On  petition  of  Charles  F.  Shourds  &  Co.,  for 
license  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  steam  en- 
gine of  two-horse  power  at  58  Elm  street.  • 

2.  On  petition  of  Littlehale  Bros.,  for  license 
to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  steam  engine  of  10- 
horse  power  at  618  and  626  Harrison  avenue. 

No  objections.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Steam  Engines. 

3.  On  petition  of  South  Boston  Railroad  Com- 

§any,  for  locations  of  tracks  in  certain  streets  in 
outh  Boston.  Joseph  S.  Dean  and  Charles  T. 
Gallagher  appeared  for  ttie  South  Boston  Rail- 
road Company.  Mr.  Dean  presented  the  plan  of 
the  locations  asked  for. 
No  one  appeared  to  object. 
The  petition  was  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Railroads. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENTS. 

Communications  were  received  from  the  mayor 
making  the  following  appointments : 
To  be  weighers  of  coal— Messrs,  Morton  Alden, 

A.  Sidney  Auld,  John  H.  Brine,  Edwin  C.  Brown, 
Edwin  Y  Brown,  J.  B.  L.  Bartlett,  Winfleld  A. 
Burnham,  George  H.  Barnes,  Edward  H.  Baker, 
Henry  E.  Bowden,  Richard  A.  Badger,  George  A. 
Bachelder,  Oliver  W.  Chenery,  Thomas  Cole- 
man, Jr.,  Jeremiah  J.  Callahan,  Robert  D.  Car- 
ter, James  T.  Clark,  John  H.  Card,  Sewell  W. 
Cunningham,  W.  A.  Campbell,  Thomas  F.  Cole- 
man, 'ihomas  P.  Dinsmore,  F.  W.  Dickinson, 
John  H.  Duffull,  Jasper  H  Eaton,  Henry  A. 
Frost,  Edward  E.  Gustin,  Samuel  Hosea,  Jr., 
Stephen  Henton.  John  Haley,  William  S.  Hunt- 
ington, Sidney  C.  Higgins,  Edward  E.  Hamlin, 
George  P.  Hamlin,  Charles  D.  Jordan,  Daniel  L. 
Kohler,  John  Kelly,  William  H.  Locke, 
Elmore  E.  Locke,  George  S.  Lovejoy, 
Seth  L.  Low,  Charles  H.  Lealand,  Nathan- 
iel Lanning,  Cornelius  J.  McNaughton, 
J.  Lawrence  Martin,  Charles  B.  Moseley, 
John  Morrish,  Alexander  A.  McGahey,  Jr., 
Michael  J.  Murray,  William  H.  Mahoney,  Fred- 
erick Monroe,  Charles  H.  Moseley,  William  H. 
Moore,  H.  E.  Mayo,  William  F.  O'Reagan,  How- 
land  Otis,  James  T.  Pond,  Herbert  W.  Pike, 
Horace  L.  Porter,  Peter  Reneham,  James  Rus- 
sell, Joseph  W.  Robbins,  Edward  Robbins,  James 
N.  Spear.  Charles  H.  Shepley,  Fred  H.  Stacey, 
Joshua  S.  Sanborn,  George  W.  Tarbox,  C.  S. 
Wellington,  William  Otis  Wiley,  E.  B.  Wolston, 
J.  Clarence  Whitney,  James  F.  Wilson,  Thomas 
J.  Waldron  and  M.  E.  Young. 

To  be  inspectors  of  bundled  hay  and  straw- 
John  M.  Davis,  Leslie  A.  Pike. 

To  be  undertakers — Alexis  Alexander,  Freder- 
ick Atherton,  David  Barry,  Michael  Barry, 
Simon  Barry,  Alonzo  T.  Baxter.  Philip  Belgard, 
Ebenezer  Bird,  William  E.  Brown,  Edwin  G. 
Brown,  John  Bryant,  John  B.  Burke,  Solomon 
M.  Caro,  James  P.  Cleary,  C.  H.  Coburn,  Ethan 
N.  Coburn,  Charles  E.  Colbert,  George  S.  Cole, 
Jabez  R.  Cole,  William  Costello.  James  Cotter, 
William  S.  Courtney,  Frederick  J.  Crosby, 
Charles  N.  Dacy,  Richard  J.  Daly,  Patrick 
Denvir,  Cornelius  F.  Doherty,  James  W. 
Doian,  John  Doolin,  James  P.  Fallon,  John 
D.  Fallon,  James  Farrell,  John  Feeney, 
Thomas  Feely,  George  V.  Field,  Martin  T.  Folan, 
Edward  F.  Gleason.  Reuben  Gleason,  William 

B.  Green,  John  H.  Hawse,  James  Haynes.  John 
Haynes,  John  Heintz,  George  Johnson,  Lewis 


Jones,  Lewis  L.  Jones,  John  J.  Keating,  John  A. 
Keely,  Peter  Kilroy,  Alphonsus  L.  Lavery,  John 
W.  Lavery,  William  Lippa,  John  A.  Lloyd,  Pa- 
trick F.  Lyons,  Frank  S.  Maloney,  Timothy  F. 
Manning,  William  Manning,  John  McCaffrey, 
Timothy  McCartney,  Samuel  Miranda,  Michael 
J.  Mitchell,  John  Morris,  James  Mullen,  Mat- 
thew J.  Mullen.  Patrick  H.  Mullen,  Michael  J. 
Murphy,  Bernard  E.  Murray,  Edward  A.  Murray, 
William  A.  Niles,  James  F.  O'Donnell,  Ira  W. 
Orcutt.  William  T.  Osborn,  Charles  A.  Peak, 
John  H.  Peak,  Charles  L.  Perry,  John  W.  Pierce, 
John  Reade,  William  D.  Rockwood,  James  B. 
Shannon,  Benjamin  F.  Smith,  Lorenzo  Smith, 
John  W.  Sprague,  Jeremiah  F.  Sullivan,  John  J. 
Swanton,  Hugh  Taylor,  Jeremiah  Tinkham, 
Jesse  R.  Warner,  George  H.  Waterman,  Joseph 
S.  Waterman,  Joseph  Weckerle,  George  A.  Wil- 
lard,  Nicholas  M.  Williams,  Joseph  Williamson. 
Severaily  laid  over. 

DEAD  AND  DANGEROUS  TREES. 

The  following  was  received : 

Executive  Department,  ) 
March  21,  1887.        ) 
To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Aldermen. 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  your  consideration,  a 
communication  from  the  superintendent  of 
Common,  relative  to  the  removal  of  dead  and 
dangerous  trees. 

Respectfully, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 
Department    of    Common     and     Public  1 
Grounds, 
City  Haul,  March  3,  1887.     ) 
To  His  Honor  Mayor  O'Brien. 

Dear  Sir, — Petitions  are  coming  in  so  fast  for  the 
removal  of  dead  and  dangerous  trees  that  I  deem 
it  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  we  have  had  no  ap- 
propriation for  that  particular  work,  and  our 
regular  appropriation  is  so  nearly  exhausted 
that  we  cannot  spare  a  dollar  from  it.  If  a  trans- 
fer could  be  made  for  the  purpose  it  would  re- 
lieve this  department  from  a  sight  of  trouble 
and  blame.  I  enclose  a  few  of  the  petitions  and 
complaints  so  that  you  may  fully  understand 
our  situation. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Doogue,  Superintendent. 
Referred,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Allen,  to  Commit- 
tee on  Appropriations. 

ORDERS    OF    NOTICE    ON    PETITIONS. 

Upon  the  following  petitions,  viz. : 

Golding  &  Co.,  for  license  to  erect  and  use  two 
stationary  steam  engines  of  85  and  30-horse 
power  at  19  to  27  Purchase  street. 

George  Fera.  for  leave  to  project  a  bay  window 
from  rear  of  building  No.  162  Tremont  street. 

Orders  of  notice  were  passed  for  hearings 
thereon  on  Monday,  April  11,  next,  at  4  P.M. 

PETITIONS     REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines,  etc. — 
Walworth  Manufacturing  Company,  for  leave  to 
erect  and  use  a  steam  boiler  of  72-horse  power  in 
basement  of  building  No.  —  Pawley  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps— John  Egan  and 
others,  for  public  lamps  on  Ballard  street,  Ward 
23. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands— Com- 
munication from  Street  Commissioners  request- 
ing authority  to  deed  a  small  portion  of  land  ly- 
ing between  Nos.  8  and  10  Kirkland  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  (Aid.)— George 
Curtis  and  S.  A.  Bolster,  executors  and  trustees, 
for  leave  to  remove  at  their  own  expense  a  tree 
standing  on  Wyman  street,  opposite  a  passage- 
way leading  from  said  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  the  Department  for  the 
Inspection  of  Buildings— Thomas  F.  Scanlan, 
for  leave  to  build  two  wooden  buildings  on  How- 
ard street,  near  Magazine  street,  Ward  20. 

Ahijah  Blanchard,  for  leave  to  build  an  addi- 
tion on  building  5  Call  street,  Ward  5. 

To  the  Committee  on  Department  for  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings  (Aid.)— Edward  F.  Otis,  for 
leave  to  project  a  druggist's  mortar  and  pestle 
from  building  corner  of  Washington  and  Dud- 
ley streets  (Guild  Building). 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims—Mary  J.  Mor- 
risy,  for  compensation  for  personal  injuries  re- 
ceived by  an  allegd  defect  at  45  Hanover  street, 
March  5.  1887. 

Lucy  Kearney,  for  compensation  for  personal 
injuries  received  from  an  alleged  defect  in 
Chambers  street,  March  11, 1S87. 

Pierce  Quirk,  for  compensation  for  damages 
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to  his  estate  on  Parsons  street.  Brighton,  on  ac- 
count of  the  manner  in  which  the  sewer  in  said 
street  has  been  constructed. 

John  O.  Shaw  and  others,  for  compensation 
for  damages  on  account  of  raising  of  Beacon 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  (Aid.)— Thomas 
F.  Scanlan,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
building  for  eight  horses  on  Howard  street,  High- 
lands, Ward  20. 

Thomas  F.  Scanlan,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old 
wooden  building  for  four  horses  on  Howard 
street.  Highlands.  Ward  20. 

Charles  L.  Davenport,  for  leave  to  oecuDy  a 
wooden  building  for  13  horses  on  Medford  and 
Stone  streets.  Ward  3. 

Isaac  C.  Copeland,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  building  for  one  cow  on  Acadia  street. 
No.  16,  Dorchester,  Ward  24. 

James  F.  Guin,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
building  for  12  cows  and  six  horses  on  Medford 
street,  foot  Belmont  street,  Ward  4. 

E.  H.  Holbrook,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  proposed 
wooden  building  for  three  horses  on  Milton 
avenue,  near  Norfolk  street,  Ward  24. 

Abijah  Blancbard,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old 
wooden  building  for  one  horse  on  No.  5  Call 
street.  Ward  5. 

W.  A.  Lally,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
building  for  two  horses  on  Sawyer  avenue,  cor- 
ner Downer  street,  Ward  24. 

To  the  Committee  on  i>eicers— George  Derby 
Wells,  for  apportionment  of  sewer  assessment 
on  harley.  Ocean,  Alban,  and  Carlisle  streets  and 
Wells  avenue. 

Robert  Swan,  for  a  sewer  in  Winter  street. 
Dorchester. 

Chadwick  Lead  Works,  for  an  extension  of 
the  sewer  in  High  street.  Ward  12,  from  its 
present  terminus,  about  100  feet. 

Trustees  of  House  of  the  Angel  Guardian,  that 
the  sewer  assessment  against  its  estate  on  Ben- 
nington street.  East  Boston,  be  abated. 

Samuel  B.  Pierce  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in 
Fenton  street,  between  Clayton  and  Duncan 
streets,  and  in  Duncan  street,  from  Fenton 
street,  about  100  feet  southerly. 

Aurrin  W.  Kuowles  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in 
Walter  street,  between  South  and  Symmes 
streets. 

John  Stetson,  for  a  sewer  in  Walker  street, 
between  Wall  and  Russell  streets. 

To  the  Committee  "»  Paring— Boston  &  Provi- 
dence railroad,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  portion  of 
South  street.  Ward  23.  while  reconstructing  the 
bridge  over  said  street. 

Robert  Treat  Paine,  for  curbstone  and  side- 
walks in  front  of  estates  corner  Sussex  and 
Warwick  streets. 

Chadwick  lead  works;  to  build  a  vault  on 
High  street,  under  the  sidew.dk  in  front  of  their 
premises  on  said  street. 

John  Soley,  to  move  a  wooden  building  from 
Monument  Street  near  Medford  street,  to  Ped- 
ford  street  near  Stone  street. 

Martin  Kllis  &  Co.,  to  move  a  wooden  building 
through  Cambridge  street,  from  Market  Street, 
Western  avenue,  and  Waverley  street,  near 
Western  avenue,  Ward  25. 

W.  A.  Smith,  to  move  a  wooden  building 
across  Saratoga  street  to  Ashley  avenue,  Ward  1. 

John  Soley,  to  move  a  wooden  building  across 
North  Harvard  street,  near  Western  avenue. 
Ward  25, 

Richards  Bradley,  for  leave  to  lay  an  iron  pipe 
for  beating  purposes  under  and  across  John 
Street,  from  No.  12  to  NOS.  IT  and  1!)  on  said 
street. 

Still  mat  i  A.  Tucker,  for  edgestones  on  Wash- 
ington street,  Mount  Bowdoin.  Dorchester. 

Mii-hid  I'.  I>'  \iey,  for  a  license  to  sprinkle  the 
streets  in  Kasl   Boston. 

Lewis  P.  Alwood.  that  the  sidewalks  and 
crosswalks  on  Brown  avenue,  Bellevue,  Ashland, 
Albano,  Poplar,  Florence  and  Washington  streets, 
West  Roxbury,  be  put  in  order. 

C.  II.  Kiessling  and  others,  that  the  sidewalks 
and  crossings  on  Washington  street,  between 
Corinth  and  Albani  streets.  In-  put  in  order,  and 
that  the  high  banks  on  said  street  be  fenced. 

William  Phipps  and  others,  that  the  improve- 
ments on  Lawrence  avenue  be  completed. 

Moraee  Cat-on  anil  others,  for  edgestones  and 
paved  gutters  on  Pa irview  street,  and  that  said 
street  he  macadamized. 

R.  Leeching,  for  leave  to  lay  a  steam  pipe  on 
North  Centre  street  from  the  Codman  estate  to 
the  estate  of  heirs  of  Seth  E.  Pecker. 


Lucy  F.  Dillaway,  for  leave  to  excavate  for  a 
coal  hole  in  front  of  estate  454  West  Fourth 
street. 

Robert  Treat  Paine,  for  edgestone  and  brick 
sidewalk  southeast  corner  Sussex  and  Warwick 
streets. 

A.  B.  Winslow,  for  edgestone  and  brick  side- 
walk 4  Rand  street. 

Mrs.  R.  Barry,  for  edgestone  and  brick  side- 
walk 10  Rand  street. 

Otis  D.  Dana,  for  edgestones  East  Fifth  street. 

M.  P.  Curtis  and  others,  for  brick  sidewalks  on 
northerly  and  easterly  sides  of  Mt.  Pleasant 
avenue  from  Forest  street  to  Vine  street. 

J.  B.  Sharland  and  others,  for  brick  sidewalks 
in  front  of  certain  estates  on  northerly  side  of 
Crawford  street. 

SHIRLEY-STREET  SEWER  ASSESSMENTS. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  presented  the  petition  of 
George  Curtis  and  S.  A.  Bolster,  executors  and 
trustees  under  will  of  Nelson  Curtis,  for  abate- 
ment of  sewer  assessment  against  their  estate, 
27  and  29  Shirley  street. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  think  that  ought  to  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  It  seems 
that  that  land  was  once  sold  for  taxes,  and  the 
description  was  of  an  entirely  different  piece  of 
land.  Moreover,  at  that  time,  when  the  sewer 
went  through  it  was  the  understanding,  with 
the  Department  of  Sewers,  that  that  land  should 
not  be  assessed,  because  a  sewer  had  already 
been  built  in  the  rear,  and  they  had  given  the 
Committee  on  Sewers  the  right  of  way  across 
their  land.  I  think  the  superintendent  of  sewers 
understands  that  fact,  and  if  it  were  referred  to 
him  it  would  be  settled  by  his  committee,  I  have 
no  doubt. 

Aid.  Lee  in  the  chair. 

Aid.  Donovan — On  that  petition  1  would  now 
move,  sir,  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to 
withdraw,  and  I  do  it  for  this  reason.  Two 
years  ago  the  petitioners  came  before  this 
Board  to  ask  that  a  sewer  be  built  in  that 
street.  When  they  asked  that,  they  knew 
that  that  street  was  practically  exempt 
from  sewer  assessment.  One  of  the  petitioners 
was  at  that  time  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Sewers,  and  was  an  associate  member  with  my- 
self, and  he  distinctly  understood  that  that  es- 
tate was  to  pay  an  assessment  if  that  sewer  was 
built.  Now,  therefore,  for  those  reasons  I  move 
that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— It  seems  to  me  that  is  rather 
a  funny  proceeding,  after  the  city  of  Boston,  by 
its  authority,  has  made  a  contract  with  a  man 
that  for  a  certain  privilege  he  would  bo  released 
from  sewer  assessments,  to  then  come  in  and 
sav  that  the  owner  of  the  estate  shall  bo  com- 
pelled to  pay  that  assessment.  I  don't  know 
anything  about  the  merits  of  the  case  or  what 
may  have  been  done  in  the  matter  before  this 
year,  except  as  it  is  stated  to  me  a  sewer  for  the 
benefit  of  a  large  part  of  the  community  in 
that  section  of  the  city  was  allowed  to 
pass  through  the  property  of  this  petitioner, 
and  for  that  privilege  the  sewer  department 
agreed  to  release  him  from  any  assessment  that 
might  accrue  from  a  sewer  passing  in  the  other 
direction  in  front  of  his  land.  All  of  the  build- 
ings on  his  land  drain  into  that  sewer  at  present, 
and  the  sewer  in  front  of  his  property  will  be  of 
no  present  advantage  to  him,  and  hi'  considers 
that  lie  has  already  paid  that  assessment  by  al- 
lowing tin'  City  of  Boston  the  right  to  run  a 
sewer  through  his  land.  This  petition  now  is  to 
ask  that  he  may  be  relieved  from  the  assess- 
ment on  this  last  sewer. 

Aid.  Haynks— 1  think  this  matter  was  fully 
heard  before  the  Committee  on  Claims.  1  be- 
lieve they  went  over  it  very  carefully  in  all  the 
details.  I  think  it  was  thoroughly  understood, 
and  I  ho  committee  gave  leave  to  withdraw.  1 
think  no  facts  have  been  stated  here  hut  what 
the  committee  have  had  before  them. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  simply  rise  to  correct  the 
alderman.  I  think  ae  has  a  different  affair  in 
mind  entirely. 

Aid.  Haynks— This  is  where,— in  the  Dorches- 
ter district? 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— It  is  in  Roslimlule. 

Aid.  Haynks— It  is  not  in  Dorchestor?  I 
thought  it  was  one  of  the  matters  that  hail  been 
before  the  eominil  lee.' 

Aid.  Donovan— The  facts  of  the  case  are  these. 
Fithor  in  1872  or  1873  one  Woodward  was  Uio 
owner  of  what  is  known  as  the  Eustin  estate  in 
Roxbury.    The  city  of  Boston  bought  the  right 
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of  way  to  run  through  there  with  this  sewer. 
They  entered  into  an  agreement  with  the  owner 
of  this  estate  to  relieve  that  street  or  way  that 
they  were  going  through  for  the  construction  of 
that  sewer,  from  all  assessment.  But  through  a 
little  sharp  practice  in  making  the  legal  agree- 
ment, the  words  were  inserted  in  there  so  that 
it  took  in  the  entire  estate.  These  owners  who 
now  come  before  the  Board  as  petitioners  were 
not  owners  at  the  time  when  this  agreement 
was  made,  and  when  the  petition  was  before 
the  Committee  on  Sewers  in  1885,  as  I  have 
already  stated,  one  of  the  petitioners  for  this 
abatement  was  a  member  of  that  committee, 
and  he  knew  at  that  time  that  the  committee 
would  not  construct  a  sewer  in  that  street,  and 
that  the  superintendent  would  not  construct  a 
sewer  in  that  street  with  the  conditions  that 
there  were  attached  to  the  estate.  It  was  ex- 
pressly agreed  and  understood  that  that  agree- 
ment should  not  hold  on  this  street.  With  that 
agreement  and  understanding  the  order  to  build 
that  sewer  was  passed,  as  reported  by  that  com- 
mittee to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  that  year. 
They  passed  the  order,  and  the  superintendent 
went  before  the  committee  and  again  laid  the 
facts  before  them,  and  under  the  express  under- 
standing that  was  had  the  sewer  was  then  built. 
We  have  had  several  petitioners  for  abatements 
on  this  same  street,  we  have  granted  to  them 
the  same  treatment,  and  I  have  now  made  the 
motion  that  they  be  granted  leave  to  withdraw. 
I  don't  think  we  should  show  to  these 
petitioners  any  more  favor  than  we  have 
to  the  others.  They  knew  when  they  bought 
their  estates  that  there  would  be  no  sewers  built 
in  them  by  the  city  of  Boston  with  these  attach- 
ments laid  on  them.  As  I  have  already  said  be- 
fore, if  I  mistake  not,  the  gentleman  who  was  a 
member  of  that  committee — or  I  am  wrong  in 
the  matter— executed  an  instrument  allowing 
the  city  to  assess  that  property.  I  hope  we  will 
summarily  dismiss  this  petition  by  granting  the 
petitioners  leave  to  withdraw. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  don't  think  we  ought  to 
prejudge  this  case.  I  don't  know  very  much 
about  it,  but  it  seems  to  be  pretty  badly  mixed 
up.  In  the  first  place,  the  city  of  Boston  was 
given  the  right  to  cross  this  party's  land  with  a 
sewer,  and  he  drained  his  houses  into  that 
sewer.  Now  he  has  no  need  of  a  sewer  in  front 
of  his  buildings,  and  getting  his  drainage  from 
the  other  directions,  it  seems  to  me  it  would 
be  unfair  to  ask  him  to  pay  for  something 
he  doesn't  need.  More  than  that,  in  getting  pos- 
session of  this  land,  he  bought  it  from  some 
other  party.  There  was  a  tax  on  it  that  hadn't 
been  paid,  and  a  strip  of  land  on  the  northern 
side  of  it  was  sold  for  taxes.  The  description  of 
the  piece  that  went  with  the  sale  was  of  an  en- 
tirely different  piece  of  land,  and  the  man,  at  a 
good  deal  of  trouble  and  expense,  it  seems,  had 
to  go  to  Chicago  to  get  his  title  corrected  and 
put  in  shape  so  that  it  would  be  available.  Now 
comes  up  the  question  of  the  assessment  for  this 
new  sewer.  It  seems  to  me  that  there  is  meat 
enough  in  this  to  be  investigated  by  a  commit- 
tee. I  don't  think  we  ought,  with  the  informa- 
tion we  have  here,  to  prejudge  it.  It  ought  to 
go  before  the  committee  and  the  party  ought  to 
have  a  hearing  in  the  matter,  and  then,  if  the 
committee  decide  that  he  should  have  leave  to 
withdraw,  I  have  nothing  further  to  say.  But 
the  alderman  on  the  other  side  doesn't  himself 
seem  to  be  verv  clear  on  the  matter,  and  I  don't 
think  we  ought  to  shove  it  through  in  this  way 
We  ought  to  give  the  man  a  fair  hearing,  and  if 
he  hasn't  any  case  the  committee  willirnd  that 
out  and  so  report 

Aid.  Carroll — I  thought  my  recollection  was 
right,  and  I  have  just  made  some  inquiries  and 
found  that  we  have  had  in  the  Committee  on 
Claims  two  or  three  cases  of  the  same  kind  on 
the  same  estate,  the  very  same  grounds  have 
been  presented,  the  people  have  had  a  hearing 
before  the  Committee  on  Claims,  and  in  each 
case  the  committee  have  given  them  leave  to 
withdraw.  They  were  on  the  same  estate,  and 
the  same  conditions  existed  that  the  alderman 
referred  to  in  the  original  agreement  between 
the  city  and  the  owners.  In  each  case  the  com- 
mittee has  reported  leave  to  withdraw.  I  don't 
know  why  we  should  make  an  exception  in  this 
case.  I  have  just  inquired  of  the  clerk  of  the 
committee,  and  he  states  thai?  is  the  fact. 

Aid.  Donovan— I  desire  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  alderman  from  Roxbury  to  the  petition 
for  a  sewer  in  Shirley  street,  found   on  page 


424  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men for  1885.  I  find  that  the  only  petitioner 
was  George  Curtis  —  not  George  Curtis  and 
others,  but  simply  George  Curtis— and  being  the 
petitioner  he  was  the  gentleman  whom  the 
Committee  on  Sewers  and  the  superintendent 
of  sewers  made  this  agreement  with,  that  in 
building  that  sewer  they  should  pay  the  assess- 
ment for  the  construction  of  that  sewer. 
Aid.  Donovan  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS   FROM  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

4.  Report  of  Commissioners  of  Public  Ceme- 
teries received  in  Board  of  Aldermen  March  14, 
and  sent  down,  comes  back  with  this  endorse- 
ment :  In  Common  Council,  March  18,  1887.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Cemeteries,  with  in- 
structions to  report  at  next  meeting. 

Aid.  Lee  moved  that  further  consideration  of 
the  report  be  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  of 
this  Board. 

Aid.  Capen— I  have  called  a  meeting  of  the 
Committee  on  Cemeteries  at  12  o'clock  on  Wed- 
nesday, and  have  requested  the  trustees  of  Mt. 
Hope  and  Cedar  Grove  cemeteries,  and  the 
Special  Commissioners  to  meet  the  committee 
on  that  day.  I  should  like  to  have  the  meeting 
on  that  day,  as  the  parties  have  all  been 
notified. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  carried. 
Old  Franklin  Schoolhouse. 

5.  Report  of  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings,  and  order  that  so  much  of  the  order, 
approved  May  25,  1887,  relating  to  the  construc- 
tion of  the  English  High  and  Latin  school  build- 
ings, and  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  same 
from  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  certain  proper- 
ties, as  relates  to  the  sale  of  the  Old  Franklin 
schoolhouse  on  Washington  street,  near  Dover 
street,  be  hereby  rescinded. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

The  Chairman— Aid.  Allen  moves  to  suspend 
the  rules,  that  the  order  may  be  put  upon  its 
passage  at  this  time. 

Aid.  Allen — I  don't  see  that  it  needs  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule.  It  seem*  to  me  the  question 
is  on  concurrence.  [The  alderman  examined 
the  paper.] 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Allen  it  was  voted  that  the 
order  be  returned  to  the  Common  Council  as  not 
being  in  proper  form,  as  there  is  nothing  on  the 
paper  to  show  that  it  received  the  necessary 
two-thirds  vote,  the  order  being  a  transfer  of 
appropriation.    Sent  down. 

Old  State  House. 

6.  Order  that  the  superintendent  of  public 
buildings  be  requested  to  estimate  the  cost  of 
constructing  fireproof  vaults,  under  the  side- 
walk around  the  Old  State  House,  for  the  stor- 
age of  stereotype  plates  owned  by  the  city,  and 
report  the  same  to  the  City  Council. 

Holiday  on  Fast  Bay. 

7.  Order  that  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  instruct  the  heads  of  the  several  de- 
partments of  the  city  government  to  allow  all 
employees  whose  services  can  be  dispensed  with 
a  holiday,  without  loss  of  pay,  on  Fast  day,  April 
7, 1887,  as  part  compensation  for  the  services 
rendered  the  city  by  such  employees. 

Aid.  Allen — I  don't  quite  understand  the  ne- 
cessity for  passing  an  order  to  give  a  holiday  to 
the  laborers  on  Fast  day,  when  Fast  day  is  a 
recognized  holiday  under  the  laws  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. There  are  five  holidays  established 
by  the  Commonwealth,— the  22d  of  February, 
Fast  day,  the  4th  of  July,  Thanksgiving  and 
Christmas,— and  I  cannot  for  the  life  of  me  un- 
derstand why  there  is  any  necessity  for  our  pas- 
sing an  order  granting  people  leave  of  absence 
on  a  legal  holiday.  That  being  the  case,  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  shall  move  that  further  considera- 
tion of  the  order  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Aid.  Cakrrll— If  I  understand  that  rule  it 
isn't  to  give  those  people  a  holiday ;  it  is .  to  al- 
low them  to  get  what  the  State  intends  they 
should  have,  a  holiday  which  they  have  not  had 
previously  in  the  city  government  under  the  va- 
rious departments.  They  are  kept  at  work 
just  the  same  as  if  Fast  day  wasn't 
Fast  day  at  all,  and  this  order  is  so  that 
they  will  really  get  that  holiday.  It  is  a  very 
nice  thing  to  stand  up  and  "  say  that  they  have 
this  holiday,  when,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  they  do 
not  have  it  and  never  have  had  it.  The  men  in 
some  of  the  departments  have  had  it,  but  the 
laborers  in  the  departments  generally  have  not 
had  it,  and  that  is  why  the  order  is  put  in. 
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The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  state  for 
the  benefit  of  the  alderman  that  this  order  was 
drawn  up  under  the  eye  of  the  corporation 
counsel,  and  that  it  is  the  usual  order. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  want  to  say  a  word  in  refer- 
ence to  that  order,  and  probably  I  can  give  some 
information  the  aldermen  haven't  already 
given.  We  all  know  that  the  laboring  portion 
of  the  city  employees  is  at  work  on  one-third  or 
one-half  time.  Now,  if  it  happens  to  strike  the 
men  in  those  departments  on  Thursday  they 
are  not  allowed  a  holiday,  and  of  course  you 
can  thereby  see  the  injustice  done  to  that  class 
of  people.  As  the  alderman  on  my  right  says, 
they  have  previous  to  this  had  a  holiday  on  pa- 
per, but  not  hi  fact.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
want  to  amend  that  order  that  all  employees 
on  the  books  of  the  city  departments  be  granted 
the  pay  for  a  holiday  on  Fast  day.  I  wish  to 
make  that  amendment. 

The  Chairman — I  would  state  to  the  alder- 
man that  I  do  not  think  that  necessary.  The 
order  as  it  comes  to  us  gives  all  employees 
whose  services  can  be  dispensed  with  a  holiday, 
without  loss  of  pay,  on  Fast  day. 

Aid.  Magutre— It  is  construed  differently  by 
the  heads  of  the  departments.  If  the  men  are 
working  on  half  time  they  get  through  Wednes- 
day night  and  the  others  come  to  work  Friday 
morning,  and  pay  is  only  allowed  for  those  two 
days,  and  is  not  allowed  for  Fast  day.  I  want 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Board  to  the  fact 
that  if  it  is  intended  to  give  all  the  employees  a 
holiday  those  who  go  on  on  Friday  should  be 
paid  for  Thursday. 

The  Chairman— Does  the  alderman  press  that 
as  a  motion? 

Aid.  Maguire— I  would  like  to  make  that 
amendment;  yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman — The  Chair  would  request  the 
alderman  to  put  his  motion  in  writing,  so  that 
there  will  be  no  mistake. 

Aid.  Maguire  reduced  his  proposed  amend- 
ment to  the  order  to  writing,  inserting  after  the 
word  allow,  "all  the  employees  that  are  on  the 
pay-roll  a  holiday,  Fast  day,  April  7,  1887." 

The  Chairman  read  the  order  as  it  would  read 
if  the  amendment  was  adopted,  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  instruct  the  heads  of  the  several  de- 
partments of  the  city  government  to  allow  all 
the  employees  that  are  on  the  pay-roll  a  holi- 
day, Fast  day,  April  7,  1887,  without  loss  of  pay, 
as  part  compensation  for  the  services  rendered 
the  city  by  such  employees. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  think  we  are  getting  mixed 
up  here  very  much,  and  there  seems  to  be  a 
great  difference  of  opinion  as  to  how  we  shall 
give  our  friends  a  holiday.  If  it  is  in  order,  I 
would  like  to  substitute  in  place  of  that  order 
that  the  Appropriation  Committee  provide  the 
means  of  giving  the  men  out  of  employ  constant 
work,  and  regular  work,  instead  of  holidays. 
They  are  having  too  many  holidays  now.  Is  that 
in  order  as  a  substitute? 

The  Chairman— I  would  request  the  alderman 
to  repeat  his  substitute  motion,  as  I  did  not 
catch  it. 

Aid.  Bromwich— The  substitute  motion  is  that 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations  provide  the 
means  to  give  the  men  constant  work. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  rule  that 
motion  not  germane  at  this  time. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— Do  I  understand,  if  this 
amendment  prevails,  that  every  man  who  is  on 
the  pay-roll  of  the  city  departments  receives 
pay  for  that  day? 

The  Chairman — Certainly— those  whose  ser- 
vices can  he  dispensed  with. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— Whether  they  are  on  the 
suspended  list  or  not? 

The  Chairman— Yes,  sir. 

Aid.  Maguire's  proposed  amendment  was  de- 
clared adopted. 

Aid.  Allen  doubted  the  vote  on  the  amend- 
ment, and  Aid.  Maguire  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  solving  of  the  doubt.  The  amend- 
ment was  rejected  ;  yeas  6,  nays  6: 

Yeas — Aid.  Carroll,  Donovan,  Lee,  Maguire, 
McLaughlin.  Sullivan— 6. 

Nays— Aid.  Allen,  Bromwich,  Capen,  Haynes, 
N.  G.  Smith,  C.  W.  Smith-6. 

Aid.  Allen  moved  that  the  order  he  indefi- 
nitely postponed,  on  which  motion  Aid.  Lee 
called  for  the  year  and  nays.  Aid.  Allen  with- 
drew the  motion. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence.  Aid. 
Carroll  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 


The  Annual  Estimates. 

8.  Order  that  the  committees  on  the  various 
departments  to  whom  were  referred  the  esti- 
mates of  the  different  departments  be  instruc- 
ted to  send  their  reports  thereon  directly  to  the 
Joint  Standing  Commitee  on  Appropriations. 

Passed  in  concurrence. 

Miscellaneous. 

9.  Order  that  the  superintendent  of  public 
buildings  be  requested  to  ascertain  what  are  the 
defects  in  the  heating  apparatus  of  the  Harvard 
primary  schoolhouse,  Charlestown,  and  take  im- 
mediate steps  to  remedy  the  same,  said  defects 
being  the  cause  of  a  great  deal  of  sickness  among 
the  children  who  attend  the  schor' 

Passed  in  concurrence. 

10.  Order  that  the  city  architect  i>e  authorized 
to  send  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  an 
estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  construction  of  a 
primary  schoolhouse  on  Heath  street,  near  Tre- 
moit  street,  and  that  such  estimate  be  ap- 
proved by  the  aforesaid  committee. 

Amended,  on  motion  of  Aid.  C.  W.  Smith,  by 
striking  out  "approved"  and  inserting  "con- 
sidered," and  as  amended  passed.     Sent   down. 

11.  Order  that  the  superintendent  of  streets  be 
requested  to  report  an  estimate  of  the  amount 
of  money  necessary  during  the  coming  year  to 
put  his  department  on  a  permanent  basis. 

Passed  in  concurrence. 

12.  Order  that  the  Police  Commissioners  be 
requested  to  take  such  steps  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  prevent  the  blocking  of  the  streets  by 
street  peddlers,  especially  Washington  street. 

Passed  in  concurrence. 

13.  Order  that  the  Committee  on  Public  Institu- 
tions report  to  the  City  Council  the  condition  of 
the  hospital  for  male  paupers  at  Rainsford 
Island. 

Passed  in  concurrence. 
confirmation  of  executive  appointments 

Under  unfinished  business  the  Board  proceeded 
to  act  on  the  confirmation  of  the  appointments 
of  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  submitted  at  the  last 
meeting. 

14.  Richard  F.  Tobin,  to  be  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners. 

Committee— Aid.  Carroll,  McLaughlin. 

Twelve  ballots  were  cast;  yes  G,  no  6;  and  the 
appointment  was  declared  not  confirmed. 

Aid.  Carroll  moved  to  reconsider,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail. 

Aid.  Bromwich  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
and  the  reconsideration  prevailed  —  yeas  12, 
nays  0. 

Aid.  Lee  moved  to  proceed  to  another  ballot. 

Aid.  Bromwich  moved  to  assign  to  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Board,  and  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  lost ;  yeas  6,  nays  6: 

Yeas— Aid.  Allen,  Bromwich,  Capen,  Haynes, 
N.  G.  Smith,  C.  W.  Smith— 6. 

Nays— Aid.  Carroll,  Donovan,  Lee,  Maguire, 
McLaughlin,  Sullivan — 6. 

Aid.  Bromwich  moved  to  lay  on  the  table; 
declared  lost.  Aid.  Bromwich  doubted  the  vote 
and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  motion 
was  lost ;  yeas  6,  nays  i; : 

Yeas— Aid.  Allen,  Bromwich,  Capen,  Haynes, 
N.  G.  Smith,  C.  W.  Smith— 6. 

Nays— Aid.  Carroll,  Donovan,  Lee,  McGuiro, 
McLaughlin,  Sullivan— 6. 

A  second  ballot  on  confirmation  was  taken, 
the  same  committee  acting. 

Twelve  ballots  were  cast;  yes  6,  no  6;  and  the 
appointment  was  declared  not  confirmed. 

15.  Appointment  of  R.  E.  Maguire  to  be  a  con- 
stable. 

Committee— Aid.  Haynes,  C.W,  Smith.  Twelve 
ballots  were  cast;  yes  9,  no  3;  and  the  appoint- 
ment was  declared  confirmed. 
jury  list. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the 
Board  of  Registrars  of  Voters  transmitting  the 
list  of  jurors  Qualified  to  serve  in  the  several 
courts  of  the  comity  of  Suffolk,  the  same  having 
been  compiled  bv  said  hoard  in  accordance  with 
Chapter  207  of  the  Acts  of  187<>,  and  having  been 
posted  for  more  than  10  davs  in  the  Court  House 
and  City  Hall,  and  being  transmitted  to  the 
Board  of  Alderman  for  revision  and  acceptance. 

Aid.  Carroll  —  I  find  myself— and  I  have 
ascertained  that  th>ere  are  some  members  of  the 
board  in  the  same  position  as  myself— having  a 
desire  to  make  some  amendments  to  that  list, 
and  I  therefore  move  that  the  further  considera- 
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tion  of  the  subject  be  assigned  to  the  next  meet- 
ing of  this  Board. 
The  motion  to  assign  prevailed. 

POLICE  SALARIES. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Board 
of  Police,  transmitting  certain  ordinances  which 
had  been  submitted  to  them  for  their  approval, 
as  follows : 

Ordinance  to  amend  Chapters  2  and  3  of  the 
Ordinances  of  1887,  so  as  to  make  the  same  take 
effect  on  the  1st  day  of  May,  1887,  instead  of  on 
its  passage,  the  same  having  been  presented  to 
the  mayor  March  1,  1887.  and  was  not  returned 
by  him  within  10  days  thereafter.  The  above 
ordinance  was  endorsed  as  follows : 

Board  of  Police,  March  19,  1887. 

The  Board  of  Police  non-concurred  in  the  fore- 
going ordinance. 

Franklin  C.  Irving,  Clerk. 

Also,  the  ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  4  of  the 
Ordinances  of  1887,  by  adding  thereto  a  new  sec- 
tion so  that  said  Chapter  4  will  take  effect  on 
the  1st  day  of  May,  1887,  bearing  like  endorse- 
ments as  to  presentation  to  the  mayor  and  non- 
currence  of  the  Board  of  Police  as  the  amend- 
ments to  Chapters  2  and  3. 

Aid.  Allen— If  I  understand  the  nature  of 
that  communication  from  the  Board  of  Police, 
it  is  that  they  non-concur  in  the  ordinances 
which  determined  that  the  increase  of  pay  of 
police  officers  should  commence  on  the  first  day 
of  May. 

The  Chairman— That  is  it,  sir. 

Aid.  Allen— I  suppose  it  is  very  well  under- 
stood by  every  member  of  this  Board  that  the 
reason  for  passing  those  ordinances  was  because 
there  was  not  money  enough  in  the  appropria- 
tion to  commence  the  pay  at  the  increased  rate 
earlier  than  the  first  day  of  May.  It  was  not 
from  any  disposition  to  deprive  the  policemen 
of  the  increased  pay,  but  because  of  a  sheer 
financial  inability  to  increase  the  pay  prior  to 
that  date.  I  think  that  if  this  Board  had  thor- 
oughly understood  the  matter  in  the  first  in- 
stance, they  would  have  made  the  increase  date 
from  the  first  day  of  May,  instead  of  from  the 
time  the  ordinance  was  passed.  It  occurs  to  me 
it  would  be  wise  to  lay  this  matter  on  the  table, 
or  refer  it  to  a  committee  for  consideration.  We 
have  not  the  money  to  pay  the  increased  sal- 
aries ;  it  requires  some  820,000 :  and  as  a  member 
of  the  Finance  Committee,  I  don't  see  where  we 
are  going  to  obtain  the  money  that  will  be  re- 
quired. I  do  not  think  there  is  any  disposition 
on  the  part  of  the  members  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee or  the  members  of  this  Board  to  with- 
hold the  increased  pay,  as  soon  as  we  can  get  the 
money  to  pay  it ;  but  we  certainly  cannot  get  the 
money  to  pay  it  until  the  new  appropriation  be- 
comes operative  on  the  first  day  of  May.  We 
passed  this  ordinance  in  good  faith,  and  I  think 
it  ought  to  have  been  so  received  by  the  Board 
of  Police. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Lee  the  communication 
and  the  or  dinances  were  referred  to  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Ordinances. 

SUFFOLK-STREET  DISTRICT. 

The  following  was  received : 

SUFFOLK-STREET  DISTRICT. 

The  following  was  received  and  referred,  on 
motion  of  Aid.  C.  W.  Smith,  to  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands : 

Office  of 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  ] 
Boston,  March  21, 1887. 
To  the  Honorable  City  Council. 

The  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  respect- 
fully report— That  the  city  of  Boston,  when  re- 
conveying  estates  taken  on  the  Suffolk-street 
district,  made  conveyance  of  two  on  Kirkland 
street,  numbered  8  and  10.  By  one  deed  it  con- 
veyed to  O'Neill  No.  8  (which  is  now  the  property 
of  the  Widows  and  Orphans'  Fund  of  Trinity 
Church),  bounding  on  the  face  of  wall  on  land 
of  city  next  west,  which  is  No.  10.  When  later 
it  conveyed  10  to  George  Paul,  it  bounded 
him  by  centre  of  wall  on  land  formerly 
of  city  on  the  east  (No.  8).  This,  the  com- 
missioners are  advised,  leaves  half  the  wall 
in  the  city.  The  Widows  and  Orphans'  Fund, 
wishing  to  improve  its  estate,  asks  that  half  the 
wall  in  question  be  conveyed  to  it,  to  which  the 
adjoining  owner  (of  No.  10)  assents.  The  Street 
Commissioners,  thinking  it  proper  to  grant  this 
petition,  desire  that  authority  be  given  them,  as 


required  oy  ordinance,  to  deed  to  the  Widows 
and  Orphans'  Fund  of  Trinity  Church,  fur  a 
nominal  consideration,  the  parcel  of  land  still 
vested  in  the  city  between  estates  8  and  10  Kirk- 
land street,  as  above  recited. 
By  order  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners. 
J.  H.  Jenkins,  Clerk. 
Referred,  on  motion  of  Aid.  C.  W.  Smith,  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Claims,  as  follows  : 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Ellis  S.  Jellison,  for 
compensation  for  personal  injuries  received,  re- 
commending that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to 
withdraw- 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Martha  A.  Kelly,  for 
compensation  for  personal  injuries  received  on 
Berwick  Park,  Feb.  25,  1886,  recommending  that 
the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Margaret  Fay,  for 
compensation  for  personal  injuries  received  on 
Mindora  street,  Jan.  25,  188G.  recommending  that 
the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw. 

Report  ou  the  petition  of  Margaret  Sullivan, 
for  compensation  for  personal  injuries  received 
on  Summer  street,  Dec.  8,  1886,  recommending 
that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Elizabeth  J.  Smith, 
for  compensation  for  personal  injuries  received ' 
on  Tremont  street,  Feb.  7,  1886,  recommending 
that  the  petioner  have  leave  to  withdraw. 

Reports  severally  accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  notice  of  Jonathan  Stone,  of 
damages  to  his  property  on  Marion  and  Jackson 
streets,  Charlestown,  on  account  of  overflow  of 
the  sewer  in  Bunker-hill  street,  recommending 
reference  of  the  same  to  the  Committee  on 
Sewers  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Accepted,  and  said  reference  ordered.  Sent 
down. 

PERMITS  FOR  STEAM   ENGINES. 

Aid.  Haynes  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Steam  Engines  recommending  that 
licenses  be  granted  as  follows : 

A.  S.  Mansfield,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
boiler  of  15-horse  power  for  heating  and  power 
purposes  on  West  Newton  street. 

A.  W.  Perry,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler 
of  two-horse  power  for  heating  at  93  Summer 
street. 

Haffenrefeer  &  Co.,  to  locate  and  use  steam 
boiler  for  motive  power  on  Bismarck  street,  near 
Germania  street,  Ward  23. 

William  Ratcliffe,  to  erect  and  use  a  station- 
ary steam  engine  of  eight-horse  power  on  Hunt- 
ington avenue,  corner  of  Ward  street,  Ward  22. 

Atlantic  Stone  Company,  to  erect  and  use  a 
stationary  steam  engine  of  five-horse  power  at 
474^78  Atlantic  avenue. 

J.  F.  Faxon,  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary 
steam  engine  of  80-horse  power  at  10  Utica  street, 
Ward  12. 

James  S.  Stone,  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary 
steam  engine  of  45-horse  power  at  corner  of  Pur- 
chase and  Pearl  streets. 

H.  M.  Plimpton  &  Co.,  to  erect  and  use  a  sta- 
tionary steam  engine  of  10-horse  power  at  146-150 
Pearl  street,  Ward  12. 

Burke  Brothers,  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary 
steam  engine  of  six-horse  power  at  27  Hancock 
street,  Ward  20,  Dorchester. 

Isaac  O.  Fleet,  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary 
steam  engine  of  eight-horse  power  at  rear  of  121 
Sumner  street,  E.  B. 

Boston  Wharf  Company,  to  9reect  and  use  a 
stationary  steam  engine  of  80-horse  power  on  A 
street,  corner  Congress  street. 

R.  T.  Parker,  trustee,  to  erect  and  use  a  station- 
ary steam  engine  of  50-horse  power  at  206-228 
Franklin  street.  Ward  12. 

Reports  severally  accepted  and  licenses  grant- 
ed on  the  usual  conditions. 

HEALTH— SALARIES     OF     PORT    PHYSICIAN    AND 

ASSISTANT. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  reports  from  the  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Health  as  follows: 

Report  on  the  order  requesting  the  mayor  to 
report  to  the  City  Council  in  regard  to  cleaning 
street  crossings— That  in  their  opinion  no  fur- 
ther action  is  necessary  on  the  part  of  the  City 
Council. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  ordinance  to  amend  the  Revised 
Ordinances  of  1885  so  as  to  increase  the  salaries 
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of  the  port  physician  and  assistant — That  in 
their  opinion  the  ordinance  ought  not  to  pass. 

The  question  was  on  the  acceptance  of  the  re- 
port. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  believe  that  is  the  physi- 
cian that  has  charge  of  the  quarantine.  I  would 
like  to  ask  the  alderman  if  I  am  correct  in  that? 

Aid.  Allen— My  impression  is  that  the  alder- 
man is  correct.  The  port  physician  and  assist- 
ant port  physician  have  charge  of  those  matters. 
The  port  physician  has  a  salary  of  $1200,  and  he 
receives  also  from  institutions  a  further  salary 
of  $500,  making  a  salary  of  $1700  and  his  board. 
The  assistant  receives  $850  and  his  board.  That 
is  the  state  of  the  case  as  it  appeared  before  the 
committee,  and  the  committee  asked  the  Board 
of  Health,  under  whose  direction  the  port  phy- 
sician and  assistant  port  physician-  are,  in  re- 
gard to  the  salary.  They  said  they  could  not 
advise  us  to  recommend  an  increase.  In  view 
of  the  statement  made  by  them  the  committee 
reported  as  it  has  done,  that  the  ordinance  ought 
not  to  pass.  I  understand  the  real  facts  are  that 
the  assistant  port  physician  desired  to  have  his 
salary  increased.but  his  friends  thought  the  little 
bit  of  an  increase  desired  on  that  wouldn't  go 
through  unless  a  request  for  an  increase  on  the 
part  of  some  one  else  was  sent  in  with  it.  There- 
fore the  ordinance  was  made  so  that  the  salary 
of  both  these  officers  might  be  increased,  but  the 
committee  didn't  see  that  it  was  desirable  to  in- 
crease the  salary  of  either  of  them.  The  commit- 
tee did  consider  whether  it  was  worth  while  to 
report  in  a  new  draft  in  favor  of  increasing  the 
salary  of  the  assistant  only,  but  upon  mature  de- 
liberation—and we  considered  it  at  two  different 
sessions  of  the  committee — the  committee  de- 
cided to  renort  as  they  have  done. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  haven't  been  strongly  in 
favor  of  increasing  salaries  except  for  what  I 
considered  good  and  sufficient  reasons.  I  have 
always  been  found  willing  to  pay  a  man  a  fair 
compensation  for  his  services.  I  am  a  little  sur- 
prised at  the  attitude  of  my  friend  here  on  my 
right,  who  would  vote  for  an  increase  of  salaries 
the  other  day  for  service  which  requires  very 
little  more  than  ordinary  labor,  raising  salaries 
from  $1500  to  $2000,  and  then  bring  in  here  such 
a  report  as  this— 

Aid.  Allen— That  is  the  time  when  I  made  a 
mistake. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— Refusing  to  increase  the 
salary  of  an  educated  physician  who  has  given 
a  large  portion  of  his  life  to  equip  himself 
for  his  profession,  and  upon  whose  skill,  judg- 
ment, sagacity,  and  integrity  depend  the  wel- 
fare, the  safety,  and  the  health  of  this  good  city. 
That  physician,  I  am  told,  requires  the  services 
of  a  very  intelligent,  careful,  and  faithful  man, 
and  that  service,  I  am  told,  during  the  summer 
time,  is  from  sunrise,  or  about  3  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  until  sunset  at  night,  and  then  for  any 
time  beyond  that  that  the  committee  may  see 
fit  to  occupy  his  boat.  He  is  on  the  sea  in  his 
boat  at  about  3  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  re- 
mains there  to  fulfill  his  regular  duties  until 
sundown,  and  then  he  is  at  the  service  of  the 
committee  at  any  hour  of  the  night  they  see  fit 
to  go  home.  He  is  bound  to  go  aboard  of  and  in- 
spect every  vessel  that  comes  into  this  harbor 
to  see  if  it  is  safe  or  if  there  is  any  disease 
aboard  of  it.  He  must  be  able  to  judge  whether 
there  is  a  case  of  smallpox,  or  yellow  fever,  or 
any  other  contagious  disease,  aboard  of  that 
boat.  He  must  be  familiar  with  the  ordinance 
declaring  whether  vessels  shall  be  stopped  at 
quarantine  or  not.  He  must  be  a  man  of  skill, 
judgment,  and  intelligence  of  a  superior  order, 
for  upon  him,  as  I  said  before,  depends  in  a  great 
measure  the  health  and  safety  of  this  city,  and 
we  pay  him  the  niggardly  sum  of  $850  a  year— 
about  what  we  pay  to  an  ordinary  laborer  who 
swings  bis  pick  and  shovel  in  this  city— and  we 
are  asked  to  draw  the  line  on  that.  After  we  have 
paid  officials  here,  not  on  account  of  their  merit 
or  the  quality  of  work  they  do,  but  simply  on 
account  of  the  quantity  and  multitude  of 
friends  whom  they  are  able  to  rally  to  their  sup- 
port, we  are  asked  to  draw  the  line  on  this 
office.  This  man  is  paid  the  niggardly  sum  of 
$850  a  year  for  intelligence  that  ought  to 
bring  him  five  or  six  thousand  dollars  a 
year,  at  least.  Now  I  think  it  is  aSdisgraee 
to  the  city  that  we  should  ask  an  intelligent  man 
to  accept  a  position  of  responsibility  and  trust 
like  that  for  any  such  salary.  It  has  been  said 
here  that  we  ought  to  pay  men  to  make  them 
honest.    Here  is  a  man  who  is  subjected  to  all 


sorts  of  temptations.  Here  is  a  great  steamer 
which  has  come  in  from  Europe,  for  instance, 
filled  with  passengers  who  are  anxious  to  get  to 
their  homes.  It  may  have  a  case  of  contagious 
disease  aboard.  That  man,  if  he  is  not  entirely 
reliable,  may,  through  his  cupidity,  or  through 
his  poverty,  perhaps,  if  he  is  only  paid  that  nig- 
gardly sum,  allow  that  vessel,  with  a  contagious 
disease  aboard,  to  go  up  the  harbor,  and  as  a 
consequence  the  life  and  safety  of  every  man  in 
this  city  would  be  endangered.  Now,  I  believe 
in  economy.  I  believe  we  should  practice 
economy  at  all  times,  but  not  a  niggardly 
economy  of  this  kind.  I  have  opposed  increases 
of  salaries  where  I  thought  the  men  were 
well  paid,  but  I  have  never  been  found 
standing  here  opposing  the  salaries  of  men 
who  have  been  paid  in  this  disgraceful  manner. 
This  man  has  no  opportunity  to  earn  anything 
else  but  this  $850,  I  am  told,  and  I  believe  I  am 
correct  in  that,  and  he  has  been  there  for  two 
or  three  years,  I  think.  He  has  been  there  for 
some  time  certainly, — I  think  two  years,  at  any 
rate,  and  we  were  told  here  the  other  day  that 
when  a  man  had  given  two  years'  service  in  any 
department  he  was  valuable  and  his  services 
ought  to  be  worth  more,  and  his  pay  should  be 
increased.  That  should  be  especially  true  of  a 
department  of  this  kind.  Just  think  of  it;  a 
man  competent  to  go  aboard  a  vessel  with  300  or 
400  passengers,  immigrants  or  otherwise,  and 
decide  whether  there  is  a  case  of  disease  that 
would  be  contagious.  It  requires  not  only  a 
physician,  but  a  physician  of  no  marked  ability, 
and  I  am  surprised  that  we  can  find  a  man  who 
will  accept  a  position  for  that.  I  can  only  account 
for  it  by  the  fact  that  young  men  go  there  to  get 
some  experience.  "Well,  that  isn't  a  safe  place 
for  students.  "We  should  put  a  man  there  who 
is  competent  for  the  duty,  and  demonstrated 
that  by  not  allowing  a  single  vessel  to  escape 
him  is  competent.  That  has  been  proven,  and 
having  been  there  that  length  of  time  he  should 
be  paid  enough  to  support  himself  decently,  and 
keep  him  honest,  if  it  is  necessary.  I  don't  be- 
lieve that  in  this  case  or  any  other  case  such  a 
thing  is  necessary,  but  I  do  believe  that  in  any 
case  the  city  should  pay  him  a  decent  sum  of 
money.  I  believe  they  should  pay  him  at  least 
$1200.  We  should  certainly  pay  him  as  much  as 
we  pay  ordinary  mechanics.  Here  we  pay  me- 
chanics $2000  a  year,  and  pretty  ordinary  me- 
chanics at  that.  I  don't  know  what  more  I  can 
say,  Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen,  to  influence 
the  Board.  I  don't  know  that  I  can  influence 
them  in  any  way,  but  I  don't  believe  this  is  the 
right  place  to  draw  the  line,  and  I  hope  that  the 
Board  will  have  an  opportunity  to  give  the 
subject  further  consideration. 

Aid.  Allen — The  alderman  on  my  left  has 
certainly  made  a  very  pathetic  appeal  for  the 
young  man,  who  is  about  25  years  of  age.  The 
committee  gave  a  good  deal  of  consideration  to 
this  case  and  brought  it  up  at  two  different 
meetings,  and  upon  the  most  positive  assurance 
of  the  Board  of  Health  that  quite  a  number  of 
persons  were  standing  in  line  whom  they  would 
deem  competent  to  fill  this  position,  and  who 
would  be  very  glad  to  get  it  at  the  price  that  has 
been  paid,  the  committee  concluded  that  it 
wasn't  worth  while  to  raise  the  salary.  I  don't 
know  that  it  is  necessary  to  answer  this  pathetic 
appeal.    I  make  a  simple  statement  of  facts. 

Aid.  Bromwich — I  am  not  at  all  surprised  at 
what  some  of  the  Health  Commissioners  may 
say.  Any  gentleman  who  has  a  parti- 
cle of  feeling,  if  what  the  alderman 
has  said  is  true,— and  I  feel  sure  he 
would  not  have  said  it  if  it  were  not 
true,— that  that  man  is  compelled  to  be 
on  duty  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year  from 
sunrise  to  sunset— must  acknowledge  that  that 
is  a  wrong  state  of  affairs.  That  is  16  hours  a 
day,  and  it  is  contrary  to  all  rules  and  usages  in 
the  city  of  Boston  to  work  16  hours  a  day.  But 
if  he  does  so,  and  I  suppose  it  is  true,  and  that 
there  is  no  doubt  of  it,  for  the  paltry  sum  of 
$850  a  year,  I  think  it  is  a  disgrace  to  us  and  will 
be  a  disgrace  to  us  if  we  don't  give  hiin  some- 
what proper  remuneration  for  liis  services,  no 
matter  how  many  stand  in  rank  and  file  there 
to  take  his  position.  I  can  mention,  I  dare  say, 
five  hundred  who  would  like  to  take  the  posi- 
tions <rf  the  Board  of  Health,  who  would  be 
quite  as  well  qualified  to  fill  the  position  as  the 
present  members  are,  and  who  would  do  it  at  a 
great  deal  less  salary.  I  don't  know  what  the 
order  is ;  I  didn't  hear  it,  but  after  the  remarks 
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of  the  alderman  from  the  Highlands,  I  think 
there  isn't  any  doubt  in  any  alderman's  mind 
that  a  proper  salary  should  be  given. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— As  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee I  am,  of  course,  opposed  to  increasing  the 
salary  of  the  assistant  port  physician.  I  am  op- 
posed to  it.  sir,  not  because  I  think  this  is  an  in- 
justice to  the  young  doctor,  but  because  I  think 
it  is  a  place  where  he  is  well  paid  for  the  duties 
lie  performs.  The  Board  of  Directors  of  Public 
Institutions  have  a  young  doctor  who,  I  have  no 
doubt,  would  be  glad  to  swap  places  with  this 
young  doctor,  because  he  has  the  same  arduous 
duties  and  gets  $250  less.  Now,  when  they  say 
he  only  gets  $850  a  year,  they  must  bear  in  mind 
that  he  gets  his  board,  and  you  all  know  how 
they  live.  It  is  equivalent  to  $2000  a  year,  and 
that  I  consider  for  a  young  doctor  starting  out 
from  college,  in  a  place  where  he  can  obtain  ex- 
perience and  profit  by  everything  else  that  he 
comes  across  in  his  line,  fitting  him  for  the  gen- 
eral duties  of  a  doctor,  is  very  good  pay.  In  the 
winter  they  devote  a  great  deal  more  time  to 
billiards  than  they  do  to  quarantine.  In  the 
summer  it  is  nice  weather,  and  it  is  pleasant  to 
be  on  the  water.  Hehas$850ayearand  hisboard 
and  quarters.  The  assistant  city  physician,  or 
one  of  them,  in  Boston,  gets  but  $1200,  and  has 
to  board  himself.  Another  gets  one  thousand 
and  has  to  board  himself.  If  there  is  any  con- 
tagious disease  in  any  section  of  Boston,  those 
gentlemen  have  to  expose  themselves  just  as 
much  as  he  does.  They  are  not  as  well  paid  for 
their  services,  although,  as  the  alderman  says, 
they  have  a  better  chance  to  improve  their 
time.  But  he  has  a  greater  advantage  than 
they,  because  he  has  the  opportunity  to  improve 
a  great  deal  of  his  time  in  becoming  familiar 
with  certain  subjects,  and  when  he  leaves  there 
he  will  be  master  of  them.  I  don't  know  as  I 
can  say  a  great  deal  more. — only  this,  that  the 
directors  for  public  institutions  pay  the  doctor 
on  Rainsford  Island  $600  a  year  and  his  board. 
He  has  certainly  as  arduous  duties  as  the  assist- 
ant port  physician,  and,  in  my  opinion,  he 
should  get  an  equal  salary  or  more,  because  he 
doesn't  have  an  equal  chance  for  improvement. 
He  has,  of  course,  a  great  deal  of  time  that  he 
can  use  to  his  own  advantage,  but  he  doesn't 
profit  by  the  same  experience  that  the  assistant 
port  physician  does.  I  don't  look  upon  the  $850 
as  a  salary.  I  don't  consider  that  a  salary  at  all 
for  a  doctor,  but  I  consider  that  he  is  having  the 
chance  that  most  young  doctors  look  for— a 
chance  to  go  out  of  college  and  earn  something 
and  practice  what  he  has  been  taught.  I  hope 
the  report  of  the  committee  will  be  adhered  to. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  believe  I  know  a  little  some- 
thing of  the  duties  of  port  physicians,  and  to 
hear  my  friend  Aid.  Smith  describe  the  arduous 
duties  of  those  gentlemen  is  news  to  me.  I  know 
something  about  the  duty  of  examining  the  pas- 
sengers on  the  ocean  steamers.  Each  of  those 
great  ocean  steamers  carries  a  doctor,  and  that 
doctor  examines  the  passengers  on  the  list  car- 
ried out  by  the  steamer,  and:  when  he  arrives  in 
port  he  has  a  nice  little  report  of  the  condition 
of  the  passengers,  which  he  hands  to  the  port 
physician  when  that  officer  steps  upon  the  deck, 
and  the  physician  goes  by  that  report ;  he  never 
looks  at  the  passengers,  except  a  fe'w  of  them. 
He  goes  by  that  report,  and  he  never  gets  any 
contagious  diseases.  It  is  very  amusing  to  hear 
his  duties  described  as  hard  and  arduous.  Why, 
it  is  certainly  like  being  out  on  a  yachting  ex- 
cursion all  summer. 

Aid.  Bromwich— Between  the  statements  of 
the  alderman  from  the  Highlands  and  those  of 
the  alderman  from  East  Boston,  who  knows  all 
about  it,  it  seems  to  me  we  have  got  a  young 
man  down  there  who  don't  know  much,  and  he 
is  practicing  down  there  in  order  to  make  him- 
self worth  something.  I  say,  God  help  the  city 
of  Boston  for  the  help  he  gives  to  the  city  to 
prevent  the  coming  in  of  contagious  diseases.  • 

Aid.  McLaughlin— I  would  like  to  correct  the 
alderman  by  saying  that  there  is  a  port  physician 
of  some  experience. 

Aid.  Bromwich— Yes,  sir,  but  the  port  physi- 
cian has  not  been  on  the  boat  several  times 
when  I  have  been  there  when  there  have  been 
several  hundred  passengers  on  hoard  an  ocean 
steamer.  If  the  city  of  Boston  is  at  the  mercy 
of  a  young,  inexperienced,  practicing  physician, 
I  think  we  havebeen  wonderfullv  preserved  to 
keep  in  the  condition  of  freedom  from  conta- 
gious diseases  that  we  have  in  the  last  few 
years.    If  the  city  of  Boston  cannot  afford  to 
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place  a  port  physician  thereof  some  acknowl- 
edged ability  before  lie  goes  there,  the  s.  oner 
we  abolish  the  office  altogether  and  let  the  port 

Ehysician  do  the  whole  of  it.  the  better  it  will 
e  for  the  city  of  Boston,  for  I  durst  wager  that 
the  young,  inexperienced  infant  that  you  have 
there  now  does  more  than  half  the  business.  I 
am  well  aware  that  the  doctors  on  the  ocean 
steamers  make  up  their  list  of  diseases,  if  they 
have  had  any,  and  that  their  report  is  handed  to 
the  city  officer  at  quarantine  before  the  steamer 
comes  to  anchor.  But  in  my  opinion  those  steam- 
er doctors  are  not  always  to  be  trusted,  and  we 
should  have  a  good  experienced  man  to  go  on 
board  of  the  boat,  a  man  that  knows  as  much 
as  the  aoctor  on  the  steamer,  or  else  what  protec- 
tion have  the  people  of  this  city/  Now,  I  say, 
let  us  abolish  the  office  entirely  or  else  give  a 

food  and  sufficient  salary,  so  that  a  man  cannot 
e  possibly  bribed,  and  who  certainly  will  have 
knowledge  enough  to  know  whether  the  doctors 
on  board  these  boats  are  telling  the  truth  or 
not.  Anyhow.  16  hours  a  day  is  more  than  the 
rule.  He  works  from  sunrise  to  sunset,  and  if 
ou  can  make  that  less  than  16  hours,  I  should 
ike  to  know  how. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— I  should  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  who  said  he  worked  from  sunrise  to 
sunset? 

Aid.  Bromwich— Well,  it  has  been  asserted 
here,  and  he  wrorks  for  $850,  and  the  greater  part 
of  that  time,  I  believe  it  has  been  stated  here,  is 
spent  in  playing  billiards  and  other  innocent 
games.  I  think  we  had  better  abolish  the  office 
altogether  or  else  make  the  salary  so  that  a 
proper,  efficient  man  will  be  placed  there. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— It  has  been  said  here  many 
times  that  an  official  should  be  well  paid  for 
his  services,  for  the  experience  he  has  had  in 
the  department ;  that  even  in  the  construction  of 
a  building  a  man  should  have  great  experience, 
and  that  his  experience  is  of  great  value  to  the 
community  because  a  building  might  fall  down 
and  injure  somebody  because  it  was  improperly 
constructed,  and  in  case  of  fire  the  people  who 
lived  in  it  might  be  destroyed.  But  this  is  an 
office  that  eoncernes  the  health  of  every  man, 
woman  and  child  in  this  city,  and  yet  the  office 
is  considered  of  no  importance  whatever.  You 
take  a  boy  out  of  college  and  send  him  down 
there  to  learn  something ;  and  he  is  going  to 
practice  on  the  health  of  (he  community.  Now 
I  am  not  speaking  for  any  individual  who  oc- 
cupies this  position.  I  am  speaking  for  the 
office.  If  it  is  a  fact  that  the  Committee  on 
Health  tells,  that  this  is  simply  a  training  school 
for  college  boys,  then  it  is  time  for  us  to  make  a 
change ;  it  is  time  that  we  had  a  man  of  ex- 
perience in  an  office  that  so  nearly  concerns  the 
people  of  this  city  as  that  does.  I  said  that  he 
had  to  be  on  his  boat  watching  for  vessels  com- 
ing in  from  sunrise  to  sunset.  I  reiterate  that 
statement,  believing  that  I  am  correct;  during  a 
certain  part  of  the  year,  from  June  until  the 
fall,  every  vessel  that  comes  in  has  to  he  in- 
spected. His  duties  are  to  inspect  that  vessel 
and  all  aboard  of  her,  and  see  that  there  are  no 
rags  or  other  articles  which  are  liable  to  bring 
in  contagious  diseases,  and  that  there  is  no 
contagious  disease  among  the  passengers.  If 
he  chooses  to  accept  the  report  of  the  ship 
physician  and  take  that  for  granted  without 
further  inspection,  then  he  does  not  do  his  duty 
as  he  ought  to  do  it  and  as  the  city  is  entitled  to 
have  it  done.  He  should  be  absolutely  sure  that 
there  is  no  contagious  disease  on  every  vessel 
that  comes  into  the  harbor.  I  believe  that  no  case 
of  contagious  disease  has  escaped  the  attention 
of  our  port  physicians,  and  that  is  evidence  that 
they  have  done  their  duty  well.  Now  as  regards 
their  living.  I  don't  think  they  live  very  much 
better  than  the  other  residents  of  that  island. 
I  think  they  have  the  regular  staple  dishes, 
whatever  they  may  be,  each  day.  I  don't  think 
they  have  any  select  table  nor  any  wine,  or  that 
they  live  riotously  in  any  way.  I  think  they 
live  in  accordance  with  the  cuisine  of  that  is- 
land, and  that  they  would  be  glad  to  change 
their  place  of  residence  if  thev  could  come  to 
the  main  land.  But  there  they  are  from  morn- 
ing to  night,  and  from  night  to  morning,  and 
the  only  recreation  they  have  is  a  game  of  bil- 
liards; and  I  understand  the  Committee  on 
Health  object  to  a  game  of  billiards.  They  can- 
not go  out  in  the  evening  to  the  theatre  or  to  see 
their  girls,  and  I  acknowledge  that  there  is  no 
means  of  recreation  except  billiards  or  smoking. 

Aid.  Allen— Do  the  committee  object  to  that? 
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Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— That  is  what  one  of  the 
committee  said.  He  said  they  spent  most  of 
their  time  playing  billiards. 

Aid.  Allen— He  did  not  object  to  it, 

Aid,  N.  G.  Smith— You  spoke  in  that  way  as 
though  playing  billiards  was  rather  derogatory 
to  a  young  doctor,  They  have  no  other  way  of 
amusing  themselves.  They  are  often  called  up 
at  night  to  assist  the  physicians  on  the  island. 
They  have  to  go  on  board  of  vessels  in  the  worst 
kind  of  weather.  They  don't  always  have  a 
pleasant  time,  by  any  means.  They  are  called 
out  in  the  rain  as  well  as  in  the  sunshine,  in 
stormy  as  well  as  in  fair  weather,  and  anybody 
who  knows  about  shipping  as  well  as  my  friend 
on  the  left  does  will  acknowledge  that  it  isn't 
an  easy  thing  to  step  from  a  tug  to  a  schooner  in 
a  gale  of  wind,  and  it  is  not  so  easy  to  run  up 
against  a  big  ocean  steamer  that  will  not  stop 
for  you  until  she  gets  into  port,  and  you  cannot 
help  yourself.  Besides,  it  costs  a  good  deal  of 
money  for  a  great  ocean  steamer  to  bank  her 
fires,  put  out  her  anchors  and  remain  outside 
over  night,  and  if  it  was  a  little  after  sundown 
they  would  perhaps  be  willing  to  give  the  phy- 
sician a  good  round  sum  if  he  would  let  them 
go  without  detaining  them  for  inspection,  for  if 
they  can  go  up  the  harbor  it  might  save  them 
hundreds  of  dollars.  They  might  be  willing  to 
pay  §500,  and  that  would  be  a  temptation  to  a 
man  starving  on  $850  a  year.  But  such  a  thing 
as  that  has  never  occurred,  and  if  we  have  an 
officer  of  that  kind,  honest  and  trustworthy  and 
faithful,  we  ought  to  be  willing  to  pay  him 
something  in  accordance  with  the  requirements 
of  the  office,  to  offset  any  temptation  of  that 
kind  that  might  occur. 

The  report  was  accepted.  Aid.  N.  G.  Smith 
moved  a  reconsideration  and  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays.    The  motion  was  lost ;  yeas  5,  nays  7 : 

Yeas— Aid.  Bromwich,  Capen,  Donovan,  Lee, 
N.  G.  Smith. -5. 

Nays— Aid.  Allen,  Carroll,  Haynes,  Maguire, 
McLaughlin,  C.  W.  Smith,  Sullivan— 7. 

Sent  down. 

STABLES. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health  (Aid.)  that  leave  be  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions  to  occupy  stables  as  follows : 

Andrew  A.  Meyer,  new  wooden,  three  horses, 
Folsom  street,  West  Roxbury,  Ward  23. 

S.  S.  Putnam,  Jr,,  new  wooden,  one  horse, 
Neponset  avenue,  between  Tolman  and  Com- 
mercial streets,  Ward  24. 

Jaazaniah  A.  Paine,  new  wooden,  one  horse, 
Puritan  avenue,  Dorchester,  off  Richfield  street. 
Ward  24. 

Timothy  Connolly,  new  wooden,  three  horses 
and  one  cow,  Washington  street,  Dorchester, 
Ward  24. 

Lorenzo  Stockinger,  new  wooden,  one  horse, 
Chestnut  avenue,  Jamaica  Plain,  Ward  23. 

Tileston  Bros.,  wooden,  four  additional  horses, 
Centre  street,  opposite  Church  street,  Ward  23. 

George  P.  Sewell,  new  wooden,  four  horses, 
Columbia  street,  Dorchester,  Ward  24. 

J.  D.  Packard  &  Son,  old  wooden,  six  addi- 
tional horses,  Brighton  avenue,  Ward  25. 

Brice  S.  Evans,  new  iron,  five  horses,  Camden 
street,  Ward  19. 

Reports  severally  accepted  and  leave  granted 
on  the  usual  conditions. 

REMOVAL  OF  TREE. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common  (Aid.)  recommending  that 
leave  be  granted  to  George  Curtis  and  L.  A. 
Bolster,  trustees  under  will  of  Nelson  Curtis,  to 
remove  a  tree  on  Shirley  street  at  their  own  ex- 
pense. 

Report  accepted  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

FANEUIL  HALL. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings 
recommending  that  leave  be  granted,  on  the 
usual  conditions,  David  D.  Sheehan  and  others, 
to  use  Faneuil  Hall  on  the  evening  of  March  28, 
1887. 

Accepted,  and  leave  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions. 

REPORTS  FROM  THE  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  recommending  the  passage 
of  the  following  orders. 

Ordered,  That  the  city  treasurer  be  author- 


ized to  pay  to  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of 
Sinking  Funds  the  balance  of  appropriations 
for  land,  Bussey  Park  and  Arnold  Arboretum 
$67.29,  and  land,  Charles-river  embankment 
#113.55,  all  claims  for  land  damages  having  been 
settled, 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule ;  yeas  11,  nays  0.    Sent  down. 

Ordered,  That  the  city  treasurer  be  author- 
ized to  pay  to  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of 
Sinking  Funds  the  amount  of  premium  received 
from  the  sale  of  bonds  for  the  public  park  con- 
struction amounting  to  $57,600,  said  amount  to 
be  credited  to  a  sinking  fund  for  the  payment 
of  said  bonds. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule ;  yeas  8,  nays  0.    Sent  down. 

Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  be  authorized 
to  place  to  the  credit  of  appropriations,  all 
amounts  drawn  therefrom  to  pay  the  expenses 
of  committees  or  city  officials,  which  are  not 
afterwards  expended  and  paid  to  the  city  col- 
lector. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule ;  yeas  10,  nays  0.    Sent  down. 

AMES  PLOW  COMPANY'S  LEASE. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  the  following : 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  to  whom  was  referred  by  the  Com- 
mon Council  the  order  for  the  superintendent 
of  public  buildings  to  renew  the  lease  of  the 
rooms  over  Quincy  Market  to  the  Ames  Plow 
Company  for  a  term  of  three  years,  having  con- 
sidered the  subject,  respectfully  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  order  in  the  following  new 
draft : 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  public 
buildings  be  authorized,  with  the  approval  of 
His  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  renew  the  lease  of  the 
rooms  over  Quincy  Market  to  the  Ames  Plow 
Company  for  a  term  of  three  years  from  April  1, 
1887,  at  an  annual  rental  of  $2500. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

LUNATIC  HOSPITAL. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Public  Institutions,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  request  of  the  directors 
for  public  institutions,  that  a  certain  tract  of 
land  of  the  city  in  South  Boston  may  be  placed 
in  their  custody,  having  considered  the  subject, 
respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing order : 

Ordered,  That  the  tract  of  land  in  South  Bos- 
ton, bounded  by  First,  Second,  M  and  N  streets, 
containing  about  190,175  square  feet,  and  now  in 
charge  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners, 
be  hereby  transferred  to  the  custody  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  for  Public  Institutions,  for 
the  uses  of  the  Lunatic  Hospital. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

BRIDGE  CLOSED. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an  order— That  Con- 
gress-street bridge  be  closed  to  public  travel 
from  7  o'clock  in  the  evening  on  the  22d  inst.,  to 
5  o'clock  in  the  morning  on  the  23d  inst.,  and  as 
many  consecutive  nights  thereafter,  between 
the  hours  of  7  o'clock  in  the  evening  and  5 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  as  may  be  necessary  to 
complete  the  dredging  of  the  channel  through 
said  drawway,  which  is  proposed  to  be  done  by 
the  United  States  government. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

salaries  of  drawtenders, 

Aid.  Sullivan  submitted  reports  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Bridges,  as  follows: 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw 
upon  the  following  petitions : 

Drawtender  of  Dover-street  bridge,  for  an  in- 
crease of  pay. 

•P.  Henrv  Boyle,  engineer  at  Congress-street 
bridge,  for  an  increase  of  pay, 

M.  O'Brien,  engineer  of  Broadway  bridge,  for 
an  increase  of  salary. 

Daniel  S.  Lawrence,  assistant  drawtender, 
Chelsea  bridge,  south,  for  an  increase  of  salary. 

Drawtender  and  assistants  on  Federal-street 
bridge,  for  an  increase  of  pay. 

Drawtender  on  Maiden  bridge,  for  an  increase 
of  pay. 

Reports  severally  accepted.    Sent  down. 

NEW  SCHOOLHOUSE  IN  SOUTH  BOSTON. 

Aid.  Carroll  submitted  the  following : 
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The  Committee  on  Schools,  etc..  to  whom  was 
referred  the  order  for  them  to  report  a  suitable 
site  in  South  Boston,  with  the  price  thereof, 
upon  which  to  erect  a  grammar  schoolhouse,  hav- 
ing considered  the  subject,  respectfully  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order : 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  author- 
ized to  purchase,  as  a  site  for  a  grammar  school- 
house  in  South  Boston,  a  parcel  of  land  on  the 
easterly  side  of  H  street,  between  Fifth  and 
Sixth  streets,  containing  37,500  square  feet,  for 
the  sum  of  80  cents  per  square  foot,  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  grammar  schoolhouse, 
South  Boston. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and,  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule,  the  order  was  put  upon  its 
passage. 

Aid.  Carroll— That  might  appear  to  the 
members  of  the  Board  to  be  a  considerable 
amount  of  money,  and  I,  for  one,  do  not  want 
anything  of  the  kind  to  go  through  the  Board 
without  making  an  explanation,  so  that  each 
member  of  the  Board  may  understand  fully  why 
the  committee  makes  the  recommendation.  It 
is  an  unanimous  report  of  the  committee,  and 
my  associate  on  the  committee.  Aid.  Haynes,  is 
more  familiar  with  the  facts  than  I  am.  But  to 
briefly  state  them  as  I  know  them  they  are  as 
follows:  The  Committee  on  Schools  and  School- 
houses  appointed  a  sub-committee,  consisting 
of  Aid.  Haynes,  Mr.  Leary  and  Mr.  Foss,  I  be- 
lieve— it  is  marked  on  the  paper — who  went  over 
to  South  Boston  and  saw  the  masters  of  the  dif- 
ferent schools,  and  had  with  them  some  gentle- 
men who  are  members  of  the  City  Council.  After 
examining  the  different  sites  we  found  that  on 
one  corner,  where  there  was  a  very  large  hill, 
they  wanted  a  dollar  a  foot  with  the  hill  cleared 
to  the  level.  Diagonally  across  is  the  land  we 
recommend,  which  has  but  very  little  rising  in 
it,  and  cleared  to  the  level  they  will  sell  for  80 
cents  a  foot.  So  the  alderman  who  is  authorized 
to  speak  stated.  Aid.  Haynes  thought  very  well 
of  the  lot  which  we  have  recommended  at  80 
cents  a  foot,  and  he  has  carried  on  whatever 
correspondence  there  has  been  with  the  agents 
for  that  land,  and  in  meeting  of  the  full  commit- 
tee he  presented  a  map  of  the  land  together  with 
the  price  of  the  land,  and  the  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  School  Board  recommended  to  the 
Committee  on  Schoolhouses  the  purchase  of  this 
particular  site.  It  will  not  be  necessary  for  this 
particular  schoolhouse  that  you  should  require 
so  much  land,  but  the  committee  felt  that  in 
buying  the  land  they  were  making  a  safe  invest- 
ment for  the  city  government.  As  the  land  is  situ- 
ated, taking  it  250  feet  on  one  side  and  125  feet  on 
the  other,  and  you  have  your  land  with  three 
sides,  and  it  is  impossible  to  shut  you  out.  The 
committee  have  been  unanimous  in  their  re- 
port, and  if  so  .much  land  was  not  desired  proba- 
bly the  mayor  would  have  the  land  cut  up  smal- 
ler.   Those  are  the  facts. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  know  where  this  land  is 
very  well  indeed,  and  I  should  be  the  last  per- 
son to  think  of  speaking  against  having  a  good 
schoolyard.  But  when  the  present  appropria- 
tion for  schoolhouses  has  got  to  be  increased,  or 
else  we  shall  not  build  schoolhouses  fast  enough 
to  keep  pace  with  the  increase  in  population,  it 
is  a  question  to  my  mind  whether  it-is  politic  to 
give  $30,000  for  the  land  in  question  here  when 
$17,000  on  the  opposite  side  will  buy  a  sufficient 
quantity.  I  am  well  aware  that  the  site  recom- 
mended here  is  better,  and  it  is  almost  double,  if 
not  quite  double  the  price,  and  double  the 
amount  of  land  necessary  to  build  a  school- 
house  on.  If  $90,000  is  the  appropriation  to  build 
that  schoolhouse  and  find  the  land,  it  leaves 
but  a  small  amount  to  build  a  grammar  school- 
house  to  be  composed  of  12  rooms.  We  must  cer- 
tainly reduce  our  expenses  in  building  school- 
houses,  or  else  we  cannot  possibly  educate  the 
people.  Now,  if  we  purchase  this  land  it  will 
take  $125,000  for  the  land  and  schoolhouse,  and 
$125,000  to  build  a  12-room  schoolhouse  is  too 
much,  and  we  cannot  afford  it.  We  had  better 
build  two  schoolhouses.  For  the  past  five  years 
we  would  have  been  able  to  build  three  school- 
houses,  just  as  good  for  the  scholars,  for  every 
two  that  we  have  built  and  for  the  same 
amount  of  money.  I  question  the  pro- 
priety of  our  expending  so  much  monev  for  the 
building  of  our  public  buildings,  especially 
schoolhouses.  I  hope  this  will  lie  over  for  one 
week.  I  don't  think  it  will  lose  anything  by  do- 
ing so,  and  we  can  see  whether  a  smaller  piece 
of  land  in  the  same  place  can  be  had. 


Aid.  Carroll— I  would  like  to  say  that  you 
can  have  any  part  of  it.  It  was  the  committee's 
idea  that  the  city  was  making  a  better  invest- 
ment by  taking  all  of  it.  You  can  have  as  much 
of  it  as  you  desire— there  is  no  question  about 
that. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  think  it  was  some  19— yes 
20  odd  years  ago,  that  that  same  remark  was 
made  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  when  purchas- 
ing the  land  for  the  Lincoln  Schoolhouse.  We 
have  had  since  then  a  lot  of  land  standmg  next 
to  the  schoolhouse,  and  nothing  has  been  done 
with  it.  A  partition  wall  was  built  for  the  play- 
ground, and  this  extra  land  they  didn't  even 
give  to  the  use  of  the  scholars,  and  they  have  a 
piece  of  land  there  with  some  35  feet  frontage, 
and  125  feet  deep,  that  has  stood  for  nearly  20 
years  next  to  the  Lincoln  Schoolhouse  on  Broaa- 
way,  because  they  bought  too  much  land,  and  it 
wasn't  to  be  sold  or  used.  It  will  be  the  same 
here,  very  likely,  with  this  land  if  it  is  purchas- 
ed. The  fact  is  we  haven't  much  money  to 
spend  for  anything,  and  we  cannot  afford  to 
speculate  in  land  for  the  future.  We  had  better 
use  the  money  we  have  and  use  it  promptly  and 
to  the  purpose,  in  my  opinion.  I  would  like  to 
have  this  matter  lie  over,  so  that  the  committee 
can  see  whether  they  could  not  get  a  smaller 
quantity  of  land— enough  to  build  the  school- 
house. 

Aid.  Haynes— I  took  a  great  deal  of  pains  in 
this  matter.  It  is  a  matter  that  has  been  before 
the  committee  here  for  two  years,  and  before 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  for  two  years.  We  in- 
spected half  a  dozen  different  lots  of  land.  The 
lot  which  my  friend  on  the  left  suggests 
that  we  might  have  taken,  was  at  first 
almost  the  only  lot  that  we  thought  we 
could  get.  It  is  a  lot  on  the  corner  back 
of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum,  with  a  high 
clay^bank,  with  the  soil  in  a  watery  and  wet 
condition,  and  after  it  was  cleared  off  it  would 
leave  us  a  clear  lot  on  the  corner  with  this 
enormous  hill  back  of  us,  with  clay  and  water 
coming  down, — a  most  undesirable  locality  for  a 
schoolhouse  in  every  particular,  without  light, 
except  on  the  corner,  and  with  this  heavy  bank 
of  clay  and  moist,  wet  earth  around  it.  Every- 
body said,  "here  is  a  most  desirable  lot  opposite, 
but  we  do  not  suppose  you  will  be  able  to  find 
the  owners  anywhere."  a  No  one  knew  where 
the  owners  lived,  but  everybody  said  that  it  was 
a  good  lot  and  a  desirable  lot.  But  it  was  sup- 
posed that  it  would  be  impossible  to  get  it  for 
any  such  price.  I  went  to  the  assessors'  office 
and  found  out  who  the  owners  were,  and  had 
some  communications  in  regard  to  them.  I 
found  that  they  were  in  Florida,  finally,  and 
they  reported  to  us,  through  a  real  estate 
agent,  and  said  if  we  wanted  the  lot  for  a 
schoolhouse  they  would  sell  it  at  80  cents 
per  foot.  On  one  side  there  are  250  feet 
and  there  are  125  feet  on  Fifth  or  Sixth 
streets.  We  can  have  as  much  or  as  little  as 
we  like.  We  have  now  before  us  a  case  where 
they  ask  for  an  enlargement  of  a  schoolhouse 
and  improvement  of  the  sanitary  conditions  in 
every  part  of  it,  and  for  the  health  of  the  child- 
ren in  every  part  of  it,  and  so  that  there  will  be 
plenty  of  light  and  air ;  we  think  in  this  case 
that  the  city  should  take  this  whole  piece  of 
land,  so  that  we  may  not  be  annoyed  in  the 
future  by  the  building  of  factories  and  other 
such  buildings  around  it.  If  there  is  one  princi- 
ple of  health  understood  it  is  that  in  the  thickly 
settled  portions  of  the  city,  especially  in  South 
Boston,  where  houses  are  going  up  all  the  time, 
it  is  desirable  that  in  a  case  of  this  kind  there 
should  be  plenty  of  room  left  around  for  light 
and  air.  That  was  the  sentiment  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  certainly,  and  they  unan- 
imously accepted  this  as  being  the  most  desira- 
ble thing  to  be  done.  It  seems  to  me  that  there 
has  been  a  little  disappointment  on  account  of 
the  other  lot  not  having  been  taken.  I  would 
simply  say  that  we  consider  it  an  extraordinary 
opportunity  for  the  city  to  get  a  good  lot,  and  I 
hope  it  will  not  be  destroyed  by  any  little  per- 
sonal feeling,  and  because  we  haven't  pleased 
the  other  man.    That  is  all. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  think  with  the  alderman 
that  the  lot  they  have  selected  is  the  best  lot- 
far  better  than  the  one  opposite.  My  only  ob- 
jection, if  you  may  call  it  an  objection,  and  I  do 
not  think  it  any  objection  to  have  a  good  school- 
yard in  the  district,  especially  so  close  to  where 
I  live,  is  that  the  cost  is  going  to  be  so  immense 
for  this  piece  of  laud,  and  almost  the  entire  ap- 
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propriation  will  be  used  up  before  the  founda- 
tion is  finished.  My  idea  is  to  reduce  the  ex- 
penses on  these  buildings.  I  agree  that  it  is  the 
best  lot  and  the  best  place — in  fact  I  consider 
that  the  other  place  wasn't  fit  for  the  purpose, 
so  I  haven't  any  feeling  about  it  on  that  ground. 
My  feeling  is  that  it  is  too  large  a  piece  of  land 
to  purchase  for  a  schoolhouse,  and  if  it  could  be 
reduced  in  size  and  still  made  a  good  yard  I 
should  not  object.  I  suppose  I  shall  get  my  ears 
pulled  over  at  South  Boston  when  they  hear  that 
I  have  opposed  their  having  a  large  schoolyard 
there;  but  I  would  do  the  same  anywhere,  I 
don't  care  where  it  is,  in  South  Boston  or  any- 
where else.  I  don't  believe  in  spending  money 
in  this  way  which  I  believe  should  be  put  into 
other  schoolhouses.  We  want  five  schoolhouses 
in  South  Boston  now,  and  if  it  is  going  to  take 
$125,000  to  build  that  one  schoolhouse,  it  will  have 
to  last  for  the  next  10  years.  It  is  10  years  since 
we  have  had  a  grammar  schoolhouse  built  there 
before,  certainly,  and  longer  I  think — certainly 
10  years.  I  think  it  is  certainly  10  years,  sir,  and 
the  people  of  South  Boston  are  very  prolific  and 
they  want  accommodations  and  must  have 
them.  They  are  swarming  in  there  by  hundreds 
and  thousands,  and  if  we  only  get  one  school- 
house  every  five  years  it  is  too  little.  I  think  I 
have  said  enough. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  lost  and  the  order 
was  passed.    Sent  down. 

DRINKING  FOUNTAINS. 

Aid.  Carroll  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Water  as  follows: 

Report  on  the  petition  of  William  T.  Van  Nos- 
trand  &  Co.,  that  a  drinking  fountain  for  ani- 
mals be  located  at  Charlestown  Neck,  recom- 
mending reference  of  the  petition  to  the  Water 
Board. 

Report  accepted  and  said  reference  ordered. 
Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  order  referred  by  the  Common 
Council  requesting  the  Water  Board  to  place  a 
drinking  fountain  in  Belmont  square,  East  Bos- 
ton, recommending  reference  of  the  order  to  the 
Water  Board. 

Report  accepted  and  said  reference  ordered 
Sent  down. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Reports  recommending  the  granting,  on  the 
usual  conditions,  of  licenses  as  follows: 

M.  G.  Clark,  to  construct  and  maintain  a  coal 
hole  in  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  estate  on  the 
northerly  side  of  Avery  street,  near  Avery  place. 

S.  F.  Stearns,  attorney,  for  the  heirs  of  W.  R. 
Frost,  to  construct  and  maintain  a  coal  hole  in 
the  sidewalk  in  front  of  No.  17  Hanover  street. 

Joseph  B.  and  Albert  Glover,  to  construct  and 
maintain  an  excavation  for  coal  holes  in  front 
of  No.  66  Boylston  street. 

Peter  Graffan,  to  construct  and  maintain  10 
coal  holes  in  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  estates 
numbered  93  to  113  inclusive,  Falmouth  street, 

Reports  accepted,  and  said  orders  passed  under 
a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

THE  BUSSEY-BRIDGE    DISASTER. 

Early  in  the  session  Aid.  Maguire  presented  a 
petition  from  the  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad 
Company  for  leave  to  occupy  a  portion  of  South 
street,  Ward  23,  during  such  time  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the  thorough  construction  and 
completion  of  a  new  bridge  over  said  street. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Paving. 

Later  in  the  session  Aid.  Maguire  submitted  a 
report  from  the  Committee  on  Paving,  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  an  order — That  the  Bos- 
ton &  Providence  Railroad  Corporation  be 
granted  leave  to  occupy  a  portion  of  South 
street,  Ward  23,  where  said  street  is  crossed  by 
the  track  of  said  corporation,  during  such  time 
as  may  be  required  for  the  construction  of  a 
bridge  over  said  street. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule  the  order  was  put  upon  its  pas- 
sage. 

Aid.  Lee— Does  not  an  order  of  that  kind  re- 
quire a  hearing? 

The  Chairman— Not  necessarily. 

Aid.  Lee— Is  it  not  a  grade  crossing?  If  it  is 
going  to  cross  the  street  at  grade,  it  seems  to  me 
it  will  require  a  hearing. 

The  Chairman— It  is  not  a  grade  crossing. 


Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— Do  I  understand  that  they 
wish  to  obstruct  the  street? 

The  Chairman— They  desire  to  occupy  a  por- 
tion of  the  street. 

Aid.  Lee— Is  there  a  passageway  now  open  for 
teams  to  pass  through? 

Aid.  Maguire— That  petition  was  put.  in  this 
afternoon,  and  referred  to  the  committee.  They 
said  that  it  was  an  imperative  necessity  that 
the  order  should  be  passed  by  the  Board  this 
evening.  I  understood  from  the  attorney  repre- 
senting that  petition  that  there  would  be  suf- 
ficient passageway  left  for  teams  to  go  through. 

Aid.  Lee— It  seems  to  me  the  order  should  be 
drawn  so  that  the  citizens  of  that  district  may 
be  protected.  The  order  appears  to  be  very 
loosely  drawn.  I  would  ask  to  have  it  assigned 
for  half  an  hour  so  that  I  may  look  it  over  and 
prepare  an  amendment. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  have  no  objection. 

Further  consideration  of  the  order  was  spe- 
cially assigned  to  7  P.M. 

Later  in  the  session  the  order  was  called  up  by 
Aid.  Lee,  who  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment : 

And  that  a  passageway  be  kept  open  sufficient 
to  allow  the  passage  of  teams  and  other  vehicles 
upon  said  highway,  and  that  a  flagman  be  sta- 
tioned on  said  South  street  to  protect  passengers 
on  foot  and  in  vehicles,  the  expense  thereof  to 
be  borne  by  said  railroad  corporation. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan,  further  considera- 
tion of  the  whole  subject  was  specially  assigned 
to  the  next  meeting  of  this  board. 

ELECTRIC    WIRES. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Electric  Wires,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  the  New  England 
Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company  for  leave  to 
erect  a  pole  on  Kingston  street,  between  Essex 
and  Bedford  streets,  having  considered  the  sub- 
ject, respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
New  England  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Com- 
pany to  erect  one  pole  for  the  support  of  wires 
in  the  following-named   street  in  Boston,  at  a 

Soint  designated  by  a  red  dot  on  a  plan  made  by 
».  A.  Harrington,  dated  March  7th,  1887,  and  de- 
posited in  the  office  of  the  superintendent  of 
streets,  viz. :  Kingston  street,  between  Essex 
and  Bedford  streets.  [Appended  to  the  order 
are  the  usual  printed  conditions.] 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule, 

Later  in  the  session  Aid.  Allen  offered  an 
order— That  the  Committee  on  Electric  Wires 
report  why  the  poles  of  the  Brush  Electric 
Lighting  Company  located  on  Tremont  street, 
between  Northampton  and  Brookline  streets, 
have  not  been  painted,  as  required  by  the  per- 
mit under  which  authority  was  granted  to  erect 
said  poles. 

Passed,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

NEW  BRIDGE  TO  CAMBRIDGE. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Special  Committee  on  New  Cam- 
bridge Bridge  respectfully  report,  that  they 
have  had  the  matter  of  the  proposed  new  bridge 
to  Cambridge  under  consideration  and  have  con- 
ferred with  the  Committee  of  the  City  Council 
of  Cambridge  on  the  subject.  The  plans  pre- 
pared by  the  city  engineer  of  Boston,  in  the 
year  1884,  have  been  approved  by  the  city  of 
Cambridge,  and  the  committee  recommend  that 
the  city  of  Boston  concur  in  the  approval  of 
the  same.  The  cost  of  the  bridge  may  vary 
somewhat  from  the  original  estimates  as  stated 
by  the  engineer  when  the  plan  was  prepared, 
but  however  that  may  be,  your  committee  con- 
sider that,  inasmuch  as  the  expenditure  would 
be  an  extraordinary  one,  the  required  amount 
should  be  raised  by  special  loan  outside  of  the 
limit  of  municipal  indebtedness  established  by 
law,  and  the  necessary  authority  should  be  ob- 
tained from  the  Legislature  if  possible. 

The  committee  accordingly  respectfully  re- 
commend the  passage  of  the  following  or- 
ders : 

Ordered,  That  the  plan  for  a  new  bridge  to 
Cambridge,  made  of  stone  and  iron,  as  shown 
on  a  plan  marked  "City  of  Boston,  proposed  new 
bridge  to  Cambridge,  Dec.  1884,"  signed  by 
Henry  M.  Wightinan.  city  engineer,  be  hereby 
approved,  and  the  mayor  is  hereby  requested  to 
apply  to  the  Board  of  Harbor  and  Land  Com- 
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missioners  to  approve  said  plan  and  determine 
and  certify  to  the  cities  of  Boston  and  Cam- 
bridge of  what  size,  shape  and  construction,  and 
at  what  distance  from  one  another  the  piers  and 
abutments  of  said  bridge  shall  be. 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  petition  the  Legislature  at  its  present 
session,  for  the  passage  of  an  act,  authorizing 
the  city  of  Boston  to  borrow  such  sum  of  money 
as  may  be  required  in  payment  of  the  city  s 
share  of  the  cost  of  building  the  proposed  new 
bridge  across  Charles  river  from  Boston  to  Cam- 
bridge; such  sum  to  be  exclusive  of  the  amount 
which  the  city  is  authorized  to  borrow  under 
the  provisions  of  Chap.  178  of  the  Acts  of  1885. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  under  a  suspen- 
sions of  the  rule  the  orders  were  put  upon  their 
passage. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith — In  explanation  of  those  or- 
ders I  want  to  say  that  by  their  passage  the  city 
is  not  committed  to  any  policy  in  this  matter, 
further  than  accepting  the  plans  that  have  been 
drawn  and  adopted  by  our  own  city  engineer. 
Under  the  statutes  of  1882,  Chapter  155,  Section 
2,  it  is  required  that  the  plans  snail  be  accepted 
by  concurrent  vote  of  the  City  Council,  and  af- 
terwards submitted  to  the  Harbor  and  Land 
Commissioners  for  their  approval,  before  any 
further  steps  are  taken  toward  the  erection  of 
the  bridge.  [The  alderman  read  the  section  re- 
ferred to.]  The  city  of  Cambridge  has  already 
approved  those  plans,  and  lias  agreed  that  if  the 
bridge  is  ever  built  it  may  be  done  by  the  city 
of  Boston,  and  they  will  pay  their  share  of  the 
cost.  The  second  order  asks  the  mayor  to  peti- 
tion the  Legislature  for  authority  to  borrow,  out- 
side of  the  debt  limit,  money  with  which  to 
build  the  bridge.  It  is  simply  asking  the  mayor 
to  petition  in  favor  of  an  order  already  before 
the  Legislature  for  this  purpose.  The  commit- 
tee on  the  part  of  Cambridge  feel  that  if  that 
order  has  the  backing  of  the  city  government  of 
Boston,  that  may  have  some  effect  on  the  Legis- 
lature. As  chairman  of  the  committee  I  have 
simply  offered  these  orders  and  made  this  expla- 
notion  in  order  that  the  Board  might  act  intelli- 
gently on  them,  and  do  as  they  please  in  the 
matter. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  think  we  should  take  care 
how  much  we  commit  ourselves  in  regard  to 
the  expense  that  the  city  of  Boston  is  to  go  to  in 
building  this  bridge. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— The  city  does  not  commit 
itself  to  any  expense  whatever.  The  first  order 
simply  concurs  with  the  city  of  Cambridge  in 
the  acceptance  of  the  plans  drawn  by  our  engi- 
neer. The  other  ordev  simply  asks  the  city  gov- 
ernment through  its  chief  executive  officer  to 
petition  the  Legislature  for  authority  to  borrow 
sufficient  money  to  pay  the  city's  proportion  of 
the  cost  of  the  bridge,  whether  one-half,  one- 
third  or  one-fifth,  whatever  it  may  be.  No 
opinion  is  expressed  outside  of  that. 

Aid.  Bromwich— The  part  of  the  order  to 
which  I  object  is  the  part  requesting  the  mayor 
to  petition  the  Legislature  to  authorize  the  city 
of  Boston  to  borrow  money  to  pay  its  share. 
Now,  before  we  petition  the  Legislature  or  move 
in  any  way  in  regard  to  the  cost  of  this  bridge 
we  should  have  evidence  from  the  Harbor  Com- 
missioners showing  what  sort  of  a  bridge  they 
will  allow  to  be  built.  No  matter  whether  the 
cities  of  Cambridge  and  Boston  adopt  the  plans 
of  our  city  engineer,  we  have  got  to  rely  upon 
and  be  guided  by  the  judgment  of  the  Harbor 
Commissioners,  because  they  can  make  as  much 
alteration  as  they  like,  and  we  shall — 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— The  first  order  contemplates 
the  reference  of  the  plans  to  the  Harbor  Com- 
missioners for  their  approval. 

Aid.  Bromwich— For  their  approval.  Well,  I 
have  no  objection  to  that  part  of  the  order.  But 
the  order  requesting  His  Honor  the  Mayor  to 
petition  for  authority  to  borrow  money  to  pay 
the  share  of  the  city  of  Boston  I  object  to  being 
passed  at  this  time,  because  I  think  and  believe 
the  city  of  Cambridge  should  pay  a  larger  pro- 
portion of  the  cost  of  the  bridge  than  the  city  of 
Boston.  Therefore  I  should  object  to  the  latter 
part  being  passed  at  this  time  authorizing  His 
Honor  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature  for 
authority  to  borrow  any  money.  I  therefore  ask 
for  a  division  of  the  question. 

The  first  order  was  passed. 

Aid.  Bromwich  moved  to  lay  the  second  order 
on  the  table;  declared  lost.  Aid.  Bromwich 
doubted  the  vote  and  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 


The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost;  yeas 
6,  nays  6 : 

Yeas — Aid.  Allen,  Bromwich,  Donovan,  Mc- 
Laughlin, C.  W.  Smith,  Sullivan— 6. 

Nays — Aid.  Capen,  Carroll,  Haynes,  Lee,  Ma- 
guire,  N.  G.  Smith— 6. 

Aid.  Bromwich  moved  to  assign  to  the  next 
meeting;  declared  lost.  Aid.  Bromwich  doubted 
the  vote,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  lost ;  yeas  5,  nays  7 : 

Yeas— Aid.  Allen,  Bromwich,  Donovan,  Mc- 
Laughlin, Sullivan— 5. 

Nays — Aid.  Capen,  Carroll,  Haynes,  Lee,  Ma- 
guire,  N.  G.  Smith,  C.  W.  Smith— 7. 

The  second  order  was  declared  passed.  Aid. 
Bromwich  doubted  the  vote,  and  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays.  The  order  was  passed  ;  yeas  6, 
nays  5 : 

Ye. is— Aid.  Capen,  Carroll,  Haynes,  Lee,  Ma- 
guire,  N.  G.  Smith— 6. 

Nays — Aid.  Allen,  Bromwich,  Donovan,  Mc- 
Laughlin, Sullivan— 5. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— 1. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  moved  to  reconsider  the  last 
vote,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 

Aid.  Bromwich  moved  to  lay  on  the  table; 
declared  lost.  Aid.  Bromwich  doubted  the  vote 
and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost ;  yeas  6,  nays  6 ; 

Yeas— Aid.  Allen,  Bromwich,  Donovan,  Mc- 
Laughlin, C.  W.  Smith,  Sullivan— 6. 

Nays — Aid.  Capen,  Carroll,  Haynes,  Lee,  Ma- 
guire,  N.  G.  Smith— 6. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost. 

Sent  down. 

MORTAR. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings (Aid.),  recommending  that  leave  be  granted 
to  Edward  F.  Otis  to  project  a  druggist's  mor- 
tar and  pestle  from  the  corner  of  Washington 
and  Dudley  streets  (Guild  Building). 

Report  accepted  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

permits  for  bay  windows. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Department  for  Inspection  of 
Buildings  (Aid.),  recommending  that  leave  be 
granted  to  G.  A.  and  S.  W.  Brackett  to  project 
three  bay  windows  from  building  at  junction  of 
Roxbury  and  Linden  Park  streets. 

Accepted,  and  leave  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions. 

SALARY  OF  ASSISTANT    CLERK  OB'    COMMITTEES. 

Aid.  Capen  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Contingent 
Expenses,  to  whom  was  referred  the  ordinance 
to  amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of 
1885,  so  as  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  assistant 
clerk  of  committees  from  $1800  to  $2500  per 
annum,  having  considered  the  subject,  respect- 
fully report  that  the  ordinance  ought  to  pass. 
The  ordinance  has  been  transmitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  under  the  require- 
ments of  the  joint  rules,  and  its  form  has  re- 
ceived their  approval. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Said  ordinance  was  read  twice  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— As  this  is  a  very  interesting 
and  prolific  subject  for  discussion,  and  as  I  may 
take  some  little  time  in  debating  it,  I  move  that 
it  be  specially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Board.  And  if  that  motion  is  passed,  I  will 
ask  to  take  the  other  salary  order  from  the  ta- 
ble and  assign  that  to  the  same  time. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  declared  lost.  Aid. 
N.  G.  Smith  doubted  the  vote.  The  Board  was 
divided,  4  in  favor,  5  against,  and  the  motion 
was  lost. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  moved  to  assign  so  as  not 
to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Board  at  this  hour  of 
the  night.  I  supposed  that  the  Board  had  lis- 
tened to  all  the  talking  that  they  cared  to  at 
one  session,  and  I  would  like  to  give  them  a  lit- 
tle jrest  until  the  next  meeting.  That  was  my 
only  object  in  moving  to  assign  it.  I  will  now 
move,  for  the  same  reason,  to  lay  it  on  the  table 
in  order  that  I  may  take  it  up  with  the  other 
salary  bill  that  is  already  on  the  table,  and  act 
upon  them  both  together. 

The  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table  was  lost. 

The  question  then  came  upon  the  passage  of 
the  ordinance. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— Well,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  it  is 
coming  up  tonight,  I  suppose  I  must  say  what  1 
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wish  to  say  on  this  subject.  I  don't  wish  to  dis- 
cuss this  particular  bill  nor  the  other  one.  I  want 
to  speak-  generally  on  this  salary  question,  De- 
cause  I  am  opposed  to  these  increases  for  several 
reasons.  I  am  sorry  to  be  opposed  to  them,  be- 
cause I  hate  to  make  myself  disagreeable  at  any 
time,  and  especially  to  my  friends.  There  are  a 
good  many  people  in  City  Hall  who  have  asked 
to  have  their  salaries  increased,  very  many  of 
them  personal  friends  of  mine,  and  I  have  been 
compelled  to  vote  against  them  for  what  were 
to  me  good  and  sufficient  reasons.  I  know  that 
these  people  are  very  near,  and  many  of  them 
are  very  dear  to  us.  It  is  hard  for  us  to  say  no, 
and  to  refuse  so  light  a  request  as  a  simple  rais- 
ing of  the  single  salary.  But  while  I  have  this 
in  mind  and  would  like  to  make  myself  agreea- 
ble to  my  friends,  the  thought  and  feeling 
is  constantly  before  me,  and  like  Banqno's 
ghost  it  will  not  down,  that  I  have  some- 
thing else  to  consider  besides  the  wants  of 
my  mdividu  1  friends.  We  are  not  bore  to  re- 
ward our  friends  or  punish  our  enemies,  but  we 
are  here  for  the  purpose  of  acting  to  the  best  of 
our  judgment  for  the  best  interest  of  the  public. 
We  are  here  to  represent  nearly  500,000  people— 
taxpayers— and  every  one  of  them  is  entitled  to 
the  same  consideration  as  each  of  the  few 
friends  who  happen  to  be  near  us  and  whom  we 
see  every  day.  Now  it  would  be  very  easy  for 
us  to  say  yes  and  grant  this  increase  of  salary, 
which  would  amount  to  only  $700  a  year.  Then 
we  might  take  up  the  other  salaries  that  happen 
to  be  before  us  now,  and  which  would  amount 
to  a  few  hundred  dollars  more  a  year.  But  it  is 
a  little  funny  that  the  increase  of  all  these 
large  salaries  should  be  so  favorably  received  by 
the  Board,  and  the  line  is  drawn  on  the  little 
ones  who  receive  $800  a  year.  A  man  who  gets 
$800  a  year  gets  enough,  and  ought  not  to  have 
any  more,  would  seem  to  be  the  opinion  of  the 
members  of  this  Board.— these  little  bridgemen 
ought  not  to  have  any  more;  but  when  a  man 
has  $1800  or  $2000  a  year,  and  has  a  good  place  at 
the  public  crib  and  wants  to  keep  it,  then  his 
friends  here  are  willing  to  increase  his  salary. 
That  is  why  I  say  these  salary  bills  are  all 
wrong.  These  increases  are  not  on  account  of  the 
quality  and  merit  of  the  work  done,  but  simply 
on  account  of  the  number  of  votes  that  the  peti- 
tioner is  able  to  muster  to  his  assistance.  We 
are  here,  as  I  said  before,  not  to  represent  the 
few  individuals  who  are  fortunate  enough  to 
have  secured  places  here,  nor  to  represent  the 
many  of  oar  friends  who  would  like  to  get  posi- 
tions here.  We  are  here  to  represent  them,  of 
course,  but  we  are  here  to  represent  all  the  citi- 
zens of  Boston, and  our  individual  friends  are  but 
a  very  small  minority  of  that  body  of  500,000  citi- 
zens and  taxpayers.  As  a  minority  they  are  enti- 
tled to  fair  consideration,  and  while  we  consider 
them  we  should  not  forget  the  large  majority. 
I  believe  it  is  our  duty  to  consider  the  wants  of 
all  the  people.  Now  we  are  limited  by  the  stat- 
utes to  $9  on  every  $1000  of  the  assessed  valua 
tion  of  the  city.  That  is  all  the  money  we  can 
receive  by  taxation.  That  sum  we  ought  to  dis- 
tribute as  fairly,  as  equally,  and  as  equitably  as 
we  can,  considering  each  case  upon  its  merits. 
Now  suppose  we  grant  all  these  petitions  for  in- 
crease of  salary,  what  will  be  the  result?  We 
shall  have  taken  from  that  amount  of  money, 
which  are  allowed  to  raise  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  on  the  different  depart- 
ments of  this  city,  about  $200,000.  To  get  along 
with  what  we  are  allowed  to  raise  by 
taxation  we  must  practise  the  strictest  economy 
consistent  with  the  proper  conduct  of  the  public 
business.  In  fact  we  must  go  further  than  that. 
In  fact  we  must  practise  the  strictest  economy 
even  if  the  departments  suffer.  Now  there  are 
many  departments  in  this  City  Hall  that  con- 
cern directly  the  taxpayers  and  the  people  who 
are  not  fortunate  enough  to  hold  positions  here. 
And  in  order  that  we  may  grant  these  petitions, 
that  we  may  please  our  friends  who  are  in  this 
very  small  minority,  the  great  majority  of  the 

Seople  of  this  city  must  suffer,  and  suffer 
irectly.  That  is  the  question  we  have  before 
us.  If  we  grant  these  petitions  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations  will  take  up  the  items  of  the 
different  departments  as  they  come  along  and 
when  they  come  to  one  department  they  will 
say  this  is  a  department  which  represents  sala- 
ries and  contingent  expenses,  and  it  cannot  be 
cut  down ;  the  pruning-knife  cannot  he  applied 
to  these  departments  at  all,  no  matter  how  much 
the  employees  are  paid,  no  matter  how  large  the 


salaries  are,no  matter  how  short  of  money  the  city 
is,  these  departments  cannot  be  touched ;  we  can- 
not clip  anything  off  from  them.  Now  His  Honor 
the  Mayor  in  going  over  the  Appropriation  bill 
has  found  it  necessary,  in  order  to  keep  within 
the  amount  that  we  can  raise  by  taxation,  to 
clip  some  of  the  most  important  departments, 
and  I  know  he  has  not  done  it  with  a  good 
grace;  he  has  been  literally  compelled  to  clip 
some  of  these  departments.  For  instance,  there 
is  the  City  Hospital,  one  of  the  most  important 
departments  in  the  city,  a  department  that  di- 
rectly affects  every  single  individual  here.  If 
you  are  knocked  down  and  rim  over  in  the 
night,  your  clothes  soiled  and  your  countenance 
so  injured  that  you  would  not  be  recognized  by 
one  of  your  brother  aldermen  or  any  of  your 
friends,  you  would  be  carried  to  the  City  Hos- 
pital. Provision  has  been  made  to  take  care  of 
you  there,  and  to  take  care  of  every  citizen  of 
Boston,  rich  or  poor.  It  is  like  a  great  man-of- 
war,  whose  decks  are  always  cleared  for  action, 
and  with  a  force  sufficient  for  any  emergency. 
In  times  like  these  such  an  institution  as  this  is 
of  great  importance.  When  a  great  railroad,  by 
the  carelessness  and  incompetency  of  its  offi- 
cials, has  crushed  and  mangled  thousands  of  in- 
dividuals almost  instantly,  without  any  warn- 
ing, it  is  important  that  such  an  institution 
like  the  City  Hospital  should  be  always  equip- 
ped for  service.  Nearly  all  those  people  were 
hurled  upon  the  officers  of  this  institution  in  an 
instant  and  had  to  be  provided  for.  Now  it  is 
impossible,  it  is  against  good  management  and 
good  government  to  attempt  to  clip  such  a  de- 
partment as  that,  because  it  represents  provi- 
sion for  all  accidents  and  emergencies  of  that 
kind  which  may  arise  and  it  must  be  prepared 
with  sufficient  force,  and  it  cannot  curtail  its 
force  of  attendants  and  all  its  expenses  inci- 
dent to  the  pay-rolls  of  its  officers,  the  cost  of 
medicine  and  the  necessary  outlay  for  speedy 
and  thorough  treatment  of  its  inmates.  But  we 
are  compelled  to  cut  down  such  a  department  as 
that  in  order  that  our  friends  may  enjoy  the 
luxuries  of  life.  That  is,  the  500  000  citizens  and 
taxpayers  of  this  city  are  compelled  to  go  with- 
out the  necessaries  of  life  in  order  that  our  few 
friends  may  enjoy  the  luxuries.  That  is 
one  of  the  objections  I  make  to  these 
increases  of  salaries.  Now,  then,  we  can  go 
on  with  that  in  all  the  departments; 
and  by  and  by  we  come  to  a  department  that 
affects  every  individual  as  much  perhaps  as  do 
our  charitable  institutions,  and  which  not  only 
affects  the  individual  but  affects  the  city  direct- 
ly ;  they  affect  the  growth  and  prosperity  and  ad- 
vancement of  this  city.  I  refer  to  the  great 
Departments  of  Paving  and  Sewers.  After  all 
the  other  departments  are  provided  for.  then 
they  come  in  for  what  there  is  left.  The  Paving 
Department  is  cut  down  just  one-half  of  what 
was  asked  for.  The  executive  had  to  cut  that 
department  which  be  knew  was  as  important  as 
any  other,  and  ought  not  to  be  cut  down.  Now 
if  you  cut  down  your  Department  of  Sewers  and 
Paving,  which  affects  directly  all  the  people, 
especially  those  who  live  in  the  suburbs,  you 
very  materially  affect  the  growth  and  develop- 
ment of  the  city.  Those  who  live  in  my  part 
of  the  city,  in  Brighton,  West  Roxbury  and 
Dorchester,  have  large  tracts  of  land  that 
are  unprofitable  or  unproductive  at  the  present 
time.  The  owners  pay  interest  upon  their  in- 
vestments. The  property  is  heavily  taxed  and 
the  taxes  are  a  burden  to  the  owners.  In  order 
to  relieve  themselves  of  their  burdens  they  cut 
up  part  of  their  land  into  house  lots ;  they  take 
part  of  it  for  streets,  and  every  street  they  lay 
out  is  a  benefit  to  every  citizen.because  it  makes 
connection  between  distant  points  closer  and 
more  direct.  They  lay  out  the  street  at  their 
own  expense,  frequently  they  have  to  before 
they  can  sell  their  land.  Then  they  build  houses 
upon  their  land  in  order  to  relieve  themselves 
from  the  burden  of  taxation,  and  every  house 
they  build  is  a  direct  benefit  to  every  taxpayer 
in  the  city.  It  lightens  the  burden  of  every  man 
that  pays  taxes.  It  increases  the  commercial 
value  of  the  city.it  increases  our  prosperity  and  it 
benefit  to  our  people  m  numerous  ways.  Now 
if  a  street  is  laid  out  and  houses  are  built  upon 
the  land,  those  houses  cannot  be  occupied  until 
the  Sewer  Department  has  gone  through  there 
and  put  in  a  sewer,  because  the  Board  of  Health 
will  not  allow  them  to  be  occupied  without 
sewers,  as  they  used  to  do  in  former  times. 
These  houses  must  have  connection  with  some 
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sewer.  Gutters  and  catch-basins  are  required 
to  carry  off  the  surface  water  into  the  sewers, 
and  they  must  be  built  by  the  Paving  Depart- 
ment. But  these  departments  have  no  money, 
because  it  is  all  taken  up  in  the  luxuries,  and 
we  cannot  have  the  necessaries.  Thus  all  the 
people  actually  suffer  because  we  have  seen  fit 
to  allow  our  very  few  friends  to  indulge  in  the 
luxuries  of  life.  Now,  then,  this  $200,000  which 
we  have  taken  out  for  salaries  since  these  ordi- 
nances were  framed  would  make  a  very  large 
addition  to  the  amount  of  money  that  could 
be  expended  for  the  benefit  of  the  cit- 
izens and  taxpayers.  It  seems  to  me 
that  in  the  consideration  of  this  case 
we  should  consider  it  our  first  duty  to  look  to 
the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  citizens  of 
Boston,  individually  as  well  as  collectively,  and 
not  to  the  enjoyment  of  luxuries  by  our  few 
friends.  Another  thing:  This  promiscuous 
raising  of  salaries  in  this  way,  is  thoroughly  de- 
moralizing to  the  departments.  You  find  one 
department  has  its  salaries  raised,  and  all  the 
other  departments  clamor  around  like  cormo- 
rants and  want  their  salaries  raised.  They  say : 
That  department  has  had  its  salaries  raised,  and 
why  not  we?  We  do  as  much  work  as  they  do. 
Instead  of  attending  to  the  public  work,  as  they 
should  do,  they  are  attending  to  their  own  pri- 
vate business,  and  trying  to  get  their  salaries 
raised.  They  are  attending  to  their  own  private 
interests,  instead  of  performing  their  public 
duties.  Why,  a  person  came  to  me  the  other 
day  and  wanted  to  have  his  salary  raised,  and 
asked  me  if  I  thought  it  would  be  a  good  thing 
to  hire  a  man  to  stand  out  here  and 
lobby  the  members  of  this  Board,  in  or- 
der to  get  his  salary  raised.  That  is 
the  feeling.  He  thought  it  would  be  well  to  get 
some  man  that  the  members  of  the  Board  like 
to  hear  talk  to  come  here  and  represent  his  case, 
as  some  of  his  successful  associates  in  other  de- 
partments had  done,  and  see  if  he  could  not  get 
an  increase.  It  is  demoralizing  in  many  ways. 
It  is  unjust  to  the  citizens  in  lots  of  ways.  It 
affects  financially  all  the  departments  and  de- 
prives the  taxpayers  of  what  they  ought  to  have 
and  what  they  are  entitled  to.     I  believe  I  have 

gone  over  all  the  ground  I  wanted  to  cover,  Mr. 
hahman.  In  closing  I  want  to  say  simply  that 
the  officers  represented  in  these  two  bills  are 
gentlemen  whom  it  would  give  me  great  pleas- 
ure to  favor  and  to  whom  it  is  very  painful  for 
me  to  say  no  on  such  a  small  thing  as  this.  But 
it  seems  to  me  that  my  pleasure  and  the  pleasure 
of  this  Board  ought  to  be  greater  when  they  do 
what  they  believe  to  be  for  the  benefit  of  all  the 
people  we  are  here  to  represent,  instead  of  bene- 
fiting a  very  few  individual  friends  whom  they 
would  be  glad  at  any  time  to  serve.  For  these 
reasons,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  shall  be  compelled  to 
vote  against  the  increase  of  salaries  in  this  de- 
partment, and  my  objections  are  for  public  rea- 
sons only. 

Aid.  Lee— After  the  long  oration  which  we 
have  heard  from  the  alderman  on  my  right.and 
which  some  of  those  unacquainted  with  him 
might  have  found  it  a  difficult  matter  to  dissect, 
but  to  those  who  are  familiar  with  him  it  would 
be  very  easy,  I  have  only  a  few  words  to  say.  If 
I  had  made  the  same  statements  which  the 
alderman  did  only  a  few  hours  ago,  when  in  his 
most  sympathetic  way— which  no  man  at  this 
Board  can  compete  with— and  it  he  had  fufly 
made  up  his  mind,  and  he  would  not  have  made 
those  statements  if  he  had  not  fully  made  up 
his  mind,  that  it  was  a  mere  matter  of  numbers 
as  to  the  increase  of  salary.  Now,  sir,  this  offi- 
cial who  comes  before  this  Board  for  an  increase 
of  salary  is  one  with  whom  every  member  of 
this  Board  has  more  connection  with  him,  or 
with  the  department  which  he  is  connected 
with,  than  any  other  department  in  City  Hall, 
and  each  and  every  member  of  this  Board  must 
be  fully  aware  of  the  duties  and  responsibilities 
attached  to  that  office.  The  alderman  tells 
us  that  it  is  not  the  quality  of  the  work,  but 
the  quantity  and  number  of  friends  that  secures 
the  increase  of  a  salary.  Yes,  sir.  When  a  man 
holds  a  position  in  this  hall  and  performs  his 
work  faithfully  and  intelligently— which  each 
and  every  member  of  the  Board  must  say  of 
this  officer— then  if  he  has  gained  their  confi- 
dence and  made  enough  friends  among  them  to 
say  that  he  is  entitled  to  a  higher  salary  than 
he  now  receives.  Now  I  only  desire  to  touch 
upon  one  or  two  points  which  the  alderman  has 
touched  unon.    He  tells  you  that  there  are  five 


hundred  thousand  citizens  and  taxpayers  who 
are  today  deprived  of  the  necessaries  of  life. 
He  also  tells  you  that  these  gentlemen  who  ask 
for  an  increase  are  in  the  minority.  But,  sir,  if 
they  get  an  increase  of  salary  they  must  stand 
with  the  majority  of  the  citizens  of  Boston. 
That  I  think  the  alderman  will  not  deny.  He 
tells  us  that  it  affects  the  taxpayers.  That  each 
and  every  member  here  must  see.  But.  sir,  I 
say  that  each  and  every  member  here  -must  be 
held  accountable  to  the  constituency  he  repre- 
sents, and  not  to  the  alderman  on  my  right.  He 
is  held  responsible  to  them  from  a  political  point 
of  view,  and  it  would  be  a  difficult  task  for  liim, 
taking  the  whole  500,000  taxpayers,  to  say  on 
which  side  was  the  majority.  Now,Mr.Chairman, 
the  alderman  touches  upon  the  necessaries  of 
life.  It  may  be  that  the  raising  of  this  salary 
touches  upon  the  necessaries  of  life  for  the  499,- 
000  others.  It  certainly  will  touch  the  neces- 
saries of  life  of  this  official  whose  salary  vou  are 
going  to  raise.  It  will  enable  him  now  in  his 
younger  days,  to  receive  a  compensation  that 
will  enable  him  to  provide  not  only  the  neces- 
saries of  life  for  himself  and  his  family  now, 
but  provide  for  them  in  his  old  age  when  he  is 
not  able  to  earn  as  much  as  he  can  now.  Now, 
sir,  I  am  in  favor  of  this  ordinance,  but  I  shall 
not  further  detain  the  Board  by  a  discussion  of 
the  many  cogent  reasons  for  this  increase. 

The  ordinance  was  declared  passed.  Aid.  N. 
G.  Smith  doubted  the  vote  and  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays.  The  ordinance  was  passed ;  yeas 
7,  nays  5 : 

Yeas— Aid.  Capen,  Carroll,  Donovan,  Lee,  Ma- 
guire,  McLaughlin,  Sullivan — 7. 

Nays— Aid.  Allen,  Bromwich,  Haynes,  N.  G. 
Smith,  C.  W.Smith— 5. 

Sent  down. 

SALARIES  OF  REGISTRARS   OF  VOTERS. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  Aid.  Smith 
moved  and  the  Board  took  from  the  table  the 
following : 

20.  Ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Re- 
vised Ordinances,  being  to  increase  the  salaries 
of  the  registrars  of  voters  from  $2500  to  $3000 
each. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  ordinance  was  passed ;  yeas  8,  nays  4 : 

Yeas— Aid.  Bromwich,  Capen,  Carroll,  Dono- 
van, Lee,  Maguire,  McLaughlin,  Sullivan— 8. 

Nays— Aid.  Allen,  Haynes,  N.  G.  Smith,  C.  W. 
Smith— 4. 

Sent  down. 

THE  HEATER-PIECE  ON  WATER  STREET. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  the  order 
authorizing  lease  of  estate  on  Water  street,  cor- 
ner of  Washington  street,  was  taken  from  the 
table. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— As  this  Board  has  so  little 
to  do  with  fixing  either  the  time  or  the  terms,  I 
think  we  might  as  well  pass  the  order  as  reported 
by  the  committee. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

COUNTY  ACCOUNTS. 

Aid.  Carroll  offered  an  order— That  there  be 
allowed  and  paid  to  Mrs.  Annie  McCarty,  widow 
of  Daniel  A.  McCarty,  late  an  ofiicer  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  his  salary  up  to  and  including 
Dec.  31,  1886,  in  accordance  with  Chapter  78  of 
the  Acts  of  1887.  Said  amount  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  the  County  of  Suffolk, 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

SOUTH  BOSTON   RAILROAD    ROUTE  OVER  BROAD- 
WAY,  ETC. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  gave  notice  some  weeks 
ago  that  I  should  call  upon  the  Committee  on 
Railroads  to  make  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
the  South  Boston  Railroad  Company  for  exten- 
sions of  their  tracks  over  Harrison  avenue  to 
Washington  street.  I  have  not  heard  any  report 
from  them,  and  I  now  ask  for  such  a  report  at 
the  request  of  the  corporation,  as  they  have 
built  new  buildings,  bought  horses  and  cars,  and 
they  either  want  their  petition  rejected  or 
granted,  as  they  want  either  to  go  down  Harri- 
son avenue  or  in  some  manner  finish  the  track 
they  have  partly  laid  across  the  bridge.  I  there- 
fore hope  the  committee  are  ready  to  report. 

Aid.  Capen — As  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Railroads  I  would  say  that  we  have  only  had 
that  petition  before  us  for  two  months.  The 
gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  who  was 
chairman  of  the  committee  last  year,  had  it  be- 
fore him  for  five  months,  and  I  certainly  would 
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ask  the  same  time  that  he  took  when  it  was  in 
his  charge.  We  are  not  ready  to  report,  and  we 
ask  for  further  time. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  would  say  that  that  is  a 
false  statement  in  regard  to  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  last  year  having  it  Ave  months  in 
his  hands,  as  the  hearing  wasn't  had  until  Sep- 
tember. 

Aid.  Capen— The  petition  was  put  in   Aug.  13. 

Aid.  Bromwich— The  hearing  was  had  in 
September,  and  it  was  presented  to  the  Board 
twice,  too,  during  that  time,  but  for  reasons  best 
known  to  the  alderman  on  my  left  it  was  re- 
ferred back  to  the  Committee  on  Railroads. 

Aid.  Capen— It  was  only  referred  back  once, 
sir,  to  the  committee. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  stand  corrected ;  only  once, 
we  will  say.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  it  was  re- 
ported by  the  committee,  and  for  reasons  best 
known  to  the  present  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee it  was  thought  best  to  refer  it  back. 

Aid.  Capen— I  beg  the  gentleman's  pardon. 

The  Chairman— Aid.  Bromwich  has  the  floor. 

Aid.  Bromwich — And  at  the  present  time  I 
think  the  petitioners  should  receive  some  notice 
in  regard  to  it ;  we  should  either  kill  it  or  grant 
it,  because  the  ground  is  opening  now,  and  they 
wish  to  continue  their  track,  even  if  no  farther 
than  what  they  have  been  granted — Harrison 
avenue.  The  petition  should  be  either  brought 
forward  and  rejected,  or  it  should  be  granted, 
and  that  is  the  reason,  as  I  think  you  will  all  see, 
why  we  should  act  courteously  to  the  petition- 
ers, by  doing  one  thing  or  the  other.  No  matter 
what  was  done  last  year,  that  should  be  no  cri- 
terion for  the  present  time.  If  I  was  remiss  in 
my  duty  in  not  bringing  it  forward  as  it  should 
have  been,  I  think  the  committee  now  are  more 
able  to  carry  it  through  to  a  proper  end,  and  I 
hope  they  will  make  a  report  and  let  us  vote  on 
it  squarely,  man  fashion,  and  either  give  them 
leave  to  withdraw  or  grant  the  petition.  That  is 
all  they  ask,  and  I  think  that  the  committee 
should  report  on  the  matter  in  some  form  or 
other. 

The  Chairman— The  question  before  the  Board 
is  on  granting  further  time  to  the  Committee  on 
Railroads  to  make  their  report. 

Aid.  Carroll — Only  a  few  short  weeks  ago 
one  alderman  in  this  Board  took  considerable 
delight  in  reading  a  little  lecture  to  me  and  in 
chastising  every  member  of  the  Board  and  every 
committee  that  he  had  a  grievance  against. 
Now  I  want  to  say  in  all  kindness  to  the  gentle- 
man who  has  just  taken  his  seat  that  I  think  he 
has  dealt  very  unfairly  by  the  Committee  on 
Railreads,  and  that  if  he  was  in  the  same  posi- 
tion on  the  Committee  on  Railroads  that  he  was 
last  year  he  wouldn't  report  now.  He  knows, 
and  every  member  of  the  Board  knows,  that 
there  has  a  large  lot  of  railroad  business  been 
referred  to  that  committee.  How  would  the 
gentleman  like  to  have  an  order  reported  here 
today  granting  the  Metropolitan  railroad  the 
right  to  run  into  South  Boston  without  having 
given  a  hearing?  That  would  be  very  unfair 
and  very  unmanly,  and,  in  the  same  spirit,  the 
Committee  on  Railroads  have  not  acted  or  made 
any  report  to  this  Board  in  regard  to  this  mat- 
ter, as  both  companies  are  asking  for  these 
locations,  and  it  is  nothing  but  fair  to  have  the 
matters  all  come  together,  so  that  we  can  give 
an  intelligent  report  to  the  Board  as  to  what 
our  conclusions  are.  I  think  it  would  be  unjust 
to  the  alderman  himself  and  to  the  South  Bos- 
ton railroad  if  the  Committee  on  Railroads 
should  report  an  order  here  today  granting 
rights  to  the  Metropolitan  railroad  before  we 
had  given  the  South  Boston  road  a  chance  for 
a  hearing,  and  in  that  spirit  there  have  been  no 
reports  made  here  in  regard  to  locations. 

Aid.  Bromwich— The  position  of  the  two  roads 
is  quite  different.  The  Metropolitan  railroad 
hasn't  gone  to  any  expense.  I  understand  that 
the  grant  was  given  to  the  South  Boston  Rail- 
road Company  about  three  years  ago  to  run 
through  Harrison  avenue. 

Aid.  Carroll— Why  didn't  they  go,  then? 

Aid.  Bromwich— The  gentleman  has  asked  me 
that  question,  and,  if  he  knows  anything,  he 
knows  very  well  they  couldn't  run  there,  be- 
cause he  knows  that  the  road  was  being  graded. 
There  is  no  good  in  asking  such  questions  as 
that.  Another  reason  was  that  in  the  track 
laid  by  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  in 
Harrison  avenue,  they  failed  to  connect.  Ihope 
that  is  a  sufficient  answer.  Now  they  have,  not 
relying  upon   the   petition    to  carry    them  to 


Washington  street,  hut  knowing  that  they  have 
a  grant  and  must  conform  to  the  general  rail- 
road statute,  built  that  road  in  18  months.  The 
only  thing  that  saved  them  from  violating  the 
grant  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  was  the  fact  of 
the  Broadway  extension  not  being  graded  and 
the  impossibility  of  their  connecting  with  the 
Harrison  avenue  tracks,  not  being  laid  down. 
But  they  have  built  a  new  stable  for  all  their 
horses  and  have  ordered  cars,  not  particularly 
to  run  on  to  Washington  street,  but  to  run 
where  a  location  has  been  granted  to  them 
for  three  years,  but  they  would  like  to 
know  the  opinion  of  this  Board,  before  they 
make  a  curve  on  Harrison  avenue,  as  to  whether 
this  Board  intends  to  give  them  leave  to  with- 
draw on  Washington  street,  or  grant  the  peti- 
tion. That  is  simple  and  no  one  can  find  fault 
with  it.  You  must  do  one  thing  or  the  other, 
or  they  will  forfeit  their  franchise,  under  the 
general  railroad  law.  Now  I  don't  think  it  is 
any  hardship,  or  any  too  much,  for  a  railroad, 
after  having  gone  to  thousands  of  dollars'  ex- 
pense, to  ask  the  Board  to  either  grant  their 
petition  or  to  refuse  it,  so  that  they  may  know 
whether  they  will  finish  their  track  and  get  it 
in  proper  condition  for  the  warm  weather  wbich 
will  soon  be  upon  us.  There  is  no  harm  in  that. 
I  don't  ask  you  to  give  it  to  them ;  I  simply  want 
you  to  decide  whether  you  are  going  to  give  it  to 
them  or  not,  so  that  they  can  have  an  opportu- 
nity to  finish  their  tracks,  the  locations  for 
which  they  had  granted  to  them  three  years 
ago.  I  don't  think  there  is  anything  out  of  the 
way  in  that. 

Aid.  Carroll — It  seems  to  me  in  regard  to  the 
road  he  speaks  about  that  they  should  have  the 
location  they  ask  for  there,  for  the  interest  of 
the  people  of  South  Boston— not  for  the  interest 
of  that  road— but  I  think  they  are  showing  a 
very  shyster  appearance  when  they  get  their 
tracks  down  on  Harrison  avenue  and  don't  give 
the  people  of  South  Boston  that  little  accommo- 
dation which  they  might  give  by  taking  them 
down  Harrison  avenue  down  town.  They  could 
bring  the  people  of  South  Boston  down  as  far  as 
possible,  and  the  gentleman  knows  that  fact, 
but  I  have  no  doubt  that  what  they  are  after  is 
simply  to  get  on  to  Washington  street  and  cut 
over  on  to  that  line.  There  is  no  doubt  about  it 
at  all. 

Aid.  Bromwich— The  alderman  doesn't  know 
anything  about  it  in  that  way. 

Aid.  Carroll — You  seem  to  know  all  about  it. 

Aid.  Bromwich— Harrison  avenue  was  un- 
finished before  the  frost  set  in,  and  nobody  can 
come  in  and  tell  me  that  they  could  have  con- 
tinued their  track  and  put  their  curve  in  Har- 
rison avenue.  I  say  it  is  wrong;  they  could  not 
do  it  after  the  frost  set  in,  but  Harrison  avenue 
was  finished  for  them  to  connect^  the  frost  is 
soon  coming  out  of  the  ground  and  they  come  to 
you,  gentlemen  of  the  Board,  and  ask  you  at  your 
earliest  opportunity  to  allow  them  to  connect. 
They  could  not  do  it  before.  The  frost  was  in 
the  ground,  and  they  could  not  go  any  farther 
with  their  rails  than  they  have  done  up  to  the 
present  time.  Now  they  are  willing  to  go  and 
connect  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  of  South 
Boston  just  when  the  Board  will  allow  them  to, 
and  the  longer  yon  keep  it  back  the  longer  you 
keep  from  accommodating  the  people  of  South 
Boston.    It  is  very  plain. 

It  was  voted  that  further  time  be  granted  to 
the  committee. 

report  on  appropriation  bill. 

Aid.  Lee— I  move  that  so  much  of  Section  1  of 
Rule  2  of  the  Joint  Rules  of  the  City  Council  as 
requires  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  to 
report  on  or  before  the  15th  of  March  be  sus- 
pended. 

The  motion  prevailed ;  yeas,  12,  nays,  0.  Sent 
down. 

UNDERGROUND  WIRES. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  an  order— That  all  the  rights 
and  privileges  granted  to  William  R.  Clark, 
Charles  W.  Lewis,  John  F.  Sliorey,  Frederick 
Allen,  Alfred  A.  Nickerson,  S.  O.  Richardson 
and  Cyrus  Wakefield,  to  construct  and  main- 
tain wires  underground,  contained  in  an  order 
passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  Dec.  27,  1881. 
be  and  the  same  are  hereby  transferred  to  the 
American  Conduit  Company,  under  the  same 
conditions  and  restrictions  that  are  set  forth  in 
said  order. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Lee,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Underground  Wires. 
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SEWERS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Sewers : 

Orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on  Monday  next, 
at  4  o'clock,  P.M.,  on  the  expediency  of  con- 
structing common  sewers  as  follows : 

In  Walker  street,  between  Wall  and  Russell 
streets. 

In  Jamaica  street. 

In  Harvard  street,  between  Washington  street 
and  Kilton  street  (Dorchester). 

In  Saratogo  street,  between  Prescott  street  and 
Shelby  street. 

Orders  severally  passed. 

Preambles  and  orders  for  the  construction  of 
common  sewers  as  follows : 

In  passage  way  between  Cumberland  street 
and  West  Chester  Park,  St.  Botolph  street  and 
Boston  &  Providence  railroad. 

In  Everett  street,  Brighton,  from  Raymond 
street  to  Lincoln  street,  and  in  Lincoln  street 
from  Everett  street  to  Franklin  street. 

In  Washington  street,  Brighton,  from  Foster 
street  to  Parsons  street. 

Orders  severally  passed  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $7.98  be  and  hereby 
is  abated  from  the  sewer  assessment  levied  on 
the  estate  of  J.  Thaxter  on  Westfield  street,Dor- 
chester,  on  aceount  of  overestimate  of  land 
benefited. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

BOSTON  HEATING  CO. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Maguire  the  order  author- 
izing the  Boston  Heating  Co.  to  lay  pipes  in  cer- 
tain streets,  was  taken  from  the  table. 

Aid.  Haynes  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

Strike  out  "North  of  Kneeland,  Eliot,  Provi- 
dence, and  Arlington  streets,  and  bounded  by 
the  Harbor  Commissioners' line,"  and  insert  in 
place  thereof  "bounded  by  Summer,  Devon- 
shire, State,*and  Broad  streets  and  Atlantic  ave- 
nue, said  boundary  line  being  continuous." 

Aid.  Haynes— The  original  order  gives  a  very 
wide  latitude,  covering  almost  the  entire  busi- 
ness part  of  the  city.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  is 
merely  an  experiment,  and  in  my  judgment  a 
very  doubtful  one.  While  the  men  who  desire 
to  get  this  charter  are  very  enthusiastic,  and 
have  great  faith  in  the  success  of  the  enterprise, 
I  think  they  should  be  allowed  sufficient  space 
in  which  to  put  in  a  plant,  lay  their  pipes 
through  a  certain  number  of  squares,  and  give 
the  plan  a  thorough  test.  Of  course  it  is  hard 
to  say  nowadays  what  cannot  be  done.  But  so 
far  as  this  matter  being  one  of  economy,  why, 
that  is,  in  my  judgment,  out  of  the  question. 
But  I  think  that  some  people  will  apply  for  this 
method  of  heating,  and  we  may  well  give  them 
authority  to  start  a  plant ;  and  if  it  is  a  success 
the  district  can  be  enlarged  hereafter. 

Aid.  Maguire— The  Committee  on  Paving  gave 
this  matter  careful  consideration,  because  we 
were  aware  within  the  last  few  clays  that  there 
would  be  some  opposition  in  the  Board  to  grant- 
ing so  large  a  territory.  I  have  conferred  with 
the  members  of  my  committee  and  they  are  quite 
willing  to  accept  the  amendment  of  the  alder- 
man, believing  as  he  does,  that  it  is  a  matter  of 
experiment  at  the  present  time.  However, 
from  information  gathered  by  the  members  of 
the  committee  and  myself  we  were  are  satisfied 
that  there  will  be  great  changes  in  the  process  of 
heating  buildings  hereafter,  and  from  what  we 
saw  in  comparison  of  steam  heat  with  super- 
heated water,  we  are  satisfied  that  the  prefer- 
ence lies  with  the  latter.  We  are  also  satisfied 
that  when  this  plant  is  erected  and  the  people 
in  one  section  are  furnished  with  its  advantages, 
it  will  be  called  for  from  other  sections.  That, 
of  course,  is  a  matter  for  future  consideration. 
But  the  question  has  been  often  asked  me— and 
it  has,  I  presume,  been  asked  of  some  other 
members  of  this  Board — what  is  the  difference 
between  superheated  water  and  steam.  I  have 
taken  considerable  pains  myself  to  gather  in- 
formation from  some  of  the  best  engineers  in 
the  country,  and  for  the  information  of  the 
Board  I  will  read  what  I  have  learned. 

The  differences  between  heat  transmitted  by 
means  of  "superheated  water"  and  steam,  with 
the  advantages  commercially  and  mechanically 
in  favor  of  "superheated  water."  are  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  initial  step  being  the  erection  of  a  plant 
to  supply  heat,   for  whatever    purpose  used, 


should  first  be  considered.  Water  contains  1650 
times  its  own  volume  in  steam,  consequently  a 
boiler  to  supply  an  equal  amount  of  "super- 
heated water,"  converted  into  steam,  need  be 
only  about  one-fifteenth  part  of  the  size  of  that 
to  furnish  the  steam,  the  difference  being  only 
that  a  higher  pressure  is  carried  at  the  station 
and  on  the  mains,  in  the  "superheated  water" 
system,  but,  although  this  is  the  fact,  the  margin 
of  safety  is  much  greater,  because  the  super- 
heated water  is  conveyed  in  a  three-inch  pipe, 
with  a  thickness  of  three-eighths  of  an  inch  and 
tested  to  3000  pounds  water  pressure,  while 
steam  of  the  same  volume  would  require  a  pipe 
18  inches  in  diameter;  and  if  the  same  margin 
of  safety  was  allowed  (which  should  be  in  all 
cases,  especially  so  in  pipes  buried  in  public 
thoroughfares)  the  first  cost  would  be  so  great 
that  consumers  would  not  be  able  to  avail  them- 
selves of  it. 

That  the  proper  safeguards  have  not  been  used 
has  been  fully  evinced  in  New  York  city,  Lock- 
port  and  elsewhere,  explosions  in  the  streets 
being  of  daily  occurrence,  public  highways  be- 
ing blocked  and  many  lives  endangered ;  besides 
all  this  steam  is  admitted  by  all  as  a  failure: 

First.  Because  of  the  enormous  expense  in 
erecting. 

Second.  Because  one  fifth  of  its  pressure  is  ex- 
pended in  forcing  itself  along  the  mains,  and  if 
they  are  continuous  to  any  great  length  there  is 
nothing  left. 

Third.  Because  the  steam  once  used  is  blown 
into  the  sewers  of  the  city  and  wasted. 

Fourth.  Because  it  is  not  a  household  neces- 
sity, being  unable  to  do  cooking. 

And  lastly.  Putting  these  reasons  together,  it 
becomes  so  expensive  when  margins  are  counted 
upon  to  cover  all  of  the  above  losses,  it  becomes 
a  luxury  and  not  a  public  necessity. 

The  points  in  favor  of  superheated  water  are 
so  numerous  that  it  is  difficult  to  ascertain 
where  to  begin : 

First.  The  cost  of  the  plant  is  in  no  case  more 
than  30  per  cent  of  a  steam  plant. 

Second.  The  margin  of  safety  is  so  great— 
about  1000  per  cent  more  than  steam — that  street 
explosions  are  unheard  of,  and  public  traffic  is  in 
no  way  impeded. 

Third.  Baking,  boiling,  and  cooking  in  all 
forms  can  be  accomplished,  as  well  as  steam  for 
heating  and  power  purposes,  and  every  particle 
of  water  returned  to  the  station  within  10  or  12 
degrees  of  the  boiling  point,  thus  reducing  the 
cost  of  production  to  such  a  minimum  that  the 
humblest  individual  can  avail  himself  of  it  at  a 
price  much  less  than  the  cost  of  fuel  alone. 

There  is  no  pressure  beyond  the  building  line 
in  houses  except  where  ovens>re  used,  lVi-inch 
pipe  only  is  used,  after  which  the  same  volume 
of  water  is  converted  in  a  chamber  automati- 
cally operated  where  a  pressure  of  four  or  five 
pounds  is  attained  with  which  the  building  is 
warmed. 

Water  being  a  liquid  can  be  forced  through 
mains,  no  matter  whether  the  circuit  be  one  or 
five  miles  long,  and  no  matter  what  its  tempera- 
ture or  pressure,  will  remain  as  such  until  given 
space  to  become  steam,  and  will  contain  steam 
so  long  as  that  temperature  remains  ahove  212° 
Farenheit. 

Steam  can  only  he  propelled  by  the  velocity  of 
itself;  with  the  losses  from  condensation  and 
friction  on  the  large  mains  used  in  a  circuit  of  less 
than  one  mile  there  is  not  more  than  30  per  cent 
of  commercial  value,  whereas  superheated 
water  can  be  conveved  by  a  uniform  pressure 
irrespective  of  the  distance.to  be  travelled. 

Time  or  space  will  not  admit  of  further  com- 
parison; the  action  now  being  taken  by  many 
cities  in  doing  away  with  steam  by  reason  of  its 
non-utility  and  great  dangers  are  manifesta- 
tions of  its  further  uselessness. 

The  term  "superheated  water"  is  simply  used 
to  show  that  water  is  heated  above  212°,  or  boil- 
ing point,  to  any  desired  temperature  (400°  be- 
ing that  intended  to  be  used  in  the  Brail  system), 
conveyed  as  such  to  any  desired  point  by  means 
of  a  pump,  liberated  in  a  chamber  called  a  "con- 
verter" and  returned  to  the  station  to  be  re- 
heated. 

The  system  to  be  used  by  the  Boston  Heating 
Company  is  a  new  one  called  the  Prall  system, 
differing  from  anything  heretofore  used.  It  is 
by  means  of  hot  water,  which  is  carried  in  small 
pipes  and  in  small  quantity,  but  which  is  kept 
in  constant  circulation  by  means  of  pumps ;  the 
water  is  superheated  to  a  temperature  of  about 


283 


BOARD     OF     ALDERMEN 


400°.  a  very  small  stream  is  let  out  into  the  pipes 
connecting  a  building  to  be  heated  through  a 
patented  device  which  permits  it  to  expand  into 
steam  at  once  and  heat  the  building  efficiently, 
safely  and  economically.  The  system  has  the 
indorsement  of  the  most  eminent  engineers  in 
the  country. 

The  only  plant  so  far  constructed  is  at  Wash- 
ington city,  whore  the  commissioners  governing 
the  city  have,  after  full  investigation,  not  only 
granted  the  necessary  permits  but  encouraged 
the  company  to  extend  the  lines  as  soon  as  the 
spring  opens.  The  space  occupied  in  the  streets 
is  very  small,  and  it  will  be  expected  that  all 
work  will  be  done  under  the  supervision  of 
superintendent  of  streets. 

The  Committee  on  Paving  have  given  the  sub- 
ject much  attention  and  are  satisfied  that  a  great 
public  convenience  will  be  secured  by  the  intro- 
duction of  this  system.  New  York  and  other 
cities  have  freely  given  permits  to  lay  large 
steam  pipes  in  the  streets  which  have  been 
found  more  or  less  dangerous,  but  the  engineers 
agree  that  this  system  has  not  the  elements  of 
danger  that  the  transportation  of  steam  has. 

Now.Mr.  Chairman, in  recommending  this  mat- 
ter, in  behalf  of  the  committee,  I  would  state,  as 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  well  know,  we  examined 
this  system,  have  seen  it  in  operation,  have 
talked  with  parties  that  had  access  to  it,  and 
all  heartily  join  in  thinking  that  it  is  going  to 
be  a  success.  This  system  is  located  at  the 
present  time  only  in  Washington  in  an  experi- 
mental way,  and  that  same  system  will  be  put 
in  operation  in  Boston— I  mean  the  Prall  sys- 
tem, I  think  the  Board  understand  it  suffi- 
ciently, without  further  remarks  from  me,  to 
vote  intelligently  upon  the  matter. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith — Unfortunately  for  me,  I  do 
not  have  the  privilege  of  examining  this  subject 
as  I  would  like  to  have  done ;  but  it  seems  to  me 
that  as  this  has  only  been  tried  in  an  experimen- 
tal way  in  Washington,  it  would  be  well  for  us 
to  consider  it  a  little  more  carefully  before  we 
grant  permissioi  to  open  our  streets  for  the  pur- 
pose laying  these  pipes.  As  I  understand,  this 
water  is  heated  to  a  temperature  of  400°.  Now 
steam  has  often  exploded  at  less  than  a  pressure 
of  200°,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  a  pressure  of  400° 
on  cast  iron  pipe,  would  be  as  disastrous  as  a  less 
pressure  on  boiler  machinery,  which  is  more 
comnact  and  of  a  stronger  texture.  I  have  been 
told  by  parties  who  have  investigated  this  sub- 
ject somewhat,  that  it  is  very  dangerous,  and 
that  explosions  have  occurred.  I  recollect  read- 
ing in  the  paper  not  long  ago,  of  superheated 
water  having  exploded  on  a  passenger  car,  blow- 
ing out  both  ends  and  breaking  the  car  gener- 
ally. Now,  I  do  not  know  any  expert  depart- 
ment that  we  have  in  this  government  compe- 
tent to  examine  into  this  matter,  unless  it  is  the 
city  engineer.  And  I  would  move  that  this  sub- 
ject be  referred  to  the  city  engineer,  with  a  re- 
quest that  he  give  vis  his  opinion  as  to  the  ele- 
ment of  danger  connected  with  it. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  would  like  to  ask  the  alder- 
man before  lie  sits  down  if  he  ever  knew  in  his 
life  a  steam  pipe  to  burst  or  a  pipe  to  burst  with 
water? 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  never  knew  of  a  pipe  sub- 
jected to  such  high  temperature  as  that;  I  have 
known  very  many  boilers  to  explode  at  very 
much  less  temperature.  It  seems  to  me  that 
this  pressure  of  400°  would  be  twice  as  much,  or 
nearly  three  times  as  much  as  the  ordinary 
pressure  of  steam ;  I  see  no  reason  why  not. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  hope  we  shall  finish  this 
matter  this  afternoon,  as  the  time  is  getting 
along,  and  the  parties  will  want  to  commence 
right  off.  After  visiting  it  twice  I  am  satisfied 
that  this  is  a  thing  that  the  citizens  of  Boston 
can  afford  to  try,  even  if  it  is  an  experiment. 
From  what  I  saw  in  Washington,  the  last  time  I 
was  there,  I  am  satisfied  that  it  is  doing  the 
work  it  professes  to  do,  and  very  easily  too.  In 
my  opinion  it  is  above  steam,  for  the  reason  that) 
pipes  with  more  pressure— that  is  a  three-inch 
pipe— can  be  used  with  more  pressure  for  their 
purposes  than  a  steam  pipe  of  18  inches  can  be 
used,  and  it  is  all  because  it  is  closed  up,  and 
there  is  not  such  a  large  opening.  I  think  that 
the  experience  of  the  people  ill  the  section 
asked  for  will  be  such  that  they  will  be  satisfied, 
and  that  people  in  other  sections  will  want  it. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith — If  the  gentleman  will  with- 
draw his  motion  I  have  an  amendment  I  would 
like  to  offer,  so  that  the  whole  matter  can  be 
considered  together. 


The  chairman  read  the  amendment  as  fol- 
lows: 

"Unless  the  company  shall  expend  a  sum  not 
less  than  $50,000  and  lay  not  less  than  1000  feet  of 
the  main  pipe  within  one  year  from  the  time 
this  order  is  approved  by  the  mayor,  all  rights 
and  powers  derived  under  said  order  shall  be 
forfeited. 

"2.  If  from  any  cause  the  company  shall  cease 
to  operate  its  works  for  a  period  of  two  years  all 
rights  acquired  under  said  order  shall  be  for- 
feited." 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  do  not  know  what  that 
amendment  has  to  do  with  my  motion.  My 
motion  is  simply  to  refer  to  the  engineer  with 
a  request  that  the  element  of  clanger  be  con- 
sidered in  this  matter  before  we  go  any  further. 
It  seems  to  me  that  no  interest  will  suffer  by 
this  being  delayed  a  week  or  two.  I  am  in- 
formed upon  pretty  good  authority  that  it  is 
pretty  good  pressure  to  apply  to  a  copper  pipe. 
If  we  should  put  such  a  pipe  in  the  street,  and 
subject  it  to  that  pressure,  and  if  it  should  ex- 
plode it  would  entail  a  very  heavy  damage  upon 
the  city.  It  seems  to  me  we  ought  to  go  slow 
enough  to  be  at  least  sure  of  our  way.  The  ask- 
ing for  this  expert  testimony  will  injure  nobody 
and  delay  the  measure  but  a  short  time.  If 
there  is  no  objection  to  it  on  that  account,  I 
shall  withdraw  any  objection  I  have  to  laying 
these  pipes. 

By  request  Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  withdrew  the 
motion  to  refer  and  Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  offered  his 
amendment  as  above. 

Aid.  Bromwich— The  gentlemen  having  this 
matter  in  hand  are  willing  to  go  further  than 
that  amendment  calls  for.  if  it  is  necessary. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— I  do  not  think  it  will  do  a 
great  deal  of  good  to  delay  this  matter  and  have 
it  go  to  the  city  engineer.  I  have  had  the  pleasure 
of  visiting  Washington  and  inspecting  the  plant 
there.  Knowing  something  about  steam  and  its 
appliances,  I  very  carefully  read  the  report  of 
the  chief  engineer  of  the  United  States  navy, 
and  that  ought  to  be  conclusive  authority,  when 
he  explains  away  all  the  chances  of  danger  from 
superheated  water.  It  strikes  me  that  we 
ought  to  be  liberal  in  the  City  of  Boston  and  do 
the  same  as  they  do  in  other  cities.  If  there  are 
any  people  who  have  what  they  think  would  be 
beneficial  to  the  citizens  of  Boston,  or  to  our 
business  people,  we  ought  to  be  liberal 
and  give  them  a  chance  to  put  in  their 
apparatus  and  let  the  people  have  the  benefit 
of  it,  if  there  is  any  such  benefit.  In  New  York 
they  have  a  very  large  main,  some  16  inches  I 
think,  and  they  are  going  to  put  in  a  30-inch 
main  to  carry  steam  through  the  streets  and 
supply  the  houses.  We  had  the  pleasure  of  visit- 
ing their  works,  and  they  were  massive.  There 
is  a  very  large  building  with  boilers  on  top  and 
boilers  on  the  floor — 64  boilers  altogether  when 
all  are  in  running  order.  The  plant  in  Wash- 
ington was  but  an  infant  compared  with  the  one 
in  New  York,  but  it  was  in  practical  use  there. 
Anybody  who  knows  anything  about  steam 
could,  if  he  followed  it  carefully,  see  that 
it  must  be  a  success.  There  they  have 
run  an  inch  pipe  with  super  heated  water 
through  some  1700  or  1800  feet  of  ground,  and 
supply  people  five  stories  high,  and  the  return 
water  from  that  building  not  only  heats  a  radi- 
ator in  the  boiler  room,  but  the  exhaust  from 
that  radiator  runs  a  one-horse  power  Sturte- 
vant  blower.  What  is  more  conclusive  than 
that?  In  my  opinion  the  steam  is  not  manufac- 
tured until  it  is  wanted.  Before  it  reaches  the 
place  where  it  is  needed  for  power  it  passes 
through  a  condenser  and  becomes  steam.  Then, 
in  my  opinion,  the  only  chance  for  danger 
is  when  it  becomes  steam.  I  am  free  to 
confess  that  I  would  be  guided  entirely 
by  the  report  of  the  chief  engineer  of 
the  United  States  navy  on  the  question  of 
danger.  It  strikes  me  that  with  the  experi- 
ence he  has  had— I  forget  Ins  name,  although  I 
very  carefully  read  his  report— that  he  ought  to 
know  something  about  it.  I  think  he  was  one 
of  the  officials  who  were  consulted  and  had  the 
power  of  making  the  official  decision  in  regard 
to  this  question  of  danger,  and  he  very  plainly 
says  that  there  is  no  danger,  or  that  the  danger 
is  in  a  great  degree  less  than  from  steam.  The 
size  of  the  pipe  used  to  transmit  the  water 
will  be  10  times  less  than  that  required  for 
steam.  In  my  opinion  a  two-inch  pipe  will 
supply  the  same  service  that  a  10-inch 
main  supplies  in  New  York.    Of  course  I  have 
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nothing  to  gain  by  pressing  this  thing  today, 
but  I  think  that  the  gentlemen  who  have  pre- 
sented this  petition  ought  to  know  what  is  to  be 
the  result.  I  think  we  have  put  theni  off  long 
enough.  We  have  visited  Washington,  and  I 
do  not  know  whether  any  of  the  members  made 
up  their  minds  while  there  or  not.  But  they 
certainly  have  had  time  enough  since  then  to 
read  the  report.  I  think  that  every  man  who 
was  there  should  certainly  be  prepared  to  vote 
today. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  think  the  alderman  on  my 
left  has  got  the  temperature  and  pressure  con- 
founded. The  temperature  is  400  and  the  pres- 
sure 140.  The  Boiler  Commissioners  and  all  the 
parties  interested  in  the  welfare  of  Washington, 
recommended  this  system  highly.  They  also 
said  that  they  would  not  be  without  the  use  of 
it  for  a  great  deal.  By  the  use  of  it  in  this  city 
in  a  large  building,  they  can  run  an  elevator 
without  going  to  the  expense  of  putting  in  fur- 
naces and  boilers  as  they  have  to  do  now;  fur- 
thermore, the  rates  of  insurance  will  be  much 
less  than  at  the  present  time.  I  am  very  sure 
that  if  we  have  it  in  one  section  of  the  city,  there 
will  be  a  great  demand  for  it  in  other  sections  of 
the  city  in  a  short  time. 

Aid.  C.  AY.  Smith— This  heating  by  super- 
heated water  is  a  very  small  thing.  The  water 
is  heated  in  the  boilers  to  a  temperature  of  about 
350°.  It  is  then  drawn  from  the  boilers,  and  by 
means  of  pumps  forced  through  the  pipes  in  the 
streets.  The  pressure  in  those  pipes  is  about  150 
pounds  to  the  square  inch.  The  pipe  is  continu- 
ous, that  is,  it  starts  from  the  boiler  and  returns 
to  the  boiler.  The  water  constantly  passes 
through  the  pipe  at  the  rate  of  about  a  mile  in 
10  minutes.  This  main  pipe  is  then  tapped  by 
the  small  pipes  and  the  hot  water  is  taken  into 
the  basements  of  buildings,  and  is  there 
converted  into  steam  by  removing  the 
pressure  from  it.  In  order  to  relieve  the 
pressure  of.  350D,  as  soon  as  you  give  it  a  chance 
to  expand,  it  will  be  converted  into  steam,  and 
then  it  is  carried  throngh  the  buildings  just  as 
though  you  had  a  steam  boiler  in  your  base- 
ment. That  is  the  whole  system.  I  examined 
it  as  carefully  as  I  could  in  Washington.  I 
stopped  in  New  York,  and  made  considerable  in- 
quiries from  men  interested  in  common  steam 
heat,  and  in  furnishing  steam  pipes.  They  told 
me  that  there  is  no  trouble  whatever  in  regard 
to  the  pressure  on  the  pipes.  Whether  it 
will  prove  a  financial  success  or  not,  of 
course  is  a  question  which  I  cannot  an- 
swer. But  for  one  1  would  be  willing  to 
pay  25  per  cent  more  to  heat  my  house  in  that 
way,  as  I  saw  it  in  Washington,  than  I  would 
pay  for  common  furnaces  or  steam  heat.  It 
would  save  labor,  and  be  safer,  and  it  seems  to 
me  it  would  be  better  than  common  furnaces  or 
steam  heat,  because  we  would  be  entirely  rid  of 
Are  in  the  buildings.  I  went  to  Washington 
certainly  as  much  prejudiced  against  this  sys- 
tem, or  against  the  giving  of  the  right  to  dig  up 
our  streets  to  the  new  corporation,  as  any  mem- 
ber of  this  Board,  or  any  citizen  of  Boston  could 
be. .  But  I  liked  it  much  better  than  I  expect- 
ed, and  it  seems  to  me  we  shall  not  make 
a  mistake  if  we  allow  the  company  to 
start  one  plant  and  put  the  system  into 
operation  here.  It  is  true  there  are  but  a  few 
people  in  Washington  at  the  present  time  who 
use  this  system,  but  they  all  testify,  so  far  as  I 
know,  that  it  seems  to  work  well.  I  understand 
the  reason  it  has  not  been  pushed  there  more 
has  been  on  account  of  the  conflict  of  authority 
between  the  District  Commissioners  and  Con- 
gress, which  controls  the  streets.  I  have  no  ob- 
jection to  the  reference  to  the  city  engineer,  and 
will  vote  for  it  if  the  gentleman  renews  his  mo- 
tion. 

Aid.  Haynes  accepted  Aid.  C.  W.  Smith's 
amendment. 

The  amendments  were  adopted,  and  the  ques- 
tion came  upon  the  passage  of  the  order  as 
amended. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— After  having  heard  the 
statements  of  the  gentlemen  conversant  with 
the  subject  I  am  more  than  ready  to  urge  my 
motion  to  refer.  From  what  I  glean  from  these 
statements  this  is  only  an  experiment  in  Wash- 
ington at  this  time,  and  there  is  great  pressure. 
One  gentleman  says  the  pressure  is  so  great  that 
after  having  passed  through  the  pipes  and  being 
brought  back  to  the  original  plant,  it  heats  the 
building  and  runs  an  engine.  If  that  is  so,  there 
must  be  a  tremendous  pressure. 


Aid.  McLaughlin— I  would  like  to  correct  the 
gentleman.  Probably  I  did  not  make  my  state- 
ments clear.  The  water  after  heating  the  build- 
ing, after  being  condensed  and  brought  back 
again,  then  passes  through  a  converter  and 
through  a  three-sixteenths  inch  copper  pipe, 
which  is  connected  with  the  radiator,  and  it 
heats  the  radiator.  It  is  merely  turning  the  wa- 
ter back  again,  and  it  is  not  reheated.  Of  course 
it  comes  back  hot  enough  to  do  this  work,  be- 
cause it  comes  back  in  most  cases  very  little  less 
heated  than  when  it  started. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith — It  has  been  over  the  road 
and  comes  back  hot  and  has  power  enough  to 
run  an  engine.  Now  it  is  not  safe  to  us  on  rail- 
roads or  put  under  the  street  at  such  a  high 
pressure.  When  I  am  walking  along  the  street 
I  don't  want  to  feel  that  I  am  walking  over  the 
top  of  a  volcano  that  is  likely  to  blow  up  at 
any  time,  and  I  don't  want  to  pay  my  share  of 
the  expense  that  may  occur  from  accidents  of 
that  kind.  I  am  slightly  prejudiced  against  this 
thing  at  this  time,  and  I  want  to  be  sure  that 
it  is  all  right.  I  don't  see  what  harm  will  come 
from  the  delay  if  we  refer  it  to  the  only  expert 
department  we  have,  and  get  the  opinion  of 
the  city  engineer. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  would  like  to  ask  what 
opinion  you  desire  to  get. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  would  like  to  get  his 
opinion  whether  it  would  be  absolutely  danger- 
ous or  whether  it  would  he  likely  to  explode. 
After  having  had  the  testimony  of  so  distin- 
guished an  authority  and  expert  as  the  chief  en- 
gineer of  the  United  States  navy,  the  opinion  of 
our  own  engineer,  if  favorable,  would  only 
strengthen  us. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  think  we  have  had  enough 
expert  testimony  on  this  subject.  The  gentle- 
man appointed  by  the  commissioners  in  Wash- 
ington before  they  allowed  the  streets  to  be 
opened — and  they  are  more  particular  with  their 
streets  than  we  are  here — has  given  such  a  plain 
statement,  which  I  hope  the  alderman  has  read 
and  understands,  showing  that  it  does  not  form 
itself  into  steam  until  it  enters  the  converter.  I 
hope  that  future  action  will  not  be  delayed. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  city  engineer,  with 
the  request  to  report  upon  the  element  of  dan- 
ger, was  declared  carried.  Aid.  Maguire  doubted 
the  vote,  and  the  Board  was  divided,  4  in  favor, 
7  against,  and  the  motion  was  lost. 

Aid.  C.  AY.  Smith  moved  to  assign  to  the  next 
meeting;  declared  lost.  Aid.  C.  Y\  .  Smith  doubt- 
ed the  vote.  The  Board  was  divided,  4  in  favor, 
7  against,  and  the  motion  was  lost. 

Aid.  X.  G.  Smith  moved  to  lay  the  whole 
matter  on  the  table ;  lost. 

Aid.  C.  AY.  Smith  moved  to  adjourn;  lost. 

The  order  as  amended  was  passed.  Aid.  Ma- 
guire moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

The  order  as  amended  and  passed,  reads  as 
follows: 

Ordered,  That  a  license  be  granted  the  Boston 
Heating  Company  to  lay  pipes  in  and  under  the 
streets  in  that  part  of  Boston  bounded  by  Sum- 
mer, Devonshire,  State,  and  Broad  streets  and 
Atlantic  avenue,  said  boundary  line  being  con- 
tinuous, for  thelpurpose  of  supplying  such  pub- 
lic and  private  buildings  as  may  require  its  ser- 
vice for  the  purposes  of  heating,  etc.,  under  such 
regulation  as  may  be  imposed  as  to  supervis- 
ion by  the  superintendent  of  streets,  upon 
condition  that  said  licensee  first  give  to 
the  city  of  Boston  a  bond  with  sureties  satisfac- 
tory to  the  mayor  of  said  city  to!indemnify  and 
save  harmless  the  said  city  against  a  y  and  all 
claim  for  damages.costs.expenses,  or  compensa- 
tion for,  on  account  of,  or  in  any  way  growing 
out  of  the  construction,  maintenance,  or  use  of 
the  said  pipes  as  aforesaid, or  any  neglect  in  rela- 
tion thereto. 

Unless  the  company  shall  expend  a  sum  of 
money  not  less  than  S50.000,and  lay  not  less  than 
1000  feet  of  main  pipe  within  one  year  from  the 
time  this  order  is  approved  by  the  mayor,  all 
rights  and  powers  derived  under  said  order 
shall  be  forfeited. 

2.  If  from  any  cause  the  company  shall  cease 
to  operate  its  works  for  a  period  of  two  years. all 
rights  acquired  under  said  order  shall  be  for- 
feited. 

LAXD  DAMAGES. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  orders  to  pay  on  the 
usual  condition  for  land  taken  and  all  damages 
occasioned  by  the  laying  out  of  streets  as  fol- 
lows : 


285 


BOARD     OF     ALDERMEN. 


Ellis  Houghton  $55,  widening  of  Norfolk 
street  at  Dorchester,  by  a  resolve  and  order  of 
Jan.  31,  1887. 

Heirs  of  Eber  Parker  $4300,  widening  of  South 
street  from  East  street  to  Kneeland  street,  by  a 
resolve  and  order  of  March  13, 1882. 

Orders  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

WATER  METERS. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— I  desire  to  offer  an  order, 
and  I  would  say  beforehand  in  regard  to  Docu- 
ment 55,  which  is  a  report  of  the  Water  Board 
relating  to  water  meters,  it  seems  that  from  Oc- 
tober, 1883,  to  June  27,  1885,  there  were  pur- 
chased $108,847  worth  of  water  meters.  It 
is  rumored,  I  see  in  the  papers,  that 
the  Water  Board  are  to  give  another  public 
test  of  water  meters.  While  I  am  not  partic- 
ularly interested  in  the  subject  of  the  water- 
meter  system,  still  I  have  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  a  test  of  the  water  meters  is  none  too 
good  for  the  city  of  Boston.  I  have  nothing  to 
say  against  the  Water  Board.  I  have  all  respect 
for  them,  and  all  that  I  have  to  say  is  to  suggest 
to  them  that  they  will  give  the  most  severe 
test  to  every  water  meter  that  has  been  applied 
to  be  put  into  the  test.  The  Water  Board  have 
said  in  their  report: 

"Our  investigations  and  tests  have  failed  thus 
far  to  satisfy  us  that  any  meter  in  the  market  is 
wholly  reliable.  Even  some  which  give  little 
.  trouble,  and  which  appear  upon  ordinary  bench 
tests  to  work  with  reasonable  accuracy,  are 
known  to  be  faulty  in  some  particulars ;  though 
none,  so  far  as  we  know,  operate  to  the  pecu- 
niary disadvantage  of  the  consumer." 

Now  I  claim— and  I  don't  know  but  what  they 
will  claim— that  they  ought  to  give  more  than  a 
bench  test  to  any  water  meter.  The  city  of 
Boston  has  spent  a  hundred  thousand  dollars 
in  water  meters,  and  the  city  cannot  afford 
to  spend  another  dollar  unless  it  can  get  a 
water  meter  that  will  stand  for  some  time. 
It  is  acknowledged  by  all  men  who  are  prac- 
tical mechanics  than  any  water  meter  can 
be  built  to  run  for  a  period  of  two  or 
three  months.  The  Tremont  meter  was 
adopted  after  a  severe  test  of  some  15  or  16  days. 
I  do  not  think  we  can  get  a  proper  water 
meter  unless  we  have  a  severe  test.  We  should 
have  a  test  under  all  conditions:  on  the  high 
service,  the  medium  service  and  the  low  ser- 
vice, and  then  the  meters  should  be  put  into 
buildings  and  tried  there.  If  they  break  down, 
remove  them.  If  I  was  a  member  of  a  water 
meter  company  and  had  a  good  thing,  I  would 
be  satisfied  to  stand  my  chances.  We  do  not 
want  water  meters  that  will  work  but  a  short 
time  and  then  have  to  be  sold  for  old  junk.  We 
want  water  meters  that  will  stand  up  and  do 
their  work.  The  Water  Board  makes  this  just 
and  sensible  statement  about  meters : 

"Some  late  inventions  have  been  brought  to 
our  notice  which  appear  to  have  great  merit. 
Yet,  the  only  test  of  value  of  actual  service  for  a 
considerable  period  of  time  must  be  applied  to 
these  as  to  all  others  before  they  can  be  en- 
dorsed." 

Now  it  strikes  me  that  the  only  actual 
experience  that  a  water  meter  can  have  is  to 
put  it  on  a  building  and  test  it  there,  and  then 
test  it  under  all  the  circum  tances,  under  high 
pressure  and  low  pressure.  The  Water  Board 
further  state  that  in  order  to  decide  upon  the 
merits  of  the  meters  there  have  been  appointed 
three  commissioners  to  look  into  the  matter. 
These  commissioners  are  L.  Frederick  Rice, 
Charles  Carr  and  A.  M.  Lowe.  I  have  noth- 
ing to  say  about  those  gentlemen.  I  pre- 
sume they  are  all  capable  men,  anxious  land 
willing  to  do  their  duty  honestly.  But  I  think 
the  sense  of  the  city  government  should  lay  out 
a  course  for  those  gentlemen.  The  city  govern- 
ment, as  a  custodian  of  the  money  of  the 
people,  voting  away  then-  money  for  cer- 
tain things,  have  some  rights.  I  do  not 
know  that  my  order  will  be  acted  on  in  the 
same  spirit  by  the  Water  Board  in  which  it  has 
been  offered.  If  it  does  not,  I  would  like  to 
know  why  it  would  not.  I  have  all  confidence 
in  the  Water  Commissioners,  but  I  think  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  city  government  to  lay  down  a 
course  and  lay  it  down  plainly ;  and  for  that 
reason  I  have  offered  this  order,  and  ask  that  it 
be  read. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Water  Board  be  requested, 
in  the  proposed  competitive  test  of  water  meters, 


to  subject  the  various  water  meters  submitted 
to  a  service  covering  a  period  of  12  consecutive 
months,  as  follows  : 

Three  months  of  that  time  to  be  a  test  upon 
high  service  of  not  less  than  80  pounds  pressure 
to  a  square  inch. 

Three  months  to  be  a  test  upon  a  service  of 
not  less  than  40  pounds  pressure  to  the  square 
inch. 

Three  months  to  be  a  test  upon  a  service  of 
not  less  than  25  pounds  to  the  square  inch ;  and 

A  final  test  of  three  months'  service  in  build- 
ings connected  to  service  pipes. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Sent 
down. 

BACK-BAY   PARK  BETTERMENTS. 

Aid.  Bromwich  called  up  the  special  assign- 
ment, viz. : 

16.  Order  that  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
David  N.  Skillings,  executor,  the  sum  of  $3040.04 
on  his  giving  a  release,  satisfactory  to  the  city 
solicitor,  of  all  claims  on  account  of  the  assess- 
ment and  payment  of  betterments  on  lands  of 
the  late  David  N.  Skillings  for  the  laying  out  of 
the  Back-bay  Park. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  asked  that  this  be  laid  over 
last  week  because  I  didn't  understand  it.  I  have 
become  satisfied  that  it  was  all  right,  and  I  hope 
it  will  pass. 

Aid.  Allen— When  the  matter  was  laid  over 
a  week  ago,  I  understood  that  some  explanation 
of  the  order  would  be  made  to  this  Board ;  and 
if  the  gentleman  has  obtained  the  information 
I  would  be  very  much  obliged,  as  a  member  of 
the  Board,  if  he  would  impart  it  to  his  fellow- 
members. 

Aid.  Bromwich  —  Before  the  last  meeting 
closed  the  gentleman  who  presented  the  report 
gave  the  reasons  why  he  presented  it,  which  he 
no  doubt  will  state  to  the  gentleman's  satisfac- 
tion. 

The  Chairman— The  question  is  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order. 

Aid.  Allen — The  explanation  is  not  satisfac- 
tory to  me.  I  haven't  received  information  yet 
which  leads  me  to  think  that  I  ought  to  vote 
for  the  order.  Probably  there  is  some  good  rea- 
son. 

The  order  was  declared  passed.  Aid.  Allen 
doubted  the  vote,  and  a  rising  vote  was  taken, 
five  members  voting  in  the  affirmative,  one  in 
the  negative. 

The  Chairman— Five  members  have  voted  in 
the  affirmative,  one  in  the  negative,  and  a 
quorum  not  voting — 

Aid.  Allen— The  order  is  not  passed. 

Aid.  Lee — I  would  like  to  know  what  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair  is  on  that? 

The  Chairman— The  order  is  not  passed,  a 
quorum  not  voting. 

Aid.  Lee— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that  it  is 
not  necessary  that  a  quorum  should  vote  on  any 
question  if  there  is  proof  sufficient  to  the  Chair 
that  a  quorum  is  present,  and  I  will  refer  the 
chairman  to  all  parliamentary  practice. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  will  be  obliged  to 
rule  the  point  of  order  not  well  taken,  for  the 
reason  that  the  charter  distinctly  states  what  a 
quorum  shall  be.  In  a  vote  on  any  subject,  when 
the  attention  of  the  Chair  is  called  to  the  fact 
that  the  number  voting  on  both  sides  is  less 
than  a  quorum,  it  is  equivalent  to  a  negative. 

Aid.  Lee— The  practice  of  all  parliamentary 
bodies  is  that  the  Chair  will  decide  whether 
there  is  a  quorum  present. 

The  Chairman— Does  the  gentleman  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  Chair? 

Aid.  Lee— I  doubt  the  vote  and  ask  for  aver 
ification  by  yeas  and  nays.    Mr.  President— 

The  Chairman— While  solving  the  doubt  no 
debate  is  in  order. 

Aid.  Lee— On  a  motion  for  the  yeas  and  nays? 

The  Chairman— This  is  a  motion  for  solving 
the  doubt.    The  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

Aid.  Allen— Would  it  be  in  order  to  explain 
one  thing? 

The  Chairman— Not  without  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  Board. 

Aid.  Lee— I  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  will  have  to  at 
this  time  call  the  alderman  to  order.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  solving  the  doubt.  The  clerk  will 
please  call  the  roll. 

Aid.  Lee— I  rise  for  information. 

The  Chairman— Will  the  gentleman  please 
state  his  point? 

Aid.  LEE—My  point  is  this:  the  members  of 
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the  Board  are  unable  to  make  up  their  minds 
how  to  vote,  and  they  should  be  instructed  by 
the  Chair  or  some  member  of  the  Board  compe- 
tent to  direct. 

The  Chairman— That  is  not  the  fault  of  the 
Chair.  The  question  before  the  Board  was  on 
the  passage  of  this  order,  and  on  that  the  Chair 
took  a  vote  both  ways,  and  made  a  decision  that 
the  order  was  not  passed.  Upon  that  the  decision 
of  the  Chair  was  doubted,  and  on  that  the  Chair 
is  now  about  to  put  the  question  on  solving  the 
doubt.  The  yeas  and  nays  have  been  called  for, 
and  there  is  no  business  in  order  at  this  time  ex- 
cept the  solving-  of  the  donbt. 

Aid.  Lee — I  would  like  to  inquire  if  it  is  proper 
to  ask  Jor  an  explanation  of  the  order? 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  rule  that  it 
is  too  late  at  this  time.  The  clerk  will  please 
call  the  roll. 

The  clerk  called  the  roll,  and  the  order  was 
passed  in  concurrence :  yeas  6,  nays  4 : 

Yeas— Aid.  Bromwich,  Capen,  Donovan,  Hayes, 
Lee,  Sullivan— 6. 

Nays— Aid.  Allen,  Maguire,  N.  G  Smith,  C. 
W.  Smith— 1. 

Aid.  Lee— I  move  to  reconsider,  hoping  it  will 
not  prevail.  Mr.  Chairman,  in  moving  that  re- 
consideration I  want  to  say,  in  explanation  of 
that  order  that  the  alderman  on  my  left  asked 
last  week  that  it  might  lie  over,  that  he  might 
get  information.  I  supposed  after  be  received 
the  information  he  would  impart  it  to  this  Board. 
He  says  he  received  that  information  from  the 
gentleman  who  presented  this  report.  It  was 
certainly  no  member  <>f  the  Board  who  present- 
ed it,  as  I  understand— it  came  down  from  the 
other  branch.  But  as  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, Mr.  Chairman,  from  which  that  order 
emanated,  I  want  to  say  for  the  information  of 
the  alderman  on  my  left  that  by  a  vote  of  the 
City  Council  of  last  year  the  Law  Department 
were  given  authority  and  were  directed  to  settle 
with  the  owners  of  real  estate  on  the  Back  Bay 
for  50  per  cent  on  the  betterments  that  were 
assessed  on  the  land  on  account  of  the  laying 
out  of  the  Back-bay  Park.  The  government 
gave  them  the  right  to  settle  for  50  cents  on  the 
dollar.  In  this  case,  I  believe,  Mr.  Skillings  paid 
his  money  to  the  full  amount  into  the  city  treas- 
ury. He  now  comes  to  the  City  Council  and  the 
Law  Department  and  asks  that  a  certain  portion 
be  refunded.  The  Law  Department  have  ef- 
fected a  settlement  with  Mr.  Skillings,  making 
him  pay  60  per  cent  instead  of  50.  The  city  solic- 
itor appeared  before  the  Committee  on  Claims 
and  presented  the  case  and  the  committee  have 
reported  that  order  here  that  the  treasurer 
might  settle  with  Mr.  Skillings,  and  the  report, 
as  I  understand  it,  was  a  unanimous  report. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— 1  thought  we  had  that  all 
explained  to  us  at  the  last  meeting,  and  the 
reason  it  was  laid  over  was  that  we  didn't  know 
what  appropriation  the  money  was  coming  from 
to  pay  it. 

Aid.  Lee — That  isn't  for  the  Committee  on 
Claims  to  determine.  When  the  order  goes  to 
the  city  treasurer  it  is  for  him  to  determine 
where  he  shall  find  the  money  to  refund.  That 
is  the  opinion  we  received  from  the  city  solic- 
itor and  I  believe  the  corporation  counsel,  and 
upon  that  authority  the  committee  has  report- 
ed the  order  in  the  form  in  which  it  is. 

Aid.  Allen— I  am  very  much  obliged  to  the 
gentleman  across  the  way  for  the  explanation 
he  has  given.    It  is  certainly  very  clear  and   to 


my  mind  satisfactory.  I  voted  against  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order,  because  no  man  about  the 
Board  vouchsafed  an  explanation,  and  I  think 
an  order  not  worth  explaining  is  not  worth 
passing.  I  shall  now  vote  against  reconsidera- 
tion, because  the  order  has  been  satisfactorily 
explained. 

Aid.  Lee— I  would  ask  the  gentleman  if  he 
didn't  believe  it  was  proper  and  right  to  get  an 
explanation  from  the  gentleman  who  asked  that 
the  order  be  laid  over? 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  would  say  that  I  felt  as 
though  I  was  in  a  box  all  the  time,  but  I  knew 
that  last  week  the  gentleman  opposite  had  given 
me  satisfactory  reasons,  but  I  couldn't  collect 
my  thoughts  together  to  think  of  what  he  had 
arrived  at,  and  that  is  the  reason  I  didn't  say 
anything. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost. 

AEMORIES. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  offered  an  order— That  there 
be  allowed  and  paid  to  Company  C,  Ninth  Regi- 
ment, M.  V.  M.,  the  sum  of  $300  for  repairing 
and  furnishing  the  armory  of  said  company; 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
armories. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

RAILROADS. 

Aid.  Hatnes  offered  an  order— That  the  super- 
intendent of  streets  be  directed  to  prosecute  any 
and  all  street  railway  corporations,  which  shall 
refuse  or  neglect  to  remove  the  snow  and  ice 
from  the  streets  inside  their  tracks,  and  be- 
tween their  tracks  and  the  sidewalks,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  standing  regulations  of  this 
Board. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Aid.  Haynes  offered  an  order— That  the  Com- 
mittee on  Railroads  inquire  and  report  upon  the 
expediency  of  requiring  the  several  railroad  cor- 
porations to  make  their  rails  to  conform  to  such 
improved  form  of  rail  as  will  make  the  streets 
safe  and  convenient  for  public  travel  by 
vehicles. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

TREES  TO  BE  TRIMMED. 

Aid.  Bromwich  presented  the  petition  of 
Thomas  D.  Gerrish  and  others,  that  the  trees  in 
front  of  estates  498-502  East  Fourth  street,  be 
trimmed. 

In  connection  with  the  above  Aid.  Bromwich 
offered  an  order — That  the  superintendent  of 
Common,  etc.,  be  directed  to  properly  trim  the 
tops  and  sides  of  the  trees  in  front  of  estates 
Nos.  498-502  East  Fourth  street.  South  Boston. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

LEDGE  LOT  ON  TREMONT  STREET. 

Aid.  Maguire  moved  that  the  papers  relative 
to  purchase  of  the  ledge  lot  on  Tremont  street 
betaken  from  the  files  of  1881,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance.    Carried. 

licenses. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  recommending  the 
granting  of  minors'  licenses  to  sundry  news- 
hoys. 

Reports  accepted  and  licenses  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

Adjourned  at  8.45  P.  M.,  on  motion  of  Aid. 
Allen. 
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Proceedings   of    the   Common    Council. 


Thursday,  March  24,  1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  at 
7.30  P.M.,  President  Barry  in  the  chair. 

By  direction  of  the  president  the  roll  was 
called,  with  the  following  result : 

Present  —  Atwood,  Barry,  Bowman,  Carroll, 
Carstensen,  Clark,  Cochran,  Desmond,  Dolan, 
Fisher.  Foss,  Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost,  J.  Gallagher, 
P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Haggerty,  Harrington, 
Hayes.  Kelley,  Lattimore,  Lauten,  Leary,  Light, 
McKenna,  MeNary,  F.  Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison, 
J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Norton,  O'Mealey, 
C.  C.  Powers,  Reilly,  Richards,  Sanger,  Shaw, 
E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Sund- 
herg,  Teevens.  Tracy,  Tuttle.  Webster,  Whall, 
Whitmore,  Wilson— 50 

Absent— Blume,  Burr,  Chamberlain,  Coleman, 
Connolly.Goyle,  Davem,  Dewey,  Duggan,  Dunn, 
Keliher,  Kennedy,  Ladd,  Mahoney,  McEnaney, 
J.  J.  Murphy,  Nunan,  Perkins,  Perry,  E.  J. 
Powers,  Short,  Snow,  Thaver— 22. 

THE  PROPOSED     BUILDING  ON   PUBLIC     GARDEN. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  a  suspension  of  the 
rule  that  I  may  offer  the  report  of  the  Judiciary 
Committee  about  the  proposed  horticultural 
building  on  the  Public  Garden,  and  if  it  is  put 
in  I  shall  move  to  refer  it  to  some  time  later  this 
evening;  but  I  want  to  get  it  in  if  it  is  possible. 
1  move  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

The  rule  was  suspended. 

Mr.  Whitmore  submitted  the  report,  and  it 
was  assigned  to  8  o'clock  this  evening. 

Report  from  the  Committee  on  Judiciary  on 
the  petition  of  the  Massachusetts  Horticultural 
Society  for  permission  to  erect  an  exhibition 
building  on  the  Public  Garden— That  they  have 
obtained  the  opinion  of  the  corporation  counsel 
in  relation  to  the  matter,  and  submit  the  same 
herewith  for  the  consideration  of  the  Council. 

Following  is  the  opinion : 
Office  of  the  Corporation  Counsel,  ) 
Boston,  March  18, 1887.        I 
To  the  Judiciary  Committee  of  the  Common 

Council. 

Gentlemen, — My  delay  in  answering  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  City  Council  can  authorize  the 
Massachusetts  Horticultural  Society  to  erect  a 
building  on  the  Public  Garden,  is  due  to  my  hav- 
ing waited  in  order  to  give  to  the  petitioners' 
counsel  all  the  time  he  needed  to  examine,  and, 
if  possible,  to  meet  the  legal  objections  which 
appeared  in  the  course  of  my  investigation  of 
the  subject. 

Upon  careful  consideration  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  the  City  Council  cannot  grant  the  request 
of  the  society. 

The  territory  called  the  Public  Garden  is  made 
up,  first  and  mainly,  of  flats  which  were  former- 
ly a  part  of  the  Common,  and,  secondly,  of  land 
conveyed  to  the  city  by  the  Commonwealth  by 
an  indenture  of  Dec.  11,  1856.  [See  Back-Bay 
Agreements,  page  59.]  Whether  the  flats  referr- 
ed to  were,  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the 
city  charter  in  1822,  and  have  since  continued  in 
law  to  be  part  of  "the  Common,"  so  as  to  be 
within  the  exception  to  the  power  given  to  the 
City  Council  to  lease  or  sell  all  the  property  of 
the  city,  "except  the  Common  and  Faneuil 
Hall,"  is  a  question  not  free  from  doubt.  It  was 
much  discussed  in  1843,  upon  a  proposition  to 
sell  those  flats,  and  the  different  views 
taken  by  eminent  lawyers,  whose  opin- 
ions were  then  sought  by  the  City  Council, 
are  recorded  in  City  Documents  Nos.  23,  23V2  and 
26,  of  that  year.  But  it  seems  to  me  unnecessary 
to  consider  that  question  in  this  connection, 
since  there  are  other  objections  which  would  be 
more  readily  admitted.  The  first  is  found  in 
Chapter  210  of  the  Acts  of  1859,  entitled  "An  act 
in  relation  to  the  Back  Bay  and  the  Public  Gar- 
den in  the  city  of  Boston.  By  the  acceptance 
of  this  act  the  city  of  Boston  surrendered  what- 
ever rights  it  had  as  a  mere  property-holder  to 
erect  buildings,  either  on  the  flats  or  on  that 
part  of  the  Public  Garden  ceded  to  it  by  the 
Commonwealth,  and  agreed  that  "No  building 


shall  hereafter  be  erected  between  Arlington 
and  Charles  streets,  except  such  as  are  expedient 
for  horticultural  purposes." 

It  has  been  suggested  that  the  words  of  the 
exception  are  broad  enough  to  cover  the  use 
which  the  petitioner  desires  to  make  of  the 
land.  But  those  words  cannot  in  their  construc- 
tion be  separated  from  the  context ;  and,  con- 
siderating  the  whole  section  in  which  they  ap- 
pear, and  that  which  follows,  it  seems  clear  to 
me  that  the  phrase  was  intended  merely  to 
authorize  the  erection  of  greenhouses  and  such 
other  minor  buildings  as  might  be  convenient  in 
the  care  and  cultivation  of  the  land  which  was 
the  subject  of  legislation.  Moreover,  if  it  be  ad- 
mitted that  under  this  exception  the  city  itself 
may  erect  such  buildings  as  the  City  Council 
may  deem  expedient  for  horticultural  purposes, 
I  do  not  think  such  a  right  can  be  assigned.  The 
city  holds  that  land  for  public  use,  and  it  cannot 
permit  any  portion  of  it  to  be  permanently  oc- 
cupied for  private  uses. 

Another  objection  is  found  in  the  act  of  the 
Legislature  passed  in  1877,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  Protection  of  Public  Commons  and  Parks," 
now  Sections  16  and  17  of  Chapter  54  of  the  Pub- 
lic Statutes,  which  provides  that  "No  building 
exceeding  six  hundred  square  feet  in  area  upon 
the  ground  shall  be  erected  in  or  upon  a  com- 
mon or  park  dedicated  to  the  use  of  the  public 
without  leave  of  the  General  Court."  I  think 
this  restriction  applies  to  the  Public  Garden. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

E.  P.  Nettleton. 

Corporation  Counsel. 

Later  in  the  session  the  report  was  called  up 
by  Mr.  Whitmore,  and  on  his  motion  it  was 
voted  that  the  opinion  of  the  corporation  coun- 
sel be  printed  and  that  the  petitioners '  have 
leave  to  withdraw. 

DEPUTY   COLLECTOR*. 

An  Ordinance 
To  amend  Chapter  13  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1885. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Chapter  13  of  the  Revised  Ordi- 
nances of  1885  is  hereby  amended  in  Section  2 
thereof,  by  striking  out  the  word  "eighteen" 
in  the  ninth  line  of  said  section  and  inserting  in 
place  thereof  the  word  "twenty-one." 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whall,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Collector's  Department. 

DISPOSITION  OF  LIQUOR  LICENSE  FEES. 

Mr.  Whall  offered  the  following: 
An  Ordinance 
To  Amend  Chapter  15  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1885. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Chapter  15  of  the  Revised  Ordi- 
nances of  1885  is  hereby  amended  in  Section  9, 
by  striking  out  all  from  the  word  "all"  inthefirst 
line  to  the  word  "excess"  in  the  second  line  in 
said  section. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whall,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

CARE  OF  FANEUIL  HALL. 

Mr.  Whall  offered  an  order— That  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  consider  and  report  what 
changes,  if  any,  should  be  made  in  Section  7 
of  Chapter  36  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1885. 

Passed.  Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 
Sent  up. 

QUEEN  OF  THE  SANDWICH  ISLANDS. 

Mr.  Whall  offered  an  order— That  His  Honor 
the  Mayor  be  requested  to  extend  the  hospitali- 
ties of  the  city  of  Boston  to  Queen  Kapiolani  of 
the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  suite,  during  their 
stay  in  Boston  on  their  way  to  England,  the  ex- 
pense attending  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  incidental  expenses. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Mr. 
Whall  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

17TH  OF  JUNE. 

Mr.  Reilly  offered  an  order  — That  a  joint 
special  committee  consisting  of  three  members 
of  the  Common  Council,  with  such  as  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  appointed  to  prepare 
and  report  a  programme  for  the  celebration  in 
Charlestown  of  the  anniversary  of  the  battle  of 
Bunker-Hill,  on  the  17th  of  June  next,  such 
programme  to  be  based  upon  the  expenditure  of 
the  anticipated  appropriation  of  $3000  and  the 
income  of  the  Foss  and  Babcock  funds. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Mr. 
Reilly  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 
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Later  in  the  session  the  president  appointed 
Messrs.  Reilly,  Fisher  and  Sundbergon  said  com- 
mittee.   Sent  up. 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY  PLANS. 

Mr.  \V.  H.  Murphy  offered  an  order— That  the 
plans  drawn  by  the  city  architect  for  the  new 
Public  Library  building  be  and  are  hereby  pre- 
sented to  him  as  his  private  property. 

Specially  assigned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McNary, 
to  8.30  P.M. 

Later  in  the  session  the  order  was  called  up 
by  Mr.  W.  H.  Murphy,  and  on  his  motion  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  City  Architect's 
Department. 

CITY  REGISTRAR'S  CLERKS. 

Mr.  McNary  offered  an  order— That  the  Ap- 
propriations Commiltee  include  in  the  appro- 
priation for  the  City  Registrar's  Department 
the  sum  of  §900  to  be  divided  among  the  male 
clerks  in  the  department  as  compensation  for 
the  extra  work  performed  by  them  on  Sundays 
and  holidays. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McNary,  to  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations. 

pay  of  gas  lamplighters. 

Mr.  McNary  offered  an  order— That  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  be  requested  to  draft  and 
report  an  ordinance  in  addition  or  amendment 
to  Chapter  39  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  estab- 
lishing the  pay  of  the  gas  lamplighters  at  $2  per 
day. 

Mr.  McNary  moved  to  refer  to  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Do  I  understand  that  this  is 
in  regard  to  the  Lamp  Department? 

Mr.  McNary— Gas  lamplighters;  yes,  sir, 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  suggest  that  it  go  to 
the  committee  on  that  department  first,  and 
then  after  we»have  had  a  report  it  can  be  con- 
sidered as  to  form  by  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances. 

Mr.  McNary — I  would  state,  in  explanation  of 
my  motion,  that  there  was  a  question  as  to  our 
power  in  this  matter.  I  had  a  conversation  with 
the  corporation  counsel  in  regard  to  it,  and  I  de- 
sired that  it  should  go  to  the  Ordinance  Com- 
mittee that  they  might  decide  as  to  form,  and  if 
not  satisfactory  they  can  so  report.  If  it  goes  to 
that  committee  they  can  consider  the  matter 
and  can  consult  the  corporation  counsel  to  see 
as  to  whether  the  City  Council  has  the  right  to 
do  this  or  not. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  would  suggest  that  it  had 
better  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ju- 
diciary, and  they  can  report  it  back  here. 
That  is  the  committee  that  is  in  the  habit  of 
getting  the  opinion  of  the  corporation  counsel. 

Mr.  Carroll — I  would  state  for  the  benefit  of 
the  members  of  the  Council  that  the  Committee 
on  Lamps  have  considered  the  subject,  and  con- 
sidered and  advised  that  in  the  appropriation 
for  that  department  for  the  coming  year  a  sum 
sufficient  shall  be  included  to  give  the  lamp- 
lighters S2  a  day.  Therefore  I  trust  that  any 
committee  this  may  be  referred  to  will  consider 
that  fact,  that  the  Committee  on  Lamps  have 
recommended  that  an  appropriation  be  made 
for  that  department  sufficient  to  cover  $2  a  day 
pay  for  the  lamplighters. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  say  now 
that  all  debate  is  out  of  order. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 
prosecutions    for    unlicensed     sales    of 
petroleum,  etc. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order — That  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  be  requested  to  con- 
sider and  report  what  changes  are  desirable  in 
Chapter  52,  Section  6,  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1885,  as  amended  by  Chapter  36  of  the  Ordi- 
nances of  1886. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitniore,  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances. 

the  salary  ordinance. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order— That  Chap- 
ter 6,  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1885,  be  re- 
ported in  a  new  draft  containing  all  changes 
heretofore  made,  and  also  any  recommended  by 
the  committee. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances, 

FRANKLIN   PARK. 

Mr.  Fowler  offered  an  order— That  the  Park 


Commissioners  be  and  they  hereby  are  request- 
ed to  assign  and  set  apart  some  suitable  location 
in  Franklin  Park  contiguous  to  Jamaica  Plain 
for  a  baseball  ground  for  the  youth  of  'Jamaica 
Plain. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fowler,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Parks. 

public  library  income. 

The  following  was  received  and,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Whitmore,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances : 

Executive  Department,  ) 
March  24,  1887.  ( 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

The  enclosed  communications  have  been  re- 
ceived from  the  trustees  of  the  Public  Library, 
and  are  respectfully  submitted  for  your  consid- 
eration. Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 
Boston  Public  Library,     I 
Trustees'  Room,  March  24,  1887.  ( 
To  the  Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien.  Mayor. 

Dear  Sir,— Please  find  herewith  an  attested 
copy  of  the  vote  of  the  trustees  of  the  Public 
Library  asking  the  City  Council  to  place  at  their 
disposal  for  the  general  purposes  of  the  library 
certain  sums  received  in  money  at  the  main 
building  and  the  branches.  Hoping  that  the 
petition  may  be  granted,  I  remain, 
Respectfully  yours, 

W.  W.  Greenough, 
President  Trustees  Public  Library. 
Boston  Public  Library,  I 

In  Board  of  Trustees,  March  22,  1887.  I 

Voted,  That  the  president  be  requested  to 
communicate  with  His  Honor  the  Mayor  asking 
for  the  passage  of  a  vote  by  the  City  Council 
placing  the  small  sums  received  for  fines,  sales 
of  catalogues,  sales  of  old  paper,  etc.,  at  the 
disposal  of  the  trustees  for  the  general  purposes 
of  the  library,  instead  of  being  paid  into  the 
city  treasury. 

A  true  copy  of  the  record. 

Attest:  Mellen  Chamberlain,  Clerk. 

water  meter  tests. 

The  following  was  received  : 

Boston  Water  Board  Office,  1 
March  24,  1887.     I 
To  the  Honorable  City  Council. 

Referring  to  an  order  now  before  your  body, 
making  a  request  upon  us  to  adopt  certain  speci- 
fied methods  in  the  proposed  meter  tests,  we 
have  to  suggest  that  it  may  be  well  that  the 
order  be  considered  by  a  committee,  to  whom 
we  can  explain  in  detail  the  scope  of  the  scheme 
already  arranged;  to  the  end  that  our  action 
may  either  he  approved  as  it  stands,  or  if  modi- 
fied, that  it  shall  bo  only  with  a  full  knowledge 
of  the  attendant  circumstances. 

This  communication  is  not  to  be  taken  as  in- 
terposing any  objection  to  the  passage  of  the 
order;  provided  there  is  a  clear  understanding 
that  the  Water  Board  will  endeavor  to  reach 
the  results  aimed  at,  without  being  limited  to 
the  precise  conditions  named. 

We  take  this  opportunity  to  say  that,  in  our 
annual  report,  recently  submitted,  we  stated  in 
a  general  way  the  difficulties  which  have  at- 
tended our  dealing  with  the  water-meter  ques- 
tion, and  the  reasons  which  have  restricted  our 
purchases  of  meters  to  absolutely  immediate 
wants. 

To  relieve  ourselves  from  the  most  serious 
difficulty,  that  of  determining  what  is  a  reliable 
meter,  we  have  arranged  the  plan  for  a  public 
test  of  meters,  to  be  conducted  by  such  men  and 
under  such  requirements  as,  in  our  judgment, 
fully  guarantee  the  thoroughness  and  fairness 
of  the  tests.  But  in  view  of  public  and  private 
suggestions  of  possible  improper  influences  and 
management  in  connection  witli  these  tests,  we 
desire  the  City  Council  to  satisfy  itself  by  an  in- 
quiry or  any  other  method  of  precedure  it 
chooses  to  adopt,  that  our  action  thus  far  has 
been  judicious,  and  that  our  prospective  plans 
are  distinctly  in  the  public  interest  and  no 
other. 

We  can  take  no  satisfaction  in  perform- 
ing this  duty  unless  we  can  feel  that  the  City 
Council  and  all  parties  interested  repose  full 
confidence  both  in  our  discretion  and  our  good 
faith.  Under  other  conditions,  we  should  feel 
impelled  to  request  to  be  relieved  from  this  par- 
ticular task. 

Very  respectfully, 

For  the  Water  Board, 

H.  T.  Rockwell,  Chairman. 
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Air.  Whitmure — I  move  that  that  communi- 
cation be  considered  as  attendant  to  No.  29  on  the 
calendar,  which  is  on  the  subject  matter,  and 
we  can  consider  it  when  that  is  reached. 

Mr.  Whall- Before  the  gentleman  got  up  to 
speak  I  was  about  to  move  a  suspension  of  the 
rule,  that  this  communication  might,  together 
with  No.  29,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Water.  The  order  never  has  come  from  a  com- 
mittee. It  was  offered  upon  the  individual  mo- 
tion of  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and 
I  think  that  that  gentleman  himself  wili  see 
that  is  the  best  way  of  getting  rid  of  it.  The 
gentleman  who  offered  the  order  is  a  member  of 
the  Committee  on  "Water,  and  he  can  give  to 
them  the  reasons  which  actuated  him  in  offer- 
ing the  order.  If  the  gentleman  will  withdraw 
his  motion  I  would  move  that  now.  I  move  a 
suspension  of  the  rule  in  order  that  I  may  move 
that  this  communication  and  No.  29  on  the 
calendar  be  considered  together. 

The  clerk  read  No.  29  on  the  calendar,  as  fol- 
lows: 

29.  Order  requesting  Water  Board  in  the  pro- 
posed competitive  test  of  water  meters  to  subject 
the  meters  submitted  to  a  service  covering  a 
period  of  12  consecutive  months,  and  in  the 
manner  specified  in  this  order. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  the  communica- 
tion and  order  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Water.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider ; 
lost. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

1.  Reference  to  a  special  committee,  consisting 
of  the  members  of  the  Standing  Committees  on 
Health  and  City  Registrar's  Department,  of  the 
petition  of  the  Boston  Undertakers'  Union,  that 
all  business  relating  to  the  issuance  of  burial 
permits  be  transacted  at  one  office,  and  that 
such  business  be  simplified. 

Concurred. 

Mr.  Whall— I  move  that  Nos.  2  to  12  inclusive 
be  taken  up  and  acted  upon  together. 

Mr.  Sundberg — I  take  exception  to  No.  11,  in 
which  I  see  there  is  a  clerical  error.  It  should 
read  "Daniel  S.  Lawrence,  drawtender,"  in- 
stead of  "Daniel  S.  Lawrence,  assistant  draw- 
tender." 

Mr.  Whall— I  make  my  motion  for  Nos.  2  to 
11. 

Mr.  McNary— I  object  to  No.  8. 

The  President— Objection  being  raised  the 
orders  will  be  acted  upon  separately.  * 

2.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  leave  to 
withdraw  on  petition  of  Ellis  S.  Jellison  for 
compensation  for  personal  injuries.  Accepted 
in  concurrence. 

3.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Martha  A.  Kelley  for  com- 
pensation for  personal  injuries  received  on  Ber- 
wick park.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

4.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Margaret  Fay  for  compensa- 
tion for  personal  injuries  received  on  Mindoro 
street.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

5.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Mary  Sullivan  for  compen- 
sation for  personal  injuries  received  on  Summer 
street.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

6.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Elizabeth  J.  Smith  for  com- 
pensation for  personal  injuries  received  on  Tre- 
mont  street.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Salaries  of  Drawtenders. 

7.  Report  of  Committee  on  Bridges,  leave  to 
withdraw  on  petition  of  drawtender  of  Maiden 
bridge  for  an  increase  of  pay. 

Mr.  Gomez— I  move  that  ?\o.  7  on  the  calendar 
be  sent  back  to  the  committee ;  also  Nos.  8,  9 
and  10. 

Mt.iSundberg— I  make  an  amendment,  to  in- 
clude No.  11. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  am  very  soiry  to  see  this  action 
attempted  on  the  part  of  any  member  of  the 
Council.  When  the  Committee  on  Bridges  is  dis- 
posed to  adopt  an  economical  course  of  action,  I 
am  very  sorry  to  see  any  member  rise  here  and  in- 
dicate a  desire  for  any  other  course.  These  parties 
have  been  given  leave  to  withdraw  in  accord- 
ance with  the  well  recognized  policy  that  must 
be  pursued  on  the  part  of  the  city  of  Boston.  No 
other  course  is  open  to  them.  The  committee 
have  done  their  duty,  and,  it  seems  to  me,  their 
whole  duty,  in  reporting  these  matters  as  they 
have.  They  have  no  doubt  carefully  considered 
these  matters ;  some  of  them  have  been  before 


them  before,  li  the  City  Council  is  to  be  merely 
a  means  of  annually  increasing  everybody's  sal- 
ary, certainly  we  are  derelict  in  our  duty  to  the 
city  of  Boston,  and  I  trust  that  the  motion  to  re- 
commit will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Lauten  -I  have  been  waited  upon  by  the 
drawtender  of  the  Dover-street  bridge,  and  he 
tells  me  that  all  he  wants  is  to  be  treated  as  fair- 
ly as  the  other  drawtenders  are.  It  seems  to  me 
there  must  be  some  mistake,  and  I  move  an 
amendment  to  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  13,  that  Nos.  8,  9  and  10  be  referred 
back  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Leary — Being  a  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Bridges,  on  the  part  of  the  Council,  I 
want  to  say  one  word  in  connection  with  this 
matter.  It  has  been  my  policy  since  I  have 
been  a  member  of  the  Council,  on  all  occasions 
to  be  in  favor  of  the  increase  of  all  salaries 
where  I  have  thought  the  increase  deserving, 
and,  especially,  where  there  was  money  enough 
to  put  it  into  execution.  In  this  case  we  have 
considered  these  various  petitions  very  care- 
fully, and  I  must  say  that  some  of  them  here 
are  deserving  of  an  increase  of  salary.  But  the 
further  fact  remains  that  the  city  government 
is  not  in  a  condition  to  put  the  increase  into  ex- 
ecution in  case  we  voted  it.  The  Bridge  Depart- 
ment have  not,  at  the  present  time,  sufficient 
money  to  conduct  that  department  as  it  properly 
should  be,  and  we  do  not  believe  that  in  the  near 
future  they  are  going  to  get  much  of  an  increase. 
It  is  principally  for  that  reason  that  we  have 
given  leave  to  withdraw.  I  think  that  if  the 
matter  is  recommitted  to  the  committee  you 
will  get  the  same  report  that  you  have  on  the 
calendar  tonight,  and  I  cannot  see  any  necessity 
for  sending  it  back.  I  was,  myself,  in  favor  last 
year,  of  giving  an  increase  wherever  I  thought 
it  desirable.  I  would  like  to  do  it  this  year  in 
these  cases  but  it  is  impossible, 

Mr.  McNary — While  I  have  the  greatest  re- 
spect for  the  Committee  on  Bridges,  on  the  part 
of  the  Council,  and  on  the  part  of  the  Aldermen, 
still,  notwithstanding  what  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  13  states,  I  am  yet  in  favor  of  referring 
back  to  the  committee.  I  would  say  that  one  of 
these  gentlemen  had  a  personal  talk  with  me, 
and  convinced  me  that  he  ought  to  have  the  in- 
crease of  salary  asked  for.  I  am  in  the  same  posi- 
tion as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  13—1  don't  want 
undue  increases,  and  don't  want  to  decrease  the 
available  means  of  the  department  too  much, 
but,  as  I  understood  that  gentleman,  his  salary 
was  not  on  a  par  with  that  of  others  who  do  no 
more  work  than  he.  If  there  is  any  way  of  put- 
ting those  salaries  on  a  proper  and  equitable 
basis  I  should  like  to  see  it  referred  back.  If  the 
committee  should  give  the  matter  further  con- 
sideration and  have  this  gentleman  before  them 
I  think  he  would  prove  to  their  satisfaction,  as 
he  certainly  did  to  mine,  that  he  should  have  an 
increase,  and  I  think  it  no  more  than  a  matter 
of  justice  that  the  committee  should  look  into 
the  case.  I  don't  know  about  the  other  matters ; 
I  only  know  about  this,  but  they  may  be  on  the 
same  basis  exactly,  and  may  be  matters  of  the 
same  sort.  I  hope  that  will  be  referred  back.  I 
think  that  that  man  should  be  increased  and 
put  on  somewhat  the  same  basis  as  the  gentle- 
men around  him.  I  don't  know  as  it  will  be 
necessary  to  expend  any  more  money  for  salaries 
than  we  do  now,  but  perhaps  you  may  have  to 
cut  down  in  some  cases  to  equalize.  I  hope  that 
these  matters  mav  be  recommitted  to  the  com- 
mittee so  that  they  may  have  a  chance  to  fur- 
ther examine  into  the  matter. 

Mr.  Frost— I  hope,  sir,  that  this  matter  will 
not  be  recommitted.  It  seems  to  be  a  foolish 
and  useless  waste  of  time.  This  committee 
have  had  it  under  consideration,  not  only  this 
year,  but  had  it  also  last  year,  and  they  now  re- 
port, giving  these  parties  leave  to  withdraw.  It 
is  well  known,  sir,  that  we  have  no  money  to 
spend  in  this  way.  It  is  well  known,  sir,  that 
His  Honor  the  Mayor  is  going  to  have  all  he  can 
do  under  the  present  circumstances  to  run  the 
city  government  on  the  present  basis;  and  I 
hope,  sir,  that  this  order  will  not  be  referred 
back  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Rellly — As  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Bridges  I  would  state  that  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  this  matter  going  back  to  the  committee. 
But  I  would  state,  tor  the  benefit  of  the  parties 
who  are  interested  in  particular  drawtenders, 
that  it  is  impossible  to  single  out  any  one  draw- 
tender  or  assistant  drawtender  and  raise  his  sal- 
ary and  give  to  all  the  others  leave  to  withdraw. 
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The  conditions  on  all  the  bridges  are  different. 
Some  of  the  drawtenders  have  more  help  than 
others;  some  of  them  have  more  work  than 
others;  so  that  their  relations  are  different, 
and  there  are  no  two  alike.  Now,  when  the 
matter  was  before  the  committee,  there  were 
two  drawtenders  whose  claims  1  recognized 
very  strongly.  They  were  two  Charlestown 
men.  I  was  disposed  to  report  in  favor  of  those 
two  men,  for  I  knew  they  were  deserving  of  an 
increase.  I  knew  their  bridges,  their  work,  and 
all  about  it ;  but  since  we  could  not  raise  them 
all,  rather  than  pick  out  two  to  favor  and  use 
the  others  differently,  I  acquiesced  in  the  ma- 
jority report  of  the  committee,  and  agreed  to 
the  report  giving  them  leave  to  withdraw, 
although  I  Lad  previously  decided  on  a  mi- 
nority report  to  give  to  the  two  Charles- 
town  men  an  increase.  But  as  regards  raising 
one  Or  two  particular  ones,  I  think  they  are  all 
entitled  to  an  increase,  but  we  have  not  got  the 
money  to  pay  them.  We  do  not  get  all  the 
money  that  we  want  in  that  department  now, 
and  it  is  a  question  whether  the  drawtenders 
will  receive  their  present  salaries  for  the  full 
year.  We  have  either  got  to  get  more  money 
or  we  won't  be  able  to  carry  on  the  department. 

Mr.  C.  C.  Powers— It  is  pretty  evident  to  me 
that  the  committee  has  fairly  and  properly  con- 
sidered the  question  of  increase  of  salaries  of 
the  men  on  these  bridges,  and  it  does  not  appear 
that  there  is  any  minority  report.  It  appears 
that  the  report  is  unanimous,  and  it  is  entitled 
to  considerable  weight  in  this  Council,  and  es- 
pecially when  it  is  backed  up,  as  it  is,  by  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  13,  which, 
it  seems  to  me,  are  quite  convincing,  as  are  also 
those  of  vhe  gentleman  from  Ward  5.  I  hope  it 
will  not  be  referred  back  to  the  committee,  but 
that  they  will  be  given  leave  to  withdraw. 

Mr.  Gomez— When  I  made  my  motion  to  refer 
No.  7  on  the  calendar  back  to  the  committee,  I 
did  .so  knowing  full  well  that  No.  8  on  the  calen- 
dar was  a  case  that  deserved  some  other  consid- 
eration from  the  committee  than  that  which  it 
had  received.  The  drawtender  of  the  Dover- 
street  bridge  claimed,  and  I  think  justly,  that 
his  pav  should  be  put  on  a  parallel  with  that  of 
the  Broadway-bridge  drawtender.  He  had  the 
same  amount  of  work  to  do,  he  had  a  harder 
bridge  to  attend  to,  and  a  bridge  over  which 
there  was  considerable  more  travel,  to- 
gether with  a  line  of  horsecars  to  look  after. 
The  most  of  the  South  End  travel  comes  over 
the  Dover-street  bridge,  and  all  the  factories  at 
the  South  End  reach  South  Boston  over  that 
bridge.  There  is  a  steam  railroad,  the  Old  Col- 
ony, that  requires  considerable  attention  from 
the  drawtender  of  the  bridge,  and  those  incon- 
veniences are  not  experienced  by  the  draw- 
tender  of  the  Broadway  bridge.  Those  facts 
were  presented  to  the  city  government  a  year  or 
two  ago  by  the  drawtender  of  the  Dover-street 
bridge,  and  still,  for  some  reason  or  other,  his 
salary  was  made  less,  simply  on  the  ground  that 
his  bridge  was  inside  of  the  Broadway  bridge. 
Between  the  Broadway  bridge  and  the  Dover- 
street  bridge  there  are  no  wharves  or  landings 
at  which  vessels  passing  the  Broadway  bridge 
shall  stop,  and  all  vessels  that  pass  the  Broad- 
way bridge  pass  the  Dover-street  bridge,  with,  I 
think,  the  exception  of  one  company's  landing. 
The  object  of  my  making  this  motion  was  sim- 
ply to  give  the  committee  of  this  year  an  oppor- 
tunity to  inquire  into  those  facts  again  and  do 
justice  to  this  man  and  place  his  pay  where  it 
belongs.  1  didn't  know  how  the  matter  stood 
upon  Nos.  7.  9  and  10,  but  feeling  that  probably 
their  case  was  the  same  as  that  of  No.  8  on  the 
calendar,  I  thought  it  would  be  well,  and  noth- 
ing but  justice  to  the  other  petitioners,  that 
these  reports  should  all  go  back  to  the  commit- 
tee. I  do  not  speak  understandingly  about  No. 
7*  but  I  do  understand,  sir,  thoroughly,  the  case 
of  No.  8  on  the  calendar.  I  think  that  petitioner 
is  a  gentleman  who  deserves  to  have  his  pay 
placed  on  the  same  level  with  that  of  the  draw- 
tender  of  the  Broadway  bridge,  and  this  was 
the  object  of  my  motion— to  give  the  committee 
an  opportunity  of  doing  the  man  justice.  He  is  a 
hard  working  man.  He  is  a  man  who  thorough- 
ly understands  his  business.  He  is  a  man 
who  pays  particular  attention  to  that  bridge. 
You  never  had  a  complaint  from  that  bridge; 
and  I  think  that  at  least  one  of  these  reports 
ought  to  go  back,  so  that  the  committee  may 
have  an  opportunity  to  give  all  these  men  fair 
play  and  not  show  partiality.    Under   these  cir- 


cumstances I  thought  it  would  be  well  for  these 
reports  to  be  sent  back  to  the  committee  and  let 
the  committee  once  more  consider  them.  As 
far  as  the  money  in  the  appropriation  is  con- 
cerned, from  which  these  salaries  are  to  be 
paid,  I  know  that  it  will  be  pretty  hard  for  the 
superintendent  of  bridges  to  make  the  appro- 
priation connect  so  as  to  cover  these  salaries 
when  raised.  But  I  feel  today  that  the  city  of 
Boston  is  working  on  too  narrow  a  limit ;  and 
the  legislation  that  we  are  getting  today  only 
tends  to  show  that  while  it  may  be  very  well  to 
sail  under  a  $9  limit,  the  experience  of  this  year 
will  show  that  it  is  too  narrow  a  limit  for  the 
city  of  Boston  to  sail  under.  I  cannot  help  feel-; 
ing  rather  sorrowful  in  regard  to  the  mayor's 
position  in  the  case ;  because  I  know  that  gen- 
tleman is  very  anxious  to  show  the  taxpayers 
and  the  citizens  of  Boston  that  he  can  run  a  two- 
horse  engine  on  one-horse  engine  steam.  But, 
nevertheless,  I  believe  that  good  work  ought  to 
be  well  paid  for.  I  believe  that  fair  salaries  will 
return  the  city  better  work ;  and  I  think  that 
since  we  have  come  to  the  era  of  raising  sala- 
ries, that  all  these  men  who  do  their  work  faith" 
fully  for  the  city  of  Boston  ought  to  be  consid- 
ered ;  and  I  think  that  some  of  these  men  who 
are  included  in  these  reports  are  the  men,  or 
some  of  the  men,  that  ought  to  have  an  increase 
in  their  pay. 

Mr.  Leary— I  don't  know  as  I  thoroughly 
established  my  position  the  last  time  I  had 
anything  to  say  on  this  matter ;  but  I  wish  to 
say,  and  have  it  distinctly  understood,  that  the 
committee  was  in  entire  sympathy  with  the 
petitioners  who  presented  this  petition,  and 
considered  them  deserving  of  an  increase;  but 
the  fact  remained  that  we  didn't  have  the 
money  to  comply  with  the  request,  and  we  had 
nothing  else  left  to  do  but  to\give  the  petition- 
ers leave  to  withdraw.  I  wish  to  say  now,  in 
connection  with  my  service  on  the  Bridge 
Committee,  that  it  has  always  been  my  endea- 
vor to  help  out  the  drawtenders.  I  am  one  of 
the  people  who  have  been  charged  in  the  past 
with  trying  to  be  extravagant  with  the  city's 
money.  I  believe  that  good  salaries  should  be 
paid,  and  1  believe  that  the  men  on  the  various 
bridges  are  deserving  an  increase.  I  believe 
so  from  the  hearings  we  have  given ;  but,  as  I 
have  already  remarked,  the  Bridge  Department 
is  confined  to  $100,000  a  year,  which  is  not  a  suf- 
ficient sum  to  conduct  it  as  it  properly  should 
be  cdhducted ;  and  there  was  nothing  left,  in 
justice,  to  the  committee  to  do  but  to  give  the 
gentlemen  leave  to  withdraw.  We  have  car- 
penters and  painters  who  don't  receive  over 
seven  or  eight  months'  work,  or  nine  months' 
work  in  the  extreme,  on  the  bridges  now.  They 
receive  for  that  term  something  like  $15  or  $16 
a  week.  Now,  the  more  we  increase  the  salary 
of  the  drawtenders,  the  less  work  the  carpen- 
ters and  painters  are  to  have.  There  are  other 
considerations  that  come  in  which  have  to  be 
looked  at  from  a  labor  standpoint,  but  I  say 
the  committee  was  unprejudiced  in  these  mat- 
ters, and  after  careful  consideration  gave  thein 
leave  to  withdraw.  It  is  no  pleasure  to  me  to 
join  in  a  report  of  that  kind.  If  there  had  been 
sufficient  money  to  meet,  these  proposed  in- 
creases, the  committee  would  have  voted  in 
favor  of  them  willingly  and  with  good  cheer. 

Mr.  Atwood— As  a  member  of  the  Bridge 
Committee  I  fully  agree  with  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Council  in  his 
remarks  in  regard  to  the  standing  of  this  matter 
before  the  committee,  and  also  with  the  mem- 
ber who  has  just  taken  his  seat.  I  think  one  or 
two  other  members  on  the  same  committee  up- 
hold us  in  the  report,  and  that  we  had  the  whole 
committee  behind  us  in  the  report  we  made,  giv- 
ing all  parties  leave  to  withdraw.  There  were 
three  hearings  before  the  committee  in  regard 
to  increasing  the  salaries  on  bridges.  At  the  first 
hearing  the  matter  of  the  different  bridges  was 
brought  up  and  discussed,  and  the  request  made 
that  these  different  men  should  meet  the  com- 
mittee at  the  superintendent  of  bridges'  room  in 
Pemberton  square  at  our  next  meeting,  and 
show  what  their  grievances  were.  The  men 
met  there  and  we  had  a  hearing.  We  decided 
that  they  were  as  much  entitled  to  an  increase 
of  salary  as  a  great  many  other  city  officials  who 
have  already  received  an  increased  salary.  But 
we  came  to  the  unanimous  opinion  that  with 
the  finances  of  the  city  of  Boston  in  the  condi- 
tion they  are  in  today,  we  were  not  justified  in 
giving  them  an  increase  of  salary.  We  asked  the 
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superintendent  of  bridges  his  opinion  in  the  mat- 
ter, and  he  said  that  if  there  was  any  one  man  in 
this  whole  department  who  asks  for  an  increase 
of  salary  who  was  deserving  of  it,  it  was  Mr. 
Lawrence  on  the  Chelsea  bridge,  as  his  work 
seemed  to  be  more  laborious,  and  with  longer 
hours  than  on  any  other  bridge.  Taking  into 
consideration  his  ideas,  together  with  the  ideas 
of  the  men  who  came  before  us,  we  made  this 
unanimous  report  that  they  all  have  leave  to 
withdraw,  for  a  number  of  reasons.  In  the  first 
place  the  appropriation  had  been  cut.  down  by 
the  mayor,  I  think,  something  like  $17,000.  The 
matter  of  appropriation  for  that  department 
came  before  the  Bridge  Committee  last  week, 
and  we  found  out  from  the  superintendent  of 
bridges  that  the  very  lowest  sum  possible  he 
could  possibly  get  along  with  for  the  coming 
year  was  $100,000.  He  said  that  by  cutting  down 
some  departments  that  were  actually  necessary 
he  might  possibly  get  along  with  $100,000.  As 
the  smaller  bridges  in  some  sections  of  the 
city  are  in  his  department,  it  gives  him  a  great 
deal  more  work  to  do,  and  if  he  gets  this  $100,- 
000,  which  he  is  not  sure  of,  it  will  scarcely  be 
money  enough  to  carry  on  the  actual  work  re- 
quired of  him.  He  will  have  to  be  very  eco- 
nomical in  that  department.  Therefore,  if  this 
matter  is  referred  back  to  the  committee,  I 
think  it  will  only  be  a  waste  of  time  for  the 
committee,  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men and  a  waste  of  time  for  the  committee  on 
the  part  of  this  Council,  to  consider  it  again.  I 
am  very  sure  the  committee  will  report  back 
the  same  as  they  have  now,  and  give  leave  to 
withdraw.  One  of  the  gentlemen,  Mr.  Reilly, 
has  said  that  he  was  in  favor  of  increasing  all 
the  salaries,  and  I  think  all  the  gentlemen  who 
have  spoken  here  have  said  the  same.  I  cannot 
say  that  I  agree  with  them  there.  I  think  as 
representatives  of  the  taxpayers  of  the  city  of 
Boston  and  as  representatives  of  the  citizens  of 
the  city  of  Boston,  we  cannot  afford  to  come 
here  for  our  personal  friends  and  increase  their 
salaries  to  the  detriment  of  the  taxpayers.  It  is 
the  interest  of  the  taxpayers  that  we  are  here  to 
look  out  for ;  and  if  a  friend  cornerfto  us  and  asks 
us  to  work  to  increase  his  pay  and  to  give  him  a 
larger  salary,  we  ought  to  put  aside  such  per- 
sonal matters  altogether.  We  are  not  here  to 
help  our  friends;  we  are  here  as  representative, 
to  look  after  the  interests  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  and  as  such  representatives  it  is 
our  business  to  curtail  all  expenses  any- 
where where  we  see  a  chance  to  curtail 
them  without  detriment  to  the  city  of  Boston. 
I  think,  gentlemen  of  the  Council,  if  you  send 
this  back  to  the  committee,  as  I  said  before,  we 
shall  report  on  the  same  as  we  have  done 
already ;  and  we  cannot  conscientiously,  as  men 
and  representatives,  report  differently.  And 
another  thing  in  regard  to  this  matter,  if  it  goes 
to  the  committee  it  will  be  too  late  to  get  it  into 
the  appropriation  this  year.  These  matters  have 
to  come  up  before  the  first  of  April ;  and  if  you 
should  have  this  recommitted  and  then  vote  for 
this  increase  of  salary  it  would  not  take  effect 
till  a  year  from  this  coming  April.  So  if  the  re- 
ports pass  as  they  are  I  think  they  will  be  satis- 
factory to  all  parties  concerned.  I  would  have 
made  a  report  favoring  one  of  these  increases. 
But  we  have  concluded  that  if  we  make  a  re- 
port to  increase  the  salary  of  one  of  those  gen- 
tlemen the  others  would  feel  that  they  should 
have  it.  That  is  the  way  the  matter  stood.  We 
found  that  if  we  increased  one  we  would  have 
25  others  coming  in  and  asking  for  an  increase. 
We  stopped  at  the  first  one,  and  have  therefore 
stopped  them  all.  I  think  that  is  the  way  the 
matter  stands. 

The  question  was  on  recommittal  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Bridges,  upon  which  the  Chair  pro- 
ceeded to  take  the  vote,  but,  being  in  doubt,  a 
rising  vote  was  ordered,  22  voting  for  recom- 
mital,  29  against,  and  the  motion  was  lost. 

The  report  was  accepted  in  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ladd,  Nos.  8,  9,  10,  11  and  12 
were  taken  up  and  acted  on  together,  viz. : 

8.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  drawtender  of  Dover-street 
bridge  for  an  increase  of  pay. 

9.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  P.  Henry  Boyle,  engineer  at 
Congress-street  bridge,  for  an  increase  of  pay. 

10.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  M.  O'Brien,  engineer  of 
Broadway  uridge,  for  an  increase  of  salary. 

11.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 


draw on  petition  of  Daniel  S.  Lawrence,  assist- 
ant drawtender  Chelsea  bridge,  (south,)  for  an 
increase  of  salary. 

12.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  drawtenders  and  assistants 
on  Federal-street  bridge,  for  an  increase  of  pay. 

Reports  severally  accepted  in  concurrence. 

Miscellaneous. 

13.  Report  of  Committee  on  Health,  that  the 
ordinance  to  amend  the  Revised  Ordinances  of 
1885  so  as  to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  port 
physician  and  assistant,  ought  not  to  pass. 

Recommitted,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whall,  to  the 
Committee  on  Health.  Mr.  Whall  moved  to  re- 
consider; lost. 

14.  Report  of  same  committee,  no  further 
action  necessary  on  part  of  City  Council  on  the 
order  requesting  the  mayor  to  report  to  the  City 
Council  in  regard  to  cleaning  street  crossings. 
Accepted  in  concurrence. 

15.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  recom- 
mending reference  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers 
(Aldermen)  of  the  notice  from  Jonathan  Stone  of 
damage  to  his  property  on  Marion  and  Jackson 
streets,  Charlestown,  on  account  of  overflow  of 
sewer  in  Bunker  Hill  street.  Accepted,  and  said 
reference  ordered  in  concurrence. 

16.  Reports  of  Committee  on  Water,  recom- 
mending reference  to  the  Water  Board  of  the 
petition  of  William  T.  Van  Nostrand  &  Co.,  that 
a  drinking  fountain  for  animals  be  located  at 
Charlestown  Neck ;  also  an  order  for  a  drinking 
fountain  in  Belmont  square. 

Accepted  and  said  references  ordered  in  con- 
currence. 

17.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  and  order 
that  the  amount  standing  to  the  credit  of  the 
appropriation  for  "Old  Claims,"  on  April  30,  re- 
main m  the  city  treasury,  to  meet  the  payment 
of  drafts  drawn  in  previous  years  and  remaining 
unpaid. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 
Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall  it  was  voted  that 
Nos.  18, 19,  20  and  i\  be  acted  on  together,  viz : 

18.  Report  of  Committee  of  Finance,  and  order 
for  such  transfers  of  appropriations  as  may  be 
necessary  in  closing  the  business  of  the  finan- 
cial year. 

19.  Report  of  Committee  onFinance.and  order 
for  city  auditor  to  place  to  credit  of  appropria- 
tions all  amounts  drawn  therefrom  to  pay  ex- 
penses of  committees  or  city  officials,  and  which 
are  not  afterwards  expended  and  paid  to  citv 
collector. 

20.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  and  or- 
der for  city  treasurer  to  pay  to  Board  of  Com- 
missioners of  Sinking  Funds  the  amount  of  the 
premium  received  from  the  sale  of  bonds  for  the 
public  park  construction,  amounting  to  $57,600, 
the  same  to  be  credited  to  a  sinking  fund  for  the 
payment  of  said  bonds. 

21.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  and  or- 
der for  city  treasurer  to  pay  the  Board  of  Com- 
missioners of  Sinking  Funds  the  balance  of  ap- 
propriations for  land,  Busseypark  and  Arnold 
arboretum,  $67.29 ;  and  land,  Charles-river  em- 
bankment, $113.55,  all  claims  for  land  damages 
having  been  settled. 

Reports  severally  accepted,  orders  passed  un- 
der a  suspension  of  the  rule,  in  concurrence, 
yeas  63,  nays  0 : 

Yeas— Atwood,  Barry,  Blume.  Bowman,  Car- 
stensen,  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Cochran, Coleman, 
Connolly,  Cqyle,  Davern,  Desmond,  Dolan.Dug- 
gan,  Fisher,  Foss,  Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost,  J.  Galla- 
gher, P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Haggerty,  Hayes, 
Kelley,  Ladd,  Lattimore,  Lauten,  Leary,  Light, 
Mahoney,  MeEnaney,  McKenna  MeNary,  F.- 
Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  Murphy,  J.  J.  Mur- 
phy, W.  H.  Murphy,  Norton,  Nunan,  O'Mealey, 
Perkins  C.  C.  Powers,  E.  J.  Powers,  Reilly, 
Richards,  Sanger,  Shaw,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  J. 
H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Sund'be'rg,  Teevens, 
Thayer,  Tracy,  Tuttle,  Webster,  Whall,  AVhit- 
more,  Wilson— 63: 

Nays — 0. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Burr,  Carroll,  Dewey, 
Dunn,  Harrington,  Keliher,  Kennedy,  Perry, 
Short— 9. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  the  following 
paper  was  acted  on  with  the  preceding  number: 

22.  Order  to  rescind  so  much  of  the  order  ap- 
pro .  ed  May  25,  1877,  relating  to  the  construction 
of  the  English  High  and  Latin  school  buildings, 
and  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  same  from 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  certain  school  pro- 
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perties,  as  relates  to  the  sale  of  the  old  Franklin 
schoolhcuse.  [This  order  is  returned,  so  as  to  be 
passed  by  a  two-thirds  vote.] 

Passed,  yeas  63,  nays  0.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider  numbers 
18  to  22.    Lost. 

Salary  of  Assistant  Clerk  of  Committees. 

23.  Report  of  Committee  on  Contingent  Ex- 
penses (Joint),  and  an  ordinance  (approved  by 
Committee  on  Ordinances),  to  amend  Chapter  6 
of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1885,  so  as  to  make 
the  salary  of  the  assistant  clerk  of  committees 
$2500,  the  increase  to  date  from  the  passage  of 
this  ordinance. 

The  report  was  accepted  in  concurrence,  and 
the  question  came  on  second  reading  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  to  inquire  what  the 
former  salary  was? 

Mr.  Whall— -Eighteen  hundred  dollars. 

The  President— Mr.  Ladd  of  Ward  10  has  the 
floor. 

Mr.  Ladd— An  increase  of  from  $1800  to  $2500, 
an  increase  of  $700,  more  than  33  per  cent,  seems 
to  me  unwarranted,  in  the  present  situation  of 
the  city  of  Boston.  Of  course  the  members 
know  how  I  feel  upon  this  subject,  and  proba- 
bly I  cannot  add  anything  to  what  I  have  al- 
ready said.  Can  we  afford  to  do  everything? 
Is  there  anything  that  the  City  Council  of  Bos- 
ton cannot  afford  to  do?  If  there  is,  it  seems  to 
me  that  thing  is  that  they  cannot  afford  to  in- 
crease any  more  salaries.  Now  there  has  a  re- 
port been  brought  in  here  this  evening  to  the 
effect  that  the  port  physician  and  the  assistant 
port  physician  should  not  have  their  salaries  in- 
creased. I  am  not  in  favor  of  nor  advocating 
any  increased  salaries,  but  I  must  say  that  in 
preference  to  increasing  this  salary  I  should 
think  that  those  salaries  ought  to  be  increased, 
but  I  do  not  propose  to  advocate  the  increase  of 
even  those  salaries,  because  I  recognize  the  fact 
that  never  shall  we  come  to  that  position  where 
everybody  will  be  satisfied  that  tbe  salaries 
have  been  placed  upon  a  basis  of  equality ;  that 
never  can  that  time  be  reached  when  every- 
body will  be  satisfied  that  his  particular  friend 
has  a  salary  commensurate  with  that  of  some- 
body else  at  City  Hall.  Therefore  it  is  a  futile 
attempt  on  our  part  to  undertake  to  equalize 
salaries.  The  only  possible  way  of  doing  it  is 
to  place  the  whole  matter  in  the  hands  of  a 
committee  who  shall  arrange  the  whole 
thing,  and  then  they  might  possibly  have  a  few 
friends,  or,  as  we  might  expect,  having  no 
friends  among  the  employees,  then  we  might 
get  at  a  just  scale  of  prices.  But  always  there 
will  exist  this  difficulty,  that  somebody  will 
think  his  salary  is  not  equal  to  that  of  somebody 
else;  and  the  moment  you  increase  one  salary 
you  open  the  door  for  the  increase  of  an  infinite 
number  of  others;  all  these,  at  any  rate,  and 
that  increase  will  serve  as  the  basis  for  increas- 
ing others.  Why,  I  have  had  a  party  come  to 
me  today.  Are  we  to  yield  the  moment  a  party 
comes  to  us  and  makes  out  a  good  story  possi- 
bly, or  works  upon  our  sympathies  and  tries  to 
convince  us  that  we  are  not  pursuing  a  wise 
course  in  running  the  city  of  Boston  upon 
an  economical  basis?  Are  we  to  yield  at 
once?  I  had  a  party  come  to  me  today 
with  tears  in  his  eyes  and  ask  me  to  vote 
for  a  particular  measure.  I  am  glad  I  had  the 
manhood  to  stand  up  and  say  to  him  face  to 
face  that  I  could  not  support  his  measure.  Now 
I  say  it  is  our  duty,  when  we  feel  that  these  re- 
quests that  are  made  are  not  in  accordance  with 
the  interests  of  the  city  of  Boston,  to  refuse  to 
act  in  accordance  with  those  requests.  I  hope, 
Mr.  President,  this  increase  will  not  be  made. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  didn't  take  the  full  number 
of  names  recorded  in  the  last  roll-call,  there- 
fore I  don't  know  how  many  members  of  the 
Common  Council  I  have  now  to  address.  But  I 
feel  certain  from  what  has  been  said  by  the 
gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  that, 
whether  the  number  be  53  or  54,  there  is  one  less 
to  whom  any  arguments  need  be  addressed 
tonight.  When  a  gentleman  makes  the  state- 
ment that  he  won't  under  any  circumstances 
advocate  or  vote  for  any  increase,  I  understand 
exactly  his  position,  and  argument,  of  course, 
will  be  wasted.  But  to  the  other  fifty  odd  gen- 
tlemen who  may  not  have  made  themselves 
familiar  with  this  subject  I  desire  to  give  one  or 
two  reasons  for  this  particular  increase.  My 
friend  on  my  right  on  one  occasion  saw  the  ad- 
vantage of  not  having  too  strict  a  rule,  and  I 


hope  he  will  listen  attentively  to  what  I  can  say 
in  behalf  of  the  present  applicant.  The  assist- 
ant clerk  of  committees,  Mr.  President,  has 
been  in  the  employ  of  the  city  in  one  capacity 
and  another  for  a  long  number  of  years.  He  was 
herein  the  Council  in  1877  or  1878;  and  since 
leaving  the  Council  he  has  held  various  respon- 
sible positions  in  connection  with  City  Hall. 
The  result,  is,  sir,  that  he  has  an  amount  of 
knowledge  of  the  duties  of  his  very  important 
office  which  very  few  persons  would  have, 
which  comes  from  experience  and  from  the 
continuous  living  in  the  particular  kind  of  busi- 
ness for  which  his  services  are  required.  It 
seems  to  me,  sir,  therefore,  that  we  can  fairly 
say  that  the  present  assistant  clerk  has  special 
qualifications  for  his  place ;  and,  sir,  the  salary 
has  not  been  at  all  large  for  any  gentleman  oc- 
cupying that  place  and  bringing  so  much 
knowledge  to  it.  Eighteen  hundred  dollars  is 
not  a  very  large  sum  for  a  clerkship ;  and  cer- 
tainly, Mr.  President,  it  ought  to  be  considered 
that  it  is  not  a  very  large  sum  to  pay  a  man  who 
runs  the  risk  of  having  his  head  in  the  balance 
once  a  year,  if  not  oftener.  Men  who  go  into 
other  employment,  and  get  a  clerkship, 
and  stay  for  eight  or  ten  years,  are 
moderately  sure  with  the  services  which 
they  perform,  that  the  better  they  perform 
them  the  greater  the  security  with  which 
they  hold  their  office.  We  all  know  that 
unfortunately  that  is  not  the  result  in  any  kind 
of  an  office  which  depends  upon  the  votes  of 
political  bodies.  I  think,  for  that  reason,  they 
ought  to  pay  a  little  more  proportionately  than 
exactly  the  same  service  would  bring  in  private 
hands.  Now,  sir,  I  do  not  regard  $2500  a  very 
large  salary  tor  the  place.  The  assistant  clerk 
of  committees  has  almost  the  same  duties  as  the 
clerk.  He  has  to  be  discreet,  steady,  attentive, 
and  to  know  his  business  thoroughly  in  order  to 
be  of  any  use  at  all.  I  think  that  every  member 
who  has  served  here  long  enough  to  be  on  com- 
mittees where  Mr.  Brawley  has  been  clerk,  will 
say  I  am  correct  in  saying  he  has  all  those  char- 
acteristics. And,  as  a  last  argument,  I  would 
remind  you  that  he  is  peculiarly  one  of  our 
own  servants;  one  of  the  few  officials  that 
remain  under  the  care  and  supervision  of  the 
City  Council.  The  clerk  of  committees  and 
the  city  clerk  are  persons  we  are  allowed 
to  elect  by  the  grace  of  God  and  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Massachusetts.  They  are  among  the 
few  persons  whom  we  are  allowed  to  elect  for 
ourselves  on  account  of  their  qualifications,  and 
pay  such  salary  as  we  think  is  proper.  And,  sir, 
I  don't  think  1  can  add  anything  more  if  I  talk 
an  hour,  Mr.  Brawley,  as  I  said,  is  an  admir- 
able clerk.  Many  of  us  have  known  him  for 
years;  and  I,  as  one  of  the  oldest  members  here, 
have  known  him  over  10  years.  I  have  always 
found  him  a  good,  reliable  and  skillful  public 
officer,  and  I  think  now  a  man  35  or  40  years  old, 
with  a  family, is  not  getting  such  a  tremendously 
great  boon  if  the  City  Council  shall,  if  they  see 
fit,  vote  to  pay  him  $2600  for  the  next  year.  1 
think  we  ought  to  take  into  account  the  small 
salary  of  past  years.  He  has  not  been  pushed 
forward  in  this  matter.  It  isn't  as  if  it  were 
some  case  that  the  Council  couldn't  govern. 
Every  member  of  the  Council  hero  knows  what 
the  place  is,  what  the  duties  required  are,  and 
can  make  up  his  mind  as  to  what  is  a  fair  salary. 
I  don't  think  that  $2500  is  a  large  salary  or  is  a 
disproportionate  salary  for  a  competent  man 
who  is  fitted  to  hold  that  place. 

Mr.  Richards— I  think  no  gentleman  here 
present  would  be  willing  to  deny  the  qualifica- 
tions of  Mr.  Brawley  lor  the  situation  of  assist- 
ant clerk  of  committees,  but  there  are  a  large 
number  here  who  are  opposed  to  increasing  sal- 
aries at  this  juncture,  and  when  the  city  debt  is 
so  great,  ami  when  we  are  so  limited  as  to  the 
amount  of  our  borrowing  capacity,  to  be  asked 
at  the  same  time  to  make  a  large  addition  toour 
clerk's  salary.  I  think,  therefore,  we  had  better 
go  a  little  more  slowly,  and  not  increase  so  rap- 
idly, and    I   would  ask   to   amend  the  order  by 
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substituting  $2000  instead  of  $2500. 

The  amendment  was  declared  rejected. 
Richards  doubted  the  vote,  and  asked  for  a  ver- 
ification by  yeas  and  nays.  The  roll-call  was 
ordered,  and  the  amendment  was  rejected,  yeas 
15,  nays  50 ; 

Yeas— Atwood,  Blume,  Carstensen,  Chamber- 
lain, Clark,  Frost,  Ladd,  F.  R.  Morrison.  Per- 
kins, Richards,  Sanger,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan, 
Thayer,  Wilson— 15. 
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Nays— Barry,  Bowman,  Carroll,  Cochran,  Cole- 
man, Connolly,  Coyle,  Davern,  Desmond,  Dolan, 
Duggan,  Fisher,  Foss,  Fottler,  Fowler,  J.  Galla- 
gher, P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Haggerty,  Har- 
rington, Hayes,  Keliey  Kennedy,  Lattirnore, 
Lauten,  Leary,  Light,  Mahoney,  McEnaney,  Mc- 
Kenna,  McNary,  F.  Morison,  J.  Murphy,  J.  J. 
Murphy.  W.  H.  Murphy,  Norton,  Nunan, 
O'Mealey,  Perry.  C.  C.  Powers,  E.  J.  Powers, 
Reilly,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg, 
Teevens,  Tracy,  Tuttle,  Whall,  Whitmore — 50. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Burr,  Dewey,  Dunn, 
Keliher,  Shaw,  Short,  Webster— 7. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  wish,  Mr.  President,  that  I  could 
pat  as  lovingly  on  the  back  as  my  friend  from 
Ward  12  has,  and  chuck  as  .iovially  under  the 
chin  every  employee  in  City  Hall,  but  I  cannot 
conscientiously  do  so,  in  view  of  my  duty  to  the 
city  of  Boston.  But  1  did  not 'mean  in  anything 
I  stated  to  reflect  in  the  least  degree  upon  Mr. 
Brawley,  and  if  anybody  misunderstood  me  so 
as  to  understand  that  1  did  reflect  Upon  him 
in  the  least  degree,  I  wish  to  disabuse  him  of  any 
such  idea  as  that.  I  do  not  doubt  but  that  he  is 
a  most  capable  clerk.  I  know  that  he  is  always 
kind  and  obliging,  and  there  is  no  man  whose 
increase  of  salary  I  would  vote  for  much 
more  quickly  than  I  would  for  his,  if  I  believed 
we  were  .justified  in  giving  any  increase.  But  I 
do  not  believe  that,  and  therefore  I  must  vote 
against  it. 

Mr.  Blume— I  apprehend  that  every  member 
of  the  Council  will  know  what  side  I  am  on ; 
and  in  order  that  it  may  be  clearly  understood 
when  I  cast  my  vote  on  the  question  of  the  in- 
crease of  salary,  I  desire  to  explain  briefly,  as  I 
have  so  often  done,  my  position  on  matters  of 
this  kind.  I  do  not  object  to  the  increase  of  this 
gentleman's  salary  to  $2000— an  increase  of  $200; 
but  I  do  most  decidedly  object  to  increasing  it 
$700.  Gentlemen  come  here  and  talk  about  these 
men  holding  positions  being  so  polite  and 
always  in  their  places,  and  say  that  they  treat 
members  of  the  Council  and  others  with  great 
civility.  No  one  denies  that ;  but  it  seems  to  me 
that  it  ought  to  occur  sometimes  to  some  of 
these  advocates  of  increase  of  salary  that  these 
gentlemen  are  in  duty  bound  to  be  in  their 
places  and  to  behave  themselves  and  to  be  de- 
cent and  civil.  How  long  would  they  be  in  their 
places  or  how  long  could  they  maintain  them  if 
they  were  surly,  cross  and  disobliging,  or  were 
out  of  their  places?  It  is  their  first  duty,  and 
every  one  of  these  virtues  that  you  extol 
so  highly  is  what  they  are  paid  for,  in  part, 
and  we  wouldn't  tolerate  them  for  a 
moment  in  those  places,  if  it  were  in  our 
power  to  boost  them  out  if  they  were  not  civil, 
obliging,  and  capable  in  the  performance  of 
their  duty.  I  admit,  in  the  language  of  the 
Bible,  that  it  is  more  blessed  to  give  than 
to  receive ;  and  that  is  the  Biblical  doctrine 
upon  which  you  gentlemen  who  vote  for  this 
indiscriminate  increase  of  salaries  all  act.  It  is 
blessed  for  you  to  give ;  it  don't  cost  you  any- 
thing, or  so  little  that  you  never  know  the  dif- 
ference. Your  contributions  are  infinitesimally 
small,  and  therefore  why  not  spend  money  in 
this  way?  If  I  acted  upon  that  principle  wholly 
I  should  increase  the  salary  of  everybody  by  the 
hundreds,  if  not  by  the  thousands.  Why  not? 
Mr.  Brawley  would  say,  "That  Blume  is  a  good 
fellow ;  he  is  a  nice  man ;  he  voted  for  my  $700 
increase,  and  he  is  a  splendid  fellow."  I  don't 
say  that  Mr.  Brawley  or  any  other  gentleman 
for  whom  I  might  vote  an  increase  of  salary 
would  say  that  I  am  not  a  good  fellow  anyway ; 
but  he  wouldn't  think  I  was  quite  as  good  a  fel- 
low if  I  didn't  vote  for  him  as  if  I  did  vote  for 
him ;  that  is,  provided  my  vote  had  some  influ- 
ence, which  it  never  has.  1  speak  again,  as  I  have 
spoken  until  you  are  tired  of  my  voice,  on  this 
question  of  economy,  for  decent  administration 
of  the  business  of  the  city,  and  it  is  the  same  old 
humdrum  story.  I  say  it  is  wrong  for  you  to  act 
in  this  way ;  you  have  no  business  to  do  it ;  and 
in  some  cases  it  has  been  muttered  in  my  ear 
from  year  to  year  that  these  increases  of  sala- 
ries are  not  all  for  the  pockets  of  those  for  whom 
they  are  intended.  I  cast  no  reflections,  gentle- 
men, but  the  thing  has  sometimes  been  talked 
pretty  loud— not  only  muttered— that  when  a 
man  gets  his  increase  of  $200  or  $300  or  $700  that 
there  is  only  half  of  that  goes  into  his  pocket. 
Where  does  the  rest  go?  I  don  t  know.  But  I 
warn  you  gentlemen,  that  if  that  gets  noised 
abroad  too  loudly,  possibly  some  investigation 
may  be  started  some  day  to  find  out  where  the 


other  half  goes.  This  nice,  polite,  civil,  capable 
and  obliging  gentleman  now  gets  $1800  a  year. 
That  is  ahout  $6  for  every  working  day,  Can  he 
get  it  anywhere  else?  I  don't  believe  he  can, 
without  any  reflections  upon  his  politeness,  ca- 
pacity or  civilty.  I  don't  believe  he  can  get 
$1800  a  vear  in  any  other  capacity.  If  he  could  I 
think  he  would  go,  and  not  he  in  constant  dread 
of  what  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  has  so 
truthfully  depicted  to  us— that  everlasting  dread 
annually  of  having  his  head  drop  into  the  basket. 
Doesn't  every  councilman  know  that  a  few 
days  before  the  election  these  gentlemen  many 
of  them  come  to  you  with  fear  and  trembl- 
ing—almost a  bloody  sweat  of  apprehension, 
that  thev  are  going  to  be  left?  And  I  have 
warned  these  gentlemen  who  permit  themselves 
— and  some  of  them  only  permit  themselves 
— to  come  here  to  have  their  salaries  increased  ; 
not  of  their  own  volition,  but  because  somebody 
proposes  it  to  them  kindly — that  in  asking  for 
an  increase  they  look  out  that  their  salaries  are 
not  increased  so  much  that  their  annual  dread 
of  having  their  head  in  the  basket  will  grow 
annually  more  imminent.  I  have  warned  one 
gentlemen  in  the  past,  and  I  think  he  will  re- 
member my  warning  before  many  years.  Don't 
ask  this  increase,  gentlemen ;  don't  ask  for  it ; 
it  is  just  so  much  nearer  your  decapitation.  I 
say  to  Mr.  Brawley  tonight  that  he  had  better 
occupy  that  position  at  $1800  a  year  than  to 
make  this  additional  temptation  for  a  possible 
successor  next  year.  If  this  increase  is  granted 
the  danger  next  year  to  your  head  will  be  so 
much  greater.  My  warning  will  prove  true  to 
some  of  these  gentlemen,  and  I  repeat  it  earn- 
estly. I  say  again,  gentlemen,  it  is  wrong;  it  is 
improper ;  you  have  no  business  to  increase  sal- 
aries while  vour  city  treasury  is  in  its  present 
condition. 

Mr.  Whall— After  the  speeches  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  10  and  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  11,  I  had  almost  thought  that  two  modern 
Daniels  had  come  to  judgment;  and  that  we, 
looking  towards  the  hill-tops,  saw  these  twin 
prophets,  clad  in  white  raiment,  proclaiming 
from  the  mountain  crests  truths  to  a  benighted 
people  below;  and  we,  for  the  nonce,  felt  that 
we  were  the  benighted  people.  The  prophet 
from  Ward  11  said  last  year  to  the  city  messen- 
ger, "Don't  ask  for  an  increase  of  salary,  for  if 
you  do  the  cry  will  be  taken  up,  and  Democratic 
walls  shall  re-echo  it,  and  it  will  be  your  death 
doom" ;  and,  lo,  as  an  exemplification  of  the 
truth  of  his  prophecy,  the  city  messenger  in  this 
chamber  never  received  a  larger  vote  in  his  life 
than  the  very  year  after  that  increase  was  voted 
him.  So  much  for  the  truth  of  one  prophet. 
This  same  white-robed  prophet  says,  with  a 
heart  bursting  with  generosity  and  friendly 
feeling  for  the  officer  in  question,  "Don't  go  too 
far;  for  the  hand  that  pens  the  application  for 
an  increase  of  salary  is  only  at  the  same  time  in- 
dicting its  ownoxeat  from  municipal  plumdum. 
He  would  have  you  believe  that  no  officer  in  this 
city  government  will  be  re-elected,  simply  be- 
cause he  has  the  temerity,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  10  would  say,  or  the  courage,  as  we  would 
say,  to  come  here  to  the  city  of  Boston  and  knock 
at  our  doors  and  ask  for  decent  pay  for  decent 
work.  I  don't  propose  at  this  juncture,  after  the 
overwhelming  vote  by  which  the  last  amend- 
ment was  rejected,  to  enter  into  the  merits  of 
this  officer.  I  believe  he  does  deserve  $2500  a 
year.  He  is  a  man  who  gives  to  the  city  the 
fruit  of  ripest  experience.  He  is  a  man  who,  in 
his  way,  is  a  professional  man.  He  is  a  man  who 
is  no  longer  a  mere  stripling,  but  a  man  with  a 
man's  responsibility,  and  a  man  with  a  family 
and  children  behind  him,  and  aman  upon  whose 
arm,  and  upon  whose  labors,  must  depend  the 
well-being  and  the  prosperity  of  his  little  house- 
hold. I  say  that  the  city  of  Boston  has  no  right, 
when  a  man  comes  and  gives  his  best,  efforts  in 
a  field  which  requires  some  common  sense, 
judicial  bearing,  reticence,  courtesy,  experience, 
'to  restrict  that  man  to  the  narrowest  salary  that 
he  can  be  obtained  for.  Last  year,  through 
meeting  after  meeting,  I  preached  against  the 
doctrine  which  came  from  the  10th  Ward,  that 
the  city  of  Boston  should  be  in  the  labor  market 
as  a  Shylock ;  that  the  city  should  go  and  adver- 
tise all  its  offices  and  places  and  knock  them 
down  to  the  lowest  bidder.  I  tiraded  meeting 
after  meeting  against  the  doctrine  which  said 
that  because  we  had  the  power  we  should  trade 
upon  the  necessities  of  men ;  and  because  a  man 
was  getting  a  fair  salary  and  was  unwilling  to 
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give  it  up  because  he  didn't  see  anything  better 
in  the  near  future,  we  should  keep  him  there 
because  his  necessities  compelled  him  to  stay.  I 
think  this  ordinance  ought  to  pass;  and  I  be- 
lieve that  nothing  has  been  said  since  the 
amendment  was  rejected  that  will  change  any 
of  those  50  votes,  and  I  think  that  we  shoujd.in 
all  decency  and  all  honesty,  vote  for  this  in- 
crease. .    , 

Mr.  Leary— It  entered  upon  my  mind  when 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  11,  speaking  about 
the  Democratic  members  paying  such  a  small 
amount  into  the  treasury,  or  inferring  that  tact, 
to  sav  in  reply  to  him  that  if  we  go  on  increas- 
ing salaries,  according  to  bis  own  suggestion,  I 
suppose  I  will  be  paying  into  the  treasury  m  the 
near  future  quite  a  large  tax  rate.  I  have,  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  in  a  short  time  I  shall  be 
able  to  pay  large  taxes.  I  have,  I  suppose,  com- 
ing to  me  now,  money  from  policemen  and  offi- 
cers in  general,  clerks  in  City  Hall  and  so  on. 
However,  that  is  not  speaking  to  the  main  ques- 
tion. As  has  been  said,  Mr.  Brawley  is  a  city 
official  who  attends  strictly  to  his  duties;  and, 
as  must  be  admitted  in  this  connection,  he  has 
very  considerable  and  arduous  duties  to  attend 
to.  Not  only  does  be  have  to  work  in  the  day 
<;ime,  but  when  we  have  night  sessions  be  some- 
times has  to  work  into  the  night  very  late.  I 
hope  that  the  ordinance  as  it  comes  from  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  will  pass. 

Mr,  C.  C.  Powers— I  am  ordinarily  very  much 
opposed  to  the  increase  of  salaries,  and  I  think 
thatthe  record  will  show  very  few  instances 
where  I  have  been  in  favor  of  them,  and  those 
have  been  in  cases  which  are  specially,  under 
our  charge.  But  it  seems  to  me  that  m  view  ot 
the  other  increases  of  .salaries  that  have  been 
made  in  Citv  Hall  and  outside,  to  increase  the 
salarv  of  Mr.  Brawlev  to  ,$2500  is  not  particu- 
larly excessive,  and  I  feel  constrained  to  vote 
for  it.  1  never  had  one  minute's  conversation 
with  him  in  mv  life  outside  of  the  meetings  of 
the  committee  and  outside  of  official  business, 
but  he  is  a  very  polite^  gentlemanly  fellow,  and 
not  onlv  that— that  is  what  we  expect,  as  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  11  has  said— but  this,  is 
only  giving  him  a  salary  commensurate  with 
the  other  salaries  we  are  paying,  and  if  we  are 
going  to  economize  we  had  better  economize 
somewhere  else  rather  than  to  deprive  him  of 
a  salary  which  1  think  lie  is  entitled  to.  . 

Mr.  Lauten— I  feel  like  savins  a  few  words  in 
behalf  of  Mr.  Brawley.  He  was  a  fellow-mem- 
ber here  with  me  in  1878  and  1879.  and  I  have 
watched  his  career  very  carefully  from  one 
place  to  another  since  that  time,  and  I  can  truth- 
fully sav  that  I  think  he  is  the  right  man  tor 
the  place.  His  salary  should  be  increased  to 
$2500,  and  I  think  that  his  services  are  worth 
that  amount.  ..     '.. 

Mr.  Atwood— I  would  very  gladly  vote  to  in- 
crease the  salarv  of  Mr.  Brawley  to  $2500  it  I 
could  conscientiously  doit.  I  would  have  been 
glad  to  vote,  and  could  have  voted  conscien- 
tiously, for  an  increase  of  his  salary  to  $2000.  .  I 
think  we  should  take  into  consideration  in 
making  increases  of  salary  here  in  City  Hall, 
the  same  facts  that  we  take  into  consideration 
with  outside  parties.  Now,  tonight  here,  we 
have  voted  to  give the  drawtenders  on  the  va- 
rious bridges  leave  to  withdraw  when  they  have 
asked  for  an  increase  of  salary.  I  consider  that 
some  of  those  men  work  a  great  deal  harder  for 
their  money,  without  the  amount  of  brain  work 
done  by  the  clerk,  than  this  gentleman,  and 
their  expenses  of  living  are  as  much.  Some 
members  of  the  Council  here  have  made  long 
speeches  and  loud  speeches,  clamoring  about 
being  the  friends  of  the  workmgman  of  the  city 
of  Boston,  when  the  laboring  men  will  find,  it 
they  will  go  down  to  the  bottom  facts,  that 
they  are  not  their  friends.  By  voting  an  in- 
crease of  salary  to  the  clerks  m  City  Hall, 
you  are  taking  dollars  and  cents  from  the 
pockets  of  the  workingmen  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton.  Probably  all  the  members  from  South 
Boston,  Charlestown,  and  the' different  sections 
of  the  city  know,  and  I  as  a  representative  from 
my  section  of  the  city  know,  that  there  are  to- 
day hundreds  of  laboring  men  out  of  employ- 
ment, with  families— men  who  do  not  average 
$400  worth  of  work  in  the  course  of  a  year. 
They  have  to  live  and  support  their  families, 
and  they  are  expected  to  educate  and  clothe 
their  children  and  keep  them  in  shape  to  appear 
with  other  children  in  the  section  where  they 
belong.    Now,  can  the  laboring  men  do  it  with 


the  small  amount  they  are  getting?  Let  us  re- 
member as  taxpayers  and  citizens  of  Boston 
that  we  must  economize  in  such  matters.  Of 
course  Mr.  Brawley  is  a  friend  of  mine,  and  I 
should  be  as  glad  to  be  able  to  vote  for  an  in- 
crease of  his  salary  as  for  that  of  any  other  gen- 
tleman ;  but  let  us  remember  that  when  we  vote 
to  increase  his  salary  we  are  voting  to  increase 
a  salarv  which  never  can  be  decreased.  It  is 
very  easv  to  get  salaries  up,  but  they  never  come 
down,  '.the  remark  has  been  made  that  he  is 
liable  to  lose  his  situation  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  Now,  he  is  as  competent  a  man  as  we 
know  for  the  position,  and  if  another  man 
should  get  his  position  he  might  not  he  worth 
$500  a  year,  but  we  would  have  to  pay  him  $2500, 
and  there  is  no  doubt  that  he  would  get  it.  We 
will  have  to  pay  Mr.  Brawley's  successor  $2500  a 
year.  That  is  comin  out  of  the  city  treasury ; 
that  reduces  the  city  treasury  to  just  so  great 
an  extent,  and  when  you  figure  it  out  carefully 
you  will  find  that  it  conies  out  of  the  laboring 
people  and  not  out  of  the  members  of  this 
Council  who  vote  for  it.  It  comes  out  of  the 
laboring  people  to  a  certain  extent,  and  it  comes 
further  out  of  the  taxpayers  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton. We  are  here  as  representatives  of  the  tax- 
payers of  the  citv  of  Boston  and  citizens  at  large, 
as  I  have  made  the  remark  here  before,  and  we 
cannot  bring  our  personal  matters  into  consid- 
eration, butrshould  consider  the  interests  of  the 
parties  we  represent,  who  sent  us  here  to  look 
out  for  their  interests.  That  is  the  reason  I  can- 
not conscientiously  vote  to  increase  the  salary 
to  $2500.  .      „ 

Mr.  Fowler— I  am  in  favor  of  some  increase 
of  salary  to  the  assistant  clerk  of  committees, 
but  I  think  $2500  is  rather  steep  and  is  too  much. 
I  therefore  move  to  strike  out  the  figures  25 
and  insert  in  place  thereof  the  figures  '21. 
That  will  give  him  $175  a  month,  which  I  think 
is  sufficient  pay  for  the  work  done.  , 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  suggest  that  this  is 
not  the  proper  time  for  an  amendment  of  that 
kind  until  after  the  ordinance  has  been  ordered 
to  a  second  reading  and  read. 
Mr  Fowler— I  will  withdraw  it  for  a  moment. 
Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  move  a  suspension  of 
the  rule  that  it  may  he  put  upon  its  second  read- 
ing, and  then  the  amendment  will  be  in  order. 

Mr.  Ladd— Do  I  understand  that  this  matter 
can  he  acted  on  without  a  suspension  of  the 
rule?  T 

The  President— It  will  require  a  suspension 
of  the  rule  to  act  upon  the  matter  tonight.  I  he 
question  is  on  the  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  trust  the  rule  will  not  be  sus- 
pended. This  matter  is  as  worthy  of  considera- 
tion as  anv  matter  that  has  been  before  us  this 
year  for  consideration.  And  upon  that  question 
as  to  whether  or  not  the  rule  shall  be  suspended 
I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Fowler— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  10  whether  he  understands  the 
parliamentary  position  of  the  question?  Ihe 
suspension  of  the  rule  simply  brings  it,  as  I  un- 
derstand, into  proper  standing  so  that  the 
amendment  can  be  offered.  It  is  not  upon  the 
passage  at  all.  . . 

Mr.  Ladd— In  reply  to  the  gentleman  I  would 
say  that  I  am  afraid  that  he  has  not  a_s  much 
knowledge  upon  the  subject  as  I  have.  [Laugh- 
ter ]  I  have  mv  authority  from  the  Chair, 
which  is  to  the  effect  that  it  is  necessary  to  sus- 
pend the  rule  in  order  to  puss  the  ordinance  to- 
night. I  shall  rely  upon  that  authority. 
The  roll  call  was  declared  ordered.  . 

Mr.  Fowler— I  doubt  that  vote.    I  will  with- 
draw the  doubt.  , 
The  roll  was  called  and  the  rule  was  suspend- 
ed: yeas  51,  nays  13: 

Yeas— Barry,  Bowman,  Carroll,  Carstensen, 
Cochran,  Coleman,  Connelly,  Coyle,  Dayem, 
Desmond,  Dolan,  Duggan,  Fisher,  Foss,  Fottler, 
Fowier,  Frost,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher, 
Gomez,  Haggerty,  Harrington.  Hayes,  Kelley, 
Kennedy,  Lauten,  Leary,  Light,  Mahoney, 
MeEnanev,  McKenna,  McNary,  if .  R.  Morrison,, J. 
Murphy,  J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  IS unan, 
O'Mealey,  Perry  C.  C.  Powers,  E  J.  Powers, 
Reilly,  Snow,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan.  Smid- 
berg,  Teevens,  Tracy,  Tuttle,  Whall,  Whn- 
m ore— 51,  ,  _, ■"''.,  '' '.. ,'.       ,-,,'., 

Nays— Atwood,  Blume,  Chamberlain,    Clark, 
Ladd,  Lattimore.    F.    Morison,  Perkins,    Rich- 
ards. Sanger,  E.  Sullivan.  Thayer,  Wilson-13. 
Absent    or  not  voting-Burr,  Dewey,    Dunn 
Keliher,  Norton,  Shaw,  Short,  Webster— 8. 
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Mr.  Fowler— I  now  move  my  amendment  of 
$2100  instead  of  $2500. 

The  clerk  read  the  ordinance. 

Mr.  Whall- I  move  the  previous  question. 

The  main  question  was  declared  ordered. 
Mr.  Richards  doubted  the  vote  and  called  for  a 
verification  by  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  not 
ordered. 

Mr.  Richards— I  doubt  that  vote. 

The  President  —  The  gentleman  is  out  of 
order.  The  question  is  on  Mr.  Fowler's  amend- 
ment. -.-',       '■_.  '.V. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Fowler  was 
lost,  and  the  question  came  upon  the  passage  of 
the  ordinance. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— Before  this  is  put  upon  its 
passage  I  would  like  to  add  a  few  words  to  what 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  has  told  with  re- 
gard to  the  character,  fidelity  and  ability  of  Mr. 
Brawley.  It  would  be  unbecoming  in  me  to 
stand  in  this  chamber,  having  known  the  gen- 
tleman longer,  probably  than  any  other  gentle- 
man present,  and  not  say  anything  in  his  be- 
half,—not  because  of  my  friendship  for  him,  but 
because  of  the  ability  which  Mr.  Brawley  has 
for  that  position  or  for  any  other  position  he 
may  be  placed  in.  I  merely  wish  to  add  these 
few  words,  and  I  hope  the  ordinance  will  pass 
as  it  stands  on  the  calendar. 

The  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the 
ordinance,  upon  which  Mr.  Ladu  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays.  The  roll-call  was  taken,  and 
the  ordinance  was  passed  in  concurrence ;  yeas 
47,  nays  18 : 

Yeas— Barry,  Bowman,  Carroll,  Cochran,  Cole- 
man, Connelly,  Coyle,  Davern,  Desmond,  Dolan. 
Duggan,  Fisher,  Foss,  Fottler,  J.Gallagher,  P. 
J.  Gallagher,  Gomez.  Haggerty,  Harrington, 
Hayes,  Kelley,  Kennedy,  Lauten,  Leary,  Light, 
Mahoney,  McEnaney,  McKenna,  McNary,  J. 
Murphy,  J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Nunan, 
O'Mealey.  Perry,  C.  C.  Powers.  E.  J.  Powers. 
Reilly,  Shaw,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan, 
Sundberg,  Teevens,  Tracy,  Tuttle,  Whall,  Whit- 
more — 47. 

Nays— Atwood,  Blume,  Carstensen,  Chamber- 
lain, Clark,  Fowler,  Frost,  Ladd,  Lattimore,  F. 
Morison.  F.  R.  Morrison,  Perkins,  Richards,  San- 
ger, Snow,  E.  Sullivan.  Thaver,  Wilson— 18. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Burr.  Dewey,  Dunn, 
Keliher,  Norton,  Short,  Webster— 7. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

Salaries  of  Registrars  of   Voters. 

24.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and 
ordinance,  in  a  new  draft,  (approved  as  to  form 
by  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,)  to  amend 
Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1885,so  as 
to  make  the  salary  of  each  of  the  registrars  Of 
voters  $3000. 

The  report  was  accepted  in  concurrence  and 
the  question  came  on  giving  the  ordinance  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Cakroll— I  hope  this  ordinance  which 
has  come  from  the  Committee  on  Finance  will 
not  pass.  I  do  not  believe  these  men  are  deserv- 
ing of  the  amount  asked  for.  They  come  here 
asking  to  be  classed  as  the  members  of  the  other 
commissions  of  the  city  of  Boston.  They  do  a 
couple  of  months'  work  in  the  spring  and  about 
four  or  five  months'  work  in  the  fall,  and  there- 
fore they  come  nere  asking  to  have  an  increase 
of  $400  or  $500,  so  as  to  equalize  them  with  salar- 
ies of  the  other  commissioners.  Because 
the  Legislature  has  increased  the  salaries  of 
the  Police  Commissioners  to  $4000  or  more, 
is  that  a  reason  why  the  salaries  of  other  com- 
missioners should  be  put  up  to  that  figure,  and 
their  pay  equalized,  and  they  all  receive  the 
same  pay  irrespective  of  the  amount  of  work 
they  do?  As  far  as  I  can  see  I  do  not  think 
these  officers  are  deserving  of  this  increase. 
Men  have  come  to  me  in  the  Health,  Sewer,  and 
Paving  Departments,  and  they  are  asking  to  be 
put  on  a  permanent  basis.  We  say  we  cannot 
put  them  on  a  permanent  basis  because  there  is 
no  money,  still  these  commissioners  and  heads 
of  departments  come  to  us  asking  for  more  sal- 
ary. Every  $500  we  give  to  the  heads  of  these 
departments  takes  away  that  amount  of  work 
from  the  laboring  men.  Five  hundied  dollars  is 
more  than  any  laboring  man  receives  in  the 
Paving  Department  for  all  the  work  he  does  in 
a  year.  If  every  man  in  the  Paving  Department 
received  $500  a  year  he  would  be  perfectly  satis- 
fied. Nominally  they  receive  $2  a  day,  but  how 
much  does  their  pay  amount  to  for  the  whole 
year?    They  work  possibly  six  months  at  $2  a 


day,  and  probably  work  on  one  third  time  the 
rest  of  the  year,  as  they  are  doing  at  present. 
Then  the  members  from  the  different  sections 
of  the  city  come  in  here  and  offer  orders  to  put 
the  men  in  these  departments  on  a  permanent 
basis,  as  has  been  done  during  the  past  month ; 
and  it  is  said  the  members  do  this  because  the 
men  are  Democrats.  I  am  a  Democrat  and  was 
elected  by  Democratic  votes,  but  I  shall  not 
vote  to  increase  any  man's  salary  simply  be- 
cause he  is  a  Democrat.  But  every  measure  that 
comes  in  here  to  benefit  laboring  men  I  shall 
vote  for,  because  I  believe  they  deserve  it.  But 
I  do  not  see  how  these  men  are  deserving 
of  $3000  a  year,  and  I  shall  not  vote  for  it. 
I  wish  that  every  man  here. would  investigate 
this  department  and  find  out  what  they  do,  and 
if  they  find  that  they  are  worth  $3000  I  believe 
they  should  have  it,  but  I  don't  believe  they 
should  have  it  simply  because  the  other  com- 
missioners get  that  salary,  or  because  they  are 
either  Democrats  or  Republicans.  Do  their 
friends  come  here  and  say  they  should  have  this 
increase  simply  because  they  are  Democrats  or 
Republicans?  If  they  do,  I  say  no,  Is  it  because 
their  friends  come  in  here  expecting  to  get  on 
that  commission  hereafter,  and  for  that  reason 
vote  to  increase  that  salary?  I  say  we  should 
vote  for  the  question  on  its  merits.  On  the  last 
order,  increasing  the  salary  of  the  clerk  of  com- 
mittees, we  voted  for  that  man's  increase  be- 
cause he  earns  $2500  a  year.  At  least,  I  thought 
so  for  one,  and  therefore  I  voted  for  it.  I  don't 
see  that  these  men  deserve  it.  Possibly  it  passed 
through  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on  its  merits; 
I  don't  know  whether  it  did  or  not.  One  gen- 
tleman in  the  second  division  said  that 
men  who  came  here  and  asked  for  an  increase 
said  they  had  to  pay  out  half  of  it.  I  don't  know 
whether  they  did  or  not.  I  don't  know  whether 
they  received  the  whole  of  it  or  not.  I  don't 
know  anything  about  it.  I  have  heard  rumors 
of  the  same  thing  in  the  past  before  I  came  here, 
but  I  don't  know  anything  about  it  But  I  say 
tb  is  much :  Let  the  members  look  into  this  work. 
I  am  told  that  $2000  is  a  good  salary  for  men  of  the 
profession  of  these  men.  We  are  told  that  $2000 
is  a  high  salary  for  a  skilled  mechanic  who  de- 
votes his  whole  time  to  the  city.  Who  are  these 
men?  Do  they  devote  their  whole  time  to  the 
service  of  the  city  of  Boston  ?  How  much  time 
do  they  give  to  preparing  the  voting  lists  in  the 
fall?  How  much  time  does  it  take  to  prepare 
the  jury  list  in  the  spring?  I  am  not  a  profes- 
sional man,  I  am  not  a  professional  speaker,  I 
am  no  orator,  and  don't  pretend  to  be  so.  But  I 
ask,  which  are  worth  more,  the  heads  of  this  de- 
partment or  the  laboring  men?  W nere  are  you 
going  to  give  the  most  of  your  money?  Are  you 
going  to  give  it  in  preference  to  the  men  wrho 
devote  their  whole  time  to  the  city,  or  to  those 
who  only  give  part  of  their  time  to  the  city? 
Mr.  President,  I  shall  vote  upon  the  question  «n 
its  merits,  and  I  hope  the  other  gentlemen  in 
this  Council  will  do  so. 

Mr.  Whall— While  the  gentleman  was  ejacu- 
lating words  with  lightning  rapidity  and  vomit- 
ing forth  phrases  with  volcanic  action,  I  never 
was  more  impressed  than  then  with  the  saying 
of  that  eminent  scientist,  Bro.  Gardner  of  the 
Lime  Kiln  Club,  that  folks  never  know  more 
about  a  thing  than  when  they  know  nothing 
about  it.  The  gentleman  would  strive  to  make 
the  members  of  this  body  imagine  thatthe  offi- 
cers who  are  selected  to  hold  the  position  of 
registrars  of  voters,  for  at  least  half  of  the  year, 
have  positions  which  are  nothing  but  sinecures. 
I  doubt  if  the  gentleman  has  inquired  into  the 
duties  of  the  registrars  of  voters.  I  doubt  if  he 
has  taken  the  pains  to  know  exactly  what  these 
duties  are,  and  what  time  they  must  give  to  the 
performance  of  these  duties  if  they  desire  to 
serve  the  city  and  do  their  work  conscien- 
tiously, faithfully  and  impartially.  Now,  I  do 
not  know  exactly  what  the  position  of  this 
board  is.  I  know  that  one  very  intelli- 
gent Republican  was  before  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance  as  their  spokesman— Chair- 
man Pearson— and  he  came  before  us  and 
told  us  the  duties  which  that  board  had  to 
perforin,  and  then  left  it  to  us,  knowing  that  we 
were  conversant  with  the  several  salaries  paid 
in  the  different  departments  for  similar  work,  to 
judge  of  the  question  whether  their  petition  for 
a  similar  salary  for  similar  work  was  well  found- 
ed Now,  perhaps  many  of  the  members  .of  the 
Council  may  not  know  what  the  registrars  of 
voters  have  to  do.     Of   course,  we   all  have  a 
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vague  idea  that  they  get  up  the  voting-  lists  and 
send  us  copies  probably  somewhere  about  the 
municipal  and  State  elections,  and  we  have 
probably  a  somewhat  vaguer  idea  that  they  have 
something  to  do  with  the  jury  list,  and  perhaps 
the  idea  prevails  that  because  the  election  lists 
are  printed  and  published  in  the  latter  part  of 
October  and  November,  anil  that  the  jury  list 
must  come  in  early  in  the  year,  that  they  have 
to  work  very  hard  lor  three  or  four  months  and 
then  they  can  retire  into  their  inner  sanctum 
and  smoke  their  fragrant  cigars  with  no  work  to 
perform  for  the  city.  I  took  the  pains  to  address 
a  communication  to  the  Board  of  Registrars  of 
Voters  to  ascertain  what  they  do,  and  to  have  it 
put  down  in  black  and  white,  so  that  I  might 
make  no  mistake  in  conveying  the  facts  to  the 
Council,  and  this  is  what  they  say: 

"The  Board  of  Registrars  of  Voters  on  or  about 
the  1st  of  March  begin  to  compare  the  names  on 
the  voting  list  with  the  collector's  manuscript, 
and  check  the  names  of  all  those  who  have  up 
to  that  time  paid  their  taxes." 

My  friend  from  Ward  15  will  remember  that 
they  commence  their  work  about  the  first  of 
March. 

"This  work  occupies  our  time  until  the  first  of 
May,  after  which  we  receive  daily  the  names  of 
persons  taken  by  the  assessors,  amounting  to 
about  114,000,  as  they  go  their  rounds  on  the 
streets." 

The  gentlemen  will  remember  that  these 
three  men  and  their  clerks  have  to  compare  this 
entire  list  of  114.000  names,  and  that  the  purity 
of  the  ballot  and  the  sanctity  of  the  jury  box  de- 
pend upon  the  virtue  of  their  comparison. 

"These  names  we  also  compare  with  those  on 
the  voting  list  the  previous  year,  and  in  this 
way  we  determine  who  are  qualified  to  have 
their  names  continued  on  the  new  voting  list. 
This  work  occupies  our  time  until  about  the 
first  of  August,  when  we  again  compare  the 
names  on  the  voting  list  of  the  previous  year 
with  the  collectors'  books  in  order  to  ascertain 
who  have  paid  their  taxes  in  the  meantime,  so 
that  none  who  are  entitled  to  have  their  names 
on  the  new  list  of  voters  may  be  omitted,  and 
this  work  takes  all  our  time  up  to  the  first  of 
September,  when  registration  commences  and 
lasts  until  the  municipal  election,  when  the 
work  of  revising  and  reparing  the  jury  lists  be- 
gins." 

And  thus  and  so  on.  From  December  until 
their  report  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  they   are 

§  reparing  the  jury  lists;  and  that,  Mr.  Presi- 
ent,  is  the  nigger  on  tl  is  woodpile.  The  jury 
list  is  the  nigger  on  this  woodpile.  Gentlemen 
are  opposed  to  the  Board  of  Registrars  of  Voters 
because  they  have  sent  names  of  two  willing, 
would-be  niggers  to  them,  and  the  names  have 
not  been  accepted  by  the  Registrars  of  Voters.  I 
say  amen  to  the  action  of  the  Registrars  of  Vot- 
ers.and  I  would  that  in  our  State  we  had  the  law 
whicb  prevails  in  Virginia  that  a  man  who  ap- 
plies to  be  a  juryman  is  ipse  facto  disqualified. 
W  e  have  in  our  community  too  many  men  who 
are  desirous  of  becoming  jurymen. 

Mr.  Carroll— I  would  like  to  correct  the  gen- 
tleman in  one  respect. 

The  President— Does  the  gentleman  rise  to  a 
point  of  order? 

Mr.  Carroll— No,  sir,  I  want  to  correct  the 
gentleman. 

The  President— The  gentleman  cannot  inter- 
rupt the  speaker  unless  he  rises  to  a  point  of 
order.    Mr.  Whall  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  Whall— I  am  sorry  I  took  a  few  bun- 
dles of  wood  off  of  the  gentleman's  nigger 
and  exposed  him  to  the  gaze  of  the  Coun- 
cil. If  the  gentleman  is  not  one  of  those 
disappointed  ones  who  probably  may  have 
sent  to  the  registrars  of  voters  the  names  of 
men  whom  the  board  in  their  judicial  charac- 
ter considered  not  fit  to  be  jurymen,  then 
I  have  to  say  that  I  cannot  imagine  where  his 
opposition  comes  from.  But  I  have  heard  it 
noised  about  this  chamber  and  given  as  a  reason 
for  the  opposition  to  this  bill  that  certain  mem- 
bers of  the  government  have  not  got  on  the  jury 
men  that  they  wanted.  I  say  this  to  those  who 
may  think  thus,  that  it  is  an  excellent  argument 
as  to  the  conscientious  performance  by  these 
gentlemen  of  the  duties  which  the  statutes  and 
ordinances  have  imposed  upon  them.  The  city 
of  Boston  lias  seen  lit  by  its  ordinances  to  adopt 
a  scale  of  pay  for  members  of  the  different  com- 
missions. We  give  our  Street  Commissioners 
$3000  a  year,  our  Fire  Commissioners  .$3000  a  year 


and  when  we  had  a  right  to  say  anything  in  the 
matter  we  gave  our  Police  Commissioners  $3000 
a  year;  and  we  give  our  Water  Board  $3000  a 
year— it  may  be  more.  I  am  not  up  in  the  fig- 
ures, but  the  ordinance  relating  to  the 
Water  Board  is  a  peculiar  one,  giving  them  $5 
for  every  half-day's  service,  which  is  equivalent 
to  about  $10  a  day ;  and  I  think  they  work  six 
days  in  every  week,  which  is  $60  a  week,  and 
counting  out  holidays  and  everything  else,  about 
$3000  a  year.  So  that  the  city  of  Boston,  as  far 
as  it  has  made  any  mark  by  the  legislation  that 
has  thus  far  been  enacted,  has  said  that  a  com- 
missioner who  is  qualified  to  act,  whose  services 
are  worth  anything  to  the  city,  who  is  fit  for  the 
duties  which  by  the  laws  and  ordinances  are 
imposed  upon  him,  is  worth  $3000  a  year.  Of  all 
our  boards  and  commissions  the  registrars  of 
voters  are  the  only  ones  who  receive  less  than 
$3000  a  year.  Now  there  was  a  reason  for  that, 
which  was  explained  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. Just  before  the  Board  of  Registrars  of 
Voters  was  established,  by  virtue  of  the  statutes 
of  the  Commonwealth,  the  work  was  done  by 
Mr.  McCleary,  then  our  city  clerk.  To  assist 
him  in  that  work  he  had  two  or  three  clerks, 
and  judging  from  the  compensation  which  he 
paid  them,  which  was  somewhere  about  $2300  or 
$2500  apiece,  he  thought  these  commissioners 
and  registrars  should  get  the  same,  and  Mr.  Mc- 
Cleary fixed  that  salary.  Of  course  it  required 
action  by  the  city  government.  Since  then 
these  officers  have  always  felt  that  either  their 
department  was  inferior  to  other  departments, 
or  that  they  did  their  duty  so  poorly  that  they 
deserved  less  compensation  than  was  paid  in 
any  other  department. 

Now  all  of  us  who  have  had  anything  to  do 
with  the  registrars  of  voters  know  first  of  all 
this  fact.  These  men  are  in  their  offices  every 
day.  Those  who  know  Mr.  Pearson  know  that 
there  is  not  a  more  painstaking  man  in  the  city 
of  Boston,  not  a  man  whose  conscience  directs 
his  acts  further  and  oftener  than  does  the  con- 
science of  Mr.  Pearson.  Those  who  have  had 
anything  to  do  with  the  Board  of  Registrars  of 
Voters  know  that  in  this  particular  his  col- 
leagues are  his  peers.  We  know  that  they  work 
assiduously  ana  steadily.  Those  of  us  who 
have  taken  the  trouble  to  inquire  into  the  duties 
of  this  office  know  that  the  registrars  are  kept 
going  all  the  time,  their  work  calls  for  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  strictest  judicial  wisdom  and  the 
most  rigorous,  conscientious  methods.  If  the 
gentlemen  of  the  Council  will  only  stop  to  con- 
sider the  importance  of  the  office  they  will  see 
that  the  men  who  perforin  its  duties  faithfully 
should  be  well  paid.  If  the  registrars  of  voters 
are  corrupt,  -and  if  men  are  put  into  that 
office  who  are  corrupt — men  who  are  scheming, 
wild  politicians,  who  regard  party  success  as 
higher  and  nobler  than  the  consummation  of  the 
laws  and  ordinances  of  their  State  and  city — then 
you  can  see  how  easily  these  tally  sheets  that 
we  use  at  our  elections  may  become  falsehoods 
and  lying  tables.  If  these  men  are  corrupt  they 
can  easily  debauch  every  election  which  we 
have  in  the  city  of  Boston.  The  mere  fact  that 
not  a  word  has  ever  been  breathed  against  the 
correctnes  of  the  voting-lists  is  itself  a  great 
encomium  upon  the  honesty  of  purpose  of  the 
men  who  compile  these  lists.  Again,  if  these 
men  were  corrupt,  the  interests  that  wish  pro- 
tection in  the  courts  could  easily  receive  more 
than  their  proportionate  share  of  jurymen.  But 
no  complaint  has  come  from  the  bench  or  from 
the  bar,  from  the  pressor  from  the  public  at 
large,  that  the  jurymen  selected  by  the  Board 
of  Registrars  of  Voters  have  not  been  good  men 
and  true  men  and  competent  to  try  the  issue.  In 
consideration  of  these  facts  that  these  men 
work  hard,  long,  that  they  work  faithfully 
and  well,  that  they  perform  their  duties  with 
ability  and  conscientiousness,  that  they  obey 
and  carry  out  the  laws  and  ordinances  as  they 
are  written  in  the  book, that  they  do  work  as  hard 
as  men  who  receive  the  salary  for  which  they 
ask,  that  they  perform  for  $2500  a  year  duties 
similar  and  not  inferior  if  not  superior  to  those 
performed  by  the  boards  and  commissioners  re- 
ceiving the  larger  salary,  $3000,  I  think  then, 
with  these  facts  before  us,  and  with  this  further 
fact  that  should  address  itself  to  the  whole  of 
us  as  being  important,  that  they  are  the  guard- 
ians of  our  elections  and  the  guardians  of  the 
purity  of  our  jury-box,  we  should  vote  this  in- 
crease and  those  of  my  friends  who  have  not 
been  successful  in  getting  men  put  upon  the 
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jury  list,  I  say  that  if  their  cause  is  just  and 
their  men  are  true,  each  one  has  an  alderman 
from  his  district  and  the  aldermen  have  the 
right  to  amend  the  jury  list,  and  they  can  do 
what  I  myself  shall  probably  do.  I  sent  six 
names  to  the  registrars,  but  in  the  wisdom  of 
that  board  probably  not  one  has  been  put  on  the 
list.  But  in  the  omniscience  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  some  of  them  may  get  the  position 
which  unfortunately  for  some  of  our  constit- 
uents seems  to  be  the  height  of  their  mundane 
ambition ;  to  sit  in  a  jury  box  and  perhaps  after- 
wards pay  a  doctor  for  curing  them  of  the  pain- 
ful physical  effects  of  their  prolonged  sittings. 

The  ordinance  was  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended and  the  ordinance  was  read  a  second 
time  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Carroll  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered,  and  the  clerk  began  to  call  the 
roll,  Mr.  Atwood  having  been  called  and  having 
answered. 

Mr.  Carroll— Mr.  President,  in  spite  of  my 
remarks — 

Mr.  Whall— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  Chair  having  ordered  the  clerk  to  call  the 
roll  and  the  clerk  having  called  one  name,  no 
debate  is  in  order. 

The  President— The  point  is  well  taken. 

The  ordinance  was  passed  in  concurrence : 
yens  49,  nays  15: 

Yeas— Barry,  Bowman,  Chamberlain,  Cochran, 
Coleman,  Coyle,  Davern,  Desmond,  Dolan, 
Duggan,  Fisher,  Foss,  Fottler,  Fowler,  J.  Gal- 
lagher, P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Haggerty.  Har- 
rington, Hayes,  Keller,  Kennedy,  Lauten,  Leary, 
Light,  Mahoney.  McEnanev,  McKenna,  McNary. 
J.  Murphy.  J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Norton, 
O'Mealey,  Perry,  C.  C.  Powers,  E.  J.  Powers. 
Reilly,  Sanger,  Shaw,  E.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan, 
Sundberg,  Teevins,  Tracy,  Tuttle,  Webster, 
Whall,  Whitmore— 49. 

Nays— Atwood,  Blume,  Carroll,  Carstensen, 
Clark,  Frost,  Ladd,  Lattimore,  F.  Morison,  F,  R 
Morrison,  Nunan,  Richards,  Snow,  Thayer, 
Wilson— 15. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Burr,  Connolly,  Dewey, 
Dunn,  Keliher,  Perkins,  Short,  J.  H.  Sullivan 
-8. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

PETITION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  R.  Sullivan  the  rule  was 
supended  to  enable  him  to  present  the  petition 
of  Edward  Farrell  for  compensation  for  dam- 
ages to  stock  in  trade  in  cellar  of  162  Ward 
street,  by  the  overflow  of  the  Ward-street 
sewer. 

Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims. 

PERMANENT    BASIS    FOR    PAVING    DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  McNary— I  call  up  No.  34  on  the  calendar. 
Mr.  Whitmore— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
No.  34  is  under  unfinished  business,  and  as  that 
order  has  not  been  reached,  it  cannot  be  calk  d 
up- 
On  motion  of  Mr.  McNary  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended and  No.  34  was  taken  up  from  among 
the  unfinished  business,  viz. : 

34.  Order  for  the  Committee  on  Appropriations 
to  include  specifically  in  its  report  of'  the  appro- 
priation for  the  Paving  Department  a  sufficient 
sum  of  money  to  place  the  employees  in  that  de- 
partment on  a  permanently  employed  basis. 

Mr.  McNary— This  order  was  introduced  at 
the  last  meeting  of  the  Council,  but  unfortu- 
nately on  account  of  the  fire  on  Washington 
street,  the  attention  of  the  Council  was  distract- 
ed and  left  me  in  possession  of  the  floor,  and  the 
Council  adjourning  for  want  of  a  quorum  with- 
out the  order  having  been  given  a  second  read- 
ing. I  do  not  intend  to  enter  into  a  long  debate 
upon  this  matter  this  evening,  because 
I  think  the  facts  are  notorious  to  all  of 
us,  and  the  facts  are  of  interest  to 
every  member  of  the  Council,  be  he  either 
Republican  or  Democrat.  The  facts  are  in  the 
interest  of  good  government  for  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton. I  can  see  no  objection  to  it.  I  have  gone 
over  the  ground  thoroughly.  Mr.  Reilly  gave 
some  facts  and  figures  in  relation  to  the  depart- 
ment last  year,  and  the  number  of  men  em- 
ployed. He  stated  that  the  men  were  put 
on  steady  employment  about  the  first  of 
May,  1886,  and  continued  in  steady  em- 
ployment until  the  first  of  November,  and  since 
then  they  have  been  on  half  time  and  some  of 
them  have  been  discharged.    [Mr.  McNary  read 


Mr.  Reilly's  remarks  above  referred  to.]  In 
1885  the  time  which  they  were  employed  was 
even  less  than  in  1886.  They  commenced  about 
the  middle  of  April  and  worked  until  the  1st  of 
July,  and  were  then  put  on  half  time,  and  con- 
tinued on  half  time  until  January,  and  then 
they  were  put  on  quarter  time.  That  is,  they 
had  26  weeks'  work  at  $2  per  day.  At  the  pres- 
ent time  the  men  are  on  one-third  time,  they 
get  one  week's  work  in  three,  when  our  police- 
men get  $23  for  the  entire  week  under  our  re- 
vised ordinance.  1  think  that  in  simple  justice 
to  these  men  whose  time  we  take  they  should 
be  put  upon  full  time.  As  I  said  last  week,  the 
superintendent  of  that  department,  who  is,  I 
think,  one  of  the  most  honest  men  we  ever 
had,  said  that  the  men  could  be  put 
upon  a  permanent  basis  if  we  choose  to  do 
so,  and  it  was  only  a  question  of  money.  Mayor 
O'Brien  recommended  it  in  his  inaugural.  Take 
for  instance  the  Health  Department,  which  has 
been  on  a  permanent  basis  for  years ;  their  work 
is  carried  on  more  satisfactorily  than  any  other 
department  of  the  city  government.  The  men 
are  steadily  employed  and  they  know  that  while 
they  attend  to  their  work  they  will  receive  con- 
stant employment.,  and  that  their  positions  are 
secure  so  long  as  they  attend  to  their  work 
faithfully.  They  have  a  chance  to  save  money, 
build  up  homes,  educate  their  families  and  be- 
come respectable  citizens.  That  is  the  kind  of 
citizens  we  want.  It  is  cruel  to  employ  a  man 
upon  one-quarter  time  and  practically  keep  him 
starving.  We  all  know  how  this  department 
has  been  used  for  political  purposes  in  the  past. 
How  men  were  employed  just  previous  to  elec- 
tion and  then  discharged.  I  think  it  is  about 
time  that  some  arrangement  should  be  made  to 
employ  the  men  upon  a  permanent  basis.  I 
cannot  see  how  any  man  can  objector  make  any 
opposition  to  this  matter.  I  think  it  should  ap- 
peal to  the  sense  of  justice  of  every  man  to  give 
these  laborers  permanent  employment.  My 
orderis  merelyforthe  Appropriation  Committee 
to  report  a  sufficient  amount  of  money  to  put 
these  men  upon  a  permanent  hi  sis.  If  they 
cannot  do  it  that  is  for  the  committee  to  decide, 
but  I  think  they  can  find  some  way  to  do  it.  I 
think  this  order  should  be  passed  as  reported, 
and  our  sentiment  in  the  matter  should  be  in 
accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  the 
mayor  and  in  accordance  with  a  due  sense  of 
justice. 

Mr.  Blume— I  characterize  this  scheme  as  all 
City  Hall  buncombe— political  claptrap.  Em- 
ploy the  laborers  of  the  Paving  Department  all 
the  year  round !  Why,  for  four  or  five  months 
the  streets  are  covered  with  snow  and  ice  and 
slush,  and  yet  you  want  to  keep  them  at  work 
on  the  paving.  You  might  as  well  ask  a  man  in 
the  ice  Dusiness  to  keep  his  men  cutting  ice  in 
July.  It  would  be  just  as  sensible.  I  sympa- 
thize with  the  poor  men,  who  cannot  get  but 
$1.50  a  day.  I  wish  they  could  get  $3  a  day.  But 
sympathy  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter.  It 
is  a  question  of  common  sense  and  the  applica- 
tion of  business  principles.  You  cannot  keep 
men  paving  the  streets  in  December  and  Janua- 
ry and  February,  nor  in  November.  It  is  idle 
nonsense  to  talk  about  keeping  men  employed 
in  the  department  who  cannot  possibly  work 
three  months  in  the  year,  and  pay  them  full 
salaries.  The  case  is  not  parallel  with  that  of 
the  Health  Department,  which  has  to  take  up 
swill  and  ashes,  and  do  kindred  work,  all  the 
year  round.  You  cannot  pave  the  streets  in  the 
winter  time.  It  is  nonsense,  and  the  gentleman 
is  appealing  to  his  constituents. 

Mr.  Reilly— I  don't  hardly  agree  with  my 
friend  on  my  left,  and  I  am  very  much  of  the 
opinion  that  he  is  not  very  well  versed  in  the 
duties  of  the  men  in  the  Paving  Department.  If, 
as  he  puts  it,  the  only  work  to  be  done  was  pav- 
ing, I  think  the  order  would  be  a  very  silly  one. 
But  as  Boston  is  situated  today  there  is  plenty 
of  work  for  the  men  in  the  Street  Department 
all  the  year  round.  I  had  a  conversa- 
tion the  other  day  with  the  superintendent  of 
streets,  and  he  acknowledged  to  me  that  during 
the  past  winter  he  could  have  found  the  work 
to  keep  a  full  force  of  men  employed  all  the 
time  during  the  winter.  Now  I  think  this  order 
is  entirely  different  from  what  my  friend  on 
the  left  represents  it.  He  may  call  it  City  Hall 
buncombe,  but  I  am  prepared  to  say  that  at  any 
time  when  there  is  a  measure  advocated  on  this 
floor  that  tends  to  benefit  and  improve  the  con- 
dition of  the  workingman  employed  by  the  city 
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of  Boston,  I  am  prepared  to  favor  it.  The  Street 
Department  is  one  of  the  three  most  important 
departments  in  the  whole  city.  The  condition 
of  the  streets  for  the  past  two  years  has  been 
worse  than  ever  before.  The  streets  all  through 
Boston,  and  even  the  roads  out  in  the  suburbs 
have  been  very  much  neglected.  I  was  speak- 
ing the  other  day  with  a  gentleman  living  in 
one  of  the  outlying  wards  who  drives  into  town 
every  day  for  business,  and  he  told  me  that  the 
streets  were  never  in  so  bad  a  condition  ;  and  he 
wound  up  by  saying  that  he  supposed  it  was  on 
account  of  trying  to  run  the  city  on  a  low  tax 
levy.  I  suppose  it  is  just  as  necessary  to  keep 
the  streets  m  good  condition  in  winter  as  in 
summer.  I  have  seen  the  streets  in  such  a  con- 
dition that  young  girls  going  to  and  from  their 
work  were  obliged  to  wade  through  snow  ai  d 
water  ankle  deep,  trying  to  cross  the  streets  and 
trying  to  find  the  street  crossings.  In  doing  so 
they  were  greatly  endangering  their  health,  to 
say  nothing  of  this  inconvenience  and  discom- 
fort to  which  they  were  subjected.  I  believe 
the  Paving  Department  should  be  put 
upon  a  permanent  basis.  There  is  plenty 
of  work  for  the  men  to  do.  Another 
thing,  I  think  in  justice  to  the  men  themselves 
they  should  receive  some  adequate  compensa- 
tion for  their  work.  Keeping  men  in  the  de- 
partment all  the  time  and  giving  them  work 
only  about  a  quarter  of  the  time  is  all  wrong. 
Tbe  people  of  Boston  have  just  as  much  right 
to  demand  clean  streets  to  travel  through  as 
they  have  to  demand  a  good  Fire  De- 
partment. It  is  not  only  the  men  in  the 
Paving  Department  that  are  interested  in 
this  measure,  but  it  is  a  matter  of  great 
importance  to  citizens  of  Boston  all 
through  the  city.  There  have  been  more  com- 
plaints about  the  condition  of  the  streets  than 
ever  before.  If  it  is  necessary  to  run  the  city  on 
an  economical  plan,  and  reduce  the  expenses,  I 
think  the  city  government  had  better  reduce 
some  of  tbe  high  salaries  paid  its  officials.  Bos- 
ton has  had  the  credit  of  paying  the  highest 
salaries  of  any  city  in  the  Union.  I  think  it  is 
very  little  to  the  credit  of  the  city  to  be  classed 
as  paying  high  salaries  to  its  officials,  when  it 
does  not  give  its  men  employed  on  its  streets, 
who  work  by  the  day,  employment  more  than 
half  of  the  time.  There  may  be  some  justice  in 
such  a  course  of  proceeding,  but  I  fail  to  see  it. 
I  think  there  can  be  plenty  of  men  procured  out 
of  the  amount  raised  by  taxation  every  year  to 
keep  our  streets  clean.  If  the  time  comes  when 
we  have  not  money  enough  to  do  it,  then  the 
men  can  be  discharged ;  but  at  the  present  time 
there  is  plenty  of  work.  The  streets  in  Jamaica 
Plain,  Dorchester  and  other  places  in  the  sub- 
urbs are  suffering  for  men  to  take  care  of 
them,  and  the  department  has  not  the  men  to 
do  it.  It  is  just  as  necessary  that  those  streets 
should  be  taken  care  of  as  that  any  other  city 
work  should  be  done. 

Mr.  Richards— I  should  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  15  how  much  extra  appropria- 
tion it  will  require  to  carry  out  this  scheme? 

Mr.  McNary — As  I  understand  it,  the  amount 
paid  for  salary  and  wages  last  year  was  $335,000. 
It  may  require  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  to 
carry  on  this  work  and  it  may  not  require  a  cent. 
The  expenses  of  the  department  may  be  cut 
down  in  some  other  ways  and  there  may  be  less 
contract  work.  The  mayor  said  in  his  inaugural 
a  year  ago  that  it  could  be  done  on  $100,000. 

Mr.  Richards— Then  I  must  decidedly  object 
to  this  order,  for  I  think  it  a  ridiculous  thing  for 
the  city  of  Boston  to  incur  the  risk  of  an  addi- 
tional expense  of  $100,000  when  we  are  going  to 
the  Legislature  asking  that  the  county  expenses 
may  be  taken  out  of  the  current  expenses  to  be 
included  in  the  tax  levy.  Now  it  is  proposed  to 
add  $100,000  to  our  expenses  which  is  not  now 
included. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  am  sorry  to  say  I  cannot 
support  the  order  which  has  been  put  in  because 
it  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  in  proper  form,  nor 
to  provide  the  remedy  intended  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  15.  I  object  to  the  form 
because  it  instructs  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  to  provide  a  certain  sum 
of  money.  It  is  not  specified  whether 
this  amount  is  $100,000  or  more.  It  is  not  apropi  r 
course  of  action  to  take  in  regard  to  that  com- 
mittee. That  committee  are  appointed  to  take 
all  suggestions  from  tfce  different  departments 
and  report  to  us  with  the  best  recommendations 
they  can  make  as  to  the  relative  claims  of  the 


departments.  And,  sir,  it  stems  to  me  neither 
right  nor  proper  for  any  one  to  bring  in  an  order 
favoring  one  department  at  the  expense  of  the 
others.  The  Paving  Department  is  neither  bet- 
ter nor  worse  than  all  the  other  departments  in 
that  respect.  The  men  in  the  Sewer  Department 
have  just  as  much  right  to  put  in  an  order  to  be 
put  upon  a  permanent  basis  as  tbe  men  in  the 
Paving  Department  have.  The  problem  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations  has  got  to  meet  is 
this :  With  the  appropriations  asked  for,  amount- 
ing to  two  and  a  half  million  dollars  more  than 
we  can  raise  by  taxation,  how  is  the  total  amount 
to  be  cut  down  so  as  to  bear  easily  upon  tbe  city? 
Therefore,  I  say  the  form  of  the  order  is  objec- 
tionable. We  have  our  City  Hospital,  our  houses 
for  the  support  of  paupers,  our  schools,  our 
Fire  and  Health  Departments,  and  the  claims 
of  all  those  departments  have  got  to  be 
considered.  There  is  no  reason  why  any 
one  department  should  attempt  or  why 
this  association  should  attempt  to  give 
it  preference  over  the  others.  Therefore,  I  object 
to  the  form.  If  the  gentleman  wishes  to  amend 
the  order  so  that  the  committee  shall  be  re- 
quested to  consider  the  matter,  and  see  what  is 
the  best  they  can  do,  I  will  agree  to  it,  be- 
cause so  many  others  of  that  kind  have  been 
put  in.  But  beyond  that,  I  want  to  say  that  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations,  if  they  had  all  the 
powers  in  the  world,  without  any  regard  to  tbe 
form  of  the  order,  they  have  not  the  power  to  do 
what  the  gentleman  wants.  He  ought  to  be 
aware  that  this  matter  of  the  Paving  Depart- 
ment does  not  belong  to  this  Council  at  all.  If  he 
wants  to  alter  the  ordinance— and  I  don't  be- 
lieve that  would  allow  him  to  accomplish  what 
he  desires — he  may  find  a  oroper  remedy  there. 
And  the  ordinance  provides  that  the  superin- 
tendent of  streets  shall  make  all  contracts  for 
labor,  and  should  therefore  do  it.  There  is 
nothing  we  can  do  or  say  in  the  law  to  instruct 
the  superintendent  of  streets  to  put  his  men 
upon  a  permanent  basis  or  anything  else.  Cer- 
tainly we  cannot  do  it  by  contract  or  on  appro- 
priation to  bring  in  more  money.  I  want  the 
gentleman  to  remember  that  there  must  be  a 
change  in  the  law  or  in  the  ordinance  before 
this  tiling  can  be  done. 

For  a  long  time  this  department  has  been  out 
of  the  control  of  the  Council.  So  far  as  tbe  law 
will  let  them  be,  the  Board  of  Aldermen  are  re- 
sponsible for  the  department.  We  could  pass  any 
order  we  chose  and  it  would  have  no  effect. 
What  is  the  use  of  our  passing  an  order  volun- 
tarily giving  this  money  to  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men to  spend?  If  we  pass  so  much  money  for 
the  Paving  Department  as  we  have  done  hereto- 
fore,theu  the  Board  of  Aldermen  take  it  and  says 
so  much  shall  be  spent  for  this  or  that  street,  so 
much  for  labor  in  the  whole,  so  much  for  mate- 
rial in  the  whole,  and  then  tbe  law  steps  in  and 
says  just  how  these  men  shall  work.  The  super- 
intendent has  all  the  power  he  can  have  and  all 
the  power  we  can  give  him.  Therefore  I  say 
again  the  order  is  not  in  proper  form,  and  if  it 
were  amended  it  would  not  amount  to  anything 
at  all.  The  only  way  the  matter  may  be,  urged 
is  by  proper  representation  to  and  bringing  the 
proper  pressure  upon  the  superintendent  of 
streets.  He  can  put  his  department  upon  a  per- 
manent basis  tomorrow  if  he  sees  fit.  You  may 
order  him  to  do  it,  and  he  is  no  more  compelled 
to  pay  any  attention  to  it  than  he  would  be  to 
tbe  expressed  opinion  of  any  other  72  citizens  of 
Boston. 

Mr.  McNary— To  meet  the  objection  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  I  move  to  amend  the 
order  by  inserting  for  the  words  "Committee  on 
Appropriations"  the  words  "be  requested." 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Lauten— I  desire  to  say  that  the  Paving 
Department  has  asked  for  $1,700,000,  and  the 
mayor  has  cut  it  down  to  $700,000.  Now,  I  say 
the  superintendent  can  do  as  he  has  a  mind  to 
do  in  this  matter.    If  he  wants  to  put  the  de- 

gartment  upon  a  permanent  basis  he  can  do  so. 
iut  it  is  a  question  in  my  mind  whether  he  can 
do  it  if  he  gets  only  $700,000. 

Mr.  Leary— I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  in  con- 
nection with  this  matter.  I  believe  this  order 
originated  from  two  sources;  one  was  the  publi- 
cation of  editorials  in  the  papers  about  the  con- 
dition of  the  streets,  and  the  other  was  the  con- 
dition of  the  men.  I  believe  these  are  the  rea- 
sons why  the  order  originated,  and  I  do  not  be- 
lieve it  has  any  political  aspect  at  all.  The 
Paving  Department  is  under  the  Civil-Service 
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law.  Not  a  man  in  the  Common  Council  can 
get  a  new  man  employed  in  the  Paving  Depart- 
ment, whether  this  order  passes  or  not.  There- 
fore it  has  no  political  aspect  whatever.  It  is 
only  done  to  retain  the  old  employees  that  have 
been  there  so  long.  I  believe  the  circumstances 
of  the  case  have  been  stiown  by  the  facts  I  have 
stated ;  but  I  also  believe  that  the  men  in  the 
Paving  Department  should  be  put  upon  a  per- 
manent basis. 

Mr.  McKenna— Mr.  President,  ever  since  I 
have  been  a  member  of  this  Council  I  have  had 
to  sit  here  and  listen  to  arguments,  meeting 
after  meeting,  in  favor  of  raising  the  salaries  of 
men  who  appear  to  be  pretty  well  satisfied  with 
their  positions,  and  who  already  receive  a  fair 
remunerative  compensation.  Now,  sir,  I  think 
it  is  about  time  that  something  should  be  done 
in  the  interest  of  the  laboring  men.  Whether  it 
should  be  done  by  the  superintendent  of  streets 
or  by  direction  of  the  city  government  I  am  not 
prepared  to  say.  But  I  hope  that  something  will 
be  done  and  some  means  will  be  found  by  which 
the  hard-working  men  in  the  Paving  Depart- 
ment can  be  placed  upon  a  permanent  basis  and 
be  sure  of  steady  work  all  the  year  round.  I  am 
sorry  to  find  that  some  of  our  eloquent  Demo- 
crats are  not  so  warmed  up  on  this  matter  as 
they  should  be.  It  is  a  question  that  should  re- 
quire their  especial  attention,  and  I  am  sorry  to 
see  they  do  not  seem  to  he  much  interested  in  it. 
I  hope  that  this  matter  will  be  remedied  ami  at 
once,  and  that  we  shall  adopt  some  measure  that 
will  permanently  benefit  the  laboring  man. 

Mr.  Mc Nary— I  only  desire  to  say  one  word 
further  in  regard  to  this  matter,  and  I  shall  not 
occupy  much  time.  I  certainly  do  not  propose 
to  get  either  angry  or  excited  or  otherwise  than 
amused  at  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  11,  in  which  he  characterized  this  as  City 
Hall  buncombe.  If  this  is  City  Hall  buncombe, 
it  is  buncombe  that  the  superintendent  of 
streets  has  been  guilty  of.  I  certainly  can  be  put 
upon  a  footing  with  him  in  that  respect.  If  the 
gentleman  thinks  for  one  moment  that  I  have 
expressed  myself  in  favor  of  this  order  on  ac- 
count of  my  constituents,  he  is  mistaken.  I 
don't  depend  entirely  upon  the  laboring  man  in 
my  ward  for  election,  although  the  number  of 
laboring  men  on  the  department  roll  of  the 
Paving  Department  is  probably  more  in  my 
ward  than  in  any  other  ward  in  the  city,  except, 
perhaps,  Ward  14.  I  have  adopted  this  means 
as  the  best  way  of  reaching  this  result.  I  found 
the  superintendent  was  in  favor  of  the  matter, 
if  it  could  possibly  be  done  and  if  the  money 
could  be  provided.  It  is  now  for  the  Appropria- 
tion Committee  to  say  whether  the  money  shall 
be  appropriated  or  not.  I  think  it  is  for  the  good 
of  the  men.  I  think  it  is  for  the  interests  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  and  that  it  would  result  in  more 
efficient  service.  In  regard  to  there  being  work 
enough,  I  am  willing  to  take  the  opinion  of  the 
superintendent  as  against  that  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  11.  He  says  that  there  is;  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  11  says  there  is  not. 
In  regard  to  work  in  winter  time,  if  the  gentle- 
man will  go  to  South  Boston,  or  East  Boston  if 
he  likes  he  will  find  in  the  winter  time  snow 
piled  up  five,  six  or  seven  feet,  along  in  some  of 
the  streets,  perhaps  for  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  and 
it  makes  it  difficult  for  the  Fire  Department 
to  get  into  those  streets.  It  is  so  situated  that 
they  cannot  get  to  hydrants  down  there  in  the 
thickly  populated  streets,  and  in  case  of  a  fire 
there  would  great  destruction  ensue.  If  the 
gentleman  had  read  any  of  the  local  papers 
lately  he  would  have  seen  the  statements  of  the 
outrageous  manner  in  which  our  streets  have 
been  taken  care  of,  especially  in  the  suburban 
districts— the  streets  that  were  once  the  pride 
and  the  boast  of  Boston.  Now  the  superinten- 
dent is  in  favor  of  this,  and  says  it  can  be  done, 
and  the  mayor  has  said  that  it  ought  to  be  done, 
if  the  money  can  be  raised,  and  I  hope  it  will  be 
done.  I  hope  the  order  will  be  read  a  second 
time  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Gomez- I  wish  to  say  a  word  on  this  mat- 
ter for  the  purpose  of  seeing  if  I  cannot  make  a 
convert  of  my  friend  from  Ward  11.  Like  my 
associate  from  Ward  15,  I  feel  rather  amused 
than  anything  else  at  the  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man from  the  gold-gilded  ward  who  character- 
ized this  legislation  as  a  piece  of  buncomb. 
And  unlike  some  gentlemen  who  have  taken 
the  floor  this  evening,  I  am  moved  by  consider- 
ation for  my  constituents.  Since  the  first  of 
January  we  have  voted  to  pay  out  a  neat  little 


sum  of  money  on  account  of  the  wretchedness 
of  our  street  crossings  and  sidewalks.  Now  if 
the  men  in  the  Paving  Department  had  been 
permanently  employed  upon  our  streets  and  by- 
ways during  the  last  cold  weather  we  should 
probably  have  saved  the  money  that  we  have 
voted  away  in  settlement  of  these  claims  for 
damages.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  11  thinks 
the  men  in  the  Paving  Department  have  noth- 
ing to  do  in  the  winter  time,  and  have  only  the 
street  paving  to  do  in  the  summer  time. 
The  foremen  of  the  various  districts  of 
the  different  departments  have  told  me  that 
in  the  winter  time  they  have  as  much 
work  to  do  as  in  summer;  that  they  could 
employ  their  men  usefully  in  the  yards 
preparing  the  stone  for  summer  use,  taking 
care  of  the  implements  that  they  use  in  the 
summer  and  in  getting  sand  and  gravel  ready 
for  summer  work.  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that 
no  matter  how  many  men  are  discharged  in  the 
winter  time  on  account  of  the  appropriations,  in 
order  to  save  the  appropriation  for  summer 
work,  a  certain  number  of  men  must  he  kept  for 
work  in  the  yards  all  through  the  winter.  That 
fact  shows  that  there  is  work  for  the  men  to  do 
in  the  winter  time.  In  the  summer  time  a 
great  many  of  the  men  who  ought  to  be  at  work 
on  the  street  have  to  be  kept  oackin  the  yard 
preparing  material  for  the  men  who  are  on  the 
streets,  and  that  causes  a  shortness  of  help  by 
keeping  a  certain  number  of  men  back  in  the 
yard  who  could  be  better  used  in  the  streets  had 
a  sufficient  number  of  men'  been  employed  in 
the  winter  preparing  this  material  that  they  use 
in  the  summer.  I  would  like  to  make  an  offer 
to  my  friend  from  Ward  11.  because  he  knows 
as  well  as  I  do  the  wretched  condition  of  our 
streets,  and  I  have  heard  the  gentleman  say 
that  it  would  take  an  army  of  men  to  keep  our 
streets  in  good  condition.  If  that  is  so  why  not 
allow  the  superintendent  to  keep  these  men  at 
work  through  the  winter?  It  would  he  only  a 
class  of  the  army  of  those  who  were  necessary  to 
do  the  whole  work.  The  street  crossings  would 
be  in  a  better  condition.  The  streets  would  be 
cleared  of  snow,  and  there  would  be  enough  for 
the  men  to  do  generally.  I  stated  at  the  com- 
mencement of  my  remarks  that  I  was  moved  by 
consideration  for  my  constituents  in  South  Bos- 
ton. I  mean  just  what  I  say.  Those  men  are 
employed  at  present  on  what  i  believe  is  called 
one-third  time;  that  is,  one  week  out  of  three. 
They  get  $2  a  day.  That  is  continued  for  a 
greater  portion  of  the  winter,  and  the  men  are 
expeded  to  live  on  about  $14  a  month.  I  do  not 
think  there  is  any  buncombe  about  legislation 
for  the  benefit  of  these  men  who  work  so  hard 
for  the  city  of  Boston,  and  I  think  it  is  not  more 
than  fair  dealing  to  consider  that  somewhat. 
and  place  them  in  a  position  to  do  work  that  the 
city  of  Boston  requires  to  be  done  all  through  the 
winter  as  well  as  through  the  summer,  and  to 
give  them  an  opportunity  to  make  at  least 
enough  to  live  on  through  the  year.  They  are 
good  servants  of  the  city,  they  do  their  work 
faithfully  We  need  the  laboring  classes  and  I 
think  it  is  no  more  than  fair  that  this  Council 
should  give  them  some  consideration  and  not 
jump  upon  them  and  call  it  buncombe  legisla- 
tion, because  some  one  moves  to  do  something 
that  will  better  their  condition. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Kelleher  it  was  voted 
that  the  debate  be  now  closed. 

The  order  as  amended  was  ordered  to  a  second 
reading,  read  a  second  time  and  put  upon  its 
passage. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  trust  this  order  will  not  pass. 

Mr.  Whall-I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  it 
having  been  voted  to  close  the  debate,  the  gen- 
tleman is  out  of  order. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  we'l 
taken. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  understood  that  the  debate  was 
closed  upon  the  motion  then  pending. 

The  President— The  Chair  understood,  gen- 
tlemen, to  make  the  motion  upon  the  whole 
subject. 

The  order  was  declared  passed. 

Mr.  Ladd  doubted  the  vote,  and  on  his  motion 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Yeas — Barry,  Carroll,  Chamberlain,  Cochran, 
Coleman,  Connolly,  Davern.  Desmond,  Dolan, 
Duggar.,  Fisher,  Foss,  J.  Gallagher.  P.  J.  Galla- 
gher, Gomez,  Harrington,  Hayes,  Keliher.Kelley, 
Kennedy,  Lauten,  Leary,  Light,  McEnaney, 
McKenna,  McNary,  J.  Murphy.  J.  J.  Murphy, 
W.  H.  Murphy.  Nunan,  O'Mealey,  Perry.  E.  J. 
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Powers,  Reilly,  Shaw,  Snow,  J.  H.  Sullivan, 
R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevens,  Tracy,  Tuttle, 
Whall,  Whitmore— 44. 

Nays— Atwood,  Blume,  Bowman,  Clark,  Fot- 
tler,  Fowler,  Frost,  Ladd.  Lattimore,  F.  Mori- 
son,  F.  R.  Morrison,  Norton,  C.  C.  Powers, 
Richards,  Sanger,  E.  Sullivan,  Thayer,  Webster, 
Wilson— 19. 

Absent  or  hot  voting— Burr,  Carstensen, 
Coyle,  Dewey,  Dunn,  Haggerty,  Mahoney, 
Perkins.  Short— 9. 

Mr.  McNary  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
last  vote. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  move  to  assign  the  reconsidera- 
tion to  the  next  meeting.  I  trust  that  the  as- 
signment will  prevail.  This  is  certainly  a 
measure  that  ought  to  have  further  considera- 
tion than  we  have  given  it  tonight. 

Mr.  Whall — I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  Council  having  voted  that  the  debate  be 
now  closed,  debate  on  that  particular  measure 
is  closed  for  the  whole  of  the  present  session. 

Mr.  Ladd— That  would  be  an  absurd  position 
for  a  parliamentay  body  to  take. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  rule  the  point 
of  order  not  well  taken.    Mr.  Ladd  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  moved  to  assign  the  reconsidera- 
tion to  the  next  meeting  because  it  seems  to  me 
that  we  ought  to  have  further  time  to  consider 
it.  I  desire  to  urge  as  a  reason  for  the  assign- 
ment—and I  make  this  motion  for  that  purpose 
—and  why  this  matter  should  not  be  acted  upon 
tonight,  that  this  is  a  measure  which  is  entirely 
impracticable.  If  we  put  a  few  men  on  a  perma- 
nent basis,  the  same  reasons  will  apply  to  other 
men.  There  maybe  more  men  employed  during 
the  summer  months  than  we  can  possiby  em- 
ploy during  the  winter  months.  I  want  the 
Council  to  understand  that  this  has  been  an 
unusual  winter.  We  have  had  an  unusual 
amount  of  snow  in  the  city  and  everywhere  else 
this  winter. 

Mr.  Gomez— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  the 
gentleman  is  discussing  the  main  question. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  not  well 
taken.  The  Chair  is  of  the  opinion  that  the 
gentleman  is  giving  reasons  why  the  matter 
should  be  assigned  to  the  next  meeting.  Mr. 
Ladd  of  Ward  10  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  further  urge  as  a  reason 
why  this  assignment  should  be  made,  that  we 
ought  to  consider  that  we  cannot  have  the 
streets  of  Boston  in  a  perfect  condition  every 
minute.  When  the  snow  falls  we  cannot  expect 
a  man  to  stand  with  his  hat  and  catch  every 
flake  and  pass  it  to  one  side.  We  must  expect 
to  put  up  with  some  inconveniences.  It  is  in 
nature.  I  shall  be  able  to  urge  these  and  other 
considerations  at  the  next  meeting  if  this  assign- 
ment prevails. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Reilly  the  main  question 
was  ordered. 

The  reconsideration  was  refused. 

Sent  up. 

LUNCH  ORDER. 

Mr.  Whall  offered  an  order— That  the  city 
messenger  be  directed  to  provide  a  lunch  in  the, 
ante-room  for  the  members,  officers  and  report- 
ers, the  expense  attending  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Common 
Council. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  declared 
passed. 

Mr.  Whall  raised  the  point  of  order  that  the 
passage  of  the  order  must  be  by  yea  and  nay 
vote,  and  the  President  ruled  the  point  well 
taken. 

Mr.  McNary— I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rule 
whereby  the  vote  must  be  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  President— The  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

The  order  was  passed ;  yeas  57,  nays  7 : 

Yeas — Atwood,  Barry,  Bowman.  Carroll,  Cars- 
tensen, Chamberlain,  Cochran,  Coleman,  Con- 
nolly, Davern,  Desmond.  Dolan.  Duggan,  Fish- 
er, Foss,  Fottler,  Fowler,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gal- 
lagher, Gomez,  Harrington,  Hayes,  Kelley.  Ken- 
nedy, Lattimore,  Lauten,  Learv,  Light,  Maho- 
ney, Mi-Kiiaiicy,  McKenna,  McNary,  F.  R.  Mor- 
rison, J.  Murphy,  J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy, 
Nunan,  O'Mealev,  Perry,  C.  C.  Powers,  E.  .1. 
Powers,  Reilly.  Richards,  Sanger,  Shaw,  Snow, 
E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan.  Sund- 
berg, Teevens,  Tracy,  Tuttle,  Webster,  Whall, 
Whitmore,  Wilson— 57. 

Nays— Blume,  Clark,  Frost,  Keliher,  Ladd, 
Norton,  Thayer— 7. 


Absent  or   not  voting— Burr,    Coyle,    Dewey- 
Dunn,  Haggerty,  F.  Morison,  Perkins,  Short— 8. 
Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

the  mcgaragle  claim. 

36.  At  8  30  P.  M.— Order  to  allow  and  pay  to 
McGaragle  &  Co.  four  hundred  and  twenty-four 
dollar  and  eighty-live  cents,  on  account  of  work 
performed  and  material  furnished,  outside  of 
contract,  in  building  primary  schoolhouse  on  O 
street,  South  Boston. 

The  question  was  on  second  reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  didn't  have  a  chance  to 
speak  on  this  question  at  the  last  meeting,  and 
I  move  the  previous  question  now  for  fear  that 
I  might. 

Mr.  Sanger— I  certainly  hope  the  main  ques- 
tion will  not  be  ordered  at  this  time.  At  the 
meeting  last  week  it  was  voted  that  the  matter 
be  assigned  to  this  meeting,  in  order  that  Mr. 
Blume,  the  chairman  on  the  part  of  the  Council 
of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  should  be  allowed 
to  make  statements  as  chairman  of  that  com- 
mittee that  this  claim  was  a  just  one.  It  seems 
to  me  it  is  due  to  all  of  us  who  voted  to  assign 
this  to  this  meeting  rather  than  refer  to  the 
Committee  on  Judiciary,  that  Mr.  Blume,  who 
is  now  here,  should  make  that  statement. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  agree  entirely  with  the 
remarks  of  the  last  gentleman,  because,  at  the 
last  meeting,  I  voted  the  way  I  did  because  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Claims  was  not 
present,  and  I  understood  that  he  would  be  here 
toniglit  to  give  an  explanation  of  that  matter. 
To  be  consistent  with  the  position  I  then  took,  I 
would  like  to  hear  some  remarks  made  by  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Claims  on  the 
part  of  the  Council,  so  that  I  could  vote  intelli- 
gently. I  don't  think  it  is  fair,  after  the  action 
of  the  last  meeting  in  assigning  the  order  in 
order  to  get  an  explanation  of  it,  that  it  should 
be  choked  off  tonight,  without  giving  reasons 
at  all .  Therefore  I  hope  the  motion  will  not  pre- 
vail. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  stated  that  my  only  object 
in  moving  the  previous  question  was  to  prevent 
myself  from  getting  into  the  debate.  I  now 
withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  Blume— If  I  didn't  know  that  this  matter 
was  the  claim  of  one  McGaragle  &  Co.  I  should 
think  it  was  a  question  of  increasing  some  one's 
salary,  from  the  interest  it  has  stimulated.  Now 
as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Claims  I  am 
sorry  to  say— which  is  rarely  the  case— that  I 
don't  know  anything  about  this  whatever.  I 
will  explain  very  briefly  why  I  don't.  Since  the 
coming  in  of  this  government  we  have  had  two 
meetings  a  week,  usually  sitting  from  2  o'clock 
and  half-past  2  to  6,  and  sometimes  even  half- 
past  6  and  7  o'clock.  That  is  somewhat  laborious 
for  most  of  us.  Now  I  regret  to  say  that  on  some 
occasions  I  have  been  compelled  by  business 
pressure  to  be  half  an  hour  or  sometimes  three 
quarters  of  an  hour  late.  I  try  to  be  prompt,  but  it 
is  utterly  impossible  at  all  times  to  drop  business 
and  hurry  to  the  committee  room.  Now  the  oc- 
casion of  theMeGaragleclaim  being  out  through 
unanimously  before  that  committee  was  when 
I  was  not  there.  I  know  nothing  about  it,  except 
from  what  I  have  enquired  in  regard  to  it  since. 
Now  I  am  informed  that  McGaragle  &  Co.  did 
some  extra  work  on  construction  on  the  school- 
house  on  O  street,  South  Boston,  that  the  money 
was  appropriated  to  pay  these  hi  lis  with,  but 
there  was  some  difficulty  between  McGaragle  & 
Co.  and  some  party  who  had  furnished  him  with 
materials,  and  there  was  a  lawsuit  and  a  trus- 
tee process,  by  which  MeGaragle's  money  in  the 
city  treasury  was  trusteed.  Pending  that  action 
this  claim  for  extra  work  was  left  out,  in  order 
that  that  might  not  be  involved  in  the  trustee 
process.  Subsequently  that  was  ended,  and  this 
claim  was  then  put  in ;  but  by  the  time  it  got  in, 
as  I  ant  informed,  this  appropriation  had  been 
carried  into  the  sinking  fund,  as  required 
by  the  ordinances.  Therefore  when  the 
claim  did  come  in,  there  was  no  money  to 
meet  it.  Now  one  objection  I  must  personally 
have  against  this  claim  being  paid  is  on  the  in- 
formation I  have  obtained  that  it  is  some  four  or 
five  years  old.  I  say  that  any  one  who  has  a  just 
claim  against  so  good  a  paymaster  as  the  city  of 
Boston  should  be  more  diligent  in  bringing  in 
the  claim  and  not  wait  Ave  years,  until  the  mat- 
ter had  passed  over  several  city  governments, 
and  then  walk  in  and  ask  for  it  in  this  way.  It 
may  be  meritorious  and  it  may  not  be.  I  don't 
know  anything  about  it.    I  hope  some  one  who 
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knows  something  more  about  it  will  explain 
it. 

Mr.  Wilson — It  was  at  my  request  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  withdrew  the  previous 
question,  on  the  understanding  that  I  should 
renew  it  immediately  after  Mr.  Blume's  remarks. 
Therefore  I  renew  the  previous  question. 

The  main  question  was  ordered.  The  order 
was  read  a  second  time  and  a  viva  voce  vote 
taken  on  its  passage.  The  Chair  was  in  doubt, 
and  a  rising  vote  was  taken.  The  order  was 
passed,  27  voting  in  the  affirmative,  18  in  the 
negative. 

Mr.  Whitmore  and  Mr.  Ladd  addressed  the 
Chair,  Mr.  Whitmore  moving  reconsideration 
and  Mr.  Ladd  doubting  the  vote,  and  the  Chair 
recognized  Mr.  Whitmore. 

Mr.  Ladd— Mr.  President. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
you  recognized  me  before  Mr.  Ladd,  and  my  mo- 
tion was  for  reconsideration,  hoping  it  would 
not  prevail. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  move  to  assign  that  reconsidera- 
tion to  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

The  main  question  was  declared  ordered. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  doubt  that  vote,  and  ask  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  upon  it. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that 
the  gentleman,  instead  of  doubting  the  vote, 
asked  the  Chair  a  question  and  cut  himself  off. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

Mr.  Richards— I  move  a  suspension  of  the 
rule,  that  I  may  offer  this  order  at  the  present 
time. 

Mr.  Whall- I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that  the 
question  is  now  on  reconsideration. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  trust  the  reconsideration  will 
prevail. 

Mr.  Whall— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that  on 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  the 
previous  question  has  been  ordered,  and  no  de- 
bate is  in  order. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost.  Mr.  Ladd 
doubted  the  vote,  and  asked  for  a  verification 
by  yeas  and  nays.  The  roll-call  was  ordered, 
and  the  reconsideration  was  lost,  yeas  22,  nays 
34: 

Yeas— Atwood,  Bluine,  Carroll,  Clark,  Fot- 
tler.  Fowler,  Frost,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Ladd,  Lat- 
timore,  Light,  F.  Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison, 
Norton,  C.  C.  Powers,  Richards,  Sanger,  Snow, 
E.   Sullivan.  Thayer,  Webster,   Wilson— 22. 

Nays —  Barry,  Bowman,  Carstensen.  Chamber- 
lain, Cochran,  Coleman,  Connolly.  Davern,  Des- 
mond, Dolan.  Fisher,  Foss,  Gomez,  Harrington, 
Keliher,  Kelley,  Kennedy,  Lauten,  Leary,  Maho- 
ney,  McEnaney,  J.  J.  Murphy.  W.  H.  Murphy, 
O'Mealey,  Perry,  E.  J.  Powers,  J.  H.  Sullivan, 
R.  Sullivan.  Sundberg,  Teevens,  Tracy,  Tuttle, 
Whall,  Whitmore— 34. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Burr,  Coyle,  Dewey, 
Duggan,  Dunn,  J.  Gallagher,  haggerty.  Hayes, 
McKenna,  McNary,  J.  Murphy,  Nunan,  Perkins, 
Reilly,  Shaw,  Short— 16. 

The  clerk  read  the  order. 

Mr.  Whall  withdrew  the  doubt,  the  rule  was 
declared  suspended,and  Mr.  Richard  offered  the 
order. 

protection  of  trees  on  beacon  and  park 
street  malls. 

Mr.  Richards  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule 
to  enable  him  to  offer  an  order— That  His  Honor 
the  Mayor  be  requested  on  behalf  of  the  city  to 
remonstrate  against  the  passage  of  any  law  tend- 
ing directly  or  indirectly  to  the  destruction  of 
any  of  the  trees  on  the  Beacon-street  or  Park- 
street  malls  by  street  railroad  companies  or  their 
agents. 

The  rule  was  declared  suspended. 

Mr.  Whall  doubted  the  vote. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  should  like  to  hear  the  or- 
der read  again.  I  thought  it  was  a  very  inoffen- 
sive one. 

Mr.  Whall— I  move  that  the  order  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds. 

Mr.  Richards— I  trust  that  motion  will  not 
prevail.  Inasmuch  as  legislation  is  going  on 
this  coming  week,  certainly  this  matter  will  be 
brought  up,  and  it  is  very  important  that  the 
order  be  passed  tonight.  Therefore  I  move  the 
previous  question. 


Mr.  Whitmore— I  hope  the  main  question  will 
not  be  pressed  if  anyone  wishes  to  speak  to  the 
argument.  But  it  does  seem  to  me  that  we  all 
know  that  this  matter  is  coming  up  in  some 
form  in  regard  to  the  use  of  the  Common,  and  to 
refer  it  to  a  committee,  to  have  the  committee 
report  back,  will  bring  up  a  matter  which  is  to 
be  decided  at  the  State  House.  For  that  reason 
I  hope  we  shall  not  decide  to  do  it.  If  we  want 
to  do  anything  against  it  let  us  vote  it  down  to- 
night. If  we  want  to  do  anything  as  proposed 
in  the  order,  let  us  do  something  that  will  do 
some  good. 

Mr.  Whall — My  motion.  I  suppose,  takes  pre- 
cedence and  must  be  voted  on,  and  I  hope  it  will 
be  referred.  I  don't  think  here  at  the  eleventh 
hour  we  should  sit  as  a  tribunal  upon  the  merits 
or  demerits  of  the  Suburban  Railway  Company. 
I  don't  believe  the  city  of  Boston  is  going  to  lose 
anything  if  we  allow  the  representatives  at  the 
State  House  to  pass  upon  it.  We  have  intelli- 
gent representatives  from  Boston  there,  and 
they  have  probably  considered  this  subject. 
Some  of  them  probablv  are  upon  the  Committee 
on  Cities,  and  they  will  consider  the  subject,  and 
I  think  we  can  safely  trust  to  their  decision  and 
not  come  here  at  this  late  hour  and  try  to  rush 
through  a  measure  which  in  itself  stamps  with 
disapproval  the  attempt — 

Mr.  Fisher — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that  Mr. 
Whall  is  talking  to  the  main  question. 

Mr.  Whall— I  am  giving  reasons  why  it 
should  be  referred. 

The  President — The  Chair  is  of  the  opinion 
that  the  gentleman  is  giving  reasons  why  it 
should  be  referred. 

Mr.  Whall — It  should  be  referred  because  we 
shouldn't  act  upon  this  question  in  a  hasty  man- 
ner. I  don't  care  whether  the  Suburban  rail- 
road or  the  West  End  railroad,  or  the  West  End 
Land  Company  cut  a  slice  of  the  Common  or 
tunnel  and  cut  the  roots  of  those  trees.  I  can 
talk  safely  upon  the  matter,  for  I  haven't  any 
stock,  but  I  don't  believe  here  when  the  enter- 
prise is  objected  to  that  we  should  at  a  late  hour 
tonight,  with  a  little  assembly  of  72  men,  act 
upon  a  matter — 

Mr.  Richards— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order  that 
the  gentleman  is  not  discussing  the  previous 
question. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  rule  the 
point  of  order  well  taken. 

Mr.  Whall — Then  I  will  give  some  reasons 
why  the  previous  question  shouldn't  be  put.  We 
should  act  upon  the  motion  torefer;which  is  per- 
fectly in  order,  and  which  the  Chair  will  see,  if 
he  looks  at  the  rules,  that  I  have  a  right  to  discuss 
at  this  time.  But  under  the  ruling  of  the  Chair 
I  will  confine  myself  to  the  previous  question. 
I  believe  the  previous  question  should  not  be  or- 
dered, because  at  this  time,  if  ordered,  it  would 
give  no  opportunity  for  presentation  of  reasons 
why  we  should  not  act  hastily  in  this  matter.  I 
don't  believe  that  the  previous  question  should 
be  ordered  and  the  thing  rushed  through  to- 
night, because  I  have  confidence  enough  in  the 
wisdom  of  the  Committee  on  Cities  at  the  State 
House,  which  is  made  up  of  a  majority  of  Repub- 
licans in  both  branches,  and  has  among  its 
members,  I  believe,  distinguished  Republicans 
from  this  city.  I  have  confidence  enough  in 
that  committee  to  say  that  no  great  injustice  is 
going  to  be  done  tonight,  and  if  the  Legislature 
pays  as  little  attention  to  what  we  do  tonight  as 
it  ordinarily  pays  to  what  the  Common  Council 
does,  we  might  as  well  be  baying  at  the  moon. 
I  shall  certainly  vote  against  the  previous  ques- 
tion tonight.  I  believe  in  referring  it  to  a  com- 
mittee, where  it  ought  to  go. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  think  the  order  as  it  reads  at 
present  is  a  little  ambiguous,  and  leaves  it  a 
little  in  doubt  whether  we,  as  the  City  Council, 
are  to  commit  ourselves  to  the  plan  of  surface 
travel  or  tunnel  travel  on  Beacon  street.  I  am 
in  favor  of  the  spirit  of  the  order,  and  shall  be 
most  happy  to  vote  for  it  if  it  is  made  definite 
and  settled.  I  understand  from  what  has  al- 
ready been  said  that  it  is  aimed  at  the  scheme  of 
tunnelling  Beacon  Hill,  and  it  is  aimed  to  de- 
feat that  scheme  on  account  of  the  injury  it  will 
probably  do  to  the  roots  of  the  trees  on  Boston 
Common.  If  that  be  clear  I  am  certainly  in 
favor  of  the  order,  because  I  believe  that  travel 
on  Beacon  Hill  should  be  on  the  surface  and  not 
underground.  It  is  the  only  way  to  develop 
the  city  of  Boston  and  that  is  to  have 
our  travel  by  horse  cars  or  any  other 
conveyance,  on  the  surface.    Now  a  few  years 
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ago  the  little  hill  on  Water  street  might  have 
been  regarded  as  quite  a  hill,  and  other  hills  in 
Boston  might  have  been  regarded  as  quite  large 
hills  and  as  considerable  obstacles  to  travel. 
But  at  the  present  time  they  are  not  regarded 
as  any  obstacles  at  all.  I  think  that  inlO,  lSoi- 
20  years  f  rom  now,  Beacon  Hill  will  not  be  re- 
garded as  an  obstacle  to  travel  at  all.  And,  in 
order  that  Beacon  Hill  may  take  the  natural 
order  of  development,  and  become  a  business 
quarter,  it  ought  not  t>  be  tunnelled.  Therefore, 
I  should  like  to  have  the  privilege  of  offering  a 
few  amendments  to  this  order,  and  that  is  cl- 
adding the  words,  "that  such  a  course  would 
probably  tend  to  do  that,"— "that  the  tunnelling 
of  Beacon  Hill  would  probably  tend  so."  I  move 
to  amend  the  order  by  adding  those  words,  so 
that  there  may  be  no  doubt  about  what  plan  we 
are  opposing. 

The  President— The  gentleman  will  please 
put  his  amendment  in  writing. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  hope  the  amendment  will 
not  prevail.  If  Boston  Common  is  in  danger 
either  on  the  surface  or  underground,  I  hope 
this  Council  will  request  the  city  solicitor  and 
the  mayor  to  go  up  to  the  Legislature  and  right 
for  the  preservation  of  Boston  Common.  I  do 
not  understand  that  the  order  is  drawn  so  lim- 
ited but  what  it  will  meet  any  kind  of  attempt 
which  may  be  made  at  the  Legislature  this  year 
to  deprive  the  citizens  of  Boston  of  the  entire 
integrity  of  Boston  Common.  For  my  part  I 
want  to  vote  at  any  time  and  at  all  times  for  a 
measure  as  broad  as  that;  and  if  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  10,  whom  I  am  very  sure  does  not 
represent  the  wishes  of  the  people  who  live  in 
that  neighborhood,  desires  to  leave  any  opening 
whereby  he  can  hereafter  act  in  favor  of  any 
scheme  for  striking  into  B<  ston  Common,  I  hope 
that  scheme  will  be  rejected.  I  hope  this  Coun- 
cil is  prepared  to  vote  for  the  strongest  measure 
which  -we  can  ask  for  for  Beacon  Hill  in  or- 
der to  protect  Boston  Common.  There- 
fore I  hope  the  amendment  will  not  pre- 
vail, and  that  the  original  order  will  be  passed. 

Mr.  Lattimore  moved  that  the  amendment 
lie  on  the  table,  and  the  president  ruled  the 
motion  out  of  order. 

Mr.  McNary— I  merely  desire  to  state  that  I 
shall  certainly  oppose  the  amendment,  and  am 
in  favor  of  the  original  order,  for  the  reasons 
expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12.  I 
think  the  matter  has  been  sufficiently  discussed 
and  that  the  majority  of  the  Council  are  in  favor 
of  this  matter,  as  indicated  by  the  previous  vote. 
I  therefore  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Whall— I  sincerely  hope  the  Council  will 
pause  before  it  goes  headlong  and  passes  this 
order.  I  think  the  subject  is  one  ot  sufficient 
gravity  to  cause  us  to  pause  for  a  moment. 
Whether  this  thing  is  assigned  to  the  next  meet- 
ing or  goes  to  a  committee — 

Mr.  Richards— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  gentleman  is  debating  the  main  question. 
He  is  not  stating  reasons  why  the  previous  ques- 
tion should  be  now  ordered. 

The  President — The  gentleman  will  confine 
himself  to  giving  reasons  why  the  main  ques- 
tion should  not  be  put. 

Mr.  Whall— If  necessary,  I  will  prefix  to  every 
reason  I  give  that  I  hope  the  main  question  will 
not  be  put;  and  I  say  it  should  not  be  put  be- 
cause it  cuts  off  debate  and  precipitates  action 
tonight.  The  previous  question  should  not  be 
put  because  the  members  in  their  action  to- 
night may  be  scared  by  the  bugbear  of  touching 
Boston  Common.  I  revere  Boston  Common  and 
hold  it  s  acred,  but  when  the  improvement  of 
Boston  is  considered,  when  Boston  itself  is  to  be 
considered,  then  Boston  Common,  if  needs  be, 
must  be  sacrificed.  The  city  of  Boston  is  larger 
than  Boston  Common.  The  previous  question 
should  not  be  put,  because  delay  at  this  juncture 
will  not  imperil  the  interests  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton. The  previous  question  should  not  be  put, 
because  the  interests  of  the  city  of  Boston  can 
be  served  no  matter  whether  every  one  of  the 
members  of  the  Council  tonight  went  out  as  our 
electric  lights  will,  I  hope,  do  in  a  couple  of 
hours  from  now.  The  previous  question  should 
not  be  put  because— and  I  hope  the  gentleman 
will  see  that  I  am  talking  to  the  question — the 
interest  is  so  large  and  the  time  given  for  debate 
lias  been  so  small. 

Mr.  McNary— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
gentleman  has  exceeded  the  three-minute  limit 
allowed  one  member  under  Rule  27. 

The  President— The  Chair  is  of  the  opinion 


that  the  gentleman  has  just  half  a  minute 
more. 

Mr.  Whall— I  believe  the  previous  question 
should  not  be  put,  because  the  advocates  of  this 
measure  are  so  anxious  to  have  it  rushed 
through  tonight  that  no  matter  what  they  may 
have  said  for  fair  play  and  free  speech  on  other 
occasions,  if  I  did  not  know  them  well,  I  might 
say  there  was  a  nigger  on  this  woodpile  too. 

Mr.  Frost— I  hope  the  main  question  will  be 
put,  and  that  the  amendment  will  not  be  car- 
ried. I  think  we  can  trust  this  matter  very 
safely  in  the  hands  of  our  honorable  mayor.  I 
believe  that  all  our  sympaties  are  with  this 
measure,  and  that  none  of  us  want  anv  of  the 
beauty  of  our  Common  destroyed  in  any  respect. 
I  hope  the  order  will  be  passed. 

The  main  question  was  ordered,  and  the  ques- 
tion came  upon  the  amendment,  which  was  de- 
clared lost. 

The  order  was  declared  passed.  Mr.  Richards 
moved  to  reconsider. 

Mr,  Ladd  moved  to  assign  the  reconsideration 
to  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Wilson  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  believe  there  is  a  little  time  for 
debate. 

The  President— Ten  minutes. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  come  from  Beacon  Hill,  and  I 
think  I  know  what  Beacon  Hill  wants.  It  has  its 
face  towards  the  future  and  not  towards  the 

East,  and  therefore  I  trust  that  this  measure  will 
ave  some  further  consideration  than  has  been 
given  it  tonight.  Mr.  President,  we  have  Boston 
Common  and  the  Public  Garden  situated  be- 
tween the  centre  of  the  business  portion  of  Bos- 
ton and  the  future  residential  quarter  of  the 
city.    There  has  never— 

The  President— The  gentlemen  will  please 
preserve  order. 

Mr.  Ladd— There  is  an  obstacle  placed  be- 
tween those  two  places  that  must  be  passed. 
Now  the  travel  that  must  pass  around  that  Com- 
mon can  never,  in  the  future,  be  compelled  to 
go  around  only  one  side  of  it.  Provision  must 
Be  made  for  this  travel  in  the  future.  You  may 
put  it  off  for  a  time  but  it  is  sure  to  come.  The 
travel  will  come  on  both  sides  of  that  Common. 
If  the  centre  of  business  is  retained  on  this  side 
of  the  Common,  and  the  centre  of  residences  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Common,  as  it  is  at  pres- 
ent, as  it  is  destined  to  be  in  the  near  future,  we 
have  an  obstacle  to  travel,  and  the  flow  of  travel 
must  be  upon  one  side  or  the  other  of  that  Com- 
mon. If  you  provide  for  the  future  needs  of  the 
city  of  Boston  you  must  provide  for  travel  upon 
both  sides  of  the  Common.  Now  I  do  not  l>e- 
lieve  in  tunnelling  Beacon  Hill.  I  believe  that 
the  travel  should  be  upon  the  surface,  and 
therefore  I  am  opposed  to  all  schemes  for  tun- 
elling.and  therefore  I  make  this  question  an  ob- 
stacle to  tunnelling. 

The  main  question  was  ordered.  The  Council 
refused  to  reconsider.    Sent  up. 

RECESS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  informed  the  president  that 
the  city  messenger  requested  him  to  announce 
that  lunch  was  ready;  whereupon  on  his  motion 
a  recess  of  20  minutes  was  taken. 

Business  was  resumed  at  11.14  P.M. 

METROPOLITAN  RAILROAD  STABLE  AT  KGLESTON 
SQUARE. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  Mr.  Lauten 
offered  an  order— That  the  corporation  counsel 
be  directed  to  take  any  action  necessary  to  give 
effect  to  the  order  passed  by  the  City  Council 
and  approved  by  the  mayor  Feb.  3,  188G,  in  re- 
gard to  a  building  in  West  Roxbury,  as  per  a 
copy  hereto  annexed. 

[Copy.] 
In  lioAim  of  Aldermen,  Feu.  1, 1886. 

Ordered,  That  the  Metropolitan  Horse  Railroad  Com- 
pany be  nnd  they  are  hereby  required  to  move  a  wooden 
building  used  as  a  stable  situated  on  the  corner  of  Wash- 
ington and  School  streets,  West  Roxbury,  back  to  the  line 
of  said  street,  said  building  being  at  present  located  in 
part  upon  the  public  highway.  Passed.  Approved  hvthe 
mayor,  Feb.  2. 188G. 

A  true  copy. 

Attest:  Aug.  N".  Sampson,  City  Clerk. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

RULE  SUSPENDED. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  a  suspension  of  the 
rule  in  order  that  any  committee  reports  that 
are  not  to  be  considered  may  be  put  in.  I  have 
here  tliree  that  are  of  no  importance,  but  I  have 
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carried  them  around  for  two  or  three  meetings 
waiting  for  a  chance  to  put  them  in.  I  ask  that 
the  rules  be  suspended  and  that  reports  of 
committees  be  called  for,  merely  to  be  received 
and  go  over  to  the  next  meeting. 
The  ruie  was  suspended. 

CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Foss  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims,  recommending  leave  to  with- 
draw on  the  petition  of  Eliza  A.  Kyte  to  be  com- 
pensated for  damages  to  her  property,  24  Wabon 
street,  occasioned  by  blasting  on  Humbolt 
avenue,  Feb.  2,  1886. 

Accepted.    Sent  up. 

SUNDRY  REPORTS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  submitted  the  following: 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  on 
the  order  (referred  March  3, 1887,)  for  the  super- 
intendent of  streets  to  include  in  his  estimates  a 
sum  sufficient  to  provide  for  the  paving  of  a 
portion  of  Austin  street,  Charlestown— That  no 
f  ttrther  action  is  necessary,  as  the  said  estimates 
have  been  made  and  submitted  to  the  City 
Council. 

Accepted.    Sent  up. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Judiciary  on  re- 
port (referred  Feb.  24,  1887)  of  the  Committee  on 
Claims  on  the  petition  of  Louis  A.  Lauriat,  for 
abatement  of  betterment  assessed  on  the  estate 
of  Gustavus  A.  Lauriat,  on  account  of  laying 
out  Franklin  park— That  their  report,  hereto- 
fore submitted,  in  relation  to  Franklin  park 
betterments  bears  upon  this  present  case,  and 
they  therefore  ask  to  be  relieved  from  further 
consideration  thereof. 

Accepted.    Sent  up. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  that 
in  their  opinion  it  is  inexpedient  to  take  any 
action  on  the  order  (referred  Feb.  3,  1887)  to  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  amending  Chapter  17 
of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1885,  relative  to 
contracts. 

Accepted.    Sent  up. 

MORTON-STREET  GRAVEL,  BANK. 

Early  in  the  session  Mr.  Sanger  offered  an 
order— That  the  superintendent  of  streets  be  re- 
quested to  report  to  the  City  Council  what 
amount  of  gravel,  if  any,  has  been  purchased  by 
the  Paving  Department  since  May  1,  1886,  from 
the  owners  of  the  gravel  bank  on  Morton  street, 
Ward  23,  on  land  formerly  owned  by  Andrew 
J.  Peters;  what  amount  of  gravel  taken  from 
said  gravel  bank  and  used  b>  said  Paving  De- 
partment has  been  purchased  from  any  other 
persons;  to  what  persons  payment  have  been 
made  for  such  gravel  and  the  several  amounts 
paid  to  such  persons. 

Specially  assigned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sanger, 
to  this  evening  at  8  o'clock. 

Later  in  the  session  the  order  was  called  up 
by  Mr.  Sanger,  and  the  question  came  on  giving 
it  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Sanger— A  few  words  only  at  this  late 
hour,  Mr.  Presdent,  in  relation  to  this  order. 
Some  three  weeks  since  a  report  came  to  my  ear  ' 
in  this  hall  to  the  effect  that  the  present  city 
clerk  and  the  superintendent  of  Mt.  Hope  Ceme- 
tery were  owners  of  a  gravel  bank  in  West  Rox- 
bury,  and  that  during  the  past  year  they  sold  a 
large  amount  of  gravel  to  the  Paving  Depart- 
ment of  the  city.  A  good  many  of  those  re- 
ports which  I  have  investigated  have  proved  to 
be  bubbles,  and  while  this  is  not  perhaps  a  very 
serious  matter,  I  believed  upon  investigation 
that  it  was  a  matter  of  such  a  character  that  it 
should  be  submitted  to  the  Council  for  their 
action.  The  results  of  my  investigations 
are  as  follows;  I  find  upon  consulting 
the  records  in  the  registry  of  deeds  that 
Andrew  J.  Peters,  by  deed  dated  April 
15,  1886,  recorded  May  3,  1886.  in  book 
1722,  folio  81,  conveyed  in  consideration  of 
$11,948.40  to  Mary  E.  Galvin,  wife  of  John  M. 
Galvin,  and  Mary  A.  O'Neil,  wife  of  Joseph  H. 
O'Neil,  a  certain  tract  of  land  on  Morton  street 
containing  6.638  acres,  according  to  plan  record- 
ed with  the  deed.  That  deed  h.as  no  unusual 
conditions  or  restrictions,  and  there  is 
no  need  of  any  further  reference  to 
that  deed.  On  the  same  day  a  mort- 
gage was  recorded  which  apparently  was 
given  as  a  part  of  the  consideration  for  the  for- 
mer deed,  the  mortgage  being  for  $9448.40, 
running  for  seven  years,  at  4  per  cent  per  annum, 
signed  by  Mrs.    O'Neil   and    Mrs.  Galvin  and 


their  respective  husbands.  That  mortgage  is 
still  in  force.  It  is  a  usual  power  of  sale  mort- 
gage, with  no  unusual  conditions  except  the 
following  agreement :  "It  is  agreed  by  the  par- 
ties hereto  that  on  each  interest  day  semi- 
annually the  mortgagors  shall  pay  to  mort- 
gagee, on  account  of  this  principal  sum, 
one-half  of  all  proceeds  of  sales  of  stone, 
gravel  and  loam  made  during  the  preced- 
ing six  months."  The  note  which  is  re- 
ferred to  in  the  mortgage  deed  is  stated 
to  be  signed  by  both  Mrs.  Galvin  and  Mrs. 
O'Neil  and  their  respective  husbands.  I  find  in 
the  records,  Book  1752,  folio  558,  that  on  the  11th 
of  December,  1886,  the  Galvins  and  O'Neils  gave 
a  release  to  Andrew  J.  Peters,  on  account  of  a 
deficiency  in  the  land  in  consideration  of  an 
endorsement  upon  the  note  to  the  amount  of 
$262.80,  which  was  done  because  on  a  survey  of 
the  land  it  was  found  that  instead  of  having 
6.638  acres,  only  6.492  were  conveyed.  Those 
are  the  only  deeds  covering  this  land  I  find  in 
the  records,  except  another  mortgage  which 
was  dated  May  3,  and  recorded  July 
17,  1886,  for  $500,  running  for  six  months 
at  6  per  cent,  the  note  accompanying  being 
signed  by  John  M.  Galvin,  Mary  E.  Galvin  and 
Thomas  F.  Galvin,  the  names  of  the  O'Neills  not 
appearing  in  the  note,  although  signed  by  the 
Galvins  and  O'Neils.  So  these  records  of  the 
deeds  show  this  piece  of  land  in  West  Roxbury 
to  be  in  the  name  of  Mrs.  Galvin  and  Mrs. 
O'Neil,  and  I  found  a  few  days  ago  that  there 
had  been  no  recent  conveyance,  and  so  I  can  say 
with  some  assurance  that  the  property  is  so  sit- 
uated today.  I  have  consulted  the  report  of  the 
superintendent  of  streets,  which  is  City  Docu- 
ment 16  of  this  year,  on  page  61,  where  is  a 
schedule  showing  to  whom  and  for  what  pur- 
pose the  amount  expended  by  the  Paving  De- 
partment had  been  paid.  I  was  unable  to  find 
that  anv  amount  had  been  paid  to  either  Mary 
O'Neil,  her  husband,  or  Mary  Galvin  or  her  hus- 
band, for  gravel  furnished  the  Paving  Depart- 
ment. I  consulted  the  bills  in  the  auditor's 
office  and  found  there  that  there  had  been  filed 
in  the  auditor's  office  since  the  first  of  August 
five  bills  for  gravel  furnished  the  Paving  De- 
partment, all  receipted  by  John  M.  Galvin,  these 
being  bills  dated  in  August,  September,  Octo- 
ber, November  and  December  of  last  year. 
Adding  up  the  several  amounts  of  those  bills 
I  found  that  the  totals  amounted  to  $342.25,  and  ' 
upon  turning  to  page  65  of  the  report  of  the 
superintendent  of  streets  I  found  that  in  that 
report  there  was  stated  to  have  been  paid  to 
Galvin,  J.  W.,  for  teaming,  $342.25.  Now, 
gentlemen,  my  object  in  introducing  this  order 
was  to  find  out  whether  this  amount  paid  to  J.  W. 
Galvin  for  teaming,  stated  in  the  report  of  the 
superintendent  of  streets,  was  the  amount  cov- 
ered by  these  bills  in  the  auditor's  office  or  not. 
If  it  is  an  honest  mistake,  it  can  be  rectified. 
When  the  report  came  to  me  I  knew  that  by  the 
provisions  of  the  city  charter  no  member  of  the 
City  Council  was  allowed  to  make  contracts  with 
the  city,  but  there  is  no  provision  in  that  char- 
ter whereby  any  officer  of  the  city  government 
is  prevented  from  making  contracts  with  the 
city.  I  make  no  reflection  upon  the  superin- 
tendent of  streets,  for  I  believe  him  to  be  a  most 
honest,  capable,  and  efficient  official ;  but  I  do 
object  to  the  statements  appearing  in  his  re- 
port being  made  in  such  a  way  that  those  of  us 
who  are  after  information,  as  I  have  been  in 
this  matter,  are  not  able  to  obtain  it  from  such 
reports. 

Mr.  Whall— It  seems  to  me  that  the  names 
of  a  few  ladies  and  their  husbands  have  been 
brought  into  a  public  discussion  in  the  Common 
Council  without  any  seeming  necessity.  It 
strikes  me  that  if  the  gentleman  in  the  first 
division,  whom  I  must  admit  is  ordinarily  ex- 
tremely fair  in  his  treatment  of  every  question, 
had  been  guided  by  his  ordinary  conduct,  and 
had  thought  that  there  had  been  a  mistake  in 
the  item  of  J.  M.  Galvin  on  page  65  for  teaming, 
$342.25,  the  proper  thing  for  him  to  have  done 
would  have  been  to  go  directly  to  the  superin- 
tendent of  streets.  I  have  not  the  least  doubt 
hut  that  Mr.  McDonald  would  have  exposed  his 
books  to  him  there  and  given  him  the  precise 
item.  From  my  knowledge  of  the  superintend- 
ent of  streets  I  would  be  willing  to  assert  now 
on  that  knowledge  alone,  that  if  he  had  deliber- 
ately made  a  charge  here  of  Galvin,  J.  W., 
teaming,  so  many  hundred  dollars  and  so  many 
cents,  that  man  did  the  teaming  for  the  city  of 
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Boston  so  far  as  the  knowledge  ef  the  superin- 
tendent of  streets  went.  It  strikes  me  that  the 
gentleman  has  stirred  up  a  mare's  nest.  I  had 
imagined  from  his  premises  that  he  was  going 
to  show  or  prove  that  since  Mr.  O'Neill  has  been 
our  city  clerk  and  since  Mr.  Galvin  has  been  i 
the  employ  of  the  city  as  superintendent  of  Mt. 
Hope  Cemetery,  they  had  been  dealing  or  dick- 
ering with  the  department.  I  am  not  as  well 
versed  in  the  ordinances  as  I  might  be,  and  I 
do  not  know  whether  or  not  they  have  a  legal 
right  as  city  officials  to  do  that.  As  far  as  my 
knowledge  goes, I  think  they  have  a  perfect  legal 
right.  But  the  gentleman's  evidence  only  goes 
to  show  that  the  gravel  was  taken  from  land 
owned  by  the  wives  of  these  gentlemen.  Now, 
if  in  God's  Providence  I  had  been  blessed  with  a 
wife  [laughter],— which,  thank  God,  I  am  not,— 
I  would  not  have  had  the  least  scruple  in  the 
world— and  the  gentleman  knows  I  have  a  ten- 
der conscience— in  allowing  her  to  sell  mud, 
bricks  and  stones  to  the  city  of  Boston.  I 
don't  know  what  the  gentleman's  order  is  alter. 
If  he  means  to  have  Superintendent  McDon- 
ald explain  that  item  on  page  65,  why 
in  the  name  of  common  sense,  does  he  not  ask 
him  to  do  so?  If  he  doesn't  care  to  do  it  as  a 
private  councilman,  going  there  and  seeking  in- 
formation as  an  individual,  why  does  he  not 
now,  when  he  comes  forth  from  this  official 
capacity,  use  the  fairness  which  has  always 
characterized  him.  and  ask  Superintendent 
McDonald  to  explain  that  item?  But  the  ex- 
planation of  that  item  is  not  going  to  come  out 
bv  asking  how  much  gravel  was  taken  from 
such  and  such  a  place,  and  how  much  stone  was 
taken  from  another  place.  If  the  gentleman 
wants  this  matter  put  right,  and  wants  to  know 
how  much  was  paid  for  it,  the  auditor's  office 
is  open  to  him;  and  I  am  only  surprised, 
if  we  only  put  it  upon  the  question 
of  good  taste,  that  the  gentleman  should  have 
lugged  into  a  public  discussion  the  names  of  the 
wives  of  Mr.  O'Neill  and  Mr.  Galvin.  I  am  per- 
sonally acquainted  with  all  the  persons  men- 
tioned, and  I  cannot  see  for  the  lite  of  me  why 
the  order,  coming  from  the  source  it  does,  is 
phrased  as  it  is.  Unless  the  gentleman  can  give 
some  explanation  why  he  has  couched  the  order 
in  this  particular  kind  of  language,  other  than 
that  which  he  has  given  already,  I  shall  be  com- 
pelled to  vote  against  it.  If  he  desires  in  plain 
blunt  English  that  Mr.  McDonald  shall  reply  to 
the  question  as  to  the  item  of  $342.28  for  teaming 
by  Galvin,  J.  W.,  I  am  willing.  If  Mr.  McDonald 
is  covering  up  something  and  deceiving  the  city 
government  of  Boston,  it  is  our  right  to  know  it 
and  to  demand  knowledge  of  it.  But  I  think  we 
should  let  Mr.  McDonald  have  what  every  crimi- 
nal in  our  courts  is  entitled  to  know.  He  should 
have  the  complaint  formulated  and  substantial- 
ly set  out  before  him.  You  cannot  convict  a 
man  for  larceny  by  proving  that  his  grand- 
mother had  a  glass  eye.  You  must  stick  to  your 
first  complaint.  If  the  gentleman  in  the  first  di- 
vision has  any  complaint  against  Mr.  McDonald 
let  him  state  it  again.  On  the  other  ground, 
that  I  believe  our  officials  will  tell  the  truth,  I 
should  vote  for  it.  But  in  the  present  condition 
of  the  order  as  it  reads  now,  I  see  no  reason  for 
voting  for  it. 

Mr.  McNary— I  certainly  have  no  objection  to 
allowing  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11  to  get  all 
the  information  he  desires  on  this  subject.  I 
am  certainly  in  hopes  that  if  there  is  anything 
wrong  in  the  matter  it  will  be  explained  and 
brought  forward,  for  the  information  of  all  par- 
ties, counsel  and  citizens  generally.  But  it 
strikes  me  that  the  matiermay  not  be  as  deep  as 
we  imagine,  and  may  not  be  anything  more 
than  a  clerical  error,  As  I  understand,  the  item 
is  the  same  in  each  case ;  teaming  $242,  stone 
and  gravel,  $342.  Now,  of  course,  while 
the  superintendent  would  be  responsible  for 
it,  it  might  have  been  made  out  "team- 
ing, stone  and  gravel,"  and  "teaming" 
dropped  off  or  "stone  and  gravel"  dropped 
off.  That  may  be  the  whole  thing  in  a  nut- 
shell, but  of  course  not  having  looked  into  the 
facts  I  could  not  say  one  way  or  the  other.  An 
examination  might  show  that.  Another  thing, 
these  gentlemen  beiivg  city  officers,  as  I  under- 
stand it  is  claimed,  these  contracts  and  pay- 
ments were  for  material  and  work  performed 
last  year,  when  neither  of  the  gentlemen  spoken 
of  were  city  officers.  The  work  and  material 
were  ended  and  the  payments  were  made  by  the 
end  of  December,    The   gentlemen    were  cer- 


tainly not  city  officers  at  that  time,  and  became 
city  officers  on  the  1st  of  January.  The  form  of 
the  order  is  therefore  a  little  poor,  and  I  think 
it  should  be  amended  and  that  the  Council 
should  have  a  right  to  investigate  if  it.  wants  to. 
But  I  think,  as  far  as  presented,  that  there  is 
nothing  lo  be  investigated  as  he  imagines. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  think,  so  far  as  the  Council 
is  aware  at  the  present  time,  there  has  been  a 

Fretty  large  wash  and  a  pretty  small  hang  out. 
don't  think  the  amount  of  preamble,  to  which 
I  listened  with  the  utmost  attention,  was  justi- 
fied by  what  the  gentleman  has  shown.  If  that 
is  all  he  has  got  to  show,  I  move  that  the  order 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Streets.  I  think 
that  is  giving  it  as  much  consideration  as  is  be- 
fitting to  it.  Then  that  committee  will  ask  that 
question  or  anv  other  question,  and  of  course  the 
gentleman  will  come  before  them  and  suggest 
any  further  inquiries  that  he  sees  fit.  That  is 
right  and  proper,  but  on  the  information  before 
the  Council,  as  the  gentleman  has  very  truly 
said,  there  is  such  a  great  diversion  between  the 
grounds  laid  and  the  indictment  brought  that  I 
think  we  had  better  send  the  matter  to  the  com- 
mittee and  let  them  investigate  as  thoroughly 
and  as  fully  as  they  see  any  reasons  to  do.  I 
made  the  motion  to  refer  the  order  to  the  .Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Streets,  being  the  near- 
est one  we  have  to  the  subject. 

Mr.  Sanger — I  certainly  am  in  favor  of  that 
reference.  I  have  submitted  the  matter  without 
any  feeling.  I  stated  the  fact  that  there  was  a 
singular  coincidence  between  the  amount  of 
the  bills  for  gravel  found  in  the  auditor's  office 
and   the    amount    stated     in    the    report     as 

Faid  to  J.  W.  Galvin  for  teaming,  Decause 
believed  all  information  I  found  should 
be  stated  fully  to  the  Council.  Further, 
it  was  difficult  to  get  the  information  from 
the  report  which  I  desired.  I  found  from 
the  record  that  the  property  was  in  the  names 
of  the  wives  of  these  individuals,  our  present 
citv  clerk  and  the  superintendent  of  Mt.  Hope 
Cemetery.  I  believed,  therefore,  that  they 
owned  whatever  gravel  was  taken  from  that 
land,  and  I  thought  if  they  did  own  it  that  the 
bill  should  be  made  out  to  Mrs.  Galvin  and  Mrs. 
O'Neill,  instead  of  being  made  out  to  Mr.  Galvin 
alone.  But  even  if  the  husbands  were  to  come 
in  and  exercise  the  right  of  control,  I  saw  no  rea- 
son, seeing  that  the  title  was  in  the  name  of 
Mrs.  Galvin  and  Mrs.  O'Neill,  why  the  bills 
should  not  be  made  out  to  Mr.  Galvin  and  Mr. 
O'Neill  instead  of  Mr.  Galvin  alone.  Further 
than  that,  finding  that  the  money  was  paid 
to  Mr.  Galvin,  I  didn't  know  how  much  other 
gravel  had  been  taken  from  the  gravel  bank. 
I  thought  possibly  some  of  the  names  in  the  re- 
port of  the  individuals  to  whom  money  had  been 
paid  for  gravel  were  the  persons  to  whom  money 
was  paid  for  gravel  taken  from  that  bank.  In 
my  desire  to  get  that  information  and  have  the 
facts  in  writing,  I  believed  that  the  easiest  way 
was  to  put  iu  the  order  I  have  introduced,  ask- 
ing generally  to  what  persons  money  had  been 
paid  for  gravel  taken  from  that  bank.  Mi-. 
President,  the  reference  is  entirely  satisfac- 
tory. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Streets. 

NEW  SCHOOLHOUSE  ON  HEATH  STREET. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan  called  up  No.  28,  viz. : 
Amendment  to  order,  passed  at  last  meeting, 
concerning  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  construc- 
tion of  a  primary  schoolhonse  on  Heath  street, 
so  that  said  estimate  shall  be  considered  instead 
of  approved,  by  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions. 
The  Council  concurred  in  the  amendment. 

FRANKLIN    PARK  BETTERMENTS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  called  up  No.  39,  viz. : 
Report  of  Committee  on  Judiciary  that  the 
order  for  the  payment  of  95  per  cent  of  the  sum 
paid  as  betterment  to  any  person  who  has  paid 
to  the  city  the  betterment  assessed  on  his  estate 
for  the  Franklin  Park  improvement,  and  who 
lias  not  brought  suit  to  recover  the  same,— ought 
not  to  pass.  (City  Doc.  51.) 
The  report  was  accepted. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  or- 
der that  the  Dean  Primary  School  estate  on 
Wall  street  be  placed  in  charge  of  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners. 
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Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 
Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

JAMES  &   MAYBURY'S  CLAIM. 

26.  Message  from  the  mayor,  returning:  with- 
out his  approval  the  order  to  pay  Worthen  T. 
James  and  James  H.  Maybury  the  sum  of  $100  in 
settlement  of  their  claim  for  loss  of  a  horse  and 
damage  to  property  from  being  run  into  by  a 
steam  fire-engine. 

The  President— The  question  is  shall  the  or- 
der pass  notwithstading  the  mayor's  objection. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  trust  the  gentleman  will  not 
move  the  motion  for  previous  question,  as  I  am 
convinced  from  what  I  know  of  this  matter  that 
there  is  some  justice  and  equity  in  the  demand 
made  by  the  parties.  But  as  I'  understand  the 
opinion  of  the  corporation  counsel  it  is  to  the' 
effect  that  the'  City  Council  have  no  authority 
to  pay  an  illegal  demand  upon  the  city.  If  that 
is  so,  and  if  a  claim  of  this  kind  is  illegal  and 
cannot  be  settled  by  the  city,  then  there  is  some- 
thing wrong  somewhere  in  our  judicial 
management.  It  seems  to  me  that  if  a 
case  of  this  kind  cannot  be  settled  by  the 
city  we  should  immediately  take  some  means 
by  which  we  may  be  able  to  settle  claims  of 
this  kind.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman  to  with- 
draw his  motion  in  order  that  I  may  make  a 
motion  to  refer  the  whole  matter  to  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee,  with  the  request  that  they  as- 
certain the  facts  more  fully  and  see  if  we  can- 
not obtain  some  relief  from  the  state  of  affairs 
that  seems  to  exist;  as  it  seems  to  me  to  be  a 
hardship  to  people  who  are  injured  without  any 
fault  on  their  own  part  by  public  officers  in  the 
performance  of  their  duties,  that  these  people 
should  not  be  able  to  receive  recompense  for 
their  injuries.  It  is  an  injustice  which  private 
individuals  would  not  submit  to  for  one  mo- 
ment. It  seems  to  me  that  claims  of  this  kind 
should  be  settled  amicably,  and  that  if  we  have 
not  the  power  to  do  so  we  should  get  it- 

The  main  question  was  declared  not  ordered. 
Mr.  Whall  doubted  the  vote,  and  the  Council 
was  divided,  25  in  favor,  12  against,  and  the  main 
question  was  ordered. 

The  President— The  question  is,  shall  the 
order  pass  notwithstanding  the  mayor's  objec- 
tions? 

The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
the  order  was  passed  in  concurrence,  notwith- 
standing the  mayor's  objection ;  yeas  43,  nays  15: 

Yeas— Atwood,  Barry,  Carroll,  Chamberlain, 
Cochran,  Coleman,  Connolly,  Davem,  Desmond, 
Dolan.  Duggan,  Fisher,  Foss,  Fowler,  J.  Galla- 
gher, P.  J.  GaUagher.Gomez.  Harrington,  Hayes, 
Kelley,  Kennedy,  Lauten,  Leary,  Mahoney,  Mc- 
Enaney,  McKenna,  McNary,  F.  R.  Morrison,  J. 
Murphy,  J.  J.  Murphv,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Nunan, 

E.  J.  Powers,  Reilly,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan, 
Sundberg.  Teevens.  Tracy,  Tuttle,  Webster, 
Whall.  Whitmore— 13. 

Nays— Bowman, Carstensen,  Fottler,  Ladd,  Lat- 
timore,  Light,  C.  C.  Powers,  Richards,  Sanger, 
Shaw,   Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  Wilson— 13. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Blume,  Burr,  Clark 
Covle,  Dewey,  Dunn,  Frost,  Haggerty,  Keiiher, 

F.  Morison,  Norton,  O'Mealey,  Perkins,  Perry, 
Short,  Thayer— 16. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider  the  last  vote. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  trust  the  Council  will  pause  and 
consider  what  they  are  doing  before  they  pass 
an  order  like  this  over  the  mayor's  veto.  It 
seems  to  me  a  very  serious  matter  when  you 
have  the  opinion  of  the  corporation  counsel  that 
you  have  no  right  to  do  it  and  it  is  beyond  your 
power,  that  you  have  no  right  to  settle  the  case. 
We  should  pause  before  we  attempt  to  pass  it 
over  the  veto  of  the  mayor  and  in  spite  of  the 
opinion  of  the  corporation  counsel.  If  the  gen- 
tleman had  withdrawn  his  motion  for  the  pre- 
vious question  I  should  have  been  most  happy 
to  have  effected  to  refer  the  matter  in  order  that 
we  may  arrive  at  some  way  of  making  an  ad- 
justment of  claims  of  this  kind.  But  it  does 
seem  to  me  that  when  the  head  of  this  govern- 
ment, in  view  of  all  the  facts,  with  the  strong 
appeal  that  these  parties  make  to  a  common 
humanity  in  all  our  breasts,  when  he  finds  him- 
self unable  to  approve  this  bill  we  ought  to  hesi- 
tate before  we  set  aside  his  authority.  I  trust 
that  the  reconsideration  will  prevail  and  that 
the  matter  will  be  assigned  to  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  wish  to  make  just  one  an- 
swer to  the  gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his 
seat.    I  look  at  page  244  of  the  records  and  find 


the  opinion  of  •  the  corporation  counsel  in  this 
very  case.    And  what  does  he  say?    [Reading.] 

"1  have  considered  the  petition  of  James  & 
Mayburv,  for  damage  to  their  horse,  and  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  city  is  not  liable." 

That  is  what  he  says.  He  goes  on  to  quote  a 
long  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  the  effect 
that  officers  of  the  Fire  Department  are  public 
officers,  and  not  liable  for  their  own  acts.  Well, 
Mr.  President,  that  is  a  very  different  matter, 
little  as  I  know  of  law ;  but  I  cannot  see  that  it 
is  a  very  different  matter  from  his  stating  that 
it  would  be  illegal  for  the  city  of  Boston  to  vote 
any  money  for  this  purpose.  It  may  not  be  a 
strictly  legal  claim,  because  these  persons  as 
public  officers  are  not  strictly  agents  of  the 
city.  But  he  does  not  say  it  is  illegal  to  vote 
this  money.  If  wre  vote  it  I  venture  to  say  that  if 
the  warrant  goes  down  to  the  auditor  he  will 
pay  the  claim.  Therefore  I  hope  that  we  shall 
waste  no  more  time  in  bugbears  on  this  mat- 
ter. I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9 
that  we  should  have  a  more  clear  statement  of 
the  law.  But  we  must  get  that  by  going  to  the 
Legislature.  I  understand  the  common  sense  of 
it  is  that  these  officers  of  the  Fire  Department  are 
public  officers  and  in  doing  a  public  duty  they 
have  damaged  the  property  of  a  private  indi- 
vidual. If  these  officers  are  sued  individually 
undoubtedly  the  city  of  Boston  would  recom- 
pense them  for  the  damage  that  they  would 
have  to  pay  in  court.  Now  upon  a  little  matter 
of  $100  is  it  decent  or  right  to  take  all  that 
roundabut  way  of  settling  a  just  claim.  Why  of 
course  it  is  not.  For  $100  you  want  to  have  the 
man  hunt  up  this  fireman,  and  then  have  the 
fireman  come  in  and  be  sued  and  have  judgment 
against  him,  and  then  have  the  fireman  come 
in  here  and  say  I  was  a  public  officer 
doing  a  public  duty,  and  I  expect  vou  to  vote 
me  the  money  to  pay  all  these  legal  charges.  I 
hope  we  shall  settle  this  matter  according  to  the 
rules  of  common  sense.  I  have  looked  carefully 
through  the  opinion  of  the  corporation  counsel, 
and  I  fail  to  see  what  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
9  imagined  was  there,  namely,  something  that 
makes  it  illegal  for  the  city  to  pay  this  claim. 
He  merely  says  that  the  city  is  not  liable  for  the 
individual  acts  of  public  officers  of  the  Fire  De- 
partment. I  presume  he  does  not  state  what  I 
suppose  he  will  know  to  be  a  fact  that  if  they 
had  been  sued  and  had  paid  money  the  city 
should  reimburse  them.  We  have  taken  the 
shortest  way  to  settle  the  case,  and  I  hope  the 
reconsideration  will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Wilson — I  want  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Council  to  the  words  of  the  corporation 
counsel  in  the  opinion  given  upon  the  next  or- 
der in  our  calendar,  which  is  that  the  City  Coun- 
cil cannot  authorize  the  payment  of  this  money. 
That  opinion  is  based  upon  the  fact  that  there 
is  no  legal  claim.  In  this  case  there  is  no  legal 
claim. 

Mr.  Gomez — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order  that  we 
are  discussing  No.  26  of  the  calendar,  and  the 
gentleman  is  reading  the  opinion  that  refers  to 
No.  27  of  the  calendar. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Which  is  a  totally  different 
case. 

c  "Mr.  Gomez — Which  is  a  totally  different  case, 
and  I  do  not  think  it  is  connected  with  this  sub- 
ject.   I  think  the  gentleman  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  had  finished  reading  from  that 
opinion  all  that  applies  to  the  present  case. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  have  to  wait 
until  the  gentleman  has  finished  reading  before 
the  Chair  can  decide  upon  the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  Gomez — He  has  made  the  statement  that 
the  opinion  he  is  reading  refers  to  No.  27  on  the 
calender. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  wait  until  he 
has  read  that,  and  then  the  Chair  will  be  able  to 
form  an  opinion.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  9 
will  proceed. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  would  say  that  the  gist  of  the 
opinion  under  consideration  is  that  there  is  no 
legal  claim  against  the  city,  and  therefore  the 
city  cannot  pay  the  money.  I  am  fortified  in 
that  opinion  by  my  reference  to  the  other  opinion 
of  the  corporation  counsel,  in  which  he  says  that 
the  payment  of  money  cannot  be  authorized 
where  there  is  no  legal  claim. 

The  President— The  Chair  now  decides  the 
point  of  order  raised  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  13  not  well  taken. 

Mr.  Wilson— If  I  am  mistaken  in  my  opinion 
it  arose  from  no  desire  to  do  any  injury  to  the 
petitioners  in  this  case.    I  would  be  only  too 
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glad  to  see  some  means  provided  by  which  these 
claims  could  he  settled.  The  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  do  not  apply  to  this 
case,  because  it  is  clearly  a  case  where  the  cor- 
poration counsel  says  we  are  not  authorized  to 
pay  the  claim. 

Mr.  C.  C.  Powers— I  simply  rise  to  a  point  of 
order  and  make  the  suggestion  that  the  recon- 
sideration has  not  been  called  for  and  is  unneces- 
sary. 

Mr.  Whall— As  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
said,  we  have  decided  this  matter  according  to 
common  sense.  I  will  add  to  that  statement 
that  we  have  decided  it  in  accordance  with  the 
decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Massachusetts. 
I  cannot  now  recall  the  case,  but  I  can  give  the 
facts  upon  which  the  decision  was  based. 
In  one  of  our  country  towns  some  person  met 
with  an  accident  which  bef  el  him  at  the  hands  of 
a  public  officer— an  officer  that  was  an  officer  by 
law,  but  not  an  agent  of  the  city  or  town.  The 
party  brought  in  the  facts  and  petitioned  for  a 
gratuity,  and  on  the  heels  of  that  petition  he  put 
in  a  claim  for  damages.  It  was  perfectly  patent 
to  everybody  that  if  anything  was  given  by  the 
town  it  was  a  gratuity.  But  in  passing  the  vote 
the  town  said  it  was  in  settlement  of  the  claim 
of  John  Smith,  and  so  many  hundred  dollars 
was  voted.  Some  quibbling  person  who  thought 
that  the  town  did  not  have  the  right  to  vote  a 
gratuity,  and  thought  that  this  payment  was  a 
gratuity,  brought  the  case  before  the  Supreme 
Court  on  an  injunction,  and  the  Supreme  Court 
said  the  form  of  the  order  as  it  passed  the  town 
was  sufficient;  that  it  was  in  settlement  of  a 
claim,  and  it  was  acknowledged  by  the  town 
authorities  that  it  was  a  claim  that  was 
to  be  settled,  and  the  Supreme  Court 
refused  to  go  back  of  the  vote  of  the 
town  and  look  into  the  merits  of  the  case.  We 
have  precisely  the  same  case  here.  Our  law 
officer  says  this  amount  is  not  a  legal  claim 
against  the  city  of  Boston.  We  may  agree  with 
him  or  we  may  not.  Sometimes  I  venture  to  say 
we  do  not  agree  with  the  chief  law  officer  of  tins 
city,  and  oftentimes  he  does  not  agree  with  us. 
But  when  we  pass  an  order  clothed  in  the  phrase- 
ology in  which  this  order  is  clothed,  and  say 
that  $100  is  voted  to  Jones  and  Maburv  in  settle- 
ment of  a  claim,  then  there  is  not  a  Supreme 
Court  judge  in  Massachusetts  who  would  grant 
an  injunction  against  the  payment  of  that  claim, 
for  that  is  the  only  way  it  could  be  stopped  un- 
less it  is  desired  to  eo  to  work  and  override  the 
decision  in  one  of  the  earlier  reports.  I  now 
move  the  previous  question. 

The  President— The  time  for  debate  has  ex- 
pired. 

Mr.  C.  C.  Powers— I  wish  to  ask  for  a  ruling 
on  my  point  of  order. which  was  that  as  the  order 
is  in  force  the  reconsideration  is  not  necessary. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  decide  the 
point  of  order  well  taken  anckthat  no  reconsider- 
ation is  required. 

THE  DELEA  CLAIM. 

27.  Message  from  the  mayor,  returning  with- 
out his  approval  the  order  for  the  payment  of 
$500  to  Margaret  Delea,  on  account  of  the  death 
of  her  son,  who  was  killed  while  in  the  employ 
of  the  city. 

Mr.  Whall — I  rind  that  in  considering  the  last 
number  on  the  programme  we  departed  from 
the  rule  laid  down  in  the  city  charter,  which 
provides  that  we  must  first  reconsider  our  prior 
action,  and  then  after  reconsideration  we  are  to 
vote  upon  its  passage.  At  a  later  time  in  the 
evening  I  will  make  a  motion  relating  to  the  last 
order.  I  now  make  a  motion  for  the  reconsider- 
ation of  No.  27. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  should  be  very  sorry  to 
throw  any  doubt  on  anything  we  have  done,  but 
it  seems  to  me  the  wording  of  the  charter  hard- 
ly bears  that  construction  ;  the  words  of  the 
charter  are,  that  if  the  mayor  does  nol  approve 
of  anything  he  shall  return  the  same  with  his 
objections  to  the  branch  where  it  originated, 
which  shall  enter  his  objections  upon  the  rec- 
ord, and  immediately  proceed  to  reconsider, 
and,  after  such  reconsideration,  if  two  thirds  of 
the  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and 
Common  Council  pass  the  order,  then  it  shall 
be  sent,  with  his  objections,  to  the  other 
branch,  where  it  shall  also  be  reconsidered,  and, 
if  approved  by  two  thirds  of  the  members  pres- 
ent, it  shall  be  in  force.  Now,  Mr.  President,  it 
seems  to  me  you  decided  right  in  the  first  place. 
It  does  not  say  we  shall  make  a  motion  to  recon- 


sider. We  did  proceed  to  reconsider  it.  What  is 
reconsideration?  It  is  rediscussion,  reconsider- 
ation of  the  matter,  which  has  already  been  act- 
ed on  and  we  reconsidered  before  voting  upon  it. 
We  have  done  so;  we  have  reconsidered  the 
matter,  and  we  are  now  taking  new  action. 
Nobody  can  deny  that  in  this  case.  It  seems  to 
me  as  far  as  we  can  judge  we  have  complied 
entirely  with  the  provisions  of  the  charter.  The 
matter  came  from  the  other  branch  of  the  City 
Council.  It  does  not  require  any  order  to  take  it 
up,  and  the  charter  says  it  shall  be  recon- 
sidered, and  if  two  thirds  of  the  members  present 
vote  in  favor  of  the  order  it  shall  be  in  force. 
It  seems  to  me  the  Chair  ruled  correctly  in  the 
first  place,  and  1  shall  be  loath  to  throw  any 
doubt  upon  our  action.  I  would  hesitate  to 
make  any  formal  motion  to  reconsider,  because 
the  order  is  in  force,  just  as  Mr.  Powers  raised 
the  point  of  order  that  it  was  in  force,  and  no 
action  of  ours  could  take  that  force  away  from 
it.  The  law  says  it  shall  be  in  force  after  we 
take  that  vote,  and  I  think  the  previous  ruling 
of  the  Chair  puts  us  upon  the  right  course. 

Mr.  Whall— The  only  reason  I  made  the 
point  was  this:  When  I  heard  the  record  of  this 
bill  read  as  it  came  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  1 
noticed  that  the  record  stated  that  the  matter 
wa ;  first  reconsidered  and  then  passed,  stating 
the  vote.  I  do  not  kuow  but  what  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  is  correct,  but  I  do  not  want 
our  action  to  be  nugatory.  When  we  make  a 
vote  I  want  it  to  mean  something,  and  I  think 
that  in  following  the  example  set  us  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  namely,  taking  a  formal 
vote  before  reconsideration  and  reconsidering 
the  passage  of  the  order,  and  then  voting  either 
for  or  against  the  passage  of  the  order  over  the 
veto  of  the  mayor  we  make  our  action  positive, 
and  there  is  nothing  lost  by  taking  the  course 
which  I  suggest,  and  it  is  probably  safer  than 
the  one  which  we  have  been  taking  right  along. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  have  only  one  suggestion 
to  make.  I  think  the  gentleman  will  excuse  me 
when  I  say  that,  when  he  refers  in  his  argument 
to  the  fact  that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  did  it 
shows  that  it  is  right  for  us,  I  think  it  goes  just 
the  other  way.  The  probability  is  that  they  did 
wrong;  they  always  do  when  there  is  a  chance 
on  a  matter  of  parliamentary  law.  But  the  point 
I  wish  to  suggest  is — and  it  is  a  serious  one- 
Mr.  Gomez— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  there 
being  no  motion  before  the  house  this  discus- 
sion is  out  of  order. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  not  well 
taken. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  desire  to  say  that  this  point 
comes  to  me  from  our  clerk,  whose  experience  is 
certainly  worth  a  great  deal.  The  point  was 
this:  If  we  make  a  motion  to  reconsider  and  the 
Council  should  not  vote  to  do  so  in  that  way. 
where  would  we  be  under  the  city  charter? 
The  charter  says  the  reconsideration  shall  take 
place  and  then  that  his  vote  shall  be  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays  in  regard  to  approving  the  previ- 
ous action  of  the  Council.  I  .think  it  is  a  very 
serious  quest  ion,  the  way  it  is  presented  to  nie.and 
I  think  we  should  decide  the  matter  under  my 
motion.  I  see  that  my  friend  from  Ward  7  assents 
to  it.  If  you  should  put  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider it  would  be  in  order  for  us  to  reconsider. 
The  charter  evidently  intends  that  we  shall 
merely  reconsider  the  matter,  and  the  approval 
or  disapproval  of  the  mayor's  action  shall  be 
taken  by  a  yea  and  nay  vote.  I  rather  think  my 
friend  will  say  that  our  friend,  the  clerk,  has  got. 
us  both. 

Mr.  Whall— After  the  explanation  of  the- 
eminent  chief  justice  from  Ward  12  I  see  that 
the  position  taken  by  me  is  a  false  one,  and  the 
Council  is  taking  the  right  position.  I  with- 
draw my  motion. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  rise  to  add  one  word  to 
what  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  has  said.  I 
do  not  think  the  city  charter  is  explanatory 
of  the  Rules  and  Orders  of  the  Common  Council, 
and  therefore  I  think  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  is  correct. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence  not- 
withstanding the  mayor's  oh  ections,  yeas  45, 
nays  9: 

feas—  Atwood,  Barry,  Bowman,  Carroll,  C'ar- 
stensen.  Chamberlain,  Cochran.  Coleman,  Con- 
nolly, Davern,  Dolan.  Fisher,  Foss,  Fottler, 
Fowler,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez, 
Hayes,  Kelloy,  Kennedy,  Lauten,  Leary,  Ma- 
honey,  McEnaney,  McKenna,  McNary,  F.  R. 
Morrison,    J.   Murphy,    J.  J.    Murphy,    W.    H. 
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Murphy,  Norton,  Nunan  E.  J.  .Powers.  Reilly, 
Shaw,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan.  Sundberg, 
Teevens,  Tracy,  Tuttle,  Webster,  Whall,  Whit- 
niore— 45. 

Nays — Ladd,  Lattimore,  Light,  C.  C.  Powers, 
Richards,  Sanger,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  Wilson — 9. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Blume,  Burr,  Clark, 
Coyle,  Desmond,  Dewey,  Duggan,  Dunn,  Frost, 
Haggerty,  Harrington,  Keliher,  F.  Morison, 
O'Mealey,  Perkins,  Perry,  Short,  Thayer— 18. 

SCHOOLHOUSE  ON  H  STREET. 

31.  Report  of  Committee  on  Schools,  etc.,  and 
order  for  purchase  of  a  parcel  of  land  on  east- 
erly side  of  H  street,  between  'Fifth  and  Sixth 
streets,  (37,500  square  feet),  at  80  cents  a  square 
foot,  as  a  site  for  a  grammar  schoolhouse  in 
South  Boston. 

Mr.  Lauten  moved  to  specially  assign  to  the 
next  meeting  at  8.30  P.  M. 

Mr.  Leary — I  do  not  object  to  that,  and  one  of 
the  reasons  I  called  it  up  was  to  have  it  go  over 
to  the  next  meeting,  because  somebody  asked 
for  a  longer  time.  But  I  would  like  to  know 
what  is  the  special  reason  why  it  should  go  over 
now. 

Mr.  Lauten— I  have  been  requested  by  several 
gentlemen  who  desire  to  speak  on  the  subject  to 
make  a  motion  that  it  be  assigned. 

Mr.  Leary— I  hardly  think  that  is  a  sufficient 
reason,  but  I  don't  care. 

The  motion  to  assign  to  8  30  P.M.  the  next 
meeting  was  carried. 

NEW  BRIDGE  TO  CAMBRIDGE. 

Mr.  Tracy  called  up  No.  31.  viz. : 

Report  of  Committee  on  New  Cambridge 
Bridge,  and  orders  approving  a  certain  plan  of 
said  bridge,  and  requesting  the  mayor  to  apply 
to  the  Board  of  Harbor  and  Land  Commissioners 
to  approve  said  plan  and  determine  and  certify 
of  what  size,  shape  and  construction,  and  at 
what  distance  from  one  another,  the  piers  and 
abutments  of  said  bridge  shall  be;  and  request- 
ing the  mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature  for 
the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  city  of 
Boston  to  borrow  such  sum  of  money  as  may  be 
required  in  payment  of  the  city's  share  of  the 
cost  of  building  said  bridge,  such  sum  to  be  ex- 
clusive of  the  amount  the  city  is  authorized  to 
borrow  under  Chap.  178,  Acts  of  1885. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
upon  giving  the  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wilson  called  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  expressed  his  intention  to  vote  for  the 
first  order,  and  his  inclination  to  vote  for  the 
second  order. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  feel  at  this  time  that  I  shall 
oppose  both  orders  because  while  no  doubt  that 
it  is  an  improvement  which  is  bound  to  come 
in  the  future,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  time  has 
not  yet  arrived  for  it,  and  the  interests  of  the 
city  of  Boston  do  not  call  for  the  building  of 
this  bridge.  Probably  it  will  be  at  least  five 
years,  and  perhaps  10,  before  it  will  be  for  the 
interests  of  the  city  o  Boston  to  have  this 
bridge  commenced  or  even  to  take  the  first 
steps  toward  building  it.  Therefore  I  think  it 
is  premature.  That  part  of  the  city  of  Boston 
upon  which  one  end  of  this  bridge  will  rest  is 
not  yet  built  up,  and  it  does  not  require  a  bridge 
in  that  location.  It  is  a  bridge  which  will  be  a 
greater  benefit  to  Cambridge  in  any  event  than 
to  Boston ;  and  in  any  event  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  interest  of  the  city  does  not  require  this  im- 
provement at  the  present  time. 

The  first  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  Lattimore— I  move  we  adjourn. 

The  President— The  clerk  will  read  the  or- 
der. 

The  clerk  proceeded  to  read  the  order. 

Mr.  Lattimore— I  press  my  motion. 

The  President-  The  question  is  upon  the 
passage  of  the  order. 

The  first  order  was  declared  passed  in  con- 
currence. 

The  question  came  upon  giving  the  second  or- 
der a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  desire  to  enter  my  protest,  my 
feeble  protest,  against  this  order.  We  already 
have  a  Court  House  outside  of  our  debt  limit ; 
we  have  parks;  we  have  county  indebtedness, 
or  we  probably  will  have  county  indebtedness, 
and  we  probably  will  have  a  police  signal.  Now 
if  we  keep  on  and  get  a  few  more  things  out  of 
the  debt  limit,  although  our  revenues  will  be 
increased  by  having  the  county  expenses  taken 


out  of  our  tax  limit,  pretty  soon  we  will  come 
back  to  the  old  rate  of  $18  or  $19  on  a  thousand 
on  our  taxes,  and  it  does  seem  to  me  injurious  at 
this  time  to  ask  the  Legislature  to  allow  us  such 
large  expenditures  outside  of  our  limit.  I,  for 
one,  desire  to  protest  against  this  action,  know- 
ing, however,  that  it  will  be  futile  to  do  so. 

The  order  was  declared  ordered  to  a  second 
readiiig. 

Mr.  Ladd  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  declared  not  ordered. 
Mr.  Ladd  doubted  the  vote,  and  asked  for  a 
verification  by  a  rising  vote. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  would  ask  the  members  of  the 
Council  to  allow  us  to  have  a  yea  and  nay  vote 
on  this,  so  as  to  go  on  record— not  for  delay,  but 
to  go  on  record.  I  trust  the  yeas  and  nays  will 
be  ordered. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  the  order 
was  ordered  to  a  second  reading;  yeas  37, 
nays  9: 

Yeas— Atwood,  Barry,  Bowman,  Carroll, 
Chamberlain,  Cochran,  Coleman,  Connolly, 
Davern,  Dolan,  Duggan,  Fisher,  Foss,  Fottler, 
Fowler,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J,  Gallagher.  Gomez, 
Harrington,  Hayes.  Kelley,  Kennedy,  Leary, 
McEnanev,  MeKenna,  McNary,  J,  Murphy,  J.  J. 
Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Nunan,  J.  H.  Sullivan, 
Sundberg,  Teevens,  Tracy,  Webster,  Whall, 
Whit  more— 37. 

Navs— Carstensen,  Ladd,  Lattimore,  Light,  F. 
R.  Morrison,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan. 
Wilson— 9. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Blume.  Burr.  Clark, 
Coyle,  Desmond,  Dewey,  Dunn,  Frost,  Haggerty, 
Keliher,  Lauten.  Mahoney,  F.  Morison,  Norton, 
O'Mealey,  Perkins,  Perry,  C.  C.  Powers,  E.  J. 
Powers,  Reilly,  Richards,  Sanger,  Shaw,  Short, 
Thayer,  Tuttle— 26. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed 
in  concurrence.  Mr.  Tracy  moved  to  reconsider ; 
lost. 

QUINCY  MARKET  BUILDING. 

Mr.  Whitmore  called  up  No.  32,viz, : 
Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  and 
order  for  renewal  of  lease  of  rooms  over  Quincy 
Market  to  the  Ames  Plow  Company,  for  a  term 
of  three  years  from  April  1,  1887,  at  an  annual 
rental  of  $2500. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 
Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

LUNATIC  HOSPITAL  GROUNDS. 

Mr.  Shaw  called  up  No.  30,  viz. : 

Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Institutions, 
and  order  to  transfer  from  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  to  the  Board  of  Directors  for 
Public  Institutions,  for  the  use  of  the  Lunatic 
Hospital,  the  custody  of  a  certain  tract  of  land 
bounded  by  First,  Second,  M,  and  N  streets, 
South  Boston. 

Report  accepted ;  order  passed  in  concurrence. 
Mr.  Shaw  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

OCCUPATION       OF        STREETS         FOR        BUILDING 
PURPOSES. 

Mr.  Connolly  called  up  No.  35,  viz. : 
An  ordinance  (approved  as  to  form  by  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances)  to  amend  Chapter  28 
of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1885,  as  amended  by 
Chapter  25  of  the  Ordinances  of  1886,  by  strik- 
ing out  of  Section  8  all  after  "occupation." 
in  tenth  line  of  said  section,  and  inserting  in 
place  thereof :  "And  the  person  to  whom  such 
permit  is  granted  shall  also  be  required  to  erect 
and  maintain,  during  his  said  occupancy  oE  the 
public  street,  a  way  for  the  use  of  foot-passen- 
gers, at  such  time  and  in  such  manner  as  the 
said  inspector  may  direct." 

Mr.  "Wilson— When  this  matter  was  under 
consideration  before,  the  order  being  upon  its 
passage,  Mr.  Dewey  introduced  an  order  re- 
questing the  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  report 
whether  the  existing  ordinance  is  enforced.  In 
deference  to  Mr.  Dewey,  who  is  not  present  to- 
night, and  in  order  that  the  committee  may 
make  a  report  as  to  whether  this  ordinance  is  in 
force,  I  hope  this  matter  will  not  be  settled  to- 
night and  put  upon  its  passage,  but  will  be  al- 
lowed to  go  over  to  the  next  meeting.  If  we 
have  a  report  that  the  ordinance  is  strictly  en- 
forced, it  may  be  a  sufficient  reason  for  the  ma- 
jority of  the  counsel  to  continue  the  ordinance 
as  it  stands.  But  if  the  ordinance  is  in  force, 
there  may  be  sufficient  reason,  then  to  those 
who  oppose  this  ordinance,  to  stand  it.  I  trust 
that  the  matter  will  be  assigned  to  the  next 
mind  and  give  its  attention  it  is  certainly  this 
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meeting  in  order  to  give  an  opportunity  to  the 
committee  to  report  upon  Mr.  Dewey's  order.  I 
move  to  assign  to  the  next  meeting  at  9  o'clock. 

Mr.  Ladd— If  there  is  any  subject  on  which 
the  City  Council  has  been  asked  to  place  its 
subject.  It  has  engrossed  our  attention  for  a 
year  and  we  have  ample  information  upon  it. 
If  I  understand  the  spirit  of  the  majority  of  the 
members  here,  I  think  it  is  in  favor  of  acting 
upon  this  measure  tonight  and  not  having  any 
more  nonsense  about  it,  for  it  is  simply  non- 
sense to  undertake  to  compel  builders  of  the 
city  of  Boston  to  work  under  the  present  ordi- 
nance. I  do  not  care  to  say  anything  about  this 
matter,  and  I  trust  there  will  not  be  any  more 
debate,  because  I  think  it  has  been  worn  thread- 
bare by  debate,  and  I  believe  everybody  has 
made  up  his  mind  how  he  shall  vote  upon  it. 

Mr.  Kv  hall  moved  to  adjourn ;  lost. 

Mr.  Connolly  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Whall  — I  certainly  hope  the  previous 
question  will  not  be  ordered,  because  it  will  cut 
off  the  eminently  fair  motion  which  has  been 
made  by  the  gentlemen  from  Ward  9  to  assign. 
I  sincerely  trust  that  the  previous  question  will 
not  be  ordered,  because  it  is  a  matter  about 
which  some  of  us  have  thought  more 
than  others  ;  and  a  matter  which  we 
cannot  thoroughly  discuss  under  the  op- 
eration of  the  preyious  question.  I  be- 
lieve it  is  a  matter  that  should  have 
the  amplest  discussion.  We  heard  a  little  of 
it  at  the  previous  meeting.  We  have  not  heard 
it  fully  discussed  as  yet.  If  the  previous  ques- 
tion is  ordered,  then  we  may  perhaps  tonight 


do  something  which  later  on  we  may  regret.  I 
trust  the  previous  question  will  not  be  ordered, 
because  some  of  the  gentlemen  who  are  inter- 
ested in  it— noticeably  Mr.  Blume  from  Ward 
11— who  proposed  to  say  something  upon  the 
measure,  are  not  here  at  this  time.  While  I 
have  been  speaking,  I  have  ascertained  the  fact 
which  necessitates  my  making  the  point  of 
order,  and  my  point  of  order  is  that  a  quorum 
is  not  present. 

The  President  counted  and  said : 

The  Chair  is  of  opinion  that  the  point  of  or- 
der raised  is  wrell  taken,  and  the  Chair  is  of 
opinion  that  there  is  not  a  quorum  of  the  Coun- 
cil present. 

Mr.  Connolly— I  called  for  a  verification  of 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Whall— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  the 
Chair  having  declared  a  quorum  not  present, 
ipso  facto,  the  Council  is  adjourned. 

The  President— The  Chair  did  not  state  that 
the  Council  was  adjourned,  I  have  called  the 
attention  of  the  Council  to  the  fact  that  there  is 
not  a  quorum  present,  or  that  the  gentleman 
has  called  for  a  verification  of  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  Whall— My  point  of  order  is  that  the 
gentleman  has  no  right  to  do  that,  and  after 
it  is  ascertained  that  a  quorum  is  not  present,  no 
question  can  be  received. 

The  President— The  Chair  decides  the  point 
of  order  well  taken,  and  the  Chair  declares  the 
Council  adjourned. 

Adjourned  at  1.08  A.M. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Monday,  March  28, 1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Board  ©f  Aldermen  at 
4  o'clock,  P.  M.  Aid.  Donovan,  chairman,  pre- 
siding, and  all  the  members  present. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Haynes  the  reading  of  the 
record  of  the  last  meeting  was  dispensed  with. 

HEARINGS  ON   ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

1.  On  constructing  a  common  sewer  on  Walker 
street,  between  Wall  street  and  Russell  street. 

2.  On  constructing  a  common  sewer  on  Sara- 
toga street,  between  Prescott  street  and  Shelby 
street. 

3.  On  constructing  a  common  sewer  in  Jamaica 
street. 

4.  .On  constructing  a  common  sewer  in  Har- 
vard street,  between  Washington  street  and  Kil- 
ton  street,  Dorchester. 

No  objections.  Recommitted  to  Committee 
on  Sewers. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENT. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the 
mayor  appointing  Richard  F.  Tobin  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  for 
three  years  from  the  first  Monday  in  May,  1887. 

Laid  over. 

BOSTON  HEATING  COMPANY. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston,         ) 
Executive  Department,  > 
March  28,  1887.  ) 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Alderman. 

Gentlemen, — In  a  communication  to  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  on  the  28th  of  February  last  Icalled 
attention  to  the  bad  condition  of  some  of  our 
streets  where  wires  had  been  laid  last  fall,  and 
the  question  may  now,  with  good  reason,  be 
asked,  what  is  to  be  the  future  condition  of  our 
streets  if  all  the  petitions  for  underground  privi- 
leges are  granted?  This  I  consider  a  very  seri- 
ous and  important  matter.  It  appears  to  me,  if 
our  present  system  is  continued,  it  will  be  almost 
impossible  to  keep  our  principal  business  streets 
in  good  order  when  the  roadbeds  are  liable  to  be 
constantly  disturbed. 

There  are  now  in  our  streets  the  pipes  of  two 
gaslight  companies,  the  city  water  pipes,  the 
city  sewers,  conduits  for  electric  wires,  conduits 
for  telegraph  wires,  and  the  various  connec- 
tions of  the  above  with  the  adjoining  estates. 
It  is  also  among  the  possibilities  that  a  ci»ble 
system  for  street  railways  may  also  be  intro- 
duced, which,  with  the  addition  of  a  conduit  for 
hot  water  pipes,  as  now  proposed,  is  certain  to 
cause  confusion  and  make  a  nuisance  of  our 
streets  without  well-considered  plans  and  reg- 
ulations. At  present  no  systematic  plan  has 
been  adopted.  Rights  of  way,  for  the  mere  ask- 
ing, are  granted  to  different  corporations,  and 
if  we  go  on  as  we  have  been  going  for  a  few 
years  past  the  streets  of  the  city  will  be  monop- 
olized by  private  corporations  at  considerable 
expense  to  the  taxpayers  and  great  inconven- 
ience to  the  public,  because  the  irregular  and 
careless  way  in  which  this  work  is  being  done 
is  sure  to  bring  about  such  results. 

A  committee  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on  the 
21st  of  February  unanimously  recommended 
that  the  Boston  Heating  Company  be  granted 
leave  to  lay  pipes  from  the  South  End  to  the 
Harbor  Commissioners'  line,  including  all  the 
leading  streets  of  the  city ;  and  this  appeared 
to  me  the  most  unreasonable  and  extraordinary 
proposition  that  was  ever  submitted  to  the  City 
Council.  This  proposition  has  been  amended 
by  bounding  the  privilege  by  Sumner,  Devon- 
shire, State  and  Broad  streets  and  Atlantic 
avenue,  and  even  as  amended  and  curtailed  it 
appears  to  me  an  unreasonable  franchise  to 
grant,  because  it  embraces  our  leading  business 
streets. 

The  Boston  Heating  Company  that  asks  for 
this  privilege  wants  to  place  a  wooden  box, 
understood  to  be  about  two  feet  square,  crossing 
and  recrossing  at  short  intervals  in  each  of  these 
streets,  disturbing  the  entire  street,  for  the  pur- 


pose of  supplying  the  public  with  superheated 
water,  a  dangerous  article,  liable  to  cause  ex- 
plosions unless  guarded  against  by  the  best 
engineering  and  mechanical  skill,  and  even  then 
accidents  are  liable  to  occur  from  defects  in 
construction  and  material,  and  from  wear  and 
tear  that  no  human  foresight  can  provide 
against. 

A  great  many  years  ago  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment appointed  a  commission  to  consider 
how  superheated  water  could  be  utilized.  It 
was  under  consideration  for  many  years,  but  no 
city  in  this  country  or  any  in  any  other  country 
that  I  can  leam  has  put  it  in  practical  operation. 
It  is  now  tried  on  a  small  scale  in  the  city  of 
Washington,  but  the  authorities  of  that  city 
have  not  yet  granted  the  privilege  to  lay  the 
conduit  in  their  streets,  notwithstanding  the 
broad  avenues  of  Washington  afford  ample 
space  compared  with  the  narrow  and  crowded 
streets  of  Boston.  The  great  cities  of  New  York, 
Philadelphia,  and  Chicago  have  not  adopted 
any  such  scheme.  It  may  he  a  desirable  system 
of  heating,  but  it  has  not  been  practically  de- 
monstrated anywhere,  its  safety  has  not  been 
assured,  and  before  its  safety  and  practicability 
is  ascertained  beyond  a  doubt,  the  privilege 
granted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  is  a  danger- 
ous one  to  make. 

The  city  of  New  York  has  allowed  a  steam 
company  to  lay  pipes  in  the  streets  of  that  city, 
and  all  are  conversant  with  the  explosions  that 
have  taken  place  in  consequence  and  the  dis- 
turbance of  the  streets  in  that  city.  Recently 
steam  heating  in  that  city  ha«  been  underibetter 
control,  and  now  works,  I  understand,  verv 
satisfactorily.  If  superheated  water  was  less 
dangerous  than  steam  why  has  it  not  been  in- 
troduced there?  This  question  can  best  be 
answered  by  one  of  their  leading  engineers.  In 
a  recent  letter  he  says : 

"As  an  engineer  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that 
superheated  water  cannot  be  circulated  through 
a  system  of  mains  laid  through  and  under  the 
streets.  Hot  water  may  be,  but  that  would  have 
no  practical  efficiency.  .Superheated  water  means 
a  water  heated  above  210°  Fahrenheit,  held  un- 
der so  great  a  pressure  that  when  relieved  goes 
off  in  steam.  Such  water  is  in  itself  explosive ; 
indeed,  the  cause  of  most  boiler  explosions  is 
the  superheated  water  being  suddenly  relieved 
of  the  requisite  compression  to  hold  it  in  the 
fluid  state.  ' 

I  think  that  no  such  experiment  should  be  al- 
lowed in  our  principal  business  streets,  unless 
practical  work  assures  us  that  the  danger  can  be 
controlled,  and  that  the  public  will  be  largely 
benefited. 

When  the  subject  was  introduced  in  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  I  called  upon  the  city  engineer  to 
give  me  all  the  information  that  he  could  as- 
certain about  superheated  water.  If  its  intro- 
duction would  be  a  public  benefit,  I  would  not 
hesitate  to  indorse  the  action  of  the  Board.  He 
failed  to  find  that  its  practicability  had  been 
demonstrated  in  any  quarter,  and,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  any  such  information,  he  doubts  the 
expediency  of  disturbing  our  streets,  already  so 
much  occupied.  The  following  is  his  communi- 
cation on  the  subject : 

Office  of  City  Engineer,  ) 
City  Hall, 
Boston,  March  11,  1887.    ) 
Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Dear  Sir,— In  accordance  with  your  request  I 
have  examined  the  report  of  Chief  Engineer 
B.  F.  Isherwood,  United  States  Navy,  on  the 
Prall  system  of  supply  heat. 

It  is  proposed  by  the  plan  therein  described  to 
lay  in  the  streets  a  wooden  conduit  containing 
pipes  filled  with  water  at  a  high  temperature 
and  at  a  correspondingly  high  pressure,  the  ex- 
pansion and  contraction  of  the  pipes  to  be  pro- 
vided for  by  crossing  the  streets  at  right  angles 
at  frequent  intervals,  or  by  other  similar  contri- 
vance. 

To  warrant  the  unrestricted  introduction  of 
such  a  system  into  streets  already  occupied  with 
gas  pipes,  water  pipes,  sewers,  etc.,  a  positive 
benefit  to  the  community  should  be  assured, 
and  while  I  find  no  apparent  reason  that  this 
system  should  not  prove  a  mechanical  success, 
if  properly  constructed,  I  have  been  unable  to 
learn  of  any  place  where  it  has  been  applied  to 
a  considerable  territory,  or  where  it  has  been  in 
use  for  a  sufficient  length  of  time  to  demon- 
strate its  practicability.  Yours  respectfully, 
William  Jackson,  City  Engineer, 
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The  order  passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
says:  "If  from  any  cause  the  company  shall 
cease  to  operate  its  works  for  a  period  of  two 
years,  all  rights  acquired  under  said  order  shall 
be  forfeited." 

This  appears  to  me  a  very  liberal  condition. 
For  two  years  this  company,  when  they  cease  to 
operate  its  works,  can  control  our  streets,  and 
their  wooden  boxes  cannot  be  disturbed,  even  if 
the  space  occupied  by  them  was  necessary  for 
other  important  work.  This  is  a  privilege  that 
has  never  been  granted  to  any  other  corpora- 
tion, and  the  Superheated  Water  Company,  for 
experimental  purposes,  has  no  right  to  expect 
such  favors.  It  would  cost  considerable  money 
to  remove  these  boxes  from  our  streets,  esti- 
mated by  our  engineer  at  about  $10,000  per  mile, 
and  yet  they  are  allowed  to  rot  in  our  streets  for 
two  years,  and  then  there  is  no  provisions  made 
for  their  removal,  although  if  allowed  to  re- 
main must  necessitate  expensive  repairs.  Where 
a  horse  railroad  corporation  is  allowed  the  use 
of  our  streets  the  statutes  provide,  Section 
35,  Chapter  113,  that  "if  a  street  railroad  com- 
pany voluntarily  discontinues  the  use  of  any 
of  its  tracks  for  a  period  of  six  months, 
the  streets  or  highways  occupied  thereby 
shall,  upon  the  order  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
or  selectmen,  forthwith,  at  the  expense  of  the 
company,  be  cleared  of  said  tracks  and  put  in  as 
good  condition  for  public  travel  as  they  were 
immediately  before  being  so  occupied."  Wiry 
should  this  company  he  treated  with  more  liber- 
ality than  the  horse  railroad  corporations  that 
have  done  so  much  to  buildup  our  city  and  have 
proved  such  a  great  benefit  to  all  our  citizens? 

I  return  herewith,  without  my  approval,  the 
order  granting  a  license  to  the  Boston  Heating 
Company,  because  the  introduction  of  super- 
heated water  has  not  been  in  operation  any- 
where for  a  sufficient  length  of  time  to  demon- 
strate its  practicability,  because  it  would  disturb 
business  streets  already  largely  occupied,  and 
make  it  almost  impossible  to  keep  these  streets 
in  proper  condition  for  public  travel,  and  he- 
cause  it  is  not  clear  that  dangerous  results  would 
not  follow  its  introduction.  To  give  a  whole- 
sale license  to  a  company  to  occupy  our  princi- 
pal business  streets  on  both  sides,  crossing  the 
streets  at  short  intervals,  appears  to  me  a  dan- 
gerous precedent. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Aid.  Bromwich— Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  not  sur- 
prised that  the  mayor — 

The  Chairman — Aid.  Bromwich  moves  that 
the  order  be  reconsidered.  The  question  is  upon 
reconsideration. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  am  not  surprised  at  the 
mayor  sending  in  that  report,  because  I  can  see 
by  the  reading  of  it  that  he  has  been  erroneously 
informed  of  both  the  principle  and  methods  and 
almost  everything  appertaining  to  the  order  as 
presented.  I  think  myself  it  is  about  time  that 
we  left  off  our  old  plan  here  in  Boston  of  driving 
the  capital  of  this  city  out  to  the  Western 
prairies,  and  that  when  we  have  public-spirited 
men  here  who  are  willing  to  risk  their  capital 
for  the  benefit  of  the  city  and  its  inhabitants,— 
in  other  words,  to  spend  it  here  among  our  citi- 
zens,— I  think  we  should  encourage  them,  if  it  is 
for  the  benefit  of  the  city.  The  parties  who 
have  given  their  opinion  in  regard  to  the  utility 
of  this  superheated  water,  in  my  opinion  know 
less  about  it  than  the  committee  who  visited 
Washington  and  inspected  the  system.  He  says 
that  it  has  not  been  laid  in  the  streets  of 
Washington.  That  is  a  false  statement 
on  the  face  of  it.  There  are  about  4000 
feet  of  pipe  laid  in  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, and  in  the  presence  of  the  other  members 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  myself,  who  went 
there,  the  water  passed  through  that  length  of 
pipe  and  returned,  doing  to  perfection  the  busi- 
ness that  it  was  sent  to  do.  How  long  is  this 
old  city  to  wait.  I  want  to  know,  until  every  lit- 
tle village  has  accepted  improvements  before 
we  think  about  doing  it?  Millions  and  millions 
of  dollars  have  been  driven  from  this  city  out 
West  because  of  such  a  state  of  things  as  the 
putting  down  of  public-spirited  men  who  wish 
to  keep  their  capital  amongst  us.  This  is  only 
one  of  hundreds  of  such  cases  that  have  come 
before  this  Board  in  times  past,  and  which  have 
been  scouted  and  turned  away  as  not  feasible 
for  us  to  adopt  until  some  other  place  or  little 
village  has  accepted  it  and  found  that  it  is  ben- 
eficial.   You  see   a  little  humble  place  on  the 


prairie,  with  not  500  inhabitants,  and  in  10  years 
it  has  100,000,  and  it  was  built  up  by  Boston  or 
Massachusetts  capital,  because  at  home  there  is 
no  encouragement  given  to  them,  and  they  are 
obliged  to  invest  their  capital  away  from  here. 
You  all  know  what  a  wonderful  place  Minneap- 
olis is,  and  how  it  has  sprung  up  al- 
most within  a  few  years  from  a  small  place  on 
the  prairie,  and  almost  all  the  privileges  they 
have  there  have  been  obtained  through  the 
influence  of  Boston  capital.  I  move  that  the 
communication  lie  on  the  table  for  one  week, 
and  that  further  action  upon  that  order  be 
assigned  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board. 

The  Chairman— Aid.  Bromwich  withdraws 
the  motion  to  reconsider. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  renew  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider, and  if  it  is  reconsidered  I  hope  that  fur- 
ther action  will  be  assigned  to  the  next  meeting. 

The  Chairman— Aid.  Bromwich  makes  a 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  which  takes  prece- 
dence of  the  motion  to  reconsider. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  carried. 

NEW  COURT  HOUSE. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston,  ) 

Executive  Department, 

March  28,  1S87.   ) 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

I  transmit  herewith  for  your  consideration,  a 
communication  from  the  Commissioners  on  the 
New  Court  House,  relative  to  the  issue  of  bonds 
for  the  erection  of  said  Court  House,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  Chapter  101  of  the 
Acts  of  1887. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Boston,  March  28, 1887. 
Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor  of  Boston. 

Sir,— Under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  101  of  the 
acts  of  the  Legislature  now  in  session,  a  copy  of 
which  is  hereto  appended,  the  commissioners  for 
the  erection  of  a  new  Court  House  for  the  county 
of  Suffolk  respectfully  request  that  the  city  of 
Boston  issue  and  negotiate  bonds  to  the  amount 
of  $800,000  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  said 
act.  In  this  connection  it  is  proper  to  state  that 
of  the  appropriation  of  $850,000  hitherto  made 
under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  377  of  the  Acts 
of  the  year  1885,  there  has  been  drawn  on  ac- 
count of  the  Court  House  site  the  sum  $705,- 
936.50,  and  on  account  of  construction  the  sum 
of  $83,042.19,  leaving  a  balance  of  $1021.31. 
Respectfully, 

S.  B.  Stebbins, 
Thos.  J.  Whidden, 
Godfrey  Morse, 

Commissioners. 
[Appended  was  a  copy  of  Chapter  101  of  the 

Acts  Of  1887.] 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll,  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

petition  for  bay  window. 

An  order  of  notice  was  passed  for  a  hearing  on 
Monday  next,  April  4,  1887,  at  4  o'clock,  P.M., 
upon  the  petition  of  William  S.  Butler  &  Co., 
for  leave  to  project  a  bay  window  from  building 
No.  90-98  Tremont  street,  Ward  10. 

petition  for  steam  engine. 

An  order  of  notice  was  passed  for  a  hearing 
on  Monday,  April  18,  1887,  at  4  o'clock,  P.M., upon 
the  petition  of  James  Scales  for  a  license  to 
erect  and  use  a  stationary  steam  engine  of 
seven-horse  power  at  41  West  Canton  street. 

PETITIONS     REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Electric  Wires—  Fire 
Commissioners,  for  leave  to  attach  a  brace  to 
two  poles  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Telegraph 
Company  on  Mt.  Washington  avenue  bridge. 

To  the  Committee  on.  Railroads— Dunden  Bros, 
and  many  others, that  the  Consolidated  railroad 
be  requested  to  run  cars  regularly  on  Medford 
street,  Charlestown,  or  take  up  their  tracks. 

Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  for  a  loca- 
tor a  third  track  in  Tremont  street,  from  Ster- 
ling street  to  Ruggles  street,  to  connect  with 
tracks  already  laid  m  said  street. 

To  a  Special  Committee,  Consisting  of  Aid. 
C.  W.  Smith  and  Capen— Fitchburg;  Railroad 
Company,  for  permission  to  sell  unclaimed  bag- 
gage. 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Common,  Etc.— 
Mrs.  A.  M.  Putnam,  that  the  tree  in  front  of  No. 
49  Dale  street  be  trimmed. 
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To  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares 
(Aid.)— John  A.  Whitternore  and  others,  for 
leave,  at  their  own  expense,  to  remove  a  dead 
tree,  to  change  the  location  of  five  other  trees, 
and  to  trim  the  remaining  trees  on  Corey  street, 
Ward  23. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares- 
George  W.  Warren  and  others,  that  a  play- 
ground be  furnished  the  boys  of  Ward  25. 

To  the  Committee  on  the  Department  for  the 
Sxirvey  aiid.  Inspection  of  Buildihys— Charles O. 
Beck,  for  leave  to  build  a  wooden  addition  on 
Franklin  street,  corner  Braintree  street,  Ward 
25. 

To  the  Same  Committee  (A Id.)— James  W. 
Tufts,  for  leave  to  construct  the  cellars  of  build- 
ings 96-100  Portland  street,  one  and  one  half 
feet  below  the  established  grade,  and  for  leave 
to  excavate  to  the  curbstone  under  sidewalk 
at  said  premises. 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings — 
Company  A,  Ninth  Regiment,  M.V,M.,  for  an 
appropriation  of  $300  for  furnishing  and  alter- 
ing their  armory. 

To  the  Committee  on  Seivers— Remonstrance 
of  Daniel  B.  Stedman  and  others,  against  grant- 
ing petition  of  Robert  Swan  for  a  sewer  in  Win- 
ter street,  Dorchester. 

Notice  from  Boston  and  Roxbury  Mill  Corpor- 
ation to  discontinue  flow  of  sewage  through 
Muddy-river  conduit. 

Selectmen  of  Brookline,  for  leave  to  construct 
and  maintain  a  common  sewer  in  Pond  avenue 
and  Chestnut  street,  Ward  23. 

William  Bassett,  for  a  sewer  in  Caledonia 
street,  between  West  Chester  Park  and  Fal- 
mouth street. 

Margaret  Crilley,  for  abatement  of  sewer 
assessment  against  her  estate  on  Morris  street. 

Mary  J.  Bagley,  for  the  abatement  of  an 
assessment  of  $50.46  against  her  estate  on  Moore 
street,  E.  B. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  {Aid.)— Petition 
in  aid  of  N.  Y.  Brintnall  being  allowed  to  main- 
tain a  stahle  at  36-40  Miller  street,  Charles- 
town. 

American  Express  Company,  for  leave  to  oc- 
cupy a  proposed  brick  building  for  300  horses  on 
Congress  street,  west  side,  near  A  street,  Ward 
13. 

Annie  Coe,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old  wooden 
building  for  six  horses  on  Mam  street,  No.  434, 
Ward  4. 

Albert  H.  Stearns,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  building  for  three  horses  on  Beaumont 
street,  off  Adams  street,  Ward  24. 

John  Moiiey,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
building  for  two  horses  on  Dorset  street,  near 
Dorchester  avenue.  Ward  15. 

James  Walsh,  for  leave  to  occupy  anew  wooden 
building  for  one  horse  on  East  Eagle  street,  No. 
309,  East  Boston,  Ward  1. 

Boston  Catholic  Cemetery  Association,  Pat- 
rick Norton,  president,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
new  wooden  building  for  six  horses  on  Mt.  Hope 
avenue,  near  Canterbury  street,  Ward  23. 

William  Kellar,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  proposed 
wooden  building  for  two  horses  on  Westville 
street,  near  Geneva  avenue,  Ward  24. 

Haffenreffer  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
brick  building  for  30  horses  on  Germama  street, 
near  Bismarck  street,  Ward  23. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps — Edmond  Ualy 
and  others,  for  public  lamps  on  Washington 
street,  from  Beach  to  Cottage  streets,  Ward  23. 

Albert  Lewis  and  others,  for  public  lamps  in 
St.  John  street.  Ward  23. 

Rev.  James  N,  Supple  and  others,  for  a  public 
lamp  at  corner  of  Bunker  Hill  and  Quincy 
streets,  Ward  4. 

James  R.  Taylor  and  others,  for  three  or  more 
lights  on  Sydney  street.  Dorchester. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims — John  C.  Nichols, 
for  compensation  for  personal  injuries  received 
by  reason  of  an  alleged  defect  on  Boylston  street, 
Dec.  20. 1886. 

Martin  Norton,  for  compensation  for  damages 
to  his  property  caused  by  the  damming  of  Stony 
brook  at  Florence  street,  Ward  23. 

Thomas  Carey,  for  damages  by  the  injury  of 
his  property  caused  by  damming  of  Stony  brook 
at  Florence  street. 

Thalia  E.  Lewis,  for  compensation  for  personal 
injuries  received  by  reason  of  an  alleged  defect 
in  the  sidewalk  adjoining  the  Hotel  Lafayette, 
near  the  comer  of  Isabella  street  and  Columbus 
avenue,  Jan.  22,  1882. 

Jesse  W.  Reno,  for  compensation  for  personal 


injuries  received  from  an  alleged  defect  in 
Devonshire  street,  Jan.  6, 1887. 

Susannah  Eaton,  for  compensation  for  personal 
injuries  received  for  an  alleged  defect  m  Cam- 
bridge street,  Ward  9,  Feb.  8,  1887. 

Carl  Hand,  for  compensation  for  personal  in- 
juries received  by  reason  of  an  alleged  defect  in 
West  Brookline  street,  Jan.  4,  1887. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving— John  Whitta- 
ker  and  others,  for  a  plank  walk  on  Norfolk 
avenue  (south  side),  from  Magazine  street  to 
Cottage  street. 

Edmond  Daly  and  others,  for  a  continuation 
of  the  plank  walk  on  Washington  street,  W.  R., 
from  Beacii  street  to  Cottage  street. 

P.  J.  Oalnan,  for  license  to  sprinkle  certain 
streets  in  Charlestown. 

John  F.  Callahan  and  others,  that  Lincoln 
street,  between  Beach  and  Kneeiand  streets,  be 
repaved  with  granite  blocks. 

George  Fera,  for  leave  to  excavate  the  side- 
walk at  No.  39  Mason  street,  for  the  purpose  of 
constructing  a  coal  hole. 

A.  P.  Martin  and  others,  for  plank  walk  on 
Norfolk  street  Ward  24. 

Frank  Ferdinand,  for  leave  to  place  a  coal  hole 
in  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  estates  at  11  and  13 
Warren  street,  Roxbury. 

Patrick  O'Connor  and  others,  for  edgestones 
and  sidewalks  on  Frederick  street,  and  that 
said  street  be  put  in  order  for  public  travel. 

John  Carey  and  others,  for  edgestones  and  side- 
walks on  West  Lark  street,  Ward  15,  from  West 
Ninth  street  to  the  Old  Colony  railroad,  and  that 
said  street  be  macadamized. 

John  Downey,  for  brick  sidewalk  at  24  Prentiss 
street.  Ward  19. 

W.  B.  Foster,  for  edgestone  and  brick  sidewalk 
on  Ninth  street,  corner  M  street. 

Mary  F.  Bangs,  for  edgestones  on  Carson 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police  (Aid.)— John 
Mulrey,  to  be  compensated  for  the  loss  of  fowls 
killed  by  a  dog  March  18.  1887. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  M.  Turrell,  for  compensation 
for  the  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs  March  19, 
1887. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines,  Etc.— 
F.  G.  Heath,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
boiler  of  six-horse  power  for  heating  purposes 
at  43  East  Concord  street. 

H.  &  R.  Atwood,  for  leave  to  erect  and  use  a 
steam  boiler  of  eight-horse  power  for  boiling 
lobsters,  at  146-148  Atlantic  avenue. 

Thomas  Burke,  for  leave  to  erect  and  use  a 
small  furnace  for  melting  purposes,  at  67  India 
street. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

5.  Report  of  Committee  on  Ordinances,  inexpe- 
dient to  take  any  action  on  order  referred  by  the 
Common  Council  to  consider  the  advisability  of 
amending  Chapter  17  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1885,  relative  to  contracts.  Accepted  in  con- 
currence. 

6.  Report  of  Committee  on  Appropriations,  no 
action  necessary  on  order  for  superintendent  of 
streets  to  include  in  his  estimates  a  sum  suffi- 
cient to  pave  a  portion  of  Austin  street,  Charles- 
town.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

7.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims.leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Eliza  A.  Kyte  for  compensa- 
tion for  damages  to  her  property,  28  Wabon 
street,  caused  by  blasting  on  Humboldt  avenue. 
Accepted  in  concurrence. 

8.  The  order  that  so  much  of  the  order,  ap- 
proved May  25,  1877,  relating  to  the  construction 
of  the  English  High  and  Latin  School  buildings, 
and  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  same  from 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  certain  school  prop- 
erties, as  relates  to  the  sale  of  the  Old  Franklin 
Schoolhouse  on  Washington  street,  near  Dover 
street,  be  hereby  rescinded,  returned  to  Com- 
mon Council  for  not  having  received  the  neces- 
sary two-thirds  vote,  came  back  with  this  in- 
dorsement: Passed;  yeas  63,  nays  none. 

Passed  in  concurrence:  yeas  12,  nays  0. 

9.  Order  that  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions include  specifically  in  their  report  of  the 
appropriation  for  the  Paving  Department  a  suf- 
ficient sum  of  money  to  place  the  employees  in 
that  department  on  a  permanently  employed 
basis.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

10.  Order  thatthe  Committee  on  Ordinances 
consider  and  report  what  changes,  if  any, 
should  be  made  in  Section  7  of  Chapter  36  of  the 
Revised  Ordinances  of  1885.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 
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11.  Order  that  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  extend  the  hospitalities  of  the  city 
of  Boston  to  Queen  Kapiolani  of  the  Sandwich 
Islands  and  suite  during  their  stay  in  Boston,  on 
their  way  to  England,  the  expense  attending 
the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
incidental  expenses.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

12.  Order  that  a  ioint  special  committee,  con- 
sisting of  Messrs.  Reilly,  Fisher  and  Sundberg, 
with  such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  join, 
be  appointed  to  prepare  and  report  a  programme 
for  the  celebration  in  Charlestown  of  the  anni- 
versary of  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  on  the  17th 
of  June  next ;  such  programme  to  be  based  upon 
the  expenditure  of  the  anticipated  appropria- 
tion of  $3000,  and  the  income  of  the  Foss  and 
Babcock  funds.  Passed  in  concurrence,  and,  on 
motion  of  Aid.  Carroll,  Aid.  Donovan  and 
Bromwich  were  appointed  on  said  committee. 

13.  Order  that  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed, on  behalf  of  the  city,  to  remonstrate  against 
the  passage,  of  any  law  tending  directly  or  indi- 
rectly to  the  destruction  of  any  of  the  trees  on 
the  Beacon-street  or  Park-street  malls  by  street 
railroad  companies  or  their  agents. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Aid.  McLaughlin,  to 
the  Committee  on  Common. 

Later  in  the  session  Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  said :  If 
it  is  in  order  I  would  move  to  reconsider  the 
vote  passed  on  No.  13.  It  doesn't  seem  to  me  it 
is  necessary  to  refer  a  small  order  of  that  kind 
to  a  committee.  I  think  we  are  as  well  able  to 
judge  of  the  merits  of  it  now  as  after  the  com- 
mittee report  on  it.  And  I  hope  we  shall  recon- 
sider the  vote  and  either  pass  it  or  reject  it. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  think  this  is  more  than  a 
frivolous  thing— I  don't  care  what  the  alderman 
says.  We  have  just  had  a  very  frivolous  thing 
happen  here,  although  the  aldermen  thought  it 
wasn't  very  frivolous.  Now  as  this  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Common,  which  I  think 
was  the  proper  place,  I  hope  we  shall  not  recon- 
sider. 

Aid.  Lee— I  trust  that  the  motion  as  made  by 
the  alderman  on  my  left  will  prevail.  I  fully 
agree  with  him  that  it  is  not  the  proper  commit- 
tee to  refer  a  communication  of  that  kind  to  at 
this  time.  The  matter  is  now  being  considered 
before  the  Legislature,  and  it  seems  to  me,  sir, 
the  proper  committee  to  refer  it  to  would  be  the 
Committee  on  Legislative  Affairs,  and  if  the 
motion  to  reconsider  prevails  I  will  make  the 
motion  that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Legislative  Affairs. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— I  made  that  motion,  sir, 
because  I  saw  there  was  a  question  which  came 
up  that  should  be  acted  upon  by  the  Committee 
on  Common.  I  don't  know  how  far  they  have 
got  in  the  Legislature,  but  I  trust  that  anything 
that  will  directly  or  indirectly  interfere  with 
the  trees  on  the  Common  will  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Common.  I  think  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common  should  investigate  the  sub- 
ject. It  should  come  before  them,  and  for  that 
reason  I  hope  it  will  not  be  reconsidered. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  declared  lost. 
Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  doubted  the  vote;  a  rising 
vote  was  taken  and  the  motion  to  reconsider 
was  lost,  3  voting  in  the  affirmative,  5  in  the 
negative. 

14.  Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
directed  to  take  any  action  necessary  to  give 
effect  to  the  order  passed  by  the  City  Council 
and  approved  by  the  mayor,  Feb.  2,  1886,  in  re- 
gard to  the  building  in  West  Roxbury,  as  per 
copy  hereto  annexed,  viz. : 

That  the  Metropolitan  Horse  Railroad  Com- 
pany be  and  they  are  hereby  required  to  move  a 
wooden  building,  used  as  a  stable,  situated  on 
the  corner  of  Washington  and  School  streets, 
West  Roxbury.  back  to  the  line  of  said  street  on 
said  Washington  street,  said  building  being  at 
present  located  in  part  upon  the  public  high- 
way. 

The  Chairman— This  order  is  not  properly  be- 
fore this  Board  for  concurrence,  as  it  relates  to 
a  matter  over  which  the  Common  Council  has 
no  control.  Aid.  Carroll  moves  that  the  order 
be  returned  to  the  Common  Council. 

It  was  voted  that  the  order  be  returned  to  the 
Common  Council. 

CONFIRMATIONS  OF  EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENTS. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  Board  pro- 
ceeded to  act  on  the  confirmation  of  the  execu- 
tive appointments  submitted  at  the  last  meet- 
ing. 

Nominations  of  His  Honor  the  Mayor: 


15.  John  M.  Davis  and  Leslie  A.  Pike,  to  be  in- 
spectors of  pressed  or  bundled  hay  and  straw. 

The  question  was  on  confirmation. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  have  been  waited  on  by 
three  gentlemen  who  called  my  attention  to 
the  fact  that  one  of  the  gentlemen  nominated 
is  not  a  citizen  of  Boston.  I  don't  desire  to  in- 
jure the  gentleman  any  and  I  have  sent  to  Mr. 
Carney  to  rind  out  if  such  was  the  fact,  that  he 
may  have  a  chance  to  explain  so  that  no  injury 
may  be  done  him,  as  I  don't  intend  to  do  him 
any  injury.  I  don't  know  the  gentleman  and 
never  saw  him  in  my  life.  I  move  you,  sir,  that 
the  name  of  Leslie  A.  Pike  lie  on  the  table. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  would  say  as  this  happens 
to  be  the  person  I  proposed,  and  the  only  man 
I  ever  proposed  for  anything  of  the  kind— 

The  Chairman— No  discussion  is  in  order. 
The  Chair  will  also  inform  the  gentlemen  of  the 
Board  that  the  question  is  only  on  the  confirm- 
ation of  one  nominee. 

The  question  was  on  the  confirmation  of  John 
M.  Davis. 

Committee-Aid.  Carroll,  C.  W.  Smith.  Whole 
number  of  votes  11 ;  yeas  10,  no  1,  and  the  nom- 
ination of  Mr.  Davis  was  confirmed. 

The  question  came  on  the  confirmation  of  the 
appointment  of  Leslie  A.  Pike. 

Aid.  Carroll— On  the  grounds  which  I  have 
already  advanced,  referring  entirely  to  Mr. 
Pike,  I  move  that  the  matter  lie  on  the  table 
for  one  week. 

Aid.  Bromwich— Mr.  President. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  will  withdraw  the  motion 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  information. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  will  say  in  regard  to  the 
gentleman  who  is  supposed  not  to  be  a  citizen 
of  Boston  that  he  has  been  a  resident  here  two 
or  three  years,  coming  here  from  a  neighboring 
State.  His  name  was  submitted  to  me  for 
presentation  by  one  of  the  oldest  inhabitants. 
He  may  not  have  been  registered,  and  there  are 
a  great  many  of  us  who  have  lived  here  many 
years  who  at  times  have  not  been  registered 
through  some  oversight  of  the  assessors,  I  don't 
know  whether  the  alderman  opposite  has  any 
more  evidence  to  give  than  that  because  he 
isn't  registered  at  the  office  of  the  registrars  of 
voters  he  is  not  a  citizen.  Perhaps  the  alder- 
man has  other  information  in  regard  to  the 
matter.  In  regard  to  the  man's  character  and 
his  ability  to  weigh  hay,  I  am  not  going  to  discuss 
that,  but  when  a  man  is  to  weigh  hay  something 
must  be  taken  into  consideration  besides  the 
fact  that  he  is  not  a  citizen.  It  seems  a  small 
thing  to  make  a  contest  about.  I  would  like  to 
know  if  there  is  anything  against  the  gentle- 
man's honesty  or  his  ability  to  weigh  hay.  If 
there  is  I  certainly  shall  vote  against  his  con- 
firmation, but  if  there  is  nothing  more  than  a 
notice  from  the  registrars'  office  that  his  name 
is  not  tnere  I  certainly  contend  that  a  man  can 
be  a  citizen  and  not  be  registered,  as  many  of  us 
have  proved  to  our  disadvantage  on  election 
day. 

Aid.  Carroll— All  I  know  about  the  facts  is 
simply  this.  I  don't  know  anything  about  the 
man.  The  first  thing  I  knew  in  regard  to  him 
was  from  the  alderman  who  has  taken  his  seat. 
The  facts  are  that  when  I  left  this  hall  three 
gentlemen  waited  on  me  and  called  my  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  an  appointment  had  been 
made  of  a  gentleman  who  was  not  a  citizen.  I 
asked  them  if  they  knew  it,  and  they  said  they 
knew  he  was  not  a  citizen.  I  took  pains  to  find 
out  the  facts,  and  I  found  out  he  was  not  a  citi- 
zen— that  he  is  neither  registered  nor  assessed. 
It  is  a  small  matter— very  true— but  it  is  small 
matters  that  make  large  ones.  The  corporation 
counsel  claims,  as  I  understand,  that  a  man  to 
be  eligible  to  tbese  offices  must  be  a  resident 
and  a  citizen  of  Boston.  Now  I  think  if  a  man 
obtains  the  appointment  of  the  mayor  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  he  should  at  least  have  demon- 
strated that  he  is  worthy  of  citizenship  by  be- 
coming a  citizen.  Now,  small  as  the  matter  is, 
it  is  a  very  important  matter.  A  man  deserving 
an  office  ought  to  show  that  he  is  willing  to  take 
the  responsibility  of  citizenship,  and  to  show 
that  he  takes  that  responsibility  he  ought  to  see 
that  he  is  assessed,  and  that  his  name  is  regis- 
tered, and  that  he  is  a  citizen. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  oelieve  lam  right  in  say- 
ing that  the  man  is  a  citizen  of  Boston,  but  not 
only  that — he  is  a  born  citizen  of  the  United 
States.  If  he  has  through  some  neglect  neglect- 
ed to  have  himself  assessed  or  registered,  I 
think   that   he   should   not   be   put   out  or  not 
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confirmed  because  of  that.  I  believe  that  it  is 
not  necessary  for  a  man  to  be  a  citizen  of 
Boston  to  hold  that  position.  I  think  it  says 
that  a  man  should  be  reputable  and  have  a  good 
character  to  be  a  nominee  for  aiiy  of  these  posi- 
tions. I  believe  that  is  what  ne  is.  He  is  re- 
commended by  one  of  our  best  citizens  and  by 
several  gentlemen  to  me.  I  don't  want  to  make 
any  quibble  about  it,  but  I  think  we  will  act 
rather  small  if  we  deprive  this  man  of  being  a 
weigher  of  hay  because  he  has  neglected  to 
place  his  name  upon  the  registry  list.  He  is  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States  —  a  born  citizen, 
and  if  he  has  been  here  two  or  three  years  and 
neglected  to  make  himself  a  citizen  of  Boston 
I  don't  think  we  can  stoop  so  small  as  to  deprive 
him  of  being  a  weigher  of  hay  when  there  is  no 
salary  attached  to  it  or  anything  of  that  kind.  I 
hope  we  will  not  do  so. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  think  I  stated  fairly  to  the 
Board  what  I  wanted  to  do.  If  there  is  anything 
wrong  in  the  matter,  my  object  in  laying  on  the 
table  was  to  give  the  man  a  chance.  Now,  if  the 
gentleman  is  so  anxious,  and  wants  to  do  some- 
thing different,  I  had  just  as  soon  come  to  a  vote 
today,  but. I  shall  never  vote  for  the  man  unless 
he  shows  to  me  that  he  has  a  right  to  come  to 
the  city  of  Boston  and  accept  an  office,  without 
accepting  the  duties  of  citizenship.  I  tell  you 
the  time  lias  come  when  no  man  shall  accept 
an  office,  no  matter  how  trivial,  in  the  city  of 
Boston,  without  accepting  citizenship ;  at  least 
going  so  far  as  to  register  his  name  or  be 
assessed.  The  time  has  come  to  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton to  say  no  to  such  persons.  Any  man  willing 
to  take  an  office  in  the  city  of  Boston,  ought  to 
have  sufficient  patriotism  for  Boston  and  her  in- 
stitutions to  be  registered  and  assessed,  and  not 
only  be  a  citizen  in  name  but  in  fact.  The  great 
expounders  of  the  law  say  that  ignorance  of  the 
law  is  no  excuse.  Not  being  one  of  those  ex- 
pounders but  having  heard  it  said,  I  say  it  to  the 
gentleman  and  his  defendant. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  acknowledge  that  the  gen- 
tleman is  right  in  some  of  his  remarks,  that  a 
gentleman  wishing  to  hold  a  position  to  weigh 
ay  should  attend  the  caucuses.  He  is  a  con- 
stituent of  the  gentleman  opposite,  and  hasn't 
attended  to  his  duty.  But  I  consider  that  he 
ought  to  lose  time  and  go  to  these  caucuses  and 
get  posted  on  the  political  manoeuvres  in  order 
to  tell  exactly  what  he  ought  to  do.  But  on  this 
occasion  the  man  has  neglected  it,  I  suppose.  I 
have  no  doubt  he  will  do  it  in  the  future.  It  is 
such  a  frivolous  thing  that  I  will  press  it  to  a 
vote  this  afternoon,  for  1  don't  care  anything 
about  it  myself,  but  I  want  to  see  how  far  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  will  carry  small  things  in 
order  to  deprive  that  man  of  confirmation.  I 
certainly  hope  we  shall  come  to  a  vote.  You  can 
reject  nim  if  you  choose  or  confirm  him;  it 
doesn't  make  much  difference  to  rne. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Commit- 
tee—Aid.  Lee,  Bromwich. 

The  appointment  was  rejected,  yes  3,  no  9. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Allen  it  was  voted  that  Nos. 
16  and  17  be  acted  on  together,  viz : 

16.  Appointments  of  sundry  weighers  of  coal. 

17.  Appointment  of  sundry  undertakers. 
Committee— Aid.  Allen  and  Maguire. 

Yes  11,  no  1,  and  the  appointments  were  de- 
clared confirmed. 

ACCEPTANCE  OF  LOCATION. 

A  communication  was  received  from  a  ma- 
jority of  the  directors  of  the  Suburban  Street 
Railway  Company,  giving  notice  of  the  accept- 
ance by  said  company  of  the  location  granted 
by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  March  14,  1887,  and 
approved  by  the  mayor  March  17,  1887,  and 
agreeing  to  comply  with  the  terms  and  condi- 
tions in  said  order  contained. 

Placeu  on  file. 

WIDENING  OF  BEACON  STREET. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  transmitting  a 
resolve  and  order— That  Beacon  street  be  widen- 
ed from  Commonwealth  (formerly  Br.ghton) 
avenue  to  the  Brookline  line,  at  St.  Mary's 
street,  passing  over  the  location  of  the  Boston  & 
Albany  railroad  by  a  bridge  over  its  tracks,  with 
a  clear  height  of  not  less  than  15  feet  between 
the  tops  of  the  rails  of  said  railroad  and  the 
under  part  of  said  bridge,  according  to  a  plan  of 
the  said  widening  made  by  T.  W.  Davis,  city 
surveyor,  dated  Feb.  11, 1887,  and  deposited  in 
his  office, 


The  land  damages  are  as  follows : 
Henrj  M.  Whitney,,  Greiiville  T.  W.  Branian 
and  Henry  D.  Hyde,  trustees  of  the  West 

End  Land  Company $23,536  00 

J.  A.  Bacon  and  Samuel  StUlings 

Boston  &  Albany  corporation „ •  •  •  • 

Emily  E.Sears 2,685  7o 

Devisees  under  the  will  of  William  E.  Law- 
rence    15,743  00 

Devisees  under  the  will  of  Arnos  A.  Lawrence.  19,559  00 
Devisees  under  the  wills  ot  William  K.  and 

Amos  A.  Lawrence .  ■  •  ■ 

Henry  II.  Whitney 11,619  50 

Heirs  of  Benjamin  Goddard  and  Henrietta  M. 
and  Thomas  Wigglesworth 1,856  75 

g75,000  00 

The  Chairman— The  question  is  on  concurring 
with  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners. 

Aid.  Sullivan— The  Committee  on  Streets 
acted  upon  that  matter  last  fall,  and  although  I 
am  a  member  of  that  committee  I  have  forgot- 
ten just  what  their  action  was.  I  would  like  to 
have  that  order  laid  over  for  a  week,  and  the 
document  printed,  so  that  we  may  have  an  op- 
portunity to  look  it  over. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan  the  report  and 
order  were  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  printed. 

PUBLIC   CEMETERIES. 

Aid.  Bromwich  called  up  the  special  assign- 
ment, viz. :  • 

18.  Report  of  Commissioners  of  public  Ceme- 
teries received  in  Board  of  Aldermen,  March  14, 
and  sent  down,  came  back  with  this  endorse- 
ment: In  Common  Council,  March  18.  1887.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Cemeteries,  with  in- 
structions to  report  at  next  meeting. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Lee  the  words  "with  in- 
structions fo  report  at  next  meeting"  were 
stricken  out,  and  the  Board  voted  to  refer  to  the 
Committee  on  Cemeteries.    Sent  down. 

CLAIMS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims,  recommending  leave  to  with- 
draw UDon  the  following  petitions : 

William  Garrity,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
ages to  his  estate  No.  1517  Tremont  street,  caused 
by  changing  the  grade  of  said  street. 

Joseph  S.  Hyde,  for  refund  of  money  paid  for 
sewer  assessment. 

Mary  F.  Lee,  for  compensation  for  personal  in- 
juries received  by  reason  of  a  fall  on  the  side- 
walk in  front  of  No.  402  Hanover  street,  Feb.  18, 
1885.  .       > 

Margaret  Gallagher,  for  compensation  for  per- 
sonal injuries  received  by  reason  of  an  alleged 
defect  at  61  Sawyer  street,  Dec.  10,  1886. 

Reports  accepted.    Sent  down. 

HEALTH  MATTERS. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health  (Aid.),  recommending  leave  to 
withdraw  upon  the  following  petitions: 

John  McGuiness,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  pro- 
posed wooden  building  for  one  horse  on  Belmont 
street,  No.  38,  Ward  4. 

Frank  P.  O'Brien,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  pro- 
posed wooden  building  for  two  horses,  No.  8  Sar- 
gent street,  Ward  20. 

Reports  accepted. 

Also  reports  recommending  that  leave  be 
granted  on  the  usual  conditions  upon  the  follow- 
ing petitions: 

James  F.  Guin,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
building  for  12  cows  and  six  horses  on  Medford 
street,  foot  Belmont  street,  Ward  4. 

W.  A.  Laljy,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
building  for  two  horses,  on  Sawyer  avenue,  cor- 
ner Downer  avenue,  Ward  24. 

Isaac  C.  Copeland,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  building  for  one  cow  on  Arcadia  street, 
No.  16,  Dorchester,  Ward  24. 

Abijah  Blanchard,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old 
wooden  building  for  one  horse,  No.  5  Call  street, 
Ward  5. 

E.  H.  Holbrook,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  proposed 
wooden  building  f«r  three  horses,  on  Milton 
avenue,  near  Norfolk  street,  Ward  24. 

P.  0.  Riordan,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  brick 
building  for  50  horses,  on  Wappmg  street.  No.  25 
and  27,  Ward  5. 

Reports  accepted,  and  it  was  voted  that  leave 
be  granted  on  the  usual  conditions. 

Also  report  that  no  action  is  necessary  upon 
the  report  of  the  Board  of  Health  in  regard  to 
the  abatement  of  a  nuisance  on  Paris  street, 
East  Boston. 

Report  accepted. 
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SALARIES   OF  COUNTY    JAIL    OFFICERS. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Standing  Regulations  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
County  Accounts,  (referred  Jan.  31,  1887,) 
relative  to  increasing  the  salaries  of  the  officers 
at  the  county  jail— 1  hat  they  concur  with  the 
Committee  on  County  Accounts,  and  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  order  to  amend  the  standing 
regulations  of  the  Board. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was, 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  put  upon  its 
passage. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  would  like  a  little  ex- 
planation of  this  order.    I  don't  understand  it. 

Aid.  Allen — I  had  supposed  this  order  would 
he  explained,  if  there  was  any  explanation 
called  for,  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
County  Accounts,  and  unless  he  specially  de- 
sires otherwise  I  would  prefer  that  he  should  do 
it.  At  the  same  time  I  can  do  it  if  he  would 
like  to  have  me. 

Aid.  Carroll — I  would  simply  say  that  if  I 
were  to  explain  the  matter  I  would  say  exactly 
what  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Rules 
and  Orders  will  say,  and  nothing  more. 

Aid.  Allen— Well,  sir,  the  story  is  briefly  this: 
The  chief  officer  is  a  Mr.  Bradley  who  has  been 
in  the  employ  of  the  county  at  the  jail  for  twenty 
years,  and  for  the  last  seven,  and  perhaps  more, 
the  salary  has  been  $1350.  The  sheriff  of  the 
county  recommends  that  his  salary  be  increased 
to  $1600,  which  is  an  increase  of  $250.  The  stew- 
ard, who  has  also  been  employed  at  the  jail  for 
about  twenty  years,  receives  at  the  present  time 
a  compensation  of  about  $1000,  and  that  has  been 
the  salary  for  about  ten  years ;  the  sheriff  rec- 
ommends to  the  committee  that  his  salary  be 
increased  to  $1100.  There  is  also  the  first  inside 
officer,  who  has  held  the  position  about  one 
year,  but  wljo  has  been  employed  in  the  jail  for 
upwards  of  ten  years.  That  officer  has  hereto- 
fore been  paid  a  salary  of  $1000,  and  the  sheriff 
recommends  that  we  pay  him  $1100.  I  would 
say.  in  connection  with  that,  that  the  steward 
and  the  first  inside  officer,  in  addition  to  their 
regular  duties,  also  perform  the  duties  of  en- 
gineer and  take  care  of  the  entire  steam  ap- 
paratus. The  second  and  third  inside  officers 
are  gentlemen  who  have  been  employed  a  long 
time,  and  their  salary  heretofore  has  been  $900, 
but  the  sheriff  recommends  that  the  salaries 
be  increased  to  $1000  each,  making  a  total  in- 
crease of  five  officers  herein  mentioned  of  $650. 
That  is  the  whole  explanation. 

The  order  was  passed. 

FANEUIL   HALL. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Faneuil  Hall,  etc.,  recommending  that 
licenses  be  granted  as  follows : 

W.  P.  Cherrington  and  others,  to  use  Faneuil 
Hall  on  the  evenings  of  April  16  and  18,  to  hold 
public  meetings. 

Daniel  P.  Sullivan  and  others,  to  use  Faneuil 
Hall  on  Monday  evening,  April  4,  1887. 

Reports  accepted,  and  it  was  voted  that  leave 
be  granted  on  the  usual  conditions. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  reports  from  the 
committee  on  paving  as  follows: 

Reports  recommending  that  leave  be  granted 
on  the  usual  conditions  to — 

John  Soley,  to  move  a  wooden  building  across 
North  Harvard  street,  near  Western  avenue, 
Ward  25. 

W.  A.  Smith,  to  move  a  wooden  building  across 
Saratoga  street  to  Ashley  avenue.  Ward  1. 

John  Quirk,  to  move  a  wooden  building  from 
Cambridge,  corner  Foster  street,  to  Waverley 
street,  near  Western  avenue,  Ward  25. 

John  Soley,  to  move  a  wooden  building  from 
Monument  street,  near  Medford  street,  to  Med- 
l'ord  street,  near  Stone  street.  Ward  3. 

Reports  accepted  and  permits  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

Reports  and  orders  as  follows : 

That  a  license  be  granted  to  John  Booth,  the 
owner  of  an  estate  on  Leyden  street.  East  Bos- 
ton, to  construct  and  maintain  a  drain  under 
and  across  said  street  for  the  purpose  of  convey- 
ing surface  water. 

That  a  license  be  granted  to  David  O.  Felt, 
the  owner  of  estate  numbered  28  Ash  street,  to 
construct  and  maintain  two  openings  in  the 
sidewalk  in  front  of  his  estate,  said  opening  to 
be  covered  with  iron  grating. 


Richards  Bradley  and  James  T.  Ednedge,  trus- 
tees, to  construct  and  maintain  a  steam  pipe 
for  heating  purposes  under  and  across  John 
street,  from  Nos.  12  to  17  and  19  John  street. 

Lucy  F.  Dillaway,  the  owner  of  estate  No.  454 
West  Fourth  street,  to  construct  and  maintain 
a  coal  hole  in  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  her  said 
estate. 

The  Chadwick  Lead  Works,  the  owner  of 
estate  on  High  street,  to  construct  and  maintain 
a  vault  with  granite  walls  and  granite  covering, 
for  storage  and  mercantile  purposes  in  the  side- 
walk in  front  of  said  estate. 

Reports  accepted,  and  said  orders  passed  under 
a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Also  report  and  order  that  John  A.  McGrath 
be  allowed  to  box  a  tree  in  front  of  estate  No. 
435  Broadway,  and  use  the  same  for  advertising 
purposes. 

The  report  was  accepted,  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended and  the  order  put  upon  its  passage. 

Aid.  Allen — I  believe  it  has  for  a  long  time 
been  against  the  rule  or  custom  of  the  city  to 
allow  anything  of  an  advertising  nature  to  be 
placed  on  the  trees  or  the  lamp-posts.  We  do 
allow  some  physicians  to  put  their  names  on  the 
lamp-posts,  because  we  think  that  is  for  the 
benefit  of  the  people.  But,  so  far  as  boxing 
trees  and  putting  advertisements  upon  them  is 
concerned,  I  think  that  is  wrong.  If  we  do  it  in 
one  instance,  we  may  have  to  do  it  with  20,000 
trees,  and  I  think  it  would  be  far  the  wisest 
plan  to  allow  the  gentleman  leave  to  withdraw 
rather  than  grant  him  the  privilege  which  has 
been  asked.  I  hope,  sir.  the  committee  will  be 
able  to  give  some  good  reason  at  least  for  pass- 
ing such  an  order  before  it  is  done.  I  think 
myself  that  the  wiser  course  would  be  to  reject 
all  applications  of  that  class. 

The  Chairman— Do  I  understand  the  alder- 
man to  move  to  indefinitely  postpone  this  or- 
der? 

Aid.  Allen— Yes,  sir. 

Aid.  Carroll — Idid'tknow  that  the  gentle- 
man was  an  applicant  for  a  privilege  of  this 
kind  until  I  heard  his  name  read,  and  I  have  just 
discovered  the  fact.  The  young  man  who  asks 
for  that  privilege,  fortunately  or  unfortunately, 
is  a  constituent  of  mine,  living  in  Ward  13;  but 
he  is  about  to  start  in  business  in  the  district 
represented  by  the  alderman  opposite.  I  think 
that  the  gentleman  should  be  allowed  the 
privilege  of  boxing  the  tree,  as  I  have  enjoyed 
that  privilege  myself,  and  anything  that  I  have 
enjoyed  myself  I  am  always  willing  that  others 
should  have.  I  don't  think  it  will  be  any  injury 
to  the  tree. 

Aid.  Allen— I  didn't  say  it  would  injure  trees. 

Aid.  Carroll— Any  privilege  which  I  have 
received  myself  I  am  always  ready  and  willing 
to  extend  to  others.  I  have  been  in  business  in 
South  Boston  quite  a  while  and  have  had  differ- 
ent stores  there  and  have  had  a  box  around  a 
tree  for  the  purpose  of  advertising.  I  claim  that 
a  box  around  the  tree  serves  to  help  the  growth 
of  the  tree,  especially  if  it  is  a  young  tree.  If 
a  box  is  put  around  the  tree  it  unquestionably 
will  save  it  because  in  the  case  of  young  trees 
if  they  are  not  boxed,  boys  and  others  will  run 
along,  and  catch  hold  of  them  and  pull 
them  down.  A  box  around  a  tree  will 
protect  it  from  the  boys.  There  is  an  open- 
ing at  the  bottom  which  is  paved  around  with 
brick  so  at  to  hold  the  water,  and  it  is  thereby 
the  means  of  holding  the  water  so  as  to  help 
and  assist  the  growth  of  the  tree.  As  far  as  any 
injury  to  the  tree  is  concerned  I  feel  safe  in 
making  the  statement  that  it  is  an  assistance 
and  help  to  the  tree  instead  of  an  injury.  Now 
if  the  gentleman  has  a  tree  in  front  of  his  door 
I  don't  see  any  reason  why  he  shouldn't  have  a 
chance  to  put  a  box  around  it,  when  it  doesn't 
injure  the  tree,  does  not  prevent  travel  on  the 
street,  and  does  to  a  slight  degree  advertise  his 
own  little  business.  I  can't  see  any  reason  for 
opposition  to  the  matter,  and  for  one  I  hope 
the  order  will  not  be  indefinitely  postponed  but 
that  we  will  grant  the  request  in  accordance  with 
the  report  of  the  committee. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  am  the  unfortunate  one 
who  presented  the  petition,  and  I  don't  know, 
hut  I  suppose  it  will  be  treated  the  same  as  the 
other  matter  I  presented,  in  regard  to  the  in- 
spector of  hay.  But  if  the  alderman  opposite 
saw  the  place  where  that  box  was  to  go,  I  think 
he  wouldn't  oppose  it.  There  is  a  box  around 
almost  every  tree  on  that  street,  and  this  iden- 
tical tree  having  no  box  around  it,  the  horses,  I 
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believe,  have  nearly  eaten  it  through.  There  is 
no  better  protection  that  can  be  afforded  to  that 
tree  than  to  put  a  box  around  it,  even  if  you 
don't  put  any  advertisement  on  it.  It  is  a  fine 
tree,  and  it  would  pay  the  city  to  put  a  box 
around  it.  Opposite  my  own  store  I  have  two 
trees;  I  have  no  boxes  around  them,  and  the 
trees  are  dying.  I  don't  want  to  advertise;  peo- 
ple know  me  well  enough,  but  at  all  events,  I 
think  you  will  do  right  By  granting  this  young 
man  leave  to  put  that  box  around  the  tree.  It 
won't  hurt  us,  and  the  alderman  never  goes 
over  there  to  South  Boston. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  don't  object  to  the  gentle- 
man boxing  the  tree.  It  is  the  advertisement 
we  should  object  to  here.  It  seems  to  me  it  is 
opening  a  very  wide  door  for  abuse.  Last  year 
we  granted  one  or  two  permits  for  planting  posts 
in  the  streets  for  advertising  purposes.  That 
was  very  soon  stopped.  There  was  a  statute 
against  swinging  signs,  against  posts,  against 
advertisements  on  trees  or  lamp-posts,  or  tele- 
graph posts,  or  anything  of  that  kind.  If  we 
open  the  door  here  and  allow  a  man  to  box  a 
tree  and  to  put  on  an  advertisement  there  is  no 
reason  why  any  one  cannot  come  in  hereafter 
and  ask  to  advertise  on  lamp-posts,  fences,  tele- 
graph poles,  and  even,  as  has  been  asked  for  in 
many  instances,  the  privilege  ef  erecting  a  post 
for  a  clock,  or  for  some  other  advertising 
scheme.  It  is  the  advertising  that  is  objection- 
able, and  certainly  a  box  will  not  add  to  the 
convenience  of  the  public,  in  that  it  will  more 
or  less  obstruct  the  sidewalk.  If  done  promis- 
cuously throughout  the  city  the  sidewalk  would 
be  badly  obstructed,  and  for  that  reason  I  would 
object  to  it. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  would  say  that  it  is  not 
opening  any  door  at  all.  The  door  has  never 
_been  closed.  I  never  have  heard  that  there  has 
been  anything  done  to  deprive  the  citizens  from 
protecting  the  trees.  I  would  like  to  find  out 
where  there  there  is  any  ordinance  forbidding 
advertising  on  trees. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— Yes,  sir;  there  is. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  may  be  mistaken. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— Chapter  58,  Section  2:   .- 

2\o  person  shall,  without  the  consent  of  the  mayor,  post 
up  or  affix  in  any  manner  a  placard,  notice  or  bill,  either 
written  or  printed,  upon  a  curbstone,  sidewalk  or  tree  in 
a  street,  or  public  place  in  the  city,  or  upon  a  wall,  tele- 
graph pole, .lamp-post,  fence  or  building  belonging  to  the 
city;  and  no  person  shall,  without  such  consent,  paint, 
print  or  write,  or  cause  to  be  painted,  printed  or  written, 
a  notice,  advertisement  or  bill  upon  a  curbstone,  sidewalk 
or  tree  in  a  street  or  public  place  iu  the  city,  or  upon  a 
wall,  telegraph  pole,  lamp-post,  fence  or  building  belong- 
ing to  the  city. 

Aid.  Bromwich— Unless  he  has  previously  ob- 
tained consent.  This  gentleman  is  complying 
with  that  ordinance.  He  is  coming  here  to  ask 
consent.  He  is  here  with  his  petition  and  asks 
consent.  Now  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  Board  to 
grant  that  consent  or  not.  He  is  complying  with 
the  ordinance.  He  hasn't  gone  and  done  it 
without  asking  any  questions  about  it.  He 
hasn't  done  as  many  have  done,  but  he  comes 
in  here  in  an  honorable  way  and  asks  permis- 
sion to  box  that  tree.  The  question  is  whether 
we  will  deprive  him  of  that  privilege. 

Aid.  Allen— There  can  be  no  question  but 
that  the  petitioner  is  perfectly  right  in  coming 
here  and  asking  for  the  permission.  I  don't 
object  so  much  to  the  putting  of  the  box  around 
the  tree  as  I  do  to  its  being  made  a  medium  for 
advertising.  That  is  my  objection,  and  I  think 
some  of  the  aldermen  have  mistaken  my  ideas 
in  regard  to  it.  If  we  allow  this  to  be  used  as  an 
advertising  medium,  there  is  no  reason  why  we 
shouldn't  allow  a  great  many  others— thousands 
of  them— and  I  think  we  had  better  stop  right 
where  we  are,  and  refuse  this  application.  It 
will  certainly  save  us  a  great  deal  of  trouble 
hereafter,  and  we  shall  be  in  the  line  of  our 
duty  in  living  un  to  the  ordinance  which  is  now 
upon  our  books, 

Aid.  Carroll— I  differ  with  both  the  gentle- 
men who  have  just  taken  their  seats,  in  regard 
to  the  ordinance  on  our  books.  We  are  living 
up  to  the  ordinance  on  our  books  by  conforming 
to  the  ordinance.  The  gentleman  read  Section 
2  of  Chapter  58.  I  think  he  ought  to  have  read 
Section  1,  and  then  refer  to  Section  2.  Section  1 
says: 

No  person  shall  post  up  or  affix  in  any  manner  a  placard, 
notice,  or  bill,  either  written  or  printed,  upon  a  fence, 
wall,  or  budding  in  the  city,  and  no  person  shall  paint, 
print,  or  write,  or  cause  to  be  painted,  printed,  or  written, 
a  notice,  advertisement,  or  bill  upon  a  fence,  wall,  or 


building  in  the  city,  unless  he  has  previously  obtained  the 
consent  of  the  person  or  persons  having  possession  of 
such  fence,  wall,  or  building. 

The  next  section  doesn't  say  anything  about 
putting  a  fence  around  a  tree.    It  says: 

So  person  shall,  without  such  consent,  paint,  print,  or 
write,  or  cause  to  be  painted,  printed,  or  WTitten,  a  notice, 
advertisement,  or  bill  upon  a  curbstone,  sidewalk,  or  tree 
in  a  street  or  public  place  in  the  city. 

He  will  not  touch  the  tree,  will  not  go  on  the 
tree  at  all,  but  will  simply  put  a  box  around  the 
tree,  and  whatever  advertising  may  be  done  is 
done  on  that  box,  and  not  on  the  tree.  I  don't 
see  where  he  is  violating  at  all  the  ordinance  in 
coming  here  and  making  this  request.  I  cer- 
tainly went  personally  myself  when  I  wanted  it 
and  obtained  permission  and  got  the  grant  to 
do  this  very  thing,  and  I  don't  see  why  another 
man  shouldn't  have  the  same  right. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  read  Section  2  because  it 
is  asking  permission  to  placard  a  tree,  or  a  fence 
around  a  tree  belonging  to  the  city.  Section  1 
hasn't  anything  to  do  with  that,  as  that  applies 
to  building  fences  belonging  to  private  owners. 
Section  2  refers  to  public  property,  and  I  don't 
object  to  gentlemen  fencing  a  tree  around  pro- 
vided it  is  a  suitable  fence  and  one  that  doesn't 
obstruct  the  street.  But  I  object  to  putting  a 
sign  or  advertisement  there,  because  I  believe  it 
will  open  the  door  to  a  good  deal  of  abuse.  If 
we  grant  this  there  is  no  reason  why  we  should 
not  grant  permission  to  advertise  on  a  lamp- 
post or  telegraph  post,  or  allow  a  person  to  swing 
a  sign,  or  put  out  a  clock  on'a  street. 

Aid.  Carroll— Are  you  aware  of  the  fact  that 
there  are  at  least  100  or  200  situated  in  the  same 
way  in  South  Boston  that  this  gentleman  asks 
to  be  situated?    Are  you  aware  of  that  fact? 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  am  aware  of  the  fact  that 
there  are  swinging  signs,  that  there  are  clocks 
erected  upon  posts,  but  I  am  not  aware  that  this 
Board  have  granted  a  permit  of  this  kind  with- 
in the  past  six  or  eight  months.  The  Committee 
on  Inspection  of  Buildings  refused  anything  of 
that  kind,  and  certainly  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing, after  having  found  that  they  had  made  a 
mistake  in  granting  one  or  two,  refused  to  grant 
all  others.  That  is  the  first  case  that  has  come  up, 
and  I  think  it  safe  to  say  that  it  is  the  first  one 
that  has  come  up  for  six  months  in  this  way,  for 
permission  to  advertise,  and  my  only  objection 
to  it  is  that  it  will  open  the  door  to  others.  I 
haven't  any  objection  to  this  particular  person, 
and  don't  know  as  this  would  do  any  harm,  but 
if  we  giant  this,  I  don't  see  any  reason  why  we 
should  not  grant  the  same  privilege  to  other 
people  who  may  make  similar  requests.  It 
might  do  a  good  deal  of  harm,  and  for  that  rea- 
son I  object  to  it. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  am  with  the  alderman  in 
his  objections  as  far  as  they  go,  but  complaints 
were  made  because  they  attached  printed  cards 
by  tags  or  nails,  or  pinned  papers  upon  trees- 
notices  ot  rooms  to  let,  and  all  manner  of  adver- 
tising on  the  tree  itself,  There  was  an  objection 
to  that,  because  it  was  unsightly,  and  wasn't 
the  proper  thing;  but  these  boards  or  boxes 
around  a  tree  where  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
travel  in  the  street,  have  answered  two  pur- 
poses. They  answer  to  protect  the  tree  from  the 
gnawing  of  horses  standing  opposite  the  store  or 
house  where  the  tree  may  be  set  out.  Now  if  it 
does  any  good  at  the  same  time  to  a  man  who 
keeps  a  store  there  and  pays  taxes  to  the  city  of 
Boston,  and  if  it  is  of  any  help  to  his  business, 
we  don't  want  to  interfere  with  that,  because  it 
may  pick  him  up  a  dollar  or  two  more  a  week. 
We  are  glad  of  the  boxes  around  our  trees  to 
protect  our  trees,  and  if  a  man  can  do  more 
business  by  putting  his  name  thereon,  the  busi- 
ness be  is  pursuing,  for  goodness' sake  let  us 
give  him  the  privilege.  Whether  the  privilege 
is  worth  anything  or  not;  it  is  for  him  to  say.  I 
don't  believe  it  would  bring  him  in  any  money 
or  advance  him  a  bit;  I  don't  think  it  would 
help  me  any.  But  if  this  gentleman  thinks  so, 
let  him  have  the  privilege,  and  protect  the  tree. 
I  would  ask  the  gentlemen  whether  they  would 
rather  see  a  tree  half  gnawed  off  by  a  horse,  or 
to  see  it  protected  by  a  box  of  this  kind,  even  if 
it  had  an  advertisement  on  it?  It  might  have 
"John  McCarthy,  bar,"  or  something  like  that ; 
or  ''John  Smith,  boot  maker."  and  it  would  lcok 
much  better  than  if  cut  by  knives  or  gnawed  by 
horses.  I  think  it  is  an  advantage  if  properly 
done,  and  looked  after,  and  I  think  it  should  be 
left  to  the  proper  parties  to  see  that  the  box  is 
put  around  in  a  proper  manner. 
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The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  was  lost 
and  the  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  or- 
der. 

Aid.  Allen  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out 
all  alter  the  word  "Broadway"  in  the  order. 

Aid.  Bromwich— How  would  that  read?  Did 
it  read  according  to  the  order  before,  that  he 
could  place  a  box  around  every  tree  in  Boston? 

The  Chairman— That  John  A.  McGrath  be 
allowed  to  box  a  tree  in  front  of  estate  No.  435 
Broadway. 

Aid.  Bromwich— It  will  read  in  that  way? 

The  Chairman— Yes,  sir. 

Aid.  Bromwich— That  is  all  we  want.  We 
don't  want  that  he  should  have  leave  to  put 
boxes  around  every  tree  in  Boston. 

The  question  came  on  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— If  that  amendment  pre- 
vails, can  tbe  gentleman  advertise  on  the  box? 

The  Chairman— No.  sir. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  would  ask  the  Cbair  what  is 
the  rest  of  the  order,  so  that  we  may  vote  intel- 
ligently. 

The  Chairman— If  the  amendment  prevails 
there  would  be  nothing  after  the  word  "Broad- 
way," and  tbe  order  stops  right  there. 

Aid.  Carroll— Well,  if  the  amendment  does 
not  prevail? 

The  Chairman — Then  the  question  will  come 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Aid.  Carroll— And  if  the  order  passes? 

The  Chairman— Then,  if  signed  by  the  mayor, 
the  gentleman  will  have  authority  to  place  a 
box  there,  and  advertise. 

Aid.  Carroll— Well,  then,  so  that  the  sense 
of  the  order  and  the  intent  of  the  order  may  be 
carried  into  effect,  I  hope  the  amendment  will 
not  prevail. 

The  amendment  was  declared  rejected.  Aid, 
Allen  doubted  the  vote,  a  rising  vote  was  taken, 
and  the  amendment  was  rejected,  three  mem- 
bers voting  in  the  affirmative,  five  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

The  order  was  passed.  Aid.  Bromwich  moved 
to  reconsider;  lost. 

legislative  matters. 

Aid.  Carroll  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Legislative  Matters  (City  Doc.  57), 
showing  the  bills,  etc.,  introduced  in  the  Legis- 
lature affecting  the  city  of  Boston. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

CLERK  HIRE  IN  THE  COURTS. 

Aid.  Carroll  presented  requisitions  for  clerk 
hire  in  the  court  as  follows: 
Superior  Criminal  Court,  $315, 
Approved  and  ordered  paid. 

SEWERS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Sewers  (Aid  )  : 

Order  of  notice  for  hearing  on  Monday  next, 
at  4  o'clock  P.M.,  on  the  expediency  of  con- 
structing common  sewers  as  follows: 

In  Carolina  avenue,  between  South  and  Lee 
streets.    Order  passed. 

Preamble  and  order  for  the  construction  of  a 
common  sewer  in  High  street  (for  about  100  feet 
westward  from  present  terminus.) 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  offered  an  order— That  a 
parcel  of  land  belonging  to  the  city  of  Boston 
on  a  passageway  leading  from  Hereford  street, 
containing  about  one  thousand  square  feet,  and 
being  a  portion  of  the  yard  occupied  by  the 
Paving  Department,  be  and  the  same  hereby  is 
transferred  lo  the  Board  of  Street  Commission- 
ers, and  that  said  board  be  authorized  to  sell 
the  same,  by  private  sale,  subject  to  the  ap- 
proval of  the  mayor,  for  such  a  price  and  upon 
such  terms  as  they  shall  deem  to  be  for  the  best 
interests'. of  the  city. 

Referred  on  motion  of  Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  to 
Committee  on  Paving. 

SALARIES  AND  WAGES  TO  BE  PAID  FROM  LIQUOR 

LICENSES. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  recommending  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  be  authorized 
to  audit  and  allow,  and  the  city  treasurer  to 
pay,  tbe  salaries  and  wages  of  the  city  employees 
as  they  shall  come  due  until  April  30,  and  when- 
ever the  balance  of  an  appropriation  is  in 
sufficient  to  meet  the  same  the  city  auditor  is 


authorized  to  transfer  such  an  amount  as  may 
be  necessary  from  the  receipts  from  liquor 
licenses. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question 
came  on  suspending  the  rule,  so  that  the  order 
might  be  put  upon  its  passage. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— It  seems  to  me  that  is 
an  order  of  a  great  deal  of  importance  As  I 
understand  the  object,  it  contemplates  the  using 
of  some  of  the  appropriation  for  next  year  for 
this  year.  If  that  $400,000  received  for  liquor 
licenses  was  allowed  to  remain  in  the  treasury 
it  would  be  added  to  the  appropriations  for  next 
year  as  a  part  of  the  income  of  the  city.  I  would 
like  some  little  time  to  consider  that  order,  and 
I  move  that  further  consideration  of  the  subject 
be  specially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Board. 

The  Chairman— It  is  the  income  from  liquor 
licenses  this  year. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— Yes,  sir;  but  it  will  be 
added  to  next  year's  appropriation  as  part  of  the 
income  of  the  city. 

The  Chairman— Next  year  s  income  will  be 
added  next  year  by  the  auditor  any  way.  This 
money  is  in  the  treasury  now. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— But  it  is  intended  to  use  it 
before  the  end  of  this  financial  year.  It  has 
usually  laid  in  the  treasury  until  the  end  of  the 
year,  and  it  is  usually  added  to  the  appropria- 
tions during  the  next  succeeding  year. 

The  motion  to  assign  to  the  next  meeting  was 
carried. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  say  that 
this  cuts  off  the  payment  of  any  laborers  whose 
wages  are  pending  at  this  time. 

The  subject  was  again  considered  later  in  the 
session. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  desire  at  this  time  to  make  a 
motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  whereby  was  as- 
signed to  the  next  meeting  the  order  in  relation 
to  the  transfer  of  liquor  license  fees  to  pay  the 
wages  of  laborers.  My  reason  for  that  is  that  I 
understand  the  money  is  needed  to  pay  the 
wages  of  many  employees  of  the  city,  and  it  will 
place  those  people  in  a  very  embarrassing  posi- 
tion if  they  do  not  have  their  wages.  That  is 
the  reason  I  move  the  reconsideration. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  hope  that  assignment  will 
not  be  reconsidered.  It  seems  to  me  the  order  is 
important  enough  to  lay  on  the  table  at  least  a 
week.  The  simple  matter  of  the  'employees 
going  without  their  pay  for  one  week  is  not  so 
important  a  matter  as  is  the  disposal  of  this 
$400,000  to  the  taxpayers  of  this  city.  The  tax- 
payers have  as  much  right  to  be  considered  in 
this  matter  as  the  people  directly  employed  by 
the  city,  This  is  a  matter  of  very  grave  im- 
portance, it  seems  to  me,  where  the  appropria- 
tions for  next  year  are  diverted  from  their 
natural  and  usual  and  proper  course  and  applied 
to  the  payment  of  bills  for  the  present  year.  I 
think  we  should  have  time  to  consider  it.  It  is 
a  report  that  has  just  come  from  the  committee 
and  I  am  not  prepared  to  vote  on  it.  I  hope  the 
assignment  will  not  be  reconsidered. 

Aid.  Lee  in  the  chair. 

Aid.  Donovan— I  hope  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider will  prevail  for  the  reason  that  this  money 
is  actually  necessary  to  pay  the  wages  which 
will  come  due,  and  which  has  been  forced  upon 
us  by  the  Legislature  in  the  act  requiring  week- 
ly payments.  Now  that  is  the  only  place  we 
can  take  the  money  from.  There  are  some- 
thing like  $420,000  in  that  fund,  and  by  trans- 
ferring a  part  of  it,  by  the  necessary  two-thirds 
vote,  the  auditor  can  go  ahead  and  pay  the 
wages;  otherwise  we  will  have  to  come  to  a 
standstill  and  shut  down,  or  provide  the  money 
in  some  other  way.  At  the  present  time  the 
Committee  on  Finance  and  the  city  auditor  are 
unable  to  find  any  other  channel  wherein  this 
money  can  be  raised  to  pay  these  wages  which 
will  be  coming  due  in  the  next  three  weeks. 
For  those  reasons,  and  for  those  only,  I  request 
that  the  assignment  will  be  reconsidered  and 
the  order  passed.  In  reply  to  the  statement  of 
the  alderman  I  would  say  that  this  money  de- 
rived from  liquor  license  fees  is  in  the  treasury 
subject  to  the  orders  of  the  City  Council.  Un- 
der Section  9  of  Chapter  15  of  the  Revised  Ordi- 
nances all  excess  of  revenue  derived  from 
liquor  licenses  remains  in  the  city  treasury  sub- 
ject to  such  disposition  thereof  as  the  City 
Council  may  order.  The  Committee  on  Finance 
have  before  them  an  ordinance  to  amend  that 
section  by  striking  out  from  that  section  so  much 
as  relates  to  liquor  licenses,  and  it  has  been  rec~ 
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ommended  by  the  committee  and  has  gone  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  for  approval  as  to 
form.  I  hope  the  good  sense  of  this  Board  will 
see  that  this  reconsideration  should  prevail, 
and  if  it  prevails  that  the  order  should  be  put 
upon  its  passage  at  this  time  and  go  down  to 
the  Common  Council  for  their  concurrence. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  hope  myself  that  the 
recommendation  of  His  Honor  the  Mayor  in  his 
inaugural  will  be  carried  out.  He  stated  very 
pointedly  that  he  could  carry  through  the  ex- 
penses of  the  city  for  the  amount  that  the 
government  would  give  him.  Now,  if  we  tres- 
pass upon  this  fund  it  will  be  borrowing  in  ad- 
vance, something  which  we  ought  not  to  do.  I 
questioned  at  the  time  whether  His  Honor  the 
Mayor  could  do  that,  as  the  appropriations  were 
naturally  so  small,  and  that  I  hoped  we  should 
be  able  in  some  manner  to  show  the  public  at 
large  that  the  law  of  the  Legislature  is  rather  a 
drawback  to  the  advancement  of  the  improve- 
ments that  the  city  has  undertaken,  and  which 
are  absolutely  necessary.  By  making  one  hand 
wash  the  other,  and  borrowing  from  next  year's 
appropriations,  we  shall  never  show  the  public 
that  the  amount  allowed  for  taxation  is  in- 
sufficient, and  that  we  do  not  have  enough 
money  to  carry  on  the  city.  If  I  understand  this 
aright— and  I  don't  know  that  I  do,  for  I  was  not 
listening  attentively  when  the  order  was  read 
the  first  time ;  and,  in  fact,  I  did  not  vote  upon 
it  at  all— it  is  to  use  the  license  money  now  lying 
in  the  treasury,  which  would  come  in  under  the 
head  of  revenue  next  year,  and — 

Aid.  Donovan— It  is  not  that, 

Aid.  Bromwich  —  "What  becomes  of  t  e 
money? 

Aid.  Donovan— It  is  subject  to  the  order  of  the 
City  Council. 

Aid.  Bromwich— But  suppose  the  City  Coun- 
cil does  not  order  it  to  anywhere,  what  becomes 
of  the  money  now  there? 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  still  believe  that  we 
ought  to  go  slowly  in  this  matter.  In  the  most 
reckless  way  we  have  squandered  the  people's 
money  in  the  last  two  years,  and  lor  which  we 
are  trustees,  raising  everybody's  salary  and 
making  it  lively  for  our  friends;  and  now  we 
have  got  stucK  where  we  cannot  pay  our  bills, 
and  we  propose  to  borrow  the  money  to  pay 
those  bills.  This  $400,000  goes  into  next  year's 
appropriation,  and  it  has  always  been  put 
there.  It  has  been  collected  into  the  treasury 
and  has  been  kept  there  until  the  end  of  the 
financial  year,  and  then  it  is  passed  with  the 
income  of  the  city  to  the  appropriation  for  the 
succeeding  year.  That  has  always  been  the 
custom.  Now  we  don't  know  what  to  do  in 
order  to  pay  the  bills  we  have  contracted,  and 
we  propose  to  borrow  the  money  to  pay  them. 
In  addition  to  that  we  propose  to  take  the  three 
per  cent  limit  and  assess  the  taxes  right  up  to 
the  $9  limit,  which  we  did  not  do  last  year,  and 
which  it  is  proposed  to  do  this  year. 

Aid.  Carroll— By  whom? 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— By  the  government.  The 
executive  favored  it  last  year  and  I  believe  he 
mentioned  in  his  inaugural  address  that  that 
was  part  of  the  money  to  be  assessed.  If  you  do 
that  and  also  pass  the  order  you  will  be  taking 
about  §700,000  out  of  the  appropriation  for  next 
vear.  The  different  departments  have  asked 
for  more  than  $2,000,000  more  than  can  be  possi- 
bly raised  by  taxation  this  year  and  the  in- 
come added.  It  seems  to  me  we  ought  to  con- 
sider this  matter  carefully  and  see  whether  we 
want  to  appropriate  any  of  next  year's  funds  for 
this  year's  expenses.  That  is  the  reason  I  make 
the  motion  to  assign.  I  may  be  wrong,  and 
after  consideration  I  may  be  inclined  to  vote 
for  this  order.  I  am  simply  asking  for  a  week's 
time  to  investigate  the  subject.  The  matter  of 
delay  of  a  week's  pay  is  not  sufficient  to  al'cw 
us  to  let  this  .$400,000  slip  through  our  lingers 
recklessly.  I  think  that  every  man  here  should 
have  the  same  opportunity  to  investigate  the 
matter  that  the  members  of  the  committee  have 
had.  There  are  only  three  members  of  this 
Board  on  that  committee,  and  the  rest  of  us 
know  nothing  about  this  order.  I  want  to  vote 
intelligently  upon  all  questions  that  come  up 
here,  and  for  that  reason  I  ask  that  this  order 
be  laid  over  for  a  week. 

Aid.  Donovan— In  reply  to  the  alderman  who 
has  just  taken  his  seat,  when  he  throws  out  in- 
sinuations that  because  of  the  increase  of  a  few 
salaries  the  city  of  Boston  finds  itself  in  an  un- 
fortunate position,  I  want  to  hurl  that  back  as  a 


false  statement,  and  nobody  knows  it  better 
than  he  does.  The  responsibility  for  the  finan- 
cial condition  of  the  city  of  Boston  at  the  pres- 
ent time  is  on  the  Legislature  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  and  not  from  any  in- 
crease of  salaries,  as  the  alderman  would  have 
it  got  out  to  a  certain  class  of  the  public.  The 
responsibility  rests  with  the  Legislature  of  this 
Commonwealth  on  account  of  legislation  passed 
two  years  ago  not  asked  for  by  this  city.  To 
the  statement  which  he  makes  that  we  propose 
to  use  up  the  3  per  cent  or  the  4  per  cent  of  the 
total  amount,  that.  Mr.  Chairman,  is  entirely  in 
the  imagination  of  the  alderman.  This  is  the 
first  time  I  have  heard  it  this  year.  I  know  not 
where  the  alderman  gets  his  authority.  I  have 
sat  with  him  in  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions and  have  never  yet  heard  anything  at  any 
of  those  meetings  even  hinted  at,  much  less 
spoken  of.  The  responsibility  for  that  state- 
ment rests  with  him  and  him  alone.  Now,  Mr. 
Chairman,  ii  is  a  question  whether  we  shall 
keep  those  laborers  whom  we  are  employing  out 
of  their  pay  for  one  week  or  two  weeks.  If  the 
City  Council  can  afford  to  defy  the  weekly  pay- 
ment law  and  not  pay  these  wages  when  they 
become  due,  well  and  good ;  let  the  responsibil- 
ity rest  where  it  belongs.  As  a  member  of  this 
Board  I  do  not  propose  to  take  any  share  in  that 
responsibility.  We  have  found  a  way  to  provide 
money  to  meet  the  payments  which  will  be- 
come dvie,  and  we  have  tried  every  means  pos- 
sible to  find  the  money  in  some  other  way.  Now 
in  regard  to  this  money  coming  out  of  next 
year's  appropriation,  I  say  no.  This  money  was 
appropriated  in  last  year's  appropriation  bill, 
and  the  alderman  sat  here  and  voted  for  it  with 
myself.  It  was  estimated  at  that  time  by  Mr. 
Dodge,  the  city  auditor — 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— Not  much. 

Aid.  Donovan — I  make  that  statement.  I  have 
it  from  his  own  words,  if  I  have  not  misunder- 
stood him,  and  I  do  not  think  it  was  later  than  a 
week  ago  that  he  said  he  had  estimated  this 
money  in  the  income  of  last  year.  But  by  the 
strict  wording  of  the  ordinance  that  money  must 
remain  in  there,  and  it  cannot  be  transferred 
except  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  both  branches  of 
the  City  Council.  I  hope  that  the  motion  to  re- 
consider will  prevail  and  that  the  order  will  be 
passed. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  declared  car- 
ried. Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  doubted  the  vote,  and 
Aid.  Donovan  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
the  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost ;  yeas  6,  nays  6. 

Yeas— Aid,  Carroll,  Donovan,  Lee,  Maguire, 
McLaughlin,  Sullivan— 6. 

Navs— Aid.  Allen,  Bromwich,  Capen,  Haynes, 
N.  G.  Smith,  C.  W.  Smith-6. 

Aid.  Donovan  in  the  chair. 

STREET  WIDENINGS,   ETC. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  offered  an  order— That  on 
and  after  this  date  all  communications  from  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners,relative  to  laying 
out  or  widening  streets,  shall  be  submitted  in 
print  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  shall  not  be 
considered  until  after  the  expiration  of  30  days 
from  the  receipt  of  such  communications. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  moved  to  suspend  the  rule 
so  that  the  order  might  be  passed  at  this  session. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order  by  yeas  and  nays,  the 
Chairman  stating  that  it  was  practically  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rules  of  the  Board. 

Aid.  Allen's  name  was  called  and  he  said:  I 
am  not  prepared  to  vote  upon  that  question.  I 
have  not  fully  considered  it,  and  ask  to  be  ex- 
cused from  voting. 

The  question  was  put  and  Aid.  Allen' was  de- 
clared not  excused.  His  name  was  called  again 
and  he  voted  no. 

Aid.  Bromwich  and  Capen  voted  ves. 

When  Aid.  Carroll's  name  was  called  he  asked 
to  be  excused  from  voting.  The  question  was 
put  and  the  Board  refused  to  excuse  him,  and 
fiis  name  being  called  again  he  voted  yes. 

Aid.  Donovan  and  Haynes  voted  no. 

When  Aid.  Lee's  name  was  called  he  said:  I 
ask  to  be  excused  from  voting,  as  I  should  like 
to  have  some  information.  I  would  like  to  look 
the  matter  up  and  see  whether  the  order  is  legal 
or  not.  I  have  some  doubts  about  the  legality 
of  it. 

Aid.  Allen— Can  I  say  a  word  about  excusing 
him? 

The  Chairman— Not  at  this  time. 

The  Board  voted  not  to  excuse  Aid.  Lee. 
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The  Clerk— Aid.  Lee. 

Aid.  Lee— I  suppose  I  have  a  right  to  doubt  the 
last  vote. 

The  Chairman— You  have,  sir. 

Aid.  Lee— I  doubt  the  last  vote  and  ask  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  'were  called  upon  excusing 
Aid.  Lee  -with  the  following  result: 

Yeas  —  Aid.  Allen,  Carroll,  Haynes,  N.  G. 
Smith,  C.  W.  Smith— 5. 

Nays— Aid.  Bromwich,  Capen,  Donovan,  Ma- 
guire,  McLaughlin,  Sullivan— 6. 

Aid.  Lee — I  desire  to  vote  upon  this  question. 

The  Clerk— Aid.  Lee. 

Aid.  Lee— Yes. 

The  Chairman  —  The  Chair  will  direct  the 
clerk  not  to  record  the  vote  of  Aid.  Lee,  he  being 
an  interested  party.  Five  members  have  voted 
in  the  affirmative  and  six  in  the  negative.  It  is 
not  a  vote  and  the  alderman  is  not  excused. 

The  call  of  the  roll  on  the  passage  of  the  order 
■was  continued,  Aid.  N.  G.  Smith,  C.  W.  Smith 
and  Sullivan  voting  no. 

The  Chairman — Five  aldermen  have  voted  in 
the  affirmative  and  seven  in  the  negative  and  it 
is  not  a  vote. 

Later  in  the  session  the  vote  by  which  the  or- 
der was  rejected  was  on  motion  of  Aid.  Mc- 
Laughlin reconsidered,  and  further  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  was  specially  assigned  to  the 
next  meeting. 

LAUD  DAMAGES. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  orders  to  pay,  on  the 
usual  conditions,  for  land  taken  and  all  damages 
occasioned  by  the  laying  out  of  streets  as  fol- 
lows: 

Patrick  Welch,  S985  widening  of  Geneva  ave- 
nue, and  the  grading  of  said  street  on  his  adjoin- 
ing land  to  the  grade  of  said  Geneva  avenue. 

Patrick  Welch,  $1265  widening  of  Columbia 
street,  and  the  grading  of  said  street  on  his  ad- 
joining land  to  the  grade  of  said  Columbia 
street. 

Orders  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

REMOVAL  OF  BRIGHTON   OFFAL. 

Aid.  Allen  offered  an  order— That  the  super- 
intendent of  health,  with  the  approval  of  the 
mayor,  be  authorized  to  advertise  for  proposals 
and  to  enter  into  contract  for  the  removal  of 
house  offal  from  Brighton  for  the  term  of  three 
years  from  May  I,  1SS7. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Sent 
down. 

licenses. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  recommending  that 
licenses  be  granted  to  22  newsboys,  one  boot- 
black, one  peddler  of  small  wares,  one  peddler 
of  matches,  one  peddler  of  small  wares  and 
matches. 

UNDERGROUND    WIRES. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Underground  Wires,  on  the 
part  of  this  Board,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petitions  of  the  American  Bell  Telephone  Com- 
pany for  the  right  to  transfer  to  the  New  Eng 
land  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company  all  the 
rights  and  privileges  to  lay  wires  underground 
in  certain  streets  in  this  city,  acquired  by  said 
American  Bell  Telephone  Company,  under  an 
order  passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  Sept.  11, 
1882,  and  approved  by  the  mayor  Sept.  12.  1882, 
and  of  the  New  England  Telephone  and  Tele- 
graph Company  to  acquire  said  rights  and  priv- 
ileges, having  considered  the  matter,  respect- 
fully recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompany- 
ing order : 

Ordered,  That  the  American  Bell  Telephone 
Company  be  authorized  to  transfer  to  the  New 
England  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company  all 
the  rights  and  privileges  to  lay  wires  under- 
ground in  certain  streets  in  this  citv,  obtained 
under  an  order  passed  by  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, Sept.  11,  1882,  and  approved  by  the  mayor 
Sept.  12,  1882. 

Ordered,  That  the  New  England  Telephone 
and  Telegraph  Company  be  authorized  to  ac- 
quire all  the  rights  and  privileges  granted  to 
the  American  Bell  Telephone  Company,  to  lay 
wires  underground  in  certain  streets  in  this  city, 
under  an  order  passed  by  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, Sept.  12,  1882,  and  approved  by  the  mayor 
Septr.  12,  1882,  subject  to  the  provisions  and  con- 
ditions contained  in  said  order,  and  subject  to 
the  provisions  and  conditions  contained  in  Sec- 


tions 25  to  32  inclusive,  of  the  Revised  Ordinan- 
ces of  1885. 

Report  accepted ;  orders  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule.  • 

Aid.  Lee  in  the  chair. 

THE    JURY  LIST. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Allen,  the  Board  took  up 
the  jury  list,  which  was  specially  assigned  to 
this  meeting. 

Aid.  Carroll  moved  that  the  list  of  jurors 
as  submitted  by  the  registrars  of  voters  be  ac- 
cepted except  such  names  as  have  been  drawn 
the  present  year,  with  the  addition  of  names  of- 
fered by  the  members  of  the  Board  today,  ex- 
cept such  as  may  be  found  to  be  ineligible  and 
not  on  the  voting  list. 

The  motion  was  adopted. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  have  some  names  of  my  own, 
and  other  members  of  the  Board  have  some 
names,  and  by  request  of  the  members  I  desire 
to  submit  them  all  together.  I  desire  to  amend 
the  list  by  adding  to  and  taking  from  it  the 
names  on  the  first  page  of  persons  who  desire  to 
have  their  names  taken  oft  the  list.  The  rest  of 
the  names  that  appear  I  desire  to  add. 

The  Chair— The  Chair  has  a  request  from  the 
Board  of  Registrars  of  Voters  to  erase  from  the 
jury  list  of  18S7  some  12  or  15  names  of  men  who 
are  dead. 

The  list  was  as  follows : 
Wards. 

5.     Warren  J.  Poor,  95  Main  street. 

5.    Timothy    Callahan,  rear    12  Washington 

street. 
5.    Lawrence  Burns,  39  Henley  street. 

8.  Hugh  Shanley,  11  Eaton  street. 

9.  Edward  H.  Sweeney,  36  Irving  street, 

12.  William  J.  Mahonev,  3  Waverley  place. 

13.  Daniel  Oallivan,  204  "West  Fourth  street. 
15.    Charles  C.  Priest,  292  West  Fifth  street. 

17.  John  W.  Fisk,  306  Shawmut  avenue. 

18.  Rufus  G.  IN  orris,  40  Concord  square. 
18.  George  W.  Shaw,  17  Camden  street. 
21.  Ezekiel  W.  Cutter,  2  Centre  street. 
23.  Willard  J.  Humphrey,  South  street. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  move  that  the  following 
names  be  taken  from  the  jury  list,  at  their  own 
request. 

William  H.Alexander,  54  Mystic  street, Ward  3. 

William  H.  Murphy,  43  Pearl  street,  Ward  3. 

Hugh  E.  Brady,  l  Chauncy  place,  Ward  3. 

Lawrence  Burns,  39  Henley  street,  Ward  5. 

Timothy  Callahan,  rear  12  Washington  street. 
Ward  5. 

Samuel  Lombard,  54  Dunstable  street,  Ward  5. 

James  A.  Sawtell.  2  Adams  street.  Ward  5. 

Edwin  Sibley,  32  Adams  street,  Ward  5. 

Thomas  A.  Sullivan,  70  Rutherford  avenue, 
Ward  5. 

John  H.  Lee,  Union  street.  Ward  25. 

John  S.  Nason,  026  Main  street,  Ward  4. 

William  S.  Cann.  4  Sbeafe  street,  Ward  4. 

Samuel  J.  Capen,  Washington  street,  Ward  24. 

The  Chair— Aid.  Carroll  submits  a  list  of 
names  to  be  omitted  from  the  list  at  their  own 
request.and  the  Chair  will  read  it  if  any  member 
desires.    It  is  quite  a  long  list. 

Aid.  Bromwich— May  I  ask  the  question  at 
this  time  whether  we  can  relieve  those  parties 
from  a  duty  which  they  are  required  by  statute 
to  perform? 

The  Chair— The  Chair  would  be  obliged  to 
rule  and  give  the  gentleman  the  information 
that  it  is  within  the  power  of  the  Board  to  revise 
the  jury  list  submitted  by  the  registrars  of  vo- 
ters. 

Aid.  Bromwich— Yes  ;  hut  I  would  like  to 
know  whether  it  would  be  constitutional  to 
withdraw  them  at  their  own  request. 

The  Chair— Not  being  a  constitutional  lawyer 
the  Chair  is  unable  to  answer  the  question. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  understand  that  we  can  re- 
ject the  whole  list. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  wish  to  add  a  few  names  to 
that  list. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Donovan,  the  vote  by  which 
certain  names  were  stricken  from  the  list  at  their 
own  request  was  reconsidered. 

The  Chair— The  question  now  comes  upon 
striking  off. 

Aid.  Allen— I  acknowledge  that  we  have  a 
perfect  right  to  revise  the  jury  list  by  taking 
names  off  or  adding  to  it.  But  it  is  of  doubtful 
expediency,  1  think,  to  take  names  off  after  they 
have  been  put  on  by  the  registrars  of  voters,  for 
what  seems  to  he  a  good  and  sufficient  reason. 
Of  this  list  of  700  names  I  have  no  doubt  one  or 
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t  wo  hundred  in  my  district  would  like  me  to  get 
up  here  and  say  I  move  to  take  them  off  at  their 
request.  But  1  do  not  think  it  is  wise  or  expedi- 
ent to  do  anything  of  the  kind.  The  registrars 
of  voters  have  made  up  this  list  under  oath  to 
select  the  best  possible  names  they  can  for  ser- 
vice upon  the  jury.  I  think  we  should  accept, 
those  names  as  being  good  and  proper  names  of 
persons  qualified  to  serve  upon  the  jury.  Mere- 
ly because  Mr.  A,  B,  C,  or  D  asks  to  be  excused, 
will  the  aldermen  move  to  have  those  names 
erased?  While  we  have  that  right,  I  do  not 
think  it  is  wise  or  expedient.  1  admit  that  we 
should  change  the  list  if  there  are  good  and  suf- 
ficient reasons.  But  I  hope  the  motion  to  strike 
off  the  names  will  not  prevail. 

Aid.  Donovan— With  all  due  respect  to  the 
registrars  of  voters,  they  are  like  everybody  else 
and  are  ipt  to  make  mistakes.  Some  of  the 
most  serious  mistakes  are  made  in  the  names 
from  my  district.  The  largest  number  of 
changes  is  from  my  district.  Some  of  the  parties 
are  dead  and  gone.  Some  are  city  officers,  some 
are  police  officers.  I  don't  think  there  is  a  mem- 
ber of  tnis  Board  who  desires  to  have  such  men 
on  a  jury,  nor  do  we  desire  men  employed  by  the 
city  doing  such  service.  If  I  had  a  case  in  court 
against  the  city,  if  any  person  connected  with 
the  city  employ  should  be  upon  that  jury  I 
should  certainly  challenge  him,  without  hesita- 
tion. I  do  not  think  it  would  be  right  for  any 
person  cennected  with  the  city  government  to 
be  on  a  jury  in  a  case  against  the  city.  I  have 
asked  tohavethe  name  of  AVilliam  H.  Alexander 
stricken  from  the  list.  He  is  today  a  police 
officer  in  the  city  of  Boston  and  I  do  not  think  it 
is  right  for  a  police  officer  to  he  called  upon  to 
serve  in  that  capacity.  Then  there  is  Mr.  Wil- 
liam H.  Murphy,  a  member  of  the  Common 
Council,  and  Mr.  Hugh  E.  Brady  one  of  our  street 
commissioners,  and  Lawrence  Burns  is  dead, 
Timothy  Callahan  is  dead, Samuel  Lombard  is  in 
a  position  where  it  would  be  impossible  for  him 
to  serve  on  a  jury.  Mr.  Sawtelle  has  removed 
from  the  city,  and  you  cannot  compel  him  to 
serve.  Edwin  Sibley  has  removed  from 
the  city.  Thomas  Sullivan  is  a  city  em- 
ployee. Mr.  John  H.  Lee  is  a  member  of  this 
Board  of  Aldermen,  and  John  S.  Nason  is 
out  of  the  city  nine  months  out  of  the  12.  Wil- 
liam S.  Cunn  has  removed  from  Charlestown, 
I  don't  know  where  to.  Mr.  Samuel  J.  Capen  is 
a  member  of  this  Board  of  Aldermen.  That 
takes  the  entire  list  of  names  to  be  stricken 
from  this  list,  and  I  think  that  the  reasons  given 
are  sufficient.  I  hope  the  names  will  be  stricken 
off  for  the  reasons  given. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  am  perfectly  satisfied 
since  the  explanation  is  given,  but  I  shall  vote 
against  any  more  erasures  unless  a  satisfactory 
explanation  is  given. 

The  Chair— The  question  is  upon  striking  the 
names  from  the  list. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— If  it  is  permissible  at  this 
time,  I  want  to  add  the  names  of  John  Kearns 
of  Fellows  street,  Ward  20,  and  Thomas  L.  Har- 
low of  16  Wabon  street,  Ward  21. 

Aid.  Allen — I  understood  the  alderman  to  say 
that  these  parties  asked  that  their  names  be 
erased.  Lawrence  Burns  is  dead.  Did  he  make 
the  request.  Timothy  Callahan  is  dead.  Did  he 
make  the  request? 

Aid.  Donovan— I  am  not  going  to  be  responsi- 
ble for  any  statements  that  the  Chair  has  made. 
But  I  am  responsible  for  those  names  coming 
before  this  Board. 

Aid.  Allen— No,  hut  the  gentlemen  who  pre- 
sented the  list  said  that  the  parties  requested 
that  their  names  he  stricken  off  at  their  own  re- 
quest. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  did  not  state  that  to  the 
Board.    It  was  the  Chair  that  stated  it. 

Aid.  Donovan — I  am  the  only  person  responsi- 
ble for  the  presentation  of  those  names  to  be 
stricken  from  this  list.  I  have  not  made  the 
statement  that  it  was  done  at  their  request. 
After  an  explanation  was  asked  for  why  those 
names  were  to  be  taken  from  that  list,  I  think  I 
gave  this  Board  good  reasons  why  it  should  be 
done,  and  whilst  giving  those  reasons  I  think  I 
stated  to  the  Board  that  both  those  gentlemen 
were  dead.  Now  I  do  object  to  any  byplay, 
when  gentlemen  are  dead  and  gone,  of  the  na- 
ture that  has  been  attempted  in  regard  to  the 
striking  of  those  names  from  the  list. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  think  I  stated  very  plainly 
that  I  presented  a  list  of  some  names  of  my  own 
and  the  names  that  other  gentlemen  of   the 


Board  of  Aldermen  gave  me.  When  it  came  to 
striking  off  the  names  I  knew  those  in  the  list 
that  I  gave  who  had  made  the  request.  I  should 
not  want  it  to  appear  in  the  statement  to  the 
public  that  this  Board  had  not  allowed  the  names 
of  certain  men  to  be  put  upon  the  jury  list.  I 
am  perhaps  a  little  more  sensitive  upon  that 
matter  than  some  other  members  of  the  Board. 
There  are  some  members  of  the  Board  so  good 
and  holy  and  pure  that  the  newspapers  do  not 
think  enough  of  them  to  comment  on  them 
when  they  do  anything  wrong.  On  the  other 
hand  I  am  one  of  those  unfortunate  victims  of 
newspaper  notoriety  that  they  take  particular 
pains  to  parade  AVilliam  P.  Carroll  and  his  place 
of  business  before  the  public  every  day.  While  it 
is  amusing  to  them  I  find  only  a  little  advertise- 
ment in  it  which  I  hope  will  prove  a  good  in- 
vestment for  me  in  my  business.  •  My  object  in 
having  those  names  go  on  the  list  is  to  prevent 
some  cheap  newspaper  from  saying  that  the 
Board  would  not  allow  these  men.  of  whom  I 
think  pretty  well,  to  be  put  on  the  list.  If  I 
have  been  the  cause  of  any  merriment  I  am 
glad  to  know  that  I  have  lived  long  enough  to 
cause  it. 

Aid.  Bromwich — Explanations  seem  to  he  in 
order  and  I  want  to  say  that  I  was  one  who 
doubted  the  authority  that  we  had  to  do  it,  and 
I  am  doubtful  now  as  to  our  constitutional  au- 
thority to  do  it.  But  after  the  explanation  of 
the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  the  reasons  why 
he  asks  to  have  the  names  taken  off  I  am  per- 
fectly satisfied  and  I  believe  it  is  perfectly 
within  our  province  to  do  so  and  we  cannot  do 
anything  else.  I  have  no  doubt  the  alderman 
from  the  sixth  district  has  sufficient  reasons  for 
requesting  what  he  has,  and  I  am  perfectly  sat- 
isfied although  I  doubt  the  advisability  of  doing 
it. 

The  motion  to  strike  from  the  list  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  the  names  of 
John  E.  Rice,  114  Brook  avenue,  Charles  R.  Cur- 
tis, Millmont  street,  and  William  F.  Brown,  3 
Bowditch  court,  were  added  to  the  list. 

The  list  as  amended  was  accepted  and  ap- 
proved by  the  Board. 

EAST  BOSTON  FERRIES— SARGENT'S  WHARF. 

Aid.  Sullivan  called  up  the  past  assignment, 
viz.: 

20.  Majority  and  minority  reports  with  order 
to  lease  to  Elisha  Atkins  portions  of  East  Boston 
ferry  property  adjoining  Sargent's  wharf. 

The  chairman  read  the  majority  and  minority 
reports. 

Aid.  Donovan  moved  to  substitute  the  minor- 
ity report  for  that  of  the  majority. 

Aid.  Sullivan— On  that  I  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Aid.  Donovan — I  don't  propose  to  take  up  the 
time  of  the  Board  to  any  extent,  after  the  re- 
marks I  made  when  I  presented  my  minority 
report  previous  to  this.  But  since  that  meeting 
the  idea  has  come  to  me,  and  that  is  that  this 
land  be  transferred  to  the  Board  of  Directors  for 
Public  Institutions,  they  to  use  the  same  for  an 
entrance  to  their  boat,  all  the  lands  or  the 
wharves  that  they  now  occupy  to  he  set  aside  or 
transferred  to  the  Board  of  Police  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  new  station  they  are  now  asking  for, 
for  Station  8,  or  for  the  harbor  police,  which 
will  save  to  the  city  the  purchasing  of  property 
for  that  division.  There  is  room  enough  there 
for  that  very  thing,  and  I  think  the  wise  judg- 
ment of  the  government  would  he  to  hold  that 
strip  of  3200  and  odd  feet  of  land  for 
the  950  years  they  are  asked  to  lease 
it,  and  for  which  they  will  have  to 
pay  over  $800  a  year,  instead  of  giving  a  lease 
for  the  same  period  of  time  to  somebody  else, 
and  he  in  return  to  pay  only  S100.  In  other 
words,  we  are  to  pay  for  the  next  950  years  over 
9700  a  year  rent,  for  which  we  will  receive  no 
benefit.  Now  Mr.  Atkins  reported,  as  the  Com- 
mittee on  East  Boston  Ferries  were  sure,  that 
he  proposed  to  make  certain  alterations.  But 
no  portion  of  those  alterations  will  this  land  be 
utilized  for.  On  the  contrary,  it  will  be  used  for 
the  construction  of  coal-sheds,  which,  to  my 
mind,  and  to  the  mind  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  for  Public  Institutions,  would 
be  a  great  detriment  instead  of  any  benefit  to 
the  city.  Gentlemen,  if  we  grant  this  strip  of 
land  for  this  nominal  price,  for  this  long  term, 
and  for  which  we  will  have  to  pay  over  §700  a 
year,  we  will  give  the  right  to  this  party  to  con- 
struct coal-sheds  alongside  of  where  our  boat 
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comes  in, — namely,  the  J.  Putnam  Bradlee. 
If,  under  the  circumstances,  this  Board  de- 
sires to  pass  the  order  contained  in  the 
majority  report,  all  they  have  to  do  is  not  to 
accept  the  minority  report.  It  is  immaterial  to 
me,  and  it  is  immaterial,  I  think,  to  each  and 
every  member  of  the  Committee  on  East  Boston 
Ferries.  I  desire  to  say,  so  far  as  the  committee 
is  concerned,  that  there  is  no  feeling-  in  this 
matter.  I  think  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
will  bear  me  out  in  that.  There  is  no  feeling 
'  and  no  interest  in  the  matter.  I  think  the  best 
interests  of  the  city  will  be  best  subserved  by 
the  city  retaining  in  its  own  possession  that 
strip  of  3250  feet  of  land. 

Aid.  Mclaughlin— I  desire  to  say  that  I  think 
the  members  of  the  Board  would  like  to  vote  in- 
telligently on  this  matter.  In  talking  with  the 
gentleman  on  my  left  here,  he  doesn't  seem  to 
be  very  well  posted  in  regard  to  just  what  is 
wanted  to  he  taken.  I  move  that  this  matter  lie 
on  the  table. 

Ala.  Sullivan— I  would  ask  the  alderman  to 
withdraw  his  motion,  to  lie  on  the  table,  a  mo- 
ment. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— I  will. 

Aid.  Sullivan  —  As  the  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  has  said.  I  do  not  think  the 
Committee  on  East  Boston  Ferries  has  any  in- 
terest in  this  matter,  any  more  than  the  public 
improvement  would  cost  the  city  of  Boston.  I 
was  rather  surprised  to  hear  the  chairman  of 
the  Board  state  that,  in  his  opinion,  this  prop- 
erty would  be  available  for  a  sit  for  a  police 
station.  If  any  member  of  this  Board  has  been 
down  there  during  the  business  hours  of  the 
day.  I  think  he  would  feel  satisfied  that  that 
place  is  overcrowded,  and  that  we  need  every 
foot  of  room  we  have  for  the  entrance  to  the 
steamer  Bradlee.  But  an  order  has  already 
been  passed  to  lease  this  strip  of  land,  and  the 
order  has  received  the  vote  of  this  Board.  That 
order  was  passed  last  December,  and  I  will  read 
a  communication  which  I  have  received  from 
the  clerk  ot  the  ferries  on  the  subject: 

"Excuse  me  for  asking  you  relating  to  the 
lease  of  Sargent's  wharf,  but  allow  me  to  say 
that  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  East  Boston 
Ferries  have  on  file  an  order  passed  by  the  City 
Council,  and  approved  by  His  Honor  the  Mayor 


Dec.  28,  1886,  to  execute  a  lease  for  the  term  of 
900  years  to  Elisha  Atkins  of  a  strip  of  land 
lying  between  the  south  ferry  and  Sargent's 
wharf,  for  $100  a  year,"  etc. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  seems  that  Mr.  Atkins 
already  has  the  right  to  lease  this  land,  accord- 
ing to  another  order  passed  last  December  and 
approved  by  the  mayor.  Mr.  Davis,  the  city 
surveyor,  informed  me  that  the  specifications 
did  not  minutely  describe  the  land,  and  that  he 
would,  for  that  reason,  like  to  have  another  or- 
der offered,  and  that  was  the  reason  why  the 
order  came  in  this  year.  I  have  no  objection  to 
the  order  lying  on  the  table  if  the  aldermen  de- 
sire to  see  the  property ;  and  at  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  Board  I  will  have  a  map  showing  ex- 
actly the  position  of  this  land. 

Aid.  Donovan— I  desire  to  say  that  I  got  my 
idea  about  a  station-house  from  the  report  of 
the  Board  of  Police,  who  have  consolidated 
Divisons  1  and  8.  and  have  come  before  the  City 
Council  asking  us  to  appropriate  money  to  build 
a  new  house  for  Division  1,  and  also  to  locate  a 
smaller  house  on  some  one  of  the  wharves  on 
the  river  front  for  the  harbor  police. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— I  move  to  lay  on  the  table. 
My  reason  for  desiring  to  lay  this  matter  on  the 
table  is  simply  this :  That  the  time  is  not  far  dis- 
tant, in  my  opinion,  when  there  must  be  a  De- 
partment of  Public  Docks.  The  Paving  Depart- 
ment, Sewer  Department,  Health  Department, 
overseers  of  the  poor,  all  will  have  to  be  con- 
solidated under  one  management.  Now  it  is  a 
question  to  my  mind  whether  this  strip  of  land 
may  not  be  used  in  conjunction  with  the  other, 
and  the  Bradlee  changed  to  some  other  berth. 
"Wharf  property  is  very  valuable,  especially  in 
that  section  of  the  city,  and  I  don't  think  the 
city  ought  to  give  away  anything  for  over  900 
years  which  in  a  few  years  or  sooner  they  may 
like  to  use.  For  that  reason  I  move  that  the 
matter  lie  on  the  table  and  that  the  Board  visit 
the  premises. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  carried. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan  it  was  voted  that 
the  Board  visit  Sargent's  wharf,  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  chairman. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Aid.  McLaughlin,  at 
7.02  P.M. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Thursday,  March  31,  1887. 

Special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
1  o'clock  P.M.,  called  hy  the  mayor  "for  the  pur- 
nose  of  providing  means  for  the  payment  of 
weekly  salaries  and  wages  due  to  city  em- 
ployees." 

AUK  Donovan,  chairman,  presiding,  and  all 
the  members  present. 

The  call  was  read  and  placed  on  file. 

Aid.  Bromwioh— I  would  move  that  a  com- 
mittee of  this  Board  be  appointed  to  wait  on  His 
Honor  the  Mayor  and  request  him  to  give  us  a 
consultation,  that  we  may  know  exactly  where 
this  money  is  to  come  from,  and  what  his  wishes 
are.  He  is  the  executive  head  of  this  govern- 
ment and  we  are  the  legislative  department,  and 
it  will  be  better,  in  my  opinion,  for  the  two  de- 
partments to  act  in  conjunction,  in  an  amicable, 
friendly  way.  I  do  not  say  this  because  I  shall 
differ  with  anything  that  the  mayor  will  say, 
but  I  think  it  will  be  best  to  understand  the 
mayor's  wishes,  and  if  we  can  comply  with 
them  it  will  be  better.    I  will  make  that  motion. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  suggest  to 
Aid.  Bromwich  that  the  purpose  for  which  he 
requires  his  committee  would  leave  the  Board 
in  a  very  delicate  position.  By  sending  a  com- 
mittee to  the  mayor  for  that  purpose  it  would 
leave  the  Board,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Chair, 
open  to  censure  and  ridicule,  as  it  is  the  duty  of 
this  Board,  in  conjunction  with  the  other  branch 
of  the  government,  under  our  joint  rules,  to  pro- 
vide the  means._  Under  the  circumstances,  if 
the  alderman  insists  upon  having  the  commit- 
tee, the  Chair  would  put  the  motion.  Aid. 
Bromwich  moves  that  a  eommittte  be  appointed 
to  wait  upon  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  request 
a  consultation  with  him. 

Aid.  Bromwich— If  you  will  allow  me  to  ex- 
plain ;  I  do  not  think  it  would  belittle  this  Board 
at  any  time  to  wish  to  consult  with  the  Execu- 
tive Department  before  we  take  action  on  any 
subject  for  legislation.  I  intended  it  only  in  a 
friendly  way.  I  do  not  really  see  that  it  will 
make  us  appear  in  any  light  other  than  wishing 
to  act  in  conformity  with  the  wishes  of  the 
mayor. 

The  Chairman— I  would  state  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  alderman  that  I  took  his  state- 
ment that  he  desired  to  know  from  His  Honor 
the  Mayor  where  he  expected  to  get  this  money. 
Your  Committee  on  Finance,  by  an  order  re- 
ported by  them  and  now  before  this  Board, 
have  already  informed  the  City  Council  where 
the  money  can  come  from.  If  the  alderman  in- 
sists upon  appointing  a  committee  to  wait  upon 
His  Honor  the  Mayor  he  could  only  state  to  the 
committee  just  what  the  Finance  Committee 
have  stated  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  as  to 
where  this  money  shall  come  from,  and  that  will 
leave  this  Board  in  a  very  awkward  position. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  do  not  see  any  necessity 
for  the  motion  of  the  alderman  opposite.  We 
know  where  this  money  is  to  come  from,  and  we 
think  we  know  where  it  is  going.  At  the  last 
meeting  I  asked  that  this  matter  might  be  laid 
over,  in  order  that  we  might  get  some  informa- 
tion. I  have  consulted  with  the  auditor  and 
also  with  the  city  solicitor  since  that  time,  and 
they  both  assure  me  that  the  Weekly  Payment 
act,  passed  by  the  Legislature  last  year,  makes 
our  current  month  13  months  rather  than  12, and 
that  we  are  compelled  to  provide  the  means  for 
the  payment  of  the  men  during  the  month  of 
April  of  this  year,  which  has  never  happened 
before,  because  in  previous  years  the  month  of 
April  lapped  over  on  to  the  next  financial  year. 
We  have  known  of  this  thing.  It  was  ta'lked 
over  at  various  times  last  year.  It  was  talked 
over  in  the  Finance  Committee  at  the  time  the 
money  was  being  borrowed  last  fall,  and  it  was 
recognized  that  this  thing  had  to  be  met  and 
provided  for  at  some  time.  So  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  revenue  of  the  city,  which  has  been 
applied  each  year  to  the  tax  levy,  was  estimated, 
all  of  it  with  the  exception  of  this  item  of  li- 
censes, which  was  allowed  to  lie  in  the  treasury 


during  the  year  or  on  deposit  at  perhaps  2  per 
cent,  while  we  were  borrowing  money  at  4  per 
cent.  That  has  been  the  general  custom  with  that 
item.  But  with  the  others  the  appropriation 
has  been  estimated  only,  and  we  have  spent  it 
as  fast  as  we  have  got  it.  This  item  alone  has 
not  been  used  until  the  next  year,  when  it  has 
been  turned  into  the  treasury  after  lying  idle 
for  nearly  a  year.  Now  the  city  solicitor  assures 
me  that  this  is  the  only  money  we  can  get  to 
meet  these  bills  which  we  must  pay,  and  it  is 
proposed  to  use  the  fund  for  that  purpose.  Per- 
haps the  chairman  of  the  committee  may  have 
the  report  of  the  corporation  counsel  showing 
that  these  bills  will  have  to  be  provided  for. 
The  city  solicitor  says  this  is  the  only  place  we 
can  get  this  money,  and  it  is  apparent  that  we 
must  use  the  fund  from  liquor  licenses,  which  has 
laid  in  the  treasury  since  last  May.  Therefore 
it  seems  to  me  we  had  better  pass  that  order  al- 
lowing a  certain  portion  of  this  money— not  the 
whole  of  it,  but  whatever  is  needed — to  be  taken 
from  that  fund  and  devoted  to  the  payment  of 
those  bills.  There  is  no  necessity  for  appointing 
a  committee  to  go  to  the  mayor  or  anybody  else, 
for  he  will  tell  us  just  exactly  what  the  Law  De- 
partment and  the  city  auditor  have  told  us, 
that  the  bills  are  before  us  to  be  paid,  and  this  is 
the  only  place  where  we  can  possibly  get  any 
money  to  pay  them  with. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  think  I  remember  accu- 
rately that  when  the  appropriations  were  made 
last  year  this  extra  month  was  taken  into  con- 
sideration before  the  appropriations  were  made ; 
in  fact,  I  know  it  was,  for  I  was  on  the  Commit- 
tee on  Appropriations,  and  it  was  talked  over 
continually  about  voting  to  supply  the  extra 
money  for  weekly  payments  for  the  month  of 
April.  It  was  talked  over  a  great  deal,  and  cer- 
tainly was  known  when  his  honor,  in  his  inau- 
gural address,  said  that  he  could  run  the  city  on 
that  basis,  and  would  try  to  do  it.  Now  I  think 
that  as  His  Honor  the  Mayor  has  made  that  re- 
mark, and  it  has  gone  publicly,  throughout  the 
length  and  breadth  of  the  city,  it  will  be  no  harm 
for  us  to  consult  with  the  mayor  as  to  bow  he  in- 
tends to  do  it,  and  whether  he  can  suggest  any 
plan.  How  do  we  know  but  that  His  Honor  the 
Mayor  will  veto  anything  that  may  pass  here? 
I  think  it  is  not  out  of  place  to  consult  with  him, 
and  if  there  is  to  be  any  obloquy  thrown  upon 
the  city  government  let  him  take  a  share  witli 
us  in  it.  That  is  the  stand  I  take— that  we  ought 
to  go  the  mayor  and  see  what  he  has  to  say  and 
hear  from  him  either  by  communication  or  by 
word  by  mouth,  I  shall  vote  against  touching 
one  cent  of  that  money,  although  1  do  not  want 
to  do  it  without  trying  my  best  to  have  a  con- 
sultation with  His  Honor  the  Mayor  by  a  commit- 
tee of  this  Board.  So  I  say  again,  and  I  reiterate 
it,  this  extra  month  was  fully  considered  when 
the  appropriations  were  made.    I  know  it  was. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— Mr.  Chairman 

The  Chairman— 1  desire  to  call  Aid.  Broni- 
wicli's  attention  to  Rule  14  of  the  Joint  Rules. 
Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  has  the  floor. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  like  to  see  the  alderman 
opposite  stand  up  with  me  for  reform.  I  am  just 
as  strongly  opposed  to  using  any  of  next  year's 
money  for  this  year's  bills  as  he  is,  and  I  should 
oppose  it  ag  rigorously  as  be  does.  But  I  don't 
believe  in  being  mulish  or  stubborn  in  these 
things,  when  we  are  convinced  that  there  is  no 
way  out  of  it  but  to  get  up  man-fashion  and  face 
it,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  is  the  proper  thing 
for  us  to  do  now.  The  alderman  is  entirely 
wrong  when  he  says  provision  was  made  for 
weekly  payments  by  the  committee  of  last  year. 
I  have  no  doubt  it  was  made  in  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations,  but  when  we  came  to  go  into 
committee  of  the  whole  it  was  decided,  when  we 
came  to  each  department,  to  cut  out  the  estimate 
for  weekly  payments,  and  we  refused  to  make 
that  provision.  That  thing  has  laid  over;  it  has 
been  spoken  of  by  the  Finance  Committee,  that 
we  ought  to  borrow  enough  money  to  meet  that 
expense,  and  then  the  doubt  arose  whether  we 
had  the  right  to  borrow  money  for  such  a  pur- 
pose ;  so  it  hung  along.  I  think  every  one  in 
the  committee,  and  I  am  very  sure  every  one  in 
the  old  Board  recognized  the  fact  that  that 
thing  had  got  to  be  met  at  last.  During 
the  last  few  weeks  the  question  has  been 
raised  as  to  where  we  were  going  to  get 
the  money.  The  city  solicitor  has  discovered 
this  fund  in  the  treasury,  and  says  it  can  be 
used  for  this  purpose.  There  is  no  question  but 
what  the  men  have  got  to  be  paid,  because  the 
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bills  are  perfectly  legitimate.  If  we  go  in  this 
puerile  way  to  the  Executive  Department  we 
will  be  simply  told  just  what  we  know  now, 
that  the  bills  have  got  to  be  paid,  and  there  is 
no  danger  of  the  order  being  vetoed.  That  is 
the  only  possible  place  where  we  can  get  the 
money  with  which  to  pay  them.  Now,  I  am 
willing  to  vote  for  a  sufficient  amount  of  money 
to  clean  up  these  old  bills  and  stop  there. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  suppose,  Mi.  Chairman,  that 
if  it-  has  been  decided  by  one  of  our  leading 
dailies  that  the  mayor  is  the  bigger  man  of  the 
two,  it  would  be  well  that  Aid.  Carroll  would 
have  to  agree  with  the  suggestion  of  my  friend 
opposite  that  we  might  see  the  mayor  and  have 
a  talk  with  him,  because  if  he  is  a  bigger  man 
than  one  alderman  the  same  journal  will  make 
him  a  bigger  man  than  12  of  them.  I  am  glad  to 
occupy  that  position  in  relation  to  this  leading 
journal.  It  seems  to  me  there  can  be  no  harm 
in  taking  this  action,  and  by  the  Legislative  and 
Executive  Departments  acting  together  it  will 
be  a  service  of  notice  upon  the  Legislature  that 
the  city  of  Boston  cannot  live  under  the  laws 
made  and  carry  on  the  business  of  the  city. 
While  I  agree  with  the  alderman  on  my  right 
that  we  have  as  much  information  now  as  we 
would  after  visiting  the  mayor,  I  still  think  it 
would  do  no  harm  to  have  the  committee  ap- 
pointed and  to  hear  his  views,  and  let  the  pub- 
lic know  what  those  views  are. 

Aid.  Lee— I  am  opposed,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  from  this  branch 
to  wait  upon  His  Honor  the  Mayor.  It  must  be 
evident  to  every  gentleman  present  at  this 
Board  that  His  Honor  the  Mayor  would  not  have 
convened  this  Board  in  special  session  unless  he 
had  been  convinced  that  the  necessity  existed 
to  provide  means  to  pay  the  laboring  men  and 
the  other  employees  in  the  city  departments  at 
the  present  time.  The  alderman  on  my  left, 
who  made  the  proposition  that  the  committee 
should  be  appointed  finally  wound  up  by  say- 
ing, "How  do  we  know  but  what  His  Honor  the 
Mayor  will  veto  it?"  That  I  consider  at  the 
present  time  has  nothing  to  do  with  'the  case, 
nor  is  it  any  of  our  business.  It  is  time  enough 
for  us  to  act  in  the  premises  when  the  veto 
message  comes  here,  and  if,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  gentlemen  of  this  Board,  that  veto  is  wise 
and  judicious,  then  the  mayor  will  be  sustained; 
on  the  contrary,  if.  in  the  opinion  of  two  thirds 
of  the  members  of  this  Board,  the  necessity 
exists  that  the  laboring  men  and  other  em- 
ployees of  the  city  must  be  paid,  then,  sir,  this 
Board  has  judgment  enough  to  pass  the  order 
over  the  veto  of  His  Honor  the  B'layor  The 
alderman  says,  again,  Mr.  Chairman,  "How  do 
we  know?"  I  am  unable  to  construe  what  he 
means  by  that,  but  it  should  be  evident  to  him 
that,  from  the  debates  which  took  place  last 
year  in  the  City  Council,  this  weekly  payment 
bill  was  considered  by  the  Committee  on  Ap- 
propriations, and  was  very  long  and  very  care- 
fully considered  by  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
and  the  chairman  of  that  committee,  who  now 
occupies  a  seat  in  this  Board,  pleaded,  sir,  with 
that  committee,  that  that  amount  should 
be  provided  for.  Later  in  the  session, 
I  am  pleased  to  say,  he  again  pleaded  with  the 
committee  that  a  sufficient  sum  should  be 
placed  in  the  loan  bill  of  last  year  to  meet  this 
weekly  payment.  He  and  other  members  of  the 
committee  were  met  with  the  saying  that  it  was 
time  enough  to  bid  the  devil  good  morning  when 
you  meet  him.  Now  I  take  it  from  the  commu- 
nication that  has  been  sent  in  here,  and  also 
from  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  'Finance, 
that  we  have  met  him,  and  that  we  must  hid 
him  good  morning  or  else  twist  his  tail.  Now  I 
trust  this  Board  will  take  action  today,  without 
any  consultation  with  the  Executive  Depart- 
ment. As  I  said  before,  the  executive  must  he 
satisfied  that  a  necessity  does  exist  and  that  the 
means  must  be  provided  to  meet  these  weekly 
payment  bills. 

Aid.  Bromwich— The  gentleman  lays  great 
stress  upon  the  words  I  uttered  in  saying  that 
the  mayor  may  veto  it.  I  will  make  myself 
more  plain  to  the  gentleman  from  the  Brighton 
disrrict.  The  mayor  may  veto  the  measure  we 
may  pass  thinking  or  saying  that  there  was 
another  way  that  he  knew  of  that  it  would  be 
better  for  us  to  apply  to.  I  did  not  mean  to  say 
that  he  would  veto  anything  that  we  might  see 
fit  to  pass.  I  remember  that  last  year  when  an 
order  was  passed  here  for  a  loan  to  be  made  to 
remove  the  snow,  I  waited  upon  His  Honor  the 


Mayor,  and  he  showed  to  my  satisfaction  that 
there  was  money  enough  in  the  power  of  the 
government  to  be  used  without  any  loan  to  re- 
move the  snow.  Now,  through  going  to  the 
mayor  and  being  shown  that  fact  I  could  not 
vote  for  the  loan  because  it  was  unnecessary. 
If  we  had  passed  that  order  to  borrow  the  money 
the  mayor  would  have  vetoed  it  because  he  had 
the  ways  and  means  at  his  disposal,  if  the  gov- 
ernment had  applied  to  him,  to  meet  that  ex- 
pense. How  do  Ave  know  but  that  he  has  the 
means  at  his  disposal  to  meet  this  very  expense? 
I  say  it  is  right  for  us  to  consult  with  him,  and 
that  we  ought  to  appoint  a  committee  for  that 
purpose.  1  do  not  see  that  there  is  anything 
wrong  in  it.  I  make  the  motion -in  good  faith. 
I  have  nothing  more  to  say  about  it  than  that  I 
really  and  honestly  think  it  is  the  best  thing  to 
do. 

Aid.  Allen— 1  am  opposed  to  the  motion 
which  has  been  made  by  my  friend  on  the  other 
side  of  the  chamber.  It  seems  that  we  have  as- 
sembled here  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  this 
question  at  the  request  of  His  Honor  the 
Mayor,  and  I  believe  we  should  meet  it  without 
making  any  consultation  with  His  Honor  the 
Mayor.  From  the  best  information  I  have  been 
able  to  obtain  this  is  the  only  fund  in  which 
there  is  any  money  that  can  be  used  for  the 
purpose  named,  and  we  might  consult  with  the 
executive  from  now  until  November  and  we 
should  not  get  information  of  any  different 
character.  The  gentleman  has  alluded  to  the 
fact  that  this  matter  was  before  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations  of  last  year.  After  the  esti- 
mates of  the  different  departments  had  been 
sent  in,  and  while  the  appropriations  were  be- 
ing considered  by  the  committee,  we  were  sud- 
denly confronted  with  a  bill  which  had  been 
passed  by  the  Legislature  requiring  weekly  pay- 
ments to  be  made.  That  matter  was  pressed 
very  strongly  upon  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee and  they  were  distinctly  told  in  the 
most  emphatic  terms  that  we  should  be  re- 
quired to  pay  13  months'  bills  instead  of  12 
months' for  the  reason  that  we  would  have  to 
pay  the  bills  of  April.  1887,  during  the  month 
of  April,  1887,  instead  of  allowing  them  to  go 
over  and  be  paid  in  the  May  draft  as  had  been 
done  the  preceding  years.  Although  that  view 
of  the  case  was  very  strongly  urgerlby  the  audi- 
tor arid  treasurer,  and  by  several  members  of 
the  finance  and  appropriation  committees,  their 
ideas  in  regard  to  it  were  simply  ignored,  and 
the  amount  that  would  he  required  was  not  in- 
cluded in  the  appropriation.  The  gentleman 
from  the  Brighton  district  has  correctly  stated 
the  case  in  that  regard,  as  he  has  also  correctly 
stated  the  fact  in  regard  to  the  consideration 
given  to  the  same  subject  during  the  year  by  the 
finance  committee,  when  they  thought  it  was 
wise  to  include  the  amount  in  the  loan  bill 
passed  in  December  which  was  necessary  to  pro- 
vide for  these  payments.  Now  the  fact  is  we 
have  gone  on  and  paid  out  the  money  for  12 
months,  and  the  question  now  before  us  is, 
where  shall  we  raise  the  money  to  pav  for  the 
Lith  month?  It  is  very  certain  that  this  money 
which  has  been  laid  aside  from  liquor  licenses  is 
the  only  money  which  is  available,  and  we 
must  either  take  that  or  let  the  hills  remain  un- 
paid. Now  we  are  in  that  position  and  we  have 
got  to  meet  it.  I  regret  very  much  that  the  mat- 
ter was  not  provided  for  when  we  made  the  ap- 
propriation last  year.  It  ought  to  have  been 
done.  That  was  my  expressed  view  of  the  case 
then. 

Aid.  Bromwich— Will  the  alderman  allow  me 
to  ask  a  question? 

Aid.  Allen— Certainly. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  would  like  to  ask  if  the  ex- 
1  ra  month  was  not  brought  up  after  it  camo  he- 
fore  the  Finance  Committee,  and  if  the  sticking 
point  was  not  upon  the  percentage  of  tax  that 
should  he  collected  to  provide  for  it? 

Aid.  Allen— I  do  not  recollect  it  in  that  phase. 
AVe  had  a  good  deal  of  wrangling  over  whether 
we  should  appropriate  100  cents  on  the  dollar  or 
1)0  cents,  winch  was  the  largest  amount  ever  col- 
lected, and  I  believe  we  appropriated  90  or  97 
cents.  But  the  subject  of  the  13  months' hills 
was  not  ignored  on  any  such  ground  as  has  been 
suggested,  so  far  as  my  recollection  is  con- 
cerned. Now  I  may  have  a  little  something  fur- 
ther to  say  later  on  in  regard  to  the  order  before 
us ;  but  at- present  I  am  only  speaking  upon  the 
motion  of  the  alderman  on  the  other  side  of  the 
chamber.    I  think  we  should  meet   this   case 
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just  as  it  stands  here  and  not  go  around  seeking 
information  from  the  Executive  Department. 
I  have  no  fear  of  a  veto.  The  executive  will 
do  whatever  he  sees  lit.  If  he  deems  it  proper- 
to  veto  any  action  taken  here  we  will  see  after 
that  what  we  will  do  about  it.  But  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  go  begging  the  question  with  the  Execu- 
tive Department  as  to  what  he  -wants  it  to  do. 
Let  us  do  manfully  what  we  believe  it  to  be 
our  duty  to  do. 

Aid.  Brojiwk'h — The  Board  will  perhaps  re- 
member that  after  several  meetings  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  with  such  members  of  the 
Common  Council  as  were  appointed  to  meet 
them,  the  difference  between  the  members  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  the  Common  Coun- 
cil was  the  percentage  of  the  whole  arnount 
that  should  be  subject  to  taxation.  One  par- 
ty wanted  to  tax  the  whole  100  cents 
on  the  dollar,  and  the  other  party  thought 
it  should  be  96  cents,  which  was  about 
3  percentage  more  than  the  usual  aver- 
age. The  difficulty  of  removing  the  obstacles 
between  the  two  parties  was  in  providing  for  the 
extra  expense  this  year  on  account  of  weekly 
payments.  The  alderman  opposite  wags  his 
head  as  if  that  was  not  it,  but  I  certainly  be- 
lieve that  something  of  that  kind  was  men- 
tioned. But  whether  it  was  or  not  will  make  no 
difference.  Putting  all  this  one  side,  I  think  it 
is  the  duty  of  this  Board  to  consult  with  the 
Executive  Department  as  to  what  his  wishes 
are.  if  he  has  any.  I  do  not  think  it  will  belittle 
us  or  make  us  appear  small  in  the  eyes  of  the 
community.  I  am  willing  to  take  that  risk.  I 
think  His  Honor  the  Mayor  would  consult  with 
us  and  tell  us  what  in  bis  opinion  would  be  the 
best  thing  to  do.  I  want  that  opinion  and  I  am 
going  to  have  it. 

Aid.  Sullivan — 1  am  opposed  to  appointing 
any  committee  of  this  body  to  wait  upon  His 
Honor  the  Mayor.  His  Honor  the  Mayor  does 
not  consult  us  when  he  has  anything  that  he 
thinks  that  it  is  proper  for  him  to  do.  I  had  the 
honor  of  serving  upon  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations last  year,  and  I  think  the  alderman 
opposite  is  right  in  saying  that  the  question  of 
providing  for  weekly  payments  in  13  months 
was  brought  up.  But  I  think  the  alderman  has 
.  forgotten  that  after  we  went  into  committee  of 
the  whole  that  matter  was  dropped  and  we  did 
not  provide  for  it.  I  do  not  know  the  amount 
that  is  required  to  meet  those  payments,  and  I 
do  not  know  the  amount  that  is  in  that  fund. 

The  Chairman— The  fund  amounts  to  be- 
tween $415,000  and  8420,000. 

The  motion  to  appoint  a  committee  to  consult 
with  the  mayor  was  declared  lost.  Aid.  Broni- 
wich  doubted  the  vote  and  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays.    The  motion  was  lost :  yeas  5,  navs  7 : 

Yeas — Aid.  Bromwich,  Capen.  Carroll,  Haynes, 
C.  W.  Smith— 5. 

Nayes— Aid.  Allen,  Donovan,  Lee,  Maguire, 
McLaughlin,  N.  G.  Smith,  Sullivan— 7. 

The  Board  took  up  the  special  assignment, 
viz: 

Order  reported  by  the  Finance  Committee — 
That  the  city  auditor  be  authorized  to  audit  and 
allow  and  the  city  treasurer  to  pay  the  salaries 
and  wages  of  the  city  employees  as  they  shall 
become  due  until  April  30,  and  whenever  the 
balance  of  an  appropriation  is  insufficient  to 
meet  the  same  the  city  auditor  is  authorized  to 
transfer  such  an  amount  as  may  be  necessary 
from  the  receipts  from  liquor  licenses. 

The  question  was  on  passage. 

Aid.  Allen— As  I  stated  in  some  remarks  made 
a  few  minutes  ago, the  matter  of  paying  13  months' 
bills  in  12  months  was  considered  last  year,  and 
the  proposition  to  make  the  appropriation  so 
that  it  would  cover  that  pointwas  ignored.  Now 
we  are  met  face  to  face  with  the  fact 
that  we  have  got  to  provide  money  for 
the  13th  month.  It  seems  that  there  is  a  fund  in 
the  hands  of  the  treasurer  which  is  known  as 
the  liquor  license  fund.  The  net  amount  of  that 
fund,  after  paying  the  moiety  that  belongs  to 
the  State,  which  under  the  law  is  about  25  per 
cent,  if  I  recollect  rightly,  is  a  little  over  four 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  or  about  four  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  thousand.  Under  the  arrange- 
ment which  has  been  in  operation  heretofore, 
that  $415,000  would  remain-in  the  treasury  until 
the  first  day  of  next  May  and  then  go  into  the 
receipts  [or  the  financial  year  commencing  May 
1,  18S7,  and  known  as  the  financial  year  1887-8S. 
[  suppose  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  we  have  the 
legal  right  to  expend  this  money,  and  I  presume 


that  when  His  Honor  the  Mayor  made  his  in- 
augural address  on  the  3d  of  January  (page  23) 
he  had  this  in  mind : 

"If  any  great  emergency  arises  during  the  next 
year,  where  any  considerable  amount  of  money 
is  wanted,  I  am  certain  legal  means  will  be 
found  to  obtain  it." 

I  presume  this  is  the  legal  means  found  to 
make  these  payments.  I  have  made  diligent  in- 
quiry, and  so  far  as  I  am  able  to  aseertain,  the 
money  required  for  pay-rolls  for  laborers  up  to 
the  1st  of  May  will  be  about  $125,000,  upon  the 
basis  of  today.  Now,  sir,  I  am  willing  to  vote  to 
pay  these  laborers  out  of  this  fund,— not  that  I 
like  to  do  it.  but  it  seems  that  is  the  only  fund 
that  is  left.  But  in  so  doing,  and  before  voting 
upon  the  passage  of  the  order.  I  wish  to  offer  an 
amendment  to  limit  the  amount  which  maybe 
expended  under  this  order.  I  want  to  he  gener- 
ous ;  I  want  to  be  liberal.  I  am  told  by  the  offi- 
cials connected  with  the  monetary  department 
of  the  government,  that  $125,000  will  probably 
be  all  that  is  needed  for  these  payments.  But 
as  I  said  before,  I  want  to  be  liberal  and  gener- 
ous about  it,  and  I  am  going  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment to  be  added  to  the  order  in  these  words: 

"But  the  money  paid  as  herein  provided  shall 
not  in  any  event  exceed  a  total  sum  of  $150,000." 

Then  if  we  expend  $150,000— and  it  seems  to 
me  that  is  more  than  is  wanted— we  shall  have 
at  least  $250,000  of  this  fund  to  carry  into  the 
next  financial  year.  I  *.o  not  like  to  vote  for 
this  order,  but  I  am  going  to  do  so  because  it 
seems  to  be  necessary. 

Aid.  Haynes— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man who  has  just  sat  down,  if  this  money  is  to 
be  limited  to  the  payments  of  salaries  and  for 
no  other  purpose? 

For  information,  the  Chairman  read  the  order 
and  the  amendment. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man who  offered  the  amendment  if  the  infor- 
mation as  to  the  amount  required  is  from  such  a 
reliable  source  that  he  can  guarantee  to  this 
Board  that  $150,000  will  cover  the  amount  re- 
quired. 

Aid.  Allen — I  said  I  bad  obtained  my  infor- 
mation from  the  monetary  officials  of  the  gov- 
ernment. I  do  not  suppose  it  is  violating  any 
contidence  to  say  that  the  city  auditor  informed 
me  today,  and  also  informed  me  upon  a  previous 
occasion,  that  in  his  judgment  $125,000  would  be 
sufficient.  But  not  wishing  to  restrict  the  de- 
partments too  closely,  I  have  put  into  this 
amendment  the  sum  of  8150,000,  which  I  think 
will  be  considered  as  a  liberal  sum,  after  what 
has  been  told  me  by  the  auditor.  I  presume  that 
be  bases  bis  judgment  upon  the  payrolls  which 
have  been  coming  into  bis  office  in  the  weeks 
just  gone  by.  and  which  are  even  now  there 
awaiting  payment  on  next  Monday. 

Aid.  Carroll— The  reason  I  asked  the  ques- 
tion was,  that  from  the  nature  of  the  order  it- 
self it  would  not  show  much  difierence.  except 
so  far  as  limiting  the  amount,  because  under 
the  order  as  read  the  auditor  cannot  pay  out 
the  money  for  anything  except  for  wages,  where 
they  become  due,  and  the  amendment  is  vir- 
tually the  same  thing,  only  it  restricts  the  pay- 
ments to  the  sum  of  $150,000.  Now  I  think  it 
must  be  apparent  to  every  member  of  this 
Board  that  we  have  passed  through  a  depressing 
time,  as  far  as  labor  is  concerned,  this  year.  It 
is  a  well-known  fact  that  after  this  month  they 
will  commence  doing  more  work  than  they  have 
done  for  several  months  past.  To  illustrate: 
the  "Health  Department  will  have  to  go  out  and 
employ  a  larger  number  of  men  to  do  the  work 
usually  done  in  the  spring  cleaning,  I  also 
understand  that  in  the  Paving  Department  men 
have  been  workingonly  on  one-thiid  time.  Now 
I  think  it  is  a  proposition  that  will  be  fair  and 
proper,  that  it  is  not  a  proper  basis  for  us  to  esti- 
mate the  payments  for  next  month  upon  what 
we  are  doing  at  the  present  time.  I  think  I  hat- 
more  men  should  be  employed.  We  are  consid- 
ei  ing  the  subject  of  putting  the  Paving  Depart- 
ment upon  a  permanent  basis,  and  it  we  adopt 
the  amendment  to  the  order  it  virtually  keeps 
the  department  in  the  same  position  that  it  is 
now.  I  do  not  want  to  oppose  the  amendment, 
but  I  desire  to  have  the  matter  considered  by 
the  Board,  and  to  have  the  members 
consider  whether  the  amount  suggested  by  the 
gentleman  is  enough.  1  would  like  to  have  it 
made  $200,000,  or  somewhere  about  that  sum.  I 
would  like  to  have  the  amount  at  least  that 
much,  so  that  the  departments  can  put  a  larger 
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number  of  men  to  work.  They  are  only  on  one- 
third  time  now,  and  that  would  place  them 
upon  half  time,  which  would  require  only  a  lit- 
tle more  money.  I  do  not  want  to  he  understood 
as  opposing  the  amendment,  but  I  want  the 
Board  to  consider  the  question  whether  it  is 
enough. 

Aid.  Ali,e:n— I  am  very  much  obliged  to  the 
gentleman  for  the  suggestion  he  has  made,  be- 
cause it  gives  me  an  opportunity  to  state  the 
reason  why  I  added  $25,000  to  the  amount  which 
the  Board  said  was  sufficient.  Of  course,  .$125,000 
would  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  men  upon  the  ba- 
sis of  the  present  pay-rolls.  But  I  want  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  gentlemen  to  the  fact  that  I 
have  added  .$25,000  to  that  amount.     There  are 


in  the  month  of  April  25  working  days ;  $25,000 
will  give  the  opportunity  to  employ  500  men  at 
$2  a  day,  during  those  25  days.  That  is  the  ex- 
tent of  my  liberality.  I  think  it  will  give  them 
the  opportunity  to  employ  all  the  men  that 
are  needed. 

The  amendment  of  Aid.  Allen  was  adopted. 
The  order  as  amended  was  passed,  Aid.  Allen 
calling  for  the  yeas  and  nays ;  yeas  12,  nays  none. 
Sent  down. 

The  Chairman— The  purpose  for  which  this 
meeting  was  convened  having  been  accom- 
plished, there  is  no  business  before  the  Board. 

Adjourned  at  1.46  P.  M.,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Sul- 
livan. 
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Proceedings   of    the   Common    Council, 


Thursday,  March  "81,  1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  at 
7.30  P,  M.,  President  Barry  in  the  chair. 

By  direction  of  the  President  the  roll  was 
called  -with  the  following  rusult: 

Present— Atwood,  Barry.  Blume.  Bowman, 
Burr,  Carroll,  Clark.  Cochran,  Desmond,  Fisher, 
Foss,  Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost,  J.  Gallagher,  P. 
J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Haggerty,  Harrington, 
Ladd,  Lattimore,  Lauten.  Leary.  Light.  Ma- 
honey,  F.Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison,  W.  H.  Mur- 
phy, Norton,  Perkins,  E  J. Powers,  Reilly,  Rich- 
ards, Sanger,  Shaw,  Short,  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H. 
Sullivan.  R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg.  Teevens, 
Tracy,  Turtle,  Whall.  Whitmore,  Wilson— 46. 

Absent— Carstensen.  Chamberlain,  Coleman, 
Connolly,  Coyle.  Davern,  Dewev,  Dolan,  Dug- 
gan,  Dunn,  Hayes,  Keliher,  Kelley,  Kennedy, 
McEnaney,  McKenna,  McNary,  J.  Murphy,  J. 
J.  Murphy,  Nunan,  O'Mealey.  Perry,  C.  C. 
Powers,  Snow,  Thayer,  Webster— 26, 

STREET  NUMBERS  IN  WARD  23. 

Mr.  Fowler  offered  an  order— That  the  super- 
intendent of  lamps  be  and  hereby  is  directed  to 
cause  the  street  numbers  to  be  placed  upon  the 
street  lamps  in  Ward  23. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fowler,  to  the 
Committee  on  Lamps. 

the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Whall  offered  an  order— That  when  this 
Council  adjourns  it  be  to  meet  on  Thursday, 
April  14,  at  7.30  P.M. 

Passed,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Mr. 
Whall  moved  to  reconsider:  lost. 

THOMAS  PARK. 

Mr.  Tuttle  offered  an  order— That  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations  include  in  the  appro- 
priation for  Common  and  Squares  $5000  for  the 
improvement  of  Thomas  park.  South  Boston. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tuttle,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations. 

fourth  of  JULY. 

Mr.  Burr  cffered  an  order— That  a  joint  spec- 
ial committee,  consisting  of  the  president  of  the 
Common  Council  and  one  member  from  each 
ward,  with  such  as  the  Board  of  Aldern  en  may 
join,  be  appointed  to  consider  and  report  a  plan, 
together  with  the  expense  attending  the  same, 
for  the  celebration  of  the  4th  of  July. 

Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 
moved  by  Mr.  Burr,  and  passed.  Mr.  Bun- 
moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  tin. 

Later  in  the  session  the  president  appointed 
the  following  members  of  the  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  Common  Council:  F.  R.  Morrison, 
Foss,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Coyle,  McKenna,  Mahoney, 
Whall,  Kelley,  F.  Morrison,  Fottler,  B'ume. 
Desmond,  Leary,  E.  J.  Powers,  Nunan,  Hayes, 
O'Mealey,  Frost,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  John  Murphv, 
C.  C.  Powers,  R,  Sullivan,  Burr,  Clark,  Chamber- 
lain. 

FUNERAL  OF  EX-COUNCILMAN  DENNEY. 

Mr.  Desmond  offered  an  order— That  the  pres- 
ident and  six  other  members  be  a  committee  to 
represent  this  Council  at  the  funeral  of  Thomas 
J.  Denney,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Common 
Council  for  nine  consecutive  years;  and  that 
said  committee  have  authority  to  procure  and 
present,  on  the  occasion  of  said  funeral,  a  suit- 
able floral  tribute;  the  expense  attending  the 
same  to  be  charged  to  the  contingent  fund  of  the 
Common  Council. 

Mr.  Desmond— I  feel  it  my  duty  at  this  time 
to  call  for  some  official  recognition  on  the  part 
of  this  body  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Denney, 
who,  for  nine  consecutive  years  represented 
the  district  that  I  now  have  the  honor  to 
represent,  as  one  of  the  members  in  this  body. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  least  we  might  do  would 
be  to  offer  something  in  the  shape  of  a  floral 
tribute,  and  also  to  appoint  a  committee  to 
attend  the  funeral.    For  the  time  that  he  has 


given  to  the  city  as  a  member  of  the  government 
—for  so  many  years— 1  think,  it  is  nothing  but. 
right  and  proper  that  this  order  should  pass-  I 
therefore  hope  that  by  passing  this  order  the 
Council  will  put  themselves  on  record  as  appre- 
ciating the  services  of  a  man  who  gave  his  time 
to  the  city  for  nine  consecutive  years  as  a  mem- 
ber of  this  body. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rule,  and  the  question  came 
on  passage.  Mr.  Whall  moved  that  the  ques- 
tion be  taken  on  passage  by  a  rising  vote.  The 
motion  was  carried  and  the  order  was  passed  by 
a  unanimous  rising  vote.  Later  in  the  session 
the  president  appointed  Messrs.  Desmond,  Foss, 
Lauten,  Whall,  Fisher  and  John  Gallagher  on 
said  committee. 

WIDENING   OF   EAST-EIGHTH   STREET. 

Mr.  Carroll  offered  an  order— That  the 
Street  Commissioners  consider  the  expediency 
of  widening  that  part  of  East  Eighth  street  be- 
tween Mercer  street  and  Gates  street,  so  as  to 
give  the  sidewalk  on  the  northerly  side  an  uni- 
form width. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ladd,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Laying  Out  and  Widening  Streets. 

LAMP  FOR  OREGON  STREET,   WARD  22. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan  offered  an  order— That  the 
superintendent  of  lamps  be  and  is  hereby  di- 
rected to  place  a  lamp  on  Oregon  street,  a  public 
way  in  Ward  22. 

Mr.  Whall— I  raise  a  point  of  order,  that  the 
matter  of  lamps  belongs  exclusively  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  President— It  would  be  in  order  to  refer 
the  order. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  may  be  wrong  in  my  opin- 
ion, but  I  think  that  there  is  a  Committee  on 
Lamps  on  the  part  of  the  Council.  I  think  that 
the  order  is  a  proper  one,  and,  as  soon  as  the  or- 
der was  read,  my  intention  was  to  move  that 
the  order  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Lamps. 

The  President— Mr.  R.  Sullivan  moves  refer- 
ence of  the  order  to  the  Committee  on  Lamps. 

Mr.  Whall— Like  many  other  members  of 
the  Council,  I  am  not  desirous  that  papers  which 
we  pass  here  after  full  deliberation  shall  be  sent 
back  to  us  by  the  other  branch — 

The  President— Just  a  moment.  The  Chair 
has  not  decided  the  reference  of  the  order.  Mr. 
Sullivan  moves  to  refer  the  order  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Lamps.  As  many  as  are  in  favor  of 
that  motion  answer  yes — 

Mr.  Whall— Like  many  other  members  of  the 
Common  Council  I  do  not  desire  that  wre  should 
go  to  work  and  refer  a  matter  to  a  committee, 
and  have  that  committee  afterwards  report 
back  to  either  branch  that  the  subject  originally 
came  from  a  body  which  originally  had  no  juris- 
diction in  the  premises.  I  am  very  sorry  to  op- 
pose anything  that  my  confrere  from  Ward  22 
introduces,  because  I  am  only  too  willing  to 
assist  him  in  anything.  But  my  point  of 
order  is  this:  That  we  have  no  jurisdiction  in 
the  premises.  The  Joint  Committee  on  Lamps 
has  no  jurisdiction  in  the  premises.  It  is  a  matter 
that  is  exclusively  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen :  and  if  we  send  it  to  the 
joint  committee  we  send  it  to  a  commit- 
tee that  has  no  more  to  do  with  that  than  it 
has  with  computing  the  parallax  of  the  moon 
by  the  transit  of  Venus'.  They  have  nothing  at 
all  to  do  with  it,  and  I  insist  upon  my  point  of 
order.  AVe  already  tonight  have  an  order  re- 
turned to  us  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  with  a 
slap  right  straight  in  our  teeth,  that  we  have 
passed  an  order  in  regard  to  a  matter  over  which 
we  have  no  control.  Now,  I  do  not  propose  as  a 
member  of  this  body,  to  allow  us  to  be  placed 
afterwards  in  such  a  humiliating  position,  and  I 
think  the  gentleman  will  see  the  force  of  my 
remarks,  and  next  Monday  he  can  get  the  alder- 
man in  his  district  to  introduce  it  m  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  and  it  will  there  receive  all  the 
consideration  it  may  require.  Therefore,  Mr. 
President,  I  insist  upon  my  point  of  order, which 
is  this:  That  it  refers  to  a  matter  over  which 
we  have  no  jurisdiction,  any  more  than  we  have 
over  the  federal  appropriation  for  the  harbor  of 
San  Francisco. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— If  that  be  so,  and  I  take  it 
on  the  word  of  a  gentleman  of  experience,  I 
move  that  the  order  be  sent  up. 

Mr.  Whall— No,  let  it  be  presented  next  Mon- 
day.   Withdraw  it. 


326 


COMMON     COUNCIL. 


The  President— The  question  is  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order. 

Mr.  Whall— I  believe  the  gentleman  himself 
will  see  the  force  of  what  I  am  saying.  I  am  not 
opposing  him  personally  in  the  least,  because  it 
would  he  the  supremest  pleasure  to  me  to  aid 
him  in  what  he  desires  to  do :  but  I  do  not  want 
this  body  to  be  placed  in  a  false  position  before 
the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  sending 
up. 

Mr.  Whall— I  object.  I  make  the  further 
point  of  order  that  no  such  motion  is  in  order 
at  the  present  time.  The  only  thing  the  gentle- 
man can  do  is  to  withdraw  his  order  and  present 
it  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Gomez— I  move  to  lay  the  order  upon  the 
table,  and  make  that  motion  for  this  reason.  A 
short  while  ago  we  passed  an  order— No.  7  on  the 
calendar.  It  has  been  returned  to  this  branch 
because  it  has  no  jurisdiction  in  the  matter.  If 
we  allow  this  order  to  pass  in  this  branch. to- 
night it  will  go  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and 
it  will  come  back  to  us  in  the  same  shape  that 
this  No.  7  upon  the  calendar  comes  back  to  us 
tonight. 

Mr,  Whall— Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a  point 
of  order.  My  point  of  order  is  that  the  motion 
to  lay  upon  the  table  is  not  debatable. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

Mr.  Gomez— I  move  to  lay  the  matter  on  the 
table. 

The  President— The  Chair  is  in  error.  The 
gentleman  has  time  to  debate  the  order  ten 
minutes.    Mr.  Gomez  of  Ward  13. 

Mr.  Gomez— It  is  useless  for  me  to  debate  this 
matter  any  further.  I  would  simply  state  the 
reason  why  I  moved  to  lay  the  matter  upon  the 
table ;  it  is  simply  to  save  the  Council  from  the, 
indignity  of  having  this  matter  slapped  hack 
from  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  to  have  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  tell  us  in  unqualified  and 
emphatic  terms  that  we  have  no  right  to  inter- 
fere with  their  business.  Therefore,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  think  my  motion  is  right  and  proper,  and 
I  hope  it  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Lauten— I  introduced  this  order  No.  7  on 
our  calendar  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council 
by  tne  request  of  the  owner  of  the  building  in 
the  rear  of  the  stable.  He  has  endeavored  to 
get  satisfaction  from  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company,  and  without  success  so  far.  There  is 
a  question  whether  or  not  this  stable  was  built 
upon  the  original  Roxbury  land,  and  the  alder- 
men have  informed  me,  and  did  so  in  open 
Board,  that  the  Council  bad  no  jurisdiction  in 
the  matter.  I  presume  that  is  the  fact.  But 
nevertheless  it  does  seem  to  mo  when  the  Coun- 
cil passes  an  order  that  the  parties  should  re- 
ceive some  satisfaction,  and  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men simply  saying  that  we  have  no  jurisdiction 
it  seems  to  me  is  stretching  the  point  a  little  too 
far.  I  hope  the  motion  to  lay  the  matter  on  the 
table  will  prevail. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— There  seems  to  be  a  great 
many  objections  against  having  a  light  placed 
on  a  public  way  in  my  district,  and  if  the  mem- 
bers of  tlic  Council  here  believe  that  no  light 
should  he  allowed  in  that  district,  and  there  is 
so  much  opposition  to  a  simple  order,  such  as  I 
have  introduced  here,  as  I  believe  by  right 
through  the  intelligence  I  possess  in  regard  to 
the  rules  and  orders  of  this  Council,  in  order  to 
prevent  any  further  debate  on  the  subject  I 
withdraw  the  order. 

The  President— No  objection  being  made  the 
order  stands  withdrawn. 

POWER  S(JUAHK. 

Mr.  McNauy  offered  an  order— That  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commons  and  Squares  be  requested 
lo  give  the  name  of  Power  square  to  the  square 
formed  by  the  intersection  of  Dorchester,  Sweet 
and  Boston  streets  and  Dorchester  avenue. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  think  that  matter  was  before1  1  lie 
Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds, 
and  I  think  it  was  understood  when  this  order 
was  introduced  that  the  w  hole  subject  should 
be  referred  to  that  committee.  1  would  move 
that  this  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon and  Squares. 

Mr.  McNauv— Though  I  suppose  I  am  out  of 
order,  I  will  make  this  explanation.  1  intro- 
duced the  original  order,  and  the  conimittee 
said  they  felt  that  the  order  ought  to  pass.  But 
the  committee  did  not  choose  to  give  the  name 
to  the  square,  and  left  it  for  me  to  suggest  a 


name,  and,  in  order  to  have  the  order  passed 
upon  in  the  present  way,  I  have  put  in  this  order 
at  the  present  time,  and  the  Council  can  pass  it 
or  not  as  they  see  tit.  I  have  put  in  the  order  m 
that  way.  and  I  hope  it  will  pass. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  reference 
to  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds. 

Mr.  Ladd— Mr.  President. 

The  President— Debate  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  move  reference  to  the  Committee 
on  Common. 

Mr.  McNary  objected  to  the  reference  and  the 
order  went  over  under  the  rules. 

storerooms  in  the  basement  of  city  hall. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  be  authorized 
to  consider  and  report  upon  the  expediency  of 
the  reassignment  of  the  storerooms  m  the  base- 
ment of  City  Hall. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  was  going  to  make  the  or- 
der more  stringent,  giving  them  the  power  to 
readjust,  as  they  have  had  heretofore  the  power 
to  arrange  all  rooms  in  the  building.  But  I  have 
not  had  time  this  evening  to  draft  it  so  as  to  give 
that  power,  and  I  would  now  merely  move, 
therefore,  to  refer  that  order  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Conimittee  on 
Public  Buildings. 

petitions. 

Mr.  F.  R.  Morrison  presented  the  petitions  of 
Steplien  A.  Myrick  and  James  Johnston  for  com- 
pensation for  damages. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Claims. 

papers  from  the  board  of  aldermen. 

PnyiiidHt  of  City  Employee*. 

A  report  of  the  Finance  Conimittee  came 
down  (too  late  to  be  printed  on  The  calendar) 
with  an  amended  order  to  audit,  allow  and  pay 
the  salaries  and  wages  of  city  employees  as  they 
become  due  until  April  30.  and  whenever  the 
balance  of  an  appropriation  is  insufficient  to 
ni  ?et  the  same  the  city  auditor  is  authorized  to 
transfer  such  an  amount  as  may  bo  necessary 
from  the  receipts  from  liquor  licenses,  the  total 
sum  so  paid  not  to  exceed  §150,000, 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  so  that 
the  order  might  be  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Ladd— 1  would  like  some  explanation  of 
the  purport  of  that  order. 

Mr.  Whall— When  the  estimates  were  made 
up  for  last  year  they  were  made  up  so  as  to  cover 
the  present  year  with  the  exception  of  one  week. 
The  Weekly  Payment  hill  came  in  force  and 
that  week  bad  to  be  paid.  That  would  take 
quite  a  large  number  of  dollars  from  the  city  of 
Boston.  We  have  increased  the  salaries  of  the 
Police  Department,  and  the  deficit  occasioned 
by  that  increase  is  equivalent  to  S'.'.i.OOO.  After 
making  that  increase  we  passed  some  ordinances 
by  which  the  increase  would  take  effect  on  the 
1st  of  May.  Those  ordinances,  to  be  effective, 
had  to  he  approved  by  the  Board  of  Police. 
The  Board  of  Police  have  refused  their  concur- 
rence to  the  second  set  of  ordinances,  so  that 
the  finances  of  the  city,  as  they  now  stand,  if 
no  change  is  made,  will  sliow  a  debet  with  re- 
gard to  the  Police  Department  of  $25,000.  We 
have  from  the  excess  of  revenue  from  liquor 
licenses  somewhere  about  #400,000.  With  re- 
gard to  this,  particular  source  of  income  the 
auditor  has  done  something  entirely  different 
from  what  has  been  done  with  the  other  rev- 
enues of  the  city.  Instead  of  regarding  it  as  an 
income  for  the  coining  year  lie  has  sent  to  the 
(  ity  Council  a  report  of  it  as  the  income  lor  the 
preceding  year,  and  it  has  been  appropriated  as 
the  income  of  the  preceding  year.  That  is  a. 
course  entirely  different  from  that  pursued  with 
regard  to  income  of  other  departments.  1  be- 
lieve the  order  calls  for  an  expenditure  of  $150,- 
000.  The  auditor  in  forms  me  that  pretty  much 
all  that  sum  will  he  reuuired.  but  not  all.  It  is 
the  only  way  the  City  Council  can  pay  its  ser- 
vants', as  it  has  promised  to  pay  them.  If  we  do 
nut  pass  an  order  of  this  kind  we  are  simply 
telling  our  servants  that  a  large  and  rich  mu- 
nicipal corporation  like  the  city  of  Boston  can- 
not pay  its  bills.  We  are  not  encroaching  upon 
cither  the  tax  or  the  debt  limit.  We  have  this 
$400,000  in   the  coffers  of  the  city  and  the  only 
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thing  is  to  authorize  the  proper  officers  of  the  city 
to  use  it  for  the  purpose  of  paying  hills  that  we 
owe.  if  the  gentleman  is  not  satisfied  with  the 
explanation!  will  give  him  further  informa- 
tion. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  presume  the  information  is  the 
hest  that  can  be  obtained,  and  therefore  1  am 
satisfied  with  it  as  far  as  it  goes.  But  this  opens 
a  little  secret  door  to  the  management  of  the  af- 
fairs of  the  city  of  Boston,  which,  it  seems  to  me, 
should  have  a  word  of  ventilation  at  least.  It 
seems  that  among  all  the  efforts  that 'have  been 
made  to  increase  salaries— and  they  have  been 
very  numerous  and  very  persistently  carried 
out— there  is  also  this  occult  method,  which  de- 
vises means  of  making  Vi  months  in  the  year 
instead  of  the  12  under  which  the  city  of  Boston 
has  been  running  for  a  good  many  years,  and 
under  which  it  was  run  without  any  great  fric- 
tion. Now  under  this  weekly  payment  system 
we  are  called  upon  to  pay  for  la  months'  ser- 
vice where  formerly  we  had  paid  for  only  12 
months.  That,  it  seems  to  me,  is  a  commentary 
that  ought  to  cause  us  all  to  look  with  care  and 
caution  upon  what  we  do  in  this  line  of  increas- 
ing salaries.  This  is  an  increase  of  SVs  per  cent 
on  salaries  for  the  year,  in  addition  to  all  the 
other  increases  that  have  been  made.  I  simply 
want  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  this 
fact.  I  presume  that  in  the  position  in  which 
we  are  placed  it  is  necessary  that  this  order 
should  be  passed ;  Dut  it  is  a  necessity  that  has 
arisen,  it  seems  to  me,  from  foolish  management 
of  the  city's  affairs. 

Mr.  Whall— I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt 
that  what  the  gentleman  has  said  will  not  in- 
fluence one  vote  one  way  or  the  other.  And  I 
say  that  with  all  due  respect  to  the  gentleman. 
I  think  be  speaks  upon  the  subject  without  due 
knowledge  of  the  premises.  He  talks 
about  the  city  of  Boston  being  run  apon 
the  idea  of  paying  13  months'  salaries  out  of 
the  annual  appropriation.  We  have  not 
been  doing  anything  of  the  kind.  But  if  the 
gentleman  had  studied  the  financial  history  of 
the  city  of  Boston  he  would  have  known  this 
one  fact,  that  after  the  semi-monthly  payment 
last  year,  when  we  commenced  the  new  financial 
year  we  owed  our  employees— although  it  was 
not  payable  at  that  time— a  week's  wages.  But 
paving  them  semi-monthly,  what  we  owed  them 
did  not  come  due  until  a  week  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  financial  year,  and  being  due 
and  payable  then  it  came  out  of  the  appropria- 
tion for  that  financial  year.  But  by  the  course 
of  the  Legislature,  whose  wisdom  I  have  no 
doubt  mv  friend  from  Ward  10  will  applaud,  the 
weekly  payment  bill  was  passed,  and  that  made 
us  pay  at  the  end  of  every  week :  and  that  week, 
which  by  the  operation  of  the  semi-monthly 
payment  law,  we  would  escape  at  the  tail-end  of 
the  financial  year,  we  had  to  pay  in  this  financial 
year.  If  the  gentleman  will  remember  the 
amount  we  pay  to  our  employees  for  the  whole 
year,  he  will  remember  the  passage  of  the 
wreekly-payment  law  compelled  us  to  pay  one 
fifty-second  more  in  the  financial  year  1886-87 
than  we  had  been  compelled  to  pay  in  one 
financial  year  heretofore.  I  hope  I  make  myself 
clear  to  the  gentleman. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  the  order  was  read  a 
second  time  and  passed  in  concurrence;  yeas  58, 
nays  0 : 

Yeas— Atwood,  Barry,  Blume,  Bowman,  Burr, 
Carroll,  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Cochran,  Cole- 
man, Connolly,  Coyle,  Davern,  Desmond,  Dolan, 
Fisher.  Foss.  Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost.  J.  Galla- 
gher, P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Haggerty,  Har- 
rington. Hayes,  Keliher,  Kelley,  Ladd,  Latti- 
more,  Lauten,  Leary,  Light,  McKenna,  Mc- 
Nary,  F.  Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  J.  Murphy. 
W.  H.  Murphy,  Norton,  Niman,  Perkins.  Reilly, 
Richards,  Sanger,  Shaw,  Short,  E.  Sullivan,  J. 
H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevens, 
Thayer,  Tracy,  Turtle,  Whall,  Whitmore,  Wil- 
son—58. 

Nays— 0. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Carstensen.  Dewey, 
Duggan,  Dunn,  Kennedy,  Mahoney,  McEnaney . 
J;  Murphy,  O'Mealey,  Perry.  C.  C.  Powers,  E.  J. 
Powers,  Snow,  Webster— 14. 

Mr.  Whall  movedjo  reconsider ;  lost. 

CIVIL   SERVICE  EXAMINATIONS. 

Early  in  the  session  Mr.  Fisher  offered  an  order 
—That  the  use  of  the  ante-room  on  the  easterly 
side  of  the  Common  Council  chamber  be  granted 
to  the  Civil  Service  Commissioners  of  this  com- 


monwealth at  times  when  the  Common  Council 
is  not  in  session,  for  the  purpose  of  examining 
applicants  for  the  classified  service  of  Boston. 

Specially  assigned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whit- 
more, to  8  o'clock  this  evening. 

Later  in  the  session  the  order  was  called  up 
by  Mr.  Whitmore,  and  the  question  came  on 
giving  the  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  order.  It  seems  to  me.  sir,  that 
this,  being  a  State  Commission,  paid  by  the 
State  and  responsible  to  the  State,  that  they 
might  just  as  well  hire  a  room  for  their  own 
use,  if  they  need  it,  instead  of  taking  our  ac- 
commodations here.  We  only  have  granted 
this  for  the  use  occasionally  of  a  concurrent 
branch  of  the  city  government,  namely,  the  as- 
sessors; and  there  is  a  particular  propriety  in 
that,  because  their  records  are  kept  in  this 
building  and  there  is  no  other  room  which  will 
accommodate  them.  For  that  reason,  in  past 
years  I  have  voted  very  reluctantly,  for  the 
use  of  the  room  for  that  purpose.  But  the 
Council  in  years  past  has  always  been  very 
loth  indeed  to  grant  the  use  of  its  rooms  to  any 
outside  parties.  We  all  know  it  is  inconveni- 
ent, and  it  is  liable  to  discommode  the  Council 
and  its  members  by  giving  up  the  use  of  this 
room.  As  I  say,  sir,  with  the  whole  treasury  of 
the  State  of  Massachusetts  behind  them  to 
hire  a  room  for  their  purposes,  it  seems  to  me 
that  we  had  better  let  them— to  speak  plainly— 
hire  a  hall  of  their  own. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  to  ask— did  I  under- 
stand the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  to  say  that 
this  commission  is  paid  by  the  city  of  Boston? 

Mr.  Whitmore— Not  much. 

The  President— Mr.  Whitmore  moves  that 
the  order  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Ladd — It  seems  to  me  that  it  would  not 
be  at  all  unbecoming  in  us  to  extend  this  cour- 
tesy, at  any  rate,  the  use  of  this  chamber,  for  the 
purposes  of  this  commission.  I  do  not  think  the 
city  of  Boston  hasarrived  at  that  position  where 
it  ought  to  be  discourteous  to  a  commission  or- 
ganized by  the  State  of  Massachusetts.  If  this 
hall  is  specially  adapted  to  their  use,  and  we 
have  no  use  for  it  when  they  can  use  it,  and  the 
hall  remains  idle  unless  they  do  occupy  it,  it 
seems  to  me  we  should  not  interpose  an  ob- 
jection. 

Mr.  Whall— The  gentleman  from  Ward  in 
rather  surprises  me,  when  he  says  he  cannot 
understand  why  the  city  of  Boston  should  be 
discourteous  to  the  Commonwealth.  Why 
should  we  not  be  discourteous  to  the  Common- 
wealth? What  courtesy  has  the  Common- 
wealth shown  to  the  city  of  Boston?  She  has 
been  foisting  commissions  upon  us,  muzzling 
popular  representation  and  local  self-govern- 
ment as  far  as  she  can ;  and  I  am  proud  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  has  given  me  a  chance 
to  vote  against  the  Civil  Service  Commission. 
Not  that  1  am  against  civil  service  reform — God 
forbid  that.  But  I  am  against  a  great  Common- 
wealth like  the  State  of  Massachusetts  coming 
to  the  city  of  Boston  to  ask  us  to  give  to  her 
servants  office  room  rent  free.  1  shall  take  the 
greatest  pleasure  in  the  world  in  voting  not 
to  give  the  Civil  Service  Commission  the  use  of 
our  chamber. 

Mr.  Sanger— It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  President, 
that  this  is  simply  a  slap  at  the  Civil  Service 
Commissioners,  and  is  not  intended  as  anything 
which  shall  lie  a  reflection  upon  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts.  They  simply  ask, 
Mr.  President,  the  use  of  the  ante-room  on  the 
easterly  end  of  this  chamber.  It  seems  to  me  a 
very  modest  and  moderate  request.  It  entails 
no  expense  upon  us,  and  it  does  save  expense  to 
them.  That  room  is  not  used,  as  I  understand 
it,  except  in  connection  with  the  meetingsof  the 
Council  here,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  we  here 
should  all  appreciate  the  good  that  the  commis- 
sioners have  done  to  the  service  of  the  city  of 
Boston  in  every  respect,  which  must  be  ad- 
mitted ;  and  I,  certainly,  for  one,  shall  vote 
against  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  or- 
der. 

Mr.  Gomez— I  desire  to  differ  with  the  gentle- 
man who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  in  regard  to  th'j 
amount  of  good  that  this  commission  has  done 
for  the  city  of  Boston.  I  do  not  think  that  there 
has  ever  been  a  commission  appointed  for  the 
city  of  Boston  that  has  done  any  worse  for  the 
city,  and  I  for  one  shall  oppose  granting  to  any 
State  commission  the  privilege  of  occupying  any 
apartments  under  the  control  of  the  city  govern- 
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merit.  I  trust  that  every  member  in  this  body 
tonight,  who  feels  as  I  do  in  regard  to  the  Civil 
Service  Commission,  will  vote  as  I  shall  vote. 
As  far  as  civil  service  goes,  I  am  willing  to  admit 
that  it  may  be  a  good  thing,  but  in  regard  to  this 
Special  Civil  Service  Commission  that  we  have 
today,  I  cannot  agree  with  the  gentleman  who 
has  fust  taken  his  seat,  that  it  lias  done  any  good 
for  the  city  of  Boston  or  any  of  the  departments 
of  the  city  of  Boston.  It  has  laid  down  a  code 
and  rules  for  some  of  the  people  that  are  simply 
ridiculous,  and  from  some  of  the  late  reports  of 
that  commission  which  I  have  read,  referring  to 
some  of  their  examinations,  I  heartily  believe 
that  the  Civil  Service  Commission  that  is  ap- 
pointed as  that  has  been,  will  compare  with  the 
worst  commission  that  we  have  got, — and  we 
have  some  pretty  bad  ones  in  the  city  of  Boston 
today.  1  trust  that  the  members  of  this  body 
will  not  allow  any  apartment  that  comes  under 
the  control  of  the  city  government  to  be  used  by 
this  State  commission. 

Mr.  Lauten— Mr.  President.  I  don't  think  this 
is  a  slap  against  the  Civil-Service  Commission- 
ers, because  they  can  stand  it  if  we  can.  My 
opinion  is  that  it  is  a  slap  against  the  citizens  of 
Boston  who  desire  to  get  an  appointment  here. 
Now  it  is  very  much  easier  to  allow  people  to 
come  up  here  to  City  Hall  than  it  is  to  have 
people  come  up  to  Pemberton  square,  where 
with  the  room  they  now  have  they  cannot  get 
in  more  than  15  or  20  persons,  unless  I  am  misin- 
formed, and  1  am  told  they  cannot  get  in  more 
than  25.  Now  I  say  the  citizens  of  Boston  who 
want  to  be  examined  and  get  appointed  should 
have  an  opportunity  to  come  to  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton and  get  examined  here  in  the  way  proposed. 
It  is  very  important  that  it  should  be  done. 

Mr.  K.  Sui/livan— I  rise,  sir,  at  this  time  not 
so  much  to  discuss  the  question  as  to  whether 
we  should  allow  a  room  to  the  Civil-Service 
Commissioners,  but,  sir,  because  I  know  one 
gentleman  who  is  one  of  that  commission  who 
is  as  honorable  a  man  as  there  is  in  this  State.  I 
rise  to  say  at  this  time,  after  years  of  experience 
with  him,  after  knowing  him  for  years,  that  if  he 
is  one  of  that  Civil-Service  Commission, the  Civil- 
Service  Commission  of  this  State  is  as  honorable 
as  any  in  the  United  States.  I  stand  to  defend 
that  commission,  one  of  whom  I  know  is  a  man 
honorable  in  every  respect,  as  a  man  honorable 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  at  all  times,  and  as 
a  man  who  would  be  one  ot  the  best  men  on  that 
commission  or  any  other  commission.  If,  sir, 
the  Civil-Service  Commission  had  been  a  com- 
mission such  as  has  been  referred  to  here  to- 
night, the  Civil-Service  Commission  of  Massa- 
chusetts would  be  indeed  a  commission  that 
ought  to  be  abolished.  But,  sir,  the  Civil-Ser- 
vice Commission  of  Massachusetts  is  a  commis- 
sion honorable  in  every  respect,  and  I  think  if  it 
were  possible  that  the  Council  could  give  any 
room  m  this  building  to  the  Civil-Service  Com- 
mission, I  would  willingly  do  it.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  has  given  reasons  why  it  shouldn't 
prevail.  In  his  opinion  these  reasons  may  be 
very  good.  In  fact,  I  can't  see  that  they  are  going 
to  affect  anything.  If  the  Civil-Service  Com- 
missioners desire  to  come  here.  I  think  it  will 
not  inconvenience  any  member  of  the  Council 
or  anybody  else  to  letthem  use  that  room,  and  if 
it  will  be  a  benefit  to  the  citizens  of  Boston,  I 
think  it  would  be  nothing  but  courtesy  to  allow 
them  to  have  that  room.  I  understand  these 
men  to  be  as  honorable  men,  and  to  compose  as 
honorable  a  commission  as  any  in  this  State  or 
any  other  State.  I  hope,  sir,  that  the  members 
of  the  Council  will  see  their  way  clear  to  grant 
this  request  to  a  number  of  men  who  have  de- 
voted special  interest  to  the  civil-service  reform 
in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  as  well  as  in 
other  parts  of  the  United  States.  I  hope,  sir, 
that  the  Council  can  find  its  way  clear  to  grant 
this  privilege  to  men  who  are  devoting  them- 
selves to  the  higher  grade  of  politics,  so  that 
every  man  in  the  community  can  find  a  chance 
to  secure  a  position  bv  his  own  influence  and  his 
own  labor,  and  not  through  the  outside  influ- 
ence brought  to  bear  to  get  men  into  positions.  1 
hope,  sir.  that  the  members  of  the  Council  will 
find  their  way  clear  to  grant  this  honorable 
request  of  an  honorable  body  of  gentlemen. 

Mr.  McNary— While  I  don't  want  to  place 
myself  wholly  astride  of  the  civil  service  hobby, 
I  think,  to  use  a  homely  phrase,  that  we  would, 
in  denying  this  request  be  biting  off  our  own 
nose  to  spite  our  face.  It  isn't  a  matter  of  con- 
venience to  them  ;  it  is  a  matter  of  convenience 


to  our  citizens.  These  people  have  had  their 
names  on  the  list  there  for  a  long  time  past  and 
they  wish  to  be  examined  and  have  a  chance  to 
be  employed  by  the  city  of  Boston.  Now  if  we  do 
not  wish  to  keep  those  men  out  of  employ nieiit, 
and  wish  to  give  them  a  chance  to  earn  a  living 
in  a  decent  and  honorable  manner,  we  will 
grant  tiiat  petition.  As  I  understand  it,  the  com- 
mission hasn't  room  at  the  present  time  to  ex- 
amine a  sufficient  number  of  applicants  and 
these  rooms  will  be  sufficient  for  the 
purpose.  At  the  same  time  I  think  the 
State  could  provide  adequate  quarters  for 
the  commissioners,  but  as  the  State  hasn't 
provided  such  quarters,  and  these  rooms 
are  adequate,  I  think  we  would  be  doing  a  very 
foolish  thing  to  refuse  the  request.  It  doesn't 
strike  me  that  because  men  are  exposed  to  the 
civil  service  method,  or  the  civil  service  idea, 
that  it  is  good  policy  to  deny  ourselves  facilities 
of  this  nature  by  refusing  to  comply  with  the 
request.  Even  those  who  are  opposed  to  civil 
service  examination  must  agree  to  it  that  it  is 
the  only  method  we  can  take  to  find  employ- 
ment for  the  people  who  are  looking  for  it.  I 
myself  have  several  friends  applying  for  posi- 
tions, and  the  only  reason  why  examinations 
have  not  been  held  is  that  there  have  been  no 
facilities  lor  examinations  to  be  held.  If  the 
premises  had  been  larger  these  gentlemen  could 
have  been  examined,  and  might  have  been  on 
the  eligible  list  and  have  in  the  natural  course 
obtained  positions.  I  hope  for  one  that  the  use 
of  the  room  will  be  granted. 

Mr.  FisHKR— I  was  asked  some  two  or  three 
months  ago  by  one  of  the  commissioners  in  re- 
gard to  putting  in  this  order.  I  was  met  this 
afternoon  by  the  same  party,  and  he  told  me 
that  if  the  ante-room  on  the  easterly  side  was 
granted  to  the  commission,  nobody  excepting 
those  that  would  be  hired  in  the  city  of  Boston 
would  be  examined  there.  No  State  officers  at 
all  would  be  examined. 

Mr.  Frost— If  I  understand  this  measure,  it 
is  merely  a  request  for  the  use  of  the  ante-room 
when  it  is  not  being  occupied  or  used  on  the 
part  of  the  Council-  It  is  to  be  used  by  the 
commissioners  in  examining  candidates  for 
positions  in  the  city  of  Boston— our  own  citizens. 
It  seems  to  me  that  that  is  a  very  simple  re- 
quest. It  seems  to  me,  sir,  that  that  is  a  request 
that  we  ought  to  grant.  It  will  cost  us  nothing. 
It  will  not  injure  us  in  any  way,  shape  or  man- 
ner, as  I  understand  it ;  and  while  we  are  not 
using  that  ante-room,  I  see  no  reason  why  it 
cannot  be  granted  to  this  commission.  I  hope, 
sir.  that  this  order  will  pass. 

Mr.  Whitmokr— Mr.  President,  I  don't  intend 
to  be  coaxed  into  a  discussion  of  my  private 
opinion  of  the  civil  service  system  or  of  the 
Board  of  Commissioners.  I  know,  perhaps,  as 
much  about  them  as  the  ordinary  run  of  the 
councilmen  do.  I  may  know  more,  and  I  may 
know  less,  but  I  think  I  know  as  much.  But 
this  motion,  Mr.  President,  does  not  go  into 
the  merits  of  the  case,  whether  it  is  a  good 
system  or  a  bad  one,  whether  the  com- 
missioners are  honorable  men  or  not.  The 
question  is  this:  Shall  the  Common  Coun- 
cil break  through  its  rule  of  years  to  give 
up  the  use  of  this  room  to  outside  parties? 
We  might,  Mr.  President,  authorize  the  presi- 
dent to  let  this  room  for  an  evening  concert  or 
for  any  other  purpose.  We  might  have  meet- 
ings here  six  nights  a  week,  without  disturbing 
the  action  of  this  Council ;  and  yet,  sir,  one  of 
the  few  things  w  hich  we  can  do,  and  have  done 
heretofore,  is  to  preserve  the  use  of  this  room 
and  its  appurtenances  for  the  use  of  the  Council, 
whether  the  members  are  present  or  not.  Now, 
sir,  the  gentleman  has  said  that  this  is  to  be 
used  for  the  examination  for  service  for  the  city 
of  Boston.  Allowing  that  to  be  so— and  we  have. 
no  security  for  it— I  say,  sir,  that  the  State  is  the 
party  and  not  the  city  of  Boston.  I  find  here  in 
the  Acts  of  1885,  or  in  the  resolves  of  tliat  year, 
the  second  resolve  is  that  "the  Commissioners 
on  State  House  be  and  they  are  hereby  directed 
to  provide  suitable  rooms  outside  the  State 
House  and  the  Commonwealth  building  for  the 
use  of  the  Civil  Service  Commission.  I  say 
again,  sir,  that  it  is  outri^jcous  for  a  body  ap- 
pointed and  paid  by  the  State  to  come  down 
here  begging  for  a  room  in  this  building.  The 
city  of  Boston  was  taxed  to  build  this  building 
and  now  to  support  it.  This  commission  was 
established  by  the  State  and  is  a  State  commis- 
sion ;  it  is  paid  out  of  the  State  treasury,  which, 
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of  course,  is  a  good  deal  bigger  than  the  trea- 
sury of  the  city  of  Boston,  and  the  same  men 
who  will  not  allow  us  to  snend  our  own  monev 
as  citizens  of  Boston  ha  ye  the  means  of  keeping 
the  city  treasury  constantly  full.  Now,  sir,  this 
is  a  duty  which  the  State  lias  undertaken  to  per- 
form. It  lias  passed  a  law  directing-  the 
Commissioners  on  State  House  to  pro- 
Vide  suitable  rooms  lor  this  commission, 
and  I  say,  sir,  let  them  go  and  get 
these  suitable  accommodations.  They  have 
got  the  whole  State  treasury  out  of  which  to  pay 
the  rent.  It  is.  to  my  mind,  sir,  unworthy  of  the 
State  to  have  these  officers  coming  down  here 
begging  for  room.  They  have  not  shown  any 
advantage  to  the  citizens  of  Boston  in  any  way. 
One  gentleman,  I  noticed,  has  said  that  this  is 
an  accommodation  for  the  persons  who  come  to 
be  examined.  I  must  dispute  that,  sir.  On  the 
contrary,  it  is  probable  that  the  city  of  Boston 
can  get  rooms  much  more  conveniently  situated 
than  the  fourth  story  of  this  building.  It  stands 
to  reason  that  they  can  get  accommodations  in 
some  other  building  on  the  ground  floor.  It 
would  be  fair  to  believe  that  they  can  get  a  posi- 
tion fully  as  central  as  City  Hall :  and,  as  I  said, 
it  is  their  duty,  and  is  made  their  duty  by  law, 
to  provide  those  accommodations.  If  they  have 
not  done  that,  if  they  have  frittered  away  the 
money  in  any  other  way,  let  them  stand  the  re- 
sponsibility. It  is  for  them  by  law  to  provide 
their  accommodations,  and  they  have  no  more 
right  nor  reason  to  come  and  ask  us  for  these 
rooms  than  any  charitable  society— not  half  the 
propriety  that  charitable  societies  would  have 
to  come  here  and  ask  for  the  use  of  these  rooms. 
In  past  years  these  applications  have  been  in- 
numerable All  kinds  of  societies  have  asked 
permission  for  their  meetings  to  be  held  in  this 
room.  I  remember  several  cases  where  there 
have  been  travelling  conventions,  trade  con- 
ventions, and  everything  of  the  kind  meeting  in 
Boston.  Various  societies  have  come  here  and 
asked  to  have  the  use  of  this  hall,  even  for  a 
single  day,  and  the  Council  has  almost  in- 
variably declined  to  do  it  on  the  ground  that  it 
was  appropriated  to  other  purposes.  There  has 
been  no  excuse  whatever  shown  why  a  commis- 
sion appointed  by  the  State,  drawing  its 
pay  from  the  State  treasury,  and  wrhich 
by  law  is  to  have  suitable  accommodations 
provided  by  the  State,  should  come  here 
as  a  beggar  asking  to  share  our  by  no  means 
luxurious  accommodations.  The  objection  is 
that  if  we  let  strangers  in  here  we  do  not  know 
what  is  done.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  when  we 
have  had  public  hearings  here,  and  even  when 
we  have  had  the  assistant  assessors  here,  the 
room  has  been  turned  topsy  turvy  and  every- 
thing about  the  desks  thrown  into  perfect  dis- 
order. It  has  been  almost  invariably  a  nuisance 
even  to  have  the  assessors  here.  Certainly 
every  one  knows  during  the  past  year  how  fre- 
quently we  have  been  conducting  public  hear- 
ings in  the  chamber  here.  Now,  in  the  same 
way,  this  side  room  is  one  which  we  often  have 
to  use.  It  has  very  often  happened  that  several 
committees  are  holding  their  sessions  at  the 
same  time,  and  we  have  had  at  times  to  put 
committees  into  that  roem.  It  is  reserved  for 
the  use  of  committees,  as  well  as  the  Common 
Council  itself.  There  is  no  more  right  or  reason, 
Mr.  President,  to  my  mind,  that  this  commis- 
sion, or  any  other  commission,  who  are  under 
the  State,  should  come  down  and  ask  for  the  use 
of  that  room  than  there  would  be  to  come  and 
ask  for  the  use  of  the  house  of  any  of  the  gentle- 
men who  have  spoken.  There  has  been  no 
claim  of  public  necessity.  On  the  contrary,  if 
we  should  look  at  it  from  a  selfish  point  of  ^  iew, 
we  might  very  well  say  that  the  State  could 
better  afford  to  pay  the  citizens  of  Boston  some- 
thing by  coming  here  and  hiring  a  room  some- 
where and  paying  for  it  out  of  the  Sfcate  treas- 
ury. It  seems  to  me  that  if  this  is  once  allowed 
we  will  establish  a  precedent  that  will  return  to 
plague  us  time  and  time  again— even  the  pres- 
ent year.  Our  only  safety  is  to  state  that  the  rule 
is  inflexible  to  preserve  these  rooms  for  our  own 
use.  and  not  to  allow  any  charitable  or  foreign 
society  to  enter.  It  is  only  by  having  an  inflexi- 
ble rule  of  this  kind  that  we  can  disclaim  the 
charge  of  being  discourteous  on  particular  occa- 
sions, and  it  is  for  that  reason,  sir,  that  1  would 
urge  the  Council  again  not  to  make  any  depar- 
ture from  the  old  and  wise  rule.  The  moment 
we  begin  it  we  are  only  beginning  misery  and 
trouble  for  ourselves.    We  have  either  got  to 


grant  It  time  and  time  again  when  we  don't 
want  to,  or  else  we  have  got  to  make  unpleasant 
and  perhaps  unjust  discrimination.  I  think  we 
had  better  stick  to  the  rule.  There  lias  been  no 
reason  shown  why  we  should  make  any  excep- 
tion in  the  case  of  this  wealthy  commission.'  I 
call  it  wealthy  because  it  has  got  the  whole 
treasury  of  the  State  behind  it. 

Mr.  Blume— I  do  not  desire  to  prolong  a  dis- 
cussion which  has  already  been  protracted 
beyond  its  merits.  It  seems  to  me.  however, 
that  the  opposition  to  this  very  simple  request 
for  a  very  proper  purpose  conies  from  an  animus 
of  jealousy  on  the  part  of  the  opponents  of  the 
measure.  AVe  all  know  with  what  declamatory 
denunciation  the  gentlemen  from  Wards  7  and 
12  met  every  act  of  the  Legislature  which  they 
considered  an  infringement  of  the  rights  of  the 
citizens  of  Boston,  There  seems  to  be  a  feeling 
that  when  the  Legislature  does  anything  that 
people  of  a  certain  persuasion  do  not  relish, 
then  their  blood  is  up.  Now  for  my  part, 
I  favor  this  without  having  any.  political 
bias  in  the  premises— for  I  do  not  know 
the  political  complexion  of  that  commis- 
sion— but  I  do  know  that  most  men  who 
are  competent  to  judge  in  the  matter  consider 
the  Civil  Service  Commission  a  most  admirable 
body  of  men.  I  don't  know  one  of  them,  but  I 
assume  that  they  are  men  fit  for  their  places 
and  that  they  are  doing  their  duty.  Now  what 
possible  objection  can  there  be  to  allowing  this 
ante-room,  which  is  vacant  five  or  six  days  in 
the  week,  at  any  rate,  to  be  used  by  the  Civil 
Service  Commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  exam- 
ining candidates  for  employment  by  the  city  of 
Boston  under  the  civil-service  rules'?  Within  a 
few  months  the  use  of  this  chamber  has  been 
granted  to  the  flatters'  Union  and  to  the  Typo- 
graphical Union — most  admirable  associations. 
But  why  should  there  be  less  objection  to  grant- 
ing it  to  them  than  to  these  commissioners  to 
examine  applicants  for  work  under  the  city':' 
Possibly  the  gentlemen  consider  those  associa  - 
tions  more  appropriate  to  be  allowed  to  use  this 
chamber  because  they  belong  to  the  Knights  of 
Labor,  and  possibly  that  might  have  had  an  in- 
fluence on  his  mind.  I  therefore  point  out  that 
the  rule  is  not  inflexible,  and  that  this  chamber 
has  been  permitted  to  be  used  by  these  very 
worthy  bodies  of  men.  I  hope,  therefore,  that 
the  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  will  not  pre- 
vail. If  I  understood  the  order,  it  is  only  to 
grant  the  use  of  one  ante-room,  not  this  cham- 
ber in  which  the  Council  is  in  session,  which  will 
not  inconvenience  anybody  when  this  body  is 
not  in  session,  I  hope  the  order  will  be  put 
through. 

Mr .  Whall- I  quite  agree  with  my  friend 
from  Ward  12,  Mr.  President,  that  those  of  us 
who  oppose  this  order  should  not  he  led  into  a 
discussion  of  the  question  of  civil-service  re- 
form. Some  of  us,  one  of  whom  I  am,  look  upon 
civil-service  reform  as  the  brightest  gem  of 
crystallized  hypocrisy.  But  when  I  speak  that 
way  I  do  not  want  my  ideas  of  civil-service  re- 
form to  be  attributed  to  the  party  which  it  is 
one  of  the  greatest  honors  of  my  life  to  re- 
present, as  feebly  as  the  intellect  which  God 
Almighty  has  given  me  allows  me  to  do.  We 
are  not  to  be  led  into  a  discussion  of  the  ques- 
tion of  civil-service  reform  tonight.  Whether 
or  not  it  was  a  Dorcas  society  or  a  collection  of 
antiquated  maidens  from  the  Back  Bay,  who 
never  had  children  of  their  own,  but  desired  to 
make  trousei  s  and  petticoats  for  sable  colored 
children  on  Afric's  soil,  that  sought  for  these 
chambers,  or  whether  it  was  a  decent  and  far 
nobler  society,  such  as  the  St.  Vincent  de  Paul 
Society,  which  came  here  for  the  use  of  our 
rooms,  m  eacb  case  I  would  have  opposed  it.  I 
am  opposed  to  passing  this  order,  simply  be- 
cause I  think  that  our  rooms  were  meant  for 
the  meetings  of  the  Boston  Common  Council.  I 
hope  the  gentlemen  will  not  let  their  love  for 
what  1  probably  unguardedly  called  crystal- 
lized hypocrisy— civil-service  reform,  or  as  a 
Westerner  very  aptly  called  it,  snivel-service 
reform— actuate  them  in  voting  upon  this  meas- 
ure. The  ques'ion  is  this:  Here  comes  a  de- 
partment, organized  under  the,  laws  of  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  and  which  conies  to 
the  city  of  Boston,  and  asks  the  city 
of  Boston  to  give  it  a  roof  or  shelter.  Is 
the  State  of  Massachusetts  too  poor  to  provide 
quarters  for  its  commissions?  Some  of  us  on 
the  other  side  think  that  if  she  keeps  on  mak- 
ing as  many  commissions  as  she  has  made  she 
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will  very  soon  be  too  poor  to  provide  quarters 
for  the  whole  of  them.  But  in  the  present  case, 
is  she  too  poor  to  provide  quarters  for  this  one, 
and  why  should  the  city  of  Boston  he  called 
upon  to  supply,  without  expense  to  the  State, 
office  room  for  public  State  officers'?  You  can 
see  the  absurdity  of  that  if  you  twist  around  the 
tables.  Suppose  the  Board  of  Assessors  of  the 
city  of  Boston  went  to  the  Legislature  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  asked  for  the  use  of  the  chamber 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  we  should  be 
laughed  out  of  course.  They  would  not  listen  to 
our  petition  for  one  moment.  And  why?  Sim- 
ply because  that  hall  was  built  for  a  particular 
and  special  purpose.  It  was  built  for  the  ses- 
sions of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives during  their  deliberations.  It  was  built 
for  the  use  of  the  lower  branch  of  the  Great  ami 
General  Court.  And  so  was  this  chamber,  and 
so  were  these  ante-rooms  built  for  every  one  of 
us  while  wTe  have  official  connection  with  the 
city  government  of  Boston.  Chuckling  as  only 
he  can  chuckle,  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11 
thought  lie  had  gained  a  great  point  upon  the 
opponents  of  this  measure,  and  with  the  sneer 
which  always  comes  from  his  side  of  the  House 
when  labor  and  honest  toil  and  man's  hard 
work  are  in  question,  he  said  that  we  granted 
the  use  of  this  chamber  to  the  Hatters'  Union 
and  to  the  Typographical  Union.  I  believe  we 
did  last  year  grant  it  to  the  Hatters'  Union,  hut 
we  did  not  give  them  a  lease  of  it  that  might 
extend  ad  infinitum.  We  granted  them 
the  use  of  this  chamber  for  one  night,  and  if 
these  civil  service  reformers— these  men  that 
are  running  the  business  of  public  official  mak- 
ing—should come  here  and  want  it  for  one  or 
two  days,  perhaps  in  the  generosity  of  our  Dem- 
ocratic hearts  we  may  give  it  to  them.  But  we 
don't  propose  to  give  them  a  carte  blanche  and 
open  sesame  to  the  quarters  which  the  citizens 
of'  Boston  have  built  for  a  particular  pur- 
pose, namely,  for  the  housing  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  of  the  city  of  Boston.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  11,  with  that  supe- 
rior wisdom  which  nobody  recognizes  except 
himself,  has,  while  I  was  making  my  remarks, 
interpolated  while  I  have  been  making 
my  remarks,  an  interjection  that  the  easterly 
rooms  are  used  for  the  purposes  of  a  lunch  room. 
If  I  could  call  up  the  spirits  of  the  councilmen 
who  have  bad  to  suffer  in  his  presence  while  he 
has  been  a  member  of  the  government  probably 
their  unanimous  evidence  would  be  this:  That 
whenever  a  lunch  was  ordered  in  that  room 
the  gentleman  who  has  very  insolently  interpo- 
lated the  interjection  was  one  of  the  first  men 
to  be  there  with  a  plate  of  salad  and  a  spoon  by 
which  to  convey  it  to  his  mouth.  But  in  a  mo- 
ment of  temporary  insanity  this  year  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  9,  who  keeps  very  quiet  on  the 
other  side  of  the  chamber,  offered  a  very  good 
order  upon  the  lunch  business,  and  I  will  now— 

Mr.  Wilson — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I 
would  ask  whether  that  is  a  proper  manner  of 
alluding  to  a  member  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Fowler— 1  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  is  not  in  his  seat. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

Mr.  Whall— The  gentleman  from  Ward  9  in- 
troduced an  amendment  to  our  rules  (hat 
stopped  the  hypocrisy  of  such  Republicans  as 
my  friend- 
Mr.  Sanger— I  raise  the  point  of  order  tl  at  the 
gentleman  is  not  speaking  to  the  question. 

Mr'  Whall— 1  had  not  completed  my  sen- 
tence. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  decide  the 
point  of  order  not  well  taken. 

Mr.  Whall— Now  when  that  chamber  is  used 
even  for  a  lunch  order  it  is  used  by  men  who 
have  the  courage  to  put  their  names  upon  the 
records  of  the  city  as  voting  to  be  half  decently 
paid  for  good  services  rendered.  I  have  not  any 
doubt  that  the  gentleman  feels  that  in  his  con- 
science on  matters  of  this  kind  he  should  not 
vote  with  us  simply  because  he 'may  feel,  as 
others  of  us  do  feel,  that  the  city  should  give 
nothing  for  services  which  are  worth  nothing. 
But  to  come  back  to  our  subj  'Ct.  1  will  always 
oppose  the  granting  of  the  use  of  these  public 
chambers  to  private  individuals.  If  we  gave 
them  to  the  Hatters'  Union  last  year,  it  was 
simply  a  vote;  the  chambers  were  not  used;  the 
city  of  Boston  was  not  put  to  one  dollar's  ex- 
pense ;  the  Hatters'  Union  did  not  accept  the 
generosity  which  probably  in  a  too  great  lit  of 


generosity  we  were  willing  to  accord.  But  if  we 
have  committed  an  error  in  the  past  that  is  no 
reason  why  we  should  renew  the  error.  I  be- 
lieve that  these  chambers  were  built  by  the  cit- 
izens of  Boston  for  the  use  of  the  Common 
Council,  or  for  the  use  of  co-ordinate  branches 
of  the  government.  And  I  believe  that  thej 
should  never  be  used  except  by  ourselves  or 
our  duly  authorized  committees  or  by  a  co-or- 
dinate branch  of  the  government.  And  while 
1  have  a  voice  in  this  chamber  and  a  place  upon 
its  floor,  no  matter  whether  it  is  civil  service,  or 
any  other  kind  of  service— or  uncivil,  as  we 
sometimes  get  from  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
11— I  shall  always  vote  against  giving  the  use 
of  these 'chambers  to  persons  who  are  not  enti- 
tled to  use  them. 

Mr.  F.  Morison— It  seems  to  me  that  this- 
question  has  not  been  considered  in  the  way  in 
which  it  ought  to  have  been  presented  to  this 
Council.  I  do  not  understand  that  the  use  of 
this  chamber  is  asked  as  a  matter  of  courtesy  to 
the  Civil  Service  Commission.  I  understand 
that  the  State  of  Massachusetts  does  not  come 
here  to  sue,  as  my  friend  from  Ward  7  will  un- 
derstand, in  forma  pauperis,  for  a  little  room 
which  they  cannot  pay  for.  I  understand  that 
the  State  of  Massachusetts  has  provided  its 
Civil  Service  Commission  with  quarters  such  as 
it  considers  proper  for  conducting  its  business, 
but  that  a  large  number  of  the  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton are  interested  in  the  examinations— whether 
it  is  one  which  we  like  or  do  not  like  is  not  the 
question— which  this  Civil  Service  Commission 
are  required  by  law  to  make.  They  come  here 
and  say  to  this  Council,  if  you  will  give  us  the 
use  of  a  certain  apartment,  then  we  will  exam- 
ine these  citizens  of  Boston  in  a  place  more  con- 
venient to  them ;  if  they  like  that,  if  they  pre- 
fer to  be  examined  there,  we  will  examine  them 
there— and  that  is  the  whole  thing,  as  I  under- 
stand it.  It  is  not  a  question  of  courtesy,  it  is 
not  a  question  of  civil  service  reform.  I  do  not 
understand  that  it  will  be  a  slap  at  the  Civil 
Service  Commission-,  as  has  been  stated  tonight, 
or  that  it  will  make  any  particular  difference  to 
the  commission,  and  certainly  it  will  not  make 
any  difference  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts whether  it  is  granted  or  not.  I  shall 
vote  for  the  measure  simply  on  the  ground  that 
I  think  it  will  bo  a  convenience  to  the  citizens  of 
Boston  who  wish  to  be  examined,  and  I  hope 
that  every  gentleman  in  thelCouncil  will  so  con- 
sider it. 

Mr.  MoNary— We  have  heard  a  vast  deal  for 
'he  past  few  minutes  about  lunches,  all  ol  which 
may  be  veiy  pretty  and  very  true,  but  it  has 
very  little  to  do  with  the  question.  And.  while 
I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  and 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  in  regard  to  civil 
service  itself— I  do  not  think  very  much  of  it  as 
at  present  conducted— I  would  say  that  I  was  a 
civil  service  reformer,  but  before  I  ever  investi- 
gated the  system.  But  I  do  find  that  that  sys- 
tem is  in  existence,  and  that  we  are  to  get  cer- 
tain results  from  the  system.  The  results  that 
we  are  lookingfor  is  where  we  have,  as  in  my 
case,  certain  friends  whom  we  desire  to  pass 
the  examination,  and  get  through  if  possible  and 
obtain  certain  positions.  Names  have  been  on 
the  list  there  for  a  long  time  past,  and  the  inva- 
riable answer  has  been,  when  I  have  spoken  in 
regard  to  the  matter,  and  why  they  have  not 
examined  the  applicants,  that  they  have  not  the 
facilities  for  examining  them  and  cannot  do  so 
without  further  accommodations.  I  may,  per- 
haps, go  out  of  the  go\  eminent  next  year,  and  I 
may  have  lost  any  influence  that  I  now  possess 
in  regard  to  any  position  whatsoever  in  connec- 
tion with  the  city  government  or  elsewhere,  and 
1  would  like  to  have  these  people  examined  un- 
der the  present  system  or  would  like  to  see  some 
other  system  substituted.  While  I  do  not  think 
it  is  verj«3|rood  for  us  to  give  up  our  rooms,  or  for 
themto'ask  for  the  rooms,  1  think  that  me  ought 
to  grant  the  request  for  the  sake  of  cur  own  con- 
stituents and  the  citizens  of  Boston.  That  is  the 
position  I  take.  It  is  not  that  I  desire  to  help  the 
commission  in  any  respect,  whatsoever,  but  there 
are  some  friends  and  constituents  of  mine  on  the 
list  thereto  be  examined,  anil  I  should  like  to  see 
them  examined  as  soon  as  possible,  and  have 
them  passeil  through  that  examination  in  order 
to  get  a  chance  to  get  work.  I  am  in  favor  of 
giving  the  ante-room  to  them,  while  f  think 
that  the  State  of  Massachusetts  ought  to  supply 
rooms  for  this  commission  to  examine  applicants 
in.    I  fully  agree  with  that,  and  I  think   it  is  an 
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unwise  policy  that  does  not  provide  such  accom- 
modations for  the  commission.  But  I  think  we 
are  called  upon  and  compelled  to  furnish  such 
accommodations  for  the  examination  of  our 
citizens  if  the  accommodations  do  not  exist.  We 
must  have  the  people  examined,  and  this  is  the 
only  means  of  arriving-  at  that  result.  I  shall, 
for  one,  vote  in  favor  of  giving  the  commission- 
ers the  use  of  the  ante-room,  and  I  hope  the 
matter  will  not  he  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Lattimore— I  do  not  rise,  Mr,  President, 
to  prolong  this  discussion,  as  I  think  we  have 
already  heard  from  the  different  gentlemen  both 
the  pros  and  the  cons  in  regard  to  this  matter.  I 
have  listened  to  these  gentlemen,  who  have  at- 
tempted to  champion  the  opposition  to  this 
order,  with  the  expectation  that  they  would 
present  something  of  a  tangible  or  tenable  na- 
ture showing  why  this  Council  should  not  grant 
this  request ;  hut  I  have  failed,  with  my  limited 
conception  of  right  and  wrong,  to  bear  anything 
which  makes  me  accord  with  the  position  they 
have  taken.  As  I  do  not  desire  to  discuss  this 
matter,  I  therefore  move  the  previous  question. 

The  President— The  question  is,  shall  the 
main  question  be  now  put. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  trust,  Mr.  President,  that  the  pre- 
vious question  will  not  prevail.  I  started  this 
discussion,  I  believe,  without  saying  a  great 
deal  or  intending  to  say  a  great  deal  at  first ;  but 
an  attack  has  been  made  upon  me  in  the  posi- 
tion 1  have  taken,  and  I  should  be  extremely 
obliged  to  the  gentleman  from  AVard  9  if  he 
would  withdraw  his  motion  for  the  previous 
question  for  the  moment.  However,  I  hope  that 
question  will  not  prevail,  because  I  should  have 
an  opportunity  to  say  that  I  am  not  in  favor  any 
more  than  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  of  the 
encroachments  that  have  been  made  upon  the 
principle  of  local  self-government.  Neither  am 
I  m  favor  of  commissioners  or  a  government  by 
commissioners.  1  think  it  is  the  worst  possible 
kind  of  government.  I  believe  the  best  possible 
kind  of  government  is  for  all  measures  to  be 
discussed  openly  and  publicly  where  one  side 
can  be  presented  and  the  other  side  presented, 
and  arguments  made  upon  one  side  and 
upon  the  other,  and  then  probably  a  fair  and 
just  conclusion  will  be  arrived  at.  But  it  seems 
to  me  those  matters  are  all  aside.  The  question 
was  presented  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts whether  it  would  have  misgovernment 
or  whether  it  would  adopt  some  method  of  re-' 
lief.  In  my  judgment  it  saw  fit  to  pursue  the 
wrong  road ;  but  it  has  started  on  that  road,  and 
since  it  is  on  that,  I  don't  think  we  should 
throw  obstacles  in  the  way.  Therefore  I  am 
certainly  in  favor  of  granting  a  request,  which, 
it  seems  to  me,  is  well  founded,  upon  the  ground 
that  has  been  mentioned  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9— that  the  Commonwealth  asks  this  for 
the  benefit  of  the  citizens  of  the  city  of  Boston, 
not  for  the  benefit  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts.  Now,  Mr.  President,  this  is  not 
a  proposition  to  have  the  use  of  this  chamber, 
as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  says,  that  it 
may  he- 
Mr.  Whitmore— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  If 
I  understand  the  gentleman,  and  I  am  sorry  if  I 
do  not,  for  I  am  tryiug  to,  it  seems  to  me  he  is 
speaking  to  the  main  question,  or  trying  to.  I 
do  not  think  he  is  speaking  to  the  question  of  or- 
dering the  previous  question  or  not,  but  he  is 
speaking  to  the  merits  of  the  question. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  decide  the 
point  of  order  well  taken.  The  gentleman  will 
please  confine  himself  to  the  question. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  shall  endeavor  to  do  so,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent. I  wish  for  an  opportunity  to  urge  upon 
the  Council— and  if  this  motion  for  the  previous 
question  does  not  prevail,  I  expect  that  I  shall 
obtain  such  an  opportunity— words  to  remind 
them  that  it  is  only  an  ante-room,  where  there 
is  nothing  but  a  table  and  the  facilities  for  boot 
blacking;  and  I  can't  see  how  there  can  be  any 
confusion  wrought  out  in  those  two  articles  of 
furniture. 

Mr.  Whitmore—  I  hope  the  previous  question 
will  prevail.  I  think  that  everyone  has  gone 
into  the  matter  and  has  made  up  his  mind  which 
way  he  intends  to  vote.  And  in  urging 
that  it  do  prevail,  I  have  only  to 
suggest  that  of  course  it  cuts  off  my 
motion  to  indefinitely  postpone.  That  is  all 
right.  Let  us  come  to  a  vote ;  and  then  those 
who  did  not  intend  to  vote  in  favor,  of  course 
will  vote  No  on  the  passage.  It  comes  to  the 
same  thing  as  the  other.    1  am  as  ready  to  meet 


it  in  one  shape,  and  therefore  I  think  the  main 
question  ought  to  be  ordered, 

Mr.  McKenna— I  would  like  to  know  for  in- 
formation, for  how  long  a  time  they  intend  to 
use  it? 

The  President— No  definite  time- 
Mr.  Mi'Kenna— Well,  sir,  I  am  not  in  sympa- 
thy with  the  commission  at  all.  but  I  am  in  every 
case  in  sympathy  with  the  men  whom  they  will 
employ.  I  think  the  request  ought  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Fisher — I  was  told  that  they  would  like 
to  occupy  the  ante-room  till  such  time  as  they 
could  get  a  lot  of  these  applications  out  of  the 
way,  so  that  in  case  there  is  any  help  hired  by. 
the  city  of  Boston  they  can  have  these  men  in 
readiness  to  go  to  work. 

Mr.  Whall— I  hope  the  main  question  will  be 
put,  because  we  might  as  well  meet  this  question 
now  as  at  any  other  time.  I  believe  the  ques- 
tion should  be  met  at  once,  and  that  some  of  the 
gentlemen  who  have  misapprehensions  on  the 
subject  should  be  advised  that  the  Civil  Service 
Commissioners  do  not  need  these  rooms  for  the 
examination  of  laborers,  but  they  need  them 
only- 
Mi-.  Ladd— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The  gen- 
tleman is  debating  the  main  question. 

Mr.  Whall— I  was  giving  reasons  why  the 
mam  question  should  be  ordered. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  decide  the 
point  of  order  well  taken.  The  gentleman  will 
please  confine  himself  to  the  question. 

Mr.  Whall — The  main  question  should  be 
ordered,  because  this  is  the  time  as  well  as  any 
other  time  to  inform  members  who  are  in  favor 
of  giving  courtesies  to  the  Civil  Service  Commis- 
sion that  the  courtesies  which  they  intend  to  ex- 
tend or  give  to  them  are  simply  for  the  exami- 
nation of  clerks  who  will  get  §1200  or  over  as  a 
salary.  The  main  question  should  be  put,  be- 
cause there  is  no  reason  why  the  city  of  Boston 
should  for  a  limited  number  of  people  grant  the 
use  of  its  City  Hall.  If  this  were  for  the  classifi- 
cation and  registration  of  the  laborers,  then 
probably  for  the  time  beiug  I  might  be  with  the 
"Snivel"  Service  Commission. 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

The  second  reading  of  the  order  was  declared 
refused.  Mr.  Ladd  doubted  the  vote,  and  on  his 
motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.  The 
second  reading  was  ordered ;  yeas  39,  nays  17 : 

Yeas — Atwood,  Blume,  Bowman,  Burr,  Cham- 
berlain, Clark,  Connolly,  Davern,  Dolan,  Fisher, 
Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost,  Gomez,  Harrington, 
Keliher,  Kelley.  Kennedy,  Ladd.  Lattimore, 
Lauten,  Leary,  Light,  McKenna,  McNary,  F. 
Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison,  Norton,  Perkins,  Rich- 
ards, Sanger,  Shaw.  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan, 
R.  Sullivan,  Teevens,  Thayer,  Tuttle,  Wilson 
—39 

Nays— Carroll,  Cochran,  Coyle,  Foss,  P.  J. 
Gallagher,  Haggerty,  Mahoney,  McEnaney,  W. 
H.  Murphy^  Nunan,  Perry.  E.  J.  Powers,  Short. 
Sundberg.  Tracy.  Whall.  Whitmore— 17. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Barry,  Carstensen,  Cole- 
man, Desmond,  Dewey,  Duggan,  Dunn,  J.  Galla- 
gher, Hayes,  J.  Murphy,  J.  J.  Murphy,  O'Meaiey, 
C.  C. Powers,  Reilly,  Snow,  Webster— 10. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  declared 
rejected.  Mr.  Sanger  doubted  the  vote,  and  on 
his  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.  The 
order  was  passed;  yeas  3S,  nays  16: 

Yeas — Atwood.  Blurne,  Bowman.  Burr,  Cham- 
berlain. Clark,  Coyle,  Davern,  Dolan,  Fisher, 
Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost,  Harrington,  Keliher, 
Kelley,  Kennedy,  Ladd,  Lattimore,  Lauten, 
Leary,  Light.  McKenna,  McNary,  F.  Morison. 
F.  R.  Morrison.  Norton.  Perkins.  Richards. 
Sanger,  Shaw,  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan.  R. 
Sullivan,  Teevens,  Thayer  Tuttle,  Webster, 
Wilson— 38. 

Nays — Carroll.  Cochran,  Foss,  P.  J.  Gallagher, 
Gomez.  Haggerty.  Mahoney,  McEnaney,  Nunan, 
Perry.  E.  J.  Powers,  Short,  Sundberg,  Traces . 
Whall,  Whitmore— 10. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Barry,  Carstensen, 
Coleman,  Connolly,  Desmond,  Dewey,  Dug- 
gan. Dunn,  J.  Gallagher.  Hayes,  J.  Murphy.  J. 
J.  Murphy.  W.  H.  Murphy.  O'Meaiey,  C.  (J. 
Powers,  Reilly.  Snow,  Webster-  18. 

Mr.  Fisher  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

NEW  SCHOOLHOUSE   SITE  IN   SOUTH  BOSTON. 

Mr.  Leary  called  up  the  special  assignment, 
viz.: 

12.  Report  of  Committee  on  Schools,  etc.,  and 
order  for  the  purchase  of  a  parcel  of  land  on 
easterly  side  of  H  street,   between    Fifth  and 
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Sixth  streets  (37,500  square  feet),  at  80  cents  a 
square  foot,  as  a  site  for  a  grammar  schoolhouse 
in  South  Boston. 

The  question  was  on  acceptance  of  report  and 
second  reading  of  order. 

Mr.  Lauten — It  is  not  very  often  that  the 
members  from  the  peninsula  district  disagree 
on  matters  of  pecuniary  interest  in  that  section. 
But,  sir,  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Council  to  the  fact  that  the  committee  recom- 
mend the  purchase  of  37,500  feet  of  land  at  a  cost 
of  $30,000,  which  is  one-third  of  the  whole  ap- 
propriation for  the  schoolhouse  and  site.  While 
I  have  been  generally  in  favor  of  large  school- 
house  yards,  it  does  seem  to  me  that  this  partic- 
ular piece  of  land  is  too  large  and  too  costly. 
Why,  sir,  to  build  a  handsome  granite  wall  and 
a  nice  iron  fence  around  this  Targe  lot  of  land 
(almost  an  acre),  and  brick  the  yard,  will  cost 
several  thousand  dollars,  and  I  am  quite  sure 
that  if  $30,000  is  paid  for  the  land  the  school- 
house  will  not  be  finished  for  the  amount  appro- 
priated. And,  sir,  the  time  has  come  when 
things  should  be  done  within  a  liberal  appropri- 
ation. The  fear  that  there  will  not  be  money 
enough  for  the  schoolhouse  if  this  land  is 
bought  is  the  most  serious  objection  I  have  to  the 
committee's  recommendation.  There  is  a  piece 
of  land  on  the  northwest  corner  of  the  same 
street,  the  Dana  lot,  containing  17,812  feet,  cor- 
ner lot,  that  can  be  bought  for  57  cents  a  foot, 
with  the  embankment  of  clay  and  gravel  on  it, 
for  which  the  city  can  find  plenty  of  good  use, 
or  the  owner  will  deliver  it  all  cleared  to  grade 
at  $1  a  foot.  There  you  have  a  piece  of  land,  a 
first-class  corner  lot,  plenty  large  enough  for 
the  purpose,  either  at  #10,052  with  the  material, 
or  $17,812  without  it,  whereas  if  you  adopt  the 
committee's  recommendation  you  pay  $30,000. 
To  be  sure,  the  committee  say  privately  that  the 
city  can  buy  as  many  feet  of  the  land  they 
recommend  as  it  wanted,  but.  Mr.  President, 
the  land  is  250  feet  on  H  street,  from  Fifth  to 
Sixth  street,  and  anywhere  from  150  to  175  a 
feet  on  either  side  of  these  streets.  If  only  a 
part  is  taken  on  H  street,  then  the  chances  are 
that  buildings  will  be  erected  on  both  corners, 
if  the  schoolhouse  is  built  in  the  centre  of  the 
lot,  and  thereby  cut  off  air  and  light,  and  spoil 
the  nice  appearance  of  a  large  bulding.  I  pre- 
sume the  committee  are  aware  of  that,  and  that 
is  the  reason  for  recommending  the  purchase  of 
the  entre  lot.  This  is  a  matter  of  business  and 
not  of  sentiment,  and  politics  have  nothing  to 
do  with  it.  I  am  glad  of  that  fact.  I  am  advised 
by  gentlemen  in  the  architect's  department  that 
in  the  modem  construction  of  schoolhouses  the 
basement  is  made  high,  with  plenty  of  light, 
and  good  ventilation,  so  that  the  children  really 
prefer  to  play  there  during  recess  instead  of 
going  out  m  the  yard  in  the  cold  air  during  our 
rigorous  winter  months.  In  the  old  school- 
houses  no  such  basements  exist  and  therefore 
large  vards  were  desirable.  Now,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, I  don't  wish  to  go  into  the  details  of 
how  much  this  land  is  assessed  for.  1  pre- 
sume some  other  gentleman  will  speak  on 
that  subject.  The  only  point  I  wish  to  make  is 
this:  If  you  take  one  third  of  the  appropriation 
to  pay  for  the  land  I  can  assure  you  that  the 
schoolhouse  cannot  be  finished  for  the  remain- 
ing $60,000.  It  has  been  given  out  that  the  num- 
ber of  feet  in  the  average  schoolhouse  yard  was 
about  33,000.  I  have  here  some  facts  and  figures 
from  the  books,  which  I  will  read : 

Bigelow  Primary— Built  1850 ;  land,l2,6G0  square 
feet;  cost,  $8439.50 :  building  cost  $30,792.84. 

Lincoln  Grammar  School— Built  1859;  17,560 
feet ;  cost  of  land,  $5000 ;  24,500  square  feet,  which 
includs  7000  square  feet  bought  in  1873,  but  not 
enclosed  in  yard,  $7000  for  7000  feet;  cost  of 
building,  $54,392.82. 

Gaston  School— Built  1872;  land,  35,358  square 
feet;  cost  of  land,  24,703.70;  cost  of  building, 
$112,444.84. 

Andrew  Grammar  School— Built  1870;  land, 
$24,889  square  feet;  cost  of  land,  $34,225;  build- 
ing cost  $74,320.35. 

Then  in  addition  to  that  I  wish  to  say  that  it 
is  pretty  hard  this  year,  and  it  will  be  pretty 
hard  next  year,  to  get  any  money  to  complete 
any  building  which  may  remain  unfinished 
when  the  appropriation  is  exhausted.  That  was 
not  the  way  it  was  eight  or  ten  years  ago.  I 
think  we  ought  to  confine  ourselves  to  the 
appropriations  made.  There  is  no  doubt  in  my 
mind  that  a  suitable  miilding  can  be  built  for 
$60,000,  but  it  may  cost  $70,000.     However,  the 


proportion  to  be  paid  for  the  land  is  very  large, 
compared  with  the  sum  appropriated,  especially 
when  you  can  buy  all  the  land  you  need  for  $10,- 

000  or  $12,000. 

Mr.  Leary— This  is  a  matter  which  I  knew 
would  cause  some  debate  on  account  of  the 
large  amount  of  money  asked  for  in  connection 
with  the  purchase  of  the  land.  At  the  last 
meeting  I  spoke  about  the  matter  going  over, 
and  1  supposed  that  some  members  would  visit 
this  land  and  judge  for  themselves.    However, 

1  will  mention  that  this  matter  has  been  before 
the  government  for  the  last  three  years,  When 
I  became  a  member  of  the  Commitee  on  Schools 
and  Schoolhouses  one  of  the  first  subjects  that 
came  up  for  our  consideration  was  this  new 
schoolhouse  site  in  South  Boston.  We  were  ad- 
vised, both  by  communication  and  in  person  by 
the  School  Committee  of  the  pressing  necessity 
for  having  a  new  schoolhouse  in  South  Boston, 
in  fact  the  School  Committee  declared  that  a 
most  urgent  necessity  existed  for  having  a  new 
schoolhouse.  Aid.  Coe,  who  was  the  chairman 
of  our  committee,  said  the  best  thing  to  do  was 
to  appoint  a  sub-committee  to  look  up  some  site 
for  a  schoolhouse,  and,  if  it  were  possible,  he 
would  try  to  get  a  sufficient  sum  toliuy  the  site 
and  build  the  schoolhouse.  Aid.  Hart  also 
stated  that  he  would  do  what  he  could  for  it. 
The  sub-committee  was  appointed  by  Aid.  Coe. 
consisting  of  Messrs.  Jenkins  and  Wakefield  and 
myself.  We  visited  South  Boston  several  times, 
and  after  inspecting  several  sites  we  were  in- 
formed that  we  must  get  a  site  that  would  re- 
lieve three  schools  over  there,  namely,  the  Slier- 
win,  the  Bigelow  and  the  Lincoln  districts. 
After  that  we  adopted  a  different  policy.  We 
had  looked  at  the  sites  at  this  side  of  Dorchester 
street  but  as  they  would  not  relieve  those  three 
schools  we  adopted  another  policy.  ( >n  the  next 
trip  to  South  Boston  we  visited  the  masters  of 
the  different  schools  and  spoke  about  the  Bige- 
low, the  Sherwin  and  the  Lincoln  schools.  They 
were  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  the  new 
schoolhouse  must  be  in  Ward  14.  We  invited 
the  schoolmasters  to  accompany  us  to  where 
they  thought  would  lie  the  best  place  to  have 
the  new  schoolhouse  located.  We  visited  sev- 
eral sites  in  Ward  14,  and  were  pointed  out  the 
place  where  the  schoolmasters  would  like  to 
have  the  new  schoolhouse.  That  was  about  all 
that  was  done  last  year,  and  the  matter  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  this  year  with  the 
following  result:  The  School  Committee  re- 
newed the  request  for  a  new  school- 
house  in  that  district,  urging  that  there 
were  a  number  of  scholars  in  private 
buildings.  The  Court  House  has  some  scholars 
in  it  and  there  are  many  in  some  private  build- 
ings. A  sub-committee  was  appointed  this 
year  consisting  of  Aid.  Haynes  ana  myself.  We 
went  to  South  Boston,  and  I  think,  although  I 
am  not  sure,  that  Mr.  Capen  was  in  company 
with  us.  We  visited  several  sites,  including 
what  is  known  as  the  Spalding  lot,  between 
Fifth  and  Sixth  streets,  and  containing  12,000 
feet,  which  could  be  purchased  at  $1.25  a  foot, 
and  he  would  not  take  anything  off.  In  fact, 
we  thought  of  that  lot  last  year,  out  could  not 
accept  it  as  we  considered  it  too  high.  After 
that  we  visited  the  Dana  lot.  containing  12,200 
and  odd  feet  of  land,  with  a  hill  on  it.  It  is 
almost  a  young  mountain;  it  is  quite  an  exten- 
sive hill.  We  were  offered  this  inducement, 
that  we  could  have  all  the  land  and  remove  the 
hill  down  to  the  level,  at  $1  afoot.  I  say  now 
that  it  would  be  a  good  site.  But  while  we  were 
talking  upon  that,  there  happened  to  come  along 
a  real  estate  agent,  who  had  considerable  expe- 
rience, a  man  named  Locke,  and  while  we  stood 
there  looking  at  the  land,  Aid.  Haynes  asked 
him  his  opinion  of  the  value  of  land  in  that  vi- 
cinity, and  lie  said  that  the  Dana  lot  was  worth 
$1  a  foot  after  removing  the  hill.  Healso  stated 
that  the  lot  directly  opposite  was  worth  the 
same.  Wo  asked  what  the  land  we  were  stand- 
ing on  was  worth,  which  was  the  lot  men- 
tioned in  this  order.  He  said  he  did  not  think 
we  could  get  it  short  of  $1  a  foot.  He 
said  he  had  been  in  the  real  estate  business 
for  a  number  of  years,  and  had  tried  to  get 
it  himself.  1  said  to  Aid.  Haynes  that  there  was 
no  use  bothering  about  it,  as  1  had  been  in- 
formed by  a  member  of  the  government  that  it 
belonged  to  some  11  parties,  and  I  did  not  be- 
lieve we  could  deal  with  11  people.  This  Mr. 
Locke  said  that  was  not  so,  and  that  it  belonged 
to  a  man  named  Reed  living  in  Framingham. 
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Aid.  Haynes  said,  "Take  tliat  down ;"  and  he 
also  took  it  down.  Aid.  Haynes  wrote  to  Mr. 
Reed  in  Framingham.  and  in  reply  received  a 
letter  stating  that  Mr.  Reed  and  his  wife  were  in 
Florida,  and  there  could  not  he  any  land  trans- 
action till  they  returned.  Not  being  content  with 
that  Aid.  Haynes  went  to  the  assessors'  office 
and  had  the  assessors  communicate  with  Mr. 
Reed  in  Florida.  In  the  meantime  the  Com- 
mittee on  Schoolhouses,  thinking  the  Dana  lot 
the  most  desirable  site  under  the  circumstances, 
were  about  to  take  it  at  a  dollar  a  foot,  when  to 
our  surprise  Aid.  Haynes  walked  into  the  com- 
mittee meeting-  and  put  his  hand  in  his  pocket 
and  took  out  a  letter.  Or  before  he  did  that  he 
said  to  the  committee:  "Gentlemen,  don't  yon 
think  the  Reed  lot,  even  at  a  dollar  and  a  quar- 
ter a  foot,  is  better  than  the  Dana  lot,"  ana  the 
committee  were  unanimous  in  saying-  that  it 
was.  Aid.  Haynes  said :  "Suppose  you  get  it  for 
a  dollar  a  foot,  how  would  that  be?"  And  we 
thought  it  would  be  first  rate.  He  then  took 
from  his  pocket  a  letter  from  Florida  showing 
that  he  had  made  an  agreement  to  get  this  land 
for  80  cents  a  foot.  It  was  a  surprise  to  the  com- 
mittee, and  certainly  it  was  a  great  surprise  to 
myself.  We  voted  to  recommend  the  purchase 
of  this  land  at  80  cents  a  foot.  The  School  Com- 
mittee was  there  and  agreed  to  the  site.  And 
here  let  me  inform  the  members  of  the  Council, 
who  do  not  know  the  fact,  that  we  cannot  buy  a 
single  piece  of  land  for  a  schoolhouse  site  with- 
out the  approval  of  the  School  Committee.  We 
might  select  a  piece  of  land,  hut  if  the  School 
Committee  did  not  like  it  we  could  not  buy 
it.  They  considered  this  the  best  piece  of  land, 
and  they  said  by  all  means  take  it.  Mr.  Capen, 
who  has  been  connected  with  the  School  Com- 
mittee for  several  years,  said  it  had  the  great 
advantage  in  the  yard  being  on  the  south  side, 
which  is  a  great  advantage  to  schoolhouse  prop- 
erty. That  is  something  I  did  not  know  any- 
thing about.  But  he  claimed  that  for  even 
money  it  was  a  better  site  on  that  account,  and 
at  80  cents  a  foot  it  was  a  great  deal  cheaper.  So 
there  was  nothing  left  for  the  Committee  on 
Schools  and  Schoolhouses  but  to  take  this  lot. 
This  land  has  nothing  but  a  small  hill  on  it;  in 
fact  it  cannot  really  be  called  a  hill.  When  it  is 
leveled  off  it  will  be  the  best  piece  of  land  in 
that  section  for  the  purposes  of  a  schoolhouse 
site.  I  also  find  that  it  has  been  assessed  for  25 
and  40  cents,  and  I  have  been  informed  that 
some  parts  of  it  are  assessed  for  10  cents.  But 
there  is  another  fact:  this  land  has  been  held  in 
its  present  condition  perhaps  ever  since  the 
foundation  of  South  Boston.  I  was  informed  by 
Mr.  Locke  that  the  present  owner  has  held  it  f oi- 
ls or  20  years.  Every  place  around  there  is  built 
up,  and  today  if  you  go  to  that  part  of  Ward  14 
you  can  find  only  four  or  five  of  those  vacant 
lots,  and  every  one,  except  this  one,  has  almost 
a  small  mountain  upon  it:  at  least  they  are 
very  high  hills,  some  50  feet  high.  Every 
other  place  is  built  upon.  As  I  remem- 
ber the  report  of  the  inspector  of  build 
ings,  I  believe  that  115  wooden  buildings 
were  put  up  in  that  locality  last  year,  and 
think  that  most  of  them  were  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  this  lot.    After  looking  over  all  the 

f  round,  we  concluded  that  this  was  the  best  lot 
or  a  schoolhouse  site  in  that  district;  in  regard 
to  the  difference  between  the  assessed  value,  25 
cents,  and  the  asking  price,  80  cents,  I  would  say 
that  if  it  has  not  been  assessed  for  more  than  20 
cents  it  ought  to  be,  because  all  the  land  around 
there,  according  to  the  statement  of  Mr.  Locke, 
all  the  land  around  there  is  worth  more  than 
80  cents  a  foot.  This  land  is  surely  worth  a  dol- 
lar a  foot.  Then  the  next  question  which  pre- 
sented itself  was  that  we  took  altogether  too 
much  land,  and  that  we  took  too  expensive  a 
piece  of  land.  In»connection  with  that  matter, 
I  found  a  statement  of  Mr.  Hyde  to  the  School 
Committee  last  year,  showing  a  list  of  the 
schoolhouses  and  the  land  the  lots  contained.  I 
took  a  copy  of  that  statement  by  Mr.  Hyde,  and 
the  clerk  of  committees  holds  the  original  at 
the  present  time.    I  find  that  this  is  the  result: 

Boston,  March,  1887. 
Size  of  yards,  with  number  of  rooms  of  gram- 
mar schools : 

Number 
Schools.  Size  of  Lot.       of  Rooms. 

Clias.  Sumner 30,000  sq.  feet  10 

Comlns 28,730  sq.  feet  13 

Dearborn 38.630  sq.  feet  14 

Emerson.... •■•■ 39,922  sq.  feet  16 


N  umber 

Schools.                                      Si/e  of  Lot.  of  Rooms. 

Everett 32.409  sq.  feet  li 

Lewis 27 ,850  sq.  feet  12 

Lowell 35,241  sq.  feet  14 

Rice 27,125  sq.  feet  14 

Sherwin 32,040  sq,  feet  10 

Shiirtleff 40.610  sq.  feet  14 

O'Urien 46,554  sq.  feet  14* 

Martin 26,800  sq.  feet  14 

Average 33.827  sq.  feet  14yB 

Dudley 20,339  sq.  feet  141 

Jlyde 19.767  sq.  feet  I4t 

•Asked  for  9600  sq.  feet. 

t-More  land  applied  for. 
Now  the  School  Committee  said  that  if  we 
were  going  to  ask  for  this  land,  we  ought  not  to 
make  a  botch  of  it.  That  is  in  plain  words  what 
they  said.  They  said,  if  you  take  it,  take  enough 
to  extend  from  Fifth  to  Sixtli  street.  They  said 
from  125  to  150  feet  on  Fifth  street,  and  after  it 
ran  the  entire  length  of  the  lot  back  to  Sixth 
street,  the  recommendation  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee was  that  it  should  be  that  length,  mak- 
ing 37,000  square  feet,  thereby  shutting  out  any 
one  who  wanted  to  build  on  the  corners.  None 
of  that  property  on  the  three  corners  can  possi- 
bly be  built  on.  You  can  only  build  on  one  side, 
and  owing  to  the  amount  we  have  taken  there 
will  always  be  light  and  air,  and  everything 
that  ^oes  to  make  proper  school  accommoda- 
tions. I  do  not  know  but  what  I  have  explained 
the  question  as  well  as  I  can.  Of  course  I  don't 
care  what  the  Council  may  see  fit  to  do. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading, 
and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Leary  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended, and  the  order  read  a  second  time  and 
put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Blume- I  desire  to  interpose  my  protest 
against  the  purchase  of  any  land  for  the  city  of 
Boston  for  three  or  four  times  as  much  as  the 
sworn  valuation  of  the  assessors.  The  assessors 
of  Boston  are  by  law  obliged  to  assess  the  prop- 
erty at  its  full,  fair  cash  value.  This  property 
is  taxed— the  bulk  of  it— as  can  be  seen  upon  ex- 
amination of  the  records  down  stairs,  at  20  cents 
a  foot,  and  some  of  it  at  25  cents  a  foot.  Now  I 
cannot  find  it  in  my  conscience  and  in  accord- 
ance with  the  sense  of  duty  to  vote  for  more 
than  four  times  the  price  of  anything.  I  do  not 
think  that  it  is  a  fair  proposition  to  put  to  the 
City  Council,  and  ask  them  to  pay  any  amount 
four  times  as  large  as  the  sworn  valuation  of  the 
assessors  of  Boston.  I  am  aware  that  the  city 
always  has  to  pay  more  than  anybody  else,  but 
I  think  it  is  time  for  this  body,  as  well  as  the 
higher  branch,  to  put  a  veto  upon  giving  three 
or  four  times  as  much  as  a  thing  is  worth.  Last 
year  there  was  an  instance  where  land  was  as- 
sessed for  an  eighth  of  a  cent  a  foot,  and  the  city 
paid  five  cents  a  foot  for  it.  Here  is  an  example 
of  where  land  is  taxed  for  20  cents  a  foot— and 
that  is  probably  all  it  is  worth— and  the  city  is 
going  to  pay  80  cents  for  it.  There  is  a  lot  of  va- 
cant land  yet  in  South  Boston.  I  venture  to  say 
that  this  very  land  is  a  burden  upon  the  owner, 
and  I  venture  the  further  prediction  that  if  any- 
body could  go  to  the  owner  of  that  land,  he 
could  be  brought  home  even  from  Florida,  I 
venture  to  say.  and  if  you  offered  him  50  cents  a 
foot  he  would  be  a  very  bold  man  to  refuse  the 
offer.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  this  measure 
will  not  be  put  through.  1  understand 
some  gentlemen  are  influenced  by  the  con- 
sideration that  another  lot,  wet  and  soggy, 
is  probably  intended  to  be  purchased  if  this  one 
is  not.  Probably  no  gentleman  on  this  floor  will 
be  influenced  by  any  consideration  of  pleasing 
some  other  councilman  whose  friends  have  an- 
other lot  to  sell.  That  is  not  our  lookout.  Let 
us  see  to  it  that  we  do  not  pay  this  exorbitant 
price  for  anything.  Another  objection  I  have. 
Mr.  President,  to  this  measure  going  through,  is 
that  you  won't  get  any  schoolhouse  if  you  give 
this  exorbitant  sum  for  this  land;  §30,000  will 
make  a  very  large  hole  in  the  appropriation. 
That  is  very  much  more  than  should  be  paid  for 
the  land  upon  which  to  build  a  schoolhouse.  If 
you  pay  $30,000  for  it,  you  are  not  going  to  have 
money  enough  to  build  the  schoolhouse.  You 
will  not  have  enough,  not  within  $5000  or  $6000 
or  .$7000,  but  with  $25,000  or  $30,000 ;  and  I  want 
to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  you  cannot 
enter  upon  the  construction  of  this  schoolhouse 
until  you  have  got  the  money  to  pay  the  bills. 
That  old  time  abuse  is  no  longer  in  vogue,— that 
you  can  lay  the  foundations  with  what  you  have 
got,  and  depend  upon  the  future  government  to 
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help  you  build  the  superstructure.  You  have 
got  to  have  the  money  in  hand  before  you  can 
start.  Now  I  say  if  you  pay  this  large  sum  for 
this  very  large  lot,  much  larger  than  it  needs  to 
be,  you  won't  get  the  scb.oolb.ouse  for  which  you 
say  you  are  so  much  in  need.  I  hope,  therefore, 
for  these  considerations,  that  the  matter  will  be 
voted  down  until  word  has  been  brought  in  that 
there  will  be  sufficient  money  after  the  purchase 
of  the  land.  I  understand  that  Mr.  Reed  owns 
.$25,000  worth,  and  that  two  or  three  other  par- 
ties own  similar  tracts.  I  do  not  know  any  of 
them,  and  I  do  not  care  about  them;  but  f  don't 
want  to  see  people  come  in  here  and  gouge 
money  out  of  the  treasury  of  Boston. 

Mr.  Richards— While  I  agree  with  my  friend 
from  Ward  11  in  regard  to  the  extravagance 
now  going  on  in  the  city  government,  I  still 
must  agree  also  with  the  gentleman  who  spoke 
before  my  colleague  in  favor  of  this  lot.  I  went 
out  there  this  afternoon,  with  two  gentlemen 
who  represented  the  two  sides  of  the  question. 
One  of  them  was  in  favor  of  this  Reed  lot,  and 
the  other  was  anxious  that  the  Locker  lot.  so- 
called,  should  be  taken.  Now  the  Dana  lot  of 
18,000  to  19,000  feet  is  m  a  corner  and  is  too  small, 
and  besides  that  is  covered  by  a  large  amount  of 
earth  that  has  got  to  be  taken  away.  After  you 
have  it  taken  away  it  would  be  so  shut  in  in 
the  summer  time  that  it  would  be  very  uncom- 
fortable and  there  would  be  no  chance  for  air  to 
circulate  in  and  around  it.  Now  the  reason  the 
Locker  lot  opposite  is  advocated  is  first— I  have 
a  letter  now  in  my  hand  in  regard  to  it— that  it 
can  be  bought  for  70  cents,  and  I  think  we  can 
get  it  for  less.  But  the  Locker  lot  has  objections. 
It  has  a  very  large  hill,  I  should  say  as  high  as 
flagstaff  hill  on  Boston  Common,  and  the  hill 
on  the  Locker  lot  would  have  to  be  removed, 
and  some  land  in  the  rear  of  it  would  have  to  he 
bought  if  that  hill  was  taken  away.  Now  that 
would  be  a  great  expense,  and  unless  some  ar- 
rangement could  be  made  with  the  Park  Com- 
missioners whereby  that  land  could  lie  taken 
and  used  for  park  purposes,  it  would  be  of  no 
good  to  us  and  would  be  a  great  incumbrance  to 
the  schoolhouse  site.  On  the  other  hand  the 
lot  called  the  Reed  lot  is  all  level,  the  earth  is 
all  taken  off,  and  it  is  a  large  sunny  lot,  and  we 
are  to  get  this  37,000  and  odd  feet.  This  is 
not  the  whole  lot,  for  there  is  a  large  territory 
behind  it;  but  we  propose  to  get  the  cream  of 
that  land,  and  when  we  take  the  cream  of  a 
piece  of  land— the  best  part  of  it— we  must 
expect  to  have  to  pay  more  for  it  ac- 
cordingly than  if  we  buy  the  whole  piece. 
If  you  buy  the  whole  you  take  the  aver- 
age. Now  I  know  as  a  matter  of  fact 
that  parties  have  been  trying  to  buy  this  very 
lot  of  land,  called  the  Reed  lot,  for  some  time 
past,  before  the  city  government  spoke  of  it,  and 
they  could  not  get  it  for  50  cents  a  foot.  So, 
whether  the  assessed  value  is  too  much  or  too 
little,  the  price  asked  for  it  was  considerably 
higher.  That  value  was  probably  put  on  when 
there  was  a  hill  there,  and  that  made  a  differ- 
ence in  the  valuation;  but  today,  as  it  stands, 
that  lot  is  worth  more  than  any  of  the  rest  that 
have  been  spoken  of.  Now,  I  deem  it  the  best 
policy  for  us  to  get  that  lot  at  the  present  time 
if  we  can  afford  it,  for  in  walking  through  that 
part  of  South  Boston  you  can  see  that  there  is 
a  very  rapid  growth  there  constantly.  Houses 
spring  up  in  every  direction,  and  200  houses,  I 
understand,  have  been  built  there  during  the 
last  year,  or  100  certainly.  Now,  there  is  one  of 
two  alternatives  before  us  and,  for  one,  I  would 
like  to  see  this  matter  assigned  to  the  next  meet- 
ing, There  is  a  house  there  in  South  Boston, 
built  by  Souther,  the  brewer,  which  cost  $100,000 
to  construct,  and  I  believe  it  could  be  bough l 
today  for  something  like  $20,000.  It  might  be 
good  policy  to  buy  that  lot;  which  is  right  oppo- 
site the  Blind  Asylum  and  in  a  good  locality.  I 
do  not  know  how  much  it  would  cost  to  alter 
the  house.  I  think  it  might  offer  advantages 
over  all  the  other  sites,  and  if  it  did  it  might 
also  be  much  cheaper.  I  therefore  move  to 
have  this  assigned  to  the  next  meeting-  of  the 
Council. 

Mr.  Leary— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman 
a  question  before  be  sits  down.  1  would  ask  him 
if  in  his  judgment  this  piece  of  land  Ihe  com- 
mittee has  selected  is  not  the  best  vacant  piece 
of  land  in  that  immediate  vicinity? 

Mr.  Richards— I  think  it  is,  sir. 

Mr.  Leary— Mr.  President. 

Mr.  Richards— That  is  about  the  only  ques- 


tion in  that  connection,  but  there  is  one  word 
more. 

The  President— Mr.  Leary  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  Richards— I  am  answering  the  gentle- 
man's question. 

Mr.  Leary— I  think  he  answered  my  question. 

Mr.  Richards— I  would  say  in  finishing  my 
reply,  that  I  think  there  are  some  advantages  in 
the  house  over  the  vacant  lot. 

Mr.  Leary— I  desire  to  say  one  word  in  reply 
to  the  remark  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  11,  about  there  being  too  much  land.  I 
would  say  that  the  grammar  schools  average 
33,000  square  feet  of  land ;  and  this  fact  further 
remains  that  we  can  take  whatever  portion  of 
this  land,  we  may  want,  and  cut  the  expenditure 
for  land  down  to  .$20,000  if  we  desire. 

Mr.  Lattimore— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
With  all  due  respect  to  the  gentleman  I  would 
suggest  that  he  is  not  in  his  seat. 

Mr.  Whall — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
gentleman  has  no  right  to  interrupt  the  gentle- 
man in  bis  remarks.  He  comes  too  late.  He 
should  have  objected  before  the  gentleman 
commenced  to  speak. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  decide  the 
point  of  order  well  taken. 

Mr.  Lattimore— I  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  7  will  take  due  notice  and  act  accord- 
ingly. 

Mr.  Leary— I  hope  the  motion  will  not  prevail, 
although  I  have  no  more  to  do  with  this  thing 
other  than  that  the  summer  weather  is  coming 
on,  and  since  the  last  meeting  there  was  a  fair 
opportunity  for  any  member  to  visit  the  prem- 
ises and  look  into  the  matter  for  himself.  The 
gentleman  informs  me  that  be  withdraws  the 
motion  to  assign.  1  have  no  objections  to  as- 
signing the  matter  if  tliere  are  any  reasons,  but 
it  was  assigned  at  the  last  meeting,  and  the  ob- 
ject of  laying  it  over  was  that  parties  might  go 
over  there  and  visit  the  site.  1  would  say  that 
all  agree  that  that  is  the  best  site  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity,  and  all  others  ask  more.  That 
is  all  I  have  to  say. 

Mr.  Richards  withdrew  the  motion  to  as- 
sign. The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the 
order.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Carroll  it  was  A^oted 
that  the  debate  now  close.  The  order  was  de- 
clared passed  in  concurrence.  Mr.  Blume 
doubted  the  vote  and  called  for  a  verification 
by  yeas  and  nays.  The  roll  call  was  ordered, 
and  the  order  was  passed ;  yeas  45,  nays  15: 

Yeas— Barry,  Carroll,  Chamberlain,  Cochran. 
Connolly,  Covle,  Desmond,  Dolan,  Fisher,  Foss, 
Fottler.  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher.  Hag- 
garty,  Harrington,  Hayes.  Kelilier,  Kelley, 
Kennedy,  Leary.  Mahoney,  McEnaney,  Mc- 
Keima,  McNary,  F.  Morison.  J.  J.  Murphy,  W. 
H.  Murphy,  Nuuan.  Perkins,  Perry.  E.  J.  Powers, 
Reilly,  Richards,  Sanger,  Shaw,  Short.  E.  Sulli- 
van, J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg, 
Teevens,  Tuttle.  Whall,  Whitmore,  Wilson — 45. 

Nays — Atwood,  Blume,  Bowman,  Burr,  Davern. 
Fowler.  Frost,  Gomez,  Ladd.  Lattimore,  Light, 
F.  R.  Morrison.  Norton,  Thayer,  Tracey— 15. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Carstensen,  Clark. 
Coleman,  Dewey,  Duggan,  Dunn.  Lauten.  J. 
Murphy,  O'Mealey.  C.  C.  Powers,  Snow.  Web- 
ster—12. 

Mr.  Leary  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

occupation  of  streets  for  building   pur 

POSES. 

Under  unfinished  business,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Connolly,  the  following  was  taken  up,  viz, : 

An  ordinance  (approved  as  to  form  by  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances)  to  amend  Chapter  28 
of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1885,  as  amended 
by  Chapter  25  of. the  Ordinances  of  1886,  by  strik- 
ing out  of  Section  8  all  after  "occupation"  in 
the  10th  lino  of  said  section,  and  inserting  in 
place  thereof,  'And  the  person  to  whom  such 
permit  is  granted  shall  also  Ue  required  to  erect 
and  maintain,  during  his  said  occupancy  of  the 
public  street,  a.  way  for  the  use  of  foot-passen- 
gers, at  such  time  and  in  such  maimer  as  the 
said  inspector  may  direct." 

Question  on  passage. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Blume— I  hope  the  previous  question  will 
not  be  put,  and  I  will  give  you  my  reasons  very 
briefly.  It  I  understand  this  order  correctly  it 
leaves  the  matter  now  in  the  discretion  of  the 
inspector  of  buildings.  I  am  here  to  say  tonight 
that  I  have  no  confidence  in  that  officer,  and  1 
will  give  you  my  reasons  why  I  have  not. 
Many  of  you  will  remember,  if  you  have  noticed 
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it,  that  opposite  the  Boston  &  Providence  rail- 
road station  there  are  a  lot  of  little  wooden  shan- 
ties. Recently  a  poor  man  erected  a  Shanty 
there  about  a  toot  higher,  or  about  two  feet  or 
2Vs>  feet  greater  in  depth,  than  the  other  shanties, 
and  the  superintendent  of  buildings  compelled 
that  man  to  take  that  shanty  down,  and  all  the 
rest  remain  in  violation  of  the  law,  as  I  claim. 
Now  I  say  that  any  officer  of  that  sort  is  not  to 
he  trusted  with  any  discretion  such  as  we  are 
about  to  give  by  the  passage  of  this  ordinance. 
He  will  make  tish  of  one  man  and  flesh  of  an- 
other. Now  I  say  that  if  you  have  an  ordinance 
on  this  sub.iect  have  it  arbitrary  so  that  all  men 
must  conform  to  it,  and  do  not  leave  it  to  the 
discretion  of  a  public  officer  to  enforce  against 
one  man  and  not  against  another. 

Mr.  Carroll— I.  nope  the  previous  question 
will  be  ordered,  because,  if  I  remember  rightly, 
we  had  considerable  debate  when  this  question 
was  brought  up  recently,  and  it  was  through 
some  cause  or  other  that  it  was  refused  passage 
that  evening.  The  rules  were  refused  suspen- 
sion. Parties  who  were  here  last  year  had  an 
opportunity  to  learn  thoroughly  in  regard  to  the 
matter,  and  to  understand  it  very  fully.  The 
builders  of  Boston  are  calling  for  some  law  other 
than  that  which  at  present  exists,  and  in  justice 
to  them  we  should  take  the  matter  in  hand  and 
settle  it  tonight.  Therefore  I  hope  the  previous 
question  will  be  ordered. 

Mr.  Sanger— I  hope  the  previous  question  will 
not  be  ordered,  for  the  reason  that  at  the  meet- 
ing on  March  23  Mr.  Dewey  introduced  an  order, 
which  will  be  found  in  the  minutes  on  page  233, 
that  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  De- 
partment for  the  Inspection  of  Buildings  inquire 
and  report  whether  or  not  the  provisions  of  Sec- 
tion 8  of  Chapter  28  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1885,  as  amended  by  Chapter  5  of  the  Ordin- 
ances of  1S86,  had  been  complied  with,  etc.,  and 
if  not,  why  not?  I  think  before  we  act  on  this 
matter  we  should  hear  from  that  committee, 
and  should  look  into  the  matter  in  regard  to  the 
inspector  of  buildings,  and  get  from  him  a  state- 
ment of  whether  the  law  has  been  enforced  or 
not.  I  do  not  think  myself  that  it  has  been,  and 
no  attempt  has  been  made  to  properly  enforce 
it,,  and  for  that  reason  we  should  hear  from  that 
committee  before  we  come  to  a  vote  on  the  ques- 
tion now. 

Mr.  Connolly— For  the  information  of  the 
gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down,  I  can  say  that 
the  inspector  of  buildings  has  enforced  this  law. 
Last  week  he  had  three  builders  of  Boston  in 
court.  Now,  this  ordinance  has  not  been  lived 
up  to  by  the  builders  of  Boston  simply  because 
they  could  not  build  a  building  and  live  up  to 
the  ordinance.  This  covered  way  may  be  in 
some  cases  a  very  good  thing,  but  in  others  it  is 
not,  I  myself  have  charge  of  three  buildings, 
and  you  take  it  on  a  narrow  street  such  as  Cause- 
way street,  where  one  of  them  is,  and  I  have 
only  seven  feet  of  street  there.  I  have  to  keep 
away  four  feet  from  the  sidewalk.  I  have  to 
give  four  feet  of  the  sidewalk,  which  is  only  five 
feet  wide.  There  is  only  a  frontage  of  20  feet, 
and  I  have  got  20  feet  by  about  three  feet,  that  is 
off  the  sidewalk,  and  about  two  feet  of  the 
street.  On  that  street  the  building  is  about  five 
stories  high,  and  in  a  space  of  20  feet  by  40  feet 
probably  10,000  brick  a  day  have  to  be  placed, 
and  the  carpenters  have  to  have  room.  It  is  im- 
possible for  either  me  or  the  carpenters  to  get 
that  stock  in  there  without  taking  up  the  prem- 
ises on  each  side.  The  people  on  each  side  ob- 
ject to  it.  I  think  that  has  been  discussed  here 
long  enough,  it  was  before  the  Council  last 
year,  and  it  has  been  here  now  two  months,  ami 
I  think  every  member  here  understands 
thoroughly  the  question  thatis  before  the  Coun- 
cil tonight.  I  hope  it  will  be  acted  on  at  once, 
and  therefore  I  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  McNary— I  hope  the  previous  question 
will  be  put.  The  matter  has-been  on  the  calen- 
dar for  three  weeks,  has  been  discussed  in  the 
Council  chamber,  and  has  been  so  thoroughly 
explained  that  all  parties  understand  it.  There 
was  a  great  deal  of  trouble  about  the  ordinance 
last  year,  and  it  has  not  been  li\  ed  up  to.  There 
is  no  question  but  that  the  majority  will  favor 
it,  and  I  hope  the  previous  question  will  be  put 
and  the  ordinance  passed  tonight. 

Mr.  Frost— We  bad  considerable  discussion 
upon  this  suhject  last  year,  and  it  was  thought 
that  this  was  the  best  legislation  that  could  be 
passed  for  the  benefit  and  protection  of  the  citi- 
zens and  for  the  necessities  of  the  dealers.    But 


I  was  talking-  with  one  or  two  very  large  dealers 
in  Boston,  and  they  seemed  to  think  that  we 
had  not  hit  upon  the  right  manner  and  mode  and 
fitting  the  arrangements  for  the  best  interests 
of  all  concerned.  I  have  no  objection  to  passing 
this  order,  but  I  think  it  will  not  accomplish 
what  we  want.  I  think  we  ought  to  get  a  com- 
mittee of  builders  who  know  how  to  frame  a 
law  that  shall  be  right  for  the  builders  and  for 
the  citizens,  protecting  all  alike. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  have  had  occasion,  I  think,  in  the 
past  year — 

Mr.  Keliher— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
time  for  debate  under  the  call  for  the  previous 
question  has  elapsed. 

The  President— The  gentleman  has  one  min- 
ute to  debate. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  believe  every  time  this  matter 
has  come  up  within  the  past  year,  and  it  is  four 
or  five  times,  I  have  insisted  upon  it  that  the 
action  proposed  in  the  order  tonight  is  the  only 
consistent  action  that  could  be  maintained  in 
this  matter,  and  therefore  I  am  certainly  in  fa- 
vor of  the  previous  question  being  ordered.  I 
believe  this  matter  has  been  debated  until  it  is 
threadbare.  It  has  been  found  absolutely  im- 
possible to  enforce  this  ordinance,  and  I  am 
glad  that  the  majority  of  this  Council  have  come 
to  the  view  that  they  will  pass  a  practicable 
ordinance. 

The  main  question  was  ordered,  and  the  order 
was  passed.  Mr.  Connolly  moved  to  recon- 
sider; lost. 

ABATEMENT  OF  ASSESSMENT. 

( )n  motion  of  Mr.  Fowler,  the  Council  took  up 
past  assignment,  viz. : 

14.  Motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  accepting  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Claims  of  leave  to 
.withdraw  on  the  petition  of  Harriet  A.  Lauten 
for  abatement  of  assessment  on  account  of  lay- 
ing out  the  Marine  park. 

The  question  was  on  reconsideration. 

Mr.  Lauten— I  am  much  obliged  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  23.  I  have  been  very  anxious  to 
call  the  matter  up  for  some  time.  The  reason  I 
moved  a  reconsideration  is  this :  Several  years 
ago  betterments  were  assessed  under  the  former 
Park  Commissioners,  and  the  commissioners  as- 
sumed that  Harriet  A.  Lauten  owned  this  pro- 
perty, and  therefore  assessed  her— I  believe  it  is 
$130.  Harriet  A.  Lauten  does  not  own  this  pro- 
perty. She  does  not  know  why  she  should  be 
assessed.  For  that  reason  she  came  in  with  a 
petition  to  have  the  abatement  made  on  that  as- 
sessment. After' the  petition  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Parks,  something  like  six 
months,  it  was  finally  transferred  to  the  Com- 
mute on  Claims,  and  this  is  now  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Claims.  The  Committee  on 
Claims  give  a  hearing,  at  which  I  appeared.  I 
stated  to  the  committee  that  Harriet  A.  Lauten 
did  not  own  the.  property,  and  that  it  should 
be  assessed  to  the  estate  of  the  late  Dan- 
iel Simpson,  that  I  was  one  of  the  trustees 
of  that  estate,  and  that  the  assessment  should 
be  levied  on  Daniel  Simpson.  That,  I  thought, 
was  a  proper  request  and  a  business-like  way  of 
doing.  I  presumed  that  the  Committee  on 
Claims  would  come  in  with  a  report,  taking  that 
from  Harriet  A.  Lauten  and  levying  on  the 
estate  of  Daniel  Simpson.  Instead  of  that  they 
made  a  report  giving  Harriet  A.  Lauten  leave  to 
withdraw.  I  move  to  reconsider-  that,  and  to 
refer  it  back  to  the  committee.  The  question 
can  then  be  settled  by  the  committee,  and  that 
is  all  there  is  to  it. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman 
one  question,  and  that  is  whether  or  not  Harriet 
A.  Lauten  is  not  a  party  beneficially  interested 
in  this? 

Mr.  Lauten— No,  sir. 

Mr  Ladd— Iu  any  way? 

Mr.  Lauten— In  no  way  at  all.    She  does  not  . 
own  the  property  at  all,  aud  I  don't  know  why 
her  name  should  appear  on  the  books,  and  why 
she  should  be  expected  to  pay  when  she  does 
not  owe  the  city  of  Boston  anything. 

Mr.  Ladd— Doesn't  she  have  any  interest  in 
this  at  all? 

Mr.  Lauten— Not  at  all. 

It  was  voted  to  reconsider,  and  the  report  was 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Claims,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Lauten. 

PAPEPvS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ladd,  Nos.  1  to  5  inclusive 
were  acted  on  together,  viz. ; 
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1.  Third  report  of  the  Committee  on  Legisla- 
tive Blatters.    (City  Doc.  57.) 

2.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  leave  to 
withdraw  on  petition  of  William  Garrity  for 
compensation  for  damages  to  his  estate,  1517 
Tremont  street,  from  change  of  grade  of  said 
street. 

3.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Joseph  S.  Hyde  for  refund 
of  money  paid  for  sewer  assessment. 

4.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Mary  F.  Lee  for  a  hearing 
on  her  claim  for  alleged  personal  injuries  from 
a  fall  on  a  sidewalk  in  front  of  402  Hanover 
street. 

5.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Margaret  Gallagher  for  com- 
pensation for  personal  injuries  from  an  alleged 
defect  at  61  Sawyer  street. 

Severally  accepted  in  concurrence. 

6.  Report  of  Commissioners  on  Public  Ceme- 
teries. (City  Doc.  40.)  The  Board  of  Aldermen 
concurred  in  the  reference  of  the  said  report  to 
the  Committee  on  Cemeteries,  with  an  amend- 
ment to  strike  out  the  words  "with  instructions 
to  report  at  the  next  meeting  "  The  Council 
concurred.  Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider; 
lost. 

7.  Order  passed  at  last  meetingof  this  Council, 
directing  the  corporation  counsel  to  take  any 
necessary  action  to  give  effect  to  an  order  ap- 
proved Feb.  2,  1886,  in  regard  to  a  building  of 
the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  in  West 
Roxbury.  (This  paper  is  returned  by  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  as  the  Common  Council  have  no 
jurisdiction  in  the  matter.) 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  AVhall,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Judiciary. 

8.  Order  requesting  the  city  solicitor  to  appear 
before  the  committee  of  the  Legislature  in  fa- 
vor of  the  act  asked  for  by  the  city  of  Cambridge 
to  promote  the  building  of  the  bridge  across 
Charles  river  from  West  Chester  Park. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  AVhall,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Bridges.  Subsequently  the  reference 
was  reconsidered,  on  motion  of  Mr.  AVhall,  and 
the  order  referred  to  Committee  on  New  Bridge 
to  Cambridge. 

9.  Order  authorizing  the  superintendent  of 
health,  with  approval  of  mayor,  to  advertise  for 
proposals  and  enter  into  a  contract  for  the  re- 
moval of  house  offal  from  Brighton  for  three 
years  from  May  1,  1887. 

Read  twice,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule 
moved  by  Mr.  Chamberlain,  and  put  upon  its 
passage. 

Mr.  Ladd — It  really  seems  to  me  that  in  order 
to  bring  about  a  competition  in  the  letting  of 
these  contracts  they  should  be  for  a  term  longer 
than  three  years,  because  it  is  hardly  possible 
for  any  party  wishing  to  compete  to  provide 
himself  with  the  necessary  teams  and  teamsters 
to  do  this  business  on  a  term  of  three  years.  I 
move  to  amend  by  substituting  five  years  for 
three  years. 


The  amendment  was  adopted  and  the  order 
passed  as  amended. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 
Sent  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  AVilson  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended so  that  reports  of  committees  might  be 
submitted. 

PUBLIC    LANDS. 

Mr.  Wilson  submitted  a  report  from  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  recommending 
leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of  Theophilus 
D.  Ling  for  permission  to  buy  of  the  city  a  pas- 
sageway leading  from  Church  street  between 
Nos.  85  and  87  on  said  street. 

Accepted,    Sent  up. 

unfinished  business. 

10.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  leave  to 
withdraw  on  petition  of  Louis  A.  Lauriat,  trustee, 
for  abatement  of  assessment  on  estate  of  Gus- 
tavus  A.  Lauriat  on  account  of  laying  out  Frank- 
lin Park.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Mr.  AVilson  moved  to  reconsider  the  last  two 
votes;  lost. 

statistics  of  expenditures. 

Mr.  AVhall  called  up  the  past  assignment, 
viz. ; 

13.  Notice  of  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
order  for  auditor  to  furnish  a  statement  show- 
ing the  expenditures  in  certain  departments 
since  1876. 

The  question  was  on  placing  on  file. 

Mr.  AVhitmore — I  do  not  object  to  its  being 
placed  on  file,  but  I  wish  to  offer  a  motion  that 
the  auditor  be  requested  to  furnish  the  same 
statement  to  the  Common  Council. 

The  notice  was  placed  on  file. 

Mr.  AVhitmore— I  move  that  the  auditor  be 
requested  to  furnish  the  Common  Council  with 
a  statement  such  as  was  called  for  in  the  origi- 
nal order.    I  have  not  had  time  to  copy  it  out. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  AVhall,  the  main  question 
was  ordered. 

Mr.  AVhitmore's  motion  was  carried.  Mr. 
Whit  more  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

ward  rooms. 

Mr.  Fowler  called  up  the  past  assignment, 
viz. : 

15.  Report  of  Committee  on  Ordinances,  and 
an  ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  3  of  the  Rovised 
Ordinances  of  1SS5,  concerning  ward  rooms. 
(City  Doc.  50.) 

The  question  was  on  acceptance  of  report  and 
second  reading  of  ordinance. 

The  ordinance  was  ordered  1o  a  second  read- 
ing, and,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  moved 
by  Mr.  AYhitniore,  read  a  second  time  and 
Passed.  Mr.  Whitrnore  moved  to  reconsider; 
lost.    Sent  up. 

Adjourned  at  10.10  P.M.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fot- 
ler,  and  stood  adjourned  for  two  weeks. 
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CITY   OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Monday,  April  4,  1887, 
Regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
1  o'clock,  P.  M.,  Aid.  Donovan,   chairman,  pre- 
siding, and  all  the  members  present. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  the  reading  of 
the  record  of  the  last  meeting  was  dispended 
with. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the 
fourth  session  of  the  Superior  Court. 

HEARINGS   OX     ORDERS     OF  NOTICE. 

1.  On  petition  of  Sewell  &  Day  Cordage  Co.. 
for  a  grade  crossing  of  a  freight  railroad  on 
Lincoln  street,  Brighton,  and  authority  to  use 
steam  as  a  motive  power  on  said  railroad.  No 
one  desiring  to  object,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Paving  (Aid.)  . 

2.  On  petition  of  Ocean  Terminal  railroad, 
to  fix  the  route  of  the  crossing  of  Chelsea  bridge 
by  said  railroad,  and  to  authorize  the  crossing  of 
said  bridge  by  said  railroad  at  grade.  No  one  de- 
siring to  object,  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Railroads. 

3.  On  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Carolina  avenue,  Ward  23.  No  one  desiring  to 
object,  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Sewers  (Aid.) 

4.  On  petition  of  William  S.  Butler  &  Co.,  for 
leave  to  project  a  bay  window  from  buildings 
Nos.  90,  98  Tre,mont  street  No  one  desiring  to  ob- 
ject, referred  to  the  Committee  on  Survey  and 
Inspection  of  Buildings  (Aid  ) 

BOSTON  HEATING  COMPANY. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston,        ) 
Executive  Department,  } 
April  4th,  18S7.        ) 
To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Gentlemen, — The  following  communication  in 
relation  to  superheated  water  has  been  received 
since  my  message  on  the  subject  of  granting  a 
license  to  the  Boston  Heating  Company.  Infor- 
mation concerning  the  practicability  of  using 
superheated  water  is  so  limited,  I  feel  it  my 
duty  to  send  the  communication  to  the  Board, 
as  it  comes  from  an  engineer  who  has  made  the 
subject  of  heating  by  water,  a  study. 

The  New  York  Steam  Company.  ) 
22  cortlandt  street, 

New  York,  March  26,  1S87. ) 

My  dear  Sir, — In  response  to  your  inquiries  as 
to  the  applicability  of  a  system  for  carrying  hot 
water  under  high  pressure  in  pipes  through  the 
public  streets  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  heat 
and  power,  I  would  reply  as  follows : 

Hot  water  may  be  used  for  heating  simply  as 
effectively  as  steam,  but  not  as  cheaply,  as  the 
water  must  be  pumped  at  great  cost,  whereas 
steam  circulates  by  its  own  pressure.  Heating 
can  be  done  with  hot  water  at  a  very  low  pres- 
sure, aud  if  its  use  is  confined  to  that  there  will 
be  no  objection  to  it  other  than  that  the  busi- 
ness will  not  be  remunerative  and  therefore  the 
streets  would  be  torn  up  for  no  good  purpose. 
The  use  of  hot  water  at  the  high  pressures  re- 
quired for  cooking  and  power  purposes  would, 
however,  be  extremely  dangerous  and  objec- 
tionable. In  order  to  maintain  the  high  temper- 
ature required  a  very  high  pressure  must  also 
be  maintained,  and  this  temperature  and  pres- 
sure cannot  be  allowed  to  fall  greatly'  in  any 
part  of  the  system  or  else  the  temperature  will 
be  insufficient  for  cooking  purposes  and  insuf- 
ficient to  heat  the  boilers  or  generators  in  which 
steam  is  made  on  the  premises  by  the  circula- 
tion of  the  hot  water.  Therefore,  under  these 
conditions  a  very  large  quantity  of  hot  water 
must  be  circulated  at  high  velocity  through 
the  pipes  by  power  at  the  central  sta- 
tion, which  is  not  only  extremely  wasteful 
but  would  have  the  effect  to  rapidly  scour  out 
the  pipes  and  dimmish  their  thickness.  More- 
over, the  high  pressure  increases  to  a  very  great 
extent  the  danger  of  rupture  of  the  pipes  and  of 
explosions.    The  difficulties  in  providing  for  ex- 


pansion of  the  pipes  are  greatly  increased,  and 
the  number  of  leaks  incident  to  any  system  of 
conduction  of  fluid  under  pressure  would  be 
greatly-  increased,  so  that  the  street  will  be  torn 
up  for  repairs  much  more  than  if  the  lower 
pressure  were  employ-ed. 

Independent  of  all  this,  hot  water  is  extremely 
dangerous.  It  is  just  as  hot  as  steam  would  be 
of  the  same  pressure,  but  having  greater  density 
contains  a  larger  quantity  of  heat  per  cubic  foot, 
which  in  case  of  a  slight  break  would  have  great 
erosive  action,  and  in  case  it  came  in  contact 
with  the  flesh  of  human  beings,  would  scald 
fearfully  even  at  great  distances.  On  the  con- 
trary, steam  loses  its  force  at  a  very  small  dis- 
tance from  the  opening  through  which  it 
escapes,  so  it  is  possible  to  hold  the  hand  in  it. 

I  will  add.  after  my  extensive  experience  in 
the  construction  of  the  plant  of  the  New  York 
Steam  Company  that  the  pressure  ordinarily 
carried  in  steam  boilers,  to  wit,  about  80  pounds, 
as  a  maximum,  is  all  that  should  be  attempted 
in  underground  work.  The  difficulties  increase 
in  a  geometrical  ratio  as  higher  pressures  are 
carried.  The  pressure  in  hot-water  pipes  ought 
not  to  be  over  10  to  15  pour  ds. 

Under  the  circumstances,  the  attempt  to  car- 
ry hot  water  of  several  hundred  pounds'  pres- 
sure in  underground  pipes  would,  in  my  opinion, 
be  unremunerative  to  stockholders  and  ex- 
tremelyr  dangerous  to  the  public. 
Very  truly  vours, 

(Signed,)       Charles  E.  Emery, 

Manager  and  Engineer. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

The  communication  was  placed  on  tile,  on  mo- 
tion of  Aid.  Carroll. 

INDUSTRIAL   SCHOOL  IN    SOUTH  COVE. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston,         j 
Executive  Department,  } 
April  4, 1887.  ) 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen.— Miss  Lucy  S.  Rogers,  who  has 
had  charge  of  an  industrisl  school  in  the  South 
Cove  for  some  years,  wishes  me  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  City  Council  to  the  work  performed 
there,  in  order  that  the  city  might  assist  and  aid 
in  the  matter.  The  following  communication 
from  Miss  Rogers  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Secretary's  Report. 

The  "industrial  work"  organized  by  Miss  Lucy 
S.  Rogers  began  its  third  year  Nov.  7.  18S5. 

The  volunteer  service  is  composed  of  six 
teachers  in  the  sewing  school,  three  cutters,  one 
teacher  in  the  kitchen  garden,  one  pianist. 

Seven  women  have  received  work  through 
the  winter,  for  which  they  have  been  paid  50 
cents,  Si  and  82  a  week,  according  to  the  amount 
of  work  done. 

The  sewing  school  has  had  an  average  attend- 
ance of  25  children,  who  meet  in  this  cbapel 
(Old  Colony  chapel,  Tyler  street)  every  Satur- 
day at  10  o'clock. 

Three  hundred  garments  have  been  made,  61 
of  which  were  sent  to  the  Orphan  Asylum  for 
Colored  Children  at  Chattanooga;  also  clothing 
to  the  amount  of  §15  sent  to  the  flood  sufferers 
in  Boston. 

The  amount  of  clothing  left  over  from  last 
year  was  sold  to  the  Boston  Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian Union,  18  Boylston  street,  for  .?50  for  its 
Christinas  festival. 

Miss  Rogers  desires  to  give  special  thanks  to 
the  committee  of  Rev.  Dr.  Duryea's  society,  who 
have  so  courteously  given  her  the  free  use  of  the 
# vestry  through  Mr.  I\  T.  Houghton,  chairman. 

To  the  teachers  and  helpers  of  this  "work" 
many  thanks  are  tendered.  It  is  hoped  that  a 
building  in  this  part  of  the  city  may  be  secured 
by  the  city,  to  further  the  development  of  in- 
dustrial work. 

Centres  like  tiiis  systematize  the  charities  of 
our  city  aud  give  more  practical  comfort,  sym- 
pathy and  help  than  can  be  estimated. 

From  Oct.  1,  1883,  to  April  25,  1885. 

Clara  Bates  Rogers,  Secretary. 

Treasurer's  Report. 
Mr.  John  H.  Rogers  (1  and  3  Tremont  street, 
now  No.  406  Washington  street),  who  has  acted 
as  treasurer,  has  received  by  donations  from 
friends  and  garments  sold  $497.81, and  has  paid  for 
materials  and  for  work  given  to  women,  §506.56. 
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Balance  due  the  treasury.  S8.75.  Balance  paid 
the  treasury,  $8.75.  All  bills  are  paid,  no  debts. 
April  30,  1886.     J.  H.  R. 

Summer  Work. 

The  summer  work  has  become  an  important 
branch  of  this  mission.  The  poor  have  felt  a 
great  need  of  work  during  the  long  weeks  of 
summer,  when  many  of  the  industrial  centres 
are  closed  and  hundreds  of  families  are  away 
from  the  city.  Last  summer  four  women  were 
kept  in  work  at  $1  a  week,  and  it  is  hoped  to 
double  that  number  this  summer  (1S87),  There 
have  been  several  volunteer  cutters  (three  in 
number)  who  every  week  send  to  the  Old  Col- 
ony chapel,  sufficient  work  for  five  poor  women 
to  sew  into  garment. 

References. 

Rev.  Brooke  Herford.  101  Pinckney  street. 

Rev.  H.  Bernard  Carpenter,  102  Chestnut 
street. 

Rev.  Dr.  Porter  (Episcopal  minister),  Lexing- 
ton. 

Mr.  Frothingham,  Provident  Association. 

Miss  Zilpha  Smith,  Chardon  street  Bureau. 

Mrs.  Horace  Coolidge,  163  Newbury  street. 

Mrs.  Alfred  Hurd,  Hotel  Copley. 

Mrs.  Kate  Gannett  Wells,  155  Boylston  street. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Schools  and  School- 
houses. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENTS. 

Communications  were  received  from  the 
mayor,  making  the  following  appointments: 

To  be  trustee  of  City  Hospital  for  a  term  of 
five  years  from  the  first  Monday  in  May,  1887— 
Joseph  A.  Tucker. 

To  be  trustee  of  Public  Library  for  a  term  of 
five  years,  from  the  first  Monday  in  May,  1887— 
James  Freeman  Clarke. 

To  be  superintendent  cf  sewers— Seth  Per- 
kins. 

To  be  sealer  of  weights  and  measures  for  the 
year  beginning  May  1,  1S87— Michael  D.  Collins, 
and  to  be  deputy  sealers — Daniel  P.  Sullivan, 
Benjamin  Brintnall,  Edward  Carl  and  Felix  A. 
Strange. 

To  be  inspectors  and  seizers  of  charcoal  baskets 
— Michael  D.  Collins.  Daniel  P.  Sullivan,  Benja- 
min Brintnall,  Edward  Carl  and  Felix  A. 
Strange. 

To  be  an  undertaker— John  V.  Dolan. 

Appointments  severally  laid  over. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  (Aid.)— Notice 
from  Cattle  Commissioners  relative  to  conta- 
gious pleuro-pneumonia  or  lung  plague. 

D.  M.  Yeomans,  to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden 
building  for  four  horses,  on  Fenno  court. 
Ward  24. 

Cornelius  Hurley,  to  occupy  an  old  wooden 
building  for  six  horses,  on  Farnham,  corner 
Reading  street,  Ward  20. 

J.  F.  Morse  &  Co.,  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
building  for  four  horses,  on  Gerard  street,  be- 
tween Kemble  street  and  Norfolk  avenue. 
Ward  20. 

Jenness  &  Glover,  to  occupy  an  old  wooden 
building  for  three  addititiohal  horses,  on  Mather 
street,  Nos.  24  and  26,  Ward  24. 

Michael  Dolan,  to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden 
building  for  one  cow  and  one  horse,  on  Wash- 
ington street,  Ward  23. 

W.  B.  Allen,  to  occupy  a  new  wooden  building 
for  one  horse,  on  Ashford  street,  opposite  Chester 
street,  Allston,  Ward  25. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses— South  Boston 
Barge  Company,  for  license  to  run  a  line  of 
coaches  or  uarges  between  South  Boston  and 
the  city  proper  over  certain  specified  routes. 

To  the  Committee  on    Common,   etc.  (Aid.)—  ' 
P.  H.  Kerrigan,  for  the  removal  of  a  tree  stand- 
ing in   front   of  new   house   No.    188   Blue-bill 
avenue. 

Francis  F.  Morton,  to  remove,  at  his  own  ex- 
pense, a  horse  chestnut  tree  in  front  of  his  es- 
tate on  Ches'nut-hill  avenue.  Ward  25. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps  (Aid.)— Beiij.  H. 
West,  M.D.,  and  others,  for  public  lamps  in 
Chickatawbut  street,  between  Plain  and  Glide 
streets.  Ward  24. 

Carl  Zerrahn  and  others,  for  an  electric  light 
in  front  of  the  Irvington,  on  Huntington  avenue, 
near  the  B.  &  A.  R.  R. 

John  Mclnerhey  and  others,  for  public  lamps 
on  Lexington  avenue,  Ward  25. 

To  the  Committee  on  Armories— Notice  from 


adjutant-general  of  disbandment  of  Company  G, 
Ninth  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  and  that  allowance 
for  armory  rent  will  be  discontinued. 

Company  E,  Ninth  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  to  be 
provided  with  an  armory. 

To  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department  (Aid.) 
— C.  A.  Whittemore  &  Co.,  for  renewal  of  then- 
license  to  store  and  keep  for  sale  oils  or  fluids 
composed  wholly  or  in  part  of  the  products  of 
petroleum,  at  No  31  India  street,  first  tioor. 

E,  O.  &  F.  H.  Merrill,  for  renewal  of  their 
license  to  mix,  store  and  keep  for  sale  the  pro- 
ducts of  petroleum  at  No.  42  Sudbury  street. 

Jenney  Manufacturing  Company,  for  license  to 
manufacture,  refine,  mix,  store  and  keep  for 
sale  products  of  petroleum  at  their  works  on 
First  street,  East  Boston,  also  to  store  and  keep 
for  sale  at  2  Central  wharf,  and  at  lot  on  Cen- 
tral wharf. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines,  etc.— 
Lorenzo  Richardson,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
boiler  of  six-horse  power  for  boiling  lobsters  at 
53,  54  Commercial  wharf. 

To  the  Committee  on  Seioers  (Aid.)— Mary 
Roan,  for  abatement  of  assessments  against  her 
estate  for  a  sewer  in  North  Beacon  street. 

George  T.  Andrew  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in 
cantinuation  of  the  present  sewer  in  Fairfax 
street,  about  200  feet. 

Christina  M.  Ward,  for  abatement  of  an  assess- 
ment against  her  estate  for  a  sewer  in  Brook- 
ford  street,  Roxbury. 

James  H.  Lee  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in  Fuller 
street,  between  Washington  street  and  Dorches- 
ter avenue.  Ward  24. 

Mary  C.  Hartford,  for  abatement  in  part,  of  a 
sewer  assessment  against  her  estate,  corner 
Roslinand  Harley  streets,  Dorchester. 

Albert  G.  Morse,  for  a  sewer  in  Washington 
street,  between  New  York  &  New  England  rail- 
road and  Grove  Hall. 

W.  S.  Phelps,  for  abatement  of  a  sewer  assess- 
ment against  his  estate  on  Bowdoin  avenue, 
Dorchester. 

To  the  Committee  on  Railroads,—  William 
Seaver  &  Son  and  others,  against  allowing  the 
Metropolitan  Railrod  Company  to  lay  the  third 
track  in  Tremont  street,  between  Sterling  and 
Ruggles  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims — Charles  A.  Hall, 
to  be  paid  balance  arising  from  tax  sale  of  estate 
on  Norfolk  street. 

James  Dechon,  to  be  refunded  the  amount  paid 
and  interest  thereon  for  tax  title  of  an  estate  on 
Harvard  street,  Ward  24. 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings— 
Company  L,  Sixth  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  for  an 
appropriation  of  $300  to  repair  and  furnish  the 
officers'  room  of  their  armory. 

Company  C,  First  Regiment.  M.  V.  M.,  for  an 
appropriation  of  $700  for  proper  repairs  in  their 
armory. 

To  the  Committee  on  Department  for  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings  (Aid.) — Asber  Ratshesky,  to 
construct  the  cellars  of  his  buildings,  at  156-160 
Merrimac  street,  3'^  feet  below  the  established 
grade. 

Benevolent  Fraternity  of  Churches,  to  be  al- 
lowed to  maintain  a  bracket  lamp  over  the  door 
of  their  chapel,  20  Parmenter  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving  (Aid.)— John 
Sweeney  and  others,  that  Magazine  street  be 
graded  between  Norfolk  avenue  and  East  Ches- 
ter Park. 

Jeremiah  Bradley,  for  a  license  to  sprinkle 
certain  streets  in  Dorchester. 

Edward  S.  Miles  and  others,  for  diagonal  flag- 
stone walk  from  Boylston  street  to  Huntington 
avenue. 

W.  R.  Cavanagh,  to  move  a  wooden  building 
from  Centre  avenue,  near  Centre  street,  to  Dor- 
chester avenue,  near  Centre  street. 

Stockinger  Bros,  and  others,  for  a  crosswalk 
from  277  to  286  Ruggles  street. 

F.  William  Bachler,  to  maintain  a  fruit  stand 
on  Franklin  avenue. 

E.  M.  McPherson,  for  brick  sidewalk  183,  185, 
187,  189  Havre  street,  East  Boston. 

J.  M.  Currier,  for  brick  sidewalk  No.  19  to  No.  27 
Purchase  street. 

Bay  Window  Petition. 

George  W.  Morris,  to  project  four  bay  windows 
from  building  Nos.  16  and  18  School  street.  Ward 
5. 

On  the  above  petition  an  order  of  notice  was 
passed  for  a  hearing  thereon  on  Monday,  April 
11,  at  4  o'clock  P.M. 
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BEQUESTS  FOE   APPEOPEIATIOy.S. 

The  following  was  received : 

Boston-  Water  Board  Office,  I 
April  4. 1887.     I 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council. 

As  stated  in  our  animal  report,  the  "Water 
Board  consider  it  wise  to  begin  the  construction 
of  an  additional  basin  on  the  Sudbury  system. 
and  they  respectfully  request  an  appropriation 
tnerefor. 

They  also  request  a  suitable  appropriation  to 
protect  the  purity  of  the  supply  by  contributions 
to  the  proposed  sewerage  systems  of  Marlboro 
and  Framinghara. 

They  further  desire  to  make  some  needed  im- 
provements at  Lake  Cochituate,  and  request  an 
appropriation  therefor. 

They  are  prepared  to  explain  in  detail  to  an 
appropriate  committee  the  considerations  upon 
which  they  base  their  requests; 
Very  respectfully. 

The  Boston  Water  Board, 
H.  T.  Rockwell,  Chairman. 

Aid.  Carroll — In  explanation  of  that  com- 
munication from  the  Water  Board  I  desire  to 
say  that  those  matters  require  a  very  large  ap- 
propriation of  money,  and  it  being  so  large,  it  is 
the  desire  of  the  Water  Board,  that  the  matter 
might  be  referred  to  a  special  committee  consist- 
ing of  the  Committee  on  Water  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  who  will  have  to  suggest  the 
means,  after  the  matter  has  been  heard,  and  in 
conformity  with  their  request  I  move  you,  sir, 
that  the  communication  be  referred  to  a  special 
committee  consisting  of  the  Committees  on 
Water  and  Finance. 

The  communication  was  referred  to  a  special 
committee  consisting  of  the  Committees  on  Wa- 
ter and  Finance.    Sent  down. 

papers  from  the  cosmos  couscn.. 

5.  Report  of  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  leave  to  withdraw,  on  petition  of 
Theophilus  I).  Ling  for  permission  to  buy  of  the 
city  a  passageway  leading  from  Church  street, 
between  2s"os.  85  and  87  on  said  street. 

Accepted  in  concurrence. 

6.  Order  that  the  superintendent  of  Health, 
with  the  approval  of  the  mayor,  be  authorized 
to  advertise  for  proposals,  and  to  enter  into  a 
contract  for  the  removal  of  house  offal  from 
Brighton  for  the  term  of  (£)  three  years  from 
May  1,  1887. 

Passed  in  Board  of  Aldermen,  March  28.  and 
sent  to  Common  Council  for  concurrence.  Comes 
back  with  the  indorsement  "Concurred  with  this 
amendment  at  (A).  Strike  out  'three'  and  insert 
■five.'  " 

The  Board  concurred  in  the  amendment. 

7.  Order,  That  a  joint  special  committee,  con- 
sisting of  the  president  of  the  Common  Counnil 
and  one  member  from  each  ward,  with  such  as 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  appointed 
to  consider  and  report  a  plan,  together  with  the 
expense  attending  the  same,  for  the  celebration 
of  the  4th  of  July :  and  the  Chair  appointed  the 
following  members  on  the  4th  of  July  Commit- 
tee on  the  part  of  the  Council :  Messrs.  Morrison 
of  W  ard  l.  Foss  of  Ward  2.  Gallagher  of  Ward  3. 
Coyle  of  Ward  4.  McKenna  of  Ward  5,  Mahonev 
of  Ward  6.  Whall  of  Ward  7,  Keliev  of  Ward  k 
Morison  of  "K  ard  9.  Fottler  of  Ward  10.  Blume  of 
Ward  11.  Desmond  of  Ward  12.  Leary  of  Ward 
13,  Powers  of  Ward  14.  Xunan  of  Ward  15.  Barrv 
and  Hayes  of  Ward  16.  O'Mealev  of  Ward  17. 
Frost  of  Ward  18.  J.  H.  Sullivan  of  Ward  19, 
Murphy  of  Ward  20.  Powers  of  Ward  21.  E.  Sulli- 
van of  Ward  22.  Burr  of  Ward  23.  Clark  of  Ward 
24,  and  Chamberlain  -of  Ward  25. 

Passed  in  concurrence,  and  on  motion  of  Aid. 
Carroll  it  was  voted  that  the  whole  Board  be 
appointed  on  that  committee,  and  that  the 
Chairman  of  the  Board  act  as  chairman  of  the 
committee. 

8.  Report  of  Committee  on  Ordinances,  and  or- 
dinance 'City  Doc.  50;  establishing  ward-rooms 
in  the  several  wards. 

Report  accepted,  ordinance  passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

CONFIRMATION     OF    EXECUTIVE    APPOLVTJIEyT. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  Board  proceed- 
ed to  act  on  the  nomination  of  His  Honor  the 
Mayor. 

9.  Richard  F.  Tobin,  to  be  Fire  Commissioner 
for  three  years,  from  the  first  Mondav  in  Mav, 
1887. 

Committee— Aid.  Lee  and  C.  W.  Smith.  Whole 


number  of  ballots  12;  yes  11,  no  X,  and  the  ap- 
pointment was  confirmed. 

A  QUESTION'  OF  PEIVILEGE. 

Aid,  Caeeoll— I  desire  at  this  time,  Mr.Chair 
man,  to  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege. 

The  Ctt a  TBMAy — Aid.  Carroll  has  the  floor  for 
a  question  of  i>rivilege. 

Aid.  Carroll— And,  Mr.  Chairman,  probably 
in  my  remarks  something  I  may  have  to  say 
may  be  construed  as  an  explanation.  For  my 
vote  here  today  I  have  no  apology  to  offer  to 
anybody.  For  my  vote  in  the  past,  in  this 
Board,  I  have  no  apology  to  offer  to  anybody, 
and  am  responsible  to  nobody  but  my  constitu- 
ents. But,  Mr.  Chairman  and  members  of  this 
Board,  it  must  be  apparent  to  you,  as  it  ha- 
to  me  for  a  considerable  time,  that  there  is  an 
attempt  made  t/v  some  of  the  newspapers  of 
Boston  to  characterize  me  and  paint  me  in  a 
very  bad,  unholy  shape  and  form,  and  to  distort 
facts  and  misrepresent  people.  To  that  I  would 
not  pay  much  attention,  as  far  as  it  would  apply- 
to  me  as  an  individuaL  But  I  have  feelings,  and 
I  have  some  sacred  ties  which  I  respect.  1  do 
not  like  to  see  the  innocent  suffer  for  those  that 
might  be  at  least  charged  with  being  guilty.  I 
could  forgive  even  that,  if  the  criticisms  came 
from  sources  that  would  command  respect  or 
ever  did  have  respect  in  the  communities  in 
which  they  live.  A  man's  character  is  best 
known  among  his  neighbors.  If  a  man  is  a  bad 
man  his  neighbors  know  it.  Many  a  character 
has  been  destroyed  by  a  mean,  contempti- 
ble penny-a-liner.  For  the  influence  of  the 
press  I  don't  care  one  iota:  and  whether  Mr. 
Carroll  can  be  elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  or  whether  he  can  be  elected  Mayor 
of  Boston,  some  of  the  press  which  have  been 
criticizing  his  acts  will  not,  in  my  opinion,  have 
much  influence  in  shaping  the  result,  either 
way.  The  time  has  not  been  long  past,  and  I 
am  not  too  young  to  remember,  when  some  of 
the  same  papers,  which  now  say  that  Mr.  Car- 
roil  cannot  be  elected,  said  that  Hugh  O'Brien 
could  not  be  elected  mayor.  The  same  preju- 
dice that  inspired  that  article  in  relation  to  3Lr. 
Carroll  still  exists  today,  but,  thank  God.  it  is 
fast  fading  away  in  this  enlightened  city  of  Bos- 
ton. Picking  up  a  paper  the  other  day  I  was 
pleased  to  be  told  in  an  article  that  I  had  writ- 
ten a  letter  to  a  gentleman  in  the  city  of  Boston, 
or  that  he  had  written  one  to  me,  telling  me 
that  1  should  withdraw  my  opposition  from  the 
contemplated  railroad  location  in  South  Boston 
to  Washington  street.  In  all  my  life  I  never  re- 
ceived from,  nor  ever  penned  a  letter  to,  that 
gentleman,  and  I  never  have  spoken  one  sylla- 
ble, nor  one  word  in  relation  to  this  particular 
line,  with  that  particular  gentleman.  That  is 
the  first  misrepresentation.  2sow,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, the  criticisms  I  am  receiving  are  com- 
ing from  about  this  source.  I  find  in 
one  paper,  which  has  been  sent  to  me 
today — and  the  man  who  is  editor  of  that  paper 
is  an  honorable  man;  he  would  not  say  or  do 
anything  that  was  wrong:  his  character  is  above 
blemish:  he  never  did  anything  wrong:  he  is 
simply  the  editor  or  the  reputed  editor  of  the 
South  Boston  Enquirer;  his  name  is  Floyd,  and 
with  the  kindness  of  charity  I  will  say  no  more 
of  him  and  will  suffer  it  to  go  at  that.  iNext  I 
am  told  in  the  Beacon,  in  a  column  and  a  half 
article,  that  there  is  a  big  fight  between  the 
mayor  and  Mr.  Carroll.  3Ir.  Chairman,  there  is 
no  fight  between  the  mayor  and  Mr.  Carroll,  and 
if  Mr.  Carroll  ever  has  any  reasons  to  have  a 
fight  with  the  mayor  of  Boston  the  mavor  will 
know  it,  and  he  will  not  have  to  be  told  so  by 
any  editor  in  Boston-  I  have  courage  enough 
to  stand  up  and  fight  for  my  opinions,  and  if  I 
am  the  victor  I  go  home  with  my  reward,  and  if 
I  am  defeated  I  come  up  ready  for  another  fight. 
That  is  my  way  of  doing  it.  Then,  Mr.  Chair- 
inan,  there  was  an  article  in  a  Charlestown 
paper,  which,  after  assailing  a  man's  character 
and  printing  a  lot  of  stuff  about  which  the 
writer  knows  nothing,  and  yet  does  not  have 
manhood  enough  to  paint  both  sides,  closes  as 
follows: 

"Of  course,  it  would  be  extremely  unjust  to 
Alderman  Carroll  to  assume  his  guilt  of  this 
offence," 

After  going  through  and  sending  to  the  world 
a  statement— but.  5lr.  Chairman,  what  can  a 
man  do?  There  is  the  paper :  what  can  you  do? 
It  is  hit,  and  then  sneak  away.  There  is  the 
danger  of  what  ought  to  be  a  virtue,  and  a  bless- 
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ing  in  the  community —the  freedom  of  the  press. 
There  is  where  the  danger  lies— in  the  freedom  of 
the  press.  Instead  of  a  blessing,  it  comes  home  to 
every  man  as  a  curse,  and  no  man's  character  is 
holy  enough  to  escape  its  attacks,  when  some  ly- 
ing cur,  under  the  disguise  of  a  newspaper-man, 
savs  that  which  he  dares  not  say  to  a  man's  face. 
I  make  no  exception  of  any  man  who  uses  his 
pen  and  puts  it  to  paper  in  the  city  of  Boston. 
He  writes  those  articles  of  me  and  will  not  he  man 
enough  to  say  to  any  face  one  quarter  of  what 
he  puts  in  the  paper,  under  the  guise  of  a  news- 
paper scribe.  I  have  repeatedly  said  I  would 
refrain  from  paying  any  attention  to  these 
attacks,  and  it  has  come  very  hard  with  me  to 
commence  this  reply  today.  But  I  want  it  dis- 
tinctly understood,  that  if  I  desire  to  be  a  bigger 
man  than  somebody  else  in  the  building,  and  if 
I  have  the  ability,  and  if  my  ambition  prompts 
me  to  aspire  to  anything,  I  have  always  adopted 
this  maxim  in  life:  a  thing  worth  having  is 
worth  making  an  effort  for.  And  anything  I 
want  in  the  shape  of  honor  from  my  people,  1 
am  willing  and  will  be  always  willing  to  go  be- 
fore them  and  let  them  decide  whether  I  shall 
receive  it  or  not. 

constable's  bond. 

The  bond  of  Robert  Maguire,  constable,  being 
presented,  duly  certified,  was  approved  by  the 
Board. 

REPORTS  OF  CITY   OFFICERS. 

Quarterly  reports  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
Public  Institutions.    Sent  down. 

Monthly  statement  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment (City  Doc.  GO).    Sent  down. 

Auditor's  monthly  exhibit  (City  Doc.  61).  Sent 
clown. 

SEWER  ASSESSMENTS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  schedules  from  the  super- 
intendent of  sewers,  showing  the  cost  of  con- 
struction of  common  sewers  in  Willard  street, 
Tremont  street,  between  Cunard  and  Cabot 
streets,  Devonshire  street.  Cornwall  street,Chel- 
sea  street,  Rockland  street,  and  Walnut  avenue, 
Western  avenue,  Market  street,  Waverley  street. 
Lincoln  street,  and  private  land,  with  orders 
that  the  persons  named  in  the  within  schedules 
be  and  they  hereby  are  charged  and  assessed 
with  the  sums  therein  set  to  their  respective 
names,  as  their  proportional  part  of  the  expense 
of  the  construction  thereof. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers  (Aid.) 

SALARIES  OF  DRAW  TENDERS. 

Aid.  Sullivan  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Bridges,  upon  the  order  request- 
ing said  committee  to  consider  what  changes,  if 
any,  are  necessary  in  the  salaries  of  draw- 
tenders  or  their  assistants— That  no  further 
action  is  necessary. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND   ORDERS. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving  (Aid.): 

Reports  and  orders  that  leave  be  granted,  on 
the  usual  condition,  as  follows: 

Frank  S.,  Mary  A.,  Annie  J.,  Edward  E.  and 
Mary  L.  Pecker,  heirs  of  Seth  J.  Pecker,  owners 
of  the  estate  on  North  Centre  street  in  the  rear 
65  and  67  Blackstone  street,  to  construct  and 
maintain  a  pipe  under  and  across  said  street, 
for  the  purpose  of  conveying  steam  for  heat- 
ing. 

George  Fera,  the  owner  of  estate  numbered  39 
Mason  street,  to  construct  and  maintain  an  ex- 
cavation for  a  coal  hole  in  the  sidewalk  in  front 
of  his  said  estate. 

Frank  Ferdinand,  the  owner  of  estate  num- 
bered 11  and  13  on  Warren  street,  Ward  21,  to 
construct  and  maintain  two  coal  holes  in  the 
sidewalk  in  front  of  his  said  estate. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Ordered,  I  That  the  edgestone  assessment, 
amounting  to  $63.21,  levied  Feb.  15,1886,  against 
the  estate  of  Joanna  E.  Gorman  on  Batcholder, 
corner  Cottage  streets,  be  and  the  same  is  here- 
bv  abated. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

ELECTRIC  WIRES. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Electric  Wires,  recommending 
the  passage  of  the  following  orders : 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Brush  Electric  Lighting  Company  to  erect  two 


poles  for  the  support  of  wires  in  the  following- 
named  streets,  in  Boston,  at  points  designated 
by  red  dots  on  a  plan  made  by  M.  W.  Fitzsim- 
mons,  dated  March  7,  1887,;and  deposited  in  the 
office  of  the  superintendent  of  streets,  viz. : 

Lincoln  street,  between  Beach  and  Kneeland 
streets,  two  poles. 

(Appended  to  the  order  were  the  usual  printed 
conditions.) 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  to  attach  two 
braces  to  two  poles  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
Telegraph  Company  upon  which  the  fire-alarm 
telegraph  wires  are  supported,  situated  on  Mt 
Washington-avenue  bridge,  as  shown  on  a  plan 
made  by  Irwin  C.  Cromak,  dated  March  21,  1887. 
and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  superinten- 
dent of  streets. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

FOWLS  KILLED  BY  DOGS. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Police  (Aid.)  recommending  the 
passage  of  orders  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Isaac  Pratt,  Jr.,  as  compensation  for  the  loss  of 
fowls  killed  by  dogs,  the  sum  of  $20.25,  to  be 
paid  from  the  income  from  dog  licenses. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  S. 
A.  Randall,  as  compensation  for  the  loss  of  fowls 
killed  by  dogs,  the  sum  of  $11.25,  to  be  paid  from 
the  income  from  dog;  licenses. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Robert  Cook,  as  compensation  for  the  loss  of  his 
fowls  killed  by  dogs,  the  sum  of  $0.50,  to  be  paid 
from  the  income  from  dog  licenses. 

Ordered.  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Thomas  W.  Seaverns,  as  compensation  for  the 
loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs,  the  sum  of  $8.25,  to 
be  paid  from  the  income  from  dog  licenses. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Charles  F.  Curtis,  as  compensation  for  the  loss 
of  fowls  killed  by  dogs,  the  sum  of  $13,  to  be 
paid  from  the  income  from  dog  licenses. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Charles  Witt,  as  compensation  for  the  loss  of 
fowls  killed  by  dogs,  Jan.  5,  1887,  the  sum  of 
$17.25,  to  be  paid  from  the  income  from  dog 
licenses. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Mrs.  J.  F.  Colgan,  as  compensation  for  the  loss 
of  fowls  killed  by  dogs,  the  sum  of  $13,  to  be 
paid  from  the  income  from  dog  licenses. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Ellen  E.  Clark,  as  compensation  for  the  loss  of 
fowls,  killed  by  dogs,  the  sum  of  $20,  to  be  paid 
from  the  income  from  dog  licenses. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Jeremiah  Callahan,  as  compensation  for  the  loss 
of  fowls,  killed  by  dogs,  Jan.  17,  1887,  the  sum  of 
$9.25,  to  .be  paid  from  the  income  from  dog  li- 
censes. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  severally  passed  un- 
der suspension  of  the  rule. 

Also  reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw 
upon  the  following  petitions: 

F.  R.  Xevtfns,  to  be  compensated  for  the  loss 
of  fowls  killed  bv  dogs. 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Richardson,  to  be  compensated  for 
the  loss  of  a  fowl  killed  by  a  dog. 

Reports  severally  accepted. 

INDEXES  OF  COURT  DOCKETS. 

Aid.  Carroll  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  County  Accounts,  on  the  petition 
of  the  clerk  of  the  Superior  Court,  civil  session, 
for  an  appropriation  for  copying  the  indexes  to 
the  dockets  in  said  court— Recommending  the 
passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  for 
re-copying  the  torn  indexes  to  the  dockets  in 
the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  Superior  Court, 
civil  session,  the  sum  of  $400,  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  county  of 
Suffolk. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

CLERK  HIRE  IN   THE  COURTS. 

Aid.  Carroll,  from  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  presented  requisitions  for  clerk  hire 
in  the  courts  as  follows: 

Supreme  .1  udicial  Court $lGt>  00 

Superior  Civil  Court 441  04 

Total #606  04 

Approved  and  ordered  paid. 


APRIL     4,     1887. 
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PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Aid.  Carroll  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Lands: 

.Report  on  the  petition  of  Luther  Pollard,  for  a 
reconveyance  to  him  of  the  estate  87  Church 
street,  formerly  belonging  to  him  and  taken 
from  him  by  the  city  under  the  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature providing  for  the  improvement  of  the 
Church-street  district,  so  called— Recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  the  following  order : 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be,  and 
he  herebvis,  authorized,  in  the  name  and  behalf 
of  the  city,  to  execute  and  deliver  to  Luther 
Pollard,  for  a  nominal  consideration,  a  quit- 
claim deed  of  estate  numbered  87  Church 
street,  upon  said  Pollard  giving  the  city  a  re- 
lease of  all  claims  by  reason  of  or  in  any  way 
growing  out  of  the  taking  of  land  from  him  un- 
der the  "Church-street  act,"  so  called. 

The  Joint  Standing  Committtee  on  Public 
Lands,  respectfully  report  upon  the  accompa- 
nying communication  from  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners,  asking  for  authority  to  convey 
to  certain  petitioners  a  strip  of  land  between 
two  estates  on  Kirkland  street  vested  in  the 
city  by  what  appears  to  have  been  a  mistake 
made  at  the  time  of  the  reconveyance  to  the 
various  owners  of  the  property  taken  by  the 
city  on  the  Suffolk-street  district— Recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized  to 
convey,  subject  to  the  mayor's  approval,  for  a 
nominal  consideration,  to  the  widows'  and 
orphans'  fund  of  Trinity  Church,  a  strip  of  land 
containing  about  11  square  feet  belonging  to  the 
City  of  Boston  on  Kirkland  street  and  situated 
between  an  estate  of  said  widows'  and  orphans' 
fund  of  Trinity  Church  and  an  estate  now  or 
formerly  owned  by  George  Paul  om  said  Kirk- 
land street. 

Reports  severally  accepted,  orders  passed 
under  suspension  of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

Release  of  Lot.- 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Nathan  Matthews, 
for  a  release  of  whatever  interest  the  city  may 
have,  if  any,  in  a  certain  Reserved  Lot,  so  called, 
to  the  west  of  West  Chester  Park  and  south  of 
Boylston  street— Recommending  the  passage  of 
the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized,  in  the  name  and  behalf 
of  the  city,  to  release,  for  a  nominal  considera- 
tion, unto  Nathan  Matthews,  all  its  rights,  title 
and  interest  in  the  lot  situated  between  West 
Chester  Park  and  Parker  street  and  south  of 
Boylston  street  extended,  and  marked  "Re- 
served" upon  the  plan  referred  to  in  the  tripar- 
tite agreement  dated  Dec.  31,  1864,  and  recorded 
with  Suffolk  deeds,  book  854,  page  241. 

Aid.  Allen — I  would  like  an  explanation  in 
regard  to  the  order  for  a  release  to  Nathan 
Matthews. 

Aid.  Carroll— It  was  draw  un  under  the  ad- 
vice of  the  corporation  counsel  and  the  city  con- 
veyancer, and  that  is  all  I  know  about  it.  It  has 
been  before  the  committee  quite  a  while.  I  be- 
lieve that  in  the  buying  of  the  land  originally 
there  was  just  a  little  piece  reserved,  which  a 
man  thought  was  his  and  bought  it  as  his,  and 
as  a  matter  of  fact  it  was  his.  hut  was  not  prop- 
erly conveyed,  and  it  had  to  be  fixed  up  by  the 
conveyancer  so  as  to  give  him  a  title  to  it.  That 
is  all  there  is  to  it. 

Report  accepted  ;  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

Dean  School. 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  respectfully  report  no  action  necessary  on 
the  accompanying  petitions  of  the  Willard  and 
Marion  Associates,  and  of  the  St.  Joseph's  Young 
Men's  Association  (referred  by  the  Common 
Council  Feb.  11,  1887)  for  a  lease  of  the  disused 
schoolhouse  on  Wall  street,  known  as  the  "Dean 
School,"  as  the  estate  in  question  has,  by  order 
of  the  City  Council,  been  transferred  to  the  cus- 
tody of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners. 

Report  accepted.    Sent  down. 

STEAM  ENGINES. 

Aid.  Haynes  submitted  reportsfrom  the  Com- 
mittee on  Steam  Engines,  recommending  that 
licenses  be  granted  as  follows : 

Charles  F.  Shourds  &  Co.,  to  erect  and  use  a 
stationary  steam  engine  of  two-horse  power,  at 
58  Elm  street,  Ward  7. 


H.  &  R.  Atwood,  to  erect  and  use  a  steam  boil- 
er of  eight-horse  power,  for  boiling  lobsters,  at 
14G-148  Atlantic  avenue. 

Walworth  Manufacturing  Company,  to  erect 
and  use  a  steam  boiler  of  72-horse  power,  in 
basement  of  building  Nos.  31-35  Hawley  street. 

Reports  accepted,  and  it  was  voted  that  leave 
be  granted  on  the  usual  conditions. 


Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Claims: 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
the  following  petitions: 

Thomas  Daley,  for  compensation  for  alleged 
personal  injuries  caused  by  falling  on  the  side- 
walk in  front  of  1420  Tremont  street. 

James  H.  Stark,  to  be  allowed  to  purchase  cer- 
tain land  in  Brighton,  held  by  the  city  for  non- 
payment of  taxes. 

Peter  J.  Hughes,  for  compensation  for  extra 
labor  performed  and  materials  furnished  in  the 
performance  of  his  contract  for  painting  the 
new  engine-house  on  Boylston  street. 

Katie  Callahan,  for  compensation  for  alleged 
injuries  received  by  falling  on  the  sidewalk  No. 
119  N  street.  South  Boston,  March  7,  1885. 

Pierce  Quirk,for  compensation  for  damages  to 
his  estate  on  Parsons  street,  Brighton,  on  ac- 
count of  the  maimer  in  which  the  sewer  in  said 
street  was  constructed. 

Edward  Farrell,  to  be  compensated  for  dam- 
ages to  his  property  on  account  of  the  overflow 
of  the  sewer  in  Ward  street,  Feb.  17.  1887. 

James  A.  King,  for  compensation  for  damages 
to  his  sleigh  and  injuries  to  his  horse,  caused  by 
an  aliegeddefeet  in  the  highway. 

William  C.  Day,  for  compensation  for  personal 
injuries  received  Jan.  18,  1887,  by  reason  of  an 
alleged  delect  in  the  sidewalk  at  72  Green 
street. 

Reports  severally  accepted.    Sent  down. 

Also  a  report  recommending  reference  of  the 
petition  of  John  O.  Shaw  and  others,  to  be  com- 
pensated for  damages  to  their  property  on  ac- 
count of  the  raising  of  Beacon  street,  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving. 

Accepted  and  referred  accordingly. 

Refund  of  Liquor  License. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Mary  McMahon  for 
refund  of  the  fee  paid  to  the  city  by  her  son 
John,  for  a  liquor  license,  which  became  void  by 
reason  of  his  death — Recommending  the  passage 
of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Mary  McMahon  the  sum  of  $75.  on  account  of  a 
fee  paid  to  the  city  by  her  son  John,  for  a  liquor 
license  which  became  void  by  reason  of  his 
death ;  said  sum  to  be  paid  from  the  income 
from  liquor  licenses. 

Report  accepted.  The  order  was  read  a  second 
time  under  suspension  of  the  rule,  and  the  ques- 
tion came  on  its  passage. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— 1  would  like  to  inquire  of 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Claims  if  he 
has  not  reported  leave  to  withdraw  on  several 
claims  of  that  kind? 

Aid.  Lee— We  have  never  had  a  claim  of  that 
kind  reported  to  this  body  recommending  leave 
to  withdraw.  There  have  been  claims  for  the 
refunding  of  liquor  licenses  upon  which  the 
petitioners  have  l>een  given  leave  to  withdraw. 
But  this  is  one  of  those  cases  in  which,  acting 
under  the  opinion  of  the  corporation  counsel,  the 
committee  felt  justified  that  a  certain  part  of 
the  amount  paid  by  the  petitioner  should  be  re- 
funded, the  license  having  been  granted  and 
not  issued.  The  corporation  counsel  states  that 
where  a  license  is  granted  and  not  issued,  the 
city  must  refund  the  money.  The  committee 
considered  that  this  party  having  gone  on  and 
done  business  for  three  months  should  have  the 
benefit  of  the  license  for  that  time,  but  should 
get  back  the  balance  of  the  amount  paid  to  the 
city.  In  the  other  cases  upon  which  leave  was 
granted  to  withdraw,  the  parties  had  had  the 
license  granted  and  issued  to  them. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

ENCLOSURE  IN  CITY  SQUARE. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common  on  the  order  (referred  by  the 
Common  Council)  for  the  superintendent  of 
Common  to  re-locate  the  fence  surrounding  the 
enclosure  in  City  square,  Charlestown,— That 
the  order  ought  not  to  pass. 

Accepted. 
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STABLES. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health  (Aid.),  recommending-  that 
leave  be  granted  on  the  visual  conditions  to  oc- 
cupy stables  as  follows: 

Albert  H.  Steams,  a  new  wooden  building  for 
three  horses  on  Beaumont  street,  off  Adams 
street,  Ward  24. 

American  Express  Company,  a  proposed  brick 
building  for  300  horses  on  Congress  street  (west 
side),  near  A  street.  Ward  13. 

John  Morley,  a  new  wooden  building  for  two 
horses  on  Dorset  street,  near  Dorchester  avenue. 
Ward  15. 

HafTenreffer  &  Co.,  a  new  brick  building  for 
30  horses  on  Germania  street,  near  Bismarck 
street,  Ward  23. 

Patrick  Norton,  president  Boston  Catholic 
Cemetery  Association,  a  new  wooden  building 
for  six  horses  on  Mt.  Hope  avenue,  near  Can- 
terbury street.  Ward  23. 

William  Peard,  a  new  wooden  building  for 
four  horses  on  Seventh  street,  Ward  13. 

Thomas  F.  Seanlan.  a  new  wooden  building 
for  eight  horses  on  Howard  street,  Highlands, 
Ward  20. 

William  Keilar,  a  proposed  wi  oden  building 
for  two  horses  on  AVestville  street,  near  Geneva 
avenue,  Ward  24. 

Reports  accepted,  and  it  was  voted  that  leave 
be  granted  on  the  usual  conditions. 

Also  a  report  recommending  that  the  peti- 
tioner have  leave  to  withdraw  upon  the  follow- 
ing petition: 

Charles  L.  Davenport,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  building  for  13  horses  on  corner  Med- 
ford  and  Stone  streets,  Ward  3. 

Accepted. 

INCOME  OF  CITY. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  on  the  ordinance  (referred 
by  the  Common  Council)  to  amend  Chapter  ir>. 
Section  9,  Revised  Ordinances  of  1885,  in  relation 
to  certain  income  of  the  city— That  the  ordinance 
ought  to  pass.  The  ordinance  lias  been  trans- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  and  the 
form  thereof  approved  by  them,  in  compliance 
with  the  requirements  of  the  joint  rules. 

Report  accepted,  and  said  ordinance  passed, 
under  suspension  of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

NEW  COURT  HOUSE. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
communication  from  the  Court  House  Commis- 
sioners, transmitted  by  His  Honor  the  Mayor, 
relative  to  issuing  bonds  for  a  loan  to  the  amount 
of  .?800,ooo,  for  the  erection  of  a  newConrt  House 
— Recommending  the  passage  of  the  Following 
order  : 

Ordered,  That  the  city  treasurer  be  hereby 
authorized  to  borrow  the  sum  of  $800,000,  for  a 
term  of  not  less  than  30  nor  more  than  50  years, 
and  at  a  rate  of  interest  not  exceeding  I  bice  and 
one  half  per  cent,  the  certificates  of  indebted- 
ness to  be  known  as  the  "Suffolk  Comity  Court 
House  Loan;"  said  sum  to  be  appropriated  and 
expended  for  the  purposes  set  forth  in  Chapter 
101  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1887. 

Report  accepted.  I  be  order  was  read  a  second 
time,  under  suspension  of  flic  rule,  and  the  ques- 
tion came  on  its  passage. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— Is  this  loan  to  be  issued  so 
that  a  proportional  part  of  it  shall  be  paid  each 
year? 

The  Chairman— The  ordinance  provides  thai 
a  certain  percentage  of  it  shall  lie  raised  by  tax- 
ation each  year. 

Older  passed.    Sent  down. 

INSPECTION   OF   BUILDINGS. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Inspection  of  Buildings  (Aid.)  as 
follows: 

Report  recommending  that  leave  be  granted 
Mary  A.  Bisbee  and  others  to  project  a  bay  win- 
dow from  buildingon  Staniford  street  extension. 

Report  accepted,  and  it  was  voted  that  leave 
be  granted  on  the  usual  conditions. 

Report  recommending  that  the  petitioner  have 
leave  to  withdraw  upon  the  following  petition: 

R.  H.  Smith,  for  leave  to  project  an  umbrella 
sign  in  front  of  No.  2  Chardon  street. 

Report  accepted. 

ARMORIES. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  the  following 
from  the  superintendent  of  public  buildings: 


Boston,  April  4,  1887. 

The  superintendent  of  public  buildings,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  within  petition, 
namely : 

From  Company  A,  Ninth  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.s 
for  an  appropriation  of  $300  for  furnishing  and 
altering  their  armory,  begs  leave  to  report: 

That  estimates  have  been  made  of  the  work 
required  which  will  fully  equal  the  amount 
asked  for  by  the  petitioners.  1  would  respect- 
fully ask  that  the  amount  be  allowed  in  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  order. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

James  C.  Tucker, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Company  A,  Ninth  Regiment,  the  sum  of  three 
hundred  dollars  ($300),  the  same  being  for  fur- 
nishing and  alterations  of  said  armory.  The 
expense  therefor  to  be  charged  to  the  appropri- 
ation for  armories  and  spent  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  superintendent  of  pubiic  build- 
ings. 

The  report  was  accepted,  the  order  read  twice, 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  and  put  upon  its 
passage : 

Aid.  Lee— It  seems  to  me  an  explanation 
should  be  given  why  these  orders  come  in  here 
allowing  outside  parties  to  spend  this  money.  It 
seems  to  me  the  money  should  be  expended  by 
the  head  of  the  department,  and  to  allow  it  to 
be  spent  by  the  captain  of  the  company  is  all 
wrong.  As  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Ar- 
mories, lam  unable  to  give  any  explanation 
why  'tis  so.  But  it  seems  to  me  it  is  due  to  the 
Board  to  have  an  explanation. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— At  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Board  I  put  in  an  order  similar  to  that,  and  was 
told  by  the  superintendent  of  public  buildings, 
or  his  representative,  that  the  money  was  to  be 
spent  under  the  direction  of  that  department. 
Ibis  order  is  drawn  in  the  same  way,  and  I  sup- 
pose this  money  is  to  be  spent  in  the  same  way. 
Before  introducing  this  order.I  had  a  report  from 
the  superintendent  of  public  buildings.  I  agree 
with  my  colleague  that  this  money  should  be 
spent  under  the  supervision  of  the  superintend- 
ent of  public  buildings.  If  that  is  not  the  intent 
of  the  order,  I  wish  it  to  be  understood ;  and  un- 
less it  can  be  amended  now  1  would  move  to  re- 
fer it  to  the  Committee  on  Armories. 

The  Chairman— It  can  be  amended  new. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— 1  move  to  strike  .out  "that 
there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Company  A,  Ninth 
Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,"  and  insert  "that  the  same 
be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  superin- 
tendent of  public  buildings." 

Aid.  McLauc.hlin— I  cannot  see  the  necessity 
of  amending  that  order  after  allowing  other 
similar  orders  to  be  passed  here.  We  have  had 
confidence  enough  in  the  superintendent  of 
public  buildings  to  pass  them  m  the  form  in 
which  this  order  is  drawn,  and  I  think  we  ought 
to  do  the  same  here.  1  do  not  consider  that  the 
money  will  be  spent,  foolishly.  I  know  what  is 
called  for.  It  is  merely  to  finish  up  work  that 
was  commenced  last  year  and  which  had  not 
been  done  properly.  '1  he  superintendent  visited 
the  place  and  estimated  that  the  cost  of  fixing 
up  the  armory  in  proper  shape  would  be  $300.  I 
I  do  not  know  why  we  should  do  any  different 
with  this  order  from  what  we  have  done  on  pre- 
vious orders,  and  for  that  reason  1  hope  the 
amendment  will  not  prevail. 

Aid.  Lek— I  am  pleased  to  know  that  there  is 
one  member  of  the  Committee  on  Armories 
who  knows  that  the  necessity  exists  for  making 
these  repairs.  But  it  seems  to  me,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, that  the  only  safe  way  for  us  to  pursue  is 
to  have  somebody  directly  responsible  for  the 
expenditure  of  this  money.  If  this  Board  has 
passed  orders  which  have  been  wrong  in  their 
form  it  seems  to  me  the  time  has  come  when  we 
should  rectify  them.  I  remember  a  few  weeks 
ago  an  order  passing  this  Board  to  pay  Captain 
( 'arstensen  or  East  Boston  $1500,  he  at  the  same 
time  being  a  member  of  the  Common  Council. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  time  has  come  when  a 
stop  should  he  put  to  reports  and   orders  of  this 

character  coming  in  here,  and  that  the  superin- 
tendent of  public  buildings  or  some  other  head 
of  a  department  should  be  held  strictly  respon- 
sible for  the  expenditure  of  this  money.  I  trust 
the  amendment  will  prevail,  and  that  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Armories  will  here- 
after see  that  when  the  superintendent  of  public 
buildings  sends  in  orders  for  repairs  on  armories 
they  will  be  in  proper  form. 
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By  request  of  Aid.  McLaughlin  the  chairman 
read  the  order  as  offered. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— I  am  satisfied  that  no 
money  ought  to  be  paid  to  any  company. 

The  Chairman— I  would  say  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  alderman  that  Aid.  Smith  has  moved 
to  strike  out  "that  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Company  A,  Ninth  Regiment,"  and  add  "that 
said  sum  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
superintendent  of  public  buildings." 

Aid.  McLaughlin— I  was  glad  the  alderman 
drew  my  attention  to  the  order  passed  some 
time  ago,  because  there  was  a  great  deal  of  com- 
ment upon  the  fact  that  such  a  sum  of  money 
was  paid  into  the  hands  of  a  man  not  a  head  of 
a  department,  but  merely  the  captain  of  a  com- 
pany. I  supposed  that  this  order  provided  that 
the  superintendent  of  public  buildings  should 
have  full  power  to  spend  that  money  himself  or 
by  his  agent,  and  that  was  my  only  reason  for 
desiring  to  see  the  amendment  defeated. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  want  to  say  in  defence  of 
the  order  offered  a  few  weeks  ago,  that  when  it 
was  handed  to  me  by  the  superintendent  of 
public  buildings  I  protested  vigorously  against 
offering  it  in  that  form.  He  assured  me  that 
the  order  was  all  right;  that  he  had  examined 
all  the  items  asked  for  by  Captain  Carstensen, 
and  that  they  were  all  fair,  the  prices  were  rea- 
sonable, and  that  the  things  were  all  needed, 
I  sent  the  order  back  to  him,  refusing  to  offer 
it  until  he  had  given  me  a  statement  in  writing, 
which  he  did,  and  which  accompanied  the  order 
when  offered.  I  did  not  have  it  in  mind  at 
the  time  that  Captain  Carstensen  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  city  government.  If  the  money  was 
illegally  paid  to  him  that  is  a  matter  for  the 
auditor  and  treasurer.  The  Committee  on  Ar- 
mories have  nothing  to  do  with  the  expendi- 
ture of  this  money.  They  are  entirely  figure- 
heads. The  monev  is  all  snent  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  superintendent  of  public  buildings. 
That  was  the  first  order  of  the  kind,  and  I  re- 
fused to  put  it  in  until  it  was  accompanied  by  a 
statement  from  the  superintendent  of  public 
buildings.  This  order  which  has  been  put  in 
today  was  accompanied  by  a  petition  from  the 
company,  and  I  asked  the  superintendent  to 
take  it  back  and  put  in  a  statement  in  a  proper 
wav.  I  supposed  the  money  couldn't  be  spent 
except  under  the  direction  of  the  superinten- 
dent of  public  buildings,  as  that  appropriation 
is  in  his  hands.  So  far  as  the  Committee  on  Ar- 
mories is  concerned,  they  are  entirely  innocent 
in  offering  those  orders.  The  orders  are  not  re- 
ferred to  the  committee,  and  the  committee  are 
not  responsible  for  them.  I  simply  offer  them 
as  a  go-between  the  superintendent  of  public 
buildings  and  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  If  there 
is  any  responsibility  for  them,  it  is  between  the 
superintendent  of  public  buildings  and  the 
auditor  and  treasurer. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order 
passed  as  amended. 

SEWALL   &  DAY  CORDAGE  COMPANY. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving  (Aid.): 

The  Committee  on  Paving,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  the  Sewall  &  Day  Cordage 
Company,  for  permission  to  locate  tracks  for  a 
freight  railroad  across  Lincoln  street,  Brighton, 
having  considered  the  sub.iect,  respectfully 
recommend  the  ^passage  of  the  following  or- 
der: 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  hereby  granted 
to  the  Sewall  &  Day  Cordage  Company  to  lay 
down  tracks  of  a  railroad  for  private  use,  in  the 
transportation  of  freight,  across  Lincoln  street, 
Brighton,  at  grade,  said  tracks  to  connect  with 
the  tracks  of  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad 
Company,  as  shown  by  red  lines  on  a  plan  made 
by  Walter  Shepard,  dated  December,  1886,  ana 
deposited  in  the  office  of  the  superintendent  of 
streets,  and  that  the  use  of  steam  power  be  al- 
lowed upon  such  tracks. 

The  right  to  lay  down  the  tracks  located  bv 
this  order  is  upon  condition  that  the  whole  work 
of  laying  the  same,  the  form  of  rail  to  be  used 
and  the  kind  ami  quality  of  material  used  in 
paving  said  tracks,  shall  be  under  the  direction 
and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  superintendent  of 
streets,  and  shall  be  approved  by  him.  Also 
upon  condition  that  said  Sewall  &  Day  Cordage 
Company  shall  accept  this  order  of  location,  and 
shall  agree,  in  writing,  to  comply  with  the  con- 
ditions herein  contained,  and  shall  file  said 
acceptance  and  agreement  with  the  city  clerk 


within  30  days  from  the  passage  of  this  order; 
otherwise  it  shall  be  null  and  void. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  read 
twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  and  put 
upon  its  passage. 

Aid.  Carroll — I  desire  to  know  if  the  Com- 
mittee on  Railroads  have  anything  to  do  with 
that  order?  Does  it  come  within  their  province 
to  consider  ? 

The  Chairman— It  is  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Committee  on  Paving.  It  is  a  steam  railroad 
location. 

Aid.  Lee— I  would  like  to  inquire  if  there  is 
any  provision  made  for  the  protection  of  the 
public  by  gates,  if  that  location  is  granted. 

The  Chairman— There  is  no  such  provision  in 
the  order. 

Aid.  Lee— I  withdraw  my  objection  and  will 
put  in  an  order  later  on. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— There  is  a  provision  made 
for  the  protection  of  the  public  by  a  flagman  be- 
ing retained  to  go  in  front  of  the  train.  A  train 
would  not  pass  there  oftener  than  once  a  day. 
And  there  would  be  only  a  car  or  two.  The  ob- 
ject is  to  enable  the  company  to  switch  a  car 
into  these  works  for  freight  purposes.  In  front 
of  that  car  a  flagman  would  pass,  and  it  does  not 
seem  that  the  safety  of  the  public  would  require 
that  gates  should  be  erected  there.  I  do  not 
think  it  is  usual  to  require  gates  at  locations  of 
this  kind  in  the  city.  If  gates  were  thought  to 
be  necessary  the  Railroad  Commissioners  would 
attend  to  that  as  they  do  at  the  grade  crossing's. 
I  understand  from  the  Railroad  Commissioners, 
that  the  tracks  shall  cross  at  grade,  and  if  they' 
see  that  any  extra  precautions  are  necessary  for 
the  protection  of  the  public  they  will  attend  to 
them  also. 

Aid.  Lee— If  I  remember  aright  many  orders 
have  passed  through  this  Board  directing  cer-. 
tain  steam  railroad  corporations  to  erect  gates 
at  certain  points.  Now  the  alderman  on  my 
right  claims  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  any 
gates  at  this  point.  And  that  a  man  with  a  flag 
going  ahead  of  the  train,  will  be  sufficient.  I 
know  that  on  the  very  street  where  this  grade 
crossing  is  established,  from  300  to  350  school 
children  pass  along  the  line  of  that  street  two  or 
three  or  four  times  a  day.  If  their  lives  are  not 
worth  anything,  then  there  is  no  necessity  for 
gates.  I  will 'now  ask  that  the  order  be  laid  on 
the  table  until  such  time  as  I  can  prepare  an 
amendment  for  gates  at  that  crossing. 

The  order  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Later  in  the  session  the  order  was  taken  from 
the  table,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Lee,  who  offered 
the  following  amendment: 

"Also  upon  condition  that  said  Sewall  Day 
Cordage  Company  shall  cause  suitable  gates  to 
be  erected  at  said  crossing,  and  station  a  flag- 
man at  said  crossing  during  the  passage  of 
trains." 

The  amendment  was  adopted  and  the  order 
passed  as  amended. 

BOSTON  HEATING  COMPANY. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Bromwich,  the  message  of 
His  Honor  the  Mayor,  vetoing  the  order  grant- 
ing permission  to  the  Boston  Heating  Company 
to  lay  pipes  in  certain  streets,  was  taken  from 
the  table. 

It  was  voted  to  reconsider. 

The  order  was  passed,  the  veto  of  the  mayor 
to  the  contrary,  notwithstanding:  yeas  12. 
nays  0. 

SEWERS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Sewers  (Aid.): 

Preambles  and  orders  for  the  construction  of 
common  sewers,  as  follows : 

In  Jamaica  street. 

In  Saratoga,  between  Prescott  and  Shirley 
streets. 

In  Harvard  and  Kilton  streets. 

In  Walker  street,  between  Wall  and  Russell 
streets. 

Orders  severally  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 

Ordered,  That  the  sewer  assessments  against 
the  estates  of  Franklin  Haven  and  others,  trus- 
tees, on  "passageway  between  Cumberland 
street,  West  Chester  Park,  St.  Botolph  street, 
and  location  of  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad 
Company,"  amounting  to  $586.73,  be  and  hereby 
are  abated  and  the  same  amount  reassessed  upon 
the  estates  and  persons  named  in  the  schedule 
hereto  annexed. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 
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Ordered,  Tliat  the  sewer  assessment  against 
the  estate  of  Edward  F.  F.  Baxter,  on  the  south 
side  of  Washington  street,  Brighton,  amounting 
to  $57.51,  be  and  herehy  is  abated,  and  the  same 
amount  reassessed  to  Horace  W.  Baxter,  owner 
of  said  estate. 

Ordered,  That  the  sewer  assessment  against 
the  estate  of  Roswell  and  E.  Gleason,  on  west 
side  of  Washington  street,  between  Bowdoin 
and  Eldon  streets,  amounting  to  $  15.98,  be  and 
hereby  is  abated,  and  the  same  amount  re- 
assessed to  Reuben  and  Edward  F.  Gleason, 
owners  of  said  estate. 

Ordered,  That  the  sewer  assessment  against 
the  estate  of  Joseph  S.  Hyde,  on  Westville 
street,  amounting  to  $391.19,  be  and  hereby  is 
abated,  and  the  same  reassessed  as  follows: 

Joseph  IS.  Hj'de S333  47 

M.H.Walsh 57  72 

Orders  passed,  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

DRAINAGE  OF  FANEUIL-HALL  MARKET. 

Aid.  Lek  offered  an  order— That  a  sum  suffi- 
cient be  added  to  the  appropriation  bill  for  1887 
and  1888.  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  drain- 
age of  Faneuil-hall  Market. 

Passed,  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

SAFEGUARDS  AT  GRADE  CROSSINGS. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  an  order — That  the  Commit- 
tee on  Paving  consider  and  report  what  addi- 
tional safeguards  are  necessary  for  the  protec- 
tion of  life  and  property  at  the  various  grade 
crossings  of  the  Boston  &  Providence  railroad  in 
AVard  23. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

BRIDGES. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  be  requested  to  con- 
sider and  report  what  changes  are  necessary  in 
Chapter  45  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1885. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

LAND   DAMAGES. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  orders  to  pay,  on  the 
usual  conditions,  for  land  taken  and  all  damages 
occasioned  by  the  laying  out  of  Sackville 
(formerly  AVebster)  street,  at  Charlestown,  and 
by  grading  said  street  to  the  grade  established 
therefor,  as  follows: 

George  H.  Williams,  $600. 

Peter  Smith,  .$1000. 

Peter  Randolph,  .$1000. 

Orders  severally  passed  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule. 

LEASE  OF  STRIP  OF  LAND. 

Aid.  Carroll  offered  an  order— That  the  or- 
der passed  by  the  City  Council  and  approved  by 
the  mayor  Dec.  28,  1886,  authorizing  His  Honer 
the  Mayor  to  execute  in  the  name  ami  behalf  of 
the  city  a  lease  for  900  years  to  Elisha  Atkins  of 
a  strip  of  land  lying  between  the  South  ferry 
and  Sargent's  wharf  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
rescinded. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  move  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  East  Boston  Ferries.  The  purpose  of 
offering  the  order  must  be  plainly  evident  to  the 
members  of  the  Board  who  visited  the  wharf, 
and  so,  if  the  committee  intend  to  hold  that 
land,  that  there  may  be  no  clash  with  the  law 
authorities  this  order  is  put  in.  This  would  nat- 
urally stop  the  law  authorities  from  signing  or 
making  out  the  lease  while  the  matter  would  be 
before  that  committee. 

Order  referred  to  the  Committee  on  East  Bos- 
ton Ferries. 

WIDENING  OF  BEACON  STREET. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan  the  Board  took 
from  the  table  the  communication  from  the 
Street  Commissioners,  with  a  resolve  and  order 
widening  Beacon  street  from  the  "Three  roads" 
to  Brookline.    (City  Doc.  59.) 

The  resolve  and  order  were  passed  in  concur- 
rence with  the  Street  Commissioners.  Sent 
down. 


THE  ROSLINDALE  DISASTER. 

Aid.  Lee  called  up  the  past  assignment,  viz: 
14.  Amended  order  that  the  Boston  &  Provi- 
dence Railroad  Corporation  be  granted  leave  to 
occupy  a  portion  of  South  street,  AA'ard  23,  where 
said  street  is  crossed  by  the  track  of  said  cor- 
poration, during  such  time  as  may  be  required 
for  the  construction  of  a  bridge  over  said  street, 
and  that  a  passageway  be  kept  open,  sufficient 
to  allow  the  passage  of  teams  and  other  vehi- 
cles upon  said  highway ;  and  that  a  flagman  be 
stationed  on  said  South  street  to  protect  pass- 
engers on  foot  and  in  vehicles,  the  expense 
thereof  to  be  borne  by  said  railroad  corporation. 
The  order  was  passed  as  amended. 

LICENSES. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  recommending  that 
minors'  licenses  be  granted  to  19  newsboys,  one 
peddler  of  small  wares  and  three  bootblacks. 

Reports  accepted,  and  said  licenses  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 

COMMUNICATIONS     FROM    THE    STBEET    COMMIS- 
SIONERS. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  called  up  the  special  as- 
signment, viz. : 

10.  Order  that  all  communications  from  the 
Street  Commissioners  relative  to  laying  out  or 
widening  streets  shall  be  submitted  in  print  to 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  shall  not  be  con- 
sidered until  after  the  expiration  of  30days  from 
the  receipt  of  such  communications. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  McLaughlin,  the  order  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Streets. 

ORDERS  RESCINDED 

Aid.  Maguire  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  order  passed  by  this  Board, 
March  21,  granting  a  license  to  S.  F.  Stearns,  at- 
torney for  the  heirs  of  AV.  R.  Frost,  to  construct 
and  maintain  a  coal  hole,  in  the  sidewalk  in 
front  of  No.  17  Hanover  street,  be,  and  hereby  is, 
rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  order  passed  by  this  Board, 
March  28,  granting  a  license  to  R.  Beeching,  to 
lay  a  pipe  under  and  across  North  Centre  street 
to  estate  rear  of  No.  C7  Blackstone  street,  for 
steam-heating  purposes,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby  rescinded. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  would  like  to  know  where 
those  orders  come  from. 

Aid.  Maguire— They  come  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Paving. 

Aid.  Sullivan— AVhy  are  those  orders  re- 
scinded ? 

Aid.  Maguire— They  are  rescinded  because 
the  permits  were  granted  to  the  attorneys  of 
the  parties  instead  of  to  the  parties  themselves. 
'flie  committee  received  a  communication  from 
the  corporation  counsel  stating  that  the  city 
could  not  hold  the  owners  responsible  when  the 
permits  were  granted  to  the  attorney.  The  city 
solicitor  is  now  drafting  a  paper  for  these  par- 
ties to  sign  so  as  to  make  the  owners  responsible. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  state  that 
he  has  the  opinion  of  the  corporation  counsel 
here,  and  will  read  it  if  any  one  desires. 

The  orders  were  passed  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule. 

CAR  FARES  OF  EMPLOYEES. 

Aid.  Maguire  offered  an  order— That  em- 
ployees in  the  Sewer  Department,  when  em- 
ployed in  the  outlying  districts  necessitating 
their  riding  to  and  from  the  work,  be  allowed 
their  car  fares. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers  (Aid.)  on 
motion  of  Aid.  N.  G.  Smith. 

HIGH  SCHOOL,   ROXBURY. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations  be  requested  to 
include  in  the  Appropriation  bill  they  report 
the  sum  of  $50,000  as  an  additional  appropria- 
tion for  a  site  and  building  for  the  High  School, 
Roxbury. 

Passed.  Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  moved  to  reconsid- 
er ;  lost.    Sent  down. 

Adjourned  on  motion  of  Aid.  Lee  at  G.12  P.M. 
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CITY   OF  BOSTON, 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Friday,  April  S,  1887. 

Special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
l  o'clock  P.M.,  Aid.  Donovan,  chairman,  pre- 
siding. 

Absent,  Aid.  Capcn,  Haynes  and  1ST.  G.  Smith, 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Twelve  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the 
April  term  of  the  Superior  Criminal  Court. 

The  Chairman— The  purpose  for  which  this 
Board  was  convened  has  been  accomplished. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll. 


Monday,  April  11, 1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
4  o'clock,  P.M.,  Aid.  Donovan,  chairman,  pre- 
siding.   Absent,  Aid.  Maguire. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  C.  W.  Smith,  the  reading  of 
the  record  of  the  last  meeting  was  dispensed 
with. 

HEARINGS   ON  ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

On  petition  of  George  W.  Norris,  for  leave  to 
project  rive  bay  windows  at  Nos.  16  and  18  School 
street,  Ward  5. 

On  petition  of  George  Fera,  for  leave  to  project 
a  bav  window  from  building  on  Mason  street, 
rear  of  No.  162. 

No  one  desiring  to  object,  the  petitions  were 
severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  De- 
partment for  Inspection  of  Buildings  (Aid.) 

On  petition  of  Golding  &  Co.,  for  license  to 
erect  and  use  two  stationary  steam  engines,  of 
85  and  30-horse  power,  at  19  to  27  Purchase  street. 

No  one  desiring  to  object,  the  petition  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines,  etc. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENTS. 

Communications  were  received  from  the 
mayor  making  the  following  appointments: 

John  Kenney  to  be  chief,  and  John  J  Caddi- 
gan,  Edward  Hughes,  and  James  Collins,  as- 
sistant weighers  and  inspectors  of  vessels  and 
ballast. 

Severally  laid  over. 

LAND     FOR     GRAMMAR      SCHOOLHOUSE,      SOUTH 
BOSTON. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston,         ) 
Executive  Department,  > 
April  9,  1887.  ) 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,— After  the  order  to  purchase  37,500 
feet  of  land  for  a  grammar  schoolhouse  at  South 
Boston  was  left  with  me  for  approval,  I  re- 
quested the  Assessors'  Department  to  give  me 
the  assessed  valuation  of  the  land,  and  received 
the  following  reply: 

Assessors'  Office,  City  Hall,  ( 
Boston,  April  4,  1887.     J 
His  Honor  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor  City  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir,— In  answer  to  your  request,  the  fol- 
lowing is  submitted:  Vacant  land  in  S'  nth  Bos- 
ton, Ward  14,  situated  between  East  Fifth  and 
East  Sixth  streets,  and  fronting  on  H  street,  has 
been  assessed  by  lots  as  follows : 

Lot  47— Southeast  corner  East  Fifth  and  H 
street,  3125  feet ;  assessed  value  $600. 

Lot  48— On  south  side  East  Fifth  street,  3125 
feet ;  assessed  value  $300. 

Lot  49— On  south  side  East  Fifth  street,  3125 
feet;  assessed  value  .$300. 

Lot  50—  On  south  side  East  Fifth  street,  3125 
feet ;  assessed  value  $300. 

Lot  51— On  south  side  East  Fifth  street,  3125 
feet ;  assessed  value  $300. 

Lot  52— On  south  side  East  Fifth  street,  3125 
feet;  assessed  value  $300. 

Lot  62— Northeast  corner  East  Sixth  ana  H 
streets,  3125  feet ;  assessed  value  $600. 

Lot  63— North  side  East  Sixth  street,  3125  feet ; 
assessed  value  $600. 

Lot  64— North  side  East  Sixth  street,  3125  feet: 
assessed  value  $600. 

Lot  65— North  side  East  Sixth  street,  3125  feet ; 
assessed  value  $600. 


Lot  66— North  side  East  Sixth  street,  3125  feet : 
assessed  value  $600. 

Lot  67— North  side  East  Sixth  street,  3125  feet ; 
assessed  value  $800. 

Total  area,  37,500 feet;  total  valuation,  $5900. 

The  valuation  of  the  above  has  been  the  same 
from  1880  to  1S86,  both  inclusive,  with  exception 
of  lot  67,  which  in  1880  was  $600,  all  other  years 
$800. 

Very  respectfully  for  the  assessors. 

Thomas  Hills,  Chairman. 

I  then  sent  for  the  agent  of  the  property, 
called  his  attention  to  the  assessed  valuation, 
15%  cents  per  foot,  and  the  price  named  in  the 
order,  80  cents  per  foot,  and  wanted  to  know 
what  reduction  he  wrould  make,  as  the  differ- 
ence in  the  valuation  and  the  purchasing  price 
was  altogether  too  marked.  I  was  unable  to 
purchase  it  at  any  lower  figure. 

After  making  a  personal  inspection  of  the  lot, 
and  other  lots  offered  in  that  locality  to  the  city, 
I  am  convinced  that  the  location  is  very  desira- 
ble and  the  price  asked  as  reasonable  as  can  be 
obtained.  This  opinion  is  indorsed  by  the  com- 
mittee of  the  City  Council  who  have  had  the 
matter  in  charge,  and  also  by  the  sub-commit- 
tee of  the  School  Board,  as  the  following  letter 
from  Mr.  Chapm,  chairman  of  the  Sub-Com- 
mittee on  Schoolhouses.  will  show: 

Boston,  April  6,  1887. 
Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien. 

Dear  Sir,— The  sub-committee  of  the  School 
Committee  indorse  the  proposed  purchase  of  the 
Read  lot  (37,500  feet)  on  H  street,  between  Fifth 
and  Sixth  streets,  South  Boston,  for  a  grammar 
schoolhouse.  They  think  it  is  a  good  bargain 
for  the  city  at  80  cents  per  foot.  They  could  not 
find  any  other  lot  in  that  locality  that  suits 
them  so  well  as  this  Read  one. 

Yours  respectfully,  Nahum  Chapin, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Schoohouses. 

It  appears  to  me,  after  investigating  the  mat- 
ter, that  the  assessed  valuation  is  a  mere  nomi- 
nal figure,  and  does  not  represent  in  the  least 
its  true  market  value,  and  this  applies  to  every 
vacant  lot  of  land  in  that  vicinity.  South  Bos- 
ton is  rapidly  increasing  in  population,  vacant 
land  is  being  fast  taken  up  for  building  pur- 
poses, and  the  lot  offered  is  the  most  desirable. 
If  it  is  not  secured  now  it  is  doubtful  if  it  can  be 
secured  another  year,  and  the  necessity  for  a 
schoolhouse  is  imperative  in  tiiat  neighborhood 
and  has  been  for  some  years. 

The  size  of  the  lot  is  not  objectionable  to  me, 
as  it  gives  plenty  of  yard  room  for  a  playground, 
which  is  a  marked  deficiency  in  the  location 
of  some  of  our  schoolhouses.  It  has  a  front  also 
on  three  streets,  and  is  well  located  for  light, 
air  and  ventilation. 

In  justification  of  the  action  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil and  the  School  Board,  I  believe  these  facts 
ought  to  be  made  a  matter  of  record.  It  will 
cost  from  $1500  to  $2000  to  level  the  lot  to  grade. 
If  the  City  Council  adhere  to  its  vote  I  shall 
have  no  hesitation  in  approving  the  order,  but 
have  declined  to  do  so  when  the  assessed  valua- 
tion stands  15%  tents  per  foot  and  the  price  to 
be  paid  80  cents  per  foot,  without  an  explana- 
tion. Respectfully  submitted, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Aid.  Haynes— I  do  not  exactly  understand 
whether  that  is  a  veto  or  not. 

The  Chairman— Neither  does  the  Chair. 

Aid.  Haynes— It  seems  that  there  is  some 
trouble  about  the  work  of  the  assessors  over 
there.  All  I  have  to  say  about  that  is  that  the 
very  men  who  made  the  assessed  valuation  on 
that  property  also  made  it  on  other  property, 
which  they  strongly  urged  the  committee  to  buy 
at  $1  a  foot,  which  property  is  assessed  for  less 
than  this.  There  is  no  question  about  the  prac- 
ticability and  desirability  of  this  lot  for  a  school- 
house  site  in  every  sense.  I  understand 
that  the  two  men  who  have  been  assessing 
property  over  there  have  been  changed  to  some 
other  field,  and  that  hereafter  there  will  be  a 
new  valuation.  1  cannot  understand  the  pur- 
pose of  those  who  have  been  opposing  the  pur- 
chase of  this  lot,  and  have  been  making  a  stir 
about  it,  and  yet  are  perfectly  willing  wo  should 
pay  a  dollar  a  foot  for  other  lots  which  are  not 
worth  half  so  much  money  and  are  not  in  every 
way  so  desirable  for  schoolhouse  sites  as  this 
property  is.  If  His  Honor  the  Mayor  wants  to 
take  the  credit  and  honor  of  vetoing  this  pur- 
chase 1  am  perfectly  satisfied  to  have  him  do  it; 
but  for  one  I  am  here    to  do  my  duty   for  the 
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whole  city  of  Boston,  and  I  hope  we  shall  pur- 
chase this  lot  of  land.  I  have  never  seen  so 
much  thimble-rigging  about  such  a  small  mat- 
ter as  there  has  been  about  the  purchase,  of  this 
schoolhouse  site.  I  am  not  much  acquainted 
with  city  politics,  and  it  is  a  new  experience  to 
me.  I  hope  we  shall  adhere  to  our  former  action 
and  purchase  this  property. 

Aid.  Bromwich  —  I  should  not  say  a  word 
about  the  purchase  of  this  lot  by  the  city  of 
Boston  for  a  schoolhouse  site  did  I  not  know  the 
spot  so  well  and,  as  I  think,  the  wants  of  the 
people  of  that  district.  I  heartily  endorse  the 
remarks  of  the  alderman  who  just  sat  down.  I 
think  it  is  the  most  commendable  piece  of  prop- 
erty, at  the  price  at  which  they  have  bought  it, 
that  there  is  in  that  vicinity.  And  not  one  word 
can  I  say  against  it  as  a  site  for  a  schoolhouse. 
I  am  sorry  that  I  made  any  remarks  the 
other  day  in  regard  to  that  property.  But  you 
will  bear  in  mind  that  I  did  not  speak  of  the 
price  at  all ;  it  was  only  the  quantity  of  land 
that  wras  bought,  in  comparison  with  the 
amount  of  money  that  was  appropriated  for  the 
purchase  of  land  and  the  erection  of  a  building'. 
It  was  simply  with  that  object  that  I  mentioned 
it,  and  because  I  was  afraid  it  would  compel  us 
to  wait  two  or  three  years  for  the  building.  I 
know  nothing  about  the  assessed  value  of  the 
lot,  or  whether  what  the  mayor  has  said  about  it 
is  true.  But  we  cannot  go, astray  in  making  the 
purchase,  if  we  can  only  get  enough  money  to 
build  the  schoolhouse,  and  I  shall  put  in  an 
order  today  for  .1*25,000  or  $30,000  more  for  that 
schoolhouse.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  committee 
have  done  well  both  for  the  city  of  Boston  and 
that  district,  and  that  they  have  located  the 
schoolhouse  in  a  very  good  place. 

Aid.  Carroll— This  is  a  matter  on  which  I 
now  rise  to  speak  more  to  defend  a  committee, 
which  needs  no  defence,  simply  for  the  reason 
that  everybody  who  has  been  consulted,  or  who 
lias  spoken  in  relation  to  the  matter,  has  come 
to  the  same  honest  understanding  that  the  com- 
mittee themselves  did.  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  I  was  in  favor  of  another  lot :  I  have 
stated  that  privately,  I  now  re-assert  it  publicly. 
It  was  for  reasons  best  known  to  myself.  My 
associate  on  that  committee,  as  the  representa- 
tive of  this  Board,  is  the  man  who  has  had  all 
the  correspondence  about  the  matter,  and  he 
has  taken  an  interest  in  the  matter  such  as  I 
have  never,  since  I  have  been  a  member  of  the 
government,  seen  a  man  take,  from  the  outset, 
in  order  to  get  the  best  lot  for  the  least  possible 
money.  He  knows  he  never  spoke  to  me 
in  relation  to  it.  I  knew  nothing  about  it 
until  the  gentleman  produced  the  maps,  plans 
and  figures,  and  there  was  nothing  left  forme 
to  do  except  to  vote  for  the  purchase  of  the  lot 
as  was  recommended  by  him.  As  the  gentle- 
man says,  there  have  been  some  very  peculiar 
things  occurring  in  relation  to  this  lot,  and  I 
think  something  has  occurred  which  should  be 
called  to  the  attention  of  the  executive  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  and  to  the  attention  of  every 
man  in  the  city  who  has  any  tllitlg  to  do  with 
property,  and  that  is,  that  tne  time  is  fast  com- 
ing when  there  must  be  a  change  in  the  mode 
and  manner  by  which  the  business  of  the  city 
of  Boston  is  carried  on,  as  far  as  the  assessment 
of  property  is  concerned.  It  has  been  stated 
that  the  best  people  to  assess  property  in  Boston 
are  those  who  deal  in  real  estate.  Inmyjudg- 
nient  that  may  be  true  so  far  as  the  value  of 
their  opinion  is  concerned ;  but  if  the  assessors 
assess  property  in  a  district  where  they 
are  selling  property,  it  is  a  question  in 
my  mind  whether  it  is  not  dangerous 
to  the  best  interests  of  good  government. 
In  this  thing  it  has  come  very  forcibly  before  the 
public  and  has  demonstrated  the  truth  of  what 
I  sav.  I  wish  to  say  right  here  that  I  had  not 
enough  interest  in  the  matter  to  make  any  in- 
quiries about  this  lot,  and  I  think  the  order  had 
passed  through  the  government  before  I  heard 
these  rumors ;  and  I  did  then  try  to  get  the  best 
information  I  could  from  the  best  source.  I  could, 
and  use  the  best  means  I  could  to  get  the  infor- 
mation I  desired.  I  was  satisfied  on  the  judg- 
ment of  my  associate  on  the  committee,  that  he 
had  investigated  the  matter  enough  to  recom- 
mend me  to  join  in  the  report.  Mr.  Chairman 
and  gentlemen,  when  you  take  a  lot  of  land 
situated  as  this  book  might  be.  and  you  find  a 
corner  lot  assessed  for  $G00,  and  the  next  lot  for 
$GO0,  and  the  next  for  $600,  and  the  next  for  $800, 
and  the  next  for  $1000,  I  say  there  is  something 


in  it  which  requires  investigation.  I  think  tne 
mayor  has  taken  a  stand  that  will  commend  him 
to  the  entire  public  of  the  city  of  Boston.  There 
is  something  wrong.  The  principle  is  wrong. 
Let  it  go  at  principle.  But  when  the  men  that 
do  that  assessing  are  the  agents  to  sell  that  land 
afterwards,  and  try  to  cast  reproach  upon  and 
blast  the  reputations,  if  they  could,  by  insinua- 
tions, then  the  time  has  come  when  the  city 
government  should  cry  a  halt.  These  facts  were 
discovered  by  the  mayor,  and  they  never  would 
have  been  found  out  if  the  mayor  had  not  learned 
the  assessed  value  of  the  property  and  that  the 
owners  were  asking  such  a  high  price  for  it ;  and 
the  price  being  so  much  higher  than  the  assess- 
ment it  naturally  suggest  ed  inquiry  by  an  honest 
executive  with  the  responsibility  that  lie  has  in 
looking  out  for  the  interest  of  the  city  of  Boston. 
After  making  an  investigation  myself,  and 
personally  visiting  the  site,  and  then  visit- 
ing all  the  proposed  locations,  I  would 
say  that  I  asked  him  to  go  there  and  see 
what  his  judgment  was:  because  I  myself  had 
something  at  stake,  having  joined  with  my  as- 
sociate on  the  committee  m  that  report.  Gen- 
tlemen, there  are  no  two  ways  about  it.  Any 
man  who  sees  the  lot,  his  opinion  is  formed  im- 
mediately. I  understand  that  the  mayor  has 
done  the  same.  I  think  that  the  mayor  in  send- 
ing in  that  communication  has  virtually  vetoed 
the  order.  As  I  stated  privately  to  a  member  of 
the  Board,  it  is  a  veto  and  it  is  not  a  veto.  The 
mayor  does  not  state  that  he  refuses  to  sign  the 
order,  but  be  says  that  if  the  city  government 
adheres  to  its  former  action  he  will  sign  the 
order.  That  is  the  same  as  stating  that  his  com- 
munication must  be  accepted  as  a  veto.  In  de- 
fence of  the  committee  of  which  1  am  a  mem- 
ber, I  Avould  say  that  I  hope,  the  order  will  be 
passed  over  the  veto,  because  the  mayor  has 
come  to  the  same  conclusion  that  the  committee 
did,  and  as  everybody  else  has  come  who  has 
visited  the  site— at  least  I  think  he  has,  from  the 
statements  made  in  that  communication. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  will  rule  that  un- 
der Section  47  of  Hie  City  Charter  this  is  a  veto, 
and  the  order  is  before  the  Board  for  recon- 
sideration. 

The  reconsideration  prevailed,  and  the  ques- 
tion came  on  passing  the  order,  the  veto  of  the 
mayor  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Aid.  Bromwich— Must  that  absolutely  go 
through  today. 

The  Chairman— Not  necessarily. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  should  like  to  have  it  laid 
over  for  one  week.  I  don't  think  that  any- 
thing will  be  hurt  by  doing  so,  and  I  think 
that  a  good  many  people,  who  have  been  com- 
plaining, will  change  their  opinion  after  a  little 
explanation.  I  ask  as  a  favor  that  it  be  assigned 
to  the  next  meeting. 

Aid.  Haynes— I  hope  this  will  not  be  laid  over. 
It  has  been  before  the  committee  some  two  or 
three  months,  and  I  think  the  public  have  had 
ample  opportunity  to  educate  themselves  up  to 
it,  and  if  they  have  not  been  educated  they  will 
have  ample  opportunity  to  be  educated  here- 
after. 

Aid.  Capen— I  hope  it  will  be  laid  over.  I  have 
information  that  this  land  was  bonded  within 
four  months  for  50  cents  a  foot.  I  want  to  look 
that  up  and  see  if  it  is  so. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  hope  it  will  not  be  laid  over. 
The  people  of  South  Boston  want  that  school- 
house.  The  School  Committee  desire  that  work 
shall  be  commenced  on  the  building  as  soon  as 
possible,  so  that  they  may  get  the  scholars  into 
it.  There  are  all  the  facts  as  plain  as  the  nose 
on  a  man's  face,  and  I  don't  see  anything  to  be 
gained  by  the  assignment.  I  hope  it  will  not  be 
laid  over. 

Aid.  Bromwich— If  I  thought  it  possible  to  get 
a  schoolhouse  built  on  that  site  in  the  next 
three  years  I  would  be  satisfied.  Now  in  the  next 
three  years  is  a  long  while.  lam  in  hopes  that, 
after  I  put  in  an  order  here  today,  and  have  the 
matter  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropri- 
ations, that  we  shall  get  an  additional  appropri- 
ation for  this  schoolhouse.  But  the  alderman 
knows  very  well  that  there  is  not  money  enough 
left  to  build  the  schoolhouse  after  purchasing 
this  lot.  There  will  not  be  enough  left  to  allow 
the  citv  architect  to  place  his  plans  upon  the 
market.  It  will  take  $31,000  for  the  lot,  and  that 
will  leave  $59,000  with  which  to  build  a  gram- 
mar schoolhouse  of  12  rooms.  Twenty  thousand 
feet  is  a  proper  size  lot  for  a  schoolhouse,  and 
while  37,000  would  be  a  much   better  lot,  still  by 
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taking  the  extra  17,000  feet,  it  will  take  out  of 
the  appropriation  just  that  much  more  money. 
And  it  will  require  $10,000  to  put  a  wall  around 
and  pave  and  curb  the  lot.  So  you  see  that  hv 
taking  more  land  you  greatly  increase  the  ex- 
pense of  the  schoolhouse.  It  would  be  a  verv 
good  thing  to  have  so  large  a  lot,  provided  we 
had  the  means.  Now  laying  this  over  one  week 
won't  make  one  iota's  difference  in  the  building 
of  the  schoolhouse,  and  I  think  the  people  who 
have  complained  so  much  will  be  satisfied  that 
it  is  the  only  lot  that  can  be  purchased  for  the 
purpose.  I  was  met  in  the  street  by  contractors 
and  told  plainly  that  we  were  a  d— d  lot  of 
thieves,— the  Board  of  Aldermen.  Now  I  don't 
mean  to  have  those  men  assert  that  without 
they  prove  it.  I  want  them  to  go  to  the  mayor 
and  prove  it.  I  hope  it  may  lay  over  one  week, 
so  that  we  may  show  that  the  land  is  purchased 
in  good  faith,  and  I  think  that  the  mayor's 
communication  exempts  our  committee  from 
doing  anything  but  what  is  right.  I  hope  it 
will  lay  over,  or  I  shall  be  obliged  to  vote  against 
it. 

Aid.  Haynes — It  will  require  four  weeks  for  the 
men  to  grade  this  lot.  They  are  now  making 
contracts  to  fill  in  other  places  in  other  parts  of 
South  Boston.  I  suppose  they  will  require  all 
the  time  they  can  get  to  get  rid  of  the  surplus 
earth.  There  are  parties  willing  to  go  and  take 
it,  as  they  can  use  it.  Certainly  this  matter  has 
been  hanging  long  enough.  1  want  to  clean  it 
up  today.  If  the  city  does  not  want  the  land,  I 
will  take  it  at  the  price  named.  Otters  have 
gone  from  this  room  to  take  the  land  at  that 
price.  For  my  part,  I  am  tired  and  sick  of  this 
thing. 

Aid.  Bromwich— For  four  years  I  have  been 
trying  to  get,  and  have  been  waiting  for  this 
thing.  For  four  years  the  people  of  that  district 
have  been  suffering  for  this  schoolhouse. 
Under  the  circumstances,  I  think  you  can  afford 
to  let  this  lay  over  just  one  week,  I  don't  think 
it  will  hurt  the  gentleman  a  bit  to  let  it  lay  over 
one  week. 

Aid.  Lee— I  did  not  intend  to  say  a  word  upon 
this  veto  message  which  His  Honor  the  Mayor 
has  seen  fit  to  send  to  this  Board,  but  I  do  desire 
to  say  that  the  position  which  I  took  a  week  ago 
in  giving  my  vote  for  this  measure,  was  an 
honest  one,  and  a'just  one,  I  having  the  utmost 
confidence  in  the  gentleman  who  reported  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  on  Schools  and  School- 
houses.  I  believe,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  no  mat- 
ter which  has  been  before  a  committee  of  tnis 
City  Council  during  the  past  ten  years  has  re- 
ceived any  fairer  consideration  at  the  hands  of 
any  sub-committee,  and  that  no  committee  has 
worked  more  diligently  or  more  honestly  than 
the  alderman  on  my  left,  and  also  the  alderman 
on  my  right,  who  are  members  of  that  commit- 
tee, and  I  believe  they  endeavored  to  secure  for 
the  city  of  Boston  that  which  would  be  for  the 
best  interest  of  the  city,  and  at  the  lowest  possi- 
ble price.  If,  sir,  this  is  a  rap  at  another  de- 
partment of  the  city  government,  or  some  de- 
partment in  City  flail,  and  if  it  is  possible 
that  a  veto  message  must  be  sent  in  here  to 
strike  at  them,  under  your  new  city  charter,  then 
it  is  high  time  that  this  Board  should  pass  an 
order  asking  those  higher  in  authority  to  pre- 
sent to  the  Legislature  at  its  present  session  a 
petition  that  power  enough  should  be  given 
them,  if  they  have  not  the  power  under  the 
present  city  charter.  Now  the  honorable  alder- 
man on  my  left  from  the  South  Boston  district 
says  he  has  been  told  by  some  one — whether  by 
his  constituents  he  does  not  say— and  that  this 
whole  Board  of  Aldermen  has  been  designated 
as  a  pack  of  thieves'  It  seems  to  me,  sir,  that  if 
any  of  my  constituents  should  meetme  upon  the 
highway  after  a  measure  has  passed  this  Board 
unanimously,  and  should  designate  this  Board 
as  a  pack  of  thieves,  I  certainly  should  express 
my  opinion  in  words  that  they  would  remem- 
ber, and  I  believe  they  would  not  make  use  of 
an  expression  of  that  kind  to  me  again  while  I 
was  a  member  of  this  Board. 

Aid.  Bromwich— Will  the  gentleman  allow 
me  to  ask  him  a  question? 

The  Chairman— Does  the  alderman  give 
way? 

Aid.  Lee— I  will  give  the  gentleman  all  the 
time  he  wants. 

Aid.  Bromwich— How  do  you  know  but  what 
I  did? 

Aid.  Lee— What  does  the  gentleman  say? 

Aid,  Bromwich— You  say  that  if  any  of  your 


constituents  asked  you  that,  you  would  answer 
them  in  a  way  that  they  would  remember.  How 
do  you  know  but  what  I  did? 

Aid.  Lice— Mr.  Chairman,  every  merriber  of 
this  Board  understands  that  I  did  not  say  that 
the  alderman  did  not.  If  he  did  he  is  a  man 
after  my  own  heart.  Now,  sir,  lie  stands  up 
here  and  tells  the  members  of  this  Board  that  he 
has  been  agitating  and  endeavoring  for  four 
years  to  get  this  very  schoolhouse  site  in  that 
district.  If  he  has  pursued  the  same  tactics 
during  the  past  four  years  that  he  wants  to  pur- 
sue in  this  Board  today,  and  if  he  can  have  his 
tactics  carried  out,  then,  sir,  in  my  opinion  he 
will  not  get  the  schoolhouse  in  the  next  four 
years.  But  if  he  would  stand  here  and  say  that 
the  people  of  the  district  which  he  represents 
demand  this  schoolhouse,  that  the  price  is  a 
fair  one,  that  it  was  an  honest  transaction,  that 
the  location  was  a  good  one,  and  if  then  he 
would  say  to  his  associates  on  this  Board,  "No 
matter  what  these  cranks  on  the  outside  say,  I 
ask  you  as  gentlemen  to  give  to  the  citizens  of 
that  district  which  I  represent  this  location,  so 
that  a  schoolhouse  may  be  erected,  so  that  the 
children  may  receive  a  proper  education  and 
not  wait  four  years  more,"  he  would  be 
doing  what  he  should  do  as  the  rep- 
resentative of  his  district.  Now,  sir,  an- 
other member  of  this  Board  undertakes  to 
tell  us  that  he  desires  to  look  into  this  matter, 
as  he  understands  that  the  land  was  bonded  for 
50  cents  a  foot.  Now,  sir.  when  land  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity,  and  not  in  such  a  good  posi- 
tion as  this,  is  held  at  20  cents  a  foot  more,  it 
seems  to  me  it  must  be  evident  to  every  fair- 
minded  member  of  this  Board  that,  if  the  alder- 
man on  the  committee,  by  his  business  tact,  has 
brought  the  owner  of  the  land  to  agree  to  sell  it 
for  80  cents  a  foot,  then  I  say  it  is  the  duty  of 
every  member  of  this  Board  to  stand  up  and 
sustain  the  honorable  alderman  on  my  left,  who 
I  know  has  devoted  considerable  time  to  the 
selection  of  this  site,  and  who  I  believe  has 
acted  honestly  for  the  city  of  Boston,  and  has 
acted  with  more  zeal  for  the  interest  of  the  city 
than  he  would  have  used  for  himself  as  an 
individual.  For  these  reasons  I  trust  that  the 
matter  will  not  be  assigned,  and  that  the  order 
will  be  passed,  notwithstanding  the  veto  of  His 
Honor  the  Mayor. 

Aid.  Capen — The  gentleman  who  has  just 
taken  his  seat  says  I  would  like  to  have  it  laid 
over  in  order  that  I  might  look  it  up.  I  have 
reasonable  grounds  to  believe  that  this  land 
was  bonded  by  the  owner,  Mr.  Beed,  to  a  real 
estate  man  in  South  Boston,  and  as  I  am  a 
stranger  to  this  subject,  I  think  this  Board  ought 
to  grant  us  a  little  more  time  to  look  into  the 
matter. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  lost ;  yeas  2,  nays  9, 
Aid.  Bromwich  and  Capen  voting  yea;  absent, 
Aid.  Maguire. 

The  order  was  passed,  the  veto  of  the  mayor 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding;  yeas  9,  nays  2, 
Aid.  Bromwich  and  Capen  voting  nay.  Sent 
down. 

petitions  rei-erhed. 

'  To  the  Committee  on  Health  (Aid.)— Bradford 
L.  Bowen,  to  occupy  a  wooden  building  for 
four  horses  on  corner  Rutherford  avenue  and 
Middlesex  street,  Ward  4. 

John  A.  Sanborn,  to  occupy  a  wooden  build- 
ing for  10  extra  horses  on  Medford  street,  rear 
No.|130,  Ward  3. 

Joseph  George,  to  occupy  an  old  wooden  build- 
ing for  one  horse  on  Sixth  street,  rear  No.  754, 
Ward  14. 

John  M.  Call,  to  occupy  a  wooden  building  for 
six  horses  on  Call  street,  near  Everett  street, 
Ward  23. 

John  W.  Porter,  to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden 
building  for  two  horses  on  Adams  street,  No.  SS7, 
Ward  24. 

Metropolitan  Railroad  Co.,  to  occupy  an  old 
brick  building  for  152  horses  on  Pynchon  and 
Tremont  streets,  Ward  21. 

Mary  S.  Philbrick,  to  occupy  a  wooden  build- 
ing for  two  horses  on  Crawford  street,  near 
Humboldt  avenue.  Ward  21, 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving  (A Id.)— Helena 
Schottiniller,  for  edgestone  and  brick  sidewalk 
in  front  ol  estate  corner  H  and  Sixth  streets. 

O.  H.  Drisko  &  Son,  for  edgestone  and  brick 
sidewalk.  228  Huntington  avenue. 

William  Hannan,  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  in 
Dorchester. 
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John  Cavanagh  &  Son,  to  move  a  wooden 
building  from  59  Sixth  street,  South  Boston,  to 
50  Sixth  street,  South  Boston. 

Joha  O.  Shaw  and  others,  to  lower  the  cellar 
of  bunding  42  and  44  Causeway  street  to  grade  9. 

William  R.  Cavanagh,  to  move  a  wooden 
building  from  702-704  Parker  street,  Ward  22, 
into  Parker  street,  to  be  replaced  on  same 
lot. 

James  Guild,  to  excavate  under  the  sidewalk 
at  No.  2387  Washington  street,  to  be  covered  with 
an  iron  grating. 

William  F.  Whitcomb  and  others,  for  a  plank 
walk  on  Columbia  street,  frem  Washington 
street  to  the  Gibson  schoolhouse. 

Daniel  McLaughlin  and  others,  that  North 
Margin  street,  between  Salem  street  and  Endi- 
cott  street,  be  waved  with  granite  blocks. 

George  H.  1-mkham,  trustee,  for  flagstone 
crossing  on  Dartmouth  street,  opposite  Hotel 
Bennett. 

Sarah  W.  Story,  to  build  a  stand  for  the  sale  of 
flowers.  Franklin  street,  Allston. 

William  A.  Macleod  and  others,  for  edgestones 
on  Tremlett  street. 

Sewall  W.  Cunningham,  for  plank  walk  on 
Florence  street,  Ward  23,  from  Ashland  street  to 
Mt.  Hope  station. 

T.  D.  Sullivan  and  others,  that  Hanover-street 
extension  be  paved  with  granite  blocks  between 
Commercial  street  and  Chelsea  ferry;  also  that 
the  sidewalk  on  the  right-hand  side  of  said 
Hanover  street  be  relaid. 

Anna  Maria Bipp,  for  edgestone  and  brick  side- 
walk 150  H  street. 

Mary  Waterman,  to  put  in  two  coal  holes  in 
sidewalk  of  estate  13  Monument  square. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses— M.  C.  Clark, 
for  licenses  to  maintain  stands  for  two  hackney 
carriages  at  577-579  Washington  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Hewers  (.Aid.)— Jane  Mc- 
Ginty,  for  abatement  of  sewer  assessment 
against  her  estate  on  Bennington  street,  East 
Boston. 

Oakland  Garden  Association  and  others,  for  a 
sewer  in  Columbia  street,  between  Washington 
street  and  Oakland  Garden,  Ward  24. 

J.  Frank  Wadleigh  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in 
Cambridge  street,  between  Gordon  and  Saun- 
ders streets,  Ward  25. 

Samuel  Jackson's  heir's,  that  the  sewer  assess- 
ment on  estate  on  Washington  street  may  be  re- 
apportioned. 

J.  Randolph  Brock,  for  a  sewer  in  Union 
square,  between  Brighton  avenue  and  Cam- 
bridge street. 

Georgiana  Adams,  for  a  sewer  in  Blue  Hill 
avenue,  between  Stafford  and  Dennis  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police  (Aid.)— Arthur  J. 
Bartlett,  for  compensation  for  loss  of  fowls 
killed  by  a  dog. 

Remonstrance  of  Thomas  Cangley  and  others, 
against  the  proposed  sewer  in  Jamaica  street. 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Common.,  etc.— J. 
A.  Davis,  that  a  tree  in  front  of  723-725  Fourth 
street  be  trimmed. 

To  the  Committee  an.  Steam  Engines,  etc.— 
Joseph  Bennett,  to  erect  and  use  a  steam  boiler 
for  heating  purposes  in  his  house,  corner  Union 
and  Winsliip  streets,  Ward  25. 

J.  W.  Neal,  to  erect  and  use  a  steam  boiler  of 
12-horse  power  for  laundry  purposes  at  22 
Waltham  street. 

Hannah  E.  Murphy,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
boiler  of  eight-horse  powerfor  laundry  purposes 
at  22  Waltham  street. 

Collins  &  Lee,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler 
of  10-horse  power  for  cooking  purposes  at  Plum- 
mer's  wharf,  corner  of  Jeffries  and  Everett 
streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Faneu.il  Hall.  etc.—W. 
Johnson  and  others,  for  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall 
Monday,  May  30,  1887. 

To  the  Committee  on.  Electric  Wires— Ameri- 
can Conduit  Company,  for  the  right  to  acquire 
all  the  rights  and  prh  ileges granted  W.  R.  Clark 
by  order  of  Board  of  Aldermen  dated  Dec.  27, 
1881. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  (Aid.)— M.  Gil- 
fether,  to  be  allowed  to  remove  a  limb  of  a  tree 
in  front  of  a  bouse  which  lie  is  erecting  on  E 
street,  near  Fifth  street,  SouHi  Boston . 

To  the  Committee  on  Police  (Aid.)— St.  James 
Young  Men's  Temperance  Society,  to  project  a 
flag  on  a  pole  from  the  second  story  of  No,  40 
Kneeland  street,  till  May  1,  1887. 

To  the  Committee  on  Bridges.— N.  Y.  &  N.  E. 
railroad  asking  a  conference  in  relation  to  the 


building  of  Northern-avenue  bridge,  over  Fort- 
point  channel. 

To  the  Committee  on  the  Department  for  the 
Inspection  of  Buildings  (Ald.)—\V.  F.  Nowell, 
to  he  allowed  to  protect  a  druggists'  mortar 
from  building  corner  Merrimac  street  and  Stan- 
iford-street  extension. 

To  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners — C.  J, 
F.  Binney  and  others,  that  Binney  street  be  ac- 
cepted and  laid  out  for  public  travel. 

To  the  Committee  on  Cemeteries.— Proprietors 
of  Forest  Hills  Cemetery  Association  that  they 
may  use  a  certain  parcel  of  land  for  burial  pur- 
poses. 

To  the  C'immitii'e  on  Claims— George  Crock- 
er, to  be  compensated  for  personal  injuries  re- 
ceived from  an  alleged  defect  at  No.  238  Wash- 
ington street,  Jan.  1,  1S87. 

Daniel  Crowley,  for  compensation  for  personal 
injuries  to  his  minor  daughter,  Mary  Agnes,  dur- 
ing a  collision  between  the  ferryboat  Revere  and 
the  steamer  Venetian. 

John  Murphy,  to  be  paid  for  damage  to  his 
premises  47(>  Seventh  street,  South  Boston, 
caused  by  blasting  by  city  employees. 

Catherine  Murphy,  to  be  paid  for  damage  to 
her  premises  478  Seventh  street,  caused  by 
blasting  by  city  employees. 

John  Leary,  for  compensation  for  personal  in- 
juries received  from  an  alleged  defect  in  Sixth 
Street,  South  Boston,  Jan.  1,  1887. 

H.  Maria  Sherman,  for  compensation  for  per- 
sonal injuries  received  by  reason  of  an  alleged 
defective  highway,  Jan.  11,  1887. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps  (Aid.)— Robert 
Treat  Paine,  for  public  lamps  on  Sussex  street. 

C.  S  Judkins  and  others,  for  an  electric  light 
on  tbe  northeast  corner  of  East  Sixth  and  L 
streets,  South  Boston, 

Petition  for  Bay  Wiudoio. 

Timothy  Connelly,  to  project  a  bay  window 
from  buildings  Nos.  104  and  10G  Lenox  street. 

On  the  above  petition  an  order  of  notice  was 
passed  for  a  hearing  thereon,  on  Monday,  April 
25th,  at  4  P.M. 

Petition  for  Steam  Engine. 

Oriental  Tea  Company,  for  a  license  to  erect 
and  use  a  stationary  steam  engine  of  20-horse 
power  at  85-89  Court  street. 

On  the  above  petition  an  order  of  notice  was 
passed  for  a  hearing  thereon,  on  Monday,  May 
2d,  at  4  P.M. 

CONFIRMATION  OF  EXECUTIVE    APPOINTMENTS. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  Board  took  up 
the  following,  viz.: 
Appointments  of  the  mayor : 

2.  Joseph  A.  Tucker,  to  be  a  trustee  of  the 
City  Hospital  for  five  years  from  the  first  Mon- 
day in  May,  1887. 

Committee,  Aid,  N.  G.  Smith  and  Capen. 
Whole,  number  of  ballots,  10;  yes  7,  no  3,  and  the 
appointment  was  confirmed. 

3.  James  Freeman  Clarke,  to  be  a  trustee  of 
the  Public  Library  for  five  years  from  the  first 
Monday  in  May,  1887. 

Committee,  Aid.  McLaughlin  and  Allen. 
Whole  number  of  ballots,  11;  yes  9,  no  2,  and  the 
appointment  was  confirmed. 

4.  Seth  Perkins,  to  bo  superintendent  of 
sewers. 

Committee,  Aid,  Lee  and  C.  W.  Smith.  Whole 
number  of  ballots,  10;  yes  10,  no  none,  and  the 
appointment  was  confirmed. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  it  was  voted 
that  the  following  be  acted  on  together,  viz.: 

5.  Michael  D.  Collins,  to  be  sealer;  and  Daniel 
P.  Sullivan,  Benjamin  Brintnall,  Edward  Carl, 
and  Felix  A.  Strange  to  be  deputy  sealers  of 
weights  and  measures. 

6.  Michael  D.  Collins,  Daniel  P.Sullivan,  Ben- 
jamin Brintnall,  Edward  Carl,  and  Felix  A. 
Strange  to  be  inspectors  and  seizers  of  charcoal 
baskets. 

7.  John  W.  Dolan,  to  be  an  undertaker. 
Committee,  Aid.  Carroll  and  Bromwich. 
Whole  number  of    ballots  10;  yes  10,  no  none, 

and  the  appointments  were  severally  confirmed. 

BAST  BOSTON   FERRIES. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors of  East  Boston  Ferries  of  their  organization, 
on  April  4,  by  tbe  election  of  Alfred  C.  Whitney 
as  president  and  Horace  B.  Butler  as  clerk. 

Sent  down. 

Aid.  Sullivan  presented  the  request  of  the 


APRIL     11,18  87. 


349 


directors  of  the  East  Boston  ferries  that  the  sum 
of  §8000  be  added  to  their  estimate  for  expenses 
for  the  financial  vear  ending  April  30.  1888  The 
request  is  necessitated  by  a  communication 
from  the  U.  S.  local  inspectors,  in  which  atten- 
tion is  called  to  the  rule  in  the  regulations  of 
that  department  that  "all  passenger  and  ferry 
steamers  shall, in  addition  to  the  regular  pilot  and 
watch,  have  one  of  the  crew  also  on  watch  in  or 
near  the  pilot  house;  and  this  rule  applies  to 
all  steamers  navigating  in  the  night  time." 
This  will  require  an  additional  force  of  ten  men, 
for  which  said  additional  sum  is  required. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

FIRES  AND  ALARMS    FOR  MARCH. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioners of  the  fires  and  alarms  for  the  month  of 
March,  as  follows: 

Hell  Alarms 40 

Still  Alarms 24 

Total 70 

Sent  down. 

HORSES    AND     CARRIAGES     USED     BY     HEADS  OF 
DEPARTMENTS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston,  Auditor's  Office,  I 
City  Hall,  April  11,  1887.  ( 

To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

In  obedience  to  the  order  approved  March  17. 
1887,  the  undersigned  would  respectfully  make 
the  following  statement  of  the  horses  and  car- 
riages used  by  the  heads  of  departments  and 
the  expenses  of  maintaining  the  same  during 
the  past  year : 

Department.        Horses.  Carriages.         Cost. 

Architect's 2  1       #1.300  47 

Board  of  Health 1  1             557  03 

Supt.  of  Bridges 1  (38  weeks)  1            220  78 

Engineer's 1  2            425  02 

Inspection  of  Build- 
ings  1  1             598  54 

Supt.  of  Lamps 2  2             532  15 

Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Buildings 1  1             542  82 

President  Board  of  Di- 
rectors Public  Insti- 
tutions  1  I             408  75 

Police  Commissioners.. 1  (from  March. 13 1  1  315  33 

Supt.  of  Common 1  1             4.61,11 

Fire  Department 2  2                        * 

Health       Department, 

superintendent 1  2 

Supt.  Paving  Depart- 
ment  1  1 

Supt.  Sewers 2  2 

*  No  separate  account  is  made  of  the  cost  of  the  horse 
and  carriage  used  by  the  head  of  this  department. 
Very  respectfully, 

James  H.  Dodge,  City  Auditor. 

Placed  on  file. 

edgestone  assessment. 

A  schedule  was  received  from  the  superin- 
tendent of  streets  of  the  cost  of  furnishing  and 
setting  edgestones  on  Marvin  street,  with  an 
order  that  one  half  the  sum  therein  mentioned 
be  charged  and  assessed  upon  the  owners  of  the 
adjoining  estates  as  their  proportional  part  of 
the  cost  thereof. 

Order  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 
water  pipes. 

Aid.  Carroli,  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Water,  on  the  petition  of  Robert 
Treat  Paine,  that  the  Water  Board  be  author- 
ized to  lay  water  pipes  in  Holly  street,  a  private 
way  that  is  below  the  established  grade  of  18 
feet  above  mean  low  water,  recommending  that 
the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw. 

Report  accepted.,.  Sent  down. 

SALE  OF  BAGGAGE. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  submitted  a  report  from  the 
special  committee  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  on 
the  petition  of  the  Fitehburg  Railroad  Com- 
pany, for  ieave  to  sell  at  public  auction  certain 
unclaimed  articles  of  baggage  remaining  in 
their  possession— That  they  have  examined  the 
articles  in  question,  and  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Fitehburg  Railroad  Com- 
pany be  authorized  to  sell  at  public,  auction, 
within  (JO  days  from  the  passage  of  this  order, 
and  alter  publication  of  the  time  and  place  of 
said  sale,  according  to  law,  all  the  articles  left 
and  remaining  unclaimed  at  the  passenger  sta- 
tion of  said  company  in  the  city  of  Boston. 


Report  accepted.  Order  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

STBA.M   ENGINES. 

Aid  Haynes  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Steam  Engines,  recommending  that 
leave  be  granted  Lorenzo  Richardson  to  locate 
and  use  a  steam  boiler  of  six  horse  power  for 
boiling  lobsters  at  53,  54.  Commercial  Wharf. 

Report  accepted,  and  it  was  voted  that  leave 
be  granted  on  Hie  usual  conditions. 

covered  channf;l  of  muddy  river. 

Aid  McLaughlin  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Public  Parks,  on  the  communi- 
cation of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  rela- 
tive to  the  defective  condition  of  the  covered 
channel  of  Muddy  river,  and  setting  forth  the 
necessity  for  an  appropriation  of  §26,500  to  repair 
the  same,  recommending'  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing order: 

Ordered,  That  the  city  engineer  be  authorized 
to  repair  the  covered  channel  of  Muddy  river, 
at  an  expense  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  $20,500, 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  public 
parks. 

Report  accepted,  and  the  question  came  upon 
suspension  of  the  rule  that  the  order  might  be 
put  upon  its  passage  at  this  time. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  would  like  to  know  if  this 
amount  comes  out  of  the  loan  which  was  nego- 
tiated for  public  park's,  or  where  it  comes  from':' 
I  don't  seem  to  understand  it  now. 

Aid.  N.  C  Smith— I  suppose  that  money  can 
betaken  from  the  regular  park  appropriation. 
The  Park  Commissioners  have  something  like 
a  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  or  more 
on  band  for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  the  de- 
partment. This  work  would  come  under  that 
rule,  and  the  commissioners  are  of  opinion  that 
if  this  order  is  passed,  they  would  have  au- 
thority to  use  that  money  for  this  purpose.  It  is 
a  tiling  that  will  have  to  be  done,  and  it  is  with- 
in the  province  of  that  department.  The  appro- 
priation they  have  is  for  the  general  purposes 
of  the  department,  and  they  will  have  a  right 
to  use  the  money  for  this  purpose.  It  has  noth- 
ing whatever  to  do  with  the  park  construction 
loan,  which  is  a  very  different  affair. 

Aid.  Allen— I  do  not  perceive,  by  the  auditor's 
monthly  exhibit,  which  was  submitted  on  the 
first  of  April,  that  there  are  any  funds  in  the 
hands  of  the  park  department  to  any  great  ex- 
tent, excepting  for  the  construction  account. 
There  is,  however,  an  appropriation,  which  is 
shown  in  page  G  of  the  document,  where  there 
is  a  balance  on  hand  to  the  credit  of  the  Muddy 
river  improvement,  and  I  would  like  to  raise  the 
question  whether  that  is  the  proper  place  to 
charge  it?  There  is  a  balance  on  hand  of  some- 
thing like  a  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  is  the  proper  account  to  which 
to  charge  this  expense.  But  the  Committee  on 
Parks  ought  co  know  more  about  it  than  I  do. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— The  Commissioners  on 
Public  Parks  have  asked  for  this  improvement 
and  felt  that  they  needed  special  legislation  by 
(be  city  government  to  enable  them  to  use  the 
money  for  that  purpose.  The  commissioners 
have  consulted  the  city  engineer,  and  between 
them  they  figure  that  it  will  cost  §26,500.  Prob- 
ably the  amount  of  money  left  from  the  Muddy 
river  improvement  is  not  for  this  particular 
purpose,  and  the  commissioners  feel  that  they 
need  special  authority  from  the  city  government 
to  liavetbis  work  done  and  the  expense  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  the  Park  Department. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  G.  W.  Smith  further  consid- 
eration of  the  order  was  specially  assigned  to 
the  next  meeting. 

STONY   BROOK. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Claims,  at  the  request  of 
the  city  solicitor,  have  considered  the  advisa- 
bility of  making  a  settlement  of  the  suit,  now 
pending  in  court,  of  Charles  A.  Whittier  and 
John  F.  Anderson,  for  damages  caused  by  the 
taking-  of  I  heir  land  on  Amory  street,  R  >xbury. 
and  diverting  the  channel  of  Stony  Brook  from 
their  nremises. 

Said  parties  were,  in  1880,  the  owners  of  about 
200,000  feet  of  land  between  Amory  street  and 
Stony  brook,  having  a  frontage  on  the  brook  of 
433  feet,  and  the  city  owned  the  land  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  brook,  between  the  said 
land  of  Whittier  &  Anderson  and  the  Boston  & 
Providence  railroad.    In  that  year  the  city  took 
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a  small  lot  of  the  Wliittier  land  and  changed 
the  course  of  Stony  brook,  carrying  it  away 
from  said  land,  through  the  land  of  the  city, 
thus  leaving  a  narrow  strip  of  land  between  the 
brook  and  the  Wliittier  land,  and  depriving 
Whittier  &  Anderson  of  their  rights  in  the 
brook,  as  it  left  them  a  frontage  of  only  about 
one  hundred  feet. 

The  committee  consider  that  it  will  be  an  ad- 
vantageous settlement  fur  all  parties  if  the  city 
conveys  the  strip  of  land  between  the  Whittier 
land  and  the  brook  to  Wliittier  &  Anderson, 
and  they  release  to  the  city  all  claims  for  dam- 
ages, and  to  carry  out  this  settlement,  which 
lias  been  agreed  to,  the  committee  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  hereby 
authorized,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  city, 
to  release  and  quitclaim  to  Charles  A.  Whit- 
tier and  John  F.  Anderson,  a  parcel  of 
land  bounded  and  described  as  follows,  namely : 
Beginning  at  a  point  in  the  thread  of  the 
former  channel  of  Stony  brook,  as  shown 
on  a  plan,  dated  April  15,  1880,  and  de- 
posited in  the  office  of  the  superintendent  of 
sewers,  which  point  is  distant  33  feet  southwest- 
wardly  from  land  now  or  late  of  Charles  B.  Wil- 
son and  others;  thence  running  southwest- 
wardly  by  land  described  in  City  Document  No. 
91  of  the  year  1880  as  taken  from  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, 304  feet ;  thence  turning  and  running  east- 
ward!}' and  northeastwardly  by  the  thread  of 
said  former  channel,  to  the  point  of  beginning ; 
together  with  the  right  of  free  access  to  said 
brook,  as  located  under  said  taking,  throughout 
so  much  of  its  course  as  lies  between  land  of  the 
trustees  of  the  grammar  school  in  the  easterly 
part  of  the  town  of  Roxbury  aud  said  land  of 
Wilson  and  others;  said  rights  to  be  exercised 
in  such  manner  as  not  to  injure  or  endanger  the 
wall  or  embankment  along  said  brook,  and  also 
the  right  to  use  the.  water  of  said  brook  in  such 
manner  as  not  to  obstruct  the  free  flow  thereof; 
in  consideration  of  said  Whittier  and  Anderson 
giving  to  the  city  a  release,  satisfactory  to  the 
city  solicitor,  of  all  claims  for  damages  on  ac- 
count of  the  taking  of  their  land,  described  on 
page  7  of  said  City  Document  91,  and  for  injuries 
to  their  adjoining  property  by  acts  of  the  city 
done  under  authority  of  Chapter  196  of  the  Acts 
of  1878. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

CLAIMS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims,  recommending  that  the  pe- 
titioners have  leave  to  withdraw  upon  the  fol- 
lowing petitions; 

Thalia  E.  Lewis,  for  compensation  for  personal 
injuries  received  by  reason  of  an  alleged  de- 
fect in  the  sidewalk  adjoining  the  Hotel  Lafay- 
ette, near  corner  of  Isabella  street  and  Colum- 
bus avenue,  Jan.  22,  1882. 

Sarah  Pascal,  to  be  compensated  for  personal 
injuries  received  by  falling  through  an  opening 
at  G8  Devens  street,  Charlestowu. 

Thomas  Carey,  to  be  compensated  for  dam- 
ages to  his  property,  caused  by  the  dam  on 
Stony  brook  m  West  Roxbury. 

Martin  Norton,  for  compensation  for  damages 
to  his  property,  caused  by  the  damming  of  Stony 
brook  at  Florence  street,  Ward  23. 

Reports  severally  accepted.    Sent  down, 

Also  a  report,  upon  the  petition  of  Charles  A. 
Hall  to  be  paid  the  balance  held  by  the  city 
from  the  sale  of  an  estate  on  Norfolk  street,  for 
unpaid  taxes,  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  city  treasurer  be  authorized 
to  pay  to  Charles  A.  Hall  the  sum  of  $75.60,  said 
amount  being  the  balance  remaining  from  the 
sale  of  an  estate  situated  on  Norfolk  street,  ami 
held  by  the  city  of  Boston  under  Chanter  12 
Section  35  of  the  Public  Statutes  and  Chapter 
162  of  the  Acts  of  1884. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.    Send  down. 


Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  orders  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers  (Aid.): 

Orders  of  notice  of  intention  to  take  into  con- 
sideration on  Monday  next  the  expediency  of 
constructing  common  sewers  in  Sycamore 
street,  between  Ashland  and  Hawthorne  streets. 
and  in  Minot  street,  between  Sheridan  and 
Adams  streets. 


Passed. 

Preamble  and  order  for  the  construction  of  a 
common  sewer  in  Carolina  avenue. 

Order  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Schedules  of  the  cost  of  constructing  common 
sewers  in  Cornwall  street,  Rockland  street  and 
Walnut  avenue;  Tremont  street,  between  Gu- 
nard  and  Cabot  streets;  Chelsea  street,  Devon- 
shire street,  Willard  street,  Western  avenue. 
Market  street,  Waverley  street,  Lincoln  street 
and  private  land,  with  orders  that  the  persons 
named  in  the  schedules  be  and  they  hereby  are 
charged  and  assessed  with  the  sums  set  to  their 
respective  names  as  their  proportional  part  of 
the  cost  thereof. 

Orders  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Report  on  the  order  that  the  employees  in  the 
Sewer  Department  be  allowed  their  car  fares 
when  employed  in  the  outlying  districts,  neces- 
sitating their  riding  to  and  from  their  work, 
that  there  is  no  action  necessary. 

Report  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  sewer  assessment  against 
the  estate  of  Margaret  Crilley,  on  Morris  street. 
East  Boston,  amounting  to  $20.03,  be  and  hereby 
is  abated  on  account  of  inability  to  pay. 

Ordered,  That  the  sewer  assessment  against 
the  estate  of  Mary  J.  Bagiey,  on  Moore  street, 
East  Boston,  amounting  to  $50.46,  be  and  hereby 
is  abated,  on  account  of  inability  to  pay. 

Orders  severally  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 

STABLES. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health  (Aid.),  recommending  that 
leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  conditions  to  oc- 
cupy stables  as  follows : 

Michael  Dolan,  proposed  wooden,  one  horse 
and  one  cow,  Washington  street,  Ward  23. 

W.  B.  Allen,  new  wooden,  one  horse,  Ashford 
street,  opposite  Chester  street,  Allston,  Ward  25. 

Thomas  F.  Scanlan,  old  wooden,  four  horses, 
Howard  street.  Highlands,  Ward  20 

Cornelius  Hurley,  old  wooden,  six  horses, 
Farnham  street,  corner  Reading  street,  Ward  20, 

Jenness  &  Glover,  old  wooden,  three  addi- 
tional horses,  Mather  street,  Nos.  24  and  26, 
Ward  24. 

Reports  severally  accepted,  and  leave  granted 
on  the  usual  conditions. 

REMOVAL  OF  TREES. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Common  (Aid.) : 

Report  recommending  that  P.  H.  Kerrigan 
have  leave  to  remove  a  tree  standing  in  front  of 
new  house  No.  188  Blue  Hill  avenue,  at  his  own 
expense,  under  direction  of  the  superintendent 
of  Common,  etc. 

Report  recommending  that  Francis  F.  Norton 
have  leave  to  remove  at  his  own  expense,  and 
under  the  direction  of  the  superintendent  of 
Common,  etc.,  a  horse-chestnut  tree  in  front  of 
his  estate  on  Chestnut  Hill  avenue,  Ward  25. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  and  leave  granted 
as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

BUILDING  ON   PUBLIC  GARDEN. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  a  report  from  the  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  on  the 
petition  of  the  Boston  Saeiety  of  Natural  His- 
tory, in  aid  of  the  petition  of  the  Massachusetts 
Horticultural  Society,  for  leave  to  erect  a  build- 
ing on  the  Public  Garden— That  no  further 
action  is  necessary  on  the  former  petition,  as  the 
latter  has  been  refused. 

Report  accepted.    Sent  down. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Aid.  CapEn  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Paving  (Aid.)  • 

Report  and  order  that  a.  license  be  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions  to  Mary  AVatermau,  owner 
of  estate  No.  13  Monument  square,  to  construct 
and  maintain  two  coal  holes  in  the  sidewalk  in 
front  of  her  said  estate 

Order  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Report  on  the  order  for  the  transfer  to  and  sab' 
by  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  of  a  small 
portion  of  the  yard  of  the  Paving  Department 
on  a  passageway  leading  from  Hereford  street 
on  the  Back  Bay,  recommending  its  passage. 

Report  accepted  and  said  order  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  on  motion  of  Aid. 
Capen. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
be  authorized  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones,  and 
pave  the  gutter  on  Linden  Park,  from  Gay  to 
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Elmwood  streets,  one  half  the  expense  of  fur- 
nishing' and  setting-  said  edgestones  to  be  as- 
sessed on  the  abutting  estates. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

WIDENING   OF  EMERSON  STREET. 

Aid.  Bromwich  offered  an  order— That  the 
Hoard  of  Street  Commissioners  be,  and  they 
hereby  are,  requested  to  report  to  the  City 
Council  what,  in  their  opinion,  would  be  the 
expense  of  widening  Emerson  street,  at  South 
Boston,  from  Broadway  to  K  street. 

Passed.    Set  down. 

GRAMMAR  SCHOOL,   SOUTH  BOSTON. 

Aid.  Bromwich  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations  be  requested  to 
include  in  the  appropriation  bill  they  report  the 
sum  of  $35,000  as  an  additional  appropriation  for 
a  site  and  building  for  a  new  grammar  school. 
South  Boston. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

CARRIAGE  STAND. 

Aid.  Bromwich  offered  an  order— That  the 
Board  of  Police  be  requested  to  grant  a  license 
to  M.  C.  Clark  to  maintain  a  stand  for  two  hack- 
ney carriages  in  front  of  his  hotel,  577  and  579 
Washington  street. 

Passed. 

REQUEST  TO   TRIM  TREE. 

Aid.  Bromwich  offered  an  order— That  the 
superintendent  of  Common,  etc.,  be  requested 
to  trim  the  tree  in  front  of  premises  723  and  725 
Fourth  street,  South  Boston. 

Passed. 

INSPECTION  OF  BUILDINGS. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  De- 
partment for  the  Inspection  of  Buildings : 

Report  and  order  that  the  inspector  of  build- 
ings be  authorized  to  issue  a  permit  to  Abijah 
Blanchard  to  build,  outside  the  building  limits, 
a  wooden  addition  to  building  No.  5  Call  street, 
Ward  5,  in  excess  of  size  allowed,  and  without 
the  construction  of  a  brick  wall  as  required  by 
the  ordinances,  and  in  accordance  with  an  ap- 
plication on  file  in  the  Department  for  the  In- 
spection of  Buildings,  said  addition  to  be  occu- 
pied for  a  carriage  house,  main  building  occu- 
pied as  a  stable. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

PROPOSED  AMENDMENT  OF  RULES. 

Aid.  Haynes  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  rules  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men be  hereby  amended  by  striking  out  of  Rule 
23  the  words  "steam-engines  and  furnaces." 

Ordered,  That  all  applications  for  licenses  to 
erect  and  use  steam-engines,  furnaces  and 
boilers  be  referred  to  the  inspector  of  buildings, 
who  shall  investigate  the  same  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Aid.  Haynes  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule 
that  the  orders  might  be  put  upon  their  passage 
at  this  time. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Lee  the  orders  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Rules  ol  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen. 

bay  window. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Inspection  of  Buildings  (Aid.), 
recommending  that  the  petitioner  have  leave 
to  withdraw  upon  the  following;  petition : 

William  S.  Butler  &  Co..  for  leave  to  project 
a  bay  window  from  building  90-98  Tremont 
street,  Ward  10. 

Accepted. 

LAND  DAMAGES. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  orders  to  pay  for  land 
taken  and  all  damages  occasioned  by  the  lay- 
ing out  of  Sackville  (formerly  Webster)  street, 
atCharlestown,  and  by  grading  said  street  to 
the  grade  established  therefor,  as  follows: 

AVilliam  C.  Gould,  $2500. 

William  Shannahan,  $100. 

Orders  severally  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 

toll  on  east  boston  ferries. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  tne  tariff  of  tolls  for  foot  pas- 
sengers and  teams  upon  the  East  Boston  ferries 
be  amended  and  established  as  follows,  to  take 
effect  on  and  after  May  1, 1887: 


Foot  Passengers. 

Foot  passengers,  each,  1  cent. 

A  package  of  10  or  more  tickets,  M>  cent  for 
each  ticket. 

Light  Vehicles. 

Pleasure  carriages,  drawn  by  one  horse,  with 
not  more  than  two  persons  and  driver,  20  tickets 
for  50  cents. 

With  two  horses,  and  not  more  than  four  per- 
sons and  driver,  20  tickets  for  $1. 

With  three  horses,  and  not  more  than  six  per- 
sons and  driver,  8  cents. 

With  four  horses,  and  not  more  than  eight 
persons  and  driver,  10  cents. 

For  every  additional  passenger,  1  cent  each. 

All  light  carriages,  without  horse,  2  cents. 

All  heavy  carriages,  without  horses,  4  cents. 

Funeral  cars  and  processions  pass  free  of  tolls. 
Teams. 

Carts  and  wagons  drawn  by  one  horse,  and 
weighing  not  more  than  4000  pounds,  exclusive 
of  horse  and  vehicle,  4  cents,  or  packages  of  16 
tickets  for  50  cents. 

With  two  horses,  and  weighing  not  more  than 
8000  pounds,  8  cents,  or  packages  of  16  tickets 
for  $1. 

With  three  horses,  and  weighing-  not  more 
12,000  pounds,  10  cents,  or  packages  of  18  tickets 
for  $1. 50. 

With  four  horses,  and  weighing  not  more  than 
16,000  pounds,  13  cents,  or  packages  of  20  tickets 
for  $2. 

Trucks  and  Caravans. 

Drawn  by  one  horse,  and  weighing  not  more 
than  4000  pounds,  7  cents. 

Drawn  by  two  horses,  and  weighing  not  more 
than  8000  pounds,  10  cents. 

Drawn  by  three  horses,  and  weighing  not  more 
than  12,000  pounds,  15  cents. 

Drawn  by  four  horses,  and  weighing  not  more 
than  16,000  pounds,  20  cents. 

Drag  Wheels. 

Drawn  by  one  or  two  horses,  and  weighing  not 
more  than  8000  pounds,  loaded,  15  cents;  not 
loaded,  7  cents. 

Drawn  by  three  horses,  and  weighing  not 
more  than  12,000  pounds,  loaded,  20  cents ;  not 
loaded,  10  cents. 

Drawn  by  four  horses,  and  weighing  not  more 
than  16,000  pounds,  loaded,  30  cents;  not  loaded, 
15  cents. 

No  load  weighing  more  than  16,000  pounds  al- 
lowed to  pass  over  the  ferry,  unless  by  special 
permit  from  the  superintendent. 

Ox-teams  the  same  as  horse-teams ;  one  driver 
allowed  to  each  team. 

Teams  to  be  weighed  when  required  by  the 
superintendent. 

The  scale  of  weights  will  be  strictly  adhered 
to ;  and  loads  weighing  more  than  the  specified 
amount  maybe  prohibited  from  passing  over 
the  ferry. 

Horses  or  oxen  not  allowed  to  be  detached 
from  the  vehicle  and  paid  for  separately. 

Each  additional  horse,  in  a  carriage  or  team  of 
any  description,  two  cents. 

A  horse  with  a  rider  or  leader,  two  cents. 

A  man  with  a  hand-cait  or  wheelbarro., ,  one 
cent. 

Horses  or  oxen  not  belonging  to  teams,  each 
one  cent. 

Swine,  sheep  or  goats,  per  dozen,  five  cents. 

Other  cattle  each  two  cents. 

Baggage. 

Each  and  every  barrel,  not  in  a  vehicle,  one 
cent. 

Each  and  every  half  barrel,  not  in  a  vehicle, 
one  cent. 

All  other  articles  in  proportion. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  move  to  assign  to  the  next 
meeting,  and  that  the  order  be  printed  as  a  city 
document,  and  that  the  present  rates  be  printed 
also,  so  that  the  members  of  the  Board  may  see 
that  it  is  a  reduction  of  about  one  half  the  tol  Is. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  would  like  to  ask  if  that 
should  not  go  to  a  committee? 

Aid.  Sullivan— The  Board  of  Aldermen  have 
all  the  power  in  relation  to  tolls  on  the  East 
Boston  ferries,  and  there  is  no  necessity  for  ref- 
enenee  to  any  committee.  On  page  41.  Sec.  7 
says: 

"The  said  Board  of  Aldermen  shall  have  power 
at  all  times,  notwithstanding  any  of  the  provi- 
sions of  this  act,  or  anything  done  by  said  city  in 
pursuaHce  thereof,  to  levy  and  collect  such  rates 


352 


B  O  A  R  E>     OF     ALDERMEN 


of  ferriage  as  they  shall  judge  expedient,  for 
and  upon  all  teams  and  vehicles  passing  over 
said  ferry  to  or  from  any  place  beyond  the  limits 
of  said  city." 

And  in  Section  5  there  is  a  clause  which  says 
the  ferries  may  be  maintained  and  operated  "at 
such  more  reduced  rates  of  ferriage  as  the  said 
Board  of  Aldermen  may  from  time  to  time 
judge  expedient  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in 
the  first  section  of  this  act."  This  is  Chapter 
1C6  of  the  Statutes  of  18G9. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  hope  it  will  be  referred  as 
well  as  printed. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  have  no  objection  to  the 
order  going  to  the  Committee  on  East  Boston 
Ferries  on  the  part  of  this  Board,  as  the  Com- 
mon Council  have  no  jurisdiction  in  the  matter. 

Aid.  Carroll— It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  a 
matter  which  can  be  referred  to,  and  can  have 
no  more  intelligent  committee  to  discuss  and 
consider  it  than  the  members  of  this  Board  if 
we  have  the  full  power  to  act.  It  is  a  matter 
that  this  Board  of  Aldermen  are  on  record  as  in 
favor  of,  because  we  have  voted  in  favor  of  free 
ferries.  If  we  were  justified  in  the  position  we 
then  took,  it  seems  to  me  we  will  be  justified  in 
having  an  order  passed  to  reduce  the  tolls.  It 
is  something  that  is  demanded  by  the  people  of 
East  Boston,  and  for  one  I  am  willing  to  assist, 
them  by  my  voice  and  vote  in  getting  what 
they  ask  for.  I  do  not  see  the  necessity  of  re- 
ferring the  matter  for  delay.  If  it  is  going  to 
hasten  the  matter  of  reducing  the  tolls  I  would 
favor  the  reference. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  withdraw  the  motion  for  a 
reference. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  do  not  desire  to  spring  any 
matter  upon  this  Board.  I  intended  to  give 
every  member  an  opportunity  to  look  into  the 
matter  and  made  the  motion  to  assign.  I  will 
now  withdraw  that  part  of  the  motion  which 
requires  it  to  be  printed  as  a  city  document,  and 
simply  ask  that  it  be  printed. 

Aid.  Haynes— I  understand  that  the  present 
and  proposed  rates  are  to  be  printed  in  parallel 
columns? 

The  Chairman— Yes,  sir. 

The  motion  to  assign  and  print  prevailed. 

LICENSES. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  recommending  that 
minors'  licenses  be  granted  to  nine  newsboys 
and  two  bootblacks. 

Reports  accepted,  and  it  was  voted  that  leave 
be  granted  on  the  usual  conditions. 

PROPOSED  NEW  CAMBRIDGE  BRIDGE. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Legislative  Matters  be  requested 
to  appear  before  the  Legislature  and  oppose  any 
legislation  in  regard  lo  the  proposed  new  bridge 
from  Boston  to  Cambridge,  making  it  compul- 
sory upon  said  cities  to  build  said  bridge. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  on  motion  of  Aid. 
N.  G.  Smith  ;  the  order  was  read  a  second  time, 
and  the  question  came  on  its  passage. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— As  chairman  of  the  Joint 
Special  Committee  on  Cambridge  Bridge,  I  feel 
it  my  duty  to  report  to  this  Board  as  often  as 
possible  the  progress  of  that  matter,  and  in 
order  to  make  myself  clear,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  go  back  a  year  or  two.  In  1884  this  matter 
came  fairly  and  squarely  before  the  city  gov- 
ernment. Three  orders  were  recommended  by 
the  joint  special  committee  of  that  year.  One 
of  the  orders  was  for  the  purpose  of  accepting 
the  plans,  another  to  borrow  money,  and  a  third 
to  construct  the  bridge.  Those  orders  passed 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  failed  in  the  Coun- 
cil. Last  year  another  committee  was  appoint- 
ed, the  same  matter  was  referred  to  them,  and 
the  committee  have  given  a  hearing  and  made 
two  reports,— a  minority  and  majority  report. 
The  majority  report  recommended  three  orders 
similar  to  those  of  the  year  before;  the  minor- 
ity report  was  opposed  to  it.  The  whole  matter 
of  that  year  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  and  it  died  in  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance  during  the  year.  After 
that  bad  got  before  the  Committee  on  Finance 
of  that  year  a  good  deal  of  pressure  was  brought 
to  bear  on  members  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance urging  the  importance  of  immediate 
legislation  in  the  matter,  ai  d  if  the  pressure 
brought  to  bear  on  other  members  of  the  com- 
mittee was  equal  to  what  I  experienced  it  would 
have  been  enough  to  have  pushed  any  ordinary 
matter  very  rapidly.    As  it  was,  however,  there 


was  no  member  of  the  committee  I  am  aware  of 
who  took  any  special  interest  in  the  matter,  and 
the  feeling  of  the  committee  was  that  there 
were  one  hundred  and  one  things  of  vastly  more 
importance  to  the  city  of  Boston  than  that  pro- 
ject. There  was  no  pressure  brought  to  bear  on 
the  committee  by  any  persons  other  than  the 
people  of  Cambridge  and  a  few  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton immediately  interested  in  the  matter. 
Therefore  the  matter  died  in  the  committee  of 
that  year.  This  year  it  came  up  again  and 
was  referred  to  the  same  committee.  I  had 
the  honor  to  be  the  chairman  of  that  same 
committee  last  year  and  am  so  this  year.  I  was 
approached  by  the  counsel  for  the  bridge,  who 
asked  if  the  committee  would  be  willing  to 
recommend  the  passage  of  certain  orders.  The 
committee  was  called  together,  the  subject  was 
broached  to  them,  and  the  committee  adjourned 
in  order  that  they  might  confer  with  the  com- 
mittee en  the  part  of  Cambridge.  At  a  subse- 
quent meeting  the  mayor  of  Cambridge  and  his 
committee  were  present,  and  it  was  suggested 
that  the  order  be  put  into  the  Board  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  an  order  concurring 
with  the  city  of  Cambridge  in  recommending 
the  acceptance  of  the  plans  (Jrawn  by  our  city 
engineer,— I  think  it  was  in  1884.  It  was  also 
suggested  to  that  committee  that  His  Honor  the 
Mayor  be  requested  to  unite  with  the  people  of 
Cambridge  in  urging  the  matter  before  the 
Legislature.  That  is  as  the  committee  under- 
stood it,  that  His  Honor  the  Mayor  would  urge 
that  the  city  of  Boston  be  allowed  to  bor- 
row outside  of  the  borrowing  limit  for 
the  purpose  '  of  constructing-  the  bridge. 
That  was  |as  far  as  the  committee  understood 
the  matter  was  logo;  that  the  city  of  Boston 
was  not  to  be  compromised  in  any  way,  and  that 
these  were  simply  preliminary  orders  that  had 
no  effect  whatever  on  the  construction  of  the 
bridge.  The  Cambridge  committee  were  in 
favor  of  recommending  that  the  city  of  Boston 
pay  half  the  bills.  That  was  objected  to  by 
members  of  the  committee,  and  the  only  orders 
passed  were  those  introduced  several  meetings 
since  in  the  Board  and  which  passed  the  Board. 
One,  as  I  said  before,  was  for  the  acceptance  of 
the  plans ;  another  was  requesting  the  mayor  to 
join  the  petitioners  in  the  matter  of  legislation, 
for  the  purpose  of  borrowing  money  outside  of 
the  borrowing  limit.  Those  orders  passed  this 
Board,  but  were  referred  back  to  the  committee 
by  the  Council.  Almost  immediately  after 
those  orders  bad  been  offered  m  the 
Board,  I  discovered  to  my  surprise  in 
one  of  the  evening  papers  an  act  drawn 
by  Cambridge  people  which  was,  as  near  as 
I  can  recollect,  to  this  effect;  I  am  sorry 
I  haven't  the  order  with  me — that  the  two  cities 
shall  be  commanded  to  build  that  bridge  and 
that  each  side  shall  pay  for  one-half  of  it,  and 
that  in  case  either  side  does  not  comply  with 
this  act  in  thirty  days,  then  the  other  city  shall 
go  on  and  complete  the  bridge,  and  the  city  re- 
fusing to  comply  shall  be  compelled  to  pay  one- 
half  of  it.  That  order  was  before  the  Committee 
on  Harbors  and  Lands  when  it  strikes  me  it 
ought  to  have  gone  before  the  Committee  on 
Cities ;  that  is  the  proper  place  for  it.  This  com- 
mittee gave  a  hearing,  and  parties  in  interest — 
citizens  of  Cambridge  and  a  few  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton who  represented  large  real  estate  interests- 
appeared  at  that  hearing  and  held  to  the  ground 
of  the  absolute  necessity  of  this  bridge.  There  was 
no  remonstrance  on  the  part  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton. Almost  the  day  afterwards  anothermeeting 
was  called,  and  it  was  called  so  early  and  with 
so  little  notice  that  few  people  seemed  to  know 
of  it,  and  the  hearing  was  closed,  It  was 
left  to  certain  parties  to  draw  a  bill  that  would 
be  acceptable  to  both  cities,  and  the  bill  that 
has  been  drawn  and  which,  I  am  told,  is  the  one 
that  will  be  satisfactory  to  the  powers  that  be. 
is  one  I  have  here,  which  is  to  this  effect,  that 
"the  mayor  of  the  city  of  Boston  and  the  mayor 
of  the  city  of  Cambridge,  and  one  discreet  per- 
son to  he  appointed  by  them,  shall  constitute  a 
Board  of  Commissioners,  and  said  board  is  here- 
by authorized  and  required  to  construct  the 
bridge'  and  avenue  across  Charles  river,  between 
West  Chester  Park,  in  Boston,  and  Front  street, 
.  extended,  in  Cambridge,  substantially  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  plans  prepared  by  the  city 
engineer  of  the  city  of  Boston,  dated  l)ecember, 
1884,  and  approved  by  the  City  Councils  of  said 
cities,  and  in  accordance  with  Chapter  155  of  the 
Acts  of  1882,  and  Chapter  129  of  the  Acts  of  1885, 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  city  to  raise  and 
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upon  the  requisition  of  said  board  to  pay  one 
half  of  the  expenses  incurred  in  hnildmg  said 
bridge  and  avenue  between  the  harbor  lines,  in- 
cluding the  draw  and  draw  piers." 

And  then  Section  2  is  that  "the  city  of  Boston, 
in  order  to  defray  its  share  of  the  cost  of  build- 
ing said  bridge,  is  authorized  to  issue  a  loan  in 
excess  of  the  limit  prescribed  by  law,  not  ex- 
ceeding $250,000." 

Section  3  reads  that  "Said  Commissioners, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Boards  of  Aldermen 
of  the  two  cities,  and  of  the  Board  of  Harbor 
and  Band  Commissioners,  and  subject  to  the 
requirements  of  Chapter  155,  of  the  Acts  of 
1882,  may  change,  alter,  and  modify  the  plans  of 
said  bridge." 

Now  it  strikes  me  that  this  is  one  of  t'.ie  most 
unprecedented  things  that  ever  has  been  brought 
to  our  attention.  We  have  had  legislation  of 
this  compulsory  character  in  only  one  or  two 
rare  instances.  The  only  ones  which  I  recollect, 
or  the  one  which  I  recollect  in  particular,  is  for 
the  appointment  of  a  Board  of  Police  Commis- 
sioners. All  other  legislation  has  been  of  an 
entirely  different  character — permissive.  The 
city  of  Boston  has  been  permitted,  if  it  desires, 
to  do  certain  things.  But  in  this  case  the  city 
of  Boston  has  nothing  to  say  in  the  matter,  and 
I  am  told  the  city  government  has  no  business 
to  say  anything  in  this  matter,  that  they  have 
spent  all  the  money  that  they  have  the  right  to 
borrow,  and  this  is  the  taxpayers'  money  they 
are  spending  now,  and  it  is  none  of  the  city 
government's  business,— it  is  the  people's  busi- 
ness !  Now,  if  it  is  the  people's  business,  and 
we  don't  represent  the  people,  certainly  the 
people  should  be  allowed  to  represent  them- 
selves, and  the  bill  should  be  submitted  to  their 
judgment.  But  no ;  it  is  the  desire  of  the  people 
who  have  framed  tins  thing  and  who  are  Cam- 
bridge people.  It  is  bad  enough  for  the  city  of 
Boston  to  be  governed  by  the  Legislature ;  now 
it  is  proposed  that  the  city  of  Cambridge  come 
over  and  govern  the  city  of  Boston.  AVe  are  told 
that  the  city  of  Cambridge  know  what  we  want 
better  than  we  know  ourselves,  and  they  come 
over  here  commanding  us  to  build  the  bridge  in 
order  to  boom  their  real  estate  over  there.  Now 
this  bill  may  be  a  good  thing.  I  am  told  by  peo- 
ple over  there  that  I  am  on  record  as  in  favor  of 
the  bridge ;  I  am,  as  far  back  as  1852,  when  I  was 
green  enough  to  believe  that  this  was  a  square 
deal,  something  needed  between  the  two  cities, 
but  the  deeper  I  get  into  this  thing  the  more  I 
am  opposed  to  it.  I  don't  believe  the  citizens  of 
Boston  care  two  cents  for  the  bridge.  There  are 
four  or  live  bridges  now  between  the  cities,  and 
none  of  them  is  used  to  any  great  extent.  There 
is  a  bridge  within  half  a  mile  of  this  proposed 
one,  which  I  don't  think  was  ever  crowded,  and 
it  is  about  as  near  to  Cambridge  as  this  one  will 
be.  But  these  people  are  so  anxious  to  cover 
these  fiats  and  turn  them  into  dollars  and  cents 
that  they  cannot  wait  for  the  city  of  Boston  to 
act  in  the  matter.  They  go  to  the  Legislature 
and  ask  that  body  to  comnel  the  city  of  Boston 
to  build  the  bridge,  and  give  them  30  days  to 
commence  it  in.  If  not  commenced  in  30  days 
they  propose  to  build  it  and  make  the  city  of 
Boston  pay  half  the  bills.  That  may  be  a  bene- 
fit to  the  city  of  Boston,  and  I  am  told  it  is  a 
great  benefit.  It  certainly;  is  a  benefit  to  the 
city  of  Cambridge— there  is  no  question  about 
that,  and  it  is  so  great  a  benefit  that  the 
whole  city  government  and  the  whole  peo- 
ple of  Cambridge  are  constantly  pushing  it, 
and  have  been  for  the  last  five  or  six  years. 
Now  they  would  be  willing,  in  my  judgment,  to 
pay  the  largest  portion  of  this,  as  they  ought  to 
do.  They  say  I  am  wrong  when  i  say  this  is 
unprecedented.  I  have  a  letter  here  from 
their  counsel,  who  says  my  reasons  are  not 
tenable  at  all,  that  all  things  of  this  kind  have 
been  done  in  this  way,  requiring  a  city  to  do 
certain  things,  and  he  refers  me  to  a  lot  of  sec- 
tions from  1886  back  to  1876,  referring  to  bridges. 
There  isn't  a  single  one  of  them  that  has  any- 
thing to  do  with  this  bridge.  The  first  is  Chap- 
ter 25,  Section  1,  in  which  the  city  of  Lawrence 
is  authorized  and  required  to  maintain  and 
keep  in  good  repair  a  certain  bridge.  Then 
there  is  another  one  in  1886,  in  which  the  towns 
of  Edgartown  and  Cottage  City  are  required  to 
support,  maintain  and  repair  a  bridge.  Then 
there  is  one  in  1885,  where  "the  cost  of  maintain- 
ing and  repairing  said  bridge,"  etc.,  and 
then  another  one  in  which  the  town  of  Glouces- 
ter and  county  of  Essex  are  required  to  main- 
tain a  bridge.    Then  one  in  1882  requiring  the 


County  Commissioners  for  the  county  of  Essex 
to  reconstruct  abridge,  and  the  town  of  Brain- 
tree  is  directed  to  rebuild  a  bridge,  and  in  1882 
the  County  Commissioners  for  the  county  of 
Essex  are  authorized  and  required  in  two  years 
to  reconstruct  a  draw.  Then  there  are  chapters 
in  1881, 1882, 1878  and  1876,  but  there  is  not  a  single 
one,  and  I  do  not  believe  there  is  one 
in  the  statute  book  where  two  cities 
have  been  commanded  to  build  a  bridge 
where  the  only  necessity  for  it  was  to 
boom  a  piece  of  property.  Now  I  haven't  any 
objection  to  the  Permissive  bill  being  passed  by 
the  Legislature.  What  I  object  to  is  the  mand- 
atory passage  in  that  bill,  that  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton shall  be  commanded  to  build  that  bridge.  I 
am  perfectly  willing  to  leave  it  in  this  way,  and 
this  is  as  it  ought  to  be  left,  in  my  judgment, 
that  the  two  cities  may  lie  permitted  to  build  a 
bridge.  They  already  have  that  authority,  and 
that  would  be  unnecessary,  but  that  the  city  of 
Boston  may  be  permitted  to  borrow  money  out- 
side of  the  legal  limit  of  indebtedness  to  pay 
her  portion  of  the  construction  of  this  bridge, 
and  that  all  the  detail  of  it  shall  be  left  to  the 
two  cities,  If  the  two  governments  agree  that 
each  shall  pay  half,  that  is  all  right,  and  if  the 
city  of  Boston  thinks  the  city  of  Cambridge 
should  pay  two  thirds,  I  think  that  is  correct 
too,  but  all  the  details  should  be  left  to  the  two 
cities,  and  we  certainly  shouldn't  be  compelled 
to  do  what  the  little  neighboring  city  of  Cam- 
bridge, of  about  one  twelfth  of  our  size, 
wants  us  to  do,  thinking  that  they  know 
more  about  our  wants  than  we  do  ourselves. 
Why,  if  this  thing  is  permitted  to  go  on, 
the  next  thing  we  know  we  will  have  all 
the  little  neighboring  towns  wanting  to 
come  in  and  legislate  for  the  city  of  Boston. 
I  for  one  believe  that  the  city  of  Boston  knows 
what  it  wants,  and  I  believe  that  the  city  gov- 
ernment of  Boston  knows  what  the  people  want. 
When  this  matter  is  brought  before  them,  if 
they  think  it  is  a  good  thing  for  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton they  will  recommend  and  pass  it.  There 
are  lots  of  parallel  cases  of  this  kind,  where 
bridges  have  been  built  between  two  cities  by 
agreement,  and  where  one  city  experienced  a 
greater  advantage  from  the  bridge  than  the 
other  city,  and  that  city  experiencing  the 
greater  advantage  was  willing  to  pay  more  than 
one  half  the  cost  of  construction.  For  instance, 
the  large  bridge  between  the  cities  of  New  York 
and  Brooklyn  was  built  in  that  way,  and  it  was 
agreed  that  Brooklyn  should  pay  two  thirds  of 
the  cost,  which  was  a  very  large  sum.  That 
bridge  cost  $15,000,000,  and  the  city  of  Brooklyn 
paid  $10,000,000  of  it,  and  New  York  is  many 
times  larger  in  wealth  and  population  than 
Brooklyn.  They  say  in  Brooklyn  that  it  was 
one  of  the  best  investments  the  city  ever  made. 
I  ha  e  no  doubt  that  this  bridge  would  be  one  of 
the  best  things  the  city  of  Cambridge  ever  invest- 
ed in,  to  connect  itself  with  Boston— and  not  the 
best  part  of  the  city  of  Cambridge  by  any  means ; 
the  manufacturing  part,  not  the  residential 
part,  and  connecting  the  greater  part  of  the  city 
directly  with  our  public  park  system,  which  has 
cost  us  millions  of  money.  It  will  be  one  of  the 
greatest  benefits  the  city  of  Cambridge  has 
ever  experienced.  The  people  there  can  come 
right  straight  across  into  our  park  system.  Thev 
may  turn  some  traffic  into  it.  The  bridge  may 
help  a  few  streets  in  the  city  of  Boston,  but  I  do 
not  believe  there  is  any  property  in  Boston'  that 
will  be  benefited  one  iota  by  this  bridge,  and 
certainly  it  will  be  a  direct  benefit  to  a  large 
amount  of  property  in  Cambridge.  I  have  of- 
fered this  order  in  order  that  the  Legislature 
may  understand  how  the  city  government  of 
Boston  feel  in  the  matter,  and  that  we  do  not 
want  compulsory  legislation,  and  all  that  we  do 
want  is  to  be  permitted,  if  we  Jdesire  it,  to  bor- 
row money,  outside  of  the  debt  limit,  for  the 
construction  of  this  bridge. 
The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

LICENSES     FOR     BLASTING. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  an  order— That  the  several 
captains  of  police  in  this  city  be  and  they  are 
herebv  authorized  to  issue  licenses  for  blasting 
in  their  respective  districts,  upon  such  terms 
and  conditions  as  they  may  deem  expedient,  as 
provided  in  Chapter  201  of  the  Acts  of  the  year 
186S. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Aid.  N.  G.  Smith,  at 
6.08  P.M. 


COMMON     COUNCIL 


354 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings   of    the   Common    Council. 


Thursday,  April  14, 1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  at 
7.30  P.  M.,  President  Barry  in  the  chair. 

By  direction  of  the  President  the  roll  was 
called  with  the  following  result  : 

Present— Barry.  Bowman.  Burr,  Cochran,  Des- 
mond. Dewey,  Duggan,  Fisher,  Foss,  Fottier, 
Fowler,  Frost,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Hayes, 
Kelley',  Ladd,  Lattimore,  Lauten.  Leary.  Light. 
McKenna,  McNary.  F.  Morison.  J.  Murphy,  J.  J. 
Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Reilly,  Richards, 
Snow,  E.  Sulliyan,  J.  H.  Sullivan.  R.  Sullivan, 
Sundberg.  Teevens,  Tracy,  Tuttle,  Webster, 
Whitmore,  Wilson— 40. 

Absent— Atwood,  Blume,  Carroll,  Carsteiisen. 
Chamberlain,  Clark,  Coleman,  Connolly,  Coyle. 
Davem,  Dolan,  Dunn,  J.  Gallagher.  Haggerty, 
Harrington,  Keliher,  Kennedy ,_  Mahoney,  Mc- 
Enanev,  F.  R.  Morrison.  Norton,  Nunan. 
O'Mealey.  Perkins,  Perry,  C.  C.  Powers,  E.  J. 
Powers,  Sanger,  Shaw,  Short,  Thayer,  Whall— 
32. 

MEMORIAL  DAT. 

Mr.  Foss  offered  an  order— That  there  be  al- 
lowed and  paid  to  the  commander  of  each  post 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  located  in 
Boston,  the  sum  of  §300,  to  be  used  in  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Memorial  day,  or  in  relief -of  the 
families  of  deceased  or  disabled  soldiers  or  sail- 
ors, said  sums  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  celebrations,  when  made. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Foss,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

SALARIES  OF  DEPUTY  SEALERS. 

Mr.  Foss  offered  the  following: 
An  Ordinance 
To  amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised    Ordinances 

of  1885. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1885  is  hereby  amended  in  the  clause  estab- 
lishing the  salaries  of  the  deputy  sealers  of 
weights  and  measures  by  striking  out  the  word 
"four,"  and  inserting  the  word  "eight"  in  place 
thereof. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Foss,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances. 

CHARLESTOWN  PUBLIC  GROUXD. 

Mr.  Reilly  offered  an  order— That  the  super- 
intendent of  Common  and  public  grounds  be  in- 
structed to  have  sodded  the  triangular  piece  of 
land,  containing  about  3000  feet,  known  as  the 
public  groimd  on  AVarren  avenue,  Water  street, 
and  Charles  River  avenue  in  the  Charlestown 
district. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Reilly,  to  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Common,  etc. 

SESSIONS  OF  THE  DOOMING  BOARD. 

Mr.  Burr  offered  an  order — That  the  city 
messenger  be  directed  to  open  the  Common 
Council  chamber  and  the  ante-room  on  the  east- 
arly  side  thereof  for  the  Board  of  Assessors  at 
such  times,  when  the  Common  Council  is  not  in 
session,  as  said  board  may  desire  to  use  said 
rooms  for  holding  its  sessions  of  the  present 
year. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  would  move  to  amend  by 
saying  "at  such  hours  as  the  other  offices  in  City 
Hall  are  open,"  so  it  shall  not  be  necessary  to 
keep  open  in  the  evening.  The  ordinance  pro- 
vides that  office  hours  are  from  9  to  5;  and 
though  I  don't  imagine  they  would  be  here  later 
than  5,  still  we  might  as  well  have  our  orders  in 
accordance  with  the  ordinance. 

The  amendment  was  adopted  and  the  order 
was  passed  as  amended.  Mi-.  Burr  moved  to  re- 
consider; lost. 

free  concerts. 

Mr.  Lauten  offered  an  order— That  the  city 
messenger,  under  the  direction  of  His  Honor  the 
Mayor,  he  authorized  to  arrange  for  furnishing 
concerts  on  the  Common  and  other  public 
squares  during  the  coming  summer  months,  and 
to  expend  for  such  purpose  the  sum  of  S3000. 


Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lauten,  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

proposed  street  extensions  in  south  bos- 
ton. 

Mr.  McNary  offered  an  order— That  the  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners  be  requested  to  prepare 
plans  and  estimates  of  the  cost  of  lajnng  out  and 
extension  of  Alger  street  to  Dorchester  street ; 
of  the  laying  out  of  a  new  street  parallel  with 
the  Old  Colony  railroad  tracks  from  Dorchester 
avenue  to  Dorchester  street,  and  of  the  exten- 
sion of  Preble  street  across  the  tracks  of  the  Old 
Colony  railroad  to  Lowland  street. 

Specially  assigned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McNary, 
to  8.30  P.M. 

Later  in  the  session  the  order  was  called  up  by 
Mr.  McNary,  who  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

"Of  laying  out  and  extension  of  Tuckerman 
street  to  Alger  street,  and  of  Short  street  to 
Alger  street." 

The  amendment  was  adopted  and  the  order  as 
amended  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McNary,  re- 
ferred to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

sewer  department. 

The  annual  report  (City  Doc.  69)  of  the  super- 
intendent of  sewers  for  1886,  was  received  and 
sent  up. 

petitions. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  desire  to  present  two  peti- 
tions in  regard  to  a  matter  which  conies  up 
later.  I  present  them  now  in  order  that  they 
may  be  duly  entered  and  included  in  the  record, 
and  I  will  refer  to  them  later.  The  subject  I 
refer  to  is  in  regard  to  the  report  of  a  committee 
which  comes  considerably  later,  and  possibly 
might  not  be  reached.  I  will  not  ask  to  have 
the  petitions  read  now,  hut  that  they  be  placed 
on  hie,  to  be  called  up  when  the  order  is 
reached. 

The  Clerk— Mr.  Whitmore  presents  the  peti- 
tion of  T.  W.  Lawson  and  also  the  petition  of 
Robert  Treat  Paine,  severally  asking  for  a  re- 
hearing on  their  petitions  that  the  Water  Board 
be  authorized  to  lay  water  pipes  in  Holly  street. 

The  petitions  were  placed  on  file. 

The  petitions  were  as  follows : 
To  the  Honorable  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston. 

Respectfully  petitions  the  undersigned  that  he 
may  have  a  rehearing'  of  his  petition  that  the 
Water  Board  have  leave  to  lay  a  pipe  on  Holly 
street  below  the  grade  of  is,  so  called,  and  also 
that  the  ordinance  which  provides  that  no  pipe 
shall  be  laid,  unless  the  street  is  up  to  the  grade 
of  18  be  amended  so  that  pipes  may  be  laid  in 
streets  below  said  grade.  And  your  petitioner  re- 
spectfully represents  that  this  rule  was  estab- 
lished with  reference  to  the  class  of  costly 
houses  which  have  expensive  foundations,  but 
that  it  operates  to  the  serious  damage  of  mod- 
erate-cost houses:  that  the  important  end  to 
make  sure  of  it  is  that  cellars  are  high  enough 
up  to  be  dry,  and  to  be  safe  from  being  over- 
flowed from  the  sewers  and  drains ;  that  tor  such 
houses,  if  the  street  is  graded  up  to  grade  IS, 
The  cellars  will  almost  always  be  down  to  grade 
12,  as  fixed  by  city  ordinance  for  the  grade  of 
cellars;  but  that  if  the  grade  of  the  street  is 
fixed  at,  say  grade  14,  the  lower  story  of  dwelling- 
houses  would  naturally  be  fixed  at  13  or  14,  giv- 
ing a  well-ventilated  air  space  below  the  floor ; 
that  this  method  of  keeping  the  grade  of  the 
street  down  to  grade  14  has  these  very  strong  ad- 
vantages :  First,  it  saves  all  the  needless  cost  of 
grading  up  the  street  four  feet ;  second,  it  saves 
the  builder  of  the  house  the  needless  cost  of  a 
foundation  wall  strong  enough  to  hold  up  the 
weight  of  the  street;  third,  it  gives  a  higher 
grade  for  the  cellar  or  basement  of  the  house, 
and  thus  make  a  drier  and  healthier  house  for 
the  permanent  occupation  of  the  women  and 
children  who,  being  at  home,  are  in  the  house 
all  the  time. 

Your  petitioner  says  that  if  on  a  careful  exami- 
nation of  the  relative  advantages  of  the  two 
methods  of  utilizing  a  territory  for  the  homes  of 
workingmen,  it  is  found  that  the  system  of 
lower  streets,  but  of  higher  cellars,  is,  1st,  more 
economical;  2d,  more  healthy;  and  3d,  is 
free  from  any  engineering  difficulties,  he  be- 
lieves it  will  greatly  aid  the  building  of  houses 
on  land  worth  from  25  cents  to  a  dollar  a  foot  to 
make  the  desired  change  of  the  aforesaid  ordi- 
nance, and  he  earnestly  asks  that  this  matter  be 
reconsidered.  Robert  Treat  Paine. 
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Boston.  April  14, 1887. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of  Boston. 

The  undersigned  respectfully  petitions  that  a 
rehearing  he  granted  on  the  petition  of  Robert 
Treat  Paine  for  water  pipes  below  the  estab- 
lished grade  in  Holly  street,  Roxbury  District. 
Having  hired  a  factory  building  on  a  long  lease 
on  said  street,  your  petitioner  now  finds  himself 
entirely  without  the  water  necessary  to  run  his 
engines,  and  he  desires  an  opportunity  of  stating 
his  case  before  your  honorable  body,  or  the 
proper  committee  thereof.  T.  W.  Lawson. 

By  J.  N.  Storer,  Attorney. 

Later  in  the  session,  when  the  report  on  the 
petition  of  Robert  Treat  Paine  had  been  acted 
on,  the  petitions  were  taken  up  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Water. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

1.  Monthly  statement  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, etc.    (City  Doc.  CO.) 

2.  Auditor's  niontbly  exhibit.    (City  Doc.  610 

3.  Quarterly  report  of  Directors  for  Public  In- 
stitutions. 

Severally  placed  on  file,  as  were  also  the  fol- 
lowing papers,  received  by  the  clerk  too  late  to 
put  on  the  calendar : 

Notice  of  organization  of  Directors  of  East 
Boston  Ferries. 

Report  of  fires  and  alarms  for  March. 

4.  Reference  to  a  special  committee,  consist- 
ing of  the  Standing  Committees  on  Water  and 
Finance,  of  a  request  of  the  Boston  Water  Board 
for  appropriations  for  an  additional  basin  in  the 
Sudbury  system,  for  protection  of  purity  from 
sewage  in  Marlboro  and  Framingham,  and  for 
improvements  at  Lake  Cochituate. 

The  Council  concurred  in  the  referrence. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Fisher  Nos.  5  to  16,  inclusive, 
were  acted  on  together,  viz. : 

5.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  leave  to 
withdraw  on  petition  of  William  C.  Day  for 
compensation  for  personal  injuries  received 
from  an  alleged  defect  in  the  sidewalk,  72  Green 
street. 

6.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  James  A.  King  for  compen- 
sation for  damages  to  his  sleigh  and  injuries  to 
his  horse  from  an  alleged  defect  in  the  highway. 

7.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Edward  Farrell  for  compen- 
sation for  damage  to  his  property  from  overflow 
of  sewer  in  Ward  street. 

8.  Report  of  the  same  committee,  leave  to 
withdraw  on  petition  of  Pierce  Quirk  for  com- 
pensation for  damages  to  his  estate  on  Parsons 
street,  Brighton,  on  account  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  sewer  in  said  street  was  constructed. 

9.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Katie  CalJahan  for  compen- 
sation for  alleged  injuries  received  by  falling  on 
the  sidewalk,  119  N  street,  South  Boston. 

10.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Peter  J.  Hughes  for  compen- 
sation for  extra  labor  performed  and  materials 
furnished  in  the  performance  of  his  contract  for 
painting  the  new  engine-house  on  Boylston 
street. 

11.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  James  H.  Stark  to  be  allowed 
to  purchase  certain  land  in  Brighton,  held  by 
the  city  for  non-payment  of  taxes. 

12.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Thomas  Daley  for  compen- 
sation for  alleged  personal  injuries  from  falling 
on  the  sidewalk,  1420  Tremont  street. 

13.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Thalia  E.  Lewis  for  compen- 
sation for  personal  injuries  from  an  alleged  de- 
fect in  sidewalk  adjoining  Hotel  Lafayette. 

14.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Sarah  Pascal  for  compensa- 
tion for  personal  injuries  from  falling  through 
an  opening  at  08  Devens  street,  Charlestown. 

15.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Thomas  Carey  for  compen- 
sation for  damages  to  his  property  from  dam  on 
Stonv  brook. 

16.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Martin  Norton  for  compen- 
sation for  damages  to  his  property  from  dam- 
ming of  Stony  brook. 

Reports  severally  accepted  in  concurrence. 
Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

17.  Report  of  Committee  on  Water,  leave  to 
withdraw  on  petition  of  Robert  Treat  Paine  that 
the  Water  Board  be  authorized  to  lay  water- 
pipes  in  Holly  street. 


Recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Water,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore. 

18.  Report  of  Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  no 
further  action  necessary  on  petition  oi  Boston 
Society  of  Natural  History,  in  aid  of  the  peti- 
tion of  the  Massachusetts  Horticultural  Society, 
for  leave  to  erect  a  building  on  the  Public 
Garden. 

Accepted  in  concurrence. 

19.  Report  of  Committee  On  Public  Lands,  no 
action  necessary  on  petitions  of  the  Willard  and 
Marion  Associates,  and  the  Saint  Joseph'sYoung 
Men's  Association,  for  a  lease  of  the  disused 
schoolhouse  on  Wall  street,  known  as  the  Dean 
School,  as  the  estate  has  been  transferred  to 
the  custody  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners. 

Accepted  in  concurrence. 

20.  Report  of  Committee  on  Bridges,  no  further 
action  necessary  on  the  order  requesting  said 
committee  to  consider  what  changes,  if  any,  are 
necessary  in  the  salaries  of  drawtenders  or 
their  assistants. 

Accepted  in  concurrence. 

21..  Report  of  Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  that 
the  order  for  the  relocation  of  the  fence  sur- 
rounding the  enclosure  in  City  square,  Charles- 
town,  ought  not  to  pass. 

Recommitted,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Reilly.  Mr. 
Reilly  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 
'22.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  recom- 
mending reference  to  the  Committee  on  Paving 
(Aldermen)  of  the  petition  of  John  O.  Shaw  and 
others  for  compensation  for  damages  to  their 
property  on  account  of  raising  of  Beacon  street- 
Accepted  and  said  reference  ordered,  in  con- 
currence. 

Beacon  Street  Widening. 

23.  Communication  from  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners,  with  accompanying  resolve  and 
order  for  the  widening  of  Beacon  street  from 
the  "Three  Roads"  to  the  Brookline  line,  at  an 
estimated  expense  of  $75,000. 

Mr.  McISary— I  should  like  to  ask,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, if  there  is  any  gentleman  here  conversant 
with  the  facts  in  this  case  or  in  regard  to  this 
matter,  and  who  can  give  us  a  little  information 
as  to  the  exact  reason  for  this  widening  and 
where  the  money  is  to  come  from.  It  certainly 
is  a  matter  of  considerable  interest  and 
importance,  and  I  should  like  to  have  the  Coun- 
cil informed  in  regard  to  a  few  of  the  facts.  I 
am  considerably  interested  in  it  myself.  In 
this  case,  if  no  gentleman  gives  satisfactory 
facts,  I  shall  move  to  assign  the  subject  to  the 
next  meeting,  so  that  I  shall  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  look  into  it  myself, 

Mr.  Ladd— The  facts  in  this  case,  as  I  under- 
stand them  are,  that  the  widening  of  this  street 
and  the  raising  of  the  grade  have  given  rise  to 
claims  for  damages  for  land  taken  and  change 
of  grade,  which,  under  ordinary  circumstances, 
would  amount  to  an  enormous  sum ;  that  large 
sums  of  money  have  been  already  expended  in 
in  paying  for  the  damages  that  were  assessed, 
either  by  a  jury  or  otherwise,  for  the  widen- 
ing and  the  changing  of  the  grades  at  or 
near  this  location ;  and  that  this  or- 
der tonight  is  the  result  of  a  com- 
promise of  the  various  claims  connected 
with  this  matter,  which  are  entirely  favorable 
to  the  city  of  Boston.  Instead  of  costing  the 
city  money,  it  will  save  the  city  immense  sums 
of  money  if  this  compromise  which  has  been 
made  is  carried  out. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  giving  the 
resolve  and  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Frost— After  this  explanation,  sir,  I  hope 
this  order  will  pass.  I  think  it  is  certainly  a 
very  desirable  order  to  pass  in  this  body  for  the 
benefit  of  that  section  of  the  city. 

Mr.  McNary— I  certainly  have  no  objection  to 
having  the  order  pass  if  desirable  for  that  sec- 
tion of  the  city,  but  I  think  there  are  certain 
matters  just  as  desirahle  for  other  sections  of 
the  city  to  get.  I  should  like  the  gentleman  to 
understand  that  when  gentlemen  come  in  and 
ask  to  have  streets  widened  in  other  sections  of 
the  city,  there  ought  to  be  no  more  opposition 
than  there  is  in  this  case.  It  is  frequently 
thrown  up  to  us  that  we  are  wasting  money. 
This  may  be  a  case  where  this  order  should  be 
passed  perhaps,  but  I  should  like  to  know  where 
the  money  is  coming  from.  If  it  is  going  to  save 
the  city  a  good  deal  of  money,  I  certainly  am  in 
favor  of  it;  but  to  my  mind,  I  think  it  will  re- 
sult more  to  the  benefit  of  certain  private  indi- 
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viduals  than  it  will  to  the  benefit  of  the  city  of 
Boston.  But  as  the  matter  has  been  entered 
upon,  and  this  is  merely  the  extension  carried 
out,  and  it  would  certainly  be  foolish  to  stop  in 
the  middle  of  a  plan,  I  shall  not  move  to  assign 
it,  but  shall  vote  in  favor  of  it. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence  under 
suspension  of  the  rule.  Mr.  Fottler  moved  to 
reconsider;  lost. 

Bridges. 

24.  Order  requesting-  Committee  on  Ordin- 
ances to  report  what  changes  are  necessary  in 
Chapter  45  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1885. 

Passed  in  concurrence. 

Roxbury  High  School. 

25.  Order  requesting'  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions to  include,  in  the  appropriation  bill  they 
report,  the  sum  of  $50,000  as  an  additional  ap- 
propriation for  a  site  and  building  for  the.  new 
high  school,  Roxbury. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  to  ask  in  regard  to  this 
order,  from  some  member  who  understands 
about  it,  and  who  will  give  us  an  explanation. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  giving  the 
order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Ladd— It  seems  to  me  that  this  object 
would  be  accomplished  equally  well  if  we  re- 
ferred this  order  as  it  stands  to  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations.  I  do  not  think  we  ought  to 
take  this  position  without  having  some  inform- 
ation as  to" the  matter,  and  that  information  I 
fail  to  get.  We  ought  not  to  commit  ourselves 
to  it,  and  go  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations 
with  the  request  that  they  include  it,  when  we 
don't  know  whether  or  not  it  would  be  a  wise 
thing  to  do.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  a  wise 
thing  to  do,  Therefore  I  move  to  refer  that 
order  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations, 

Mr.  Leary— Is  that  No.  25  on  the  calendar? 

The  President— Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Leary— That  is  an  appropriation  for  a 
high  school  out  in  Roxbury.  I  believe  Aid. 
Smith  presented  it  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
The  idea  is  to  build  a  high  school  out  in  Rox- 
bury. They  are  allowed  $90,000,  and  they  don't 
deem  it  a  sufficient  sum  for  a  high  school.  I 
suppose  that  is  what  prompted  Aid.  Smith  to 
put  in  the  order,— I  think  it  was  he  who  put  it 
in,  but  I  am  not  certain.  Those  are  the  facts. 
When  the  School  Committee  were  before  the 
Committee  on  Schools  and  Schoolhouses,  they 
said  they  needed  more  money  than  what  they 
have  received. 

The  President — The  question  is  on  reference 
to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

Mr.  Duggan— I  hope  this  matter  won't  be  re- 
ferred. The  question  of  having  a  new  high 
school  in  Roxburv  has  been  before  the  govern- 
ment for  some  years,  and  the  city  architect,  as  I 
understand,  has  made  some  sketches  of  a  school- 
house  such  as  the  School  Committee  will  accept. 
The  practical  approximate  the  architect  has 
made  exceeds  the  appropriation  by  about  $50,- 
000,  and  the  city  treasurer  won't  allow  the  city 
architect  to  proceed  with  any  building  unless  he 
has  the  entire  appropriation  in  hand  for  the 
completion  of  the  building.  So  he  don't  want 
to  commence  the  building  until  he  has  sufficient 
money  to  complete  it,  and  this  850,000  is  needed 
to  complete  it.  These  are  the  facts ;  there  is  only 
$90,000  appropriated  at  the  present  time,  and 
such  a  building  as  the  School  Committee  want 
will  cost  $50,000  more. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  merely  ask  for  reference,  because 
the  matter  will  be  called  to  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations  .iust  as  effectually 
and  if  they  can  put  it  into  the  Appropriation 
bill  without  detriment  to  other  things— other 
things  may  be  important,  perhaps— they  will  do 
so.  But  to  have  it  go  there  with  the  request 
that  they  put  it  in,  it  seems  to  me  is  placing 
them  and  ourselves  in  a  false  position,  because 
we  haven't  the  subject  of  the  appropria lions 
before  us  tonight.  We  cannot  tell  whether  this 
appropriation  ought  to  be  made  or  not.  It  might 
be  that  more  important  things,  to  our  minds, 
would  present  themselves  to  use  up  all  the 
money  we  have. 

Mr.  Leary— I  want  to  say  one  word  in  rela- 
tion to  this  matter,  and  that  is  that  if  we  re- 
quest the  Committee  on  Appropriations  to  do 
tliis,  if  they  cannot  do  it  they  will  say  so;  they 
will  send  back  word  and  say  they  cannot  com- 
ply with  our  request,  so  I  cannot  see  the  harm 
m  requesting  them  to  do  it. 


Mr.  Dewey— For  the  last  few  weeks  I  have 
been  away  from  the  State,  therefore  I  have  not 
kept  up  with  the  proceedings  at  City  Hall,  and 
I  am  not  aware  as  to  how  this  matter  came 
before  us  tonight.  But  I  do  know  that  $90,000  is 
a  small  sum  with  which  to  build  such  a  high 
school  as  is  needed  in  Roxbury.  I  see  no  advan- 
tage to  be  gained  from  a  reference  of  this  order 
to  the  committee-,  because  the  order  itself  is  but 
a  request  to  the  committee  to  include  that  sum 
in  the  Appropriation  bill  which  they  report. 
Now  if  we  are  going  to  give  $50,000  more  for  a 
high  school  in  Roxbury,  and  the  money  is  ex- 
pended, I  am  confident  that  that  will  be  a  proper 
appropriation.  If  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions do  not  see  their  way  clear  to  include  this 
additional  $50,000,  they  will  so  report;  $50,000 
more  can  well  be  put  into  the  schoolhouse  site 
and  building  for  that  district.  I  hope  there  will 
not  be  this  unnecessary  delay,  and  I  hope  the 
motion  to  refer  will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  happen  to  be  a  graduate 
of  the  Roxbury  High  School  in  the  year  1873,  and 
therefore  I  probably  can  tell  the  situation  of  the 
high  school  in  that  district.  I  remember  in  my 
own  time  that  the  school  was  very  crowded,  and 
that  the  classes  had  to  be  divided  into  small 
divisions,  and  pass  into  rooms  scarcely  larger 
than  a  closet.  After  that  time  the  number  of 
scholars  in  that  school  increased  so  largely  that 
there  had  to  be  an  enlargement  of  the  school. 
That  was  some  two  years  after  I  left.  I  know 
that  since  that  time,  and  every  gentleman  here 
knows  it  also,  the  section  of  the  city  known  as 
the  Roxbury  District  has  increased  largely  in 
population,  and  necessarily  the  number  of 
scholars  has  also  increased.  I  also  know  that 
the  number  of  scholars  at  the  present  day  is 
much  larger  than  it  was  at  the  time  when  I  was 
a  scholar  in  that  school,  and  therefore  anew 
high  school  in  Roxbury  is  absolutely  needed  at 
this  time.  I  do  not  know  exactly  what  the  cost 
of  the  schoolhouse  will  be,  but  if  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  10  speaks  correctly,  and  says  there  is 
no  difference  oetween  the  reference  of  this 
order  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  and 
the  request  that  the  Committee  on  Appropri- 
ations include  this  item  of  $50,000,  I  do  not  see, 
on  his  own  argument,  that  there  is  any  neces- 
sity at  all  for  referring  this  order  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations.  If  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations,  after  examination,  find  out  that 
there  is  a  necessity  for  the  building  of 
this  high  school,  for  the  School  Committee 
have  already  stated  that  the  present  ac- 
commodations are  inadequate,  there  is  no  ques- 
tion that  they  will  recommend  the  appropria- 
tion of  $50,000  necessary  to  build  the  high 
school.  I  trust  that  every  gentleman  here 
recognizes  the  requirements  of  the  Roxbury 
District,  and  I  think  that  it  is  our  duty  to  vote 
that  they  shall  have  the  additional  money 
needed  for  that  school.  The  school  is  already 
over-crowded,  and  on  that  account  I  think  that 
the  members  should  vote  for  the  order  on  the 
calendar.  I  myself  know  positively  from  my 
own  experience  that  a  new  high  school  build- 
ing is  needed  in  that  district,  and  that  it  will 
be  necessary  to  add  a  certain  amount  of  money 
to  the  sum  already  appropriated  in  order  to 
build  that  schoolhouse.  I  hope  the  order  as  it 
stands  on"the  calendar  will  pass. 

Mr.  Ladd— To  save  time  I  shall,  before  I  sit 
down,  withdraw  my  motion.  I  simply  want  to 
say,  however,  in  answer  to  the  remarks  made  by 
the  last  gentleman,  that  I  made  the  motion 
simply  because  I  did  not  get  the  information  I 
asked  for  in  regard  to  this  order,  and  now  that  I 
have  obtained  information  it  tends  to  show 
that  perhaps  this  request  ought  to  be  made.  I 
I  therefore  withdraw  my  motion. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed 
in  concurrence.  Mr.  R.  Sullivan  moved  to  re- 
consider; lost. 

Drainage  of  Faneuil-Hall  Market. 

26.  Order,  that  a  sum  sufficient  be  added  to 
the  Appropriation  bill  for  the  purpose  of  im- 
proving the  drainage  in  Faneuil-hall  Market. 

The  question  came  on  giving  the  order  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  to  inquire  if  anybody 
knows  whether  that  matter  has  been  before  any 
committee  to  investigate  what  is  necessary  to 
be  done,  and  why  it  is  necessary. 

Mr.  R.  SuLLrvAN— As  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Markets  on  the  part  of  the  Council,  I 
will  state  that  the  committee  met  some  weeks 
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ago,  and  were  invited  by  the  superintendent  of 
markets  to  go  through  the  market  and  to  ex- 
amine it  as  carefully  as  we  possibly  could  in  the 
matter  of  drainage.  I  will  also  state  that  on  our 
committee  is  a  man  who  is  practical  in  the  mat- 
ter of  drainage,  and  that  through  him,  and 
other  gentlemen  in  the  market,  we  got  what 
we  considered  a  very  clear  idea  that  it  was  nec- 
essary to  improve  the  drainage  of  Faneuil-hall 
Market.  When  the  tide  flows  in  the  pipes  are 
so  stopped  that  the  water  and  the  matter  col- 
lected from  the  drainage  there  is  forced  back 
into  the  cellars  underneath  the  market 
stalls;  and  it  would  create  an  extreme 
stench  but  for  the  carefulness  of  the 
rnarketmen  who  have  trap  doors  and  keep 
them  tightly  fixed  down.  But  after  taking  up 
the  trap  doors  and  looking  down  it  was  so 
Stirling  that  a  person  could  scarcely  stay  there 
five  or  ten  minutes.  The  gentleman  on  our 
committee  who  is  a  practical  man  in  these 
matters  examined  it,  and  expressed  the  opinion 
that  it  was  necessary  in  order  to  keep  a  health- 
ful market  there  that  the  drainage  should  be 
improved.  He  also  stated  that  unless  the  drain- 
age was  improved  that  there  would  possibly  be 
something  created  which  would  not  be  to  the 
benefit  of  the  marketmen  nor  the  vegetables, 
meat,  etc.,  that  are  stored  in  the  market.  The 
committee  investigated  as  carefully  as  possible, 
and  every  one  of  that  committee  without  excep- 
tion came  to  the  conclusion  of  the  superintend- 
ent of  the  markets,  that  the  drainage  of  Faneuil- 
hall  Market  should  be  improved;  and  therefore 
this  order  was  introduced  in  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  I  trust  that  this 
explanation  is  clear,  and  will  show  to  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  Council  that  the  order  ought  to 
pass. 

Mr.  Lauten— In  conversation  with  ex- Alder- 
man Slade  today,  who  I  presume  is  as  good  au- 
thority on  such  matters  as  anybody  I  know  of, 
he  stated  that  the  drainage  in  the  market  build- 
ing needed  to  be  improved.  The  only  trouble  I 
see  with  the  order  is  that  it  reads  "that  a  sum 
sufficient;"  there  is  no  specified  sum.  That.  I 
think,  is  a  very  serious  defect.  Some  sum  ought 
to  be  stated,  so  that  the  appropriation  commit- 
tee can  furnish  the  means. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— The  matter  I  suppose  will 
finally  come  before  the  superintedent  of  public 
buildings,  and  I  understood  he  would  invite 
men  down  there,  or  make  the  examination . 
himself,  to  find  out  how  much  would  be  neces- 
sary to  improve  the  drainage  of  the  market.  At 
the  present  time  I  would  state,  as  one  member 
of  the  committee,  that  I  do  not  know  what  the 
amount  required  would  be,  but  I  will  also  state 
that  one  gentleman  on  the  committee  gave 
what  he  considered  a  fair  idea  of  what  the  sum 
required  to  improve  the  drainage  of  the  market 
would  amount  to.  But  the  superintendent  of 
public  buildings,  having  full  control,  as  I  un- 
derstand it,  of  the  market  buildings,  and  all 
other  public  buildings.  I  think  he  would  form 
an  estimate  and  would  put  it  into  the  hands 
of  the  appropriation  committee;  who  would  de- 
cide from  his  figures. 

Mr.  Perkins— As  a  member  of  that  commit- 
tee, I  will  state  tiiat  I  was  present  at  this  meet- 
ing and  for  two  or  three  days  examined  and 
looked  into  this  matter  of  drainage,  and  f  will 
say  for  the  committee  that  if  this  market  build- 
ing was  not  a  city  building  we  should  have  had 
to  take  steps  before  this  to  remedy  the  diffi- 
culty. There  is  no  doubt  but  what  the  Board  of 
Health  would  long  ago  have  ordered  this  work 
done,  if  it  hadn't  been  a  city  building,  and  the 
expense  will  not  be  large.  We  don't  know  what 
it  will  be — a  matter  of  five  or  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars, but  it  is  work  that  must  he  done.  It  is  a 
question  perhaps  you  might  say,  of  life  or  death, 
and  anybody  working  in  the  markets,  over  title 
drains  or  cesspools,  certainly  run  some  risk  of 
their  lives,  and  it  is  one  of  the  most  important 
tilings  we  have  to  attend  to.  As  I  have  said  be- 
fore, the  sum  required  will  not  be  large— per- 
haps five  or  ten  thousand  dollars;  possible  not 
more  than  $5000— and  it  will  not  cut  into  the 
Appropriation  bill  very  much.  The  city  gets 
a  large  income  from  the  markets  and  they 
ought  to  be  run  in  first-class  shape,  and  there 
ought  to  be  no  lack  of  repairs  or  anything  of 
that  kind,  and  no  dilly-dallying  with  matters  of 
such  great  importance  as  this.  The  order,  I 
think,  should  be  passed  at  once  and  this  work 
put  through  as  soon  as  possible. 


The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed 
in  concurrence.  Mr.  B.  Sullivan  moved  to  re- 
consider; lost. 

Miscellaneous .; 

27.  Order  requesting  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations to  include,  in  the  Appropriation  bill 
they  report,  the  sum  of  $35,000  as  an  additional 
appropriation  for  a  site  and  building  for  the  new 
grammar  school.  South  Boston. 

Mr.  Lauten— I  should  like  to  get  some  infor- 
mation upon  this  matter,  and  would  like  to 
know  where  this  schoolhouse  is  to  be  located. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence.  Mr. 
Leary  moved  to  reconsider  ;  lost. 

28.  Order  requesting  the  Street  Commissioners 
to  report  what  would  be  the  expense  of  widen- 
ing Emerson  street,  South  Boston,  from  Broad- 
way to  K  street. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lauten  the  order  was 
amended  by  striking  out  "Street  Commission- 
ers" and  inserting  "Committee  on  Laying  Out 
and  Widening  Streets." 

Mr.  Ladd— It  seems  to  me  that  this  order  is 
not  in  proper  form  to  be  complied  with  by  a 
Committee  of  the  City  Council— to  report  what 
would  be  the  expense  of  widening  Emerson 
street. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  inform  the 
gentleman  that  that  amendment  has  been  ad- 
opted, and  discussion  upon  that  would  be  out  of 
order.  The  question  is  upon  the  passage  of  the 
order  as  amended. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  think  the  proper  disposition  of 
this  matter— and  I  suppose  it  could  be  done — 
would  be  to  refer  the  order  to  the  Committee  on 
Laying  Out  and  Widening  Streets.  I  make  that 
motion,  because  I  understand  the  committee 
would  not  have  the  facilities  for  reporting  what 
would  be  the  expense  of  widening  streets ;  but 
they  could  report  upon  the  advisability  of  the 
widening. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ladd  the  order  was  referred 
to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

New  Bridge  to  Cambridge. 

29.  Order  requesting  the  Committee  on  Legis- 
lative Matters  to  appear  before  the  Legis- 
lature to  oppose  any  legislation  in  regard  to  the 
proposed  new  bridge  from  Boston  to  Cambridge, 
making  it  compulsory  upon  said  cities  to  build 
said  bridge. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan  moved  to  refer  to  the  Special 
Committee  on  New  Bridge  to  Cambridge. 

Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amend  by  adding  the 
following: 

"And  that  said  committee  advocate  the  inser- 
tion in  any  act  passed  in  relation  to  the  con- 
struction of  such  bridge  a  provision  that  the 
city  of  Boston  shall  sell,  at  public  auction,  the 
right  to  lay  and  maintain,  on  and  over  said 
bridge,  within  the  city  limits,  suitable  tracks 
for  a  horse,  electric,  or  cable  surface  street 
railroad,  together  with  the  right  of  passing  over 
the  lines  of  any  street  railroad  located  in  the 
streets  of  the  city  of  Boston  between  said  bridge 
and  the  various  railroad  depots,  upon  the  usual 
terms  for  the  use  of  tracks,  the  proceeds  of  such 
sale  to  be  applied  to  the  cost  of  the  construc- 
tion of  said  bridge." 

Mr.  Wilson— I  desire  to  say  in  explanation  of 
that  amendment,  which  I  trust  will  be  adopted, 
that  it  seems  to  me  very  proper  to  look  a  little 
into  the  future,  and  to  see  what  will  be  the  dis- 
position of  this  bridge.  In  a  short  time,  un- 
doubtedly some  corporations  will  be  coining  in 
very  shortly  alter  the  bridge  is  constructed  with 
a  petition  to  have  tracks  located.  Of  course  it 
will  be  a  great  public  benefit;  of  course  they  will 
get  their  location.  Now,  I  believe,  that  in  cases 
where  you  give  such  vast  rights  to  these  corpo- 
rations, they  should  pay  something  into  the  city 
treasury  of  Boston,  for  the  rights  they  obtain. 
The  only  way  we  can  do  it  in  fairness  to  all  par- 
ties, is  to  sell  the  right  at  public  auction.  And, 
I.donot  speak  unadvisedly  when  I  say  that  I 
believe  that  this  right,  pursuant  to  this  order, 
would  be  purchased  by  gentlemen  in  this  city 
for  a  sum  almost,  if  not  quite  sufficient  to  build 
that  portion  of  the  new  Cambridge  bridge  that 
Boston  will  have  to  pay  for.  And,  in  view  of 
that  fact — and  I  say  it  with  all  due  deliberation- 
it  seems  to  me,  taking  everything  into  consid- 
eration, that  while  it  is  proper  for  the  Commit- 
tee on  Legislative  Matters  to  oppose' the  pending 
legislation  at  the  State  House,  to  compel  us  to 
do  this  thing,  whether  we  are  willing  to  do  it  or 
not,  they  should  also  advocate  that,  if  we   are 
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going-  to  be  compelled  to  erect  this  bridge, 
whether  we  want  to  or  not,  we  shall  sell  this 
right  to  locate  these  tracks  on  that  bridge  for 
sufficient  money  to  help  us  out  of  it.  I  trust  the 
amendment  will  be  adopted. 

The  President— Does  the  Chair  understand 
that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  (Mr.  Wilson) 
offers  that  again  amendment? 

Mr.  Wilson— Yes,  sir. 

The  President— To  the  original  order? 

Mr.  Wilson— Yes,  sir. 

The  President— On  that  motion  reference  is 
moved  to  the  Committee  on  New  Cambridge 
Bridge,  that  taking  precedence,  the  motion  to 
amend  would  be  out  of  order  at  chis  time. 

Mr.  McNary— I  should  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  22  to  please  explain  his  reason 
for  moving  the  reference.  I  certainly  object  to 
the  reference  and  would  like  to  have  him  ex- 
plain his  reasons  for  it. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  the  refer- 

Mr.  Wilson— I  trust  that  this  reference  will 
not  prevail.  I  think  that  the  Committee  on 
Legislative  Matters  is  the  proper  committee  to 
take  this  matter  in  hand,  and  I  trust  for  two 
reasons  that  the  reference  will  not  prevail. 
First,  because  it  will  cut  off  my  amendment; 
and  second,  because  it  is  not  the  proper  com- 
mittee to  refer  to,  unless  we  have  some  further 
light  upon  the  subject,  and  f  would  ask  the  gen- 
tleman to  withdraw  his  motion  to  refer  to  the 
Committee  on  New  Cambridge  Bridge  until  the 
amendment  is  acted  upon.  Then  he  can  re- 
new it. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  have  listened  very  care- 
fully to  the  statements  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  9,  and  I  must  say  that  I  entirely 
agree  with  him  in  that  part  of  it  which  refers 
to  the  rights  that  the  city  of  Boston  and  other 
cities  should  have  in  granting  rights  and  privi- 
leges to  corporations.  And,  therefore,  on  that 
ground  I  will  withdraw  my  motion  to  refer  until 
the  amendment  is  acted  upon. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  was  unfortunately  out  of 
the  room  when  the  amendment  was  offered.  I 
would  ask  to  have  it  read  for  my  information. 

The  clerk  read  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  am  thoroughly  in  favor  of  the 
principle  involved  in  the  amendment,  because 
1  am  always  in  favor  of  calling  in  competition 
for  everything ;  but  I  very  much  fear  in  view  of 
the  mania  for  combination  and  consolidation  on 
the  part  of  all  classes,  that  we  shall,  perhaps,  be 
in  the  ridiculous  position  of  having  only  one 
bidder,  and  a  bid  oi  one  cent.  To  me  that  is  a 
very  lamentable  state  of  affairs,  that  in  anything 
of  this  kind  we  shall  be  deprived  entirely  of  any 
competition  on  account  of  the  consolidation  of 
all  parties  having  any  facilities  for  the  perform- 
ance of  this  service.  I  am  in  favor  of  the 
amendment,  and  I  shall  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  McNary— I  certainly  hope  this  amend- 
ment will  prevail.  I  think  it  is  in  accordance 
with  what  we  should  do.  We  will  expend  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  dollars  on  this  bridge,  and 
unless  some  such  method  is  adopted  it  will 
inure  mainly  to  the  benefit  of  the  street  railway 
companies  or  some  land  speculators,  more  than 
to  the  benefit  of  the  city  of  Boston.  And  I  think 
that  we  should  adopt  some  such  means  of  get- 
ting back  the  money  which  we  put  into  this  en- 
terprise. I  think  we  ought  to  adopt  this  method 
and  I  hope  the  amendment  will  prevail  and 
that  the  order  as  amended  will  pass. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order 
as  amended  was  read  a  second  time  and  the 
question  came  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  now  make  the  motion 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  New 
Cambridge  Bridge,  and  I  would  state  that  the 
special  reason  I  nave  in  moving  to  refer  it  to  that 
committee  is  that  the  order,  as  it  reads  on  the 
calendar,  does  not  show  that  it. has  been  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  of  any  kind.  That  is  my 
only  reason. 

Mr.  Gomez— I  hope  that  this  order  will  not  be 
referred.  The  Legislature  at  present  is  acting 
upon  this  matter,  and  if  it  is  referred  to  that 
committee  the  Legislature  may  have  gotten 
through  with  the  entire  work,  and  may  have 
imposed  upon  the  city  the  construction  of  this 
bridge  with  no  opposition  made  at  all.  I  trust 
that  the  order  will  go  to  the  Committee  on 
Legislative  Matters  wliere  it  belongs,  and  that 
they  will  be  in  a  position,  authorized  by  this 
Council,  to  go  to  the  Legislature  and  protest. 

Mr.  Fowler— I  hope,  sir,  that  the  motion  to 


refer  to  the  special  Committee  on  the  New 
Cambridge  Bridge  will  prevail  or  that  some 
other  motion  will  prevail  which  will  kill  this 
order.  It  has  been  stated  here  tonight  that  the 
bill  before  the  Legislature  compelling  the  cities 
of  Boston  and  Cambridge  to  build  this  bridge 
was  in  the  interest  of  land  speculators.  I  would 
like  to  ask  the  gentleman  who  made  that  state- 
ment if  he  knows  that  people  representing  $300,- 
000,000  of  taxable  property  m  the  city  of  Boston— 
in  other  words  almost  one  half  of  the  entire 
taxable  value  of  this  city— are  today  represented 
at  the  State  House,  asking  that  this  bill  in  the 
shape  in  which  it  is  presented  and  as  it  is  re- 
ferred toby  this  order,  should  pass?  I  would  ask 
the  gentlemen  of  the  Council  if  they  know  that 
the  mayor  of  the  city  of  Boston  and  the 
corporation  counsel  are  in  favor  of  this 
Mil  compelling  the  two  cities  to  build  a  bridge? 
That  is,  as  I  understand  it,  the  fact.  I  under- 
stand that  this  bill  has  the  support  of  the  mayor 
of  the  city  of  Boston  and  of  the  corporation 
counsel  of  the  city  of  Boston,  and  is  supportedlby 
a  petition  signed  by  almost  half  of  the  entire 
taxable  property  of  the  city  of  Boston.  There- 
fore as  a  member  of  the  Legislative  Commit- 
tee I  hope  this  order  will  not  prevail,  but  will 
be  referred  or  else  laid  upon  the  table  or  in- 
definitely postponed. 

Mr.  McNary— I  would  agree  with  the  $300,- 
000,000  that  this  Cambridge  bridge  is  a  good 
thing,  but  I  will  certainly  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  9  for  the  reason  stated,  which 
I  do  not  think  the  gentleman  has  gainsaid  in 
the  slightest  particular,  and  the  city  of  Boston 
ought  to  derive  some  advantage  from  the  bridge 
or  should  obtain  something  in  return  for  the 
money  which  is  to  be  put  into  it.  I  will  also 
state,  to  elaborate  my  ideas  very  fully,  that  I 
think  that  the  city  of  Boston  ought  to  derive 
some  money  from  the  horse  railroad  compa- 
nies which  are  now  occupying  the  streets  of 
Boston.  I  know  that  we  cannot  do  that  at  pres- 
ent under  the  statute  laws,  but  other  cities  do 
it  and  we  should  do  it.  I  do  not  oppose  the 
building  of  the  bridge  at  all.  I  think  that  it  is 
a  good  thing.  But  I  say  it  will  inure  to  the 
good  of  the  railroads  unless  we  take  some  such 
step  as  is  proposed.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman 
if  he  has  heard  that  the  gentlemen  composing 
the  West  End  Land  Company  own  land  which 
will  be  benefited  by  the  Charles-river  embank- 
nient  on  the  other  side,  which  will  drain  that 
property,  and  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  land 
will  be  brought  into  the  market?  This  land 
will  become  in  the  future  eminently  valuable. 
I  hope  that  this  order  will  not  he  referred,  be- 
cause if  referred  it  will  be  killed.  The  Legis- 
lature is  now  considering  the  matter,  and  if 
this  order  is  referred  to  the  committee  the  com- 
mittee cannot  report  in  time  to  take  proper  ac- 
tion iu  regard  to  the  Legislature.  I  hope  that 
the  order  will  not  be  referred,  but  that  we  will 
come  to  a  vote  upon  it  tonight,  and  as  I  think 
that  the  interests  of  the  city  demand  that  we 
should  do.  I  hope  the  order  as  amended  will 
pass  and  not  be  referred  in  any  shape  whatso- 
ever. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  really  must  agree  with  the 
gentleman  in  the  fourth  division — Mr.  Sulli- 
van—as to  the  propriety  of  referring  the  matter 
to  the  Committee  on  the  New  Cambridge 
Bridge.  I  have  looked  at  this  amendment 
which,  we  have  adopted,  several  times,  and  I  do 
not  fully  understand  it  yet.  I  see  one  thing,  sir, 
which  is  omitted  here,— probably  by  accident,— 
and  yet  it  is  sufficient  to  show  how  difficult  it  is 
to  draft  an  important  matter  of  this  kind,  and 
then  consider  it  in  the  Council  merely  from 
manuscript  copy.  This  amendment  says  "that 
the  City  of  Boston  shall  sell  at  public  auction 
the  right  to  lay  and  maintain  on  and  over  said 
bridge,  within  the  city  limits,  suitable  tracks 
for  a  horse,  electric  or  cable  surface  street  rail- 
road." Now  he  has  said  nothing  here  in  regard 
to  placing  an  elevated  road  on  that  bridge.  It 
is  by  no  means  unlikely  that  there  will  be  ele- 
vated railroads  desiring  to  go  across  that  bridge 
as  much  as  horse  railroads  and  surface  roads ; 
and  if  they  do,  and  if  they  use  the  bridge,  they 
ought  to  pay  for  that  use.  And,  sir,  in  that  very 
statement  is  the  possible  competitor  for  the 
franchise,  which  would  do  away  with  the  objec- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10,  that  con- 
solidation might  take  away  all  competition. 
Now  I  think  this  order  should  have  been 
amended,  or  should  have  been  so  drawn  that  no 
elevated  railroad  should  have  been  able  to  go 


359 


COMMON     COUNCIL 


over  that  bridge  without  paying  for  a  franchise. 
It  is  not  in  the  order  as  I  read  it  now,  and  as  I  un- 
derstand it.  It  is  a  matter  which  I  happened  to 
have  in  my  mind  and  which  I  looked  for.  There 
may  he  in  the  same  way  other  defects  in  the 
proposition  presented  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9;  but  that  very  defect  I  have 
pointed  out  seems  to  me  so  evident  when 
it  is  pointed  out  that  it  shows  us 
we  had  oetter  go  cautiously  in  regard  to  any 
action  we  may  take,  and  it  is  better  for  us  to 
delay,  even  for  two  or  three  days  if  necessary, 
in  order  to  send  the  matter  to  the  committee, 
where  it  can  be  looked  up  and  scrutinized.  I 
think  there  should  be  a  chance  to  bring  it  to 
the  attention  of  the  committee.  This  defect 
which  I  have  mentioned  is  something  which  I 
happened  to  think  of,  and  there  may  be  other 
things  which  probably  have  not  occurred  to  me, 
and  have  not  occurred  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  or  any  member  present ;  but  if  sent  to 
the  committee  it  will  be  drawn  to  their  atten- 
tion and  will  be  drawn  to  the  attention  of  the 
public,  and  public  interest  will  be  aroused  in 
the  matter.  For  that  reason  I  hope  that  the 
reference  will  take  place.  I  imow,  of  course, 
the  committee  will  act  promptly,  because  they 
must  understand  that  the  matter  is  liable  to 
come  up  in  the  Legislature  in  a  short  time.  We 
should  not  instruct  them,  because  that  will  carry 
it  over.  But  I  think,  sir,  if  I  was  a  member  of 
that  committee,  I  should  feel  bound  to  see  that 
there  was  a  meeting  on  Friday  or  Saturday, 
where  the  matter  could  be  brought  up,  so  it 
could  be  presented  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
Monday,  and  there  would  be  as  little  delay  as 
possible.  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  issue 
any  formal  instruction,  because  that  will  re- 
quire the  concurrent  action  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  on  Monday.  But  I  hope,  sir,  that  the 
members  of  the  Committee  on  the  New  Cam- 
bridge Bridge  will  feel  the  responsibility  upon 
themselves,  and  if  the  order  is  referred  to  them 
will  hold  a  meeting  and  consider  the  matter, 
and  when  the  Board  meets  next  Monday  report 
on  the  question.  Certainly  the  defect  I  have 
pointed  out  ought  to  make  us  pause  before  we 
pass  the  order  as  it  stands. 

Mr.  Fottler— I  should  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man who  proposes  the  amendment  a  few  ques- 
tions for  information.  As  far  as  I  understand 
the  debate  on  the  amendment  it  relates  wholly 
to  the  city  of  Boston.  As  that  bridge  is  going 
to  connect  the  city  of  Boston  with  the  city  of 
Cambridge  it  seems  to  me  that  Cambridge  ought 
to  have  something  to  say  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  Reilly— I  hope  this  order  will  not  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  New  Cambridge 
Bridge.  As  my  colleague  on  the  Legislative 
Committee  has  said,  the  mayor  and  corporation 
counsel  and  Legislative  Committee  arem  favor 
of  this  bridge  being  built.  But  as  I  understand 
the  motive  of  this  order,  as  offered  by  Alder- 
man Smith,  I  think,  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
it  is  not  against  the  building  of  the  bridge,  but 
in  favor  of  having  it  permissive  instead  of  man- 
datory ;  that  they  may  build  the  bridge  instead 
of  that  they  shall  build  the  bridge.  I  think  if 
this  goes  to  the  Committee  on  New  Cambridge 
Bridge  there  will  be  an  unnecessary  delay;  and 
as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  13  has  said,  the 
Legislature  is  now  about  to  act  on  this  matter, 
and  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Affairs  will 
have  to  get  around  pretty  quick  in  order  to  get 
up  there  and  attend  to  it;  and  I  think  if  it  is 
sent  to  the  Committee  on  New  Cambridge  Bridge 
it  will  be  delayed.  They  will  not  get  around 
and  will  not  be  able  to  act  in  time.  For  that 
reason  I  hope  the  order  as  amended  will  pass  to- 
night. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  have  no  objection  to  accepting 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  to  include,  the  elevated  road. 

Mr.  Whitmore— If  the  gentleman  will  permit 
me,  I  would  say  that  I  offered  no  amendment 
but  pointed  out  a  defect. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  refer,  to  the  gentleman's  sug- 
gestion that  the  elevated  rond  be  put  in  there, 
but  it  didn't  seem  to  me  that  in  the  future  we 
would  have  much  competition  in  elevated. rail- 
roads in  Boston.  I  don't  know  of  any  existing  at 
the  present  time ;  and  even  if  we  had  one  the  ex- 
perience in  New  York  shows  that  two  elevated 
railroads  running  side  by  side  are  not  inconsist- 
ent with  each  other.  In  reference  to  elevated 
railroads  or  any  chance  of  having  an  elevated 
railroad, I  don't  know  as  there  is  any  necessity  of 
covering  that  matter  in  this  order.    But  if  the 


gentleman  desires  it  I  am  content  to  have  it  so. 
I  d®  not  think  it  is  necessary ;  but  I  hope  this  pro- 
posed reference  to  the  committee  on  New  Cam- 
bridge Bridge  will  not  be  made. 

Mr.  Ladd— It  seems  to  me  that  the  suggestion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  is  a  good  one ; 
that  there  is  a  possible  competitor  in  this  party 
who  may  come  forward  for  an  elevated  road, 
and  I  move  to  amend  the  order  by  inserting  "or 
elevated  railroad." 

The  President— The  gentleman's  amendment 
comes  too  late.  The  question  is  on  the  refer- 
ence to  the  Committee  on  New  Cambridge 
Bridge. 

Mr.  Ladd— Then  I  will  withdraw  my  amend- 
ment for  the  present.  I  would  like  to  inquire  of 
the  Chair  if  the  order  has  been  read  a  second 
time. 

The  President— Yes.  sir. 

Mr.  Ladd— Amendments  will  he  in  order  on 
the  passage  of  the  order? 

The  President— Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Ladd— Then  I  hope  the  order  will  not  be 
referred,  because  it  is  plainly  evident  that  if  it'is 
not  referred  I  shall  make  that  motion  to  include 
the  elevated  railroad,  and  it  can  then  be  adopted. 
It  appears  evident  that  if  we  do  not  push  the 
matter  through  tonight  it  will  be  of  no  avail 
whatever.  Now,  there  is  a  question  in  my  mind 
as  to  whether  it  is  wise  for  the  city  of  Boston  to 
build  the  bridge  at  the  present  time.  But 
whether  or  not  that  is  the  case,  it  is  at  least 
clear  to  my  mind,  and  I  think  ought  to  be  to  the 
mind  of  any  man  who  has  the  interests  of  the 
city  at  heart,  that  the  city  of  Boston  ought  not 
to  pay  for  building  half  the  bridge,  because  the 
section  of  the  city  contiguous  to  that  bridge  on 
the  Boston  side  has  already  been  built  up  on  one 
side  and  the  other  side  is  in  the  course  of  rapid 
construction ;  whereas  on  the  Cambridge  side 
there  are  unoccupied  flats,  and  the  building  of 
this  bridge  will  make  those  flats  extremely 
valuable.  Therefore  it  seems  to  me  it  is  a 
stronger  case  than  the  case  of  the  Brooklyn 
bridge,  and  is  an  instance  where  the  city  o  ' 
Boston  should  insist  that  she  should  not  be  com- 
pelled to  pay  one-half  for  the  construction  of  the 
bridge. 

The  motion  to  refer  the  order  as  amended  to 
the  special  committee  on  the  New  Cambridge 
Bridge  was  declared  lost.  Mr. R.Sullivan  doubted 
the  vote.  Arising  vote  was  taken,  but  before  the 
result  was  announced  Mr.  Sullivan  withdrew 
the  doubt.  The  question  came  on  the  passage 
of  the  order. 

Mr.  Whitmore-  I  understood  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  10  intended  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  the  pass- 
age of  the  order. 

Mr.  Whitmore— As  the  gentleman  has  not 
moved  the  amendment,  I  move  to  amend  the 
order  by  inserting  the  words  "or  elevated  rail- 
road" after  the  words  "surface  railroad"  in  the 
order  as  amended,  wherever  they  occur. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  ques- 
tion was  on  the  passage  of  the  order  as  amended. 

Mr.  McNary— I  move  that  the  vote  be  taken 
by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  motion  was  carried.  The  rol  1-call  was  or- 
dered, and  the  order  as  amended  was  passed  ; 
yeas  50,  nays  2 : 

Yeas— Atwood,  Blume,  Bowman,  Burr,  Car- 
rol], Chamberlain,  Clark,  Cochran,  Connolly, 
Desmond,  Dewey,  Dolan,  Duggan,  Fisher,  Fot- 
tler.  Frost,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Hayes,  Kel- 
ley,  Ladd,  Latti'more,  Lauten,  Leary,  Light,  Ma- 
honey,  McKenna,  McNary,  F.  Morison,  F.  R. 
Morrison,  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Norton, 
Nunan,  O'Mealey,  Perkins,  Perry,  Reilly,  Rich- 
ards, Shaw,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan, 
Sundberg,  Teevens,  Tracy,  Tattle,  Webster, 
Whitmore,  Wilson— 50. 

Nays— Fowler,  R.  Sullivan — 2. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Barry,  Carstensen,  Cole- 
man, Coyle,  Davem,  Dunn,  Foss,  J.  Gallagher, 
llaggerty,  Harrington,  Keiiher,  Kennedy,  Mc- 
Enaney,  J.  J.  Murphy,  C.  C.  Powers,  E.  J. 
Powers,  Sanger,  Short,  Thayer,  Wliall— 20. 

Mr.  McNary  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

Claims. 

30.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  and  order 
for  the  payment  .of  S76  to  Mary  McMahon,  on 
account  of  a  fee  paid  to  the  city  by  her  son,  for  a 
liquor  license  which  became  void  by  reason  of 
his  death. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 
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Public  Lands. 

31.  Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and 
order  for  a  release,  for  a  nominal  consideration, 
to  Nathan  Matthews,  of  all  the  city's  right,  title 
and  interest  in  a  lot  situated  between  West 
Chester  Park  and  Parker  street,  and  south  of 
Boylston  street  extended. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  to  have  some  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  that. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  move  that  the  order  be  assigned 
to  the  next  meeting-  at  half-past  8  o'clock. 

Mr.  Wilson— If  I  am  asked  to  give  any  infor- 
mation I  will  be  happy  to  do  it,  Mr.  President. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  withdraw  my  motion  for  infor- 
mation. 

Mr.  Wilson — For  the  information  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  I  will  say  that  when  the 
lands  at  the  West  End  were  laid  out,  I  believe, 
the  Boston  Water-Power  Company,  or  some 
other  company,  had  an  interest  in  these  lands, 
and  certain  lots  were  reserved  with  the  right  to 
the  city  of  Boston  to  take  them  for  certain  pur- 
poses. That  was  many  years  ago.  That  right 
has  never  been  exercised ;  or  if  exercised  it  has 
been  exercised  in  such  a  way  that  it  is  of  no  ac- 
count and  avail  today.  The  question  in  its  legal 
bearing's  was  referred  to  the  city  conveyancer, 
and  he  informed  us  that  the  city  of  Boston  had 
no  right  in  the  premises  and  had  a  perfect  right 
to  do  this  thing,  which  was  only  a  just  and 
equitable  thing  to  do,  to  withdraw  a  cloud  from 
the  title.  For  that  reason  the  order  has  been 
brought  in  here  tonight. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed 
in  concurrence  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 
Mr.'  Wilson  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

32.  Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and 
order  for  the  execution  and  delivery  to  Luther 
Pollard,  for  a  nominal  consideration,  of  a  quit- 
claim deed  of  estate,  87  Church  street,  on  said 
Pollard's  giving  the  city  a  release  of  all  claims 
on  account  of  taking  land  from  him  under  the 
"Church-street  act." 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question 
came  on  giving  the  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  presume  by  the  wording  of  this 
order  it  is  all  right,  for  it  says  it  is  for  the  release 
of  claims ;  therefore  there  is  a  consideration.  I 
would  like,  however,  to  have  a  few  words  in  ex- 
planation. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  am  always  happy  to  give  infor- 
mation to  the  members  of  the  Council.  When 
Church  street  was  laid  out  the  city  of  Boston 
took  a  certain  amount  of  territory.  After  the 
street  was  laid  out  the  abutters  were  given  a 
title  on  their  giving  a  release  of  all  claims  back 
to  the  city.  Mr.  Pollard,  through  negligence  on 
his  part— and  this  street  widening  occurred 
many  years  ago— never  took  his  deed  from  the 
city  of  Boston ;  and  having  occasion  to  look  at 
the  title  to  his  property  he  discovered  he  had  no 
legal  title  on  the  records  though  lie  had  occu- 
pied the  property  for  the  last  20  years.  He 
therefore  came  in,  and  we  referred  the  matter 
to  the  city  conveyancer,  who  said  that  Mr.  Pol- 
lard was  entitled  to  his  deed,  under  the  same 
conditions  with  the  other  persons,  who  at  that 
time  took  their  deeds — namely,  to  release  the 
city  of  Boston  from  all  claims  and  all  damages. 
For  that  reason  we  brought  this  in. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed 
in  concurrence  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 
Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

33.  Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and 
order  for  the  conveyance,  for  a  nominal  consid- 
eration, to  the  widows'  and  orphans'  fund  of 
Trinity  Church,  of  a  strip  of  land  (about  11 
square  feet)  on  Kirklaud  street. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question 
came  on  giving  the  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  wanted  to  be  sure  that  the  rea- 
sons for  passing  the  other  two  orders  were  good 
reasons,  because  it  seemed  in  reading  the  calen- 
dar that  there  could  not  be  good  reasons  for 
passing  this  order.  I  maybe  mistaken,  and  if 
I  am  I  shall  be  ready  to  acknowledge  it,  and  I 
would  ask  for  information  in  regard  to  this 
order. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  do  not 
know  all  the  facts  in  this  case ;  at  least  I  do  not 
recall  them.  I  do  not  know  why  that  little  strip 
of  11  feet  of  land  came  to  require  a  release  from 
the  city.  But  I  do  know  that  these  four  cases 
stand  in  exactly  the  same  position;  that  the 
title  to  the  land  stands  in  the  name  of  the  city 


of  Boston,  and  should  stand  in  some  other  name  ; 
that  the  communication  of  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners was  referred  to  us,  and  by  us  was  refer- 
red to  the  city  conveyancer,  who  made  the  same 
recommendation  as  in  the  other  cases.  Exactly 
why  those  11  feet  are  in  this  position,  I  cannot 
explain  as  well  as  I  did  the  other  matters.  But 
so  far  as  I  know,  it  is  a  proper  conveyance  for 
the  city  to  make,  and  I  am  content  to  abide  by 
the  decision  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  had  supposed  from  the  reading 
of  the  order,  as  printed  on  the  calendar,  that 
this  conveyance  was  a  gratuity.  Certainly,  if  it 
were  a  gratuity,  I  should  oppose  it  most  strenu- 
ously. I  do  not  feel  that  we  ought  to  pass  the 
order  upon  the  meagre  information  that  has 
been  given.  I  want  an  opportunity  to  ascertain 
for  myself,  whether  it  is  a  gratuity  or  not.  I  do 
not  think  that  we  are  under  any  obligation  as  a 
city,  distributing  the  taxpayers'  money,  to  grant 
gratuties  to  a  wealthy  corporation  any  more 
than  to  poor  laboring  men.  without  a  return.  If 
this  be  a  gratuity,  I  should  oppose  it,  and  there- 
fore I  move  to  specially  assign  to  the  next  meet- 
ing at  half-past  8  o'clock. 

Mr.  Dewey— Does  not  this  order  give  the  rea- 
sons? 

The  President— The  communication  from 
the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  would  show 
them. 

The  Clerk— There  is  nothing  accompanying 
this  paper  besides  the  report  of  the  committee 
and  this  order. 

Mr.  Wilson— For  the  benefit  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  10  I  move  that  this  matter  be  as- 
signed to  one  half  hour  from  now.  I  know  there 
is  no  gratuity  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  accept  the  amendment, 

Mr.  Wilson's  motion  to  assign  was  carried. 

Later  in  the  session  the  subject  was  called  up 
by  Mr.  Ladd. 

Mr.  Ladd— My  attention  has  been  called  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  to  the  communica- 
tion from  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners, 
to  be  found  on  page  272  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  of  this  year.  That  commu- 
nication entirely  exonorates  this  corporation 
from  any  intention  to  obtain  anything  from  the 
city  unfairly  or  unjustly,  and  therefore  I  am 
glad  to  withdraw  my  opposition. 

The  order  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension 
of  the  rule  moved  by  Mr.  Wilson,  and  passed  in 
concurrence.  Mr.  Lattimore  moved  to  recon- 
sider; lost. 

Liquor  License  Fees. 

34.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  that  the 
ordinance  (approved  as  to  form  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances)  to  amend  Chapter  15  of  the 
Revised  Ordinances  of  1885,  in  Section  9,  by 
striking  out  all  from  the  word  "all"  in  the  first 
line,  to  the  word  "excess"  in  the  second  line  of 
said  section,  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  the  order  ordered  tc 
a  second  reading,  and  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to 
suspend  the  rule. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  would  like,  before  the  rule  is 
suspended,  an  explanation  why  this  change  is 
matte. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  reason  is  that  it  is  recom- 
mended by  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  as  I 
understand  it,  is  at  the  suggestion  of  the  city 
auditor.  For  my  part  I  cannot  see  that  it  alters 
anything  particularly.  I  do  not  see  the  need  of 
it,  and  as  a  matter  of  form  I  think  it  makes  no 
difference  whether  it  is  stricken  out  or  not.  But 
if  there  is  any  doubt  or  question  about  it, .  the 
ob  ect  is  that  the  surplus  may  be  expended 
during  this  month  instead  of  waiting  until 
the  first  day  of  May.  As  a  matter  of  fact  it  does 
not  seem  to  me  that  there  is  any  objection  to 
spending  it  now,  under  the  ordinance,  but  the 
auditor  had  some  doubt  about  it,  as  I  understand 
it,  and  the  Committee  on  Finance  finding  that 
we  must  use  this  money  have  recommended 
this  verbal  change  in  the  ordinance.  Therefore 
I  hope  the  matter  will  go  through,  because  if  it 
is  not  passed  now  it  will  be  of  no  avail  whatever. 
It  is  the  right  and  proper  thing  to  do,  and  it  will 
give  us  the  relief  in  our  financial  matters  that 
we  need  at  the  present  time.  If  the  form  of  the 
ordinance  is  correct,  there  is  no  reason  that  I 
can  conceive  of  why  we  should  wait  until  the 
first  day  of  May  instead  of  spending  the  money 
during  the  month  of  April,  although  as  a  matter 
of  book-keeping  it  is  more  satisfactory  to  the 
auditor  to  have  it  in  this  way. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  should  like  to  ask  whether  this 
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refers  solely  to  the  action  recently  taken  to  pro- 
vide for  the  expenditure  of  this  revenue  from 
liquor  licenses,  or  whether  it  opens  the  door 
completely  for  the  expenditure  of  this  money 
hereafter  without  any  further  action  hy  the  City 
Council? 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  so  understood  it,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent. , 

Mr.  Ladd— My  question  was  in  the  alternative, 
and  I  would  like  to  ask  whether  the  gentleman 
refers  to  my  first  proposition  or  the  second? 

Mr.  "Whitmore— I  did  not  catch  on  to  the  gen- 
tleman's inquiry,  if  he  will  kindly  state  it  again. 

Mr.  Ladd— Whether  or  not  the  action  we  are 
taking  refers  solely  to  the  action  taken  for  the 
same  purpose  some  time  ago,  or  whether  it 
would  allow  the  money  to  he  used  in  the  future 
without  action  hy  the  City  Council? 

Mr.  Whitmore— No,  sir,  I  do  not  understand 
that  it  would— not  solely. 

Mr.  Ladd— It  seems  to  me  we  should  have 
some  information  as  to  the  purport  of  this  ordi- 
nance. If  we  cannot  get  that  information  from 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  I  move  to  assign 
to  the  next  meeting  at  8  o'clock. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  believe  I  have  made  all  the 
statements  I  have  any  authority  from  the  com- 
mittee to  make.  As  nearly  as  I  can  understand 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  10,  he  has  asked  some 
financial  questions  which  were  not  before  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  and  I  do  not  think 
they  were  before  the  Council.  I  understand  him 
to  ask  whether  it  will  apply  solely  to  something 
that  has  been  done  before,  or  whether  it  will 
apply  to  the  future.  If  the  gentleman  under- 
stands the  meaning  of  an  ordinance,  he  must 
understand  that  it  applies  to  the  future.  When 
lie  tries  to  pin  me  down  to  saying  whether  the 
Council  is  going  to  do  something  m  the  future,  I 
must  say  I  don't  know  anything  about  it.  The 
ordinance  merely  makes  it  a  little  plainer  that 
the  surplus  will  not  have  to  be  carried  over  to 
next  year.  If  we  do  not  amend  the  ordinance, 
the  same  state  of  affairs  will  come  around  next 
year.  That  is  all  I  can  tell  him.  Judging  by 
the  tone  of  the  question  lie  nuts  to  me.  I  do  not 
think  that  by  laying  it  over  he  will  be  able  to 
come  any  nearer  the  idea  than  he  has.  The 
auditor  suggests  that  the  ordinance  be  amended 
by  striking  out  those  words.  As  I  stated,  I  do  not 
see  that  tbere  will  be  anything  gamed  by  it ;  I  do 
not  see  why  we  cannot  vote  the  money  as  we 
did  two  or  three  weeks  ago.  That  is  what  we 
have  done.  If  there  is  any  ambiguity  about  the 
ordinance,  and  if  striking  out  those  words  will 
make  it  any  plainer,  I  say  it  should  be  done. 
Therefore  I  suggest  that  we  carry  out  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Committees  on  Finance  and 
Ordinances.  I  cannot  make  it  plainer.  I  can- 
not undertake  to  say  what  the  Council  will  do 
this  year  or  next  year. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  rule  the 
motion  to  assign  out  of  order  pending  the  mo- 
tion to  suspend  the  rule. 

Mr.  Ladd— It  seems  to  me  that  in  the  state  in 
which  this  matter  is  at  the  present  time,  as  we 
understand  it,  this  ordinance  ought  not  to  be 
amended,  as  the  committee  has  reported.  It 
seems  to  me  we  should  know  something  about 
what  changes  are  being  made  in  the  financial 
management  of  the  city  of  Boston.  If  such  a  de- 
mand is  made  upon  us,  as  was  made  a  short 
time  ago,  and  to  which  we  yielded  gracefully, 
is  to  be  made  in  the  future,  it  seems  to  me  it 
should  not  be  made  covertly  and  quietly,  with- 
out anything  being  known  about  it  beyond  the 
change  of  a  few  words  in  the  ordinance,  hut 
that  the  matter  should  come  to  the  City  Council 
for  an  order  giving  authority  to  spend  this 
money,  and  that  those  who  wish  to  spend  this 
money  (that  has  in  the  past  been  reserved  for 
some  exigency)  should  not  consider  it  a  hard- 
ship to  come  here  and  ask  the  City  Council  to 
appropriate  this  money  for  that  particular  pur- 
pose, and  not  undertake  to  appropriate  it  in  ad- 
vance, as  I  am  bound  to  assume  from  what  the 
gentleman  has  said,  is  proposed  to  be  done,  so 
that  we  shall  know  nothing  about  what  use  is 
being  made  of  the  fund  from  liquor  licenses. 
We  would  hear  nothing  about  it  and  the  money 
would  be  spent  as  it  is  wanted.  We  should  not 
have  that  resource  to  fall  back  upon.  We  should 
not  be  able  to  look  back  and  compare  one  year 
with  another  and  say  that  such  an  amount  has 
been  expended  in  one  year  and  such  an  amount 
in  another,  and  that  economy  had  been  prac- 
tised. It  seemed  to  me  to  be  necessary  that  we 
should  have  this  $150,000  to  expend  before  the 


1st  of  May.  If  the  necessity  arises  in  the  future 
we  will  have  an  opportunity  to  grant  any  future 
request,  but  we  will  not  have  any  such  opportu- 
nity under  this  proposed  change  in  the  ordi- 
nance, and  therefore  I  feel  opposed  to  this 
change  in  the  ordinanee. 

Mr.  Whitmore— It  seems  to  me  that  what  the 
gentleman  has  said  has  only  shown  the  impos- 
sibility of  the  Committee  on  Finance  or  any 
other  committee  satisfying  him  in  regard  to 
the  way  the  business  of  the  city  of  Boston  is 
conducted.  What  the  gentleman  has  stated 
seems  to  me  to  carry  an  entire  failure  to  under- 
stand the  present  working  of  the  law  or  ordi- 
nance. If  this  matter  is  to  be  put  off  for  another 
week  I  do  not  see  that  we  shall  be  able  probably 
to  enlighten  his  mind.  I  do  not  imagine  that 
anybody  else  in  the  Council  has  any  doubts  as 
to  the  statement  made  by  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, which  is  this:  That  under  the  present 
law  it  is  supposed  that  the  excess  of  revenue 
could  not  be  known  until  the  end  of  the  finan- 
cial year,  and  then  it  could  only  be  spent  after 
the  first  day  of  May.  Well,  now,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  it  is  perfectly  well  known  today,  and  it  has 
been  known  for  the  last  11  months,  about  how 
much  that  would  be;  and  as  the  year  ran  along 
we  knew  how  much  the  excess  was,  and  the  au- 
ditor knows,  today,  practically  the  entire  excess 
of  revenue  for  the  year,  because  on  the  first  clay 
of  May  the  excess  will  be  increased  by  only  the 
few  licenses  that  will  be  paid  in  between  now 
and  then.  Practically  lie  knows  just  what  the 
excess  is,  whether  $100,000  or  $200,000.  Yet  ac- 
cording to  the  technical  wording  of  the  ordi- 
nance the  City  Council  is  not  allowed  to  spend 
that  money  until  the  first  day  of  May,  when 
they  need  it,  and  want  to  spend  it  today.  There 
is  no  mystery  about  it.  There  is  no  attempt  to 
make  any  great  change  in  the  ordinance.  This 
very  item  in  the  ordinance  was  changed  a  ivw 
years  ago  to  the  present  provision,  because  all 
the  surplus  from  licenses  used  to  go  into  the 
sinking  funds,  as  a  great  deal  of  our  surplus  rev- 
enues went  unnecessarily.  Now  we  find  we  have 
got  to  use  that  surplus  revenue,  and  in  drafting 
the  ordinance  we  intend  that  the  surplus  can 
be  spent  in  the  year  it  is  collected.  Now,  as  I 
understand,  there  is  a  little  doubt  in  the  audi- 
tor's mind  whether  he  can  draw  on  this  fund 
before  the  first  day  of  May.  The  amount  of  the 
surplus  is  known  just  as  well  today  as  it  will  be 
on  the  first  day  of  May,  and  that  surplus  will  do 
just  as  much  good  to  he  spent  now  as  it  will  to 
put  it  off  till  the  first  of  May.  There  is  no  mys- 
tery about  it,  and  no  attempt  to  mysteriously 
change  the  legislation  of  the  city.  I  venture  to 
say  it  is  one  of  the  most  desirable  pieces  of 
legislation  that  has  been  asked  for.  At  all 
events,  it  seems  to  me  we  ought  to  pay  some  re- 
spect to  the  report  of  the  Finance  Committee 
upon  a  purely  financial  matter.  If  we  can  use 
this  money  now  it  will  be  a  great  benefit  to  the 
city,  whereas  if  we  wait  till  after  the  first  of 
May  it  will  be  a  more  drop  in  the  bucket,  when 
we  shall  have  $r2, 000,000  coming  in. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  the  order  was  read  a 
second  time  and  declared  passed.  Mr.  Ladd 
doubted  the  vote,  and  asked  for  a  rising  vote, 
but  pending  the  ascertainment  of  the  result 
Mr.  Ladd  withdrew  the  doubt.  Mr.  Whitmoro 
moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

JVewJ  Court  House 

35.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  and  order 
for  a  loan  of  $800,000  for  a  term  of  not  less  than 
30  nor  more  than  50  years,  and  at  a  rate  of  in- 
terest not  exceeding  3V2  per  cent,  the  certificates 
of  indebtedness  to  be  known  as  the  "Suffolk 
County  Court-House  Loan ;"  said  sum  to  ho  ap- 
propriated for  the  purposes  set  forth  in  Chapter 
101  of  the  acts  of  1887. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Miscellaneous. 

36.  Report  of  Committee  on  Department  for 
Inspection  of  Buildings,  and  order  for  the  issue 
of  a  permit  to  Abijah  Blancbard  to  build  a 
wooden  addition  for  a  carriage-house  to  build- 
ing 5  Call  street,  Ward  5. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 
Mr.  Cochran  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

37.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  and  order 
for  the  payment  of  $75.60  to  Charles  A.  Hall,  be- 
ing the  balance  remaining  from  the  sale  of  an 
estate  on  Norfolk  street. 

Report  accepted,  order  read  twice  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule,  moved  by  Mr.  Cochran,  and 
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passed  in  concurrence.    Mr.  McKenna  moved  to 
reconsider:  lost. 

38.  Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Parks,  and 
order  authorizing  the  repair  of  the  covered 
channel  of  Muddy  river,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding 
.$26,500. 

The  clerk  said  this  paper  had  been  withdrawn 
by  the  city  clerk,  it  not  having  been  finished  by 
the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

39.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  and  order 
providing  for  the  settlement  of  the  suit,  now 
pending  in  court,  of  Charles  A.  Whittier  and 
John  F.  Anderson  for  damages  caused  by  the 
taking  of  their  land  on  Amory  street,  Roxbury. 
and  diverting  the  channel  of  Stony  brook  from 
their  premises. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 
Mr.  McKenna  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

South  Boston  Schoolhouse. 

40.  Veto  message  of  the  mayor  on  the  order  for 
the  purchase  of  a  parcel  of  land  on  the  easterly 
side  of  H  street,  between  Fifth  and  Sixth  streets 
(37,500  square  feet),  at  80  cents  a  square  foot,  as  a 
site  for  a  grammar  schoolhouse  in  South  Boston. 

After  the  clerk  commenced  reading  the  mes- 
sage, Mr.  Whitmore  said:  As  the  message  of 
His  Honor  the  Mayor  was  read  in  the  other 
branch,  and  is  in  print,  1  move  that  the  further 
reading  be  dispensed  with. 

The  motion  to  dispense  with  the  further  read- 
ing was  carried. 

The  message  was  placed  on  file. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order,  the  mayor's  objection  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

The  clerk  read  the  endorsement  from  the 
Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  suppose  that  it  is  right  and 
proper  that  before  we  proceed  to  reconsider  this 
matter,  following  the  example  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  some  protest  should  be  placed  upon 
our  record  in  regard  to  the  form  of  the  message. 
The  Board  of  Aldermen  have  treated  the  mes- 
sage of  the  mayor  as  a  veto  message,  and  they 
have  passed  it  under  the  statute  notwithstand- 
ing his  objection.  I  read  it  very  carefully,  Mr. 
President,  and  I  have  not  the  same  doubt  which 
was  expressed  by  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  as  to  whether  it  is  a  veto  message  or 
not.  The  city  charter  is  very  plain  as  to  what 
shall  be  done  in  case  of  a  veto.  It  is  covered  in 
Section  47  of  the  charter.  It  says  that  the  mayor 
shall  in  all  pases,  if  he  approves  of  an  order,  sig- 
nify his  approbation  by  signing  the  same ;  but  i  i 
not,  he  shall  return  the  same,  with  his  objec- 
tion, to  the  branch  in  which  it  originated,  who 
shall  then  proceed  to  vote.  Now,  as  I  under- 
stand it,  that  message  was  directed  in  the  first 
place  to  the  City  Council,  and  not  to  the  branch, 
namely,  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  which  orig.- 
nated  it.  In  the  second  place,  I  don't  see  any 
distinct  reference  to  the  order  as  being  returned. 
In  the  third  place,  at  the  end  of  the  message 
he  uses  words  to  this  effect,  that  if  the  council 
see  fit  to  adhere  to  its  action,  he  will  be  willing 
and  ready  to  sign  the  order;  whereas  if  it  had 
been  a  veto  message  and  the  order  had  been 
passed  over  his  veto,  his  signature  was  not 
necessary  or  required.  It  seems  to  me.  sir,'  after 
those  reasons,  that  it  was  a  very  doubtful  ques- 
tion for  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  decide  as  to 
whether  this  was  a  veto  message  or  not;  and 
whether  or  not  that  has  not  already  become  a 
law,  because  10  days  have  elapsed  without  the 
mayor's  having  signed  it.  Now,  sir,  I  make  this 
statement  because,  before  we  proceed  to  take  a, 
vote  upon  it  in  concurrence  with  the  action  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  I  would  suggest  to  every 
gentleman  who  has  any  doubt  at  all,  that  he 
vote  to  pass  this  as  was  originally  done,  notwith- 
standing the  supposed  veto  message;  because 
otherwise  I  think  we  are  merely  laying  up  for 
ourselves  by  any  other  action  a  chance  for  a 
lively  lawsuit  against  the  city,  If  two-thirds  of 
the  members  present  and  voting  shall  vote 
to  pass  it,  if  that  action  is  unnecessary  there  is 
no  harm  done,  because  if  it  was  passed  before,  a 
similar  vote  would  not  counteract  the  previous 
vote  by  which  the  order  was  passed.  But  if  the 
vote  we  take  is  lacking  the  two-thirds  of  the 
members  present  and  voting,  I  should  most 
strongly  recommend  to  the  owners  of  the  land 
in  South  Boston,  that  they  should  claim  that 
this  was  not  a  veto  message,  and  that  the 
order  became  a  law  10  days  from  the 
date  on  which  it  was  passed,  which  was 
two  weeks   ago.     But   if  we    do  not  want  to 


get  into  any  such  conflict,  and  the  order  was 
drawn  up  in  the  usual  form,  I  should  suggest,  to 
avoid  any  doubt  about  it.  that  the  simplest  and 
best  way  to  do  would  be  to  pass  it,  as  was  done  in 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  over  the  mayor's  sup- 
posed veto.  I  hope  that  this  branch  and  the 
other,  in  all  future  instances  will  receive  from 
all  future  mayors  all  such  messages  in  such 
plain  form  that  no  such  question  can  arise.  In 
this  case  it  involves  a  good  deal  of  money,  and  I 
am  very  sorry  that  the  members  of  the  two 
branches  are  to  be  placed  in  such  a  dilemma 
that  they  don't  know  where  their  authority  is 
and  they  have  got  to  vote  one  wav  or  the  other 
in  regard  to  it.  But  the  only  safe  plan  is,  as  I 
say,  to  do  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  did,  and 
pass  it  over  the  mayor's  veto. 

Mr.  Blume— I  read  the  mayor's  veto,  as  I  call 
it,  because  it  contained  objections,  two  or  three 
times  over,  to  find  out  what  it  really  meant.  I 
concluded  in  my  own  mind  that  it  was  a  veto 
message,  and  I  have  a  peculiar  name  which  I 
think  applies  very  properly  to  it— and  I  speak  it 
without  disrespect  to  His  Honor  the  Mayor— I 
call  it  a  "straddle"  veto  message.  The  mayor 
goes  on  and  states  that  he  inquired  of  the  au- 
thorities in  the  Assessors'  Department  what  this 
land  was  assessed  for,  and  he  was  answered  that 
it  was  assessed  at  15%  cents  a  square  foot.  But. 
nevertheless,  he  thought  it  was  an  advisable  and 
prudent  purchase  at  80  cents  a  foot.  Only  this 
and  nothing  more.  Now,  I  agree  with  any  gen- 
tleman here,  who  has  any  ideas  on  the  subject, 
that  the  assessed  value  of  property  in  the  city  of 
Boston  is  not  the  most  judicious  or  safe  criterion 
by  which  to  judge  its  value  at  all  times.  So  far, 
certainly,  as  vacant  land  is  concerned,  it  is  true. 
When  it  comes  to  improved  property  it  is  not 
true.  You  can  point  out  in  every  direction  of 
the  compass  improved  property  that  cannot  be 
sold  for  the  assessed  value,  and  I  have  a  good 
deal  of  it.  Nevertheless,  it  being  vacant  land,  I 
admit  that  the  assessed  value  may  have 
been  just,  although  the  distinguished  gentle- 
man at  the  head  of  the  Board  of  Assessors, 
Mr.  Hills,  for  whom  I  have  the  highest  respect, 
and  a  more  honorable  or  competent  man  to  fill 
the  place  I  think  it  would  be  difficult  to  find; 
and  his  subordinates  are  under  oath  to  fully  and 
fairly  appraise  every  particle  of  the  property  of 
the  city  of  Boston  at  its  full,  fair  cash  value. 
That  is  the  language  of  the  statute.  And  if  they 
assess  property  at  15%  cents  per  square  foot, 
when,  in  the  judgment  of  all  honorable  and 
sensible  men,  it  is  worth  25.  30  or  50  cents  a  foot, 
they  violate  their  oaths.  I  therefore  caution 
you,  gentlemen,  not  to  place  too  much  reliance 
on  the  suggestion  that  vacant  land  in  the  city  of 
Boston  is  not  assessed  at  its  fair  value.  It  ought 
to  be  if  it  is  not.  Now,  here  is  a  piece  of  land 
for  which  this  enormous  price  above  the  assessed 
value,  almost  six  times  as  much  as  the  sworn 
appraisal  of  the  city  assessors  is  asked.  Never- 
theless, Nahuni  Chapin,  Chairman  of  the  School 
Board,  and  of  the  sub-coin mittee  on  the  subject 
of  schpolhonses,  says  it  is  the  land  we  want.  I 
doubt  if  Mr.  Chapin  has  given  it  consideration 
enough  to  fully  appreciate  what  the  cost  is. 
These  gentlemen  have  their  hobbies,  so  to 
speak,  and  have  their  ideas  as  to  certain 
localities.  Whether  Mr.  Chapin  pays  a  very 
large  part  of  the  tax  lew  of  Boston,  so  that  he 
may  feel  personally  the  effect  of  increased  tax- 
ation, I  know  not  and  I  care  not.  But  I  say 
when  he  picks  out  a  parcel  of  real  estate  in  the 
city  of  Boston,  and  says  that  the  city  treasury 
ought  to  contribute  almost  if  not  quite  six  times 
as  much  as  the  assessed  value,  I  say  that  he  is 
not  regarding  the  city's  interest  with  sufficient 
diligence,  and  so  I  say  to  His  Honor  the  Mayor. 
1  say  he  has  no  business  to  recommend  that 
the  city  of  Boston  purchase  land  at  six  times 
what  the  assessors  say  it  is  worth.  These 
people  who  own  it  pay  taxes.  I  understand,  and 
I  suppose  it  is  common  history  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton today;  certainly  it  is  among  members  of  the 
Council,  that  the  trouble  about  this  schoolhouse 
lot  is  because  the  friends  and  opponents  of  a 
particular  lot  in  question  are  at  loggerheads.  I 
am  credibly  informed  without  question  that 
there  are  two  factions,  one  wishing  to  buy  one 
school  lot  in  one  part  of  South  Boston,  and  the 
other  faction  wanting  to  buy  this  lot.  It  seems 
to  me  that  this  South  Boston  schoolhouse  site 
has  become  a  question  of  faction ;  and  I  am  sor- 
ry to  say  I  believe,  and  some  very  honorable 
men  in  the  city  of  Boston  also  believe  today, 
that  it  has  also  become  a  question  of  dollars  and 
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cents  in  a  fraudulent  manner.  There  is  boodle 
in  it,  gentlemen.  There  is  no  question  about  it 
in  the  public  mind  outside  of  City  Hall.  Boodle! 
That  is  the  word  that  is  now  passing  into  the 
English  language.  There  is  money  in  it  for 
somebody  else  beside  the  owner  of  the  Reed 
property,  and  I  am  told  there  is  some  money  in 
the  other  lot.  Now  1  say  it  has  come  to  a  pretty 
pass  when  the  city  of  Boston  is  to  be  bled  either 
m  behalf  of  one  faction  or  one  set  of  scoundrels 
or  the  other.  I  am  also  credibly  informed,  Mr. 
President,  that  the  Reed  lot,  so-called  here,  is 
actually  today  bonded  by  the  owner,  who  is  as- 
sessed on  this  land,  as  I  have  shown  you,  for  15% 
cents  a  foot— the  land  is  bonded  today  in  writ- 
ing for  three  months,  and  I  think  I  can  bring 
proof  oracular  to  show  it,  at  50  cents  a  foot.  That 
is  what  Mr.  Reed  is  to  receive  for  the  land,  and 
he  is  perfectly  happy.  He  finds  no  particle  of 
fault.  All  he  asks  is  50  cents  a  foot.  That  is  • 
more  than  it  is  worth,  notwithstanding  the 
honor  of  the  aldermen  who  has  made  himself — 
I  do  not  use  the  word  here  to  disparage  the  alder- 
man— who  has  made  himself  the  champion  of 
the  Reed  lot.  I  do  not  impugn  his  motives  at 
all.  I  do  not  charge  any  motives  to  him  in  the 
advocacy  of  the  Reed  lot,  so-called.  But  I  think 
he  has  let  his  feelings  run  away  with  his  better 
judgment.  AVhen  the  alderman  gets  up  and  tells 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  the  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton that  if  the  city  of  Boston  does  not  buy  the 
Reed  lot  he  is  ready  to  buy  it  at  80  cents  a  foot,  I 
again  say  that  I  pity  his  judgment.  I  can  show 
him  many  other  and  better  lots  which  can  be 
bought  at  a  larger  discount  if  he  wants  to  go  into 
the  real  estate  business,  and  can  double  his 
money  for  him  buying  better  bargains  than  that. 
But  I  understand  he  wants  to  defeat  the  other 
site.  He  does  not  want  to  let  the  other  fellow's 
get  any  of  these  other  lots  that  have  been  men- 
tioned. He  stands  in  rather  a  difficult  position 
in  poising  the  scales  of  justice.  He  does  not 
want  the  other  fellows  to  get  $1.50afoot  for  their 
Jot;  and  rather  than  have  them  do  it  he 
is  willing  that  the  city  should  give  80 
cents  for  this  lot.  That  is  the  attitude  the 
alderman  stands  in.  He  intends  that  one  set 
of  scoundrels  should  not  get  the  benefit  of  the 
other  set.  Now,  having  taken  some  interest  in 
this  matter,  I  was  called  upon  yesterday  by  a 
gentleman  who  was  born,  I  believe,  in  the  city 
of  Boston,  whose  deceased  father  was  a  heavy 
real  estate  owner  for  a  great  many  years,  and 
who  at  his  death  and  before  his  death,  owned  a 
very  large  amount  of  real  estate  in  the  city  of 
Boston,  as  well  as  personal  property.  This  gen- 
tleman called  upon  me  and  stated  that  in  order 
that  fair  play  might  be  had  between  the  citi- 
zens of  Boston  who  had  land  to  sell— and  I  may 
say  here,  parenthetically,  that  he  did  not  call 
upon  me  as  his  advocate  or  his  hired  attorney, 
but  as  an  official  of  the  city  of  Boston  and  a 
councilman,  to  present  his  claim  in  regard  to  a 
lot  of  land  in  South  Boston.  I  stated  to  him 
that  I  would  like  to  have  his  proposition  in  wri- 
ting, so  that  I  might  notice  what  he  had  to  sell 
in  case  this  thing  didn't  go  through  over  this 
straddle  veto.  I  know  of  no  better  way  of  mak- 
ing his  proposition  known  to  the  city  of  Boston 
and  this  board  than  by  reading  bis  letter,  which 
1  requested  him  to  address  to  me;  and  I  will 
with  his  permission  read  it  to  the  Council. 

"Boston,  April  13,  1887. 
Mr.  Andreas   Blume,   Councilman,   City   Hall, 

Boston. 

Dear  Sir,— t  note  that  by  recent  action  of  the 
city  government,  subject,  as  I  understand,  how- 
ever, to  reconsideration,  a  lot  of  land  in  South 
Huston  lias  been  agreed  upon  to  be  purchased  for 
schoolhouse  purposes.  The  taxable  valuation  of 
said  property  is  1534  cents  per  foot.  The  price 
the.  city  propose' to  pay  for  the  same  is  80  cents 
per  square  foot. 

I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the 
fact  (and  through  you  that  of  the  Council)  that 
I  control,  but  a  single  block  away  from  this  80 
cent  lot,  land  enough  to  fully  answer  the  require- 
ments of  the  School  Board  as  to  quantity,  and  m 
my  humble  opinion  as  well  adapted  for  school- 
house  or  any  other  purposes  as  the  property  they 
contemplate  purchasing.  This  land  of  mine, 
although  assessed  at  a  much  higher  figure  per 
square  foot  than  the  other  lot  (25%  Cents),  lam 
willing  to  sell  to  the  city  at  50  cents  per  square 
loot.  Here  is  a  very  evident  saving  to  the  tax- 
paying  citizen  of  30  cents  per  square  foot  in  the 
first  cost  alone.  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  in  his 
communication    to   the    Board    of     Aldermen, 


has  stated  that  it  would  cost  an  addition- 
al $2000  to  grade  this  80  cent  lot.  Such 
things  nine  times  out  of  ten  are  pretty  sure 
to  cost  more  than  estimated.  One  portion  of 
my  lot  is  sufficiently  below  street  grade  as  to 
practically  offer  the  advantage  of  having  the 
cellars  already  excavated.  If  that  portion  is 
not  satisfactory,  I  will  sell  from  the.  other  end 
of  the  lot,  where  moderate  excavating  would  be 
necessary,  but  in  a  much  easier  soil  than  pres- 
ented by  the  80  cent  lot.  Horse  cars  also  pass 
continually  on  the  Eighth -street  side  of  my  lot, 
which  is,  of  course,  an  additional  advantage  in 
my  favor. 

Altogether,  I  claim  I  offer  a  lot  equal— I  think 
superior— to  the  80  cent  lot,  and  at  a  saving  to 
the  city  of  fully  $13,000.  The  land  I  offer  is  part 
of  an  estate  (not  a  tax-dodging  one  either)  that 
has  for  years  paid  from  two  to  three  thousand 
dollars  annual  taxes  to  the  city  of  Boston,  and 
should  be  entitled  to  fair  competition  with  others 
for  the  city's  trade  when  the  opportunity  is 
presented.  I  feel  satisfied  that  a  more  careful 
examination  and  comparison  of  my  lot  on  the 
part  of  the  committee  having  the  matter  in 
charge  will  result  in  an  endorsement  of  my  views. 
I  shall  be  pleased  to  meet  and  consult  with  said 
committee  at  any  time  they  may  designate  as 
best  suited  to  their  convenience. 
Yours  respectfullv, 
(Signed)  J  no.  Scott." 

I  read  this  letter,  and  I  was  still  in  doubt  in  my 
own  mind  as  to  the  advisability  of  purchasing 
one  lot  or  the  other  lot,  or  this  lot.  So  about  an 
hour  before  the  meeting  of  the  Council,  about  G 
o'clock,  I  went  over  to  South  Boston  and 
viewed  all  the  lots,  which  were  pointed  out  to 
me,  that  had  been  discussed  for  this  schoolhouse 
site,  and  I  confess  that  if  the  Reed  lot,  so  called, 
which  it  is  proposed  to  purchase  at  80  cents  a 
foot,  were  graded  level  with  the  street,  I  should 
prefer  it  to  the  Scott  lot,  of  which  I  have  made 
mention  heie.  But  as  it  is,  that  lot  might  as 
well,  as  far  as  all  practical  purposes  are  con- 
cerned, cost  at  least  $1  a  foot.  There  is  no  mor- 
tal man  who  can  excavate  and  level  down  that 
bill  and  remove  that  clay  and  gravel  so  as  to  get 
down  to  a  solid  foundation  and  have  the  land 
cost  him  less  than  a  dollar  a  foot.  So  that  prac- 
tically the  value  of  the  Reed  lot  is  $1  a  foot,  and 
perhaps  more.  This  Scott  lot  contains  some 
eighty-one  thousand  and  some  hundred  feet.  I 
have  a  diagram  of  it  here.  One  portion  of  the 
lot  is  somewhat  lower  than  the  other.  It  rises 
on  Seventh  street  and  extends  through  to  Eighth 
street.  In  my  judgment,  and  1  am  backed  up  by 
the  sworn  opinion  of  the  assessors,  the  lot  is 
worth  almost  twice  as  much  as  the  Reed  lot.  It 
is  taxed  at  251<>  cents  a  foot,  and  the  Reed  lot,  as 
you  have  seen,  is  taxed  at  15%.  I  am  no  advo- 
cate of  one  lot  or  the  other.  I  am  not  the  advo- 
cate of  Mr.  Scott  or  his  property,  but  I  do  stand 
here  and  protest  that  when  the  city  of  Boston 
wants  a  schoolhouse  site  they  should  offer  all 
the  citizens  of  Boston  in  the  locality  where  this 
land  is  wanted  a  chance  for  competition.  Why 
wasn't  it  given  out  that  "the  city  of  Boston 
wants  to  buy  a  schoolhouse  site,  and  asks  for  bids 
AVhatdo  you  all  offer  your  land  for,  and  the 
price  per  foot?"  That,  in  my  judgment,  would 
be  the  honest,  honorable  and  economical  way 
for  the  city  Of  Boston  to  buy  schoolhouse  lots  as 
well  as  to  buy  stone  and  coal.  But  it  isn't  the 
way  that  things  are  done.  I  deplore  it,  and 
many  of  you  also  deplore  it.  I  say  again,  gentle- 
men, as  we  have  this  "straddle"  veto — for  that 
is  the  proper  name  for  it— before  us,  let  us  sit  on 
it,  and  let  this  matter  be  reconsidered  and  ven- 
tilated, so  that  the  citizens  of  Boston  may  get 
their  money's  worth.  I  tell  you  again,  gentle- 
men, that  I  know,  as  well  as  I  know  that  the 
blood  courses  in  my  veins,  that  there  is  some- 
thing the  matter  in  this  Reed  lot  business.  There 
is  something  wrong.  The  city  is  paying  that 
money  into  somewhat  dishonest  hands.  I  know 
it,  ami  I  say  halt.  Investigate  this  matter;  look 
into  it  and  see_  who  holds  the  bond  for  50  cents  a 
foot  and  sells  it  to  the  city  in  the  same  breath 
that  they  pay  50  cents  a  foot  for  it,  for  so  cents  a 
foot.  I  charge  nobody  with  corrupt  practices;  I 
charge  nobody  here  with  having  had  improper 
influences  brought  to  bear  in  their  case,  but  I 
say  that  the  air  is  redolent  with  fraud  in  the 
purchase  of  this  South  Boston  schoolhouse  site. 
Let  us  have  it  looked  into. 

Mr.  Leaky— I  suppose  it  is  usual  to  begin  at 
the  beginning,  but  I  will  begin  at  the  end  of  the 
gentleman's  speech,  because  it  was  so  long  that 
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I  will  have  to  try  and  remember  what  he  said  in 
the  last  part.  1  don't  know  but  what  I  will  re- 
fer to  the  "bonded"  part  more  particularly,  but 
before  1  go  on  with  that  I  will  say  that  if  it  isn't 
an  honorable  method  which  the  committee 
have  pursued,  they  have  followed  in  the  rut 
which  has  been  made  by  custom.  I  know  of 
nothing  dishonorable  in  going  about  this  mat- 
ter in  the  way  I  was  instructed  to  go.  I  wasn't 
instructed  to  advertise  for  bids:  I  was  following 
what  has  been  the  custom  for  all  time  in  City 
Hall.  I  will  let  the  matter  go  at  that,  as  far  as 
that  point  is  concerned,  but  in  reply  to  that  part 
of  the  gentleman's  speech  in  which  he  referred 
to  the  bonding  of  the  land,  I  would  quote  a  let- 
ter which  was  received  by  Aid.  Havnes : 

"Boston,  Feb.  28, 1887. 

Dear  Sir,— On  my  return  to  the  city  after  a 
short  absence  I  find  your  letter  addressed  to  my 
mother,  Mrs.  C.  H.  Reed,  in  relation  to  land  cor- 
ner E.  Fifth  and  H  streets,  South  Boston.  My 
impression  is  that  this  land  belongs  to  my  fa- 
ther, Edward  Reed,  and  not  to  my  mother.  As 
they  are  both  South  and  will  probably  not  re- 
turn till  the  last  of  April.  I  wish  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  letter,  and  state  that  no 
price  has  ever  been  fixed  for  this  land.  I  shall 
he  happy  to  submit  to  them  any  offer  that  may 
be  made,  and  inform  you  of  their  decision. 
Yours  respectfully, 

John  Reed, 
Mr.  D.  H.  Morrissey,  Clerk  Board  of   Assessors, 

City  Hall. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  Aid.  Tilly  Haynes 
by  D.  H.  Morrissey." 

I  would  offer  that,  in  connection  with  the 
question  of  the  bonding  of  this  land,  if  it  was 
bonded  four  months  ago.  Here  is  a  letter  dated 
Feb.  28  from  a  man  named  Reed,  who  says  that 
'  no  price  has  ever  been  set  on  the  land.  That  is 
all  I  know  with  regard  to  the  question  of  the 
bonding  of  the  land,  and  that  is  why  we  acted 
on  that  matter  as  we  did  in  the  committee.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  11  has  said  so  much  that 
I  cannot.  I  must  acknowledge,  reply  to  it  in  full. 
I  didn't  take  any  notes  of  it.  There  are  some  of 
the  points  which  may  come  into  my  mind  as  I 
go  along,  and  I  would  like  to  ask  him  questions 
in  connection  with  one  or  two  things.  I  believe 
1  understood  him  to  say  that  if  this  bill  on  the 
Reed  lot  was  levelled,  he  might  consider  that 
for  80  cents  it  was  a  good  site.  I  would  ask  if  I 
understood  him  aright  in  that,— that  if  this  hill 
on  the  Reed  lot  were  levelled,  then  it  would  be 
a  better  purchase  at  80  cents  a  foot  than  the 
Scott  lot.    Is  that  what  the  gentleman  said? 

Mr.  Blume  — The  gentleman  misunderstood 
me.  I  said  that  if  the  Reed  lot  were  levelled 
and  graded  with  the  street,  I  should  prefer  it 
to  any  other  lot  pointed  out  to  me,  at  a  fair 
price.  _ 

Mr.  Leary— Would  it  he  better  than  the  Scott 
lot '? 

Mr.  Blume— 1  should  prefer  it  to  the  Scott  lot 
at  a  fair  price. 

Mr.  Leart— Then  I  would  say  in  reply  to  the 
gentleman,  that  the  agreement  coming  from 
Mr.  Judklns  was  to  the  effect  that  he  would 
level  the  lot,— that  is  included  in  the  80  cents. 
He  is  to  remove  the  hill,  and  if  it  costs  S2000  he 
is  $2000  out,  and  if  it  costs  S5O0O  he  is  §5000  out. 

Mr.  Blume— I  would  merely  call  the  gentle- 
man's attention  to  the  fact  that  it  is  stated  in 
the  mayor's  message  that  he  favors  the  80  cent 
lot,  but  the  cost  of  grading  it  will  be  some  §2000 
more. 

Mr.  Leaky— Then  I  will  have  to  inform  the 
gentleman  that  my  knowledge  is  very  accurate 
on  that  matter.  I  remember  hearing  Mr.  Haynes 
read  in  the  communication  which  he  received 
from  the  agent,  a  Mr.  Judkins  of  South  Boston, 
—and  right  here  I  may  say  that  I  don't  know 
this  Mr.  Judkins  and  never  saw  him  in  my  life ; 
he  is  some  real  estate  agent  in  South  Boston,— 
that  he  would  level  this  lot  to  grade  and  sell  it 
for  80  cents  a  foot.  That  was  a  comnmuication 
made  to  Mr.  Haynes,  and  I  believe  that  com- 
munication is  at  the  present  time  in  the  hands 
<>1  the  clerk  of  committees.  That  is  all  I  have 
to  say  on  that  matter.  I  was  about  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  gentleman  to  the  mayor's  veto, 
which  in  many  particulars  would,  in  my  opin- 
ion, describe  the  lot  better  than  anything  else- 
yon  may  call  it  a  straddle  veto  or  anything  else 
you  are  a  mind  to.  The  mayor  says  that  the 
land  being  assessed  at  15  cents  a  foot  and  the 
asking  price  being  80  cents  a  foot  is  the  reason 


why  he  didn't  sign  the  order.  But  in  the  other 
part  of  the  veto  I  see  that  he  gives  good  reasons 
why  the  assessed  valuation  should  have  been 
different.  He  says  the  entire  locality  around 
there  has  been  built  up  and  there  have  been  im- 
provements made,  and  that  in  another  year  the 
city  couldn't  purchase  this  land.  It  is  a  lot  that 
in  all  probability  you  could  build  eight  tene- 
ment houses  upon,  placing  them  on  the  street 
on  either  side.  Ail  through  his  message  he 
favors  the  land,  and  the  only  one  question  at 
issue  is  what  the  gentleman  raised  the  first  night 
it  was  before  the  Council,  and  that  is  on  account 
of  the  difference  between  the  assessed  valua- 
tion and  the  asking  price.  Now  I  admit  that  at 
one  time  it  was  considered  that  there  was  a 
great  difference.  But  there  hasn't  been  a  single 
person,  with  the  exception  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  11,  who  has  spoken  on  this  matter, 
but  who  has  favored  that  site,  and  said  that  in 
their  opinion  it  was  worth  80  cents  a  foot.  All 
the  opinions  are  against  the  assessed  valuation. 
Now  the  land  in  the  rear  of  this  lot— a  part  of 
this  lot,  but  m  the  rear— is  assessed  at  more  than 
the  land  on  the  front  of  the  street. ,  I  would  ask 
the  gentleman  how  he  would  account  for  that; 
I  cannot  tell.  I  tell  him  that  the  land  in  the 
rear  is  assessed  at  S800,  and  the  land  in  front  at 
SG00,  facing  the  street.  Now  it  doesn't  require  a 
real  estate  agent  to  know  that  land  facing  on 
the  street  is  better  than  land  in  the  centre  and 
away  back,  but  the  fact  still  remains  that  land 
away  back  was  assessed  at  §800,  and  land  on  the 
front  at  5600.  I  don't  know  how  to  account  for 
that.  The  whole  thing  to  my  mind  is  this,  that 
the  place  has  been  built  up  very  fast.  The  mat- 
ter of  assessments  has  gone  on  for  years ;  the 
land  has  been  unimproved,  in  a  certain  sense, 
other  than  through  its  surroundings,  and  the 
assessors  fell  into  the  custom  of  assessing  it  at 
the  old  price,  and  it  made  a  rich  man  of  the 
owner  without  his  paying  much  attention  to  it. 
That  is  why  I  say  that  the  valuation  should  have 
been  more  than  has  been  credited  to  it.  There 
isn't  a  man  in  this  Council,  and  I  don't  believe 
there  is  a  man  in  the  city  of  Boston,  who  would 
say  for  a  moment  that  that  land  was  worth  only 
15  cents  a  foot.  Nohody  would  think  of  saying 
that.  The  mayor  himself  says  that  the  assessed 
valuation  is  merely  a  nominal  sum,  and  doesn't 
represent  the  real  valuation,  by;  any  means. 
I  defended  the  action  of  our  committee  so  thor- 
oughly at  the  last  meeting  that  I  didn't  feel  as 
though  I  ought  to  say  a  word  on  this  matter  to- 
night, and  I  wouldn't  have  done  so,  only  that  I 
feel  there  is  a  movement  on  foot  to  debar  the 
people  of  South  Boston  from  having  a  school- 
house.  As  Aid.  Bromwich  says,  he  has  been 
trying  four  years  for  it,  and  if  the  thing  contin- 
ues I  think  that  Ave  may  try  four  years  more. 
We  want  and  need  a  schoolhouse  in  South  Bos- 
ton, and  I  think, myself, the  committee  used  good 
judgment  in  selecting  the  site.  I  have  met  nu- 
merous people  in  South  Boston  who  have  said 
that  tl.ey  would  willingly  give  at  private  sale 
75  cents  a  foot  for  the  site.  Aid.  Haynes  said 
that  if  the  city  did  not  want  to  take  it  he  would 
take  the  entire  lot  at  SO  cents  a  foot.  I  don't 
know  what  his  judgment  on  real  estate  is,  but 
as  a  business  man  he  thought  that  the  assessed 
valuation  of  15  cents  a  foot  was  too  low.  Aid. 
Bromwich,  although  he  didn't  vote  for  it  at  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Board,  said  he  believed  the 
Committee  on  Schools  and  Schoolhouses  used 
good  judgment  in  selecting  the  site,  and  he 
lives  right  next  door  to  it.  Another  fact  occurs 
to  my  mind— why  didn't  Mr.  Scott,  being  all  the 
time  in  South  Boston,  come  forward  before  this'.' 
But  no:  he  waits  until  this  matter  has  become 
public,  and  has  been  before  the  city  government 
for  four  weeks,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  he 
comes  and  shouts  robbery.  Why  didn't  he  come 
in  before?  He  has  been  around  there  often 
enough.  The  committee  have  been  around 
there  a  dozen  times,  and  there  was  no  one 
in  that  neighborhood  but  what  knew  that 
the  committee  were  after  a  site;  but  this 
gentleman  never  makes  an  offer  until  the  matter 
has  been  before  the  City  Council  for  four  weeks, 
and  then  he  says  that  he  will  give  this  lot 
at  50  cents  a  foot.  I  don't  know  as  I  know 
where  it  is;  it  hasn't  been  described,  and  right 
here  I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman  regard- 
ing its  location? 

Mr.  Blume — I  would  answer  the  gentleman 
by  stating  that  the  land  runs  from  Seventh  to 
Eighth  streets,  and  the  city  can  have  its  pick 
out  of  81,700  feet. 
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Mr.  Leary— Eighty-one  thousand  feet? 

Mr.  Blume- Eighty-one  thousand  and  odd 
feet;  the  city  can  have  just  as  much  as  they 
please  at  50  cents  a  foot,  and  if  they  want  three 
streets,  they  can  lay  a  street  through  any  part 
of  it,  and  have  it  on  three  streets. 

Mr.  Leary— I  would  say,  from  my  knowledge 
of  South  Boston,  that  land  on  Seventh  street,  no 
matter  how  situated,  is  not  as  good  as  the  land 
on  Fifth  and  H  streets,  as  Broadway  is  the  main 
thoroughfare,  and  the  nearer  the  thoroughfare 
the  hetter  the  land.  This,  gentlemen,  makes  a 
difference  of  30  cents  a  foot,  and  it  is  possible 
that  this  fact  might  make  it  better  to  purchase 
that  lot;  but  there  is  this  other  consideration 
that  it  is  back  two  or  three  streets,  and  it  is  just 
possible  that  the  School  Committee  willnot  ac- 
cept it  if  we  do;  because  there  is  considerable 
vacant  land  on  Seventh  street,  and  there  are 
factories  and  things  of  that  kind  there,  so  that 
the  lot  there  situated  would  be  nothing  like  the 
lot  selected.  I  simply  speak  of  this  matter  in  the 
strain  I  do,  wishing  it  to  be  put  upon  its  passage 
tonight,  because  I  helieve  that  these  other  mat- 
ters will  merely  occasion  delay  and  will  accom- 
plish no  good. 

Mr.  Richards — At  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Council  I  stated  what  I  had  observed  in  regard 
to  these  three  lots,  and  I  gave  it  as  my  opinion 
that  the  Reed  lot  was  the  best.  Since  1  have 
heard  what  my  colleague  from  Ward  11  has  said 
I  must  confess  that  I  have  too  much  respect  for 
his  judgment  not  to  believe  that  there  is  method 
in  his  madness,  and  that  the  best  thing  you  can 
do  where  the  question  of  fraud  is  raised,  is  to 
have  the  matter  referred  to  a  committee  who 
can  investigate  it.  Inasmuch  as  Alderman 
Haynes  has  his  opinion  on  the  subject,  and  my 
colleague  from  Ward  11  has  his  opinion,  it  would 
be  well  to  select  a  committee  on  which  they 
both  are,  and  I  should  like,  therefore,  to  have 
the  matter  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
where  they  can  fight  the  matter  out. 

Mr.  Gomez— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
ask  the  gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat 
whether  he  makes  that  motion  in  all  sincerity, 
that  this  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims? 

Mr.  Richards— I  certainly  do,  sir.  If  fraud  is 
cried,  it  is  a  serious  matter,  and  I  as  seriously 
wish  to  have  it  investigated ;  and  as  there  are 
two  Republicans,  one  on  each  side  of  this  con- 
troversy, and  both  are  members  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Claims,  I  think  they  can  settle  it  better 
than  any  other  committee. 

Mr.  Gomez— Then.  Mr.  President,  I  suppose 
the  only  question  before  the  house  is  that  of  ref- 
erence. 1  regret  very  much  that  the  question 
has  taken  this  phase,  because  it  rather  embar- 
rasses me  in  approa  clung  the  question  I  trust 
that  this  question  will  not  be  referred  because  it 
is  a  matter  of  considerable  importance,  and  I 
think  the  Council  would  like  to  take  action 
upon  the  matter  as  it  stands,  whether  the  may- 
or's veto  shall  he  sustained  or  not.  If  the  matter 
is  referred,  why,  it  simply  will  make  a  delay,  and 
there  will  be  no  means  of  our  accomplishing 
what  we  wish  to  do— sustain  the  veto  or  pass  the 
order  over  the  veto  of  the  mayor.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council,  when 
this  question  was  before  the  house,  I  voted 
against  the  measure,  airl  I  did  so  fortius  reason : 
A  year  ago  the  question  came  up  in  South  Bos- 
ton concerning  a  primary  school  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  district.  I  was  very  anxious  to  see  a 
primary  schoolhouse  there;  but  the  members  of 
the  School  ( lomniittee  and  the  principals  of  the 
various  schools  opposed  the  building  of  a  pri- 
mary schoolhouse,  and  asked  to  have  a  school- 
house  upon  what  they  called  the  "Head."  They 
went  so  far  as  to  suggest  that  the  schoolhouse 
should  be  built  upon  Telegraph  Hill.  This  H 
street  is  very  near  the  place  where  the  princi- 
pals of  the  schools  wanted  a  primary  schoolhouse 
last  year.  Simply  as  a  matter  of  principle  I 
voted  against  their  wishes,  because  they  chose 
to  disregard  the  wishes  of  the  people  down  our 
way  a  year  ago.  Since  I  cast  my  vote  against 
the  H-street  schoolhouse  site  I  have  been  ap- 
proached by  the  very  people  for  whom  I 
thought  I  had  voted,  and  have  been  asked 
by  them  to  vote  for  the  H-street  site 
because  it  would  probably  lead  to  the  people  in 
Ward  13  having  another  year  a  schoolhouse 
where  we  want  it.  Now  I  desire  to  explain  why 
I  propose  to  vote  for  the  H-street  site  and  against 
the  question  of  reference.  I  have  been  com- 
pelled to  make  that  explanation  because  our 


worthy  friend  from  Ward  11  has  raised  the  cry 
of  boodle,  which  is  a  very  common  one  when- 
ever such  questions  come  before  this  Council, 
and  whenever  there  is  a  proposal  to  make  a  pur- 
chase where  any  considerable  amount  of  money 
is  involved.  I  suppose  that  the  mayor  may  be 
correct  in  his  estimate  of  the  value  of  this  land. 
It  may  look  very  queer  that  the  assessors  should 
charge  only  a  little  more  than  15  cents  a  foot  for 
the  land,  and  that  the  parties  who  wish  to  sell  it 
should  charge  as  high  as  80  cents  a  foot.  But 
land,  like  everything  else,  takes  its  value  ac- 
cording to  the  demand.  The  people  in  that  sec- 
tion today  have  learned  that  the  city  of  Boston 
in-  somebody  is  very  anxious  for  a  building  site 
and  wants  a  piece  of  land  very  badly.  Of  course 
those  people  want  to  sell,  and  want  to  get  the 
best  price  they  can,  and  that  is  why  th 
price  ot  land  in  that  neighborhood  is  on  a  rise. 
It  is  clear  enough  to  understand,  and  I 
do  not  see  that  there  is  any  element  in  this  that 
would  create  a  suspicion  of  fraud  or  unfair  deal- 
ing on  the  part  of  members  of  this  Council.  I 
think  it  is  a  very  unkind,  uncharitable  and  un- 
friendly accusation  that  has  been  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  11,  that  there  is  a  syndi- 
cate outside  of  or  inside  of  City  Hall,  making 
boodle  out  of  the  transaction.  While  he  does 
not  specially  direct  his  accusations  against  any 
member  of  this  Council,  there  is  still  an  implied 
accusation,  and  I  consider  it  unkind.  For  one  I 
propose  to  change  my  vote  lonight  from  opposing 
the  H-street  schoolhouse  site  to  favoring  the  pur- 
chase of  that  site.  I  assure  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  11  that  no  one  has  approached  me  with 
any  offers  of  reward  or  recognition  on  account 
of  my  vote.  I  have  been  approached  by  friends 
of  my  own  who  are  interested  in  the  site  in  the 
lower  part  of  South  Boston,  and  their  argument 
with  me  is  that  by  voting  for  this  Ward  14  site- 
on  H  street  we  may  induce  the  principals  of  the 
schools  of  South  Boston,  and  especially 
Mr.  Chapin  of  the  School  Committee,  to 
grant  us  in  the  near  future  a  site  for 
a  primary  school  in  the  lower  part  of  South 
Boston  in  the  Ward  13  section.  I  could  make  a 
good  argument  to  show  why  we  should  have  a 
primary  school  there.  We  need  one.  The  great 
opposition  we'  have  had  to  one  was  on  account 
of  the  position  taken  by  Mr.  Chapin  especially, 
and  by  the  masters  of  the  schools  in  South  Bos- 
ton. I  had  a  very  bitter  interview  with  Mr. 
Chapin  at  one  time  on  account  of  that  primary 
school.  I  propose  to  vote  for  this  H-street  site, 
and  to  vote  against  its  reference-  to  any  other 
committee,  because  I  think  that  by  favoring  the 
prcpc'sitich  jf  Mi  Oh  ipin  and  the  principals  in 
obtaining  the  site  that  they;  particularly  want, 
we  may  in  the  future  receive  their  favor  and 
their  support  for  a  primary  school  down  toward 
Ward  13.  The  children  are  scattered  all  around 
in  rooms  rented  for  the  purpose— close,  narrow 
quarters— in  Ward  13.  I  wish  to  get  them  out  of 
those  places  and  put  them  into  a  good  primary 
school  building.  For  that  reason  I  shall  vote 
against  this  reference  and  in  favor  of  the  passage 
of  the  order  over  the  veto  of  the  mayor.  I  trust 
that  the  gentleman  will  help  us  out  in  this  mat- 
lev,  because  the  people  of  Ward  13  have  especi- 
ally asked  for  a  primary  school,  and  I  think  that 
by  favoring  this  plan  we  will  next  yjar  get 
what  we  want. 

Mr.  Duggan— Mr.  President,  after  all  this  con- 
troversy about  the  action  of  the  Committee  on 
Schools  and  Schoolhouses,  in  their  connection 
with  this  lot,  it  is  certainly  satisfactory  to  me  at 
this  time,  sir,  that  you,  in  your  desire  to  reward 
some  of  your  particular  friends,  decapitated  me 
from  that  committee  of  which  I  was  chairman 
last  year,  and— 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  If 
I  understand  rightly,  I  think  the  Council  under- 
stand that  the  gentleman  is  making  a  direct  at- 
tack upon  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Duggan — I  propose  to  speak  to  the  ques- 
tion before  the  house. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  gentleman's  remarks  are  unparliamentary 
and  ought  not  to  be  entertained  by  the  Council. 
No  attack  upon  the  Chair  is  in  order  nor  should 
it  he  allowed.  I  call  the  gentleman  to  order  and 
insist  that  he  be  not  allowed  to  make  any  such 
speech. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

Mr.  Leary— I  think,  instead  of  the  gentle- 
man's reference  affecting  the  chairman,  it  all 
comes  upon  me. 
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The  President— Mr.  Duggan  of  Ward  19  has 
the  tioor. 

Mr.  Duggan— I  do  riot  wish  to  reflect  upon  any 
gentleman  here  or  upon  the  President  in  any 
maimer.  I  am  simply  expressing  my  satisfac- 
tion at  the  action  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Gomez— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  the 
question  before  the  house  is  upon  the  reference 
to  the  Committee  on  Claims,  and  the  gentleman 
is  not  speaking  to  the  question  of  reference. 

The  President — The  Chair  is  unable  to  de- 
cide at  the  present  time  whether  he  is  or  not,  but 
the  Chair  will  decide  the  point  later.  Mr.  Dug- 
gan of  Ward  19  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  Duggan— I  believe  this  may  be  a  reason 
for  the.  cowardly  action  and  contemptible  ac- 
tion— 

The  President— The  gentleman  will  confine 
himself  to  the  question. 

Mr.  Duggan— Of  certain  individuals  who  de- 
sired to  be  placed  upon  that  committee,  and  they 
are  welcome  to  all  the  glory  that  they  have  re- 
ceived. 

The  President— The  gentleman  will  confine 
himself  to  the  question  of  reference. 

Mr.  Duggan— 1  wish— 

The  President — The  point  of  order  raised  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  13  is  well  taken. 

Mr.  Gomez  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Atwood— In  the  three  minutes  allowed 
before  the  previous  question  is  called  I  wish  to 
say  that  I  have  looked  up  this  matter  of  school- 
house  lots  in  South  Boston  very  thoroughly. 
Having  land  to  sell  in  that  section  a  year  or  two 
before  I  came  into  the  Council,  I  looked  the 
land  up  thoroughly  all  through  South  Boston 
for  a  schoolhouse  lot.  I  wish  to  state  here  that 
my  colleague  from  Ward  11  has  made  some  re- 
mark— 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  gentleman  is  going  entirely  contrary  to 
Rule  27,  which  says  that  debate  on  the  call  for 
the  previous  question  shall  not  exceed  10  min- 
utes, and  no  member  shall  speak  more  than 
three  minutes.  In  such  debate  the  merits  of 
the  main  question  shall  not  be  discussed.  The 
gentleman  stated  that  he  intended  to  discuss  it, 
and  I  think  he  unintentionally  misunderstood 
the  rule.  I  call  for  a  decision  of  the  Chair  upon 
Rule  27,  that  he  cannot  discuss  the  merits  of  the 
main  question. 

The  President — The  Chair  will  decide  the 
point  of  order  well  taken  and  ask  the  gentleman 
to  confine  himself  to  the  motion  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  13. 

Mr.  Atwood— That  motion,  as  I  understand 
it,  is— 

The  President— For  the  previous  question. 

Mi\  Atwood — And  I  am  in  order  in  giving  rea- 
sons why  it  should  not  prevail? 

The  President— Exactly. 

Mr.  Atwood— I  would  state  that  the  previous 
question  should  not  prevail  for  the  reason  that 
this  matter  has  not  had  proper  debate  before 
the  house.  By  having  proper  debate  and  ex- 
plaining certain  things  I  think  this  measure 
will  not  be  carried  as  it  was  intended  to  be  at 
first. 

Mi-.  Ladd— I  trust  the  previous  question  will 
not  prevail  because  the  charges  that  have  been 
made  nave  not  yet  been  answered.  The  charge 
has  been  made  that  this  very  land  has  been 
bonded  by  the  owners  for  50  cents  a  foot.  The 
letter  that  has  been  read  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  13  does  not  touch  that  matter  at  all, 
because  it  was  not  and  did  not  purport  to  be  a 
letter  from  the  owners,  but  simply  from  a  son 
who  was  not  even  aware  whether  the  land  was 
owned  by  his  father  or  his  mother,  and  there- 
fore it  is  hardly  to  be  concluded  that  he 
knew  whether  a  bond  had  been  given 
for  it  or  not.  How  I  say  that  if  a  bond 
has  been  given  for  that  land  at  50  cents 
a  foot  everybody  has  been  misled  by  their 
confidence  in  the  action  of  Aid.  fiaynes, 
and  his  judgment  in  this  matter  in  favoring  it 
when  it  should  not  have  been  favored.  There- 
fore I  hope  the  previous  question  will  not  be  put, 
because  this  matter  should  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee as  has  been  suggested,  in  order  that  a 
full  and  thorough  investigation  may  be  made. 
That,  I  think,  is  due  to  the  city  of  Boston.  If 
fraud  lias  been  perpetrated  it  vitiates  all  con- 
tracts. If  that  land  could  be  bought  for  50  cents 
a  foot  it  is  a  shame  and  an  outrage  for  the  city 
of  Boston  to  pay  80  cents  a  foot. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  hope  the  main  question 
will  be  ordered,  because  it  will  cut  off  the  ridi- 


culous motion  for  reference  to  a  committee 
which  has  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  the  matter. 

The  main  question  was  declared  not  ordered, 
after  a  division  of  the  house,18  in  favor,22  against. 

Mr.  Leart— I  doubt  the  vote  and  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays.  On  that  I  believe  there  is  debate 
allowed.  If  this  matter  is  passed  it  strikes  my 
mind  as  a  very  serious  matter.  We  will  be 
brought  before  the  Committee  on  Claims  and 
investigated.  If  the  Council  sees  fit  to  do  that 
they  can. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— I  came  here  this  evening 
prepared  to  vote  for  the  order,  the  mayor's  veto 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  But  in  con- 
sideration of  what  has  been  said  tonight,  I  think 
it  had  better  go  to  a  committee,  where  it  will  re- 
ceive further  investigation.  If  there  is  anything 
wrong  it  will  come  out,  and  all  the  members 
will  be  satisfied.  If  everything  is  all  right  the 
matter  will  be  passed  just  the  same  and  the  site 
selected. 

Mr.  Gomez — As  far  as  the  investigation  of  any- 
body in  this  matter  is  concerned,  I  am  perfectly 
satisfied  to  have  the  investigation.  Let  the  in- 
vestigation go  on.  But  I  do  think  that  there  is 
an  element  of  buffoonery  in  the  reference  of  this 
matter  to  the  Committee  on  Claims,  as  has  been 
suggested.  The  idea  of  the  Committee  on 
Claims  investigating  the  doings  of  another  com- 
mittee of  this  Council  is  ridiculous. 

Mr.  Lattimore— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
My  point  is  that  the  question  is  upon  the  mo- 
tion submitted  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  13 
in  regard  to  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  not  in  rela- 
tion to  the  position  taken  by  the  gentleman 
serving  upon  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

The  President — The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

The  yeas  and  navs  were  ordered. 

The  roll  was  then  called  upon  the  motion 
for  the  previous  question.  The  roll-call  was 
concluded,  and  before  the  result  was  an- 
nounced— 

Mr.  Blume— Will  the  Chair  please  state  the 
question  before  the  house? 

The  President— Ordering  the  main  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Blume— On  what  subject? 

The  President— On  the  passage  of  the  order. 
Mr.  Leary  of  Ward  13  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion. The  vote  was  taken  by  a  rising  vote.  He 
doubted  the  vote  and  on  that  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

Mr.  Blume — I  desire  to  change  from  yes  to  no. 

Mr.  Lauten— I  desire  to  change  my  vote  from 
yes  to  no. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  desire  to  change  my  vote  from  no 
to  yes. 

Mr.  Fisher  changed  from  yes  to  no. 

Mr.  Fowler— Mr.  President,  I  ask  for  a  decla- 
ration of  the  vote. 

Mr.  Wilson— Mr.  President,  I  move  to  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  Fowler— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order;  a 
motion  to  adjourn  is  not  in  order  until  after  the 
declaration  of  the  vote. 

Mr.  Fisher— I  change  my  vote  from  no  to  yes. 

Mr.  Fowler— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order  that  the 
gentleman  cannot  change  his  vote  a  second 
time. 

The  President— The  gentleman  has  the  right 
to  change  his  vote  at  all  times. 

Mr.  Richards— I  would  say  that  the  gentleman 
cannot  change  after  it  has  been  expressed. 

Following  is  the  result  of  the  roll-call: 

Yeas— Barry,  Cochran,  Coleman,  Connelly, 
Desmond,  Fisher.  Foss,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gal- 
higher,  Gomez,  Harrington,  Hayes,  Keliher, 
Kelley,  Mahoney,  McKenna.  J.  Murphy,  J.  .1. 
Murphy,  Nunan,  O'Mealey.  Perry,  E.  J.  Powers. 
Shaw,  R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevens,  Tracy, 
Tuttle,  Whitmore— 29. 

Nays— Atwood,  Blume,  Bowman,  Burr,  Cham- 
berlain, Clark,  Dewey,  Dolan.  Duggan,  Fottler, 
Fowler,  Frost,  Ladd.  Lattimore,  Lauten.  Light, 
McNary,  F.  Morison.  F.  R.  Morrison.  W.  H.  Mur- 
phy, Norton,  Perkins,  Richards,  Snow,  E.  Sulli- 
van. J.   H.  Sullivan,  Webster,  Wilson— 28. 

Absent  or  not  voting  —  Carroll.  Carstensen. 
Coyle,  Davern,  Dunn,  Haggerty.  Kennedy,  Leary, 
McEnanev.  C.  C.  Powers.  Reilly,  Sanger,  Short, 
Thayer.  Whall— 15. 

The  President— The  vote  stands  29  in  the 
affirmative  to  28  in  the  negative,  and  the  main 
question  is  ordered.  The  question  now  comes 
on  the  passage  of  the  order,  the  mayor's  objec- 
tions to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  The 
clerk  will  call  the  roll. 
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Mr.  Atwood  -I  would  like  to  inquire  if  debate 
is  in  order? 

The  President — No  debate  is  in  order  at  this 
time. 

The  roll  was  called,  yeas  36,  nays  23: 

Yeas— Atwood,  Barry,  Carroll,  Cochran,  Cole- 
man, Connolly,  Desmond,  Dolan,  Duggan, 
Fisher,  Foss,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher, 
Gomez,  Harrington,  Hayes,  Keliher,  Kelley, 
Leary.  Mahoney,  McKenna,  McNary,  J.  J.  Mur- 
phy, W.  H.  Murphy,  Nunan,  O'Mealey,  Perry, 
h.  J.  Powers,  Reilly,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan, 
Sundberg,  Teevens,  Tracy,  Tuttle,  Whitmore— 
36. 

Nays— Blume,  Bowman,  Burr,  Chamberlain, 
Clark,  Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost,  Ladd,  Lattimore, 
Lauten,  Light,  F.  Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison, 
J.  Murphy,  Norton,  Perkins,  Richards,  Shaw, 
Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  Webster,  Wilson— 23. 

Absent  or  not  voting'— Carstensen,  Coyle,  Dav- 
ern,  Dewey,  Dunn,  Haggerty,  Kennedy,  Mc- 
Enaney,  C.  C.  Powers,  Sanger?  Short,  Thayer, 
Whall-13. 

The.  President— Thirty- six  gentlemen  have 
voted  in  the  affirmative;  and  23  in  the  negative, 
and  two  thirds  of  the  members  present  voting 
in  the  affirmative,  the  order  is  passed  notwith- 
standing the  mayor's  objections. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Mr.  President. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  do  not  understand,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent— 

The  President— Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  the  Council  now  ad- 
journ. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  declared  carried. 
Several  members  doubted  the  vote.  Mr.  Ladd 
doubted  the  vote,  and  on  his  motion  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  ordered.  The  clerk  began  to  call 
the  roll. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  am  sorry  to  say  I  think  a 
mistake  was  made  in  the  announcement  of  the 
vote.  For  the  purpose  of  deciding  the  question, 
I  ask  leave  to  withdraw  the  motion  to  adjourn, 
if  there  is  no  objection. 

The  President— No  objection  being  made, 
the  motion  to  adjourn  is  withdrawn.  The  Chair 
was  in  error  when  he  stated  that  two  thirds  of 
those  present  voted  for  the  passage  of  the  order 
over  the  mayor's  veto.  The  Chair  will  ask  the 
clerk  to  inform  the  Council  how  the  roll-call 
stands, 

The  Clerk — Thirty-six  in  the  affirmative, 
23  in  the  negative. 

The  President— It  is  not  a  vote. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  a  reconsideration  of 
that  vote,  and  move  to  assign  the  reconsidera- 
tion to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council. 

Mr,  Wilson— I  would  like  to  say  a  word  in 
favor  of  that  motion,  although  perhaps,  nothing 
need  be  said.  But  I  have  tonight  been  com- 
pelled to  change  my  vote,  a  thing  I  have  never 
done  since  I  have  been  a  member  of  this  body. 
At  the  last  meeting  I  voted  in  favor  of  this  meas- 
ure. I  was  in  favor  of  it  then,  and  am 
in  favor  of  it  now.  I  have  implicit  con- 
fidence in  the  gentleman  who  has  carried  on 
the  negotiation  for  the  sale  of  this  land — Aid. 
Tilly  Haynes.  If  there  has  been  a  bond  given 
lor  this  land  it  lias  been  done,  so  far  as  Mr. 
Haynes  is  concerned,  without  the  slightest  taint, 
of  corruption  or  wrong  doing.  I  can  conceive 
that  in  certain  transactions  a  bond  can  be  given 
by  owners  to  sell  a  certain  piece  of  property 
without  there  being  fraud.  I  have  known  of 
cases  of  bonds  being  given  where  there  has  been 
fraud.  If  ample  opportunity  had  been  given  to 
gentlemen  to  state  their  views  tonight,  I  would 
not  have  voted  against  this  measure,  and  would 
have  voted  in  favor  of  it ;  but  because  the  pre- 
vious question  was  ordered  I  was  compelled  to 
change  my  vote.  I  certainly  hope  the  reconsid- 
eration will  prevail  and  the  matter  assigned  to 
the  next  meeting,  because  it  will  give  us  time 
to  look  into  the  matter  and  assure  ourselves 
whether  it  is  right  or  wrong. 

Mr.  McNary— I  hope  the  motion  to  assign  to 
the  next  meeting  will  prevail,  and  that  we  will 
reconsider  it  and  pass  it  over  the  mayor's  veto. 
1  was  somewhat  puzzled  tonight,  and  voted  for 
the  previous  question  because  I  thought  it  would 
bring  the  matter  to  a  vote.  There  are  some  of 
the  members  here  who  voted  against  the  previ- 
ous question,  who  are  in  favor  of  this  order,  and 
if  the  question  had  been  allowed  to  be  argued 
further,  I  think  we  might  have  been  able  to 
carry  it  this  evening.  It  might  have 
happened  if  the  previous  question  had 
not    been    put   througb    that    a    great    many 


who  have  voted  against  the  order  on  tinal 
passage  would  have  voted  in  favor  of  it  on  fur- 
ther discussion.  I  think  the  motion  for  the  pre- 
vious question  was  unwise.  I  hope  the  motion 
to  assign  will  prevail.  I  am  settled  in  my  mind 
at  least  without  further  investigation— although 
I  admit  that  further  investigation  might  change 
my  opinion— that  the  land  ought  to  be  bought, 
and  tliat  it  is  better  than  either  of  the  other  es- 
tates. As  far  as  I  know  I  don't  think  there  is 
any  boodle  in  it;  certainly  not  as  far  as  I  have 
been  able  to  find  out.  I  have  been  trying  to  find 
some  trace  of  it,  but  I  have  not  been  able  to  find 
any  as  far  as  I  have  looked. 

Mr.  Richards— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that 
a  reconsideration  is  not  in  order,  inasmuch  as 
the  vote  we  have  just  passed  is  a  reconsidera- 
tion, and  there  can  be  no  reconsideration  upon  a 
reconsideration.  Look  at  Section  47  and  you 
will  see  that  that  is  the  state  of  the  case. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  have  considered  that  mat- 
ter in  my  own  mind  before  making  the  motion, 
but  I  think  the  gentleman  will  find  and  the 
Chair  will  find  that  that  is  merely  one  of  our 
own  rules,  and  it  is  in  regard  to  a  motion  to  recon- 
sider. The  reconsideration  by  the  law  has  been 
a  further  consideration  of  the  matter,  but  there 
has  been  no  motion  but  tins  to  reconsider.  It 
doesn't  come  technically  under  that  rule,  and  it 
certainly  isn't  intended  to  come  under  the  rule. 
We  are  acting  under  the  act  of  the  Legislature 
in  considering  the  matter  a  second  time,  but 
that  is  not  a  technical  reconsideration,  and  there 
has  been  no  such  motion  made  before. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  decide  the 
point  of  order  of  Mr.  Richards  not  well  taken. 

Mr.  Richards— I  appeal  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chair. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  second  the  appeal. 

The  President— The  Chair  has  decided  that 
the  point  of  order  raised  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  11  is  not  well  taken.  Mr.  Richards  ap- 
peals from  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  and  the 
appeal  is  seconded  by  Mr.  Ladd.  The  question 
is,  shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair  stand  as  the 
decision  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Whitmore — Before  the  question  is  taken 
I  desire  that  the  members  shall  consider  the  sug- 
gestion I  have  made,  which  is,  that  there  is  no 
record  of  any  motion  to  reconsider,  and  that  ou 
rule  in  regard  to  reconsideration  relates  to  mo- 
tions to  reconsider.  I  trust  the  gentlemen  of  the 
Council  will  not  overrule  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  upon  a  novel  point  of  order  without  being 
entirely  clear.  I  stand  by  the  point  that  the 
Chair  is  correct,  and  that  there  is  not  upon  the 
record  any  motion  to  reconsider,  and  the  record 
will  show  it. 

Mr.  Ladd— It  seems  to  me  that  the  language 
of  Sec.  47  of  the  city  charter  is  unmistakable. 
Whenever  a  veto  comes  from  the  mayor— and 
this  matter  has  been  treated  as  a  veto— it  says 
that  we  shall  proceed  te  reconsider  the  ordi- 
nance, order  or  resolution,  and  shall  then  vote. 
We  have  proceeded  to  reconsider,  how  can  we 
reconsider  again ?  It  is  contrary  to  all  parlia- 
mentary rule  .  I  am  very  sorry  to  be  put  in 
the  position  of  appealing  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chair,  but  I  cannot  in  justice  to  myself  help 
doing  so. 

Mr.  Leary— I  was  about  to  make  a  motion 
during  the  first  part  of  the  evening  to  recon- 
sider, out  I  did  not  do  it.  AVe  have  not  voted 
to  reconsider  tonight  and  we  iiave  not  done  our 
duty.  I  was  going  to  make  the  motion  but  I  did 
not  do  it.  I  have  kept  track  of  this  debate 
pretty  well  and  I  know  there  was  no  motion  to 
reconsider  made. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  trust  the  gentleman  who  ap- 
pealed from  the  decision  of  the  Chair  will  with- 
draw his  appeal. 

The  President— The  Chair  dislikes  to  call 
members  of  the  Council  to  order.  Members  will 
please  take  their  seats  and  preserve  order. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  trust  the  gentleman  who  took 
the  appeal  will  withdraw  it.  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  view  taken  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  is  the  correct  one  It  cannot-  be  that  the 
reconsideration  mentioned  in  our  city  charter  is 
the  reconsideration  mentioned  in  our  rules. 
Although  I  am  very  sorry  to  differ  witli  my 
friends  from  Wards  10  and  11  in  this  matter, 
I  shall  feel  obliged  to  vote  to  sustain  the 
Chair. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  think  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  has  given  a  very  clear  explanation  of 
the  point.  Although  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
10  refers  to  Section  47,  I  do  not  think  he  has  gone 
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fully  into  the  matter.  In  the  special  part  of 
Section  47  which  refers  to  the  point  in  issue,  it 
says  that  if  the  order  is  approved  by  two-thirds 
of  the  members  present  and  voting:,  it  shall  be 
in  force.  It  has  not  been  approved  by  two-thirds 
of  the  members  present  and  therefore  it  is  not 
in  force.  But  the  charter  does  uot  go  on  to  say 
what  shall  be  done  with  the  order  while  it  is 
before  the  body.  I  hold  that  this  matter  can 
be  assigned  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council 
because  the  Council  evidently  has  not  come  to 
a  conclusion  whether  the  order  shall  be  passed 
over  the  veto  of  the  mayor  or  not,  because  from 
the  remarks  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  voted 
against  the  previous  question  they  do  so  because 
they  did  not  understand  the  order.  Therefore 
when  you  refer  the  matter  to  the  next  meeting 
it  is  a  mere  continuation  of  the  examination 
which  we  are  now  making,  and  upon  which  Ave 
have  not  clearly  made  up  our  minds  whether 
our  decision  shall  be  for  or  against  the  veto. 
Therefore  it  does  not  come  under  the  recon- 
sideration mentioned  in  the  rules,  but  it  is  a 
continuation  of  the  examination  of  the  subject 
which  we  are  now  making.  I  hope  the  Chair 
will  be  sustained. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  find  by  Rule  38  that  when  a  mo- 
tion for  reconsideration  has  been  decided,  that 
decision  shall  not  he  reconsidered,  and  no  ques- 
tion shall  be  twice  reconsidered  unless  it  has 
been  amended  after  the  reconsideration ;  nor 
shall  any  reconsideration  be  had  upon  either  of 
certain  motions  which  do  not  apply  to  this  par- 
ticular matter.  That  is  Rule  3S,  which  not  only 
says  that  a  motion  to  reconsider  shall  not  be 
reconsidered,  but  that  no  question  shall  be  twice 
reconsidered  unless  it  has  been  amended.  There 
has  been  no  amendment  offered  here,  The  city 
charter,  under  which  we  are  acting,  section  47, 
expressly  provides  that  when  a  veto  comes 
from  the  mayor  it  shall  be  reconsidered. 
Now.  we  have  done  our  duty,  as  we  clairh 
in  this  Council,  under  the  ruling  of  the  Chair 
in  regard  to  reconsideration,  in  the  mere  fact 
that  we  have  taken  a  vote  as  to  whether  or  not 
this  measure  shall  pass,  notwithstanding  tlie 
mayor's  objections.  Therefore,  having  recon- 
sidered this  very  subject,  our  rules  say  it  shall 
not  be  twice  reconsidered.  I  cannot  see  how  it 
is  possible  that  there  can  be  any  other  construc- 
tion of  these  two  matters,  taken  together.  The 
city  charter  on  the  one  hand  provides  what  our 
duties  shall  be,  and  our  rules  upon  the  other 
hand  say  that  there  shall  be  but  one  reconsid- 
eration. Although  I  dislike  to  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  Chair,  I  hope  the  Council 
will  conclude  that  this  matter  has  been  fairly 
discussed,  and  that  it  ought  to  end  here. 

Mr.  Atwood — I  hope  that  the  matter  will  be 
reconsidered.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  10, 
who  has  taken  his  seat,  says  this  matter  has 
been  fairly  discussed  here  tonight.  I  think  he 
is  mistaken.  I  have  tried  to  make  an  explana- 
tion at  least  four  times,  but  could  not  get  a 
chance.  If  this  matter  is  reconsidered  I  pro- 
pose to  bring  up  some  facts  in  regard  to  the  land 
that  have  not  been  brought  up  here  tonight.  I 
think  it  is  only  just  to  the  members  of  the  City 
Council  that  this  question  should  be  recon- 
sidered. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— I  trust  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  will  be  sustained,  for  this  reason  aud  no 
other :  the  question  we  are  acting  upon  is  the 
veto  message  of  the  mayor.  That  has  never 
been  here  before.  That  matter  is  liable  to  re- 
consideration, the  same  as  any  other  question 
that  comes  up.  The  city  charter  says  that  the 
veto  shall  be  returned,  and  that  they  shall  then 
reconsider  the  question.  That  word  was  put  in 
probably  because  no  other  word  would  answer. 
But  that  word  "reconsideration"  does  not  mean 
the  same  thing  as  is  meant  by  reconsideration 
in  Rule  3S— not  by  a  long  sight.  I  think  the 
Chair  is  perfectly  right,  and  I  trust  that  every 
member  will  vote  to  sustain  him.  The  veto  of 
His  Honor  the  Mayor  is  the  only  subject  now 
before  this  council. 

Mr.  Gomez— It  seems  to  me  that  these  rules  as 
laid  down  in  the  city  charter  and  the  rules  of 
the  Council  are  very  susceptible  to  all  kinds  of 
construction.  It  would  seem  so  from  the  pace 
we  have  been  running  this  evening,  and  I  don't 
propose  to  take  any  special  credit  to  myself  for 
being  able  to  show  here  that  we  have  not  recon- 
sidered this  thing,  because  other  gentlemen 
have  endeavored  to  show,  which  in  my  mind  I 
don't  feel  satisfied  that  they  have  proven,  that 
the  Chair  is  wrong  in  the  position  he  has  taken. 


Now  I  claim  we  have  not  reconsidered  anything 
here  tonight  in  connection  with  this  matter, 
and  before  I  go  any  further  I  would  like  to  ask 
the  official  reporter  if  a  motion  has  been  made 
to  reconsider  this  question  tonight?  The  offi- 
cial reporter  says  no.  Rule  36,  in  reference  to 
reconsideration,  reads  in  this  wise : 

"When  a  vote  has  been  passed,  any  member 
may  move  a  reconsideration  thereof  at  the  same' 
meeting,  either  immediately  after  the  announce- 
mont  of  such  vote,  or  whenever  motions  are  in 
order,"  etc. 

When  a  vote  has  been  passed,  any  member 
may  move  a  reconsideration.  That  language  is 
very  clear,  sir,  and  leaves  no  doubt  as  to  what 
is  meant.  In  the  city  charter  it  goes  on  in  refer- 
ence to  every  ordinance,  order,  resolution,  and 
so  on,  that  the  City  Council  may  veto,  that  when 
it  comes  before  the  City  Council  the  City  Coun- 
cil shall  proceed  to  reconsider.  The  language 
of  the  charter  is  that  the  Council  shall  proceed 
to  reconsider,  and  the  question  is  left  there  very 
plainly.  In  my  mind  there  is  but  one  way  to  re- 
consider,— a  motion  has  to  be  made  for  that  pur- 
pose. No  such  motion  has  been  made  tonight; 
consequently  that  number  on  the  calendar  has 
not  been  reconsidered.  What  we  have  done  I 
feel  has  been  done  hi  a  very  unparliamentary 
way,  and  not  according  to  rule  at  all.  I  feel  tha*". 
at  the  very  start  off  we  should  have  proceeded 
to  reconsider.  We  did  not  do  so,  and  the  ques- 
tion remains  now  to  be  reconsidered.  I  think 
the  president  is  correct  in  his  position,  and  upon 
this  argument  I  see  no  reason  why  we  should 
not  support  it. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  hope  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
\\  ill  be  sustained,  and  this  matter  will  be  re- 
ferred to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council. 
There  are  some  gentlemen  who  have  valuable 
information  that  they  want  to  give  to  this 
Council,  and  they  have  been  choked  off  by  the 
previous  question  being  ordered.  As  a  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Schools  and  Sehoolhouses, 
I  voted  to  purchase  this  land  in  South  Boston, 
but  tonight  I  voted  against  it  for  the  reason 
that  the  information  upon  this  subject  could 
uot  be  given  to  the  Council.  I  want  to  go  on 
record  as  doing  honestly  and  abcveboard  what- 
ever I  do  in  this  matter ;  and  if  I  vote  for  a  com- 
mittee to  buy  a  piece  of  land,  and  someone  has 
information  to  the  contrary,  1  want  that  infor- 
tion  given  to  this  Council.  I  hope  the  decision 
of  the  Chair  will  be  sustained. 

Mr.  Richards— I  was  one  of  those  who  voted 
to  buy  this  piece  of  land,  but  after  what  I  have 
heard  from  my  colleague,  I  think  we  should 
hasten  slowly  and  give  this  matter  due  Consid- 
eration. I  now  wish  to  quote  the  language  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  in  regard  to  the 
veto  of  the  Delea  claim.  I  will  read  his  lan- 
guage : 

Mr.  'WniTMOKE— I  slioulrl  be  very  sorry  to  throw  any 
doubt  on  anything  we  have  done,  but  it  seems  to  me  the 
wording:  of  the  charter  hardly  bears  that  construction:  the 
words  of  the  charter  are.  that  if  the  mayor  does  not  ap- 
prove of  anything  lie  shall  return  the  same  with  his  objec- 
tions to  the  branch  where  it  originated,  which  shall  enter 
his  objections  upon  the  record,  and  immediately  proceed 
to  reconsider,  and.  after  such  reconsideration,  if  two  thirds 
of  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  Common 
Council  pass  the  order,  then  it  shall  be  sent,  with  his  ob- 
jections, to  the  other  branch,  where  it  shall  also  be  recon- 
sidered, and.  if  approved  by  two  thirds  of  the  members 
present,  it  shall  be  in  force.  Now.  Mr.  President,  it  seems 
to  me  yon  decided  right  in  the  first  place.  It  does  not  say 
we  shall  make  a  motion  to  reconsider.  We  did  proceed  to 
reconsider  it.  What  is  reconsideration?  It  is  rediscus- 
sion,  reconsideration  of  the  matter,  which  has  already 
been  acted  on  and  we  reconsidered  before  voting  up- 
on it.  We  have  done  so;  we  have  reconsidered  the 
matter,  and  we  are  now  taking  new  action.  Xobody  can 
deny  that,  in  this  case.  It  seems  (o  me  as  far  as  we  can 
judge  we  have  complied  entirely  with  the  provisions  of 
the  charter.  The  matter  came  frem  the  other  branch  of 
the  City  Council.  It  does  not  require  any  order  to  take  it 
up,  and  the  charter  says  it  shall  be  reconsidered,  and  il 
two-thirds  of  the  members  present  vote  in  favor  of  the 
order  it  shall  be  in  force.  It  seems  to  me  the  Chair  ruled 
correc  tly  in  the  first  place,  and  I  shall  be  loath  to  throw 
any  doubt  upon  our  action.  I  would  hesitate  to  make  any 
formal  motion  to  reconsider,  because  the  order  is  in  force, 
just  as  Mr.  Powers  raised  the  point  of  order  that  it  was  in 
force,  and  no  action  of  ours  could  take  that  force  away 
from  it.  The  law  says  it  shall  be  in  force  after  we 
take  that  vote,  and  I  think  the  previous  ruling  of  the 
Chair  puts  us  upon  the  right  course. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  am  extremely  glad  that  the 
gentleman  has  read  that  opinion.  Ihope  he  will 
take  it  home  and  lay  it  up  for  the  future.  But, 
sir,  it  is  an  entirely  different  thing,  as  he  ought 
to  know,  whether  the  vote  has  been  passed  in 
the  affirmative  or  negative.    If  we  had   once 
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made  a  bargain  we  could  not  rescind  it.  But  if 
we  have  failed  to  pass  a  vote  making  a  bargain 
we  can  try  to  do  it  another  time.  I  think  the 
gentleman  will  find  that  a  good  principle  of 
law.  After  a  bargain  is  made  one  of  the  parties 
cannot  back  out,  but  if  it  is  not  made  you  can  go 
ahead  and  try  again.  I  said  that  after  a  vote 
bad  been  passed  in  the  affirmative  you  could  not 
reconsider  because  the  statute  said  that  the  or- 
der then  took  effect,  and  it  did  not  require  the 
mayor's  certificate  or  anything  else.  But  in  this 
case  we  are  in  an  entirely  different  position. 
We  have  not  passed  it  at  all.  I  fail  to  see  any- 
thing in  the  case  to  justify  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman.  I  will  point  the  gentle 
man  to  Rule  27  of  the  Common  Council. 
If  we  bad  been  working  under  the  rules 
it  must  be  conceded  that  somehow  or 
other  a  motion  to  reconsider  had  been  made 
in  the  first  place.  Then  our  rale  says  that  de- 
bate on  the  motion  to  reconsider  shall  be  limited 
to  30  minutes,  but  we  have  been  discussing  it 
properly  for  two  hours.  The  fact  is,  and  I  insist 
upon  my  point  again,  that  there  is  a  difference 
between  the  reconsideration  as  prescribed  in  the 
statutes  and  the  simple  moti«n  to  reconsider  as 
provided  in  our  rales  in  our  own  parliamentary 
practice.  The  matter  of  which  I  spoke  in  the  re- 
marks quoted  by  the  gentleman  related  to  a 
direction  by  the  Legislature  that  in  certain  cases 
we  should  reconsider  our  action  and  vote.  The 
Legislature  unfortunately  used  the  same  word 
we  use  in  our  rules.  But  when  they  tell  us  to 
reconsider  our  action,  it  is  not  the  same  thing  as 
our  rules  telling  us  where  and  how  a  formal  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  can  be  made.  As  I  said  be- 
fore, the  vote  this  evening,  preventing  the  veto 
from  being  overruled,  is  entirely  different  from 
the  circumstances  of  the  other  evening. 

Mr.  Burr — Before  I  can  vote  intelligently  upon 
the  appeal,  I  should  like  the  Chair's  ruling  upon 
the  question  of  what  we  voted  upon  when  the 
previous  question  was  put.  What  was  the  vote 
upon  then? 

The  President— Upon  passing  the  order  over 
the  mayor's  veto. 

Mr.  Burr— Then  it  seems  to  me  that  under 
the  charter  that  was  a  wrong  proceeding  for  the 
Council  to  do  until  the  motion  to  reconsider  was 
made.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  charter  is  very 
clear  upon  tint  point  where  it  says  the  Council 
shall  reconsider.  That  is  the  language.  And  it 
says  that  when  it  comes  to  this  branch  it  shall 
also  be  reconsidered,  and  then  if  two  thirds  vote 
in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  order,  it  becomes 
a  law.  Now  it  seems  to  me  we  have  gone 
wrong'  end  foremost  in  this  matter  from  the  be- 
ginning. We  have  done  everything  wrong  end 
foremost.  We  have  undertaken  to  back  the 
horse  back  end  foremost  into  the  stall  and  feed 
his  tail  instead  of  his  head. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  believe,  Mr.  President,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12  has  stated  it  aright,  and 
that  it  makes  a  very  great  difference  how  the 
vote  goes.  It  makes  a  very  great  difference 
whether  it  goes  in  his  favor  or  against  him  how 
the  ruling  shall  be  taken.  Now  if  we  have  gone 
wrong  end  foremost  in  this  matter,  and  I  am  in- 
clined to  think  we  have,  we  have  been  led  to  do 
so  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  and  now  his 
chickens  come  home  to  roost  and  he  cannot 
refuse  to  own  them.  I  think  we  must  pursue 
one  course  or  the  other,  and  let  our  action  be 
consistent.  It  will  not  do  to  have  one  ruling  one 
way  at  one  time  and  another  ruling  another  way 
at  another  time. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I; just  want  to  add  one  word. 
The  Council  will  consider  that  on  the  veto  of 
the  mayor  it  seems  to  me  we  appear  here  as  a 
committee  of  the  whole  examining  a  matter 
which  has  been  referred  to  us,  and  we  are  ex- 
amining exactly  what  is  contained  in  the  veto 
of  the  mayor.  As  a  committee  of  the  wbole  I 
think  we  can  refer  any  matter  from  day  to  day 
until  we  come  to  a  conclusion.  If  the  vote  had 
been  two  thirds  in  favor  it  would  stop  the  recon- 
sideration and  a  reassignment  would  be  out  of 
order.  But  as  the  charter  reads  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  examination  can  be  assigned  and  that 
at  the  next  meeting  we  can  pass  the  order  or  re- 
ject it  as  the  Council  will  vote. 

Mr.  Richards— I  would  like  to  say  in  reply  to 
the  gentleman  who  has  just  spoken  that  we  are 
not  in  committee  of  the  whole.  I  would  like  to 
ask  that  when  the  question  is  taken  it  be  by 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  roll  was  called  upon  the  question— Shall 


the  decision  of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  judgment 
of  the  Council? — with  the  following  result: 

Yeas— Atwood,  Blume,  Burr,  Carroll,  Cham- 
berlain, Clark,  Cochran,  Coleman,  Connelly, 
Desmond,  Dewey,  Dolan,  Fisher,  Foss,  Fottler, 
J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Harring- 
ton, Hayes.  Keliher,  Keiley,  Lattimore.  Learv, 
Mahoney,  McKenna,  McNary,  F.  Morison.  F.  R. 
Morrison,.!.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Norton, 
Nunan,  O'Mealey,  Perkins,  Perry.  E.  J.  Powers, 
Reilly,  Shaw.  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sul- 
livan. Sundberg,  Teevens,  Tracy,  Tattle,  Web- 
ster, Whitmore,  Wilson— 49. 

Nays— Fowier,  Ladd,  Light,  Richards.  Snow — 5. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Barry,  Bowman,  Cars- 
tensen,  Coyle,  Davern,  Duggan,  Dunn,  Frost, 
Haggerty,  Kennedy,  Lauten,  McEnaney,  J.  Mur- 
phy, C.  C.  Powers,  Sanger,  Short,  Thayer. 
Whall-18. 

The  President— Forty-nine  gentlemen  have 
voted  in  the  affirmative  and  five  in  the  nega- 
tive, and  the  decision  of  the  Chair  is  sustained. 
Mr.  Whitmore  moves  a  reconsideration,  and 
moves  that  it  be  assigned  to  the  next  meeting 
at  8  o'clock. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— I  trust  the  reconsidera- 
tion will  prevail,  for  this  reason:  I  came  here 
tonight- 
Mr.  Wilson— I  raise  the  point  of  order,  that 
the  question  is  not  upon  reconsideration,  but 
upon  assignment  to  the  next  meeting. 

The  President — The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— I  trust  the  motion  to  as- 
sign will  prevail,  and  for  this  reason:  As  I  said 
a  while  ago,  I  came  here  prepared  to  vote  for 
that  lot  as  agreed  upon.  I  believe  in  the  lot 
now.  But  the  friends  who  are  pushing  that 
claim,  or  at  least  those  in  favor  of  that  claim, 
cut  off  debate  and  cut  off  investigation,  which  I 
think  should  be  had,  and  I  was  forced  to  vote 
against  what  I  think  was  the  best  lot.  all  things 
considered.  I  believe  it  is  the  best  lot  now.  I 
trust  the  motion  to  assign  will  prevail. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lattimore  it  was  voted  that 
debate  on  this  subject  be  now  closed. 

The  motion  to  assign  the  reconsideration  to 
the  next  meeting  at  S  o'clock  was  carried. 

Mr.  Learv— Mr.  President.  I  rise  to  a  question 
of  privilege.  There  have  been  reflections  cast 
here  very  indiscriminately  tonight.  Between 
now  andthe  next  meeting  I  ask  the  members  of 
the  Council  to  go  to  South  Boston  and  investi- 
gate for  themselves  and  visit  both  of  the  sites, 
and  not  to  come  here  at  the  next  meeting  cast- 
ing reflections  upon  the  characters  of  people.  I 
do  not  think  there  has  been  any  unfairness 
shown  by  the  friends  of  the  measure.  I  made- 
no  motion  to  cut  off  debate.  The  motion  for  the 
previous 'question  was  made  in  order  to  cut  off 
the  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 
I  think  the  motion  to  so  refer  was  made  in  a 
joke.  But,  however,  as  charges  of  fraud  have 
been  made  I  hope  the  members  will  investigate 
between  now  and  >  be  next  meeting  and  that  we 
shall  have  no  more  reflections  cast  in  regard  to 
this  matter. 

Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  adjourn. 

Mi'.  Reilly— I  should  like  to  ask  the  gentleman 
to  withdraw  that  motion  just  for  one  moment. 
I  have  a  report  of  a  committee  which  I  have 
had  in  my  pocket  four  weeks.  If  he  will  allow 
me  to  present  the  report  he  will  do  me  a  great 
favor. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  am  afraid  it  will  afford  oppor- 
tunity for  a  great  many  reports  of  committees  to 
be  presented,    I  think  we  had  better  adjourn. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost, 

HARRISON-AVENUE  WIDENING!. 

Mr.  Reilly  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets  to  whom  was  referred  (March 
3,  1887)  the  order  requesting  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners to  consider  the  expediency  and  make 
estimates  of  the  cost  of  widening  Harrison  ave- 
nue from  Essex  street  to  Beach  street— That  in 
their  opinion  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted  and  said  order  passed.  Mr. 
Reilly  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

east  boston  ferry  tolls. 
Mr.  Dolan  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  East  Boston  Ferries,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred (March  18,  1887)  the  order  for  the  commit- 
tee to  consider  the  expediency  of  reducing  the 
tolls  on  the  ferries— That  no  action  is  necessary, 
as  the  matter  of  regulating  said  tolls  is  not 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  City  Council. 
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Accepted.    Sent  up. 

PLAYGROUND  IN  VICINITV  OF  THE  COW  PASTURE 

Mr.  Lauten  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Parks  to  whom  was  referred 
(Jan.  20,  1887)  the  order  for  the  park  commis- 
sioners to  report  upon  the  advisability  of  estab- 
lishing a  playground  in  South  Boston,  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  cow  pastures — That  the  order 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted  and  said  order  passed.  Sent 
up. 

SUBDIVISION    OB'    CONTRACTS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  to  whom  was  refer- 
red by  the  Common  Council  (Feb.  3,  1887)  the 
order  for  an  amendment  to  Chapter  17  of  the  Re- 
vised Ordinances  of  1885,  in  relation  to  subdivi- 
sion of  contracts, — that  no  further  action  is 
necessary. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  assign  the  accept- 
ance of  the  report  to  the  next  meeting,  as  he 
understood  the  gentleman  from  "Ward  9  wished 
to  speak  upon  it. 

Mr.  Wilson  said  Mr.  Sanger  desired  to  sub- 
mit a  minority  report  and  ask  if  he  would  have 
that  privilege  at  the  next  meeting,  so  that  there 
might  be  a  motion  to  substitute,  and  the  presi- 
dent said  he  could. 


Further  consideration  of  the  matter  was  as- 
signed to  the  next  meeting  at  8  o'clock. 

PEDDLING  IN   THE  PUBLIC   STREETS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred by  the  Common  Council  (Feb.  24,  1887,)  the 
order  in  relation  to  peddling  in  the  public  streets 
— Recommending  reference  of  the  order  to  the 
Committee  on  Legislative  Matters. 
'  Accepted  and  said  reference  ordered.  Sent  up. 

Mr.  Lattimore  raised  the  point  of  order  that 
a  quorum  was  not  present.  •  The  president 
counted  and  said  a  quorum  was  present. 

salaries  of  police  officers. 

Mr.  Whitmore  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  to  whom  were  re- 
ferred the  ordinances  to  establish  the  salaries 
of  the  members  of  the  Police  Department  (Ordi- 
nances of  1887,  Chapters  8,  9,  and  10)— That  they 
have  conferred  with  the  Board  of  Police  in  re- 
lation thereto,  and  as  said  board  refuse  to  re- 
cede from  their  former  action,  non-concurring 
with  the  City  Council,  the  said  ordinances  are 
null  and  void. 

Accepted.    Sept  up. 

Adjourned  at  11.17  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fottler. 


BOARD     OF     ALDERMEN. 


371 


CITY   OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Friday,  April  15,  1887. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
called  by  the  mayor,  was  held  at  1  P.M.,  Aid. 
Donovan  in  the  chair.    Seven  members  present. 

Six  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  April  term  of 
the  Superior  Court,  second  session. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Lee. 


Monday,  April  18. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
4  o'clock  P.M.,  Aid.  Donovan,  Chairman,  pre- 
siding, and  all  the  members  present. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  McLaughlin,  the  reading  of 
the  record  of  the  last  meeting  was  dispensed 
with. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Forty  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  Mny 
term  of  the  Superior  Criminal  Court. 

HEARINGS  ON  ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

1.  On  petition  of  James  Scales  for  license  to 
erect  and  use  a  stationary  engine  of  seven-horse 
power  at  41  West  Canton  street.  No  objections. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

2.  On  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Fairfax  street. 

3.  On  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Boston  street,  between  Washburn  and  Mt.  Ver- 
non streets. 

4.  On  proposed  construction  ot  a  sewer  in 
Minot  street,  between  Sheridan  and  Adams 
streets. 

5.  On  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Montrose  avenue. 

6.  On  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Syca- 
more street,  between  Ashland  and  Hawthorn 
streets. 

No  objections.  Severally  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Sewers,  (Aid.) 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENTS. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the 
mayor  making  the  following  appointments: 

To  be  Superintendents  of  Hay  Scales— North 
scales,  Charles  Kidney;  South  scales,  Levi 
Chadboume;  South  Boston  scales,  John  M. 
Juhnson ;  East  Boston  scales,  Ebenezer  Hodge; 
Roxbury,  Andrew  W.  Newman ;  Brighton,  Ben- 
jamin F.  Paine;  West  Roxbury,  George  A.  New- 
hall,  George  James,  Levi  P.  Dudley. 

To  be  Inspector  of  Petroleum  and  Coal  Oils— 
N.  Porter  Cleaves. 

To  be  Measurer  of  Grain — Charles  M.  Paine. 

To  be  Surveyor  of  Marble.  Preestore  and  Soap- 
stone— William  H.  Cary. 

To  he  Weighers  of  Coal— James  P.  Stewart  and 
Artemas  W.  Murphy. 

Severally  laid  over. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  /licenses— Samuel  J.  Elles, 
to  run  three  passenger  barges  between  East  Bos- 
ton and  Holy  Cross  Cemetery  on  Sundays. 

G.  A.  Colman,  for  leave  to  run  a  barge  May  30 
between  Forest  Hills  station  and  Mt.  Hope 
Cemetery. 

G.  W.  Calef,  to  run  three  barges  from  Bowdoin 
square  to  the  harbor  steamers,  via  Court,  State 
and  Kilby  streets,  and  Atlantic  avenue— rate  of 
fare  10  cents  per  passenger  each  way. 

To  the  Committee  on  Faneu il  Halt,  Etc.—  Na- 
tional Lancers,  for  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  for 
June  14. 

A.  &  H.  Artillery  Co.,  for  use  of  Faneuil  Hall 
for  celebration  of  their  anniversary,  June  G,  1887. 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Common— S&i&h 
McElroy,  that  two  trees  in  front  of  No.  582 
Eighth  street  be  trimmed. 

To  the  Committee  on.  Police  {Aid.)— George 
L  Burt,  for  compensation  for  the  loss  of  fowls 
killed  by  unknown  dogs  April  11,  1887. 

To  Hi''  Committee  on  Survey  and Inspection 
of  BvildinpsWd.y-NeH  Campbell,  to  build  a 
wooden  building'  on  Paris  street,  of  a  size  larger 
than  allowed  by  ordinance,  in  Ward  1. 

To    the   Committee    oil    Public    Jiuildiinis— 


Howard  Morse,  for  leave  to  construct  an  open- 
ing in  the  cellar  of  No.  14  Faneuil-hall  Market. 

To  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department  (Aid.) 
—Edward  S.  Gilmore,  for  a  license  to  keep  for 
sale  oils  or  fluids  composed  wholly  or  in  part  of 
the  products  of  petroleum,  at  1904  Washington 
street,  in  rear  part  of  cellar. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands— James 
Kelly,  for  permission  to  dump  sand  and  gravel 
on  vacant  lot  on  West  Newton  street,  near  Co- 
lumbus avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps  (Aid.)— Edmund 
F.  Snow  and  others,  that  lamps  be  placed  on 
Nixon  avenue. 

Sydney  L.  Brown  and  others,  for  public  lamps 
corner  of  Washington  and  School  streets,  Ward 
23. 

To  the  Committee  on.  Claims—  John  Bell,  for 
compensation  on  account  of  injuries  to  his  son, 
Frederick  A.,  caused  by  a  defective  seat  on  the 
Public  Garden,  April  16,  1886. 

Thomas  H.  Meade,  for  compensation  for  inju- 
ries to  his  property  on  Columbia  street  by  the 
flowing  of  surface  water  upon  his  estate. 

Mattie  A.  Putnam,  for  compensation  for  per- 
sonal injuries  received  from  an  alleged  defect  in 
Meridian  street,  Jan.  4, 1887. 

Margaret  McDermott,  for  compensation  for 
personal  injuries  received  by  an  alleged  defect 
in  Warren  street,  Roxbury,  Jan.  12,  1887. 

J.  W.  Laut,  for  compensation  for  injury  to  his 
horse  from  alleged  defect  in  Perkins  street, 
March  23,  1887. 

To  the  Committee  on  Seiners  (Aid.)— J.  H. 
Beale,  for  a  sewer  in  Tuttle  avenue,  between 
Savin  Hill  avenue  and  intermediate  sewer. 

P.  H.  Kerrigan,  for  abatement  of  sewer  assess- 
ment on  Brookford  street,  Roxbury. 

Jonathan  French,  for  partial  abatement  of 
sewer  assessment  on  Waumbeck  street. 

William  E.  Bowditch.  for  a  sewer  in  Warren 
street,  Roxbury,  from  Crawford  street  to  Blue 
Hill  avenue. 

Thomas  J.  Lyons,  for  a  sewer  in  Walker 
street,  Ward  23,  from  South  street,  a  distance  of 
330  feet. 

Albert  C.  Bun-age  and  others  for  a  sewer  in 
Tappan  street,  Ward  23. 

Joseph  S.  Hyde,  giving  notice  of  an  appeal  to 
a  jury  from  the  assessment  by  the  city  on  ac- 
count of  a  sewer  in  Westville  and  Bowdoin 
streets,  Dorchester. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands— R.  G. 
F.  Candage  and  others,  for  a  lease  for  50  years  at 
an  annual  rental  of  S300,  of  Apple  island,  for  a 
coal  depot  and  warehouse  basin. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines,  Etc.— 
W.  T.  Emery,  to  use  an  upright  boiler  of  10- 
horse  power,  on  wharf  on  Charles  river,  at  end 
of  extension  of  West  Chester  park. 

W.  H.  Swift,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler 
of  eight-horse  power  for  heating  purposes,  at 
Brighton  avenue. 

Albion  Knowlton,  to  locate  and  use  five  steam 
boilers  of  eight-horse  power  each  for  heating  pur- 
poses, at  207,  209,  ana  212,  214,  216  West  Chester 
park. 

C.  E.  Brown,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler 
of  eight-horse  power  for  heating  purposes,  at  Wy- 
man  street,  near  Centre  street,  AVard  23. 

Albion  Knowlton  and  others,  to  locate  and  use 
two  steam  boilers  of  eight-horse  power  each  for 
heating  purposes,  at  228-230  Huntington  avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  (Aid.)— Simeon 
Watts,  to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden  building, 
for  one  horse,  on  Menon  street,  near  Lexington 
avenue,  Ward  25. 

Charles  Head,  to  occupy  a  proposed  brick 
building,  for  five  horses,  on  Beacon  street,  rear 
No.  412,  Ward  11. 

Henry  B.  Dennison,  to  occupy  a  new  brick 
building,  for  four  horses,  on  Townsend  street, 
Ward  21. 

Smith  &  Lovett,  to  occupy  an  iron  frame 
building,  for  three  horses,  on  Tvler  street,  near 
Oak  street.  Ward  12. 

A.  B.  Caswell,  to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden 
building,  for  30  horses,  on  Dorchester  avenue, 
near  Bay  street,  Ward  24. 

To  the  Oommittee  mi  Paving  (Aid.)— James  D. 
Thomson  and  others,  that  Quincy  street,  Dor- 
chester, be  put  in  repair  and  watered.* 

J.  H.  Gunning  and  others,  for  edgestones  on 
Jerome  street. 

Samuel  Little  and  others,  that  the  city  pay  a 
portion  of  the  expense  of  watering  Warren 
street,  Roxbury. 

Christopher  Blake,  for  edgestones  on  west  side 
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Winthrop-street    extension,    corner    Blue-hill 
avenue. 

L.  P.  Hollander  &  Co.,  to  erect  two  posts  in 
front  of  82  and  83  Boylston  street,  for  support  of 
a  storm  screen. 

William  R.  Cavanagh,  to  move  a  wooden 
building  from  871  E.  Sixth  street,  Ward  14,  to  87G 
E.  Sixth  street,  Ward  14. 

John  Cavanagh,  to  move  a  wooden  building 
from  G  Brighton  avenue  to  the  Cambridge  line. 

Robert  (X  Nevaper,  edgestones  on  West  side  of 
Magnolia  street. 

W.  R.  Cavanagh,  to  move  a  wooden  building 
through  Dorchester  avenue. 

A.  M.  Richards,  to  move  a  wooden  building 
through  Dudley  street. 

J.  Austin  Rogers  and  others,  that  the  city  de- 
fray a  part  of  the  expense  of  watering  Eliot 
square,  Roxbury,  and  Dudley  street. 

Louis  Prang  and  others,  that  the  city  defray  a 
portion  of  the  expense  of  watering  Centre  street, 
between  Eliot  square  and  Cedar  street. 

Albert  Geiger,  trustee,  and  others,  that  Tre- 
mont  street,  between  Boston  &  Providence  rail- 
road and  Huntington  avenue,  he  paved  with 
granite  blocks. 

Edward  H.  My  rick,  for  a  license  to  sprinkle 
the  streets  in  East  Boston. 

Margaret  J.  and  James  D.  Fitzgerald,  for 
abatement  against  their  estate  on  B  street. 

Arthur  W.  Tufts  and  others,  for  sprinkling 
Walnut  avenue. 

A.  J.  Tibbetts  and  others,  that  Blue-hill 
avenue  may  be  watered. 

W.  H.  Goodwin  and  others,  for  a  plank  walk 
on  Goodwin  street,  Ward  23. 

Jacob  Edwards  and  others,  for  edgestones, 
Bellevue  street. 

Robert  C.  Hooper,  for  edgestone  and   brick 
sidewalk,  west  side  of  Magnolia  street- 
George    Faulkner,   for  edgestone   and   brick 
sidewalk,  Alveston  street. 

Julia  Hartnett,  for  edgestone  and  brick  side- 
walk, northeast  corner  Seventh  street. 

Albert  W.  Rounds,  for  brick  sidewalk,  4G 
Hartford  street. 

Nathan  C.  Cary,  for  brick  sidewalk,  14  Thorn- 
ton street. 

Frank  W.Low,  for  brick  sidewalk,  10  Dale  street 

Martin  Trautman,  for  brick  sidewalk,  303  War- 
ren street. 

Henry  Souther,  for  brick  sidewalk,  435  Third 
street. 

Martin  Trautman,  for  brick  sidewalk,  G  and  8 
Dale  street. 

■  To  the  Mayor— Post  113.  G.  A.  R„  to  hold 
memorial  services  on  Boston  Common. 

Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Company,  for 
the  use  of  the  parade,  ground  on  the  Common 
June  6, 1887. 

Petitions  for  Steam  Engines. 

R.  T.  Paine  and  others,  to  erect  and  use  a 
steam  engine  of  30-horse  power  at  Halleck 
street,  rear  of  Ruggles  street. 

Hub  Carbon  Company,  to  erect  and  use  a 
stationary  steam  engine  of  15-horse  power  at 
Lowland  street,  near  Champney  street,  Ward  15. 

Mullin  &  Co.,  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary 
steam  engine  of  six-horse  power  on  West  First 
street,  foot  of  F  street,  Ward  14. 

On  the  above  petitions  orders  of  notice  were 
passed  for  hearings  thereon  on  Monday,  May  9, 
at  4  o'clock  P.M. 

SUSPENSION    OF    RULE    FOR    INTRODUCTION    OF 
REPORTS. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Allen  it  was  voted  that  the 
rule  be  suspended,  so  that  reports  of  committees 
might  be  introduced  at  this  time. 

ARMORIES. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  presented  the  following: 
The  superintendent  of  public  buildings,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  within  petition  from 
Company  L,  Sixth  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  for  an 
allowance  of  $300  to  repair  and  furnish  the  of- 
ficers' room  of  their  armory,  begs  leave  to  re- 
port: I  have  caused  estimates  to  be  made  of  the 
work  which  I  consider  as  necessary,  and  find 
that  $250  is  sufficient  to  meet  the  entire  expense 
for  which  the  petitioners  ask  the  sum  of  $300.  I 
would  recommend  that  the  sum  be  provided, 
and  paid  from  the  present  appropriation,  and 
would  respectfully  ask  for  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
James  C.  Tucker. 

Supt.  Public  Buildings. 


Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  public 
buildings  be  authorized  to  repair  and  furnish 
the  officers'  room  of  the  armory  of  Company  L, 
Sixth  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  at  an  estimated  cost 
of  $250.  The  expense  therefor  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  armories. 

Order  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

HARBOR  AND  LAND  COMMISSION. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  Harbor  and 
Land  Commission  of  hearings  on  April  28  inst., 
at  11  A.M.,  on  the  petition  of  the  city  by  the 
superintendent  of  sewers  for  license  to  build  a 
wooden  sewer  from  Chelsea  bridge  along  the 
front  of  the  navy  yard  seawall,  and  of  the  Bos- 
ton Land  Company  for  license  to  fill  solid  to 
tidewater  their  premises  in  East  Boston. 

Also  notice  of  petition  of  the  city  by  the  city 
engineer  to  reconstruct  the  wharf  at  the  north- 
west side  of  Long  Island. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 

STEAM  ENGINES,  ETC. 

Aid.  Haynes  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Steam  Engines,  recommending  that 
leave  be  granted  as  follows: 

Golding  &  Co.,  to  erect  and  use  two  stationary 
steam  engines  of  85  and  30  horse  power  at  19  to 
27  Purchase  street. 

Joseph  Bennett,  to  erect  and  use  a  steam  boiler 
for  heating  purposes  in  his  house  corner  Union 
and  Winship  streets,  Ward  25. 

Hallowell  &  Colburn,  to  locate  and  use  a 
steam  boiler  of  one-horse  power  for  heating  pur- 
poses on  Atlantic  avenue,  corner  Congress-street 
extension. 

Collins  &  Lee,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler 
of  10-horse  power  for  cooking  purposes  atPlum- 
mer's  wharf,  corner  of  Jeffries  and  Everett 
streets. 

Reports  accepted  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Paving  (Aid.)  as  follows : 

Report  recommending  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Department  for  the  Inspection  of 
Buildings  (Aid.)  of  the  petition  of  John  O.  Shaw 
and  others,  to  lower  the  cellar  of  building 42  and 
44  Causeway  street  to  grade  nine. 

Accepted  and  said  reference  ordered. 

Report,  recommending  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings,  of  the  petition  of 
W.  E.  A.  Legg  and  George  M.  D.  Legg  for  leave 
to  excavate  under  the  sidewalk  of  Nos;  5  and  G 
Faneuil-hall  Market. 

Accepted  and  said  reference  ordered. 

Report,  recommending  leave  to  withdraw, 
upon  the  following  petitions: 

Sarah  W.  Story,  for  leave  to  build  a  stand  for 
the  sale  of  flowers  on  Franklin  street,  Allston. 

F.  William  Bachler,  for  leave  to  maintain  a 
fruit  stand  on  Franklin  avenue. 

Severally  accepted. 

Report,  recommending  that  permits  be  grant- 
ed, upon  the  usual  conditions,  as  follows: 

William  R.  Cavanagh,  to  move  a  wooden 
building  from  702-704  Parker  street,  Ward  22, 
into  Parker  street,  to  be  placed  on  same  lot. 

John  Cavanagh  &  Son,  to  move  a  wooden 
building  from  59  Sixth  street,  South  Boston,  to 
50  Sixth  street,  South  Boston. 

W.R.  Cavanagh,  to  move  a  wooden  building 
from  Centre  avenue,  near  Centre  street,  to  Dor- 
chester avenue,  near  Centre  street. 

William  R.  Cavanagh,  to  move  a  wooden 
building  from  871  East  Sixth  street,  Ward  14,  to 
87G  East  Sixth  street,  Ward  14. 

Reports  accepted  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

Reports  recommending  that  licenses  he  grant- 
ed as  follows : 

Daniel  Clark,  to  water  certain  streets  in  the 
city  proper. 

Adoniram  Curtis,  to  sprinkle  certain  streets 
in  the  city  proper. 

Cook  &  Handy,  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  dur- 
ing the  season  of  1887. 

Augustine  Devine,  to  water  certain  streets  in 
Charlestown. 

Patrick  Grace,  to  sprinkle  certain  streets. 

Patrick  Hart,  agent,  to  water  certain  streets  in 
the  Dorchester  district. 

William  Hannan,  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  in 
Dorchester. 

Aaron  A.  Hall,  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  in 
Roxbury  and  Dorchester. 
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John  Gormley,  to  water  certain  streets  in  the 
•  city  proper. 

Jeremiah  Bradley,  to  sprinkle  certain  streets 
in  Dorchester. 

A.  J.  Turtle  &  Co.,  to  water  certain  streets  in 
the  city  proper. 

Philip  Sowden,  Jr.,  to  sprinkle  all  the  streets 
in  South  Boston  except  Granite  street. 

M.  E.  Stanton,  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  in 
the  city  proper. 

William  A.  Quigley,  to  sprinkle  certain  streets 
in  Charlestown. 

Proctor  Brothers  &  Billings,  to  sprinkle  cer- 
tain streets  in  the  city  proper. 

Orsamus  Nute,  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  in 
the  city  proper. 

Alexander  MeMurty,  to  water  certain  streets. 

Moseley  &  Potter,  to  water  certain  streets, 

P.  J.  Calnan,  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  in 
Charlestown. 

Michael  F.  D'Arcy,  to  sprinkle  the  streets  in 
East  Boston. 

"Reports  accepted  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

Ordered,  That  a  license  be  -granted  on  the 
usual  conditions,  to  James  Guild,  the  owner  of 
the  estate  numbered  23S7  Washington  street,  to 
construct  and  maintain  an  iron  grating  in  the 
sidewalk  in  front  of  bis  estate. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order— That  the  superintendent  of 
streets  be  directed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones 
in  front  of  estate  of  Mary  O.  Adams,  northeast- 
erly corner  of  Commonwealth  avenue  and 
Gloucester  street. 

Order  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order— That  the  superintendent  of 
streets  be  directed  to  pave  the  sidewalk  with 
brick  in  front  of  estate  of  Joseph  Feldman,  679 
to  C89  inclusive,  Shawmut  avenue. 

Order  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Reports  and  orders— That  the  superintendent 
of  streets  be  directed  to  furnish  and  set  edge- 
stones  and  pave  the  sidewalk  with  brick  in 
front  of  estates  as  follows : 

J.  M.  Thompson,  8  and  10  Westland  avenue. 

Joseph  Feldman,  comer  of  Shawmut  avenue 
and  'Windsor  street. 

Orders  passed  under  suspension  of  tiie  rule. 

CLAIMS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims,  recommending  that  the  peti- 
tioners have  leave  to  withdraw  upon  the  follow- 
ing petitions: 

Robert  Peer,  to  be  compensated  for  personal 
injuries  received  from  a  fall  on  Middlesex 
street,  Jan.  G.  1887. 

C.  T.  S.  Townsend,  to  be  compensated  for  in- 
juries to  Iris  horse  and  damage  to  his  property 
occasioned  on  account  of  an  alleged  defect  in 
Park  street,  Dorchester.  Dec.  24,  1SS6. 

Reports  accepted.    Sent  down. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Aid.  Carroll  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to 
whom  was  referred  (March  11)  the  order  author- 
izing the  transfer  to  and  sale  by  the  Street  Com- 
missioners of  a  part  of  the  Paving  Department 
yard  on  a  passageway  leading  from  Hereford 
street — Recommending  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Report  accepted  and  said  order  passed.  Sent 
down. 

Aid.  Carroll  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  proposition  of  Jesse  L. 
Nason  to  buy  the  lot  of  land  belonging  to  the 
city  on  "West  Newton  street  and  West  Rutland 
square—  'that  no  action  is  necessary  thereon  as 
the  property  in  question  has  been  sold  by  the 
city  to  the  Baldwin-Place  Home  for  Little  Wan- 
derers. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

TREES. 

Aid,  Allen  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common,  etc.  (Aid.),  recommending 
that  leave  be  granted  John  A.  Whittemore  and 
others,  to  remove  at  their  own  expense  a  dead 
tree,  and  to  change  the  location  of  five  other 
trees,  and  to  trim  the  remaining  trees  on  Corev 
street.  Ward  23. 

Accepted,  and  leave  granted  as  recommended. 

stables. 
Aid.  Allen  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health    (Aid.),    recommending  that 


leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  conditions  to  oc- 
cupy stables  as  follows: 

Annie  Coe,  old  wooden,  six  horses,  434  Main 
street,  Ward  4. 

Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  old  brick,  152 
horses,  Pynchon  and  Tremont  streets,  Ward  21. 

Mary  S.  Philbrick,  wooden,  two  horses,  Craw- 
ford street,  near  Humboldt  avenue,  Ward  21. 

J.  F.  Morse  &  Co.,  new  wooden,  four  horses. 
Girard  street,  between  Kemble  street  and  Nor- 
folk avenue.  Ward  20. 

John  W.  Porter,  proposed  wooden,  two  horses, 
No.  887  Adams  street,  Ward  24. 

John  M.  Call,  wooden,  six  horses,  Call  street, 
near  Everett  street,  Ward  23. 

Bradford  L.  Boweu,  wooden,  four  horses,  cor- 
ner Rutherford  avenue  and  Middlesex  street, 
Ward  4. 

Joseph  George,  old  wooden,  one  horse,  rear 
754  Sixth  street.  Ward  14. 

D.  M.  Yeomans,  proposed  wooden,  four  horses, 
Feimo  court,  rear  No.  1432  Dorchester  avenue. 
Ward  24 ;  also  upon  the  further  condition  that 
the  stable  be  placed  in  the  rearof  the  rear  house 
in  Fenno  court. 

John  D.  Lane,  new  brick,  four  horses,  119-121 
Trenton  street,  Ward  1 ;  also  upon  the  further 
condition  that  the  stable  be  placed  in  the  rear 
of  the  lot. 

Reports  accepted  and  leave  granted  as  recom- 
mended. 

Also  a  report  recommending-  leave  to  with- 
draw upon  the  petition  of  James  Walsh,  for 
leave  to  occupy  a  new  wooden  building  for  one 
horse  on  No.  309  East  Eagle  street,  East  Boston, 
Ward  1.    Accepted. 

FOREST  HILLS  CEMETERY. 

Aid.  Capen  suDmitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Cemeteries  (Aid.),  upon  the  petition  of 
the  proprietors  of  Forest  Hills  Cemetery,  for 
leave  to  use  for  burial  purposes,  a  tract  of  their 
land  located  on  Canterbury  street— Recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  the  following  order : 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  hereby  granted 
to  the  proprietors  of  Forest  Hills  Cemetery  to 
use  for  burial  purposes  a  tract  of  their  land  sit- 
uated on  Canterbury  street,  containing  about 
40  acres,  and  bounded  and  described  as  fol- 
lows : 

Northwesterly,  by  said  Canterbury  street,  bv 
land  of  the  city  of  Boston  and  by  land  of  the 
Morton  heirs. 

Southwesterly,  by  land  now  or  late  of  Nelson 
Pierce. 

Southeasterly,  by  land  now  or  late  of  the  Ply- 
mouth Savings  Bank  and  land  now  or  late  of 
Thomas  Welch. 

Northeasterly,  by  land  of  the  Morton  heirs 
and  by  land  of  the  city  of  Boston. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

INSPECTION  OF  BUILDINGS. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  De- 
partment for  the  Inspection  of  Buildings: 

Report  and  order— That  the  inspector  of  build- 
ings oe  authorized  to  issue  a  permit  to  Thomas 
F.  Scaulan  to  build,  outside  the  building  limits, 
two  wooden  buildings  on  Howard  street,  near 
Magazine  street,  Ward  20,  in  excess  of  range  al- 
lowed and  without  the  intervention  or  construc- 
tion of  a  brick  wall  as  required  by  the  ordi- 
nances, and  in  accordance  with  an  application 
on  rile  m  the  Department  for  the  Inspection  of 
Buildings;  said  building  to  be  occupied  for 
storage  of  lumber  and  carriages,  and  part  as  a 
stable. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule.  Sent 
down. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Charles  O.  Beck,  for 
leave  to  build  a  wooden  addition  to  a  building 
on  Franklin  street,  Brighton— Recommending 
that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

FANEUIL   HALL. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Faneuil  Hall,  etc.,  as  follows: 

Recommending  that  leave  be  granted  the 
National  Lancers  to  use  Faneuil  Hall  on 
June  14. 

Recommending  that  leave  be  granted  the  A. 
&  H.  Artillery  Company  to  use  Faneuil  Hall  for 
the  celebration  of  their  anniversary  on  June 

6,  1S87. 

Recommending  thai  leave  be  granted,  on  the 
usual  conditions,  to  W.  Johnson  and  others,  to 
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use  Faneuil    Hall  on    Monday  (daytime),  May 
30,  1887. 

Reports  accepted  and  leave  granted  as  recom- 
mended. 

UNDERGROUND  CONDUITS. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Electric  Wires: 

The  Committee  on  Electric  Wires,  to  whom 
were  referred  the  petition  of  W.  R.  Clark  and 
others,  that  the  rights  granted  to  them  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  to  lay  conduits  for  under- 
ground wires  in  certain  streets  of  the  city,  under 
an  order  passed  Dec.  31,  1881,  be  transferred  to 
the  American  Conduit  and  Construction  Com- 
pany, and  also  the  petition  of  the  American 
Conduit  and  Construction  Company,  for  leave 
to  acquire  the  rights  granted  to  the  said  W.  R. 
Clark  and  others,  as  above  mentioned,  having 
considered  the  subject,  respectfully  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  orders: 

Ordered,  That  William  R.  Clark,  Charles  W. 
Lewis,  John  F.  Shorey,  Frederick  Allen,  Alfred 
A.  Mckerson,  S.  O.Richardson  and  Cyrus  Wake- 
field be  authorized  to  transfer  to  the  American 
Conduit  and  Construction  Company  all  the 
rights  and  privileges  to  lay  and  maintain  pipes 
and  conduits  to  conduct  wires  underground  in 
certain  streets  in  this  city,  obtained  under  an 
order  passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  Dec.  31, 
1881. 

Ordered,  That  the  American  Conduit  and 
Construction  Company  be  authorized  to  acquire 
all  the  rights  and  privileges  granted  to  William 
R.  Clark  and  six  others,  to  lay  and  maintain 
pipes  and  conduits  to  conduct  wires  underground 
m  certain  streets  in  this  city,  by  an  order  passed 
by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  Dec.  31,  1881,  subject 
to  the  provisions  and  conditions  contained  in 
said  order,  and  also  to  the  provisions  and  con- 
ditions contained  in  Sections  25  to  32  inclusive, 
of  Chapter  28  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1885, 
as  amended  by  Chapter  5  of  the  Ordinances  of 
1886. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  orders  were 
read. 

Aid  N.  G.  Smith— I  hope  the  rule  will  not  be 
suspended,  but  that  the  orders  will  be  allowed 
to  go  over  until  next  week.  This  is  the  first 
time  I  have  heard  of  the  order,  and  there  are 
some  tilings  in  connection  with  it  1  would  like 
to  look  up. 

The  Chairman — The  order  will  lie  over  under 
the  rule. 

Aid  Carroll— I  was  reading  while  the  gentle- 
man was  making  his  remarks  against  suspend- 
ing the  rules  of  the  Board.  The  gentleman  has 
not  given  any  reasons  why  the  order  should  be. 
laid  over,  and  unless  he  does  1  hope  it  will  not  be. 

The  Chairman— Does  the  gentleman  move  to 
suspend  the  rule? 

Aid.  Carroll— Yes,  sir.  I  think  the  gentle- 
man should  give  some  reasons,  and  unless  he 
gives  reasons,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  laid  over. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  think  it  is  a  sufficient 
reason  when  a  member  of  the  Board  desires  time 
lo  investigate  a  matter  that  is  brought  in  for  the 
first  time.  If  the  matter  has  any  merit  at  all,  it 
will  stand  investigation,  I  do  not  know  any- 
thing about  that  order.  I  am  all  the  more 
urgent  now  that  it  should  lie  over,  that  I  may 
see  if  there  is  a  cat  in  the  meal.  I  desire  an 
opportunity  to  look  into  anything  that  comes 
in  here,  and  f  don't  think  that  things 
should  be  sprung  upon  us  at  once.  When  the 
gentleman  says  I  have  not  given  good  reasons, 
I  reply  that  it  is  the  best  possible  reason  when  a 
member  gets  up  here  and  expresses  a  desire  for 
time  to  investigate  a  matter.  I  hope  the  rule 
will  not  be  suspended,  and  that  the  order  will 
take  the  usual  course  and  time  be  allowed  to 
investigate  it. 

Aid.  Bromwich— A  week  ago  I  had  the  same 
opinion  as  the  alderman  who  has  just  sat  down, 
and  at  that  time  I  think  I  gave  reasons  why  an 
order  should  lie  over  one  week.  Out  of  cour- 
tesy to  the  alderman,  I  should  like  to  vote  to  lay 
the  order  over;  but  feeling  as  I  do  at  this  time, 
after  the  action  of  the  Board  toward  me  last 
week,  I  shall  vote  to  proceed  straight  with  it, 
as  I  think  they  must  have  been  right  and  that  I 
was  wrong.  They  showed  me  what  they  could 
do,  and  it  was  all  right:  and,  certainly,  if  they 
were  right,  I  must  have  been  wrong. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— May  I  ask  the  gentleman  a 
question? 

Aid.  Bromwich— Please  to  allow  me  to  pro- 
ceed. 


The  Chairman— Does  the  alderman  give  way 
for  a  question? 

Aid.  Bromwich— Yes,  sir. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— Does  the  gentleman  hold 
me  responsible  for  the  action  of  the  Board? 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  hold  the  gentleman  re- 
sponsible for  what  he  did  himself,  and  I  intend 
to  hold  him  to  it.  This  is  only  a  transfer;  it  is 
no  expense  to  the  city  of  Boston.  The  other 
was  at  the  expense  of  our  characters,  if  we 
have  any,  and  we  were  trying  to  defend  our- 
selves—at least  I  did— and  it  was  refused  to  be 
laid  over  one  week.  Nowhere  is  a  simple  trans- 
fer by  one  corporation  of  its  rights,  received  in 
1881,  to  another  corporation,  and  I  don't  know 
how  much  good  it  will  do  to  lay  it  over  one 
week,  being  simply  a  transfer.  Therefore  I  hope 
we  shall  pass  it. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  was  reading  the  original  order 
(passed  in  1881)  when  this  order  was  read,  and 
while  the  gentleman  was  raising  his  voice  to  lay 
the  matter  over.  I  take  the  same  grounds  as  the 
gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat.  As  'a 
matter  of  fact,  these  people  have  no  right,  they 
are  not  obliged  to  come  here  at  all.  In  fact  I 
raised  that  point  in  the  committee.  The  grant 
was  given  to  them  in  1881,  and  it  is  still 
in  force.  I  was  just  reading  the  proceedings 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at  the  time  the  grant 
was  given  to  them.  What  they  desire  is 
simply  this:  probably  not  having  capital 
enough  to  spend  such  a  large  sum  of  mo- 
ney, they  have  associated  with  themselves 
a  company  which  has  a  system  for  carry- 
ing conduits  that,  from  what  1  can  see  and 
hear,  is  superior  to  any  other  system  in  this 
country ;  and  they  have  simply  requested  leave 
of  the  city  to  be  associated  witli  that  company ; 
to  have  their  rights  transferred  to  the  company; 
Now  the  only  reason  the  gentleman  has  ad- 
vanced for  laying  this  over  is  that  there  is  a 
cat  in  the  meal.  Iain  really  willing,  so  far  as  I 
am  concerned,  to  let  him  have  a  chance  to  see 
the  cat.  because  f  know  what  the  newspapers 
will  say,  that  it  is  Aid.  Carroll  against  Aid. 
Smith ;  and  of  course,  as  Mr.  Smith  is  the  big- 
ger man  in  the  community,  Aid.  Carroll  has  to 
take  all  the  abuse.  For  one,  I  don't  care.  But 
all  I  do  say  is  this:  when  a  committee  of  this 
Board  makes  a  recommendation  and  the  Board 
want  to  investigate  it,  1  want  some  reason  for  it 
being  investigated,  and  not  because  Mr.  Smith 
is  a  better  man  than  Mr.  Jones,  and  because  the 
man  whe  makes  the  request  does  so  for  merito- 
rious reasons.  Now  I  am  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee who  make  this  report.  These  parties 
have  not  done  any  work,  but  they  have  a  right, 
under  the  grant  of  1881,  to  do  that  work.  The 
present  executive  was  a  member  of  this  Board 
at  that  time.  The  people  to  whom  the  grant  is 
proposed  to  be  transferred  are  willing  to  do  the 
work,  and  have  not  only  the  .capital,  but, 
in  my  opinion,  the  best  conduit  system  in 
this  country.  If  I  had  any  doubt  about  it 
it  was  removed  by  a  visit  to  another  city.  There- 
fore, unless  there  is  given  a  better  reason  than 
that  there  is  a  eat  in  the  meal,  I  hope  the  order 
will  not  be  laid  over,  because  you,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, and  the  members  of  this  Board  know  you 
can  build  a  big  cat  in  this  Board  out  of  very 
small  stuff,  and  when  the  newspapers  build  a 
very  large  eat  you  often  find  that  it  is  a  very 
small  kitten. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  did  not  expect  to  ruffle  up 
so  many  feathers  when  I  asked  that  this  order 
be  allowed  to  lie  over  for  another  week.  It  is  a 
very  simple  thing.  It  is  simply  an  order  that 
Messrs.  Clark,  Lewis,  Shorey,  Allen,  Nickerson, 
Richardson  and  Wakelield,  "be  authorized  to 
transfer  to  the  American  Conduit  and  Construc- 
tion Company  all  the  rights  and  privileges  to 
lay  and  maintain  pipes  and  conduits  to  conduct 
wires  underground  in  certain  streets  in  this 
city,"  etc.  Now,  these  gentlemen  have  had  that 
right  since  Dec  31,  1881,  and  we  are  told  by 
the  alderman  that  they  have  not  exorcised 
that  right  at  all.  I  simply  asked  that  this  order 
be  laid  over  one  week.  It  has  been  lying  idle 
five  years,  and  the  aldermen  are  unwilling  that, 
it  should  remain  one  week  longer.  If  a  thing 
has  merit  enough  in  it  to  keep  it  alive  five  years 
it  certainly  will  exist  one  week  longer.  It  seems 
to  me  now  that  there  must  be  a  cat  in  the  meal 
somewhere.  I  don't  expect  to  get  at  the  cat, 
but  I  want  a  chance  to  hunt  for  it.  If  it  has 
be'en  lying  here  five  years  it  cannot  be  hurt  by 
lying  here  one  week  longer.  If  the  cat  is  so 
near  the  surface  perhaps  I  may  get  on  to  it.     If 
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it  has  existed  so  long  it  cannot  be  hurt  by  this 
order  lying  over  one  week  more.  I  am  confi- 
dent the  parties  who  ask  for  this  are  willing  to 
let  it  lie  over  another  week,  in  order  to  give 
time  to  members  of  the  Board  to  investigate. 
I  may  vote  for  the  order  next  week.  I  simply 
ask  now  that  it  will  be  laid  over  so  that  1  may 
satisfy  myself  it  is  all  right.  I  have  no  preju- 
dice in  the  m  tter.  It  is,  perhaps,  not  an  un- 
usual thing.  When  the  order  came  up  it  oc- 
curred tome  I  would  like  to  see  just  what  it 
was.  I  did  not  suppose  there  would  be.  the 
slightest  objection  when  I  asked  that  the  usual 
course  of  proceeding  laid  down  in  our  rules 
might  be  adhered  to.  It  ought  to  be  an  extra- 
ordinary thing  for  the  rules  to  be  suspended  on 
any  matter  of  this  kind  ;  but  with  the  full  con- 
fidence that  the  members  of  the  Board  place  in 
each  other,  the  suspension  of  the  rule  is  al- 
lowed as  a  matter  of  course.  Now  when  it  has 
got  to  be  an  exception  that  the  regular  rule  is 
asked  to  be  enforced,  it  seems  extraordinary 
that  three  or  four  gentlemen  should  get  up  at 
once  and  protest  against  it.  I  did  not  see  fit  to 
cast  any  reflection  upon  the  alderman  upon  my 
left,  although  he  saw  fit  to  eulogize  me,  but  I 
think  the  newspapers  do  not  pay  so  much  at- 
tention to  me  as  they  do  to  certain  individuals 
who  have  a  more  prominent  standing  in  the 
community  than  the  rest  of  us.  I  do  not  want 
to  cast  any  reflection  upon  any  gentleman.  I 
simply  ask  that  the  rule,  which  is  printed  in 
our  standing  rules,  for  our  guidance,  may  be  for 
once  enforced — that  is  all. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  must  say  that  of  ali  the 
speeches  from  the  aldermen  of  this  Board  that 
have  been  made  since  I  have  been  on  this 
Board,  that  of  the  alderman  who  has  just  taken 
his  seat  is  the  most  cheeky  I  ever  heard  in  my 
life.  If  he  had  had  the  records  of  the  last  meet- 
ing of  the  Board  before  him  he  could  not  have 
stated  it  nearer,  although  he  may  have  stated  it 
a  little  plainer,  the  very  words  I  used  to  have 
that  order  on  the  schoolhouse  lot  laid  over. 
And  yet  he  was  the  first  to  refuse  an  alderman 
that  privilege,  and  gets  up  this  afternoon  and 
talks  about  doing  it  for  courtesy's  sake,  and 
about  its  being  the  usual  practice  to  lay  such 
things  over.  Yet  he  refused,  very  willingly  and 
very  prominently,  that  which  I  asked  last  week. 
He  lays  great  stress  upon  the  fact  of  this  thing 
happening  five  years  ago,  that  this  company 
was  formed  in  1881.  I  believe  I  stated  that  my 
matter  was  only  four  years  old,  and  I  thought  it 
would  bear  lying  over  one  week.  But  he  lays 
great  stress  on  this  being  five  years  old.  I  sup- 
pose that  one  year  makes  a  difference.  Now 
this  is  not  a  money  affair';  it  is  hot  spending 
money  out  of  our  treasury.  It  is  simply  the 
transfer  of  the  rights  of  one  company  to  another 
company.  The  gent  leman  lays  great  stress  upon 
the  fact  that  they  have  not  used  this  right. 
They  had  a  contract  for  2500  feet  last  year,  and 
several  hundred  feet  were  laid  in  the  city  of 
Boston.  I  think  really  the  alderman  ought  to 
have  it  laid  over  in  order  to  learn  a  little  more 
of  the  business,  but  a,s  I  do  not  choose  for  one  to 
vote  to  lay  it  over,  I  want  the  alderman  to  know 
that  what  is  sauce  for  the  goose  is  sauce  for  the 
gander,  and  I  do  not  intend  by  my  vote  tonight 
to  have  it  laid  over  for  one  week  if  pos-sible  to 
prevent  it. 

Aid.  Carroll— There  is  not  a  member  of  this 
Board  of  Aldermen  but  who  knows  that  when 
any  member  of  this  Board  stands  in  front  of  his 
seat  and  at  his  desk,  and  makes  a  statement 
that  there  is  a  cat  in  the  meal,  lie  does  cast  a  re- 
flection, and  every  member  can  put  his  own  in- 
terpretation on  that  remark.  I  claim  the  right, 
and  every  member  claims  the  right,  to  place  an 
interpretation  upon  a  remark  such  as  that.  It 
carries  with  it  the  force  of  argument  which  im- 
plies, if  it  does  nothing  else,  that  there  is  some- 
thing wrong.  For  one,  I  do  not  care  two  cents 
whether  this  permission  is  ever  granted.  I  did 
not  attend  any  of  the  meetings  of  the  commit- 
tee at  which  this  matter  was  considered,  except 
the  one  when  the  hearing  took  place.  I  was  not 
interested  enough  to  care  anything  about  what 
they  did.  I  am  not  interested  today,  and  I  do 
not  care  whether  the  people  get  the  grant  or 
not.  But  when  a  gentleman  gets  up  here  and 
implies  that  there  is  a  cat  in  the  meal,  lie  ought 
lo  give  to  the  members  of  this  Board  of  Alder- 
men something  to  indicate  where  the  cat  is,  and 
if  it  has  gone  into  a  hole  let  us  see  the  hole,  so 
that  we  can  have  a  chance  to  investigate  it. 
That  is  my  idea.    I  am  charged  with  being  a 


plain-spoken  fellow.  But  while  I  am  a  mem- 
ber of  this  Board  I  propose  to  speak  what 
I  think,  and  if  people  take  offence  at  my 
method  of  expressing  myself  I  have  no  fault 
to  find  what  their  judgment,  but  I  still  re- 
tain the  right  to  express  my  views  in  my  own 
homely  way.  I  again  repeat  that  the  man  or 
men  who  make  the  statement  in  their  seats  that 
there  is  a  cat  in  the  meal,  does  cast  a  reflection 
on  the  committee  that  has  the  matter  in  charge. 
So  far  as 'I  am  personally  concerned  I  want  to 
tell  the  gentleman  that  his  reflections  bother 
me,  not  because  it  makes  a  difference  to  me 
whether  they  have  this  grant  or  not.  Only  two 
weeks  ago  the  same  kind  of  a  grant  was  given 
to  an  electric  company  asking  virtually  the 
same  thing.  Now  if  there  is  any  good  reason 
why  this  transfer  should  not  be  made  I  would 
say  lay  it  over  for  a  week  or  six  weeks.  For 
one  I  would  just  as  leave  it  would  be  laid  over 
as  not.  But  the  gentleman  has  not  given  any 
kind  of  a  reason  for  laying  it  over  except  that 
he  wants  time!  to  look  into  it.  Now  if  he  is 
such  a  strong  member  for  looking  into  things  I 
will  call  his  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  peti- 
tion asking  for  this  transfer  has  been  before  the 
committee  five  weeks  since  it  was  presented  to 
the  Board  of  Aldermen.  So  far  as  I  am  per- 
sonally concerned  I  do  not  care  whether  the 
Alderman  looks  into  it  or  not.  All  I  have  to  say 
is  that  this  grant  was  made  in  18S1  and  this  is 
simply  a  transfer  from  one  company  to  another. 
If  they  do  not  do  anything  in  accordance  with 
the  grant  they  cannot  do  anything;  they  can 
only  go  as  far  as  the  city  authorities  say  and 
can  do  nothing  more. 

The  Board  voted  to  suspend  the  rule,  yeas 
9,  nays  3,— Aid.  Allen,  N.  Or.  Smith,  C.  W.  Smith 
voting  nay. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smimh  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  passage  of  the  orders  and  they  were 
passed,  yeas  11,  nay  l,  Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  voting 
nay. 

Aid.  Maguire  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

LICENSES. 

Aid.  McLaughlin'  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  recommending  that  a 
license  be  granted  George  A.  Colman  to  run  a 
passenger  barge  between  Bowdoin  square  and 
the  harbor  boats,  via  Court,  State  and  Broad 
streets  and  Atlantic  avenue,  the  rate  of  fare  not 
to  exceed  10  cents  per  passenger  each  way. 

Accepted  and  leave  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions. 

Also  reports  recommending  the  granting  of 
minors'  licenses  to  10  newsboys  and  two  boot- 
blacks. Accepted  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON   COUNCIL. 

7.  Annual  report  of  the  superintendent  of  sew- 
ers.   (Doc.  69.)    Placed  on  file. 

8.  Order  requesting  street  commissioners  to 
prepare  plans  and  estimates  of  the  cost  of  laying 
out  and  extension  of  Alger  street  to  Dorchester 
street ;  of  the  laying  out  ot  a  new  street  parallel 
with  the  Old  Colony  railroad  from  Dorchester 
avenue  to  Dorchester  street;  of  the  extension  of 
Preble  street  across  the  tracks  of  the  Old  Colony 
railroad  to  Lowland  street ;  of  laying  out  ami 
extension  of  Tuckerman  and  Short  streets  to 
Alger  street. 

Referred,  in  concurrence,  to  Committee  on 
Streets,  with  instructions  to  give  a  hearing. 

9.  Report  of  Committee  on  Ordinances,  on  Or- 
dinances of  1887,  Chapters  8,  9  and  10,  that,  as  the 
Board  of  police  refuse  to  concur  with  the  City 
Council,  said  ordinances  are  void. 

Accepted  in  concurrence. 

10.  Report  of  Committee  on  East  Boston  Fer- 
ries, on  an  order  referred  by  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, to  consider  the  matter  of  reduction  of  tolls. 
no  action  necessary,  as  the  regulation  of  tolls 
does  not  rest  with  the  City  Council. 

Accepted  in  concurrence. 

11.  Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Parks. 
•  light  to  pass,  with  order  requesting  tin-  Park 
Commissioners  to  report  oncost  and  advisability 
i  E  establishing  a  playground  for  boys  and  ath- 
letic clubs  of  live  or  six  acres  on  the  waste  lands 
west  of  Boston  street  and  south  of  Sweti  street, 
or  between  Dorchesti  r  avenue  and  the  Old  Col- 
■  -ny  railroad  and  north  of  Ml.  Vernon  street,  or 
upon  the  cow  pasture. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 

12.  Report  of  Committee  on  Ordinances,  re- 
commending reference  to  Committee  on  Legis- 
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lalivc  Blatters  of  an  order  in  relation  to  peddling 
in  the  pnblic  streets. 

Report  accepted,  and  said  reference  ordered  in 
concurrence. 

13.  Report  of  Committee  on  Streets,  ought  to 
pass,  with  order  requesting  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners to  make  estimates  of  the  cost  of  widen- 
ing Harrison  avenue,  on  the  westerly  side,  from 
Essex  street  to  Beach  street. 

Report  accepted,  and  said  order  passed  in  con- 
currence. 

Proposed  New  Bridge  to  Cambridge. 

14.  The  order  requesting  Committee  on  Legis- 
lative Matters  to  oppose  legislation  making  it 
compulsory  upon  Boston  and  Cambridge  to  con- 
struct the  proposed  new  bridge  to  Cambridge, 
came  up  concurred,  with  this  amendment:  Add 
to  the  order  "and  that  said  committee  advocate 
the  insertion  in  any  act  passed  in  relation  to  the 
construction  of  such  bridge,  a  provision  that  the 
city  of  Boston  shall  sell  at  public  auction  the 
right  to  lay  and  maintain  on  and  over  said 
bridge  within  the  city  limits,  suitable  tracks  for 
a  horse,  electric  or  cable  surface  street  railroad 
or  elevated  railway,  together  with  the  right  of 
passing  over  the  lines  of  any  street  railroad  lo- 
cated in  the  streets  of  the  city  of  Boston  be- 
tween said  bridge  and  the  various  railroad  de- 
pots, upon  the  usual  terms  for  such  use  of 
tracks ;  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  to  be  applied 
to  the  cost  of  the  construction  of  said  bridge." 

The  question  was  on  concurring  with  the 
Council  in  the  amendment.  Aid.  McLaughlin 
moved  reference  of  the  order  to  the  Committee 
on  Railroads. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— It  seems  to  me  that  refer- 
ring it  to  that  committee  will  only  be  a  waste 
of  time.  The  object  of  the  order  I  offered  last 
week  was  that  the  Legislature  might  be  in- 
formed that  the  opinion  of  the  city  government 
was  against  co  mpulsory  legislation.  The  usual 
course  of  procedure  there  is  to  give  the  city  per- 
mission to  do  certain  things,  and  compulsory 
legislation  was  not  only  unprecedented  but  un- 
usual and  extraordinary,  and  unpopular  as  well 
in  the  city.  I  asked  that  this  legislation  might 
be  made  permissive— that  is  that  the  city  might 
be  allowed  to  borrow  money  outside  of  the  bor- 
rowing limit  in  order  to  pay  for  its  portion  of 
the  bridge,  and  that  the  details  of  the  whole 
matter  might  be  left  to  the  cities  to  settle.  Now 
it  seems  to  me  that  this  is  detail  that  could  be 
entirely  settled  by  the  cities,  without  any  refer- 
ence to  the  Legislature,  and  I  would  suggest  in- 
stead of  referring  tliis  to  a  committee  that  we 
simply  adhere  to  our  former  action  and  non-con- 
cur with  the  Council  in  the  amendmeut.and  let  it 
go  back  to  the  Council  in  that  way,  for  the  Leg- 
islature would  probably  take  no  action  in  this 
matter  at  all,  and  would  simply  give  us  permis- 
sion, or  compel  us— whichever  course  they 
choose  to  take.  But  I  don't  think  they  would 
go  into  this  detail  at  all.  They  certainly 
wouldn't  if  it  was  permissive  legislation,  and 
that  whole  matter  might  just  as  well  be  left  to 
the  city.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  will  get  at  it 
quicker  in  that  way.  There  isn't  very  much 
time  to  waste  now,  as  the  committees  of  the 
Legislature  are  hurrying  up  as  quickly  as  possi- 
ble in  order  to  get  necessary  bills  and  legisla- 
tion through,  so  that  they  can  finish  up  before 
t  lie  snow  flies  next  winter.  If  there  is  any 
delay  it  will  be  killed,  and  if  the  Board  desire 
to  pass  it  at  all  we  had  better  adhere  to  our  for- 
mer action  and  non-concur  in  the  amendment. 

Aid.  Carroll— There  is  a  part  of  this  amend- 
ment that  I  agree  with,  although  I  think  the 
members  of  the  Board  and  the  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton must  perceive  this  fact,  that  they  have  got 
the  cart  before  the  horse.  The  members  of  the 
Board  who  were  members  last  year  will  bear 
me  out  in  my  statement  that  I  then  advocated 
that  the  franchises  granted  to  railroads  and  to 
all  corporations  occupying  the  streets  of  Boston 
should  be  sold  at  public  auction,  and  I  occupy 
that  same  position  today.  I  say  that  the  mayor 
of  Boston  should  be  the  duly  authorized  agent 
of  the  city  in  the  selling  of  every  franchise 
granted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  occupy 
the  streets  of  Boston,  and  that  they  should  be 
sold  at  public  action  and  the  highest  bidder  get 
them,  who  shall  give  bonds  so  that  the  work 
shall  be  done  properly  and  the  streets  kept  in 
proper  repair.  But  now  they  come  in  here  with 
an  amendment  to  the  effect  that  we  be  given 
the  right  to  sell  the  right  to  go  over  that  bridge 
at  public  auction,— one  of  the  most  nonsensical 


things.  I  think,  that  was  ever  presented  to  a 
Board  of  Aldermen  or  a  City  Council  to  pass 
judgment  upon,  and  why  it  passed  the  Common 
Council  is  more  than  I  can  tell.  Certainly  it 
was  not  through  the  intelligence  of  the  Com- 
mon Council;  and  it  must  have  been  on  ac- 
count of  the  influential  position  of  the  member 
who  proposed  it.  I  for  one,  instead  of  sending  it 
to  the  Railroad  Committee,  would  be  in  favor 
of  our  adhering  to  the  action  which  we  have 
already  taken,  and  1  think  we  should  vote  for 
the  order  as  originally  presented. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— My  reason  for  moving  to 
refer  this  order  to  the  Railroad  Committee  was 
not  because  I  wanted  to  waste  anytime.  I  was 
in  position  with  the  alderman  in  his  desire  for 
the  permissive  bill  for  Boston  and  Cambridge  to 
build  the  bridge,  but  this  amendment  is  now  a 
part  of  the  order,  and  this  amendment  certainly 
belongs  to  the  Railroad  Committee  or  some  com- 
mittee of  this  branchto  look  into.  I  don't  know 
whether  I  am  ready  to  vote  to  sell  franchises  at 
public  auction  or  not.  If  a  committee  gives  it 
anv  time  and  looks  into  the  matter  and  reports 
here,  then  I  may  be  able  to  take  my  position. 
But  as  that  amendment  stands  now  it  becomes 
a  part  of  the  order,  and  it  makes  little  difference 
to  me  whether  it  is  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Railroads  or  whether  we  adhere  to  our  former 
action.  If  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rail- 
roads, let  us  pass  an  order  here  today  that  the 
Legislative  Committee  of.this branch  shall  go  to 
the  Legislature  and  ask  that  compulsory  legisla- 
tion in  regard  to  this  bridge  be  not  put  upon  the 
citizens  of  Boston.  That  is  my  only  reason  for 
moving  reference. 

Ald.C.W.SMiTH— lam  not  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment as  adopted  by  the  Common  Council.  I  be- 
lieve that  the  time  for  selling  franchises  in  our 
streets  to  horse  railroad  companies  has  gone  by, 
and  it  seems  to  me  if  this  passes  it  either  means 
that  there  will  be  no  bid  at  all  for  it,  as  there 
will  be  but  one  company  to  bid  for  it,  or  it  will 
mean  that  a  new  company  will  bid  for  it,  with 
the  privilege  id'  running  over  the  tracks  of  other 
companies  throughout  the  city,  thereby  making 
a  new  horse  railroad  company  in  the  city  of 
Boston.  1  believe  the  time  has  come  when  the 
city  should  derive  a  revenue  from  the  horse-car 
service,  but  I  think  that  revenue  can  be  derived 
better  in  Isome  other  way  than  by  selling  the 
franchises.  I  think  a  tax  upon  the  net  receipts 
of  a  railroad  would  be  far  better  than  this.  If  it 
is  desirable  or  necessary  to  raise  money  in  order 
to  build  this  bridge,  I  think  it  would  be  better 
even  to  establish  the  toll  system,  as  now  in  force 
over  the  suspension  bridge  from  Brooklyn  to 
New  York.  I  trust  that  the  Board  will  adhere 
to  its  former  action  and  defeat  the  amendment. 

Aid.  Bromwich— l  don't  see  any  advantage  to 
be  gained  by  receding  from  our  voteof  last  Mon- 
day. If  we  should  pass  this  with  the  amend- 
ment, or  if  we  should  refer  it  to  the  Committee 
en  Railroads,  whether  they  reported  favorably 
or  unfavorably,  it  would  be  only  delaying  it.  If 
it  goes  to  the  State  House  in  the  manner  in 
which  it  is  here,  with  this  franchise  matter  at- 
tached to  it,  it  will  be  immediately  referred 
I  here  to  the  Committee  on  Railroads— a  part  of 
it,  and  the  other  part  will  be  referred  to  another 
committee.  There  will  be  two  committees  for 
it  to  go  through.  Two  committees  would  have 
bold  of  the  matter,  and  it  would  fall  to  the 
ground,  and  we  might  not  get  anything.  I  hope 
we  shall  adhere  to  our  former  action. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  wish  the  alderman  oppo- 
site would  withdraw  the  motion  to  refer. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  withdrew  the  motion  to  re- 
fer to  the  Committee  on  Railroads. 

It  was  voted  unanimously,  on  motion  of  Aid. 
X.  G.  Smith,  that  the  Board  non-concur  with 
t  lie  Common  Council  in  the  amendment  and  ad- 
here to  its  former  action. 

PROJECTIONS  AND  EXCAVATIONS. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Inspection  of  Buildings  (Aid.), 
i  ecommending  that  leave  be  granted  the  Benev- 
olent Fraternity  of  Churches  to  maintain  a 
bracket  lamp  over  the  door  of  their  chapel,  21) 
Parmenter  street. 

Also  a  report  from  the  same  committee,  recom- 
mending that  leave;  be  granted  James  W.  Tufts 
to  construct  the  cellars  of  buildings  iMi-llK)  Port- 
land street  l'/i  feet  below  the  established  grade, 
and  that  leave  be  granted  to  excavate  to  the 
curbstones  under  the  sidewalk  at  said  prem- 
ises. 
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Reports  accepted  and  leave  granted  as  recom- 
mended. 

UNFINISHED    BUSINESS. 

Confirmation  of  Executive  Appointments. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  Board  proceed- 
ed to  take  up  the  following : 

15.  Appointments  by  His  Honor  the  Mayor: 

John  Kenney  to  be  chief,  and  Jchn  J.  Caddi- 
gan;  Edward  Hughes,  and  James  Collins,  assis- 
tant weighers  and  inspectors  of  vessels  and 
ballast. 

The  question  was  on  confirmation.  It  was 
voted,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll,  to  act  on  all 
the  appointments  on  one  ballot. 

Committee— Aid.  Sullivan  and  C.  W.  Smith. 
Whole  number  of  ballots,  12;  yeas  11,  no  1,  and 
the  appointments  were  confirmed. 

Covered  Channel  of  Muddy  River. 

1G,  Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Parks,  and 
order  that  the  city  engineer  be  authorized  to  re- 
pair the  covered  channel  of  Muddy  river  at  an 
expense  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  S20,.">00,  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  public  parks. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Aid.  McLaughlin,  to 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

FERRY  TOLLS. 

Aid.  Sullivan  called  up  the  special  assign- 
ment, viz. : 

17.  Order  for  amended  tariff  of  tolls  on  the 
East  Boston  ferries.    (City  Doc.  70.) 

Assigned,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan,  to  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Board.  ■ 

LAND  DAMAGES  FOR  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Aid.  Carroll  offered  an  order— That  the  pa- 
pers in  relation  to  giving  a  ciuitclaim  deed  to  L. 
Allen  Kingsbury  of  a  parcel  of  land  at  Welles- 
ley  Hills,  which  were  referred  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  of  1886  to  the  present  city  govern- 
men,  be  taken  from  the  files  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Water.  Passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

SEWERS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Sewers  (Aid.): 

Orders  of  notice  of  intention  to  take  into  con- 
sideration on  Monday  next  at  4  P.M.  the  expe- 
diency of  constructing  common  sewers,  as  fol- 
lows : 

In  Columbia  street,  between  Washington  street 
and  Oakland  Garden,  Ward  24. 

In  Blue  Hill  avenue,  between  Stafford  and 
Dennis  streets,  Ward  21. 

In  Union  square,  between  Brighton  avenue 
and  Cambridge  street,  Ward  25. 

In  Cambridge  street,  between  Gordon  and 
Saunders  streets,  Ward  25. 

Orders  severally  passed. 

Aid.  Sullivan  later  in  the  session  submitted 
reports  from  the  same  committee,  recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  orders  as  follows  : 

Ordered,  That  the  following  amounts, 
assessed  on  the  estates  of  Samuel  Jack- 
son's heirs,  for  a  sewer  in  Washington  street,  be- 
tween Green  and  Cornwall  streets,  be  hereby 
apportioned  and  made  payable  in  three  equal 
parts,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
Chapter  50,  Section  25,  of  the  Public  Statutes, 
namely : 

#2G8  85  on  lot  on  west  side  of  Washington  street. 
77  79  '•    "      '•'      "       "    " 
G2  92  "    "      "      ,;       "    " 
29  17  ..    ..      «      .<        «    « 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $100  98-100.  assessed 
on  the  estate  of  Mary  C.  Hartford,  for  a  sewer  in 
Harley  street,  he  hereby  abated,  and  that  the 
sum  of  $50  49-100  be  reassessed  on  the  estate  of 
said  Mary  C.  Hartford. 

Ordered,  That  the  assessment  of  $59  64-100  on 
the  estate  of  Thomas  Roan,  levied  on  account  of 
a.  sewer  in  North  Beacon  street,  be  hereby 
abated,  on  account  of  the  inability  of  Mary 
Roan,  widow  of  said  Thomas,  to  pay  said  assess- 
ment. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $17  7-100,  and  the 
sum  of  $34  13-100,  assessed  on  the  property  of  the 
trustees  of  the  House  of  the  Angel  Guardian  on 
Bennington  street,  East  Boston,  on  account  of  a 
sewer  in  said  street,  be  hereby  abated,  the  said 
institution  being  a  charitable  institution. 

Reports  severally  accepted,  orders  passed  un- 
der a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

arbor  day. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  offered  an  order— That  the 


superintendent  of  Common,  etc.,  be  hereby  re- 
quested to  plant,  on  the  30th  inst.,  a  row  of 
maple  trees  on  the  south  side  of  Boylston  street, 
between  Coplev  square  and  Gloucester  street, 
the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Common,  etc. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  offer  that  order  in  accord- 
ance with  the  recommendations  and  suggestions 
of  His  Excellency  the  Governor  in  his  proclama- 
tion in  regard  to  Arbor  day,  wherein  he  asks  the 
different  cities  and  towns  to  plant  trees  in  tine 
or  more  of  their  highways.  I  think  it  is  a  cus- 
tom which  it.  would  be  well  for  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton to  adopt.  I  think  we  ought  to  beautify  our 
city.  I  have  selected  Boylston  street,  because  it 
has  wide  sidewalks,  so  that  the  trees  will  not 
interfere  in  the  least  with  public  travel,  and 
also  from  the  fact  that  the  Boston  &  Albany 
railroad  runs  very  near  the  street  on  the  south 
side,  and  the  smoke  and  dust  from  the  trains 
cause  considerable  annoyance  to  the  residents 
on  that  street  and  in  some  other  streets  in  close 
proximity  to  Boylston  street.  I  hope  the  order 
will  pass. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  do  not  know  why  that  par- 
ticular section  should  be  picked  out  for  the 
setting  out  of  trees,  to  the  exclusion  of  other 
sections  of  the  city.  If  the  gentleman  will  make 
it  discretionary  with  the  superintendent  of  Com- 
mon to  make  Arbor  day  what  it  should  be  and 
give  every  section  of  the  city  a  chance,  I  shall 
vote  for  the  order.  We  have  some  streets  in  our 
section  of  the  city  that  deserve  to  have  trees  set 
out  as  well  as  the  section  the  gentleman  has 
named.  I  think  I  voice  the  sentiments  of  the 
members  of  this  Board  when  I  say  I  think  we 
should  take  action  in  favor  of  all  sections  of  the 
city  and  not  merely  devote  aU  our  energies  to 
beautifying  one  particular  section.  I  think  the 
order  should  be  made  general  in  its  scope,  and  it 
the  alderman  will  not  make  it  so  I  will  ask  the 
reference  of  the  order  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— If  the  alderman  has  any 
other  street  that  he  would  like  to  add  to  this 
order  I  shall  he  glad  to  accept  an  amendment. 

The  Chairman— Do  I  understand  Aid.  Smith 
to  move  to  suspend  the  rule? 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  do. 

The  rule  was  suspended  so  that  the  order 
might  take  its  second  reading  at  this  meeting. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  move  to  amend  the  order  so 
that,  the  planting  of  trees  shall  be  left  discre- 
tionary with  the  superintendent  of  Common. 

The  Chairman— Aid.  Carroll  moves  to  strike 
out  so  much  of  the  order  as  relates  to  the  south 
side  of  Boylston  street  between  Copley  street 
and  Gloucester  street. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  will  accept  the  amend- 
ment if  it  will  please  the  alderman. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Aid.  Lee — I  move  to  further  amend  the  order 
by  striking  out  the  word  "row,"  so  as  to  leave 
it  discretionary  with  the  superintendent  how 
many  trees  he  shall  plant. 

The  Chairman— Aid.  Lee  moves  to  strike  out 
the  words  "a  row  of." 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  move  to  strike  out  the 
word  "maple." 

The  Chairman— Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  moves  as  a 
substitute  order,  That  the  superintendent  of 
Common  be  requested  to  plant  trees  on  the  30th 
inst.,  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropri- 
ation for  Common,  etc. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  believe  it  has  been  recom- 
mended by  the  governor  of  the  State  that  the 
citizens  of  the  State  should  take  an  opportu- 
nity on  that  day  to  plant  trees  wherever  they 
thought  the  trees  would  be  ornamental  and  of 
some  use  to  the  place  where  they  should  plant 
them.  Now  it  looks  rather  arbitrary— I  don't 
like  to  use  the  word  selfish— for  certain  sections 
of  the  city  to  ask  for  money  to  be  used  from  our 
t  axes- 
Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  think  the  gentleman— 

The  Chairman— Does  Aid.  Bromwich  give 
way? 

Aid.  Bromwich— No,  sir. 

The  Chairman— Aid.  Bromwich  has  the  floor. 

Aid.  Bromwich— But  I  understand  the  alder- 
man has  withdrawn  the  provision  for  that  sec- 
tion of  the  city. 

The  Chairman— The  question  before  the  board 
is  on  the  substitute  order  of  Aid.  N.  G.  Smith, 
authorizing  the  Superintendent  of  Common  to 
plant,  trees,  etc. 

Aid.  Bromwich— Trees  in  what  part  of  the 
city  of  Boston? 
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The  Chairman— He  is  ordered  to  plant  trees. 
If  the  substitute  order  passes  he  will  plant  them 
in  any  section  lie  sees  fit. 

Aid.  Bromwich— We  all  know  what  section  of 
the  city  that  will  be.  It  is  not  necessary  to  offer 
this  now.  We  have  a  section  in  South  Boston 
called  Shaving  Park- 
Aid.  Carroll— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
when  a  member  rises  in  his  place  and  states  as 
a  fact  that  which  is  not  a  fact,  any  member  of 
the  Board  has  a  right  to  make  objection  to  the 
remark.  I  would  state  that  Shaving' Park  is  in 
my  district,  and  is  not  in  South  Boston. 

Aid.  Bromwich— As  the  amendment  has  been 
adopted;  I  only  desire  to  say  that  as  this  matter 
has  been  called  to  the  attention  of  the  Board,  I 
hope  the  committee  will  take  notice  of  it,  and 
have  trees  planted  there. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  believe  we  have  a  Commit- 
tee on  Common,  and  they  ought  to  know  what 
sections  of  the  city  require  to  have  trees  planted 
in  them.  I  move  that  the  substitute  order  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the 
part  of  the  Board. 

Aid.  Carroll — I  don't  think  the  gentleman 
who  has  just  taken  his  seat  means  what  lie 
says. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  certainly  do. 

Aid.  Carroll— Or  else  he  don't  appreciate 
what  he  says.  He  says  we  have  a  Committee  on 
Common,  and  they  know  what  sections  require 
trees.  Now  here  are  three  members  of  that 
committee  and  there  are  nine  other  men  wiio 
know  what  their  sections  want.  But  if  it  comes 
down  to  the  fact,  those  three  gentlemen  may 
propose  certain  sections  and  the  others  may  in- 
terpose an  objection. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  am  not  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Common  and  Squares,  as  the  al- 
derman would  lead  us  to  infer.  There  are  more 
than  three  men  on  that  jojnt  committee;  there 
are  five  members  from  the  Common  Council. 

The  Chairman— This  matter  must  go  to  the 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

Aid.  Lee— I  move  to  amend  "with  instructions 
to  report  at  the  next  meeting." 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  accept  the  amendment. 

The  motion  to  refer  with  instructions  was  de- 
clared lost,  and  the  question  came  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  substitute  order. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— I  doubt  that  vote.  I  do 
not  know,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  the  members  of  the 
Board  were  aware  what  they  were  voting  upon, 
and  I  should  like  to  have  the  last  vote  verified 
by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  motion  to  refer  with  instructions  was 
carried ;  yeas  7,  nays  5 : 

Yeas— Aid.  Allen,  Bromwich,  Capen,  Carroll, 
Hayn.es,  Maguire,  Sullivan— 7. 

Nays— Aid.  Donovan,  Lee,  McLaughlin,  N.  (>. 
Smith,  C.  W.  Smith— 5. 

MACADAMIZING  NORFOLK  STREET. 

Aid.  Capen  offered  an  order— That  the  super- 
intendent of  streets  be  requested  to  macada- 
mize Norfolk  street,  Dorchester,  and  set  edge- 
stones  lor  sidewalks  therein  from  Washington 
street  to  Lauriat  avenue. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Capen,  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving. 

LAND  DAMAGES. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an  order  to  pay,  on  the 
usual  conditions,  to  Charles  E.  Smith  and  Ever- 
ett W.  Stetson $200  for  land  taken  and  all  dam- 
ages occasioned  by  the  laying  out  of  Sackville 
(formerly  Webster  street),  at  Chai'lestown,  and 
by  grading  said  street  to  the  grade  established 
therefor,  by  a  resolve  and  order  passed  Dec.  20, 
1880. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

memorial  day. 

An  invitation  was  received  from  E.  W.  Kins- 
ley Post  113,  (i.  A.  R.,  for  the  mayor  and  mem- 
bers of  the  city  government  to  participate  with 
them  in  the  observance  of  Memorial  day. 

Accepted  on  motion  of  Aid.  Allen. 

Sent  down. 

sprinkling  macadamized  streets. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  offered  an  order— That  the 
superintendent  of  streets  be  authorized  to  ex- 
pend a  sum  of  money  not  exceeding  $2000;  for 
watering  the  principal  macadamized  streets  of 
the  eity,  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  tlie  road- 
beds; the  amount  thus  expended  to  be  paid 
from  the  unexpended  balance  of  the  liquor 
license  fund. 


The  joint  rules  were  suspended  on  motion  of 
Aid.  C.  W.  Smith. 

Aid.  Carroll— If  it  is  in  order,  I  will  move 
the  reference  of  the  order  to  the  Committee  on 
Paving  (Aid.) 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  trust  that  reference  will 
not  be  made.  This  order  is  to  apply  from  now 
to  the  1st  of  May.  If  referred  to  any  committee, 
we  certainly  will  not  hear  from  that  committee 
until  after  the  1st  of  May.  I  am  informed  by 
the  superintendent  of  streets  that  there  is  no 
fund  from  which  he  can  draw  in  order  to  pay 
for  watering  the  macadamized  streets.  The 
winds  of  April  and  May  are  worse  than  the  heat 
of  July  and  August  on  the  streets.  I  spoke  to 
him  in  reference  to  it,  and  he  is  desirous  of  hav- 
ing it  passed.  As  long  as  the  right  to  sell  intoxi- 
cating liquors  is  obtained  on  payment  of  a  fee,  I 
know  of  no  way  in  which  that  money  can  be  ex- 
pended to  the  satisfaction  of  the  people  better 
than  in  free  distribution  of  water.  1  hope  the 
order  will  pass. 

Aid.  Carroll— If  the  gentleman  means  what 
he  says  and  is  sincere  in  what  he  says,  and  wants 
to  turn  the  revenue  from  the  sale  of  intoxicat- 
ing liquors  into  that  channel,  let  him  come  in 
here  with  an  order  to  that  effect  and  I  will 
cheerfully  join  him.  But  when  he  comes  in 
here  with  an  order  appropriating  $2000,  he  must 
know  that  it  is  not  enough,  and  it  shows  that  he 
does  not  appreciate  the  situation. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— One  moment,  if  the  alder- 
man will  allow  me.  After  the  1st  of  May  private 
citizens  take  hold  and  water  the  streets,  but 
previous  to  the  1st  of  May  very  little  is  done. 
This  money  is  to  be  used  from  now  to  the  1st  of 
May  —$2000  for  two  weeks.  That  is  my  object  in 
not  making  the  amount  larger. 

Aid,  Carroll— In  what  the  gentleman  has 
told  me  he  has  not  acquainted  me  with  all  the 
facts.  In  the.  section  in  which  I  live  there  are  a 
number  of  macadamized  streets  that  never  saw 
a  watering  cart  from  one  end  of  the  year  to  the 
other.  Now  if  you  mean  business  with  your 
order,  come  in  here  and  put  money  enough  into 
it,  so  that  it  will  mean  something.  I  don't  think 
the  streets  of  particular  sections  of  the  city 
that  have  ornamental  residences,  whose  owners 
are  usually  found  by  the  1st  of  May  at  Swamp- 
scott,  Beverly,  Brookline,  Nahant,  or  some 
other  place,  ought  to  receive  the  money  up  to 
the  1st  of  May.  This  is  the  meaning  and  pur- 
port of  this  order  as  it  stands.  If  the  gentleman 
wants  to  have  an  order  that  means  something 
let  him  put  into  it  a  sum  large  enough  so  that 
the  sections  of  South  Boston,  East  Boston,  the 
Highlands,  may  be  properly  attended  to,  and  I 
will  cheerfully  vote  for  the  order.  The  1st  of 
May  is  not  a  long  distance  ahead.  I  am  sure 
that  the  gentleman,  when  he  ottered  his  order, 
could  not  have  noticed  the  pleasant  snowstorm 
that  we  are  having,  which  promises  to  keep  the 
dust  down  for  two  weeks  or  more.  If  the  gentle- 
man will  come  in  with  an  order  recommending 
an  appropriation  of  $50,000  or  $100,000  for  snow 
next  fall,  I  will  cheerfully  join  with  him,  but  I 
will  never  vote  for  that,  because  it  means  noth- 
ing, carries  with  it  nothing,  and  every  one 
knows  it  is  not  a  benefit  to  anybody. 

Aid.  Allen— I  wish  to  say  to  the  gentleman 
who  has  last  spoken  that  there  are  some  gentle- 
men who  reside  at  Nahant  during  the  summer 
— not  tax-dodgers,  eithei — who  live  on  mac- 
adamized streets  in  Boston,  and  who  are  now 
having  their  streets  watered  to  the  1st  of  May 
and  paying  for  it  out  of  their  own  pockets. 

Aid.  Carroll— In  answer  to  the  gentleman  I 
would  say  that  I  think  all  he  says  is  true.  He 
states  the  truth,  and  I  cannot  remember  that  1 
have  said  anything  contrary  to  what  he  has  now 
stated.  I  am  glad  to  know  that  there  are  men 
who  are  paying  out  money  for  such  a  purpose, 
and  that  they  do  not  come  in  here  and  ask  for 
the  $2000  which  this  order  would  cover. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— The  alderman  seems  to  in- 
fer that  the  money  is  to  be  spent  on  the  Back 
Bay  district.  I  presume  it  is  left  discretionary 
with  the  superintendent  of  streets,  and  I  don't 
know  where  he  will  spend  it.  He  may  spend  it 
in  South  Boston. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  know  what  it  means. 

Aid.  C.  W,  Smith— As  far  as  the  snowstorm  is 
concerned,  we  had  two  weeks  ago  snow  on  the 
ground,  and  a  week  ago  it  was  almost  impossible 
to  drive  on  some  streets  in  Boston,  the  dust  was 
so  thick. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  don't  object  to  the  alder- 
man on  my  right  asking  for  such  an  appropria- 
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tion,  but  the  most  striking  part  of  it  to  me  is  that 
the  Committee  on  Paving  Department  had  a 
meeting  on  Thursday,  and  every  day  I  have 
talked  with  the  superintendent  of  the  Paving 
Department,  and  this  is  the  first  time  I  have 
heard  that  he  suffered  for  want  of  money  to 
water  the  streets  until  the  1st  of  May.  If  such 
was  the  case  I  think  it  would  have  been  his 
duty  to  have  resorted  to  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— Did  he  show  you  the  stack 
of  letters  he  had'.' 

Aid.  Bromwich— No,  but  he  showed  us  a  stack 
of  wateringmen  there  Thursday — a  pretty  high 
stack  that  rilled  the  place  up,  and  we  granted 
all  their  petitions,  and  they  are  ready  right  away 
to  do  the  watering  for  those  citizens  who  will 
pay  for  it.  So  that  if  any  part  of  the  city  is 
suffering  very  badly  hi  this  respect,  I  think  the 
abutters  on  any  such  street,  wherever  it  may- 
be, should  pay  for  it.  If  it  is  only  50  cents  or  so 
for  the  remaining  10  days,  they  should  pay  it. 

Aid.  Lee — I  agree  with  the  alderman  who  has 
last  spoken  that  the  various  gentlemen  who 
have  received  licenses  to  water  certain  streets 
in  Boston  are  ready  today  to  commence  water- 
ing, provided  the  abutters  on  each  of  the  said 
streets  provide  the  money.  But  the  alderman 
on  my  left  must  remember  that  there  are  cer- 
tain broad  avenues  which  ;lead  from  the  heart 
of  the  city  into  the  suburban  districts,  and  that 
there  are  no  abutters  upon  them.  It  seems  to 
me  it  is  money  judiciously  and  wisely  expended 
if  the  city  of  Boston  should  expend  some  money 
in  watering  those  streets  and  keeping  them 
from  blowing  away.  While  I  am  in  favor  of  the 
order,  I  certainly  do  not  agree  with  the  alder- 
man on  my  left  who  has  presented  the  order. 
It  seems  to  me  that  a  sum  much  larger  should 
have  been  appropriated,  or  should  be  now  pro- 
vided for  this  specific  purpose,  and  I  would  now 
move  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  strike  out  "two" 
and  insert  "six." 

The  order  was  declared  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving.  Aid.  Lee  doubted  the  vote 
and  called  for  a  verification  by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  carried ;  yeas  8. 
nayS  4: 

Yeas— Aid.  Allen,  Bromwich,  Capen,  Carroll, 
Haynes,  Maguire,  N!  G.  Smith.  Sullivan— 8. 

Nays— Aid.  Donovan,  Lee,  McLaughlin,  C.  W. 
Smith-4. 

PRINTING  OF  BILLS  AGAINST  THE  CITY. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Printing  consider  the  expediency 
of  printing  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  a  copy  of  all  bills  against  the  city  left 
with  the  city  auditor  during  the  previous  week, 
and  also  providing  that  such  bills  shall  not  be 
paid  for  ten  days  from  the  date  of  such  publica- 
tion. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  moved  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  Printing  (Aid.) 

Aid  Carroll— This  is  in  sympathy  with  the 
order  that  came  in  here  a  week  or  two  ago,  and 
is  a  piece  of  buncombe.  That  is  giving  it  its 
proper  name.  Some  gentlemen  want  to  pose 
before  the  reading  public  as  thegreat  reformers. 
Now  I  am  one  of  those  men  who  want  to  call 
things  by  their  right  name.  I  say  this  is  a  piece 
of  buncombe,  and  is  all  nonsense.  It  means 
nothing,  and  it  is  in  no  way  a  benefit  to  the 
citizens  of  Boston,  as  I  can  see,  and  for  one  I 
hope  the  order  will  be  defeated.  If  the  gentle- 
man can  give  any  reason  why  an  order  of  that 
kind  should  be  offered  here  1  shall  vote  for  it, 
but  submitting  an  order  of  that  kind  is  some- 
thing I  cannot  see  the  meaning  of.  If  the  gen- 
tleman wants  to  put  an  order  of  that  kind  in  he 
ought  to  give  the  members  of  the  Board  some 
reasonable  excuse  as  to  why  he  believes  the 
order  should  be  passed. 

The  roll  was  called  on  the  motion  to  refer  to 
the  Committee  on  Printing  (Aid.),  and  the  mo- 
tion was  lost,  yeas  1,  nays  11,  Aid.  C.  W.  Smith 
voting  yea. 

The  order  was  indefinitely  postponed  on  mo- 
tion of  Aid.  Carroll. 

SARGENT'S  WHARF. 

Early  in  the  session  Aid.  Sullivan  submitted 
a  report  from  the  Committee  on  Ferries,  to 
whom  was  referred  (April  4.  1887)  the  order  to 
rescind  an  order,  passed  December  28,  1886,  to 
lease  a  certain  portion  of  the  South  Ferry 
property  to  Elisha  Atkins— That  the  order  ought 
to  pass. 


Report  accepted  and  said  order  passed.  Sent 
down. 

Later  in  the  session  the  majority  and  minority 
reports,  with  order  to  lease  to  Elisha  Atkins 
portions  of  East  Boston  Ferry  property  adjoining 
Sargent's  wharf,  were  taken  from  the  table. 

The  question  was  on  the  motion  of  Alderman 
Donovan  that  the  minority  report  be  substituted 
for  the  majority  report. 

Aid.  Lee  in  the  Chair. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion  to  substitute. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  suppose  that  every  member 
of  this  Board  is  in  a  position  to  know  as  much 
about  this  matter  as  I  do,  because  we  have 
visited  the  place.  My  position  is  this :  I  am  not 
in  favor  of  either  report.  My  opinion  is  that  the 
matter  should  be  left  with  the  committee,  to  be 
held  by  them  in  abeyance  for  the  best  interest  of 
the  city.  Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen,  you  all 
know  about  the  establishment  of  the  institu- 
tions on  Long  island.  It  does  not  require  to 
have  the  wisdom  of  a  Solomon  to  see  that  the 
growth  of  the  city  in  the  near  future  will  de- 
mand that  the  island  be  occupied  with  the  dif- 
ferent public  institutions  of  the  city.  In  my 
own  opinion  that  island  will  be  crowded  with 
different  kinds  of  institutions,  which  increasing 
will  naturally  be  making  additional  demands 
upon  the  city  of  Boston  for  increased  facilities 
for  storage  and  such  matters  as  that  down  at 
the  wharf  where  they  laud.  This  piece  of  prop- 
erty is  so  situated  that  at  a  very  small  expense 
a  very  large  warehouse  can  be  built  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  government  for  storage  for 
many  years.  I  think  the  best  use  that  can  be 
made  of  this  piece  of  property  is  for  the  city  to 
maintain  its  hold  upon  it,  because  the  city  will 
receive  in  all  for  rental  only  one  hundred  dol- 
lars a  year,  which  is  not  an  item  at  all,  and  I 
think  the  gentlemen  in  favor  of  either  report 
will  admit  that  it  is  nothing.  But  to  meet  the 
wants  of  the  city,  so  far  as  its  institutions  are 
concerned,  I  think  the  best  thing  to  do  is  to 
hold  that  piece  of  property  in  the  hands  of  the 
committee.  There  is  an  order,  which  has  been 
referred  to  the  committee,  which  will  cover  that 
point.  I  hope  the  matter  will  not  be  attended 
to  at  all,  or  if  it  is  attended  to  at  all.  that  the 
whole  matter  will  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Ferries. 

Aid.  Donovan— For  the  information  of  the 
alderman  I  would  state  that  the  Committee  on 
Ferries  have  recommended  that  the  order 
passed  last  year,  authorizing  a  lease  of  the  pre- 
mises to  Mr.  Atkins  be  rescinded;  that  matter 
has  been  reported  by  the  committee  this  after- 
noon, the  order  has  been  passed  and  is  now  on 
its  way  to  the  Common  Cormeil  for  concurrence. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  care  very  little  what  dispo- 
sition this  Board  makes  of  this  matter,  but  I 
will  give  a  brief  history  of  the  matter  as  I  un- 
derstand it.  In  1S37  the  old  ferry  company 
leased  a  strip  of  land  of  about  10,000  feet  for 
ferry  purposes  At  that  time  they  required 
only  about  three  quarters  of  that  land,  but  they 
were  obliged  to  lease'the  whole  strip  in  order  to 
get  what  they  wanted.  That  strip  of  land  we 
inherited  from  that  company,  of  course,  when 
we  bought  the  ferries,  and  as  I  understand  from 
some  of  the  old  residents  of  East  Boston 
that  one  quarter  has  always  been  part  and 
parcel  of  Sargent's  wharf,  and  has  never 
been  used  in  connection  with  the  ferries 
in  any  sliape  or  manner.  Last  fall  when 
the  matter  was  brought  to  my  attention 
I  was  then  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  East 
Boston  Ferries,  and  knew  very  little  about  it: 
but  from  information  I  got  from  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  at  that  time  I  was  opposed  to 
the  order  for  a  lease,  and  for  the  same  reason 
that  most  of  the  members  of  the  Board  are  op- 
posed to  this  order  today:  that  it  appeared  to 
me  that  we  were  paying  about  .?soo  a  year  for 
what  we  proposed  to  lease  to  Mr.  Atkins  for 
.$100.  That  is  the  way  it  appeared  to  me  then : 
that  is  the  way  it  stands  today,  after  you  come 
down  to  the  plain  figures.  But  after  visiting 
the  property,  and  after  Mr.  Atkins  stated  to  the 
committee  down  on  that  wharf  that  he  proposed 
to  build  building's  on  that  property  which  would 
bring  several  thousand  dollars  worth  of  prop- 
erty into  the  city  tax  levy  and  bring  in  an  addi- 
tional water  tax  of  some  $6000.  I  thought  the 
members  of  the  city  government  should  consider 
that  it  was  not  merely  the  hundred  dollars 
rental  that  he  was  to  pay  us  annually.  The  one 
hundred   dollars  rental  was  not  what  brought 
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me  over  to  think  it  was  for  the  best  interest  of 
the  city  of  Boston  to  make  this  lease.  Now,  as 
the  matter  stands  I  care  not  what  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  do.  But  Mr.  Atkins  asks  us  to  decide 
one  way  or  the  other,  and  to  say  yes  or  no,  and 
I  believe  it  is  our  duty  to  say  yes  or  no  here 
today,  that  we  will  or  will  not  lease  this  land. 
If  I  thought  the  Ferry  Department  would  need 
that  strip  of  land  at  any  time  I  would  not  advo- 
cate leasing  it.  But  I  do  not  think  so.  As 
regards  the  public  institutions,  I  do  not  think 
they  can  use  it  because  there  is  no  entrance  to 
it.  The  wharf  is  in  a  rotten  condition  now,  and 
the  city  will  have  to  lay  out  considerable  money 
011  it,  before  anything  can  he  done  with  it.  I 
simply  want  to  state  the  facts  as  they  are  and 
let  the  members  of  the  Board  vote  as  they  think 
proper. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman 
a  question  before  he  concludes.  You  say,  so  far 
as  your  judgment  is  concerned.  Suppose  the 
growth  of  the  city  institutions  at  Long  island 
was  such  that  a  demand  was  made  upon  the  city 
for  a  place  for  storage  purposes,  could  the  city 
begin  to  hire  a  place  as  cheap  as  they  would  get 
that  piece,  even  with  what  it  would  cost  the  city 
to  repair  it? 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  think  we  have  ample  room 
now  where  the  Put.  Bradley  comes  for  all 
the  storage  purposes  we  shall  need  without  tak- 
ing any  part  of  this  strip. 

Aid.  Donovan— Like  the  alderman  who  has 
just  taken  his  seat,  I  care  not  personallv  what 
action  the  members  of  this  Board  take  today.  I 
felt  it  my  duty  as  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Ferries  to  make  the  minority  report  which  I 
have  made ;  and  in  justice  to  some  members  of 
the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Council— not 
being  present  at  the  meeting  at  which  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order  was  agreed  to  be  recommended 
— Ihave  never  asked  any  person  associated  with 
me  on  that  committee  to  join  with  me  in  the 
minority  report.  Since  making  the  report  two 
members  of  the  committee  on  the  part  of 
the  Common  Council  have  said  that  they 
would  have  joined  me  in  making  the  mi- 
nority report.  But  the  report  bears  only  my 
own  signature  and  that  statement  will  have  to 
be  taken  for  what  it  is  worth.  Now  as  regards 
the  statement  made  by  Mr.  Atkins,  or  by  some 
person  representing  Mr.  Atkins,  that  it  is  not  the 
•$100  he  will  pay  into  the  treasury  for  rent,  but 
that  he  is  going  to  increase  his  business  capacity 
and  pay  in  several  thousand  dollars  for  water 
rates,  and  will  also  increase  the  amount  of  his 
taxes  by  building  upon  that  land,  I  hardly 
think,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  if  Mr.  Atkins  is  going 
to  increase  his  business  capacity  50  per  cent,  lie 
is  going  to  stop  because  he  will  not  get  from  the 
city  of  Boston  a  piece  of  land  commencing  at 
nothing  and  running  about  one  half  way 
on  the  strip  to  a  width  of  22  feet,  and  then 
running  from  that  point  to  the  other  end,  or  the 
point  of  beginning,  to  a  width  of  about  six 
feet,  making  in  all  something  like  3200  square 
feet  of  land.  I  do  not  think  that  Mr.  Atkins, 
or  any  other  person  doing  business  in  the  city 
of  Boston  or  any  other  city  is  going  to  stop  when 
he  sees  a  possible  chance  of  increasing  his 
capacity  in  business  50  per  cent,  and,  as  his 
counsel  told  me  only  last  Friday,  in  time  to  just 
double  that  capacity.  I  do  not  think  that  argu- 
ment should  be  allowed  to  frighten  any  mem- 
ber of  this  Board.  On  the  contrary,  I  do  think, 
however,  from  the  experience  that  the  city  has 
had  in  a  matter  which  is  now  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  on  an  order  to  provide  the 
means  for  payment,  and  the  only  reason  the 
money  has  not  been  paid  is  that  the  city  has 
made  a  motion  asking  for  a  new  trial ;  and  I  re- 
fer to  the  Lincoln  wharf  property,  which  has 
been  taken  for  the  East  Boston  ferries.  We 
took  it,  and  by  the  decision  of  the  court  we  have 
had  to  pay  a  good  round  sum  for  it.  After  this 
experience  we  have  had,  I  think  it  is  our  duty 
to  preserve  this  strip  of  land  for  the  future  ueeVld 
of  the  city.  If  this  strip  of  land  has  not  been 
used  for  several  years,  then  I  say  it  is  the  laull 
of  the  city,  officers  having  charge  of  it.  If  they 
have  allowed  other  parties  to  have  the  use  of 
that  land  scot  free,  then- 
Aid.  Sullivan— I  desire  to  say  that  the  city  of 


Boston  has  been  receiving  $100  per  annum  for 
that  strip  of  land  for  some  years  past,  until 
within  two  years. 

Aid.  Donovan— I  am  glad  we  have  had  some- 
body to  protect  the  city's  interest  in  that  land ; 
but  if  for  the  past  two  years  we  have  not  re- 
ceived any  rent  for  that  land,  I  say  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  directors  of  the  ferries  to  set  a  fence  over 
on  to  the  line  of  that  land,  and  not  leave  it  in 
.  the  position  that  every  person  supposes  it  is,  a 
part  and  parcel  of  Sargent's  wharf  property, 
Now,  I  agree  with  the  alderman  from  South 
Boston  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when 
every  institution  of  the  city  of  Boston  will  be 
crowded  on  Long  island.  When  that  time  ar- 
rives I  think  it  will  be  necessary  to  increase  the 
capacity  of  the  boat  that  will  be  used  to  trans- 
port people  to  and  from  that  island.  When  you 
increase  that  capacity  you  will  also  have  to  in- 
crease the  capacity  of  the  dock  for  that  boat  to 
enter;  and  if  you  lease  this  property  and  allow 
it  to  go  out  of  the  city's  hands  for  900  years, 
there  will  be.  only  one  way  to  increase  the  ca- 
pacity of  that  dock,  and  that  is  by  encroaching 
upon  that  portion  of  the  wharf  now  used  by  the 
directors  for  public  institutions  for  a  landing. 
Now  in  setting  their  fence  already  erected  there 
on  to  the  line,  where  it  should  have  been  built 
originally,  or  within  the  past  two  years,  and 
putting  the  fence  the  entire  length  of  that 
wharf,  and  transferring  that  portion  of  the  land 
if  necessary,  to  the  care  and  custody  of  the  di- 
rectors for  public  institutions,  I  think  that  with 
a  very  slight  expense  the  same  will  be  accepted 
by  that  board,  and  placed  in  a  good  condition 
for  the  wharf  business  of  that  board.  Even  if  the 
lease  is  to  be  given  I  think  it  should  be  the  duty 
of  the  city  government  to  exact  a  far  larger 
sum  for  the  rent  of  the  land  than  is  proposed  to 
be  received  from  it,  namely,  (§100.  Why,  sir,  if 
we  let  that  land  for  $100  we  will  be  paying,  in 
the  proportion  of  the  rent  we  are  paying  for 
16,000  feet,  over  f  700  per  annum ;  and  when  that 
lease  is  executed  the  city  of  Boston  will  have  to 
pay  to  Elisha  Atkins,  or  his  heirs  or  assigns,  for 
the  next  000  years  over  $700  a  year  for  rent.  I 
hardly  think  this  Board  can  afford  to  take  that 
position.  With  that  statement  I  am  willing  to 
let  the  matter  rest  with  the  Board,  and  let  them 
vote  as  they  see  fit. 

Aid.  Bkomwich- There  are  two  or  three  ways 
of  looking  at  this  thing,  and  lam  not  satisfied 
which  is  the  best  way  to  vote.  If  we  should 
grant  to  Mr.  Atkins  the  lease  of  this  land  for  nine 
hundred  years  and  more  at  $100  a  year,  we  re- 
ceiving only  $100  a  year,  we  leave  it  for  the  city 
of  Boston  to  pay  upwards  of  $000,000  more  than 
it  will  receive  in  the  next  nine  hundred  years. 
Now  that  is  one  way  to  look  at  it.  The  next  is, 
if  we  should  lease  it  and  they  should  build  an- 
other barrier  on  their  line,  when  the  Put.  Brad- 
lee,  or  any  of  our  boats,  should  be  coming  up 
there  with  a  strong  current  they  would  cause 
some  damage  to  the  property,  which  the  city 
would  have  to  pay.  A  very  strong  current  runs 
there  at  times,  and  with  a  boat  filled  with  peo- 
ple we  should  be  liable  to  pay,  for  one  accident, 
more  in  damages  than  we  should  receive  in  rent 
for  many  years.  That  is  another  way  of  looking 
at  it.  The  only  way  to  make  me  vote  for  it  is 
this :  If  they  intend  to  erect  a  stone  building  five 
stories  high,  of  the  value  of  $40,000  or  $50,000, 
it  would  turn  into  the  city  of  Boston  somewhere 
from  $500  to  $G00  a  year  on  the  assessor's  valua- 
tion, and  what  we  should  get  in  addition  from 
water  rates  I  do  not  know.  I  think  myself,  hon- 
estly, that  it  will  bo  best  for  the  city  to  hold 
that  land.  I  am  inclined  to  think  so,  for  when 
we  want  a  wharf  we  find  we  have  got  to  pay 
pretty  heavily  for  it.  We  have  now  been  wait- 
ing some  time  for  a  wharf  for  the  Paving  De- 
partment, but  we  cannot  hear  of  any  wharf  that 
is  eligible  that  will  cost  less  than  $50,000.  I  think 
it  is  best  for  the  city  of  Boston  to  hold  on  to  that 
land  for  its  own  future  uses. 

The  minority  report  was  substituted  for  that 
of  the  majority ;  yeas  10,  nays  2,  Aid.  C.  W.  Smith 
and  Sullivan  voting  nay. 

The  minority  report  was  accepted.  Aid.  Dono- 
van moved  to  reconsider;  lost.    Sent  down. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll,  atc.41 
P.M. 


COMMON     COUNCIL. 


381 


GITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings   of    the  Common    Council. 


Thursday,  April  21,  1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  at 
7.30  P.  M.    President  Barry  in  the  chair. 

By  direction  of  the  president,  the  roll  was 
called  with  the  following  result : 

Present  —  Atwood,  Barry,  Bowman,  Carroll, 
Carstensen.  Cochran.  Desmond.  Dewey,  Dunn, 
Fisher,  Foss,  Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost,  P.  J.  Gal- 
lagher, Hayes.  Ladd.  Lattimore,  Lauten,  Leary. 
McKenna,  McNary,  F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  J.  Murphy, 
W.  H.  Murphy,  Norton,  Nunan,  Reilly,  Richards, 
Sanger,  Shaw,  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R. 
Sullivan.  Sundberg,  Teevens.  Tracy,  TuttlS, 
Webster,  Whall,  Whitmore,  Wilson— 42. 

Absent — Blume,  Burr,  Chamberlain,  Clark, 
Coleman,  Connolly,  Coyle,  Davern,  Dolan,  Dug- 
gan,  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Haggerty,  Harrington, 
Keliher,  Kelley,  Kennedy,  Light,  Mahoney. 
McEnaney,  F.  Morison,  J.  Murphy,  O'Mealey, 
Perkins,  Perry,  C.  C.  Powers,  E.  J.  Powers, 
Short,  Snow,  Thaver— 30. 

SITE  OF  FIRST  PUBLIC  LATIN  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order— That  the 
superintendent  of  public  buildings  be  directed 
to  place  a  suitable  bronze  tablet  on  the  School- 
street  fence  of  City  Hall  to  mark  the  site  of  the 
first  public  Latin  school  established  in  Boston, 
the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  public  buildings. 

Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  specially 
assigned  to  8  o'clock  P.  M. 

RESERVE  POLICE  FORCE. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order— That  the 
Board  of  Police  be  authorized  to  appoint  a  re- 
serve police  force  consisting  of  100  men,  as  au- 
thorized by  Chapter  177,  Acts  of  the  year  1887, 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  appointment 
of  a  reserve  police  in  the  city  of  Boston." 

Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  and, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  specially  assigned 
to  8  P.  M. 

Later  in  the  session  under  reports  of  city  offi- 
cers the  following  was  received: 

Board  of  Police  for  the  City  of  Boston, 
No.  7  Pemberton  Square, 
Boston,  April  21, 1887. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,— The  Board  of  Police  for  the  City 
of  Boston  respectfully  requests  that  authority 
be  given  for  the  appointment  of  100  men,  to  con- 
stitute a  reserve  police  force,  as  authorized  by 
Chapter  177  of  the  Acts  of  1887,  entitled  'An  act 
to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  reserve  po- 
lice force  in  the  city  of  Boston." 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  T.  Whiting, 
William  H.  Lee, 
W.  M.  Osborne. 

Specially  assigned  to  8  P.M.  on  motion  of  Mr. 
AVhall. 

Later  in  the  session  the  order  was  called  up 
by  Mr.  Whitmore  and  passed.  Mr.  Whitmore 
moved  to  reconsider :  lost. 

Mr.  Whall  called  up  the  communication 
from  the  Board  of  Police  and  it  was  sent  up. 

REPORT  OF  ELECTION  CASES. 

Mr.  Whall  offered  an  order— That  the  city 
auditor  be  authorized  to  allow  the  payment  of 
§20  to  Joseph  O'Kane  for  services  rendered  the 
Committee  on  Elections  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil in  examining  the  files  of  said  Council  for  the 
past  64  years,  and  obtaining  therefrom  certain 
papers  required  by  said  committee  in  the 
preparation  of  the  volume  on  Controverted 
Elections;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  printing. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Mr. 
Whall  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

NORTHAMPTON  PLACE. 

Mr.  Frost  offered  an  order— That  the  Com- 
mittee on  Improved  Sewerage  be  directed  to  re- 
place in  its  former  condition  the  passageway 


from  Northampton  to  Camden  street,  known 
as  Northampton  place,  which  was  rendered 
unfit  for  travel  by  the  agents  of  said  commit- 
tee in  the  construction  of  said  sewer.  The  ex- 
pense incurred  to  be  charged  to  improved  sewer- 
age. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Mr. 
Frost  moved  to  reconsider :  lost. 

Later  in  the  session  Mr.  Frost  stated  that  there 
was  an  error  in  the  form  of  the  order,  and  on 
his  motion  the  vote  passing  it  was  rescinded. 

Jlr.  Frost  then  offered  an  order— That  the 
city  engineer  in  charge  of  the  improved  sewer- 
age be  directed  to  replace  in  its  former  con- 
dition the  passageway  from  Northampton  to 
Camden  street,  known  as  Northampton  place, 
which  was  rendered  unfit  for  travel  by  the 
agents  of  the  committee  in  the  construction  of 
said  sewer.  The  expense  incurred  to  be 
charged  to  improved  sewerage. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Mr. 
Frost  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

Sent  up. 

PROPOSED  WIDENING  OF    BEACON   STREET, 

Mr.  Ladd  offered  an  order— That  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  be  requested  to  report 
what  will  be  the  expense  of  widening  Beacon 
street  on  the  northerly  side  to  a  line  at  the 
southerly  portion  of  the  swelled  or  circular 
fronts  of  the  houses  between  Somerset  street 
and  Bowdoin  street,  and  to  said  line  extended 
from  Bowdoi  street  to  Mount  Vernon  street, 
and  to  a  line  at  the  southerly  portion  of  the  wall 
of  the  main  building  of  the  Congregational 
House,  extended  from  Somerset  to  Tremont 
street. 

Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  Reilly  moved  to  refer  to  the  Committee 
on  Streets. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ladd  the  order  was  specially 
assigned  to  8.30  P.M. 

MEMORIAL  DAY. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the 
mayor  transmitting  an  invitation  to  the  City 
Council  to  unite  with  the  Thomas  G.  Stevenson 
Post  26,  in  their  memorial  service  on  May  30, 
1887. 

The  invitation  was  accepted.    Sent  down. 

PLAYGROUND  AT  LOWER  MILLS. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  mayor 
transmitting  as  worthy  of  consideration  a  peti- 
tion from  H.  L.  Pierce  and  other  prominent  and 
well-known  citizens  in  Ward  24,  asking  the  pur- 
chase by  the  city  of  Vose's  grove  for  a  small 
park  and  playground  for  children  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  that  thickly-settled  portion  of  Dor- 
chester called  the  Lower  Mills,  and  suggesting 
that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Park  Commis- 
sioners. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Park  Com- 
missioners. 

WARD  22  DRAINAGE. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations  be  requested  to 
add  to  the  appropriations  for  the  financial  year 
of  1887  a  sum  sufficient  to  improve  the  drainage 
of  sewer  pipes  on  Ward  street,  Parker  street,  and 
Longwood  avenue,  the  amount  to  be  determined 
by  the  superintendent  of  sewers. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  R.  Sullivan,  to  tlie 
Committee  on  Appropriations. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  Frost  presented  the  petition  of  Elizabeth 
Frost,  executrix  of  estate  of  John  Gilbert,  for 
release  of  conditions  imposed  by  city  on  estate 
now  numbered  664  Tremont  street. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Bowman  presented  the  petition  of  Theresa 
Roche,  for  compensation  for  personal  injuries 
received  on  Eaton  street,  March  11,  1887,  on  ac- 
count of  the  accumulation  of  snow,  which 
caused  her  to  be  thrown  from  a  sleigh. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Claims. 

PAPERS  FROM  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Invitation  of  E.  W.  Kinsley  Post  113,  G.  A.  R„ 
for  the  mayor  and  city  government  to  partici- 
pate in  the  observance  by  said  post  of  Memorial 
day. 

Accepted  in  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall  Nos.  2  to  5  inclusive 
were  acted  on  together,  viz.  : 

2.  Report  of  Committee  on  Department  for  In- 
spection of  Buildings,  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  Charles  0.  Beck  for  permission  to 
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tmiljla  wooden  addition  to  building  on  Frank- 
lin street,  Brighton. 
Accepted  in  concurrence. 

3.  Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  no 
action  necessary  on  proposition  of  Jesse  L.  Na- 
son  to  buy  the  lot  of  land  belonging  the  city  on 
West  Newton  street  and  West  Rutland  square. 

Aceepted  in  concurrence. 

4.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  leave  to 
withdraw  on  petition  of  Robert  Peer  to  be  com- 
pensated for  personal  injuries  from  a  fall  on 
Middlesex  street. 

Accepted  in  concurrence. 

5.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  leave  to 
withdraw  on  petition  of  C.  T.  S.  Townsend  for 
compensation  for  injuries  to  his  horse  and  dam- 
age to  his  property  from  an  alleged  defect  in 
Park  street,  Dorchester. 

Accepted  in  concurrence. 

6.  Order  to  take  from  the  files,  and  refer  to 
the  Committee  on  Water,  the  papers  in  relation 
to  giving  to  L.  Allen  Kingsbury  a  quitclaim 
deed  of  a  parcel  of  land  at  Wellesley  Hills. 

Passed  in  concurrence. 

7.  Reuort  of  Committee  on  Department  for  In- 
spection of  Buildings,  and  order  lor  the  issue  of 
a  permit  to  Thomas  F.  Scanlan  to  erect  two 
wooden  building  on  Howard  street,  near  Maga- 
zine street.  Ward  20,  for  storage  of  lumber  and 
carriages,  and  partly  for  a  stable. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 

Mr.  Fowler— I  move  you,  Mr.  President,  that 
Nos.  S  and  9  be  considered  together. 

The  President— The  orders  came  down,  en- 
dorsed separately,  and  will  be  acted  on  separ- 
ately. 

8.  Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  re- 
commending the  passage  of  the  order  referred 
to  them,  for  the  transfer  to  and  sale  by  the 
Street  Commissioners  of  a  certain  part  of  the 
Paving  Department  yard  on  a  passageway  lead- 
ing from  Hereford  street.  Report  accepted,  and 
order  passed  in  concurrence.  Mr.  Whall  moved 
to  reconsider ;  lost. 

SARGENT'S  WHARF. 

9.  Report  of  Committee  on  East  Boston  Fer- 
ries, that  the  order  referred  to  them  to  rescind 
an  order  passed  Dec.  28, 1886,  to  lease  a  certain 
pertion  of  the  South  Ferry  property  to  Elisha 
Atkins,  ought  to  pass. 

Mr.  Ladd — Do  I  understand  this  matter 
rightly,  that  the  acceptance  of  this  report  will 
prevent  the  substitution  of  the  minority  report 
for  this  one? 

The  President.— No,  sir,  not  on  this  subject, 
the,  question  is  on  the  acceptance  of  the  report. 

The  reuort  was  accepted  and  the  order  passed 
in  concurrence.  Mr.  Whall  moved  to  recon- 
sider; lost. 

10.  Minority  report  of  the  Committee  on  East 
Boston  Ferries  (substituted  for  the  majority  re- 
port), recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  the 
petition  of  Elisha  Atkins  that  a  portion  of  the 
South  Ferry  property  adjoining  Sargent's  wharf 
may  be  leased  to  him. 

Minority  report  accepted  in  concurrence.  Mr. 
Frost  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

Nevi  Bridge  to  Cambridge. 

11.  Non-concurrence  in  the  amendment  made 
by  this  Council  to  the  order  requesting  the  Com- 
mittee on  Legislative  Matters  to  appear  before 
the  Legislature  and  oppose  any  legislation  in  re- 
gard to  the  proposed  new  bridge  from  Boston  to 
Cambridge,  making  it  compulsory  upon  said 
cities  to  build  said  bridge, — the  Board  of  Alder- 
men adhering  to  its  former  vote  on  the  passage 
of  said  order. 

The  question  was  on  receding  and  concurring. 

Mr.  Wilson— Mr.  President,  I  trust  that  the 
Council  will  recede  from  its  former  action  in 
adopting  the  amendment  to  the  order  as  it  came 
from  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  concur  with 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  because,  unless  we  do  so 
our  remonstrance  to  the  Legislature  against  this 
compulsory  legislation  will  be  of  no  avail.  I 
would  not  allow  the  amendment  to  interfere 
with  the  protest  that  I,  for  one,  feel  ought  to  be 
made  against  the  Legi si atxtre  passing  acts  of 
this  kind.  I  am  sorry  that  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men did  not  see  their  way  clear  to  accept  the 
amendment,  as  I  believe  there  is  a  strong  senti- 
ment in  the  community  that  street  railway  cor- 
porations should  pay  for  the  valuable  franchises 
they  receive.  But  inasmuch  as  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  refused  to  take  that  view  of  the 
matter,  I  trust  now  that  the  Common  Council 


will  recede  from  their  former  action,  and  that 
we  will  concur  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

It  was  voted  to  recede  from  former  action,  and 
concur  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  Mr.  Whit- 
more  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

12.  Order  for  a  loan  of  $800,000  for  a  term  of 
not  less  than  30,  nor  more  than  50  years,  and  at 
a  rate  of  interest  not  exceeding  3x/2  per  cent,  the 
certificatts  of  indebtedness  to  be  known  as  the 
"Suffolk  County  Court  House  Loan;"  said  sum 
to  be  appropriated  for  the  purposes  set  forth  in 
Chapter  101  of  the  Acts  of  1887. 
,  Passed  in  concurrence,  yeas  55,  nays  0. 

Yeas— Atwood,  Bowman,  Burr,  Carroll,  Car- 
stensen.  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Cochran,  Con- 
nolly, Desmond,  Dewey,  Dolan,  Dnggan,  Dunn, 
Eisner,  Foss,  Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost.  J.  Gallagher, 
P.  J.  Gallagher,  Hayes,  Keliher,  Kelley,  Ladd. 
Lattimore,  Lauten,  Leary,  Mahoney,  McEnaney, 
McKeima,  McNary,  F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  J.  Murphy, 
Norton,  Nunan,  Perkins,  Perry.  E.  J.  Powers. 
Reilly,  Richards.  Sanger,  Shaw,  Snow,  E.  Sul- 
livan, J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan.  Sundberg, 
Teevens,  Thayer,  Tracy,  Tuttle,  Webster,  Whall, 
Whitmore,  Wilson— 56. 

Nays— 0. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Barry,  Blume,  Cole- 
man, Coyle,  Davern,  Gomez,  Haggerty,  Har- 
rington, Kennedy.  Light,  F.  Morison,  J.  Murpliy. 
W.  H.  Murphv.  O'Mealey,  C.  C.  Powers,  Short 
—16 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

TRACKS  ON  NEW  CAMBRIDGE  BRIDGE. 

Early  in  the  session  Mr.  Wilson  offered  a 
resolve— That  the  President  of  the  Common 
Council  be  instructed  to  remonstrate  in  the 
name  and  behalf  of  this  body  against  the  pas- 
sage by  the  Legislature  of  any  bill  providing  for 
the  building  of  the  new  bridge  to  Cambridge 
unless  provision  be  made  therein  for  the  sale  at 
public  auction  of  the  franchise  for  any  railway 
over  said  bridge. 

SDecially  assigned  to  S  P.M.,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wilson. 

Later  in  the  session  the  order  was  called  up 
by  Mr.  Wilson.  The  question  was  on  giving  the 
resolve  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary 
before  this  body,  they  having  passed  the  order, 
and  the  resolve  being  substantially  the  same, 
to  at  this  time  go  into  an  elaborate  argument 
to  show  the  necessity  or  the  reason  for  passing 
it.  It  may  seem  a  little  strange  that  this  Coun- 
cil takes  this  action,  through  its  president,  and 
for  the  benefit  of  the  members  I  would  like  to 
state  the  reason.  At  the  last  meeting  we  passed 
an  order  requesting  a  joint  committee  to  do  a 
certain  act — to  represent  us  at  the  Legislature. 
The  Board  of  Aldermen  saw  fit  not  to  concur  in 
that  action,  thus  depriving  us  of  the  services  of 
any  joint  committee.  It  would  seem  to  be  im- 
proper, and  1  understand  it  is  contrary  to  our 
custom,  if  not  contrary  to  the  custom  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  to  instruct  any  committee 
on  the  part  of  this  Council— that  is,  any  portion 
of  a  joint  committee — to  do  that  which  the  whole 
committee  cannot  do,  as  it  would  occasion  feel- 
ing and  disruption  among  the  members  cf  that 
committee  i  f  a  portion  of  them  were  obliged  to  do 
what  the  whole  could  not  do.  Therefore,  instead 
of  an  order,  this  matter  takes  the  form  of  a 
resolve  requesting  our  presiding  officer 
to  remonstrate  before  the  Legislature  against 
the  passage  of  any  act  unless  that  act  contains 
a  provision  that  this  franchise  shall  be  sold  at 
public  auction.  Now  for  the  benefit  of  those 
members  here  who  may  not  know  the  entire 
facts,  I  will  state  that  I  am  informed  by  the 
Evening  Transcript  that  the  committee  at  the 
Legislature  having  charge  of  the  matter  re- 
ported yesterday  a  bill  to  the  House,  which,  to 
say  the  least,  is  drawn  in  an  extremely  loose 
manner,  but  which  contains  one  provision  re- 
lating especially  to  the  street  railways,  author- 
izing the  aldermen  of  the  city  of  Boston  and  the 
citv  of  Cambridge  to  grant  the  right  to  a  rail- 
way over  that  bridge.  Therefore  it  seems  that 
the  committee  of  the  Legislature  have  taken  the 
same  view  that  you  did  at  the  last  meeting: 
namely,  that  a  railroad  track  was  going  over 
that  bridge.  Now  if  they  are  going  to  empower, 
and  it  is  necessary  in  their  bill  to  empower  the 
Boards  of  Aldermen  of  Cambridge  and  Boston 
to  grant  that  franchise,  it  seems  to  me  eminent- 
ly fitting  and  proper  that  that  franchise  should 
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be  sold  at  public  auction:  and  I  trust  that  the 
members  of  this  body  will  abide  by  their  action 
at  the  last  meeting-  and  pass  that  resolve  in- 
structing the  president  to  appear  before  the 
Legislature  and  remonstrate  against  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act. 

Mr.  Whall — I  quite  agree  with  the  gentleman 
who  has  just  sat  down  that  the  privileges  of  the 
public  streets  of  Boston  should  not  be  given  to 
moneyed  corporations  without  an  equivalent  to 
the  public  for  the  privileges  which  the  public 
accord  to  them ;  but  I  do  see  some  reason  why 
it  might  be  outside  of  the  province  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  of  the  city  of  Boston  to  interfere 
in  the  matter.  By  an  all-wise  providence  and 
an  omnipotent  Legislature,  the  control  of  the 
streets  of  the  city  of  Boston  has  been  entrusted 
to  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  Now  it  strikes  me 
that  it  is  altogether  outside  of  the  province  of 
the  Common  Council  to  try  to  say  what  shall  be 
done  with  the  streets  of  Boston.  We  have  passed 
orders  here  repeatedly  and  have  had  them  come 
back  from  the  other  branch  with  the  endorse- 
ment that  the  matter  was  not  within  the  prov- 
ince of  the  Common  Council :  and  we  have  or- 
ders that  after  mature  deliberation  we  have 
passed  flung  in  our  teeth  as  matters  beyond  our 
province.  Now,  I  do  not  see  that  it  alters 
the  case  if  we  shall  instruct  our  president 
that  he  shall  oppose  or  that  in  his  name 
we  shall  oppose  any  legislation  in  regard 
to  laying  tracks  over  the  new  bridge  to  East 
Cambridge  or  West  Cambridge,  or  whatever 
Cambridge  it  may  be,  given  without  money ;  I 
do  not  see  that  it  makes  any  difference  whether 
we  instruct  hirn  to  do  it  or  whether  we  do  it 
ourselves.  Tt  is  a  matter  entirely  outside  of  our 
province :  and  while  I  agree  with  the  gentleman 
that  public  privileges  should  not  be  granted  to 
corporations  without  corresponding  benefits  to 
the  public — I  mean  money  benefits,  too,  pay- 
ments—still I  cannot  see  why  the  Common 
Council  should  interfere  in  this  matter.  I 
think  we  have  no  more  right  as  the  law  now 
stands  to  interfere  in  a  matter  of  this  kind  than 
we  have  to  interfere  with  the  L\jLesseps  canal 
across  the  Isthmus  of  Panama.  It  is  a  matter 
over  which  we  have  no  control.  I  wish  we  did 
have  some  control :  and  I  speak  thus  frankly 
because  it  was  my  fortune,  or  misfortune  per- 
haps, on  last  Thursday  night  not  to  have  com- 
mitted myself  on  one  side  of  the  question  or  the 
other.  Now  that  goes  to  the  merits  of  the  case. 
I  am  afraid  that  underneath  this  resolve  as  well 
as  underneath  the  order  that  sought  to  protect 
the  spreading  roots  of  the  elms  on  Boston  Com- 
mon, there  is  a  latent  and  secret  opposition  to 
what  some  of  us  may  fear  is  going  to  be- 
come a  grand  monopoly  in  our  city.  I 
fear  that  this  is  a  kind  of  a  disguised 
opposition  to  the  West  End  Land  Com- 
pany. I  feel  that  I  am  free  at  this  time  in 
repelling  any  mean  assaults  upon  that  company, 
because,  as  I  said  before,  I  never  did  own  any 
stock,  I  have  none  now,  I  never  expect  to  own 
any  m  that  company.  So  I  am  not  talking 
as  an  advocate  and  I  am  not  talking  as 
stockholder;  but  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
gentleman's  object  will  be  arrived  at  as  well  in 
the  way  in  which  he  strives  to  get  at  it  as  it 
might  be  by  other  means.  If  the  gentleman 
will  so  word  his  resolve  that  it  would  be  that 
we  express  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  that  it  is 
the  sense  of  this  Council— and  that  sense  must 
be  expressed  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  who 
have  charge  of  the  affair — that  in  case  a  hew 
bridge  is  built  between  West  Chester  Park  and 
Cambridge  no  railroad  rights  shall  be  granted 
there  unless  the  city  of  Boston  receives  for  the 
privileges  accorded  to  the  corporation  receiving 
the  rights  an  equivalent  for  the  privileges  given 
them,  it  would  more  nearly  cover  the  ground. 
If  the  gentleman  puts  his  resolve  in  that  shape, 
I  will  heartily  vote  for  it ;  but  if  he  simply  puts 
it  in  the  way  he  has  now  done,  that  we  direct 
our  president  to  oppose  before  the  Massachusetts 
Legislature  any  bill  which  does  not  pro- 
vide for  the  citizens  of  Boston  an  equiv- 
alent for  rights  given  in  a  highway  which 
they  do  not  own  yet,  then  I  am  against 
it;  simply  because  I  have  a  sneaking  idea 
and  an  insinuating  suspicion  that  this  re- 
solve, as  well  as  the  order  which  I  probably 
alone  opposed,  and  which  came  from  my  smil- 
ing and  Saxon-bearded  friend  in  the  back  row, 
about  the  trees  on  Boston  Common— God  save 
them !— simply  because  I  had  the  idea  that  un- 
derneath this  resolve,  as  well  as  under  that 


other  order,  there  was  a  latent,  and,  if  I  did  not 
respect  the  gentleman,  I  would  say,  a  cowardly, 
opposition  to  the  West  End  Land  Company.  I 
do  not  believe  that  is  the  way  to  fight  monopo- 
lies. I  believe,  and  I  believe  the  gentleman 
himself  has  the  same  opinion,  that  if  monopo- 
lies are  to  come  upon  the  city  of  Boston,  we  are 
to  meet  them  in  fair,  open  play,  we  are  to  meet 
them  in  broad,  open  sunlight;  and  if  they  are 
wrong  we  will  throw  about  their  wrong: 
doing  the  whole  sunlight  of  public  opinion, 
and  public  knowledge  shall  gaze  with  argus 
eyes  upon  the  wrong-doing.  But  I  do  not  be- 
lieve we  shall  smell  wrong-doing  at  the  start, 
and  that  a  corporation  which  pretends  that  it  is 
going  to  do,  if  it  does  not  intend  to  do  for  Boston 
large  and  extensive  improvements,  I  do  not 
believe  we  should  at  the  beginning  smell  mis- 
chief and  strive  to  thwart  its  every  movement. 
Now,  to  get  back  to  our  muttons.  My  only 
objection  to  this  thing  is  this:  that  we  are  inter- 
fering with  something  over  which  we  have  no 
control,  and  I  do  not  want  the  president  of  this 
Council  put  in  this  position,  that  when  he  goes 
to  the  Legislature  and  says  he  does  not  want  a 
bridge  put  across  the  Charles  river,  and  he  does 
not  want  a  railroad  put  across  there  unless  the 
city  of  Boston  gets  something  for  the  privilege 
accorded,  1  don't  want  him  put  in  this  position 
that  some  member  of  that  committee  mav  say: 
"Well,  what  right  have  you  to  express  that 
opinion  any  more  than  the  president  of  the  pro- 
duce exchange,  any  more  than  the  president  of 
the  stock  exchange,  any  more  than  the  driver  of 
a  mud-cart  down  in  the  West  End."  I  want  the 
president  of  this  Council,  when  he  goes  to  the 
Legislature,  to  go  around  with  full  authority  to 
talk  about  the  matter  under  discussion  and  to 

five  reasons  for  changes  such  as  we  may  desire, 
hope  the  gentleman  does  not  misunderstand 
me.  I  do  not  object  to  the  idea  which  underlies 
it.  I  fully  agree  with  him  on  that.  I  believe 
that  the  time  has  come  for  it  and  I  wish  that 
our  Legislature!  would  incorporate  in  our  statutes 
that  not  a  single  boon  should  be  given  by  public 
authority  to  nrivate  corporations  unless  the 
public  received  an  equivalent  for  it.  I  would 
have  it  that  not  a  car  should  run  upon  our  streets 
that  did  not  pay  a  tax  to  the  citizens  of  Boston. 
I  would  have  it  that  our  streets  should  not  be 
used  by  any  private  corporation  that  did  not 
pay,  and  pay  well  to  the  public  treasury  for  the 
use,  and  sometimes  the  exclusive  use  which  it 
makes  of  our  streets;  but  I  do  not  want  this 
Council  or  its  president  placed  in  a  false  posi- 
tion. 

Mr.  Sanger— If  this  resolve  had  been  intro- 
duced last  week  there  would  have  been  then  time 
to  have  taken  the  action  which  is  contemplated 
by  the  resolve.  But  it  seems  to  me  that  if  the 
information  which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9 
has  given  us  as  coming  from  the  newspaper  is 
true— that  the  report  has  been  made— that  any 
instruction  we  may  give  to  the  committee  comes 
too  late.  Then  again,  at  this  time,  as  a  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Cambridge  Bridge,  on  ac- 
count of  my  enforced  absence  last  week,  I  was 
not  able  to  make  such  a  statement  to  this  body 
as  I  thought,  and  do  think  now,  should  be  made 
with  regard  to  the  action  of  that  committee,  as 
explaining  the  compulsory  bill  which  has  been 
reported,  as  is  stated,  to  the  Legislature.  That 
compulsory  legislation,  Mr.  President  and  gen- 
tlemen, is  only  because  the  city  of  Boston  has 
dilly-dallied  since  1881,  and  has  allowed  Cam- 
bridge to  come  and  make  out  each  year  since 
that  time  such  a  case  as  has  satisfied  the  special 
committee  on  the  bridge  that  such  a  bridge 
should  be  built ;  and  in  only  two  instances,  last 
year  and  in  1885  was  a  minority  report  signed, 
and  that  in  one  year  by  only  two  members  and 
the  other  year  by  three  members  of  the  com- 
mittee. The  committees  each  year  have  practi- 
cally been  unanimous  that  the  bridge  should  be 
built,  and  the  only  question  this  year  has  been 
as  to  what  amount  should  be  paidiby  Cam- 
bridge and  what  amount  should  be  paid 
by  Boston.  If,  Mr.  President  and  gen- 
tlemen, after  the  report  of  our  special  committee 
was  made  to  the  city  government,  action  had 
then  been  taken  so  that  the  solicitor  should  go 
to  the  State  House,  and  tell  them  there  that  we 
wanted-the  bridge,  but  were  willing  to  pay  but 
one  third  of  the  cost,  and  make  out  such  a  case 
as  should  satisfy  the  committee  of  the  Legisla- 
ture having  the  matter  in  charge,  that  Boston 
should  only  pay  one  third,  then  I  believe  that 
the  committee  would  have  listened  patiently  to 
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anything  that  had  been  said  by  anybody  coming 
officially  from  the  city  of  Boston,  and,  perhaps, 
our  own  wishes  might  have  been  carried  out. 
But  no  such  course  has  been  adopted.  Cam- 
bridge, alone,  has  been  obliged  to  make  the 
tight,  and  we  have  simply,  as  I  have  said,  dilly- 
dallied, so  that  they,  in  their  own  behalf,  and  in 
their  own  defence,  have  been  obliged  to  seek 
compulsory  legislation,  which,  in  most  cases,  is 
dangerous,  but  which  m  this  case,  it  seems  to 
me.  is  perfectly  justified. 

Mr.  Wilson— In  reply  to  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  11, 1  will  say  that  the  re- 
solve now  before  the  House  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  compulsory  legislation  in  regard  to  the 
erection  or  construction  of  the  bridge.  That 
matter  was  acted  on  under  the  11th  order  of 
business  on  our  calendar.  Therefore,  all  that  is 
said  in  favor  of  the  Cambridge  bridge,  while  it 
may  be  very  pertinent  to  that  order,  has  but  lit- 
tle to  do  with  this  resolve.  This  resolve  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  protest  against  compul- 
sory legislation  or  the  construction  of  that 
bridge  or  any  matters  of  that  kind.  This  resolve 
has  simply  to  do  with  the  disposal  of  the  fran- 
chise to  a  railroad  corporation— to  a  nrivate 
corporation  to  run  cars  over  that  hridge. 
I  think  the  gentleman  will  perceive  the 
difference,  and  if  he  has  any  disinclina- 
tion to  having  this  resolve  pass  that  he 
will  confine  himself  to  the  point  mentioned  in 
this  resolve.  As  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
7, 1  will  say  that  in  my  opinion  he  has  made  one 
or  two  errors  of  judgment.  In  the  first  place, 
this  bridge,  until  constructed  and  accepted  by 
the  city,  in  no  sense  can  be  considered  a  high- 
way, and  therefore  is  not  under  the  control  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen.  And  as  evidence  of 
that  the  committee  in  the  bill  that  they  reported 
to  the  Legislature  have  expressly  provided  in  a 
special  section  that  the  franchises  to  the  rail- 
road corporations  to  go  over  this  bridge  shall 
be  granted  by  the  Boards  of  Aldermen  of  Cam- 
bridge and  Boston.  I  am  not  advised  on  the 
point  as  to  whether  the  Boards  of  Aldermen  of 
Cambridge  and  Boston  would  have  had  author- 
ity to  grant  this  right  unless  it  had  been  provi- 
ded in  that  organic  law.  I  do  not  know.  I 
should  have  thought  they  would ;  but  if  so,  I  do 
not  see  why  that  special  provision  was  put  in 
there.  Now  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  im- 
proper for  us  to  pass  a  resolve  giving  our  opinion 
to  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  The  Board  of  Alder- 
men does  not  care  for  our  opinion.  They  have 
slighted  it  in  the  past  and  they  will  probably 
slight  it  in  the  future.  It  seems  to  me  that  it 
would  be  unbecoming  in  the  Common  Council 
to  say  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  that  our  sense 
of  their  duty  is  so  and  so ;  it  would  not  be  proper. 
But  on  the  other  hand,  here  is  a  measure  affect- 
ing the  entire  city  of  Boston.  It  affects  the  tax- 
payers of  the  city  of  Boston.  We  here  are  the 
representatives  of  the  people ;  and  it  behooves 
us,  if  an  <  legislative  matter  is  being  put 
through  our  Legislature  which  affects  our 
citizens,  that  we,  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  should  say  what  we  think  the  people 
need.  Now,  if  in  this  case  there  is  a  special 
provision  authorizing  the  Boards  of  Alder- 
men of  the  cities  of  Cambridge  and  Boston  to 
grant  franchises  over  this  bridge,  it  seems  to  me 
we  are  the  proper  people  to  say  that  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Boston  desire  that  that  right  shall  be 
sold  at  public  auction.  It  seems  to  me  eminently 
proper.  It  is  our  business  to  take  care  of  inter- 
ests of  the  citizens  of  Boston  and  of  the  taxpay- 
ers. If  we  do  not  do  it,  who  will?  The  Board 
of  Aldermen  have  declined  to  do  it.  Now  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  7  says  himself  that  he  be- 
lieves in  the  principle  of  this  resolve.  If  the 
principle  is  coi  rect,  m  what  better  way  can  we 
show  our  opinion,  or  in  what  better  way  can  we 
express  the  sense  of  this  body  than  by  request 
ing  our  honored  head  to  appear  before  the 
Legislature,  and  if  he  cannot  go  before  the  com- 
mittee, to  go  before  the  Legislature  and  use  his 
influence  with  the  members  from  the  city  of 
Boston  to  get  that  measure  referred  back  to  the 
committee.  Then  he  can  go  to  that  committee, 
and  use  such  measures  and  such  efforts  and  en- 
deavors to  get  this  matter  reconsidered  as  he 
thinks  best,  and  get  an  amendment  to  the  bill 
so  that  these  franchises  shall  be  sold  at  public 
auction.  I  cannot  for  the  life  of  me  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, see  any  impropriety  in  this  body  acting  in 
thatway.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  I  think  it  is 
right  and  proper  that  we  should  stand  here  rep- 
resenting the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Boston, 


and  say,  "If  you  grant  that  franchise,  let  the  city 
get  the  benefit  of  it." 

Mr.  Whitmorb— I  propose  to  vote  for  this  or- 
der merely  because  I  see  no  other  way  at  the 
present  time  in  which  any  action  can  be  taken 
which  will  be  of  any  use  at  all  before  the  Legis- 
lature. The  bill  has  been  reported.  It  is  a  very 
curious  bill.  It  does  not  seem  to  have  been  well 
drafted,  according  to  the  reports  that  have  been 
printed.  I  fail  to  see,  sir,  how  the  cost  of  the 
bridge  in  the  new  bill  is  to  be  apportioned  be- 
tween the  two  cities.  At  all  events,  if  the  city 
of  Boston  wishes  to  favor  this  idea  of  the  rail- 
road franchise  being  sold  over  the  bridge,  it 
must  be  done  by  some  action  of  the  Common 
Council  tonight ;  and,  sir,  I  must  differ  with  my 
friend  from  Ward  7  in  regard  to  the  propriety  or 
powers  of  the  Common  Council  in  petitioning 
the  Legislature.  We  have  petitioned  before;  I 
hope  we  shall  do  it  again.  Now,  sir,  it  has  al- 
ways heretofore  been  held,  at  least  by  the 
friends  of  this  body,  that  a  vote  passed  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Common  Council  does  represent 
every  part  of  the  city,  perhaps,  more  effectually 
than  a  vote  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  Every 
ward  is  here  represented,  and  well  represented; 
and,  consequently,  any  resolve  passed  by  this 
body  will  be  mentioned  and  cited  on  the  floor  of 
the  House  of  Representath  es  at  the  State  House 
with  a  proper  amount  of  consideration  and  re- 
spect. 1  do  not  think  the  matter  is  a  very  im- 
Eortant  one,  but  I  am  sure  that  it  is  most  proper, 
ecorning,  and  right  for  the  Common  Council  to 
pass  such  a  vote  as  they  see  fit  to,  and  I  am  very 
sure  that  it  will  not  be  misconstrued  by  any  one 
at  the  State  House.  It  is  extremely  likely 
that  a  representation  of  this  kind  go- 
ing from  this  body  to  the  Legislature 
might  lead,  if  not  to  a  recommittal  of 
the  bill,  to  some  amendment  of  it  in  its  vari- 
ous stages.  As  I  have  already  said,  the  bill 
seems,  according  to  the  printed  reports,  to  have 
been  drafted  hastily  and  without  due  considera- 
tion, and  I  think  it  must  receive  some  correc- 
tion and  alteration  even  in  its  passage 
through  the  two  branches.  If  so,  cer- 
tainly it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the 
vote  of  this  body,  if  it  should  be  passed, 
would  have  some  weight.  I  approve  entirely, 
as  I  did  the  other  night,  of  the  principle  of  re- 
covering back  from  any  corporation  that  desires 
to  use  this  bridge  some  portion  of  the  expense, 
especially  if  Boston  has  got  to  pay  one  half  of 
it,  and  I  do  not  see  that  it  can  do  any  harm 
whatever  to  =end  up  this  resolve.  But  I  hope, 
sir,  at  all  events,  whichever  way  the  vote  is 
passed,  that  it  will  be  by  a  large  enough  ma- 
jority so  that  there  shall  he  no  doubt  as  to  what 
the  wish  and  intent  of  the  Council  was. 

Mr.  Leaby— Before  I  vote  on  this  I  desire 
some  information  from  the  gentleman  who 
offered  the  order,  and  perhaps  I  may  change  my 
mind.  Now  the  matter  presents  itself  to  me  in 
this  way:  we  will  suppose  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men grants  a  location  to  the  W^st  End  Land 
Company  to  the  Boston  end  of  the  proposed 
bridge,  who  else  are  we  going  to  have  in  Boston 
to  bid  for  the  right  to  cross  the  bridge?  There 
will  be  only  one  bid  for  the  right  to  go  across 
the  bridge.  To  my  mind  it  would  be  bet- 
ter to  have  it  this  way:  charge  any  railroad 
so  much  for  the  right  to  go  to  the  end  of 
the  bridge,  and  then  whoever  receives  the 
right  to  go  to  the  abutments  of  the  bridge 
would  have  the  right  to  go  over  the  bridge. 
But  under  the  proposed  system  of  the  gen- 
tleman one  company  might  get  the  right  to 
go  to  the  abutments  and  then  no  other  company 
wrould  bid  for  the  right  to  go  over  the  bridge. 
If  the  gentleman  will  explain  that  point  satis- 
factorily I  will  vote  with  him. 

Mr.  Wilson— Having  been  asked  for  informa- 
tion I  think  that  the  objection  can  be  answered 
in  this  way.  There  is  a  provision  in  the  general 
law  which  says,  that  any  railroad  corporation 
having  two  consecutive  miles  of  track  in  any 
town  may,  if  the  public  necessity  requires,  use 
the  tracks  of  any  other  railroad  corporation 
upon  the  payment  of  a  proper  sum  for  such  use 
of  the  tracks.  That  compensation  for  the  use  of 
the  tracks  is  a  fixed  sum,  which  by  agreement 
with  all  the  railroad  corporations,  lias  been  sub- 
mitted to,  and  it  is  just  as  fixed  as  anything  of 
that  nature  can  be.  I  do  not  know  whether 
they  charge  so  much  a  rail  or  so  much  a  passen- 
ger, or  so  much  a  car.  or  whatever  it  is ;  hut  by 
common  agreement  among  the  railroad  corpo- 
rations the  sum  charged  for  the  use  of  tracks  by 
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any  other  corporation  is  fixed.  Now  the  only 
thing  that  is  necessary  is  for  the  Legislature  to 
say  that  that  half -mile  of  track  across  the  Cam- 
bridge bridge  shall  be  considered  equivalent  to 
the  two  consecutive  miles  of  track  in  any  given 
city  or  town.  By  that  means  the  fact  that  pub- 
lic necessity  requires  the  track  will  carry  with 
it  the  right  to  use  the  track  of  any  other  corpo- 
ration. Therefore,  it  makes  no  difference 
whether  different  corporations  run  up  to  the 
two  sides  of  the  bridge  or  not.  The  mere  fact  that 
the  rails  are  laid  on  the  other  side  of  the  bridge  is 
equivalent  to  two  miles  of  track  and  gives  them 
the  right  of  exit  and  egress  to  and  from  over 
that  bridge,  and  all  they  have  to  pay  is  the  ordi- 
nary fee  paid  by  all  the  corporations  for  the  use 
of  the  tracks  of  other  corporations.  In  my 
amendment  introduced  at  the  last  meet- 
ing, if  you  will  examine  it,  it  was  es- 
pecially stated  that  they  should  have  the 
right  of  passage  over  the  lines  of  any  street  rail- 
way located  in  the  streets  of  Boston  between  the 
said  bridge  and  the  various  railroad  depots  upon 
the  usual  terms  for  the  use  of  tracks.  I  think 
that  answers  the  gentleman's  question. 

Mr.  Leary— Well,  it  does  not  hardly  strike  my 
mind  that  way,  for  this  reason :  Even  admitting 
as  the  gentleman  stated,  that  certain  roads  run 
over  certain  railroad  tracks — I  refer  to  the  last 
matter  before  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  to  the 
fact  that  the  South  Boston  runs  over  a  consider- 
able portion  of  the  Metropolitan  tracks  and  the 
Metropolitan  runs  over  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  South  Boston  tracks,  but  still  the  Metro- 
politan cannot  enter  South  Boston.  I  believe  if 
you  charge  a  railroad  to  go  over  this  new  bridge, 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  could  prevent  that  rail- 
road from  entering  upon  the  tracks  of  another 
railroad  over  the  new  bridge.  I  believe  that  the 
whole  matter  has  to  be  granted  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  and  that  no  road  can  enter  upon  the 
tracks  of  another  road  without  permission  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen.  That  was  the  subject 
of  a  hearing  a  few  weeks  ago.  I  am  not  certain 
whether  I  am  right  on  that. 

Mi-.AVilson— I  will  state  for  the  information  of 
the  gentleman  that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  has 
not  the  exclusive  control  of  that  matter,  but 
there  is  a  right  of  appeal  to  the  Railroad  Com- 
missioners. But  even  if  that  were  so,  and  if  the 
order  passed  at  the  last  meeting  were  to  be 
taken  as  a  guidepost  for  our  honored  head,  it 
said  that  the  franchise  over  that  bridge  should 
be  sold  together  with  the  right  of  access  to  the 
depots  and  central  localities  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton—so that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  should  not, 
for  any  purpose,  ulterior  or  otherwise,  prevent 
this  railroad  corporation  from  getting  to  the 
heart  of  the  city.  This  thing  is  done  for  the 
benefit  of  the  citizens  of  Boston,  and  not  for  the 
benefit  of  any  other  body;  and  if  this  right  to  go 
over  this  bridge,  together  with  the  right  of  ac- 
cess to  the  city  proper  or  to  Cambridge,  is  sold 
at  public  auction,  I  am  quite  sure  that  the  gen- 
tleman will  be  quite  surprised  at  the  amount  of 
money  that  the  city  of  Boston  will  derive  from 
that  sale.  I  can  state  positively  that  I  know 
gentlemen  who  are  ready  today  to  bid  for  this 
right  sums  quite  sufficient  to  build  the  entire 
bridge,  and  they  are  not  deterred  by  the  objec- 
tions raised  by  my  esteemed  friend  m  the  rear 
of  the  house. 

Mr.  Whall  offered  as  a  substitute  a  resolve- 
That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  City  Council  that  the 
bill  providing  for  the  building  of  the  new  bridge 
to  Cambridge  should  not  be  passed  by  the  pres- 
ent Legislature  unless  provision  be  made  therein 
for  sale  at  public  auction  of  the  franchise  for 
any  railroad  over  said  bridge  by  the  cities  of 
Boston  and  Cambridge,  on  the  respective  parts 
of  said  bridge  within  said  cities  of  Boston  and 
Cambridge. 

The  question  was  on  the  adoption  of  the  sub- 
stitute. 

Mr.  Whali- I  have  two  reasons  for  offering 
niy  substitute.  The  first  one  is  this:  that  I  be- 
lieve the  Common  Council,  acting  by  itself,  has 
no  authority  in  the  premises.  Therefore  I  wish 
that,  when  we  express  our  sense  of  the  eternal 
fitness  of  things  in  this  regard,  we  shall  have 
with  us  the  concurrent  voice  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen.  My  second  reason  is:  that  in  the 
gentleman's  resolve  there  is  an  apparent  loose- 
ness. He  does  not  say  who  is  going  to  sell  this 
franchise  over  the  bridge.  Boston  will  only  own 
so  much  of  the  bridge ;  Cambridge  will  own  so 
much  more.  Who  is  going  to  sell  it?  Are  Bos- 
ton and  Cambridge  going  to  do  it  together?    Is 


Boston  going  to  be  the  whole  hog  and  sell  the 
whole  bridge,  or  is  Cambridge  going  to  keep  up 
the  John  P.  Squire  reputation  and  sell  the  whole 
bridge?  Or  are  they  to  do  it  concurrently,  or  is 
each  to  have  a  voice  only  so  far  as  its  own  terri- 
tory on  that  bridge  extends?  That  is  the  second 
reason  why  I  propose  this  substitute.  I  fully 
agree  with  the  principle  underlying  the  gentle- 
man's original  motion,  and  I  think  the  gentle- 
man will  find  that  in  my  substitute  I  have  in- 
corporated his  main  idea,  which  was  the  sale  of 
a  public  franchise.  I  think  that  is  all  the  gen- 
tleman is  aiming  at.  But  I  do  not  believe  that 
we,  as  Common  Councilmen,  or,  as  the  gentle- 
man says,  members  of  the  Common  Council, 
should  go  to  the  Legislature,  and  tell  them 
what  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  who  have  charge 
of  the  matter,  have  seen  fit  to  neglect  to 
tell  them.  I  do  think  that  acting  toge- 
ther as  the  Common  Council  and  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  representing  the  whole  people,  we 
have  a  right  to  voice  the  sentiment  of  the  whole 
people.  I  quite  disagree  with  my  friend  from 
Ward  12  that  the  Common  Council  is  the  chief 
exponent  of  the  people.  We  are  the  popular 
branch,  but  we  must  remember  also  that" the 
Board  of  Aldermen  is  also  a  popular  branch.and 
that  they  too  represent  the  people.  The  Board 
of  Aldermen  probably  does  not  represent  the 
people  according  to  the  wishes  of  some  two- 
penny reformers.  It  probably  has  too  many 
Democrats  in  its  composition.  But  still  it  does 
represent  the  citizens  of  Boston ;  at  least  it  rep- 
resents them  in  a  way  in  which,  in  its  omnis- 
cience, a  Republican  Legislature  has  seen  fit  that 
the  people  of  Boston  shall  represent  themselves 
in  the  Board  of  Aldermen;  and  I  believe  it  is 
arrogance  on  our  part  to  step  to  the  fore  and  tell 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  what  they  ought  to  do. 
We  can  suggest  to  them  what  we  think  is  our 
sense  of  what  the  rights  of  the  citizens  of  Boston 
are,  and  I  think  it  is  only  politeness  and  fail- 
dealing  on  our  part  to  give  them  the  right  to  co- 
incide in  our  opinion.  If  this  matter  comes  back 
from  the  Board  of  Aldermen  with  some  slap  in 
the  teeth,  then  probably  I  will  agree  with  the 
gentleman. 

Mr.  Richards— I  must  entirely  disagree  with 
the  gentleman  who  has  just  spoken.  I  think 
that  this  is  certainly  the  popular  branch  of  this 
city  government,  and  if  current  opinion  can  be 
believed  the  Board  of  Aldermen  is  the  unpopu- 
lar branch.  Nevertheless  it  is  the  only  proper 
way  in  which  we  can  bring  this  matter  oefore 
the  Legislature.  This  amendmei.t  as  proposed 
simply  expresses  a  thought  which  prevails  with- 
in these  walls  and  which  is  not  intended  to  go 
beyond  these*  walls.  I  know  from  having  talked 
with  some  of  the  authorities  of  the  Cambridge 
city  government  that  they  are  heartily  in  favor 
of  this  measure,  and  if  we  should  go  before  the 
Committee  of  the  Legislature  and  express  our 
views  we  shall  be  seconded  by  the  Cambridge 
city  government.  Therefore  I  hope  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  9  will  prevail. 

Mr.  McNary— I,  for  one,  certainly  hope  the 
substitute  will  not  be  adopted.  As  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Common  Council,  I  stand  thor- 
oughly in  favor  of  the  resolution  introduced  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  and  for  the  reasons 
stated  at  that  time.  The  substitute  as  it  stands 
is  to  take  the  sense  of  the  City  Council,  which 
means  to  take  the  concurrent  action  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  the  Common  Council. 
Now.  I  for  my  part,  do  not  think  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  will  concur  in  this  matter.  They 
have  several  good  reasons  for  not  concur- 
ring as  far  as  they  are  concerned  personally  or 
as  a  body— and  for  that  reason  we  ought  not 
to  adopt  the  substitute.  I  think  it  will  only  re- 
sult in  the  loss  of  time,  and  if  we  want  to  get 
this  matter  before  the  Legislature  we  ought  to 
go  about  it  as  quickly  as  possible.  We 
ought  to  adopt  the  only  practical  means  to  get 
an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  this  body.  By 
an  almost  unanimous  vote  at  the  last  meeting, 
as  has  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
7,  we  obtained  the  sense  of  this  body  in  favor  of 
the  proposition  introduced  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  9.  I  think  we  have  a  perfect  right 
to  proceed  in  the  way  proposed.  I  think  it  is  for 
the  interests  of  the  city  of  Boston.  The  city  will 
have  to  spend  §250,000  on  that  bridge  to  Cam- 
bridge, and  if  there  is  any  practical  method  of 
obtaining  money  in  return  for  that  expenditure, 
we  ought  to  adopt  it.  It  is  for  our  interest  to  do 
so,  and  for  the  interest  of  the  taxpayers  and  of 
every   citizen.      There   is    no  gentleman   who 
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has  spoken  tonight  who  has  not  agreed 
that  the  principle  of  the  resolution  intro- 
duced by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9 
is  right  and  proper  —  not  one;  but  they 
have  simply  made  specious  objections  in  regard 
to  our  power  to  take  such  action  or  the  right 
which  we  have  to  take  such  action.  These  ob- 
jections do  not  meet  the  bill,  and  that  is  what 
we  are  discussing.  I  think  that  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  is  an  indefinite 
amendment,  and  that  we  should  take  independ- 
ent action,  irrespective  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, before  the  Legislature.  I  think  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  9  has  met  all  the  objec- 
tions against  this  measure  very  clearly  and  very 
for<  ibly.  He  has  certainly  proven  in  his  re- 
marks that  it  is  for  the  i  lterests  of  the  city  of 
Boston  that  this  suggestion  be  adopted,  if  we 
can  get  the  Legislature  to  do  it.  It  is  in  the  in- 
terests of  all  the  citizens.  Now  in  regard  to  the 
matter  of  the  sale  of  the  franchise  on  this 
bridge,  which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  has 
put  in  in  regard  to  the  cities  of  Cambridge  and 
Boston.  The  original  resolve  is  that  there  shall 
be  a  sale  at  public  auction  of  the  franchise,  etc. 
That,  to  rny  mind,  covers  the  matter,  and  there 
is  no  necessity  for  the  provision  in  regard  to  the 
cities  of  Boston  and  Cambridge.  No  parties  out- 
side of  them  can  sell  it  anyway;  at  the  same 
time  there  is  no  objection  to  such  a  provision. 
But  on  the  whole,  if  we  want  to  save  time,  if  we 
want  to  put  this  resolution  through,  if  we  agree 
with  the  sense  of  the  resolution,  and  if  we  desire 
some  way  for  the  city  of  Boston  to  get  a  return 
for  the  money  expended,  we  ougnt  to  reject  the 
substitute  and  pass  the  original  resolve,  and  I 
hope  it  will  be  passed. 

Mr.  Lauten — I  have  listened  to  the  debate  on 
this  subject  but  I  do  not  see  how  we  are  going 
to  be  the  gainers  in  this  matter.  Suppose  that 
any  railroad  company  should  go  over  tnis  bridge 
and  take  it  into  their  heads  to  charge  6  cents  in- 
stead of  5.  I  don't  know  of  anything  that  would 
compel  them  to  charge  but  5  cents  if  the  com- 
mittee of  the  Legislature  do  not  oppose  it  and 
say  that  they  shall  not  charge  more  than  the 
regular  fare— 5  cents.  Unless  this  is  done  I  don't 
see  how  the  people  are  going  to  gain  by  the  oper- 
ation; because  if  the  Cambridge  road  and  the 
Metropolitan  railroad,  and  the  South  Boston 
railroad  unite  and  consolidate,  and  are  run  by 
the  West  End  Land  Company,  all  they  have  to 
do  is  to  raise  the  price  over  the  bridge  one  cent. 
Now  if  you  put  in  that  bill  that  no  company 
shall  charge  more  than  the  regular  fare,  I  can 
see  where  there  will  be  a  gain;  otherwise  I  do 
not  see  how  there  will. 

Mr.  Burr  moved  the  previous  qtiestion.  The 
main  question  was  ordered,  and  the  question 
came  on  the  substitute  which  was  declared  lost. 
Mr.  Whall  doubted  the  vote  and  called  for  a 
verification  by  yeas  and  nays.  The  roll  call  was 
ordered  and  the  substitute  was  lost;  yeas  14, 
nays  45: 

Yeas— Cochran,  Connolly,  Dunn,  Foss,  Fowler, 
J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Hayes,  Keliher,  Leary, 
McKenna,  Nunan,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  Whall— 14. 

Nays — Atwood,  Blume,  Bowman,  Burr,  Car- 
roll, Carstensen,  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Coleman, 
Coyle,  Davern,  Dewey,  Dolan,  Duggan,  Fisher, 
Fottler,  Frost,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Kelley,  Ladd, 
Lattimore,  Lauten,  Mahoney,  McEnaney, 
McNary,  F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  Murphy,  J.  J.  Mur- 
phy, Norton,  Perkins,  Perry,  Reilly.  Sanger, 
Shaw,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Sund- 
berg,  Teevens,  Thayer,  Tuttle,  Webster,  Whit- 
more,  Wilson— 44. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Barry,  Desmond.  Hag- 
gerty,  Harrington,  Kennedy.  Light,  F.  Morison, 
W.  H.  Murphy,  O'Mealey,  C.  C.  Powers,  E.  J. 
Powers,  Richards,  Short,  Tracy— 14. 

The  resolve  was  declared  ordered  to  a  second 
reading.  Mr.  Whall  doubted  the  vote,  and 
asked  that  it  be  verified  by  a  rising  vote.  The 
Council  was  divided,  and  before  the  result  was 
announced  Mr.  Whall  withdrew  the  doubt. 

The  original  resolve  was  read  a  second  time, 
and  the  question  came  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  the  reference  of  that  order 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson  the  main  question 
was  ordered,  and  the  question  came  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  resolve. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lauten,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered, 

The  original  resolve  was  passed;  yeas  45, 
nays  2: 

Yeas— Atwood,   Blume,  Bowman,    Burr,  Car- 


roll, Carstensen,  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Cochran, 
Connolly,  Coyle,  Davern.  Dewey,  Dolan,  Duggan, 
Dunn,  Fisher,  Fottler,  Frost,  P.  J.  Gallagher, 
Gomez,  Hayes,  Kelley,  Ladd,  Lattimore,  Lauten, 
Leary,  Mahoney,  McLnanev, McKenna,  McNarv, 
F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  Murphy,  J.  J.  Murphy,  Nor- 
ton, Nunan,  Perkins,  Perry,  E.  J.  Powers, 
Richards,  Sanger,  Shaw,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  J. 
H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg.  Teevens, 
Thayer,  Tracy,  Tuttle,  Webster,  Whitmore, 
Wilson— 54. 

Nays— Fowler,  Whall— 2. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Barry,  Coleman,  Des- 
mond, Foss,  J.  Gallagher,  Haggerty,  Harrington, 
Keliher,  Kennedy.  Light,  F.  Morison,  w.  H. 
Murphy,  O'Mealey,  C.  C.  Powers,  Reilly.  Short 
—16. 

Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

OLD  FRANKLIN  SCHOOLHOUSE. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  Mr.  Connolly 
submitted  a  report  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  John  A.  Andrew  Post  15,  G.  A.  R.,  for  re- 
newal of  their  lease  of  the  rooms  occupied  by 
them  in  the  old  Franklin  School  building— Rec- 
ommending the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  author- 
ized to  execute,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the 
city,  a  lease  to  John  A.  Andrew  Post  15,  G.  A.  R., 
of  the  room  now  occupied  by  said  Post  15,  on  the 
second  floor  of  the  old  Franklin  School  building 
on  Washington  street,  for  a  term  of  five  years 
from  July  1,  1887,  at  an  annual  rental  of  $1;  the 
city  reserving  the  right  to  terminate  said  lease 
at  any  time  after  giving  three  months'  notice  to 
said  Post  15,  of  its  intention  so  to  do. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question 
came  on  giving  the  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  should  like  to  ask  that  this 
matter  be  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Council.  I  am  advised  that  the  Franklin 
schoolhouse  may  be  needed  for  other  purposes. 
I  understand  that  when  the  matter  was  consid- 
ered by  the  committee  certain  information  that 
the  departments  now  have  was  not  laid  before 
them.  Boylston  market  is  about  to  be  de- 
stroyed. We  have  in  the  hall  there  a  drill  room 
for  some  of  our  militia,  and  I  am  informed  that 
this  building  can  be  fixed  over  at  a  very  smali 
sum  of  money  so  that  it  may  be  available,  not 
only  for  the  company  of  militia  that  now  occu- 
pies Boylston  market,  but  for  other  companies, 
and  therefore  save  the  city  of  Boston  something 
like  $3000  rent  they  are  now  paying.  As  I  be- 
lieve, that  information  was  not  laid  before  the 
committee.  Perhaps  I  may  be  misinformed  on 
that  point,  still  I  think  this  Council  lias  got  the 
information  for  the  first  lime,  and  I  trust  the 
matter  may  be  specially  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting,  so  that  we  may  have  an  opportunity  to 
look  into  the  matter  before  we  take  official  ac- 
tion upon  it  toniglit. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  regret  that  I  cannot  agree 
with  the  gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat 
in  regard  to  the  advisability  of  deferring  this 
matter  even  if  this  information  should  prove  to 
be  correct.  It  seems  to  me,  sir,  that  what  he 
has  said  shows  that  the  object  which  he  has 
mentioned  is  not  one  for  which  we  wish  to  use 
this  schoolhouse.  I  remember  the  schoolhouse 
very  well.  It  is  a  very  old  building  and  not  in  a 
very  good  state  of  preservation,  and  it  will  be 
impossible  certainly  for  the  city  to  fix  it  up  for 
the  headquarters  of  any  militia  company  with- 
out a  great  deal  of  expense.  In  fact,  I  am 
informed,  sir,  that  the  inspector  of  build- 
ings has  pronounced  the  building  unsafe 
for  large  numbers  as  it  stands  today. 
Now  the  city  lias  a  large  piece  of 
property  there,  and  real  estate  in  that  neighbor- 
hood, of  course,  is  in  a  transition  stage.  We  do 
not  know  what  it  will  be  required  for  or  used  for 
within  a  very  few  years,  and  for  that  reason  it 
would  seem  to  be  absurd  for  the  city  to  spend 
any  money  in  undertaking  to  remodel  and  make 
over  this  old  building  which  only  occupies  a 
portion  of  the  land.  We  have  got  an  engine- 
house  there  and  a  good  deal  of  waste  land,  and 
it  is  very  evident  that  the  present  shape  of  the 
buildings  is  not  the  best  one  for  the  city  or  pri- 
vate owners.  For  that  very  reason  I  have 
assented  before,  and  do  now,  to  the  suggestion 
that  we  allow  it  to  be  occupied  free  of  rent  by 
the  Grand  Army  post.  It  is  just  the  class  of 
building  for  which  such  occupancy  is  right  and 
proper.  As  it  stands  today  the  building  is  of  very 
little  practical  value  to  the  city.    It  is  not  time 
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to  tear  it  down.  It  is  not  possible  to  let  it  and 
get  any  considerable  amount  of  money  out  of  it. 
And,  on  the  other  hand,  we  have  in  the  case  of 
these  Grand  Army  posts  just  exactly  the  class  of 
people  that  the  public  sentiment  of  this  city  war- 
rants us  in  granting  these  privileges.  It  is  for  that 
reason,  sir,  that  even  allowing  that  the  opinion 
of  the  gentleman  is  correct,  and  it  could  be  used 
for  the  militia  or  for  a  schoolhouse,  or  public  li- 
brary, or  any  other  public  purpose, -I  say  now  it  is 
not  the  time  to  think  about  any  such  use.  If  we 
grant  this  now  we  can  always  terminate  it  at 
the  end  of  three  months,  and  we  can  take  up 
with  any  other  project  for  utilizing  the  land; 
but  on  such  very  indefinite  information  as  we 
have  had,  and  in  view  of  the  decisive  vote 
by  which  this  City  Council  took  this  school- 
house  back  into  their  own  hands  and  declined 
to  sell  it,  I  think  the  best  thing  we  can 
do  is  to  pass  this  order  to  a  second  reading  to- 
night. We  are  getting  now,  sir,  pretty  near  the 
end  of  our  meetings  before  the  summer  vaca- 
tion, and  of  course  the  various  posts  wish  to  have 
the  matter  settled.  If  it  is  to  be  decided  in  their 
favor  we  want  to  arrange  so  that  they  can  get  in 
there  before  the  summer  season.  As  I  have 
stated,  the  information  which  the  gentleman 
gave  us  was  very  vague  indeed,  but  if  it  were 
exactly  correct  it  would  not  alter  my  idea  that 
this  ought  to  be  passed  tonight  for  the  purpose 
for  which  it  is  intended.  For  that  reason  I  move 
the  urevious  question. 

Mr.  Wilson — I  do  not  understand  that  the 
previous  question  cuts  off  debate  on  the  second 
reading  of  the  order ;  and  I  desire  to  state  to  the 
Council  that  I  believe,  and  I  am  credibly  in- 
formed in  the  matter,  that  Boylston  Hall  is  to  be 
demolished  in  July.  A  gentleman  from  Ward  7 
interrupts  me  to  say,  "not  for  a  year."  I  have 
been  informed  that  the  departments  have  been 
notified  that  Boylston  Hall  would  be  destroyed 
by  July,  and  that  the  militia  organizations  there 
will  require  outside  room.  Now  it  does  seem  to 
me  that  if  that  is  the  case  we  ought  to  pause  be- 
fore.we  give  away  this  right  to  the  Grand  Army 
post  There  is  no  person  who  h;:s  more  respect 
for  the  Grand  Army  posts,  ,*nd  for  the  charity 
that  they  do.  or  for  the  good  that  they  do,  than 
I  myself  have.  I  believe  some  ether  place  can 
be  obtained  for  the  Grand  Army  post  in  this 
case,  and  I  hope  the  Common  Council  will  pause 
and  lay  this  matter  over  for  a  week  in  order  to 
see  if  the  information  I  have  is  correct.  In  case 
we  do  not  lay  this  thing  over  and  do  not  pause 
we  are  deliberately  depriving  the  city  of  83000 
rental  which  we  have  got  to  pay  for  our  militia 
companies,  and  I  think  that  is  sufficient  ground 
to  to  ask  have  the  matter  laid  over. 

Mr.  Frost— I  hope,  sir.  that  the  report  of  the 
committee  will  be  accepted,  and  that  we  shall 
grant  this  lease  to  the  Grand  Army.  I  see  no 
reason  why,  after  they  have  occupied  it  for  five 
years,  they  should  not  continue  to  under  this 
clause,  that  it  shall  be  given  up  after  three 
months'  notification.  If  the  Boylston  Market  is 
to  be  destroyed  or  torn  down,  it  certainly  will 
not  be  in  less  than  a  year,  as  we  are  told.  That 
will  give  the  Grand  Army  post  sufficient  time 
to  look:  around  for  other  quarters,  if  it  is  neces- 
sary for  them  to  move.  But  if  not.  thevcan  stay 
there  for  the  term  of  five  years.  I  hope,  sir,  this 
order  will  pass. 

Mr.  McNary— I  must  dissent  from  the  ground 
advocated  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9.  I 
certainly  hope  the  order  will  pass;  and  even  if 
the  facts  were  as  stated,  I  shoald  vote  in  favor 
of  the  order.  I  believe  the  city  of  Boston  owes 
a  dirty  to  the  Grand  Army,  which  it  cannot  re- 
pay in  any  better  manner  than  this.  This  Grand 
Army  post  has  had  the  building  live  years.  It 
has  been  devoted  to  their  use,  and  they  have 
done  great  service  in  that  location.  As  I  under- 
stand, each  and  every  post  of  the  Grand  Army 
looks  after  its  own  sick  and  disabled  men,  and 
buries  its  dead ;  and  I  believe  that  if  they  did  not 
do  it  the  city  would  be  compelled  to  do  it ;  and  we 
save  perhaps  every  year  in  rental  the  amount 
that  we  might  have  to  pay  if  the  city  were  com- 
pelled to  do  that.  I  was  speaking  to  one  of  the 
members  of  the  Grand  Army  this  year,  who 
showed  figures,  which  I  have  forgotten,  show- 
ing that  his  post  expended  hi  taking  care 
of  their  sick  and  disabled  and  burying 
their  dead,  a  sufficient  amount  to  equal 
the  rental.  I  hope  that  they  will  get 
permission  to  remain  there  ;  and  I  think 
that  there  is  no  better  way  in  which  we  can 
to  show  our  gratitude  to  the  Grand  Army.    I 


a  better  think  if  any  necessity  arises  for  finding 
place  for  the  militia  that  the  superintendent  of 
buildings  can  provide  for  it.  and  I  trust  that  this 
privilege  will  be  allowed  to  the  Grand  Army 
post ;  and  if  it  is  desired  to  use  the  building  for 
any  other  purpose  they  can  be  given  three 
months'  notification,  which  will  be  all  that  is 
necessary. 

Mr.  Leary— I  hope  the  order  will  pass.  I  have 
been  waited  on  by  a  number  of  members  from 
that  post  during  the  year  asking  for  this  very 
matter.  We  have  been  for  some  time  in  the 
past  giving  another  post  in  the  West  End  some- 
where the  use  of  a  vacant  s  choolhouse  to  hold 
their  meetings  in.  I  think  that  is  one  of  the 
reasons  why  we  should  give  this  privilege  to  this 
post.  It  is  one  of  the  best  posts  in  the  city  of 
Boston.  It  has  expended  more  money  m  a 
charitable  way  than  any  other  post  in  the  city 
of  Boston,  and  has  perhaps  been  longer  orga- 
nized, and  I  hope  the  members  will  vote  to  give 
them  the  use  of  the  building. 

Mr.  Blume— I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as 
being  opposed  to  the  Grand  Army  posts,  but  I 
do  wish"  to  correct  the  statement  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  14  has  made — that  is,  that 
the  John  A.  Andrew  post  of  the  Grand  Army 
spends  83000  a  year  in  burying  its  dead  I  do  not 
think  that  can  be  verified  by  the  facts.  I  am 
not  ready  tonight  to  vote  that  the  city  of  Boston 
shall  give  to  any  Grand  Army  post,  however 
friendly  the  Council  may  be  to  any  Grand  Army 
post,  any  such  privilege  as  this,  which  can  be 
utilized  for  the  city's  benefit  to  the  extent  of 
$3000.  If  the  militia  that  is  to  move  out  of 
Boylston  Market  can  be  transferred  to  the 
old  Franklin  Schoolhouse,  and  save  the  city 
of  Boston  $3000  a  year,  I  am  in  favor  of  it.  Some 
gentlemen  of  the  Council  have  been  talking 
so  much  about  this  schoolhouse  business  and 
giving  up  schoolhouses,  that  I  don't  know  but 
we  shall  come  to  it  presently  that  they  will 
tarn  all  the  schoolheuses  into  Grand  Army 
posts  or  to  some  other  such  useful  purpose,  and 
go  over  to  South  Boston  and  buy  vacant  lots 
and  build  new  schoolhouses.  I  do  not  know 
why  the  city  of  Boston  should  give  up  the  in- 
come of  $60,000  for  the  purpose  of  gratifying  or 
pleasing  a  Grand  Army  post.  Far  be  it  from  me 
to  say  anything  against  that  noble  organization, 
but  I  have  another  duty  to  perform  besides 
speaking  words  of  friendship  for  Grand  Army 
posts,  and  that  is  my  duty  to  the  general  citi- 
zens of  Boston,  whose  interests  I  am  here  to 
protect.  Let  us  not  be  too  free  with  the  city's 
money.  If  we  can  transfer  the  Boylston  Hall 
militia  to  the  old  Franklin  schoolhouse  and  save 
83000,  let  us  do  it,  and  don't  let  our  feelings  run 
away  too  freely  in  behalf  of  the  Grand  Army. 

Mr.  Whall— One  might  imagine,  from  the 
his  remarks  of  the  gentleman  who  has  just  taken 
seat,  that  this  matter  was  a  matter  of  gush  and 
buncombe:  that  we  were  indulging  in  rebellion 
claptrap  and  Gettysburg  oratory.  That  is  not 
the  fact.  We  are  only  giving  to  these  gentlemen 
—a  volunteer  association  of  the  veterans  of  the 
Grand  Army — a  privilege  which  has  been  theirs 
for  the  five  years  last  past,  according  to  the 
best  of  my  information.  We  are  giving  to 
a  quasi-public  body,  a  charitable  organiza- 
tion, public  property,  and  in  that  I  think 
we  are  using  the  public  property  better  than 
if  we  battened  up  the  doors  and  put  walls 
around  the  outside  of  the  building.  The  gen- 
tleman must  not  think  that  everything  that 
conies  from  our  side  of  the  house  comes  with  a 
sinister  purpose  behind  it.  Some  of  us,  even 
though  we  are  Democrats,  do  believe  in  the  he- 
roes of  the  rebellion ;  we  do  believe  they  have 
some  rights  and  more  than  rights— that  they 
have  privileges,  and  that  we,  as  representing 
the  public  mind,  are  bound  not  only  to  acknowl- 
edge their  rights,  but  to  accord  them  privileges 
beyond  the  rights  which  their  fellow  citizens 
have.  So  much  for  the  buncombe  part ;  now  for 
the  facts.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  9  seems 
to  fear  that  Boylston  hall  will  be  demolished 
within  a  short  time,  and  that  the  city  of  Boston 
will  be  called  upon  to  provide  armory  facilities 
for  certain  militia  regiments  entrusted  to  its 
charge.  I  can  assure  the  gentleman  upon  the 
authority  of  a  member  of  his  own  party  whom  I 
do  not  see  here  tonight,  Capt.  Garstensen,  that 
there  is  not  the  slightest  probability  that  Boyl- 
ston Hall  will  be  demolished  within  the  next  12 
months.  Now  if  we  have  12  months  accorded 
to  us,  and  if  we  give  them  a  lease,  and  if  we 
have  three  months  in  which  to  give  them  notice 
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to  quit,  there  is  not  the  slightest  danger  but  that 
we  will  rind  that  these  premises  will  be  vacated 
soon  enough  to  subserve  the  interests  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  if  desired.  I  do  not  believe  that 
any  further  debate  on  this  matter  will  change 
the  sentiment  of  the  members.  I  know  that  my 
eloquent  friend  from  "Ward  9,  who  has  found  his 
tongue  lately,  is  anxious  to  debate  this  thing 
even  to  the  finest  tip  of  the  needle ;  but  it  is  a 
subject  which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  has 
discussed  hi  a  manner  which  lie  has  always  seen 
fit  to  introduce  and  which  he  always  uses  in 
trying  to  give  stabs  in  the  back  when  he  does 
not  strike  from  the  front ;  and  we  have  a  matter 
which  is  to  come  up  this  evening  which  is  of 
much  more  importance  than  this — the  much- 
vexed  question  of  a  schoolhouse  site  in  South 
Boston — and  we  cannot  spend  very  much  time 
on  this.  Therefore  I  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  trust  the  previous  question 
will  not  be  put,  because  it  will  prevent  my  mak- 
ing a  statement.  I  trust  the  previous  question 
will  not  be  put,  because  I  conceive  that  the 
Council  have  a  wrong  idea  of  my  view  in  the 
premises.  I  trust  the  previous  question  will  not 
be  put,  because  I  think  some  statements  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  7  are  inconsistent  with 
the  facts.  I  trust  the  previous  question  will  not 
be  put,  because  I  believe  the  gentleman  he  has 
referred  to,  Captain  Carstensen.  will  state  today 
that  those  facts  which  were  in  his  knowledge 
two  weeks  ago  are  now  as  they  were  then.  I 
trust  the  previous  question  will  not  be  put,  be- 
cause I  think  if  it  is  not  put  I  will  be  able  to  show 
that  Boylston  Market  will  undoubtedly  be  torn 
down  arid  demolished  in  July.  I  trust  the  previ- 
ous question  will  not  be  put,  because  when  this 
order  was  first  introduced  here  the  matter  was 
going  through  with  a  rush  without  any  explan- 
ation being  made.  I  trust  the  previous  question 
will  not  be  put,  because  it  will  prevent  my 
stating  that  I  have  every  hope  of  having  an 
opportunity  to  enlighten  the  Council  upon  some 
points  that  they  knew  not  of  before.  I  think  it 
is  very  material  that  the  Council  should  have 
the  information,  that  there  might  be  a  change 
in  the  circumstances  which  would  perhaps 
make  it  beneficial  to  the  city  not  to  lease  these 
premises  to  the  Grand  Army  post.  I  trust  the 
previous  question  will  not  be  put,  because 
I  am  in  favor  of  granting  every  privilege 
to  a  Grand  Army  post  that  can  be  granted 
consistently    with    the    public    uses     of     our 

Fnblic  buildings  in  the  city  of  Boston, 
trust  the  previous  question  will  not  be  put, 
because  it  will  prevent  my  showing  by  the 
statutes,  as  I  believe  we  can  show,  that  we  are 
not  authorized  to  dispose  of  our  public  buildings 
for  such  purposes  if  they  are  required  for  public 
vises.  I  trust  the  previous  question  will  not  be 
put,  because  I  have  not  had  the  opportunity  I 
would  like  to  examine  into  the  matter  fully. 
But  if  this  building  is  to  be  used,  or  can  be  used, 
for  any  public  purpose,  I  think  it  ought  to  be  so 
used.  And  now  I  trust  the  previous  question 
will  be  put,  because  I  have  finished ;  and  I  hope 
the  main  question  will  be  ordered. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  trust  the  previous  question 
will  not  be  put  until  I  have  had  an  opportunity 
to  say  that  this  body  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
question  of  armories.  We  will  have  nothing  to 
do  in  the  future  in  regard  to  providing  for  arm- 
ories, but  we  have  the  joint  charge  of  an  old 
schoolhouse.  I  hope  also  that  the  previous  ques- 
tion will  not  be  ordered  until  I  have  had  an  op- 
portunity to  inquire  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  7  which  member  from  Ward  12  it  was  to 
whom  he  so  pointedly  referred. 
Mr.  Whall— Mr.  President. 
The  President — Does  the  gentleman  rise  to  a 
point  of  order? 

Mr.  Whall— With  the  gentleman's  permis- 
sion- 
Mr.  Wilson— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.    Unless 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  gives  way- 
Mr.  Whall— He  has  lost  the  floor. 
The  President— Mr.  Whall  of  Ward  7. 
Mr.  Whall— I  have  only  obtained  the  floor  to 
say  that  I  did  not  refer  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
gentleman  is  not  addressing  the  house  on  the 
question  of  the  previous  question. 

The  President— The  gentleman  has  not  pro- 
ceeded far  enough  for  the  Chair  to  ascertain. 
Mr.  Whall  has  the  floor. 
Mr.  Whall— I  trust  the  previous  question  will 


not  be  put  until  I  have  had  an  opportunity  to 
explain  that  when  in  my  remarks  I  alluded  to 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  I  did  not  refer  to 
any  of  my  honored  and  honorable  colleagues  on 
the  Democratic  side  of  the  house  from  Ward  12, 
but  by  a  slip  of  the  tongue  I  mentioned  Ward  12 
when  I  had  intended  to  mention  Ward  11. 

Mr.  McNary— I  hope  the  previous  question 
will  not  be  put  until  I  have  a  chance  for  my  own 
part  to  show  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11 
lias  deliberately  misquoted  me  in  his  desire  to 
make  a  sarcastic  reference.  But  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  11  does  that  very  frequently  I 
do  not  know  that  it  is  of  very  much  moment.  X 
trust  the  previous  question  will  not  be  put  until 
I  can  say  that  I  did  not  state  that  the  cost  of 
burials  per  year  was  $3000.  Three  thousand  dol- 
lars has  no  reference  to  the  Franklin  school- 
house  but  to  Boylston  Hall,  and  that  the  Grand 
Army  post  will  not  be  compelled  to  occupy. 

Mr.  Lauten  —  I  rise  to  a  point  of  or- 
der. I  think  I  am  right  in  stating  that 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  11  stated  what 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  14  said.  If  that  is 
correct,  of  course  the  gentleman  did  not  refer  to 
the  member  from  Ward  13  in  any  way,  but  to 
myself. 

Mr.  McNary— It  is  very  frequently  that  a  mis- 
take is  made  here  m  speaking  of  the  number  of 
the  wards  which  certain  members  represent; 
but  I  certainly  understood  the  gentleman  to  re- 
fer to  the  remarks  which  I  made,  and  that  is  the 
interpretation  I  put  upon  his  statement.  Cer- 
tainly, however,  if  the  gentleman  from  Ward  14 
wants  to  take  it  on  his  shoulders  I  have  no  ob- 
jection. But  as  I  do  not  desire  to  debate  the 
question  to  any  greater  extent.  I  would  merely 
say  that  I  hope  the  previous  question  will  be 
pur,  and  I  would  add  that  from  sentiment  alone 
I  would  vote  in  favor  of  the  Grand  Army  having 
this  room  if  it  was  worth  33000  or  even  35000. 

Mr.  Ladd— Mr.  President. 

The  President— The  time  for  debate  has  ex- 
pired. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege. 

Mr.  Whall— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that 
the  only  question  before  the  house  is  on  taking 
the  vote  upon  the  main  question. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  rule  the 
point  of  order  well  taken. 

Mr.  Wilson— 1  think  it  is  always  permissible 
for  a  member,  when  he  has  made  a  misstate- 
ment, inadvertently,  to  correct  himself,  in  order 
to  place  himself  before  the  house  in  a  right  posi- 
tion, and  that  is  what  I  rise  for. 

Mr.  Whall— You  can  do  so  by  unanimous 
consent. 

The  President— By  unanimous  consent,  no 
objection  being  made,  Mr.  Wilson  will  proceed. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  said  I  believed  I  could  show  by 
the  statutes  that  if  this  building  could  be  used 
for  any  other  purpose  it  could  not  be  let  to  any 
post.  I  was  misinformed.  "Such  building 
must  be  used  for  a  schoolhouse  as  such,  and  not 
for  any  other  purpose,"  and  I  desire  to  withdraw 
that  portion  of  my  opinion  from  the  house. 

The  main  question  was  ordered.  The  ques- 
tion came  on  the  passage  of  the  order,  and  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Whall  it  was  voted  that  the  ques- 
tion be  taken  by  veas .  and  nays.  The  roll  was 
called  and  the  order  was  passed ;  yeas  57,  nays 

Yeas— Atwood,  Barry,  Bowman,  Burr,  Carsten- 
sen, Chamberlain,  Clark,  Cochran,  Coleman, 
Connolly,  Davern,  Desmond,  Dewey.  Dolan. 
Dunn,  Fisher,  Foss,  Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost,  P.  J. 
Gallagher,  Gomez,  Hayes,  Kelley.  Kennedy, 
L add,  Lattimnre,  Lauten,  Leary,  Mahoney,  Mc- 
Enaney,  McKenna.  McNary,  F.  R.  Morrison,  J. 
Murphy,  J.  3.  Murphy.  Norton,  Perkins,  Perry, 
E.  J.  Powers,  Reillv,  Richards,  Sanger,  Shaw, 
Snow.  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan. 
Sundberg,  Teevens,  Thayer,  Tracy,  Tuttle,  Web- 
ster, Whall,  Whitmore,  Wilson— 57. 

Nays— Blume— 1. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Carroll,  Coyle,  Duggan. 
J.  Gallagher,  haggerty,  Harrington,  Keliher, 
Light,  F.  Morison,  W.  H.  Murpliy,  Nunan, 
O'Mealey,  C.  C.  Powers,  Short-14.      .  ■ 

Mr.   Connolly  moved  to  reconsider;    lost. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  Mr.  Connolly 
offered  an  order— That  the  petition  of  Post  7, 
G.  A.  R.,  to  be  allowed  the  use  of  rooms  in  the 
Franklin  school  building,  referred  to  this  City 
Council  as  unfinished  business  of  last  year,  be 
taken  from  the  files  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings. 
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Passed.  Mr.  Connolly  moved  to  reconsider; 
lost.    Sent  up. 

SOUTH  BOSTON    SCHOOLHOUSE. 

Mr.  Leary  called  up  No.  13  on  the  calendar, 
being  the  assignment  tor  8  P.M.,  viz. :  Motion  to 
reconsider  the  vote  whereby  the  Council  re- 
jected the  order  for  the  purchase  of  a  parcel  of 
land  on  the  easterly  sidie  of  H  street,  between 
Fifth  and  Sixth  streets  (37,500  square  feet),  at  80 
cents  a  square  foot,  as  a  site  for  a  grammar 
schoolhouse  hi  South  Boston. 
The  clerk  began  to  read  the  following: 

April  21,  1SS7. 
President  Barry  and  Members  of  the  Common 
Council. 

Gentlemen,— I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention 
to  the  fact  that  the  city  of  Boston,  through  both 
branches  of  the  city  government,  committee, 
etc..  can  obtain  the  best  location  for  a  school- 
house  in  South  Boston  near  the  corner  of  G  and 
East  Fifth  streets ;  south  frontage  of  130  feet,  and 
150  feet  deep,  making  19.500  feet ;  sewer  laid 
through  the  lot  for  the  purpose  of  improving, 
graded  sidewalk,  laid  on  the  height  of  land, 
natural  drainage,  quiet,  nice  neighborhood  :  the 
same  has  three  houses  of  fair  quality,  and  the 
whole  wouldn't  be  apprised  fov  more  than  $25.- 
000,  and  just  the  spot  desired  obtained  there  is 
but  13,500  of  the  19,500  offered  for  sale,  but  all 
who  know  the  property  know  it  to  be  the  best 
offered,  and  nearer  the  point  asked  by  School 
Committee.  I  only  ask  an  inspection  and  inves- 
tigation by  a  new  committee  from  both  branches 
of  the  city  government. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  D.  Miles, 
40  Water  street.  R.  39. 
•Jos.  O'Kane,  clerk  of  the  Common  Council. 
Before  the  reading  of  the  letter  was  comple- 
ted, Mr.  Whitmore   said :  I  rise   to   a   point  of 
order.    I  would  inquire  if  the  letter   being  read 
now  is  a  communication  from  any  official? 

The  President— No,  sir,  it  is  a  communica- 
tion from  an  outside  party--a  communication  to 
the  Common  Council  from  Mr.  C.  D.  Miles. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Then  I  don't  see  how  that 
can  be  in  order  at  the  present  time  or  ought  to 
be  thrust  into  tiie  proceedings.  If  a  cornmuni- 
cation,  it  ought  to  come  in  in  the  form  of  a  peti- 
tion or  other  communication  presented  to  this 
body,  or  else  it  should  be  brought  hi  in  course  of 
debate  by  some  member  having  it.  I  heard 
very  little  of  what  it  was,  but  it  seemed  to  me 
that  that  was  not  the  right  place  for  any  out- 
sider to  hring  his  letters  into  the  proceedings  of 
the  Council. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  rule  the  letter 
out  of  order.  Shall  the  vote  rejecting  the  order 
be  reconsidered? 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  desire  to  be  heard  very 
briefly  in  regard  to  the  question  of  reconsidera- 
tion. It  seems,  from  remarks  made  to  me  by 
some  of  the  members  of  the  Council  that  there 
has  been  some  misapprehension  of  rulings  by 
the  Chair,  and  especially  of  the  argument  wrhicii 
I  have  made  on  the  floor  of  the  house  in  support 
of  such  rulings,  and  I  desire,  sir,  very  briefly  to 
state  where  the  proceedings  of  the  Council  in 
past  years  I  think  will  exactly  bear  out  the  po- 
sition the  Chair  has  taken  on  two  different  even- 
ings. In  the  first  place,  Mr.  President,  you  ruled 
in  the  Delea  case  that  if  a  measure  had  been 
passed  over  the  mayor's  veto  no  reconsideration 
was  necessary.  The  last  evening  the  case  was 
reversed  and  the  order  was  not  passed,  and  you 
ruled  that  a  reconsideration  of  that  action  of 
the  Council  was  legal  and  proper  under  our 
rules.  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Coun- 
cil to  the  very  evident  fact  which  was  stated  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  I  believe  in  jest, 
namely,  that  it  seemed  to  make  a  great  deal  of 
difference  as  to  which  way  the  vote  went.  I  be- 
lieve that  to  be  the  exact  basis  for  parliamentary 
ruling  in  the  matter.  When  a  vote  has  been 
passed  usually  it  is  subject  to  reconsideration.  I 
might  go  very  broadly  into  the  matter,  but  I 
will  merely  refer  here  to  the  opinion  of  Judge 
Devens,  given  in  the  case  of  William  A.  Green, 
and  printed  in  city  document  No.  170  of  1881.  In 
that  opinion,  sir.  the  judge  in  considering 
this  very  matter  of  a  reconsideration  stated  that 
the  matter  of  reconsideration  was  one  which 
belonged  to  every  body  like  the  Common 
Council.  I  won't  take  the  time  to  read  it,  but  I 
will  state  that  the  opinion  covers  that  ground  in 
the  broadest  manner— going  much  farther,  Mi. 
President,  than  any  of  your  predecessors  have 


ever  gone  in  complying  with  the  rule.  If  the 
gentlemen  will  bear  with  me,  in  a  moment  I  will 
refer  to  the  fact  in  1872,  in  the  case  of  James  M. 
Keith,  nominated  by  the  mayor  as  a  member  of 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Board  of  Health.  At 
that  time  every  question  arose  that  could  arise, 
The  gentleman  was  nominated  and  rejected  two 
to  one;  a  reconsideration  was  moved  and  re- 
fused, and  a  week  afterwards  the  mayor  sent  in 
the  same  name  again.  Then  the  Council  sent  to 
Mr.  Healy,  the  city  solicitor,  and  asked  if  that 
could  he  done,  and  the  city  solicitor  sent  back 
word  that  the  mayor  had  a  right  to  renominate 
as  often  as  he  chose  a  man  who  had  been  rejected, 
This  same  Mr.  Keith  was  a  second  time  nomi- 
nated, and  was  rejected,  and  then  a  motion 
was  made  at  the  next  meeting  to  recon- 
sider, and  he  was  finally  confirmed  on  the 
part  of  the  Council.  For  a  longtime  the  idea 
was  prevalent  in  the  Council  that  a  man 
who  had  once  been  nominated  and  con- 
firmed could  not  be  reconsidered  out  of 
office,  but  if  he  failed  of  confirmation  it 
might  be  reconsidered  and  he  might  be  con- 
firmed on  the  second  trial.  It  is  because  I  have 
those  matters  so  thoroughly  in  mind  that  I  said, 
perhaps  with  not  so  much  fullness  as  I  ought  to 
have  done,  that  it  makes  all  the  difference  in 
the  world  if  reconsideration  is  tried  in  the  case 
of  passing  a  vote  over  the  mayor's  veto,  or  in 
the  case  where  you  have  failed  to  pass  it  the 
first  time.  Upon  to  1884,  when  this  decision  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  or  one  of  its  justices,  was 
made,  it  had  always  been  supposed  that  when  a 
man  was  nominated  and  confirmed  he  could  not 
be  turned  out  simply  by  the  process  of  recon- 
sideration, but  must  be  turned  out  in  a  different 
manner.  But.  sir,  in  1884  the  case  was  brought 
about  in  the  broadest  way.  Mr.  Green  was  nom- 
inated and  confirmed  as  Fire  Commissioner. 
There  was  not  the  faintest  pretence  but  that  he 
was  elected,  and  yet  the  motion  was  made  to 
annul  that  vote  and  declare  him  not  elected, 
and  proceed  again  to  the  question  of  confirma- 
tion. It  was  exactly  that  question,  put  in  the 
broadest  possible  form,  that  His  Honor  Judge 
Devens,  said  was  good  law,  and  that  Mr.  Green 
was  legislated  out  of  office.  Now,  sir,  I  have 
merely  to  say  that  on  the  best  authority  I  can 
find  and  the  most  recent  authority,  it  seems  to 
me  pretty  well  settled  that  the  right  to  recon- 
sider is  inherent  in  every  legislative  body,  cer- 
tainly during  continuous  action  by  one  body  at 
one  session,  and  if  it  be  so  of  course  it  can  be 
continued  by  postponement  to  the  next  session 
or  anv  following  session.  Nobody  will  dispute 
that.  The  only  case  which  seems  different  was 
the  case  in  which  you  ruled,  and  ruled  very 
properly,  it  seemed  to  me — the  Delea  case. 
There  you  decided  that  it  was  unnecessary  to 
even  make  a  motion  to  reconsider  after  action 
had  been  taken  reversing  the  mayor's  veto,  and, 
sir,  for  that  the  best  and  simplest  reason  is  this : 
that  seems  to  be  the  only  case  provided  for  in 
any  of  our  laws  and  statutes,  and  that  is  pro- 
vided for  in  Section  47  of  the  city  charter,  which 
says  particularly  that  after  a  matter  has  been 
vetoed,  and  the  mayor  returns  it  to  the  branch 
where  it  originated,  if  two  thirds  of  the  mem- 
bers pass  it  over  his  veto  it  then  goes  to  the 
other  branch,  who  shall  immediately  reconsider 
it— or  consider  it  again— and  if  approved  by  two 
thirds  of  the  members  present  it  shall  be  in 
force.  It  is  on  that  peculiar  expression  that  I 
vest  the  opinion  1  have  held  before  in  regard  to 
it,  that  nothing  can  be  done.  It  doesn't  require 
the  signature  of  the  mayor  a  second  time,  or 
anything  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  Lattijiore— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that 
under  Rule  37  debate  on  a  motion  to  reconsider 
shall  be  limited  to  30  minutes,  and  no  member 
shall  speak  more  than  five  minutes.  The  gen- 
tleman has  been  speaking  eight  minutes. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  am  glad  that  the  gentleman 
has  listened  for  eight  minutes  and  hope  that  he 
is  competent  to  understand  the  subject. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— Mr.  President. 

The  President— The  gentleman  will  please 
state  his  motion. 

Mr.  Lattemore— I  raised  the  point  of  order 
under  rule  37,  and  I  am  awaiting  the  ruling  of 
the  Chair. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  trust  that  the  information 
the  gentleman  from  AVard  12  has  been  giving  us 
and  would  still  be  giving  us  but  for  the  inter- 
ruption of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  will  be 
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allowed  to  continue,  and  that  the  Council  will 
extend  the  time  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12.  I  trust  that  the  explanation  will  go  on,  and 
that  when  cases  of  a  like  nature  arise  again  in 
the  Council  we  will  have  the  means  of  refer- 
ence to  a  certain  matter  which  will  direct  us  in 
all  our  proceedings.  The  gentleman  has  evi- 
dently made  a  study  of  the  question  and  I  think 
that  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  more  time  should  be 
given  to  the  gentleman  to  explain  this  matter 
tonight.  I  move  that  the  gentleman's  time  be 
extended  10  minutes. 

It  was  voted  unanimously  that  the  gentle- 
man's time  for  debate  be  extended  10  minutes. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  am  much  obliged  to  the 
Council,  but  having  been  thrown  off  the  line  of 
ideas  I  had  in  my  mind  by  the  interruption,  I 
think,  sir,  I  should  prefer  to  give  five  minutes  to 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  or  Ward  11,  which- 
ever it  is.  I  should  like  to  hear  his  views  on 
parliamentary  laws  generally. 

The  President— Mr.  Lattimore  of  Ward  9. 

Mr.  Richards— I  was  one  of  those  who  raised 
a  point  of  order  the  last  time,  but  I  have  listened 
with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12,  because  I  think  the  matter  is  one 
of  great  importance,  and  I  trust,  for  the  sake  of 
the  Council  as  a  body,  the  gentleman  will  pro- 
ceed to  explain. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  had  supposed  that  this  discussion 
had  taken  place  a  week  ago,  and  that  the  dis- 
cussion, unless  there  was  some  motioi'  pending 
before  the  Council  which  would  properly  bring 
it  before  us,  was  en  tied,  and  that  it  would  not 
receive  further  discussion.  It  seems  to  me  like 
going  over  with  cold  victuals.  Certainly,  if  it 
be  a  sensible  view  that  when  a  vote  passes  in 
the  affirmative  reconsideration  shall  prevail,  it 
should  equally  be  in  order  when  the  vote  goes 
in  the.  negative,  and  I  think  for  any  line  to  be 
drawn  right  there  between  the  affirmative  and 
the  negative  proposition,  and  say  that  in  one 
case  there  shall  be  an  opportunity  to  reconsider 
it  and  in  the  other  case  there  shaii  be  no  oppor- 
tunity to  reconside  it,  is  not  a  common-sense 
view  of  the  matter,  however  it  may  be  as  to  its 
being  a  parliamentary  view.  I  believe  parlia- 
mentary law  is  founded  on  common  sense,  and 
therefore  I  believe  that  any  such  view  as  that 
leads  to  an  absurdity,  and  I  don't  believe  it 
ought  to  prevail  in  this  legislative  body  or  any 
other  legislative  body.  But  that  is  aside  en- 
tirely ;  I  felt  inclined  myself  to  rise  to  a  point  of 
order,  but  I  gave  way  to  the  seniority  of  the 
member  from  Ward  12.  I  hope  that  the  discus- 
sion will  proceed  to  the  matter  before  the 
Council. 

Mr.  Fowler— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  My 
point  of  order  is  that  this  matter,  having  been 
once  reconsidered  by  the  action  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Council,  and  two  thirds  not  hav- 
ing voted  to  sustain  the  veto  of  the  mayor,  that 
has  ended  it,  and  the  matter  is  not  now  properly 
before  the  Council. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  raised  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  23  at  this  time  is  not 
in  order.  The  same  point  was  raised  at  the  pre- 
ceding meeting,  an  appeal  was  taken  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair,  and  the  Chair  was  sus- 
tained. Once  having  ruled  on  the  question  it 
would  be  out  of  place  to  rule  again.  The  Chair 
would  now  rule  that  the  point  of  order  raised  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  23  is  not  well  taken. 

Mr.  Fowler— 1  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair,  Mr.  President. 

Mr.  Whall— The  appeal  not  having  been 
seconded,  I  suppose  I  am  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  Burr— Mr.  President. 

Mr.  Whall— Too  late. 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

The  President— The  question  is,  shall  the 
vote  rejecting  the  order  be  reconsidered.  Shall 
the  orderbe  passed  notwithstanding  the  mayor's 
objection? 

Mr.  Wilson— I  rise  for  information.  If  that  is 
the  question  before  the  Council  I  would  request 
the  gentleman  to  withdraw  his  motion  for  the 
previous  question,  because  that  was  the  trouble 
at  the  last  meeting,  that  that  would  shut  off  de- 
Date.  It  seems  to  met  he  question  to  be  first 
taken  is,  shall  we  reconsider  the  vote  of  the  last 
meeting? 

The  President— That  is  right. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  the  last 
meeting  was  declared  carried.  Mr.  Ladd 
doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  a  verification 
by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  think  on  that  question  we  have 


a  few  minutes  for  debate.  I  want  to  state  to  the 
Council  a  reason  why  we  should  reconsider  this 
matter.  If  we  reconsider  this  matter  at  the 
present  time  it  does  not  pass  the  order  over  the 
mayor's  veto;  it  simply  gives  those  gentlemen 
an  opportunity  for  explanation  that  they  did 
not  have  the  last  time.  I  hope  that  the  mem- 
bers in  their  discretion  shall  see  fit  to  open  the 
matter  and  give  us  further  debate  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

The  President— The  question  is,  Shall  the 
Council  reconsider?  and  on  that  Mr.  Ladd  asks 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Leary— I  hope  the  motion  to  reconsider 
will  prevail,  and  if  the  Council  is  bound  to  de- 
feat this  measure,  and  also  the  proposed  school 
in  South  Boston,  let  them  do  it  in  manly  fash- 
ion. That  is  all  I  have  to  say.  Let  the  matter 
be  discussed,  and  vote  it  down  if  the  measure  is 
not  a  proper  one.  But  don't  choke  it  off  in  any 
such  manner  as  this. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  understand  that  if  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  prevails,  the  question  will 
then  be  open  for  discussion? 

The  President— The  question  will  then  come 
on  passage,  the  objection  of  the  mayor  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

Mr.  Whitmore— There  seems  to  be  some  mis- 
understanding. The  question  is,  simply,— Shall 
"we  reconsider  the  action  of  the  other  night? 

The  President— Exactly. 

Mr.  Whitmore— And  then  the  question  will 
come  on  passage  again,  and  it  will  then  be  open 
to  anybody  for  discussion,  and  it  is  so  under- 
stood. 

Mr.  Ladd's  motion  that  the  vote  on  reconsid- 
eration be  verified  by  yeas  and  nays  was  carried, 
and  the  reconsideration  prevailed,  yeas  53, 
nays  11. 

Yeas— Atwood,  Barry,  Bowman,  Carroll,  Cars- 
tensen.  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Cochran,  Coleman, 
Connolly,  Davern,  Desmond.Dewey.Dolan,  Dug- 
gan,  Dunn,  Fisher,  Foss,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gal- 
lagher, Gomez.  Harrington,  Hayes,  Kelley,  Ken- 
nedy, Lattimore,  Lauten,  Leary,  Mahoney,  Mc- 
Enaney,  McKenna,  McNary.J.  J.  Murphy,  W. 
H.  Murphy,  Norton,  Nunan,  Perry,  E.  J.  Powers, 
Reilly,  Richards,  Sanger,  Shaw,  Snow,  J.  H. 
Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan.  Stuidberg,  Teevens.  Tracy, 
Tuttle,  Webster,  Whall,  Whitmore,  Wilson— 53 

Nays— Blume,  Burr,  Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost, 
Ladd,  F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  Murphy,  Perkins,  E. 
Sullivan,  Thayer — 11. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Coyle,  Haggerty,  Kel- 
iher,  Light,  F.  Morrison,  O'Mealey,  C.  C  Powers, 
Short— 8. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order, 
the  mayor's  objection  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

Mr.  Whitmore— In  order  to  prevent  any  mis- 
understanding I  desire  to  make  a  motion  which 
is  often  made  in  other  votes,  and  that  is,  that 
debate  be  closed  at  quarter-past  JO.  unless  sooner 
reached.  That  will  give  a  full  half  hour,  and 
will  remove  the  idea  that  anyone  intends  to 
spring  the  previous  question  on  the  Council.  I 
make  the  motion  that  debate  close  at  quarter- 
past  10,  unless  sooner  reached, 

Mr.  Blume — I  have  no  objections  to  voting  on 
the  question  at  10  o'clock  provided  that  if  there 
is  any  talk  about  it  on  the  one  side,  the  other 
side  may  be  also  heard  if  it  is  quarter-past  10  or 
more.  With  that  understanding  I  shall  be  glad 
to  vote  for  the  motion,  but  if  one  side  in  favor  of 
the  schoolhouse  is  going  to  do  all  the  talking 
until  quarter-past  10  and  then  shut  off  the  other 
side,  I  am  decidedly  opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  Leary— I  hope  that  motion  will  prevail, 
and  when  we  arrive  at  quarter  past  10,  if  there 
are  other  members  who  desire  to  speak,  we  can 
renew  the  time  to  a  longer  period.  I  do  not 
believe  there  was  a  desire  on  the  part  of  any- 
body to  shut  off  debale  at  the  last  meeting. 
There  was  a  motion  made  to  refer  the  matter 
to  the  Committee  on  Claims,  and  in  the  judg- 
ment of  certain  individuals  it  wasn't  thought 
that  the  motion  was  a  good  one,  and  the  action 
which  they  took  on  that  question  gave  the  im- 
pression that  it  was  attempted  to  cut  off  debate. 
I  did  not  make  the  motion  myself.  Now  at 
quarter  past  10,  if  the  matter  has  not  been  fully 
discussed,  I  myself  will  move  to  continue 
debate.  I  want  full  discussion  on  this  matter, 
and  discussion  on  its  merits. 

Mr.  Blume— I  suggest  to  the  gentleman,  as 
there  seems  to  be  no  other  way  of  arriving  at  it, 
that  debate  close  at  quarter  before  11  unless 
sooner  reached. 
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Mr.  Whitmoke— I  accept  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  desire  to  offer  as  an  amendment 
that  the  debate  be  equally  divided  between 
the  two  sides  of  the  question. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  don't  see  how  you  can 
reach  that  very  well  except  through  the  activi- 
ty of  the  gentleman  rising  and  the  fair  play  of 
the  president.  I  think  that  what  little  has 
been  said  shows  the  intent  of  the  Council  to 
have  a  perfectly  fair  discussion.  I  have  no 
doubt  of  it  now. 

The  amendment  that  debate  close  at  quarter 
before  11  was  declared  adopted. 

Mr.  Whall  doubted  the  vote,  and  asked  for  a 
rising  vote-  The  Council  was  divided,  but  be- 
fore the  result  was  announced,  Mr.  Whall  with- 
drew the  doubt,  and  the  question  came  on  the 
passage  of  the  order,  the  mayor's  objection  to 
the  contrary,  notwithstanding. 

Mr.  Tuttle— I  hope  this  order  will  be  passed. 
There  is  no  question  as  to  desirability  of  this 
lot,  situated  as  it  is  in  in  the  heart  of  Ward  13, 
bounded  on  three  streets,  with  a  southerly  ex- 
posure ;  and  it  is  in  a  situation  so  that  it  cannot 
be  shut  in.  The  land  in  that  portion  of  South 
Boston  is  especially  adapted  for  a  schoolhouse 
lot.  The  question  that  has  been  raised  about 
this  land,  it  seems  to  me,  comes  only  on  the  dis- 
crepancy as  between  the  assessed  valuation  and 
the  asking-price  of  the  owners  of  this  land.  It 
was  stated  at  the  last  meeting  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  11  that  in  this  80  cents  per  foot  that  is 
asked  for  the  land  the  clearing  of  the  ground  was 
not  included.  To  make  assurance  doubly  sure 
I  called  upon  the  agent  for  that  land  today  and 
asked  him  with  reference  to  that,  and  he  said 
the  agreement  was,  and  the  agreement  is  now, 
that  that  land  shall  be  cleared  at  80  centsafoot; 
so  that  if  the  city  receives  it,  it  receives  the  land 
free  and  clear  from  the  earth, and  in  a  position  for 
building  purposes.  The  assessed  valuation  is 
not  a  criterion  to  judge  in  regard  to  the  value  of 
this  land.  As  I  understand,  the  same  valuation 
has  been  put  upon  it  for  the  past  15  or  20  years, 
and  there  has  been  hardly  any  change,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  the  land  all  about  in  that 
neighborhood  has  been  built  upon  very  rapidly 
so  that  there  are  scarcely  any  vacant  lots  and 
hardly  any  desirable  lots  of  land  left  for  a 
schoolhouse  site.  I  understand  that  the  Baker 
lot,  in  regard  to  which  some  question  has  been 
recently  raised,  which  can  be  obtained  for  50 
cents  a  foot,  has  upon  it  a  hill  50  to  60  feet  high, 
and  it  would  require  the  difference  between  50 
cents  and  $1  to  clear  that  off,  so  that  the  lot 
would  cost  $1  a  foot.  I  do  not  consider  the  price 
for  that  proposed  lot  large,  inasmuch  as  the  city 
buys  this  for  a  permanent  investment,  and 
of  course  the  land  will  rise  in  value,  and  conse- 
quently will  be  of  more  value  to  the  city  in  the 
future.  A  word  in  relation  to  the  Scott  lot, 
which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11  championed. 
I  have  looked  at  that  lot.  It  is  a  veritable 
swamp-hole.  It  is  about  15  or  20  feet  below  the 
grade  of  the  street;  there  is  a  large  brewery 
opposite  one  part  of  it;  it  is  very  low  land,  and 
there  is  scattered  over  it  a  lot  of  refuse  and  gar- 
bage, tin  cans,  etc.,  and  it  will  not  be  a  very  de- 
sirable lot  for  a  schoolhouse.  The  School  Com- 
mittee never  would  sanction  the  lot  if  we  should 
vote  to  recommend  its  purchase.  The  gentle- 
man says  that  50  cents  is  offered  as  the  price  per 
foot  for  that  land.  If  50  cents  a  foot  is  offered 
for  that  land,  82  a  foot  for  the  land  under  con- 
sideration is  very  cheap ;  and  I  think  if  any  gen- 
tleman of  the  Council  happened  to  go  over  there 
and  see  those  lots  for  himself  he  would  come  to 
the  same  conclusion.  They  are  very  anxious  to 
get  a  schoolhouse  in  that  quarter.  It  is  needed 
very  much.  This  lot  has  been  recommended  by 
the  School  Committee  very  highly ;  it  has  been 
recommended  by  the  committee  of  the  govern- 
ment and  recommended  by  Alderman  Haynes, 
who  has  given  it  his  unqualified  approval.  I 
trust  that  the  order  will  pass. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  have  examined  these  two  lots, 
having  gone  there  yesterday  for  that  special 
purpose.  I  deny  absolutely  and  completely  the 
statements  made  by  the  gentleman  who  last 
spoke  as  to  the  Scott  lot.  It  is  not  15  feet  below 
the  level  of  the  street.  We  can  obtain  plenty  of 
land  there  for  the  purpose  of  building  the  school- 
house  that  is  practically  on  a  grade  with  the 
street— at  any  rate  not  more  than  two  or  three 
feet  below  the  grade  of  the  street.  It  is  perfectly 
dry.  I  have  heard  the  statements  made  here 
that  it  will  be  necessary  to  drive  piles  on  the 
Scott  lot  in  order  to  build  the  schoolhouse  there. 


I  deny  that  assertion  point  blank.  It  is  more 
likely  to  be  necessary  to  drive  piles  on  the  Reed 
lot  than  it  is  upon  the  Scott  lot.  I  have  known 
piles  to  be  necessary  on  such  a  lot  as  is 
being  built  upon  now  in  Pemberton  square — 
land  that  stands  very  high  on  a  level.  Why 
was  it  necessary  to  drive  piles  there?  Merely 
because  there  was  a  pocket  of  sand  there  and 
there  may  he  a  pocket  of  sand  anywhere;  we 
cannot  tell  in  advance  whether  there  is  or  not. 
We  may  find  such  pockets  anywhere.  Pember- 
ton Square  has  been  cut  down  from  a  very  high 
hill  as  it  was  formerly,  and  this  hill  where  the 
Reed  lot  is  has  also  been  cut  down  from  a  very 
high  grade  in  the  past,  and  it  may  be  that  piles 
would  be  necessary  there.    I  say  that  driving 

§iles  is  not  likely  to  be  as  necessary  upon  the 
cott  lot  as  upon  tne  Reed  lot,  The  west  end  of 
the  Scott  lot  is,  in  my  judgment,  an  admirable 
location  for  a  schoolhouse  in  South  Boston.  Do 
gentlemen  expect  that  they  are  called  upon  in 
providing  schoolhouses  for  the  city  of  Boston  to 
go  into  the  very  highest  market  value  for  land, 
and  take  the  land  that  costs  the  highest  price? 
I  say  no;  let  us  be  reasonable  as  to  those 
things.  We  know  very  well  that  we  provide 
in  most  cases  better  schoolhouse  locations 
and  better  schoolhouses  for  the  children 
of  Boston  than  the  surroundings  that  they  have 
in  their  own  homes.  And  when  we  do  that  we 
have  done  our  full  duty.  Now  I  say  it  is  not  in- 
cumbent upon  us  to  go  and  select  the  highest 
priced  land  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  gram- 
mar schoolhouse.  Now  the  Scott  lot  is  located 
upon  the  sunny  slope  of  that  hill.  It  extends 
from  Seventh  to  Eighth  street.  It  is  within  a 
single  block  of  the  Reed  lot.  It  cannot  bo 
claimed,  therefore,  that  its  location  is  against 
it;  it  is  only  one  single  block  removed.  Now 
then  it  overlooks  Dorchester  Bay— a  most  splen- 
did view  you  have  from  that  lot  of  the  whole  of 
Boston  lower  harbor  and  Dorchester  Bay,  one  of 
the  finest  views  you  could  get  anywhere  and 
in  my  judgment,  for  the  location  of  a  school- 
house  it  is  equal  to  the  Reed  lot.  More  than 
that,  the  Reed  lot  in  itself  is  not  worth  a  single 
cent  over  50  cents  per  foot.  That  would  be  a 
high  price  for  that  lot  of  land.  I  was  told  Dy  a 
party  who  bought  the  land  and  built  a  house 
directly  on  the  opposite  side  oi  the  street, 
diagonally  across  from  this  comer,  that  only  a 
short  time  ago  he  paid  but  32  cents  a  foot 
for  that  land— better  land  than  this.  It  is  cer- 
tainly equally  good  land  when  the  gravel  is  en- 
tirely removed  from  this.  There  has  been  some 
question  as  to  whether  the  city  or  the  interme- 
diate men  shall  remove  that  gravel.  And  that 
brings  me  to  a  point  I  want  to  emphasize. 
I  hope  I  shall  live  to  see  the  day  when  the  city 
of  Boston,  desiring  to  buy  land  or  real  estate  of 
any  kind,  for  any  of  its  purposes,  will  have  it 
distinctly  understood  by  the  owners  of  land  and 
by  the  owners  of  real  estate,  that  they  are  to 
come  forward  man  fashion  and  say  to  the  city 
of  Boston,  "I  have  such  and  such  property;  you 
can  have  it  for  such  and  such  a  price."  and  not 
feel  that  that  they  are  called  upon  to  execute  a 
bond  to  A,  B,  or  C,  for  a  certain  price  for  that 
property,  and  then  that  A,  B,  or  C  is  going  to 
mark  that  property  up  from  50  to  80  cents  a  foot, 
or  any  other  advanced  price.  I  say  that  that 
fact  appearing  in  that  transaction  is  enough,  in 
my  judgment,  to  kill  it  beyond  any  hope  of  re- 
surrection. We  are  not  safe  until  we  have 
reached  that  point.  I  say,  let  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton deal  directly  with  the  owners  of  property 
especially  when  they  are  trading  to  the  extent 
of  830,000  or  $40,000.  They  have  a  right  to  go  to 
the  first  owners  in  that  transaction.  It  makes 
me  as  a  member  of  this  body  blush  for  shame 
to  think  that  it  can  be  said  that  when  the  city 
of  Boston  wants  to  buy  any  property  it  is  neces- 
sary that  some  intermediate  party  shall  come  in 
who  shall  place  upon  that  property  a  fictitious 
valuation,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  ex- 
penses of  executing  a  sale.  I  say  there  should 
not  be  a  dollar's  worth  of  expense  in  such  a 
transaction  as  that.  Let  the  city  of  Boston  deal 
as  other  people  deal,  directly  with  the  owners, 
and  we  shall  not  have  it  said  that  the  city  of 
Boston  pays  double  price  for  everything  it  buys. 
Now,  in  my  judgment,  Mr.  Scott  has  pursued 
the  right  course  In  this  transaction.  He 
has  come  forward  like  a  man,  as  soon 
as  he  found  out  that  this  question 
was  being  agitated,  and  he  knew  he 
had  a  piece  of  property  which  was  desirable  for 
this  purpose,  and  said:    "The  city  of  Boston  can 
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have  my  property  tor  such  a  price;"  and  while 
iu  my  judgment  even  that  is  rather  a  high  price 
for  that  land,  it  is  infinitely  better  than  paying 
80  cents  for  the  Reed  lot.  I  want  to  encourage  a 
man  in  taking  such  a  course,  and  I  want  to  dis- 
courage a  man  who  comes  in  and  bonds  a  piece 
of  land  in  this  manner,  which  it  is  proposed  to 
sell  to  the  city  of  Boston.  This  same  question 
has  arisen  in  other  transactions.  It  is  constant- 
ly Cuming  up,  and  it  has  become  notorious  that 
when  anybody  has  got  anything  to  sell  to  the 
city  of  Boston  it  becomes  necessary  to  bond  it, 
or  bring-  in  some  intermediate  party  in  order  to 
get  a  sale.  Let  us  crush  that  thing  once  and 
forever.  I  say  we  shall  have  no  better  oppor- 
tunity for  doing  it  than  to  do  it  in  this  in- 
stance. In  my  previous  action  in  regard  to 
this  matter,  when  it  came  before  the  Council 
I  was  influenced  largely  by  the  perfect  confi- 
dence that  I  had,  and  that  I  know  others  had, 
in  an  alderman  who  had  taken  a  deep  interest 
in  this  matter.  I  have  not  had  my  confidence 
in  that  alderman's  honesty  and  integrity  shaken 
one  iota,  but  I  believe  he  himself  was  deceived. 
The  developments  point,  in  my  mind,  to  the 
conviction  that  he  was  completely  hoodwinked 
in  this  whole  transaction,  and  he  was  made  to 
believe  that  another  lot  was  contemplated  at  a 
much  higher  price,  when  the  parties  really  had 
in  mind  to  purchase  this  Reed  lot,  and  they 
brought  it  aoout  by  inducing  Aid.  Haynes  to 
come  into  it  and  favor  it,  because  they  knew  if 
he  favored  it- 
Mr.  Leary— Mr.  President. 

The  President— Does  the  gentleman  rise  to 
a  point  of  order? 

Mr.  Leary— No,  I  do  not :  but  I  would  like  to 
ask  before  this  thing  goes  too  far— 

The  President— Does  the  gentleman  yield  for 
a  question? 

Mr.  Ladd— Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Leary— I  simply  want  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man if  in  his  remark  just  now  he  has  reference 
to  the  rest  of  the  committee  on  schools  and 
schoolhouses,  in  saying  that  they  pretended  they 
were  going  to  take  another  iot  that  they  were 
not  going  to  take  at  all,  in  order  to  deceive  Al- 
derman Haynes  into  rushing  around  to  get  this? 
That  is  a  fair  question  and  I  want  a  fair  answer. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  will  give  the  gentleman  as  fair  an 
answer  as  I  am  capable  of  giving.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve as  a  committee,  the  committee  themselves 
intended  to  deceive  Alderman  Haynes. 

Mr.  Leary— That  settles  that. 

Mr.  Ladd— But  that  does  not  militate  against 
nor  undermine  the  position  I  have  just  taken. 
I  still  adhere  to  that  position,  and  I  believe  it  is 
the  correct  one;  and  I  believe  we  are  called 
upon  here  to  say  that  no  such  transactions  as 
have  been  disclosed  in  this  case  shall  be  allowed 
to  belsuccessful ;  and  I  know  of  no  better  way 
in  which  we  can  have  this  so  thoroughly  settled 
that  hereafter  all  persons  dealing  with  the  city 
of  Boston  will  be  prevented  from  resorting  to 
any  such  practice. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  am  surprised,  and  still  I  am  not 
surprised,  to  see  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10 
stand  on  the  tioor  of  this  Council  chamber  and 
advocate  the  piece  of  property  which  he  advo- 
cates in  the  manner  in  which  he  advocates  it. 
He  states  that  he  went  over  and  examined  the 
laud  yesterday,  and  that  it  was  a  nice  site  for 
a  schoolhouse,  on  the  sunny  side,  looking 
toward  Dorchester  bay.  There  is  a  piece  about 
as  large  of  the  desk  in  front  of  me,  which  looks 
out  on  the  bay,  down  on  the  marshy  end  of 
Seventh  street.  I  think  it  is.  That  land  I  went 
over  myself,  with  other  members  of  the  Council, 
and  we  looked  it  over  thoroughly.  It  is  nothing 
more  n»r  less  than  a  low,  marshy,  boggy,  and  wet 
place,  not  even  fit  for  cattle  on  one  part,  much 
less  for  the  building  of  a  schoolhouse,  and  I  am 
told  that  there  was  even  a  cow  got  in  there  last 
spring  and  was  pulled  out  by  derricks.  The  Reed 
land  is  situated  upon  a  hill  in  the  highest  por- 
tion of  the  city  of  Boston  and  is  entirely  dry, 
without  any  chance  for  sand  or  for  the  possibil- 
ity of  piles  having  to  be  driven.  It  is  hard  blue- 
lead  land.  The  Scott  land  that  the  gentleman 
speaks  of  would  have  to  be  piled,  and  it  would 
cost  more  than  the  difference  of  price  between 
50  and  80  cents  a  foot  to  pile  that  land  and  put  it 
in  proper  condition  to  put  a  foundation  on  it. 
Then  what  is  it  good  for?  It  is  down  in  a  loca- 
tion where  a  schoolhouse  is  not  wanted.  It  is 
situated  down  in  a  row  of  1V2  and  two-story  ten- 
ement houses  near  a  brewery,  and  it  would  be 
of  no  use  for  the  purpose  for  ..which   it  is  in- 


tended. The  land  was  put  into  the  hands 
of  a  real  estate  agent.  It  has  been  stated  against 
him  that  he  could  not  sell  the  land  at  17 
cents  a  foot.  I  understand  that  he  said  that  the 
lowest  bid  that  he  had  received  for  the  land  was 
17  cents  a  foot,  and  the  owner  of  the  property 
told  him  to  sell  the  land  at  75  cents  a  foot,  and 
that  he  ought  to  get  $1  a  foot  for  it.  He  valued 
the  land  at  75  cents  a  foot  at  the  lowest  price.and 
w  nted  $1  until  he  found  out  that  there  was 
trouble  in  the  city  government,  and  then  he 
comes  forward,  through  the  agent  or  somebody 
else,  and  offers  it  at  50  cents  a  Foot.  The  land  on 
the  top  of  the  hill— the  Reed  estate  which  the 
committee  recommend  here— has  been  assessed 
for  15%  cents  a  foot.  The  Dana  property  on  the 
other  side  was  assessed,  I  think,  at  10V4  cents  a 
foot.  At  the  foot  of  the  Dana  property  one  of 
the  assessors  of  South  Boston  owns  land.  He 
wasvery  anxious  that  the  Dana  property  should 
be  bought.  Alderman  Haynes  asked  the  assessor 
if  the  land  on  the  other  side  could  be  purchased. 
The  answer  was,  "You  cannot  get  that  land; 
that  is  worth  from  $1.50  to  $1.75  a  foot,  and  there 
are  a  dozen  owners,  and  nobody  knows  who 
really  does  own  it."  Aid.  Haynes  made  up  his 
mind  that  the  city  wranted  that  land  on  the  other 
side.  He  asked,  "What  do  you  think  of  the 
Reed  estate?"  The  reply  was  made  that  he 
would  give  65  cents  for  that  land  himself,  and 
less  than  a  year  ago  he  assessed  it  at  15%  cents 
a  foot.  That  is  an  illustration  of  the  nice  Board 
of  Assessors  we  have  in  South  Boston.  This 
property  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  in  the  marshy 
low  land  is  assessed,  I  believe,  at  25V2  cents  a 
foot,  and  the  property  is  not  worth  over  10  cent? 
a  foot.  I  do  not  think  the  owners  could  get  lv 
cents  a  foot  for  it.  because  it  is  fit  for  nothing  but 
pasturage,  and  only  a  part  of  it  for  that.  The 
land  on  the  upper  hill  opposite  the  Reed  prop- 
erty has  been  sold,  and  sold  last  week  for  some 
56  cents  a  foot,  and  it  will  cost  some  43-45  cents 
afoot  to  clear  it,  making  that  property  worth  a 
dollar  a  foot.  Now  the  city  can  buy  the  Reed 
estate,  facing  on  three  streets— as  much  as  they 
want  or  the  whole  of  it— at  80  cents  a  too? 
cleared.  It  has  been  stated  that  the  land  has 
been  bonded  at  50  cents  a  foot.  We  have  got  to 
pay  80  cents  a  foot  for  it,  and  it  is  the  best  iot  of 
land  for  us  to  buy.  It  is  nothing  but  a  legiti- 
mate transaction.  If  a  man  knows  that  the  city 
of  Boston  was  looking  around  three  months 
ago,  as  they  have  been  for  three  years,  in 
that  location  for  a  schoolhouse  site,  and  he 
sees  that  they  are  going  to  get  a  desirable 
piece  of  property  and  he  can  buy  that  prop- 
erty at  50  cents  a  foot,  he  will  improve  his 
chances  and  sell  it  to  the  city  of  Boston  after- 
wards at  a  higher  price,  and  make  his  profit. 
The  city  of  Boston  have  been  looking  over  the 
premises,  and  they  have  found  that  this  is  the 
site  they  want,  and  that  it  is  the  best  site.  If 
some  one  has  bonded  it  for  50  cents,  and  pro- 
poses to  sell  it  to  the  city  of  Boston  at  80  cents  a 
foot,  it  is  the  misfortune  of  the  city  that  they 
didn't  bond  it  themselves  two  months  ago. 
If  some  one  has  bonded  it,  it  is  nothing  more 
than  the  transaction  of  a  real  estate  agent. 
That  land  cannot  be  bought  at  less  than  80 
cents.  His  Honor  the  Mayor  has  been  over 
there  and  looked  at  the  land,  and  is  of  the  opin- 
ion that  it  is  the  best  lot  of  land  that  the  city  of 
Boston  can  buy  for  the  purpose.  I  voted  last 
week  against  the  passage  of  the  order  over  the 
mayor's  veto,  for  the  reason  that  I  wanted  in- 
formation given  to  the  Council  that  they  were 
not  able  to  get  at  the  last  meeting.  I  wanted  to 
1  ave  this  matter  fully  and  fairly  discussed,  and 
I  would  like  to  have  had  other  members  of  the 
Council  go  to  South  Boston  and  look  at  the  land, 
Even  a  boy  five  years  old  could  decide  that 
the  one  lot  was  worth  more  for  any  purpose, — 
even  as  a  ball  ground  or  anything  of  the 
sort,  it  would  please  them  more,  and  they 
would  decide  that  it  was  a  better 
piece  of  land.  I  hope  this  order  will  pass 
tonight,  notwithstanding  the  mayor's  veto. 

Mr.  Atwood— I  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege. 
I  do  not  care  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Council 
with  matters  that  concern  myself  and  not  the 
Council ;  but  a  matter  which  I  will  refer  to  does 
concern  the  Council  as  well  as  myself,  as  I  have 
been  informed  since  I  came  in  tonight  that  the 
Scott-lot  people  have  taken  pains  and  have 
spent  money  to  push  the  matter,  and  to  bring 
Mr.  Atwood,  the  councilman  from  Ward  23,  be- 
fore the  public  as  a  liar,  a  councilman,  an  auc- 
tioneer, and  a  real  estate  agent.  I  desire  to  say  a 
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few  words  upon  the  matter.  It  is  not  that  I  wish 
to  throw  any  reflection  upon  the  Scott  people 
whatever,  as  I  have  heen  doing  business  with 
them  for  three  years,  as  I'stated  to  private  par- 
ties last  week,  and  should  have  stated  to  the 
Council  if  I  had  been  permitted  to  do  so  at  the 
last  meeting.  I  have  had  that  land  to  sell  for  the 
past  two  years,  and  I  would  first  speak  about  the 
matter  as  it  appeared  in  the  Herald  the  morning 
after  the  Council  meeting  last  week.  I  was  not 
aware  of  it  until  Sunday  night,  and  as  I  have 
been  very  busy  all  the  week  I  may  not  be  able 
to  compete  in  what  I  say  with  my  learned 
brother  from  Ward  11  or  my  scholarly  brother 
from  Ward  10 ;  but  I  wish  to  present  a  few  facts, 
leaving  ir  with  the  members  of  the  Council  to 
decide,  and  with  the  citizens  of  Boston,  as  to 
whether  there  has  not  been  a  good  deal  of  mis- 
representation. I  will  first  call  the  attention  of 
the  Council  to  the  article  referred  to,  which  is 
headed  and  reads  as  follows: 

Sotth  Boston  Schoolhovse  Site.— Mr.  Atwood  of 
Ward  23  tried  hard  to  get  the  floor  to  speak  on  the  South 
Boston  land  before  the  debate  in  the  Common  Council 
closed  last  evening,  but  the  motion  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion cut  him  off  from  discussing  the  main  question.  It 
appears  that  Mr.  Atwood,  who  is  a  real  estate  agent,  has 
had  control  of  the  Scott  estate,  about  which  Mr.  Blurne 
spoke  so  glowingly.  He  has  tried  for  two  years  to  sell  i 
for  17  cents  per  foot,  but  lias  failed  to  get  a  bid  for  it. 

I  would  say  right  here  that  that  particular 
item  is  not  correct, — that  I  have  had  the  land  in 
charge  and  have  been  trying  to  sell  it  for  17 
cents  a  foot.  I  stated  to  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil last  week  that  the  best  and  highest  offer  we 
ever  received  for  the  land  was  17  cents  a  foot, 
and  I  would  state  that  we  were  authorized  by 
Mr.  Scott  to  sell  it  for  75  cents  a  foot,  although 
he  considered  it  worth  SI  a  foot,  as  has  been 
stated  tonight.  We  were  offered  by  a  builder 
who  has  property  and  has  sold  more  land  im 
that  section  than  anybody  else  within  the  last 
five  years,  17  cents  a  foot  for  it.  He  said  he 
considered  it  worth  17  cents  a  foot  and  nothing 
more.  We  replied,  of  course,  that  it  was  no  use 
to  think  of  selling  it  at  such  a  price;  that  the 
price  we  held  it  at  was  75  cents  a  foot,  and  the 
offer  was  rejected.    [Reading] : 

Mr.  Atwood  says  the  Scott  property  is  low  and  marshy, 
wholly  unfit  for  a  schoolhouse  location. 

That  is  a  matter  that  I  wished  to  bring  out  last 
week,  but  I  could  not  do  it,  although  I  think  it 
will  be  well  ventilated  tonight.    [Reading]  : 

Although  the  authorized  agent  of  the  property,  he  had 
not  been  consulted  in  the  attempt  to  foist  it  upon  the  no- 
tice of  the  City  Council. 

That  may  be ;  as  far  as  being  the  agent  is  con- 
cerned it  is  correct,  and  I  did  consider  that  I 
should  not,  as  a  gentleman  and  as  a  citizen  of 
Boston,  offer  a  lot  of  that  kind  to  the  citizens  of 
Boston  as  a  schoolhouse  site.  I  am  sure  that  the 
citizens  of  South  Boston  would  have  held  me 
in  great  disrespect  if  I  had  attempted  to  foist  a 
lot  of  that  kind  upon  the  city  as  being  fit  for  a 
schoolhouse.  It  is  not  fit  for  a  schoolhouse,  and 
is  hardly  fit  for  a  hogpen.  I  certainly  consid- 
ered that  it  was  not  fit  for  the  purpose  by  any 
means.  Now,  the  second  article  which  ap- 
peared was  this.  It  was  in  the  Herald  of  Sun- 
day: 

Entirely  and  Absurdly  False. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Herald:  In  your  morning  issue  of 
this  date  I  note  a  statement,  purporting  to  come  from  a 
Mr.  Atwood,  councilman  and  real  estate  broker  of  ward 
23.  Therein  Mr.  Atwood  claims  to  be,  and  to  have  been 
for  some  years,  my  authorized  ag*nt  for  the  sale  of  my 
property  between  Seventh  and  Eighth  streets.  South 
Boston,  and  at  17  cents  per  square  foot.  Mr.  Atwood 
well  knows  that  any  such  claim  on  bis  part,  either  as  te 
agency  or  price,  is  an  entirely  and  absurdly  false  one. 

In  regard  to  the  agency  of  the  property  I  will 
later  on  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Scott  himself 
which  will  explain  that  matter.    [Continuing]: 

Particularly  did  I  never  mention  price  to  him.  I  never 
saw  the  land  but  once,  and  know  nothing  whatever  as  to 
its  value.  I  always  entrusted  such  matters  to  my  son, 
Joseph  H.  Scott,  who  is,  and  always  has  been,  my  only 
authorized  agent. 

I  would  state  here  that  I  am  glad  that  Mr. 
Joseph  R.  Scott  is  here  tonight,  so  that  he  may 
hear  the  whole  discussion  and  not  get  it  second 
hand.    [Continuing]: 

Mr.  Atwood  simply  had  from  me  the  ordinary  broker's 
privilege  of  putting  up  his  "for  sale"  sign  on  the  property. 

I  would  say  that  this  "for  sale"  sign  was  ob- 
noxious to  the  Scotts.  air.  Scott  came  to  my 
office  some  three  years  ago,  complaining  of  the 
heavy  taxes  that  were  levied.  I  think  he  came 
four  times  to  my  office  asking  me  to  put  the 


property  on  my  books  and  place  it  on  sale.  I 
drove  to  Mrs.  Scott's  house  one  morning  at  her 
solicitation,  and  she  offered  to  let  her  man  go 
over  there  with  me  and  nut  ud  that  sign.  I 
drove  to  her  house,  and  took  the  man  she  had 
on  the  place  doing  odd  jobs,  and  drove  over 
there  and  put  a  sign  there  on  each  street,  "'For 
Sale;  L.  L.  P.  Atwood,"  etc.,  "Sears  Building," 
— something  to  that  effect.  These  signs  were 
put  up  by  her  authority.  The  article  continues 
in  this  way : 

Further,  he  was  simply  instructed  by  me  to  report 
any  and  all  bids  that  he  might  receive  to  my  son  for 
his  action  upon  the  same.  Mart  A.  Scott, 

So.  263  Chestnut  avenue. 

I  will  further  state  right  here  that  Mrs.  Scott 
has,  I  think,  come  into  my  office  within  10  days 
or  since  this  matter  has  been  before  us,  and  told 
me  herself  that  she  thought  that  property  ought 
to  bring  SI  a  foot,  but  that  she  would  sell  it  for 
75  cents  a  foot.  That  was  one  of  the  things  I 
was  going  to  say  at  the  last  meeting,  but  I  didn't 
have  a  chance.  I  was  surprised  at  the  generos- 
ity of  Robert  Scott  offering  it  to  the  city  at  50 
cents  a  foot,  if  he  has  confidence  that  the  value 
of  the  land  is  75  cents  a  foot.  I  would  say,  howr- 
ever,  in  relation  to  the  value  of  the  land  that 
when  the  gentleman,  who  last  took  his  seat, 
says  he  thinks  the  land  is  not  worth  10 
cents  a  foot,  they  have  nad  an  offer  of  17 
cents  a  foot  for  a  large  lot,  and  I 
would  also  say  in  justice  to  Mr.  Scott 
that  I  do  not  think  that  17  cents  a  foot  is  the 
just  value  of  that  land  today.  I  think  the  value 
of  that  land  is  30  to  40  cents  a  foot,  as  it  can  be 
utilized  for  the  same  purpose  that  the  other 
property  around  there  can  be  utilized  for:  and 
we  all  know  as  real  estate  agents  that  tenement 
property  in  that  part  of  the  city  pays  good  per- 
centages. I  would  say  in  justice  to  Mr.  Scott, 
that  I  consider  that  the  actual  market  value  of 
that  property  today  is  30  to  40  cents  a  foot.  The 
following  is  attached  to  the  communication, 
from  Mary  A.  Scott.  263  Chestnut  avenue: 

I  will  only  add  to  the  above  that  Mr.  Atwood  never 
exchanged  a  word  with  me  concerning  this  property, 
either  as  to  its  sale  or  the  price  therefor. 

Joseph  R.  Scott, 

Boston,  April  15,  1887.  73  Kilby  street. 

I  went 'o  the  Herald  office  and  found  that  it 
was  so ;  that  that  letter  was  there.  Now  Joseph 
R.  Scott  publishes  in  the  Boston  Herald  that 
article,  which  is  thrown  out  beiore  the  citizens 
of  Boston  and  the  members  of  the  Council,  say- 
ing that  he  never  exchanged  a  word  with  Mr. 
Atwood  as  to  the  sale  of  the  property  or  the 
price  therefor.  I  admit  that  that  statement  is 
true  as  far  as  the  statement  goes.  But  I  con- 
sidered as  the  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  At- 
wood &  Weld,  that  if  he  had  any  dealings  with 
my  partner  that  it  was  a  matter  in  which  I  was 
interested  as  well  as  he.  This  statement  would 
lead  those  who  know  nothing  about  it  to  believe 
that  he  never  made  that  offer.  I  can  bring  my 
partner  to  testify  to  that  offer  if  it  is  necessary, 
but  I  do  not  think  it  necessary,  as  it  will  be  suf- 
ficiently ventilated  tonight.  That  was  present- 
ed to  the  firm  of  Atwood  &  Weld,  not  to  myself 
personally,  but  that  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
matter.  The  next  morning  after  the  communi- 
cation was  received  I  received  this  letter,  which 
they  did  not  have  the  manliness  to  leave  at  rny 
office,  but  left  with  the  elevator  boy  in  the  ele- 
vator that  goes  up  to  the  office: 
"Mr.  L.  L.  P.  Atwood. 

"Sir.— I  learn  that  at  the  meeting  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  last  night  you  stated  privately  to 
several  members  that  you  have  authority  to  sell 
my  property  between  Seventh  and  Eighth 
streets.  South  Boston,  at  some  price  between  20 
and  30  cents  per  foot.  Publicly,  you  stated  that 
you  had  some  'startling  information'  to  give  the 
Council  at  the  next  meeting  concerning  the 
same  lot." 

I  would  say  it  reminded  me  when  I  received 
this  letter  that  "great  oaks  from  little  acorns 
grow." 

"Your  private  statement  is  simply  false,  and 
you  know  it  as  well  as  I  do.  All  the  authority 
you  ever  had  from  me  concerning  the  property 
was  a  permission  to  put  up  your  sign  that  the 
land  was  for  sale;  no  price  was  ever  men- 
tioned." 

It  is  not  very  likely  that  we  should  take  prop- 
erty to  sell  without  having  the  price.  We  are 
not  in  the  habit  of  doing  it. 

"You  were  employed  to  obtain  bids  and  re- 
port the  same  to  my  son,  who  always  has  had 
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charge  of  the  property.    This  your  partner,  Mr. 
Weld,  did  on  one  occasion." 

The  owner  of  the  property  admitted  that  it 
was  reported  [reading;]: 

"But  his  bid  was  rejected  by  my  son.  If  your 
public  statement  at  the  next  meeting  is  to  be 
simply  a  reiteration  of  your  private  one,  I  have 
no  objection  to  your  making  it.  I  trust,  how- 
ever, in  doing  so,  you  will  have  the  manliness  to 
read  this  letter  in  connection  therewith.  After 
my  discovery  of  the  deception  you  practiced 
several  weeks  ago  in  letting  one  of  my  houses,  I 
have  often  regretted  continuing  you  in  my 
employ  as  a  real  estate  broker.  In  future  I  shall 
dispense  with  your  services.  You  will  forthwith 
return  all  keys  of  mine  in  your  possession,  and 
remove  any  and  all  signs  of  yours  that  may  be 
upon  my  property.  Mary  A.  Scott." 

The  signature  is  not  in  the  writing  of  the  let- 
ter. The  letter  was  evidently  dictated,  as  it  is 
in  another  handwriting.but  bears  her  signature. 
That,  gentlemen,  explains  for  itself  my  position 
upon  this  matter.  I  will  further  state  that  I 
have  a  little  communication  that  was  handed 
to  me  by  a  friend  a  few  days  ago.  taken  from  the 
Traveller,  under  the  head  of  "City  Hall  Mat- 
ters."   It  reads  as  follows : 

The  Blume  Lot  at  South  Boston 

The  sub-committee  on  schoolhouse  s,  consisting  of  Aid. 
Haynes  and  Conneilmen  Foss  and  Shaw,  together  with 
Councilman  Bowman,  visited  the  South  Boston  lot  recom- 
mended by  Councilman  Blume. 

I  would  say  right  here  that  Councilman  Blume 
was  with  Mr.  Joseph  R.  Scott  and  took  dinner 
with  him  at  the  Parker  House  before  coming 
into  the  Council  Chamber  last  week.  I  so  un- 
derstand through  members  of  the  Council.  That 
probably  accounts  for  the  "blooming"  discus- 
sion we  heard  in  regard  to  the  lot.  [Laughter.] 
This  article  goes  on  further  to  say : 

But  they  were  not  very  favorably  impressed  with  what 
they  saw.,  They  report  that  it  is  located  20  feet  below  the 
level  of  the  street,  and  is  a  mere  bog.  It  is  said  that  last 
summer  a  poor  cow  strayed  upon  this  lot  of  land  and  was 
unable  to  get  nut  without  the  aid  of  planks  placed  under 
the  animal,  and  by  this  means  hoisted  by  main  force.  The 
lot  is  near  the  water,  and  in  the  vicinity  are  located  a 
number  of  the  worst  class  of  tenement  houses.  The  de- 
gree of  disgust  expressed  by  the  committee  can  only  be 
heard  to  be  appreciated.  It  will  probably  put  an  end  to 
the  purchase  of  the  lot  by  the  city. 

So  much  for  the  communications  in  one  or  two 
of  the  papers.  As  I  have  said,  I  have  been  so 
busy  during  the  past  week  that  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  speak  in  regard  to  this  matter  as  I 
should  like  to.  In  making  this  explanation, 
which  I  intended  to  make  last  week,  it  was  not 
that  I  wished  to  have  the  Scott  lot  discarded 
any  more  than  any  other  lot  in  South  Boston. 
Two  years  ago,  before  I  became  a  member  of  the 
city  government,  or  had  any  idea  of  being  hi 
this  chamber  at  all,  I,  as  a  real  estate  agent, 
knew  that  the  city  wanted  a  lot  in  South 
Boston  in  that  section  for  a  schoolhouse  lot. 
I  had  this  property  of  the  Scotts  to  sell,  as  I 
have  stated,  but  I  did  not  consider  that  I  would 
be  an  honest  real  estate  agent— of  course  we  are 
all  classed  as  dishonest— if  I  presented  that  lot 
in  South  Boston  to  the  consideration  of  the 
City  Council  as  a  schoolhouse  site.  I  consider 
that  at  the  price  the  Scotts  asked  at  that  time— 
75  cents  a  foot— that  it  would  be  an  outrage  to 
suggest  selling  it  to  the  city  at  any  such  price.  I 
never  considered  that  it  would  be  a  valuable 
lot  for  a  schoolhouse,  regardless  of  any  price  for 
which  it  might  be  offered  to  the  city  of  Boston. 
If  I  was  living  hi  that  section,  having  children 
going  to  school,  as  I  have,  I  should  not  want  to 
have  them  go  to  a  school  situated  in  any  such 
location,  unless  proper  means  had  been  taken 
to  put  it  in  good  shape  and  get  rid  of  the  nui- 
sance, I  understand  from  parties  who  have 
built  sewers  there,  in  putting  in  sewers  they 
found  what  you  might  term  boiling  springs.  In 
regard  to  the  view  of  the  harbor,  I  woiild  say 
that  there  is  one  portion  where  you  can  manage 
to  get  a  view  overlooking  the  lot,  but  yon  have 
to  go  around  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  get 
there;  that  is  at  times  when  the  land  is  com- 
paratively dry,  which  is  more  than  it  is  now.  I 
understand  that  there  are  some  of  the  members 
here  who  can  testify  to  the  fact  that  they  have 
found  it  a  good  swimming  pond, 

Mr.  Ladd— There  was  no  water  there  at  all 
yesterday. 

Mr.  Atwood — I  have  spoken  as  I  have  in  re- 
gard to  this  lot  not  because  it  belongs  to  the 
Scotts.  but  because  it  is  not  a  good  lot  for  the  city 


of  Boston  to  purchase.  I  for  one  would  vote 
against  the  Reed  lot  tonight  if  the  parties  who 
cry  "Boodle!  boodle!"  would  show  that  there  is 
any  boodle  in  it,  and  would  show  to  us  that  the 
land  is  bonded  at  50  cents  a  foot,  and  if  so,  prove 
to  us  that  anybody  has  made  more  than  an  or- 
dinary commission  out  of  it.  If  that  is  so,  I  will 
vote  against  passing  this  order  over  the  mayor's 
veto,  but  until  they  have  proved  that  and  can 
give  us  some  idea  in  regard  to  that,  I  shall  vote 
to  pass  this  order  over  the  veto  of  the  mayor. 
1  would  deny,  in  the  words  of  our  worthy  mem- 
ber from  Ward  10— I  would  deny  point  blank  his 
statement  in  regard  to  that  being  a  dry  lot  of  land 
as  he. denies  point  blank  the  statements  of  the 
member  who  spi  ike  before  him1.  I  did  not  suppose 
the  gentleman  was  blind,  but  I  am  almost  led 
to  believe  that  he  did  not  have  good  ej  esight 
if  he  went  over  there  yesterday  and  tells  us  that 
this  is  a  good  dry  lot.  He  either  has  some  boo- 
dle in  connection  with  that  matter,  or  he  could 
not  have  seen  that  lot  as  it  was.  I  do  not  wish 
to  accuse  the  member  of  having  any  boodle, 
but  his  sight  must  have  been  poor  if  he  could 
not  see  that  that  land  was  15  to  20  feet  below 
the  grade  of  the  street.  He  has  had  experience, 
I  understand,  in  filling  and  grading  land.  If 
arrangements  were  made  to  grade  that  land  for 
a  schoolhouse,  I  claim  it  would  cost  the  city  of 
Boston  $2  a  foot.  If  the  city  paid  25  cents 
a  foot  for  it  as  it  is.  it  would  not  pay  the  city 
to  take  it  and  fix  it  up,  and  it  would  not  pay 
them  even  if  it  did  not  cost'  them  one 
cent.  1  would  state  as  has  been  said  here  to- 
night, that  the  Reed  lot  is  worth  today  all  they 
can  get  for  it,  and  I  understand  today  that 
there  are  parties  that  offer  to  take 
the  land  at  80  cents  a  foot  if  the  city 
does  not  want  it.  I  heard  tonight  that 
there  are  parties  in  that  section  who  have 
taken  land  tilers  to  build  upon  for  which  they 
have  paid  60  cents  a  foot.  I  know  the  value  of 
land  to  a  certain  extent  through  that  section, 
and  I  know  that  80  cents  a  foot  for  that  land  is 
not  an  outrageous  price,  considering  that  it  is 
to  be  levelled  to  the  ground.  The  lot  of  land 
has  been  referred  to  which  has  been  sold  for  56 
cents  a  foot,  although  I  have  been  following 
that  matter  since  it  has  been  in  the  papers,  and 
I  cannot  find  that  that  conveyance  was  made, 
although  it  may  have  been.  But  even  if  it  has 
been,  I  claim  that  it  would  cost  more  to  clear  that 
land.  The  Dana  lot  would  be  cheaper  today  at  $1 
afoot  than  the  Scott  lot  at  the  price  at  which  it  is 
offered.  The  Scott  lot  is  not  in  a  good  location, 
and  the  Dana  lot  is  cheaper  today,  I  will  even 
say,  than  the  Scott  lot  at  10  cents  a  foot,  or  even 
if  they  would  give  it  to  you,  because  it  would 
cost  more  money  to  grade  it  than  would  make 
up  the  difference.  In  my  remarks  at  the  last 
meeting  I  didn't  confine  my  remarks  to  the 
Scott  lot  entirely,  but  as  there  had  been  so  much 
smoke  where  there  is  so  little  fire  I  thought  it 
would  be  only  justice  to  tell  what  I  knew  about 
the  Scott  land.  There  are  several  lots  in  South 
Boston  that  I  consider  better  adapted  for  school- 
house  purposes  than  the  lot  that  we  intend  to  buy, 
but  when  you  come  to  buy  them  and  put  them 
in  proper  shape  it  would  cost  so  much  that  I 
don't  think  it  would  be  as  advisable  to  purchase 
them  as  the  lot  we  propose  to  take  now.  I  will 
further  say  that  I  hope  we  will  pass  the  order 
for  the  purchase  of  this  lot  over  the  mayor's 
veto,  for  this  reason:  That  I  think  there  is  as 
little  boodle  in  this  present  transaction  as  there 
has  been  in  connection  with  any  property  trans- 
action which  has  been  brought  before  the  city 
government  for  the  last  five  vears. 

Mr.  Burr — I  have  listened  with  a  good  deal  of 
interest  to  the  debate  on  the  various  lots  of  real 
estate  in  South  Boston  here  tonight,  and  I  must 
confess  that  the  statements,  coming  from  the 
sources  that  they  do,  which  would  seem  to  be 
reliable,  are  so  entirely  contradictory  that 
it  seems  to  me  that  it  leaves  members  of  this 
Council  in  gross  darkness  in  regard  to  the  matter. 
But  there  is  one  point,  it  seems  to  me,  upon 
which  I  have  a  faint  glimmer  of  light,  and  that 
is,  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  17,  in  his 
statement,  said,  "What  if  this  land  had  been 
bonded  for  50  cents  a  foot,  and  there  was  a  mar- 
gin of  30  cents  for  some  man  or  some  set  of  men 
to  get  out  of  this  matter?"  Now,  if  that  gentle- 
man has  -  any  information  in  regard  to  this 
matter,  and  he  can  state  whether  or  not  this  had 
been  bonded,  I  think  it  would  relieve  the  minds 
of  a  great  many  of  the  gentlemen  present.  If  lie 
could  state  positively  that  this  had  not  been 
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bonded,  and  that  this  was  a  straight  and  legiti- 
mate transaction,  I  should  be,  for  one,  in  favor 
of  voting  to  pass  this  order,  the  veto  of  the  mayor 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  But  as  it  stands 
now,  with  that  shadow  of  doubt  in  my  mind,  I 
think  I  should  be  recreant  to  the  duty  of  an  hon- 
est man  to  stand  in  the  Council  chamber  and 
vote  for  anything  which  would  smirch  us  in  any 
way  such  as  this  would  indicate.  Now  there 
must  be  something  to  it  or  else  there  would  not 
be  this  continual  referring  to  the  question  of 
bonding.  There  has  been  reference  to  a  little 
smoke,  and  there  must  be  fire.  There  must  he 
something  about  this  matter  of  bonding;  some- 
body in  this  chamber  knows  about  it ;  somebody 
is  able  to  tell  us  here  whether  or  no  it  lias  been 
bonded,  and  it  seems  to  me  if  there  is  any  one 
here  who  can  tell  us  he  must  be  among  the  gen- 
tlemen who  are  on  this  committee.  I  think  that 
we  have  had  enough  delay  in  this  matter.  We 
have  been  delayed  here  an  hour  and  a  half,  and 
all  we  have  heard  is  Scott  and  Reed.  We  do  not 
care  anything  about  Scott  here,  it  seems  to  me, 
or  Reed.  In  connection  with  this  matter,  what 
we  want  is  to  purchase  a  suitable  lot  upon 
which  to  build  a  schoolhouse  in  South  Bos- 
ton. Without  reference  to  either  one  of  the 
parties.  Why,  bless  you,  it  seems  to  me  the 
arguments  which  have  been  going  on  here  for 
the  last  half  hour  in  regard  to  driving  cows  out 
of  Scott's  lot  are  absurd.  The  cow  might  have 
got  into  one  of  the  sand  deposits  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  10  refers  to,  and  gone  into 
the  ^and  instead  of  into  the  mud.  We  do  not 
know  anything  about  that.  We  want  to  find  out 
whether  the  lot  has  been  bonded  or  not ;  and  it 
seems  to  me  if  anything  is  known  in  regard  to 
the  matter  we  ought  to  have  that  knowledge 
tonight.  I  hope  if  anyone  knows  anything 
about  it  he  will  give  us  the  information  within 
the  next  ten  minutes. 

Mr.  Blume— When  I  rose  a  week  ago  tonight 
to  make  my  objection  to  the  purchase  of  the 
Reed  lot  in  South  Boston,  it  was  from  no  selfish 
purpose,  nor  was  it  from  any  personal  interest, 
or  even  friendship.  The  gentleman  from  the 
West  Roxbury  district  has  referred  to  a  playful 
article  in  the  Evening  Traveller  calling  this 
Scott  \ot  the  Blume  lot.  I  do  not  know  what 
that  means.  I  do  not  own  an  inch  of  land  in 
South  Boston.  I  have  no  interest  in  the  Scott 
lot,  nor  the  Reed  lot,  nor  any  other  proposed 
school  lot  in  South  Boston.  In  speaking  of  any 
of  these  lots  I  did  so  without  hope  of  reward  or 
the  thought  of  it.  I  am  not  base  enough  for 
that.  What  I  have  to  say  about  the  Scott  lot 
is  in  comparison  with  the  Reed  lot,  and 
I  thought  I  made  a  proper  comparison 
when  I  pointed  out  that  the  Reed  lot  was 
taxed  for  15%  cents  per  foot,  and  the  Scott  lot 
for  25  cents  a  foot.  Somebody  is  certainly  in 
error  in  assessing  that  property.  I  say.  as  a  rule, 
we  do  have  some  regard  for  the  assessed  valu- 
ation of  property.  There  is  not  a  savings  bank 
in  Masaachusetts  today  that  owns  a  dollar's 
worth  of  security  upon  real  estate  but  regards 
highly  the  assessed  valuation  of  that  property. 
The  first  question  you  are  asked  when  you  ap- 
ply to  a  savings  bank  for  a  loan,  is  "what  is  it 
assessed  for?  We  will  loan  you  nearly  two- 
thirds  of  the  assessed  valuation."  That  is  an 
almost  stereotyped  provision  in  applications  for 
loans  by  savings  banks.  I  say  therefore  that  I 
thought  I  had  a  right,  and  you  gentlemen  have 
a  right  to  make  comparisons  of  lots  when 
you  are  discussing  comparisons,  to  pay  80  cents 
a  foot  for  land  that  is  assessed  for  15% 
cents.  If  any  gentleman  will  refer  to  the  record 
of  last  week's  proceedings,  he  will  find  that  I 
said  that  I  did  not  advocate  the  Scott  lot.  I  said 
that  of  the  two  lots  I  preferred  the  Reed  lot,  but 
that  I  saw  great  disparity  between  the  prices 
asked  and  the  assessed  valuation,  and  did  not 
understand  it.  But  now  when  you  have  heard 
all  about  cows  getting  stuck  in  the  mud,  and 
about  swamps  and  the  like  of  that,  I  say  to  the 
gentlemen  that  when  they  refer  to  the  Scott  lot 
in  that  connection  they  are  grossly  mistaken. 
The  Scott  lot  contains  nearly  two  acres.  It  is  on 
the  slope  towards  Eighth  street,  which  is  on  the 
slope  of  the  hill.  The  upper  part  is  no  more  of 
a  bog  than  Pemberton  square  is  compared  with 
Scollay  square.  That  is  about  the  level  upon 
which  the  land  lies.  So  when  gentlemen  talk 
about  this  being  a  bog  they  are  mistaken.  It  is 
no  more  a  bog  than  Pemberton  square  is. 

Mr.  Foss— Will  the  gentlemen  yield  to  a 
question  ?    Is  there  any  part— 


The  President— Does  the  gentleman  yield 
the  floor? 

Mr.  Blume— For  a  question?    Mr.  President— 

The  President — If  the  gentleman  yields  the 
floor  he  yields  it  for  all  time. 

Mr.  Foss— Mr.  President. 

The  President— The  gentleman  is  out  of  or- 
der. 

Mr.  Foss— I  should  like  to  ask  the  gentleman 
if  he  will  yield  the  floor  for  a  question  only. 

Mr.  Blume — I  wish  to  ^how  all  due  courtesy  to 
the  gentleman,  but  I  believe  there  is  a  rule  of 
the  present  Common  Council  by  which  it  is  not 
permissible  to  ask  questions,  and  I  believe  the 
presiding  officer  is  governed  by  that  rule. 

The  President— The  Chair  is  governed  by 
the  rules  adopted  by  this  body.  If  the  gentle- 
man yields  the  floor  he  yields  it  for  all  time. 

Mr.  Blume— Then  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  cannot 
yield. 

The  President— Mr.  Blume  of  Ward  11  has 
the  floor. 

Mr.  Blume— Now  I  have  no  quarrel  with  any 
of  the  newspapers.  I  have  no  quarrel  with  the 
gentleman  from  the  West  Roxbury  District, 
and  have  no  part  with  bis  differences  with  the 
Scott  family.  '  That  does  not  interest  me  at  all. 
I  said  a  week  ago  tonight  that  my  opposition  to 
the  purchase  of  this  Reed  lot  was  the  price  and 
the  very  strong  suspicion  of  which  I  stated  I  had 
oracular  proof. 

The  President— The  time  for  debate  having 
expired — 

Mr.  Richards— I  move  that  Mr.  Blume  be 
jiven  further  time,  and  that  the  time  be  ex- 
tended to  11  o'clock. 

Mr.  Leary— I  move  to  amend  so  that  every- 
body have  an  opportunity  to  debate  the  ques- 
;ion,  I  do  not  know  why  that  motion  to  limit 
;he  debate  was  put. 

Mr.  Richards— I  move  that  the  time  be  ex- 
tended for  everybody  to  11  o'clock. 

The  President— Mr.  Richards  moves  that 
the  vote  by  which  the  debate  should  be  closed 
at  quarter  before  11  be  rescinded. 

The  motion  to  rescind  was  declared  carried. 

The  President— Mr.  Blume  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  Whall— I  do  not  believe  Mr.  Blume  can 
have  the  floor  unless  the  time  is  extended.  I 
move  that  the  time  be  extended  to  11  o'clock. 

The  motion  to  extend  the  time  to  11  o'clock. 
was  carried. 

Mr.  Blume— I  regret  I  take  up  so  much  time, 
btrt  it  is  very  difficult  to  talk  continuously  with 
so  many  interruptions.  I  stated  a  week  ago  that 
my  objection  to  the  Reed  lot  was  the  price,  and 
I  say  it  is  robbery  to  pay  80  cents  a  foot  for  that 
land — nearly  six  times  the  valuation  put  upon 
it  hy  the  assessors,  I  will  state  tonight  what  I 
stated  !a  week  ago  tonight,  that  1  have  proof 
oracular  that  there  is  a  swindle  in  the  sale  of 
their  land.  An  alderman  of  the  city  of  Boston, 
on  last  Thursday— a  week  ago— stated  to 
me  that  the  party  who  represented  the 
owner  of  this  land  had  given  a  bond 
for  three  months  to  a  certain  party  who 
afterwards  proposed  to  sell  this  land  to  the  city 
of  Boston.  I  heard  that  statement  from  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  I  asked  the 
alderman  where  he  got  his  information,  and 
he  said  he  got  it  from  the  son  of  Mr.  Reed — 
from  his  own  lips.  I  asked  the  alderman  if  I 
was  warranted  in  repeating  that  statement,  and 
he  said  yes.  That  alderman  has  since  been 
called  upon  by  me,  to  get  written  evidence  of 
that  statement,  and  the  alderman  was  very 
much  disgusted  and  disappointed,  as  I  was,  for 
I  could  not  get  it.  But  I  have  something  that 
very  nearly  approaches  an  admission.  Now  I 
desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  offer  of  the 
Reed  lot  for  80  cents  a  foot.  This  is  a  copy  of 
the  original  letter  handed  to  me  by  Aid.  Hayues, 
and  I  will  read  it  to  you,  and  you  will  see  the 
very  significant  expression  [reading] : 

"Boston,  March  4,  1884," 
I  copied  it  literally.     It  means  1887;  it  is  a  slip 
of  the  pen.    [Reading.] 

Boston,  March  4, 1884. 
To  the  Com.  on  Schools  and  Schoolhouses. 

Gentlemen,— I  propose  to  sell  and  deed  to  the 
city  of  Boston  the  lot  of  vacant  land  fronting  on 
H  street  250  feet,  and  fronting  on  Fifth  and 
Sixth  streets  125,  for  80  cents  per  square  feet, 
also  an  additional  lot  of  75  feet  fronting  on  said 
Fifth  and  Sixth  streets  if  desired  at  the  same 
price  of  SO  cents  per  square  foot,  and  deliver  the 
lot  to  the  city  at  grade  with  a  reasonable  time 
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allowed  to  remove   the  earth    from    same  to 
grade. 

Meaning  the  lot  as  shown  on   my  plan  here- 
with enclosed  located  in  South  Boston,  Ward  14. 
Respectfully  yours, 

Charles  S.  Judkins, 

Agent  in  charge. 

Note  the  phrase  "to  sell  and  deed  to  the  city  of 
Boston." 

And  the  term  "deliver  the  lot."  Whether  it 
means  the  last  named  lot  or  the  entire  tract,  we 
don't  know. 

I  ask  you,  gentlemen,  to  scrutinize  the  signifi- 
cance of  the  language  "agent  in  charge."  This 
"agent  in  charge"  proposes  "to  sell  and  deed  to 
the  city  of  Boston"  this  lot.  Does  the  agent  in 
charge  generally  sell  and  deed,  too?  No,  he 
doesn't.  He  signs  his  name,  John  Keed— or  what- 
ever his  first  name  is,  I  don't  know— by  such  a 
man,  his  agent.  Now  what  is  the  significance 
of  that?  It  seems  that  Mr.  Judkins  has  ob- 
tained an  obligation  from  Mr.  Reed  to 
sell  him  that  land  for  50  cents  a  foot, 
and  he  is  simply  pocketing  the  trifling  sum  of 
§11,250  for  his  little  commission.  That  is  what 
I  object  to,  gentlemen.  That  is  .where  the  cat 
in  the  meal  is  with  me.  I  don't  care  whether 
you  buy  the  Scott  lot,  or  the  Reed  lot,  or  the 
Dana  lot,  or  any  other  lot,  if  you  don't  get  swin- 
dled. But  I  do  object  to  robbery.  I  do  object 
to  boodle.  I  do  object  to  the  city  paying  nearly 
six  times  as  much  as  the  land  is  assessed  for. 
And  when  I  was  foiled  in  my  attempt  to  get 
from  Mr.  Reed  some  written  statement  that  this 
land  was  bonded  by  his  father,  or  by  luni  the 
son,  his  father  being  absent,  I  sought  the  best 
opportunity  to  get  that  information.  I  did  it 
through  the  gentleman  who  dined  me  a  week 
ago  tonight.  I  shall,  forsooth,  probably  be 
branded  as  a  corrupt  councilman,  because 
I  was  seen  to  dine  witli  Joseph  R.  Scott.  I  blush 
not  at  all.  Mr.  Scott,  in  the  kindness  of  his 
heart,  tendered  me  not  only  a  dinner,  which 
was  accepted,  but  a  carriage  to  show  me  the 
Reed  lot  as  well  as  the  Scott  lot,  a  week  ago 
this  evening ;  and  he  also  had  the  gentlemanly 
courtesy  to  invite  me  to  dinner  at  Parker's.  All 
true,  and  I  claim  it  is  perfectly  legitimate.  The 
gentleman  need  not  make  any  bones  about  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  11  having  been  seen  in 
the  company  of  an  honest  and  honorable  man, 
dining  with  him.  Now  I  got  that  same  court- 
eous gentleman  to  ge*  me  some  further  informa- 
tion about  the  Reed  lot,  and  he  does  it  in  this 
wise,  and  you  can  put  your  own  construction 
upon  it  [reading]: 

"The  Central  Club  of  Boston,  1 

Boston,  April  20,  1887.  ) 

Mr.  A.  Blume,  Councilman,  City  Hall,  Boston. 

Dear  Sir,— Yesterday  I  called  upon  Mr.  John 
Reed,  the  agent  and  son  of  the  supposed  owner 
of  the  'Reed  lot,'  with  the  view  of  obtaining, 
if  possible,  some  definite  information  as  to  the 
'syndicate'  who  (in  general  public  opinion) 
hold  the  option  to  purchase  said  lot  at  50  cents 
per  square  foot,  while  they  endeavor  to  sell  it  to 
the  city  at  80  cents  per  square  foot. 

Reed  (who  is  an  old  classmate  of  mine)  re- 
ceived me  very  cordially.  I  frankly  told  him  I 
had  called  to  ask  some  questions  which  I  did 
not  expect  him  to  answer  if  inconsistent  with 
his  interests.  I  then  stated  that  it  was  a  matter 
of  general  public  talk,  both  in  and  out  of  City 
Hall,  that  a  'syndicate,'  headed  by  one  Jud- 
kins, a  real  estate  broker  in  South  Boston,  had 
obtained  (for  a  consideration)  the  option  to  pur- 
chase the  'Reed  lot'  for  50  cents  per  foot.  Said 
option  to  be  in  force  sufficiently  long  enough  to 
enable  the  'syndicate'  to  dispose  of  the  prop- 
erty to  the  city  at  the  best  profit  obtainable  for 
itself.  Also  that  it  was  said  an  actual  sale  at 
50  cents  per  foot  had  been  made  (deed  not  to  go 
on  record  till  later.)  That  whichever  story  was 
the  true  one,  it  was  understood  he  had  no 
interest  in  the  attempted  sale  to  the  city,  and 
was  consequently  in  a  position  to  admit  or  deny 
the  truth  of  either  or  both  my  statements." 

Mr.  Reed  as  frankly  replied : 

'I  prefer  to  say  nothing  about  the  matter  at 
present,  I  will  neither  admit  nor  deny  the 
truth  of  what  you  say  is  public  rumor  and  be- 
lief. Of  course  I  could  tell  something  about 
this  matter  if  I  wanted  to,  or  was  obliged  to ;  but 
there  has  been  so  much  newspaper  fuss  over  it 
that  I  do  not  care,  at  present,  to  get  at  all  mixed 
tip  with  it  myself.  Neither  do  I  care  to  learn 
from  t/n it  nr\y  information  you  may  have  gath- 
ered concerning  the  matter  ' 


lam  convinced,  however,  from  the  general 
tone  and  temper  of  Mr.  Reed's  conversation, 
that  such  a  'syndicate'  does  exist ;  and  that  my 
statement  as  to  the  bonding  of  the  property  at  50 
cents  a  foot  will,  upon  fair  investigation,  be 
proven  to  be  literally  true.  I  am  satisfied  that 
if  the  committee  do  not  care  to  consider  other 
than  the  'Reed  lot,' as  a  prospective  purchase, 
and  will  quietlv  wait  for  the  expiration  of  the 
above-mentioned  option,  they  can  then  trade 
direct  with  the  real  owner,  at  a  price  much 
below  what  the  syndicate  are  striving  to  grab 
from  the  city's  treasury. 

In  my  opinion  it  is  the  duty  of  the  committee 
to  consult  the  tax-payers'  interests  in  this  mat- 
ter, and  it  is  as  a  representative  tax-payer  that 
I  make  this  assertion.  I  do  not  care  at  all 
whether  I  sell  my  land  or  not.  I  will  withdraw 
it  from  competition.  If  there  is  any  suspicion 
of  fraud  in  connection  with  this  matter,  how- 
ever, in  the  interests  of  public  morality  a  rigid 
investigation  should  be  instituted. 

In  what  I  have  said  above  I  violate  no  confi- 
dence on  the  part  of  Mr.  Reed.  I  was  neither 
asked  nor  did  I  promise  not  to  report  our  inter- 
view. Yours  respectfully, 

Joseph  K.  Scott." 

Of  course  Mr.  Reed  didn't  want  to  talk. 
He  hasn't  yet  got  his  little  50  cents  a 
foot  in  his  pocket.  That's  what's  the 
matter.  It  may  fall  through.  If  you  gen- 
tlemen don't  pass  this  over  the  veto  of 
the  mayor  that  lot  will  not  be  purchased  by  Mr. 
Judkins ;  it  will  not  be  sold  or  deeded  (using  the 
significant  language  of  the  offer)  to  the  city  for 
80  cents  a  foot,— not  by  by  a  long  shot.  Mr. 
Judkins  hasn't  any  $30,000  to  pay  for  this 
little  tract  of  land;  I  don't  suppose  he 
has  a  10th  part  of  it.  Certainly  the  land 
will  not  be  purchased  by  Mr.  Judkins  un- 
less the  veto  is  overborne.  The  Reed  lot 
will  remain  in  Mr.  Reed's  hands  unless  you 
override  the  veto.  I  know  it  in  my  bones,  al- 
though I  cannot  prove  it,  that  the  Reed  people 
have  sold  this,  land  to  Judkins  for  50  cents  a 
foot,  and  he  pockets  the  difference,  $11,250.  I 
say  that  there  is  a  demonstration  that  that  is 
true.  The  silence  of  Mr.  John  Reed,  the  son  of 
the  owner,  is  as  near  a  demonstration  as  you  . 
can  ordinarily  obtain.  Of  course  you  cannot 
expect  these  people  to  talk.  But  I  say,  gen- 
tlemen, don't  pass  this  order  over  the  veto  and 
the  Reed  lot  will  remain  the  Reed  lot. 

The  President— The  time  has  expired. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall  it  was  voted  to  ex- 
tend the  time  to  11.30  P.  M. 

Mr.  Blume— I  have  only  one  word  more  to 
say— 

The  Lunch  Order. 

Mr.  Whall— If  the  gentleman  will  allow  me 
to  offer  a  privileged  order  at  this  time?— 

The  President— Does  the  gentleman  yield 
the  floor? 

Mr.  Blume— Yes. 

Mr.  Whall— At  this  time  I  desire  to  offer  the 
privileged  order : 

Ordered,  That  the  city  messenger  be  requested 
to  provide  a  lunch  in  the  ante-room  for  the 
members,  officers  and  reporters,  the  expense 
attending  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  contingent  fund  of  the  Common 
Council. 

Read  twice  and  the  roll  was  called  on  pas- 
sage. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  now  say  that 
there  are  probably  some  members  who  have  not 
voted  on  the  lunch  order,  and  if  they  desire  to 
vote  they  can  do  so  now,  because  all  who  do  not 
vote  will  be  prohibited  from  going  into  the 
lunch  room. 

The  order  was  declared  passed— yeas  G2, 
nays  6: 

Yeas— Atwood,  Barry,  Bowman,  Burr,  Carroll, 
Carstensen.  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Cochran,  Cole- 
man, Connolly,  Davern,  Desmond,  Dewey,  Do- 
lan,  Duggan,  Dunn,  Fisher.  Foss.  Fottler,  Fow- 
ler, J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Har- 
rington, Hayes,  Kelley,  Kennedy,  Lauten, 
Leary,  Mahoney,  McEnaney,  McKenna,  Mc- 
Nary,  J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Nunan, 
Perkins.  Perry,  E.  J.  Powers,  Reilly,  Richards, 
Sanger,  Shaw,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sulli- 
van, R.  Sullivan,  Sundborg.  Teevens,  Tracy, 
Tuttle,  Webster,  Whall,  Wlntmoro,  Wilson— 5C. 

Nays— Blume,  Frost.  Ladd,  F.  R.  Morrison, 
J.  Murphy,  Thayer— C. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Coylo,  Haggerty,  Keli- 
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her,    Lattimore,    Light,    F.     Morison.    Norton, 
O'Mealey,  C.  C.  Powers,  Short— 10. 
Mi'.Whall  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

South  Boston  Schoolhouse— Resumed. 

Mr.  Blume— I  only  desire  to  say  a  very  few- 
words  more,  and  I  would  have  been  through  now 
if  I  had  not  been  unnecessarily  interrupted. 
Since  this  discussion  about  the  South  Boston 
schoolhouse  occurred  last  week  I  have  received 
another  letter,  this  time  from  the  owner  of 
property  directly  opposite  the  Reed  lot.  It  is  a 
lot  almost  identical  m  shape  and  contour  with 
the  Reed  lot.  The  owner  said  he  would  be 
happy  to  sell  this  lot  to  the  city  of  Boston  for  10 
cents  a  foot.  That  letter  is  from  Mr.  H.  J.  Bow- 
en,  the  owner  of  the  lot.  Now,  Mr.  President, 
that  is  all  1  have  to  say.  If  this  Reed  lot  can  be 
purchased  at  anything  like  a  fair  value  I  shall 
not  object  to  it  for  an  instant,  but  I  do  object  to 
the  city  paying  any  broker  or  set  of  brokers 
eleven  or  twelve  thousand  dollars  commission 
upon  a  piece  of  land  which  is  vacant  and  unde- 
sirable in  itself.  The  owners  of  that  land  have 
groaned  for  years  without  an  opportunity  to  sell 
it)  and  now  the  city  comes  along  and  wants  a 
schoolhouse  lot,  and  the  owner  would  be  very 
glad  to  get  50  cents  a  foot  for  it:  but,  forsooth, 
because  the  city  wants  it,  a  second  party  must 
come  in  and  bond  the  land  at  that  price  and  sell 
it  to  the  city  at  80  cents  per  foot.  Why  should 
not  the  owners  receive  50  cents  per  foot  from  the 
city?  They  never  had  any  such  offer  as  that. 
Now  I  say  that  if  the  city  could  buy  this  land 
for  50  cents  a  foot,  the  additional  sum  should 
not  be  given  to  any  real-estate  broker. 

Mr.  Leaky— Perhaps  what  I  might  have  said 
before,  I  can  say  now,  that  it  becomes  my  duty 
as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Schools  and 
Schoolhouses,  which  reported  this  matter,  to 
explain  the  measure  the  best  I  know  how, 
and  it  certainly  would  be  my  duty  to 
do  that  when  I  agreed  to  the  report  of  the 
committee.  I  explained  at  the  previous  meet- 
ing that  I  agreed  to  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee because  in  my  opinion  they  had  selected 
the  most  valuable  site  for  a  schoolhouse  lot  in 
South  Boston.  I  believe  so  today.  But  then  the 
further  question  arose  concerning  the  difference 
between  the  assessed  valuation  and  the  asking 

grice,  and  that  was  the  whole  difficulty.  If  this 
,eed  lot  was  assessed  today  at  70  cents  a  foot 
instead  of  15  cents,  there  would  have  been  no 
question  about  the  purchase, and  the  order  would 
have  been  passed  without  a  word  being  said, 
against  it.  But  the  fact  is,  it  is  assessed  at  15% 
cents  per  foot.and  the  asking  price  of  the  owner 
is  SO  cents,  and  as  a  matter  of  course,  people 
said  there  must  be  something  wrong  in  this  dif- 
ference. I  propose  to  show  as  I  go  on,  an  exam- 
ple that  will  offset  all  that  has  been  said  on  that 
point.  Here  is  a  little  matter  I  read  in  an  editorial 
hi  the  paper  sometime  ago.and  I  think  it  ought  to 
explain  the  operation  of  the  veto.  It  says  that 
either  the  land  in  question  was  not  worth  80 
cents  a  foot,  in  which  event  the  order  should 
have  been  vetoed ;  or  for  the  uses  of  the  city  the 
land  is  worth  80  cents  per  foot,  and  in  that  case 
the  order  should  have  been  approved.  Now,  if 
that  is  the  question,  whether  this  land  is  worth 
80  cents  per  foot  or  not,  I  think  it  can  he  proved 
that  it  is,  and  the  most  forcible  way  to  prove  it 
is  to  make  a  comparison  of  other  lots  in  connec- 
tion with  this  one.  However,  I  propose  at  this 
time  to  reply  in  part  to  what  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  11  stated  at  the  last  meeting.  I  made 
an  attempt  at  the  last  meeting  to  explain  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  11,  but  without  satisfac- 
tion to  myself,  and  I  may  say  a  few  words  in 
reference  to  that  now.  As  to  what  he  said  of  Mr. 
Hills  I  cannot  deny,  but  I  do  know  that  mistakes 
have  been  made  in  assessing  land  in  South 
Boston,  and  I  propose  to  prove  it  by  quoting 
the  gentleman's  own  words  and  showing  him 
an  example.  In  his  remarks  the  gentleman 
said  that  if  they  assessed  property  at  15%  cents 
per  foot  when,  in  the  judgment  of  all  honora- 
ble and  sensible  men  it  is  worth  25,  30  or  50  cents 
per  foot,  they  violate  their  oath.  Now  that  is 
the  statement ;  here  is  the  example:  Mr.  Dana 
owns  the  land  directly  opposite  the  Reed  lot,  it 
was  offered  to  the  city  at  50  cents  per  foot  with 
the  hill,  or  at  $1  per  foot  without  the  hill.  It  is 
assessed  as  follows:  The  land  is  divided  into 
four  lots  of  4453  feet  each,  numbered  26,  27,  28 
and  29.  Lot  No.26  is  lassessed  for  9  cents  per  foot, 
No.  27  at  9  cents,  No.  28  at  10  cents,  and  No, 
29     for     15     cents.     The     average     assessed 


valuation  is  10%  cents  per  foot.  Now  I  have 
received  information— by  the  way,  if  there  is 
any  doubt  about  that,  I  would  state  that  I  have 
received  my  information  from  a  source  which  I 
will  state  in  private  and  then  it  would  not  be 
doubted;  Mr.  Dana  told  a  certain  individual 
who  told  me,  and  I  do  not  believe  he  would  al- 
low me  to  teiljit  in  public— that  that  lot  was  sold 
last  week,  in  its  present  condition,  with  the  hill 
upon  it,  to  the  Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind, 
at  56  cents  a  foot,  or  about  six  times  its.  assessed 
valuation,  That  is  just  what  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  11  took  offence  at— paying  six  times 
its  assessed  valuation.  Now  this  very  land  has 
sold  for  S8237  more  than  it  was  assessed  for. 
The  gentleman  from  Wardll.I  refer  to  Mr. Blume, 
at  the  last  meeting  stated  that  Mr.  Chapinand 
His  H6nor  the  Mayor  have  no  right  to  recom- 
mend the  purchase  of  land  at  six  times  what 
the  assessors  say  it  is  worth.  I  should  think 
that  if  private  parties  or  other  corporations 
believe  it  to  be  good  judgment  to  purchase 
land  at  six  times  its  assessed  valuation,  that 
is  good  reason  why  better  land  in  the  same  lo- 
cality should  he  purchased  at  the  same  rate.  I 
would  go  further  and  say  that  when  the  hill  is 
removed  from  the  Dana  lot  instead  of  paying 
six  times  its  assessed  valuation  it  would  be 
cheap  at  10  times  that,  because  according  to  the 
price  asked  for  the  Reed  lot  it  would  not  be 
assessed  for  any  more  if  it  did  not  have  the  hill 
upon  it.  The  gentleman  says  tnere  are  two  fac- 
tions. About  that  I  would  say  there  was  but 
one.  Beyond  a  doubt  the  committee  has  se- 
lected the  best  site.  In  regard  to  the  boodle,  the 
gentleman  did  not  charge  the  committee  direct, 
and  I  do  not  know  why  I  should  reply  to  the  re- 
mark, although,  as  I  said,  it  is  my  duty  to  defend 
the  action  of  the  committee.  If  any  man  should 
stand  up  here  and  say  I  got  any  boodle  out  of 
this  matter  he  would  soon  hear  from  me  unless 
he  did  it  with  the  intention  of  delaying  the  mat- 
ter. As  I  believe  most  of  the  members  have  seen 
both  lots,  I  will  conclude  by  calling  attention  to 
what  the  gentleman  said  in  regard  to  the  as- 
sessed valuation  of  the  land : 

I  went  over  to  South  Boston  and  viewed  all  the  lots, 
which  were  pointed  out  to  me.  that  had  been  discussed  for 
this  schoolhouse  site;  and  I  confess  that  it  the  Keed  lot,  so 
called,  which  it  is  proposed  to  purchase  at  so  cents  a  foot, 
were  graded  level  with  the  street .  1  should  prefer  it  to  the 
Scott  lot,  of  which  1  have  made  mention  here. 

Now  a  few  words  about  the  Scott  lot.  It  has 
been  correctly  described  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  23  as  a  large  marsh  lot.  I  have  seen  it  a 
great  many  times  when  there  was  water  in  it. 
At  the  last  meeting  I  did  not  know  from  the  de- 
scription just  exactly  where  it  was,  but  tonight 
I  know  where  it  is,  and  I  went  there  to  see  what 
I  was  verv  familiar  with.  The  lot  as  described 
here  tonight  is  a  large  lot,  sloping  from  Seventh 
to  Eighth  streets.  While  looking  at  it  I  met  a 
man  who  is-engaged  in  buil ding  sewers  for  the 
Sewer  Department,  and  I  told  him  that  that  was 
the  Scott  lot.  Whether  his  sympathies  were 
with  the  committee  or  not.  I  do  not  know.  But 
he  said,  'Why,  you  can  never  build  a  school- 
house  nn  that  lot ;  I  have  built  a  sewer  through 
that  street,  and  it  is  all  springs  and 
quicksands;  it  would  cost  the  city  of  Boston 
more  to  build  the  foundation  than  the 
difference  between  what  is  asked  for  the 
Scott  lot  and  what  is  asked  for  the  Reed 
lot.  I  have  no  guarantee,  Mr.  President,  that 
that  is  a  fact  any  more  than  that  this  man  said 
it  was  his  experience  that  the  land  was  full  of 
spring's  and  quicksands.  But  I  do  know  my- 
self that  it  is  marsh  land  and  is  below  the  level 
of  the  street.  I  have  no  Inesitation  in  saying 
that  if  you  do  not  purchase  the  Reed  lot  you 
cannot  buy  the  Scott  lot  because  I  do  not  think 
the  School  Committee  would  ever  approve  it  as 
a  site  for  a  schoolhouse,  as  they  certainly  have 
no  great  grudge  against  tne  people  of  South 
Boston,  and  would  not  wish  to  force  them  to 
have  a  schoolhouse  on  such  a  site.  The  Scott 
lot  is  in  the  midst  of  factories.  Let  me  say  to 
the  gentleman  who  admired  the  splendid  view 
of  the  harbor  from,  the  Scott  lot  that  he  would 
have  |a  splendid  view  of  mud.  The  distance 
from  the  Scott  lot  to  this  mud  is  not  over  150 
feet.  The  lot  is  also  near  the  beer  factory, 
and  I  was  going  to  say  the  beer  factory  is 
almost  within  the  school  limits.  The  lot  is  not 
at  all  suited  for  a  schoolhouse  site.  Now  I  want 
to  say  one  word  in  relation  to  asking  for  bids ; 
perhaps  I  ought  not  to  go  over  that  matter  very 
much,  but  as  the  gentleman  says  it  is  a  wrong 


398 


COMMON     COUNCIL 


method  to  pursue,  I  want  to  give  my  ideas  in  re- 
gard to  the  matter,  not  in  relation  to  the  proper 
way  to  do  it.  I  wish  to  say  that  land  is  different 
from  stone  and  coal,  land  varies  in  value  accord- 
ing to  the  location  and  its  adaptability  to  the 
purpose  tor  which  it  is  intended  to  be  used, 
consequently  when  bids  are  made  the  same  dif- 
ference in  prices  would  appear.  While  land  may 
be  cheap  in  one  location,  for  one  purpose,  it 
would  be  very  high  at  the  same  price  for  another 
purpose.  There  is  no  fixed  standard  for  the 
valuation  of  land :  in  the  purchase  of  stone  and 
coal  we  have  some  standard  to  go  by, 
more  than  that,  the  receiving  of  bids  would 
not  have  any  effect.  I  think  that  this 
discussion  will  have  a  tendency  to  raise  the 
value  of  land  in  that  vicinity.  If  Mr.  Scott 
wants  40  cents  a  foot  for  his  land,  why  should  he 
not  be  taxed  on  the  valuation  of  40  cents?  No 
matter  how  this  discussion  will  result,  the  city 
government  will  be  the  gainer  by  it.  Because 
so  many  people  have  offered  land  at  such  ex- 
treme prices  above  the  assessors'  valuation,  that 
the  assessors  must  take  official  notice  of  the 
fact,  and  we  will  get  back  in  additional  taxes 
a  large  portion  of  what  we  have  to  pay  out  for 
this  schoolhouse  site,  The  best  operation  would 
be  to  have  a  law  with  a  provision  that  a  city 
could  buy  for  10  per  cent  above  the  assessors 
valuation  any  vacant  land  adapted  for  a  school- 
house  site.  In  that  case  the  owner  would  be 
sure  to  come  to  City  Hall  to  see  if  his  property 
was  assessed  for  what  it  was  worth.  I  have 
no  objection  to,  and  do  not  make  any  com- 
ment upon  the  gentleman  from  Ward  If  dining 
with  Mr.  Scott,  for  I  believe  in  Mr.  Blume'sdion- 
esty.  But  I  have  only  to  say  in  connection  with 
that,  that  Mr.  Scott  was  an  unfortunate  person 
Now  I  have  a  word  to  say  about  the  bond,  and 
that  is  all.  I  have  described  the  land  and  how 
it  was  situated.  I  now  come  to  the  matter  of  the 
bond  and  how  the  committee  acted  upon  that.  I 
submit  to  any  member  of  the  Council  and  ask 
what  he  would  have  done  under  like  circum- 
stances. The  committee  went  to  South  Boston 
and  viewed  all  the  sites  offered ;  and  right  here 
it  comes  to  my  mind  that  there  were  a  good 
many  people  who  knew  the  city  was  looking  for 
a  schoolhouse  lot,  because  at  the  latter  part  of 
last  year  we  passed  an  order  appropriating  $00,- 
000  to  buy  a  site  and  build  a  schoolhouse  in 
South  Boston.  And  every  man  who  had 
land  for  sale  had  that  fact  in  his  mind. 
They  knew  this  schoolhou  e  site  was  to  be 
purchased.  Various  parties  had  been  before  the 
committee  with  various  propositions  and  offer- 
ing land  at  various  prices.  The  committee  had 
selected  a  site  cheaper  than  the  Reed  lot.  After 
visiting  the  various  sites,  the  committee  con- 
sidered the  Dana  lot  was  the  best  for  them  to 
buy. 

Mr.  Lauten— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  gentleman  made  a  statement  which  is  not 
true. 

1'he  President— The  point  of  order  is  not  well 
taken.    Mr.  Leary  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  Leary— I  dondtwish  to  make  a  statement 
that  is  untrue,  and  if  I  did  cast  any  reflections 
upon  anybody  I  am  willing  to  apologize.  My 
impression  is  that  we  were  offered  the  Dana  lot 
at  $1  a  foot  with  the  land  levelled  off,  and  we 
were  offered  it  at  57  cents  a  foot  with  the  hill 
on  it.  That  was  the  best  offer  we  had. 
We  went  into  a  committee  meeting,  and 
in  the  meantime  Aid.  Haynes  was  looking  up 
this  Reed  lot,  We  were  about  to  vote  for  the 
the  Dana  lot  with  the  hill  removed  to  the  level 
of  the  street.  I  am  not  ashamed  to  say  I  was 
going  to  vote  for  it.  I  think  it  was  a  good  pur- 
chase. But  Aid.  Haynes  submitted  a  proposi- 
tion to  the  committee  thatwas  much  better.  He 
offered  the  land  opposite,  with  not  so  much  hill 
on  it,  for  80  cents  a  foot.  Now  I  ask  any  gentle- 
man of  the  Council  what  we  were  to  do  under 
the  circumstances.  It  was  the  cheapest  land 
submitted  up  to  that  time.  It  is  the  cheapest 
land  offered  today  with  the  exception  of  the 
Scott  lot,  which  I  consider  the  cheaper  of  the 
two.  I  think  the  committee  acted  honestly.  If 
some  man  was  sharp  enough  to  bond  the  land, 
we  could  not  help  it.  Hie  committee  knew 
nothing  about  that.  If  it  was  done  it  was  some 
wideawake  man,  and  I  do  not  believe,  for  a 
minute,  that  any  member  of  the  commitlee  sug- 
gested to  anybody  to  bond  the  land.  We  were 
about  to  vote  for  the  Dana  lot— and  it  has  come 
to  my  mind  that  we  did  vote  for  it  once— when 
Aid.  Haynes  came  in  with  his  proposition.    I  do 


not  believe  there  is  any  fraud  in  this  matter.  As 
the  Herald  says,  if  there  is  any  fraud  is  this, 
vote  it  down ;  but  if  there  is  not,  then  vote 
for  it. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— We  have  listened  to  the 
distinguished  counsel  on  both  sides  upon  the 
order  before  us,  and  if  you  will  allow  me  to 
state  my  opinions  as  a  juryman  I  would  like  to 
present  the  facts  as  they  present  themselves  to 
me  and  to  state  how  they  actuate  me  in  voting. 
It  appears  on  the  one  side  that  we  have  the  Com- 
mittee on  Schools  and  Schoolhouses,  consisting 
of  gentlemen  belonging  to  the  different  politi- 
cal parties, and  therefore  having  no  personal  rea- 
son for  voting  together  on  the  same  matter.  On 
the  same  side  we  have  gentlemen  living  in  South 
Boston  adjacent  to  the  lot  it  is*  proposed  to  pur- 
chase, and  also  gentlemen  who  have  taken 
special  pains  to  go  to  South  Boston  and  view  all 
the  lots,  and  have  come  to  a  fair  decision  as  to 
which  lot  should  be  bought.  On  the  other  side 
we  have  had  great  pains  taken  in  this  matter, 
and  have  had  every  consideration  given  and 
letters  read  concerning  the  Reed  lot,  the  Scott 
lot  and  the  Dana  lot.  We  have  also  heard 
letters  read  from  different  parties  in  South  Bos- 
ton desiring  to  sell  land  there,  and  the  question 
now  comes  whether  we  shall  vote  against  the 
veto  of  the  mayor  or  whether  we  shall  sustain 
the  veto.  Because  I  shall  vote  against  sustain- 
ing the  veto  of  the  mayor  I  wish  to  give  the  rea- 
sons which  have  led  me  to  come  to  that  conclu- 
sion, and  I  must  say  to  the  gentlemen  on  both 
sides  that  I  thank  them  for  the  information 
given  to  me  in  reference  to  the  matter,  and  also 
for  the  interest  taken  in  it,  but  with  all  due  re- 
spect to  the  counsellors  and  the  advocates  on 
either  side  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  Council  should  vote  not  to  sustain  the  veto 
of  the  mayor.  The  reasons  are  because  the  mat- 
ter is  in  doubt.  Gentlemen  on  one  side  have 
said  the  Scott  lot  was  a  bog;  some  say  it  is  high 
land ;  others  say  it  is  low  land.  On  that 
ground  I  say  any  person  not  having  viewed 
either  of  the  lots  can  come  to  a  fair  de- 
cision as  to  whether  the  land  is  a  bog 
or  a  quicksand,  or  on  a  high  hill,  or  whether 
there  is  any  hill  on  it  at  all.  Therefore  I  do  not 
think  any  gentleman  in  this  Council  can  deter- 
mine from  what  has  been  said  whether  the 
Scott  lot  or  Reed  lot  is  better.  But  on  the  other 
hand  I  believe  that  the  Reed  lot,  which  has 
been  presented  by  a  committee  of  this  Council, 
is  better,  because  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11, 
whom  I  must  commend  for  having  looked 
carefully  into  the  matter,  has  said  that  the  Reed 
lot  is  at  a  fair  price  better  than  the  Scott  lot. 
The  question  then  comes  in  that  the  Reed  lot  is 
assessed  at  1534  cents  per  foot  and  is  to  be  sold 
to  the  city  of  Boston  for  80  cents  per  foot.  The 
Scott  lot  is  assessed  for  25V2  cents  and  is  to  be 
sold  to  the  city  for  50  cents.  Now  the  question 
is.  which  is  the  better.  Upon  Mr.  Blume's  own 
admission  the  Scott  lot  is  not  as  good  as  the  Reed 
lot.  The  Scott  lot  has  a  hill  upon  it.  The 
Reed  lot  is  therefore  brought  in  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Schools  and  Schoolhouses,  which  is 
composed  of  members  of  both  parties.  The 
Reed  lot  will  be  sold  for  80  cents  per  foot  after 
the  hill  is  levelled.  Without  the  hill  evidently 
the  value  of  that  land  is  about  50  cents  a  foot. 
Therefore  the  value  of  tnat  land  as  being  sold 
without  the  hill  on  it  will  only  be  the  price 
which  Mr  Scott  places  on  his  own  land,  and 
which,  on  the  honest  judgment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  11,  is  not  as  good  as  the  Reed 
lot.  I  conclude  that  the  Reed  lot  is  the  better 
lot,  and  that  it  will  not  in  the  end  cost  the  city 
of  Boston  as  much  as  the  Scott  lot.  Therefore, 
in  the  consideration  of  this  question,  we  have  on 
one  side  the  School  Committee,  the  Committee 
on  Schools  and  Schoolhouses  and  the  gentlemen 
in  this  Council  who  live  in  that  part  of  South 
Boston,  and  who  evidently  know  which  would  be 
the  best  site  for  a  grammar  schoolhouse  in  that 
section  of  the  city,  and  they  all  think  the  Reed 
lot  is  the  best.  I  must  disagree  With  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  10  that  a  schoolhouse  should 
not  be  built  upon  a  particular  Kind  of  a  lot.  I 
say  there  are  special  questions  in  regard  to  the 
building  of  schoolouses,  one  of  which  is  that 
children  should  not  be  in  places,  where  any  dis- 
ease can  be  contracted.  The  health  of  the  chil- 
dren of  Boston  is  to  be  considered  before  the 
wishes  of  any  man  desiring  to  sell  land  to  the 
city.  I  hope  the  gentlemen  of  the  Council  will 
vote  to  buy  the  Reed  lot,  and  therefore  vote 
against  sustaining  the  veto  of  the  mayor. 
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The  time  for  debate  having  expired,  the 
question  was  put  upon  the  passage  of  the  order, 
the  mayor's  objections  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing, and  it  was  passed  in  concurrence: 
yeas  42,  nays  19 : 

Yeas— Atwood,  Barry.  Bowman,  Carroll,  Car- 
stensen.  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Cochran, Coleman, 
Connolly,  Desmond,  Dewey,  Dolan,  Dunn, 
Fisher,  Foss,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher, 
Gomez,  Harrington,  Hayes,  Kelley,  Leary,  Ma- 
honey,  MeEnaney,  McKenua.  McNary,  J.  J.  Mur- 
phy, W.  H.  Murphy,  Nunan,  Perry,  E.  J.  Powers, 
Reilly,  Shaw,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Sund- 
berg,  Teevens,  Tracy,  Tuttle,  Whall,  Whitmore 
—42. 

Nays— Blume,  Burr,  Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost, 
Kennedy,  Ladd,  Lattimore,  Lauten,  F.  R.  Mor- 
rison, 3.  Murphy,  Perkins.  Richards,  Sanger, 
Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  Thayer,  Webster,  Wilson— 19. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Coyle.  Davern.  Duggan, 
Haggerty.  Keliher,  Light,  F.  Morison.  O'Mealey, 
Norton,  C.  C.  Powers,  Short— 11. 

PROTECTION   OF  BOSTON  COMMON. 

Under  suspension  of  the  rule  Mr.  McNary 
offered  an  order— That  the  president  of  the 
Common  Council  and  a  committee  of  four 
members  of  this  body  be  instructed  to  appear 
before  the  Committee  on  Street  Railways  of  the 
Massachusetts  Legislature  and  protest  in  the 
name  o  fthis  body  against  the  granting  to  any 
street  railway  corporation  or  association  of  any 
right  or  privilege  to  lay  tracks  in,  over,  upon  or 
under  any  portion  of  Boston  Common. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  assign  to  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  Council  at  8  o'clock. 

Mr.  McNary— I  hope  that  assignment  will  not 
prevail,  for  the  simple  reason  that  everything 
should  be  presented — 

Mr.  Whall— With  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  Council  I  withdraw  my  motion. 

The  resolve  was  read  a  second  time  and  put 
upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  McNary  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
the  question  of  passage,  but  withdrew  the  re- 
quest. 

Mr.  Duggan— I  th  ink  this  is  an  important  ques- 
tion, and  believe  it  should  be  referred  to  some 
committee,  therefore  I  move  its  reference  to 
the  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall  tne  main  question 
was  ordered. 

Mr.  Lattimore  moved  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  the  passage  of  the  order.  The  Council  re- 
fused to  order  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  resolve  was  passed.  Mr,  McNary  moved 
to  reconsider ;  lost. 

Near  the  cl^se  of  the  session  Mr.  Gomez 
offered  an  order— That  the  President,  when  he 
appears  before  the  Legislature  in  behalf  of  the 
Council  on  the  Cambridge  bridge  railway  fran- 
chise matter,  request  that  a  clause  be  in- 
serted in  the  act  referring  to  the  bridge  and  the 
railway  franchise,  so  that  there  will  be  no  in- 
crease in  the  present  rates  of  fare  to  Cambridge. 

Passed.  Mr.  Gomez  moved  to  reconsider; 
lost. 

Cn  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended to  enable  him  to  submit  two  reports  of 
the  Judiciary  Committee,  which  are  given 
below: 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vv  hitmore  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended, and  he  submitted  the  following  re- 
ports : 

The  Committee  on  Judiciary,  to  whom  was 
referred  an  order  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
dated  Feb.  28,  1887,  directing  the  payment  of  S50 
to  one  Alexander  New,  "said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  County  of  Suffolk,"  beg 
leave  to  submit  the  following  report : 

This  order  was  sent  to  the  Common  Council 
for  concurrent  action,  and  the  point  was  raised 
that  the  Common  Council  had  no  jurisdiction 
over  the  expenditure  charged  to  that  appropria- 
tion. 

The  annexed  opinion  of  the  city  solicitor  con- 
firms that  view,  and  your  committee  recom- 
mend that  the  papers  be  returned  to  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  with  a  certified  copy  of  the  said 
opinion. 

City  Hall,  April  20,  1887. 
Hon.  Andrew  J.  Bailey,  City  Solicitor. 

Dear  Sir,— With  reference  to  the  within  order, 
I  am  instructed  by  the  Committee  on  the  Judic- 
iary to  ask  your  opinion  in  this  particular:  ' 

"Assuming  that  the  within  expenditure  is  a 
proper  expenditure  for  county  purposes,  is  it 
within  the  exclusive  control  of   the  Board  of 


Aldermen,  or  does   it  require   the  concurrent 
action  of  the  Common  Council?" 
Respectfully  yours, 

William  B.  F.  Whall, 

For  Judiciary  Committee. 
Law  Department,  ) 

2  Pemberton  Square, 

April  20,  1887.  ) 

In  answer  to  the  above  question  I  reply  that  in 
my  opinion  legal  expenditures  for  county  pur- 
poses to  be  charged  to  the  "Appropriation  for 
County  of  Suffolk."  are  within  the  exclusive 
control  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  Jo  not  re- 
quire the  concurrence  of  the  Common  Council. 

Andrew  J.  Bailey,  City  Solicitor. 
William  B.  F.  Whall,  Esq. 

City*  Hall,  Boston.  April  21, 1887. 
The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom 
was  referred  an  order  passed  by  the  Common 
Council  March  24,  1887,  which  was  returned 
without  action  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  beg 
leave  to  make  the  following  report: 

The  original  order  directed  the  corporation 
counsel  to  take  any  action  necessary  to  give  ef- 
fect to  a  certain  order  in  regard  to  setting  back 
a  building  which  projected  upon  a  highway. 
The  Board  of  Aldermen  returned  the  order  with 
the  endorsement  that  the  Common  Council  have 
no  jurisdiction  in  the  matter. 

It  seems  to  your  commitee  that  the  honorable 
Board  mistook  the  intent  of  the  order.  The 
original  order  was  passed  by  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen Feb.  2,  1S86,  and  was  signed  by  the 
mayor.  The  subject  matter  then  was  solely  in 
their  hands,  as  affecting  the  condition  of  a  pub- 
lic highway.  But  after  the  order  was  properly 
passed  it  became  a  public  statute,  which  all  citi- 
zens might  be  interested  in  enforcing.  It  would 
seem  certainly  that  the  City  Council,  or  either 
branch,  is  entitled  to  direct  the  enforcement  of 
any  State  law  or  city  ordinance,  or  any  order  of 
a  public  nature  passed  by  any  branch  or  board 
of  the  city  government. 

By  Chapter  25  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of 
1885  it  is  made  especially  the  duty  of  the  city 
solicitor  to  perform  "such  professional  duties 
incident  to  his  office  as  may  be  required  of  him 
by  the  City  Council  or  either  branch  thereof." 
It  is  probably  better  to  call  upon  him  than  upon 
the  corporation  counsel.  But  your  committee 
have  no  doubt  that  the  Common  Council  can 
direct  the  city  solictor  to  enforce  any  public  law, 
resolution  or  order  affecting  our  citizens, 
whether  that  body  took  part  m  enacting  the 
same  or  not. 

Il  the  Common  Council  can  direct  the  city 
solicitor  alone,  it  can  also  legally  and  properly 
ask  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  join  them  in  such 
action. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  original  order  referred 
to,  of  the  date  of  Feb.  2,  18S6,  was  passed  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  and  not  by  the  City  Coun- 
cil, as  stated  in  our  order.  This  error  should  be 
corrected  before  returning  the  order  to  the  Al- 
dermen, although  it  was  not  mentioned  in 
that  body  as  a  cause  of  complaint. 

Your  committee  therefore  recommend  that 
the  order  be  passed  in  a  new  draft,  and  that  a 
certified  copy  of  this  report  be  appended 
thereto.  For  the  committee, 

W.  H.  Whitmore,  Chairman. 
City  of  Boston,     ) 
In  Common  Council,  > 
April  21,  1887.  ) 

Ordered.  That  the  city  solicitor  be  directed  to 
take  any  action  necessary  to  give  effect  to  the 
order  passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  ap- 
proved by  the  mayor  Feb.  2,  1886,  in  regard  to  a 
building  m  West  Roxbury,  as  per  copy  hereto 
annexed. 

Ordered  printed  and  specially  assigned  to  the 
next  meeting  at  8  o'clock  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Whitmore. 

Mr.  Ladd  called  up  the  special  assignment  for 
8  o'clock. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I 
desire  to  offer  a  privileged  motion.  I  am  in- 
formed by  the  city  messenger  that  the  lunch  is 
now  ready  in  the  anteroom,  and  1  move  to  take 
a  recess  of  20  minutes. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  believe  my  motion  takes  prece- 
dfiice. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Not  at  all.    It  is  a  matter  of 
privilege. 
Mr.  Ladd  moved  to  adjourn. 
Mr.  Whitmore— I  insist  upon   my  point  of 
order. 
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The  President— The  Chair  will  rule  the  point 
of  order  well  taken. 

Mr.  Whitmore— My  motion  was  for  a  recess  of 
20  minutes. 

It  was  voted  to  take  a  recess  of  20  minutes. 

The  recess  was  taken  at  11.43  P.  M.,  and  the 
Council  was  called  to  order  at  12.14  A.  M. 

PROPOSED  WIDENING  OF  BEACON  STREET. 

Mr.  Ladd  called  up  the  special  assignment, 
being  an  order  presented  hy  him  early  in  the 
evening  for  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
to  report  the  estimated  expense  of  widening 
Beacon  street  at  certain  places  named  therein. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  shall  move  to  refer  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Laying  Out  and  Widening  Streets, 
but  I  wish  to  give  ;he  reasons  why  I  offered  the 
order  at  this  time.  Extensive  improvements 
are  going  on  in  the  vicinity  of  this  section  on  the 
north  side  of  the  street,  and,  in  my  judgment, 
now  is  the  time  to  make  this  widening,  if  it  is 
ever  to  he  made,  because  these  improvements 
will  render  it  impossible  to  make  the  widening 
hereafter. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  am  very  sorry  that  I  cannot 
agree  even  with  such  an  innocent  solution  as  a 
reference,  hut  if  the  gentleman  wants  to  get  the 
information  he  wants  to  have  the  order  passed. 
As  I  understand  it  the  order  is  for  the  Street 
Commissioners  to  report  the  cost.  They  are  the 
only  ones  who  can  do  it.  If  he  refers  it  to  the 
Committee  on  Streets  they  can  only  report  that 
the  order  ought  to  pass,  and  that  the  commis- 
sioners be  requested  to  do  it.  The  motion  is 
only  a  matter  of  delay  and  if  there  is  anything 
to  he  done  I  feel  that  now  is  the  time  to  do  it.  I 
hope  the  order  will  be  passed. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  accept  the  suggestion  of  the  gen- 
leman  from  Ward  12  and  will  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion to  refer. 

The  President— No  objections  being  made 
the  motion  to  refer  is  withdrawn. 

The  order  was  passed.  Mr.  Ladd  moved  to 
reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

SUB-DIVISION  OF  CONTRACTS. 

Mr.  Whall  called  up  No.  14  on  the  calendar, 
which  was  an  assignment  for  8  o'clock : 

Report  of  Committee  on  Ordinances,  no  fur- 
ther action  necessary  on  the  order  for  an 
amendment  to  Chapter  17  of  the  Revised  Ordi- 
nances of  1885,.  in  relation  to  sub-division  of 
contracts. 

Mr.  Sanger— Through  the  courtesy  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  who  presented  the 
majority  report  at  the  last  meeting,  at  which  I 
was  not  able  to  be  present,  I  am  allowed  this 
evening  to  present  a  minority  report,  which  I 
do  now  and  ask  that  it  be  printed  with  the  ma- 
jority report.  Then  I  further  move  to  assign 
both  reports  to  the  next  meeting  at  8  o'clock. 

The  clerk  proceeded  to  read  the  minority  re- 
port, but  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whall  further  read- 
ing was  dispensed  with.  The  minority  report 
is  as  follows : 

City  of  Boston, 
In  Common  Council,  ] 
April  21, 1887. 

The  undersigned  dissents  from  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances  that  no  further 
action  is  necessary  with  reference  to  the  pro- 
posed amendment  of  Chapter  17  of  the  Revised 
Ordinances  of  1885,  as  amended  by  Chapter  37 
of  the  Ordinances  of  188G,  and  respectfully  sub- 
mits his  reasons  therefor. 

The  provisions  of  the  new  charter  Chapter) 
20G  of  Acts  of  1885)  whereby  all  contracts  made 
in  behalf  of  the  city  in  which  the  amount  in- 


volved exceeds  $2000  require  the  approval  in 
writing  of  the  mayor,  are  well  known,  and  the 
language  of  Section  6  of  that  chapter,  contain- 
ing such  provisions,  need  not  therefore  be  quot- 
ed. In  the  conduct  of  the  business  of  the  several 
departments  of  the  city  it  has  not  been  deemed 
expedient,  except  in  a  few  instances,  to  subdi- 
vide any  contract  where  the  total  estimated  ex- 
penditure exceeds  $2000.  While  in  these  few 
instances  it  is  not  claimed  that  such  subdivi- 
sion has  worked  any  injury  to  the  financial 
interests  of  the  city,  such  a  subdivision  is  clear- 
ly an  evasion  of  the  provisions  of  the  charter ; 
and  it  will  readily  be  seen  that  instances  might 
arise,  if  such  a  method  of  subdivision  were  gen- 
erally adopted  by  the  several  departments, 
whereby  the  city  would  not  derive  the  benefit 
arising  from  a  healthy  and  proper  and  reason- 
able business  competition.  Some  cases  might 
be  conceived  where,  in  order  to  expedite  the 
work  of  the  city,  such  a  subdivision  would  be 
advantageous,  and  by  the  language  of  the  order 
under  consideration  the  mayor  in  such  cases  is 
authorized  to  sanction  in  writing  such  a  course 
of  business. 

With  a  desire  solely  that  the  affairs  of  the 
city  should  be  considered  in  strict  accord  with 
the  intent  and  spirit  of  the  provisions  of  the 
new  charter,  by  which  the  officers  and  boards 
of  the  city  are  held  strictly  accountable  to  the 
mayor  as  the  chief  executive  officer- and  actu- 
ated by  a  feeling  that  the  mayor  should  be 
strengthened  in  an  endeavor  to  secure  the  hon- 
est, efficient  and  economical  conduct  of  the  en- 
tire executive  and  administrative  business  of 
the  city,  and  the  harmonious  and  concerted  ac- 
tion of  the  different  departments,  the  under- 
signed believes  that  the  amendment  proposed 
should  be  favorably  considered,  and  submits 
herewith  the  accompanying  draft  of  an  ordi- 
nance covering  the  desired  change,  and  recom- 
mends its  adoption  by  the  City  Council. 

George  P.  Sanger,  Jr. 

In  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighty  seven : 

An  Ordinance 
To  amend  Chapter  17  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1885  as  amended  by  Chapter  37  of  the  Ordi- 
nances of  1886. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 

follows : 

Section  1.  Chapter  17  of  the  Revised  Ordinan- 
ces of  1885  is  hereby  further  amended  by  adding 
to  said  Chapter  17  the  following  section;  to  be 
number  Section  11  of  said  Chapter   17,  namely : 

Sec.  11.  When  the  total  estimated  amount  of 
any  expenditure  for  work,  labor,  materials  or 
supplies  to  be  done  or  furnished  under  contract, 
exceeds  the  sum  of  $2000  such  work,  labor,  ma- 
terial or  supplies  shall  not  be  sub-divided  into 
separate  portions  or  be  made  the  subject  of  sep- 
arate contracts,  one  or  more  of  which  may  be 
less  than  §2000,unless  the  approval  thereof  bylthe 
mayor  in  writing  shall  have  been  first  obtained. 

Mr.  Whitmore — It  always  seems  to  me  that  in 
cases  of  this  kind  it  will  be  necessary  to  suspend 
Joint  Rule  21,  which  provides  that  any  member 
of  a  joint  committee  may  submit  a  minority  re- 
port at  the  same  time  that  the  majority  report 
is  submitted.  Unfortunately  the  gentleman  on 
my  left  was  not  here,  and  strictly  speaking  it 
seems  to  me  that  we  should  suspend  the  rule, 
and  I  move  to  do  so. 

It  was  voted  to  suspend  Joint  Rule  No.  21. 

The  motion  to  assign  and  print  was  adopted. 
Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

Ad.iottrned  at  12.22  A.M.,  on  motion  of  Mr 
Tuttle. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Monday,  April  25, 1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
4  o'clock  P.M.,  Aid.  Donovan,  chairman,  presid- 
ing, and  all  the  members  present. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Bromwich,  the  reading  of 
the  record  of  the  last  meeting  was  dispensed 
with. 

HEARINGS  ON  ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

1.  On  petition  of  Timothy  Connelly  for  leave  to 
project  a  bay-window  from  building  numbered 
1(M  and  106  Lenox  street.  No  objections.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Inspection  of  Buildings. 
(Aid.) 

2.  On  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Blue- 
hill  avenue,  between  Stafford  and  Dennis 
streets,  Ward  21. 

3.  On  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Union  square,  between  Brighton  avenue  and 
Cambridge  street,  Ward  25. 

4.  On  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Cambridge  street,  between  Gordon  and  Saun- 
ders streets,  Ward  25. 

5.  On  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Co- 
lumbia street,  between  Washington  street  and 
Oakland  Garden,  Ward  24.  No  objections.  Sev- 
erally recommitted  to  Committee  on  Sewers. 
(Aid.) 

STATUE  OF  LEIF  ERICSON. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Executive  Department, 
April  25, 1887. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith,  for  your 
consideration,  a  coniniunication  from  the  com- 
mittee who  have  charge  of  the  statue  of  Leif 
Ericson. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  well  known  and  liberal 
citizens  offer  to  the  city  a  work  of  art  which  is 
acknowledged  by  experts  to  be  one  of  the  best 
productions  of  a  distinguished  artist,  I  would 
recommend  that  the  city  forthwith  proceed  to 
prepare  a  foundation  for  the  statue. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 
Boston,  April  20,  1887. 
The  Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir,— The  undersigned,  a  committee  of 
the  subscribers  to  the  statue  of  Leif  Ericson, 
with  a  pedestal,  both  the  worK  of  Miss  Anne 
Whitney  of  Boston,  desire  to  present  the  same 
to  the  city  in  commemoration  of  the  early  voy- 
ages of  the  Norsemen  to  this  continent  about 
A.D.  1000. 

We  respectfully  request  you  to  refer  this  com- 
munication to  the  City  Council,  and  we  would 
ask  that  the  placing  of  the  statue  on  a  site  at 
the  extension  of  Commonwealth  avenue  be 
authorized  by  the  Council,  and  that  the  expen- 
ses of  the  foundation  and  of  placing  the  statue 
and  pedestal  be  borne  by  the  city. 

We  are  authorized  to  say  that  the  Park  Com- 
missioners recommend  the  placing  of  the  statue 
on  the  site  named. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  truly  yours, 
Oliver  W.  Pbabody, 
Asa  P.  Potter, 
Frederick  L.  Ames, 
Nathan  W.  AppLETON(by  J.  G.,  W.) 
William  Emerson  Baker, 
D.  B.  Flint, 
Edward  E.  Hale, 
J.  G.  Thorpe,  Jr. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Squares. 

petitions  referred. 
To  the  Board  of  Health— Mrs.  Maria  Lietish, 
for  a  license  for  a  lying-in  hospital  at  116  Cabot 
street,  Roxburv. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  (Ald.)—F.  O.  and 
J.  P.  Reed,  to  occupy  a  new  wooden  building  foi- 
ls horses  on  Arlington  avenue,  third  lot  from 
Fred  street,  Ward  4 
F.  O.  and  J.  T.  Reed,  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 


building  for  15  horses  on  Arlington  corner  of 
Fred  street,  Ward  4. 

Alexander  Morton,  to  occupy  a  proposed 
wooden  building  for  15  horses  on  Gustin  street, 
No.  20,  Ward  15. 

Alexander  Morton,  to  occupy  a  proposed 
wooden  building  for  eight  horses  on  Gustin 
street,  No.  18.  Ward  15. 

Mrs.  Mary  C.  Hartford,  to  occupy  a  proposed 
wooden  building'  for  one  horse  on  corner  of 
Hartley  and  Roslin  streets,  Ward  24. 

Mrs.  Sarah  McGiveon,  to  occupy  a  wooden 
building  for  two  horses  on  Havre  street,  No.  159, 
Ward  2 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  Department— Re- 
quest of  Board  of  Health  to  be  allowed  to  lease 
at  @50  per  annum  a  lot  adjacent  to  the  southerly 
end  of  M  street  as  a  location  for  a  women's  bath- 
house. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  — 
George  M.  D.  and  W.  E.  A.  Legg,  to  excavate 
under  the  sidewalk,  in  front  of  cellar  No.  6, 
north  side  Faneuil  -  ball  Market,  and  to  con- 
struct an  opening  in  said  sidewalk  to  connect 
with  their  ice  box. 

To  the  Committee  on  Water— Women's  Chris- 
tian Temperance  Union,  that  they  may  place  a 
drinking  fountain  on  Green  street,  Jamaica 
Plain. 

To  the  Committee  on  Bridges— Peter  Connelly, 
that  the  tollhouse  on  Charles-river  bridge  may 
be  enlarged. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets— M.  F.  D'Arcy 
and  others,  that  several  streets  in  East  Boston 
may  be  laid  out  and  graded :  Bennington  street, 
from  Saratoga  street  to  Ashley  avenue ;  Ashley 
avenue,  from  Ford  street  to  Butler  avenue,  and 
extend  Walley  street  to  Ashley  avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines,  etc. — 
J.  W.  Clapp,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler  of 
30-horse  power  for  heating  purposes,  at  10  Park 
Square. 

Frank  W.  Foster,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
boiler  of  eight-horse  power  for  heating  purposes 
at  20  Causeway  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving,  (Aid.)— George 
B.  Nichols,  for  edgestones  and  brick  sidewalk 
against  his  estate  on  Elmore  street,  corner  Wal- 
nut avenue. 

W.  P.  Atkinson  and  others,  for  a  crosswalk  on 
Centre  street,  opposite  Hathaway  street. 

James  H.  Streeter  and  others,  that  the  usual 
appropriation  be  made  for  sprinkling  Roxbury 
street. 

Frederick  J.  Herthel,  Jr.,  and  others,  that  S200 
be  appropriated  for  sprinkling  Ruggles  street. 

William  Manning  and  others,  that  the  city  de- 
fray a  part  of  the  expense  of  watering  Albany 
street,  between  Hampden  and  Eustis  streets. 

George  E.  Harvey  and  others,  that  the  city 
pay  $100  towards  watering  Dudley  street,  be- 
tween Eliot  Square  and  the  old  Dorchester  line. 

John  McGinnis,  to  construct  a  coal  hole  in  the 
sidewalk  corner  Allegheny  and  Terrace  streets. 

John  S.  Kelly,  for  a  license  to  water  the  streets 
in  Ward  23. 

F.  William  Bachler,  that  he  may  maintain  a 
fruit  stand  on  corner  Court  street  and  Franklin 
avenue. 

N.  Y.  &  N.  E.  R.  R.  Co.,  that  the  bridge  and 
abutments  under  its  railroad  at  Quincy  street 
be  rebuilt.  ■' 

J.  W.  Bradley  and  others,  that  the  edgestone 
and  sidewalks  around  Madison  Park  may  be 
raised  to  grade  and  the  streets  put  in  proper  con- 
dition. 

William  Channing  Clapp  and  others,  that 
Willow  court  may  be  put  in  proper  repair  and 
graded. 

D.  E.  Page,  for  a  brick  sidewalk  in  front  of  16 
and  18  Garden  street,  Koxbury. 

Benjamin  F.  Ayers,  for  brick  sidewalk,  11  and 
13  Forest  street.  Ward  20. 

Timothy  McCarthy,  for  brick  sidewalk,  1548- 
1550  Tremont  street. 

Silas  W.  Merrill,  for  brick  sidewalk  236,  238, 
298,  300  and  302  Newbury  street. 

A.  H,  Caton,  for  brick  sidewalk,  455-457  Beacon 
street. 

John  F.  Farrington,  for  brick  sidewalk,  859 
Broadway. 

Freeman  M.  Josslyn,  for  edgestone  and  brick 
sidewalk,  720-726,  inclusive,  Fifth  street. 

T.  A.  Johnston,  for  edgestone  and  brick  side- 
walk, 16  and  30  Cumberland  street. 

Mary  A.  McLaughlin,  for  edgestone  and  brick 
sidewalk,  201  Third  street. 

John   Soley,   to    move  a    wooden    building 
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through  Border  street  to  corner  Border  and  Lex- 
ington streets. 

The  Boston  Globe  and  others,  that  a  noiseless 
pavement  be  laid  on  Devonshire  street,  be- 
tween State  and  Water  streets,  and  that  it  may- 
be of  wood. 

To  the  Committee  on  Appropriations— Request 
of  directors  of  East  Boston  ferries  for  an  appro- 
priation of  $15,000  for  two  new  drops  at  the 
North  ferry. 

To  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners — Wil- 
liam A.  Holland  and  others,  that  Howard  ave- 
nue be  changed  to  Bird  street,  making  an  exten- 
sion of  Bird  street  to  Howard  avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims — Mrs.  S.  B.  Wil- 
liams, for  compensation  for  personal  injuries 
from  an  alleged  defect  in  Washington  street,  at 
Madison  street,  Jan.  26,  1886. 

Edward  Farrell,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age caused  by  the  overflow  of  sewage  water  in 
his  premises. 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Common,  etc.— Da- 
vid Robinson,  to  set  out  two  trees  and  remove 
one  on  Dorchester  avenue,  at  his  own  expense. 

J.  N.  Goodnough,  that  tree  be  trimmed  in 
front  of  No.  569  East  Seventh  street. 

Oliver  Ditson,  that  an  old  tree  in  front  of  his 
house  at  No.  8  East  Brookline  street  be  removed. 

To  the  Committee  on  Electric  Wires— New 
England  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company,  to 
erect  one  pole  on  Washington  street,  between 
East  Springfield  street  and  East  Chester  park. 

Brush  Electric  Light  Company,  for  the  priv- 
ilege of  placing  six  poles,  three  in  Huntington 
avenue  and  three  in  Copley  square. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common.  (Ald.)—G.  W. 
M.  Hall,  that  permission  be  granted  the  pupils 
of  the  Allston  School  to  set  out  four  maple 
trees. 

To  the  Committee  on  Surveii  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings  (Ald.)—F.  O.  and  J.  T.  Reed,  to  build 
a  wooden  building  on  Arlington  avenue,  corner 
Fred  street,  Ward  4, 

F.  O.  and  J.  T.  Reed,  to  build  a  wooden  build- 
ing on  Arlington  avenue,  near  Fred  street, 
Ward  4. 

Charles  O.  Beck,  to  build  an  addition  to  build- 
ing on  Franklin  street,  corner  Braintree  street, 
Ward  25. 

Richard  Morrison,  to  excavate  below  grade  at 
No.  30  Causeway  street. 

South  Boston  Railroad  Company,  to  construct 
an  extension  of  their  ear  house  at  corner  of  Q 
inn!  First  si  reels,  in  excess  of  range  allowed  by 
the  Revised  Ordinances,  and  without  the  inter- 
vention of  a  brick  wall. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps  {Aid.)— William 
D.  Kelly  and  others,  for  lamp  on  Regent  court, 
Ward  21. 

G.  W.  Copeland  and  others,  for  public  lamp  on 
Fountain  place. 

Emery  &  Greenwood  and  others,  for  an  elec- 
tric light  at  or  near  No.  60  Mason  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers  (Ald.)—S.  S. 
Learned  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in  Washington 
street,  Ward  25,  between  Foster  and  Tremont 
streets. 

Charles  H,  Bruce  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in 
Sycamore  street,  between  Poplar  and  Hawthorne 
streets.  Ward  23. 

Boston  Home  for  Incurables,  that  a  sewer  be 
buiy  in  Dorchester  avenue,  between  Van  Win- 
kle and  Cod  man  streets. 

John  Stanton,  for  abatement  of  sewer  assess- 
ment against  estates  1048-1052  Tremont  street, 
for  sewer  in  said  street. 

Hannah  M.  Muldoon,  for  abatement  of  a  sewer 
assessment  against  her  estate  on  Lincoln  street, 
Ward  25. 

Ellen  Killeen,  for  abatement  of  a  sewer  as- 
sessment against  her  estate,  No.  23  Lincoln 
street.  Ward  25. 

Board  of  Health,  that  the  assessment  against 
the  cemetery  in  East  Boston,  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  sewer  in  Bennington  street,  be  abated. 

Mary  G.  Appleton,  for  abatement  of  sewer 
assessment  against  her  estate  for  construction 
of  a  sewer  in  Walnut  avenue  and  Rockland 
street,  Ward  21. 

Boston  Society  of  Redemption  Fathers,  for  the 
abatemenl  of  an  assessment  for  construction  of 
a  sewer  in  Tremont  street. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE  PASSED. 

Petitions  were  received  from  George  W.  Na- 
son,  4  Stamford  street  extension,  and  J.  B.  Bil- 
lings, 302  Marlboro  street,  for  leave  to  project 
bay  windows.    Orders  of  notice  were  passed  for 


hearings  thereon  on  Monday,  May  9  next,  at  4 
o'clock  P.M. 

Also  petitions  of  Wood  Bros.,  for  license  to 
erect  and  use  a  stationary  steam  engine  of  four- 
horse  power  at  Weeks  &  Plummer's  wharf,  East 
Boston ;  W.  R.  Patterson,  for  a  licence  to  erect 
and  use  a  stationary  steam  engine  of  two-horse 
power  at  12  Grove  street ;  and  George  B.  Ran- 
dall, for  license  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary 
steam  engine  of  three-horse  power  at  basement 
14  Union  Park.  Orders  of  notice  were  passed  for 
hearings  thereon  on  Monday,  May  16  next,  at  4 
o'clock  P.M. 

DREDGING  OF  ROXBURY  CANAL. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  presented  the  petition  of  L, 
G.  Burnham  and  others,  that  Roxbury  canal  be 
dredged. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  want  to  move  to  refer  that 
to  the  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage  or  the 
city  engineer— I  don't  know  which  reference 
would  be  best. 

The  Chairman— Aid.  Smith  moves  reference 
to  the  Committee  on  Improved  Sewage. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  simply  want  to  say  in  con- 
nection with  it  that  the  Improved  Sewerage  De- 
partment have  turned  their  waste  outlet,  I  be- 
lieve they  call  it,  into  that  canal,  and  during 
the  construction  of  the  improved  sewer  the 
canal  is  rilled  up  with  a  deposit  from  that  outlet, 
and  it  is  in  a  very  bad  condition  today.  It  is  the 
improved  sewerage  that  is  making  the  nuisance, 
and  that  have  made  it,  and  the  Sewer  [Depart- 
ment do  not  think  they  have  anything  to  do 
with  it.  This  is  an  overflow  or  outlet  of  the  im- 
proved sewerage,  and  it  is  in  such  a  bad  condi- 
tion today  that  vessels  refuse  to  lay  out  there  in 
the  stench,  which  is  terrible.  It  will  soon  be  a 
case  for  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  take  in 
hand  unless  something  is  done.  A  petition  simi- 
lar to  that  was  put  in  last  year  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Sewers  and  has  become  lost. 
I  have  had  some  talk  with  the  Sewer  Depart- 
ment in  regard  to  it,  and  with  the  engineer,  and 
they  are  of  the  opinion  that  it  should  go  to  the 
Improved  Sewerage  Department  or  to  the  engi- 
neer— I  don't  know  which.  I  want  it  referred 
where  it  will  be  acted  upon  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  I  think  perhaps  it  had  better  be  referred  to 
the  city  engineer  instead  of  the  Sewer  Depart- 
ment. 

The  Chairman— Do  you  move  that  reference? 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  move  to  refer  it  to  the  city 
engineer. 

The  Chairman— The  motion  to  refer  to  the 
Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage  is  withdrawn, 
and  the  alderman  moves  that  the  petition  be 
referred  to  the  city  engineer. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  city  engineer. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

6.  Message  of  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  trans- 
mitting invitation  of  Post  26,  G.  A.  R„  to  join 
with  it  in  Memorial-day  services.  Accepted  in 
concurrence. 

7.  Message  of  mayor,  transmitting  petition  for 
a  playground  at  the  Lower  Mills,  Dorchester. 
Referred  to  Park  Commissioners  in  concurrence. 

8.  Petition  of  Board  of  Police,  for  authority  to 
appoint  a  reserve  police  force.    Placed  on  file. 

Accompanying  the  petition  was  the  following: 

Order,  that  the  Board  of  Police  be  authorized 
to  appoint  a  reserve  police  force  of  100  men,  as 
authorized  by  Chapter  177  of  the  Acts  of  the  year 
1887,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  reserve  police  force  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton." 

Order  assigned  to  5  o'clock,  on  motion  of  Aid. 
Carroll. 

Near  the  close  of  the  session  the  order  was 
called  up  by  Aid.  Carroll  and  passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Use  of  Rooms  in  Franklin  School  Building, 

9.  Order,  that  the  petition  of  Post  7,  G.  A.  R. 
to  be  allowed  the  use  of  rooms  in  the  Franklin 
school  building,  referred  to  this  City  Council  as 
unfinished  business  of  last  year',  be  taken  from 
the  rile  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings. 

The  question  came  on  concurrence  in  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— We  have  that  communica- 
tion from  the  superintendent  of  public  build- 
ings, stating  that  the  Boylston  Market  building 
is  to  be  torn  down.  I  do  not  want  to  move  to 
lay  on  the  table  until  I  have  made  a  few  re- 
marks as  a  reason  for  that  motion.  In  that 
building  there  are  four  companies  of  militia. 
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Now  it  is  thought  that  the  Franklin  School- 
house  would  be  a  very  proper  place  for  the  four 
companies,  There  is  ample  room  for  them,  and 
thelmatter  will  probably  he  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Armories,  and  they  will  have  an  op- 
portunity to  look  it  up.  Pending  that  I  think  it 
would  be  well  to  lay  these  two  orders  on  the 
table,  and  then  if  the  Franklin  School  building' 
is  not  thought  suitable  for  armory  purposes,  it 
may  go  to  the  post.  But  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
Committee  on  Armories  ought  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  consider  the  matter  before  the  build- 
ing is  disposed  of  in  some  other  way,  and  for 
that  reason  I  move  to  lay  nine  and  ten  on  the 
calendar  on  the  table, 

Aid,  Carroll— Mr.  Chairman  I  don't  know 
whether  I  am  in  order  or  not. 

The  Chairman— The  gentleman  will  please 
come  to  order.  The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table 
is  not  debatable. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  hope  the  gentleman  will  not 
take  advantage  of  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table,  I  desire  to  have  something  to  say  on  the 
matter. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  don't  desire  to  cut  off  de- 
bate on  the  matter  at  all,  and  for  tbat  reason  I 
move  that  the  rules  be  suspended,  in  order  that 
debate  may  take  place  on  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  will  at  this  time 
rule  the  motion  out  of  order,  as  the  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table  takes  precedence. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— Then  I  will  withdraw  the 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table. 

The  Chairman— Then  the  question  is  on  the 
passage  of  the  order. 

Aid.  Carroll— Fortunately  or  otherwise,  I 
was  present  last  Thursday  evening  in  the  Com- 
mon Council  when  this  matter  was  discussed, 
and  from  that  discussion  my  curiosity  was  ex- 
cited, so  rnuch  so  that  I  made  some  inquiries 
into  the  facts  in  relation  to  both  the  Grand  Army 
posts  and  the  militia  company,  and  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  from  what  I  can  ascer- 
tain—probably my  opinion  is  not  as  good  as  that 
of  gentlemen  on  the  Committee  on  Armories  or 
Schoolhouses— the  rooms  desired  by  the  Grand 
Army  posts  are  of  such  a  nature  that  thev  would 
be  inadequate  for  the  militia  companies  in  every 
respect.  Members  of  the  company  now  in  Boyf- 
ston  Hall  have  told  me  that  personally,  after 
visiting  the  premises.  There  is  already  a  post 
in  Franklin  schoolhouse,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  when  a  Grand  Army  post  makes  a  request 
of  this  kind,  and  the  rooms  are  suitable  for  them 
and  not  suitable  for  others,  there  is  but  one 
alternative  for  the  members,  and  that  is  to  sup- 
port the  Grand  Army  post,  and  to  give  the  use 
of  a  building  to  the  Grand  Army  posts,  where 
they  can  have  their  meetings,  reunions, 
etc.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  the  matter  as  far 
as  I  am  concerned,  personally ;  I  would  cheer- 
fully vote  to  give  any  military  company  any- 
thing they  might  want  from  the  city  of  Boston 
in  any  respect.  I  also  recognize  the  fact  that 
the  Grand  Army  posts  of  this  city  are  enttled  to 
our  respect  and  consideration,  and  believing  so, 
I  desire  to  give  my  vote  and  influence  to  pro- 
mote their  success  and  petition.  I  will  vote  to 
have  the  matter  taken  from  the  files. 

Aid.  Bromwich— The  alderman  who  has  just 
sat  down  has  spoken  my  sentiments  exactly, 
and  if  there  is  any  preference  I  should  give  it 
to  the  veterans  of  the  post,  at  all  times  in  pret- 
ence to  any  of  the  present  military  companies, 
because  I  think  they  should  be  recognized  be- 
fore any  and  every  one.  Theirs  is  a  charita- 
ble institution,  a  noble  institution,  and  should 
be  recognized  before  any  militia  of  the  pres- 
ent day  in  every  respect. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith—!  like  to  bear  gentlemen  get 
up  here  and  talk  buncombe.  I  suppose  I  am  as 
much  interested  in  the  Grand  Army  as  any 
member  of  this  Board,  and  I  suppose  I  am  the 
last  man  who  would  do  anything  to  antagonize 
the  Grand  Army.  Now,  then,  here  is  the  posi- 
tion we  are  placed  in  as  representatives  of  the 
city;  we  have  a  building  belonging  to  the  city 
of  Boston  that  is  valuable.  There  are  four  or 
live  companies  of  militia  about  to  be  turned  out 
of  doors.  There  is  only  $27,000  in  the  treasury  to 
take  care  of  the  militia  of  the  city  for  next  year, 
and  it  cost  over  $30,000  last  year,  so  that  we 
won't  have  any  surplus  money,  and  if  the  city 
government  don't  want  any  militia  it  would  be 
well  to  petition  the  Legislature  to  disband  the 
militia  of  the  city  of  Boston.  But  as  long  as  we 
have  militia  here  they  must  be  taken  care  of. 


The  Grand  Army  posts  will  taKe  care  of  them- 
selves if  there  is  nobody  else  to  do  it.  I  belong 
to  a  Grand  Army  post,  and  we  don't  come  to  the 
city  of  Boston  and  ask  them  to  pay  our  rent,  but 
we  might  do  it  if  there  were  plenty  of  empty 
building  out  there.  Post  7— Post  15  has  had  the 
building  there  a  long  time,  for  the  reason  that 
no  one  else  has  wanted  it — 

Aid.  Carroll— The  gentleman  making  the 
request  does  not  state  the  facts.  Post  7  has  not 
had  the  building  or  anv  part  of  it. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  have  made  the  correction. 
That  building  has  been  lying  idle  and  the  city 
lias  had  no  use  for  it.  Now  it  seems  to  me  the 
city  will  have  immediate  use  for  it.  We  cannot 
build  an  armory  in  the  city  of  Boston  today  to 
accommodate  five  companies,  and  I  don't  know 
how  we  can  get  the  accommodation  for  them 
anywhere  in  our  appropriation.  But  here  is  a 
valuable  building  that  the  superintendent  of 
buildings  thinks  can  be  fitted  up  at  no  great 
expense  to  accommodate  at  least  four  of  these 
companies.  There  is  a  hall  above  that  can  be 
made  by  taking  out  a  partition,  of  something 
like  40  by  70  feet,  I  think— a  very  large  hall,  and 
a  room  below  that  can  be  divided  into  company 
rooms.  So  I  understand.  That  may  not  be  the 
fact,  but  all  I  ask  for  is  that  these  matters  may 
be  laid  on  the  table  or  delayed  long  enough  for 
the  superintendent  of  buildings  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  Armories  to  examine  this  building 
and  see  if  the  city  do  want  it  for  armory  pur- 
poses, and  if  so,  if  it  isn't  better  to  devote  it  to 
those  purposes  rather  than  give  it  away  to  the 
Grand  Army  post.  That  is  all  there  is  to  it;  it 
is  a  pretty  large  building,  there  are  two  stories 
to  it.  The  Grand  Army  today  only  occupy  a 
small  portion  of  it  and  the  rest  of  it  is  empty. 
Now  isn't  it  better,  if  necessary,  to  provide  a 
room  outside  for  that  Grand  Army  post  rather 
than  have  the  whole  building  used  for  that  pur- 
pose, if  it  is  large  enough  and  ample  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  militia?  I  am  not  op- 
posing the  Grand  Army  post  in  any  sense.  I 
am  simply  asking  that  this  may  be  delayed 
long  enough  to  give  us  an  opportunity  to  see 
to  what  purpose  this  building  can  be  best  de- 
voted. 

Aid.  Carroll — I  don't  think  that  gentlemen 
who  get  up  to  speak  on  any  subject  in  this  body 
should  always  be  charged  with  attempting  to 
talk  or  talking  buncombe,  because  it  happens 
that  somebody  else  takes  the  opposite  side  of  the 
question.  1  have  no  hesitation  in  saying— and  I 
think  my  vote  is  on  record— that  every  time  the 
gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat  has  come 
here  for  legislation  hi  relation  to  the  militia  of 
this  State  or  city,  I  have  charitably  accorded  my 
vote,  simply  relying  on  his  judgment,  because  I 
thought  be  had  more  knowledge  of  the  matter 
than  I  had.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  unfair  for  any 
gentleman  to  charge  another  gentleman  that  in 
differing  with  him  he  is  talking  buncombe.  As 
far  as  I  am  particularly  concerned,  I  never  prob- 
ably in  the  past  took  the  same  interest  that  he 
did  in  the  doings  and  sayings  of  the  military  of 
this  city  and  State ;  but  if  I  did  not,  sir,  I  have 
the  same  tie,  and  have  had  one  connected  with 
me  who  took  as  big  an  interest  in  the  Grand 
Army  as  he  did  or  anybody  who  belongs  to  him. 
But  I  say  it  is  unkind  for  us  now,  and  especially 
for  the  younger  people  of  this  country,  to  forget 
the  services  of  those  who,  when  we  were  not 
able,  did  go  and  do  their  duty  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  flag  of  this  country,  represented  as  it 
was  by  this  city  and  State.  And  for  one  I  pro- 
pose to  record  my  vote,  every  chance  I  get,  in 
their  favor,  and  to  give  them  any  assistance  that 
that  vote  and  influence  will  carry  with  it.  Now, 
Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  dealt  fairly,  honestly, 
and  more  than  liberally  with  the  military 
forces  of  this  city  represented  by  the  State. 
They  have  had  some  of  the  nicest  headquar- 
ters built  for  them  that  I  know  of.  They 
have  refused  headquarters,  and  the  adju- 
tant general  has  condemned  headquarters 
well  fit  for  the  headquarters  of  any  militia  com- 
pany that  is  today  situated  in  Boston.  The  city 
has  today  a  proper  place  for  an  armory,  and,  at 
a  very  small  expense,  the  five  companies  that 
have  to  leave  Boylston  Hall  could  readily  fix  up 
this  place  to  suit  them.  I  refer  to  the  armory 
company  which  is,  I  think,  on  Waltham  or  Mai- 
den streets.  I  am  not  sure  which.  Another 
thing,  Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen  of  the 
Board,  you  may  decide  as  you  like  on  this  ques- 
tion, but,  if  you  assign  the  matter  and  lay  it  off, 
the  great  Pooh  Bah  of  this  entire  military  ques- 
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tion  in  this  city  has  got  to  be  consulted,  and 
must  agree  upon  it,  and,  while  you  may  agree 
on  Franklin  schoolhouse,  he  will  simply  say 
"No,"  and  that  settles  it.  I  believeithese  people 
have  been  before  the  government  before ;  if  I 
am  not  mistaken  I  have  presented  the  petition— 
I  am  not  sure  of  it,  but  my  impression  at  this 
time  is  that  I  presented  the  petition  last  year  on 
this  same  matter.  They  came  here  and  showed 
you,  in  my  opinion,  why  their  charities  and 
everything  else  ought  to  have  more  influence 
with  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
than  simple  ornamentation— although  1  will  be 
told  on  the  other  side  that  it  isn't  ornamenta- 
tion, that  it  is  protection  of  the  cities  and  State's 
interests.  I  will  agree  with  that ;  I  will  agree 
with  that,  but  I  say  that  what  the  Grand  Army 
have  done  and  what  their  organization  wishes 
to  do  ought  to  commend  themselves  to  the  hon- 
est support  and  consideration  of  the  members 
of  this  Board  of  Aldermen ;  and,  believing  that 
to  be  the  case,  I  will  cheerfully  record  rny  vote 
in  favor  of  giving  that  post  what  they  ask  for, 
and  I  don't  think  it  is  fair  or  honest  to  charge 
me  with  talking  buncombe  on  that  account. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  in 
favor  of  devoting  this  building  to  Grand  Army 
purposes.  I,  of  course,  am  not  much  of  a  soldier, 
but  owing  to  the  discussion  that  has  taken  place 
on  this,  I  felt  that  I  would  do  my  duty  if  I  would 
inquire  pretty  thoroughly  into  the  matter.  I 
went  up  to  the  old  Franklin  schoolhouse,  ex- 
amined the  place  thoroughly,  and  while  I  don't 
mean  to  say  that  it  wouldn't  make  an  armory, 
but  I  do  say  that  it  will  not  make  an  armory 
such  as  any  company  will  need.  I  don't  believe 
today  the  city  of  Boston  is  justified  in  having 
the  armories  as  they  have  them.  There  is  noth- 
ing between  the  mob  and  the  muskets  belong- 
ing to  the  militia  but  a  door,  Go  to  New  York, 
or  other  cities  where  they  have  regimental 
armories,  and  you  will  find  that  the  arms,  amu- 
nition,  etc.,  are  protected.  They  won't  be  pro- 
tected in  a  building  of  that  kind.  The  city  of 
Boston  owns  vacant  land  enough,  and  they 
could  afford,  and  better  afford,  to  build  a  head- 
house  with  a  training-shed  behind  it.  or  a  drill 
shed,  than  they  could  afford  to  make  a  waste- 
ful expenditure  of  money,  for,  in  my  opinion, 
it  would  be  wastefully  spent  if  you  put  it  into 
the  Franklin  schoolhouse.  The  battery  com- 
manded by  Major  Follett  I  believe  made  ap- 
plication for  this  schoolhouse,  and  the  adjutant 
general  condemned  it.  What  he  condemned  for 
an  artillery  company  he  might  not  condemn  for 
aninfantry  company,  but  lam  in  favor  of  having 
it  applied  to  Grand  Army  purposes,  for  this  rea- 
son :  that,  under  the  statutes,  we  have  a  right  to 
do  it.  We  have  a  right  to  devote  any  public 
building  in  the  city  to  Grand  Army  purposes, 
and  if  the  City  of  Boston  is  not  satisfied  to  devote 
such  a  building  as  the  Franklin  schoolhouse  to 
that  purpose,  then  I  tell  you  they  have  very  lit- 
tle care  tor  the  Grand  Army.  There  are  many 
smaller  cities  which  have  buildings  devoted  to 
Grand  Army  purposes.  Milford,  for  instance, 
has  a  memorial  hall  erected  and  given  for  Grand 
Army  purposes.  My  second  reason  is  that  the 
Grand  Army,  as  organized  today,  is  a  charitable 
organization.  Post  7  spends  from  $1500  to  $1800 
annually  for  the  care  and  support  of  their  sick 
and  burial  of  their  dead,  and  Post  15  anywhere 
from  $2000  to  $2500  for  the  same  purpose.  Every 
dollar  they  spend  is  equivalent  to  money  paid 
into  the  city  treasury  of  Boston;  it  is  equivalent 
to  so  much  rent,because  every  dollar  they  spend 
in  furnishing  food  for  their  sick  is  money  that 
is  well  spent,  and  probably  has  kept  the  people 
so  supplied  from  crying  at  the  doors  of  the  city. 
For  that  reason  particularly  I  am  in  favor  of 
leaving  the  Franklin  schoolhouse  in  the  hands 
of  the  Grand  Army  post,  and  I  hope  the  order 
will  be  passed. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  certainly  didn't  expect  to 
draw  out  so  much  eloquence  and  pathos  on  this 
question.  I  am  delighted  to  see  members  of  the 
Board  so  strongly  in  favor  of  the  Grand  Army. 
I  am  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  myself,  and  I 
hope  to  be  found  at  all  times  willing  to  repre- 
sent it  and  its  interests.  But  this  isn't  a  ques- 
tion that  requires  either  eloquence  or  pathos.  It 
is  a  very  simple  matter  of  business.  We  have 
with  us  both  the  Grand  Army  and  the  militia. 
We  are,  I  suppose,  in  a  measure  compelled 
to  take  care  of  the  militia.  The  Grand 
Army  have  been,  up  to  this  time,  found 
able,  witli  a  little  assistance  from  friends, 
to  take  care  of  themselves,  and  not  only  that, 


but  to  take  care  of  their  members  and  suffering 
soldiers  outside  of  their  posts.  They  are  glad  to 
have  sympathy,  and  are  always  glad  to  have  a 
little  assistance  from  the  public,  and  they  appre- 
ciate it.  For  that  reason  they  asked,  when  they 
saw  this  building  empty,  that  they  might  have 
the  use  of  it.  Now,  then,  the  question  comes 
whether  it  will  not  be,  as  a  business  measure,  in 
the  line  of  economy  to  provide  some  less  commo- 
dious quarters  for  the  Grand  Army  post,  and  to 
devote  this  building  to  a  battalion  armory 
for  these  companies  that  are  compelled 
to  move,— provided,  always,  that  the  build- 
ing is  suitable  for  the  purpose.  I  don't 
know  that  it  is;  I  haven't  said  that  it 
is,  but  I  simply  ask  that  this  matter  may  be 
held  in  abeyance  until  that  fact  may  be  ascer- 
tained. Now  the  alderman  opposite  says  that 
this  building  has  been  condemned  for  armory 
purposes ;  that  is  news  for  me  certainly,  The 
captain  of  the  battery  did  come  in  last  year  and 
ask  for  the  building,  but  it  is  known  that  a 
building  for  a  battery  has  to  cover  as  much  room 
as  one  for  a  regiment  of  infantry,  and  it  doesn't 
require  so  much  room  to  cover  three  or  four 
companies  of  infantry.  A  battery  requires  the 
same  room  as  a  regiment,  and  takes  as  much 
room  in  a  building  or  in  the  field.  It  was  thought 
that  it  would  cost  too  much  to  put  I  hat  building 
in  condition  for  the  artillery.  That  is  the  only 
time  the  place  has  been  considered  at  all  for  ar- 
mory purposes.  Now  it  comes  upbefore  us  because 
we  have  to  look  this  fact  squarely  in  the  face  that 
we  must  in  two  months  or  three  provide  for 
five  companies  of  infantry,  and  this  building  is, 
I  am  told,  56  x  70  feet,  which  would  make  a  mag- 
nificent drill  hall  on  one  floor  and  the  floor  be- 
low could  be  cut  up  into  four  company  rooms.  I 
would  like  very  much,  as  the  alderman  opposite 
has  said,  to  have  the  city  of  Boston  erect  a  regi- 
mental armory,  or  even  two ;  in  fact  I  worked  as 
hard  as  I  could  hist  year  to  get  somebody 
to  assist  in  the  matter,  and  even  tried  to  bring 
it  to  the  attention  of  the  Legislature.  I  think  it  is 
something  the  city  of  Boston  ought  to  do.and  it  is 
a  disgrace  that  they  haven't.  It  is  the  only  city 
of  any  size  in  the  country  that  hasn't  got  a  regi- 
mental armory  in  its  limits.  But  this  is  simply 
a  matter  of  business  that  comes  up  at  this  time, 
and  it  is  something  we  are  expected  to  act  upon 
in  an  intelligent  way.  Now,  then,  isn't  it  better 
to  hold  this  in  abeyance  for  two  or  three  weeks, 
or  even  one  week,  in  order  that  all  the  facts 
may  be  ascertained,  and  then  we  can  determine 
exactly  whether  this  building  ought  to  be  used 
for  armory  purposes,  and  if  so  we  can  provide  in 
some  other  way  for  the  post.  I  am  not  up  here 
to  oppose  any  Grand  Army  post,  and  I  don't  wish 
to  be  understood  in  that  way.  I  am  as  much  in 
favor  of  the  Grand  Army  as  either  the  gentle- 
man opposite  or  the  gentleman  on  my  left,  and 
I  would  be,  I  think,  as  slow  to  do  them  injury, 
probably,  but  between  the  two,  if  we  can  pro- 
vide for  the  Grand  Army  at  less  expense,  and 
can  save  money  by  moving  the  Grand  Army 
post  out  of  this  building,  I  am  in  favor  of  doing 
it,  If  we  can  cover  those  four  companies  of 
militia,  and  it  will  cost  us  considerably  less, 
isn't  it  better  for  us  to  do  that  than  in  a  spirit  of 
enthusiasm  for  the  old  soldiers  say:  "Take 
everything  we  have  got  and  let  the  militia  go 
out  doors  ?  We  cannot  afford  to  do  it;  our 
means  are  limited ;  we  have  but  a  certain 
amount  of  money  to  work  with,  and  we  have 
got  to  use  that  to  the  very  best  advantage.  The 
question  simply  comes  up.  "VVhat  is  the  best 
thing  for  us  to  do,"  and  for  that  reason  I  will 
move,  when  the  gentlemen  get  through  with 
debate,  that  we  dispose  of  this  matter  in  a  con- 
clusive way. 

Aid.  Bromwioh— This  isn't  proposed  as  the 
alderman  has  said  in  a  spirit  of  enthusiasm.  It 
is  in  a  spirit  of  what  I  think  is  justice.  I  haven't 
ever  been  in  the  army,  nor  would  I  make  a  very 
good  soldier,  but  I  do  know  this,  that  it  is  our 
duty  to  protect  as  much  as  possible  those  who 
have  stood  up  in  defence  of  the  country  of  my 
adoption.  Now,  if  it  is  bad  as  represented  by  the 
alderman  opposite  that  we  are  going  to  have 
four  or  five  companies  thrown  into  the  street 
with  no  armory,  I  think  that  there  will  soon  be 
means  found  to  give  them  a  place  to  meet  in. 
But  here  is  Grand  Army  Post  15,  that  is  at  pres- 
ent there,  and  others  have  been  knocking  at  the 
door  for  five  or  six  years  to  get  there,  and  have 
had  to  pay  money  out  of  their  own  pockets  every 
year,  together  with  the  few  subscriptions  given 
by  their  friends,  to  meet  their  expenses.    The 
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question  arises  in  my  mind  whether  it 
is  honest,  to  say  nothing-  of  patriotism,  to 
throw  those  posts  on  to  the  street  again 
to  rind  a  place  for  themselves ;  for  let  me  say 
here,  I  would  sooner  have  50  men  who  had  been 
under  tire  than  200  of  your  militia.  I  question 
whether  it  would  be  wise  or  just  to  do  it.  I 
know  that  the  alderman  who  has  been  speaking 
in  favor  of  it  is  a  soldier  throughout,  and  would 
not  say  one  word,  I  know,  detrimental  to  the 
regular  militia.  He  has  proved  that  during  his 
stay  here  in  this  Board,  but  I  think  it  would  be 
injustice  to  remove  the  post  there  at  present, 
for  it  might  be  an  asylum  for  perhaps  the  next 
20  years,  if  the  city-  should  choose  to  put  rive  or 
six  posts  into  it,  and  I  think  there  would  be  no 
trouble,  such  as  has  been  anticipated  by  the 
alderman  on  my  right,  in  the  city  of  Boston 
providing  a  proper  place  for  the  five  militia 
companies  that  are  to  be  thrown  out.  It  would 
bring  things  to  a  focus  on  the  matter  of  whether 
we  intend  to  provide  for  our  militia  companies 
or  not.  This  would  be  only  a  temporary  asylum 
to  keep  them  out  of  the  street  until  something 
was  done  for  them,  and  then  we  should  have  to 
go  through  all  this  bugbear  again  to  get  it  for 
the  Grand  Army.  If  I  was  one  of  the 
Grand  Army  I  wouldn't  go  there  then. 
I  wouldn't  be  humbugged  in  this  way.  I  would 
either  be  where  I  am  now  or  else  let  the  city  of 
Boston  keep  me  at  another  place.  I  hope  the 
gentleman  will  not  move  to  lay  this  on  the  table 
but  will  let  it  come  to  a  vote.  I  am  sure  that  the 
alderman  has  done  sufficient  to  show  that  he  is 
in  sympathy  with  the  militia  companies ;  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  however,  at  the  expense  of  the  post. 
Aid.  Carroll — In  rising  again  to  speak  on  this 
question  I  desire  to  say  that  I  am  a  younger  man 
than  the  gentleman  on  my  right,  but  have  just 
as  much  sympathy  for  both  the  militia  and  the 
Grand  Army  as  he  has.  I  assert  that  the  history 
of  the  country  is  not  in  his  keeping  or  the  keep- 
ing of  the  militia  of  the  State.  It  belongs  to 
every  man,  woman  and  child,  and  as  one  of  the 
younger  men,  having  read  over  the  history  of 
the  war  and  what  was  done  by  the  Grand  Army 
men,  while  I  hold  my  position  in  this  body  or 
any  other,  legislative  or  otherwise,  my  vote  and 
my  influence  will  at  all  times  be  given  to  per- 
petuate the  memory  of  their  deeds,  and  hold 
them  up  as  a  shining  example  for  future  genera- 
tions to  follow.  Now,  as  far  as  the  question  of 
"business"  is  concerned;  with  the  Grand  Army, 
as  I  read  the  history  of  the  country,  it  was  not 
business.  Men  were  forced  to  go  whether  they 
liked  it  or  not,  and  I  say  we  owe  them  something 
in  return  more  than  the  little  cheap  rental  of  a 
hall,  and  no  matter  what  it  costs,  because  it  has 
been  saturated  in  the  blood  of  these  men  years 
ago.  As  one  of  the  younger  men,  I  propose  to 
assist  the  measure  all  I  can,  and  I  hope  the  order 
will  pass  as  it  came  from  the  Common  Council. 
Aid.  Lee — It  seems  to  me  that  the  debate  upon 
this  order  has  taken  a  wide  range,  and  as  we 
have  heard  from  the  veterans  in  the  Board,  it 
appears  to  me  that  the  alderman  from  the  tenth 
district  would  have  been  better  off,  and  would 
not  have  drawn  out  all  the  fire  that  he  has,  and 
the  eloquence  of  the  veterans  who  have  spoken 
upon  this  question,  had  he  permitted  this  mat- 
ter, as  is  proposed  in  the  order,  to  have  been 
taken  from  the  files  and  been  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings.  That  would 
have  brought  it  exactly  to  the  very  officer  that 
he  desired  to  consider  this  matter,  viz.,  the 
superintendent  of  public  buildings,  who,  I  un- 
derstand, is  now  considering  what  action  he 
will  take  in  relation  to  the  militia  who  are  to  be 
turned  out  of  Boylston  Hall.  Therefore  it  seems 
to  me  that  the  good  judgment  of  this  Board 
would  refer  this  matter  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings,  and  let  them,  after  a  thorough 
investigation,  report  whether  the  necessity  ex-, 
ists  for  giving  that  building  to  the  militia,  or 
whether  it  would  not  be  better  that  the  Grand 
Army  posts  of  the  city  of  Boston  should  be  per- 
mitted to  occupy  the  old  Franklin  sclmolhouse. 
Being  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Armories, 
I  would  rather  have  the.  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  consider  that  point  and  report  back  to 
.  us.  Then  the  Board  will  be  better  equipped  to 
pass  upon  the  question  as  to  whether  the  city 
should  retain  the  old  Franklin  schoolhouse  for 
the  militia  or  lease  it  to  the  Grand  Army  posts 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  Therefore  I  am  in  favor 
of  taking  these  papers  from  the  files,  and  refer- 
ring them  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings. 


Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  only  want  to  say  one 
word  more  in  order  that  I  may  be  put  correct 
upon  this  question.  Making  political  capital 
out  of  this  simple  question  of  economy  is  the 
last  thing  I  thought  of.  My  position  in  the 
Grand  Army  is  so  safe  that  it  does  not  need  any 
defence  from  any  gentleman  in  this  Board,  I 
am  standing  up  in  defence  of  the  interest  of  the 
city  of  Boston.  I  am  not  here  to  defend  or  abuse 
either  the  Grand  Army  or  the-inilitia  of  the  city ; 
I  have  no  intention  to  do  so,  and  have  not 
thought  of  doing  so  from  the  first.  It  occurred 
to  me  that  this  whole  matter  ought  to  be  looked 
into  carefully  before  anything  was  done ;  that 
we  had  the  Grand  Army  and  the  militia  to  take 
care  of ;  that  we  had  this  building  and  that  we 
should  consider  carefully  how  we  could  get  the 
most  out  of  the  building.  I  have  offered  no 
order  here,  nor  made  any  suggestion  looking  to 
turning  any  Grand  Army  post  out  of  doors  into 
the  streets.  I  have  simply  asked  that  the  mat- 
ter might  be  held  in  abeyance,  for  a  short  time, 
a  week  or  more,  in  order  that  the  question  of 
economy  migbt  be  settled ;  in  order  that  the 
question  of  what  is  best  to  be  done  with  that 
building  might  be  determined.  There  is  no  ne- 
cessity for  this  buncombe  and  this  great  expres- 
sion of  sympathy  for  the  Grand  Army.  It  is  all 
buncombe  and  nonsense  and  does  not  come  into 
the  question  before  the  -Board.  I  do  not  care 
what  is  done  with  this  order,  whether  it  is 
passed  or  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings.  .  All  I  want,  is  time  enough  to  give 
the  committee  an  opportunity  to  investigate  it, 
and  report  what  is  best  to  be  done. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  do  not  believe  the  subject 
under  discussion  ought  to  require  any  member 
to  speak  as  often  as  I  have  spoken  on  this  ques- 
tion. But,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  a  member  of  this 
Board,  knowing  the  rights  I  am  entitled  to,  and 
respecting  the  rights  of  other  members,  I  will 
not  allow  any  member  of  this  Board  to  make 
statements  which  have  been  made  without  my 
answering  them.  When  the  gentleman  makes 
the  statement  that  any  opinion  I  have  expressed 
is  buncombe,  I  must  say  it  is  because  his  charac- 
ter or  ability  is  so  small  that  he  is  not  able  to 
appreciate  the  position  of  the  men  who  make 
the  statements.  When  it  comes  to  the  political 
question,  I  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  he  was 
the  first  man  who  referred  to  politics  or  charged 
that  there  was  anything  political  in  this  discus- 
sion. If  he  says  so,  because  the  soldiers  repre- 
sent the  political  party  to  which  he  belongs,  he 
never  was  so  mistaken  in  his  life,  because  I 
know,  and  if  he  does  not  know  he  can  easily  as- 
certain from  the  history  of  the  city  and  the 
State,  which  will  bear  me  out  in  what  I  have 
to  say,  what  part  those  with  whom  I  am 
pleased  to  associate  with  politically  bore 
in  the  unfortunate  war  between  the  North  and 
the  South.  So  far  as  the  gentleman  having  no 
defence  to  make,  he  places  himself  in  the  posi- 
tion of  a  client,  and  asks  somebody  to  plead  for 
him,  and  finding  nobody  he  pleads  for  himself. 
He  says  there  is  no  need  of  any  defence ;  but  by 
his  own  conversation  and  by  his  own  act,  he 
places  himself  in  the  position  of  a  client.  So  far 
as  the  question  of  economy  is  concerned  it  is  of 
that  same  parsimonious,  niggardly  kind  of 
economy  that  has  brought  upon  the  city  such 
expensive  results  during  the  nearly  two  years 
that  I  have  been  a  member  of  this  Board.  Now 
I  say  that  when  you  come  to  the  Grand  Army 
posts,  the  small,  mean  pittance  it  is  proposed  to 
give  them  in  the  form  of  their  rent  for  the  place 
in  which  to  hold  their  meeting,  when  you  ouject 
to  that  you  are  practising  a  parsimonious 
economy  that  will  react  upon  the  city,  and  make 
it  very  expensive  in  the  future. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

10.  Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
on  petition  of  John  A.  Andrew  Post  15,  G.  A.  R., 
and  order  that  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  author- 
ized to  execute,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the 
city,  a  lease  to  John  A.  Andrew  Post  15,  G.  A.  R., 
of  the  rooms  now  occupied  by  said  Post  15.  on 
the  second  floor  of  the  old  Franklin  School 
building  on  Washington  street,  for  a  term  of 
five  years,  from  July  1,  1S87,  at  an  annual  rental 
of  $1.  the  city  reserving  the  right  to  terminate 
said  lease  at  anytime  after  giving  three  months' 
notice  to  said  Post  15  of  its  intention  so  to  do. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question 
came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  don't  know  but  somebody 
wants  to  debate  this,  and  for  that  reason  I  move 
that  the  rule  forbidding  debate  on  a  motion  to 
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lay  on  the  table  be  suspended,  in  order  that  I 
may  move  to  lay  on  the  table  and  that  mem- 
bers who  wish  to  debate  it  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  do  so.  I  think  the  same  remarks  are 
applicable  to  this  order  that  were  made  on  the 
other  one,  and  very  much  more  so,  for  this  is  an 
order  to  make  a  lease.  The  Grand  Army  have 
the  building  until  July,  so  there  is  no  necessity 
for  hurry  In  this  matter.  They  can  remain  there 
until  July  in  any  event,  and  it  seems  to  me  that 
pending  a  decision  of  the  matter  this  order 
might  as  well  lie  on  the  table,  which  will  be  no 
injury  to  the  post  or  anybody  else.  I  do  not 
want  to  make  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  in 
order  to  cut  off  debate,  and  if  anybody  wants  to 
debate  the  question  I  will  withhold  the  motion 
until  he  gets  through.  I  thought  it  would  be  in 
order  to  move  to  suspend  the  rule,  in  order  that 
gentlemen  might  have  an  opportunity  to  debate 
the  matter. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  have  no  desire  to  debate  the 
question  any  more  than  to  reiterate  what  I  said 
upon  the  previous  motion,  which  is  identically 
the  same  with  this  one,  I  am  afraid  the  gentle- 
man who  has  just  taken  his  seat  takes  advan- 
tage of  every  opportunity  to  postpone  and  not  to 
assist.  It  seems  to  me  that  if  the  gentleman  is 
sincere  in  what  he  says,  he  will  see  by  the  order 
itself  that  the  lease  can  be  terminated  in  three 
months,  if  it  was  found  that  the  city's  interest 
required  that  the  building  should  be  taken. 
Now  I  say  that  it  is  a  small  matter  and  I  see 
no  reason  why  the  order  should  not  be  put 
through,  because  under  the  order  the  lease  can 
be  terminated  in  three  months.  Therefore  I 
hope  the  order  will  be  acted  upon  today. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  am  perfectly  sincere  in 
this  matter.  I  have  no  object  whatever  except 
to  give  the  Committee  on  Armories  an  oppor- 
tunity to  investigate  and  see  what  is  best  to  do. 
I  have  no  disposition  to  antagonize  the  Grand 
Army  posts  or  the  militia.  It  is  three  months 
before  this  order  will  take  effect,  and  it  seems 
to  me  to  be  folly  to  re-lease  that  property  for 
five  years  before  we  have  an  opportunity  to  de- 
cide what  is  best  to  do  with  it.  The  order  can 
just  as  well  be  laid  on  the  table  for  a  couple  of 
weeks  and  it  can  be  taken  up  at  any  time.  I 
offer  that  motion  in  perfect  good  faith  and  I 
move  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Aid.  Capen  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost,  yeas  4, 
nays  8 : 

Yeas -Aid.  Allen,  Haynes,  N.  G.  Smith,  C.  W. 
Smith— 1. 

Nays— Aid.  Bromwich,  Capen,  Carroll,  Dono- 
van, Lee,  Maguire,  McLaughlin,  Sullivan— 8. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence.  Aid. 
Capen  moved  to  reconsider  hoping  it  would  not 
prevail.    Lost. 

Miscellaneous. 

11.  Order  that  the  city  auditor  be  authorized 
to  allow  the  payment  of  .1f20  to  Joseph  O'Kane 
for  services  rendered  the  Committee  on  Elec- 
tions of  the  Common  Council,  in  examining  the 
files  of  said  Council  for  the  past  64  years,  and 
obtaining  therefrom  certain  papers  required  by 
said  committee  in  the  preparation  of  the  volume 
of  Controverted  Elections,  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  printing. 

Passed  in  concurrence, 

12.  Order  that  the  city  engineer  in  charge  of 
the  Improved  Sewerage  be  directed  to  place  in 
its  former  condition  the  passageway  from 
Northampton  to  Camden  street,  known  as 
Northampton  place,  which  was  rendered  unfit 
for  travel  by  the  agents  of  the  committee  in  the 
construction  of  said  sewer ;  the  expense  incurred 
to  be  charged  to  Improved  Sewerage. 

Aid.  Carroll — I  desire  to  inquire  if  that 
comes  from  any  committee? 

The  Chairman— It  does  not. 

The  order  was  referred  on  motion  of  Aid. 
Carroll  to  the  Committee  on  Improved  Sewer- 
age. 

13.  Order  that  the  superintendent  of  public 
buildings  be  directed  to  place  a  suitable  bronze 
tablet  on  the  School-street  fence  of  City  Hall  to 
mark  the  site  of  the  first  public  Latin  school 
established  in  Boston,  the  expense  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  public  buildings. 

Passed  in  concurrence. 

14.  Order  that  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners he  requested  to  report  what  will  he  the 
expense  of  widening  Beacon  street  on  the  north- 
erly side  to  a  line  at  the  southerly  portion  of  the 
swelled  or  circular  fronts  of  the  houses  between 


Somerset  street  and  Bowdoin  street,  and  to  said 
line  extended  from  Bowdoin  street  to  Mount 
Vernon  steeet,  and  to  a  line  at  the  southerly 
portion  of  the  wall  of  the  main  building  of  the 
Congregational  houses  extended  from  Somerset 
street  to  Treinont  street. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

CONFIRMATION  OF    EXECUTIVE    APPOINTMENTS. 

Under  unfinished  business,  the  Board  took  up 
the  following,  viz : 

Appointments  of  the  mayor: 

To  be  superintendent  of  hay  scales:  North 
scales,  Charles  J.  Kidney ;  South  scales,  Levi 
Chadbourne;  South  Boston  scales,  John  M. 
Johnson;  East  Boston  scales,  Ebenezer 
Hodge ;  Roxburv  scales,  Andrew  W.  Newman ; 
Brighton  scales,  Benjamin  F.  Paine ;  West  Rox- 
bury  scales,  George  A.  Newhall,  George  James, 
Levi  P.  Dudley. 

To  be  surveyor  of  marble,  freestone,  and  soap- 
stone,  William  H.  Cary. 

To  be  weighers  of  coal,  James  P.  Stewart,  Ar- 
ternus  W.  Murphy. 

To  be  inspector  of  petroleum  and  coal  oils,  N. 
Porter  Cleaves. 

To  be  a  measurer  of  grain,  Charles  M.  Paine. 

The  question  was  on  confirmation.  It  was 
voted,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Allen,  that  the  question 
be  taken  on  all  the  appointments  on  one   ballot. 

Committee— Aid.  Allen,  C.  W.  Smith. 

Whole  number  of  ballots,  9;  yes  9,  no  0:  and 
the  appointments  were  confirmed. 

BOYLSTON  HALL. 

Aid.  Allen  presented  the  following: 

Office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Pub-  ( 
Lie  Buildings,  April  25, 1887.  J 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  following 
notice  from  the  superintendent  of  the  Boylston 
Market  Association,  viz. : 

"Boston,  April  19, 1887. 
James  C.  Tucker,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir, — It  is  the  intention  of  the  association 
to  tear  down  the  market  building  some  time 
this  summer,  probably  soon  after  the  1st  of 
July.  I  have  notified  the  captains  of  companies 
to  that  effect. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Hobart  Moore,  Sup't." 

As  this  notice  deprives  four  companies  of  their 
armories,  I  communicate  the  same  to  your  Hon- 
orable Board  for  instructions. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

James  C.  Tucker, 
Sup't  Public  Buildings. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Armories. 
bond  approved. 

The  bond  of  John  Kenny,  as  chief  weigher 
and  inspector  of  vessels  and  ballast,  in  the  sum 
of  $1000,  with  Timothy  O'Connell  and  Patrick 
Bergen  as  sureties  was  received,  duly  certified 
as  correct  in  form  by  the  corporation  counsel. 

The  bond  was  approved  by  the  Board. 
cattle  commissoners. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Cattle  Commis- 
sioners that  on  April  25th  the  time  will  expire 
in  which  to  guard  against  contagious  cattle  dis- 
ease by  the  movement  of  cattle  except  for 
slaughter.    Placed  on  file. 

steam  engines. 

Aid.  Haynes  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines,  recommending 
that  licenses  be  granted  as  follows: 

Globe  Newspaper  Company,  to  erect  and  use  a 
series  of  150  aggregate  horse  power  at  Nos.  240- 
244  Washington  street. 

Littlehale  Bros.,  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary 
steam  engine  of  10-horse  power  at  G18-626  Harri- 
son avenue. 

Also  reports  recommending  that  leave  be 
granted  as  follows: 

W.  H.  Swift,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler  of 
eight-horse  power,  for  heating  purposes,  at  Boyl- 
ston avenue. 

C.  E.  Brown,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler 
of  eight-horse  power,  for  heating  purposes,  at 
Wyman  street,  near  Centre  street,  Ward  23. 

Albion  Knowlton  et  al.,  to  locate  and  use  two 
steam  boilers  of  eight-horse  power  each,  for 
heating  purposes,  at  228-230  Huntington  avenue. 

Albion  Knowlton,  to  locate  and  use  five  steam 
boilers  of  eight-horse  power  each,  for  heating 
purposes.at  207-209  and  212-214 and 216  Westches- 
ter Park. 
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J.  W.  Neal,  to  erect  and  use  a  steam  boiler  of 
12-horse  nower,  for  laundry  purposes,  at  22 
Waltham  street. 

Reports  severally  accepted  and  leave  granted 
on  the  usual  conditions. 

SETTLEMENT  OF  CLAIMS  AGAINST  THE  CITY. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Claims  respectfully  report 
the  follow  list  of  claims  against  the  city  that 
have  been  settled  upon  their  recommendation 
during  the  months  of  January,  February  and 
March  of  the  present  year: 

Same.  Nature  of  claim.  Amount. 

MaryH.  Buckley Execution g250  25 

Ann'  Murphy Execution 176  36 

Lizzie  Dohefty Damage  to  property 50  00 

Cremora  F.  McCarthy.  .Execution 50  25 

Hannah  Kearns Refund  of  liquor  license 

fee 75  00 

Charles  A.  King Damage  to  property 300  00 

Timothy  Murphy Injury  to  horse 100  00 

Margaret  Daley Personal  injuries 100  00 

John  Hartman Damage  to  property 100  00 

J.  E.  Kinney,  M.D Damage  to  sleigh 75  00 

Catherine  Dooley Execution 169  17 

Thomas  Taylor Execution 250  25 

John  F.  Ke'lley Personal  injuries 200  00 

McGaragle  <t  Co Extra  work  on  Q-street 

primary  schoolhouse. .-.  424  85 

Martin  F.  Lennon Personal  injuries 150  00 

Joanna  E.  Merrigan Personal  injuries 100  00 

Annie  S.  Concaunon Personal  injuries 100  00 

Elise  J.  Thompson Execution 100  25 

Mary  McMahon Kef  una  of  liquor  license 

fee 75  00 

Charles  T.  Brooks Damage  to  property 75  00 

Franklin  Woodsitle Personal  injuries 100  00 

Report  accepted.    Sent  down. 

CLAIMS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  reports  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Claims,  recommending  that  the  petition- 
ers have  leave  to  withdraw  upon  the  following 
petitions : 

James  P.  Dwyer,  for  compensation  for  injury 
to  his  horse,  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Co- 
lumbus avenue,  Feb.  7, 1887. 

James  Johnston,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  his  horse  by  reason  of  an  alleged  defect  in 
Greenwood  avenue,  Aug.  8,  1886. 

Stephen  A.  Myrick,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  his  horse  by  reason  of  an  alleged  defect  in 
Saratoga  street,  East  Boston,  Dec.  24,  1886. 

Patrick  McLaughlin,  for  compensation  for 
personal  injuries  received  by  reason  of  an  alleged 
defect  in  Salem  street,  Jan.  8. 1887. 

Reports  severally  accepted.    Sent  down. 

Also  a  report  recommending  that  James  Mc- 
Laughlin have  leave  to  withdraw,  on  account  of 
failure  to  notify  the  city  of  his  claim,  upon  his 
petition  for  compensation  for  injuries  to  his 
horse,  occasioned  by  a  defective  sewer  grating 
at  corner  of  Washington  and  River  streets,  Dor- 
chester, Aug.  2,  1886. 

Report  accepted.    Sent  down. 

SEWERS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Sewers  (Aid.) : 

Preambles  and  orders  for  the  construction  of 
common  sewers,  as  follows : 

In  Fairfax  street,  for  200  feet,  more  or  less, 
from  end  of  existing  sewer. 

In  Foster  street,  between  Surry  street  and 
"Washington  street. 

In  Maverick  street,  from  Lainson  street  to 
Cottage  street. 

In  Minot  street,  between  Sheridan  and  Adams 
streets. 

In  Boston  street,  between  Washburn  and  Mt. 
Vernon  streets. 

In  Sycamore  street,  between  Ashland  and 
Hawthorn  streets. 

In  Montrose  avenue,  Ward  21  (extension  of  ex- 
isting sewer). 

Severally  passed. 

Order  of  notice  that  the  Board  will  on  Monday 
next,  at  4  P.  M.,  take  into  consideration  the  ex- 
pediency of  constructing  a  common  sewer  in 
Winter  street,  Dorchester  District. 

Passed. 

Also  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Sewers,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  George  D.  Welles  for  the 
apportionment  of  the  sewer  assessments  levied 
on  his  estates  for  sewers  in  Harley,  Ocean,  Al- 
ban  and  Carlisle  streets,  and  Welles  avenue, 
having  considered  the  same,  respectfully  re- 
commend the  passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  amounts  specified  in  the 


schedule  hereto  annexed,  which  were  assessed 
upon  the  estates  of  George  D.  Welles  for  sewers 
in  Harley,  Ocean,  Alban  and  Carlisle  streets, 
and  in  Welles  avenue,  Ward  25,  be  and  are  here- 
by severally  apportioned  and  made  payable  in 
three  equal  parts,  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  Chapter  50,  Section  25,  of  the  Public 
Statutes. 
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Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Paving,  recommending  that  a 
license  be  granted  as  follows : 

J.  V.  Bancroft,  to  sprinkle  certain  streets. 

Report  accepted  and  said  license  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 

Also  reports  recommending  that  leave  be 
granted  on  the  usual  conditions,  as  follows : 

H.  S.  Angus,  to  move  a  wooden  building  from 
Foster  court,  corner  Washington  street,  to  Ar- 
lington place,  off  Arlington  street,  Ward  25. 

John  Cavanagh  &  Son,  to  move  a  wooden 
building  from  6  Brighton  avenue  to  the  Cam- 
bridge line. 

A.  M.  Richards,  to  move  a  wooden  building 
through  Dudley  street. 

W.  R.  Cavanagh,  to  move  a  wooden  building 
through  Dorchester  avenue. 

Reports  accepted,  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

Also  reports,  recommending  that  the  petition- 
ers have  leave  to  withdraw  upon  the  following 
petitions : 

L.  P.  Hollander  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  erect  two 
posts  in  front  of  82  and  83  Boylston  street,  for 
support  of  a  storm  screen. 

Timothy  McCarthy,  for  license  to  sprinkle  cer- 
tain streets. 

Reports  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  .§3600  be  paid  to  John 
O.  Shaw,  Samuel  G.  Shaw  and  Elizabeth  S.  Mel- 
ville, for  grade  damages  to  their  estate,  by  the 
raising  of  the  grade  of  Beacon  street,  the  same 
to  be  charged  to  the  special  appropriation  for 
Beacon  street  and  Brookline  avenue. 

Passed  imder  suspension  of  the  rale. 

Ordered,  That  a  permit  be  granted  to  erect  a 
stand-pipe  for  salt  water,  at  the  corner  of  West 
Chester  park  and  Beacon  street,  to  W.  T.  Emery 
&  Co.,  the  same  to  be  done  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  superintendent  of  streets. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Ordered,  That  the  edgestone  assessment  of 
§5.18.  levied  March  17,  1887.  against  the  estate  of 
Margaret  J.  and  James  D.  Fitzgerald,  minors, 
on  B  street,  rear  of  276  Dorchester  avenue,  Ward 
13,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  abated  on  account 
of  inability  to  pay. 

Passed,  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
be  authorized  to  pave  the  sidewalk    with  brick, 
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on  the  northwesterly  side  of  Roxbury  street,  be- 
tween Shawmut  avenue  and  Gay  street,  one 
half  the  expense  of  same  to  be  assessed  on  the 
owners  of  the  abutting-  estates. 

Passed,  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Reports  and  orders  for  edgestones  and  brick 
sidewalks  in  front  of  the  following  estates : 

J.  N.  Thompson,  3  to  15  inclusive,  Durham 
street. 

Julia  Hartnett,  N  street,  corner  Seventh 
street. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order  for  edg-estones  in  front  of 
estate  of  Christopher  Blake  on  the  westerly  side 
of  Winthrop  street  extension,  corner  Blue  Hill 
avenue. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

Reports  and  order  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front 
of  the  following  estates: 

Frank  W.  Low,  10  JJaJe  street. 

Martin  Trautman,  6  and  8  Dale  street. 

Reports  accepted ;  orders  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

Report  on  the  order,  that  the  superintendent 
of  streets  be  requested  to  macadamize  Norfolk 
street,  Dorchester,  and  set  edgestones  for  side- 
walks therein  from  Washington  street  to  Lauriat 
avenue— That  the  order  be  passed. 

Report  accepted ;  said  order  passed  under  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

PROJECTION  OF  FLAG. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Police,  recommending  that  leave 
be  granted  the  St.  James  Young  Men's  Temper- 
ance Society  to  project  a  flag  on  a  pole  from  the 
second  story  of  No.  40  Kneeland  street  until 
May  1.  1887. 

Report  accepted,  and  it  was  voted  that  leave 
be  granted  on  the  usual  conditions. 

WATERING  MACADAMIZED  STREETS. 

Aid.  Magutre  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

The  Committee  on  Paving,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred an  order  that  the  superintendent  of 
streets  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum  of  money 
not  exceeding  $2000,  for  watering  the  principal 
macadamized  streets  of  the  city,  for  the  purpose 
of  preserving  the  roadbeds,  the  amount  thus  ex- 
pended to  be  paid  from  the  unexpended  balance 
of  the  Liquor  License  Fund,  recommend  that  the 
order  be  passed. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  was 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

The  Chairman— Aid.  Maguire  moves  that  the 
Joint  Rules  be  suspended  so  that  this  order  may 
be  considered  at  this  time. 

It  was  voted  to  suspend  the  Joint  Rules,  and 
the  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order  to 
expend  $2000. 

Aid.  Carroll— Is  it  in  order  to  amend  that 
order  and  make  the  amount  $10,000  instead  of 

$2000. 

The  Chairman— It  is. 

Aid.  Carroll— And  will  not  affect  the  Appro- 
priation bill  in  any  way  whatever? 

The  Chairman— No,  sir. 

Aid.  Carroll— Then,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  hope 
that  the  superintendent  of  streets  will  have 
money  enough  to  do  justice  to  all  sections  of  the 
city.  With  only  $2000  I  think  it  requires  no  elo- 
quence or  strong  language  on  my  part  to  con- 
vince any  member  of  this  Board  that  if  you  put 
in  an  order  for  only  $2000  the  streets  that  will 
be  benefited  are  the  driveways  for  pleasure, 
whore  the  residents  do  not  need  it.  But  the 
people  in  the  section  where  I  live,  and  in  other 
sections,  do  not  have  the  benefit  of  the  watering 
cart  at  the  public  expense  and  are  not  able  to 
pay  for  it  themselves.  Now.  if  the  gentleman 
who  offered  the  order,  and  the  committee  who 
report  in  favor  of  it,  are  sincere  in  desiring  the 
passage  of  the  order  and  giving  the  people  the 
benefit  of  it,  let  them  support  an  amendment  so 
that  the  superintendent  of  streets  will  have 
money  enough  to  give  some  benefit  to  localities 
which  will  not  receive  any  benefit  if  only  $2000 
are  authorized  to  be  expended. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  was  wrong  in  say- 
ing; that  whatever  amount  is  put  into  this  order 
wnl  not  affect  the  Appropriation  bill,  as  I  have 
been  informed  by  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Appropriations  that  it  will  have  such 
effect. 

Aid.  Carroll— Then  I  withdraw  the  amend- 


ment and  move  to  indefinitely  postpone  the 
order. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  hone  that  motion  will  not 
pass,    That  $2000— 

The  Chairman— Does  the  alderman  object  to 
the  withdrawal  of  the  amendment? 

Aid.  Maguire— No,  sir. 

The  Chairman — No  objection  being  made  the 
amendment  is  withdrawn.  The  question  is  now 
upon  the  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  hope  that  motion  will  not 
pass,  because  we  led  the  superintendent  to  be- 
lieve that  the  order  would  be  passed,  because— 

Aid.  Carroll— You  did? 

Aid.  Maguire— Yes,  sir;  because  from  what 
the  alderman  from  South  Boston  and  others 
said  we  supposed  that  they  would  be  in  favor  of 
it,  and  the  superintendent  has  been  sprinkling 
streets  in  the  expectation  that  he  will  get  this 
money. 

Aid.  Allen— That  is  the  reason  he  will  not 
get  it. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  understood  the  alderman  who 
offered  that  order  to  say  that  that  money  would 
be  used  before  the  1st  of  May.  From  the  tem- 
per of  the  Board  and  the  conversation  I  have 
with  the  alderman  from  South  Boston  and  all 
the  rest  of  them,  that  they  would  be  in  favor  of 
giving  him  that  amount  of  money,  if  not  more, 
and  the  arrangements  have  been  made  accor- 
dingly. Now  the  alderman  comes  in  here  and 
offers  a  motion  to  make  the  sum  $10,000,  and 
then  withdraws  it  because  it  will  interfere  with 
the  Appropriation  bill.  I  hope  the  order  will 
pass. 

Aid.  Bromwich— When  the  committee  met 
they  thought  it  was  a  short  time  in  which  to 
use  up  the  $2000,  but  it  was  so  strenuously  advo- 
cated at  our  last  meeting  that  it  was  necessary 
to  use  it,  that  we  thought  perhaps  it  would  be 
just  as  well  for  the  Paving  Department  to  have 
the  money,  as  the  estimate  for  that  purpose  for 
next  year  is  so  small.  I  hope  the  Appropriation 
Committee  have  been  liberal  enough  to  help  us, 
so  that  we  shall  not  need  to  come  here  for  much 
more  money  for  watering  streets  in  the  ensuing 
year.  I  have  ascertained  that  this  amount 
would  have  to  be  provided  for  or  taken  from  the 
revenue  turned  into  the  appropriation  for  the 
coming  year,  and  therefore  it  mav have  changed 
somewhat  the  views  of  the  committee  in  the 
report  which  they  intended  to  make,  and  for 
that  reason  I  think  the  indefinite  postponement 
of  the  order  will  perhaps  be  best.  As  there  are 
only  five  more  days,  and  as  there  are  only  four 
days  in  which  they  can  work,  I  think  it  will  be 
a  hard  tiling  to  spend  even  $2000  in  that  time. 

The  Chairman — The  Chair  desires  to  inform 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Paving  that 
this  order  will  require  concurrent  action  by  a 
two-thirds  vote,  and  that  it  will  be  Saturday 
before  the  order  can  reach  His  Honor  the 
Mayor. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  was  about  to  say  just  what 
the  Chair  has  informed  the  Board,  and  the  Chair 
has  effectually  stolen  my  speech.  I  was  just 
about  to  state  the  condition  of  things,  when  the 
Chair  gave  the  exact  information  to  the  Board 
which  I  was  about  to  give  myself.  Mr.  Chair- 
man, you  and  the  other  members  of  tho  Board 
know,  without  violating  the  secrets  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations,  that  we  have  been 
striving  strenuously  to  give  the  Paving  Depart- 
ment more  money  with  which  to  do  more  work ; 
and  when  you  consider  that  this  work  has  been 
going  on,  because  two  or  three_  members  of  the 
committee  say  it  has  gone  on,  it  puts  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Board  in  a  bad  way,  because  the 
order  requires  concurrent  action.  But  for  just 
$2000  you  would  only  put  1000  men  to  work  for 
one  day,  and  it  is  impossible  to  do  anything 
under  this  order;  and  under  those  circumstances 
I  think  the  members  of  the  committee  will  see 
that  it  is  entirely  wrong.  I  am  in  favor  of  an 
appropriation  for  watering  the  streets  for  a  whole 
year,  and  that  is  the  way  I  understood  the  mo- 
tion to  be.  But  we  all  know  that  if  a  $2000  order 
is  passed  only  a  particular  section  of  the  city 
will  get  the  benefit  of  it,  and  other  sections  will 
be  left  to  suffer.  I  think  the  best  way  to  do  is 
to  indefinitely  postpone  the  whole  matter. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— When  I  introduced  this 
order  I  thought  it  would  bo  proper  to  pass  it  at 
that  time.  My  idea  was  that  the  money  would 
be  expended  before  the  end  of  the  present 
financial  year.  But  so  much  time  has  elapsed, 
and  the  time  is  short,  that  I  think  the  best  way 
is  to  indefinitely  postpone  the  whole  matter.and 
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depend  upon  the  appropriation  for  next  year  to 
take  care  of  our  streets. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— I  desire  to  say  only  a  few 
words.  I  am  in  favor  of  indefinitely  postponing 
this  order.  But  I  desire  to  differ  with  the  alder- 
man on  my  right,  who  said  that  as  the  superin- 
tendent of  streets  is  now  watering  streets  it  will 
put  the  members  of  this  Board  in  a  bad  way.  I 
differ  with  him.  In  the  eyes  of  the  Committee 
on  Paving  he  may  think  you  are  no  good.  But  I 
think  it  had  better  be  left  in  their  hands. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  wish  you  would. 

The  order  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

Aid.  Allen— I  ask  that  the  rule  be  suspended 
that  I  may  offer  an  order. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  Aid.  Allen  offered 
an  order — That  the  Committee  on  Paving,  on 
the  part  of  this  Board,  report  whether  the  su- 
perintendent of  streets  has  violated  the  ordi- 
nances by  expending  money  for  any  purpose 
in  anticipation  of  the  appropriation. 

Aid.  Allen— I  move  to  refer  that  order  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary 
to  refer  it  to  any  committee  at  all,  as  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving  can  tell  you  now  that  the  su- 
perintendent of  streets  is  not  doing  so,  and  has 
not  done  so.  He  is  not  watering  streets.  Our 
pepole  are  watering  streets  and  the  abutters  are 
paying  for  the  work.  If  the  alderman  opposite 
understood  from  any  member  of  the  committee 
or  the  Board  that  the  superintendent  of  streets 
or  the  city  was  paying  for  any  watering  of  the 
streets,  he  understood  wrongly.  There  has  not 
been  a  cent  spent  by  the  city  of  Boston  for  wa- 
tering streets.  But  after  granting  the  permits  to 
the  watering  men  to  water  certain  districts,  all 
they  have  been  doing  has  been  at  their  own  risk 
and  by  collecting  subscriptions  from  the  abut- 
ters. I  think  the  order  would  not  have  been 
offered  if  the  alderman  had  understood  the  mat- 
ter. It  is  giving  us  more  work.  Oui  work  is 
very  heavy  up  there,  and  I  do  not  think  we  need 
another  order  of  that  kind,  because  we  can  re- 
port to  the  Board  in  a  few  minutes. 

Aid.  Allen— I  understood  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Paving  to  say  a  few  minutes  ago 
that  the  superintendent  of  streets,  in  anticipa- 
tion of  this  order  being  passed,  had  been  water- 
ing the  streets. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  would  state  that  he  was 
making  arrangements  in  anticipation  of  getting 
this  money.    I  did  not  say  he  was  spending  it, 

Aid.  Allen — In  view  of  that  statement  I  with- 
draw the  order.  I  put  in  the  order  because  the 
gentleman  said  in  plain  terms  that  that  money 
was  being  expended  in  anticipation  of  this  order 
being  passed.  But,  in  view  of  the  later  state- 
ment of  the  alderman,  I  withdraw  the  order. 

PAYMENT  OF  SALARIES  AUTHORIZED. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  a  report  from  the  com- 
mittee on  finance  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  be  authorized 
to  allow  for  payment  and  the  city  treasurer  to 
pay  the  salaries  and  wages  payable  from  the 
treasury,  and  charge  the  same  against  the  ap- 
propriations for  the  year  1887-8  for  the  several 
departments  when  made. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

TABLET  FOR  HUGH    O'BRIEN  SCHOOL. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings: 

The  committee  on  public  buildings,  to  whom 
was  referred  by  the  Common  Council  the  re- 
quest of  the  School  Committee  for  a  tablet  for 
the  Hugh  O'Brien  school,  respectfully  recom- 
mend reference  of  the  request  to  the  city  archi- 
tect. 

Report  accepted  and  referred  accordingly. 
Sent  down. 

MASTER'S     ROOM    AND     LIBRARY     IN     CHARLES- 
TOWN    HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  on  the  request  of  the 
School  Committee  for  accommodations  in  the 
Charlestown  High  schoolhouse  for  a  master's 
room  and  a  library,  recommending  reference  of 
the  request  to  the  superintendent  of  public 
buildings. 

Report  accepted  and  request  referred  accord- 
ingly.   Sent  down. 

PROTECTION  OF  TREES  FOR    THE  COMMON. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  a  report  from  the  Joint 


Standing  Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  order  requesting  the  mayor  to 
oppose  any  legislation  tending  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  irees  on  the  Common— That  the 
order  ought  not  to  pass. 

Minority  Report. 
The  undersigned  respectfully  dissent  from  the 
foregoing  recommendation  of  the  majority  of 
the  committee,  believing  that  any  legislation 
that  tends  to  the  destruction  of  the  trees  on  the 
Common  should  be  strenuously  opposed  by  the 
City  Council.  The  trees  constitute  the  princi- 
pal attraction  of  the  Common,  as  well  as  the 
most  important  element  of  its  permanence  as  a 
public  ground,  and  its  very  existence  would  be 
endangered  if  the  trees  were  allowed  to  be  mu- 
tilated or  removed.  They  have  been  the  source 
of  pleasure  and  comfort  to  all  classes  of  our  citi- 
zens from  time  immemorial,  and  their  destruc- 
tion could  never  be  too  deeply  deplored.  The 
act  once  committed,  the  trees  cannot  be  re- 
stored in  their  beauty  and  grandeur  in  the  pres- 
ent generation,  and  while  we  would  be  deprived 
of  the  shelter  and  pleasure  they  afford,  our  de- 
scendants would  be  deprived  of  one  of  the 
prime  reasons  for  pieserving  Boston  Common 
entire  and  intact,  and  any  measure  should  be 
discountenanced  that  threatens  the  integrity  of 
this  attractive  public  ground  which  our  citizens 
have  so  long  and  so  jealousy  guarded.  The  un- 
dersigned consider  that  the  legislation  asked 
for  at  the  present  time,  tending  to  destroy  these 
trees,  should  be  opposed  by  the  City  Council, 
and  they  accordingly  report  that  the  order 
ought  to  pass. 

Andreas  Blume, 
Nathaniel  W.  Ladd. 

The  majority  report  was  accepted.  Sent  down. 
planting  of  trees. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Common: 

The  Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  on  the  part 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  order  for  the  superintendent  of  Com- 
mon to  plant  trees  on  the  30th  inst.,  having  con- 
sidered the  subject,  respectfully  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  order  in  the  following  new 
draft : 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  Com- 
mon be  hereby  authorized  to  expend,  during 
the  present  year  from  the  fund  bequeathed 
to  the  city,  known  as  the  "Tudor  bequest," 
the  sum  of  S200  in  planting  trees,  in  accor- 
dance with  the  terms  of  said  bequest,  such 
planting  to  be  done,  so  far  as  practicable,  on  the 
30th  instant,  known  as  "Arbor  day." 

Report  accepted.  The  rule  was  suspended  and 
the  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith — I  would  inquire  what  the 
terms  of  the  will  are  under  which  the  money  is 
to  be  spent? 

Aid.  Allen— This  money  was  left  by  Mrs. 
Fenno  Tudor,  so  that  S500  might  be  expended 
by  the  city  in  setting  out  trees  of  some  particu- 
lar kind,— what  kind  I  do  not  quite  remember, — 
and  I  think,  although  I  am  not  quite  positive, 
they  were  restricted  to  be  set  out  upon  the 
Common.  The  committee  conferred  with  the 
superintendent  of  Common.  He  has  already 
made  his  arrangements  for  the  purpose,  and 
already  purchased  quite  a  number  of  trees  to  be 
set  out  under  that  order,  and  the  ground  is  to 
be  prepared  so  that  the  trees  may  be  planted  on 
Arbor  day.  Further  than  that  the  superinten- 
dent has  also  arranged  to  set  out  certain  trees, 
at  which  he  will  invite  His  Honor  the  Mayor 
and  His  Excellency  the  Governor  to  assist ;  and 
we  have  just  passed  an  order  by  which  the 
young  men  of  the  Allston  High  School,  under 
the  direction  of  the  superintendent  of  Common 
and  the  alderman  from  that  district,  may  plant 
trees  on  Arbor  day.  The  commiltee  are  of 
opinion  that  sufficient  arrangements  have  been 
made  for  the  planting  of  trees  on  Arbor  day, 
and  are  very  glad  to  report  as  they  have. 

Aid.  Capen — I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man if  the  superintendent  has  spent  the  money 
for  these  trees  in  anticipat  ion  ■  the  passage  of 
this  order? 

Aid.  Allen— I  will  say  in  answer  to  that  ques- 
tion that  an  order  was  passed  last  year  by  which 
the  superintendent  might  spend  $200  during  the 
present  year,  and  that  year  does  not  end  until 
the  1st  day  of  May.  Whatever  he  may  have 
done  in  that  direction  is  covered  by  the  order  of 
last  year. 
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Aid.  Capen— Does  the  gentleman  know  that 
the  superintendent  has  spent  any  more  or  less 
than  $200. 

Aid.  Allen— The  chairman  of  the  committee 
knows  that  the  superintendent  has  spent  con- 
siderably less  than  $200. 

Aid.  Capen— Then  there  is  none  of  this  money 
spent? 

Aid.  Allen— The  trees  have  been  purchased, 
but  have  been  paid  for  from  the  money  appro- 
priated last  year. 

Aid.  Bbomwich— Do  I  understand  that  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  are  going  to  be  invited  to 
plant  a  tree  in  each  of  their  districts? 

Aid.  Allen— I  do  not  know  that  the  gentle- 
man on  the  other  side  of  the  chamber  under- 
stood that  I  made  any  such  statement. 

Aid.  Bromwich— No,  but  I  hope  it  will  be  at- 
tached to  that  order  that  each  of  the  aldermen 
be  invited  to  plant  a  tree  on  Arbor  day  in  their 
respective  districts,  and  that  the  superintendent 
furnish  the  tree.  I  hope  I  shall  get  one  for  my 
district  and  that  the  tree  will  be  furnished  for 
that  occasion. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  will  rule  that  the 
motion  is  not  germane  to  the  question  before 
the  house. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Aid.  Allen  also  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Common  (Aid.),  recommending 
that  leave  be  granted  the  pupils  of  the  Allston 
School  to  plant  trees  under  the  direction  of  the 
superintendent  of  Common. 

Report  accepted,  and  it  was  voted  that  leave 
be  granted  accordingly. 

STABLES. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health  (Aid.),  recommending  that 
leave  be  granted  to  occupy  stables  on  the  usual 
conditions,  as  follows: 

Charles  Head,  proposed  brick,  five  horses,  rear 
No.  412  Beacon  street,  Ward  11. 

Simeon  Walts,  proposed  wooden,  one  horse, 
Union  street,  near  Lexington  avenue,  Ward  25. 

A.  B.  Caswell,  proposed  wooden,  30  horses,  Dor- 
chester avenue,  near  Bay  street,  Ward  24. 

Henry  B.  Dennison,  new  brick,  four  horses, 
Townsend  street,  Ward  21. 

Reports  severally  accepted  and  leave  granted 
on  the  usual  conditions. 

RAILROADS. 

Aid.  Capen  submitted  the  following  reports 
from  the  Committee  on  Railroads : 

The  Committee  on  Railroads,  to  whom  were 
referred  as  unfinished  business  of  last  year,  the 
petition,  with  majority  and  minority  reports 
thereon,  of  the  South  Boston  Railroad  Company, 
for  a  location  for  a  single  track,  in  Broadway, 
from  Harrison  avenue  to  Washington  street, 
and  for  the  right  to  enter  upon  and  use  the 
tracks  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company 
on  Washington  street,  between  Broadway  and 
Beach  street ;  also  the  petition  of  Edward  W. 
Johnson  and  5999  others,  the  petition  of  Patrick 
A.  Collins  and  3999  others,  and  the  petition  of  H. 
P.  Kennedy  and  79  others,  in  aid  of  the  same, 
having  considered  the  subject,  respectfully 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  order  of  location 
accompanying  the  report  of  the  majority  of  the 
committee  of  last  year. 

The  order  is  as  follows : 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  rights  hereto- 
fore granted  the  South  Boston  Railroad  Com- 
pany to  lay  down  tracks  in  the  streets  of  the  city 
of  Boston,  said  company  shall  have  the  right  to 
lay  down  a  single  track  in  West  Broadway,  from 
Harrison  avenue  to  Washington  street,  connect- 
ing with  the  tracks  of  said  company  already 
laid  in  West  Broadway,  also  the  right  to  lay  a 
curved  track  at  the  corner  of  West  Broadway 
and  Washington  street;  to  connect  with  tracks 
of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  in  Wash- 
ington street;  also  the  right  to  enter  upon  and 
use  the  tracks  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company,  on  Washington  street,  between  West 
Broadway  and  Beach  street,  said  tracks  and 
turnouts  being  shown  by  red  lines  on  a  plan 
made  by  Daniel  Coolidge,  dated  September  6, 
1886,  and  deposited,  in  the  office  of  the  superin- 
tendent of  streets, 

The  right  to  lay  down  the  tracks  located  by 
this  order  is  upon  condition  that  the  whole 
work  of  laying  the  same,  the  form  of  rail  to  be 
used,  and  thekind  and  quality  of  material  used 
in  paving  said  tracks,  shall  be  under  the  direc- 
tion and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  superinten- 


dent of  streets,  and  shall  be  approved  by  him. 
Also  upon  condition  that  said  South  Boston 
Railroad  Company  shall  accept  this  order  of 
location,  and  shall  agree,  in  writing,  to  comply 
with  the  conditions  herein  contained,  and  shall 
file  said  acceptance  and  agreement  with  the 
city  clerk  within  30  days  from  the  passage  of 
this  order ;  otherwise  it  shall  be  null  and  void. 

Also  further  nrovided,  that  the  said  corpora- 
tion shall  adopt  and  use,  in  the  construction  of 
said  railway,  the  most  approved  pattern  or  form 
of  rail  now  m  use,  and  such  as  shall  least  inter- 
fere with  public  driving  and  the  use  of  streets 
for  ordinary  traffic ;  and  such  rails  and  construc- 
tion of  road  shall  be  satisfactory  to  and  approved 
by  the  superintendent  of  streets. 

And  it  shall  also  keep  in  repair  and  maintain 
the  roadbed  inside  a  space  18  inches  wide  out- 
side their  tracks,  satisfactory  to  the  superinten- 
dent of  streets,  and  otherwise  in  accordance 
with  Chapter  113,  Section  32,  of  the  Public  Stat- 
utes. 

The  report  was  accepted.  The  rule  was  sus- 
pended, and  the  question  came  on  the  passage 
of  the  order. 

Aid.  Carroll— That  order  is  something  that 
interests  the  people  of  South  Boston  very  much. 
I  believe  that  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  the  other 
members  of  the  Board  of  last  year,  will  remem- 
ber that  I  spoke  and  tried  to  explain  to  the  best 
of  my  ability  the  wants  of  the  people  of  that  sec- 
tion. Our  wants  are  very  large  in  this  respect. 
But  today,  it  is  no  news  to  the  members  of  this 
Board,  that  the  franchises  of  the  entire  horse- 
railroad  system  of  Boston  are  now  virtually  un- 
der  the  control  of  one  corporation,  or  can  be  so 
as  soon  as  they  desire  to  make  them  so,  and  it  is 
only  a  matter  of  time  when  we  will  probably 
have  but  one  company  controlling  all  the 
railroads  in  this  city.  I  have  tried  to  ascertain, 
and  have  been  unable  to  learn  that  there  is  any 
opposition  to  this  location  from  any  railroad  in 
this  city.  I  do  not  speak  upon  this  matter  in 
the  interest  of  the  South  Boston  railroad, because 
while  I  championed  that  cause  last  year,  I  don't 
think  I  ought  to  favor  it  on  their  account  after 
the  treatment  I  have  received  since  then  and  in 
the  press  and  in  other  channels  which  they 
manufactured  themselves.  But  if  the  railroads 
are  owned  by  one  company,  the  Coumittee  on 
Railroads  can  see  no  reason  why  they  should 
not  grant  the  rights  to  either  company; 
and  if  they  can  afterwards  have  a  com- 
peting company  then  it  will  be  time  for  the 
Committee  on  Railroads  to  consider  that  mat- 
ter. But  as  far  as  this  particular  location  is 
concerned  it  is  outside  of  any  differences  of 
that  kind.  It  is  something  that  the  people  of 
South  Boston  want  and  have  wanted  for  a  long 
time,  and  I  hope  it  will  pass  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men unanimously. 

The  Chairman-  The  question  is  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order. 

Aid.  Haynes— I  would  inquire  if  there  is  any 
new  track  to  be  laid  in  any  of  these  new  loca- 
tions. 

The  Chairman— Under  this  order? 

Aid.  Haynes— Yes,  sir. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  would  state  to  the  gentleman 
that  the  South  Boston  railroad  now  has  the 
right  to  go  from  Broadway  to  Harrison  avenue, 
and  down  Harrison  avenue.  The  right  this 
gives  them  is  to  lay  a  single  track  from  Harri- 
son avenue  to  Washington  street,  down  Wash- 
ington street  to  their  own  line. 

Aid.  Haynes— I  merely  desire  to  inquire  if 
there  is  any  new  track  to  be  laid? 

Aid.  Capen— Yes,  sir,  there  is  to  be  a  new 
track  from  Harrison  avenue  to  Washington 
street,— a  single  track. 

Aid.  Haynes— Then  I  move  to  amend  that 
they  shall  conform  to  the  same  conditions  in  re- 
gard to  laying  tracks  which  have  been  imposed 
lately  in  other  localities  as  follows: 

Also  further  provided  that  said  corporation 
shall  adopt,  and  use  in  the  construction  of  said 
railway,  the  most  approved  pattern  or  form  of 
rail  now  in  use,  and  such  as  shall  least  inter- 
fere with  public  driving,  and  the  use  of  streets 
for  ordinary  traffic.  And  such  rail  and  construc- 
tion of  road  shall  be  satisfactory  to  and  aproved 
by  the  superintendent  of  streets. 

And  it  shall  also  keep  in  repair  and  maintain 
the  roadbed  inside,  and  a  space  18  inches  wide 
outside  their  tracks  satisfactory  to  the  superin- 
tendent of  streets,  and  otherwise  in  accordance 
with  Chapter  113,  Section  32  of  the  Public  Stat- 
utes. 
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AM.  Bromwich— I  do  not  know  as  the  amend- 
ment amounts  to  anything  at  all,  because  it  is 
simply  asking  for  what  they  are  bound  to  do 
under  the  grant  of  the  Board.  If  it  was  a  new 
kind  of  rail  suggested  to  be  laid  down  in  that 
part  of  the  city  I  should  object  to  it,  beacause 
the  proposed  track  will  be  about  250  feet  long. 
The  18  inches  on  each  side  of  the  single  track  is 
covered  by  the  statute.  The  railroads  are 
obliged  to  take  care  of  that,  but  when  it  is  a 
double  track  they  are  not  obliged  to  go  outside 
of  the  double  track.  That  is,  they  put  inside 
the  rails  but  not  outside.  In  case  of  a  double 
track  it  would  be  useful,  but  when  they  only 
ask  for  a  single  track  they  are  compelled  by  the 
general  statutes  and  ordinances,  I  believe,  to 
take  care  of  the  pavements,  18  inches  on  each 
side  of  the  rail  and  of  course  the  Alderman  does 
not  want  any  different  rail  laid  down  for  that 
250  feet  than  they  have  got  laid  down  now  over 
the  road  from  the  foot  of  Broadway  through 
Harrison  avenue. 

Aid.  Haynes— I  think  I  understand  some- 
thing about  the  horse  railroads,  and  in  relation 
to  this  18  inches  outside  of  the  rail.  In  macad- 
amized streets  they  are  authorized  and  expected 
to  take  care  of  18  inches  outside,  but  on  paved 
streets  they  touch  nothing  outside  of  their  out- 
side rail,  and  the  difficulty  in  the  case  of  the 
streets  which  I  am  most  familiar  with  has  been 
that  all  teams  and  heavily  loaded  trucks,  one 
wheel  will  get  into  one  of  the  tracks  and  the 
other  will  run  from  six  to  eight  inches  beyond 
the  other .  track,  and  there  is  the  continual 
jolting  which  wears  a  hole  in  the  pavement. 
We  have  had  matters  of  this  kind  come  before 
the  Committee  on  Claims,  and  it  has  been  un- 
derstood from  the  railroads  that  they  are  ex- 
pected on  paved  streets  to  take  care  inside  of 
the  rails  but  not  outside  of  the  tracks,  there- 
fore this  18  inches  only  makes  it  certain  that 
they  will  take  care  of  the  18  inches  outside  of 
the  track  as  well  as  inside  the  rails,  as 
much  on  paved  streets  as  on  macada- 
mized streets.  This  matter  is  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  superintendent  of  paving,  and  I 
think  he  understands  it,  and  he.  as  I  understand 
it,  and  the  corporation  counsel  have  suggested 
that  this  be  put  m  the  order  for  all  new  con- 
structions, in  order  that  we  may  he  sure  that  we 
shall  get  the  best  rail  that  we  can  have.  Today 
there  is  no  question  about  the  condition  of  the 
streets  where  the  railroad  tracks  are  at  present 
laid.  It  causes  a  damage  at  the  present  day  to 
hundreds  of  carriages,  and,  as  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, I  would  like,  where  new  rails  are  put  in, 
that  a  modern  rail  shall  be  used,  and  that  they 
shall  be  expected  to  take  care  of  the  paving  foi- 
ls inches  on  the  outside  of  the  track.  I  see  no 
objection  to  the  amendment,  and  I  do  not  think 
the  roads  object  at  all.  I  think  it  should  be 
adopted. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  cannot  let  that  go  through 
without  having  some  explanation  as  to  what 
difference  it  makes — where  does  the  difference 
come  in  when  a  single  track  is  used,  whether  it 
is  on  a  paved  street  or  a  macadamized  street? 
On  a  paved  street  they  have  to  pave  18  inches  on 
each  side  of  the  track  where  it  is  a  single  track. 
If  it  was  a  double  track  it  would  be  different ; 
but  being  a  single  track  [examining  the  statutes] 
it  is  covered  here  by  Section  32,  "18  inches  on 
each  side." 

The  Chairman — In  macadamized  streets. 

Aid.  Haynes— I  think  I  am  familiar  with  this 
subject.  I  have  been  trying  for  the  last  year  to 
get  the  South  Boston  railroad  to  pave  Beach 
street  outside  of  the  track,  and  they  refused  to 
touch  a  stone  outside  of  either  rail.  I  am  glad 
to  have  the  alderman  give  his  opinion  that  it  is 
desirable,  and  I  want  it  possible  that  teams  shall 
have  a  chance  to  travel  as  well  as  horse  cars. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  do  not  know  but  what  the 
gentleman  knows  a  great  deal  about  horse  rail- 
road tracks  and  everything  else.  I  do  not  doubt 
it  at  all,— but  there  is  somebody  else  that  pro- 
fesses to  know  a  little  about  it.  If  he  does  not 
know,  he  will  get  information  by  being  directly 
opposite,— that  is  the  way  to  get  information.  I 
have  asserted  what  I  thought  was  right,  and  if 
it  would  be  anything  to  interfere  with  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order,  I  would  oppose  it.  But  as  it 
does  not  interfere,  I  do  not  oppose  it. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  will  state  for  the 
information  of  the  Board  that  if  the  amend- 
ment prevails  it  will  save  the  city  of  Boston 
three  feet  of  paving  which  otherwise  they  will 
have  to  do. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order 


as  amended  was  passed.  Aid.  Bromwich  moved 
to  reconsider ;  lost. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  the  South  Boston 
Railroad  Company,  for  the  right  to  temporarily 
use  the  tracks  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company  in  Washington  street,  between  Essex 
and  Beach  streets,  and  in  Beach  street,  between 
Harrison  avenue  and  Washington  street,  that 
no  further  action  is  necessary. 

Report  accepted. 

Report  on  the  petition  (recommitted)  of  the 
Ocean  Terminal  Railroad  Company,  that  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  would  ratify  and  confirm 
their  location,  granted  under  orders  passed  by 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  1879— Recommending 
the  passage  of  the  following  orders : 

Whereas  by  an  order  passed  April  21, 1879,  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  agreed  witb  the  directors  of 
the  Ocean  Terminal  Railroad  Company,  upon 
a  route  of  its  railroad,  as  in  said  order  expressed, 
and  by  an  order  passed  July  21,  1879,  did  author- 
ize said  company  to  construct  its  said  road  across 
Chelsea  Bridge,  so  called,  at  the  same  level 
therewith,  as  in  the  said  order  expressed,  now 
therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  said  route,  as  agreed  upon 
in  said  order  of  April  21,  1879,  is  hereby  con- 
firmed, ratified  and  agreed  upon ;  and  the  per- 
mission to  cross  said  bridge,  at  the  same  level 
therewith,  is  hereby  confirmed,  ratified  and 
granted,  subject  to  the  same  conditions  and 
upon  the  same  terms  as  are  contained  in  said 
order  of  July  21,  1879. 

Aid.  Carroll  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 
that  the  order  might  be  put  upon  its  passage. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  would  like  an  opportunity 
to  look  into  that  matter.  I  am  not  acquainted 
with  the  order  passed  at  that  time.  I  move  to 
assign  to  the  next  meeting. 

Aid.  Capen— I  can  inform  the  Alderman  that 
the  tracks  were  laid  a  year  or  two  ago. 
There  has  been  some  controversy  as  to  their 
right  to  lay  them,  and  this  is  to  perfect  the  title. 
I  have  no  objection  to  its  going  over. 

The  order  went  over. 

BAY  WINDOWS. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Inspection  of  Buildings  (Aid.)— 
Recommending  that  permits  be  granted  as  fol- 
lows: 

Timothy  Connolly,  to  project  a  bay  window 
from  building  Nos.  104  and  106  Lennox  street. 

George  W.  Morris,  to  project  five  bay  windows 
from  buildings  Nos.  16  and  18  School  street, 
Ward  5. 

Reports  accepted,  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

target  practice. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Armories  and  Military  Affairs  on 
the  communication  from  Colonel  Horace  T. 
Rockwell,  inspector-general  of  rifle  practice,  M. 
V.  M.,  relative  to  the  arrangement  for  compli- 
ance with  the  statutes  as  to  target  practice — 
Recommending  the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  public 
buildings  be  authorized  to  make  arrangements 
for  target  accommodations  for  the  use  of  the 
militia  located  in  Boston,  and  to  approve  the 
bills  therefor,  the  total  amount  of  the  expendi- 
ture not  to  exceed  $1300,  and  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  armories  when  made. 

Report  ^accepted ;  order  passed,  under  a  bus- 
pension  of  the  rule. 

MORTON-STREET    GRAVEL  BANK. 

Aid.  Sullivan  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Streets,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  order  requesting  the  superin- 
tendent of  streets  to  give  certain  information  in 
regard  to  gravel  taken  from  a  gravel  bank  on 
Morton  street,  Ward  23,— That  in  their  opinion 
the  order  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  read 
twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  and  put 
upon  its  passage. 

Aid,  Lee— I  would  like  to  inquire  if  that  order 
requires  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  it  being  an 
order  of  inquiry? 

The  Chairman— The  chair  would  rule  the 
point  of  order  well  taken. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  recommending  the 
granting  of  minors'  licenses  to  twelve  newsboys 
and  one  bootblack. 
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Reports  accepted,  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

Also  reports  recommending  that  licenses  be 
granted  as  follows : 

G.  A.  Colman,  to  run  a  barge  May  30  between 
Forest-hills  Station  and  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery. 

Samuel  J.  Ellis,  to  run  three  passenger 
barges  between  East  Boston  and  Holy  Cross 
Cemetery  on  Sundays. 

Reports  accepted,  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

Also  a  report,  recommending  that  the  peti- 
tioner have  leave  to  withdraw,  at  his  own  re- 
quest, upon  the  following  petition: 

G.  W.  Calef,  to  run  barges  from  Bowdoin 
square  to  the  harbor  steamers,  via  Court,  State, 
Kalby  streets,  and  Atlantic  avenue,  rate  of  fare 
10  cents  per  passenger  each  way. 

Report  accepted. 

Report  on  the  petitions  of  the  Co-operative 
Barge  Company,  the  South  Boston  Barge 
Company,  James  F.  Marley,  John  F.  Hughes 
and  William  A.  Higgins,  severally,  for  li- 
cense to  run  lines  of  barges  from  South  Boston 
to  the  city  proper— That  the  said  petitioners 
were  notified  to  appear  before  the  committee  at 
two  different  meetings  and  failed  to  respond  to 
such  notice,  that  the  meetings  were  continued 
and  delayed  solely  on  account  of  said  petition- 
ers; wherefore,  and  in  consideration  thereof, 
the  committee  recommend  that  the  petitioners 
have  leave  to  withdraw. 

Report  accepted 

LEGISLATIVE  MATTERS. 

Aid.  Carroll  submitted  the  fourth  report  of 
the  -Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters  (City  Doc.  72). 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

THE  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Aid.  Lee— I  desire  at  this  time  to  offer  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  and  to 
say  that  in  connection  with  it  there  is  a  minori- 
ty report  that  I  have  signed,  and  which  is  not 
in  the  printed  form.  I  only  desire  to  call  the 
Chair's  attention  to  it  so  that  all  the  reports 
may  be  read. 

The  chairman  read  the  following  (City  Doc.  76) : 
In  Board  of  Aldermen,  April  25,  1887. 

The  Committee  on  Appropriations  respect- 
fully report,  in  part,  at  this  time,  and  submit 
herewith  for  adoption  by  the  City  Council,  the 
accompanying  appropriation  bill  of  expendi- 
tures for  the  purposes  required  by  the  several 
departments  during  the  ensuing  financial  year. 
The  annual  estimates  of  the  departments  have 
been  carefully  considered  by  the  committee, 
and  have  been  revised  and  reduced  to  an 
extent  made  necessary  under  the  present  limit 
of  expenditure  to  which  the  city  is  confined  by 
law.  The  total  amount,  $11,229,132,  represents 
the  entire  sum  that  the  City  Council  may  appro- 
priate. This  sum  cannot  be  exceeded  by  a  single 
dollar,  and  the  committee,  after  a  careful  review 
of  the  needs  of  the  several  departments,  have 
made  a  division  of  amounts  which  appears  to 
them  as  fair  and  equitable  as  the  circumstances 
will  warrant;  and,  m  submitting  it  to  the  City 
Council,  they  feel  called  upon  to  urge  the  neces- 
sity of  immediate  action  thereon,  as  it  is  exceed- 
ingly desirable  to  pass  the  bill  in  some  shape 
during  the  present  month.  The  committee  have 
been,  of  necessity,  compelled  to  ignore,  at  pres- 
ent, the  matters  calling  for  special  appropria- 
tions that  have  been  referred  to  them  by  the 
City  Council,  for  the  simple  reason  that  under 
the  prescribed  limit  of  expenditure  they  could 
not  be  included  in  the  present  bill. 

The  customary  orders  for  the  tax-levy,  and 
authorizing:  the  transfer  of  unexpended  bal- 
ances of  appropriations,  etc.,  accompany  this 
report,  and  the  committee  recommend  their 
passage. 

Aid.  Lee,  Donovan,  and  Carroll,  and  Messrs. 
Murphy  and  Chamberlain,  dissent  from  the  bill 
as  regards  the  items  for  paving  and  reserved 
fund,  and  recommend  that  the  respective 
amounts  be  .$800,000  and  $50,000. 

Aid.  Sullivan  dissents  from  items  of  the  bill, 
and  recommends  the  following  appropriations, 
namely: 

East  Boston  ferries #208,000  oo 

New  piers,  South  Ferry,  East  Boston  aide 15,000  00 

Bridges 100,000  00 

Primary  Bchoolliouse,  East  Huston 40,000  00 

Respectfully  submitted, 

For  the  Committee, 

John  H.  Lee,  Chairman. 


Minority  Report. 

The  undersigned,  .while  agreeing  fully  with 
most  of  the  recommendations  in  the  above  re- 
port, dissents  in  regard  to  a  few  items.  The 
requests  of  the  Health  Department  seem  to  be 
carefully  made,  and  to  be  rendered  necessary  to 
meet  the  daily  requirements  of  the  city.  Hence 
the  reduction  made  by  the  committee  appears 
to  be  a  dangerous  trifling  with  a  most  important 
matter. 

The  police  signal  system  can  be  tried  with 
$50,000,  and  an  appropriation  should  be  made,  so 
that  the  beginning  can  be  made  this  summer. 

The  public  buildings  require  money  to  pre- 
serve the  property  of  the  city,  and  saving  a  cent 
here  means  the  loss  of  a  dollar  of  our  assets. 

The  Public  Library  suffered  badly  from  the 
deduction  of  last  year.  Its  work  is  scaled  on  a 
basis  of  $120,000  annual  expenditure.  To  cut 
off  $5000  is  poor  economy,  for  gaps  made  in  the 
systematic  purchase  of  current  literature  can 
never  be  filled. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  great  increase  for  the 
Lamp  Department  is  clearly  in  a  line  where 
economy  will  injure  no  one  materially. 

The  appropriation  for  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery 
should  cease  absolutely,  especially  since  the 
Cedar  Grove  Cemetery  has  been  transferred  to 
lot-owners,  who  find  the  income  sufficient  with- 
out a  city  subsidy.  But  the  item  for  gravel  for 
this  cemetery  is  a  necessity.  The  city  bought  it, 
and  must  remove  it  during  the  present  season, 
or  it  reverts  back  to  the  owners  of  the  land. 

Hence  I  propose  the  following  changes  from 
the  committee's  report: 

Increase.  Decrease. 

Health  Department #534.000    #34,000 

Mt.  Hope  Cemetery #10,000 

Gravel 8.000         8,000 

Police  Signal 50,000      50,000 

Paving 750,000  50,000 

Public  Buildings 128,000      13,000 

Public  Library 120,000         5,000 

Lamp  Department 525,000  50.000 

#110,000  #110,000 
In  case  the  amount  of  the  county  tax  is  re- 
mitted to  us  by  act  of  the  Legislature  we  should 
gain  some  §300,000,  and  then  the  claims  of  the 
Lamp  Department  could  be  considered. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
Wm.  H.  Whitmore, 

Of  the  Common  Council. 
Minority  Report. 
The  undersigned,  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations,  respectfully  recommends  the 
following  appropriations  in  addition  to  those 
included  in  the  bill  reported  by  the  majority  of 
the  committee,  namely: 

Stony  Brook,  maintenance #12,000 

Stony  Brook,  sewer 60,000 

Allandale  st red .  extension 8,000 

Primary  schoolhouse  Jamaica  Plain 40,000 

Police  signal  system 50,000 

John  H.  Lee. 
On  motion  of  Aid.  Lee  it  was  voted  that  all  the 
reports  be  accepted. 

Aid.  Lee— As  all  the  reports  have  been  accept- 
ed I  move  you,  sir,  that  the  several  orders  in  the 
bill,  as  reported  by  the  majority  of  the  commit- 
tee, take  their  first  reading  by  their  title  at  this 
time. 

Aid.  Bromwich— What  does  that  mean?  That 
we  are  going  to  pass  it  this  evening? 

Aid.  Lee— It  means  that  I  desire  to  expedite 
business.  Objections  can  be  made  and  debate 
can  be  had  at  the  next  stage  ef  the  bill. 

It  was  voted  that  the  orders  in  the  bill  be  road 
by  their  title,  which  was  done. 
The  orders  are  herewith  given  in  full : 
City  of  Boston. 
Appropriation  bill  for  the  financial  year  1887- 
1888. 

Order 
Relating  to  the  spociflc  appropriations  for  the 
financial  year  1887-88,  and  authorizing  the  use 
of  certain  moneys  to  meet  the  same. 
It  is  hereby  ordered  by  the  City  Council,  That, 
to  defray  the  expenditures  of  the  city  of  Boston 
and  the  county  of  Suffolk  for  the  financial  year 
which  will  commence  with  the  first-  day  of  May, 
1887,  and  end  with  the  last  day  of  April,  1888,  the 
following  sums  of  money  be,  and  the  same, are, 
hereby  respectively  appropriated  for  the  objects 
and  purposes  as  explained  in  the  annual  esti- 
mates (<!ity  Document  No.  39,  1887),  and  in  the 
applications  of  the  various  committees, .officers, 
and  boards,  contained  and  printed  in  said  docu- 
ment. 
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Provided,  That  all  appropriations  herein 
made,  and  all  appropriations  and  expenditures 
hereafter  to  be  made  or  authorized,  shall  be 
subject  to  and  in  accordance  with  Chapter  15, 
Sections  3  and  4,  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of 
1885,  and  Sections  14,  15,  and  16  of  the  Joint 
Rules  and  Orders  of  the  City  Council,  as  adopted 
for  this  year.  No  contract  shall  be  made,  nor 
expenditure  authorized  in  any  case,  unless  the 
same  shall  have  been  provided  for  herein,  or 
unless  provision  for  the  same  shall  be  made  by 
special  transfer  from  some  of  the  appropriations 
herein  contained,  or  by  creatine  a  loan. 

Provided,  also,  That  any  sums  of  money  which 
may  be  subscribed  or  contributed  by  individuals 
to  promote  the  objects  of  any  of  the  following 
appropriations,  and  which  form  no  part  of  the 
estimated  income  of  the  city,  shall  be  strictly 
applied  according  to  the  intention  of  the  con- 
tributors, and  shall  be  credited  to  such  appro- 
priations accordingly;  that  is  to  say  for: 


ADVERTISING— Fifteen  hundred  dol  ■ 
lars 

ARCHITECTS  DEPART  MEN  T.— 
Twenty  -  three  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars 

ARMORIES.— Twenty-seven  thousand 
dollars 

ASSESS!  IKS'  DEPARTMENT.— One 
hundred  and  fourteen  thousand  dol- 


lars . 


AUDITOR'S   DEPARTMENT.— Twen- 
ty-four thousand  two  hundred  dol- 


lars . 


BOARD  OF  HEALTH.— One  hundred 
and  three  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, viz: 

Board  of  Health #70.000  00 

Evergreen  Cemetery 1,500  00 

Public  baths 16,000  00 

Quarantine  Department 16,000  00 


BOSTON    HARBOR— Five     thousand 

dollars 

BRIDGES.— One  hundred  and  fourteen 

thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty 

dollars,  viz.: 

Bridges #92,000  00 

Congress-street  bridge. .         13.200  00 
Mt.  Washington-avenue 

bridge 9,680  00 

CITY     CLERK'S     DEPARTMENT.— 

Twenty-one  thousand  dollars 

CITY  HOSPITAL.— One  hundred  and 

ninety-two  thousand  three  hundred 

and  seventy-five  dollars,  viz. : 

City  Hospital $180,000  00 

Provided,  that  a  sum 

not     exceeding     five 

hundred  dollars  in  all 

may  be  used  in  charity 

to  discharged  patients, 

and  may  be  deducted 

from  any  specific  ap- 
propriation    for     the 

Hospital. 
Building  for  contagious 

cases 5,000  00 

Building  for  contagious 

cases,  furnishing.. 7,375  00 


CITY  MESSENGER'S  DEPART- 
MENT.—Nineteen  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-two  dollars 

CITY  REGISTRAR'S  DEPART- 
MENT.— Thirteen  thousand  four  hun- 
dred dollars 

COLLECTOR'S  DEPARTMENT.— 
Fifty-two  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars  

COMMON.etc— Sixty-six  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars,  viz. : 
Common,  etc #60,000  00 

Streettrees 3,000  00 

Commonwealth        avenue, 
loam  for  trees 3,000  00 

Playgrounds 500  00 

CONTINGENT  FUND,  JOINT  COM- 
MITTEES.—Six  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  the  Joint  Standing 
and  Special  Committees  of  the  City 
Council,  the  bills  for  the  same  to  be 
audited  and  allowed  for  payment  by 
the  city  auditor  upon  their  first  being 
approved,  as  provided  in  Joint 
Rules  2,  Sec.  3  and  18.  and  by  the 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
and  the  President  of  the  Common 
Council 

CONTINGENT  FUND,  MAYOR.— One 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  viz.: 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
mayor,  the  bills  for  which  the  city  au- 
ditor is  authorized  to  audit  and  allow 
for  payment  upon  their  being  ap- 
proved by  the  mayor 


#1,500  00 

23,500  00 
27,000  00 

114,000  00 

24,200  00 


103,500  00 
5,000  00 


114.880  00 
21,000  06 


192,375  00 

19,852  00 
13,400  00 
52,500  oe 


6.000  00 


1,500  00 


CONTINGENT  FUND,  BOARD  OF 
ALDERMEN— Nine  thousand  dol- 
lars, viz. : 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  to  be  expended 
in  such  manner  as  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen shall  order,  and  the  city  au- 
ditor is  authorized  to  audit  and  allow 
for  payment  bills  so  ordered,  upon 
their  being  approved  by  the  chairman 
of  the  Board  of  A  lderirien 

CONTINGENT  FUND,  COMMON 
COUNCIL.— Ten  thousand  dollars, 
viz.: 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Common  Council,  to  be  expended  in 
such  manner  as  the  Common  Council 
shall  order,  and  the  city  auditor  is 
authorized  to  audit  and  allow  for 
payment  all  bills  so  ordered,  upon 
their  being  approved  as  provideu  in 
Rule  44  of  the  Common  Council 
Rules  and  Orders,  and  the  president 
of  the  Common  Council 

EAST  BOSTON  FERRIES.— Two  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars 

ENGINEER'S  DEPARTMENT.  — 
Thirty-three  thousand  dollars 

EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT.  — 
Twenty-one  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT.— Seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-one  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  sixty  dollars,  viz. : 

Fire  Department #740,955 

Fire-Alarm  Telegraph 31,005 

HEALTH  DEPARTMENT— Five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars 

IMPROVED  SEWERAGE.— Severity 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars 

INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES.  — Thirty 
thousand  dollars 

INSPECTION  OF  BUILDINGS.— Fifty 
thousand  dollars 

INSPECTION  OF  MILK  AND  VINE- 
GAR.—Nine  thousand  dollars 

INSPECTION  OF  PROVISIONS.— 
Two  thousand  three  hundred  dollars. 

LAMP  DEPARTMENT.— Five  hundred 
and  seventy-five  thousand  dollarr.... 

LAW  DEPA  RTM  ENT.— Twenty-three 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars." 

LIQUOR- LICENSE  EXPENSES.— 
The  amount  of  expenditures  for  sala- 
ries of  clerks,  and  police  officers  speci- 
ally deta iled, clerks  in  collector's  office 
and  all  other  expenses  connected  with 
the  issuing  of  liquor  licenses,  to  be 
paid  from  the  amount  received  for 
licenses. 

MARKETS.— Nine  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred dollars 

MOUNT  HOPE  CEMETERY.— Eight- 
een thousand  dollars,  viz: 

Mt.  Hope  Cemetery,  current 
expenses #10,000  00 

Removal  of  gravel 8,000  00 


OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. -One 
hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  dollars, 
viz: 

Overseers  of  the  Poor #99,500  00 

Temporary  Home 7,000  00 

Lodge  for  Wayfarers 8,500  00 


PARK     DEPARTMENT.-Twenty-slx 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  viz: 

Park  Department,  office  ex- 
penses  #6,500  00 

Parks,  maintenance 15,000  00 

nursery 5,000  00 

PAVING  DEPARTMENT.-  Eight  hun- 
dred and  forty  thousand  dollars,  viz: 

Paving  Department #750.000  00 

Removal  and  care  of  snow  50.000  00 
Boylston-street  bridge....  35,000  00 
Stable,  Brighton 5 ,000  00 


POLICE  DEPARTMENT.  —  One  mil- 
lion and  ninety  thousand  dollars 

PRINTING  AND  STATIONARY.— 
Forty-seven  thousand  dollars 

PUBLIC  BU1LDINDS.  —  One  hun- 
dred and  forty. three  thousand  dol- 
lars, viz. : 

Public  buildings,  current 
expenses #1 1 5,000  00 

Engine  house  No.  6 25,000  00 

Engine    house,     Charles- 
town  3,000  00 


PUBLIC  CELEBRATIONS.— Twenty 
thousand  dollars,  viz.: 

May  30,  1887 #5,000  00 

June  17 3.000  00 

July  4 12,000  00 

PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS.— Six  hun- 
dred and  fifty- lour  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  fifty -eight  dollars,  viz.: 


9,000  00 


10,000  00 
200,000  00 
.  33,000  00 

21,500  00 


771,960,00 
500,000  00 

70,820  00 

30,000  00 

50,006  00 

9.000  00 

2,300  00 

575,000  00 

23,500  00 


#9,900  00 


18,000  00 


115,000  0© 


26,500  00 


840,000  00 

1,090.000  00 

47,000  00 


20,000  00 
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BOARD     OF     ALDERMEN. 


House  of  Industry ,9185.000  00 

House  of  Correction 90.000  00 

Lunatic  Hospital 50,000  00 

Marcella- street  Home 42,625  00 

Asylum  for  Insane,Austin 

Farm  .  30,000  00 

Almshouse,  Cliarlestown.  17,303  00 

Home  for  Paupers,  Long 

Island 45,000  00 

Pauper  expenses 143,000  00 

Steamer  J.  Putnam  Brad- 
lee 18,125  00 

Office  expenses 8,905  00 

Almshouse,  Cliarlestown, 

repairs 3,000 

Marcella  -  street      Home, 

Improvements 6,000  00 

Fences,  Lunatic  Hospital 

grounds 3,000  00 

Asylum  for  Insane;  Aus- 
tin Farm 3,000  00 


PUBLIC  LANDS.— Three  thousand 
dollars 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY.— One  hundred 
and  fifteen  thousand  dollar3 

RECORD  COMMISSIONERS.—  Five 
thousand  dollars 

REGISTRATION  OF  VOTERS  AND 
ELECTION  EXPENSES.  —  Forty  - 
three  thousand  dollars,  viz.: 

Registration  of  voters....    §30.000  00 

Election  expenses 13,000  00 


RESERVED  FUND.— One  hundred 
thousand  dollars 

SALARIES.  —  Eleven  thousand  dol- 
lars   

SCHOOLS  AND  SCHOOLHOUSES.— 
One  million  seven  hundred  and 
forty-seven  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-eight  dollars,  viz. : 

School  instructors #1,242,088  00 

School  expenses,  School 
Committee 240,000  00 

Salaries  of  officers,  School 

Committee 57,760  00 

The  city  auditor  is  here- 
by authorized  to  transfer 

from  salaries    of  instruc- 
tors, salaries  of  officers,  or 

school  expenses,  such  un- 
expended balance  as  may 

he  needed  to    make   good 

any  deficiency   that  may 

occur  in  cither  of  the  three 

named  appropriations. 

Schoolhouses,  p  u  h  1  i  c 
buildings 175,0(10  00 

Grammar  schoolhouse.Co- 
mins  district,  building. . .       6.000  00 

Grammar  schoolhouse, 
Dudley  sinct.  furniture.        7,000  00 

Eliot  schoolhouse,  heating 
apparatus 5,000  00 

Everett  schoolhouse,  heat- 
ing apparatus  and 'water- 
closets 8,000  00 

F  rankling  schoolhouse, 
water-closets 3,000  00 

Rice  schoolhouse,  water- 
closets 4,000  00 

SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  AND 
MEASURES.— Ten  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  thirty-Six  dollars 

SEWER  DEPARTMENT.— One  hun- 
dred and  lil'tv  thousand  .1.. liars 

SINKING-FUND  COMMISSIONERS. 
—Two  thousand  live  hundred  dollars 

SURVEYOR'S  DEPATRMENT.— Thir- 
ty-two thousand  dollars 

TREASURER'S  DEPARTMENT.  - 
Thirt v-eight  thousand  dollars 

WATER  works.— The  amount  of  ex- 
penditures for  maintaining  COCHITO- 
ATE  WATER  Wobk.s  (#353,330),  and 
theinterest  on  the  Cochltuate  water 
loans  and  premium  on  exchange  with 
which  part,  of  said  interest,  is  paid 
(#720,442.50),  to  he  paid  from  the 
revenue  received  from  said  works, 
and  all  excess  of  revenue,  if  any, 
over  said  payments,  to  be  paid  to  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  on  the  sink- 
ing Funds  for  the  special  redemption. 
Of  said  loans. 

The  amount  of  expenditures  for  main- 
taining the  Mystic  Water  Works 
(#148,430),  and  the  Interest  on  the 
Mystic  Water  Loans  (#42,622.50),  to 
be  defrayed  from  the  revenue  re- 
ceived from  said  works,  a^nd  all  ex- 
cess, iif  any,  of  revenue  over  said 
payments  to  be  paid  to  the  Sinking 
Fund  for  the  special  redemption  of 
said  loans. 

WEST  BOSTON  AND  OTHER 
BRIDGES.— Eight  thousand  two  hun- 
dred dollars..... 

WIDENING  STREETS. -Fifty  thous- 
and dollars 


654,958  00 
3,000  00 

115,000  00 
5,000  00 


43  000  00 

100,000  00 

11,000  00 


1,747,848  00 

10,936  00 

150,000  00 

2,500  00 

32,000  00 

38,000  00 


8,200  0 
50,000  00 


COUNTY  OF  SUFFOLK. -Fonr  hun- 
dred and  thirty  thousand  dollars 


430,000  00 


CITY  DEBT  REQUIREMENTS.— 
Payable  to  Sinking  Fund 

Commissioners #749,107  00 

(Under  Chap.  16,  Sect. 

3,  R.  O.  of  1885). 
Interest 1.599,623  00 


#8,803,629  00 


COUNTY  DEBT  REQUIREMENTS  — 

Debt  coming  due  in  1886.   #17,000  00 
Interest  on  county  debt...     59,735  00 


2,348,730  00 


76,735  00 


Total  for  the  City  of  Boston  and  County 
of  Suffolk #11,229,094  00 


Ordered,  That  the  moneys  derived  from  the 
excess  of  revenue  from  liquor  licenses,  excess  of 
income  and  taxes  over  estimated  income  and 
taxes,  and  such  balances  of  appropriations  in 
excess  of  expenditures  at  the  close  of  this  finan- 
cial year,  April  30,  1887.  as  remain  in  the  treasury, 
be  used  toward  meeting  the  aforesaid  appropria- 
tions forlthe  financial  year  1SS7-88 

Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  he  directed  to 
carry  forward  to  the  accounts  of  the  financial 
year  1887-88  the  unexpended  balances  of  appro- 
priations for  printing  the  reports  of  the  Record 
Commissioners. 

TAX-BILL,  1887-88. 

Orders,  Laying  a  specific  tax  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  city  of  Boston  and  the  county  of 
Suffolk  for  the  financial  year  1887-88,  and  pro- 
viding for  interest  on  non-payment  of  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  eight  million  and 
six  hundred  and  twenty-nine  thousand  two 
hundred  and  ninety-four  ($8,629,294)  dollars  be 
raised  on  the  polls  and  estates  taxable  in  this 
city,  according  to  law,  to  pay  the  current  ex- 
penses of  the  city  of  Boston  and  the  county  of 
Suffolk  during  the  financial  year  which  will 
commence  with  the  first  day  of  May,  1887,  and 
end  with  the  last  day  of  April,  18S8. 

Ordered,  That  in  pursuance  of  the  authority 
of  Chapter  11,  Section  67,  of  the  Public  Statutes, 
all  taxes  assessed  for  the  purpose  of  providing 
for  the  expenditures  of  the  city  of  Boston  and 
county  of  Suffolk,  for  the  financial  year  1S87-88, 
and  for  paying  the  city's  proportion  of  the  State 
tax  of  1887,  shall  be  due  and  payable  on  the  first 
day  of  November,  1887 ;  and,  if  the  same  shall 
remain  unpaid,  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per 
cent  per  annum  shall  be  charged  upon  all  such 
taxes  as  shall  not  be  paid  at  that  date  ;  and  upon 
all  taxes  that  shall  remain  unpaid  on  the  first 
day  of  January,  1888,  there  shall  be  charged  in- 
terest at  the  rate  of  seven  per  cent  per  annum  ; 
and  all  the  interest  that  shall  have  become  due 
from  and  after  the  above  named  dates  shall  he 
added  to  and  be  a  part  of  such  taxes :  provided, 
however,  that  the  taxes  assessed  by  authority 
of  Chapter  13  of  the  Public  Statutes,  upon  the 
shares  of  national  banks  and  of  other  corpora- 
tions, shall  be  due  and  payable  on  the  first  day 
of  November,  1887,  and  interest  shall  he  charged, 
as  provided  in  said  chapter,  upon  all  such  taxes 
as  remain  unpaid  after  that  date,  at  the  rate  of 
12  per  cent  per  annum. 

The  several  orders  having  been  read  by  their 
titles — 

Aid.  Lee— I  would  now  ask  that  the  rule  be 
suspended  so  that  the  orders  may  take  their  sec- 
ond reading  at  this  time,  which  will  bring  the 
matter  up  for  debate. 

Aid.  Bromwich— Do  I  understand  that  tho 
committee  propose  to  bring  this  to  a  vote  to- 
night? 

Aid.  Carroll— You  will  find  that  out  after- 
wards. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  should  hope  that  the  rule 
will  not  be  suspended.  IthinU  that  the  members 
who  have  not  bad  an  opportunity  to  sit  on  tho 
committee  should  have  a  chance  to  look  over 
the  Appropriation  bill  before  it,  is  finally  acted 
on  by  the  whole  Board.  I  should  hope  it  will  go 
over  to  the  next  meeting. 

Aid.  Carroll— That  will  be  after  tho  first  of 
May. 

Aid.  Bromwich— This  is  the  first  time  I  have 
seen  or  heard  anything  of  the  contents  of  this 
Appropriation  bill.  1  could  not  hear  anything 
about  it.  and  to  undertake  to  make  me  swallow 
down  this  bill  as  it  is,  at  first  glance,  after  the 
committee  have  had  if  under  consideration  two 
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or  three  weeks— at  least  they  have  had  it  before 
them  longer  than  I  have  had  it.  and  I  want  to 
have  it  long  enough  to  enable  me  to  know  what 
I  am  going  to  vote  for.  I  want  the  members  of 
this  Board  to  have  time  to  look  and  see  where 
we  are.  I  hope  the  rule  will  not  be  suspended 
at  the  present  time.    If  you  do  so,  all  right. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  was  declared 
carried.  Aid.  Capen  doubted  the  vote,  and  the 
Board  was  divided,  6  in  favor,  5  against,  and  the 
motion  was  declared  lost.  Aid.  Lee  doubted  the 
vote  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  the 
motion  was  lost,  yeas  7,  nays  5: 

Yeas— Aid.  Allen,  Carroll,  Donovan,  Haynes, 
Lee,  McLaughlin,  N.  G.  Smith— 7. 

Nays— Aid.  Bromwich,  Capen,  Maguire,  C.  W. 
Smith,  Sullivan— 5. 

Aid.  Allen— I  move  that  when  we  adjourn  it 
be  to  meet  in  this  place  on  Wednesday  evening 
at  7  o'clock  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the 
Appropriation  bill,  and  such  other  business  as 
may  come  before  us. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  hope  that  motion  will  not 
pass.  When  the  question  is  taken  I  desire  to 
have  a  chance  to  go  on  record.  1  hope  the  Board 
will  insist  upon  the  usual  course,  and  if  the 
members  insist  udoii  postponing  legislation  that 
is  demanded  by  the  citizens  at  large  I  believe  in 
letting  them  take  the  responsibility  for  it,  and 
letting  the  bill  go  over.  If  they  attempt  to  in- 
terfere with  legislation  that  they  could  have 
ascertained  in  the  five  minutes  they  have  been 
talking  about  postponement,  I  say  let  them  take 
the  responsibility  for  the  delay. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  believe  it  is  our  duty  to  allow 
every  member  of  this  Board  an  opportunity  to 
look  into  this  matter  and  not  to  come  here  and 
spring  this  matter  on  those  who  were  not  mem- 
bers of  the  committee.  I  was  a  member  of  that 
committee  and  probably  know  a  little  something 
about  what  was  going  on  there.  But  I  see  here 
members  of  this  Board  who  were  not  members 
of  that  committee  and  I  believe  that  when  they 
ask  to  be  allowed  to  look  into  the  bill  I  believe 
it  is  due  to  them  as  a  matter  of  courtesy,  and  I 
voted  for  it  as  a  matter  of  justice  to  them.  As 
Aid.  Allen  has  made  a  motion  to  meet  here  on 
Wednesday  evening,  that  will  give  us  plenty  of 
time  to  look  over  the  bill  and  act  upon  it  and  get 
it  to  the  Common  Council  on  Thursday  night. 
We  cannot  get  it  to  them  before  then.  That  is 
the  reason  Ivotecl  as  I  did. 

Aid.  Lee— I  have  submitted  this  bill  to  this 
branch,  as  instructed  by  the  committee.  It  is 
our  report  upon  the  several  items  in  the  esti- 
mates of  the  departments  submitted  to  that 
committee  by  the  City  Council.  As  chairman 
of  this  committee  I  did  not,  nor  do  I  now  intend 
to  spring  any  motion  that  will  not  give  each  and 
every  member  of  this  Board  the  fullest  lati- 
tude in  looking  over  each  and  every  item  of  the 
bill.  I  asked  that  the  rule  might  be  suspended, 
so  that  these  items  might  be  taken  up  one  by 
one  and  discussed.  I  believe  that  each  and 
every  member  of  this  Board  is  entitled  to  that 
consideration  which  1  would  ask  for  myself, 
namely,  that  they  be  permitted  to  discuss  each 
and  every  item  in  this  bill.  I  have  not  attempt- 
ed to  spring  anything  upon  this  Board.  I  have 
obeyed  the  mandates  of  the  committee,  and  pre- 
sented what,  in  their  opinion,  is  a  fair  and  hon- 
est bill,  refraining,  as  each  and  every  member 
of  the  committee  knows,  from  allowing  any- 
thing to  be  introduced  in  the  nature  of  a  special 
appropriation  which  any  member  might  have 
desired  to  cram  through  this  Board.  There  is 
only  one  special  item  in  that  bill,  a  new  house 
for  Engine  Company  No.  6;  and  is  there  any 
man  here  who  will  again  say  that  that  is  not  a 
public  necessity,  that  it  is  not  in  the  interest  of 
humanity  and  for  sanitary  reasons  that  that 
engine  house  should  be  built?  I  defy  any  mem 
ber  on  this  floor  to  point  out  any  other  special 
item  in  this  bill. 

Aid.  Capen— Thirty- five  thousand  dollars  for 
the  Boylston  street  bridge? 

Aid.  Carroll— Where  is  it? 

Aid  Lee— Some  three  years  ago  the  City  Coun- 
cil ordered  the  bridge  to  be  built  so  that  the 
house  which  is  to  cost  a  hundred  and  forty  or 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  where  we  are  to  establish 
a  police  station  and  engine  house,  might  have 
proper  access  to  and  egress  from  it  from  the 
southerly  part  of  the  ward.  If  that  is  a  special 
appropriation  I  don't  know  what  a  special  ap- 
propriation is.  That  work  was  demanded  by 
the  citizens  and  by  the  departments.  But  I  may 
be  entering  upon  a  discussion  that  is  foreign  to 


the  question  pending  before  this  Board.  I  do 
not  care  whether  you  meet  tomorrow  or 
Wednesday,  or  any  other  night,  but  so  far  as  my 
vote  is  concerned  I  shall  let  the  responsibility 
rest  upon  tbe  gentlemen  who  will  not  occupy 
their  time  this  evening  in  considering  a  matter 
of  such  magnitude  as  the  Appropriation  bill  that 
affects  each  and  every  department.  Therefore  I 
shall  vote  against  the  adjournment,  and  let  his 
honor,  if  he  deems  it  advisable,  call  a  special 
meeting  of  this  Board. 

Aid.  Bromwich— This  has  drawn  out  a  hor- 
net's nest.  We  simply  ask  this:  Here  are  I 
don't  know  how  many  millions  of  dollars —  . 
nearly  11  millions— to  be  voted  upon  in  the  Ap- 
propriation bill ;  and  five  members  of  this 
Board,  if  not  six,  knew  nothing  about  it  at  all 
until  it  was  presented  this  afternoon.  Now,  it 
has  usually  been  the  rule  in  this  Board  to  give 
the  members  some  time  to  look  over  the  items 
of  such  a  bill  as  this,  and  can  you  think  it  too 
much  if  we  ask  that  it  take  the  usual  course  it 
has  taken  for  years.  There  was  a  committee  of 
conference,  a  recommittal,  and  all  manner  of 
things,  to  give  time  for  consideration.were  done 
last  year.  We  were  here  until  1  or  2  o'clock  in 
the  morning  considering  the  Appropriation  bill. 
But  this  is  the  first  time  we  have  known  any- 
thing about  this  bill,  and  we  are  asked  to  act 
upon  it  immediately  after  it  is  presented.  I 
demand  as  an  alderman  of  this  Board,  and 
the  peer  of  any  other  alderman  here,  that  I 
have  an  opportunity  to  know  what  I  am  voting 
on  before  I  vote.  I  intend  to  know  it,  if  I  can. 
I  don't  doubt  in  the  least  that  the  appropriation 
committee  has  tried  to  do  the  best  thing  for  all 
the  departments;  and  perhaps  it  is  the  best 
thing  that  could  be  done.  But  what  am  I  here 
for  i  f  I  am  compelled  to  vote  for  ten  or  eleven 
millions  of  dollars  withous  knowing  anything 
about  what  it  is  for?  What  can  I  say  as  the 
representative  of  the  people  who  sent  me  here? 
I  do  not  know  a  single  thing  about  this  bill,  nor 
have  I  heard  anything  about  it  until  this  even- 
ing. Is  it  too  much  to  ask  to  give  me  a  little 
time,  if  it  is  only  two  hours?  I  don't  want  to 
go  home;  but  I  want  an  opportunity  to  look 
over  this  bill  and  know  what  I  am  voting 
for.  I  don't  care  how  many  members  of  the 
Board  were  on  that  committee,  nor  how  many 
meetings  the  committee  had :  but  I  do  not  think 
I  am  going  to  have  it  sprung  upon  me  in  a  minute 
and  submit  quietly.  When  you  asked  for  the  first 
action  to  be  taken  I  asked  if  it  was  to  be  finally 
acted  upon  this  evening,  and  I  was  told  that  I 
would  find  out.  I  don't  object  because  I  doubt 
the  committee.  But  it  is  not  to  be  expected 
that  I  can  in  a  few  minutes  understand  this  bill 
as  well  as  the  committee  who  have  had  it  un- 
der consideration  several  weeks.  It  is  not  be- 
cause I  doubt  this  committee— not  a  bit,  espe- 
cially when  I  see  the  noble  and  intelligent  gen- 
tlemen who  voted  for  it.  I  have  no  doubt  they 
have  gone  through  it  carefully.  But  that  don't 
satisfy  me.  I  want  to  know  for  myself.  I  am 
responsible  to  the  people  of  Boston  for  what  I 
do,  and  I  do  not  want  to  be  placed  in  the  po- 
sition of  voting  on  the  responsibility  of  others. 
Now  I  hope  the  members  of  the  Board  who 
voted  for  this  bill  will  take  into  consideration 
the  fact  that  I  do  not  ask  that  the  rule  be  not 
suspended  because  I  doubt  that  they  have  done 
the  best  they  could.  I  don't  say  so.  I  do  it  in 
order  to  have  an  opportunity  to  satisfy 
myself.  I  do  not  know  that  there  is  a 
single  thing  in  here  that  I  would  alter  or 
wish  to  change.  But  I  am  not  satisfied  of 
that  until  I  can  see  it  myself.  And  you  would 
rob  me  of  that  privilege.  I  have  a  right  to 
know,  and  I  have  asked  for  the  opportunity  to 
exercise  that  right.  I  do  not  wish  to  defer  legis- 
lation. I  think  this  bill  ought  to  have  been 
brought  in  a  week  ago.  If  the  gentlemen  in  the 
committee  could  not  agree,  how  could  you  ex- 
pect us  all  to  agree  to  the  bill  in  a  moment?  You 
have  had  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  and  could 
not  agree. 

Aid.  Allen  in  the  chair. 

Aid.  Carroll— Who  said  so? 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  said  so. 

Aid.  Carroll— You  don't  tell  the  truth. 

Aid.  Bromwich— It  is  fortunate  then,  since 
you— 

The  Chair— The  Chair  would  remind  the  al- 
derman that  the  question  is  on  the  motion  to 
adjourn  to  Wednesday  evening  next  at  7 
o'clock. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  don't  care  if  it  is  two  hours 
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from  now,  so  long  as  I  can  get  time  to  look  at 
this  bill.    I  will  vote  for  any  time. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— Being  the  only  member  of 
tbe  Board  who  was  not  on  trie  Committee  on 
Appropriations,  who  voted  to  take  this  matter 
up  tonight,  I  desire  to  defend  my  position.  I 
don't  profess  to  know  everything  about  all  the 
departments,  but  I  can  say  to  tbe  gentleman 
who  last  sat  down  that  I  feel  that  since  the 
beginning  of  the  year  I  have  become  perfectly 
acquainted  with  tbe  departments  on  whose  com- 
mittees I  have  acted,  and  know  what  their  wants 
are.  I  know  when  the  time  comes  to  debate  the 
question  of  appropriations  I  can  tell  whether  or 
not  they  are  receiving  what  I  consider  they 
ought  to  have.  If  the  gentleman  doesn't  know 
what  the  Paving  Committee  wants,  he  has  no 
right  to  be  there.  I  feel  he  does  know  what  the 
Paving  Committee  wants.  I  feel  that  he  can  tell 
me  what  they  want.  I  feel  that  every  member 
in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  here  knows  exactly 
what  each  department  wants.  I  think  we  can 
arrive  at  some  conclusion  if  we  take  this  matter 
up.  We  have  only  four  or  five  days  to  debate  it, 
and  the  sooner  it  commences  the  sooner  is  will 
be  finished:  For  that  reason  I  feel  as  though  I 
would  like  to  have  the  matter  taken  up  tonight. 
It  makes  little  difference  to  me  whether  it  is 
Wednesday  night  or  Monday.  If  the  alderman 
here  would  like  to  have  a  couple  of  hours,  and 
probably  a  little  refreshment  to  cool  him  off,  I 
feel  like  giving  it  to  him.  But  when  he  asks  for 
two  hours,  and  says  he  knows  nothing  about  it 
at  all,  and  only  asks  two  hours  to  look  into  a 
matter  of  eleven  millions  of  appropriations,  I 
think  he  could  sit  here  and  get  all  the  informa- 
tion he  wants  in  half  an  hour.    For  that  reason 

1  am  opposed  to  adjournment. 

Aid.  Bro.mwich — It  takes  all  my  time  here  to 
watch  what  is  going  on  without  studying  this. 

Aid.  Carroll — I  don't  propose,  and  I  cannot, 
Mr.  Chairman,  with  a  due  consideration  of  my 
own  interests— while  wishing  to  pay  proper 
deference  to  the  wishes  of  the  city— come  at  the 
beck  and  call  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  to  the 
sacrifice  of  my  own  interests.  I  have  given  con- 
siderable time  to  this  matter.  The  alderman 
opposite  has  not  been  in  the  position  that  I  have 
for  the  last  two  or  three  weeks,  meeting  two  or 
three  nights  every  week  and  postponing  mat- 
ters, thereby  making  me  neglect  my  own  bus- 
iness which  is  of  more  importance  to  me,  at 
least,  than  sacrificing  my  time  and  my  interests 
to  the  city.  I  am  willing  to  give  the  subject  a 
fair  share  of  my  time,  but  I  am  willing,  and  I 
propose  an  amendment  that  this  Board  take  a 
recess  subject  to  the  call  of  the  Chairman,  and 
in  the  mean  time  tbe  Board  can  have  lunch 
before  they  return. 

The  Chair— Do  you  move  to  amend  that  we 
take  a  recess? 

Aid.  Carroll — That  we  take  a  recess  subject 
to  the  call  of  the  Chair.  I  think  that  will  give 
the  gentlemen  of  the  Board  an  opportunity  to 
look  into  the  matter  as  thoroughly  as  if  they 
had  two  days. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith — I  hope  that  motion  will  not 
be  sustained.  I  think  we  should  adjourn  at  least 
to  Wednesday  night.  I  think  the  committee  in 
trying  to  press  this  thing  here  tonight  are  doing 
a  great  wrong,  both  to  the  other  members  of  the 
Board  and  to  the  city  of  Boston.  I  understand 
from  one  member  of  the  committee  that  the 
reason  why  this  has  not  been  reported  before, 
was  that  there  was  so  much  fighting  in  the  com- 
mittee. I  have  no  doubt  that  may  be  true,  and 
if  it  is  that  is  all  the  more  reason  why  we  should 
have  more  time  to  consider  it.  I  don't  feel  as 
though  we  ought  to  consider  it  in  an  hour  or  two 
after  this  time.  I  think  we  should  have  at  least 
24  or  48  hours  to  look  over  the  bill  and  compare 
it  with  that  of  last  year,  and  I  would  move  as  an 
amendment  that  we  adjourn  until  2  o'clock 
Thursday. 

Aid.  Maguire—  I  presume  the  alderman  means 
that  when  we  do  adjourn  we  adjourn  to  meet  at 

2  o'clockThuvsday? 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— That  is  the  motion ;  yes, 
sir. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  myself  hope  that  motion  will 
prevail.  Although  the  gentleman  on  the  Ap- 
propriation Committee  paid  attention  to  the 
wants  of  their  own  districts,  they  certainly  paid 
no  attention  to  the  wants  of  mine,  and  I  want 
the  same  opportunity  they  had  to  present  the 
case  of  my  constituents  with  reference  to  their 
wants.  I  say  that  there  are  different  sections  of 
the  city  here  that  have  been  provided  for,  and 


there  are  matters  which  I  have  presented  in  the 
Board  for  the  consideration  of  the  committee 
which  have  not  been  reported  upon. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man a  question.  Will  he  mention  any  district 
or  districts  that  have  received  any  special  legis- 
lation in  the  report  of  the  committee? 

Aid.  Maguire— Engine  house,  Charlestown, 
and  stable,  Brighton. 

Aid.  Carroll— What? 

Aid.  Maguire— I  haven't  read  the  whole  of  it. 

Aid.  Lee— If  the  alderman  will  give  way  one 
moment,  I  will  say  in  relation  to  the  stable  at 
Brighton  that  it  was  at  the  urgent  request  of  the 
committee  of  which  t lie  gentleman  is  chairman 
that  that  was  inserted.  That  is  for  the  Paving 
Department,  and  so  far  as  my  constituents  are 
concerned;  they  would  be  glad,  sir,  if  the  stable 
was  removed  from  within  the  limits  of  the  dis- 
trict. 

Aid.  Maguire— That  is  all  right,  but  there  are 
people  in  other  districts  who  want  stables  and 
other  things.  I  am  surprised  at  the  attitude  of 
the  gentlemen  opposite.  They  certainly  can 
lose  nothing  by  a  delay  of_  two  days.  I  want  to 
compare  these  amounts  with  the  estimates  and 
appropriations  of  the  different  departments  last 
year.  There  was  plenty  of  time  given  for  con- 
sideration of  tbe  estimates  last  year;  now  we 
have  certain  men  on  the  committee  who  pro- 
pose to  shut  us  off  and  give  us  nothing.  Last 
year  we  went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  and 
every  member  had  something  to  say  for  him- 
self. I  don't  propose  to  sit  here  representing  a 
constituency  that  wants  something  and  not 
have  something  to  say  with  reference  to  all  the 
appropriations.  I  want  to  suggest  to  the  com- 
mittee here  something  that  my  constituents 
want,  as  well  as  other  sections  of  tbe  city.  I 
think  it  is  nothing  more  than  fair  that  I  should 
have  a  right  to  be  heard.  If  we  meet  2  o'clock 
Thursday  I  think  the  members  of  the  Board 
who  have  had  no  knowledge  of  what  is  going  on 
on  the  part  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations 
can  understand  these  matters  so  as  to  present 
them  more  intelligently  than  at  the  present 
time.  I  shall  vote  tor  adjournment  to  2  o'clock 
Thursday. 

Aid.  Donovan— I  hope  the  motion  to  adjourn 
to  meet  on  Thursday  next  at  2  o'clock  will  not 
prevail.  The  alderman  who  has  just  taken  his 
seat,  has  given  the  impression  that  if  we  should 
come  to  a  vote  on  this  bill  tonight,  we  are 
going  to  pass  this  bill  as  a  whole.  I  think  I  am 
safe  in  saying  that  the  action  of  the  majority  of 
the  members,  in  voting  to  consider  this  bill  to- 
night, had  no  such  intention;  that  when  the 
bill  would  be  taken  up.  it  would  be  taken  up 
each  item  separately.  Eacli  aldermen,  then, 
would  have  a  chance  to  amend  in  just  what 
form  he  saw  fit.  If  he  has  got  items  in  mind 
looking  to  tbe  interest  of  his  section  of  the  city, 
he  can,  just  as  well,  by  an  amendment,  consider 
those:  items  tonight,  as  he  can  next  Thursday. 
If  he  wants  to  go  out  and  find  what  he  can  bring 
in  and  lumber  this  bill  up,  I  don't  propose  for 
one  to  give  my  vote  to  allow  anything  of  that 
kind  to  be  done.  We  have  gone  and  given  this 
matter  considerable  attention.  We  have  done 
everything  it  is  possible  to  do,  and  kept  within 
the  limit  prescribod  by  tbe  Legislature.  We  bavo 
even  gone  so  far  as  to  wait  to  see  if  any  relief 
such  as  has  been  talked  about  was  going  to 
come.  There  has  been  talk  of  relief  whereby 
we  would  get  from  $400,000  to  $600,000  more  to 
appropriate,  and  we  have  postponed  our  meet- 
ings until  thejvery  last  moment,  in  order  to  get 
the  benefit  of  that  relief,  but  the  Legislature 
have  not  come  to  us,  and  it  is  only  this  after- 
noon that  the  bill  has  been  reported  to  the  Sen- 
ate to  allow  us  the  least  particle  of  relief,  and  I 
understand  since  this  Board  met  that  the  bill 
was  reported  in  the  Senate  this  afternoon.  It 
will  take  some  two  or  three  weeks  to  pass  that 
bill — if  passed— and  even  after  being  passed  by 
both  branches,  it  will  then  possibly  have  a  de- 
lay awaiting  the.  signature  of  the  governor.  I 
am  satisfied,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  every  member 
of  this  Board  can  act  just  as  intelligently  tonight 
in  considering  this  bill,  as  we  propose  to  consider 
it,  item  bv  item,  as  he  can  on  Wednesday  night, 
or  as  he  can  on  Thursday  afternoon.  I  there- 
fore hope,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  motion  to  ad- 
journ to  meet  on  Thursday  next,  at  2  o'clock, 
will  not  prevail. 

Aid.  Capen— If  we  refuse  to  reconsider  the 
vote,  two  thirds  not  voting,  can  we  get  at  it 
after  the  recess? 
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The  Chair— I  suppose  we  could  reconsider  the 
vote,  and  the  matter  would  go  over  to  the  next 
meeting  under  the  refusal  to  suspend  the  rule. 

Aid.  Capen— That  is  what  I  thought. 

The  Chair— The  next  meeting  of  the  Board 
would  be  whenever  we  adjourn. 

Aid.  Capen— Then  the  recess  wouldn't  amount 
to  anything? 

Aid.  Carroll — I  desire  to  make  the  motion 
that  we  adjourn,  subject  to  the  call  of  the  Chair, 
in  order  that  we  might  have  an  opportunity  to 
go  over  and  get  supper,  and  then  come  back  and 
consider  the  bill.  As  no  business  has  inter- 
vened, I  move  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by 
which  we  refused  to  suspend  the  rule  to  consider 
the  bill. 

Aid.  Capen— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
there  is  an  amendment  pending. 

Aid.  Lee— I  would  like  to  inquire  what  the 
point  of  order  is? 

Aid.  Capen — An  amendment  has  been  offered. 

Aid.  Lee— I  would  like  to  inquire  if  any  busi- 
ness has  been  recorded  upon  the  journal? 

The  Chair  [after  the  clerk  had  referred  to  his 
record]— No  business  has  been  recorded. 

Aid.  Carroll — I  claim  that  my  motion  is  in 
order  now,  as  no  business  has  intervened,  and  I 
move  a  reconsideration  of  that  vote. 

The  Chair— The  vote  by  which  the  Board  re- 
fused 1o  suspend  the  rule? 

Aid.  Carroll— Yes,  sir. 

The  Chair— The  Chair  would  rule  that  in 
order. 

The  Chair  put  the  question  on  reconsideration 
of  the  vote  whereby  the  Board  refused  to  sus- 
pend the  rule. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  hope  the  rule  will  not  be 
suspended. 

The  Chair— The  question  is  not  on  suspension 
of  the  rule. 

Aid.  Bromwich— Well,  on  the  motion  to  re- 
consider ;  that  is  right,  I  believe.  The  fact  is 
that  seven  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  are  in 
favor  of  having  this  thing  passed  upon  now,  and 
five  are  against  it,  and  I  am  glad  to  see  that  one 
of  the  seven  has  thought  it '  courtesy  enough  to 
have  the  other  five  left  here  for  a  little  time  to 
look  over  the  report  brought  in.  Seven  of  the 
gentlemen  come  in  here  and  tell  us  that  there  is 
plenty  of  room  and  plenty  of  chance  for  us  to 
amend  the  appropriations  for  any  of  these  de- 
partments that  have  been  brought  in  here. 
Well  there  is,  perhaps,  if" one  of  the  gentlemen 
who  voted  to  suspend  the  rule  would  be  with  us. 
It  would  then  stand  six  to  six  only,  but  if  it 
stands  seven  to  five  what  chance  do  you  give 
the  five  members  of  the  Board?  It  is  simply 
choking  them  right  off.  A  minority  report  is 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Whitmore  of  the  Common 
Council — 

Aid.  McLaughlin— One  of  them. 

Aid.  Bromwich— One  of  them.  What  is  the 
good  of  us  making  any  amendment  or  suggest- 
ing any  amendment.  You  can  see  it  isn't  justice 
to  us.  Seven  was  the  number  appointed  on  the 
Appropriation  Committee.  With  the  exception 
of  one  or  two  items  you  are  unanimous  in  your 
report,  and  yet  you  want  to  tell  the  rty  to  come  « 
into  the  spider's  nest  by  asking  us  to  suspend 
the  rule,  and  I  for  one.  don't  intend  to  allow  you 
to  do  so,  if  possible.  Now  I  think  it  is  the  best 
thing  not  to  suspend  the  rule,  but  to  let  the  mat- 
ter go  over  until  the  other  five  members  have 
got  as  much  knowledge  as  you  seven  gentlemen 
have  got,  or  try  to  get  enough  to  satisfy  our- 
selves. I  am  going  to  do  so,  and  think  I  am 
doing  right.  When  I  know  enough  to  satisfy 
myself,  I  shall  get  up  and  vote  on  the  matter. 

Aid.  N:  G.  Smith— I  admire  the  eloquence  of 
my  ancient  friend  opposite,  and  especially  his 
consistency.  Ordinarily.  I  believe  that  when  a 
member  of  this  Board  asks  that  Rule  6  may  not 
be  suspended,  it  is  the  perfectly  proper  and  just 
thing  to  be  done.  That  is  the  position  I  have 
always  assumed,  and  my  friend  opposite  is 
either  on  the  fence  or  on  the  wrong  side  of  it 
always.  He  is  arguing  tonight  against  suspend- 
ing the  rule,  and  against  reconsidering  the  vote 
by  which  these  rules  were  suspended,  while  at 
the  last  meeting  he  was  on  the  other  side,  and 
on  the  wrong  side,  as  he  generally  is.  He  gives 
the  very  same  reasons  to  night  for  not  suspend- 
ing the  rule  that  he  gave  at  last  meeting  for 
suspending  it.  Now,  if  his  argument  of  a  week 
ago  was  correct,  then  the  rules  ought  to  be  sus- 
pended and  this  order  ought  to  be  acted  on  to- 
night. I  would  be  very  gla<  I  to  give  any  gentleman 
an  opportunity  to  look  this  bill  over,  if  I  could 


see  any  proper  reason  for  refusing  a  suspension 
of  the  rule.  The  order  is  to  be  taken  up  item  by 
item;  every  appropriation  on  this  bill  has  been 
considered  by  its  proper  committee,  and  the 
committee  know  just  what  their  departments 
need.  They  are  as  well  prepared  tonight  as 
they  will  be  a  week  or  month  hence  to  defend 
that  appropriation,  and  when  a  department 
comes  before  the  Board  for  action  the  commit- 
tee will  be  prepared  at  once  to  get  up  here  and 
state  their  reasons  for  an  increase,  or  if  they  ob- 
ject to  the  amount  that  is  recommended  by  the 
Appropriation  Committee.  The  members  will 
know  no  more  after  a  week's  consideration  of 
this  matter  than  they  do  tonight.and  it  is  only  a 
week  from  now  to  the  first  of  May.  The  bill  ought 
to  be  brought  before  the  Council  next  Thursday 
night, and  a  question  may  be  taken  on  the  bill  this 
evening,  or  possibly  we  may  devote  several  eve- 
nings in  this  week  after  we  commence  on  it  to- 
night, before  arriving  at  the  end.  It  seems  to 
me  for  that  reason  that  we  should  act  as  fast  as 
possible  on  the  matter,  and  get  as  far  along  to- 
night as  we  can,  and  if  we  can't  finish  it  we  can 
adjourn  to  tomorrow  or  the  next  evening,  as  we 
may  agree  upon,  and  continue  to  the  end.  I 
hope  the  motion  to  reconsider  will  be  carried, 
and  that  the  rule  will  be  suspended  tonight. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— Do  I  understand  the  Chair 
to  say  that  the  motion  to  adjourn  was  out  of 
order? 

The  Chair— No,  sir.  the  Chair  has  not  made 
any  such  ruling. 

Aid.  C.  W.  SMiTH-Then  why  doesn't  the  Chair 
put  the  question  on  my  motion  to  adjourn  to 
Thursday  night?  I  made  a  motion  to  adjourn 
to  Thursday  night. 

The  Chair— The  motion  was.  if  the  Chair 
understood  it,  that  when  we  adjourn,  we  ad- 
journ to  next  Thursday  night. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— A  motion  to  adjourn  to  a 
time  stated  does  not  take  precedence  of  other 
business.  A  simple  motion  to  adjourn  is  the 
only  one  that  takes  precedence  of  other  busi- 
ness, so  that  the  alderman's  motion  was  not  in 
order. 

Aid.  Bromwich— The  alderman  opposite  has 
seen  fit  to  crit  cise  me  and  my  actions  at  the 
last  meeting  of  this  Board,  But  he  makes  the 
funny  excuse  about  being  on  the  fence  at  the 
last  meeting,  and  that  I  was  just  contrary  to  my 
position  tonight  in  hoping  that  the  rule  should 
be  suspended  at  that  time.  I  should  like  to- 
night to  have  the  alderman  give  the  reason 
why  I  was  so.  It  was  simply  to  change 
a  franchise  from  one  corporation  to  another  at 
that  time.  And  there  was  no  expense  attached 
to  it— no  money  to  be  spent.  But  if  he  likened 
that  to  the  action  tonight  where  there  is  a  re- 
port carrying  $11,000,000  to  be  spent  in  the  com- 
ing year,  all  right.  I.  think  that  there  is  no  get- 
ting on  the  fence  on  this  matter.  It  is  a  differ- 
ent matter  altogether  from  the  one  he  refeis  to. 
I  shall  act  just  I  think  proper,  fence  or  no  fence. 
In  having  the  rule  suspended  to  transfer  a  fran- 
chise upon  which  there  is  no  money  to  be  spent 
is  likened  to  a  matter  which  is  going  to  cost  the 
city  of  Boston  such  a  large  sum  of  money.  I  think 
it  is  a  different  tiling  entirely.  I  think  that  the 
rules  should  not  be  suspended  in  this  matter  to 
choke  down  five  aldermen  who  know  nothing  of 
this  matter,  and  it  is  a  piece  of  presumption  on 
the  part  of  the  other  aldermen  to  assert  that 
they  know  as  much  now  as  they  will  know,  be- 
cause it  is  as  much  as  to  say  that  they  know 
nothing  and  never  will.  Now  I  want  the  Board 
to  understand  that  when  I  have  looked  this 
over  and  have  satisfied  myself  that  it  suits  me. 
I  will  vote  for  it,  but  until  I  have  done  so  I 
won't. 

Aid.  Haynes— I  move  to  amend  the  motion 
made  by  the  alderman  on  my  left,  that  we  ad- 
journ to  tomorrow,  Tuesday  night,  at  7  o'clock. 

Aid.  Capen — I  second  that  motion. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  am  willing  to  accept  that 
amendment.  I  am  willing  to  vote  to  adjourn  to 
an"  time  after  today  that  the  Board  wishes. 

The  Chairman— Aid.  Haynes  moves  that 
when  this  Board  adjourns,  it  be  to  meet  on 
Tuesday  evening  at  7  o'clock. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  hope  the  alderman  won't 
insist  upon  that  motion.  It  will  be  impossible 
for  me  to  be  here  tomorrow  night.  I  can  be 
here  Wednesday  night  or  be  here  Thursday  night. 

Aid.  N.  (i.  Smith— It  seems  to  me  that  the  mo- 
tion before  the  Board  at  this  time  is  the  motion 
to  reconsider,  and  these  motions  are  out  of 
order. 
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Aid.  Lee— I  would  call  the  Chair's  attention 
to  Rule  8,  that  the  motion  is  made  by  the  alder- 
man on  my  left  to  reconsider,  or  any  other 
motion. 

The  Chair— The  Chair  would  decide  that  Aid. 
Carroll's  motion  was  the  first  motion  and  the 
others  are  in  the  nature  of  an  amendment,  and 
the  question  would  come  upon  the  amendment 
of  the  motion  under  Rule  S.  Therefore,  the 
question  will  be,  shall  the  motion  of  Aid.  Car- 
roll to  reconsider— 

Aid.  Carroll— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  motion  to  adjourn  is  not  ermane  to  the  mo- 
tion offered  by  me. 

The  Chair — The  Chair  thinks  that  point  of 
order  well  taken. 

Aid.  Capen  moved  to  adjourn.  The  motion  to 
adjourn  was  lost. 

Aid.  Capen  doubted  the  vote,  and  Aid.  Dono- 
van asked  that  a  verification  be  made  by  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost ;  yeas  2,  nays 
10;  Aid.  Capen  and  C.  AV.  Smith  voting  yea. 

The  Chair— The  question  is  on  the  motion 
of  Aid.  Carroll  to  reconsider  the  vote  whereby 
the  Board  refused  to  suspend  Rule  6. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  Chair  decided 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  carried. 

Aid.  Capen  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  a 
verification  by  yeas  and  nays,  upon  which  Aid. 
Carroll  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  carried ;  yeas  8, 
nays  4 : 

Yeas— Aid.  Allen,  Carroll,  Donovan,  Haynes. 
Lee,  McLaughlin,  N.  G.  Smith,  Sullivan— 8. 

Nays — Aid.  Bromwich,  Capen,  Maguire,  C.  W. 
Smith — i. 

The  question  then  came  upon  suspension  of 
Rule  6. 

The  Board  voted,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll,  at 
7.20  P.  M.  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the  call  of 
the  Chair. 

The  Board  was  called  to  order  at  8.45  P.M. 

The  Chairman— Aid.  Lee  moves  that  the  rule 
be  suspended  in  order  that  the  order  may  be  put 
upon  its  passage  at  this  time. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  move  that  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen go  into  committee  of  the  whole  to  con- 
sider this  matter  of  appropriations. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  second  the  motion. 

Aid.  Lee— I  certainly  must  rise  to  a  question 
of  privilege,  that  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rule 
being  a  privileged  question  takes  precedence  of 
any  other  motion  that  may  be  made  at  this 
time. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  was  just  going  to 
call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  motion  to  sus- 
pend the  rale  is  before  the  house  now  and  that 
it  takes  precedence. 

Aid.  Bromwich— If  the  motion  to  suspend  the 
rale  is  carried  would  a  motion  to  go  into  the 
committee  of  the  whole  be  in  order? 

The  Chairman— Certainly. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  was  declared 
carried.  Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  doubted  the  yote.and 
by  direction  of  the  chairman  the  roll  was  called, 
yeas  9,  nays  3,  Aid.  Capen,  Maguire,  C.  W.  Smith 
voting  nay,  and  the  rule  was  declared  suspend- 
ed. 

Aid.  Sullivan— Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  would 
make  a  motion  that  we  go  into  committee  of 
the  whole. 

The  motion  was  carried  and  at  9.57  P.M.  the 
Board  went  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
Appropriation  bill,  Aid.  Lee  in  the  chair. 

fhe  session  of  the  Board  was  resumed  at  10.42 
P.M.,  Aid.  Donovan  in  the  chair. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following: 

The  committee  of  the  whole  Board  of  Alder- 
men, to  whom  was  referred  the  Appropriation 
bill,  as  submitted  by  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations, having  considered  the  said  bill,  re- 
spectfully recommend  its  passage  with  the  fol- 
lowing amendments,  namely: 

Appropriation:  Increase.      Reduce. 

East  Hoston  ferries #8,000 

Health  Department 25,000 

Mt.  Hope  Cemetery,  removal  of  gravel  #8,000 

Reserved  fund 25,000 

Boylston-street  bridge,  prefix  words,  "Con- 
struction of." 

The  Appropriation  bill  as  amended  is  here- 
with submitted  for  adoption  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen. 

For  the  committee, 

John  H.  Lee,  Chairman. 
The  report  was  accepted. 
The  Chairman  proceeded  toSread  the  bill  as 


amended  by  the  committee  of  the  whole,  stating 
that  he  would  read  the  gross  amounts  of  the 
appropriations,  and  would  not  read  the  special 
items  of  each  appropriation  unless  called  tor  by 
some  member. 

When  the  item  for  Paving  Department  was 
reached,  Aid.  Maguire  said  he  would  like  to 
have  the  items  for  Paving  Department  read 
separately. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  will  continue  the 
reading  and  take  note  of  the  alderman's  request. 

The  reading  of  the  items  was  finished. 

Aid.  Lee— Do  I  understand  that  the  alderman 
asks  for  a  division? 

The  Chairman— Yes,  sir, 

Aid.  Lee— And  that  under  the  rales  any  mem- 
ber can  ask  for  a  division? 

The  Chairman— Certainly. 

Aid.  Lee— I  move  that  debate  be  now  closed 
upon  the  bill. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  hope  the  aldermen  will  not 
close  debate.  I  have  a  few  facts  to  present  in 
regard  to  the  Paving  Department  for  several 
years  past,  but  if  it  is  desired  to  interpose  gag 
law  I  can't  help  it.  I  want,  to  set  the  depart- 
ment right  before  the  citizens  of  Boston.  There 
have  been  demands  for  work  by  that  depart- 
ment, more  work  than  they  could  do,  and  I 
want  to  show  why  it  was  not  done.  I  hope  the 
alderman  will  withdraw  the  motion. 

The  Chairman — The  Chair  desires  to  say  that 
no  gag  law  is  attempted.  The  motion  was 
passed  in  the  committee  of  the  whole  that  the 
chairman  move  that  debate  be  now  closed  on 
the  bill,  and  the  alderman  is  not  justified  in 
using  any  such  language  as  that  before  the 
Board. 

Aid.  Lee  -While  I  do  not  desire  to  reveal  any 
of  the  doings  of  the  committee,  I  only  wish  to 
say  that  the  committee  of  which  I  was  a  mem- 
ber voted  that  that  motion  should  be  made,  and 
in  making  the  motion  I  am  only  doing  what  I 
deem  to  be  my  duty  as  a  member  of  that  com- 
mittee, and  I  trust  the  members  of  the  Board 
will  bear  me  out. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  would  state  that  I  do  not 
think  the  gentleman  is  justifiable  in  making 
that  statement,  because  I  gave  notice  before  the 
committee  arose  that  I  should  make  objection 
to  the  motion.  I  can  only  say  that  so  far  as  offer- 
ing a  motion  of  that  kind  myself,  I  never  did  it. 
If  the  gentleman  wants  to  place  himself  in  that 
light,  if  he  wants  to  close  debate  and  does  not 
want  the  information  such  as  I  can  give  to  the 
citizens  of  Boston,  well  and  good.  I  don't  think 
the  gentleman  would  feel  well  himself  to  be 
crowded  down  in  that  •way.  However,  I  suppose 
that  the  motion  to  close  debate  will  be  carried, 
and  I  will  have  to  submit  to  it. 

Aid.  Bromwich— Do  I  understand  that  when 
a  member  of  this  Board  gave  notice  that,  when 
you  had  gone  through  the  items  and  he  arose  to 
address  the  Chair,  no  matter  what  he  wanted  to 
state,  that  it  is  in  order  to  rise  and  move  to  close 
debate  right  here? 

Aid.  Carroll— As  chairman  of  the  committee 
he  was  so  instructed,  and  he  has  a  right  to  make 
that  motion. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  did  not  vote  upon  it  and  I 
hope  it  will  not  pass.  It  makes  no  difference. 
If  the  alderman  on  my  left  has  anything  to  say 
I  think  wo  ought  to  hear  him. 

Aid.  Maguire— The  reason  I  make  that  mo- 
tion is  this:  Almost  all  the  departments  in  the 
eitv  of  Boston  have  been  increased,  and  here  is 
the  largest  department  which  has  been  de- 
creased every  year  from  18(59  down  to  the  present 
timo.  Tii e  appropriation  for  paving  is  less  to- 
day than  it  was— 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  will  rule  the  gen- 
tleman out  of  order  at  the  present  time, 

Aid.  Maguire— That  is  the  kind  of  informa- 
tion I  wanted  togive  to  this  Board,  and  if  they 
want  to  cry  mo  down,  Well  anil  good. 

The  Chairman— There  is  no  attempt  to  cry 
the  gentleman  down. 

Aid.  N.  (4.  Smith— It  seems  to  me  it  is  an  un- 
usual motion  to  make  in  this  Hoard.  It  is  some- 
thing 1  never  heard  of  before.  If  the  gentle- 
man wants  to  talk  I  am  willing  to  sit  hero  and 
listen  to  him.  It  is  one  of  those  things  which 
will  conic  home  to  plaguo  us.  Although  some 
of  us  may  not  care  to  hear  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman,  I  hope  he  will  not,  he  prevented  from 
saying  what  he  wants  to  say.  It  seems  to  mo  it 
is  contrary  to  the  rules  of  this  Board  to  move  to 
close  debate.  The  previous  question  is  not  pro- 
vided for  in  our  rules,  and  it  seems  to  mo   that 
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this  motion  to  close  debate  is  in  the  line  with  a 
motion  for  the  previous  question. 

Aid.  Sullivan— Last  year  in  the  committee  of 
the  whole  we  agreed  to  make  a  motion  of  this 
kind,  and  it  was  made  and  carried. 

Aid.  Maguire— There  was  no  objection  last 
year,  and  there  has  been  objection  this  year. 
I  notified  the  chairman  before  we  left  the  room 
that  I  should  object. 

The  motion  to  close  debate  was  declared  car- 
ried. Aid.  Maguire  doubted  the  vote  and  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  motion  was  carried ; 
yeas  7,  nays  5: 

Yeas— Aid.  Capen,  Carroll,  Donovan,  Haynes, 
Lee,  McLaughlin,  Sullivan— 7. 

Nays— Aid.  Allen,  Bromwich,  Maguire,  N.  G. 
Smith,  C.  W.  Smith— 5. 

The  Chairman— The  question  is  upon  the 
passage  of  the  amended  orders  which  have  been 
read,  with  the  exception  of  the  appropriation  for 
Paving  Department.  The  Chair  will  first  ask 
the  Board  to  vote  on  the  item  for  armories,  that 
requiring  a  yea  and  nay  vote. 

The  item  for  armories  was  passed ;  yeas  12, 
nays  0. 

The  question  was  next  taken  upon  the  passage 
of  the  item  for  public  parks,  and  it  was  passed ; 
yeas  12,  nays  0. 

The  item  for  public  celebrations  was  next  ac- 
ted on  and  it  was  passed ;  yeas  12,  nays  0. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  at  this  time 
state  that  he  is  in  a  little  doubt  about  the  appro- 
priation for  incidentals,  and  in  order  to  make 
sure  he  will  cover  any  defect  in  the  law  by  tak- 
ing the  yeas  and  nays,  and  in  order  to  be  on  the 
right  side. 

The  item  for  incidental  expenses  was  passed ; 
yeas  12,  nays  0. 

The  Chairman— The  question  now  before  the 
Board  is  the  total  amount  of  the  Appropriation 
bill,  of  $11,229,094  less  $840,000  for  the  appropria- 
tion for  paving,  which  will  be  taken  separately. 

The  item  was  passed. 

The  Chairman  —The  question  now  before  the 
Board  is  the  appropriation  of  $840,000  for  Pav- 
ing Department.  All  those  in  favor  will  say 
aye- 
Aid.  Maguire— Before  that  motion  is  put- 
Aid.  Carroll— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  will  have  to  rule 
the  gentleman  out  of  order. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  rise  to  a  question  of  privi- 
lege. 

Aid.  Carroll— My.  point  of  order  is  that  no 
debate  is  in  order  while  solving  the  doubt.  The 
chairman  had  put  the  question  before  the  gen- 
tleman arose. 

Aid.  Maguire— Cannot  a  member  rise  to  a 
question  of  privilege  at  any  time? 

The  Chairman— No,  sir,  not  at  this  time. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  suppose  you  cannot  unless 
you  are  on  the  right  side  of  the  house. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  simply  rise  to  ask  a  ques- 
tion. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that 
there  is  nothing  in  order  while  the  Chair.is  solv- 
ing the  doubt.  One  side  of  the  question  had 
been  put  and  the  Chair  was  about  to  put  the 
negative. 

Aid.  Bromwich— If  I  understand  the  question 
now  is  on  voting  for  the  $840,000. 

The  Chairman— Yes,  sir. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  would  ask  if  we  are  de- 
prived of  that  privilege? 

The  Chairman — The  Chair  has  not  made  any 
ruling  on  the  alderman's  point  of  order. 

Aid.  Bromwich— Then  I  would  ask  if  it  is  out 
of  order  for  a  member  to  rise  and  ask  the  Chair- 
man a  question? 

The  Chairman — For  the  information  of  the 
alderman  I  would  say  no. 

Aid.  Bromwich— Because  the  point  of  order 
was  raised.  I  wanted  to  ask  if  it  was  in  order  to 
increase  or  decrease  that  amount  at  the  present 
time? 

The  Chairman— At  the  present  stage  it  would 
not  be  in  order. 

Aid.  Bromwich— That  is  simply  what  I  rose 
for. 

The  Chairman— After  the  vote  is  passed  the 
gentleman  can  move  a  reconsideration,  and  if 
that  prevails  the  gentleman  can  move  to  amend 
the  amount. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  would  like  to  venture  one 
other  question.  Why  cannot  that  amount  be 
increased  now? 

[The  chairman  referred  to  the  reporter's  notes 
of  the  debate.] 


The  Chair  would  state  to  Aid.  Bromwich  that 
the  Chair  was  wrong  in  saying  to  him  that  the 
amount  could  not  be  amended,  also  wrong  in 
making  the  same  answer  to  Aid.  Maguire. 

Aid.  Lee— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that  the 
motion  to  close  debate  having  been  passed,  no 
motion  can  be  entertained  by  the  presiding 
officer,  and  the  question  must  be  immediatsly 
taken  after  it  has  been  voted  to  close  debate. 
Therefore  no  amendment  of  any  kind  or  char- 
acter can  be  entertained  by  the  Chair.  I  state 
that  because  I  believe  I  state  it  authoritatively. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  will  rule  the  point 
of  order  not  well  taken.  Although  the  motion 
to  close  debate  prevailed,  that  would  not  pre- 
vent any  member  from  rising  in  his  place  and 
moving  to  amend  any  item  in  this  bill;  but  it 
would  cut  him  off  from  debating  it  in  any  form. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— I  would  like  to  ask  the 
Chair  whether  this  amount  can  be  amended  by 
an  increase? 

The  Chairman— That  would  be  impossible, 
because  it  would  be  exceeding  the  limit. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— That  is  what  I  wanted  to 
get  at. 

Aid.  Maguire— Why  not? 

Aid.  McLaughlin— Because  the  $840,000  just 
gives  you  the  limit. 

Aid,  Carroll — I  again  renew  my  point  of  or- 
der, that  no  amendment  can  be  made  to  the 
bill  in  the  stage  in  which  it  is  now. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  will  rule  the  point 
of  order  not  well  taken,  as  the  Chair  had  already 
decided  that  he  had  not  proceeded  far  enough 
in  taking  the  question  to  decide  that  it  was  a 
question  of  solving  the  doubt.  Before  the  Chair 
had  called  for  the  negative  he  was  interrupted 
by  Aid.  Maguire.  The  Chair  would  therefore 
have  to  rule  the  point  of  order  not  well  taken. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  would  like  to  say  that  we 
have  a  reserved  fund  here  which  we  do  not 
need,  and — 

The  CHAiRMaN— We  cannot  consider  any  ©ther 
item  now  except  the  Paving  Department,  unless 
by  reconsideration. 

Aid.  Maguire— In  order  to  bring  the  matter 
before  the  bouse,  I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  item  for  reserved  fund  was  passed. 

The  Chairman— The  question  before  the  house 
is  the  passage  of  the  item  for  the  Paving  De- 
partment.   That  is  the  pending  motion. 

Aid.  Allen— The  question  before  the  house  is 
on  solving  the  doubt. 

The  Chairman— No,  sir.  I  had  not  got  far 
enough  for  that.  The  Chair  had  only  called  for 
the  affirmative. 

Aid.  Maguire— Do  I  understand  the  question 
to  be  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Paving  De- 
partment? 

The  Chairman— Yes,  sir. 

Aid.  Maguire— And  that  is  debatable? 

The  Chairman— No,  sir. 

Aid.  Maguire — Let  me  understand  your  reason 
why  we  cannot  amend  that. 

The  Chairman— You  can  make  an  amend- 
ment by  making  the  amount  less. 

Aid.  Maguire— We  don't  want  that.  Do  I  un- 
derstand we  cannot  make  a  motion  to  increase 
it,  and  cannot  debate  it  as  it  is  now  before  the 
Board? 

The  Chairman— No,  sir. 

Aid.  Maguire— What  are  you  going  to  do? 

The  Chairman — That  is  a  question  for  the 
Board  to  decide,  whether  they  will  appropriate 
$840,000  for  the  Paving  Department. 

Aid.  Bromwich— Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  not,  of 
course,  want  to  run  against  your  decision,  but  it 
looks  to  me  as  if  the  rule  would  work  both  ways, 
and  if  we  can  amend  to  decrease,  we  can 
amend  to  increase, 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  has  already  ruled 
that  a  motion  to  decrease  is  in  order;  but  debate 
is  not  in  order. 

Aid.  Bromwich— If  we  can  amend  to  decrease, 
why  cannot  we  amend  to  increase? 

The  Chairman— Because  you  have  already 
appropriated  $10,3X9,094,  and  if  you  appropriate 
more  than  $840,000  for  Paving  Department  you 
will  exceed  the  limit  of  taxation. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  would  like  to  ask  the  limit 
of  taxation? 

The  Chairman— $11,329,094. 

Aid  Bromwich— What  is  the  amount  already 
appropriated? 

The  Chairman— $10,389,094. 

Aid.  Bromwich— How  much  is  that  short  of 
the  limitation. 

The  Chairman— $840,000. 
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Aid.  Bbomwich— Then  why  cannot  we  in- 
crease it?  Do  I  understand  that  the  amount  of 
the  appropriation  is  more  or  less  than  the 
amount  of  the  limit? 

The  Chairman— It  is  just  the  same,  less  $840,- 
000,  as  you  can  appropriate  on  your  tax  levy. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— And  the  Paving  Depart- 
ment takes  the  whole  of  that. 

Aid.  Capen— I  call  for  the  question. 

Aid.  Bromwich— If  we  should  reduce  this 
$840,000  just  50  cents  it  certainly  would  he  de- 
batable? 

The  Chairman— No,  sir. 

Aid.  Bromwich— Cannot  we  reduce  it? 

The  Chairman— By  amendment  you  can,  but 
debate  would  not  be  in  order. 

Aid.  Bromwich— They  have  got  us  all  ways. 

The  Chairman — The  question  is  on  the  appro- 
priation of  §840,000  for  Paving  Department. 

Aid.  Capen  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
the  item  for  Paving  Department  was  passed; 
yeas  11,  nay  1 ;  Aid.  Maguire  voting  nay. 

The  Chairman — The  question  is  now  upon  ap- 
propriating the  full  amount  of  $11,229,094. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  move  to  reconsider  that  item 
called  the  reserved  fund.    My  reason — 

The  Chairman — No  debate  is  in  order. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  want  to  give  some  reasons. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost. 

The  total  item  of  $11,229,064  was  passed. 

The  remaining  orders  in  the  bill  were  read, 
and  on  their  passage  Aid.  Allen  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  passed ;  yeas  12, 
nays  0.  Aid.  Sullivan  moved  to  reconsider  all 
votes  whereby  the  Appropriation  bill  had  been 
passed,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail,  with  the 
exception  of  the  reserved  fund.  The  motion  to 
reconsider  was  lost.    Sent  down. 

CAMBRIDGE-STREET  BRIDGE,   ALLSTON. 

Aid.  Bromwich  offered  an  order— That  the 
city  engineer  be  authorized,  under  the  direction 
of  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  construct  a  bridge 
over  the  Boston  &  Albany  railroad  location  in 
Cambridge  street,  Allston,  the  expense  attend- 
ing the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  special  appro- 
priation, Cambridge-street  bridge,  Allston. 

Passed,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Sent 
down. 

MEMORIAL  DAT  IN  BRIGHTON. 

Aid.  Lee  presented  an  invitation  from  Francis 
Washburn  Post  92,  G.  A.  R.,  for  the  City  Council 
to  attend  their  memorial  service  in  Brighton 
May  29  next,  at  2  P.M. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

REMOVAL  OF  DEAD  TREES. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  an  order— That  William  W. 
Marsh  be  allowed  to  remove  a  tree  in  front  of 
his  estate.  Cambridge  street,  Brighton,  at  his 
own  expense,  under  the  direction  of  the  super- 
iiilcndcnt  of  common,  etc. 

In  connection  with  the  above  the  chairman 
offered  the  following: 

Ordered.  That  E.  J.  Russell  be  authorized  to 
remove,  without  expense  to  the  city,  the  dead 
trees  on  Austin  street,  adjacent  to  the  State 
prison,  under  the  direction  of  the  superinten- 
dent of  Common,  etc. 

The  two  orders  were  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

SEWER  ABATEMENTS,   ETC. 

Aid  Lek  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Sewers: 

Ordered,  That  the  sewer  assessment  against 
the  estate  of  William,  Marian,  and  Henrietta 
Faxon,  on  Washington  street,  between  Bowdoin 
and  Eldon  streets,  amounting  to  $72.15,  be  and 
hereby  is  abated,  and  the  same  amount  is  reas- 
sessed to  Maria  M.  Ourish,  owner  of  said  estate. 

Ordered,  That  the  sewer  assessment  against 
the  estate  of  William,  Marian  and  Henrietta 
Faxon,  on  Washington  street,  between  Bowdoin 
and  Eldon  streets,  amounting  to  $14,430,  be  and 
hereby  is  abated,  and  the  same  amount  reas- 
sassed  to  Charles  S.  Clerke,  owner  of  said  estate. 

Ordered,  That  the  sewer  assessment:  against 
the  estate  of  William,  Marian  and  Hen- 
rietta Faxon  on  Washington  street,  between 
Bowdoin  and  Eldon  streets,  amounting  to 
$111,  be  and  hereby  is  abated,  and  the  same 
amount  reassessed  to  John  McDonald,  owner  of 
said  estate. 

Ordered,  That  the  sewer  assessment  against 
the  estate  of  William,  Marian  and  Henrietta 
Faxon,  on  Washington  street,  between  Bowdoin 


and  Eldon  streets,  amounting  to  $1G6.50,  be  and 
hereby  is  abated  and  the  same  amount  reas- 
sessed to  G.  W.  Pope,  owner  of  said  estate. 

Ordered,  That  the  sewer  assessment  against 
the  estate  of  William,  Marian  and  Henrietta 
Faxon  on  Washington  street  between  Bowdoin 
and  Eldon  streets,  amounting  to  $136.32,  be  and 
hereby  is  abated,  and  the  same  amount  reas- 
sessed to  Fred  H.  Taleott  for  $29.58,  Reuben  and 
Edward  F.  Gleason  for  $34.94,  and  to  William, 
Marian  and  Henrietta  Faxon  for  $71.83,  owners 
of  said  estate. 

Orders  severally  passed  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule. 

LAND  DAMAGES. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an  order  to  pay  on  the 
usual  condition  to  Albert  Brackett  the  sum  of 
$45  for  land  taken  and  all  damages  occasioned 
by  the  widening  of  Norfolk  street  at  Dorchester. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

AUSTIN  FARM. 

Aid.  Allen  offered  an  order— That  the  cur- 
rent expense  of  the  institution  at  present  at  Aus- 
tin Farm,  until  its  removal  to  Long  Island,  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Home  for  Pau- 
pers, Long  Island,  when  made. 

Aid.  Allen— No  appropriation  has  been  made 
for  the  support  of  the  institution  at  Austin 
Farm,  but  there  is  an  item  in  the  bill  for  the 
support  of  paupers  at  Long  Island.  I  submit  the 
order  at  the  request  of  the  auditor,  so  that  any 
expense  attending  the  support  of  the  Austin 
Farm  institution  may  be  charged  to  the  proper 
appropriation. 

The  order  was  pased  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule.    Sent  down. 

DEDHAM-STREET  SIDEWALK. 

Aid.  Allen  offered  an  order— That  the  super- 
intendent of  streets  be  requested  to  widen  the 
sidewalk  and  pave  the  gutter  on  the  northerly 
side  of  East  Dedham  street,  between  Harrison 
avenue  and  Washington  street,  the  expense  at- 
tending the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Paving. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Paving,  on  motion 
of  Aid.  Allen. 

ADDITIONAL  PAVING  ORDERS. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
be  authorized  to  re-surface  Columbus  avenue, 
from  Holyoke  street  to  West  Chester  Park,  on 
the  westerly  side,  with  Barber  asphalt,  the  ex- 
pense not  to  exceed  $9000;  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  paving. 

Ordered.  That  the  superintendent  of  streets  be 
authorized  to  re-surface  Kilby  street,  from  State 
street  to  Liberty  square,  with  Barber  asphalt. 
the  expense  not  to  exceed  $1900 ;  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  lor  paving. 

Ordered.  That  the  edgestone  assessment  of 
$153.00  levied  against  the  estate  of  the  Perkins  In- 
stitution and  Massachusetts  School  for  the  Blind, 
corner  of  Dav  and  Perkins  streets.  Ward  22, 
March  2,  1887,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  abated, 
on  account  of  being  a  charitable  and  educational 
institution. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
be  authorized  to  close  Washington  street,  West 
Roxbury,  between  the  Boston  &  Providence 
railroad  and  South  street,  during  the  recon- 
struction of  the  same. 

Aid.  Maguire  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  so 
that  the  orders  might  take  their  second  reading. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— I  think  thefirst  twoorders 
ought  to  lie  over.  There  seems  to  be  a  question 
in  the  minds  of  some  people  whether  asphalt  is 
the  best  pavement  for  certain  streets.  I  see  that 
Kilby  street  is  mentioned.  There  is  a  good  deal 
of  traffic  there.  I  don't  feel  as  though  these 
orders  should  be  rushed  through,  and  I  move 
that  the  first  two  orders  be  laid  over. 

Aid.  Maguire— The  answer  to  that  is  this:  I 
had  it  from  the  superintendent  of  streets  that 
those  two  streets  can  be  fixed  for  $2  a  square 
foot  by  the  Barber  Asphalt  Paving  Company, 
using  the  body  of  the  foundation  which  is  there 
now.  The  superintendent  is  obliged  to  fill  it  tip 
with  granite  paving  blocks  or  macadamize  it, 
which  will  cost  $3.  Still,  as  the  alderman  ob- 
jects, I  don't  think  there,  is  any  haste,  and  will 
be  satisfied  to  have  these  two  orders  laid  over 
till  the  next  meeting. 

The  first  two  orders  were  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting. 
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The  other  two  orders  were  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

QUESTIONS  OF  PRIVILEGE. 

Aid.  Maguire— Mr.  Chairman,  I  rise  to  a 
question  of  privilege. 

The  Chairman— The  alderman  will  please 
state  his  question  of  privilege. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  want  to  defend  my  vote  on 
the  Paving  Department  appropriation. 

The  Chairman — The  alderman  will  proceed. 

Aid.  Maguire— As  the  aldermen  know.  I  vot- 
ed against  that  order.  I  did  it  because  I  did  not 
consider  the  amount  sufficient  to  meet  the 
wants  of  the  department,  and  also  to  carry  out 
the  intentions  of  the  superintendent  of  streets 
and  also  of  the  committee,  which  were  to  em- 
ploy the  men  in  that  department  the  year 
round.  During-  this  past  winter  we  know  that 
some  of  the  men  in  that  department  have  been 
on  quarter  time,  and  half  time,  and  done  third 
time,  and  I  know  men  that  have  worked  not 
more  than  three  days  in  the  month.  Well,  now, 
as  all  the  other  departments  in  the  city  have 
been  increased,  this  department  has  been  de- 
creased, and  still  the  demands  upon  the  super- 
intendent's office  today,  after  being  looked  over 
by  the  superintendent  of  streets  and  the  assist- 
ant superintendent,  and  putting  them  at  the 
lowest  estimate  he  could  put  them  at.  there  was 
a  demand  for  seventeen  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. The  committee  considered  the  matter, 
and  knowing  the  department  could  not 
get  so  much  on  account  of  the  tax 
limit,  they  concluded  to  ask  for  a  mil- 
lion dollars  for  the  department  and  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  for  special  work. 
When  I  came  in  here  tonight  I  came  in  here  to 
object.  I  did  not  expect  to  get  a  million  dol- 
lars because  I  knew  it  could  not  be  got.  I  want 
to  be  fair  in  this  matter.  But  from  the  state- 
ments I  heard  made  that  there  are  $110,000  to  be 
paid  for  the  Boylston  street  building,  and  I  sup- 
posed the  parties  knew  what  they  told  me,  that 
there  was  more  than  money  enough  for  that 
building.  What  I  wanted  to  do  was  to  add  that 
to  the  Paving  Department  which  would 
make  that  much  more  to  be  distributed  in  the 
employment  of  labor  in  that  department.  Now 
I  have  here  a  statement  of  the  appropriation  for 
paving: 

Year.  Territory.  Appro'tion. 

'69  and  '70— Boston    proper,     South    Boston, 

East  Boston,  Roxbury $600,000 

Laying  out  and  widening  streets. .       176,000 

18  years  ago.     Total $775,000 

70  and  '71— Boston  proper,  South  and  East 
Boston,  Roxbury  and  Dor- 
chester  $1,000,000 

Laying  out  and  widening  streets..       150,000 

17  years  ago.     Total $1,  150,000 

'71  and  '72— Territory  same  as  above $l.'000.O( ii ) 

Laying  out  and  widening  streets. .      325,000 

16  years  ago.     Total ,$1,325,000 

'72  and  '73— Same  as  above $1,001,000 

Laying  out  and  widening  streets. .       325,000 

Total $1,326,000 

'73  and  '74-  Same  as  above $l,0oo.o0o 

Laying  out.  and  widening  streets . .       305,567 

Total $1^305,567 

'74  and '75— Boston  proper;  South  Boston, 
East  Boston,  Roxbury,  Dor- 
chester, Brighton,  West  Rox- 
bury. and  Cli.-ii'lestowii 1 ,300,000 

Laying  out  and  widening  streets.        300,000 

Total $1,600,000 

'75  and  '76— Same  as  above $900,000 

Laying  out  and  widening  streets. .       200,000 

Total $1,100,000 

'76  and  '77— Same  as  above $950,000 

Laying  out  and  widening  streets..       264,992 

10  years  ago.    Total $1,214,992 


All  the  other  department  appropriations  have 
been  steadily  increased  for  the  last  20  years. 
The  Paving  Department,  as  you  see,  has  been 
decreased,  although  I  am  told  by  the  superin- 


tendent that  they  have  anywhere  from  10  to  20 
miles  of  streets  added  every  year.  Now,  I 
thought  a  fair  estimate  for  that  department  was 
a  $1,000,000;  they  thought  that  about  seven  hun- 
dred men  could  be  regularly  employed  through- 
out the  year.  Now,  what  I  thought  would  be  a 
fair  estimate  for  that  department  and  what 
in  conversation  with  the  officers  of  the  de- 
partment, who  thought  they  could  keep  a 
well-regulated  force  of  about  seven  hundred 
men  throughout  the  year.  They  wanted  to  take 
the  stigma  off  the  Paving  Department  which 
has  been  cast  upon  it  by  employing  men  on  one 
third  and  one  quarter  time,  and  they  wanted  to 
place  the  men  on  equality  with  the  Health  De- 
partment. The  Health  Department  gets  all  the 
money  it  wants,  and  the  men  being  employed 
all  the  year  get  the  benefit  of  it.  Now,  I  am  not 
saying  that  from  this  report  I  think  the  alder- 
men would  not  give  us  the  $250,000 if  they  could, 
but  I  do  think  that  with  some  little  effort  they 
could  have  given  a  round  million  to  that  de- 
partment. 

Aid.  Carroll— You  don't  think  so. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  do ;  I  think  that  something 
could  be  trimmed  from  the  schoolhouses  and 
other  departments  to  entitle  us  to  a  million  dol- 
lars. With  the  amount  of  work  that  is  called 
for  to  be  done  by  that  department,  I  wanted  to 
stand  here  as  chairman  of  that  committee  and 
tell  the  citizens  of  Boston  that  tney  cannot  ex- 
pect to  have  their  streets  laid  out  by  the  com- 
missioners, nor  their  streets  paved  by  the  Pav- 
ing Department,  with  the  small  amount  of 
money  that  has  been  appropriated  for  that  de- 
partment this  evening.  They  can  only  do  sim- 
ple patching.  We  have  in  that  department  10 
yards.  We  have  more  yards  now  than  when  we 
had  an  appropriation  of  $1,600,000.  We  have  four 
sub-foremen,  and  stone  cutters,  and  tools  of  all 
kinds,  and  horses  and  wagons.  As  one  of  the 
members  of  that  department  told  me  you  might 
just  as  well  appropriate  $450,000  as  to  appropri- 
ate $750,000,  because  it  will  take  $250,000  for  the 
clerks,  foremen  and  horses  in  that  department, 
and  you  would  only  have  about  $500,000  for  labor 
and  materials  for  work  on  your  streets.  Every 
alderman  knows  it  is  not  enough.  We  have  a 
bossing  force  there  of  foremen  and  sub-foremen, 
and  horses,  sufficient  for  the  expenditure  of 
$2,500,000, 

Aid.  Allen  in  the  chair. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  rise  to  a  question  of  privi- 
lege. 

The  Chair— The  gentleman  will  please  state 
his  question  of  privilege. 

Aid.  Carroll— The  statement  of  the  alder- 
man who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  going  out  into 
the  world  and  to  the  general  public,  reflects  not 
only  upon  me  as  an  alderman,  but  as  an  indi- 
vidual, I  think  it  i<  unnecessary  to  state  to  this 
Board  and  the  citizens  of  Boston  that  I  have  at 
all  times  been  at  least  as  good  a  champion  to 
promote  the  interest  of  the  people  employed  in 
the  Paving  Department  as  the  gentleman  who 
has  just  taken  his  seat.  These  gentlemen  who 
have  been  associated  with  me  on  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations  this  year  would  cheerfully 
and  honestly  testify  to  the  fact  that  I  did  all 
that  lay  in  the  power  of  a  human  being  to  do  for 
the  benefit  of  that  department ;  and  some  others 
on  the  committee  did  the  same  thing.  We  did 
all  we  could  to  give  the  Paving  Department  all 
it  possibly  could  have.  If  the  statement  of  the 
alderman  were  to  go  out  uncontradicted,  it 
would  place  me  and  my  associates  in  tins  Board 
in  a  false  position,  as  tending  to  show  that  he 
was  the  only  one  who  had  any  interest  in  the 
laboring  classes,  and  especiallv  those  employed 
in  the  Paving  Department,  and  that  the  others 
used  subterfuges  or  did  not  act  honestly  or 
fairly  to  get  an  appropriation  large  enough  for 
that  department.  When  the  committee  state 
that  a  million  dollars  could  have  been  appro- 
priated under  the  present  condition  of  the  city's 
finances,  they  must  know  that  their  honored 
chairman  at  least  has  no  consideration  for  the 
truth ;  because  as  you,  sir,  and  every  other  mem- 
ber of  that  committee  know  it  is  impossible,  and 
if  he  is  able  to  figure  out  to  the  satisfaction  of 
any  intelligent  man  how  they  could  appropriate 
a  million  dollars  for  the  Paving  Department 
without  sacrificing  the  other  institutions  of  the 
city ;  and  the  alderman  has  named  one  that  he 
must  at  least  remember  must  be  fiist  in  the  con- 
sideration of  the  city  goverment— the  education 
of  the  children  of  this  city,  and  when  you  say 
you  could  cut  from  the  school  appropriation  and 
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add  it  to  that  for  paving  the  gentleman  has  no 
respect  for  the  truth.     Again,  Mr.  Chairman- 
Aid.  Maguire— Mr.  Chairman  I  want  to — 
The  Chair— Does  the  alderman  give  way? 
Aid.  Carroll— For  a  question. 
Aid.  Maguire— Were  you  not  told  that  the 
School  Committee  came  in  here  last  year  with  a 
less    appropriation,    and   t   at   they   wanted  a 
transfer  of  $250,000? 

Aid.  Carroll— I  admit  it,  I  was  told  that  two 
years  ago  they  made  such  a  request,  and  it  was 
granted.    I  am  familiar  with  the  department, 
and  do  not  yield  to  any  aldermen  in  my  desire  to 
promote  the  interests  of  the  laboring  men. 
Aid.  Maguire— I  want  to  state— 
The  Chair— Does  the  gentleman  yield? 
Aid.  Carroll— For  a  question. 
Aid.  Maguire— I  want  to  tell  the  gentleman 
that  I  have  seen  the  appropriation  for  schools 
cut  down  before,  and  they  got  along  and  kept  all 
the  schools  they  started  with, 

Aid.  Carroll — Again  the  gentleman  goes 
ahead  and  makes  a  statement,  and  reads  a  fine 
document,  which  casts  reflections,  if  nothing 
else,  upon  members  of  this  Board,  because,  if  we 
believe  his  statement,  we  would  believe  the  city 
had  not  altered  a  bit.  But  the  gentleman 
knows  we  are  living  under  the  $9  limit,  and 
have  got  to  live  up  to  that  law.  There  is  not  a 
member  of  this  Board  but  who  is  willing  to 
give  the  Paving  Department  all  that  it  is  possi- 
ble to  give  it.  The  gentleman  himself  knows 
it,  and  ought  to  have  manhood  and  honesty 
enough,  in  defence  of  the  people  who  have  been 
his  associates,  to  say  so  publicly,  and  not  have 
the  impression  go  out  that  those  who  differ  with 
him  oppose  giving  the  Paving  Department  what 
it  wants.  The  committee  gave  the  department 
all  the  money  they  could  possibly  give,  and  the 
gentleman  knows  it.  I  want  it  distinctly  under- 
stood that  I  am  in  favor  of  giving  them  all  we 
can,  and  I  think  I  have  proven  it  by  my  acts, 
and  that  it  requires  nothing  of  proof  from  my 
voice.  If  gentlemen  get  up  here  and  make  such 
a  statement  for  the  purpose  of  having  it  go  to 
the  public,  and  at  the  same  time  are  talking  for 
a  purpose  and  are  reflecting  upon  their  asso- 
ciates, I  propose  to  resent  it. 

Aid.  Donovan— I  rise  to  a  question  of  privi- 
lege. 

The  Chair— The  gentleman  will  state  his 
question  of  privilege. 

Aid.  Donovan— 1  he  alderman  from  the  ninth 
district  has  attempted  to  put  me  in  a  false  posi- 
tion m  my  vote  on  the  Appropriation  bill.  I  de- 
sire to  refute  that  statement. 
The  Chair— The  gentleman  will  proceed. 
Aid.  Donovan— The  alderman  lias  attempted 
in  a  very  unbecoming  manner  to  place  my  asso- 
ciates and  myself  in  a  false  position  by  our  votes 
for  the  appropriation  of  $840,000  for  the  Paving 
Department.  I  want  to  say  to  him  that  if  it  had 
not  been  for  the  obstructions  that  he  threw  in 
the  way  of  the  Appropriation  bill  when  it  was 
first  reported  tins  evening,  there  would  have 
been  appropriated  for  that  department  not  $840,- 
000  but  $800,000.  He  is  the  man  who  is  responsible 
for  that  loss  of  $50,000  to  the  Paving  Depart- 
ment. 
Aid.  Maguire— I  would  like- 
Aid.  Donovan— I  did  not  interrupt  the  alder- 
man and  I  do  hot  propose  to  be  interrupted.  If 
the  alderman  will  lake  Doc.  76,  on  page  2,  he 
will  find  that  Aldermen  Lee.  Carroll  and  myself, 
and  Councilmen  Murphy  and  Chamberlain  dis- 
sent from  the  items  for  the  reserve  fund  and 
paving,  and  recommend  that  the  amounts  be 
$50,000  and  $800,000.  He  came  in  here  not  in  the 
interest  of  the  Paving  Department,  but  in  the 
interest  of  something  else.  That  was  his  inten- 
tion when  he  came  in  here  obstructing  this  bill 
early  in  the  session,  and  voting  against  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.  He  was  not  advocating  the  best 
interests  of  the  Paving  Department  ;if  he  had  the 
best  interest  of  the  Paving  Department  at  heart 
lie  would  at  that  time  have  voted  in  favor  of 
suspension  of  the  rule.  But  no,  he  was  the 
only  dissenting  voice  against  the  passage  of  that 
appropriation  for  paving  after  we  had  got 
through  with  our  committee  and  reported  to  the 
Board.  He  alone  is  responsible  for  it.  I  went  in 
there  with  him  intending  to  vote  with  him  for 
the  largest  amount  on  that  appropriation.  I  was 
defeated  with  him  in  that  committee,  and  when 
the  majority  of  the  committee  voted  to  come 
into  this  hall  and  voted  that  there  should  be  no 
debate  on  this  Appropriation  bill,  I  voted  against 
that,  sir.     But  the  majority  of  the  committee 


said  otherwise,  and  it  was  my  duty  to  submit  to 
the  will  of  the  majority.  I  have  done  so,  and  I 
am  willing  to  come  before  the  people  on  that 
record.  My  record  as  regards  that  department, 
or  any  other  labor  department,  during  my  six 
years'  experience  in  this  government  is  just  as 
good  as  the  record  of  the  alderman  or  that  of 
any  other  men  connected  with  this  department. 
He  has  no  better  record  than  I  have,  and 
I  do  not  think  he  has  any  worse  record. 
The  alderman  refers  to  the  Boylston- 
street  bridge.  Well,  sir,  he  does  not  know 
what,  he  is  talking  ab^ut  when  he  refers 
to  that.  The  auditor  told  us  in  that  committee 
that  there  was  an  appropriation  of  about  $140,- 

000  left  in  the  treasury,  that  of  that  $140,000 
about  $75,000  was  to  be  used  on  the  contract  for 
building  the  retaining  walls.  He  tells  us  that 
there  was  about  $35,000  more  of  that  amount 
which  we  have  got  to  pay  for  land  damages,  and 
that  money  must  remain  in  the  treasury  until 
the  courts  decide  whether  the  amount  is  more 
or  less.  You  will  have  no  chance  to  use  that 
money.  That  was  a  total  of  $110,000  out  of  $140,- 
000,  leaving  $30,000.  What  was  that  to  be  used 
for?  It  was  to  grade  up  some  eight  or  ten  feet 
of  that  street  on  both  sides  of  the  abutment  of 
the  bridge  for  a  distance  of  600  or  700  feet  in 
length.    If  that  is  not  an  appropriation  for  labor 

1  don't  know  what  you  can  call  it.  As  we  have 
placed  it  that  appropriation  of  $35,000  cannot  be 
used  for  any  other  purpose  than  that  for  which 
we  have  appropriated  it,  viz.,  the  construction 
of  the  bridge.  No  part  of  that  can  go  to  the 
grading  of  the  streets,  but  it  must  be  used  solely 
tor  the  building  of  that  bridge.  I  think  the 
alderman  hardly  knew  what  he  was  talking 
about  when  he  referred  to  that  Boylston-bridge 
appropriation.  And  when  he  wanted  to  remove 
that  item  from  the  bill  he  was  only  doing  that 
which  was  going  to  deprive  labor  of  the  benefit 
of  that  $35,000. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— I  rise  to  a  question  of 
privilege. 

The  Chair— The  gentleman  will  please  state 
his  question  of  privilege. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— I  desire  to  clear  up  the 
position  in  which  I  have  been  placed  by  the 
statements  of  the  alderman  from  the  ninth  dis- 
trict. 

The  Chair— The  gentleman  will  proceed. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— Coming  from  the  labor 
district  it  would  seem  rather  hard  that  any  vote 
or  action  of  mine  in  this  Board  would  be  un- 
favorable to  the  labor  classes.  I  am  as  desirous 
as  the  gentleman  from  the  Ninth  District,  that 
the  Paving  Department  should  have  all  the 
money  that  it  requires.  If  it  cannot  have  all 
that  it  requires  it  must  have  all  that  we  can 
give  it.  Larly  in  the  year,  I  introduced  an  order 
in  this  Board  that  the  superintendent  of  streets 
be  requested  to  report  to  this  Board  what  was 
necessary  to  place  his  department  upon  a  per- 
manent basis.  I  did  so  not  because  I  felt  then 
as  I  do  now  that  there  should  be  a  certain  num- 
ber of  men  employed  by  that  department  con- 
stantly, so  that  if  there  was  extra  work  to  be 
done  during  the  year  they  should  have  extra 
men  to  do  it.  He  reported  back  at  that  time 
that  it  was  impracticable.  Now  what  I  would  like 
to  know  is,  did  he  advise  with  his  committee? 
Will  the  chairman  of  the  Paving  Department 
state  that  the  superintendent  of  streets  con- 
sulted with  his  committee  as  to  whether  it  was 
advisable  to  place  that  department  upon  a  per- 
manent basis?  Later  in  the  year  1  was  placed 
in  the  difficult  position  of  having  to  move  the 
indefinite  postponement  of  a  similar  order.  I 
was  hounded  by  men  in  the  department  that  I 
would  like  to  see  earning  steady  wages.  I  found 
it  very  difficult  at  that  time  to  clear  away  the 
feelings  that  they  had,  that  I  wan  against 
them  and  their  efforts  to  obtain  perma- 
nent employment.  Since  then  this  is  the 
first  time  I  have  had  a  chance  as  an  alderman 
to  square  myself  on  that  point.  Now,  sir,  I  do 
not  propose  to  be  put  in  the  back  ground  by  any 
man  who  stands  here  to  champion  labor.  Only 
last  week  I  went  to  one  of  the  clerks  of  the  su- 
perintendent and  found  that  the  men  were 
working  on  one  third  or  one  half  time,  and  that 
the  payroll  for  the  week  amounted  to  $34,000, 
and  $11,000  of  that  was  a  balance,  leaving  $22,000 
to  be  taken  from  the  license  fund.  We  appro- 
priated $150,000  in  this  Board,  and  the  principal 
object  ill  that  was  to  give  the  men  in  that  de- 
partment full  time,  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving  were  asleep,  and  I  tell  you, 
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gentlemen,  that  the  friends  of  labor  were  out- 
side of  that  committee.  Other  members  of  the 
Board  went  to  the  mayor — 

Ald.MAGUiRE— I  want  to!correct  the  gentleman 

Aid.  McLaughlin— I  will  not  yield  the  floor. 

Aid.  Maguire— The  committee  went  to  the 
mayor  and — 

The  Chair — Aid.  BlcLaiighlin  has  the  floor. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— Mr.  Chairman,  other  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  went  to  the  mayor  and 
had  summoned  before  him  the  superintendent 
of  streets,  and  had  him  nailed  right  there,  and 
got  these  men  on  full  time.  I  say  the  honor  of 
that  does  not  belong  to  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing. JNow,  sir,  I  have  the  honor  of  being  on  a 
committee  that  I  think  should  have  a  greater 
appropriation  than  they  have  received  in  this 
bill.  If  we  gave  them  more  money  we  would 
get  more  labor  in  that  department.  One  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  sewers  is  no 
more  than  $500,000  would  be  for  the  superin- 
tendent of  streets.  The  Committee  on  Sewers 
should  have  at  least  $250,000,  but  we  cannot  get 
it.  We  shall  not  stand  up  here  and  tell  the  citi- 
zens of  Boston  that  we  cannot  get  §250,000.  We 
are  satisfied  to  take  $150,000,  because  it  is  the 
most  we  can  get.  If  any  relief  comes  from  the 
Legislature,  why  then  we  trust  to  the  charity 
and  generosity  of  the  other  members  here  and 
expect  that  the  Sewer  Department  will  get  a 
share  of  that  appropriation. 

Aid.  Bromwich— The  poor  Paving  Committee 
have  been  hauled  over  the  coals  pretty  well  this 
evening. 

The  Chair— Does  the  gentleman  rise  to  a 
question  of  privilege? 

Aid.  Bromwich— Yes,  sir,  to  a  question  of 
privilege. 

The  Chair— The  gentleman  will  please  state 
his  question  ©f  privilige 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  rise  to  defend  myself  and 
the  members  of  the  Paving  Committee  against 
the  assertions  that  have  been  made.  I  do  not 
need  to  make  a  laughingstock  of  myself.  I  have 
listened  patiently  to  the  questions  of  privilege 
granted  to  others.  However  you  may  not  agree 
with  me,  I  hope  you  will  give  your  kind  atten- 
tion to  me  for  a  few  moments.  I  state  in  my 
own  defence  that  I  think  the  assertions  about 
the  Paving  Committee  being  asleep  are  not  true. 
Pardon  me  for  interfering  with  your  proceed- 
ings. I  have  felt  aggrieved  several  times  to- 
night by  the  action  shown  towards  myself  when 
trying  at  times  to  assert  what  I  thought  was 
right.  The  most  unfortunate  thing  occurred  at 
the  commencement  of  the  year,  when  the  Pav- 
ing Committee,  representing  the  largest  depart- 
ment in  the  city  of  Boston,  was  not  represented 
on  the  Appropriation  Committee.  That  was  a 
most  unfortunate  thing.  When  the  alderman 
on  my  right  asserts  that  they  were  asleep  and 
did  not  know  anything  about  what  was  going 
on,  I  say  it  is  true.  They  did  not  know  what 
was  going  on,  because  they  were  not  repre- 
sented on  that  committee  where  they  should 
have  been  represented. 

Aid.  McLaughlin — I  was  not  on  the  commit- 
tee, and  I  found  out  what  was  going  on. 

Aid.  Bromwich — We  know  very  well,  per- 
haps, what  are  the  wants  of  that  department. 
We  will  not  say  we  know  better  than  anyone 
else  does  in  other  departments,  but  we  want  to 
have  the  privilege  of  acknowledging  that  we 
know  something  of  the  departments  upon  which 
we  are  placed  as  members  of  a  comniittee,  and 
we  are  willing  to  let  you  gentlemen  that  are 
connected  with  other  departments  know  what 
this  department  wants.  I  have  never  been  con- 
sulted by  a  single  member  of  the  Appropriation 
Committee  in  regard  to  the  wants  and  necessi- 
ties of  the  Paving  Department. 

Aid.  Carroll— The  estimate  of  the  appropri- 
ations comes  from  the  superintendent  of  streets. 

Aid.  Bromwich— Yes,  sir,  but  I  find  that  a 
good  many  gentlemen  interfere  with  that  de- 
partment without  asking  us  any  questions  at  all. 
For  instance,  going  to  the  mayor  and  requesting 
that  the  men  be  put  on  full  time. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  got  it. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  know  you  did,  and  you  are 
fortunately  one  of  those  men  who  want  your 
own  way  and  will  let  no  one  else  have  theirs, 
and  that  has  been  the  rule  very  often.  I  want 
to  think  for  myself. 

Aid.  Carroll— But  the  people  will  starve 
while  you  are  thinking. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  will  only  asK  tne  otner 
members  not  to  snub— if  I  may  be  allowed  to  use 


the  word — the  Paving  Committee,  but  allow 
them  to  think  for  themselves.  Now  I  have  felt 
several  times  like  speaking  about  the  fact  that 
tbere  was  no  consultation  with  the  Paving  Com- 
mittee about  their  wants,  for  that  was  the  only 
way  you  could  get  at  them  properly,  or  else  we 
have  been  numskulls  here.  I  think  we  are  as 
bright  as  the  members  of  other  committees.  I 
fancy  we  are.  I  fancy  we  know  what  the  wants 
of  our  department  are.  I  have  been  on  that  de- 
partment four  years,  two  in  this  Board  and  two 
in  the  Common  Council.  I  profess  to  know  a 
little  of  the  wants  of  that  department,  especially 
as  there  have  come  before  us  hundreds  and  hun- 
dreds of  petitions  for  work  which  we  could  not 
possibly  do.  Now  I  do  not  say  this  for  the  sake 
of  labor.  I  do  not  want  to  go  on  record  as  speak- 
ing particularly  for  the  laboring  man.  I  here 
assert  that  the  city  of  Boston  cannot  be  carried 
on,  nor  ought  it  to  be  carried  on,  in  any  way  but 
what  is  right  and  just  to  each  and  every  part  of 
the  city,  without  more  money  being  appro- 
priated. It  is  imperative,  and  therefore  I 
think  it  is  nothing  more  than  you  might  ex- 
pect from  the  members  of  the  committee  on 
that  department,  knowing  nothing  about 
the  proposed  appropriations,  and  I  think 
you  ought  to  excuse  them  tonight  if  at 
any  time  they  have  .lumped  up  here  and 
said  a  few  words  in  behalf  of  their  committee. 
Some  members  here  seem  to  think  that  the 
Paving  Committee  have  no  right  to  say  a  word. 
They  represent  the  largest  department  and  still 
they  have  been  shut  out  as  much  as  possible 
from  making  any  explanation  of  what  their 
needs  are.  I  know  very  well  what  the  Appro- 
priation Committee  had  to  go  through.  At  least 
I  can  guess  at  it.  But  still  for  all  that  it  was 
your  duty  to  have  heard  something  from  the 
committee  representing  the  Paving  Depart- 
ment, as  to  what  their  needs  were,  not  fancy,  as 
the  gentleman  on  my  right  said,  that  they  were 
asleep.  That  was  an  assertion  to  go  broadcast 
tomorrow,  it  was  a  lie ;  and  it  is  wrong  to  say 
that.  It  was  wrong  to  say  that  because  it  was  an 
untruth.  It  is  an  untruth  to  say  that  it  swas 
true.  You  have  not  been  just  to  the  members 
of  tbe  Paving  Committee  tonight  by  refusing  to 
listen  to  what  they  have  to  say  and  give  them 
credit  for  what  they  have  done— not  for  the 
sake  of  going  on  record  as  advocates  of  the 
laboring  man,  but  to  give  them  a  little 
credit  for  knowing  what  the  city  needs.  Since 
I  have  been  in  this  Board  I  have  never  felt  the 
gag  put  on  so  fiercely  as  it  has  been  put  on  to- 
night. It  has  put  me  in  mind  of  the  gentleman 
who  presided  over  the  Common  Council  while  I 
had  the  honor  to  be  a  member  of  it.  The  gag 
was  put  on  me  there  very  fierce.  I  have  seen  it 
creep  out  here  several  times  but  this  is  the  first 
time  it  has  been  shown  in  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men since  I  have  been  here.  It  is  not  usual  and 
I  hope  that  during  the  little  time  I  shall  be  with 
you  I  shall  never  see  it  done  again,  but  let  every 
member  here  have  an  opportunity  to  speak  to 
the  question  at  issue,  let  them  have  free  vent  to 
their  feelings  as  long  as  they  are  not  personal. 
I  have  nothing  more  to  say  except  that  I  de- 
nounce the  assertions  that  the  Paving  Commit- 
tee were  asleep  and  that  the  other  gentlemen 
had  to  go  and  do  their  business  for  them.  I  de- 
nounce that  as  an  unmitigated  falsehood. 

Aid.  Lee — I  rise  at  this  time  to  a  question  of 
privilege. 

The  Chair— The  gentleman  will  please  state 
his  question  of  privilege. 

Aid.  Lee — It  is  one  that  affects  me  personally 
as  a  member  of  this  Board. 

The  Chair— The  gentleman  will  proceed. 

Aid.  Lee— It  is  with  some  diffidence  That  I  rise 
at  this  time  to  a  question  of  privilege  as  a  mem- 
ber of  this  Board.  But,  sir,  I  have  been  com- 
pelled to  do  so  by  the  remarks  which  have  been 
cast  not  only  upon  me  but  upon  every  other 
member  of  this  Board  who  is  not  a  member  of 
the  Committee  on  Paving.  Now  the  gentleman 
of  this  Board  who  has  spoken  and  who  has 
asserted  that  the  Committee  on  Paving  were 
asleep,  I  am  frank  to  hold  that  I  believe  he  was 
absolutely  correct.  They  were  like  so  many  Rip 
Van  Winkles.  But  they  have  been  brought  to 
their  senses  by  the  other  members  of  this  Board 
who  have  seen  fit  to  step  into  the  breach  and 
keep  odium  from  being  cast  upon  them.  Now, 
sir,  I  had  the  distinguished  honor  of  being  Pres- 
ident of  the  lower  branch  of  the  City  Council. 
I  did  my  duty  as  I  believed  it  to  be  correct,  and 
I  defy  the  gentleman  or  any  other  member  of 
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the  City  Council  whether  that  year  or  for  20 
years  back,  to  peruse  those  records  and  point 
out  any  ruling-  that  I  made  there  that  was  erro- 
neous. I  say  this  without  any  fear  of  contradic- 
tion whatever.  I  may,  sir.  have  done  tilings 
that  did  not  suit  some  gentlemen  who  were 
associated  with  me  at  that  time  as  mem- 
bers of  that  branch.  But  I  would  inform  you, 
Mr.  Chairman,  that  some  members  of  the  lower 
branch  of  the  City  Council  of  1884  deserved  he- 
roic treatment  at  the  hands  of  the  presiding  offi- 
cer. I  will  take  but  a  few  minutes,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, but  as  I  proceed  I  shall  endeavor  to  cast  no 
reflections  upon  any  member  of  the  Board,  nor 
to  say  a  word  of  a  personal  character  that  would 
wound  the  gentleman's  feelings  in  any  way. 
But,  sir,  let  us  looK  at  the  condition  of  affairs 
for  a  moment,  and  at  the  position  which  some 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Paving  have 
taken.  Under  the  law  limiting  taxation  to  $9, 
the  city  can  raise  $8,803,629,  the  rest  must  come 
from  estimated  income.  This  time,  sir,  and  it 
is  the  first  in  the  annals  of  the  history  of  Boston, 
100  cents  on  the  dollar  have  been  appropriated 
to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  departments.  Never 
before  has  that  amoui  t  been  appropriated  in 
the  Appropriation  bill,  a;reserve  of  7  per  cent  be- 
ing left,  and  last  year  it  was  cut  down  to  3  or  4 
per  cent.  Now,  if  the  gentleman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving  had  thought  it  for  the  interest 
of  the  citizens  of  Boston,  why  did  he  not  look  at 
the  sanitary  condition  of  the  city,  which  is  of 
more  importance  to  the  young  of  your  city  than 
the  mere  macadamizing  and  repairing  of  your 
streets,  a  great  part  of  which  is  used  for  pleasure 
driving.  If  he  had  considered  that  in  tue  very 
district  which  he  represents  the  people  about 
one  year  ago  suffered  from  a  deluge,  and  yet  not 
one  word  has  he  offered  in  defence  of  the  scheme 
established  for  $60,000  to  be  appropriated  to  re- 
lieve them  temporarily,— not  a  word. 

Aid.  Donovan— Nor  a  dollar  appropriated. 

Aid.  Lee — Nor  a  dollar  appropriated.  I  sub- 
mitted a  minority  report,  believing  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  the  ninth  district  would  advocate 
that  report  so  far  as  the  $60,000  item  was  con- 
cerned. 

Aid.  Maguire— Did  you  bring  it  up? 

Aid.  Lee— If  the  gentleman  had  been  atten- 
tive to  the  minority  report  that  was  offered,  as 
he  was  attentive  to  the  work  of  the  Paving  De- 
partment, he  would  not  at  this  lateJiour  have 
asked  me  if  I  brought  it  up.  I  submitted  it  for 
the  consideration  of  himself  and  the  other  num- 
bers of  this  Board.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  believe 
that  the  departments  have  received  every  dollar 
that  it  was  possible  for  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations to  give  them.  Now  the  alderman  on 
my  left,  from  South  Boston,  stands  up  here  and 
insinuates  that  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions did  not  consult  him.  I  ask  any  honorable 
alderman  of  this  Board  if  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
committee  to  consult  the  alderman  simply  be- 
cause he  is  on  the  committee,  when  there  is  sub- 
mitted to  every  member  of  that  committee  a 
mandatory  order  that  they  consider  the  annual 
estimates  of  1887-8.  Now,  just  one  word  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Committee  on  Paving.  .Now  that 
committee  glorifies  itself  here  tonight,  and  de- 
sires to  stamp  every  other  alderman  here  as 
against  labor.  Consider  for  a  moment,  gentle- 
men, and  take  a — 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  My 
point  of  order  is— 

The  Chair— The  gentleman  is  speaking  to  a 
question  of  privilege,  and  no  point  of  order  can 
be  raised. 

Aid.  Bromwich— Not  if  an  untruth  is  told? 
All  right. 

The  Chair— The  alderman  from  the  eleventh 
district  will  proceed. 

Aid.  Lee — Mr.  Chairman,  I  only  desire  to  say 
that  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  consider 
the  estimates,  and  to  show  this  Board  how  care- 
fully they  consider  them  and  how  much  interest 
they  had  in  the  employment  of  labor,'  permit 
me,  without  casting  any  reflections  upon  the 
honorable  gentlemen  who  constitute  the  Paving 
Committee,  to  say  that  in  their  consideration  of 
the  estimates  as  submitted  by  tho  superintend- 
ent- 
Aid.  Capen— I  should  like  to  ask  the  alder- 
man just  one  question. 

Aid.  Lee— I  will  yiold  to  a  question. 

Aid.  Capen— Do  you  consider  that  any  one 
has  had  authority  to  speak  for  the  Committee 
on  Paving  as  a  whole? 

Aid.  Lee— I  am  now  speaking  directly  in  reply 


to  the  assertions  made  by  the  chairman  of  that 
committee. 

Aid.  Capen— He  is  not  authorized  to  speak  for 
the  committee,  I  am  satisfied.  That  does  not 
apply  to  me. 

Aid.  Lee— I  am  speaking  in  reply  to  the  gen- 
tleman. I  know  the  gentleman  from  the  twelfth 
district  has  not  said  a  word,  and  it  seems  to  me, 
from  the  statements  he  has  just  made,  that  he 
does  not  concur  with  the  statements  made  by 
his  colleagues. 

Aid.  Capen— I  do  not. 

Aid.  Lee— Then,  in  the  statements  I  make  to 
the  Board,  I  shall  have  nothing  to  say  to  the 
alderman  from  the  twelfth  district  so  far  as  his 
being  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Paving  is 
concerned.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  let  us  look  for 
a  moment  and  see  how  carefully  their  remarks 
apply  so  far  as  the  employment  of  labor  is  con- 
cerned. The  appropriation  of  $30,000  for  the  im- 
provement of  Humboldt  avenue  was  approved 
by  His  Honor  the  Mayor.  It  was  all  for  labor. 
Yet  that  was  stricken  out  by  the  Committee  on 
Paving  and  the  extension  of  Smith  street  in- 
serted. How  much  labor  would  there  be  in  the 
extension  of  Smith  street?  Another  $50,000 
would  be  spent  by  the  Street  Commissioners  for 
land  taken. 

Aid.  Maguire— Oh,  no. 

Aid.  Lbe— Massachusetts  avenue,  which  is  in 
the  district  that  I  represent,  was  stricken  out, 
and  I  believe  the  widening  of  Talbot  avenue  was 
inserted.  Now,  that  may  call  for  the  employ- 
ment of  labor,  but  I  can  assure  the  honorable 
aldermen  of  this  board  that  what  was  approved 
by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  for  Massachusetts  ave- 
nue was  strictly  for  labor,  as  there  is  sufficient 
material  upon  the  land  of  the  avenue,  so  that 
not  one  dollar  for  material  would  have  to  he  ex- 
pended, but  the  whole  appropriation  will  go  to 
labor.  Now,  I  cannot  bring  to  mind  what  the 
other  item  was— Beacon  street,  $76,000. 

Aid.  Maguire  -That  is  not  in— 

Aid.  LEE^-It  is  not  in,  but  as  I  understand  it 
$75,000  of  that  $76,000  would  have  gone  to  the 
great  corporation  known  as  the  Boston  &  Albany 
railroad,  for  material  for  filling. 

Aid.  Bromwich— Will  the  gentleman  allow 
me  to  ask  him  a  question  just  here? 

Aid.  Lee — Why,  certainly. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  would  simply  ask  if  there 
are  not  $25,000  for  electric  lights  for  Brighton  in 
this  appropriation  bill? 

Aid.  Lee — There  is  an  appropriation  for  elec- 
tric lights,  but  all  the  electric  lights  that  Brigh- 
ton asks  for  will  cost  about  $4000,  and  if  you  give 
them  $25,000  for  electric  lights  you  will  give 
them  more  light  than  they  need. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  do  not  think  so. 

Aid.  Lee— I  am  glad  to  hear  it  admitted  once. 
It  is  the  first  time  in  your  life.  Now,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  desire  to  say  that  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations— and  a  more  honest  and  honor- 
able committee  I  never  bad  the  pleasure  of  sit- 
ting with  in  this  City  Hall  during  my  six  or 
seven  years'  experience;  no  party  consideration 
whatever,  each  and  every  man,  who  undoubted- 
ly had  some  little  thing  in  his  own  district, 
waived  those  rights  and  put  the  amount  into  the 
appropriation  for  paving.so  that  that  department 
might  get  enough,  and  also  into  the  Committee 
on  Health,  and  to  make  the  balances  that  might 
occur  from  deficiencies  in  other  departments 
go  to  those  appropriations.  The  committee  dill 
that  because  each  and  every  member  believed 
it  would  be  for  the  best  interest  of  the  laboring 
classes  of  the  city  of  Boston.  Now,  Mr,  Chair- 
man, that  committee  did  not  ask  any  of  the 
honorable  members  of  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing for  any  information.  They  had  the  estimates 
from  that  department  setting  forth  in  detail 
each  and  every  item  of  appropriations  asked  for. 
If  that  was  not  sufficient  for  them,  they  had  the 
prerogative  and  the  right  by  vote,  or  as  indi- 
viduals, to  call  upon  the  head  of  the  department 
and  get  from  him  any  information  they  desired, 
and  to  which  they  were  certainly  entitled  under 
the  city  charter.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  don't 
know  as  there  is  anything  more  I  can  say  in  de- 
fence of  the  committee  of  which  I  was  chair- 
man, except  that  I  move  that  the  debate  he 
closed  tonight,  because  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  of  the  whole  so  voted, 
and  I  believe  that  if  I  had  not  made  that  motion, 
I  would  have  been  derelict  in  my  duty  and  sub- 
ject to  the  criticism  or  condemnation  of  each 
and  every  member  of  that  committee  which  so 
instructed  me  to  report. 
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Aid.  Capen— I  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege. 

The  Chair —The  gentleman  will  please  state 
his  question  of  privilege. 

Aid.  Capen— My  question  of  privilege  is  this: 
As  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Paving  I 
have  sat  here  and  heard  a  great  deal  of  abuse 
and  one  thing  and  another  heaped  upon  that 
committee.  Now  I  wish  to  express  myself,  as 
one  member  of  that  committee,  as  being  per- 
fectly satisfied  with  the  action  of  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations.  I  wish  to  put  myself  right 
with  the  other  members  of  this  Board,  because 
I  know  we  have  got  all  the  money  we  can  get 
under  the  $9  limit.  No  one.  has  any  right  to  speak 
for  me  except  myself,  and  I  do  that  now. 

Aid.  Donovan — I  just  want  to  make  one  state- 
ment, that  there  would  have  been  $890,000  ap- 
propriation for  the  paving  department  had  it 
not  been  for  the  action  of  the  chairman  of  the 
committee. 

THE  PROPOSED  ABOLITION  OF  KERRY  TOLLS. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan  the  order  (City 
Document  76)  for  the  reduction  of  tolls  on  the 
East  Boston  ferries  was  taken  up,  and  Aid.  Sul- 
livan offered  an  amendment  so  that  the  toll  for 
foot  passengers  would  he  one  cent. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan  further  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  was  specially  assigned  to  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Board. 

A  QUESTION  OF  PRIVILEGE. 

Aid.  Maguire— After  listening  to  the  gentle- 
man from  the — 

The  Chair— Does  the  alderman  rise  to  a  ques- 
tion of  privilege? 

Aid.  Maguire— Yes,  sir. 

The  Chair— The  gentleman  will  please  state 
his  question  of  privilege. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  was  very  much  amused  at 
the  statement  of  the  gentleman  from  the  nth 
district.  Although  he  may  have  presented  a 
minority  report,  I  never  heard  it  read.  I  was 
the  originator  of  the  order  for  the  relief  of  the 
people  in  that  section,  by  putting  a  sewer  down 
m  Tremont  street.  But  we  have  been  told  by 
the  Sewer  Committee  that  no  such  thing  could 
be  done,  and  if  I  am  not  mistaken  the  gentleman 
from  the  11th  district  told  me  so.  Now,  the 
gentleman  knows,  in  answer  to  my  colleague  on 
the  committee,  I  will  say  this  much  for  his  ben- 
efit, that  he  has  told  me  he  never  would  consent 
to  vote  for  less  than  $1,000,000  for  the  Paving 
Department. 

Aid.  Capen— I  would  not  have  voted  for  it  if 
I  had  thought  that  we  could  get  it. 

Aid.  Maguire— Why  did  you  push  me  to  stand 
with  you? 

Aid.  Capen— I  never  pushed  you. 

Aid.  Maguire— and  ask  me  and  the  other 
member  of  the  committee  to  vote  to  send  the 
matter  to  a  committee  of  conference.  I  think 
the  members  of  the  Appropriation  Committee 
will  bear  me  out  that  I  have  urged  them  to  give 
that  department  $1,000,000. 

Aid.  Carroll— Has  there  not  been  a  number 
of  men  who  are  not  on  the  Paving  Committee 
who  have  also  asked  and  urged  that  we  should 
have  $1,000,000  for  paving? 

Aid.  Maguire — Yes,  sir. 

Aid.  Carroll— And  among  that  number  are 
those  who  have  spoken  here  tonight. 

Aid.  Maguire— That  is  correct.  I  do  not  want 
to  give  any  wrong  impression ;  I  only  wanted  to 
defend  my  position.  I  only  wanted  to  give  the 
public  to  understand  what  they  must  expect, 
and  to  show  them  we  cannot  do  work  when  we 
have  not  the  money  to  do  it  with.  I  want  the 
citizens  to  clamor  at  the  State  House  so  that  an- 
other year,  when  they  find  this  work  cannot  be 
done,  the  limit  of  taxation  will  be  increased  in- 
stead of  decreased.  That  is  the  reason  I  want 
to  place  this  matter  before  the  public.  I  do  not 
like  the  gentleman  from  the  eleventh  district  to 
bring  in  a  matter  here  that  he  never  spoke  of  in 
the  committee  or  elsewhere.  He  never  said 
a   word     about     a     minority    report    in    the 


committee,  or  never  said  a  word  about 
it  in  this  room.  When  I  reflect  upon  the  fact 
that  I  was  told  by  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee that  no  special  appropriations  could  be 
made  at  all  I  am  surprised  at  the  bluff  of  the 
alderman  from  the  eleventh  district.  Now,  sir, 
in  the  committee  of  the  whole  that  gentleman 
never  spoke  of  increasing  the  Paving  Depart- 
ment appropriation  and  never  spoke  in  refer- 
ence to  a  minority  report  which  he  says  he  pre- 
sented ;  and  other  gentlemen  here  will  bear  me 
out  in  the  statement  I  repeat.  That  will  do  for 
him.  Now,  as  I  said  before,  every  department 
has  been  increased.  The  Health  Department 
has  been  increased  $60,000  or  $70,000  over  the  ap- 
propriation of  last  year.  It  has  been  increased 
after  the  statements  made  that  the  larger  part 
of  that  money  goes  to  contractors  who  make  a 
profit  of  half  a  dollar  a  day  upon  the  sweat  of 
these  laboring  men.  I  like  this  talk  about  la- 
bor, but  I  like  to  get  up  and  talk  facts.  I  am 
prepared  to  prove  the  statements  I  make. 
Now  in  reference  to  the  Paving  Depart- 
ment I  did  not  reckon  upon  any  gentle- 
man here.  I  was  led  to  believe,  and  it 
was  urged  upon  me  to  make  a  fight  for 
the  $1,000,000.  Aid.  Bromwich  said  we  could 
not  get  along  with  less  than  $1,000,000,  and 
we  talked  with  the  superinintendent  as 
though  we  thought  we  could  get  it.  When 
that  bill  came  in  here  tonight  I  did  not  . 
vote  to  suspend  the  rules,  bicause  in  justice  to 
that  committee,  I  thought  we  could  get  into  a 
committee  of  a  whole  and  then  we  might  get 
more  money.  But  we  got  $10,000  less.  That 
money  has  gone  where?  It  has  gone  into  the 
Health  Department  and  East  Boston  ferries. 
That  is  all  right.  I  have  no  objection  to  that, 
but  I  only  say_  this,  that  have  no  capital  to  make 
on  labor.  I  simply  wanted  to  get  up  here  in  the 
first  place  to  show  to  the  citizens  of  Boston  that 
the  limit  of  taxation  is  not  large  enough.  The 
people  all  over  the  city  expect  work  to  be  done. 
It  cannot  be  done  with  the  amount  of  money  that 
is  appropriated  here.  But  I  thought  after  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  was  submitted,  and  after 
the  superintendent  of  streets  said  that  he  and  his 
assistant  had  very  carefully  looked  over  the 
items  and  he  could  not  see  for  the  life  of  him 
how  he  could  ask  for  less  than  $1,700,000,  and 
when  the  members  came  together  representing 
the  Council  and  the  Board,  and  the  Paving 
Committee  came  before  them  asking  for 
$1,000,000  for  department  work,  and  $250,000  for 
specials,  and  when  it  was  shown  that  we  could 
not  have  anything  for  specials,  and  the  majority 
of  the  committee  voted  for  it,  I  submitted  to 
the  Committee  on  Appropriation.  Now  the 
gentleman  from  the  eleventh  district  speaks 
about  $76,000  for  Beacon  street,  and  all  about 
this,  that  and  the  other,  and  that  we  did  not  ex- 
pect to  get  any  specials.  But  what  we  did  ex- 
pect was  to  get  a  round  million  dollars  to  keep 
these  men  employed  all  the  year  around  instead 
of  employing  them  on  one-quarter  or  one-third 
time. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  rise  to  a  question  of  pri- 
vilege. 

The  Chair — The  gentleman  will  please  state 
his  question  of  privilege. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith — I  move  we  do  now  adjourn. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
gentleman  rose  to  a  question  of  privilege,  and 
my  point  of  order  is  that  a  motion  to  adjourn  is 
not  a  question  of  privilege. 

The  Chair— Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  moves  that  the 
Board  do  now  adjourn.  Gentlemen  in  favor  of 
adjourning  will  say  aye. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  would  like  to  have  the  Chair 
rule  upon  that  point  of  order. 

The  Chair — It  is  only  about  one  minute,  and 
the  gentleman  cut  him  off. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  only  want  just  five  minutes. 

Aid.  Carroll — If  the  gentleman  from  South 
Boston  will  keep  still  I  will  sacrifice  myself. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  carried,  and  the 
Board  adjourned  at  12.30  A.M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of    the   Common    Council. 


Thursday,   April  28,  1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  at 
7.30  P.M.,  President  Barry  in  the  chair. 

By  direction  of  the  president  the  roll  was 
called  with  the  following  result : 

Present— Atwood,  Barry.  Blume,  Bowman. 
Carroll,  Carstensen,  Cochran,  Coyle.  Des- 
mond, Dewey,  Dolan.  Duggan.  Dunn,  Foss, 
Fisher,  Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost,  J.  Gallagher.  P. 
J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Haggerty,  Hayes,  Keliher, 
Kelley,  Ladd,  Lattimore.  Lauten.  Leary.  McEn- 
aney,  MeKeima,  McNary,  F.  Morison,  F.  R. 
Morrison,  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Norton, 
O'Meaiey.  E.  J.  Powers,  Reilly,  Sanger,  Shaw, 
Short,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan.  R. 
Sullivan,  Sundberg.  Teevens,  Tuttle,  Whall, 
AVhitmore— 52. 

Absent— Burr,  Chamberlain  Clark.  Coleman, 
Connolly,  Davem,  Harrington,  Kennedy,  Light, 
Mahoney,  J.  J.  Murphy,  Nunan,  Perkins.  Perry, 
C.  C.  Powers,  Richards,  Thayer,  Tracy,  "Web- 
ster, Wilson— 20. 

HEALTH  INSPECTORS. 

Mr.  Foss  offered  an  order— That  the  superin- 
tendent of  public  buildings  be  requested  to 
assign  suitable  headquarters  for  the  inspectors 
of  the  Health  Department. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Health  Depart- 
ment- 

BATH  HOUSE  FOR  WARD  23. 

Mr.  Fowler  offered  an  order— That  the  Board 
of  Health  be  and  hereby  are  directed  to  con- 
sider and  report  upon  the  expediency  of  build- 
ing a  suitable  building  in  Ward  23,  near  Jamaica 
Plain,  upon  the  line  of  Stony  brook,  for  a  bath- 
house for  the  use  of  the  boys  of  that  section  of 
the  city. 

Passed.  Mr.  Fowler  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 
Sent  up. 

GASTON    SCHOOLHOUSE. 

Mr.  Gomez  offered  an  order— That  the  super- 
intendent of  public  buildings  be  requested  to 
provide,  temporary  accommodations  for  the  pu- 
pils in  "the  Gaston  School  district,  during  the 
rebuilding  of  the  Gaston  Grammar  School,  de- 
stroyed by  fire  this  day ;  the  expenses  attending 
the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
schoolhouses,  public  buildings,  when  appropri- 
ated. 

Mr.  Gomez — I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rule  in 
order  that  the  order  may  be  put  upon  its  pas- 
sage at  this  time.  My  object  in  making  that 
motion  is  this,  that  unless  such  accommodations 
are  procured  for  the  young  ladies  there  at  pres- 
ent they  will  be  deprived  of  their  opportunities 
of  graduating,  probably,  until  next  spring,  and 
it  is  such  a  short  space  of  time  between  now  and 
the  time  the  graduation  exercises  occur,  that  it 
is  necessary  for  them  to  continue  right  on.  That 
is  the  reason  I  submit  the  order  tonight. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  suspension 
of  the  rule. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  ask  that  the  begin- 
ning of  the  order  may  be  read  again,  sir,  in  order 
that  I  may  get  the  whole  meaning  of  it. 

The  clerk  read  the  order. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  suggest  that  that 
go  to  the  Committee  on  Schools  and  School- 
houses,  because  I  believe  it  is  a  matter  that 
should  be  left  to  their  judgment  in  regard 
to  selection,  etc.  It  is  something  wnich 
must  be  done  with  concurrence  of  the 
School  Committee,  just  as  in  the  case  of  the 
building  of  a  school.  It  seems  to  me  from  anal- 
ogy at  least  that  that  would  be  the  proper 
course.  Fortunately  it  is  very  seldom  that  we 
have  a  schoolhouse  burned,  but  if  this  was 
passed  I  think  we  would  find  out  tomorrow  that 
the  superintendent  has  no  powers  in  the  matter. 
I  suggest  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Schools  and  Schoolhouses,  and  they  can  re- 
port to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  next  Monday, 
and  the  committee  can  have  a  chance  to  see  the 
School  Committee,  as  their  concurrence  is  nec- 
essary, I  believe. 


Mr.  Gomez— Since  I  understand  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Schools  and  Schoolhouses  meets  as 
early  as  tomorrow,  I  will  agree  to  that  reference. 
But  it  is  very  necessary  that  this  order  be  acted 
upon  as  early  as  possible,  for  the  simple  reason 
that  the  girls  have  only  two  months  more  to  go 
through  with  before  they  graduate,  and  they 
cannot  stand  a  delay.  It  would  be  too  bad  to 
put  them  off  for  another  year. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Schools  and  Schoolhouses. 

Mr.  Gomez  offered  an  order — That  the  super- 
intendent of  public  buildings  be  directed  to  pro- 
ceed at  once  to  make  the  necessary  repairs  upon 
the  Gaston  Schoolhouse,  partly  destroyed  by 
fire  April  28,  the  expense  attending  the  same  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  schoolhouses, 
public  building's,  when  appropriated. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gomez,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Schools  and  Schoolhouses. 

Early  in  the  session  a  communication  was  re- 
ceived from  the  mayor,  "transmitting  the  fol- 
lowing communication  from  the  superintendent 
of  public  buildings,  relative  to  a  fire  at  the  Gas- 
ton Schoolhouse": 

Office  of  Supt.  of  Public  Buildings,  ) 
April  28,  1887.  ) 

To  His  Honor  the  Mayor. 

I  have  to  inform  you  that  there  was  a  fire  at 
the  Gaston  Schoolhouse  this  morning.    I  cannot 
at  the  present  correctly  estimate  the  damage, 
but  think  it  will  approximate  $40,000. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

James  C.  Tucker, 

Supt.  Public  Buildings. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whall,  to  Commit- 
tee on  Schools  and  Schoolhouses. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  simply  like  to  express  my 
own  feeling  in  regard  to  the  motion  made  by 
Mr.  Gomez,  in  regard  to  the  order  to  repair  the 
Gaston  Schoolhouse.  My  own  feeling  is  that  we 
ought  to  take  action  tonight,  and  not  refer  the 
order  to  a  committee.  I  would  like  an  expres- 
sion of  opinion  about  it.  If  my  views  are  differ- 
ent from  those  of  a  majority,  I  will  give  way.  I 
move  to  I'econsider  the  reference  of  the  second 
order  of  Mr.  Gomez  to  the  Committee  on 
Schools  and  Schoolhouses.  I  think  we  should 
take  action  at  once. 

The  President— Reconsiderations  are  not  in 
order  at  this  time. 

Near  the  close  of  the  session  the  reference  of 
the  order  to  repair  the  Gaston  Schoolhouse  was, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Gomez,  reconsidered,  and  the 
order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 
Mr.  Gomez  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

Near  the  close  of  the  session  the  reference  of 
the  mayor's  communication  was,  on  motion  ef 
Mr.  Whall,  reconsidered,  and  the  communica- 
tion was  ordered  to  be  sent  up. 

RUTLAND  SQUARE. 

Mr.  Frost  offered  an  order— That  the  super- 
intendent of  Common  and  public  grounds  be 
directed  to  put  in  proper  condition  the  mall  on 
Rutland  square,  the  expenses  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Common  and  public 
grounds. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Mr. 
Frost  moved  to  consider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

In  connection  with  the  foregoing  order  Mr. 
Frost  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel  O.  Aborn 
and  others,  representing  that  said  mall  is  in  a 
very  bad  and  unsightly  condition,  and  praying 
that  it  may  be  put  in  good  order  similar  to  or 
equal  to  the  mall  in  Chester  Park. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall  the  petition  was  sent 
up. 

MEMORIAL  DAY, 

Mr.  Carroll  offered  an  order— That  all  police 
and  firemen  belonging  to  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic  be  allowed  a  holiday  without 
loss  of  pay  on  Memorial  day. 

Mr.  Whall— I  move  two  amendments  to  that, 
first,  that  "in  part  compensation  for  their  ser- 
vices," all  members  of  the  Police  and  Fire  De- 
partments be  allowed,  etc.,  and  second,  that  "all 
other  city  employees"  be  added.  The  gentle- 
man, probably  will  accept  both  amendments. 

Mr.  Carroll— The  reason  I  don't  wish  to  ac- 
cept that  last  amendment  is  that  I  believe  the 
employees  in  all  the  other  departments  will  get 
a  holiday  on  that  day.  The  Police  and  Fire  De- 
partments are,  I  believe,  the  only  ones  that  are 
on  duty,  and  that  is  the  reason  I  didn't  include 
the  others  in  that  order. 

Mr,  Whall— II  understand  Memorial  day  is,  I 
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be'ieve,  a  legal  holiday.  Then  I  will  move  my 
first  amendment,  that  they  he  given  this  holi- 
day "in  part  compensation  for  their  services." 
That  is  necessary  under  the  decision  of  the  Cor- 
poration Counsel. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  to  have  the  order  read 
again  for  information.    I  didn't  hear  it. 

Ihe  clerk  read  the  order  with  the  proposed 
amendment. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  to  add  to  that,  as  an 
amendment,  "provided  that  their  services  can 
be  dispensed  with  without  detriment  to  the 
public  service." 

Mr.  Carroll  accepted  both  amendments. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  when 
amendments  are  accepted,  they  become  a  part 
of  the  order. 

Mr.  Leart — I  move  to  further  amend  by  sub- 
stituting "that  the  heads  of  departments  be 
requested  to  allow,"  The  only  object  in  doing 
that  is  so  that  the  matter  will  not  come  back  to 
us. 

Mr.  Carroll  accepted  the  amendment,  and 
the  order  as  amended  was  passed. 

Mr.  Carroll  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 
schools  and  schoolhouses. 

Requests  were  received  from  the  School  Com- 
mittee as  follows : 

1.  That  the  City  Council  appropriate  $1000  for 
the  physical  laboratory  of  the  Boys'  Latin 
School  in  order  that  the  school  may  properly  fit 
the  pupils,  under  the  recent  changes  in  the  re- 
quirements for  admission  to  Harvard  College. 

2.  That  the  City  Council  will  appropriate  S5p0 
for  laboratory  work  in  physics  in  the  Girls'  High 
and  Latin  Schools. 

3.  That  the  City  Council  purchase  land  to  pro- 
vide a  suitable  passageway  from  Washington 
street  to  the  Dilloway  Schoolhouse. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Schools  and  Schoolhouses. 

4.  That  the  City  Council  provide  additional 
and  improved  sanitary  accommodations  in  the 
Bennett  Schoolhouse. 

5.  That  the  City  Council  improve  the  heating 
and  ventilating  apparatus  of  the  Dorchester 
Schoolhouse;  and  provide  curtains  for  the  win- 
dows on  the  east  and  west  sides  of  the  build- 
ing. 

6.  That  the  City  Council  cause  the  ventilation 
of  the  Dearborn  Schoolhouse  and  privies  to  be 
improved;  provide  curtains  for  the  windows  on 
the  southwest  side  of  the  building,  and  so  change 
the  position  of  the  desks  and  seats  in  the  school- 
rooms as  to  secure  proper  light. 

Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings. 

Also  an  order  of  the  School  Committee  that 
the  Hudson-street  Primary  Schoolhouse  De  sur- 
rendered to  the  City  Council. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Schools  and  School- 
houses. 

petitions. 

Mr.  Dewey  presented  the  petition  of  Alfred 
Bunker  and  others  that  the  iron  fence  around 
Cedar  square,  Ward  21,  be  put  in  repair  and 
painted. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Common. 

Mr.  Fowler  presented  the  petition  of  Mary 
Ann  Carter  for  compensation  for  personal  in- 
juries from  a  fall  on  the  sidewalk  on  Winter 
street. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Claims. 

PAPERS  FROM  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

1.  Notice  of  non-concurrence  in  the  passage  of 
the  order  requesting  the  mayor  to  remonstrate 
against  the  passage  of  any  act  tending  to  the 
destruction  of  trees  on  Boston  Common.  Placed 
on  file. 

2.  Fourth  report  of  the  Committee  on  Legisla- 
tive Matters.  (City  Doc.  72.)  Accepted  in  con- 
currence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  Nos.  3  to  8  inclu- 
sive were  acted  on  together,  viz. : 

3.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  leave  to 
withdraw  on  petition  of  James  P.  Dwyer  for 
compensation  for  injury  to  his  horse  from 
alleged  defect  in  Columbus  avenue. 

4.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  James  Johnston  for  com- 
pensation for  damage  to  his  horse  from  alleged 
defect  in  Greenwood  avenue. 

5.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Stephen  A.  Myrick  for  com- 


pensation for  damage  to  his  horse  from  alleged 
defect  in  Saratoga  street. 

6.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Patrick  McLaughlin  for 
compensation  for  injuries  received  from  alleged 
defect  in  Salem  street. 

7.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw, on  account  of  failure  to  notify  the  city,  on 
petition  of  James  H.  McLaughlin,  for  compen- 
sation for  injuries  to  his  horse  from  defective 
sewer  grating  at  corner  of  Washington  and 
River  streets. 

8.  Report  of  same  committee,  submitting  a  list 
of  claims  that  have  been  settled  upon  the  rec- 
ommendation of  said  committee  during  Janu- 
ary, February  and  March,  1887. 

Reports  severally  accepted  in  concurrence. 

9.  Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Buildings, 
recommending  reference  to  the  superintendent 
of  public  buildings  of  the  request  of  the  School 
Committee  for  accommodations  in  the  Charles- 
town  High  Schoolhouse  for  a  master's  room  and 
a  library.  Accepted  and  referred  accordingly  in 
concurrence. 

10.  Report  of  same  committee,  recommending 
reference  to  the  city  architect  of  the  request  of 
the  School  Committee  for  a  tablet  for  the  Hugh 
O'Brien  Schoolhouse.  Accepted  and  referred 
accordingly  in  concurrence. 

11.  Invitation  from  Francis  Washburn  Post  92, 
G.  A.  R.,  to  the  City  Council  to  attend  the  me- 
morial services  of  said  post,  in  Brighton,  May 
29,  next. 

Accepted  in  concurrence. 

12.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  and 
order  to  allow  and  pay  the  salaries  and  wages, 
payable  from  the  treasury,  and  charge  the  same 
against  the  appropriations  for  the  year  1887-88, 
for  the  several  departments,  when  made. 

Report  accepted,  order  read  twice  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule  moved  by  Mr.  Whall  and 
passed  in  concurrence.  Mr.  Whall  moved  to 
reconsider;  lost. 

13.  Report  of  Committee  on  Streets  that  the 
order  requesting  the  superintendent  of  streets 
to  give  certain  information  in  regard  to  gravel 
taken  from  a  gravel-bank  on  Morton  street, 
Ward  23,  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 
Mr.  Sanger  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

14.  Order  authorizing  the  superintendent  of 
Common,  etc.,  to  expend  during  the  present 
year,  from  the  Tudor  bequest,  the  sum  of  $200, 
in  planting  trees,  the  same  to  be  done,  as  far  as 
practicable,  on  Arbor  day. 

Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 
moved  by  Mr.  Whitmore,  and  passed  hi  con- 
currence. Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider ; 
lost. 

15.  Order  to  charge  to  the  appropriation  for 
Home  for  Paupers,  Long  Island,  the  current  ex- 
penses of  the  institution  at  present  at  Austin 
Farm,  until  its  removal  to  Long  Island. 

Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 
moved  by  Mr.  Whitmore,  and  passed  in  con- 
currence. Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider ; 
lost. 

SPECIAL  ASSIGNMENTS. 

Mr.  Whitmore,  for  the  purpose  of  clearing 
the  docket,  called  up  the  special  assignments, 
viz: 

18.  Report  of  Committee  on  Judiciary,  and 
order  (new  draft)  directing;  the  city  solicitor  to 
take  action  necessary  to  give  effect  to  an  order 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  requiring  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad  Company  to  move  a  certain 
wooden  building  which  projects  upon  the  public 
highway.    (City  Doc.  73.) 

Report  accepted.  The  order  in  a  new  draft 
was  passed.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  recon- 
sider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

19.  Report  of  Committee  ^n  Judiciary,  recom- 
mending the  return  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
of  the  papers  in  regard  to  the  payment  of  $50  to 
Alexander  New,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  the  County  of  Suffolk,  together 
with  a  certified  copy  of  the  opinion  of  the  city 
solicitor,  which  is  to  the  effect  that  legal  expen- 
ditures, charged  to  said  appropriation  are  with- 
in the  exclusive  control  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, and  do  not  require  the  concurrence  of  the 
Common  Council.    (City  Doc.  75.) 

Report  accepted,  and  said  recommendation 
adopted.  Mr.  Whitmore  movod  to  reconsider ; 
lost.    Sent  up. 

power  square. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McNary,  the  rule  was  sus- 
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bended  to  enable  him  to  call  up  the  unfinished 
business,  viz: 

17.  Order  requesting  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon, etc.,  to  give  the  name  of  "Powers  square" 
to  the  square  formed  by  the  intersection  of 
Dorchester,  Swett,  and  Boston  streets  and  Dor- 
chester avenue. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McNary,  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Common,  etc. 

SUBDIVISION  OF  CONTRACTS. 

Mr.  Fowler  called  up  the  special  assignment, 
viz: 

20.  Majority  report  of  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, no  further  action  necessary  on  the  order 
for  an  amendment  to  Chapter  17  of  the  Revised 
Ordinances  of  1885,  in  relation  to  subdivision  of 
contracts,  together  with  minority  report  signed 
by  Mr.  Sanger,  recommending  the  passage  of  an 
ordinance  providing  that  certain  contracts  shall 
not  be  subdivided.    (City  Doc.  74.) 

Mr.  Whitmobe- I  trust  the  gentleman  will 
withdraw  that  call,  because  the  subject  is  likely 
to  cause  considerable  debate.  We  laid  it  over  to 
accommodate  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  in 
his  absence ;  there  is  no  hurry  about  it  and  I 
think  we  better  let  it  go  by  so  that  we  can  at- 
tend to  the  business  of  the  evening. 

The  President— Mr.  Fowler  withdraws  his 
motion. 

THE  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  Council  took  up  the  last  paper  on  the  cal- 
endar from  the  other  branch,  viz. : 

16.  Majority  and  minority  reports  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations  and  the  Appropriation 
bill  for  the  city  and  county  for  1887-88,  amended 
as  follows :  The  appropriation  for  East  Boston 
ferries  is  increased  18000,  and  that  for  Health 
Department  $25,000;  the  appropriation  for  re- 
moval of  gravel,  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery,  $8000,  is 
stricken  out;  the  appropriation  for  reserved 
fund  is  reduced  to  $75,000;  and  the  words  "con- 
struction of"  are  prefixed  to  the  item  "Boylston- 
street  bridge."    (See  City  Doc.  76.) 

The  reports  were  accepted  in  concurrence. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  presume,  Mr.  President, 
that  the  Council  intends  to  proceed  to  this  im- 
portant business  at  once,  having  cleared  up  the 
calendar;  and  I  therefore  move,  sir,  that  the 
orders  as  they  come  from  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men be  read  for  the  first  time  by  their  titles 
only.  If  that  motion  is  passed,  I  will  then  move 
to  suspend  the  rules  in  order  that  the  matters 
may  come  up  for  their  second  reading  this  eve- 
ning. And  then,  sir,  of  course  we  shall  proceed 
in  the  usual  custom  of  having  every  item  read 
as  it  comes  along  and  passed,  of  course  with 
every  possible  opportunity  for  debate.  As  we 
are  as  well  prepared  as  we  ever  shall  be,  I  think 
we  had  better  bring  the  matter  to  a  second  read- 
ing tonight.  I  move,  therefore,  that  the  orders 
be  read  by  their  titles  only  for  the  first  reading, 
and  then  I  shall  move  a  suspension  of  the  rule 
so  that  they  may  take  their  second  reading  at 
the  present  time. 

Mr.  McNary — I  hope  this  motion  will  not  pre- 
vail, because  we  have  an  undoubted  parliamen- 
tary right  to  have  the  orders  itemized  at  the 
time  of  their  first  reading,  as  there  are  a  num- 
ber of  changes  contemplated  in  the  orders,  and 
I  think  that  it  is  the  intention,  very  justly,  that 
an  additional  appropriation  be  made  for  certain 
departments.  Therefore  I  think  it  would  be 
better  to  arrive  at  some  solution  on  the  first 
reading  of  the  order,  and  then  pass  it  to  a  second 
reading  and  finish  it  up.  In  my  mind  it  is  bet- 
ter to  have  the  matter  gone  over  with  as  soon 
as  possible,  and  I  think,  therefore,  we  had  bet- 
ter take  up  the  bill  on  its  first  reading  item  by 
item.  I  wiil  briefly  explain  the  reason  why  I 
want  it  read  item  by  item  and  the  changes 
made.  The  changes  to  be  made,  as  far  as  I  am 
concerned,  are.  to  my  mind,  wholly  in  the  di- 
rection of  providing  additional  appropriations 
for  the  Paving  Department  and  the  Sewer  De- 
partment. We  want  to  provide  additional  ap- 
propriations for  the  Paving  Department  and 
make  the  amount  about  §1,000,000,  and  the  Sewer 
Department  $200,000.  I  think  the  appropriations 
for  those  departments  as  provided  for  in  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  are  altogether  too  small,  and 
in  order  to  provide  additional  appropriations  for 
those  departments  we  have  got  to  cut  down 
some  of  the  other  appropriations,  and  some  of 
the  special  appropriations,  if  we  choose  to  do 
so.  Therefore  I  think  we  had  better  have  them 
come  up  as  passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  as 
the  first  order  of  business,  and  then  have  them 


go  to  a  second  reading  if  satisfactory,  and  take 
the  question  on  the  second  reading,  and  pass  the 
order  tonight.  We  can  then  act  on  it,  and  pass 
it  in  concurrence,  or  nonconcur  with  the  Board 
of  Aldermen.    I  hope  that  course  will  be  taken. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  fail  to  see  the  connection 
between  the  gentleman's  preamble  and  his  con- 
clusion. If  he  wants  to  have  the  business  done 
up  tonight,  and  I  think  we  all  do,  it  is  evident 
that  his  plan  only  increases  the  probability  of 
delay  and  confusion.  My  motion  was  made  in 
order  that  it  should  be  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing, and  the  discussion  could  then  take  place  on 
every  item,  and  when  we  got  through  it  would 
be  completed.  Tbe,_geiatlernan's  proposition,  on 
the  contrary,  is  to  have  all  the  debate  and  the 
amendments  on  the  first  reading  of  the  bill. 
What  would  be  the  result?  If  we  cannot  agree 
now,  and  it  takes  a  two-thirds  vote  to  pass  it  to- 
night, are  we  at  all  likely  to  be  able  to  doit  after 
a  heated  debate  on  the  various  items'?  My  sug- 
gestion was  that,  as  it  requires  a  two-thirds 
vote  to  do  it,  and  as  it  was  more  likely  to  pro- 
voke debate,  if  the  intention  of  the  gentleman 
was  carried  out,  that  we  should  order  it  a  sec- 
ond reading,  which  would  be  more  likely  to 
bring  us  to  a  conclusion  in  advance,  before  any- 
body has  been  disappointed.  We  can  pass  the 
first  reading  and  take  the  matter  up  on  second 
reading,  item  by  item.  I  know,  sir,  from  having 
seen  a  good  many  of  these  meetings,  that  if  we 
amend  or  try  to  amend  and  debate  on  the  first 
reading,  that  it  will  be  found  impossible  to  get 
the  two-thirds  vote  in  order  to  get  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule  and  take  the  matter  up  tonight. 
But,  starting  without  any  debate  on  any  item, 
if  two  thirds  of  the  members  now  present  signi- 
fy their  intention  to  finish  the  business  tonight, 
it  can  be  done  impartially  and  without 
pleasure  or  disappointment  in  regard  to  any 
item.  We  can  arrive  at  a  definite  result  a 
good  deal  more  surely  by  adopting  my  plan  than 
his.  As  I  said,  sir,  I  would  move  at  once  that  it 
be  ordered  to  a  second  reading,  and  I  shall  move 
to  suspend  the  rules  in  order  that  the  second 
reading  may  come  up  at  once,  and  of  course 
every  item  will  have  to  be  read,  approved,  and 
passed  upon  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  Lauten— I  hope  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  will  prevail ;  and  in  order  to 
arrive  at  the  sentiment  of  this  Council,  I  move 
that  the  vote  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  McNary— I  have  no  objection  to  the  vote 
being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  but  I  cannot  for 
my  own  part  see  but  that  the  question  is  as 
broad  as  it  is  long.  It  simply  allows  the  gentle- 
men advocating  this  bill  as  it  stands,  if  the  mo- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  prevails,  to 
have  it  brought  to  a  certain  place  where  I  do  not 
want  to  see  it  brought.  For  that  reason  I  take 
the  position  I  do,  and  for  that  reason  alone.  If 
the  bill  is  passed  on  its  first  reading  tonight,  and 
we  agree  to  these  items  or  vote  down  certain 
items  and  agree  to  certain  other  items,  and  pass 
this  order  to  its  second  reading,  we  will  then 
have  to  have  a  two-thirds  vote  to  bring  it  to  the 
second  reading.  Now,  I  do  not  propose,  if  I  can 
help  it,  to  have  it  brought  to  a  second  reading 
until  we  have  a  chance  to  debate  it ;  because  if 
the  second  reading  is  once  had,  it  brings  the 
bill  to  its  passage ;  and  I  think  if  we  want  to 
make  any  alteration  whatsoever,  that  it  would 
be  advisable  for  the  members  of  the  Council  to 
make  such  alteration  before  the  bill  is  put  on 
its  passage.  It  ought  to  be  done  before  the  bill 
is  put  upon  its  passage,  and  I  think  any  members 
in  favor  of  making  alterations  will  agree  with 
me  on  this  point.  Of  course  if  the  sentiment  of 
the  Council  is  otherwise  we  will  have  to  obey  it ; 
but  I  hope  that  the  motion  will  not  prevail,  but 
that  we  will  take  up  the  bill  item  by  item. 

Mr.  Reilly— Mr.  President,  I  hope  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  will  not  prevail. 
I  believe,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  15  has 
said,  that  if  we  are  to  debate  these  items  we 
might  just  as  well  debate  them  on  the  first  read- 
ing of  the  bill  as  when  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. In  fact,  I  think  it  would  he  better.  I  think, 
with  both  gentlemen,  that  there  will  be  changes 
proposed  in  the  bill,  and  I  think  that  the  best 
time  to  do  it  is  to  do  it  on  its  first  reading.  Then 
if  we  can  agree  we  can  order  it  to  a  second  read- 
ing on  the  necessary  two-thirds  vote,  lam  not 
in  favor  of  reading  it  first,  and  I  hope  the  mo- 
tion will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Richards— I  hope  this  motion  will  not 
prevail,  to  give  this  a  second  reading  so  early 
in  the  evening.    I  think  it  is  a  very  important 
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matter — one  of  the  most  important  matters 
which  comes  up  in  the  course  of  the  year— and 
should  be  given  full  and  thorough  discussion 
on  its  first  reading.  After  we  have  seen  what  is 
perfect  in  the  bill  and  what  is  imperfect,  after 
having  made  up  our  minds,  we  can  come  to  a 
second  reading  more  understandingly,  I  think 
myself  it  is  bad  policy  to  have  the  hill  take  its 
second  reading  on  the  same  evening  that  it 
takes  its  first  reading,  and  I  hope  that  the  mo- 
tion that  the  bill  be  passed  to  its  second  reading 
will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Whitmoke— I  merely  wish  to  say,  sir,  and 
the  Council  can  pretty  clearly  understand  now, 
I  think,  that  what  I  feared  is  likely  to  happen  ; 
that  if  we  debate  the  bill  and  discuss  amend- 
mends  on  the  first  reading  of  the  bill  and  those 
amendments  are  not  accepted,  that  those  who 
are  disappointed  do  not  intend  to  allow  the  bill 
to  go  to  a  second  reading  tonight.  Now,  sir,  for 
my  part,  it  is  nothing  to  me  whether  the  bill 
goes  through  tonight  or  any  other  night.  But  if 
the  Council  intends  and  desires  to  pass  it  to- 
night,I  think  they  must  by  this  time  understand 
that  the  only  profitable  way  of  passing  it  is  to 
have  only  one  stage  open  for  amendments.  As 
I  said,  it  is  evident  if  we  do  not  succeed  in  adopt- 
ing it  by  a  two-thirds  vote  now  we  certainly 
should  not  do  it  after  the  end  of  a  discussion  in 
which  some  amendments  may  be  defeated, 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  trust  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  will  prevail,  because 
in  all  parliamentary  practice  tbat  I  ever  heard 
of,  not  only  in  this  but  in  other  bodies,  a  debate 
scarcely  ever  comes  to  an  issue  until  the  second 
or  third  reading  of  a  bill.  I  believe  that  in  the 
Massachusetts  Legislature  bills  take  their  first 
and  second  readings  and  generally  debate  takes 
place  on  the  third  reading.  For  that  reason  I 
hope  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  will  prevail,  and  that  we  shall  bring  the  mat- 
ter to  an  issue  on  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Whall — One  would  imagine  from  the 
speeches  which  have  been  made  against  the 
motion  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  mover  to  stifle 
debate.  I  do  not  believe  the  gentleman,  in  of- 
fering his  motion,  had  any  such  intention,  nor 
did  he  wish  to  curtail  any  full  or  ample  debate. 
But  I  take  it  that  his  object  was  to  do  away  with 
all  unnecessary  debate ;  and  in  making  his  mo- 
tion he  only  followed  what  is,  as  lias  been  well 
observed  by  my  friend  from  Ward  22,  the  usual 
parliamentary  custom ;  that  is,  of  postponing  all 
discussion  and  all  debate  until  the  measure  had 
reached  its  last  reading.  In  our  own  Legis- 
lature the  debatable  stage  of  a  bill  is  on  its 
third  reading ;  and  no  matter  how  obnoxious  a 
measure  may  be  that  is  introduced  there,  it 
takes  as  a  matter  of  course  its  first  and  second 
reading,  and  then  the  debatable  stage  is  on  the 
third  reading.  The  merits  of  the  subject  are 
then  entered  into,  and  the  arguments  are  made 
pro  and  con,  and  the  measure,  for  the  time 
being,  is  disposed  of.  Sometimes  measures  are 
killed  then  and  there.  I  wish  the  gentleman  to 
remember  the  experience  we  had  last  year.  We 
backed  and  filled  for  five  or  six  weeks.  For  five 
or  six  weeks  this  Council  was  between  the  devil 
and  the  deep  sea.  We  agreed  with  the  Alder- 
men on  some  things  and  we  disagreed  with 
them  on  other  things;  and  the  result  of  all 
this  delay  and  all  this  bickering  was  that 
the  Common  Council  took  its  gruel  at  last 
from  the  very  glass  which  the  Aldermen  had 
at  first  presented  to  its  lips,  and  it  was  the 
same  identical  gruel.  Now,  I  have  no  doubt 
but  that  there  are  some  gentlemen  who  honestly 
entertain  the  opinion  that  certain  measures  in 
this  bill  are  objectionable.  1  have  no  doubt 
that  there  are,  for  the  Appropriation  Commit- 
tee and  the  Board  of  Aldermen  are  neither  om- 
nipotent nor  omniscient.  They  are  not  perfect; 
but  they  probably  have  given  us  as  good  a  bill 
as  we  can  obtain.  We  should  advance  it  one 
stage  immediately.  I  believe  that  we  should 
debate  the  matter  tonight,  even  if  we  should 
have  to  stay  here  till  the  cock  crows  tomorrow 
morning.  But  let  all  our  powder  count  for 
something.  Don't  let  us  shoot  blindly  into  mid- 
air. Don't  let  us  waste  all  our  cartridges  and 
ammunition  in  the  first  volley.  Let  us  wait  un- 
til we  can  see  the  whites  of  the  enemies'  eyes. 
Don't  shoot  upon  them  when  they  are  simply 
on  the  horizon.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that 
there  will  be  a  good  deal  of  difference  of  opin- 
ion among  the  members  upon  the  merits  of  this 
bill.    But  what  is  the  use  of  having  them   fight 


as  soon  as  we  meet?  Let  us  agree  till  we  come 
to  the  parting  of  the  roads,  but  don't  let  us  dig 
roads  for  ourselves  immediately.  Let  us  agree 
as  long  as  we  can.  Let  us  agree  upon  the  first 
reading,  suspend  the  rules,  and  then  come  like 
men  to  the  question.  The  question  will  be  then 
the  adoption  of  the  Appropriation  bill,  as  it 
has  come  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  I 
haven't  the  slightest  doubt,  as  I  said  before, 
that  many  of  us  will  disagree  on  certain  items. 
Then  let  us  disagree  when  our  disagreement  is 
going  to  count  for  something ;  but  don't  let  us 
get  our  passions  excited  and  get  our  interests 
worked  up  in  the  preliminary  stage  of  the  bill, 
and  then  afterwards,  when  we  ought  to  have 
arrived  at  some  conclusion,  after  our  labors  and 
wind  are  expended,  find  that  theie  are  certain 
persons  sore  at  heart  and  sick  at  soul  because 
their  petty  measures  have  not  been  adopted, 
and  postpone  discussion  under  the  operation  of 
the  rule  for  another  week.  I  think  the  citi- 
zens of  Boston  want  us  to  pass  our  bill  as  busi- 
ness men.  I  think  the  Board  of  Aldermen  has 
set  an  example  that  it  will  be  well  for  this  Coun- 
cil to  emulate  and  imitate,  and  pass  the  bill  just 
the  same  as  you  would  buy  a  pair  of  trousers, 
and  don't  go  bickering  and  dickering  on  it  all 
night.  I  hope  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Frost — I  know  of  no  objection,  sir,  to  the 
motion  as  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12.  I  think,  sir,  that  it  will  help  us  in  this  stage 
of  affairs  and  facilitate  the  passage  of  this  Ap- 
propriation bill,  and  I  hope,  sir,  that  the  motion 
will  prevail. 

Mr.  Ladd— It  seems  to  me  that  this  debate  is 
merely  a  waste  of  time.  The  test  when  it  comes 
will  not  be  on  this  question,  but  will  be  on  the 
suspension  of  the  rule,  and  I  call  for  the  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  McNary— I  think  before  that  motion  is 
put  it  is  due  to  me  at  least  that  I  should  have  a 
little  time,  as  the  principal  objector  to  the  mo- 
tion, to  say  a  few  words  on  the  matter.  I  want 
to  say  just  this :  I  do  not  expect  and  did  not  ex- 
pect that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  meant 
to  stifle  debate  on  the  matter.  But  I  think  that 
if  there  is  to  be  any  debate  it  should  come  first. 
I  call  the  attention  of  the  gentleman  to  the  fact 
that  we  are  proceeding  under  our  own  rules, 
and  not  under  the  rules  of  the  Massachusetts 
Legislature,  and  we  have  a  perfect  right  to  pro- 
ceed under  our  own  rules.  And  I  would  also 
say  that  when  the  gentleman  makes  a  motion 
to  do  away  with  the  observance  of  our  rules  I 
have  a  perfect  right  to  oppose  it.  as  to  the 
Common  Council  backing  and  filling  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  I  would  remind  the  gentle- 
man that  we  did  gain  something  last  year.  We 
gained  considerable.  And  I  would  also  remind 
the  gentleman  that  there  would  have  been 
plenty  of  time  for  debate  on  this  Appropriation 
bill  and  plenty  of  time  to  pass  it  if  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations  had  reported  when 
they  should  have  reported  under  the  joint  rules. 
They  should  have  reported  by  the  15th  of  March  ; 
but  no  member  of  the  committee  came  here 
and  asked  for  a  suspension  of  the  rule  although 
it  was  suspended  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
But  the  committee  has  been  derelict  in  its  duty. 
I  think  that  if  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions are  so  anxious  to  have  the  bill  passed  to- 
night, and  are  so  anxious  to  have  it  passed  in 
its  present  form,  that  they  should  have  reported 
at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  so 
that  we  could  have  a  chance  to  examine  it  and 
confer  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  regard 
to  it  if  they  did  not  concur.  But  instead  of  do- 
ing that  they  reported  to  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men at  the  meeting  previous  to  the  1st  of  May. 
What  did  the  Board  of  Aldermen  do?  They  ac- 
cepted the  report,  then  passed  the  bill,  and  then 
promptly  adjourned,  without  making  any  pro- 
vision at  all  in  case  the  Council  did  not  concur; 
leaving  us  in  this  position,  that  we  have  got  to 
accept  the  bill  before  the  1st  of  May  or  else  get 
nothing.  I  say  that  the  Common  Council  has 
just  as  much  right  to  pass  upon  and  debate  the 
matters  covered  by  this  bill  as  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen. This  action  of  the  Board  takes  away 
our  legal  right  and  leaves  us  in  this  position, 
that  we  have  got  to  take  what  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen give  us  or  noth in g  at  all.  I  stand  here 
as  a  member  of  the  Common  Council,  as  the 
representative  of  my  own  ward  and  the  people 
of  my  own  ward,  hoping  and  trusting  that  my 
opinions  in  regard  to  what  they  want  will  have 
due  weight ;  and  I  do  not  care  what  the  Board 
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of  Aldermen  do  about  this  matter ;  if  their  ideas 
differ  from  my  own  I  intend  to  get  what  I  possi- 
bly can  and  what  the  people  of  my  ward,  as  I 
understand  it,  want ;  and  what  the  people  of  the 
city,  as  1  understand  it,  want.  This  idea  tuat 
we  must  accept  everything  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men gives  us  is  utter  nonsense.  They  have  no 
more  right  to  pass  upon  an  appropriation  than 
we  have.  We  have  as  much  right  to  consider  it 
at  full  length  as  we  please ;  and  I  would  also  call 
the  attention  of  the  members  to  the  fact  that  if 
we  have  any  rights  left  to  the  Common  Council 
they  include  the  right  of  passing  upon  appropri- 
ations ;  and  unless  we  exercise  this  right,  and 
exercise  it  properly,  we  are  giving  up  the  only 
thing  that  we  possess  during  the  entire  year. 
For  one  I  hope  that  the  debate  and  changes,  if 
any,  to  be  made  will  come  on  the  first  reading  of 
the  order,  and  that  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Latjten  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  question  of  reading  the  bill  by  its  title  only. 

Mr.  Whall — If  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Appropriations  on  the  part  of  the  Council 
had  been  present  when  the  committee  had  been 
called  to  task  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  15 
for  the  dilatoriness  of  their  report,  it  would  not 
be  necessary  for  me  now  to  give  one  slice  of  in- 
tormation  to  the  aforesaid  gentleman.  But  the 
piece  of  information  I  wish  to  give  him  is  this : 
that  though  there  is  a  cast  iron  provision  in  our 
rules  which  says  tne  committee  must  report  be- 
fore March  15,  I  will  agree  to  give  the  gentle- 
man the  best  silk  hat  he  ever  wore  in  his  life  if 
he  rinds  that  the  Committee  on  Appropriations 
ever  reported,  since  the  rule  was  made,  in  that 
time. 

Mr.  McNart— Mr.  President. 

The  President— Does  the  gentleman  yield? 

Mr.  Whall— No,  not  now.  This  opposition  is 
only  part  and  parcel  of  an  opposition  that  has 
been  conceived,  for  what  purpose  I  know  not, 
against  this  bill.  The  papers  tonight  said  that 
there  was  to  be  a  caucus  of  Democrats  to  con- 
sider this  bill,  and  in  secret  conclave  regulate 
the  destinies  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations.  I  do  not  know  whether  or  not 
such  a  meeting  has  been  held,  but  I  do  hold 
that  this  opposition  to  the  bill  comes  from  the 
gentlemen  who  conceived  that  they  were  the 
Democratic  party  in  this  Council  and  that  their 
pet  ideas  and  their  particular  and  peculiar  hob- 
bies were  simon-pure,  Jeffersonian,  Democratic  , 
doctrine.  The  carelessness  which  allowed  them  to 
leave  upon  the  blotter  the  invitation  to  their  se- 
cret conclave  is  only  an  index  of  the  carelessness 
with  which  they  would  strive  to  emasculate  this 
bill.  I  hold  here  the  invitation  to  that  synod  of 
Democratic  saints,  signed  by  the  gentleman 
here  who  makes  the  greatest  opposition  to  it, 
and  by  his  lieutenant  m  the  rear,  who  attempts 
to  bolster  up  the  weak  argument  which  his 
chief  advances.  If  the  opposition  to  this  bill 
and  if  the  reason  why  we  should  not  act  as 
business  men  tonight  comes  simply  because  a 
small  coterie  of  Democrats  find  that  now  as  be- 
fore, and  I  will  add  hereafter,  they  have  had 
their  corns  trod  upon,  then  let  us  know  it.  But 
don't  come  with  false  reasons  and  attempt  to 
get  in  your  own  little  peculiar  hobby  on  broad 
and  general  grounds.  The  Paving  Depart- 
ment and  the  Sewer  Department  have  been 
mentioned  as  those  who  have  been  unjust- 
ly  treated.  There  is  not  a  man  who  stands 
upon  the  floor  of  this  chamber  who  has 
worked  harder  for  the  peoplo  who  are  in 
those  respective  departments  than  I  have.  But 
I  say  considering  the  amount  of  money  which 
we  can  raise,  those  departments  have  been 
treated  generously ;  and  even  though  I  come  from 
a  section  where  nine  votes  out  of  every  ten  are 
votes  of  laboring  men,  I  shall  vote  on  this  bill 
against  giving  the  Paving  Department  or 
Sewer  Department  a  single  solitary  dollar  more 
than  they  have  now  got.  I  think  we  have  to  be 
just  to  other  departments  as  well  as  to  the  Pav- 
ing and  Sewer  Departments. 

Mr.  McNart— As  the  gentleman  has  adverted 
to  a  topic  which  I  desire  to  speak  about.  I  will 
have  a  little  to  say — 

Mr.  Pv.  Sullivan— I  wish  to  rise  to  a  point  of 
order,  and  will  call  the  attention  of  the  chair  to 
Rule  34  which  says:  "A  motion  that  any 
pending  vote  shall  be  taken  by  yens  and  nays 
shall  he  in  order  at  any  time,  and  no  debate 
shall  be  allowed  thereon,  but  it  shall  be  passed 
by  the  assent  of  one-fifth  of  the  members 
present." 


ThG  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

Mr.  McNart— I  would  like  to  ask  if  the  presi- 
dent has  put  that  motion  to  the  house?  I  don't 
recollect  that  he  has. 

The  President— The  Chair  has  already  stated 
that  it  was  on  the  matter  of  reading  the  bill  for 
the  first  time.  On  that  Mr.  Lauten  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays.  On  that  motion  Mr.  Sullivan 
of  Ward  22  raised  his  point  of  order,  which  the 
Chair  decides  well  taken,  and  the  question  now 
comes — 

Mr.  Whall— 1  move  that  the  rule  be  suspend- 
ed, Mr.  President,  so  that  the  gentleman  may 
have  a  chance  to  reply. 

The  rule  was  suspended. 

Mr.  McNart— I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to 
suspend  the  rule,  but  I  am  perfectly  willing  to 
let  it  go  in  that  way ;  and  I  will  state  right  here, 
as  regards  the  matter  under  discussion  which 
has  been  referred  to  by  the  gentleman,  that  as 
far  as  I  know  the  Democrats  have  always  had 
caucuses  on  this  matter.  This  year,  owing  to 
the  gentleman  and  his  lieutenant,  or  chief,  we 
did  not  have  the  usual  caucus  on  the  Appropria- 
tion bill.  I  think  it  is  our  undoubted  right  to 
have  a  caucus  if  we  choose  to  do  so,  and  I  cer- 
tainly did  send  out  an  invitation  to  a  number  of 
Democratic  gentlemen  whom  I  believe  are  in- 
terested in  the  workings  of  the  Paving  and 
Sewer  Departments,  to  see  if  some  way  could 
not  he  devised  of  getting  an  additional  appro- 
priation for  those  departments.  I  say  that,  as  I 
believe,  it  is  one  of  the  foundation  prin- 
ciples of  Jeffersonian  Democracy  to  work 
for  the  benefit  of  the  common  people.  Lf 
the  gentleman  does  not  choose  to  call 
himself  a  Jeffersonian  Democrat,  perhaps  he 
would  prefer  to  be  known  as  a  Cleveland  Dem- 
ocrat, or  a  Mugwump  Democrat ;  but,  as  far  as 
I  am  concerned,  I  propose  to  stand  by  Jefferson- 
ian democracy.  As  far  as  my  corns  being  trod- 
den on  is  concerned,  if  they  were  trodden  on  as 
much  as  those  of  the  gentleman  from  AVard  7  I 
might  complain  about  it;  but  I  do  not  think 
they  have  been.  I  come  here  to  oppose  this  bill 
in  its  present  form,  and  shall  oppose  it  as 
much  as  I  can  in  order  to  raise  money  to 
increase  the  appropriation  for  the  Paving 
and  Sewer  Departments,  and  put  the  figures 
for  those  departments  where  I  think  they 
ought  to  be.  I  think  they  ought  to  be  put  on  a 
basis  where  the  work  can  be  done  in  a  satisfac- 
tory manner.  Two  millions  Imight  properly  be 
spent  by  the  Paving  Department  on  the  streets 
of  Boston.  They  are,  in  their  present  condition, 
a  shame  and  a  disgrace  to  the  city.  They  do  not 
compare  to  the  condition  that  they  were  in  five 
years  ago,  and  I  think  that  more  money  should 
be  allowed  to  the  Paving  Department;  and,  per- 
haps, also,  I  would  suggest,  to  the  Police  De- 
partment, which  the  gentleman  advocated  a 
short  time  since.    [Applause  in  the  galleries.] 

The  President— The  Chair  would  say  now 
that  there  must  be  no  demonstration  in  the 
galleries.  If  there  is  any  disturbance  I  shall 
order  the  galleries  cleared. 

Mr.  McNart— I  think  that  there  ought  to  be 
more  money  allowed  to  the  Paving  Department. 
There  has  been  a  long  article  published  in  the 
Boston  Herald,  which  has  a  large  constituency 
among  the  reading  public,  which  stated  that 
two  millions  of  dollars,  as  I  have  already 
suggested,  could  be  properly  spent  on  the 
streets  of  Boston.  Take  it,  for  instance, 
last  winter.  The  streets  of  Boston  were 
clogged  up  by  snow,  slush  and  water,  and 
there  was  no  money  to  take  it  away.  I  hope, 
for  one,  that  we  shall  appropriate  money  enough 
tonight  for  the  use  of  the  Paving  and  Sewer 
Departments.  I  do  not  object  to  a  yea  and  nay 
vote  on  the  matter,  because  I  would  like  to  have 
the  Democrats  who  won't  vote  on  this  business 
go  on  record,  and  allow  them  to  explain  to  their 
constituents  in  the  labor  departments  the 
reasons  why  they  wouldn't  vote.  I  think  .that 
we  can  conduct  the  departments  with  greater 
efficiency  if  we  can  get  down  to  the  figures 
which  the  mayor  approved  in  almost  all  the 
items,  and  cut  down  enough  to  put  the  Paving- 
Department  where  it  ought  to  be,  and  to  put  the 
Sewer  Department  where  it  ought  to  be.  On 
that  I  am  going  to  make  my  contest,  and  I  think 
it  might  as  well  come  first  as  last.  I  hope  that 
the  bill  will  not  be  read  by  its  title. 

Mr.  Reillt— I  think  the  gentleman  made  a 
big  mistake  when  he  grot  up  here  and  referred 
to  the  opposition  to  this  bill.    I  will  state  that 
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this  invitation  of  which  he  has  a  copy  here  to- 
night, and  upon  which  he  has  laid  such  great 
stress,  does  hear  my  name  upon  it.  I  agreed  to 
meet  certain  members  of  the  Council  here  to- 
night who  are  interested  in  two  departments  of 
the  city.  I  claim  and  hold  that  I  have  a  perfect 
right  as  a  member  of  this  Council  and  as  a 
Democrat  to  attend  any  meeting  of  members  of 
the  Democratic  party  in  this  Council  and  dis- 
cuss any  measure  that  is  coming  up  here  before 
the  Council— just  as  good  a  right  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  7  has.  Another  thing,  Mr. 
Chairman,  if  I  have  objections  to  make  to  cer- 
tain parts  of  this  bill,  probably  I  am  not  doing 
any  different  from  other  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil. The  gentleman  himself  assured  me  the 
other  day  that  he  had  objections  to  the  Appro- 
priation bill.  I  hold  that  every  member  of  the 
Common  Council  may  have  certain  objections. 
But  when  the  gentleman  gets  up  here  and  makes 
a  very  ungentlemanly  tirade  against  certain 
members  of  the  Council,  I  think  he  is  making  a 
big  mistake.  I  have  the  interests  o  the  city  as 
much  at  heart  as  he  has ;  but  I  will  say  that  I 
am  interested  in  two  departments  of  the  city  be- 
cause I  represent  a  ward  where  a  number  of  men 
residing  m  that  ward  are  men  interested  in 
those  two  departments ;  and  while  I  am  a  mem- 
ber of  this  Council  and  looking  out  for  the  in- 
terest of  my  constituents,  I  will  do  everything 
in  my  power  which  will  promote  the  interests 
of  the  men  in  those  departments.  The  bitter 
irony  and  withering  sarcasm  and  the  learned 
legal  ability  of  the  representative  from  Ward 
7  will  not  change  my  mind.  It  does  not  have  any 
effect  on  me,  Mr.  President.  I  will  vote  and  do 
as  I  think  is  right  every  time ;  and  if  the  gentle- 
man is  in  the  right  I  am  glad  and  willing  to  be 
with  him ;  but  if  he  is  not,  I  am  not  with  him. 

Mr.  Whall-I  do  not  wish  to  wearv  either 
you,  Mr.  President,  or  the  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil with  any  further  remarks ;  but  I  do  wish  to 
set  myself  right.  One  would  imagine  that  such 
of  us  as  wish  to  get  rid  of  this  Appropriation  bill 
tonight  were  guilty  of  the  same  crimes  as  were 
charged  to  brother  aldermen  in  the  other  hrancli 
the  other  night  who  had  similar  intentions. 
One  would  imagine  if  he  took  the  say-so  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  15.  that  I  was  one  of  those 
who  was  tightening  the  grip  on  the  city  purse 
strings,  and  so  keeping  laborers  from  work.  I 
do  not  think  the  members  of  this  Council  or 
these  self-same  laborers  will  be  deceived  by  any 
such  nonsense.  I  have  stood  on  this  floor  advo- 
cating their  case  when  I  thought  it  was  right, 
giving  them  assistance,  not  only  here,  but  be- 
fore the  bar  of  every  department  in  this  build- 
ing. I  do  not  believe  that  the  time  has  come 
when  the  laboring  men  own  every  legislator  in 
the  city  of  Boston  body  and  bones.  I  believe 
that  their  wishes  should  be  acceded  to  whenever 
we  can  do  so  and  subserve  the  interests  of  the 
city  of  Boston.  But  I  do  not  believe  in  the  clap- 
trap and  buncomb  that  was  indulged  in  on  Mon- 
day evening,  and  which  is  re-echoed  here  to- 
night—that clap-trap  and  buncombe  that  strives 
to  put  us  in  a  false  position  because  we  are  hon- 
estly, and -in  this  case  it  may  happen  fearlessly, 
trying  to  do  what  we  consider  our  duty. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  am  happy  to  say,  sir,  that  I 
missed  a  considerable  portion  of  this  debate, 
and  if  there  have  been  any  personal  feelings 
aroused  I  do  not  think  it  is  owing  to  anything  I 
submitted.  I  am  sure  I  have  not  had  my  feel- 
ings disturbed  by_  anything  which  I  did  not 
hear.  I  propose,  sir,  at  the  proper  time,  to  make 
such  amendments,  or  offer  such  amendments  is 
I  see  fit  to  any  item  of  this  bill.  I  suppose. every 
member  here  has  the  same  right  and  will  exer- 
cise it;  and,  sir,  although  I  think  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  whole  is  a  very  wise  solu- 
tion of  our  trouble,  I  do  not  suppose  every  man 
is  going  to  agree  with  me  or  the  committee,  and 
I  shall  not  be  at  all  surprised  if  there  are 
amendments  offered  from  the  floor  tonight 
which  will  receive  my  vote  and  my  most  hearty 
approbation.  I  do  not  imagine  the  committee 
has  fathomed  all  of  the  possibilities  of  the  wants 
and  needs  of  the  departments.  I  wish  the 
Council  to  remember  again  that  the  motion  I 
made  was  simply  for  this  purpose,  that  we  want 
to  dispose  of  the  bill  tonight.  It  is  perfectly 
clear  that  the  method  I  propose  is  the  only  way 
of  doing  it.  But,  sir,  I  did  not  suggest,  and  do 
not  now  suggest,  that  it  is  necessary  to  close 
debate  tonight  or  pass  the  bill  tonight.  It  is 
customary,  it  is  best  to  do  it.  But  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  if  we  have  10  meetings  we  shall  come 


out  any  hetter  than  we  will  by  reaching  the 
matter  tonight,  and  arriving  at  a  result.  I  do 
not  know  as  I  shall  agree  to  all  the  items  pro- 
posed when  they  come  up.  I  do  not  intend  to 
make  speeches  to  the  public  as  to  how  I  intend 
to  vote;  hut  when  the  appropriation  comes 
up,  whether  it  be  for  the  Paving  Depart- 
ment or  any  other  department,  I  propose 
to  vote  for  such  a  sum  as  I  think  is,  right  and 
proper  and  in  proportion  to  the  city's  needs,  and 
I  do  not  intend  to  vote  for  one  cent  more  or  less 
in  consequence  of  being  a  particular  friend  of 
any  class  of  voters.  The  city  of  Boston  has  got 
just  so  much  money  to  spend,  and  I  propose  to 
do  the  best  that  I  can  to  apportion  it  out  rightly 
and  fairly  so  as  to  meet  the  wants  and  needs  of 
the  entire  city.  I  am  not  bound  to  vote  for  the 
interests  of  any  department  in  this  hall.  I  am 
not  committed  to  a  single  item  here,  and  am 
willing  to  consider  everything.  I  do  not  intend 
to  pledge  myself  in  advance  that  I  am  going  to 
vote,  right  or  wrong,  in  behalf  of  any  set  of 
voters  in  the  city  of  Boston. 

Mr.  Richards— There  is  a  further  reason,  I 
think,  why  this  matter  need  not  be  put  through 
tonight,  and  that  is  that  we  are  going  to  hear 
from  the  State  this  week  in  regard  to  the  pro- 
posed exemption  of  the  city  of  Boston  from  the 
county  tax.  That  will  probably  exempt  the  city 
of  Boston  from  such  tax.  I  understand  that  it 
has  got  to  its  third  reading  now,  or  will  next 
Monaay  probably,  and  if  that  goes  through  the 
Senate,  as  it  probably  will,  we  will  then  have 
reasons  to  change  our  views  as  regards  certain 
items  here.  We  can  then  give  them  more  or 
less  consideration,  according  as  we  hear  from 
the  State.  I  therefore  think  that  hurrying  mat- 
ters through  tonight  might  be  disastrous  in  such 
cases. 

Mr.  Fowler— I  hope  the  bill  will  take  its  first 
reading  by  its  title,  and  that  the  question  will 
come  on  the  second  reading  of  the  bill ;  there- 
fore I  move  the  previous  question  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12. 

The  President— The  question  is,  Shall  the 
bill  be  read  by  its  title? 

Mr.  Lauten  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered. 

The  motion  that  the  bill  take  its  first  reading 
by  its  title  was  declared  lost  by  the  president, 
yeas  42,  nays  23 : 

Yeas— Atwood.  Blume,  Bowman,  Burr,  Car- 
stensen,  Chamberlain,  Cochran,  Desmond, 
"Dewey,  Dunn,  Fisher,  Foss,  Fottler,  Fowler, 
Frost,  Gomez,  Haggerty,  Hayes.  Keliher,  Ladd, 
Lattimore.  Lauten,  Leary,  Light,  Mahoney,  Mc- 
Enaney,  McKenna,  F.  Morison,  J.  Murphy,  W. 
H.  Murphy,  Norton,  O'Mealey,  Sanger,  Shaw, 
Short,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Thayer, 
Tuttle,  Whall,  Whitmore-42. 

Nays— Carroll,  Clark,  Coleman,  Connolly, 
Coyle,  Dolan,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Har- 
rington, Kelley,  Kennedy,  McNary,  F.  R.  Mor- 
rison, J.  J.  Murphy,  Nunan.  Perry,  E.  J.  Powers, 
Reilly,  Richards,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  Sundberg, 
Teevens,  Wilson— 23. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Barry,  Davern,  Dnggan, 
Perkins,  C.  C.  Powers,  Tracy,  Webster, — 7. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order  The 
question,  as  I  understand  it,  is  not  upon  the 
suspension  of  the  rule ;  it  is  purely  upon  the 
motion  that  it  be  read  by  its  title. 

The  President— It  requires  a  two  thirds  vote 
to  suspend  the  rule. 

Mr.  Ladd— Mr.  President,  I  do  not  understand 
that  it  requires  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Mr.  President,  I  think,  if  the 
gentleman  will  allow  me  to  say,  that  I  stated 
that  my  motion  was  that  it  take  its  first  reading 
by  its  title  only,  which  would  require  a  majority 
vote,  and  I  should  then  move  a  suspension  of  the 
rule.  By  consent,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  make 
an  explanation,  I  objected  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  14  calling  for  the  roll  call,  because  it 
was  unnecessary.  I  think  you  will  find  it  only 
took  a  majority  vote  on  this  question,  and  then 
the  question  comes  on  laying  it  over  to  the  next 
meeting,  and  on  that  I  will  move  a  suspension 
of  the  rule. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  decide  the 
vote  carried, 

Mr.  McNary— I  would  like  to  ask  if  the  rules 
do  not  provide  that  any  report  of  any  commit- 
tee shall  have  a  first  reading?  If  that  means 
anything  at  all  I  take  it  that  it  means  that  the 
whole  report  shall  have  a  first  reading.  Perhaps 
I  may  be  wrong. 

Mr,  Whitmore— I  think  the  gentleman  will 
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find  that  although  the  matter  has  often  been  de- 
bated, and  I  have  myself,  while  in  the  minority, 
strenuously  taken  the  view  which  he  did,  yet  I 
have  always  been  overruled,  and  I  believe  prop- 
erly. I  believe  the  rule  laid  down  in  dishing  is 
that  an  assembly  can,  by  a  majority  vote,  sus- 
pend the  reading  of  any  document  which  is 
brought  before  it.  I  have  repeatedly  argued  the 
point  which  the  gentleman  has  raised,  and  have 
as  often  been  overruled,  and  I  am  convinced 
that  the  Chair  has  been  in  the  right,  that  a  ma- 
jority vote  can  suspend  the  reading  of  any  doc- 
ument before  the  assembly. 

Mr.  McNary— I  would  state  that  I  take  the 
same  position  which  I  have  noticed  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  has  taken  on  former 
occasions.  But  as  the  vote  is  so  very  decisive  I 
shall  not  attempt  to  contest  it.  I  only  desire  to 
bring  out  the  position  whicb  the  gentleman  oc- 
cupies, and  to  call  attention  to  .the  fact  that  he 
savs  that  he  is  convinced  that  he  was  wrong. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  am  glad  that  the  gentlemen 
has  read  the  debates  of  former  years,  so  that  he 
knows  what  the  action  has  been ;  and  I  hope  he 
will  follow  my  example  and  cheerfully  acquiesce 
in  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  McNary— I  certainly  do. 

The  clerk  read  the  orders  on  the  Appropria- 
tion bill  by  their  titles,  and  the  question  came 
on  giving  them  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  presune  it  stands  to  reason 
that  the  orders  will  be  passed  to  a  second  reading. 
I  shall  then,  if  I  obtain  the  floor,  move  to  sus- 
pend the  rule  so  that  they  may  take  their  second 
reading  at  this  meeting  in  order  that  they  may  be 
discussed.  But  if  that  motion  be  lost  I  shall  be 
ready  to  vote  to  adjourn  in  very  short  metre,  be- 
cause we  shall  have  no  other  work  to  do.  We  have 
cleared  up  the  calendar,  and  having  no  business 
except  receiving  reports  of  committees  we  can 
go  home  early  and  discuss  the  bill  a  week  from 
tonight.  But  I  hope  that  the  motion  to  suspend 
the  rule  will  prevail,  so  that  we  may  go  on  to- 
night and  discuss  the  whole  matter  fully  as 
well  as  we  can  do  it  a  week  from  tonight. 

Mr.  Leary— If  the  rules  have  to  be  suspended 
in  order  to  have  this  bill  considered  tonight,  as 
the  previous  vote  showed  that  there  are  not 
sufficient  votes  to  suspend  the  rules,  I  should 
like  to  move  that  we  take  a  recess  for  an  hour, 
and  in  the  meantime  the  folks  who  are  dis- 
contented may  get  together  and  have  an  under- 
standing. Now  it  appears  that  there  are  to  be 
amendments  offered  to  this  bill,  and  I  do  not 
know  where  the  reductions  are  to  be  made.  I 
should  like  to  know  where  they  can  be  made. 
If  the  Paving  Department  can,  without  injury 
to  other  departments,  receive  any  more  money, 
I  should  like  to  vote  for  it.  I  should  also  like  to 
vote  for  more  money  for  the  Sewer  Depart- 
ment. But  at  the  present  time  it  cannot  be 
shown,  though  probably  after  the  recess  it  can 
be  shown.  I  should  like  to  take  a  recess  ior  an- 
hour. 

The  several  orders  were  ordered  to  a  second 
reading.  • 

The  President— Mr.  Whitmore  moves  to  sus- 
pend the  rule  in  order  that  the  orders  may  take 
their  second  reading  this  evening. 

Mr.  McNary— This  brings  the  matter  down  to 
just  the  point  I  said  it  was  corning  to,  and  just 
the  point  1  said  the  gentlemen  would  try  to 
bring  it  to— where  they  could  suspend  the  rule 
and  have  the  matter  passed  tonight.  I  for  one 
will  vote  against  suspension  of  the  rule  this 
evening.  I  propose,  if  I  have  any  rights  left  as  a 
member  of  the  Council,  to  exercise  them,  and 
propose  to  take  any  opportunity  I  choose  for  de- 
bate, and  any  opportunity  I  choose  for  amend- 
ment, and  I  propose,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  to 
vote  against  suspension  of  the  rule  this  evening 
and  let  it  lie  over.  Gentlemen  of  the  Council 
cannot  conjure  up  any  horrible  spectres  of  what 
will  be  the  result  if  we  lay  it  over,  for  we  laid  it 
over  last  year.  The  Appropriation  bill  was  not 
passed  until  the  6th  of  May.  I  hope  the  mem- 
bers will  not  vote  to  suspend  the  rule  this  even- 
ing. It  is  dne  to  the  members  of  the  Common 
Council  that  they  should  have  a  good  solid 
opportunity  to  consider  this  bill  and  what  is  duo 
to  the  various  departments,  and  certainly  I  shall 
not  vote  to  suspend  the  rule.  If,  as  the  gentle- 
man suggests,  we  take  a  recess  and  consider  this 
matter,  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  do  that,  but 
unless  we  do  something  of  that  kind,  unless  we 
have  some  opportunity  to  consider  the  matter 
on  its  merits.as  it  standsj  won't  vote  now  to  sus- 
pend the  rule  this  evening,  and  I  trust  that  a 


sufficient  number  of  the  members  will  vote  with 
me  so  that  the  rule  will  not  be  suspended. 
Mr.  Whitmore— I  do  not  propose  to  have  the 

fentleman  put  me  in  a  wrong  light  when  I  know 
am  in  the  right.  I  said  that  if  this  motion  pre- 
vails, instead  of  putting  the  orders  upon  their 
passage  at  once,  they  have  got  to  be  read  item 
by  item,  and  will  be  open  for  debate  and  amend- 
ment. I  shall  vote  first,  last  and  always  against 
any  method  of  shortening  debate  upon  each  and 
every  item  of  the  bill.  But  the  question  is: 
Shall  we  proceed  to  work?  or  shall  we  adjourn 
for  a  week  and  then  begin  again  exactly  where 
we  are  tonight?  Now,  Mr.  President,  I  will  go 
one  step  further.  Although  I  thought  the  mo- 
tion of  my  friend  from  Ward  13  was  ill-timed, 
but  still,  on  the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  16  that  if  a  recess  is  taken  he  might 
be  willing  to  go  on,  I  am  perfectly  willing  to 
take  a  recess,  or  to  move  and  vote  for  a  recess 
of  15  or  20  minutes,  or  any  reasonable  time,  pro- 
vided the  gentleman  will  come  back  and  go  on 
with  the  discussion  and  debate.  I  do  not  want 
to  stifle  debate  in  the  slightest  degree.  I  should 
like  to  have  the  matter  discussed  in  the  fullest 
manner,  and  I  presume  it  is  going  to  be.  As  I 
said,  I  am  open  to  conviction  on  each  and  every 
item.  Although  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations,  I  made  a  dissenting  report,  and  I 
said  I  did  not  consider  myself  bound  to  support 
a  single  item  of  the  committee's  report  unless  I 
found  it  was  right,  and  that  I  was  open  to  con- 
viction on  every  item  brought  up.  For  that 
reason  I  desire  to  see  the  fullest  discussion.  The 
only  question  is  whether  we  want  to  go  on  at  9 
o'clock  tonight  or  put  it  off  till  8  o'clock  at  the 
next  meeting.  If  they  want  to  get  light  I  have 
no  reason  for  trying  to  push  the  bill.  If  it  is 
going  to  help  matters  at  all  by  having  a  mod- 
erate recess,  and  if  gentlemen  are  willing  to 
take  a  recess  and  then  come  back  and  fight  it 
out  tonight,  I  am  willing  to  go  for  the  recess. 
All  I  desire  is  that  we  shall  not  waste  time,  but 
if  it  is  deemed  desirable  to  wait  another  week 
let  us  do  so.  If  the  majority  wish  to  go  on  let  us 
go  on.  If  the  gentleman  will  propose  a  moderate 
recess  of  20  minutes,  and  will  say  that  he  will 
be  willing  to  go  on  after  that,  arid  will  vote  to 
suspend  the  rule,  I  am  willing  to  vote  with  him 
for  the  recess.  I  leave  it  in  that  w  iy,  if  the  gen- 
tleman will  make  the  suggestion  for  a  recess. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  believe  the  better  way  and  the 
more  dignified  way  for  a  legislative  body  to 
pursue  is,  to  have  matters  that  come  before  it 
discussed  openly,  and  not  adjourn  for  the  pur- 
pose of  buttonholing  various  members  and  try- 
ing to  win  them  over  by  private  conversation, 
and  possibly  by  other  inducements.  I  believe 
whatever  is  said  on  one  side  and  the  other  of 
this  bill,  should  be  said  hi  open  debate.  I  do  not 
believe  we  want  to  put  ourselves  in  the  very 
questionable  position  of  adjourning  to  see 
whether  we  cannot  buttonhole  somebody  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  a  sufficient  number  of  votes 
for  the  purpose  of  overcoming  the  43  votes  on 
the  other  side.  I  believe  that  the  only  proper 
place  for  us  to  debate  this  bill  is  right  here  in 
open  session  of  the  Council.  Now  we  all  know 
that  this  Appropriation  bill ; has  been  delayed 
until  near  the  time  when  it  should  be 
acted  upon.  For  what  reason  I  do  not 
know,  but  I  can  see  very  good  reasons  why 
it  should  have  been  delayed,  because  it  is 
the  first  bill  that  has  been  as  carefully 
considered.  Appropriation  bills  must  be  con- 
sidered in  the  future  on  account  of  the  limited 
amount  of  money  that  the  city  has  the  right  to 
spend,  and  its  utter  incapacity  to  borrow.  Last 
year  there  was  a  capacity  to  borrow.  We  could 
depend  upon  an  enlargement  of  our  means  in 
that  way.  But  this  bill  is  the  result  of  most 
careful  consideration  by  the  Committee  on  Ap- 
propriations and  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  some 
of  them  pulling  one  way  and  some  the  other. 
Now  why  should  we  be  met  here  before  9  o'clock 
with  a  proposition  that  we  either  adjourn  for  an 
hour  for  the  purpose  of  buttonholing  some 
member  for  the  purpose  of  getting  him  to  change 
his  vote,  or  adjourning  the  whole  matter  to  the 
next  meeting?  I  do  not  wish  to  do  so.  I  think 
we  should  come  right  up  tonight,  suspend  the 
rule,  and  debate  this  bill.  It  has  been  thorough- 
ly discussed.  It  has  been  published  in  the  news- 
papers. All  the  members  of  the  Council  had  an 
opportunity  to  see  the  report  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  to  read  the  rea- 
sons why  various  items  should  be  retained  or 
rejected.    1  think  that  any  man  who  has  per- 
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formed  his  duty  as  a  member  of  the  Common 
Council,  knowing  that  this  bill  was  coming  up 
at  the  last  minute,  is  as  thoroughly  posted  in 
this  matter  as  he  will  be  if  we  adjourn  for  a 
week,  or  take  a  recess  for  the  purpose  of  button- 
holing some  member  to  change  his  vote. 

Mr.  McNary— It  may  be  all  as  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  10  has  said,  but  we  are  not  all  gifted 
with  his  legal  attainments  here,  and  we  cannot 
take  in  everything  we  might  like  to.  I  for  one 
certainly  want  to  have  an  opportunity  for  dis- 
cussion and  consideration  of  the  matter.  I  want 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  this  fact 
also,  that  if  they  suspend  the  rules  this  evening 
and  place  the  bill  in  a  position  to  be  passed  by  a 
majority  vote,  all  the  items  will  be  so  passed, 
except  a  few  items  which  will  have  to  be  passed 
by  a  two-thirds  vote.  That  is,  we  put  ourselves 
at  the  mercy  of  men  who,  if  they  don't  want 
any  change,  will  be  able  to  pass  the  items  as 
they  are  by  a  majority  vote ;  whereas  if  we  make 
a  fight  for  this  thing  and  certain  parties  make 
all  the  fight  they  possibly  can  on  this  particular 
motion,  we  will  certainly  have  the  right  to 
consider  the  matter  and  get  our  motions  in  now. 
In  regard  to  a  recess,  which  has  been  proposed, 
I  am  willing  to  take  a  recess  of  10  minutes  or  20 
minutes — perhaps  20  minutes— although  I  cer- 
tainly will  not  promise  .  that  I  will  come  in 
here  and  vote  one  way  or  the  other  .on 
this  after  the  recess  is  taken.  That  is  why 
we  want  to  take  the  recess  —  to  be  con- 
vinced or  to  convince  somebody  else.  If  a 
recess  is  taken,  and  1  become  convinced  dur- 
ing the  recess  that  I  am  wrong,  I  will  be  willing 
after  the  recess  to  vote  to  suspend  the  rule,  but 
I  am  not  willing  to  throw  up  my  whole  case  by 
permitting  suspension  of  the  rule  before  a  re- 
cess. I  don't  think  I  am  quite  as  gullible  as 
that.  I  don't  think  that  the  members  who  stand 
behind  me  trying  to  get  this  increase  for  the 
Paving  and  Sewer  departments  will  be  deceived 
into  any  such  proceeding.  I  am  perfectly  will- 
ing, however,  to  have  a  recess,  and  I  will  move 
that  wre  take  a  recess  of  15  minutes,  so  that  we 
can  see  what  can  be  arrived  at  by  talking-  with 
the  members.  Perhaps  after  the  recess  I  shall 
be  willing  to  come  in  and  favor  suspending  the 
rule  and  taking  the  bill  up  item  by  item,  hut  I 
am  not  willing  to  do  so  at  this  time,  because  we 
cannot  tell  what  action  is  going  to  take  place  in 
the  future,  because  in  voting  down  one  item  wo 
will  want  to  know  what  is  to  come  and  what 
provision  is  to  be  made  for  the  Paving  and  Sew- 
er departments. 

Mr.  Whitmoee — I  imagine,  if  I  may  be  allowed 
to  state  my  view,  that  the  motion  for  a  recess 
will  take  precedence,  because  it  is  in  the  nature 
of  a  privileged  motion.  But  I  desire  to  call  at- 
tention to  this,  that  I  shall  not  now  vote  for  a 
recess  after  the  gentleman's  statement,  because 
it  is  evident  that  if  he  is  not  able  to  carry  his 
point  during  the  conference,  he  will  not  go  on 
after  that,  and  we  shall  have  wasted  a  quarter 
or  half  an  hour  when  we  might  just  as  well 
have  gone  home.  I  also  want  the  gentleman 
and  the  gentlemen  acting  with  him  to  under- 
stand that  they  do  not  advance  their  cause  in  a 
parliamentary  sense  by  refusing  to  go  on  with  it 
tonight.  He  says  that  if  we  suspend  the  rule,  a 
majority  can  pass  it  tonight.  But,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, if  we  do  not  suspend  the  rule,  a  majority 
can  pass  it  at  the  next  meeting.  The  only  dif- 
ference is,  it  takes  a  two-thirds  vote  to  go  any 
further  tonight.  If  we  refuse  to  suspend  the 
rule,  the  matter  goes  over  to  the  next  meeting, 
and  then  a  majority  vote  will  have  exactly  the 
same  force  it  has  tonight.  Now  the  sole  ques- 
tion before  the  Council  is  this:  Having  got  so 
far,  will  you  go  on,  at  9  o'clock,  and  right  the 
matter  out,  or  will  you,  without  sufficient  reas- 
ons, refuse  to  go  on  until  next  Thursday  night, 
when  it  will  come  up  in  just  exactly  the  same 
position  it  will  be  in  tonight  if  the  rules  are  sus- 
pended? By  suspending  the  rules  tonight,  the 
gentleman  will  lose  no  opportunity  whatever 
that  he  would  gain  by  having  it  go  over,  unless 
he  expects  during  the  coining  week  to  make 
such  changes  in  the  votes  of  the  members  as  he 
cannot  make  tonight.  If  that  is  what  he  hopes, 
then  I  do  not  blame  him  for  voting  against  sus- 
pending the  rules.  But  I  do  not  want  him  to 
think  he  will  have  lost  any  privilege  by  not  go- 
ing on  tonight.  If  we  do  not  suspend  the  rules, 
a  majority  vote  will  rule  at  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Whall— I  quite  disagree  with  my  par- 
liamentary friend  from  Ward  12,  that  the  motion 
for  a  recess  takes  precedence.    I  think  the  Chair 


will  rule  that  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  is 
in  the  nature  of  a  privileged  motion  and  will 
take  precedence  of  the  motion  for  a  recess. 
Then  that  brings  us  squarely  upon  the  question 
that  we  wish  to  pass  upon,  whether  the  rule 
shall  be  suspended;  and  if  we  cannot  get  the 
necessary  two-thirds  vote  to  suspend  the  rule, 
let  us  unlock  our  closets,  take  our  hats  and  go 
home,  because  we  cannot  do  a  single  thing  with 
the  bill  tonight.  But  if  we  do  suspend  the 
rule  then  we  can  indulge  in  the  debate  for 
which  the  gentleman  himself  is  so  anxious  on 
the  first  stage  tonight.  The  gentleman  blows 
two  tunes  on  his  horn:  The  first  one  was  that 
he  wanted  all  the  debate  on  the  first  reading  of 
the  bill  and  he  was  ready  and  eager  for  the  fray. 
Now  if  his  logic  and  his  eloquence  are  so  stale 
that  they  will  not  last  until  wesuspend  the  rule, 
then  we  had  better  not  have  it  tonight.  But  if 
his  reasons  are  well  founded,  and  he  was  ready 
to  debate  this  bill  upon  the  first  reading,  why  is 
he  not  just  as  well  prepared,  to  debate  it,  item 
by  item,  now?  And  to  those  members  who  ap- 
pear to  be  opposed  to  suspending  the  rule  to- 
night, and  who  have  the  fear  that  we  are  muz- 
zling debate.  I  will  say  that  I  will  oppose  any 
motion  for  the  previous  question  or  for  closing 
debate  until  we  have  had  the  amplest  and  full- 
est discussion.  But  let  us  go  to  work  and  do 
something;  if  not,  let  us  go  home. 

Mr.  Fowler— I  hope  the  rule  will  be  sus- 
pended and  that  we  shall  proceed  to  business  at 
once.  With  a  view  to  that  end,  I  move  the  pre- 
vious question. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  say  at  this 
time  that  both  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rule 
and  the  motion  to  take  a  recess  are  privileged 
questions.  But  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rule 
having  been  made  first,  the  Chair  will  put  that 
motion  first. 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McNary  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered  on  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rule 
and  it  was  carried  ;  yeas  45,  nays  21. 

Yeas — Atwood,  Barry,  Blume,  Bowman,  Burr, 
Carstensen.  Chamberlain,  Cochran,  Coyle,  Des- 
mond, Dewey,  .Duggau,  Dunn,  Fisher,  Foss, 
Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost,  Gomez,  Haggerty,  Hayes, 
Kehiler,  Ladd,  Lattimore,  Lauten,  Leary,  Light, 
Mahoney,  McEnaney.  McKenna,  F.  Morison,  F. 
R.  Morrison,  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Norton, 
O'Mealev,  Sanger,  Shaw,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  R. 
Sullivan,  Thayer,  Tuttle,  Whall,  Wliitmore— 45. 

Nays— Carroll,  Clark,  Coleman,  Connolly, 
Dolaii,  J.  Gallgher,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Harrington, 
Kelley,  Kennedy,  McNary,  Nunan,  Perry.  E.  J. 
Powers,  Reilly.  Richards,  Short,  J.  H.  Sullivan, 
Sundberg,  Teevens,  Wilson— 21. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Davern,  J.  J.  Murphy, 
Perkins,  C.  C.  Powers,  Tracy,  Webster— G. 

The  clerk  began  to  give  the  orders  a  second 
reading. 

•  Mr.  Whttmore— It  is  hardly  necessary  to 
move,  but  I  trust  the  clerk  will  proceed  to  read 
the  appropriation  order  item  by  item. 

The  clerk  began  to  read  the  appropriation  or- 
der on  Page  4.  The  first  two  sections  of  the  or- 
der having  been  read,  Mr.  Wliitmore  moved  to 
amend  by  inserting  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  at  each  stated  period  fixed  by 
law  for  the  payment  of  salaries,  the  city  auditor 
shall  audit  and  allow  for  payment  all  proper  re- 
quisitions from  each  department  or  board  for  the 
proportionate  amount  oi  its  salary  item  in  its 
appropriation  hereinafter  made;  provided,  how- 
ever, that  the  number  of  regular  clerks  or  assist- 
ants receiving  salaries  in  any  department  shall 
not  be  decreased  from  the  number  shown  by  its 
payrolls  for  March,  1887,  without  the  consent  of 
the  City  Council. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  will  make  this  explanation. 
That  order  and  another  one  I  shall  offer  later  on, 
were  passed  by  this  Council  last  year.  When 
the  matter  got  down  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
they  were  substituted  for  certain  orders  offered 
there.  They  were  passed  by  this  Council  and 
went  down  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  during  the 
conferences  which  were  held  in  settling  the 
Appropriation  bill,  and  by  consent  all  of  these 
orders  were  withdrawn.  The  result  of  it  was 
that  by  an  oversight  they  did  not  come  before 
the  committee  of  the  present  year.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations  left  the  matter  of 
drafting  these  orders  to  the  clerk  of  committees. 
That  I  state  as  a  fact  which  every  member  of 
the  committee  will  confirm.  We  directed  the 
clerk  to  draw  up  the  usual  customary  orders. 
There  is  no  blame  attaches  to  him,  and  it  was 
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an  oversight,  and  these  two  orders  that  ought  to 
have  been  placed  there  according  to  the  vote  of 
last  year  were  left  out.  I  move  that  this  item 
be  placed  in  again,  because  it  is  merelv  a  state- 
ment to  control  the  expenditure,  so  that  any  de- 
partment which  has  got  a  sum  of  money  voted 
to  it  as  a  basis  of  employing  so  many  clerks  can- 
not discbarge  a  portion  of  its  clerks  and  divide 
the  appropriation  up  at  the  increased  rate 
among  the  clerks  that  are  left.  I  do  not  sup- 
pose, sir,  any  department  is  likely  to  do  it,  but 
it  is  certainly  the  duty  of  the  Council  to  pass 
such  an  order  as  to  make  it  impossible  for  any- 
thing of  the  sort  to  be  dove.  This  matter  will,  of 
course,  have  to  go  back  to  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, and  then  if  there  is  any  opposition  to  it 
it  will  be  sent  over.  But  I  can  assure  the  Coun- 
cil it  is  a  right  and  proper  order  to  be  put  in, 
and  it  was  ordered  passed  by  this  Council  as  a 
safeguard  for  the  proper  expenditure  of  the 
appropriation.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the 
amendment  may  be  inserted  in  that  way. 

Mr.  Whall— I  quite  agree  with  the  spirit  of 
the  order,  but  I  think  the  introduction  of  it  is 
ill-timed,  and  for  that  reason  I  shall  vote 
against  lit.  I  shall  vote  against  anything  that 
can  be  done  as  well  hereafter  as  tonight,  and 
anything  that  in  that  same  connection  will 
hazard  the  passage  of  the  bill  tonight.  I  don't 
believe  we  should  lumber  down  this  measure 
with  outside  orders  which  can  be  as  well  passed 
subsequently  as  now.  I  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man's orders  perfectly,  and  if  they  are  intro- 
duced as  separate  measures,  detached  from  the 
Appropriation  bill,  so  that  they  can  be  acted  on 
by  themselves,  I  will  vote  for  them ;  otherwise 
not. 

Mr.  Whitmore — If  they  are  not  put  in  as  part 
of  the  appropriation  order,  it  will  be  too  late  for 
us  to  attend  to  the  matter.  The  fact  stands, 
sir,  and  it  was  fully  discussed  last  year,  that  if 
we  pass  the  appropriation  absolutely,  putting 
it  at  the  discretion  of  the  head  of  the  depart- 
ment, it  will  be  too  late  to  offer  these.  Under 
the  new  charter,  the  appropriation  having 
been  once  made,  it  is  claimed,  and  I  think 
with  truth,  by  both  sides,  that  it  is  abso- 
lutely at  the  disposal  of  the  head  of  the 
department.  But,  m  passing  it,  we  can  put  in 
any  such  limitation  that  we  see  tit ;  and,  sir,  as  I 
do  not  believe  for  a  moment  that  this  bill  is 
going  through  tonight  without  some  amend- 
ment in  some  item,  I  hope  the  gentlemen  will 
accept  it  and  allow  this  to  go  in,  because  if  it 
goes  back  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  with  only 
that  amendment,  that  will  be  the  only  point  of 
dispute  between  the  two  branches.  It  will  be 
settled  next  Monday,  or  attempted  to  be  settled. 
But  it  is  a  proper  safeguard  for  the  proper  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  money,  and  that  is 
exactly  where  it  ought  to  go,  to  have  any  effect 
at  all.  I  hope,  therefore,  the  Council  will  be 
inclined  to  pass  this  order  as  an  amendment, 
and  allow  it  to  go  down  to  the  Board. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  would  call  for  the  reading  of  the 
order  as  it  now  stands,  and  as  it  would  be 
affected  by  the  amendment  which  has  been 
offered. 

The  Clerk— The  original  order  is  the  order  as 
it  reads  on  page  4,  before  the  last  proviso,  and 
Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  amendment.  LKeading 
amendment.] 

Mr.  Ladd — I  am  sorry  to  see  an  attempt  of  this 
kind  made,  because  it  seems  to  me  it  opens  the 
door  to  something  that  the  city  charter  was 
designed  to  close ;  namely,  the  control  of  the 
action  of  the  departments  by  the  City  Council. 
I  am  not  in  favor  of  this  proposition.  For  that 
reason  it  seems  to  me  especially  ill-timed  that  it 
should  be  brought  in  here,  and  that  an  attempt 
should  be  made  to  encumber  the  Appropriation 
bill  with  a  proposition  of  this  kind.  If  we  claim 
the  right  to  regulate  the  action  of  the  depart- 
ments in  this  way  by  our  annual  Appropriation 
bill,  it  may  be,  in  the  course  of  time,  that  the 
Appropriation  bill  will  become  an  enormous 
volume  filled  with  regulations  which  the  City 
Council  sees  fit  to  impose  upon  departments, 
and  thereby  every  effort  which  has  been  made 
by  the  charter  will  be  abrogated  entirely.  I  doubt 
our  authority  to  pass  any  such  amendment  as 
has  been  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12 ;  but  even  if  I  favored  it,  I  should  agree  with 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  that  this  is  not  the 
proper  time  to  introduce  it.  It  seems  to  me  we 
should  adhere  as  strictly  as  we  can  to  the  bill  as 

S resented  to  us  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  not 
ecause  we  are  to  be  necessarily  bound  by  their 


action  or  to  feel  that  we  are  bound  in  any 
sense  whatever,  but  I  fear  that  any  at- 
tempt to  amend  it  in  this  way  or  possibly  in 
any  way  will  result  in  our  having  an  extra 
session  called  for  the  purpose  of  acting  on  this 
measure  at  once,  audi  think  that  would  be  very 
undesirable.  I  think  if  we  undertook  to  amend 
it  in  this  way  there  would  be  non-concurrence 
on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  it 
would  be  then  necessary  to  have  a  committee  of 
conference.  I  am  thoroughly  opposed  to  that, 
because  I  think  that  the  items  in  the  bill  are 
distributed  as  well  as  they  can  possibly  be,  and 
any  committee  of  conference — 

The  President — I  beg  the  gentleman's  par- 
don, but  I  would  ask  the  gentlemen  of  the  Coun- 
cil at  this  time  to  refrain  from  talking,  as  it  is 
impossible  for  the  stenographer  to  hear  the  gen- 
tleman's remarks. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  have  nearly  finished,  and  I  will 
not  keep  the  gentlemen  from  their  conversation 
very  long.  I  simply  hope  that  there  will  not  be 
amendments  offered  here  that  will  necessitate 
our  coining  together  again  after  acting  on  the 
Appropriation  bill,  with  no  prospect  that  we 
will  arrive  at  an  early  settlement  of  it  after  all. 

The  amendment  was  declared  rejected.  Mr. 
Whitmore  doubted  the  vote  and  Mr.  Ladd  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  verification. 

Mr.  W  hitmore— I  believe  there  is  a  chance 
for  debate  on  the  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  I  am  very  glad  has  been  made,  for  this 
reason:  This  is  an  amendment  which  should  be 
made,  as  it  is  something  which  came  up  last 
year,  and  which  should  also  be  inserted  in  the 
present  bill.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  10  op- 
posed it  last  year,  as  he  opposes  it  now,  as  I 
think,  from  a  totally  mistaken  idea  of  the  mean- 
ing of  the  new  charter.  But  the  fact  remains 
without  any  dispute,  that  if  we  pass  an  appro- 
priation it  is  too  late  then  to  annex  any  con- 
dition. Nobody  will  dispute  that  proposi- 
tion. Having  made  that  appropriation  once, 
under  the  new  charter  the  head  of  a 
department  can  dispose  of  it  as  he  pleases. 
Now  I  will  take  this  opportunity  to  say  that  the 
other  amendment  I  will  offer  later  on  is  of  equal 
importance,  and,  in  fact,  a  positive  necessity  to 
be  passed  to  conform  with  the  law ;  that  is  that 
the  appropriations  for  paving,  lamps  and  sewers 
shall  be  subject  to  the  -directions  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  and  that  all  appropriations  for 
ordinary  expenses  shall  be  made  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  departments,  subject  to  any  specific 
orders  hereinafter  given.  As  I  said  last  year 
I  will  say  again,  that  standing  strictly  by  the 
letter  of  the  law,  if  we  pass  this  appropriation 
without  these  two  provisos  put  in  there  is  not 
the  slightest  dispute  but  what  the  effect  of  it  is 
to  put  the  entire  expenditure  of  the  public 
money  into  the  hands  of  the  heads  of  the  de- 
partments, and  they  are  not  hound  to  pay  the 
slightest  attention  to  any  direction  we  give 
them  afterwards.  The  corporation  counsel  de- 
cided last  year  that  we  could  annex  any  provi- 
sions we  saw  fit  in  making  an  appropriation.  If 
we  said,  as  this  order  does,  that  the  appropria- 
tion is  subject  to  further  ordeis  to  be  given,  he 
decided  that  we  had  a  right  to  do  it,  and  if  we 
did  not  do  it  then  we  lost  that  right.  Now,  sir, 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  10,  who  wants 
to  put  the  appropriations  in  exactly  that 
position,  is  perfectly  consistent  in  opposing  it 
this  year,  as  he  did  last  year.  But,  sir,  I  do  not 
believe  that  is  the  intent  or  desire  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  or  the  Board  of  Aldermen  this 
year.  These  two  orders,  I  repeat  again,  were 
left  out  simply  by  an  oversight  when  this  draft 
was  prepared  and  sent  to  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men. They  cannot  be  put  in  except  at  the  pres- 
ent time,  and  therefore  I  trust  that  this  Council 
will  vote  in  favor  of  inserting  this  order  at  the 
present  time  and  in  the  proper  place. 

Mr.  McNary— I  think  the  explanation  given 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  of  this  order  is 
sufficiently  clear  and  explicit.  I  certainly 
gather  from  his  remarks  that  nothing  was 
known  about  it  beforehand,  and  I  hope  that  it 
will  be  included.  He  states  that  this  is  the  only 
time  when  it  can  be  included,  and  1  trust  that  it 
will  be.  I  think  it  is  a  reasonable  order  as  it 
stands.  It  doesn't  impose  any  restrictions  on 
the  heads  of  departments  that  they  ought  not  to 
have  imposed  upon  them,  and  I  shall  vote  in  fa- 
vor of  it. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  heard  the  gentleman 
from  ward  10  refer  to  the  city  charter,  and  to 
say,  referring  to  the  paragraph  which  is  to  be 
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inserted  into  the  bill  as  it  stands,  that  it  was 
contrary  to  the  intent  of  the  new  city  charter.  1 
don't  think  that  is  the  case ;  I  think  it  is  a  per- 
fectly proper  order,  and  therefore  on  that  ground 
I  trust  that  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  will  be  adopted.  I  do  not  think 
that  it  is  contrary  to  the  city  charter,  and  there- 
fore I  hope  that  his  amendment  will  prevail. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  ordering 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  simply  wish  to  say  that  this  is  an 
attempt,  in  my  judgment,  to  hamper  a  depart- 
ment. That  order  holds  departments  responsi- 
ble for  the  expenditure  of  their  money.  Now 
take,  for  instance,  the  Paving  Department,  of 
which  a  great  deal  is  said  here.  We  have  heard 
in  the  debate  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  that 
there  is  a  force  of  foremen  enough  to  run  the 
department  if  there  was  an  expenditure  of  two 
millions  and  a  half.  Now  I  say  if  that  fact  is 
true  that  they  have  such  a  force  of  foremen, 
that  they  ought  to  have  the  privilege  of  econo- 
mizing. I  say  that  if  a  department  has  more 
clerks  in  its  employ  than  it  needs  in  its  service 
to  do  its  work,  that  such  a  department  should 
have  the  privilege  of  economizing  by  discharg- 
ing all  its  unnecessary  labor. 

Sir.  R.  Sullivan— I  rise  to  the  point  of  order 
that  under  Rule  34  no  debate  is  in  order  on  the 
question  of  ordering  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  President — The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken.  The  question  comes  on  ordering  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  ana  the 
amendment  was  adopted ;  yeas  33,  nays  22: 

Yeas— Barry,  Carroll,  Cochran,  Coleman,  Con- 
nolly, Coyle.  Desmond,  Dolan,  Duggan.  Dunn, 
Foss,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Haggerty.  Keli- 
her,  Lauten,  Leary,  Mahoney,  McEnaney,  Mc- 
Kenna,  McNary,  J.  Murphy.  W,  H.  Murphy, 
O'Mealey,  Perry,  E.  J.  Powers,  Reilly,  Short, 
J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan.  Sundberg,  Teevens, 
Whitmore— 33. 

Nays  —  Atwood,  Blume,  Burr,  Carstensen. 
Chamberlain.  Clark,  Dewey.  Fottler,  Fowler, 
Frost,  Ladd.  Lattimore,  Light,  F.  Morison.  F.  R. 
Morrison,  Norton,  Richards.  Sanger,  Shaw, 
Snow,  E.  Sullivan.  Thayer— 22. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Bowman.  Davern,  Fish- 
er, J.  Gallagher,  Harrington,  Hayes,  Kelley,  Ken- 
nedy. J.  J.  Murphy.  Nunan,  Perkins.  C.  C.  Powers, 
Tracy,  Turtle,  Whall,  Webster,  Wilson— 17. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

Mr.  \Vhttmore — I  would  suggest  that  these 
various  orders,  having  arrived  at  this  stage,  be 
put  upon  their  passage.  I  move  that  the  various 
orders  so  far  be  put  upon  their  passage,  as  it  will 
do  so  much  towards  clearing  up, — that  is  all. 

The  order  was  passed  as  amended.  Mr.  Whit- 
more moved  to  reconsider;  lost.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  had  proposed  at  this  time. 
if  it  would  be  in  order  for  me,  having  sent  in  a 
minority  report,  to  move  to  substitute  these 
various  items.  But  I  desire  to  say  now  that  I  do 
not  intend  to  do  anything  of  the  kind.  My 
minority  report  is  on  page  3,  and  there 
are  certain  items  there  m  which  1  asked 
for  a  change.  Inow  in  regard  to  the  first 
department,— Health  Department,— the  Board 
of  Aldermen  gave  an  increase  of  K'jr>,ooo. 
1  gave  notice  that  I  would  ask  for  the 
full  amount  asked  by  the  department,— 
$534,000— but  the  Board  of  Aldermen  giving  that 
department  so  near  the  amount  asked  for  I  of- 
fered to  withdraw  any  suggestion  in  regard  to 
that  department,  and  I  now  do  so.  For  the 
same  reason  1  will  say  generally  that  there  is 
only  one  or  two  of  these  items  which  I  shall  de- 
sire to  move  auv  amendment  on.  and  those  I 
propose  to  bring  up  when  they  are  reached  in 
due  course.  I  do  not  propose  to  bring  up  the 
substitute  as  such. 

The  clerk  proceeded  to  read  the  various  items 
upon  the  Appropriation  hill.  Amendments  were 
made  and  discussion  took  place  on  various 
items  as  follows: 

Advertising,  81500.  Mr.  McNary  moved  to 
strike  out  ".§1500"  and  insert  "$1000"  in  place 
thereof. 

Mr.  McNary— My  reason  for  moving  that 
amendment  is  that  I  wish  to  provide 
a  sufficient  amount  of  money,  as  I  stated 
in  advance,  for  the  Paving  and  Sewer 
departments,  and  I  would  call  attention 
to  the  fact  that  the  mayor  has  approved  of 
the  idea  of  appropriating  $1000  for  advertising, 
and  he  is  a  pretty  good  judge  of  what  the 
amount  for  advertising  should  be.    Therefore,  I 


make  that  motion  that  "$1500"  be  stricken  out, 
and  that  "$1000"  be  substituted  in  place  there- 
of. 

Mr.  Whitmore— If  the  gentleman  will  allow 
me  to  make  a  motion  which  I  should  have  made 
before  the  advertising  item  was  read,  it  is  this ; 
I  would  make  a  motion  that  no  amendment  be 
received  increasing  any  item,  unless  it  be  speci- 
fied from  what  department  it  shall  be  taken. 
That  does  not  apply,  of  course,  to  the  adver- 
tising item— that  is  decreasing  and  not  increas- 
ing. But  we  have  appropriated  in  this  bill  every 
dollar  that  we  can ;  consequently,  if  any  depart- 
ment is  increased  it  must  come  out  of  some- 
thing else ;  and,  I  think  before  we  go  into  it  at 
all,  that  the  motion  should  be  put  that  the 
Chair  shall  entertain  no  motion  to  increase  any 
department,  unless  it  shall  be  specified  at  the 
same  time  from  what  department  it  shall  be 
taken.  I  think  everybody  will  see  that  that 
is  fair  and  right,  and  will  save  time  in 
transacting  business.  It  does  not  apply,  of 
course,  to  the  amendment  offered  in  regard  to 
advertising  or  any  other  amendment  which 
cuts  down  an  appropriation.  It  will  apply  only 
to  such  amendments  as  increase  any  items  in 
the  aldermanic  bill.  I  make  that  motion,  there- 
fore, that  no  motion  be  received  by  the  Chair 
increasing  any  appropriation,  unless  it  be  ac- 
companied by  a  statement  as  to  what  depart- 
ment is  to  be  correspondingly  diminished. 

Mr.  McNary— I  shall  have  no  objection  to  the 
motion  being  carried,  provided  it  shall  be  guar- 
anteed to  me  that  I  shall  have  sufficient  oppor- 
tunity to  make  motions  to  cut  certain  appro- 
priations in  order  to  add  enough  on  to  the  other 
departments  I  have  mentioned  to  bring  them 
up  to  what  I  consider  a  proper  basis.  If  I  can- 
not get  the  cuts  made,  all  right:  but  if  I  can  get 
anything  at  all  additional  for  those  departments 
I  am  perfectly  willing  to  let  the  items  go 
through  and  specify  as  I  go  along.  But  I  cer- 
tainly do  not  propose  to  have  that  motion  car- 
ried, and  then  be  cut  off  because  I  cannot 
specify  immediately. 

Mr.  Whitmore's  motion  was  carried,  viz. : 
That  the  Chair  shall  entertain  no  motion  to  in- 
crease any  department,  unless  it  shall  be  speci- 
fied at  the  same  time  from  what  department  it 
shall  be  taken. 

The  President — The  question  is  on  the 
amendment  of  tho  gentleman  from  Ward  15  to 
strike  out  "81500"  in  the  item  for  advertising 
and  insert  "$1000." 

Mr.  Sanger— I  hope  the  amendment  will  not 
be  adopted.  The  member  from  Ward  15  states 
that  the  mayor  approved  the  amount  for  $1000. 
If  he  had  gone  further  and  said  that  the  city 
auditor  in  his  estimates  asked  that  the  amount 
be  $1500,  he  would  have  given  us  the  whole  infor- 
mation, which  we  certainly  should  have.  Now,  it 
seems  to  me,  that  the  whole  contest  over  this 
appropriation  bill  is  growing  out  of  an  effort  to 
give  the  Paving  and  Sewer  departments 
more  money  than  they  are  allowed  in  the 
bill  as  it  comes  from  the  Board  of 
Aldermen.  We  must  cut  our  coat  according 
1  o  the  cloth ;  there  is  so  much  money  to  be  raised, 
and  if  we  give  more  to  the  Paving  and  Sewer 
departments,  we  must  take  it  from  the  other 
departments,  which,  it  seems  to  me,  have  been 
most  carefully  considered,  and  are  in  such  a 
>  hujie  as  to  be  passed  favorably  upon  by  us  here 
lonight.  On  Tuesday  afternoon  I  devoted  con- 
siderable time  to  comparing  the  items  of  tho 
bill  as  they  passed  tho  Board  of  Aldermen  with 
!  ho  mayor's  estimates  and  with  the  estimates  of 
i  he  several  departments,  and  I  would  say  thatso 
far  as  my  information  and  knowledge  goes,  with 
a  few  exceptions  (and  those  wero  trifling),  the 
bill  seems  to  be  an  admirable  one,  and  one  that 
we  as  members  of  the  Common  Council  ought 
lo  pass  here  tonight.  In  regard  to  this  wish  to 
give  the  Paving  Department  and  the  Sower  De- 
partment more  money,  I  wish  myself  they 
might  have  it.  I  wish  that  the  Paving  Depart- 
ment might  have  $i,000,coo,  as  I  believe  it 
would  increase  the  valuation  of  the  city 
so  largely  as  to  be  of  great  benefit. 
If  thoso  departments  want  more  money 
why  not  wait  until  the  Legislature,  as  my 
friend  and  colleague  from  Ward  11  states,  gi\  es 
as  an  opportunity  to  raise  more  money,  by  ex- 
empting the  State  and  county  tax  from  the 
amount  to  be  considered?  Why  not  wait  until 
that  money  comes  and  then  we  can  appropriate 
an  additional  sum  for  the  Sewer  and  Paving 
departments,  instead  of    blocking  the  regular 
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course  of  business  and  cutting  down  these  little 
items,  such  as  this  matter  of  advertising. 

Mr.  McNary— In  regard  to  what  the  gentle- 
man has  said,  I  would  say  that  I  certainly  un- 
derstood that  the  city  auditor  requested  §1500 
and  the  mayor  approved  it  for  §1000.  But  in  the 
cuts  which  I  propose  to  make  1  have  taken  the 
figures  of  the  mayor  as  the  only  way  of  arriving 
at  the  result  which  I  desire.  As  I  said,  the  effort 
we  are  making  is  to  increase  the  appropriation 
of  the  Paving  and  Sewer  departments,  and  I 
think  that  we  are  entitled  to  ask  for  a  little  time 
to  discuss  this  matter,  as  the  committee  have 
had  olenty.  As  far  as  waiting  is  concerned, 
f  want  to  call  the  gentleman's  attention 
to  the  fact  that  there  is  a  very  large 
number  of  special  appropriations  -which 
may  be  very  satisfactory  to  our  friends  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  as  they  passed  them,  but 
I  don't  see  why  the  members  of  the  Common 
Council  should  pass  them  on  that  account.  I, 
for  my  part,  prefer  to  take  my  cloth  as  I  find  it, 
and  cut  it  according  to  my  own  wishes  and  my 
own  intentions.  I  for  one  propose  to  proceed  in 
that  way. 

Mr.  'Whaii — I  am  glad  that  the  gentleman 
admires  the  course  of  His  Honor  the  Mayor.  If 
he  was  consistent  in  his  admiration,  instead  of 
being  in  favor  of  giving  to  the  Paving  Depart- 
ment what  it  is  proposed  today  to  give  thern, — 
§840,000— he  would  give  the  sum  that  the  mayor 
favored,  §700,000,  We  have  given  the 
department  §140,000  more  than  His  Honor 
the  Mayor  would  see  fit  to  give  them, 
Now  the  question  comes  down  to  this,  whether 
the  §1500  proposed  to  be  spent  for  advertising 
is  too  large  or  too  small.  If  the  gentleman 
looked  at  the  auditor's  report  last  year,  he  must 
have  seen  that  the  auditor  spent  §2226  for  ad- 
vertising. Therefore  the  city's  advertising 
business  would  be  reduced  50  percent  if  the 
amendment  to  reduce  the  appropriation  to  §1000 
should  prevail. 

Mr.  McNary— I  will  call  the  attention  of  the 
gentleman  to  the  fact— and  I  think  those  ac- 
quainted with  the  matter  will  agree  with  me — 
that  the  mayor  is  probably  the  best  judge  of  this 
matter  in  the  city  at  the  present  time,  and  I 
would  say  in  regard  to  the  figures  the  mayor 
approved  for  the  Sewer  Deparment  last  year, 
the  circumstances  were  different,  because  they 
had  several  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  the 
way  of  loans  last  year,  and  that  helped  t'lem 
materially.  This  year  we  will  have  to  abide  by 
the  appropriations,  as  no  loans  can  be  made. 

Mr.  Whall— The  mayor  didn't  forget  that. 

Mr.  McNary— But  the  gentleman  evidently 
did,  and  as  there  are  to  be  no  loans  this  year  the 
Paving  and  Sewer  departments  will  have  to  get 
along  on  the  appropriations  we  now  give  to 
them.  They  cannot  subsist  on  loans  as  they  did 
last  year  and  will  have  to  depend  solely  on  the 
appropriations  we  grant  to  them.  I  want  to 
give  them  that  appropriation  to  conduct  the 
work,  as  I  regard  it,  in  proper  shape,  and  in 
doing  this  I  do  it  also  upon  the  expressed  opinion 
of  the  gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Paving  De- 
partment that  he  cannot  get  along  on  §700,000.  I 
doubt  if  he  can  get  along  in  proper  shape  on 
§840,000,  and  for  that  reason  I  shall  certainly  en- 
deavor to  have  it  increased  to  a  million. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  of  course,  as  a  member  of 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  feel  forced  to 
stand  by  the  report  of  the  committee  in  all  the 
items  were  I  consistently  can.  I  am  very  glad 
that  the  gentleman  from  "Ward  15  has  raised  this 
debate  on  one  of  the  items  where  it  is  easy  for 
me  to  meet  it.  He  stands,  by  his  own  state- 
ment, in  this  position  that  having  made  up  his 
own  mind  as  to  how  much  money  ought  to  be 
given  to  a  certain  department  or  to  two  depart- 
ments, he  proposes  to  cut  in  every  direction  in 
order  to  make  up  that  sum,  without  regard  to 
whether  the  public  service  is  to  be  maimed  or 
injured  by  such  partiality  shown  to  two  differ- 
ent departments.  I  am  ready  now  to  speak 
for  myself  and  probably  for  the  members  of  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations,  in  saying  that  we 
stand  in  a  more  proper  and  generous  position  in 
the  report  which  we  have  made.  The  city  of 
Boston  can  only  appropriate  a  certain  amount 
of  money,  and  of  that  amount  of  money,  four 
fifths  at  least  is  already  mortgaged  or  virtually 
mortgaged.  Not  only  are  the  items  fixed  in  re- 
gard to  the  sinking  funds,  but  besides  that 
the  public  interests  and  the  public  feeling  de- 
mands that  there  be  no  reduction  in  the  Fire 
Department,  Police  Department,    Health    De- 


partment, or  School  Department,  and  those 
amounts  are  more  than  four  fifths  of  all  the 
money  that  we  can  spend.  Now,  the  committee 
having  considered  that,  Mr.  President,  a  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  7  has  well  said,  have  giv- 
en a  liberal — an  extremely  liberal — appropriation 
to  the  Paving  Department,  considering  the  re- 
quirements of  the  other  departments.  I  pro- 
pose to  stand  up  for  every  item  in  this  bill  which 
is  reasonable  and  proper,  and  which  is  keeping 
the  public  service  within  a  reasonable  state  of 
safety  and  security.  I  say,  Mr.  President,  that 
the  city  of  Boston  is  not  a  corporation  estab- 
lished for  the  purpose  of  making  and  maintain- 
ing roads.  There  are  a  great  many  other  public 
duties  which  are  more  important  than  making 
and  maintaining  roads.  If  every  road  and 
street  in  the  city  of  Boston  was  in  as  primitive 
condition  as  it  was  50  years  ago,  Boston  would 
still  be  a  great  ana  flourishing  city, 
but  if  we  cripple  the  Health  Department, 
the  Water  Department,  the  Fire  Department  or 
the  Police  Department  we  are  taking  away 
from  the  city_  those  very  things  which  now  give 
her  a  prominent  place  among  the  cities  of 
America.  I  can  say.  sir,  that  I  for  one  will  not 
acknowledge  for  a  moment  that  the  making 
and  maintaining  of  roads  is  the  sole  object  or 
the  best  object  that  any  municipal  government 
can  have  in  view.  It  is  right  and  proper  to  go 
as  far  as  we  can ;  but  speaking  as  the  representa- 
tive of  a  ward  which  is  in  the  centre  of  the  city, 
I  say  that  the  various  outlying  portions  of  the 
city  that  were  not  contained  in  the  ol  d  city  are  the 
portions  that  are  inflicting  upon  the  public  the 
curse  of  having  to  make  and  maintain  these  un- 
necessary roads  for  private  purposes  and  private 
gain.  Now  1  propose,  for  one,  to  vote  for  the  in- 
habitants of  this  city,  and  particularly  1  will  say 
the  inhabitants  of  a  ward  such  as  I  represent  in 
part,  and  one  which  is  crowded  with  poor  peo- 
ple, who  have  to  live  in  miserable  tenements.  I 
say  that  the  health  and  comfort  of  those  persons 
are  more  to  me  than  the  employment  of  one  hun- 
dred, fifty,  or  five  hundred  personal  friends  and 
acquaintances  in  any  department  of  the  city  of 
Boston.  I  say  that  the' heart  of  the  city— the 
thickly-settled  part  of  the  city,  the  Demo- 
cratic part  of  the  city,  if  I  may  be  allowed 
the  expression — have  a  deeper  interest  in  seeing 
that  the  water  is  pure  and  that  there  is  a  suffi- 
ciency of  it;  in  seeing  that  the  police  force  is 
sufficient,  vigilant,  and  capable ;  in  seeing  that 
the  Fire  Department  is  well  taken  care  of: 
and,  above  all,  seeing  that  the  Health 
Department  attends  to  its  proper  func- 
tions, than  it  has  in  looking  for  chances 
to  get  work,  or  in  having  a  street  built  to  im- 
prove sorneTbody's  private  estate  in  some  ward  a 
long  way  from  City  Hall.  I  propose  for  that 
reason,  having  made  up  my  mind  that  the  ap- 
propriation offered  by  the  committee— namely, 
§840,000,— is  all  that  can  be  consistently  granted, 
to  meet  with  my  single  vote  every  cut  which  is 
proposed  simply  for  the  benefit  of  that  depart- 
ment. If  §1500  is  too  much  for  advertising,  I  am 
willing  to  be  overruled  by  the  decision  of  the 
majority  and  reduce  it  down  to  any  sum ;  but, 
sir,  I  do  not  intend  to  cripple  any  department  of 
the  city  government,  or  any  branch  of  it,  simply 
to  add  to  the  appropriation  which  has  already 
been  granted  to  the  Paving  Department.  It  is 
without  question  a  fact  that  §1500  will 
not  pay  our  advertising  bills.  To  cut  a 
department  like  this,  to  put  more  money 
into  the  Paving  Department,  is  one  of 
the  best  illustration  that  can  be  shown  of 
what  the  gentleman's  wishe  would  lead  him 
to.  I  am  willing  to  meet  him  on  that  question, 
but  I  think  that  no  further  reply  and  no  further 
debate  will  be  necessary  on  any  amendments 
proposed  by  him  which  have  exactly  that  pur- 
pose and  no  other — to  trump  up  something  ad- 
ditional to  put  into  those  departments  whose 
needs  the  city  has  already  considered. 

Mr.  McNary— I  would  like  to  make  mvself  a 
little  clearer,  perhaps,  on  this  point,  and  not  let 
the  debate  go  on  in  the  line  which  the  gentle- 
man has  taken  up.  I  would  say  that  the  gen- 
tleman evidently  has  no  knowledge  of  what  I 
propose  to  do.  When  the  gentleman  slates  that 
he  thinks  the  health  of  the  city,  the  fire  service 
of  the  city,  the  police  service  of  the  city,  and  the 
lamp  service  of  the  city  are  of  more  importance 
than  this,  he  evidently  bases  his  argument  on 
the  supposition  that  it  is  the  intention  to 
decrease  the  ai>propriation  for  many  of  those 
departments  in  order  to  raise  money  to  increase 
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the  Paving  Department  appropriation.  I  assure 
him,  speaking  for  myself,  that  I  don't  intend  to 
touch  the  Health  Department,  or  the  Lamp 
Department,  or  the  Fire  Department,  and  only 
propose  to  touch  the  Police  Department  to  the 
extent  of  .$20,000,  which  we  propose  to  take  from 
their  appropriation.  Therefore,  the  main  burden 
of  the  gentleman's  argument  falls  flat  to  the 
ground.  I  do  propose,  as  far  as  I  can,  to  cut  a 
number  of  the  minor  departments  down  to  the 
place  which  the  mayor  approves  of.  The  mayor 
is  a  good  judge  of  what  those  departments  want 
and  need.  I  have  pointed  out  that  the  Paving 
Department  had  several  hundred  thousand 
dollars  in  the  way  of  loans  last  year 
to  help  them  out,  and  the  Sewer  De- 
partment also  had  several  hundred  thou- 
sand in  the  way  of  loans  to  help  them  out. 
This  year  no  loan  can  be  provided  and  the  de- 
partments will  have  to  depend,  in  my  opinion, 
upon  the  appropriations  which  we  propose  to 
give  them.  Furthermore,  I  would  like  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Council  to  this  fact,  that  it 
has  been  the  practice  of  the  departments 
of  the  city  or  Boston  to  estimate  con- 
siderably more  than  they  are  entitled 
to.  If  we  take  the  gentleman's  argument, 
that  because  the  city  auditor  estimated  $1600 
for  the  advertising  that  we  should  grant  it,  if 
we  follow  that  reasoning  a  little  further  we 
might  say  that  we  should  give  everything  to 
the  heads  of  departments  which  they  asked  for. 
If  we  did  that  where  would  we  be?  Instead  of 
making  an  appropriation  of  $11,000,000,  we  would 
run  it  up  to  $13,045,000.  Therefore  the  gentleman's 
argument  that  we  ought  to  give  these  depart- 
ments the  appropriations  they  ask  for  falls  to 
the  ground.  I  think  that  the  mayor  is  as  good 
a  judge  of  what  should  be  appropriated  as  the 
heads  of  the  departments.  I  am  going  to  stand 
by  his  figures  in  certain  cases  where  they  don't 
touch  the  figures  I  have  mentioned.  I  do  not 
propose  to  touch  the  departments  which  he  has 
laid  so  much  stress  upon  as  being  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  whole  people  as  much  as  the  Paving 
Department  or  the  Sewer  Department. 

Mr.  Frost— We  have  been  nearly  half  an  hour 
on  this  one  item,  and  if  we  proceed  as  rapidly 
on  the  whole  bill  as  we  have  on  this  item  I 
think  we  will  get  through  the  current  year  be- 
fore the  Appropriation  bill  is  passed.  Now,  sir, 
this  matter  has  been  before  a  standing  commit- 
tee consisting  of  members  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen and  the  Common  Council,  and  they 
have  given  it  serious  consideration  for  several 
weeks  past.  They  have  considered  this  bill 
item  by  item,  and  have  cut  down  the  estimates, 
as  we  believe,  to  the  very  lowest  point.  Now, 
sir,  I  propose  to  vote  for  these  items  as  they  are 
reported  to  us  by  the  committee  and  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  and  I  hope  that  we  will  proceed  to 
business  and  adopt  this  Appropriation  bill  as  it 
has  been  sent  down  to  us. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  want  to  emphasize  and  make  a 
little  stronger  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  in  regard  to  the  expenses  of 
last  year  for  this  very  purpose.  He  says  the 
amount  of  the  expense  was  $2126.  It  was  that 
amount,  but  I  want  the  Council  to  bear  in  mind 
that  the  statement  of  the.  auditor  covers  only  11 
months  of  the  year,  it  being  made  on  the  1st  of 
April,  and  there  is  another  month  to  be  provided 
for,  which  must  come  out  of  next  year's  appro- 
priation. So  I  say  that  of  all  the  other  items  in 
the  bill  this  one  cannot  be  cut  down.  It  is  one 
that  is  absolutely  necessary  to  preserve  the  in- 
terests of  the  city  of  Boston,  and  to  see  that  its 
wan  ts  are  properly  advertised  in  order  to  get  the 
benefit  of  proper  competition.  I  agree  with  the 
gentleman  who  has  just  spoken  that  we  should 
stick  closely  to  the  action  which  has  been  taken. 
This  bill  has  been  very  carefully  considered  by 
the  committee  before  it  came  here  tonight.  It 
is  a  very  safe  course  for  us  to  take  to  pass  this 
bill  in  concurrence.  It  seems  to  me  it  is  utterly 
useless  to  carry  on  such  an  extended  debate  on 
each  particular  item,  and  I  move  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Whall— The  previous  question  upon 
what? 

The  President— On  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  withdraw  the  motion.  I  never 
made  it  in  this  Council  in  my  two  years'  ser- 
vice, and  I  will  not  do  so  now. 

Mr.  McNary's  amendment  to  the  item  for 
advertising  was  lost. 

Architect's  Department— $23,500. 

Mr.  McNary— In  relation  to  that  item  I  had 


intended  to  move  to  reduce  it  to  $16,500  in  order 
to  agree  with  the  mayor's  figures,  but  I  find  that 
$7000  is  required  to  pay  the  salaries  of  the  in- 
spectors provided  by  ordinance  last  year,  and 
therefore  I  will  not  make  the  amendment. 

Evergreen  Cemetery— $1500. 

Mr.  McNary— I  move  to  cut  this  item  down 
to  $1000,  in  accordrnce  with  the  mayor's  ap- 
proval. 

The  motion  was  declared  lost.  Mr.  McNary 
doubted  the  vote,  and  asked  for  a  rising   vote. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— I  move  that  the  vote  be 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays.  I  trust  that  this 
amount  will  not  be  decreased  $500  for  the  reason 
that  Evergreen  Cemetery  is  in  a  very  bad  con- 
dition. That  cemetery  is  in  the  district  which 
I  represent  and  it  needs  not  only  $1500  but  $3000. 
It  ought  to  have  a  deal  more  than  the  Board  of 
Health  has  allowed  for  it.  The  Appropriation 
Committee  went  over  the  matter  very  carefully 
and  considered  the  subject  in  all  its  bear- 
ings, and  I  trust  that  the  appropriation 
will  meet  with  the  same  approval  in 
this  Council  as  it  did  in  the  Appropriation 
Committee  and  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  I  with- 
draw the  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  amendment  was  rejected  by  a  rising  vote, 
12  in  favor,  35  against. 

Boston  Harbor— $5000. 

Mr.  McNary  moved  to  substitute  $4500,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  mayor's  approval. 
..The  amendment  was  lost. 

Building  for  Contagious  Diseases — $5000. 

Mr.  McNary  moved  to  strike  out  that  item 
altogether,  according  to  the  mayor's  recommen- 
dation, who  said  that  the  building  should  be 
completed  within  the  original  appropriation. 

The  amendment  was  lost. 

Collectors  Departmen t— $52,500. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  to  increase  the  appro- 
priation for"  the  Collector's  Department  so  that 
it  will  be  $59,200.  I  move  that  the  amount  be 
deducted  from  the  appropriation  for  reserved 
fund.  The  reason  is  that  the  collector  made  a 
very  fair  statement  showing  the  necessity  of  in- 
creasing the  appropriation  for  his  department. 
He  now  has  16  deputies  and  he  needs  19  deputies 
in  all  to  carry  on  the  work.  He  is  now  allowed 
$2900  and  he  wants  $300  more.  It  takes  that 
amount  of  money  to  pay  for  stationary  and  postal 
cards  which  by  law  lie  must  issue  in  the  course  of 
the  year.  In  the  same  way  he  wants  $300  more  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  horse-hire  for  two  or 
three  collectors  in  the  outlying  wards.  Five 
hundred  dollars  for  kecpinga  horse  is  not  a  large 
increase.  Now  the  collector  made  in  due  season  a 
request  to  have  the  ordinances  amended  so 
that  he  might  have  19  collectors,  and  that  is  the 
reason  I  move  to  have  this  change  made  tonight. 
That  order  for  an  increased  number  of  collec- 
tors came  in  to  the  City  Council,  and  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Collector's  Depart- 
ment. Two  meetings  of  that  committee  have 
been  called  within  the  last  two  or  three  weeks, 
but  no  quorum  could  be  obtained,  and  therefore 
no  ordinance  could  be  acted  upon  by  that  com- 
mittee, and  consequently  it  could  not  come 
before  either  branch.  I  have  not  the  slightest 
doubt  but  that  when  the  report  is  made  it  will 
be  in  favor  of  giving  him  three  more  collec- 
tors, because  it  is  essential  that  we  should 
provide  means  for  collecting  the  debts  duo  the 
city.  I  have  no  doubt  there  will  be  a  favorable 
report  on  this  matter.  But  the  position  is 
just  this:  if  we  do  not  make  the  appropriation 
now,  it  will  take  a  two-thirds  vote  hereafter  to 
make  the  transfer.  If  we  are  satisfied  that  this 
is  right— and  I  fully  believe  that  this  additional 
amount  is  a  necessity,  not  only  for  the  clerks 
themselves,  but  for  the  other  expenses  of  the 
office— the  appropriation  should  be  made  now, 
although  the'  collector  cannot  spend  any  por- 
tion of  it  without  we  pass  an  amendment  to  the 
ordinances.  For  that  reason  I  move  to  make 
the  appropriation  $59,200,  and  to  deduct  the 
additional  amount  from  the  reserved  fund. 

Mr.  Sanger— I  desire  to  ask  if  any  part  of  that 
increased  amount  is  for  an  increase  of  salaries. 

Mr.  Whitmore— There  is  a  slight  increase.  I 
have  the  details  here.  Seven  clerks  are  to  get 
an  average  increase  of  $200.  These  are  all  men 
who  have, as  I  understand, been  there  a  longtime, 
some  of  them  10  or  12  years.  There  is  an  increase 
in  the  item  for  extra  clerks  who  have  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  fall  of  the  year,  and  there  is  an  in- 
crease of  $200  there.  Out  of  the  whole  amount 
of  increase  there  is  just  $1500  increased  salaries 
in  the  entire  department,  as  I  understand,  and 
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there  has  been  no  increase  of  salaries  in  that  de- 
partment for  quite  a  while.  I  do  not  think  that 
anybody  will  say  that  that  department  is  un- 
reasonable in  the  matter  of  salaries.  As  I  stated 
before,  by  making  the  sum  total  so  much  now 
we  do  not  authorize  him  to  either  make  an  in- 
crease in  salaries  or  tc  increase  the  number  of 
clerks.  That  has  got  to  he  done  by  the  ordin- 
ance which  is  to  be  reported  by  the  committee 
on  that  department.  But  it  unfortunately  could 
not  be  offered  on  account  of  the  peculiar  posi- 
tion of  affairs.  If  we  do  not  hereafter  conclude 
to  allow  him  to  spend  all  the  money,  why  then 
we  can  turn  it  hack  again  into  the  reserved 
fund  just  as  easily  as  we  take  it  out  now.  I  hope 
it  will  be  added  to  the  Collector's  Depart- 
ment. 

LUNCH  ORDER. 

Mr.  Whall— At  this  time  I  desire  to  offer  the 
privileged  order : 

Ordered,  That  the  city  messenger  be  request- 
ed to  provide  a  lunch  in  the  ante-room  for  the 
members,  officers  and  reporters,  the  expense  at- 
tending the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  contingent 
fund  of  the  Common  Council. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading, 
read  a  second  time  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order ;  such  an 
order  has  to  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  President— We  have  not  got  to  that 
point  yet. 

The  roll  was  called  upon  the  passage  of  the 
order,  and  it  was  passed;  yeas  62,  nays  i: 

Yeas— Atwood,  Barry,  Blume,  Bowman,  Burr, 
Carroll,  Carstensen,  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Coch- 
ran, Coleman,  Connolly,  Coyle,  Desmond, 
Dewey,  Dolan,  Duggan,  Dunn,  Fisher,  Foss, 
Fottler,  Fowler,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez.  Hag- 
gerty,  Harrington,  Hayes,  Keliher,  Kelley, 
Kennedy,  Lattimore,  Lauten,  Leary,  Light,  Ma- 
honey,  MeEnaney,  McKehna,  McNary,  F.  Mori- 
son,  F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy, 
Norton,  Nunan,  O'Mealey,  Perry,  E.  J.  Powers, 
Reilly,  Richards,  Sanger,  Shaw.  Short,  Snow, 
E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan.  Sund- 
berg.  Teevens,  Turtle,  Whall.  Whitinore.  Wil- 
son—62. 

Nays— Frost,  Ladd,  Perkins,  Thayer^. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Davern,  J.  Gallagher, 
J.  J.  Murphy,  C.  C   Powers,  Tracy,  Webster— 9. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

Mr.  Rellly— I  sincerely  hope  that  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  will  not 
prevail.  I  am  very  much  surprised  at  the  gentle- 
man coming  here  at  this  stage  of  the  bill  and 
asking  ■  for  an  additional  appropriation  for  any 
department  for  the  purpose  of  raising  salaries. 
The  gentlemen  in  the  Council  tonight  have  told 
us  what  paring  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions did  to  get  these  items  inside  of  the  limit  of 
taxation.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  12  was  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations, 
and  it  strikes  me  that  if  he  wants  to  increase 
the  salaries  of  any  clerks  in  the  collector's  de- 
partment he  should  have  made  the  fight  in 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations.  I  do  not  see 
how  anybody  can  get  up  here  tonight,  and  in 
the  face  of  the  fact  that  different  departments 
are  obliged  to  be  cut  down,  ask  for  an  appropri- 
ation to  increase  salaries.  He  says  they  need 
more  collectors.  Now,  Mr.  President,  last  year 
16  collectors  collected  all  the  debts  due  the  city 
of  Boston;  and  it  is  my  opinion  that  they  will 
collect  them  this  next  year.  I  do  not 
think  the  collectors  are  overworked  at  all, 
and  if  they  are  I  think  we  can  get  enough  men 
in  a  week  who  will  do  the  work  as  well  as  they 
do.  Again,  I  do  not  see  the  necessity  of  provid- 
ing carnages  for  them.  I  think  they  can  ride 
around  in  the  horse  cars.  I  do  not  believe  in 
keeping  carriages  for  so  many  of  these  city  offi- 
cials. I  am  surprised  at  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  getting  up  here  and  asking  for  such  a 
thing.  I  think  there  are  many  departments  in 
which  salaries  should  be  cut  down.  It  is  a  well- 
known  fact  that  under  the  $9  tax  limit  there  is 
not  enough  money  to  run  the  departments.  I 
believe  it  is  bad  policy  to  make  one  department 
suffer  for  the  benefit  of  another  department.  He 
says  there  are  men  who  have  been  in  the  Collec- 
tor's Department  a  long  while.  I  know  of  men 
in  the  Street  Department  who  have  been  there  a 
long  while  and  are  getting  only  SI. 50  a  day.  It 
would  be  a  bad  argument  to  increase  the  appro- 
priation for  the  Paving  Department  on  the 
ground  that  the  men  have  been  there  a  long- 
while.    I   hope  the  amendment  will  not  pass, 


and,  when  the  question  is  taken,  I  ask  that  it  be 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  should  rise  were  it  not  for 
the  fact  that  the  gentleman  evidently  did  not 
listen  to  what  I  have  said  this  evening;  and  for 
fear  that  others  did  not  hear  me,  I  will  repeat  it. 
I  said  that  I  came  in  here  tonight  absolutely 
unpledged  and  open  to  convictions.  I  think  that 
before  the  evening  closes  I  shall  vote  for  some 
of  these  amendments,  because  I  do  not  arrogate 
to  myself  the  entire  knowledge  of  the  wants  of 
any  department.  I  can  only  say  that  if  any  de- 
partment will  give  as  good  reasons  for  the 
increase  as  the  collector's  department  does 
I  shall  vote  for  the  increase.  That  is 
what  I  said  before  and  that  is  what 
I  mean  to  say  now.  It  is  a  fact  that  the 
mayor,  if  his  approval  goes  for  anything,  ap- 
proved this  increase.  But  the  point  I  wish  to 
call  attention  to  is  that  this  is  not  an  increase  of 
salary.  It  is  merely  a  transfer  from  one  appro- 
priation to  another.  The  money  is  not  to  be 
spent  without  further  order  by  the  City  Coun- 
cil. 

Mr.  Atwood  raised  the  point  of  order  that  no 
debate  was  in  order  under  Rule  34  which' pro- 
vided that  a  motion  for  the  yeas  and  nays  should 
be  decided  without  debate. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
nobody  was  debating  the  motion  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  President— The  gentleman  had  taken 
his  seat  before  the  Chair  had  time  to  decide  the 
point  of  order. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  believe  that  in  the  City  Collector's 
Department  there  is  one  friend  of  mine  of  the 
longest  standing  of  any  friend  I  have  in  City 
Hali.  My  attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact 
that  that  department  has  not  been  fairly  delt 
with  in  the  Appropriation  bill  as  it  passed  the 
Board  of  Aldermen ;  but— 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  raise  the  point  of  order 
that  no  debate  is  allowed  upon  a  motion  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  think  that  rule  is  in  regard  to 
solving  a  doubt  in  regard  to  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  not  upon  the  yeas  and  nays  as  moved. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  rule  the  point 
of  order  well  taken.' 

Mr.  Ladd— I  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege. 

The  President — The  Chair  rules  the  point  of 
order  well  taken. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege. 

The  President— The  gentleman  will  please 
state  his  question  of  privilege. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  feel  that  I  have  a  personal  and 
special  interest  in  this  matter  from  my  peculiar 
position,  and  in  spite  of  all  that  has  been  said 
to  me  so  earnestly  in  regard  to  this  matter — 

Mr.  Leary— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

Mr.  Whall— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  13  is  out  of  his  seat. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken.    Mr.  Ladd  of  Ward  10  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  Ladd— It  seems  to  me  that  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  we  are  in  the  position  that  we  find 
ourselves  in— 

Mr.  Leary— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I  cannot 
understand  that  the  gentleman  has  stated  any- 
thing personal.  This  is  a  city  matter.  I  do  not 
see  that  he  has  any  more  personal  interest  in  it 
than  I  have,  I  may  have  a  friend  there,  and 
what  right  have  I  to  stand  up  here  to  a  question 
of  privilege? 

The  President— The.  Chair  will  rule  the  point 
of  order  well  taken.  The  time  for  debate  upon 
ordering  the  yeas  and  nays  has  expired. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege, 
and  I  insist  upon  sneaking  to  the  question  of 
privilege.  When  I  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege 
I  insist  upon  my  rights  upon  this  floor. 

The  President— Mr.  Ladd  of  Ward  10  lias  the 
floor. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  insist  that  this  matter  personally 
concerns  me,  and  I  will  not  be  shut  out  from  the 
right  of  speaking  upon  it. 

Mr.  Leary— I  would  like  to  have  the  gentle- 
man state  the  question  of  privilege. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  am  stating  it,  and  I  propose  to 
state  it. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  rule  that  so 
far  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  has  made 
any  statement  at  the  present  time  it  does  not 
appear  to  concern  the  gentleman  personally, 
and  inasmuch  as  that  is  the  case  the  Chair  will 
rule  the  point  of  order  well  taken. 

Mr.  Ladd— It  does  concern  me  personally  and 
I  propose  to  state  it. 
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Mr.  Sanger  moved  that  the  rule  be  suspended 
and  that  Mr.  Ladd  be  allowed  to  proceed. 

The  rule  was  declared  suspended.  Mr.  Leary 
doubted  the  vote  and  the  Council  was  divided, 
and  pending'  the  announcement  of  the  result 
Mr.  Leary  withdrew  the  doubt. 

Mr.  Ladd— hi  spite  of  the  great  desire  that  I 
have  to  oblige  my  friend,  and  I  believe  that  de- 
sire is  as  strong  as  a  desire  could  possible  be,  to 
influence  any  member  upon  this  floor  or  in  any 
other  legislative  assembiy,  I  am  forced  to 
say  that  I  must  vote  against  this  increase. 
I  must  vote  against  any  attempt  to  change 
this  bill,  because  I  believe  that  when  we 
launch  upon  that  sea  we  shall  be  launched 
upon  a  sea  where  we  are  not  provided 
with  a  rudder  that  will  safely  navigate  us 
through  it.  Therefore  I  am  forced  to  say  that 
we  ought  to  pass  this  Appropriation  bill  as  it 
stands,  and  not  amend  it  at  the  suggestion  of 
anybody.  I  have  only  one  word  more  to  say, 
Mr.  President,  and  that  is  I  do  not  expect  that  I 
shall  ever,  while  I  am  upon  this  floor,  have  an 
occasion  which  will  so  strongly  tempt  me  to 
vote  against  my  conviction  of  my  duty.  Now  I 
want1  to  say  that  if  it  is  necessary  to  increase 
this  appropriation  at  any  future  time,  we  shall 
have  the  amount  in  the  appropriation  for  the 
reserve  fund  of  $75,000,  which  is  a  large  sum  and 
we  can  make  the  transfer  if  the  necessity  arises 
for  an  increase  in  the  appropriation  for  the  Col- 
lector's Department  at  some  future  time.  We 
do  not  lose  any  of  the  money ;  we  shall  have  it 
in  the  reserve  fund. 

Mr.  Whall- I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

Mi-.  Ladd— Let  us  come  to  it  in  the  course  of 
debate  and  not  make  any  change.  I  have  done, 
Mr.  President. 

Mr.  Whall— For  the  benefit  of  the  gentleman 
I  will  state  the  point  of  order. 

The  President— The  time  for  debate  has  ex- 
pired. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Whitmore  was  lost; 
yeas  16,  nays  49 : 

Yeas— Barry,"  Desmond,  Duggan,  Foss,  Hag- 
gerty,  Lauten,  Leary,  Light,  Mahoney,  J.  Mur- 
phy, Richards,  Short,  feevens,  Whall,  Whit- 
more. Wilson— 10. 

Nays — Atwood,  Blume,  Bowman,  Burr,  Car- 
roll, Carstensen,  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Cochran, 
Coleman,  Connolly,  Coyle,  Dewey,  Dolan,  Dunn, 
Fisher,  Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost,  P.  .1.  Gallagher, 
Gomez,  Harrington.  Hayes,  Keliher,  Kelley, 
Ladd,  Lattimore,  McEnaney,  McKenna,  Mc- 
Nary,  F.  Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison.  W.  H.  Mur- 
phy, Norton,  Nunan,  O'Mealey,  Perkins.  Perry, 
E.  J.  Powers.  Reilly,  Sanger,  Shaw,  Snow,  E. 
Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg, 
Thayer,  Tuttle— 49. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Davern.  J.  Gallagher, 
Kennedy,  J.  J.  Murphy,  C.  C.  Powers,  Tracy, 
Webster— 17. 

Qomrnpnweatth  Avenue,  Loam  for  Trees. 

Mr.  McNary  moved  to  strike  out  this  item 
lost. 

Lamp  Department— $575,000. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  desire  to  say  that  if  any- 
thing would  have  made  me  unwilling  to  vote  for 
;he  Lamp  Department  appropriation,  it  is  the 
netliods  which  have  been  resorted  to  in  order 
;o  get  the  support  of  the  members  of  the  City 
Council  for  the  amount  as  it  stands  in  this  bill. 
i.  was  approached  by  a  member  of  that  depart- 
ment, a  competent  man,  and  a  man  who  was 
evidently  fully  up  to  the  average  of  intelligence, 
and  he  requested  me  to  vote  for  this  appropria- 
tion because  there  was  a  desire  to  increase  the 
pay  of  the  lamplighters  to  $2  a  day  instead  of 
an  avorage  of  $1.70.  In  other  words,  to  make  an 
increase  of  about  $10,000  to  $12,000  in  the  whole 
amount;  and  that  man  said  he  was  told  that  the 
only  way  in  which  that  increase  could  be  ob- 
tained was  by  the  passing  of  such  a  sum  of 
money  as  had  already  passed  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  and  that  without  that  amount 
the  increase  could  not  be  made.  Now,  Mr. 
President,  as  the  expenditure  of  this 
appropriation  does  not  concern  the  Council  in 
the  slightest  degree,  in  order  to  correct  that 
obvious  and  willful  error,  I  want  to  have  it  sta- 
ted so  that  it  shall  go  to  every  man  in  the  de- 
partment, and  to  every  man  m  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, that  the  Common  Council  having  once 
made  this  appropriation,  has  nothing  whatever 
to  do  with  tin;  expenditure  of  it  in  any  form, 
shape  or  manner,  and  that   whether  they  pass 


$500,  $500,000  or  $5000  for  the  Lamp  Department, 
this  Council  has  no  further  control  over  it. 
after  the  appropriation  is  made,  and  can  neither 
add  to  nor  take  from  the  pay  of  the  men 
employed  by  that  department,  and  cannot  pre- 
vent the  increase  from  being  made.  I  say, 
moreover,  Mr.  President,  that  as  soon  as 
the  appropriation  of  last  year  of  $500,000  was 
made,  the  superintendent  of  lamps,  under  the 
new  charter,  might  have  given  that  increase  at 
any  time  if  he*  had  seen  fit,  and  there  was  no 
one  but  the  mayor  who  could  have  prevented 
it.  Moreover,  if  it  be  alleged  that  there  had 
been  appropriations  made  for  new  lamps  which 
prevented  the  increase,  I  say  that  was  done  by 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  not  by  the  Common 
Council.  The  number  of  lamps  is  fixed  by  the 
Board  and  not  by  us.  For  these  reasons,  I  say 
that  such  an  attempt  to  influence  the  members 
of  that  department  to  obtain  any  particular 
sum  in  the  appropriation  was  unworthy  the 
officer  or  any  other  person  connected  with  that 
department.  My  friend  from  Ward  15  wishes  to 
benefit  the  Paving  Department,  a  large  part  of 
the  appropriation  for  which  goes  to  labor. 
Now  I  call  his  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
Lamp  Department  appropriation  goes  to  labor 
in  the  smallest  degree,  When  you  take  out  oil 
lamps  and  put  in  gas  lamps,  you  reduce  the 
amount  of  labor  employed,  and  when  you  take 
out  gas  lamps  and  put  in  electric  lights  you  still 
further  reduce  the  amount  of  labor.  Now,  sir, 
if  there  had  been  any  appropriation  which  I 
would  have  voted  to  change  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Paving  Department,  it  would  be  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  Lamp  Department,  be- 
cause a  large  amount  goes  to  machinery 
and  lamps  and  large  corporations.  and 
only  a  very  small  part  ol  it  goes  for  labor. 
I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  make  any 
motion  to  change  this  appropriation,  but  I  was 
strongly  tempted  to  do  so  on  account  of  such  an 
influence  having  been  brought  to  bear  upon 
the  Common  Council.  Whatever  we  do,  whether 
we  pass,  $500,000  or  any  other  sum,  we  neither 
help  nor  injure  the  employees,  and  it  is  a  cruel 
and  malicious  falsehood  to  instil  into  the  minds 
of  men  that  the  expenditure  of  this  appropria- 
tion is  in  the  control  of  the  Common  Council. 
That  department  belongs  under  the  control  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  they  ought  to  look 
out  for  the  expenditure.  Every  time  a  new 
lamp  has  been  put  up  during  the  past  year,  it 
has  been  a  nail  in  the  coffin  of  the  laborer.  If 
the  statement  of  the  superintendent  is  correct, 
it  has  prevented  what  I  believe  to  be  a  proper 
and  reasonable  increase  in  the  pay  of  those  men 
from  an  average  of  $1.70  to  $2  a  day,  and  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  have  been  the  parties  who 
have  gone  on  for  proper  reasons,  because  their 
constituents  asked  for  it,  to  put  in  these  addi- 
tional lamps.  But  it  was  their  action  in  putting 
in  more  lamps  that  has  prevented  any  appropri- 
ation of  the  funds  in  that  department  to  increase 
the  wages  of  the  employees. 

Mr.  McNary— 1  am  very  sorry  to  hold  such  a 
divergent  position  from  that  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12.  And  I  certainly  would  not  move 
to  cut  down  the  appropriation  for  the  Lamp  De- 
partment, for  the  reason  that  1  am  interested  in 
seeing  the  pay  of  the  employees  in  that  depart- 
ment increased.  The  men  get  $1.70  and  $1.80  a 
day,  and  I  think  they  should  get  $2  a  day.  We 
have  not  the  power  to  increase  their  pay,  but  we 
have  the  power  to  pass  the  appropriation,  and  I 
believe  that  if  the  appropriation  passes  as  it 
stands  in  this  hill  the  employees  will  get  an  in- 
crease of  pay.  If  it  were  not  for  that  belief  I 
would  join  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  in 
trying  to  cut  down  this  appropriation.  But  as 
the  situation  is  I  shall  have  to  vote  in  favor 
of  this  item.  At  the  same  time  I  do  not  think 
we  need  the  introduction  of  so  many  new  gas  and 
electric  lights.  We  are  not  in  a  position  to  stop 
the  introduction  of  new  lights,  under  the  city 
charter,  and  have  got  to  swallow  the  whole  of 
it.  lam  interested  in  seeing  that  the  men  get 
an  increase  of  pay,  and  therefore  shall  vote  for 
this  appropriation,  belie,  ing  that  they  will  get 
the  increase. 

Mt.  Hope  Cemetery—  Current  Evpen.'--eK—$io,0QO. 
Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  to  amend  that  item 
by  adding  the  words  "including  the  removal  of 
gravel."  That  is  merely  to  prevent  any  doubt 
the  trustees  may  feel  if  they  see  lit  to  spend 
money  for  that  purpose  I  do  that  for  this  rea- 
son: This  item  of  $8000  for  the  removal  of  gravel 
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seems  to  be  very  peculiar.  I  have  made  inquir- 
ies at  the  department  and  find  the  facts  to  he 
these :  Five  years  ago  the  city  made  a  contract 
for  $4500  to  buy  a  hank  of  gravel  'which  must  be 
removed  within  five  years,  and  on  the  29th  day  of 
December,  1887,  that  privilege  expires,  and  unless 
the  gravel  is  removed  it  will  remain  in  the  hands 
of  the  owners  of  the  land,  although  the  city  has 
paid  for  the  gravel.  I  am  informed  by  one  of 
the  trustees  that,  in  point  of  fact,  the  gravel 
is  so  poor  that  the  city  had  better  abandon  any 
claim  to  it  than  try  to  take  it  away.  This  is  the 
fact  that  I  learned  from  Mr.  Appolonio,  the  clerk 
of  the  Board,  that  a  contract  was  made  a  year  or 
more  ago  for  the  removal  of  this  gravel  at  40 
cents  per  cubic  yard,  and  the  man  who  had  the 
contract  gave  it  up  because  it  did  not  pay  him 
for  digging  it  up,  loading  and  carrying  it  to  the 
cemetery.  Since  that  time  the  trustees  have 
moved  whatever  they  had  spare  teams  to  move. 
It  seems  to  be  conceded  that  the  city  made  a 
bad  bargain  in  the  beginning,  and  that  it  is  not 
wise  to  go  on  with  it.  But  inasmuch  as  the  trus- 
tees may  desire  to  take  away  some  of  that  gravel 
I  want  to  have  it  plainly  understood  that  they 
may  use  a  portion  of  their  appropriation  for  that 
purpose.  I  therefore  move  to  insert  after  the 
words  "current  expenses"  the  words  '"and  for 
the  removal  of  gravel  if  desired." 

Mr.  Clark — I  move  to  amend  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  by  cutting  down 
the  appropriation  for  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery  $3C00 
and  appropriating  that  amount  for  Cedar  Grove 
Cemetery.  My  reason  for  making  that  motion 
is  that  this  cemetery  stands  on  practically  the 
same  basis  as  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery.  In  the  mi- 
nority report  of  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations yovi  will  find  the  assertion  that 
Cedar  Grove  Cemetery  has  been  transferred  to 
the  lot  owners  who  find  the  income  sufficient 
without  a  city  subsidy.  If  I  am  not  very  much 
mistaken,  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery  has  not  been 
transferred  to  the  lot  owners.  Although  there 
is  a  bill  before  the  Legislature  authorizing  such 
a  transfer,  it  will  not  take  effect  until  accepted 
by  the  lot  owners.  Now  the  Cedar  Grove  Cem- 
etery lot  owners  will  not  be  very  apt  to  accept 
this  transfer  without  some  sort  of  an  appropria- 
tion, because  in  past  years  they  have  had  all 
the  way  from  $3000  to  $7000  appropriated  annu- 
ally by  the  city.  There  is  also  a  bill  before  the 
Legislature  to  transfer  the  control  of  Mt  Hope 
Cemetery  to  the  lot  owners ;  and  if  they  need 
an  appropriation  of  $10,000  after  Mt.  Hope 
Cemetery  has  been  transferred,  Cedar  Grove 
Cemetery  will  certainty  need  the  sum  of  $3000, 
which  is  a  very  modest  request.  I  hone  the 
members  will  see  that  it  is  no  more  than  fair  to 
break  through  the  rule,  which  seems  to  prevail 
this  evening,  not  to  make  any  changes  in  the 
Appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  have  very  good  informa- 
tion that  the  bill  to  transfer  Cedar  Grove  Cem- 
etery to  the  lot  owners  has  passed  the  Legisla- 
ture and  been  signed  by  the  governor.  If  that 
is  so,  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  24  would  not  be  called  for,  or  it  is  not  de- 
sirable. If  it  is  not  so,  then  I  would  have  no 
objection  to  the  amendment.  But  on  authority 
I  say  that  the  bill  has  passed  both  branches  of 
the  Legislature  and  has  been  signed  by  the  gov- 
ernor. I  hope  the  gentleman  will  withdraw 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  Clark — I  am  willing  to  withdraw  the 
amendment,  but  I  do  not  think  the  Legislature 
will  pass  any  law  transferring  the  control  or 
ownership  of  any  real  estate  until  it  is  accepted 
by  the  persons  to  whom  such  ownership  is  to  he 
transferred. 

Mr.  Whall— As  a  matter  of  fact  the  Legisla- 
ture has,  upon  the  petition  of  the  lot  owners, 
passed  to  them  the  control  of  Cedar  Grove  Ceme- 
tery. I  think  the  gentleman  does  not  show  a 
good  knowledge  of  human  nature  when  he  says 
that  nobody  will  give  a  gift  to  a  person  unless 
he  knows  the  person  is  going  to  accept  it. 
The  Legislature  has  seen  fit  to  give  the 
control  of  this  cemetery  to  the  lot  owners 
without  asking  our  consent.  I  have  no  doubt  the 
lot  owners  will  be  glad  to  accept  it.  Now  the 
fact  is,  as  stated  to  me  by  a  member  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Senate,  now  on  the  floor  of  this 
chamber,  that  this  is  a  law.  Then,  sir,  we  have 
up  more  right  to  appropriate  $3000  for  Cedar 
Grove  Cemetery  than  we  have  to  appropriate 
money  for  a  railroad  line  to  the  moon. 

Mr.  Clakk— I  must  say  one  word  more.  I  saw 
the  original  bill,  and  it  was  not  to  take  effect 


until  accepted  by  the  lot  owners.    I  cannot  say 
whether  it  was  changed  or  not. 

Mr.  Clark's  amendment  was  lost. 

Mr.  Whitmore's  amendment  was  adopted. 

Paving  Department— $810,000. 

Mr.  McNary— I  move  to  add  to  that  appropria- 
ation  $107,000,  making  it  $947,000.  That  is  all  I 
can  see  to  add,  as  the  cloth  is  pretty  well  cut 
now.  That  is  all  lean  strip  off,  if  we  conclude 
to  strip.  To  make  this  addition  I  propose  to 
take  the  following  amounts  from  these  appro- 
priations : 

Public  buildings $15,000 

Schoolhouses 10,000 

School  instructors 22,000 

School  expenses 15,000 

Police 20.000 

Reserve  fund 25,000 

#107,000 

Malting  the  paving  appropriation.  ..S947 .000 

Mr.  Whitmore— There  are  two  or  three  of  the 
items  which  I  caught  which  it  seems  to  me  to 
be  utterly  impossible  to  cut  down.  In  regard 
to  public  buildings  the  department  asked  for 
$120,000;  we  have  here  $129,000,  and  that  is  the 
amount  which  is  to  take  care  of  public  prop- 
erty. I  don't  believe  that  is  the  place  to  cut 
down.  In  regard  to  the  Police  Department  I 
merely  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that 
even  the  sum  now  appropriated  is  not  so  large 
as  the  department  can  make  the  city  liable  for, 
and  when  they  have  expended  that  sum, as  they 
doubtless  will,  according  to  the  approximate  es- 
timate in  the  annual  estimate,  that  will  become 
a  preferred  debt,  so  *o  speak,  and  some 
other  appropriation  will  have  to  suffer. 
Whatever  else  we  might  do,  we  might  as  well 
move  to  take  a  sum  of  money  out  of  the  appro- 
propriation  for  paying  the  debt,  or  paying  the 
interest  on  the  debt,  as  to  attempt  to  take  it  out 
of  the  appropriation  for  police  as  it  stands  in  the 
bill.  There  is  not  enough  appropriated  to  pay 
the  bill  which  the  Board  of  Police  has  a  perfect 
right  to  run  up  agahist  the  city.  For  those  two 
reasons  I  should  most  certainly  vote  against  the 
amendment.  As  I  saia  before,  the  Paving  De- 
partment has  got  its  fair  share  of  the  small 
amount  of  money  which  the  city  can  spend. 

Mr.  Leart — I  shall  have  to  oppose  taking  any- 
thing from  the  appropriation  for  schools.  It  has 
been  stated  before  the  Committee  on  Schools 
and  Schoolhouses  this  year  that  when  the 
School  Committee  submitted  their  estimates  for 
this  year  they  had  very  hard  work  to  get  along 
last  year ;  in  fact  if  it  had  not  been  that  one  of 
the  instructors  and  some  of  the  teachers  died 
during  the  year  they  would  have  had  to  come  to 
the  City  Council  and  ask  for  an  extra  appropri- 
ation. They  had  no  money  for  cleaning  the 
yards  and  doing  that  kind  of  work.  The  com- 
mittee recommended  only  a  very  small  amount 
above  what  they  received  last  year,  and  the 
amount  in  the  bill  is  not  sufficient  for  them,  and 
you  cannot  possibly  deduct  a  single  cent  from 
that  appropriation  without  either  decreasing 
the  salaries  of  some  of  the  teachers  or  shutting 
up  some  of  the  schools. 

Mr.  McNary— When  we  started  in  on  this  bill 
I  understood  that  we  had  reached  just  this 
result,  The  Council  refuses  to  cut  down  those 
items  which  we  could  cut  without  damage,  and 
when  we  got  to  the  Paving  Department  it  was 
not  intended  to  increase  it  one  way  or  the  other. 
But  we  must  take  what  we  can  get,  if  we  can 
get  anything.  Therefore,  I  make  these  cuts 
where  there  is  any  chance  of  standing  it.  I  want 
to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  in  every 
proposition  I  have  made,  I  have  cut  the  appro- 
priation down  to  the  figures  approved  by  the 
mayor.  The  Police  Department  is  considerably 
lower,  and  I  understand  that  the  Board  can 
make  us  liable  for  a  much  larger  sum  of  money. 
I  think  the 'mayor  understands  the  figures 
about  the  School  Department  better  than 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  13.  I  propose  to 
cut  that  appropriation  down  to  the  figures 
approved  by  the  mayor.  I  do  not  suppose 
the  motion  will  pass;  I  have  not  the 
slightest  idea  that  it  will.  But  I  make  the  mo- 
tion in  accordance  with  my  own  ideas  of  the 
matter,  and  for  the  purpose  of  trying  to  get  the 
money  which  I  think  is  necessary  to  properly 
manage  the  Paving  Department'  I  have  seen 
every  other  a  ■  endment  offered  by  me  voted 
down,  and  I  suppose  this  one  will  share  the  same 
fate.  There  are  good  reasons  why  every  depart- 
ment should  get  all  the  money  that  can  he  ap- 
propriated, and  as  much  more  as  possible,  but  I 
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hope  that  every  member  in  favor  of  increasing 
the  appropriation  for  paving,  will  record  them- 
selves in  favor  of  this  amendment. 

Mr.  Weall — I  believe  the  Paving  Department 
has  not  got  money  enough.  But  Iloelieve  it  has 
received  as  much  as  we  can  conscientiously, 
with  a  due  regard  to  our  duty,  give  it.  1  do  not 
believe  we  should  leave  the  other  departments 
out  in  the  cold  in  order  to  do  a  special  service  to 
this  department  upon  the  promise  or  hope  that 
a  beneficent  Legislature  will  come  to  our  relief, 
and  thus  let  us  clothe  the  shivering  ones  out- 
side. Let  us  attend  to  all  the  departments  de- 
cently now,  and  if  we  do  get  this  expected  relief 
I  will  be  hand  in  glove  with  the  gentleman  in 
giving  the  lion's  share  to  the  Paving  Depart- 
ment, but  do  not  let  us  pauperize  other  depart- 
ments for  tne  benefit  of  one  department. 

Mr.  McNary— I  was  a  little  mistaken  in  my 
motion.  I  intended  to  add  this  §107,000  to  the 
item  of  .$750,000  for  the  Paving  Department.  I 
do  not  think  that  we  will  cut  into  the  other  de- 
partments very  heavily  by  making  the  amend- 
ments which  I  suggest.  I  do  not  think  they 
will  be  left  very  naked.  But  still  I  have  no 
doubt  the  members  of  the  Council  will  stick  to 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations.  But  I  do 
hope,  now  that  the  needs  of  the  Paving  Depart- 
ment are  recognized,  if  we  get  this  additional 
money  from  the  Legislature  we  will  give  it  to 
the  Paving  Department. 

Mr.  Gomez— So  far  as  increasing  the  Paving 
Department  appropriation  is  concerned  I  am 
most  heartily  in  favor  of  it.  I  would  like  to  see 
that  appropriation  raised  to  $1,000,000.  1  don't 
think  the  necessary  work  in  the  streets  of  Bos- 
ton can  be  done  for  any  less  sum.  But,  under 
existing  circumstances,  I  cannot  very  well  see 
how  we  are  going  to  increase  that  fund  without 
curtailing  in  some  directions  that  will  injure  us 
in  the  management  of  our  city  affairs.  I  espec- 
ially halt  when  it  is  proposed  to  touch  the 
appropriation  for  schools  and  schoolhouses. 
Ihe  other  cut  downs  suggested  by  my 
friend  from  Ward  15  I  did  not  follow  closely, 
though  with  some  of  them  I  would  probably 
agree.  But  in  the  matter  of  cutting  down  the 
appropriation  for  schoolhouses  we  must  not  for- 
get that  the  city  met  with  a  great  misfortune -to- 
day, and  has  lost  probably  at  least  $40,000 
worth  of  property,  according  to  a  rough  estimate 
made  by  a  gentleman  in  the  Department  of  Pub- 
lic Buildings,  who  thought  that  nothing  less 
than  that  sum  would  repair  the  damage  to  the 
Gaston  schoolhouse.  The  appropriation  for 
schoolhouses  and  schools  is  already  cut  down, 
and  now  comes  this  misfortune,  and  we  have 
got  to  face  the  fact  that  it  will  require  a  consid- 
erable amount  of  money.  But  in  speaking  of 
the  laborers, there  is  one  point  we  have  forgotten, 
and  that  is  the  amount  of  money  this  City  Coun- 
cil authorized,  on  inauguration  day,  to  be  bor- 
rowed for  the  construction  of  the  parks.  At 
that  time  we  authorized  a  loan  of  $2,500,000  to  be 
spent  at  the  rate  of  half  a  million  each  year  for 
five  years.  A  great  deal  of  that  money  will  go 
to  laborers  employed  in  the  improvement  of  our 
park  system.  Of  course  we  did  not  get  along 
very  well  on  $750,000  this  year,  but  if  we  man- 
aged to  pull  through  on  that  amount,  I  think 
we  can  manage  to  get  along  with  the  paving  ap- 
propriation in  its  present  form,  when  we  con- 
sider that  there  is  half  a  million  dollars  al- 
ready appropriated  outside  of  that  depart- 
ment, and  which  will  go  to  the  laboring 
men  this  year,  or  ought  to,  if  the  Park  Commis- 
sioners do  their  duty,  and  I  suppose  they  will. 
At  present  I  understand  from  the  auditor  that 
we  have  not  a  cent  in  the  Paving  Department 
appropriations.  While  I  really  feel  heartily  in 
favor  of  having  the  appropriation  for  labor 
raised  to  $1,000,000,  and  would  stay  here  all 
night  and  fight  it  out  to  get  that' amount,  if  I 
could  see  the  means  by  which  it  could  be 
reached  honorably  to  ourselves,  and  in  justice 
to  the  city;  but  not  seeing  where  it  is  going  to 
come  from,  I  cannot  help  taking  the  position 
I  do  take.  If  we  could  safely  cut  down  any  of 
these  appropriations  and  increase  the  paving  ap- 
propriation to  a  $1,000,000  it  would  be  well  to  do 
so.  But  I  do  not  see  that  we  can  .do  it,  and  I 
think  that  the  appropriation  ought  to  stand  the 
way  it  is. 

Mr.  Reilly— I  cannot  see  how  the  spending  of 
half  a  million  dollars  by  the  Park  Department 
is  going  to  help  the  condition  of  our  streets,  or 
benefit  the  men  in  the  Street  Department. 
There  is  one  thing  very  certain— if  this  money 


is  spent  on  the  parks  it  cannot  be  spent  on 
streets;  and  of  course  everybody  knows  that 
we  cannot  transfer  a  part  of  a  loan  for  the 
construction  of  the  parks  to  the  appropriation 
for  the  Street  Department.  So  how  that  expen- 
diture for  the  parks  is  going  to  affect  the  Street 
Department  I  cannot  see ;  perhaps  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  13  can,  but  from  his  ex- 
planation I  cannot.  Now,  Mr.  President,  in  con- 
sidering all  these  items  for  the  various  depart- 
ments, it  is  fair  to  suppose  that  the  mayor 
went  very  carefully  into  the  whole  mat- 
ter. He  took  the  estimates  of  the  various 
departments  and  studied  them  carefully, 
and  approved  what  he  thought,  was  right. 
The  mayor  approved  these  items,  and  it 
was  something  like  $70,000  less  than  was  asked 
for.  I  have  not  got  the  figures,  but  I  think  the 
amount  proposed  to  be  taken  off  by  the  gentle- 
man does  not  exceed  that.  Now,  as  regards  the 
Department  of  Public  Buildings,  the  reduction 
of  $15,000  which  the  gentleman  asks  for  is  $14,000 
less  than  the  reduction  which  the  mayor 
would  have  made.  He  approved  it  for 
$29,000  less  than  the  amount  asked  for, 
and  the  gentleman  asks  for  a  reduction  of  $15,- 
000.  Considering;  the  way  in  which  the  esti- 
mates of  some  of  these  departments  have  been 
cut  down,  I  think  there  are  three  departments 
which  the  gentleman  has  mentioned  that  can 
easily  stand  this  reduction.  The  Street  Depart- 
ment put  in  an  estimate  of  something  like  $1, 
700,000,  and  they  are  allowed  about  one  half  that 
amount.  It  is  the  biggest  cut  down  in  any  esti- 
mate in  the  whole  list.  I  differ  from  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward-  15  when  he  says  he 
does  not  imagine  that  the  motion  will  pass. 
I  think  that  if  the  members  of  the  Council 
will  vote  to  pass  the  amendment  they  will  be 
acting  wisely  and  for  the  best  interest  of  the 
Paving  Department  and  the  city  of  Boston. 
When  the  vote  is  taken  on  this  amendment  I 
ask  that  it  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  LEARY--After  speaking  m  regard  to  the 
matter  of  schoolhouses  I  do  not  like  to  be  put 
in  the  false  position  in  which  I  have  been 
placed.  I  stated  that  the  School  Committee 
appeared  before  our  committee  and  stated  the 
fact  that  had  it  not  been  for  some  of  the  in- 
structors dying  last  year  they  could  not  have 
got  along  with  their  appropriation.  I  want  the 
gentleman  to  understand  that  the  gentlemen 
from  Ward  13  are  as  much  interested  in  the 
Paving  Department  as  any  other  department. 
It  is  the  vuirkingmen  who  send  us  here,  and 
they  could  just  as  well  get  up  and  advocate 
these  changes  as  any  of  the  other  members. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  hope  that  no  reduction  will  be 
made  in  the  appropriation  for  schools  and 
schoolhuses.  The  School  Committee  appeared 
before  pur  committee  and  said  that  it  would  be 
almost  utterly  impossible  to  run  the  department 
on  that  appropriation.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  15  states  that  the  appropriation  is  one  for 
advances  of  salaries.  He  states  what  is  true.  A 
year  ago  the  School  Committee  advanced  the  sal- 
aries of  instructors  and  janitors,  but  they  have 
not  received  a  cent  of  it.  The  School  Committee 
stated  that  if  this  amount  was  not  given  to  them 
they  will  have  to  cut  down  the  salaries  of  teach- 
ers. I  would  rather  prefer  to  take  $10,000  from 
some  other  appropriation  than  to  cut  down  the 
salaries  of  teachers. 

The  President— Further  debate  is  not  in  or- 
der. 

The  Council  refused  to  order  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  McNary's  amendment  was  declared  lost. 
Mr.  McNaiy  doubted  the  vote  and  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  President— The  yeas  and  nays  were 
once  called  for,  and  the  Chair  decided  that  the 
motion  was  not  carried. 

Mr.  McNary— Have  I  not  the  right  to  doubt 
the  vote  and  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  it? 

Mr.  Kelley— Mr.  President. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  state  to 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  15  that  it  is  too  late 
now. 

The  Clerk— Police  Department— 

Mr.  Keli.ey — I  desire  to  offer  a  proviso  upon 
that  appropriation  for  the  Paving  Department. 
1  have  listened  attentively  to  the  different  argu- 
ments pro  and  con  and  it  seems  to  me  that  we 
have  failed  to  act  upon  a  former  decision  of  the 
Council  to  put  the  men  in  that  department  upon 
a  permanent  basis,  and— 

Mr.  Ladd— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  That  the 
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Paving  Department  appropriation  lias  been 
passed  and  that  the  item  of  Police  Department 
has  been  called  and  we  should  proceed. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  rule  the  point 
of  order  well  taken.    The  clerk  will  proceed. 

The  clerk  proceeded  to  read  the  items. 

Eliot  Schoolhouse— Heating  apparatus— $5000. 

Mr.  Whall— On  that  particular  item  I  desire 
to  make  a  verbal  amendment.  The  Cushman 
sclioolhouse  is  in  the  same  district  as  the  Eliot, 
and  is  attended  by  some  600  or  700  young  girls. 
The  heating  apparatus  consists  of  four  or  rive 
badly  working  furnaces.  The  young  girls  are 
shivering  there  during  the  whole  winter.  The 
sanitary  arrangements  are  of  the  most  primitive 
character.  The  lot  is  an  extremely  large  one, 
and  the  water-closets  are  situated  some  distance 
from  the  schoolhouse.  During  the  winter,  when 
snow  is  upon  the  ground,  these  young  and 
tender  girls  have  to  go  quite  a  distance  from  the 
schoolhouse  to  the  closets.  I  wish  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Council  to  the  fact  that  these 
are  young  and  tender  girls  not  one  of  whom  is 
over  the  age  of  nine  years.  They  are  young 
children  between  the  ages  of  four  and  nine.  The 
amendment  which  I  suggest  is  sanctioned  by 
everybody  who  knows  of  the  facts; and  I  hope  the 
facts  will  warrant  us  in  making  the  change.  I 
therefore  move  to  strike  out  "Eliot"  and  substi- 
tute "Cushman,"  and  immediately  after  the 
words  "heating  apparatus"  insert  "removal  of 
water  closets."  It  is  necessary  to  remove  them. 
I  will  add  that  the  Eliot  schoolhouse  is  a  gram- 
mar school  where  strong  and  lusty  boys  .go,  and 
the  same  reasons  for  the  appropriation  do  not 
exist  which  exist  in  the  Cushman  schoolhouse. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Seiver  Department—  $150,000. 

Mr.  Connolly  moved  to  amend  by  taking 
$70,000  from  the  reserved  fund  for  the  construc- 
tion and  maintenance  of  Stony  brook,  viz. : 
$60,000  fcr  its  construction  from  Clay  street  to 
Culvert  street,  and  $12,000  for  the  maintenance. 

The  amendment  was  lost.  Mr.  Connolly 
doubted  the  vote,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  McNary  moved  to  amend  the  appropria- 
tion for  Sewer  Department  by  adding  $25,000  to 
be  taken  from  the  appropriation  for  reserved 
fund. 

The  President— That  order  has  been  passed 

Mr.  McNary— I  did  not  suppose  it  would  be 
any  good. 

The  remainder  of  the  items  in  the  appropria- 
tion order  were  read,  and  the  orders  in  regard  to 
refunding  of  liquor  licenses,  on  page  11,  and  in 
regard  to  carrying  forward  unexpended  bal- 
ances, on  page  12,  were  read. 

Mr.  Whitmore  —  I  now  wish  to  offer  the 
amendment  of  which  I  gave  notice  before. 

Ordered,  That  of  the  appropriation  for  paving, 
not  more  than  90  per  cent  shall  be  expended  or 
anticipated  by  contracts,  before  Dec.  1,  1887 ;  the 
appropriations  for  public  buildings,  ordinary  ex- 
penses, and  public  buildings,  schoolhouses,  shall 
be  subject  to  such  special  orders  the  City  Coun- 
cil may  pass  before  July  15,  1887;  and  the 
appropriations  for  paving,  lamps,  and  sew- 
ers shall  be  subject  to  the  special  direc- 
tions of  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  All  appropria- 
tions for  the  ordinary  expenditures  of  the  de- 
partments, and  the  care,  custody,  and  mainte- 
nance of  the  public  property.shall  be. at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  departments  or  boards  in  charge, 
subject  to  any  specific  orders  hereafter  passed 
by  the  City  Council,  and  the  auditor  shall  allow 
drafts  against  them  for  such  a  proportionate 
amount  monthly  as  is  reasonable  and  cus- 
tomary. 

As  I  said  before,  when  the  other  amendment 
was  passed,  this  order  was  passed  by  the  Com- 
mon Council  last  year  and  was  omitted  from 
the  appropriation  bill  by  inadvertence.  It  mere- 
ly states  facts  which  are  beyond  dispute,  name- 
ly, that  the  City  Council  may,  up  to  the  15th  of 
July,  when  they  take  the  summer  recess,  direct 
any  particular  expenditure.  For  example,  if 
we  wish  to  order  any  particular  expenditure  we 
can  do  it,  but  if  we  go  away  for  the 
summer  vacation,  the  superintendent  may 
spend  the  appropriation  as  may  seem 
best  to  him.  In  the  same  way  it  is  provided 
that  only  90  per  cent  of  the  paving  appropriation 
shall  be  spent  or  contracted  to  be  spent  before 
the  1st  of  December  of  this  year,  the  object  be- 
ing that  at  least  10  per  cent  of  the  appropriation 
shall  be  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  incoming  city 


government  hi  January,  February  and  March. 
I  think  that  is  reasonable.  That  is  the  only 
check  which  the  Common  Council  can  put  upon 
the  appropriation  for  the  Paving  Department. 
It  merely  says  that  the  new  government  shall 
receive  10  per  cent  of  the  appropriation  on  the 
first  day  of  January.  I  do  not  imagine  that  the 
department  will  attempt  to  spend  more  than  90 
per  cent  before  that  time,  but  we  ought  not  to 
leave  it  hi  their  power  to  do  it.  I  trust  that 
those  amendments  and  the  additional  order  will 
be  passed  It  is  the  only  way  in  which  the  Coun- 
cil can  still  retain  any  power  whatever  to  in- 
struct the  various  departments  to  carry  out  any 
project  which  seems  to  us  right  and  proper. 

Mi'.  Richards— I  trust  the  amendment  will 
not  pass  for  the  reason  that  this  is  hi  exact  con- 
travention of  the  new  city  charter.  The  char- 
ter was  passed  in  order  to  put  executive  func- 
tions into  the  hands  of  the.  Executive  Depart- 
ment, and  to  vest  the  legislative  functions  in 
the  hands  of  the  City  Council.  Now,  this  is  a 
measure  intended  to  take  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  Executive  Departments  the  power  which 
they  have  under  the  city  charter,  and  therefore 
I  am  opposed  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Ladd— It  seems  to  me  that  such  an  order 
as  this  ought  not  to  be  passed  in  the  brief  time 
we  have  had  tonight  to  consider  it.  It  certainly 
would  appear  from  what  I  have  been  able  to 
gather  from  the  reading  of  this  amendment 
that  the  opinion  of  the  corporation  counsel 
ought  to  be  obtained  before  we  rush  through 
such  an  order  as  this.  If  it  was  the  purpose 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  to  test  this 
whole  matter,  and  find  out  whether  or  not  the 
City  Council  had  authority  to  thus  trench  upon 
the  rights  of  the  departments,  it  would  have 
been  proper  for  him  at  some  time  early  in  the 
year  to  have  introduced  a  proper  order  and  thus 
obtain  the  opinion  of  the  corporation  counsel, 
and  not  to  have  left  the  introduction  of  the  or- 
der to  this  hour,  when  we  are  attempting  to 
pass  the  Appropriation  bill.  I  should  certainly 
be  willing  to  consider  the  advisability  of 
acting  upon  such  an  order  and  getting  the 
opinion  of  the  corporation  counsel ;  but  it  seems 
to  me  that  we  ought  not  to  rush  it  through  in 
this  way.  We  can  just  as  well  let  the  appropria- 
tion bill  go  through  at  once,  and  then  another 
year  if  we  think  this  restraint  needs  to  be  put 
upon  the  departments  we  can  start  the  matter  in 
advance  in  time  to  get  the  opinion  of  the  cor- 
poration counsel  upon  it,  and  then  act  under- 
standing^ and  not  rush  it  through  at  the  last 
moment.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  gentleman 
ought  not  to  encumber  this  matter  by  this 
amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fowler  the  main  question 
was  ordered. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Whitmore  was  de- 
clared passed.  Mr.  Richards  doubted  the  vote 
and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Whitmore— On  that  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  I  wish  to  take  advantage  of  the  rule  to  re- 
ply to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10.  Anybody 
listening  to  him  would  suppose  this  was  a  new 
matter.  The  gentleman  was  here  last  year,  and 
participated  in  the  debates  and— 

Mr.  Richards— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
this  is  not  the  debatable  stage. 

The  President — The  Chair  will  rule  the  point 
of  order  not  well  taken. 

Mr.  Whitmore— In  point  of  fact  these  orders 
were  drawn  after  the  opinion  of  the  Corporation 
Counsel  had  been  taken.  There  is  not  the 
faintest  doubt  that  we  have  the  right  to  do 
it.  As  I  said  before,  the  Council  passed  the  other 
order,  it  is  in  print  and  I  cut  it  out  of  the  report 
of  the  committee  passed  by  the  Council  last  year 
by  a  large  majority.  Now  for  the  gentleman  to 
come  in  and  make  delays,  and  ask  for  further 
light,  is  simply  absurd.  The  only  point  about 
it  is,  it  enables  the  Council  to  have  alittletosay 
about  the  expenditure  of  the  appropriation  for 
Paving  Department,iiamely,that  they  shall  have 
10  per  cent  on  the  1st  of  Jan.  In  the  second  place 
it  enables  the  members  of  the  City  Council  to 
instruct  the  heads  of  departments  to  do  any- 
thing which  to  them  seems  right  and  proper, 
whether  the.  heads  of  departments  think  so  or 
not.  I  say  that  is  a  power  we  ought  to  have. 
For  instance,  if  we  want  to  order  the  superin- 
tendent of  Common  to  do  anything  to  Boston 
Common,  and  charge  it  to  his  appropriation,  we 
can  do  it  if  this  order  is  passed:  but  unless 
this  order  is  passed,  he  need  not  do  it  un- 
less    he     sees     fit.      If     you     put     in     this 
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proviso  you  don't  necessarily  give  them  orders, 
but  you  reserve  the  right  to  instruct  him  in  re- 
gard to  Boston  Common  or  any  other  depart- 
ment. It  is  legal,  is  in  accordance  with  opinions 
which  have  been  given,  is  common  sense  and 
exactly  in  line  with  the  amendment  passed 
early  in  the  evening. 

The  roll  was  called  in  order  to  solve  the  doubt 
upon  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Whitmore's  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  adopted ;  yeas  41,  nays  23 : 

Yeas— Barry,  Carroll,  Cochran,  Coleman,  Con- 
nolly, Coyle,  Desmond,  Dewey,  Dolan,  Duggan, 
Foss,  Frost,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Haggerty, 
Hayes,  Keliher,  Kelley,  Lauten,  Leary,Mahoney, 
McEnaney,  McKenna,  McNary,  J.  Murphy.  J.  J. 
Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy.  Norton,  Nunan, 
O'Mealey,  Perry.  E.  J.  Powers,  Reilly,  Short,  J. 
H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan.  Sundberg,  Teevens, 
Tuttle,  Whall,  Whitmore-41. 

Nays — Atwood,  Blume.  Bowman,  Burr,  Car- 
stensen,  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Kisher,  Fottler, 
Fowler,  Ladd.  Lattimore,  Light,  F.  Morison,  F. 
R.  Morrison,  Perkins.  Richards,  Sanger,  Shaw, 
Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  Thayer,  Wilson — 23. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Davern.  Dunn.  J.  Gal- 
lagher, Harrington,  Kennedy,  C.  C.  Powers, 
Tracy,  Webster— 8. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  pas- 
sage of  appropriations  for  armories,  incidentals, 
public  celebrations  and  Park  Department,  and 
they  were  passed ;  yeas  65,  nays  0: 

Yeas— Atwood,  Barry,  Blume,  Bowman,  Burr, 
Carroll,  Carstensen,  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Coch- 
ran, Coleman,  Connolly,  Coyle,  Dewey,  Dolan, 
Duggan,  Dunn,  Fisher,  Foss,  Fottler,  Fowler, 
Frost,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Haggerty,  Har- 
rington, Hayes,  Keliher,  Kelley,  Kennedy,  Ladd; 
Lattimore,  Lauten.  Leary,  Light,  Mahoney,  Mc- 
Enaney, McKenna,  McNary,  F.  Morison,  F.  R. 


rrison,  J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Norton, 
nan,  O'Mealey,  Perkins,  Perry,  E.  J.  Powers, 


Mori 
Nunan, 

Reilly,  Richards,  Sanger,  Shaw,  Short,  Snow, 
E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan.  Sund- 
berg, Teevens,  Thayer,  Tuttle,  Whall,  Whit- 
more,  Wilson— 65. 

Nays— 0. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Davern,  Desmond,  J. 
Gallagher,  J.  Murphy,  C.  C.  Powers,  Tracy, 
Webster— 7. 

The  main  question  was  ordered  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Whitmore. 

The  President— The  question  is  upon  the 
passage  of  the  items  on  the  Appropriations  bill 
which  have  not  been  acted  on  finally. 

The  question  was  put  and  it  was  carried. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail ;  lost. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  take  a  recess  for  lunch. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  hope  the  gentleman  will  not  in- 
sist upon  that  motion.  It  does  not  seem  to  me 
that  we  have  business  enough  to  keep  us  here 
five  or  ten  minutes  longer. 

At  11.30  P.M.  the  Council  voted  to  take  a  recess 
for  lunch,  and  was  called  to  order  at  12  M. 

The  tax  bill  was  passed  in  concurrence, 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

Sent  up. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  that  when  the  Council  ad- 
journ it  be  to  meet  on  Thursday,  May  12,  at  7.30 
P.M.,  as  the  president  and  probably  several  other 
members  would  have  to  be  absent  from  the 
next  meeting. 

Mr.  Whitmore  thought  the  Council  ought  to 
meet  next  week,  in  case  the  bill  comes  back. 

Mr.  Whall 's  motion  to  adjourn  for  two  weeks 
was  lost. 

Adjourned  at  12.10  A.M.,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Whall. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Special  Meeting  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen. 


Friday.  April  29, 1887. 
Special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
1  o'clock  P.M.    Absent— Aid.  N.  G.  Smith. 

The  Board  assembled  under  the  following 
call  : 

City  of  Boston, 
Executive  Department,  \ 
April  29,  1887. 
Joseph  H.  O'Neil,  Esq.,  City  Clerk. 

Dear  Sir,— You  are  hereby  requested  to  call  a 
special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  for 
Friday,  April  29,  1887,  at  1  .o'clock  P.M.,  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  the  annual  Appropriation 
bill.  Yours  truly, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 
Placed  ou  file. 

AMERICAN     CONDUIT    CONSTRUCTION    COMPANY. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston,        ) 
Executive  Department.  \ 
April  28,  1887.        ) 
To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Gentlemen,— In  1881,  at  the  close  of  the  year, 
a  license  was  granted  to  Messrs.  William  R. 
Clark,  Charles  W.  Lewis,  John  F.  Shorey, 
Frederick  Allen,  Alfred  A.  Nickerson,  S.  0. 
Richardson  and  Cyrus  Wakefield,  well-known 
citizens  and  capitalists,  to  lay  a  conduit  in  some 
of  our  principal  streets  for  running  telegraph, 
telephone  and  other  electric  wires.  Experience 
has  since  shown  that  it  was  unwise  to  grant  this 
license  at  that  time.  The  work  has  never 
been  commenced,  as  these  gentlemen  probably 
ascertained  that  no  practical  system  for 
massing  all  wires  underground  in  one  conduit 
has  yet  been  ascertained.  It  might  naturally  be 
supposed,  that,  after  the  lapse  of  more  than 
five  years,  that  such  a  license  was  dead  and 
buried,  but  on  the  18th  inst.  the  order  was  resur- 
rected in  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  trans- 
ferred with  all  the  rights  and  privileges  granted 
five  years  ago,  to  the  American  Conduit  and 
Construction  Company,  represented  by  Michael 
Meehan,  John  H.  Walsh,  Patrick  H.  Flatley, 
Caleb  R.  Ayer,  Charles  W.  Whitcomb. 

The  magnitude  of  this  grant  will  be  seen,  as 
the  license  included  the  following  streets: 

Albany,  Arch,  Atlantic  avenue,  Beacon  (from 
Tremont  to  Park),  Berkeley,  Boylston  (from 
Washington  to  Dartmouth),  Brattle,  Broad, 
Broadway,  Brookline,  Cambridge,  Causeway 
(Portland  to  Commercial),  Charlestown,  Charles 
(from  Cambridge  to  Beacon),  Columbus  avenue 
(from  Park  square  to  Dartmouth),  Chauncy, 
Commercial  (from  State  to  Hanover),  Common- 
wealth avenue  (from  Berfceley  to  Parker),  Con- 
gress (from  Milk  to  State),  Court,  Dartmouth, 
Dorchester  avenue,  Dover,  East  Newton,  Eliot, 
Federal,  Hanover,  High,  Kneeland,  Lincoln, 
Milk  (from  Washington  to  Broad),  Mt.  Vernon 
(from  Charles  to  Beacon),  Merchants'  row.North- 
ampton,  Pearl,  Pemberton  square,  Portland, 
School,  South  Market,  State,  Summer  (from 
Washington  to  High),  Tremont  (from  Boylsion 
to  Parker),  Waltham,  Washington  (from  Hay- 
market  square  to  Dudley),  West,  West  Newton, 
Winter,  Worcester  street  and  Worcester  square. 

I  again  feel  it  my  duty  to  call  the  attention  of 
your  Board  to  the  unlimited  grants  to  different 
companies  to  open  our  streets. 

The  telephone,  the  telegraph,  the  electric 
light,  the  superheated  water  and  the  gas  com- 
panies have  got  the  rights  to  dig  up  our  prin- 
cipal streets,  and,  unless  a  positive  benefit  to 
the  public  is  assured,  it  appears  to  me  that  these 
rights  should  stop  where  they  are.  No  appro- 
priation made  by  the  City  Council  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  keep  our  streets  in  good  condition  if 
these  privileges  continue  to  be  granted.  In  New 
York  and  other  cities  these  rights  do  not  bear 
so  heavily  on  the  geueral  taxpayers,  as  the 
abutters  are  compelled  to  keep  the  streets  in 
good  order  at  their  own  expense. 

In  New  York,  within  a  year  or  two,  rights 


have  been  granted  to  subway  companies  to  lay 
conduits  in  the  streets,  but  in  that  city,  if  the 
records  of  the  courts  are  examined,  it  will  be  as- 
certained that  these  rights  were  obtained  more 
for  stock  speculations  than  for  any  practical  or 
legitimate  business.  On  Tuesday  last,  the  26th 
inst.,  in  a  case  now  before  the  courts,  in  which 
the  Consolidated  Telephone  &  Electrical  Sub- 
way Company,  with  a  capital  of  s?3,000,000,  was 
interested,  the  following  testimony  was  given, 
as  copied  from  the  New  York  World  of  Wednes- 
day, the  27th  inst. : 

"John  Weaver,  a  broker,  testified  that  he  was 
introduced  to  Maurice  B.  Flynn  in  June  or  July, 
1S86,  bv  McMahon,  and  had  several  interviews 
with  him.  In  July,  McMahon  asked  him  to 
walk  up  town  with  him,  and  they  went  to  the 
Hotel  Royal,  as  the  former  said  he  had  an  ap- 
pointment with  Flynn  there.  The  witness  said 
while  McMahon  and  Flynn  were  talking  he 
heard  the  latter  say :  'It's  all  right,  old  fellow. 
The  concession  is  made  to  our  companies  and 
the  stock  is  ipcrth  par.'  The  broker  testified 
that  one  of  the  reasons  that  he  went  up  to  see 
Flynn  was  that  he  was  partly  promised  that  he 
should  have  something  to  do  with  selling  the 
stock," 

"George  H.  Dunham  testified.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Lesher,  Whitman  &  Co.  The  wit- 
ness said  he  first  met  Flynn  at  his  house  on 
January  8,  1886.  The  latter  knew  he  was  inter- 
ested in  the  Averill  Company,  which  owned 
patents  for  an  insulated  conduit  system.  Flynn 
told  him  the  plans  of  the  Averill  Company 
would  not  be  adopted  by  the  Subway  Commis- 
sion, and  advised  him  to  sell  out  his  stock  as 
quickly  as  possible." 

I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  the  scheme  here 
is  a  stock  speculatien  :  but  this  whole  system  of 
underground  wires  is  experimental,  and  are 
we  in  a  position  to  allow  any  company  to  experi- 
ment with  our  streets  for  the  mere  asKing?  In 
the  same  case  above  referred  to,  the  following 
evidence  was  also  elicited  from  a  director  of  one 
of  the  subway  companies,  showing  the  work  to 
be  experimental  only : 

"Theodore  M.  Vail,  president  of  the  Metro- 
politan Telegraph  &  Telephone  Company,  was 
the  next  witness.  He  said  he  had  held  that 
position  since  1881,  the  year  after  the  company 
was  started,  and  was  one  of  the  original  incor- 
porators. About  half  the  wires  in  the  city  are 
ours.  The  company  owns  probablv  7000  or  8000 
miles  of  wire.  Most  of  them  are  overhead,  but 
some  are  underground,  probably  one  eighth  to 
one  tenth.  Some  of  the  underground  wires  are 
in  Twenty-first.Twenty-third  and  Spring  streets. 
They  were  put  under  ground  two  years  ago,  and 
at  various  times  since.  We  are  putting  in  some 
now  in  the  Sixth-avenue  conduit,  built  by  the 
Consolidated  Company.  They  are  simply  put 
there  as  a  test.  There  is  no  arrangement  about 
rental  or  otherwise.  It  would  be  a  benefit  to  the 
company  to  put  their  wires  underground  if  the 
conduits  prove  successful.  I  am  a  director  of  the 
Consolidated  Company.  Mr.  Vail  expressed  the 
opinion  that  the  question  of  laying  wjres  under- 
ground was  largely  experimental,  and  no  sys- 
tem was  yet  of  much  value.  When  asked  about 
the  Sixth-avenue  conduits  he  said :  They  are  of 
no  particular  value  to  any  of  us." 

For  two  years  the  New  York  streets  have  been 
opened  for  conduits,  and,  in  the  language  of 
President  Vail,  these  conduits  are  now  of  no 
particular  value  to  any  one.  Must  Boston  go 
through  the  same  experience? 

I  return  the  orders  without  my  approval,  and 
in  relation  to  the  legality  of  the  transfer,  I  sub- 
mit the  following  from  the  corporation  coun- 
sel: 

Corporation  Counsel's  Office,  ) 
14  Beacon  Street, 

Boston,  April  27,  1887. ) 
Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Sir.— The  orders  referred  to  me  and  herewith 
returned  are  intended  to  authorize  the  transfer 
to  the  American  Conduit  Construction  Company, 
incorrectly  described  in  the  orders  as  the  Ameri- 
Conduit  &  Construction  Company,  of  all  the 
rights  and  privileges  granted  to  William  R. 
Clark  and  six  others  by  an  order  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  passed  Dec.  31,  1881. 

I  find  that  this  corpoi-ation  consists  of  five 
residents  of  Boston  who  have  organized  a  stock 
company  under  the  laws  of  Maine,  and  located 
it  at  Portland  for  the  purpose,  as  stated  in  the 
certificate,  of  "carrying  on  the  business  of  man- 
ufacturing and  selling  artificial  stone,  and  of 
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constructing  and  leasing  the  same  and  of  licens- 
ing others  to  do  said  business,  with  power  to  ac- 
quire and  hold  property  and  patent  rights  to 
conduct  said  business,  and  to  hold  stock,  in 
other  companies  of  a  similar  nature,  also  con- 
structing, using,  leasing  and  selling  artificial 
stone  conduits,  and  of  licensing  others  to  con- 
struct, lease  and  sell  the  same  with  power  to 
buy,  sell  and  lease  franchises  and  rights." 

The  amount  of  capital  stock  is  put  at  $500,000 ; 
the  amount  of  capital  stock  paid  in,  nothing; 
the  par  value  of  the  shares  $50  each;  only  10 
shares  of  the  stock  have  been  issued,  two  to 
each  person  named  in  the  certificate  of  organi- 
zation, the  balance  of  the  stock  being  owned  by 
the  company. 

The  order  of  Dec.  31,  1881,  above  referred  to, 
authorized  seven  persons  therein  named,  '"to 
construct,  establish  and  maintain,  through  and 
under  the  streets  hereinafter  named  continuous 
lines  of  pipes  or  conduits  in  and  through  which 
to  conduct  wires  for  telegraphic  and  telephone 
communications."  A  doubt  was  raped  atthetime 
as  to  the  right  of  the  Board  to  give  such  a  permit, 
but  the  order  was  passed  at  the  last  meeting  of 
that  year  over  the  mayor's  veto. 

Assuming  that  the  order  of  the  Board  in  1881 
was  valid,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  license 
has  since  lapsed  and  cannot  be  revived  and 
transferred  as  contemplated  by  the  orders  now 
before  your  honor. 

In  the  first  place,  since  the  passage  of  the 
order  of  Dec.  31, 1881,  the  City  Council  has  ex- 
ercised the  power  given  by  the  Public  Statutes, 
Chapter  27,  Section  47,  and  Chapter  28,  Section 
4,  to  pass  ordinances  regulating  the  laying  of 
underground  telegraph  and  telephone  wires. 
[See  Revised  Ordinances  of  1885,  Chapter  26,  Sec- 
tions 33-40.]  Bv  these  ordinances  permits  may 
be  granted  by  the  Board  to  telegraph  and  tele- 

ghone  companies  to  lay  wires  under  the  streets. 
lilt,  as  appears  by  the  certificate  of  organiza- 
tion above  quoted,  the  American  Conduit  Con- 
struction Company  is  neither  a  telegraph  nor  a 
telephone  company,  and,  therefore,  is  not  with- 
in the  provisions  of  the  ordinances. 

Again,  the  order  of  1881  was  a  mere  license. 
It  was  a  personal  privilege  given  to  the  seven 
named  in  the  order.  It  was  never  used,  and  one 
at  least  of  the  persons  named  has  since  died. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  consider  what  vested  rights, 
if  any,  would  survive  if  they  had  exercised  the 
power  given  them.  They  did  not  do  so,  and  the 
order  is  dead.  For  these  reasons  it  seems  to  nie 
that  the  orders  now  under  consideration,  if 
passed,  will  have  no  legal  effect 
Very  respectfully, 

E.  P.  Nettleton. 

Corporation  Counsel. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Hugh  O'Brien, 

Mayor 

The  Chairman— What  is  the  pleasure  of  the 
Board? 

The  Board  voted  on  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll 
to  reconsider  their  former  action. 

The  Chairman — The  question  is  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the' order,  the  veto  of  the  mayor  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

Aid.  Carroll — It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  the  business  men  and  capitalists  of  the  city 
of  Boston  have  a  harder  and  more  severe  time 
to  receive  recognition  from  the  city  of  Boston 
than  other  people  from  other  Slates  and  other 
sections  do.  Repeatedly  has  it  appeared  since  I 
have  been  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
that  where  Boston  capitalists  have  come  to- 
gether, for  the  purpose  let  it  be  admitted  of  ad- 
vancing their  own  interests,  asking  rights! from 
the  city  of  Boston,  that  they  are  constantly  met 
with  opposition  or  a  veto.  Now  I  have  had  the 
pleasure  this  morning,  within  an  hour,  of  hav- 
ing had  a  conversation  with  the  corporation 
counsel,  and  I  differ  with  him  in  relation  to  the 
ideas  which  he  has  advanced  in  the  letter  which 
has  been  presented  here.  If  it  was  an  honest 
and  legitimate  thing  to  do  by  men  who 
were  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on  the  27th 
of  December,  1881,  the  aldermen  who  granted 
those  same  rights  at  the  last  meeting  of  this 
Board  or  the  meeting  before  have  done  only 
what  the  members  of  that  Board  did  who,  I  be- 
lieve, thought  they  were  acting  for  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  city  of  Boston.  On  that  day  the 
bill  was  passed;  on  Dec.  31,  Mayor  Prince,  the 
then  honored  executive  of  this  city,  vetoed  the 
order,  and  that  order  was  passed  over  the  may- 
or's veto  by  the  votes  of  Aid.  Breck— whom  I 


think  every  man  will  admit  had  a  good  charac- 
ter, and  always  by  his  vote  protected  the  inter- 
ests of  the  city — and  Aid.  Caldwell,  Curtis,  Hal- 
d email,  O'Brien,— the  present  honored  executive 
of  this  city,— Slade,  Tucker,  Viles,  Whitten,  and 
Woolley.  I  think  that  in  the  minds  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Boston  the  names  I  have  read  have  al- 
ways held  and  always  will  hold  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  the  entire  community,  as  men 
who  were  serving  in  this  Board  for  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  city.  If  that  was  so  then,  it  is  just 
as  true  today,  and  we  have  done  nothing  here 
only  what  they  themselves  have  done  in  trans- 
ferring to  another  corporation  the  rights  that 
they  themselves  granted.  I  am  very  much  sur- 
prised at  our  receiving  the  veto  at  this  time,  un- 
der the  circumstances,  when  I  know  that  the 
executive  of  this  city  is  as  familiar  with  the 
facts  as  any  member  of  this  Board.  I  do  not 
think  it  is  in  good  judgment  or  good  taste 
that  every  time  a  veto  is  presented  here  to 
this  government  there  should  be  a  suggestion 
about  New  York.  Thank  God,  Boston  is  not 
New  York.  Although  there  may  be  a  good  many 
insinuations  and  reflections  cast  upon  ISlew 
York,  the  time  has  not  yet  arrived  in  Boston 
when  it  can  be  said  to  be  true,  no  matter  what 
the  insinuations  are.  We  have  had  it  charged 
here  that  we  are  coming  to  the  same  state  of 
affairs  that  they  have  had  in  New  York;  we 
have  had  it  charged  here  in  the  matter  of  super- 
heated water  that  we  had  evidence  from  New 
York ;  and  today  another  argument  is  presented 
here  and  the  reason  why  that  veto  should  be 
sustained,  as  given,  is  because  some  ra=cals  in 
New  York  city  said  something,  and  I  for  one  do 
not  propose  to  be  placed  in  the  category  that 
that  statement  or  insinuation  may  imply.  The 
kind  of  conduit  that  is  spoken  of  here,  from 
what  I  can  ascertain  from  engineers  and  others 
whom  I  have  spoken  to,  is  one  of  the  most  im- 
proved style  and  is  the  best  that  is  put  in  in  this 
country,  and  from  what  I  ascertain  other  cities 
and  States  are  applying  for  the  right  to  intro- 
duce it.  Again  to  raise  some  objections  to  the 
order  it  is  said  that  a  lapse  of  time 
has  intervened.  That  is  not  our  fault. 
We  have  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  that. 
If  the  gentlemen  then  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
with  the  sagacity  they  have  always  been  ac- 
credited with,  passed  an  order  that  did  not 
specify  the  time  when  it  should  go  into  effect, 
the  fault  is  theirs  and  not  ours.  If  they  left  that 
out  the  fault  is  theirs  and  the  people  have  a 
right  to  continue  until  something  is  done  to 
talce  that  right  away  from  them,  which  has  not 
been  done  up  to  the  present  time.  Again,  one 
of  the  arguments  that  is  presented  is,  and  I 
might  say  a  silly  ad-gument,  is  the  fact  that  if 
these  12  members  of  the  Board— I  will  simply 
use  this  as  an  illustration— were  to  join  in  a  cor- 
poration or  a  company,  and  ask  from  the  city 
some  rights,  and  those  rights  were  granted,  and 
two  or  three  of  those  men  should  die,  that  the 
other  nine  thereby  lose  all  their  rights  on  ac- 
count of  the  death  of  those  men.  That  argu- 
ment is  so  silly,  in  my  opinion,  that  it  does  not 
require  very  much  brains  to  see  the  defect  in 
any  such  proposition.  Now  I  think  this  as  fair 
a  statement  as  can  be  made.  I  take  this  position, 
and  I  will  take  it  while  I  am  a  member  of  this 
Board;  if  I  vote  on  a  matter,  unless  there  are 
some  good  grounds  presented  to  me  afterwards 
to  cause  me  to  change  my  vote,  I  will  always 
record  my  vote  so  as  to  be  consistent  with  the 
vote  I  have  previously  recorded.  To  .change 
that  vote  I  must  admit  this;  that  those  who  have 
submitted  the  veto  have  presented  grounds  to 
me  that  ought  to  cause  me  to  change  that  vote. 
Such  ground's  not  having  been  presented  to  me 
Ihave  only  to  hope  that  the  order  will  pass  over 
the  mayor's  veto.and  L  propose  to  record  my  vote 
as  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  order,  the  veto 
of  the  mayor  notwithstanding. 

Aid.  Lee--I  would  like  that  portion  of  the  cor- 
poration counsel's  opinion  which  refers  to  un- 
derground wires,  read  again.  I  would  like  to 
know  what  section  is  quoted  there. 

The  Chairman— Evidently  the  corporation 
Counsel  made  a  mistake  in  his  reference. 

Aid.  Lee— I  did  not  ask  that;  I  askod  what  the 
facts  are  before  the  Board. 

The  Chairman— The  portion  the  alderman 
refers  to  is : 

"In  the  first  place,  since  the  passage  of  the 
order  of  Dec.  31,  1881,  the  City  Council  has  ;  ex- 
ercised the  power  given  by  the  Public  Statutes, 
Chap.  27,  Sec.  47  and  Chap.  28,  Sec.  4,  to  pass 
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ordinances  regulating  the  laying  of  underground 
telegraph  and  telephone  wires.  [See  Revised  Or- 
dinances of  1885,  Chap.  26,  Sees.  33-40.  By  these 
ordinances  permits  maybe  granted  by  the  Board 
to  telegraph  and  telephone  companies  to  lay 
wires  under  the  streets.  _  But,  as  appears  by  the 
certificate  of  organization  above  quoted,  the 
American  Conduit  Construction  Company  is 
neither  a  telegraph  nor  a  telephone  company, 
and  therefore  is  not  within  the  provisions  of  the 
ordinances." 

Is  that  the  portion  the  alderman  desires  to 
have  read? 

Aid.  Lee— Yes,  sir.  I  merely  asked  for  the 
reading  of  that  portion  of  the  communication  to 
show  the  inconsistency  and  to  show  tothis  Board 
that  the  communication  is  misleading  in  trying  to 
draw  to  the  attention  of  this  Board  an  ordinance 
which  has  no  bearing  upon  the  case  whatever. 
Now  if  the  corporation  counsel  had  carefully 
guarded  himself  and  had  looked  after  the  opin- 
ion that  he  was  to  give  to  the  executive  of  the 
city,  he  would  have  given  it  correctly  and  have 
referred  the  members  of  this  Board  to  Chapter 
28,  Sections  25  and  33  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
and  not  have  lead  us  to  Chapter  26,  which  gov- 
erns the  Police  Department  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton. I  also  desire  to  say  at  this  time  that  I  am 
going  to  maintain  the  position  that  I  maintained 
in  voting  for  the  passage  of  this  order.  I  am  go- 
ing to  maintain  it,  noth withstanding  the  objec- 
tions which  have  been  sent  in  here  by  His  Honor 
the  Mayor,  and  the  opinion  of  the  corporation 
counsel  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  Simply 
for  this  reason  that  many  times,  sir,  have  heads 
of  departments  and  members  of  the  City  Council 
approached  the  corporation  counsel  and  asked 
him  in  relation  to  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  and  have  been  told,  sir,  that 
any  order  passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  as 
a  separate  branch,  or  by  the  City  Council,  super- 
seded any  ordinance  that  may  have  been  made 
before.  Therefore  it  seems  to  me,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, although  not  being  a  lawyer,  that  his 
opinion  on  this  point  must  be  wrong,  or  that  the 
opinions  he  has  given  heretofore,  on  orders  that 
have  been  passed  by  this  branch,  or  by  the  City 
Council,  have  been  wrong.  Now,  sir,  I  do  not 
know  what  position  he  intends  to  take,  nor  do  I 
care.  It  seems  to  me,  sir,  that  the  City  Council 
and  the  citizens  of  Boston  demand  that  some 
relief  be  given  them  from  the  network  which 
now  overhangs  your  city.  Great  stress  is  laid 
upon  the  point  that  the  American  Conduit  Com- 
pany is  chartered  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of 
Maine.  That  may  be  so,  Mr.  Chairman,  but,  sir, 
you  can  point  to  instances  today  where  compa- 
nies are  receiving  large  privileges  from  your 
city,  and  the  bills  approved  and  contracts  made 
with  them,  sir,  where  they  have  organized'un- 
der  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Maine.  I  do  not  de- 
sire to  point  out  any  company  in  particular,  hut 
there  is  not  a  member  of  this  Board  but  that  can 
draw  the  inference.  If  it  was  a  proper  thing 
in  1881  to  grant  to  Messrs.  Clark  and  others 
a  right  to  dig  up  our  streets  and  lay  pipes,  it 
seems  to  me,  sir,  that  it  is  of  more  importance 
today  to  the  city  of  Boston  that  the  telephone 
and  telegraph,  and,  sir,  I  will  add  the  electric- 
light  wires,  be  placed  underground,  and  I  would 
put  the  electric-light  wires  first,  because  those 
wires  are  more  dangerous  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  city  of  Boston  than  any  others  I  know  of. 
Now,  I  will  not  detain  the  Board  with  any 
further  remarks,  but,  as  I  said  before,  I  will  vote 
for  the  passage  of  this  order,  the  veto  of  the 
mayor  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— If  there  is  any  one  thing  in 
the  city  of  Boston  which  I  think  the  people  de- 
mand, it  is  that  the  wires  be  placed  underground, 
and,  if  there  is  anything  that  this  Board  can  do 
to  assist  the  companies  in  doing  it,  I  think  it  is 
our  duty  to  do  that.  But  it  seems  to  me  that 
this  has  laid  so  long  without  having  any  action 
taken  in  it  that  there  can  be  no  harm  clone  by 
postponing  it  until  our  next  meeting.  One  of 
the  members  has  gone  who  had  considerable  to 
say  on  this  subject  at  the  last  meeting  at  which 
the  question  came  up. 

Aid.  Bromwich— If  the  gentleman  will  allow 
me,  I  will  say  that  it  has  not  laid  along  for  so 
many  years.  It  is  a  mistake,  there  has  been 
work  done  in  it  within  the  last  few  years. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— As  has  already  been  stated 
here  it  was  desirable  that  the  order  should  pass 
a  number  of  years  ago,  it  is  even  more  desirable, 
if  possible,  to  pass  it  at  the  present  time.  But 
the  veto  message  is  somewhat  long,  and  a  part 


of  it  I  could  not  hear,  therefore,  I  would  like 
more  time  to  consider  it,  and  I  will  move  that 
this  matter  lie  on  the  table  until  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  Board. 

Aid.  Carroll— Do  I  understand  that  that 
motion  cuts  off  debate? 

The  Chairman— Yes,  sir. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— If  the  gentleman  desires  to 
debate  the  matter,  I  should  withdraw  the 
motion. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  do  not  desire  to  speak  on  the 
matter,  only  I  hope  the  matter  won't  lie  on  the 
table,  that  is  all. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  withdrew  the  motion  to  lay 
on  the  teble,  and  moved  that  further  consider- 
ation be  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Board. 

Aid.  Carroll— Mr.  Chairman. 

The  Chairman— Does  the  alderman  object  to 
the  motion  to  assign? 

Aid.  Carroll— No,  sir;  I  didn't  intend  to 
speak  to  the  question. 

The  Chairman— Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  moves  that 
further  consideration  be  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Board. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  thing  there  isn't  a  member 
of  the  Board  but  who  knows  the  contents  of  the 
message,  and  I  think  the  alderman  knows  what 
the  objections  are,  and  the  serious  objections 
which  the  mayor  claims  that  they  are  to  the 
passage  of  the  order.  For  one,  I  hope  that  we 
will  acton  the'matter  today. 

The  Chairman— The  question  comes  on  the 
rrotion  to  assign,  upon  which  Aid.  Carroll  calls 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  lost;  yeas  3,  nays  8: 

Yeas— Aid.  Allen,  Haynes,  C.  W.  Smith— 3. 

Nays— Aid.  Bromwich,  Capen,  Carroll,  Dono- 
van, Lee,  Maguire,  McLaughlin,  Sullivan— 8. 

The  Chairman— The  question  is  on  the  pass- 
age of  the  order,  the  veto  of  the  mayor' to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

The  order  was  passed,  the  veto  of  the  mayor 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding;  yeas  8,  nays 
3: 

Yeas— Aid.  Bromwich,  Capen,  Carroll,  Dono- 
van, Lee,  Maguire,  McLaughlin,  Sullivan— 8. 

Nays— Aid.  Allen,  Haynes,  C.  W".  Smith— 3. 

the  appropriation  bill. 

The  Appropriation  bill  (City  Document  76),  as 
amended  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  sent 
down  to  Common  Council  for  concurrence, 
comes  back  concurred,  with  the  following 
amendments : 

At  "G"  insert: 

"Ordered,  That  at  each  stated  period  fixed  by 
law  for  the  payment  of  salaries  the  city  auditor 
shall  audit  and  allow  for  payment  all  proper 
requisitions  from  each  department  or  board  for 
the  proportionate  amount  of  its  salary  item  in 
its  appropriation  hereinafter  made.  Provided, 
however,  that  the  number  of  regular  clerks  or 
assistants  receiving  salaries  in  any  department 
shali  not  be  decreased  from  the  number  shown 
by  its  pay-rolls  for  March,  1887,  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  City  Council." 

At  "H"  insert  "and  for  the  removal  of  gravel 
if  desired." 

At  "I"  strike  out  "Eliot"  and  insert  "Cush- 
man." 

At  "J"  add  "and  removal  of  water-closets." 

At  "K"  insert  the  following: 

"Ordered,  That  of  the  appropriation  for  paving, 
not  more  than  90  per  cent  shall  be  expended  or 
anticipated  by  contracts,  before  December  1, 
1887;  the  appropriations  for  public  buildings, 
ordinary  expenses,  and  public  buildings,  school- 
houses,  shall  be  subject  to  such  spe- 
cial orders  as  the  City  Council  may  pass  before 
.Inly  15,  1887,  and  the  appropriations  for  paving, 
lamps  and  sewers  shall  he  subject  to  the  .special 
directions  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
All  appropriations  for  the  ordinary  ex- 
penditures of  the  departments,  and  the 
care,  custody  and  maintenance  of  the 
public  property,  shall  be  made  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  departments  or  boards  in  charge, 
subject  to  any  specific  orders  hereafter  passed 
by  the  City  Council,  and  the  auditor  shall 
allow  drafts  against  them  for  such  a  proportion- 
ate amount  monthly  as  is  reasonable  and  cus- 
tomary." 

The  Chairman— The  question  is  on  concu)  ring 
with  the  Common  Council. 

Aid.  Carroll— If  it  is  in  order,  I  would  like  to 
call  for  a  division  of  the  question,  not  in  relation 
to  the  items  of  the  bill,  but  in  relation  to  the 
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amendments  to  the  order.  In  relation  to  that 
part  of  it  which  says : 

"At  'G'  insert :  Ordered,  That  at  each  stated 
period  fixed  by  law  for  the  payment  of  salaries 
the  city  auditor  shall  audit  and  allow  for  pay- 
ment," etc. 

I  raise  this  point  of  order  Mr.  Chairman,  that 
that  is  in  conflict  with  the  city  charter.  That 
point  of  order  I  raised  last  year,  Mr.  Chairman, 
and  then  you  yourself  as  acting  chairman,  sus- 
tained that  point  of  order.  Where  it  comes  in 
conflict  is  on  page  43  of  the  city  charter,  Sec.  5, 
wherein  it  states  that: 

"Sec.  5.  All  officers  and  boards  included 
under  the  provisions  of  Section  1  shall  appoint 
their  respective  subordinates  for  such  terms  of 
service  respectively  as  are  or  may  be  fixed  by 
law  or  ordinance.  The  said  officers  and  boards 
may  remove  such  subordinates  for  such  cause  as 
they  may  deem  sufficient  and  shall  assign  in 
their  order  for  removal." 

Now  I  think  the  members  of  the  Board  will 
easily  see  that  that  is  in  immediate  conflict.  It 
is  in  this  which  says  they  shall  not  decrease  the 
force,  while  the  city  charter  leaves  it  entirely 
in  the  province  of  the  heads  of  the  departments 
to  do  so. 

In  Section  1,  Chapter  4  of  the  Revised  Or- 
dinances of  1885.  it  says : 

"The  term  of  office  of  all  subordinates  in  the 
several  departments  whose  compensation  is 
specifically  fixed  by  ordinance  or  provided  for 
by  appropriation,  shall  be  deemed  to  continue 
so  long  as  the  appropriation  therefor  is  re- 
newed, unless  they  are  removed  by  their  respec- 
tive superiors  according  to  law,  or  discharged 
as  unnecessary." 

That  is  in  keeping  with  the  city  charter, 
while  the  order  that  comes  up  from  the 
Common  Council  is  in  conflict  with  it.  I 
raise  the  point  of  order  that  we  should  not 
consider  that  matter  at  all.  I  would  like  to 
have  the  Chair  rule  on  that  point,  as  I  have  sev- 
eral other  matters  besides  this  upon  which  I 
wish  to  ask  his  decision. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  will  rule  that  un- 
der Section  5  of  the  charter,  as  amended  by 
Chapter  266  of  the  Acts  of  1885,  the  point  of  order 
is  well  taken. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  would  also  raise  a  question 
in  regard  to  the  part  that  comes  from  the  Com- 
mon Council  as  follows; 

"Ordered,  That  of  the  appropriation  for  pav- 
ing not  more  than  90  per  cent  shall  be  expended 
or  anticipated  by  contracts,"  etc. 

Where  it  savs,  "All  appropriations  for  the  or- 
dinary expenditures  of  the  departments,  and  the 
care,  custody,  and  maintenance  of  the  public 
property,  shall  be  made  at  the  discretion  of  the 
departments  or  boards  in  charge,"  is  what  I  de- 
sire particularly  to  call  attention  to.  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  believe  that  the  city  charter  covers  that 
in  Section  9,  page  45.  1  will  read  the  entire  sec- 
tion : 

"When  an  ordinance,  order,  resolution,  or  vote 
of  the  City  Council,  or  of  either  branch  thereof, 
involving  the  appropriation  or  expenditure  of 
money,  or  the  raising  of  a  tax,  and  including 
separate  items  or  sums — " 

Now  there  is  where  technically  there  may  be 
an  objection.  Whether  or  not  an  order  or  a  res- 
olution, or  anything  that  is  tied  to  an  Appropri- 
ation bill,  can  be  construed  as  an  item  is  some- 
thing which  will  require,  I  suppose,  the  legal 
fraternity  of  the  city  to  decide.  My  own  im- 
pression is  that  everything  in  a  bill,  whether 
resolution,  or  statute,  or  anything  else,  is  an 
item.  But  I  believe  the  Common  Council  may 
have  some  doubt  about  that  and  that  is  why  I 
want  to  call  your  attention  to  that  particular 
fact.    To  continue : 

"He  may  approve  some  of  the  items  or  sums, 
and  disapprove  others;  and  in  case  of  such  dis- 
approval, the  portion  of  the  ordinance,  order, 
resolution  or  vote  so  approved  shall  he  in  force." 

There  I  claim  that  the  mayor  has  the  right,  if 
you  pass  this  bill  aj  it  is  today,  coming  front  the 
Common  Council,  to  approve  the  Appropriation 
bill  as  far  as  the  amounts  are  concerned,  and 
has  the  right,  under  that,  to  cut  out  evey  order 
and  everything  else  in  the  bill  that  he  disap- 
proves of.  That  is  the  position  I  take,  while 
others  may  differ  with  me,  and  I  think  it  is 
as  clear  as  language  can  place  it: 

"The  items  or  sums  so  disapproved  shall  not 
be  in  force  unless  passed  in  the  manner  pro- 
vided in  Section  47  of  Chapter  448  of  the  acts  of 
the  year  1854." 


There  isn't  a  member  of  the  Board  who  would 
be  more  cheerful  to  have  what  is  desired  in 
accordance  with  the  law  than  I  would ;  but  you 
cannot  take  action  contrary  to  the  law.  We  are 
governed  by  the  law,  and  in  my  judgment  the 
charter,  supported  by  the  ordinances,  does  not 
allow  that  to  be  done.  If  you  will  refer  to  Sec- 
tion 6  of  the  new  city  charter,  on  page  43,  you 
will  see  that  it  reads  as  follows: 

"The  executive  powers  of  said  city,  and  all 
the  executive  powers  now  vested  in  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  as  such,  as  surveyors  of  highways, 
county  commissioners  or  otherwise,  shall  be 
and  hereby  are  vested  in  the  mayor,  to  be  exer- 
cised through  the  several  officers  and  boards  of 
the  city  hi  their  respective  departments,  under 
his  general  supervision  and  control." 

I  think  every  member  must  readily  see  that 
that  order  that  comes  from  the  Council  is  in  en- 
tire conflict  with  that  section  which  I  have  just 
read : 

"Such  officers  and  boards  shall,  in  their  re- 
spective departments,  make  all  necessary  con- 
tracts for  the  employment  of  labor,  the  supply 
of  materials,  and  the  construction,  alteration 
and  repair  of  all  public  works  and  buildings, 
and  have  the  entire  care,  custody  and  man- 
agement of  all  public  works,  institutions, 
buildings  and  other  property,  and  the  direction 
and  control  of  all  the  executive  and  adminis- 
trative business  of  said  city." 

Mr.  Chairman,  and  gentlemen  of  the  Board,  if 
you  will  carefully  look  over  that  section  you 
will  see  that  this  matter  coming  from  this  Coun- 
cil is  in  conflict  with  it. 

"They  shall  be  at  all  times  accountable  for 
the  proper  discharge  of  their  duties  to  the 
mayor." 

How  can  they  be  accountable  and  responsible 
if  this  Board  or  the  City  Council  can  control  the 
expenditure  of  money?  It  is  something  that  I 
want  to  go  on  record  as  not  being  in  sympathy 
with.  I  think  that  this  Board  and  the  Council 
ought  to  have  something  to  say  in  regard  to  the 
expenditure  of  money.  The  law  says  they  shall 
not  have  any  such  power,  and  I  propose  to  fol- 
low the  law :  and  while  the  law  is  as  it  is,  I  pro 
pose  for  one,  as  a  Democratic  member  of  this 
Board,  to  give  my  support  to  the  city  charter, 
believing  that  if  the  law  is  bad  the  best  way  to 
get  rid  of  a  bad  law  is  to  make  the  people  and 
the  government  live  up  to  it.  I  raise  the  poin 
of  order  that  this  is  contrary  to  the  city  charter. 

The  Chairman — The  Chair  will  rule  on  the 
point  of  order  as  raised  by  the  gentleman,  that 
under  Chapter  266  of  the  Statutes  of  1885,  Sec- 
tion 6,  the  point  of  order  is  well  taken. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  now  move  you,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, that  as  regards  the  amendments  G  and  K 
we  adhere  to  our  former  action. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

Aid.  Lee  —I  now  move  you  that  we  concur  in 
the  amendments  H,  I,  and  J. 

Aid.  C.  \V.  Smith— I  would  like  to  inquire  of 
the  Committee  on  Schoolhouses  why  "Eliot"  is 
stricken  out  and  "Cushman"  inserted? 

Aid.  McLaughlin— Mr.  Chairman,  repairs  are 
necessary  in  both  these  schoolhouses.  The  Eliot 
schoolhouse  is  a  schoolhouso  for  boys  ranging 
from  12  to  15  and  16  years  of  age.  The 
Cushman  School  has  about  800  or  900  girls  there 
who  average  about  9  years  of  age.  I  suppose  that 
it  was  considered  that  if  either  of  the  schools 
was  to  be  repaired,  that  the  best  plan  would  be 
to  repair  the  Cushman  School  on  account  of  the 
t ender  age  of  the  children  who  attend  that  school. 
The  vaults  in  the  Cushman  School  are  all  in  the 
yard,  and  there  are  four  furnaces  in  the  cellar. 
I  had  occasion  about  two  months  ago,  being 
called  there  by  the  master  of  the  school,  to  go 
down  into  the  cellar,  and  the  smell  of  gas  would 
pretty  nearly  stifle  anybody.  The  master  was 
very  anxious  that  the  school  should  be  fixed, 
and  on  account  of  the  age  of  the  children,  being 
all  little  girls  about  nine  years  of  age,  I  felt  that 
i[  either  of  the  schools  was  to.be  repaired  the 
( Sush  man  school  should  have  the  preference  over 
t  he  Eliot  school,  because  if  there  were  any  hard- 
ships to  bo  endured  they  could  lie  much  better 
endured  by  boys  than  by  little  girls. 

The  Chairman— The  question  ison  the  passage 
of  the  several  items  in  concurrence  with  the 
Common  Council.    The  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  rise  to  a  question  of  informa- 
tion. If  I  understood  aright,  the  Council  has 
concurred  with  us,  and  the  only  difference  is  a 
dispute  on  the  orders.  What  I  desire  to  ask  from 
the  Chair  is  the  ruling  as  to  whether  it  is  noces- 
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sary  that  we  should  pass  the  bill  again  by 
items. 

The  Chairman— The  question  just  now  is 
whether  this  Board  shall  concur  with  the 
Common  Council  in  that  amendment,  and  in  or- 
der to  make  sure  of  the  bill  the  Chair  desires  at 
this  time  to  take  the  vote  by  yeas  and  nays,  in 
order  that  no  question  may  arise  hereafter  in 
regard  to  it ;  and,  therefore,  I  would  ask  that 
the  yeas  and  nays  be  taken  on  the  question  of 
concurring-  with  the  Common  Council  in  these 
several  items. 

Aid.  Cakroll— That  is  different  from  what  I 
understood  you  before. 

Aid.  Lee— I  understand  that  the  question  is 
that  we  concur  with  the  Common  Council  in  the 
amendments  H,  I,  J.  The  Board  has  already 
taken  action  on  G  and  K. 

The  Chairman— That  is  all.  The  other  items 
are  not  before  the  Board  for  action.  These  are  the 
only  items  before  the  Board  for  action  at  this 
time,  The  Chair.desires  to  say  for  the  information 
of  the  Board  that  the  question  now  comes  for 
concurrence  on  the  items  H,  I  and  J,  not  on  the 
whole  bill.  If  the  members  of  the  Board  mis- 
understood the  Chair  he  desires  the  members  to 
thoroughly  understand  that  the  question  for 
concurrence  is  only  on  these  three  items,  H,  I 
and  J,  which  this  Board  has  just  been  consider- 
ing. 


Aid.  Bromwich— I  think  that  the  whole  Board 
understood  certainly  that  the  vote  would  not 
be  taken  on  any  of  the  items  which  were  con- 
curred in  by  the  Council, 

Aid.  Carroll— I  must  say  that  I  will  have  to 
submit  to  the  Chair  that  in  making  the  state- 
ments which  he  has  just  made,  he  has  removed 
the  impression  that  he  created  by  his  previous 
statements.  I  believe  now  that  the  statement 
which  the  Chair  makes  removes  the  impres- 
sion that  his  first  statement  made  upon  some 
of  the  members. 

The  Chairman— If  the  Chair  conveyed  the 
wrong  impression  lie  is  very  sorry,  but  it  was 
not  his  intention  to  have  it  conveyed  in  that 
way.  The  only  matters  before  the  Board  are 
the  three  items  H,  I  and  J. 

The  Board  voted  to  concur  with  the  Council 
in  the  three  items  H,  I  and  J;  yeas  11,  nays 
none. 

The  Chairman— The  business  for  which  this 
Board  is  convened  has  been  accomplished. 

Adjourned  on  motion  of  Aid.  Allen,  at  1,52  P.M. 


[Correction.— The  reporter  has  received  a 
request  from  the  corporation  counsel  to  correct 
the  citation  in  the  sixth  paragraph  of  his  opin- 
ion, so  that  it  will  read,  "Chapter  28,  Sections  25- 
32,    instead  of  "Chapter  26,  Sections  33-40." 
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Special  Meeting  of  the  Common  Council. 


Friday,  April  29, 1887. 

Special  meeting  of  the  Common  Council 
under  call  of  the  mayor,  to  consider  the  Appro- 
priation bill,  and  whatever  other  matters  might 
come  before  it. 

The  call  was  placed  on  file. 

The  clerk  called  the  roll,  with  the  following 
result : 

Present  —  Atwood.  Barry,  Blume,  Carroll, 
Chamberlain,  Cochran.  Coyle,  Davern,  Dewey, 
Duggan.  Dunn,  Fisher,  Foss,  Fottler,  Fowler, 
Frost,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Haggerty,  Hayes.  Kelley, 
Ladd,  Lattimore,  Leary.  McEnaney,  McKenna, 
MeNary,  F.  Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  J.  Mur- 
phy, W.  H.  Murphy,  Reilly.  Richards,  Sanger, 
Shaw,  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan, 
Simdberg,  Teevens,  Thaver,  Whall,  Whitmore, 
"Wilson— 43. 

Absent— Bowman,  Burr,  Carstensen.  Clark, 
Coleman,  Connolly,  Desmond,  Dolan,  J.  Galla- 
gher, Gomez,  Harrington,  Keliher,  Kennedy, 
Lauteu,  Light,  Mahoney.  J.  Murphy,  Norton, 
Nunan,  O'Mealey,  Perkins,  Perry,  C.  C.  Pow- 
ers, E.  J.  Powers,  Short,  Snow,  Tracy,  Tuttle, 
Webster— 29. 

THE  APPROPRIATION  BILL, 

The  clerk  stated  that  the  Appropriation  bill 
came  from  the  Board  concurred  in  the  items 
"H,"  "I"  and  "J,"  and  non-concurred  in  the 
items  "G"  and  "K." 

Mr.  Whitmore- I  move  that  the  Council  in- 
sist upon  its  former  action,  and  ask  for  a  com- 
mittee of  conference.  I  believe  that  every  mem- 
ber here  present  joins  with  me  hi  the  amazement 
which  he  felt  at  receiving  a  notice  to  attend  this 
meeting.  I  believe  that  it  is  not  to  be  paralleled 
in  the  history  of  this  Council,  that  it  has  been 
summoned  together  at  something  like  seven 
hours'  notice,  and  I  think  we  will  agree  that 
the  provocation  or  cause  for  this  extra  meeting 
does  not  in  any  degree  warrant  such  a  course. 
It  may  be  strictly  legal ;  it  is  certainly  very  in- 
convenient to  most  of  the  members,  and  I 
firmly  believe  has  resulted  in  injustice  to 
a  great  many  members  who  cannot  have  re- 
ceived their  notice  in  the  time  given.  More- 
over, the  matters  which  we  have  to  act  upon 
are  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
between  1  and  2  o'clock,  of  which  proceed- 
ings we  have  no  official  notice,  and  owing  to 
the  short  space  of  time  we  have  not  even  the 
assistance  of  the  newspapers  to  give  us  any 
official  report  of  what  there  took  place.  I  have 
felt  it  necessary  to  inquire  of  the  official  reporter 
and  to  have  his  notes  read  to  see  what  action 
was  taken  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  regard 
to  this  Appropriation  bill.  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
sir,  that  I  cannot  see  that  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men acted  properly  in  any  respect,  and  I  intend 
to  treat  them  in  the  fairest  manner  by  waiving 
any  technical  point.  I  do  not  believe  that  there 
can  be  shown  to  have  been  any  vote  by  which 
they  refused  to  concur  with  us  in  the  passage  of 
those  two  orders,  but,  sir*  I  will  take  it  for 
granted  that  they  intended  to  leave  us  to  refuse 
to  concur,  and  therefore  I  will  proceed  upon  the 
supposition  that  all  the  proceedings  were  legal, 
if  not  strictly  correct  in  form.  Now,  Mr. 
President,  the  report  of  the  official  reporter 
shows  that  Aid.  Carroll  raised  an  objec- 
tion to  these  two  orders  as  being  contrary 
to  the  city  charter,  and  that  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  was  that  such  was  the  fact.  I  believe,  sir, 
that  it  is  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  this  body 
for  one  branch  to  undertake  to  pass  in  advance 
on  the  legality  of  any  action  taken  by  the  other 
branch.  Such  a  matter  is  often  given  as  sf  rea- 
son for  non-concurring  with  the  action  of  the 
other  branch.  I  don't  believe,  sir,  that  it  has 
ever  happened  before  that  the  Chairman  of 
either  branch  has  undertaken  to  settle  by  his 
own  decision,  such  an  important  and  widely 
reaching  point  as  that  any  action  of  ours  was 
illegal.  The  Chairman  of  the  Board  in  this 
particular  case  has,  so  sure  as  you  are  sitting 
there,  made  an  utterly  wrong  and  absurd  de- 


cision. Those  two  orders  are  strictly  in  accord- 
ance with  law.  I  say  so  because  they  are 
strictly  in  accordance  with  the  written  and 
printed  opinion  of  Mr.  Nettleton,  the  corporation 
counsel,  given  to  this  body  and  printed  m  Docu- 
ment 21  of  last  year.  I  shall  read  ■  that 
decision  in  a  moment,  and  I  will  say 
again,  sir,  if  there  is  any  force  in  language, 
that  the  corporation  counsel  has  in  the  plainest 
manner  stated  exactly  this  case,  and  those  two 
orders  were  drawn  last  year  in  strict  ac- 
cordance with  his  decision.  I  will  go  one  step 
further.  I  will  say  that  last  year  when  those 
orders  went  down  from  this  body,  that  Aid. 
Carroll,  and  Aid.  Donovan  both  voted  in  favor 
of  them  and  stood  by  them,  and  more  than  that, 
sir,  that  Mr.  Lee  of  this  branch— Now  Aid. 
Lee— as  a  member  of  this  body  at  that  time, 
got  up,  and  on  the  floor  of  this  house  defended 
the  legality  and  propriety  of  those  very  orders. 
There  were  three  members  of  the  city  govern- 
ment, whose  knowledge  of  the  subject  must  be 
conceded  because  they  were  here  when  this  docu- 
ment was  passed,  and  they  also  voted  in  regard 
to  these  same  orders  last  year.  Now  I  desire  to 
point  out  briefly  exactly  how  the  matter  stands, 
even  on  the  ground  on  which  they  were  rejected. 
After  the  new  charter  was  passed  —  and  last 
year  was  the  first  time  when  it  was  necessary  to 
ref  rame  our  ordinances— the  Committee  on  Joint 
Rules  went  to  work  and  had  to  strike  out  all 
those  clauses,  by  which  the  various  committees 
were  given  charge  of  the  appropriations.  There 
was  no  dispute  whatever  that  under  the  new 
charter  the  committees  could  not  act,  and  then 
the  important  question  came  up,  whether  or 
not,  when  an  appropriation  was  passed  it  went 
unreservedly  into  the  hands  of  the  head  of  a 
department,  or  whether  the  City  Council  could 
still  retain  a  certain  amount  of  control  over  it. 
That  matter  came  up,  sir,  and  was  considered, 
and  in  this  document  I  have  referred  to,  is  the 
written  opinion  of  Mr.  Nettleton,  exactly  on 
that  point  and  no  other.  Now  what  he  says  is 
this: 

The  powers  given  to  the  City  Council  by  the  charter 
(Sts.  1821,  ch.  110.  §15;  1854,  ch.  448,  §  37)  "to  make 
appropriations  of  all  public  moneys,"  were  not  altered  by 
the  act  passed  last  year  to  amend  the  charter  (St.  1885, 
ch.  266). 

No  appropriations  can  be  made  except  for  purposes 
authorized  by  the  Legislature;  but,  subject  to  this  limita- 
tion, the  Council  must  determine  the  objects  for  which 
appropriations  shall  be  made,  and  the  amount  of  such  ap- 
propriations. The  Council  in  its  order  should  so  far  de- 
fine the  purposes  and  amounts  as  to  show  that  they  are, 
either  by  express  terms  or  by  necessary  implication  .within 
the  provisions  of  the  statutes;  and  it  may,  beyond  this, 
sub-divide  the  appropriations  within  reasonable  limits,  as 
it  may  deem  to  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  city.  It 
may  also  — 

And  here  is  the  whole  nub  of  the  question- 
by  a  general  provision  authorize  the  several  boards  and 
heads  of  departments  to  expend  the  money  for  the  purposes 
named,  or  may  provide  that  no  part  of  an  appropriation 
shall  be  expended,  unless  required  by  law,  without  the 
further  order  of  the  City  Council. 

Mr.  President,  I  say  again  that  it  is  im- 
possible for  the  English  language  to  be  plainer 
than  that.  Now,  Mr.  Nettleton  has  said  that 
there  is  one  of  two  things  which  can  be  done ; 
you  may  pass  that  appropriation  and  with  it  an 
order  putting  it  unreservedly  into  the  hands  of 
the  departments,  or  you  may  pass  an  order 
stating  that  these  are  subject  to  such  fur- 
ther orders  as  the  City  Council  may  give.  Now, 
when  the  Appropriation  bill  came  up  there  was 
put  in  for  the  first  time  an  order  introduced  by 
the  Republicans  of  the  committee  as  embodying 
their  views,  and  giving  the  power  unreservedly 
to  the  heads  of  departments  to  spend  the  appro- 
priation without  any  further  instruction.  That 
came  down  to  this  body  from  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen, and  I  then  moved  the  original  orders 
which  are  before  us  tonight  as  an  amendment 
thereto.  It  was  adopted  by  a  large  vote,  and,  I 
regret  to  state,  pretty  nearly  by  a  party  vote. 
In  point  of  fact,  they  were  two  things  equally 
possible  to  be  done,  and  equally  legal.  The  Re- 
publicans, as  a  rule,  wished  to  give  the  whole 
control  to  the  heads  of  departments,  and  the 
Democrats  wished  still  to  retain  a  certain  power, 
just  as  much  as  is  included  in  this  order,  over 
the  appropriations  therefor.  Now  what  became 
of  those  orders'/  Down  in  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men the  substitute  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  7  to  5; 
it  came  back  to  this  body,  and  we  insisted  upon 
our  action.  We  insisted,  not  once,  but  three 
times,  on  standing  by  our  action  and  including 
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these  orders.  Finally  there  was  appointed  at 
last  a  conference  committee,  and  as  I  was 
one  of  that  committee,  I  can  speak  by  authori- 
ty, and  I  will  also  refer  to  the  record 
which  I  have  looked  up  tonight.  The  result  of 
it  was  we  were  all  anxious,  the  6th  day  of  May 
having  arrived,  to  pass  the  appropriation  bill, 
and  finally  it  was  agreed  in  that  conference 
committee  that  both  orders  should  be  with- 
drawn—the order  which  had  been  framed  by 
the  Republicans  and  the  order  wbich  had  been 
passed  by  the  Democrats.  They  agreed  to  drop 
them  out  entirely  and  let  the  bill  come  in  with- 
out any  vote  passed  whatever.  What  was  the 
result  of  that?  For  the  rest  of  the  year  we 
have  gone  on  without  any  restriction  whatever, 
doing  exactly  what  my  orders  contemplate. 
The  Board  of  Aldermen  has  at  almost  every  ses- 
sion passed  orders  directing  the  superintend- 
ent of  buildings  to  do  this  thing  or  the 
other.  It  has  passed  orders  directing  the 
superintendent  of  Common  to  do  certain  things 
in  his  department,  and,  in  fact,  sir,  wherever  we 
have  seen  any  necessity  for,  passing  a  specific 
order,  we  have  come  in  and  done  so,  and  it  has 
been  legal  and  it  bas  been  carried  out.  Now, 
in  the  face  of  that,  I  say  tihat  the  ruling  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Board  is  to  me  simply  incom- 
prehensible. If  the  Board  of  Aldermen  had  de- 
cided that  they;  didn't  wish  to  take  the  slightest 
advice  from  this  branch,  that  would  be  a  differ- 
ent matter.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  very  often 
the  feeling  of  being  a  member  of  the  other 
branch  leads  members  to  vote  very  differently 
from  what  they  did  when  they  were  mem- 
bers of  this  body,  on  matters  of  dispute  be- 
tween the  two  branches;  but  in  this  case, 
sir,  the  matter  stands  exactly  thus:  My 
order,  I  can  assert,  is  strictly  legal.  I  will 
defy  any  man  to  get  up  tonight  and  point  out 
that  under  Mr.  Nettleton's  opinion  my  order  is 
not  legal.  My  orders  are  also  strictly  in  accord- 
ance with  what  has  been  done  in  the  past  year 
and  what  wall  be  done  in  the  future  by  the  Board 
of  Aldermen.  And,  sir,  I  hope  that  this  Coun- 
cil, having  understood  the  fact;  having  under- 
stood that  there  is  no  necessity  for  hurrying  the 
matter,  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  this  extra 
meeting  tonight,  will  agjee  with  me  that  the 
proper  thing  to  do  is  to  insist  upon  our  former 
action  and  call  for  a  committee  of  conference, 
and  then,  sir,  I  venture  to  say  that  the  corpora- 
tion counsel  will  stand  up  to  his  written  opin- 
ion. He  will  say  the  orders  are  legal,,  although 
it  isn't,  of  course,  for  me  to  say  which  of  the  two 
kinds  of  orders  it  is  advisable  should  be  passed, 
and  more  than  that,  sir,  if  my  order  is  notpassod 
the  other  order  should  be  passed,  because  some 
order  should  be  passed  or  the  various  depart- 
ments cannot  legally  spend  a  cent  of  their  appro- 
priations. This  isn't  a  case  where,  if  the  Council 
recedes  and  simply  wipes  out  those  orders,  the 
thing  will  stand  by  itself  and  the  appropriations 
will  go  on.  I  say,  sir,  if  they  simply  go  on  and 
strike  out  those  orders  and  do  not  pass  the  other 
order,  which  the  Republicans  put  in— which  is 
Jogioal  from  their  point  of  view— if  they  don't 
do  that,  sir,  my  impression  is  very  strong 
that  the  question  will  he  settled  in  the  courts 
before  one  single  cent  of  the  appropriations  this 
year  will  be  allowed  to  be  spent  by  any  head  of 
a  department.  There  is  the  statement  of  the 
corporation  counsel,  as  I  read  it,  of  the  only  two 
ways  in  which  we  can  do  this.  As  a  member  of 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  it  might  be 
said  that  I  am  responsible  for  coming  in  with  a 
report  which  did  hot  provide  one  or  the  other 
methods  of  going  on,  and  I  merely  make 
the  explanation,  as  I  did  the  other  nteht, 
that  when  the  Appropriation  Committee  had 
passed  all  the  items,  they  said  to  the  clerk 
the  city  auditor  will  make  up  the  customary 
orders,"  and  no  member  of  that  committee,  to 
the  best  of  my  knowledge,  ever  saw  the  report 
again  until  it  was  in  print.  I  know  I  didn't,  and 
I  don't  think  any  other  member  of  the  commit- 
tee did.  The  mistake  which  was  made  in  that 
case  was  simply  this,  that  last  year  for  the  sake 
of  compromise  on  the  financial  part  of  the  bill, 
both  sides  dropped  out  the  order,  and  the  ques- 
tion was  never  raised  and  never  decided ;  but  the 
two  branches  went  on  and  acted  in  accordance 
with  my  order.  Under  those  circumstances  it 
was  not  a  point  for  me  to  raise  that  they  were 
acting  illegally.  Now,  this  is  a  most  serious  and 
important  matter  for  this  Council  to  consider. 
I  hope  that  whatever  is  done  will  be  done  in  this 
way.    If  any  gentleman  is  dissatislicd  with  these 


orders  I  hope  he  will  put  in  the  order  of  last 
year— the  Republican  order — and  if  that  is  done 
I  will  vote  for  it.  I  will  stand  by  him  if 
the  majority  of  this  Council  want  it;  but 
I  say,  sir,  that  we  must  put  in  one  order  or  the 
other,  and  I  will  say  here  again  that  the  act 
which  we  passed  last  year  was  the  vote  of  the 
Democratic  majority  of  the  Council  and  it  was 
voted  for  by  the  Democratic  minority  in  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  It  is,  in  my  view,  a  legal 
and  a  proper  method  of  looking  at  the  city 
charter.  That  it  is  a  legal  proposition  was  settled 
last  year  by  Mr.  Nettleton.  I  hope  the  Council 
will  stand  by  what  was  done  at  its  last  meeting. 

Mr.  Fowler— I  call  for  the  reading  of  the 
order  for  information. 

The  President— The  question  is  onMr.  Whit- 
more's  motion  that  the  Council  adhere  to  its 
former  action  and  appoint  a  committe  of  con- 
ference. 

The  clerk  read  the  order  for  information. 

Mr.  Ladd— There  is  certainly  a  difference  of 
opinion  as  to  whether  or  not  these  propositions 
for  amendment  would  be  within  the  city  char- 
ter. The  gentleman  from  Ward  12  may  take 
one  view  of  it,  and  other  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil and  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  others  in- 
terested in  the  government  of  the  city  of  Boston 
may  take  the  opposite  view,  that  they  are  not 
within  the  powers  granted  by  that  charter.  But 
it  is  not  always  necessary  that  we  should  exer- 
cise all  of  the  powers  that  are  delegated  to  us. 
It  may  be  that  we  shall  find  out  sometime  in  the 
future  that  this  is  a  very  useful  power  to  hold 
in  reserve  to  correct  some  of  the  evils  that  may 

f:row  up  in  the  future.  Now  the  gentleman 
rom  Ward  12  has  said,  and  truly,  that  last  year 
there  was  a  contest  over  this  matter,  in  which 
the  Republicans  advanced  one  theory,  and  the 
other  side  of  the  house  advanced  the  opposite 
theory.  Tl\e  opposite  theory  the  gentleman  ad- 
vances this  year.  Last  year  a  compromise  was 
effected  whereby  both  propositions  were  thrown 
out.  There  was  no  ill  effect  that  I  am  aware  of 
resulting  from  that  course  of  last  year.  We 
passed  orders  requesting  heads  of  departments 
to  do  so  and  so,  the  Board  of  Aldermen  passed 
orders  in  a  similar  manner,  and  the  city  gov- 
ernment was  carried  on  in  that  way  without 
any  serious  obstacles.  Why,  then,  not  try  the 
compromise  for  another  year,  and  wait  until 
some  contingency  arises  where  it  becomes 
necessary  to  use  this  reserve  power,  if  we 
have  it,  and  then  there  will  be  a  Defter  chance 
to  decide  whether  or  not  we  do  have  it?  It  is 
a  well-known  principle  in  decisions  that  a 
dictum,  as  it  is  called — something  that  is  not  in- 
volved by  necessity  in  the  decision  of  the  case — 
has  not  the  weight  that  those  points  have  that 
are  involved  in  the  decision  of  the  case,  because 
such  points  never  receive  that  consideration  and 
never  receive  that  argument  upon  one  side  or 
the  other,  and  never  are  decided  so  carefully  in 
view  of  the  needs  of  the  moment  as  those  ques- 
tions that  are  involved  directly  in  the  decision 
of  the  case.  Now  when  this  contingency  arises,  as 
it  may  in  the  future,  when  it  may  become  nec- 
essary in  our  judgment  to  use  this  power,  then 
there  will  be  an  opportunity  for  it  to  be  dis- 
cussed upon  the  one  side  or  the  other,  and  I 
think  we  shall  arrive  at  a  more  just  conclusion 
in  regard  to  it  than  we  can  tonight  in  the  last 
days  we  have  for  the  consideration  of  this  bill. 
In  view  of  the  fact  that  our  refusing  to  concur 
with  the  Board  of  Aldermen  will  probably  neces- 
sitate a  committee  of  conference,  and  in  view, 
as  I  understand,  of  the  necessary  absence  of 
some  members  of  the  Council  in  the  immediate 
future,  it  may  be  found  extremely  inconvenient 
to  carry  on  this  contest  into  next  month,  and  I 
hope  it  will  not  be  so  carried  on.  I  hope  we 
shall  not  insist  upon  our  former  action,  as  I 
think  we  acted  wisely  in  concurring  with  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  in  the  Appropriation  bill  as 
a  whole,  and  I  think  we  shall  act  wisely  if  we 
accept  the  compromise  of  last  year,  and  leave 
all  of  these  matters  out  entirely. 

THE  NEXT  MEETING. 

Mr.  Whaii- I  desire  to  offer  an  order  now  by 
unanimous  consent.  It  may  be  passed  or  re- 
jected afterwards  as  the  members  see  fit.  It  is 
in  regard  to  a  question  of  adjournment. 

Mr.  AVhall  offered  an  order— That  when  this 
Council  adjourn  it  adjourn  to  meet  Thursday 
evening,  May  12,  at  7.30  o'clock. 

The  motion  came  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 
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Mr.  Whall— The  reason  that  I  have  offered 
that  order  is  this:  For  the  last  three  years,  as  I 
rind  on  investigating  the  records,  it  has  heen  the 
cnstoni  of  the  Common  Council  out  of  courtesy 
to  the  president,  when  any  urgent  business  was 
to  be  presented  and  when  it  was  found  that  he 
was  not  able  to  be  present,  to  adjourn  over  out 
of  respect  to  our  presiding  officer.  I  can  assure 
the  Common  Council  now  that  on  Thursday 
evening  next  our  president  will  be  at  least  450 
miles  away  from  Boston,  and  I  think,  out  of  re- 
spect to  him,  and  following  the  precedent  which 
has  been  established  in  other  cases — in  the  case 
of  President  Jenkins,  for  instance,  and  I  do  not 
remember  the  names  of  the  other  nresidents.but 
my  friend  from  "Ward  12  will  admit  that  my  pre- 
cedent is  correct — we  should  adjourn.  I  do  not 
think  that  there  is  any  urgent  business  that 
will  demand  our  presence  next  Thursday  even- 
ing. Our  presence  here  next  Thursday  evening 
in  the  absence  of  our  president  would  necessitate 
our  balloting  for  a  president  pro  tempore,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  but  that  the  gentlemen 
who  were  present  at  the  inaugural  ceremonies 
will  be  of  the  opinion  that  balloting  again 
for  a  president  pro  tempore  will  be  extremely 
irksome  and  probably  tiresome,,  and  therefore  I 
have  made  my  motion.  The  chief  reason  I  have 
made  it  is  that  we  ought  to  show  the  president 
whom  we  have  elected  to  preside  over  the  de- 
liberations of  this  body  for  this  year,  that  we 
are  willing  to  accord  to  him  the  same  courtesy 
that  has  been  accorded  to  presidents  of  previous 
years. 

Mr.  "Wilson— I  should  be  very  sorry  to  be  lack- 
ing in  respect  to  the  honored  head  of  our  body, 
but  it  does  seem  to  me  that  the  gentleman  is 
going  a  little  too  far  if  he  assumes  to  state  that 
there  will  be  no  business  of  special  importance 
to  be  transacted  at  the  ordinary  meeting  of  the 
Common  Council  on  Thursday  next.  I  believe 
that  there  will  he  several  measures  of  public 
interest  that  will  be  introduced  at  that  time, 
and  for  that  reason,  if  for  no  other,  I  shall  vote 
against  the  order  introduced  by  the  gentleman. 

The  question  was  put  on  giving  the  order  a 
second  reading,  and  the  Chair  being  in  doubt,  a 
rising  vote  was  ordered.  The  order  was  ordered 
to  a  second  reading,  23  members  voting  in  the 
affirmative,  1G  in  the  negative. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time,  and  the 
question  came  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Richards— I  sincerely  hope  that  we  wifll 
not  adjourn  for  so  long  a  tune.  I  hope  so,  for 
the  reason  that  I  don't  see  why,  because  certain 
parties  want  to  go  to  Washington  to  make  a 
visit  there  to  see  the  queen  of  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  we  should  adjourn  to  oblige  those  par- 
ties when  they  might  just  as  well  stay  at  home, 
or  conduct  the  whole  matter  by  correspondence 
or  by  telegram  or  letter,  and  especially  because 
they  ought  to  be  at  home  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  we  may  not  pass  this  amendment  which 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  introduced,  and  we 
may  consider  it  next  Thursday  evening.  I  also 
hope  that  we  will  not  adjourn  over  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  legislation  is  going  on  at  the  State 
House  that  may  be  of  great  imnort,  and  which 
the  Council  may  wish  to  consider  and  act  upon. 
I  hope  the  motion  will  not  be  carried. 

Mr.  Fowler— I  shall  vote  generally  in  favor 
of  this  order,  not  only  to  enable  the  president 
and  our  distinguished  friend  from  Ward  7  to 
visit  Washington  for  the  purpose  of  seeing 
Queen  Kapiolani,  or  whatever  her  name  maybe, 
but  because  I  think  perhaps  it  would  be  better 
for  us  at  all  times  throughout  the  entire  year  if 
we  didn't  meet  as  often  as  we  do.  I  think  if  we 
met  at  4.  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  only  once 
a  fortnight  it  would  be  often  enough,  and  I  shall 
vote  for  the  order. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  passage  of  the 
order.  The  Chair  being  in  doubt,  a  rising  vote 
was  ordered,  and  the  order  was  declared  re- 
jected, 22  members  voting  in  the  affirmative, 
23  in  the  negative. 

i  Mr.  "Whall— I  respectfully  doubt  that  vote 
and  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  upon  that  I 
presume  I  have  time  for  a  little  debate.  I  think 
that  in  this  matter  we  are  treating  our  pre- 
siding officer  without  due  respect.  I  believe 
that  the  Council  for  the  last  three  or  four  years, 
and  I  believe  that  I  have  examined  the  records 
for  the  past  seven  years  and  have  found  such  to 
be  the  case,  have  adjourned  when  it  was  a  well- 
known  fact  that  the  president  of  the  Common 
Council  would  not  oe  present,  and  in  this 
case  if  we  refuse  to  adjourn,  we  either  show 


by  our  action  that  we  think  there  is  some 
important  business  which  demands  our  im- 
mediate presence,  or  we  are  lacking  in  respect 
for  our  presiding  officer.  I  am  not  inclined 
to  admit  for  a  moment  that  any  member  of 
the  Council  is  lacking  in  respect  for  the  pre- 
siding officer.  For  the  fairness  with  which 
he  has  presided  over  the  deliberations  of  this 
assembly,  I  am  constrained  to  think  that  every 
member  here  will  be  willing  to  accord  to  him 
the  greatest  courtesy,  and  the  only  reason 
which  leads  me  to  think  that  the  Coun- 
cil has  taken  with  regard  to  him  a 
position  which  has  been  different  from 
that  which  it  has  taken  in  regard  to  its  prede- 
cessors is  this,  that  the  Council  imagine  that 
matters  of  momentous  interest  will  be  presented 
to  this  Council,  that  therefore  they  will,  with 
all  due  respect  to  the  presiding  officer,  abrogate 
a  rule  which  has  been  uniformly  kept  for  the 
last  seven  years.  I  do  not  believe,  myself,  as 
one  who  is  as  entirely  conversant  with  city 
affairs  as  any  member  of  this  Board,  that  mat- 
ters will  be  presented  to  this  Council  next  week 
of  such  urgent  necessity  that,  we  should  go  to 
work  and  transcend  a  rule  or  abrogate  a  rule,  if 
you  like, that  has  been  made  by  our  predecessors. 
I  think  the  gentlemen  who  have  voted  against 
this  have  done  it  in  a  spirit  probably  against 
the  mover  of  the  proposition  and  not  against  the 
courtesy  which  we  owe  our  presiding  officer.  I 
leave  it  now  to  a  yea  and  nay  vote. 

Mr.  Carroll — The  gentleman  probably  thinks 
that  those  rnemhers  who  voted  against  this 
order  did  it  for  some  personal  prejudice  of 
theirs.  My  object  in  voting  against  the  order  is 
that  I  believe  that  there  is  chance  enough  for 
business  to  come  up  at  the  next  meeting  to  war- 
rant us  in  meeting, — without  intending  any  dis- 
respect to  the  president.  There  have  been  mat- 
ters referred  to  committees  for  the  last  three 
months,  in  regard  to  which  we  have  heard  no  re- 
port from  those  committees.  In  a  number 
of  cases,  I  myself  have  matters  in  re- 
gard to  which  I  wish  to  ask  committees, 
and  I  would  have  done  so  at  the  last 
meeting  only  for  the  Appropriation  bill.  I 
shall  ask  in  regard  to  those  matters  this  week, 
and  for  that  reason  hope  the  Council  will  not 
adjourn  for  two  weeks,  but  that  we  will  have 
our  regular  meeting  next  Thursday  night. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  declared  ordered  on 
Mr.  "Whall's  order  to  adjourn  to  Thursday  even- 
ing, May  12,  and  the  order  was  rejected ;  yeas  21, 
nays  26: 

Yeas— Chamberlain,  Cochran,  Davern.  Des- 
mond, Duggan,  Dunn,  Fisher,  Foss.  Fowler, 
Haggertv,  Haves,  Leary,  Mahoney,  McEnaney, 
F.  Morison,  J.  J.  Murphy.  W.  H.  Murphy,  Shaw, 
R.  Sullivan,  "Whall.  "Whitmore— 21. 

Nays — Atwood,  Blume,  Burr,  Carroll,  Con- 
nolly. Coyle,  Dewey,  Fottler,  P.  J.  Gallagher, 
Harrington,  Kelley,  Ladd.  Lattimore,  Light, 
McKenna,  McNary.  F.  3R  Morrison,  Reilly, 
Richards,  Sanger,  E.  Sullivan.  J.  H.  Sullivan, 
Sundberg,  Teevens,  Thayer,  Wilson— 26. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Barry,  Bowman,  Car- 
stensen,  Clark,  Coleman,  Dolan,  Frost,  J. 
Gallagher,  Gomez,  Keliher,  Kennedy,  Lauten, 
J.  Murphy,  Norton,  rdunan.  O'Mealey,  Perkins, 
Perry,  C.  C.  Powers,  E.  J.  Powers,  Short,  Snow, 
Tracy,  Tuttle,  Webster— 25. 

APPROPRIATION    BILL— RESUMED. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  adhering 
to  our  former  action  and  appointing  a  com- 
mittee of  conference. 

Mr.  Whitjiore— I  rise  to  explain  one  point 
which  was  brought  up  and  which  lias  occurred 
to  me  since.  There  seems  to  be  some  idea  that 
the  second  order  in  regard  to  the  discharging  of 
clerks,  would  interfere  with  the  present  charter. 
■  I  desire  to  explain  it  in  this  way :  "We  have  the 
power  by  ordinance  to  fix  the  number  of  clerks 
and  we  do  do  it,  and  then  we  give  the  head  of 
the  department  a  round  sum  for  salaries  based 
on  the  number  of  clerks.  My  proviso  is  merely 
this,  not  to  interfere  in  the  slightest  degree  with 
the  right  of  a  head  of  a  department  to  change  a 
clerk,  discharge  him  or  hire  another,  but  simply 
to  provide  that  if  he  makes  a  permanent  va- 
cancy or  in  any  way  reduces  the  number  of  his 
men  that  he  shall  not  obtain  clerk  hire  on  the 
same  basis,  as  this  appropriation  has  been  based 
on  a  certain  clerical  force.  The  point  is  that 
we  don't  fix  the  salaries  and  the  head  of  a  de- 
partment might  discharge  one  clerk  or  dis- 
charge half  of  his  force  and  divide  up  the  extra 
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money  thereby  obtained  among  the  others,  by 
raising  their  salaries.  That  would  be  strictly 
legal  if  there  was  not  some  provision  made.  I 
thmk  that  the  matter  is  fully  understood.  It 
was  fully  discussed  last  year  and  it  was  never 
disputed  that  the  only  effect  of  it  would  be  to 
prevent  that  thing  being  done.  Lastly,  I  desire 
to  say  that  if  we  passed  that  order  and  it  was 
in  any  way  in  doubt,  that  the  corporation  coun- 
sel would  settle  that  question  hereafter,  and  if 
it  was  illegal  it  would  be  of  no  effect  whatever. 
Therefore  it  would  do  no  possible  harm  to  pass 
it,  because  the  provision  would  never  be  exer- 
cised if  it  was  illegal. 

Mr.  Blume— I  confess  that  to  rise  at  any  time 
to  criticise  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  requires 
more  than  ordinary  courage.  I  am  second  to 
none  in  my  admiration  of  his  great  learning, 
parliamentary  tactics  and  the  wide  information 
the  gentleman  possesses  of  City  Hall  affairs, 
and  especially  of  the  Common  Council  proceed- 
ings and  doings.  But  after  paying  him  that 
compliment,  I  am  also  constrained  to  say  that 
the  gentleman  seems  always  to  show  an 
inclination  to  have  always  his  own  way, 
and  that  if  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
cannot  have  his  own  way  and  his  own  sway 
over  the  majority  of  this  body,  he  is  not  happy. 
I  felt  tempted  once  or  twice  last  year  during 
the  debate  on  the  Appropriation  bill  to  get  up 
after  he  had  finished  his  early  speeches  in  the 
evening-  congratulating  him  upon  the  clear- 
ness of  his  views  and  the  soundness  of  his  rea- 
soning in  speaking  in  favor  of  the  Appropria- 
tion bill  as  he  had  been,  and  I  was  exceedingly 
sorry  to  see  the  course  of  his  whole  career  dur- 
ing last  evening  marred  at  the  close  of  his  suc- 
cessful advocacy  of  the  Appropriation  bill  by 
putting  on  that  rider.  All  his  speeches  last 
night  and  his  whole  course  of  conduct  was  ad- 
mirable, until  he  came  to  his  little  hobby  of 
having  his  own  way  in  a  particular  matter.  We 
all  listened  last  year  with  incomparable  pa- 
tience to  the  same  line  of  argument  as  to  how 
everything  was  coming  to  chaos  again  unless 
we  adopted  exactly  what  the  gentleman  advo- 
cates now.  We  didn't  adopt  it  and  there  has 
been  no  trouble.  The  wheels  of  the  municipal 
administrative  business  of  the  city  didn't 
stop  :  everything  went  on  harmoniously; 
the  money  was  all  spent,  and  there  was 
no  injunction  from  the  Supreme  Court  to 
prevent  spending  the  money  as  it  was  last 
year  appropriated.  I  have  not  the  slightest 
apprehension  of  danger  that  if  we  do  not  adopt 
the  gentleman's  pet  theory  of  having  control 
of  the  appropriations  we  may  think  that  we 
are  going  to  be  in  a  state  of  uncertainty,  and 
that  the  wheels  of  the  city  government  will 
stop.  Gentlemen,  it  is  all  a  bugbear  that  he 
holds  out  to  you,  that  this  thing  is  going  to 
occur,  and  that  everything  is  going  to  be  upset 
before  we  can  spend  any  of  this  appropriation 
we  have  passed.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  no  gen- 
tleman will  be  scared  by  any  of  the  scarecrows 
which  he  holds  out  to  us,  and  that  we  shall  ad- 
here to  our  action  of  last  year,  and  concur,  as  we 
ought  to  have  done  in  the  course  of  an  hour's 
time  last  night  had  it  not  been  for  his  pet  hobby, 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  15  having  his  still 
greater  hobby  of  changing  the  appropriations, 
and  tearing  them  down  to  suit  himself.  I  feel 
constrained  to  say  that  if  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  15  had  made  the  speech  which  ho  did  last 
night  next  November  instead  of  in  April,  that 
it  would  have  been  a  good  deal  better  for 
him.  1  think  it  was  a  shame  and  a  dis- 
grace almost  for  us  to  be  kept  here  until  mid- 
night putting  the  city  of  Boston  to  the  expense 
of  over  $300  for  lunch  and  carriages,  when  we 
might  have  gone  home  at  half  past  9  o'clock 
just  as  well  as  at  midnight,  if  we  had  done  what 
any  sensible,  prudent,  fair-minded  man  would 
have  done  in  an  hour's  time.  We  had  to  listen 
to  the  buncombe  speeches  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  15,  and  the  speeches  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  on  his  pet  hobbies,  and  I  hope 
therefore  that  we  shall  not  waste  another  mo- 
ment, and  that  we  shall  have  no  lunch  tonight. 
Let  us  sit  down  on  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12, 
and  do  our  business  in  a  business-like  way,  and 
have  no  personal  pet  hobbies  to  ride  to  the 
devil.  That  is  what  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  is  doing  in  his  rider  on  the  Appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  Whitmokk— Mr.  President. 

The  President— Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that, 
having  spoken  ©nee,  the  gentleman  is  not  enti- 


tled to  the  floor  if  another  member  desires  to 


The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  members  of  the  Council,  Mr.  President, 
through  you,  to  a  saving  clause  in  the  opinions 
of  Corporation-Counsel  Nettleton.  That  saving 
clause  is  this : 

"It  is,  of  course,  possible  to  suppose  an  ex- 
treme case  in  which  the  Council  might  seek  to 
direct  expenditures  with  so  much  detail  as  to 
cross  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1885." 

Now  for  the  benefit  of  those  members  not 
present  last  year,  I  would  like  to  state  one  or 
two  facts.  The  leader  on  the  Republican  side 
at  that  time  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  unless  I  am  greatly  mistaken,  and 
in  the  course  of  his  consultation  in  this  matter 
with  the  corporation  counsel  he  showed  the 
corporation  counsel  how  wrong  it  was  to  leave 
a  loophole  of  this  kind  in  an  order  of  this  na- 
ture. And  it  was  to  get  round  the  objection  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  at  that  time  that 
the  corporation  counsel  put  in  this  saving  clause 
to  his  opinion  to  get  over  it  in  that  manner. 
The  matter  was  fully  discussed  at  that  time, 
and  I  will  call  the  attention  of  the  members  of 
the  Council,  more  particularly  the  Republican 
members,  to  the  fact  that  it  is  necessary  in 
every  imstance  to  stand  by  our  charier.  Don't 
let  us  take  the  fust  step  toward  those  extreme 
cases  where  the  City  Council  will  endeavor  to 
control  the  expenditures  of  the  departments. 
We  nave  not  had  time  this  year  to  go  into  this 
matter  so  fully  as  we  might  have  done.  It  is 
quite  possible  that  if  we  were  to  ask  the  opin- 
ion of  the  corporation  counsel  again  this  year 
he  would  find  some  reason  to  change  from  his 
opinion  of  last  year,  and  advise  us  that  the  ac- 
tion we  proposed  to  take  is  improper.  Now  I 
would  ask  the  Republican  members  of  the 
Council  to  stand  by  the  charter,  and  not  to  per- 
mit the  first  step  towards  the  violation  of  that 
charter,  which  we  ought  to  support. 

Mr.  Dewey— I  do  not  wholly  agree  with  any 
of  the  members  who  have  spoken  on  this  mat- 
ter tonight.  That  is,  I  do  believe  that  there  is 
much  to  be  said  in  favor  of  the  amendment 
which  was  debated  last  year.  I  mean  the 
amendment  restricting  the  use  of  the  Appropri- 
ation bill.  I  cannot  see  that  this  amendment 
conflicts  with  the  provisions  of  Section  12  of  the 
amendment  of  the  city  charter  of  the  year  1885. 
I  believe  it  is  even  our  province  to  pass  this  or- 
der, and  I  believe  that  under  certain  circum- 
stances, an^i  under  the  present  circumstances, 
it  is  wiser  and  more  proper  for  us  to  pass  the  or- 
der in  the  form  in  which  it  was  passed  last  year. 
For  that  reason  I  then  voted  for  the  amend- 
ment. But  the  Board  of  Aldermen  not  having 
concurred,  the  matter  comes  back  to  us,  and  so 
long  as  this  particular  matter  is  unsettled,  the 
Appropriation  bill  must  stav  before  us.  Now  I 
think  it  is  advisable  that  this  whole  matter  be 
cleared  up  and  settled  at  once.  For  that  reason 
I  intend  tonight  to  vote  against  the  amendment, 
and  to  vote  to  concur  with  the  Board  for  the  pur- 
pose of  bringing  an  end  to  this  matter,  and  for 
the  purpose  of  getting  tho  Appropriation  bill 
finished  and  in  shape  before  the  beginning  of 
the  fiscal  year. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  am  in  favor  of  the  motion 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12.  One 
reason  is  that  Ido  not  consider  that  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  have  non-concurred  in  the  order 
which  we  have  sent  up,  but  have  not  regarded 
the  order,  and  have  said  that  it  was  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  city  charter.  And,  as  I  understand 
for  that  reason  it  has  received  no  consideration, 
it  has  seemed  to  me,  hut  would  give  the  infer- 
ence that  the  gentlemen  of  the  Council  who  op- 
posed the  order  knew  not  so  much  about  what 
is  contained  in  the  city  charter  as  the  aldermen 
do,  and  therefore  they  receive  it  without  giving 
it  notice,  and  returned  it  in  a  manner  which,  I 
must  say,  is  not  courteous  to  this  Council.  I  am 
also  in  favor  of  the  motion  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  for  this  reason,  but  in  offer- 
ing this  ordor  l»o  made  certain  propositions 
which  he  has  set  forth  in  the  speech  which  he 
has  made  tonight,  and  which  seemed  to  be 
worthy  of  serious  consideration.  He  has  stated 
that  his  order  is  not  contrary  to  the  spirit  or 
words  of  tho  city  charter,  and  in  suppport  of 
that  statement  ho  has  produced  a  written  opin- 
ion of  the  corporation  counsel  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, and  therefore  I  think,  as  far  as  that  goes, 
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that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  has  proven  his 
statements  that  he  made  at  the  last  meeting, 
therefore  the  Council.in  due  consideration  of  the 
facts  he  has  presented,  should  vote  in  favor  of 
the  motion  which  he  has  made — that  is,  the 
motion  that  we  adhere  to  our  former  actions. 
When  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  introduced 
his  order  I  listened  very  carefully  to  the  debate, 
and  I  remember  very  distinctly  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  10  in  this  section,  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  11  in  this  section  stated  that  the 
order  was  not  in  opposition  to  the  city  charter. 
I  repeatedly  referred  to  the  city  charter  and 
examined  that  special  reference  which  gives 
power  to  the  City  Council,  and  I  find  that  those 
gentlemen  have  not  substantiated  a  single  state- 
ment which  they  have  made.  Section  12  of  the 
city  charter,  on  page  37,  is  the  section  which  de- 
termines the  powers  of  the  City  Council.  I 
challenge  any  gentleman  who  has  taken  the 
other  side  to  show  in  word  or  in  spirit  anything 
in  that  section  which  is  contrary  to  the  order 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12.  I  be- 
lieve that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  has 
proven  what  he  has  stated,  and  I  believe  that  in 
courtesy  to  a  gentleman  of  their  own  branch 
this  Council,  after  having  passed  an  order  which 
he  has  introduced,  should  sustain  him  when  he 
has  proven  his  proposition.  I  am  also  in  favor 
of  the  order  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12,  because,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
21  has  stated,  this  matter  should  now  be  settled, 
and  therefore  I  should  vote  in  favor  of  that  com- 
mittee of  conference,  in  order  that  this  matter 
may  be  settled,  not  so  much  for  one  year,  but 
forever.  If  the  opinion  of  the  corporation  coun- 
sel is  asked  for  again,  and  the  corporation  counsel 
has  found,  after  examination,  that  he  has  given 
to  the  City  Council  a  wrong  opinion,  I  do  not 
think  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  will  offer  his 
order  again  until  probably  some  other  corpora- 
tion counsel  comes  in,  and  then  the  City  Council 
can  ask  his  opinion  also,  who  may  give  the  same 
opinion  now  given  by  the  corporation  counsel. 
But  as  the  matter  stands,  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  has  offered  an  order,  it  has  been  passed 
by  the  Council,  it  has  not  been  regarded  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  as  a  matter  to  be  consider- 
ed, it  has  been  sent  hack  in  a  peculiar  way,  this 
Council  has  been  called  at  seven  hours'  notice, 
and  I  believe  in  courtesy  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12,  and  also  upon  the  ground  that  he  has 
brought  forward  that  this  order  is  in  accord- 
ance with  the  citv  charter,  that  we  should  pass 
the  order  certainly.and  that  a  committee  of  con- 
ference should  be  appointed  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  McNary— After  my  very  arduous  labors 
last  evening  I  hadn't  intended  to  say  anything 
about  the  matter,  but  merely  to  vote.  I  had  my 
opinions  made  up  in  regard  to  it,  and  I  thought 
that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  presented  his 
side  of  the  case  as  well  as  any  one  in  the  Council. 
I  think  so  still,  and  he  has  been  very  ably 
seconded  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  22,  but 
the  remarks  of  my  friend  from  Ward  11  are  very 
sarcastic,  and  my  genial  friend  from  Ward  11 
didn't  seem  to  think  very  highly  of  my  efforts, 
and  thought  that  the  speech  I  made  should  have 
been  made  next  November.  1  thank  him  very 
much,  but  I  assure  him  that  I  will  take  care  to 
have  the  echoes  of  the  speech  last  until  Novem- 
ber. I  would  ask  him  in  turn  if  he  intended  his 
little  speech — which  lasted  two  evenings— on  the 
South  Boston  schoolhouse  site,  to  last  until 
November.  We  had  a  lunch  at  the  city's  ex- 
pense and  carriage  hire  on  both  those  evenings, 
and  the  gentleman  produced  very  little  effect 
on  both  nights— so  little  that  the  members  of  his 
own  party  didn't  vote  with  him.  I  think  when 
he  accuses  members  of  catering  to  public  opinion 
that  he  has  done  as  much  of  it  and  much  more 
than  any  other  member  in  this  Council,  and 
that  he  will  succeed  in  time  in  getting  into  the 
lower  branch,  which  he  has  striven  so  hard  for 
and  which  he  is  working  so  hard  for. 

Mr.  Fkost — I  voted  against  the  order  last  year, 
hut  the  gentleman  last  night, when  he  presented 
the  order,  by  the  speech  he  made  in  relation  to 
it,  convinced  me  that  it  was  a  good  order  to  be 
passed,  and  so  I  voted  for  it  last  evening,  not 
knowing  fully  the  merits  of  it.but  being  con- 
vinced that  it  was  not  contrary  to  the  spirit  of 
our  city  charter.  But,  sir,  as  it  seems  that  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  have  not  concurred,  and  as 
we  are  anxious  that  this  appropriation  bill  shall 
go  through,  I  have  made  up  my  mind  to  change 
my  vote  and  vote  to  concur  with  the  Board  of 
Aldermen. 


Mr.  Whall— Last  night,  when  the  first  order 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  was  introduced, 
I  felt  that  it  was  my  duty  then,  in  order  to  save 
the  bill,  to  oppose  his  order,  but  after  a  little 
consideration  I  thought  that  it  was  better  not 
to  hazard  the  items  of  the  bill,  even  if  the  biil 
were  loaded  downiwith  orders  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  in  his  wisdom  saw  fit  to  in- 
troduce I  don't  believe  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  has  any  apology  to  make  for  the  orders 
which  he  has  introduced,  and  I  don't  believe  in 
the  position  I  take  tonight  I  have  any  apology 
to  make  for  them.  I  believe  the  orders  he  in- 
troduced last  night  were  correct  in  law  and 
that  the  statements  he  made  were  true 
statements  of  the  position  which  the  Com- 
mon Council  and  the  City  Council  hold  to- 
wards the  appropriation.  Last  night  I  would 
have  opposed  them  did  I  not  think  that  by  my 
opposition  the  items  of  the  bill  might  be  hazar- 
ded, but  if  I  did  oppose  them  last  night  it  would 
not  have  been  because  I  thought  they  conveyed 
incorrect  law,  or  that  they  brought  before  the 
citizens  of  Boston  any  proposition  that  was  incon 
sistent  with  the  statutes  or  with  our  new  charter 
I  think  that  in  the  orders  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  saw  tit  to  introduce,  he  has  enun- 
ciated clear,  distinct  and  true  doctrines.  I  he- 
lie  ve  the  law  which  he  put  into  these  orders  is 
true  and  correct,  and,  as  far  as  the  spirit  and  the 
letter  of  his  orders  go,  I  fully  agree  with  him. 
But  now  that  our  Appropriation  bill  is  passed,  in 
its  several  respective  items,  and  now  that  we 
have  seen  that  these  orders  have  gone  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  and  by  unanimous  vote 
have  been  rejected,  then,  using  the  common 
sense  which  God  in  his  providence  has  seen  fit 
to  endow  upon  me,  I  feel  that  I  would  be  as  far 
in  the  premises  if  I  insist  upon  orders  which  I 
know  to  be  right,  but  which,  if  passed,  might 
hazard  the  passage  of  that  Appropriation  bill.  I 
believe  that  Mr.  Whitmore,  when  he  introduced 
his  orders,  was  perfectly  correct;  his  law,  I  have 
no  doubt,  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  State  would 
solidify.  I  believe  there  is  nothing  in  any  of 
these  orders  that  is  not  in  perfect  consistency 
with  our  ordinances  and  with  our  statutes.  But 
we  are  placed  precisely  in  this  position,  that 
while  the  Common  Council  is  insisting  tnat 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  declare  princi- 
ples that  to  every  legal  mind  appear  to 
be  well  founded  under  the  laws  and  ordinances ; 
that  while  we  are  insisting  upon  that  one  thing, 
we  find  that  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  with  an 
obtuseness  that  I,  if  it  were  not  unparliamen- 
tary, would  say  was  customary,  and  which  I  will 
say  now,  even  though  I  am  parliamentary,  is 
characteristic ;  when  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in- 
sist that  they  are  illegal,  we  are  placed  in  this 
position.  Shall  we  hazard  our  whole  Appropri- 
ation bill  simply  to  force  upon  a  Mind — I 
beg  pardon,  Mr.  President,  I  withdraw  it  be- 
cause it  is  unparliamentary— an  unwilling 
assembly — principles  when  they  are  unwilling 
to  receive  them?  I  hold  that  as  common- 
sense  men  we  should  not  do  it.  I  believe 
we  should  pass  the  bill  as  it  comes  from  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  I  believe  that  if  we  insist 
upon  our  former  action  and  committees  of  con- 
ferences are  appointed,  the  committees  of  con- 
ference will  do  no  work  simply  because  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  in  which  the  majority  that 
prevails  is  of  the  same  party  as  the  majority  that 
prevails  in  this  chamber,  has  seen  fit.  by  a  unan- 
imous vote,  to  reject  the  propositions  which  my 
friend  from  Ward  12  has  seen  fit  to  enunciate. 
Now,  it  only  comes  to  the  question  of  common- 
sense  principles.  Shall  we  insist  upon  some- 
thing we  are  sure  is  going  to  be  rejected?  I  do 
not  believe,  when  my  friend  from  Ward  12  was 
in  his  younger  days  and  when  the  rush  of  blood 
through  his  veins  went  with  a  hotter  flow  than 
probably  it  does  now,  he  would  have  seen  fit  to 
pay  his  attentions  to  a  maiden  who,  by  her 
conduct,  had  shown  to  him  that  his  suit 
was  hopeless.  And  now  in  this  case,  why 
should  he,  in  the  maturer  wisdom  that 
comes  with  colder  blood,  and  with  a  head 
that  is  heatediwith  less  locks  of  hair  than  he  had 
in  his  younger  days,  insist  that  the  Board  of.  Al- 
dermen, who,  by  unanimous  vote,  have  refused 
his  proposals,  should  accept  them?  I  say  that 
had  the  Board  of  Aldermen  the  sense  that  the 
present  speaker  possesses,  even  though  it  is 
egotism,  then  probably  the  proposals  which  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  has  made  would  be  ac- 
cepted by  a  unanimous  vote.  But  we  must 
stare  the  facts  in  the  face,  and  we  have  a  Board 
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of  Aldermen  that,  without  a  dissenting  voice, 
is  opposed  to  ns.  Now,  the  question  is,  shall  we 
assume  our  prerogative,  insist  upon  our  rights, 
and  try  to  cram  down  an  unwilling  throat 
truths  which  a  rebelling  stomach  will  reject? 
I  do  not  believe  we  should  do  it.  I  think  we 
should  come  here  with  no  hobbies,  but  should 
come  simply  as  citizens  of  Boston.  The  press 
of  Boston  this  morning  teemed  with  praise  of 
the  actions  of  the  Common  Council  last  night, 
and  since  my  connection  with  the  city  govern- 
ment, you  will  allow  me  to  say,  that  I  never 
knew  of  so  much  good  work  being  done  in  so 
short  a  time  as  was  done  last  night,  and  I  think 
the  press  of  Boston  tomorrow  will  re-echo  the 
praise  they  have  accorded  us  today,if  we  should 
pass  this  bill  as  it  comes  from  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen. In  advocating  the  bill  as  it  comes 
from  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  I  do  not  wish  my 
position  as  a  Democrat  to  be  misunderstood.  I 
agree  thoroughly  with  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  in  every  proposal  he  has  enunciated,  in 
the  provisos  he  has  attached  to  the  Appro- 
priation bill.  I  believe  we  not  only  have  the 
right  to  appropriate  money  in  the  first  in- 
stance, but  after  the  money  has  been  appro- 
priated we  have  the  right  to  designate  the  ob- 
jects to  which  that  money  shall  be  devoted. 
Butiwe  might  talk  in  this  Council  chamber  from 
now  until  the  crack  of  doom,  and  the  only  re- 
sult will  be,  as  I  said  to  my  friend  on  the  oppo- 
site side,  that  the  little  cup  of  gruel  that  was 
offered  to  ns  in  the  first  instance  bv  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  we  would  be  in  the  last  instance 
forced  to  swallow.  I  believe,  as  a  practical  and 
sensible  man,  that  we  should  stare  the  facts 
right  in  the  face,  and  although  we  believe  in 
the  amendments,  which  are  as  my  nervous  friend 
from  Ward  12  has  so  thoroughly  stated  in  accor- 
dance with  the  law,  we  must  also  admit  the 
fact  that  we  cannot  throw  the  sunlight  of  intel- 
ligence upon  an  unwilling  Board  of  Aldermen. 
Therefore  I  hope,  and  sincerely  hope,  that  the 
bill  will  be  passed  as  it  comes  to  us  from  the 
Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Burr — I  think  the  ground  has  been  well 
covered,  and  the  parties  have  all  made  up  their 
minds  how  they  propose  to  vote,  and  I  move  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  Whitmore  and  Mr.  Richards  addressed 
the  Chair,  and  the  president  recognized  Mr. 
Whitmore. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  trust  the  previous  question 
will  not  prevail — 

Mr.  Richards— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the.  gentleman  lias  spoken,  and  I  have  not. 

The  President — The  Chair  was  under  the  im- 
pression that  the  gentlemen  had  all  spoken  on 
the  question.  If  such  is  not  the  case,  the  Chair 
will  rule  the  point  of  order  well  taken. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  I 
would  be  much  obliged  to  have  the  gentleman 
point  out  what  I  have  said  in  regard  to  the 
gentleman's  motion  for « the  previous  question. 
That  is  what  I  want  to  speak  to. 

The  President— The  gentleman  not  having 
stated  his  position,  the  Chair  will  listen  to  what 
he  has  to  say. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  trust  the  previous  question 
will  not  be  ordered  until  I  have  an  opportunity 
to  correct  one  or  two  mis-statements  that  have 
been  made.  I  don't  propose  to  go  into  any  long 
argument.  I  hope  the  previous  question  will  bo 
withdrawn,  or  will  not  be  pushed  at  this  time. 

The  main  question  was  declared  not  ordered. 

Mr.  Fowler  doubted  the  vote,  and  called  for 
a  rising  vote,  which  was  ordered,  and  the  main 
question  was  declared  ordered,  22  members 
voting  in  the  affirmative,  18  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Whitmore  doubted  the  vote,  and  called 
for  a  verification  by  yeas  and  nays,  which  were 
declared  ordered. 

Mr.  Fowler  doubted  the  vote  on  the  or- 
dering of  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  called  for  a 
rising  vote,  which  was  ordered,  and  the  Council 
was  divided. 

The  President— It  is  evident  that  one-fifth 
desire  that  the  yeas  and  nays  shall  be  called, 
and  the  clerk  will  call  the  roll.  The  question  is, 
shall  the  main  question  be  now  put? 

Mr.  Leary— I  rise  for  information.  I  believe 
there  is  a  debate  of  five  minutes  allowed  on  the 
call  for  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Whall— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered,  no  debate 
is  in  order. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 


Mr.  Blume— In  order  that  all  the  members 
may  vote  intelligently,  I  would  like  to  have  the 
Chair  announce  what  the  question  is. 

The  President— The  question  is,  shall  the 
main  question  be  now  put? 

The  main  question  was  not  ordered ;  yeas  23, 
nays  26 : 

Y  eas— Atwood,  Blume,  Burr,  Dewey,  Fisher, 
Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost,  Kelley.  Ladd,  Lattimore, 
Lauten,  Light,  Melvemia,  F.  Morison.  F.R.  Mor- 
rison, Richards,  Sanger,  Shaw,  E.  Sullivan, 
Thayer,  Whall,  Wilson— 23. 

Nays— Barry,  Carroll,  Chamberlain,  Coleman, 
Connolly,  Coyle,  Davern,  Desmond,  Dugsjan, 
Dunn,  Foss.  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Haggerty,  Harring- 
ton, Hayes,  Leary,  Mahoney,  McEnaney,  Mc- 
Nary,  J.  J.  Murphy,  AV.  H.  Murphy,  J.  H.  Sulli- 
van, R.  Sullivan,  Sundherg,  Teevens,  Whitmore 
-26. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Bowman,  Carstensen, 
Clark,  Cochran,  Dolan,  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez, 
Keliher,  Kennedy,  J.  Murphy,  Morton,  Nunan, 
O'Mealey,  Perkins,  Perry,  C.  C.  Powers.  E.  J. 
Powers,  Reilly,  Short,  Snow,  Tracy,  Tuttle, 
Webster— 23. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  do  not  propose  to  take  up 
the  time  of  the  Council  in  respect  to  anything 
except  two  points.  In  the  first  place  it  is  not  a 
fact,  to  the  Dest  of  my  knowledge  and  belief, 
that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  unanimously  re- 
fused to  pass  these  orders.  The  gentleman  has 
said  so.  but  the  reporter's  notes,  so  far  as  I  have 
been  able  to  read  them,  merely  state  that  the 
chairman  ruled  the  matter  out,  because  it  was 
contrary  to  law,  and  there  was  no  vote  on  non- 
concurrence  taken.  That  is  the  statement  made 
to  me  by  the  reporter  from  the  notes  which  have 
not  yet  been  printed.  Now,  Mr.  President,  I  will 
also  say  that  we  do  not  jeopardize  the  main  bill 
by  insisting  upon  carrying  out  any  theory  that 
we  see  fit.  Last  year  we  passed  this  provision 
time  and  time  again,  and  it  was  sent  back  to 
this  body  three  times,  and  yet  the  bill  was  not 
lost.  Now,  sir,  as  to  the  question  of  expediency, 
I  will  say  one  word  further:  Last  year  by  stick- 
ing it  out  we  had  this  advantage,  that  the 
order  which  was  put  into  Document  94  was  re- 
jected as  well  as  my  order.  Now  I  will  say  of 
the  action  of  last  year  that  it  was  evidently  and 
palpably  illegal,  but  it  was  not  for  the  interest 
of  anybody  to  raise  the  question.  Now,  sir,  I 
have  not  disputed  that  the  Republican  proposi- 
tion is  perfectly  legal  and  logical ;  but  our  pro- 
position is  perfectly  legal  and  logical.  Now,  if  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  9  wants  to  be  consistent, 
and  if  his  party  friends  upon  whom  he  has  called 
mean  to  be  consistent,  lie  ought  to  introduce 
the  order  offered  by  their  leader  last  year? 
Namely : 

"Ordered,  That  the  several  officers  and  boards 
of  the  city,  in  their  respective  departments, 
under  the  general  supervision  and  control  of 
His  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  authorized  to  expend 
the  appropriations  made  or  to  be  made,  for  the 
next  year,  for  the  work  of  their  several  depart- 
ments, in  accordance  with  the  laws  and  ordin- 
ances applicable  thereto." 

If  i the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  is  doing  any- 
thing except  trying  to  make  a  party  fight,  and 
if  he  is  standing  up  for  party  principle,  it  is  the 
duty  of  himself  or  some  other  Republican,  to 
offer  this  order  which  the  Republican  leader 
brought  in  last  year ;  and  it  is  absolutely  needed 
to  give  effect  to  the  action  of  the  City 
Council  in  passing  the  Appropriation  bill.  I 
say.  without  regard  to  whether  my  theories  are 
right  or  wrong,  that  the  City  Council  ought  to 
take  action  on  one  side  or  the  other,  and  pass 
either  the  Democratic  order  or  the  Republican 
order  of  last  year.  And,  sir,  it  is  a  matter  which 
they  will  find  more  serious  than  they  at  present 
think.  Last  year,  owing  to  the  compromise 
made  |in  in  the  committee  of  conference,  no 
order  on  this  subject  was  passed  at  all.  It  was 
our  first  experiment  under  the  new  charter. 
We  went  along  last  year  without  warrant 
of  law;  there  was  no  warrant  for  the 
expenditure  of  the  money  by  the  depart- 
ments. But  now  that  our  attention  is 
called  to  the  matter,  and  there  is  no  pressure 
whatever,  I  say  it  is  unwarrantable  for  us  to 
stand  up  and  not  have  the  manhood  to  pass  one 
amendment  or  the  other.  I  have  already  ex- 
plained that  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Ap- 
propriations was  defective,  because  of  the  care- 
lessness of  the  committee,  of  which  I  was  one, 
and  which  carelessness  I  acknowledge.  Now 
that  the  matter  has  been  brought  to  the  atten- 
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tion  of  the  Council,  they  have  no  right  to  shelter 
themselves  hehind  the  inefficiency  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen.  I  say  that  if  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9,  who  understands  the  question ,  is  attempt- 
ing to  carry  out  any  principle,  it  is  his  duty  to 
offer  that  order ;  and,  sir,  I  will  say  now,  that, 
believing  that  one  principle  or  the  other  ought 
to  be  carried  out  in  the  form  of  the  Appropria- 
tion bill,  if  he  will  bring  that  amendment  in, 
I  will  vote  for  it  and  let  it  go  down  to  the  Board 
of  Aldermen.  I  do  not  believe  in  the  principle 
of  the  order,  but  I  believe  it  is  legal ;  and  I  chal- 
lenge the  gentleman,  if  he  is  a  believer  in  the 
Republican  principle  of  last  year,  to  put  in  that 
order  which  his  friend  and  mentor  put  in  last 
year;  and  I  will  vote  for  it  because,  though  I  do 
not  like  the  principle,  I  do  want  to  see  this  Com- 
mon Council  pass  this  Appropriation  bill  legally 
and  properly,  and  to  provide  for  the  contin- 
gency we  seek.  If  the  majority  want  the  Re- 
publican order  I  will  stand  by  them ;  and  on  the 
other  hand  if  the  Democratic  order  shall  prevail 
I  hope  we  shall  stand  up  against  the  Board  of 
Aldermen.  In  either  case  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Council  to  stand  up  and  see  that  this  Appropia- 
tion  bill  is  passed  legally  and  correctly  upon 
one  principle  or  tie  other. 

Mr.  Richards— I  should  like  to  correct  one 
statement  which  the  gentleman  has  made.  I 
think  that  if  he  had  read  the  Evening  Record 
of  tonight  he  would  have  found  that  Aid. 
Carroll  raised  a  point  of  order  in  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  that  this  amendment,  or  this  order 
which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  introduced 
at  the  last  meeting,  was  an  attack  on  the  city 
charter,  and  after  that  the  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  Aid.  Donovan,  ruled  it  out; 
no  one  took  exception  to  it,  and  therefore  it  was 
a  unanimous  vote.  Besides  that,  I  object  to  an- 
other statement  which  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  has  made  in  his  previous  remarks.  He 
said  that  there  would  be  danger  that  the  auditor 
might  decrease  the  number  of  his  clerks  and 
then  distribute  the  appropriation  for  his  depart- 
ment among  the  balance  of  his  clerks.  I  do 
not  think  the  gentleman  could  have  meant 
that.  It  seems  to  me  he  would  hardly 
try  to  impute  dishonesty  to  the  city  audi- 
tor. He  should  not  have  said  that  after  we  had 
passed  the  Appropriation  bill,  with  the  number 
clerks  known  to  us,  that  then,  right  in  the  face 
of  that,  the  city  auditor  would  go  to  work  and 
decrease  the  number  of  clerks  so  as  to  pay  the 
others  more.  It  seems  to  me  that  is  a  species  of 
stealing,  that  the  city  auditor  should  not  be 
accused  of.  Then  I  say,  as  I  said  at  the  last 
meeting,  that  this  amendment  is  a  direct  attack 
upon  the  city  charter,  and  I  am  glad  to  see  that 
the  Democratic  Board  of  Aldermen  have  agreed 
to  the  principle  laid  down  by  the  Republican 
Board  of  Aldermen  of  last  year,  and  have  con- 
curred in  the  opinion  that  the  order  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  is  in  conflict  with  the 
new  city  charter.  It  is  against  the  city  charter 
because  it  is  taking  away  from  the  Executive 
Departments  the  control  of  the  economy  of  their 
offices  by  saying  they  shall  not  decrease  the 
number  of  their  clerks,  when  it  is  clearly  speci- 
fied in  Section  6  that  the  mayor  and  heads  of  de- 
partments shall  be  responsible  therefor.  I  hope 
we  shall  concur  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen. . 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Leary  the  main  question 
was  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore 
to  insist  upon  the  former  action  of  the  Council 
and  ask  for  a  committee  of  conference,  and  the 
motion  was  lost;  yeas  23,  nays  25; 

Yeas— Carroll,  Coleman,  Connolly,  Davern, 
Desmond,  Duggan,  Foss,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Hag- 
gerty,  Harrington,  Hayes,  Kelley,  Leary,  Ma- 
honey,  McEnaney,  McKenna.McNary,  J.  J.  Mur- 
phy. J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Tee- 
vens,  Whitrnore— 23. 

Nays— Atwood,  Blume,  Burr,  Chamberlain, 
Coyle,  Dewey,  Dunn,  Fisher,  Fottler,  Fowler,. 
Frost,  Ladd,  Lattimore,  Lauten,  Light,  F.  Mori- 
son,  F.  R.  Morrison,  W.  H.  Murphv,  Richards 
Sanger,  Shaw,  E.  Sullivan,  Thayer,  Whall,  Wil- 
son—25. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Barry,  Bowman,  Car- 
stensen,  Clark,  Cochran,  Dolan,  J.  Gallagher, 
Gomez,  Keliher,  Kennedy,  J.  Murphy,  Nor- 
ton, Nunan,  O'Mealey,  Perkins,  Perry,  C.  C. 
Powers,  E.  J.  Powers,  Reilly,  Short,  Snow, 
Tracy.  Tuttle,  Webster-24. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider  the  last  vote, 
hoping  it  would  prevail ;  lost. 


The  President— The  question  is  now  upon 
receding  and  concurring  with  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen, 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to-  substitute  the  fol- 
lowing for  the  two  orders  in  dispute  between 
the  two  branches : 

Ordered,  That  the  several  officers  and  boards 
of  the  city,  in  their  respective  departments,  un- 
der the  general  supervision  and  control  of  His 
Honor  the  Mayor,  be  authorized  to  expend  the 
appropriations  made  or  to  be  made,  for  the  next 
year,  for  the  work  of  their  several  departments, 
m  accordance  with  the  laws  and  ordinances  ap- 
plicable thereto. 

Mr.  Whall— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
after  the  question  has  been  stated  by  the  Chair 
and  the  vote  about  to  be  put,  the  gentlemen  had 
no  right  to  make  an  amendment. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  not  well 
taken, 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  have  already  stated  that  I 
simply  desire  to  perfect  the  bill.  I  offered  what 
I  believe  to  be  good  Democratic  doctrine  and 
have  been  voted  down.  Now  I  want  to  see  the 
hill  perfected  and  have  offered  the  order,  which 
is  in  Document  94  of  last  year.  I  call  the  atten- 
tion of  members  of  last  year  to  it.  [Reading  the 
order.]  In  other  words,  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
and  the  majority  here  would  not  have  Demo- 
cratic doctrine,  and  I  now  offer  an  order  express- 
ing the  Republican  doctrine  of  last  year.  Either 
form  is  correct.  Let  us  have  an  Appropriation 
bill  that  is  legal.  There  is  no  harm  in  the  or- 
der I  do  not  think  it  is  the  better  way,  but  at 
all  events  it  gives  somebody  power  to  spend  the 
money.  What  is  the  use  of  making  appropria- 
tions and  not  authorizing  any  one  to  spend  them. 

The  President— In  what  way  does  the  gen- 
tleman introduce  the  order? 

Mr.  Whitmore— As  an  amendment  to  the  bill, 
and  in  the  form  of  a  substitute  for  so  much  as 
has  not  been  concurred  in  by  the  two  branches. 

Mr.  Whall— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  order  was  not  in  order. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  decide  that 
the  amendment  is  in  order. 

Mr.  Whall— Then  I  move  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Ladd— Ordinarily  1  should  be  in  favor  of 
this  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12.  I  was  in  favor  of  it  last  year,  and  I  do 
not  want  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  nor  any- 
body else  to  say,  when  I  oppose  this  amend- 
ment now,  that  I  am  taking  a  position  inconsis- 
tent with  my  position  of  last  year.  I  feel  that 
my  position  is  the  correct  one,  because  in  my 
opinion  it  is  not  a  question  whether  we  are  in 
favor  of  this  amendment  or  not ;  but  it  is  a  ques- 
tion whether  or  not  we  are  satisfied  that  it  is 
sufficient  to  pass  the  Appropriation  bill  for  the 
next  financial  year  in  its  present  shape.  That  is 
the  only  question.  In  my  opinion  you  do  nofrwant 
to  hazzard  the  Appropriation  bill  by  bringing 
in  this  unnecessary  element.  Therefore,  I  feel 
that  while  I  am  in  favor  of  the  principle  ex- 
pressed in  this  substitute  as  a  principle— and  if 
it  should  turn  out  in  the  future  that  there  was 
any  need  of  passing  such  a  provision  as  this,  I 
should  favor  the  amendment  just  offered  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12.  But  there  is  no  such 
necessity  at  all.  Things  have  worked  well 
enough  this  year,  and  they  will  work  well 
enough  next  year,  I  believe.  If  they  do  not 
work  well  it  will  be  time  enough  next  year  to 
repair  this  defect.  Therefore  I  hope  the  amend- 
remedy  will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Whall— I  move  th^previous  question  on 
the  main  question. 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  the  addi- 
tion of  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Whitmore  of 
Ward  12. 

Mr.  Whall — I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  the 
question  is  on  the  main  question. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  think  it  would  be  difficult 
to  show  any  rule  by  which,  when  the  main 
question  is  ordered,  the  amendment  pending 
cannot  be  put.  The  previous  question  can  be 
ordered  as  an  amendment  only ;  hut  there  is  no 
rule  by  which  ordering  the  main  question  cuts 
off  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Wilson— Mr.  President. 

The  President— The  previous  question  hav- 
ing been  ordered  no  debate  is  in  order. 

Mr.  Whall— Wrong,  wrong, 

Mr.  Wilson— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order  and 
likewise  to  a  question  of  privilege.  I  think  it  is 
unbecoming  and  a  violation  of  parliamentary 
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courtesy  for  one  member  to  attempt  to  instruct 
another  member,  who  rises  to  address  the  Chair, 
in  the  rules. 

Mr.  Whall- That  was  only  a  suggestion. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  may  be  ignorant,  I  may  be  ob- 
tuse, and  may  not  understand  the  rulings  of 
the  Chair.  But  I  thought  that  at  a  previous 
meeting,  when  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7 
moved  the  previous  question,  the  Chair  ruled 
that  the  main  question  cut  oft  the  amendment. 
I  was  under  the  impression  that  the  Chair  so 
ruled.  If  the  Chair  has  not  so  ruled  I  shall  bo 
glad  to  be  instructed  to  the  contrary.  I  would 
ask  if  the  previous  question  does  not  cut  off 
the  amendment. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  rule  that  it 
does  not  in  this  case. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered  on  the  adoption  of  his  substitute. 

The  substitute  was  adopted— yeas  25,  nays  24 : 

Yeas— Barry,  Carroll,  Coleman,  Connolly, 
Davern,  Desmond,  Duggan,  Foss,  P.  J.  Gal- 
lagher, Haggerty,  Harrington,  Hayes,  Kelley, 
Lauten,  Leary,  Mahoney,  McEnaney,  McKenna, 
McNary,  J.  J.  Murphy,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sulli- 
van, Sundberg,  Teevens,  Whitmore — 25. 

Nays — Atwood,  Blume,  Burr,  Chamberlain, 
Coyle,  Dewev,  Dunn,  Fisher,  Fottler,  Fowler, 
Frost,  Ladd,  Lattimore,  Light,  F.  Morison,  F.  R. 
Morrison,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Richards,  Sanger, 
Shaw,  E.  Sullivan,  Thayer,  Whall,  Wilson— 24. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Bowman,  Cartensen, 
Clark,  Cochran,  Dolan,  J.  GaMagher,  Gomez, 
Kelliher,  Kennedy,  J.  Murphy,  Norton,  Nunan, 
O'Mealey,  Perkins,  Perry,  C  C.  Powers,  Ed- 
ward J.  Powers,  Reilly,  Short,  Snow,  Tracey, 
Tuttle,  Webster— 23. 

Mr.  Leary  moved  to  reconsider  the  last  vote, 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail ;  lost.     Sent  up. 

Mr.  Carroll  moved  to  adjourn.  The  ques- 
tion was  taken  and  the  Chair  being  in  doubt 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Whall.  The  motion  was  lost ;  yeas  24,  nays 
27: 

Yeas — Burr,  Carroll,  Coleman,  Connolly,  Dav- 
ern, Desmond,  Duggan,  Foss,  Fottfer,  P.  J.  Gal- 
lagher, Haggerty,  Harrington,  Hayes,  Kelley, 
Lauten,  Mahoney,  McEnaney,  McKenna,  Mc- 
nary,  J.  J.  Murphy,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  Sundberg, 
Teevens,  Whitmore— 24. 

Nays— Atwood,  Blume,  Chamberlain,  Coyle, 
Dewey,  Dunn,  Fisher,  Fowler,  Frost,  Ladd,  Lat- 
timore, Leary,  Light.  F.  Morison,  F.  R.  Morri- 
son, W.  H.  Murphy,  Richards,  Sanger,  Shaw,  E. 
Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Thayer,  Whall,  Wilson- 
24. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Barry,  Bowman,  Car- 
stensen,  Clark,  Cochran,  Dolan,  J  Gallagher, 
Gomez,  Keliher,  Kennedy.  J.  Murphy,  Norton, 
Nunan,  O'Mealey,  Perkins,  Perry,  C.  C.  Pow- 
ers, E.  J.Powers,  Reilly,  Short,  Snow,  Tracy, 
Tuttle,  Webster,— 24. 


Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  Counoil  refused  to  pass  the  order  to 
adjourn  for  two  weeks,  hoping  it  would  prevail. 

Mr.  Lattimore— I  move  you,  sir,  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  motion- 
Mr.  Whall— I  moved  to  reconsider ;  wait  till 
it  is  reconsidered. 

Mr.  Lattimore— I  shall  wait  for  the  Chair  to 
make  his  decision,  and  not  Mr.  Whall. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  ask  members 
to  take  their  seats. 

Mr.  Lattimore— I  would  ask  whether  an 
amendment  is  in  order? 

Mr.  Fowler— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
gentlemen  are  smoking  upon  the  floor,  against 
the  rules. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  23  is  not  in  his  seat. 

The  President— Mr.  Lattimore  of  Ward  9  has 
the  floor. 

Mr.  Lattimore— I  desire  to  know  whether  I 
have  a  right  to  make  an  amendment  to  the  mo- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7. 

The  President— The  gentleman  from  Ward  7 
has  made  a  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  Council  refused  to  adjourn  for  two 
weeks. 

Mr.  Lattimore— I  desire  to  strike  out  and  in- 
sert. 

The  President— The  gentleman  has  no  right 
to  make  such  a  motion  at  the  present  stage ;  ho 
can  do  so  when  the  reconsideration  prevails. 

Mr,  McNary— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
there  is  not  a  quorum  present,  and  I  call  the 
Chair's  attention  to  the  fact. 

Mr.  Whall— I  desire  that  the  roll  be  called. 

Mr.  McNary — The  gentleman  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Whall— The  Chair  can  call  the  roll  if  he 
desires. 

Mr.  Blume— Mr.  President. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  say  that  it  ap- 
pears that  there  is  not  a  quorum  present. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  there 
are  some  members  in  the  ante-room  who  will 
make  up  the  quorum, and  they  have  been  count- 
ed on  former  occasions  to  make  up  a  quorum. 

The  President — The  Chair  is  unable  to  count 
the  members  in  the  ante-room. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  ask  that  the  city  messenger  be 
requested  to  call  members  into  the  chamber 
from  the  ante-room. 

The  President — The  Chair  cannot  count  the 
members  in  the  ante-room.  A  quorum  not  be- 
ing present  the  Council  stands  adjourned  until 
next  Thursday  evening  at  half-past  seven 
o'clock. 

Mr.  Ladd— Does  the  Chair  refuse  to  count  the 
members  present? 

Mr.  McNary— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  Council  has  been  declared  adjourned. 

Adjourned  at  10.35  P.M. 
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CITY   OF  BOSTON. 


Special  Meeting  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen. 


Saturday,  April  30th,  1887. 

Special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
1  P.M.,  Aid.  Alien  presiding  in  the  absence  of 
the  chairman.  Called  by  His  Honor  the  Mayor 
for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  passage  of  the 
Appropriation  bill. 

The  call  for  the  meeting  was  read  and  placed 
on  tile. 

The  Appropriation  bill  came  down  with  the 
following  endorsement: 

Substitute  for  the  amendments  at  "G"  and 
"K,''which  were  non-concurred  in  by  this  Board, 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  several  officers  and  boards 
of  the  city,  in  their  respective  departments, 
under  the  general  supervision  and  control  of 
His  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  authorized  to  expend 
the  appropriations  made  or  to  be  made,  for  the 
next  year,  for  the  work  of  their  several  depart- 
ments, in  accordance  with  the  laws  and  ordi- 
nances applicable  thereto. 

The  question  was  on  concurrence  with  the 
Council. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  the  following  as  a  substitute 
for  the  amendment  of  the  Common  Couucil : 

Ordered,  That  at  each  stated  period  fixed  by 
law  for  the  payment  of  salaries  the  city  auditor 
shall  audit  and  allow  for  payment  all  proper 
requisitions  from  each  department  or  board  for 
the  proportionate  amount  of  its  salary  item  in 
its  appropriation  hereinafter  made,  and  the  ap- 
propriations for  public  buildings,  ordinary  ex- 
penses, and  public  buildings,  schoolhouses, 
shall  be  subject  to  such  special  orders  as  the 
City  Council  may  pass  before  July  15.  1887,  and 
the  appropriations  for  paving,  lamps,  and  sewers, 
shall  be  subject  to  the  special  directions  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  All  appropriations  for  the 
ordinary  expenditures  of  the  departments,  and 
the  care,  custody,  and  maintenance  of  the  pub- 
lic property,  shallbe  expended  at  the  discretion 
of  the  departments  or  boards  in  charge,  subjecf 
to  such  orders  as  may  be  hereafter  passed  by 
the  City  Council,  and  the  auditor  shall  allow 
drafts  against  them  for  such  a  proportionate 
amount  monthly  as  is  reasonable  and  custom- 
ary. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  amendment  or  substitute  offered  by  Aid.  Lee 
is  in  entire  conflict  with  the  city  charter. 

The  Chairman— The  substitute  which  has 
been  offered  by  Aid.  Lee  is  substantially  the 
amendment  which  was  refused  by  this  Board,  or 
rather  which  was  ruled  out  by  the  chairman  as 
not  being  in  harmony  with  the  charter,  and  Aid. 
Carroll  has  raised  the  question  that  this  amend- 
ment or  substitute  which  has  been  offered  by 
Aid.  Lee  is  in  conflict  with  the  city  charter. 

Aid.  Lee— I  will  at  this  time  detain  the  Board 
with  but  just  a  few  remarks,  because  I  antici- 
pate what  the  ruling  of  the  Chair  will  be.  But 
I  have  offered  that  substitute  believing  it  to  be 
in  strict  conformity  with  the  written  opinion  of 
the  corporation  counsel  of  Jan.  18,  1886.  I  cer- 
tainly shall  vote  against  the  substitute  which 
comes  from  the  Common  Council,  because  I  be- 
lieve that  order  deprives  this  branch  in  particu- 
lar of  certain  rights  that  they  have  under  the 
city  charter.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  only 
cite  the  paragraph  of  the  last  portion  of  the 
opinion  of  the  corporation  counsel  of  last  year: 

"It  may  also  by  a  general  provision  [referring 
to  the  City  Council]  authorize  the  several  boards 
and  heads  of  departments  to  expend  the  money 
for  the  purposes  named,  or  may  provide  that  no 
part  of  an  appropriation  shall  be  expended  un- 
less required  by  law." 

Now,  it  may  be  said,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the 
sentence,  "required  by  law,"  covers  all  laws. 
But  as  I  understood  at  the  time  the  decision  was 
rendered,  and  as  I  understood  today,  that  sen- 


tence was  applicable  particularly  to  executions, 
interest  on  city  debt  and  payments  of  that  na- 
ture, which  the  city  auditor  and  treasurer  were 
obliged  to  pay.  The  opinion  then  goes  on  to 
say: 

"Without  the  further  order  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil." 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  claim  that  the  substi- 
tute which  I  have  offered  does  not  contain  any 
of  the  objectionable  features  which  were  em- 
braced in  the  order  which  came  from  the  Com- 
mon Council  at  our  last  meeting.  I  trust  that 
the  members  of  this  Bourd  will  adopt  the  sub- 
stitute which  I  have  offered  and  not  permit  to 
pass  from  their  hands  any  of  the  rights  which 
they  now  hold  under  the  charter. 

Aid.  Carroll — In  raising  the  point  of  order 
and  in  giving  to  the  city  charter  the  construc- 
tion which  I  have  given  it,  I  do  not  wish  my  ac- 
tion to  be  misunderstood  or  misinterpreted. 
The  law  is  not  any  seeking  of  me  or  the  people 
of  city  of  Boston,  in  my  opinion,  but  was  the 
seeking  of  a  few  individuals  who  have  imposed 
and  inflicted  upon  the  city  something  that  is 
working  a  very  large  injury  to  the  best  interest 
of  the  city.  But,  sir,  I  believe  that  when 
the  law  is  there  before  us  on  the  statute 
book,  there  is  no  use  in  going  under, 
over,  against,  or  outside  of  it:  but  we 
should  meet  it  fairly  and  give  it  that  honest 
trial  which  any  law  ought  to  receive,  and  then 
if  it  is  not  a  good  law,  I  think  the  demands  of 
the  citizens  will  be  such  that  the  Legislature 
will  give  us  some  relief  in  the  future.  Now, 
Mr.  Chairman,  in  Section  6  of  the  act  to  amend 
the  city  charter  of  the  city  of  Boston,  page  35, 
it  says : 

The  executive  powers  of  said  city,  and  all  the  executive 
powers  now  vested  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  as  such,  as 
surveyors  of  highways,  county  commissioners  or  other- 
wise, shall  be  and  hereby  are  vested  in  the  mayor  to  be 
exercised  through  the  several  officers  and  boards  of  the 
city  in  their  respective  departments,  under  his  general 
supervision  and  control. 

I  think  that  covers  the  whole  ground.  A  lit- 
tle further  on  it  cays: 

Such  officers  and  boards  shall,  in  their  respective  de- 
partments, make  all  necessary  contracts  for  the  employ- 
ment of  labor,  the  supply  of  'materials,  and  the  construc- 
tion, alteration  and  repair  of  all  public  works  and  build- 
ings, and  have  the  entire  care,  custody  and  management 
of  all  public  works,  institutions,  buildings  and  other 
property,  and  the  direction  and  control  of  all  the  exec- 
mive  and  administrative  business  of  said  city. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  differ  with  my  friend 
on  my  left  in  his  opinion  that  this  amendment 
from  the  Common  Council  takes  away  any  of 
our  rights;  because  under  section  10,  on  the 
next  page,  you  will  see  that  the  statute  makes 
a  distinct  qualification.    It  says : 

All  orders,  resolutions,  or  votes  ot  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men of  said  city  which  involve  the  exercise  of  any  of  the 
powers  conferred  by  law  upon  the  mayor  and  aldermen, 
or  the  Board  of  Aldermen  as  a  separate  Board. 

The  charter  protects  us  in  that  provision. 
Even  after  the  passage  of  this  amendment 
from  the  Council  we  still  retain  all  the  powers 
which  we  Ifeve  under  the  charter,  just  as  we 
would  have  them  with  the  passage  of  the 
amendment;  and,  further,  in  my  opinion,  the 
substitute  offered  by  the  gentleman  is  in  entire 
conflict  with  the  charter.  By  concurring  with 
the  Council  we  do  not  lose  or  surrender  any  of 
the  rights  we  have  under  the  charter,  because 
those  rights  are  protected  by  the  charter  and 
are  governed  bv  law,  no  matter  what  we  do 
here.  The  legislative  powers  of  this  Board  un- 
der the  'charter  cannot  be  delegated,  nor  can 
they  be  taken  away  from  us,  no  matter  what 
amendment  we  may  pass. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  will  rule  that  the 
point  of  order  raised  by  Aid.  Carroll  is  well 
taken.  The  question  is  on  concurring  in  the 
amendment  which  has  been  passed  by  the  Com- 
mon Council. 

Aid.  Lee  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  the 
Board  voted  to  concur  in  the  amendment  of  the 
Common  Council ;  yeas  7,  nays  2 : 

Yeas— Aid.  Allen,  Carroll,  Haynes,  Maguire, 
McLaughlin,  N.  G.  Smith,  Sullivan— 7. 

Nays— Aid.  Lee,  C.  W.  Smith— 2. 

Absent— Aid.  Bromwich,  Capen,  Donovan— 3. 

Adjourned,  at  1.18  P.M.,  on  motion  of  Aid.  N. 
G.  Smith. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Monday,  May  2, 1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
4  o'clock  P.M.,  Aid.  Donovan,  chairman,  presid- 
ing, and  all  the  members  present. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Bromwieh  the  reading  of 
the  record  of  the  last  meeting  was  dispensed 
with. 

JURORS    DRAWN. 

Forty  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  sec- 
ond session  of  the  Superior  Court. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the 
first  session  Superior  Court. 

HEARINGS  AT  4  O'CLOCK  ON  ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

1.  On  petition  of  the  Oriental  Tea  Company, 
for  license  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  steam- 
engine  of  20-horse  power,  at  85-89  Court  street. 
No  one  desiring  to  object,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Steam  Engines. 

2.  On  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Win- 
ter street,  Dorchester.  No  one  desiring  to  ob- 
ject, recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers 
(Aid.) 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENTS. 

Communications  were  received  from  the  may- 
or making  the  following  appointments  : 

To  be  city  treasurer  for  the  term  of  one  year 
from  July  1,  1887— Alfred  T.  Turner. 

To  be  city  collector  for  the  term  of  one  year 
from  July  1,  1887— James  W.  Ricker. 

To  be  city  auditor  for  the  term  of  one  year 
from  July  1,  1887— James  H.  Dodge. 

To  be  a  measurer  of  grain— Charles  M.  Paine. 

To  be  field  drivers  and  pound  keepers— At  East 
Boston,  James  V.  Chase,  Daniel  W.  Clark ;  South 
Boston,  William  T.  McChesney:  Roxbury,  Ber- 
nard Crosby,  Sylvester  E.  Partridge,  Augustine 
M.  Harris;  Dorchester,  Henry  Griffith;  West 
Roxbury,  Michael  Wheyland;  Brighton,  Patrick 
J.  Welch  and  Jonathan  McConnell. 

To  be  fence  viewers — Woodbury  L.  Lewis, 
George  A.  Spear  and  George  Myrick. 

To  be  weighers  of  coal—  H.  A.  Henderson, 
John  Richardson,  John  C.  Felker,  Jr.,  and 
George  W.  Card. 

To  be  inspectors  of  petroleum  and  coal  oil- 
Robert  F.  Means  and  Joshua  Cleaves. 

To  be  inspector  of  lime — Daniel  Higgins. 

To  be  surveyors  of  marble,  freestone  and  soap- 
stone— William  B.  Bayley  and  Daniel  Higgins. 

Appointments  severally  laid  over. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED 

To  the.  Committee  on  Finance— -Request  of 
the  directors  for  public  institutions  that  the 
unexpended  balance  for  wharf  at  Long  Island 
be  transferred  to  the  appropriation  for  home  for 
paupers  at  Long  Island. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets— Notice  of  hear- 
ing before  the  Railroad  Commissioners  on  peti- 
tion of  Boston  &  Providence  railroad  corpora- 
tion for  alterations  in  South  street,  W.  R.,  where 
it  crosses  the  said  railroad. 

To  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall.  Etc.—T>. 
R.  Pierce  and  others,  for  the  use  of  Faneuil 
Hall  on  the  evening  of  June  17,  to  entertain  R. 
E.  Lee  Camp  of  Confederate  Veterans  of  Rich- 
mond, Va. 

To  the  Committee  on  Under  (/round  Wires 
(Aid.)— Edison  Electric  Illuminating  Company, 
to  lay  underground  conductors  for  electric  light- 
ing purposes  in  certain  named  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Electric  Wires— N.  E. 
Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company,  to  erect 
poles  in  Brighton  avenue,  Cambridge  and  Wash- 
ington streets,  Ward  25. 

To  the  Committee  on  Railroads  —  Boston  Con- 
solidated Street  Railway  Company,  to  be  al- 
lowed to  lay  an  additional  track  in  Cambridge 
street,  between  Perkins  street  and  Clinton  place, 
Charlestown. 

To  the  Committee  on  Department  for  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings  (Aid.)— Buy  State  Safe  De- 
posit &  Trust  Co.,  to  excavate  the  basement  of 
their  building,  87  Boylston  street,  to  grade  eight. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines,  Etc.— 


Daniel  Clark,  for  the  privilege  of  using  a  steam 
boiler  of  eight-horse  power. 

To  the  Committee  on  the  Department  for  In- 
spection of  Buildings— E.  K.  Turner,  for  Fitch- 
burg  railroad,  to  build  a  wooden  freight  house 
on  Warren  avenue,  near  Front  street,  Ward  5. 

To  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners — Reed 
Bros.  &  Sawin  and  others,  that  Rutherford 
avenue  may  be  straightened. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims— James  Deshon, 
offering  to  surrender  an  alleged  invalid  deed  of 
the  collector  of  an  estate  on  Hamilton  avenue, 
Ward  24. 

James  Deshon,  offering  to  surrender  an  al- 
leged invalid  deed  of  the  collector  of  an  estate 
on  Columbia  street,  Ward  24. 

James  Deshon,  offering  to  surrender  an  al- 
leged invalid  deed  of  the  collector  of  an  estate 
on  Columbia  street,  Ward  24. 

James  Deshon,  offering  to  surrender  an  al- 
leged invalid  deed  of  the  collector  of  an  estate 
on  Columbia  street,  Ward  24. 

James  Deshon,  offering  to  surrender  an  al- 
leged invalid  deed  of  the  collector  of  an  estate 
on  Columbia  street,  Ward  24, 

James  Deshon,  offering  to  surrender  an  al- 
leged invalid  deed  of  the  collector  of  an  estate 
on  Hamilton  avenue.  Ward  24. 

James  Deshon,  offering  to  surrender  an  al- 
leged invalid  deed  of  the  collector  of  an  estate 
on  Hamilton  avenue,  Ward  24. 

James  Deshon,  offering  to  surrender  a  collec- 
tor's deed  of  an  estate  on  Columbia  street,  Ward 
24,  alleging  said  deed  to  be  invalid. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps  (Aid.)— Samuel 
Little  and  others,  for  electric  lights  around  the 
park  on  Warren  street  and  Blue  Hill  avenue. 

Dwight  M.  Clapp  and  others,  for  a  public  lamp 
in  a  passageway  in  rear  of  St.  James  avenue. 

G.  N.  Fisher  and  others,  for  a  lamp  in  rear  of 
St.  John's  Chapel,  Devens  street,  Charlestown. 

Charles  H.  Streeter  and  others,  for  lamps  on 
Elm  Lawn,  Dorchester. 

Baily  L.  Page,  for  lamps  upon  Baily  street, 
Ward  23. 

Miss  Annie  Harvey  and  others,  for  lamps  on 
Fenton  place,  off  Greenwich  street,  Ward  24. 

W.  D.  C.  Curtis  and  others,  for  lamp  on  High- 
land avenue,  Neponset. 

Eliza  K.  Lawson  and  others,  for  public  lamps 
on  Maple  street,  between  Cheney  and  Georgia 
streets,  Ward  21. 

To  the  Committee  on  Pan  big— Charles  D'W. 
Marcy  and  others,  for  edgestones  corner  Euclid 
street  and  the  paving  of  the  gutters. 

George  D.  Grant  and  others,  for  edgestones  on 
Elden  and  Rossiter  streets. 

Joseph  Cleve  and  others,  for  edgestones  in 
front  of  their  estates  on  Centre  street,  Jamaica 
Plain,  and  that  the  sidewalks  be  put  in  good 
condition. 

Roger  Devlin,  for  brick  sidewalk,  26  Brooks 
street. 

Bridget  Kelly,  for  brick  sidewalk,  124  Vernon 
street. 

J.  H.  T.  Adams,  for  brick  sidewalk,  12,  14  and 
16  Cherry  street. 

James  V.  Devine,  for  brick  sidewalk,  875,  877, 
883  and  885  Broadway. 

James  V.  Devine,  for  brick  sidewalk,  40  and  42 
Emerson  street. 

James  V.  Devine,  for  brick  sidewalk,  Emerson 
street,  junction  third  street,  north  side. 

J.  F.  Amsden,  for  brick  sidewalk,  Elm-hill 
avenue. 

A.  H.  Coffin,  for  brick  sidewalk,  281-283  New- 
bury street. 

P.  H.  Kerrigan,  for  edgestones  and  brick  side- 
walk in  front  of  estate  No.  1  Brookford  street. 

Mary  C.  Weis,  for  edgestone  and  brick  side- 
walk, 508  East  Seventh  street. 

Thomas  R.  White,  for  edgestone  and  brick 
sidewalk,  Claremont  park. 

Patrick  Meehan,  for  edgestones  at  corner 
Green  and  Washington  streets. 

Patrick  Meehan,  for  concrete  sidewalks  corner 
Green  and  Washington  streets. 

Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  Company,  for 
leave  to  close  the  bridge  over  its  tracks  at  Belle- 
vue  street  while  rebuilding  of  said  bridge. 

W.  C.  Loemans,  for  permission  to  build  a  coal 
shoot  in  sidewalk  at  No.  157  Broadway,  South 
Boston. 

Henry  Field,  to  erect  a  post  to  display  a  mortar 
sign  at  Field's  corner. 

Eugene  W.  Babo,  to  be  allowed  to  erect  a  post 
on  which  to  place  a  druggist's  mortar  in  the 
sidewalk  at  1277  Tremont  street. 
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Ellen  R.  Robson,  for  leave  to  place  a  hitching 
post  in  front  of  26  Wales  street. 

Perkins  Institution  and  Mass.  School  for  the 
Blind,  for  abatement  of  the  assessment  for  edge- 
stones  in  front  of  its  estate  corner  of  Day  and 
Perkins  streets,  Roxbury. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers— Issac  F.  Thomp- 
son and  others,  for  a  sewer  in  Sawyer  avenue, 
Ward  24. 

D.  L.  Billings,  for  a  sewer  in  Pleasant  street, 
between  Creek  and  Commercial  streets,  Ward  24. 

James  N.  Thompson  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in 
a  passageway  between  Huntington  avenue  and 
Falmouth  street. 

Trustees  Huntington  avenue  lands  and  others, 
for  a  sewer  in  a  passageway  West  of  West  Ches- 
ter park  as  per  plans  submitted. 

Hugh  H.  Campbell  and  others,  for  a  sewer  on 
Carson  street,  Dorchester. 

Eliza  K.  Lawson,  for  a  sewer  in  Maple  street, 
between  Cheney  and  Georgia  street,  Ward  21. 

W.  D,  Forbush  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in 
Schuyler  street,  between  Elm  Hill  avenue  and 
Maple  street. 

Norton  Brothers,  for  a  sewer  in  Norton  street, 
Ward  24. 

O.  Granville  Way,  that  the  sewer  in  Motte 
street  he  repaired  or  a  new  one  built. 

Trustees  of  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  for 
abatement  of  sewer  assessment;  against  their 
estate  on  Dartmouth  street. 

Hannah  Holland,  for  abatement  of  sewer 
assessment  against  her  estate,  No.  85  Chelsea 
street,  Ward  3. 

Margaret  Denvir,  owner  of  certain  estates  on 
Lincoln  street,  Brighton,  for  the  abatement  of  a 
portion  of  the  sewer  assessments  against  said 
estates,  which  at  the  time  of  the  assessments 
stood  in  the  name  of  Arthur  E.  Coffin. 

Perkins  Institution  and  Massachusetts  School 
for  the  Blind,  for  abatement  of  the  sewer  assess- 
ment against  its  estate  on  Day  street.  Roxbury. 

To  the  Committee  on.  Health  (Aid.)—  Magda- 
lena  C.  Bohndell,  to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden 
building  for  two  horses  on  Westville  street, 
Ward  24. 

James  Murphy,  to  occupv  a  proposed  wooden 
building  for  rive  cows  and  one  horse  on  Seldon 
street,  lot  No.  22,  Ward  24. 

William  Gilligan,  to  occupy  a  new  brick  build- 
ing for  12  horses  on  Mechanics  street  near  Mad- 
ison court.  Ward  22. 

Emelia  Willwerth,  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
building  for  one  horse,  on  Mozart  street,  off 
Lamartme  street,  Ward  23. 

Thomas"H.  Cummings,  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
building  for  four  horses  on  Metropolitan  avenue, 
Ward  23. 

Samuel  N.  Ufford,  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
building  for  two  horses  on  unnamed  street,  near 
Dyer  and  Norfolk  streets,  Ward  24. 

J.  W.  Johnson  &  Co.,  to  occupy  an  old  wooden 
building  for  17  additional  horses  on  Chardon 
street,  comer  Hawkins  street,  Ward  7. 

Edward  B.  Spinney,  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
building  for  one  horse,  on  Shaw  street,  off  La- 
grange street,  Ward  23. 

Catherine  B.  Jobling,  to  occupy  an  old  wooden 
building  for  two  horses,  on  Payson  avenue. 
Ward  24. 

Samuel  J.  Wilder,  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
building  for  two  horses,  on  Foster  street,  Brigh- 
ton, Ward  25. 

Steam  Engine  Petition. 

G.  M.  Strong,  for  license  to  erect  and  use  a  sta- 
tionary steam  engine  at  187-189  Sumner  street, 
East  Boston. 

On  the  above  petition  an  order  of  notice  was 
passed  for  a  hearing  thereon  on  Monday,  May 
23,  at  4  o'clock  P.M. 

GLOBE  NEWSPAPER  COMPANY. 

Aid.  Lee  presented  a  petition  from  the  Globe 
Newspaper  Company,  for  leave  to  erect  a  tem- 
porary stand  and  suspend  a  flag. 

In  connection  with  the  petition  Aid.  Lee  of- 
fered an  order : 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  hereby  granted 
to  the  Boston  Daily  Globe  Publishing  Company 
to  erect  a  temporary  stand  in  front  of  Nos.  238- 
240  Washington  street,  and  to  suspend  a  flag 
across  said  street  in  front  of  its  building,  on 
Monday,  May  2,  1887. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  read  a 
second  time  and  passed. 

FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL, 

Message  of  the  mayor  transmitting  a  com- 


munication from  the  superintendent  of  public 
buildings,  relative  to  a  fire  at  the  Gaston  school- 
house.    Placed  on  file. 

4.  Order  directing  the  superintendent  of  pub- 
lic buildings  to  proceed  at  once  and  make  the 
necessary  repairs  upon  the  Gaston  schoolhouse. 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  school- 
houses,  public  buildings,  when  appropriated. 

Aid.  Carroll  moved  to  amend  the  order  by 
inserting  after  the  words  "at  once"  the  words 
'"by  contract  or  otherwise." 

lhe  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order  as 
amended  was  passed  in  concurrence.  Sent  down. 

5.  Report  and  order  of  Committee  on  Claims 
to  pay  Alexander  New  $50,  returned  by  the  Com- 
mon Council  with  report  of  Committee  on  Judi- 
ciary and  copy  of  opinion  of  city  solicitor  that 
the  Common  Council  has  no  authority  in  legal 
expenditures  for  county  purposes.  (City  Doc.  75.) 

The  Chairman— The  communication  will  be 
received  and  placed  on  file.  We  have  passed 
the  order.  The  Board  have  done  all  that  the 
law  requires  them  to  do,  I  would  say  for  infor- 
mation, and  did  it  on  the  28th  of  February. 
It  is  endorsed,  "In  Board  of  Aldermen. 
Passed ;  sent  down  for  concurrence.  Patrick  J. 
Donovan,  chairman."  That  was  done  under  in- 
structions from  the  Law  Department. 
Building  in  West  Boxbury. 

6.  Report  of  Committee  on  Judiciary  of  the 
Common  Council  with  an  order  (City  Doc.  73) 
that  the  city  solicitor  be  directed  to  take  any 
action  necessary  to  give  effect  to  the  order 
passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  approved 
by  the  mayor,  Feb.  2,  1886,  in  regard  to  a  build- 
ing in  West  Roxbury,  as  per  copy  thereto  an- 
nexed. 

Aid.  Lee  moved  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on 
Standing  Regulations  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Aid.  Bromwich— This  same  matter  came  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Paving  lasr  year,  and 
they- reported  ah  order/tq  the  Board,  and  I  be- 
lieve it  was  passed.  But,  as  I  understand,  the 
trouble  has  been  with  the  Law  Department  not 
being  able  to  enforce,  if  I  may  use  the  term,  the 
order  of  lhe  government,  because  the  line  is  the 
old  Roxbury  line.  I  have  not  heard  from  it  for 
some  time,  but  from  the  result  of  several  inqui- 
ries I  have  made  I  hoped  that  it  had  been  set- 
tled before  this..  The  difficulty  I  believe,  is  the 
line  given  when  the  premises  were  located 
there,  and  the  fact  that  Roxbury  has  since  been 
annexed  to  the  city  of  Boston,  and  that  causes  a 
little  trouble  to  the  law  officers.  I  am  glad  it  is 
going  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Stand- 
ing Regulations,  as  the  alderman  has  asked,  and 
1  hope  it  will  be  rectified. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Standing  Regulations. 

Holiday  for  City  Employees. 

7.  Order  requesting  heads  of  Police  and  Fire 
Departments  to  allow  all  policemen  and  firemen 
belonging  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  a 
holiday  on  Memorial  day  (provided  their  ser- 
vices can  be  dispensed  with),  without  loss  of 
pay,  such  holiday  to  be  in  part  compensation  for 
their  services. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  desire  to  amend  that  order 
so  that  it  shall  read: 

Order  requesting  the  heads  of  the  Police,  Fire, 
and  all  other  departments  of  the  city  to  allow 
all  policemen,  firemen,  and  nil  those  employed 
by  said  departments  belonging  to  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  a  holiday  on  Memorial 
day,  etc. 

I  think  it  is  only  just  and  fair  that  if  there  is 
any  courtesy  at  all  extended  to  city  employees, 
the  men  in  the  Paving,  Health,  Water,  and 
Sewer  Departments  are  entitled  to  just  as  much 
recognition  as  those  of  any  other  departments: 

The  Chairman— Does  the  alderman  offer  his 
order  as  an  amendment  or  a  substitute? 

Aid.  Carroll — As  a  substitute. 

The  substitute  was  adopted,  and  the  order  as 
amended  was  passed.     Sent  down. 

8.  Order  directing  the  superintendent  of  Com- 
mon, etc.,  to  put  in  proper  condition  the  mall  on 
Rutland  square,  to  lie  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Common  and  public  grounds. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Allen,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common  and  Squares. 

9.  Order  directing  the  Board  of  Health  to  con- 
sider and  report  upon  the  expediency  of  build- 
ing a  suitable  building  in  Ward  23,  near  Jamaica 
Plain,  upon  the  lino  of  Stony  brook,  for  a  bath 
house  for  boys. 

Passed  in  concurrence. 


MAY     3,     1887 


460 


UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  Board  took  up 
the  following: 

10.  Order  for  superintendent  of  streets  to  re- 
surface, with  Barber  asphalt,  the  westerly  side 
of  Columbus  avenue,  from  Holyoke  street  to 
West  Chester  Park.    Passed. 

11.  Order  for  the  superintendent  of  streets  to 
resurface,  with  Barber  asphalt,  lulby  street, 
from  State  street  to  Liberty  square.    Passed. 

Later  in  the  session  Aid.  Lee  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  votes  whereby  the  Board  voted  to  pass 
orders  No.  10  and  11. 

Aid.  Lee— If  the  reconsideration  prevails  I 
will  then  move  to  have  them  assigned  to  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Board. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  simply  want  to  give  the 
views  of  the  superintendent  of  streets.  Those 
streets  are  in  very  bad  condition.  They  are 
obliged  to  send  down  gravel  almost  every  day 
to  fill  up  the  holes  in  the  streets.  These  streets 
it  is  proposed  to  have  resurfaced  by  the  Barber 
Asphalt  Company  for  §2  a  square  yard.  The 
superintendent  says  if  they  were  to  pave  that 
street  with  granite  blocks  it  would  cost 
S3  a  yard.  This  company  agrees  to  resurface 
those  streets  for  $2  a  square  yard  and  guarantee 
to  keep  them  in  repair  for  the  next  five  years. 
The  streets  ought  to  be  resurfaced.  I  state  that 
on  the  authority  of  the  superintendent  of 
streets.  Of  course,  if  the  Board  sees  fit  to  lay 
the  order  over  for  another  week,  I  have  no  ob- 
jection, but  the  streets  are  in  bad  condition 
and  ought  to  be  fixed. 

Aid.  Lee's  motion  to  reconsider  the  votes 
whereby  orders  No.  10  and  11  were  passed  was 
carried,  and  the  orders  were  assigned  to  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Board. 

12.  Order  agreeing  upon  and  ratifying  route  of 
Ocean  Terminal  railroad  and  authorizing  cross- 
ing of  Chelsea  bridge  by  said  railroad  at  the 
same  level,  as  per  order  of  July  21,  1879.    Passed. 

REPORTS  OF    CITY   OFFICERS. 

Communications  and  reports  of  city  officers 
were  received  as  follows : 

Trustees  of  City  Hospital— Notice  of  organiza- 
tion this  day  by  the  election  of  Timothy  J. 
Dacey  as  president  and  Henry  H.  Sprague  as 
clerk  and  secretary. 

Directors  for  Public  Institutions — Notice  of 
organization  this  day  by  the  election  of  John  B. 
Martin,  president,  and  William  H.  Hodgkins, 
clerk. 

Boston  Water  Board— Notice  of  organization 
this  day  by  the  election  of  Colonel  Horace  T. 
Rockwell  as  chairman  and  Walter  E.  Swan  as 
clerk. 

Severally  sent  down. 

Report  of  the  Boston  Water  Board  that  they 
have  received  during  the  three  months  ending 
April  30,  from  various  sources,  $4587.40.  Sent 
down. 

Report  of  the  water  registrar  of  receipts  during 
the  past  three  months  of  §3491.34.    Sent  down. 

Report  of  the  weighers  and  inspectors  of  ves- 
sels and  ballast  for  the  quarter  ending  April  30. 
Receipts,  §207.10;  expenses,  $31.50;  net  income 
divided  by  the  incumbents,  §175.60.    Sent  down. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  superintend- 
ent of  Faneuil-hall  Market,  in  compliance  with 
Chapter  4,  Section  10,  Revised  Ordinances,  that 
.  he  has  received  during  the  quarter  ending  April 
30,  $469.57. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  will,  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  Board,  inform  them  that  Chap- 
ter 4,  Section  10,  makes  no  requirement  of  that 
nature,  and  Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  moves  that  this 
communication  be  returned  to  the  superintend- 
ent of  Faneuil-hall  Market. 

It  was  voted  that  the  communication  be  re- 
turned to  the  superintendent  of  Faneuil-hall 
Market. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  superintendent 
of  streets  in  obedience  to  the  order  approved 
April 30, 1887,  submitting  the  following: 

In  August,  1886,  J.  M.  Galvin  was  credited  by 
this  department  for 

591  single  loads  gravel §88.65 

291  double  loads  gravel 72.75 

Sept.    284  single  loads  gravel 42.60 

205  double  loads  gravel 51.25 

Oct.        9  single  loads  gravel 1.35 

Nov.       44  single  loads  gravel 6.60 

61  double  loads  gravel 15.25 

Dec.     193  single  loads  gravel 38.60 

63  double  loads  gravel 25.20 

$842.25 


This  is  all  the  gravel  purchased  by  the  depart- 
ment that  came  from  the  Morton  street  bank, 
as  far  as  known  by  the  superintendent  of  streets. 
Very  respectfully, 

John  W,  McDonald, 

Superintendent  of  Streets. 
Sent  down. 

location  accepted. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Sewall  &  Day 
Cordage  Company  of  their  acceptance  of  the 
railroad  location  granted  to  them  across  Lin- 
coln street,  Brighton,  by  the  order  approved 
April  6,  1887. 

Placed  on  file. 

railroad  police. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  appointment  by 
the  selectmen  of  Hyde  Park  of  43  employees  of 
the  Boston  &  Providence  railroad  corporation  as 
railroad  police,  in  accordance  with  the  provis- 
ions of  Section  14  of  Chapter  103  of  the  Public 
Statutes. 

Placed  on  file. 

NOTICES    FROM    THE    HARBOR    COMMISSIONERS. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  Harbor  and 
Land  Commissioners  of  hearings  before  said 
board  on  the  petitions  of  Otis  Minot,  a  water- 
man, O.  Ditson  &  Co.    Severally  placed  on  file. 

Also  notice  of  approval  of  ijlans  for  bridge 
over  Charles  river.    Placed  on  rile. 

REVIEW  OF  THE  FIRST  REGIMENT. 

An  invitation  was  received  from  Colonel  Aus- 
tin C.  Wellington,  for  the  mayor  and  City  Coun- 
cil to  attend  the  review  by  His  Excellency  the 
Governor,  of  the  First  Regiment  at  Mechanics' 
building,  Monday.  May  9,  at  S  P.M. 

Accepted  on  motion  of  Aid.  N.  G.  Smith.  Sent 
down. 

STEAM  ENGINES. 

Aid.  Hatnes  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Steam  Engines,  recommending  that 
licenses  be  granted  as  follows : 

Frank  W.  Foster,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
boiler  of  eight-horse  power  for  heating  purposes 
at  Causeway  street. 

J.  W.  Clapp,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler  of 
30-horse  power  for  heating  purposes  at  10  Park 
square. 

Reports  accepted  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

INSPECTION  OF  BUILDINGS. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Inspection  of  Buildings : 

Report  recommending  that  a  permit  be 
granted  George  Fera  to  project  a  bay  window 
from  btfilding  on  Mason  street,  rear  of  No.  162 
Tremont  street.  Accepted  and  leave  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions : 

Reports  recommending  that  leave  be  granted 
upon  the  following  petitions : 

John  O.  Shaw  and  others,  to  lower  the  cellar 
of  building  42  and  44  Causeway  street  to 
Grade  9. 

W.  F.  Nowell,  to  be  allowed  to  project  a  drug- 
gist's mortar  from  building  corner  Merrirnac 
street  and  Staniford-street  extension. 

Reports  accepted  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  upon 
the  following  petition  of  Asher  Ratshesky  for 
leave  to  construct  the  cellar  of  his  building  at 
156-160  Merrirnac  street,  3V2  feet  below  the  estab- 
lished grade.    Accepted. 

CONTINGENT  EXPENSES. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Contingent  Expenses  (City 
Doc.  78)  giving  the  amount  of  bills  for  expenses 
incurred  by  joint  committees  during  the  months 
of  January,  February  and  March  of  the  present 
year,  amounting  to  §1079.39. 

Accepted,  sent  down. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  in  the  chair. 

ROXBURY  HIGH  SCHOOL  SITE. 

Aid.  Carroll  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Schools  and  Schoolhouses  upon 
the  order  for  them  to  report  a  suitable  site  in 
Roxbury  for  the  proposed  new  high  school,  re- 
commending the  passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be 
authorized,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  city, 
to  purchase,  as  a  site  for  a  new  high  school- 
house.  Roxbury,  a  parcel  of  land  situated  on  the 
easterly  side  of  Warren  street,  between  Mont- 
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rose  street  and  Dunreath  place,  and  containing 
26,082  square  feet,  for  the  sum  of  $1.75  per  square 
foot,  to  be  charged  to  the  special  appropriation 
for  new  High  schoolhouse,  Roxbury ;  it  being 
agreed  that  the  city  will  assume  and  pay  the 
taxes  assessed  upon  said  property  for  the  year 

1887. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Aid.  Capen— What  is  the  price  per  foot? 

The  Chair— §1.75. 

Aid.  Capen — I  move  to  assign  to  the  next 
meeting. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  do  not  rise  to  object,  but  if 
the  gentleman  will  withdraw  the  motion  I  will 
make  an  explanation. 

Aid.  Capen— I  will  withdraw  the  motion. 

Aid.  Carroll— The  Committee  on  School- 
houses,  composed  of  members  of  both  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  and  Common  Council,  examined 
seven  different  sites  which  have  been  suggested 
or  recommended.  They  have  examined  the 
burying-ground  site  and  many  others,  and  unan- 
imously recommended  to  the  full  committee 
the  selection  of  this  site.  Four  out  of  the  five 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Schoolhouse 
Sites  of  the  School  Committee  have  also  ap- 
proved and  recommended  the  selection  of  this 
site.  It  is  a  site  that  the  people  in  that  section 
are  very  desirous  of  having.  The  masters  of 
the  schools  tell  us  it  meets  the  demands  of  the 
growth  of  that  section  of  the  city,  where  the 
population  is  increasing.  The  owner  refused  to 
accept  an  award  of  $2.70  per  foot  by  the  city  for 
a  certain  part  of  his  land  which  had  been  taken, 
and  after  a  trial  by  a  jury  he  was  awarded  $3.50 
per  foot  for  the  land  that  was  taken  from  him. 
So  I  think  that  fact  in  itself  alone  is  more  elo- 
quent than  any  argument  the  Committee  on 
Schools  and  Schoolhouses  can  make.  I  do  not 
care  whether  the  city  takes  the  site  or  not,  but 
I  have  no  Iiesitation  in  saying  that  it  is  the  de- 
sire of  the  people  in  that  section,  irrespective  of 
party,  that  this  site  shall  be  selected.  As  chair- 
man of  the  committee  I  present  the  unanimous 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Schools  and  School- 
houses. 

Aid.  Bromwich— Is  there  not  a  house  on  this 
land? 

Aid.  Carroll— The  $1.75  per  foot  includes 
everything  on  the  land,  including  the  little 
house  which  occupies  about  50  feet  of  the  land. 
The  price  includes  everything  free  and  clear. 

Aid.  Capen— I  am  satisfied  with  the  explana- 
tion of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Schools  and  Schoolhouses. 

Aid.  Hatnes— If  there  are  some  other  gentle- 
men here  who  would  like  to  have  it  lie  over, 
there  is  no  objection  whatever,  if  anybody  de- 
sires to  make  any  inquiries.  . 

Aid.  Capen— I  do  not  think  there  is  any  one 
who  wants  it  to  lie  over. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  have  made  inquiries  the 
last  week  and  find,  as  the  aldermen  stated,  that 
the  land  is  valued  at  a  great  deal  more  than  the 
price  asked.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  city  has 
made  a  good  bargain. 

The  rule  was  suspended  on  motion  of  Aid. 
Carroll,  and  the  order  was  passed,  yeas  12,  nays 
0.  the  yeas  and  nays  being  called  for  by  Aid. 
Carroll. 

Sent  down. 

CLERK  HIRE  IN  THE  COURTS. 

Aid.  Carroll  presented  requisitions  from  the 
clerks  of  courts  for  the  amount  of  clerk  hire 
during  the  month  of  April  as  follows : 

Superior  Civil  Court,  $538.61. 

Superior  Criminal,  $365. 

Approved  and  ordered  paid. 

public  lands. 

Aid.  Carroll  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Lands: 

Upon  the  accompanying  petition  of  Joseph 
Hubbard,  for  permission  to  buy  of  the  city  a  part 
of  its  estate  at  the  comer  of  Tremont  and  Heath 
streets,  at  Roxbury,  referred  to  them,  the  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Public  Lands  respect- 
fully report,  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
order  following,  authorizing  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners to  sell  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  prop- 
erty in  question,  by  private  sale,  at  such  price 
and  on  such  terms  as  they  shall  make,  subject  to 
the  approval  of  His  Honor  the  Mayor : 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized  to 
sell,  by  private  sale,  subject  to  the  approval  of 
His  Honor  the  Mayor,  for  such  price  and  upon 


such  terms  as  they  shall  deem  to  be  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  city,  any  part  or  the  whole  of  the 
estate  belonging  to  the  city  of  Boston  at  the 
corner  of  Tremont  and  Heath  streets,  in  Rox- 
bury, containing  about  320,000  square  feet  of 
land,  and  known  as  the  "Heath-street  Bank." 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question 
came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  think  there  is  a  mistake 
there.  There  should  be  inserted  after  the  words 
"private  sale,"  or  "public  auction."  I  think  my 
colleague  on  the  committe  will  bear  me  out 
that  that  was  the  intent  of  the  committee. 
It  will  probably  be  sold  at  private  sale  anyway, 
as  it  isn't  very  desirable  perhaps,  except  for  a 
few  who  might  want  it.  But  we  wanted  it  left 
open  in  that  way,  so  that  it  could  be  sold  at 
public  auction  if  desired.  I  think  I  am  correct 
in  saying  that  it  was  the  unanimous  vote  of  ■  the 
committee  that  it  should  be  sold  at  private  sale 
or  public  auction,  whichever  way  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  city  would  be  subserved.  I  move 
that  "or  public  auction"  be  inserted  after  the 
words  "by  private  sale." 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order 
as  amended  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule.    Sent  down. 

Report  upon  the  petition  of  James  Kelly  for 
permission  to  use  a  lot  on  West  Newton  street 
and  West  Rutland  square  as  a  dumping-ground 
—That  no  action  is  necessary,  as  the  land  in 
question  has  passed  from  the  city's  control  by 
sale.    Accepted.    Sent  down 

Report  m  full  on  accompanying  message  ffoin 
His  Honor  the  Mayor,  referred  May  3,  1886,  con- 
cerning the  disposition  to  be  made  of  certain 
disused  public  buildings,  on  which  report,  in 
part,  was  made  March  14,  1887— Recommending 
the  passage  of  an  order,  which  follows,  transfer- 
ing  to  the  Street  Commissioners  the  school- 
house  on  Tremont  street,  at  the  corner  of  Wal- 
pole  street,  and  giving  that  board  authority  to 
sell  the  same  by  public  auction, 

Ordered,  That  the  primary  schoolhouse  estate 
belonging  to  the  city  of  Boston  on  Tremont  street, 
at  the  corner  of  Walpole  street,  surrendered  to 
the  City  Council  by  the  School  Board,  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  custody  of  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners,  and  that  said  commissioners  be 
and  they  hereby  are  authorized  to  sell  said 
estate  by  public  auction. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

Aid.  Carroll  moved  to  reconsider  the  last 
votes,  hoping  that  it  would  prevail ;  lost. 

RAILROADS. 

Aid.  Capen  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Railroads  recommending  the  passage 
of  orders  of  notice  of  hearings  on  Monday,  May 
23,  1887,  at  5  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  the  following 
petitions : 

South  Boston  Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to 
construct  and  maintain  double  tracks  connect- 
ing witli  its  tracks  on  Broadway  at  A  street,  and 
extending  through  A  street  and  Congress  street 
to  Postorhce  square. 

Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  for  a  loca- 
tion for  a  third  track  on  Tremont  street,  from 
Sterling  street  to  Ruggles  street,  to  connect  with 
tracks  already  laid  in  said  street. 

Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  for  location 
of  tracks  in  various  streets  in  the  city ;  also  for 
the  right  to  use  electricity  as  a  motive  power. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving : 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw 
upon  the  following  petitions : 

John  S.  Kelly,  for  a  license  to  water  the 
streets  in  Ward  23. 

F.  M.  Bachler,  to  maintain  a  fruit  stand  cor- 
ner Court  street  and  Franklin  avenue. 

Reports  severally  accepted. 

Report,  recommending  that  a  permit  be 
granted,  upon  the  usual  conditions,  to  John 
Soley  to  move  a  wooden  building  through  Bor- 
der street  to  corner  of  Border  and  Lexington 
streets.  Accepted,  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

Reports  and  orders  that  the  superintendent  of 
streets  be  directed  to  pave  the  sidewalk  with 
brick  in  front  of  estates  as  follows: 

Timothy  McCarthy,  1548-1550  Tremont  street. 

James  Monks,  645,  G47  and  649  Second  street. 

John  F.  Farrington,  859  Broadway, 
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Daniel  V.  Felts,  37  Maverick  square. 

William  H.  Adams,  8  to  20,  inclusive,  Isabella 
street. 

Silas  W.  Merrill,  236,  238,  298,  300  and  302  New- 
bury street. 

A.  H.  Caton.  455,  457  Beacon  street. 

A.  S.  Potter,  165-167  Huntington  avenue. 

Order  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Reports  and  orders  that  the  superintendent  of 
streets  be  directed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones 
and  pave  the  sidewalk  with  brick  in  front  of 
estates  as  follows : 

Mary  A.  McLaughlin,  201  Third  street. 

Francis  J.  "Ward,  12,  14  and  20  Gurney  street. 

George  f  aulkner,  Alveston  street,  near  Gree- 
nough  avenue. 

F.  A.  Johnston,  16  to  30,  inclusive,  Cumberland 
street. 

Terrance  Sullivan,  651  and  653  Second  street. 

Orders  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Reports  and  orders  that  the  superintendent  of 
streets  be  directed  to  furnish,  and  set  edgestones 
in  front  of  estates  as  follows : 

William  A.  Folsom,  Hillside  street,  second 
lot  from  Parker  street,  southerly  side. 

D.  E.  Page,  16  and  18  Gardner  street. 

George  B.  Nichols,  Elmore  street,  corner  Wal- 
nut avenue. 

Orders  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order— That  a  license  be  granted, 
upon  the  usual  conditions  to  John  McGinnis, 
the  owner  of  estate  corner  of  Alleghany  and 
Terrace  streets,  to  construct  and  maintain  one 
coal  hole,  on  Alleghany  street,  in  the  sidewalk 
in  front  of  his  said  estate. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

STREETS. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health  (Aid.)  recommending  that 
leave  be  granted,  upon  the  usual  conditions,  as 
follows : 

Alexander  Morton,  to  occupy  a  proposed 
wooden  building  for  eight  horses,  No.  18  Gustin 
street,  Ward  15. 

Alexander  Morton,  to  occupy  a  proposed 
wooden  building  for  15  horses,  No.  20  Gustin 
street,  Ward  15. 

Mrs.  Mary  C.  Hartford,  to  occupy  a  proposed 
wooden  building  for  one  horse  corner  Hartley 
and  Roslin  streets,  Ward  24. 

Reports  accepted  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

CLAMS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  reports  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Claims  as  follows : 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw 
upon  the  petition  of  J.  P.  and  Adela  F.  Ryder, 
for  compensation  for  injuries  received  on  Ben- 
nington street.  East  Boston. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw,  on 
account  of  insufficient  notice,  upon  the  petition 
of  Eliza  Doherty,  for  compensation  for  personal 
injuries  received  from  a  fall  on  Broadway,  South 
Boston,  January  23d,  1887. 

Report  accepted,  sent  down. 

SEWERS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Sewers : 

Reports  recommending  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing orders : 

Ordered,  That  the  sewer  assessment  against 
the  estate  of  Jane  McGinty  on  Bennington 
street,  East  Boston,  amounting  to  $34.13,  be  and 
hereby  is  abated  on  account  of  inability  to  pay. 

Ordered,  That  the  sewer  assessments  against 
the  City  of  Boston  Department  of  Common  and 
Squares,  amounting  to : 

§378  on  property  on  Juniper  street, 

8100.13  on  property  on  Centre  street  (West 
side), 

§188.03  on  property  on  Chestnut-Hill  avenue, 
be  and  is  hereby  abated. 

Ordered,  That  the  sewer  assessment  against 
the  City  of  Boston  Department  of  Parks, 
amountingto  §676.18  on  property,  Walnut  avenue, 
(Franklin  Park,)  be  and  is  hereby  abated. 

Ordered,  That  the  sewer  assessment  against 
the  estate  of  Michael  Cummings  on  Tremont 
street,  near  Heath  street,  amountingto  §37.39,  be 
and  is  hereby  abated,  as  the  property  belongs  to 
the  Department  of  Parks,  city  of  Boston. 

Ordered,  That  the  sewer  assessment  against 
the  city  of  Boston,  "Cemetery"  on  L  and  Emer- 
son streets.amounting  to  §124.32,  be  and  is  hereby 
abated. 


Ordered,  That  the  sewer  assessments  against 
the  city  of  Boston,  "Cemetery"  on  Fifth  street, 
between  L  and  M  streets,  South  Boston,  amount- 
ing to  §75.98,  be  and  hereby  is  abated. 

Ordered,  That  the  sewer  assessments  against 
the  city  of  Boston,  "Public  Lands,"  amounting- 
to: 

§1572.20  on  land  Highland  and  Centre  streets. 

§58.96  on  land  Swett  street,  be  and  is  hereby 
abated. 

Reports  accepted ;  orders  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

Also  reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw 
upon  the  following  petitions : 

Mary  G.  Appleton,  for  abatement  of  sewer  as- 
sessment against  estates  on  Walnut  avenue  and 
Rockland  street,  Ward  21. 

P.  H.  Kerrigan,  for  an  abatement  of  sewer  as- 
sessment against  his  estate  on  Brookford  street, 
Roxbury. 

Reports  accepted. 

Report  and  order— That  the  sewer  assessment 
against  the  estate  of  John  Stanton,  Nos.  1048- 
1052  Tremont  street,  amounting  to  §70.05.  be  and 
hereby  is  abated  on  account  of  no  benefit. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Orders  of  notice  of  intention  to  take  into  con- 
sideration, on  Monday  next,  the  expediency  of 
constructing  common  sewers  as  follows: 

In  Fenton  and  Duncan  streets,  between  Clay- 
ton and  Duncan  street,  and  also  in  Duncan 
street  from  Fenton  street,  running  southerly 
about  100  feet. 

In  Charles  street,  Ward  24,  to  continue  from 
•  Charles-street  sewer  to  Geneva-avenue  sewer. 

In  Braintree  street,  Ward  25,  between  Frank- 
lin street  and  Everett  street. 

In  Columbia  street,  Ward  24,  between  Wash- 
ington street  and  Oakland  Garden. 

In  Warren  street.  Ward  21,  between  Crawford 
street  and  Blue-hill  avenue. 

In  Blue-hill  avenue,  Ward  21,  between  Staf- 
ford and  Dennis  streets. 

In  Walker  street,  Ward  23,  between  South 
street,  and  to  a  point  330  feet  distant. 

In  Cambridge  street,  Ward  25.  between  Gor- 
don street  and  Saunders  street. 

In  Union  square,  Ward  25,  between  Brighton 
avenue  and  Cambridge  street. 

Orders  passed. 

CHEMICAL  ENGINE  FOR    "CANTERBURY." 

Aid.  Lee  offered  an  order— That  the  Board  of 
Fire  Commissioners  be  requested  to  consider 
the  expediency  of  locating  a  chemical  engine  in 
thar  part  of  West  Roxbury  known  as  Canter- 
bury. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Donovan,  to  the 
Committee  on  Fire  Department. 

MUDDY-BROOK  SLUICEWAY. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  an  order— That  the  Commit- 
tee on  Sewers  investigate  and  report  to  this 
Board  what  rights,  as  successor  to  the  Boston 
Water  Power  Company,  the  city  has  to  construct 
a  sluiceway  as  an  outlet  to  Muddy  river,  through 
the  lands  of  the  Roxbury  Mill  Corporation  bor- 
dering on  Charles  river. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan,  to  the 
Committee  on  Sewers. 

SOLDIERS'  MONUMENT  AT  JAMAICA  PLAIN, 

Aid.  Lee  offered  an  order— That  the  superin- 
tendent of  streets  be  requested  to  concrete  the 
walks  around  the  soldiers'  monument  situated 
at  the  junction  of  Centre  and  South  streets, 
Ward  23. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Maguire,  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving. 

STONY  BROOK. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  an  order— That  the  superin- 
tendent of  sewers  be  instructed  to  fence  in  and 
cover  over  such  portions  of  Stony  brook  as  are 
dangerous  to  the  public. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers  (Aid.) 
licenses. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  recommending  the 
granting  of  minors'  licenses  to  17  newsboys  and 
5  bootblacks. 

Also,  report  of  same  committee,  recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  police  be 
authorized  to  close  against  travel  by  vehicles, 
from  June  17  to  June  27,  1887,  inclusive,  the  fol- 
lowing-named streets  in  the  city  proper,  viz. : 
St.  Botolph  street,  from   corner   of   Irvington 
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street  to  the  corner  of  Garrison  street ;  and  Har- 
court  street,  from  the  corner  of  St.  Botolph 
street  to  the  line  of  the  Providence  railroad. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  hereby  given  to 
P.  T.  Barnurn  &  Co.  to  occupy  the  portions  of 
the  streets  closed  by  authority  of  the  foregoing 
order,  for  the  period  of  time  mentioned  therein. 

Report  accepted ;  orders  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule.  Aid.  McLaughlin  moved  to 
reconsider ;  lost. 

LAND  DAMAGES. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  orders  to  pay  for  land 
taken  and  all  damages  occasioned  by  the  lay- 
ing out  of  streets  as  follows : 

§40  to  Joseph  G.  Russell,  for  land  taken  in  the 
name  of  Jolm  A.  Power,  for  the  widening  of 
Adams  street,  at  Dorchester,  at  corner  of  Gibson 
street. 

§2500  to  Patrick  Dempsey,  laying  out  of  SacK- 
ville  (formerly  Webster)  street  at  Charlestown, 
and  by  grading  said  street  to  the  grade  estab- 
lished therefor. 

$5800  to  Henry  H.  Chandlerjaying  out  of  Sack- 
ville  (formerly  Webster)  street  at  Charlestown, 
and  by  grading  said  street  to  the  grade  estab- 
lished therefor. 

§1200  to  John  S.  D'Arcy,  laying  out  of  Norton 
street  at  Dorchester. 

Orders  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

ASSISTANT  CITY  MESSENGERS. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  offered  the  following: 
An  Ordinance 
To  Amend  Chapter  11  of  the  Revised  Ordinances* 

of  1885. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston  as 

follows : 

Section  1.  Chapter  11  of  the  revised  ordinances 
of  1885  is  hereby  amended  in  the  second  line  of 
Section  2  by  striking  out  the  word  "three"  and 
inserting  in  place  thereof  the  word  "four." 

Sec.  2.  This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  upon 
its  passage. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Donovan,  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances. 

An  Ordinance 
To  Amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1885. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston  as 

follows : 

Section  1.  Chapter  0  of  the  revised  ordinances 
of  1885  is  hereby  amended  in  Section  1,  by  insert- 
ing after  the  clause  relating  to  the  third 
assitant  messenger,  the  following  words:  "The 
fourth  assistant  messenger,  six  hundred  dol- 
lars." 

Sec.  2.  This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  upon 
its  passage, 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

ELECTRIC   LIGHT. 

Aid.  Maguire  offered  an  order— That  the  su- 
perintendent of  streets  be  directed  to  enclose 
with  circular  edgestones  a  space  10  feet  in  di- 
ameter in  the  roadway  at  the  junction  of  Linden 
Park  street  and  Roxhury  street,  as  shown  on  a 
plan  made  by  Thomas  AV.  Davis,  city  surveyor, 
dated  May  2,  1887,  and  that  the  Committee  on 
Lamps  be  authorized  to  place  an  electric  light 
post  in  the  centre  of  said  space. 

The  Chairman— Aid.  Allen  moves  to  refer  to 
the  Committee  on  Lamps. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  would  state  that  I  went  up 
there  with  the  superintendent  of  lamps  tins 
morning.  The  electric  light  on  the  corner  of 
Linden  Park  and  Roxbury  streets  comes  within 
about  two  feet  of  the  building  just  put  up  there. 
The  parties  want  the  light  removed,  and  the 
superintendent  of  lamps  says  it  ought  to  be 
done.  They  want  this  circular  edgestone  set  in 
the  middle  of  the  square  so  as  to  have  the  lamp 
set  there. 

The  Chair— Aid.  Allen  withdraws  his  motion 
to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Lamps  and  Aid, 
Maguire  moves  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on 
Paving. 

Aid.  Maguire — I  do  not  refer  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Paving.  I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary 
t  hat- 
Aid. Lee— I  would  like  to  have  the  order  read. 

The  Chair  read  the  order  and  said:  Aid.  Ma- 
guire moves  a  suspension  of  the  rule  that  the 
order  may  take  its  second  reading. 

Aid.  Lee— Did  this  order  come  from  any  com- 
mittee? 

The  Chair— It  did  not. 

Aid.  Lee— I  would  like  to  ask  if  the  gentleman 


knows  that  the  city  would  be  legally  liable  for 
damages  caused  by  placing  it  there? 

Aid.  Maguire— I  was  there  this  morning.  The 
lamp  there  by  that  building  has  got  to  be  re- 
moved to  the  centre  of  that  place.  The  super- 
intendent of  lamps  was  up  there  and  said  at 
once  that  it  should  be  removed,  and  he  con- 
ferred with  the  superintendent  of  streets,  who 
had  this  plan  made  and  requests  the  passage  of 
this  order  by  this  Board  this  afternoon.  The 
superintendent  of  streets  had  this  plan  made  by 
the  city  surveyor  so  as  to  have  the  lamp  changed 
to  the  centre  of  the  street. 

Aid.  Lee— I  do  not  desire  to  oppose  the  order, 
but  it  seems  to  me  that  there  should  be  some 
recognition  by  this  Board  of  orders  that  come  in 
here  without  having  been  considered  by  any 
committee.  Here  is  an  order  that  affects  two 
departments.  One  member  of  the  Board  tells 
us  that  he,  a  member  of  both  committees  on 
those  two  departments,  has  investigated  the 
matter  himself  without  giving  his  colleagues 
upon  that  committee  an  opportunity  to  investi- 
gate. Now  it  seems  to  me  that  the  way  in  which 
he  has  proceeded  is  entirely  wrong.  If  the  al- 
derman from  the  ninth  district- 
Aid.  Maguire— I  want  to  correct  the  gentle- 
man. All  I  have  done  I  have  done  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  superintendent,  and — 

The  Chair— Aid.  Lee  has  the  floor. 

Aid.  Lee— All  I  desire  is  that  matter  of  this 
kind  shall  be  considered  by  the  full  committee, 
and  that  no  special  legislation  shall  be  given 
for  any  section  of  the  city.  I  think  the  alder- 
man from  the  ninth  district  should  have  refer- 
red the  matter  to  either  the  Committee  on  Paving 
or  the  Committee  on  Lamps,  and  not  establish  a 
precedent  that  any  member  may  come  in  here 
and  override  his  associates  on_  a  committee. 
This  matter  affecting  two  committees,  it  seems 
to  me  that  it  should  go  to  either  one  or  the  other 
and  that  a  full  report  should  come  in  here  as  to 
the  necessity.  But  if  the  alderman  from  the 
ninth  district,  who  has  presented  the  order,  will 
tell  the  Board  that  there  is  a  necessity  for  put- 
ting in  this  circular  curb,  and  for  the  removal  of 
this  electric  light,  I  will  withdraw  my  objec- 
tions. But  I  do  not  believe  the  alderman  will 
say  so.  He  says  he  would.  No  doubt  he  would 
if  he  thought  this  Board  would  pass  the  order. 
While  I  do  not  want  to  be  discourteous— I  sup- 
pose it  would  be  perfectly  proper  to  move  to  re- 
fer it  to  a  special  committee.  I  hope  that  the 
order  will  be  referred  to  the  committee  to  give 
us  a  full  report,  and  I  make  that  motion. 

Aid.  Allen — I  hope  the  motion  to  refer  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving  will  prevail,  and  I  cor- 
dially endorse  what  the  alderman  has  just  said 
in  regard  to  putting  in  orders  that  have  not 
been  considered  by  committees.  I  have  noticed 
this  lamp  several  times,  and  think  it  ought  to 
be  removed.  A  new  building  has  been  erected 
there  and  the  lamp  conies  within  three  feet  of 
it.  I  should  say  it  wasyery  disagreeable  to  any- 
body living  there  to  have  the  lamp  so  near  the 
window,  Whether  it  is  best  to  put  in  the  circu- 
lar space  or  on  the  other  side,  I  do  not  know. 
The  Committee  on  Lamps  or  Paving,  could  de- 
termine that  better  than  I  could.  But  I  think 
the  principle  enunciated  by  Aid.  Lee  quite  cor- 
rect, that  members  should  not  put  in  orders 
like  this  without  proper  consideration  by  com- 
mittees. It  certainly  cannot  do  any  harm  for  it 
to  lie  over  a  week,  as  the  house  is  unoccupied,  I 
believe,  and  if  it  is  occupied  the  lamp  will  do  no 
harm  it  it  remains  a  week  longer. 

Aid.  Capen— As  a  member  of  the  Committees 
on  Lamps  and  Paving,  I  hope  it  will  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Paving.  My  col- 
league has  not  consulted  me  in  regard  to  tins 
matter. 

Aid.  Maguire— The  Alderman  well  under- 
stands that  there  has  been  no  meeting  of  the 
Committee  on  Lamps.  I  went  there  with  the 
superintendent  this  morning,  and  lie  at  once 
saw  the  necessity  of  changing  that  lamp.  He 
sent  the  order  to  me  and  asked  me  to  put  it  into 
the  Board  this  afternoon.  When  I  met  him  I 
told  him  he  ought  to  speak  to  sonio  other  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  about  it ;  whether  he  did 
I  don't  know.  I  have  done  my  duty.  The  owner 
of  the  house  asked  to  have  the  lamp  changed. 
Now  if  this  is  referred  to  the  Committees  on 
Lamps  or  Paving,  I  can  (ell  the  Board  before- 
hand that  neither  one  of  those  committees  will 
take  the  trouble  to  visit  the  site,  and  they  will 
know  no  more  about  it  next  Monday  than  they 
do  now. 
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Aid.  Capen— The  alderman  speaks  for  himself 
only.    I  shall  visit  it. 

Aid.  Lee— Did  the  alderman  meet  the  super- 
intendent hy  accident  or  appointment? 

Aid.  Maguire— By  appointment. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Paving. 

BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS. 

Aid.  Donovan  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Legislative  Matters  on  the  part 
of  this  Board  be  directed  to  appear  before  the 
Committee  on  Cities  of  the  present  General 
Court  and  oppose  the  establishment  of  a  Board 
of  Public  Works. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  the  question 
came  upon  the.  passage  of  the  order,  upon  which 
Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Aid.  Capen— 1  would  like  to  have  that  order 
read  over  again. 

Aid.  Allen— I  don't  propose  to  commit  my- 
self as  to  whether  I  am  in  favor  of  a  Board  of 
Public  Works  or  not.  In  fact,  I  don't  know 
enough  about  the  matter,  not  having  considered 
it,  to  determine  as  to  how  I  should  vote,  and 
being  in  that  frame  of  mind  I  shall  vote  against 
the  order,  although  without  committing  myself 
as  to  whether  I  am  for  or  against  a  Board  6f 
Public  Works. 

Aid.  Donovan— The  reason  why  1  have  offered 
this  order  is  because  information  has  reached 
me  that  certain  political  organizations  in  the 
city  of  Boston  have  caused  circulars  to  be 
issued  to  various  parties  requesting  them  to  ap- 
pearbefore  the  Committee  on  Cities  and  urge 
upon  that  committee  the  establishment  f or  the 
city  of  Boston  by  the  Legislature  of  a  Board  of 
Public  Works.  Information  has  also  reached 
me,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  a  certain  political 
organization  has  passed  a  vote,  and  that  vote,  if 
I  have  been  correctly  informed,  has  been  trans- 
mitted to  that  same  committee,  requesting  them 
to  report  a  bill  establishing  a  Board  of  Public 
Works,  the  same  to  be  appointed  by  the  gover- 
nor of  this  Commonwealth.  Now,  sir,  if  those  are 
facts,  I  think  it  is  our  duty  as  members  of  this 
Board  to  go,  through  our  proper  committee,  be- 
fore that  committee  and  oppose  any  such  legis- 
lation as  that  which  is  attempted  to  be  forced 
upon  the  city  of  Boston.  And  further,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, if  that  board  must  be  imposed  upon  the 
city  of  Boston,  I  think,  sir,  that  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton should  be  at  least  allowed,  through  its  ex- 
ecutive officers,  to  name  the  parties  to  consti- 
tute that  board.  Those,  sir,  are  the  reasons  for 
offering  this  order.  When  certain  political  or- 
ganizations in  the  city  of  Boston  can  afford  to 
take  that  stand,  I  think  it  is  time  for  this  Board 
to  take  some  public  recognition  of  it,  and  in- 
struct its  committee  to  appear  there  and  oppose 
any  such  political  legislation  for  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton. 

The  Chair— The  question  is  on  the  passage  of 
the  order. 

Aid.  Capen— I  shall  decline  to  vote  on  that.  It 
is  a  new  matter  to  me,  and  I  know  nothing  about 
it.  I  didn't  know  the  Legislature  contemplated 
anything  of  this  kind.  I  am  not  at  all  posted  on 
the  matter,  and  I  shall  decline  to  vote  on  it. 

The  clerk  proceeded  to  call  the  roll  on  the 
passage  of  the  order,  and  when  Aid.  Capen's 
name  was  reached  he  declined  to  vote. 

Aid.  Donovan— Has  Aid.  Capen  been  excused? 

The  Chair— No  alderman  has  been  excused. 

Aid.  Capen— I  would  like  to  be  excused,  Mr. 
Chairman,  by  consent  of  the  Board. 

On  the  question  of  excusing  Aid.  Capen  from 
voting,  Aid.  Donovan  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  and  it  was  voted  that  he  should  not  be  ex- 
cused ;  yeas  3,  nays  7: 

Yeas— Aid.  Allen,  Lee,  C.  W.  Smith— 3. 

Nays— Aid. Carroll,  Donovan,  Haynes,  Maguire, 
McLaughlin,  N.  G  Smith,  Sullivan— 7. 

Aid.  Capen— Mr.  Chairman,  I  don't  want  you 
or  the  members  of  the  Board  to  understand  that 


I  want  to  dodge  this  vote.  If  I  understood  what 
I  was  voting  on  I  would  vote  one  way  or  the 
other,  but  it  is  a  new  matter  to  me,  and  I  don't 
know  whether  I  want  a  Board  of  Public  Works 
or  not. 

The  Chair— The  question  is  now  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order. 

Aid.  Capen— I  move  to  assign  that  order  to 
next  week. 

Aid.  Donovan— I  now  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
The  motion  before  the  house  is  the  passage  of 
the  order;  the  roll-call  has  been  proceeded  with, 
and  several  names  of  aldermen  on  the  yeas  and 
nays  have  been  called.  Aid.  Capen's  name  has 
been  reached  and  he  refused  to  vote,  and  I 
raised  a  point  of  order  that  he  had  not  been  ex- 
cused under  the  rules.  A  vote  was  then  taken 
on  the  question  of  excusing  him,  which  has  been 
lost,  and  the  only  question  now  before  the  Board 
is  for  the  clerk  to  proceed  with  the  roll-call  on 
Aid.  Capen's  name. 

Aid.  Capen— Then  I  shall  vote  no. 

The  Chair— The  Chair  will  state  that  this  is 
all  irregular,  and  that  the  point  of  order  of  the 
alderman  is  well  taken.  The  question  is  on  the 
passage  of  the  order. 

The  order  was  passed ;  yeas  6,  nays  5 : 

Yeas — Aid.  Carroll,  Donovan,  Lee,  Maguire, 
McLaughlin,  Sullivan— 6. 

Nays— Aid.  Allen,  Capen,  Haynes,  N.  G.  Smith, 
C.  W.  Smith-5. 

Aid.  Allen — I  move  to  adjourn. 

Aid.  Donovan— I  move  a  reconsideration  of 
that  last  vote,  hoping  it  will  not  prevail. 
,   The  Chair— The  motion  cannot  be  taken  on 
reconsideration  unless  the  alderman  withdraws 
his  motion  to  adjourn. 

Aid.  Allen— I  do  not  withdraw,  Mr.  Chair- 
man. 

Aid.  Donovan— Then  on  the  motion  to  adjourn 
I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost,  yeas  2,  nays  9, 
Aid.  Allen  and  Capen  voting  yea. 

Aid.  Donovan— I  now  move  a  reconsideration 
on  the  order  instructing  the  Committee  on 
Legislative  Matters  on  the  part  of  the  Board  to 
appear  before  the  Committee  on  Cities  of  the 
General  Court,  hoping  the  same  will  not  pre- 
vail. 

Aid.  Allen— I  move  that  that  motion  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

Aid.  Donovan— On  that  I  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost ;  yeas  4, 
navs  7: 

Yeas— Aid.  Allen,  Capen,  N.  G.  Smith,  C.  W. 
Smith— 4. 

Nays— Aid.  Carroll,  Donovan,  Haynes,  Lee, 
Maguire,  McLaughlin,  Sullivan— 7. 

The  question  then  came  on  the  motion  to  re- 
consider, on  which  Aid.  Allen  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays.  The  motion  was  lost :  yeas  5, 
nays  6: 

Yeas— Aid.  Allen,  Capen,  Haynes,  N.  G.  Smith, 
C.  W.  Smith-5. 

Nays— Aid.  Carroll,  Donovan,  Lee,  Maguire, 
McLaughlin,  Sullivan— 6. 

Aid.  Carroll  then  moved  that  the  Board  ad- 
journ, upon  which  Aid.  Lee  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

Aid,  Allen— Would  it  be  proper  to  make  an 
amendment  to  that  motion? 

The  Chair— A  motion  to  adjourn  is  not 
amendable. 

Aid.  Allen— I  would  like  to  make  an  amend- 
ment that  we  adjourn  to  two  weeks  from  this 
time. 

The  Chair— A  motion  to  adjourn  cannot  be 
amended  under  our  rules.  If  the  alderman 
wishes  to  withdraw  his  motion,  that  can  be  en- 
tertained. 

Aid.  Lee— I  never  withdraw,  Mr.  Chairman, 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  carried ;  yeas  11, 
nays  0;  and  the  Board  stood  adjourned  at  6.23 
P.M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of   the  Common    Council. 


Thursday,  May  5,  1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  at 
7.30  P.M. 

Called  to  order  by  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12, 
senior  member,  the  president  being  absent. 

By  direction  of  the  Chair,  the  roll  was  called 
to  ascertain  if  a  quorum  was  present,  with  the 
following  result  : 

Present— Atwood,  Bowman.  Carroll,  Carsten- 
sen,  Chamberlain,  Cochran,  Coyle.  .Desmond, 
Duggan.  Fisher,  Foss,  Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost,  P. 
J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Hayes,  Keliher,  Kelley, 
Ladd,  Lattimore.  Lauten,  Leary.  McKenna,  Mc- 
Nary, F.  Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison,  Norton,  Per- 
kins. Reilly,  Sanger,  Shaw,  Short,  E.  Sullivan, 
J.  H.JSullivan.  R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg.  Teevens, 
Thayer,  "Webster,  Whitmore,  Wilson— 42. 

Absent— Barry.  Blume.  Burr,  Clark.  Coleman, 
Connolly,  Davern,  Dewey,  Dolan.  Dunn,  J.  Gal- 
lagher. Haggerty.  Harrington,  Kennedy,  Light, 
Mahonev,  McEnaney,  J.  Murphy,  J.  J.  Murphy, 
W.  H.  Murphy,  Nunan,  O'Mealey.  Perry,  C.  C. 
Powers,  E.  J.  Powers,  Richards,  Snow,  Tracy, 
Tuttle,  Whall— 30. 

ELECTION   OF  PRESIDENT  PRO  TEM. 

The  Chair— Under  the  rules  the  first  business 
is  the  election  of  a  president  for  the  evening, 
which  must  be  done  by  ballot.  Gentlemen  will 
please  prepare  their  ballots,  and,  as  no  motion  is 
necessary  perhaps,  the  Chair  will  appoint  a 
committee  to  receive,  sort  and  count  the  ballots. 
The  Chair  will  appoint  Mi-.  Foss,  Mr.  Fisher,  Mr. 
Frost,  and  Mr.  Carroll  said  committee. 

The  committee  having  attended  to  their  duty, 
reported  as  f  ollowsr 

Whole  number  ballots 43 

Necessary  for  a  choice 22 

Jacob  Fottler  received 1 

George  P.  Sanger,  Jr.,     '."    17 

William  H.  Whitmore     "    5 

A.  F.  Lauten  "    1 

J.B.Gomez  "    G 

Andreas  Blume  "    1 

Nathaniel  W.  Ladd  "     6 

AVilliam  Frost  "    1 

Andrew  B.  Lattimore      "    5 

The  Chatr— There  is  no  choice.  Under  the 
rules  the  Council  will  proceed  to  another  ballot, 
and  the  members  will  please  remember  that  on 
this  ballot  a  plurality  elects,  and  the  person 
having  the  largest  number  of  votes  will  be 
elected.  The  same  committee  will  please  serve. 
The  committee  having  attended  to  their  duty, 
reported  as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  ballots 47 

Geo.  P.  Sanger,  Jr.,  received 23 

N.  W.Ladd  "       10 

Wm.  H.  Whitmore        "       9 

JacobFottler  "        1 

Thus.  H.  Duggan  "        2 

A.  B.  lattimore  "       2 

And  Mr.  Sanger  was  elected  president  pro 
tem.  of  the  Council. 

Messrs.  Foss  and  F.  Morison  were  appointed 
by  the  Chair  a  committee  to  escort  the  president 
pro  tem.  elect  to  the  chair,  and  they  performed 
that  duty. 

The  President— I  thank  the  members  for  the 
honor  conferred  upon  me.  This  is  a  new  experi- 
ence to  me,  and  I  shall,  perhaps,  have  to  ask 
your  indulgence  for  any  shortcomings,  and  also 
your  assistance  in  expediting  the  business  of 
the  evening. 

THE  NEXT  MEETING. 

Mr.  Fowler  offered  an  order— That  when  the 
Council  adjourn  this  evening,  it  adjourn  to  meet 
Thursday  evening,  May  19,  1887,  at  7V2  o'clock. 

Passed.  Mr.  Fowler  moved  to  reconsider; 
lost. 

CITY'S  EQUITY  IN  METROPOLITAN    RAILROAD. 

Mr.  McNary  offered  an  order— That  the  Com- 
mittee on  Judiciary  consider  of  what  value  is 
the  equity  of  the  city  of  Boston  in  the  Metropol- 
itan railroad,  and  what  is  the  best  means  of 
preserving  and  maintaining  that  equity,  and 
whether  it  is  advisable  to  purchase  all  the  fran- 


chise, property,  rights  and  furniture  of  the 
Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  pursuant  to 
the  provisions  contained  in  the  act  passed  by 
the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  being  Chapter 
353  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1853. 

Mr.  McNary  moved  to  refer  the  order  to  the 
Committee  on  Judiciary. 

The  President— The  order  will  be  so  referred 
if  no  objection  is  made. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  suggest,  on  the  contrary, 
that  the  matter  be  assigned  to  8  o'clock,  be- 
cause I  should  like  at  that  time  to  make  the 
suggestion  that  the  committee  cannot  report 
until  two  weeks  from  tonight,  and  if  anything 
is  to  be  done  at  the  Legislature  it  will  probably 
have  to  be  done  before  then.  I  think  if  it  is 
assigned  to  8  o'clock  we  can  then  take  it  up  and 
see  if  it  is  possible  to  do  anything  with  it. 

Mr.  McNary— I  am  perfectly  willing,  Mr. 
President.  I  withdraw  my  motion  and  move  to 
assign  to  8  o'clock. 

The  motion  to  assign  to  8  o'clock  was  carried. 

At  8.14  P.M.  the  order  was  called  up  by  Mr. 
Whitmore. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McNary  the  order  was 
amended  by  striking  out  "Committee  on  Ju- 
diciary" and  inserting  "Committee  on  Legisla- 
tive Matters." 

Mr.  McNary  withdrew  the  motion  to  refer, 
saying  that  if  anything  is  to  be  done  it  must  be 
done  before  two  weeks  from  tonight. 

The  order  as  amended  was  passed.  Mr.  Mc- 
Nary moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

BOYLSTON-STREET  WIDENING. 

Early  in  the  session  Mr.  Wilson  offered  an 
order — That  the  Street  Commissioners  be  re- 
quested to  report  to  the  Common  Council  the 
cost  of  widening  Boylston  street.on  the  souther- 
ly side.betweenPark square  and  Tremont  street, 
to  a  width  of  70  feet. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  move  that  that  be  referred  to 
the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  would  like  to  have  that  read  in 
full. 

The  clerk  read  the  order. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  ordering 
to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Ladd— It  seems  to  me  that  we  ought  to 
have  some  further  consideration  of  that  matter 
than  we  have  had  here — there  ought  to  be  some 
reasons  advanced  for  it.  It  seems  to  me  that  it 
is  proposed  to  cut  into  buildings  that  have  been 
lately  remodelled,  some  of  them,  and  is  likely 
to  be  a  very  expensive  piece  of  work. 

The  Clerk— The  order  merely  asks  the  Street 
Commissioners  to  report  the  cost. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  withdraw  my  motion,  then. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  giving  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  to  refer  the  matter  to 
the  Committee  on  Laying  Out  and  Widening 
Streets.  If  referred  to  the  Street  Commissioners, 
they  are  put'to  a  certain  amount  of  labor  and 
trouble,  which,  as  far  as  I  can  see,  is  total- 
ly thrown  away,  as  there  is  no  possi- 
bility of  any  street  widening  being  in- 
troduced now  and  carried  through  the  city  gov- 
ernment. We  have  neither  the  money  nor  any 
probability  of  getting  the  money.  But  if  we  re- 
fer to  the  Committee  on  Laying  Out  and  Widen- 
ing Streets,  they  can  get  the  approximate  figures 
without  having  to  go  to  the  unnecessary  ex- 
pense of  absolute  surveys  and  close  estimates 
and  figures.  That  question  has  been  debated  in 
other  cases,  particularly  last  year,  and  probably 
will  answer  all  the  requirements  of  the  case. 
They  can  get  an  approximation  within  S1000. 
But  the  Street  Commissioners,  when  asked  di- 
rectly by  the  City  Council  to  give  cost  of  widen- 
ing, will  feel  bound  to  make  the  actual  esti- 
mates and  figure  as  close  as  they  can.  I  think 
.the  reference  I  suggest  will  answer  all  the  de- 
sires of  the  gentleman  who  offered  the  order. 

Mr.  Wilson— Quite  the  contrary,  I  do  not 
think  it  will  answer  my  purpose  at  all.  A  few 
weeks  since  a  very  sweeping  order  was  put  in 
requiring  the  Street  Commissioners  to  estimate 
and  report  the  cost  of  widening  Beacon  street  to 
a  very  large  extent,  and  on  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12,  it  went  directly  to  the  Street 
Commissioners  and  was  not  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Laying  Out  and  Widening 
Streets;  and  I  desire  my  order  to  have  like 
treatment  and  like  courtesy  shown  it  as  was 
shown  to  the  order  that  was  introduced  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  10,  and  on  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  sent  to  the  Street 
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Commissioners.  It  cannot  do  any  harm  to  have 
an  exact  estimate  of  the  expense.  People  com- 
monly suppose  the  expense  of  widening-  Boyls- 
ton  street  will  be  simply  tremendous.  I  believe 
that  that  street  can  be  widened  at  a  compar- 
atively small  cost.  At  any  rate  it  can  be 
widened  today  at  a  great  deal  less  cost  than  it 
can  be  widened  a  year  or  t(vo  years  hence.  If 
we  want  to  save  Boston  Common  there  is  only 
one  way  to  do  it,  and  that  is  by  widening  Boyls- 
ton  street ;  and  I  hope  and  believe,  as  this  Coun- 
cil has  so  often  expressed  itself  in  favor  of  Bos- 
ton Common,  that  they  will  send  this  order 
directly  to  the  Street  Commissioners  in  order 
that  they  may  know  how  much  it  would  cost  if 
the  project  should  seem  desirable.  I  hope  it 
will  be  sent  to  the  Street  Commissioners. 

Mr.  Lauten— I  think  this  order  ought  to  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Streets,  because  it 
is  not  many  years  ago  that  this  street  was 
widened  ten  feet  by  taking  the  sidewalk  away 
from  the  Common,  and  any  person  as  familiar 
as  I  am  with  the  way  the  matter  has  stood  for 
the  last  ten  years — having  been  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Streets— I  don't  think  would  say 
there  is  the  necessity  on  Boylston  street  that 
there  is  on  other  streets  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Reilly— Mr.  President,  I  hope  the  motion 
to  refer  the  order  to  the  Committee  on  Streets 
will  prevail,  and  I  will  state  my  reasons.  The 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
informed  me  a  short  while  ago  that  these  orders 
for  the  estimated  cost  of  widening  streets  in 
some  cases  were  very  expensive.  They  cost  the 
city  considerable  money  at  the  time,  ana  in  a 
great  many  instances,  probably  in  the  present 
one,  there  is  no  possibility  of  the  widening  being 
made  at  the  time.  While  they  go  to  work  and  pre- 
pare plans  and  estimates  for  the  present,  the 
money  to  do  the  work  cannot  be  had  for  a  year 
or  two,  and  the  labor  is  all  thrown  away ;  be- 
cause if  the  improvement  was  to  come  a  year  or 
two  from  now  they  would  have  to  go  to  work 
and  make  plans  all  over  again,  because  the  es- 
timates on  the  property  might  be  entirely  dif- 
ferent. The  chairman  informs  me  that  it  is 
quite  expensive  work  sometimes ;  when  the  city 
surveyor's  office  is  pretty  full  of  work  they 
have  to  hire  some  of  it  done  outside.  If  there  is 
any  prospect  of  the  improvement  being  made 
right  away  I  think  it  would  be  well  enough  to 
get  the  estimate;  but,  as  I  would  state  to  the 
gentleman,  that  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  pos- 
sibility of  getting  the  money  now,  on  account  of 
the  number  of  orders  that  are  before  the  Com- 
mitteee  on  Street  Widenings  that  wouldn't  cost 
one  half  as  much  as  this.  As  I  say,  if  it  comes 
two  or  three  years  from  now  or  two  years  from 
now,  we  would  have' to  have  the  work  done  all 
over  again  ;  it  will  have  to  be  surveyed  and  the 
estimate  made  all  over  again,  so  I  trust  that 
the  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Streets 
will  prevail. 

Mr.  Richards— I  hope  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  3  will  prevail,  and  I  hope  so 
because  I  think  the  matter  can  be  easily  ascer- 
tained. I  think  already  the  figures  are  in  the 
hands  of  the  Street  Commissioners,  and  it  would 
not  take  them  more  than  half  an  hour  to  give 
us  all  the  information  necessary. 

Mr.  Whitmohe— I  will  withdraw  the  motion, 
and  on  the  contrary  suggest  that  they  give  us 
the  approximate  cost.  That,  probably,  would 
amount  to  the  same  thing. 

The  President— Does  the  gentleman  accept 
the  amendment? 

Mr.  Wilson— I  would  ask  the  gentleman  one 
question,  if  it  is  allowable.  I  would  ask  if  the 
word  "approximate"  was  put  into  the  request 
for  the  estimate  for  the  widening  of  Beacen 
street?  If  so,  I  shall  not  object  to  the  word  "ap- 
proximate" being  put  in  this  order  now.  But  I 
do  think  that  this  order  ought  to  receive  the 
same  courtesy  from  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  that  we  extended  to  his  motion  at  the  meet- 
ing before  the  last.  I  do  not  see  very  well  how 
he  can  refuse  to  extend  the  same  courtesies  to 
this  motion  that  we  extended  to  his. 

Mr.  Leary— I  hope  the  gentleman  will  be  con- 
tent with  having  an  approximate  estimate.  As 
has  been  stated,  it  will  cost  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners quite  a  large  sum  if  they  have  to  go  into 
detail  and  get  the  exact  estimates.  Now  there 
are  various  other  improvements  which  other 
members  as  well  as  myself  might  desiro  to  put 
in  here ;  and  in  fact,  before  the  end  of  the  year  I 
could  suggest  a  good  one,  to  extend  Broadway 
to  the  Providence  depot.    It  would  be  a  splen- 


did thing  to  do.  But  if  I  put  in  a  request  of  this 
kind,  it  would  cost  money  to  get  the  estimates, 
and  1  hope  the  gentleman  will  be  satisfied  with 
havingan  approximate  estimate. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  am  sorry  to  see  that  my 
friend  opposite  is  one  of  those  who  won't  be 
helped  when  anybody  is  willing  to  help  him. 
He  has  called  attention  to  the  action  I  took  in 
regard  to  the  widening  of  Beacon  street.  The 
fact  is,  that  the  two  cases  are  not  at  all  similar, 
in  my  opinion.  In  that  case,  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  10,  Mr.  Ladd,  brought  in  the  order 
himself,  and  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee 
on  Streets,  and  I  got  up  myself  and  said,  as  the 
record  shows,  that  it  might  occasion  delay  in  the 
matter,  and  I  made  the  suggestion  that  the  or- 
der had  better  be  passed,  instead  of  referred,  in 
order  that  prompt  action  might  be  insured. 
That  is  all  I  had  to  do  about  it.  I  was  merely 
attempting  to  do  at  that  time,  what  I  sometimes 
very  foolishly  attempt  to  do,  to  help  my  friends 
on  the  other  side  of  the  house.  That  time  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  10  accepted  the  sugges- 
tion, and  got  his  order  passed  at  once,  and  got 
his  information,  I  suppose.  But  it  was  not  a 
matter  of  courtesy  at  all  in  this  case,  and  the 
point  on  which  I  rose  on  Mr.  Ladd's  order  is  not 
at  all  the  present  question  before  ,the  house.  I 
renew  the  motion  to  refer  the  matter  to  the 
Committee  on  Streets. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  hope  the  matter  will  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Laying  Out  and  Widening 
Streets.  I  believe  that  matter  has  been  dis- 
cussed here  in  the  Council,  and  I  believe  that  I 
was  one  of  the  first  to  suggest  that  we  ought  not 
to  burden  the  Street  Commissioners  with  these 
expenses,  where  it  is  not  necessary.  Now,  in  the 
case  of  Beacon  street  it  was  entirely  different 
from  what  it  is  in  this  case.  That  was  a  street 
where  there  were  a  large  number  of  vacant  lots 
and  open  spaces  left  in  front  of  the  houses,  that 
were  not  built  upon,  and  there  are  only 
comparatively  few,  very  few  out  of  the 
whole  number  of  houses  along  that  street 
which  would  be  benefited  by  the  widening  that 
would  be  touched  in  any  parjj  whatever.  I  drew 
the  order  with  special  reference  to  that  fact, 
and  that  the  widening  should  not  extend  be- 
yond the  extension  of  the  swell  or  circular 
fronts  of  those  houses,  so  that  in  every  case 
where  there  are  circular  fronts  it  would 
not  encroach  upon  any  building.  Some  ac- 
tion was  demanded  at  once,  because  of  the 
well-known  fact  that  extensive  improvements 
would  be  made  at  once  upon  that  street,  and  in 
a  little  while  buildings  at  very  large  expense 
would  be  built,  and  it  was  necessary  for  us  to 
take  action  immediately.  Now,  on  Boylston 
street  I  do  not  understand  that  there  is  any  such 
immediate  haste  about  this  matter.  There  is  no 
open  area  in  front  of  the  houses  to  any  extent 
that  can  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  widening, 
and  we  have  got  to  cut  into  every  one  of  the 
buildings  there  in  order  to  effect  this  widening. 
It  would  be  in  any  event  a  great  expense,  it 
seems  to  me,  for  the  Street  Commissioners  to 
estimate  what  the  cost  would  be.  Moreover,  my 
order  did  not  contemplate  widening  Beacon 
street  opposite  Boston  Common.  I  would  not 
think  of  doing  such  a  thing  as  that.  I  would  not 
think  of  asking  the  taxpayers  to  demolish  the 
property  on  the  north  side  of  Beacon  street  op- 
posite the  Common.  I  think  it  would  lie  an  ab- 
surd proposition.  And  so  1  think  it  would  he  an 
absurd  proposition  to  ask  to  widen  Boylston 
street  by  widening  on  the  south  side  of  it. 

Mr.  Richards— If  there  were  ever  two  cases 
exactly  parallel  that  of  Boylston  street  and  Bea- 
con street  are  those  two  cases  ;  because  Boylston 
sheet  today,  between  Park  square  and  Tremoilt 
street,  is  in  a  process  of  transition,  just  as  the 
part  of  Beacon  street  between  Mt.  Vernon  and 
Tremout  si  reels  is  in  the  process  of  transition. 
In  both  those  streets  buildings  are  to  betaken 
down.  At  the  corner  of  Boylston  street  the 
building  occupied  by  Mr.  Whitney  as  a 
private  residence  is  about  to  bo  taken  down 
and  remodelled  for  a  market,  being  leased 
for    $1)000.      Other     buildings    on    that    street 

Will  soon  he  demolished  and  remodelled;   and, 

furthermore,  the  frontage  of  the  buildings  on 
Boylston  si  reel  is  exactly  parallel  with  the 
frontage  on  Beaoon  street,  to  which  my  brother 
Ladd  lias  referred.  There  is  a  yard  space  in 
front  of  the  lots;  and,  as  I  understand  it,  this 
order  would  be  to  the  effect  that  only  those  yard 
premises  would  be  taken  away.  And  further- 
more,   the   Street   Commissioners   have  those 
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figures  in  their  hands  today,  and  it  would  be 
only  a  few  minutes'  work  for  them  to  arrange 
them  so  that  we  could  all  understand  how  much 
it  would  cost. 

Mr.  Ladd— If  the  statement  of  the  gentleman 
who  has  just  spoken  is  true,  then  I  want  certain- 
ly to  amend  this  order  as  it  is  presented  to  us,  so 
that  the  line  of  extension  shall  be  limited  to 
the  northern  portion  of  the  swell  or  circular 
fronts  of  those  houses  on  the  south  side  of  Boyl- 
ston  street.  If  that  is  done  I  am  satisfied.  Bivt 
unless  some  such  restriction  as  that  is  made,  I 
say  it  is  not  a  parallel  case,  with  that  of  the  Bea- 
coii-street  widening. 

The  President — The  Chair  would  state  that 
the  motion  to  amend  is  not  in  order  while  the 
motion  to  refer  is  pending. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  will  renew  it  then,  later. 

Mr.  Gomez— I  think  there  are  other  streets  in 
Boston  that  need  widening  and  regulating  a 
good  deal  more  than  Boylston  street,  and  I 
think  that  the  Committee  on  Laying  Out  and 
Widening  Streets  can  very  well  attend  to  this 
business,  and  probably  do  it  better  just  at  pres- 
ent than  the  Street  Commissioners ;  because  I 
think  the  Committee  on  Widening  Streets  can 
better  understand  that  there  are  other  locations 
and  other  streets  that  need  this  attention  more 
than  Boylston  street.  Probably  we  might  get 
such  a  recommendation  from  the  Committee  on 
Streets,  as  we  would  be  better  pleased  with  than 
by  the  action  that  is  proposed  to  be  taken,  and  I 
move  the  previous  question. 

The  President — The  Chair  would  say  that 
the  previous  question  is  not  in  order  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  would  accept  the  reference  to 
the  Committee  on  Streets,  instead  of  having  the 
question  come  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Laying  Out  and  Widening  Streets. 

OLD  STATE  HOUSE  MEMORIAL. 

Mr.  Cochran  offered  an  order— That  the  clerk 
of  committees  be  directed  to  have  prepared  an 
edition  of  1500  copies  of  the  Old  State  House 
memorial  with  any  desirable  corrections,  the 
expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
printing,  and  that  ten  copies  De  delivered  to 
each  member  of  the  City  Council. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cochran,  to'  the 
Committee  on  Printing. 

THE  COGGSWELL  FOUNTAIN. 

Mr.  Frost  offered  an  order— That  the  super- 
intendent of  Common  and  public  grounds  be 
requested  to  put  on  the  water  on  tbe  Coggswell 
fountain,  and  to  supply  the  same  with  ice  during 
the  months  of  Jiuie.  July  and  August,  if  practical, 
and  the  expense  of  the  same  to  be  charged  to 
Common  and  public  grounds. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Frost,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common,  etc. 

BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Health 
of  its  organization  for  the  ensuing  year  by  the 
choice  of  Samuel  H.  Durgin  as  chairman  and 
Charles  E.  Davis,  Jr.,  as  clerk.    Sent  up. 

THE  COURT  HOUSE  LOAN. 

The  following  was  received : 
Treasurer's  Office,  Boston,  May  5, 1887. 
To  the  Honorable  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — In  pursuance  of  authority  of  an 
order  of  the  City  Council,  April  23, 1887.  with  the 
approval  of  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  I  asked  for 
proposals  by  advertising  in  the  daily  papers  of 
Boston  and  by  circulars  sent  to  the  moneyed 
institutions  and  bankers  of  New  England,  New 
York  and  Philadelphia  for  $800,000,  "Suffolk 
County  Court  House  Loan,"  bearing  interest  at 
the  rate  of  3V2  per  cent  per  annum,  payable 
semi-annually,  principal  due  hi  50  years  from 
April  1,  1887,  said  proposals  to  be  received 
Wednesday,  May  4.  18S7,  12  o'clock,  noon,  no 
bids  to  be  received  below  par.  No  bids  were  re- 
ceived by  me  in  response  to  the  asking,  and  I 
embrace  the  opportunity  to  communicate  the 
fact  to  your  honorable  bodies,  that  action  may 
be  taken  toward  placing  said  loan  successfully 
on  the  market. 

Yours  most  respectfully, 

Alfred  T.  Turner, 

City  Treasurer. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lauten,  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

TREASURY  statement. 

The  monthly  statement  of  the  Treasury  De- 


partment (City  Doc.  80)  was  received  and  sent 
up. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  Fowler  presented  the  following  peti- 
tions: ■ 

Tyler  Bros.,  for  leave  to  build  a  wooden  build- 
ing on  A  street,  near  New  York  &  New  England 
railroad,  Ward  13. 

Boston  Wharf  Company,  for  leave  to  build  a 
wooden  building  on  Congress  street,  rear,  near 
Fort  Point  channel,  Ward  13. 

Said  buildings  to  be  in  excess  of  range  al- 
lowed by  the  ordinance. 

Petitions  severally  referred  to  Committee  on 
Department  for  the  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

Mr.  McKenna  presented  the  petition  of  Mary 
Burns,  for  compensation  for  personal  injuries 
received  on  Feb.  27,  1887,  while  walkiiigin  front 
of  58  Monument  street,  Charlestown.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Claims. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD   OF   ALDERMEN, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  Nos.  1  to  6,  inclu- 
sive, were  acted  on  together,  viz. : 

1.  Notice  of  organization  of  Boston  Water 
Board — Horace  T.Rockwell,  chairman;  Walter 
E.  Swan,  clerk. 

2.  Notice  of  organization  of  Board  of  Direc- 
tors for  Public  Institutions— John  B.  Martin, 
president ;  William  H.  Hodgkins,  clerk. 

3.  Notice  of  organization  of  trustees  of  City 
Hospital— Timothy  J.  Dacey,  president;  Henry 
H.  Sprague,  clerk  and  secretary. 

4.  Quarterly  report  of  water  registrar. 

5.  Quarterly  report  of  inspectors  of  vessels  and 
ballast. 

6.  Report  of  Boston  Water  Board  of  receipts 
for  three  months,  ending  April  30,  1887. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 

7.  Report  of  superintendent  of  streets  on  mat- 
ter of  gravel  taken  from  the  bank  on  Morton 
street.  Assigned  to  the  next  meeting  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Wilson. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fowler  Nos.  8  to  11,  inclu- 
sive-were  acted  on  together,  viz. : 

8.  Report  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Contin- 
gent Expenses  of  bills  for  expenses  incurred  by 
joint  committees  for  January,  February  and 
March,  1887  (City  Doc.  78). 

9.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  leave  to 
withdraw  on  petition  of  Eliza  Doherty  for  com- 
pensation for  personal  injuries  from  a  fall  on 
Broadway  on  account  of  insufficient  notice. 

10.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  leave  to 
withdraw  on  petition  of  J.  P.  and  A.  F.  Ryder 
for  compensation  for  injuries  received  on  Ben- 
nington street. 

11.  Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  no 
action  necessary  on  petition  of  James  Kelley 
for  permission  to  use  a  lot  on  AVest  Newton 
street  and  West  Rutland  square  as  a  dumping 
ground,  as  the  lot  has  passed  from  the  city's 
control. 

Severally  accepted  in  concurrence. 

12.  Amendment  to  the  order  directing  the 
superintendent  of  public  buildings  to  make  re- 
pairs on  the  Gaston  schoolhouse,  by  inserting 
the  words  "by  contract  or  otherwise." 

The  Council  concurred.  Mr.  Fottler  moved  to 
reconsider;  lost. 

13.  Amendment  to  the  order  concerning  a 
holiday  for  policemen  and  firemen  on  Memorial 
day,  so  as  to  provide  for  a  holiday  for  all  city 
employees,  who  are  members  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  and  whose  services  can  be  dis- 
pensed with. 

The  Council  concurred.  Mr.  Fowler  moved  to 
reconsider;  lost. 

Public  Lands. 

14.  Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  on 
petition  of  Joseph  Hubbard,  and  order  author- 
izing the  sale  of  any  part  or  the  whole  of  the 
city  estate  at  corner  of  Tremont  and  Heath 
streets,  Roxbury. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  was 
on  giving  the  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  R.Sullivan— I  move  that  this  order  be 
assigned  to  half-past  8  at  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Council.  I  do  it  for  this  reason,  that  the 
land  in  question  is  situated  in  the  ward  which 
I  and  my  colleague  represent,  and  I  have  ex- 
amined somewhat  into  the  matter  after  seeing 
the  reference  to  it  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
and  I  find  that  it  is  the  only  public  land  that 
the  city  of  Boston  holds  in  that  district.  I  find 
also,  that  the  people  in  that  district  do  not  de- 
sire that  the  city  of  Boston  shall  sell  that  land ; 
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and,  sir.  if  you  remember,  not  many  weeks 
ago,  I  offered  an  order  here  that  a  schoolhouse 
be  built  on  that  very  lot.  For  these  reasons  I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  examine  into  the  ques- 
tion as  to  whether  the  city  of  Boston  should 
sell  this  land,  and  I  found  that  the  Muddy- 
river  Park  will  pass  within  200  feet  of  where 
this  land  lies.  I  examined  further  and  found 
that  this  land  was  bought  by  the  city  of  Ptox- 
bury  from  a  certain  Mr.  Miller,  and  I  investi- 
gated further  and  found  that  in  a  few  years 
this  land  would  be  of  great  value  to  the  city  of 
Boston,  and  that  when  the  park  was  finished 
the  increase  in  valuation  to  the  city  of  Boston 
would  be  immense ;  and  if  there  was  no  need  of 
selling  the  land  to  any  individual  or  individu- 
als or  any  corporation,  that  then  the  city  of 
Boston  would  gain  much  more  money  than  they 
would  at  the  present  day.  But  outside  of  these 
considerations,  as  an  individual  living  long'  in 
that  vicinity— ever  since  my  boyhood— I  know 
well  that  from  the  great  increase  of  population 
that  is  constantly  going  on  there,  there  will  be 
a  day  when  that  section  of  the  city  will  need 
some  site  for  an  engine  house  or  for  a  grammar 
school.  And  as  I  see  now,  it  is  in  absolute  need 
of  a  primary  school  in  that  district.  The  chil- 
dren of  the  district  have  to  travel  nearly  a  mile 
and  a  quarter— children  of  the  age  of  -from 
five  to  ten  years— they  have  to  pass,  some  of 
them,  from  Suffolk  into  Norfolk  county,  that  is, 
into  Brookline,  in  older  to  go  to  the  Francis- 
street  school,  which  is  at  some  distance.  I 
therefore  hope  that  you  will  agree  to  this  mat- 
ter and  will  vote  to  have  it  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting,  when  I  think  I  shall  have  sufficient 
facts  to  show  you  that  the  city  of  Boston  should 
not  sell  the  land  that  they  have  held  so  long 
when  that  land  is  increasing  in  value;  and 
when,  if  the  city  of  Boston  should  hold  it  and 
not  sell  it,  in  four  years  hence  will  bring  a  great 
revenue  into  the  city  treasury-  I  hope  the  mo- 
tion to  assign  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council 
at  half-past  8  will  prevail. 

The  order  was  assigned  to  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Council  at  half-past  8.  Mr.  Fottler  moved 
to  reconsider;  lost. 

15.  Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and 
order  transferring  to  the  custody  of  the  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners  the  primary  school- 
house  estate,  at  the  corner  of  Walpole  and  Tre- 
mont  streets,  surrendered  to  the  City  Council 
by  the  School  Committee,  and  authorizing  said 
Board  to  sell  the  same  at  public  auction. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  was 
on  giving  the  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Ladd— Before  I  vote  upon  this  order  I 
would  like  some  information  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands  iu  regard  to  it. 

Mr.  Wilson— If  the  gentleman  will  state  the 
nature  of  the  information  he  desires  I  will  en- 
deavor to  put  him  in  possession  of  all  the  facts  I 
know. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  to  know  why  it  is  pro- 
posed to  sell  a  schoolhouse  that  I  understand  is 
located  in  a  part  of  the  city  that  is  not  even  en- 
tirely built  up,  but  is  growing  very  rapidly,  and 
in  view  of  the  possible  extension  of  Columbus 
avenue  will  grow  more  rapidly.  I  should  like 
to  know  why  it  is  necessary  to  be  continually 
selling  our  old  schoolhouses  and  lots  and  buying 
new  schoolhouse  sites. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  can  appreciate  the  feelings  of 
the  gentleman  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  this  prop- 
erty. It  seems  tome  that  this  schoolhouse  was 
unjustifiably  abandoned.  But  abandoned  it  has 
been;  the  School  Committee  has  given  it  up. 
Other  and  spacious  school  accommodations  m 
the  immediate  neighborhood  have  been  provided 
for  that  particular  school.  For  reasons,  good 
and  sufficient  to  tne  powers  that  be,  this  build- 
ing has  been  abandoned,  has  stood  idle  for  a  long 
time  and  now  stands  idle.  The  build- 
ing is  closed,  but  the  playful  youtli  in 
the  neighborhood  have  endeavored  to  demol- 
ish it  all  they  can.  The  windows  are  broken; 
the  building  is  rapidly  going  to  wrack  and  ruin  ; 
the  rain  is  beating  into  it.  It  was  represented  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  that  the  build- 
ing is  not  desired  for  any  public  purpose  what- 
ever. A  sub-committee  visited  the  different 
departments  and  inquired  whether  it  would,  in 
the  .judgment  of  persons  having  knowledge,  be 
required  for  any  purpose  connected  with  the 
city  government,  and  we  were  informed  that  no 
one  could  see  any  use  to  which  this  schoolhouse 
could  be  put.  Therefore  it  was  with  great  regret 
we  came  to  the  conclusion  that  this  schoolhouse 


was  not  required  by  the  city.  That  being'  the 
case,  it  was  a  question  whether  we  should  retain 
this  vacant  schoolhouse,  subject  to  the  depreda- 
tioi  s  of  the  small  boys  in  the  neighborhood,  or 
put  it  up  at  public  auction  and  sell  it.  It  is  a 
very  desirable  corner,  with  a  large,  sunny  ex- 
posure. I  have  no  doubt  it  will  bring  a  fine 
price  at  public  auction.  At  present  the  building 
is  going  to  wrack  and  ruin,  and  there  is  no  pros- 
pect of  its  being  used  for  a  schoolhouse. 

Mr.  Ladd— Has  the  gentleman  investigated 
the  question  whether  it  would  be  required  for 
an  engine  house  at  some  future  time? 

Mr.  Wilson— That  was  one  of  the  questions 
asked.  It  seems  that  we  have  an  engine  house, 
police  station,  branch  library,  and  all  the  differ- 
ent grades  of  schools  in  that  vicinity.  We  went 
through  all  the  possible  uses  that  the  city  could 
put  it  to,  aud  could  not  find  any  department 
which  desired  it  in  any  shape  or  manner,  or  I 
should  not  have  subscribed  to  that  report. 

Mr.  Blume— I  most  sincerely  desire  that  this 
old  schoolhouse  lot  will  not  be  put'up  at  auction. 
I  think  it  would  be  economy  for  tbe  city  of  Bos- 
ton to  close  in  every  schoolhouse  which  is  not 
needed  immediately— board  up  the  windows, 
but  keep  the  land.  If  the  city  loses  10  years'  in- 
terest on  the  amount  of  money  it  could  get  for 
the  land,  it  will  have  money  in  the  treasury  by 
holding  on  to  the  property.  Schoolhouse  sites 
are  in  demand.  Those  we  possess  should  not  be 
abandoned  too  readily.  There  is  no  immediate 
demand  for  business  locations  in  that  vicinity. 
It  is  a  residential  section,  thickly  settled  with 
thousands  and  thousands  of  persons,  and  grow- 
ing rapidly  in  population.  If  the  building'  is 
unfit  for  a  schoolhouse,  let  it  be  torn  down.  It 
would  be  cheaper  tor  tbe  city  to  tear  down  that 
building  and  let  the  land  lie  fallow  until  it  is 
wanted  for  some  public  use,  like  an  engine 
house,  branch  of  the  -public  library,  or  some 
other  purpose ;  for  then  the  city  of  Boston  would 
not  have  to  pay  three  or  four  times  the  value  of 
what  it  may  need  at  some  future  day.  Tear  the 
building  down  or  board  up  the  windows;  but 
keep  the  land.  It  is  a  beautiful  corner  lot  of 
large  size.  Keep  it.  Don't  sell  it  at  public  auc- 
tion or  any  other  way. 

Mr.  Wilson— 1  am  very  sorry  to  differ  with 
my  associate  from  Ward  11,  but  I  do  not  believe 
that  that  is  *he  proper  policy  for  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton to  follow.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be 
very  unwise  for  us  to  bold  on  to  a  large  tract  of 
land  which  is  exceedingly  valuable,  and  which 
will  bring  a  large  price  from  any  person  who  de- 
sires a  business  location,  or  who  wishes  to  erect 
a  tenement  house  in  that  quarter  of  the  city. 
It  seems  to  me  it  will  be  a  great  deal  better  to 
derive  our  taxes  from  that  building,  and  put  the 
money  for  the  sale  of  the  property  into  the  sink- 
ing funds,  or  into  any  proper  place  where  such 
funds  go.  I  cannot  believe  it  is  good  policy  for 
the  city  of  Boston,  when  it  owns  property  that 
has  become  unnecessary  and  unuseful  for  the 
city,  to  hold  that  property  because  10  or  15  years 
from  now  it  may  be  of  some  use.  I  can  state 
that  in  the  immediate  future  there  is  no  pros- 
pect that  this  property  will  be  used  for  anything 
by  the  city.  I  certainly  hope  the  Council  will 
vote  to  sell  that  property  at  public  auction. 

Mr.  Connolly— I  live  in  that  location,  and 
pass  this  place  every  day.  I  believe  there  is  a 
necessity  in  the  near  future  for  a  book  and  lad- 
der house  in  that  vicinity.  The  book  and  lad- 
der house  near  the  vicinity  of  this  lot  is  in  abad 
condition.  There  is  not  room  enough  in  it.  I 
understand.  It  is  used  as  :>  hospital  for  the 
horses  of  the  Fire  Department,  and  I  understand 
the  captain  there  says  he  has  not  room  enough. 
I  think  that  if  this  land  is  sold  the  city  will  in 
tho  near  future  be  buying  other  land  in  that 
location  for  $4  or  $5  a  foot,  and  I  do  not  believe 
we  will  get  $2  a  foot  if  it  is  sold  at  the  present 
time.  I  think  it  is  better  to  keep  that  land  four 
or  five  years,  if  need  be,  because  then  it  will 
come  into  use. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  pass  and  repass  every  day 
this  schoolhouse  lot  which  is  now  being  spoken 
of.  I  entirely  agree  with  my  friend  from  Ward 
19.  The  lot  is  very  finely  located,  at  the  corner 
of  tho  street.  Tho  present  location  of  the  tire 
engine  house  is  not  very  convenient  and  not 
very  good  for  the  purpose.  There  is  also 
another  question  which  may  come  up  in  regard 

to  that  special  district,  which,  as  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  11  said,  is  thickly  settled,  and  that 
is  the  question  in  regard  to  a  branch  library.  I 
do   not    know  of   any   branch   library  in  that 


MAY     5,1887 


409 


vicinity  except  the  branch  in  Roxbury  just 
beyond  the  Norfolk  House.  I  think  that  in  the 
course  of  time  a  branch  library  will  be  placed 
in  the  neighborhood  of  this  lot.  But  whether  a 
branch  library  be  placed  there  or  an  engine 
house  be  built  there,  there  is  no  question  but 
that  land  in  that  section  of  the  city  is  increas- 
ing in  value,  and  if  this  land  is  sold  today  it 
will  not  bring  its  full  value.  The  city  of  Boston 
owns  but  a  few  feet  of  land  in  that  section,  and 
I  think  it  should  hold  on  to  all  the  land  it  has 
there.  I  trust  the  Council  will  vote  not  to  sell 
the  site  of  the  schoolhouse  which  used  to  be  at 
the  corner  of  Tremont  street  and  what  used  to 
be  Franklin  place,  but  which  I  believe  is  now 
called  Walpole  street. 

Mr.  Fowler- In  order  to  enable  the  gentle- 
men from  Wards  19  and  22  to  present  their  views 
to  the  committee,  I  move  that  this  matter  be 
referred  back  to  the  Committee  on  Schools  and 
Schoolhouses. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  state  for 
the  information  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
23  that  this  order  came  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Fowler— I  beg  pardon.  I  will  change  my 
motion  and  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  Leart — I  was  about  to  make  that  amend- 
ment myself. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  hardly  think  it  is  proper  to  send 
this  order  back  to  the  committee.  They  say 
they  have  investigated  the  matter  thoroughly 
and  find  that  there  will  be  no  use  for  this  build- 
ing. I  think  it  will  be  unwise  to  refer  the  order 
to  them.  I  was  about  to  make  a  motion  to  as- 
sign to  the  next  meeting.  That  will  give  every 
member  an  opportunity  to  investigate  for  him- 
self and  come  here  at  the  next  meeting  prepared 
to  vote  intelligently  upon  the  matter.  I  should 
prefer  an  assignment  to  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Frost— I  should  be  in  favor  of  assigning 
to  the  next  meeting.  One  gentleman  who  is  on 
the  committee  says  he  thinks  it  is  desirable  to 
sell.  Another  gentleman,  whose  opinion  we  es- 
teem highly,  says  he  thinks  it  is  desirable  for 
the  city  to  hold  the  land.  Another  gentleman 
thinks  it  may  he  useful  for  a  hook  and  ladder 
house.  Now  it  seems  to  me  that  the  hook  and 
ladder  company  have  a  place  there.  If  they 
want  a  better  building  they  had  better  re- 
rebuild  on  tbe  same  site;  and  if  they  use 
that  building  as  a  hospital  for  horses  they 
can  get  some  other  site  which  is  not  so 
valuable.  If  this  matter  is  assigned  for  one 
week  it  will  give  every  gentleman  an  opportu- 
nity to  look  into  it.  I  do  not  think  the  city  of 
Boston  wants  to  speculate  in  land.  If  there  is 
no  use  for  this  land  in  the  near  future  I  think  it 
is  desirable  that  the  city  should  sell  it  and  have 
the  land  bringing  in  taxes  and  income  and  not 
have  it  lying  waste  and  idle.  If  the  gentleman 
desires  further  time  I  think  it  is  better  to 
give  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ladd  further  consideration 
of  the  subject  was  specially  assigned  to  8.30 
P.M.  at  the  next  meeting. 

charges  for  railroad  franchises. 

Early  in  the  session  Mr.  Wilson  offered  an  or- 
der—That the  Committee  on  Legislative  Mat- 
ters be  requested  to  appear  before  the  Commit- 
tee on  Street  Railways  of  the  Massachusetts 
Legislature  and  advocate  the  incorporation  in 
any  measure  that  may  be  passed  concerning 
railways  or  railroads  for  the  transportation  of 
passengers,  mails  or  freight  in  the  streets  of 
the  city  of  Boston  of  a  provision  authorizing 
and  requiring  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  upon  the  petition  of  any  ten  citi- 
zens and  taxpayers  of  said  city,  to  establish  a 
rate  per  car  mile  actually  run  which  all  corpo- 
rations and  persons  running  cars  in,  over,  upon, 
under,  through  or  across  its  streets,  roads,  ave- 
nues, Common,  parks  or  public  places,  shall  pay 
for  the  use  of  such  public  ways,  together  with 
proper  provision  providing  for  the  collection  of 
such  rate,  and  with  the  right  of  appeal  to  the 
Board  of  Railroad  Commissioners  of  Massachu- 
setts should  any  person  or  party  interested  in 
such  petition  feel  aggrieved  by  the  decision  of 
said  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Assigned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  to  8  30 
P.M. 

At  8.42  P.  M.  the  order  was  called  up  by  Mr. 
Wilson. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  ordering 
the  order  to  a  second  reading. 


Mr.  Ladd— I  am  in  favor,  sir,  of  the  prin- 
ciple involved  in  the  order,  but  it  seems  to 
me  that  as  it  is  drawn  it  is  too  sweeping,  be- 
cause it  seems  to  me  we  cannot  take  away 
or  we  cannot  ask  the  Legislature  for  any 
legislation  which  will  take  away  vested  rights. 
Now,  as  I  understand  this,  it  applies  to  all  cor- 
porations running  cars  in  the  streets  of  Boston. 
Franchises  have  already  been  granted  to  certain 
railway  companies  to  run  their  cars  in  the 
streets  of  Boston  without  cost  on  account  of 
those  franchises.  The  franchise,  in  each  case. 
has  become  a  valuable  one,  the  stock  of  the  rail- 
way companies  in  which  the  property  of  the 
citizens  of  Boston  is  invested  has  become  fixed 
in  value  on  account  of  that  franchise,  and  it 
certainlv  would  be  unconstitutional  for  us  to 
undertake  to  take  away  that  franchise  or  des- 
troy its  value.  If  the  gentleman"*  order  goes 
as  far  as  that,  I  certainly  snould  oppose  it. 
After  the  hasty  consideration  I  have  been  able 
to  give  it,  I  am  not  quite  clear  as  to  that. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  don't  think  the  order  goes  so 
far  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  thinks,  in 
that  it  interferes  with  vested  rights.  There  are 
no  vested  rights  of  corporations  running  cars  in 
the  streets  except,  perhaps,  some  of  the  railroad 
corporations,  and  they  have  the  right  by  their 
charters  from  the  Legislature ;  rights  to  run  in 
the  streets  and  they  pay  for  them.  It  applies 
simply  to  those  roads  that  occupy  our  streets 
free  of  remuneration.  If  the  Old  Colony  rail- 
road or  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Company 
in  their  charter  to  locate  the  Marginal  freight 
line,  got  authority  to  run  through  our  streets  by 
virtue  of  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  in  the  same 
way  they  get  that  right  substantially  by  the 
right  of  eminent  domain,  in  the  same  way  that 
they  take  the  land  commonly  occupied  by  their 
tracks,  this  order  would  not  apply  to  any  such 
case.  It  simply  applies  to  these  cases  like  these 
railways  here  that  exist  today,  that  simply  have 
the  right  to  run  on  our  streets  as  long  as  the 
aldermen  see  fit  to  allow  them  to  re- 
main there.  They  have  no  vested  rights 
whatsoever.  This  is  not  to  take  away 
any  of  their  rights.  It  is  not  to  compel  them  to 
take  care  of  any  greater  number  of  streets,  or  a 
greater  extent  of  streets,  but  it  is  simply  that  we 
shall  have  the  power  to  compel  railroad  corpo- 
rations using  our  streets  today,  or  those  who 
may  use  them  in  the  future,  to  pay  to  the  city  of 
Boston  a  certain  amount  per  car  mile  run,  for 
the  right  to  occupy  our  streets  with  their  cars. 
There  is  one  great  benefit  to  be  derived  from 
this  provision,  inasmuch  as  it  will  prevent 
empty  cars,  which  are  run  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  catching  all  the  people  floating  around,  and 
on  account  of  which  our  streets  are  blockaded. 
If  there  is  a  certain  charge  to  be  made  per  car 
mile  run  it  will  take  away  these  empty  cars,  as 
corporations  will  not  find  it  for  their  benefit  to 
pay  taxes  on  empty  cars  in  preference  to  loaded 
cars.  But  it  will  result  directly  in  a  benefit  to 
our  streets.  I  have  provided  that  any  ten  citi- 
zens, if  we  get  the  authority  to  do  it,  by  petition 
to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  can  compel  the 
railroad  to  pay  this  rate  per  car  mile. 
I  mean  all  the  railroad  corporations,  because 
this  applies  not  to  any  one  but  to  all.  We  treat 
them  all  fairly.  If  they  fail  they  can  appeal,  as 
in  like  cases  they  appeal  today,  to  the  Railroad 
Commissioners.  The  only  intention  of  this 
thing  is  to  try  to  get  for  the  city  of  Boston  a 
small  recompense  for  the  use  of  our  streets  by 
the  corporations. 

Mr.  Fottler— At  the  time  this  order  was  of- 
fered I  didn't  desire  to  say  anything  on  it.  be- 
cause the  original  mover  had  it  assigned  to  a 
later  time  this  evening.  But  since  it  has  been 
called  up  the  second  time  and  explained  some- 
what, I  feel  more  than  ever  that  the  order  is 
very  sweeping  in  its  nature.  There  are  so  many 
questions  involved  in  this  thing  that  we  should 
have  more  time  to  consider  it.  The  gentleman 
who  offered  the  order,  of  course,  has  had  plenty 
of  time  to  look  it  all  over,  and  probably  under- 
stands it  thoroughly ;  but  in  order  that  the  other 
members  may  have  as  much  enlightenment  as 
possible  on  the  matter,  I  move  that  it  be  re- 
assigned to  our  next  meeting  at  8  o'clock. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  trust  the  gentleman  will  not 
press  that  motion.  We  will  not  meet  for  two 
weeks,  and  the  Legislature  has  in  contempla- 
tion a  matter  something  like  this.  It  would  be 
of  great  assistance  to  the  Legislature  if  the  city 
of  Boston  should  assist  them,  by  the  vote  of  its 
representatives,  to  pass  an  order  looking  to  a 
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return  of  a  fair  recompense  for  the  use  of  the 
streets.  If  we  postpone  this  matter  two  weeks, 
it  will  be  too  late  to  go  to  the  Legislature,  and  I 
trust  the  gentleman  will  not  press  that  motion 
to  assign  for  two  weeks,  because  the  advantage 
to  be  derived  from  this  order,  if  any,  will  be 
lost  by  the  assignment. 

Mr.  F.  Mobjson— I  went  over  there  to  read 
the  order.  As  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10 
has  remarked,  it  is  an  exceedingly  sweeping 
order.  In  fact,  it  is  quite  revolutionary.  It 
effects  millions  of  dollars'  worth  of  property  in 
the  citv  of  Boston  by  the  provision  that  the  city 
shall  derive  a  revenue  from  every  car  which 
runs  through  its  streets.  It  will  affect  the  value 
of  the  stock  which  is  held  by  all  our  citizens, 
very  largely  in  Boston,  and  hardly  any  is  held 
outside  of  Boston.  It  does  not  seem  to  me  that 
we  want  to  pass  a  sweeping  order  of  that  kind 
without  knowing  something  more  about  it  than 
we  can  learn  in  the  course  a  five  minutes' dis- 
cussion. I  certainly  hope  the  motion  to  assign 
to  a  future  meeting  will  prevail,  i  myself  am 
not  an  owner  of  a  dollar's  worth  of  this  stock, 
nor  am  I  counsel  for  any  corporation  interested 
in  this  matter ;  but  I  can  see  that  to  introduce 
such  an  order  into  this  Council,  and  inside  of 
five  minutes  pass  a  vote  which  will  so  sweep- 
ingly  affect  the  property  of  so  many  of  our 
citizens,  is,  to  say  the  least,  rather  sudden,  and 
I  think  it  deserves  more  consideration  than  we 
can  give  it  at  this  moment. 

Mr.  McNary — I  hope  that  the  motion  to  as- 
sign to  the  next  meeting  will  not  be  carried,  for 
the  simple  reason  that  if  it  is,  we  lose  what 
benefit  may  arise  from  it.  I  myself  think  that 
the  order  is  very  plain.  It  provides  that  the  city 
of  Boston  shall  have  the  right  to  have  a  certain 
amount  per  car  mile  run  for  every  car  run  by  a 
street  railway  corporation  using  the  streets  of 
Boston.  The  idea,  to  my  mind,  is  that  the  city 
of  Boston  should  receive  some  benefit  for  the 
use  of  its  streets  by  this  corporation,  for  the  val- 
uable privileges  granted  to  the  corporation,  in 
allowing  them  the  use  of  the  streets.  At  pres- 
ent we  receive  no  benefit  except  the  benefit  to 
the  citizens  by  riding.  We  expend  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars  on  the  streets  every  year. 
In  other  cities  it  isn't  unusual  at  all  for  the  cor- 
porations to  pay  certain  amounts  for  the  use  of 
the  streets  or  for  franchises  granted.  I  under- 
stand that  the  Arcade  Railway  Company  in 
New  York,  for  the  permission  to  tunnel  un- 
der Broadway,  paid  the  city  of  New  York 
§5,000,000.  In  New  York  and  Philadelphia 
all  the  corporations  granted  rights  in 
the  streets  are  compelled  to  pay  certain 
amounts  for  those  rights.  Here  in  Boston 
we  have  never  ciiarged  them  anything,  and  I 
think  it  nothing  but  equitable  that  the  coi|«  na- 
tions should  pay  some  money.  They  are  paying- 
large  amounts  in  dividends  and  are  well  able  to 
doit.  I  think  there  is  a  provision  in  the  law 
that  says  the  dividends  shall  not  be  above  a  cer- 
tain amount — it  is  established  under  the  Statutes 
of  Massachusetts.  I  think  it  is  the  general  idea 
t  at  some  of  these  dividends  are  paid  in  a  man- 
ner not  authorized  by  law.  I  wish  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  if  this  measure  is  put 
through,  the  city  will  receive  some  compensa- 
tion from  the  corporations,  and  even  if  it  is  but 
$5000  a  year,  that  will  go  some  ways  towards 
opening  up  new  streets  and  making  necessary 
improvements  in  some  parts  of  the  city,  and 
will  be  a  very  good  thing  for  the  citizens  of 
Boston,  without  being  a  great  detriment  to  the 
stockholders.  The  stockholders  are  getting 
very  large  dividends,  much  more  than  they 
would  get  if  engaged  in  ordinary  business,  and 
I,  for  one,  think  we  are  only  doing  ourselves 
justice  in  passing  some  such  order  as  this.  I 
think  the  principle  is  perfectly  correct  and  that 
no  objection  can  be  made  on  that  score.  As  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  9  pointed  out,  it  will  be 
too  late  to  derive  any  benefit  from  it  if  we  as- 
sign it.    I  hope  it  will  be  passed  tonight. 

Mr.  Ladd— It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  an  unwise 
way  in  which  to  get  a  proper  return  for  the  use 
of  the  streets  in  the  city  of  Boston  by  the  horse 
railroad  companies.  To  my  mind  it  would  be  a 
better  plan  to  require  them  to  keep  in  repair 
the  streets  where  they  run  their  cars.  That 
they  can  do  to  some  advantage,  and  it  would 
not  be  such  atax  upon  them  as  it  would  to  levy 
a  tax  per  car  mile  run.  That  plau.it  seems  to 
me,  is  going  to  work  directly  against  the  inter- 
ests of  the  people  of  Boston.  The  horse  cars 
are  the  carriages  of  the  poor  people.    Now  we 


must  be  careful  how  we  infringe  upon  the 
rights  of  this  class.  I  do  not  think  we  want  to 
adopt  any  plan  here  which  will  cause  the  horse 
cars  of  Boston  to  be  more  crowded  than  they 
have  been  in  the  past.  We  have  seen  cars  go- 
ing all  through  the  streets  of  Boston  with 
citizens  hanging  to  the  straps  and  platforms, 
and  it  has  seemed  to  me  to  be  ah  outrage  upon 
our  citizens  that  they  should  be  expected 
to  pay  fare  and  ride  in  that  way.  I  think 
the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  deserves 
more  censure  on  that  account  than  any 
other,  and  the  Highland  Company  drserves 
more  praise.  But,  however,  I  will  not  make 
any  invidious  comparisons.  I  say  it  is  a  doubt- 
ful expedient  to  take  away  the  eights  of 
the  people  in  this  way  by  placing  a  tax  upon  the 
horse  cars  and  causing  them  to  run  as  few7  cars 
as  possible  and  accommodating  the  public  in  as 
parsimonious  a  way  as  possible.  I  think  that  is 
a  wrong  course  to  pursue.  I  think  we  should 
be  very  careful  how  we  curtail  these  street  car 
advantages  to  the  people.  There  is  a  sufficient 
control  over  the  matter  of  large  dividends  at 
present,  because  I  understand  that  it  is  in  the 
power  of  the  city  government  to  regulate  fares 
upon  the  horse  railroads.  If  it  is  true  that 
they  are  making  too  large  profits  the  proper 
course  is  to  reduce  the  fares.  The  city  govern- 
ment has  control  of  that  matter  and  can  reduce 
fares,  or  tnere  is  a  power  somewhere  that  can 
do  it  if  the  city  cannot;  because  I  know  that  a 
five-cent  fare  within  the  limits  of  Boston  was 
made  compulsory.  There  is  a  law  somewhere 
that  compelled  the  corporations  to  accede  to 
that  proposition.  Now  if  there  is  a  power  to 
make  them  accede  to  that  proposition  there  is  a 
power  to  make  them  accede  to  a  lower  rate  of 
fare.  I  say,  let  us  make  them  have  a  lower  rate 
of  fare  before  we  place  upon  them  a  tax  per  car 
mile  run.  I  think  that  is  a  more  practicable 
way  than  the  other. 

Mr.  Frost — I  have  been  a  patron  of  the  horse 
cars  for  some  26  years  at  the  South  End.  I  have 
some  experience  in  regard  to  horse-car  accom- 
modations. I  do  not  think  that  there  are,  as  a 
rule,  too  many  horse  cars  run  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  people.  The  larger  part  of  the 
time  I  have  to  stand  while  riding  up  to  my  home 
in  the  evening.  I  do  not  think  that  means  too 
many  horse  cars.  The  horse  cars  are  for  the 
poor  people,  for  the  middle  classes  and  for  the 
rich  people.  Every  one  can  ride  in  a  horse  car 
for  five  cents  from  three  to  five  miles  in  the  city 
of  Boston.  I  do  not  think  we  want  to  put  any 
extra  tax  upon  the  horse  cars  that  will  make 
them  advance  their  rate  of  fare,  because  it 
comes  out  of  the  poor  people— it  comes  out  of 
every  one.  I  think  we  are  having  a  little  bit  of 
a  tendency  hero  to  extravagance  in  the  expend- 
iture of  too  much  money.  It  is  becoming  so 
expensive  1o  live  in  the  city  of  Boston  that  the 
middle  class  people  cannot  afford  to  live  here, 
We  want  to  look  out  about  that.  The  rich  men, 
the  dodgers  of  taxes,  go  off  before  the  first 
of  May  and  do  not  pay  their  personal  tax 
here.  Now  the  middle  class  people  and  the 
poor  people  are  the  ones  who  have  to  pay 
the  taxes.  The  poor  man  has  to  pay  an  increased 
rent  if  there  is  more  tax  upon  his  house.  We 
want  to  look  out  how  we  spend  our  money,  so 
that  all  classes  of  people  can  live  in  the  city  of 
Boston  and  not  take  away  all  that  they  earn. 
Now,  sir,  I  hope  that  this  matter  will  be  as- 
signed to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council  for 
everyone  to  consider  and  see  what  it  is  best  to 
do.    I  think  it  is  a  pretty  sweeping  order. 

Mr.  Richards— If  the  gentleman  who  has  just 
spoken  had  been  before  the  Committee  on 
Street  Railways  at  the  State  House  this  morn- 
ing, I  think  he  would  have  learned  some  valua- 
ble information  as  to  how,  at  least,  30  cars  an 
hour  could  be  removed  from  Tremont  street, 
and  accommodate  the  people  as  well  as  they  are 
accommodated  today.  I  think, that  this  meas- 
ure is  a  very  just  one.  I  think  it  is  wrong  that 
the  horse-car  companies  of  Boston  should  have  a 
monopoly  of  the  streets  of  1  his  city  without  pay- 
ing for  it.  This  order  simply  provides  that  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  shall  charge  a  certain  rate 
per  car  mile  run  ;  it  does  not  say  how  much. 
The  rate  may  be  very  small.  If  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  make  an  excessive  charge,  the  horse 
railroad  corporation  will  then  have  the  right  to 
appeal  to  the  Board  of  Railroad  <  'ommissiqners 
of  the  Slate,  and  then  it  will  be  properly  adjudi- 
cated by  men  who  are  conversant  with  the  facts. 
I  think  this  is  a  very  proper  time  to  introduce 
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the  order,  inasmuch  as  we  are  upon  the  verge  of 
having  the  railroads  of  Boston  consolidated,  and 
a  new  era  hi  the  horse  railroad  management  is 
going  to  he  instituted.  This  is  an  order  to  pro- 
vide against  the  streets  of  Boston  heing  crowded, 
because  the  railroads  will  not  run  as  many  cars 
as  they  do  now.    Where  the  South  Boston  road 

fiuts  one  car  on  a  line  the  Metropolitan  puts  on 
our  to  steal  the  travel  which  they  want,  and 
they  are  constantly  righting  each  other.  But  this 
measure  will  compel  them  to  put  on  only  just  as 
many  cars  as  they  need  and  no  more. 

Mr.  Short — The  consideration  of  this  order 
has  brought  up  many  questions  as  to  the  advisa- 
bility of  taxing  each  railroad  corporation  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  money  for  each  car  run  per  mile. 
The  matter  particularly  considered  was  whether 
or  not  the  different  horse  railroad  corporations 
were  running  too  many  cars.  But  it  happens 
that  by  practical  experience  in  the  business  I 
have  learned  this  fact :  that  there  are  not  enough 
cars  run  at  the  present  time  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton—that is,  as  considered  by  the  demands  of 
the  people.  When  you  find  people  riding  to  the 
extent  of  an  average  on  most  of  the  cars  of  per- 
haps 300  per  day,  and  still  there  is  a  greater  de- 
mand for  more  cars,  and  still  a  pending  blockage 
of  the  streets,  there  is  some  evident  reason  for 
it.  Well,  now,  in  considering  the  passage  of  this 
order  it  is  well  to  think  whether  or  not  the  taxa- 
tion of  the  different  cars  per  mile  as  to  the  num- 
ber of  miles  run,  is  to  be  of  any  benefit  to  the 
city  other  than  from  a  financial  view.  Con- 
sidered in  that  particular  light  undoubtedly  it 
will  be  a  benefit.  But  when  you  consider  that 
the  streets  have  been  blockaded  for  years,  that 
there  has  been  a  crying  demand  for  more  cars, 
and  that  various  other  complaints  have  been 
made,  the  question  naturally  arises,  what  is  the 
cause?  Well,  in  my  humble  opinion,  the  cause 
is  simply  this :  the  construction  of  the  streets  in 
Boston  has  caused  the  greater  part  of  this 
trouble.  If  we  had  wider  streets  and  a  chance 
to  run  the  cars  regularly  the  people  would 
be  accommodated  and  blockades  would  be  a 
thing  practically  impossible.  Now  in  this  matter 
I  am  not  prejudiced  one  way  or  the  other,  but  I 
would  like  to  see  this  body  act  in  such  a  way  as 
would  benefit  not  only  the  city  but  the  citizens 
who  patronize  the  horse  cars  of  Boston. 
Whether  or  not  it  is  desirable  to  do  this,  or  to 
act  as  the  order  suggests  and  increase  the 
amount  of  money»required  for  each  passenger 
for  a  ride,  is  a  matter  to  be  left  to  the  judgment 
of  this  body.  I  trust  that  this  matter  will  be 
laid  over ;  not  that  I  am  prejudiced  against  it  or 
for  it ;  but  in  order  that  the  membess  may  have 
an  opportunity  to  consider  the  matter  further. 

Mr.  Blume— It  is  very  evident  that  there  is 
not  an  agreement  upon  the  matter  tonight.  It 
is  certainly  an  order  that  requires  serious  con- 
sideration. I  for  one  cannot  form  a  judgment  in 
five  or  ten  minutes.  I  most  sincerely  trust  that 
the  matter  will  be  laid  over  in  order  that  we 
may  be  able  to  form  an  intelligent  judgment 
upon  the  subject. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Blume  it  was  voted  that  de- 
bate be  now  closed. 

The  motion  to  assign  to  the  next  meeting  was 
carried.    Mr.  Blume  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN— RE- 
SUMED. 

The  Roxbury  High  School  Site. 

16.  Report  of  Committee  on  Schools  and 
Schoolhouses,  and  order  authorizing  the  mayor 
to  purchase  as  a  site  for  a  new  high  schoolhouse, 
Roxbury,  certain  land  on  easterly  side  of  War- 
ren street,  between  Montrose  street  and  Dun- 
reath  place  (26,082  square  feet),  at  §1.75  per 
square  foot,  the  city  to  pay  the  taxes  for  1887. 

Mr.  Blume— I  move  that  that  be  assigned  to 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Council,  in  order  that  I 
may  inform  myself  upon  the  merits  of  that 
matter. 

Mr.  Dewey— I  have  no  special  objection  to 
this  order  being  assigned  to  the  next  meeting, 
if  there  is  any  good  reason  for  the  assignment. 
But  if  we  are  to  adjourn  over  for  two  weeks, 
there  will  be  that  much  delay  in  the  purchase 
of  this  land.  Now  we  need  the  land.  We  need 
a  new  high  schoolhouse  in  Roxbury.  I  had 
hoped  that  the  members,  having  been  notified 
that  this  matter  would  come  up  for  the  reason 
that  it  was  acted  upon  in  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men on  Monday,  would  be  able  to  vote  on  it 
tonight.  The  location  here  provided  for  islex- 
cellent.    In  my  opinion  the  price  at  which  the 


land  is  offered  is  not  high.  I  would  like  to 
have  the  order  passed  tonight.  If,  however, 
any  gentleman  has  strenuous  objections  to  vot- 
ing on  it  tonight  I  would  not  care  to  press  a  vote 
on  the  merits  of  the  main  question.  It  may  be 
that  at  this  meeting  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
11  can  get  all  the  information  he  desires.  I 
hope  the  motion  to  assign  will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  was  in  hopes  that  this 
order  would  be  passed  tonight,  because  of  the 
urgent  necessity  of  having  a  site  for  the  new 
Roxbury  High  School  building.  At  the  last 
meeting,  when  this  matter  was  up,  I  think  I 
said  I  had  a  special  interest  in  having  the  land 
secured  for  a  new  Roxbury  High  School  build- 
ing. That  special  interest  to  which  I  referred  to 
then,  and  refer  to  now,  is  because  I  know  the 
bad  condition  of  the  present  building  and  the 
bad  accommodations  which  the  boys  and  girls 
of  the  Roxbury  High  School  have  had  ana  are 
having  at  the  present  time.  .  If  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  11  will  state  what  objections  he  has 
with  regard  to  the  passage  of  this  order,  and  if 
he  will  also  state  that  the  gentlemen  living  in 
that  district  are  not  able  to  furnish  him  with 
the  intelligence  which  he  desires,  of  course, 
rather  than  have  any  strenuous  objections,  or 
have  any  long  debate  upon  the  matter,  I,  too, 
would  be  in  favor  of  assignment.  But,  as  the 
gentleman 'from  Ward  21  has  said,  I  trust  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  11  will  ask  some  questions 
with  regard  to  why  he  desires  the  order  assigned 
to  the  next  meeting.  I  can  give  him  some  in- 
formation in  regard  to  the  necessities  of  the 
school  at  the  present  time ;  also  in  regard  to  the 
accommodations  in  the  present  building;  also 
in  regard  to  the  value  of  land  in  that  section. 
This  is  the  price  which  the  city  willjiave  to  pay 
if  it  takes  this  lot,  and  the  School  Committee 
consider  it  the  best  lot  for  a  new  high  school- 
house. 

Mr.  Leart— I  suppose  I  ought  to  wait  until 
some  gentleman  made  an  objection,  and  then, 
perhaps,  I  could  give  some  information  in  re- 
gard to  this  matter  that  may  possibly  settle  his 
mind  all  right.  The  Committee  on  Schoolhouses 
visited  Roxbury  and  saw  the  location  where 
they  asked  for  a  schoolhouse.  First,  a  sub-com- 
mittee went,  but  after  the  trouble  over  the 
Soutli  Boston  matter,  we  decided  to  have  the 
entire  committee  go  out  to  Roxbury,  and  we  did 
so.  The  result  of  the  visit  was  a  unanimous 
vote  of  the  committee  to  recommend  the  pur- 
chase of  this  site.  We  believed  the  proper  way 
was  to  first  visit  the  master  of  the  Roxbury 
High  School  and  ascertain  from  him  the  various 
sites  in  that  vicinity,  and  ask  him  where  the 
surplus  scholars  came  from,  in  what  direction 
was  the  growth  of  population ;  and  other  ques- 
tions of  that  nature.  We  visited  at  least  eight 
sites,  on  Lambert  avenue,  and  all  the 
streets  in  that  vicinity,  and  investigated 
the  subject  thoroughly.  All  the  loca- 
tions we  found  there  ranged  in  price  from  $2 
and  upwards  per  foot.  More  than  this,  the  mas- 
ter said  that  if  the  city  of  Bostoii  was  to  build 
for  the  future,  it  would  have  to  go  off  in  the  di- 
rection of  this  site— off  towards  Warren  street. 
He  said  that  if  we  were  going  to  build  for  today, 
it  would  be  very  well  to  build  close  to  the  pres- 
ent schoolhouse ;  but  if  we  are  going  to  build 
for  the  future  growth  of  that  district,  it  would 
be  better  to  go  in  the  direction  of  this  site.  We 
went  with  the  master  and  visited  the  lot  directly 
opposite  where  this  site  is.  In  the  estimation  of 
the  committee  it  was  greatly  inferior  land ;  but 
still  the  same  price  is  asked,  and  that  is  the 
nearest  to  this  figure  that  we  have  had  in  that 
immediate  vicinity.  I  have  no  doubt  that  a 
large  number  of  members  of  the  Council  know 
where  this  site  is  on  Warren  street,  between 
Dunreath  and  Montrose  streets.  There  is  no 
question  but  that  it  is  the  handsomest  site  in 
that  vicinity.  The  School  Committee  are  also 
unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  our  committee 
have  made  the  wisest  selection,  and  they  indorse 
our  action.  I  hoped  the  order  would  ;jo  through 
tonight.  I  would  not  have  any  objection  to  the 
assignment  if  it  was  for  a  week ;  but  I  cannot 
see  any  reason  for  waiting  two  weeks.  1  know 
that  just  so  sure  as  we  wait  two  weeks,  we  will 
come  in  and  pass  this  order.  I  believe  that  de- 
lay will  interfere  with  the  building  of  that 
schoolhouse. 

Mr.  Blume — I  do  not  desire  to  be  sarcastic  in 
my  reply  to  the  gentlemen  on  the  School  Com- 
mittee, but  I  do  consider  that  it  is  a  matter  for 
most  serious  consideration  when  we  have  an 
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order  that  comes  to  us  on  the  morning  before 
the  night  we  meet  here,  that  we  should  have  a 
fair  opportunity  to  look  into  it.  I  myself  do  not 
always  read  the  doings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
and  practically  I  am  not  on  my  guard  until  I  get 
the  calendar  tor  the  evening's  meeting,  in  the 
morning.  What  do  I  know  of  this?  There  is  a 
report  and  order  from  the  Committee  on  Schools 
and  Schoolhouses  to  buy  a  piece  of  land,  with 
which  I  am  more  familiar,  I  venture  to  say.than 
any  member  of  the  Committee  on  Schools  and 
Schoolhouses.  I  have  bought  land  in  that 
vicinity  for  the  last  20  years.  I  have  examined 
titles,  I  was  going  to  say,  of  100  estates  within 
rifle  shot  of  this  proposed  site.  I  know  from  my 
knowledge  of  the  locality  where  it  is  lo- 
cated. Now  it  is  proposed  to  buy  this  lot 
of  land  for  the  mere  trifle  of  $45,643.50. 
That  sum  doesn't  amount  to  much  in  the 
eyes  of  the  members  of  the  Common  Council  of 
the  city  of  Boston  as  a  site  for  a  schoolhouse. 
I  say  that  I  cannot  be  contradicted  when  I  say 
that  there  has  not  been  a  piece  of  land  sold  in 
the  city  of  Roxbury,  except  a  strip  taken  off 
this  very  lot,  for  which  I  think  S2.70  was  award- 
ed, which  was  shaved  off  for  the  purpose  of 
widening  Warren  street.  Now  my  object  in  de- 
lay is  to  find  out  how  much  this  land  is  worth. 
It  is  proposed  to  give  §1.75  per  foot  for  the  land 
throughout.  I  have  the  hardihood  to  stand 
here  and  say  it  is  worth  no  such  sum,  notwith- 
standing the  astute  Committee  on  Schools  and 
Schoolhouses.  I  say  that  it  is  too  dear.  Com- 
pared to  the  South  Boston  schoolhouse  it  is 
very  cheap.  It  is  only  about  twice  as  much  as 
it  is  taxed  for,  or  a  little  more,  but  in  South 
Boston  they  gave  five  times  more  than  the  as- 
sessed value,  so  that  relatively  it  is  a  very  cheap 
operation.  Why,  we  are  only  paying  about  twice 
the  assessed  value  here,  and  we  paid  five  times 
the  assessed  value  and  over  for  a  lot  in  South 
Boston.  By  that  species  of  logic  we  are 
getting  this  for  nothing,  and  the  premium 
thrown  in.  But  I  say  I  have  a  right  as  a  com- 
mittee of  one  to  acquire  all  the  information  the 
School  Committee  can  give  me  here  tonight, 
which  I  am  not  allowed,  in  the  moments  allotted 
me,  to  inquire  either  as  to  the  correctness  or 
reasonableness  of.  Therefore,  as  a  committee 
of  one,  I  desire  to  make  a  little  investigation  of 
my  own.  Gentlemen  become  enamored  of  their 
little  pet  schemes.  I  don't  think  there  is  any 
boodle  in  this  schoolhouse  lot.  I  wouldn't  sug- 
gest such  a  thing.  I  would  only  say  when  you 
propose  to  pay  $1.75  for  land  that  I  am  credi- 
bly informed,  and  I  think  I  can  bring  the  statis- 
tics at  the  next  meeting,  that  part  of  the  rear  of 
this  land  has  been  sold  at  50  cents  a  foot  and  the 
front  land  ai  $1.25.  Now,  I  ask  for  what  reason 
under  heaven  can  the  city  of  Boston,  through 
its  Committee  on  Schools  and  Schoolhouses, 
think  of  taking  this  lot  right  through  at  $1.75 
per  foot?  I  say  I  want  time,  and  I  say  it 
is  the  duty  of  every  gentleman  here,  outside 
of  the  Committee  on  Schools  and  Schoolhouses, 
who  have  so  thoroughly  investigated  this  mat- 
ter and  who  are  thoroughly  posted— to  look  into 
it.  The  other  gentlemen  of  this  Council  outside 
of  this  committee  also  desire  information  and 
want  to  be  well  posted.  You  can  do  nothing  to- 
night unless  you  rush  it  through  with  a  two- 
thirds  vote.  It  will  require  a  suspension  of  the 
rule  to  pass  it.  Two  weeks'  delay  will  not  kill 
anybody:  I  believe  the  Council  had  passed  a 
vote  to  adjourn  for  two  weeks  when  I  came  in 
tonight.  These  gentlemen  won't  back  out.  It 
has  been  suggested  that  there  is  a  bond  which 
will  expire,  and  that  the  gentlemen  will  back 
out.  I  will  guarantee  that  they  won't  back  out, 
and  I  will  sign  a  guarantee  that  they  won't. 
They  won't  back  out;  don't  get  scared.  I  say 
let  tne  matter  go  over ;  let  us  investigate  in  re- 
gard to  the  price.  If  it  is  all  right,  the  best 
thing  we  can  do  at  the  next  meeting  is  to  pass 
it.  and  if  not,  to  sit  upon  it. 

Mr.  McNary— I  certainly  think  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  11  has  made  out  an  excellent  case  in 
behalf  of  buying  this  land  this  evening.  He 
states  that  we  are  asked  to  pay  $1.75  a  foot,  and 
then  tells  us  that  a  jury,  supposably  good  men 
and  competent  men,  have  awarded  the  owners 
of  the  land — 

Mr.  Leary— I  don't  want  to  interrupt  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  11,  but  he  made, a  mistake, 
and  I  want  to  correct  the  gentleman. 

The  President— Does  the  gentleman  yield? 

Mr.  McNary— Can  I  yield  the  floor  for  a  cor- 
rection and  then  take  it  again? 


Tne  President— Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  McNary— I  yield. 

Mr.  Leary— I  want  to  make  a  correction. 
The  jury  awarded  for  that  land  $3.50.  I  was 
about  to  correct  the  gentleman  when — 

Mr.  Blume— Then  I  cheerfully  stand  cor- 
rected. I  know  it  was  only  a  few  feet,  and  they 
gave  that  so  as  to  bring  it  into  some  round  num- 
bers. 

Mr.  McNary— As  I  have  been  corrected,  I 
would  say  that  I  made  a  little  mistake.  The 
commissioners  awarded  $2.70  and  the  jury  $3.50, 
which  was  my  mistake  as  well  as  any  one's 
else.  I  think  certainly,  if  the  gentlemen 
awarded  that  stun  for  the  property,  it  is  worth 
fully  $1.75.  As  I  remember  the  location,  it  is 
land  which  is  in  a  first-class  condition,  which 
has  been  increasing  in  value  and  rising  m  value 
within  a  short  time.  It  is  a  valuable  site,  and  I 
think  it  is  for  the  city's  benefit  to  buy  it.  In  my 
opinion  the  only  reason  for  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  11  wishing  delay  in  this  matter  is  that  he 
may  get  off  another  of  his  buncombe  speeches 
in  favor  of  reform,  and  make  another  appeal  to 
the  voters  as  the  apostle  of  economy.  I  think 
it  might  have  a  good  effect  if  it  occurred  in  No- 
vember instead  of  at  the  present  time.  The 
gentleman  probably  wishes  to  keep  us  here 
another  evening  at  an  expense  of  over  $350  for 
gas,  lunch,  carriages,  etc.  I  for  one  hope  the 
order  will  pass  this  evening,  and  that  the  gen- 
tleman will  not  have  an  opportunity  to  get  off 
one  of  his  buncombe  speeches. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— The  reason  why  I  hope  the 
order  will  pass  tonight,  and  that  the  assignment 
will  not  prevail  is  because  I  have  made  an  ex- 
amination of  this  matter,  and]l  am  very  sorry  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  11  doesn't  understand 
the  wants  of  the  people  of  the  Roxbury  District. 
The  accommodations  for  the  boys  and  girls  of 
the  Roxbury  High  School,  I  may  say  they  are 
not  really  fit  even  for  paupers.  Here  I  would 
say  that  the  old  Roxbury  District  has  been  al- 
ways most  favorable  to  schools,  and  that  the 
earliest  school  in  the  town  of  Roxbury  dates 
back  almost  to  the  time  when  Harvard  Univer- 
sity was  founded.  The  free  schools  of  Roxbury 
began  in  the  year  1642 ;  since  that  time  they  have 
increased  rapidly,  and  at  the  present  time  there 
are  10  grammar  schools  in  the  district  of  Rox- 
bury and  one  high  school,  which  was  built  in 
1861.  That  high  school  is  but  little  larger  than  it 
was  at  that  time  when  them  were  only  three 
grammar  schools,  whereas  there  are  now  10 
grammar  schools,  each  year  turning  out  their 
scholars  to  go  into  the  high  school.  With  the  10 
Roxbury  grammar  schools  there  are  also  seven 
grammar  schools  in  the  outlying  districts  that 
think  so  favorably  of  the  advantages  there  af- 
forded that  most  of  those  scholars  of  the  seven 
grammar  schools  go  to  Roxbury  High  School.  I 
visited  Roxbury  High  School  yesterday,  after 
an  absence  of  almost  14  years,  and  found  in 
each  class-room  about  nine  rows  of  desks. 
There  are  three  class-rooms  put  together,  be- 
cause there  is  not  room  enough  in  the  class. 
rooms  to  have  separate  rooms,  and  I  found  tho 
girls  and  bovs  crowded  in  every  room  so  that 
they  were  obliged  to  use  a  hall  at  the  top  of  the 
building,  which  is  one  of  the  worst  accomoda- 
tions that  could  be  given  to  any  scholars  of  even 
a  primary  or  grammar  school  or  any  other 
school,  even  in  the  school  of  a  Western  village, 
with  an  old  schoolma'am,  and  a  fire  close  beside 
her,  and  rough-hewn  desks.  In  the  Roxbury 
High  School  there  are  no  desks,  only  seats,  as  I 
said,  in  the  class-rooms,  and  boys  and  girls  have 
got  to  go  into  the  hall  and  sit  on  the  settees,  and 
those  are  the  only  accommodations  they  have. 
The  inside  is  in  very  bad  condition,  the  stairs 
being  very  narrow,  and  the  closets  being  more 
like  dungeons  than  anything  else,  being  throe 
feet  wide  by  ten  feet  long,  and  the  boys  and 
girls  have  got  to  go  and  hang  up  their  hats  and 
cloaks  there  with  the  rest  of  tne  paraphernalia 
which  they  are  obliged  to  use.  In  case  of  fire  it 
would  be  a  most  dangerous  thing  for  theso  boys 
and  girls,  ranging  from/14  to  17  years  of  age,  to 
get  from  the  top  of  the  building  down.  <  icntlo- 
meii  say  that  they  have  done  that  for  years. 
That  is  true.  There  have  been  many  buildings 
put  up  for  years  when  no  fire  has  occurred ;  but 
the  time  has  come  when  the  city  is  opening 
its  eyes  to  the  fact  that  they  must  provide  some 
outlets  for  children  placed  in  a  high  building. 
The  yards  are  so  small  that]  the  boys  and  girls 
make  a  yard  of  the  whole  district.  They  use 
Kenilworth  street  for    a  promenade,  and   go 
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around  bv  Dudley  square,  and  in  the  sum- 
mer they  take  Meeting-House  hill.  I  have 
no  objection  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
11  making  a  special  examination  for  him- 
self, and  I  would  say  here  that  he  has  the 
right  to  claim  that,  the  same  as  I  have  or 
any  gentleman  present  on  this  matter  or  any 
other  matter.  If  a  delay  of  two  weeks  would 
not  effect  this  I  would  have  no  objection  to  the 
assignment,  so  that  be  could  get  that  informa- 
tion ;  but,  sir,  with  the  reports  that  have  been 
given  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  with  all 
due  respect  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11— 
and  I  would  say  that  I  myself  would  not  always 
agree  with  even  the  full  report  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  and  be  has  a  perfect  right  not  to 
agree  with  the  full  report — when  it  comes  down 
to  the  statement  that  the  land  has  been  used  at 
$2.70  a  foot  and  that  $3.50  has  been  granted  by 
the  committee,  I  say  it  is  good  evidence  that  the 
land  in  that  section  has  a  considerable  value. 
The  gentleman  says  it  was  a  strip.  I  will  allow 
that.  But  I  will  say  that  even  for  a  strip  of  land 
taken  by  the  city  of  Boston,  which  was  worth 
only  §1  or  §1.50  a  foot,  I  don't  think  the  court 
would  allow  83.50.  There  is|no  great  value  at- 
tached to  the  fact  of  land  being  taken  by  a  city 
or  other  corporation.  Therefore  I  think  that 
the  value  of  this  land  would  be  properly  deter- 
minable on  that  ground.  But  rather  than  have 
any  long  or  in  fact  any  unpleasant  debate  on  the 
matter,  if  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11  insists 
on  the  assignment,  although  I  shall  vote  against 
it,  perhaps  it  would  be  better  to  have  the  gen- 
tleman take  his  time  and  examine  into  the  mat- 
ter, and  then  come  in  here  with  such  report  as 
he  thinks  would  give  information  to  the  Coun- 
cil so  that  the  Council  could  decide  definitely 
whether  Roxbury  District  should  have  that  site 
for  a  schoolhouse,  whether  the  city  is  paying  too 
much  for  the  land,  or  whether  a  district  con- 
taining almost  80,000  people  snould  not  have  a 
schoolhouse  very  much  larger  than  they  had 
when  the  district  contained  only  30,000  or  40,000 
people. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  hope  this  matter  will  not  be  as- 
signed to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council.  The 
building  of  this  schoolhouse  is  an  absolute  neces- 
sity. The  Committee  on  Schools  and  School- 
houses  gave  this  matter  a  thorough  examina- 
tion. They  have  been  out  there  twice  or  three 
times  to  look  after  the  property.  They  havellook- 
ed  over  all  the  sites  that  have  been  presented, 
and  have  concluded  that  this  is  the  best  and 
cheapest.  The  only  one  that  compares  with  it 
at  all  is  the  place  where  they  ask  the  same 
amount  of  money.  A  portion  of  this  property 
two  years  ago  was  sold  at  public  auction  for 
$1. 25  a  foot ;  and  as  the  gentleman  has  stated,  a 
portion  of  that  land  was  taken  by  the  citv  and 
the  award  of  the  jury  was  $3.50  a  foot.  We  have 
consulted  the  master  of  the  high  school  ana  the 
School  Committee,  and  they  are  all  unanimously 
in  favor  of  this  site,  as  are  also  the  inhabitants 
in  that  neighborhood.  All  the  parties  I  have 
seen  have  taken  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  this 
matter.  Owing  to  the  trouble  we  had  with  the 
schoolhouse  lot  in  South  Boston,  the  committee 
tried  to  make  this  thing  as  near  right  as  it  could 
be.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  11  states  that  he 
wishes  to  inform  himself  better  in  regard  to  this 
piece  of  land.  He  also  states  that  he  has  known 
it  for  20  years.  Now  he  ought  to  know  whether 
this  is  a  cheap  piece  of  land  for  the  city  to  buy. 
He  also  states  that  he  would  like  the  members 
of  this  Council  to  go  to  that  district  and  look 
that  land  over.  If  the  members  of  the  Council 
take  no  more  interest  in  going  to  Roxbury  to 
look  over  this  piece  of  land  tor  $1.75  a  foot, 
than  they  took  hi  the  land  in  South  Boston,  I 
do  not  think  there  is  any  use  in  laying  it 
over,  for  I  think  there  would  be  very  few 
who  would  go  out  there  to  look  at  it. 
I  think  the  majority  of  this  Council 
have  made  up  their  minds  which  way  they 
propose  to  vote  on  this  question.  It  is  a  neces- 
sity that  this  schoolhouse  should  be  commenced 
as  soon  as  possible.  The  inhabitants  want  it ; 
the  School  Committe  want  it ;  the  schools  are 
all  crowded  out  there,  and  it  is  an  utter  impossi- 
bility to  provide  them  with  the  accommodations 
which  the  schools  should  be  provided  with. 
The  city  of  Boston  has  the  reputation  of  being 
one  of  the  greatest  cities  in  the  world  in  regard 
to  school  accommodations.  I  think  the  schools 
of  Boston  are  more  crowded  today  than  they 
are  in  any  other  city.  The  sooner  we  make  an 
arrangement  to  prevent  the  crowding  of  our 


scholars  in  our  schools  tbe  better  it  will  be.  I 
hope  the  order  will  be  passed  tonight. 

Mr.  Whitjiore— I  would  merely  suggest  that, 
as  I  understand  the  matter  now,  this  debate 
came  up  at  a  very  early  stage.  The  report  has 
.  not  even  been  accepted,  and  we  have  not  got  so 
far  as  to  propose  to  suspend  the  rule.  I  think 
we  have  gone  along  so  far  unnecessarily  debat- 
ing the  merits  of  tbe  main  question.  I  think  the 
best  thing  we  can  do  is  to  accept  the  report  and 
go  along  one  stage,  to  which  there  can  be  no 
objection  whatever.  In  order  to  know  whether 
orlnot  we  will  accept  the  report  I  move  the  pre- 
vious question. 

The  main  question  was  ordered,  and  the  ques- 
tion came  upon  accepting  the  report. 

Mr.  Leary  moved  to  suspend  the  rule. 

Mr.  Ladd  raised  the  point  of  order  that  no 
suspension  of  the  rule  was  necessary  at  this 
stage. 

The  President  ruled  the  point  of  order  well 
taken. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question 
came  upon  giving  the  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Ladd— There  certainly  is  no  baste  about 
this  matter.  It  is  a  matter  that  has  been  agit- 
ated for  years,  and  now  to  come  here  before  the 
Council,  and  say  on  the  statement  we  have  re- 
ceived from  the  members  of  the  committee  that 
we  are  to  vote  upon  an  expenditure  of  over 
$45,000  by  the  city  of  Boston,  when  these  facts 
are  staring  us  in  the  face,  I  think  is  asking  too 
much  of  us.  Before  I  sit  down  I  shall  move  to 
assign  the  matter  to  the  next  meeting,  because  I 
feel,  that  the  facts  that  have  already  been 
brought  out  tend  to  show  that  there  probably  is 
being  paid  for  this  land  too  large  a  price,  be- 
cause a  great  deal  of  stress  has  been  laid  upon 
the  fact  that  $3.50  per  foot  were  awarded  by  a 
jury  for  a  front  piece  of  this  land.  Gentlemen 
must  be  aware  that  a  strip  of  land  next  to  the 
street  has  more  value  than  the  hack  land.  I 
understand  there  was  a  very  expensive  wall 
upon  that  strip  of  land  taken  by  the  city  for  a 
widening,  and  the  value  of  that  wall  entered 
into  the  price  awarded  by  the  jury  for  that 
piece  of  land.  I  am  told  that  no  land  has 
been  sold  in  that  section  higher  than  $1.25 
a  foot.  Even  in  small  quantities  it  has  not 
been  sold  for  more  than  $1.25  a  foot,  Now, 
then,  it  seems  to  me  that  a  piece  of  land 
of  over  26,000  square  feet,  having  such  a 
depth  as  this  land  must  have,  should  not 
command  the  highest  price,  and  that  50  cents 
advance  above  the  price  for  choice  lots  in  that 
vicinity  is  unreasonable.  I  think  that  this 
order  should  lay  over  so  that  we  may  have  an 
opportunity  to  investigate,  and  I  move  to  spe- 
cially assign  to  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Whitmoue— I  desire  to  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  second  reading  of  the  order  is 
a  matter  of  course.  All  debate  at  this  stage  is 
unusual.  If  we  pass  the  order  to  a  second  read- 
ing the  Chair  will  state  that  the  order  will  take 
its  second  reading  at  the  next  meeting.  For 
that  reason  I  move  the  previous  question  in  or- 
der to  stop  some  of  this  eloquence  till  we  get  to 
a  point  where  it  will  amount  to  something  in 
influencing  a  vote.  It  is  a  mere  matter  of  form 
to  give  it  a  second  reading  unless  the  majority 
intend  to  kill  the  order  entirely. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitniore  the  main  question 
was  ordered. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading, 
and  Mr.  Leary  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  so  that 
the  order  might  take  its  second  reading  and  be 
put  upon  its  passage  tonight. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Blume  it  was  voted  that  the 
question  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitniore  the  main  question 
was  ordered. 

The  Council  refused  to  suspend  the  rule;  yeas 
34,  nays  20  (two  thirds  of  those  voting  being 
necessary  in  the  affirmative) : 

Yeas— Atwood,  Bowman,  Carroll.  Chamber- 
lain, Cochran,  Connelly,  Desmond,  Dewey,  Do- 
lan.  Dunn,  Fisher,  Foss,  Fowler,  Gomez,  Hayes, 
Kelilier,  Lauten,  Leary,  McEnaney,  McKenna. 
McNary,  J.  Murphy,  J.  J.  Murphy,  Norton, 
Perry,  E.  J.  Powers.  Reilly.  Shaw.  Short,  J.  H. 
Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevens,  Whit- 
niore—34. 

Nays— Blume,  Burr,  Clark,  Davern,  Fottler, 
Frost,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Kelley,  Ken- 
nedy, Ladd.  Lattirnore,  F.  Morison,  Nunan,  Per- 
kins, Richards,  E.  Sullivan,  Thayer,  Webster, 
Wilson— 20. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Barry,  Carstensen,  Cole- 
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man,  Covle,  Duggan,  Haggerty.  Harrington, 
Light,  Mahoney,  F.  R.  Morrison.  W.  H.  Murphy, 
O'Mealev.  C.  C.  Powers.  Sanger,  Snow,  Tracy, 
Tuttle.  Whall— 18. 

Mr.  Blume  moved  to  reconsider  the  last  vote, 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Leaky— Before  the  question  is  taken  I 
wish  to  say  one  word.  I  did  not  care  whether 
this  order  was  passed  tonight  or  not,  hut  my 
principal  object  in  pushing  this  matter  was  this : 
It  will  have  the  effect  to  make  members  look  it 
up  so  that  we  may  not  have  such  a  fuss  as  we 
did  on  the  South  Boston  matter. 

Mr.  Fottler  moved  to  adjourn,  but  withdrew 
it  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Keliher. 

The  President— Mr.  Blume  withdraws  the 
motion  to  reconsider. 

INSPECTION  OF  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Atwood  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  the  Department  for  the 
Inspection  of  Buildings,  on  the  petition  of  Neil 
Campbell,  recommending  the  passage  of  an 
order — That  the  inspector  of  buildings  be 
authorized  to  issue  a  permit  to  Neil  Campbell 
to  build,  outside  the  building  limits,  a  wooden 
building  on  Paris  street,  Ward  1,  in  excess  of 
range  allowed  and  without  the  intervention  or 
construction  of  a  brick  wall  as  required  by  the 
ordinances  and  in  accordance  with  an  applica- 
tion on  file  in  the  Department  for  the  Inspection 


of  Buildings ;  said  building  to  be  occupied  for  a 
carriage  house. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed.  Mr.  Atwood 
moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

MEMORIAL  DAY. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  moved  to  suspend  the  rule 
to  enable  him  to  offer  an  order— I  hat  the  city 
messenger  be  requested  to  provide  carriages  for 
such  members  as  desire  to  take  part  in  the  cere- 
monies of  Francis  Washburn  Post  No.  92,  G.  A.  R., 
in  Brighton  district,  on  May  30,  the  expense  at- 
tending the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Com- 
mon Council. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wilson— Should  not  the  rule  be  sus- 
pended? 

The  President— The  rule  should  be  sus- 
pended, unless  all  reports  have  been  received. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— I  moved  to  suspend  the 
rule. 

Mr.  Fottler— I  wish  the  president  to  ascertain 
whether  there  is  a  quorum  present. 

The  President— Does  the  gentleman  rise  to  a 
point  of  order? 

Mr.  Fottler— Yes,  sir ;  to  a  point  of  order  that 
a  quorum  is  not  present. 

The  President — The  Chair  decides  that  a 
quorum  is  not  present,  and  the  Council  stands 
adjourned. 

Adjourned  at  9.49  P.M. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Monday,  May  9,  1887. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
4  o'clock  P.M.,  Aid.  Donovan,  chairman,  presid- 
ing, and  all  the  members  present. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  as  follows: 
Six  grand,  United  States  Circuit  Court,  May  6. 
Nine  petit,  United  States  Circuit  Court,  May  6. 
Twelve  traverse,   Superior  Criminal    Court, 
May  6. 

HEARINGS  ON  ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

1.  On  petition  of  George  W.  Nason,  for  leave  to 
project  a  bay  window  from  4  Staniford-street 
extension. 

2.  On  petition  of  J.  B.  Billings,  for  leave  to  pro- 
ject a  bay  window  from  362  Marlboro'  street. 

No  objections.  Severally  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings 
(Aid.:) 

3.  On  petition  of  Hub  Carbon  Company,  for 
license  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  steam- 
engine  of  15-horse  power  at  Lowland  street. 
Ward  15. 

4.  On  petition  of  Mullin  &  Co.,  for  license  to 
erect  and  use  a  stationary  engine  of  six-horse 
power  at  West  First  street,  Ward  14. 

5.  On  petition  of  R.  T.  Paine  &  others,  for  li- 
cense to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  engine  of  30- 
horse  power  at  Hallock  street,  Ward  22. 

No  objections.  Severally  referred  to  Commit- 
tee on  Steam  Engines. 

6.  On  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Warren  street,  Ward  21,  between  Crawford 
and  Blue  Hill  avenue. 

7.  On  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Charles  street,  Ward  24. 

8.  On  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Walker  street,  Ward  23. 

9.  On  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Braintree  street,  Ward  25. 

10.  On  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Fenton  street  and  Duncan  street,  Ward  24. 

No  objections.  Severally  recommitted  to 
Committee  on  Sewers. 

ORDER  OF  NOTICE  ON  PETITION. 

Upon  petition  of  Wood  Bros.,  for  leave  to  erect 
and  use  a  stationary  steam  engine  of  four-horse 
power  at  Weeks  &  Plummer's  wharf. 

An  order  of  notice  was  passed  for  a  hearing, 
on  Monday,  May  30  inst.,  at  4  P.  M.,  to  all  parties 
objecting. 

Subsequently  Aid.  Allen  called  attention  to 
the  fact  that  May  30  is  a  holiday,  and  on  his 
motion  the  passage  of  the  order  was  recon- 
sidered, the  date  of  the  hearing  changed  to 
Tuesday,  May  31  inst.,  and  as  amended  the 
order  was  passed. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Common  —  W.  H. 
Emery,  that  a  tree  in  front  of  his  estate,  619 
Tremont  street,  be  trimmed. 

To  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department— -Henry 
W.  Longfellow,  for  a  license  to  store  and  keep 
for  sale  oils  or  fluids  composed  wholly  or  in  part 
of  the  products  of  petroleum  in  cellar  of  his 
store  on  Franklin  street,  Ward  25. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses — Mrs.  M.  B. 
Spooner  and  others,  that  Mrs.  Bradley  may  be 

f ranted  a  license  for  a  fruit  stand  in  rear  of  80 
loylston  street. 

William  Fletcher,  for  license  to  run  a  passen- 
ger barge  from  the  Fitchburg  railroad  station 
via  Haverhill  street,  Haymarket  square,  Union, 
State  and  Broad  streets,  and  Atlantic  avenue  to 
the  harbor  steamers,  returning  by  the  same 
way,  or  by  way  of  Scollay  and  Bowdoin  squares, 
to  the  Northern  depots. 

To  the  Committee  on  'Health  (Aid.)— Michael 
Fitzgerald,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
building  for  three  cows  on  Centre  street,  near 
Allston  street.  Ward  24. 

Mary  E.  Moulton,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  building    for  two    horses  on  Gleason 


street,  between  Bicknell  avenue  and  Warner 
avenue,  Ward  24. 

■  Hiram  P.  Lane,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  building  for  three  horses  on  Jenkins 
street,  Ward  15. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving— L.  V.  Niles, 
for  leave  to  set  in  sidewalk  in  front  of  9  and  11 
Cornhill.  Hyatt  lights. 

Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  Company,  that 
they  may  be  permitted  to  close  the  bridge  in 
Park  street  over  their  road  for  such  time  as  may 
be  necessary  to  rebuild  it. 

Samuel  Emmes  and  others,  for  edgestones  in 
Texas  street,  between  Elmwood  and  Tremont 
street.  Ward  19. 

Matilda  F.  Home,  for  edgestones  in  Savin 
street. 

John  G.  Cabe,  for  edgestones  on  Paul  Gore 
street,  corner  Chestnut  avenue. 

Katherine  Lorrey,  for  edgestones  60,  62  New 
Heath  street. 

Estate  William  R.  Austin,  for  edgestones  on 
Victoria  street. 

Maria  Uppold,  for  edgestone  and  brick  side- 
walk on  Morris  street,  corner  Putnam. 

Charles  Liffler,  for  edgestone  and  brick  'side- 
walk 6  and  8  Oscar  street. 

Ellen  E.  Williams  and  others,  for  edgestone 
and  brick  sidewalk  2G  to  32  Crawford  street. 

Daniel  Vetter,  for  edgestone  and  brick  side- 
walk 1604  Tremont  street,  Ward  22. 

William  Tobin,  for  edgestone  and  brick  side- 
walk S.  W.  side  Centre  street,  corner  Paul  Gore 
street. 

Albert  H.  Eayrs,  for  brick  sidewalk  on  Green 
street. 

Andrew  A.  Reed,  for  brick  sidewalk  101  Clifton 
street. 

Anna  and  Sarah  Bird,  for  brick  sidewalk, 
Clifton  street,  next  to  101. 

James  W.  Brodbine,  for  brick  sidewalk  39  to 
43  inclusive  Adams  street. 
A.  Zeigler,  for  brick  sidewalk,  station  street. 
George  B.  Lincoln,  for  brick  sidewalk  83  and 
85  Clifton  street. 

Christopher  Urgemach,  for  brick  sidewalk  37 
P  street. 

Thomas  Sherwin  and  others,  for  brick  side- 
walk corner  Centre  and  Eliot  street. 

To  the  Committee -.on  Sewers  (Aid.) — Thomas 
Carberry  and  others,  that  some  remedy  may  be 
devised  to  take  care  of  the  surplus  water  of  the 
sewers  in  Longwood  avenue,  Ward  street,  and 
vicinity. 

Samuel  Emmes  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in 
Texas  street,  between  Elmwood  and  Tremont 
streets. 

Henry  M.  Whitney  and  others,  that  a  sewer 
may  be  laid  to  drain  land  between  Central 
wharf,  Atlantic  avenue,  and  India  streets. 

Dennis  Cawley  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in 
Cooper  street,  between  North  Margin  and  Endi- 
cott  streets, 

Thomas  W.  Bicknell,  for  a  sewer  in  Standish 
avenue,  between  Harvard  and  Park  streets, 
Ward  24. 

Arthur  E  Cafflin,  for  a  sewer  in  Faneuil 
street,  Ward  25. 

George  H.  Rymill,  administrator,  and  others, 
for  a  sewer  in  Bennington  street,  between  Moore 
and  Byron  streets. 

A.  S.  Browne  and  others,  that  the  sewer  assess- 
ment levied  on  the  Union  for  Christian  Work  be 
abated.  fc 

Ellen  T.  Dee,  for  abatement  of  sewer  assess- 
ment against  her  estate  46  Lincoln  street,  Ward 
25. 

Mrs.  Mary  Duffey,  for  abatement  of  sewer 
assessment  against  her  estate  37  Lincoln  street. 
Ward  25. 

James  P,  Monroe  and  others,  for  abatements 
from  the  assessments  levied  against  their  es- 
tates on  account  of  the  sewer  in  Lincoln,  Mar- 
ket, Waverley  streets  and  Western  avenue  and 
private  way. 

To  the  Committee  on  Electric  Wires— United 
Lines  Telegraph  Company,  for  leave  to  relocate 
poles  on  \\  ashington  street,  West  Roxbury. 

Brush  Electric  Light  Company,  for  leave  to 
erect  20  poles  on  West  Chester  Park,  between 
Huntington  avenue  and  Beacon  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims— Margaret  E. 
Marian,  for  compensation  for  personal  injuries 
received  from  an  alleged  defect  in  A  street. 
South  Boston. 

Benjamin  K.  Bliss,  for  compensation  for  per- 
sonal injuries  received  by  reason  of  an  alleged 
defect  in  Bedford  street.  Jan.  30.  1886. 
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William.  H.  Crone,  for  compensation  for  per- 
sonal injuries,  also  for  injuries  to  horse,  harness, 
and  sleigh,  received  Jan.  31,  1886,  on  Charles- 
river  avenue. 

Lieutenant  O.  T.  "Winn,  for  compensation  for 
personal  injuries  received  March  22,  1887. 

To  the  Park  Commissioners— James  H.  Stark, 
that  the  Summit  of  Savin  Hill,  consisting  of 
ahout  10  acres,  be  set  apart  and  placed  in  charge 
ol  the  Park  Commissioners. 

J.  A.  Hathaway  and  others,  that  Stone's  Grove, 
North  Brighton,  be  purchased  and  set  apart  as  a 
playground  for  children. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps — Albert  C.  Bur- 
rage  and  others,  for  public  lamps  on  Tappan 
street,  Ward  23. 

A.  J.  Maloney,  for  public  lamp  hi  Ocean  street. 
Ward  24. 

Harry  P.  Nawn,  for  public  lamp  in  Homestead 
street. 

Charles  H.  Allen,  for  an  electric  light  at  cor- 
ner of. Washington  and  Concord  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings — Herman  Drake,  for  leave  to  build  a 
wooden  addition  on  406  Border  street,  Ward  2. 

A  QUESTION   OF  PRIYILIGE. 

Aid.  Carroll— Mr.  Chairman,  I  desire  at  this 
time,  of  my  own  consent  and  without  consult- 
ing any  other  members  of  the  Board,  to  rise  to 
a  question  of  privilege,  that  I  may  make  my 
explanation  of  my  action  in  the  matter  that  I 
was  delegated  to  attend  to  by  vote  of  this 
Board. 

The  Chairman— The  alderman  will  proceed. 

Aid.  Carroll— At  a  meeting  of  this  Board  a 
week  ago  a  committee,  of  which  I  am  a  mem- 
ber, was  delegated  or  authorized  to  appear  be- 
fore the  Legislature  and  object  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Board  of  Public  Works  for  the  city  of 
Boston,  The  vote,  if  I  remember  aright,  was 
six  to  five.  However,  I  knew  nothing  about  it 
until  the  order  was  offered, and  I  voted  with  the 
gentleman  who  offered  the  order.  In  explana- 
tion of  my  absence  from  the  bearing  on  that 
question  at  the  State  House  I  desire  to  state 
that,beingchairman  of  the  Committee  on  Water, 
and  also  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, I  was  called  upon  to  consider  a  very  im- 
portant measure  before  the  city  government 
looking  to  the  expenditure  in  the  neighborhood 
of  seven,  eight  or  nine  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. There  had  been  arranged  by  the  Water 
Commissioners  a  visit  to  the  section  where  the 
money  was  to  be  expended.  As  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Water,  and  also  in  the  other 
position  of  member  of  the  Finance  Committee, 
I  thought  it  all-important  that  I  should  acquaint 
myself  with  all  the  facts  in  relation  to  the  pro- 
posed expenditure.  I  attended  the  meeting  at 
a  quarter  past  eight  in  the  morning  and  left 
Boston  with  the  rest  of  the  committee.  1 
did  not  return  to  the  city  until  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  6  o'clock  and  never  received  a  notiee 
that  there  was  to  be  a  meeting  at  the  Slate 
House  in  regard  to  the  Board  of  Public  Works, 
or  notice  that  I  was  to  attend  such  meeting,  un- 
til 1  arrived  at  home  that  night  about  11  o'clock. 
I  desire  to  make  that  explanation  of  the  reason 
why  I  was  not  at  the  hearing  to  express  the  wish 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  regard  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  Board  of  Public  Works.  But 
to  my  surprise,  Mr  Chairman,  1  find  that  at  that 
meeting  a  gentleman  so  far  forgot  himself  as  to 
cast  reflections  and  insinuations  upon  people  of 
the  class  and  creed  to  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
belong,  and  to  which  I  am  proud  to  belong. 
While  it  was  not  stated  exactly  in  those  words, 
yet  it  was  stated  in  such  a  manner  that  there 
was  not  a  man,  woman  or  child  in  the  city  of 
Boston  but  who  accepted  it  as  such.  There  is 
no  doubt,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  as  I  stated  a 
year  ago,  there  will  be  no  doubt  but  that  class 
of  people  are  growing  faster  and  faster,  and 
they  naturally  will  have  their  representatives 
here  in  the  city  government;  and  if  they  have  a 
majority  of  the  people  willing  to  vote  for  those 
men  and  place  them  here  as  their  representa- 
tives, it  is  unfair,  unkind,  unmanly  for  a  man 
who  has  no  more  claim  to  represent  the  people 
of  Boston  than  I  have,  and  the  people  who  sent 
me  here.  He  is  also  foreign  to  the  institutions 
of  this  city— more  so  than  myself  and  others 
who  sit  in  this  Board  and  the  other  branch.  I 
desire  to  state  now,  and  I  will  always  say,  that 
when  men  go  out  of  their  way  to  insult  those 
people,  I  shall,  while  I  am  strong  enough  to  do 
so,  enter  my  earnest  protest  against  anything  of 


the  kind.  I  am  one  of  those  who  believe  in  be- 
ing what  you  are,  and  in  not  being  a  hypocrite. 
I  am  a  partisan  and  never  made  an  apology  for 
it  and  never  will.  I  esteem  a  man  who  is  a 
partisan  on  the  other  side,  and  always  shall 
esteem  such  a  man.  I  desire  to  have  nothing  to 
do  with  a  man  who  has  no  political  par- 
ty. Give  to  me  the  hand  of  the  man 
who  can  honestly  differ  with  me  in  poli- 
tics, standing  up  for  the  party  which  he 
represents,  and  believing  that  he  repre- 
sents the  cause  of  good  government— and  I 
ask  him  to  give  me  the  same  right  to  do  the 
same  thing,  to  support  my  party  in  the  same 
way,  with  the  honest  belief  when  I  do  so  that  I 
am  giving  my  earnest  support  to  the  cause  of 
good  government.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  when 
men  attempt  to  purify  the  city  government  of 
Boston  they  should  first  ascertain  the  fact  that 
while  they  are  attempting  to  be  purifiers  there 
does  not  a  glass  house  enclose  their  sacreu  per- 
sons. This  fact  can  be  found  out  by  those  who 
desire  to  inquire.  I  would  be  the  last  man  that 
would  cast  a  reflection  upon  any  man,  but  where 
they  try  to  cast  reflections  upon  me  and  my 
kind,  if  they  leave  themselves  in  a  position 
where  I  can  attack  them,  the  fault  is  theirs  and 
not  mine.  I  do  not  seek. the  fray,  but  once  in  it 
I  will  never  retire  from  it  until  at  least  I  am  in 
that  position  that  1  am  able  to  get  out  with 
honor  to  myself.  This  fact,  as  I  was  going  to 
say,  can  be  ascertained:  a  woman  can  be  pro- 
duced who,  with  the  permission  of  this  Board, 
will  stand  on  that  floor— and  I  desire  the  news- 
paper correspondents  to  quote  me  correctly— a 
widow,  the  wife  of  a  dead  soldier,  who  has  on 
her  person,  or  has  had,  a  book  wherein  it  is 
shown  that  one  of  these  purifiers  has  received 
from  her  every  month  a  certain  stipend  of 
money,  which  he  charges,  as  he  led  her  to  be- 
lieve, for  his  support  and  his  influence  in  pro- 
curing her  the  poor  pittance  of  a  permit  to  selj 
apples  and  other  fruit  ami  a  little  soda  at  theen- 
tranee  of  the  park  which  is  in  South  Boston. 
When  I  make  that  statement  I  do  not  say  that 
it  is  true.  I  believe  it  to  be  true.  As  God  is  my 
judge  I  believe  it  is  true.  1  know  the  woman 
will  say  so,  and  1  know  there  are  more  than  a 
hundred  people  living  in  South  Boston  to  whom 
this  fact  has  been  told.  There  are  other 
members  of  this  Board  of  Aldermen  who 
have  seen  the  woman  and  have  had  this  same 
statement  made  to  them.  I  say  it  is  a  crying  sin 
and  a  shame  that  a  man  who  assumes  to  lie  a 
purifier,  and  who  will  cast  reflections  upon  me 
and  thoselike  me,  insinuating  either  by  state- 
ments or  innuendo  that  something  is  wrong  and 
rotten— that  such  a  man  should  first  purify  him- 
self before  lie  attempts  to  cast  a  reflection  upon 
another.  It  is  not  my  wish  to  go  into  these 
kinds  of  discussion,  but  I  think  I  will  be  given 
credit  for  this  course  of  action,  that  while  be- 
lieving a  thing  I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating 
it  manfully,  and  will  meet  manfully  whatever 
1  state.  1  have  stated  things  which  I  honestly 
believe  are  true,  and  I  only  call  the  attention 
of  the  members  of  this  Board  and  the  otner 
branch,  and  the  citizens  at  large,  that  when 
men  fire  stones  they  should  remember  the  old 
precept  and  see  that  around  their  sacred  per- 
sons there  does  not  exist  a  glass  house. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  desire  at  this  time  to  rise 
to  a  question  of  privilege. 

The  Chairman— The  alderman  will  please 
state  his  question  of  privilege. 

Aid.  Bkomwich— I  well  know  who  the  gentle- 
man alludes  to  while  speaking  of  the  widow  of 
the  soldier.  I  believe  I  was  one  of  the  Board 
who  visited  her  last  November.  I  went  with  a 
member  of  the  ward  committee  as  witness  with 
me,  and  I  believe  the  statement  that  has  been 
made  here  was  made  to  mo  by  her.  I  knew  her 
before  she  was  married,  and  of  course  I  knew 
her  many  years  before  she  was  a  widow.  If  it 
was  possible  for  this  Board  to  take  any  action 
on  account  of  that  matter  I  am  sure  I  should  be 
one  of  the  first  to  give  my  vote  to  do  so  ami 
make  an  example  of  it.  I  know  I  could  not  say 
these  few  words  without  rising  to  a  question  of 
privilege. 

papers  from  the  common  council. 

11.  Communication  from  Board  of  Health, 
notifying  City  Council  of  organization  of  the 
Board.    Placed  on  file. 

12.  Monthly  statement  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, and  for  the  financial  year  1886-87. 
(Doc  80.)    Placed  on  file. 
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13.  Report  oi'  the  Jciiit  Standing  Committee 
on  the  Department  for  the  inspection  of  Build- 
ings, on  the  petition  of  Neil  Campbell,  and  or- 
der that  the  inspector  of  buildings  be  author- 
ized to  issue  a  permit  to  Neil  Campbell  to  build 
outside  the  building  limits  a  wooden  building 
on  Paris  street,  Ward  1,  in  excess  of  range  al- 
lowed, and  without  the  intervention  or  con- 
struction of  a  brick  wall,  as  required  by  the  Or- 
dinances, and  in  accordance  with  an  applica- 
tion on  hie  in  the  Department  for  the  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings ;  said  building  to  be  occupied 
for  a  carriage-house. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

14.  Order  that  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters  consider  of  what  value  is  the  equity  of 
the  city  of  Boston  in  the  Metropolitan  railroad, 
and  what  are  the  best  means  of  preserving  and 
maintaining  that  equity,  and  whether  it  is  ad- 
visable to  purchase  all  the  franchise,  property, 
rights,  and  furniture  of  the  Metropolitan  Rail- 
road Company,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  con- 
tained in  the  act  passed  by  the  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts,  being  Chapter  353  of  the  acts  of 
the  year  1853. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— I  move  the  reference  of 
that  ordev  to  the  Committee  on  Railroads. 

Aid.  Allen— I  don't  know  that  I  object  to  the 
reference  to  the  Committee  on  Railroads,  but  I 
rather  prefer  tf  at  it  should  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned or  laid  on  the  table. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— I  accept  the  motion  to  in- 
definitely postpone,  and  will  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion to  refer. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Allen  the  order  was  indefi- 
nitely postponed.    Notice  sent  down. 

CONFIRMATIONS  OF  EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENTS. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  Board  proceed- 
ed to  ballot  upon  the  confirmation  of  the  execu- 
tive appointments  submitted  one  week  ago, 
viz: 

15.  To  be  city  treasurer  for  the  term  of  one 
year  from  July  1,  1887,  Alfred  T.  Turner. 

Committee — Aid.  Allen,  Carroll. 
Whole  number  of  ballots  12,  yes  12,  and  the  ap- 
pointment was  declared  confirmed. 

16.  To  be  city  collector  for  the  term  of  one  year 
from  July  1,  1887,  James  W.  Ricker. 

Committee— Aid.  Sullivan,  C.  W.  Smith. 
Whole  number  of  ballots  12,  yes  12,  and  the 
appointment  was  declared  confirmed. 

17.  To  be  city  auditor  for  the  term  of  one  year 
from  July  1,  1887,  James  H.  Dodge. 

Committee— Aid.  McLaughlin,  N.  G.  Smith. 

Whole  number  of  ballots  12,  yes  12,  and  the  ap- 
pointment was  declared  confirmed. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll  it  was  voted  that 
Nos,  18  to  24  inclusive  be  voted  for  on  one  ballot, 
viz. : 

18.  To  be  a  measurer  of  grain,  Charles  M. 
Paine. 

19.  To  be  field-drivers  and  pound-keepers:  At 
East  Boston,  James  V.  Chase,  Daniel  AV.  Clark ; 
South  Boston,  William  T.  McChesney ;  Roxbury, 
Bernard  Crosby,  Sylvester  E.  Partridge;  Dor- 
chester, Henry  Griffith ;  West  Roxbury,  Michael 
Wheyland;  Brighton,  Patrick  J.  Welch  and 
Jonathan  McConnell. 

20.  To  be  fence-viewers :  Woodbury  L.  Lewis, 
George  A.  Spear,  and  George  Myrick. 

21.  To  be  weighers  of  coal:  H.  A.  Henderson, 
John  Richardson,  John  C.  Felker,  Jr.,  and  George 
W.  Card. 

22.  To  be  inspectors  of  petroleum  and  coal  oil: 
Robert  F.  Means  and  Joshua  Cleaves. 

23.  To  be  inspector  of  lime :  Daniel  Higgins. 

24.  To  be  surveyors  of  marble,  freestone,  and 
soapstone:  William  B.  Bayiey  and  Daniel  Hig- 
gins. 

Committee— Aid.  Bromwich,  Lee. 
Whole  number  of  ballots  12,  and  the  appoint- 
ments were  declared  confirmed. 

LOCATION  ACCEPTED. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  South  Boston 
Railroad  Company  of  its  acceptance  of  the  46th 
location,  granted  by  this  Board  on  East  Broad- 
way, with  right  to  use  tracks  of  Metropolitan 
Railroad  Company  in  Washington  street.  Placed 
on  file. 

COMMUNICATIONS     AND     REPORTS      FROM     CITY 
OFFICERS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Com- 
missioners of  sinking  funds,  that  they  have  or- 
ganized by  the  choice  of  Newton  Talbot  as  chair- 


man, Alfred  T.  Turner  as  treasurer,  and  James 
H.  Dodge  as  secretary. 

Sent  down. 

Notice  was  reeeived  from  the  Board  of  Fire 
Commissioners  of  their  organization,  by  the 
choice  of  Robert  G.  Fitch  as  chairman,  and  Fred- 
erick W.  Smith,  Jr..,  as  clerk. 

Sent  down. 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  of 
fires  and  alarms  for  the  month,  of  April ;  report 
of  the  sealer  of  weights  and  measures  for  three 
months  ending  April  30;  quarterly  report  of  the 
city  clerk  to  May  1,  1S87 ;  report  of  the  directors 
of  East  Boston  ferries,  of  receipts  for  three 
months  to  May  1,  1887;  quarterly  report  of  re- 
ceipts of  superintendent  of  Faneuil-hall  Market 
to  May  1,  1887 ;  quarterly  report  of  overseers  of 
the  poor. 

Severally  received  and  sent  down. 

Police  Matrons. 
Board  of  Police  for  the  City  of  Boston,  \ 
7  Pemberton  square,  May  9,  1887.  J 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,— The  Board  of  Police  for  the  city 
of  Boston  respectfully  calls  your  attention  to 
Chapter  234  of  the  Acts  of  1887,  entitled  "An  act 
to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  police  mat- 
rons, and  for  the  establishment  of  a  house  of 
detention  for  women  in  Boston,"  a  copy  of  which 
is  hereto  annexed. 

It  will  be  observed  that  this  act  requires  the 
Board  of  Police  to  establish,  within  three 
months  from  the  date  of  its  passage,  a  house  of* 
detention  for  the  reception  of  women  under  ar- 
rest in  such  police  divisions  as  the  Board  may 
prescribe,  and  also  to  appoint  matrons  to  at- 
tend the  station  houses  in  the  other  divisions. 
The  act  also  provides  that  the  salaries  or  pay  of 
the  officers  of  the  house  of  detention  and  of  the 
police  matrons  shall  be  fixed  by  the  concurrent 
action  of  the  City  Council  and  the  Board  of  Po- 
lice. 

The  number  of  women  arrested  during  the 
year  ending  Nov.  30,  1886,  was  5081,  as  follows : 

roliee  Division  1 1,379  Police  Division  2......      91 

"         3 1,047  "  "        4 837 

"         5 522         "  "        6 297 

7 103  "  "        8 93 

164         "  ••      10 193 

46  "  "      12 51 

"      14 37 

Headquarters 41 

The  greatest  number  of  arrests,  it  will  be 
seen,  were  in  the  city  proper,  comprising  Div- 
isions 1,  2,  3,  4,  5  and  8,  and  the  House  of  De- 
tention is  designed  to  receive  the  prisoners  from 
all  those  divisions. 

in  South  Boston,  comprising  Divisions  6  and 
12,  the  greatest  number  of  arrests  were  in  the 
former  division,  but  as  the  station  house  has  no 
convenience  for  the  accommodation  of  a  matron 
it  is  proposed  to  attach  matrons  to  Station 
House  12,  and  send  the  female  prisoners  that  are 
arrested  on  6  to  that  station. 

The  remaining  divisions  are  so  situated  that 
matrons  will  have  to  be  attached  to  each  sta- 
tion house. 

.  At  none  of  the  divisions  outside  of  the  city 
proper  are  the  arrests  numerous  enough  to  re- 
quire the  constant  attendance  of  a  matron  at 
the  station  house.  At  Divisions  11,  13  and  14  the 
arrest  of  a  woman  is  an  infrequent  occurrence, 
and  the  services  of  a  matron  would  seldom  be 
required.  It  is  therefore  believed  that  women 
can  be  found  who  reside  in  the  vicinity  of  such 
station  houses,  who  will  hold  themselves  in 
readiness  to  respond  to  any  calls  therefrom,  and 
who  can  attend  to  their  usual  occupations  when 
their  services  are  not  required  at  the  station 
houses. 

The  work  of  the  House  of  Detention  will  re- 
quire the  constant  attendance  of  a  corps  of  offi- 
cers, whose  whole  time  must  be  given  to  the 
service. 

Acting  upon  this  view  of  the  case,  the  Board 
of  Police  respectfully  submits  herewith  a 
schedule  of  salaries  for  such  action  as  your  hon- 
orable body  may  see  fit  to  take. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 
A.  T.  Whiting, 

Chairman. 

In  Board  of  Police,  l 

May  9,  18S7.  J 

Ordered,  That  the  salaries  of  the  officers  and 
employees  of  the  House  of  Detention  for  Women 
and  of  police  matrons  be  established  as  fol- 
lows: 


9. 

11. 

13. 
15. 


478 


BOARD    .OF     ALDERMEN 


HOUSE   OF   DETENTION. 

Chief  matron gl.OOO  per  annum 

Assistant  chief  matron 800  "  " 

Two  assistant  matrons,  each 600  "  ". 

Stewardess 480  "  " 

Janitress 480  "  " 

Two  doormen,  each 480  ,'  " 

Two  drivers,  each 720  "  " 

POLICE   MATRONS. 

Division  7,  matron $200  per  annum 

9.  ■  416  " 

"     10,  "  416  " 

"      11,  "  100  " 

"     12,  "  416  " 

"     13,  "  100  " 

"     14,  "  100  " 

•'      15,  *'  416  " 

[Accompanying  the  above  was  a  copy  of  Chap- 
ter 234  of  the  acts  of  1887.] 

The  papers  were  referred  on  motion  of  Aid. 
Lee  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  provide  the 
means. 

STREETS. 

Aid.  Sullivan  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Laying  out 
and  Widening  streets : 

Report  on  the  order,  referred  by  the  Common 
Council,  requesting  the  Street  Commissioners  to 
prepare  a  plan  and  submit  an  estimate  of  the 
cost  of  widening  that  part  of  Rutherford  avenue, 
between  Chapman  and  Devens  streets— That  in 
their  opinion  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted,  and  said  order  passed  under 
4a  suspension  of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  order  for  all  communications 
from  the  Street  Commissioners  relative  to  lay- 
ing out  and  widening  streets  to  be  submitted  to 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  print,  and  not  to  be 
considered  until  the  expiration  of  30  days  from 
the  receipt  thereof— That  in  their  opinion  the 
order  ought  not  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  said  order  was 
read  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  believe  the  report  recom- 
mended that  the  order  ought  not  to  pass. 

The  Chairman— That  is  the  recommendation 
of  the  committee.  The  question  is  now  what 
disposition  the  Board  will  make  on  the  order. 

Aid.  Sullivan— Then  I  move  that  the  order 
be  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  pospone  prevailed. 

Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  order  referred  by  the  Common 
Council,  to  consider  the  expediency  of  widen- 
ing and  enlarging  the  archway  running  from 
North  Market  street  to  Blackstone  and  Fulton 
streets,  and  to  give  a  public  hearing  to  all  par- 
ties interested  in  the  above  improvement— That 
in  their  opinion  it  is  inexpedient  to  take  any 
action.    Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  order  requesting  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  to  widen  Thayer  street, 
between  Harrison  avenue  and  Albany  street, 
and  lay  out  the  same  as  a  public  way— That  in 
their  opinion  the  order  ought  not  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  said  order  was 
read  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan  the  order  was  in- 
definitely postponed.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Eliot  B.  Mayo  and 
others,  that  Thayer  street  be  laid  out  and  ac- 
cepted —  Recommending  that  the  petitioners 
have  leave  to  withdraw.  .  Report  accepted. 
Sent  down. 

CLAIMS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  reports  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Claims,  recommending  that  the  petition- 
ers have  leave  to  withdraw  upon  the  following 
petitions : 

Georgiana  Williams,  to  be  compensated    for 

gersonal  injuries  received  on  Tremont  street, 
harlestown,  Feb.'4, 1887. 

Frank  W.  Hosea.  for  compensation  for  per- 
sonal injuries  received  by  the  alleged  neglect 
of  the  city  at  Deer  Island,  Sept.  30,  1886. 

Dennis  Crowley,  for  compensation  for  per- 
sonal injuries  received  on  one  of  the  East  Bos- 
ton ferry  boats,  Dec.  29,  1886. 

P.  F.  Devney,  to  be  compensated  for  damage 
to  his  cab,  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Cabot 
street,  Roxbury,  Feb.  1,  1887. 

Reports  severally  accepted.    Sent  down. 

STONY  BROOK. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Sewers  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  order  of  May  2,  1887,  in  relation  to 
making  the  Stony-brook  channel  safe  for  the 


public  respectully  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
following  order : 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
be  instructed  to  fence  in  and  cover  over  such 
portions  of  Stony  brook  as  are  dangerous  to  the 
public.  - 

Ordered,  That  $900  be  transferred  from  the 
reserve  fund  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Stony- 
brook  improvement,  for  purpose  of  fencing  the 
open  channel  and  rendering  it  safe,  and  that 
notice  be  called  to  the  following  communication 
of  the  superintendent  of  sewers : 

Sewer  Department,        ) 
City  Hall, 
Boston,  May  7,  1S87.     ) 
To  the  Committee  on  seweis  of  the  Board  of 

Aldermen. 

Gentlemen,— The  following  order  from  the 
Board  of  Aldermen :  "Ordered,  That  the  super- 
intendent of  sewers  be  instructed  to  fence  in 
and  cover  over  such  portions  of  Stony  brook  as 
are  dangerous  to  the  public,"  being  referred,  at 
your  last  meeting,  to  me  to  make  report,  I  res- 
pectfully submit  the  following: 

Along  the  line  of  Stony  brook,  from  Hyde 
Park  avenue,  near  the  Forest  Hills  station  of  the 
Boston  &  Providence  railroad,  to  the  Metropoli- 
tan car  stables  at  Roxbury  crossing,  there  are 
many  places  (mentioned  in  detail  below)  abso- 
lutely dangerous,  and  liable  at  any  time  to  oc- 
casion loss  of  life.  The  brook  runs  in  a  channel 
varying  from  five  feet  to  14  feet  deep,  with  stone 
sidewalks.  The  land  in  many  cases  has  a  very 
sharp  slope  towards  the  brook ;  in  places  the 
land  bordering  the  brook  is  used  as  a  play- 
ground ;  in  others  it  is  the  back  yard  of  dwel- 
lings, and  for  a  considerable  distance  the  brook 
is  the  limit  on  one  side  of  a  private  street, 
blocks  of  houses  foiining  the  other  boundary. 

In  no  case  do  I  find  that  any  precautions  are 
taken  to  protect  persons  from  falling  in  or  to 
warn  them  of  danger.  Several  complaints  have 
been  made  within  a  month  and  a  report  reached 
me  within  a  week  that  two  boys  of  about  13 
years  of  age  fell  into  the  brook.  They  were 
fortunate  enough  to  fall  in  where  the  channel 
was  but  five  feet  deep  and  only  a  foot  of  water 
running.  The  boys  were  abl'e  to  get  out,  but 
even  these  favorable  conditions  would  hardly 
afford  much  chance  to  a  child  of  from  three  to 
seven  years  of  age.  The  brook  and  land  imme- 
diately bordering  upon  it  is  owned  by  the  city, 
and  the  occurrence  of  any  serious  accident 
would,  to  say  the  least,  lay  the  city  open 
to  a  charge  of  negligence. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  dangerous  places: 

Between  Hyde  Park  avenue  and  Morton 
street,  walled  channel  15  feet  wide  and  5  deep, 
land  on  south  side  3  feet  higher  than  the  top 
of  the  wall. 

Between  Morton  street  and  Williams  street, 
walled  channel  15  feet  wide  and  5  feet  deep, 
part  of  the  way  forming  the  boundary  of  a  pri- 
vate street,  street  being  on  a  level  with  top  of 
wall  and  considerably  travelled,  rest  of  the  way 
through  back  yards. 

At  junction  of  Washington  street  and  "Wil- 
liams street,  walled  channel  7  feet  to  10  feet 
deep,  land  used  for  a  playground  bounding 
directly  on  exposed  channel. 

Between  Washington  street  and  Green  street. 
deep  wailed  channel. 

Between  Brookside  avenue  and  Boylston 
avenue,  walled  channel  5  feet  deep  through 
back  yards. 

Between  Boylston  avenue  and  Amory  street, 
walled  channel,  deep  cut  and  dangerous. 

Between  Amory  street  and  Centre  street, 
walled  channel  6  leet  to  14  feet  deep,  particular- 
ly dangerous  on  account  of  deep  cut  and  sloping 
land  adjacent. 

Fencing  is  the  only  method  of  protection 
which  would  also  afford  access  to  the  channel 
for  the  purpose  of  cleaning  it  of  bushes  and 
rubbish,  which  is  necessary  to  maintain  the  flow 
of  water.  The  fencing,  I  estimate,  would  cost 
I'.iooo,  but  as  only  $856.03  remains  of  the  appro- 

§riation  for  improvement  and  maintenance  of 
tony  brook  I  am  unable  io  do  the  work. 
Very  respectfully, 

Seth  Perkins, 

Supt.  of  Sewers. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Lee  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Subsequently  Aid.  Maguire  offered  an  order- 
That  the  superintendent  of  sowers  be  requested 
to  prepare  plans  and  estimate  the  cost  of  con- 
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structing  a  conduit  on  Tremont  street.  Roxtmry, 
from  Linden  Park  street  to  Culvert  street,  for 
the  prevention  of  the  overflow  of  Stony  brook. 
Referred,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan,  to  the 
Committee  on  Sewers. 

SEWERS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Sewers : 

Report  and  order  for  the  construction  of  a 
common  sewer  in  Winter  street,  Ward  24,  from 
the  estate  of  Baxter  to  Hancock  street. 

Report  accepted  and  order  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

Reports  and  orders  for  hearings  on  Monday 
next,  at  4  o'clock,  upon  the  expediency  of  con- 
structing common  sewers  as  follows: 

Waverley  street,  Ward  21,  between  Pen-in  and 
Warren  streets. 
Eastburn  street,  Ward  25. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

Ordered,  That  the  assessment  levied  against 
the  estate  of  Franklin  Haven  and  others,  trust- 
ees, for  a  sewer  in  passageway  between  Cumber- 
land street,  West  Chester  Park,  St.  Botolph 
street  and  B.  &  P.  R.  R.,  amounting  to  $92.63  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  abated  on  account  of 
overestimate  of  land  benefited,  and  that  $50.98 
of  said  amount  be  reassessed  upon  said  estate. 

Ordered,  That  the  sewer  assessment  against 
the  estate  of  Mrs.  Jane  Lowry  ux  Maxwell,  on 
Ocean  street  (west  side),  amounting  to  $43.15  be 
and  is  hereby  abated,  and  reassessed  to  Andrew 
J.  Mahoney. 

Ordered,  That  the  sewer  assessments  against 
the  estate  of  Mrs.  Jane  Lowry  ux  Maxwell,  on 
Welles  avenue  (south  side),  amounting  to  $17.21, 
and  Welles  avenue  (south  side),  amounting  to 
$34.41,  be  and  hereby  are  abated,  and  reassessed 
to  Jobn  J.  Nolen. 

Severally  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule. 

Reports  recommending  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing orders : 

Ordered,  That  the  sewer  assessment  levied 
against  the  estate  of  the  Boston  Societv  of  Re- 
demptorist  Fathers,  for  a  sewer  in  Tremont 
street,  Ward  22,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
abated  on  account  of  no  benefit  derived. 

Ordered,  That  the  assessment  levied  against 
the  estate  of  Christina  M.  Ward,  for  a  sewer 
in  Brookford  street,  Roxbury,  amounting  to 
$470.20,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  abated,  on  ac- 
count of  overestimate  of  land  benefited,  and 
that  $461.49  of  said  amount  be  reassessed  upon 
said  estate. 

Ordered,  That  the  assessment  levied  against 
the  estate  of  W.  S.  Phelps,  for  a  sewer  in  Bow- 
doin  avenue,  amounting  to  $153.39,  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  abated,  on  account  of  overesti- 
mate of  land  benefited,  and  that  the  sum  of 
$66.76  of  said  amount  be  reassessed  upon  said 
estate. 

Ordered,  That  the  assessment  levied  against 
the  estate  of  Ellen  Killeon,  for  a  sewer  in  West- 
ern avenue,  Market,  Waverley  and  Lincoln 
streets,  amounting  to  $56.15.  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  abated  on  account  of  inability  to  pay. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $305.17  assessed 
upon  the  "Cemetery"  belonging  to  the  city  of 
Boston  for  a  sewer  in  Bennington  street,  East 
Boston,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  abated  in  ac- 
cordance with  Chapter  27,  Section  4,  Revised 
Ordinances  1885. 

Ordered,  That  the  sewer  assessments  against 
the  estate  of  Mrs.  Jane  Lowry  ux  Maxwell  on 
Ocean  street  (west  side),  amounting  to  $23.97; 
Welles  avenue  (south  side),  amounting  to  $34.41 ; 
Welles  avenue  (south  side),  southwest  corner 
Ocean  street,  $43.01,  be  and  hereby  are  abated, 
and  re-assessed  to  Henry  W.  Fernald. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

Ordered,  That  the  sewer  assessment  levied 
against  the  estate  of  Eugene  F.  Margot  for  a 
sewer  in  Cornwall  street  (south  side  and  south- 
west corner  Washington  street)  amounting  to 
$94.61,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  abated  on  ac- 
count of  overestimate  of  land  benefited,  and 
that  $73.30  of  said  amount  be  re-assessed  upon 
said  estate. 
Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

FANEUIL    HALL, 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Faneuil  Hall,  recommending  that 
leave  be  granted,  on  the  usual  conditions,  to  D. 


R.  Pierce  and  others,  to  use  said  hall  on  the 
evening  of  June  17  to  entertain  the  R.  E.  Lee 
Camp  of  Confederate  Veterans  of  Richmond,  Va. 
Report  accepted,  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

STABLES. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health  (Aid.)  as  follows: 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  following 
petitions  to  occupy  stables : 

Smith  &  Lovett  (leave  to  withdraw  by  request 
of  petitioner),  iron  frame,  three  horses,  Tyler 
street,  near  Oak  street,  Ward  12. 

Mrs.  Sarah  McGivern,  wooden,  two  horses,  159 
Havre  street,  Ward  2. 

John  A.  Sanborn,  wooden,  10  extra  horses,  rear 
130  Medford  street,  Ward  3. 

Reports  severally  accepted. 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual 
conclititions  to  occupy  stables  as  follows: 

F.  O.  &  J.  T.  Reed,  new  wooden,  15  horses, 
Arlington  avenue,  corner  Field  street,  Ward  4. 

F.  O.  &  J.  T.  Reed,  new  wooden,  15  horses, 
Arlington  avenue,  third  lot  from  Fred  street, 
Ward  4. 

James  Murphy,  proposed  wooden,  five  cows 
and  one  horse,  lot  22,  Seldon  street,  Ward  24. 

Edwin  R.  SDinney,  new  wooden,  one  horse, 
Shaw  street,  off  Lagrange  street. 

Catherine  B.  Jobling,  old  wooden,  two  horses, 
Payson  avenue.  Ward  24. 

Samuel  J.  Wilde,  new  wooden,  two  horses, 
Foster  street,  Brighton,  Ward  25.  . 

Samuel  N.  Ufford,  new  wooden,  two  horses, 
unnamed  street,  near  Dyer  and  Norfolk  streets, 
Ward  24. 

J.  W.  Johnson  &  Co.,  old  wooden,  70  additional 
horses,  Chardon  street,  corner  Hawkins  street, 
Ward  7. 

Thomas  H.  Cummings,  new  wooden,  four 
horses,  Metropolitan  avenue  Ward  23. 

MagdalenaC.  Bohndell,  proposed  wooden,  two 
horses,  Westville  street,  Ward  24. 

Reports- severally  accepted,  and  leave  granted 
on  the  usual  conditions. 

CLERK  HIRE  IN  THE  COURTS. 

Aid.  Carroll  presented  a  requisition  from 
the  clerk  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  for  $165, 
being  the  amount  of  clerk  hire  for  the  month  of 
April. 

Approved  and  ordered  paid. 

LICENSES. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  granting  licenses  to 
sundry  newsboys. 

Reports  accepted  and  licenses  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
the  following  petitions ; 

Henry  Field,  for  leave  to  erect  a  post  to  dis- 
play a  mortar  sign  at  Field's  corner. 

Eugene  W.  Babo,  to  be  allowed  to  erect  a  post 
on  which  to  place  a  druggist's  mortar  in  the 
sidewalk  at  1277  Tremont  street. 

Reports  severally  accepted. 

Report  and  order  for  a  permit  to  W.  C.  Leo- 
mans,  to  maintain  a  coal  shoot  at  157  Broadway 
on  the  usual  conditions.  Report  accepted;  or- 
der passed,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Reports  and  orders  that  the  superintendent  of 
streets  be  authorized — 

To  pave  the  sidewalk  with  brick  on  Clifton 
street,  Ward  20 ; 

To  furnish  and  set  edgestones  and  pave  the 
sidewalks  with  brick  on  Chapel  street.  Ward  19 ; 

One  half  of  the  cost  of  same  to  be  assessed  on 
the  owners  of  abutting  estates. 

Reports  accepted ;  order  passed,  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

Reports  and  orders  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front 
of  the  following  estates ; 

Ellen  Lyman,  298  Lexington  street. 

J.  F.  Amsden,  Elm-hill  avenue. 

Roger  Devlin.  26  Brooks  street,  East  Boston. 

Bridget  Kelly,  124  Vernon  street. 

U.  H.  Coffin,  281  and  283  Newbury  street. 

Esther  M.  Woodward,  29  Copeland  street. 

Laban  M.  T.  Hill,  30  Sargent  street. 

George  B.  Lawrence,  34  Sargent  street. 

Melissa  P.  Gilford,  38  Sargent  street. 

Marguerite  L.  Tolman,  24  Sargent  street. 

Elizabeth  C.  Newton,  26  Sargent  street. 
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Reports  and  orders  for  edgestones  in  front  of 
estates  of  Patrick  Meehan,  corner  of  Green  and 
Washington  streets,  Jamaica  Plain,  and  Michael 
Cannon,  134  Terrace  street. 

Reports  and  orders  for  edgestones  in  front  of 
the  following  estates : 

P.  H.  Kerrigan,  1  Brookford  street. 

Helena  Schottmiller,  corner  of  H  and  Sixth 

Mary  C.  Weis.  508  E.  Seventh  street. 

O.  Jackson.  Norfolk  street, 

Thomas  R.  White.  34  and  36  Claremont  Park. 

Freeman  M.  Josslyn,  720  to7'2G  inclusive,  Fifth 
street. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order— That  the  Boston  &  Provi- 
dence Railroad  Corporation  he  granted  leave  to 
close  to  puhlic  travel  the  bridge  over  its  tracks 
at  Bellevue  street,  West  Roxhury,  during'  the 
rebuilding  of  said  bridge. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  Aid. -Maguire 
moved  that  the  rules  be  suspended  so  that  the 
order  might  take  its  second  reading  at  this 
meeting. 

Aid.  Lee— I  would  ask  where  that  street  is? 

The  Chairman— In  West  Roxbury. 

Aid.  Lee— I  ask  that  the  order  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  was  not  at  the  last  meeting 
of  the  Committee  on  Paving.  I  presume  that 
Aid.  Capen  or  Bromwich  can  give  the  gentle- 
man the  required  information. 

Aid.  Capex— I  have  no  objection  tohavingthe 
order  laid  over  if  Aid.  Lee  requests  it- 

The  Board  refused  to  suspend  the  rule  and  the 
order  went  over. 

electric  wires. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Electric  Wires,  to  whom 
v,  as  referred  the  petition  of  the  Edison  Electric 
Illuminating  Company  for  leave  to  lay  under- 
ground conductors  for  electric  wires  in  certain 
streets  in  Boston,  having  considered  the  sub- 
ject, respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  rights  hereto- 
fore granted  the  Edison  Electric  Illuminating 
Company  to  lay  and  maintain  underground  con- 
ductors for  electric  wires  in  the  streets  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  said  company  shall  have  the 
right  to  lay  and  maintain  underground  con- 
ductors for  electric  wires  in  the  following-named 
streets  in  Boston,  viz. :  West  Chester  Park, 
Chester  Square,  Chester  Park,  Albany  street,  to 
Lehigh  street,  thence  through  Lehigh  street  to 
Fourth  street,  thence  through  South  street  to 
Kneeland  street,  thence  through  Kneeland 
street  to  Federal  street,  thence  through  Federal 
street  to  Atlantic  avenue,  thence  through  Atlan- 
tic avenue  to  Commercial  street,  thence  through 
Commercial  street  to  Causeway  street,  thence 
through  Causeway  street  to  Nashua  street.thence 
through  Nashua  street  to  Minot  street,  thence 
through  Minot  street  to  Lowell  street,  thence 
through  Lowell  street  to  Brighton  street,  thence 
through  Brighton  street  to  Leverett  street, 
thence  through  Leverett  street  to  Charles  street, 
thence  through  ( Iharlcs  street  to  Pmckney  street, 
thence  through  Pinckney  street  to  Brimmer 
street,  thence  through  Brimmer  street  to  Bea- 
con street,  and  thence  through  Beacon  street  to 
its  intersection  with  West  Chester  Park ;  the 
surface  of  said  streets  shall  be  disturbed  for  the 
purpose  of  laying,  or  repairing  wires  or  conduits 
therefor,  only  at  such  times  and  in  such  man- 
ner, and  place  of  opening  as  the  superintendent 
of  streets  shall  indicate,  and  issue  permits 
therefor;  and  the  surface  of  said  streets  shall 
not  be  disturbed  as  above,  until  a  plan  has  been 
filed  in  the  office  of  the  superintendent  of 
streets,  showing  the  location  of  said  nndBr- 
ground  conductors  in  the  aforesaid  streets. 

All  the  work  of  laying  said  conductors  to  be 
done  under  the  direction  and  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  superintendent  of  streets,  and  in  accord- 
ance with  the  requirements  of  Chapter  28  of  the 
Revised  Ordinances  of  18S5,  as  amended  by 
Chapter  5  of  the  Ordinances  of  188G. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.  Aid.  Maguire  moved  to  recon- 
sider; lost. 

STATUE   OF  LIEF   ERICSON. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Common, 
etc.,  to  whom  was  referred  the  communication 


from  Oliver  W.  Peabody  and  others,  transmitted 
by  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  tendering  to  the 
city  a  statue  of  Lief  Ericson,  having  considered 
the  subject,  respectfully  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  following  order : 

Whereas  Oliver  W.  Peabody  and  others  desire 
to  present  to  the  city  of  Boston  a  bronze  statue 
of  Lief  Ericson,  and  ask  that  the  city  provide  a 
foundation  for  and  locate  said  statue  on  Com- 
monwealth avenue,  at  the  junction  of  West- 
Chester  Park,  be  it  therefore 

Resolved,  that  the  city  of  Boston  accepts  with 
thanks  the  statue  of  Lief  Ericson,  tendered  by 
Oliver  W.  Peabody  and  others,  and  recognizes 
with  pleasure  the  generous  public  spirit  of  the 
donors,  which  prompted  the  offer  of  this  val- 
uable gift  to  the  city. 

Ordered,  That  the  city  engineer  be  authorized 
to  build,  at  the  junction  of  Commonwealth 
avenue  and  West  Chester  Park,  a  foundation 
for  and  set  thereon  the  pedestal  of  the  statue  of 
Lief  Ericson,  presented  to  the  city  by  Oliver  W. 
Peabody  and  others,  the  expense  thus  incurred 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  inci- 
dentals. 

Report  accepted,  resolve  and  order  passed 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

INSPECTION  OF  BUILDINGS. 

Aid.  N.  6.  Smith  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Inspection  of  Buildings  (Aid.) 
recommending  that  leave  be  granted  as  follows : 

Richard  Morrison,  to  excavate  below  grade  at 
30  Causeway  street. 

Bay  State  Safe  Deposit  and  Trust  Company,  to 
excavate  the  basement  of  their  building,  87 
Boylston  street,  to  grade  eight. 

Reports  accepted  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

RAILROADS. 

Aid.  Capen  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Railroads  recommending  the  passage 
of  an  order  of  notice  for  a  hearing  on  May  30, 
inst.  at  4  P.M..  on  the  expediency  of  granting 
the  petition  of  the  Boston  Consolidated  Street 
Railway  Company  to  be  allowed  to  lay  an  addi- 
tional track  in  Cambridge  street  between  Per- 
kins street  and  Clinton  place,  Charlestown. 

Report  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Allen  the  order  was  amend- 
ed by  substituting  Tuesday,  May  31,  for  Monday, 
30th,  and  as  amended  was  passed. 

THEATRES. 

Aid.  Capen  offered  an  order— That  the  in- 
spector of  building's  be  requested  to  investigate 
and  report  to  this  Board  whether  the  various 
theatre  managers  in  the  city  of  Boston  are  com- 
plying with  the'  provisions  of  Chapter  10  of  the 
standing  regulations  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Capen,  to  the 
Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings (Aid.) 

CAMBRIDGE-STREET  BRIDGE,   BRIGHTON. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  the  following: 

Whereas  it  is  necessary  for  the  security  and 
convenience  of  the  public  that  alterations 
should  be  made  in  the  crossing  and  approaches 
thereto  of  Cambridge-street  bridge,  and  the 
location  and  tracks  of  the  Boston  A  Albany 
Railroad  Company,  in  accordance  with  a  plan 
dated  May  9,  1887,  tiled  in  the  office  of  the  city 
engineer,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  and  is  hereby  given 
that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  will  hear  all  parties 
interested  in  said  alterations  at  the  City  Hall  on 
the  loth  day  of  May  at  4  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon. 

Passed. 

ORIENT   HEIGHTS. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an  order—That  the 
superintendent  of  streets  be  requested  to  grade, 
macadamize  and  put  in  condition  for  public 
travel  the  streets  that  were  accepted  last  year 
in  that  part  of  East  Boston  known  as  Orient 
heights. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  would  recommend  that  the 
order  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
unless  the  alderman  has  objection.  I  withdraw 
it  if  lie  has. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  have  no  objection  at  all  to 
its  going  to  the  Committee  on  Paving,  but  I 
presumed  that  the  passage  of  the  order  would 
bring  the  matter  before  the  superintendent  of 
streets,  who  would  probably  bring  it  before 
the  Committee  on  Paving.    But  if  the  alderman 
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desires  it,  I  would  move  to  refer  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  do  not  know  that  it  will 
advance  the  matter  any  by  referring'  the  order 
to  the  Committee  on  Paving,  but  it  is  a  large 
undertaking  and  will  cost  a  great  deal  of  money. 
I  think  it  will  not  hurt  it  to  send  it  to  the  com- 
mittee. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan,  the  order  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

LAUD  DAMAGES. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  orders  to  pay,  upon  the 
usual  conditions,  for  land  taken  and  all  dam- 
ages occasioned  by  the  laying  out  and  widening 
of  streets  as  follows : 

To  the  rector,  wardens  and  vestrymen  of  St. 
Margaret's  Church  at  Brighton  the  sum  of  §420 
for  land  taken  in  the  name  of  the  proprietors  of 
St.  Margaret's  Church,  and  all  damages  occa- 
sioned by  the  laying  out  of  Eastburn  street, 
Brighton,  by  a  resolve  and  order  of  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners,  passed  June  11,  1886,  and 
the  sloping  and  maintenance  of  the  filling  of 
said  laying  out  of  Eastburn  street  on  their  ad- 
joining land,  and  that  the  same  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  widening  streets. 

To  Henry  M.  Whitney,  the  sum  of  .§11,619.50, 
widening  of  Beacon  street,  by  a  resolve  and  or- 
der of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  passed 
March  28,  1887,  and  the  sloping  and  maintenance 
of  the  filling  of  said  street  on  his  adjoining  land, 
and  that  the  same  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Beacon  street  and  Brookline  aveuue, 
raising  grade. 

To  the  devisees  under  the  will  of  William  R. 
Lawrence  the  sum  of  $15,743.  widening  of  Bea- 
con street,  by  a  resolve  and  order  of  the  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners,  passed  March  28,  1887, 
and  the  sloping  and  maintenance  of  the  filling 
of  said  street  on  their  adjoining  land  and  that 
the  same  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Beacon  street  and  Brookline  avenue,  raising 
grade.  * 

To  Emily  E.  Sears,  the  sum  of  S>685.75,  widen- 
ing of  Beacon  street,  by  a  resolve  and  order  of 
the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  passed 
March  28,  1SS7,  and  the  sloping  and  maintenance 
of  the  filling  upon  her  adjoining  land,  and  that 
the  same  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Beacon  street  and  Brookline  avenue,  raising 
grade. 

•  To  Henry  M.  Whitney,  Grenville  T.  W.  Bra- 
man,  and  Henry  D.  Hyde,  trustees  of  the  West 
End  hand  Company,  the  sum  of  $23,536,  widen- 
ing of  Beacon  street,  by  a  resolve  and  order  of 
the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  passed 
March  28,  1887,  and  the  sloping  and  maintenance 
of  the  filling  of  said  street  on  their  adjoining 
land,  and  that  the  sum  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Beacon  street  and  Brookline  avenue, 
raising  grade. 

To  the  devisees  under  the  will  of  Amos  A. 
Lawrence,  the  sum  of  $19,559,  widening  of  Beacon 
street,  by  a  resolve  and  order  of  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners,  passed  March  28, 1887,  and 
the  sloping  and  maintenance  of  the  filling  of 
said  street  on  their  adjoining  land,  and  that  the 
same  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Beacon 
street  and  Brookline  avenue,  raising  grade. 

Orders  severally  passed  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


FORT  POINT  CHANNEL  BRIDGES. 

Aid.  Sulltv an  offered  an  order—That  the  city 
engineer  under  the  direction  of  His  Honor  the 
Mayor  be  and  is  hereby  authorized  to  do  the 
work  on  Congress  street  and  Mt.  Washington 
avenue  bridges  made  necessary  by  the  deepen- 
ing of  Fort  Point  channel,  the  expense  of  the 
same  to  be  charged  to  the  special  appropriation 
for  this  work. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Sent 
down. 

REMOVAL  OF  DEAD  TREE. 

Aid.  Bromwich  offered  an  order— That  the 
superintendent  of  Common,  etc.,  be  requested 
to  remove  a  dead  tree  from  Gates  street,  near 
the  corner  of  Telegraph  street. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

REPAIR  OF  STREETS  IN  WEST    ROXBURY. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  an  order— That  the  superin- 
tendent of  streets  be  directed  to  at  once  repair 
Green  street,  from  Centre  street  to  Washington 
street ;  Seaverns  avenue,  from  Centre  street  to 
Woolsey  square;  Centre  street,  from  Hyde's 
Corner  to  the  monument;  and  Washington 
street,  from  Egleston  square  to  Forest-Hills  sta- 
tion. The  expense  attending  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  paving. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

EXTENSION  OF  COMMONWEALTH  AVENUE. 

Aid.  Maguire  offered  an  order  -That  the  su- 
perintendent of  streets  be  authorized  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  construction  of  Commonwealth 
avenue  (formerly  Massachusetts  avenue),  the 
expense  to  be  charged  to  the  regular  appropri- 
ation for  paving. 

Aid.  Capen  moved  to  refer  to  the  Committee 
on  Paving. 

Aid.  Maguire— There  is  no  necessity  for  that. 
That  order  was  handed  to  me  by  the  superin- 
tendent and  he  wants  to  commence  work  there. 
There  are  not  more  than  fifty  feet  in  length  to 
finish,  as  I  am  informed  by  the  alderman.  It  is 
simply  delaying  the  matter  to  refer  the  order  to 
the  committee. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  hope  the  reference  will  take 
place  ;  and,  furthermore,  I  think  it  is  necessary 
and  proper  that  it  should  take  place.  The 
gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat  and  the 
other  members  of  the  Board  called  the  matter 
to  my  attention,  and  asked  my  opinion  upon 
certain  things,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  this  order 
just  meets  the  requirements  of  what  he  wanted  ; 
and  if  we  have  a  right  to  do  it  one  way,  then  we 
have  a  right  to  do  it  another  way.  Let  us  go  on 
and  find  out  if  the  superintendent  has  the  right 
to  do  such  work  without  the  orders  of  this 
Board;  and  if  he  has,  we  might  as  well  adjourn.  - 
This  is  a  very  good  thing  to  test  the  matter  on. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  have  no  interest  in  this  mat- 
ter; in  fact,  I  dou't  know  the  street.  But  the 
superintendent  informed  me  that  he  wants  to 
go  on  with  that  work  immediately  and  finish 
the  connection  with  another  street.  But  if  the 
Board  insists  upon  having  the  order  referred,  I 
have  no  objections. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Paving. 

Adjourned  at  5.43  P.M.,  on  motion  of  Aid. 
Capen. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Monday.  Mav  16, 1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
4  P.  M..  Aid.  Donovan,  chairman,  presiding,  and 
all  the  members  present. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Capen  the  reading  of  the 
record  was  dispensed  with. 

HEARINGS  ON  ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

1.  On  petition  of  "VV.  R.  Patteson,  to  erect  and 
use  a  stationary  steam  engine  of  two-horse 
power  at  12  Grove  street. 

2.  On  petition  of  George  B.  Randall,  to  erect 
and  use  a  stationary  steam  engine  of  three-horse 
power  at  14  Union  park. 

No  objections.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Steam  Engines.  . 

3.  On  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Wa- 
verley  street,  Ward  21. 

4.  On  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Eastburn  street,  Ward  25. 

No  objections.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Sewers. 

5.  On  proposed  alterations  in  the  crossing  and 
approaches  thereto  of  Cambridge  street  over  the 
location  and  tracks  of  the  Boston  &  Albany 
Railroad  Company  at  AUston. 

No  objections.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Streets  (Aid.). 

Later  m  the  session  Aid.  Sullivan  offered  the 
following: 

Whereas  in  the  opinion  of  this  Board  it  is 
necessary  for  the  security  and  convenience  of 
the  public  that  an  alteration  should  be  made  in 
the  crossing  and  the  approaches  to  the  crossing 
of  Cambridge  street  over  the  Boston  &  Albany 
railroad, 

Now,  therefore,  it  is  ordered  that  the  Board  of 
Railroad  Commissioners  be,  and  they  are  here- 
by, requested  to  adjudge  such  alteration  neces- 
sary, and  to  prescribe  the  manner  and  limits 
within  which  it  shall  be  made. 

Passed  under  a.suspension  of  the  rule. 

The  chairman  said  that  Wood  Bros.,  not  hav- 
ing advertised  their  petition  for  a  hearing  this 
day  in  regard  to  a  permit  for  steam  engine,  no 
action  would  be  taken,  and  they  will  file  a  new 
petition. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE  ON  PETITIONS. 

Orders  of  notice  were  passe  d  for  hearings  on 
Monday,  May  23,  inst.,  at  4  o'clock  P.M.,  upon 
the  following  petitions: 

Lydston  &  Wiggin,  for  leave  to  project  two 
bay  windows  from  the  second  and  third  stories 
of  444  Main  street.    C.  D. 

Robert  R.  Wiley,  for  leave  to  project  one  bay 
window  from  the  second  story  of  18  Soley 
street. 

Orders  of  notice  were  passed  for  hearings  on 
Tuesday,  May  31,  upon  the  following  petitions : 

Edwin  B.  Horn,  for  leave  to  project  a  bay 
window  from  building  on  West  Newton  street. 
corner  of  151  Huntington  avenue. 

George  Mack,  for  leave  to  project  one  bay 
window  from  No.  1  Longwood  avenue,  Ward 
22. 

An  order  of  notice  was  passed  for  hearing  on 
Tuesday,  June  7,  at  4  o'clock  P.M.,  upon  the 
petition  of  Joseph  Breckinbridge  for  permit  to 
erect  and  use  a  stationary  steam  engine  of  12 
horse  power  at  the  corner  of  Melville  avenue 
and  Allston  street,  Dorchester. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENTS. 

Communications  were  received  from  the 
mayor  making  the  folio  whig  appointments: 

Martin  S.  Carney  and  George  H.  Keyes  to  be 
weighers  of  coal 

Charles  O.  Brackett,  W.  H.  Logan,  Patrick 
Grant  and  W.  C.  Huntress  to  be  measurers  of 
grain. 

Severally  laid  over. 

CITY    HOSPITAL. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the 
mayor,  transmitting  for  the  consideration  of  the 
City  Council  the  following  communication  from 


the  trustees  of  the  City  Hospital,  asking  for  an 
additional  appropriation  for  increased  accom- 
modations in  the  reconstruction  and  alterations 
of  the  departments  for  out-patients : 

Boston  City  Hospital,  ) 
Boston,  May  2, 1887.     ) 
To  His  Honor  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Sir,— I  have  the  honor,  in  behalf  of  the  trus- 
tees of  the  Boston  City  Hospital,  to  address  you 
on  the  subject  of  a  further  appropriation  for.in- 
creased  accommodations  in  the  reconstruction 
and  alteration  of  the  departments  for  out- 
patients. 

The  city  government  has  already  appropri- 
ated §19,000.  The  trustees  in  their  estimates  for 
the  coming  year  asked  for  $16,000  more.  The 
city  government,  by  reason  of  the  limit  of  taxa- 
tion, and  the  large  demands  of  other  depart- 
ments, has  not,  according  to  its  judgment,  been 
able  to  allow  us  the  amount  desired. 

The  trustees  are  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  both 
injudicious  and  not  economical  to  attempt  to 
reconstruct  the  present  building  for  $19,000, 
and  as  a  result  obtain  a  building  which  would 
be  inadequate  in  size,  must  be  illy  arranged  lor 
the  work  required,  and  which  would  demand 
enlargement  in  a  brief  time  and  at  largely  in- 
creased cost  over  what  the  work  could  be  done 
for  if  carried  into  effect  now. 

In  furtherance  of  this  opinion,  I  beg  to  state 
some  facts  for  a  clearer  understanding  of  the 
situation.  The  hospital  was  opened  in  1864.  and 
at  that  time  had  no  department  for  out-patients. 
In  1866  the  "lodge"  was  enlarged  and  out  pa- 
tient departments  organized,  and  all  out-patients 
were  treated  in  that  building.  In  1876  the  in- 
crease hi  the  attendance  had  become  so  large 
that  a  compromise  was  effected  by  moving  some 
of  the  departments  into  the  basements  of  the 
hospital  buildings,  where  they  are  at  present ; 
and  by  subdividing  services  and  alternating  in 
the  daily  attendance.  The  increase  m  attend- 
ance is  shown  by  the  following  table  of  number 
of  visits  of  out-patients  to  the  hospital : 

1864 371 

1865 8.164 

1866 20.548 

1867 11,853 

1868 29,756 

1868-9  (16  uios.)... .43.538 

1870-1 30.228 1 1882-3 40 

1871-2 28,388 1 1 883-4 41 

1872-3 22.078 1 1884-5 44 

1873-4 23.287   1885  (8  mos) 33 

1874-5 27,547  1886 41 

1875-6 28,519 

In  23  years  206,203  persons  have  made  678.222 
visits  for  treatment  in  the  out-patient  depart- 
ments. 

In  1886  the  trustees  asked  for  $19,000,  in  order 
to  enlarge  the  present  building  by  extension, 
not  changing  the  height  of  the  present  struc- 
ture. An  appropriation  of  $10,000  was  granted, 
which  subsequently  was  increased  to  $19,000. 
On  completion  of  plans  it  was  found  that  suf- 
ficient room  could  not  be  obtained  by  extension 
(adding  on  to  one  end)  of  the  present  building. 
It  was  further  found  that  the  old  building  could 
not  be  conveniently  altered  by  a  few  internal 
changes,  but  must  be  practically  gutted. 

New  plans  were  made  for  a  two-story  building 
for  the  out-patients,  with  a  French  roof,  as  at 
present,  for  male  employees.  It  was  further 
desired  to  move  into  the  new  building  the  out- 
patient departments,  now  in  the  basements  of 
the  hospital,  which  was  not  at  first  contem- 
plated. 

At  this  juncture  the  staff  petitioned  that 
a  dispensary  might  be  established  in  con- 
nection with  the  out  -  patients  services,  for 
dispensing  medicines  to  out  -  patients  at  a 
nominal  cost.  A  large  number  of  the 
out-patients  are  unable  to  purchase  the  pre- 
scribed medicines  because  of  the  cost,  and 
those  who  are  fairly  able  to  buy  are  often 
charged  exorbitant  prices,  and  moreover  get  a 
worthless  or  ineffective  drug.  With  more  room 
such  a  dispensary  might  be  established  where 
all  necessary  medicines  could  be  given  out  at 
prices  within  the  means  of  this  class  of  pa- 
tients, and  the  treatment  made  of  some  avail  by 
reason  of  good  drugs.  The  trustees  are  inclined 
to  favor  this  additional  benefit  to  those  who  ap- 
ply for  aid,  and  believe  that  the  city  is  well  able 
and  should  pursue  as  liberal  a  policy  in  this  line 
of  work  as  private  charities  are  now  doing 
within  our  city. 

The   limit  of    the   appropriation   as  it  now 
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stands  forbids  any  entertainment  of  this  pro- 
ject. 

When  the  plans  of  two  stories  for  out- 
patients were  perfected,  the  inspector  of  build- 
ings condemned  the  substructure  as  it  now  is, 
and  required  strengthening  of  foundations,  in- 
crease in  thickness  of  present  walls,  and  other 
changes  to  conform  to  the  new  building  laws. 
The  trustees  do  not  ask  for  the  means  for  an 
ornate  or  costly  structure,  but  enough  (in  the 
judgment  of  the  city  architect)  to  build  a  plain, 
brick  building.large  enough  to  contain  rooms  and 
space  sufficient  for  the  work.  If  the  $16,000 
necessary  is  granted,  we  should  then  have  a 
structure  costing  less  than  the  Boston  Dispen- 
sary, or  the  out-patient  department  of  the 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  both  of 
these  institutions  are  private  charities. 

From  a  familiarity  with  tiie  needs  of  the  city 
poor  by  long  observation  of  the  steady  increase 
of  this  branch  of  work  at  the  City  Hospital,  we 
are  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  the  improvement 
should  be  made  at  this  time,  in  a  manner  rea- 
sonably commensurate  with  the  present  require- 
ments and  constant  growth.  Under  the  most 
economical  arrangement  that  can  be  effected 
by  the  money  now  at  command,  the  place  will 
be  inadequate  to  our  requirements  on  the  day 
we  move  in.  Money  apportioned  to  many  de- 
partments is  local  in  its  benefits.  Money  ex- 
pended for  this  purpose  reaches  the  sick  poor  of 
all  parts  of  the  city.  Under  improved  and  ap- 
proved conditions  many  applicants  can  be 
treated  as  out-patients  who  now  require  ad- 
mission to  the  hospital  wards,  which  is  a 
more  costly  method  ;  or  are  referred  to  private 
charities  because  the  city  has  not  adequate 
means  of  dispensing  its  own  charity.  To  erect 
such  a  reconstructed  building  as  can  be  done 
with  the  limited  appropriation  now  on  hand 
will  be  to  half  do  the  thing  necessary  and  ade- 
quate for  the  work.  This  will  reflect  largely 
upon  the  trustees  as  managers  of  this  depart- 
ment, and  we  feel  it  a  duty  to  place  the  matter 
fully  before  your  honor  hoping  that  in  some 
way  the  means  may  be  found  to  relieve  us  of 
our  present  dilemma. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  Dacby, 
For  the  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital  of  the  City 
of  Boston. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Allen,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers— Edwin  J.  Cullis 
and  others,  for  a  sewer  in  Ludlow  street, 
Ward  4. 

William  Bassett,  for  a  sewer  in  St.  Paul  street, 
between  Caledonia  and  Falmouth  streets. 

E.  I.  Drisko  and  others,  for  a  continuation  of 
the  sewer  in  Newberne  street,  between  Bishop 
and  John  A.  Andrew  streets,  Ward  23. 

A.  N.  Monroe,  for  a  sewer  in  Washington 
street,  between  Parsons  street  and  Harvard 
place,  Ward  25. 

Henry  M.  Snell  and  others,  for  a  sewer  from 
"Van  Winkle  street  through  private  land. 

John  Braun  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in  Wash- 
ington street,  Ward  23,  between  its  present  ter- 
minus and  the  pumping  station  at  Roslindale. 

Louis  P.  Siehert,  for  abatement  of  sewer 
assessment  against  estates  1038-1040  Tremont 
street. 

Ellen  Cox,  for  abatement  of  a  sewer  assess- 
ment against  her  estate  on  Bennington  street, 
Ward  1. 

Robert  M.  Lapham,  for  abatement  of  sewer 
assessment  against  his  estate  on  Bowdoin 
avenue,  Dorchester. 

Putterill  &  Killian,  for  compensation  for  work 
performed  on  several  sewers. 

Remonstrance  of  P.  S.  Yendell  and  D.  B.  Sted- 
man,  Jr.,  against  the  petition  of  Robert  Swan 
for  a  sewer  in  Winter  street,  Dorchester. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines— Bos- 
worth  &  French,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  four 
steam  boilers  of  15-horse  power  each  for  heating 
purposes  in  building  on  Falmouth  street. 

M  F.  Cottrell,  for  license  to  erect  and  use  a 
steam  boiler  of  10- horse  power  for  heating  and 
cooking  purposes  at  16  North  Market  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Railroads— Metropolitan 
Railroad  Company,  for  an  extension  of  its  tracks 
on  Lexington  street,  East  Boston. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police  (Aid.)  [referred 
with  instructions  to  obtain  the  opinion  of  the 


corporation  counsel  as  to  whether  the  power  of 
appointment  is  vested  in  this  Board  or  the  Board 
of  Police]— Old  Colony  Railroad  Company,  for 
the  appointment  of  certain  persons  as  railroad 
police. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses — Boston  Cab 
Company,  for  a  license  to  run  barges  between 
Bowdoin  square  and  the  harbor  excursion 
steamers,  via  Court,  State,  Kilby  and  Oliver 
streets  and  Atlantic  avenue,  the  rate  of  fare  not 
to  exceed  10  cents  per  passenger  each  way. 

To  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts — Board 
of  Index  Commissioners  for  the  county  of  Suffolk, 
for  an  appropriation  of  $18,000  for  making  con- 
solidated and  classified  descriptive  indexes  of 
Suffolk  deeds,  etc. 

To  the  Committee  on  Department  for  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings  WW.)— Harlow  E.  Woodward, 
for  leave  to  project  a  druggist's  mortar  from 
the  front  of  40  Bromfield  street. 

Floyd,  Pratt  &  Rounds,  for  leave  to  project  a 
triangular  sign  in  front  of  No.  408  Washington 
street. 

Leonard  Pickering,  for  leave  to  build  a  wood- 
en building  on  Morris  street,  near  Marion  street, 
Ward  1. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps— Mrs.  T.  B.  Wil- 
liams and  others,  for  public  lamps  on  Centre 
street.  Ward  23. 

B.  F.  Beane  and  others,  for  a  gas  lamp  in 
South  Worthington  street. 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Common  —  S.  W. 
Brown,  Jr.,  for  permission  to  trim  two  elm  trees 
on  Brighton  av-  nue  and  on  Chester  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Armories  — J.  Marion 
Monlton,  captain  Company  C,  that  an  armory 
may  be  furnished  his  company. 

Captain  R.  P.  B.  Bell  of  Company  D,  Fifth 
Regiment,  that  an  armory  may  be  furnished  his 
company. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims— Margaret  Mc- 
Koen,  for  compensation  for  personal  injuries. 

William  W.  Grant  and  others,  for  compensa- 
tion for  personal  injuries  received  March  29, 
1887,  by  reason  ■  f  an  alleged  defect  at  corner  of 
Leverett  and  Causeway  streets. 

William  H.  Woods,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
ages to  his  carriage  on  account  of  defect  in 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving— Peter  Graftam, 
for  the  grading  of  Falmouth  street. 

Warren  S.  Dame  and  others,  that  North  Bea- 
con street,  Ward  25,  be  watered. 

Boston  Athletic  Association,  for  leave  to  ex- 
cavate under  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  their  pro- 
posed building  on  Exeter  and  Dartmouth 
streets,  and  cover  the  same  with  Hyatt  lights. 

M.  E.  Lee,  for  leave  to  protect  a  tree  in  front 
of  his  store,  No.  157  Broadway,  by  boxing  it. 

William  R.  Cavanagh,  to  move  a  wooden 
building  from  Commonwealth  avenue,  Ward  22, 
to  rear  Commonwealth  avenue.  Ward  22. 

Nathaniel  Holden  and  others,  for  the  removal 
of  the  edgestones  on  Humphreys  street  at  the 
junction  of  Elder  street,  Ward  20. 

Managers  and  physicians  of  Boston  Dispensary, 
that  Bennett  and  Ash  streets  be  paved  with 
alphalt.  ,  '' 

Hannah   C.   Collar,     for    edgestones,    Maple 

Caroline  H.  Klous,  for  edgestones,  Maple  and 
Wayne  streets. 

Nathaniel  L.  Holden,  for  edgestones,  121-131, 
inclusive,  Cottage  street,  Dorchester. 

Ellen  A.  Johnson,  for  edgestones  and  brick 
sidewalk,  10C-108  H  street. 

William  Manning,  for  edgestone  and  brick 
sidewalk,  793  Third  street. 

Bernard  Sylvester,  for  edgestone  and  brick 
sidewalk  152  H  street. 

Julia  Hartnett,  for  edgestone  and  brick  side- 
walk 723  Seventh  street. 

Fanny  M.  Byrne,  for  edgestone  and  brick 
sidewalk  11  Savin  street. 

Luther  Franks,  for  edgestone  and  brick  side- 
walk 89  P  street. 

Christopher ,  for  brick  sidewalk  107  and 

109  Wintluop  street,  Roxbury. 

George  Wheatland,  Jr.,  for  brick  sidewalk 
north  side  Mailboro  street,  between  Chester 
Park  and  Ipswich  street. 

A.  W.  Wright  for  brick  sidewalk  88  Magnolia 

James  W.  Newhall  and  others,  for  a  brick 
sidewalk  on  the  westerly  side  of  Walnut  ave- 
nue, between  Bainbridge  and  Townsend  streets. 

Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  Corporation, 
for  leave  to  close  Beach  street,  Ward  23,  to  travel 
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while  rebuilding  the  bridge  at  said  street  over 
their  tracks. 

CLOSING  OF  BELLEVUE  STREET. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  Board  con- 
sidered the  order  that  the  Boston  &  Providence 
Railroad  Corporation  be  granted  leave  to  close 
to  public  travel  the  bridge  over  its  tracks  at 
Bellevue  street,  "West  Roxbury.  during  the  re- 
building of  said  bridge. 

Passed. 

EAST  BOSTON  FERRY  TOLLS. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended so  that  he  might  call  up  past  assignment 
No.  7,  as  follows : 

7.  Order  that  the  tariff  of  tolls  for  foot-pas- 
sengers and  teams  upon  the  East  Boston  ferries 
be  amended  and  established  as  printed  in  Doc. 
70,  with  amendment  offered  by  Alderman  Sulli- 
van, April  25.  in  relation  to  fout-passengers. 

The  question  was  upon  the  amendment  offer- 
ed by  Aid.  Sullivan,  at  the  meeting  of  April  25. 

Aid.  Sullivan — I  desire  to  further  amend  at 
the  present  time  by  making  the  order  read  so 
that  it  will  take  effect  on  and  after  July  1,  1887. 
Of  course  it  is  now  impossible  for  it  to  take 
effect  May  1, 

The  question  was  on  the  second  amendment 
of  Aid.  Sullivan. 

Aid.  Sulltvan— I  suppose  that  every  member 
of  this  Board  has  made  up  his  mind  whether  or 
not  he  will  vote  for  this  order. 

Mr.  Chairman — The  subject  of  a  reduction  of 
tolls  on  the  East  Boston  ferries,  and  of  freeing 
the  same,  has  already  been  so  ably  discussed  at 
the  hearings  at  the  State  House,  and  by  the  pub- 
lic press,  that  anything  that  I  may  have  to  say  in 
support  of  the  order  now  before  the  Board  will 
have  very  little  effect.  I  feel  that  every  mem- 
ber of  this  Board  must,  e'er  now,  have  made  up 
his  mind  that  common  justice  to  the  people  of 
East  Boston,  who  make  up  about  one  twelfth  of 
the  population  of  this  city,  demand  that  the  re- 
duction asked  for  should  be  granted.  Wards  1 
and  2,  which  comprise  East  Boston,  are  pecu- 
liarly adapted  for  commercial  and  mechanical 
business  purposes.  Situated  on  deep  water, 
East  Boston  has  large  tracts  of  land  possessing 
advantages  equal  to,  if  not  surpassing  those  of 
any  other  section  of  the  city.  During  the  ten 
years  from  1865  to  1875,  East  Boston  compared 
favorably  with  other  sections  of  the  city  m  its 
business,  both  commercial  and  mechanical,  be- 
cause during  those  years  there  was  a  period  of 
active  speculation,  and  business  flourished, 
making  large  profits:  consequently  the 
manufacturers  did  not  feel  the  special  tax  im- 
posed on  them  on  account  of  tolls  on  the  fer- 
ries. But  from  1877  to  the  present  time  an 
extremely  close -competion  has  made  the  manu- 
facturer consider  carefully  where  he  would  es- 
tablish his  works :  and  in  consequence  of  such 
careful  consideration,  there  have  been  no  man- 
ufacturing establishments  located  in  East  Bos- 
ton, but  a  great  many  have  removed  away  from 
there,  and  the  buildings,  in  a  great  many  cases, 
are  now  lying  idle.  The  East  Boston  ferries  are 
nothing  but  floating  bridges,  forming  the  only 
highway  between  Boston  and  East  Boston.  All 
the  highways  in  Boston,  and  all  those  leading 
out  of  Boston,  are  free.  Boston  has  never  been 
niggardly  in  furnisliing  and  paying  for  bridges 
to  connect,  not  only  with  her  own  territory,  but 
with  neighboring  cities  and  towns.  The  proposal 
is  at  present  before  the  City  and  State  Govern- 
ments to  build  a  new  bridge  to  Cambridge.  This 
measure,  I  think  everyone  will  concede,  is  of  far 
more  benefit  to  Cambridge  than  to  Boston,  and 
still  Boston  is  not  only  asked,  but  is  to  be  ordered 
to  pay  halt  the  expense  of  construction.  I  do 
not  quote  the  Cambridge  bridge  because  I  am 
in  any  way  opposed  to  it.  I  believe  now,  as  I 
have  always  believed,  that  money  expended  on 
bridges,  streets  and  avenues  is  money  well  ex- 
pended, and  I  certainly  am  willing  that  even 
the  people  of  Cambridge  should  have  the  ad- 
vantages of  which  the  people  of  East  Boston 
are  deprived.  In  asking  for  this  reduction,  the 
citizens  of  Wards  1  and  2  simply  ask  you  to  light- 
en the  load  that  they  have  been  obliged  to  carry 
for  years  in  the  form  of  a  double  tax.  The  fer- 
ries, under  the  most  favorable  circumstances, 
cannot  afford  equal  accommodations  that  streets 
and  bridges  do.  When  the  burden  of  toll  is 
added  to  the  inconveniences  of  ferries  the  effect 
must  necessarily  be  injurious  to  the  growth  of 
the  East  Boston  district.  This  is  apparent  when 
the  general  stagnation  in  business  in  East  Bos- 


ton is  compared  with  the  active  growth  and  in- 
creased valuation  of  other  sections.  To  show 
that  East  Boston  has  not  only  remained  at  a 
standstill  but  has  in  reality  decreased  in  valua- 
tion during  the  last  10  years,  as  shown  by  the 
assessors'  books,  if  necessary  I  can  enumerate  a 
large  number  of  estates  in  Webster  street,  one 
of  the  best  streets  in  East  Boston,  where  the  re- 
duction in  valuation  for  the  last  10  years  has 
been  over  30  per  cent :  and  I  know  of  no  cause 
why  the  valuation  there  should  decrease  ex- 
cepting the  burden  of  tolls.  This,  in  my  opin- 
ion, goes  to  show  clearly  that  there  can  be  no 
doubt  but  that  the  tax  laid  upon  business  in  the 
shape  of  tolls  has  been  a  great  drawback  to  the 
development  of  East  Boston.  Business  that 
could  be  carried  on  to  better  advantage  there 
than  in  any  other  part  of  the  city  has  been 
driven  away  on  this  account.  Business  men 
have  been  deterred  from  establishing  them- 
selves there  on  account  of  the  ferry  tax.  By  re- 
ducing the  tolls  as  proposed  in  this  order, 
which  is  in  reality  a  reduction  of  about 
one  quarter  the  present  rates.  I  believe 
that  the  members  of  this  Board  will 
make  no  mistake,  because  the  reduction  of 
tolls  will  have  the  effect  of  rendering  East  Bos- 
ton a  more  desirable  location  for  purposes  of 
business  and  residence.  By  giving  the  people 
of  that  section  some  encouragement  in  the  way 
of  a  reduction  of  tolls,  as  contemplated  in  this 
order,  a  large  amount  of  property,  which  is  at 
present  unproductive  and  paying  a  very  small 
tax  into  the  city  treasury,  will  be  brought  into 
the  market  and  become  a  source  of  a  large  in- 
crease in  the  revenue  accruing  to  the  city.  I 
also  believe  that  a  greater  activity  will  be 
brought  about  in  building  operations,  and 
consequently  an  increased  taxation,  by  granting 
the  reduction  as  asked  for.  The  city  will  be  no 
loser,  because  it  has  been  shown  in  the  past 
that  a  reduction  in  tolls  has  been  followed  by 
an  advance  in  valuation. 

Mr.  Chairman— I  think  every  member  of  this 
Board  has  had  ample  time  to  look  into  this  mat- 
ter and  consider  it  very  carefully.  It  is  not  a 
party  question.  It  is  simply  a  question  of  a  part 
and  parcel  of  the  city  of  Boston— an  arm  of  it, 
as  it  were— asking  that  they  may  have  not  equal 
justice  with  the  rest  of  the  city,  but  that  the 
load  rnav  be  lightened  just  a  trifle.  That  is 
what  they  ask  for,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  that  is 
what  I  hope  this  Board  will  see  fit  to  grant 
them. 

Aid,  Carroll— I  stand,  as  I  have  stood  in  the 
past,  partially  committed  to  the  support  of  the 
motion  made  by  the  gentleman  who  has  just 
taken  his  seat,  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  gen- 
tleman and  others  favoring  this  order  must  re- 
member that  when  they  propose  to  reduce  the 
tolls  upon  the  East  Boston  ferries  they  are  then 
placing  an  extra  tax  upon  the  citizens  of  the 
entire  city  of  Boston,  of  which  East  Boston  is  a 
part.  The  order  as  it  is  now  before  us  would 
place  upon  us  an  additional  tax  of  from  §90,000 
to  $120,000.  I  have  tried  to  ascertain  something 
like  the  facts  in  the  case. 

Aid.  SuLLrvAN--Will  the  alderman  allow  me 
to  correct  him? 

Aid.  Carroll— Certainly. 

Aid.  Sullivan— The  income  from  the  ferries 
during  the  past  year  was  $162,000,  and  a  quarter 
of  that  would  be  a  little  over  .$40,000. 

Aid.  Carroll — I  was  aware  of  all  that  when  I 
made  the  statement  that  the  reduction  of  the 
tolls  would  increase  our  taxes  from  390,000  to  $120,- 
000,  despite  all  that  has  just  been  said.  I  am  free 
to  say  that  I  believe  there  is  a  burden  upon  the 
citizens  of  East  Boston,  and  while  I  have  been 
one  of  those  who  have  asked  to  have  the  matter 
assigned,  I  think  I  voice  the  sentiment  of  at 
least  the  majority  of  this  Board  when  I  say  that 
for  two  weeks  all  the  members  of  this  Board 
have  not  been  in  a  position  to  give  the  matter 
the  consideration  and  weight  that  it  requires. 
We  have  been  honored  with  the  presence  of  rov- 
alty  in  this  city,  and  our  time  has  been  taken  up 
with  paying  proper  and  due  respect  to  royalty, 
so  that  we  have  not  been  able  to  give  this  mat- 
ter the  attention  it  deserves.  It  is  an  important 
question,  not  only  very  important  to  the  citizens 
of  East  Boston  but  important  to  the  people  of 
other  sections  of  the  city.  I  therefore  move 
that  the  matter  lie  on  the  table,  so  that  the 
members  of  this  Board  may  have  time  to  look 
into  it ;  and  in  making  that  motion  I  have  no 
desire  to  injure  the  measure,  but  simply  wish 
a  chance  to  look  over  the  auditor's  books,  and— 
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Aid.  Sulliv an— Assign  it. 

Aid.  Carroll— Either  one  way  or  the  other.  I 
will  vote  to  take  it  from  the  table  any  time  the 
alderman  desires  it.  By  laying  it  upon  the  table 
I  will  have  a  chance  to  get  some  figures  and 
understand  the  case.  1  am  free  to  say  that  I  be- 
lieve there  is  a  burden  upon  the  citizens  of 
of  East  Boston.  Whether  or  not  the  gentleman 
who  offered  the  order  has  given  them  the  best 
mode  of  relief  from  that  tmrden,  or  whether, 
after  looking  the  matter  up,  seme  suggestion 
may  be  made  to  secure  that  relief  which  will 
suit  them  better  than  this,  I  am  at  present  un- 
able to  say,  but  I  desire  time  to  make  an  in- 
vestigation, and  therefore  1  move  to  lay  the 
order  on  the  table. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  am  sorry  that— 

Aid.  Carroll — I  certainly  will  withdraw  the 
motion  if  it  is  going  to  cut  off  debate.  I  will 
withdraw  the  motion  simply  to  give  the  alder- 
man opposite  a  chance  to  speak. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  was  simply  going  to  ask 
the  alderman  who  presented  the  order  if  there 
ever  has  been  any  petition  from  East  Boston  re- 
questing the  reduction? 

Aid.  Sullivan — We  have  had  petitions  at  the 
Legislature  that  would  reach  from  here  to  East 
Boston.  We  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  bring 
them  here,  but  we  can  produce  them  at  any 
time. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  would  have  liked  to  have 
had  the  petitions  presented  to  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  and  have  a  hearing  as  to  why  the 
tolls  should  be  reduced.  We  would  then  have 
a  fair  expression  from  the  citizens  that  are 
mostly  interested  in  the  reduction.  I  say  that 
because  I  think  that  should  have  been  done. 
I  am  not  going  to  say  that  I  shall  vote  against 
that  order.  I  think  the  alderman  who  present- 
ed it  presented  it  in  good  faith.  I  believe  he 
always  acts  in  good  faith  in  every  order  which 
he  presents.  But  we  shall  be  looked  upon  as 
going  somewhat  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  the 
Legislature  if  we  pass  this  order,  and  we  want 
to  be  in  a  position  to  defend  ourselves  in  any 
action  we  may  take  upon  this  measure.  If, 
somehow  or  other,  a  petition  could  be  brought 
in  here  to  the  Board  and  the  parties  given  a 
hearing,  I  think  the  Board  of  Aldermen  would 
be  in  a  better  position  to  vote  for  the  order 
which  the  gentleman  has  offered  than  they 
would  if  they  let  it  lie  on  the  table  and  let  it 
come  up  at  some  future  meeting.  I  should  want 
to  know  something  more  about  it  when  it  is 
taken  up  than  I  do  now. 

Aid.  Carroll- -If  the  matter  is  laid  on  the 
table  does  the  alderman  mean  to  say  that  the 
citizens  of  East  Boston  would  not  have  the  right 
to  present  a  petition  to  this  Board? 
■   Aid.  Bromwich — Certainly  not. 

Aid.  Carroll — Then  certainly  laying  it  on 
the  table  will  not  prevent  them  from  present- 
ing a  petition  if  they  desire  to  do  so. 

Aid.  Sullivan — I  desire  to  say  that  if  it  was 
necessary  we  could  get  a  very  long  petition  in 
favor  of  this  order,  but  I  did  not  think  it  neces- 
sary. Ihe  Legislature  has  given  this  Board  the 
right  to  fix  the  tolls  on  East  Boston  ferries.  . 
That  is  a  right  which  we  propose  to  take  advan- 
tage of.  As  far  as  I  can  at  present  remember  I 
have  never  heard  of  a  person  in  East  Boston  who 
is  opposed  to  this  measure ;  they  all  approve  of 
it  unanimously;  a  great  many  who  opposed  free 
ferries  approve  of  this  order.  So  I  do  not  think 
any  objections  will  come  from  that  quarter.  We 
always  expect  opposition  from  some  quarter  if 
anything  that  benefits  East  Boston  is  adopted, 
and  we  looked  for  it  in  this  case. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  have  no  doubt  what  the 
alderman  says  is  true,  but  we  should  have 
something  tangible  before  us  so  that  we  can  de- 
fend ourselves  if  we  are  UDbraided  for  passing 
this  order.  If  we  have  a  petition  from  the  cit- 
izens of  East  Boston  it  will  be  respected  by  the 
community.  As  the  matter  stands  now  it  is  an 
order  offered  by  the  alderman  from  East  Boston 
and  the  measure  is  not  supported  by  a  single 
petitioner  from  that  section  of  the  city.  I  hope 
the  order  will  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  order  was  laid  on  the  table. 

reports  of  city  officers, 
The  auditor's  exhibit  for  May  1st  (City  Doc.  82) 
was  received  and  sent  down. 

A  communication  was.  received  from  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  reporting  that 
the  existing  lease  of  the  wharf  property  belong- 
ing to  the  city  at  756  Albany  street,  opposite  the 


City  Hospital,  ends  July  1st  next,  and  suggest- 
ing that  an  order  be  passed  bv  the  City  Council 
authorizing  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
to  make  a  new  lease  of  this  estate  upon  the  ex- 
piration of  the  present  one. 

Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

The  annual  reports  of  the  city  treasurer  for 
the  financial  year  18S6-87,  and  of  the  collector  of 
the  city  of  Boston  and  county  of  Suffolk  for  the 
financial  year  ending  April  30,  1887,  were  re- 
ceived, and  on  motion  of  Aid.  McLaughlin  it 
was  voted  that  said  reports  be  referred,  respec- 
tively, to  the  Joint  Committees  on  City  Treas- 
urer's and  City  Collector's  Departments,  and 
that  these  committees  be  empowered  to  employ 
an  expert,  one-half  of  the  expense  to  be  charged 
to  each  department. 

The  following  was  sent  down  for  concurrence: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  City 
Treasurer's  and  City  Collector's  Departments 
be  authorized  to  employ  an  expert  to  examine 
the  books,  cash  accounts  and  vouchers  of  said 
departments,  the  expense  attending  the  same 
to  be  charged  one-half  to  each  of  said  depart- 
ments. 

BOND  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SEWERS. 

The  bond  of  Seth  Perkins  as  superintendent 
of  sewers,  with  Lyman  D.  Wilcutt  and  W.  J. 
Connery  as  sureties  in  the  sum  of  §5000  was  re- 
ceived and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Bonds. 

ABBOT      LAWRENCE     MODEL     LODGING    HOUSES. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  trustees  of  the 
Lawrence  model  lodging  houses,  giving  an  ac- 
count of  their  doings  and  expenditures  to  the 
first  day  of  April,  1887. 

Placed  on  file. 

STATE  BOARD   OF  ARBITRATION. 

An  attested  copy  of  the  decision  of  the  State 
Board  of  Arbitration  and  Conciliation  in  the 
matter  of  the  joint  application  of  the  Hallowell 
Granite  Company  and  its  employees  in  Boston 
was  received  and  placed  on  file. 

ROXBURY  CANAL. 

Aid.  Allen  presented  the  following: 

Office  of  City  Engineer,  ) 
City  Hall. 
Boston,  May  16,  1887.     ) 
To  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Gentlemen, — The  petition  of  L.  G.  Burnham 
and  others,  that  Roxbiiry  canal  be  dredged  was 
referred  to  me  by  your  Board.  An  examination 
of  the  canal  shows  that  a  nuisance  exists  which 
should  be  abated,  and  this  nuisance  is  caused 
partly  by  the  deposits  brought  to  it  by  a  sewer 
having  an  overflow  outlet  at  the  upper  end  of 
the  canal,  and  partly  by  other  materials  which 
are  carried  into  the  canal  by  the  tidal  currents. 
There  being  no  currents  through  the  canal  it 
has  a  natural  tendency  to  retain  any  materials 
brought  to  it,  and  has  consequently  been  par- 
tially filled  up  so  as  to  cause  the  nuisance  com- 
plained of. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
William  Jackson,  City  Engineer, 

In  connection  with  the  above  Aid.  Allen 
offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  city  engineer  be  authorized 
to  cause  the  necessary  dredging  to  be  done  in 
the  Roxbury  canal,  and  the  city  auditor  to  trans- 
fer $2000  from  the  special  appropriation  for 
Albany-street  bridge  to  meet  the  expense  of 
said  dredging. 

Aid.  Allen  moved  to  refer  the  communication 
and  order  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Aid.  Carroll — I  desire  as  a  member  of  this 
Board  to  ask  a  question  for  information.  This 
is  an  order  requesting  the  expenditure  of  $2000. 
Wherein  and  from  whom  do  you  get  the  infor- 
mation that  it  will  cost  $2000,  or  more  than  that 
sum?  Who  gives  that  information  and  from 
what  source  does  it  come?  I  would  like  to  have 
the  alderman  answer  the  question. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— That  is  a  matter  that  has 
been  before  the  city  government- 
Aid.  Carroll— I  did  not  ask  where  the  matter 
is  or  has  been.  I  asked  for  information  where 
this  information  comes  from  that  it  will  cost 
$2000,  more  or  less. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  supposed  that  I  could  gi  /e 
the  information  in  my  own  way. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  asked  the  Chair. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  cannot  give  the 
alderman  the  information. 
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Aid.  Carroll— Then  I  ask  the  gentleman  who 
offered  the  order. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— If  I  give  the  information  I 
shall  give  it  in  my  own  way. 

The  Chairman— Aid.  N.G.  Smith  has  the  floor 
at  this  time. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  asked  for  information,  and  if 
the  Chair  is  not  in  a  position  to  give  me  the  in- 
formation, it  seems  to  me  that  the  rules  of  the 
Board  are  such  as  will  enable  me  to  obtain  the 
information.  If  I  am  not  mistaken.  Ala.  Allen 
offered  the  order,  and  if  so.  I  would  like  to  have 
the  information  from  Aid.  Allen. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— Have  I  the  floor,  Mr.  Chair- 
man? 

The  Chairman— Aid."  N.  G.  Smith  has  the 
floor. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  and 
the  Chair  not  being  able  to  give  the  informa- 
tion, I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  the  gentle- 
man who  offered  the  order  should  give  that  in- 
formation which  I  have  asked  from  the  Chair. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  will  have  to  rule 
that  the  point  of  order  is  not  well  taken.  The 
Chair  informed  the  alderman  that  he  could  not 
give  him  the  information,  and  Aid.  Smith  then 
took  the  floor. 

Aid. Carroll— I  claim  that  if  the  Chair  cannot 
give  me  the  information.  I  raise  the  point  of 
order  that  I  have  a  right  to  the  floor. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  will  have  to  rule 
the  point  of  order  not  well  taken.  Aid.  Smith 
has  the  floor,  and  the  Chair  supposes  that  he 
intends  to  speak  upon  the  question  of  reference 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance, 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  desire  to  speak  a  little  in 
detail.  This  matter  has  been  before  the  gov- 
ernment since  last  year.  The  petition  got  into 
the  files  and  laid  there  until  it  was  revived  a 
few  weeks  ago.  I  had  the  matter  in  charge  and 
saw  the  superintendent  of  sewers,  who  said  it 
was  not  his  duty  to  dredge  this  canal.  It  has 
been  done  under  his  supervision  several  times, 
but  he  felt  that  since  the  improved  sewerage  en- 
tered the  canal  he  was  no  longer  responsible  for 
it.  I  then  went  to  the  city  engineer  and  he  does 
not  think  it  is  his  business  to  do  it.  But  he 
says  in  his  communication  that  it  is  a  thing 
which  should  be  done,  and  in  consultation  with 
him  he  expressed  the  opinion  that  there  was 
jnoney  enough  in  the  special  appropriation  for 
Albany-street  bridge  which  would  not  be  needed 
just  at  present,  and  which  could  be  used  to  do 
this  work.  o*nl  he  said  that  if  it  could  be  done 
in  that  way  it  would  not  be  a  tax  upon  either  his 
own  appropriation  or  on  that  of  the  Sewer  De- 
partment. He  suggested  that  we  should  ask  for  a 
transfer  in  this  way  to  do  this  work.  There  is  no 
question  but  that  the  work  will  have  to  be  done, 
and  tbere  is  no  question  in  my  mind  but  that 
the  city  will  be  compelled  to  do  it,  and  that,  if 
they  do  not  do  it  voluntarily,  the  State  Board 
of  Health  will  compel  them  to  do  it,  for  the 
canal  is  in  such  a  condition  that  no  vessel  will 
stay  there  at  night.  A  sewer  has  been  vomiting 
into  that  canal  tor  a  long  time.  The  canal  has  a 
deposit  of  sewage  five  or  six  feet  deep,  and  the 
stench  is  very  great  during  warm  weather,  es- 
pecially at  night.  That  is  the  explanation  of 
the  order.  I  know  the  canal  is  filled  with  a  de- 
posit that  ought  to  be  removed.  In  ord<n-  to  re- 
lieve the  City  Engineer  and  Improved  Sewerage 
and  Sewrr  Departments  of  the  burden  of  remov- 
ing it,  it  is  proposed  to  make  this  transfer  from 
the  special  appropriation  for  Albany-street 
bridge.  The  city  engineer  says  it  will  cost  about 
$2000,  and  we  have  drawn  the  order  so  that  the 
amount  to  be  expended  shall  not  exceed  that 
sum.  This  information  comes  from  the  city  en- 
gineer, who  has  had  the  matter  under  consider- 
ation for  two  weeks. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  asked  the  Chair  for  informa- 
tion, and  the  gentleman  who  attempted  to  give 
the  information  stated,  as  he  finished,  that  it 
would  cost  $2000.  I  do  not  know  as  the  city  en- 
gineer is  the  proper  person  to  consider  that  mat- 
ter. Now,  I  understand  that  if  there  has  been 
any  trouble  there  at  all  it  has  been  caused  by 
the  Sewer  Department.  I  understand  that  in 
stormy  weather  water  and  other  things  have 
accumulated  there,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  be- 
fore we  pass  this  order  we  should  refer  it  to  a 
committee  to  consider  and  report  all  the  facts  in 
regard  to  it,  so  that  we  may  know  just  where 
we  are.  It  seems  to  be  a  happy  faculty  of  de- 
partments to  tackle  an  appropriation  when 
a  department  has  been  specially  economi- 
cal ana  has  saved  part  of  an   appropriation. 


That  lias  been  the  case  with  this  special 
appropriation  for  the  Albany-street  bridge. 
This  is  the  third  time  that  this  special  appropri- 
ation has  been  encroached  upon.  Of  course  this 
economy  and  saving  speaks  volumes  for  the 
management  of  the  Bridge  Department  in  its 
expenditures  upon  the  Albany-street  bridge, 
and  it  seems  to  me  that  that  is  the  very  depart- 
ment which  should  have  the  benefit  of  any  sur- 
plus there  may  be  in  this  special  appropriation, 
because  they  need  the  money  more  than  other 
departments  do,  and  because  they  were  cut 
down  in  their  appropriations,  having  asked  for 
$110,000  and  received  only  $92,000.  If  there  is 
any  transfer  to  be  made  from  the  Albany-street 
bridge  appropriation  I  think  ft  should  be  made 
to  the  Bridge  Department.  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
move  the  reference  of  that  communication  to 
the  Committee  on  Sewers  on  the  part  of  the 
Board. 

Aid.  Lee— I  have  no  objection  to  the  reference 
to  either  committee,  but  I  do  propose  now  to 
place  myself  right  as  a  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Sewers.  The  alderman  on  my  extreme 
right  would  lead  this  Board  to  believe  that  the 
whole  sewage  of  Boston  was  emptied  into  Rox- 
bury  canal.  Mr.  Chairman,  there  has  not  been 
an  ounce  of  sewage  from  that  section  of  Boston 
emptied  into  the  Koxbury  canal  for  two  years, — 
not  since  the  intercepting  sewer  was  completed. 
When  the  intercepting  sewer  was  completed 
there  was  an  overflow  built  from  it,  which  was 
to  take  care  of  the  storm  water  in  case  of  heavy 
rains.  Now,  sir,  if  the  storm  water  that  has 
flowed  in  there  for  twelve  months  or  two  years 
past  has  placed  a  deposit  of  five  or  six  feet  of 
sewage  in  that  dock,  then  I  claim  that  it  is  time 
that  the  city  applied  to  the  Legislature  and  got 
some  authority  by  which  that  dock  or  canal  could 
be  filled  in.  The  whole  sum  and  substance  of 
it  is  this :  some  gentlemen  who  own  property 
along  the  line  of  that  canal  and  who  in  years 
past  have  got  the  city  to  go  in  there  and  dredge  it 
when  the  city  of  Boston  did  empty  its  sewage 
there,  now  come  in  nere  and  ask  the  city  to 
grant  them  the  same  privilege  that  they  had 
then.  I  trust  that  this  matter  will  go  to  some 
committee  other  than  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  because  I  believe  that  under  our  rule 
their  duty  is  merely  to  provide  the  means  when 
an  appropriation  is  asked  for.  Send  it  to  a  com- 
mittee to  consider  the  merits  of  the  question 
and  report  the  facts.  I  am  sorry  that  the  Alder- 
man bas  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on 
Sewers.  I  only  wish  that  he  had  moved  to  refer 
it  to  a  special  committee  of  this  Board  that  they 
might  investigate  it  thoroughly  and  report  all 
the  facts  here,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  when 
they  get  to  the  bottom  facts  they  will  be  con- 
vinced that  it  is  for  the  benefit  of  one  or  two 
owners  of  wharf  property  there  who  do  not 
want  to  go  down  into  their  own  pockets  and  pay 
the  expenses  of  dredging  that  canal,  which  they 
and  not  the  city  of  Boston  should  pay  for. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— If  this  were  private  pro- 
perty, as  the  Alderman  on  my  left  says,  the  city 
would  not  be  permitted  to  empty  its  sewage 
into  it.    It  is  a  canal — 

Aid.  Carroll— Does  the  city  empty  its 
sewage  into  it? 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— It  does.  A  great  many 
vessels,  over  200,  pass  through  there  every  year. 
The  city  engineer,  who  knows  as  much  about 
the  improved  sewage  as  any  of  us.  denies  that 
it  comes  under  his  department.  He  says  that  it 
is  the  sewerage  from  that  section  of  the  city  that 
empties  into  the  canal,  and  though  he  takes  care 
of  it  ordinarily,  since  the  improved  sewerage 
was  completed,  yet  in  rainy  weather,  when  his 
pumps  cannot  take  care  of  the  storm  water  it  is 
turned  into  that  outlet  and  it  passes  through  that 
basin.  The  fact  is  the  canal  is  full  of  that  de- 
posit and  ought  to  be  dredged  out.  This  petition 
is  signed  by  several  persons  who  are  owners  of 
property  there  and  are  interested  in  the  canal. 
Last  year  the  petition  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Sewers  and  lay  there  tbe  whole  year. 
I  have  had  several  interviews  with  the  superin- 
tendent of  sewers,  and  he  says  that  he  ought 
not  to  do  it,  that  it  does  not  belong  to  his 
department,  that  he  has  no  appropriation  for  it, 
and  that  he  needs  all  of  his  appropriation  to 
carry  on  the  legitimate  work  of  his  department. 
Then  I  went  to  the  city  engineer,  and  he  says  he 
cannot  do  it.  that  all  the  money  in  his  appro- 
priation is  for  the  payment  of  salaries  and  the 
performance  of  the  routine  duties  of  his  office, 
and  there  is  not  enough  in  his  appropriation  to 


487 


BOARD     OF     ALDERMEN. 


pay  for  doing  this  work :  but  after  consultation 
with  him  he  suggested  that  the  amount  might 
be  taken  from  the  appropriation  for  Albany- 
street  bridge,  and  that  that  work  "would  not  be 
affected  by  the  transfer,  and  he  says  in  his  re- 
port to  the  Board  that  the  thing  ought  to  be 
cleaved  out.  that  it  is  a  nuisance.  The  proba- 
bility-is that  if  we  do  not  do  it  the  State  Board 
of  Health  will  indict  the  city  or  compel  the  city 
to  remove  it,  a.s  it  is  a  nuisance.  It  is  a  detri- 
ment to  the  health  of  the  community  there.  It 
is  right  close  to  the  City  Hospital,  and  a  stench 
arises  from  it  at  night  that  reaches  a  long  dis- 
tance beyond  the  canal.  It  is  a  nuisance  that 
ought  to  be  abated  immediately.  I  thought  this 
was  the  easiest  w#y  to  do  ft,  and  the  city  engi- 
neer thought  it  was  the  easiest  way  to  get  over 
it  and  relieve  the  Sewer  Department  and  the  Im- 
proved Sewerage  Department  from  the  expense 
of  doing  the  work.  As  the  alderman  on  my  left 
charges  me  with  saying  that  all  the  sewage  of 
Boston  empties  into  that  place.  I  wish  to  say 
that  I  know  that  it  does  not  all  flow  in  there. 
But  the  sewage  from  a  large  portion  of  the  city 
does  flow  in  there— a  large  territorial  portion — 
and  it  has  flowed  in  there  for  a  good  many 
years,  and  it  has  been  cleared  out  periodically — 
I  don't  know  how  often,  hut  at  certain  periods 
it  has  been  cleared  out— by  the  Sewer  Depart- 
ment; and  now  that  the  sewage  is  expected  to 
pass  down  through  Moon  Island  into  the  sea, 
the  superintendent  of  sewers  feels  that  that  de- 
partment is  not  responsible  for  it,  because  the 
improved  sewerage  seems  to  have  taken  care  of 
it.  But  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  improved  sewer- 
age only  takes  care  of  it  in  dry  weather.  The 
deposit  has  been  allowed  to  accumulate  there 
to  such  an  extent  that  it  has  caused  a  nuisance 
that  ought  to  be  abated.  This  seems  to  be  the 
best  way  to  get  out  of  it.  If  the  matter  is  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  I  have  no 
doubt  they  will  judge  of  it  as  carefully  as  will 
any  other  committee. 

Aid.  Sullivan— How  about  the  Committee  on 
Sewers? 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— If  the  Committee  on  Sewers 
will  take  care  of  it  promptly  I  have  no  objection 
to  referring  it  to  them.  But  if  it  is  laid  over  for 
a  year,  as  it  was  last  year,  and  nothing  is  done 
about  it,  or  if  they  are  opposed  to  it,  I  should  ob- 
ject to  that  reference. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  should  like  to  inform  the 
alderman  that  I,  as  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Sewers,  am  not  opposed  to  it,  and  I  do  not 
know  anything  about.  I  don't  know  where  this 
canal  is.  But  I  do  know  something  about  dredg- 
ing, and  as  a  member  of  the  committee  I  would 
like  to  see  something  done  about  it. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— After  the  statement  of  the 
alderman,  I  am  willing  that  it  should  go  to  the 
Committee  on  Sewers. 

Aid.  Carroll— When  I  spoke  upon  this  mat- 
ter I  spoke  upon  a  matter  that  is  very  near  to 
the  people  whom  I  represent.  If  anybody  suf- 
fers largely  from  that  nuisance  I  believe  that 
my  constituents  suffer  as  much  as  anybody  else. 
I  hope  to  live  to  see  the  day  when  not  a  vessel 
will  be  seen  in  that  canal,  nor  even  in  the  South 
bay.  I  think  the  time  is  coming,  and  it  will  be 
only  a  few  years  hence,  when  there  will  be 
such  a  place  las  the  South  bay  in  name  only. 
The  stench  of  which  the  alderman  speaks  is  felt 
more  in  my  district  than  it  is  in  the  Highlands, 
because  the  entire  thing  comes  to  us  in  South 
Boston.  The  flats  of  South  bay  are  exposed  to 
the  sun,  and  it  is  a  disgrace  to  the  city  of  Boston 
that  such  a  nuisance  exists.  I  have  not  had 
enough  experience  in  City  Hall  to  find  out  or 
suggest  the  best  remedy  for  this  difficulty,  but  I 
do  know  that  it  is  a  matter  that  is  going  to  force 
itself  upon  the  members  of  the  city  government 
of  Boston,  and  that  in  the  near  future  they  will 
entirely  shut  up  the  South  bay  if  they  have  the 
power  to  do  so.  It  is  a  standing  disgrace  to  the 
city  of  Boston.  There  are  not  more  than  ten  or 
a  dozen  owners  of  wharves  there  who  are  being 
benefited,  and  for  what?  At  the  expense  of 
thousands  of  poor  people  who  are  going  every 
year  into  their  graves  from  diseases  contracted 
through  the  neglect  of  the  city  of  Boston  in  not 
shutting  up  that  place,  if  they  have  the  power. 
It  is  a  matter  that  the  people  of  South  Boston 
have  long  agitated  and  felt  ought  to  be  changed. 
You  also  have  to  spend  every  year  large 
amounts  for  salaries  of  drawtenders  and  assis- 
tant drawtenders.  After  you  pass  Dover-street 
bridge  you  have  only  one  bridge,  the  New  York 
&  New  England  railroad  bridge.  That  bridge  in 


opening  affords  facilities  to  what?  To  one  con- 
cern,and  it  does  not  do  even  that,  because  in  the 
last  few  years  the  vessels  go  through  the  Dover- 
street  bridge  draw  lay"  at  the  side  of  the  N.Y.&  N. 
E.  railroad, and  a  large  part  of  the  flats  are  vacant, 
so  much  so  that  the  people  of  the  Norway  Iron 
Works  had  to  dam  it  up  and  leave  the  water  in, 
the  stench  being  so  strong  towards  Washington 
Village  that  they  had  to  do  something  to  pro- 
tect the  people  employed  in  their  works.  Now 
it  seems  to  me  that  before  we  spend  any  money 
upon  this  canal  at  this  time  the  representatives 
of  the  people  should  consider  if  they  have  any 
power — because  I  place  that  qualification  upon 
it,  if  the  city  government  has  the  power,  which 
I  doubt,  because  the  United  States  government 
has  some  law  in  regard  to  navigation.  But  I 
think  the  time  has  come  when  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton should  appoint  a  committee  to  attempt  to 
shut  up  the  entire  South  bay  to  navigation. 
The  time  is  coming  when  the  South  Boston 
flats,  whi«h  are  now  being  filled  in,  and  are 
the  dumping  ground,  will  no  longer  be  needed 
as  a  dumping  ground,  and  a  new  dumping 
ground  will  be  required  for  the  garbage,  ashes, 
etc.,  and  the  territory  on  the  South  bay  is  the 
only  place  that  I  can  see  that  is  adapted  for 
such  a  purpose.  Before  we  spend  any  more 
money  in  dredging  this  canal  I  hope  the  city 
government  will  consider  all  those  things.  Be- 
lieving that  I  represent  the  best  sentiment  in 
South  Boston,  and  believing  that  that  senti- 
ment is  an  amen  to  the  project  of  filling  up  the 
South  Bay,  I  say  it  is  a  standing  disgrace  to  the 
city  of  Boston  to  tolerate  it  any  longer  if  we 
have  the  power  to  stop  it. 

Aid.  Bromwich— My  friend  from  the  Sixth 
District  says  that  since  he  has  been  in  this 
board  he  has  not  found  out  the  remedy  for  the  un- 
healthy state  of  the  section  from  which  we  both 
come.  I  am  rather  surprised  at  that,  because  it 
is  but  a  little  more  than  two  years  ago  when 
efforts  were  made  both  by  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men and  the  Common  Council  to  eradicate  a  very 
great  nuisance  that  lay  almost  under  the  win- 
dow of  the  house  where  the  gentleman  resides — 
certainly  it  is  not  far  off — and  if  the  alderman 
from  the  Sixth  District  will  only  annihilate  in 
some  manner  a  portion  of  the  Board  of  Health 
he  will  then  strike  at  the  root  of  the  nuisances 
that  are  being  carried  into  and  are  causing  suf- 
fering in  South  Boston.  This  order  that  has 
been  put  in  this  afternoon  touches  upon  the 
health  of  that  neighborhood  and  proposes  to  re- 
move the  accumulation  of  tilth  from  this  dock. 
I  will  move  to  amend  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Board  of  Health  instead  of  t  he  Committee  on 
Sewers — the  Committee  on  Health  I  would  say. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  state  for  the 
information  of  the  alderman  that  he  must  rule 
his  motion  out  of  order,  as  a  motion  to  refer  to 
a  standing  committee  of  this  Board  takes  prec- 
edence of  all  other  references. 

Aid.  Carroll— Before  the  gentleman  takes 
his  seat  I  would  like  to  ask  him  a  question.  He 
got  up  to  tell  how  little  I  knew  about  the  reme- 

Ald.  Bromwich— Will  the  alderman  please  ask 
the  question? 

Aid.  Carroll— I  hope  the  alderman  will  sug- 
gest a  remedy  before  lie  takes  his  seat. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  did. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  would  like  to  hear  the  gen- 
tleman repeat  the  suggestion. 

Aid.  Bromwich — I  say  that  after  the  action 
taken  by  the  Committee  on  Health  two  years 
ago  to  remedy  the  evil  that  was  troubling  us 
then  in  South  Boston  it  could  not  escape  the  no- 
tice of  the  alderman  as  to  where  to  strike  in  or- 
der to  remedy  the  evil  that  is  now  before  us, 
namely,  in  every  way  in  our  power  to  keep  apart 
— or  at  all  events  that  the  present  Commission 
on  Health  are  not  doing  what  they  should  do. 
In  other  words,  annihilate  them  entirely;  and 
until  you  do  that  you  will  never  have  a  clean 
part  of  the  city  there.  I  hope  that  is  plain 
enough. 

Aid.  Carroll— It  is  not  to  me.  Before  the 
gentleman  takes  his  seat  I  would  like  to  ask 
him  if,  with  all  Jus  experience  in  exterminating 
the  Board  of  Health  and  removing  nuisances 
from  South  Boston,  he  is  aware  of  the  fact  that 
it  requires  an  act  of  Congress  before  we  can  fill 
up  or  in  any  way  interfere  with  South  bay?  Is 
the  gentleman  aware  of  that  fact? 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  am  aware  of  the  fact  that 
when  the  alderman  i3  speaking  of  the  nuisance 
from  which  the  people  of  the  section  in  which  I 
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live  are  suffering,  and  which  caused  sickness 
and  death  to  some  of  the  inhabitants,  the  alder- 
man could  see  the  persistency  of  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  on  Health  in  not  doing  their 
duty  in  that  section.  I  wanted  to  illustrate  my 
remarks  by  what  the  alderman  said  about  the 
sickness  in  and  the  unhealthful  condition  of 
that  section  of  the  city.  In  regard  to  the  filling 
up  of  that  bay  with  sewage  and  other  matter,  of 
course  it  has  been  represented  to  you  that  there 
is  a  deposit  of  sewage  there,  and  I  thought  that 
it  it  was  interfering  with  the  health  of  the  com- 
munity the  Committee  on  Health  would  be  the 
proper  reference  to  make.  I  don't  know  that 
the  board  caused  a  stop  to  be  put  to  emptying 
the  sewage  in  the  Charles  river,  or  at  Braman's 
wharf,  but  they  did  it  in  one  of  the  sewers  that 
run  in  the  Calf  pasture;  and  if  they  did  that  they 
certainly  can  do  it  in  the  Roxbury  canal.  The 
question  is,  is  it  detrimental  to  health?  You 
say  it  is.  Then  who  are  the  best  judges  as  to 
whether  it  is  or  not.  The  paid  officers  of  the 
Health  Department.  Not  the  Committee  on 
Sewers,  but  those  who  are  paid  to  guard  the 
health  of  the  city.  Thinking  that,  I  also  thought 
they  were  the  proper  parties  to  refer  it  to.  I 
don't  know  whether  I  was  wrong,  but  I  thinklso 
still. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— The  alderman  on  my  left 
finally  agrees  with  me  that  this  place  is  a  nui- 
sance, and  that  the  nuisance  ought  to  be  abated. 
Aid.  Carroll — Not  that  particular  place,  but 
the  whole  bay. 
Aid.  N.  G.  Smith — That  includes  this  place. 
Aid.  Carroll— That  is  part  of  the  bay. 
Aid.  N.G.  Smith — Now.  if  this  place  is  dredged 
it  will  not  be  a  nuisance  any  longer. 
Aid.  Carroll— What,  the  bay  will  not? 
Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— No,  this  particular  place. 
If  this  deposit  that  has  been  allowed  to  accumu- 
late for  the  last  few  years  is  removed,  it  will  be 
no  longer  dangerous  to  the  health  of  the  peo- 
ple. i\ow  the  alderman  opposite  asks,  is  it  dan- 
gerous to  health?  If  there  is  a  deposit  five  or 
six  feet  deep  in  that  canal,  and  the  city  engi- 
neer says  it  is  so,  and  it  ought  to  be  removed, 
there  is  no  doubt  about  its  being  dangerous  to 
the  health.  The  Board  of  Health  has  told 
you  five  or  six  times  that  sewage  deposit  is  one 
of  the  most  dangerous  to  the  public  health.  All 
the  filth  diseases,  like  typhoid  fever  and  diph- 
theria, come  from  sewage  matter  entirely.  Even 
the  gases  from  sewage  allowed  to  escape  in  your 
house  are  dangerous  to  health.  The  gases  that 
are  generated  oy  this  filth  being  stirred  up  in  the 
vessels  passing  in  and  out  are  a  thousand  times 
more  dangerous  than  that  which  permeates 
your  house  by  leakage  from  the  sewer  pipes,  and 
they  spread  over  a  greater  territory.  Your  City 
Hospital  is  in  that  immediate  vicinity,  and  so 
also  is  a  large  part  of  the  population  in  my  dis- 
trict. Now,  I  do  not  believe  that  the  best  way 
to  abate  the  nuisance  is  to  fill  up  the  canal, 
which  affects  a  great  many  people.  From  the 
fact  that  a  large  part  of  the  population  of  the 
city  live  in  that  direction,  their  supplies  are 
brought  directly  by  sea  up  that  canal.  They  buy 
their  coal,  their  brick,  their  lumber  and  lime, 
and  all  those  materials  cheaper  than  they  can 
buy  them  by  going  further  down  town.  They 
get  about  50  cents  off  on  a  ton  of  coal.  So  the 
canal  is  a  great  benefit -to  the  people,  if  the 
canal  is  kept  clear,  as  it  ought  to  be.  and  as  it 
will  be  if  this  sewage  is  taken  out  of  it  and  it  is 
dredged  periodically,  it  will  not  be  a  detriment 
to  health,  and  it  will  continue  to  be  a  great 
benefit  to  that  section  of  the  city.  It  will  cost  a 
great  deal  more  money  to  obliterate  it  than  it 
will  to  dredge  it  periodically.  It  will  only 
cost  a  little  money  to  dredge  it  out  now  and 
then.  I  am  entirely  disinterested  in  this  mat- 
ter. My  only  desire  is  for  the  welfare  of  that 
section  of  the  city.  I  do  not  care  what  com- 
mittee you  refer  it  to.  I  do  not  care  if  it  is  re- 
ferred to  the  Health  Commissioners.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  only  question  is.  where  we  shall 
get  the  money.  Therefore  I  asked  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  as  it  is 
really  a  question  where  we  shall  get  the  money. 
I  am  willing  to  refer  it  to  theCommittee  on 
Health  or  Sewers,  but  I  would  like  to  have  it 
attended  to  at  once. 
Aid.  Carroll— I  suppose  the  members   have 

fot  their  minds  made  up  about  this  matter,  but 
do  not  propose  to  allow  a  member  to  make  a 
statement  which  may  appear  to  be  a  fact,  but 
which  in  reality  is  not  a  fact,  as  has  been  done 
here.    While  I  am  a  member  of  this  Board  and 


have  as  strong  an  interest  in  the  section  which 
I  represent  as  the  alderman  has  for  the  section 
which  he  represents,  I  don't  propose  to  allow 
such  a  remark  to  go  uncontradicted.  When  the 
gentleman  says  that  the  people  in  that  section 
can  buy  their  coal  cheaper  than  in  any  other 
sections  of  the  city  he  states  what  is  not  a  fact. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  stated  that  the  people 
living  in  that  section  can  procure  their  supplies 
cheaper  than  by  going  further  down  town  for 
them. 

Aid.  Carroll— That  means  what  I  stated. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— You  said  I  said  they  could 


procure  them  cheaper  than  the  people  in  other 

~idii" 
thing  of  the  kind. 


sections  could  procure  them.  _I  didn't  say  any- 


Ala.  Carroll— I  don't  think  there  is  any 
doubt  about  what  I  stated,  and  that  there  may 
be  no  doubt  I  will  state  again  that  when  the 
gentleman  says  that  people  can  buy  their  sup- 
plies furnished  above  Dover  -  street  bridge 
cheaper  than  they  can  by  going  down  to  the 
wharves  below  Dover  street,  he  may  state  that 
which  may  seem  to  him  to  be  a  fact,  but  which 
I  absolutely  know  is  not  a  fact. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— How  do  you  know  it  is  not 
a  fact? 

Aid.  Carroll— In  the  first  place  I  know  I  can 
buy  coal  at  Batchelder's  wharf,  at  Chapin's 
wharf,  or  Wellington's  wharf  cheaper  than  it 
can  be  bought  above  Dover-street  bridge.  If  the 
alderman  has  any  doubt  of  that  I  will  demon- 
strate it  so  positively  in  10  minutes  after  I  leave 
this  hall  that  there  will  be  no  doubt  about  it. 
Now  that  the  members  of  this  Board  who  have 
not  seen  this  place  may  understand  something 
about  it,  I  wish  to  say  that  there  is  a  channel 
running  along  the  wharves  up  into  Koxbury 
canal.  There  is  just  one  man — possibly  two — 
that  derives  any  benefit  out  of  the  Roxbury 
canal.  I  think  the  alderman  will  admit  that. 
There  are  12  owners,  including  the  Sewer  and 
Paving  wharves,  and  the  Health  and  South  End 
yards,  that  have  property  along  that  line.  On 
the  other  side  stands  the  Old  Colony  wharf, 
which  has  furnished  coal  to  the  Old  Colony 
road,  but  outside  of  that,  away  to  the  Norway 
Iron  Works,  which  has  its  coal  delivered  by 
vessels  passing  through  the  New  York  &  New 
England  railroad  bridge,  but  now  having  their 
lands  filled  in  so  that  they  don"t  go  through  the 
bridge,  and  the  vessels  remaining  on  this  side 
there  is  no  necessity  for  having  a  bridge  there. 
Now  if  you  are  going  to  do  anything  like  what 
is  proposed,  the  people  of  South  Boston  ask  and 
demand  that  the  whole  bay  shall  be  dredged.  I 
may  be  answered  by  the  statement  that  it  will 
cost  $25,000.  This  money  belongs  to  us  in  part, 
and  we  ought  to  derive  some  benefit  from  it  if 
you  are  going  to  spend  it  in  dredging.  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  making  this  plain,  simple  state- 
ment, that  the  dredging  of  the  Roxbury  canal 
means  the  dredging  of  a  particular  wharf  for  a 
particular  individual — not  over  two— and  leav- 
ing bare  the  entire  flats  that  the  members  of 
the  Board  who  frequent  that  section  know  are 
bare  at  half  tide.  By  the  filling  in  the  land  has 
been  driven  over  toward  South  Boston,  and  the 
channel  has  not  been  kept  deep  on  the  South 
Boston  side.  I  have  been  familiar  with  that 
section  from  my  boyhood.  Now,  sir,  if  we  make 
an  appropriation,  let  us  make  one  so  that  the  citi- 
zens of  South  Boston  who  suffer  the  most,  may  re- 
ceive some  share  of  the  benefits.  I  repeat  again 
that  an  appropriation  of  §2000  to  dredge  Rox- 
bury canal  means  nothing  more  or  less  than  the 
saving  of  §2000  to  that  single  individual.  We 
know  who  he  is.  When  he  was  a  member  of 
this  Board  he  always  preached  great  economy, 
and  in  his  absence  let  me  take  his  place  and 
preach  economy.  The  rule  he  preached  while 
here  is  good  enough  to  be  preached  by  me  in  his 
absence. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  knew  what  the  animus  of 
this  opposition  was  before.  But  I  did  not  sup- 
pose the  members  of  this  Board  would  so  far 
forget  their  public  duties  as  to  allow  their  per- 
sonal grievances  to  crop  otit  against  private  in- 
dividuals. The  name  of  the  person  he  refers  to 
is  not  on  this  petition  at  all. 

Aid.  Carroll— Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  not  allow 
the  gentleman  at  any  time  to  state  what  I  mean 
unless  he  knows;  and  I  have  not  stated  any- 
thing by  which  he  knows  to  whom  I  referred. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— The  alderman  stated  that 
he  referred  to  a  former  member  of  this  Board 
from  that  district. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  did  not  say  so.    I  call  for  the 
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reading  of  the  stenographer's  notes.  More  than 
one  person  has  been  a  member  of  the  city  gov- 
ernment from  along  those  wharves. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— If  the  alderman  denies  that 
he  stated  it  I  will  withdraw  the  remark. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  deny  it.  I  stated  that  there 
had  been  more  than  one  man  from  along  those 
wharves  in  the  city  government. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  am  perfectly  convinced 
to  whom  the  gentleman  refers. 

Aid.  Carroll— That  is  all  right. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— And  I  don't  thirds  anybody 
here  has  any  doubt  about  it.  The  parties  who 
sign  this  petition  are  L.  G.  Burnham  &  Co..  J. 
E.  Adams  &  Co.,  L.  B.  Morse,  Ham  &  Carter, 
and  Curtis  &  Pope.  So  it  seems  that  there  are 
more  than  two  individuals. 

Aid.  Carroll— Will  the  gentleman  allow  me 
to  ask  him  a  question? 

Aid.  K.  G.  Smith— Certainly. 

Aid.  Carroll— Will  the  alderman  tell  us  who 
Curtis  &  Pope  are? 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— The  firm  (  f  Curtis  &  Pope 
is  composed  of  Mr.  Harry  Curtis  and  a  Mr.  Pope, 
both  young'  men,  neither  of  whom  were  ever  in 
the  city  government  in  any  way,  shape  or  man- 
ner. I  am  aware  of  the  fact  that  no  one  but 
these  individuals  have  an  interest  in  that 
firm. 

Aid.  Carroll— Mr.  Chairman. 

The  Chairman— Does  Aid.  Smith  give  way? 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— Yes,  sir. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  would  ask  the  gentleman  if 
he  knows  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  no  one  else 
has  a  private  interest,  or  if  he  is  only  stating  his 
impression? 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  don't  know. 

Aid.  Carroll  —  i  only  want  to  know  how 
familiar  he  is  with  the  firm  of  Curtis  &  Pope. 
Some  one  has  said  they  are  sons  of  that  person. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  didn't  suppose  that  the 
afflictions  of  the  fathers  were  to  be  visited  on 
the  children. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  don't  think  you  know  where 
the  Roxbury  canal  is. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  haven't  anything  more  to 
say  about  it,  Mr.  Chairman,  than  this,  that  this 
arises  entirely  from  a  personal  feeling,  and 
private  matters  ought  not  to  interfere  with 
public  improvements.  Now.  it  is  a  matter 
of  fact  that  there  is  a  nuisance  there 
and  it  ought  to  be  abated.  It  doesn't  make  any 
difference  whether  there  is  a  party  on  that 
canal  who  is  objectionable  to  certain  individ- 
uals here.  That  is  no  reason  why  the  canal 
shouldn't  be  cleared  out,  or  is  one  of  the  worst 
reasons  that  could  be  given.  If  there  is  a  nui- 
sance there,  and  it  is  detrimental  to  the  health 
of  the  city,— and  I  see  that  there  are  today  nine 
cases  of  typhoid  fever  in  the.  City  Hospital,  and 
that  is  a  filthy  disease,— the  matter  should  be 
looked  into  at  once.  If,  as  we  are  told  by  the 
city  engineer,  there  is  a  nuisance  there,  and 
there  are  five  or  six  feet  of  filth  in  the  place,  it 
should  be  cleaned  out,  and  the  question  is  for 
us  to  consider  what  is  the  best  way  of  cleaning 
it  out.  It  seems  to  me  I  have  suggested  the  best 
way,  which  will  be  the  least  burden  to  the  de- 
partment, and  it  seems  Lo  me  that  is  as  far  as  it 
should  go.  We  ought  not  to  bring  in  our  private 
quarrels  when  a  public  matter  comes  up  which 
may  be  of  such  importance  to  the  health  of  the 
city  as  this,  but  we  ought  to  have  the  work 
commenced  at  once.  We  should  try  to  lemedy 
the  evil  and  correct  it,  and  if  anybody  can  sug- 
gest any  better  way  than  I  have,  I  am  willing 
to  accept  his  suggestion. 

Aid.  Carroll— The  gentleman  takes  the  po- 
sition that  just  because  I  differ  witli  the  state- 
ments which  he  makes  in  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men that  this  is  a  proper  matter,  simply  because 
I  take  that  position.  It  would  be  very  unkind 
in  me  to  retaliate  and  say  that  gentlemen  are 
making  public  matters  which  are  private  to 
them,  because  it  may  politically  benefit  them. 
That  may  be  unkind,  and— 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— And  it  is  untrue,  too. 

Aid.  Carroll— Yes,  and  untrue,  but  no  more 
so  than  the  statement  which  has  been  made  by 
the  gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat 
about  me  bringing  my  private  matters  into  pub- 
lic questions.  The  gentleman  he  refers  to  I 
never  addressed  a  word  to  in  my  life,  never 
crossed  swords  with  politically  in  my  life,  and 
there  was  never  an  occasion  that  I  know  of 
where  he  and  I  came  in  conflict,  nor  has  there 
been  any  case  where  he  has  benefited  or  hurt 
me.    So  the  impression  he  attempts  to  leave  is 


entirely  unfounded  and  is  as  untruthful  as  the 
statement  I  would  make  if  I  should 
say  that  he  was  benefitting  his  polit- 
ical ambition  by  promoting  something 
which  would  be  to  leave  the  record 
in  that  way.  Now  I  don't  believe  that  the  gen- 
tleman who  has  just  taken  his  seat  knows  where 
the  Roxbury  canal  is.  The  reason  I  would  give 
for  coming  to  that  conclusion  is  this  simple  tact, 
that  I  have  the  petition  here  with  the  names  on 
it,  and  there  is  but  one  firm  on  that  canal.  I 
don't  call  the  South  bay  the  Roxbury  canal.  I 
know  it  isn't  true,  and  if  he  knows  anything 
about  it  he  knows  it  isn't  true.  Mr.  Burnham 
is  not  on  the  Roxbury  canal;  if  the  gentleman 
doesn't  know  it,  there  is  information  for  him. 
Mr.  Morse  is  not  on  that  canal.  He  is  on  the 
other  end  of  the  canal.  Mr.  Adams  is  not  on  the 
Roxbury  canal,  if  it  is  Adams  the  drain  pipe 
man.  He  is  away  down  on  Albany  street.  You 
might  as  well  say  the  city  property  is  on  the 
Roxbury  canal. 

Aid.  N .  G.  Smith— Are  those  names  on  that 
petition. 

Aid.  Carroll— Certainly.  I  am  reading  no 
other  names  than  those  on  the  petition.  I  am 
quoting  them  from  the  petition.  Ham  &  Car- 
ter, are  away  clown  on  Maiden  street,  nearly 
half  a  mile  from  the  Roxbury  canal.  There  is 
.one  firm  mentioned  here  which  is  on  the  Rox- 
bury canal,— not  the  first  one  on  the  petition, 
but  the  last,  the  firm  of  Curtis  &  Pope.  I  knew 
one  of  the  members  of  that  firm  as  a  boy,  and 
grew  up  with  him,  and  if  I  could  properly  do  so, 
I  would  like  to  do  anything1  in  my  power  to  as- 
sist him.  But  when  there  is  a  measure  brought 
in  under  cover  of  meaning  one  thing,  when  it 
really  means  something  else,  I  don't  propose  to 
be  fooled  in  that  way.  If  there  is  any 
doubt  about  it  let  him  go  to  any  of  the 
departments.  "It  a'n'  for  me'  it  is  for  some 
of  the  boys.''  It  is  an  old  story,  and  the 
gentleman  who  brings  it  up,  ought  to  know 
what  he  is  talking  about.  He  produces  but  one 
firm  on  the  Roxbury  canal,  and  the  balance  are 
far  from  it.  This  gentleman  who  has  carried 
this  before  the  public  as  a  reformer,  and  I  never 
see  one  of  them  but  what  I  tell  him  what  I 
think.  I  say  they  want  work  done  for  their  pri- 
vate benefit  at  the  city's  expense,  and  unless 
something  different  is  shown,  I  shall  not  vote 
for  it. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  desire  to  say  that  if  what 
is  called  a  reformer  is  not  a  proper  person  to 
petition  this  Board,  I  have  no  more  to  say. 

Aid.  Lee— Since  I  have  become  a  member  of 
this  Board,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  received  in- 
structions from  the  Law  Department  which, 
when  it  is  called  upon,  gives  legal  instructions. 
I  have  been  informed  bv  him  several  times, 
since  my  occupancy  of  a  seat  in  this  Board,  that 
unless  a  member  had  a  legal  claim  upon  the 
money  of  the  city  treasury,  no  committee  and 
no  member  of  either  branch  of  the  city  govern- 
ment had  a  right  to  dispense  that  money.  Now, 
my  position,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  in  asking  that 
this  may  be  referred  to  a  committee  to  investi- 
gate the  statement  which  has  been  made  that 
there  are  five  or  six  feet  of  sewage  in  the  Rox- 
bury canal,  which  had  been  brought  there  by 
the  city  emptying  its  sewage  in  there.  I  claim 
that  is  my  only  motive,  that  I  desire  that  some 
committee  may  investigate  and  find  out  if  it 
is  an  absolute  truth.  I  have  no  opposition  to 
any  gentleman  who  may  own  a  wharf  or  oc- 
cupy a  wharf  along  on  the  line  of  the  Roxbury 
canal.  I  do  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  so  far  forget  my 
public  duties  that  I  will  let  any  personal  or  politi- 
cal interference  persuade  me  from  doing  that 
which  I  believe  is  my  public  duty,  and  the  duty  I 
owe  to  the  citizens  of  Boston.  Far  from  it.  Now 
I  claim  that  there  is  no  nuisance  made  by  the 
city  of  Boston,  and  if  no  nuisance  is  made  by 
the  city  of  Boston,  then  we  have  no  right  to  go 
into  the  Roxbury  canal,  and  to  take  the  money 
with  which  to  do  this  work  from  the  city  treas- 
ury. I  say  there  is  an  overflow  there,  and  all 
this  water  comes  in  there  through  that  over- 
flow, and  it  is  storm  water.  Now  the  alderman 
upon  my  right  tells  you  that  where  this  is 
dumped  upon  the  flats  around  there,  it  natu- 
rally flows  into  that  wide  eddy,  and  may  have 
filled  up  the  canal.  Is  the  city  of  Boston,  then, 
bound  to  disburse  its  money  in  the  interest  or 
individuals,  and  clean  out  that  canal?  I  would 
be  the  last  man  who  would  stand  up  in  my 
place  in  this  Board  and  say  that  $2000  or  $20,000 
should  not  be  expended,  if  it  was  a  sanitary 
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measure,  and  the  city  of  Boston  were  the  pro- 
moters of  that  which  would  make  this  un- 
healthy. Far  from  it.  That  is  my  only  reason 
in  asking  that  this  might  go  to  a  committee, 
that  the  whole  matter  might  be  thoroughly  in- 
vestigated, and  if  the  city  of  Boston  is  to  blame, 
no  man  at  this  Board  will  vote  for  a  larger  ap- 
propriation than  I  will  to  bave  the  evil  reme- 
died. 

Aid.  Allen— I  don't  suppose  I  can  throw  any 
additional  light  on  this  subject,  hut  I  do  wish  to 
say— living  m  a  section  where  this  Roxbury 
canal  is ;  at  least,  it  borders  upon  the  section  I 
have  the  honorto  represent— thatitis  an  intoler- 
able nuisance  and  ought  to  be  abated.  Whether 
it  was  a  nusiance  created  by  the  city  of  Boston 
or  some  one  else,  I  am  not  capable  of  saying. 
But  I  believe  it  should  be  referred  to  some  ap- 
propriate committee  who  should  determine  in 
regard  to  it,  and  if  it  should  be  decided  that  it 
is  a  nuisance  created  by  the  city  of  Boston  let 
us  take  hold  of  it  manfully  and  abate  it.  If  the 
blame  should  rest  with  some  one  else  let  it  be 
placed  where  it  belongs  and  see  that  some 
course  is  adopted  to  oblige  whoever  may  be  to 
blame  to  abate  the  nuisance.  I  am  sorry  that 
this  discussion  has  taken  so  wide  a  range.  I 
don't  suppose  it  was  ever  started  for  finding  out 
who  were  the  special  or  general  partners  in  the 
firm  of  Curtis  &  Pope.  IS  either  do  I  expect  that 
we  are  an  advertising  board  to  find  out  whether 
coal  can  be  bought  cheaper  above  the  Dover- 
street  bridge  or  below  it. 

Aid.  Carroll— As  a  member  of  the  Board, 
whenever  I  find  that  an  associate  of  mine  in  this 
Board  places  us,  as  the  alderman  does,  in  the 
position  of  an  advertising  board,  I  propose  to 
take  my  opportunity  to  add  this,  that  coal  is 
cheaper  below  the  Dover-street  bridge,  and  I 
have  no  apologies  for  making  the  statement. 

Aid.  Bromwich—  I  don't  know  who  the  alder- 
man is  who  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Sewers,  but  I  will  say  that  if 
what  some  of  the  aldermen  have  stated  is  true, 
that  it  belongs  to  private  individuals  to  clean 
that  place  out,  and  another  alderman  has  said 
that  it  is  a  nuisance,  I  think  the  Board  of 
Health  would  be  the  proper  persons  to  go  to,  as 
it  is  a  matter  connected  with  health.  I  think  on 
that  account  that  it  should  be  referred  to  the 
Health  Commissioners.  I  think  that  would 
hasten  matters,  because  if  they  should  report 
back  again  that  the  State  thought  it  was  no 
business  of  the  city's,  and  that  it  belonged  to 
private  parties  to  take  care  of  the  matter,  it 
would  then  have  to  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Health  to  bring'  in  an  order  that  it  was  a 
nuisance  and  order  those  parties  to  remove  it.  I 
think  that  would  hasten  it. 

The  Chairman— The  question  is  on  reference 
to  the  Corniriittee  01i  Sewers  (Aid.),  but  before 
putting'  the  motion  he  desires  to  call  attention 
to  Rule  22.  Under  that  the  Chair  cannot  enter- 
tain the  previous  motion  made  by  the  alder- 
man. 

The  communicai  ion  and  order  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Sewers  (Aid.) 

STABLES. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health  (Aid.),  recommending  that 
leave  be  granted  for  the  occupancy  of  stables, 
upon  the  usual  conditions,  as  follows : 

Hiram  P.  Lane,  new  wooden,  three  horses, 
Jenkins  street,  Ward  15. 

Mary  E.  Moulton,  new  wooden,  two  horses, 
Gleason  street,  between  Bicknell  avenue  and 
Warner  avenue,  Ward  24. 

Michael  Fitzgerald,  new  wooden,  three  cows, 
Centre  street,  near  Allston  street,  Ward  24. 

Bei.orts  accepted,  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

FINANCIAL  REPORTS. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  as  follows: 
Free  Concerts. 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred by  the  Common  Council  the  order  to  pro- 
vide concerts  on  the  Common,  etc.,  having  con- 
sidered the  subject,  respectfully  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  order  in  the  following  new 
draft  : 

Ordered,  That  the  city  messenger,  under  the 
direction  of  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  authorized 
to  arrange  for  furnishing  concerts  on  the  Com- 
mon and  other  public  squares  during  the  com- 
ing summer  months,  and  to  expend  for  such 


purpose  the  sum  of  83000 ;  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  incidentals. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 
Stony  Brook. 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  were  re- 
ferred the  communication  from  the  superinten- 
dent of  sewers  in  relation  to  providing  fences 
along  the  channel  of  Stony  brook,  and  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Sewers  on  the  same 
subject,  having  considered  the  matter,  respect- 
fully recommend  the  passage  of  the  following 
order : 

Ordered.  That  the  city  auditor  be  authorized 
to  transfer  the  sum  of  §9000  from  the  reserved 
fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Stony  brook  im- 
provement, and  the  superintendent  of  sewers  is 
authorized  to  expend  said  sum  in  I  he  construc- 
tion of  fences  and  safeguards  along  the  channel 
of  Stony  brook,  where  he  may  consider  the 
same  to  be  necessary. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed,  yeas  12,  nays  0, 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

Court  House  Loan. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred by  the  Common  Council  the  communica- 
tion from  the  city  treasurer,  informing  the  City 
Council  of  his  inability  to  secure  any  bids  for 
the  loan  of  8800,000  for  the  new  Court  House, 
having  considered  the  subject,  respectfully 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order : 

Ordered,  That  the  city  treasurer  be  hereby 
authorized  to  borrow  the  sum  of  8800,000  for  a 
term  of  not  less  than  30  nor  more  than  50  years, 
and  at  a  rate  of  interest  not  exceeding  4  per 
cent  per  annum :  the  certificates  of  indebtedness 
to  be  known  as  the  "Suffolk  County  Court  House 
Loan;"  said  sum  to  be  appropriated  and  ex- 
pended for  the  purposes  set  forth  in  Chapter  101 
of  the  Acts  of  the  year  1887. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule,  yeas  12,  nays  0.    Sent  down. 

MEMORIAL  DAT. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred by  the  Common  Council  the  order  to  pay 
the  sum  of  8300  to  each  of  the  Grand  Army  posts 
in  ±Soston  to  defray  the  expenses  of  Memorial 
day,  etc.,  having  considered  the  subject,  respect- 
fully recommend  the  passage  of  the  order  in  the 
following  new  draft ; 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
the  commander  of  each  post  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  rcepublic  located  in  Boston  the  sum  of 
8300,  to  be  used  in  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Memorial  day,  or  in  the  relief  of  the  families  of 
deceased  or  disabled  soldiers  or  sailors,  said  sum 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  public 
celebrations. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was 
put  upon  its  passage. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  move  to  substitute  for 
8300  the  sum  8400.  I  do  it  for  this  reason :  This 
has  been  an  annual  donation  to  the  posts  of  the 
city  for  quite  a  number  of  years,  dating  back  to 
20  years  ago,  I  believe. 

Aid.  Allen— It  was  8200  until  two  years  ago, 
and  then  it  was  made  S300. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  am  glad  to  hear  it  has 
been  raised :  8200  then  was  a  sum  equal  to  five 
or  six  hundred  at  the  present  day ;  8400  is  a  very 
small  sum  for  the  amount  of  work  they  do, 
even  in  the  celebration  of  Memorial  day.  As 
this  comes  under  the  head  of  Public  Celebra- 
tions, I  think  it  should  be  spent  in  that  way.  I 
say  nothing  about  the  amount  they  contribute 
for  the  support  of  their  comrades  and  disabled 
soldiers  who  are  not  members  of  the  post.  But 
I  will  speak  of  the  expense  of  the  ceremonies 
attending  on  the  celebration  of  Memorial  day. 
There  are  14  posts  in  this  city,  and  85000  is  ap- 
propriated for  all  those  posts.  Now,  it  costs 
each  one  of  those  posts  on  an  average,  to  pro- 
perly celebrate  that  day,  at  least  8700  or  8800,  of 
which  the  city  appropriates  8300,  and  the  mem- 
bers raise  the  remainder.  The  members  of  the 
Grand  Army  are  not  wealthy  men  in  any  sense. 
The  posts  are  typical  of  what  the  army  was. 
They  are  largely  made  up  of  men  in  the  ordi- 
nary walks  of  life,  not  capitalists,  men  who 
earn  their  living  by  the  sweat  of  their  brows, 
whose  money  conies  hard,  and  not  in  very  large 
sums  at  once.  In  former  times,  before  the  grass 
had  grown  over  the  graves  of  the  fallen  soldiers. 
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ai'd  when  their  memories  were  green  in  the 
hearts  of  their  friends,  their  mothers,  fathers 
and  families,  it  was  easy  for  the  comrades  of  the 
Grand  Army  to  go  about  the  street  with  a  sub- 
scription paper  and  raise  a  sufficient  amount 
of  money  for  the  proper  celebration  of  the  day, 
It  was  also  easy  for  them  to  accumulate  large 
quantities  of  flowers,  and  rare  flowers  at  that. 
That  is  all  changed,  today,  Mr.  Chairman,  and 
it  is  with  great  difficulty  that  flowers  are  pro- 
cured at  all.  I  think  it  would  be  utterly  impos- 
sible for  any  post  in  this  city  to  procure,  today, 
by  subscription  a  sufficient  amount  o+'  flowers 
to  decorate  the  graves  which  that  post  has  in 
charge  to  decorate.  Some  of  them  have  two  or 
three  hundred  graves  to  decorate ;  some  have 
not  so  many.  Today  they  have  to  buy  those 
flowers.  They  cannot  indulge  in  any  fine 
wreaths,  bouquets  and  other  floral  decorations 
as  they  used  to  do.  So  they  have  to  buy  modest 
wreathes  and  crosses.andthe  cost  of  the  flowers 
is  almost  all  of  that  $300.  They  have  to  supply 
a  band  of  music  and  a  little  collation  to  the 
comrades.  Although  the  duty  is  a  very  pleasant 
one,  it  is  very  arduous,  tramping  through  the 
cemeteries  and  parading  through  the  streets.  It 
actually  costs  each  post  about  $700,  and  as  I 
said  before,  $400  today  is  not  equivalent  to  $200 
a  few  years  ago.  I  think  that  in  a  pecuniary 
view  the  city  of  Boston  can  afford  this  increased 
appropriation,  because  this  $5000  appropriated 
for  this  matter  is  really  for  charity.  The  Grand 
Army,  through  its  posts,  expends  much  more 
than  that  sum  for  charitable  purposes  every 
year,  and  in  that  way  they  save  the  city  much 
more,  from  the  fact  that  the  people  who  are 
taken  care  of  privately  and  unostentatiously  by 
them  would  be  charges  upon  the  city  and  the 
city  would  be  obliged  to  take  care  of  them.  It 
is  a  judicious  expenditure  of  this  money  to  in- 
crease the  appropriation  for  these  posts  and  it 
will  encourage  them  in  their  work.  1'he  addi- 
tional $100  will  only  exceed  the  appropriation  a 
small  sum  and  we  can  transfer  that  from  the 
reserved  fund: 

Aid.  Carroll— $1400. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith- It  will  be  $000.  That  will 
be  money  well  spent  and  will  return  to  the  city 
a  good  interest.  I  have  ventured  to  offer  this 
amendment  because  I  felt  a  few  weeks  ago  that 
the  Grand  Army  had  some  standing  in  this 
Board  and  that  every  member  here  was  favor- 
able to  it,  and  that  what  they  were  willing  to  do 
for  an  individual  post  they  would  be  willing  to 
do  for  the  posts  collectively.  Now  what  I  ask  is 
not  for  any  individual  post,  but  is  for  all  the 
posts.  I  venture  to  say  that  it  is  a  thing  which 
the  Grand  Army  will  appreciate  more  than  any- 
thing else  which  has  been  done  for  them  this 
year,  and  I  believe  that  every  member  of  this 
Board  will  concur  with  me. 

The  question  was  upon  the  amendment  to 
make  the  amount  $400. 

Aid.  Allen— I  simply  desire  to  say  in  defence 
of  the  committee  that  we  took  the  order  as  it 
came  from  the  Finance  Committee,  asking  for 
$300.  The  facts  are  these,  that  the  yearly  sum 
furnished  to  each  post  in  years  gone  by  was  $200. 
In  1885  it  was  increased  to  $300,  and  there  was 
the  same  amount  appropriated  in  188G,  and  the 
order  came  before  us  for  a  similar  amount  this 
year— $300.  I  am  not  quite  certain,  although  I 
presume  the  alderman  is  right  in  saying  that 
there  are  14  posts,  which  would  make  the  total 
amount,  if  the  sum  recommended  is  voted,  $4200. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Board  will  remember  that  a 
short  time  ago,  in  making  up  our  appropriation, 
we  put  down  for  public  celebrations  various 
items;  celebration  of  May  30.  $5000,  and  then 
June  17,  July  4,  and  so  on.  The  sum  asked  for 
by  the  order  which  was  submitted  to  the.  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  was  within  the  appropriation. 
The  sum  asked  for  by  the  amendment  is  in  ex- 
cess of  the  appropriation.  These  are  all  the 
facts  without  attempting  to  prejudice  your 
minds  either  for  the  $300  or  against  the  $400.  I 
have  simply  stated  the  case  as  it  stood  before 
the  Finance  Committee. 

Aid.  Carroll— Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen 
of  the  Board.  lam  one  of  those  men  who,  at 
least  on  this  matter,  require  no  defence  and  no 
apology  for  my  action.  It  has  appeared  to  some 
of  the  gentlemen  within  a  week  or  two  that 
there  were  some  friends  of  the  Grand  Army 
here,  and,  as  the  boy  says,  the  train  is  going  out 
of  the  depot,  and  somebody  proposes  to  catch  on 
to  the  train,  and  I  for  one  don't  propose  to  allow 
my  sympathies  to  be  played  on  or  to  be  put  in  a 


false  position.  But  I  would  call  the  attention  of 
the  alderman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat  to  a 
matter  of  great  importance,  and  that  is  if  you 
go  outside  of  your  appropriation  you  have  not 
the  money  without  cutting  the  appropriation 
for  something  else  or  for  some  other  depart- 
ment, which  will  have  to  come  later  on.  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  am  a  sympathizer  with  and  a  friend 
of  the  Grand  Army,  and  I  think  it  is  unnecessa- 
ry to  state  that  other  members  of  the  Board  are 
strong  sympathizers  with  them,  and  gave  an 
honest  demonstration  of  it  a  little  while  ago  by 
something  more  forcible  than  language.  It  isn't 
a  proper  thing,  though,  to  come  in  here  and, 
because  the  members  of  the  Board  sympathize 
with  the  Grand  Army,  to  impose  upon  that  sym- 
pathy and  ask  them  to  vote  $400  to  each  post, 
when  it  has  been  increased  in  the  last  two  years 
$100.  I  for  one  will  vote,  without  concealment 
of  any  kind.and  I  want  the  whole  world  to  know 
it,  for  $300.  I  think  the  city  government  is  act- 
ing very  properly  in  giving  the  posts  $300  apiece. 
I  would  cheerfully  vote  to  do  what  is  asked  if 
there  was  an  ample  appropriation,  so  tfiat  we 
would  not  overload  ourselves;  but  we  cannot 
do  it  under  the  way  that  the  Appropriation  bill 
has  been  passed.  It  is  all  very  well  to  have  men 
discover  at  this  late  day  what  strong  sym- 
pathizers members  of  the  Board  are  of  the 
Grand  Army.  The  only  trouble  has  been  hi  the 
past  that  the  idea  has  seemed  to  be  simply  this, 
that  because  every  one  didn't  bear  a  gun  he 
wasn't  in  a  position  to  read  the  history  of  our 
country.  I  think  the  sooner  they  leave  that 
idea  alone  the  better,  because  the  younger 
people  are  acquainted  with  the  history  of  their 
country,  while  their  youth  prevented  them 
from  going  into  the  army.  There  is  a  strong 
feeling  everywhere  in  favor  of  the  Grand  Army ; 
at  least  I  know  there  is  in  South  Boston,  and  m 
other  sections  of  the  city  it  is  the  same.  But, 
while  I  will  vote  for  the  original  order  as  it 
stands,  to  give  $300,  I  cannot  vote  for  the  pro- 
posed $400,  because  I  do  not  think  that  the 
gentleman  who  offered  the  amendment  gave  it 
the  honest  consideration  it  deserves;  and  he 
didn't  consider  the  fact  that  there  was  no  place 
for  this  additional  $100  to  each  post  to  come 
from. 

Aid.  N.  J.  Smith— I  am  not  one  of  those  trying 
to  catch  on  to  the  train.  I  am  already  on  it.  But 
I  did  think  that  the  alderman  on  my  left 
would  vote  for  this  order  without  any  explana- 
tion. A  man  who  stood  up  so  nobly  as  he  did  a 
few  weeks  ago  in  defence  of  the  Grand  Army, 
and  who  was  willing  to  give  them  a  brick  house 
worth  $40,000,  now  refuses  to  give  to  each  post 
the  paltry  sum  of  an  additional  $100.  This  is  a 
question  without  any  sentiment  in  it  whatever, 
or  any  politics  or  anything  else.  I  am  not  here 
trying  to  get  the  Grand  Army  vote  or  for  any 
other  purpose  except  to  represent  the  Grand 
Army,  of  which  I  am  a  member,  and  I  am  proud 
to  stand  here  and  represent  them  when  it  is  in  a 
just  cause.  Here  is  the  case  of  one  post— and  not 
the  largest  post  in  the  city  by  any  means,  but 
about  the  average— the  fifth  or  sixth— which 
spent  last  year  for  decoration  purposes  $759.32. 

Aid.  Carroll— What  post  is  that? 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— Post  No.  26  of  Roxbury. 
That  post  pays  $800  for  its  rent.  It  doesn't  have 
a  city  buildii  g  given  it  for  nothing,  but  pays  a 
rent  of  $800  a  year.  It  pavs  out  in  charity  as 
much  as  $800  a  year  more,  and  a  good  many  of 
the  persons  it  takes  care  of  and  supports 
would  otherwise  be  charges  on  the  city, 
am  not  speaking  of  that  post  especially; 
I  am  speaking  of  the  average  post.  What 
this  post  does  every  post  in  the  city 
does,  and  some  of  them  in  a  much  greater  de- 
gree ;  for  some  of  them  are  much  larger.  Posts 
15  and  7  pay  out  nearly  twice  as  much.  This 
post  has  207  members,  their  rent  costs  them  $800 
a  year,  and  they  spent  last  year  $759.32  in  deco- 
rating 342  graves.  The  post  decorates  every 
grave  it  rinds  in  its  district  which  is  the  grave 
of  a  soldier,  and  doesn't  ask  whether  the  soldier 
was  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  or  not.  When 
a  soldier  is  suffering  or  in  distress  it  isn't  asked 
what  post  he  belongs  to.  They  take  the  money 
from  their  own  pockets,  and  they  are  not  weal- 
thy men,  by  any  means.  They  represent  the 
same  element  that  was  in  the  army,  and  they 
cheerfully  give  from  their  small  means,  Now 
that  is  $759.32  that  lias  to  be  expended  on  deco- 
ration, of  which  $300  comes  from  the  city,  and 
the  other  $459  comes  largely  from  their  own 
pockets.    It  isn't  as  easy  to  go  around  with  a 
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subscription  paper  now  as  it  was  a  few  years  ago 
and  raise  $1000.  Everybody  doesn't  give  $10. 
The  alderman  on  my  left  says  that  he  gave  $10, 
but  every  one  does  not  give  $10  or  10  cents.  It  is 
with  great  difficulty  that  this  money  is  raised 
today,  although  these  men  give  their  time  and 
take  delight  in  it.  It  is  a  pleasant  service  to 
them,  and  it  will  be  a  nice  thing  for  the  city  to 
give  them  $300,  I  admit,  but  it  would  be  much 
better  for  the  city  to  give  them  $400.  If  the  city 
cannot  afford  to  do  it,  all  right ;  I  have  nothing 
to  say.  But  I  offered  this  amendment  feeling 
that  if  trie  city  could  afford  to  give  posts  brick 
houses  they  certainly  could  afford  to  give  them 
a  little  towards  paying  legitimate  expenses 
and  distribute  it  among  all  the  posts 
in  the  city.  I  have  not  asked  this 
for  any  individual  post,  and  not  because  there  is 
a  post  in  my  district  from  which  I  could  get  a 
large  number  of  votes  next  year.  I  have  asked 
it  for  every  post  in  the  city  and  have  asked  it 
without  any  feeling  that  I  may  gain  anything 
by  ik  I  don't  expect  to  gain  anything  by  it,  and 
don"  want  to.  I  ask  it  because  I  belong  to  the 
Grand  Arrnv  and  because  I  want  to  represent 
them  fairly,  and  I  would  say  to  you,  gentlemen, 
that  if  the  city  can  afford  to  spend  $15,000  on  a 
hurrah  for  a  royal  nibs  from  the  Pacific  ocean 
[laughter]  I  think  it  can  afford  to  spend  just  a 
little  money  for  its  citizens  who  represented 
them  during  those  trying  times.  That  is  what 
it  amounts  to.  A  certain  number  of  citizens 
were  taken  out  of  the  city  and  represented  the 
city  in  the  field,  and  as  far  as  we  know  they  all 
did  their  duty,  and  the  citizens  of  Boston  were 
satisfied  with  them.  When  they  came  back  a  good 
many  of  them  were  disabled  on  account  of  the 
service.  Their  comrades  take  care  of  them,  or 
try  to,  and  organize  themselves  into  posts  for 
the  purpose  of  mutual  assistance,  and  try  to 
take  care  of  each  other.  They  ask  their  fellow- 
citizens  in  some  instances  to  help  them,  and  the 
city  of  Boston  comes  in  and  helps  them  very 
generously.  Now  I  say  to  you  that  the  gener- 
osity of  three  years  does  not  represent  as  much 
today  as  it  did  then,  from  the  fact  that  this  or- 
ganization is  growing  older  and  older,  and  peo- 
ple don't  contribute  quiie  as  readily  as  they  did, 
and  by  and  by  I  should  ask,  if  I  was  here,  that 
the  city  of  Boston  give  $500  to  each  post,  and  in 
the  course  of  time  even  $600.  I  think  it  would 
be  money  well  spent  and  well  invested,  for  I  tell 
you  from  what  I  know  as  a  member  of  a  post  that 
these  people  save  the  city  of  Boston  more  than 
$50001  every  year  in  the  chairity  that  they  dis- 
pense to  their  members.  This  is  for  charity  as 
well  as  for  a  public  celebratien.  The  30th  of 
May  is  today  recognized  as  a  national,  public 
holiday.  It  ought  to  have  as  high  a  standing  in 
this  community  as  either  the  4th  of  July  or  the 
17th  of  June.  It  represents  a  larger  interest. 
Every  schoolboy  ought  to  be  as  much  interested 
in  the  affairs  that  took  place  25  years  ago  as  in 
those  that  took  place  over  100  years  ago. 
Now  we  appropriate  $12,000  for  the  celebration 
of  the  4th  of  July,  and  we  appropriate  $5000  for 
the  30th  of  May,  and  the  one  is  almost  100  years 
nearer  to  us  than  the  other,  and  is  certainly  of 
as  much  importance.  It  seems  to  me  that  I  am 
not  asking  anything  unreasonable  or  anything 
improper  when  I  ask  that  this  be  increased  to 
$400  for  each  post.  I  don't  cast  any  reflections 
on  this  committee;  I  don't  blame  them  for 
making  a  report  in  favor  of  granting  $300.  Of 
course  they  would  do  it,  because  there  was  no- 
body there  to  ask  for  anything  whatever,  and 
nobody  knew,  probably,  that  there  was  a  neces- 
sity for  an  additional  appropriation  this  year. 
But  there  is  a  necessity  for  it,  and  in  order  to 
help  these  posts  as  much  as  we  have  been  dis- 
posed to  help  them  in  past  years,  it  is  necessary 
to  gradually  increase  the  appropriation  as  the 
years  go  on.  If  you  don't  desire  to  do  it,  that  is 
all  right.  I  simply,  as  the  representative  of  the 
Grand  Army,  ask  you  to  do  it,  and  I  know  it  will 
be  appreciated  by  them,  and  I  know  that  it  will 
be  felt  that  the  city  has  dealt  generously  with 
them. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  look  upon  this  amendment 
which  has  been  put  in  to  increase  the  sum  as  I 
would  look  upon  any  increase  of  expense  in  a 
department.  Two  years  ago,  Iwhen  the  figures 
were  raised  from  $200  to  $300  of  course  it  was  done 
because  of  the  necessary  increase  of  debt  and 
number  of  graves  to  decorate,  and  it  was  neces- 
sary that  some  additional  money  should  be  ap- 
propriated. The  expense  is  now  every  year 
increasing  on  account  of  the  increased  duties 


which  the  members  of  tne  Grand  Army  have  to 
perform  every  year.  I  expected  that  this  in- 
crease would  be  made  last  year,  because,  as  I 
have  said,  the  duties  involving  upon  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Grand  Army  increase  every  year, 
and  certainly  their  expenses  must  increase,  un- 
less we  assist  them,  because,  as  the  alderman 
says,  the  voluntary  gifts  from  the  people  round 
about  them  have  not  been  so  liberal  as  they 
used  to  be.  So  I  am  not  at  all  surprised  that 
the  increase  has  been  asked  for  by  the  alder- 
man. I  hope  tne  Board  will  take  it  into  favor- 
able consideration,  and  although  1  think  the 
Finance  Committee  have  done  their  duty  in 
bringing  in  the  report  they  have — because  they 
have  seemingly  no  funds  to  take  the  increase 
from— still,  I  think  if  the  Board  will  pass  the 
order  giving  the  posts  $400  each,  the  funds  will 
be  found  ready.    That  is  all  I  have  to  say. 

Aid.  Carroll— As  one  of  those  who  voted  to 
give  the  brick  house  to  the  Grand  Army,  I  think 
that  the  vote  by  which  I  stood  in  favor  of  giv- 
ing that  brick  house  to  them  requires  no  de- 
fence. My  opinion  is— while  this  matter  has 
been  spoken  of  in  a  spirit  of  sarcasm— that  some 
people  have  had  their  ears  to  the  ground,  and 
have  found  that  because  they  were  not  willing  to 
give  the  brick  house  in  common  decency  to  the 
post  they  have  been  reminded  of  it,  and  they 
are  now  going  to  give  $100  to  each  post,  and  in 
that  way  square  themselves  as  members  of  the 
Grand  Army  for  what  they  ought  to  have  done, 
and  which  they  probably  got  a  forcible  reminder 
that  they  didn't  do.  It  is  well  enough  for  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  to  sarcastically  refer  to  the 
votes  of  others,  and  then  to  bring  in  a  banner 
triumphantly  inscribed.  "I  wanted  to  give  you 
$400,  while  the  rest  of  the  Board  only  wanted  to 
give  you  $300.  See  what  I  wanted  to  do."  It 
makes  them  great  fellows  at  our  expense ;  but 
when  we  wanted  the  people  to  stand  up  and 
vote  with  us  on  this  other  measure,  they  didn't 
think  so  much  of  it.  This  may  be  a  clear  way 
of  stating  tilings,  but  it  is  stating  plain,  homely 
facts  in  a  plain,  homely  way.  When  the  gentle- 
man spoke  about  people  strengthing  themselves 
in  elections  in  their  districts  two  posts  were 
spoken  of— Post  15  and  Post  7.  If  I  know  the 
district  where  I  live  aright,  and  I  have  never 
heard  it  charged  that  I  didn't  know  it  pretty 
well,  neither  of  those  posts  are  in  my  district. 
So  it  must  be  admitted  in  the  face  of  that  posi- 
tive fact  that  my  attitude  was  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  securing  their  votes.  I  did  not  support 
that  order  for  the  purpose  of  getting  votes, 
neither  will  I  now  retreat  from  the  position  I 
have  taken:  That  $300  is  a  proper  and  a  fair 
amount,  and  if  gentlemen  think  they  are  on  the 
train  they  will  find  that  the  conductor  will 
never  ask  them  for  their  ticket.  They  have 
made  their  mistake  and  they  see  it,  and  now 
they  propose  to  have  others  assist  them  in  re- 
moving the  impression  excited  by  that  mistake. 
For  one  I  refuse  to  follow  in  that  line.  As  I  said 
before,  I  will  vote  to  give  them  $300,  and  I  do  so 
with  no  disrespect  for  the  Grand  Army.  I  hold 
it  in  as  high  regard  as  anybody,  because  that 
which  I  held  dearest  in  life  will  receive  proper 
recognition  from  the  Grand  Army  on  next  Dec- 
oration day.  While  there  is  breath  in  my  body 
I  will  never  do  anything  which  may  seem  disre- 
spectful to  the  Grand  Army  and  which  will 
cause  me  to  blush,  because  he  who  was  dear  to 
me  is  now  sleeping  in  repose,  and  I  know  that 
the  Grand  Army  will  be  only  too  glad  on  next 
Decoration  day,  as  hi  the  past,  to  pay  the  respect 
to  those  remains  which  they  are  entitled  to. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  want  to  say  a  word,  so 
that  I  may  not  be  put  wrong  on  the  record.  I 
haven't  made  any  mistake;  that  is,  I  think  I 
haven't. 

Aid.  Carroll— That  is  it. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— The  Grand  Army  is  not  a 
political  machine.  It  wouldn't  make  any  dif- 
ference to  the  Grand  Army  whether  this  Board 
votes  for  this  or  not,  so  far  as  votes  are  con- 
cerned next  year.  If  every  member  of  the 
Board  votes  against  this  thing,  not  a  member  of 
the  Grand  Army  will  vote  against  a  member  of 
the  Board  for  that  reason.  That  thing  will 
never  be  mentioned  politically  in  any  post  in 
the  city.  They  are  not  politicians.  They  are 
banded  together  for  self-protection,  as  far  as 
their  individual  comfort  is  concerned,  not  for 
political  force.  They  haven't  anything  to  do 
with  politics. 

Aid.  Sullivan— They  do  in  East  Boston. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— They  may  m  East  Boston, 
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but  they  do  not  in  any  other  section  of  the 
city. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  would  say  that  there  are  a 
good  many  who  do  111  South  Boston,  also,  Mr. 
Chairman. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  don't  believe  the  alder- 
man states  the  facts  correctly.  I  have  no  doubt 
there  are  politicians  who  belong'  to  the  Grand 
Army,  and  who,  as  individuals,  go  into  politics. 
But  the  corner  stone  of  the  Grand  Army  is 
against  taking  any  part  in  politics  as  an  organi- 
zation, and  it  never  has  done  so.  If  any  mem- 
ber of  a  post  should  attempt  to  use  his  organi- 
zation tor  political  purposes  he  would  be  dis- 
missed from  that  posi  at  once.  That  I  know  to 
be  a  fact.  So  there  is  no  politics  in  this  matter 
at  all.  I  had  nothing  in  view  except  the  benefit 
of  the  Grand  Army  when  I  offered  this  amend- 
ment. I  had  no  fears  that  I  made  a  mistake 
two  weeks  ago,  because  I  know  I  did  not  make 
a  mistake  then.  I  stand  upon  my  record  of  two 
weeks  ago  squarely.  I  asked  that  the  order  to 
appropriate  the  building  for  the  purposes  of  the 
occupancy  of  a  Grand  Army  post  might  be  held 
in  abeyance  until  the  Committee  on  Armories 
could  decide  whether  it  could  be  used  to  greater 
advantage  for  militia  purposes.  That  is  all  I 
asked.  I  said  nothing  against  the  Grand 
Army  then.  Nobody  ever  heard  me  say 
anything  against  the  Grand  Army.  It  is 
an"  organization  I  am  proud  to  have  the 
honor  of  belonging  to.  I  did  not  intend  to  say 
anything  against  it  and  never  did  say  anything 
against  it.  I  always  speak  for  theGrand  Army,and 
I  want  to  say  this  for  the  Grand  Army,  that  it  is 
not  a  political  organization  in  any  sense,  and  so 
far  as  the  Grand  Army  is  concerned  it  would 
not  make  any  difference  with  any  gentleman  in 
this  Board  how  he  votes  on  this  order,  for  the 
members  of  the  Grand  Army  will  vote  for  him 
just  as  cheerfully  whichever  way  he  votes.  I 
guarantee  that  my  friend  on  my  left,  if  he  votes 
against  this  amendment  will  not  lose  a  single 
vote  by  it. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  do  not  ask  any,  Mr.  Chairman 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  want  that  to  be  put 
squarely  upon  the  record.  I  do  not  offer  this 
amendment  because  I  expect  to  get  any  votes 
by  it.  But  I  do  offer  it  because  the  city  recog- 
nized, two  years  ago,  that  the  appropriation 
should  be  increased,  and  every  reason  for  an  in- 
crease then  is  a  sound  reason  why  an  increase 
should  be  made  now.  In  1885  it  was  increased 
from  $200  to  $300.  Now  this  is  1887,  and  why 
should  it  not  be  increased  $100  and  make  it  $400? 
The  Grand  Army  is  getting  older,  the  expenses 
are  increasing,  more  graves  have  to  be  decorat- 
ed, the  old  men  are  becoming  more  debilitated, 
their  necessities  are  increasing  every  year. 
There  is  not  a  small  post  that  does  not  pay  for 
the  burials  of  as  many  as  three  members  every 
year.  They  will  average  that.  That  amounts 
to  $50  a  year  for  each  post  for  burials.  The 
city  would  have  to  bury  them  if  the  posts  did 
not.  There  are  $150  saved  to  the  city  every  year 
by  each  post.  As  they  grow  older  the  expenses 
will  be  more.  Those  on  the  Committee  on  State 
Aid  know  that  we  have  more  and  more  cases 
every  year  as  the  men  grow  older,  that  they 
come  more  frequently  and  stay  longer.  We 
have  to  pay  them  more  and  more,  and  it  is 
necessarily  so.  Now  if  there  was  sense  or  wit  in 
increasing  the  appropriation  two  year  ago  there 
certainly  is  the  same  reason  for  increasing  it  to- 
day. There  is  no  sentiment  in  it.  It  is  a  matter 
of  business.  The  posts  will  run  along  a  great 
while  and  take  care  of  themselves,  but  $100  a 
year  will  be  a  great  help  to  them.  I  shall  advo- 
cate with  all  my  heart  that  the  city  give  them 
$100  more,  and  to  do  it  we  shall  have  to  transfer 
only  $600  and  add  it  to  the  $5000,  and  if  this 
amendment  is  adopted  I  have  an  order  here 
which  I  propose  to  offer,  to  make  a  transfer  for 
this  purpose. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  would  be  the  last  man  in  the 
world  to  charge  politics  to  the  Grand  Army.  I 
am  not  a  member  of  it,  and  cannot  be  a  mem- 
ber of  it.  But  there  are  those  who  can  never 
forget  the  memories  of  the  civil  war,  and  the 
result  of  the  present  position  in  life  of  many 
people  has  probably  been  shaped  by  the  war 
more  than  by  anything  else.  But  what  a  re- 
markable inconsistency  a  man  preaches  who, 
in  one  breath, stands  up  and  says  that  certain 
members  of  the  Board  voted  to  allow  the  use  of 
a  brick  house  to  the  Grand  Army  because  it 
might  help  them  in  politics  next  fall,  and  in  the 
»ext  breath  gets  up  and  says  there  are  no  poli- 


tics connected  with  the  Grand  Army.  If  men 
can  defend  those  inconsistencies  I  have  not 
yet  attained  that  flow  of  eloquence  that 
will  make  them  seem  to  agree,  and  I 
thought  if  there  was  anything  new  go- 
ing around  I  come  pretty  near  getting 
hold  of  it  as  quickly  as  any  one  else.  I  must 
say  that  it  is  a  remarkable  inconsistency  to 
charge  me  with  want  of  faith  because  I  voted  to 
give  the  use  of  a  brick  house  to  the  Grand 
Army,— and  a  swell  front,  I  think,  was  included, 
— because  it  would  help  me  politically  in  the 
fall.  I  think  I  proved  conclusively  that  it 
couldn't  benefit  me  much  because  there  isn't  a 
post  in  the  district  in  which  I  live,  although 
there  may  be  members  of  the  different  posts 
who  live  in  that  district.  I  am  not  aware,  how- 
ever, that  there  is  a  single  post  existing  in  the 
district  in  which  I  live.  In  the  very  next  breath 
the  gentleman  gets  up  and  says  there  are  no 
politics  in  the  Grand  Army.  I  have  no  desire  to 
go  into  the  subject,  to  discuss  whether 
there  are  politics  brought  into  that  organi- 
zation or  not.  If  there  is  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  who  does  not  be- 
lieve there  are  politicians  in  the  Grand  Army 
I  would  like  to  invite  him  out  and  show  him 
some  of  them.  I  believe  it  is  said  to  be  onelof 
the  fundamental  principles  of  the  Grand  Army 
that  politics  shall  not  be  discussed  at  their  meet- 
ings. There  is  no  question  about  that.  There  is 
no  organization  in  the  city  of  Boston  or  any- 
where else  where  politics  can  be  discussed  at 
meetings.  But  during  the  last  two  years  every 
city,  town  and  hamlet  in  this  entire  country  has 
had  candidates  representing  such  organizations. 
Still  there  are  no  politics  discussed  at  the  meet- 
ings. I  don't  for  one  moment  think  the  Board 
are  foolish  enough  to  lack  sagacity  when  they 
say  they  don't  know  of  there  being  any  politics 
in  this  thing,  and  all  these  things.  As  far  as  I 
am  personally  concerned,  I  have  at  every  time 
and  opportunity  given  my  vote  for  the 
interest  of  the  Grand  Army  and  helped  them. 
But  I  will  not  be  led  into  what  I  consider  a  per- 
sonal matter.  While  I  may  not  be  right  in  my 
deductions  or  my  conclusions,  still  I  have  given 
to  you  my  opinion.  It  being  my  opinion,  1  have 
courage  and  manhood  enough  to  support  and 
stand  by  that  opinioo.  Some  folks,  by  their 
vote  a  few  weeks  ago,  have  realized  the  impor- 
tant fact  that  they  have  made  a  mistake.  Some 
people  have  forcibly  reminded  them  that  their 
vote  would  have  been  more  pleasant  to  the 
Grand  Army  if  it  had  gone  the  other  way.  Feel- 
ing that  they  made  a  mistake  at  that  time, these 
people  now  say,  "Here  isi  the  opportunity,"  and 
to  please  the  Grand  Army  men  outside  they 
now  propose  to  be  magnanimous  and  charitable 
to  the  Grand  Army  by  giving  $100  more  to 
each  of  the  Grand  Army  posts.  The  chances 
are  that  if  any  of  us  should  come  in  at  the  next 
meeting  and  ask  these  very  members  to  give 
votes  for  $100  to  be  given  to  other  people  in  just 
as  bad  circumstances,  they  wouldn't  give  their 
vote.  These  parties  are  desirous  of  squaring 
themselves  and  making  both  ends  meet;  that 
is  the  position  of  affairs.  For  one,  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  be  led  into  anything  of  that  kind,  and  I 
will  vote  for  $300  for  each  of  the  posts. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith — If  some  persons  wanted  to 
be  consistent  they  would  vote  for  this  $100.  I 
did  state  that  I  knew  certain  parties  who  were 
willing  to  give  the  Grand  Army— or  rather  cer- 
tain individual  posts  of  the  Grand  Army— a 
brick  house,  not  because  they  would  increase 
their  political  strength,  but  because  they  hoped 
by  that  method  to  increase  their  political 
strength. 

Aid.  Lee— Their  hopes  are  in  vain. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— They  hope  to,  but  their 
hopes  are  in  vain.    That  is  about  it. 

Aid.  Carroll— Mr.  Chairman. 

The  Chairman— Does  the  alderman  give  way? 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— Yes,  sir. 

Aid.  Carroll— As  a  member  of  the  Board,  I 
suppose,  when  a  question  of  veracity  arises, 
that  there  is  one  way  of  appeal  in  order  to  see 
what  the  alderman  did  say.  I  would  appeal  to 
the  stenographer. 

The  Chairman— Aid.  Carroll  will  please  in- 
form tne  stenographer  what  portion  of  the  re- 
marks he  desires  to  have  read. 

Aid.  Allen— Would  it  be  in  order  to  make  a 
motion  to  postpone  further  consideration? 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  rule  the 
motion  out  of  order,  as  Aid.  Carroll  has  the 
floor. 
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Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— Mr.  Chairman,  I  think  I 
have  the  floor. 

The  Chairman— Aid.  Carroll  has  the  floor. 
The  alderman  rose  for  permission  to  ask  a  ques- 
tion. The  Chair  requested  the  alderman  to 
give  way,  and  the  alderman  gave  way. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  stand  corrected. 

The  Reporter  [reading]— "I  have  not  asked 
this  for  any  individual  post,  I  did  not  ask  it  be- 
cause by  getting  it  for  one  post  in  my  district  I 
could  get  a  few  votes  next  year.  I  don't  expect 
to  gain  anything  by  it.  I  don't  want  to  gain  any- 
thing by  it.  1  ask  it  because  I  belong  to  the 
Grand  Armv  and  want  to  represent  them  fair- 
ly." 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— Read  further  back  than 
that. 

Aid.  Carroll— That  is  the  part  of  the  speech 
I  refer  to. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— That  part  of  the  speech? 

Aid.  Carroll— Yes,  that  is  what  I  refer  to. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  desire  to  have  the  re- 
marks about  the  brick  bouse. 

The  Chairman— Does  the  Chair  understand 
that  the  alderman  has  requested  the  ste- 
nographer to  read? 

Aid.  Carroll— "What  I  desired  to  have  read 
to  the  Board  is  what  has  just  been  read,  Mi-. 
Chairman.  It  was  stated  here,  and  he  wanted 
it  inferred— bis  intention  couldn't  be  anything 
else— that  because  I  voted  for  something  it  was 
to  get  a  single  post  to  favor  me  politically.  That 
is  what  be  virtually  said  here,  and  every  mem- 
ber understands  it.  It  isn't  any  apology  because 
he  says  he  said  "I  hope."  He  cannot  find  the 
words  "I  hope"  in  any  part  of  the  speech. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  want  to  ask  the  alderman 
to  look  farther.  I  didn't  want  to  convey  the  im- 
pression that  I  said  "I  hope."  I  did  not  intend 
to  refer  to  the  gentleman,  and  I  didn't  suppose 
he  would  try  to  get  the  coat  on,  because  it  didn't 
belong  to  him  at  all.  I  knew  that  the  post 
wasn't  in  his  district,  and  didn't  imagine  that 
the  coat  would  fit  him.  However,  since  he  has 
put  it  on  so  readily,  I  would  say  that  what  I  in- 
tended to  state,  if  it  isn't  on  the  records,  is 
this,  that  certain  parties  were  willing  to  vote 
brick  houses  to  individual  posts,  hoping  in  that 
way  to  increase  their  own  political  strength. 
That  is  what  I  intended  to  say,  and  it  is  what  I 
say  now,  without  fear  of  being  contradicted, 
that  nothing  in  the  world  came  into  that  ques- 
tion that  day,  except  politics,  and  the  hope  of 
getting  political  strength ;  because  no  person  i» 
his  right  senses,  as  a  business  man,  and  one  who 
wants  to  represent  the  city  honorably  as  a  busi- 
ness man,  would  say  that  the  use  of  a  building 
worth  .§3000  a  year  should  be  given  in  charity, 
when  the  city  require  it  for  business  purposes. 
Now,  there  could  be  nothing  but  buncombe  and 
clap-trap  in  such  an  idea,  and  certainlyno  sense, 
wit  or  judgment.  No  man  would  thinK  of 
such  a  thing  hi  his  private  business,  and  he 
should  no  more  think  of  it  in  his  pub- 
lic business.  Now,  in  regard  to  this  mat- 
ter, I  don't  intend  to  occupy  any  more 
time.  I  wanted  to  find  in  the  record,  if  I  could, 
some  of  the  eloquence  that  has  been  poured  out 
by  members  of  this  Board  some  three  or  four 
weeks  ago,  and  to  show  the  utter  inconsistency 
between  the  way  that  the  gentlemen  spoke  then 
and  the  way  they  speak  now.  At  that  time  the 
Grand  Army  was  held  up  as  an  institution  to  be 
desired  by  all  men,  an  institution  to  be  cher- 
ished, protected,  cared  for  and  nursed,  at  any 
expense,  no  matter  what  it  cost.  Now  we  sim- 
ply ask  for  $100  additional  for  the  posts.  We  do 
not  ask  it  for  any  individual  post,  through  whose 
influence  we  hope  to  be  benefited,  but  for  the 
entire  order,  spread  out  over  the  entire  city. 

Aid.  Carroll— It  is  repeated. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— Certainly ;  it  will  have  to 
be  repeated  a  good  many  times  to  convince  some 
gentlemen  what  I  am  after. 

Aid.  Carroll— We  know  what  you  are  after. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith — I  haven't  been  interviewed 
and  haven't  been  spoken  to  by  any  member  of 
the  Grand  Army,  either  officially,  or  in  his  pri- 
vate capacity  concerning  my  vote  or  concern- 
ing the  action  of  the  Board  on  that  schoolhouse 
matter  a  few  weeks  ago.  Not  a  single  member 
of  the  Grand  Army  has  spoken  to  me,  directly 
or  indirectly   about  it,  in   any  way,  shape  or 

orm.  I  haven't  been  warned  that  I  was  acting 
against  their  wishes  and  that,  if  I  did  not  change 
my  method  of  representing  the  Grand  Army  I 
should  be  called  to  account.  I  haven't  been 
asked  to  offer  this  order  today  by  any  living 


man.  I  offer  it  myself  because  I  know  the 
necessities  of  the  Grand  Army.  I  know  every 
man  in  the  Grany  Army  will  appreciate  it,  and 
I  wish  every  one  of  them  was  here,  as  I  am,  to 
say  that  there  is  just  as  much  necessity  for  in- 
creasing this  appropriation  of  today  that  there 
was  two  years  ago,  and  there  isn't  anything 
connected  with  it  but  business. 

Aid.  Carroll— If  you  want  to  find  what  Aid. 
Carroll  said,  I  think  you  will  find  the  remarks 
on  page  403,  if  it  will  help  you  any. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— 1  want  to  apologize  to  the 
committee  for  taking  up  so  much  of  its  valuable 
time  in  discussing  a  matter  of  such  small  im- 
portance, but  I  thought  there  was  some  neces- 
sity for  it,  and  it  was  an  utter  surprise  to  me 
that  there  should  be  any  opposition  at  all  to  this 
matter,  considering  the  spirit  in  which  the 
Grand  Army  was  treated  three  weeks  ago.  I 
thought  then  that  if  they  came  in  and  asked  for 
City  Hall,  they  could  have  it  at  once,  and  I  did 
n't  believe  there  would  be  such  a  row  over 
$100, 

Aid.  Carroll— I  apologize  to  this  Board  tor 
taking  up  so  much  of  their  time  on  this  matter. 
But  you  know  that  it  is  a  natural  characteristic 
of  people  in  general  that  when  they  are  right 
they  will  defend  their  position  at  all  hazards. 
At  least  I  propose  to  defend  my  position.  The 
gentleman  who  lias  just  taken  his  seat  has  kind- 
ly stated  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  that  there 
are  eight  big  fools  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
and  only  four  wise  men. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  never  cast  any  such  libel 
upon  the  members  of  the  Board. 

Aid.  Carroll— The  gentleman  virtually  said 
so— that  no  man  in  his  right  senses  would  vote 
to  do  what  they  voted  to  do,  and  there  were 
eight  men  who  voted  to  do  it.  Now  put  what- 
ever construction  you  like  on  that.  If  it 
wouldn't  be  detaining  the  Board  too  long  I 
would  like  to  have  the  stenographer  to  read  that 
particular  statement  of  his.  The  only  trouble  is 
that  the  gentleman's  memory  isn't  long  enough 
to  remember  half  of  what  be  does  say,  and  he 
says  in  one  breath  what  he  wants  to  take 
back  in  the  next  and  make  the  public  believe  he 
said  something  entirely  different.  He  cannot 
have  one  tongue  in  public  and  another  in  pri- 
vate. I  say  when  he  makes  the  statement  that 
I  gave  my  vote  for  the  Grand  Army  or  any  post 
of  the  Grand  Army,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding 
myself  or  seeking  to  get  a  single  vote  for  myself 
in  my  district,  and  that  in  taking  that  stand  I 
was  taking  a  stand  I  would  not  take  in  my  pri- 
vate business.  I  say  he  states  that  which  is  not 
true;  because  in  my  private  business  I  have 
gone  further  for  the  Grand  Army  than  he  has 
any  idea  of.  I  want  him  to  distinctly  under- 
stand that  1  don't  think  I  am  brainless  or  lack- 
ing in  business  sagacity,  and  if  the  same  matter 
that  was  brought  up  two  weeks  ago  was  brought 
up  again  today.  I  would  cheerfully  vote  for  it 
again.  There  isn't  a  word  1  said  then  that  I 
wouldn't  repeat  now.  and  I  want  the  gentleman 
to  get  this  into  his  head,  if  he  will.  I  don't  op- 
pose the  amendment  today  because  it  is  going 
to  save  $100  on  each  post.  It  is  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  economy,  but  it  is  because  I  can  see  that 
the  gentleman  is  trying  to  get  on  to  the  train. 
I  want  that  distinctly  understood,  and  I  don't 
propose  to  stop  the  engine  for  him.  If  he  didn't 
get  on  before,  it  is  his  own  fault. 

The  amendment  was  declared  rejected.  Aid. 
N.  G.  Smith  doubted  the  vote,  and  asked  for  a 
verification  by  yeas  and  nays'. 

The  Chairman— The  question  is  on  the  solv- 
ing of  the  doubt.    The  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

Aid.  Lee— I  would  like  to  inquire  if  a  point  of 
order  can  be  entertained  by  the  Chair  at  this 
time? 

The  Chairman— It  depends  upon  what  the 
point  of  order  would  be. 

Aid.  Lee— My  point  of  order  is  this,  that  an 
amendment  of  this  character  cannot  be  made 
or  entertained  by  the  Chair,  as  such  a  matter 
must  first  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance  under  our  rules. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  rule  that 
that  is  not  necessary,  as  this  is  a  report  and 
order  coming  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
and  it  is  an  amendment  to  the  order  which  the 
committee  report.  The  report  of  the  committee 
having  been  accepted,  they  recommended  the 
passage  of  the  order. 

Aid.  Lee  — I  would  make  this  suggestion. 
Doesn't  the  additional  appropriation  bring  the 
sum  up  so  that  it  exceeds  the  amount  appropri- 
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ated  in  the  beginning  of  the  financial  year  for 
this  specific  purpose? 

The  Chairman— If  the  number  of  posts  is,  as 
the  alderman  enumerated,  14  in  the  city 
of  Boston,  then  the  Chair  would  be  obliged  to 
rule  that  it  would  require  an  additional  appro- 
priation. But  if  the  appropriation  of  $400  to 
each  Grand  Army  post  can  come  within  the 
limit  of  the  $5000  which  has  been  appropriated 
for  this  purpose,  the  Chair  would  be  obliged  to 
rule  that  it  was  not.  Not  knowing  anything  to 
the  contrary,  there  being  $5000  appropriated,  not 
knowing  whether  the  number  of  posts  is  14, 
as  the  alderman  has  given  it,  the  Chair 
would  rule  at  this  time  that  it  is  not  an  addi- 
tional appropriation. 

Aid.  Lee— I  suppose  we  are  welcome  to  discuss 
to  point  of  order. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  rule  at  this 
time  that  it  is  not  in  order  to  allow  the  matter 
to  be  discussed,  as  the  question  is  on  solving  the 
doubt. 

Aid.  Lee— I  would  inquire  if  it  isn't  in  order 
to  lay  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the  table? 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  rule  no. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  desire,  in  order  to  bring  the 
matter  before  the  Board  in  the  way  in  which  I 
think  the  gentleman  desires  to  have  it,  to  raise 
the  point  of  order  that  if  you  grant  the  amount 
asked  for  by  the  amendment  the  amount  would 
exceed  the  appropriation,  and  under  that  I  raise 
the  point  of  order  that  we  cannot  consider  it.  I 
raise  the  point  of  order  that  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment  would  necessitate  going  outside  of 
the  appropriation. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  will  have  to  rule 
the  point  of  order  not  well  taken,  as  he  has  noth- 
ing official  before  him  to  designate  that  the 
amount  asked  for  by  the  alderman  would  ex- 
ceed the  amount  appropriated  for  this  purpose, 
—namely,  $5000. 

Aid.  Lee— I  desire  to  state  that  it  was  defi- 
nitely settled  in  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions that  there  were  14  posts  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, and  the  amount  of  $5000  was  appropriated. 
Now  if  we  adopt  the  amendment  offered  by  the 
alderman  on  my  right,  it  will  necessitate  a 
transfer  of  $600  from  some  other  appropriation. 
I  believe  it  to  be  the  fact  that  there  must  be 
$5600  raiseu  if  this  amendment  should  be 
adopted.  I  desire,  then,  to  call  the  Chair's  at- 
tention to  Rule  15  of  the  Joint  Rules. 

The  Chairman— Relating  to  finance.  Can  the 
alderman  officially  state  that  there  are  14  Grand 
Army  posts  in  the  limits  of  the  city  of  Boston? 

Aid.  McLaughlin— The  directory,  on  page 
1465,  here  gives  14  posts  in  the  city  of  Boston, 
with  their  places  of  meeting  and  everything  else. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— There  is  nothing  in  the 
rules  that  I  know  of  that  bars  this  amendment 
from  being  put  to  the  Board.  Rule  14  of  the 
rules  and  orders,  in  regard  to  joint  committees, 
which  I  suppose  the  alderman  refers  to,  reads  as 
follows : 

''Whenever  the  City  Council  shall  order  an 
expenditure  by  any  committee,  board  or  officer, 
either  in  addition  to  the  estimates  on  which  the 
appropriation  was  made,  or  for  an  object  not  in- 
cluded in  such  estimates,  it  shall  provide  for  the 
payment  of  the  same." 

Now,  that  is  simply  an  amendment  asking 
that  the  sum  may  be  increased.  That  is  all ;  it 
doesn't  order  the  payment. 

Aid.  Lee— I  would  call  the  gentleman's  atten- 
tion to^Rule  15,  and  ask  him  to  read  that. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— Rule  15  applies  to  transfers. 

Aid.  Lee— I  would  inquire  if  this  doesn't  con- 
template a  transfer  from  the  reserved  fund  or 
incidentals,  or  some  other  appropriation  already 
made? 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— If  the  money  is  not  in  the 
appropriation,  of  course  it  has  not  been  provided 
for.  When  we  provide  for  it,  Rule  15  would  ap- 
ply, but  if  it  appears  that  there  are  14  posts — 
and  I  will  say  that  there  are  14  posts,  Mr.  Chair- 
man—there will  not  be  money  enough  in  this 
$5000  for  this  additional  sum  which  would  be 
provided  for  by  the  amendment.  It  would  re- 
quire an  additional  appropriation  of  $600.  I 
want  to  be  frank  and  honest  in  the  matter.  I 
have  an  order  which  I  will  offer  later  on  if  this 
amendment  is  adopted,  and  the  order  as  amend- 
ed is  passed,  asking  that  a  transfer  of  $600  be 
made,  and  I  will  then  ask  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended in  order  that  the  transfer  may  take 
place  today.  I  don't  know  of  any  rule  that 
would  prevent  this  amendment  from  being 
adopted. 


The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  rule  the 
amendment  in  order  at  this  time.  The  question 
is  on  solving  the  doubt. 

Aid.  Carroll — I  would  rise  to  a  question  of 
information.  Does  the  Chair  make  that  decision 
acknowledging  that  there  are  14  posts? 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  has  not  come  to 
that  point  at  all.  He  rules  that  the  amendment 
as  offered  by  Aid.  Smith  is  properly  before  the 
Board  at  this  time. 

Aid.  Carroll— Now  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order, 
that  if  we  make  the  appropriation  called  for  by 
that  amendment  we  exceed  our  authority. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  remind  the 
gentleman  that  this  is  not  the  time  to  raise  that 
point,  but  if  the  amendment  is  adopted,  then  is 
the  time  to  raise  that  point.  The  question  is  at 
this  time  on  the  amendment. 

Aid.  Capen— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man who  made  the  motion  to  amend  if  lie  did 
so  at  the  request  of  these  posts,  or  any  member 
of  them,  or  only  by  voluntary  action  of  his  own? 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  rule  that 
out  of  order.  That  question  can  be  put  later 
on. 

Aid.  Allen— I  would  like  to  ask  one  question. 
If  this  amendment  should  be  adopted,  and  we 
should  appropriate  what  seems  to  be  $5600,  and 
then  we  didn'tltransfer  $600— could  the  posts  get 
anything? 

Ihe  Chairman— I  should  rule  not;  not  unless 
you  transferred  from  the  reserved  fund  to  make 
it  good.  Otherwise  a  single  post  couldn't  get  the 
money.  The  question  is  now  on  the  solving  of 
the  doubt  raised  by  Aid.  Smith. 

Aid.  Bromwich— Is  an  amendment  in  order 
now? 

The  Chairman— Not  at  this  time. 

Aid.  Lee— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I  call  the 
attention  of  the  Chair  and  the  Board  to  Chapter 
15,  Section  3,  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1885. 

The  Chairman— Whatpointin  that  section? 

Aid.  Lee-  -"Expenditure  made  or  liability  in- 
curred on  behalf  of  the  city."  I  claim  that  the 
adoption  of  this  amendment  would  interfere 
with  that. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  will  rule  the  point 
not  well  taken,  and  he  will  further  inform  the 
Board  that  after  the  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ment, if  the  Board  adopt  the  amendment,  the 
question  will  then  come  on  the  passage  of  the 
order  as  amended,  and  all  these  points  can  then 
be  raised  at  that  time.  Now  you  can  either 
vote  down  the  amendment  or  vote  to  adopt  it, 
and  while  the  Chair  has,  during  all  this 
time,  entertained  these  various  points,  he  has 
done  it  only  through  courtesy  to  the  members 
of  the  Board.  They  have  all  been  out  of  order, 
the  question  simply  being  on  the  solving  of  the 
doubt.  It  is  only  through  courtesy  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  that  he  has  allowed  these  vari- 
ous points  to  be  raised,  and  the  question  now 
comes  on  the  adoption  of  the  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  rejected ;  yeas  4,  nays  8 : 

Yeas— Aid.  Bromwich,  McGuire,  N.  G.  Smith, 
C.  W.  Smith-4. 

Nays— Aid.  Allen,  Capen,  Carroll,  Donovan, 
Haynes,  Lee,  McLaughlin,  Sullivan— 8. 

The  question  then  came  on  the  passage  of  the 
order. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  move  now  to  insert  $350, 
instead  of  $300.  That  will  come  entirely  within 
the  appropriation,  and  there  is  money  enough 
in  the  appropriation  to  provide  that  sum.  On 
that  1  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  amendment  was  adopted;  yeas  7,  nays  5: 

Yeas — Aid.  Allen,  Bromwich,  Capen,  Haynes, 
Maguire,  N.  G.  Smith,  C.  W.  Smith— 7. 

Nays— Aid.  Carroll,  Donovan,  Lee,  McLaugh- 
lin, Sullivan— 5. 

The  order  as  amended  was  declared  rejected. 
Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  doubted  the  vote  and  asked 
for  a  verification  by  yeas  and  nays.  The  order 
as  amended  was  passed ;  yeas  7,  nays  5: 

Yeas— Aid.  Allen,  Bromwich,  Capen,  Haynes, 
Maguire,  N.  G.  Smith,  C.  W.  Smith— 7. 

Nays— Aid.  Carroll,  Donovan,  Lee,  McLaugh- 
lin, Sullivan— 5. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 
Sent  down. 

JAMAICA  POND  AQUEDUCT  COMPANY. 

Aid.  Carroll  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Water,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  order  to  accept  Chapter  199  of  the  Acts 
of  1886,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  City  of 
Boston  to  purchase  the  property  of  the  Jamaica 
Pond  Aqueduct  Corporation,"  having  considered 
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the  subject,  respectfully  report  that  in   their 
opinion  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  on  motion  of 
Aid.  Carroll  the  rule  was  suspended  and  said 
order  put  upon  its  passage,  as  follows : 

Ordered,  That  Chapter  199  of  the  Acts  of  1886, 
entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  City  of  Boston 
to  purchase  the  property  of  the  Jamaica  Pond 
Aqueduct  Corporation,"  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  accepted. 

The  Chairman  read  the  act  which  it  was  pro- 
posed to  accept,  and  which  confers  upon  the 
Water  Board  power  to  acquire  by  purchase  the 
rights  and  franchise  of  the  Jamaica  Pond  Aque- 
duct Corporation,  but  not  to  acquire  the  right 
to  cut  ice  in  Jhe  pond.  The  act  is  to  take  effect 
upon  its  acceptance  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  both 
branches  of  the  City  Council. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  desire  to  state  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Water  Commission  called  for  two  or 
three  meeting  of  the  committee,  but  during  the 
week  we  could  not  get  a  meeting.  My  impres- 
sion is  the  act  requires  to  be  accepted  on 
or  before  a  certain  date,  although  I  may 
have  got  the  impression  from  the  fact 
the  Legislature  passed  an  act  allowing  the 
Dedham  Water  Power  Company  to  consoli- 
date with  the  Jamaica  Pond  Aqueduct 
Corporation.  However,  I  was  not  aware  that  the 
city  of  Boston  was  to  buy  this  corporation  with- 
out acquiring  all  the  rights  which  that  com- 
pany has.  But  I  see  that  certain  rights  for  cut- 
ting ice  are  reserved,  and  that  is  an  important 
right.  As  it  is  desired  by  one  or  two  gentlemen 
to  have  the  order  laid  over  I  move  that  further 
consideration  of  it  be  assigned  for  one  week.  1 
have  no  desire  to  speed  the  matter.  I  am  simply 
offering  as  chairman  of  the  Water  Committee 
what  was  passed  in  the  committee  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  Water  Commissioners. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  have  no  objection  to  its 
being  assigned,  except  that  the  Legislature  of 
this  year  has  passed  an  act  giving  the  Jamaica 
Pond  Aqueduct  Company  authority  to  connect 
with  the  Dedham  Water  Company  on  the 
first  of  June.  In  the  last  conver- 
sation I  had  with  the  Water  Board  they  were 
desirous  of  getting  this  order  through  and  of 
buying  the  property  before  the  first  of  June,  be- 
fore the  limit  of  the  statute  of  this  year  expires. 
If  the  Aqueduct  Company  sees  ht  to  do  so  on 
the  first  day  of  June  they  can  connect  with  the 
Dedham  Water  Power  Company,  but  I  have  no 
doubt  that  if  there  is  any  chance  that  the  city 
of  Boston  intends  to  buy  the  Aqueduct  Company 
the  proprietors  of  it  will  give  the  city  a  reason- 
able time  to  complete  the  purchase.  In  regard 
to  what  the  alderman  opposite  said  about  cer- 
tain privileges  being  reseived  in  that  pond,  I 
have  to  say  that  there  are  no  privileges  reserved 
that  belong  to  the  Aqueduct  Company.  The  bill 
as  it  now  stands  gives  the  Aqueduct  Company 
authority  to  sell  everything  they  have  there, 
and  it  does  not  give  them  authority  to  sell  any- 
thing else.  That  is  made  plain  by  the 
legislative  act.  The  city  buys  all  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  Aqueduct  Com- 
pany, and  the  Aqueduct  Company  sells  all 
their  rights  and  privileges  to  the  city.  That  is 
all  there  is  to  that.  This  year  the  Legislature 
has  passed  an  act  giving  the  Aqueduct  Com- 
pany authority  to  connect  with  the  Dedham 
Water  Power  Company,  in  order  to  supply  the 
Aqueduct  Company  with  water  during  the  pres- 
ent summer.  They  will  have  a  perfect  right  to 
connect  with  that  company,  connect  their  pipes 
and  procure  water  from  that  supply  after  the 
first  day  of  June.  But  I  heard  Mr,  Williams 
state  to  our  city  solicitor  before  the  committee 
at  the  Legislature  that  if  the  city  of  Boston  de- 
sires to  purchase  the  Aqueduct  Company,  he 
had  no  doubt  that  a  proper  time  would  be  given 
the  city  to  do  so.  I  know  the  Water  Board  are 
anxious  to  have  the  thing  go  along  as  fast  as  it 
can,  last  year  it  hung  along,  and  it  is  getting 
pretty  close  on  to  the  limit  of  time  this  year. 
However,  if  the  gentlemen  desire  to  have  it  laid 
over,  I  have  no  objection,  because  if  the  city  de- 
sires to  buy  the  Aqueduct  Company,  it  will  have 
time  to  do  so  between  now  and  the  first  of  the 
month. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— With  all  the  information 
I  have  concerning  this  matter  I  would  be  just  as 
well  satisfied  to  have  a  final  vote  reached  to- 
night. But  as  certain  members  desire  to  have 
it  laid  over  a  week  that  will  suit  my  purpose 
just  as  well.  I  shall  never  give  my  vote  to 
authorize    the  Water  Board    to  purchase  the 


Jamaica  Pond  Aqueduct  Company,  because  they 
will  be  purchasing  absolutely  nothing.  The 
Water  Board  say  they  do  not  want  the  water. 
All  that  they  would  be  purchasing  would  be  a 
few  feet  of  pipe  in  the  streets  where  the  Board 
has  the  right  to  lay  pipes,  and  also  a  few  build- 
ings for  which  the  managers  of  the  company 
want  $100,000.  The  city  of  Boston  has  to  keep 
its  pipes  laid  in  all  the  streets,  and  to  furnish 
water  to  the  territory  supplied  by  the  Jamaica 
Pond  Aqueduct  Company  in  case  of  fire  in  that 
district.  The  only  advantage  to  be  derived  from 
the  purchase  is  that  the  Water  Board  will  have 
no  competition  in  the  sale  of  water.  I  think  it  is 
a  benefit  to  the  people  in  that  distict  during  some 
months  of  the  year  to  have  the  Jamaica  Pond 
Aqueduct  Company  in  competition  with  the 
Water  Board.  The  Aqueduct  Company  fur- 
nishes water  for  less  than  the  Water  Board 
does.  Many  months  in  the  year  the  "Water 
Board  has  to  furnish  water  to  the  Jamaica 
Pond  Aqeuduct  Company  which  buys  it.  The 
Water  Board  say  they  do  not  want  the  water  at 
all,  and  all  they  want  to  buy  up  is  this  small 
concern  upon  which  they  say  they  would  net  10 
per  cent.  That  may  be  true,  but  why  should 
the  Water  Board  ask  to  spend  8100,000  to  buy  the 
Jamaica  Pond  Corporation,  when  in  almost 
every  street  that  the  pipes  of  the  Aqueduct  Com- 
pany are  laid  the  Water  Board  has  its  pipes  also, 
and  can  furnish  the  customers  just  as  well  and 
at  the  same  rate  as  the  Aqueduct  Company?  If 
the  Jamaica  Pond  Aqueduct  Company  can  con- 
solidate with  the  Dedham  Water  Company,  let 
them  do  it ;  the  city  of  Boston  will  not  suffer.  In 
my  opinion  they  never  will  consolidate  with 
the  Dedham  Company  while  they  think  there 
is  a  $100,000  plum  for  them  in  the  treasury  of 
the  city  of  Boston. 

Aid.  Carroll— In  defence  of  the  Committee 
on  Water  and  the  Water  Board,  I  simply  desire 
to  reply  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  who 
has  just  taken  his  seat,  because  Ibelieve  he  was 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Water  Committee,  and  I 
heard  nothing  said  in  opposition  to  the  order. 
What  the  Water  Commissioners  desire  is  simply 
this:  It  is  a  business  investment  as  it  looks  to 
them,  and  it  is  for  the  best  interest  of  the  city 
to  buy  the  Aqueduct  Corporation.  Now,  that 
purpose  I  do  not  propose  to  defend.  I  have  not 
gone  into  it  as  keenly  as  they  have.  AVhile  I 
may  have  my  opinion  about  the  privileges  or  pos- 
sibilities of  consolidation  between  the  Jamaica 
Pond  and  Dedham  Water  Companies,  the  Water 
Commissioners  feel  that  the  city  of  Boston  ought 
not  to  let  the  Dedham  Water  Company  come  in 
here  and  enter  into  competition  in  the  supplying 
of  water,  and  they  think  the  city  would  soon 
find  that  the  competition  would  make  a  differ- 
ence in  the  full  franchise.  However,  I  have  a 
decided  opinion  about  the  advisability  of  allow- 
ing people  to  come  in  here  and  reap  the  benefits 
of  this  privilege  and  pay  nothing  to  the  city  of 
Boston.  I  supposed  that  the  order  carried  with 
it  the  right  to  cut  ice  and  everything  else,  and 
I  was  very  much  surprised  to  hear  from  the 
alderman  opposite  that  the  fact  was  different. 
But  I  do  say  that  the  Water  Board  does  not  care 
much  which  way  this  vote  goes,  as  the  chair- 
man of  the  Board  stated  to  me ;  but  if  the  city 
of  Boston  proposes  at  any  time  to  take  this 
Jamaica  Pond  Aqueduct  Company's  works  and 
whatever  rights  they  have,  this  is  the  time,  and 
the  Water  Board  would  like  to  know  whether 
the  city  is  going  to  do  it  or  not  so  that  they  can 
move  either  one  way  or  the  other.  I  believe 
they  have  given  the  matter  very  careful  study. 
I  believe  they  make  this  recommendation  to 
the  Water  Committee  with  the  best  interests  of 
the  city  in  view,  and  because  they  are  more 
familiar  with  the  facts  concerning  the  case,  is 
one  of  the  reasons  why  I  shall  vote  to  give  them 
authority  to  buy  the  property.  As  chairman  of 
the  Water  Committee  I  simply  presented  the 
report  which  comes  from  that  committee  with 
the  recommendations,-  -I  think  there  was  only 
one  absentee  from  the  meeting  of  the  commit- 
tee,— and  I  shall  support  the  report  upon  the 
recommendations  of  the  Water  Commissioners 
because  I  think  they  know  the  entire  facts. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  think  it  is  better  for 
the  Board  to  accept  the  act  at  the  present  time. 
It  does  not  involve  the  city  in  anything  what- 
ever. The  question  whether  it  is  desirable  to 
purchase  the  works  will  be  an  after  considera- 
tion. I  see  no  harm  in  accepting  the  act,  and  I 
trust  it  will  be  done  at  the  present  time  rather 
than  be  laid  over.    It  is  merely  giving  the  city 
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of  Boston  permission  to  do  something  that  they 
may  wish  to  do  in  the  future,  and  which  they 
cannot  do  without  that  permission.  I  hope  we 
will  accept  the  act.  and  afterwards  consider  the 
subject  of  purchasing  the  works ;  then  the  Board 
can  make  up  their  minds  in  regard  to  it,  and 
take  such  action  as  they  may  see  fit. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— 1  would  like  to  explain  my 
position  in  standing  before  the  Board  and  op- 
posing this  measure  today.  I  think  I  was  the 
absentee  from  the  meeting  of  the  committee, 
not  through  any  fault  of  mine,  but  on  account 
of  service  upon  some  other  committee  at  the 
same  time.  About  the  time  I  sot  through  there 
and  got  half  way  up  stairs,  I  met  the  Water 
Committee  coming  down.  But  I  think  that  some 
of  the  committee  will  bear  me  out  in  saying  that 
ever  since  this  thing  began  to  be  agitated  this 
year  I  was  opposed  to  it.  1  know  that  one  of  the 
Water  Commissioners  some  weeks  ago  felt  that 
the  act  should  be  accepted  by  the  govern- 
ment, and  I  think  there  was  opposition  to 
it  at  that  time;  but  still,  as  the  time  drew 
near,  it  became  necessary  to  have  the  ques- 
tion settled  in  some  shape  or  other.  Now, 
I  do  not  feel  the  City  of  Boston  will  be 
the  gainer  in  any  way  by  the  purchase 
of  this  right.  It  does  not  make  any  difference 
to  me  whether  the  act  is  accepted  or  not.  Of 
course,  if  the  act  is  accepted,  that  settles  the 
affair  so  far  as  I  am  concerned. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  did  not  intend  to  say  any- 
thing on  this  matter,  but  the  alderman  oppo- 
site lias  rather  intimated  that  the  parties  whom 
1  represent  may  have  some  interest  in  this 
matter.  The  bill  which  has  passed  the 
Legislature  refers  to  certain  rights  on  the  pond 
that  the  Jamaica  Pond  Aqueduct  has  nothing  to 
d»  with.  The  right  to  cut  ice  is  entirely  apart 
from  any  right  the  Aqueduct  Company  has.  I 
want  to  state  that  personally  I  do  not  care 
whether  the  city  purchases  this  corporation  or 
not— I  mean  so  far  as  my  business  connections 
are  concerned;  it  will  not  interfere  with  me 
one  way  or  the  other.  All  my  rights  in  that 
pond  are  amply  protected  today,  and  it  does  not 
need  any  purchase  of  the  Aqueduct  Corporation 
by  the  city  to  make  those  rights  any  stronger; 
they  would  not  be  affected  by  the  purchase  at 
all.  As  a  public  measure  it  seems  to  me 
to  be  wise,  not  only  to  accept  the  act  but 
to  purchase  the  Aqueduct  Company,  be- 
cause although  they  may  today  bd  called 
poor  and  dead  horses  the  men  who  own  the 
corporation  are  a  long  ways  from  being  dead 
men.  They  are  men  of  large  property,  very 
wealthy,  and  can  afford  to  sustain  that  property 
and  make  it  pay  a  handsome  return  for  the  in- 
vestment. This  property  was  purchased  from 
the  city  of  Boston  some  years  ago.  It  gives  the 
Aqueduct  corporation  the  right  to  supply  a 
large  portion  of  the  territory  of  Boston  with 
water.  That  right  cannot  be  taken  away  from 
that  corporation.  The  corporation  has  a  pro- 
perty there.  The  plant  is  not  sufficient  for  their 
business.  They  have  to  come  to  the  city  every 
year,  and  have  had  to  come  for  several  years, 
for  water.  They  pay  the  city  of  Boston 
what  they  consider  a  very  stiff  price, 
and  they  have  been  in  doubt  for  several 
years  whether  or  not  the  city  would  give  them 
water  at  any  price.  They  are  dependent  upon 
the  action  of  the  City  Council,  and  the  city 
might  refuse  them  water.  They  asked  the  city 
to  purchase  the  corporation,  and  the  city  neg- 
lected to  do  so.  Then  they  asked  the  Legisla- 
ture to  allow  them  to  connect  themselves 
with  the  Dedham  Water  Company,  in  order 
that  they  may  be  able  to  supply  them- 
selves with  water  and  not  be  dependent  upon 
the  city  of  Boston  for  water  with  which  to  sup- 
ply their  customers.  The  water  they  supply  to 
their  customers  is  much  purer  than  that  which 
the  city  of  Boston  supplies  to  its  customers ;  but 
its  head  is  very  much  less.  It  is  almost  impossi- 
ble to  get  their  water  above  the  first  floor  of 
the  buildings,  it  runs  much  slower,  and 
the  supply  is  insufficient  in  many  ways. 
But  by  increasing  their  supply,  mak- 
ing a  higher  standpipe  and  enlarging 
their  works  generally,  and  uniting  with  the 
Dedham  Water  Company  they  can  become  a 
formidable  competitor  with  the  city  of  Boston. 
Now  as  a  matter  of  business  is  it  wise  to  invite 
this  competition?  I  know  that  competition  is  a 
good  thing  for  some  people,  that  it  is  good  for 
business.  But  is  it  good  for  the  city?  If  this 
Aqueduct   Company  is  allowed  to  unite  with 


the  Dedham  Water  Company  and  get  a  suf- 
ficient supply  of  water  they  can  cover  as 
much  territory  as  they  please  and  sell  water  to 
everybody  residing  on  that  territory.  They  sell 
it  at  about  one  half  or  three  quarters  of  what  is 
charged  by  the  city,  and  they  have  tc  do  that  in 
order  to  compete.  They  make  the  price  a  little 
less,  otherwise  they  cannot  compete,  because  so 
far  as  the  head  is  concerned  the  supply  of  Bos- 
ton is  superior  to  theirs.  But  witli  this  ad- 
ditional supplv  of  water  they  will  increase  the 
value  of  their  plant,  and  it  seems  to  me 
they  will  be  able  to  sell  water  at  a  profit. 
They  do  not  make  any  dividends.  Yon  may  say 
it  is  a  dead  horse,  but  they  pay  all  their  running 
expenses  and  interest,  and  keep  up  their  plant. 
Now,  if  by  uniting  with  the  Dedham  Water 
Company  they  can  make  this  business  profita- 
ble, the  city  of  Boston  cannot  buy  that  plant  for 
§100,000.  The  company  does  not  ask  §100,000  for 
it.  They  say  we  have  money  enough  without 
this  thing;  we  would  rather  sell  it  thin  keep  it, 
and  if  the  city  wants  it  we  will  sell  it  for  .$100,000 
or  we  will  leave  it  out  to  any  three  men  who  are 
to  be  appointed  in  the  usual  way.  That  is  the 
question  for  us  to  consider.  Do  we  want  this 
competition  in  water?  A  good  many  of  the 
people  in  Boston  will  be  benefited  by  this  com- 
petition. Out  in  the  tipper  part  of  my  district 
they  do  derive  a  benefit  from  having 
this  water.  They  get  water  rates  cheap- 
er; there  is  no  question  about  it.  I 
think  there  is  some  opposition  to  it,  but 
it  is  going  to  eat  into  the  revenue  of  the  city. 
Now  is  the  time  if  we  take  these  customers  on 
the  Jamaica  Pond  Aqueduct  Company  supply, 
upon  which  it  is  estimated  we  can  get  a  return 
of  about  10  per  cent  on  that  $100,000,  which  would 
be  about  §10,000.  That  is  the  report  of  the  Water 
Board  and  the  city  engineer,  and  if  it  is  true  it 
is  a  good  investment,  and  at  the  same  time 
would  clear  away  a  formidable  competitor.  If  I 
was  the  city  of  Boston  and  was  able  to  get  rid  of 
a  competitor  in  that  way  I  would  clear  him  out 
very  soon.  I  know  that  such  a  course  would 
benefit  any  private  business.  It  will  be  a  good 
thing  for  the  city  of  Boston  and  it  will  be 
a  benefit,  to  many  citizens  of  Boston.  If 
these  two  companies  unite  they  can  make 
the  city  of  Boston  come  down  in  their  rates. 
They  have  the  right  to  run  their  pipes  almost 
to  State  streets  at  any  rate  thev  can  run  them 
through  the  whole  of  Roxbury,  West  Roxbury, 
Brookline,  and  I  don't  know  how  much  of  the 
city  proper.  This  is  a  fair  statement  of  it  as  I 
understand  it,  and  I  have  had  something  to  do 
with  it  for  a  good  while.  The  property  is  of  no 
value  to  the  owners  and  they  are  willing  to  get 
rid  of  it  for  what  they  consider  a  small  price, 
and  are  willing  to  leave  it  out  to  three  persons 
to  say  what  a  proper  price  will  be.  On  the  other 
hand  the  city  will  say  that  it  will  be  of  value  for 
them  to  buy.  That  is  what  the  Water  Board  re- 
ported to  us  last  year  and  in  the  report  of  the 
year  previous.  The  Legislature  of  this  year, 
upon  the  representation  of  the  Aqueduct  Com- 

Biny.has  given  them  permission  to  unite  with  the 
edham  Company,  to  connect  their  pipes  and  to 
supply  themselves  with  water  from  that  source 
after  the  1st  day  of  June.  So  that  after  the 
first  day  of  June  the  Aqueduct  Company,  if  they 
choose,  can  have  all  the  water  they  want  and 
conduct  their  business  properly  and  compete 
with  the  city.  It  is  simply  a  business  transac- 
tion for  us  to  consider.  The  acceptance  of  this 
act  does  not  buy  the  Aqueduct  Company.  We 
simply  accept  the  act  giving  permission  to  buy 
the  Aqueduct  Company,  if  we  decide  to  do  it 
afterwards.  It  is  precisely  the  same  act  that 
was  accepted  last  year  by  this  Board  by  a 
unanimous  vote. 

Aid.  Bromwich  raised  the  point  that  the 
question  being  upon  the  motion  to  assign,  mem- 
bers could  not  debate  the  merits  of  the  main 
question. 

The  Chairman  stated  that  it  was  one  of  the 
unfortunate  omissions  of  the  Committee  on 
Rules  that  provision  was  not  made  for  prevent- 
ing discussion  of  the  main  question  upon  the 
motion  to  assign. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  declared  carried. 
Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  doubted  the  vote ;  the  Board 
was  divided,  4  in  favor  and  2  in  the  negative, 
the  chairman  declaring  it  was  not  a  vote  and 
that  a  quorum  had  not  voted. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  move  to  adjourn.  AVhen 
we  cannot  have  a  quorum  voting  I  think  it  is 
time  to  adjourn. 
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Aid.  Carroll— I  was  about  to— 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  will  withdraw  the  motion 
if  there  is  any  other  business, 

Aid.  Carroll— I  was  going  to  ask  for  a  verifi- 
cation by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  Chairman  — The  Chair  stated  that  a 
quorum  had  not  voted  on  the  question,  .but  did 
not  say  that  a  quorum  was  not  present. 

Aid.  Carroll  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for 
a  verification  by  yeas  and  nays,  which  were 
called  and  the  motion  to  assign  was  lost,  yeas  5, 
nays  6 : 

Yeas— Aid.  Allen,  Bromwich.  Lee,  Maguire, 
Sullivan— 5. 

Navs— Aid.  Carroll,  Donovan,  Haynes,  Mc- 
Laughlin, N.  G.  Smith.  C.  W.    Smith-6. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Aid.  Capen. 

Aid  Lee  moved  to  lay  the  matter  on  the 
table;  declared  lost. 

Aid.  Lee  doubted  the  vote  and  asixed  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  called  and  the 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost,  yeas  6.  nays  6 : 

Yeas— Aid.  Bromwich,  Capen.  Lee,  Maguire, 
McLaughlin,  Sullivan— 6. 

Nays— Aid.  Allen.  Carroll.  Donovan,  Haynes, 
N.  G.  Smith,  C.  W.  Smith— 6. 

Aid.  Lee— I  move  to  recommit,  with  instruc- 
tions to  bring  in  the  maps  and  plans  of  the  dis- 
trict covered  by  those  pipes.  Those  plans  are 
in  existence,  and  contain  information  which 
every  member  of  this  Board  ought  to  have  be- 
fore voting  upon  this  question. 

The  Chairman  stated  Aid.  Lee's  motion. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  think  the  better  motion 
"would  be  to  refer  to  a  special  committee,  and  I 
would  cheerfully  support  it.  The  Committee 
on  Water  can  give  you  no  more  than  you  have. 
We  have  all  the  information  it  is  possible  to 
get.  We  all  know  that  the  pipes  are  there,  and 
we  know  what  section  is  covered, 

The  m  otion  to  recommit  with  instructions  was 
declared  lost.  Aid.  Lee  doubted  the  vote  and 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  motion 
was  lost ;  yeas  4,  nays  8 : 

Yeas— Aid.  Capen,  Lee,  McLaughlin,  Sulli- 
van— 4. 

Nays— Aid.  Allen,  Bromwich, "Carroll,  Donovan 
Haynes,  Maguire,  N.  G.  Smith,  C.  W.  Smith    8. 

Aid.  Lee  moved  to  indefinitely  postpone  the 
order  declared  lost.  Aid.  Lee  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  and  the  motion  was  lost ;  yeas  4, 
nays  8;  the  aldermen  voting  the  same  as  on  the 
last  roll-call. 

The  question  then  came  on  the  passage  of  the 
order. 

Aid.  Lee — I  move  that  the  matter  be  referred 
to  a  special  committee  of  three  on  the  part  of 
this  Board.  I  have  endeavored  by  various  sub- 
sidiary motions  to  bring  before  this  Board  in- 
formation that  this  Board  should  have,  certain 
documents  in  the  possession  of  the  city,  so  that 
each  member  might  see  for  himself  upon  what 
streets  the  Jamaica  Pond  Aqueduct  Co.  have 
pipes  and  on  what  streets  our  own  pipes  are 
laid.  The  idea  that  members  will  say  this  is  a 
fine  investment  for  the  city,  that  it  will  pay  10 
per  cent,  why,  sir,  I  tell  you  there  is  not  an  in- 
dividual or  corporation  in  Boston  that 
has  an  investment  paying  10  per  cent 
which  would  sell  it  for  §100,000,  or  who 
would  be  anxious  to  come  here  and  keeping 
continually  crowding  the  members  of  the  Water 
Board  to  get  this  order  passed,  The  members 
should  have  all  the  information  those  maps  will 

five  before  voting  on  the  acceptance  of  this  act. 
went  all  through  this  matter  last  year  on  the 
Committee  on  Finance  and  have  listened  to  the 
eloquence  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  Water  Board, 
and  have  heard  it  reiterated  and  explained  in 
the  other  branch,  and  I  have  all  the  information 
I  desire.  But  there  are  members  here  who 
should  have  the  same  information  that  the 
Committee  on  Water  have. 

Aid.  Sullivan — I  am  one  of  the  members  of 
this  Board  that  know  very  little  about  this  mat- 
ter. I  have  never  seen  that  pond  but  once  or  twice, 
and  certainly  never  heard  of  this  proposition 
until  tonight.  I  do  not  want  to  go  on  record  op- 
posed to  it.  I  am  not  opposed  to  it.  But  I  would 
like  to  have  an  opportunity  to  look  into  the 
matter,  and  certainly  it  is  an  act  of  courtesy  to 
any  member  who  desires  to  investigate  a  subject 
before  voting  upon  it,  that  he  should  have  the 
privilege.  That  opportunity  I  have  not  had. 
That  is  my  reason  for  opposing  the  passage  of 
tne  order  today. 

Aid.  Bromwich— The  acceptance  of  the  act 
does  not  pledge  us  to  go  any  further. 


Aid.  Sullivan— If  I  should  vote  to  accept  the 
act  I  should  he  in  a  manner  committed  to  vot- 
ing for  the  purchase. 

•  Aid.  Bromwich— I  see  no  harm  in  accepting  it. 
When  it  is  accepted  the  next  question  to  come 
up  will  be  what  we  shall  do  in  regard  to  the 
purchase.  I  do  not  see  that  we  commit  our- 
selves. We  did  not  commit  ourselves  by  our 
vote  last  year.  I  had  forgotten  about  the  vote 
of  last  year  until  reminded  of  it. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  do  not  wish  by  voting  to 
accept  this  act  to  be  understood  as  voting  in  fa- 
vor of  the  purchase  of  this  property.  I  think  I 
have  made  some  kick  in  the  Committee  on 
Water  against  paying  the  price  they  ask  for  it. 
If  the  property  can  be  obtained  at  a  fair  price  I 
believe  it  is  for  the  interest  of  the  city  to  pur- 
chase it,  not  for  the  purpose  of  driving  compe- 
tition away  from  our  citizens  in  the  sale  of  wa- 
ter, hut  because  I  do  not  believe  it  is  a  proper 
subject  for  competition,  and  because  I  believe 
the  citizens  of  that  district  can  be  better  sup- 
plied with  water  by  the  city  than  by  this  inde- 
pendent company.  If  it  is  the  object  of  the  Board 
to  obtain  information  in  relation  to  the  de- 
sirability of  purchasing  the  property  I  think  the 
order  should  be  laid  over.  There  is  much  in- 
information  that  should  be  given  to  the  Board 
both  for  and  against  the  purchase,  and  I  will 
vote  to  sustain  the  motion  for  a  special  com- 
mittee who  can  present  the  facts  in  regard  to 
the  desirability  of  making  the  purchase  and 
we  can  then  accept  the  act  at  the  same  time. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  a  special  committee 
was  declared  carried.  Aid.  Carroll  doubted  the 
vote,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  called,  and  the  motion  was  lost ;  yeas  6, 
nays  6 : 

Yeas— Aid.  Capen,  Lee,  Magure,  McLaughlin, 
C.  W.  Smith,  Sullivan-6. 

Nays — Aid.  Allen,  Bromwich,  Carroll,  Dono- 
van, Haynes,  N.  G.  Smith — 5. 

The  roll  was  then  called  upon  the  passage  of 
the  order,  and  it  was  rejected  for  want  of  a  two- 
thirds  vote  ;  yeas  7,  nays  5: 

Yeas— Aid.  Allen,  Bromwich.  Capen,  Carroll, 
Haynes,  N.  G.  Smith.  C.  W.  Smith— 7. 

Nays— Aid.  Donovan,  Lee,  Maguire,  McLaugh- 
lin, Sullivau'-S. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll  the  Board  recon- 
sidered the  last  vote  and  laid  the  order  on  the 
table. 

BAT  WINDOW. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  a  report  frcm  the 
Committee  on  the  Department  for  the  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings,  recommending  that  a  permit 
be  granted,  on  the  usual  conditioi  s,  to  George 
W.Nason  to  project  a  bay  window  from  building 
No.  4  Staniford-street  extension.  Report  ac- 
cepted, and  leave  granted  on  the  usual  condi- 
tions. 

LICENSES. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committe  on  Licenses  recommending  the  grant- 
ing of  minors'  licenses  to  17  newsboys  and  two 
bootblacks.  Accepted,  and  licenses  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  in  the  chair. 


Aid.  Lee  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee On  Claims,  on  the  petition  of  John  Bell 
to  be  compensated  on  account  of  injuries  to  his 
son,  Frederick  A.,  caused  by  a  defective  seat  on 
the  Public  Garden  April  16,  1886— That,  having 
considered  the  subject,  they  respectfully  recom- 
mend that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw.   Accepted.    Sent  down. 


Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Sewers : 

Report  on  the  communication  (referred  from 
the  Committee  on  Claims)  of  Jonathan  Stone — 
That  they  have  given  said  Stone  a  hearing,  and 
upon  his  statement  that  no  claim  will  be  made 
if  a  sewer  is  built  in  Vine  street,  between  Moul- 
ton  and  Bunker  Hill  streets,  they  recommend 
the  passage  of  an  order  of  notice  for  a  hearing 
on  Monday  next,  at  4  o'clock,  P.M.,  on  the  ex- 
pediency of  constructing  a  common  sewer  in 
Vine  street,  between  Moulton  and  Bunker  Hill 
streets,  Charlestown  District. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on 
Monday  next  at  4  P.M.,  on  the  expediency  of 
constructing  common  sewers  as  follows : 
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In  Bennington  street,  between  Moore  and 
Byron  streets. 

In  Bennett  street,  between  Jf  arson  street  and 
extending  westerly  from  said  Parson  street. 

In  Carson  street,  formerly  Carleton  street, 
Ward  24. 

In  Tappan  street,  between  South  street  and 
end  of  said  Tappan  street,  Ward  23. 

In  Pleasant  street,  between  Creels  and  Com- 
mercial streets,  Ward  24. 

In  Maple  street,  between  Cheney  and  Georgia 
streets,  Ward  21. 

In  Motte  street. 

In  Cooper  street,  between  North  Margin  and 
Endieott  streets,  Ward  7.  Reports  accepted ; 
orders  passed. 

Preambles  and  orders  for  the  construction  of 
common  sewers  as  follows : 

In  Charles  street.  Ward  24,  from  Charles  street 
to  Geneva  avenue. 

In  Braintree  street,  Ward  25,  between  Frank- 
lin and  Everett  streets. 

In  Fenton  street,  between  Clayton  and  Dun- 
can streets,  and  in  Duncan  street,  from  Fenton 
running  southerly  about  100  feet. 

In  Warren  street,  between  Crawford  street 
and  Blue  Hill  avenue.  Ward  21. 

In  Walker  street,  Ward  23,  between  South 
street  and  a  point  330  feet  distant. 

In  Surry  street,  Ward  25. 

Orders  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Reports  and  orders  as  follows : 

Ordered,  That  the  aewer  assessment  levied 
against  the  estatee  of  Patrick  Muldoon  heirs, 
for  a  sewer  in  Lincoln  street.  Ward  25,  amount- 
ing to  $75.26,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  abated, 
on  account  of  inability  of  his  widow,  Hannah 
Muldoon,  to  pay. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Ordered,  That  the  sewer  assessment  levied 
against  the  estate  of  the  Union  for  Christian 
Work,  for  a  sewer  in  Centre  street,  amounting 
to  $39.19,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  abated,  on 
account  of  the  institution  being  a  charitable 
one. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

STEAM  ENGINES. 

Aid.  Haynes  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Steam  Engines,  recommending  that 
leave  be  granted  upon  the  usual  conditions,  as 
follows : 

Daniel  Clark,  to  use  a  steam  boiler  of  eight- 
horse  power,  at  pumping  station  Mt.  Washing- 
ton avenue  bridge. 

Oriental  Tea  Company,  to  erect  and  use  a  sta- 
tionary steam  engine  of  20-horse  power,  at  85-89 
Court  street. 

Mullin  &  Co.,  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary 
steam  engine  of  six-horse  power,  at  West  First 
street,  foot  of  F  street,  Ward  14. 

R.  T.  Paine  and  others,  to  erect  and  use  a  sta- 
tionary steam  engine  of  30-horse  power,  at  Hal- 
leck  street,  rear  of  Ruggles  street. 

Reports  accepted,  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions.  • 

L.  ALLEN  KINGSBURY'S  LOST  DEED. 

Aid.  Carroll  submitted  the  following : 

The  Committee  on  Water,  to  whom  were  re- 
ferred as  unfinished  business  of  last  year,  the 
report  and  order  on  the  petition  of  L.  Allen 
Kingsbury  relative  to  a  certain  piece  of  land  at 
Wellesley  Hills,  having  considered  the  subject, 
respectfully  report  that  in  their  opinion  the 
order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted  and  said  order  (which  was 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  Judiciary  of  the 
Common  Council,  Dec.  27,  1886,  and  passed  by 
that  branch  on  same  date,  and  on  Jan.  1,  1887, 
referred  to  the  next  city  government  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen)  was  passed  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  hereby 
authorized,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  city, 
to  release  unto  L.  Allen  Kingsbury,  for  a  nominal 
consideration,  all  right,  title  and  interest  of  the 
city  in  a  parcel  of  land  in  Wellesley  Hills,  so- 
called,  bounded  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  the  northeast  corner  of  the 
premises,  at  a  point  in  the  west  line  of  the  road 
leading  from  Grantville,  so  called,  to  Needham 
East  village,  distant  36  feet  southerly  from  the 
centre  line  of  the  Boston  aqueduct,  so  called, 
measuring  perpendicularly  to  said  centre  line, 
thence  running  southeasterly  by  the  west  line 
of  said  road  about  175  feet,  to  land  formerly  of 
Holman,  thence  westerly  by  land  formerly  of 
Holman,  about  507  feet;  thence  northerly  by 


land  formerly  of  Turner,  about  11  feet,  to  a  point 
36  feet  southerly  from  the  centre  line  of  said 
aqueduct,  measuring  perpendicularly  to  said 
centre  line,  thence  easterly  about  490  feet  paral- 
lel to  and  36  feet  distant  southerly  from  the  cen- 
tre line  of  said  aqueduct,  to  the  point  of  begin- 
ning.   , 

Containing  three  quarters  of  an  acre,  more  or 
less ;  the  object  of  said  release  being  to  confirm 
in  said  Kingsbury  the  title  to  the  described 
premises,  which  premises  were  conveyed  Dec. 
10,  1852,  to  one  Holman  by  the  city,  by  deed  which 
was  never  recorded  and  is  now  lost. 

Sent  down. 

EDISON  UNDERGROUND  CONDUCTORS. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Underground  Wires  (Aid.),  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  order  granting  the  right  to 
the  Edison  Electric  Illuminating  Company  to 
lay  underground  conductors  for  electric  wires  in 
certain  streets  in  Boston,  passed  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  May  9,  1877,  is  hereby  amended  by  in- 
serting after  the  words,  "intersection  with  West 
Chester  Park,"  the  following  words,  namely: 
"And  in  the  streets  included  within  the  district 
or  portion  of  said  city  lying  within  or  bounded 
by  the  above  named  streets." 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.  Aid.  Maguire  moved  to  recon- 
sider; lost. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  reports  from  the* 
Committee  on  Paving  as  follows : 

Reports  and  orders  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front 
of  estates  as  follows: 

First  Congregational  Society,  corner  Centre 
and  Eliot  streets,  Jamaica  Plain. 

Lina  A.  Macquarrie,  44  Hartford  street. 

James  W.  Brodbine,  39-43.  inclusive,  Adams 
street,  Ward  20. 

Albert  AV.  Rounds,  46  Hartford  street. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order  for  edgestone  and  brick  side- 
walk hi  front  of  estate  of  Maria  Luppold,  Mor- 
ris, corner  Putnam  street. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  nil e. 

Report  and  order— That  license  be  granted  to 
L.  V.  Niles,  to  construct  and  maintain  Hyatt 
lights  in  front  of  Nos.  9  and  11  Cornhill,  upon 
the  usual  conditions. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order — That  the  Boston  and  Provi- 
dence Railroad  Corporation  be  granted  permis- 
sion to  close  to  public  travel,  the  bridge  over  its 
tracks  at  Park  street,  Wes  t  Roxbury,  during  the 
rebuilding  of  said  bridge. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Report  recommending  that  a  permit  be  grant- 
ed upon  the  usual  conditions  to  William  R.  Cav- 
anagh,  to  move  a  wooden  building  from  977 
Adams  street,  Ward  24,  to  rear  of  875  Adams 
street,  Ward  24.  Accepted  and  leave  granted 
on  the  usual  condition. 

Report  and  order— That  the  Boston  &  Provi- 
dence Railroad  Corporation  be  granted  leave  to 
close  Beach  street,  Ward  23,  to  public  travel, 
while  rebuilding  the  bridge  at  said  street  over 
their  tracks. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order— That  the  superintendent  of 
streets  be  directed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones 
and  pave  the  sidewalk  with  brick  on  the  south- 
erly side  of  Crawford  street,  from  No.  26  to  Elm 
Hill  avenue,  one-half  the  cost  of  the  same  to  be 
assessed  on  the  owners  of  abutting  estates. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

SEVENTEENTH  OF  JUNE. 

Aid.  Donovan  submitted  the  following: 
The  joint  special  committee  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  report  a  programme  for  the  celebration 
of  the  coming  17th  of  June,  having  considered 
the  subject,  respectfully  submit  the  following 
programme  as  a  partial  report,  whereby  the 
funds  provided  by  the  City  Council  may  be  dis- 
tributed through  the  customary  channels  for 
the  observance  of  the  day ;  the  various  organiza- 
tions that  participate  to  receive  a  contribution, 
and  the  usual  accessories  of  the  celebration  to 
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be  provided  for  as  heretofore.  The  committee 
also  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompany- 
ing order,  to  provide  for  the  manner  by  -which 
the  funds  shall  be  expended. 

Plan  for  distribution  of  appropriation  for  17th 
of  June : 

Seventeenth  of  June  Association 81.000  00 

Music  400  00 

Three  military  companies,  .flOO  each 300  00 

G.  A.  K.  posts  (two)  and  A.  O.  H.,  each  8100. . .       300  00 

Hall  and  collation 300  00 

Fireworks 250  00 

Police 150  00 

Decorations 125  00 

Observation  stand  and  chairs 100  00 

High  Shool  cadets 50  00 

Bandstands 50  00 

Chief  marshal 50  00 

Advertising 25  00 

Bells 20  00 

Carriages 20  00 

Incidentals 257  41 

For  the  committee, 

Patrick  J.  Donovan,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  of  committees,  -with 
the  approval  of  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  author- 
ized to  make  all  necessary  arrangements  for  the 
celebration  in  Charlestown  of  the  anniversary 
of  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  on  the  com- 
ing 17th  of  June,  according  to  the  pro- 
gramme prepared  by  the  special  committee 
appointed  for  the  purpose;  and  the  said  clerk 
may  expend  on  that  account  the  sum  of  §3000, 
appropriated  therefor  by  the  City  Council,  and 
also  the  income  of  the  Foss  and  Babcock  funds. 

The  question  was  on  the  acceptance  of  the 
report. 

Aid.  Donovan— In  behalf  of  the  Committee 
on  the  17th  of  June  Celebration,  I  have  been 
authorized  by  them  to  say  a*  word  in  their  be- 
half. There  has  been  published  last -week,  and 
again  today  in  the  Boston  daily  papers,  several 
severe  criticisms  on  that  committee,  because 
they  did  not  see  fit  to  give  to  a  certain  organ- 
ization within  this  city — who  are  to  have  a  row- 
ing regatta  on  that  day — a  definite  answer 
whether  or  not  they  would  distribute  to  them  a 
part  of  the  appropriation,  in  order  to  enable 
them  to  give  those  participating  in  that  regatta 
suitable  prizes.  In  the  Herald  of  today  a  certain 
statement  is  made,  which  I  do  not  propose  to 
read  entire,  but  will  read  one  portion  of  it : 

"Yes,"  said  President  Hanley  of  the  Bradford  Boat 
Club  yesterday  afternoon,  "we  are  going  to  have  a  re- 
gatta, and  a  grand  one,  too,  in  spite  of  Aid.  Donovan  and 
his  collegues,  who  kept  the  Xew  England  Amateur  Row- 
ing Association  in  suspense  so  long  about  the  appropria- 
tion and  then  refused  it." 

That  statement  I  would  say  was  not  a  fact.  I 
would  say  that  after  that  statement  was  pub- 
lished in  this  morning's  Herald,  the  first  time 
the  committee  voted  any  money  to  any  organiz- 
ation which  is  to  take  part  in  the  coming  cele- 
bration of  the  17th  of  June  was  between  1  o'clock 
and  1.20  P.M.,  this  afternoon.  That  was  the 
first  time  any  persons  who  are  applicants  for 
a  portion  of  the  appropriation  could  have  had 
any  definite  answer,  as  it  was  the  first  time  the 
Committee  on  the  17th  of  June  Celebration  had 
voted  to  give  any  organization  any  sum  of 
money.  The  trouble  has  been  that  some  two  or 
three  gentlemen,  residents  of  the  city  of  Boston, 
who  thought  they  had  influence  enough  with  the 
members  of  the  city  government  to  guarantee  to 
that  organization  an  appropriation  from  this 
fund,  and  thinking  that  way  did  some  six 
weeks  or  two  months  ago  guarantee  publicly  at 
a  meeting  of  this  association  that  the  city  gov- 
ernment would  make  an  appropriation  for  that 
regatta.  That  regatta  was  supposed  to  take 
place  on  Mystic  river.  These  gentlemen 
have  misled  the  members  of  that  or- 
ganization, for  at  no  time  has  any  mem- 
ber of  the  committee,  either  individually 
or  collectively,  given  to  them  either  as  indi- 
viduals or  as  an  organization  any  information  as 
to  whether  or  not  an  appropriation  would  be 
made  for  that  organization.  On  the  7th  day  of 
April  I  received  a  letter,  which  I  have  in  my 
pocket,  from  the  president  of  the  organization, 
but  I  do  not  propose  to  tire  this  Board  by  read- 
ing it  now.  That  was  the  first  communication 
we  had  received  from  them.  He  went  on  and 
enumerated  what  the  association  was  going  to  do 
and  stated  what  they  would  like.  On  the  12th  of 
April  I  personally  acknowledged  the  receipt  of 
that  letter  to  the  president,  and  informed  him 
that  there  had  been  no  meeting  of  the  committee 
and  that  I  would  not  call  a  meeting  until  the 


Appropriation  bill  had  been  passed  and  signed. 
So  that  when  I  did  call  a  meeting  of  the  com- 
mittee, they  could  go  to  work  on  the  basis  of 
knowing  what  the  appropriation  was  to  be  upon 
which  they  were  to  work.  Week  before  last  I 
called  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  the  17th 
of  June  Celebration,  and  laid  all  the  papers  be- 
fore them  which  had  been  sent  to  me.  That 
committee  voted  to  adjourn  to  the  following  Sat- 
urday, that  was  one  week  ago  last  Saturday,  so 
that  all  parties  who  had  made  application  for  a 
portion  of  this  appropriation  could  be  notified 
to  appear  before  the  committee  and  state 
why  they  should  recover  that  portion  of  the 
appropriation.  Amongst  others  that  were  noti- 
fied was  this  organization,  the  president  of 
which  appeared  before  the  committee,  who 
heard  him,  I  think,  upwards  of  half  or 
three  quarters  of  an  hour,  and  after  he 
got  through  the  committee  informed 
him  that  they  would  take  the  matter 
under  advisement.  Since  that  time  the 
committee  have  taken  no  action  until  the  meet- 
ing today.  But  I  must  say.  in  justice  to  the 
president  of  that  organization,  that  since  this 
Board  met  this  afternoon  l  have  received  from 
him  the  following  letter,  which  I  desire  to  read 
and  have  placed  upon  the  records  of  this  Board 
in  defence  of  that  committee,  and  also  in  his 
defence : 

Boston,  May  16, 1887. 
Committee  on  June  17  Celebration.    Alderman 

P.  J.  Donovan,  Chairman. 

Gentlemen,— Enclosed  please  find  clippings 
from  Herald  and  Globe  which  contain  criticisms 
of  your  actions  towards  the  New  England  Asso- 
ciation. I  believe  that  all  has  been  done  in  our 
favor  by  your  committee  that  could  be  done 
consistently  and  in  as  short  a  time  as  possible. 
The  regatta  committee  have  been  informed  of 
the  progress  made  by  you  from  time  to  time,  and 
understand  perfectly  what  has  been  done,  and 
there  is  certainly  no  grounds  for  such  criticisms. 
I  wish  most  positively  to  deny  any  knowledge  re- 
garding the  article  in  the  Globe,  and  am  most 
certainly  not  indignant  at  the  treatment  we 
have  received  at  your  hands.  I  assure  you,  gen- 
tlemen.that  the  committee  understand  fully  how 
the  matter  stands  with  you,  and  have  no  fault 
to  find.  "We  waited  until  the  last  minute 
at  which  we  considered  it  safe,  and  then 
knowing  we  could  not  get  an  answer  from  you 
for  a  few  days,  decided  to  go  ahead,  and  raise 
the  funds  afterwards,  and  to  hold  our  regatta 
on  the  Charles  river.  I  hope  the  New  England 
Association  will  not  be  blamed  by  you  or  re- 
ceive less  of  your  good  will  because  of  these  two 
articles.  I  wish  to  thank  the  committee  jointly, 
and  those  I  have  met  individually  for  the  cour- 
tesy shown  me,  and  remain, 

Yours  respectfully, 

W.  Stimpson, 
Pres.  New  Eng.  Ama.  R.  Asso. 

So  much  for  that,  Mr.  Chairman.  I  have  also 
a  letter  here  from  the  gentleman  who  was  sup- 
posed to  be  interviewed  in  the  Herald  of  today, 
namely,  Mr.  Hanley,  the  president  of  the  Brad- 
ford Boat  Club,  which  letter  also  reached  me 
since  I  came  into  this  Board  this  afternoon,  and 
I  will  read  it : 

Jordan,  Marsh  &  Co..  Boston,  May  16,  1887. 
Committee    on   June   17,   1887,  P.  J.  Donovan, 

Chairman. 

Gentlemen,— I  wish  to  deny  having  uttered 
the  words  or  expression  as  quoted  as  coming 
from  me  in  Boston  Herald  of  this  morning,  and 
hope  that  you  will  not  take  any  notice  of  this 
newspaper  talk,  and  hope  that  it  may  not  affect 
your  good  will  towards  the  New  England  As- 
sociation. Yours  very  truly, 

T.  E.  Hanley, 
President  Bradford  Boat  Club. 

I  desire  to  have  those  letters  placed  on  the 
record  in  justice  to  the  committee.  We  feel 
that  we  should  not  be  criticized  for  that  which 
we  have  done  honestly  for  the  best  interest  of 
the  city  and  for  the  best  interest  of  the  New 
England  Association.  We  have  treated  them 
inexactly  the  same  manner  as  we  have  treated 
every  person  who  ,  appeared  before  the 
committee.  If  four  or  five  members  of  that  as- 
sociation have  gone  so  far  as  to  pledge  the  city 
without  any  authority  for  an  appropriation  to 
this  association,  the  blame  should  rest  with 
those  gentlemen  who  made  the  pledge  and  not 
upon  the  committee  having  the  matter  of  the 
celebration  in  charge. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was 
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passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.     Sent 
down. 

FOURTH  OF  JULY. 

Aid.  Donovan  submitted  the  following: 
The  Special  Committee,  appointed  to  con- 
sider and  report  a  plan  for  the  celebration  of  the 
coming  4th  of  July,  respectfully  submit  as  a 
partial  report  the  accompanying  programme  for 
the  approaching  celebration,  and  they  recom- 
mend its  adoption  by  the  City  Council,  subject 
to  such  modifications  as  it  may  be  found  advisa- 
ble to  make  hereafter.  The  programme  in- 
cludes most  of  the  features  that  have  been 
ohserved  in  former  years,  together  with  an  esti- 
mate of  the  expense  in  each  particular,  amount- 
ing in  the  aggregate  to  the  sum  appropriated  by 
the  City  Council  for  the  said  celebration : 
Programme. 

Oration 8100 

Children's  entertainments 3,000 

Music 1,400 

Sailing  regatta 1,400 

l?mvin<rrea-art!i-?CnarleS1'iver>    81.7501  2  000 

«owmg  regatta  |  Jamaicapondj       250^ J.ooo 

Balloon,  comic  charactei  s 200 

Fireworks 1,600 

Bicycle  races 275 

Lacrosse 350 

Athletic  games,  South  Boston 200 

Hurling  match 150 

Swimming  match 100 

Ice  water 250 

Printing 400 

East  Boston  ferries 25 

Police 100 

Incidentals 450 

For  the  committee, 

Patrick  J.  Donovan,  Chairman. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

report  called  for. 

Aid.  Carroll  gave  notice  that  at  the  next 
meeting  he  should  call  for  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Fire  Department  on  the 
order  offered  by  him  on  March  14.  to  increase 
the  pay  of  members  of  the  Fire  Department, 
and  called  attention  to  the  inequality  of  the 
salaries  of  foremen,  unlike  the  salaries  of  the 
Police  Department  where  officers  of  the  same 
grade  receive  the  same  pay.  He  thought  it 
was  time  to  act  on  the  matter. 

HALF  HOLIDAY   ON   SATURDAY. 

Aid.  Capen  offered  an  order— That  His  Honor 
the  Mayor  be  requested  to  direct  the  heads  of 
departments  to  allow,  as  part  compensation  for 
their  services  rendered  to  the  city  of  Boston, 
all  employees,  except  those  whose  services  are 
indespensable,  a  half  day's  vacation  without 
loss  of  pay  on  Saturday  afternoons  during  the 
months  of  June,  July,  August  and  September, 
1887. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  was 
put  upon  its  passage. 

Aid.  Sullivan  moved  to  amend  so  that  City 
Hall  should  be  closed  at  12  o'clock  on  Saturdays. 
If  nobody  is  to  be  here  what  is  the  use  of  having 
the  hall  open? 

Aid.  Capen  accepted  the  amendment. 

Aid.  Carroll  raised  the  point  that,  under  the 
ordinances,  the  hall  must  be  open  until  2  o'clock 
for  the  transaction  of  business. 


The  Chair  ruled  the  point  of  order  well 
taken. 

Aid.  Sullivan  called  attention  to  a  decision 
of  the  corporation  counsel  that  an  order  takes 
precedence  of  an  ordinance. 

The  order  was  passed.  Aid.  Capen  moved  to 
reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  down. 

GAS  CONTRACT. 

Aid.  Bromwich  offered  an  order— That  the 
Superintendent  of  Lamps  be  authorized  to  con- 
tract with  any  responsible  gas-lighting  company 
or  companies,  for  furnishing  gas  for  the  public 
street  lamps  in  Roxbury,  West  Roxbury,  Ja- 
maica Plain,  Brighton,  Dorchester,  South  Bos- 
ton, East  Boston  and  Charlestown,  for  the  term 
of  three  years  from  the  date  of  such  contracts, 
the  expense  incurred  under  this  order  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Lamp  De- 
partment 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  put 
upon  its  passage. 

Aid.  Allen— I  would  like  to  inquire  if  that 
can  be  done  without  advertisement,  as  the  sum 
will  undoubtedly  exceed  $2000? 

The  Chair— The  city  charter  provides  that  it 
must  be  done  by  advertisement. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 
auditor's  report. 

Aid.  Allen  offered  an  order— That  the  annual 
report  of  the  city  auditor  for  the  financial  year 
1886-7  be  submitted  in  print,  and  that  5500  copies 
thereof  be  printed  for  distribution  at  the  office 
of  the  city  auditor,  City  Hall,  and  the  several 
police-station  houses. 

Passed,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Sent 
down. 

the  next  meeting. 

Aid.  Allen— I  move  than  when  this  Board 
adjourns  it  be  to  meet  on  Tuesday.  May  31  at  i 
o'clock,  which  is  practically  a  motion  to  adjourn 
for  two  weeks. 

Aid.  Carroll  objected,  because  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  Council  would  increase  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Board  at  the  next  meeting.  Later 
on  he  would  be  glad  to  adjourn  for  two  weeks, 
but  preferred  to  attend  to  public  business  when 
it  should  be  done. 

Aid.  Donovan  opposed  adjournment  for  two 
weeks  because  the  Fourth  of  July  committee 
would  have  another  report  to  make. 

The  motion  of  Aid.  Allen  was  lost. 

SALARY  OF  THE  CEMETERY  COMMISSION. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  an  order — That  the  city  au- 
ditor with  the  approval  of  His  Honor  the 
Mayor,  be  authorized  to  allow  for  payment  to 
any  of  the  Commissioners  on  Public  Ceme- 
teries, as  compensation  for  their  services  a  sum 
not  exceoding  five  hundred  dollars;  said  sum  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  incidental 
expenses. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  put 
upon  its  passage. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Lee  it  was  voted  that  all 
aldermanic  and  all  joint  rules,  especially  joint 
rule  No.  14,  be  suspended. 

The  order  was  passed.  Aid.  Lee  moved  to  re- 
consider ;  lost.    Sent  down. 

Adjourned  at  8.31  P.M.  on  motion  of  Aid 
Allen. 
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Proceedings   of    the   Common    Council. 


Thursday,  May  19,  1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  at 
7.30  P.M..  President  Barry  in  the  chair. 

By  direction  of  the  president  the  clerk 
called  the  roll  with  the  following  result : 

Present— Barry,  Bowman.  Carroll,  Carsten- 
sen.  Coleman,  Coyle,  Davem,  Desmond,  Dolan. 
Fisher,  Foss,  Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost,  P.  J.  Galla- 
gher, Gomez,  Haggerty.  Hayes,  Kelley.  Ladd, 
Lattimore.  Lauten.  Learv.  McKenna,  McNary, 
F.  Morison.  F.  R.  Morrison,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Nor- 
ton. Kunan,  O'Mealey;  Perkins.  Reilly,  Rich- 
ards, Sanger,  Shaw,  Short,  Snow,  £.  Sullivan, 
J.  H.  Sullivan.  R.  Sullivan,  Sundherg.  Teevens, 
Tracy,  Tuttle,  Webster,  Whall,  Whitmore— 48. 

Absent— Atwood.  Blume,  Burr,  Chamberlain. 
Clark.  Cochran,  Connolly,  Dewey,  Duggan. 
Dunn,  J.  Gallagher.  Harrington,  Kelliher, 
Kennedy,  Light.  Mahoney,  McEnaney,  J.  Mur- 
phy. J.  J.  Murphy,  Perry,  C.  C.  Powers,  E.  J. 
Powers,  Thayer,  Wilson— 24. 

OCCUPATION  OF  STREETS    FOR    BUILDING    PUR- 
POSES. 

Mr.  Sanger  offered  an  order— That  the  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Department  for  the  In- 
spection of  Buildings  be  requested  to  make  re- 
port to  the  City  Council  what  action,  if  any,  has 
been  taken  by  them  on  the  order  introduced  by 
Mr.  Dewey  of  Ward  21  and  referred  to  t'>em 
(passed  by  Common  Council  March  3,  1887,  and 
concurred  in  by  Board  of  Aldermen  March  14, 
1887)  as  to  "Whether  or  not  the  provisions  of 
Section  8  of  Chapter  28  of  the  Revised  Ordi- 
nances of  1885  as  amended  by  Chapter  25  of  the 
Ordinances  of  1886  have  been  complied  with 
since  the  date  of  said  amending  ordinance." 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sanger^  to  the 
Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings. 

Mr.  Sanger  offered  an  order— That  the  In- 
spector of  Buildings  be  requested  to  inform  the 
City  Council  whether  or  not  the  provisions  of 
Sect.  8  of  Chap.  28  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of 
1885,  as  amended  and  now  in  force,  with  regard  to 
the  occupation  of  the  public  streets  for  build- 
ing purposes,  have  been  enforced  since  the 
amendment  passed  the  present  year ;  and  more 
especially  as  to  the  buildings  now  being  erected 
on  the  easterly  side  of  West  Chester  Park,  both 
north  and  south  of  Huntington  avenue,  and  on 
the  southerly  side  of  Beacon  street,  west  of 
West  Chester  Park ;  and  whether  there  is  any 
reason  why  a  way  suitable  for  the  use  of  foot- 
passengers  should  not  be  erected  and  main- 
tained by  and  at  the  expense  of  the  builders  in 
front  of  said  buildings  during  the  occupancy  of 
said  public  streets. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sanger,  to  the 
Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings. 

PLANK  WALKS  ON  THE  COMMON. 

Mr.  Sanger  offered  an  order— That  the  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds  consider  and  report  as  to  the  condition 
of  the  plank  walks  recently  removed  from  the 
Common  and  other  public  grounds,  and  whether 
suitable  provision  has  been  made  for  their  care 
and  preservation  for  future  use. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Common,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Sanger. 

TAKING  OF  LAND  FOR  SCHOOLHOUSE  PURPOSES. 

Mr.  Sanger  offered  an  order— That  the  corpo- 
ration counsel  be  requested  to  advise  the  City 
Council  as  to  whether  in  his  opinion  the  provi- 
sions of  Sections  4S  and  49  of  Chapter  44  of  the 
Public  Statutes,  providing  for  the  taking  of  land 
by  towns  for  school  purposes,  and  allowing  the 
value  of  such  land  in  case  of  appeal  by  owners 
from  the  award  of  towns  to  be  determined  by  a 
jury,  are  by  the  provisions  of  Section  51  of  said 
chapter,  and  by  Section  2  of  Chapter  28  of  the 
Public  Statutes  applicable  to  the  taking  of  land 
by  the  city  of  Boston  for  school  purposes  and 
determining  the  price  to  be  paid  for  the  land  so 
taken. 


Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  the  reference  of  tiie 
order  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  as  un- 
der our  rules  they  are  the  recognized  medium 
of  obtaining  the  opinion  of  the  corporation 
counsel,  and  it  does  not  in  that  case  require  any 
co-operation  with  the  other  branch. 

Mr.  Sanger— The  only  objection  I  can  find  to 
that,  Mr.  President,  is  that,  as  I  understand  it, 
the  Common  Council  has  the  right  to  ask  for  the 
opinion  of  the  corporation  counsel  as  well  as  the 
Committee  on  Judiciary.  To  be  sure,  the. 
reference  to  the  committee  is  the  usual 
way.  My  only  reason  for  asking  that  the 
rule  might  be  suspended  was  that  the  mat- 
ter might  be  passed  at  this  time,  as  just 
at  this  time  there  seems  to  be  a  good  deal  of 
stir  with  regard  to  the  purchase  of  land  for 
schoolhouses,  and  upon  investigation  of  the  law 
it  seems  to  me  that  we  could  decide,  and  decide 
at  once,  whether  the  city  had  the  same  right 
that  the  town  had  to  take  land,  and  then  if 
owners  are  not  satisfied  with  the  price,  to  leave 
the  price  to  be  determined  by  a  jury.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  order  should  be  passed  now  in 
order  that  the  question  may  be  settled  as  soon 
as  possible.  There  would  necessarily  be  a  good 
deal  of  delay  in  reference  to  the  committee. 

The  President — The  question  is  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12.  The  Chair 
would  state  that  at  this  time  all  debate  is  out  of 
order. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Judiciary.  Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider;- 
lost. 

THE  FROG  POND. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order— That  His 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  instruct  the 
superintendent  of  the  Common  and  public 
grounds  to  immediately  repair  and  put  in  good 
order  the  stone  edging  to  the  Frog  pond  on  the 
Common,  the  expense  being  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Common  and  public  grounds. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  move  a  suspension 
of  the  rule,  Mr.  President,  in  order  that  the  mat- 
ter may  be  considered  at  this  time,  and  for  that 
reason  I  will  state  that  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
order  is  in  the  nature  of  a  request  to  the  mayor 
to  direct  a  thing  to  be  done.  Under  the  present 
state  of  the  appropriations  I  believe  that  is  the 
only  power  that  we  have,  and  I  will  explain  the 
matter  a  little  further,  if  necessary,  should  the 
rales  be  suspended, 

The  President— Mr.  Whitmore  moves  that 
the  rules  be  suspended. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  to  hear  the  order  read 
once  more,  Mr.  President.  • 

The  President— The  clerk  will  read  the  order 
for  information. 

The  clerk  read  the  order. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time,  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule,  and  the  question  came  on  its 
passage. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  believe,  Mr.  President,  that 
there  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  the  present 
state  of  the  Frog  pond  on  the  Common  is  very 
bad  indeed.  The  stones  are  tumbling  down, 
and  the  newspapers  have  taken  notice  of  the 
fact.  Ordinarily  I  should  move  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Common  take  the  matter  into 
consideration.  But,  as  I  have  said,  sir,  I  under- 
stand that  the  appropriation  for  Common  is  now 
entirely  within  the  disposal  of  the  superintend- 
ent. He  has  a  great  many  calls  upon  him,  and 
I  am  afraid  it  may  be  neglected ;  whereas  if  we 
introduce  an  order  of  this  kind,  and  the  Board 
joins  with  us,  requesting  His  Honor  the  Mayor 
to  give  it  his  attention,  it  will  be  perfectly  pro- 
per, and  we  shall  be  relieved  from  all  responsi- 
bility in  the  matter.  The  money  is  there  and 
has  not  been  spent.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  is 
as  necessary  an  object  as  is  connected  with  the 
department ;  but  of  that,  of  course  His  Honor 
the  Mayor  will  judge  when  the  matter  comes 
before  him.  I  think  that  if  we  pass  the  order 
and  send  it  to  the  other  branch  we  have  clone 
all  we  can  to  remedy  the  very  bad  defect  in  that 
department  at  the  present  time.  I  hope,  there- 
fore, that  the  order  may  receive  the  approval  of 
the  Council. 

The  order  was  passed.  Mr;  Whitmore  moved 
to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  down. 

STREET  BANDS  AND  MUSIC. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  the  following ; 
An  Ordinance 
To  regulate  bands  and  other  musicians  perform- 
ing in  the  public  highways  and  places. 
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Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  No  bands  and  individuals  shall  per- 
form on  musical  instruments  or  sing-  in  any 
public  place  or  highway  'without  having 
first  obtained  a  license  from  the  Board  of 
Police  of  Boston,  to  be  granted  on  such  condi- 
tions as  said  board  may  prescribe.  Such  licenses 
shall  be  in  a  form  approved  by  the  City  Council, 
and  shall  remain  in  force  until  disallowed  by 
the  said  City  Council. 

Sec.  2.  The  provisions  of  this  ordinance  shall 
not  apply  to  itinerant  musicians  or  others  al- 
ready placed  by  statute  under  the  regulations 
of  the  Board  of  Police  of  Boston. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances. 

VACATION  FOR  FERRY  EMPLOYEES. 

Mr.  Fisher  offered  an  order— That  the  board 
of  directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries  be  requested 
to  allow  the  employees  of  the  Ferry  Depart- 
ment a  two  weeks'  vacation  without  loss  of  pay, 
as  part  compensation  for  the  services  rendered 
by  them  to  the  city  of  Boston,  and  that  said 
directors  be  likewise  requested  to  arrange  for 
the  payment  of  such  employees  previous  to  the 
taking  ©f  such  vacation. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading 
and  Mr.  Fisher  moved  to  suspend  the  rule. 

Mr.  Ladd— It  seems  to  me  that  the  rule  should 
not  be  suspended  to  pass  such  an  order  as  this. 
I  doubt  whether  we  can  afford  to  give  to  the 
employees  of  the  city 

The  President— The  question  is  on  suspend- 
ing the  rules. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  mo- 
tions, orders  and  resolutions  introduced  at  the 
present  time  are  to  take  their  first  reading 
only. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  rule  that  the 
question  of  suspension  is  debatable.  The  gen- 
tleman has  moved  the  suspension  of  the  rule. 
Mr.  Ladd  of  Ward  10. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Mr.  President. 

The  President— Mr.  Ladd  of  Ward  10. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  was  only  going  to  ask  if  the 
gentleman  would  give  way  long  enough  to  have 
the  order  take  its  first  reading. 

Mr.  Ladd — Yes,  certainly. 

The  clerk  read  the  order. 

Mr.  Ladd— That  certainly  seems  to  me,  Mr. 
President,  like  unprecedented  action.  I  have 
never  heard  anything  like  it  since  I  have  been 
in  the  City  Council.  I  am  utterly  astonished  at 
such  a  proposition.  I  had  thought  that  these 
tentative  measures  that  had  been  offered  here 
to  give  a  half  holiday;  and  the  passage  of  spe- 
cific orders- 
Mr.  Whall— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
gentleman  is  discussing  the  merits  of  the  ques- 
tion. The  question  before  the  house  is.  shall 
the  rule  be  suspended? 

Mr.  Ladd— Mr.  President,  I  will  endeavor  to 
keep  within  the  rule.  I  trust  the  rule  will  not 
be  suspended,  because  if  the  rule  is  suspended 
and  the  order  passed,  we  shall  be  in  this  posi- 
tion: We  shall  be  authorizing  a  tiling  which 
will  not  only  apply  to  one  particular  depart- 
ment, but  which  will  be  an  entering  wedge  for 
all  the  other  departments.  I  hope  the  rule  will 
not  be  suspended  and  this  order  put  upon  its 
passage  at  the  present  time,  because  I  think  it 
is  certainly  the  most  unwarrantable  thing  that 
has  ever  been  attempted  since  I  have  been  here, 
and  an  attempt  is  being  made  to  rush  it  through 
under  suspension  of  the  rule.  Therefore  I  hope 
the  rule  will  not  be  suspended.  It  is  an  at- 
tempt to  cut  off  debate  of  the  merits  of  the 
question  in  this  Council.  Now,  the  least  sense 
of  justice,  it  seems  to  me,  would  prompt  the 
gentleman  to  understand  that  a  question  of  this 
kind  should  be  debated  upon  its  merits,  and 
not  on  a  mere  question  of  suspending  the  rule. 
W'e  are  limited  to  that,  as  the  matter  now 
stands.  In  all  conscience  and  all  fairness  a 
question  of  this  kind  should  he  debated  upon 
its  merits,  and  I  trust  that  the  rule  will  not  bo 
suspended,  because  if  it  is  it  will  cot  off  all  op- 
portunity for  debate  on  the  merits  of  the  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Fisher— I  wish  to  inform  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  10  that,  this  is  a  customary  order.  It 
was  put  in  last  year  and  passod,  and  they  had  the 
two  weeks'  vacation,  and  they  are  just  as  much 
entitled  to  it  as  any  men  in  the  employ  of  the 
city  of  Boston. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman 
a  question.    Do  the,  employees  in  any  other  de- 


partment of    the  city    government  have  two 
weeks'  vacation? 

Mr.  Fisher— There  are  a  number. 

Mr.  Ladd— Will  the  gentlemen  specify  the  de- 
partments? 

Mr.  Fisher— The  Police  and  Fire  Depart- 
ments. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Mr.  President. 

The  President— Mr.  Ladd  of  Ward  10. 

Mr.  Ladd— It  certainly  has  escaped  my  notice, 
and  I  endeavor  to  watch  the  proceedings  of  the 
Council  very  closely.  If  this  order  has  been  in- 
troduced in  the  past  I  certainly  was  not  aware 
of  it.  I  certainly  still  think  it  is  a  very  bad 
precedent  in  any  event,  when  we  undertake  to 
say  that  the  laborers  of  a  whole  department 
shall  be  excused  and  have  two  weeks'  vacation. 
You  might  as  well  say  that  every  employee  of 
the  city  government  shall  have  the  same  privi- 
lege. If  we  do  this  in  regard  to  one  department 
we  must  do  it  with  all. 

Mr.  Fisher— Mr.  President. 

Mr.  Whall— Mr.  President,  one  would  imag- 
ine from  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  10  that  this  was  an  order  unprecedented 
in  its  nature.  If  the  gentleman  had  remem- 
bered this  matter  as  he  so  minutely  remembers 
other  things  that  should  be  forgotten  he  would 
have  called  to  his  mind  the  fact  that  on  May  27, 
1886,  in  this  very  chamber,  and  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  offering  the  order  tonight,  was  intro- 
duced an  order  of  exactly  the  same  tenor,  and 
at  that  time  no  one  watchdog  of  the  treasury 
arose  in  his  place  to  say  that  we  were  attempt- 
ing to  make  an  onslaught  on  the  funds  of  our 
city,  and  that  we  were  striving  to  bring  into  our 
departments  a  practice  thatr  was  novel,  and 
which  would  be,  perhaps,  hurtful. 

"Mr.  Fisher  offered  an  order— That  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries  be  requested 
to  allow  the  employees  two  weeks'  vacation 
without  loss  of  pay,  as  part  compensation  for  the 
services  of  said  employees  to  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton." 

I  am  informed  by  the  gentleman  who  pre 
sented  the  order  that  that  order  was  passed. 
Upon  that  occasion  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance.  But,  as  the  gentleman  in- 
forms me,  later  on— and  I  have  not  had  time  to 
search  the  record  further,  because  I  supposed 
that  as  good  an  order  as  that  would  pass— as  the 
gentleman  informs  me,  the  order  did  pass.  For 
the  benefif  of  the  gentleman  I  will  refer  him  to 
the  proceedings  of  last  year,  page  601.  I  am  also 
informed  that  this  order  is  of  exactly  the  same 
tenorasan  order  which  has  passed  both  branches 
of  the  city  government  in  each  of  the  past 
three  years. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  My  point 
of  order  is  that  the  gentleman  is  not  speaking  to 
the  question  before  the  house,  namely,  the  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

Mr.  Whall— I  was  proceeding,  Mr.  President, 
to  inform  the  gentleman  why  any  reasons  that 
he  gave  against  the  suspension  61  the  rule 
should  not  operate,  and  why  the  reasons  (we 
will  call  them  reasons  for  the  time  being1)  were 
of  no  value.  I  think  the  rule  should  he  suspend- 
ed, because  the  reasons  which  the  gentleman 
has  given  against  the  suspension  of  the  rule 
have  failed.  This  is  not  novel.  We  have  done 
it  for  three  successive  years,  and  that  nobody 
may  vote  against  the.  .suspension  of  Hie  rule, 
believing  that  we  am  introducing  into  this  de- 
partment a  practice  which  is  not  vogue  in  other 
departments,  I  will  inform  the  gentleman,  as 
perhaps  he  may  have  been  informed  before  on 
I  his  floor,  of  this  fact:  that  in  the  Police  J  >epart- 
ment,  and  also  in  the  Fire  Department,  the  em- 
ployees of  the  city  arc  allowed  two  weeks' 
vacation  without  loss  of  pay;  and  I  have  an 
idea,  though  I  am  not  certain  of  the  fact,  that, 
all  the  employees  here  in  City  Hall  arc  allowed 
two  weeks'  vaction  without  loss  of  pay.  So  I 
hope,  Mr.  President,  that  the  arguments  which 
the  gentleman  has  brought  against  this  matter 
will  not  operate  tonight  against  the  suspension 
of  tho  role.  If  some  persons  may  he  scared,  and 
think  we  are  involving  the  finances  of  the  city, 
then  send  this  recommendation  or  this  order,  as 
it  was  sent  hist  year,  to  the  proper  committee,  to 
the  Committee  on  Kast  Boston  Ferries  or  to  the 
Commitete  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Frost— I  think,  sir.  as  was  the  case  last 
year,  that  this  order  should  he  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance;  and  I  will  so  move,  that 
this  order  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. 


MAY     19,     1887 


504 


Mr.  Whitmoke— If  I  may  be  allowed  to  sug- 
gest, the  motion  for  the  suspension  of  the  rule  is 
first  in  order. 

The  President— The  Chair  means  to  put  that 
motion  first.  The  question  is  on  the  suspension 
of  the  rule. 

The  question  was  put  on  suspension  of  the 
rule,  and  the  Chair  being  in  doubt  a  rising  vote 
was  taken.  The  Council  was  divided,  38  mem- 
bers voting  in  the  affirmative,  10  in  the  nega- 
tive, and  the  rule  was  declared  suspended. 

Mr.  Ladd  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  a 
verification  by  yeas  and  nays.  The  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered,  and  the  rule  was  suspended  ; 
yeas  48,  nays  9 : 

Yeas— Barry,  Blume,  Bowman,  Burr.  Carroll, 
Carstensen,  Chamberlain,  Cochran,  Coleman, 
Coyle,  Davern,  Desmond,  Dolan,  Duggan, 
Dunn,  Fisher,  Foss,  Fowler,  P.J.  Gallagher, 
Gomez.  Haggerty,  Hayes,  Keiiher,  Kelley, 
Lattimore,  Lauten,  Leary,  McKenna,  McNary, 
F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy, 
Norton.  Nunan.  O'Mealey,  E.  J.  Powers,  Reilly, 
Shaw.  Short,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Sund- 
berg.  Teevens.  Tracy,  Tuttle,  Webster,  Whall, 
Whitmore— 48. 

Nays— Fottler,  Frost,  Ladd,  Perkins,  Richards, 
Sanger,    Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  Wilson— 9. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Atwood,  Clark.  Con- 
nolly, Dewey,  J.  Gallagher,  Harrington,  Ken- 
nedy, Light,  Mahoney,  McEnaney,  F.  Morison, 
J.  Murphy,  Perry,  C.  C.  Powers,  Thayer — 15. 

The  order  was  read  a  second- time  and  passed. 
Mr.  Fisher  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

OFFICE  HOURS. 

Mr.  Whall  offered  the  following: 
An  Ordinance 
To  Amend  Chapter  4  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1885. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  l.  Chapter  4  of  the  Revised  Ordi- 
nances of  1885  is  hereby  amended  in  Section  4 
by  striking  out  all  after  the  words  "legal  holi- 
days," in  line  six,  and  inserting  in  place  there- 
of, the  words,  "and  the  anniversary  of  the  bat- 
tle of  Bunker  Hill ;  except  that  on  Saturdays 
during  June,  July,  August  and  September,  the 
city  offices  shall  be  closed  at  12  o'clock,  noon, 
and  on  the  other  Saturdays  throughout  the 
year  at  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon." 

Said  chapter  is  also  further  amended  in  Sec- 
tion 5,  by  adding  to  said  section  the  following 
words:  'and  the  anniversary  of  the  battle  of 
Bunker  Hill;  except  also  that  said  offices  shall 
be  closed  at  12  o'clock,  noon,  on  Saturdays  dur- 
ing June,  July,  August  and  September." 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Ordinances,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Whall. 

SALARY    OF    SECRETARY    OF    TRUSTEES    OF    MT. 
HOPE    CEMETERY. 

Mr.  Whall  presented  the  following: 

Boston,  May  2, 1887. 
William  B.  F.  Whall,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir,— The  Board  of  Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope 
Cemetery  find  that  while  the  new  ordinance 
empowers  them  to  elect  a  secretary  and  award 
hirn  a  salary,  they  are  unable  to  grant  him  any 
compensation  under  the  present  terms  of  the 
ordinance.  Will  you  have  the  kindness  to  look 
into  the  matter  and  endeavor  to  remove  the 
difficulty?  As  the  secretary  is  required  to  fur- 
nish a  bond  for  $5000,  you  will  see  the  necessity 
for  the  step  I  have  suggested. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

W.  P.  Leavitt, 
President  Board  of  Trustees. 

In  connection  with  the  above  Mr.  Whall  of- 
fered an  order— That  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances be  requested  to  consider  and  report  what 
changes  should  be  made  in  Chapter  47  of  the 
Revised  Ordinances  of  1885,  as  amended  by 
Chapter  42  of  the  ordinances  of  1886,  in  regard  to 
the  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Mt. 
Hope  Cemetery. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  AVhall,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances. 

BAND  STAND  ON  THE  COMMON. 

Mr.  Fowler  offered  an  order— That  the  super- 
intendent of  Common,  etc.,  be  requested  to 
cause  the  music  stand  on  the  Common  to  be  re- 
paired and  put  in  order  before  July  1  next,  for 
the  summer  concerts;  the  expense  attending 
the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
incidentals. 

Mr.  Fowler— I  move  a  suspension  of  joint 


rule  rvo.  14,  in  order  that  the  matter  may  be  put 
upon  its  passage  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  ask  the  gentleman 
if  he  would  withdraw  the  motion  long  enough 
for  me  to  offer  a  verbal  amendment  to  it,  be- 
cause the  first  reading  is  the  stage  where  an 
amendment  should  be  offered.  The  amendment 
I  was  going  to  propose  was  the  same  I  put  into 
the  order  in  regard  to  the  Frog  pond,  "that  His 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  direct  the 
superintendent  of  Common,  etc.,  to  cause,"  etc. 

Mr.  Fowler— I  will  accept  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Ladd-  I  would  like  to  have  the  order  read. 
I  did  not  understand  it. 

The  clerk  read  the  order. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  as 
amended  was  passed.  Mr.  Fowler  moved  to  re- 
consider; lost.    Sent  up. 

memorial  day. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  offered  an  order—  That  the 
city  messenger  be  instructed  to  provide  car- 
riages for  such  members  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil as  desire  to  attend  the  memorial  services  of 
Francis  Washburn  Post  92,  G.  A.  R.,  in  Brighton, 
on  May  29,  and  of  Thomas  G.  Stevenson  Post  26, 
G.  A.  R.,  on  May  30,  the  expense  attending  the 
same  to  be  charged  to  the  contingent  fund  of 
the  Common  Council. 

Passed,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Mr. 
Chamberlain  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

ANNUAL   EXCURSION  TO  THE  WATER  WORKS. 

Mr.  Bowman  offered  an  order— That  the  city 
messenger  be  directed  to  make  arrangements 
for  the  annual  excursion  of  the  members  and 
officers  of  the  Common  Council  to  the  water 
works  on  Wednesday,  the  8th  day  of  June  next, 
and  to  invite  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  the  Water 
Board,  the  Board  of  Health,  the  Board  of  Police, 
the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners,  the  water  reg- 
istrar, the  city  architect,  the  superintendent  of 
sewers*  the  city  engineer  and  assistants,  the 
clerk  and  assistant  clerk  of  committees,  and  the 
reporters  of  the  proceedings  of  the  City  Council, 
the  expense  attending  the  same  to  be  charged  to 
the  contingent  fund  of  the  Common  Council. 

Mr.  Bowman  moved  to  suspend  the  rule. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman 
why  he  did  not  amend  the  order  so  as  to  include 
the  whole  city  of  Boston? 

Mr.  Bowman— I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  the  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

Mr.  Wilson— Before  the  rules  are  suspended  I 
would  like  to  ask  for  information  whether  this 
order  is  not  broader  than  usual?  If  it  is  broader 
than  usual  I  should  like  to  have  an  opportunity 
of  looking  at  it.    It  seems  to  me — 

The  President — The  clerk  and  assistant  clerk 
of  committees  are  added.  Otherwise  it  is  the 
usual  order.  The  question  is  on  the  suspension 
of  the  rule. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  move  that  it  be  assigned  to  half 
past  8  this  evening. 

The  President — The  question  of  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule  takes  precedence. 

•The  president  put  the  question  on  suspension 
of  the  rule,  and  being  in  doubt,  a  rising  vote  was 
ordered.  The  Council  was  divided.  45 members 
voting  in  the  affirmative,  6  in  the  negative,  and 
the  rule  was  declared  suspended. 

Mr.  Richards— I  doubt  that  vote,  and  call  for 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  President— The  gentleman's  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  comes  too  late.  The  question  is 
on  giving  the  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Richards— I  rise  to  a  question  of  privi- 
lege. 

Mr.  Whall— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that 
the  gentleman  is  speaking  from  the  floor  with- 
out first  addressing  the  Chair. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time,  and  the 
question  came  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  shouldl  like  to  ask  if  the  gentle- 
man does  not  amend  the — 

Mr.  Wilson— I  rise  for  information.  I  under- 
stood the  Chair  to  say  that  this  order  was  simi- 
lar to  the  order  introduced  in  past  years,  except 
with  the  addition  oi  the  clerk  of  committees? 

The  President— With  the  addition  ot  the 
clerk  and  the  assistant  clerk  of  committees,  it  is 
the  same  as  last  year. 

The  order  was  passed ;  yeas  55.  nays  3 : 

Yeas — Barry,  Blume,  Bowman,  Burr.  Carroll, 
Carstensen,  Chamberlain,  Cochran,  Coleman, 
Connolly,  Coyle,  Davern,  Desmond,  Dolan,  Dug- 
gan,  Dunn,  Fisher.  Foss,  Fottler,  Fowler.  Frost, 
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P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Haggerty,  Hayes,  Keli- 
lier,  Kelley,  Lattimore,  Lauten.  Leary,  McKenna, 
McNary,  F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  J.  Murphy.  W.  H. 
Murphy,  Norton,  Nunan,  O'Mealey,  Perkins,  E. 
J.  Powers.  Reilly,  Sanger,  Shaw,  Short,  Snow, 
E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan;  R.  Sullivan.  Sund- 
berg,  Teevens,  Tracy,  Tuttle,  Webster  Wliall, 
Whitmore— 55. 

Nays— Ladd,  Richards,  Wilson— 3. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Atwood,  Clark,  Dewey, 
J.  Gallagher,  Harrington,  Kennedy,  Light,  Ma- 
honey,  McEnaney,  P.  Morison,  J.  Murphy,  Perry, 
C.  C.  Powers,  Thayer— 14. 

Mr.  Bowman  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

REPORTS  OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  Street  Com- 
missioners in  answer  to  the  order  of  April  14, 
last,  estimating  the  expense  of  widening  Har- 
rison avenue  on  the  west  side,  from  Essex  street 
to  Beach  street,  at  $125,000.  Their  judgment  is 
that  the  street  should  not  be  widened  on  one 
side  at  a  time,  but  that  when  the  city  govern- 
ment is  ready  to  appropriate  the  necessary 
means  to  improve  the  street,  sufficient  funds  be 
provided  to  complete  the  widening  upon  both 
sides  of  the  avenue  as  contemplated  on  the 
plans  that  have  long  been  prepared  lor  the  pur- 
pose. 

Sent  up. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  Street  Com- 
missioners in  reply  to  the  order  of  April  21,  last, 
that  in  their  opinion  an  appropriation  of  $560,000 
would  be  required  to  pay  for  the  widening  of 
Beacon  street,  on  the  northerly  side,  to  a  line  at 
the  southerly  portion  of  the  swelled  or  circular 
fronts  of  the  houses  between  Somerset  street 
and  Bowdoin  street,  and  to  said  line  extended 
from  Bowdoin  street  to  Mount  Vernon  street, 
and  to  a  line  at  the  southerly  portion  of  the  wall 
of  the  main  buildine  of  the  Congregational 
House,  extended  from  Somerset  street  to  Tre- 
mont  street. 

Sent  up. 

The  report  of  the  city  collector  of  the  leases, 
notes,  bonds  and  mortgages  owned  by  the  city 
of  Boston  (City  Doc.  83)  was  received  and  sent 
up. 

A  request  was  received  from  the  School  Com- 
mittee for  the  City  Council  to  grade  and  pave 
that  portion  of  the  yard  of  the  Dorchester 
Everett  scboolhouse  recently  added  to  the  lot. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Schools  and  School- 
houses. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  Fowler  presented  the  petition  of  Angel- 
ine  M.  Brackett,  for  release  of  conditions  in  deed 
from  the  city.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic lands. 

Mr.  Lattimore  presented  the  petition  of  Rob- 
ert G.  Bell  Post  134,  G.  A.  R.,  for  lease  of  the 
building  known  as  the  Smith  scboolhouse  for 
Ave  years  from  Jan.  1. 1888.  Referred  to  Joint 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

Mr.  Lattimore  presented,  and  moved  to  refer 
to  Committee  on  Finance,  the  petition  of  Robert 
G.  Shaw  Veteran  Organization  for  an  appro- 
priation of  $50  to  aid  in  decorating  on  Decora- 
tion day  the  graves  and  monuments  of  Charles 
Sumner,  Wendell  Phillips,  William  Lloyd  Gar- 
rison, Colonel  Shaw,  General  Hallowell,  Crispus 
Attucks,  Samuel  Maverick,  Jonas  Caldwell, 
Patrick  Carr,  Samuel  Gray,  and  others. 

Mr.  Lattimore— I  desire  to  withdraw  my  first 
motion,  and  move  to  suspend  the  rule,  so  that 
the  matter  may  be  put  upon  its  passage  tonight. 

Mr.  Whall— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
this  is  simply  a  petition.  There  is  before  us  no 
order  upon  which  we  can  act. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lattimore  the  petition  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
a  question  of  privilege. 

Mr.  Lauten— Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a  ques- 
tion of  privilege,  and  I  believe  it  is  the  first  time 
in  the  seven  years  I  have  been  a  member,  but 
as  f  have  been  attacked  by  two  members  of  the 
City  Council  in  the  upper  branch,  I  ask  the  in- 
dulgence of  this  Council  lor  a  few  minutes  to 
reply  briefly  to  the  statements  made  against  ine. 
On  the  5th  mst.  1  find  the  following  in  the  Herald 
under  City  Hall  Chitchat: 

Alderman  Donovan,  chairman  of  the  Board,  is  very 
emphatic  in  his  denunciation  of  some  ot  the  witnesses 
Who  testified  yesterday  at  the  Stair  House.  "When  Mr. 
Lawton  attacks  'rising  statesmen'  at  City  Hall,"  he  says, 


"he  should  remember  that  none  ot  them  have  ever  heen 
guilty  ot  exacting  monthly  royalty  from  a  poor  woman 
for  the  privilege  of  keeping  a  city  reception  room  at  City 
Point. 

Then  he  goes  on  to  speak  about  a  certain  alder- 
man and  ex-alderman.  On  the  following  day  I 
replied  in  the  same  paper  as  follows : 

Regarding  the  statement  made  by  Alderman  Donovan 
in  last  night's  edition  against  Councilman  Lauten,  accus- 
ing him  with  receiving  a  royalty  for  allowing  a  poor 
woman  to  keep  a  city  reception  room  at  City  Point,  the 
latter  savs  that  it  is  false  and  absurd,  and  he  courts  any 
investigation  that  may  be  brought  against  him  on  the 
subject.  Councilman  Lauten's  statement  at  t lie  hearing 
on  a  board  of  public  works  for  Boston,  given  al  the  Stale 
House  the  other  evening,  and  which  he  advocated  as  far 
hack  as  1879,  brought  out  the  statement. above  narrated 
from  Alderman  Donovan. 

On  the  next  day  the  following  appeared  under 
City  Hall  Chitchat: 

Notwithstanding  the  denial  of  Councilman  Lauten, 
Alderman  Donovan  desires  to  reiterate  his  charge  that 
"Mr.  Lauten,  with  another  South  Bsston  man,  demanded 
and  received  a  monthly  royalty  from  a  soldier's  widow  in 
South  Boston,  who  had  charge  of  a  reception  room  at. 
Marine  Park.  An  investigation  would  corroborate  this 
statement." 

On  the  following  Monday  the  alderman  from 
the  sixth  district,  after  a  long  speech,  goes  on 
to  say: 

A  woman  can  be  produced  who,  with  the  permission  of 
this  Board,  will  stand  on  that  floor— and  I  desire  the  news- 
paper correspondents  to  quote  me  correctly — a  widow, 
the  wife  of  a  dead  soldier,  who  has  on  hei  person,  or  has 
had,  a  book  wherein  it  is  shown  that,  one  of  these  puri- 
fiers has  received  from  her  every  month  a  certain  stipend 
of  Money,  which  he  charges,  as  he  has  led  her  to  believe, 
for  his  support  and  his  influence  in  proem  ing  her  the  poor 
pittance  of  a  permit  to  sell  apples  and  other  fruit  and  a 
little  soda  at  the  entrance  of  the  park,  which  is  in  South 
Boston. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  don't  propose  either  to 
soil  or  wash  anybody's  political  linen.  I  think  I 
have  a  right  to  conduct  my  private  business 
and  affairs  and  investments  of  money,  without 
any  alderman  's  permission  or  censure.  My 
business  relations  with  this  woman  who  tells 
these  silly  and  untrue  stories  in  barrooms  and 
elsewhere,  came  about  through  a  man  who  had 
befriended  her  for  years,  and  m  1S84  asked  my 
help  and  pecuniary  support  to  better  her  condi- 
tion. She  had  married  an  enlisted  man  sta- 
tioned at  Fort  Warren,  who,  being  in  consump- 
tion, was  mustered  out.  He  died  soon  after  and 
she  receives  a  pension.  As  I  wasn't  a  member 
of  the  city  government  at  that  time,  and,  in 
fact,  the  whole  business  transaction  had  no 
bearing  with  city  government  matters,  I  don't 
see  why  these  two  aldermen  should  take  the 
trouble  to  bring  it  before  the  public  in  open 
meeting.  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  investing 
several  hundred  dollars  lor  the  fun  of  the  thing, 
and  risk,  too;  but  in  this  case  I  was  persuaded 
by  this  friend  to  help  and  better  the  condition 
of  a  woman  who,  instead  of  being  grateful,  is 
mad  because  she  lost  the  place,  and  olaines  me 
for  it.  Now  why  should  I  put  her  out  if  it  was 
a  source  of  revenue  to  me?  No,  Mr.  President, 
on  the  one  hand  it  is  politics,  and  on  the  other 
it  is  malice,  anger  and  ungratefulness.  We  all 
know  what  an  angry  woman's  tongue  can  and 
will  say,  and  I  begin  to  believe  myself  that  Mr. 
Weller's  advice  was  good  and  sound,  and  I 
recommend  it  also  to  the  aldermen.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, as  so  much  publicity  has  been  given  to 
this  matter,  and  false  stories  circulated,  I  think 
it  is  due  to  me,  your  colleague,  that  a  commit- 
tee of  this  Council  be  appointed  to  investigate 
the  charges  made, and  that  I  may  have  a  chance 
to  ascertain  and  refute  iany,  and  all  charges 
made  by  this  woman  in  relation  to  this  business 
transaction. 

Mr.  McNary— I  have  listened  very  carefully 
and  attentively  to  the  remarks  of  tlfe  gentle- 
man in  relation  to  his  connection  with  the 
affair  at  City  Point.  I  certainly  agree  with  (lie 
gentleman  that  it  is  due  to  him  that  he  should 
be  placed  in  the  proper  position  before  the  mem- 
bers of  the  City  Council  if  he  has  been  attacked 
by  members  in  the  city  government.  Although 
I  differ  in  politics  from  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  14,  I  have  never  before  heard  anything 
derogatory  to  his  character.  But  as  this  story 
has  been  circulated  around  the  corridors  of  City 
Hall,  and  has  been  referred  to  in  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  and  in  the  newspapers,  and  as  the 
gentleman  himself  denies  it  in  public  and  at 
this  meeting,  I  move  that  a  committee  of  five 
members  of  the  Common  Council  be  appointed 
to  consider  this  matter,  and  have  power  to  sum- 
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mons  witnesses,  and  report  in  regard  to  the 
charges  made  against  Councilman  Lauten. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  ask  the 
gentleman  to  put  his  order  in  writing, 

Mr.  McNary  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  five  members 
of  the  Common  Council  be  appointed  to  investi- 
gate and  report  on  the  charges  made  against 
Councilman  Lauten  of  Ward  14  at  the  meeting 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on  May  2. 

Mr.  Whitmore  —  I  move  to  amend  that 
order  by  adding  the  words  "with  such  as  tbe 
Board  of  Aldermen  may  join."  I  do  it  for  this 
reason :  I  have  known  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  14  for  a  number  of  years,  owing  to  his 
beinga  member  of  this  body,  and  I  must  say 
I  was  astonished  beyond  measure  at  the  charges 
made  against  him.  But,  sir,  I  think  it  right  and 
propei  that  this  Council  should  not  take  a  false 
step  and  establish  a  wrong  precedent  out  of 
sympathy  which  we  may  feel  for  one  of  our 
members.  This  matter  did  not  occur  during  the 
year  in  which  this  gentleman  was  a  member  of 
the  Common  Council,  and  especially  does  not 
happen  during  the  present  year,  so  far  as  tbe 
Council  at  present  know.  We  undoubtedly 
might  investigate,  to  a  certain  extent,  charges 
brought  against  any  of  our  members  for  official 
acts ;  but  I  doubt  if  we  can  go  beyond  that.  But 
to  investigate  the  acts  of  any  person,  now  a 
member,  in  his  private  capacity,  woidd  in  my 
estimation  be  taking  a  wrong  step  on  the  part  of 
this  Council.  On  the  other  hand  the  formal 
charges  have  been  made  in  the  Board  of 
Aldermen.  If  any  investigation  is  to  be  made, 
it  seems  to  be  right  and  proper  that  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  should  be  asked  to  join,  in  order 
that  the  report,  whatever  it  is,  when  made  shall 
be  officially  presented  to  the  branch  in  which 
the  charges  were  made.  Under  those  circum- 
stances it  seems  to  me  that  the  Council  might, 
without  establishing  a  bad  nreeedent.yield  to  the 
wishes  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  14,  and  ask 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  join  with  us  in  ap- 
pointing the  committee  for  which  the  gentle- 
man has  asked.  To  appoint  a  committee  solely 
from  this  body,  it  seems  to  me,  would  be  putting 
ourselves  in  a  position  which  hereafter  might 
prove  very  troublesome,  and  be  a  proceeding 
which  I  believe  is  not  warranted  Dy  any  past 
action  of  the  Common  Council.  I  offer  that 
amendment  in  the  hope  that  it  will  be  satisfac- 
tory to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  14,  and  I  think 
it  will  enable  him  to  have  his  vindication  made 
complete  in  the  particular  place  where  he  most 
desires  to  have  his  vindication  made,  namely, 
in  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Whall— I  certainly  hope  that  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
will  prevail,  and  1  do  that  with  the  most  friend- 
ly feelings  and  deepest  sentiments  of  friendship 
for  my  associate  from  Ward  14.  I  think  that 
the  charge  which  has  been  made  upon  the  floor 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  should  be  met  there 
with  denial  or  proof  upon  that  self  same  floor. 
I  am  glad  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  14 
himself  sees  the  wisdom  and  policy  of  the 
amendment  which  has  been  offered  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12.  As  regards  the  merits  of 
the  case  it  is  not  now  fitting  for  any  of  us  to 
dilate  upon  them.  I  was  shocked  and  surprised 
when  I  read  of  the  affair,  and  to  my  associate  I 
gave  that  benefit  which  I  would  give  to  the  low- 
est criminal  who  is  in  our  docks.  I  believe  he  is 
innocent.  Let  those  who  made  the  charge  prove 
it.  I  can  sympathize  with  him  in  these  days 
when  penny-a-liners  and  scribblers  are  throw- 
ing their  darts  at  every  man  who  is  trying  to  be 
decent  and  do  his  duty.  Particularly  in  these 
days  can  I  sympathize  with  him.  I  hope  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  will 
prevail:  Where  the  charge  is  made,  there  let 
the  answer  come.  From  the  knowledge  which 
I  have  of  the  man  I  have  no  doubt  tbe  answer 
will  be  a  complete  vindication  from  the  charge 
which  has  been  made  against  him. 

Mr.  McNary— I  desire  to  say  but  one  word 
more  upon  the  matter.  I  offered  the  order  in 
the  best  of  faith,  and  in  accordance  with  the 
suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  14.  My 
idea  in  offering  the  order  for  a  committee  of 
members  of  the  Council  was  that  the  gentleman 
was  amenable  to  the  Common  Council,  and  not 
to  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  As  he  himself  sug- 
gested the  order,  I  offered  it  in  the  same  spirit. 
I  know  nothing  of  the  case  one  way  or  the  other, 
but  as  he  has  denied  the  charges,  I  desired  to 
allow  the  parties  who  made  them  an  opportun- 


ity to  present  their  proof.  All  I  desire  is  a  full 
and  fair  investigation,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  committee  appointed  will  be  satisfac- 
tory. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  hope  the  gentleman  who 
has  just  taken  his  seat  will  allow  me  in  the 
most  friendly  manner  to  take  exception  to  one 
remark  he  made,  namely,  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  14  was  amenable  for  his  acts  to  this 
branch.  I  must  protest,  sir,  that  I  cannot  view 
it  in  that  light.  If  he  were  guilty  to  the  fullest 
extent,  I  claim  that  this  Board  has  nothing  at 
all  to  do  with  it.  Unfortunately,  wo  have  no 
power  whatever  to  discipline  members  for  any 
action  taken  before  they  were  members.  That 
is  a  power  which  we  have  asked  f<  >r  in  past  years, 
and  it  has  been  refused  to  us  time  and  again.  We 
stand,  Mr.  President,  as  I  understand  it,  just  as 
would  any  club  of  which  the  gentleman  may  be 
a  member.  He  comes  to  his  associates  to  vindi- 
cate himself  in  their  estimation,  but  beyond 
that  he  is  not  amenable  to  us  beyond  what  he 
would  be  to  any  volunteer  association  of  which 
he  was  a  member.  I  make  the  suggestion,  for  I 
think  the  gentleman  may  have  used  the  word 
without  thinking'  of  the  meaning ;  and  as  I  have 
often  contended  that  we  have  no  such  powers.  I 
merely  desire  to  put  it  on  record  now. 

Mr.  McNary— I  used  the  word  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, unthinkingly.  I  supposed  we  had  that 
power,  but  we  have  to  live  and  learn.  I  sup- 
posed that  we  could  pass  a  vote  of  censure  upon 
a  member  for  his  official  acts,  but  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12,  who  understands  this 
matter  better  than  any  other  member  of  the 
Council  has  said  we  do  not  possess  that  power, 
I  suppose  we  ought  to  believe  him.  At  the  same 
time,  I  think  we  should  pass  this  order  and  give 
the  gentleman  a  chance  to  prove  the  facts 
upon  which  he  has  based  his  denial. 

The  order  as  amended  was  read  a  second 
time  and  passed.  Mr.  McNary  moved  to  recon- 
sider; lost. 

The  president  appointed  Messrs.  Foss.  Frost, 
Hayes,  E.  Sullivan  and  W.  H.  Murphy  on  said 
committee. 

Sent  up. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall,  Nos.  1  to  9  were 
acted  on  together,  viz. : 

1.  Quarterly  report  of  superintendent  of  Fan- 
euil-hall  Market. 

2.  Quarterly  report  of  Overseers  of  Poor. 

3.  Quarterly  report  of  city  clerk. 

4.  Report  of  Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries 
of  receipts  for  three  months,  ending  April  30, 
1887. 

5.  Report  of  Sealers  of  Weights  and  Measures 
for  three  months,  ending  April  30,  1887. 

6.  Report  of  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  for 
fires  and  alarms  for  April,  1887. 

7.  Auditor's  monthly  exhibit.  (City  Docu- 
ment 82.) 

8.  Notice  of  organization  of  Board  of  Com- 
missioners of  Sinking  Funds, — Newton  Talbot, 
chairman ;  Alfred  T.  Turner,  treasurer ;  James 
H.  Dodge,  secretary. 

9.  Notice  of  organization  of  Board  of  Fire  Com- 
missioners,— Robert  G.  Fitch,  chairman;  Fred- 
erick W.  Smith,  clerk. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 

10.  Notice  of  indefinite  postponement  of  tbe 
order  for  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters 
to  report  on  the  matter  of  purchasing  the  fran- 
chise of  the  Metropolitan  railroad,  etc. 

Mr.  McNary— Of  course  the  only  thing  that 
can  be  done  with  this  motion  is  to  place  it  on  file. 
But  I  wish  an  opportunity  to  state  that  I  have  pre- 
pared an  order  substantially  of  the  same  char- 
acter for  which  I  shall  ask  a  suspension  of  the 
rule  in  order  to  move  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Judiciary. 

The  motion  was  placed  on  file. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McNary  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended to  enable  him  to  offer  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Judiciary 
consider  and  report  to  the  Common  Council  of 
what  value  is  the  equity  of  the  city  of  Boston  in 
the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  and  what 
are  the  best  means  for  maintaining  such  equity, 
and  whether  it  is  advisable  to  purchase  all  the 
franchises,  property,  rights  and  furniture  of 
said  railroad  company,  pursuant  to  the  pro- 
visions contained  in  the  act  passed  by  the  Leg- 
islature of  Massachusetts,  being  Section  7, 
Chapter  353  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1853. 

Referred  on  motion  of   Mr.    McNary   to   the 
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Committee  on  Judiciary.    Mr.  McNary  moved 
to  reconsider ;  lost. 

THE  HEATH-STREET  GRAVEL  BANK. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan  called  up  the  special  assign- 
ment, viz. : 

36.  Order  authorizing'  the  sale  of  any  part  or 
the  whole  of  the  city  estate  at  corner  of  Tre- 
mont  and  Heath  streets,  Roxbury. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— As  there  was  a  lengthy  de- 
bate on  this  order  the  other  night,  and  as  I  desire 
to  give  an  opportunity  to  some  members  of  the 
Council  to  explain  things  to  the  committee 
themselves,  I  move  the  recommittal  of  this  or- 
der to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  with 
this  suggestion,  that  they  give  a  public  hear- 
ing, and  that  the  members  from  Ward  22  be 
notified  of  that  public  hearing. 

Mr.  F.  Morison— I  hope  this  reference  will 
prevail.  I  knew  nothing  about  this  matter 
when  it  came  before  the  Council  at  our  last 
meeting,  hut  during  the  two  weeks  that  have 
elapsed  since  that  time  I  have  seen  one  of  the 
Park  Commissioners  who  came  to  me  for  the 
purpose  and  said  that  the  commissioners  were 
unanimous  in  the  opinion  that  this  piece  of 
property  should  not  be  sold ;  that  there  are  very 
important  uses  to  which  it  might  be  put  in  ref- 
erence to  the  City  Park  system,  and  they 
thought  it  was  a  mistake  for  the  city  to  sell  it. 
I  sincerely  hope  that  the  reference  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  will  prevail 

Mr.  Richards— I  have  had  some  talk  with  the 
members  of  the  Park  Commission,  and  am  lead 
to  believe  from  what  the  gentleman  has  just 
stated,  that  that  is  the  right  view  to  take  and 
that  this  matter  shouldf  be  recommitted.  I 
think  it  would  be  a  very  foolish  policy  for  the 
city  of  Boston  to  sell  the  land.  It  is  needed  very 
much  for  filling  the  marshy  district  which  is 
included  in  the  proposed  park  in  that  neigh- 
borhood. I  went  out  there  this  afternoon  to  see 
it  and  was  fully  convinced  that  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton could  utilize  the  large  clay  bank  much  bet- 
ter by  keeping  it  than  by  selling  it- 
Mr.  Desmond— As  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  and  one  who  was  at  that  meet- 
ing, I  wish  to  say  that  it  was  by  the  unanimous 
vote  of  the  members  present  that  they  reported 
to  the  city  government  the  order  to  sell  that 
land.  That  matter  has  been  a  bore  to  the  Com- 
mittee oh  Public  Lands  for  years.  I  think  my- 
self that  if  a  majoritv  of  the  members  of  this 
Council  saw  that  piece  of  land  they  would  be  in 
favor  of  selling  it.  I  do  not  see  the  use  of  re- 
committing the  order.  I  do  not  see  as  any  bene- 
fit is  to  be  derived  from  recommittal.  The 
order  reads  that  under  the  supervision  of  the 
mayor  the  Board  of  Street  Commission- 
ers shall  sell  that  property  at  private  or 
public  sale.  I  made  it  my  business  to  visit 
that  place  and  last  week  I  voted  for  this 
order,  and  I  should  vote  again  tonight  the  same 
as  I  did  in  the  committee  for  the  city  to  sell 
that  land.  It  was  formerly  owned  by  the  town 
of  Roxbury,  and  came  into  the  city  of  Boston's 
hands  when  Roxbury  was  annexed.  It  has  been 
a  bore,  as  I  said  before.  Petitions  come  in  to 
buy  part  or  all  of  it,  and  I  should  certainly  vote 
here  tonight  to  sell  the  property. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  did  not  intend  to  say  any- 
thing on  this  matter,  but,  because  I  have  always 
lived  within  10  minutes' walk  of  that  place,  I 
consider  that  I  know  something  in  regard  to 
the  wants  of  the  people  in  that  district.  The 
people  over  there  do  not  desire  to  have  that  lot 
of  land  sold.  In  regard  to  its  being  a  bore  to 
the  city  of  Boston,  I  can  say  positively  on  my 
own  authority  that  it  is  no  bore,  and  will  be  of 
immense  value  in  a  short  time.  I  do  not  think 
it  should  he  sold,  because  the  people  of  that  dis- 
trict will,  before  long,  desire  to  have  a  school- 
house  there,  and  there  is  such  an  increase  of 
population  that  there  will  have  to  be  an  engine 
house  in  the  district,  in  which  there  are  at  least 
15  breweries,  as  well  as  other  manufacturing 
places.  I  think  that  is  enough  in  itself  to  show 
that  this  will  be  needed.  I  make  the  motion  to 
refer  to  the  committee,  so  that  the  gentlemen 
of  the  Council  could  have  an  opportunity  to  ex- 
amine into  the  matter,  and  that  the  representa- 
tives from  Ward  22  in  any  public  hearing  which 
might  be  granted, could  presentsuch  statements 
as  would  make  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
if  they  considered  the  arguments,  just  and  clear 
to  vote  against  selling  the  land.  For  that  rea- 
son, in  order  not  to  take  up  any  further  time  at 
present,  I  hope  that  the  Council  will  see  that  I 


am  right  in  wishing  that  this  matter  should  be 
recommitted  to  the  committee,  and  that  the  or- 
der should  not  be  forced  to  its  passage  tonight. 
I  think  if  I  went  into  the  matter  more  fully,  the 
Council  would  decide  on  the  statements  which 
I  would  make  that  the  order  should  not  pass  to- 
night, but  should  be  referred  to  the  committee, 
and  I  say  that  with  all  due  respect  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12. 

Mr.  Short— In  speaking  to  my  colleague  to- 
night from  Ward  22,  I  became  aware  of  the  fact 
that  he  had  met  with  an  experience  similar  to 
that  which  I  had  met  with  myself;  and  that  was 
that  he  was  requested  by  several  of  our  con- 
stituents to  have  this  matter  thoroughly  inves- 
tigated before  any  sale  was  made  of  this  prop- 
erty by  the  city  of  Boston.  With  all  due  regard 
for  the  committee  making  the  report,  and  for 
the  members  who  desire  to  dispose  of  the  prop- 
erty, I  earnestly  request  that  the  Council  will 
recommit  this  matter,  in  order  to  give  it  a  full 
and  thorough  investigation. 

The  order  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fowler,  Nos.  11  to  15  inclu- 
sive were  acted  upon  together,  viz. : 

11.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  leave  to 
withdraw  on  the  petition  of  Georgiana  Williams 
for  compensation  for  personal  injuries  received 
on  Tremont  street,  Charlestown. 

12.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Frank  W.  Hosea  for  com- 
pensation for  personal  injuries  received  on  ac- 
count of  alleged  neglect  of  the  city  at  Deer 
Island. 

13.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Dennis  Crowley  for  compen- 
sation for  personal  injuries  received  on  one  of 
the  East  Boston  ferryboats. 

14.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  P.  F.  Devney  for  compensa- 
tion for  damage  to  his  cab  from  alleged  defect 
in  Cabot  street. 

15.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  John  Bell  to  he  compensated 
on  account  of  injuries  to  his 
seat  on  the  Public  Garden. 


on  account  of  injuries  to  his  son  from  a  defective 
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Severally  accepted  in  concurrence. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  E.  Sullivan,  Nos.  16  to  19  in- 
clusive were  acted  on  together,  viz. : 

16.  Report  of  Committee  on  Streets,  leave  to 
withdraw  on  petition  of  Eliot  B.  Mayo  and  oth- 
ers, that  Thayer  street  belaid  out  and  accepted. 

17.  Report  of  same  committee,  inexpedient  to 
take  any  action  in  the  matter  of  widening  and 
enlarging  the  archway  running  from  North 
Market  street  to  Blackstonc  and  Fulton  streets. 

18.  Report  of  same  committee,  that  the  order 
for  communications  from  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners relative  to  laying  out  and  widening 
streets  to  be  submitted  to  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men in  print  and  not  considered  for  30  days, 
ought  not  to  pass. 

19.  Report  of  same  committee,  that  the  order 
requesting  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  to 
widen  Thayer  street,  between  Harrison  avenue 
and  Albany  street,  and  lay  out  the  same,  ought 
not  to  pass. 

Severally  accepted  in  concurrence. 

20.  Report  of  Common,  etc.,  and  resolve  and 
order  accepting  with  thanks  the  statue  of  Lief 
Ericson,  tendered  by  Oliver  W.  Peabody  and 
others,  and  authorizing  the  building,  at  the 
junction  of  Commonwealth  avenue  and  West 
Chester  park,  of  a  foundation  and  the  erection 
thereon  of  a  pedestal  for  said  statue. 

Report  accepted,  and  resolve  and  order  passed 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Mr.  Frost  moved 
to  reconsider;  lost. 

ROXBURY  HIGH  SCHOOL  SITE. 

Mr.  Leary  called  up  No.  34.  the  order  in  re- 
gard to  site  for  Roxbury  High  School. 

Mr.  Whall— I  mise  the  point  of  order,  that 
that  number  being  under  unfinished  business 
cannot  be  called  up  except  by  a  suspension  of 
the  rules. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

Mr.  MrNARY— I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 
This  is  the  most  important  order  on  the  calen- 
dar and  I  think  the  Council  ought  to  take  it  up 
now. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  hope  the  gentleman  will  not  in- 
sist upon  the  suspension  of  the  rule,  so  that  that 
order  may  be  taken  up  now.    It  seems  to  me 
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there  are  other  very  important  matters  on  the 
calendar.  I  don't  know  why  all  should  not  be 
taken  in  their  regular  order. 

Mr.  Whall- I  certainly  hope  the  matter  will 
not  be  taken  up  out  of  its  order,  because  we  have 
before  us  four  important  finance  committee  re- 
ports, all  of  which  will  require  48  votes,  and  it 
is  absolutely  essential  that  at  least  one  of  them 
should  be  passed  tonight,  if  the  work  is  to  be 
done. 

Mr.  McNary— Mr.  President,  I  withdraw  the 
motion  to  suspend  the  rule. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE   BOARD   OF  ALDERMEN- 
RESUMED. 

21.  Report  of  Committee  on  Water,  that  the 
order  to  release  to  L.  Allen  Kingsbury,  for  a 
nominal  consideration,  all  the  right,  title  and 
interest  of  the  city  in  a  certain  parcel  of  land  at 
Wellesley  Hills,— to  confirm  his  title  thereto, 
the  deed  never  having  been  recorded,— ought 
to  pass. 

Report  accepted. 

Mr.  Whall— That  it  may  be  upon  record  in 
relation  to  this  matter,  I  will  say  that  this  whole 
subject  was  investigated  last  year  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  and  this  order  incorpor- 
ates the  wishes  of  the  committee. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence.  Mr. 
Wilson  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

22.  Report  of  Committee  on  Streets,  that  the 
order  requesting  the  Street  Commissioners  to 
prepare  a  plan  and  submit  an  estimate  of  the 
cost  of  widening  a  part  of  Rutherford  avenue, 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted,  and  said  order  passed  in  con- 
currence. Mr.  Reilly  moved  to  reconsider; 
lost. 

New  Court  House  Loan. 

23.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  and 
order  for  a  loan  of  $800,000,  for  not  less  than 
thirty  nor  more  than  fifty  years,  at  a  rate  of  in- 
terest not  exceeding  4  per  cent  per  annum,  and 
the  certificates  of  indebtedness  to  be  known  as 
the  "Suffolk  County  Court- House  loan" ;  the 
money  to  be  appropriated  and  expended  for  the 
purposes  set  forth  in  Chapter  101,  Acts  of  1887. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  under 
a  suspension  of  the  rule,  moved  by  Mr.  Whall, 
was  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Ladd— 1  do  not  wish  to  oppose  the  pas- 
sage of  this  order,  but  I  see  with  regret  Ithat 
this  order  has  necessarily  assumed  its  present 
shape,  and  for  that  reason  I  hope  that  some  plan 
will  be  devised  whereby  we  shall  not  pursue, 
such  a  wasteful  course  as  it  seems  to  me  we 
have  been  pursuing  in  the  past  in  regard  to  our 
loans.  By  exempting  our  loans  from  taxation 
we  could  purchase  the  n  at  a  very  much  less 
rate  of  interest,  and  thereby  the  city  of  Boston 
will  be  sure  of  collecting  the  whole  of  what  is 
assessable  as  taxes  upon  these  bonds.  Whereas 
if  the  loan  is  negotiated,  as  it  is  proposed  to  ne- 
gotiate these  bonds,  the  city  of  Boston  probably 
will  not  be  able  to  collect  one  tenth  of  the  taxes 
that  would  be  properly  assessed  upon  these 
bonds.  There  are  various  expedients,  as  is  well 
known,  for  bonds  of  this  character  to  escape 
taxation.  They  are  held  perhaps  by  parties  out 
of  the  city  and  out  of  the  State,  and  nothing  is 
known  about  them ;  they  escape  taxation  where 
they  are  held.  Even  where  the  beneficial  in- 
terest in  the  bonds  is  vested  in  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton or  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  it  is  well 
known  that  expedients  are  resorted  to  to  escape 
taxation,  such  as  bonds  being  held  in  the  name 
of  a  nominal  rtarty  outside  the  city  or  State 
when  the  beneficial  interest  lies  in  some  party 
within  the  State  or  city.  Now,  I  say  we 
do  not  want  to  encourage  that  class  of 
investors  to  invest  in  our  loans  —  those 
who  are  inclined  to  resort  to  any  round- 
about questionable  methods  of  evading  taxa- 
tion. We  rather  want  to  encourage  the  citizens 
of  Boston  and  Massachusetts  who  have  money 
to  invest  and  who  would  like  to  be  able  to  take 
a  bond  at  a  much  lower  rate  of  interest,  which 
is  exempt  from  taxation  and  pays  practically  to 
the  city  of  Boston  at  once  the  proper  sum  that 
should  be  assessed  upon  that  money  as  taxes 
to  carry  on  the  government.  In  that  way  we 
would  be  sure  of  assessing  and  collecting  the 
full  amount  of  taxes;  whereas  in  this  case  we 
are  only  able  to  collect  a  very  small  part  of  it. 
I  hope,  therefore,  that  in  the  future— we  cannot 
do  it  in  this  case,  because  there  is  a  pressing 
need  for  this  loan  and  there  is  no  chance  for 
delay ;  hut  when  loans  are  needed  in  the  future 


for  the  Court  House  or  Public  Parks  or  any 
other  public  purposes— I  hope  the  question  of 
exempting  them  from  taxation  will  be  carefully 
considered  and  the  wisest  result  arrived  at. 
I  believe  that  if  a  wise  result  is  reached  it  will 
be  in  favor  of  exempting  such  bonds  from  tax- 
ation, for  the  present  plan  is  simply  taking  our 
money  out  of  one  pocket  and  putting  only  a 
very  small  part  of  it  back  into  the  other. 

Mr.  Whall— For  the  benefit  of  those  gentle- 
men who  have  asked  me  in  private  what,  was 
the  reason  of  our  giving  a  4  per  cent  limit  on 
this  loan.  I  will  venture  to  give  a  little  of  the 
history  of  this  loan.  Mr.  President,  you  will  re- 
member that  by  an  act  passed  by  the  present 
Legislature,  the  commissioners  for  our  new 
County  Court  House  were  authorized  to  make 
drafts,  to  a  certain  amount,  at  sundry  times,  (or 
rather  to  make  requisitions,)  upon  the  city  of 
Boston.  It  was,  by  that  act,  made  mandatory 
that  we  should  fill  those  requisitions,  and  upon 
our  failure  to  do  so,  the  act  provided  for  a 
petition  for  mandamus  to  our  Supreme  Ju- 
dicial Court  to  compel  the  citv  of  Boston  to  per- 
form the  duty  which  it  otherwise  might  have 
shirked.  The  County  Court-House  Commis- 
sioners drew  upon  the  City  Council  of  Boston  a 
requisition  for  $800,000.  By  virtue  of  the  act  re- 
ferred to,  it  bee  une  the  bounden  duty  of  the 
City  Council  to  meet  that  requisition  within  a 
reasonable  time.  In  conformity  with  that  act, 
your  Financial  Committee  reported,  the  report 
was  accepted,  and  the  order  accompanying  their 
report  was  adopted,  appropriating  $800,000  to 
be  negotiated  by  our  city  treasury  at  a  rate  not 
exceeding  3%  per  cent,  and  for  a  period  of  not 
less  than  30  or  more  than  50  years.  Acting  upon 
the  authority  thus  given  onr  city  treasurer  ad- 
vertised for  bids,  and  when  the  time  came  to 
open  the  box  containing  the  bids  there  was 
emptiness  and  nothing  more— not  a  single,  soli- 
tary bid  was  received  for  that  loan.  The  pro- 
posals were  asked  for  at  a  time  when  the  rate 
in  the  money  market  was  high.  Since  then  the 
market  has  become  more  loose  and  money  has 
become  more  plentiful.  The  city  treasurer 
came  belore  the  Financial  Committee  and 
asked  that  he  be  allowed  to  have  authority  to 
solicit  bids  with  or  without  advertising.  We 
generally  do  not  tell  the  secrets  of  the  Finance 
Committee;  but  here  I  may  mention  what  is, 
perhaps,  an  open  secret,  that  the  committee  is 
unanimously  opposed  to  the  policy  of  receiving 
proposals  without  advertisement.  We  declined 
to  allow  the  treasurer  to  receive  proposals 
without  advertising  for  them.  We  thought 
that  there  shoukl  be  no  Star  ChamDer 
proceedings  in  conducting  the  financial 
business  of  the  city  of  Boston,  and  that  every 
moneyed  institution  should  have  an  equal  right 
to  bid  for  securities  which  our  city  decided  to 
float  upon  the  market.  Then  the  city  treasurer 
told  us  that  if  he  could  not  do  that,  and  had  to 
advertise  for  bids,  the  chauces  were  99  out  of  100 
that  he  would  not  receive  proposals.  "But,"  said 
he,  "if  you  allo.w  me  a  margin,  and  let  ine  adver- 
tise for  bids  at'a  rate  of  interest  not  exceeding 
4  per  cent,  then  1  can  float  this  loan."  Now,  as 
regards  the  learned  disquisition  on  finance  that 
has  come  from  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10,  I 
will  say  this,  that  exempting  our  bonds  from 
taxation  might  amount  to  nothing  at  all.  The 
large  loan  which  we  negotiated  for  park  pur- 
poses was  negoitated  in  Philadelphia,  the  secur- 
ities are  held  there ;  and  offering  that  loan  at 
even  3y2  per  cent— a  $500,000  loan— we  received  a 
bonus  of  $57,000.  My  friend  from  AVard  10  may 
probably  think  that  a  $57,000  bonus  will  make 
up  for  the  missing  taxes.  I  see  no  reason  why  it 
should  not  be  done. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  certainly  hope  that  the  present 
loan  will  be  negotiated  as  favorably  as  the  last 
one  was.  Certainly  nobody  can  find  any  fault 
with  the  price  obtained  for  those  bonds.  But  it 
shows  clearly  the  principle  for  which  I  am  con- 
tending, namely,  that  by  adopting  this  policy 
we  invite  foreigners  to  take  our  bonds,  and  shut 
the  doors  in  the  face  of  our  own  people  and  our 
own  money  holders,  and  prevent  them  from 
taking  our  bonds.  Now  I  say  it  is  an  added  se- 
curity to  the  city  if  the  citizens  of  Boston  shoukl 
hold  its  bonds.  They  will  take  more  interest  in 
the  management  of  the  city  of  Boston  if  they 
are  themselves  its  bondholders.  Therefore, 
while  we  may  have  obtained  a  good  price  for 
the  bonds  sold  in  Philadelphia,  I  oelieve  that  a 
wiser  policy  would  be  to  so  shape  our  course 
that  we  should  open  the  door  to  our  own  citi- 
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zens  where  they  could  safely  and  with  an  abso- 
lute preservation  of  their  self-respect  and  their 
own  honesty  and  honor  at  home,  invest  in  our 
securities.  I  believe  there  is  no  spot  hi  the 
United  States  and  no  spot  in  the  world  where 
money  can  be  obtained  cheaper  than  right  here 
in  the  city  of  Boston,  if  we  provide  facilities  so 
that  our  own  citizens  can  he  equal  with  for- 
eigners in  investing  in  our  loans.  However, 
I  do  not  wish  to  oppose  this  loan.  I  know  it  is 
necessary  it  should  go  through.  I  only  wished 
to  answer  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  7,  inasmuch  as  what  he  said  seemed  to 
misrepresent  my  own  sentiments. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence ;  yeas  62, 
nays  0 : 

Yeas — Atwood,  Barry,  Blume,  Bowman.  Burr, 
Carstensen,  Chamberlain,  Cochran,  Coleman, 
Connolly,  Coyle,  Davem.  Desmond,  Dolan,  Dug- 
gan,  Fisher,  Foss,  Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost,  P.  J. 
Gallagher,  Gomez,  Haggerty,  Harrington, 
Hayes,  Keliher,  Kelley,  Kennedy,  Ladd,  Lauten, 
Leary,  Mahoney,  McEnaney,  McKenna,  McNary, 
F.  Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H. 
Murphy.  Norton,  Nunan,  O'Mealey,  Perkins,  E. 
J.  Powers,  Reilly,Richards,  Sanger,  Shaw,  Short, 
Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan, 
Sundberg,  Teevens,  Thayer,  Tracy,  Tuttle,  Web- 
ster, Whail,  Whit  more  Wilson— 62. 

Nays— 0. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Carroll,  Clark,  Dewey, 
Dunn.  J.  Gallagher,  Lattimore,  Light,  J.  Mur- 
phy. Perry.  C.  C.  Powers— 10. 

The  President— The  Chair  desires  to  say  now 
and  to  request  that  members  as  they  vote  will 
take  their  seats  and  remain  seated  until  the  roll- 
call  is  finished.  I  hope  the  members  will  take 
notice  of  this  request.  It  is  very  disagreeable  to 
the  clerk  to  have  members  moving  about  the 
hall  during  the  roll-call. 

Mr.  Wttat.t,  moved  to  reconsider  the  last  vote ; 
lost. 

Miscellaneous. 

24.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  and 
order  for  a  transfer  of  $9000  from  the  reserved 
fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Stony  brook  im- 
provement, the  same  to  be  expended  in  the 
construction  of  fences  and  safeguards  along  the 
channel  of  said  brook. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence, 
yeas  60,  nays  0.  Mi'.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider ; 
lost. 

25.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  and 
order  (new  draft  and  as  amended)  to  allow  and 
pay  to  the  commander  of  each  post  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  located  in  Boston,  $350, 
in  defray  Memorial-day  expenses,  or  to  be  used 
in  the  relief  of  the  families  of  deceased  or  disa- 
bled soldiers  or  sailors. 

Report  accepted  and  amended  order  passed 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Mr.  Whall 
moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

26.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  and 
older  (new  drafts)  for  the  city  messenger,  under 
direction  of  the  mayor,  to  arrange  tor  concerts 
on  the  Common  and  other  public  squares,  dur- 
ing the  summer,  and  to  expend  $3000  for  the 
purpose. 

Mr.  Fotixer  inquired  if  this  sum  included 
the  arranging  of  tne  bandstands  and  putting 
them  in  order. 

The  President— No,  sir. 

The  report  was  accepted  anil  the  order  passed 
in  concurrence  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 
.Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

27.  Report  of  the  Special  Committee  on  17th  of 
June,  submitting  a  plan  for  the  distribution  of 
the  appropriation  for  the  observance  of  the  day, 
and  an  order  authorizing  the  clerk  of  coimnii 
tees,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor,  to  make 
all  necessary  arrangements  for  the  celebra  l  iori  in 
accordance  with  the  programme  of  the  commit- 
tee, and  authorizing  said  clerk  to  expend  for  the 
purpose  .$3000  and  the  income  of  the  Foss  and 
Babcock  funds. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence, 
under  a  suspension  ol  the  rule  moved  by  Mr, 
Reilly.    Mr.  Frost  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

28.  Report  of  the  Special  Committee;  on  4th  of 
July,  submitting  a  programme  for  the  celebra- 
tion of  said  day. 

Accepted  in  concurrence, 

29.  Order  for  the  Committees  on  City  Treas- 
urer's and  City  Collector's  Departments  to  em- 
ploy an  expert  to  examine  the  hooks,  cash  ac- 
counts and  vouchers  of  said  departments. 

Passed  in  concurrence. 


30.  Order  for  the  Annual  Report  of  the  City 
Auditor  to  be  submitted  in  print,  and  for  5500 
copies  to  be  printed  for  distribution  at  Auditor's 
office  and  police  station  houses. 

Mr.  Blume— I  move  that  the  order  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Printing,  so  that  they  may 
report  how  many  copies  are  deemed  necessary 
for  distribution. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  entirely  agree  with  the  mo- 
tion made  by  the  gentleman.  It  seems  to  me  as 
if  the  order  as  it  now  stauds  is  contrary  to  our 
Joint  Rule  No.  2,  Section  S-  At  all  events  I  think 
it  is  safe  to  send  it  to  the  committee. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing.    Mr.  Blume  moved  to  reconsider :  lost. 

31.  Order  for  city  engineer,  under  direction  of 
the  mayor,  to  do  the  work  on  Congress  street 
and  Mt.Wa^hington  avenue  bridges  made  neces- 
sary by  the  deepening  of  Fort  Point  Channel. 

Passed  in  concurrence  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule,  moved  by  Mr.  Fowler.  A  reconsidera- 
tion, moved  by  Mr.  Fowler,  was  lost. 

Compensation    of     Commission! <rrs   on    Public 
Cemeteries. 

32.  Order  authorizing  the  payment  of  $500,  as 
compensation  for  their  services,  to  any  of  the 
Commissioners  on  Public  Cemeteries. 

Mr.  Sanger— I  believe  that  the  Commission- 
ers on  Public  Cemeteries  should  be  paid  for 
their  services,  but  I  desire  to  ask  from  any 
member  who  has  a  knowledge  of  the  fact, 
as  to  how  this  order  originated.  It  is  not 
agreeable,  particularly  as  one  of  the  com- 
missioners is  almost  an  associate  with  us  in  this 
chamber,  to  object  to  the  payment  of  any  sum 
to  him  as  one  of  the  commissioners,  provided 
there  was  an  understanding  at  the  time  that 
their  services  should  be  paid.  for.  Some  three 
or  four  months  ago  an  order  was  introduced  in 
this  chamber  providing  for  the  payment  of  cer- 
tain expenses  of  the  commissioners.  While 
that  order  was  pending  I  met  the  chairman  of 
commissioners,  who  stated  that  he  hoped  the 
Council  would  not  think  that  that  was  for  pay- 
ment of  services,  because  there  to  was  be  no  pay 
for  the  services  rendered  by  the  commission. 
Under  these  circumstances  I  wish  to  get  informa- 
tion as  to  whether  the  services  were  to  be  paid 
for,  and  if  so,  I  would  most  cheerfully  vote  for 
any  proper  compensation  to  be  paid. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Richards— I  would  like  to  say  before  this 
matter  goes  any  further  that  I  had  a  conversa- 
tion with  one  of  the  commissioners,  and  he  said 
that  he  went  on  the  commission  with  the  under- 
standing that,  it  was  to  he  an  unpaid  commis- 
sion, and  that  for  his  own  part  he  wished  no 
compensation  whatsoever,  and  he  thought  that 
the  other  members  of  the  commission  felt  the 
same  way.  Therefore,  if  wc  are  going  to  do 
what  they  do  not  desire,  I  think  we  had  better 
stop  right  away. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Whall,  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended so  that  the  order  might  take  its  second 
reading. 

Mr.  whall Because  one  of  the  members  of 
this  commission  has  signified  his  unwillingness 
to  take  from  the  public  treasury  any  compensa- 
tion for  his  services,  1  do  not  think  we  should 
thereby  premise  that  the  other  two  commis- 
sioners may  feel  in  the  same  extra-generous 
mood.  1  think  these  gentlemen  have,  pciformed 
a  service  lo  the  city  of  Boston.  Whether  they 
let  the  money  remain  in  the  treasury  or  not.  I 
think  if  is  only  proper  for  us  to  express  in  this 
form  our  appreciation  of  their  labor  ami  the 
work  which  they  have  done  for  the  public  good. 

If  they  should  be  inclined  not  to  take  the  8500, 
or  whatever  maybe  the  figure  fixed  for  their 
salarj  .  1  dp  not  know  of  any  law  under  heaven 
that  is  going  to  compel  (hem  to  come  hero  and 
sign  a  receipt  for  if.     In   our  past   history  it   has 

been  rumored  that  officials  who  could  draw  sal- 
aries from  I  lie  Slate  or  city  have  not  done  so.  I 
do  iini  know  hut  that  these  gentlemen  may  have 
thai  Spartan  fibre,  and  thai  they  too  will  refuse 
our  proffered  g 1.  But  I  think  we  should  ex- 
press in  some  substantial  manner  on r  apprecia- 
tion of  the  work  which  they  have  done. 

Mr.  Ladd— 1  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I  have 
heard  no  announcement  that  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended, and  I  think  the  question  is  upon  sus- 
pending the  rule. 

The  President— The  Chair  decided  that  the 
rule  was  suspended.    The  Chair  put  the  motion 

ill  the  usual  way  and  decided  that  it  was  a  vote, 
and  no  objection  was  made. 
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Mr.  Ladd— I  endeavored  to  obtain  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Chair  before  even  the  motion  was 
made. 

Mr.  AVhitmore— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  gentleman  is  out  of  order  in  questioning 
what  the  Chair  has  done.  Since  the  announce- 
ment of  the  vote  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7 
has  spoken. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  have  to  rule 
the  point  of  order  well  taken,  other  business 
having  intervened. 

Mr.  Richards— The  gentleman  from  AVard  7 
who  has  just  spoken  has  not  said  that  he  has 
seen  or  spoken  with  any  members  of  the  com- 
mission. I  believe  the  members  of  that  com- 
mission knew  it  was  to  be  an  unpaid  commis- 
sion when  they  went  into  it.  After  what  one  of 
the  commissioners  has  said— Mr.  Henry  W.  Put- 
nam—that he  did  not  expect  any  pay,  I  think 
that  in  deference  to  his  desires,  that  this  matter 
should  be  laid  over  until  the  next  meeting.  I 
therefore  move  to  assign  to  the  next  meeting,  at 
8  o'clock. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  notice  that  the  gentleman 
who  has  just  taken  his  seat  is  rather  fond  of 
quoting  what  one  of  the  gentlemen  has  said. 
Now  I  presume  to  say  that  I  know  as  much 
about  what  Mr.  Putnam  says  as  anybody  else 
does.  He  has  interviewed  me  half  a  dozen 
times  this  last  week.  It  is  true  he  does  not 
wish  for  any  compensation.  If  he  can  afford  to 
serve  the  city  for  nothing  he  is  welcome  to  do  it. 
But  there  are  other  gentlemen  serving  on  that 
commission  who  are  not  so  fortunate  as  Mr. 
Putnam  is,  and  it  may  be  that  they  cannot  af- 
ford to  give  the  time.  The  order  as  drawn  is  a 
little  vague  in  not  specifying  if  the  $500  is  all 
that  is  to  be  expended  I  move  to  amend  by  in- 
serting "in  all."  It  is  very  certain  that  Mr.  Put- 
nam will  not  desire  to  receive  any  compensa- 
tion. But  it  is  possible  that  the  other  members 
of  the  commission  may  not  take  the  same  view. 
Now  if  we  appropriate  §500  in  all  to  be  expended 
in  the  discretion  of  His  Honor  the  Mayor  it  will 
meet  the  case.  I  think  Mr.  Putnam's  wishes 
have  been  fully  ventilated  in  the  Council. 

Mr.  Leary— I  hope  the  motion  will  not  pre- 
vail, and  I  would  like,  to  give  a  few  reasons.  I 
have  kept  track  of  this  matter  since  we  voted 
the  last  appropriation  for  the  commissioners.  It 
was  only  the  very  small  sum  of  §100.  I  know  as 
a  positive  fact  that  the  commissioners  did  not 
receive  one  single  lunch  from  that  $100.  All  of 
the  appropriation  went  for  maps  and  other  ma- 
terial used  in  making  up  their  report.  The  im- 
pression has  prevailed  that  the  commissioners 
have  a  fund  to  draw  from,  but  they  have  not. 
They  do  considerable  work  for  the  city,  and  I 
hope  the  order  will  be  passed,  tonight,  If  it  is 
true  as  the  gentleman  stated  that  one  of  the 
commissioners  does  not  wish  to  receive  any- 
thing, there  will  be  so  much  more  left  for  the 
other  ones. 

Mr.  Gomez  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mt.Ladd — I  hope  the  previous  question  will  not 
he  put.  As  I  understand  it,  if  the  previous  ques- 
tion is  ordered,  the  question  will  not  then  eoine 
upon  the  motion  to  assign  to  the  next  meeting. 
I  trust  the  previous  question  will  not  be  ordered. 
As  the  order  stands  at  present  it  is  certainly 
open  to  great  doubt  whether  this  §500  is  to  be 
paid  to  each  one  of  the  commissioners,  or  is  to 
be  paid  to  them  all  together  or  is  to  be  the  total 
sum  paid.  Certainly  if  the  order  is  to  be  amend- 
ed as  suggested  bv  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12,  I  should  be  opposed  to  it  more  than  I  am  now, 
for  I  certainly  think  that  if  one  of  the  commis- 
sioners refuses  to  take  the  salary,  the  benefit  of. 
that  act  should  inure  to  the  city  of  Boston  and 
not  to  the  other  members  of  the  commission. 
As  I  understand  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  AVard  12  it  will  inure  to  the  benefit 
of  the  other  members  of  the  board,  if  one  of 
them  should  decline  to  take  the  salary.  I  do 
not  think  that  is  right.  If  he  should  see  fit  to 
forego  his  salary  it  should  go  to  the  benefit  of 
the  city  of  Boston. 

Mr.  Sanger— I  hope  the  previous  question  will 
not  be  put  and  also  that  my  associate  from 
AVard  11  will  withdraw  his  motion  to  assign,  so 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
may  be  adopted.  It  does  not  seem  that  there 
was  any  express  stipulation  at  the  time  the 
commissioners  were  appointed  that  they  should 
not  be  paid  for  their  services.  In  the  absence 
of  any  such  express  stipulation  I  believe  it  is 
right  and  proper  for  the  city  to  pay  the  com- 
missioners  for   their   services.      If    the    total 


amount  is  put  at  $500  and  one  or  two  commis- 
sioners decline  to  receive  it,  it  seems  to  me  per- 
haps the  third  member,  who  thinks  he  should 
receive  pay  for  his  services,  is  thereby  enabled 
to  receive  more  compensation. 

Mr.  Whitmoke— I  would  ask  that  the  amend- 
ment which  I  offered  may  be  read.  The  clerk 
brought  the  printed  order  to  me  and  I  marked 
in  pencil  the  amendment  which  1  intended. 

The  clerk  read  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor,  with  the  ap- 
proval of  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  authorized 
to  allow  for  payment  to  any  of  the  Commission- 
ers on  Public  Cemeteries  a  compensation  for 
his  services,  the  sum  not  to  exceed  in  all  §500, 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
incidental  expenses. 

Mr.  Blume— 1  do  not  desire  to  prolong  this  de- 
bate upon  a  matter  of  no  particular  importance. 
But  it  does  seem  to  me  that  the  English  lan- 
guage is  capable  of  a  clearer  expression  of  the 
meaning  intended.  I  cannot  understand  from 
what  has  been  said  whether  that  $500  shall  be 
apportioned  in  three  parts,  or  whether  if  two 
of  the  commissioners  refuse  compensation  the 
whole  of  it  shall  go  to  the  other  one.  It  seems 
to  me  the  order  is  susceptible  of  either  construc- 
tion. I  am  perfectly  willing  if  the  §500  is  to  be 
divided  into  three  equal  parts,  and  if  one  refuses 
his  portion  and  two  accept,  for  them  to  receive 
two  thirds  of  it.  That  I  am  willing  to  vote  for, but 
I  am  not  willing  to  vote  that  in  case  one  declines 
his  portion  the  other  two  may  take  it,  or  that 
one  may  take  the  whole  if  the  other  two  decline 
to  take  any. 

Mr.  AVhall — I  hope  the  motion  for  the  main 
auestion  will  not  be  carried,  and  I  trust  the  gen- 
tleman in  the  fourth  division  will  withhraw  the 
motion  to  assign  so  that  this  order  may  be  per- 
fected ;  and  I  believe  that  all  of  us  agree  that  this 
§500  should  be  given  in  gross  to  the  three  com- 
missioners. And  if  any  one  of  the  commission- 
ers should  decline  to  draw  his  share  that  it 
should  not  inure  to  his  colleagues,  but  that 
the  remainder  should  be  turned  into  the  public 
treasury.  I  should  like  to  make  an  amendment 
to  the  effect  that  none  of  these  commissioners 
should  receive  a  compensation  larger  than 
§166.66%. 

Mr.  Ladd — It  seems  to  me  the  order  is  not  in 
proper  shape  to  be  acted  upon.  I  move  to  refer 
to  a  committee  so  that  we  can  have  it  in  proper 
shape  to  be  acted  upon  at  the  next  meeting.  If 
the  motion  to  assign  is  withdrawn  I  will  move 
to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Cemeteries. 

Mr.  Frost — I  sympathize  entirely  with  the 
gentleman  from  AVaitl  7.  If  we  can  get  this  or- 
der in  shape  tonight  so  that  it  will  read  as  we 
understand  or  desire  it  to  be,  as  stated  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  7, 1  shall  be  in  favor  of  its 
passage. 

Mr.  Richards— I  should  like  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  7  whether  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  commission  desire  a  salary. 

Mr.  Whall— Not  being  a  mind  reader  I  am 
not  able  to  state  whether  all  of  the  gentlemen 
on  that  commission  desire  any  compensation  for 
their  services.  I  only  know  that  they  have 
done  some  work  for  the  city  of  Boston  and  that 
the  city  of  Boston  is  not  too  poor  to  pay  for  it. 
I  may  say  here,  Mr.  President,  that  not  one 
member  of  that  commission  has  thought  tit  to 
take  me  into  his  confidence  as  to  whether  he 
desired  a  compensation  for  his  services  or  not. 
I  know  that  one  of  the  gentlemen  referred  to 
did  some  work  for  the  city  of  Boston  last  year, 
and  I  noticed  in  our  committee  that  he  was  not 
at  all  loath  to  receiving  §300  for  his  work. 

Mr.  Richards— If  I  could  be  assured  that  the 
other  members  of  the  commission  desired  to  be 
paid  for  their  work  and  did  not  stand  in  the 
same  position  as  Mr.  Putnam,  I  certainly  should 
be  willing  to  withdraw  my  motion  to  assign. 
But  as  I  cannot  be  assured  of  that  by  members 
of  this  Council  I  shall  have  to  stand  by  my  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  Sanger— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  AVard  7  what  in  his  opinion  was  the 
value  of  the  services  rendered  by  the  commis- 
sion. 

Mr.  Whall— I  do  not  know  that  this  debate  is 
in  order,  for  the  first  reason  that  the  10  minutes 
allowed  have  expired  and  for  the  second  reason 
that  it  has  no  connection  with  the  question 
before  the  house. 

The  President— The  Chair  has  not  decided 
that  the  time  has  expired.  The  gentleman  has 
one  minute. 
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Mr.  Whail- Then  it  has  no  connection  with 
whether  or  not  the  main  question  shall  be 
ordered.  I  do  not  know  what  the  services  of 
these  gentlemen  are  worth.  If  I  judge  by  the 
result  at  the  State  House  I  might  place  their 
services  at  a  value  that  would  not  be  at  all  flat- 
tering to  their  vanity.  If  I  judge  it  by  their 
gigantic  efforts  a  ledger  would  not  hold  figures 
enough  to  state  the  value  of  their  services  in 
trying  to  wrest  from  the  city  of  Boston  some 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  feet  of  land  and  give 
it  to  the  control  of  the  State.  I  leave  it  to  His 
Honor  the  Mayor  to  determine  what  their  ser- 
vices are  worth. 

The  main  question  was  ordered  by  a  division, 
30  in  favor.  16  against. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  the  following  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  order  before  the  Council : 

Ordered,  That  the  auditor  be  authorized  to 
allow  for  payment  such  bills  for  services  as  any 
member  or  members  of  the  Commission  on 
Public  Cemeteries  may  render,  and  which  His 
Honor  the  Mayor  may  approve,  provided  that 
sucb  bills  do  not  in  the  aggregate  exceed  §500 ; 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
incidental  expenses. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  understand  that  while  I 
was— 

Mr.LADD— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  the 
main  question  having  been  ordered,  the  amend- 
ment is  not  in  order  and  debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Before  the  Chair  rules  upon 
the  point  of  order,  will  you  allow  me  to  say  a 
word?  The  gentleman  did  not  wait  to  hear  me 
say  that  I  was  going  to  make  a  motion  to  sus- 
pend the  rule.  I  was  going  to  say  that  I  did  not 
know  the  order  had  reached  its  present  stage. 
I  find  that  the  previous  question  having  been 
ordered,  the  order  was  upon  its  passage,  and  I 
shall  now  move  to  suspend  the  rule  so  that  we 
may  admit  the  substitute. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  withdraw  the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  Whitmore \s  motion  to  suspend  the  rule 
was  carried,  and  Ire  offered  the  following  sub- 
stitute : 

Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  be  authorized 
to  allow  for  payment  such  bills  for  services  as 
any  member  or  members  of  the  Commission  on 
Public  Cemeteries  may  render,  and  His  Honor 
the  Mayor  may  approve  the  same,  provided 
such  bills  do  not  in  the  aggregate  exceed  §500. 

The  question  was  upon  the  adoption  of  Mr. 
Whitmore's  substitute. 

Mr.  Blume— I  regret  exceedingly  that  the 
gentleman  has  not  been  more  explicit.  I  find 
now  that  his  order  is  subject  to  the  same  criti- 
cism which  I  made  before,  and  I  should  like  to 
make  an  amendment  by  adding  the  words: 

"Provided  that  neither  of  said  commissioners 
shall  receive  more  than  one  third  of  said  sum  of 
$500." 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  will  not  allow  the  gentle- 
man to  escape  for  criticising  my  language  when 
it  is  exactly  what  I  intended.  I  meant  exactly 
what  the  order  says.  Whether  the  Council  pre- 
fers to  do  it  is  another  matter.  Now  I  intended 
that  any  sum  not  exceeding  §500  might  be  ap- 
proved by  His  Honor  the  Mayor  whether  it  went 
to  one  or  to  three  of  the  commissioners.  I 
meant  that,  so  that  my  language  is  not  ambigu-- 
ous.  I  did  not  intend  to  deceive  the  Council.  I 
supposed  that  is  what  the  Council  had  during 
the  debate  shown  that  they  intended,  namely, 
that  so  long  as  not  over  §500  was  acceptable, 
whatever  the  mayor  thought  was  right  and 
proper  should  go  to  one  man  or  the  other.  But 
it  does  not  follow  that  one  of  the  commission- 
ers shall  get  more  than  §500.  The  burden  is  to 
be  upon  the  mayor  as  to  what  is  a  proper  sum. 
If  he  thinks  their  services  are  worth  $500  he  can 
approve  the  bill.  I  think  we  have  all  the  safe- 
guards we  can  have.  The  amount  is  not  so 
large  but  that  we  can  allow  the  mayor  to  ap- 
prove the  bill  which  will  not  exceed  the  gross 
sum.  I  think  I  have  expressed  in  the  words  of 
the  order  exactly  what  I  mean. 

Mr.  Blume— With  all  deference  to  the  gen- 
tleman who  has  so  ably  explained  the  order,  I 
beg  to  take  issue  with  him.  A  number  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Common  Council  do  not  understand 
the  matter,  and  I  am  one  of  those.  Suppose  an 
order  was  put  in  to  pay  the  Park  Commission- 
ers, who  are  an  unpaid  commission,  §uooo,  and 
that  Mr.  John  F.  Andrew,  who  is  rolling  in 
wealth,  should  say,  I  don't  want  any  compen- 
sation ;  and  suppose  Mr.  Benjamin  Dean  should 
say,  I  don't  want  any  compensation.  I  ask  is  it 
fair  that  the  other  man  should  have  the  entire 


§9000?  This  is  precisely  the  same  case,  although 
the  amount  is  a  smaller  one.  I  say  that  if  one 
member  of  the  commission  declines  to  receive 
his  compensation,  it  should  not  be  in  his  power 
to  give  that  money  to  the  other  men.  The  re- 
mainder should  be  turned  into  the  treasury.  I 
say  that  from  the  beginning  and  the  present 
amendment,  the  order  has  been  ambiguous. 
This  is  my  view,  and  I  express  it.  It  is  worded 
in  that  order,  so  that  if  Mr.  Putnam  and  Mr. 
Hayden  should  refuse  to  take  anything,  the 
whole  amount  would  be  turned  over  to  the 
other  man. 

Mr.  Fowler— I  move  to  strike  out  all  after 
the  word  "ordered,"  and  insert  the  following 
amendment: 

Ordered,  That  the  city  treasurer  be  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  to  pay  to  either  of  the 
Commissioners  on  Public  Cemeteries  who  may 
desire  compensation  for  his  services  a  sum  not 
exceeding  §200. 

Mr.  Whail- I  would  only  suggest  for  the  rul- 
ing of  the  Chair  that  the  order  is  not  in  proper 
form,  because  it  directs  the  treasurer  to  pay  the 
money,  and  does  not  say  what  it  is  to  be  paid 
from. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  rule  the 
substitute  of  Mr.  Fowler  out  of  order,  inasmuch 
as  the  rule  was  suspended  for  the  purpose  of  ad- 
mitting the  substitute  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12. 

Mr.  Ladd  -The  question  being,  upon  its  pas- 
sage, I  suppose  the  substitute  is  susceptible  of 
amendment  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Blume— I  would  ask  if  my  amendment 
has  not  been  recognized. 

The  President — The  Chair  was  unaware  that 
tne  gentleman  made  an  amendment  while  mak- 
ing his  remarks.  However,  I  should  like  to  ask 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  11  what  his  amend- 
ment was. 

Mr.  Blume— I  read  his  amendment- 
Mr.  Ladd— I  believe  I  have  the  floor.  I  yielded 
for  a  point  of  order  as  I  understood. 

Mr.  Fowler— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  substitute  having  been  made  by  Mr.  Whit- 
more of  Ward  12,  and  no  amendment  having 
been  offered  in  writing,  the  amendment  which 
the  gentlement  has  just  sent  to  the  Chair  is  not 
in  order,  and  that  my  substitute  is  in  order. 

The  President— I  he  Chair  desires  to  be  fail 
with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11.  It  was  an 
oversight  of  the  Chair  that  he  did  not  recognize 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  11  has  sent  his 
amendment  to  the  Chair,  and  the  clerk  will  read 
it  so  that  the  Chair  can  ascertain  whether  it 
in  order  or  not. 

The  Clerk  read  Mr.  Blume's  substitute. 

The  President— The  Chair  rules  Mr,  Blume's 
substitute  out  of  order.  The  question  is  upon 
the  adoption  of  the  substitute  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ware  12. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  understand  that  the  substitute  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  is  susceptible  of 
amendment. 

The  President — The  previous  question  hav- 
ing been  ordered  any  new  amendment  is  cut  off. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  trust  that  the  substitute  offered 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  will  not  pre- 
vail, because  it  seems  to  me  that  it  will  leave 
the  whole  matter  in  doubt.  If  I  correctly  heard 
the  reading  of  the  substitute  it  is  to  the  effect 
that  the  bills  of  the  commissioners  may  be  al- 
lowed. How  do  we  know  but  that  there  may  be 
bills  for  carriages,  for  lunches,  and  for  anything 
for  which  the  commissioners  may  ha\  e  incurred 
bills?  I  say  that  the  substitute  is  entirely  in- 
definite in  its  statement,  and  does  not  pro- 
vide for  any  compensation  which  the  mem- 
bers of  the  commission  would  be  justi- 
fied in  using,  but  every  dollar  of  that 
§500  could  be  appropriated  for  carriage  hire,  or 
lunches,  or  any  other  purpose,  if  they  saw  fit, 
and  there  is  no  provision  in  that  order  for  the 
payment  of  any  salary  to  either  of  the  commis- 
sioners unless  they  choose  to  consider  it  in  that 
light.  They  can  consider  it  in  any  light  they 
please,  and  the  mayor  may  consider  it  in  any 
other  light.  I  say  this  order  should  be  put  in 
shape,  so  that  any  member  of  the  commission 
who  comes  forward  and  says  he  desires  a  salary 
may  receive  it.  For  myself  I  should  be  perfectly 
satisfied  with  the  substitute  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  23,  even  at  §200.  I  should  be 
inclined  to  enlarge  the  amount  for  the  sake  of 
having  the  thing  definite,  and  to  pay  §200  to  any 
man  on  that  commission  who  may  desire  it.    I 
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do  not  usually  advocate  increase  of  salary.  I  un- 
derstood it  was  an  honorable  position.  I  always 
supposed  it  was  an  honorable  position  until  I 
came  in  here  and  found  it  was  intended  to  make 
the  salary  S166.6623.  Now  I  do  not  think  that  is 
an  honorable  salary  for  any  position.  Hereto- 
fore it  has  been  considered  that  the  honor  was 
sufficient  for  the  services  performed.  I  should 
think  that  most  men  would  prefer  tbelhonor  of 
the  position  rather  than  the  salary  of  S166  for 
their  services. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  state  that 
debate  is  out  of  order. 

The  question  upon  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Whit- 
more's  substitute  was  put,  and  the  Chair  being 
in  doubt,  a  division  of  the  house  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Blume— I  merely  desire  to  ask  the  Chair 
whether  the  substitute  order  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  is  not  susceptible  of  amendment. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  rule  that  it  is 
not,  the  previous  question  having  been  ordered. 

Mr.  Blume-  I  do  not  wish  to  cavil  with  the 
Chair  about  the  amendment,  but  I  know  of  no 
parliamentary  rule  why  the  substitute  for 
another  order  cannot  be  amended,  and  if  the 
Chair  can  cite  me  any  such  rule  I  would  be  glad. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  state  that 
the  previous  question  had  been  ordered.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  had  arisen  to  offer  an 
order.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  10.  Mr.  Ladd. 
rose  to  a  point  of  order.  At  that  time  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12  stated  that  he  was  about 
to  ask  a  suspension  of  the  rule  so  that  he  might 
offer  his  substitute.  The  rules  were  suspended 
in  order  to  give  the  gentleman  from  12  the  priv- 
ilege of  offering  that  particular  substitute.  The 
main  question  having  been  ordered,  no  other 
business  is  in  order  except  the  substitute  of  the 
gentlemen  from  Ward  12. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  the 
only  question  before  the  house  at  the  present 
time  is  the  solving  of  the  doubt.and  pending  the 
solving  of  the  doubt  no  debate  is  in  order. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

The  substitute  of  Mr-  Whitmore  was  adopted 
by  a  division,  32  in  the  affirmative,  seven  in  the 
negative. 

Mr.  Sanger— I  understand  that  the  substitute 
leaves  it  with  the  mayor  as  to  what  amount 
shall  be  paid  to  each  commissioner. 

The  President — Yes,  sir. 

The  substitute  order  of  Mr.  Whitmore  was 
passed.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider; 
lost.    Sent  down. 

Half- Holidays  on  .Saturdays. 

33.  Order  requesting  the  mayor  to  direct  the 
.heads  of  departments  to  allow,  as  part  compen- 
sation for  their  services,  all  city  employees,  ex- 
cept those  whose  services  are  indispensable,  a 
half-holiday  on  Saturdays  in  June,  July,  Au- 
gust and  September,  1887,  without  loss  of  pay. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Ladd — It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  si  in  ply 
creeping  up  and  including  June  and  September 
in  this  letting  down  of  the  bars.  It  is  well 
known  I  do  not  believe  in  any  such  action  as  is 
proposed  in  this  order.  The  places  at  City  Hall 
are  sufficiently  sought  after  at  the  present  time. 
There  is  a  struggle  for  them  which  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  withstand  on  the  part  of  all  citi- 
zens to  get  some  place  under  the  government. 
Why  is  that?  Because  they  are  the  best  places 
at  the  present  time  without  adding  any  more 
perquisites  and  without  adding  any  more  vaca- 
tions to  them,  without  adding  any  more  holi- 
days or  anything  else ;  and  why  do  we  want  to 
make  them  a  greater  prize  and  have  this  con- 
tinual struggle? 

Mr.  Leary— I  do  not  like  to  rise  to  a  point  of 
order,  but  I  would  ask  the  gentleman  if  he  will 
allow  me  to  impart  certain  information? 

The  President— Does  the  gentleman  rise  to  a 
point  of  order? 

Mr.  Leary— No,  sir. 

The  President— Mr.  Ladd  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  feel  utterly  opposed  to  all  mat- 
ters of  this  kind  because  they  are  a  cheat  and  a 
fraud.  They  are  brought  in  here  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  these  people  believe  that  those 
who  bring  these  orders  in  here  and  advocate 
them  are  their  friends.  I  say  they  are  the  worst 
enemies  of  those  people  because  they  are  laying 
a  train  which  causes  a  greater  struggle  for  their 
positions  which  they  occupy  today  and  which 
they  ieel  secure  in,  and  if  the  positions  are 


niaue  more  desirable  10  men  will  come  forward 
and  struggle  to  get  them  where  one  comes  now. 
If  the  citizens  are  made  less  secure  in  these 
positions  it  will  be  less  possible  for  them  to  hold 
them  because  there  is  such  a  tremendous  rush 
for  them.  I  say  it  is  all  claptrap  and  non- 
sense. We  have  got  to  come'  down  to  the  law 
of  supply  and  demand  in  regard  to  city 
matters  as  well  as  in  regard  to  everything  else. 
There  is  no  other  law  that  can  be  safely  applied 
to  the  government,  we  can  make  all  the  stat- 
utes we  please,  we  may  pile  statute  books 
mountain  high,  and  still  we  will  have  to  come 
back  to  that  law  of  supply  and  demand  which 
governs  everything ;  it  governs  the  price  of  all 
commodities  as  well  as  the  price  of  labor.  Now 
I  do  not  believe  in  flattering  tbe  laboring  man 
that  he  can  support  himself  and  his  family,  and 
lift  himself  from  a  lowly  position  to  a  high  one, 
or  have  any  hope  of  ever  doing  it,  uuless  he  is 
willing  to  work  manfully  and  faithfully  for  the 
length  of  time  that  is  required  by  the  law  of 
supply  and  demand  in  the  labor  market.  I  say 
it  is  making  uneasy  the  positions  of  this  kind  by 
continually bringing  in  orders;  first,  for  half 
holidays  for  two  or  three  months,  and  then  for 
four  or  five  months,  and  in  the  eagerness  of 
these  men  to  gain  friends  among  the  em- 
ployees, I  am  afraid  they  will  be  forced  to  the 
position  of  voting  to  give  them  all  their  time,  be- 
cause as  new  men  are  coming  in  here  they  feel 
that  they  must  do  all  they  can  for  these  men,  and 
there  is  an  attempt  to  force  these  matters  far 
beyond  what  is  necessary.  I  should  like  to  see 
the  door  shut  entirely  so  that  city  employees 
would  be  required  in  their  employment  and 
hours  of  labor  to  do  the  same  as  the  outside 
public  is  required  to  do  by  the  laws  of  supply 
and  demand. 

Mr.  Gomez  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Whall— I  for  one  representing  a  labor- 
ing district  and  being  naturally  the  fnend  of  the 
laboring  men,  who  are  my  brother,  my  father, 
and  my  cousin,  who  are  my  kinsmen,  and  from 
whom  I  sprang,  cannot  sit  here  quietly  and  lis- 
ten to  the  arrant  nonsense  belched  forth  at 
every  meeting  from  the  windows  of  the  4th  divi- 
sion, against  those  who  have  the  courage  of 
their  convictions  to — 

Mr.  Fowler— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  gentleman  is  not  speaking  to   the  question. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

Mr.  Whall— The  main  question  should  not  be 
put  to — 

The  President— Mr.  Whall  of  Ward  7  has  the 
floor. 

Mr.  Whall— Because  the  ordering  of  that 
question  will  prevent  me  from  stating  the  rea- 
sons why  I  differ  from  the  gentleman  in  the 
fourth  division  and  from  defining  my  position 
correctly.  Last  year  we  heard  the  same  cheap 
philippics  against  the  labor  demagogues.  Yv  e 
heard  the  same  two  penny  oratory  indulged  in 
by  an  abler  man  who  sat  in  front  of  where  the 
gentleman  now  sits,  still  we  were  not  slaugh- 
tered by  his  eloquence  nor  vanquished  by  Ids 
logic.  I  hope  the  main  question  will  not  be  put 
until  I  have  bad  an  opportunity  to  explain  just 
how  this  question  now  is.  We  were  told  last 
year  that  all  the  executive  powers  were  centred 
in  the  Executive  Deoartment,  and  that  the 
major  was  the  one  to  direct  that  a  half-holiday 
be  given;  that  all  orders  for  extra  vacation 
should  come  from  the  mayor's  office,  and  that 
in  matters  of  that  kind  the  poor  Common  Coun- 
cilmen  and  the  lesser  lights  in  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  were  merely  lookers  on  in  Vienna. 
Now  the  mayor  of  this  city  has  taken  the  sta- 
tute expounders  at  their  word.  I  hold  in  my 
hand  a  communication— aud  I  hope  the  motion 
for  the  main  question  will  not  be  put  until  I 
have  had  a  chance  to  have  this  communication 
put  upon  our  records,  which  runs  as  follows: 

City  of  Boston,         ) 
Executive  Department, 
May  16,  1887.  ) 

To  the  City  Messenger. 

You  are  hereby  requested  to  allow  all  employ- 
ees in  your  department,  whose  services  can  be 
dispensed    with,    a    half   holiday   on  Saturday 
afternoons,  commencing  with  June  4,  1887. 
Yours  truly, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor 
At  last  the  mayor  of  Boston  is  on  record  in 
favor  of  the  half-holiday.    It  was  only  with  the 
intention  of  putting  upon  your  records  the  posi- 
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tion  which  he  has  manfully  taken  that  I  have 
occupied  so  much  time.  I  hone  the  main  ques- 
tion will  not  be  put  until  I  have  had  a  chance  to 
say  we  should  pass  this  order  tonight.  We 
should  pass  this  order  tonight  simply  because 
we  approve  of  the  action  which  the  mayor  has 
taken.  The  gentleman  will  perceive  the  ridic- 
ulous position  we  should  be  m,  even  according 
to  the  idea  which  has  come  forth  from  his  own 
side  of  the  house,  if  we  should  refuse  to  concur 
with  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  the  passage  of  this 
order.  The  mayor  of  Boston  has  done  exactly 
what  this  order  calls  for.  If  we  refuse  to  pass 
it,  we  poor  Common  Councilmen  and  those  of 
the  City  Council  who  have  the  pleasure  of 
sitting  below  in  another  chamber,  will  be  in 
pricisely  this  position:  that  in  our  feeble  and 
treble  voices  we  are  crying  aloft  to  the  great 
mogul  of  this  city  that  we  do  not  approve  of  his 
action,  and  our  piping  will  have  as  much  effect 
upon  the  man  who  is  there  as  the  piping  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  10  has  upon  the  delibera- 
tions of  this  Council. 

Mr.  Leary— I  want  to  say  one  word  in  con- 
nection with  this  matter.  Had  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  yielded  the  floor  to  me  I  should 
then  have  imparted  to  the  Council  the  infor- 
mation which  has  been  imparted  with  a  great 
deal  of  eloquence  or  wind,  whichever  it  is. 

Mr.  Perkins — I  must  protest,  in  my  feeble 
way.  against  any  such  liberality  with  the  city's 
money. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  remind  the 
gentleman  that  the  question  is,  shall  the  main 
question  be  put? 

Mr.  Perkins— I  hope  the  main  question  will 
not  be  put.  I  will  take  but  a  moment.  I  should 
certainly  be  willing  to  give  half-holidays  during 
two  months,  but  when  we  make  it  four  months 
it  is  pretty  large.  No  private  corporation- 
Mr.  Gomez — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

Mr.  Fowler— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
Mr.  Gomez  is  not  in  his  seat. 

Mr.  Gomez  went  to  his  seat. 

The  President— Mr.  Gomez  of  Ward  13. 

Mr.  Gomez— I  think  the  gentleman  is  speak- 
ing to  the  main  question. 

The  President— The  gentleman  had  hardly 
proceeded  far  enough  for  the  Chair  to  ascertain. 

Mr.  Gomez— He  has  expressly  stated  that  he 
only  wanted  a  few  minutes  to  explain— 

The  President— Mr.  Perkins  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  Perkins — The  gentleman  from  Ward  13 
need  not  fear  that  my  remarks  will  change  any 
votes.  I  simply  want  to  go  on  record.  I  should 
be  willing  to  grant  two  months.  This  year  it  is 
proposed  to  grant  four  monts;  next  year  it  will 
be  five  months,  and  the  next  year  may  be  they 
will  want  to  grant  the  whole  year.  We  all  know 
that  the  Paving  Department  has  been  cut  short. 
They  did  not  get  as  much  money  as  they 
needed.  Those  who  have  occasion  to  ride 
through  our  streets  know  they  are  in  bad  condi- 
tion. It  is  my  belief  that  the  city  of  Boston  will 
have  large  bills  to  pay  if  the  streets  are  allowed 
to  go  on  as  they  are  now.  With  our  present 
small  appropriation  for  the  Paving  Departmeht 
and  with  '  alf-holidays  during  so  large  a  part  of 
the  year,  I  cannot  see  how  the  streets  can  be  put 
in  order.  They  should  make  every  dollar  tell 
where  it  will  and— 

Mr.  Gomez— I  must  press  my  point  of  order. 
I  think  that  by  this  time  it  must  be  apparent 
that  the  gentleman  is  speaking  upon  the  main 
question. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  rule  the  point 
of  order  well  taken.  The  question  is,  shall  the 
main  question  be  put.  Mr.  Perkins  oi  Ward  18 
has  the  floor. 

Mr.  Perkins— I  should  be  willing  to  vote  for 
two  months,  but  not  for  four  months, 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  readii.g 
and  the  clerk  was  proceeding  to  read  it  a  second 
time. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  raise  a  point  of  order  that  it  re- 
quires a  suspension  of  the  rules  for  the  order  to 
take  its  second  reading  at  this  meeting. 

The  President— The  Chair  rules  that  it  re- 
quires a  suspension  of  the  rales. 

Mr.  Gomez— I  move  to  suspend  the  rales. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  think  the  provision  is  made  in 
the  order  that  the  half-holiday  shall  be  in  part 
compensation  for  their  services, 

Mr.  Fowler— 1  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  Chair  to  decide  the  ques- 
tion, and  not  the  duty  of  somebody  else  to  de- 
cide it,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  is  doing. 


Mr.  Ladd— When  a  point  of  order  is  raised,  I 
think  I  have  a  right  to  state  my  views  upon  it. 

The  President— If  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
10  will  withdraw  for  a  moment,  the  Chair  will 
make  a  ruling.  Mr.  Whall  of  Ward  7  raises  the 
point  of  order  that  it  does  not  require  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules,  as  the  order  does  not  involve 
any  expenditure  of  the  city's  money,  and  that 
it  is  merely  a  request.  The  Chair  will  rule  that 
it  does  not  require  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  the 
order  being  in  the  form  of  a  request.  The  ques- 
tion now  comes  upon  the  passage  of  the  order. 
Mr.  Ladd  of  Ward  10  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  simply  wish  to  emphasize  the  fact 
that  in  many  of  the  departments  of  the  city  of 
Boston  there  are  times  in  the  year  when  they 
cannot  perform  their  work  satisfactorily.  The 
months  when  it  is  proposed  to  give  the  em- 
ployees these  half-holidays  are  the  times  in  the 
year  when  these  departments  can  work  to  the 
best  advantage  for  the  city  of  Boston.  That 
time  should  not  be  curtailed,  and  I  charge  that 
any  man  who  can  stand  up  here  in  this  City 
Council — 

Mr.  Gomez— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  the 
time  for  debate  on  the  previous  question  has 
elapsed. 

The  President— The  gentleman  has  two  min- 
utes.   Mr.  Ladd  of  Ward  10  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  will  not  take  up  the  time  of  the 
Council  any  longer,  except  to  say  just  one  word, 
and  that  is  that  gentlemen  must  bear  in  mind 
that  these  four  months  are  the  months  when 
the  most  work  can  be  done  and  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage, especially  in  the  months  of  June  and 
September.  There  are  no  better  months  for 
performing  the  service  of  the  city  of  Boston 
than  these  two  months.  Now  I  say  that  it  is  an 
outrage  upon  the  city  of  Boston  that  this  time, 
of  all  the  time  in  the  year,  shall  be  taken,  and 
that  the  city  shall  not  receive  proper  service  for 
what  it  pays  its  employees.  Many  of  the  depart- 
ments can  work  to  advantage- 
Mr.  Fowler— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  question  before  the  house  is  upon  the  sus- 
pension of  the  rule,  and  that  the  gentleman  is 
not  speaking  to  the  question. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  will  endeavor  to  confine  myself 
to  the  question  before  the  house. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  rale  the  point 
of  order  well  taken.  The  gentleman  from  Ward 
10  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  trust  the  rule  will  not  be  sus- 
pended, and  then  I  trust  we  shall  be  able  to 
show  that  this  order  should  not  pass. 

Mr.  Whall— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  motion  which  the  gentleman  is  attacking 
is  not  properly  before  the  Council.  This  order 
does  not  require  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  My 
point  of  order  is  that  this  is  simply  a  request  to 
the  mayor  to  direct  the  heads  of  departments 
to  do  something.  We  do  not  know  whether 
they  will  do  it  or  not.  In  passing  the  order  we 
do  not  appropriate  any  money.  I  therefore  ask 
the  Chair  to  rule  that  such  a  suspension  is  un- 
necessary. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  did  not  understand  that  there 
has  been  any  motion  for  a  previous  question. 
There  lias  just  been  a  ruling  that  the  question 
before  the  house  was  upon  the  passage  of  the 
order,  and  I  have  fifteen  minutes  under  the 
rule. 

The  Chair— The  gentleman  from  Ward  10  is 
right. 

Mr.  Ladd— Then,  Mr.  President,  I  say  again 
that,  of  all  the  times  in  the  year,  tins  time 
should  not  be  taken  to  givetbese  half-holidays; 
ami  I  charge  that  any  man  who  can  vote  for 
this  order  is  direlict  in  his  duty  to  the  city  of 
Boston,  and  he  cannot  escape  from  that  con- 
clusion—he has  no  regard  lor  the  interest  of  the 
city  of  Boston  when  he  can  stand  up  here  and 
vote  for  this  order.  He  is  voting  diametrically 
opposed  to  the  interest  of  the  city  of  Boston, 
and  any  man  with  a  thimbleful  of  common 
sense  can  see  and  understand   that  proposition. 

Mr.  Short— I  hope  this  order  will  pass,  and  I 
would  like  to  state  at  the  present  lime  that  my 
conception  of  the  privileges  of  a  member  of  this 
body  is  that  he  has  a  right  either  to  present  any 
order  or  to  advocate  the  passage  of  any  order 
that  is  properly  presented.  I  wish  also  to  state 
that  it  is  not  only  ungentlemanly,  but  it  is  iin- 
courteous  and  inconsistent  lor  any  member  to 
characterize  others  who  vote  as  their  consciences 
dictate  and  as  common  sense  and  decency  sug- 
gest, and  to  call  them  demagogues,  or  anything 
akin  to  them.    Onco  before,  by  the  gentleman 


MAY     19,     1887. 


514 


from  Ward  10,  I  have  been  designated  as  a  dem- 
agogue, and  — 

Mr.  Laud— I  never  designated  the  gentleman 
as  a  demagogue. 

Mr.  Short— As  having  made  the  Council 
Chamber  an  arena  for  personal  abuse,  for  the 
simple  reason  tbat  I  had  tbe  courage  to  express 
my  bonest  convictions.  The  gentleman  has 
seen  fit  to  denounce  men  here  who  favor  the 
passage  of  this  measure  as  not  having'  a  thimble- 
ful of  common  sense.  I  congratulate  him  on  the 
exalted  position  that  he  has  taken.  I,  in  a  sim- 
ilar strain,  and  reconstructing  his  expressions, 
characterize  any  man  as  having  no  common 
sense  or  consistency  who  votes  against  the  pas- 
sage of  this  order.  He  preaches  to  us.  with  a 
great  deal  of  display  and  a  great  deal  of  elo- 
quence, about  the  law  of  supply  and  demand. 
Ln  connection  with  these  extemporaneous 
expressions  of  his,  I  should  like  him  at 
least  to  be  Consistent,  and,  when  consider- 
ing the  law  of  supply  and  demand,  con- 
sider also  the  nature  of  his  spasmodic  ef- 
forts here,  and  also  recollect  how  much 
effect  one  of  his  spasmodic  effusions  may  have 
on  the  other  side.  He  speaks  of  those  advocat- 
ing these  measures  as  enemies  of  the  labor- 
ing men,  who  care  not  for  the  welfare  of  those 
men,  and  who  come  here  and  take  the  action 
they  do  siuply  for  the  sake  of  getting  votes.  I 
thought  after  the  last  occasion  I  took  issue 
with  this  gentleman,  that  personalities  were  to 
be  dropped ;  but  I  am  not  designating  any  man 
who  stands  in  this  body,  or  out  of  it,  and  throws 
out  the  slurs  which  he  has  thrown  out  in  the 
language  wlich  he  lias  used.  I  would  say  for 
those  who  sympathize  with  him,  that  they  are 
the  enemies  of  the  working  classes  and  care  not 
for  them  to  day.  They  exemplify  to  a  great 
degree,  at  the  present  time,  the  class  of  men 
who  today  are  taking  action  adverse  to  the  in- 
terest of  the  workingnien  throughout  the  coun- 
try—men who  live  for  the  welfare  of  themselves 
exclusively,  and  for  the  injury  of  all  others  at 
large.  I  care  not  to  impose  upon  your  patience 
by  indulging  in  any  useless  language.  I  cer- 
tainly trust  that  this  order  will  pass,  and  that, 
hereafter,  no  matter  what  are  the  political  con- 
victions of  any  member  who  appears  before  the 
Council  to  advocate  certain  views  or  measures 
which  he  thinks  beneficial  to  the  workingman, 
because  he  sees  fit  to  express  his  views,  he  will 
not  be  characterized  as  a  demagogue. 

Mr.  Blume  -This  is  the  same  old,  old  story. 
[Laughter.]  We  have  had  here  the  laboring 
man  for  the  last  four  years  and  a  half.  Every- 
body who  opposes  anything  here  which  is  pro- 
posed for  the  pretended  welfare  of  the  laboring 
man,  is  a  man  without  feeling,  a  bloated  bond- 
holder and  a  kid-gloved  aristocrat,  and  every 
man  who  howls  himself  hoarse  here  in  favor  of 
the  laboring  man— although  he  may  hardly 
know  what  labor  is — is  a  friend  of  the  laboring 
man.  I  say  this  is  all  buncombe  and  all  non- 
sense to  ask  us  to  come  here  and  by  our  votes 
give  a  half-holiday  to  every  man  in  the  city's 
employ.  Is  there  any  other  corporation  in  our 
municipality  or  in  the  Commonwealth,  that  you 
know  of — or  out  of  the  Commonwealth,  either— 
that  is  so  generous  to  its  laboring  men?  What 
are  laboring  men?  Are  the  members  of  the 
Common  Council  any  more  than  laboring  men  ? 
Are  they  all  kid-gloved,  bloated  bondholders,  or 
do  most  of  them  labor?  I  would  ask  every 
member  here,  with  a  few  exceptions,  whether 
he  don't  work  more  than  five  days  and  a  half  a 
week?  Does  he  drop  everything  at  12  o'clock  on 
Saturday  and  go  off  and  play?  I  say  no;  he 
doesn't.  Why,  then,  should  we  who  are  here  by 
our  action  give  a  half-holiday  to  those  in  the 
city's  employ  when  we  ourselves  work  beyond 
12  o'clock  on  Saturday?  The  laboring  men  in 
the  employ  of  the  city  of  Boston  are  not  over- 
worked. That  statement  goes  without  saying, 
They  are  not  driven  like  so  many  galley  slaves: 
some  people  even  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  a  great 
niany  of  them  are  a  lot  of  lazy  loafers.  In  my 
judgment  none  of  them  are  terribly  overworked, 
and  I  do  say  again,  what  I  have  said  so  often, 
that  the  gentlemen  who  propose  this  have  a 
purpose  beyond  the  interests  of  the  laboring 
man,  and  rather  in  their  own  interest,  Will 
any  gentleman  here  ask  any  thrifty  man  among 
his  constituents  who  owns  his  little  house  and 
lives  under  a  roof  he  calls  his  own,  whether  he 
acquired  it  by  applying  for  a  half-holiday  from 
his  employer,— whether  it  be  the  city  of  Boston 
or  any  other  employer?    Is  that  the  way  he  got 


his  little  deposit  in  the  saving  bank,  or  a  roof 
over  his  head?  Ask  among  your  laboring 
classes  whom  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  so 
heartily  represents  here  upon  all  occasions.  If 
any  of  them  have  got  a  dollar  they  are  not  the 
men  who  want  to  go  home  and  stop  work  on 
Saturday.  They  would  rather  work  until  mid- 
night if  their  strength  endured.  I  say,  there- 
fore, and  I  believe  it  m  my  heart,  that  these 
gentlemen  are  seeking  for  votes,  and  not  for 
the  good  of  the  laboring  men  in  their  respective 
districts.  As  1  have  said  on  a  former  occasion 
in  this  chamber.  I  have  been  a  laborer  from  my 
early  boyhood.  I  don't  go  home  Saturday  until 
12  o'clock,  I  work  every  day  in  the  week,  and 
many  nights.  Why  do  I  do  it?  For  my  own 
welfare  and  for  that  of  my  family.  Do  you  sup- 
pose I  would  ever  have  advanced  myself  in  life 
—not  to  boast  at  all— if  I  had  stuck  out  for  a  half- 
holiday  every  time  the  opportunity  presented  ? 
If  I  had  done  so,  I  might  have  been  now  one  of 
the  men  digging  your  streets  and  gutters — hon- 
orable employments  enough,  but  most  of  us 
want  to  rise  above  them.  I  say  that  no  man 
who  sits  down  and  wants  a  half-holiday  will 
ever  succeed  in  life.  He  must  work  late  and 
early  or  he  will  not  advance  in  the  world.  You 
cannot  point  out  to  me  a  single  successful  man 
on  the  face  of  the  earth,  rich  or  poor.— not  a 
man  who  amounts  to  a  pin.  who  started  out  in 
life  with  the  doctrine,  and  lived  up  to  it.  that  he 
must  have  so  many  holidays  and  half-holidays 
on  which  he  could  stop  work.  Life  isn't  made 
up  of  holidays.  It  is  made  up  of  hard  work,  and 
the  moment  you  advocate  this  loafing  on  every 
occasion  you  can,  you  retrograde  back  into  bar- 
barism. 

Mr.  Whitmoee— It  is  my  painful  duty  again  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Council  back  to  the 
consideration  of  the  main  question  before  us, 
and  that  is  the  consideration  of  an  order  re- 
questing the  mayor  to  do  certain  things.  We 
have  heard  eloquence  on  both  sides  of  the  ab- 
stract question  as  to  whether  it  was  best  to  have 
a  half-holiday  or  not.  We  have  heard  some  of 
the  speeches  substantially  before ;  I  presume  we 
shall  hear  thern  again  whenever  the  matter 
shall  come  up,  and  for  my  own  part  I  have  ac- 
cepted that  as  one  of  the  painful  responsibili- 
ties of  being  a  member  of  the  Common  Council, 
just  as  other  members  feel  no  doubt  that  they 
are  obliged  occasionally  to  hear  a  speech  from 
the  senior  member  from  Ward  12.  But  I  would 
wish  the  Council  to  come  back  to  this  question, 
which  is  the  only  one  before  us.  As  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  7  has  very  well  pointed  out,  the 
mayor  has  already  done  just  what  we 
are  going  to  request  him  to  do  if  we  pass 
this  order.  If  we  don't  pass  the  order 
we  throw  a  slur  on  the  actions  of  the 
mayor.  I  wish  I  was  as  sure  of  anything  as 
my  friend  in  the  second  division  is  on  this 
question:  Iwishlwasas  clear  as  he  is  in  his 
view  of  this  subject,  but  I  feel  that  the  mayor  of 
Boston,  owing  perhaps  to  the  position  in  which 
he  was  placed  by  the  law,  has  decided  this 
question.  If  we  don't  pass  this  order  his  order 
stands,  and  the  half-holicay  is  granted.  If  we 
do  pass  this  order  we  only  give  him  the  support 
of  our  expression  of  the  belief  that  his  action 
was  wise.  For  my  own  part,  sir,  I  have  confi- 
dence enough  in  the  mayor  to  believe  that  he 
has  given  the  subject  careful  consideration  be- 
fore he  came  to  the  conclusion  he  has  arrived 
at,  and,  sir,  I  propose  to  vote  for  the  measure, 
whether  it  be  good  or  bad,  whether  it  meets  the 
approval  of  one  party  or  another,  without  going 
into  the  merits  of  the  case,  because  I  feel  that 
we  cannot  undo  what  the  mayor  has  done,  and  I 
feel  for  myself  so  well  convinced  that  his 
action  was  wise  that  I  am  willing  to  give  him 
what  little  support  I  can  by  endorsing  what  he 
has  done.  That  being  the  simple  question,  and 
one  on  which  little  additional  light  can  be  ob- 
tained, I  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Leahy — Before  the  question  is  put  I  would 
like  to  say  one  or  two  words  and  set  forth  my 
position.  I  am  willing  now  to  plead  guilty  to 
the  charge  of  being  a  demagogue  in  this  par- 
ticular matter.  But  while  I  plead  guilty  to  that 
charge,  the  other  side  must  also  plead  guilty.  I 
am  sent  here  by  a  constituency  composed  of 
laboring  people,  I  believe  I  am  sent  here  to 
represent  those  people,  and  what  I  think  they 
want  I  shall  vote  for.  They  believe  that  they 
are  representing  the  feelings  of  the  people  they 
represent  in  opposing  this,  and  I  say  to  them 
that  they  dare  not  stand  up  and  vote  to  give  a 
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lialf-holiday  to  laboring  men  on  Saturday,  be- 
cause thev  themselves  would  lose  votes  if  they 
did  so,— if  you  want  to  put  it  that  way. 

Mr.  Burr— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I  think 
the  gentleman  is  debating  the  main  question, 
and  the  question  is  now  on  ordering  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  Leary— I  hope  the  main  question  will  be 
put  and  the  order  passed. 

Mr.  Frost— I  hope  the  main  question  will  not 
be  ordered  until  we  have  had  some  further 
chance  for  debate.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I 
sympathize  with  the  measui'e  to  the  extent  of 
two  months— the  months  of  July  and  August- 
as I  did  last  year,  but  further  than  that  I  do  not 
sympathize  with  the  measure,  and  shall  not 
vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Carroll— I  hope  the  main  question  will 
not  be  put  at  this  time.  The  reason  why  I  hope 
it  will  not  be  put  is  that  various  statements 
have  been  made  as  to  the  difference  in  the  con- 
dition of  men  working  for  the  city  today,  and 
those  working  for  private  corporations  through- 
out the  city.  AH  outside  laborers  in  the  city  of 
Boston  today  are  working  nine  hours  a  day  and 
eight  on  Saturday.  If  this  is  done  it  will  give 
the  city  employees  55  hours  a  week,  while  those 
outside  will  have  53  hours  a  week.  So  that  this 
will  not  bring  it  down  to  an  equality  with  out- 
side labor.    Men  in  this  chamber  say— 

The  President— The  question  is,  shall  the 
main  question  be  nut? 

Mr.  Carroll -I  hope  the  main  question  will 
not  be  put.  and  when  it  is  put  that  the  members 
will  vote  for  the  passage  of  the  order. 

The  main  question  was  ordered  and  the  ques- 
tion came  on  the  passage  of  the  order.  On  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Ladd  it  was  voted  that  the  yeas  and 
nays  be  taken  on  the  passage.  The  order  was 
passed  ;  yeas  48,  nays  11 : 

Yeas— Barry,  Bowman,  Carroll,  Chamberlain, 
Cochran,  Coleman,  Connolly.  Coyle.  Davern. 
Desmond,  Dolan.-  Duggan.  Dunn,  Fisher,  Foss, 
Fowler.  P.  J.  Gallagher.  Gomez,  haggerty,  Har- 
rington, Hayes,  Keliher,  Kelley.  Kennedy,  Lau- 
ten,  Leary,  Mahoney,  McEnaney,  McKenna.  Mo- 
Nary,  J.  J.  Murphy.  W.  H.  Murphy,  Nunan. 
O'Mealey,  Perry,  E.  J.  Powers,  Reilly,  Shaw, 
Short,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan.  Sundberg, 
Teevens,  Tracy,  Tuttle,  Webster,  Whall,  Whit- 
more— 48. 

Nays — Atwood,  Blume,  Burr,  Fottler,  Frost, 
Ladd.  F.  R  Morrison,  Norton.  Perkins,  Richards, 
Sanger,  E.  Sullivan.  Thayer,  Wilson— 14. 

Absent  or  not  voting— .Carstensen.  Clark, 
Dewey.  J.  Gallagher.  Lattimore,  Light,  F.  Mori- 
son,  J.  Murphy,  C.  C.  Powers.  Snow— 10. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider;  lost.  Sent 
up. 

THE   LUNCH  ORDER. 

Mr.  Gomez  offered  an  order— That  the  city 
messenger  be  requested  to  furnish  a  lunch  in 
the  ante- room  for  the  members,  officers  and  re- 
porters, the  expense  attending  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Common 
Council. 

The  order  was  passed  ;yeas  58,  nays  5: 

Yeas — Atwood,  Barry,  Bowman,  Burr,  Carroll, 
Chamberlain,  Cochran,  Coleman,  Connolly, 
Covin,  Davern,  Desmond,  Dolan.  Duggan,  Dunn, 
Fisher,  Foss,  Fottler,  Fowler,  P.  J.  Gallagher, 
Gomez,  Haggerty,  Harrington,  Hayes,  Keliher, 
Kelley.  Kennedy,  Lauteu,  Leary,  Mahoney,  Mc- 
Enaney, McKenna.  MeNary,  F.  Morison.  F.  R. 
Morrison,  J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Norton, 
Nunan,  O'Mealey,  Perkins.  E.  J.  Powers,  Reilly. 
Richards,  Sanger.  Shaw,  Short.  E.  Sullivan,  J. 
H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan.  Sundberg,  Teevens, 
Tracy,  Tuttle.  Webster,  Whall,  Whitmore,  Wil- 
son—58. 

Nays— Blume,  Frost,  Ladd,  Perry,  Thayer— 5. 

Absent  or  not  voting  —  Carstensen,  Clark, 
Dewey,  J.  Gallagher,  Lattimore,  Light,  J.  Mur- 
phy, C.  C.  Powers,  Snow— 9. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

ROXBURY  HIGH-SCHOOL  SITE. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  Council  con- 
sidered the  following: 

34.  Order  authorizing  the  mayor  to  purchase 
asa  site  for  a  new  high  schoolhouse,  Roxbury, 
certain  land  on  easterly  side  of  Warren  street, 
between  Montrose  street  and  Dunreath  place 
(26,082  square  feet)  at  $1.75  per  square  foot,  the 
city  to  pay  the  taxes  for  1887. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  F.  Morison— Since  I  have  been  a  mem- 
ber of  this  body  I  have  found  it  one  of  the  most 


difficult  things  to  vote  intelligently  upon  the 
question  of  these  schoolhouse  sites.  These 
questions  are  continually  coming  tip.  One  site 
is  very  strenuously  advocated  by  one  party  in 
the  Council,  and  a  different  site  is  as  strenu- 
ously advocated  by  another  party.  One  who 
knows  nothing  about  the  subject,  except  what 
he  hears  upon  the  floor  of  this  chamber,  is  left— 
or,  at  least,  I  for  one  am  left— very  much  in  the 
dark  as  to  the  proper  thing  for  him  to  do.  So 
when  this  order  was  considered  at  the  last  meet- 
ing of  this  Council,  I  resolved  that,  as  it  was  to 
be  laid  over,  I  would  ascertain  for  myself,  as  far 
as  I  could,  the  merits  of  the  question.  Before 
I  had  done  anything  in  that  direction,  in  fact, 
the  day  after  the  order  was  under  consid- 
eration, one  of  the  members  of  the  School  Board 
came  to  my  office  and  had  a  long  conversation 
with  me,  desiring  me  to  oppose  this  order,  on  the 
ground  that  this  was  a  very  unsuitable  site  for 
the  new  Roxbury  High  Schoolhouse.  This 
gentleman  had  himself  Deen  master  of  a  high 
school :  he  had  himself  been  superintendent  of 
the  public  schools  of  Boston.  He  said  he  did 
not  go  into  the  question  of  price  at  all,  but  he 
looked  upon  this  site  upon  Montrose  street  and 
Dunreath  place  and  Warren  street  as  very  un- 
suitable for  a  high  school,  because  of  the  "noise 
and  dust  which  at  present  come  from  the 
use  of  that  street,  and  that  this  objection 
would  be  very  much  increased  as  the  popula- 
tion increased  in  that  vicinity.  After  my  con- 
versation with  him,  1  thought  I  would  see  other 
members  of  the  School  Board.  I  therefore  have 
written  to  one  and  have  seen  two  or  three  others. 
I  found  another  gentleman,  a  member  of  the 
School  Board,  opposed  to  this  site  for  the  same 
reason.  I  then  thought  I  would  go  there  and 
look  at  the  site  myself,  which  f  did,  and  I  quite 
agree  with  these  gentlemen  with  regard  to  the 
objections  to  the  site.  The  population  of  Rox- 
bury, as  was  stated  here  in  advocacy  of  this 
order  at  the  last  meeting,  is  drifting  in  the  di- 
rection of  Warren  street.  It  seems  to  me  that 
Warren  street  is  to  be  the  Washington  street 
of  the  district,  and  to  put  a  high  school- 
house  in  that  position  is  to  put  it  where, 
in  a  few  years,  it  will  be  very  hard  to 
teach  the  school,  especially  in  warm  weather, 
when  they  will  have  the  windows  open,  and  the 
noise  will  be  a  great  annoyance.  I  know  the 
difficulty  of  having  to  do  business  of  that  kind 
in  a  building  which  is  in  a  noisy  situation  from 
my  experience  in  the  court  house  here.  Those 
of  us  who  have  anything  to  do  in  the  court 
house  know  the  difficulty  we  have  with 
the  noise  from  the  express  teams  in  that 
neighborhood.  It  has  been,  to  a  certain 
extent,  obviated  by  having  the  pavement 
made  of  asphalt,  so  that  the  noise  is  dead- 
ened. It  seems  to  me  that  within  a  short  time 
Warren  street  will  be  paved  with  stone,  which 
it  is  not  now,  and  it  will  be  necessary,  if  the 
high  school  is  nut  on  this  site,  to  have  an  asphalt 
pavement  in  front  of  the  schoolhouse,  in  order 
that  the  recitations  may  be  heard  in  the  school- 
room. The  present  location  for  the  high  school 
is  a  beautiful  one.  It  is  quiet,  and  I  see  no  rea- 
son for  moving  it,  except  that  1  understand  that 
on  all  hands  it  is  conceded  that  the  building  is 
not  large  enough.  If  it  were  possible  to  enlarge 
the  building  in  its  present  location,  I  should, 
for  one,  think  that  was  the  best  thing 
to  do.  But  I  believe  the  authorities  have 
decided  that  it  cannot  be  done.  One  of 
the  gentlemen  to  whom  I  have  referred 
said  he  was  in  favor  of  a  site  on  Buena  Vista 
avenue,  where  can  be  obtained  land  which  is 
just  as  convenient  for  the  population  as  the 
proposed  site,  and  it  is  slightly  removed  from 
the  noise  and  dust  to  which  the  Warren-street 
site  is  subject ;  and  that  gentleman  is  a  member 
of  the  School  Board,  had  advocated  that  site, 
and  does  advocate  it  now.  That  is  all  1  have  to 
say  in  regard  to  the  site  as  a  place  to  keep  the 
school  in.  There  is  another  question  which  has 
been  much  discussed  here,  and  that  is  the  price 
which  it  is  proposed  to  pay  for  the  land.  I 
thought  I  would  examine  the  assessors'  books 
and  ascertain  whether  the  price  asked  was  rea- 
sonable or  not.  I  found  that  the  land  was 
owned  by  three  parties.  The  first  part,  consist- 
ing of  17,086  feet,  belongs  to  Mr.  Silas  Potter, 
and  is  assessed  at  90  cents  a  foot.  It  was  bought 
at  auction  June  18,  1885;  what  he  paid  for  it  I 
was  not  able  to  ascertain.  The  second  lot,  con- 
sisting of  5000  feet,  belongs  to  Mr.  Francis  J.  Mc- 
Laughlin, and  is  assessed  at  45  cents  a  foot.    It 
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-was  bought  by  Mr.  McJLaughlin  for  §3200  on 
March  5,  1886,  at  auction,  and  the  purchase  in- 
clude i  the  building-,  which  is  assessed  for  §1200. 
Taking  the  building  and  the  land,  the  two  to- 
day are  assessed  for  69  cents  a  square  foot.  The 
third  piece,  which  is  the  most  valuable  piece, 
is  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Warren  and  Mont- 
rose streets,  consists  of  852  feet,  belongs  to  Hon. 
Patrick  Maguire,  and  is  assessed  at  Si  a  foot.  I 
supposed  that  the  land  there  has  increased  in 
value.  I  tried  to  ascertain  from  other  sources 
what  a  fair  valuation  at  present  would  be.  and  I 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  a  fair  valuation  for 
the  whole  lot  would  be  $1.25  a  foot.  Now  if  the 
land  is  bought  by  the  city  of  Boston  at  $1.75  a 
foot,  we  shall  be  paying  50  cents  a  foot  more 
than  the  land  is  worth,  for  an  unfit  site,  in  the 
judgment  of  two  members  of  the  School  Board 
—the  other  gentleman  to  whom  I  applied  did 
not  express  any  opinion— but  certainly  the  two 
to  whom  I  referred  are  prominent  members  of 
the  School  Board.  The  politics  of  one  I  do  not 
know,  but  the  other  is  certainly  a  prominent 
Democrat.  Now  I  think,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
these  two  gentlemen,  whom  the  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton have  chosen  to  look  out  for  their  interests, 
consider  this  the  most  unsuitable  site,  a  site 
which  one  of  them  would  not  take  if  it  were 
given  to  the  city  of  Boston,  and  would  not  put  a 
school  on  it  if  it  were  presented  to  the  city,  I 
think  it  would  be  well  for  this  Council  to  con- 
sider very  seriously  before  they  pass  this  order 
tonight,  and  I  trust  that  the  order  will  not  pre- 
vail. 

Mr.  Whitmore  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Ric  hards— I  think  that  this  question  as 
to  why  we  should  not  buy  this  schoolhouse  lot 
divides  itself  into  four  heads.  The  first  is,  that 
the  price  is  too  much,  as  shown  by  the  value  of 
the  adjoining  property ;  the  second  is,  that  it  is 
not  a  proper  place,  because  it  is  too  noisy;  the 
third  is,  because  better  lots  can  be  obtained  for 
less  money  in  more  suitable  places;  and  the 
fourth  is,  because  the  leading  citizens  of  Rox- 
bury  do  not  want  the  school  on  that  si*e.  I  hold 
in  my  hand  a  paper  signed  by  some  of  the  lead- 
ing citizens  of  Roxbury,  addressed  to  the  City 
Council,  to  the  following  effect ;  and  I  will  say 
that  this  petition  is  headed  by  one  of  the  best 
informed  gentlemen  in  Boston  as  to  the  value 
of  real  estate.  I  do  not  think  there  is  a  man  in 
this  Council,  not  even  the  gentleman  who  comes 
from  that  district,  who  will  stand  up  and  say 
that  that  gentleman's  opinion  of  real  estate  is 
not  of  the  highest.  I  refer  to  the  Hon.  Nathaniel 
J.  Bradlee.     [Reading] : 

Boston,  May  14,  1887. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of  the  City 

of  Boston. 

Whereas  we.  the  undersigned  residents  of 
Roxbury.  desire  to  most  earnestly  remonstrate 
against  and  object  to  the  purchase  of  the  propos- 
ed site  for  a  schoolhouse  on  Warren  street,  on 
the  ground  of  the  large  and  unnecessary  ex- 
pense that  would  be  incurred  by  such  purchase, 
and  also  the  fact  that  the  noise  from  said  War- 
ren street  would  be  so  great  as  to  seriously  inter- 
fere with  the  various  studies;  it  being  a  matter 
of  common  knowledge  in  the  district  that  far 
more  desirable  locations  can  be  obtained  for 
considerable  less  money  than  the  lot  under  con- 
sideration, we  therefore  desire  to  enter  our  most 
earnest  protest  against  the  proposed  purchase. 
Nathaniel  J.  Bradlee,  George  B.  Nichols,  Henry 
W.  Putnam,  Francis  W.  Kittredge.  S.  A. 
Bolster,  N.  S.  Lawrence,  G.  W.  Curtis, 
George  B.  Faunce.  W.  Wallace  Waugh, 
George  F.  Shepard,  George  A.  Avery' 
John  Felt  Osgood,  Augustus  Richardson,  W.  H. 
Holloway,  Henry  G.  Fay,  Albert  C.  Burrage, 
James  E.  Nason,  George  \V.  Wadsworth.  Charles 
W.  Trainer,  Leon  Keach,  Charles  F.  Currier, 
W.  A.  Goodman,  Edward  G.  Morse.  G.  E.  Craw- 
ley, B.  F.  Lamb,  Josiah  Hayward,  C.  C.  Harvey, 
W.  C.  Fisk,  W.  H.  Chessman,  E.  F.  Whitman, 
J.  D.  Morton,  James  M.  Keith,  C.  H.  Whitten, 
George  C.  Appleton.  Charles  Mason,  Franklin 
Adams,  Robert  G.  Molineaux,  E.  Francis 
Whitman,  F.  M.  Smith,  Eugene  H.  Clapp, 
H.  F.  Morse,  William  MacKenzie,  John  J. 
Dyer,  Charles  E.  Hunt,  E.  S.  Hunt,  John 
J.  Soren,  Arthur  W.  Tufts,  N.  O.  Whitcomb, 
Charles  E.  Swain,  Charles  J.  Daly,  Lewis 
Horton,  John  H.  Rowe,  William  N.  Swain. 

We  have  thus  found  the  opinions,  I  may  say, 
of  a  number  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Roxbury 
as  regards  the  value  of  this  site.  Let  us  look  at 
the  history  of  this  property.    The  property  un- 


der consideration  was  owned  formerly  by  the 
Wheelwright  family.  To  show  what  the  value 
of  the  property  is  I  give  the  Council  a  few  facts. 
This  property  is  situated  upon  Montrose  street 
ar  d  Dunreath  avenue.  Then  just  beyond  there 
is  the  Stults  property  adjoining,  10,614  feet, 
which  belonged  to  this  same  Wheelwright  fam- 
ily ;  and  on  the  23d  of  April,  1880,  it  was  sold  for 
$9285.  The  quality  of  the  land  is  the  same  as  in 
this  lot  for  which  they  are  asking  $1.75  a  foot. 

Mr.  Norton — If  the  gentleman  will  allow  me 
to  correct  him  in  one  of  his  statements,  I  will 
do  so. 

Mr.  Richards— When  the  proper  time  comes. 
I  don't  think  it  is  necessary  now. 

The  President— Mr.  Richards  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  Richards— Then  the  property  next  ad- 
joining, right  across  Dunreath  place,  is  owned 
by  Mr.  Stults.    I  have  a  letter  in  my  hand  from 
Mr.  Stults  in  regard  the  property.    [Reading]: 
Boston,  May  17, 1887. 
Mr.  Richards. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  yours  of  the  14th,  I 
will  sell  my  lot  of  land  on  the  corner  of  Dun- 
reath place  and  Warren  street,  for  $1.25  per  foot. 
Respectfully,  J.  V.  N.  Stults. 

He  is  willing  to  sell  that  lot  for  $1.25  a  foot. 
Now  to  come  to  the  question  about  the  other 
lots  of  land  in  Roxbury.  I  have  a  map  here, 
which'  anybody  can  see,  showing  all  the  streets 
in  Roxbury,  and  these  lots,  I  am  to  mention, 
are  none  of  them  over  1200  feet  from  the  lot  in 
question,  and  the  most  advantageous  lot  in  all 
Roxbury  is  only  within  a  stone's  throw.  We 
can  get  a  lot  of  land  belonging  to  the  Brewster 
family,  comprising  24,456  square  feet,  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Walnut  avenue  and  Rockland  street,  for 
$25,000.  That  is  less  than  $1  a  foot.  There  may 
be  more  grading  necessary  there,  but  not  mucli 
more  is  necessary  than  on  the  present  lot.  On 
Walnut  avenue,  of  course,  there  is  no  horse-car 
track,  but  in  the  course  of  another  year  the 
citizens  of  Roxbury  tell  me  that  a  horse-car 
track  will  be  put  through,  and  it  will  stand 
in  tbe  same  condition  as  Warren  street  does 
today.  Besides,  this  lot  is  situated  at,  the 
junction  of  streets  running  east,  west,  north 
and  south.  There  is  another  lot  in  regard  to 
which  we  have  a  communication  here,  which 
was  addressed  to  the  mayor,  the  Bradford  lot, 
which  is  situated  on  Walnut  avenue,  and  com- 
prises 55,000  square  feet.  That  lot  we  can  pur- 
chase for  $20,000,  only  about  25  cents  a  foot,  and 
it  is  just  as  good  a  lot  as  the  one  which  you  are 
considering  as  far  as  general  utility  is  con- 
cerned. Then,  beyond  that,  there  is  the  Dunbar 
lot  at  the  corner  of  Walnut  avenue,  Humboldt 
avenue  and  Bourne  street.  Humbuldt  avenue 
is  to  be  put  through  in  a  short  time  probably, 
and  that  lot  can  now  he  rnvrehased  at  70  cents  a 
foot ;  I  have  the  figures  right  here.  Mr.  Dunbar 
writes  me  as  follows : 

Boston,  May  18,  1887. 
W.  R.  Richards. 

Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  your  letter  I  will  sell  you 
25,000  or  40,000  feet  of  land  on  Walnut  avenue, 
Humboldt  avenue  and  Bower  street  for  75  cents 
per  foot,  you  to  make  the  selection  as  to  loca- 
tion. Respectfully, 

D.  A.  Dunbar, 
D.  A.  D.  J. 

We  can  take  that  lot  on  three  streets,  or  on 
two  streets ;  or  we  can  take  it  as  we  please  other- 
wise ;  and  that  land  we  can  get  for  70  cents  a 
foot,  just  one-half  the  price  of  the  land  this  gen- 
tleman by  the  name  of  Maguire  is  trying  to 
foist  upon  us.  Then  I  want  to  say  there  is  an- 
other lot  belonging  to  one  I.  E.  Emmons,  situ- 
ated on  Walnut  avenue  and  Dale  street.  It 
comprises  27,272  square  feet,  and  can  be  pro- 
cured for  $25,000  and  taxes  of  the  current  vear. 
I  have  a  letter  in  regard  to  this,  as  follows: 
Mr.  William  R.  Richards. 

Dear  Sir,— I  hereby  authorize  you  to  offer  to 
the  city  of  Boston  mv  real  estate  situated  on  the 
corner  of  Walnut  avenue  and  Dale  street,  con- 
taining 27,27,;  square  feet  of  land,  and  buildings, 
for  the  sum  of  $25,000,  the  taxes  for  the  current 
year  to  be  paid  by  purchaser. 
Yours  truly, 

May  19, 1887.  I.  E.  Emmons. 

That  is  a  lot  of  land  which  can  be  purchased 
for  less  than  $1  a  foot.  That  lot  is  as  good  a  lot  as 
can  be  found  anywhere ;  and  I  may  say  right 
here  that  there  is  no  place  in  Boston  that  con- 
tains so  many  beautiful  sites  for  schoolhouses 
and  residences  as  the  Boston  Highlands  and  the 
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Roxbury  District.  There  are  any  number  of 
fine  time  that  we  can  obtain  there  at  the  pres- 
ent sites.  I  think  in  future  years  they  may  all 
be  taken,  but  they  are  not  all  taken  at  the  pres- 
ent time,  and  we  have  a  splendid  opportunity 
to  pick  out  good  sites  in  all  directions!  I  will, 
lastly,  come  to  a  lot  of  land  which  is  within  a 
stone's  throw  of  this  lot  which  I  have  last 
mentioned  on  Copeland  street,  and  the 
gentleman  who  sits  in  the  other  division 
has  been  laboring'  under  the  impression 
that  that  could  not  be  purchased,  and  he  has 
told  members  outside  that  it  could  not  be  pur- 
chased. I  have  in  my  hand  a  communication 
in  which  that  land  is  offered  for  70  cents  a  foot, 
and  that  is  an  offer  that  the  present  owners 
make  in  case  a  mortgage  thould  be  taken  on 
the  land,  and  to  outside  parties,  for  instance, 
the  city  of  Boston,  of  course  it  would  be  sold  at 
a  very  reasonable  figure.  William  L.  Russell 
out  there  is  one  who  has  charge  of  that  lot  of 
land,  and  there  are  also  four  or  five  other  lavge 
lots  of  land  which  can  be  obtained  if  necessary. 
That  lot  of  land  owned  by  Mr.  Russeil  is  certain- 
ly to  my  mind  as  good  a  lot  as  can  be  found  for 
the  purpose  in  Roxbury,  and  is  situated  in  a 
growing  part  of  the  town  where  the  popu- 
lation is  increasing  from  day  to  day,  and 
many  new  houses  are  being  erected  in  the 
localit".  It  is  not  in  the  locality  of  the 
stores  but  in  the  locality  of  the  population 
and  the  homes  of  the  people  there.  If  you  pur- 
chase this  lot  the  high  school  will  be  situated 
in  a  more  quiet  neighborhood  than  in  the  War- 
ren-street lot,  because,  as  has  been  said,  the 
horse  cars  on  Warren  street  will  create  so  much 
noise  that  it  will  interfere  greatly  with  the  study 
of  the  schools.  The  Warren-street  lot  is  the 
highest  price  lot  of  all.  You  might  as  well  think 
of  putting  a  schoolhouse  Tm  Commonwealth 
avenue,  where  the  land  is  worth  f  f5  a  foot  in 
some  cases,  instead  of  putting  it  on  land  on 
Newbury  or  Marlborough  streets,  where  land 
can  be  purchased  for  $5  a  foot.  You  must  ac- 
knowledge, gentlemen,  that  to  do  that  would 
be  pure  nonsense.  It  would  be  just  as  nonsensi- 
cal in  this  instance  to  put  the  schoolhouse  on 
Warren  street  as  it  would  be  to  put  a  school)'  ouse 
on  Commonwealth  avenue.  Vou  never  would 
think  of  putting  a  schoolhouse  on  Common- 
wealth avenue  when  you  could  purcbase  land 
on  Newbury  and  Marlborough  streets  which 
would  cost  the  city  of  Boston  only  half  as  much 
money.  Now  Commonwealth  avenue  holds  the 
same  position  to  the  Back  Bay  that  Warren 
street  does  to  Roxbury,  And  there  is  another 
question  which  suggests  itself  in  this  connec- 
tion. If  you  put  a  schoolhouse  on  Common- 
wealth avenue  it  would  be  an  injury  to  the 
property  there.  There  is  no  question  about  that, 
and  the  same  would  be  true  on  Warren  street  in 
Roxbury.  I  have  the  plans  of  all  the  lots  which 
I  have  mentioned  here,  if  anybody  cares  to  see 
them,  but  I  think  sufficient  has  been  shown  to 
point  out  that  wre  are  acting  unwisely,  and  fool- 
ishly, perhaps,  in  paying  a  double  price  for  a 
schoolhouse  lot  that  we  can  get  for  half  the 
price  and  in  a  better  location  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Norton— The  facts  in  regard  to  this  piece 
of  land  that  has  been  selected  by  the  gentlemen 
of  the  Committee  of  the  City  Government,  and 
also  approved  by  the  School  Committee,  are 
somewhat  different  from  what  my  friend  has 
just  stated.  It  is  not,  and  I  doubt  if  it  ever  was, 
a  Wheelwright  lot.  It  is  a  lot  that  belonged  to 
Mr.  Lewis,  and  across  the  street  there  is  a  lot 
that  formerly  belonged  to  George  W.  Wheel- 
wright. It  is,  in  my  judgment,  the  most  desir- 
able lot  in  that  neighborhood,  and  the  finest  and 
best  piece  of  land  that  lies  in  Roxbury  for  any 
purpose  whatever.  It  is  a  lot  of  land  that  contains 
20,000  feet,  bounded  on  three  streets,  with  suffi- 
cient depth  to  set  a  schoolhouse  far  enough  back 
so  as  not  to  be  disturbed  by  the  noise.  This  lot 
of  land  in  June,  1885,  was  divided  into  three  lots, 
and  was  sold  at  auction.  Two  of  the  corner  lots, 
one  bordering  on  Warren  street  and  Montrose 
street,  and  the  other  on  Warren  street  and 
Dunreath  street,  were  sold  for  Si. 25  a  foot.  The 
lot  between  these  two,  facing  on  Warren  street, 
was  sold  for  $105,  and  the  rear  lot  was  sold  for 
GO  cents  a  foot ;  and  at  that  time  it  was  consid- 
ered by  every  resident  about  there  a  very  cheap 
price  for  that  land.  There  has  been  paid  within 
a  few  years  $11  a  foot  for  a  piece  of  land  within 
a  short  distance  from  that.  Every  one  knows 
that  that  was  an  exorbitant  price.  But  when 
this  piece  of  land  was  sold  it  was  considered 


very  cheap.  Now  we  come  to  the  price  which, 
it  will  cost  to  purchase  this  land  at  $1.75  a 
foot.  There  are  250  feet  south  on  the  op- 
posite side  of  Warren  street  where  two 
years  ago  a  piece  of  land  was  sold  for  $3  a 
foot,— 250  feet,— and  there  have  been  pieces 
of  land  around  there  sold  for  $1.75  afoot.  I 
hold  in  my  hand  a  bond  for  a  deed  of  9000  feet 
of  land  situated  within  less  than  500  feet  of  this 
land,  which  was  sold  at  $2  a  foot,  and  I  would 
state  that  the  owner  of  it  has  refused  within  48 
hours,  $1.75  cash.  Now  I  think  these  facts  are 
sufficient  to  show  you  that  this  is  not  an  exor- 
bitant price  for  the  land.  There  is  no  bond  and 
no  agreement  with  anybody  whereby  the  city 
shall  be  forced  to  buy  this  land.  As  has  been 
said  Mr.  Potter  owns  three-quarters  of  it,  and 
Mr.  Maguire,  I  believe,  owns  3800  and  some  odd 
feet.  The  land  for  a  high  school  house  in  Rox- 
bury has  been  considered  for  some  time. 
For  some  three  months  we  have  been  looking  at 
different  sites  and  locations,  and  owners  and 
citizens  there  have  visited  us  to  give  us  their 
prices  on  different  lots  of  land.  Parties  12 
months  ago  refused  $1.50  a  foot  for  land  adjoin- 
ing this,  and  they  have  come  in  here  tonight 
and  offered  that  land  for  $1.25  a  f.iot.  Now 
what  is  the  reason?  It  is  this,  that  there  has 
been  started,  and  I  think  the  foundation  has 
been  laid,  a  tenement  house  or  apartment  house 
to  be  built  right  adjoining  this  lot  of  land,  to  be, 
as  I  am  told,  live  or  six  stories  high,  with  a 
tower  of  some  30  or  40  feet  on  it ;  and  it  will  in- 
jure the  property  of  this  owner  so  much  that  he 
wishes  to  sell  out  to  the  city  of  Boston.  It  is  land 
which  is  largely  composed  of  a  solid  ledge,  and 
is  situated  so  that  whoever  builds  on  it  will  be 
obliged  to  blast  and  take  out  a  large  quantity  of 
stone.  And  I  am  informed  by  one  who 
knows  the  expense  of  that  work  that 
it  will  be  worth  from  50  to  60  cents  a  foot  to 
level  that  land  so  that  it  can  be  built  upon. 
This  petition  that  has  been  brought  in  here  is 
signed  by  a  great  many  of  the  prominent  men  of 
Roxbury.  1  had  the  pleasure  last  night  of  hav- 
ing it  presented  to  me  in  the  Roxbury  Club,  and 
I  also  had  two  petitioners  tell  me  that  they  had 
signed  it  under  a  misapprehension.  It  is  gotten 
up  by  some  four  or  five  gentlemen  who  have 
lots  of  land  there  in  hopes  of  defeating  the  pur- 
pose of  buying  this  lot  of  land  under  considera- 
tion. My  friend  Richards  has  shown  us  that 
there  are  several  sites  out  there  which  would 
be  available  for  this  purpose,  and  has  said  that 
he  wished  the  committee  would  select  one  of 
them,  but  they  seem  to  be  on  a  main  street,  and 
on  a  street  where  both  the  Metropolitan  and 
Highland  railroads  have  now  promised  to  run 
their  car  tracks.  I  cannot  see  the  difference 
between  putting  the  schoolhouse  on  Walnut 
avenue  on  a  line  of  car  tracks  or  on  Warren 
street  on  a  line  of  car  tracks.  I  would  say  that 
this  lot  which  is  proposed  to  be  bought  is  178 
feet  on  Warren  street,  196  feet  on  Montrose 
avenue  and  134  feet  on  Dunreath  place. 
It  is  situated  on  an  elevated  spot,  one  of  the 
highest  we  have  in  Roxbury,  and  is  so  situated 
that  it  can  never  be  shut  out  from  light  and  air, 
and  it  is  considered  by  the  majority  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Roxbury  as  the  most  available  and  best 
site  for  the  Roxbury  High  School.  I  will  say 
here  that  this  lot  of  Mr.  Stults,  that  my  friend 
lias  referred  to,  is  a  lot  of  163  feet  on  Warren 
street  and  132  on  Dunreath  place.  On  the  south 
side  of  this  lot  is  the  building  spoken  of  as  being 
built  by  Mr.  Potter,  which  is  about  42  feet  high, 
with  a  tower  bringing  it  up  to  about  50  feet,  I 
think.  So  it  can  be  easily  seen  that  that  is  not 
a  desirable  place  on  which  to  build  a  schoolhouse. 
1  have  no  objection  at  all  to  what  Mr.  Richards 
has  offered,  but  I  wish  tostate  this,  that  Mr.  Rich- 
ards notified  the  different  owners  of  land  in  that 
vicinity,  as  it  has  been  known  for  two  months 
that  the  city  wished  to  purchase  land  for  a  high 
school,  and  not  one  of  the  gentlemen,  with 
the  exception  of  Mr.  Stults,  came  forward  and 
offered  his  lot.  He  refused  to  sell  it  for  less  than 
$1.50  a  foot.  Taking  tin*  price  that  Mr.  Stults 
had  placed  on  this  land,  and  comparing  it  with 
this  adjoining; place,  the  committee  could  very 
easily  determine  that  the  present  site  was  very 
much  more  available  and  better  for  the  purpose. 
1  hope  that  any  member  of  the  Council  who  is 
not  familiar  with  this  lot  of  land  will  just  take 
the  chart  I  have  and  look  at  it  for  one  moment, 
and  I  think  he  will  be  convinced  that  it  is  for 
the  best  interests  of  the  city  that  this  lot  should 
be  selected. 
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Mr.  Richards— There  is  one  thing  I  would 
like  to  refute  in  the  statement  just  made.  The 
gentleman  made  the  statement  that  Mr.  Stults 
refused  $1.50  for  the  land. 

Mr.  Norton— I  beg  pardon ;  I  didn't  say  re- 
fused.   I  said  that  he  asked  $1.50. 

Mr.  Rtchards— Well,  I  think  that  statement 
is  wrong.  I  think  that  what  Mr.  Stults  has 
written  to  me  will  contradict  that  statement.  I 
received  the  following : 

Some  time,  a  year  ago  last  winter,  Mr.  Potter 
talked  of  building  on  his  lot ;  he  wished  me  to 
give  a  strip  of  land  to  widen  Dunreath  place, 
and  to  have  the  hill  cut  down  so  that  it  would 
be  four  feet  below  the  driveway.  I  did  not  care 
to  have  it  done  ;  preferred  to  have  it  just  as  it  is 
now.  He  said  if  I  would  not  do  that  he  could 
not  build  and  would  have  to  put  his  land  in  a 
broker's  hand*,  and  very  likely  sell  it  at  a  loss. 
In  a  few  davs  I  wrote  him  that  I  would  take 
fifteen  hundred  dollars  ($1500)  for  the  land, 
build  my  own  stone  wall  and  my  own  grading, 
or,  if  he  thought  that  he  would  have  to  lese  on 
his  land,  that  I  would  give  him  just  the  same  as 
he  paid  for  it,  and  5  per  cent  on  the  money 
from  the  time  he  paid  for  it.  I  have  never 
heard  anything  more  from  him  about  it. 

J.  V.  N.  Stults. 

President  Barry  in  the  chair. 

Mi'.  Norton— 1  will  state  that  some  of  the 
committee  called  upon  Mr.  Stults  and  asked 
him  if  he  would  sell  his  land  for  $1.75  a  foot.and 
he  said  he  would.  They  asked  him  if  he 'would 
take  $1.50,  and  he  said  he  would.  They  asked 
him  if  he  would  sell  i  for  any  less  than 
that,  and  he  said  no,  he  would  not.  That 
statement  was  made  direct  to  some  of 
the  committee,  and  they  chose  this  other 
piece  of  land  in  preference  to  that  of  Mr. 
Mr.  Stults,  and  would  have  done  so  even  if  the 
Stults  property  had  been  offered  for  $1.25.  I 
would  like  to  ask  Brother  Richards  if  he  knew 
who  the  starters  of  the  petition  were? 

Mr.  Richards— I  am  perfectly  willing  to 
answer  that.  I  never  saw  any  of  the  petitioners 
until,  I  should  say,  about  four  days  ago.  But  I 
know  about  the  petition  as  it  was  put  into  the 
Roxbury  Club  and  as  it  was  there  signed  by 
most  of  the  leading  men. 

Mr.  Norton— This,  as  I  have  been  informed, 
and  I  think  rightly,  has  been  started  by  a  few 
gentlemen  there  who  have  lots  to  dispose  of.  As 
is  usually  the  case  with  prominent  public  and 
business  men,  if  you  take  a  petition  around  to 
them— especially  to  a  crowd  of  men  enjoying 
themselves  in  a  club— you  can  get  plenty 
of  signers.  A  great  many  gentlemen  there 
late  that  night— I  didn't  get  out  until  after 
11  o'clock— told  me  that  they  had  signed  the  pe- 
titions but  regretted  that  they  had  soon  after 
they  did  so.  It  was  done,  however,  and  that  was 
the  end  of  it.  It  seems  to  me  that  they  must 
have  been  very  much  deceived  in  the  value 
of  land  in  that  neighborhood,  and  that  for 
such  a  lot  as  that  $1.75  is  not  a  very  high  price. 

Mr.  Shaw— When  this  lot  oi  land  was  pre- 
sented to  this  Council  by  the  School  Committee 
I  was  in  favor  of  it.  I  took  the  pains  to  go  out 
there  and  look  at  every  single  lot  that  was  pre- 
sented before  that  committee,  and  as  the  gen- 
tlemen have  well  stated  the  matter  has  been 
before  the  government  for  two  or  three  months. 
Everybody  in  Roxbury  knew  that  the  city  was 
looking  for  land  tor  that  purpose,  and  it  is  very 
singular  to  me  that  these  people  who  have  these 
lots  of  land  to  sell  at  such  a  cheap  price  should 
come  in  here  at  the  very  last  moment  and  pre- 
sent the  offers  to  some  of  the  members  of  the 
government.  They  never  have  been  presented 
to  the  committee,  and  we  never  knew  whether 
those  lots  of  land  were  for  sale  or  not.  or  what 
the  price  would  he.  The  gentleman  in  the  op- 
posite section  has  stated  that  one  member  of  the 
School  Board  was  opposed  to  this  lot,  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  a  noisy  place,  On  the  con- 
trary he  was  opposed  to  this  lot,  because  he 
wanted  another  lot  purchased  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the.  street,  an  inferior  place,  with  a  ledge 
and  back  away  from  the  street.at  the  same  price 
that  this  land  is  offered  for,— $1.75  a  foot,  and  we 
would  have  to  buy  the  whole  of  it,  I  think 
something  like  56,000  feet.  His  real  objection  is 
that  he  wants  to  buy  that  lot.  As  far  as  noise  is 
concerned  in  the  case  of  the  proposed 
site  I  don't  believe  it  would  he  possible 
for  the  scholars  to  hardly  hear  the  car 
bells.    The  horses  usually  come  along  there  on 


a  walk,  and  it. is  almost  impossible  to  hear  the 
bells  in  any~of  the  houses  there.  I  have  stood 
on  the  lot  myself  to  test  the  matter  and  could 
hardly  hear  the  bell.  I  have  consulted  a  good 
many  real-estate  agents  around  there,  and  each 
and  every  one  of  them  agreed  that  that  is  a  very 
desirable  place  for  a  schoolhouse,  and  that  the 
land  is  for  the  price  the  cheapest  land  in  Rox- 
bury. There  are  some  residents  in  that  local- 
ity who  have  told  me  that  they  objected  to  that 
piece  of  land  being  used  for  a  schoolhouse.  I 
asked  the  reason  why,  and  they  said  it  would 
decrease  the  value  of  the  property  No  one 
wants  a  schoolhouse  near  his  property. 

Mr.  Fowler — I  would  say  to  the  gentleman, 
if  he  will  only  give  way,  that  lunch  is  ready. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  shall  be  through  in  a  few  mo- 
ments. As  far  as  the  committee  is  concerned 
they  have  seen  that  lot,  and  they  are  unani- 
mously in  favor  of  it,— with  one  exception,  the 
gentleman  who  wants  land  on  the  other  side, 
and  that  is  the  chairman  of  the  board,  Mr.  Cha- 
pin.  He  puts  his  opposition  on  the  ground  of 
noise,  but  the  real  reason  is  that  he  wants  the 
piece  on  the  other  side  purchased.  The  other 
people  who  have  started  the  petition,  have  no 
other  object  in  view  than  that  the  city  shall 
purchase  another  particular  lot  of  land  they 
have  in  view.  Anybody  can  start  a  petition  a 
mile  long  if  he  wants  to,  All  these  other  lots  have 
never  before  been  presented  to  us  for  sale,  and 
we  have  not  had  the  opportunity  to  examine 
them  until  this  last  moment.  They  all  come  in 
in  a  heap  and  are  thrown  into  the  government 
in  order  to  defeat  this  very  scheme.  I  have 
looked  at  the  Stults  property  that  the  last  gen- 
tleman has  referred  to.  It  is  situated  on  a  ledge 
some  26  feet  high,  of  solid  rock,  and  every  piece 
of  that  ledge  would  have  to  be  blasted  in  order 
to  get  the  ground  down  to  a  proper  level  to  build 
the  schoolhouse  on,  and  it  would  cost  more  than 
$2  a  foot — I  believe,  $2  25— before  you  could  get 
it  down  to  the  proper  level.  I  see  no  objection 
to  buying  the  lot  recommended.  It  is  the  rec- 
ommendation of  the  committee.  Mr.  Dewey  is 
not  here,  but  he  lives  in  that  district,  and  has 
lived  there  for  many  years,  and  he  knows  the 
wants  of  the  people  around  there,  and  he  has 
stated  that  all  the  people  in  that  vicinity  are 
very  well  pleased  at  ti  e  idea  of  having  the  school- 
house  placed  im  that  property.  It  was  the  unani- 
mous vote  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  there 
are  some  good  men  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
who  are  just  as  careful  about  spending  the 
city's  money  as  are  the  members  of  this  Coun- 
cil. Each  one  of  them  had  looked  into  the  mat- 
ter carefully,  and  they  knew  what  they  were 
doing  when  they  voted.  It  is  the  unanimous 
choice,  with  one  exception,  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee—comprising 24  men— and  I  think  their 
views  should  have  as  much  weight  in  this 
Council  as  those  of  some  men  in  this  Council 
who  are  simply  trying  to  defeat  the  order  be- 
cause there  are  some  other  men  who  have 
something  back  of  this. 

Mr.  Foss— As  the  lunch  is  now  ready  and 
everybody  is  anxious  to  retire,  I  move  that  the 
Council  take  a  recess  of  twenty  minutes. 

The  Council  voted  at  11.30  to  take  a  recess  of 
twentv  minutes. 

Business  was  resumed  at  11.56  P.M. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order. 

Mr.  Sanger— 1  suppose  it  is  of  no  use  for  any 
of  us  who  are  opposed  to  the  passage  of  the  or- 
der providing  for  the  purchase  of  this  site  to 
make  any  extended  argument  at  this  time,  for, 
when  the  roll-call  is  taken,  it  certainly  looks  as 
if  the  order  would  have  a  decided  majority  in 
its  favor.  It  seems  to  me  very  unfortunate  that 
political  consideration  should  so  largely  enter 
into  the  judgment  of|  the  Council  in  this  mat- 
ter. There  are  strenuous  objections  to  this  site, 
which  have  been  stated  and  stated  with  great 
force,  it  seems  to  me,  by  the  gentlemen  from 
Ward  Hand  other  speakers.  To  my  mind  the 
most  serious  objection  is  that  the  site  is  not 
large  enough.  The  lot  contains  26,082  square 
feet,  if  my  memory  serves  me  right.  When  we 
were  considering  the  purchase  of  the  South  Bos- 
ton schoolhouse  site,  we  said  at  that  time  that 
we  should  have  at  least  35.000  square  feet  of 
land  for  a  grammar  schoolhouse,  to  provide 
suitable  yard  accommodations.  Here  we  have 
26,000  feet,  and  a  number  of  the  grammar 
sclioolhouse  buildings  of  the  present  day  cover 
nearly  26,000  square  feet.  So  that  if  a  building 
should  be  built  on  this  site,  suitable  not  only  for 
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the  needs  of  a  high  school  in  Roxbury  at  the 
present  day  but  for  years  to  come,  it  seems  to  me 
that  while  we  have  the  opportunity  to  purchase 
some  one  of  the  other  lots  suggested  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  11,  at  a  much  less  price  than 
this  can  be  purchased  for— I  have  in  mind  par- 
ticularly the  Bradford  lot  which  Mr.  Richards 
spoke  of,  containing  55,000  square  feet,  the  as- 
sessed value  of  which  is  $21,000,  and  which  can 
be  had  for  $20.000— that  we  should  do  so,  thereby 
making  a  saving  of  $26,000  in  the  purchase  of 
the  site;  That  site  is  on  Walnut  avenue,  which 
we  all  know  is  today  to  a  certain  extent  a 
thoroughfare,  and  is  near  Humboldt  avenue. 
There  will  be  a  line  of  horse  cars  on  Walnut 
avenue  in  the  near  future.  It  seems  to  me  that 
that  site,  if  it  can  be  purchased  for  $20,000,  is,  by 
all  odds,  the  site  that  should  be  purchased'  i or 
the  erection  of  the  high  school.  It  seems 
to  me  in  that  direction  to  be  a  quiet 
locality,  where  we  should  prefer  to  have 
our  schoolhouse,  rather  than  to  have  it  on 
Warren  street,  which  is  the  most  rapidly 
growing  of  any  sectiou  in  that  part  of  the  city. 
That  is  to  say,  by  going  to  Walnut  avenue  we 
get  nearer  to  West  Roxbury  and  get  nearer  to 
Dorchester,  and  we  are  no  farther  off,  if  the 
Bradford  site  were  purchased,  from  the  present 
high  school  in  Roxbury  than  if  the  site  on  War- 
ren street  were  selected.  Then,  again,  the  ob- 
jection on  the  part  of  residents  of  Ward  22  and 
the  other  end  of  Roxbury  toour  going  on  to  War- 
ren street  is  yen-  strong,  whereas  a  high  school 
erected  on  Walnut  avenue  will  answer  the  wants 
of  W>-st  Roxbury  and  Dorchester,  and  that  part 
of  Roxbury  in  the  vicinity  of  Walnut  street  and 
AVarren  avenue,  which  is,  as  I  say,  very  rapidly 
growing  today.  I  feel,  therefore,  that  while  it  is 
useless  to  make  any  further  extended  remarks, 
that  it  is  mv  dutv  to  enter  niv  protest  against 
the  purchase  of  this  site,  and  to  move  that  the 
matter  be  recommitted  to  the  committee,  to 
give  them  an  opportunity  to  purchase  a  site 
which  can  be  bought  for  much  less  money  than 
the  site  on  Warren  street.  As  was  said  at  the 
last  meeting,  this  site  calls  for  an  expenditure 
of  $46,623.50.  The  total  appropriation  for  the 
building  is  $90,000.  That  leaves  forty-three  odd 
thousand  dollars  for  the  building,  which  we  all 
know  cannot  be  built  for  less  than  $75,000,  mak 
ing  it  necessary  to  come  to  the  city  government 
again  this  year  and  ask  for  an  additional  appro- 
priation for  the  building.  That  appropriation 
can  perhaps  he  met  out  of  the  amount  that  we 
are  to  get  the  benefit  of  by  the  exemption  on 
the  part  of  the  Legislature  of  the  county  tax. 
But  that  is  an  uncertainty.  I  am  informed  that 
the  principal  of  the  High  School  in  Roxbury 
favors  this  lot  today  because  he  desires  new 
quarters  for  the  school,  and  the  School  Commit- 
tee are  in  favor  of  it,  and  we  are  all  willing  to 
admit  that  if  any  substantial  opposition  was 
raised  the  school  would  not  have  the  new  quar- 
ters it  needs  possibly  for  a  long  time.  But 
it  seems  to  me  that  he  would  be  equally 
in  a  dilemma  if  $16,000  is  paid  for  the  site,  as 
there  wouldn't  be  enough  left  to  contract  for  a 
building  with,  and  be  will  have  towaitagood 
deal  longer  before  the  new  high  school  in  Rox- 
bury is  completed. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  reference 
back  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Whttmore— The  considerations  the  gen- 
tlemen have  just  made  have  made  it  clear  to  my 
mind  that  the  best  thing  I  can  do  is  to  vote  for 
the  measure  now,  and,  sir,  my  reasons  will  prob- 
ably astonish  him.  If  the  matter  came  up  for 
the  first  time  I  should  vote  against  this  site  or 
any  other  site,  because,  instead  of  agreeing  with 
him,  that  the  Roxbury  wards  are  entitled  to 
new  high  school  quarters,  I  say  that  good  faith 
to  the  taxpayers  of  Boston  requires  that  we 
should  abolish  the  Roxbury  High  school.  The 
city  of  Boston  a  number  of  years  ago,  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  School  Committee,  and  in  accord- 
ance with  a  definite  and  clear  plan,  went  to 
enormous  expense  to  build  a  splendid  high 
school,  which  now  stands  in  this  city,  a  monu- 
ment to  the  folly  of  the  governing  board- 
namely,  the  School  Committee  of  this  city.  It 
was  said  then  in  regard  to  these  other  local 
high  schoolbouscsthat  they  should  he  closed  up 
as  fast  as  possible,  and  now,  sir,  the  fact 
remains  that  the  city  of  Boston,  owing 
to  the  foolish  local  prejudices  which  have  of 
late  years  prevailed  not  only  in  this  Council, 
but  elsewhere,  the  city  of  Boston  is  now  main- 
taining at  an  enormous    expense   a   splendid 


building  for  a  high  school  in  the  city,  which  it 
hasn't  yet  filled,  and  some  people  come  in  here 
now  and  want  us  to  increase  the  expenditures 
of  the  city  by  carrying  on  these  little  local 
high  schools.  I  say  again,  sir,  if  the  matter 
came  before  me  for  the  first  time,  and  if  my  vote 
at  this  time  would  be  of  the  slightest  effect,  I 
would  vote  to  reject  this  project  in  toto,  and  tell 
the  School  Committee  what  ought  to  have  been 
told  them  long  ago,  to  abandon  this  school  and 
send  the  scholars  down  to  this  beautiful  school- 
house  provided  for  them.  That  is  the  position  I 
have  taken  before,  and  I  urge  it  again  today. 
Now  the  gentleman  says  if  we  spend  $46,000  for 
the  land  there  will  not  be  enough  left  to  put  un 
a  fine  building.  Then  we  are  so  much  in.  I 
wish  to  say  that  even  if  there  wasn't  $20,000  left, 
to  build  the  school,  that  the  committee  should 
he  held  strictly  to  the  appropriation.  I  will 
never  vote  a  single  cent  in  addition  to  what  they 
have  now.  If  this  lot  of  land  is  taken  and  it  is 
not  suitable  for  school  purposes  it  may  be  used 
for  some  other  purpose.  We  will  need  public 
buildings  there,  and  this  is  in  all  respects  a  de- 
sirable purchase  for  the  city  to  make.  I  shall 
vote  for  it  for  that  reason.  But,  sir,  I 
hope  that  the  committee  will  be  strict- 
ly confined  to  the  original  appropria- 
tion. Instead  of  regretting  that  so  much 
is  to  be  paid  for  the  land,  I  only  regret  that  it 
doesn't  cost  three  fourths  of  the  amount.  After 
we  have  voted  for  the  purchase  of  the  land,  I 
would  gladly  vote  with  any  other  gentleman  to 
transfer  the  remainder  to  any  other  purpose, 
unless  the  School  Committee  propose  to  keep 
within  the  appropriation.  I  say  let  us  stop  this 
farce  of  putting  up  local  schools  at  tremendous 
cost  and  leaving  the  splendid  High  school  we 
have  on  our  hands. 

Mr.  Leary— I  suppose  it  is  my  position,  or  has 
been  my  position,  on  all  occasions,  to  defend 
the  action  of  the  Committee  on  Schools  and 
Schoolhouses.  I  would  endorse  what  has  been 
said  in  defence  of  the  action  of  the  committee, 
particularly  what  was  said  by  Mr.  Norton, 
that  we  have  selected  the  best  site  for  the  pur- 
pose in  Roxbury,  and  we  also  selected,  all  things 
considered,  the  cheapest  site.  Now,  there  is 
only  one  matter  I  propose  to  speak  on  at  this 
time.  I  would  not  be  at  all  long-winded  in  this 
matter,  even  if  I  could.  I  would  speak  in  re- 
gard to  what  Mr.  Morton  said,  as  to  the  noise  in 
that  vicinity.  That  matter  was  talked  over  when 
we  were  out  there.  I  would  say  that  the  entire 
committee  were  of  the  opinion  that  it  was  hard 
to  tell  but  that  the  street  was  macadamized, 
there  was  so  little  noise  on  the  street.  Another 
thing  I  will  allude  to  here  is  the  fact  that  we 
went  out  in  the  first  place  to  the  Roxbury  High 
School,  and  had  Mr.  Clay,  the  head  master  of 
the  Roxbury  High  school,  with  the  committee. 
When  Mr.  Clay  arrived  at  this  site  he  very  free- 
ly expressed  his  opinion  that  this  was  the  very 
best  site  that  we  could  possibly  recommend. 
Now  if  Mr.  Clay  did  not  know  what  he  wras  do- 
ing, it  is  no  fault  of  the  committee's.  He  is  the 
master  of  the  Roxburv  High  school,  and  he  said 
this  was  a  splendid  site.  He  thought  the  price 
would  be  even  above  the  present  figures,  be- 
cause he  said  at  that  time  that  he  didn't  think 
we  would  get  it  at  less  than  $2  a  foot.  So  far  as 
noise  is  concerned,  I  have  already  stated  the 
opinion  the  committee;  arrived  at,  both  by  ex- 
periment and  from  inquiry.  I  think  this  matter 
has  been  discussed  tonight  as  fully  as  it  can  be, 
and  I  think  nothing  can  be  added.  For  that 
reason  I  don't  know  but  what  I  move  the  pre- 
vious question— I  will  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  Leary — If  there  is  any  desire  for  further 
discussion,  I  will  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  Blume— I  will  not  weary  the  Council  with 
any  extended  remarks,  but  I  will  say  in  the  first 
place,  that  of  all  the  inconsistent  positions  I 
have  ever  known  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
to  occupy,  that  to  which  we  listened  a  few  mo- 
ments ago  was  the  most  remarkable.  I  cer- 
tainly agree  most  heartily  with  him  in  the  first 
part  of  his  utterances.  I  think  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, through  its  duly  constituted  school  offi- 
cials, has  acted  very  unwisely.  Some  years  ago 
they  built  a  monument  to  their  folly  in  the 
shape  of  a  schoolhouse  which  cost  the  city  a 
quarter  of  a  million  dollars.  This  extravagance 
in  the  construction  of  schoolhouses  in  the  city 
of  Boston  is  perfectly  outrageous.    We  may  well 
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boast  of  our  magnificent  schoolhouses,  but  there 
is  a  limit  beyond  which  we  ought  not  to  go. 
The  gentleman  states  that  if  he  had  it  in  his 
power  he  would  vote  the  balance  of  this  appro- 
priation of  $00,000  appropriated  for  the  school- 
house  for  other  purposes.  Of  greater  incon- 
sistency and  impropriety  than  such  a  move  I  can 
hardly  conceive.  Buy  a  piece  of  land  for  nearly 
$47,000  and  let  it  lie  idle  until  somebody  was 
punished.  That  is  the  attitude  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12.  That  has  nothing  really  to 
do  with  the  question  before  the  house.  I  object 
to  the  purchase  of  the  schoolhouse  lot  proposed 
on  two  grounds.  One  of  them  is  that  it  is  not 
worth  the  amount  that  is  proposed  to  be  paid 
for  it  The  second  is  that  it  is  a  decidedly  unfit 
location  for  a  schoolhouse.  I  am  perfectly 
familiar  with  the  locality  and  have  been  for 
many  years.  As  I  said  two  weeks  ago  tonight, 
I  know  every  foot  of  land  within  a  mile  of  it ; 
and  I  might  also  add,  parenthetically,  here,  that 
I  do  not  own  any  land  out  there  in  that  neigh- 
borhood, and  have  not  a  cent's  worth  of  inter- 
est in  any  land  whatever ;  and  I  may  say,  as  I 
have  already  said,  in  regard  to  other  sites  that 
have  come  up,  that  I  am  an  entirely  disinteres- 
ted person.  I  am  neither  lawyer,  solicitor,  nor 
friend  of  anybody  who  wants  to  sell  any  other 
lot,  any  more  than  I  was  in  the  South  Boston 
case.  Now,  in  the.first  place,  I  wish  to  comment 
briefly  upon  the  action  of  the  School  Committee 
or  the  Committee  on  Schools  and  Schoolhouses. 
One  gentleman  has  stated  that  it  was  publicly 
known  far  and  near  that  they  were  looking  for 
a  schoolhouse  site.  I  am  amazed  at  the  state- 
ment. A  number  of  people  have  in  my  judg- 
ment eligible  lots  for  a  schoolhouse  who  have 
never  heard  of  tliis  matter  until  th  e  debate  in  the 
Common  Council  two  .weeks  ago,  or  in  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  a  few  days  before  that. 
How  is  it  that  people  who  have  lots  of  land 
never  hear  of  such  matters  until  some  fa- 
vorable spot  comes  up  here  and  is  undertaken 
to  be  bulled  through,  and  some  one  raises  an 
objection  and  then  it  goes  over  for  one  week. 
Then  these  people  with  their  eligible  lots  for 
the  first  time  hear  of  it.  It  is  a  little  extraor- 
dinary that  these  industrious  gentlemen  are  so 
hard  to  find.  The  Stults  lot  they  disregarded 
because  in  was  on  a  narrow  street  just  beyond 
the  present  lot,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  they 
never  heard  of  the  Bradford  lot  or  the  Dunbar 
lot  or  the  Brewster  lot.  And  it  is  remarkable 
that  these  people  all  agree  to  sell  land  at  a 
lower  figure,  and  one  of  them  at  a  few  dollars 
less,  than  the  assessed  value  of  the  property ; 
and  they  are  eligible  sites,  every  one  of  them. 
The  whole  business  of  the  purchase  of  sites  for 
schoolhouses  is  wrong,  as  I  have  told  you  many 
times  before.  If  the  city  of  Boston  should  go  to 
work  the  same  as  any  other  corporation  or  in- 
dividual and  advertise  for  what  they  wanted 
they  would  save  tens  of  thousands  of  dol- 
lars every  year;  but  that  is  not  the  way 
the  city  of  Boston  does  through  its  Board 
of  Aldermen  and  Common  Council.  Now  we 
have  heard  all  about  the  value  of  this  property. 
One  of  the  corner  lots  is  assessed  for  90  cents  a 
foot  and  the  rear  at  69  cents  a  foot ;  and  one 
favored  corner  of  5000  square  feet,  owned  by  the 
Park  Commissioner",  Hon.  Patrick  Maguire,  is 
assessed  at  $1  per  foot— perhaps  the  choicest 
piece.  The  choicest  piece  out  of  this  whole  lot 
of  land,  26,018  feet,  is  assessed  for  $1  afoot.  Now 
90  cents  for  the  front  lot  is  about  one-half  of 
what  you  propose  to  pay  for  it.  Of  course,  as  I 
said  two  weeks  ago,  you  are  having  this  given 
to  you  with  a  chromo  thrown  in  in  comparison 
to  what  was  paid  for  the  South  Boston  lot.  You 
only  paid  for  the  South  Boston  lot  five  times  its 
assessed  value,  and  here  you  are  only  going  to 
pay  about  twice  as  much,  and  that  of  course  is  a 
great  come-down.  Gentlemen,  I  tell  you  that 
the  price  is  too  great.  You  are  too  extravagant. 
You  can  go  within  a  gunshot  of  this  lot  and  buy 
what  I  think  in  any  candid  man's  judgment 
would  be  a  preferable  lot  for  a  schoolhouse 
for  7  cents  a  foot.  This  is  a  solid  ledge 
four  or  five  feet  above  the  level  of  the  street, 
and  you  have  got  to  spend  thousands  of 
dollars  there,  if  the  gentlemen  whose  state- 
ments have  been  presented  here  are  correct  in 
their  views.  You  are  buying  a  solid  ledge  here 
four  or  five  feet  above  the  level  of  Warren 
street— every  inch  of  it— and  I  do  not  know  but 
what  it  is  six  feet  in  some  places,  and  by  the 
time  you  get  that  levelled  down  so  as  to  get 
your  foundation  for  the  schoolhouse,  and  have 


to  nay  for  blasting  and  all  expenses  of  that  kind, 
you  will  find  that  the  land  will  cost  you  a  great 
deal  more  than  $1.75  a  foot.  Now  in  regard  to 
the  eligibility  of  this  lot  I  desire  to  say  a  few 
words,  and  in  regard  to  the  matter  of  noise  being 
objectionable  to  this  schoolhouse.  I  addressed 
a  letter  to  the  master  of  the  Dudley  school  in  re- 
gard to  this  matter.  Many  of  the  gentlemen  of 
the  Council  are  familiar  with  its  locality,  ap- 
proaching the  Norfolk  House.  The  horse  cars 
pass  the  Dudley  school,  of  which  L.  M.  Chase  is 
master,  the  horse  cars  going  down  oh  one  side 
and  passing  down  Eliot  square  on  the  other 
side,  the  Roxbury  side.  Many  gentlemen  of  the 
Council  are  familiar  with  the  locality.  I  ad- 
dressed a  letter  asking  him  on  one  point,  as  to 
whether  or  not  the  noise  of  passing  cars  and 
teams  in  the  locality  in  which  it  is  proposed  to 
erect  this  schoolhouse  would  be  any  objection 
to  it,  not  knowing  what  his  ideas  were,  whether 
they  were  for  it  or  not.  I  will  read  to  you  his 
letter : 
Andreas  Blume,  Esq. 

My  dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  your  favor  of  the  16th 
inst.,  asking  my  opinion  as  to  the  fitness  of  the 
proposed  location  for  the  high  school  on  War- 
ren street,  I  have  the  honor  to  reply :  I  consider 
it  a  most  objectionable  location  on  account  of 
the  constant  interruption  by  passing  horse  cars 
and  heavy  teams. 

The  Dudley  has  a  single  track  in  front  and  the 
cars  pass  but  one  way,  but  the  studies  of  the 
pupils  are  constantly  interrupted  by  the  noise 
and  the  recitations  frequently  stopped  because 
the  voices  of  both  teachers  and  pupils  cannot  he 
heard.  On  Warren  street,  with  a  deuble  track, 
cars  passing  both  ways  operated  by  rival  com- 
panies, the  disturbance  must  be  far  greater,  and 
if  the  house  is  as  near  the  strret  as  the  Dudley 
the  front  rooms  will  be  practically  unfit  for 
school  purposes. 

I  believe  that  a  far  better  site  than  that  pro- 
posed for  school  purposes  can  be  purchased  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  for  from  30  per  cent  to 
50  per  cent  less  money. 

In  haste,  I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Faithfully  yours, 

L.  M.  Chase. 

Dudley  School,  May  19,  1887. 

Dear  Sir, — At  my  request  the  teachers  in  the 
first  and  second  stories  of  the  Dudley  have 
stated  how  their  rooms  are  affected  by  passing 
cars.  I  inclose  these  statements  and  request 
you  to  return  both  my  letter  and  these  state- 
ments after  using.  Faithfully, 

5, 19, 1887.  L.  M.  Chase. 

Mr.  Leary— Mi-.  President,  I  would  ask  if  this 
gentleman  has  not  an  interest  in  a  site. 

Mr.  Blume — I  have  no  interest  in  this  matter 
myself,  except  the  single  one  of  inquirer.  In 
order  to  get  at  information  in  regard  to  the  mat- 
ter I  have  obtained  letters  from  teachers  in  the 
Dudley  school  which  are  very  brief,  and  I  will 
read  them: 

Horse  cars  frequently  passing  in  front  of  the 
schoolhouse  interrupt  and  distract  lessons;  they 
irritate  nervous  pupils,  and  cause  headache. 
Boys  whose  voices  are  changing  (the  case  with 
many  in  the  first  class)  run  the  risk  of  straining 
them  by  forced  tones,  necessary  to  drown  noise. 
The  only  way,  often,  to  avoid  this  is  to  stop 
work  entirely  until  the  cars  have  passed.  The 
teacher  is  exhausted  from  two  causes;  extra 
nervous  energy  is  required  to  keep  up  the  tone 
and  interest  of  the  class,  and  an  additional 
effort  must  be  made  to  talk  loud  enough  to  be 
heard,  an  effort  all  the  more  wearisome,  as  the 
teacher's  voice  is  in  almost  constant  use. 

Susan  C.  Lougee. 

Mr.  Chase,— The  noise  from  passing  cars  and 
heavy  teams  on  Dudley  street,  is  at  all  times 
unpleasant,  but  often  very  annoying.  So  much 
so,  that  I  am  compelled  to  close  my  windows 
even  when  the  weather  is  very  warm ;  other- 
wise, recitations  could  not  continue. 

May,  1887.  M.  H.  Cashman. 

The  horse  cars  disturb  my  scholars  greatly. 
They  not  only  distract  attention  from  work,  but 
in  giving  oral  instruction  I  lose  some  time  every 
day  waiting  for  the  noise  to  pass.  This  is  espe- 
cially the  case  in  warm  weather,  when  we  have 
our  windows  open.  A.  S.  Hapgood. 

Dudley  School,  May  19,  87. 

The  passing  of  the  horse  cars  so  near  my  room 
is  a  source  of  great  annoyance  to  me.  I  am 
obliged  to  keep  my  windows  closed  even  in  very 
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warm  weather,  on  account  of  the  noise.    The 
dust  also,  caused  by  them,  is  very  troublesome. 

M.  E.  Wood. 

When  the  weather  is  warm  enough  to  keep 
the  windows  open,  the  noise  of  the  cars  passing 
is  quite  disturbing,  causing  much  repetition  of 
questions  and  answers.  H.  C.  Mills, 

Room  10.    May  19,  1887. 

Whenever  the  weather  permits,  my  windows 
are  opened,  then  the  sound  of  every  passing- 
team  or  car  comes  into  my  room ;  in  order  to  be 
heard,  the  voices  of  teacher  and  pupils  must  be 
pitched  higher,  and  the  results  are  that  nearly 
every  night  my  throat  is  completely  tired  out, 
a  harsh,  unsympathetic  tone  of  voice  has  been 
used,  common  noises  of  the  room  are  not  heard, 
and  unnecessary  ones  follow.  Passing  cars  di- 
vide the  attention  of  the  boys,  and  many  times 
a  day  all  oral"  work  is  suspended  on  their  ac- 
count. A.  L.  Rafter, 

Room  6,  Dudley  School. 

There  are  two  or  three  more,  but  they  are  all 
of  the  same  tenor,  and  those  will  suffice. 

That  is  the  testimony  of  these  teachers,  who 
certainly  have  no  land  to  sell,  and  have  no  in- 
terest except  in  merely  stating  the  facts.  We 
all  know  how  distracting  noises  are  when  we 
are  attempting  to  do  any  mental  work.  School 
teaching  is  of  that  nature,  as  I  presume  you 
all  know.  Several  gentlemen  have  come  to  my 
office  and  taken  my  time  sometimes  almost 
against  my  will,  to  present  statements  in  regard 
to  lots  which  they  wished  to  submit  to  the  city 
for  purchase.  I  am  sure  they  would  not  have 
troubled  me  if  the  Committee  on  Schools  and 
Schoolhouses  had  sought  them  out.  They  never 
knew  that  a  schoolhouse  site  out  there  was  being 
sought. 

Mr.  Leary— I  would  ask  the  gentleman  if 
these  people  that  he  refers  to  live  in  the  city  of 
Boston'? 

Mr.  Blume— These  people  are  tax-payers  in 
Roxbury. 

Mr.  Leary  -They  are  not  very  wide  awake, 
then,  that  is  certain.  We  passed  an  appropria- 
tion for  this  very  schoolhouse  lot,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  this  lot  and  the  erection  of  this  school- 
house,  a  year  ago. 

Mr.  Blume— Now  when  the  gentleman,  who 
is  not  in  his  seat  at  this  moment,  talks  slight- 
ingly of  the  gentlemen  who  signed  the  remon- 
strance, I  would  remind  him  that  he  will  run 
against  a  snag  some  fine  day ;  I  think  they  will 
sit  on  him  at  the  next  election.  When  he  makes 
light  of  the  remonstrances  read  by  my  colleague 
from  Ward  11  he  is  running  against  the  most 
prominent,  reputable,  wealthy  people  of  the 
Roxbury  district,  who  have  interests  at  stake 
more  than  ordinary  men.  And  when  he  tells  us 
without  naming  anybody,  that  several  gentle- 
men out  of  a  great  number  have  desired  to  with- 
draw their  names,  which  they  said  were  placed 
to  the  paper  under  a  misapprehension  of  what 
they  were  signing,  I  have  grave  doubts  as  to  the 
accuracy  of  the  statement.  The  parties  who 
have  signed  that  petition  are  not  men  of  that 
character.  They  are  not  men  who  are  going  to 
sign  papers  promiscuously  on  a  matter  of  public 
import.  So  let  the  gentleman  beware  how  he 
slurs  these  remonstrants.  Of  course  I  know, 
in  Hie  language  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  7,  that  my  labors  are  like  those  of 
Sisyphus,  who  had  to  roll  a  stone  up  a  high  hill, 
and  when  it  got  near  the  summit  it' rolled  down 
again  to  the  bottom,  and  he  had  to  renew  his 
efforts.  There  is  no  hope  of  anything  I  oppose 
being  successfully  opposed,  or  of  anything  that 
I  favor  being  successfully  carried  through.  I 
know  that.  I  am  leading  always  the  forlorn 
hope,  but  I  do  not  do  it  because  I  am  in  love 
with  my  voice,  as  I  sometimes  think  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  7  is.  I  do  not  think  1  should 
ever  meet  the  fate  that  I  fear  sometime  may  be- 
fall him,  of  dying  on  account  of  kissing  my 
shadow  in  a  brook,  like  Narcissus.  [Laughter.] 
But  I  stand  here  to  speak  my  honest  convic- 
tions on  all  these  questions,  sometimes  on  tri- 
lling matters,  and  more  generally  on  matters  of 
great  magnitude.  1  consider  that  this  is  more 
than  ordinarily  a  matter  of  importance.  This 
schoolhouse  site  should  not  be  located  where  it 
is  proposed  to  be  located,  and  I  have  personally 
heard  it  stated— I  certainly  bear  the  gentleman 
no  ill-will,  as  he  and  I  are  the  best  of  friends— 
but  I  am  constrained  to  allude  a  little  to 
a  personal  matter— that  this  thing  would 
never  have  been  introduced  into  this  chamber 


with  any  chance  of  going  through,  if  it  had  not 
been — Heaven  save  the  mark ! — because  the  Hon- 
orable Patrick  Maguire  owns  a  part  of  the  lot.  I 
think  that  is  a  slander  on  the  man.  I  don't 
believe  it;  I  don't  believe  the  gentlemen  of  the 
Council  are  going  to  vote  for  that  schoolhouse 
site  because  the  Hon.  Patrick  Maguire  owns 
5000  feet  of  the  20,000  which  are  proposed  to  be 
purcli  sed.  But  I  have  it  from  a  credible  source 
that,  because  he  wishes  this  schoolhouse  lot 
purchased,  some  gentlemen  in  this  chamber, 
whose  voices  have  been  heard  here  tonight,  are 
going  to  vote  for  it.  They  are  afraid  that  the 
Hon.  Patrick  Maguire  will  sit  on  the  whole 
project,  and  they  will  get  no  school  at  all  if  they 
do  not  vote  for  this.  I  say  that  it  is  a  very  grave 
accusation  to  make  against  any  man.  I  do  not 
believe  it  is  true.  I  am  not  inimical  to  his 
interests,  and  I  may  be  allowed  perhaps  to  in- 
dulge in  a  little  personality  in  saying  that  per- 
haps I  was  the  one  who  cast  the  deciding  vote 
making  him  one  of  the  Park  Commissioners.  I 
make  no  boast.  I  only  allude  to  it.  I  am  not 
unfriendly  to  him.  If  he  has  any  land,  and  is 
so  fortunate  as  to  have  it  where  the  city  of 
Boston  wants  it,  I  congratulate  him;  I 
wish  I  had  the  same.  I  do  not  think,  of 
course,  that  I  will  ever  be  fortunate  enough 
to  have  any,  but  I  wish  I  had,  and  that  it 
fell  to  my  good  lot  some  day  to  have  the 
city  of  Boston  want  to  buy  land.  1  should  he  a 
rich  man  in  a  little  while.  But  I  do  not  believe 
that  the  gentlemen  here  are  going  to  be  craven 
enough  to  vote  for  a  schoolhouse  lot  because 
Mr.  Maguire  owns  a  part  of  these  26,000  feet.  I 
do  not  take  any  stock  in  that  statement.  And 
yet  that  has  been  cast  abroad  as  a  reason  why 
this  schoolhouse  site  is  going  through.  I  would 
be  ashamed  to  have  any  man  in  this  Council 
animated  by  such  a  motive— that  because  any- 
body says  to  them,  "If  you  don't  buy  this  lot, 
down  goes  your  schoolhouse,"  they  will  vote 
against  it.  1  hope,  gentlemen,  you  will  act  ac- 
cording to  your  honest  convictions.  I  believe 
the  School  Committee  should  have  been  more 
diligent  and  sought  out  more  opportunities. 
Why,  gentlemen,  there  are  acres  of  vacant  land 
all  about  there— acres,  I  was  going  to  say,  by  the 
hundred,  within  a  rifle-shot  of  this  noisy  locality. 
This  is  a  beautiful  piece  of  land,  I  will  admit. 
There  is  not  a  handsomer  lot  in  Roxbury;  but  it 
is  not  fit  for  a  schoolhouse.  And  within  a  rifle- 
shot you  can  find  acres  of  land  which  you  can 
pick  up  at  random  at  much  less  than  the  price 
which  you  have  to  pay  for  this,  and  which  will 
be  more  eligible  and  far  preferable  for  the  pur- 
pose. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  will  grant  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  11  who  has  spoken  on  this 
matter  has  a  right  to  his  convictions,  but  he 
should  also  show  some  respect  and  courtesy  to 
gentlemen  opposed  to  him,  and  who  also  speak 
according  to  their  convictions.  I  will  also  state 
at  this  time,  since  he  has  referred  to  the  Hon. 
Patrick  Maguire,  that  I,  at  the  time  I  first  fav- 
ored the  lot,  did  not  believe  that  the  Hon.  Pat- 
rick Maguire  had  any  interest  in  the  matter  at 
all.  Therefore,  I  cannot  be  accused  in  whatever 
action  1  may  take  as  being  influenced  by  the 
fact  that  any  of  this  land  belongs  to  Patrick  Ma- 
guire. I  would  say  that  there  was  a  time  in 
Roxburv  when  people  thought  more  of  the  ac- 
commodation of  their  children  in  the  public 
schools  than  they  did  of  their  own  public  inter- 
est. It  has  been  stated  here  that  a  member  of 
the  Roxbury  Club  has  circulated  a  petition  in 
regard  to  this  matter,  because  ho  himself  was 
desirous  of  selling  a  site  to  the  city.  Pardon 
me  at  this  time  if  I  refer  to  something 
in  the  history  of  Roxbury  in  times  when 
there  were  men  not  like  those  of  the  Rox- 
bury Club,  but  men  as  honorable  as  any  men  on 
the  petition  presented  before  you.  There  was 
one  man  whom  I  think  of  at  this  time  who  was 
very  much  interested  in  the  history  of  Roxbury, 
and  whose  name  is  widely  known  all  over  our 
country  today.  The  man  I  refer  to  was  the 
apostle  of  the  Indians,  John  Eliot.  I  will  say 
in  connection  with  the  history  of  Roxbury  in 
this  respect,  what  Cotton  Mather  says  in  his 
Magnalia: 

"God  so  bless  his  endeavors  that  Roxbury 
would  not  live  quietly  without  a  free  school  in 
the  town,  and  the  issue  of  it  has  been  one  thing 
that  has  almost  made  me  put  the  title  of  schola 
illustris  upon  that  little  nursery ;  that  is  that 
Roxbury  has  afforded  more  scholars,  first  for 
the  college  then  for  the  public,  than    any  other 
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town  of  its  bigness,  or,  if  I  mistake  not,  of  twice 
its  bigness  in  New  England." 

I  refer  to  this  fact  because  the  members  of  the 
Roxbury  District  come  in  here  as  a  body,  not 
for  the  purpose  of  buying  the  land  of  any  par- 
ticular party  who  desires  to  speculate  on  it,  not 
because  they  consider  the  value  of  the  land  in 
question  so  much,  but  because  they  take  into 
consideration  the  accommodation  of  the  boys 
and  girls  and  the  young  ladies  and  gentlemen 
of  the  Roxbury  District,  who  for  many  years 
have  not  had  the  accommodation  they  should 
have.  The  Roxbury  members  of  the  Council, 
most  of  us,  differ  with  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12,  for  whom  I  have  the  greatest  respect. 
When  he  says  that  the  school  should  be  abol- 
ished, he  says  something  that  every  man,  wo- 
man and  child  in  Roxbury  would  protest 
against.  They  have  the  history  of  their  schools 
to  look  back  to  with  pride ;  and  I  will  say,  for 
one,  that,  as  a  graduate  of  that  school,  I  will 
always  oppose,  as  a  member  of  this  body  or 
an  individual  citizen,  any  action  tending  to 
abolish  the  Roxbury  High  School  on  the 
part  of  the  city  of  Boston.  I  will  also  say  to 
the  geutleman  from  Ward  12  that  the  Boston 
High  School,  especially  the  Girls'  High  School, 
is  now  so  overcrowded  that  the  master  says  it 
is  impossible  for  him  to  admit  any  more  schol- 
ars, and  if  he  is  obliged  to  take  them  more  ac- 
commodations will  have  to  be  provided  in  the 
girls'  school,  which  is  now  on  Newton  street. 
Therefore  you  will  see  there  is  a  necessity  for  a 
high  school  in  Roxbury,  and  that  the  Roxbury 
people  desire  it ;  and  if  this  Council  intend  to 
vote  in  favcr  of  a  school  in  that  district,  the 
only  question  is,  AVhat  site  shall  be  taken?  I 
will  review  as  briefly  as  I  can  the  statements 
that  have  been  made  by  the  different  members 
in  opposition  to  this  site.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  9,  Mr.  Morison,  has  said  that  two  mem  -• 
bers  of  the  School  Committee  have  voted  against 
this.  I  may  state  now  that  from  what  I  have 
further  heard  that  Mr.  Cbapin  is  a  man  who  is 
very  much  interested  in  a  certain  Mr.  Fenno, 
who  owns  land  on  Buena  Vista  avenue,  and  of 
whom  he  desires  the  city  to  purchase  land  for  a 
high- school  site.  The  price  of  the  land  he  is  in 
favor  of  having  the  city  buy  will  not  be  less 
that  $1.75  a  foot.  So,  in  regard  to  the  objections 
of  Mr.  Chapin,  the  Council  will  see  immediately 
that  these  objections  fall  to  the  ground.  With 
regard  to  the  objections  raised  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  11  in  my  section,  I  would  say 
this :  He  has  said  himself  than  he  did  not  know 
in  regard  to  any  members  of  the  Roxbury  Club 
until  four  days  before,  and  if  I  told  him  that  one 
of  the  members  who  desired  the  city  of  Boston 
to  buy  his  site  was  the  leading  man  in  getting 
up  the  petition,  and  going  to  the  Roxbury  Club 
and  getting  petitioners  to  sign  it,  he  would  not 
have  been  so  willing,  I  think,  to  present  the  pe- 
tition in  the  Council.  Therefore  I  say,  with  re- 
gard to  the  petition  presented  by  some  members 
of  the  Roxbury  Club,  it  does  not  express  the  en- 
tire feeling  of  the  Roxbury  Club,  as  the  general 
feeling  is  today  that  the  Silas  Potter  site,  of 
which  the  Hon.  Patrick  Maguire  owns  a  part, 
should  be  taken.  I  would  say  here,  further, 
that  I  and  the  members  in  my  district,  and 
probably  the  members  from  Ward  19,  are  the 
only  ones  who  should  have  real  objections  to  the 
site  which  is  brought  in  by  the  School  Commit- 
tee and  the  Committee  on  Schools  and  School- 
houses,  because  the  Roxbury  High  School  will 
be  built,  in  this  event,  in  a  section  further  away 
from  the  districts  we  represent  than  it  is  at  the 
present  time.  Therefore,  I  said  I  thought  at 
that  time  that  the  schoolhouse  site  was  too  far 
away  from  my  district,  but,  because  the  School 
Committee  and  the  Committee  on  Schools  and 
Schoolhouses  had  decided  on  that  site,  I  would 
vote  with  the  Committe  on  Schools  and  School- 
houses.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  11  has  said 
that  in  this  immediate  vicinity  within  a  rifle-shot 
of  the  present  site  we  could  get  just  as  good  a  site 
for  the  Roxbury  schoolhouse  at  a  much  lower 
price.  I  would  say  to  him  that  if  he  went  fur- 
ther out  he  could  get  land  for  20  cents  a  foot,  and 
could  get  50,000  or  00.000  feet  of  land  at  less  than 
we  could  get  this.  But  we  object  to  going  far- 
ther than  the  present  lot.  I  would  also  men- 
tion a  name  now  which  is  just  as  good  as  any 
name  which  is  presented  on  the  petition  from 
the  Roxbury  Club.  I  will  mention  a  name  well 
known  in  the  history  of  the  schools  of  Boston 
and  Roxbury,  Charles  K.  Dillaway,  Esq.,  of 
Roxbury,  as  capable  as  any  man  in  Roxbury  to 


decide  as  to  the  availibility  of  a  lot  for  this  pur- 
pose. I  met  him  this  morning,  and  he  said  to 
ine,:whenl  asked  him  what  he  thought  of  the 
stite  which  v.  e  proposed  to  take,  "The  present 
site  is  a  good  site.  Perhaps  another  good  site 
would  be  on  Kearsarge  avenue.  But,"  said  he, 
"I  would  not  today  put  such  a  schoolhouse  on 
Kearsarge  avenue  on  the  ground  of  not  desiring 
to  have  two  large  schoolhouses  in  one  imme- 
diate vicinity,"  referring  to  the  Roxbury 
Latin  School.  He  said  also,  "Don't  go 
any  farther  than  the  present  site,  because 
you  will  take  it  from  the  centre  of  Roxbury."  I 
will  say  also  that  the  section  towards  Dorchester 
is  increasing  in  population,  also  the  section  1 
come  from  is  increasing  largely  in  population  ; 
in  fact,  larger  than  the  section  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  11  has  referred  to.  Therefore  I  think 
the  Council  should  go  no  farther  than  the  pres- 
ent site,  which  is  in  the  best  locality  to  accom- 
modate the  people  of  Roxbury  and  also  to  pro- 
vide for  future  requirements.  It  is  the  best  site 
in  that  section ;  and  I  too,  as  well  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  11,  have  looked  into  the  sites 
around  there.  He  has  said  that  the  Walnut- 
avenue  site  near  Copeland  street,  strange  to  say, 
is  assessed  at  $21,000,  and  the  gentleman  who 
owns  it  desires  to  sell  it  at  $20,000.  1  have  only 
to  repeat  the  figures  to  show  that  the  owner  has 
a  special  reason  why  he  wants  to  sell  a  lot  of 
land  assessed  at  $21,000  at  the  low  price  of  $20,000. 
Now,  gentlemen  of  the  Council,  I  trust  you  will 
agree  with  the  School  Conmiittee,  who  are  just 
as  capable  men  as  we  are  to  decide  a  question 
of  this  kind;  and  unless  charges  of  fraud  of 
some  kind  may  be  brought  against  them, 
which  I  do  not  think  has  been  done  by  any  of 
the  gentlemen  who  have  spoken  on  the  opposite 
side,  their  decision  is  as  good  as  that  of  any 
individual  or  any  committee  sent  out  by  the 
Council  to  decide  on  a  particular  site.  You 
know  yourselves,  how  ditficult  it  is  to  have  a 
number  of  men  agree  on  one  particular  site.  In 
this  question  the  very  same  difficulty  has  arisen 
that  arose  in  the  case  of  the  South  Boston 
schoolhouse  site.  In  this  ease  who  is  it  that 
gets  petitions  scattered  through  Roxbury?  Who 
is  it  that  desires  that  this  site  shall  not  be  taken? 
Why,  it  is  the  men  who  are  interested  in  the 
selling  of  some  other  particular  lot.  I  did  not 
hear  Mr.  Chapin  say  anything  of  the  kind ;  but 
I  know  this  from  men  who  know  him  very  well, 
and  who  know  how  intimate  he  is  with  Mr. 
Fenno,  and  the  desire  which  Mr.  Fenno  had  to 
sell  his  land,  and  that  is  the  why  he  has  taken 
the  position  on  this  matter  that  lie  has.  The 
other  lots  might  be  specified  in  this  way.  There 
is  some  party,  very  probably,  who  wishes  to  sell 
some  other  particular  lot.  I  do  not  refer  to  gen- 
tlemen of  the  Council,  but  to  outside  parties, 
who  would  naturally  be  trying  to  do  all  they 
could  to  get  their  particular  sites  adopted. 
There  is  another  question  that  enters  into  this. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  11  has  read  letters 
that  have  been  sent  to  him  from  the  teachers 
of  the  Dudley  school,  saying  that  the  pupils  and 
instructors  in  the  Dudley  school  are  very  much 
annoyed  on  account  of  being  disturbed  by  the 
bells  of  the  horsecars  which  go  along  the  street. 
I  am  very  sorry  that  the  teachers  are  so  dis- 
turbed, but  I  would  say  tnat  I  think  the  true 
reason  is  that  the  principal  of  the  school,  Mr. 
Chase,  is  opposed  to  this  site.  The  master  of 
that  school  has  lived  for  years  in  Roxbury,  and 
has  very  many  friends  there.  I  do  not  say  that 
any  of  these  friends  are  desirous  of  selling  any 
particular  lot.  But  take  into  consideration  the 
fact  that  Mr.  Chase  has  teachers  in  that  school 
under  him  who  very  generously  and  without 
being  asked  write  letters  to  the  effect  that  the 
tinkling  of  the  bells  on  the  cars  coming  up  tow- 
ards the  Norfolk  House  disturbs  the  very  young 
children  in  the  school,  and  they  are  particu- 
larly very  much  disturbed  in  the  summer  time 
when  the  windows  are  open.  We  can  readily 
see  that  the  master,  without  actually  forcing  a 
teacher  to  write  letters  of  this  kind,  could,  nev- 
ertheless, if  he  desired,  influence  them,  to 
help  him  against  the  site  if  he  himself  was 
against  it.  That  is  perfectly  plain,  I  think, 
and  you  must  all  see  it.  The  Council 
has  heard  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9 
refer  to  a  school  committeeman  in  the  shape 
of  Dr.  Chapin.  We  have  also;heard  from  the  pe- 
titioners of  the  Roxbury  Club,who  come  in  favor 
of  Mr.Stults.  a  man  who  won't  sell  his  lot  at  less 
than  $1.50.  But  when  he  finds  that  there  is  to  be 
a  high  school  building  built  there  he  is  willing 
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to  sell  for  $1.25  a  foot.  Then  comes  Mr.  Bradford, 
and  we  have  this  gentleman  who  offers  his  lot 
for  less  than  the  assessed  value.  It  is  a  strange 
proceeding  that  these  land  owners,  who  have 
55,000  or  45,000  feet  of  laud  to  sell,  should  come 
in  here  at  this  time  and  offer  to  sell  it  for  a  less 
price  than  they  did  before,  when  they  find  that 
this  Council  has  decided  to  vote  on  another  lot. 
Though  I  have  not  gone  as  far  as  I  possibly 
might  on  this  matter,  I  shall  not  say  more,  be- 
cause the  hour  is  late.  Bvit  as  one  who  is  ac- 
quainted with  Roxbury,  who  has  lived  there  all 
his  life,  and  who  pretends  to  know  what  the  ac- 
commodations of  the  Roxbury  High  School 
should  be,  I  trust  that  you  will  vote  as  the  Rox- 
bury members  desire,  every  one  of  them ;  and 
they  desire  that  you  shall  vote  in  favor  of  the 
High  School  site  that  has  been  decided  on  by 
the  school  committee  and  by  the  Committee  on 
Schools  and  Schoolhouses.  I  trust  that  their 
action  will  be  endorsed  by  this  Council. 

Mr.  Whall- Tonight  I  am  reminded  of  a  per- 
fectly true  old  saying,  that  history  repeats 
itself.  Never  has  there  been  a  time  when  there 
came  before  the  City  Council  of  Boston  the  se- 
lection of  a  lot  of  land  for  any  public  purpose, 
but  that  after  the  committee  had  made  its  re- 
port, we  immediately  heard  a  clamoring  in  the 
distance  coming  on  and  increasing  in  volume, 
until  about  our  ears  there  was  a  perfect  din  and 
furore  of  noise,  and  fraud,  corruption,  bribery 
and  charges  that  would  humiliate  us  if  we 
stopped  for  a  moment  to  consider  their  force, 
were  plainly  delivered,  not  only  through  the 
public  press,  but  even  upon  the  floor  of  our 
chamber.  We  have  had  an  experience  of  this 
kind  twice  this  year.  Men  who  either  had  not 
sense  enough  to  know  what  the  city  wanted,  or 
who,  having  put  in  their  bids  were  disappointed 
by  the  selection  of  the  city,  have  clustered  about 
them  a  little  coterie  of  guards  who  add  their 
clamor  to  the  general  din  in  this  chamber  and 
in  the  chamber  below.  One  man  comes  here  now 
offering  us  a  lot  of  land,  and  that  same  man  had 
the  temerity  to  insult  every  member  of  Ithis 
Common  Council,  when  only  a  few  days  ago  he 
asked  L.  Foster  Morse,  Esq..— and  I  base  my 
statement  upon  the  authority  of  that  gentle- 
man,—how  much  money  it  would  take  to  kill 
this  report  in  the  Common  Council  chamber. 
Mr.  Stults,  who  stultifies  himself  in  this  par- 
ticular, was  the  man  who  insulted  every  mem- 
ber of  the  Common  Council,  when  he  asked 
Mr.  L.  Foster  Morse  what  was  the  size  of  the 
moneybag  that  might  buy  your  vote,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, and  mine,  to  kill  the  report  of  an  honor- 
able committee  of  this  Council.  That  is  the 
means  adopted  by  one  of  the  opponents  of  this 
measure.  The  means  adopted  by  another,  to 
publish  in  the  columns  of  a  disreputable 
daily,  in  about  three  stickfuls  of  space, 
which  cost  probably  half  a  dollar  a  line, 
an  article  telling  the  citizens  of  Boston 
today  that  a  piece  of  land  he  owned,  and 
which  was  assessed  for  $21,000,  he  would  sell  for 
$20,000,  were  of  the  same  tenor.  So  would  I  do 
the  same  thing  if  I  owned  the  land.  If  I  owned 
a  strip  of  land  like  this,  almost  in  the  open  coun- 
try,live  minutes  away  from  the  horse  cars  on  each 
side,  I  would  he  glad  to  sell  it  for  $20,000.  It  never 
cost  him  probably  $12,000.  This  is  only  a  sample 
of  the  means  adopted  by  a  man  who  patronizes 
a  disreputable  daily.  And  he  does  not  think  his 
work  is  fully  complete  until  lie  places  upon  the 
desk  of  every  member  of  this  Council  a  clipping 
from  that  sheet.  He  was  wise.  Some  of  us  think 
it  is  indecent  to  peruse  the  columns  of  that 
daily,  and  the  probabilities  are  we  never  would 
have  seen  hisdollar-a  line  advertisement  placed 
in  that  paper,  unless  he  bad  taken  the  trouble 
to  put  it  upon  our  desks  tonight.  The  White 
Plumed  Knight  of  Navarre,  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  11  [laughtor],  who  always  opposes  every- 
thing, comes  here  tonight  and  tells  us  as 
a  business  lawyer— and  his  reputation  in  that 
respect  I  will  not  detract  from,  because  at  the 
bar  we  appreciate  him— that  he  opposes  this 
measure,  but  that  he  knows  that  his  opposition 
will  be  of  no  effect.  And  in  a  sneering  way  he 
refers  to  a  person  perhaps  with  a  better  educa- 
tion than  himself,  and  says  that  if  he  was  upon 
his  feet  he  might  say  that  the  task  which  the 
White  Plumed  Knight  was  performing  was  like 
that  of  Sisyphus  of  old  ;  that  he  was  rolling  the 
stone  up  the  bill  only  to  his  amazement  and 
chagrin  to  find  it  rolling  back  again.  I  will  tell 
the  gentlemen  that  in  ancient  mythology  he 
might  have  found  a  better  illustration.     His 


task  is  like  that  of  Ixion.  He  is  tied  hand  and 
foot  to  the  wheel  of  the  Republican  party,  and  he 
cannot  move  a  muscle  because  the  party  ties  are 
holding  him  and  he  is  bound  as  fast  as  he  can 
be.  I  do  not  know  but  the  gentleman  may  feel 
what  some  of  our  poets  have  felt.  Their  sym- 
pathies may  be,  as  has  been  well  expressed"  by 
the  brainiest  governor  whom  we  have  nad  for 
years,  "with  the  under  dog;"  and  perhaps,  to 
put  it  more  poetically,  the  position  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  11  comes  from  that  innate 
feeling  of  love  he  has  for  the  poetry  of  a  lost 
cause.  [Laughter.]  His  colleague,  whose  fair- 
minded,  open  and  courteous  treatment  of  his 
opponents,  so  commended  him  to  the  members 
of  this  Council  that  at  their  last  meeting  they 
accorded  to  him,  even  though  a  representative 
of  a  minority  party,  the  highest  honor  within 
their  control,  tonight  belittles  himself  and  be- 
littles the  reputation  he  has  gained  in  this  body, 
when  he  strives  to  make  it  appear  that  this  is  a 
political  question.  Through  you,  Mr  President,  I 
desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  this 
one  fact :  the  member  would  strive  to  make  you 
and  us  believe  that  the  advocates  of  this 
measure  are  all  Democrats  and  the  opponents 
are  all  Republicans.  Consider  the  facts.  Three 
councilmen  of  the  ward  in  which  this  is  to  be 
located  are  all  Republicans— true  blue,  simon 

Eure  Republicans.  One  is  Mr.  Councilman 
>ewey,  another  is  Mr.  Councilman  Powers,  and 
a  third  is  Mr.  Councilman  Norton;  every  one  of 
them,  every  mother's  son  of  them,  is  a  Repub- 
lican, and  they  are  all  in  favor  of  this  measure. 
Go  to  a  larger  field.  The  alderman  from  that 
district  is  Mr.  Nathan  G.  Smith.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  anybody  ever  accused  him  of 
being  a  Jeffersonian  Democrat;  and  still 
this  Republican  alderman  is  heartily  in  favor 
of  this  measure,  and  I  think  that  the  gentleman 
does  himself  an  injustice  when  he  tries  to 
stamp  upon  this  measure  the  seal  of  Democratic 
approval  alone.  If  the  Democrats  are  in  favor 
of  this  measure  it  only  proves  what  the  suffrages 
of  the  voters  of  this  State  have  proved  before— 
that  the  Democrats  know  what  the  people 
want.  And  if  we  enjoy  the  sympathy  of  our  in- 
telligent brothers  of  the  opposite  creed  from 
Ward  21,  and  of  the  gentleman  representing 
that  district,  then  it  only  proves  that  the  sun- 
light has  got  beyond  the  hills,  and  down  in  the 
valley  some  of  the  Republican  forces  have  their 
eyes  towards  the  morning. 

Mr.  Burr— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  the 
question  before  the  house  is  on  reference  back 
to  the  committee.  I  think  the  Chair  has  al- 
lowed the  debate  to  go  on  for  a  good  while. 

The  President— 1  he  Chair  will  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  gentleman  to  the  fact  that  the 
question  is  on  the  reference  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Whall— The  matter  should  not  be  re- 
ferred, because  if  the  motion  for  reference  is 
carried  it  would  prevent  me  from  saying  what  I 
desire  to  say  in  two  particulars.  We  should  not 
be  oblivious  to  the  fact  that  the  only  true  ques- 
tion that  we  should  meet  tonight  is  not  wliel  her 
this  is  a  political  question  or  not,  because  1  be- 
lieve that  the  examples  I  have  cited  have  proved 
that  it  is  not.  But  the  question  that  should 
come  before  us  is  this:  First  of  all,  Is  this  site  a 
proper  one?  Then,  secondly,  is  the  price  asked 
lor  it  a  just  and  reasonable  one?  I  never  saw 
this  site  until  yesterday,  and  probably  would 
not  have  seen  it  then  but  at  the  solicitation 
of  a  Republican  alderman,  and  that  alderman 
is  the  alderman  who  lias  the  honor  to 
sit  for  the  district  in  which  this  site 
is  located.  In  company  with  a  Republican 
a  gentleman— a  councilman  too,  who  is  a  gentle- 
man even  though  he  is  a  Councilman,  a  member 
from  Ward  18— we  visited  the  site.  I  believe  my 
friend  from  Ward  11  would  call  that  Republican 
alderman  on  account  of  his  opinions,  a  Demo- 
cratic alderman,  for  this  is  I  presume  a  Demo- 
cratic measure.  But  that  alderman  showed  us 
the  beauties  of  the  site,  which  was  this  Potter 
site,  the  site  before  us  today.  And  then  w>  saw 
the  site  down  on  Buena  Vista  avenue.  The 
Buena  Vista  avenue  site  would  not  commend 
itself  to  any  one,  unless  he  desired  to  lead  a  pas- 
toral life  and  gain  bis  livelihood  by  shearing 
sheep.  It.  is  nil  hill  and  dale,  and  hasapecu- 
liarzig-zag  about  it,  such  as  comes'to  a  man 
m  his  dreams.  Besides,  on  one  side  of  this 
lot  is  where  they  propose  to  erect  a  large 
apartment  hotel,  and  that  would  interfere 
with  the  utility  of  the  site  to  a  great 
extent.      But   the   sito    proposed   commended 
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itself  to  us,  because  on  all  three  sides  of  it 
were  streets,  so  that  if  we  desired  to  put  upon  it 
a  building  of  architectural  beauty,  the  archi- 
tecture would  not  be  handicapped  by  its  sur- 
roundings. And  some  of  us  bore  in  mind  the 
architectural  abortion,  or  rather  the  monumen- 
tal failure— because  I  understand  the  architec- 
ture is  all  right — of  our  English  High  School,  in 
putting  it  in  a  back  alley,  where  no  one  could  ever 
hnd  it  unless  he  had  a  telescope  and  a  compass. 
We  thought  that  if  we  were  to  put  money  into 
a  large  building  that  it  should  be  suitable  to  the 
needs  of  our  school  children,  and  should  be  a 
pride  and  an  ornament  to  our  city,  and  that  was 
the  site  of  all  to  put  it  on.  At  this  time  I  do  not 
think  it  necessary  to  enter  into  the  question  of 
price.  The  councilman  from  Ward  21  has  al- 
ready enlightened  the  Council  upon  that  ques- 
tion. He  has  told  us  that  land  within 
500  feet  of  that  has  been  bonded,  or  has  been 
sold,  if  I  heard  him  correctly,  for  $2  a  foot.  It 
cannot  therefore  be  said  that  this  is  such  a  stu- 
pendous price  for  the  property  which  is  sought 
to  be  procured.  Right  here  I  will  mention  a 
fact  that  should  have  been  alluded  to  before. 
The  Committee,  on  Kearsarge  Cemetery  visited 
that  place  yesterday,  and  thought  that  in  the 
near  future  it  might  be  advisable  for  the  city  of 
Boston  to  extend  Kearsarge  avenue  across  that 
cemetery  land,  and  so  gain  another  street. 
They  would  have  to  take  40  feet  of  an  orchard, 
and  a  public-spirited  citizen  of  that  district  told 
us  that  if  this  land  was  taken  in  the  interior,  he 
thought  a  fair  market  price  would  be  $1.50  a 
foot.  If  his  land  was  worth  $1.50,  this  land 
would  be  worth  $5. 

Mr.  Ladd— Mr.  President. 

Mr.  Whall  —  One  moment.  Right  opposite 
this  land  is  an  elegant  brick  block;  so  that  in 
building  our  sohoolhouse  we  are  sure  of  our 
neighbors.  We  are  not  going  to  have  any  low 
taverns  or  any  inferior  dwellings  opposite  us. 
L.  Foster  Morse,  Esq.,  than  whom  there  is  not  a 
better  authority  in  Roxbury  upon  values  in  that 
locality,  says  that  tins  property  is  worth  at  least 
50  cents  a  foot  more  than  the  Stults  property. 
And  Mr.  Stults,  in  his  utmost  generosity,  offered 
us  his  land,  I  understand,  for  $1.50;  and  if  his 
latest  statement  is  true,  for  $1.25.  If,  therefore, 
his  value  is  correct,  according  to  the  expert 
testimony  on  this  point,  $1.75  a  foot  is  a  fair 
price  for  the  lot  we  now  propose  to  purchase. 
I  will  come  to  something  to  which  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  11  alluded  to,  and 
that  is  this:  Has  the  question  of  this  school- 
house  site  been  propely  advertised  by  the 
city  of  Boston  ?  I  do  not  know  that 
there  is  any  requirement  of  the  ordinances  or 
any  provision  of  the  statutes  that  compels  us  to 
advertise.  But  so  far  as  public  notice  could  be 
given  without  advertisement  notice  was  given 
that  a  lot  of  land  in  that  section  would  be 
needed  for  the  purpose  of  a  schoolhouse.  The 
first  of  the  year  the  appropriation  bill  was 
passed.  Then  in  every  paper  in  the  city  of 
Boston,  among  the  City  Hall  items,  was  an  item 
saying  that  the  committee  was  looking  for  land 
in  that  vicinity  for  the  purpose  of  a  high  school- 
house  lot.  Now  I  come  to  another  lucubration 
from  the  white  plumed  knight.  It  is  insinuated, 
nay,  it  is  openly  charged  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  11,  that  because  the  Hon.  Patrick  Maguire 
owns  a  small  segment  of  this  land,  that  there- 
fore every  Democrat  is  whipped  into  line  to 
vote  for  it.  I  do  not  know  whether  or  not  the 
fount  of  Mr.  Maguire's  wit  has  reached 
the  Republican  councilman  from  Ward 
21,  or  whether  the  alderman  from  that 
district,  Mr,  Smith,  has  felt  the  scorpion 
lash,  but  I  will  tell  the  gentleman 
this,  that  when  he  says  the  Democrats  are  going 
to  vote  for  it  because  Democrats  are  interested, 
I  will  make  the  counter  accusation  that  Repub- 
lican opposition  is  coming  to  this  measure  for 
.iust  that  same  and  that  precise  reason.  Mr. 
Maguire,  since  I  have  been  a  member  of  this 
government,  and  I  have  no  doubt  other  Demo- 
crats on  the  floor  will  say  the  same  thing,  has 
not  asked  for  a  single  favor  and  has  not  re- 
quested me  to  vote  one  way  or  the  other  on  any 
particular  question,  and  on  this  matter  he  has 
not  approached  me.  When  we  cast  our  votes 
tonight  we  are  casting  them  because  we  think 
that  with  the  commendation  of  the  School 
Committee,  with  the  commendation  of  the 
Committee  on  Schools  and  Schoolhouses,  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  with 
the  approval  of  the  councilmen  and  the  alder- 


man from  that  district,  that  we  have  ample  and 
abundant  evidence  that  this  is  a  proper  loca- 
tion. I  now,  Mr.  President,  move  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  appeal  to  the  fairness  of  the  gen- 
tleman, after  having  occupied  the  length  of 
time  that  he  has,  and  when  I  arose  to  reply  to 
the  gentleman  on  his  side,  that  he  will  not  insist 
upon  the  previous  question  and  put  me  under 
the  obligation  to  speak  at  a  disadvantage. 

Mr.  Whall— There  have  been  five  speeches  in 
opposition  and  five  in  favor.  The  gentleman 
has  10  minutes  under  the  call  for  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  will  have  to  speak  under  a  dis- 
advantage. I  have  been  to  view  this  land  sev- 
eral times,  and  have  spent  considerable  time 
considering  the  question,  and  I  think  I  have  a 
right  to  say  something.  In  regard  to  the  state- 
ment made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  22, 
concerning  the  Fenno  lot,  I  think  the  position 
he  has  taken  is  entirely  erroneous.  I  have  a  let- 
ter from  Mr.  Fenno  in  which  he  says  distinctly 
that  his  lot  is  not  for  sale  as  a  schoolhouse  lot 
unless  the  whole  lot  be  taken.  Of  course  the 
purchase  of  the  whole  lot  is  out  of  the  question 
at  the  price  at  which  itcould  be  bought,  Decause 
it  would  absorb  more  money  than  will  be  ab- 
sorbed by  the  purchaseof  the  Warren-street 
land.  Therefore  that  lot  is  out  of  the  question 
and  any  argument  founded  upon  it  should  have 
no  weight  whatever. 

Mr.  Leary — May  I  correct  the  gentleman? 

Mr.  Ladd  —Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Leabt— The  statement  was  made  that  we 
could  have  it  for  $1.75. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  wish  to  say  that  my  re- 
mark was  not  erroneous. 

Mr.  Ladd— My  information  is  that  the  lot  is 
not  for  sale  unless  the  whole  of  it  is  taken; 
and  that  is  entirely  out  of  the  question.  So  I 
think  that  nobody  feels  like  advocating  that 
lot.  No  doubt,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
has  said,  a  mistake  was  made  when  the  present 
high  school  was  located  where  it  is.  Why  was 
that  mistake  made?  Because  it  was  down 
town,  toward  the  centre  of  business,  and  too  far 
away  from  the  future  population  of  the  city 
of  Boston.  I  say  that  is  the  strongest  objection, 
even  stronger  than  the  objection  of  noise  urged 
against  the  Maguire  lot.  The  fact  is  that  it  is 
now  located  too  far  away  from  the  cen- 
tre of  the  future  population  of  the  city. 
The  centre  of  population  is  fast  moving  out  in 
the  direction  of  Franklin  Park,  upon  both  the 
east  and  west  sides,  and  in  order  to  have  a  high 
school  located  in  a  proper  position  to  accommo- 
date the  future  centre  of  population  there,  it 
must  be  located  out  toward  Franklin  Park 
on  Walnut  avenue.  And  I  call  the  attention  of 
the  Council  to  the  lots  which  to  my  mind  is  the 
best  adapted  for  this  purpose,  right  there  in  that 
location,  upon  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
avenues  in  the  whole  of  Roxbury,  and  recog- 
nized as  being  such — upon  Walnut  avenue.  Be- 
tween Bainbridge  and  Elmore  streets,  there 
is  a  lot  containing  55,000  square  feet,  which  is  in 
every  respect  adapted  to  high  school  purposes. 
You  can  placea  building  upon  the  centre  of  that 
lot  and  you  have  an  opportunity  to  obtain  light 
and  air  upon  all  sides  of  the  building.  I  have 
here  a  plan  of  the  lot ;  any  gentleman  can  see 
it.  The  lot  contains  55,000  square  feet  and  has  a 
frontage  on  Walnut  avenue — 

Mr.  Fowler— I  am  sorry  to  interrupt  the  gen- 
tleman, but  I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  he  is 
not  speaking  to  the  question  now  before  the 

house. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  shall  endeavor  to  confine  myself 
to  the  question. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  rule  the  point 
of  order  well  taken.  The  three  minutes  allowed 
to  the  gentleman  under  the  rule,  the  main  ques- 
tion being  called  for  have  eqpired,  the  gentle- 
man has  utilized  his  three  minutes.  The  ques- 
tion conies  on  ordering  the  main  question. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  insist  upon  it  that  I  have  some 
rights  here,  and  I  insist  that  a  conspiracy  be  not 
formed  here  to  prevent  me  from  discussing  a 
question  upon  which  I  have  spent  hours  of  time. 

Mr.  Fowler— I  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege. 
I  object  to  any  man  on  this  floor  charging  me 
with  conspiracy. 

Mr,  Ladd— I  have  not  charged  the  gentleman, 
and  do  not  propose  to  charge  the  gentleman, 
with  conspiracy. 

The  President— The  question  is  upon  order- 
ing the  main  question. 
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Mr.  Ladd— Mr.  President. 
The  President— [Rap,  rap,  rap]— Mr.  Ladd  of 
Ward  10. 
Mr.  Ladd— I  think.  Mr.  President— 
The  President—  The  question  is,  shall  the 
main  question  he  put? 

Mr.  Ladd— I  shall  endeavor  to  confine  myself 
to  the  question  hefore  the  house. 

Mr,  Whall— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  gentleman  was  entitled  to  three  minutes, 
and  his  time  has  expired. 

The  President— '1  he  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

Mr.  Richards— I  rise  to  a  question  of  privi- 
lege. 
The  President— Mr.  Richards  of  Ward  11. 
Mr.  Richards— I  rise  to  a  question  of  privi- 
lege,  because   the   gentleman   from   Ward    7, 
finding  his  case  a  bad  one.  seeks  to  assail — 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
tlie  gentleman  should  state  what  his  question  of 
privilege  is. 

Mr.  Richards— I  will  proceed  to  state  it  before 
I  get  through. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  object  to  the  gentleman 
proceeding  without  stating  his  question  of  privi- 
lege. 

Mr.  Richards— I  lise  to  a  question  of  privilege 
because  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  has  as- 
sailed the  character  of  one  of  the  owners- 
Mr.  Whall— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
that  is  not  a  point  of  order  unless  the  gentle- 
man's reputation  or  the  reputation  ol  some 
member  of  this  Council  is  attacked.  It  is  not 
a  question  which  affects  the  gentleman  any 
more  than  any  other  member  of  this  Council. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 
Mr.  Whall— I  object. 

The  President— The  gentleman  can  read  a 
letter  only  by  unanimous  consent. 
Mr.  Whall— I  object. 
The  President— Objection  being  made- 
Mr.  Richards— I  trust  I  shall  be  allowed  to 
read  it. 

Mr.  Whall— 1  raise  the  pomt  of  order  that 
the  gentleman  having  gained  the  floor  for  a 
question  of  privilege  he  cannot  take  advantage 
of  the  privilege  to  read  a  private  letter. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  time  for  debate  has  expired. 
The  President— The  time  has  not  expired. 
Mr.  Richards— It  was  commenced  at  ten  min- 
utes past  1. 
The  President— Mr.  Richards  of  Ward  11. 
Mr.  Richards  —  I  rise  to  a  question  of  privi- 
lege, because  it  has  been  charged  that  this  Mr. 
Stultz  told  L.  Foster  Morse  that  he  would  give 
money    to   stop   this   matter   from    being   put 
through.    I  wish  to  state  that  he  has  written  me 
a  letter   in   regard    to   asking   Mr.  Morse   how 
much  it  would  take- 
Mr.  Whall— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  the 
gentleman  has  no  right  to  read  a  private  com- 
munication hi  this  chamber  without  unanimous 
consent. 
Mr.  Richards— And  that  it  was  false. 
The  President— The  point  of  order   is  well 
taken.    The  question  is,  shall  the  main  question 
be  now  put? 

Mr.  Richards— I  have  said  all  I  mean  to  say 
now. 

Mr.  Atwood— I  hope  the  main  question  will 
not  be  put  now.  I  have  some  facts  I  wish  to 
present  here  tonight  in  regard  to  the  value  of 
this  lot  of  land.  I  hope  the  main  question  will 
not  be  put  because  I  wish  to  prove  to  this  Coun- 
cil that  the  price  asked  for  this  land  is  not  ex- 
orbitant. I  am  acquainted  with  the  price  of 
land  in  that  section  to  a  great  extent,  and  I 
think  that  the  price  at  which  this  land  is  of- 
fered to  the  city  of  Boston  is  as  reasonable  as 
the  price  of  any  land  as  desirably  located  as  this 
land  is.  I  shall  vote  for  this  order  tonight,  as 
I  voted  for  it  before.  I  came  here  tonight  with 
the  understanding  that  if  the  parties  opposed  to 
this  measure  would  bring  proof  that  this  was  an 
exorbitant  price  I  should  vote  against  it.  But 
as  that  proof  has  not  been  shown  I  shall  vote 
for  the  order.  I  hope  that  every  member  here 
will  vote  honestly  in  regard  to  the  matter,  and 
that  we  shall  vote  to  buy  the  land  and  have 
the  schoolhouse  built.  We  all  know  the  effect 
of  delaying  the  matter.  If  we  delay  it  we  will 
have  people  coming  here  and  trying  to  put  off 
the  sale  of  the  land,  and  the  result  will  be  that 


the  building  of  the  high  school  will  be  delayed. 
Therefore  I  hope  we  shall  vote  upon  it  without 
further  discussion. 

The  President— The  time  for  debate  has  ex- 
pired. 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

The  question  then  came  on  the  passage  of  the 
order  and  Mr  Whall  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  believe  there  is  an  opportunity 
for  five  minutes'  debate  upon  that. 

The  President— Mr.  Ladd  of  Ward  10. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  hope  that  this  order  will  not  be 
passed,  because  it  seems  to  me  that  nobody  can 
afford  to  vote  for  this  measure  after  the  infor- 
mation that  we  have  received  tonight.  Here  is 
a  lot  of  land  for  which  $1.75  a  foot  is  asked— 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I 
would  like  to  know  under  what  rule  there  is  any 
debate  allowed  upon  this  matter. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  say  for  the 
information  of  the  gentleman  that  the  Chair 
was  about  to  put  the  motion  to  order  the  yeas 
and  nays,  but  did  not  put  it,  and  recognized  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  10,  Mr.  Ladd,  before  I  had 
decided  the  question,  and  was  giving  him  the 
privilege,  which  he  claimed,  of  five  minutes' 
debate. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  ask  under  what  rule 
the  gentleman  can  claim  any  five  minutes  for 
debate? 

Mr.  Ladd— Under  the  well-known  rule  that 
five  minutes  debate  is  allowed  under  a  call  for 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Whitmore— There  is  no  such  rule.  I  call 
the  attention  of  the  Chair  to  the  35th  rule. 
[Reading  it.]  The  motion  was  made  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  7  that  the  question  be  taken 
by  yeas  and  nays.  This  is  not  a  verification  of 
a  vote  which  has  been  doubted. 

The  President — The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  order  was  passed  ;  yeas  45.  nays  13 : 

Yeas— Atwood,  Barry,  Carroll.  Chamberlain, 
Cochran,  Coleman,  Connolly,  Coyle,  Davern, 
Desmond,  Dolan,  Duggan.  Dunn,  Fisher,  Foss, 
P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  flaggerty.  Harrington, 
Hayes,  Keliher,  Kelley,  Kennedy,  Leary,  Ma- 
honey,  McEnaney,  McKenna,  McNary,  F.  R. 
Morrison,  J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy.  Nor- 
ton. Nunan,  O'Mealey.  E.  -I.  Powers,  Reillv, 
Shaw,  Short,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan.  Sund- 
berg,  Teevens,  Tracy  Whall,  Whitmore— 45. 

Nays— Blume,  Burr,  Fowler,  Frost,  Ladd,  Lat- 
timore,  F.  Morison.  Perkins.  Richards,  Sanger, 
E.  Sullivan,  Webster.  Wilson— 13. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Bowman,  Carstensen. 
Clark,  Dewey.  Fottler,  J.  Gallagher,  Lauten, 
Light,  J.  Murphy,  Perry,  C.  C.  Powers,  Snow, 
Thayer,  Tuttle— 14. 

Mr.  Leary  moved  to  reconsider,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail. 

Mr,  Ladd— I  trust  the  motion  to  reconsider 
will  not  prevail  for  these  reasons:  We  are  con- 
fronted with  two  lots  which  are  separated  from 
each  other  by  only  a  narrow  place,  and  how  can 
it  be  possible  that  gentlemen  can  justify  a  vote 
to  purchase  one  of  these  lots  at  $1.75  a  foot, 
when  the  other  lot  directly  across  the  street, 
directly  across  this  narrow  street,  is  offered 
for  $1*25  a  foot?  I  want  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Council  to  one  fact  right  here, 
which  has  not  been  brought  out  in  this  debate, 
and  that  is  that  the  assessed  valuation  of  the 
property  offered  by  Mr.  Stults  at  $1.25  a  foot  is 
placed  by  the  assessors  of  Boston  at  96  cents  a 
foot,  whereas  the  property  offered  by  Messrs. 
Maguire  &  Co.  to  the  City  of  Boston  is  assessed 
for  87  cents  per  square  foot.  That  is,  the  Ma- 
guire lot  is  assessed  for  9  cents  less  per  foot 
than  the  Stults  lot. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
The  gentleman  is  using  a  line  of  argument 
which  I  consider  improper. 

*  Mr.  Ladd —I  should  have  been  very  glad  to 
have  done  so  earlier  in  the  debate  if  I  had  been 
allowed  the  opportunity. 

Mr.  Fowler— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
there  is  no  quorum  present. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  raise  the  point  of  order 
that  the  gentleman  cannot  interrupt  a  speaker 
for  the  purpose  of  asking  that  question. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  is  out  of  his  seat. 

The  President— Mr.  Ladd  of  Ward  10  has  the 

Mr.  Ladd— The  point  has  been  made  here  that 
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this  is  a  ledge  which  would  have  to  be  removed. 
Well  now  the  present  owner  of  that  property 
has  been  informed  by  a  party  who  ought  to 
know  the  value  of  that  property,  that  that  very 
ledge  in  itself  is  worth  the  sum  of  $50,000.  Why? 
Because  there  are  seams  running  through  that 
ledge  which  consists  of  Roxbury  stone,  and 
there  are  seams  running  through  it  which  give 
the  stone  a  face,  and  make  it  very  valuable  for 
building  purposes,  and  he  has  been  told  that 
there  is  a  value  there  of  $50,000.  Now  the  objec- 
tion that  a  building  is  to  be  built— 

Mr.  Whall— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  My 
point  of  order  is  that  the  gentleman  has  talked 
five  minutes,  and  the  time  allowed  by  the  rules 
has  expired. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  have  not.  My  time  has  been  in- 
terrupted. 

The  President— The  gentleman  from  Ward 
10  has  the  floor. 


Mr.  Ladd— The  objection  to  that  lot  is  with- 
out foundation.  That  lot  stands  20  feet  below 
the  lot  that  we  call  the  Stults  lot,  and  the  effect 
of  that  will  be— 

The  President— The  time  for  debate  lias  ex- 
pired. 

Mr.  Whall— I  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  inquire  for  information, 
what  is  the  main  question? 

The  President— The  main  question  is  the 
motion  for  reconsideration. 

Mr.  Ladd— Are  there  any  subsidiary  motions 
to  be  cut  off  by  the  previous  question? 

Mr.  Whall— It  is  to  cut  you  off  from  debating 
the  question. 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

The  reconsideration  was  declared  lost. 

Mr,  Fowler  doubted  the  vote. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whall,  at  1.30 
A.M. 
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DEATH  OF  EX-MAYOR  ALBERT  PALMER. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Special  Meeting  of  the   City  Council 

on  the  Death  of  Ex-Mayor 

Albert  Palmer. 


Monday,  May  23, 1887. 
A  special  meeting  of  both  branches  of  the  City 
Council  was  held  at  noon  today  to  take  action 
on  the  death  of  Ex-Mayor  Albert  Palmer. 

In  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  Board  of  Aldermen  was  called  to  order  by 
Aid.  Maguire,  in  the  absence  of  the  chairman 
and  the  senior  member. 

The  following  was  received,  read  and  sent 
down: 

City  of  Boston, 
•       Executive  Department,  ] 
May  21,  1887. 
To  the  Honorable  City  Council  of  Boston. 

Having  been  informed  of  the  death  of  the 
Hon.  Albert  Palmer,  ex-mayor  of  Boston,  which 
occurred  at  his  residence  on  Saturday,  May  21, 
you  are  hereby  requested  to  assemble  in  your 
respective  chambers  on  Monday,  May  23,  1887, 
at  12  o'clock,  M.,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  ap- 
propriate action  concerning  the  sad  event. 

Hugh  O'Brien.  Mayor. 

The  following  was  received  and  read: 
City  of  Boston, 
Executive  Department,  ! 
May  23, 1887. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,— It  is  my  painful  duty  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  City  Council  to  the  death  of  the 
Hon.  Albert  Palmer,  which  occurred  at  his  resi- 
dence on  Saturday,  May  21. 

Mr.  Palmer  was  chief  magistrate  of  the  city  of 
Boston  in  1883,  in  which  position  he  was  always 
conscientious  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  and 
for  several  years  before  that  he  ably  represented 
Boston  in  the  Massachusetts  Legislature.  The 
deceased  was  also  widely  known  and  highly  es- 
teemed in  literary  circles,  and  as  an  orator  he 
had  few  equals  in  the  country.  It  is  very  fitting 
that  Boston,  through  its  City  Council,  should 
pay  a  tribute  of  respect  to  his  memory  and  worth 
as  a  public  man  and  as  an  exemplary  citizen. 
Very  respectfully, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor, 

Aid.  Lee  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil of  Boston  have  learned  with  sorrow  and  re- 
gret of  the  death  of  Albert  Palmer,  formerly 
mayor  of  our  city,  and  one  of  our  well-known 
and  valued  citizens. 


Resolved,  That  we  accord  to  Albert  Palmer  a 
conspicuous  place  among  the  distinguished  men 
who  have  occupied  the  chair  of  chief  magis- 
trate of  our  city,  for,  with  his  ripe  scholarship, 
his  literary  attainments,  and  his  brilliant  ora- 
torical gifts,  together  with  his  experience  in 
the  legislative  halls  of  the  State,  he  brought  to 
the  position  a  thorough  equipment,  and  was 
thereby  enabled  to  discharge  his  public  duties 
in  a  manner  creditable  to  our  city,  and  which 
won  for  himself  a  large  share  of  public  admira- 
tion. 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  our  heartfeft  sym- 
pathy to  the  sorrowing  family  of  the  deceased  in 
this  their  hour  of  bereavement :  and  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  city  clerk  be  requested  to  ' 
forward  to  them  a  copy  of  these  resolutions. 

The  resolutions  and  order  were  read  twice 
and  put  upon  their  passage. 

Aid.  Lee  said : 

Mr.  Chairman— Before  the  question  is  taken 
upon  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions,  I  desire 
to  say  a  few  words  expressive  of  my  respect 
to  the  memory  of  Albert  Palmer.  Corning  to 
Boston  at  an  early  age,  Mr.  Palmer  at  once  be- 
came identified  with  our  institutions.  He  en- 
tered the  venerable  Latin  School  as  an  instruc- 
tor, where,  during  a  period  of  many  years,  he 
proved  himself  to  be  a  most  successful  classical 
teacher  and  won  the  admiration  and  affec- 
tion of  his  pupils,  many  of  whom  are  now 
among  our  most  respected  professional  men. 
Retiring  from  the  position  of  teacher  he  be- 
came identified  with  a  well-known  business 
corporation,  with  which  he  remained  until  the 
time  of  his  death,  always  holding  a  prominent 
position  as  an  officer  and  being  considered  by 
his  associates  as  of  the  greatest  benefit  to  their 
interests.  He  was  for  many  years  honored  by 
his  fellow-citizens  in  being  chosen  as  their  rep- 
resentative to  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts, 
where,  both  as  a  member  of  the  House  and  a 
member  of  the  Senate,  he  won  golden  opinions 
for  his  readiness  in  debate  and  his  wisdom  in 
legislation.  It  was  while  here  that  he  developed 
that  rare  genius  for  oratory,  which  in  after 
years  called  forth  from  "Wendell  Phillips  that 
comparison  which  likened  him  to  Edward  Ev- 
erett. Mr.  Palmer  was  mayor  of  Boston  in  1883, 
and  while  holding  this  high  and  honorable  office 
proved  by  his  acts  that  he  was  a  true  lover  of 
the  fair  fame  of  the  city  of  his  adoption.  His 
administration  was  marked  by  fidelity,  honesty, 
and  ability,  and  those  who  were  associated  with 
him  in  the  city  government  at  that  time  will 
long  remember  him  on  account  of  his  courtesy 
and  kindness  in  his  relations  with  them.  With- 
out regard  to  party  affiliations,  every  citizen  of 
Boston  must  acknowledge  that  our  community 
has  met  with  a  severe  loss  in  the  death  of  Mr.Pal- 
mer ;  but  to  those  of  us  who  were  politically  as- 
sociated with  him,  the  loss  seems  almost  irre- 
parable— for  although  some  of  us  may  have  dif- 
fered with  him  in  minor  details,  yet  we  knew 
and  believed  him  to  be  imbued  with  a  true 
democratic  spirit,  and  wedded  with  undying 
affection  to  every  worthy   principle  of  demo- 
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cracy.  We  look  around  in  vain  for  one  who  is 
at  present  worthy  to  take  his  place ;  but  we  trust 
that  the  light  of  his  example  will  shine  forth  hi 
such  brilliancy  that  many  will  seek  to  imitate 
him  in  the  numerous  worthy  qualities  of  which 
he  was  possessed,  and  that  thus  will  be  perpet- 
uated for  many  years  to  come  the  memory  of 
Albert  Palmer, 

Mr.  Chairman— I  move  you,  sir,  that  upon  the 
adoption  of  the  resolutions  the  question  betaken 
by  a  rising  vote. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  said : 

Mr.  Chairman,  hi  rising  to  second  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolutions  which  have  been  offered, 
I  may  be  pardoned  for  alluding  to  the  fact  that 
Hon,  Albert  Palmer  was  my  friend.  What  he 
has  done  of  good  in  this  world  will  live  after 
him.  All  thai  was  mortal  of  ex-Mayor  Palmer 
is  prepared  for  the  grave.  The  story  of  his  pub- 
lic life  and  superior  attainments  as  an  orator 
I  will  leave  to  other  and  more  eloquent  lips, 
and  simply  and  briefly  refer  to  his  private  life. 
Albert  Palmer  was  very  near  to  me.  I  was 
connected  with  him  in  business,  and  by 
the  closest  and  warmest  ties  of  personal 
friendship,  wherefore  I  may  speak  with  some 
knowledge  of  his  many  virtues.  To  the 
world  he  was  best  known  as  a  gifted  and  elo- 
quent orator  and  finished  scholar,  but  to  his 
personal  friends,  and  he  had  many,  he  was  en- 
deared by  many  noble  and  generous  qualities. 
Modest,  unassuming  and  democratic  in  his  pri- 
vate life,  abstemious,  even  frugal  in  his  habits, 
be  was  nevertheless  eminently  social  in  his  dis- 
position, having  an  inexhaustible  fund  of  wit 
and  humor,  and  that  rare  gift  of  eloquence  in 
private  conversation  that  made  him  an  exceed- 
ingly popular  and  entertaining  companion. 
He  was  a  true  and  loyal  friend— a  man  of 
strong  and  earnest  convictions  and  ster- 
ling character.  Strictly  upright  and  unswerv- 
ingly honest  in  his  dealings  with  all  men,  he 
carried  tbose  rigid  Puritanical  principles  of 
honesty  and  virtue  to  an  unusual  degree  into 
both  his  public  and  private  life,  in  his  family 
he  was  a  loving  and  tender  husband  and  father, 
and  his  wnole  life  of  late  has  been  wrapped  up 
in  the  education  and  training  of  his  two  boys, 
whom  he  loved  as  the  apple  of  his  eye.  By  na- 
ture warm-hearted,  tender  and  sensitive  as  a 
child;  where  his  sympathies  were  aroused  by 
distress  in  any  form  all  the  energies  of  his  vig- 
orous mind  and  body  were  exerted  to  their 
utmost  tension.  Those  who  knew  him  will  not 
easily  forget  with  what  enthusiasm  and 
eloquence  he  would  advocate  .  the  cause 
of  his  friends  and  even  strangers  whose 
troubles  excited  his  sympathies.  A  bril- 
liant scholar  and  polished  orator,  with 
a  mind  remarkably  clear  and  logical  and 
well  stored  with  valuable  information,  with 
a  heai-t  always  ready  to  respond  to  the  cry  of 
distress  from  any  quarter,  he  was  a  useful,  in- 
fluential and  public-spirited  citizen  whose  loss 
will  be  widely  felt  and  deeply  regretted. 

The  resolutions  and  order  were  passed  by  a 
unanimous  rising  vote. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an  order— That  a  joint 
special  committee,  consisting  of  the  chairman 
and  five  other  members  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, with  such  as  the  Common  Council  may 
join,  be  appointed  as  representatives  of  the  City 
Council  to  attend  the  funeral  of  the  late  Albert 
Palmer,  ex-mayor  of  Boston,  and  that  the  ex 
pense  incurred  on  that  account  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  incidentals. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rule. 

The  Chair  announced  the  following  committee : 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith,  Sullivan,  Maguire,  Carroll, 
C.  W.  Smith. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Lee  it  was  voted  that  all 
joint  and  aldermanic  rules, which  would  prevent 
the  passage  of  the  order,  be  suspended. 


On  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll,  the  passage  of  the 
order  appointing  the  committee  was  reconsid- 
ered, and  on  motion  of  Aid.  Donovan,  the  order 
was  amended  by  making  it  read  that  the  ex- 
pense should  be  charged  to  contingent  fund, 
joint  committees,  instead  of  incidentals ;  and  as 
amended  the  order  was  passed ;  yeas  9,  nays  0. 

Severally  sent  down. 

In  Common  Council. 

The  Common  Council  was  called  to  order  by 
President  Barry,  and  the  call  for  the  meeting, 
and  the  message  of  the  mayor  announcing  the 
death  of  ex-Mayor  Palmer,  were  read  and  sev- 
erally placed  on  file. 

The  resolutions  and  order  on  the  death  of  ex- 
Mayor  Palmer  were  read,  and  the  question  came 
on  giving  them  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Whitmobb  said : 

Mr.  President — I  rise  to  move  the  concur- 
rence of  this  branch  in  the  passage  of  the  reso- 
lutions and  order  which  come  to  us  from  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  I  desire  also  to  testify  to 
the  great  merits  of  the  late  mayor,  hot  as  a  per- 
functory tribute,  but  as  the  honest  convictions 
which  I  have  formed  under  circumstances  fav- 
orable to  a  knowledge  of  the  man.  Of  the  many 
admirable  traits  of  his  character  in  private  life, 
I  leave  others  to  speak,  though  I  am  tempted  to 
cite  instances  of  his  thoughtful  and  persevering 
charity.  But  of  his  life  as  a  public  man,  I  ven- 
ture to  make  a  brief  examination,  knowing  that 
the  result  will  be  instructive  to  us  and  credit- 
able to  birn.  Our  lamented  friend  had  one  great 
advantage  as  a  public  man,  in  that  he  was  re- 
markably eloquent.  Few  men  in  Boston  in  his 
generation  have  possessed  such  a  powerful  in- 
fluence over  his  audiences,  owing  to  a  grace 
of  manner,  charm  of  voice,  and  beauty 
of  style.  He  was  one  of  the  few  men  who  could 
be  properly  denominated  orators,  as  distinct 
from  advocates  or  speakers.  He  was  able  not  only 
to  speak  clearly  and  convincingly,  but  he  could 
so  clothe  his  thoughts  in  apt  and  beautiful 
language,  so  collect,  marshal  and  apply  the 
resources  of  his  studies,  that  his  hearers  were 
charmed  by  the  method  irrespeetiv'e  of  the  sub- 
ject matter.  It  was  a  gift  which  he  sedulously 
cultivated,  enriching  his  mind  by  a  systematic 
and  appreciative  study  of  great  examples,  and 
storing  his  memory  with  those  gems  of  litera- 
ture, of  which  he  knew  well  the  proper  occasion 
for  use.  A  brilliant  example  will  be  found  in 
the  oration  which  he  delivered  in  1883,  on 
Decoration  day,  in  Faneuil  Hall. 
L  His  greatest  defect  as  a  public  man  was  too 
great  a  confidence  in  the  idea  that  "the  voice 
of  the  people  is  the  voice  of  God."  He  was  de- 
sirous of  popular  applause,  not  from  any  ignoble 
motive  of  personal  gratification,  but  because  he 
felt  that  he  was  consulting  the  oracle.  He  for- 
got, unfortunately,  that  too  often,  for  a  time, 
the  popular  voice  merely  re-echoed  his  own 
thoughts,  throwing  back  to  him  ideas  which 
had  not  taken  root.  Then  the  consciousness 
that  he  had  misunderstood  the  popular  will 
came  upon  him  with  unusual  force,  impressing 
him  with  the  idea  that  his  case  was  unprece- 
dented and  his  error  without  excuse.  A  man  of 
less  acute  senses,  or  of  more  practical  philo- 
sophy, would  have  felt  less  and  perhaps  judged 
more  wisely. 

For  the  rest  no  one  will  dispute  that  Mayor 
Palmer  was  animated  by  a  strong  and  unselfish 
ambition  to  serve  his  fellow-citizens  to  the  best 
of  his  power.  He  undertook  many  measures 
for  the  public  welfare,  and  threw  himself  into 
the  contest  without  thought  of  sparing  any 
needed  labor  or  trouble.  As  a  senator  he  stands 
out  conspicuously  above  the  ignoble  rabble  of 
his  successors.  As  mayor  of  Boston,  I  know  that 
his  standard  was  high,  his  industry  and  care 
unceasing,  and  it  is  no  reproach  to  him  that  the 
difficulties  of  his  position  prevented  a  prompt 
recognition  of  his  eminent  qualities. 

After  his  retirement  from  office  he  continued 
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to  dwell  among  us,  strong  in  the  admiration 
and  affection  of   his  personal  friends,  and  re- 

faining  in  no  small  degree  the  popularity  that 
ad  been  temporarily  eclipsed.  To  us  all  the 
announcement  of  his  sudden  and  premature 
death  has  been  a  great  shock,  so  assured  did  we 
feel  that  he  was  to  be  for  years  to  come  a  pillar 
of  strength  to  his  associates  and  to  his  fellow- 
citizens.  His  death  is  an  impressive  warning  to 
us.  just  as  his  life  has  been  at  once  an  incentive 
and  an  admonition. 

The  admirable  testimony  which  comes  to  us 
from  the  other  branch  fully  expresses  the  pub- 
lie  sentiment,  and  it  is  our  privilege,  as  repre- 
sentatives of  the  city,  to  join  in  this  tribute  to 
his  memory  and  this  message  of  condolence  to 
his  surviving  family. 

I  move  that  the  Council  concur  with  the 
Board  hi  the  passage  of  the  resolutions  and 
orders. 

Mr.  Blume  said: 

Mr.  President,  we  are  again  called  together 
by  a  sad  duty.  One  of  our  most  honored  citi- 
zens has  been  removed  from  our  midst  by 
the  mysterious  hand  of  death.  We  are  again 
admonished  of  the  uncertainty  of  life.  Scarce- 
ly ten  days  ago  our  distinguished  fellow- 
citizen  was  moving  in  our  midst  in  all  the  vigor 
of  matured  manhood.  Today  he  is  cold 
in  death.  Well  may  we  exclaim:  "What 
shadows  we  are  and  what  shadows  we  pursue!" 
Albert  Palmer  was  an  extraordinary  man.  He 
was  simple,  frank,  courteous,  intelligent,  ac- 
complished and  informed ;  upright,  intrepid 
and  disinterested.  He  was  gifted  as  few  men  in 
our  midst  with  that  rarest  of  all  gifts— elo- 
quence. The  magic  of  his  mind,  his  graceful 
utterances  on  various  occasions,  the  exquisite 
choice  of  his  phrases,  his  unvarying  courtesy 
and  personal  magnetism,  will  ever  be  remem- 
bered by  those  who  came  in  contact  with  him  or 
had  the  honor  of  his  acquaintance.  However 
we  may  have  differed  with  him  on  questions  of 
party  politics,  no  man,  I  believe,  ever  sus- 
pected him  of  being  actuated  by  anv  but 
patriotic  motives,  and  as  seeking  the  wel- 
fare of  his  fellow  citizens,  and  the  great- 
ness and  prosperity  of  the  city,  which  had 
honored  him  with  its  highest  office.  Born 
amidst  the  rugged  hills  of  the  Switzerland 
of  America  he  there  drank  in  the  spirit  of  lib- 
erty which  ever  animated  him.  His  life  was  not 
cast  in  the  path  of  ease  and  luxury,  but  from 
youth  to  manhood,  and  until  his  career  was 
closed  by  death  he  was  a  busy.energetic  worker. 
Though  gifted  by  nature  with  a  keen  intellect, 
yet  what  could  he  have  accomplished,  what  can 
any  man  accomplish,  without  constant  effort, 
constant  work?  And  in  this  he  fitly  illustrates 
the  genius  of  our  institutions.  Prom  a  poor 
farmer's  son  he  rose,  step  by  step,  to  ever  higher 
honors,  until  he  became  our  chief  magistrate. 
But  what  can  our  poor  words  of  eulogy  do  as  we 
stand  at  his  open  grave,  unless  it  is  to  resolve  to 
emulate  his  virtues  and  graces,  and  to  be  more 
generous  and  magnanimous  in  our  intercourse 
with  and  treatment  of  the  living. 

"We  see  but  dimly  through   the  mists  and 
vapors ; 

Amidst  these  earthly  damps 
AVhat  seem  to  us  but  sad,  funereal  tapers 

May  be  heaven's  distant  lamps." 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan  said : 

I  rise,  sir,  at  this  time,  to  second  the  motion 
that  we  concur  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
in  the  resolutions  they  have  sent  down  to 
us.  I  find  it  my  duty  to  speak  on  this  occa- 
sion because  the  gentleman  whose  memory 
we  now  meet  to  honor  was  at  one  time  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  district  from  which  I  come,  and 
once  ably  in  the  House  of  Representatives  and 
the  Senate  of  this  State  represented  that  dis- 
trict and  shed  glory  upon  the  district  which  he 
represented.  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  rise  on  this 
occasion,  although  I  must  say  I  will  fail  in 
words  to  express  what  I  feel  within,  to  say  that 
that  gentleman  —  the  ex-chief  magistrate 
of    this    city— whose    loss    we    now    deplore, 


was  a  man  whom  the  citizens  of  Roxbury  will 
long  remember,  and  whom  the  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton will  long  remember,  for  his  ability,  his 
scholarly  manner,  his  gentlemanly  character, 
und  those  characteristics  which  go  to  make  up 
a  true  gentleman.  When  we  regard  the  life  of 
the  late  Albert  Palmer,  we  find  that  he  was  an 
examplar  before  the  eyes  of  us  all  of  what  a  man 
can  become  in  this  country  by  attentiveness  to 
his  duties,  by  striviug  from  his  early  boyhood 
until  his  manhood,  until  even  the  poor  farmer's 
boy  may  become  the  chief  magistrate  of  a  great 
city.  The  late  Albert  Palmer  was  bom  as  you 
all  well  know,  among  the  rugged  hills  of  New 
Hampshire,  in  the  small  town  of  Candia.  By 
working  on  a  farm  he  acquired  money  enough 
to  enter  an  academy  and  after  leaving  the 
academy  he  entered  within  the  walls  which 
once  echoed  to  the  voices  of  such  great  men 
as  Daniel  Webster  and  Rufus  Choate. 
He  reaped  in  that  great  institution  of 
learning  such  honors  that  on  his  gradua- 
tion day  he  was  selected  from  a  large  number  to 
be  the  salutatorian  of  his  class.  That  was  the 
first  step  in  the  career  of  the  poor  farmer  lad. 
Influenced,  perhaps,  by  the  example  of  the  glo- 
rious men  of  his  native  State  who  had  gone  De- 
fore  him.  the  great  Webster  and  the  great 
Choate, — men  who  have  made  the  legislative 
halls  of  this  State  and  of  the  United  States  so 
ring  that  the  great  sons  of  Massachusetts  have 
looked  to  the  great  sons  of  New  Hampshire  and 
said,  "There,  indeed,  are  men  of  whom  we 
should  be  proud,''— Albert  Palmer,  following  in 
their  footsteps,  when  his  student  days  at  Dart- 
mouth College  were  over,  turned  his  eyes  tow- 
ards Boston,  and  in  1860  we  find  Albert  Palmer, 
the  graduate  of  Dartmouth,  in  the  Boston  Latin 
School  as  a  tutor  under  one  who  for  almost 
twenty  years  had  been  the  head  master,  Dr. 
Gardner,  instructing  the  boys  in  those  studies 
and  those  principles  which  go  to  make  up  an 
ornamental,  a  good  and  an  honorable  life.  Then 
we  find  Albert  Palmer  representing  the  district 
of  Roxbury— the  first  Norfolk  district— in  the 
House  of  Representatives  and  afterwards  in  the 
State  Senate.  We  find  him,  after  a  varied 
course  in  political  life,  following  the  footsteps 
of  a  party  of  which  he  was  a  member  even  at 
the  time  of  his  death.  Why  he  had  reason  to 
change  certain  political  principles  which  he 
held  m  his  earlier  years  is  not  a  subject  for  us  to 
enter  into,  but  what  we  may  say  is  this,  that 
having  turned  his  face  in  that  direction,  we  find 
that  his  party  was  his  lode-star  whose  influ- 
ence he  followed,  and  his  fellow-citizens, 
after  a  time,  thought  him  so  good  and 
so  honorable  a  man  that  they  gathered 
together  and  gave  him  the  office  ot  chief  mag- 
istrate of  this  city.  I  would  add,  in  the  language 
of  an  author  whose  works  he  delighted  to  read, 
that  even  in  the  most  stormy  periods  of  his  ca- 
reer he  seemed  to  say : 

"Ibimus,  O  socii  comitesque!  Nil  desperan- 
dum  dum  Teucri  duce  et  auspice  Teucro,  Oras 
ingens  iterabimus  aequor." 

C'Oh,  go  with  me,  my  comrades  and  associates. 
Never  despair  while  Teucer  is  your  leader  and 
Teucer  is  your  guide.") 

We  might  change  that  and  say  that  he  seemed 
to  say :  '  Ibimus,  0  socii  comitesque !  Nil  des- 
perandum  dum  honore  duce  et  auspice  honore." 

("Oh,  go  with  rne.my  comrades  and  associates, 
and  never  despair,  while  honor  is  your  leader 
and  honor  is  your  guide.") 

I  think,  gentlemen  of  the  Council,  you  will 
agree  that  nonor  was  his  leader  and  honor  was 
his  guide,  and  you  will  also  say  that  as  the  chief 
magistrate  of  this  city  his  eloquence  was  not 
only  heard  for  those  who  were  high  in  life,  but 
when  occasion  called  he  frequently  turned  to 
the  people  in  all  sections  of  this  land,  and  even 
cast  his  eyes  across  the  sea,  and  spoke  for  the 
freedom  of  man  and  for  the  freedom  of  those 
who  were  down  trodden.  All  those  who  have 
heard  his  voice,  and  who  have  felt  that  he  has 
been  of  some  service  to  his  fellow  citizens,  will 
gather,  as  we  do  now,  not  in  bodv  perhaps,  but 
in  spirit,  to  say  of  Albert  Palmer  of  Roxbury, 
'Resquiescat  in  pace." 


Mr.  Whall  said : 

Mr.  President— As  the  midnight  alarm  bell, 
that  arouses  us  from  our  peaceful  slumbers, 
came  the  sudden  and  unexpected  news  on 
Saturday  last  that  Albert  Palmer  was  no  more. 
It  seems  but  yesterday,  when,  at  the  call  of 
the  present  speaker,  Albert  Palmer  rose  before 
a  representative  body  of  Boston's  citizens,  and, 
in  response  to  a  toast  to  the  city  of  Boston,  deli- 
vered his  final  speech,  extolling  the  city  of  his 
adoption,  apologizing  for  nothing,  but  honoring 
her  every  good  work.  And  it  was  fitting,  Mr. 
President,  that  he  who  had  lived  among  us  and 
had  fought  his  good  fight  witn  us  should  make 
in  our  behalf  his  last  argument,  should  for  our 
sake  deliver  the  last  speech  that  God  would 
vouchsafe  to  him  to  pronounce  in  public.  My 
colleagues  of  the  Council,  Mr.  President,  have 
alluded  to  the  noble  characteristics  of  the  dear 
and  dead  one.  We  have  all  heard  of  the 
grand  oratorical  abilities  of  Mr.  Palmer;  we 
have  all  known  that  he  was  an  orator 
whose  words  were  something  more  than  words, 
whose  sonorous  sentences  and  classic  periods 
meant  something  more  than  the  literary  feast 
to  the  ear  of  the  scholar  and  the  eye  of  the 
citizen.  Behind  and  underneath  all  his  words 
and  sentences  and  periods  were  thoughts,  living 
thoughts,  that  showed  the  man  to  be  a  scholar, 
a  philosopher,  and  a  lover  of  the  people.  We 
have  also  heard  of  the  scholarly  attainments  of 
Mr.  Palmer.  Time  does  not  now  suffice  to  dwell 
upon  them.  But  there  have  been  two  charac- 
teristics of  Mr.  Palmer  which  have  probably  not 
been  dilated  upon  sufficiently,  and  they  were 
these :  First,  his  most  perfect  and  most  scrupu- 
lous honesty ;  and  second,  his  unparalleled  mod- 
esty. Whether  you  search  the  record  of  Albert 
Palmer  through  his  mercantile  career  or  scan 
his  actions  and  deeds  while  in  public  life,  foe 
and  friend  with  one  accord  will  unite  in  the 
consensus  that  in  all  these  acts  Albert  Palmer 
was  an  honest  man.  In  mercantile  life  his  re- 
putation was  without  a  cloud.  In  political  life 
never  did  his  direst  enemy  accuse  him  of  pol- 
luting his  fingers  with  aught  that  was  dishonor- 
able or  unfitting  in  the  life  of  a  public  man. 
But  I  desire,  Mr.  President,  to  call  attention 
to  a  characteristic  that  may  have  escaped  us, 
and  that  was  the  unparalleled  modesty  of  the 
man.  Here  was  a  man  equipped  with  all  the 
talents  which  a  generous  God  could  have  en- 
dowed a  mortal  man ;  prepared  witli  an  educa- 
tion such  as  few  of  our  countrymen  receive; 
armed  and  ready  for  the  fight  in  political  life ; 
and  still,  when  the  voice  of  censure  was  raised 
against  him,  the  man  was  so  modest,  was  so 
distrustful  of  his  own  worth,  and  I  may  say  of 
his  own  motives,  that  he  accepted  the  popular 
or  the  passing  verdict  and  bowed  low  his  head. 
The  time  has  come,  or  is  coming'  fast,  if  it  is  not 
here,  when  every  act  of  Albert  Palmer  will  be 
viewed  not  in  the  light  of  the  carping  critics  who 
passed  their  criticisms  upon  it  at  the  time  of 
the  performance  of  the  act,  but  it  will  be 
viewed  from  the  same  ground  that  Mr.  Palmer 
took  when  he  performed  the  act.  And  now, 
sir,  it  seems  most  fitting  that  here  in  this  city 
that  has  boasted  of  such  orators  as  Webster,  of 
Choate,  of  Everett,  and  of  Phillips,  when  a  great 
orator,  a  clarion-voiced  apostle  of  the  people, 
has  departed,  we,  as  the  representatives  of  the 
people  of  this  city,  should  come  to  lay  our 
tribute  of  affection  at  his  grave.  It  is  most  fit- 
ting also  that  here  in  this  city  where  scholar- 
ship is  ripe,  where  we  boast  of  our  institutions 
of  learning,  that  he  who  was  pre-eminently  a 
scholar  should  claim  from  us  the  laurel  wreath ; 
and  it  is  more  fitting  still  that  we  who  boast  of 
good  and  honest  government,  who  pride  our- 
selves upon  the  integrity  of  our  merchants,  and 
the  pure,  unsullied  reputation  of  our  civil  ad- 
ministrators, should,  when  such  a  man  as 
Albert  Palmer— a  man  of  unquestioned  hon- 
esty, a  man  of  unparalleled  modesty- 
passes  from  our  midst,  pay  to  him  the  meed 
of  praise  that  is  due,  and  it  is  well  for  us  now 
before  the  open  grave  to  give  to  his  bereaved 
family  our  profoundest  sympathy.    And  when 
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the  mold  shall  have  closed  upon  all  that  is  left 
of  him,  we  may  not  rear  monuments  of  brass 
or  marble,  but  we  will  rear  what  to  him  would 
be  dearer  still.  We  will  rear  that  unseen  mon- 
ument of  affection  and  sympathy;  and  we 
Know  that  in  that  fatherland,  when  his  spirit 
has  passed  that  bourne  from  which  no  traveller 
returns,  that  looking  down  upon  us,  his  soul 
will  be  glad  that  we  sympathize  with  him  and 
that  we  gave  to  him  our  heart's  fondest  and 
best  affection. 

Mr.  Ladd  said : 

Mr.  President— I  trust  I  do  not  intrude  upon 
the  programme,  but  if  so  I  urge  as  my  excuse 
that  I  had  the  honor  of  a  personal  acquaintance 
with  Albert  Palmer,  and  it  will  always  be  a  joy 
to  me  that  such  was  the  fact.  I  shall  always 
cherish  his  memory  as  one  of  the  dearest  of  my 
friends.  He  and  I  were  born  in  adjoining  towns 
in  New  Hampshire,  and  I  think  I  may  truly  call 
him  my  neighbor.  His  was  an  example  that 
might  well  be  emulated.  His  eloquence  and  his 
logic  flowed  with  the  surpassing  beauty  and  the 
resistless  force  of  the  mountain  streams  of  his 
native  State.  I  rise  simply  to  emphasize  one 
thought,  and  it  is  this:  1  hat  his  career  and  his 
life,  from  the  beginning  to  the  close,  may  well 
be  regarded  as  an  incentive  to  the  youth  of  our 
country.  No  man  in  this  country  now,  for  more 
than  250  years,  has  felt  or  had  just  occasion  to 
feel,  that  however  lowly  might  have  been  his 
origin,  however  obscure  might  have  been  his 
birth,  the  gifts  of  the  highest  and  the  positions 
of  the  proudest  are  not  all  within  his  reach. 
Albert  Palmer  was  a  shining  example  of  the 
truth  of  this  proposition.  He  was  truly  one  of 
nature's  noblemen.  Another  of  the  noble  sons 
of  New  Hampshire  lias  gone,  and  I  am  glad  that 
his  example  was  so  noble  that  it  may  justly  be 
regarded  as  an  encouragement  to  those  of  us 
who  are  left. 

Mr,  Fowler  said : 

Mr.  President— It  was  my  privilege  and  good 
fortune  to  enjoy  a  long  and  pleasant  acquain- 
tance with  our  departed  friend  and  distin- 
guished fellow-citizen,  Albert  Palmer.  It  was 
always  a  sufficient  passport  to  his  presence  and 
friendship  to  be  able  to  say  that  you,  like  him, 
was  a  son  of  the  Granite  State,  and  when  you 
had  told  him  that,  and  he  had  asked  you  a  few 
questions,  he  at  once  admitted  you  to  a  sort  of 
kinship,  as  it  were,  for  he  was  extremely  proud 
of  his  native  State,  of  her  mountains,  of  her 
lakes,  of  her  rivers,  of  her  Revolutionary  record 
and  her  record  in  the  war  for  the  suppression  of 
the  rebellion,  and  last  but  not  least,  of  the 
record  of  her  distinguished  sons.  During  a  con- 
siderable period  of  his  business  career  at  Rox- 
bury,  his  office  adjoined  that  of  the  late  Judge 
Henry  W.  Fuller,  who  was  born  like  myself  in 
the  capital  city  of  New  Hampshire,  and  who, 
like  our  departed  friend,  died  at  Roxbury  but 
a  year  or  two  ago,  in  the  prime  of  manhood, 
stricken  down  by  the  same  dread  pneumonia 
which  in  these  days  is  fatal  to  so  many,  and  no 
more  enjoyable  hour  could  be  spent  anywhere 
by  a  son  of  the  Granite  State  than  by  stepping 
into  Albert  Palmer's  office  and  asking  him  to 
visit  with  you  Judge  Fuller's  office.  Mr.  Pal- 
mer possessed  not  only  a  thorough  and  accurate 
knowledge'  of  the  history  and  geography  of 
his  native  State,  but  also  an  interesting  fund  of 
anecdote  connected  with  her  more  distinguished 
citizens. 

The  last  time  I  saw  Mr.  Palmer  alive  was  at 
the  late  receptiou  given  to  the  Queen  of  the 
Sandwich  Islands  by  the  city  of  Boston,  and  in 
the  few  moments'  conversation  I  had  with  him 
he  complained  of  a  chillness,  and  it  is  prebable 
that  there  he  exposed  himself  to  a  draught  of 
cold  air,  or  in  some  other  way  caught  the  cold 
which  resulted  in  his  untimely  death. 

Mr.  President— Boston  has  honored  with  her 
mayoralty  a  long  and  distinguished  list  of  her 
foremost  citizens,  but  among  them  all,  with 
possibly  one  or  two  exceptions,  there  were 
none  so  eloquent  as  the  deceased,  but  per- 
haps   the    most   prominent  attributes    of   his 


character  were  bis  faithful  devotion  to 
whatever  business  be  might  have  in  hand, 
and  his  charming  simplicity  of  manner. 
This  was  manifested  in  the  cheerful  words  of 
greeting  be  had  for  all  his  friends,  and  in  his 
kind  and  considerate  treatment  of  all  with 
whom  he  had  dealings.  Graduating  from  Dart- 
mouth College  in  1858.  second  in  a  large  class,  he 
made  it  a  rule  of  his  after  life  to  do  well  what- 
ever came  to  his  hands  to  do,  and  it  may 
be  truly  said  of  him  that  he  adorned 
every  public  position  to  which  he  was 
called,  and  reflected  credit  upon  himself  and 
his  constituents.  While  to  us  who  are 
left,  it  seems  particularly  sad  that  our  friend 
should  be  so  suddenly  stricken  down  in  the 
midst  of  so  busy  a  life  as  he  led,  with  so  much 
usefulness  before  him.  Still,  it  is  pleasant  to 
reflect  that  when  the  summons  came  he  was 
ready,  and  his  example  of  usefulness,  of  cheer- 
fulness, of  kind  consideration  for  the  feelings 
and  wishes  of  others,  and  of  doing  well  what- 
ever he  was  called  upon  to  do,  is  well  worthy  of 
the  emulation  of  us  all. 

The  resolutions  and  order  were  read  a  second 
time  and  passed  by  a  unanimous  rising  vote. 


An  order  which  came  frem  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men to  appoint  a  joint  special  committee  to  attend 
the  funeral,  was  passed  in  concurrence  under  sus- 
pension of  the  rule.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Whit- 
more,  it  was  voted  that  the  President  and  seven 
members  of  the  Council  be  appointed  said  com- 
mittee on  the  part  of  the  Council  to  join  with 
the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen. 

The  President  appointed  to  act  with  him  on 
said  committee  Messrs.  Whitmore,  Blume,  R. 
Sullivan,  Shaw,  Mahoney,  Fowler  and  Keliher, 
and  announced  that  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee were  desired  to  meet  in  the  aldermanic 
reception  room  after  the  meeting. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order— That  His 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  order  the  flags 
to  be  displayed  on  city  buildings  at  half-mast  on 
the  day  of  the  funeral  of  the  deceased  ex-Mayor. 

Passed.    Sent  up. 

Adjourned  at  1.06  P.M.,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Whall. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Monday,  May  23,  1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
4  P.M.,  Aid.  DonovaD,  chairman,  presiding. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll  the  reading  of  the 
record  of  the  last  meeting  was  dispensed  with. 

Forty  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  Su- 
perior Criminal  Court,  June  term. 

HEARINGS  ON  ORDERS  OF  NOTICE  AT  4  P.M. 

1.  On  petition  of  Robert  R.  Wiley,  for  leave  to 
project  a  bay  window  from  18  Soley  street, 
Charlestown. 

2.  On  petition  of  Lydston  &  Wiggin,  for  leave 
to  project  two  bay  windows  from  building  444 
Main  street,  Charlestown. 

No  objections.  Referred  to  Committee  on  In- 
spection of  Buildings  (Aid.) 

3.  On  petition  of  George  M.  Strong,  for  license 
to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  steam  engine  at  187 
and  189  Sumner  street,  East  Boston. 

No  objections.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Steam  Engines. 

4.  On  the  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Vine  street,  Ward  3. 

5.  On  the  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Bennington  street,  East  Boston. 

6.  On  the  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Cooper  street,  Ward  7. 

7.  On  the  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Motte  street,  Ward  16. 

8.  On  the  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Maple  street,  Ward  21. 

9.  On  the  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Pleasant  street,  Ward  24. 

10.  On  the  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Tappan  street,  Ward  23. 

11.  On  the  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Carson  street,  Dorchester. 

12.  On  the  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Bennett  street,  Ward  25. 

No  objections.  Recommitted  to  Committee  on 
Sewers  (Aid.) 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENTS. 

Messages  were  received  from  the  mayor  mak- 
ing the  following  appointmenls : 
Albert  A.  Durham  to  be  a  weigher  of  coal. 
William  W.  Marsh  to  be  an  undertaker. 

BEACON-HILL  RESERVOIR. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  mayor  trans- 
mitting a  communication  from  the  city  archi- 
tect asking  to  be  relieved  from  farther  charge 
of  the  old  Beacon-hill  reservoir  site. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Aid.  McLaughlin,  to 
the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Reservoir  Lot. 

NEW  BRIDGE  TO  CAMBRIDGE. 

The  following  was  received : 

Executive  Department,        ) 
May  23, 1887. J 
To  the  Honorable  City  Council. 

Gentlemen.— I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you 
that,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
legislative  act  of  the  present  year,  entitled  "An 
Act  in  further  amendment  of  an  act  to  author- 
ize the  cities  of  Boston  and  Cambridge  to  con- 
struct and  maintain  a  bridge  over  Charles 
river,"  the  board  of  commissioners  mentioned  in 
said  act  will  consist  of  the  mayor  of  Boston,  the 
mayor  of  Cambridge,  and  Mr.  Leander  Greeley 
of  Cambridgeport.  The  mayor  of  Boston  has 
been  made  chairman,  and  Mr.  Walter  H.  French 
secretary  of  the  commission ;  Mr.  William  Jack- 
son has  been  selected  as  engineer  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  bridge.  By  the  provisions  of 
the  act,  the  commissioners  are  "authorized  and 
required"  to  construct  the  bridge  forthwith. 
Hence  they  believe  in  taking  active  measures  to 
push  the  work,  and  for  that  purpose  it  is  desira- 
ble that  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  in  order  to 
defrav  its  share  of  the  cost  of  building,  should 
provide  for  requisitions  that  may  be  made  by 
the  commissioners  at  an  early  day,  as  the  engi- 
neer has  already  commenced  work. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Read  and  sent  down. 


NEEDS  OF  SEWER  DEPARTMENT. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  mayor  trans- 
mitting for  the  consideration  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil, a  communication  from  the  superintendent 
of  sewers,  concerning  the  condition  and  needs 
of  his  department  as  follows: 

Office  of 
Superintendent  of  Sewers,  ] 
Boston,  May  16, 1887. 
Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Dear  Sir- -In  view  of  the  fact  that  by  act  of 
the  State  Legislature  more  money  is  likely  to 
he  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  city  for  the  pur- 
pose of  increasing  the  appropriations, 

I  should  like  to  submit  to  your  honor  some 
points  in  relation  to  the  Sewer  Department  re- 
quiring immediate  action. 

The  amount  of  money  appropriated  to  carry- 
on  the  department  for  the  year  commencing 
May  1,  1887,  namely  $150,000,  is  insufficient  for  the 
maintenance  alone,  and  the  building  of  new 
sewers,  the  cost  to  come  out  of  this  appropriation. 
is  completely  out  of  question, 

I  am  satisfied  that  to  maintain,  the  depart- 
ment as  it  should  be,  (by  maintenance,  I  mean 
the  examining,  cleaning,  and  repairing  of  sew- 
ers, building  of  catch-basins  and  man-holes  and 
small  sewers  rendered  necessary  by  some  emer- 
gency,) would  require  an  appropriation  of  S200,- 
000,  and  where  new  systems  of  sewers  or  exten- 
sive repairs  on  old  sewers  are  required  an  extra 
amount  should  be  appropriated. 

Complaints  are  continually  coming  to  hand  of 
defective  drainage,  in  the  more  populous  part 
of  the  city,  that  have  to  rely  on  old  wooden 
sewers,  many  of  which  are  badly  decayed,  some 
partly  fallen  in,  and  most  of  them  filled  with 
sludge. 

Nearly  all  of  the  "South  Cove,"  parts  of  East 
Boston,  the  Ward  and  Vancouver  streets  dis- 
trict, and  South  Boston," are  particularly  bad; 
complaints  and  petitions  from  these  districts  are 
very  frequent,  particularly  after  a  storm,  and  as 
most  of  the  land  has  been  taxed  for  drainage, 
or  the  owners  willing  to  pay  for  it,  they  have  the 
right  to  demand  proper  drainage  to  protect 
their  health  and  business. 

In  the  sections  mentioned  above,  and  a  num- 
ber of  minor  places,  the  improvements  to  be 
made  consist  almost  wholly  in  rebuilding. 

The  outlying  districts  of  Brighton,  West  Rox- 
bury,  Dorchester,  etc.,  are  rapidly  developing, 
and  must  be  sewered. 

Therelwere  loans  made  for  sewering  these  dis- 
tricts, but  they  were  totally  inadequate ;  the  bal- 
ances are  so  small  as  to  warrant  the  department 
in  building  but  a  small  fraction  of  the  sewers  al- 
ready petitioned  for. 

People  do  not  petition  for  a  sewer,  knowing 
that  three  quarters  of  the  cost  is  to  be  paid  by 
them,  until  a  necessity  actually  exists. 

In  Roxbury  and  Dorchester  no  sewers  can  be 
built,  unless  they  are  charged  to  the  sewer  ap- 
propriation, as  the  balance  of  the  loans  are  very 
small. 

In  the  outlying  districts,  I  am  desirous  of 
making  complete  surveys  and  estimates  of  the 
cost  of  sewers,  and  placing  upon  paper  compre- 
hensive plans  for  the  sewering  of  these  districts 
when  fully  developed,  in  order  that  when  neces- 
sity exists  for  any  sewers,  they  can  be  started 
without  delay  and  made  to  conform  to  a  plan 
which  will  ensure  that  no  work  be  done  twice. 

These  plans  will  also  be  very  useful  as  an  in- 
dication to  the  Street  Department  and  other 
departments  of  what  will  eventually  be  re- 
quired in  the  matter  of  sewers. 

In  the  matter  of  surveys  and  examinations, 
I  am  anxious  also  to  have  plans  made  of  the  ex- 
isting sewers,  as  questions  of  importance  are 
often  brought  up  in  relation  to  them,  and  the 
plans  in  the  department  are  very  defective, 
often  obliging  us  to  confess  ignorance. 

The  cost  of  making  these  surveys  and  exami- 
nations I  have  included  in  the  following  schedule 
of  estimates  on  work  for  which  an  immediate 
and  pressing  necessity  exists. 

This  schedule  I  have  divided  into  districts,  as 
follows: 

East  Boston. 

Streets  in  which  are  sewers  needing  repairs  or 
rebuilding,  or  for  which  there  are  petitions  for 
sewers  on  hand:  Bremen,  Mavetick,  Brooks, 
Havret  Marion,  Chelsea,  Decatur,  Sumner, 
Maverick,  Bennington,  Border  streets,  Chelsea 
streets,  Chelsea  street,  Moore  street,  Lamson 
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street   outlets,    Breed's  Island    and  50  catch  - 
basins. 

Cost g66,400  ©0 

Balance  of  loan 34,917  46 

831,482  54 
Call .' 832,000 

City  Proper. 
Streets  in  which  are  sewers  needing  repairs  or 
rebuilding,  or  for  which  there  are  petitions  on 
hand :  Essex  street,  Harrison  avenue,  Lincoln, 
Oxford,  Edinboro,  Kingston,  Tyler,  Hudson, 
Kneeland,  Beach,  Oak,  Oneida,  Knapp,  Har- 
vard, South  Russell,  Merrimac,  Billerica,  Nor- 
man, Willard,  Canal,  Pitts,  Cooper,  Morton, 
Haverhill,  Beverly,  Commerce,  Salem,  Albion, 
Village,  Emerald,  Middlesex,  Suffolk,  Hing- 
ham,  Motte,  Paul,  Ltica,  Winter,  Fayette,  Bay, 
Arch  streets,  Harrison  avenue  and  Chickering 
place,  passageway  on  backway,  Central  wharf, 
Atlantic  avenue  and  Falmouth  street. 

Cost , ...#103,160  00 

City  proper 827,829  18 

Beacon  street 4,365  10 

Balance  of  loans 32,194  28 

870,965  72 
Call 872,000 

Dorchester  and  South  Boston. 

Streets  in  which  are  sewers  needing  repairs  or 
rebuilding  or  for  which  there  are  petitions  for 
sewers  on  hand :  Dorchester  avenue,  C,  D,  7th 
Silver,  Gold,  Dove,  Granite,  Baldwin,  Preble 
streets,  Port  Norfolk  District,  Ashmont,  Cedar 
Grove,  Fenton,  Westville,  Bowdoin,  Washing- 
ton, Carson,  Harlow,  Commercial,  Harvard,  Kil- 
ton,  Howard,  Buttonwood,  Newport,  Harbor 
View,  Magnolia,  Leeds,  Washington,  Rand. 
Withington,  Tona,  Waterloo,  Whitfield,  Winter, 
Minot,  Boston,  Wayland,  Duncan,  Fuller, 
Columbia,  Tuttle  avenue,  Sawyer  avenue,  Mose- 
ley  avenne,  Sydney  place,  and  Pleasant  street, 
Connecting  common  sewers  with  Auckland 
street  sewer,  connection  of  latter  with  Main 
Intercepting  system  with  overflows  and  on  Com- 
mercial street,  at  Commercial  point. 

Cost §173,844  00 

Balance  of  loans— 

"Ashmont" 8*3,428  60 

"Auckland  street"     7,730  92 

"Dorchester" 378  03 

"South  Boston"...     4.184  10 

; 55,721  65 

8118,122  35 
Call 8118,000 

Brighton. 

Streets  or  districts  in  which  are  sewers  need- 
ing repairs  or  rebuilding,  or  for  which  there  are 
petitions  for  sewers  on  hand : 

District  about  Parsons  street. 

District  about  Everett  and  Lincoln  streets. 

District  about  Market  and  NorthBeacon  streets 

District  about  Brooks  street. 

District  about  Fanueil. 

Cost 8101,060  00 

Balance  of  loans 24,700  43 

876,359  57 
Call 877,000 

Roxbury  and  West  Roxbury  and  Jamaica 
Plain. 

District  about  Ward  and  Vancouver  streets. 

District  about  Belvue  avenue,  Roslindale, 
(north.) 

District  about  Roslindale,  (central  and  south.) 

District  about  Forest  Hills  and  Bussey  street. 

District  about  Lenox,  Tremont,  Cabot. 

District  about  Hammond,  Sawyer  streets,  and 
portions  of  Albany  streets. 
Cost 8178,478  00 

Balance  of  loans— 

Roxbury 82,489  68 

W.  Roxbury 25,933  41 

28,423  09 

8150,054  91 
Call... 8151,000 

Charlcstown. 
Streets  in  which  are  sewers  needing  repairs  or 
rebuilding,  or  for  which  there  are  petitions  for 
sewers  on  hand,  Austin,  Washington,  Lynde, 
Green,  Pearl,  Bartlett,  Columbia,  Cambridge, 
Main,  Furbush,  Sackville,  Charles,  Mead,  Rus- 
sell, Ludlow  iCibbetts,  Townsend,  Union,  Sum- 
mer, Monument,  Prescott,  Chelsea  streets  and 
Scott  court. 


Cost 821,200 

Balance  of  loan 4,899  80 

816,300  20 
Call 817,000 

SUMMARY. 

East  Boston 832,000 

City  Proper 72,000 

South  Boston  and  Dorchester 118,000 

Brighton 77,000 

Roxbury  and  West  Roxbury 151,000 

Charlestown 17,000 

For  surveys  and  plans 20,000 

8487,000 
Very  respectfully, 

Sbth  Perkins, 
Supt.  of  Sewers. 
Read  and  ordered  printed,  on  motion  of  Aid. 
Lee. 

ORDERS   COT  NOTICE  ON  PETITIONS. 

Orders  of  notice  were  passed  for  Monday,  June 
13  next,  at  4  o'clock  P.M.,  on  the  following  peti- 
tions : 

J.  M.  Martin,  for  license  to  erect  and  use  a  sta- 
tionery engine  of  one-horse  power  to  be  pro- 
pelled by  kerosene  oil,  at  2225  Washington 
street. 

Granular  Metal  Company,  for  license  to  erect 
and  use  a  stationary  steam  engine  of  15-horse 
power  and  15  brass  furnaces  on  Ruggles  street, 
near  Tremont  street. 

New  England  Conservatory  of  Music,  for 
license  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  engine  of 
six-horse  power  at  9  East  Newton  street. 

Orders  of  notice  were  passed  for  hearings  on 
Tuesday,  June  7,  on  the  expediency  of  granting 
the  following  petitions: 

Mrs.  B.  E,  Hastings,  for  leave  to  project  a  bay 
window  from  building  No.  166  Tremont  street, 
to  project  over  Mason  street. 

A.  J.  Bamford,  for  leave  to  project  a  bay  win- 
dow from  109-113  West  Newton  street. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health— Sarah  Marshall 
and  others,  that  an  alleged  nuisance  by  the  oc- 
cupation of  a  stable  on  Binney  street  be  abated. 

John  Thorburn,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  proposed 
wooden  building  for  40  horses  on  Call  street, 
next  to  Boston  &  Providence  railroad.  Ward  23. 

To  the  Committee  on  Electric  Wires— Bos- 
ton Electric  Light  Company,  for  the  privilege  of 
having  transferred  to  it  all  the  pole  rights 
granted  to  the  Brush  Electric  Lighting  Company, 
the  Merchants'  Electric  Light  and  Power  Com- 

Eany,  and   the  New  England  Weston  Electric 
'jght  Company. 

Brush  Electric  Lighting  Company,  Merchants' 
Electric  Light  and  Power  Company,  and; New 
England  Weston  Electric  Light  Company,  for 
leave  to  transfer  all  pole  rights  to  the  Boston 
Electric  Light  Company. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common,  Etc.— John  E. 
Blakemoreand  others,  that  a  play  ground  be 
provided  for  the  children  in  Roslindale,  Ward  23 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Common,  Etc.— Wil- 
liam Schmehl,  for  leave  to  remove  a  tree  which 
interferes  with  the  rebuilding  of  a  wall  in  front 
of  his  estate,  347  Washington  street,  Dorches- 
ter. 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Palmer,  for  leave  to  remove  a  dead 
tree  in  front  of  her  estate  on  Bellevue  street, 
corner  of  Park  street,  Ward  22. 

Susan  C.  Jackson,  for  the  removal  of  a  dead 
tree  and  the  planting  of  another  in  its  place  at 
88  Marlboro  street. 

George  L.  Thorndike  and  others,  that  the  park 
in  Maverick  square  be  seeded  with  grass,  the 
settees  be  removed  from  and  the  gates  at  :  aid 
square  be  closed. 
'  To  the  Committee  on  Police  (Aid.)— David  El- 
d ridge,  for  compensation  for  the  loss  of  fowls 
killed  by  dogs  May  18,  1887. 

Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  Com- 
pany, for  the  appointment  of  certain  of  its  em- 
ployees as  railroad  police. 

Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Company,  for  'the 
appointment  of  certain  of  its  employees  as  rail- 
road police. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  Enuincs,  Etc.— 
Rev.  Jos.  H.  Gallagher,  for  leave  to  locate 
and  use  steam  boiler  of  45-horse  power  for  heat- 
ing purposes  at  Mt.  Pleasant  avenue  and  Forest 
street,  Ward  20. 

Charles  H.  Doll,  2d,  for  leave  to  locate  and 
use  a  steam  boiler  of  30-horse  power  for  heating 
purposes  at  19-25  Eliot  street. 

Richards  &  Co.,  for  a  license  to  erect  and  use 
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a  furnace  lor  melting  solder  on  the  third  story 
of  building  60  Union  street,  Ward  7. 

To  the  Committee  on  the  Department  for  In- 
spection of  Buildings  (Aid.)— Richard  Morri- 
son, for  leave  to  excavate  the  basement  of  his 
estate  30-32  Causeway  street  to  grade  10. 

Mary  C.  Haskins,  for  leave  to  excavate  the 
basement  of  162-164  Lincoln  street  and  97-101 
Beach  street,  also  the  space  under  the  sidewalks 
at  said  premises,  to  grade  nine. 

Boston  Base  Ball  Association,  for  leave  to  erect 
a  board  fence  about  50  feet  long  and  60  feet  high 
on  its  grounds  in  rear  of  Berlin  street. 

Max  Cramer,  with  others  in  aid,  for  leave  to 
project  a  druggist's  mortar  from  building  1350 
Tremont  street,  corner  Texas  avenue 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps— Michael  H.  Red- 
dish and  others,  for  electric  light  on  Winslow 
street. 

John  T.  Callahan  and  others,  for  a  public 
lamp  in  rear  of  12  Washington  street,  Ward  5. 

A.  D.  Gould,  for  public  lamps  on  Gouldville 
terrace. 

Albert  Lewis,  trustee,  and  others,  for  public 
lights  in  St.  John  street.  Ward  23. 

John  T.  Callahan  and  others,  for  an  electric 
light  at  the  corner  of  Washington  and  Devens 
streets.  Ward  5. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims— Ellen  Loftus, 
for  compensation  for  personal  injuries  received 
Dec.  10,  1886,  from  an  alleged  defect  in  Union 
Park  street. 

Annie  L'Etourneau,  for  compensation  for  per- 
sonal injuries  received  from  an  alleged  defect 
in  Harrison  avenue,  Jan.  26,  1887. 

William  H.  Woods,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries to  horse  and  wagon  on  account  of  defects 
in  Granite  street. 

Bridget  Flaherty,  for  compensation  for  per- 
sonal injuries  received  from  an  alleged  defect 
in  G  street,  Feb.  19, 1885. 

To  the  Committee  on  Markets— Benj.  Johnson 
and  others,  for  a  change  in  the  hours  of  opening 
and  closing  Faneuil-hall  Market. 

To  the  Committee  on  Water— Mary  Martin, 
that  a  proper  discharge  be  given  by  the  city  of 
Boston  of  a  mortgage  given  by  her  husband  to 
said  city  of  certain  land  in  Newton. 

To  the  Street  Commissioners— J .  S.  H.  Cassin 
and  others,  that  the  name  of  Seaver  as  applied 
to  a  portion  of  Belmont  square  be  discontinued. 

To  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department—  Patrick 
Melley,  for  a  license  to  store  and  keep  for  sale 
oils  or  fluids  composed  wholly  or  in  part  of  the 
products  lof  petroleum,  at  123  .Charlestown 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  the  Department  Jor  the 
Inspection  of  Buildings— -John  Thorburn,  for 
leave  to  build  a  wooden  building  on  Call  street, 
J.  P.,  Ward  23. 

Cyrus  Butler,  for  leave  to  build  a  wooden 
building  on  Bramtree  street,  rear  Everett  street, 
Ward  25. 

H.  S.  RobinsoH,  for  leave  to  build  an  addition 
on  46  and  48  New  street,  Ward  2. 

To  the  Committee  on  Railroads — Boston  Con- 
solidated Street  Railway  Company,  for  the  right 
to  construct  curved  tracks  in  Haymarket  square 
at  corner  of  Beverly  and  Causeway  streets,  and 
at  corner  of  Prince  and  Causeway  streets,  and 
for  the  right  to  enter  upon  and  use  the  tracks  of 
the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  in  Cause- 
way street  between  Beverly  and  Prince  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  hewers.— Edward  F. 
Hallahan  and  others,  for  sewer  in  Midland 
street,  Ward  24. 

Hiram  H.  Collins  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in 
Withington  street,  180  feet  south  from  Euclid 
street,  Ward  24. 

James  Holland  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in  Aus- 
tin street,  between  Lawrence  street  and  Ruther- 
ford avenue. 

William  Tobin,  for  a  sewer  in  Centre  street, 
between  Paul  Gore  street  and  the  present  ter- 
minus of  the  sewer  in  Centre  street,  Ward  23. 

John  Driscoll  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in  Colum- 
bia street,  Ward  4. 

Charles  R.  Whitcomb  and  others,  for  a  sewer 
in  Poplar  street,  between  Washington  and  Ash- 
land streets.  Ward  23. 

William  Taylor  and  ethers,  for  a  sewer  in 
Poplar  and  Allen  streets. 

J.  C.  Harrington  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in 
Gladstone  street,  between  Waley  and  Breeds 
streets,  E.  B. 

George  H.  Poor,  trustee,  and  others,  for  a 
sewer  in  Chipman  street  about  300  feet  from  Nor- 
folk street. 


David  W.  Herrick,  for  a  sewer  in  Chestnut- 
Hill  avenue,  running  about  200  feet  southerly. 

Mrs.  Catherine  Hickey  and  others,  that  the 
sewer  in  Chambers  street  between  Ashland 
and  Spring  streets  be  rebuilt,  said  sewer  having 
been  complained  of  by  the  Board  of  Health  as 
a  nuisance. 

Mrs.  Minnie  Stone,  for'abaternent  of  the  sewer 
assessment  against  her  estate  on  Humboldt 
avenue. 

Robert  Treat  Paine,  that  the  sewer  assessment 
on  property  1042  Tremont  street  be  abated. 

Remonstrance  of  A.  K.  Spaulding  and  others, 
against  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Washing- 
ton street,  Ward  23,  between  Norfolk  street  and 
the  pumping  station. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving— Boston  & 
Providence  corporation,  that  the  bridge  and  ap- 
proaches thereto  over  its  tracks  at  Dudley 
avenue,  Ward  23,  be  closed  to  travel  during  the 
rebuilding  of  said  bridge. 

A.  J.  Bam  ford,  for  leave  to  construct  five  coal 
holes  in  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  estates  109,  111 
and  113  West  Newton  street. 

Andrew  C.  Slater,  to  place  Hyatt  lights  and 
construct  two  coal  holes  in  sidewalk  at  7  and  8 
and  17  and  19  Charlestown  street. 

Thomas  F.  McGuiness,  for  leave  to  excavate 
under  sidewalk  in  front  of  No.  14  Elm  street, 
Ward  7. 

Hazard  Stevens  and  others,  that  Eldon  and 
Rossiter  streets  and  Union  avenue  be  put  in 
proper  order,  and  that  edgestonesbe  set  in  said 
streets  and  avenue. 

N.  M.  Robbins  and  others,  for  paved  gutters, 
edgestones  and  catch  basins  in  Richfield  street, 
Dorchester,  and  that  said  street  be  put  in  order 
for  travel. 

John  Stetson  and  others,  that  Hayward  place 
be  paved  with  granite  blocks. 

Nash,  Spaulding  &  Co.  and  others,  that  Cen- 
tral street  betwen  Kilby  and  Broad  streets  be 
paved  with  asphalt. 

Hubert  Daly,  for  leave  to  excavate  a  space 
2x4  feet  under  the  sidewalk  at  estate  formerly 
14  Lyman  street. 

Charles  C.  Cobleigh  and  others,  that  North 
Harvard  street,  Allston,  be  watered  at  the  city's 
expense. 

Forest  Spring  Water  Company,  for  leave  to 
locate  a  stand  in  front  of  the  "Old  South"  on 
Milk  street  for  the  sale  of  spring  water. 

For  edgestones  in  front  of  estates,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Joseph  Breckinridge,  corner  Melville  avenue 
and  Allston  street,  Dorchester. 

Ellen  Reagan  and  others,  on  Bolton  street, 
South  Boston. 

Jeremiah  Hurley,  38  Clifton  street,  Ward  20. 

Anton  Oelschleger,  corner  Amory  and. Centre 
streets,  Ward  23. 

Linnie  W.  Boynton,  Allston  street,  near  Mel- 
ville avenue,  Dorchester. 

Albert  Leavitt,  in  Water  street,  opposite  High, 
Ward  24. 

Mary  E.  Polsey,  10  Waumbeck  street. 

George  B.  Thayer  and  others,  for  brick  side- 
walks where  not  already  laid  on  the  south  side 
of  Ashmont  street,  between  Dorchester  avenue 
and  Carruth  street,  Ward  24. 

For  brick  sidewalks,  as  follows : 

Mary  Digen,  144  E  /erett  street.  East  Boston. 

A.  P.  Vaughn  and  others,  82  to  94  inclusive 
Bord  street. 

Mary  J.  Horton,  456  East  Seventh  street. 

Arthur  F.  Kellough,  198  Havre  street,  East 
Boston. 

Mary  A.  Pierce,  53  Clifton  street,  Dorchester. 

J.  W.  Shapleigh,  186  Marlborough  street. 

Boston  Wharf  Company,  corner  Congress  ana 
A  streets. 

For  edgestones  and  brick  sidewalks,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Mrs.  Carrie  L.  Creber,  98  Blue  Hill  avenue. 

Harriet  G.  Emery,  548  and  550  East  Fifth  street, 
South  Boston. 

Patrick  O'Brien,  231  Cabot  street. 

J.  B.  Kendall,  West  Chester  park. 

Catherine  Lynch,  68  Baxter  street. 

Johnston  &  Potter,  southwest  corner  St.  Bo- 
tolph  and  Cumberland  streets. 

Charles  H.  Blodgett  and  J.  E.  Riley,  166-168 
Magnolia  street,  and  corner  Magnolia  and  Bird 
streets. 

John  Quirk,  to  move  a  wooden  building  from 
Poplar  street,  Ward  23,  across  said  street  to  new 
location  on  said  street. 

William  R.    Cavanagh,   to  move   a  wooden 
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building  from  Mt.  Hope  cemetery,  Ward  23,  to 
Berry  street.  Ward  23. 

William  R.  Cavanagh,  to  move  a  wooden 
building  from  Bailey  street,  Ward  24,  to  Fuller 
street,  Ward  24. 

William  R.  Cavanagh,  to  move  a  wooden 
building  from  Mt.  Hope  cemetery,  Ward  23,  to 
Berry  street,  Ward  23. 

To  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall  and  County 
Buildings — Daniel  P.  Sullivan  and  others,  for 
use  of  Faneuil  Hall  on  Monday  evening,  May  30 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Order  to  display  the  flags  on  city  buildings  at 
half-mast  on  the  day  of  the  funeral  of  the  de- 
ceased mayor.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

18.  Report  of  Street  Commissioners  on  matter 
of  widening  Beacon  street  between  Mt.  Vernon 
street  and  Tremont  street.    Plaoed  on  file. 

19.  Report  of  Street  Commissioners  on  matter 
of  widening  Harrison  avenue  from  Essex  street 
to  Beach  street.    Placed  on  file. 

20.  Substitute  for  order  passed  by  this  Board 
May  16.  allowing  compensation  to  Commission- 
ers on  Public  Cemeteries,  viz. :  "that  the  audi- 
tor be  authorized  to  allow  for  payment  such 
bills  for  services  as  any  member  or  members  of 
the  Commission  on  Public  Cemeteries  may  ren- 
der and  which  His  Honor  the  Mayor  may  ap- 
prove, provided  that  such  bills  do  not  in  the 
aggregate  exeeed  $500 ;  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  incidental  expenses." 

The  Board  concurred  in  the  passage  of  the 
substitute. 

21.  Order  requesting  directors  of  East  Boston 
ferries  to  allow  the  employees  of  the  Ferry  De- 
partment a  two  weeks'  vacation  without  loss  of 
pay,  and  to  arrange  for  the  payment  of  such 
employees  previous  to  the  taking  of  such  vaca- 
tion.   Passed  in  concurrence. 

22.  Order  requesting  the  mayor  to  instruct  the 
superintendent  of  Common,  etc.,  to  immedi- 
ately repair  and  put   in   good  order  the  stone 

dging  to  the  frog-pond  on  the  Common;  the 
expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Common,  etc.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

23.  Order  requesting  the  mayor  to  direct  the 
superintendent  of  Common,  etc.,  to  cause  the 
music-stand  on  the  Common  to  be  repaired  and 
put  in  order  before  July  1  next,  for  the  summer 
concerts;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  inci- 
dentals. 

Aid.  Carroll— Before  the  passage  of  the  or- 
der I  would  ask  some  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Common  if  he  can  give  us  the  information  as 
to  what  this  is  going  to  cost.  I  find  that  Ithis 
is  to  be  charged  to  incidentals.  It  seems  to 
me  that  that  is  not  so  much  but  that  it  ought 
to  be  taken  out  of  the  appropriation  for  Com- 
mon and  squares.  It  seems  to  me  an  indefinite 
way  of  putting  an  order  in  here  and  charging  it 
to  incidentals  without  knowing  what  it  is  going 
to  cost.  I  have  no  desire  to  antagonize  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order.  I  would  like  to  have  it 
passed,  but  I  would  like  information,  if  pos- 
sible. 

Aid.  Capen — As  a  member  of  the  committee, 
I  uon't  know  anything  about  it.  I  wasn't  in  the 
committee  when  that  was  brought  up. 

Aid.  Carroll— Then  I  move  that  the  matter 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Squares. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Common  and  Squares. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  in  the  chair. 

The  Laitten  Investigation. 

24.  Order  for  joint  special  committee,  consist- 
ing of  Messrs.  Foss,  Frost,  Hayes,  E.  Sullivan 
and  W.  H.  Murphy,  with  such  as  the  aldermen 
may  join,  to  investigate  and  report  upon  the 
charges  made  against  Councilman  Lauten  of 
Ward  14,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men May  2. 

Aid.  Donovan— I  move  to  amend  that  order  so 
that  it  shall  read  that  the  investigation  shall 
be  public,  and  that  the  committee  shall  have 
the  power  to  employ  a  stenographer.  I  under- 
stand the  gentlemen  upstairs  desire  an  investi- 
gation, and  I  desire  one  also,  but  I  desire  the  in- 
vestigation to  be  public,  so  that  the  entire  pub- 
lic shall  have  the  facts,  and  not  the  committee 
alone.  I  intend  that  the  public  shall  have  the 
full  facts,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned  in  this  mat- 
ter. All  the  charges  I  have  made  I  can  prove. 
I  can  prove  also  that  it  was  not  a  business  trans- 
action, but  an  extortion  on  the  part  of  these  two 
gentlemen. 


Aid.  Carroll— I  will  certainly  cheerfully 
support  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentle- 
man who  has  just  taken  his  seat.  This  is  a 
matter  which  has  been  very  disagreeable  to  me, 
and  my  having  any  connection  with  it  at  all 
was  simply  because  a  man  tried  to  appear  be- 
fore the  public  as  one  thing,  while  in  private  he 
was  everything  that  meant  the  opposite  to  hon- 
esty and  fair  dealing.  At  a  meeting  of  the 
Common  Council  the  other  night  a  gentleman, 
after  going  into  a  harangue  about  what  some 
alderman  said,  made  the  following  statement: 

On  the  following  Monday  the  alderman  from  the  sixth 
district  [he  meant  myself,  hat  had  not  the  courtesy  to 
name  me]  after  a  long  speech,  goes  on  to  say : 

A  woman  can  he  produced  who,  witli  the  permission  of 
this  Board,  will  stand  on  that  Hoor— audi  desire  the  news- 
paper correspi  indent  to  quote  me  correctly— a  widow,  the 
wife  of  a  dead  soldier,  who  has  on  her  person,  or  has  had, 
a  hook  wherein  it  is  shown  that  one  of  these  purifiers 
has  received  from  her  every  month  a  certain  stipend  of 
money,  which  he  charges,  as  he  has  led  her  to  helieve,  for 
his  support  and  his  influence  in  procuring  her  the  poor 
pittance  of  a  permit  to  sell  apples  and  other  fruit  and  a 
little  soda  at  the  entrance  of  the  park,  which  is  in  South 
Boston. 

Now,  I  would  like  to  qualify  that  statement  in 
one  respect.  It  was  not  monthly  that  this  un- 
fortunate woman  had  to  pay  these  gorillas ;  it 
was  weekly.  There  is  the  qualification  I  will 
make,  and  m  support  of  what  I  then  charged, 
and  which  I  can  prove  unless  death  inter- 
venes. The  book  is  in  existence.  I  saw  the 
woman;  I  have  seen  the  book,  and  I  have 
had  a  copy  made  by  a  lone  hand  from  the  book, 
with  the  items  charged.  When  they  say  it  is  a 
business  investment,  the  sooner  they  go  out  of 
that  kind  of  business  the  more  credit  it  will  be 
to  them  and  the  more  value  to  the  constituency 
they  represent.  The  gentleman  then  goes  on  to 
say: 

isow,  Mr.  President,  I  don't  propose  either  to  soil  or 
wash  anyhody's  political  linen. 

I  have  no  desire  to  wash  anybody's  linen,  but 
if  men  leave  the  clothes  to  gather  filth,  and  the 
dirt  can  be  seen,  I,  as  a  public  representative, 
have  a  right  to  cali  attention  to  the  fact  and  let 
the  public  see  it.    He  also  goes  on  to  say : 

I  think  1  have  the  right  to  conduct  my  private  business 
ana  affairs  and  investments  of  money,  without  any  alder- 
man's permission  or  censure. 

I  concede  that  right;  I  will  never  make  any 
objection  to  it,  but  he  must  remember  one 
thing;  when  he  is  doing  that  which  the  law  will 
not  allow,  and  which  it  does  not  tolerate,  it  is 
not  permissible  for  him  to  do  it.  When  he  as- 
sumes office  in  the  government  he  promises  to 
abide  by  the  laws  and  constitution,  and  when 
he  takes,  as  he  has  taken,  from  a  widow, 
as  his  colleague  in  crime  has  con- 
fessed to  me  in  the  presence  of  another 
member  of  this  Board,  he  is  doing  that 
which  the  law  will  not  tolerate  and  which  he 
cannot  defend.  It  is  not  my  desire  to  go  into  it, 
but  I  hope  when  this  committee  is  appointed  it 
will  be  a  committee  that  will  go  into  the  matter 
and  allow  us  to  find  people  as  they  stand.  Let 
us  call  things  by  their  proper  names.  The  man 
or  men  who  did  this  are  nothing  more  or  less 
than  thieves.  That  is  the  proper  name  for 
them,  and  such  a  transaction  has  no  right  to  be 
called  a  business  investment.  A  pickpocket 
when  caught  may  say  that  it  is  a  business  invest- 
ment for  him,  and  so  it  is.  This  gentleman  was 
a  member  of  the  government  from  the  first  of 
last  June  to  the  13th  of  September,  when  this 
woman  had  to  give  up  her  earnings  early  every 
morning  to  these  sharks,  who  must  have  their 
fee.  It  goes  even  further  than  that,  because 
the  woman,  probably  not  having  the  enterprise 
or  knowledge  of  business  that  others  have  in 
the  city  of  Boston,  they  even  had  the  cheek  and 
audacity  to  tell  her  that  she  was  not  making  a 
return  big  enough  for  the  investment.  That  is 
what  they  did— these  purifiers,  who  have  the 
cheek  and  audacity  to  attempt  to  purify  others. 
I  hope  there  will  be  an  investigation,  and  a 
public  one,  and  let  the  world  know  who  is  right 
and  who  wrong.  If  I  have  made  wrong  state- 
ments, I  am  willing  to  go  on  the  pillory  and  re- 
ceive the  crucifixion  that  any  man  should  re- 
ceive who  makes  a  statement  such  as  I  have 
made,  if  it  is  untrue. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order, 
as  amended,  was  passed. 

The  chairman  appointed  Aldermen  Lee, 
Haynes,  and  Sullivan  said  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  Board. 

Sent  down, 
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Aid.  Donovan  in  the  chair. 

CONFIRMATION  OF    EXECUTIVE    APPOINTMENTS, 

Under  unfinished  business  the  Board  pro- 
ceeded to  act  on  the  question  of  confirming  tb  6 
mayor's  appointments  submitted  at  the  last 
meeting. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll  it  was  voted  that  the 
names  under  No.  16  be  voted  for  on  one  ballot, 
viz.  : 

Appointments  of  His  Honor  the  Mayor  : 

16.  Charles  O.  Brackett,  W.  H.  Logan,  Patrick 
Grant  and  W.  C.  Huntress,  to  be  measurers  of 
grain. 

Committee — Aid.  Carroll,  Capen. 

Whole  number  of  ballots  10,  yes  9,  no  1,  and 
the  appointments  were  declared  confirmed. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan  it  was  voted  that 
the  names  under  No.  17  be  voted  for  on  one  bal- 
lot, viz : 

17.  Martin  S.  Carney  and  George  H.  Keyes,  to 
be  weighers  of  coal. 

Committtee— Ald„  Sullivan,  Bromwich. 
Whole  number  of  ballots  11,  yes   11,  and  the 
appointments  were  declared  confirmed. 

reports  of  City  officers. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  Board  of 
Health,  dated  May  23d,  inst.,  addressed  to  the 
City  Council,  stating  that  they  had  viewed  the 
various  places  along  the  line  of  Stony  Brook  in 
Jamaica  Plain,  suggested  as  suitable  locations 
for  a  bath  house  for  the  use  of  the  boys  in  that 
section  of  the  city,  and  in  its  opinion  none  of 
them  have  a  supply  of  water  during  the  summer 
months  sufficient  to  furnish  proper  bathing  fa- 
cilities. They  therefore  consider  it  inexpedient 
to  erect  a  building  there  for  the  purpose  named. 

The  report  was  returned  to  the  Board  of  Health, 
not  being  in  proper  form. 

Aid.  Lee  presented  reports  from  the  superin- 
tendent of  sewers,  giving  the  cost  of  construc- 
tion of  sewers  in  St.  John's  street.  West  Box- 
bury,  Sever  street,  Charlestown,  Perrin  street, 
Charlestown,  Rockview  street,  West  Roxbury, 
Winthrop  street,  Charlestown,  Holborn  street. 

Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Sewers. 

CAMBRIDGE-STREET  CROSSING  BOSTON  &  ALBANY 
RAILROAD. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Rail- 
road Commissioners  of  a  hearing  on  Tuesday, 
May  31,  inst.,  at  10  A.M.,  on  the  order  of  this 
Board  of  May  16  in  regard  to  an  alteration  in 
the  crossing  and  approaches  to  the  crossing  of 
Cambridge  street,  over  the  Boston  &  Albany 
railroad. 

Placed  on  file. 

HEARINGS  AT  5  P.M.   ON   ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

South  Boston  Railroad. 

13.  On  petition  of  South  Boston  Railroad  Com- 
pany, for  leave  to  construct  and  maintain 
double  tracks,  connecting  with  its  tracks  on 
Broadway  at  A  street,  and  extending  through  A 
street  and  Congress  street  to  Postoffice  square. 

No  one  appeared  to  object. 

The  Chairman— If  there  is  no  objection  the 
petition  will  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Railroads. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  certainly  would  like  to  have 
the  South  Boston  people,  or  those  representing 
them,  give  some  of  the  reasons  why  they  ask 
for  this  location,  believing,  as  I  do,  that  the  peo- 
ple of  South  Boston  are  the  ones  to  be  benefited, 
and  believing  that  will  be  the  argument  ad- 
vanced why  we  should  grant  these  rights,  as  one 
who  has  the  interests  of  that  section  as  much  at 
heart  as  any  member  of  the  Board.  It  strikes 
me  that  part  of  the  location  is  just  what  the  citi- 
zens of  South  Boston  want,  but  I  didn't  think 
they  went  far  enough  in  their  petition.  It  seems 
to  me  if  you  are  going  to  give  the  citizens  of 
South  Boston  anything,  you  ought  to  give  them 
something  in  reality.  So  far  as  I  under- 
stand this  petition,  it  affords  relief  as  far 
as  getting  to  the  corner  of  Congress  street  and 
Atlantic  avenue  is  concerned,  and  the  passen- 
gers are  left  there  and  I  suppose  have  to  go  a 
mile,  if  not  further,  to  the  boats.  Now,  if  pos- 
sible, I  would  like  to  have  that  order  brought  in 
so  that  the  South  Boston  railroad  would  have  an 
opportunity  to  get  to  the  boats.  Now  I  may  be 
mistaken,  but  I  am  taking  it  now  from  the  or- 
der as  it  reads.  The  order  states  down  A  to 
Congress  street  and  Postoffice  square.  Now  in 
asking  for  anything  they  might  as  well  ask   for 


that  which  the  citizens  of  South  Boston  want 
and  desire. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  think  the  alderman  oppo- 
site is  right.  The  South  Boston  Railroad  Com- 
pany should  ask  for  what  the  people  want  there. 
They  have  wanted  that  a  long  time,  but  still  the 
directors  of  the  road  have  been  very  modest  al- 
ways in  the  favors  they  have  asked  from  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  although  you  have  been 
very  good  to  them  lately,  and  if  their  request 
now  is  granted  they  may  come  in  and  ask  for 
more.  But  their  modesty  has  not  left  them  at 
present.  If  they  had  known  that  the  alderman 
opposite  had  the  feeling  he  has  on  the  matter 
they  would  have  askedf  for  more  than  they-  do 
at  the  present  time. 

Aid.  Carroll— May  I  ask  the  alderman  a 
question? 

Aid.  Bromwich— When  I  am  done.  Well,  I 
will  give  way. 

Aid.  Carroll— You  say  if  they  knew  I  pos- 
sessed such  a  liberal  spirit.  Have  I  not  always 
been  in  favor  of  it? 

Aid.  Bromwich— As  I  say,  if  they  had  known 
it  they  would  perhaps  have  had  it  amended. 
I  am  glad  it  has  been  brought  forward,  because 
the  alderman  and  myself  have  spoken  about  it, 
and  about  a  year  ago  they  were  asked  by  peti- 
tion to  run  down  to  the  steamers ;  but  I  siippose 
they  were  afraid  of  approaching  this  body,  so 
they  are  now  trying  to  get  a  little  at  a  time. 
Therefore  I  am  glad  it  has  been  broached. 

Aid.  Carroll— Mr.  Chairman. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  don't  give  way,  because  I 
am  afraid  of  what  the  alderman  is  going  to  say 
when  I  get  through.  I  don't  know  but  what  I 
had  better  give  way. 

Aid.  Carroll— If  the  South  Boston  railroad 
managers  know  anything  more  of  the  principles 
of  the  English  language  than  the  gentleman 
who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  I  don't  blame  them 
for  wondering  what  the  position  of  an  alderman 
is  in  speaking  on  any  question,  for  I  have  stated, 
as  plain  as  English  language  could  state  it,  not 
once  but  a  number  of  times,  but  twice  in  dif- 
ferent hearings  which  have  taken  place 
here,  that  I  was  not  only  in  favor  of 
that  thing,  but  pledged  myself  to  do 
everything  I  could  to  bring  it  about.  I  don't 
think  this  Board  of  Aldermen  expect  outsiders 
to  be  such  a  lot  of  beggars  that  they  should  go 
on  their  knees  to  anybody.  All  that  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  wants  is  men  to  present  reasonable 
requests,  and  when  that  is  done  they  are  gener- 
ally received  with  favor  Dy  members  of  the 
Board.  It  is  well-known  how  liberal  my  col- 
league from  South  Boston  lias  been  in  promot- 
ing everything  the  South  Boston  railroad  has 
wanted,  but  lie  has  been  no  more  so  than  I.  It 
is  a  question  with  me,  and,  I  think,  with  the 
South  Boston  people,  because  if  the  people  of 
South  Boston  do  not  want  the  location  and  are 
not  going  to  patronize  it,  it  would  not  be  a 
profitable  investment  for  the  South  Boston  rail- 
road, and  I  give  them  credit  for  intelligence 
enough  to  know  that  they  will  not  ask  for  tracks 
where  they  will  not  get  a  sufficient  return.  I 
think,  however,  it  is  the  unanimous  sentiment 
of  the  people  of  South  Boston  that  this  should 
be  done,  and  I  don't  think  the  alderman  in  talk- 
ing lias  said  things  to  express  the  views  of  the 
South  Boston  railroad  in  connection  with  that. 
If  he  has  expressed  the  truth  of  their  feelings, 
they  are  very  unfortunate  in  their  defendant. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  was  going  to  say  that  never 
will  I  rise  up  again  to  extol  the  alderman's  good- 
ness to  South  Boston  again  I  wish  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Board,  and  also  the  representatives 
of  the  South  Boston  Railroad  Company,  to  know 
how  verv  intelligent  and  how  very  persevering 
the  alderman  has  been  for  a  year  past  in  getting 
this  extension  of  their  tracks  to  the  boats,  and, 
although  he  doesn't  thank  me  for  for  it,  I  wish 
in  behalf  the  alderman  that  he  would  exhibit 
to  the  board  of  directors  or  to  the  president  of 
the  road,  if  you  like,  the  good  feelings  and  in- 
tentions of  the  gentleman  last  year,  of  the  gen- 
tleman who  now  gets  up  here  and  defames  him- 
self and  the  English  language.  Well,  you  must 
never  go  to  an  Englishman  to  speak  English. 
That  you  all  know,  out  I  hope  you  understand 
that  I  in  all  modesty  believe  that  you  wish  all 
the  things  done  that  you  have  referred  to  in 
your  remarks — to  extend  that  track  to  the  fer- 
ries for  one.  I  didn't  intend  to  slur,  but  because 
I  believe  we  have  talked  this  system  of  ferrie 
over,  I  certainly  feel  glad  that  you  feel  in  har- 
mony with  myself  on  the  matter. 
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Aid.  Carroll — I  rose  at  the  time  I  rose  for  in- 
formation, and  I  think  the  Chair  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  will  bear  me  out  in  that.  Now, 
if  there  is  any  member  of  this  Board  who  think 
I  have  received  any  information  from  the  mem 
ber  who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  I  must  say  he 
cannot  credit  me  with  intelligence.    I  asked  fo 
the  opinion  of  the  representatives  of  the  South 
Boston  railroad.    I  wanted  to  ask  from  those 
who  were  in  a  position  to  give  the  information. 
I  didn't  want  the  alderman  to  get  up  and  fire  off 
the  oratorical  effort  he  has  fired  off  to  influence 
the  opinions  of  the  members  of  the  Board.  That 
is  why  I  asked  the  Question. 

Aid.  Bromwich— Pardon  me  for  rising  as  I  do 
now,  but  really  I  thought  I  had  a  new  convert 
and  I  couldn't  help  feeling  exhilarated  over  it. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  don't  like  to  take  up  the  time 
of  the  Board,  and  I  certainly  apologize  for  it; 
but  I  must  say  that  the  remarkable  inconsisten- 
cies presented  here  by  the  gentleman  who  has 
just  taken  his  seat  are  something  amazing.  In 
the  first  place,  he  got  up  here  a  few  moments 
ago  and  talked  about  advocating  this  a  year 
ago,  and  now  he  says  he  thought  he  had  a  new 
convert.  Now  I  think,  in  light  ot  the  facts,  that 
he  has  placed  himself  before  the  public  in  a  pe- 
culiar position. 

President  Hersey— This  is  the  first  time  in 
my  experience  that  I  have  heard  the  modesty  of 
the  South  Boston  railroad  extolled.  It  seems 
that  we  are  not  here  asking  for  enough.  We  are 
asking  for  something  in  the  direction,  cer- 
tainly, that  the  alderman  who  last  spoke 
claimed  we  should  go.  This  will  form  a  portion 
of  that  route.  If  we  can  connect  on  Atlantic 
avenue  and  run  to  the  northern  depots  and  the 
Board  see  fit  to  grant  the  application1;  if  we  see 
fit  to  make  it,  very  well.  This  route  we  now 
ask  for  to  Postoffice  square  is  certainly  the  most 
direct,  the  least  obstructed  and  one  of  the  wid- 
est avenues  from  South  Boston.  It  will  leave 
Federal  street  largely  free  from  its  over- 
crowded condition.  We  are  now  up  to  the  limit 
of  cars  we  are  allowed  to  run  on  that  street, 
and  we  must  go  for  rapid  transit  through  Con- 
gress street.  We  have  not  yet  asked  to  go  to  the 
boats.  I  have  received  petitions  from  a  large 
number  of  people  in  South  Boston  asking  that 
we  should  do  that;  That  matter  has  not  yet 
come  before  our  board  of  directors,  and  I  can- 
not, of  course,  forestall  their  action.  I  should, 
of  course,  personally,  as  the  president  of  the 
road,  be  very  happy  to  have  this  route  granted 
us  by  which  the  people  of  South  Boston  could 
reach  the  northern  depots  and  the  boats,  il  ex- 
pected no  opposition  to  this,  and  I  don't  know 
that  any  has  been  made.  This  petition  I  speak 
of,  I  have  just  received  this  week.  It  came  un- 
solicited to  us,  and  I  don't  know  from  what 
source  it  emanated.  It  came  to  me  by  mail, 
signed  by  100  people  of  South  Boston. 

The  Chairman— Has  the  alderman  the  infor- 
mation he  desires? 

Aid,  Carroll— I  guess  I  have  got  all  I  can 
get. 

No  one  desiring  to  object  the  petition  was  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  Railroads. 

Metropolitan  Railroad. 

On  petition  of  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company 
for  a  location  for  a  third  track  on  Tremont 
street,  from  Sterling  street  to  Ruggles  street,  to 
connect  with  tracks  already  laid  in  said  street. 

No  objections.  Recommitted  to  Committee  on 
Railroads. 

On  petition  of  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany for  location  of  tracks  in  various  streets  in 
this  city,  and  for  the  right  to  use  electricity  as 
a  motive  power  on  their  tracks. 

President  Richards  appeared  for  the  company 
and  explained  the  object  of  the  various  locations 
petitioned  for.  [The  petition  is  given  in  full  in 
the  piweedings  of  this  Board  on  Feb.  7.]  The 
first  clause  contemplates  the  establishment  of  a 
new  route  from  Centre,  street  through  Lamar- 
tine.  Green  and  other  streets  to  Forest  Hills 
Station,  and  returning  to  Eliot  square.  It  will 
accommodate  a  large  and  growing  section,  and 
open  up  an  unsettled  territory.  Ihe  second  lo- 
cation is  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  connection 
between  the  staples  of  the  company  on  Wash- 
ington and  Trement  streets;  this  will  facilitate 
the  transfer  of  pars  from  one  line  to  another, 
and  especially  in  case  of  fire  or  blockades.  The 
third  location  is  to  connect  the  track  at  Up- 
ham's  Corner  with  the  track  on  Dorchester 
avenue,    by  a  track    through    Boston  street, 


which  will  accommodate  a  section  rapidly  grow- 
ing and  badly  needing  horse  car  accommodation. 
The  fourth  location,  on  East.  Chester  Park  ex- 
tension, from  Boston  street  to  Sweet,  street,  to 
connect  with  the  tracks  on  Northampton  street, 
will  enable  property  owners  to  build  upon 
vacant  land  and  bring  a  large  amount  of  taxable 
property  into  the  market.  This  is  a  continua- 
tion of  the  pioneer  workwhich  thecompany  has 
done  in  other  sections  of  the  city.  The  fifth  lo- 
cation is  to  lay  tracks  on  Sweet  street,  for  the 
same  purpose.  The  sixth,  through  Erie  avenue 
and  on  (-Hen  road  from  Blue-hill  avenue,  is  to 
enable  the  company  to  run  its  cars  to  the  front 
entrance  of  Franklin  park.  The  seventh  re- 
quest, for  tracks  in  Howard  street,  he  withdrew. 
as  also  he  withdrew  the  eighth  request  for 
tracks,  on  Marlborough  street  to  Arlington 
street,  and  thence  through  Beacon  street  to 
Charles  street,  that  location  having  been 
granted  to  the  West  End  Railway  Com- 
pany. The  ninth  request,  for  tracks  on 
Adams  street  and  Nepouset  avenue,  was 
to  afford  horse  car  facilities  to  the  peo- 
ple between  Field's  Corner  and  Neponset,  a 
section  rapidly  growing  and  badly  needing  such 
accommodation.  The  10th  request,  for  tracks 
from  Dartmouth  street  throftgh  Dedham  street 
to  Harrison  avenue,  is  for  the  accommodation 
of  a  section  of  the  city  which  is  not  at  present 
accommodated,  and  especially  for  the  young 
ladies  at  the  New  England  Conservatory  oi 
Music.  The  11th  is  to  extend  their  present  tracks 
on  Bowdoin  street.  Dorchester,  from  Geneva 
avenue  to  Washington  street,  and  is  simply  an 
extension  of  about  half  a  mile  for  the  purpose  of 
making  the  connection.  The  last  request  was 
for  permission  to  use  electricity  for  the  propell- 
ing of  cars  on  all  or  any  of  the  above  routes  or 
their  connections. 

No  one  appeared  to  object,  and  the  petition 
was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Rail- 
roads. 

In  reference  to  No.  14  on  the  programme,  for  a 
location  of  a  third  track  on  Tremont  street  from 
Sterling  street  to  Ruggles  street,  Mr.  Richards 
explained  that  it  was  necessitated  by  the  crowds 
attending  the  base-ball  matches,  and  he  called 
Mr.  Gould,  the  division  master  of  the  road,  to 
show  how  the  track  would  not  interfere  with 
travel  on  the  street,  and  Mr.  Sodan,  president  of 
the  base-ball  club,  who  testified  to  the  great 
necessity  for  such  accommodation,  and  to  enable 
Mr.  Richards  to  introduce  this  testimony  the 
Board  reconsidered  the  reference  of  the  peti- 
tion. Aid.  Maguire  stated  that  the  remonstrance 
of  property  owners  against  this  location  had 
been  withdrawn. 

The  petition  was  then  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Railroads. 

BATHHOUSE  AT  FOOT  OF  M  STREET. 

Aid.  Carroll  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Health,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  request  of  the  Board  of 
Health,  for  leave  to  hire  a  lot  of  land  adjacent 
to  the  foot  of  M  street,  as  a  location  for  a  wo- 
men's bathhouse,  having  considered  the  sub- 
ject, respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
following  order : 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  au- 
thorized, in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  city,  to 
hire,  for  a  term  of  five  years,  from  May  1,  1887,  a 
lot  of  land,  belonging  to  William  F.  Tufts,  adja- 
cent to  the  southerly  end  of  M  street,  South  Bos- 
ton, at  an  annual  rental  of  $50,  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Board  of  Health ;  said  land 
to  be  used  as  a  location  for  the  women's  bath- 
house now  located  at  the  foot  of  said  M  street. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

SCHOOLS  AND  SCHOOLHOUSES. 

Aid.  Carroll  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Schools  and  Schoolhouses, 
to  whom  was  referred  by  the  Common  Council 
the  order  to  provide  temporary  accommodations 
for  the  pupils  of  the  Gaston  School,  having  con- 
sidered the  subject,  respectfully  recommend 
reference  of  the  same  to  the  superintendent  of 
public  buildings. 

Accepted,  and  said  reference  ordered.  Sent 
down. 

The  Committee  on  Schools,  etc.,  to  whom  was 
referred  as  unfinished  business  of  last  year,  the 
request  of  the  School  Committee,  that  the  North 
Harvard-street  Schoolhouse  be  repaired  and  fit- 
ted for  the  use  of  grammar  and  primary  pupils, 


MAY     3  3,     1887 


540 


respectfully  recommend  reference  of  the  mat- 
ter to  the  superintendent  of  public  buildings. 

Accepted,  and  said  reference  ordered.  Sent 
down. 

The  Committee  on  Schools  and  Schoolhouses, 
to  whom  was  referred  by  the  Common  Council 
the  request  of  the  School  Committee,  that  the 
Everett  schoolyard,  Dorchester,  be  paved  and 
graded,  having  considered  tbe  subject,  respect- 
fully recommend  reference  of  the  same  to  the 
superintendent  of  public  buildings. 

Accepted,  and  said  reference  ordered.  Sent 
down. 

The  Committee  on  Schools,  etc.,  to  whom  was 
referred  by  the  Common  Council  the  notice 
from  the  School  Committee,  that  they  have  sur- 
rendered the  Hudson-street  Primary  School- 
house  to  the  City  Council,  having  considered  the 
subject,  respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  following  order : 

Ordered,  That  the  Hudson  -  street  Primary 
Schoolhouse,  recently  surrendered  to  the  City 
Council  by  the  School  Committee,  be  placed  in 
charge  of  the  superintendent  of  public  build- 
ings. 

Repert  accepted ;  order  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

The  Committee  on  Schools,  etc.,  to  whom  was 
referred  by  the  Common  Council,  the  request  of 
the  School  Committee  for  additional  land  for 
the  yard  of  the  Hyde  School  on  Hammon  street, 
having  considered  the  subject,  respectfully  re- 
port, that  although  it  may  be  desirable  to  enlarge 
the  yard  as  proposed,  the  committee  do  not 
deem  it  expedient  to  incur  the  additional  ex- 
pense at  the  present  time,  on  account  of  the 
established  limit  of  municipal  expenditure. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

The  Committee  on  Schools,  etc.,  to  whom  was 
referred  by  the  Common  Council,  the  request  of 
the  School  Committee  for  an  appropriation  of 
f 500  for  a  physical  laboratory  in  the  Girls'  High 
and  Latin  School,  having  considered  the  sub- 
ject, respectfully  recommend  that  the  request 
be  granted,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  to  provide  the  means. 

Accepted,  and  said  reference  ordered.  Sent 
down. 

The  Committee  on  Schools,  etc.,  to  whom  was 
referred  by  the  Common  Council,  the  request  of 
the  School  Committee  for  an  appropriation  of 
$1000  for  a  physical  laboratory  to  the  Boys'  Latin 
School,  to  properly  fit  the  pupils  for  Harvard 
College,  under  the  recent  changes  in  the  re- 
quirements therefor,  having  considered  the  sub- 
ject, respectfully  recommend  that  the-  request 
be  granted,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  to  provide  the  means. 

Accepted,  and  said  reference  ordered.  Sent 
down. 

NEW  WATER  WORKS. 

Aid.  Carroll  submitted  the  following: 
The  joint  special  committee,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  request  of  the  Water  Board  for  addi- 
tional appropriations  for  extending  the  Cochitu- 
ate  water  supply  and  protecting  its  purity,  hav- 
ing considered  the  subject,  respectfully  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  following  orders: 

1.  Ordered,  That  the  city  treasurer  be  author- 
ized to  borrow,  and  to  issue  certificates  of  in- 
debtedness therefor,  the  sum  of  $35,000,  the  same 
to  be  added  to  the  appropriation  for  additional 
supply  of  water,  and  to  be  expended  by  the  Bos- 
ton Water.  Board  in  purchasing  land  for  reser- 
voir No.  5,  on  Indian  brook,  in  the  towns  of 
Ashland  and  Hopkinton. 

2.  Ordered,  That  the  city  treasurer  be  author- 
ized to  borrow  the  sum  of  $90,000,  which  sum  is 
hereby  made  an  appropriation  for  the  improve- 
ment and  protection  of  the  water  supply,  to  be 
expended  by  the  Boston  Water  Board  for  the 
following  purposes: 

For  the  improvement  of  Lake  Cochituate  and 
Pegan  meadow,  $40,000. 

For  the  protection  of  tbe  purity  of  the  supply, 
by  agreements  with  the  towns  of  Framingham 
and  Marlboro,  the  sum  of  $50,000. 

3.  Ordered,  That  the  city  treasurer  be  author- 
ized to  borrow  the  sum  of  $150,000,  to  be  added 
to  the  appropriation  for  extensions  of  mains. 

The  report  was  accepted,  the  orders  were  read 
twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  and  put 
upon  their  passage. 

Aid.  Carroll— So  that  there  may  be  no  in- 
definiteness  about  that,  I  desirj  to  explain,  as 
chairman  of  the  committee,  as  best  I  can,  why 
they  ask  for  that  money ;  $35,000  is  for  the  pur- 


pose of  securing  the  land  for  a  new  basin.  I 
think  it  will  cost  us  about  $75  an  acre,  and  there 
is  no  extravagance  so  far  as  that  is  concerned, 
because  it  takes  in  quite  a  large  section  of  the 
country-  The  committee  felt,  and  the  commis- 
sioners felt,  with  the  progress  the  city  of  Boston 
is  making,  that  they  must  make  provision  for 
the  future  growth  of  the  city,  and  to  do  that 
they  must  now  contemplate  and  act  for  the 
future.  Later  on  they  will  have  to  come  in  and 
get  the  money  to  build  on  the  land,  which  wfll 
cost  in  the  neighborhood  of  $700,000.  As  we  go 
along  I  will  explain  the  items,  because  I  think 
they  ought  to  be  explained  so  that  every  mem- 
ber can  understand  them,  and  so  that  no  ques- 
tions will  have  to  be  asked. 

The  first  order  was  passed,  yeas  11,  nays  0. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the 
second  order. 

Aid.  Carroll— For  many  years  the  city  of 
Boston  has  been  suffering  from  the  sewage 
and  drainage  from  the  towns  of  Framingham 
and  Hopkinton,  and  other  sections  of  the 
country  over  there,  and  they  have  been  before 
the  Legislature  and  there  have  been  bills 
drawn,  and  it  has  not  been  until  this  year  that 
there  has  been  anything  like  a  reasonable  de- 
sire manifested  from  these  towns  to  aid  (K 
assist.  Some  of  them  are  now  in  such  a  condi- 
tion that  they  will  not  give  us  the  purity  of 
water  that  the  present  condition  of  things  de- 
mands. Now  Framingham  and  Marlboro  have 
expressed  the  desire  to  join  with  the  Water 
Board,  and  have  agreed  to  pay  their  proportional 
share.  There  are  other  places  where  we  have 
got  to  make  a  watershed  or  take  the  drainage 
away,  which,  as  the  members  of  the  Board 
know,  is  a  costly  matter.  What  is  asked  there 
has  been  before  your  Committee  on  Finance 
and  Committee  on  Water,  and  we  have  visited 
the  different  sections.  We  didn't  visit  the  sec- 
tion of  the  drainage,  but  the  Water  Commis- 
sioners in  their  report  showed  us  the  desires 
and  necessities  in  that  direction.  In  fact,  this 
is  the  most  important  item  of  the  whole  busi- 
ness, and  it  is  contemplated  that  the  new  im- 
proved dam  or  reservoir  lot  cost  $700,000  or  $800,- 
000.  This  $40,000  or  $90,000  is  more  important  to 
the  city  of  Boston  than  the  building  of  the  new 
reservoir  which  will  cost  so  much  money,  be- 
cause by  the  expenditure  of  this  money  you 
have  the  security  in  the  purity  of  your  water, 
which  is  demanded  by  the  citizens. 

The  second  order  was  passed,  yeas  11,  nays  0. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  third 
order. 

Aid.  Carroll  —  The  expenditure  of  that 
money  will  be  in  the  direction  of  improvement. 
It  takes  $110,000  out  of  $150,000  for  the  expendi- 
tures on  mains  in  East  Boston.  East  Boston  is 
still  in  a  very  peculiar  way  so  far  as  water  is 
concerned.  The  water  has  to  be  brought  and 
delivered  around  into  East  Boston  through 
Charlestown,  through  small  pipes,  and  there 
are  sections  in  East  Boston  where,  in  the  winter 
time,  when  a  large  waste  of  water  takes  place 
by  people  letting  their  water  run  so  as  to  pre- 
vent it  from  freezing,  it  is  safe  to  say  the  people, 
especially  those  on  high  ground,  do  not  receive 
anything  like  the  supply  they  should  receive 
for  the  amount  of  money  they  pay.  This  is  to 
obviate  that  by  having  a  new  system  of  enter- 
ing the  water  into  East  Boston  from  this  side. 
It  will  cost  at  least  the  sum  I  have  named.  The 
other  $40,000  is  for  the  extension  of  mains  out  in 
Dorchester  and  other  outlying  parts  of  the 
city. 

The  third  order  was  passed,  yeas  11,  nays  0. 

Sent  down. 

water  department. 

Aid.  Carroll  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Water,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  the  Women's  Christian 
Union  for  permission  to  place  a  drinking  foun- 
tain on  Green  street,  Jamaica  Plain.having  con- 
sidered the  subject,  respectfully  recommend 
reference  of  the  same  to  the  Water  Board. 

Accepted  and  said  reference  ordered;  sent 
down. 

The  Committee  on  Water,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred by  the  Common  Council  the  order  for  tho 
reservoir  on  Telegraph  hill  to  be  joined  to 
Thomas  park,  having  considered  the  subject, 
respectfully  recommend  reference  of  the  same 
to  the  Water  Board. 

Accepted  and  said  reference  ordered ;  sent 
down. 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  of  Fire  De- 
partment, to  whom  was  referred  the  order  for 
the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  to  consider 
the  expediency  of  locating  a  chemical  engine  in 
Canterbury,  so  called,  in  West  Koxbury,  having 
considered  the  subject,  respectfully  report  that 
the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Accepted  and  said  order  passed.    Sent  down. 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Fire  De- 
partment, to  whom  was  referred  by  the  Com- 
mon Council,  the  order  for  the  Board  of  Fire 
Commissioners  to  include  in  their  estimates  a 
s\im  sufficient  to  allow  for  an  increase  of  the  pay 
of  members  of  the  department,  respectfully  re- 
port no  action  necessary,  as  the  appropriation 
for  the  department  has  now  been  made. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  order  requesting  the  Board  of 
Fire  Commissioners  to  increase  the  salaries  of 
the  permanent  members  of  the  department,  ac- 
cording to  a  schedule  accompanying  the  order, 
with  instructions  to  report  the  additional 
amount  necessary  to  meet  the  proposed  in- 
crease— That  the  additional  amount  required  to 
carry  out  the  purpose  of  the  order  is  about  $38,- 
000,  and  your  committee  recommend  that  the 
order  be  referred  to  the  Board  of  Fire  Commis- 
sioners with  the  request  that  they  report  at  once 
their  opinion  as  to  the  expediency  of  increasing 
the  salaries  of  members  of  the  department  as 
proposed  in  the  order. 

Report  accepted  and  said  reference  ordered. 

Report  on  the  order,  referred  by  the  Common 
Council,  for  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners 
to  consider  the  expediency  of  making  Hook  and 
Ladder  Company  No.  12  a  permanent  company 
—That  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted  and  said  order  passed. 
Salaries  of  Fire  Commissioners. 

Report  on  the  ordinance,  referred  March  14, 
188  7,  to  amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordi- 
nances of  1885  so  as  to  increase  the  salaries  of 
the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  to  §3500  per 
annum— That  the  ordinance  ought  to  pass.  The 
ordinance  has  been  transmitted  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances  and  has  received  their  ap- 
proval, as  to  form,  as  required  by  the  joint 
rules. 

The  majority  report  was  accepted  and  the  or- 
dinance was  read  a  second  time  and  put  upon  its 
passage. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Lee  the  ordinance  was 
amended  by  adding  a  new  section :  "Section  2. 
This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  upon  its  pas- 
sage." 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— In  the  absence  of  Aid. 
Allen,  who  may  desire  to  act  upon  this  ordi- 
nance, and  who  is  unavoidably  detained  away 
from  the  Board  this  afternoon  by  a  death  in  his 
family,  I  move  to  specially  assign  to  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Board. 

Aid.  Lee— I  trust  that  this  ordinance  will  not 
be  assigned.  Had  the  alderman  given  us  any 
other  reason  than  the  one  which  he  has  given,  I 
certainly  would  have  made  no  opposition  to  it. 
But  it  seems  to  me  that  the  more  fact  of  the  ab- 
sence of  an  alderman  from  this  Board  today 
should  not  retard  the  passage  of  this  ordinance 
al  this  time.  It  has  been  held  in  the  Committee 
on  Fire  Department  and  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances to  the  disadvantage  of  the  members  of 
the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners.  Now  this 
committee  come  in  here  and  ask  that  this  ordi- 
nance may  be  passed  so  that  the  salaries  of  these 
commissioners  may  compare  favorably  with 
those  of  other  commissioners  in  this  city,  and 
also  compare  favorably  with  the  salaries  which 
the  commissioners  and  chief  engineers  of  Fire 
Departments  in  other  cities  receive;  and  who 
have  not  one  half  of  the  responsibility  that 
the  Fire  Commissioners  of  Boston  have 
today.  The  salaries  of  the  Fire  Com- 
missioners of  New  York  city  are  $5000  per 
annum.  The  salary  of  the  Fire  Commissioner  of 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  is  $5000,  and  I  believe  that 
within  a  week  or  10  days  the  amount  has  been 
increased  to  $0000.  The  chief  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment of  the  city  of  Chicago  receives  $5000  per 
annum.  The  chief  of  the  New  York  Fire  De- 
partment receives  $4500  per  annum.  The 
original  salary  of  the  Fire  Commissioners  of 
Boston  was  $3500  per  annum.  At  the  time  that 
certain  members  of  the  City  Council  took  it  into 
their  headj that  it  was  a  time  to  retrench,  and 
were  advocating  reform  in  several  of  the  depart- 


ments, and  in  fact  throughout  all  the  depart- 
ments, a  decrease  of  $500  was  made  in  the  sal- 
aries of  the  Fire  Commissioners,  and 
it  has  never  been  reinstated.  I  will  venture  to 
say  that  there  is  not  another  head  of  a  depart- 
ment nor  another  commission  within  the  city  of 
Boston  whose  salaries  have  not  been  placed 
back  where  they  were  in  1878,  I  believe.  Today 
the  Board  of  Police  of  the  city  of  Boston  re- 
ceives $4500  a  year.  If  the  Board  of  Police  are 
worth  $4500  a  year  today,  it  seems  to  me  it  is 
but  a  small  advance  in  the  salaries  of  your 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  to  pay  them  $3500 
a  year.  And,  sir,  at  the  time  the  Board  of  Fire 
Commissioners  were  receiving  $3500  a  year  was 
not  half  as  large  as  it  is  now.  nor  did  one  half 
the  responsibility  rest  upon  the  commissioners 
today.  Now  I  will  not  detain  the  Board  by  any 
further  remarks,  but  I  trust  that  the  members 
of  this  Board  will  see  the  wisdom  and  use  their 
good  judgment  on  placing  the  Board  of  Fire 
Commissioners  in  the  same  rank  that  you  have 
every  other  commission  and  every  other  head 
of  department,  because  I  believe  that  the  re- 
sponsibility for  life  and  limb  rests  with  that 
board,  and  I  believe  it  rests  more  upon  them 
than  it  does  upon  the  Board  of  Police,  who  are 
receiving  $4500.  I  trust  that  the  motion  to  as- 
sign will  not  prevail  and  that  the  alderman  on 
my  right  will  withdraw  it  in  good  grace. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  would  not  have  said  a  word 
on  this  matter  except  that  one  of  the  Board  be- 
ing absent  this  afternoon  I  must  say  I  do  not 
think  it  will  make  any  difference— certainly  it 
would  not  in  my  vote— if  it  is  delayed,  and  I 
would  rather  have  the  full  Board  present,  and  if 
it  will  not  make  any  difference  in  the  passing  of 
the  measure  to  have  it  assigned  for  another 
week,  I  would  like  to  have  it  assigned.  In 
courtesy  to  the  absent  member  of  the  Board  I 
would  like  to  have  it  assigned. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  trust  that  the  motion  to 
assign  will  prevail.  It  seems  to  me  there  is  no 
special  reason  for  rushing  this  ordinance  through 
at  this  time.  I  see  no  reason  why  it  cannot  be 
assigned  to  the  next  meeting  and  give  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  who  are  not  on  the  committee 
an  opportunity  to  make  inquiries  in  regard  to 
the  salaries  that  are  paid  in  other  cities  for  the 
same  service.  I  think  that  all  orders  of  this 
kind  should  lie  over  according  to  the  rules  of  the 
Board  for  one  week.  But  it  seems  to  be  the  cus- 
tom with  this  Board,  at  least  this  year,  to  sus- 
pend the  rules  upon  almost  every  question. 

Aid.  Lee— Does  the  alderman  think  that  I 
moved  to  suspend  the  rule? 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith-I  do. 

Aid.  Lee— I  made  no  such  motion.  The  ordi- 
nance having  been  read  when  it  was  offered,  it 
lakes  its  second  reading  today. 

The  Chairman— It  took  its  first  reading  on 
March  4. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  understand  that  the  com- 
missioners have  asked  for  this  increase,  hut  that 
is  no  reason  for  voting  for  it.  One  of  the  com- 
missioners is  certainly  a  new  member,  and  when 
he  accepted  the  office  I  don't  suppose  he  ex- 
pected to  get  an  increase  of  pay  before  his  year 
was  out.  while  I  may  vote  in  favor  of  it  at  the 
next  meeting,  if  it  is  laid  over,  I  do  not  feel  like 
voting  for  it  at  the  present  time.  I  trust  the 
motion  to  assign  will  be  carried. 

Aid.  CArroll— It  strikes  me  that  every  mem- 
ber has  his  mind  made  up  in  relation  to  this 
matter ;  and  if  not,  they  should  have.  Here  is 
an  order  which  has  laid  on  the  files  of  a  com- 
mittee a  long  time,  and  which  I  called  for  a 
report  on  at  the  last  meeting,  and  I  am  glad  that 
the  committee  thought  it  of  enough  importance 
to  have  a  meeting  and  make  a  report  today. 
One  vote  will  not  make  any  difference  in  the 
result,  and  should  not  be  a  cause  of  further 
delay.  I  think  that  the  members  of  this  Board 
have  made  up  their  minds  as  to  how  they  shall 
vote,  and  if  thev  have  not,  then  a  vote  will 
demonstrate  that  fact.  If  the  gentleman  who  is 
absent  was  to  be  opposed  to  the  ordinance,  that 
might  make  a  difference.  But  his  opinion  in 
i  egard  to  the  matter  is  not  shown  here  today, 
and  I  do  not  think  it  will  bo  discourteous  to  the 
absent  member  to  go  ahead  and  act  upon  the 
ordinance. 

Aid.  N.  Q.  Smith— I  did  not  make  that  motion 
in  order  to  obstruct  the  matter,  but  simply  be- 
cause the  amenities  of  life  ought  to  be  respected. 
Aid.  Allen  asked  me  by  letter  to  ask  the  Board 
to  suspend  action  on  certain  matters  that  were 
coming  up  this  afternoon,  and  he  asked  me  to 
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ask  the  Board  to  suspend  action  on  matters  in 
which  I  thought  he  might  he  interested.  This 
is  one  of  the  things  that  I  believe  he  is  interested 
in.  I  consider  that  just  as  binding  on  me  as 
though  he  had  specified  it  in  tke  letter.  I  do 
not  agree  with  the  alderman  on  my  right  that 
the  absence  of  the  alderman  will  make  no  dif- 
ference. I  believe  that  it  is  proper  to  suspend 
action  when  requested  by  a  member  who  is  un- 
avoidably absent.  'Whenever  that  is  asKed  I 
shall  always  be  ready  to  respond,  howeveT 
important  the  matter  may  be,  either  to  me 
personally  or  to  the  public.  I  believe  it 
is  simple  justice  to  one  of  the  twelve  mem- 
bers who  compose  this  small  Board  that 
that  much  consideration  should  be  shown 
towards  an  absent  member.  For  that  reason, 
and  that  reason  alone,  I  have  asked  that 
action  might  be  suspended  until  the  next  meet- 
ing. I  do  not  intend  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the 
measure  at  all  and  have  not  intended  to  make 
any  opposition  to  it,  but  to  simply  ask  that  the 
matter  might  be  held  in  abeyance  during  Aid. 
Allen's  unavoidable  absence. 

Aid.  Lee  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  and  the 
motion  to  assign  was  lost ;  yeas  5,  nays  6 : 

Yeas— Aid,  Bromwich,  Capen,  Haynes,  N.  G. 
Smith,  C.  W.  Smith— 5. 

Nays— Aid.  Carroll,  Donovan,  Lee,  Maguire, 
McLaughlin,  Sullivan— 6. 

The  ordar  as  amended  was  passed;  Aid.  Car- 
roll calling  for  the  yeas  and  nays ;  yeas  8,  nays  3 : 

Yeas— Aid.  Bromwich,  Carroll,  Donovan, 
Haynes.   Lee,   Maguire,  McLaughlin,  Sullivan 

Nays— Aid.  Capen,  N.  G.  Smith,  C.  W.  Smith 
—3. 

Aid.  Carroll  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.  Sent 
down. 

SEWERS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Sewers : 

Reports  and  orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on 
Tuesday,  May  31,  inst.,  at  4  o'clock,  P.M.,  on  the 
expediency  of  constructing  common  sewers,  as 
follows : 

In  Howard  and  Wayland  streets  and  through 
private  land  to  the  Dorchester-brook  sewer. 

In  Washington  street,  between  Parsons  and 
Harvard  streets. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed. 

Preambles  and  orders  for  the  construction  of 
common  sewers  as  follows : 

In  Eastburn  street,  Ward  25. 

hi  Waverly  street,  Ward  21,  between  Perrin 
and  Warren  streets. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
the  remonstrance  of  P.  S.  Yendell  and  D.  B. 
Steadman,  Jr.,  against  the  petition  of  Robert 
Swan  for  a  sewer  in  Winter  street,  Dorchester. 

Accepted. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  reports  with  the  following 
orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  sewer  assessment  of  $45.35 
levied  against  the  estate  of  George  G.  Morrison 
for  a  sewer  in  Linden  street.  Ward  25,  be  and  is 
hereby  abated,  on  account  of  no  benefit  derived, 
and  that  $32.39  of  said  amount  be  re-assessed  to 
Isaac  Pratt,  Jr.,  and  Henry  E.  Jones,  trustees. 

Ordered.  That  the  sewer  assessments  levied 
against  the  estate  of  Hannah  Holland  for  a 
sewer  in  Chelsea  street,  Ward  3,  amounting  to 
$32.22  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  abated  on  ac- 
count of  inability  to  pay. 

Ordered,  That  the  sewer  assessment  levied 
against  the  estate  of  James  Duffey  heirs,  for  a 
sewer  in  Lincoln  street.  Ward  25,  amounting  to 
$152.18,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  abated  on  ac- 
count of  inability  to  pay. 

Preamble  and  order  for  the  construction  of  a 
sewer  in  Montrose  street  and  order— That  tbe 
order  passed  April  25,  1887  by  this  board  for  the 
construction  of  a  sewer  in  Montrose  avenue,  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  rescinded. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  ruie. 

FOURTH  ASSISTANT  MESSENGER. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  reports  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances  that  the  ordinance  to  amend 
Chapter  11  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1885,  so 
as  to  provide  for  a  fourth  assistant  messenger, 
and  the  ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  6  of  the 
Revised  Ordinances  of  1885,  to  establish  the  sal- 
ary of  the  fourth  assistant  messenger  at  $600,  are 
in  proper  form,  and  recommending  reference  of 


the  same  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Contingent 
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Reports  accepted  and  said  reference  ordered. 
Sent  down. 

CLAIMS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  reports  from  tlie  Commit- 
tee on  Claims,  recommending  leave  to  withdraw 
on  the  following  petitions : 

Catherine  Murphy,  to  be  paid  tor  damages  to 
her  estate,  478  Seventh  street,  South  Boston, 
caused  by  blasting  by  city  employees. 

John  Murphy,  to  be  paid  for  damages  to  his 
estate,  476  Seventh  street,  South  Boston,  caused 
by  blasting  by  city  employees. 

Report  accepted.    Sent  down. 

FANEUIL  HALL. 

Aid.  Sullivan  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall,  recommending  that 
leave  be  granted  to  Daniel  T.  Sullivan  and 
others  for  the  use  of  said  hall  for  Monday  even- 
ing. May  30. 

Accepted,  and  leave  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions. 

FOURTH  OF  JULY. 

Aid  Sullivan  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Fourth  of  July  respectfully 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  following  order 
to  provide  for  the  expenditure  of  the  sum  ap- 
propriated for  the  celebration  of  the  coming 
Fourth  of  July: 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  appoint  two  persons  who  shall  have 
authority  to  expend,  subject  to  his  approval,  the 
amount  appropriated  for  the  celebration  of  the 
coming  Fourth  of  July,  according  to  the  pro- 
gramme prepared  and  arranged  by  the  special 
committee  appointed  for  the  purpose. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

STREETS. 

Aid.  Sullivan  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Laying  Out  and  Widening 
Street,  in  reply  to  the  order  for  said  committee 
to  report  to  the  City  Council  what  action,  if  any, 
has  been  taken  with  regard  to  the  laying  out 
and  widening  of  Ward  street,  having  considered 
the  subject,  respectfully  report  that  they  have 
ascertained  that  the  said  Ward  street  has  been 
laid  out  and  widened  between  Huntington 
avenue  and  Parker  street  by  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners,  and  that  the  construction  of 
said  Ward  street  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen. 

Accepted.    Seat  down. 

The  Committee  on  Laying  Out  aud  Widening 
Streets,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Glendon  Company  and  others  that  Falcon  street, 
between  Glendon  and  Putnam  streets,  be  ac- 
cepted and  laid  out,  having  considered  the  sub- 
ject, respectfully  recommend  reference  of  the 
same  to  the  Board  ol  Street  Commissioners. 

Accepted  and  said  reference  ordered.  Sent 
down. 

The  Committee  on  Laying  Out  and  Widening 
Streets,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  M 
F.  D'Arcy  and  others,  that  certain  streets  in 
East  Boston  may  be  laid  out  and  graded,  having 
considered  the  subject,  respectfully  recommend 
reference  of  the  same  to  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners. 

Accepted  and  said  reference  ordered.  Sent 
down. 

LAND  DAMAGES. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an  order  to  pay,  on  the 
usual  conditions,  to  Charles  H.  Wing  and 
Charles  F.  Curtis,  trustees  under  the  will  of 
Sewell  B.  Wing,  $65  for  land  taken  and  all  dam- 
age occasioned  by  the  widening  of  Boylston 
street  at  Jamaica  Plain,  by  a  resolve  and  order 
of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  passed 
July  1,  1886. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Aid.  Lee  in  the  chair. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Report  that  leave  be  granted  W.  R.  Cavanagh 
to  move  a  wooden  building  from  Commonwealth 
avenue,  Ward  22,  to  rear  of  same  avenue. 

Accepted,  and  leave  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions. 

Reports  and  orders  for  brick  sidewalks  in 
front  of  the  following  estates: 

Luther  Franks,  89  P  street. 


543 


BOARD     OF     ALDERMEN 


Andrew  A.  Reed,  101  Clifton  street 

Christopher  Blake,  107  and  109  Winthrop  street. 

James  V.  Devine,  40  and  42  Emerson  street. 

James  V.  Devine,  Emerson  street,  (northerly 
side,)  junotion  of  Third  street. 

Teresa  M.  Gallagher,  9  Perrin  street. 

James  V.  Devine,  875,  877, 883  and  885  B  roadway. 

George  Wheatland,  Jr.,  on  the  northerly  side 
of  Marlborough  street,  between  Chester  Park 
and  Ipswich  street. 

Anna  and  Sarah  Bird,  next  to  101  on  Clifton 
street. 

Rufus  B.  Carr,  11  Perrin  street. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

Reports  and  orders  for  edgestones  in  front  of 
the  followhig  estates : 

Caroline  H7  Klous,  corner  Maple  and  Wayn  e 
streets. 

Hannah  C.  Collar,  Maple  street  near  corner 
Sever  street. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

Reports  and  orders  for  edgestones  and  brick 
sidewalks  in  front  of  the  following  estates : 

William  Manning,  793  Third  street. 

Julia  Hartnett.  723  Seventh  street. 

George  E.  Harvey,  68  West  Cottage  street, 

Leonard  Day,  GI4  and  61G  Third  street. 

Ellen  A.  Johnston,  10G  and  108  H  street. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order  that  permission  be  granted 
M.  E.  Lee  to  protect  a  tree  front  of  No.  157  Broad- 
way, by  boxing  same,  provided  it  be  used  for  no 
other  purpose. 

Order  passed. 

Report  and  order  that  the  superintendent  of 
streets  be  authorized  to  remove  the  edgestone 
on  Humphreys  street,  at  its  junction  with  Elder 
street,  Ward  20. 

Report  accepted ;  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules. 

Report  and  order  granting  a  license,  on  the 
usual  conditions,  to  the  Boston  Athletic  Asso- 
ciation to  construct  and  maintain  an  excava- 
tion, to  be  covered  with  Hyatt  lights,  in  front  of 
estate  on  the  northerly  corner  of  Exeter  street 
and  St.  James  avenue. 

Report  accepted ;  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

ELECTRIC  WIRES. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Electric  Wires,  with  orders 
granting  permission,  on  the  usual  conditions,  to 
erect  poles  for  the  support  of  wires  as  follows : 

Brush  Electric  Lighting  Company,  three  poles 
on  Huntington  avenue,  three  poles  on  Copley 
square,  at  points  designated  by  red  dots  on  a 
plan  made  by  M.  W.  Fitzsimmons,  dated  April 

25,  1887. 

The  New  England  Telephone  and  Telegraph 
Company,  one  pole  on  Washington  street,  be- 
tween East  Springfield  street  and  East  Chester 
park,  at  a  point  designated  by  a  red  dot  on  a 
plan  made  by  Clarence  A.  Perkins,  dated  May 

26,  1886. 

Reports  accepted;  orders  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

ARMORIES. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Armories,  recommending  that  no 
further  action  be  taken  on  the  petition  of  Com- 
pany L,  First  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  for  an  appro- 
priation of  $1500  for  furnishing  and  repairing 
their  armory,  as  the  appropriation  has  been 
made. 

Accepted. 

PROJECTIONS  FROM   BUILDINGS. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Inspection  of  Buildings  (Aid.), 
recommending  that  leave  be  granted  as  follows : 

Harlow  K.  Woodward,  to  project  a  druggist's 
mortar  from  the  front  of  building  40  Bromrield 
street. 

..J.  B.  Billings,  to  project  a  bay  window  from 
362  Marlboro  street,  over  Hereford  street. 

Reports  accepted,  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

INSPECTION  OF  BUILDINGS. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Department 
for  the  Inspection  of  Buildings: 

Report  on  the  petitions  of  F.  O.  and  J.  F.  Reed 


for  leave  to  erect  two  wooden  buildings  on  Ar- 
lington avenue,  Ward  4— Recommending  that  the 
petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw  both  peti- 
tions. 

Laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Donovan. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  the  Fitchburg  Rail- 
road Corporation  to  build  a  wooden  freight 
house  on  Warren  avenue,  Ward  5 — Recommend- 
ing that  a  permit  be  granted  under  such  restric- 
tions and  conditions  as  the  inspector  of  build- 
ings may  see  fit  to  impose. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Reports  and  orders  authorizing  the  issuing 
of  permits,  on  the  usual  conditions,  to  erect 
wooden  buildings  as  follows : 

Tyler  Bros,  on  A  street,  Ward  13,  to  be  occu- 
pied for  storage  purposes. 

M.  D.  Safford,  for  the  Boston  Wharf  Com- 
pany, on  Congress  street,  Ward  13,  to  be  occu- 
pied for  mechanical  purposes. 

Report  accepted,  orders  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

Report  and  order  for  a  permit  to  build,  on  the 
usual  conditions,  a  wooden  addition  to  building 
on  First  street,  corner  of  Q  street,  Ward  14,  by 
the  South  Boston  Railroad  Company,  the  addi- 
tion to  be  occupied  for  storage  of  cars. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule,    Sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  as  follows: 

Recommending  that  licenses  be  granted  to 
sundry  newsboys  and  bootblacks. 

Recommending  that  licenses  be  granted  as 
follows : 

H.  R.  Dollman,  to  run  a  carriage  from  Forest 
Hills  station  to  Forest  Hills  cemetery,  on  Decora- 
tion day. 

James  Gilbert,  for  dramatic  and  musical  enter- 
tainment at  Oakland  Garden,  for  the  season 
ending  Aug.  1,  1887. 

William  Fletcher,  to  run  a  passenger  barge 
from  the  Fitchburg  railroad  station  to  the  har- 
bor steamers,  and  return  to  the  northern  depots. 

Boston  Cab  Company  to  run  barges  from  Bow- 
doin  square  and  the  harbor  excursion  steamers. 

Aid.  Carroll  asked  if  the  license  to  the  Bos- 
ton Cab  Company  was  to  establish  a  new  line, 
and  Aid.  McLaughlin  replied  that  it  was  simply 
a  renewal  of  the  license  which  was  formerly 
held  by  Mr.  Maynard,  who  had  sold  out  to  the 
Boston  Cab  Company,  and  this  was  a  continua- 
tion of  the  business  done  by  Mr.  Maynard. 

The  reports  were  accepted,  and  licenses 
granted  on  the  usual  conditions. 

TREES  TO  BE  TRIMMED. 

Aid.  Donovan  offered  an  order— That  the 
superintendent  of  Common,  etc.,  be  requested 
to  trim  the  trees  in  front  of  the  estate  of  Alfred 
V.  Lincoln,  32  Cordis  street,  Charlestown,  said 
trees  projecting  over  said  estate  so  as  to  inter- 
fere with  the  proposed  building  improvements, 

Passed,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Aid.  Capen  offered  an  order— That  G.  N. 
Fisher  be  allowed  to  trim  trees  in  front  of  his 
estate,  261  Bunker-Hill  street,  Charlestown,  at 
his  own  expense,  under  the  direction  of  the 
superintendent  of  Common. 

Passed,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

STANWOOD  AVENUE. 

Aid.  Capen  offered  an  order— That  the  super- 
intendent of  streets  be  requested  to  grade  and 
put  in  condition  for  public  travel  Stanwood 
avenue,  Dorchester,  as  laid  out  by  the  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Capen,  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving. 

MEMORIAL  DAY. 

Aid.  Carroll  offered  an  order— That  there  be 
allowed  and  paid  to  the  Charitable  Association 
of  the  Boston  Fire  Department,  and  the  Boston 
Veteran  Firemen's  Association,  the  sum  of  $100, 
to  be  expended  on  Decoration  dav  in  decorating 
the  graves  of  firemen  who  lost  their  lives  in  the 
service ;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  public  celebrations,  May  30th,  1877. 

Aid.  Carroll— At  this  late  hour  it  is  unneces- 
sary to  enter  into  details  in  regard  to  the  order 
which  I  have  just  offered.  But  as  I  understand, 
there  are  just  $100  left  in  the  appropriation  for 
public  celebrations  to  be  expended  on  the  30th 
of  May,  and  this  being  the  first  time  such  a  re- 
quest as  this  has  been  made,  I  think  we  shall 
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establish  a  precedent  that  our  successors  may 
always  well  bear  in  mind.  I  have  a  list  of  27 
known  people  that  the  Charitable  Society  has 
taken  care  of,  and  who  died  in  the  years  1845  to 
1886 ;  they  have  been  buried  in  the  lot  of  the  so- 
ciety or  hi  different  graves.  It  seems  to  me  it  is 
proper  for  us  to  appropriate  that  $100  as  a  fitting 
record  of  the  appreciation  of  the  city  of  Boston 
for  the  services  of  those  people  who  were  un- 
fortunate enough  to  meet  untimely  deaths  while 
in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule.    Sent  down. 

PARK  THEATRE. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  an  order— That  the  inspect- 
or of  buildings  be  requested  to  examine  and 
report  to  this  Board  if  in  his  opinion  the  Park 
Theatre  is  provided  with  ample  means  of  egress 
in  case  of  a  fire  or  panic  at  said  theatre. 

Referred  on  motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan  to  the 
Committee  on  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

PLAYGROUND  FOR  BRIGHTON  BOYS. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  an  order — That  the  superin- 
tendent of  Common  and  squares  be  requested  to 
provide  a  playground  for  the  boys  in  the  Brigh- 
ton district  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  .$175; 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Common  and  public  squares. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Sent  down. 

engine  house  no  6. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  an  order— That  the  city  ar- 
chitect be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  proceed 
with  the  construction  of  Engine  House  No.  6  on 
a  lot  of  land  on  Leverett  street,  belonging  to 
the  city  of  Boston,  according  to  plan  approved 
by  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners ;  the  ex- 
pense attending  same  to  be  charged  to  special 
appropriation  for  said  building. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Sent 
down. 

MASSACHUSETTS  AVENUE. 

Aid.  Maguire  offered  an  order— That  the  pay- 
ments to  the  contractor  for  grading  Massachu- 
setts avenue,  as  they  become  due,  shall  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Paving 
Department. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Capen,  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving, 

stony  brook— the  m'laughlin  claim. 

Aid.  Maguire  offered  an  order— That  there  be 
allowed  and  paid  to  Andrew  McLaughlin  the 
sum  of  $646  for  labor  performed  on  the  improve- 
ment of  Stony  brook  and  the  relinquishing  of 
his  contract;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  improvement  of  Stony  brook. 

Aid.  Maguire— That  order  refers  to  work  on 
a  section  of  the  Stony-brook  improvement.  A 
contract  was  awarded  to  Andrew  McLaughlin, 
and  a  matter  came  up  with  the  Boston  & 
Providence  Railroad  Company  hi  reference  to 
the  responsibility  of  going  under  their  railroad. 
The  contract  was  taken  from  him  after  the 
arrangement  was  made  with  the  railroad,  and 
it  caused  him  an  expense  of  five  hundred  and 
odd  dollars.  The  matter  came  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Stony  brook,  when  Aid.  Curtis  was 
chairman  of  it,  and  it  was  not  satisfactory. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Maguire,  the  order  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

GRADE  OF  ST.  JOHN   STREET. 

Aid.  Maguire  offered  an  order  — That  the 
Board  establish  the  revised  grade  of  St.  John 
street,  in  the  West  Roxbury  District,  as  shown 
by  dotted  red  lines  on  a  plan  and  profile  made 
by  Thomas  W.  Davis,  city  surveyor,  dated  Aug. 
1,  1885,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  said 
city  surveyor. 

PAVING  OF  DEVONSHIRE  STREET. 

Aid.  Maguire  offered  an  order  —  That  the 
superintendent  of  streets  be  authorized  to  pave 
Devonshire  street  with  granite  blocks,  between 
State  and  Water  streets;  expense  of  same  not 
to  exceed  $5000,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  paving. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  would  inquire  if  that  work 
is  not  being  done  now? 

Aid.  Maguire— Yes,  sir. 

Aid.  Sullivan— And  without  any  order  from 
this  Board? 

Aid.  Maguire— He  had  an  order  from  His 
Honor  the  Mayor,  but  the  auditor  told  me  he 


better  have  an  order  passed  by  this  Board,  and 
the  superintendent  gave  me  the  order  to  have  it 
approved. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  would  like  to  inquire  if  His 
Honor  the  Mayor  can  order  work  to  be  done 
without  an  order  of  this  Board?  If  so,  what  is 
the  necessity  for  bringing  the  order  into  this 
Board?  Can  the  chairman  of  the  Paving  Com- 
mittee answer  the  question? 

Aid.  Maguire— I  would  state  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving  gave  those  parties  a  hearing, 
and  they  represented  that  there  was  so  much 
noise  that  they  wanted  some  pavement  other 
than  granite  blocks.  During  the  consideration 
of  the  matter  by  the  committee,  as  I  understand, 
the  mayor  ordered  the  superintendent  of  streets 
to  go  ahead  and  pave  the  street  with  granite 
blocks.  Then  the  superintendent  of  streets 
came  before  the  committee  and  wished  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  the  usual 
form,  as  he  does  with  all  his  orders.  That  is  the 
reason  for  that  order  coming  in  here  today,  al- 
though the  committee  at  the  time  told  him  they 
thought  it  was  useless  to  bring  the  order  in  af- 
ter the  work  was  almost  completed.  But  he 
thought  that  in  justice  to  him  the  order  ought 
to  be  sent  down  and  approved  by  the  Board. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  believe  we  should  find  out 
who  has  charge  of  this  matter,  the  mayor  or  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  The  very  fact  that  the 
gentleman  sends  the  order  down  here  is  evi- 
dence that  he  feels  that  it  should  have  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  I  am  sur- 
prised that  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Paving  should  know  so  much  about  the  matter 
when  an  alderman  asks  him  a  question.  I  would 
like  to  know  if  he  has  tried  to  find  out  from  the 
corporation  counsel  what  are  our  rights  in  the 
premises? 

Aid.  Maguire— I  would  state  tnat  some  of  my 
colleagues  on  the  committee  can  probably  give 
that  information  better  than  I  can.  The  matter 
came  before  the  committee  when  I  was  sick 
and  was  not  at  the  meeting.  I  presume  that 
Aid.  Capen  can  give  the  information  the  alder- 
man asks  for. 

Aid.  Capen— I  will  state  my  connection  with 
this  matter  of  paving  Devonshire  street.  We 
gave  a  hearing  to  the  people  having  offices  on 
that  street.  Ex-Mayor  Prince  and  some  10  or  15 
others,  representing  property  there,  requested 
that  a  wood  pavement  be  laid.  Mr.  Maguire 
was  absent  from  the  meeting  of  the  committee 
and  Mr.  Bromwich  and  myself  were  there.  At 
the  next  meeting  I  requested  Colonel  Nettleton 
to  come  down  and  state  whether  we  had  any 
rights  in  the  matter,  I  having  learned  that  the 
mayor  had  told  the  superintendent  of  streets  to 
pave  the  street  with  granite  blocks,  no  matter 
whether  the  Board  of  Alderman  had  done 
nothing.  Colonel  Nettleton  came  before  the 
committee  and  stated  that  the  paving  of  Dev- 
onshire street  was  in  the  nature  of  repairs  and 
the  mayor  had  the  right  to  order  it  done,  and 
also  the  Board  of  Aldermen  had  the  same  right, 
provided  they  passed  the  order  before  the  su- 
perintendent had  paved  the  street.  In  this  case, 
as  we  had  not  passed  the  order,  and  the  mayor 
had  ordered  it,  the  superintendent  was  perfect- 
ly right.  Then  the  superintendent  said  he 
would  like  to  have  an  order  put  in  so  as  to  sanc- 
tiod  what  has  been  done.  I  said,  Mr.  Superin- 
tendent, I  don't  believe  in  acting  a  farce ;  what 
is  the  use  of  putting  us  on  record  as  ordering 
the  street  paved  with  granite  blocks  when 
every  man  in  Devonshire  street  does  not  want 
it,  and  when  we  don't  want  it? 

Aid.  Carroll— I  think  the  gentleman  states 
the  thing  as  the  corporation  counsel  himself 
states  it,  that  we  had  the  right.  Now  if  you 
take  into  consideration  the  fact  that  the  order 
was  stopped  here,  or  laid  on  the  table,  or  special- 
ly assigned,  or  some  other  action  of  that  kind,  I 
do  not  oelieve  that  a  quibble  of  that  kind  can 
be  made  upon  it.  We  repeatedly  lay  things  on 
the  table,  or  assign  them  for  the  purpose  of 
stopping  their  progress  until  we  can  get  infor- 
mation. Now  in  this  case  it  was  about  the  same 
way,  and  the  corporation  counsel  is  trying  to 
pull  them  out  of  a  hole  that  they  have  put  them- 
selves into.  I  say  it  is  about  time  for  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  to  assert  its  rights.  I  don't  care 
who  gave  the  order.  We  are  here  as  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  with  responsibilities  as 
well  as  those  who  gave  the  order,  and  if  we  are 
true  to  ourlconvictions  we  ought  to  maintain  our 
rights,  and  if  we  do  not  do  that  we  ought  not  to 
be  here  as  the  representatives  of  the  people. 
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For  one  I  am  opposed  to  this  contemptible  way 
oi  trying  to  get  people  out  of  a  hole  they  have 
got  themselves  into.  He  says  we  could  order  it. 
and  if  it  was  stated  to  him  that  the  matter  was 
assigned — 

Aid.  Capen— It  was. 

Aid.  Carroll— Then  it  is  out  of  his  province 
to  act.  This  is  one  of  similar  orders  that  I  want 
to  get  at  the  facts  about.  As  I  stated  the  other 
day,  when  they  came  down  here  to  put  an  order 
through  to  do  something,  I  wanted  to  rind  out 
whether  they  had  the  power.  According  to  the 
statement  of  the  gentleman  who  has  just  taken 
his  seat,  the  corporation  counsel  says  we  have 
the  power.  I  move  to  lay  on  the  taole  until  I 
can  acquaint  myself  with  the  facts. 

The  order  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Aid.  Donovan  offered  an  order— That  the  city 
clerk  be  directed  to  obtain  the  opinion  of  the 
corporation  counsel  what  right,  if  any,  that  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  have  in  directing  the  super- 
intendent of  streets  to  pave  any  street,  and 
whether  the  power  is  vested  in  His  Honor  the 
Mayor  or  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  would  like  to  amend  that 
order  by  inserting  after  "to  pave"  the  words  "or 
determine  the  characterlof  pavement  in." 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Donovan  the  passage  of  the 
order  was  reconsidered. 

Aid.  Carroll— What  I  desire  to  insert  in  that 
order  is  this:  The  members  will  remember  that 
Aid.  Capen,  in  speaking  of  what  the  corporation 
counsel  said,  he  made  the  statement  that  we 
had  a  right,  provided  the  mayor  had  not  ordered 
the  superintendent  to  do  something  before  we 
did. 

Aid,  Capen— That  is  it. 


Aid.  Carroll— The  Board  of  Aldermen  being 
surveyors  of  highways,  it  is  assumed  that  they 
know  whether  a  street  ought  to  be  paved  with 
granite,  or  asphalt,  or  wood.  Now,  I  want  to 
find  out  whether  the  mayor  can  go  outside  of 
the  pavement  laid  in  the  street  when  he  orders 
repairs  to  be  made.  I  want  to  know  if  he  i  can 
order  Kilby  street  paved  with  granite  blocks 
when  it  is  already  paved  with  asphalt.  I  want 
to  know  whether  we  or  the  mayor  have  that 
power.  What  I  want  may  be  in  that  resolution, 
but  I  don't  think  it  is.  Now,  I  am  led  to  believe 
that  they  are  already  paving  Kilby  street  and 
other  streets,  the  orders  in  regard  to  which  are 
now  lying  on  our  table  as  past  assignments.  I 
have  always  understood  that  this  Board  had 
the  right  to  say  what  a  street  should  be  paved 
with.    That  is  what  I  want  to  get  at. 

The  amendment  of  Aid.  Carroll  was  adopted 
and  the  order  passed  as  amended. 

I  BRICK  SIDEWALK. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an  order— That  the 
superintendent  of  streets  be  authorized  to  nave 
the  sidewalk  with  brick  in  front  of  estate  of 
Daniel  B,  Folts,  corner  Bremen  and  Sumner 
streets,  East  Boston,  one-half  the  cost  of  same 
to  be  assessed  on  said  Daniel  B.  Folts. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Aid.  Sullivan  called  up  No.  28,  order  relating 
to  ferry  tolls,  but  withdrew  at  the  request  of 
Aid.  N.  G.  Smith,  who  made  the  request  on  be- 
half of  Aid.  Allen. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Donovan  it  was  voted  that 
when  the  Board  adjourn  it  be  to  meet  on  Tues- 
day, May  31st  inst.,  at  4  P.M. 

Adjourned  at  7.37  P.M.  on  motion  of  Aid. 
Haynes. 
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Special  Meeting  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen. 


Thursday,  May  26,  1887. 
Special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
1  o'clock,  P.M.,  Aid.  Donovan,  chairman,  pre- 
siding.   Absent,  Aid.  Haynes. 
The  Board  assembled  under  the  following  call : 
City  of  Boston, 
Executive  Department, 
May  25.  1885. 
Joseph  H.  O'Neil,  Esq.,  City  Clerk. 

Sir,— You  are  hereby  directed  to  call  a  special 
meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men for  Thursday,  May  26,  1887,  at  1  o'clock, 
P.M.,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  action  relative 
to  the  visit  to  Boston  of  members  of  the  city 
government  of  Philadelphia. 
Yours  truly, 

Hugh  O'Brien.  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 

The  following  communication  was  received : 
City  of  Boston,        ) 
Executive  Department,  > 
•     May  25.  1887.  ) 

lo  the  Honorable,  the  City  Council. 
Gentlemen,— I  have   been  officially  notified 


that  a  large  delegation  of  the  City  Council  of 
Philadelphia  will  be  in  Boston  on  Friday  and 
Saturday  next,  some  40  in  number.  They  visit 
us  to  inspect  our  improvements  and  institutions 
and  to  obtain  information  about  our  municipal 
departments.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Phil- 
adelphia city  government  has  uniformly  shown 
representatives  of  the  Boston  City  Council  the 
greatest  attention  and  hospitality  when  visiting 
that  city,  I  take  the  liberty  to  call  you  together 
in  order  that  you  may  take  some  appropriate 
action. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

The  communication  was  sent  down. 

Aid.  Carroll  off  ere' 1  an  order— That  a  Join 
Special  Committee,  consisting  of  the  chairman 
and  four  other  members  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, with  such  as  the  Common  Council  may 
join,  be  appointed  to  make  arrangements  for 
entertaining  the  representatives  of  the  City 
Council  of  Philadelphia,  on  their  visit  to  this 
city ;  the  expense  thus  incurred  to  be  charged  to 
the  contingent  fund  of  joint  committees. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  under  sus- 
pension of  the  rule,  and  Aid.  Carroll  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  its  passage. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  11,  nays  0,  and  the 
chairman  appointed  Aid.  Carroll,  C.  W.  Smith, 
McLaughlin,  and  Bromwich,  to  act  with  him  as 
said  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Board.  Sent 
down. 

Adjourned,  at  1.10  P.M.,  on  motion  of  Aid 
Carroll. 
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CITY   OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of   the  Common    Council. 


Thursday,  May  26, 1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  at 
7.30  P.M.,  President  Barry  in  the  chair. 

By  direction  of  the  president  the  roll  was 
called* with  the  following  result: 

Present  —  Atwood,  Barry,  Blume,  Bowman, 
Burr,  Carroll,  Carstensen,  Chamherlain,  Coch- 
ran, Fisher,  Foss,  Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost,  Hag- 
Eerty,  Hayes,  Kelley,  Ladd,  Lattimore,  Lauten, 
eary,  Light,  McNary,  F.  Morison,  J.  J.  Murphy, 
Nunan,  Perkins.  Reilly,  Richards,  Sanger, 
Shaw,  Short,  E  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R. 
Sullivan,  Sundberg.  Teevens,  Tracy,  Tuttle, 
Whall,  Whitmore,  Wilson— 42. 

Absent— Clark,  Coleman,  Connolly,  Coyle, 
Davern,  Desmond,  Dewey,  Dolan,  Duggan, 
Dunn,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez, 
Harrington,  Keliher,  Kennedy,  Mahoney,  Mc- 
Enaney,  McKenna,  F.  R.  Morrison.  J.  Murphy, 
W.  H.  Murphy,  Norton.  O'Mealey,  Perry,  C.  C. 
Powers,  E.  J.  Powers,  Snow,  Thayer,  Webster 
—30. 

PAINTINGS  TO  BE  RESTORED. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order— That  the 
city  messenger  be  instructed  to  cause  the  oil 
paintings  in  the  Common  Council  chamber  to 
De  restored  and  put  in  proper  condition ;  the  ex- 
pense attending  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the 
contingent  fund  of  the  Common  Council. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Mr. 
Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

LEMONADE. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order— That  the 
president  be  authorized  to  approve  the  bill  for 
lemonade  furnished  at  this  meeting  to  the  mem- 
bers, officers  and  reporters,  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Common 
Council. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Mr. 
Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

to  report  in  print. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order— That  the 
Joint  Special  Committee  on  Kearsage  Burying- 
Ground  be  authorized  to  submit  their  report  in 
print;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  printing. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  desire  to  amend  that  order 
by  inserting  "and  the  Joint  Special  Committee 
on  the  Reservoir  Site."  That  is  a  joint  special 
committee  also  and  they  want  to  report  in 
print.  I  think  there  is  an  order  of  that  kind, 
but  I  cannot  find  it ;  so  I  move  to  amend  this 
order. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order 
as  amended  was  passed.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved 
to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

17th  of  JUNE. 

Mr.  Fowler  offered  an  order— That  the  City 
Hall  and  the  public  offices  be  closed  on  the  17th 
of  June,  and  that  flags  be  displayed  on  that  day 
on  the  public  buildings  and  grounds ;  any  ex- 
pense attending  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  the  contingent  fund  for  joint 
committees. 

Mr.  Whall— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  My 
point  of  order  is  this:  The  ordinances  of  the 
city  of  Boston  prescribe  when  City  Hall  shall  be 
closed.  My  point  of  order  is  that  by  a  simple 
order  we  cannot  repeal  an  ordinance.  I  move 
that  that  part  of  the  order  be  stricken  out  and 
the  part  relating  to  the  display  of  flags  remain. 

The  order  was  specially  assigned  to  8  o'clock 
P.  M.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fowler. 

Later  in  the  session  the  order  was  called  up  by 
Mr.  Fowler. 

Mr.  Whall— As  this  subject  is  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  now  in  the  form  of  a 
couple  of  ordinances,  and  they  are  considering 
it,  I  move  that  this  paper  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances. 

market. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  Mr.  R.  Sullivan 


submitted  a  report  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Markets,  on  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Johnson 
and  others,  lessees  of  stalls,  for  a  change  in  the 
hours  of  opening  and  closing  Faneuil-hall  Mar- 
ket—Recommending the  passage  of  the  follow- 
ing: 

Ordered,  That  on  and  after  the  first  Monday  in 
June,  1887,  and  until  otherwise  ordered,  the  hour 
for  opening  Faneuil-hall  Market  shall  be  as  fol- 
lews :  From  the  first  Monday  in  April  to  the  first 
Monday  in  October,  5.30  o'clock  A.M. ;  from  the 
first  Monday  in  October  to  the  first  Monday  in 
April,  the  hour  of  sunrise,  or  not  later  than  7 
o'clock  A.M. 

Also,  the  hour  for  closing  said  market  shall  be 
as  follows:  Each  week  day,  except  Saturday,  5 
o'clock  P.M.,  Saturdays  9  o'clock  P.M.  Holidays 
and  evenings  before  Thanksgiving  and  Christ- 
mas, the  hours  for  opening  and  closing  the  mar- 
ket to  be  the  same  as  heretofore  established. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed.    Mr.  R..  Sulli- 
van moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 
ventilation. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  Mr.  Carsten- 
sen submitted  a  report  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings,  on  the  order  in  regard  to  pro- 
viding better  ventilation  for  the  Aldermanic 
and  Common  Council  chambers— That  in  their 
opinion  the  introduction  of  electric  lights  has  to 
a  large  degree  obviated  the  necessity  for  better 
venti'ation  in  the  said  chambers,  and  no  further 
action  is  therefore  necessary  at  the  present 
time. 

Accepted.    Sent  up. 

OLD  FRANKLIN  SCHOOLHOUSE. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  Mr.  Carsten- 
sen submitted  a  report  from  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings,  on  the  petition  (referred  as 
unfinished  business  of  last  year)  of  Post  7,  G.  A. 
R.,  to  be  allowed  the  use  of  a  room  in  the  Old 
Franklin  Schoolhouse,  recommending  the  pas- 
sage of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  author- 
ized to  execute,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the 
city,  a  lease  to  Charles  Russell  Lowell  Post  7, 
G.  A.  R.,  of  the  room  on  the  third  floor  of  the 
Old  Franklin  Schoolhouse  building  on  Wash- 
ington street,  for  a  term  of  five  years  from  July, 
1887,  at  an  annual  rental  of  $l ;  on  condition  that 
said  Post  7  shall  make  all  necessary  repairs  and 
alterations,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  superinten- 
dent of  public  buildings;  and  also  on  condition 
that  the  city  may  terminate  said  lease  at  any 
time,  after  giving  three  months'  notice  to  said 
Post  7  of  its  intention  so  to  do. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.  Mr.  Carstensen  moved  to  re- 
consider; lost.    Sent  up. 

PRINTING  OF  AUDITOR'S   REPORT. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  Mr.  Whitmore 
submitted  a  report  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing  the  annual  report  of  the  city  auditor — 
That  the  order  ought  not  to  pass,  for  the  reason 
that  this  committee  is  authorized  under  the 
joint  rules  to  give  the  number  of  copies  of  any 
city  document  to  be  printed. 

Report  accepted,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whit- 
more, said  order  was  indefinitely  postponed  in 
non-concurrence.  Mr.  Whall  moved  to  re- 
consider; lost.    Notice  sent  up. 

BATH-HOUSE  NEAR  UNION  WHARF. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Murphy  offered  an  order— That  the 
Board  of  Health  be  requested  to  consider  and 
report  to  the  City  Council  as  to  the  expediency 
of  locating  a  bath-house  near  the  end  of  Union 
wharf,  Ward  6.  (The  same  report  was  submit- 
ted at  the  meeting  of  the  aldermen,  on  Monday 
last]. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  J.  J.  Murphy,  to 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Health. 

MARTIN  SCHOOLHOUSE. 

A  request  was  received  from  the  School  Com- 
mittee—That the  City  Council  be  requested  to 
cause  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  the  Martin  school- 
house  to  be  paved  with  brick. 

The  President— If  there  is  no  objection,  the 
order  will  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Schools  and  Schoolhouses. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  merely  wish  to  put  on  rec- 
ord that  I  have  grave  doubts  whether  that 
paper  ought  not  to  have  gone  to  the  Board  of 
Aldermen. 

By  direction  of  the  president,  the  clerk  read 
the  order  again. 
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Mr.  Whitmore— It  seems  to  me  it  is  entirely 
in  charge  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  I  move 
that  the  paper  he  transmitted  to  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  as  having  been  misdirected. 

The  President— No  objection  being  made, 
the  paper  will  be  sent  up. 

BATH-HOUSE  AT  JAMAICA  PLAIN. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  Board  of 
Health  in  response  to  the  order  approved  3d 
inst. — That  it  is  inexpedient  to  erect  a  building 
on  the  line  of  Stony  brook  for  a  bath-house  for 
boys,  on  account  of  insufficient  supply  of  water. 

Sent  up. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD   OF   ALDERMEN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall  Nos.  1  to  6  inclusive 
were  acted  on  together,  viz. : 

1.  Report  of  Committee  on  Schools,  etc.,  in- 
expedient to  incur  the  additional  expense  of  pro- 
viding more  land  for  the  yard  of  the  Hyde 
Schooh  at  the  present  time. 

2.  Report  of  Committee  on  Streets,  that  "Ward 
street  has  been  laid  out  and  widened  between 
Huntington  avenue  and  Parker  street,  and  that 
the  construction  of  said  Ward  street  is  now  in 
the  hands  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

3.  Report  of  Committee,  on  Fire  Department, 
no  action  necessary  under  the  order  requesting 
the  Fire  Commissioners  to  include  in  their  esti- 
mates a  sum  sufficient  to  allow  for  an  increase 
of  the  pay  of  the  members  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, as  the  appropriation  for  said  department 
has  now  been  made. 

4.  Report  of  Committee  on  Department  for  In- 
spection of  Buildings,  recommending  that  a 
permit  be  granted  the  Fitchburg  Railroad  Cor- 
poration to  build  a.  wooden  freight-house  on 
Warren  avenue,  Ward  5,  under  such  restrictions 
and  conditions  as  the  inspector  of  buildings 
may  see  tit  to  impose. 

5.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  leave 
to  withdraw  on  petition  of  John  Murphy  to  be 

§aid  for  damages  to  his  estate,  47G  Seventh  street, 
outh  Boston,  caused  by  blasting  by  city  em- 
ployees. 

G.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  leave  to 
withdraw  on  petition  of  Catherine  Murphy  to 
be  paid  for  damages  to  her  estate,  478  Seventh 
street.  South  Boston,  caused  by  blasting  by  city 
employees. 

Reports  severally  accepted  in  concurrence. 
Fourth  Assistant  Messenger. 

7.  Report  of  Committee  on  Ordinances,  that 
the  ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  11  of  the  Re- 
vised Ordinances  of  1885,  so  as  to  provide  for  a 
fourth  assistant  messenger,  is  in  proper  form, 
and  recommending  reference  of  the  same  to  the 
Joint  Special  Committee  on  Contingent  Ex- 
penses. 

The  question  was  on  the  acceptance  of  the 
report. 

Mr.  Sanger— I  simply  wish,  Mr,  President,  to 
correct  an  impression  which  I  think  some  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  have,  that  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances,  when  such  a  report  as  this  is 
submitted,  express  an  opinion  upon  the  merits 
of  the  ease.  My  reason  for  making  the  expla- 
nation at  this  time  is  because  a  month  or  six 
weeks  ago  when  it  was  suggested  to  increase 
the  salary  of  one  of  the  officials  of  City  Hall,  I 
was  asked  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances  how  I  could  vote  against  the  in- 
crease, when  I  had  made  the  report  as  a  member 
of  the  committee  favorable  to  the  increase  of 
the  salary  of  that  official.  As  far  as  that  par- 
ticular case  was  concerned,  I  can  say,  and  say 
it  for  Aid.  Allen,  who  is  one  of  the  members  of 
the  committee,  and  for  two  of  the  Council  mem- 
bers of  the  committee,  that  they  were  not  in 
favor  of  that  increase  of  salary.  Those  were 
the  facts  with  regard  to  that  increase.  So  that 
I  do  not  wish  the  Council  to  consider  that  this 
matter,  coming  from  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, is  at  all  an  expression  from  them  as  to 
the  merits  of  the  case.  The  practice  lias 
been  in  the  committee  this  year,  and 
it  is  a  practice  which  I  have  been  very  glad  and 
willing  to  fall  in  with,  that  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances  should  not  express  any  opinion  as  to 
the  merits  of  the  case,  where  an  increase  of  sal- 
ary was  sought  for,  provided  some  committee 
had  properly  considered  the  matter  before.  It 
is  the  duty  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  as 
I  understand  it,  to  simply  say,  as  is  said  with  re- 
gard to  No.  32  on  the  calendar,  that  it  is  approved 
as  to  form  by  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
without  expressing  any  opinion  as  to  its  merits, 


When  that  committee  decides  that  they  will  ex- 
press an  opinion  on  the  merits  then  I  shall  be 
glad,  for  one,  to  fall  into  line,  or,  in  case  a  mi- 
nority report  is  called  for,  shall  be  ready  to  pre- 
sent a  minority  report. 

It  was  voted  to  concur  in  the  acceptance  of  the 
report  and  reference  of  the  ordnance  to  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Contingent  Expenses 

8.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
that  the  ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  6  of  the 
Revised  Ordinances  of  1S85  so  as  to  establish  the 
salary  of  the  fourth  assistant  messenger  at  the 
rate  of  $600  per  annum  is  in  proper  form,  and 
recommending  the  reference  of  the  same  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Contingent  Expenses^ 

Accepted  and  referred  in  concurrence. 

Salaries  of  Members  of  Fire  Department. 

9.  Report  of  Committee  on  Fire  Department 
on  the  order  requesting  the  Fire  Commissioners 
to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  permanent  mem- 
bers of  the  department  according  to  a  schedule 
accompaning  the  order— That  the  ^additional 
amount  required  to  carry  out  the  purpose  of  the 
order  is  about  §38,000,  and  recommending  the 
reference  of  said  order  to  the  Board  of  Fire 
Commissioners,  with  a  request  that  they  report 
at  once  on  the  expediency  of  the  proposed  in- 
crease. 

The  question  was  on  concurrence  in  the  ac- 
ceptance and  reference. 

Mr.  Ladd— This  order  and  No.  32  on  the  calen- 
dar, it  seems  to  me,  are  twin  orders,  and  ought 
to  have  been  placed  on  the  calendar  together,  so 
that  they  might  have  been  considered  together. 
I  dislike  very  much  to  see  business  done  m  this 
way.  In  the  first  place,  an  order  is  introduced 
here,  a  report  from  a  committee,  recommending 
reference  to  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  of 
an  order  increasing  the  salaries  of  everybody 
else  in  the  department  except  the  commission- 
ers themselves,  and  then  an  order  on  the  same 
calendar,  referring  to  the  commissioners  them- 
selves, and  making  the  provision  that  they  shall 
have  their  salaries  increased,  and  they  are 
asked  in  the  same  breath  to  report  upon  the  ex- 
pediency of  increasing  the  salaries  of  all  of  their 
subordinates.  Now  that  may  be  cunningly  ar- 
ranged to  bring  to  bear  upon  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioners all  of  the  influence  possible,  all  the  self- 
interest  to  induce  them  to  report  in  favor 
of  an  increase  of  salary  for  those  below.  I  am 
sorry  to  see  such  an  arrangement  made,  for  to 
my  mind  it  amounts  to  nothing  more  or  less 
than  a  bribe  to  the  Fire  Commissioners  to  re- 
port in  favor  of  the  increase  for  their  subordi- 
nates ;  and  it  is  put  here  in  such  a  way  as  seems 
to  me  ought  to  shock  the  sense  of  propriety  of 
any  man  who  feels  the  importance  of  unbiased 
judgment  on  the  part  of  any  body  who  is  to  de- 
cide on  a  question  coming  before  him.  Their 
judgment  cannot  be  otherwise  than  biassed  when 
they  know  tiiat  the  proposed  increase  of  salary 
for  themselves  is  simply  and  solely  for  the  pur- 
pose of  influencing  their  judgment  in  deciding 
this  question  as  to  whether  or  not  the  other 
salaries  shall  be  increased.  I  am  well  aware 
that  there  has  been  a  report  here  already  from 
the  Fire  Commissioners  to  the  effect  that  all  the 
salaries  should  be  raised  in  that  department, 
from  top  to  bottom.  This  is  the  way  in  which 
the  city  of  Boston  is  asked  to  economize,  and  is 
asked  to  make  an  attempt  to  bring  itself  within 
the  limits  of  taxation  and  within  the  limits  of 
the  borrowing  capacity.  I  say  it  is  not  a  fair,  it 
is  not  an  honest  attempt  at  economy,  but  rather 
an  attempt  at  profligate  extravagance. 

Mr.  WHITMORE— It  is  my  impression,  Mr. 
President,  that  the  gentleman  who  has  just 
taken  his  seat  has  solved  the  literary  problem 
which  has  disturbed  the  inhabitants  of  this  State 
for  the  last  three  or  four  days,  namely,  as  to  who 
it  was  that  wrote  Governor  Ames's  veto  of  the 
Beverly  Farms  bill ;  because,  sir,  there  is  the 
same  lack  of  cohesion  of  argument,  the  same 
distance  between  the  two  ends  of  the  document, 
are  visible  in  the  governor's  veto  and  in  the 
member's  speech.  I  think  they  cannot  be  paral- 
leled by  any  other  recent  exposition  of  the 
views  of"  any  other  distinguished  public  man 
except  those  cited.  If  I  understand  aright,  here 
is  an  order  to  request  the  commissioners  to  see 
whether  it  is  best  to  raise  the  pay  of  the  rank 
and  tile.  There  is  an  order  also  for  the  Council 
to  consider  whether  it  is  best  to  l-aise  the  pay  of 
the  three  commissioners.  Now,  I  would  ask 
what  could  we  do  other  than  has  been  done? 
Would  the  gentleman  imagine  it  is  a  proper  and 
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right  thing  to  send  to  the  commissioners  a  re- 
quest for  them  to  report  whether  their  own 
salaries  ought  to  he  raised  or  not.  The  one  part  of 
the  bill  which  concerns  them  is  not  referred  to. 
Isn't  that  right  and  proper?  Should  we  ask  them 
to  tell  us  whether  they  ought  to  have  their  pay- 
raised  or  not?  So  far  as  that  goes,  the  objection 
seems  to  be  trivial  and  unworthy,  1  must  say,  of 
the  ingenuity  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10. 
In  regard  to  the  merits  of  this  particular  order, 
I  will  only  say,  sir,  that  last  evening,  I  think  it 
was— certainly  within  two  evenings,  the  Boston 
Transcript,  taking  up  the  very  matter  of  the  in- 
crease of  the  pay  of  the  commissioners,  said  it 
ought  not  to  be  granted  unless  the  Council  was 
prepared  to  raise  the  pay  of  the  rank  and  file,  for 
they  were,  in  all  respects,  worthy  of  an  increase. 
That  view  has  been  expressed,  not  only  by  my- 
self but  by  others,  during  the  past  year  on  the 
floor  of  the  Council.  I  see  nothing  that  has  been 
urged  in  any  way  that  goes  against  the  merits  of 
this  report,  namely,  that  the  order  in  regard  to 
the  increase  of  force  should  be  referred  to  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners,  with  a  request 
that  they  report  at  once  on  the  expediency, 
Certainly,  if  there  are  any  three  men  in  the  city 
who  ought  to  be  able  to  give  us  good  advice 
on  the  subject,  they  are  the  three  commissioners, 
and,  sir,  I  think  the  gentleman  will  himself  see 
the  utter  folly  of  supposing  that  this  matter  is 
connected  with  the  order  in  regard  to  the  in- 
crease of  their  salaries,  because  just  so  long  as 
the  present  system  of  salaries  exists,  just  so  long 
as  it  is  a  fact  that  the  City  Council  may,  ot  their 
own  motion,  increase  the  salary  of  any  head  of 
a  department,  it  must  be  expected  to  be  in  the 
air  that  an  increase  may  be  asked  for  and  may 
be  desired.  The  mere  fact  that  this  order  is  on 
the  calendar  has  in  itself  no  connection  with 
the  other  than  the  well-known  fact  to  which 
some  parties  have  alluded  during  the  year,  that 
many  of  the  heads  of  departments  would  ask 
for  an  increase  the  moment  that  we  began  to 
raise  any  salaries.  1  think  the  gentleman  will 
recognize  that,  as  one  of  his  own  arguments: 
his  main  objection  when  persons  came  in  and 
asked  for  an  increase  was  on  this  very  account. 
I  don't  think  there  was  a  member  of  the  Council, 
including  myself,  who  was  in  the  slightest  degree 
surprisedat  finding  that  the  Fire  Commissioners 
were  proper  subjects  for  increase  of  salary. 
If  that  document  hadn't  come  now  it  would  un- 
doubtedly have  come  in  before  the  adjournment 
of  the  Council  for  the  summer  recess.  There- 
fore I  say  it  is  entirely  favorable  to  carry  out 
the  thin  and  feeble  argument  he  started,  that 
there  was  a  connection  between  Nos.  7  and  32. 
Even  if  they  have  any  connection  at  all,  I  hope 
the  Council  will  not  fall  into  the  mistake  th.it 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  did  and  veto  an 
order  that  is  good  in  itself,  because  there  is 
some  under  influence  in  regard  to  another  part 
of  another  subject.  I  think  this  order  ought  to 
be  considered  on  its  merits,  and  without  saying 
that  I  will  vote  myself  for  the  increase,  I  can 
vote,  and  I  think  every  man  here  can  cheerfully 
vote  for  an  order  requesting  the  head  of  a  de- 
partment to  say  firmly  what  their  condition 
was  in  regard  to  this  increase.  It  seems  to  me 
the  straightforward  and  eminentlv  business- 
like way  of  treating  this  subject.  1  hope  the 
order  will  meet  the  approval  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Sanger— As  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Fire  Department  on  the  part  of  the  Council, 
I  deem  it  my  duty  to  again  so  soon  trouble  the 
Council  with  a  few  remarks.  Without  alluding 
to  the  fact  of  there  being  any  connection  be- 
tween this  order,  No.  7,  and  the  order  providing 
for  the  increase  of  the  pay  of  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioners,—the  minority  report  of  which  I  felt 
obliged  to  sign  against  the  increase,— I  wish  to 
state  something  with  regard  to  this  proposed  in- 
crease of  the  permanent  men  in  the  department 
and  I  think  Mr.  Sullivan  and  Mr.  McKenna, 
who  are  members  of  the  committee  with  me, 
will  bear  me  out  in  what  statement  I  have  to 
make.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  on  the  6th 
of  January,  on  page  14,  a  communication  came 
to  this  body  from  the  Fire  Commissioners, 
•  signed  by  Robert  G.  Fitch,  chairman,  in  which 
the  question  of  salaries  as  bearing  upon  the  offi- 
cials, the  chief  and  the  other  high  officials  of 
the  department,  were  concerned,  and  that  com- 
munication went  on  to  say  that  later  on  they 
should  find  occasion  to  address  a  similar  com- 
munication to  the  Council  as  to  other  proposed 
changes  in  the  pay  of  the  men.  At  a  meeting  of 
the  Fire  Department  the  question  of  increasing 


the  pay  of  officials  was  considered,  and  the  com- 
mittee were  of  the  opinion  that  the  matter 
should  be  left  to  the  Fire  Commissioners,  and 
being  decided  by  them  in  favor  of  increase,  that 
that  was  entirely  proper  and  satisfactory. 
When  the  matter  of  the  increase  of  pay  of  the 
men  in  the  department  was  considered,  the  com- 
missioners stated  that  while  the  salaries  of  the 
officials  were  lower  than  the  salaries  of  the  offi- 
cials in  the  other  large  cities  in  the  country, 
that  the  pay  of  the  men  was  about  equal  to  the 
pay  of  the  men  in  the  other  cities  m  the 
country.  They  further  stated  that  only  a 
short  time  ago,  two  years  ago  I  think,  the  sala- 
ries of  the  men  were  increased  to  $1095  a  year, 
and  that  that  fact  should  be  taken  into  consid- 
eration. But  reiterating  what  they  said  in  this 
communication,  they  said  that  they  should  ad- 
dress to  the  Council  a  communication  bearing 
upon  the  matter  of  the  increase  of  the  pay  of 
the  men.  For  good  reasons  the  appropriation  of 
this  year  provided  for  the  nay  of  permanent 
men  at  that  rate,  $1095  a  year.  It  is  wished  that 
the  pay  of  the  permanent  men  throughout  the 
city  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $1200  a  year.  The 
commissioners,  I  feel  confident,  and  I  have 
great  respect  for  them  and  a  very  good  opinion 
of  them,  unless  they  take  back  what  they  said  at 
that  meeting,  and  perhaps  they  may  have  seen 
further  light  in  the  meantime— but  unless  they 
take  back  what  was  said  at  that  meeting  they 
will  report  that  the  pay  of  the  permanent  men 
in  the  city  proper,  such  men  as  are  called  upon 
to  do  a  great  deal  of  work,  and  are  hard  worked, 
we  all  must  admit  that,  should  be  increased  to 
$1200,  the  same  pay  that  policemen  of  the  city 
are  receiving  today;  but  that  the  permanent 
men  in  the  suburbs,  who  are  not  called  upon  m 
some  cases  to  play  at  more  than  12  or  15  nres  in 
a  year,  shall  not  be  paid  that  amount.  I  for  one, 
as  a  member  of  that  committee,  am  perfectly 
willing,  and  shall  vote  to  leave  this  whole  ques- 
tion to  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  to  re- 
port upon  the  expediency,  in  the  words  of  the 
order,  of  such  an  increase  in  salary-  I  believe 
that  report  will  be  one  that  will  be  satisfactory 
to  all. 

Mr.  Carroll— May  I  ask  the  clerk  to  read  the 
schedule  accompanying  the  order? 

The  Clerk — The  schedule  was  not  sent  here 
by  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  They  simply  sent 
this  report. 

Mr.  Carroll— It  speaks  on  the  calendar  of 
".the  accompanying  schedule."  I  don't  see  how 
we  can  take  any  action  in  the  matter  until  we 
hear  from  the  commissioners. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  referred  accord- 
ingly in  concurrence. 

ENTERTAINMENT  OK  VISITORS  FROM   PHILADEL- 
PHIA. 

The  order  passed  at  the  special  meeting  of  the 
other  branch  today  for  a  joint  special  committee 
to  make  arrangements  for  entertaining  the  rep- 
sentatives  of  the  City  Council  of  Philadelphia 
on  their  visit  to  this  city  came  down  for  con- 
currence. 

It  was  called  up  first  among  the  papers  from 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  was  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Ladd  specially  assigned  to  8.15  P.  M. 

Later  in  the  session  the  order  was  called  up  bv 
Mr.  Whitmore. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  suggest,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, that  I  hope  the  rules  will  be  suspended 
and  the  order  passed,  because  I  hold  here  a  doc- 
ument, received  since  I  came  into  City  Hall.it 
being  an  invitation  from  Colonel  Joe  V.  Meigs 
in  behalf  of  the  Railroad  Construction  Com- 
pany, addressed  tome  personally,  in viti'.ig  me 
to  a  breakfast  to  be  given  by  that  company  to 
the  visiting  members  of  the  Philadelphia 
Council.  I  refer  to  the  fact,  because  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  need  not  fear  that  the  city  is 
going  to  be  called  upon  for  any  undue  excess  of 
liberality.  The  visit  of  these  gentlemen  to 
Boston  comes  in  this  way.  Mr.  Meigs  was  called 
on  to  Philadelphia  to  explain  the  workings  of 
his  railway  before  the  Philadelphia  Citv  Coun- 
cil, and  there  is  a  law  pendine  there,  I  believe, 
or  a  new  law  about  to  be  passed  in  regard  to  ele- 
vated railways.  I  read  myself  the  newspaper 
accounts  of  the  doings  of  the  Council,  audit  was 
voted  to  send  on  to  Boston  a  joint  committee,  as 
we  should  call  it,  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
and  Council  (though  they  use  different  terms 
for  their  two  branches  there),  for  the  purpose 
of  examining  the  elevated  railway  system.  Of 
course  this  Council  has  nothing  at  all  do  do  with 
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that  part.  The  conirnittee  from  Philadelphia 
consists  of  11  or  12  common  councilinen  and  five 
select  councilmen,  who  are  equivalent  to  our 
aldermen,  beside  some  other  gentlemen  who 
seem  to  hold  official  positions.  The  city  is  not 
standing  in  the  position  of  having  invited  them. 
Moreover,  the  City  Council  of  Cambridge,  are 
very  deeply  interested  in  this  matter,  and  I 
think  I  may  say,  without  prejudice,  they  are 
very  desirous  of  seeing  the  Meigs  system  a 
success,  because  they  have  been  selected 
as  the  field  in  which  the  experiment 
is  to  be  tried  for  Massachusetts,  and  it 
would  be  a  great  advantage  to  Cambridge,  be- 
cause the  wok  has  been  laid  out,  and  they 
would  get  relief  from  their  railroad  troubles 
more  easily  by  that  system  than  any  other,  be- 
cause the  workshops  and  trial  tracks  are  estab- 
lished in  Cambridge  already.  I  have  gone  into 
this  detail  in  order  to  explain  the  position  of 
affairs.  It  seems  that  the  members  of  the  City 
Council  of  Philadelphia  are  coming  on  here, 
and  are  to  be  received  by  the  Meigs  Construc- 
tion Company  as  a  matter  of  business  of  course : 
they  are  also  going  to  be  entertained  tomorrow 
by  the  City  Council  of  Cambridge,  and  I  under- 
stand they  intend  to  return  Saturday  night. 
There  is  only  one  day  during  which  there  will 
be  any  opportunity  for  the  city  of  Boston  to  ex- 
tend any  hospitalities  to  them.  And,  sir, 
although  I  have  never  been  so  fortunate  or  so 
unfortunate  as  to  leave  the  city  on  any  official 
tour  upon  which  courtesies  were  to  be  extended 
to  representatives  of  this  city,  I  feel  authorized 
to  say  that  there  is  no  place,  perhaps,  outside  of 
Boston  where  the  official  members  of  the  city 
government  have  been  so  warmly  received  and 
so  hospitably  entertained  as  they  have  in  Phila- 
delphia. On  a  number  of  occasions,  of  which  I 
have  had  informal  knowledge,  joint  committees 
have  gone  to  Washington,  and  to  other  places, 
and  only  spent  a  day,  or  a  portion  of  a  day,  in 
Philadelphia ;  but  the  city  officials  tnere  have 
always  been  more  than  courteous  and  more  than 
kind  to  all  of  our  representatives  while  there. 
It  is  very  rare  indeed — I  can  hardly  recollect  an 
occasion — when  we  have  had  any  opportunity 
whatever  to  reciprocate.  I  thought  from  my 
knowledge  of  the  matter,  that  1  might 
enlighten  the  Council  a  little  in  regard 
to  the  propriety  of  doing  something  —  and 
doing  it  promptly,  tonight  if  at  all.  by 
explaining  how  many  times  Philadelphia 
has  tendered  hospitalities  to  Boston  and  has 
laid  us  under  numerous  ob  igations;  how  few 
occasions  we  have  ever  had  or  are  likely  to 
have,  to  repay  her,  and  to  relieve  the  minds  of 
any  gentlemen,  by  pointing  out  the  very  limi- 
ted space  of  time  during  which  they  could  ac- 
cept of  our  hospitality  at  all.  I  hope,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, that  the  order  may  be  acceptable,  to  the 
Council,  and  that  the  rules  may  be  suspended 
in  order  that  it  may  take  its  second  reading  to- 
night. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  dislike  very  much  to  raise  my 
voice  in  opposition  to  this  matter,  but  I  feel  it 
incumbent  upon  me  to  do  so,  because  I  do  not 
think  the  city  of  Boston  in  its  impoverished 
state,  is  in  a  condition  to  extend  any  further 
courtesies  of  the  kind  that  we  have  had  ex- 
tended to  a  very  estimable  woman  during  the 
last  two  or  three  weeks.  If  I  understand  this 
thing.  Mr.  Meigs,  a  very  worthy  gentleman,  is 
going  to  have  the  City  Council  of  Philadelphia 
on  here  to  look  at  his  elavated  road,  which  is 
very  right  and  proper;  and  I  think  Mr.  Meigs 
and  his  associates  would  do  very  wisely  to  en- 
tertain those  gentlemen  to  their  best  ability  and 
treat  them  very  socially  and  very  courteously. 
But  they  do  not  visit  Boston  for  any  particular 
reason.  They  visit  Cambridge,  where  the  rail- 
road is  located.  If  there  is  any  city  that  should 
extend  any  courtesies  to  this  delegation,  it  is 
the  city  of  Cambridge.  There  is  no  more  rea- 
son why  the  city  of  Boston  should  extend  these 
courtesies  to  these  gentlemen  than  that  the 
city  of  Providence  or  any  other  city  that  they  go 
to  should  do  so.  I  do  not  think  we  ought  to  tie 
asked  at  this  time  to  go  to  this  expense  and  this 
extravagance.  I  do  not  think  it  is  proper.  If 
the  city  of  Cambridge  sees  fit  to  extend  courte- 
sies to  the  gentlemen  from  Philadelphia,  all 
right  and  proper ;  but  not  the  city  of  Boston; 
and  I  say  this  with  all  due  regard  to  hospitali- 
ties lavished  upon  our  representatives  when 
they  have  been  in  Philadelphia.  If  the  repre- 
sentatives from  Philadelphia  were  coining  here 
for  any  particular  examination  of  anything  con- 


nected with  this  city,  it  would  be  different,  but 
under  the  circumstances  I  shall  vote  against 
this  order. 

Mr.  Whall—  I  think  it  would  be  ungracious 
and  decidedly  improper  if,  while  those  who 
have  been  our  hosts  on  many  occasions,  and 
who  have  lavished  upon  us,  even  upon  unoffi- 
cial visits,  their  large  and  open-handed  hospi- 
tality, are  beneath  our  roof-tree— because  they 
are  to  be  hi  Boston :  they  are  to  board  in  Boston 
while  they  are  here — we  should  ignore  their 
presence.  It  is  true  that  the  main  object  of 
their  visit  is  one  of  a  business  nature.  But  the 
city  of  Boston  has  been  notified  officially  that 
they  are  to  be  here.  Our  city  messenger  has 
been  notified  by  the  city  clerk  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  that  a  delegation  from  her  Se- 
lect and  Common  Councils  is  to  visit  our  city 
and  to  be  here  during  this  week,  upon  Friday 
and  Saturday.  These  who  have  been  our  hosts, 
who  have  given  us  the  largest  hospitality,  have 
told  us  that  for  a  few  days  they  will  be  within 
the  confines  of  our  city.  They  have  told  us  as 
officially  as  the  announcement  could  be  made. 
The  announcement  has  come  from  the  city 
clerk  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  to  the  person 
whom  he  thought  was  the  proper  recipient  of 
the  news  here,  and  in  that  notice  the  city  mes- 
senger was  requested  to  notify  the  mayor  and 
the  city  government  of  the  contemplated  visit. 
Now  after  this  official  notice,  and  after  having; 
received  so  many  kindnesses  at  the  hands  of 
these  gentlemen,  are  we  willing  to  cry  poverty 
and  be  inhospitable  and  to  be  absolutely  in- 
decent ;  I  for  one  will  not  be  a  party  to  it. 
For  myself,  as  well  as  for  others  of  the  gen- 
tlemen who  happened  to  be  in  Philadelphia 
lately  on  our  way  home,  I  can  say  that  from 
the  moment  when  we  reached  Philadelphia 
until  we  gave  the  last  grasp  of  the  hand  inhid- 
ding  good-by,  the  representatives  of  the  city 
government  were  by  our  side  every  moment  of 
our  stay,  and  they  were  there  doing  as  much 
for  us  as  they  possibly  could  do.  Our  visit  was 
certainly  not  an  official  one.  How  they  knew  of 
our  presence  in  the  city  I  know  not,  but  they 
knew  it,  and  immediately  the  largest  hospital- 
ity was  given  us.  And  the  very  first  official 
banquet  which  the  mayor  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, His  Honor  Mayor  Fitler,  gave,  was  to  a 
number  of  the  representative  members  of  your 
government  who  happened  to  be  in  his  city  even 
upon  unofficial  business.  I  think,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, that  since  the  City  Council  of  Cambridge, 
which  is  always  conservative  in  its  action,  has 
seen  fit  to  accord  to  these  strangers  these  cour- 
tesies, it  would  be  going  back  on  the  good  name 
of  Boston  if  we  should  shirk  (what  probably  will 
not  cost  a  thousand  dollars  of  expense)  our 
duties  in  the  premises. 

Mr.  Frost — I  sympathize  in  a  measure  with 
what  has  been  said  on  both  sides.  Still,  sir,  I 
think  that  we  should  not  take  a  penurious  view 
of  this  matter.  If  these  gentlemen  have  come 
to  us  from  Philadelphia,  even  if  they  have  come 
on  this  special  business  in  connection  with  the 
elevated  road  of  Mr.  Meigs,  I  think,  sir,  as  they 
are  to  remain  in  our  city  for  a  day  there  is  no 
reason  why  we  should  not  extend  hospitalities 
to  them.  I  do  not  see  any  reason  for  any  great 
extravagance  or  any  foolish  expenditure.  I 
think  that  a  moderate  sum,  judiciously  spent, 
will  add  to  their  pleasure  and  will  enable  us  to 
give  them  a  reasonable  hospitality. 

Mr.  McNary— I  quite  agree  with  the  remarks 
of  the  last  speaker,  and  at  the  same  time  I  some- 
what agree  with  the  previous  gentleman  who 
has  opposed  this  matter.  If  we  are  to  have 
such  lavish  hospitality  as  we  had  in  the  case  of 
the  estimable  lady  who  recently  visited  here,  I 
certainly  am  opposed  to  anything  of  that  kind. 
But  here  wo  have  a  delegation  coming  from 
Philadelphia,  who  belong  to  the  City  Council, 
and  have  been  appointed  to  visit  the  city  on  a 
matter  of  prime  importance.  In  my  opinion  the 
question  of  elevated  roads  is  one  of  prime  im- 
portance, and  is  something  of  prime  importance 
to  Boston.  This  entertainment  will  not,  to  my 
mind,  be  a  matter  of  great  importance  and  will 
redound  to  the  credit  of  the  city  of  Boston,  and  • 
I  think  it  is  a  matter  we  should  attend  to  when 
a  delegation,  representing  officially  a  sister  city, 
conies  on  a  matter  of  business  connected  with 
our  city  and  connected  with  our  citizens,  that 
we  should  extend  those  courtesies,  particularly 
as  we  have  received  official  notice  of  their  visit. 
The  matter  has  gone  so  far  now,  the  mayor  hav- 
ing deemed  it  of  sufficient  importance  to  call  a 
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meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  it  hav- 
ing heen  passed  there,  we  would  be  false  to  our 
duty  if  we  didn't  extend  this  courtesy  and  join 
with  the  city  of  Cambridge  m  extending  to  these 
gentlemen  the  courtesy  that  is  their  due,  and  I 
for  one  hoi)e  the  rule  will  be  suspended,  and 
that  the  order  will  be  passed  this  evening. 

Mr.  Blume— In  order  that  the  members  of  the 
Council  may  have  more  definite  information  in 
regard  to  the  visit,  I  call  for  the  reading  of  the 
definite  communication  from  these  gentlemen 
who  are  coming. 

The  Clerk— There  is  no  communication  from 
these  gentlemen  with  this  order.  I  understood 
that  a  message  was  presented  in  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  today,  but  was  not  sent  up  here. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  customs  of  the  Council 
do  not  permit  attendants  to  be  heard,  but  I  will 
give  the  gentleman  the  assurance  that  the  city 
messenger  has  told  me  he  received  official  no- 
tice, signed  by  the  clerk  of  the  Select  Council  of 
Pniladelphia.  He  handed  it  to  His  Honor  the 
Mayor,  and  His  Honor  the  Mayor  drew  up  a 
message  and  sent  it  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen ; 
that  he  has  personal  and  entire  knowledge  of 
the  existence  of  that  fact.  But,  unfortunately, 
the  mayor  has  left  the  letter  in  his  desk,  and  we 
haven't  even  a  copy  of  the  paper  which  the 
mayor  has  sent  today  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
The  city  messenger  not  only  did  see  the  letter, 
but  heard  the  message  read  today,  and  I  think 
the  gentleman  will  accept  my  statement  for  tne 
city  messenger,  that  there  can  be  no  question 
about  the  existence  of  full  and  official  informa- 
tion, conveyed  through  him  to  His  Honor  the 
Mayor. 

Mr.  Richards— I  don't  think  the  city  ought  to 
be  penurious  about  this  matter  when  strangers 
come  to  us  in  this  way.  At  the  same  time  I 
think  there  should  be  some  limit  put  on  the  ex- 
pense we  should  be  put  to,  and  I  move  as  an 
amendment  that  the  expense  shall  not  exceed 
§500.  I  do  that  inasmuch  as  I  understand  that 
on  the  first  day  they  will  be  amply  taken  care  of 
by  other  parties. 

Mr.  Perkins— While  I  agree  with  what  has 
been  said,  that  the  city  of  Boston  is  not  in  con- 
dition to  throw  away  any  more  money  on  guests, 
yet,  under  the  circumstances,  to  ignore  the 
representatives  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
would  be  very  ungracious  and  very  unkind.  I 
believe  that  proper  courtesy  should  be  shown 
them.  It  isn't  always  the  expenditure  of  large 
sums  of  money  that  is  the  best  way  to  show  our 
good  feeling  or  our  regard  for  anybody.  I  think 
the  mayor  and  certain  committees  could 
show  these  gentlemen  all  the  courtesy  due 
them  and  treat  them  handsomely,  but  as  they 
are  to  be  here  but  one  day,  and  not  a  large  part 
of  that,  certain  programmes  can  be  carried  out 
that  will  not  be  expensive.  It  seems  to  me  that 
8500  or  8600  ought  to  pay  the  bills  for  one  day, 
but  I  shall  vote  for  81000.  I  would  like  to  see  it 
down  to  8600,  owing  to  the  large  amount  of 
money  that  has  been  paid  out  the  last  few 
weeks.  If  it  was  not  for  that  we  could  afford  to 
be  more  liberal.  I  hope  it  will  be  limited  so  as 
not  to  exceed  81000. 
Mr.  R.  Sullivan— Mr.  President. 
Mr.  Whall—  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
proposition  is  not  susceptible  of  amendment 
until  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  has  been 
carried. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

Mr.  R.  Sulllivan — I  was  just  going  to  add.  in 
reference  to  the  remarks  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  11,  that  the  order  must  pass 
tonight,  and  if  amended  it  cannot  go  to  the 
Board  until  next  week  for  concurrence.  I  trust 
the  amendment  will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  F.  Morison— I  hope  the  amendment  will 
not  prevail,  and  I  trust  that  the  courtesy  of  the 
city  of  Boston  will  be  extended  to  these  gentle- 
men. I  think  we  ought  to  extend  courtesies, 
even  though  in  the  extension  of  those  courtesies 
sometimes  the  city  of  Boston  does  not,  in  my 
judgment,  do  it  in  the  way  it  should  properly 
be  done.  These  gentlemen,  I  understand,  will 
be  here  one  day.  The  recent  courtesies  we  ex- 
tended to  the  queen  extended  over  a  visit,  as  I 
understand  it,  of  six  days,  and  if  I  am  informed 
correctly  the  bills  amounted  to  818,000—83000  a 
day.  I  trust  that  any  committee  appointed 
for  this  purpose  will  not  spend  83000  for  a 
single  day  that  these  gentlemen  will  be  enter- 
tained. 
Mr.  Leary— I  hope  the  order  will  prevail.    It 


has  been  said  repeatedly  that  we  should  act 
here  as  we  would  in  private  or  as  we  would  in  a 
business  transaction,  as  if  it  were  in  a  private 
or  personal  matter,  or  in  a  business  capacity. 
When  our  committee  went  to  Philadelphia  they 
were  entertained,  because  they  were  the  com- 
mittee of  the  city  government  of  Boston.  I 
think  this  is  only  a  matter  of  courtesy,  but  I 
think  the  sole  object  of  this  is  to  hit  at  some- 
thing that  has  been  done  or  something  that  is 
to  come— perhaps  the  O'Brien  matter. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  did  not  understand  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12,  when  he  was  making  the 
explanation  of  this  order,  or  I  did  not  hear  him 
give  the  facts  stated  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  7.  If  the  facts  stated  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  are  true,  I  admit  that  it  seems  to  be 
an  entirely  different  view  of  the  matter.  Had 
that  e  splanation  been  made  in  the  first  place, 
that  we  had  been  officially  notified,  and  we 
could  not  back  out  without  dishonoring  our- 
selves, I  should  not  have  made  the  remarks  I 
did.  But  still,  at  the  same  time,  I  think  the  ex- 
pense should  not  be  more  than  81000, 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  was 
read  a  second  time  and  passed  in  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  it  was  voted  that 
the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Council  con- 
sist of  the  president  and  nine  other  members. 

Subsequently  the  president  appointed  Messrs. 
Whitmore,  F.  Morison,  Foss,  Leary.  Carstensen. 
R,  Sullivan,  Shaw,  Mahoney  and  Whall, 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  notice,  Mr.  President,  that 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  felt  so  confident  of  the 
probable  action  of  this  body  that  they  requested 
the  members  of  the  committee  on  the  part  of 
that  branch  to  meet  this  evening.  I  therefore 
move  a  suspension  of  any  rule  which  will  pre- 
vent members  of  this  Council  who  may  be  ap- 
pointed on  this  committee  from  sitting  on  that 
committee  this  evening.  In  order  that  such  a 
meeting  shall  be  called,  which  it  will  be  prob- 
ably, by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  in  some 
ante-room  this  evening,  and  that  the  members 
of  this  branch  may  be  allowed  to  absent  them- 
selves to  attend  that  meeting  from  time  to  time, 
I  move  a  suspension  of  any  rule  that  will  pre- 
vent the  members  of  the  committee  from  sitting 
during  the  session  of  this  Council. 

The  motion  prevailed.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved 
to  reconsider ;  lost. 

PAPERS  FROM   THE  BOARD    OF    ALDERMEN— RE- 
SUMED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall  Nos.  10  to  14  inclusive 
were  acted  on  at  the  same  time,  viz. : 

10.  Report  of  Committee  on  Water,  recom- 
mending reference  to  the  Water  Board  of  the 
order  to  join  the  reservoir  on  Telegraph  Hill  to 
Thomas  park. 

11.  Report  of  Committee  on  Water,  recom- 
mending reference  to  the  Water  Board  of  the 
petition  of  the  Women's  Christian  Union  for 
permission  to  place  a  drinking  fountain  on 
Green  street,  Jamaica  Plain. 

12.  Report  of  Committee  on  Schools,  etc.,  rec- 
ommending reference  to  the  superintendent  of 
public  buildings  of  the  request  of  the  School 
Committee  for  the  paving  and  grading  of  the 
yard  of  the  Everett  school.  Dorchester. 

13.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Schools,  etc., 
recommending  reference  to  the  superintendent 
of  public  buildings  of  the  request  of  the  School 
Committee  that  the  North  Harvard-street 
schoolhouse  be  repaired  and  fitted  for  the  use  of 
grammar  and  primary  pupils. 

14.  Report  of  Committee  on  Schools,  etc.,  rec- 
ommending reference  to  the  superintendent  of 
public  buildings  of  the  order  to  provide  tempo- 
rary accommodations  for  the  pupils  of  the  Gas- 
ton School. 

Reports  severally  accepted,  and  said  references 
ordered  in  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall,  No.  15  and  16  were 
acted  on  together,  viz. : 

15.  Report  of  Committee  on  Schools,  etc.,  in 
favor  of  granting  the  request  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee for  an  appropriation  of  81000  for  a  physi- 
cal laboratory  in  the  Boys'  Latin  School,  and 
recommending  reference  of  the  same  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance  to  provide  the  means. 

16.  Report  of  Committee  on  Schools,  etc.,  in 


and  recommending  reference  of  the  same  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance  to  provide  the  means. 
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Reports  severally  accepted,  and  said  references 
ordered  in  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chamberlain,  Nos.  17  and  18 
were  acted  on  together,  viz. : 

17.  Report  of  Committee  on  Streets,  recom- 
mending reference  to  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners of  the  petition  of  M.  F.  D'Arcy  and 
others,  that  certain  streets  in  East  Boston  may 
be  laid  out  and  graded. 

18.  Report  of  Committee  on  Streets,  recom- 
mending reference  to  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners of  the  petition  of  the  Glendon  Com- 
pany and  others,  that  Falcon  street,  between 
Glendon  and  Putnam  streets,  be  accepted  and 
laid  out. 

Reports  severally  accepted,  and  said  references 
ordered  in  concurrence. 

ENTERTAINMENT  OF  HON.  WILLIAM  O'BRIEN. 

Early  in  the  session.  Mr.  Teevens  offered  an 
order— That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  extend  the  hospitalities  of  the  city  of  Boston 
to  the  Hon.  William  O'Brien  of  Dublin,  Ireland, 
during  his  stay  in  Boston;  the  expense  attend- 
ing the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  incidental  expenses. 

Ordered  to  a  second  reading,  and  Mr.  Teevens 
moved  to  suspend  the  rule. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  move  that  the  matter  be  assigned 
to  quarter-past  8  o'clock. 

Mr.  Teevens— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
ask  the  gentleman's  reason  for  having  that 
matter  assigned  to  quarter-past  8  o'clock 

Mr.  Ladd — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I  believe 
that  no  debate  is  in  order  at  this  stage. 

The  order  was  specially  assigned  to  8.15  P.  M., 
at  which  hour  it  was  called  up  by  Mr.  Teevens. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman 
if  in  this  case  there  are  any  such  facts  that 
would  hamper  us  in  our  action  as  there  were  in 
regard  to  the  delegation  from  Philadelphia? 
Have  we  received  any  official  notice  or  are  we 
bound  in  any  way  in  justice  to  ourselves  or 
courtesv  to  a  sister  community  to  extend  courte- 
sies to  Mr.  O'Brien? 

Mr.  Whall— The  civilized  world  has  notice 
of  the  fact  that  a  certain  person  by  the  name  of 
William  O'Brien  is  fighting  his  way  through 
Canada  to  the  land  of  freedom,  spreading  the 
gospel  of  freedom  like  an  evangel  of  the  19th 
century.  There  has  been  no  official  notice  sent 
by  Mr.  O'Brien  to  the  city  of  Boston  that  he  is 
coming.  It  is  in  the  air ;  the  newspaper  column* 
teem  with  it.  I  do  not  know  that  it  will  be 
necessary  for  us  to  pass  the  order  presented  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  13.  His  Honor  Mayor 
O'Brien,  intends  that  Mr.  O'Brien,  his  glorious 
namesake,  shall  be  received  in  this  city  with 
the  honor  due  to  the  man :  and  whether  the  City 
Council  passes  an  order  authorizing  the  mayor 
to  take  that  money  from  the  appropriation  for 
incidentals,  or  whether  he  will  go  down  into  his 
own  contingent  fund  for  it,  Mr.  O'Brien  is  go- 
ing to  be  entertained,  and  it  does  not  make  a 
particle  of  difference  which  box  we  take  the 
money  out  of.  The  mayor  of  Boston  has  an  ap- 
propriation of  $5000  with  which  to  entertain  dis- 
tinguished visitors.  The  probabilities  are  that 
the  youthful  editor  of  United  Ireland  will  be  as 
distinguished  a  visitor  as  will  grace  our  city 
with  his  presence  during  the  remaining  part  of 
the  year;  and  it  is  a  matter  of  small  importance 
whether  we  take  it  out  of  the  incidental  fund  or 
the  mayor's  contingent  fund— William  O'Brien 
is  going  to  be  entertained. 

Mr.  Wilson — If  the  mayor  has  committed 
himself  in  This  mattor,  I  think  it  would  be  bet- 
ter to  allow  him  to  entertain  Mr.  O'Brien  ;  but, 
as  I  fear  the  Council  will  not  look  at  it  in  that 
light,  I  will  introduce  an  amendment  at  this 
time.  I  move  to  amend  the  order  by  adding  the 
following: 

And  that  the  city  auditor  be  instructed  to  pay 
no  bills  contracted  for  such  entertainment  un- 
less itemized,  and  that  he  be  further  instructed 
to  report  to  the  City  Council  all  such  itemized 
bills  in  full  detail. 

Mr.  Sanger— If  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  in  the 
exercise  of  his  wise  discretion,  should  think  it 
advisable  to  extend  the  hospitality  of  1he  city  to 
the  Hon.  William  O'Brien,  I,  for  one,  should  be 
perfectly  satisfied.  I  hope  that  such  hospitali- 
ties will  be  cordially  extended,  and  such  a  re- 
ception be  given  to  Mr.  O'Brien  as  the  circum- 
stances merit.  But  it  seems  to  me,  Mr.  President 
and  gentlemen,  that  it  is  not  wise  for  this  body 
to  pass  any  order  that  the  hospitalities  of  the 
city  should  be  extended  to  the  distinguished  vis- 


itor. Let  the  mayor,  who  has  due  authority, 
extend  such  hospitalities  as  he  thinks  proper 
and  pay  for  them  out  of  his  own  contingent 
fund,  appropriated  for  the  paying  of  such  ex- 
penses. But  I  think  we  should  go  slow ;  I  think 
we  should  hesitate  about  passing  an  order  to  ex- 
tend such  hospitalities. 

Mr.  Whitmore  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  think  the  time  ought  to  come 
soon,  if  it  has  not  already  reached  here,  when  we 
should  in  a  measure  forget  the  temporary  ani- 
mosity which  we  felt  toward  England  on  account 
of  the  sympathy  of  her  official  classes  with  the 
South  during  the  Rebellion.  I  think  the  sym- 
pathy that  has  been  shown  in  this  country  to- 
wards those  who  claim  to  be  struggling 
in  Ireland  has  been  largely  due  to  the  fact 
that  there  was  a  hostility  toward  the  ISorth 
during  the  war.  I  certainly  am  anxious  to  see 
any  feelings  of  retaliation  for  that  wrong— it 
was  indeed  a  wrong— cease.  I  think  they  ought 
by  this  time  to  be  forgotten,  and  we  ought  to 
look  upon  all  these  questions  in  a  calm,  dispas- 
sionate manner.  Now  whether  or  not  the  city 
of  Boston  will  entertain  this  gentleman  I  do  not 
care,  in  one  aspect  of  the  case,  and  in  another  I 
do;  for  it  seems  to  me  that  a  large  part  of  the 
evils  that  we  have  experienced  in  the  last  few 
years,  and  are  now  experiencing  in  the  shape  of 
dynamiters  and  anarchists,  are  due  to  the  lax 
notions  of  property  and  property  rights  which 
have  arisen  from  this  struggle  between  England 
and  Ireland,  and  we  must  be  careful  how  we 
take  a  wrong  position  or  undertake  to  sympa- 
thize with  any  class  or  with  any  community 
that  are  undertaking  to  break  down  the  rights 
of  property  and  encourage  anarchistic  and  so- 
cialistic notions.  Now  that  was  where  those 
ideas  first  started  that  rents  should  not  be  paid 
in  Ireland.  If  rents  are  not  to  be  paid  in  Ire- 
land how  long  do  you  suppose  it  will  be  before 
rents  will  not  have  to  be  paid  in  the  United 
States?  That  will  be  the  next  agitation,  that 
rents  shall  not  be  paid  here.  Now  so  far  as  Mr. 
O'Brien  represents  the  law-abiding  element  of 
Ireland  or  England  he  has  my  sympa- 
thy, and  upon  that  ground  I  would 
be  willing  to  entertain  him.  But  so 
far  as  he  represents  anarchistic  and  socialistic 
notions,  and  the  idea  that  vacant  lands  are  to 
pay  the  taxes  instead  of  rent-paying  property,  II 
am  opposed  to  entertaining  any  man  with  any 
such  notions  or  to  giving  him  any  encourage- 
ment. I  fear  that  there'  are,  very  thinly  covered 
by  a  surface  veneering,  just  such  notions  at  the 
bottom  of  this  whole  agitation.  I  do  not  blame 
the  people  of  Canada  or  the  people  of  any  other 
country  from  insisting  upon  it  that  no  man  shall 
come  among  them  and  preach  against  the  rights 
of  property.  We  cannot  afford  it  in  this  country 
of  all  countries  on  the  face  of  the  globe. 

Mr.  Leary— The  gentleman  who  has  last 
taken  his  seat- 
Mr.  Wilson— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

The  Chair— The  gentleman  will  please  state 
his  point  of  order. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  rose  before  the  gentleman  be- 
gan his  speech  because  I  did  not  wish  to  inter- 
rupt him  in  the  middle  of  it,  but  I  think  the 
question  is  upon  the  amendment  and  not  on  the 
main  question. 

The  Chair — The  Chair  would  rule  that  any 
amendment  offered  can  hardly  be  discussed 
without  discussing  the  main  question;  and  in 
regard  to  the  point  of  order  the  Chair  cannot 
state  that  the  gentleman  is  out  of  order  when  he 
has  not  made  any  speech  at  all  so  far.  Mr.  Leary 
will  proceed. 

Mr.  Leary — I  wanted  to  give  a  few  reasons 
why  the  amendment  should  not  prevail  and 
why  the  order,  as  originally  offered,  should  pass. 
I  was  about  to  say  that  in  the  gentleman's  esti- 
mation he  had  supplied  those  reasons;  but  they 
did  not  come  from  the  gentleman  who  gave 
them.  Had  any  other  member  talked  like  that, 
it  might  have  been  a  good  reason.  He  talks 
about  the  notion  originating  in  Ireland  about 
not  paying  rents.  Why,  did  we  not  originate  it 
here  when  we  refused  to  pay  taxes  on  tea? 

Mr.  Ladd— Ireland  is  represented  in  Parlia- 
ment. 

Mr.  Leary— Mr.  O'Brien  comes  here  as  the 
representative  of  a  down-trodden  people.  He  is 
coming  to  what  is  considered  and  what  is  a  free 
country,  and  as  we  know  the  best  country  under 
the  sun.  He  thinks  that  if  there  is  any  place 
on  earth  where  such  a  sentiment  should  gain 
ground  it  is  in  this  country:  and  he  has  a  right 
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to  think  so.  We  have  had  a  taste  of  English 
rale  ourselves ;  he  has  had  more  of  it.  His  peo- 
ple have  had  it  for  700  years,  and  he  now  comes 
to  a  place  where  we  boast  of  our  free  institu- 
tions and  free  speech,  and  yet  here  in  the  city  of 
Boston  we  have  not  the  moral  courage  to  say  we 
will  receive  him  officially  and  entertain  him. 
I  think  it  is  our  duty  to  receive  a  person  who  is 
soul  and  body  in  search  of  freedom.  That  is  his 
sole  purpose,  and  that  question  should  be  agi- 
tated by  the  Irish  people,  and  by  all  who  have 
relations  with  them,  until  it  is  settled.  Now 
the  Irish  people  have  done  much  for  this  coun- 
try ;  it  is  not  their  place  to  boast  of  it,  because 
they  have  received  considerable  in  return. 
They  did  considerable  for  it  in  the  war  of  the 
rebellion,  but  they  should  not  boast  of  it.  I 
trust  that  we  shall  not  follow  the  example  of 
Canada.  1  hope  the  order  will  pass.  I  felt  like 
interrupting  the  gentleman,  but  I  thought  I 
would  not.  Coming  from  the  source  it  did,  I 
take  no  stock  in  it,  and  I  do  not  think  the 
others  do 

Mr.  McNary— It  is  idle  for  us  to  throw  out  the 
old  straw  of  American  sympathy  with  the  Irish 
in  their  present  struggle,  and  I,  for  one,  don't 
propose  to  treat  the  matter  upon  that  score.  Cer- 
tainly, if  the  gentleman  will  observe  the  events 
of  history,  he  will  find  that  in  the  war  of  the 
revolution  two  of  the  most  distinguished  gen- 
erals furnished  to  the  American  army  were  of 
Irish  origin— General  Sullivan  and  General 
Knox.  He  will  find  the  obligations  of  Ameri- 
cans to  the  Irish  acknowledged  by  some  of  the 
most  prominent  men.  among  them  Benjamin 
Franklin  and  John  Jay,  in  the  strongest  terms. 
He  will  find  that  Irish  sympathy  was  manifested 
for  the  United  States  when  they  had  no  sympa- 
thizers except  among  the  French,  the  Celtic 
kinsmen  of  the  Irish.  He  will  find  that  the  Irish 
Parliament  sent  troops  to  support  the  American 
rebellion,  so  termed  in  England.  He  will  find 
that  the  cause  of  American  independence  was 
materially  upheld  by  the  Irish  at  home  and  in 
this  country.  He  will,  in  fact,  find  everywhere 
good,  solid,  substantial  reasons  for  American 
sympathy  with  Irishmen.  I  don't  think  the 
Irish  cause  is  based  on  anarchistic  or  socialistic 
ideas;  I  think  it  is  based  on  faith  in  hu- 
man rights  and  human  equality;  I  think 
the  gentleman  is  wrong  in  ascribing  the 
sentiments  to  Mr.  O'Brien  that  he  has.  I 
never  knew  of  the  fact,  and  I  was  surprised 
to  hear  the  gentleman  assert  it,  that  Mr.  O'Brien 
advocated  no  rents  or  the  non-payment  of  rents 
or  the  overturning  of  the  rights  of  property. 
The  advocacy  of  these  sentiments,  so  far  as  I 
know,  has  been  conducted  by  an  Englishman 
named  George,  who  is  an  advocate  of  Mr. 
O'Brien,  but  certainly  Mr.  O'Brien  cannot  be 
accused  on  account  of  that  fact,  of  advocacy  of 
Mr.  George's  ideas.  I  for  one  think  we  would 
be  performing  only  a  proper  and  fitting  act  if 
we  received  this  distinguished  gentleman  in  a 
substantial  manner,  and  that  we  would  thereby 
reflect  credit  both  on  ourselves  and  the  city. 
The  gentleman  is  in  the  same  cause  with  one  of 
the  most  honored  and  distinguished  statesmen 
in  this  or  any  other  stage  of  the  world's  history, 
Mr.  Gladstone,  who  is,  I  consider,  one  of  the 
grandest  statesmen  of  any  age.  If  he  can  justi- 
fy himself  in  advocating  this  cause  after  his 
long  term  of  distinguished  service  at  the  head 
of  the  British  nation,  and  if  he  can  see  nothing 
wrong  in  it  and  thinks  it  perfectly  proper  and 
right,  and  if  lie  is  trying  to  devise  some  means 
by  which  Ireland  shall,  to  a  certain  extent,  be 
restored  to  a  state  of  prosperity  and  tranquility, 
I  don't  think  that  the  opinions  of  a  member  of 
this  Council  will  count  for  much  as  against 
those  of  that  distinguished  statesman.  I  can 
see  no  real,  solid,  substantial  reason  why  any  of 
the  members  of  this  Council  should  oppose  this 
order.  It  is  an  occasion  where  we  should  ex- 
tend our  entire  sympathy  to  a  man  struggling 
for  human  rights  and  liberty.    Our  entire  sym- 

Eathy  should  be  with  the  principles  advocated 
y  the  Liberal  Darty  of  England  and  the  prin- 
ciples advocated  by  that  brilliant  statesman, 
Gladestone.  I  hope  the  order  will  be  ordered  to 
a  second  reading,  and  that  the  rule  will  be  sus- 
pended and  the  order  passed. 

Mr.  Blume— I  certainly  would  be  the  last  man 
in  this  chamber  to  rise  in  opposition  to  having 
any  distinguished  gentleman  from  any  part  of 
the  world  shown  proper  courtesy  and  generous 
hospitality.  But  it  seems  to  me  that  the  ques- 
tion before  us  in  regard  to  this  gentleman  has 


taken  a  range  out  of  its  course.  If  I  under- 
stand, from  reading  the  papers,  what  Mr. 
O'Brien's  mission  is  in  this  country,  or  rather  to 
Canada,  which  is  a  part  of  this  continent,  it  is, 
as  announced  by  him,  to  expose  the  outrageous 
treatment  by  Lord  Lansdowne,  the  governing 
power  of  Canada,  of  his  tenants.  I  understand 
that  Mr.  O'Brien  is  here  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
showing  to  the  Canadian  Provinces  that  the 
Marquis  of  Lansdowne  is  an  oppressive,  hard 
and  extortionate  landlord.  That  is  ihe  mission 
he  has  announced  that  he  came  to  fulfil.  I  am 
perfectly  willing  in  my  mind  to  accord  him  all 
proper  opportunity  for  that,  whether  in  Canada 
or  in  the  United  States,  and  I  regret  exceeding- 
ly, and  have  from  the  beginning,  that  there  is 
any  opposition  to  be  heard,  without  exception, 
from  any  source,  and  1  should  regret  it  ten  times 
more  if  he  came  to  this  side  of  the  line  and 
should  not  be  treated  with  the  utmost  respect 
and  hospitality.  But  that  the  citv  government 
of  Boston  or  any  other  city  in  the  United 
States  should  take  public  action  in  regard 
to  this  mission.— to  that  proposition  I  do  not 
agree.  The  mayor  of  Boston  has,  as  we 
are  all  aware,  an  appropriation  voted 
every  year  in  the  appropriation  bill, 
of  $5000  with  which  to  entertain  distinguished 
strangers.  I  say.  let  His  Honor  the  Mayor  in- 
vite this  distinguished  gentleman  from  Dublin, 
Mr.  O'Brien,  the  editor,  and  entertain  him  roy- 
ally. He  has  the  funds,  and  if  he  exceeds  the 
amount  of  the  appropriation  the  city  govern- 
ment will  see  that  he  has  the  funds.  There  is 
no  danger  but  that  Mr.  O'Brien  will  be  royally 
and  elegantly  entertained.  There  is  greater 
danger  of  his  being  killed  with  kindness  and 
goodness,  if  he  comes  to  Boston,  than  of  his 
being  assassinated  in  Canada.  "We  all  know 
that.  But  I  say  we  have  no  business,  as  repre- 
sentatives of  the  city  of  Boston,  to  make  any 
special  demonstration  for  this  gentleman  if  he 
comes  among  us.  If  he  was  the  representative 
of  some  foreign  city,  if  he  was  a  member  of 
some  great  board  in  some  .great  city,  it  would 
have  another  aspect  entirely.  But  this  gentle- 
man is  here,  on  his  own  showing,  and  on  his 
own  declaration,  for  the  purpose  of  exposing  the 
harsh  treatment  by  Lord  Lansdowne  of  his 
tenants.  That  is  his  mission  to  America.  If 
that  is  his  mission  to  Boston  or  any  other  city, 
why,  let  it  be  so.  But  because  he  is  here  on 
that  mission  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  special 
reason  why  we  should  extend  to  him  the  public 
hospitality  of  the  city  of  Boston.  I  say,  let  him 
be  entertained — I  say  ten  times  over— royally,  as 
he  will  be.  There  is  not  a  shadow  of  doubt  but 
that  he  will  have  a  hearty  and  warm  welcome 
from  every  man  who  has  sympathy  with  him, 
and  whose  sentiments  are  in  accord  with  those 
of  the  Irish  people  in  their  struggle  to  obtain 
such  freedom  as  they  should  possess.  But  if  it 
is  urged  that  the  city  of  Boston  should  specially 
and  officially  recognize  this  gentleman  in  the 
way  propesed.  I  must,  for  one.  dissent. 

Mr.  Duggan— Mr.  President,  I  am  most  cer- 
tainly shocked  to  think  that  in  Boston,  the  cra- 
dle of  liberty,  the  home  of  Wendell  Phillips,  of 
Charles  Sumner,  and  of  the  long  line  of  heroes 
whom  Boston  has  furnished  to  this  country,  we 
should  hear  the  sentiments  expressed  tonight 
in  opposition  to  the  city  extending  its  hospitali- 
ties to  the  distinguished  apostle  of  liberty  who 
represents,  and  who  is  fighting  the  battles  of, 
the  rack-rented,  persecuted,  down-trodden  peo- 
ple. Mr.  President,  it  brings  the  blush  of  shame 
to  my  cheek  to  hear  these  sentiments  expressed 
in  the  chamber  of  the  Common  Council  of  Bos- 
ton. But.  thank  God,  these  sentiments  are  not 
expressed  by  any  true  Bostonian,  but  by  a  car- 
pet bagger  in  Boston. 

Mr.  Leary— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  the 
amendment  is  not  germane  to  the  original  or- 
der, as  the  auditor  is  already  required  to  itemize 
the  accounts. 

Mr.  Sanger— I  would  like  to  ask  if  all  the 
bills  for  the  payment  of  such  expenses  have  been 
itemized  in  previous  years? 

Mr.  Leary— I  would  answer  the  gentleman  in 
this  way :  That  the  auditor's  office  is  required 
to  do  it.  If  it  is  not  done  it  is  not  my  fault  or 
the  fault  of  anybody  else  except  the  auditor. 

Mr.  Teevens— I  accept  the  amendment. 

The  Chair — The  gentleman's  acceptance  of 
the  amendment  cannot  be  entertained  at  pre- 
sent, the  Chair  having  to  decide  upon  the  point 
of  order.  The  original  order  is  that  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  be  requested  to  extend  hospitalities 
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and  that  the  expense  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  incidental  expenses.  The  amend- 
ment is  a  iiirection  to  the  city  auditor  to  pay 
no  bills  unless  itemized,  and  he  is  further  in- 
structed to  report  to  the  City  Council  such  item- 
ized bills  in  full  detail.  The  Chair  is  of  opinion 
that  while  the  amendment  is  in  proper  form  in 
itself,  as  the  subject  matter  of  another  order,  it 
is  not  germane  to  the  subject  covered  by  the 
original  order.  The  amendment  does  not  deal 
with  the  subject  of  extending  hospitalities,  nor 
with  the  item  te  which  the  expense  is  to  be 
charged ;  but  it  plainly  relates  to  another  branch 
of  the  subject  which  is  already  covered  by  our 
joint  rules.  The  Chair  would  rule  therefore  that 
the  amendment  is  not  germane  to  the  subject 
and  cannot  be  entertained  as  an  amendment  to 
the  present  order.  The  question  is  upon  giving 
the  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  should  like  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  15  to  the  fact,  and 
ask  him  to  consider  it,  as  to  what  would  be  the 
probable  effect  of  our  having  an  agitation  in  tnis 
country  against  the  paying  of  rents.  In  my 
judgment  there  are  not  more  than  half  the 
landlords  of  our  own  country  that  would  escape 
the— 

Mr.  Carroll— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  gentleman  is  not  speaking  to  the  question 
before  the  house. 

The  Chair — The  point  is  not  well  taken,  be- 
cause the  main  question  is  upon  giving  the  order 
a  second  reading.  The  gentleman  from  Ward 
10  will  proceed.  The  Chair  presumes,  of  course, 
that  he  will  keep  as  near  to  the  question  as  the 
other  speakers  have  done. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  think  it  would  be  true  that  half 
the  landlords  of  our  country;  would  have  piteous 
tales  told  about  extortions  in  the  collections  of 
rent,  hard  stories  told  about  taking  the  last  cent 
or  something  of  that  sort,  if  theie  was  a  land 
question  agitated  in  this  country.  Therefore  I 
say  we  cannot  afford  to  let  down  the  bars  in  any 
such  way  and  admit  that  these  questions  are  of 
such  importance  that  they  should  be  given  en- 
couragement. Now  as  to  the  position  that  I  took 
in  regard  to  Ireland  and  Irishmen.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ward  15  entirely  misrepresents  me.  I 
did  not  say  a  single  word  against  Irishmen,  and 
I  do  not  propose  to  do  so.  I  Know  that  they  have 
been  among  the  shining  lights  of  the  world.  I 
know  that  the  history  of  the  civilized  world 
bristles  all  over  with  their  glorious  deeds  and 
with  their  eloquent  words— there  are  none  more 
eloquent  and  there  have  been  none  more  glori- 
ous. I  did  not  disparage  them  a  single  iota;  I 
was  only  talking  of  one  principle,  namely :  the 
attack  which  is  being  made  today  upon  property 
rights  in  the  name  of  Ireland.  I  say  that  it 
should  not  be  encouraged.  I  say  that  Irishmen 
should  be  encouraged.  We  owe  them  an  im- 
mense debt  of  gratitude  here  in  our  own  coun- 
try, and  I  hardly  know  of  a  civilized  country 
upon  the  earth  that  does  not  owe  them  a  debt  of 
gratitude.  I  am  willing  to  credit  to  them  every- 
thing which  is  properly  theirs,  and  I  never  will 
raise  my  voice  against  them  as  a  race,  or  as  a 
people,  or  as  individuals,  except  when  they  do 
things  which  are  deserving  of  censure.  I  shall 
never  forget  that  I  am  myself  a  descendant  of 
the  Scotch-Irish  stock ;  it  is  one  of  the  proudest 
boasts  that  I  am  capable  of  that  I  am  so  de- 
scended, and  I  never  shall  be  ashamed  of  it. 

Mr.  (xOMKZ— It  appears  to  me  that  the  objec- 
tion to  this  order  going  through  tonight  is  simply 
caused  or  originates  from  a  fear  that  advantage 
will  be  taken  of  the  rights  that  will  be  given  to 
the  committee  under  this  order,  and  that  some 
extravagant  expenditure  may  be  made— that 
the  members  of  the  government,  or  probably 
the  mayor,  may  make  some  extravagant  expen- 
diture. I  believe  that  fear  is  intended  to  be  ex- 
pressed in  the  amendment  that  has  been  offered. 
While  that  may  be  the  objection  on  the  surface 
I  cannot  help  feeling  that  there  is  an  undercur- 
rent or  an  underfeelmg  of  prejudice  against  this 
man.  I  do  not  think  it  is  a  right,  and  it  is  for 
that  reason  that  I  have  been  called  to  my  feet 
to  protest  against  this  attack  upon  Mr.  O'Brien 
and  his  political  principles.  If  we  are  disposed 
to  differ  with  Mr.  O'Brien  on  account  of  his 
political  opinions  I  do  not  see  why  we  cannot 
extend  the  hand  of  welcome  to  him  because  of 
his  being  an  Irishman  and  because  we  owe  to 
Irishmen  as  much  as  we  do.  Keep  politics  out 
of  it.  When  the  Continental  Guards  came  to 
Boston  a  few  years  ago,  we  did  not  say  that  we 
should  hold  any  prejudice  against  them  or  that 


we  should  give  them  the  cold-shoulder  because 
at  one  time  they  did  all  in  their  power  to  rend 
the  country  apart.  But  we  looked  upon  them 
and-said  that  we  proposed  to  encourage  them, 
because  they  had  come  back  into  the  Uniim  and 
because  they  were  Americans.  If  Mr.  O'Brien 
is  a  socialist  or  an  anarchist  we  may  in  our  hearts 
feel   like   differing  with   him   on  the  score  of 

Eolitical  opinion;  Dut  if  we  owe  as  much  to 
Ashmen  as  has  been  conceded  upon  this  floor, 
then  I  do  not  see  why  we  cannot  receive  this 
man  in  this  way  on  account  of  the  debt  we  owe 
to  his  people.  But  I  do  not  believe  that  this 
man's  political  opinions  are  of  the  rank  com- 
plexion that  has  been  flourished  here  before  us 
this  evening.  Mr.  O'Brien  is  not  an  anarchist, 
lie  is  not  a  socialist.  The  Irish  people  and  their 
descendants  in  the  United  States  are  neither 
socialists  nor  anarchists;  they  are  one  of  the 
strongest  arms  we  have  in  this  country  today 
to  stand  between  anarchy  and  the  law.  When 
the  Chicago  anarchists  defied  the  law,  and 
when  they  so  forcibly  showed  their  disposition 
to  fight  the  American  constitution,  and  to  fire 
upon  anything  that  represented  law  and  order, 
you  found  no  Irishmen  in  that  body,  but  you 
found  them  in  the  line  that  stood  between  the 
anarchists  and  law  and  order.  Mr.  O'Brien 
represents  certain  political  opinions  that  are 
rooted  in  his  country.  He  does  not  propose  to 
bring  them  here  to  us.  If  he  has  brought  them 
to  Canada  they  belonged  there,  and  he  is  justi- 
fied in  bringing  them  there.  He  comes  to  us 
for  an  expression  of  the  public  opinion  of 
the  American  people  concerning  his  position 
in  his  own  country  and  not  his  position 
here.  This  rent  question  is  all  right  in  Ire- 
land, and  if  it  comes  over  here  the  Ameri- 
can people  are  strong  enough  to  settle  it. 
I  see  no  reason  why  we  should  have  any  fears 
on  that  score.  It  is  simply  a  matter  of  bun- 
combe. We  have  been  charged  with  talking 
for  buncombe  more  than  once,  and  tonight  I 
throw  back  the  charge.  It  is  buncombe  on  the 
other  side  to  accuse  us  of  catering  to  socialist 
and  anarchist  principles  because  we  choose  to 
make  ail  open  and  public  expression  of  our  feel- 
ings towards  Mr.  O'Brien.  After  reading  of  the 
manner  in  which  this  man  has  been  treated  in 
Canada,  and  after  seeing  how  the  law-abiding 
people  of  Canada  can  attempt  assassination,  I 
sav  it  becomes  the  people  of  this  country  to 
take  the  other  side,  and  show  to  the  world  that 
we  represent  law  and  order.  Mr.  O'Brien  did 
not  go  to  Canada  to  create  any  trouble.  He 
went  there  to  express  an  opinion ;  he  went  to 
speak  openly  to  them  what  he  knew  in  regard 
to  certain  facts.  He  came  to  offer  those  people 
an  argument,  and  if  they  were  the  nice,  law- 
abiding  people  they  are  represented  to  be,  some 
of  those  people  would  have  oelieved  him,  Why 
did  they  not  listen  to  the  man  and  to  nis  argu- 
ments? And  it  they  chose  to  answer  them  in 
the  press  or  with  speeches  they  could  have  done 
so,  and  need  not  have  answered  him  by  making 
the  disturbances  they  did.  Now  I  do  not  sup- 
pose that  really  the  members  who  have  spoken 
against  this  order  of  extending  this  welcome  to 
Mr.  O'Brien  would  vote  against  the  order  only 
out  of  fear  that  the  city  will  in  some  way  or 
other  be  made  to  pay  some  extravagant  bills.  I 
think  that  the  principle  that  prompts  the  move- 
ment to  fittingly  receive  this  man  is  as  dear  to 
these  gentlemen  as  it  is  to  ine.  I  trust  that  the 
order  will  be  passed  without  amendment,  that 
we  will  go  on  record,  and  that  the  City  Council 
will  be  placed  upon  record  as  officially  inviting 
this  man  to  come  here  that  we  may  have  an  op- 
portunity to  show  the  world  that  we  appreciate 
a  man  with  such  ability  as  Mr.  O'Brien,  whether 
we  differ  with  him  or  not.  We  wish  to  show 
the  world  at  large  that  we  believe  in  free  speech, 
and  I  trust  the  order  will  pass. 

Mr.  Reilly— I  hope  the  order  will  pass,  for 
various  reasons.  In  the  first  place  Mr.  O'Brien 
lias  a  number  of  admirers  and  warm  personal 
friends  in  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  including 
the  gentleman  who  offered  the  order.  I  think 
it  would  be  an  act  of  discourtesy  not  only  to  the 
gentleman's  friends,  but  also  to  the  people  and 
nation  which  he  represents  if  the  Boston  city 
government  should  refuse  to  pass  the  order 
which  has  been  offered  here  tonight,  more  es- 
pecially so  since  the  city  of  Boston  and  its  city 
government  has  established  such  a  world-wide 
reputation  for  extending  hospitalities  on  every 
possible  occasion  to  distinguised  visitors  to  the 
city  of  Boston.    In  view  of  the  fact  that  these 
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hospitalities  have  been  extended  to  such  a 
great  extent  in  the  past,  and  are  being  contin- 
ually extended  to  visitors  here,  I  think  it  would 
be  extremely  discourteous  for  us  to  draw  the 
line  here  and  refuse  to  extend  the  hospitalities 
o£  our  city  to  a  man  coming  here  as  Mr.  O'Brien 
does,  and  representing  a  people  who  have  as 
many  trends  and  supporters  as  the  Irish  people 
have  in  this  country  today.  I  do  not  agree  with 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  11  that  by  passing 
this  order  the  City  Council  goes  on  record  as  ex- 
pressing its  sympathy  for  the  Irish  poople.  It  is 
a  fortunate  thing  that  the  people  in  Ireland  are 
not  in  need  of  any  expression  of  sympathy  from 
the  City  Council  of  Boston.  They  have  received 
expressions  of  sympathy  from  the  leading  men 
of  this  country,  from  members  of  Congress  down 
to  the  mayor.  One  evening  not  long  ago  the 
governor  and  lieutenant-governor  of  this  State, 
were  present  and  took  part  in  a  meeting  and 
openlv  expressed  their  sympathy  with  the  peo- 
of  Ireland  in  their  struggles.  I  do  not  think  it 
would  give  any  aid  to  the  cause  at  all  if  the 
Council  were  to  express  sympathy  for  that  cause, 
and  I  do  not  think  we  do  so  by  passing  this  order. 
We  are  merely  forming  in  line  and  extending 
the  hospitalities  of  a  very  hospitable  city  to  a 
gentleman'  visiting  here  from  abroad  and  repre- 
senting a  nation  to  whom  this  country  has 
reasc  n  to  be  grateful.  We  need  not  consider 
what  is  the  object  of  his  errand  here.  He  is 
here  on  a  peaceful  errand ;  it  is  to  be  presumed 
so,  at  least.  I  hope  the  order  will  pass,  and  that 
the  City  Council  will  go  on  record  as  extending 
the  hospitalities  of  the  city  of  Boston  to  the 
Hon.  William  O'Brien. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  McNary  moved  to  suspend  the  rule ; 
carried. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  put 
upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Blume— I  shall  vote  against  this  order, 
not  because,  as  I  have  already  stated  very 
clearly  I  think.  I  am  opposed  to  hospitalities  of 
the  most  cordial  and  heartfelt  character  being 
shown  to  this  distinguished  gentleman,  but 
because  it  is  already  in  the  power  of  the  mayor 
of  Boston  to  show  that  hospitality,  and  the  pas- 
sage of  this  order  is  not  needed  as  an  expression 
of  the  city  government. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ladd  it  was  voted  that  when 
the  question  on  the  passage  of  the  order  is 
taken.it  be  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Perkins — I  have  no  objection  to  the  city 
of  Boston  or  the  mayor  extending  hospitality  at 
all  times  to  celebrated  persons.  Itaink  there  is 
some  danger  that  we  may  get  such  a  reputation 
for  hospitality  as  will  induce  many  people  to 
come  this  way,  and  thereby  cost  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton a  great  deal  of  money.  But  in  this  case  I 
certainly  am  in  favor  of  the  mayor  extending  to 
the  Hon.  William  O'Brien  fitting  hospitalities. 
The  only  desire  I  have  is  that  the  city  of  Boston 
shall  not  waste  a  large  amount  of  money  in 
extending  such  hospitalities.  We  cannot  afford 
to  fool  away  any  money  this  year  on  distin- 
guished guests.  If  the  mayor  will  entertain  Mr. 
O'Brien  at  a  reasonable  expense,  and  take  it  out 
of  his  contingent  fund.  I  have  no  objection. 
But  I  have  decided  objections  to  the  passage  of 
this  order,  because  I  think  it  will  cost  a  great 
deal  more  if  we  draw  upon  a  larger  fund,  and 
the  expense  may  run  up  to  thousands  of  dollars. 
I  hope  that  the  expense  will  be  kept  down  to  a 
low  point. 

The  Chair— Before  the  matter  is  put  to  vote, 
inasmuch  as  the  Council  has  exercised  the  un- 
usual privilege  of  allowing  certain  members  to 
sit  upon  a  committee  during  the  session,  the 
Chair  will  direct  the  messenger  to  notify  the 
members  of  the  committee  that  a  roll-call  is  to 
betaken,  in  order  that  they  may  be  in  attend- 
ance if  they  desire.  The  roll-call  will  not  be 
closed  until  the  messenger  reports  that  he  has 
made  such  notification. 

Mr.  McNary— I  think  this  matter  has  been 
debated  quite  at  length  and  quite  fully,  and  I 
certainly  tt  ink  the  order  should  pass  through, 
as  I  think  the  sentiment  of  the  great  ma- 
jority of  the  members  of  the  Council  is  in  favor 
of  it.  I  for  one,  if  I  have  misquoted  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  10,  did  not  intend  to  do  so,  and 
will  apologize  to  him  if  such  is  the  case.  I  did 
not  feel  called  upon  to  stand  up  here  and  advo- 
cate the  cause  of  the  Irish  race,  because  it  speaks 
for  itself,  and  there  is  no  need  of  my  speaking 
in  advocacy  of  the  measure  as  an  Irishman.  I 
speak  simply  and  solely  as  an  American  citizen, 


who  has  as  good,  clean,  pure  and  sweet  a  title  to 
American  citizenship  as  any  man,  and  not  as  an 
Irishman  or  as  the  son  of  an  Irishman.  I  think 
the  Council  need  not  have  any  fear  that  this  is 
an  effort  wholly  in  advocacy  of  Mr.  O'Brien's 
doctrines.for  I  tnink  it  is  not.  It  is  merely  showing 
to  him  a  little  courtesy,  and  members  who  vote 
for  the  order  need  not  fear  that  they  are  plac- 
ing themselves  in  advocacy  of  those  doctrines. 
If  governors  of  States  and  senators  of  the 
United  States  and  high  and  influential  men, 
and  the  influential  journals  of  the  country,  al- 
most without  exception,  can  afford  to  advo- 
cate the  cause  that  Mr.  O'Brien  represents, 
and  which  is  so  ably  led  in  Parliament  by 
Parnell  and  Gladstone,  I  think  it  will  be  no 
reflection  upon  the  Common  Council  of  the 
city  of  Boston  if  it  also  places  itself  in  that 
same  line  and  in  the  same  direction.  I  for 
onejthink  that  this  order  ought  to  prevail  even 
as  a  mere  matter  of  sentiment  alone.  We  ought 
to  entertain  a  distinguished  man  who  comes 
into  our  midst— one  who  is  the  editor  of  one  of 
the  most  distinguished  papers  in  Europe,  who 
has  wide  culture  and  ability,  and  keen  intelli- 
gence, and  who  only  reflects  the  common  cause 
which  he  represents  in  the  British  Parliament, 
in  which  he  sits.  We  certainly  should  pay  oitr 
respects  to  that  man,  and  to  that  great  Liberal 
party  which  has  done  more  in  the  cause  of  pro- 
gress in  England  than  any  other  party  which 
has  ever  existed  in  that  nation.  It  is  the  party 
of  progress  in  the  British  empire.  I  for  one  hope 
the  order  will  go  through.  The  opposition  to  the 
matter  here  is  simply  based  on  the  ground  of 
advocating  the  doctrines  of  Mr.  O'Brien.  By 
voting  for  this  order  we  do  not  place  ourselves 
in  favor  of  those  doctrines— not  at  all.  We  sim- 
ply vote  to  entertain  a  distinguished  man  and  a 
visitor  from  a  foreign  country.  I  think  that  the 
objection  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  18 
raised  is  unnecessary.  I  do  not  think  that  the 
mayor  will  spend  any  large  amount  of  money, 
and  whatever  money  is  spent  will  be  well  spent, 
and  will  reflect  honor  to  the  city  instead  of  dis- 
grace. I  think  that  can  be  left  to  the  mayor, 
and  I  hope  the  motion  will  prevail  and  that  the 
order  will  be  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  only  wish  to  add  a  few 
words  to  the  remarks  which  have  been  ex- 
pressed by  the  gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his 
seat,  and  while  I  cannot  wholly  agree  in  what 
he  has  told  us  as  to  why  a  certain  gentleman 
should  be  entertained  by  the  city  of  Boston,  and 
while  he  may  be  right  and  I  may  be  wrong,  still 
I  think  it  right  to  express  in  a  few  words  why  I 
think  the  Hon.  William  O'Brien  should  receive 
from  us  what  is  called  in  foreign  countries  the 
freedom  of  the  city,  but  what  we  call  extending 
courtesies  to  this  distinguished  gentleman.  I 
believe  in  the  last  quarter  of  a  century  there  is 
no  man  who  can  be  so  compared  to  Kossuth  of 
Hungary  as  William  O'Brien  of  Dublin.  I  think 
if  gentlemen  remember  the  history  of  their  own 
country  and  some  other  countries,  they  will  re- 
call the  fact  that  when  Kossuth  came  to  Amer- 
ica he  was  extended  the  freedom  of  all  the  large 
cities  of  this  country,  and  was  entertained  on 
all  sides.  He  was  entertained  especially  on  ac- 
count of  being  a  man  who  had  labored  hard 
among  the  hills  of  Hungary  to  free  a  people 
brought  under  the  misrule  of  Austria.  I  think 
in  that  sense— and  that  is  not  the  only  sense  in 
which  I  shall  vote  for  this  order— that  Mr. 
William  O'Brien  is  in  a  certain  sense  the  Kos- 
suth of  the  country  to  which  he  belongs,  and  that 
the  American  people,  loving  freedom  and  con 
sidering  those  who  fight  for  freedom,  will  extend 
courtesies  to  any  gentleman  of  that  kind,  wheth- 
er he  be  a  Kossuth,  a  Phillips,  or  a  William 
O'Brien  of  Dublin.  Therefore  I  shall  vote  for 
the  passage  of  the  order,  and  I  trust  that  all  who 
have  spoken  against  the  passage  of  the  order, 
will  consider  it  in  the  light  in  which  I  have  pre- 
sented it.  This  is  extending  a  courtesy,  some- 
thing which  should  be  extended  to  a  man  who 
has  done  much  to  bring  freedom  into  his  own 
land,  and  to  spread  the  principles  of  freedom  in 
other  lands,  and  who  is  now  advocating  those 
principles  in  this  free  land  of  America. 

Mr.  FowrLER— I  wish  to  explain  briefly  why  1 
shall  vote  as  I  shall  in  regard  to  this  order,  so 
that  I  may  not  be  misunderstood.  I  have  the 
greatest  sympathy  for  the  Hon.  William  O'Bri- 
en in  the  cowardly  treatment  he  has  received  at 
the  hands  of  the  people  of  Canada.  I  believe  it 
was  the  most  extreme  and  most  abject  coward- 
ice to  undertake  to  assassinate  a  man  who  went 
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there  to  speak  his  peculiar  views,  whatever  they 
might  have  been,— and  what  they  were  I  am  not 
myself  familiar  with.  But  I  notice  one  thing, 
that  this  matter  of  entertaining  distinguished 
strangers  is  being  overdone  today  in  the  city  of 
Boston,  and  I  am  afraid  if  we  undertake  to 
do  as  proposed  by  the  order  and  appropri- 
ate from  the  contingent  fund  for  joint  ex- 
penses, which  it  is  proposed  to  do  by  spe- 
cial vote  of  the  City  Council,  the  amount 
expended  will  be  a  much  larger  sum  than 
is  sufficient  to  properly  entertain  and  do 
the  hospitalities  of  the  city  handsomely  to  the 
Hon. William  O'Brien.  I  therefore  should  prefer 
that  it  be  done  by  the  mayor  in  the  way  that  has 
been  suggested  in  the  debate  on  this  question. 
The  city  of  Boston  needs  money  for  watering 
streets,  and  needs  money  for  a  thousand  other 
things  where  it  has  none.  The  main  thorough- 
fares of  the  city  of  Boston  up  to  today  are  almost 
stifling,  and  for  almost  any  time  within  the 
last  few  weeks  up  to  this  morning  have  been 
fairly  stifling  on  account  of  dust  and  no  citizens 
of  Boston  can  ride  in  the  streets  without  crying 
"Shame"  to  the  government  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton. Why  is  this?  Go  into  the  neighboring 
town  of  Brookline  and  what  do  we  find?  That 
every  street,  no  matter  how  short  or  how  unim- 
portant the  thoroughfare  may  be,  it  is  thor- 
oughlv  watered,  and  you  cannot  find  a  street 
there  but  what  is  in  proper  condition.  In  our 
city,  on  the  other  hand,  the  main  thoroughfares 
are  neglected,  and  there  are  other  things  which 
should  be  done  for  which  we  have  no  money, 
and  w.e  have  already  tonight  voted  to  entertain 
the  gentlemen  from  the  City  Council  of  Phila- 
delphia. I  was  in  favor  of  that.  They  come 
from  a  sister  city  and  they  have  entertained 
us,  and  it  is  nothing  but  proper  that  we 
should  entertain  them  in  the  same  measure 
which  they  meted  out  to  us.  But  here 
is  a  gentleman  who  'comes  from  Ireland 
to  this  country,  as  I  understand  it,  to  convince 
the  people  of  Canada  that  the  present  governor- 
general  of  Canada  has  improperly  treated  his 
tenants  in  Ireland.  I  believe  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  10,  when  he  undertook  to  make 
comparison  between  the  rents  of  this  country 
and  rents  in  Ireland,  did  not  know  what  he  was 
talking  about.  There  is  no  comparison,  and  I 
do  not  understand  that  Mr.  O'Brien  undertakes 
to  preach  the  Henry  George  doctrine  at  all.  He 
believes  that  proper  rents  should  be  paid  by  the 
people  of  Ireland,  but  not  the  excessive  and  op- 
pressive rents  that  are  being  charged  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Ireland  today.  In  regard  to  the  statement 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10,  any  one  who 
knows  as  much  about  the  local  history  of  New 
Hampshire  as  I  do  would  know  that  the  people 
of  Derry,  the  town  in  which  he  was  born,  are 
almost  entirely  descendants  of  people  from  the 
north  of  Ireland,  which  fact  lie  lias  already  al- 
luded to.  No  one  will  accuse  me,  when  I  say 
that  there  flows  in  my  veins  the  blood  of  the  dis- 
tinguished general  who  has  been  alluded  to 
here.  General  Knox,  of  speaking  against  Mr. 
O'Brien,  when  I  tell  you  that  fact.  No,  my  op- 
position simply  grows  out  of  the  fact  that  I 
think  we  are  overdoing  this  thing.  We  are 
spending  too  mucli  money  for  entertaining  dis- 
tinguished strangers,  and  therefore  I  shall  vote 
against  the  order  on  that  ground. 

Mr.  Short— I  presume  that  the  members  of 
the  Council  have  been  sufficiently  entertanied 
upon  this  subject,  but  in  order  to  satisfy  the 
misconception  of  the  opposition  I  would  like  to 
indulge  in  a  little  buncombe,  as  it  is  called.  I 
would  like  io  say  that  I  agree  to  disagree  with 
certain  members  of  this  body  who  have  spoken 
upon  the  matter.  I  trust  that  the  order  will 
pass.  When  members  of  this  Council  put  them- 
selves on  record  as  being  friends  of  the  Irish 
race,  and  as  being  lineal  descendants  of  men  of 
exceptional  courage,  they  certainly  would  lead 
us  to  infer,  by  those  very  expressions,  that  there 
ought  to  be  some  reason  why  they  should  bp 
consistent  with  the  ideas  they  express.  When 
thev  tell  us  that  on  account  of  the  blood  of  the 
Irish  or  the  Scotch- Irish  race  that  they  possess 
they  are  friends  of  the  Irish  people,  it  certainly 
would  suggest  the  reply  that  we  do  not 
need  sentiment,  but  we  need  votes.  We 
need  these  members  to  put  themselves  on  record 
as  extending  to  as  honorable  and  as  courageous 
a  gentleman  as  ever  visited  the  city  of  Boston 
that  hospitality  that  Boston  always  exhibits 
and  extends  to  those  worthy  of  it.  I  said  when 
1  started  that  this  matter  had  been  extensively 


discussed.  It  has;  but  when  you  talk  about  the 
Irish  question,  when  you  talk  about  the  labor 
question,  when  you  hear  others  expatiate 
about  the  sublime  in  man,  and  various  other 
things  of  a  similar  nature,  you  are  apt  to  be 
classed  among  those  men  who  are  desirous  of 
exercising  their  rights  to  pose  as  demagogues. 
There  is  no  doubt  aoout  this  order  being  passed. 
There  is  a  certain  hereditary  intelligence  pos- 
sessed by  the  majority  of  this  body  that  is  a  sure 
guarantee  of  the  passage  of  this  order.  I  there- 
fore trust  that  those  who  seem  to  be  on  the 
wrong  track,  who  seem  to  have  a  misconception 
of  their  conscientious  duty  in  this  matter,  will 
at  least  in  the  near  future  change  their  ideas 
and  act  in  accordance  with  the  dictates  of  their 
consciences,  and  join  with  the  majority,  who 
believe  that  this  hospitality  should  be  extended. 

Mr.  McNary— I  car  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Burr— I  think  there  are  10  minutes  al- 
lowed for  debate  and  three  minutes  for  each 
member.    [Pause.] 

The  Chair— The  Chair  understood  the  gentle- 
man to  state  that  he  believed  a  certain  thing. 
The  Chair  has  not  contradicted  him.  Mr.  Burr 
of  Ward  23  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  Burr— I  wish  to  say  one  or  two  things, 
giving  the  reasons  why  I  think  the  previous 
question  ought  not  to  be  ordered  at  the  present 
time.  These  were  brought  to  my  mind  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  22  who  has  just  taken  his 
seat.  I  supposed  when  this  order  was  introduced 
that  it  was  introduced  in  good  faith.  I  now  have 
reason  to  believe  that  it  was  introduced  for  an 
express  purpose,  and  that  is  for  this  Council  to 
be  put  on  record,  man  by  man,  whether  or  not 
they  indorse  this  man  or  whether  they  do  not 
indorse  him  by  this  order.  Now  I  think 
the  gentleman  voices  the  sentiment  of  the 
majority  of  this  Council  when  he  says  that 
the  order  will  pass  and  he  knows  it  will,  and  it 
was  done  simply  that  this  Council  might  be  put 
upon  record.  Now  if  it  is  done  for  that  purpose, 
for  a  campaign  document,  it  seems  to  me  that 
it  is  time  that  every  man  here,  who  has  a  mind, 
should  express  it.  If  it  is  done  simply  for  the 
purpose  of  entertaining  a  distinguished  gentle- 
man from  Ireland,  regardless  of  any  political 
influence  that  it  may  have  pro  or  con,  I  should 
be  in  favor  of  his  entertainment. 

Mr.  McNawy— Much  as  I  dislike  to  interrupt 
the  gentleman,  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  Rule 
27  states  that  in  a  debate  on  a  call  for  the  pre- 
vious question  the  merits  of  the  main  question 
cannot  be  discussed. 

The  Chair— As  far  as  the  Chair  has  been  able 
to  understand  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  23,  the  Chair  does  not  perceive  that 
he  is  discussing  the  main  question  at  all. 

Mr.  McNary— I  should  like  to  ask  for  infor- 
mation what  question  the  gentleman  is  dis- 
cussing. 

The  Chair— The  question  before  the  House  is 
shall  the  main  question  be  now  put.  The  gentle- 
man is  stating — 

Mr.  Burr— Mr.  President,  I  should  like- 
Mr.   McNary— I  should  like  to  know  what 
question  the  gentleman  is  discussing. 

The  Chair— The  Chair  is  unable  to  state.  The 
question  is,  shall  the  man  question  be  now  put. 
Mr.  Burr  of  Ward  23  lias  the  floor. 

Mr.  Burr— I  trust  the  main  question  will  not 
be  put  now,  for  the  reason  that  I  believe  there 
are  other  gentlemen  here  who  have  not  ex- 
pressed themselves  upon  this  point  that  has 
been  brought  out  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
22,  and  who  would  be  willing  to  take  some  time 
here,  and  I  think  it  would  be  for  the  benefit  of 
this  Council  to  hear  them.  I  shall  vote  against 
this  order,  although  I  am  not  opposed  to  the 
mayor  extending  hospitalities  to  Mr.  O'Brien, 
as  he  has  a  perfect  right  to  do. 

The  Chair— The  gentleman's  three  minutes 
have  expired. 

Mr.  J.  J.  MuRPHy— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

Mr.  Leary— I  hope  the  main  question  will  be 
put.  The  gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his 
seat  has  not  given  any  reasons  at  all  why  it 
should  not  be  put.  We  did  not  attempt  to  put 
the  gentlemau  upon  record.  It  was  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  10  who  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  and  not  anybody  on  our  side.  I  do  not 
think  the  gentleman  who  introduced  the  order 
wants  the  yeas  and  nays  called.  It  was  the  gen 
tlemyn  from  Ward  10  who  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

Mr.  Atwood— I  hope  the  main  question  will 
be  put.    What  we  want  is  votes  on  this  matter, 
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and  I  think  it  has  been  sufficiently  discussed. 
For  one  I  shall  vote  to  extend  a  hearty  welcome 
to  this  gentleman. 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

The  Chair  stated  that  the  city  messenger  had 
notified  the  committee  which  was  in  session 
that  the  roll  call  was  about  to  be  taken. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  41,  nays  11: 

Yeas  —  Atwood.  Barry,  Bowman,  Carroll, 
Chamberlain,  Cochran,  Connolly,  Desmond, 
Dolan,  Dug-g-an,  Fisher,  Foss,  Fottler,  Gomez, 
Haggerty,  Harrington,  Hayes,  Kelliher,  Kelley, 
Kennedy.  Leary,  Mahoney,  McEnaney,  Mc- 
Kenna,  McNary,  J.  J.  Murphy,  Nunan,  O'Mealey, 
Perry,  E.  J.  Powers,  Reilly,  Shaw,  Short.  Snow, 
J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Teevens,  Tracey, 
Tattle,  Whall,  Whitmore— 41. 

Nays— Blume,  Burr,  Fowler,  Ladd,  Lattimore, 
Light,  Perkins,  Richards,  Sanger,  E.  Sullivan, 
Wilson— 11. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Carstensen,  Clark,  Cole- 
man, Coyle,  Davern,  Dewey,  Dunn,  Frost,  J.  Gal- 
lagher. P.  J.  Gallagher,  Lauten,  F.  Morison, 
F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy, 
Norton,  C  C.  Powers,  Sundberg,  Thayer,  Web- 
ster—20. 

Mr.  Teevens  moved  to  reconsider,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

IMPROVEMENT  OP  SOUTH  BAT. 

Mr.  Carroll— I  would  like  to  rise  to  a  ques- 
tion of  privilege.  I  wish  to  give  notice  that  at 
the  next  meeting  I  shall  ask  for  a  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Health,  on  the  order  in  re- 
gard to  the  improvement  of  South  bay,  referred 
to  them  on  Feb.  10.  For  the  last  four  or  five 
meetings  I  have  tried  to  call  upon  this  commit- 
tee and  one  or  two  other  committees  for  reports, 
but  it  has  not  been  possible  to  do  so.  I  there- 
fore call  for  a  report  from  that  committee. 

PAPERS     FROM      THE    BOARD     OF    ALDERMEN — 

RESUMED. 

19.  Amendment  to  the  order  concerning  the 
investigation  of  certain  charges  against  a  mem- 
ber of  this  Council,  so  as  to  provide  that  the  in- 
vestigation shall  be  public,  and  that  the  com- 
mittee shall  have  power  to  employ  a  steno- 
grapher. 

The  Council  concurred  in  the  amendment. 
Mr.  Lauten  moved  to  reconsider :  lost. 

20.  Order  to  pay  $100  to  the  Charitable  Associ- 
ation of  the  Boston  Fire  Department  and  the 
Boston  Veteran  Firemen's  Association,  to  be 
expended  on  Memorial  day  in  decorating  the 
graves  of  firemen  who  lost  their  lives  in  the 
service. 

Passed  in  concurrence  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule.  Mr.  Chamberlain  moved  to  recon- 
sider: lost. 

21.  Order  requesting  the  superintendent  of 
Common,  etc.,  to  provide  a  playground  for 
boys  in  the  Brighton  District,  at  an  expense  not 
exceeding  $175. 

Passed  m  concurrence  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule.  Mr.  McNary  moved  to  reconsider; 
lost. 

22.  Order  authorizing  the  city  architect  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  construction  of  Engine  House  No. 
6  on  a  lot  of  land  belonging  to  the  city,  according 
to  plans  approved  by  the  Board  of  Fire  Com- 
missioners. 

Passed  in  concurrence  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule.  McMcNary  moved  to  reconsider; 
lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McNary  Nos.  23,  24  and  25 
were  acted  on  together,  viz. : 

23.  Report  of  Committee  on  Department  for 
Inspection  of  Buildings,  and  order  for  the  issue 
of  a  permit  to  Tyler  Brothers  to  build  a  wooden 
building  for  storage  purposes  on  A  street,  Ward 
13. 

24.  Report  of  the  same  committee,  and  order 
for  the  issue  of  a  permit  to  M.  D.  Safford,  for  the 
Boston  Wharf  Company,  to  build  a  wooden 
building  for  mechanical  purposes  on  Congress 
street.  Ward  13. 

25.  Report  of  same  committee,  and  order  for 
the  issue  of  a  permit  to  the  South  Boston  Rail- 
road Company  to  build  a  wooden  addition  to 
building  on  First  street,  corner  of  Q  street, Ward 
14,  the  same  to  be  used  for  storage  of  coal. 

Reports  severally  accepted,  orders  passed  in 
concurrence.  Mr.  McNary  moved  to  reconsider ; 
lost. 

26.  Report  of  Committee  on  4th  of  July-,  and 
order  requesting  the  mayor  to  appoint  two  per- 
sons who  shall  have  authority  to  expend,  sub- 


ject to  his  approval,  the  amount  appropriated 
for  the  celebration  of  the  4th  of  July,  according 
ing  to  the  programme  arranged  therefor. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 
Mr.  Chamberlain  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

Water  Supply- 

27.  Report  of  the  Special  Committee  on  the 
request  of  the  Water  Board  for  additional  ap- 
propriations for  extending  the  Cochituate 
water-supply,  etc..  and  orders  for  loans,  viz.: 
835,000,  to  be  added  to  the  appropriation  for  ad- 
ditional supply  of  water,  and  to  be  expended  in 
purchasing  land  for  reservoir  No.  5,  on  Indian 
brook,  in  Ashland  and  Hopkinton ;  390,000,  to  be 
an  appropriation  for  improvement  and  protec- 
tion of  the  wrater  supply,  and  to  be  expended, 
viz. :  $40,000  for  the  improvement  of  Lake  Co- 
chituate and  Pegan  meadow;  $50,000  for  the 
protection  of  the  purity  of  the  supply,  by  agree- 
ments with  the  towns  of  Framingham  and 
Marlboro' ;  also,  a  loan  of  $150,000,  to  be  added 
to  the  appropriation  for  extension  of  mains. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  several  or- 
ders were  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  McNary  moved  to  suspend  the  rule. 

The  President — It  requires  48  votes  to  pass 
these  orders. 

Mr.  McNary— I  supposed  there  were  48  mem- 
bers present,  but  1  find  that  the  assistant  mes- 
senger thinks  there  are  not  48  members  here, 
and  therefore  I  withdraw  the  motion. 

Later  in  the  session  Mr.  Whall  moved  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule  that  the  orders  might  be 
acted  upon  at  the  present  time.  In  explanation 
he  said  one  of  the  orders  for  purchasing  land  re- 
quired immediate  action,  the  land  having  been 
bonded  to  the  city  and  the  bend  expiring  on  the 
10th  of  June.  If  the  order  is  not  passed  it  may 
necessitate  the  execution  of  new  bonds,  and  per- 
haps have  the  price  increased.  The  land  was 
procured  at  a  very  low  price  and  it  is  essential 
for  the  water  system. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  several  or- 
ders were  read  a  second  time  and  passed  in  con- 
currence ;  yeas  52,  nays  2 : 

Yeas— Atwood,  Barry,  Bowman,  Burr,  Car- 
roll, Carstensen,  Chamberlain,  Cochran,  Con- 
nolly, Desmond,  Dolan,  Duggan,  Fisher,  Foss, 
Fottler,  Fowler,  Gomez,  Haggerty,  Harrington, 
Hayes,  Keliher.  Kelley,  Kennedy.  Ladd,  Lat- 
timore, Lauten,  Leary,  Light.  Mahoney,  McKen- 
,  na.  McNary,  F.  Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  J. 
Murphy,  Nunan,  O'Mealey,  Perkins,  Perry, 
E.  J.  Powers,  Reilly,  Richards,  Sanger,  Shaw, 
Short,  Snow,  E.  J.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R. 
Sullivan,  Teevens,  Tracy,  Whall,  Whitmore— 52. 

Nays— Blume,  Wilson— 2. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Clark,  Coleman,  Coyle, 
Davern,  Dewey,  Dunn,  Frost,  J  Gallagher,  P. 
J.  Gallagher,  McEnaney,  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Mur- 
phy, Norton,  C.  C.  Powers,  Sundberg.  Thayer, 
Tuttle,  Webster— 18. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

Miscellaneous. 

28.  Report  of  Committee  on  Fire  Department, 
that  the  order  for  the  Board  of  Fire  Commis- 
sioners to  consider  the  expediency  of  making 
Hook-and -Ladder  Company  No.  12  a  permanent 
company  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted ;  order  passed  in  concurrence. 

29.  Report  ol  Committee  on  Schools;  etc..  and 
order  to  place  in  charge  of  the  superintendent 
of  public  building's  the  Hudson-street  primary 
schoolhouse,  surrendered  to  the  City  Council 
by  the  School  Committee. 

Accepted  in  concurrence. 

30.  Report  of  Committee  on  Health,  and  order 
for  the  mayor  to  hire,  for  five  years  from  May  1, 
1887,  a  lot  of  land  belonging  to  WilliamF.  Tufts, 
adjacent  to  the  southerly  end  of  M  street  South 
Boston,  at  an  annual  rental  of  $50,  said  land  to 
be  used  as  a  location  for  the  women's  bath- 
house now  located  at  the  foot  of  M  street. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 
Mr.  McNary  moved  to  reconsider:  lost. 
Fire   Department— Salaries. 

31.  Report  of  Committee  on  Fire  Department, 
that  the  order  for  the  Board  of  Fire  Commis- 
sioners to  consider  the  expediency  of  locating  a 
chemical  engine  in  that  part  of  West  Roxbury 
known  as  Canterbury,  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence, 
Mr.  McNary  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

32.  Majority  report  of  the  Committee  on  Fire 
Department,  that  the  ordinance  (approved  as  to 
form  by  the  Committee  on  Ordinances)  to  amend 
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Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1885,  so 
as  to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  Board  of  Fire 
Commissioners  to  §3500  each  per  annum,  ought 
to  pass. 

Before  the  report  was  read  Mr.  Ladd  moved 
to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  McNary— I  certainly  hope  this  motion 
will  not  prevail.  We  are  here  in  good  force  to- 
night, and  the  gentleman  is  just  as  competent  to 
judge  of  the  merits  of  this  question  tonight  as 
at  any  other  time.  If  the  gentleman  gave  any 
good  satisfactory  reasons  as  to  why  this  should 
he  laid  on  the  table  I  might  agree  with  him,  but 
it  has  been  passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
and  I  think  we  should  concur  in  their  action 
this  evening.  If  there  are  any  reasons  for  lay- 
ing it  on  the  table  I  should  like  to  hear  them. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  certainly  have  a  reason  for  ask- 
ing to  lay  it  on  the  table,  and  that  is  that  some 
objection  must  be  raised  by  those  who  have— as 
I  trust  that  every  man  here  has— a  tender  con- 
science, as  to  the  possibly  undue  influence  that 
this  would  exert  on  the  minds  of  those  who  are 
to  decide  a  question  such  as  is  to  come  before 
them.  Now  I  say  the  action  we  take  on  this 
matter  will  have  its  weight  with  the  commis- 
sioners in  the  decision  on  the  order  which  we 
have  acted  on  tonight  in  concurrence  with  the 
Board.  To  my  mind  that  is  a  solid  reason  and 
an  evident  reason  why  we  should  be  opposed 
to  action  on  this  matter  at  the  present  time.  It 
is  a  well-known  fact  that  I  am  always  opposed 
to  increases  of  salaries,  but  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  reason  I  have  just  given  should  commend 
itself  to  the  mind  of  every  honest  man,  and  we 
are  certainly  all  that;  and  we  should  allow  this 
matter  to  lie  on  the  table  until  action  on  the 
other  order  has  been  had. 

Mr.  Leary — I  certainly  must  differ  with  the 
gentleman  who  has  last  spoken  in  regard  to  this 
matter.  The  commissioners  are  not  asleep ; 
they  know  that  the  matter  is  on  our  calendar, 
and  the  mere  fact  of  delaying  it  will  have  no 
effect  at  all, as  it  will  have  to  come  up  for  action 
later.  It  will  not  have  any  effect  on  their  minds 
in  the  direction  that  the  gentleman  has  alluded 
to,  if  we  pass  this  tonight  rather  than  lay  it 
on  the  table,  in  accordance  with  his  suggestion. 
The  mere  fact  of  laying  it  over  for  two  weeks 
will  not  affect  their  minds  one  iota.  They  know 
it  is  on  the  calendar  tonight,  and  they  know 
that  in  all  probability  it  will  come  up  again.  I 
hope  the  matter  will  be  acted  on  now. 

Mr.  Gomez— I  shall  vote  for  this  order  this 
evening  for  one  reason  only,  that  I  have  a  posi- 
tive assurance  from  the  members  of  the  Board 
of  Fire  Commissioners  that  the  pay  of  the  rank 
and  file  of  the  department  will  be  considered 
favorably  by  them,  and  will  be  raised  to  where 
it  belongs.  If  I  felt  that  the  rank  and  file  would 
not  be  properly  treated  by  the  commissioners.  I 
would  oppose  this  ordinance;  I  would  vote  in 
non-concurrence,  and  I  think  there  are  enougn 
members  of  this  body  who  would  do  the  same 
thing  to  hold  it  over  until  the  salary  of  the  rank 
and  file  was  raised.  But  the  commissioners 
having  assured  me  personally,  each  one  of  them 
individually,  that  just  as  soon  as  the  money 
would  be  forthcoming  from  a  certain  source, 
the  pay  of  the  rank  and  file  would  be  increased, 
I  shall  vote  for  the  order  tonight,  and  I  hope  it 
will  be  passed. 

Mr.  McNary— I  certainly  have  heard  no  sub- 
stantial reason  given  why  the  order  should  lie 
on  the  table,  except  the  well-known  opposition 
of  the  gentleman  to  increases  of  salary  of  any 
kind.  I  do  not  think  that  is  sufficient  reason  to' 
delay  a  matter  of  this  importance,  and  unless 
there  are  some  gentlemen  here  who  wish  to 
present  a  stronger  and  more  forcible  reason,  I 
move  the  previous  question.  I  call  for  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  Sanger— I  hope  the  main  question  will 
not  be  put. 

Mr.  McNary— As  I  said,  if  any  gentleman 
here  wishes  to  debate  the  question  and  advance 
any  reasons  why  it  should  not  be  acted  on  to- 
night, I  will  withdraw  the  call  for  the  previous 
question 

Mr.  Sanger— There  is  a  minority  report  which 
was  signed  by  one  member— and  I  am  that 
member — against  the  proposed  increase  of 
salary.  It  seems  to  me  that  in  order  to 
save  time  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  10  can  practically  and  safely  be  con- 
sidered as  my  motion.  The  reason  why  I  sub- 
mitted a  minority  report  was  because  I  believed 
at  this  time  that  the  salaries  of  the  Fire  Com- 


missioners should  not  be  increased.  My  rela- 
tions with  all  three  gentlemen  on  the  board  are 
very  friendly,  and  I  have  so  good  an  opinion  of 
them  that  I  do  not  think  any  opposition  on  my 
part  would  change  any  such  relations  existing 
between  us.  My  opposition  is  on  two  grounds. 
In  the  first  place,  in  conversation  with  two  of 
the  commissioners,  they,  in  answer  to  questions 
on  my  part,  said  that  they  wished  me  to  under- 
stand that  they  had  made  no  requests  for  any 
increase  of  salary ;  but  as  we  all  should  feel  in 
the  same  position,  that  if  the  City  Council  gave 
them  $500  more,  they  would  be  very  glad  to  re- 
ceive it.  Therefore,  it  is  clear  that  there  has  not 
been  such  a  state  of  affairs  existing  as  would 
call  for  any  demand  from  them  for  an 
increase  of  salary.  Then,  again,  I  be- 
lieve that  the  increase  of  the  pay  of 
these  men  is  only  one  step  towards  the  increase 
of  the  pay  of  all  the  commissioners  now  exist- 
ing in  the  city  of  Boston.  I  will  not  say  that  I 
do  not  think  the  Fire  Commissioners  of  the  city 
deserving  of  §3500  a  year,  for  I  believe  they  are, 
and  I  should  myself  be  very  glad  to  have  them 
paid  that  amount,  and  also  the  .other  commis- 
sioners in  the  service  of  the  city.  But,  Mr. 
President  and  gentlemen,  this  is  not  a  time  for 
any  increases  of  salary  in  this  instance  or  any 
instance;  and  just  as  soon  as  we  set  the  ball 
a-rolling  there  is  no  knowing  where  it  will  stop. 
As  has  been  said  this  evening,  the  city  is  in  an 
impoverished  condition  and  cannot  afford  to  go 
to  any  extravagance  of  this  nature.  Only  this 
evening  we  saw  by  the  papers  the  opinions  of  the 
former  city  solicitors  of  the  city,  saying  that 
in  case  of  judgments  being  obtained  against 
the  city,  the  property  of  private  individuals 
can  be  levied  upon.  That  is  called  forth  by  the 
failure  of  the  Legislature  to  provide  money  for 
park  purposes.  We  are  in  an  impoverished  con- 
dition, and  this  is  no  time  to  increase  salaries. 
If  this  be.  as  has  been  suggested  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  10,  a  programme  to  increase 
the  pay  of  the  patrolmen  and  Fire  Commission- 
ers at  one  and  the  same  time,  I  care  not.  I 
merely  object  to  it  because  this  is  not  the  time 
for  an  increase  of  salaries. 

Mr.  McNary— I  cannot  exactly  agree  with  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11;  but  I 
think  in  order  to  get  the  matter  before  us  we 
ought  at  least  to  accept  the  report.  It  has  not 
been  done  yet,  and  in  courtesy  to  the  committee 
it  ought  to  be  done.  After  that  we  can  have 
any  discussion  of  the  main  subject  that  we 
please  and  advance  any  views  we  like.  In  order 
to  have  the  report  accepted,  and  have  the 
matter  properly  before  us  for  discussion,  I 
will  move  the  previous  question  now. 

The  main  question  was  ordered,  and  the  ques- 
tion came  on  accepting  the  majority  report  in 
concurrence. 

Mr.  Wilson— Do  I  understand  that  there  is  a 
minority  report? 

The  President— The  question  is  on  accepting 
the  majority  report. 

Mr.  Wilson— Do  I  understand  that  there  is  a 
minority  report.  I  would  request  that  both  re- 
ports be  read. 

The  clerk  read  the  majority  and  the  minority 
reports,  and  the  question  came  on  the  accept 
ance  of  the  majority  report. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  would  move  to  substitute  the 
minority  report  for  the  majority. 

Mr.  Whall— I  raise  the  point  of  order,  that 
the  previous  question  having  been  ordered,  no 
debate  and  no  motion  is  in  order. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

Mr.  Wilson— The  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  15  was  not  that  the  previous  question 
be  ordered  on  the  whole  matter,  but  simply 
that  it  be  ordered  on  the  question  of  laying  the 
matter  on  the  table.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  10  made  a  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  and 
in  order  to  stop  discussion  on  that  point  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  15  moved  the  previous 
question.    I  understood  it  in  that  way. 

The  President— The  gentleman  from  Ward 
15,  Mr.  McNary,  moved  the  previous  question. 
Mr.  Ladd  had  moved  to  lay  on  the  table,  and 
the  motion  for  the  previous  question  came  on 
the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table.  The  question 
then  came  on  the  main  question,  which  was 
ordered.  The  question  now  comes  on  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  majority  report. 

Mr.  Wilson— At  that  time  neither  report  had 
been  read,  and  there  was  no  matter  before  the 
Council.    For  that  reason— 
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Mr.  AY  hall— 1  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that  at 
this  juncture  no  debate  is  in  order,  and  the  gen- 
tleman is  not  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Wr.  Wilson— I  rise  for  information.  I  under- 
stood that  the  matter  stood  in  that  way  that 
without  the  reports  being  read  or  in  any  way 
being  before  us,  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10 
moved  that  the  whole  matter  lie  on  the  table. 
On  that  some  discussion  took  place.  In  order  to 
stop  discussion  at  this  stage,  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  15  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Whall— He  cannot  move  it  on  that. 

Mr.  Wilson— As  a  matter  of  fact  he  did, 
whether  he  can  or  not.  Then  the  question 
came  on  the  reading  of  the  reports  for  informa- 
tion. At  that  time,  the  reports  being  up  for  dis- 
cussion, it  seemed  to  me  to  be  right  to  move  to 
substitute  the  minority  report  for  that  of  the 
majority. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  state  that 
not  knowing  the  intent  of  the  gentleman  in 
moving  the  previous  question,  he  was  of  the 
opinion  that  he  moved  the  previous  question  on 
the  whole  subject. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order  that  this 
matter  is  on  our  calendar  for  the  purpose  of 
having  the  report  accepted  and  giving  the  order 
a  second  reading.  I  made  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table  at  once,  before  either  the  majority  or 
the  minority  report  had  been  read.  The  previ- 
ous question  was  then  moved  and  ordered,  and 
the  question  then  simply  came  as  it  stands  now 
on  the  calendar :  and  if  a  motion  to  substitute 
the  minority  report  could  have  been  made  as  the 
matter  originally  stood  on  the  calendar,  it  can 
be  made  now.  How,  then,  is  it  possible  to 
say  that  the  minority  report,  as  moved  now, 
cannot  be  substituted? 

Mr.  Sanger— It  seems  to  me  that  the  Council, 
in  order  to  judge  intelligently  of  the  questions 
that  come  before  them  ought  to  have  all  the  in- 
formation on  the  calendar  that  is  obtained  by 
the  committee.  They  are  simply  by  the  calen- 
dar informed  that  the  majority  report  was  be- 
fore them  for  consideration.  There  was  no 
statement  as  to  the  minority  report,  although  at 
the  end  of  No.  39  it  says :  The  question  is  on  the 
acceptance  of  said  reports.  I  believe  that  the 
gentlemen  of  the  Council  should  have  the 
minority  report  before  them  for  their  considera- 
tion at  this  time. 

Mr.  McNary— I  rise  to  a  point  of  oraer.  The 
only  report  before  us  is  the  minority  report,  that 
having  been  accepted  by  the  Board  and  sent 
down  to  us  for  concurrence.  Practically,  there 
is  no  minority  report  in  existence,  so  far  as  we 
are  concerned.  The  queston  is  on  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  majority  report  which  passed 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  which  conies  here 
for  concurrence. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  would  ask  for  the  ruling  of  the 
Chair  upon  whether  when  two  reports  are 
sent  from  a  committee  to  the  City  Council,  and 
the  majority  report  is  accepted  in  one  branch, 
whether  or  not  the  other  branch  is  precluded 
from  accepting  the  minority  report  if  it  sees  fit 
so  to  do,  and  whether  it  can  substitute  one  re- 
port for  the  other? 

Mr.  Whall— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  the 
question  is  not  pertinent  to  the  matter  in  issue 
before  the  Council. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  state  his  po- 
sition, so  that  members  may  understand  it :  As 
appears  by  the  calendar  only  the  majority  re- 
port comes  down  to  be  accepted  in  concurrence 
Mr.  Ladd  moved  to  lay  the  matter  on  the  table, 
and  Mr.  McNary  moved  the  previous  question, 
The  only  subject  on  the  calendar  was  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  majority  report,  as  it  came  in 
that  form  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen  for  our 
concurrence.  Had  Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  9,  before 
Mr.  McNary  moved  the  previous  question, 
moved  to  substitute  the  minority  report  for  that 
of  the  "majority,  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9 
would  have  been  in  order.  But  at  the  present 
stage  of  proceedings  the  motion  to  substitute 
the  minority  report  for  that  of  the  majority  is 
not  in  order. 

The  question  on  accepting  the  majority  report 
was  put,  and  the  president  being  in  doubt  the 
Council  was  divided,  20  in  favor,  23  against,  and 
the  motion  was  declared  lost.  Ml-.  McNary 
doubted  the  vote,  and  on  his  motion  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  ordered  and  the  majority  report 
was  accepted ;  yeas  30,  nays  21 : 

Yeas— Barry,  Bowman,  Carroll,  Cochran,  Con- 
nolly, Desmond,  Dolan,  Foss,  Gomez,  Haggerty, 
Harrington,  Hayes,  Kehiler,  Kelley,  Kennedy. 


Leary,  Mahoney,  McKenna,    McNary,    Nunan, 
O'Mealey.  Perry.  L.  J.  Powers,  Reilly,  Short,  J. 
H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  leevens.  Tracy,  Whall 
—30. 
Nays— Atwood.  Blume.  Burr,  Carstensen,  Dug- 

£an,  Fisher,  Fottler,  Fowler.  Ladd,  Latthnore, 
,auten,  F.  R.  Morrison,  Perkins,  Richards,  San- 
ger, Shaw,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  Tuttle.  Wilson— 21. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Clark,  Coleman,  Coyle, 
Davern,  Dewey,  Dunn.  Frost,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J. 
Gallagher, Light,  McEnaney,  F.  Morison,  J.  Mur- 
phy, J.  J.  Murphy.  W.  H.  Murphy,  Norton, 
C.  C.  Powers,  Sundberg,  Thayer,  Webster,  Whit- 
more— 21. 

Mr.  F.  Morison  announced  that  he  was  paired 
with  Mr.  Whitmore,  who  would  vote  yes,  and 
Mr.  Morison  would  vote  no. 

The  ordinance  was  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing, and  laid  over. 

Kevi  Bridge  to  Cambridge. 

33.  Message  of  the  mayor  giving  notice  of  the 
appointment  and  organization  of  the  commis- 
sioners on  the  construction  of  a  new  bridge  to 
Cambridge. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whall,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance.  Mr.  Whall  moved  to  recon- 
sider; lost. 

MORTON   STREET   GRAVEL  BANK. 

Mi-.  Sanger  called  up  the  past  assignment, 
viz.  : 

36.  Report  of  the  superintendent  of  streets  on 
the  subject  of  gravel  taken  from  the  bank  on 
Morton  street. 

The  question  was  on  placing  on  file. 

Mr.  Sanger— Before  this  report  of  the  super- 
intendent of  streets  is  placed  on  file,  it  seems  to 
me  proper  that  a  further  explanation  should  be 
made  as  to  nay  purpose  in  introducing  the  order 
at  the  meeting  on  March  24  last.  At  that  meet- 
ing certain  remarks  were  made  by  me  which 
may  be  found  on  page  303  of  the  Council  min- 
utes. To  briefly  summarize  those  remarks,  in 
case  they  are  not  recalled,  I  will  say  that  the 
records  of  the  Registry  of  Deeds  for  Suffolk 
county  showed  at  that  time  a  piece  of  land  on 
Morton  street,  in  Ward  23,  to  be  standing  in  the 
names  of  the  wives  of  John  M.  Galvin,  now 
superintendent  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery,  and  of 
Joseph  H.  O'Neil,  the  present  city-  clerk,  and 
last  year  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  Public  Institutions;  that,  while  seeking  to 
verify  certain  reports  as  to  gravel  being  taken 
from  this  land  and  used  ai  d  paid  for  by  the 
Paving  Department  of  the  city,  I  found  from 
the  bills  on  file  in  the  city  auditor's  office  that 
John  M.  Galvin  was  paid  8342.25  from  August, 
1886,  to  January. 1887,  inclusive,  for  certain  gravel 
furnished  the  Paving  Department,  but  there 
was  no  evidence  as  to  whether  this  gravel  came 
from  the  Morton-street  land  or  not ;  nor  were 
any  bills  found  showing  that  Mr.  O'Neil  or  his 
"wife  had  sold  any  gravel  to  the  city.  On  page 
61  of  the  report  of  the  superintendent  of  streets 
for  this  year,  (City  Document  No.  16.)  which  con- 
tains a  schedule  supposed  to  give  the  names  of 
all  persons  of  whom  purchases  were  made  dur- 
ing the  year  by  that  department,  "J.  W.  Galvin" 
appeared  to  have  received  $342.25  for  "teaming." 
The  amounts  being  identical,  there  seemed  to  be 
good  reason  for  believing  the  transactions  to  be 
the  same,  but  in  order  that  the  error  in  print,  if 
it  proved  to  be  an  error,  might  be  corrected  in 
print  and  an  explanation  given,  if  thought  ad- 
visable, I  introduced  the  order,  and  for  reasons 
which  will  appear  later,  I  wished  to  ascertain 
whether  any  other  persons  had  been  paid  for 
gravel  taken  from  the  Morton-street  bank,  and 
if  so,  how  much  was  paid. 

Now,  we  have  the  answer  of  the  superinten- 
dent of  streets,  which  may  be  found  in  print  on 
page  460  of  the  Council  minutes.  From  this  it 
appears  that  J.  M.  Galvin  was  paid  during  the 
year  $342.25  for  gravel,  and  that  was  all  that  was 
purchased  from  the  Morton-street  bank,  so  far 
as  the  superintendent  of  streets  knows.  No 
mention  is  made  of  what  now  appears  to  have 
been  an  error  in  the  printed  report  referred  to, 
which  showed  "J.  W.  Galvin"  to  have  been  paid 
that  amount  for  "teaming."  But  it  is  proper  for 
me  to  say  that  at  the  hearing  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Laying  Out  and  Widening  Streets,  to 
whom  this  order  was  originally  referred,  the 
head  bookkeeper  of  the  Street  Department  stated 
that  it  was  an  error,  made  by  a  clerk,  who  was 
not  himself  present  to  make  the  explanation. 

The  number  of  single  and  double  loads  of 
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gravel  purchased  each  mouth  from  Mr.  Galvia 
are  enumerated  in  this  report.  By  adding  them 
together. 591  and  294,etc.  and  291  and  205,etc.,I  find 
that  1121  single  loads  and  620  double  loads  were 
paid  tor  by  the  city.  The  foreman  in  charge  of 
the  Paving  Department  in  Ward  23  stated  at  the 
hearing  which  I  have  referred  to,  that  from  18 
to  20  cubic  feet,  usually  18  cubic  feet,  was  the 
allowance  for  a  single  load,  and  from  35  to  40 
cubic  feet,  usually  35  cubic  feet,  for  a  double 
load  of  gravel.  I  have  made  a  computation, 
taking  the  highest  figures  given  by  him,  and 
find  that  1121  loads  at  20  cubic  feet— 22,420  cubic 
feet— and  that  020  loads  at  40  cubic  feet— 24,800 
cubic  feet— making  a  total  of  47,220  cubic  feet 
paid  for  by  the  city.  This  divided  by  27.  the 
number  of  cubic  feet  in  a  yard,  makes  1748  S-10 
cubic  yards.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  certificate 
signed  by  J.  Edwin  Jones,  surveyor,  which  Mr. 
Jones  is  ready  to  verify,  if  required.  He  author- 
izes me  to  use  it  here,  and  it  reads  as  follows : 
Jamaica  Plain,  Feb.  23, 1S87. 

This  certifies  that  the  amount  of  material  re- 
moved from  the  side  of  the  hill  on  land  formerly 
of  Andrew  Peters  on  Morton  street  is  approx- 
imately eleven  hundred  and  sixty-four  (1164) 
en.  yds. 

This  amount  does  not  include  the  stone  screen- 
ings, boulders,  etc.,  now  lying  in  piles  within 
the  bank  or  dumped  on  the  side  of  the  roadway 
opposite.  J.  Edwin  Jones,  Surveyor. 

So,  if  the  statement  of  Mr.  Jones  is  true,  and 
he  is  known  to  be  a  surveyor  of  excellent  stand- 
ing and  repute,  the  city  has  paid  for  584  cubic 
yards  more  of  gravel,  or  over  50  per  cent  more 
than  has  been  taken  from  the  bank,  according 
to  the  survey.  These  5S4  cubic  yards  are  equal 
to  about  788  single  loads  or  394  double  loads  of 
gravel. 

That  is  all.  I  have  sought  to  state  facts  mere- 
ly and  shall  make  no  extended  comments  at 
this  time.  The  account  of  the  loads  furnished 
was  kept  by  employees  of  the  Paving  Depart- 
ment in  Ward  23,  and  such  account  was  accepted 


by  Mr.  Galvin,  who  received  the  money  in  pay- 
ment in  behalf  of  the  owners  of  the  land.  The 
teams  of  the  city  went  to  the  bank  and  took  the 
gravel  from  time  to  time  as  needed  by  the  Pav- 
ing Department  for  use  in  the  vicinity. 

Before  closing  I  wish  to  say,  as  I  said  on  the 
24th  of  March,  that  I  make  no  reflection  on  the 
superintendent  of  streets,  for  I  believe  him  to 
be  an  honest  and  an  efficient  official ;  neither  do 
I  believe  that  the  foreman  of  the  department  in 
Ward  23,  although  responsible  for  the  acts  of  his 
employees,  had  any  doubt  but  that  the  account 
was  being  accurately  kept  and  that  the  interests 
of  the  city  were  being  protected.  But  the  facts 
as  stated  show  a  carelessness,  at  least,  on  the 
part  of  some  one,  whether  in  league  or  not  with 
the  agents  of  the  owners  of  the  bank  I  know 
not,  in  carrying  on  the  transactions,  whereby 
the  city  has  not  received  an  equivalent  for 
money  paid. 

The  report  was  placed  on  file. 

WOODEN  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Keliher  submitted  reports  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  the  Department  for  the 
Inspection  of  Buldings,  recommending  the  pas- 
sage of  orders  authorizing  the  granting,  on  the 
usual  conditions,  of  permits  to  erect  as  follows: 

Charles  O.  Beck,  wooden  addition  to  building 
on  Franklin  street,  corner  of  Braintree  street, 
Ward  25,  to  be  occupied  for  stores  and  manufac- 
turing. 

Herman  Drake,  wooden  addition  to  building 
on  406  Border  street.  Ward  2,  to  be  occupied  as  a 
carpenter  shop. 

H.  S.  Robinson,  wooden  addition  on  New 
street,  Ward  2,  to  be  occupied  for  manufacturing 
purposes. 

Leonard  Pickering,  wooden  building  on  Mor- 
ris street,  AVard  1,  to  be  occupied  as  a  stable. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed.  Mr.  Keliher 
moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

Adjourned  at  10.44  P.  M.,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Fottler. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Tuesday,  May  31,  1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
4  o'clock  P.M.,  Ala.  Donovan,  chairman,  presid- 
ing.  •  Absent— Aid  N.  G.  Smith. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  McLaughlin  the  reading 
of  the  record  of  last  meeting  was  dispensed 
with. 

HEARINGS  AT  4  P.M.    ON  ORDERS  OF   NOTICE. 

1.  On  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Howard  and  Wayland  streets  and  through  pri- 
vate lands. 

2.  On  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Washington  street,  Ward  25. 

No  objections.  Recommitted  to  Committee  on 
Sewers. 

3.  On  petition  of  Edwin  B.  Horn,  for  leave  to 
project  a  bay  window  from  building  corner 
West  Newton  street  and  Huntington  avenue. 

4.  On  petition  of  George  Mack,  for  leave  to 
project  a  bay  window  from  building  No.  1  Long- 
wood  avenue,  Ward  22. 

No  objections.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Sur- 
vey and  Inspection  of  Buildings  (Aid.) 

5.  On  petition  of  Wood  Brothers  for  a  license 
to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  steam  engine  of 
four-horse  power  at  Weeks  &  Plummer's  wharf, 
East  Boston. 

No  objections.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Steam  Engines. 

6.  On  petition  of  Boston  Consolidated  Street 
Railwav  Co.,  for  leave  to  lay  an  additional  track 
in  Cambridge  street,  between  Perkins  street  and 
Clinton  place,  Charlestown. 

No  objections.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Railroads. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines,  etc.— 
Joseph  Breckenridge,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use 
a  steam  boiler  of  12-h.orse  power  for  heating 
purposes  at  corner  of  Melville  avenue  and  Alls- 
ton  street. 

William  Wallace,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use 
a  steam  boiler  of  four-horse  power  for  heating 
purposes  at  348  Shawmut  avenue. 

R.  H.  Allen  and  others,  for  leave  to  locate  and 
use  four  steam  boilers  of  eight-horse  power  each 
for  heating  purposes  at  Huntington  avenue  and 
West  Newton  street. 

Peter  Graffam,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  four 
steam  boilers  of  eight-horse  power  each  for 
heating  purposes  on  Huntington  avenue,  107,  109, 
111,  and  113. 

R.  H.  Allen  and  others,  for  leave  to  locate  and 
use  two  steam  boilers  of  eight-horse  power  each 
for  heating  purposes  at  132  and  134  Huntington 
avenue. 

Edward  B.  Horn,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use 
two  steam  boilers  of  eight-horse  power  each  for 
heating  purposes  at  136  and  138  Huntington 
avenue. 

E.  J.  McElroy,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a 
steam  boiler  of  eight-horse  power  for  heating 
purposes  at  855  East  Sixth  street. 

■To  the  Committee  on  Health  (Aid.)— Leonard 
Pickering,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  proposed 
wooden  building  for  15  horses,  on  Morris  street, 
near  Brooks  street.  Ward  1. 

Frank  Casey,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old 
wooden  building  for  two  horses,  on  Paris  street, 
No.  219  and  221,  Ward  2. 

William  C.  Webber,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
proposed  wooden  building  for  15  horses,  on 
Eighth  street,  opposite  Gates  street,  in  the  rear, 
Ward  15. 

Benjamin  Leeds,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  pro- 
posed wooden  building  for  two  horses  on  Lam- 
bert avenue,  No.  88,  near  Cedar  street.  Ward  21. 

James  Brennan,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  pro- 
posed wooden  building  for  one  horse  on  Byron 
Court,  No.  5.  Ward  23. 

R.  B.  Richardson,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  pro- 
posed wooden  building  for  one  horse,  on  Metro- 
politan avenue,  Ward  23. 

C.  A.  Barney,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  proposed 
wooden  building  for  two  horses,  on  Stanton  ave- 
nue, Ward  24. 


To  the  Committee  on  Sewers  {Aid.)— Henry  L. 
Pierce  and  others,  that  a  proper  system  of 
drainage  be  provided  for  the  locality  known  as 
Dorchester  Lower  Mills. 

James  H.  Stark  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in 
Savin-Hill  avenue  and  Grampian  Way  to  con- 
nect with  the  intercepting  sewer. 

John  M.  Way,  for  a  sewer  in  a  portion  of  Elmo 
street,  Ward  24. 

James  A.  King,  that  he  may  be  paid  the  bal- 
ance due  him  for  the  construction  of  a  tunnel 
sewer  in  Centre  street,  Dorchester. 

Charles  H.  B.  Breck  and  others,  that  the  boom 
on  Tremont  street,  from  the  Newton  line  to  Oak 
square,  be  cleaned  out  and  that  a  proper  sewer 
be  built  to  carry  off  the  waters  of  said  boom 
and  the  drainage  of  the  several  estates  adjoin- 
ing. 

Hiram  Gerrish,  for  permission  to  extend  his 
private  drain  to  the  sewer  in  Sargent  street, 
Dorchester. 

Ellen  Killian,  for  abatement  of  sewer  assess- 
ment against  estate  21  Lincoln  street,  Ward  25. 

Elizabeth  Jones,  for  abatement  of  sewer 
assessment  against  her  estate,  1016  Tremont 
street. 

Susan  D.  Messenger,  for  abatement  of  sewer 
assessment  against  her  estate,  81  Walnut 
avenue,  Roxbury. 

Annie  M.  Jackson,  for  abatement  of  a  portion 
of  sewer  assessment  against  her  estate  on  Moore 
street,  East  Boston. 

To  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department  (Aid.) — 
Maverick  Oil  Company,  for  renewal  of  their 
license  to  manufacture,  refine,  mix,  store,  and 
keep  for  sale  at  the  works  in  Chelsea  street, 
East  Boston,  and  to  store  and  keep  for  sale  at  61 
Broad  street  petroleum  and  its  products. 

Underhay  &  Co.,  for  a  license  to  store  and 
keep  for  sale  the  products  of  petroleum  at  275 
Franklin  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Railroads  —  Remon- 
strance of  New  York  &  New  England  Railroad 
Company,  against  granting  the  South  Boston 
Railroad  Company  a  location  of  tracks  on  A 
street. 

Remonstrance  of  B.  F.  Sturtevant  and  others, 
against  granting  a  location  to  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad  Company  on  Elm  and  Everett  streets. 
Jamaica  Plain. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims— Henry  V.  Vinal, 
for  compensation  for  injury  to  his  house,  24 
Newcomb  street,  by  the  construction  of  a  sewer 
in  said  street. 

Henry  J.  Bartlett.  mortgagee  in  possession, 
that  the  balance  arising  from  tax  sale  of  estate 
on  Dale  street,  of  Rufus  H.  Davis,  be  paid  to 
Augustus  Wilkins. 

Henry  J.  Bartlett,  mortgagee  in  possession, 
that  the  balance  arising  from  tax  sale  of  estate 
on  Blue-hill  avenue  and  Edgewood  street,  of 
Daniel  J.  Johnson,  be  paid  to  Augustus  AVilkins. 

To  the  Committer  on  Lamps— G.  L.  Williams 
and  others,  that  Maxwell  street,  Dorchester, 
be  lighted  by  public  lamps. 

James  Teevan,  tor  public  lamps  in  passage- 
wav  in  rear  of  581  Shawmut  avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Electric  I  Vires— Thomas 
J.  Hanlon,  for  the  removal  of  a  telegraph  pole 
at  87  Howard  avenue,  a  distance  of  fifteen  feet 
further  south. 

N.  E.  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Co.,  for  leave 
to  erect  poles  on  Pond  street,  Ward  25,  between 
May  street  and  the  Brookline  line. 

Fire  Commissioners,  for  leave  to  erect  poles 
for  rfre  alarm  wires  on  Walnut  avenue,  Seaver 
street,  Dennis  street  and  G.  street. 

To  the  Com m  if  ti  e  mi  Pa rin  (/—John  Soley,  to 
move  a  wooden  building  from  Revere  Beach  & 
Lynn  railroad  to  machine  shop  of  said  railroad. 

John  Soley,  to  move  a  wooden  building  from 
28  Winthrop  street  to  35  Lynn  street,  Ward  5. 

John  J.  Ahern,  to  move  a  wooden  building 
from  1464  Tremont  street  to  11  Oregon  street, 
Ward  22. 

William  R.  Cavanagh,  to  move  a  wooden 
building  from  rear  of  977  Adams  to  rear  of  875 
Adams  street,  Ward  24. 

James  Doyle,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
his  estate  by  the  raising  of  the  grade  of  Haskins 
street. 

Th.  F.  B.  Robinson  Co.,  for  leave  to  lay  an  iron 

ipe  under  and  across  Centre  street,  Ward  23, 
or  the  conveyance  of  water. 

Mrs.  C.  Q.  Hill  and  others,  for  a  plank  walk  on 
St.  John  street,  between  Centre  and  Rock  "View 
streets,  i 

P.  A.  Burns,  for  leave  to  make  two  openings 
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in  the  sidewalk  on  Warren  street,  and  one  open- 
ing on  Lansing  street,  in  front  of  his  estate  on 
the  corner  of  said  streets. 

J.  M.  Rodocanachi,  for  edgestones  and  a  brick 
sidewalk  on  a  portion  of  Smyrna  street,  south- 
west side. 

Petitions  for  edgestones  and  brick  sidewalks 
in  front  of  estates  as  follows: 

William  H.  Smith,  306,  30S,  310,  324  and  326 
West  Chester  Park. 

Michael  Kelly,  Hulbert  street, northerly  corner 
Regent  street. 

Albion  Knowlton,  132  and  131  Huntington 
avenue. 

Augustus  Myers,  corner  of  Washington  and 
Sorinth  streets.  Ward  23. 

Salmon  P.  Hibbard,  63  Crawford  street. 

Mrs.  S.  C.  McAdams,  775  East  Fifth  street. 

Lyman  Locke,  H,  Sixth  and  Fifth  streets. 

Petition  for  edgestones  in  front  of  estates  as 
follows : 

Jacob  Woll  and  Katherine  Sturm,  44,  46  and  48 
Ward  street,  Roxbury. 

Charles  Davis,  northerly  side  of  Thorndike 
street. 

For  brick  sidewalks  as  foljows: 

Margaret  C.  Haywood,  5  High  street.  Ward  24. 

Robert  Tomilson,  458  East  Seventh  street. 

George  R.  Fowler,  6  and  8  Taber  street.  Ward 
20. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Murphy,  22,  24  and  26  Brooks 
street,  and  corner  of  Chelsea  and  Biooks  street. 
East  Boston. 

B.  F.  Bean  and  others,  27  to  41,  inclusive,  Den- 
nis street,  Roxbury. 

William  Waters,  Jr.,  Brooks  street,  corner  of 
Wghite  street.  East  Boston. 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Common— Henry 
Hussey,  that  a  decayed  tree  in  front  of  his  estate 
784  East  Fourth  street,  may  be  removed. 

To  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings— A.  Martin,  for  leave  to  build  two 
wooden  buildings,  larger  than  allowed  by  ordi- 
nances, on  Gustm  street,  Ward  15. 

PETITIONS  FOR  STEAM   ENGINES. 

On  the  following  petitions,  viz. : 

W.  W.  Stall,  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary 
steam  engine  of  three-horse  power  at  Odd  Fel- 
lows' Hall  building  on  Tremont  street. 

John  Becker,  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary 
steam  engine  of  10 -horse  power  at  50  Hartford 
street. 

J.  Hendrie  &  Bro.,  to  erect  and  use  a  station- 
ary steam  engine  of  four-horse;  power  at  Blue- 
hill  avenue,  and  Glen  road. 

Orders  of  notice  were  passed  for  hearings 
thereon  on  Monday,  June  20,  at  4  o'clock  P.M. 

PETITION  FOR  BAY  WINDOW. 

On  the  following  petition,  viz. : 

Henry  C.  Haven,  to  project  a  bay  window  from 
building  No.  17  Exeter  street. 

An  order  of  notice  was  passed  for  a  hearing 
thereon,  on  Monday,  June  13,  at  4  o'clock  P.M. 

VISIT  OF  ROBERT  E.  LEE  CAMP,  CONFEDERATE 

VETERANS. 

Aid.  Maguire  presented  the  following: 
To  the  Honorable  City  Council  of  the  City  of 

Boston. 

The  undersigned  petitioners  respectfully  rep- 
resent that  on  the  16th,  17th  and  18  days  of  June 
next  Robert  E.  Lee  Camp  of  Confederate  of  Vet- 
erans o£  Richmond,  Va.,  will  visit  the  city  of 
Boston  and  become  the  guests  of  John  A.  An- 
drew Post,  G.  A.  R. ;  that  this  party  will  em- 
brace the  governor  and  many  of  the  most  promi- 
nent citizens  of  Virginia  to  the  number 
of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty;  that  this 
body  of  men  will  parade  in  Boston,  par- 
ticularly in  the  Charlestown  District,  on 
the  17th  of  June,  in  the  Confederate 
gray  uniform;  that  it  is  designed  by  the  John  A. 
Andrew  Post  to  accord  to  these  visitors  such  re- 
tention and  entertainment  as  will  reflect  honor 
and  credit  upon  the  city  of  Boston,  and  serve  to 
cement  more  closely  in  feelings  of  good  will  the 
people  of  the  two  old  Commonwealths;  that 
such  reception  and  entertainment  will  involve 
the  expenditure  of  a  large  sum  of  money,— es- 
mated  at  four  to  five  thousand  dollars,— to  the 
payment  of  which  John  A.Andrew  Post  stands 
pledged ;  that  the  funds  of  the  post  are  not 
sufficiently  large  to  warrant  so  heavy  an  ex- 
penditure, and  therefore  we  do  most  earnestly 
request  that  your  honorable  body  appropriate 
and  set  apart  the  sum  of  not  over  $2500,  ana  that 


this  sum  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  such 
expenses  as  may  be  incurred  in  the  entertain- 
ment of  R.  E.  Lee  Camp  during  their  sojourn  in 
Boston.  Also,  that  you  appoint  a  joint  com- 
mittee from  the  two  branches  of  your  honorable 
body  to  act  for  the  city  of  Boston,  and  represent 
the  city  at  the  banquets  and  on  all  social  occa- 
sions incident  to  such  entertainment. 

We  believe  it  not  improper  to  state  that,  on 
the  occasion  of  the  visit  of  John  A.  Andrew 
Post  to  the  city  of  Richmond  last  October,  they 
were  the  recipients  of  such  spontaneous  hospi- 
tality, aided  and  made  possible  by  a  liberal 
appropriation  by  the  city  of  Richmond,  as  would 
do  honor  to  our  own  or  any  other  city.  This 
petitition  is  authorized  by  a  unanimous  vote  of 
John  A.  Andrew  Post,  No.  15,  Department  of 
Massachusetts,  G.  A.  R.,  assembled  in  regular 
meeting  at  its  headquarters,  1151  Washington 
street,  Boston,  on  this  20th  day  of  May,  A.D.  1887 
William  B.  Daley,  Commander, 
Post  15,  G.  A.  R. 

Samuel  B.  Read,  Adjutant. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  move  the  reference  of  that 
petition  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  with  in- 
structions to  report  next  Monday.  I  do  not 
know  that  I  can  add  anything  to  what  is  stated 
in  the  petition.  It  is  the  unanimous  wish  of 
the  members  of  the  post  that  the  petition  be 
granted.  Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  was  going  to  present 
the  petition,  but  was  unexpectedly  called  away 
and  could  not  be  here. 

Aid.  Carroll— It  seems  to  me  that  if  the 
gentleman  desires  to  have  anything  at  all  done 
in  the  matter,  it  would  be  better  to  simply  refer 
the  petition  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  If 
we  refer  it  with  instructions,  it  will  have  to  go 
to  the  Common  Council  for  concurrence.  It 
seems  to  me  it  would  better  to  let  it  go  simply 
without  instructions. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  withdraw  the  instructions. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  did  not  hear  the  first  part 
of  the  petition,  but  I  suppose  it  is  for  the  city  to 
help  entertain  our  visitors  from  Virginia.  I 
would  like  to  have  it  so  altered  or  changed  that 
the  city  could  embrace  the  opportunity  to  assist 
in  entertaining  the  veterans  who  are  coming,  at 
the  same  time,  from  different  parts  of  the  State. 
I  think  the  chairman  knows  which  veteran 
association  I  mean. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  will  remind  the 
alderman  that  the  only  matter  before  the  Board 
at  this  time  is  the  petition  of  John  A.  Andrew 
Post. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  withdraw. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

7.  Request  of  the  School  Committee  for  a 
brick  sidewalk  in  front  of  the  Martin  school- 
house.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Paving. 

8.  Report  of  Board  of  Health,  inexpedient  to 
erect  a  bath-house  for  boys  on  Stony  brook. 
Placed  on  tile. 

9.  Report  of  Committee  on  Printing,  "ought 
not  to  pass,"  on  order  relative  to  printing  the 
annual  report  of  the  city  auditor;  with  notice  of 
indefinite  postpopement  of  the  order  passed  by 
the  Board  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  report. 

Report  accepted  in  concurrence.  Notice 
placed  on  file. 

10.  Report  and  order,  Committee  on  the  De- 
partment for  the  Inspection  of  Buildings,  au- 
thorizing a  permit  to  Leonard  Pickering  to 
erect  a  wooden  building  on  Morris  street, 
Ward  1. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 

11.  Report  and  order  from  same  committee, 
authorizing  a'  permit  to  H.  S.  Robinson  to  erect 
a  wooden  addition  on  New  street,  Ward  2. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 

12.  Report  and  order  from  same  committee, 
authorizing  a  permit  to  Charles  O.  Beck  to  erect 
a  wooden  addition  on  Franklin  street,  Ward  25. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 

13.  Report  and  order  from  same  committee, 
authorizing  a  permit  to  Herman  Drake  to  erect 
a  wooden  addition  at  406  Border  street,  Ward  2. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 

14.  Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Buildings, 
no  action  necessary  at  the  present  time  on  an 
order  for  better  ventilation  of  Aldermanic  and 
Common  Council  Chambers. 

Accepted  in  concurrence. 

15.  Report  and  order  from  same  committee, 
authorizing  the  mayor  to  execute  a  lease  to 
Charles  Russell  Lowell  Post  7,  G.   A.  R„  of  the 
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room  on  the  third  floor  of  the  old  Franklin 
schoolhouse  for  five  years  from  July  1,  1887,  at  an 
annual  rental  of  Si,  on  condition  that  said  post 
shall  make  all  necessary  repairs  and  alterations 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  superintendent  of  pub- 
lic buildings,  and  also  that  the  city  may  termi- 
nate said  lease  at  any  time  after  giving  three 
months'  notice  to  said  post  of  its  intention  so 
to  do. 
Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 

16.  Report  and  order,  Committee  on  Markets, 
providing  that  after  June  1,  1887,  the  hour  for 
opening  Fanenil-hall  Market  shall  be:  from 
the  first  Monday  in  April  to  the  first  Monday  in 
October,  5.30  o'clock  A.M.,  and  from  the  first 
Monday  in  October  to  the  first  Monday  in  April, 
at  sunrise,  or  not  later  than  7  o'clock  A.M.  The 
hour  of  closing  shall  be:  each  week  day,  except 
Saturday,  5  o  clock  P.M. ;  Saturdays,  9  o'clock 
P.M. ;  holidays  and  evenings  before  Thanks- 
giving and  Christmas  the  hours  for  opening  and 
closing  the  same  as  heretofore  established. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 

17.  Order  requesting  the  mayor  to  extend  the 
hospitalities  of  the  city  to  Hon.  William  O'Brien 
of  Dublin,  Ireland,  during  his  stay  in  Boston; 
the  expense  to  be  charged  to  incidental  ex- 
penses. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  the  order  put 
upon  its  passage. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  would  like  to  rise  to  a  ques- 
tion of  information.  Is  it  not  necessary  to  sus- 
pend the  joint  rule  in  order  to  pass  that  order 
tor  expenditure  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  incidentals. 

The  Chair m an— Th e  Chair  would  rule  that 
it  is. 

Aid.  Carroll— Then  I  would  move  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule, 

Aid.  Lee— Joint  Rule  14,  Mr.  Cbairman. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  will  be  obliged  to 
rule  the  order  not  in  proper  form,  there  being 
no  endorsement  on  the  paper  showing  that  it 
has  been  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  joint 
rule. 

Aid.  Lee— It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  that 
it  is  proper  for  us  to  pass  the  order  in  proper 
form.  I  know  of  no  authority  that  can  be  cited 
—and,  I  am  frank  to  say,  by  the  Chair— that 
would  warrant  us  in  going  back  and  saying  that 
the  other  branch  has  not  passed  that  order  in 
proper  form,  and  then  it  is  for  the  chief  execu- 
tive to  say  whether  he  will  approve  it  or  not.  I 
say  Ave  should  vote  to  suspend  joint  rules,  and 
let  the  responsibility  rest  upon  the  other  branch, 
without,  any  comments  on  our  part  upon  their 
action. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  be  obliged 
to  rule  the  order  out,  as  not  being  in  proper 
form,  it  bearing  no  indorsement  to  show  that  the 
joint  rule  has  been  suspended.  In  justice  to  all 
other  orders  that  have  been  passed  this  year  un- 
der such  suspension  of  the  joint  rule  the  same 
rule  should  be  suspended  on  this  order.  There 
is  nothing  to  prevent  the  alderman  from  offer- 
ing an  order  in  proper  form  and  having  it  passed 
and  sent  to  the  Common  Council  for  concurrent 
action. 

Aid.  Lee— I  do  not  desire  to  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair  at  this  time. 

Later  in  the  session  Aid.  Lee  offered  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  extend  the  hospitalities  of  the  city  of 
Boston  to  the  Hon.  William  O'Brien  of  Dublin, 
Ireland,  during  his  stay  in  Boston,  the  expense 
attending  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation lor  incidental  expenses. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  was  put 
upon  its  passage. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Lee  it  was  voted  to  suspend 
all  joint  rules  that  would  interfere  with  the 
passage  of  the  order. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

18.  Order  authorizing  the  Special  Committee 
on  Kearsarge  Burial-Ground  and  the  Special 
Committee  on  Reservoir  site  to  submit  their  re- 
ports in  print ;  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Printing. 

Passed  in  concurrence. 

confirmation  of  executive  appointments. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  Board  pro- 
.  ceeded  to  ballot  on  the  executive  appointments 
submitted  at  the  last  meeting. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan  it  was  voted  that 
Nos.  19  and  20  be  voted  for  on  one  ballot,  viz. : 

19.  Albert  A.  Durham  to  be  a  weigher  of  coal. 


20.  SVilliam  W.  Marsh  to  be  an  undertaker. 

Committee— Aid.  Sullivan,  C.  W.  Smith;  11 
ballots  were  cast,  yes  11,  and  the  appointments 
were  declared  confirmed. 

reports  of  city  officers. 

Office  of  the  ) 

Board  of  Fire  Commissioners,        > 
City  Hall,  Boston,  May  31, 1887. ) 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen— The  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners 
having  recently  made  an  inspection  of  the  appli- 
ances for  the  extinguishment  of  fires  at  Deer 
Island  and  other  city  institutions  in  the  harbor, 
and  the  facilities  for  sending  them  aid  from  the 
citv  in  case  of  need,  it  has  decided  that  the 
quickest  and  most  available  method  of  getting 
apparatus  to  any  of  the  points  likely  to  require 
assistance  would  be  to  employ  one  of  the  ferry 
boats,  manned,  steamed  and  equipped  for  im- 
mediate departure,  as  soon  as  an  alarm  was 
sent  in.  The  ferry  directors  do  not  feel  that 
they  have  authority  to  grant  the  privilege,  and 
they  are  confirmed  in  this  view  by  an  opinion 
of  the  corporation  counsel.  The  Board  of  Fire 
Commissioners,  therefore,  petitions  your  honor- 
able bodies  to  grant  this  authority,  so  that  in 
the  event  of  a  possible  emergency  this  depart- 
ment may  be  enabled  to  act  with  all  possible 
promptness  and  efficiency, 

Respectfully  submitted. 

For  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners, 

Robert  G.  Fitch,  Chairman. 

Sent  down. 

Office  of  the  ) 

Board  of  Fire  Commissioners,        [ 
City  Hall,  Boston,  May  31,  1887. ) 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  Board  of  Fire  Commission- 
ers has  considered  the  order  referred  to  it  by 
the  concurrent  action  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
and  the  Common  Council  relative  to  increasing 
the  salaries  of  the  permanent  officers  and  men 
of  the  Boston  Fire  Department  by  an  amount 
aggregating  about  $38,000  per  annum. 

The  board  considers  the  contemplated  action 
entirely  expedient  should  the  additional  expen- 
diture that  it  will  entail  be  provided  for.  Not 
only  is  it  expedient  but  it  is  a  just,  logical,  and 
almost  inevitable  sequence  of  the  increase  es- 
tablished in  another  branch  of  the  protective  ser- 
vice of  the  city. 

The  qualifications  that  men  must  possess  to 
enter  this  department,  the  exacting  duties  re- 
quired of  its  members,  and  the  dangers  to  which 
they  are  constantly  exposed  declare  conclusively 
that  they  should  receive  no  secondary  consider- 
ation in  fixing  rates  ■  of  compensation  for  the 
protection  of  life  and  property  in  this  city.  The 
board  would  suggest,  however,  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  order  as  it  now  reads,  that  perma- 
nent hosemen  receive  §1000  for  the  first  year  of 
service,  SHOO  for  the  second  year,  and  $1200  for 
the  third  year  and  thereafter,  thus  giving  a  de- 
served value  to  experience,  and  furnishing  to 
probationary  members  an  incentive  to  good 
conduct  and  efficient  service. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
For  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners, 

Robert  G.  Fitch,  Chairman. 
Per  F.  M.  J. 

Sent  down. 

THE  RIGHT  TO  PAVE  THE  STREETS. 

The  following  was  received : 

Corporation  Counsel's  Office,  ) 
14  Beacon  Street, 

Boston,  May  31,  1887. ) 
To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

In  answer  to  your  order  of  the  23d  inst.  in- 
quiring "what  right,  if  any,  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men have  in  directing  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  pave,  or  determine  the  character  of 
pavement,  of  any  street,  and  whether  the  power 
is  vested  in  His  Honor  the  Mayor  or  in  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,"  I  have  to  say  that  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  have  the  right  to  determine 
the  character  of  the  surface  and  pavement  of  a 
street,  and,  when  they  have  so  determined,  it 
becomes  the  duty  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets,  under  the  general  supervision  and  con- 
trol of  the  Mayor,  to  do  the  work. 

This  right,  however,  is  not  inconsistent  with, 
and,  until  exercised,  will  not  limit  the  legal 
rights  and  duties  of  the  Mayor,  acting  as  sur- 
veyor of  highways,  to  order  such  repairs  as  he 
may  deem  that  the  safety  and  convenience  of 
travellers  require. 


564 


BOARD     OF     ALDERMEN 


If  the  Board  pass  an  order  determining  the 
character  of  the  pavement  for  a  given  street, 
that  order  will  control.  But  the  Mayor  cannot 
suffer  a  public  way  to  remain  impassable  or  un- 
safe for  travellers.  Charged  as  he  is,  under  the 
statutes  of  1885,  chapter  266,  commonly  called 
the  New  Charter,  with  the  executive  powers 
formerly  vested  in  the  Board  as  surveyors 
of  highways,  it  is  his  duty,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Statutes,  to 
see  that  the  money  appropriated  for  repairing 
ways  is  carefully  and  judiciously  expended  for 
that  purpose ;  and  he  has  full  power,  through 
the  appropriate  officer  under  him,  to  make  those 
repairs  in  such  manner  as  the  safety  and  con- 
venience of  the  public  may,  in  his  judgment,  re- 
quire. Respectfully  submitted, 
E.  P.  Nettleton, 

Corporation  Counsel. 

Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  printed,  on 
motion  of  Aid.  Carroll. 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  East  Bos- 
ton Ferries  on  the  petition  of  James  McHugh 
and  others,  employed  as  deck  hands  in  that  de- 
partment, for  the  restoration  of  wages  to  their 
former  rate,  with  a  request  that  the  Board  of 
Directors  report  to  the  City  Council  as  to  the  ex- 
pediency of  granting  the  petition— That,  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Board  on  May  17.  it  was  voted 
that  the  City  Council  be  informed  that  in  the 
opinion  cf  ths  Board  of  Directors  it  is  inexpsdi 
ent  at  this  time  to  grant  the  request.  Sent 
down. 

Annual  report  of  the  Commissioners  of  Cedar 
Grove  Cemetery,  showing  the  expenditure  to 
have  been  813.523.93,  and  the  balance  on  hand, 
April  30,  §952.28.  The  balance  from  the  appro- 
priation of  1S85-6  was  $1221.52 ;  received  for  sale 
of  lots,  interest  on  trust  funds,  etc.,  $10,254.39; 
appropriation  for  1886-87.  $3000.    Sent  down. 

Report  of  t:.e  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
in  response  to  the  order  of  the  City  Council  of 
May  9— That  in  their  opinion  an  appropriation 
of  $106,000  would  be  required  to  meet  the  ex- 
pense of  widening  Rutherford  avenue,  Charles- 
town,  on  the  southwest  side,  from  Chapman 
street  to  Devens  street,  as  shown  on  a  plan,  a 
copy  of  which  is  submitted  as  part  of  this  com- 
munication.   Sent  down. 


Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Claims: 

The  Committee  on  Claims,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Carl  Hand  for  compensa- 
tien  for  personal  injuries  by  reason  of  an  alleged 
defect  in  West  Brookline  street,  Jan.  4,  1S87, 
having  considered  the  subject,  respectfully 
recommend  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to 
withdraw  on  account  of  failure  of  the  said  peti- 
tioner to  file  a  notice  within  the  time  prescribed 
by  law. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

The  Committee  on  Claims,  to  whom  were  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Lieutenant  O.  F.  Winn  to 
be  paid  his  salary  for  the  period  he  was  absent 
from  duty  on  account  of  injuries  received  from 
a  fall,  March  27,  1887,  having  heard  the  petition- 
er, respectfully  recommend  that  he  have  leave 
to  withdraw  at  his  own  request. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

The  Committee  on  Claims,  to  whom  were  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Augustus  Russ  and  others, 
the  petition  of  Harriet  Lauten,  and  the  petition 
of  Calvin  Swallow,  severally  for  abatements  of 
assessments  for  betterment  to  their  estates  in 
South  Boston,  on  account  of  the  laying 
out  of  the  Marine  Park  at  City  Point, 
having  considered  the  subject.  respect- 
fully recommend  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing order  for  the  settlement  of  all  the 
petitions  upon  the  same  general  basis  of  10  per 
cent  of  the  original  assessment,  as  the  better- 
ment on  account  of  the  laying  out  of  the  said 
Eark  is  deemed  to  be  of  a  general  character,  to 
e  borne  by  the  whole  city,  rather  than  to 
be  laid  solely  upon  the  estates  in  South  Bos- 
ton. 

Ordered,  That  in  the  several  petitions  pending 
in  court  for  reduction  of  the  several  assessments 
for  betterments  arising  from  the  location  and 
laying  out  of  the  Marine  Park,  South  Boston, 
the  city  solicitor  be  authorized  to  consent  to  a 
verdict  for  an  amount  equal  to  10  per  cent  of  the 
original  assessment,  without  costs  and  without 
interest. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 


CONGRESS-STREET   BRIDGE. 

Notice  was  received  of  a  hearing  before  the 
Harbor  Commissioners,  June  2,  1887.  upon  the 
petition  of  the  city  of  Boston  for  a  license  to  re- 
pair the  draw  piers  at  Congress-street  bridge. 
Placed  on  file. 

SEWERS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Sewers : 

Reports  that  the  sundry  schedules  of  cost  of  sew- 
ers are  correct,  and  recommending  the  passage 
of  orders  for  assessment  and  collection  of  pro- 
portionate part  thereof.  Reports  accepted,  orders 
passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Orders  of  notice  of  intention  to  take  into  con- 
sideration on  Monday  next,  at  4  P.M.,  the  expe- 
diency of  constructing  common  sewers  as  fol- 
lows : 

In  Midland  street,  Ward  24. 

In  Newborn  street,  between  Bishop  and  John 
A.  Andrew  streets.  Ward  23. 

In  Spring  street,  Ward  8,  between  Poplar  and 
Allen  streets. 

In  Chambers  street,  Ward  8,  between  Ashland 
and  Spring  streets. 

In  Texas  street,  between  Elm  wood  and  Tre- 
mont  street,  Ward  19. 

In  Ludlow  street,  Ward  4. 

In  Sycamore  street,  between  Poplar  and  Haw- 
thorn streets,  Ward  23. 

In  Chestnut-hill  avenue,  running  200  feet, 
more  or  less,  southerly.  Ward  25. 

Aid.  Allen— -The  probability  is  that  this 
Board  will  not  be  in  session  next  Monday.  I 
hardly  think  it  worth  while  to  pass  orders  of 
notice  returnable  on  Monday  next.  I  believe  it 
has  been  the  general  custom  to  omit  the  session 
on  next  Monday. 

Aid.  Carroll— To  get  at  the  matter,  if  it  is  in 
order.  I  would  like  to  make  a  motion  to  suspend 
the  rule  in  order  that  I  may  at  this  time  make 
a  motion. 

The  rule  was  suspended. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll  it  was  voted  that 
when  the  Board  adjourn,  it  be  to  meet  at  4 
o'clock  on  Tuesday  next. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Allen,  the  orders  were 
amended  by  striking  out  "Monday  next"  and 
inserting  "Tuesday,  June  7."  and  as  amended 
were  passed. 

Reports  with  preambles  and  orders  for  the 
construction  of  common  sewers,  as  follows : 

In  Motte  street.  Ward  16. 

In  Maple  street,  Ward  21,  between  Cheney  and 
Georgia  streets. 

In  Pleasant  street.  Ward  24,  between  Creek 
and  Commercial  streets. 

In  Carson  street,  Ward  24. 

In  Bennett  street,  between  Parsons  street, 
and  extending  westerly  from  said  Parsons 
street. 

In  Vine  street,  Ward  3,  between  M  oulton  and 
Bunker-hill  streets, 

In  Tappan  street,  between  South  street  and 
the  end  of  said  Tappan  street. 

In  Bennington  street,  Ward  1,  between  Moore 
and  Byron  streets. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed,  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

Reports  recommending  the  passage  of  orders 
to  abate  sewer  assessments  against  estates  as 
follows: 

Louisa  P.  Siebert,  Tremont  street,  $97,28,  on  ac- 
count of  no  benefit. 

Trustees  of  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  Dartmouth 
street,  $404.95,  on  account  of  the  property  being 
a  public  benefit. 

Elleu  T.  Dee,  Lincoln  street.  Ward  25,  $87.00, 
on  account  of  inability  to  pay. 

Robert  Treat  Paine,  Tremont  street,  $77.15,  on 
account  of  no  benefit. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  Perkins  Institution  and  Massachu- 
setts School  for  the  Blind  for  abatement  of  the 
sewer  assessment  against  its  estate  on  Day  street, 
Roxbury. 

Aid.  Lee— I  desire  to  say  that  the  reason  the 
committe  have  reported  leave  to  withdraw 
upon  the  petition  of  the  Perkins  Institution 
for  the  Blind  is  that  there  has  been  no  assess- 
ment levied  against  this  estate  as  yet.  The 
committee  thought  it  would  be  wise  to  report 
upon  the  petition  and  after  the  assessment  was' 
levied  the  institution  could  come  in  with  a  new 
petition  requesting  an  abatement. 
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Aid.  Bromwich— I  understood  that  there  was 
an  assessment  levied.  The  petitions  came  in 
here  together,  I  believe ;  they  were  upon  one 
paper,  and  were  presented  here  last  year  for 
the  abatement  of  the  edgestone  and  sewer  as- 
sessment, and  I  believe  that  petition  has  never 
been  divided.  I  think  it  went  from  here  just  in 
that  way,  and  I  believe  that  the  assessment 
from  the  Paving  Department  was  remitted.  As 
you  all  know,  it  is  a  charitable  institution.  If 
they  have  not  been  assessed  for  a  sewer,  I  have 
been  misinformed.  If  they  are  not  assessed,  of 
course  you  could  not  collect  it. 

Aid.  Lee — Ii  I  understood  the  alderman 
correctly,  he  stated  that  they  were  assessed 
jointly  for  edgestones  and  sewer  assessments  in 
one  order. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  would  explain  that  the  pe- 
tition came  in  here,  and  it  was  rather  a  curious 
petition.  It  came  in  here  jointly  for  an  abate- 
ment of  assessment  for  sewer  and  edgestones, 
and  if  I  remember  aright  they  came  in  together. 
I  do  not  think  it  was  divided ;  I  do  not  remem- 
ber, at  least.  That  is  the  reason,  I  think,  that 
the  assessment  has  not  been  sent  to  them. 
However,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  edgestone 
assessment  has  been  paid.  I  told  them  I  could 
not  present  a  petition  for  an  abatement  of 
sewer  assessment,  and  they  sent  one  petition  of 
each  kind  for  an  assessment  to  be  paid.  But  it 
all  came  in  in  one  petition,  and  I  recollect  that 
I  thought  it  very  curious  at  the  time.  But  I 
thought  it  would  be  all  right. 

Aid.  Lee — I  can  only  say  that  there  is  no 
record  in  the  Sewer  Department  office  of  any 
assessment  being  levied  against  that  estate,  and 
I  want  to  say  for  the  information  of  the 
alderman  on  my  left  that  the  Committee  on 
Sewers  are  always  charitably  disposed  towards 
charitable  institutions. 

Aid.  Bromwich— If  it  is  in  order,  I  would  like 
to  have  that  matter  laid  over  for  a  week,  until  I 
can  make  some  inquiry  about  it.  It  will  not 
make  any  difference  to  the  committee. 

Aid.  Sullivan— If  the  institution  will  petition 
for  an  abatement  and  the  assessment  has  been 
levied,  I  have  no  doubt  the  Committee  on  Sew- 
ers will  give  the  petition  careful  consideration. 
The  superintendent  of  sewers  states  that  he  has 
no  assessment  levied  against  that  estate,  and 
there  never  has  been.  I  think  the  alderman 
had  better  wait  until  a  petition  comes  in  for 
abatement  of  an  assessment  that  has  been 
levied. 

Aid.  Bromwich— My  object  in  having  it  settled 
now  is  on  account  of  the  saving  of  time.  It  may 
be  one  or  two  years  before  an  assessment  is 
levied,  and  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  not  be 
so  lenient  as  they  are  now. 

The  Chairman — The  Chair  would  remind  the 
alderman  that  it  is  impossible  for  this  Board  to 
anticipate  the  future  action  of  any  department 
and  abate  any  future  assessment  to  be  levied. 
Our  power  does  not  go  to  that  extent,  and  we 
can  only  deal  with  that  which  has  occurred. 
Therefore,  the  Chair  thinks  that  what  the  alder- 
man would  desire  to  accomplish  at  this  time 
would  be  out  of  order. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man before  he  takes  his  seat.  How  can  this 
Board  abate  an  assessment  that  has  not  been 
levied? 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  should  like  to  ask  why  they 
would  petition  for  the  abatement  of  assessment, 
unless  they  had  been  notified  of  the  assessment? 
So  that  there  may  be  no  mistake,  I  would  like 
to  inquire  about  the  matter.  There  may  have 
been  a  mistake  made.  There  has  been  a  change 
in  the  Sewer  Department,  and  the  papers  may 
have  been  mislaid. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Bromwich  the  report  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

FANEUIL    HALL. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Faneuil  Hall,  upon  the  petition  of 
James  Wemyss,  Jr.,  and  others,  for  the  use  of 
Faneuil  Hall  on  the  evening  of  June  21,  for  a 
banquet  of  the  English  and  Scotch  societies, 
recommending  that  the  petition  be  granted  upon 
the  usual  conditions. 

REPORTS  FROM    FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  the  followine  from  the 
Committee  on  Finauce : 

The  Committee  on  Finance  respectfully  rec- 
ommend the  passage  of  the  following  order, 


authorizing  a  loan  to  the  amount  of  $400,000  for 
public  parks,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
312  of  the  acts  of  1887: 

Ordered.  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  author- 
ized to  borrow  the  sum  of  S400,000,  the  certifi- 
cates of  indebtedness  to  be  denominated  "Pub- 
lic Park  Loan,"  and  to  be  coupon  bonds  of  the 
amount  of  $1000  each,  payable  in  gold,  in  30 
years,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  3%  per  cent 
per  annum,  payable  semi-annually. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule,  yeas  10.  nays  0. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  respectfully  rec- 
ommend tiie  passage  of  the  following  order,  to 
meet  the  payment  of  an  execution  against  the 
city,  in  favor  of  George  Curtis,  for  damages  on 
account  of  abating  the  Roxbury  Canal  nui- 
sance : 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Auditor  be  authorized 
to  transfer  the  sum  of  Si987.16  from  the  reserved 
fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Roxbury  Canal 
improvement. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was 
put  upon  its  passage,  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  was  not  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Financf  Committee  when  that  matter  came 
up,  and  I  would  like  to  have  the  chairman  give 
us  some  idea  of  what  it  is. 

Aid.  Allen — The  city  treasurer  informed  the 
committee  that  an  execution  had  been  issued 
by  the  court,  and  he  had  been  obliged  to  pay 
this  sum  of  S1900.  and  that  there  was  no  money 
remaining  to  the  credit  of  that  appropriation. 
He  had  been  obliged  to  pay  the  money  under 
order  of  the  court.  There  did  not  seem  to  be 
anything  left  for  the  Committee  on  Finance  to 
do  but  to  report  an  order  making  the  transfer. 
This  action  of  the  city  treasurer  is  under  Chap- 
ter 15,  Section  12,  and  he  went  according  to  law 
in  paying  the  money.  The  committee  are  en- 
tirely unanimous  in  recommending  the  passage 
of  the  order. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule,  yeas  11,  nays  0.    Sent  down. 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  communication  from  His  Honor  the 
Mayor,  recommending  that  provision  be  made 
for  meeting  the  city's  share  of  the  expense  of 
building  the  new  bridge  to  Cambridge,  amount- 
ing to  S250.000,  having  considered  the  subject, 
respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing order : 

Ordered,  That  the  city  treasurer  be  author- 
ized to  borrow  the  sum  of  S250.000,  to  meet  the 
city's  share  of  the  expense  of  building  the  new 
bridge  to  Cambridge,  as  required  by  Chapter 
282  of  the  Acts  of  1887 :  the  certificates  of  indebt- 
edness to  be  known  as  "new  Cambridge  bridge 
loan,"  and  to  be  coupon  bonds  of  the  amount  of 
81000  each,  payable  in  gold,  in  30  years,  beam- 
ing interest  at  the  rate  of  3*4  per  cent,  payable 
semi-annually. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  susDen- 
sion  of  the  rule ;  yeas  10.  nays  0.    Sent  down. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  respectfully  rec- 
ommend the  passage  of  the  following  order,  au- 
thorizing a  temporary  loan  in  anticipation  of 
the  taxes  of  the  current  year: 

Ordered,  That  the  city  treasurer  be  author- 
ized to  borrow  a  sum  not  exceeding  $3,000,000  in 
anticipation  of  the  taxes  of  the  current  year, 
and  all  sums  so  borrowed  shall  be  made  paya- 
ble from  the  moneys  collected  for  said  taxes,  and 
interest  cease  thereon  on  the  day  any  money  so 
borrowed  is  payable. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule ;  yeas  10,  nays  0.    Sent  down. 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings: 

The  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  George  M.  D.  &  W. 
E.  A.  Legg.  lessees  of  cellar  No.  6  south  side  of 
Faneuil  Hall  Market,  for  leave  to  excavate 
under  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  their  premises, 
and  to  construct  an  opening  in  said  sidewalk  at 
the  same  place,  having  considered  the  subject, 
respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
companying order. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  hereby  granted 
to  George  M.  D.  &  W.  E.  A.  Legg,  lessees  of  cel- 
lar No.  6  south  side  of  Faiieuil-hall  Market,  to 
construct  an  opening  in  the  sidewalk  in  front 
of  their  premises,  and  to  excavate  under  said 
sidewalk ;  the  said  work  to  be  doue  under  the 
direction  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  superin- 
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tendent  of  public  buildings,  and  at  the  expense 
of  said  petitioners. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

The  committee  on  Public  Buildings,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  request  of  the  School  Commit- 
tee for  slate  troughs  with  proper  partitions  to 
be  substituted  for  the  unbroken  wooden  trough 
ax  the  Eliot  Schoolhouse,  having  considered  the 
subject,  respectfully  recommend  reference  of 
the  same  to  the  superintendent  of  public  build- 
ings. 

Report  accepted  and  said  reference  ordered. 
Sent  down. 

The  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Almon  S.  Morse, 
lessee  of  cellar  No.  14,  north  side  of  Faneuil-hall 
Market,  for  leave  to  construct  an  opening  in  the 
sidewalk  in  front  of  said  premises,  having  con- 
sidered the  subject,  respectfully  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order : 

Orderech  That  permission  be  hereby  granted 
Almon  S.  Morse,  lessee  of  cellar  No.  14,  north 
side  of  Faneuil-hall  Market,  to  construct  an 
opening  in  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  his 
premises,  the  said  work  to  be  done  un- 
der the  direction  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
superintendent  of  public  buildings  and  at  the 
expense  of  the  said  Almon  S.  Morse. 

Report  accepted ;  order  passed,  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  request  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
the  City  Hospital,  transmitted  by  His  Honor  the 
Mayor,  for  an  additional  appropriation  for  the 
out-patient  department,  respectfully  recom- 
mend reference  of  the  communication  to  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations. 

Report  accepted  and  said  reference  ordered. 
Sent  down. 

CONSOLIDATED    RAILROAD. 

Aid.  Carroll  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Railroads,  to  whom  was  re- 
committed the  petition  of  the  Boston  Consoli- 
dated Street  Railway  Company,  for  leave  to 
construct  an  additional  track  on  Cambridge 
street,  Charlestown,  between  Perkins  street  and 
Clinton  place,  having  considered  the  subject,  re- 
spectfully recommend  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying order. 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  rights  here- 
tofore granted  the  Boston  Consolidated  Street 
Railway  Company  to  lay  down  tracks  in  the 
streets  of  the  city  of  Boston,  said  company  shall 
have  the  right  to  lay  down  an  additional  track 
in  Cambridge  street,  Charlestown,  between  Per- 
kins street  and  Clinton  place.  Said  tracks  and 
turnouts  being  shown  lay  red  lines  on  a  plan 
made  by  Arthur  Hodges  dated  May  G,  1S87,  and 
deposited  in  the  office  of  the  superintendent  of 
streets.  (Appended  were  the  usual  printed  con- 
ditions.) 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

bond  of  superintendent  of  sewers. 

Aid.  Carroll  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Bonds— That  they  have  exam- 
ined the  bond  of  Seth  Perkins,  superintendent 
of  sewers,  and  respectfully  recommend  the  ap- 
proval of  the  same. 

Report  accepted,  and  said  bond  approved  by 
the  Board. 

CLERK  HIRE  IN  THE    COURTS. 

Aid.  Carroll  submitted  from  the  Comm  it- 
tee  on  County  Accounts  requisitions  for  clerk 
hire  in  the  courts  as  follows : 

Superior  Court,  civil  business $441  64 

Superior  Court,  criminal  business 320  00 

Supreme  Judicial  Court 165 

Approved  and  ordered  paid . 

LEGISLATIVE  MATTERS. 

Aid.  Carroll  submitted  the  fifth  report  of  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Legislative  Mat- 
ters (City  Doc.  88). 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

BAY  WINDOW. 

Aid.  Carroll  submitted  a  report  recommend- 
ing that  leave  be  granted  upon  the  petition  to 
Robert  R.  Wiley  to  project  a  bay  window  from 
building  No.  18  Soley  street,  Charlestown. 

Accepted,  and  leave  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions. 

stable. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 


mittee on  Health  (Aid.),  recommending  that 
leave  be  granted,  upon  the  usual  conditions,  to 
John  Thorburn  to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden 
building  for  40  horses  on  Call  street,  next  to 
Providence  railroad.  Ward  23. 

Accepted,  and  leave  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions. 

steam  engines. 

Aid.  Haynes  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Steam  Engines,  etc.,  (Aid.), as  follows: 

Recommending  that  leave  be  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions  as  follows : 

George  B.  Randall,  to  erect  and  use  a  station- 
ary steam  engine  of  three-horse  power  at  base- 
ment, 14  Union  Park. 

George  M.  Strong,  to  erect  and  use  a  station- 
ary steam  engine  at  187  and  189  Sumner  street, 
East  Boston. 

Hub  Carbon  Company,  to  erect  and  use  a  sta- 
tionary steam  engine  of  15-horse  power  at  Low- 
land street,  near  Champney  street,  Ward  15. 

Charles  H.  Dill,  2d,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
boiler  of  30-horse  power,  for  heating  purposes, 
at  19-25  Eliot  street. 

Bosworth  &  French,  to  locate  and  use  four 
steam  boilers  of  15-horse  power  each,  for  heat- 
ing purposes,  in  buildings  on  Falmouth  street. 

Rev.  Joseph  H.  Gallagher,  to  locate  and  use 
a  steam  boiler  of  45-horse  power,  for  heating 
purposes,  at  Mt.  Pleasant  avenue,  corner  Forest 
street,  Ward  20. 

Reports  accepted,  licenses  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

Also  a  report  recommending  that  the  peti- 
tioner have  leave  to  withdraw  upon  the  follow- 
ing petition:  Wood  Brothers,  for  a  license  to 
erect  and  use  a  stationary  steam-engine  of  four- 
horse  power  at  Weeks  <&  Plummer's  wharf,  East 
Boston.    Report  accepted. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  from  the  Committee 
on  Paving,  reports  and  orders  as  follows : 
For  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  the  following 

A.  W.  AV right,  88  Magnolia  street. 

Mary  A.  Pierce,  53  Clifton  street. 

Mary  Digan,  144  Everett  street,  East  Boston. 

J.  W.  Shapleigh,  186  Marlborough  street, 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Jewett,  4S  Winslow  street. 

For  edgestones  in  front  of  estates  as  follows: 

Joseph  Breckenridge,  corner  of  Melville  ave- 
nue and  Allston  street. 

Linnie  W.  Boynton,  Allston  street,  near  Mel- 
ville avenue, 

L.  Eddy,  27  Parkman  street. 

Jeremiah  Hurley,  38  Clifton  street. 

For  edgestones  and  brick  sidewalks  in  front 
of  the  following  estates : 

Patrick  O'Brien.  231  Cabot  street. 

J.  B.  Kendall,  West  Chester  park,  just  east  of 
St.  Botolph  street. 

Harriet  G.  Emery,  540  and    550    East    Fifth 

Carrie  L.  Creber,  98  Blue  Hill  avenue, 

Fannie  M.  Byrne,  11  Savin  street. 

Reports  accepted,  and  orders  severally  passed 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Reports  recommending  that  permission  be 
granted  to  move  wooden  buildings  as  follows: 

William  R.  Cavanagh,  from  Bailey  street, 
Ward  24,  to  Fuller  street,  Ward  24. 

William  R.  Cavanagh,  from  Mt.  Hope  Ceme- 
tery, Ward  23,  to  Berry  street,  Ward  23. 
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William  R.  Cavanagh,  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery, 
Ward  23,  to  Berry  street,  Ward  23. 

John  Quirk,  from  Poplar  street,  Ward  23, 
across  said  street  to  new  location  on  said  street. 

Reports  accepted  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  upon 
the  petition  of  Forest  Spring  Water  Co.  for  leave 
to  locate  a  stand  in  front  of  the  "Old  South"  on 
Milk  street,  for  the  sale  of  spring  water.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
be  authorized  to  pave  Hayward  place  with 
granite  blocks,  the  expense  of  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  paving. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
he  authorized  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  on 
Bolton  street,  from  West-Second  street  to  the 
New  York  &  New  England  railroad,  one  half 
the  cost  of  same  to  be  assessed  to  the  owners  of 
abutting  estates. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Ordered.  That  the  superintendent  of  streets  be 
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authorized  to  close  to  public  travel  the  bridge 
and  approaches  thereto,  over  the  tracks  of  the 
Boston  &  Providence  railroad  corporation,  at 
Dudley  avenue,  Ward  23,  during  the  rebuilding 
of  said  bridge. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Reports  and  orders  that  licenses  be  granted, 
upon  the  usual  conditions,  as  follows : 

A.  J.  Bamfard,  to  construct  and  maintain  five 
coal  holes  in  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  his 
estate  numbered  109,  ill  and  113  West  Newton 
street. 

Hubert  Daly,  to  construct  and  maintain,  an 
excavation  2x4  feet,  to  be  covered  with  Hyatt 
lights,  in  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  his  estate 
numbered  4  Lyman  street.' 

Andrew  E.  Slater,  to  construct  and  maintain 
Hyatt  lights  and  two  coal  holes  in  the  sidewalk 
in  front  of  his  estate  numbered  7  and  8  and  17 
and  19  Charlestown  street. 

Reports  accepted ;  orders  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

Order  to  pay,  on  the  usual  conditions,  to 
Elizabeth  H.  Knight  34680  for  grade  damages 
on  Beacon  street,  caused  by  the  raising  of  the 
grade  of  said  street,  by  the  order  passed  Aug.  4, 
1884.    Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

That  the  superintendent  of  streets  be  author- 
ized to  pave  Central  street,  between  Kilby  and 
Broad  streets,  with  asphalt,  the  expense  of 
same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
paving. 

Aid.  Allen— I  would  like  to  inquire  if  Central 
street  is  paved  at  the  present  time  with  as- 
phalt, and  if  this  is  in  the  nature  of  repairs,  or  if 
the  present  pavement  is  something  else  and  is  to 
be  removed  and  asphalt  put  down.  Is  it  now 
paved  with  asphalt  or  is  it  paved  with  granite? 

Aid.  Maguire— Granite,  I  understand. 

Aid.  Allen— Do  not  the  committee  know 
what  it  is  paved  with  now? 

Aid.  Maguire— I  know  that  at  the  time  the 
superintendent  of  streets  gave  us  the  informa- 
tion, and  if  my  memory  serves  me  aright  he 
said  it  was  granite. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  move  that  that  order  lie  on 
the  table.  If  it  proposes  to  make  a  departure 
from  one  style  to  the  other,  there  should  be 
reason  given  for  the  change  being  made.  If 
the  street  is  now  paved  with  granite,  I  move  to 
lay  this  order  on  the  table  so  that  the  members 
of  the  Board  may  acquaint  themselves  with  the 


facts  as  to  whether  or  not  this  order  contem- 
plates a  change  in  the  style  of  paving. 
The  order  was  laid  on  the  table. 

LICENSES. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  recommending  that 
licenses  be  granted  to  sundry  newsboys  and 
bootblacks. 

Reports  accepted,  and  said  licenses  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 

SECOND   ELEVATOR  IN  CITY  HALL. 

Aid.  Maguire  offered  an  order  —  That  the 
superintendent  of  public  buildings  be  requested 
to  make  arrangements  for  placing  an  additional 
elevator  in  the  City  Hall. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Maguire,  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

BORDER  STREET. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an  order  — That  the 
superintendent  of  streets  be  authorized  to  pave 
the  sidewalk  with  brick  on  the  northerly  side 
of  Border  street,  between  the  ferry  and  Sumner 
street,  one  half  the  cost  of  same  to  be  assessed 
on  the  owners  of  abutting  estates. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Paving. 

ALBION  STREET. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  offered  an  order— That  the 
superintendent  of  streets  be  requested  to  put  in 
condition  for  public  travel,  that  portion  of 
Albion  street  situated  between  Paul  and  Lucas 
streets ;  also  that  portion  of  Paul  street  between 
Albion  and  Tremont  streets ;  the  expense  attend- 
ing the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  paving, 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Aid.  C.  W.  Smith,  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving. 

WOODEN  BUILDING. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan  the  Board  took 
from  the  table  No.  26,  viz : 

Report  of  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  De- 
partment for  tlie  Inspection  of  Buildings,  leave 
to  withdraw  on  the  petitions  of  F.  O.  and  J.  T. 
Reed  for  leave  to  erect  two  wooden  buildings 
on  Arlington  avenue,  Ward  4. 

Reports  accepted.    Sent  down. 

Adjourned  on  motion  of  Aid.  Bromwich  at  5.50 
P.M..  and  stood  adjourned  to  Tuesday,  June  7th, 
at  4  P.M. 
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CITY   OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of    the   Common    Council. 


Thursday,  June  2,  1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  at 
7.30  P.  M.,  President  Barry  in  the  chair. 

By  direction  of  the  President  the  roll  was 
called  with  the  following  result : 

Present— Atwood,  Barry,  Blume,  Bowman, 
Carstensen,  Chamberlain,  Cochran.  Desmond, 
Dolan.  Duggan,  Fisher,  Foss,  Fottler^  Fowler, 
Frost.  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  haggerty, 
Hayes,  Kelley,  Ladd.  Lauten,  Leary,  Light.  Mc- 
Kenna.  F.  Morison,  F.  R  Morrison.  W.  H.  Mur- 
phy, Norton, O'Mealey,  Perkins.Reilly,  Richaras, 
Sanger.  Shaw,  Short,  E.  Sullivan.  J.  H.  Sullivan, 
R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevens,  Tuttle.  Web- 
ster, Whitmore,  Wilson — 15. 

Absent— Burr,  Carroll,  Clark.  Coleman,  Con- 
nolly. Coyle,  Davern.  Dewey,  Dunn,  Gomez, 
Harrington,  Keliher,  Kennedy.  Lattiniore,  Ma- 
honey,  McEnaney,  McNary,  J.  Murphy,  J.  J. 
Murphy.  Nunan,  Perry,  C.  C.  Powers.  E.  J.  Pow- 
ers, Snow,  Thayer,  Tracy,  Whall— 27. 

BILLS  TO  BE  ITEMIZED. 

Mr.  F.  Morison  ottered  an  order— That  Rule 
17  of  the  joint  rules  of  the  City  Council  is  here- 
by amended  by  the  addition  of  the  following 
words:  "Provided  that  no  chairman  of  a  com- 
mittee shall  approve  any  bill  unless  the  same 
be  fully  itemized." 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  F.  Morison,  to  the 
Committee  on  Joint  Rules  and  Orders. 

COURT-HOUSE  LOAN, 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  Mr.  Foss  sub- 
mitted a  report  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  accompany- 
ing order  authorizing  the  issue  of  certificates 
for  the  new  Suffolk  County  Court  House  loan, 
as  provided  by  the  order  of  the  City  Council, 
passed  May  20,  1887 : 

Ordered,  That  the  certificates  of  indebtedness 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  to  be  known  as  the  "Suf- 
folk County  Court  House  Loan,"  to  the  amount 
of  $800,000,  bearing  3%  per  cent  interest  and  pay- 
able the  first  day  of  April,  1937,  be  issued  upon 
the  terms  already  accepted  by  the  city  treas- 
urer in  answer  to  proposals  invited  by  him  in 
pursuance  of  the  order  of  the  City  Council,  ap- 
proved May  20,  1887. 

Report  accepted  and  order  read  twice,  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rule  moved  by  Mr.  Foss. 

Mr.  Foss— I  move  to  assign  the  order  to  a  quar- 
ter past  8,  as  it  is  necessary  to  have  48  votes  to 
pass  it. 

The  motion  to  assign  prevailed. 

Later  in  the  session  Mr.  Foss  called  up  the  or- 
der and  it  was  passed ;  yeas  61,  nays  o : 

Yeas  — Atwood.  Barry,  Blume,  Bowman, 
Carroll,  Carstensen,  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Coch- 
ran, Coleman,  Connolly,  Coyle  Davern,  Des- 
mond, Dolan,  Duggan,  Fisher,  Foss,  Fottler, 
Fowler,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez, 
Haggerty,  Harrington,  Hayes.  Keliher,  Kelley. 
Ladd,  Lattimore,  Lauten.  Leary,  Light,  Ma- 
honey,  McEnanev,  MeKenna,  McNary,  F.  Mori- 
son, F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  J.  Murphy.  W.  H.  Mur- 
phy, Norton,  Nunan,  O'Mealey,  Perkins.  E.  J. 
Powers,  Reilly,  Richards,  Sanger,  Shaw,  Short, 
Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan, 
Sundberg,  Teevens,  Tuttle,  Webster,  Whitmore, 
Wilson— 61. 

Nays— 0. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Burr,  Dewey,  Dunn, 
Frost,  Kennedy,  J.  Murphy,  Perry,  C.  C.  Powers, 
Thayer,  Tracy,  Whall— 11. 

Mr.  Foss  moved  to  reconsider;  lost.  Sent 
up. 

DECORATION  OF  GRAVES  OF  DISTINGUISHED  MEN. 

Mr.  Foss  submitted  a  report  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance  on  the  petition  of  the  Robert  G. 
Shaw  Veteran  Association  for  an  appropriation 
from  the  City  Council  to  aid  in  decorating  the 
graves  of  distinguished  men  in  the  burying- 
grounds  and  cemeteries  in  the  city— Recom- 
mending that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  with- 
draw, in  view  of  the  opinion  of  the  corporation 


counsel,  submitted  herewith,  to  the  effect  that 
the  appropriation  asked  for  by  the  petitioners 
cannot  be  legally  made  by  the  City  Council. 
Corporation  Counsel's  Office,  ( 
Boston,  May  31,  1887.     ) 
James  L.  Hillard,  Esq.,  Clerk  of  Committees. 

Dear  Sir,  —Having  reference  to  your  letter  of 
the  25th  inst.,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  City 
Council  cannot  legally  make  a  donation  to  the 
Robert  G.  Shaw  Veteran  Association,  nor  to  any 
other  association,  for  the  purpose  stated  in  your 
letter. 

Very  respectfully, 

E.  P.  Nettleton. 

Corporation  Counsel. 
The  report  was  accepted.    Sent  up. 

THE  OFFICIAL  REPORT. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  Mr.  Whitmore 
submitted  the  following  (City  Document  89) : 

The  Committee  on  Printing,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred so  much  of  the  mayor's  inaugural  ad- 
dress as  relates  to  publishing.the  proceeding  of 
the  City  Council,  having  considered  the  sub- 
ject, respectfully  submit  the  following  report: 

The  present  system  of  publishing  the  reports 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  City  Council  began  in 
July,  1868.  Since  that  time  various  newspapers 
have  contracted  for  the  yearly  publication,  and 
the  expense  has  increased  according  to  the  large 
increase  in  the  amount  of  material  to  be  print- 
ed. Thus,  is  1879,  the  price  paid  was  $6125; 
which  included  the  cost  of  reporting ;  in  1885,  it 
was  -$5125,  in  addition  to  which  was  $2500  for 
reporting;  in  1886  it  was  |$5520,  with  $2587  for 
reporting;  and  for  the  year  ending  July  1, 1887, 
the  contract  with  the  Traveller  Co.  is  for  $9000 
for  printing  only. 

The  system  in  use  contemplates  the  publica- 
tion of  the  proceedings  of  each  branch  of  the 
City  Council,  by  some  evening  paper,  on  the 
Tuesday  and  Friday  following  its  regular  meet- 
ing. Owing  to  the  noticeable  increase  in  the 
length  of  the  sessions,  it  has  been  found  impos- 
sible to  have  the  manuscript  report  prepared  by 
the  official  reporter  in  season  always  to  allow 
this  stated  publication.  When  the  Common 
Council  has  been  in  session  from  7.30  P.M.  until 
long  after  midnight,  it  is  practically  impossible, 
except  at  enormous  extra  expense,  to  prepare 
the  copy  for  the  printers  in  season  for  the  usual 
issue  of  an  evening  paper  on  Friday. 

Your  committee  see  no  reason  to  anticipate 
any  change  in  the  hours  of  meeting,  or  in  the 
duration  of  sessions.  The  only  newspaper 
which  would  contract  at  all  for  the  publication, 
last  July  was  the  Boston  Evening  Traveller. 
The  well-established  arrangement  of  that  pa- 
per for  Saturday  is  such  that  if  the  proceedings 
of  the  Common  Council  cannot  be  published  on 
Friday  evening  they  cannot  be  inserted  in  the 
Saturday  evening  paper.  A  publication  on 
Monday  evening  of  course  greatly  lessens  the 
value  of  the  system,  since  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men are  deprived  of  any  means  of  learning  the 
reasons  which  influenced  the  action  of  the 
Common  Council  on  the  papers  to  be  acted  upon 
by  the  Board  on  Monday  afternoon.  Even  were 
it  certain  that  any  of  the  daily  papers  would  be 
willing  to  contract  for  this  business  for  the  next 
year,  it  may  be  doubted  whether  some  other 
arrangement  would  not  be  preferable  in  all  re- 
spects. The  alternative,  of  course,  is  the  under- 
taking by  the  city  of  the  publication  of  its  pro- 
ceedings in  some  other  form.  Your  committee 
have  considered  the  matter  in  the  light  of  the 
course  pursued  in  other  large  cities,  and  thev 
are  of  the  opinion  that  the  example  of  the  city 
of  New  York  in  this  matter  is  worthy  of  care- 
ful consideration.  In  that  city,  although  no 
full  report  is  made  of  the  proceedings,  a  daily 
journal  is  printed,  giving  details  of  the  doings 
of  the  city  government  in  its  various  branches, 
including  resolutions  and  orders  approved,  pe- 
titions received  and  considered,  contracts  to  be 
made  or  amended,  appointments,  estimates,  ex- 
penditures, proclamations  of  the  executive,  and 
notices  and  advertisements  of  the  several  de- 
partments, forming  a  comprehensive  gazette  of 
the  business  of  the  municipal  corporation. 

A  slight  modification  of  the  New  York  plan 
would  seem  to  meet  our  requirements  very 
fairly.  It  has  been  learned  bv  your  committee 
that  it  is  entirely  possible  to  print  the  report  of 
the  proceedings  in  the  form  of  a  small  news- 
paper, issuing  the  same  twice  a  week  regularly, 
namely,  on  Wednesday  and  Saturday  mornings, 
containing,  respectively,  the  proceedings  of  the 
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Board  of  Aldermen  on  Monday,  and  those  of 
the  Common  Council  on  Thursday.  After  a  full 
consultation  with  the  present  efficient  reporter, 
and  with  the  city  printers,  your  committee  feel 
that  a  regular  publication  can  be  insured,  while 
full  opportunity  will  have  been  afforded  for 
a  careful  revision  of  the  proofs.  This  revision, 
it  should  be  said,  has  not  been  found  possible 
under  the  present  system,  and  the  lack  of 
it  has  led  necessarily  to  many  annoying 
mistakes  in  the  proceedings  as  published. 
Such  a  journal,  also,  could,  at  a  slight  ex- 
pense, be  made  a  means  of  informing  the 
public  of  matters  of  departmental  work  and  ad- 
ministration, which  are  now,  by  statute  or  ordi- 
nance or  custom,  advertised  in  general  newspa- 
pers. The  advantage  of  collecting  in  one  pub- 
lication the  announcements  of  the  several  de- 
partments in  regard  to  the  public  health,  safety, 
registration,  elections,  etc..  and  the  new  ordi- 
nances from  time  to  time  established,  will,  your 
committee  believe,  be  no  slight  gain  in  favor  of 
the  new  system. 

Careful  estimates  have  been  made  of  the 
probable  cost  of  the  system,  and  it  is  evi- 
dent that  the  expense  will  not  exceed  that  of 
the  present  plan,  basing  the  calculation  upon 
the  figures  of  last  year.  Of  course,  this  system 
has  the  defect  of  greatly  limiting  the  circula- 
tion given  to  the  report  of  the  proceedings.  The 
city  circulation  of  any  of  the  evening  papers 
can  hardly  be  less  than  10,000,  and  it  would  be 
utterly  inexpedient  to  print  and  circulate  any 
such  number  of  such  a  document  as  we  recom- 
mend. But  it  may  also  be  safely  said  that,  as 
the  contract  has  always  been  made  heretofore 
with  some  well-established  newspaper,  the  cir- 
culation has  been  exclusively  confined  to  the 
habitual  patrons  of  that  journal.  Those  patrons 
were  not  necessarily,  or  even  probably,  the  per- 
sons most  interested  in  reading  the  pro- 
ceedings, and  it  is  a  reasonable  conclusion  that 
2000  or  3000  copies  distributed  among  persons 
who  apply  lor  them  would  really  entirely  sup- 
ply the  actual  demand  on  the  part  of  our  citi- 
zens. 

Without  going  into  the  details  of  the  plan,  be- 
cause it  may  be  found  desirable  to  make  ar- 
rangements for  tne  sale,  at  a  nominal  price,  of 
copies  for  the  purpose  of  insuring  distribution, 
your  committee  would  suggest  that  each  alder- 
man be  allowed  50  copies,  and  each  councilman 
10  copies,  with  enough  copies  for  contingencies 
to  bring  the  edition  up  to  2500  or  3000.  Should 
there  be  a  demand  for  a  larger  edition  at  any 
time,  the  additional  expense,  of  course,  is 
trifling,  and  would  not  affect  the  financial 
soundness  of  the  undertaking.  It  would  be  per- 
fectly possible  to  print  an  edition  of  the  pro- 
ceedings alone,  from  the  same  type,  so  as  to 
make  an  annual  volume  for  indexing  and  refer- 
ence, as  has  always  been  done  under  the  present 
system.  The  only  additional  expense  will  be 
for  a  proper  supervision  of  the  details  of  the 
make-up  of  each  issue,  and  this  will  not  exceed 
$1500,  which  amount,  on  the  plan  proposed  by 
your  committee,  is  saved  on  the  expense  of  com- 
position. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  following  order. 

For  the  Committee, 

William  H.  Whitmore. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Printing  be 
hereby  authorized  to  make  contracts  and  ar- 
rangements for  the  reporting  and  publication  of 
the  proceedings  of  both  branches  of  the  City 
Council  for  one  year,  from  the  1st  of  July,  1887, 
at  an  expense  not  exceeding  the  appropriation 
of  $13,500  already  made  for  that  purpose.  Such 
publication  to  be  made  on  the  morning  of  the 
second  day  following  the  meeting  of  either 
branch,  and  the  form  to  be  similarto  that  of  the 
New  York  City  Record.  The  said  committee 
may  distribute  the  whole  or  any  portion  of  each 
issue,  or  may  sell  the  same,  accounting  to  the 
citv  collector  for  all  amounts  received  there- 
for. 

Aid.  Smith  and  Carroll  of  the  committee  dis- 
sent from  the  foregoing  report. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading.  Mr.  Whitmore 
moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

NAMES  OF  BRIDGES. 

Mi-.  Whitmore  offered  an  order— That  distinc- 
tive names  be  assigned  to  the  various  bridges 
over  navigable  waters,  of  which  bridges  the 
city  is  the  sole  or  part  owner.. 


Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr,  Whitmore,  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances. 

NAME  FOR  NEW  CAMBRIDGE  BRIDGE. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  of  the  new 
bridge  to  be  constructed  between  Cambridge 
and  Boston  he  requested  to  designate  it  in  all 
official  accounts  and  records  as  "The  Blaxton 
bridge,"'  in  honor  of  the  first  English  colonist 
who  settled  on  the  west  slope  of  Beacon  hill. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  hope  that  will  be  ordered  to 
a  second  reading,  and  if  it  is,  I  will  move  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule  in  regard  to  debate,  that  I 
may  briefly  explain  the  reasons  for  offering  that 
name. 

The  rule  was  suspended. 

Mr.  Fottler— I  would  like  to  have  the  order 
read. 

The  clerk  read  the  order  and  the  question 
came  on  giving  the  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  reason  that  1  have  of- 
fered this  order  is  that  we  have  now  three  other 
bridges  between  Boston  and  Cambridge.  The 
only  designation  which  has  been  given  to  this 
bridge  as  yet  is  the  "new  Cambridge  bridge," 
and,  sir,  of  course  that  is  a  designation  which  is 
by  no  means  distinctive.  This  is  the  newest 
bridge  at  present,  but  we  may  have  half  a  dozen 
more  during  the  remainder  of  the  present  cen- 
tury. It  seems  to  me  very  proper,  sir,  that  we 
should  have  a  distinct  name  for  this  bridge,  be- 
cause almost  everybody  has  noticed  the  diffi- 
culty of  pointing  out  or  explaining  to  a  stranger 
exactly  what  tne  Cambridge  bridge  is,  and 
whether  the  bridge  to  Craigie's  Point  is  or  is 
not  the  Cambridge  bridge.  To  add  another 
bridge  would  be  to  add  to  the  difficulty.  Now, 
sir,  I  have  looked  into  the  matter  a  little.  A 
friend  of  mine  made  the  suggestion  that  it 
should  be  named  after  Blaxton,  and  after  look- 
ing into  the  matter  I  could  conceive  of  no  better 
name  that  could  be  given.  It  is  a  fact  which 
most  members  will  recall  that  the  Rev.  William 
Blaxton  was  the  first  settler  within  the  limits 
of  Boston.  He  was  here  before  the  Win- 
throp  settlers  came  in  1630.  He  must  have 
been  settled  here  as  early  as  1626,  and 
his  house  was  on  the  western  slope  of 
the  hill  looking  over  the  Charles  river 
from  an  eminence,  towards  Cambridge.  Black- 
stone's  Point  was  the  point  which  was  after- 
wards the  beginning  of  the  lower  end  of  Beacon 
street ;  and,  sir,  it  is  a  very  interesting  fact,  that 
out  of  the  50  acres  of  land  for  which  he  com- 
promised with  the  settlers  here  for  his  title, 
Boston  Common  was  afterwards  made.  That 
grant— the  original  Common — was  undoubtedly 
Blaxton's  50  acres.  His  own  house,  as  I  have 
said,  was  on  the  slope  of  the  hill  looking  over 
the  identical  part  of  the  Charles  rivor  which 
this  bridge  proposes  to  cross.  He  has  been  hon- 
ored in  past  times  by  one  or  two  public  notices. 
We  have  a  Blackstone  Park,  and  so  far  we  have 
done  something  to  preserve  his  memory;  his 
name  is  also  very  familiar  to  antiquarians  and 
students  of  the  history  of  our  town  and  city.  I 
have  looked,  Mr.  President,  to  see  if  there  was 
any  other  name  connected  with  that  part  of  our 
territory,  and  I  can  find  none.  He  sold  his  land 
and  moved  down  to  what  is  now  Attleboro, 
where  he  died,  and  from  there  his  descendants 
have  emigrated,  and  are  still  in  existence  in 
Connecticut,— and  there  I  believe  the  Black- 
stone  river  takes  its  name  from  him  also.  He 
is  honored  and  respected  as  one  of  the  first  set- 
tlers who  stayed  here  at  all,  and  there  is  no 
other  name  I  can  find  associated  with  the  west- 
ern slope  of  the  hill.  For  many  years,  in  fact, 
up  to  the  present  century,  it  remained  as  "West 
Boston,"  as  it  was  called.  It  was  the  fag  end  of 
the  town;  a  groat  high  hill,  on  the  westerly 
slope1  having  rocks,  brambles  and  bushes  all 
over  it.  A  long  time  afterwards  John  Single- 
ton Copley,  the  artist,  bought  an  immense 
tract  of  land  there,  which  was  afterwards 
sold  to  various  speculators  after  the  Revo- 
lution, and  for  him  Copley  Square  was  named. 
I  cannot  see,  Mr.  President,  as  we  have  already 
named  one  of  our  squares  after  Copley,  any  rea- 
son for  giving  the  bridge  that  name.  Farther 
out,  toward  Brookline.  there  is  lio  name  con- 
nected with  this  particular  locality  in  which 
the  bridge  is  to  be  placed  except  Se wall's  Point. 
Judge  Se wall  and  his  descendants  owned  land 
which  is  just  at  the  junction  of  the  cross  roads 
from  Brookline  and  Brighton  to  Boston,  and 
that  land  is  now  within  Boston.    But  unfortu- 
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nately  there  is  another  little  bridge  now  com- 
monly called  the  Essex-street  bridge,  which 
runs  from  Sewall's  Point  across  to  Cambridge, 
and  it  would  be  a  misnomer  to  call  this  bridge 
Sewall's  Point  bridge,  because  it  doesn't  start 
from  Sewall's  Point,  and  another  bridge  does. 
In  the  same  way  on  the  Cambridge  side  I  can- 
not find  any  name  particularly  connected  with 
the  land  there.  The  Cambridge  end  of  the  bridge 
runs  across  what  is  known  as  Whittemore's 
Point.  But  the  Whittemores  not  being  any  of 
my  relations,  and  I  not  having  any  family  in- 
terest, I  have  not  been  influenced  by  any  ten- 
der interest  in  that  direction.  And  if  I  had  any 
claims  of  kindred  1  would  waive  them  in  favor  of 
Mr.  Blaxton.  But,  taking  it  altogether,  sir,  it 
seems  to  me  that  we  had  better  if  possible  give 
a  name  to  this  bridge  and  a  proper  and  suitable 
one,  and  I  think,  sir,  the  public  will  entirely 
agree  with  us  if  we  should  make  a  choice  of  the 
name  Blaxton  as  the  proper  designation  here- 
after for  the  new  bridge.  I  hope,  therefore,  that 
the  Council  may  feel  inclined,  instead  of  calling 
it  the  new  Cambridge  bridge,  to  order  it  to  be 
called  Blaxton  bridge. 

Mr.  Perkins— I  quite  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man who  has  just  spoken  (although  I  had  not 
thought  of  it  before)  that  a  proper  name 
should  be  given  to  this  new  bridge.  It  will 
be  certainly  very  bungling  and  clumsy  to  be 
always  calling  it  the  new  Cambridge  bridge,  for, 
as  he  said,  the  probabilities  are  that  before  the 
century  goes  out  we  will  have  other  bridges  to 
Cambridge.  Now,  I  don't  know  but  what  I 
should  be  willing  for  it  to  be  called  the  Blaxton 
bridge,  but  at  first  thought  I  think  I  could 
choose  some  name  that  might  have  a  little 
pleasanter  sound  to  it,  perhaps  something  a  lit- 
tle more  striking,  more  romantic,  we  may  say. 
While  speaking  of  this  name,  I  don't,  of  course, 
recommend  it,  but  we  might  name  it  after  John 
Harvard  and  call  it  Harvard  bridge,  or  it  could 
be  called  University  bridge.  There  are  lots  of 
names  that  might  be  chosen.  I  should  not  want 
to  be  one  of  those  to  select  a  name,  but  I  hope  a 
proper  name  will  be  selected  for  the  bridge  and 
a  name  that  will  have  a  pleasant  sound,  a  name 
that  will  be,  as  we  might  say,  high-toned. 
While  I  regard  and  respect  the  name  of  Blaxton 
and  know  that  he  was  certainly  a  very  worthy 
man,  and  I. do  not  now  see  any  great  objection 
to  adopting  that  name,  yet  I  think  it  is  some- 
thing that  we  should  consider  quite  intelligent- 
ly and  deliberately,  and  that  the  very  best  name 
that  can  be  secured  for  it  should  be  given. 

Mr.  Duggan— I  move  its  reference  to  the  com- 
missioners on  the  construction  of  that  bridge. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  sir. 
We  have  no  authority  to  do  anything  of  the 
kind. 

The  President— Does  the  Chair  understand 
the  gentleman  to  make  a  motion  to  refer  to  the 
Committee  on  Bridges? 

Mr.  Duggan — To  the  commissioners  on  the 
construction  of  the  bridge. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  We 
cannot  refer— 

Mr.  Duggan  —  To  the  commission  on  new 
Cambridge  bridge. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  don't  understand  that  we 
have  the  power  to  refer  the  matter  or 
anything  of  the  kind.  We  can  lay  it 
on  the  table  and  ask  their  opinion.  But  this 
merely  requests  the  commissioners.  We  cannot 
oblige  them.  This  requests  them  to  use  this 
name.  We  cannot  refer  any  such  order  to  them, 
as  I  understand  it,  in  a  parliamentary  way,  and 
I  think  our  rules  will  bear  me  out  in  saying  that 
we  can  only  refer  to  another  branch  or  board 
of  the  city  government.  We  cannot  refer  this, 
for  example,  to  a  legislative  committee  of  the 
present  Legislature,  or  to  their  Committee  on 
Judiciary.  I  think,  sir,  1  shall  have  to  raise  the 
point  of  order  that  direct  reference  of  that  kind 
does  not  come  within  our  rules. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  rule  the  mo- 
tion made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  19  not 
in  order. 

Mr.  Sanger— When  the  gentleman  fromWard 
12  this  afternoon  informed  me  that  he  thought 
the  name  of  Blaxton  would  be  a  proper  name 
for  the  Cambridge  bridge,  and  that  an  order  was 
to  be  introduced  this  evening  to  that  effect,  I 
supposed  he  intended  that  that  should  be  the 
name,  and  to  have  the  city  of  Boston  designate 
the  name  of  the  bridge.  But  the  order  does  not 
come  before  us  in  that  form.  The  order  is  in 
the  form  of  a  request  to  the  commissioners  ap- 


pointed to  look  after  the  construction  of  the 
new  bridge,  stating  that  in  our  opinion — in  the 
opinion  of  the  City  Council  of  Boston— that 
bridge  should  be  called  the  Blaxton  bridge. 
The  form  in  which  the  order  conies  is  not  ob- 
jectionable, it  seems  to  me,  except  for  the 
reason  that  it  is  designating  the  name  of  the 
bridge  in  rather  a  hasty  manner  It  may 
be  a  suitable  name  or  it  may  not  be  a  suit- 
able name.  I  do  not  know  of  anyone  who 
could  more  properly  designate  a  name  than 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12.  We  have  all 
read  his  little  handbook  on  the  nomenclature 
of  streets,  which  was  issued  some-  two  or  three 
years  ago,  and  I  suppose  on  the  matter  of  names 
lie  is  as  well  posted  as  anybody  in  the  city.  But 
it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  a*  hasty  action  on  our 
part  to  say  that  we  believe  that  this  should  be 
the  name  of  the  bridge  without  having  an  op- 
portunity to  properly  consider  the  matter.  I 
rise  to  speak  a  word  in  favor  of  the  Committee 
on  the  New  Cambridge  Bridge.  We  have  had 
two  meetings  this  year.  One  of  them  was  pure- 
ly formal.  The  second  one  was  chiefly  spent  in 
listening  to  the  very  strong  arguments  on  the 
part  of  representatives  of  the  city  of  Cambridge 
as  to  why  the  bridge  should  be  built.  We  have 
since  had  from  the  Legislature  an  act  which 
says  that  the  bridge  shall  be  built.  It  seems  to 
me  in  consideration  of  the  fact  that  that  com- 
mittee has  had  so  little  to  do  and  at  the  same 
time  is  interested  in  the  matter  of  the  Cam- 
bridge bridge,  that  that  matter  should  be  re- 
ferred to  them,  Mr.  President.  If  the  matter 
could  have  been  referred  to  the  committee  on 
that  bridge  they  could  then  give  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  an  opportunity  to  state  his  rea- 
sons, and  in  the  mean  time  we  could  get  the 
opinions  of  the  representatives  of  the  city  of 
Cambridge,  owing  to  whose  efforts  the  bridge  is 
to  be  constructed,  and  find  out  from  them  what 
name  they  wish  to  De  given  to  the  bridge. 

Mr.  Fowler— I  move  the  reference  of  the 
whole  matter  to  the  Committee  on  the  New 
Cambridge  Bridge 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  certainly  shall  not  oppose 
the  reference.  I  did  oppose  its  going  to  the 
commissioners,  because  it  did  not  seem  to  be 
parliamentary,  and  was  out  of  order.  But  I  do 
not  oppose  the  reference  to  the  committee  which 
I  must  be  allowed  to  say  I  had  forgotten  the  ex- 
istence of,  they  had  done  so  little. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
New  Bridge  to  Cambridge. 

17th  of  JUNE. 

Mr.  Reilly  offered  an  order— That  the  city 
messenger  be  directed  to  provide  carriages  for 
such  members  of  the  Common  Council  as  desire 
to  review  and  take  part  in  the  procession  in  the 
Charlestown  district  on  June  17,  the  expense  at- 
tending the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  contin- 
gent fund  of  the  Common  Council. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Mr. 
Reilly  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

Mr.  Fowler  offered  an  order— That  the  Board 
of  Police  be  requested  to  cause  the  flags  of  the 
city  to  be  displayed  on  June  17  and  July  4,  and 
any  expense  atteuding  the  same  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  incidentals. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  Council  and 
the  14th  joint  rules.  Mr.  Fowler  moved  to  re- 
consider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

bath  house  near  union  wharf,  ward  6. 

Mr.  Davern  submitted  a  report  from  the  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Health  on  the  order  in 
relation  to  locating  a  bath  house  near  the  end 
of  Union  wharf,  Ward  6,  recommending  the 
reference  of  the  order  to  the  Board  of  Health. 

Report  accepted  and  said  reference  ordered. 
Sent  up. 

widening  of  beacon  street. 

Mr.  Ladd  offered  an  order— That  the  Street 
Commissioners  be  requested  to  report  as  to  the 
expense  and  expediency  of  taking  about  1160 
square  feet  of  land  on  the  north  side  of  Beacon 
street,  at  the  corner  of  Tremont  street,  for 
the  purpose  of  widening  that  part  of  Bea- 
con street  to  a  line  as  shown  on  a  "plan  of 
proposed  widening  of  Beacon  street  between 
Tremont  and  Mt.  Vernon  streets,"  drawn  by 
Thomas  W.  Davis,  city  surveyor,  being  a  part  of 
lot  numbered  one  on  said  plan,  in  view  of  the 
probability  that  an  expensive  building  is  about 
to  be  built  upon  said  lot. 

Passed.  Mr.  Ladd  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 
Sent  up.  « 
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REPORTS   OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Auditor's  monthly  exhibit  (City  Doc.  93). 
Sent  up. 

Monthly  statement  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment (City  Doc.  92).    Sent  up. 

First  annual  report  of  the  hre  marshal  of 
Boston,  covering  the.  period  from  Nov.  8.  1S86,  to 
May  1,  1887. 

Mr.  Whitmore— This  report  of  the  fire  mar- 
shal comes  to  us,  sir,  as  being  printe'd  by  the 
State  printers.  But  the  law  which  established 
it,  as  printed  on  the  ninth  page,  says  that  "the 
hre  marshal  shall  submit  each  year,  in  the 
month  of  May,  a  detailed  report  of  his  official 
action  to  the  City  Council  of  the  city  of  Boston." 
Without  regard  to  whether  one  likes  the  system 
or  not,  it  seems  to  me  that  a  report  made  to  the 
City  Council  of  Boston,  particularly  one  convey- 
iug  a  great  deal  of  information,  ought  to  be 
printed  as  a  city  document.  I  move,  sir,  that  the 
report  be  printed  as  a  city  document. 

The  report  was  ordered  printed  and  sent  up. 

THE  RECEPTIOM  TO   QUEEN  KAPIOLANI. 

The  following  was  received,  read  and  sent  up : 
Executive     Department,  ( 
June  1st,  1887.  I 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  have  the  honor  to  transmit 
herewith  a  communication  from  Hon.  H.  A.  P. 
Carter,  the  Hawaiian  minister,  concerning  the 
late  visit  of  Her  Majesty  Queen  Kapiolani  and 
suite  to  Boston. 

Yours  respectfully. 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 
Hawaiian  Legation,  I 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  30. 1887. 1 
Dear  Sir.— Her  Majesty  Queen  Kapiolani,  on 
embarking  for  Europe,  desired  me  to  write 
your  honor  officially,  to  express  to  you,  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  Common  Council  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  the  sincere  thanks  of  her  ma- 
jes^r,  and  of  Her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess 
Liliuakalini  for  the  generous  hospitality  ex- 
tended to  them  and  to  the  members  of  their 
suite  by  the  citv  on  the  occasion  of  her  majes- 
ty's visit. 

The  intimate  commercial  and  social  relations 
long  existing  between  the  city  of  Boston  and 
the  Hawaiian  islands  made  it  peculiarly  grate- 
ful to  her  majesty  to  visit  that  city  under  such 
hospitable  auspices,  and  her  majesty  the  queen, 
together  with  her  royal  highness  the  princess, 
will  ever  hold  their  reception  in  Boston  in 
grateful  remembrance,  and  will  not  cease  to  de- 
sire the  continued  prosperity  of  that  ancient 
municipality. 

I  take  this  occasion,  dear  sir,  to  assure  your 
honor  of  the  very  high  consideration  with  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  De, 

Your  Honor's  most 

Obedient  humble  servant, 

H.  A.  P.  Carter. 
His  Hawaiian  Majesty's  Envoy  Extraordinary 
and  Minister  Plenipotentiary. 

telegraph  hill  reservoir. 

The  following  was  received: 

Boston  Water  Board  Office,  1 
June  2,  1887.     ) 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

In  response  to  the  order  passed,  May  26,  1887, 
requesting  the  Water  Board  to  report  "whether 
the  reservoir  on  Telegraph  Hill  is  of  any  further 
service  to  that  department,  and  whether  it  can- 
not be  turned  over  to  the  Department  of  Com- 
mon and  Public  Sqares  and  joined  to  Thomas 
Park,"  the  Board  have  to  say  that  while  the 
reservoir  is  not  now  in  actual  use,  it  is  desirable 
to  keep  it  rilled  with  water,  so  that  its  contents, 
some  7,000,000  gallons,  may  be  available  in  cases 
of  emergency,  such  as  the  breaking  of  a  main, 
or  other  accidents.  They  see  no  objection,  how- 
ever, to  the  grounds  being  thrown  open  to  the 
public  in  connection  with  those  of  Thomas 
Park,  as  suggested  by  the  city  engineer  in  a 
communication  herewith  submitted. 
Very  respectfully, 

William  B.  Smart, 
For  the  Board. 
Office  of  the  City  Engineer,  I 
Boston,  June  2, 1887.     i 
Mr.  William  B.  Smart,  chairman  pro  tern.,  Bos- 
ton Water  Board. 
Dear  Sir— In   regard  to   the  transfer  of   the 
reservoir  on  Telegraph  Hill  to  the  Department 
of  Common  and  Squares,,  the  care  and  main- 


tenance of  the  reservoir  grounds  may  be  turned 
over  to  that  department  to  such  an  extent  as 
will  not  interfere  with  the  uses  of  the  reservoir 
for  water  works  purposes,  the  Water  Depart- 
ment to  be  at  no  expense  for  such  police  or 
other  protection  as  may  be  found  necessary  for 
preserving  the  purity  of  the  water  in  the 
reservoir.  Yours  respectfully, 

William;  Jackson, 
City  Engineer  and  Engineer  Boston  Water  Board. 
Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McNary.  to  the 
Committee  on  Common  and  Squares.    Mr.  Mc- 
Nary moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

papers  from  the  board  of  aldermen. 

Report  of  the  Fire  Commissioners  in  favor  of 
increasing  the  pay  of  members  of  the  depart- 
ment. Referred  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sanger  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Fire  Department. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fowler  it  was  voted  that 
Nos.  1,  2  and  3  on  the  calendar  be  acted  on  to- 
gether, viz.: 

1.  Annual  report  of  the  Commissioners  on 
Cedar  Grove  Cemetery. 

2.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commission- 
ers, that,  hi  their  opinion,  an  appropriation  of 
$106,000  would  be  required  to  meet  the  expense 
of  widening  Rutherford  avenue  on  the  south- 
west side,  from  Chapman  to  Devens  street. 

3.  Report  of  the  directors  of  East  Boston  fer- 
ries on  the  petition  of  James  McHugh  and 
others,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  said  directors,  it  is 
inexpedient  at  this  time  to  restore  the  wages  of 
the  deck-hands  in  the  Ferry  Department  to 
former  rates. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  Nos.  4,  5,  6  and  7 
were  acted  on  together,  viz. : 

4.  Fifth  report  of  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters. 

5.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  leave  to 
withdraw,  at  his  own  request,  on  petition  of 
Owen  T.  Winn,  to  be  paid  his  salary  as  a  police 
officer  for  the  period  he  was  absent  from  duty 
on  account  of  injuries  received  from  a  fall, 

6.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  leave  to 
withdraw,  on  petition  of  Carl  Hand,  for  com- 
pensation for  personal  injuries  received  from  an 
alleged  defect  in  West  Brookline  street,  on  ac- 
count of  his  failure  to  file  a  notice, 

7.  Report  of  Committee  on  Department  for  In- 
spection of  Buildings,  leave  to  withdraw,  on  two 
petitions  of  F.  O.  and  J.  T.  Reed,  for  leave  to 
erect  two  wooden  buildings  on  Arlington  ave- 
nue. Ward  4. 

Reports  severally  accepted  in  concurrence. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Fowler,  Nos.  8  and  9  were 
acted  on  together,  viz. : 

8.  Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Buildings, 
recommending  reference  to  the  superintendent 
of  public  buildings  of  the  request  of  the  School 
Committee  for  slate  troughs,  with  proper  parti- 
tions, to  be  substituted  for  the  wooden  trough 
at  the  Eliot  schoolhouse. 

9.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  recom- 
mending reference  to  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations of  the  request  of  the  trustees  of  the 
City  Hospital  for  an  additional  appropriation 
for  the  Imilding  for  the  out-patient  depart- 
ment 

Reports  accepted  and  said  references  ordered 
in  concurrence. 

The  Reception  to  Mr.   O'Brien. 

10.  Order  requesting  the  Mayor  to  extend  the 
hospitalities  of  the  city  to  Hon.  William  O'Brien 
of  Dublin,  Ireland,  during  his  stay  in  Boston, 
the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  incidentals.  [This  order  came  down  passed 
under  a  suspension  of  Joint  Rule  14,  and  the  one 
on  the  same  subject,  passed  by  the  Council,  is 
returned,  said  rule  not  having  been  sus- 
pended.] 

The  President— The  order  passed  by  the 
Council  will  be  placed  on  file. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  believe,  sir,  that  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  is  entirely  correct  in  its  action  in 
refusing  to  entertain  a  motion  which  required  a 
suspension  of  a  joint  rule  without  its  being 
shown  that  that  was  done  in  this  branch;  and 
of  course,  sir,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  rule  was 
not  suspended  in  this  branch  by  an  oversight. 
I  must  say,  Mr.  President,  that  I  regard  it  as 
strictly  legal,  but  hardly  courteous,  on  the  part 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  raise  a  point  of  that 
kind  when  they  had  no  objection  to  the  subject 
matter;  but  I  suppose  there  is  no  doubt  about 
their  legal  power  to  do  it,  and  that  the  motion 
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as  passed  by  us  was  entirely  inoperative.  In- 
stead of  placing  it  on  file  I  would  move  its 
indefinite  postponement. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  prevailed, 
and  the  question  came  on  giving  the  order 
passed  by  the  other  branch  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Whitmose- If  the  Chair  will  allow  me,  I 
should  think  it  would  be  better  to  move  the  sus- 
pension of  joint  rule  14  first,  so  that  the  sus- 
pension would  come  before  it,  that  being  ex- 
actly the  point  at  issue  between  the  two 
branches. 

It  was  voted  to  suspend  joint  rule  14. 

Mr.  Wilson — I  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege. 
I  see  that  in  the  Herald  report  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council  these 
words  are  used : 

"Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  9  and  Mr.  Ladd  of  Ward 
10  opposed  the  order  on  the  ground  that  the  city 
should  not  entertain  a  man  who  was  opposing 
the  encroachment  of  England  upon  the  rights 
of  the  Irish  people." 

So  far  as  I  am  personally  concerned,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, I  desire  to  state  that  that  does  notexm-ess 
the  objection  I  urged  at  that  time  to  the  passage 
of  the  order.'  The  order  therein  referred  to  is 
the  one  whose  place  is  taken  by  the  order  now 
before  the  house.  I  opposed  that  order  at  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Council  because  I  did  not  be- 
lieve that  this  body,  or  the  City  Council,  should 
extend  the  hospitalities  of  the  city  of  Boston  to 
Mr.  O'Brien.  I  believed  that  he,  being  a  dis- 
tinguished person,  should  receive  the  courtesies 
of  the  city  at  the  hands  of  the  mayor.  I  believed 
that  if  it  was  done  by  the  mayor,  in  the  exercise 
of  his  powers,  it  would  be  more  likely  that  the 
city  would  avoid  the  disgraceful  junketing  the 
city  has  lately  passed  through,  and  that  if  we 
had  any  junketing  of  that  kind  the  responsibil- 
ity would  be  fixed  upon  the  mayor.  It  was  for 
those  reasons  that  I  opposed  the  order  and  not 
for  the  reasons  given  in  the  Herald,  that  the 
city  should  not  entertain  men  because  of  their 
opposition  to  the  encroachments  upon  the  rights 
of  the  Irish  people.  It  is  for  the  same  reasons 
that  I  shall  oppose  this  order  tonight.  I  do 
not  believe  that  the  City  Council  should  pass 
this  order,  and  that  the  mayor  should  bear  the 
expense  from  his  fund  appropriated  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  that  the  city  should  not  be  disgraced 
by  any  junketing. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  do  not  pretend  to  answer  news- 
paper misrepresentations  about  me. 

Mr.  Fowler— I  rise  for  a  little  information.  I 
understand  that  Mr.  O'Brien  was  entertained 
by  the  mayor  out  of  his  special  appropriation 
for  that  purpose,  and  that  the  expense  attend- 
ing the  entertainment  was  about  .$150.  There- 
fore, if  that  be  true,  I  see  no  necessity  for  pass- 
ing the  order  at  this  time.  I  ask  for  informa- 
tion why  we  need  pass  the  order  at  all? 

Mr.  Whitmoee— I  hope  the  Council,  especially 
after  the  information  that  has  been  given— that 
there  will  be  no  expense — will  proceed  to  sus- 
pend the  rules,  if  necessary,  and  pass  this  order, 
because  at  our  last  meeting  we  did  pass  a  cer- 
tain vote  (it  was  passed  by  a  majority  of  the 
Council),  and  it  comes  back  to  us  purely  on  a 
technical  error.  Now,  sir,  it  would  be  perfectly 
right  and  proper  for  us  to  stand  to  our  position 
at  the  last  meeting  and  pass  the  order  again, 
because  otherwise  it  will  be  impossible  for  the 
public  to  understand  what  the  precise  technical 
point  was  between  the  two  branches.  It  will 
look,  if  we  reject  this  order,  as  if  we  intended 
to  reject  the  order,— and  that  would  be 
a  very  empty  piece  of  ordnance  for  the  reform- 
ers to  fire  off,  when  it  has  already  been  shown 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  23  that  the  ex- 
pense is  almost  nothing.  It  would  look,  in  the 
eyes  of  most  people,  like  an  attempt  to  cast  a 
slur  upon  the  gentleman  who  has  been  here, 
who  has  behaved  himself  in  so  very  becomiug  a 
manner,  and  has  been  so  warmly  and  hospitably 
received  by  friends  at  so  little  cost  to  the  city  of 
Boston.  And  for  that  reason,  sir,  without  any 
regard  to  abstract  questions  merely,  I  hope  we 
may  leave  the  matter  plain  and  simple  and 
right  in  the  eyes  of  the  public,  who  cannot  under- 
stand these  fine  points,  and  that  we  shall  simply 
vote  to  pass  the  order  as  a  matter  of  course.  It 
is  merely  correcting  the  record.  It  will  cost  us 
nothing,  and  to  do  anything  else  would  put  the 
Council  in  a  very  unpleasant  position. 

Mr.  Sanger— At  the  meeting  a  week  ago,  I 
voted  a?ainst  an  order  which  was  in  this  form, 
for  the  reason  that  was  stated  bv  the  gentlem  an 
from  Ward  9,  that  I  objected  solely  to  the  fact 


that  the  expense  was  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  incidentals.  That  appropriation 
is  not  by  any  means  so  large  as  it  was  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  on  account  of  certain 
very  heavy  demands  made  upon  it ;  and  I  was 
afraid  that  if— and  I  was,  and  am  very  sorry  to 
admit  it — there  was  an  appropriation  of  that 
character  I  believed  then,  and  now  believe,  that 
.  there  would  be  a  junket.  But,  gentlemen,  we 
nave  had  the  distinguished  visitor  here,  and  no 
one  could  have  been  received  in  a  more  royal 
manner :  no  one  could  have  behaved  in  a  more 
dignified  and  becoming  manner  than  he  did 
while  in  the  city.  I  rise,  especially  at  this  time, 
to  say  in  behalf  of  an  association  which  extend- 
ed a  kind  and  cordial  invitation  to  him  to  be- 
come their  guest — I  rise  at  the  request  of  those 
gentlemen — to  say  that  that  organization  would 
have  been  only  too  glad  to  have  paid  every  dol- 
lar that  was  necessary  to  entertain  Mr.  O'Brien 
while  in  the  city  of  Boston,  and  they  simply 
wished  that  the  hospitality  of  the  city  should 
be  extended  formally  through  the  mayor,  which 
was  done,  and  they  would  be  willing  and 
glad  to  pay  every  expense  the  city  of  Boston  has 
been  called  upon  to  meet  for  its  very  small  en- 
tertainment in  honor  of  this  distinguished  man. 
I  shall  vote,  gentlemen,  tonight,  for  this  order. 
Mr.  Teevens — When  I  offered  that  order  here 
at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council,  I  offered  it 
with  good  intent.  Some  of  the  newspapers 
printed  in  the  city  of  Boston  went  on  to  criticise 
the  man  who  offered  the  order,  and  the  manner 
in  which  the  order  was  offered,  saying  that 
those  who  supported  it  wished  to  make  them 
selves  solid  with  their  constituents ;  —  in 
other  words,  have  another  junketing  expedi- 
tion. The  motives  behind  this  order  were  noth- 
ing of  the  kind.  Everyone  knows  that  the 
Queen  Kapiolani  party  and  the  representatives 
of  the  city  government  of  Philadelphia  have 
been  here  recently  and  have  had  to  be  enter- 
tained ;  and  I  didn't  know  but  that,  in  the  ex- 
citement of  affairs,  the  mayor  might  not  give 
the  subject  the  attention  it  should  have.  On 
that  account  I  suggested  the  manner  in  which  I 
thought  Mr.  O'Brien  should  be  received  at  the 
hands  of  the  city  government.  I  offered  that 
order  as  an  honest  order,  not  that  the 
City  Council  should  spend  one  dollar  in 
wining,  dining,  or  junketing,  or  that  it 
should  be  charged  to  any  fund  at  all, 
I  merely  wanted  it  put  on  record  here  that  the 
city  of  Boston  would  extend  the  hospitalities  of 
the  city,  knowing  the  way  in  which  the  man 
was  received  and  used  in  Canada.  For  that  rea- 
son I  offered  the  order,  and  I  want  to  notify  the 
members  of  the  Common  Council,  as  one  of  the 
committee  having  charge  of  the  matter,  that 
the  committee  has  paid  the  bills.  Let  it  not  be 
said  here  that  Mr.  O'Brien  was  entertained  in 
any  underhanded  way.  The  committee  received 
Mr.  O'Brien,  paid  the  carriage  bills,  and  every- 
thing of  the  kind,  except  that  we  don't  know 
what  the  expense  will  be  for  boat  on  the  trip 
down  the  harbor.  That  expense  the  members 
of  the  committee  are  willing  to  pay  out  of  their 
own  pockets,  when  we  find  out  how  much  it  is. 
It  was  not  my  intention  to  have  wining,  dining 
or  anything  of  the  kind  when  I  offered  the  order 
last  Thursday  night,  but  I  offered  it  as  an  honest 
order,  that  the  hospitalities  of  the  city  might 
be  extended  to  the  honorable  gentleman. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  did  not  intend  to  speak  upon  this 
matter,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  some  gentlemen 
here,  who  might  perhaps  be  expected  to  take  a 
different  view  of  matters  of  this  kind,  are  upon 
a  track  which  it  is  unsafe  for  us  to  follow.  I 
want  to  remind  the  members  of  the  Council  that 
our  forefathers  had  what  they  called  the  Mon- 
roe doctrine.  It  was  a  doctrine  which  has  saved 
this  country  from,  perhaps,  utter  collapse  and 
chaos ;  it  has  saved  us,  at  any  rate,  from  being 
embroiled  in  the  struggles  of  foreign  countries ; 
—and  I  dislike  to  see  brought  into  this  City 
Council  the  questions  that  are  agitating  foreign 
countries.  We  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
manner  in  which  a  man  is  treated  in  Canada,  or 
in  England,  or  in  any  other  country.  It  is  for  us 
to  consider  our  own  concerns,  and  I  think  it  is 
unwise  for  the  City  Council  of  Boston  to  under- 
take to  overrule  the  Monroe  doctrine,  and  insist 
upon  it  that  it  will  put  its  finger  into  the 
troubles  that  agitate  foreign  countries.  We 
have  enough  to  do  if  we  attend  to  our  own  busi- 
ness, it  seems  to  me ;  and  we  shall  do  our  whole 
duty  if  we  attend  to  that  faithfully  and  well , 
and  let  other  nations  attend  to  theirs. 
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Mr.  Leary — The  gentleman  reminds  me  of  a 
saying  I  have  heard  quite  often,  that  it  is  not 
advisable  to  halloo  until  you  are  out  of  the 
woods.  There  was  a  time  when  this  country 
would  have  been  very  anxious  that  other  coun- 
tries would  not  interfere  with  its  affairs.  But 
England  has  interfered  with  our  doings  repeat- 
edly, and  I  think  we  should  have  courage  enough 
in  the  position  where  we  are  today  to  side  with 
any  nation  that  is  down-trodden  and  oppressed. 
It  is  a  matter  of  principle.  A  man  comes  to  this 
country  with  a  principle  to  advocate,  and  that 
principle  is  the  freedom  of  a  people,  and  we, 
in  a  place  where  we  boast  of  our  freedom,  dare 
not  say  that  we  shall  receive  him  and  entertain 
him  officially.  I  think  we  are  doing  a  perfectly 
proper  and  right  thing.  This  country  does 
not  play  second  fiddle  to  Canada  or  any  other 
small  country,  which  would  occasion  them  to  be 
afraid  to  do  anything  of  this  kind.  I  move  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  hope  the  gentleman  will  not 
insist  upon  the  previous  question  until  I  have 
had  an  opportunity  to  make  one  or  two  remarks 
to  the  effect  that  after  the  explanation  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  13  I  shall  change  my  de- 
termination and  vote  for  this  order  instead  of 
against  it. 

Mr.  Leary— I  will  withdraw  that  motion.  The 
only  reason  that  I  made  it  was  because  I  thought 
this  matter  would  turn  into  a  matter  of  bun- 
combe.- 

Mr.  Richards— I  also  stand  in  the  same  posi- 
tion as  the  gentleman  who  has  last  taken  his 
seat,  and  I  shall  change  my  vote  from  no  to  yes 
on  the  ground  that  I  cannot  agree  with  my 
friend  who  is  seated  beside  me  that  the  Monroe 
doctrine  extends  to  the  reception  of  distin- 
guished guests  from  foreign  countries. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  did  not  state  that  at  all. 

Mr.  Richards— The  doctrine  has  never  been 
so  far  extended.  But  I  shall  take  great  pleasure 
tonight  in  voting  in  favor  of  the  motion,  because 
it  sets  a  laudable  example  in  regard  to  enter- 
taining distinguished  guests,  not  by  lavish  ex- 
penditure, unwarrented  and  unrequested,  but  in 
a  manner  to  reflect  both  honor  to  our  city  and 
her  guest. 

Mr.  McNary—  I  am  very  glad  that  the  order, 
owing  to  a  little  negligence  on  our  part,  has 
come  back  to  us  tonight  on  the  ground  of  not 
being  properly  passed,  because  it  allows  gentle- 
men to  place  thenjselves  in  a  proper  position  on 
the  matter,  and  to  judge  more  nearly  in  regard 
to  the  considerations  which  have  been  brought 
before  them.  I  think  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
10  takes  a  most  undemocratic  and  un-American 
stand  on  this  matter.  The  Monroe  doctrine 
never  prevented  this  couutry  from  receiving 
distinguished  guests  at  the  time  of  the  revolu- 
tion.— as,  for  instance,  Pulaski  and  Lafayette,— 
and  the  same  was  the  case  at  the  time  of  the  re- 
bellion, In  the  rebellion  the  American  govern- 
ment sent  across  the  water  Henry  Ward  Beecher 
and  Archbishop  Hughes  of  New  York  to  arouse 
sentiment  in  England  in  favor  of  the  Union,  and 
we  were  perfectly  willing  at  that  time  to  get 
foreign  governments,  such  as  Russia,  in  our 
favor.  We  did  not  quarrel  nor  quibble  about 
the  Monroe  doctrine  then,  and  I  do  not  see  any 
reason  for  doing  it  in  a  simple  matter  of  this 
kind.  I  think  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10 
takes  a  most  undemocratic  stand  on  this  mat- 
ter. I  hope  that  the  order  will  pass.  I  will  call 
for  the  roll  call  in  order  to  place  the  gentlemen 
in  a  proper  position  which  will  show  the  senti- 
ment of  the  Common  Council  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— When  I  heard  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  10  state  what  the  Monroe  doc- 
trine was  I  began  to  wonder  whether  I  had 
read  the  history  of  this  country  rightly, 
and  whether  I  really  understood  what 
the  Monroe  doctrine  set  forth.  My  opinion 
of  the  Monroe  doctrine— which  I  will  take 
this  opportunity  to  state,  for  fear  that  the 
statement  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10, 
as  his  remarks  are  made  more  public  than  some 
of  the  other  gentlemen  of  the  Council  may  be 
misleading — is  different  from  his.  I  do  not 
think  that  he  has  stated  the  Monroe  doctrine  as 
it  is  understood  by  American  people.  If  I  under- 
stand it  correctly— and  if  1  make  a  mistake 
those  gentlemen  who  understand  the  Monroe 
doctrine  will  correct  me— the  Monroe  doctrine 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  fact  of  people  land- 
ing here  and  advocating  the  rights  of  a  down- 
trodden people,  but  it  is  that  we  Americans 
shall  prevent  foreigners  from  entering  upon  any 


part  of  this  American  continent  and  laying 
claim  to  any  lands,  islands  or  anything  in  this 
section  of  the  hemisphere.  That  was  my  opin- 
ion of  the  Monroe  doctrine,  and  I  think  I  have 
stated  it  correctly.  With  regard  to  the  order,  I 
think  there  is  no  gentleman,  whatever  his 
opinion  may  be  on  the  Monroe  doctrine,  how- 
ever positive,  who  will  on  that  account  vote 
against  the  passage  of  this  order  for  the  rea- 
sons which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  has 
stated.  It  has  gone  from  us  to  the  Board  of 
Aldermen;  a  technical  point  has  been  raised  in 
the  Board,  and  it  has  come  down  to  us  again, 
and  it  is  only  for  us  to  see  that  the  record  is 
made  clear,  and  to  show  that  we  intended  to  ex- 
tend courtesies  to  a  distinguished  gentleman— 
the  Hon,  William  O'Brien  of  Dublin— and  that 
we  would  be  willing  to  do  so  again.  Junketing 
cannot  be  given  as  a  reason  for  our  showing  by 
the  passage  of  the  order  that  we  will  vote  to  ex- 
tend this  courtesy  to  the  distinguished  gentle- 
man who  has  come  to  this  country. 

Mr.  Fottler— I  wish  to  take  up  but  little  time 
of  the  Council,  and  only  desire  to  say  a  word  in 
relation  to  this  matter.  At  our  last  meeting  I 
voted  for  the  passage  of  the  order,  and  I  am  sure 
that  I  shall  not  change  my  vote  tonight.  We 
thought  that  everything  was  all  right,  but  now 
we  find  that  the  rule  was  not  suspended,  and  a 
technical  point  has  been  raised  in  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  and  the  order  has  been  returned  to 
us  in  a  new  form.  I  am  glad  ton  ight  that  I  shall 
have  the  opportunity  to  vote  as  I  did  before, and 
I  am  very  glad  to  see  that  other  members  will 
also  vote  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Fowler— At  the  last  meeting  I  voted 
against  the  order  for  the  reason,  as  I  then  stated, 
that  I  believed  it  would  give  an  opportunity  for 
extravagant  expenditure  of  money  in  the 
way  of  junketing  for  the  entertainment  of  Mr 
O'Brien.  But  as  a  matter  of  honor  to  him  and 
the  city,  and  as  a  rebuke  to  the  cowardice  of  the 
people  of  Canada,  I  shall  change  my  vote  to- 
night and  vote  in  favor  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  did  not  say  that  the  entertain- 
ment of  this  gentleman  in  itself  infringed  upon 
the  Monroe  doctrine;  but  what  I  did  say,  or 
what  I  meant  to  say,  was  that  the  debate  that 
had  taken  place  here  would  lead  us  to  suppose 
that  we  were  tinder  obligations  to  entertain  this 
gentleman  because  of  the  manner  in  which  he 
was  treated  in  foreign  countries.  Now  I  claim 
that  cannot  enter  into  any  consideration  of 
ours,  whether  or  not  we  will  extend  the  courte- 
sies of  the  city  of  Boston  to  this  gentleman. 
This  entertainment,  it  seems,  has  already  been 
given;  the  gentleman,  I  suppose,  has  left  our 
city,  and,  as  I  understand,  it  was  a  very 
creditable  entertainment.  I  do  not  see  how  any- 
body is  going  to  be  affected  one  way  or  the  other 
by  any  vote  of  this  nature  that  we  may  pass. 
The  thing  has  already  been  done,  and  it  seems 
to  me  the  greatest  piece  of  buncombe  that  we 
should  pay  further  notice  here  to  the  matter 
and  that  this  order  should  come  in  here  at  this 
time  for  our  action,  and  that  men  should  under- 
take to  build  themselves  up  and  make  political 
capital  out  of  it.  I  certainly  have  no  such  in- 
tention, and  I  certainly  will  not  undertake  by 
any  action  of  mine  to  build  myself  up  by  any 
such  procedure  as  that. 

Mr.  F.  Morison— I  shall  vote  against  this  order 
tonight,  and  I  will  hriefiy  state  to  the  Council 
wby.  If  the  Hon.  William  O'Brien  had  been  my 
guest  in  Boston  I  should  have  been  proud  to  have 
him.  If  a  committee  had  come  to  me  to  sub- 
scribe to  an  entertainment  I  should  have  been 
proud  to  subscribe  But  I  do  not  think  that  it  is  • 
the  business  of  the  city  of  Boston  to  entertain 
persons  having  no  official  capacity,  no  matter 
how  distinguished  they  may  be  otherwise,  by 
taking  the  taxpayers'  money  for  that  purpose. 
I  do  not  approve  of  it,  and  I  shall  be  forced  to 
vote  against  entertaining  any  one  who  visits  the 
city  in  any  other  than  an  official  caDaeitv.  If 
the  honorable  gentleman  held  any  official  posi- 
tion it  might  be  proper  for  us  to  extend  to  him 
the  courtesies  of  the  city ;  but  I  do  not  think  it 
is  proper  for  us  to  single  out  private  individuals 
simply  because  they  are  distinguished,  and  en- 
tertain them  with  the  taxpayers'  money. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  rise  in  order  to  repeat  my 
former  argument,  because  it  is  evident  that  my 
acute  friend  on  the  left  did  not  understand  me. 
I  presume  it  was  owing  to  the  bad  cola  which  I 
have  this  evening  that  he  could  not  understand 
me.  This  order  does  not  give  an  expression  of 
opinion  one  way  or  the  other.    That  was  settled 
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at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council,  and  the  only 
question  is  this,— That  a  clerical  error  having 
occurred  in  the  proceedings,  we  did  not  wish  to 
stultify  ourselves  bv  going  back  on  it,  especially 
so  when  there  is  no  money  involved.  If  we  had 
passed  an  order,  for  instance,  similar  to  this, 
when  the  President  of  the  United  States  had 
been  here,  directing  that  the  hospitalities  of 
the  city  be  extended  to  him,  and  he  had  come 
here  and  gone  away,  and  there  appeared  to  be 
an  error  in  the  vote  as  passed,  and  the  city  au- 
ditor came  in  here  and  asked  us  to  pass  the  vote 
over  again,  is  there  any  man  here  who  would 
stultify  himself  by  taking  advantage  of  a 
clerical  error  and  refuse  to  pay  the  bill? 
That  would  be  particularly  the  case  where 
the  Parker  House  or  any  one  else  should 
advance  money  on  the  part  of  the  city, 
supposing  that  the  order  was  all  right. 
At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council  we  directed 
exactly  this  thing  to  be  done.  The  order  comes 
back  after  it  is  all  over,  with  the  statement  that 
there  was  a  clerical  informality  in  the  way  in 
which  we  passed  the  order.  I  say  that  good 
faith  and  decency  would  require  us  to  pass  this 
order  this  evening,  even  if  it  entailed  great  ex- 
pense, and,  in  point  of  fact,  there  isn't  to  be  an 
expense  of  one  dollar,  as  I  understand,  to  the  in- 
cidental fund.  Therefore,  as  I  say,  ]  cannot  see 
why  gentlemen  should  refuse  to  do  a  graceful 
and  honorable  thing  in  correcting  an  error,  par- 
ticularly when  there  is  no  money  involved.  I 
would  be  almost  surprised  that  any  gentleman 
should  take  that  ground,  except  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  10,  because  a  man  who  parades  his 
virtue  here  by  staying  in  when  other  people  go 
oul  to  lunch  occupies  a  sublime  height  of  public 
spirit  which  no  others  are  expected  to  attain  to. 
But  I  am  sorry  that  our  friend  from  Ward  9 
should  so  far  misunderstand  the  case  as  to  de- 
sire to  travel  in  the  same  company. 

Mr.  McNary — I  desire  to  make  one  remark, 
and  that  is  in  correction  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9.  The  Hon.  William  O'Brien  does  occupy 
an  official  position.  He  has  been  a  member 
of  the  British  Parliament  from  the  district 
of  Mallow,  and  has  just  been  elected  to  the 
present  Parliament  from  North  Cork.  He  has 
been  a  distinguished  member  of  the  British  Par- 
liament :  and  if  that  is  the  position  of  the  gen- 
tleman, I  think  he  can  afford  to  retreat  from  it. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  de- 
clared passed. 

Mr.  McNary— I  move  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  doubt  the  vote  and  ask  for  a  veri- 
fication by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Whitmore— 1  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
doubt  came  too  late,  Mr.  McNary's  motion  hav- 
ing intervened. 

The  President— The  point  is  not  well  taken. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  the  order 
was  passed  in  concurrence ;  yeas  56,  nays  4. 

Yeas  —  Atwood,  Barry,  Bowman,  Carroll,  Car- 
stensen,  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Cochran,  Coleman, 
Connolly,  Coyle,  Davern.  Desmond,  Dolan,  Dug- 

fan,  Fisher,  Foss,  Fottler,  Fowler,  J.  Gallagher, 
'.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Haggerty,  Harrington, 
Hayes,  Keliher,  Kelley,  Lattimore.  Lauten, 
Leary,  Light,  Mahoney,  McEnaney,  McKenna, 
McNary,  J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Norton, 
Nunan,  O'Mealey,  Perkins,  Reilly, '  Richards, 
Sanger,  Shaw,  Short,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H. 
Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan.  Sundberg,  Teevens, 
Tuttle,  Webster,  Whitmore  Wilson— 56. 

Nays— Blume.  Ladd.  F.  Morison,  F.  R.  Morri- 
son—4. 

Absent  or  not  voting  —  Burr,  Dewey,  Dunn, 
Frost,  Kennedy,  J.  Murphy.  Perry.  C.  C".  Powers, 
E.  J.  Powers,  Thayer,  Tracy,  Whail,— 12. 

Mr.  McNary  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN— RB- 
SUMED. 

Mr.  Ladd  moved  to  take  up  Nos.  11, 12,  13  and 
14  together. 

The  cierk  said  No.  13  had  been  withdrawn 
by  the  city  clerk  on  account  of  a  motion  to  re- 
consider (it  being  the  report  and  order  for  a  loan 
for  new  bridge  to  Cambridge). 

It  was  voted  to  take  up  Nos.  11,  12  and  14  to- 
gether, viz. : 

11.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  and  order 
for  a  loan  of  $400,000,  the  certificates  to  be  de- 
nominated "Public  Park  Loan,"  and  to  be 
coupon  bonds  of  $1000  each,  payable  in  gold,  in 
30  years,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  3V2  per 
cent  per  annum,  payable  semi-annually. 

12.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  and  order 


for  a  transfer  of  $1987  16-100  from  the  reserved 
fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Roxbury  Canal 
Improvement. 

14.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  and  order 
for  a  loan  not  exceeding  $3,000,000,  in  anticipa- 
tion of  the  taxes  of  the  current  year,  all  sums 
borrowed  to  be  made  payable  from  the  moneys 
collected  for  said  taxes,  and  interest  to  cease 
thereon  on  the  day  any  money  so  borrowed  is 
payable. 

The  reports  were  severally  accepted,  the  orders 
were  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 
moved  by  Mr.  Ladd.  and  passed  in  concurrence, 
yeas  55,  nays  0. 

Yeas— Atwood,  Barry,  Blume,  Bowman.  Car- 
roll. Carstensen,  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Cochran, 
Coleman,  Connolly,  Coyle,  Davern,  Desmond, 
Duggan,  Fisher.  Foss,  Fottler,  Fowler,  P.  J. 
Gallagher.  Gomez,  Haggerty,  Harrington, Hayes, 
Keliher,  Kelley.  Kennedy,  Ladd,  Lattimore, 
Lauten,  Learv,  Light.  McEnanev,  McKenna, 
McNary,  F.  Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  J.  Mur- 
phy, W.  H.  Murphy,  Norton,  Nunan,  O'Mealey, 
Perkins,  Reilly.  Richards,  Sanger,  Shaw,  Short, 
Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan, 
Sundberg,  Teevens,  Tuttle,  Webster,  Whitmore, 
Wilson— 58. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Burr,  Dewey.  Dolan, 
Dunn,  Frost,  J.  Gallagher,  Mahoney,  J.  Murphy, 
Perry,  C.  C.  Powers,  E.  J.  Powers,  Thayer,  Tracy, 
Wliall— 14. 

Mr.  Foss  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

ENTERTAINMENT  OF  MR.   POWDERLY. 

Early  in  the  session  Mr.  Short  offered  an  order 
— That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  ex- 
tend to  Terrance  V.  Powderly,  general  master 
workman  of  the  Knights  of  Labor,  the  hospi- 
talities of  the  city  on  the  occasion  of  his  visit  to 
Boston  on  June  11. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  some  explanation  of 
that  order  before  it  is  passed.  It  seems  to  me  we 
have  had  about  entertainments  enough  to  be 
paid  for  by  the  city  of  Boston,  and  that  it  is 
about  time  the  taxpayers  had  semething  to  say 
about  this  matter.  I  move  to  specially  assign 
the  order  to  half-past  8  o'clock  this  evening. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  carried.  Later  in 
the  session  the  order  was  called  up  by  Mr.  Short, 
and  the  question  was  on  ordering  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  understand  that  this  order  will 
take  its  second  reading  at  the  next  meeting 
without  a  suspension  of  the  rule — that  it  will 
require  a  suspension  of  the  rule  to  take  its 
second  reading  at  this  meeting? 

The  President— To  pass  the  order  will  not 
require  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  Ladd — It  seems  to  me  that  we  have  come 
to  the  time  now  when  we  should  call  a  halt  in 
this  matter  of  entertaining  people  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  taxpayers  of  the  city  of  Boston. 
Here  is  a  gentleman  who  is  entirely  without  of- 
ficial position  that  the  city  of  Boston  or  any 
other  municipal  corporation  is  under  any  obli- 
gation to  recognize,  or  that  the  State  or  nation 
is  under  any  obligation  to  recognize.  Why, 
then,  should  we  embroil  the  city  of  Boston  in 
every  controversy,  and  ask  the  city  of  Boston  to 
commit  itself  in  one  way  or  the  other  in  all 
these  struggles  and  contests?  And,  moreover, 
why  should  we  be  asked  to  do  it  at  the  expense 
of  the  taxpayers  of  the  city  of  Boston?  Is  it  pos- 
sible that  gentlemen  will  not  understand  that  if 
they  carry  things  with  this  high  hand  and  at 
such  an  extreme  as  this,  the  time  is  coining 
when  they  will  not  have  the  power  to  handle  in 
this  reckless  and  careless  manner  the  money  of 
the  taxpayers  of  the  city  of  Boston.  I  warn 
them  that  the  time  is  coming,  and  coming 
quickly,  unless  they  reform  their  methods,  when 
they  will  not  have  the  handling  of  the  money  of 
the  taxpayers  of  the  city  of  Boston.  The  people 
will  submit  to  considerable,  but  they  will  not 
long  submit  to  such  extremes  as  we  are  being 
carried  to  in  this  matter  of  entertaining  people 
at  the  expense  of  the  taxpayers  of  the  city  of 
Boston.  Will  not  gentlemen  learn  some- 
thing by  experience?  Will  they  not  learn, 
when  they  have  power,  to  use  it  with 
discretion  and  not  to  use  it  with  such 
a  lavish  hand  that  the  power  is  sure  to  be  taken 
from  them?  I  hope  they  will  pause  and  con- 
sider before  they  rush  on  hi  this  headlong  man- 
ner of  spending  money  that  is  not  theirs  and 
never  was— spending  money  that  is  not  properly 
represented  on  the  floor  of  this  chamber  or  in 
either  branch  of  this  city  government ;  spend- 
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ing  the  money  of  those  who  have  no  chance  to 
defend  their  interests  properly  here.  Do  gen- 
tlemen expect  that  that  is  going  to  he  continued 
forever?  I  say  it  will  not.  If  they  wish  to  continue 
to  enjoy  their  privileges,  they  must  use  them 
with  discretion  and  not  with  utter  and  absolute 
profligacy  such  as  has  been  carried  on  here  in 
the  city  of  Boston  in  the  past,  and  at  no  time 
greater  than  now.  I  have  been  here  two  years, 
and  it  seems  as  if  the  members  of  the  City 
Council  and  those  having  charge  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  Boston  are  perfectly  carried  away 
with  this  mania  at  the  present  time.  Nothing 
like  it  has  been  heard  of  since  I  have  been  a 
member  here.  We  are  met  on  the  one  hand  by 
the  limit  of  taxation  and  by  the  debt  limit  upon 
the  other ;  and  still  there  does  not  seem  to  be  any 
inclination  to  economize  or  to  use  the  money  of 
the  taxpayers  as  it  should  be  used.  I  hope  that 
gentlemen  will  hesitate  before  they  undertake 
to  go  further  in  this  reckless  manner  of  enter- 
taining visitors  to  our  city. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  hope  the  Council  will  ex- 
cuse me  if  I  reply  slightly  to  one  or  two  argu- 
ments of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10.  1  hope 
to  be  excused,  because  I  know  it  is  a  waste  of 
time.  But,  occasionally,  when  the  gentleman 
wanders  off  into  broad  considerations,  one  must 
follow  him  a  little.  I  would  remind  him  when 
he  threatens  us  that  the  time  is  coming  when 
we  shall  not  be  able  to  spend  anything  at  all, 
that  if  we  have  no  powers  at  all  now,  it  is  be- 
cause the  gentleman  and  his  political  friends 
meant  to  put  the  representatives  of  the  city  of 
Boston  in  this  disgraceful  position — 

Mr.  Sanger— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  is  not  in  his  seat 

The  President  —  The  Chair  has  given  the 
gentleman  permission  to  occupy  that  seat,  he 
having  a  bad  cold. 

Mr.  Whitmore— By  the  kind  permission  of 
the  president  I  am  allowed  to  speak  from  this 
place.  The  gentleman  has  reminded  us  that 
the  time  has  come  when  we  cannot  spend  any 
money.  I  think  he  will  remember,  as  the  old 
adage  says,  that  Satan  always  finds  some  work 
for  idle  hands  to  do.  The  City  Council  has  been 
tied  up  by  the  arbitrary  vote  of  the  Legislature 
and  deprived  of  all  legal  and  customary  methods 
of  attending  to  public  duties,  and  about  the  only 
thing  that  is  left  to  the  members  of  the  City 
Council  of  Boston  is  the  privilege  of  extending 
the  hospitalities  of  the  city  to  distinguished 
strangers.  Now,  Mr.  President,  is  it  at  all  sur- 
prising that  when  we  cannot  do  anything  else, 
we  can  at  least  turn  aside  and  offer  a  cracker 
and  a  bit  of  cheese  to  any  gentlemen  who  hap- 
pens to  come  to  the  city,  and  say  we  are  happy 
to  see  him  with  us.  If  we  had  more  to  do  we 
would  not  waste  time  in  trifles.  If  that  is  ail 
we  can  do  I  think  we  may  be  forgiven  if  we  do 
it.  Again,  I  must  remind  members  of  the  Council 
that  this  Ward  10  eloquence  is  wasted,  because, 
as  I  have  often  told  the  gentlemen  of  the  Coun- 
cil, they  do  not  listen  to  the  terms  of  an  order 
when  they  rise  to  speak  upon  it.  This  order  sim- 
ply requests  the  mayor  to  spend  the  money  to 
entertain  Mr.  Powderly  out  of  his  own  appropri- 
ation. I  would  cheerfully  vote  for  such  an  or- 
der. I  would  vote  for  an  order  for  ex-Mayor 
Pierce  to  entertain  anybody,  or  I  would  vote  for 
an  order  requesting  any  other  wealthy  citizen 
of  Boston  to  extend  these  hospitalities  which, 
if  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  had  his  way,  we 
could  not  offer  or  ask  anybody  to  offer.  I  think 
I  am  not  doing  anything  wrong  to  that  mythical 
person  whom  the  gentleman  represents,  the  tax- 
payer of  Boston,  when  I  say  that,  having  given 
The  mayor  of  Boston  a  certain  sum  of  money  to 
he  expeeded  according  to  his  judgment,  any 
gentleman  in  this  Council  can  with  a  clear  con- 
science vote,  if  he  sees  fit,  to  request  the  mayor 
to  spend  a  portion  of  that  money  in  entertaining 
Mr.  Powderly.  I  have  no  doubt  that  other  gen- 
tlemen of  the  same  political  persuasion— the 
gentlemen  generally  called  reformers,  if  I  put 
them  at  the  exact  standard— would  see  no  harm 
if  a  Republican  mayor  was  in  charge,  and  Mr. 
Blaine  was  in  the  State,  of  passing  a  vote  for  the 
mayor  to  extend  the  customary  civilities  to 
him.  Whatever  may  be  the  opinion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  10  and  other  gentlemen  there 
are  men  who  think  that  Mr.  Powderly  is  as 
great  a  man  as  Mr.  Blaine  is. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  believe,  Mr.  President,  that  Mr. 
Blaine  has  been  in  the  city  of  Boston  many 
times,  and  I  never  yet  have  heard  that  the  tax- 
payers of  Boston  were  called  upon  to  entertain 


him  and  put  their  hands  in  their  pockets  for 
that  purpose.  I  am  frank  to  say  that  if  there 
were  such  an  order  introduced  here  while  I  am 
a  member,  that  Mr.  Blaine  be  entertained 
simply  because  he  was  passing  through 
the  city  of  Boston,  I  should  vote  against 
it,  he  holding  no  official  position,  and 
being  merely  a  distinguished  citizen.  I 
should  feel  in  duty  bound  to  vote  against  such 
an  order,  and  should  do  so,  and  believe  I  would 
be  justified  in  doing  so.  Now,  Mr.  President,  I 
wish  to  raise  a  point  of  order  at  this  time.  I  am 
obliged  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  for 
stating  the  fact  that  this  order  is  entirely  out  of 
order.  It  is  not  necessary  that  we  should  pass 
an  order  here  to  enable  the  mayor  to  spend  the 
money  to  entertain  this  person  if  he  desires  to 
do  so,  therefore  I  wish  to  raise  the  point  of  order 
that  it  is  not  necessary  to  pass  this  order 
here. 

Mr.  Whitmore— If  the  Chair  will  allow  me  to 
make  a  suggestion  m  regard  to  the  point  of  or- 
der, I  do  not  see  how  there  can  be  a  point  of 
order  raised  against  the  Council  expressing 
their  wishes  if  they  want  to  do  so.  Again,  I  am 
very  glad  to  have  called  the  -entleinan  from 
Ward  10  to  his  feet  for  the  second  time,  and  am 
glad  to  see  him  put  on  record  that  he  would  not 
vote  to  entertain  James  G.  Blaine.  I  had  doubts 
in  my  mind  whether  he  was  a  good  solid  Mug- 
wump or  not,  but  I  now  recognize  the  variety. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  am  glad  to  hear  the  gentleman 
give  me  credit  for  being  an  honest  man. 

Mr.  Sanger— I  quite  agree  with  what  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  10  has  said,  that  the  mayor 
is  the  person  to  extend  the  freedom  of  the  city 
to  Mr.  Powderly  in  his  approaching  visit  to  Bos- 
ton, and  I  do  not  think  it  is  right  and  proper 
that  the  City  Council  should  be  put  upon  record 
in  this  matter  one  way  or  the  other.  The  order 
is  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  22,  whom 
we  know  is  the  representative  of  a  certain  or- 
ganization in  this  country.  In  offering  this 
order  and  asking  the  Council  to  pass  this  vote 
to  request  the  mayor  to  do  a  thing,  which  he 
has  the  power  and  authority  to  do,  he  is  asking 
us  to  recognize  an  organization  in  this  country 
which  I  think  it  is  far  from  our  duty  here,  and 
from  our  oaths  which  we  took  when  we 
became  common  councilmen  to  recognize. 
I  say,  Mr.  President,  that  if  the  represen- 
tative of  a  rival  organization  should  be  the  per- 
son in  question  here,  instead  of  Mr.  Powderly.  I 
should  most  certainly  vote  against  any  such 
order.  I  have  too  good  an  opinion  of  Mr.  Pow- 
derly to  believe  that  he,  in  his  modest  and  un- 
assuming, but  still  forcible,  administration  of 
the  duties  of  his  office,  would  wish  the  city 
government  of  Boston  to  be  put  on  record  in  this 
manner.  I  believe  that  if  he  came  to  Boston  he 
would  behave  in  the  same  becoming,  dignified 
manner  that  the  Hon.  William  O'Brien  did. 
But  I  simply  protest  against  the  introduction 
of  any  such  order  into  this  body. 

Mr.  Lattimore — Before  voting  for  or  against 
this  order  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman  who 
offered  it  if  he  will  be  kind  enough  to  give  us 
some  information  as  to  why  he  submitted  such 
an  obnoxious  order.  I  will  give  way  until  the 
gentleman  replies. 

The  President— The  question  is  upon  giving 
the  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Mr.  President. 

Mr.  Lattimore— I  understand  the  gentleman 
desires  to  give  the  information. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
gentleman  took  his  seat,  and  then  I  rose  and 
addressed  the  Chair. 

The  President — Mr,  Whitmore  of  Ward  12. 

Mr.  Lattimore— I  will  give  way. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  merely  rise  to  suggest  that 
whereas  it  is  the  custom  to  move  that  certain 
votes  he  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  relieving  certain  gentlemen  who  may 
think  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  22  intro- 
duced this  order  for  his  own  glory— which  I 
know  to  be  totally  false— I  will  move  to  suspend 
the  rule  allowing  one  fifth  of  the  members  to 
order  the  yeas  and  nays.  I  do  this,  not  because 
I  have  any  fears  that  a  standing  vote  will  fail 
to  carry  this  order,  but  in  order  to  relieve  gen- 
tlemen who  do  not  wish  to  go  on  record,— who 
are  certainly  not  on  the  Democratic  side  of  the 
house.  I  move  to  suspend  the  rule  by  wjiich  the 
yeas  and  nays  can  be  ordered,  and  that  when 
the  question  is  taken  it  be  by  a  rising  vote. 

Mr.  Lattimore— I  desire  to  say  that  I  am  not 
afraid  to  place  myself  upon  record  on  any  mat- 
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ter  that  may  come  before  this  Council.  I  de- 
sire to  treat'all  gentlemen,  especially  all  mem- 
bers of  this  Council,  with  that  courtesy  which 
their  positions  demand;  and  I  am  surprised  at 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12.  If  any  gentleman 
here  had  made  so  simple  a  request  of  me,  if 
I  had  offered  such  an  order,  I  certainly 
would  have  granted  the  request.  I  believe 
my  friend  from  Ward  22  would  have  given 
the  information,  but  prior  to  his  having  an 
opportunity'  to  do  so,  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  raised  the  point  of  order  on  me ;  and  in 
raising  that  point  of  order  he  has  certainly 
shown  that  he  does  not  desire  to  be  placed  upon 
record.  I  am  sorry  for  that.  I  am  perfectly 
willing  to  extend  the  hospitalities  of  the  city  of 
Boston  to  any  gentleman  coming  from  abroad. 
But,  sir,  I  think  it  is  no  more  than  right  and 
proper  and  just,  when  a  gentleman  presents  an 
order  of  this  kind,  any  member  of  this  Council 
desiring  information,  it  is  no  more  than  right 
and  just  that  the  gentleman  offering  the  order 
should  impart  that  information.  I  believe  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  22  will  be  only  too  glad 
to  impart  any  information,  especially  when  he 
thinks  it  might  possibly  get  a  vote.  I  do  not  de- 
sire to  take  advantage  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  22,  and  I  hope  he  will  give  me  the  desired 
information.  I  think  it  is  no  more  than  right 
when  a  matter  of  importance  comes  before  this 
body,  especially  when  the  expenditure  of  money 
is  involved,  that  we  ought  to  be  given  informa- 
tion concerning  such  an  order,  when  we  request 
it.  I  think  that  this  is  the  first  time  I  have  at- 
tempted to  speak  on  any  matter  of  great  impor- 
tance, especially  involving  the  expenditure  of 
money,  since  I  have  been  here.  But  when  I  see 
matters  of  apparently  gigantic  importance  at- 
tempted to  be  rushed  through  this  Council  by 
certain  members  raising  points  of  order,  simply 
because  they  are  in  the  majority,  I  think  the 
time  has  ccme  when,  in  justice  to  myself  and 
to  the  people  whom  I  have  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent, I  should  oppose  the  measure,  especial- 
ly when  I  do  not  get  the  information  I  desire  and 
for  which  I  have  made  formal  request.  We 
have  extended  hospitalities  to  distinguished 
visitors  time  and  time  again. 

A  voice— We ! 

Mr.  Lattimore — Yes,  we,  1  am  satisfied  that 
these  gentlemen  are  really  ashamed  of  the  lav- 
ish entertainment  that  was  extended  to  the 
queen.  I  am  myself,  and  I  think  it  is  no  more 
than  right  that  we  should  have  the  information 
desired,  especially  when  the  expenditure  of 
money  is  at  stake.  I  do  not  desire  to  prolong  the 
discussion.  I  am  waiting  for  the  gentleman.  I 
hope  that  no  gentleman  will  raise  another  point 
of  order  on  me  until  I  get  the  information  from 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  22. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  rise  to  a  question  of  priv- 
ilege, and,  at  the  same  time,  a  question  of  infor- 
mation. As  one  of  the  committee  on  the 
Queen  Kapiolani  reception,  and  also  as  one  of  the 
executive  committee  on  that  reception,  I  wish 
to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  when  he  said 
that  certain  moneys  are  said  to  have  been  ex- 
pended on  that  reception,  whether  he  meant 
that  moneys  stated  in  the  items  were  not  ex- 
pended, and  if  he  means  by  that  that  the  com- 
mittee have  not  spent  exactly  the  amounts 
Stated  in  the  columns  of  the  different  papers, 
Or,  I  would  ask  if  he  means  that  the  committee 
have  been  derelict  in  their  duty,  and  have  been 
unjust  to  the  taxpayers  of  the  city  of  Boston, 
and  have  also  been,  not  to  say  disrespectful  to 
this  Council,  but  have  done  things  that  would 
bring  dishonor  on  them  in  their  action.  I  will 
say  that  the  executive  committee,  or  the 
general  committee  on  that  reception,  if  anv 
charges  of  that  kind  are  made,  are  able  to  sub- 
stantiate all  items  which  have  been  placed  on 
record  there  in  the  city  messenger's  office. 

Mr.  Gomez— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  am  sorry  the  gentleman 
interrupted  me,  because  I  was  defending  myself, 
together  with  the  other  gentlemen  on  the  com- 
mittee. I  considered  that  I  was  the  only  execu- 
tive committee  man  here,  and  I  desired  to  de- 
fend that  committee  and  also  the  general  com- 
mittee on  the  Kapiolani  reception.  I  hope  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  9  will  either  give  a  rea- 
son for  his  statement  or  deny  the  inference  that 
he  has  thrown  out,  that  the  committee  have 
done  anything  improper  with  the  money  spent 
on  that  reception. 

Mr.  Perkins— There  seems  to  be  some  anxiety 
on  the  part  of  some  of  the  members  that  the 


mayor  will  not  spend  every  dollar  of  his  con- 
tingent fund  for  the  entertainment  of  distin- 
guished guests.  There  seems  to  be  so  i  e  anxiety 
lest  there  shall  be  a  dollar  left  in  the  treasury.  I 
don't  think  it  would  do  any  harm  if  we  saved  a 
dollar,  or  several  dollars,  or  had  a  good  many  dol- 
lars left.  We  can  find  uses  enough  for  it,  and  it 
is  not  necessary  that  that  amount  shall  be  spent 
every  year.  It  can  be  carried  over  to  the  next 
year,  and  so  on.  I  don't  see  any  reason  myself 
why  Mr.  Powderly  should  be  entertained  at  the 
city's  expense.  As  was  said  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  10  we  have  already  opened  the 
door  wide,  and  we  are  going  on  to  open 
it  still  wider.  Now,  if  we  entertain  Mr.  Pow- 
derly. there  will  be  lots  of  people  who  have 
friends  who  will  want  to  come  in  to  be  enter- 
tained at  the  city's  expense.  I  don't  believe  it 
is  a  good  policy.  The  name  of  Mr.  Blaine  has 
been  introduced.  I  am  a  friend  and  admirer  of 
Blaine,  and  yet  if  an  order  was  introduced  to 
give  any  entertainment  of  this  same  nature  to 
Mr.  Blaine  I  should  vote  against  it.  Further- 
more, I  don't  believe  he  would  accept  the  hospi- 
talities of  the  city  as  a  visitor.  But  if  somebody 
came  up  to  me  and  asked  me  to  give  $10  or  $20 
for  such  a  reception  I  would  do  it  cheerfully, 
and  I  would  do  it  cheerfully  in  the  case  of  a 
great  many  other  men  in  this  country.  But 
where  it  comes  to  paying  out  of  the  public 
treasury  for  the  entertainment  of  guests,  I  am 
opposed  to  it,  except  in  the  case  of  those  who 
are  officials.  I  don't  understand  that  Mr.  Pow- 
derly holds  any  official  position  except  the  po- 
sition in  that  order,  which  is  not  an  official 
position,  and  I  look  upon  it  as  a  grave 
and  doubtful  piece  of  business  to  spend 
money  in  this  way,  and  I  cannot  see  what  some 
gentlemen  here  are  driving  at.  We  need  every 
dollar  we  have  and  a  great  deal  more  to  pay 
men  on  the  streets  and  in  various  departments. 
All  the  various  departments  are  suffering  for 
money.  There  has  been  some  money  paid  out 
in  various  ways,  extravagantly,  and  I  might  say 
foolishly,  which  would  keep  a  number  of  men 
at  work  on  the  streets  for  the  whole  year. 
Many  of  us  know  how  much  we  need  that 
extra  work  in  our  streets  and  various  depart- 
ments. I  say  the  time  has  come  to  cry  a  halt, 
and  I  shall  vote  against  entertaining  any  men 
except  high  officials,  such  as  mayors  of  cities  or 
something  of  the  kind.  I  would  believe  in  a 
proper  recognition  of  these  men.  but  when  you 
come  to  lay  out  thousands  of  dollars  in  addition 
to  what  we  have  already  laid  out  for  the 
entertainment  of  distinguished  visitors,  this 
year,  I  think  it  is  foolish.  I  think  the 
taxpayers  will  rise  up  in  their  might 
and  want  to  know  what  this  is  all  about,  and 
something  must  be  done  to  prevent  it,  if  you 
are  going  on  at  this  rate.  I  think  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  10  has  given  some  gentlemen 
here  a  fair  note  of  warning,  and  I  think  they 
would  be  wise  to  heed  it. 

Mr.  McNary— I  certainly  cannot  speak  in  re- 
gard to  money  being  spent  properly  or  other- 
wise m  some  receptions  lately.  But  it  was 
certainly  spent  extravagantly.  At  the  same 
time  we  should  favor  the  order  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  22  as  a  matter  of  courtesy.  I 
think  everyone  will  acknowledge  that  it  is  in 
proper  form.  It  is  simply  a  request,  and  it  is  left 
to  the  discretion  of  the  mayor  whether  he  will 
provide  such  entertainment  or  not.  It  has  been 
the  custom  for  years  past  to  vote  a  certain  sum 
to  the  mayor,  and  to  expend  just  so  much 
money.  If  it  is  too  much,  and  you  do  not  wish 
to  spend  it,  wipe  it  out  altogether.  Why  does 
the  gentleman  vote  for  it  at  all?  I  am  very 
glad  to  have  members  on  the  Republican 
side  come  around  to  my  views  on  the  subject  of 
streets.  The  vote,  when  that  question  has  been 
brought  up  before,  has  stood  almost  solidly  Dem- 
ocratic, there  being  but  two  or  three  Republican 
votes.  Now  I  am  glad  that  the  gentleman  has 
come  around  and  acknowledgect  the  require- 
ment and  necessities  in  that  direction.  There 
will  be  no  additional  expenditure  on  our  own 
part  in  this  case,  but  it  will  come  out  of  the 
mayor's  appropriation.  He  certainly  has  a  right 
to  spend  that  money,  and  he  can  do  as  he  sees 
proper  in  this  matter.  I  for  one  have  certainly 
stood  as  much  in  the  position  of  defending 
the  tax-payers  as  anyone  in  the  past,  and  I 
am  willing  to  do  it  in  the  future.  I  think  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  22  has  shown  remarkable 
good  sense  in  drawing  up  the  order  in  the  shape 
he  has,  and  I  hope,  for  one,  that  those  who  will 
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not  vote  for  the  passage  of  the  order  will  he  but 
a  small  minority. 

Mr.  Short— Mr.  President,  I  will  endeavor  to 
the  best  of  my  ability  to  state  the  reasons,  if  any 
are  necessary,  why  I  presented  this  order.  To 
speak  candidly,  I  do  not  consider  that  there  is 
any  reason  necessary  to  be  given  so  far  as  my 
action  in  presenting  the  order  is  concerned.  I 
presume  to  exercise  the  same  privilege  as  is  ac- 
corded to  any  other  member  of  this  body,  and 
that  is  to  introduce  an  order  in  proper  form  and 
proper  manner  in  case  I  see  fit  to  do  so.  Of 
course,  I  quite  naturally  expected  when  I  should 
introduce  this  order  that  there  would  be  opposi- 
tion to  it.  We  understand  very  clearly  and 
distinctly  that  there  is  a  difference  between 
black  and  white,  and  that  there  is  just  as  per- 
ceptible a  difference  between  the  Knights  of 
Labor  and  the  Knights  of  leisure.  That  opposi- 
tion was  to  be  expected ;  not  because  the  order 
was  not  in  proper  form,  nor  because  it  was  not 
properly  presented ;  but  because  quite  naturally 
it  was  to  entertain  or  to  offer  the  hospitalities  of 
the  city  to  a  man  who  on  principle  opposes  the 
idea  of  one  class  of  people  earning  their  bread 
bv  the  sweat  of  other  people's  brows.  1  would 
like  to  state  that  if  there  is  a  technical  point 
which  is  the  cause  of  any  opposition  so  far  as 
voting  for  this  order  is  concerned,  that  Mr. 
Powderly  held  the  honorable  position  of  mayor 
of  Scranton  for  three  or  four  successive  terms, 
and  no  man  who  has  held  a  similar  position 
in  any  city  of  the  country  has  left  a  more  hon- 
orable record  behind  him.  I  offer  this  order 
because,  as  a  member  of  this  body,  I  was  glad  of 
the  opportunity  to  make  or,  at  least,  to  attempt 
to  offer  to  the  head  of  this  organization,  repre- 
senting fifteen  or  sixteen  hundred  thousand 
people,  every  courtesy  that  it  was  within  the 
gift"  of  the  city  to  give.  Mr.  Powderly  will, 
perhaps,  be  entertained  as  well  as  any  other 
visitor  who  has  ever  visited  this  city  in 
any  capacity.  He  comes  here  in  the  same 
capacity  in  which  he  goes  elsewhere,  to  work 
for  the  welfare  and  interest  of  his  fellow- 
workmen.  Now  I  expect  also  that  remarks 
will  be  made  and  perhaps  published  that  this 
order  was  introduced  for  buncombe,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  making  political  capital  and  for  the 
various  other  reasons.  I  would  state  distinctly 
to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  that  this  order 
was  offered  with  the  same  spirit  and  the  same 
determination  that  every  other  order  I  offer 
here  will  be  given,  and  everything  I  see  fit  to 
do,  because  I  tb  ink  it  is  right.  My  actions  will 
be  guided  according  to  the  dictates  of  my  con- 
science, and  the  warning  given  out  so  boldly 
may  possibly  reflect  upon  the  shoulders  of  some- 
body else.  Whether  or  not  I  come  back  here  or 
somebody  else  comes  in  my  place  makes  no  dif- 
ference to  me  if  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  know- 
ing that  as  far  as  I  knew  how  I  have  done  my 
duty.  I  say  I  am  proud  of  this  opportunity  to  be 
a  participant  in  any  action  that  would  do  Ter- 
rance  V.  Powderly  an  honor,  and  I  ask,  as  I 
always  ask,  the  members  of  this  body  to  vote 
according  to  their  best  judgment.  In  doing  acts 
of  this  kind  I  expect  opposition ;  I  am  accus- 
tomed to  it.  I  have  had  opposition,  and  I  ex- 
pect it  while  acting  in  the  position  I  do,  but  I 
will  try  and  never  forget  myself  so  far  as  to  fail 
to  be  a  gentleman  in  my  bearing  toward  my 
fellow-members.  Orders  introduced  here  in 
proper  form  should  be  considered,  and  as  I  said 
before,  because  I  offer  anything  here  I  should 
not  be  a  target  for  abuse.  Whatever  the  conse- 
quence is  I  will  do  my  duty  as  I  see  it,  and 
whether  it  is  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  or 
his  colleague  on  my  left  makes  no  difference  to 
me ;  I  will  do  just  as  I  think  proper,  and  I  ask 
the  members  to  support  me  in  my  action. 

Mr.  Richards— I  believe  that  if  we  are  to  in- 
vite Mr.  Powderly  to  Boston,  there  is  another 
man  so  connected  with  the  history  of  the  past 
year,  that  the  same  hospitality  should  be  ac- 
corded to  him  as  is  accorded  to  Mr.  Powderly. 
If  the  gentleman  is  sincere  in  his  motion,  I  trust 
he  will  vote  for  the  amendment  which  I  now 
offer— that  Master  Capitalist  Mr.  Jay  Gould  of 
New  York  be  invited  to  Boston  at  the  same 
time,  to  partake  of  this  same  hospitality. 

The  President— The  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  11  is  not  in  order. 

The  order  was  declared  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  doubt  the  vote,  and  ask  that  it  be 
verified  by  yeas  and  nays.  I  do  that  because  of 
the  unfair  method,  as  it  seems  to  me,  of  making 


the  motion  that  the  rules  be  suspended  so  that 
the  question  shall  not  be  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays.  I  do  not  think  it  is  fair.  I  do  not  care  to 
be  put  off,  and  have  it  so  arranged  that  it  can- 
not be  found  out  who  is  going  to  vote  for  the  or- 
der or  against  it.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
at  this  early  stage  for  that  reason,  and  for  no 
other. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  am  sorry  that  my  humble 
attempt  at  conciliation  has  been  misunder- 
stood, and  I  will  offer  that  if  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  10  will  withdraw  his  motion  I  will 
withdraw  mine. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  will  do  so,  Mr.  President. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time,  and  ou  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Ladd  the  yeas  and  nays  were  order- 
ed on  the  passage.  The  order  was  passed :  yeas 
30,  nays  24: 

Yeas— Barry,  Carroll.  Chamberlain,  Cochran, 
Coleman,  Connelly,  Coyle,  Davern,  Desmond, 
Dolan.  Duggan.  Foss,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez, 
Haggerty,  Harrington,  Hayes,  Keliher,  Kelley, 
Kennedy,  Leary,  Mahoney,  McEnaney,  McKen- 
an.  McNary,  J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy, 
Nunan,  O'Mealey,  Reilly.  Short,  J.  H.  Sullivan, 
R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevens.  'Whitmore— 36. 

Nays— Atwood,  Blume,  Bowman,  Carstensen, 
Clark,  Fisher.  Fottler,  Fowler,  Ladd.  Lattimore, 
Lauten,  Light,  F.  Morison.  F.  R.  Morrison,  Nor- 
ton, Perkins,  Richards,  Sanger,  Shaw,  Snow,  E. 
Sullivan.  Tuttle,  Webster,  Wilson— 24. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Burr,  Dewey,  Dunn, 
Frost,  J.  Gallagher,  J.  Murphy,  Perry,  C.  C. 
Powers,  E.  J.  Powers.  Thayer,  Tracy,  Whall 
—12. 

Mr.  Short  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.  Sent  up. 

papers   from    the    board    of    aldermen- 
resumed. 
On  motion  of   Mr.  Whitmore  Nos.  15  and  16 
were  acted  on  together,  viz, : 

15.  Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Buildings, 
and  order  to  permit  George  M.  D.  &  W.  E.  Lege, 
lessees  of  cellar  No.  6,  south  side  of  Faneuil-hail 
Market,  to  construct  an  opening  in  the  side- 
walk in  front  of  their  premises,  and  to  excavate 
under  said  sidewalk. 

16.  Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Buildings, 
and  order  to  permit  Almon  S.  Morse,  lessee  of 
cellar  No.  14,  north  side  of  Faneuil-hall  Market, 
to  construct  an  opening  in  the  sidewalk  in  front 
of  his  premises. 

The  reports  were  accepted  and  the  orders 
passed  in  concurrence.  Mr.  R.  Sullivan  moved 
to  reconsider ;  lost. 

Marine  Park  Betterments. 

17.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims  (on  peti- 
tions of  Augustus  Russ  and  others,  Harriet  A. 
Lauten  and  Calvin  Swallow),  and  order  author- 
izing the  city  solicitor  to  consent  to  a  verdict  for 
an  amount  equal  to  10  per  cent  of  the  original 
assessment,  without  costs  and  without  interest, 
in  the  several  petitions  pending  in  court  for  re- 
duction of  assessments  for  betterments  from  the 
location  and  laying  out  of  the  Marine  Park. 

The  question  was  upon  the  acceptance  of  the 
report. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  that  the  matter  be 
assigned  to  the  next  meeting  at  half-past  8.  I 
doit  for  this  reason:  As  I  understand  it  now 
from  what  little  I  can  see  in  this  report,  it  is  a 
lecommendation  to  abandon  00  per  cent  of  all 
the  claims  for  betterments  on  account  of  laying 
out  the  Marine  Park.  Before  I  am  willing  to 
vote  for  a  thing  of  that  kind,  I  want  to  have  a 
very  sure  and  clear  explanation  from  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  and  from 
the  members  of  the  Committee  on  Parks,  and 
from  other  persons  interested  in  behalf  of  the 
city,  why  this  thing  should  be  done.  The  reason 
assigned  in  the  report  is  so  slight  and  seems  not 
in  the  slightest  degree  to  warrant  their  conclu- 
sion, that  I  desire  to  have  at  least  a  week's  time 
to  inquire  what  are  the  reasons  which  have  led 
to  this  report. 

Mr.  Blume— I  have  no  objection  to  the  assign- 
ment, but  after  the  lapse  of  one  week  or  more  I 
shall  be  in  no  better  position  to  explain  the  mat- 
ter than  I  am  tonight.  I  think  I  can  make  the 
matter  as  plain  tonight  as  I  can  at  any  time  in 
the  future.  In  the  nrst  place,  in  order  to  make 
the  matter  clear,  I  desire  to  allude  to  the  assess- 
ments for  betterments  on  account  of  the  laying 
out  of  West  Roxbury,  now  called  Franklin, 
Park.  You  are  all  well  aware  what  a  hue  and 
cry  was  sent  up  when  betterments  were  assessed 
upon  the  abutters  and  those  having  property  ad- 
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jacent  to  the  Franklin  Park.  Last  year  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims  gave  several  lengthy  hearings 
to  the  remonstrants  assessed  for  betterments 
on  the  Franklin  Park.  After  the  most  careful 
consideration  it  was  determined  that  there 
were  no  betterments  to  adjoining  property  on 
account  of  the  laying  out  of  Franklin  Part, 
and  in  order  to  bring  about  a  compromise  and 
avoid  further  litigation  on  the  part  of  those  who 
had  been  assessed  the  committee  determined  to 
remit  90  per  cent  of  the  betterments  levied  on 
account  of  that  park.  Of  course  it  was  felt  at 
that  time  that  that  was  setting  an  example  for 
the  future  for  the  abatement  of  other  better- 
ments. Accordingly,  as  we  looked  for,  those 
assessed  for  betterments  on  account  of  the  Ma- 
rine Park  came  before  the  Committee  on  Claims 
and  complained  very  bitterly  about  their  assess- 
ments, and  we  gave  them  a  hearing.  At  that 
hearing  it  appeared,  as  it  had  also  appeared  in 
the  hearings  in  regard  to  the  West  Roxbury 
Park,  that  there  were  no  betterments.  The 
people  over  in  South  Boston  came  with  one  ac- 
cord and  claimed  that  they  were  injured,  that 
they  could  not  sell  their  property  for  as  much  as 
it  would  bring  before  the  park  was  laid  out :  in 
other  words,  that  there  wrre  no  betterments,  but 
if  anything  the  park  was  an  injury  to  the  prop- 
erty. After  due  consideration  and  deliberation 
upon  the  matter,  and  hearing  the  objections  why 
and  wherefore  that  they  should  not  pay  better- 
ments, this  same  compromise  was  reached  on 
the  part  of  the  committee  and  the  objecting  par- 
ties, and  it  was  determined  to  recommend  the 
abatement  of  the  same  amount  that  had  been 
abated  in  West  Roxbury.  That  is,  that  the  city 
solicitor  should  have  a  right  to  settle  with  par- 
ties who  have  brought  suits  which  are  now 
pending  in  court,  and  that  he  might  settle  on 
receiving  10  per  cent  of  the  amount  that  had 
been  assessed.  That  is  the  recommendation  of 
the  committee.  I  would  say  right  here  that  if 
you  go  into  court  with  any  of  those  park  better- 
ment cases  you  never  will,  in  my  judgment,  get 
a  dollar.  There  is  no  betterment.  The  evidence 
is  conclusive  that  the  end  of  South  Boston  Point 
has  become  a  pandemonium  by  reason  of  locat- 
ing this  park  there ;  that  it  has  destroyed  the 
value  of  property  for  residential  purposes. 
There  are,  in  my  judgment,  some  instances 
where  a  few  hotels  have  reaped  a  substantial 
benefit,  and  I  understand  that  two  or  three  of 
those  places  have  paid  betterment — and  having 
paid  it,  there  is  no  way  by  which  they  can  re- 
cover it  back.  The  total  betterment  is  not  a 
very  large  amount.  I  think  that  about  one  third 
of  it  has  been  already  paid,  and  cannot  be  re- 
covered. The  largest  betterment  has  been  paid 
by  the  South  Boston  Railroad  Company,  who 
are  probably  the  parties  most  benefited,  not  on 
account  of  having  their  stables  located  in  that 
section,  but  because  they  reap  a  rich  harvest  in 
carrying  passengers  to  and  from  the  Marine 
Park,  f  his  is  the  only  explanation  which  can 
be  given  by  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
Council,  and  it  is  the  true  answer  to  any 
objection  to  this  recommendation  being  ac- 
cepted. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  gentleman  has  given  us 
information  which  the  report  of  the  committee 
did  not  contain,  and  which  was  conspicuously 
absent  from  the  report ;  because,  as  1  understand 
the  reading  of  the  report,  they  considered  the 
betterment  was  one  which  devolved  upon  the 
whole  city,  instead  of  the  inhabitants  over  there. 
Now  I  understand  the  gentleman  to  say,  that  in 
the  opinion  of  the  committee  collectively,  and 
of  himself  individually,  there  were  no  better- 
ments to  property  over  there.  That  is  a  very 
different  statement  from  the  report ;  although  I 
know  tnat  the  gentleman  takes  a  gloomy  view 
of  real  estate  upon  many  occasions,  I  still  think 
I  can  vote  in  favor  of  this  report  which  he  en- 
dorses and  recommends.  I  therefore  withdraw 
my  motion  to  assign,  understanding  that  we 
have  received  information  not  contained  in  the 
report,  and  understanding  that  the  gentleman 
states  as  his  conviction  that  there  are  no  better- 
ments that  ought  to  be  assessed  because  the 
park  was  not  a  betterment  to  the  estates.  I  take 
the  gentleman's  assurance,  "believing  that  he 
would  not  make  a  statement  without  having 
carefully  investigated  the  subject. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Blume  the  rule  was  suspend- 
ed and  the  order  was  read  a  second  time  and 
passed  in  concurrence.  Mr.  Blume  moved  to 
reconsider;  lost. 


PAVING  DEPARTMENT  WHARF— WEST  END  YARD. 

Mr.  Foss  offered  an  order— That  His  Honor 
the  Mayor  be  requested  to  select  a  suitable  site 
for  a  wharf  for  the  use  of  the  Paving  Depart- 
ment, West  End  yard. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Foss,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations. 

SUB-DIVISION  OF  CONTRACTS. 

Mr.  Sanger  called  up  past  assignment  No. 
21,  viz. : 

21.  Majority  report  of  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, no  further  action  necessary  on  the  order 
for  an  amendment  to  Chapter  17  of  the  Revised 
Ordinances  of  1885,  in  relation  to  sub-division  of 
contracts,  together  with  minority  report,  signed 
by  Mr.  Sanger,  recommending  the  passage  of  an 
ordinance  providing  that  certain  contracts  shall 
not  be  sub-divided.    (City  Doc.  74.) 

Mr.  Sanger— This  matter  has  been  on  our  cal- 
endar at  least  two  months,  and  I  am  tired  of 
seeing  it  there.  It  relates  to  a  change  in  the 
ordinance  whereby  subdivisions  of  contracts  are 
allowed  where  the  total  amount  involved  is 
$2000  or  over.  I  shall  not  make  any  extended 
remarks  myself,  but  in  moving  to  substitute  the 
minority  report  which  was  offered  by  me  for 
the  majority  report,  I  shall  leave  it  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  9,  who  introduced  the  order 
which  led  to  this  report,  and  who  is  much  bet- 
ter acquainted  with  the  merits  of  the  report 
offered  by  me  than  I  am.  I  will  only  ask  the 
members  of  the  Council  to  look  at  City  Docu- 
ment 74,  which  contains  the  majority  and  mi- 
nority reports  on  this  question.  You  all  know 
that  contracts  made  in  behalf  of  the  city,  where 
the  total  amount  is  $2000  or  over,  must  be  adver- 
tised in  order  that  the  city  shall  have  proper 
competition,  and  give  all  persons  in  that  line  of 
business  who  are  interested  in  contracts  a  fair 
and  reasonable  chance  to  do  the  city's  work.  In 
one  of  the  departments  a  custom  has  arisen 
during  the  past  year,  and  which  has  been  sanc- 
tioned by  the  legal  authority  of  the  city,  that 
where  the  total  expenditure  is  $2000  or  over, 
there  can  be  a  subdivision  and  still  not  be  a  vio- 
lation of  the  ordinance.  But  it  is,  and  we  all 
admit  it,  an  evasion  of  the  ordinance.  My  pur- 
pose in  introducing  this  ordinance,  recommend- 
ed in  the  minority  report,  was,  as  I  state  on  page 
3  of  the  report,  "with  a  desire  solely  that  the 
affairs  of  the  city  should  be  conducted  in  strict 
accord  with  the  intent  and  spirit  of  the  provi- 
sions of  the  new  charter,  by  which  the  officers 
and  boards  of  the  city  are  held  strictly  account- 
able to  the  mayor,  as  the  chief  executive  officer, 
— and  actuated  by  a  feeling  that  the  mayor 
should  be  strengthened  in  an  endeavor  to  secure 
'the  honest,  efficient,  and  economical  con- 
duct of  the  entire  executive  and  admin- 
istrative business  of  the  city,  and  the 
harmonious  and  concerted  action  of  the 
different  departments.'"  For  those  reasons 
alone  I  offered  the  minority  report.  It  has  been 
said,  and  perhaps  will  be  said  this  evening,  that 
it  is  well  for  the  city  in  some  of  its  departments 
to  have  what  might  be  called  favorite  con- 
tractors ;  that  is  to  say,  men  who  had  done  that 
work  for  the  city  in  years  past,  who  are  known 
to  do  it  well  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  heads  of 
departments  at  a  reasonable  cost.  But,  Mr. 
President,  that  idea  seems  to  be  entirely  wrong, 
I  do  not  believe  that  in  any  line  of  business 
there  is  any  firm,  or  that  there  are  any  two  firms 
who  alone  can  do  the  city's  business  properly. 
There  may  be  hundreds  of  firms  all  able  and 
equally  competent,  who  only  ask  for  and  who 
are  certainly  entitled  to  a  reasonable  competi- 
tion ;  and  if  their  prices  are  less  than  the  prices 
paid  to  the  present  contractors  in  the  depart- 
ment to  which  I  refer,  it  seems  to  me  that  these 
men  should  have  the  opportunity  of  doing  the 
city's  work.  I  refer  to  tnat  one  department,  be- 
cause the  abuse  of  the  ordinance  exists  in  that 
department  alone.  But  I  believe  that  other  de- 
partments, as  soon  as  it  is  generally  known  that 
the  sub-division  of  contracts  has  been  carried 
on,  will  in  a  short  time  adopt  a  method  of  sub- 
division of  contracts,  so  that  the  contractors 
seeking  work  from  the  city  shall  not  have  the 
advantage  of  a  proper  competition.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  move  that  the  minority  report  be  substi- 
tuted for  that  of  the  majority. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Of  course  I  trust  the  mo- 
tion will  not  prevail.  This  matter  comes 
with  the  endorsement  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances,  to  whom  the  matter 
was     referred,     that    no     further     action     is 


579 


COMMON     C  O.U  NCIL 


necessary.  That  is  the  report  of  a  majority 
of  the  committee,  and  I  equally  at  this  time 
I  must  say  my  recollection  is  that  Mr.  Sanger 
was  the  only  member  dissenting  from  that  re- 
port. But,  sir,  the  recommendation  of  the  com- 
mittee in  itself  ought  not  to  influence  this 
Council  unless  they  had  good  and  valid  reasons 
to  give  for  it.  The  fact  is  the  ordinance  was 
carefully  considered  and  an  attempt  made  to 
alter  it  now  would  be  a  step  in  the  wrong  direc- 
tion. The  substitute  which  you  are  asked  to 
pass  contains  this  provision : 

"When  the  total  estimated  amount  of  any  ex- 
penditure for  work,  labor,  materials  or  supplies 
to  be  done  or  furnished  under  contract  exceeds 
the  sum  of  §2000,  such  work,  labor,  material  or 
supplies  shall  not  be  subdivided  into  separate 
portions,  or  be  made  the  subject  of  separate  con- 
tracts, one  or  more  of  which  may  be  less  than 
$2000,  unless  the  approval  thereof  by  the  mayor, 
in  writing,  shall  have  first  been  obtained." 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  say  that  after  a  personal 
experience  in  the  department  which  has.  per- 
haps, as  much  to  do  with  this  matter  as  anv 
other  department,  and  that  is  the  Department 
of  Public  Buildings,  an  ordinance  of  this  kind 
would  be  entirely  contrary  to  the  public  wel- 
fare. It  is  not  a  fact  that  it  is  desirable  that 
things  should  be  bunched  together  in  order  to 
bring  them  up  to  the  §2000  limit.  It  is  not  a  fact 
in  regard  to  a  great  deal  of  work  to  be  done  that 
it  is  desirable  to  bring  it  all  into  one  contract 
for  the  purpose  of  thereby  having  a  public  com- 
petition, because  to  do  that  you  have  got  to  put 
things  together  that  do  not  belong  together.  If 
a  man  is  going  to  build  a  building  it  is  totally 
wrong  to  insist  than  one  man  shall  bid  for  the 
carpenter's  work,  the  steam  work,  the  plumb- 
ing, the  painting  and  everything  of  that  kind, 
for,  as  a  general  rule,  no  one  roan  is  in  a  posi- 
tion to  take  a  contract  of  that  kind  and  carry  it 
out  with  his  own  men.  He  has  got  to  subdivide 
his  contract.  It  is  a  great  deal  better  for  the 
city  of  Boston  to  go  directly  to  the  various 
artisans,  and  employ  them,  instead  of  giving 
the  whole  work  to  one  man,  whose  only  object 
is  to  make  the  most  money  he  can  by  screwing 
down  the  other  contractors  under  him.  Now, 
sir,  this  matter  has  been  considered  again  and 
again.  It  was  considered  last  year  by  the  City 
Council.  The  Commissioners  on  the  Revision 
of  the  Ordinances  put  in  a  provision  that  the 
limit  should  be  $1000.  Although  the  new  charter, 
that  most  wonderful  specimen  of  legislative  abil- 
ity.placed  the  limit  at  $2000,  the  commissioners 
reported  $1000  as  the  limit,  and  it  was  tried  for 
nearly  a  year.  The  City  Council  last  year 
turned  around  and  struck  out  that  $1000  limit, 
and  put  back  the  $2000  limit.  And  why?  It 
was  because  the  heads  of  departments,  after 
having  tried  the  matter,  said  that  $2000  was  the 
proper  and  best  limit,  if  they  were  to  have  any, 
Now  this  is  an  indirect  way  of  getting  back  to 
the  same  state  of  affairs.  They  say  that  when 
the  total  estimated  amount  exceeds  $2000— when 
that  is  the  amount,  putting  everything  to- 
gether,—you  must  put  it  into  one  contract,  and 
then  it  cannot  be  subdivided.  Of  course,  as  1 
said  before,  that  is  not  a  wise  and  prudent  way 
to  do  business  for  the  city.  It  is  useless  to  say 
it  shall  not  be  done  without  the  approval 
of  the  mayor,  because  the  plain  English  of 
it  is  that  the  Legislature  says  that  $2000 
is  the  limit,  and  above  that  you  must 
advertise.  Now,  sir,  if  the  head  of  any  depart- 
ment appointed  by  and  kept  in  office  by  the 
mayor,  who  is  called  upon  once  month  to  con- 
sult with  the  mayor,  chooses  to  make  a  subdi- 
vision of  a  contract,  he  is  doing  it  with  the 
knowledge  and  consent  of  the  mayor.  It  is  use- 
less to  put  in  this  substitute  and  suppose  that 
we  have  gained  anything  different  from  what 
we  have  now.  It  is  only  an  indirect  way  of  at- 
tacking the  heads  of  departments  when  nobody 
dares  to  go  before  the  mayor  and  put  a  definite 
charge  against  any  of  them  upon  the  complaint 
book  which  is  kept  in  that  office.  Now,  sir,  I 
honor  very  highly  the  feeling  of  personal  friend- 
ship which  has  prompted  the  gentleman,  Mr. 
Sanger,  to  present  the  minority  report.  He  does 
it,  and  I  presume  he  has  stated  it  to  you,  al- 
though I  did  not  have  the  pleasure  of  hearing 
his  speech,  that  he  did  it  in  order  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  9  might  have  an  opportunity 
to  advocate  the  measure.  I  do  not  think  the 
gentleman  differed  from  the  majority  of  the 
committee  in  the  opinion  that  the  thing  is  im- 
practicable, and  that  the  few  instances  brought 


up  before  the  committee  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  were  not  in  themselves  anything  which 
justified  a  change.  On  the  contrary,  the  very 
cases  brought  before  the  committee  showed  that 
the  superintendent  of  streets,  the  person  aimed 
at,  had  acted  in  the  very  best  manner  for  the 
public  interest.  There  was  no  case  brought  be- 
fore the  committee— that  I  undertake  to  state 
as  the  chairman  on  the  part  of  this  branch — to 
show  any  wrong  attempted  to  be  done  to  the 
city  by  the  head  of  any  department  under  the 
existing  ordinances.  The  call  for  a  change  is 
purely  theoretical,  and  the  great  majority 
of  the  committee  took  the  same  view  and  came 
back  with  a  report  that  .no  further  action  is 
necessary.  I  believe  that  the  common  sense  in 
this  Council  and  in  both  branches  will  sustain 
the  report  of  the  majority. 

Mr.  Connolly— I  would  like  a  little  further 
information  in  regard  to  this  matter  as  to 
whether  the  heads  of  departments  by  the  re- 
port of  the  majority  of  this  committee. will  be 
allowed  to  give  contracts  to  the  amount  of  $2000 
to  whom  they  see  fit? 

Mr.  Whitmore— If  the  question  is  addressed 
to  me  I  would  say  I  so  understand  that  to  be 
the  law  and  the  fact  in  the  ordinance. 

Mr,  Connolly— Well,  then,  Mr.  President,  I 
don't  believe  in  it.  I  think  myself  that  the  con- 
tractors of  the  city  do  not  get  a  square  deal. 
You  take  a  contract  for  a  sewer  of  proloably  1000 
or  2000  feet  long  ana  it  won't  amount  to  $2000. 
Now  they  can  give  that  contract  to  whomsoever 
they  see  fit.  I  for  one  won't  vote  for  this  major- 
ity report.  I  think  if  we  are  going  to  have  a 
square  deal  in  this  city  it  is  about  time  for  the 
members  of  this  Council  to  find  out  what  is  go- 
ing on  in  the  different  departments.  I  know 
that  in  certain  departments  there  are  certain 
men  who  are  getting  rich  out  of  the  contracts, 
and  that  is  no  square  deal.  I  hope  the  members 
will  vote  against  this  majority  report. 
Mr.  Wilson— Mr.  President. 
Mr,  Whitmore— If  the  gentleman  will  allow 
me  to  explain  to  the  gentleman  who  has  brought 
in  a  side  issue- 
Mr.  Wilson— I  shall  be  happy  to  explain  it 
myself.  The  gentleman,  Mr.  Connolly,  has 
struck  the  nub  of  the  whole  thing.  Unfortu- 
nately we  are  prevented  by  the  provision  of  our 
city  charter  and  ordinances  from  protecting  the 
contractors  where  the  sum  is  equal  to  or  less 
than  $2000.  The  facts  as  stated  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  are  true.  Our  ordinances 
formerly  stood  so  that  where  the  contract  ex- 
ceeded $1000  it  should  be  advertised.  But  dur- 
ing the  past  year  it  being  found  that  the  ordi- 
nances conflicted  with  the  charter  the  change 
was  made  in  the  ordinance  so  as  to  bring  it  in 
harmony  with  the  charter.  I  do  not  think  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  places  the  right  view 
upon  the  question  when  he  put  it  in  the  light 
he  did,  because  as  I  understood  it  at  the  time, 
the  change  was  made  so  to  bring  the  ordinance 
in  conformity  with  the  charter  and  for  no  other 
reason.  Now  for  Mr.  Connolly's  information,  I 
would  say  that  we  cannot  protect  the  contract- 
ors of  the  city  of  Boston  where  the  sum  is  equal 
to  or  less  than  $2000 ;  hut  we  can  protect  them 
where  the  sum  is  in  excess  of  $2000,  and  it  was 
for  that  very  purpose  that  I  originally  caused 
the  investigation  to  be  made.  I  believed  that 
we  allowed  the  departments  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton all  the  latitude  we  ought  to  allow  them, 
which  is  $2000  under  the  charter,  and  that  we 
should  not  allow  them  one  inch  further,  and 
that  they  had  no  right  to  exercise  any  favorit- 
ism if  tbey  were  so  inclined— I  do  not  say  they 
were.  The  corporation  counsel's  opinion  was 
that  unless  the  ordinances  were  changed,  and 
if  the  ordinances  remained  as  they  are  at  the 
present  time,  as  a  matter  of  law  it  could  not  be 
said  that  the  heads  of  departments  were  not  act- 
ing in  a  legal  manner  in  sub-dividing  contracts 
where  the  total  amount  was  in  excess  of  $2000. 
Now,  as  to  the  point  raised  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12,  as  to  contracts  given  out  for 
buildings.  He  said  it  would  be  eminently  unfit 
and  improper,  on  a  contract  for  fitting  up  a 
building,  that  there  should  be  one  contract,  Dut 
that  all  the  parts  should  be  separated  into  con- 
tracts for  plumbing,  mason  work  and  any  other 
work  there  may  be.  I  am  happy  to  state 
there  is  a  special  provision  in  the  ordinance  for 
just  such  cases.  The  ordinance  relating  to  the 
city  architect  provides  that  he  shall  not  make 
contracts  for  different  kinds  of  work  ex- 
ceeding    $1000,     if     it     is      possible    not     to 
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do  so.  Therefore  the  contracts  for  the  erection 
of  a  building  must  be  subdivided  of  necess- 
ity. I  have  it  from  the  architect's  own  lips  that 
that  is  the  cause  of  great  expense  to  the  city  of 
Boston.  He  says  that  is  a  matter  that  should  be 
remedied.  He  says  he  is  obliged  to  divide  his 
contract  for  the  erection  of  any  given  building 
into  various  parts  as  near  .filOOO  as  he  can,  and 
therefore  he  has  to  employ  a  large  number  of 
inspectors  and  superintendents ;  he  has  to  have 
an  inspector  for  everything.  He  has  an  in- 
spector of  plumbing,  and  for  this  that  and  the 
other  thing,  and  it  causes  unnecessary  expense. 
It  may  be  well  doubted  whether  or  not  it  would 
not  be  more  proper  if  a  contract  for  a  building 
should  be  given  to  one  man, than  to  advertise  and 
allow  everybody  to  come  in  and  bid  for  the  work. 
But  this  proposed  ordinance  does  not  conflict 
with  the  provisions  in  regard  to  the  city  archi- 
tect's department.  It  applies  to  matters  for 
which  there  is  no  special  provision  in  the  ordi- 
nance. I  was  impressed  with  the  necessity  for 
such  a  special  provision  as  this  in  order  to  protect 
the  contractors  of  Boston  from  the  unjust  action 
of  the  heads  of  departments-,  if  tliey  should  see 
fit  so  to  act.  In  regard  to  the  position  taken  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  that  if  anything 
goes  wrong  under  the  present  ordinance  com- 
plaint can  De  made  to  the  mayor,  why  the  gen- 
tleman himself  knows  that  it  is  almost  impos- 
sible for  any  one  person  to  be  looking  after  the 
needs  of  all  the  departments.  Leave  the  ordi- 
nance as  it  is  today  and  it  is  lawful  for  the  head 
of  a  department  to  subdivide  contracts.  It  is 
not  illegal,  and,  therefore,  in  order  to  make  a 
successful  complaint  a  party  would  have  to 
show  that  the  head  of  a  department  was  acting 
with  favoritism,  which  is  a  very  difficult  thing 
to  show.  On  the  other  hand  I  claim  that  if  we 
allow  the  head  of  a  department  the  latitude 

fiven  by  the  new  charter,  $2000,  he  has  all  the 
atitude  he  can  reasonably  expect,  and  after  we 
pass  it  it  will  only  be  necessary  for  the  head  to  go 
to  the  mayor,  state  the  reasons,  and  get  permis- 
sion in  writing — and  then  the  blame  will  be 
placed  where  it  should  rest.  I  think  that  in  this 
summary  I  have  answered  all  the  objections 
raised  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12.  I  trust 
that  the  minority  report  will  be  substituted,  be- 
cause I  believe  it  will  protect  the  interests  of 
the  city,  and  will  protect  all  who  have  dealings 
with  the  city. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  do  not  propose  to  answer 
the  gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  be- 
cause he  stated  to  the  committee  just  what  he 
has  stated  to  you,  but  by  some  unfortunate 
means  he  has  so  misled  himself  that  he  does 
not  understand  what  will  be  the  result  of  what 
he  has  put  in  writing.  He  has  attempted  to  do 
an  impossibility.  Although  from  what  he  has 
said  before  the  committee  I  have  very  clear 
ideas,  perhaps  as  clear  as  he  has  himself,  of 
what  he  intends,  I  can  tell  him  that  so  far  as 
that  object  is  concerned,  the  ordinance  brought 
in  here  is  not  worth  the  paper  it  is  written  upon. 
I  risk  whatever  reputation  I  have  in  City  Hall 
in  understanding  the  meaning  of  ordinances  as 
passed  wben  I  say  the  object  the  gentleman  seeks 
to  attain  will  not  be  furthered  one  particle  by 
the  ordinance  which  he  proposes.  He  may  ac- 
cept that  warning  or  not,  but  I  am  willing  to 
put  upon  record  my  statement  that  the  result 
which  he  desires  will  not  be  effected  by  the 
proposed  amendment  of  the  ordinance.  But  I 
will  say  to  the  gentleman— Mr.  Connolly— who 
asked  the  question  that  he  is  misled  by  the  gen- 
tleman who  answered  the  question,  uninten- 
tionally, of  course.  The  present  law  is  that  if  a 
contract  does  not  exceed  $2000  the  head  of  a 
department  may  award  that  contract  as  he  sees 
fit.  He  is  responsible  to  His  Honor  the  Mayor 
for  what  he  does,  and  perhaps  to  no  other  per- 
son. Well,  sir,  as  I  said  in  the  first  place,  and 
the  minority  report  shows  it,  there  is  no  instance 
where  that  has  done  harm  to  the  city  of 
Boston.  But  the  ordinance  which  the  gen- 
tleman brought  in  does  not  prevent  the  state 
of  affairs  which  it  is  intended  to  prevent.  It 
is  not  worded  so  as  to  meet  the  point.  I 
have  grave  doubts  if  there  is  anybody  in  the 
city  of  Boston  wise  enough  to  frame  an  ordi- 
nance to  carry  out  the  ideas  which  the  gentle- 
man wishes  to  carry  out.  He  wants  something 
which  shall  be  a  rule  for  a  small  job  as  well  as 
for  a  big  job.  What  may  be  an  extremely  good 
rule,  if  carried  out  in  the  case  of  a  $2000  eon- 
tract,  may  be  an  extremely  bad  rule  if  the 
amount  was  $50,000.    The  gentleman  wants  to 


be  methodical  and  wants  the  ordinances  to  tit 
together  like  a  mathematical  puzzle.  But  the 
trouble  is  that  the  ordinances  are  merely  make- 
shifts and  must  be  made  to  meet  cases  which 
come  up.  Now.  sir,  I  say  in  regard  to  the  ordi- 
nance proposed  by  the  minority  that  it  will  not 
give  Mr.  Connolly  and  his  friends  any  redress 
in  the  matter.  I  am  sorry  he  does  not  like  the 
way  in  which  the  city  government  is  admin- 
istered. I  am  sorry  he  does  not  like  the  way  in 
which  the  heads  of  departments  award  con- 
tracts. But  he  will  get  no  possible  redress 
under  this  ordinance.  The  only  possible  relief 
he  can  get  will  be  in  the  ordinance  of  last  year 
saying  that  contracts  of  more  than  $1000  shall 
be  advertised,  and  that  legislation  has  been 
wiped  out.  This  minority  report  will  not  help 
him  one  bit  in  regard  to  that,  Now,  sir,  I  do  not 
intend  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Council  in  de- 
fending this  particular  plan.  This  matter  was 
done  by  the  Republican  Legislature  which  gave 
us  the  new  charter.  One  gentleman  says  no 
man  can  supervise  all  the  departments.  All  I 
can  say  is  that  the  power  was  taken  out  of  the 
hands  of  members  of  the  City  Council,  and  the 
Legislature  said  one  man  could  do  it,  and  do.  it 
better  than  81  could.  The  gentleman's  state- 
ment is  the  strongest  statement  I  have  heard 
against  the  wisdom  of  the  men  who  framed 
the  new  charter,  and  I  think  he  is  right.  I 
do  not  think  that  one  man  can  properly  super- 
vise all  the  departments  of  the  city  of  Boston ; 
but  there  is  no  safeguard  when  you  say,  as  this 
substitute  does,  when  the  written  consent  of  the 
mayor  is  given,  the  whole  thing  is  wiped  out. 
If  I  was  mayor  today,  and  the  head  of  a  depart- 
ment in  whom  I  had  confidence  came  to  me  and 
said  he  wanted  written  authority  I  should  give 
it  to  him.  If  the  mayor  cannot  trust  a  man  in 
that  way  he  cannot  trust  him  at  all,  and  the 
adoption  of  such  an  ordinance  is  merely  another 
piece  of  red  tape  put  upon  the  proper  administra- 
tion of  city  affairs.  The  only  safeguard  we  have 
got,  and  that  the  contractors  have  got,  is  in  the 
character  of  the  heads  of  departments.  I  say 
the  minority  report  is  not  worth  the  paper  it  is 
written  on.  It  is  bad  because  it  pretends  to  give 
them  a  safeguard  which  it  does  not  give.  As  the 
matter  stands  now  the  order  has  been  drawn 
after  two  years'  consideration  and  practice,  and 
it  appears  to  be  the  best  possible  compromise. 
That  is  to  say,  that  $2000,  as  established  hy  legis- 
lation, is  the  limit.  If  there  is  any  head  of  a  de- 
partment who  is  trying  to  cheat  the  mayor  and 
the  public  by  wrongly  getting  up  sub-contracts, 
making  the  contracts  as  they  do  in  other  cities, 
where  they  have  the  same  law  carried  out.then, 
sir,  that  man  ought  to  be  complained  of  and  re- 
moved from  office.  I  have  it  on  the  authority 
of  a  high  city  official  that  he  went  to  Brooklyn 
officially  to  examine  the  system  at  work  there 
under  their  new  charter.  There  expenditures 
can  only  be  made  upon  the  written  warrants 
when  they  exceed  $100.  But  when  the  head  of  a 
department  buys  a  horse  there,  he  buys  half  of 
it  for  $100  and  takes  a  bill  for  that,  and  then 
buys  the  other  half  for  $75  and  takes  a  bill 
for  that.  That  statement  I  make  on  the 
authority  of  the  city  auditor.  That  I  say  is 
the  trouble.  We  have  tried  to  work  the 
ordinances  as  near  the  limit  as  we  can.  This  was 
done  last  year ;  the  limit  was  made  $2000,  and  it 
has  worked  well.  There  was  nothing  shown  to  the 
committee  to  prove  that  it  had  not  worked  well. 
The  minority  report  is  simple  theory.  But  I  say 
again  to  the  gentleman,  Mr.  Connolly,  don't 
vote  for  the  minority  report  supposing  it  is  go- 
ing to  give  you  anything  at  all.  If  you  don't 
like  the  present  system,  that  is  one  thing ;  but 
the  system  will  be  an  additional  cheat  or  burden 
put  upon  the  city.   • 

Mr.  Ladd— I  certainly  should  not  be  in  favor 
of  putting  the  head  of  a  department  in  the  ques- 
tionable position  of  putting  into  one  contract 
matters  which  are  entirely  distinct  and  sepa- 
rate. If  it  were  wiser  for  tnat  head  of  the  de- 
partment to  let  a  contract  for  plumbing,  an- 
other contract  for  mason  work,  and  another 
contract  for  the  carpenter  work  in  a  building,  I 
should  dislike  to  see  him  in  a  position  where  he 
could  not  let  those  contracts  separately  if  it 
was  for  the  interest  of  the  city  of  Boston 
to  do  so.  But  I  also  believe  it  is  unwise, 
where  a  long  street  is  to  be  paved,  for  that 
work  to  be  worked  up  into  three  or  four 
sections  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  it  within 
the  limitation.  That  is  where  it  seems  to 
me  there  is  an  opportunity  to  apply  the  rem- 
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edy.  That,  I  believe,  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances ought  to  have  done.  They  ought  to 
have  applied  a  remedy  to  the  evil  when  this 
matter  went  before  them.  If  they  are  dissatis- 
fied with  the  order  as  it  was  put  into  their 
hands,  it  was  entirely  in  their  power  to  remedy 
any  evils  which  existed,  and  that  evil  could 
have  been  remedied,  it  seems  to  me,  if  they  are 
capable  men,  and  I  believe  they  are;  if  they 
had  an  honest  purpose  to  remedy  the  evils  of 
the  subdivision  of  the  contracts,  it  would  have 
been  done.  It  certainly  is  an  evil  when  the 
paving  of  a  street  is  cut  up  into  sections  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  the  contracts  within  the 
$2000  limit.  The  head  of  a  department  might 
contend  that  it  was  necessary  that  one  party 
should  do  the  digging,  and  another  should  the 
paving;  but  not  divide  it  into  sections  so  as  to 
bring  it  within  the  limit.  Moreover,  the  gen- 
tleman stated  that  the  limit  placed  by  the 
city  charter  was  $2000,  and  by  the  ordinances 
$1000,  but  that  afterwards  the  amount  named 
in  the  ordinance  was  raised  from  $1000  to  $2000. 
I  opposed  that  change  when  it  was  made.  I  be- 
lieve it  was  an  unwise  thing  to  be  done,  but  it 
meets  the  objection  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
19.  It  aggravates  the  objection,  namely,  that 
there  is  not  such  a  competition  as  should  exist 
in  the  city's  work.  I  believe  in  the  utmost  and 
most  unlimited  competition.  I  believe  we 
should  have  carried  back  that  limit  from  $2000 
to  $1000,  and  even  smaller,  and  then  to  have 
made  some  provision  whereby  a  contract  could 
be  sub-divided  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  it 
within  the  limitation.  If  that  purpose  can  be 
shown,  then  I  believe  the  sub-letting  of  the  con- 
tract ought  not  to  be  illegal.  I  believe  that 
the  English  language  is  capable  of  placing 
that  matter  in  the  ordinances^  in  such  shape 
that  it  will  be  practicable.  I  shall  vote  for 
the  minority  report,  because  I  believe  it  is  a 
step  in  the  right  direction  where  we  should 
tend.  I  do  not  believe  the  amendment  goes  far 
enough.  I  am  afraid  it  will  accomplish  very 
little,  but  whatever  it  will  accomplish.  I  shall 
favor. 

Mr.  Duggan— My  opinion  of  this  matter  is 
that  neither  the  minority  nor  the  majority  re- 
ports are  explicit  enough.  It  seems  that  the 
starting  of  this  business  was  the  paving  of  Dev- 
onshire street,  which  was  let  out  in  sections. 
Now  then  they  have  drafted  an  ordinance 
which  interferes  with  the  building  ordinance 
and  mixes  things  up.  For  that  reason  I  shall  be 
in  favor  of  having  this  whole  matter  recommit- 
ted. 

Mr.  Wilson— Will  the  gentleman  allow  me? 

The  President— Mr.  Duggan  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  Duggan— You  will  have  time  enough  after 
I  sit  down.  Now,  sir,  under  the  majority  report, 
I  believe  the  city  architect  is  acting  under  that 
at  present,  and  he  lets  out  whole  buildings, 
mason  work,  carpentering,  and  all,  to  one  con- 
tractor. Unfortunately  he  does  not  get  the 
best  contractors  there  to  estimate  on  his 
work.  If  he  did  it  might  be  all  right.  But  in- 
stead of  that  the  gates  are  thrown  open  to  all 
contractors,  good,  bad,  and  indifferent,  and  the 
man  who  can  furnish  the  best  bond  will  secure 
the  job.  After  he  secures  the  job  he  takes  the 
plans  and  specifications  and  walks  around  to 
each  contractor  to  see  where  he  can  make  a  dol- 
lar by  getting  the  lowest  bid.  The  result  is  the 
city  has  to  have  inspectors  around  to  see  that 
the  city  gets  what  the  contract  calls  for.  The 
man  hawks  it  around  and  gives  the  painting  and 
the  plumbing  to  the  man  who  will  do  it  the 
cheapest,  and  in  the  end  the  city  is  going  to  get 
cheated.  For  that  reason  I  think  the  ordinance 
is  not  explicit  enough,  and  I  move  to  have  the 
matter  recommitted  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  F.  Morison— I  am  one  of  the  members  of 
the  committee  who  signed  the  majority  report. 
I  did  so  because  I  did  not  think  that  on  account 
of  the  condition  of  the  ordinance,  this  proposed 
change  would  effect  any  real  change,  so  far  as  I 
was  able  to  understand  the  city's  business.  The 
ordinance  as  it  now  reads  is  that  every  contract 
in  which  the  amount  involved  exceeds  $2000 
shall  require  the  written  approval  of  the  mayor 
before  going  into  effect.  The  effect  of  the 
charter  is  intended  to  be  that  the  mayor  shall 
supervise  these  contracts.  The  ordinance  as  it 
now  stands  provides  that  the  mayor  shall  super- 
vise these  contracts.  If  any  such  sub-division 
takes  place,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  different 
contractors,  and  it  is  brought  to  the  attention  of 
the  mayor,  he  has  the  power— and  I  have  no 


doubt  would  exercise  it— of  putting  a  stop  to 
it.  I  do  not  see  that  under  the  amendment 
recommended  by  the  minority  anything  dif- 
ferent will  taKe  place.  iTnder  these  circum- 
stances I  have  agreed  with  the  majority  in 
this  report  that  no  further  action  is  neces- 
sary. Suppose  the  minority  report  were  adopted 
by  the  City  Council,  if  it  is  then  necessary  m 
subdivide  contracts,  the  head  of  a  department, 
as  I  understand  it,  may  go  to  the  mayor,  state 
his  reasons  and  obtain  permission.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  has  well  stated  that  if  he 
were  mayor  under  those  circumstances,  and  had 
confidence  in  any  head  of  a  department,  he 
would  immediately  give  him  the  permit  so  to 
do.  I  do  not  see  that  the  state  of  things  will  be 
different  from  what  it  is  now.  If  the  contract 
comes  before  the  mayor  now,  and  some  gentle- 
man calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  a  fraudu- 
lent provision  is  made,  I  have  no  doubt  that 
upon  proper  representation  of  the  fact  the  mayor 
would  not  approve  the  contract.  Under  those 
conditions  I  do  not  see  that  any  different  state 
of  things  would  prevail. 

Mr.  Wilson— In  reply  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  19  I  would  sav  that  Chapter  37,  in  regard 
to  the  architect's  department,  provides  that 
whenever  a  public  building  is  to  be  constructed 
or  is  ordered  by  the  city  the  city  architect  shall 
prepare  proper  plans,  specifications,  etc.,  and 
after  they  have  been  approved  by  the  depart- 
ment, if  any,  for  which  said  building  is  con- 
structed, the  architect  shall  then  issue  proposals 
for  contracts  for  the  various  portions  of  the 
work,  and  shall,  wherever  feasible,  make  a 
separate  contract  for  each  class  of  work  which 
is  estimated  to  cost  over  $1000.  Now  the  ordin- 
ance reported  by  the  minority  does  not  touch 
upon  that  provision  at  all.  because  there  is  a 
special  ordinance  in  regard  to  that  matter.  I 
think  I  have  answered  the  gentleman's  objec- 
tion in  regard  to  the  minority  report, 

The  question  on  substitution  was  put,  and  the 
president  being  in  doubt,  the  Council  was  di- 
vided, 30  in  favor,  11  against,  and  the  motion 
was  declared  carried.  Mr.  Whitmore  doubted 
the  vote  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  Tower— Before  the  vote  is  taken,  I  ask 
that  the  rule  be  enforced  that  no  vote  be 
counted  unless  the  member  is  in  his  seat. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  ask  members 
to  take  their  seats. 

The  clerk  proceeded  to  call  the  roll. 

When  Mr.  Carroll's  name  was  called,  he  voted 
out  of  his  seat. 

Mr.  Fowler  raised  the  point  of  order  that  Mr. 
Carroll's  vote  should  not  be  counted. 

The  president  ruled  the  point  well  taken, 

Mr.  Carroll  afterwards  voted  in  his  seat. 

The  motion  to  substitute  was  carried;  yeas  36, 
nays  18  : 

Yeas — Atwood,  Blume,  Bowman,  Carroll,  Car- 
stensen.  Chamberlain,  Coleman,  Connolly, 
Davern,  Dolan,  Fisher,  Fottler,  Fowler,  Harring- 
ton, Kelley,  Kennedy.  Ladd.  Lattiinore,  Lanten, 
McEnaney,  McNary.F.  Morison.  F.  K.  Morrison, 
Nunan,  O'Mealey.  Perkins.  Richards,  Sanger, 
Shaw,  Short,  E.  Sullivan,- J.  H.  Sullivan.  R.  Sul- 
livan, Tuttle,  Webster,  Wilson— 36. 

Nays— Barry,  Cochran,  Desmond,  Duggan, 
Foss,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Haggerty.  Hayes,  Keli- 
her,  Leary,  Mahoney,  Mclvenna.  J.  J.  Murphy, 
W.  H.  Murphy,  Reilly,  Sundberg,  Teevens, 
Whitmore— 18. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Burr,  Clark,  Coyle, 
Dewey.  Dunn,  Frost,  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez, 
Light,  J.  Murphy,  Norton,  Perry,  C.  C.  Powers, 
E.  J.  Powers,  Snow,  Thayer,  Tracy,  Whall— 18. 

The  minority  report  was  accepted. 

The  ordinance  recommended  by  the  minority 
was  ordered  to  a  second  reading,  read  a  second 
time  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  and  passed. 
Mr.  Sanger  moved  .to  reconsider ;  lost.  Sent 
up. 

WARD  ROOM  FOR  WARD  16. 

Mr.  Hayes  offered  an  order— That  the  super- 
intendent of  public  buildings  be  requested  to 
provide  a  suitable  ward  room  for  the  voters  of 
Ward  16. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Buildings, 

WINTHROP  SQUARE. 

Mr.  Cochran  offered  an  order— That  the  su- 
perintendent of  common  and  squares  be  hereby 
requested  to  repair  the  fence  in  Winthrop 
square,  Ward  5,  before  the  17th  inst.,  a  small 
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portion  of  the  same  being  broken  by  accident, 
within  the  last  few  days. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Squares. 

ROGERS  STREET  WIDENING. 

Mr.  McNary  offered  an  order— That  the 
Street  Commissioners  be  requested  to  widen 
Rogers  street  three  feet  between  Dorchester 
street  and  Preble  street. 

Mr.  McNary— I  shall  not  move  to  refer  that 
order  to  the  Committee  on  Laying  and  Widen- 
ing Streets,  and  will  briefly  state  my  reasons. 
This  is  a  very  short,  narrow  street,  16  or  17  feet 
wide,  with  a  sidewalk  two  and  one-half  or 
three  feet  wide.  All  the  houses  that  have 
been  constructed  on  the  street  are  set  back 
several  feet  from  the  street  line.  A  new 
house  is  about  to  be  built  there,  and  if  it  is 
built  it  will  close  up  all  chance  of  widening  the 


street,  except  at  great  expense,  as  well  as  block 
up  the  passage  for  carriages  and  teams  ana 
seriously  affect  the  light  in  the  Andrew  School. 
If  anything  is  to  be  done  it  should  be  done  im- 
mediately. For  a  small  sum  of  money  the  build- 
ing now  erecting  on  Rogers  street  can  be  bought 
out  by  the  city  if  the  commissioners  deem  it  ad- 
visable, and  I  understand  that  the  gentleman 
owning  the  property  on  the  other  side  is  willing 
to  give  his  land  if  that  is  done.  In  my  opinion 
it  will  be  only  a  matter  of  $200.  They  are  already 
at  work  on  the  foundations.  If  the  order 
does  not  pass  tonight  the  building  will  be  con- 
structed and  no  chance  will  be  given  to  widen 
the  street. 

The  order  was  passed.  Mr.  McNary  moved  to 
reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

Adjourned  at  10.37  P.M.,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Keliher. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Special  Meeting  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen. 


Friday,  June  3, 1887. 

Special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
1  P.M.,  called  by  the  mayor,  to  act  on  the  order 
passed  by  the  Common  Council  last  night,  to 
authorize  the  issue  of  Suffolk  County  Court 
House  loan  certificates. 

Aid.  Donovan,  chairman,  presiding,  and  eight 
other  members  present. 

The  call  was  read  and  placed  on  file. 

The  Chairman— I  would  state  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Board,  that  the  order  authorizing  the 
Suffolk  County  Court  House  loan  provided  for  a 
rate  of  interest  not  exceeding  4  per  cent.  The 
city  treasurer  advertised  for  proposals,  and  se- 


cured a  loan  at  the  rate  of  3%  per  cent  and  a 
small  premium.  The  question  has  been  raised 
bv  some  of  the  legal  parties  connected  with  the 
New  England  Trust  Company,  that  the  City 
Council  has  not  determined  the  rate  of  interest, 
but  that  the  city  treasurer  has  done  so.  The 
purpose  for  which  this  meeting  has  been  called 
by  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  is  to  approve  the  act 
of  the  treasurer  in  negotiating  that  loan  at  3% 
per  cent,  in  order  to  make  the  loan  all  right. 
For  that  reason  the  Committee  on  Finance  held 
a  meeting  yesterday,  and  sent  the  following  re- 
port and  order  to  the  Common  Council : 

The  report  and  order  passed  by  the  Common 
Council,  authorizing  the  issue  of  the  certificates 
for  the  $800,000  Suffolk  County  Court  House 
Loan,  payable  in  1937,  upon  the  terms  accepted 
by  the  city,  treasurer,  in  answer  to  proposals  in- 
vited by  him  in  pursuance  of  the  order  approv- 
ed May  20,  1887,  were  read. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  passed 
in  concurrence,  yeas9,  nays  0.  Yeas,  Aid.  Allen, 
Bromwich,  Carroll,  Donovan,  Lee,  Maguire,  Mc- 
Laughlin. C.  W.  Smith,  Sullivan— 9.  Aid.  Mc- 
Laughlin moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Tuesday,  June  7,  1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
4  o'clock,  P.M.,  Aid.  Donovan,  chairman,  pre- 
siding.   Absent,  Aid.  Allen. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Haynes  the  reading  of  the 
record  of  the  last  meeting  was  dispensed  with. 

HEARINGS  ON  ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

1.  On  the  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Spring  street.  Ward  8. 

2.  On  the  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Chambers  street,  Ward  8. 

3.  On  the  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  hi 
Newbern  street,  Ward  23. 

4.  On  tne  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Sycamore  street,  Ward  23. 

5.  On  the  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Chestnut  Hill  avenue,  Ward  25. 

6.  On  the  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Midland  street,  Ward  24. 

7.  On  the  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Ludlow  street.  Ward  4. 

8.  On  the  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Texas  street,  Ward  19. 

No  one  desiring  to  object,  severally  recom- 
mitted to  Committee  on  Sewers  (Aid.) 

9.  On  the  petition  of  Mrs.  B.  E.  Hastings,  for 
leave  to  project  a  bay  window  over  Mason 
street,  from  building  166  Tremont  street. 

10.  On  petition  of  A.  J.  Bamfard,  for  leave  to 
project  a  bay  window  from  building  109  to  113 
West  Newton  street. 

No  objections.  Severally  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings (Aid.) 

n.  On  petition  of  Joseph  Breckenridge,  for  li- 
cense to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  engine  of  12- 
horse  power,  corner  Melville  avenue  and  All- 
ston  street. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Haynes  the  petitioner  was 
granted  leave  to  withdraw  at  his  own   request. 

LETTER  FROM  HON.  WILLIAM  O'BRIEN,  M.P. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston,        ) 
Executive  Department,  \ 
June  7, 1S87.        ) 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,  —I  forward  herewith  copy  of  a  let- 
ter which  I  have  received  from  William 
O'Brien,  M.P.,  thanking  the  members  of  the 
City  Council  for  courtesies  recently  extended  to 
him  while  in  this  city. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 
Hoffman  House,  Madison  Square,  I 
New  York,  June  4,  1887.        ) 
Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor,— I  take  the  very  earliest  op- 
portunity of  begging  you  to  convey  to  the 
City  Council  of  the  city  of  Boston  my 
most  grateful  acknowledgments  of  the 
compliment  they  have  paid  to  the  Irish 
cause  in  tendering  me  the  hospitalities  of  your 
famous  city.  The  vote  of  the  City  Council 
crowns  the  extraordinary  demonstrations  of 
sympathy  and  hospitality  which  I  experienced  at 
the  hands  of  your  citizens  of  every  creed  and  of 
every  shade  of  thought.  I  shall  all  my  life 
treasure  the  recollection  of  the  generous  and 
noble-hearted  men  whom  I  was  privileged  to 
make  acquaintance  with  in  Boston.  I  am 
especially  grateful  for  the  strength  which  the 
action  of  your  City  Council  will  bestow  upon  the 
Irish  cause,  coming  as  it  does  from  the  elected 
representatives  of  a  city  so  renowned  in  the 
struggle  for  American  independence  and  so  gen- 
erously prominent  in  the  great  movement  to  ex- 
tend to  the  Irish  people  the  blessings  of  self- 
government,  which  are  the  life-spring  and  glory 
of  this  republic. 

With  deep  respect  and  esteem,  believe  me, 
dear  Mr.  Mayor, 

Gratefully  yours, 
(Signed)  William  O'Brien. 

Sent  down. 


GRAVEL  BANK  ON  BERRY  STREET. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston,        ) 
Executive  Department,  > 
June  1,  1887.         ) 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communi- 
cation from  the  trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery, 
asking  for  an  additional  appropriation  of  $8000 
to  obtain  all  the  rights  of  the  city  in  the  gravel 
bank  on  Berry  street. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Boston,  June  7,  1887. 

To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Council. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery 
desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  absolute  ne- 
cessity existing  for  an  additional  appropriation 
of  $S000,  in  order  to  obtain  all  the  rights  of  the 
city  in  the  gravel  bank  on  Berry  street,  Ward  23. 

In  18S2  the  City  Council  was  asked  to  purchase 
the  land  on  which  this  bank  is  located ;  but  un- 
der a  misapprehension  of  the  facts  in  the  case, 
it  was  decided  instead  to  purchase  the  right  to 
take  the  gravel  from  the  Dank  until  December 
of  the  current  year.  The  supply  of  this  gravel 
seems  practically  inexhaustible. 

Its  superior  quality  and  close  proximity  make 
it  most  desirable  for  cemetery  purposes,  and 
it  can  also  be  used  to  a  great  advantage  by 
the  street  and  other  departments,  in  their  daily 
work.  Insomuch  as  from  the  present  time  un- 
til December  there  can  be  procured  a  most  ex- 
cellent supply  of  much  needed  material,  for  the 
comparatively  trifling  cost  of  handling,  the  trus- 
tees desire  to  emphasize  their  request.  In  the 
interest  of  economy,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the 
taxpayers  of  Boston,  no  more  timely  and  ur- 
gent appropriation  could  be  made. 
Very  respectfully, 

AV.  P.  Leavitt,  Prest. 

Aid.  Capen— I  move  the  reference  of  that  mat- 
ter to  the  Committee  on  Cemeteries. 

It  was  voted  to  refer  the  communication  to 
the  Committee  on  Cemeteries,  and  Aid.  Capen 
moved  to  reconsider,  hoping  it  would  not  pre- 
vail. 

Aid.  Carroll — It  seems  to  me  that  the  proper 
place  for  that  communication  would  be  to  refer 
it  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  and  I 
therefore  move  reference  to  that  committee. 

The  Chairman— The  question  is  on  reconsid- 
eration, 

Aid.  Carroll— I  hope  the  vote  will  be  recon- 
sidered, and  if  that  is  done,  I  will  then  move 
that  the  document  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Appropriations.  I  believe  that  is  the  only 
proper  committee  for  the  matter  to  be  referred 
to. 

Aid.  Capen— I  would  like  to  know  what  the 
Committee  on  Cemeteries  is  for?  I  Think  that 
that  is  the  proper  committee  for  it  to  go  to,  and 
after  it  is  reported  on  by  that  committee  it  can 
then  goto  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  believe  that  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations  is  the  committee  appointed 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  care  of  this  matter.  I 
believe  the  Committee  on  Cemeteries  under- 
stand why  the  appropriation  is  asked  for.  The 
matter  has  been  before  that  committee  last 
year,  or  the  first  part  of  this  year,  and  it  is 
something,  as  I  understand,  that  is  now  very 
much  needed  by  the  men  having  charge  of  the 
cemetery.  I  think  that  it  is  for  the  benefit  and 
advantage  of  the  Committee  on  Cemeteries, 
and  also  to  those  having  charge  of  the  ceme- 
tery, that  the  matter  should  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations.  Of  course  if  men 
insist  on  standing  in  their  own  light  I  suppose 
we  cannet  stop  them.  But  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  proper  place  for  it  to  go  is  to  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations. 

Aid.  Capen— I  don't  wish  to  stand  in  any- 
body's light,  but  that  gravel  bank,  I  would  say 
for  the  information  of  the  Board,  only  cost 
$5800  at  the  start,  and  I  don't  see  why  we  should 
vote  to  pay  $8000  for  it  at  the  present  time.  If 
we  do  so  I  think  that  we  will  be  paying  more 
for  the  gravel  bank  than  it  is  worth. 

Aid.  Bromwich— It  has  been,  as  the  alderman 
opposite  said,  before  the  Committee  on  Ceme- 
teries, but  I  question  whether  the  committee 
have  been  satisfied  of  the  advisability  of  appro- 
priating that  money.  It  was  not  a  full  com- 
mittee, if  I  remember  rightly— I  mean  in  the 
proper  sense— and  1  wish  that  the  aldermen 
would  let  it  go  before  that  committee  again,  in 
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order  that  they  may  have  a  chance  to  further 
investigate,  and  see  if  the  money  can  be  spent 
there  satisfactorily  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
That  committee  can  then  make  their  report. 
We  have  a  chance  to  take  that  land,  and  it  is 
needed,  we  are  told,  for  cemetery  purposes,  bnt 
the  report  is  that  we  can  get  the  dirt  a  good  deal 
cheaper  by  purchasing  it  in  the  city  and  having 
it  teamed  out  there.  Therefore,  I  would  like  to 
have  it  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Cemeteries 
in  order  that  we  can  see  whether  the  gravel  can 
be  dug  there  in  a  way  which  will  pay  the  city  of 
Boston  for  the  expenditure  of  money  it  is  asked 
to  make.  I  only  ask  that  it  should  go  before  the 
committee  so  that  they  can  judge  whether  this 
is  satisfactory. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider. The  Chair  was  in  doubt  as  to  the  result, 
and  a  rising  vote  was  taken.  The  motion  to 
reconsider  was  carried,  five  aldermen  voting  in 
the  affirmative,  four  in  the  negative. 

The  Chairman— The  vote  on  the  communi- 
cation now  stands  reconsidered. 

Ald.CARROLL — I  move  the  reference  of  the  com  - 
munication  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  will  at  this  time 
state,  for  the  information  of  the  Board,  that  he 
was  wrong  in  entertaining  the  motion  as  made 
by  the  alderman  from  the  twelfth  district,  and 
to  entertain  the  motion  now  made  by  the  alder- 
man from  South  Boston  would  also  be  wrong, 
as  under  the  joint  rules  this  communication 
must  go  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  The 
Chair  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Board  to 
Rule  2,  Section  4,  in  the  joint  rules. 

Aid.  Carroll— As  far  as  I  am  personally  con- 
cerned it  is  simply  a  question  to  me  how  to  ex- 
pedite matters,  and  1  wish  to  employ  the  best 
means  to  accomplish  our  results.  I  am  not  on 
the  Committee  on  Cemeteries,  and  I  am  not  in- 
terested legally,  politically,  or  in  any  other  way 
or  manner  with  the  cemeteries,  nor  would  the 
appropriation  affect  me  directly  or  indirectly 
except  as  a  representative  here  of  the  city  gov- 
ernment. But  I  have  been  spoken  to  by  those 
who  represent  the  city  government  in  connec- 
tion with  that  cemetery,  and  they  have  shown 
me  plainly  the  urgent  necessity  for  relief,  and 
they  have  pointed  out  the  matter  so  strongly  to 
me  that  as  far  as  I  am  personally  concerned  I 
wish  to  aid  and  assist  in  promoting  what 
will  be  a  benefit  to  the  people  having 
charge  of  the  cemetery  in  behalf  of  the 
city  of  Boston.  I  know  nothing  about  how 
much  the  bank  cost ;  the  people  who  live  in  that 
neighborhood  have  achance  to  inquire  into  such 
matters.  I  simply  know  this,  that  as  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  if  it  is  expeditious  for 
us  to  spend  $8000  to  help  the  people  who  have 
charge  of  that  cemetery  to  carry  on  the  work  as 
it  should  be  carried  on  I  shall  vote  for  it,  and, 
Mr.  Chairman,  whether  this  goes  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  or  not  you  can  readily  see 
will  not  affect  my  position  any,  because  if  I  had 
any  interest  in  the  matter  I  could  have  some- 
thing to  say  there  in  the  consideration  of  it.  If 
it  goes  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  I 
am  on  that  committee  also,  and  I  could  have 
something  to  say  in  consideration  of  the  matter 
there.  So  far  as  I  am  personally  concerned  it 
makes  no  difference  to  me  to  what  committee 
you  refer  it.  The  question  in  my  mind  is.  What 
is  the  best  way  to  serve  the  interests  of  the  city 
as  far  as  the  care  and  maintenance  of  that  ceme- 
tery are  concerned?  They  consider  that  the 
best  way  to  do  so  is  by  giving  them  the  appro- 
priation they  ask  for.  If  so,  I  shall  vote  for  it. 
If  that  is  not  the  best  way,  I  shall  vote  against 
it.  That  is  my  position  in  the  matter.  I  have 
no  interest  for  anything  except  what  will  be  for 
the  best  interests  of  the  city. 

Aid.  Capen — The  alderman  who  has  just 
taken  his  seat  has  stated  that  the  members  of 
the  committee  urged  him  to  vote  to  provide 
means  for  the  purchase  of  that  gravel  bank.  I 
for  one  as  a  member  of  the  committee  did  not 
do  so. 

Aid.  Carroll— Mr.  Chairman,  I  rise  to  a 
question  of  privilege,  and  the  ooint  I  wish  to 
make  is  this,  that  when  a  member  of  the  Board 
gets  up  here  to  state  what  somebody  says  he 
should  be  very  particular  that  he  states  the 
truth. 

Aid.  Capen— What  did  the  gentleman  state? 

Aid.  Carroll — I  did  not  so  state,  and  not  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Cemeteries  has 
at  any  time  spoken  to  me  about  it. 

Aid.  Capen— That  is  what  I  thought. 


Aid.  Carroll— But  I  did  state  that  those  who 
had  charge  of  the  cemetery  have  spoken  to  me, 
and  the  ones  I  refer  to  are  the  directors  and  the 
superintendent.  They  have  charge  of  the  cem- 
etery and  not  the  committee. 

Aid.  Capen— That  is  what  I  thought. 

Aid.  Carroll— That  is  what  I  stated. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  want  to  say  a  few  words  to 
a  question  of  privilege. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  state  that 
at  this  time  there  is  nothing  before  the  Board 
unless  the  alderman  makes  a  motion. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  rise  to  a  question  of  privi- 
lege. I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  and  I  ask  the 
indulgence  of  the  Board  for  a  few  moments. 

The  Chairman— The  alderman  will  state  his 
question  of  privilege. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  simply  wish  to  place  my- 
self right  before  the  Board.  I  didn't  intend, 
gentlemen  of  the  Board,  to  oppose  anything  that 
would  be  against  the  advancement  of  the  inter- 
ests of  this  cemetery.  But  having  had  the 
honor  to  serve  on  the  Board  of  Trustees  for  three 
years,  I  perhaps  know  a  little  of  the  wants  and 
necessities  of  that  cemetery,  and  perhaps  more 
than  the  majority  of  the  members  of  this  Board. 
I  wish  to  state  here  that  it  is  for  their  interest 
that  a  supply  of  gravel  like  this  should  be  had 
for  the  cemetery.  The  only  reason  why  I  wish- 
ed the  matter  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Cemeteries  was  because  I  thought  that  com- 
mittee would  be  able  to  investigate  into  the 
question  of  where  more  gravel  could  be  pro- 
cured for  the  money  by  going  outside  of  this 
bank.  I  didn't  know  at  the  time  but  what  it 
would  be  perfectly  proper  to  send  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Cemeteries,  because  the  committee 
have  never  been  satisfied  that  this  was  the  best 
way  in  which  to  spend  this  money.  It  Was  seri- 
ously thought  last  year  that  th  s  matter  should 
be  given  up  entirely  and  that  not  even  $2000 
should  be  appropriated  for  that  purpose.  At 
that  time  the  question  was  in  regard  to  filling  in 
a  place  near  the  gates  of  the  cemetery,  and  we 
thought  that  we  had  better  take  it.  But  I  ques- 
tion at  the  present  time  whether  it  would  be 
profitable  to  spend  §8000  upon  that  place.  I  am 
not  going  to  state  what  it  cost ;  that  has  nothing 
to  do  with  us  now.  That  is  something  that  has 
gone  by.  But  I  do  hope  that  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee before  they  make  a  report  will  ascertain 
as  far  as  possible,  whether  this  money  can  be 
spent  on  that  particular  place  with  profit  to  the 
city  or  not.  I  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  I  am 
not  against  any  improvements  on  the  cemetery, 
but  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Ceme- 
teries. I  thought  it  nothing  but  my  duty  to  ex- 
amine into  this  matter  before  it  passed  the 
Board.    That  is  all  I  wish  to  say. 

The  communication  was  referred,  on  motion 
of  Aid.  Carroll,  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
first  regiment  encampment. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston,  1 

Executive  Department,  | 
June  7, 1887.  ) 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,— I  transmit  herewith  an  invitation 
to  the  members  of  the  City  Council  to  visit  the 
annual  encampment  of   the  First  Regiment  In- 
fantry at  South  Framing'ham  the  present  week. 
Yours  respectfully, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 
Boston,  June  3,  1887. 
To  His   Honor   Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor,  city  of 
Boston. 

Sir,— This  regiment  will  be  on  duty  with  First 
Brigade  at  the  annual  encampment,  South 
Framiiigham,  June  7  to  11. 

In  behalf  of  the  field  and  staff  I  extend  to  you 
and  such  members  of  the  city  government  as 
can  attend  a  cordial  invitation  to  visit  head- 
quarters at  such  time  during  the  encampment 
as  may  be  most  convenient. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Austin  C.  Wellington, 

'    Colonel  First  Regiment  Infantry. 

The  invitation  was  accepted,  on  motion  of 
Aid.  N.  G.  Smith.    Sent  down. 

care  of  flags,  flagstaffs,  etc. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston,         ) 
Executive  Department,  5 
June  7,  1887.  ) 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen.— I  forward  herewith  a  communi- 
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cation  from  the  Board  oi  Police  concerning  the 
care  of  flags,  flagstaff s,  etc.,  for  such  action  as 
the  City  Council  may  deem  desirable. 
Yoursjrespectfully. 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor 

Board  of  Police,  7  Pemberton  Square,  ) 
Boston,  June  2,  1887,  j 

Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Dear  Sir.— The  Board  of  Police  would  respect- 
fully recommend  that  the  care  of  the  nags, 
flagstaff's,  ropes,  and  stakes  belonging  to  the 
city  be  taken  from  the  Police  Department  and 
transferred  t©  the  custodians  of  the  several  pub- 
lic buildings  and  grounds  upon  which  they  are 
situated  and  used.  As  it  does  not  appear  that 
this  property  was  ever  formally  placed  in  charge 
of  the  department,  it  would  seem  that  the  only 
action  necessary  would  be  for  you  to  designate 
the  persons  to  whom  it  shall  be  transferred,  and 
the  Board  will  at  once  deliver  possession. 

The  appropriation  for  police  for  the  present 
financial  year  contains  an  item  of  81390.26  for 
care  of  flags,  etc.,  and  the  board  suggests  that 
this  be  taken  from  the  appropriation  for  police 
and  made  a  special  appropriation. 

The  board  is  led  to  make  this  recommenda- 
tion from  the  fact  that  it  is  not  properly  within 
the  line  of  police  duty  to  have  charge  of  such 
property,  and  also  because  it  is  an  encroach- 
ment upon  the  functions  of  those  city  officers 
to  whom  the  duty  properly  belongs. 
Respectfully  yours, 

A.  T.  Whiting,  Chairman. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  on 
motion  of  Aid.  Carroll. 

STONE  EDGING  TO  FROG  POND. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston,  ) 

Executive  Department.  > 
June  7.  1SS7.  ) 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  C<  orncil. 

Gentlemen,— I  enclose  herewith  for  your  con- 
sideration, a  communication  from  the  superin- 
tendent of  Common  and  public  grounds  rela- 
tive to  repairing  the  stone  edging  to  the  frog 
pond  on  the  Common. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 
Citv  of  Boston, 
Dept.  of  Common  and  Public  Grounds, 
City  Hall,  June  4, 1887. 
To  His  Honor  the  Mayor. 

Dear  Sir.— I  herewith  enclose  an  order  from 
the  City  Council,  dated  May  19th,  requesting 
your  honor  "to  instruct  the  superintendent  of 
Common  and  public  grounds  to  immediately  re- 
pair and  put  in  good  order  the  stone  edging  to 
the  Frog  pond  on  the  Common:  the  expense  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Common 
and  public  grounds." 

In  regard  to  the  above  I  wish  to  remind  your 
honor  and  Common  Council  that  I  included  this 
item  among  my  estimates  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year,  requesting  an  appropriation  of  $500  for 
the  purpose.  The  item  and  amount  were 
stricken  out  by  the  Finance  Committee,  and  I 
would  respectfully  declare  that  it  will  be  impos- 
sible for  me  to  impose  such  an  expense  upon  my 
general  appropriation,  which  was  reduced  from 
$67,800  to  $60,000.  This  amount  (§60,000)  is  scarcely 
sufficient  to  enable  me  to  do  the  general  and 
necessary  work  of  the  department.  Moreover, 
four  new  parks  have  been  added  to  my  charge 
without  any  provision  being  made  for  their 
maintenance  or  improvement. 

I  remain,  your  obt.  serv't, 

Wm.  Doogue.  Supt. 
[Accompanying  was  the  order  referred  to.] 

The  Chairman— What  is  the  pleasure  of  the 
Board? 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  move  that  that  be  printed 
and  placed  on  file 

Aid.  Carroll— It  seems  to  me,  with  a  com- 
munication of  that  kind,  that  tli  e  proper  dispo- 
sal would  not  be  to  place  it  on  tile.  I  think  it 
should  go  the  other  branch. 

The  Chairman— The  communication  gives 
information  that  the  superintendent  has  no 
money  with  which  to  do  that  work.  The  Chair 
would  state,  however,  in  regard  to  the  state- 
ment that  the  Committee  on  Finance  struck  out 
that  amount,  that  that  committee  had  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  striking  out  from  that  ap- 
propriation. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  C.  W.  Smith,  the  communi- 


cation was  ordered  printed  and  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble. 

petitions  referred. 

To  the  Committee  on,  Lumps  {Aid.)— Michael 
Twomey  and  others,  for  a  30-foot  lamp  at  the 
southeast  corner  of  Vernon  and  Cabot  streets. 

Thomas  D.  McEnaney  and  others,  for  an  elec- 
tric light  at  the  corner  of  Maverick  and  Cottage 
streets. 

D.  W.  Sanborn  and  others,  for  an  electric  light 
on  Prison-point  bridge. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims— Mrs. Ann  Clasby, 
that  the  sewer  laid  through  her  estate,  No.  26 
Wakullah  street,  be  removed,  or  that  she  be 
compensated  for  damage  by  the  construction  of 
such  sewer. 

Arthur  H.  Stock,  for  compensation  for  alleged 
damage  to  his  estate  by  the  construction  of  a 
sewer  in  Minot  street,  Ward  24. 

George  J.  Sullivan,  for  compensation  for  per- 
sonal injuries  received  July  18,  1S86,  from  an  al- 
leged defect  at  336  Commercial  street,  Ward  6. 

To  the  Committee  on  Railroads— Metropoli- 
tan Railroad  Company,  for  location  of  tracks  on 
Hudson  street,  Dorchester,  and  in  Hanover 
street. 

Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  for  a  location 
for  an  additional  curved  track  at  corner  of 
Washington  and  State  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  (Ald.)-'Mvs.  Eliza- 
beth A.  Driscoll,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  building 
for  one  cow  on  Wexford  street. 

To  the  Committee  oh  Electric  Wires — Boston 
Electric  Light  Company,  for  eight  poles  on  Dud- 
ley street. 

To  the  Committee  of  Common,  etc—D.  El- 
dredge  and  als.,  that  the  trees  planted  by  them 
on  Metropolitan  avenue  and  intersecting  streets, 
Ward  23.  be  properly  cared  for  by  the  city. 

To  the  Committee  on  the  Department  for  the 
Inspection  of  Buildings— Pearson  Cordage  Com- 
pany, for  leave  to  build  addition  on  Norfolk 
avenue  112,  Ward  20. 

To  the  Committee  on  Bridges— W.  T.  Van  Nos- 
trand  &  Co.,  that  Maiden  bridge  be  watered  by 
the  city. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police  (Aid.)— The  New 
York  &  New  England  Railroad  Company,  for 
the  appointment  of  railroad  police  officers. 

To  Committee  Police  (Aid.),  toith  instructions 
to  give  a,  hearing— In  aid  of  Thomas  Johnston, 
to  be  placed  on  the.  retired  list  of  police  officers- 
Frederick  Pease  and  als. 

To  'he  Committee  on.  Seioers  (.lid.)— Almira 
W.  Bennett,  that  in  consideration  of  grant  of 
right  of  way,  the  sewer  asses-unent  against  her 
estate  on  Lincoln  street.  Ward 25,  be  abated. 

Henry  Baldwin,  forpartial  abatement  of  sewer 
assessment  against,  his  estate  on  Guilford  street, 
Ward  25. 

E.  F.  Williams  and  als.,  for  a  sewer  in  How- 
land-street  extension,  between  Elm  Hill  avenue 
and  Humboldt  avenue.  Roxbury. 

Isaac  Pratt,  Jr.,  and  als.,  for  a  sewer  in  Condor 
street,  between  Putnam  and  Glendon  streets. 

Catherine  H.  Cunningham,  for  an  extension 
of  the  sewer  in  Sargent  street,  Dorchester,  15 
feet  southerly. 

William  A.  Chapin  and  als.,  for  better  sewer- 
age for  the  South  Cove  District. 

To  the  (Jonrmittee  on  Paving  (Aid.) — gliomas 
Decatur  and  others,  for  a  crossing  across  Green 
street,  Lamartine  square. 

Request  of  oily  collector  for  transfer  of  $4453.20 
from  appropriation  for  paving',  to  cancel  account 
against  that  department,  for  Cochituate  water 
for  watering  streets  in  1886. 

Isaac  Rosnosky  and  als.,  that  Dover  street,  be- 
tween Washington  street  and  Tremont  street, 
be  paved  with  granite  blocks. 

Roxbury  Carpet  Company,  that  Simmons 
street,  Roxbury,  be  put  in  proper  condition  for 
travel. 

Universalist  Publishing  House,  for  leave  to 
construct  a  coal-hole  in  the  sidewalk  front  of  37 
and  39  Mason  street. 

Charles  F.  Murray  and  als.,  that.  Staniford- 
street  extension  be  graded  and  paved,  and  that 
edgestones  be  set  on  said  street. 

John  Cavanagh  &  Son,  to  move  a  wooden 
building  from  1717  Tremont  street  to  1715  Tre- 
mont street.  Ward  22.  300  feet, 

Michael  AVelsh,  for  brick  sidewalk  at  20  Lang- 
don  street,  Ward  20. 

N.  Mathews,  for  brick  sidewalk  on  Beacon 
street,  between  Hereford  street  and  West  Ches- 
ter Park. 
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Albert  Leavitt.  for  brick  sidewalk,  Water 
street,  opposite  head  of  High  street,  Ward  24. 

Amos  Wright,  for  edgestones,  Saunders  street. 

R.  A.  Sanford,  for  edgestones,  5  and  7  Savin 
street. 

L.  Schreiber,  for  edgestones,  corner  Poplar 
street  and  Augustus  avenue,  Ward  23. 

J.  B.  L.  Bartlett,  for  edgestones,  River  street. 

Wood  &  Wetherbee  and  als.,  for  edgestones  on 
Crawford  street. 

Edwin  B.  Horn,  for  edgestone  and  brick  side- 
walk, 268-270  West  Newton  street. 

Edwin  B.  Horn,  for  edgestones  and  brick  side- 
walk, 136-138  Huntington  avenue. 

Edwin  B.  Horn,  for  edgestones  and  brick  side- 
walk, southwest  corner  of  Huntington  avenue 
and  West  Newton  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall,  etc. — P. 
O'Neill  Larkin,  for  a  hearing  in  relation  to 
granting  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  on  June  21  for 
celebrating  the  rule  of  Queen  Victoria. 

E.  M.  Chamberlain  and  others,  for  a  hearing 
in  relation  to  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  on  June 
21  for  the  celebration  of  Queen  Victoria's  reign. 

William  Murray  and  others,  that  the  permit 
granting  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  on  the  evening 
of  June  21  to  certain  parties,  for  a  banquet,  be 
revoked,  and  asking  for  a  hearing  thereon. 

Remonstrance  of  Henry  W.Browne  and  otbers, 
against  permitting  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  on 
June  21,  for  celebrating  the  Queen's  jubilee. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets— -James  Dolan 
and  others,  for  the  extension  of  Williams  street, 
Ward  23,  and  Carolina  avenue,  Ward  23. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Annual  Report  of  Fire  Marshal. 

12.  First  annual  report  of  the  fire  marshal  of 
the  city  of  Boston. 

Aid.  Lee— I  would  like  to  inquire  what  en- 
dorsement is  on  that  report  as  it  comes  from  the 
other  branch? 

The  Chairman— "In  Common  Council,  June 
2,  1887.  Ordered  to  be  printed  as  a  city  docu- 
ment and  sent  up.    David  F.  Barry,  president." 

Aid.  Lee— I  would  inquire  if  it  is  acting  with 
economy  and  in  the  interests  of  the  taxpayers 
to  spend  money  in  reprinting  a  State  document, 
and  a  document  that  has  already.  I  believe, 
been  paid  for  by  the  State?  I  move  that  the 
document  he  placed  on  file. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  will  say  for  the 
information  of  the  alderman  that  either  branch 
can  have  the  document  printed. 

Aid.  Lee— The  other  branch  has  seen  fit  to 
send  it  down  here  for  concurrent  action.  I  be- 
lieve either  branch  can  order  the  report  of  a 
committee  to  be  printed,  but  I  fail  to  find  any- 
thing in  the  rules  that  govern  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  and  the  Council,  or  in  the  joint  rules, 
that  will  allow  either  branch,  acting  separately, 
the  right  to  have  a,  document  from  a  state  offi- 
cer printed,  nor  can  a  communication  from  one  of 
our  own  departments  be  printed  without  concur- 
rent action.  I  move  that  further  consideration 
he  indefinitely  postponed. 

Further  consideration  of  the  matter  was  in- 
definitely postponed.  Aid.  Lee  moved  to  recon- 
sider; lost.    Notice  sent  down. 

13.  City  treasurer's  monthly  statement  for 
June  1.    (Doc.  92.)    Placed  on  file. 

14.  Auditor's  monthly  exhibit  for  June  1. 
(Doc.  93.)    Placed  on  rite. 

15.  Message  from  His  Honor  the  Mayor  trans- 
mitting communication  from  Hon.  H.  A.  P.  Car- 
ter, the  Hawaiian  minister,  concerning  the  late 
visit  of  Her  Majesty  Oueen  Kapiolani  and  suite 
to  Boston.    Placed  on  file. 

16.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  leave  to 
withdraw  as  the  appropriation  cannot  be  legally 
made,  on  the  petition  of  the  Robert  G.  Shaw 
Veteran  Association  for  an  appropriation  from 
the  City  Council  to  decorate  the  graves  of  dis- 
tinguished men. 

17.  Report  of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Health,  recommending  reference  to  the 
Board  of  Health  of  the  order  in  relation  to  lo- 
cating a  bath-house  near  the  end  of  Union 
wharf,  Ward  6.  Accepted  in  concurrence,  and 
said  reference  ordered. 

Subdivision  of  Contracts. 

18.  Majority  report  of  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances, no  further  action  necessary  on  the  or- 
der for  an  amendment  to  Chapter  17  of  the  Re- 
vised Ordinances  of  1885  in  relation  to  subdivi- 
sion of  contracts;  minority  report  dissenting, 
and  recommending  the  passage  of  an  ordinance 


to  amend  Chapter  17  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1885,  as  amended  by  Chapter  37  of  the  ordin- 
ances of  1886 : 

Section  1.  Chapter  17  of  the  Revised  Ordin- 
ances of  1885,  as  amended  by  Chapter  37  of  the 
Ordinances  of  1886,  is  hereby  further  amended 
by  adding  to  said  Chapter  17  the  following  sec- 
tion, to  be  numbered  Section  11  of  said  Chapter 
17,  namely: 

Section  11.  When  the  total  estimated  amount 
of  any  expenditure  for  work,  labor;  material,  or 
supplies  to  be  done  or  furnished  under  contract 
exceeds  the  sum  of-  $2000,  such  work,  labor,  ma- 
terial or  supplies  shall  not  be  subdivided  into 
separate  contracts,  one  or  more  of  which  may 
be  less  than  $2000,  unless  the  approval  thereof 
by  the  mayor  in  writing  shall  have  been  first  ob- 
tained. 

The  question  was  on  the  acceptance  of  the 
minority  report  and  passage  of  the  ordinance  in 
concurrence. 

Aid.  Lee— I  don't  desire  to  discuss  this  ques- 
tion because  I  believe  that  every  member  of  the 
Board  is  fully  aware  of  the  purport  of  both  the 
majority  and  the  minority  reports,  and  also  of 
the  ordinance,  and  without  detaining  the  Board 
I  now  move  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
whole  matter. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  hope  that  motion  will  not 
prevail.  If  it  prevails  it  practically  allows  the 
head  of  every  department  in  the  city  to  do  all 
their  work  without  advertising  for  proposals  for 
any  of  it.  I  don't  see  anything  to  prevent  the 
building  of  a  schoolhouse  without  advertising 
for  proposals.  It  can  be  let  out  partly  to  one 
man  and  partly  to  another.  The  same  is  the 
case  in  the  paving  of  a  street,  where  the  amount 
involved  is,  say,  $5000.  That  can  be  subdivided 
into  three  contracts ;  one  contract  can  be  made 
for  the  cleaning  of  the  street,  another  for  pre- 
paring the  gravel,  and  a  third  for  laying  the 
pavement,  and  they  will  all  three  come  within 
the  $2000  limit.  It  seems  to  me  that  is  not  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  ordinances,  and  I  trust  the 
motion  will  not  prevail.  The  minority  report  is 
so  worded  that  the  mayor  can  permit  the  work 
to  be  subdivided  if  he  sees  ht.  That  would 
cover  all  cases  where  it  would  be  advisable  for 
the  city  to  subdivide. 

Aid.  Lee— If  the  alderman  on  my  left  had 
presented  any  argument  that  would  force  me  to 
reply  to  him,  I  would  certainly  do  so,  but  I  will 
not  detain  the  Board  by  entering  into  any  dis- 
cussion of  this  matter,  because  I  could  very 
readily  show  you  the  fallacy  of  his  argument  in 
a  moment.  If  I  didn't  know  the  alderman  on 
my  left  so  well,  I  would  suppose  he  had  just 
come  from  Swampscott  or  some  other  country 
town,  when  he  undertakes  to  intimate  that  the 
building  of  a  schoolhouse  would  come  within 
the  $2000  limit.  Why,  Mr.  Chairman,  there 
isn't  a  head  of  a  department  in  this  building 
that  would  dare  to  violate  the  city  charter  or 
the  ordinances.  Therefore  I  trust  that  the  mo- 
tion I  have  made  will  prevail — that  is,  that  the 
reports  of  the  committee  and  the  ordinance  will 
be  indefinitely  postponed.  I  must  say,  as  chair 
man  of  that  committee,  that  I  have  been  pre- 
pared to  submit  two  majority  reports,  but 
through  the  efforts  of  one  or  two  political  re- 
trenchers,  as  they  term  themselves,  a  minority 
report  was  submitted  which  will  certainly,  if 
adopted,  tie  uu  every  head  of  a  department  in 
this  City  Hall.  I  will  only  say,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  this  Board,  that  at  the  time  that  was 
considered  by  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  it 
was  a  unanimous  report,  but  later  on  some  of 
the  members  put  their  heads  together  and 
thought  probably  it  would  be  wise  to  submit  a 
minority  report.  They  have  done  so,  and  it  will 
not  be  for  the  best  interest  of  the  city  to  accept 
it.  Therefore  I  ask  that  the  motion  I  have 
made  may  prevail— that  is,  that  both  reports 
and  the  ordinance  may  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— Perhaps  the  building  of  a 
schoolhouse  would  be  a  little  too  large  a  matter 
to  he  included,  but  it  would  certainly  apply  to 
small  contracts  involving  from  five  to  ten  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Aid.  Lee— You  won't  gain  anything  by  this. 

Aid.  C.  W.  SMITH-Why  not? 

Aid.  Lee— Because  the  charter  and  the  ordi- 
nances already  cover  that  point. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— You  can  now  subdivide 
contracts,  and  I  understand  that  this  will  pre- 
vent it  by  carrying  out  the  intent  of  the  ordi- 
nance. 
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Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone.  The 
motion  was  carried,  yeas  10,  nays  1,  Aid.  C.  W. 
Smith  voting  nay. 

Aid.  Lee  moved  to  reconsider:  lost.    Notice 
sent  down 
Papers  from  the  Common  Council— Continued. 

19.  Order  that  the  Street  Commissioners  be  re- 
quested to  widen  Rogers  street  three  feet,  be- 
tween Dorchester  and  Preble  streets. 

Aid.  Sullivan— Has  that  order  been  before 
anv  committee? 

The  Chairman— It  has  not. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Streets,  on 
motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan. 

20.  Order  that  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  extend  the  hospitalities  of  the  city  to 
Terrance  V.  Powderly,  general  master- workman 
of  the  Knights  of  Labor,  on  the  occasion  of  his 
visit  to  this  city,  June  11. 

_  Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  have  been  requested  by 
Aid.  Allen  to  say  that  if  he  were  present  he 
should  vote  against  this  order. 

The  order  was  rfassed  in  concurrence. 

11.  Order  that  the  Board  of  Police  be  reques- 
ted to  cause  the  flags  of  the  city  to  be  displayed 
on  June  17  and  July  4;  and  that  any  expense 
attending  the  same  be  charged  to  the  appropri- 
ation for  incidentals. 

Passed  in  concurrence,  under  suspension  of 
Joint  Rule  14. 

22.  Order  that  the  Street  Commissioners  be 
requested  to  report  as  to  the  expense  and  expe- 
diency of  taking  about  1160  square  feet  of  land, 
on  the  north  side  of  Beacon  street,  at  the  corner 
of  Tremont  street,  for  the  purpose  of  widening 
that  part  of  Beacon  street  to  a  line  as  shown  on 
a  "plan  of  proposed  widening  of  Beacon  street, 
between  Tremont  and  Mt.  Vernon  streets." 
drawn  by  Thomas  W.  Davis,  city  surveyor, 
being  a  part  of  lot  numbered  one  on  said  pJan, 
in  view  of  the  probability  that  an  expensive 
building  is  about  to  be  built  on  said  lot. 

Passed  in  concurrence. 

railroad  police. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  N.  Y.  &  N.  E. 
R.R.,  ofthe  appointment  of  certain  persons  by 
the  selectmen  of  Hyde  Park  to  be  railroad  po- 
lice in  the  employ  of  said  railroad. 

A  similar  notice  was  received  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  officers  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of 
the  city  of  Waltham,  to  be  railroad  police  in  the 
employ  of  the  Fitehburg  railroad. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 

REPORT  OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Annual  report  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor.  (City 
Doc.  84.)    Sent  down. 

STEAM  ENGINES. 

Aid.  Haynes  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines,  etc. : 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  following 
petitions : 

R.  H.  Allen  and  others,  to  locate  and  use  four 
steam  boilers  of  8-horse  power,  each  for  heating 
purposes,  at  Huntington  avenue,  near  West 
Newton  street. 

Whidden,  Hill  &  Co.,  to  erect  and  use  a  sta- 
tionary steam  engine  of  25-horse  power  in  build- 
ing on  Maiden  street. 

M.  F.  Cottrell,  to  erect  and  use  a  steam  boiler 
of  13-horse  power,  for  heating  and  cooking  pur- 
poses, at  16  North  Market  street. 

Wood  Bros.,  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary 
steam  engine  of  4-horse  power,  at  Weeks  & 
Plummer's  wharf. 

Richards  &  Co.,  to  erect  and  use  a  furnace 
for  melting  soldei  on  the  third  story  of  building 
60  Union  street.  Ward  7. 

R.  H.  Allen  and  others,  to  locate  and  use  two 
steam  boilers  of  eight-horse  power  each  for 
heating  purposes  at  132,  134  Huntington  avenue. 

Edwin  B.  Horn,  to  locate  and  use  two  steam 
boilers  of  eight-horse  power  each  for  heating 
purposes  at  136,  138  Huntington  avenue. 

E.  J.  McElroy,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler 
of  eight-horse  power  for  heating  purposes  at  855 
East  Sixth  street. 

Peter  Graffaim,  to  locate  and  use  four  steam 
boilers  of  eight-horse  power  each  for  heating 
purposes,  on  Falmouth  street,  Nos.  107,  109.  Ill 
and  113. 

Joseph  Breckinridge,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
boiler  of  12-horse  power  for  heating  purposes  at 
corner  Melville  avenue  and  Allston  street- 


Reports  severally  accepted,  and  it  was  voted 
that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  conditions. 

Also  a  report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the 
petition  of  W.  R.  Patterson  for  license  to  erect 
and  use  a  stationary  steam  engine  of  two-horse 
power  at  No.  12  Grove  street. 

Accepted. 

PROJECTIONS    AND  EXCAVATIONS. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection 
of  Buildings  (Aid.): 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions  as  follows: 

Lydston  and  Wigg.  to  project  two  bay  windows 
from  building  No.  444  Main  street. 

Max  Cramer,  to  project  a  druggists  mortar 
from  building  No.  1350  Tremont  street,  corner 
Texas  street. 

Mary  C.  Haskins,  to  excavate  the  basement  of 
162  and  164  Lincoln  and  97  and  101  Beacb  streets, 
also  the  space  under  the  sidewalks  at  said 
premises,  to  grade  nine. 

Reports  severally  accepted  and  leave  granted 
on  the  usual  conditions. 

Also,  a  report  recommending  leave  to  with- 
draw on  the  petition  of  Floyd,  Pratt  &  Rounds 
to  project  a  triangular  sign  in  front  of  No.  408 
Washington  street. 

Report  accepted. 

STABLES. 

Aid.  Carroll  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Health  (Aid.)  that  leave  be  grant- 
ed, on  the  usual  conditions,  to  occupy  stables 
as  follows : 

Benjamin  Leeds,  proposed  wooden,  two  horses, 
Lambert  avenue,  No.  88,  near  Cedar  street.Ward 
21. 

C.  A.  Barney,  proposed  wooden,  two  horses, 
Stanton  avenue.  Ward  24. 

R.  B.  Richardson,  proposed  wooden,  one  horse, 
Metropolitan  avenue.  Ward  23. 

James  Brennan,  proposed  wooden,  one  horse, 
Byron  court,  No.  5,  Ward  23. 

T.  W.  Howre,  proposed  old  wooden,  two  horses, 
Kemble  street,  Ward  20. 

Reports  accepted,  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

BURIAL  PERMITS. 

Aid.  Carroll  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Special  Committee,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  the  Boston  Undertakers' 
Union,  asking  that  certain  changes  be  made  in 
the  method  of  issuing  burial  permits,  having 
considered  the  subject,  respectfully  submit  the 
following  report : 

The  petitioners  were  heard  by  the  committee, 
in  the  matter  of  their  petition,  and  were  afforded 
an  opportunity  to  explain  the  inconveniences 
they  are  now  obliged  to  contend  with  in  obtain- 
ing burial  permits.  The  law  as  at  present  in 
force  provides  that  the  city  registrar  may  issue 
a  permit  upon  the  presentation  of  the  ceri  ideate 
of  death,  approved  by  the  Board  of  Health.  This 
prescribed  process  necessitates  on  the  under- 
taker's part  a  visit  to  the  office  of  the  Board  of 
Health,  for  their  approval  of  the  certificate,  and 
a  subsequent  visit  to  the  city  registrar  at  City 
Ha!l  for  the  permit.  It  appears  that  this  jour- 
neying from  one  office  to  another,  with  the  at- 
tendant delay,  is  in  reality  the  only  ground  for 
complaint  on  the  petitioners'  part,  and  it  is  for 
relief  in  this  direction  that  the  change  in  the 
method  of  issuing  permits  is  asked  for.  As  to  the 
matter  of  remedying  the  evil  of  which  the  peti- 
tioners complain,  your  committee  are  aware  that 
no  change  can  be  made  in  the  present  method  of 
issuing  burial  permits,  for  the  reason  that  it  is 
in  compliance  with  the  law,  and  must,  there- 
fore, be  carefully  observed,  and  in  support  of 
their  statement  the  committee  refer  to  the 
accompanying  opinion  of  the  corporation  coun- 
sel upon  the  subject.  The  petitioners,  however, 
suggest  that  their  business  would  be  facilitated 
if  the  two  offices  they  are  required  to  visit, 
namely,  the  Board  of  Health  and  the  City  Reg- 
istrar's Department,  could  be  located  in  the 
same  building.  This  change  could  of  course  be 
brought  about,  if  the  City  Council  should  so  de- 
termine, as  it  would  not  involve  a  question  of 
law,  but  merely  one  of  expediency.  The  two 
offices  are  at  present  established  respectively 
in  the  City  Hall  and  in  the  new  city  building  on 
Beacon  street,  but  it  may  in  the  near  future  be 
found  advisable  to  locate  them  under  the  same 
roof,  and  if  this  should  be  done,  the  wishes  of 
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the  petitioners  will  have  then  been  acceded  to, 
to  the  extent  of  the  City  Council's  authority. 
Your  committee  accordingly  recommend  that 
the  office  of  the  Board  of  Health  and  that  of  the 
city  registrar  be  established  in  the  same  build- 
ing as  soon  as  practicable, 

(Following  is  the,  opinion  referredjto) ; 

Corporation  Counsel's  Office,  ) 
14  Beacon  Street, 

Boston,  May  23, 1887.   ) 
James  L.  Hillard,  Esq.,  Clerk  of  Committees. 

Sir,— In  answer  to  your  letter  of  May  18,  in- 
quiring' whether  or  not  the  present  method  of 
issuing  burial  permits  can  be  legally  changed 
by  the  City  Council,  I  have  to  say  that  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Public  Statutes  forbid  the  issue 
of  a  burial  permit  until  a  certificate  of  the  cause 
of  death,  approved  by  the  Board  of  Health,  has 
been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  city  registrar. 
The  method  prescribed  by  statute  cannot  be 
changed  by  the  City  Council.  There  is,  of 
course,  no.  legal  objection  to  bringing  the  two 
offices  under  one  roof  if  that  would  simplify  the 
business,  and  should  be  deemed  expedient ;  but 
the  duties  of  the  Board  of  Health  and  of  the 
city  registrar  in  this  matter  are  separate  and 
distinct  duties  which  cannot  be  delegated. 
Very  respectfully, 

E.  P.  Nettleton. 

Corporation  Counsel. 

Report  accepted.    Sent  down. 

ROXBURY  CANAL. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Sewers  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  L.  G.  Burnham  &  Com- 
pany and  others,  together  with  the  report  of  the 
city  engineer  in  regard  to  dredging  Roxbury 
canal,  respectfully  submit  the  following: 

The  committee  have  investigated  the  matter 
and  visited  the  canal:  they  find  that  there  is 
only  one  outlet  from  a  sewer  emptying  into  the 
canal,  and  that  an  indirect  outlet,  being  an  over- 
flow from  the  main  drainage  system,  which  is  in 
operation  only  during  storms,  and  therefore 
whatever  sewage  is  put  into  the  canal  must  be 
greatly  diluted. 

It  is  very  noticeable  that  the  abutters  use  very 
little  care  in  preventing  refuse  from  getting 
into  their  docks ;  in  fact  they  throw  it  in. 

The  filling  up  of  the  docks  is  in  our  opinion 
largely  due  to  this  carelessness,  and  therefore 
respectfully  recommend  that  no  action  is  neces- 
sary on  the  part  of  the  city. 

Question  came  on  the  acceptance  of  the  report. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— If  I  am  correctly  informed 
by  the  abutters  on  the  canal  that  report  is  not 
in  accordance  with  the  facts.  The  nuisance,  if 
it  may  be  called  a  nuisance,  was  caused,  not  by 
any  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  abutters,  as  I 
understand  the  report  to  state,  but  from  the 
fact  that  when  the  city  were  building  the  im- 
proved sewerage  all  the  sewage  of  that  district 
was  allowed  to  escape  at  that  point  into  the 
canal,  and  it  was  during  that  time  that  this  de- 
posit was  largely  accumulated.  Since  that  time 
very  much  has  flowed  in  from  what  they  call 
surface  water  which  is  allowed  to  escape  in 
that  way  when  the  flow  of  the  sewage  is  in  ex- 
cess of  the  capacity  of  the  pumps  at  the  pump- 
ing station.  But,  if  I  am  correctly  informed, 
much  of  the  deposit  was  caused  during  the 
building  of  the  improved  sewerage,  and  the 
abutters  have  stated  to  me  that  the  officials 
who  were  engaged  in  that  work  stated  to  them 
that  if  they  were  permitted  to  turn  the  sewer 
into  that  place  temporarily  they  would  clear 
out  the  canal.  I  did  believe  they  did  clear  out 
the  canal  on  more  than  one  occasion,  but  the 
last  time  they  failed  to  do  so.  I  have  not  been 
on  the  ground  myself ;  I  intended  to  go  there 
to  examine  it,  but  have  been  unable  to.  I  am 
to  d  that  the  committee,  however,  have  been 
there,  but  were  there  when  the  tide  was  pretty 
high,  and  the  place  appears  at  its  worst,  of 
course,  when  the  water  is  low  and  when  the 
weather  is  very  warm.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
report  of  the  committee  is  hardly  fair  to  the 
abutters  and  the  petitioners.  There  is  a 
question  almost  of  veracity  between  the 
two  parties.  If  the  committee  are  right,  the 
petitioners  are  wrong,  and  I  do  not  believe  the 
committee  would  intentionally  make  an  untrue 
report.  Neither  do  I  believe  that  the  petitioners 
would  ask  that  that  place  might  be  cleared  out. 
if  there  was  no  necessity  for  it.  They  are  all 
taxpayers,  and  some  of  them  are  even  called 
reformers,  so  that  they  would  not.  I  believe,  be 


in  favor  of  spending  the  city's  money  in  a  reck- 
less or  extravagant  manner.  It  doesn't  benefit 
them  exactly :  it  benefits  the  whole  community, 
for  if  the  health  of  the  people  in  that  section  is 
jeopardized  by  this  state  of  affairs,  certainly 
these  men,  as  public  spirited  citizens,  are  desir- 
ous that  that  abuse  should  be  corrected.  I  hope 
that  this  matter  will  be  referred  back  to  the 
committee,  in  order  that  they  may  make  a  re- 
view of  the  subject  and  see  if  their  report  is 
exactly  in  accordance  with  the  facts. 

The  Chairman  —  The  question  is  on  Aid. 
Smith's  motion  to  refer  back,  to  recommit  to 
the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

Aid.  Sullivan— As  a  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Sewers  I  visited  the  West  Roxbury  canal, 
as  I  believe  it  is  called,  and  I  believe  if  we 
dredge  out  that  canal  for  the  abutters  we  might 
as  well  go  into  the  dredging  business,  because 
we  will  have  a  good  deal  of  it  to  do  all  over 
Boston  harbor.  Our  docks  in  every  section  of 
the  city  fill  in.  We  find  it  necessary  to  dredge 
them  about  once  in  five  years.  I  don't  know 
when  this  canal  was  dredged  last— it  may  have 
been  five  years  or  it  may  haVe  been  ten  years 
ago.  I  don't  know  whether  the  alderman  can 
inform  me  as  to  that  or  not.  There  is  no  tide, 
no  current  of  any  kind,  to  take  away  the  de- 
posits, and  it  will  naturally  fill.  If  we  go  into  the 
dredging  business  we  will  find  that  we  will  be 
obliged  to  dredge  that  canal  at  least  once  in 
every  five  years,  as  a  great  many  other  docks 
now  haye  to  be  done,  and  the  private  corpora- 
tions which  now  do  the  dredging  will  want  the 
city  of  Boston  to.  do  it.  I  don't  know  whether 
the  city  of  Boston  is  prepared  to  go  int"  the 
dredging  business  or  not,  but  I,  as  a  member  of 
the  committee,  certainly  do  not  feel  that  we 
should  dredge  that  canal  for  private  abutters. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— May  I  ask  the  alderman  a 
question"?  He  states  that  other  docks  in  the  city 
fill  up  in  this  way.  I  desire  to  ask  him  if  that 
deposit  is  caused  in  other  docks  by  the  action  of 
the  city  in  building  its  sewers? 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  can  state  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Board  that  there  is  a  dock  I  am  con- 
nected with  now  in  East  Boston  which  one  of 
our  sewers  empties  into  which  five  years  ago 
had  2G  feet  of  water,  and  a  few  weeks  ago  had 
only  21  feet  of  water,  and  they  will  be  obliged 
to  dig  it  out  this  summer.  It  will  not  be  done 
at  the  expense  of  the  city,  however,  but  at  the 
expense  of  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Com- 
pany. 

Aid.  Lee— I  dislike  very  much  to  have  to 
oppose  the  reference  of  this  report  back  to  the 
committee.  I  would  much  rather  that  the 
alderman  on  my  right  had  made  a  motion  to 
send  it  to  some  other  committee.  The  Commit- 
tee on  Sewers,  to  whom  this  petition  and  order 
were  referred,  had  given  this  matter  careful 
attention  and  consideration.  They  have  visited 
the  premises,  and  found  the  condition  of  the 
dock,  not  as  the  alderman  on  my  right  would 
have  the  honorable  members  of  this  Board  be- 
lieve, but  they  found  that  the  abutters  upon 
that  canal  were  more  responsible  for  the  filling 
up  of  that  dock  than  the  city  of  Boston.  It  was 
evident  to  your  committee,  Mr.  Chairman,  that 
certain  abutters  along  the  line  of  that  dock 
never  hesitated  to  shovel  or  brush  whatever  rub- 
bish might  accumulate  upon  their  wharves  into 
the  canal.  Now  the  alderman  on  my  right  tells 
you  that  the  surface  drainage  has  filled  th  is  dock. 
Why,  I  might  come  in  here  from  the  district 
which  I  represent  and  say  to  this  honorable 
Board  that  docks  bordering  along  upon  the  line 
of  Charles  river  should  be  dredged.  Why?  Be- 
cause the  surface  water  flows  down  there  and 
empties  into  those  docks.  It  is  the  first  time 
since  I  have  been  a  member  of  this  Board  that  I 
have  ever  been  told  or  have  ever  had  it  inti- 
mated to  me  that  the  city  of  Boston  was  respon- 
sible for  surface  drainage.  If  the  city  is  respon- 
sible for  surface  drainage,  then  I  say,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, that  the  moment  you  establish  that  fact 
you  will  have  to  appropriate  thousands  of  dol- 
lars to  remedy  the  evil,  if  it  exists,  and  it  cer- 
tainly must  exist  if  what  the  alderman  on  my 
right  says  is  true.  Now  the  first  intimation  your 
committee  had  was  that  in  that  locality  several 
sewers  empty  into  the  Roxbury  canal.  There 
isn't  a  drop  of  sewage  from  the  city  of  Boston 
that  empties  into  the  Roxbury  canal,  and  in 
cases  of  heavy  storms  the  overflow  which 
empties  into  the  Roxbury  canal  has  not  taxed 
it  at  all,  and  it  appeared  to  your  committee, 
from  statements  made  by  gentlemen  who  are 
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conversant  with  all  the  facts  in  the  case,  that 
the  emptying  of  that  overflow  was  more  of  a 
benefit  to  the  Roxbury  canal  than  it  was  adetri 
ment— that  it  produced  a  current  and  would 
force  rubbish,  that  would  settle  at  the  end  of 
the  canal,  out.  Now  there  are  docks,  as  the  al- 
derman on  my  right  from  the  East  Boston  dis- 
trict has  said,  that  we  do  empty  sewage  into. 
But  has  any  member  of  this  Board  ever  heard 
where  any  of  those  gentlemen  have  appeared 
here  and  asked  that  those  docks  be  cleared?  No. 
I  say  so  without  fear  of  contradiction.  But  the 
whole  gist  of  this  matter  is  simply  this,  and  it 
is  ill-timed  and  would  be  ill-advised  for 
the  members  of  this  Board  to  step  in  now  and 
say  that  a  certain  amount  should  be  appro- 
priated to  dredge  tbis  dock  when  certain  gen- 
tlemen who  are  abutters  along  upon  the  line  of 
that  dock  have  suits  now  pending  in  your  courts 
against  the  city  of  Boston.  H  seems  to  me,  in 
view  of  that  fact,  that  no  action  should  be 
taken,  and  I  think  the  conclusions  that  the 
committee  arrived  at  were  honorable,  just  and 
equitable  to  all  parties.  Until  those  suits  are 
decided  and  some  higher  authority  than  the 
opinion  of  any  one  individual,  or  I  might  say  of 
this  Board,  is  obtained,  I  say  that  we  should  not 
take  any  such  action  as  has  been  proposed  in 
this  matter.  Until  those  suits  are  decided  let 
the  question  stand.  If  the  Supreme  Court  says 
that  we  are  obliged  to  do  this,  and  these  parties 
find  judgment  against  the  city,  then  I  say  it  is 
time  for  us  to  take  some  such  action,  but,  if  the 
judgment  is  the  other  way,  then  I  say,  as  1  have 
been  maintaining  m  support  of  the  report  of 
that  committee,  that  the  city  of  Boston  should 
not  expend  $1  in  dredging  the  Roxbury  canal.  I 
am  willing  that  a  vote  should  be  taken,  but  I 
shall,  later  on,  move  the  indefinite  postpone- 
ment of  the  order,  providing  the  reference  does 
not  prevail,  and  permit  the  alderman,  later  on, 
if  the  cases  in  court,  as  I  have  said,  are  decided 
against  the  city,  to  then  come  in  and  propose 
some  such  action,  as  the  city  would  be  then  in 
duty  bound  to  act  in  the  matter  as  coming  from 
a  higher  tribunal  than  either  a  head  of  a  de- 
partment or  this  Board. 

Aid.  IN .  G.  Smith— Do  I  understand  the  alder- 
man to  say  that  there  are  suits  pending  in  the 
city  with  regard  to  the  dredging  of  that  canal? 

Aid.  Lee — I  say  there  are  isuits  now  pending 
for  acts  done  by  the  city  in  filling  the  canal. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— That  part  of  it? 

Aid.  Lee — Yes,  sir;  as  I  understand  it  from 
the  corporation  counsel's  office. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith — I  knew  there  were  suits 
pending  for  the  taking  of  land,  but  I  was  not  in- 
formed that  any  suit  was  pending  with  refer- 
ence to  the  filling  of  the  canal  or  dredging  it. 
But  in  reference  to  this  affair,  I  am  told,  and  I 
believe  correctly,  that  the  city  officials  promise 
to  remove  the  deposit  that  would  be  caused  by 
turning  the  sewer  temporarily  into  that  canal, 
during  the  building  of  the  main  sewerage  sys- 
tem. I  am  also  told  and  I  believe  by  the  city 
authorities  themselves,  that  in  compliance  with 
that  agreement  they  have  already  dredged  this 
canal  more  than  once.  If  that  is  a  fact,  that 
they  have  cleared  out  this  canal  once  or  more 
than  once  for  the  reason  that  they  deposited 
sewage  in  there,  then  the  same  reason  pre- 
vails why  they  should  remove  the  present  de- 
posit. That  is  if  it  was  made  in  that  way,  and 
that  is  the  charge  of  the  petitioner,  that  this 
deposit  was  largely  made  during  the  work  on 
the  improved  sewerage  when  it  was  necessary 
to  turn  the  sewage  of  that  district  into  that  ca- 
nal. That  is  the  reason  they  ask  that  it  may  be 
dredged  now— not  because  it  is  rilled  up  by  sur- 
face water,  but  because  it  was  filled  up  by  the 
waole  sewage  of  that  district  being  turned  in 
there  temporarily,  at  the  request  of  the  city  of- 
ficials, and  on  the  condition  that  they  should 
remove  it. 

The  question  was  put  on  recommittal  to  the 
Committee  on  Sewers  (Aid.)  The  Chair  was  in 
doubt,  a  rising'  vote  was  taken,  and  the  motion 
to  recommit  was  lost,  four  members  voting  in 
the  affirmative  and  five  in- the  negative. 

The  question  came  on  the  acceptance  of  the 
report. 

Aid.  Lee— I  move  that  the  report  be  accepted, 
and  I  will  then  move  the  indefinite  postpone- 
ment of  the  order. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question 
came  on  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
order.  Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  moved  that  the  order 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Health;  de- 


clared lost.  Aid.  Smith  doubted  the  vote,  a 
rising  vote  was  taken  and  the  motion  to  refer 
the  order  to  the  Committee  on  Health  was  lost, 
two  members  voting' in  the  affirmative,  five  in 
the  negative. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  the  order 
was  carried.   Aid.  Lee  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

sewers. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Sewers  (Aid.): 

Reports  and  orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on 
Monday,  June  13,  at  4  o'clock  P.M.,  on  the  ex- 
pediency of  constructing  common  sewers  as 
follows: 

In  Withington  street,  running  180  feet  south 
from  Euclid  street,  Ward  24. 

In  Columbia  street,  between  Main  and  Per- 
kins streets.  Ward  4. 

In  Poplar  street,  Ward  23,  between  Washing- 
ton and  Ashland  streets. 

In  Centre  street,  Ward  23,  between  Paul  Gore 
street  and  Centre  street  sewer  termination. 

In  Austin  street,  Ward  5,  between  Lawrence 
street  and  Rutherford  avenue. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed. 

Preambles  and  orders  for  the  construction  of 
common  sewers  follows : 

In  Chestnut-hill  avenue,  running  200  feet, 
more  or  less,  southerly. 

In  Washington  street.  Ward  25,  between  Par- 
sons street  and  Harvard  place. 

hi  Howard  and  Wayland  streets  and  through 
private  land  to  Dorchester-brook  sewer. 

In  Spring  street,  Ward  S,  between  Poplar  and 
Allen  streets. 

Orders  passed,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Ordered,  That  the  sewer  assessment  levied 
against  the  estate  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Jones  for  a 
sewer  in  Tremont  street,  amounting  to  §39.31,  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  abated  on  account  of  no 
benefit  derived. 

Passed,  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Repcrt  on  the  petition  of  James  A.  King,  that 
he  maybe  paid  the  balance  due  him  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  tunnel  sewer  in  Centre  street, 
Dorchester. 

Accepted, 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Andrew  McLaughlin 
for  pay  for  labor  on  Stony  Brook,  etc.    Recom- 
mending reference  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 
Report  accepted,  and  said  reference  ordered. 
seventeenth  of  JUNE. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Ordinances,  to  whom  was 
referred  by  the  Common  Council  the  order  to 
close  City  Hall  on  the  17th  of  June,  and  for  dis- 
playing the  flags  on  the  public  buildings  on  that 
day,  etc. .having  considered  the  subject,  respect- 
fully recommend  the  passage  of  the  order  in  the 
following  new  draft : 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Hall  and  public  offices 
be  closed  on  the  17th  of  June,  1887. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  new  draft, 
under  suspension  of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

ENGINEER  OF  BROADWAY  BRIDGE. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Ordinances,  to  whom  was 
referred  by  the  Common  Council,  the  order  to 
report  the  changes  that  have  been  made  hi 
Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1885, 
respectfully  report  in  part  at  this  time  by  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following  ordi- 
nance : 

An  Ordinance 
To  amend  Chapter  G  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1885. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordi- 
nances of  1885  is  hereby  amended  in  Section  1, 
in  the  clause  relating  to  the  engineer  of  Broad- 
way bridge  by  striking  out  the  words,  "one  en- 
gineer whose  yearly  salary  shall  be  $800,"  and 
inserting  the  words  "two  engineers,  whose  year- 
ly salary  shall  be  .$800  each"  in  place  thereof. 

Report  accepted,  ordinance  passed  under 
suspension  of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

HOLIDAYS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  whom  was 
referred  by  the  Common  Council,  the  ordinance 
to  amend  Chapter  4  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1885,  relating  to  city  offices  and  city  officers, 
having  considered  the  subject,  respectfully  re- 
commend the  passage  of  the  ordinance  in  the 
following  now  draft : 
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An  Ordinance 
To  Amend  Chapter  4  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1885. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 

follows : 

Section  1.  Chapter  4  of  the  Revised  Ordi- 
nances of  1885,  as  amended  in  section  4,  by  Chap- 
ter 51  of  the  ordinances  of  1886,  is  hereby  further 
amended,  in  said  section,  by  inserting  after  the 
word  "holidays,"  in  the  fifth  line  thereof,  the 
words,  "and  the  anniversary  of  the  Battle  of 
Bunker  Hill." 

Said  chapter  is  also  further  amended,  in  sec- 
tion 5,  by  adding  thereto  the  following  words, 
"and  the  anniversary  of  the  Battle  of  Bunker 
Hill." 

Report  accepted,  ordinance  passed  under  sus- 
pension of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

PUBLIC    LIBRARY. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Ordinances,  to  whom  was 
referred  by  the  Common  Council  the  request  of 
the  trustees  of  the  Public  Library,  transmitted 
by  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  asking  for  authority  to 
devote  to  the  uses  of  the  library  the  income 
from  fines  and  from  the  sale  of  catalogues,  etc., 
having  considered  the  subject,  respectfully  rec- 
ommend the  passage  of  the  following  ordinance 
amending  the  ordinance  on  Public  Library  so  as 
to  give  the  trustees  the  desired  authority: 

An  Ordinance 
To  amend  Chapter  40  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1885. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Chapter  40  of  the  Revised  Ordi- 
nances of  1885  is  hereby  amended  by  adding 
thereto  the  following  section,  to  be  numbered 
Sec.  5  of  said  chapter: 

"Sec.  5.  All  fines  collected  by  the  Public 
Library,  and  all  money  received  by  the  Board  of 
Trustees  from  the  sale  of  catalogues,  waste 
paper,  old  books  or  other  material,  shall  be  re- 
tained and  expended  by  said  Board  of  Trustees 
for  the  general  purposes  of  the  library,  in  addi- 
tion to  any  general  appropriations.  But  such 
sums  shall  be  accounted  for  by  the  said  trustees 
in  the  annual  report  of  their  acts  and  expendi- 
tures. 

"Sec.  7  of  Chanter  15  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1885  shall  not  apply  to  the  matters  hereinbe- 
fore named." 

Report  accepted,  ordinance  passed  under  sus- 
pension of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

SALE  OK  PETROLEUM  AND  OILS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  reports  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Fire  Department  (Aid.),  that  licenses  be 
f  ranted  on  the  conditions  recommended  by  the 
ire  Commissioners,  on  the  following  peti- 
tions : 

Jenney  Manufacturing  Company,  for  licenses 
to  manufacture,  refine,  mix,  store  and  keep  for 
sale  products  of  petroleum,  at  their  works  on 
First  street,  South  Boston  ;  also  to  store  and 
keep  for  sale  at  No.  2  Central  wharf,  and  at  lot 
on  Central  wharf. 

C.  A.  Whitteniore  &  Co.,  for  renewal  of  their 
license  to  store,  and  keep  for  sale,  oils  or  fluids 
composed  wholly  or  in  part  of  the  products  of 
petroleum,  at  No.  31  India  street,  first  floor. 

Reports  accepted,  and  said  licenses  granted  on 
the  said  conditions. 

COMMON  AND  PUBLIC  GROUNDS. 

Aid.  Lek  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Common,  etc. : 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Alfred  Bunker  and 
others,  asking  that  the  iron  fence  around  Cedar 
square,  Roxbury,  be  repaired— That  it  is  inex- 
pedient to  take  any  action,  as  there  are  no 
available  funds  for  the  purpose  in  the  appropri- 
ation for  the  Department. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  order  of  inquiry  in  relation  to 
the  plank  walks,  recently  removed  from  the 
Common  and  other  public  grounds— That  the 
said  plank  walks  are  properly  stored  and  cared 
for  by  the  Superintendent. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  John  E.  Blakemore 
and  others,  that  a  playground  be  provided  for 
the  children  in  Roslindale,  recommending  the 
passage  of  the  following  order : 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Com- 
mon be  authorized  to  obtain  the  use  of  a  tract 
of  land  in  Roslindale,  for  a  playground  for  the 
children,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $100,  to 


be  charged  to  the  special  appropriation  for 
playgrounds,  Common,  etc. 

Report  accepted,  and  the  question  came  o» 
passage  of  the  order. 

Aid.  Lee— I  desire  to  amend  that  order  by 
striking  out  $100  and  inserting  $150.  I  have 
talked  with  several  gentlemen  in  that  locality 
in  regard  to  the  matter,  and  they  have  told  me 
it  would  be  almost  impossible  to  get  a  lot  which 
they  desire,  containing  about  four  acres  for 
$100.  For  $100  it  would  apparently  be  impossi- 
ble to  get  a  playground  in  that  locality  suitable 
to  the  children  of  the  district.  I  move  to  amend 
the  order  so  that  it  will  read  $150. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order 
as  amended  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  order  requesting  the  superin- 
tendent of  Common  to  provide  ice  for  the 
Coggswell  fountain,  respectfully  report  no  fur- 
ther action  necessary,  as  the  fountain  is  supplied. 

Report  on  the  order  to  oppose  any  legislation 
tending  directly  or  indirectly  to  the  destruction 
of  any  of  the  trees  on  the  Common— That  no  fur- 
ther action  necessary.  Severally  accepted.  Sent 
down. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  George  W.  Warren 
and  others,  that  a  playground  be  provided  for 
the  boys  of  Ward  25,  recommending  the  passage 
of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  Common 
be  authorized  to  obtain  the  use  of  a  tract  of  land 
in  Brighton  for  a  playground  for  the  boys  of  said 
district,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $200,  to  be 
charged  to  the  special  appropriation  for  play- 
grounds, Common,  etc. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

Munic  Stand  on  Common. 

Report  on  the  order  for  repairing  the  music 
stand  on  the  Common,  having  considered  the 
subject,  respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  order  in  the  following  new  draft : 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  Common 
be  authorized  to  cause  the  music  stand  on  the 
Common  to  be  painted  and  repaired  in  season 
for  the  summer  concerts  at  an  expense  not  ex- 
ceeding the  sum  of  $300,  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  incidentals. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was 
read  once. 

Aid.  Lee— I  would  like  to  inquire  if  there  has 
been  any  money  left  in  incidentals  since  the 
queen  left  the  city?  As  I  understand  the  alder- 
man on  my  left,  this  order  is  reported  from 
the  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares.  It 
seems  to  me  it  ought  to  be  a  transfer  from  the 
reserve  fund,  as  1  don't  think  there  has  been  a 
dollar  left  in  incidentals  now. 

Aid.  Capen— I  would  say  to  the  gentleman 
that  I  don't  know  anything  about  the  state  of 
the  incidental  fund  or  about  entertaining  the 
queen  or  anything  of  the  kind.  All  I  know  is 
that  the  matter  was  before  the  committee  and 
they  took  this  action. 

Aid. Lee— I  didn't  suppose  the  alderman  would 
take  my  remarks  in  the  spirit  he  has.  If  I  had 
reported  an  order  from  the  committee  here  I 
would  have  been  satisfied  in  my  own  mind  be- 
fore I  would  have  reported  the  order  and  nut 
my  signature  to  it  that  there  was  money  in  the 
appropriation  to  comply  with  the  order.  I  have 
asked  him  a  simple  question- 
Aid   Capen— I  don't  know  anything  about  it. 

Aid.  Lee— Then  1  move  that  the  order  be  re- 
committed to  a  committee,  if  the  gentleman 
who  submitted  it  don't  know  anything  about  it. 
He  ought  to  look  into  it  more  thoroughly,  and 
he  cannot  vote  intelligently  on  the  order  until 
lie  does  know  something  about  it.  I  move  that 
it  be  recommitted  to  a  committee. 

Aid.  Capen — I  put  this  in  because  Aid.  Allen, 
who  is  chairman  of  the  committee,  is  away. 
The  work  is  needed  and  badly  needed.  So  far 
as  there  being  any  money  in  the  incidental  fund 
I  don't  know  anything  about  it.  But  I  am  per- 
fectly willing  the  matter  should  be  recommitted 
back. 

The  subject  was  recommitted  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Common  and  Squares. 

Later  in  the  session  Aid.  Maguire  moved  to 
reconsider  the  vote.  The  reconsideration  was 
declared  lost.  Aid.  Maguire  doubted  the  vote, 
and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  recon- 
sideration was  carried ;  yeas  6,  nays  5. 

Yeas— Aid.  Bromwich,  Lee,  Maguire,  Mc- 
Laughlin, N.  G.  Smith,  Sullivan— 6. 
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Nays— Aid.  Capen,  Carroll,  Donovan.  Ames, 
C.  W.  Smith— 5. 

Aid.  Capen  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule 
that  the  order  might  be  put  on  its  passage. 

Aid.  Lee— It  seems  to  me  before  we  suspend 
the  rule  that  a  gentleman  who  has  so  ardously 
labored  with  his  associates  in  the  Board  to  re- 
consider that  vote,  and  has  inchued  me  to 
change  my  vote,  should  give  his  reasons  to  this 
Board,  and  before  I  can  consent  to  allow  this 
order  to  pass  I  desire  to  get  that  information, 
and  if  satisfied  I  have  no  doubt  but  what  his 
associates,  in  the  Board  will  vote  with  him.  If 
not,  I  know  of  no  reason  why  I  should  change 
my  vote. 

Aid,  Maguibe— I  was  at  the  meeting  of  the 
committee  when  Mr.  Doogue  appeared  before 
the  committee  and  said  that  it  would  require 
$300  to  repair  the  music  stand.  Members  of  this 
Board  well  know  that  there  has  been  $0000  pro- 
vided for  music.  Now  the  music  stand  is  today 
in  a  very  unsafe  condition,  and  the  uuderpining 
and  floor  are  gone  so  that  it  cannot  be  used. 
The  superintendent  urged  on  the  committee 
the  importance  of  appropriating  this  money  be- 
cause the  stand  was  at  present  unsafe.  There 
are  to  be  concerts  given  on  the  Common  very 
shortly,  and  I  see  by  the  report  of  the  auditor 
that  there  is  the  incidental  fund  $8447.82  left, 
and  the  amount  asked  for  being  only  $300.  I 
move  to  reconsider  so  as  to  give  them  time  to 
make  the  repairs.  It  was  estimated  that  it 
would  cost  $150  to  fix  the  underpining  and  $150 
to  do  the  painting. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  would  inquire  why  the 
superintendent  doesn't  take  this  out  of  his  own 
appropriation. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  will  answer  the  alderman  in 
this  way,  that  the  appropriation  of  the  superin- 
tendent has  been  lowered  this  year,  and  he  says 
he  cannot  take  one  cent  to  do  any  special  work 
— that  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  for  him  to 
take  care  of  it  with  the  amount  of  money  appro- 
priated. I  will  inform  the  alderman  from  the 
11th  district  that  the  concerts  commence  a  week 
from  Sunday,  and  it  will  be  necessary  to  pass 
the  order  this  afternoon  in  order  to  have  this 
fixed  up  by  that  time. 

The  rule  was  declared  suspended. 

Aid.  Carroll  doubted  the  vote,  and  a  rising 
vote  was  taken  and  the  rule  was  suspended, 
three  members  voting  in  the  affirmative  and  five 
in  the  negative.  Aid.  Maguire  doubted  the  vote 
and  called  for  a  verification  by  yeas  and  navs. 

The  rule  was  not  suspended ;  yeas  5,  nays  6 : 

Yeas— Aid.  Bromwich, Capen, Haynes,Maguire, 
McLaughlin— 5. 

Nays— Aid.  Carroll,  Donovan,  Lee,  N.  G.  Smith, 
C.  W.  Smith,  Sullivan-6. 

RAILROAD— ORDER  OF  NOTICE. 

Aid.  Capen  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Railroads  on  the  petition  of  the  Bos- 
ton Consolidated  Street  Railway  Company  to 
construct  tracks  in  Haymarket  Square,  etc. 
(referred  June  7.  1887) — That  an  order  of  notice 
be  passed  for  a  hearing  thereon  on  Monday, 
June  27,  at  4  o'clock  P.  M. 

Report  accepted,  and  order  of  notice  passed. 

CONFEDERATE    VETERANS. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  John  A.  Andrew  Post  15. 
G.  A.  R.,  for  an  appropriation  of  not  over  $2500, 
and  the  appointment  of  a  joint  special  commit- 
tee on  the  occasion  of  the  visit  of  the  Robert  E. 
Lee  Camp  of  Confederate  Veterans  of  Rich- 
mond, Va.,  having  considered  the  subject,  re- 
spectfully recommend  that  the  petitioners  have 
leave  to  withdraw,  on  the  ground  that  the  cor- 
poration counsel  has  decided  that  it  would  be 
illegal  for  the  City  Council  to  make  such  an  ap- 
propriation. 

The  decision  referred  to  is  as  follows : 

Corporation  Counsel's  Office, 
14  Beacon   Street, 

Boston,  June  4, 1887. ! 
To  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Gentlemen,— Referring  to  the  petition  of  John 
A.  Andrew  Post  15,  G.  A.  R.,  for  an  appropriation 
of  $2500  from  the  city  to  meet  portion  of  the  ex- 
pense of  entertaining  the  R.  E.  Lee  Camp  of 
Confederate  Volunteers,  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  the  City  Council  cannot  legally  make  such 
an  appropriation  as  is  asked  for  by  the  petition- 
ers. Very  respectfully, 

E.  P.  Nettleton, 

Corporation  Counsel, 


Report  accepted. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith — After  that  report  has  been 
accepted,  I  desire  to  say  just  a  word  in  connec- 
tion with  it.  The  petition  was  put  in  by  Post  15, 
and,  under  the  decision  of  the  corporation  coun- 
sel, it  was  illegal,  and  could  not  be  acted  on  by 
this  body.  It  seems  to  me  this  is  a  matter  that 
some  notice  should  be  taken  of  by  the  city.  This 
organization  is  to  come  to  the  city  of  Boston, 
and  with  it  many  distinguished  men  from  our 
sister  State  of  Virginia,  and  it  is  but  fit  that 
proper,  suitable  and  respectful  notice  should  be 
taken  of  their  visit  to  this  city.  I  am  told  by 
members  of  the  Grand  Army  who  are  interested 
in  this  matter  that  they  do  not  desire  any  ap- 
propriation to  be  made.  They  have  all  the 
money  for  the  entertainment  that  they  desire, 
and  they  only  request  that  some  notice  may  be 
taken  of  such  distinguished  gentlemen  as 
Gorvernor  Fitz  Hugh  Lee  of  Virginia,  ex-Gover- 
nor Wise,  and  many  others.  For  that  reason  I 
move  a  suspension  of  the  rule  that  I  may  offer 
an  order  bearing  up  on  that  point. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  offered  an  order— That  His 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  extend  the 
hospitalities  of  the  city  to  Robert  E.  Lee  Camp 
of  Confederate  Veterans  and  the  distinguished 
citizens  of  Virginia  who  will  accompany  said 
body  on  the  occasion  of  their  proposed  visit  to 
this  city  the  present  month. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule.  Sent 
down. 

PHYSICAL     LABORATORIES. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Finance : 

Report  on  the  request  of  the  School  Commit- 
tee, that  provision  be  made  for  a  physical  labo- 
ratory in  the  Boys'  Latin  School,  having  consid- 
ered the  subject,  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  public 
buildings  be  authorized  to  provide  a  physical 
laboratory  in  the  Boys' Latin  School,  at  an  ex- 
pense not  exceeding  the  sum  of  $1000,  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  schoolhouses. 
public  buildings. 

Report  on  the  request  of  the  School  Commit- 
tee, that  provision  be  made  for  a  physical  labo- 
ratory in  the  Girls'  High  and  Latin  School,  rec- 
ommending the  passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  public 
buildings  be  authorized  to  provide  a  physical 
laboratory  in  the  Girls'  High  and  Latin  School, 
at  an  expense  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  $500,  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  school- 
houses,  public  buildings. 

Reports  severally  accepted,  orders  passed 
under  suspension  of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

LONG    ISLAND. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  request  of  the  Directors  for  Public 
Institutions,  for  a  transfer  of  appropriation  for 
wharf  at  Long  Island  to  that  for  home  for  pau- 
pers at  Long  Island,  having  considered  the  sub- 
ject respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
following  order : 

Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  be  authorized 
to  transfer  the  sum  of  $4500,  from  the  appropria- 
tion tor  wharf  at  Long  Island  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  home  for  paupers  at  Long  Island. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule ;  yeas  11, 
nays  0.    Sent  down. 

CLAIMS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Claims: 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Mary  A.  Carter,  for 
compensation  for  personal  injuries  received  from 
a  fall  on  the  sidewalk  on  Winter  street,  having 
considered  the  subject,  respectfully  recommend 
that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw,  as 
the  claim  has  been  settled  by  the  owner  of  the 
property  in  front  of  which  she  fell. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  John  and  George  H. 
Cavanagh  for  compensation  on  account  of  the 
construction  of  a  dam  over  their  land  and  flats 
in  the  South  bay,  in  1880— That  the  petitioners 
have  leave  to  withdraw. 

Reports  severally  accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Benjamin  K.  Bliss,  to 
be  compensated  for  personal  injurias  received 
from  a  fall  in  Bedford  street,  Jan.  30,  1886— 
Recommending  the  passage  of  the  following  or- 
der: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Benjamin  K.  Bliss  the  sum  of  $1000,  in  settle- 
ment of  his  claim  against  the  city  for  personal 
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injuries  received  on  account  of  a  defect  in  Bed- 
ford street,  Jan.  30,  1886 ;  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  paving. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving  (Aid.): 

Reports  and  orders— That  the  superintendent 
of  streets  be  directed  to  furnish  and  set  edge- 
stones  and  pave  the  sidewalk  with  brick  in 
front  of  the  following  estates : 

Mrs.  S.  C.  McAdams.  775  East  Fifth  street. 

William  H.  Smith,  306,  308,  310,  324  and  32G 
"West  Cnester  park. 

Albion  Knowlton,  132  and  134  Huntington  ave- 
nue. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Reports  and  orders — That  the  superintendent 
of  streets  be  directed  to  pave  the  sidewalk  with 
brick  in  front  of  the  following  estates: 

Christopher  Ungemach,  37  P  street. 

E.  M;  McPherson,  183,  185,  187  and  1S9  Havre 
street. 

Jane  Lavery,  158  Havre  street. 

Arthur  F.  Kellough.  293  Havre  street. 

Margaret  C.  Hayward,  5  High  street,  Ward  24. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions  to  move  buildings  as  follows : 

John  J.  Ahern,  to  move  wooden  building  from 
1464  Tremont  street  to  11  Cragen  street,  "Ward  22. 

William  R.  Cavanagh,  to  move  wooden  build- 
ing from  rear  977  Adams  street  to  rear  875  Adams 
street,  Ward  24. 

John  Soley,  to  move  wooden  building  from  28 
Winthrop  street  to  35  Lyr.de  street,  Ward  5. 

John  Soley,  to  move  wooden  building  from 
Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  railroad  to  machine  shop 
of  said  railroad. . 

Reports  accepted,  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

Ordered,  That  a  license  be  granted,  on  the 
usual  conditions,  to  P.  A.  Burns,  owner  of  es- 
tate corner  of  Warren  and  Lansing  streets,  to 
construct  and  maintain  two  openings  on  Warren 
street  and  one  on  Lansing  street,  to  be  covered 
with  suitable  iron  covers. 

Ordered,  That  a  license  be  granted,  on  the 
usual  conditions,  to  Thomas  F.  Edmands  and 
J.  Rayner  Edmands,  trustees  of  estate  of  John 
Rayner,  owner  of  estate  numbered  14  Elm  street, 
Ward  7,  to  construct  and  maintain  an  excava- 
tion, to  be  covered  by  a  suitable  iron  covering, 
properly  secured. 

Orders  severally  passed,  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 

Report  on  the  communication  of  His  Honor 
the  Mayor,  relative  to  the  unsafe  condition  of 
the  bridge  of  the  New  York  &  New  England 
railroad  over  Quincy  street— That  the  commit- 
tee have  fully  considered  the  subject  and  con- 
sulted with  the  railroad  authorities,  the  Law 
Department  and  the  Engineer's  Department, 
and  report  that  the  bridge  is  in  a  very  unsafe 
condition ;  that  the  cost  of  rebuilding  with  new 
abutments,  leaving  a  space  between  them  of 
the  full  width  of  the  street,  will  be  $7000,  and 
that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  doing  this  work, 
and  recommending  the  passage  of  the  following 
order : 

Ordere'd,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  author- 
ized, in  behalf  of  the  city,  to  execute  an  agree- 
ment with  the  New  York&  New  England  Rail- 
road Company  for  the  rebuilding  of  the  railroad 
bridge  over  Quincy  street  so  as  to  secure  a  clear 
space  of  at  least  11%  feet  between  the  bottom  of 
the  bridge  and  the  top  of  the  roadway ;;  the  same 
to  be  built  under  the  supervision  of  the  chief 
engineer  of  said  railroad  company  and  of  the 
city  engineer,  and  in  accordance  with  plans  to 
be  made  by  the  chief  engineer  of  said  company 
and  approved  by  the  city  engineer;  the  abut- 
ments to  be  placed  on  a  line  to  be  determined 
by  said  engineers,  provided  that  there  shall  be  a 
clear  space  of  at  least  38  feet  between  them  ;  the 
expense  of  said  bridge  to  be  equally  divided  be- 
tween the  city  and  said  railroad  company. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
be  authorized  to  pave  Washington  street  with 
granite  blocks,  from  Dale  to  Elmore  street,  the 
expense  of  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  paving. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 


be  authorized  to  pave  the  sidewalk  with  brick, 
on  the  northerly  side  of  Border  street,  between 
the  ferry  and  Sumner  street,  one-half  the  cost 
of  same,  to  be  assessed  on  the  owners  of  abut- 
ting estates. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
be  requested  to  grade  and  put  in  condition  for 
public  travel,  Stanwood  avenue,  Dorchester, 
as  laid  out  by  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners. 

Ordered,  That  the  payments  to  the  contractor 
for  grading  Massachusetts  avenue  as  they  be- 
come due,  shall  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  the  Paving  Department,  not  to  exceed 
$10,000. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
be  authorized  to  re-surface  Kilby  street,  from 
State  street  to  Liberty  square,  with  Barber  as- 
phalt, the  expense  not  to  exceed  $1900,  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  paving. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
be  authorized  to  re-surface  Columbus  avenue, 
from  Holyoke  street  to  West  Chester  park,  on 
the  westerly  side,  with  Barber  asphalt,  the  ex- 
pense not  to  exceed  $9000,  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  paving. 

Ordered,  That  a  license  be  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions  to  the  F.  P.  Robinson  Company, 
owner  of  estate  on  Centre,  near  LaGrange  street, 
Ward  23,  (o  construct  and  maintain  an  iron  pipe 
under  and  across  Centre  street,  for  the  convey- 
ance of  water. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
be  authorized  to  pave  the  sidewalk  with  brick 
(where  not  already  laid)  on  the  southerly  side  of 
Ashmont  street,  between  Dorchester  avenue 
and  Carruth  street,  Ward  24,  one  half  the  ex- 
pense to  be  assessed  on  the  owners  of  abutting 
estates. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
be  authorized  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones,  and 
pave  the  sidewalk  with  brick,  on  a  portion  of 
Smyrna  street,  southwesterly  side,  one  half  of 
the  expense  of  same  to  be  assessed  on  the  owners 
of  abutting  estates. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
he  authorized  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones, 
pave  the  gutters,  and  macadamize  and  put  in 
order  for  public  travel,  Fairview  street,  Ward 
23.  one  half  the  cost  of  furnishing  and  setting; 
sa id  edgestones  to  be  assessed  on  the  owners  of 
abutting  estates. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
be  requested  to  pave  with  bricks  the  sidewalk  in 
front  of  the  Martin  schoolhouse. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
be  authorized  to  pave  the  sidewalk  with  brick  in 
front  of;  estates  Nos.  1,  3.  Sand  7  Swett  street, 
one-half  the  cost  of  same  to  be  assessed  on  the 
owners  of  abutting  estates. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
be  authorized  to  pave  Harrison  avenue  with 
granite  blocks,  from  Oak  to  Dover  street,  the 
expense  of  same  to  be  charged  t<*the  appropria- 
tion for  paving1. 

Ordered.  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
be  authorized  to  pave  Lincoln  street  with  gran- 
ite blocks,  from  Beach  to  Kneelaud  street,  the 
expense  of  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  paying. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
be  authorized  to  close  Moore  street,  East  Boston, 
to  public  travel,  duringrebuilding  on  said  street 
by  Rev.  Hugh  Roe  O'Donnell. 

Orders  severally  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 

Ordered,  That  Parnell  street  be  paved  with 
granite  blocks. 

Aid.  Sullivan— We  have  a  Parnell  street  in 
East  Boston.  I  didn't  know  that  there  was  an 
order  or  any  action  coming  in  this  afternoon, 
but  I  should  be  very  glad  to  see  that  street 
paved  with  granite  blocks. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  would  ask  of  the  chairman 
of  Committeeon  Paving  where  Parnell  street  is? 

Aid.  Maguire— I  didn't  know  there  was  such 
an  order  here.  But  1  suppose  it  came  in  with 
some  other  matters  that  were  offered. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  would  inform  Aid.  Carroll 
that  Parnell  street  is  on  Orient  Heights,  East 
Boston. 

Aid.  Lee— It  seems  to  me  the  gentleman 
should  explain  about  Orient  Heights.  I  should 
call  it  Orient  Flats.  Here  is  an  order  comes 
before  this  Board  and  tho  chairman  of  the 
committee  presented  it  and  there  was  nothing 
about  it,  and  his  associates  sit  and  say  nothing-. 
Whether  it  has  been  before  the  committee  or 
not  I  don't  know. 
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Aid.  Capen— I  would  state  that  this  has  not 
come  before  the  committee,  but  is  a  private 
order  of  Aid.  Maguire's  on  his  own  account. 
We  have  never  seen  it. 

Aid.  Lee— As  I  understood  the  order  it  was  to 
pave  Parnell  street  with  granite  blocks,  and  as 
I  don't  see  that  it  is  to  be  charged  to  anything  I 
would  ask  that  it  be  recommitted  to  the  com- 
mittee. 

Aid.  Bromwich— As  I  am  one  of  the  associates 
on  that  committee  who  has  been  referred  to  as 
saying  nothing,  I  will  say  that  I  never  can  get 
a  chance  to  say  anything.  The  other  side  of 
the  chamber  makes  all  the  talk,  and  we  are 
very  lucky  indeed  if  we  can  get  a  word  in  edge- 
wise. [Laughter.]  Therefore  I  hope  you  will 
pardon  us  for  not  making  ourselves  audible  as 
often  as  we  would  wish-  There  was  a  question 
came  up  last  .week  in  regard  to  the  style  of 
paving  used  on  Central  street.  The  chairman 
could  not  think  for  a  moment,  and  there  was 
no  chance  for  the  other  members  of  the  commit- 
tee to  explain  anything ;  and  if  there  had  been, 
they  would  have  given  them  all  the  informa- 
tion you  desired.  The  alderman  from  the  North 
End  says  that  we  were  asleep. 

The  order  was  indefinitely  postponed,  on  mo- 
tion of  Aid.  Lee. 

POLICE. 

Aid.  Maguiee  offered  the  following: 
An  Ordinance 
To  Amend  Chapter  26  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1885. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston  as 
follows : 
Section   1.    Chapter  26  of  the  Revised  Ordi- 
nances of  1885  is  hereby  amended  in  Section  3 
by  striking  out  the  words  "with  the  grade  and 
pay  of  a  patrolman"  wherever  they  occur  in  said 
section. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Police. 

REPAIR  OF  CHARTER  STREET. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  offered  an  order— That  the 
superintendent  of  streets  be  requested  to  have 
Charter  street,  from  Hanover  street  to  Hench- 
man street,  repaired  and  put  in  condition  for 
public  travel. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Paving  (Aid.) 

CITY  COLLECTOR'S  DEPARTMENT. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  offered  an  order— That  the 
city  auditor  be  authorized  to  transfer  from  the 
revenue  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Works  to  the 
appropriation  for  the  City  Collector's  Depart- 
ment the  sum  of  $2000. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

LICENSES. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  submitted  reports  in  favor 
of  granting  minors'  licenses  to  sundry  newsboys, 
bootblacks  and  peddlers. 

Accepted,  and  licenses  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

LAND  DAMAGES. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  orders  to  pay  for  land 
taken  and  all  damages  occasioned  by  the  laying 
out  of  streets  as  follows : 

Albert  R.  Wentworth,  the  sum  of  $2620  for  ex- 
tension of  Humboldt  avenue  from  Munroe  street 
to  Walnut  avenue. 

Sisette  C.  Shaw,  the  sum  of  $10,270  by  the  wid- 
ening of  Harrison  avenue  at  the  corner  of  Essex 
street. 

Thomas  Kelley  the  sum  of  $450  by  the  exten- 
sion of  Bennington  street  from  Wordsworth 
street  to  Saratoga  street,  and  by  grading  said 
Bennington  street  to  the  grade  established 
therefor. 

Orders  severally  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rules. 

FREE  FERRIES  ON  FOURTH  ON  JULY. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
the  directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries  the  sum  of 
$25;  said  sum  to  be  charge  to  the  appropriation 
for  the  celebration  of  the  4th  of  July. 

Ordered,  That  the  directors  of  the  East  Bos- 
ton Ferries  be  requested  to  accept  the  sum  of 
$25  in  lieu  of  tolls  on  the  4th  of  July,  and  to  run 
the  ferries  free  on  that  day;  and  the  city  auditor 
is  directed  to  make  the  entries  necessary  to  carry 
the  orders  into  effect. 

Orders  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan  the  following 
was  taken  from  the  table,  viz. : 


EAST  BOSTON  FERRY  TOLLS. 

26.  Order  that  the  tariff  of  tolls  for  foot-pas- 
sengers and  teams  upon  the  East  Boston  Ferries 
be  amended  and  established  as  printed  in  Doc. 
70,  with  amendments  offered  by  Alderman  Sul- 
livan, April  25  and  May  16.  in  relation  to  foot- 
passengers,  and  that  May  1  be  stricken  out  and 
July  1  inserted. 

The  amendments  were  adopted,  and  the  ques- 
tion came  on  the  passage  of  the  order  as  amend- 
ed. Aid.  Maguire  stated  that  he  was  paired  with 
Aid.  Allen,  who  would  vote  no;  he  himself 
would  vote  yes. 

Aid.  Bromwich  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,- 
and  the  order  was  passed  as  amended— yeas  6, 
nays  4. 

Yeas— Aid.  Capen,  Carroll,  Donovan,  Lee,  Mc- 
Laughlin, Sullivan— 6. 

Nays— Aid.  Bromwich,  Haynes,  N.  G.  Smith, 
C.  W.  Smith-4. 

Aid.  Sullivan  moved  to  reconsider;  lost.  Sent 
down. 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  an  order — That  in  addition  to 
the  amount  already  appropriated  for  the  Fire 
Department  there  be  appropriated  the  further 
sum  of  $3S,000. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

NEW  CAMBRIDGE  BRIDGE. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  C.  W.  Smith,  the  Board 
next  proceeded  to  consider  No.  30,  viz., 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith's  notice  that  he  will  move 
to  reconsider  the  vote  on  the  passage  of  the 
order  authorizing  the  treasurer  to  borrow  $250,- 

000  for  new  Cambridge  bridge. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  would  move  a  reconsid- 
eration of  the  vote  passed  by  this  Board  at  the 
last  regular  meeting  in  regard  to  the  loan  for 
the  new  Cambridge  bridge: 

Aid.  Carroll  —  Mr.  Chairman,  before  any 
action  we  have  taken  in  the  past  should  be  re- 
considered it  seems  to  me  any  gentleman  wish- 
ing to  make  a  motion  to  reconsider  should  pre- 
sent some  facts  or  some  reasons  for  that  motion. 
As  far  as  my  act  was  concerned  in  voting  as  I 
did  at  that  time  I  have  no  reason  to  desire  to 
change  that  vote,  and  I  do  not  propose,  unless 
there  are  some  strong  reasons  given,  to  change 
my  mind.  I  think  that  is  a  position  that  every 
member  of  this  Board  ought  to  maintain. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— My  object  in  giving  notice 
to  the  city  clerk -that  I  should  move  a  reconsid- 
eration was  not  for  the  purpose  of  delaying,  or 
in  expectation  of  defeating  the  building  of  the 
bridge,  for  that  we  could  not  do  if  we  wished, 
and  I  for  one  would  not.  if  I  could.  I  would  like 
to  see  the  bridge  wider  than  the  one  proposed, 
and  also  more  ornamental,  but  I  suppose  the 
only  question  before  the  Board  is  as  to  how  we 
shall  raise  the  necessary  money.  The  Commit- 
tee on  Finance  recommends  the  issuing  of  250 
bonds  of  $1000  each  at  3%  per  cent  interest,  the 
principal  to  he  returned  at  30  vears  from  date. 
It  is  that  bond  which  I  object  to.  Two  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars  is  altogether  too 
small  a  sum  for  the  city  of  Boston  to  postpone 
the  payment  of  for  30  years.  If  the  motion  to 
reconsider  prevails  I  shall  offer  a  substitute 
order  that  the  city  treasurer  be  authorized  to 
issue  five  special  notes  at  $50,000  each,  the  first 
one  to  be  payable  Jan.  1,  1889,  and  one  each  year 
thereafter,  covering  a  period  of  five  years.  That 
would  require  an  increased  tax  rate  of  between 
four  and  five  cents  on  $1000,  and  on  a  tax  rate 
below  $13  on  the  thousand  1  do  not  think  any- 
body would  be  injured  by  such  a  small  increase. 

1  think  the  tendency  in  issuing  bonds  for  small 
amounts  must  be  to  injure  the  credit  of  the  city ; 
it  is  as  much  as  saying  that  we  will  borrow 
small  or  large  amounts  for  as  long  a  time  as  we 
can,  and  that  we  are  not  willing  to  bear  any  por- 
tion of  the  expense  at  the  present  time.  Now 
the  credit  of  the  city  of  Boston  is  good,  but  at 
the  same  time  there  is  no  great  rush  for  its  loans. 
The  city  treasurer,  as  we  all  know,  when  he  ad- 
vertised the  first  time  for  the  Court  House  loan, 
did  not  receive  any  bids.  The  second  time,  1 
think,  there  were  only  two  bids,  so  it  shows  that 
the  loans  are  not  in  any  great  demand.  There  is 
one  other  thing  in  the  report  which  I  object  to, 
and  that  is  that  the  loans  should  be  payable  in 
gold.  I  do  not  know  why  that  was  reported  so 
by  the  Committee  on  Finance,  unless  it  is  that 
they  are  afraid  they  cannot  float  another  3Vi  per 
cent  loan  at  par.  The  last  was  only  a  fraction  of 
1  per  cent  above  par.  It  was  only  a  short  time 
ago  that  the  crSdit  of  even  the  United  States 


BOARD     OF     ALDERMEN 


was  threatened  by  the  cry  which  went  from  one 
end  of  the  country  to  the  other  that  that  which 
was  good  enough  for  the  laboring  man  should 
be  good  enough  for  the  capitalist.  Now  we  pro- 
pose to  pay  the  capitalist  in  gold.  I  do  not  know 
why  the  Finance  Committee  recommended  that 
unless  it  was  that  they  were  afraid  that  they 
could  not  float  the  loan  at  par.  Another  thing— 
the  loan  has  30  years  to  run  and  requires 
a  sinking  fund  to  be  established  for  its  payment. 
I  am  opposed  to  sinking  funds  as  they  are  in 
practice  in  the  city  of  Boston.  In  the  first  place, 
I  believe  that  they  deceive  the  public,  and  there 
is  not  one  man  in  10  who' understands  the 
workings  of  a  sinking  fund.  A  sinking  fund  is 
a  source  of  actual  expense.  I  believe  the  sink- 
ing funds  as  created  by  the  city  of  Boston  in  the 
last  10  or  20  years  have  cost  us  many  thousands 
of  dollars,  and  if  we  had  adopted  the  principle 
10  or  20  years  ago  of  paying  a  proportionate  part 
of  our  loan  each  year,  the  sinking  fund  com- 
missioners, if  we  had  any,  would  not  be  looking 
around  for  a  chance  to  invest  money  at  two 
or  three  per  cent  interest,  as  they  are  at 
present.  I  notice  that  other  cities  are  doing 
away,  to  a  certain  extent,  with  the  sinking-fund 
system,  and  are  making  their  loans  payable  at 
shorter  times.  The  city  of  Portland  is,  at  the 
present  time,  reserving  the  right  to  pay  some  of 
its  debt  in  a  few  years  if  it  wishes.  The  State 
of  Connecticut  lias  also  done  the  same  thing. 
I  think  it  should  be  the  purpose  of  the  city  of 
Boston  to  follow  the  same  policy,  instead  of 
always  creating  a  sinking  fund  to  meet  every 
such  emergency.  If  this  order  of  mine  should 
be  substituted  in  the  place  of  the  report  of  the 
committee,  although  I  speak  without  authority, 
I  think  the  sinking  fund  commissioners  would 
take  it,  for  there  is  very  little  of  the  city's  debts 
coming  due  between  now  and  1893.  At  that  time 
there  is  a  large  amount  of  the  debt  due  and  the 
sinking  fund  commissioners  are  beginning  to 
accumulate  money  for  the  payment  of  that  debt 
in  1893.  This  loan  would  go  out  at  that  time, 
and  they  would  have  the  money  to  meet  the 
debt  then.  So  instead  of  being  obliged  to  ad- 
vertise this  loan,  I  think  the  sinking  fund  com- 
missioners would  take  it,  and  we  should  bave 
one  less  loan  upon  the  market.  I  trust  my  sub- 
stitute order  will  prevail. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  may  be  pardoned  for  say- 
ing a  word  on  this  matter,  but  I  desire  to  make  a 
a  few  remarks,  if  the  chairman  will  allow  me 
to  take  as  wide  a  range  as  the  alderman  oppo- 
site has  taken.  I  dislike;  very  much  to  disagree 
with  him  on  this  matter,  but  it  seems  to  me 
this  bridge  question  is  a  very  grave  one,  and 
although  I  am  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
that  bridge  and  have  been  in  favor  of  it  when  I 
found  that  the  citizens  of  Boston  wanted  it,  it 
seems  to  me  now  that  it  is  bad  enough  as  it  is. 
It  seems  to  me  that  one  of  the  gravest  injustices 
that  has  ever  been  heaped  upon  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton has  been  perpetrated  by  the  Legislature  in 
compelling  the  city  to  build  this  bridge,  for  no 
other  purpose  in  God's  world  than  to  boom  real 
estate  in  Cambridge.  Now  then,  my  riend  op- 
posite asks  that  the  city  of  Boston  should  be 
directly  taxed  in  order  that  Cambridge  may 
profit  by  it.  That  is  what  it  amounts  to.  "We 
have  under  the  present  order  that  has  been 
passed,  an  extension  of  30  years  to  pay  this  debt, 
and  I  hope  before  the  30  years  have  expired  the 
Legislature  and  the  city  of  Cambridge  will  come 
to  the  realizing  sense,  of  the  injustice  that  has 
been  perpetrated  upon  the  city  of  Boston  and 
will  relieve  us  from  this  debt,  instead  of  asking 
us  to  pay  a  direct  tax  on  it,  and  I  would  rather 
make  it  100  years  than  make  it  any  less  than  30. 
I  think  our  vote  should  not  be  reconsidered 
but  should  be  kept  in  that  way  in  order  to  give 
these  saints  under  the  gilded  dome  an  opportu- 
nity to  right  an  injustice— I  was  going  to  use 
stronger  language — that  has  been  perpetrated 
by  such  a  dastardly  outrage  upon  the  city  as  has 
been  carried  out  by  these  parties,  for  no  other 
purpose  in  the  world  than  to  boom  the  real  es- 
tate scheme  that  has  been  on  the  market  for 
five  or  six  months.  I  hope  our  action  will  not 
be  reconsidered. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  would  ask  some  member 
of  the  committee  why  this  was  brought  in  here 
as  a  gold  loan? 

The  Chairman— I  desire  to  state  that  the  mo- 
tion is  upon  reconsideration,  and  it  is  not  proper 
for  me  now  to  make  such  a  statement.  If  the 
reconsideration  prevails,  I  am  willing  to  give 
the  information  to  the  Board.  Otherwise  I 
don't  desire  to  do  it  at  this  time.* 


Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  think  it  is  a  proper  ques- 
tion to  ask. 

The  Chairman— It  would  have  been  if  any 
member  had  asked  it  when  the  order  was  under 
consideration,  but  the  question  is  now  merely 
on  reconsideration,  and  therefore  as  a  member 
of  the  committee  I  think  it  my  duty  to  the  city 
of  Boston  not  to  say  why  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance inserted  that  clause  in  the  order. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— There  is  also  one  other 
point  I  meant  to  have  spoken  on.  There  is  a 
feeling  among  some  men  in  the  community  that 
there  may  be  a  question  in  regard  to  the  legality 
of  those  loans  being  placed  beyond  the  debt 
limit.  Now  these  are  allowed  by  special  acts, 
and  while  some  claim  that  special  acts  are  the 
strongest  kind  of  legislation,  others  claim  that 
it  is  dangerous  to  follow-  such  legislation  too  far. 
I  know  some  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of  in- 
vestigating city  loans ;  now  they  do  not  say  they 
doubt  the  legality  in  those  cases,  but  at  the 
same  time  they  prefer  to  have  some  one  else 
take  the  bonds.  I  think  we  should  be  careful 
in  making  longloans  under  those  special  acts.  I 
think  this  is  one  thing  that  has  hurt  the  sale  of 
the  city  bonds  so  much. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  remind  the 
alderman  that  the  other  is  a  special  act,  the 
same  as  the  act  authorizing  the  recent  loan. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— There  is  a  general  act,  I  be- 
lieve, in  relation  to  cities  and  towns  on  this 
matter  that  coverslthe  whole  State. 

The  Chairman— So  much  of  it  is  special 
legislation  for  the  city  of  Boston  that  it  is  pacti- 
cally  a  special  act  for  the  city  of  Boston. 

Aid.  C.  AV.  Smith  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  to  reconsider.     The  motion  wa 
lost,  yeas  2,  nays  9,  Aid.  Haynes  andC.  AV.  Smit 
voting  yea. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  take 
opportunity  of  stating  that  he  will  inform  an; 
member  of  the  Board  of  the  reasons  why  tin. 
committee  acted  as  they  did  in  regard  to  the 
last  loan,  personally,  to  any  member  of  the 
Board,  but  he  does  not  desire  to  give  them  pub- 
licly. 

ASPHALT  PAVEMENT. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Lee  the  following  past  as- 
signments were  taken  up : 

23.  Order  for  superintendent  of  streets  to  re- 
surface, with  Barber  asphalt,  the  westerly  side 
of  Columbus  avenue,  from  Hoi  yoke  street  to 
Westchester  Park. 

24.  Order  for  the  superintendent  of  streets  to 
resurface,  with  Barber  asphalt,  Kilby  street, 
from  State  street  to  Liberty  Square. 

Severally  indefinitely  postponed,  on  motion 
of  Aid.  Lee. 
Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  in  the  chair. 

EAST  BOSTON   FERRIES. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an  order— That  in  ad- 
dition to  the  amount  appropriated  for  the  East 
Boston  ferries  the  present  year  there  be  appro- 
priated the  further  sum  of  $15,000  as  a  special 
appropriation  for.  building  new  piers  for  the 
South  Ferry,  East  Boston  side. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

TRIMMING  OF    TREES. 

Aid.  Bromwich  offered  an  order— That  the 
superintendent  of  Common  be  requested  to  trim 
the  trees  in  front  of  estates  Nos.  446,  448  AVest- 
Fourth  street,  South  Boston. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

PROCESSIONS  ON  SEVENTEENTH  OF  JUNE. 

Aid.  Bromwich  offered  an  order— That  the  su- 
perintendent of  police  be  authorized  to  close 
against  travel  by  vehicles  the  streets  in  Charles- 
town  that  will  be  used  during  the  formation  of 
the  antique  and  civic  processions,  respectively, 
for  their  parade  on  the  17th  inst. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

PAVING  OF  CENTRAL  STREET. 

No.  28  was  taken  from  the  table,  on  motion  of 
Aid.  Maguire.  viz. : 

Order  that  the  superintendent  of  streets  be 
authorized  to  pave  Central  street,  between  Kilby 
and  Broad  street,  with  asphalt ;  the  expense  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  paving. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  was  requested  by  the  super- 
intendent of  streets  to  bring  the  order  up  this 
afternoon.  Almost  every  business  man  on  that 
street  has  been  urging  the  importance  of  having 
that  work  done.  I  have  been  on  the  street  my- 
self today,  and  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  what  they  want  is  noiseless  pavement.  Of 
course  if  the  Board  see  fit  they  can  vote  to  let 
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them  have  asphalt  or  common  paving  stones,  or 
something  else,  but  something  ought  to  be 
done.  I  don't  care  personally  whether  it  is 
asphalt  or  paving  stones.  I  know  the  street  is 
in  bad  condition  and  ought  to  be  put  in  order. 

Aid.  Sullivan — I  would  inquire  what  the 
street  is  now  paved  with? 

Aid.  Maguire— Part  wood  and  part  granite. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  am  one  of  those  who  believe 
that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  should  not,  when 
every  little  thoroughfare  is  fixed  up,  to  have  the 
parties  abutting  come  in  and  have  the  work 
done  in  a  satisfactory  manner  to  them.  I  think 
it  is  very  indiscreet,  to  say  the  least,  for  the  city 
to  set  any  such  example.  I  believe  the  city  of 
Boston  should  say  what  its  streets  shall  be 
paved  with.  You  know  and  I  know  that  if  there 
is  any  class  of  persons  who  require  pavement  of 
a  noiseless  character  it  is  the  lawyers  and  the 
people  who  do  a  broker's  business  along  on 
Devonshire  street.  But  the  Board  has  agreed 
to  pave  Devonshire  street  with  granite  blocks, 
and  I  do  not  believe  that  they  have  lost  any- 
thing by  so  doing.  I  believe  today  that  the 
best  pavement  for  that  section  of  the  city  is  a 
granite  block  pavement.  I  would  cheerfully 
vote  at  any  time  to  place  asphalt  in  front  of 
churches  and  in  front  of  schoolhouses  of  all 
kinds,  where  I  believe  that  asphalt  pavement 
would  be  a  good  thing,  but  to  go  down  into  the 
business  section  of  the  city,  where  the  heavy 
teaming  and  heavy  trucking  is  carried  on,  it 
seems  to  me  would  be  very  indiscreet,  and  I 
hope  the  order  will  not  pass. 

Aid.  Bromwich— The  alderman  opposite 
seems  to  take  very  great  delight  in  giving  ad- 
vice to  the  members  of  a  committee  which  he 
doesn't  act  on  himself. 

Aid.  Carroll— Mr.  Chairman. 

Aid.  Bromwich— Half  a  moment. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that 
when  a  gentleman  of  this  Board  makes  a  state- 
ment that  is  not  true  he  is  not  in  order,  hut  [ 
said  nothing  about  the  committee.    I  was  giv- 
ing my  advice  to  the  Board. 

Aid.  Brojiwich— "When  I  get  through  it  will 
be  for  the  Board  to  judge  how  truthful  I  am  and 
how  truthful  the  alderman  opposite  is. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  insist  upon  my  point  of  or- 
der, that  the  gentleman  is  speaking  about  some- 
thing that  I  have  not  alluded  to,  and  his  re- 
marks have  no  application  to  what  I  really 
said. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  remind  the 
alderman  to  be  careful  and  not  be  personal  in 
his  remarks.  If  he  is  careful  he  will  be  allowed 
to  proceed. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  cannot  help  returning  to 
the  gentleman  those  insinuations  he  has  made 
with  regard  to  the  Committee  on  Paving.  They 
are  not  true,  and  before  I  get  through  I  will  try 
to  show  that  they  are  not  true.  The  gentleman 
made  some  remark  of  this  kind— perhaps  I  will 
not  give  it  word  for  word,  and  I  shall  probably 
be  called  to  order  because  I  haven't  the  short- 
hand reporter's  report  herewith  me— that  it  was 
time  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton was  not  applied  to  by  any  one  outside  to 
get  noiseless  pavement  or  such  pavement  as 
this.  I  claim,  leaving  out  technicalities,  that  is 
what  the  meaning  of  the  gentleman  evidently 
was.  He  insinuated  that  the  committee  had 
been  applied  to  by  abutters  on  those  streets  to 
get  a  certain  kind  of  pavement  there.  Now  I 
say,  decidedly,  that  that  is  not  true,  though  I 
didn't  interrupt  the  gentleman  when  he  made  the 
remark.  At  the  present  time  the  street  is  partly 
paved  with  wood,  which  is  considered  a  noise- 
less pavement.  The  committee  in  their  good 
judgment— and  they  are  supposed  to  have  a  lit- 
tle of  the  common  sense  of  the  Board— thought 
we  had  better  give  them  asphalt  pavement. 
Because  the  committee  make  this  report  I  don't 
know  why  they  are  obliged  to  have  it  thrown  in 
their  faces  that  the  abutters  have  applied  to 
them.  Not  a  single  man  on  that  street  has  been 
near  me,  and  I  could  almost  swear  that  no  one 
has  been  to  either  of  the  other  two  members. 
Now  I  was  surprised  that  the  chairman  last 
week  didn't  make  a  better  explanation  of  what 
was  wanted  on  the  street  than  he  did,  but  I  sup- 
pose he  had  so  much  business  on  hand  that 
some  facts  slipped  his  memory.  But  it  was 
noiseless  pavement  there  before.  It  is  now  cov- 
ered with  a  mongrel  pavement  of  wood  and 
granite,  and  I  don't  know  what  else.  Now  this 
Board  all  act  as  surveyors  of  highways,  You 
deputize  us  as  a  special  committee  on  high- 
ways, to  look  after  anything  that  comes  ud  in 


that  connection.  We  now  have  brought  in  our 
report  on  tbis  matter  to  the  whole  Board,  and 
it  is  in  your  hands  to  amend  it  and  make  it 
granite,  or  whatever  you  choose,  and  your  vote 
is  final.  I  am  willing,  if  you  wish  to  do  so,  that 
you  should  amend  it. 

Aid.  Donovan— I  dislike  very  much  to  have 
a  member  of  the  Board  charge  me  with  lan- 
guage I  didn't  use.  The  alderman  has  attrib- 
uted to  me  language  last  week  that  I  don't  re- 
member to  have  taken  the  floor  to  utter.  I 
would  ask  the  alderman  to  back  up  his  state- 
ment by  pointing  to  the  remarks  he  alludes  as 
having  been  made  by  me,  in  the  minutes  of  the 
last  meeting. 

Aid.  Bromwich— That  is  one  of  the  techni- 
calities. I  spoke  of  the  chairman,  meaning,  of 
course,  the  chairman  of  the  committee.  I  spoke 
about  the  noble  Brutus  on  the  left.  [Laugh- 
ter.] 

Aid.  Lee— As  the  alderman  has  dubbed  the 
chairman  of  his  committee  Brutus,  and  he  him- 
self now  not  sleepeth,  probably  that  alderman 
might  himself  call  the  alderman  on  has  right 
Cassius.  and,  in  turn,  that  alderman  might 
refer  to  the  alderman  M'ho  said  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving  were  sleeping,  as  Iago,  and  he 
never  slept.  The  order  we  are  now  considering 
is  that  the  superintendent  of  streets  be  authoriz- 
ed to  pave  this  street  with  asphalt.  One  member 
of  that  committee  has  risen  here,  and  with  all 
the  oratorical  power  he  is  possessed  of  has  en- 
deavored to  counsel  his  associates  here  as  to  the 
language  that  they  used.  It  may  be  that  the 
gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the  chamber  who  re- 
ceive the  attention  of  the  Chair  at  certain  times, 
do  not  use  that  language  that  the  alderman  and 
Brutus  on  the  other  side  use.  But  I  say  that 
we  have  the  right  to  say  as  individual  members 
of  this  Board  what  is  for  the  best  interest  of 
the  city,  wooden  pavement,  asphalt,  or  granite 
blocks.  The  committee  have  a  right  to  report 
that  School  street  shall  be  paved  with  gold 
blocks,  but  are  the  aldermen  supposed  to  sit 
here  in  their  seats  and  have  an  order  passed 
that  that  shall  be  done,  without  raising  their 
voices?  I  say  no !  I  am  opposed  to  laying  as- 
phalt in  streets  where  heavy  teaming  and 
trucking  is  done.  The  petitioners  on  that 
street  have  been  alluded  to.  I  would  say 
that  I  myself  have  been  asked  to  give  my 
vote  for  asphalt  for  Central  street,  not,  Mr. 
Chairman,  by  insurance  men,  but  by  gentlemen 
whom  I  do  not  think  would  approach  any  mem- 
ber of  this  Board  to  buy  his  vote.  But  they 
come  and  appeal  to  members  of  this  Board,  be- 
cause they  sit  from  9  o'clock  till  1  o'clock  in 
their  offices  and  do  not  want  to  be  troubled 
with  the  noise.  Look  at  the  streets  that  have 
been  paved  with  asphalt  where  heavy  teaming 
is  done.  Do  they  bear  any  comparison  with 
those  that  have  been  paved  with  granite  blocks? 
No,  sir ;  they  do  not.  Therefore,  I  believe  that 
this  order  should  not  pass.  If  passed,  I  think 
that  the  word  "asphalt"  should  be  striken  out, 
and  the  words  "granite  blocks"  inserted.  If  it 
is  proper  now  to  amend  the  order,  I  shall  move 
that  amendment. 

Aid.  Capen— As  a  member  of  the  committee  I 
would  like  to  say— 

The  Chair— The  Chair  would  remind  the  al- 
derman, if  he  will  allow  me  to  interrupt  him, 
that  this  matter  is  not  at  the  present  stage  de- 
batable. 

Aid.  Capen  —  It  has  been  debated  for  an 
hour. 

The  Chair— Until  the  order  has  been  taken 
from  the  table  it  is  not  debatable. 

Aid.  Donovan— I  think  the  Chair  is  laboring 
under  a  misapprehension.  I  think  that  this  was 
taken  from  the  table  before  1  left  the  chair. 
There  were  some  matters  indefinitely  post- 
poned, and  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of- 
fered a  new  order. 

The  Chair— No,  those  were  orders  Nos.  23  and 
24.  I  believe  the  motion  to  take  this  from  the 
table  has  not  been  formally  put. 

Aid.  Donovan— As  I  understand  the  order  we 
are  acting  on  is  the  order  in  your  hands  before 
us. 

The  Chair— No.  23  is  the  matter  before  us, 
and  the  question  is  on  taking  it  from  the  table. 

The  order  was  taken  from  the  table. 

Aid.  Lee— I  now  move  to  strike  out  the  words 
"asphalt"  and  insert  in  place  there  "granite 
blocks." 

Aid.  Capen— I  hope  that  amendment  will  not 
prevail,  but  that  the  order  will  be  passed  as  it 
comes  from  the  committee.    There  is  no  reason 
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that  I  can  see  whv  it  cannot  be  done  as  well  on 
this  street  as  on  Kilby  street,  if  it  is  a  good 
thing  to  do.  I  hope  the  order  will  pass  as  it 
comes  from  the  committee. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  —  I  certainly  hope  the 
amendment  to  pave  with  granite  blocks  will 
prevail.  While  it  is  tone  that  the  superintendent 
of  streets  paved  Kilby  street,  it  is  also  true  that 
this  Board  had  no  say  in  the  question  of 
pavement  there;  neither  had  they  any  say 
in  regard  to  the  pavement  of  Devonshire  street. 
We  have  now  the  right  to  say  what  kind  of 
pavement  shall  be  used  in  the  streets  of  Bos- 
ton. I  believe  it  is  a  matter  of  great  impor- 
tance to  the  city  to  have  the  streets  paved  with 
some  material  that  can  be  kept  in  good  condi- 
tion for  some  time.  Last  Monday  the  Paving 
Committee  were  asked  of  the  present  complex- 
ion of  the  pavement  in  that  street;  they  did  not 
know,  but  they  come  here  today  very  well  versed 
in  the  question  of  pavements.  Asphalt  pave- 
ment, to  my  mind,  is  a  luxury  to  men  in  the 
business  portion  of  the  city,  and  they  should 
pay  for  it,  or  pay  a  certain  proportion  of  the 
amount  that  it  costs  over  and  above  granite 
blocks.  It  evidently  costs  more  to  pave  a  street 
with  asphalt  than  it  does  with  granite  blocks. 
and  granite  blocks  being  more  serviceable  to 
the  teamsters  and  citizens  of  Boston,  the  abut- 
ters should  pay  the  extra  expense  if  any  more 
expensive  kind  of  pavement  is  laid. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  did  not  question  the  gen- 
tleman's veracity  in  making  his  last  statement. 
but  if  I  had  said  what  lie  has  they  would  have 
raised  a  point  of  order  on  me.  I  am  very  glad, 
however,  that  we  are  discussing  the  merits  of 
the  question,  instead  of  going,  as  the  gentleman 
from  the  Brighton  district  has,  into  personali- 
ties. We  always  ought  to  discuss  questions  on 
their  merits  in  this  Board,  without  going  so 
much  into  personalities.  I  shall  vote  for  granite 
pavement,  but  I  considered  that  it  was  our  duty 
to  bring  in  a  report  that  would  meet  the  wislu  s 
of  those  who  are  asking  for  this  thing,  and  let 
the  members  of  the  Board  themselves  be  the 
judges  of  what  is  proper.  I  hope  in  the  future 
that  all  questions  coming  before  this  Board  will 
be  discussed  on  their  merits,  without  any  per- 
sonalities, and  then  we  shall  get  along  all 
right. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  believed  when  I  started  first 
to  speak  on  the  question  I  knew  what  I  was  say- 
ing, but  I  find  there  was  an  associate  of  mine 
who  knew  what  I  intended  to  say  and  he  said  it 
forme.  I  will  say  that  I  never  made  any  refer- 
ence to  his  committee.  I  spoke  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  as  the  surveyors  of  highways.  I 
know  their  rights,  and  I  was  giving  my  humble 
opinion  as  a  member  of  that  Board  as  to  what  I 
thought  ought  to  be  done  in  the  premises.  The 
trouble  is  that  the  gentleman  has  too  sensitive 
a  soul  and  is  like  a  good  many  other  people- 
shadows  scare  him.  What  I  desire  is  that  the 
city  of  Boston  will  in  all  cases  put  down  pave- 
ment which  is  for  the  best  interest  of  the  city, 
and  not  allow  the  people  abutting  on  the  street, 
who  are  simply  there  from  9  o'clock  to  2  o'clock, 
to  say  what  the  pavement  will  be.  That  is  what 
I  am  opposed  to. 

Aid.  Maguire— Before  we  close  the  debate  on 
this  subject  I  would  say  that  Kilby  street  has 
lately  been  laid  with  asphalt  pavement.  These 
petitioners  represent  some  of  the  largest  tax- 
payers in  Boston,  and  I  understand  from  the 
superhitendant  of  streets  that  there  is  not 
heavy  teaming  on  that  street ;  the  members  of 
the  Board  are  misinformed  oathat  point.  It  is 
a  narrow  street  and  is  close  by  State  street,  and 
all  the  heavy  teaming  is  done  on  Broad  street 
and  has  no  reason  to  go  up  Central  street.  The 
heavy  trams  usually  go  through  there  from 
Kilbv  street  in  coming  to  State  street. 

Ala.  McLaughlin,  I  would  ask  a  question. 
Doesn't  the  fact  that  this  is  used  for  teaming 
now  account  for  its  present  condition  more  than 
anything  else? 

Aid.  Maguire— I  couldn't  answer  that  but  I 
know  the  street  is  in  a  very  poor  condition.  The 
parties  who  signed  the  petition  I  have  never 
seen,  and  they  have  not  influenced  me  in  any 
way,  in  a  friendly  way  or  otherwise  in  this  mat- 
ter. This  is  a  short  street  and  being  so  near 
Kilby  street,  petitioners,  who  say  that  the  street 
is  mostly  used  for  insurance  offices,  come  in  and 
ask  for  a  noiseless  pavement.  Asphalt  pave- 
ment will  cost  $3  a  yard  and  will  he  taken  care 
of  at  the  expense  of  the  company  for  five  years. 
We  paid  $00,000  for  20,000  yards  of  asphalt  pave- 
ment on  Columbus  avenue.    The  superintend- 


ent also  states  that  it  costs  $3  a  yard  for  granite 
blocks.  The  difference  is  that  the  city  has  to 
take  care  of  tne  granite  blocks  for  the  rive 
years,  and  the  company  will  take  care  of  the 
asphalt  pavement. 

Aid.  Carroll— Which  is  the  best  at  the  end 
of  rive  years  ? 

Aid.  Maguire— I  would  state  that  the  com- 
mittee thought  that  the  petition  coniing  from 
such  heavy  taxpayers,  and  they  asking  this 
privilege,  the  street  being  so  short  and  it  not 
being  an  expensive  matter,  the  committee 
v,  ould  recommend  putting  in  asphalt.  As  far 
as  I  am  concerned,  I  really  believe  I  would  pre- 
fer granite  blocks  to  asphalt.  But  we  were  in- 
fluenced on  that  account. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order 
as  amended  was  passed. 

POWERS   OF  MAYOR  AND  ALDERMEN. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Donovan  No.  29  on  the 
calendar  was  taken  up,  viz. : 

29.  Opinion  of  corporation  counsel  as  to  powers 
of  the  mayor  and  the  aldermen  in  matter  of 
paving  streets. 

Aid.  Donovan— I  now  move  that  it  be 
printed  as  a  city  document  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances. 

Aid.  Bromwich— That  would  be  an  acknowl- 
edgment that  we  receive  this  document  as 
the  corporation  counsel's  opinion,  and  are 
to  act  on  it.  The  reason  for  asking  the 
corporation  counsel's  advice  was  in  order  to 
get  some  knowledge  in  regard  to  our  position 
in  these  matters.  It  will  be  remembered  that 
the  time  the  question  of  Devonshire  street  was 
up  before  the  Board  that  this  question  was 
brought  up.  [The  Alderman  read  the  opinion.] 
The  mayor  took  the  liberty,  as  he  thought 
rightly,  to  have  the  street  done  and  forgot  at  the 
time  that  we  had  the  subject  in  hand.  I  suppose 
that  this  would  never  have  In  en  called  up  if  it 
had  not  been  for  the  paving  of  Devonshire 
street,  and  it  made  it  appear  that  the  Board  as 
surveyors  of  highways  had  no  right  to  interfere. 
I  make  this  statement  now  because  the  Board 
as  surveyors  of  highways  if  they  choose  to  order 
anything  done  can  do  it,  but  at  the  same  time  I 
would  draw  your  attention  to  the  fact  that 
when  he  ordered  this  done  we  had  the  subject 
before  us.  Therefore,  I  think  His  Honor  the 
Mayor  overstepped  his  duty  at  that  time. 

Aid.  Donovan— I  find  the  document  already 
printed,  and  I  now  move  to  refer  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances  on  the  part  of  this  Board. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

COMMUNICATION      FROM      SUPERINTENDENT     OF 
SEWERS. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Lee  No.  31  was  called  up, 
viz.:  Communication  from  superintendent  of 
sewers  (Doc.  S7). 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Approprial  ions. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Donovan,  No.  27  was  taken 
from  the  table,  viz: 

PAVING  OF  DEVONSHIRE  STREET. 

Order  that  the  superintendent  of  streets  be 
authorized  to  pave  Devonshire  street  with 
granite  blocks,  between  State  and  Water  streets, 
expense  of  same,  not  to  exceed  $.1000,  to  be 
charged  to  appropriation  for  paving. 

Indefinitely  postponed  on  motion  of  Aid. 
Donovan. 

JAMAICA-POND  AQUEDUCT  CORPORATION. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll,  No.  25  was  taken 
from  the  table,  viz., 

Ordered,  That  Chapter  199  of  the  Acts  of  1880, 
entit  led  an  "Act  to  authorize  the  city  of  Boston 
to  purchase  the  property  of  the  Jamaica  Bond 
Aqueduct  Corporation,"  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  accepted. 

The  question  came  on  passage. 

The  order  was  rejected ;  yeas  4,  nays  7: 

Yeas— Aid.  Carroll,  Haynes,  N.  G.  Smith,  C. 
W.  Smith— 1. 

Nays— Aid.  Bromwich,  Capen,  Donovan,  Lee, 
Maguire,  McLaughlin,  Sullivan— 7. 

POWERS  OF  SURVEYORS   OF  HIGHWAYS. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  an  order— That  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances  consider  and  report  what 
changes,  if  any,  are  necessary  m  Chapter  28,  Sec- 
tioii  G.r>,  of  (lie  Revised  Ordinances  of  1SS5. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  on 
motion  of  Aid.  Lee. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Aid.  McLaughlin,  at 
7.53  P.M. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council. 


Thursday,  June  9,  1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  at 
7.30  P.M..  President  Barry  in  the  chair. 

By  direction  of  the  president  the  roll  was 
called  with  the  following  result : 

Present— Atwood,  Barry,  Bowman.  Burr,  Car- 
roll, Cochran,  Coyle,  Davern.  Desmond,  Dewey, 
Dolan,  Fisher,  Foss.  Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost.  J. 
Gallagher.  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Hayes,  Ladd,  Latti- 
more.  Lauten,  Leary.  Light.  McEnaney.F.  Mor- 
ison,  F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  J.  Murphy.  Nunan,  Per- 
kins, Reilly,  Sanger,  Shaw,  Short,  £.  Sulli 
van,  J.  H.  Sullivan.  R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg.  Tee- 
vens,  Tracy,  Webster,  Whall,  Whitmore,  Wilson 
—44. 

Absent— Blume.  Carstensen,  Chamberlain. 
Clark.  Coleman,  Connolly,  Duggan.  Dunn,  Go- 
mez, Raggerty.  Harrington,  Kelliher,  Kelley. 
Kennedy,  Manoney,  McKemia.  MeNary,  J.  Mur- 
phy. W.  H.  Murphy,  Norton,  O'Mealey,  Perry, 
C.  C.  Powers,  E.  J.  Powers,  Richaras,  Snow, 
Thayer,  Tuttle— 28. 

SALARY  OF    PORT     PHYSICIAN     AND    ASSISTANT. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  Mr.  Davern 
submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Health,  to 
whom  was  recommitted  by  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, their  report  and  the  ordinance  to  increase 
the  salaries  of  the  port  physician  and  the  assis- 
tant port  physician,  having  further  considered 
the  subject,  respectfully  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  ordinance  in  the  following  new  draft. 
This  draft  has  been  transmitted  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances  and  the  form  thereof  ap- 
proved, under  the  requirements  of  the  joint 
rules : 

An  Ordinance 
To  Amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1885. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  l.  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1885  is  hereby  amended  in  Section  1,  in  the 
clause  establishing  the  salary  of  the  assistant 
port  physician  by  striking  out  the  words  ''eight 
hundred  and  fifty"  and  inserting  the  words 
"one  thousand"  in  place  thereof. 

Report  accepted,  ordinance  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

OLD  STATE  HOUSE  MEMORIAL. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  Mr.  Whitmore 
submitted  the  following : 

The  Committee  on  Printing,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred by  the  Common  Council  the  order  for 
publishing  an  edition  of  1500  copies  of  the  Old 
State  House  Memorial,  having  considered  the 
subject,  respectfully  report  that  the  order  ought 
to  pass. 

Report  accepted,  and  said  order  ordered  to  a 
second  reading  and  laid  over. 

SALARIES     OF    SEALERS    OF    WEIGHTS     AND 

MEASURES. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  Mr.  Whitmore 
submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Ordinances,  to  whom  was 
referred  by  the  Common  Council  the  ordinance 
to  amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1885,  so  as  to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  seal- 
ers of  weights  and  measures,  respectfully  ask  to 
be  relieved  from  further  consideration  of  the 
matter,  and  recommend  reference  thereof  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Report  accepted  and  said  reference  ordered. 
Sent  up. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

1. -Notice  of  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
report  and  ordinance,  providing  that  certain 
contracts  shall  not  be  divided. 

The  question  was  on  placing  on  file. 

Mr.  Sanger— I  move  as  an  amendment  that 
the  Council  adhere  to  its  former  action. 

Mr.  Whall— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  My 
point  of  order  is  that  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man has  no  standing  in  this  Council,  because 


we  cannot  coerce  the  other  branch  into  agreeing 
with  us.  They  have  indefinitely  postponed  the 
matter,  and  we  have  nothing  more  to  do  with  it 
than  to  place  it  on  file. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

The  notice  was  placed  on  file. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Fowler,  Nos.  2  to  4  inclu- 
sive were  acted  on  together,  viz. : 

2.  Annual  report  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 
(City  Doc.  84). 

3.  Message  from  the  mayor  transmitting  a  let- 
ter from  Hon.  William  O'Brien  thanking  mem- 
bers of  the  City  Council  for  courtesies  recently 
extended. 

4.  Message  from  the  mayor  transmitting  an 
invitation  to  the  City  Council  to  visit  the  en- 
campment of  the  First  Regiment,  at  South 
Framingham. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall,  Nos.  5  to  12  inclu- 
sive were  acted  on  together,  viz. : 

5.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  leave  to 
withdraw  on  petition  of  Mary  A.  Carter  for  com- 
pensation for  personal  injuries  received  from  a 
tall  on  the  sidewalk  of  Winter  street,  as  the 
claim  has  been  settled  by  another  party. 

6.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  leave  to 
withdraw  on  petition  of  John  and  George  H. 
Cavanagh  for  compensation  on  account  of  the 
construction  of  a  dam  over  their  land  and  flats 
in  the  South  Bay. 

7.  Report  of  Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  that 
the  nlank-walks  recently  removed  from  the 
Common  and  other  public  grounds  are  properly 
stored  and  cared  for  by  the  superintendent. 

8.  Report  of  Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  in- 
expedient to  take  any  action  on  the  petition  of 
Alfred  Bunker  and  others,  asking  that  the  iron 
fence  around  Cedar  square,  Roxbnry,  be  repair- 
ed, as  there  are  no  available  funds  for  the  pur- 
pose in  the  appropriation  for  the  department. 

9.  Report  of  Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  no 
further  action  necessary  on  the  order  to  oppose 
any  legislation  tending  directly  or  indirectly  to 
the  destruction  of  any  of  the  trees  on  the  Com- 
mon. 

10.  Report  of  Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  no 
further  action  necessary  on  the  order  requesting 
the  superintendent  of  Common  to  provide  ice 
for  the  Cogswell  fountain,  as  the  same  has  been 
supplied. 

11.  Report  of  the  special  committee  on  the  pe- 
tition of  the  Boston  Undertakers'  Union,  rec- 
ommending that  the  offices  of  the  Board  of 
Health  and  city  registrar  be  established  in  the 
same  building  as  soon  as  practicable. 

12.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  leave  to 
withdraw  on  petition  of  John  A.  Andrew  Post 
15,  G.  A.  R.,  for  an  appropriation  of  not  over 
$2500,  and  the  appointment  of  a  committee  on 
the  occasion  of  the  visit  of  Robert  E.  Lee  Camp 
of  Confederate  Veterans,— on  the  ground  that 
the  corporation  counsel  has  decided  that  it 
would  be  illegal  to  make  such  an  appropriation. 

Reports  severally  accepted  in  concurrence. 

13.  Report  of  Committee  on  Ordinances,  and 
order  (new  draft)  to  close  the  City  Hall  and  pub- 
lic offices  on  17th  of  June. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 
Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

nth  of  June. 

14.  Report  of  Committee  on  Ordinances,  and 
an  ordinance  (new  draft)  to  amend  Chapter  4  of 
the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1885,  so  as  to  make 
the  anniversary  of  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  a 
holiday,  as  therein  set  forth. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question 
came  on  giving  the  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  some  information 
from  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  as  to  the 
reasons  which  induced  them  to  report  making 
this  a  holiday.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  have  al- 
readv  a  great  many  holidays,  and  that  an  addi- 
tional holiday  here  will  interfere  with  business, 
coming  so  near  the  4th  of  July.  I  would  like 
some  reasons. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Mr.  Chairman,  I  would  ask 
the  clerk  to  read  the  draft  of  the  ordinance  a 
second  time. 

The  President— The  clerk  will  read  the  ordi- 
nance for  information. 

The  clerk  read  the  ordinance  for  information. 

Mr.  Whitmore— If  I  am  not  misinformed  I 
believe  that  the  two  days  mentioned  are  identi- 
cal—that the  17th  of  June  is  the  anniversary  of 
the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  I  presume  that  is  a 
part  of  the   information  which    the   gentleman 
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from  Ward  10  desires.  In  the  second  place,  Mr. 
President,  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  felt  it 
necessary  to  recommend  this  because  every  year 
we  pass  an  order  closing  City  Hall  and  the  pub- 
lic offices ;  and  because— ana  this  again  is  a  mat- 
ter which  may  interest  the  gentleman,  who.  I 
believe,  had  not  the  pleasure  of  being  born  in 
Boston,  for,  as  he  stated  the  other  day,  he  is  an 
annual  Irishman  [laughter]  -there  are  peculiar 
reasons  why  Charlestown,  which  is  situated 
quite  near  to  Boston,  and  which  was,  as  the  gen- 
tleman may  be  pleased  to  know,  the  scene  of 
some  unpleasantness  between  the  British  troops 
and  Americans  on  that  day,  has  always  consid- 
ered it  a  day  which  the  inhabitants  of 
Boston  ought  to  celebrate.  And,  sir,  as 
another  item  of  information,  I  would 
say  that  the  city  of  Boston,  and  I  presume  the 
gentleman  himself,  year  after  year,  votes  a  sum 
of  money  to  be  expended  over  there ;  not  only 
for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  of  Wards  3,  4 
and  5,  but  the  whole  city.  And  I  am  informed, 
Mr.  President,  that  the  inhabitants  of  other 
wards  do  go  over  there  on  that  day  in  large 
numbers,  and  proceed  to  glorify  their  ancestors, 
who  may  not  have  been  New  Hampshire  men, 
for  the  part  which  they  took  years  ago  upon  that 
spot.  And,  sir,  it  is  a  peculiar  fact,  which  I  be- 
lieve is  strictly  confined  to  the  present  adminis- 
tration at  City  Hall,  that  a  number  of  public 
officers  do  feel  on  the  17th  of  June  that 
they  would  like  to  go  there  and  cele- 
brate; and  more  than  that,  even  the 
banks  and  other  institutions  of  the  city 
which  we  are  bound  to  recognize,  partake 
of  this  local  feeling.  I  am  very  sorry  that  I 
have  to  stand  up  here  in  behalf  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances  as  trying  to  gratify  a  purely 
local  sentiment.  It  is  very  bad,  indeed,  for 
those  of  us  who  were  born  and  brought  up  in 
the  city  of  Boston  or  its  immediate  vicinity  to 
feel  that  we  ought  to  do  something  on  that  day, 
and  that  wherever  it  is  possible,  owing  to  tho 
small  amount  of  general  business  that  is  done 
on  that  day,  that  the  public  offices  should  be 
closed  on  that  day,  we  should  come  in  and 
recommend  tnat  instead  of  an  annual  order  we 
should  have  an  ordinance  on  the  subject.  As  I 
have  said  before,  I  must  apologize  to  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Hampshire  for  coming  forward 
with  this  audacious  proposition.  But  in  the 
line  of  economy,  Mr.  President,  it  is  a  great  deal 
cheaper  for  us  to  pass  an  ordinance  once  for  all 
than  to  annually  go  to  the  expense  of  putting  in 
an  order,— just  such  an  order,  by  the  way,  as  we 
passed  ten  minutes  ago,  with  the  tacit  consent 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  perceive  that  the  wit  of  the  gen- 
tleman is  nearly  as  stale  as  are  his  historical 
facts.  I  simply  wished  for  information  and  I 
supposed  that  it  would  be  given  in  a  courteous 
manner.  I  am  sorry  to  learn  that  such  is  not 
the  disposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12. 
We  are  not  all  blest  with  such  effulgent  rays  of 
knowledge  and  intelligence  as  beam  down  upon 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12:  and  it  sometimes 
less  favored  members  of  the  Council  ask  for  the 
effulgence  of  his  intelligence  I  think  that  he 
should  meet  us  witli  consideration  and  not  with 
contempt.  It  is  true  that  I  was  not  born  in  Boston, 
but  I  think  that  all  that  I  have  said  and  done  in 
her  interest  in  tho  past,  and  all  that  I  shall  say 
and  do  in  her  interest  in  the  future  will  suffi- 
ciently convince  any  fair-minded  man  that  I 
have  her  intorests  at  heart  as  clearly  and  as 
dearly  as  does  any  one  of  her  sons.  I  do  not  rise 
to  make  any  objections  of  a  captions  nature  to 
this  proposition  or  any  other  proposition  that  is 
desired  on  account  of  her  glorious  history  of  tho 
past.  But  I  simply  rose  for  information  to  find 
out  whether  or  not  this  really  was  a  necessity. 
I  did  not  oppose  the  order  in  reference  to  clos- 
ing City  Hall  and  in  reference  to  other  observ- 
ances of  this  day  to  celebrate  the  battle  of  Bun- 
ker hill ;  but  as  it  comes  so  near  the  4th  of  July 
it  occurred  to  me  that  it  might  be  unnecessary 
to  declare  it  a  holiday,  and  as  I  understand  by 
declaring  a  holiday  we  thereby  interfere  with 
the  industries  of  the  city.  If  it  does  interfere 
with  the  industries  of  the  city  I  shall  be  opposed 
to  it.  I  am  not  fully  aware  that  it  does.  I  do 
not  think  we  have  had  time  to  consider  this 
matter:  and  as  I  suppose  the  second  leading  of 
this  ordinance  will  take  place  at  the  next  meet- 
ing I  shall  not  make  any  further  objection  to 
having  it  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading, 
and  Mr.  Wliitmore  moved  a  suspension  of  the 


rule,  that  it  might  take  its  second  reading  at 
this  time. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  certainly  think  we  ought  to  have 
an  opportunity  to  consider  a  little  more  care- 
fully a  matter  of  this  kind.  This  is  the  first  time 
it  has  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Council.  I  think  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  ought  to  allow  the  order  to  go 
over  to  the  next  meeting.  No  doubt  he  has 
made  up  his  mind  in  regard  to  it,  but  he  ought 
to  consider  that  other  members  have  a  right  to 
investigate  this  matter,  and  determine,  each 
one  for  himself,  whether  or  not  this  is  a  wise 
measure.  I  certainly  hope  the  gentleman  in  all 
fairness  will  allow  the  second  reading  to  take 
place  at  the  next  meeting.  I  do  not  understand 
that  there  is  any  haste  about  this  matter. 

Mr.  Whitmobe— I  deem  it  my  duty  in  behalf 
of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  do  as  is  cus- 
tomary, particularly  at  this  time  of  the  year, 
and  to  state  that  the  rule  in  regard  to  ordinances 
is  that  they  go  over  unless  the  rules  are  sus- 
pended for  a  week ;  but  almost  invariably  when 
there  is  no  serious  opposition  raised  to  an  ordi- 
nance the  rule  is  suspended,  because  an  ordi- 
nance is  really  of  no  more  solemnity  than  any 
ordinary  order.  We  are  getting  now,  sir,  very 
near  the  end  of  the  year.  There  is  a  proposi- 
tion here  pending,  which  will  probably  be  car- 
ried, to  adjourn  for  two  weeks.  The  later  we 
get  on  in  the  session  the  harder  it  is  to  get  a 
quorum,  and  as  to  this  matter  1  venture  to  say 
there  is  no  man  except  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  10  who  has  the  slightest  doubt 
as  to  the  advisability  and  propriety  of  the  re- 

fort  being  accepted.  It  is  a  unanimous  report. 
t  was  accepted  and  passed  in  tho  Board  of  Al- 
dermen ;  and  one  reason  why  we  wish  to  reach 
a  vote  is  that  the  committee  desire  to  finish  up 
the  matters  referred  to  them,  as  they  come 
along.  The  only  reason  why  I  speak  in  behalf  of 
the  committee,  is  they  want  to  finish  up  matters 
that  have  been  referred  to  them  as  they  come 
along.  We  desire  as  usual  to  have  the  ordi- 
nances printed  in  pamphlet  form  at  the  time  of 
the  summer  adjournment,  and  the  fewer  loose 
ends  we  leave  behind  us  the  better  Plainly 
and  honestly  speaking,  the  matter  is  one  of  the 
simplest  that  can  come  before  us.  The  ordi- 
nances now  say  that  the  public  offices  shall  be 
closed  on  any  legal  holidays.  The  17th  of  June 
to  every  man  here,  I  venture  to  say,  is  felt  to  be 
as  much  of  a  holiday  as  any  holiday  in  the  year, 
and  to  a  great  many  men  is  felt  to  be  more  par- 
ticularly a  Boston  holiday  than  almost  any  other 
in  the  year.  We  are  merely  recognizing  public 
feeling  and  public  sentiment  in  saying  we  will 
transact  no  business  in  our  offices  on  that  par- 
ticular day.  It  is  a  very  mild  and  inoffensive 
measure,  and  received  the  approval  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  and  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  ask 
the  Council  to  finish  the  matter  up  tonight;  be- 
cause there  is  no  reason  whatever  for  delaying 
it  except  this  desire,  which  so  often  is  shown, 
to  let  a  matter  go  over  and  put  it  off  for  no  rea- 
son that  has  been  given  thus  far.  As  I  say,  in 
view  of  a  probable  adjournment  for  two  weeks 
I  hope  tho  Council  will  be  ready  to  attend  to  the 
UMkttcr  tonight. 

Mr.  Whall— I  sincerely  hope  we  will  wind 
this  matter  up  tonight.  The  probabilities  are 
that  we  will  adjourn  for  two  weeks,  and  we 
may  aswell  settle  this  matter  now  as  two  weeks 
from  now.  The  gentleman  in  the  fourth  divi- 
sion, I  believe,  has  no  doubt  but  that  two  weeks 
from  now,  if  we  adjourn  to  that  time,  it  will 
pass.  I  cannot  understand  why  he  opposes  the 
matter  now,  except  it  comes  from  his  disposition 
to  oppose  holidays  on  ail  occasions.  I  believe 
his  opposition  to  holidays  will  soon  gain  for  liini 
the  name  of  "Anti-Holiday  Ladd."  Saturday 
half  holidays  ho  has  opposed,  and  what  should 
be  the  proudest  day  for  New  England,  and  es- 
pecially for  Boston  and  Massachusetts,  isl  tho 
very  day  he  opposes  ami  tries  the  hardest  not  to 
have  recognized  upon  our  ordinance  books.  Ho 
comes  in  first,  displaying  ignorance  as  to  the 
day. itself,  and  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
might  perhaps  have  handed  him  a  history  of  the 
United  States,  and  from  that  he  might,  have 
learned  what  the  17th  of  June  meant  to  Ameri- 
cans generally,  and  Bostonians  in  particular. 
Again  lie  comes  and  strives  to  make  the  Coun- 
cil believe  that  we  are  making  a  public  holiday. 
If  the  gentleman  as  a  lawyer  bad  read  the  stat- 
utes of  Massachusetts  ho  would  have  found  out 
that  there  is  no  holiday-making  power  except 
the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts.    Wo  cannot 
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make  a  haliday ;  we  cannot  close  a  bank  in  Bos- 
ton. So  that  if  we  close  our  offices  here  we  are 
simply  giving  our  men  an  additional  day,  and  I 
hope  the  thing  will  go  through  tonight  without 
any  more  nonsense.  I  therefore  move  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  I,  a  dp— I  should  not  have  asked  for  official 
intelligence  in  regard  to  this  order,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  fact  that  we  have  just  passed  an 
order  providing  for  the  17th  of  June  this  year, 
so  that  it  seemed  to  me  it  was  not  necessary  to 
rush  this  thing  through  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule.  That  was  the  only  reason  I  objected 
to  it  and  asked  for  time.  I  do  not  oppose  the 
thing  in  itself ;  I  simply  wanted  time  to  find  out 
whether  it  was  a  wise  thing  to  do. 

The  President— The  question  is,  snail  the 
main  question  be  put. 

Mr.  Frost— I  hope  it  will,  sir,  fori  sympathize 
with  it  most  fully.  I  have  the  pleasure  and  hon- 
or of  having  had  my  family  represented  at  that 
battle ;  and  I  take  pleasure  in  saying,  sir,  that 
one  of  my  family  has  the  signature  of  General 
Warren,  one  of  only  a  few  of  his  signatures,  the 
document  containing  which  I  have  in  my  house 
today.  I  take  great  pleasure  in  this,  sir,  and 
hope  the  measure  will  pass. 

The  main  question  was  ordered,  and  the  ordi- 
nance was  passed  in  concurrence.  Mr.  Frost 
moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

Public  Library. 

15.  Report  of  Committee  on  Ordinances,  and 
an  ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  40  of  the  Re- 
vised Ordinances  of  1885,  so  as  to  give  the  trus- 
tees of  the  Public  Library  authority  to  devote 
to  the  uses  of  the  library  the  income  from  fines 
and  from  the  sale  of  catalogues,  etc. 

Report  accepted,  ordinance  passed  in  concur- 
rence under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Superintendent  of  Broadway  Bridge. 

16.  Report  of  Committee  on  Ordinances,  and 
an  ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised 
Ordinances  of  1885,  in  section  one,  in  the  clause 
relating  to  the  engineer  of  Broadway  bridge,  bv 
striking  out  "one  engineer,  whose  yearly  salary  . 
shall  be  eight  hundred  dollars,"  and  inserting 
"two  engineers,  whose  yearly  salaries  shall  be 
eight  hundred  dollars  each." 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question 
came  on  giving  the  ordinance  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  should  like  to  ask  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  for  an  ex- 
planation of  this  order ;  I  have  not  heard  any 
given.  Why  is  it  necessary  to  have  two  engin- 
eers, if  there  has  been  a  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  the  subject,  and  whether  there  are  other 
points  that  he  can  enlighten  us  upon?  I  do  not 
doubt  it  is  all  right,  but  I  do  not  think  it  ought 
to  pass  without  some  words  of  explanation. 

Mr.  Leary— If  the  gentleman  desires  infor- 
mation as  to  why  two  engineers  are  necessary,  as 
a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Bridges  I  can 
explain,  I  believe  the  duty  of  the  Committee 
on  Ordinance  is  to  see  that  it  is  in  proper  form ; 
but  we  had  recommended  some  time  ago  the 
necessity  of  having  two  engineers  on  Broadway 
bridge,  and,  if  the  gentleman  remembers,  there 
was  quite  a  discussion  here  about  it.  It  was 
stated  at  that  time,  because  it  had  been  before 
our  committee,  that  one  man  had  to  be  on  duty 
some  36  hours,  and  in  cases  of  accident  he 
couldn't  go  to  the  courts.  The  matter  has  been 
fully  discussed  before  the  Council,  and  unless 
the  gentleman  wants  further  information  I  do 
not  propose  to  say  anything  more  about  it  to- 
night. 

The  ordinance  was  passed  in  concurrence, 
under  suspension  of  the  rule.  Mr.  Whitmore 
move  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

THE  RESERVOIR  LOT, 

At  the  opening  of  the  session  Mr.  Whitmore 
offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  has  for  the 
past  two  years  forborne  to  sell  the  reservoir  lot, 
Temple  street,  only  from  a  ibelief  that  the  in- 
terests of  the  Commonwealth  and  the  City 
Council  would  be  best  protected  by  such  action. 

Specially  assigned  to  8.15  P.M..  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Whitmore,  who  said  he  would  explain  it 
then. 

Later  in  the  session  the  order  was  called  up 
by  Mr.  Whitmore,  and  the  question  was  on  or- 
dering to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  introduced  this  resolve.  I 
will  say  frankly,  as  a  pretext  to  enable  me  to 
give  the  Council  some  information  in  regard  to 


a  matter  now  pending  between  the  eity  and  the 
State ;  and  I  do  it  at  the  suggestion  of  others 
who  think  that  the  committee  have  some  infor- 
mation which  should  be  made  public.  I  have 
put  the  matter  in  this  form,  Mr,  President,  be- 
cause at  a  meeting,  a  day  or  two  ago,  of  the  Fi- 
nance Committee  of  the  Legislature,  the  State 
treasurer,  in  bringing  forward  his  new  plan  for 
the  new  State  House,  took  occasion  to 
state  that  the  plan  recommended  by  the 
majority  of  the  Committee  on  State  House.com- 
monly  known  as  the  Captain  Sellers'  plan,  was 
a  job  on  the  part  of  the  city  of  Boston  to  sell  its 
reservoir  lot  to  the  State  at  a  high  price.  Well, 
Mr.  President,  I  had  no  chance  at  that  time  to 
repel  the  insinuation,  and  I  trust  it  did  not 
prejudice  the  members  of  the  committee.  But 
I  wish  to  say  briefly  that  this  reservoir  lot  has 
been,  this  year,  in  the  hands  of  a  committee 
who  were  instructed  informally  to  see  what 
terms  could  be  made  witli  the  State  for  the  mu- 
tual advantage  of  the  State  and  of  the  eity; 
and,  sir,  that  committee,  having  been  invited  to 
attend  the  meetings  of  the  Legislative  Commit- 
tee, and  having  seen  the  plans  that  have  been 
offered,  have  been  entirely  of  the  opinion  that 
if  the  State  will  lay  out  and  regrade  Temple 
street,  from  Derne  street  to  Beacon  street, 
making  it  a  street  50  feet  wide,  nearly  level 
from  Beacon  street  to  the  westerly  line  of  Mt. 
Vernon  street,  and  from  there  an  even  grade 
down  to  Derne  street  of  four  and  one-half  feet 
to  the  hundred,  that  the  city  of  Boston  will  be 
in  the  end  a  very  large  gainer,  and  can  afford, 
in  return  for  that,  to  give  to  the  State 
the  reservoir  lot.  The  committee  never 
assumed  for  a  moment  to  say  that  the  city 
would  do  it.  The  committee  has  merely  said 
that,  in  their  best  judgment,  that  was  the  best 
plan  they  could  recommend  the  City  Council  to 
accept;  and  I  believe,  sir,  consideration  will 
show  that  is  the  very  best  thing  for  the  city 
and  the  State.  The  city  of  Boston,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, held  that  reservoir  lot  some  five  or  six 
years  ago,  and  when  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
voted  to  take  it  for  a  site  for  the  new  Court 
House,  the  city  then  proceeded  to  dismantle 
and  tear  down  the  very  large  and  costly  struc- 
ture (the  granite  reservoir)  which  had  been 
there  as  part  of  the  water  works ;  and  after  it 
was  torn  down  and  the  land  was  ready  for  occu- 
pancy the  commissioners  placed  the  Court 
House  on  a  different  site ;  and,  sir,  on  the  21st  of 
last  January,  one  of  the  first  acts  I  did,  on  com- 
ing into  this  Common  Council— having  served 
on  that  committee  in  previous  years — was  to 
bring  the  matter  before  the  City  Council.  Last 
year's  City  Council  appointed  a  committee  to 
consult  with  the  Legislature  and  see  what 
could  be  done  for  the  best  interests  of  all  con- 
cerned. The  matter  was  considered  by  the  Leg- 
islature and  a  resolve  was  passed  allowing  the 
governor  and  council  to  take  any  land  they  saw 
fit  for  the  extension  of  the  State  House.  There 
were  certain  members  of  the  committee  of  the 
Legislature  who  thought  it  best  for  the  State  to 
take  the  entire  lot  bounded  by  Beacon,  Mt.  Ver- 
non and  Joy  streets,  which  would  have  resulted 
in  taking  away  millions  of  taxable  property 
from  the  city  of  Boston,  and  then  to  tear 
down  the  old  State  House  there  and  build  a  new 
and  very  expensive  structure.  Other  members 
of  the  committee  reported  in  favor  of  taking 
the  reservoir  lot  and  five  or  six  houses  on  Mt. 
Vernon  street,  so  as  to  continue  the  State  House 
in  a  northerly  direction,  and  build  a  large  and 
costly  addition  to  the  present  State  House.  It  is 
not  desired,  Ipresume,  that  any  member  of  your 
committee  should  express  an  opinion  as  to  the 
desirability  of  that  plan.  It  is  for  the  Legisla- 
ture to  make  up  their  minds  which  plan  is  the 
best  to  adopt.  But  in  regard  to  the  reservoir  lot 
the  city  has  this  great  interest,  and  only  this: 
We  own  some  30,000  square  feet,  which  is  ap- 
praised this  year  by  the  assessors  at  §187,000.  It 
is  well  that  the  city  should  know  whether  the 
State  desires  an  opportunity  to  buy  the  lot,  and 
if  they  take  it  whether  it  will  be  for  the  interest 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  without  regard  to  the 
price  paid.  I  think,  sir,  the  Council  will  agree 
with  me  that  should  the  State  conclude  to  build 
a  large  and  handsome  building  on  this  line  of 
Temple  street,  on  the  reservoir  lot,  it  would  be 
an  ornament  to  and  an  improvement  of  that 
portion  of  tne  city7 — the  northerly  slope  of  Bea- 
con hill,  which  during  the  past  25  years  has  re- 
ceived very  little  benefits  out  of  the  public 
purse.    It  is  a  part  of  the  city  that  can  be  beau- 
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tified  and  increased  in  value  by  the  wise  expen- 
diture of  money  by  the  State,  and  therefore  I 
think  the  interest  of  the  city  is  clearly  in  favor 
of  putting  such  a  price  upon  the  land  as  will  en- 
courage the  State  to  take  it  from  the  citv.  Well, 
sir,  as  I  have  already  stated,  your  committee 
have  submitted  a  proposition  to  them  that  if  the 
State  will  lay  out  a  50-foot  street,  and  lay  it  out 
on  the  grade  of  School  street,  it  would  be  such  a 
benefit  that  the  city  could  well  afford  to  give 
up  the  $187,000  worth  of  land,  on  the  suppo- 
sition that  it  would  cost  the  city  as  much  as 
that,  and  perhaps  more,  to  lay  out  the  street 
in  that  place.  But  a  City  Council  of  a 
previous  year  has  already  decided  to  make  a 
large  investment  on  that  same  territory.  North- 
westerly from  Temple  street  is  Staniford  street. 
The  city  has  gone  to  the  expense  of  nearly 
$150,000  to  make  an  extension  of  Staniford  street 
down  to  the  Northern  depots,  with  the  inten- 
tion that  Staniford  street  and  Temple  street 
should  be  a  great  line  of  communication  be- 
tween the  North  and  South  Ends,  and  the 
easiest  and  quickest  route,  particularly  for  car- 
riages, to  go  across  the  city  between  those 
points.  The  great  obstacle  to  carrying  out  that 
plan  has  been,  heretofore,  the  terrible  grade  on 
Temple  street  from  Derne  street  up,  where  the 
grade  is  12  feet  in  100  in  places.  If  at  this  time 
we  can  get  this  street  located,  and  graded  down 
to  four  feet  and  a  half  in  100,  we  shall  be  able  to 
do  what  we  have  not  been  able  to  do  hereto- 
fore. Now,  sir,  it  is  perfectly  true  that  it  is  like 
whipping  the  devil  around  the  stump,  but  it  is 
better  for  the  State  to  lay  out  that  street.  In 
the  unfortunate  condition  of  the  city  finances, 
we  cannot  expend  $100  with  the  expectation  of 
its  growing  to  $1000.  We  have  not  the  money 
with  wnich  to  build  this  street.  I  think  I  SDeak 
the  sentiment  of  the  committee  when  I  say  that, 
recognizing  that  fact,  it  seemed  to  them  that  if 
the  city  could  get  the  changing  of  the  grade  of 
that  street  by  the  State,  in  connection  with  the 
enlargement  of  the  State  House,  by  exchanging 
this  piece  of  land  in  question  for  it,  it  would  be 
a  benefit  both  to  the  city  and  the  State.  That, 
sir,  is  the  only  statement  I  desire  to  make  in 
answer  to  the  malicious,  aud  I  trust,  the  ran- 
dom, assertion  of  the  treasurer  of  the  State, 
that  the  city  of  Boston,  through  its  agents,  had 
some  job  which  they  were  trying  to  inflict 
upon  the  State  of  Massachusetts.  All  that  we 
desire,  sir,  is  that  the  interests  of  In-  Stale  shall 
be  protected.  If  the  Legislature  should  conclude 
that  this  was  a  reasonable  and  fairi  exchange, 
we  hope  that  the  City  Council,  when  the  mat- 
ter comes  before  them,  when  the  committee 
have  made  their  report,  will  he  inclined  to  en- 
dorse what  the  committee  have  said.  I  con- 
fess that  I  introduced  this  resolve  Eoi  the  pur- 
pose of  laying  these  facts  before  the  Council, 
because  it  was  not  possi hie  to  gtt  a  meeting  of 
the  committee  and  make  a  report  at  this  time, 
What  I  have  said  is  to  in- taken  simply  as  the 
expression  of  one  member  of  the  committee. 
There  are  other  members  of  the  committee 
present,  and  if  1  have  made  any  wrung  state- 
ments. I  trust  they  will  correct  me. 

Mr.  Fottlkr— As  I  am  an  associate  member 
of  that  committee,  I  wish  to  say  that  I  am  ex- 
tremely giad  that  the  member  from  Ward  12 

has  presented  that  resolve  before  this  hody  to- 
night. I  am  glad  that  he  has  done  so  because  it 
gives  t  In- .it  i/ens  at  large  an  opportunity  now 
to  see  that  there  lias  been  no  job  of  any  kind  in- 
tended by  the  coin  mil  tee  on  I  be  part  of  the  city 

against  the  State.  He  has  explained  very  fully 
the  workings  of  the  committee,  and  has  I <•  1 1  me 
but  very  little  to  say.  I  only  wish  to  add  that  1 
have  attended,  I  think,  about  every  meeting  that 
that  committee  lias  held,  and  Mr.  AV  hit  more 
has  certainly  stated  things  exact  ly  as  we  have 
found  them.  I  hope,  of  course,  that  due  notice 
will  be  taken  of  the  whole  affair. 

Mr.  Short— I  merely  wish  to  say,  Mr.  ('resi- 
dent, that  I  concur  heartily  m  the  expressions 
emanating  from  the  two  other  members  Of  the 
committee,  and  am  of  just  the  same  opinion  my- 
self. In  regard  to  the  statements  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12,  I  heartily  indorse 
them  in  every  respect,  as  a  member  of  that 
committee. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  am  not  a  memhei  of  that  com- 
mittee, but  I  believe  I  was  the  first  to  make  the 
claim  that  the  reservoir  lot  could  .be  best  util- 
ized for  an  extension  of  the  Slate  House,  and 
that  that  was  the  only  possible  excuse  for  tak- 
ing  the   buildings  between    that  lot   and   Ml. 


Vernon  street.  I  still  think  that  that  is  the 
proper  direction  in  which  to  extend  the  State 
House ;  and  I  believe  further  than  that,  that 
while  that  piece  of  land  is  perhaps  sufficient  for 
the  present  needs  of  the  State  House  for  an  ex- 
tension, either  an  entirely  separate  building,  or 
a  building  connected  with  the  present  State 
House  building,  still  I  do  not  think  that  that  lot 
alone  witn  the  present  State  House  lot  will  be 
sufficient  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  future.  I  be- 
lieve that  in  order  to  have  a  State  House  loca- 
tion such  as  the  State  of  Massachusetts  ought 
to  have  in  order  to  satisfy  its  needs  and  the  just 
pride  of  its  citizens  in  its  public  buildings,  that 
the  lot  bounded  by  Beacon,  Joy  and  Mt.  Vernon 
streets  and  Hancock  avenue  should  be  acquired 
by  the  State  for  an  extension  of  the  State  House 
either  at  the  present  time  or  at  some  time  in  the 
future.  I  do  not  believe  the  State  will  act 
wisely  in  its  own  interest  if  it  allows  an  ex- 
pensive building  to  be  built  upon  that  lot 
bounded  by  those  streets  with  that  avenue 
such  as  the  building  on  the  corner  of  Joy  and 
Beacon  streets.  I  believe  that  the  State  should 
first,  before  any  such  building  as  that  is  placed 
upon  any  part  of  that  land,  assert  its  claim  for 
it  in  o  der  that  it  may  be  acquired  as  a  proper 
lot  for  the  State  House.  Then  we  have  a  lot  the 
whole  of  which  fronts  Boston  Common.  If,  as 
one  member  of  the  State  government  suggests, 
we  go  to  the  eastward  and  take  land  be- 
tween Mt.  Vernon  and  Bowdoin  streets,  we  are 
coming  in  behind  buildings  upon  the  opposite 
side  of  the  street.  The  State  House  has  no  such 
exposure,  no  such  location  to  make  it  a  grand 
and  imposing  building,  as  it  would  have  if  its 
extension  is  made  toward  the  north  and  toward 
the  west.  That  lot,  taking  the  reservoir  lot  as 
an  extension  toward  the  rear  to  provide  for  the 
clerical  offices  and  facilities  of  that  kind,  for 
doing  the  clerical  work  of  the  Commonwealth, 
the  front  extending  from  Mt.  Vernon  street  on 
the  east  to  Joy  street  on  the  west,  would  make 
a  magnificent  lot  for  the  State  House  which 
would  well  he  the  pride  of  Massachusetts:  and  I 
hope  no  steps  will  be  taken  which  will  interfere 
*  with  some  such  enlarged  plan  as  that  which,  it 
seems  to  me,  the  future  will  demand.  However, 
Mr.  President,  the  suggestion  is  made  to  me  by 
my  colleague  from  Ward  10  that  now  is  the  time 
to  take  the  reservoir  lot;  and  that  is  so.  Now  is 
tho  time;  they  ought  to  act  quickly.  But,  Mr. 
President,  we  ought  not  to  undertake  to  hasten 
their  action,  it  seems  to  me.  by  adopting  a  reso- 
lution of  this  kind  or  any  kind  which  shall 
show  that  we  are  not  in  perfect  accord  and  sym- 
pathy with  this  movement  on  the  part  of  the 
State  to  utilize  this  lot  for  State  purposes.  I  do 
not  think  we  should  throw  even  this  obstacle  in 
their  way.  We  all  understand  the  necessity  for 
giving  a  legislative  body  ample  time  to  discuss 
such  a  vast  scheme  and  project  as  this  is  for  the 
Slate,  of  Massachusetts.  We  ought,  therefore, 
it  seems  to  me,  not  to  undertake  to  hasten  them 
but  to  aid  them  in  every  possiblo  way  to  como 
to  a  wise  conclusion  ;  and  1  believe  if  they  have 
ample  time  they  will  come  to  the  conclusion  to 
take  tho  reservoir  lot.  1  do  not  urge  it  as  a  job. 
I  do  not  believe  that  any  man  here,  and  the 
gentlemen  here  know  me  pretty  well,  would 
ever  accuse  me  of  being  engaged  in  any  job. 
If  any  gentleman  asserts  that  this  project  for  an 
extension  to  the  State  1  louse  is  a  job,  I  believe 
he  is  mistaken,  and  that  is  putting  it  mildly. 
But  1  believe  that  we  should  afford  every  facili- 
ty to  the  State.  Wc  do  not  want  to  crowd 
around  this  present  Stale  Housebuildings  which 
shall  prevent  the  proper  extension  of  that  build- 
ing in  the.  future;  because  if  wc  do,  and  make  it 
too  expensive  to  extend  that  building,  then 
there  will  be  a  cry  overall  this  State  that  the 
State  House  must  be  located  somewhere  else. 
Now  we  want  it  located  on  Beacon  Hill,  where 
it  has  stood,  where  it  is  now,  and  where  it 
will  lie  in  the  future,  the  crowning  object  of 
our  city  from  all  quarters  about  us.  I  am 
afraid  if  we  undertake  to  cut  down  the  grade  of 
thai  bill  as  suggested  hv  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12, that  possibly  we  shall  make  a  mistake. 
We  do  not  want  to  dwarf  the  State  House  and 
put  it  down  on  a  lower  grade  than  tho  sur- 
rounding buildings.  Thai,  it  seems  to  me,  would 
have  a  tendency  to  dwarf  it.  More  than  that,  it 
will  he  a  vast  sohemo  to  Undertake  to  lower  the 
grade- 
Mr.  What.l— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
question  is  not  whether  or  not  we  shall  spend 
live  millions  for  a  new  State  House,  but  whothor 


JUNE     9,     18  87. 


603 


or  not  the  resolve  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  states  the  facts.  The  gentleman  is  not  talk- 
ing to  the  subject. 

Mr.  President — The  point  of  order  is  not  well 
taken.    Mr.  Ladd  of  Ward  10. 

Mr.  Ladd— As  I  was  saying,  if  we  undertake  to 
change  the  grade  of  Temple  street  and  Mt.  Ver- 
non street,  as  it  runs  north  and  south,  it  will 
necessitate  changing  the  grade  of  the  streets 
that  run  into  those  two  streets  from  the  east  and 
west,  and  if  we  change  the  grades  of  those 
streets  it  seems  to  me  that  we  have  got  to  ex- 
tend them  very  largely.  We  have  already  loca- 
ted upon  Peinberton  square  and  Somerset  street 
what  will  be  the  finest  public  building  in  the 
city  of  Boston  when  it  is  completed,  and  that 
street  at  the  southwest  corner  of  the  lot  stands 
upon  nearly  as  high  a  level  as  the  present  State 
House.  We  do  not  want  to  make  any  change  in 
the  grade  of  those  streets  that  will  interfere 
with  the  grade  upon  which  that  building  is 
built.  Therefore,  while  I  doubt  somewhat  the 
expediency  of  undertaking  to  change  the  grade, 
that  is  merely  a  minor  detail.  The  main  ques- 
tion is,  shall  we  undertake  to  crowd  the  State 
in  such  a  way  by  adopting  this  resolution  that 
they  will  say,  "Well,  we  are  not  dependent  upon 
you.  We  have  plenty  of  land  all  over  the  State 
that  we  can  take  for  a  State  House.  We  do  not 
need  this  particular  lot."  We  do  not  want  to 
take  any  such  position.  Therefore,  I  feel  like 
voting  against  this  resolve  at  the  present  stage. 
We  do  not  want  to  take  that  position.  We  want 
to  afford  the  State  every  facility.  What  is  the 
use  of  our  undertaking  to  drive  the  State  House 
away  from  Boston?  We  want  it  located  right 
here,  and  right  on  that  spot,  and  there  I  hope  it 
will  always  remain. 

It  was  voted  to  close  debate  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Whall,  and  the  resolve  was  read  a  second  time 
and  passed. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  move  a  reconsideration. 

Mr.  Ladd—  I  rise  to  doubt  the  vote,  and  I  trust 
the  Chair  will  recognize— 

The  President— The  Chair  recognized  Mr. 
Whitmore  of  Ward  12,  who  moved  a  reconsider- 
ation. 

Mr  Ladd — I  move  to  assign  that  reconsidera- 
tion to  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Whall— I  move  the  previous  question. 

The  main  question  was  ordered,  and  the 
motion  to  reconsider  was  lost. 

Claim  for  Injuries. 

17.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  and  order 
to  pay  Benjamin  K.  Bliss  $1000  in  settlement  of 
his  claim  for  personal  injuries  received  from  a 
defect  in  Bedford  street. 

The  report  was  accepted  in  concurrence,  and 
the  question  came  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  some  information  in  re- 
gard to  this  claim  from  the  Committee  on  Claims 

Mr.  Foss — This  is  a  matter  which  came  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Claims  a  week  ago  last 
Tuesday  This  gentleman  is  a  very  eminent 
merchant  of  the  city  of  Boston,  by  the  name  of 
Benjamin  K.  Bliss.  On  account  of  a  defective 
highway,  in  Bedford  street,  he  fell  and  broke  his 
ankle.  He  was  confined  to  his  house  some  10 
weeks,  and  when  able  to  go  out  he  was  obliged 
to  go  on  crutches,  I  think,  for  some  six  or  eight 
weeks  after.  It  was  the  opinion  of  the  Law 
Department  in  consultation  with  the  commit- 
tee that  it  would  be  better  to  settle  this  claim  if 
it  could  be  settled  for  the  amount  of  $  1000  rather 
than  go  to  court  and  be  liable  to  lose  perhaps 
"lor  $5000.    The  gentleman,   Mr.  Dyer,  who 


is  employed  by  the  city,  and  who  looks  up  all 
these  matters  for  the  committee,  was  of  the 
opinion  that  it  was  a  very  serious  matter  to  go 
to  court  with,  and  the  liability  would  be,  in 
such  an  event,  that  the  city  would  lose  $4000  or 
$5000.  All  the  evidence  tended  to  show  that  the 
city  was  liable  and  it  would  be  better  to  settle 
the  claim  than  to  stand  the  chance  of  losing 
this  amount  in  a  lawsuit.  This  was  the  unani- 
mons  report  of  the  committee,  and  it  has  been 
to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  passed  unani- 
mously by  the  Board. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  to  ask  one  question, 
whether  Councilman  Blume  was  present  at  that 
meeting? 

Mr.  Foss— I  do  not  think  Councilman  Blume 
was,  but  I  think  every  other  member  of  the 
committee  was  there  excepting  Councilman 
Blume. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence,  under 


suspension  of  the  rule.    Mr.  Foss  moved  to  re- 
consider; lost. 

JVeiu  Cambridge  Bridge  Loan. 

18.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  and  order 
for  a  loan  of  $250,000  to  meet  the  city's  share  of 
the  expense  of  building  the  new  bridge  to  Cam- 
bridge, the  certificates  to  be  known  as  "New 
Cambridge  Bridge  Loan,"  and  to  be  coupon 
bonds  of  $1000  each,  payable  in  gold,  in  30  years, 
bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  3Vi  per  cent  per 
annum,  payable  semi-annually. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question 
came  on  giving  the  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Whall — I  desire  to  offer  an  amendment, 
that  the  words  "in  gold"  be  stricken  out.  In 
explanation  of  my  position  I  desire  to  say  that 
when  this  matter  was  before  the  Committee  on 
Finance  I  was  unavoidably  absent.  Had  I  been 
present  in  the  committee  I  would  have  opposed 
this  novel  departure  in  the  way  of  negotiating 
loans  for  the  city  of  Boston.  I  think  there  is 
one  very  great  reason  against  this  method  that 
might  be  urged,  and  it  is  this :  it  seems  to  me 
that  we  should  not  make  a  distinction  between 
the  method  or  the  manner  in  which  we  propose 
to  pay  large  creditors  of  the  city  of  Boston  and 
smaller  creditors  who  must  receive  their  money 
in  currency  of  this  Commonwealth.  I  do  not 
see  why  the  city  of  Boston  should  guarantee  to 
the  bondholder,  to  the  bank,  to  the  millionaire, 
payment  in  the  best  kind  of  currency,  when  the 
small  creditors  of  the  city,  the  men  who  dig  and 
delve  in  its  streets,  the  men  who  do  all  the  work 
for  the  city,  must  be  paid  arid  be  contented  with 
the  payment  of  the  currency  then  current  in 
this  Commonwealth.  I  can  conceive  that  an 
argument  might  be  offered  in  support  of  pay- 
ment in  gold,  and  it  might  be  urged  by 
those  who  advocate  that  side  of  the  ques- 
tion that  we  might  be  able  to  secure  this  loan 
at  a  lower  rate  of  interest.  I  myself  take 
not  a  particle  of  stock  in  that  argument.  I  do 
not  think  that  now,  when  our  greenbacks  are  at 
par  with  gold,  that  we  will  negotiate  this  loan 
at  one  fifteenth  of  1  per  cent  lower.  And  if  there 
should  be  a  slight  difference  in  the  percentage 
at  which  we  might  negotiate  this  loan,  still  I 
think  we  are  taking  too  great  a  risk.  None  of 
us  are  so  young  but  that  we  can  recall  the  time 
gold  was  varying  from  200  to  285.  Now  the  ques- 
tion is,  shall  we  as  sensible  men  run  the  risk  of 
committing  the  city  of  Boston  to  pay  in  30  years, 
not  $250,000  alone,  but  that  by  a  possibility,  by  a 
combination  of  circumstances,  by  a  foreign  war, 
by  famine,  by  such  calamities  and  accidents  as 
may  happen  to  us  as  well  as  other  nations,  make 
ourselves  liable  to  pay  probably  twice  that 
amount?  We  want  $250,000.  That  is  alll  we  are 
going  to  get ;  and  in  getting  that  we  are  willing 
to  tell  our  creditors,  "We  will  give  you  at  the 
time  of  payment  as  much  money  as  you  give  us 
now.  You  give  us  the  currency  of  *he  State ; 
we  will  give  you  the  currency  of  the  State. 
Then,  in  addition,  for  the  use  of  your  money  for 
these  30  years  we  will  pay  you  3y2  per  cent  a 
year."  I  have  not  any  doubt,  Mr.  Psesident, 
that  the  position  which  I  take  is  one  that  will 
commend  itself  to  the  best  judgment  of  the 
Council.  I  dislike  this  novel  departure,  because 
it  would  seem  to  advertise  to  the  world  that  the 
credit  of  Boston  is  shaky,  and  that  we  must  add 
some  attraction  to  negotiate  this  loan.  It  re- 
minds me  of  the  schemes  that  are  adopted  by 
these  latter-day  tea  stores.  We  must  give  a 
chromo  or  we  cannot  negotiate  our  loan.  I  do 
not  believe  that  this  is  the  state  of  Boston's 
credit.  I  believe  we  can  negotiate  this  loan  even 
without  a  gilt  chromo. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— After  listening  to  the  expla- 
nation of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7,  and  also 
after  such  consideration  as  I  have  given  this 
matter  myself,  after  reading  it  on  the  calendar 
tonight,  I  must  say  I  heartily  endorse  what  he 
has  said.  My  opinion  is  this,  that  when  a  con- 
tract is  being  made  it  should  be  definite.  I  don't 
think  that  the  words  "in  gold"  should  be  |in- 
serted  in  this  order.  I  think,  as  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  has  stated,  that  those  words  should 
be  stricken  out  tonight.  If  a  dollar  today  is 
worth  a  certain  amount,  and  we  contract  for 
certain  results,  we  may  find  that  the  dollar  of 
some  years  hence  will  not  be  what  we  find  it  at 
the  present  time.  If  through  unforeseen  circum- 
stances the  greenback  dollar  should  not  be  an 
equivalent  for  a  dollar  in  gold  or  silver,  it  is 
true,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  has  stated, 
that  we  place  ourselves  in  a  very  precarious  po- 
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sition  by  making  a  contract  to  pay  this  amount  in 
gold  when  a  gold  dollar  may  have  a  much  greater 
value  in  comparison  with  greenbacks  than  it 
has  at  the  present  time.  But  the  contract 
should  be  made  on  the  basis  of  the  standard 
dollar,  whether  silver,  gold  or  greenback,  sup- 
posing that  each  one  is  equal  to  the  other.  Then 
that  is  what  we  intend  to  pay  30  years  from  to- 
day. For  the  benefit  of  those  who  take  the 
loan,  we  trust  that  the  gold  dollar  will  be  equal 
to  the  greenback;  for  our  own  interest,  we 
trust  that  the  greenback  dollar  will  be  equal  to 
the  gold  dollar.  But  we  should  make  the  con- 
tract in  such  a  form  that,  whoever  we  borrow 
this  money  from,  they  will  only  get  in  return 
what  they  contract  for  at  the  present  time. 
Therefore,  I  trust  that  gentlemen  of  the  Council 
will  carefully  consider  this  matter,  and  I  think 
also  we  should  thank  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
7  on  the  Finance  Committee  for  looking  after 
the  city's  interests  when  this  matter  was  being 
considered  by  the  city  government.  I  don't 
think  the  objections  presented  by  the  gentle- 
man have  been  considered  or  presented  by  any 
other  member,  and  I  think  he  has  made  a  special 
point  we  should  all  agree  to. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  am  surprised  that  the  gentleman 
claims  that  the  words  "in  gold"  make  the  mat- 
ter less  definite  than  it  would  be  without  those 
words.  It  has  been  the  feeling  of  the  financial 
world,  I  believe,  for  a  good  many  years,  that 
there  could  be  nothing  more  definite  than  a 
gold  basis.  Now  if  gold  at  this  time  is  the  basis 
of  our  currency,  and  if  we  obtain  the  money  on 
a  gold  basis,  where  is  the  hardship  in  our  hav- 
ing to  return  it  upon  the  same  basis?  If  any 
other  currency  than  gold  should  be  in  use  at  the 
time  that  this  money  is  to  be  repaid,  the  people 
who  receive  it  back  will  not  be  able  to  purchase 
so  much  with  that  money  that  they  receive  back 
as  they  would  be  able  to  purchase  witli  it  at  the 
present  time ;  and  that  difference  will  be  meas- 
ured exactly  by  the  difference  between  the 
value  of  gold  at  that  time  and  tbe  value  of  cur- 
rency. The  memory  of  some  gentlemen  here 
will  bear  me  out  in  that  statement,  for  they 
remember  that  when  gold  was  at  a  premium  in 
this  country  all  other  values  were  equally  in 
excess  of  what  they  are  at  the  present  time  and 
of  what  they  were  before  there  was  a  premium 
upon  gold.  Now  I  say  that  the  probabilities  are 
that  we  will  be  upon  the  same  basis  when  these 
bonds  are  paid  that  we  are  today,— upon  a 
gold  basis.  If  that  were  an  absolute  cer- 
tainty then  the  argument  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  7  would  be  correct,  that 
we  should  get  no  more  for  these  bonds 
than  if  they  were  upon  a  paper  basis.  But 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  it  can  never  be  abso- 
lutely certain,  we  may  get  an  advance  upon 
these  bonds  by  putting  in  the  words  "in  gold." 
Now  if  we  can  get  an  advance  upon  them  by 
putting  in  those  words  I  believe  we  ought  to  do  it. 
If  we  can  get  a  bigger  premium  than  we  could 
otherwise  then  it  is  to  our  advantage  and  we 
ought  to  do  it ;  for  very  likely  careful  financiers 
who  may  take  these  bonds  may  think  the  chances 
are  worth  something  that  gold  will  be  at  a  pre- 
mium when  these  bonds  become  due.  Now 
then  we  can  reap  the  benefit  of  that  feeling, 
whatever  it  is.  Therefore  I  cannot  see  the  ob- 
jection to  including  these  words.  This  is  mere- 
ly an  experiment.  We  try  this  loan,  as  I  under- 
stand it,  and  if  it  does  not  work  well,  if  it  does 
not  sell  for  any  more  than  a  paper  loan,  then  it 
probably  will  not  be  tried  again.  But  if  it  brings 
enough  more  to  make  it  an  object  it  will  doubt- 
less become  the  permanent  policy  of  the  city. 
Now  this  is  the  beginning  of  these  transactions, 
and,  as  I  have  said,  it  is  merely  an  experiment. 
Tlierefore  it  cannot  be  urged  against  this  that 
previous  loans  have  been  upon  a  paper  basis, 
because  it  is  proposed  now  to  make  a  change. 
If  the  change  is  found  to  work  well  it  can  be 
continued.  If  not  found  to  work  well  it  can  be 
discontinued. 

Mr.  Whall- One  would  imagine  from  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  in  the  fourth  division 
that  the  transactions  of  the  United  States  were 
put  upon  a  gold  basis.  That  is  not  my  impres- 
sion of  our  financial  policy.  I  believe  that  the 
United  States  is  one  of  the  great  nations  of  the 
earth  that  still  adheres  to  the  bi-metallic  sys- 
tem, so  that  tbe  silver  dollar  and  the  gold  dollar 
are  interchangeable,  and  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment has  said  that  a  dollar  which  is  worth 
only  87  cents  is  as  good  as  a  gold  dollar  that  is 
worth  100  cents. 


Mr.  Ladd— Democratic  policy. 

Mr.  Whall— Mr.  Bland  never  was  a  Demo- 
crat. Now,  my  main  objection  is  this.  We 
are  inaugurating  a  new  system,  and  the  inau- 
guration of  a  new  system  means  simply  this, 
that  you  are  trying  a  new  system  because  you 
think  the  old  system  does  not  give  you  as  much 
advantage  as  the  new.  If  we  were  compelled 
or  had  been  compelled  to  pay  large  rates  of  in- 
terest, larger  than  smaller  cities  under  similar 
circumstances,  then  it  might  be  praiseworthy 
and  might,  perhaps,  be  obligatory  upon  us  to 
alter  our  financial  policy.  But  I  do  not  believe 
in  trying  this  simply  as  an  experiment.  It  is 
somewhat  like  the  little  boy  who  tried  medicine 
upon  the  baby  as  an  experiment.  As  a  result, 
the  baby's  father  had  funeral  expenses  to  pay  a 
short  time  afterwards.  I  do  not  believe  in  ex- 
periments like  this,  when  we  have  declared  our 
financial  scheme  and  theory,  and  we  have  found 
we  can  borrow  money  as  cheaply  and  well  as 
other  cities  under  like  circumstances,  despite 
the  significant  shake  of  the  head  of  the  gentle- 
man in  the  fourth  division.  Therefore,  I  think 
that  we  are  only  maligning  ourselves  if  we 
strive  to  throw  out  a  gilt-edged  chromo  in  our 
financial  transactions.  I  do  not  believe  that  in 
30  years  from  now  this  country  will  be  so  cir- 
cumstanced financially  that  we  will  ever  see 
gold  at  such  a  premium  as  it  was  in  the  days  of 
the  late  rebellion.  But  not  being  a  prophet  nor 
the  son  of  a  prophet,  as  the  gentleman  in  the 
fourth  division  would  sometimes  have  it  appear 
that  he  is,  I  cannot  foresee  the  future,  and  I  do 
not  know  but  that  in  God's  providence  this 
country  may  again  be  so  visited  that  our 
finances  may  attain  a  deplorable  condition.  But 
I  say,  as  common  sense  men,  don't  let  us  alter 
our  financial  policy.  Don't  let  us  try  an  experi- 
ment when  we  have  a  certainty.  I  think  that 
the  argument  which  I  put  forth  in  the  first 
place  should  have  some  weight  with  this  Coun- 
cil. None  of  us  have  heretofore  thought  there 
might  be  a  fall  in  greenbacks  with  regard  to 
the  Court  House  loan,  or  with  regard  to  the 
park  loan,  some  of  which  is  to  run  50  years; 
none  of  us  thought  of  that.  We  were  willing  to 
let  it  go  as  it  was,  and  it  would  then— if  the 

gentleman  has  read  the  decision  of  the  Supreme 
ourt— it  would  then  have  to  be  paid  in  cur- 
rency that  was  authorized  by  act  of  Congress.  I 
do  not  believe  that  we  should  make  a  distinc- 
tion between  our  great  creditors  and  our  small 
ones ;  and  if  we  undertake  to  pay  greenbacks  to 
the  digger  and  the  delver,  let  us  pay  no  more 
and  give  no  greater  security  to  the  man  who 
twists  the  key  of  his  safe  and  keeps  his  securi- 
ties there. 

Mr.  Leary— I  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Sanuer — I  hope  the  previous  question 
will  not  he  put,  for  it  seems  to  me  that  before 
the  previous  question  is  put  that  the  information 
should  be  given  to  the  Council  that  the  sugges- 
tion as  to  the  change  in  the  negotiation  of  this 
loan  that  the  principal  and  the  coupons  should  be 

Eayable  in  gold  instead  of  currency  was  made 
y  the  alderman  from  the  eighth  district,  who, 
as  we  all  know,  is  president  of  a  national  bank 
as  well  as  a  savings  bank  in  the  city,  and  it 
seems  to  me  is  much  more  familiar  with  finan- 
cial matters  and  much  better  able  to  judge  of  the 
effect  if  such  a  change  should  be  adopted  than 
any  gentleman  in  the  Council.  I  happen  my- 
self to  know  that  there  are  AVestern  debenture 
bonds  sold  in  this  city,  some  gold  bonds  and 
some  currency  bonds,  and  the  gold  bonds  com- 
mand a  premium  of  1  percent.  Sol  must  take 
issue  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  that 
there  will  not  be  any  additional  premium  should 
the  loan  be  paid  in  gold. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  trust  there  are  a  few  moments 
left.  I  am  sorry  I  cannot  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  11,  and  I  do  agee  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  7.  Even  admitting  that  there 
might  be  a  premium  of  1  per  cent,  I  think  we 
would  be  paying  too  dearly  for  the  risk  we  run 


30  years  from   now    in  changing  our  form  and 

gold, 
lieve  any  individual  present  borrowing  money 


making  the  loan  payable  in   gold.    I  do  not  be- 


for  himself,  payable  30  years  from  now,  would 
agree  to  pay  it  in  gold,  even  if  allowed  l 
per  cent  premium.  I  know  I  would  not.  I  do 
not  believe  any  individual  here  for  his  own 
personal  benefit  would  make  any  such  contract 
as  that. 

Mr.  Whitmorh— I  only  wish  to  add  one  sug- 
gestion to  those  already  made  in  regard  to  strik- 
ing these  words  out.    It  seems  to  me,  sir,  that 
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according  to  the  explanation  we  have  had,  the 
onlv  authority  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen.  He  is  the  man  who  desires  to  change 
the  policy  of  the  city  government  in  regard  to 
this  important  matter.  It  seems  to  me,  Mr. 
President,  that  a  change  of  that  kind  ought  not 
to  have  been  sprung  upon  the  City  Council  at  the 
suggestion  of  any  one  man,  however  eminent  a 
man  in  the  financial  world  he  may  be.  I  prefer, 
however,  to  stand  on  this  ground;  it  is  in  the 
highest  degree  unpatriotic  for  us  to  do  anything 
at  the  present  time  to  show  our  disbelief  in  the 
stability  of  the  United  States,  of  its  govern- 
ment or  of  its  finances.  I  don't  see  why  a  city 
holding  now  so  good  credit  that  it  can  get 
money  at  3V2  per  cent,  which  is  the  position 
of  the  citv  of  Boston,  should  without  any 
provocation  or  necessity,  in  advance  throw 
a  slur  upon  the  country  and  its  currency  and 
financial  liabilities.  It  seems  to  me  to  be 
unworthy  of  any  city  council,  and  par- 
ticularly of  that  of  so  rich  and  large 
and  prominent  a  citv  as  Boston.  We  are  getting 

per  cent  on  the  whole  term— not  on  a  year 
but  on  the  whole  term;  that  is  all  that  is 
claimed.  But,  at  the  same  time,  if  we  are 
throwing  any  slur,  even  the  slightest,  as  we 
should  be  doing,  it  seems  to  me  that  we  would 
be  doing  a  very  unpatriotic  act.  For  the 
sake  of  a  mere  pittance  we  are  willing  to  say  to 
foreigners,  because  I  understand  that  the  sug- 
gestion is  that  we  are  going  to  get  this  loan 
abroad— and  that  we  are  willing  to  say  to  the 
world  that  there  is  some  doubt  whether  the 
United  States  is  going  to  be  in  a  position  30 
years  from  now  to  have  a  national  currency  and 
standard.  I  do  not  believe,  sir,  for  that  reason 
alone,  that  I  would  ever  consent  to  vote  for  any 
such  proposition,  and  I  cheerfully  agree  with 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  to  strike  out  the 
words,  and  wait  until  some  unfortunate  neces- 
sity obliges  us  to  acknowledge  some  defect  in 
the.  United  States  system  of  collecting  revenue 
and  establishing  the  credit  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  Lauten — As  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance  I  simply  wish  to  say  there  is  nothing 
behind  this  except  the  fact  that  if  the  bonds 
are  issued  payable  in  gold  the  interest  might  be 
at  a  less  rate.  The  city  of  New  York  can  now 
borrow  money  at  a  less  rate  than  Boston,  and 
the  alderman  who  made  the  motion  in  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  said  the  reason  was  because 
the  bonds  there  were  payable  in  gold.  Five 
members  of  the  committee,  after  a  fair  discus- 
sion, believing  that  that  was  the  fact,  thought  it 
might  be  tried  here. 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Whall's  amendment  was  declared  adopt- 
ed. Mr.Ladd  doubted  the  vote.and  on  his  motion 
the  yeas  and  navs  were  ordered.  The  amend- 
ment was  adopted ;  yeas  49,  nays  7 : 

Yeas  —  Atwood,  Barry,  Bowman,  Carroll, 
Chamberlain,  Clark,  Cochran,  Connolly,  Coyle, 
Desmond,  Dolan,  Fisher,  Foss,  Fottler,  Fowler, 
P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Hayes,  Kelliher,  Kelley, 
Kennedy,  Lattimore,  Leary,  Light,  Mahoney, 
McEnaney,  McKenna,  McNary,  F.  Morison,  F.  R. 
Morrison,  J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Nunan, 
Perkins,  Perry,  E.  J.  Powers,  Reilly,  Shaw, 
Short,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sul- 
livan, Sundberg,  Teevens,  Tracey,  Whall,  Whit- 
more,  Wilson— 19. 

Nays— Burr,  Dewey,  Frost,  Ladd,  Lauten,  San- 
ger, Webster— 7. 

Absent  or  not  voting  —  Blume,  Carstensen, 
Coleman,  Davem,  Duggan,  Dunn,  J.  Gallagher, 
Haggerty,  Harrington,  J.  Murphy,  Norton, 
O'Mealey,  C.  C.  Powers,  Richards,  Thayer, 
Tuttle— 16. 

The  order  as  amended  was  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended and  the  amended  order  was  passed,  yeas 
55,  nays  0 : 

Yeas— Atwood,  Barry.  Bowman,  Burr,  Carroll, 
Chamberlain,  Clark,  Cochran,  Connolly,  Coyle, 
Desmond,  Dewey,  Dolan,  Fisher,  Foss,  Fottler, 
Fowler,  Frost,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Hayes, 
Kehiler,  Kelley,  Kennedy.  Ladd,  Lattimore, 
Lauten,  Leary,  Light,  McEnaney,  McKenna,  Mc- 
Nary, F.  Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  J.  Murphy, 
W.  H.  Murphy,  Nunan,  Perkins,  Perry,  E.  J. 
Powers,  Reilly,  Sanger,  Shaw,  Short,  Snow,  E. 
Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg, 
leevens,  Tracy,  Webster,  Whall,  Whitmore, 
Wilson— 55. 

Nays— 0. 

Absent  or  not  voting  —  Blume,   Carstensen, 


Coleman,  Davem,  Duggan,  Dunn.  J.  Gallagher, 
Haggerty,  Harrington,  Mahoney,  J.  Murphy, 
Norton,  O'Mealey,  C.  C.  Powers,  Richards,  Thay- 
er, Tuttle— 17, 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.  Sent 
up. 

Sundry  Matters. 

19.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  and  or- 
der for  a  transfer  of  §4500  from  the  appropria- 
tion for  wharf  at  Long  Island  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  paupers  at  Long  Island. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was 
read  twice,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule 
moved  by  Mr.  Whall,  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Fottler— I  would  like  to  ask  some  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Finance  whether  that 
bridge  at  Long  Island  is  completed  and  whether 
this  money  is  an  unexpended  balance? 

Mr.  Whall— To  the  best  of  my  recollection 
and  information,  it  was  originally  contemplated 
to  build  two  piers.  The  directors  for  public  in- 
stitutions have  found  that  ouly  one  pier  will  be 
necessary  for  all  the  purposes;  that  leaves  in 
the  treasury  an  unexpended  balance  of  some 
thousands  of  dollars— certainly  a  great  deal 
more  than  we  propose  to  transfer  tonight.  They 
do  need  .$4500  for  this  building;  the  directors 
presented  a  request  for  the  transfer,  and  the 
Finance  Committee  found  the  unused  money  in 
this  appropriation. 

Mr.  Wilson— Do  I  understand  the  gentleman 
to  say  that  the  wharf  has  been  completed,  and 
that  "this  is  a  balance? 

Mr.  Whall— Two  wharves  are  not  necessary, 
and  only  one  has  been  built. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence ;  yeas  52, 
nays  0.    Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 
the  official  report. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  the  rule  was  sus- 

E  ended  and  the  Council  took  up  the  unfinished 
usiness,  viz. : 

27.  Order  authorizing  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing to  make  contracts  and  arrangements  for  re- 
porting and  publishing  the  proceedings  of  both 
branches  of  the  City  Council  for  one  year,  from 
July  1,  18S7,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  the 
appropriation  of  $13,500,  already  made  for  the 
purpose.  The  publication  to  be  made  on  the 
morning  of  the  second  day  following  the  meet- 
ing of  either  branch,  ana  the  form  to  be  similar 
to  to  that  of  the  New  York  City  Record.  The 
said  committee  may  distribute  the  whole  or  any 
portion  of  each  issue,  or  may  sell  the  same,  ac- 
counting to  the  city  collector  for  all  amounts 
received  therefor. 

The  question  was  on  passage. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  have  brought  forward  this 
matter,  it  being  printed  Document  S9,  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Printing,  because  some  ac- 
tion must  be  taken  promptly.  The  contract  for 
printing  the  proceedings  of  the  City  Council  ex- 
pires on  the  1st  of  July.  The  committee  has  had 
the  matter  under  consideration  for  a  long  time, 
and  we  find  that  there  are  just  three  courses  ap- 
parently open  to  the  City  Council ;  one  is  to 
make  a  contract,  if  possible,  with  the  Boston 
Traveller,  which  is  the  only  paper  that  will 
make  a  bid  for  printing  tbe  proceedings;  the 
second  one  is  the  course  recommended  by  the 
committee,  namely,  that  the  reports  be  printed 
as  a  public  document,  in  the  form  recommended 
by  the  committee ;  and  third,  to  give  up  entirely 
any  attempt  to  report  the  proceedings  of  the 
two  branches  of  the  City  Council.  Now,  sir,  in 
regard  to  going  to  the  Traveller,  I  desire  to  have 
it  understood  that  we  have  no  warranty  what- 
ever that  they  will  or  can  afford  to  do  it  during 
the  ensuing  year  at  the  same  price  for  which 
they  do  it  this  year,  namely,  S9000.  The  number 
of  pages  in  the  volume  of  last  year  was  largely 
in  excess  of  that  of  the  year  before,  or  any  year 
before  ;  and  the  Traveller  people  have  com- 
plained very  much  informally,  that  in  taking  it 
at  a  round  sum,  the  work  they  have  had  to  do  is 
greatly  in  excess  of  what  they  have  had  to  do 
m  former  years.  But  on  the  supposition  that 
they  will  take  it  for  $9000,  it  is  certainly  a  fact 
that  we  do  not  get  the  publication  in  the  shape 
that  we  used  to  get  it  in  two  or  three  years  ago. 
The  Traveller  is  a  paper  so  situated  that  they 
have  made  their  arrangements  for  a  special  pa- 
per on  Saturday  evening,  and  cannot  publish 
the  proceedings  of  the  Council  on  that  day.  If 
this  Council  on  Thursday  evening  holds  a 
session  later  than  half  past  10  o'clock,  the 
proceedings  will  not  be  printed  practi- 
cally   before     the    following    Monday.      We 
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might  as  well  understand  that  fact  ; 
because  it  has  given  rise  to  a  great  deal  of  com- 
plaint among  the  members  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  that  the  Board  would  meet  before 
they  actually  bad  an  opportunity  to  know  what 
had  taken  place  in  the  Council  the  preceding 
Thursday.  And,  sir,  I  believe  it  is  not  the  fault  of 
the  Traveller  that  that  has  happened.  In  the  sec- 
ond place.your  Committee  onPrinting  has  looked 
into  the  matter  carefully,  and  are  satisfied  that 
for  the  sum  of  money  appropriated  it  is  per- 
fectly possible  and  feasible  to  print  the  report 
of  the  proceedings  as  a  public  document,  in  a 
form  similar  to  the  New  York  City  Record. 
Seme  of  the  newspapers  have  undertaken  to 
discuss  this  matter,  appa*ently  without  read- 
ing the  report  of  the  committee,  and  they  are 
discussing  it  upon  the  theory  that  there  is  a  job 
connected  with  it.  I  do  not  know  upon  what 
terms  the  City  Record  is  printed  now.  Undoubt- 
ly  when  it  was  first  printed  it  was  a  swindle. 
But,  sir,  it  is  a  swindle  that  might  have  been 
perpetrated  with  the  consent  of  any  newspaper 
in  Boston.  If  we  choose  to  pass  a  vote  giving 
any  newspaper  $20,000  a  year  to  print  our  pro- 
ceedings, it  would  be  a  job,— and  that  was  about 
the  thing  done  under  Boss  Tweed's  administra- 
tion in  New  York,  only  upon  a  larger  scale,  The 
proposition  which  your  committee  make  now  is 
that  we  go  on  exactly  upon  the  same  system  as 
at  present  in  regard  to  reporting;  that  the  sbort- 
hand  notes  be  written  out  and  given  to  any  party 
with  whom  the  contract  for  printing  is  made. 
We  have  had  figures  made  by  the  city  printers, 
Messrs.  Rockwell  &  Churchill,  and  we  are  satis- 
fied that,  taking  the  same  number  of  pages  as 
those  in  the  volume  last  year,  the  document  can 
be  printed  with  an  edition  of  2500  or  3000  for  tbe 
same  money— and,  perhaps,  less ;  certainly  for 
the  same  money — as  we  now  have  in  the  appro- 
priation. And,  sir,  the  advantage  will  be  that 
we  can  have  it  brought  out.carefully  revised  and 
printed,  on  the  following  Wednesday  and 
Saturday,  or,  in  other  words,  on  the  second 
morning  after  the  meeting  of  the  Council 
and  Board  of  Aldermen.  We  can  have  tbe  mat- 
ter revised  by  the  reporter  before  it  is  published, 
which  cannot  always  be  done  now  by  the  repor- 
ter, and  we  shall  have  the  work  done  in  better 
shape.  We  shall  have  the  same  number  of 
copies,  or  more  if  you  desire,  of  the  volume  of 
proceedings  bound  up  and  put  away  as  we  have 
done  every  year.  Those  pages,  as  we  know,  are 
taken  from  the  columns  of  the  Traveller  and 
made  up  into  new  forms,  and  three  or  four  hun- 
dred copies  are  printed.  Besides,  it  is  perfectly 
feasible  and  desirable  that  a  paper  made  up  in 
the  shape  proposed  by  the  committee  shall  bave 
on  the  outside  of  it,  as  part  of  the  standing  mat- 
ter, a  list  of  the  various  public  offices  and  offi- 
cials; a  sort  of  official  directory,  which  is  very 
handy  and  convenient ;  and  we  also  suggest  that 
there  shall  be  printed  the  ordinances  as  they  are 
passed,  andlalso  a  list  of  all  contracts  issued  be- 
tween the  dates  of  publication.  It  is  not  in- 
tended to  supersede  any  other  publication  or 
advertisement,  but  to  enable  us  to  say,  as 
soon  as  people  become  accustomed  to  it,  if 
they  want  to  know  whether  a  contract  has 
been  given  out  or  not,  they  will  find  it  in 
this  paper,  where  everybody  can  easily  find 
information,  according  to  the  plan  which 
has  been  laid  out  by  vour  committee.  In 
regard  to  the  method  of  distribution,  I  wish  to 
disabuse  the  Council  of  anv  idea  that  there 
is  any  very  large  circulation  given  to  these 
proceedings  by  printing  them  iu  the  daily 
Traveller.  I  understand  they  only  print  them 
in  one  edition  of  their  paper.  I  may  be  wrong ; 
but  we  did  not  venture  to  ask,  and  it  would  have 
been  highly  improper,  owing  to  the  remarkable 
strife  of  affidavits  which  has  been  going  on  be- 
tween the  Herald  and  Globe,  for  the  committee 
to  have  asked  the  publishers  of  the  Traveller 
what  their  real  circulation  was.  But  we  as- 
sumed that  they  may  have  between  eight  and 
nine  thousand  city  readers.  Now,  when  we 
print  anything  in  the  Traveller  we  are  not  get- 
ting the  circulation  -of  it  before  those  eight 
or  nine  thousand  readers  who  desire  that 
matter.  It  is  well  known  that  the  Trav- 
eller is  printed  for  a  certain  class  of 
our  population.  It  differs  from  the  Herald  and 
Globe,  and  even  the  Advertiser  or  Record.  It 
has  a  certain  constituency  who  like  exactly  the 
kind  of  doctrine  they  find  in  its  columns.  But 
it  does  not  follow,  and  I  may  say  I  have  the  best 
reasons  for  thinking  that  it  is  not  a  fact,  that 


the  eight  or  nine  thousand  people  who  get 
copies  of  the  Traveller  are  people  who  care  any- 
thing at  all  about  the  information  concerning 
tbe  city  government  contained  therein.  When 
we  contract  with  any  newspaper  for  the  publi- 
cation of  these  proceedings,  it  is  safe  to  say 
they  will  not  sell  100  extra  copies  to  people  who 
want  to  get  the  information.  We  circulate  it 
among  those  people  who  happen  to  have  the 
paper.  If  my  friend  from  Quincy,  Mr.  Faxon, 
should  publish  a  journal  containing  his  views. 
if  we  printed  the  proceedings  in  his  paper,  it 
would  be  safe  to  say  that  our  circulation  would 
be  confined  to  ardent— I  take  back  the  ardent, 
and  say  violent — Prohibitionists.  It  would  not 
follow  that  all  those  persons  are  interested  in 
what  is  going  on  in  the  city  government.  With- 
out intending  any  slur  upon  the  Traveller,  it  is 
safe  to  say  that  probably  not  500  of  its  sub- 
scribers care  at  all  about  receiving  or  reading 
our  proceedings.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  fair 
to  say  that  a  journal  with  an  edition  of  a  thou 
sand  copies,  such  as  I  have  pointed  out,  would 
convey  more  general  information  to  the  citizens 
than  would  the  circulation  of  any  paper  which 
would  take  it.  If  we  could  get  the  Herald  or 
Globe  to  take  it,  we  should  reach  thousands 
and  thousands  of  our  citizens  who  are  inter- 
ested in  the  proceedings  of  the  city  govern- 
ment. But  in  no  evening  or  special  paper  could 
we  get  any  very  large  circulation  among  those 
who  want  to  read  the  proceedings.  Now  I  am 
well  assured  that  we  can  make  arrangements 
with  the  newspapers  of  Boston  to  take  a  thou- 
sand or  more  copies  of  this  paper  and  fold  it  in 
their  own  papers  and  circulate  it  about  the  city. 
In  that  way  we  can  get  a  bona  fide  circulation 
of  five,  ten  or  fifteen  thousand  copies  by  paying 
merely  the  cost  of  the  press  work  and  striking 
them  off,  and  we  can  then  get  such  a  city  circu- 
lation as  we  cannot  get  in  any  other  way  than 
by  going  to  the  Globe  or  Herald.  In  the  order 
we  have  drawn  we  have  made  no  hard-and-fast 
line  in  regard  to  distribution.  The  expense  of 
printing  a  few  thousand  copies  is  a  very  few 
thousand  dollars  indeed.  But  at  present  we 
feel  perfectly  sure,  from  what  has  been  said  to 
us,  that  if  we  want  twenty-five  or  thirty  thou- 
sand copies,  we  can  have  a  careful  distribution 
insured  to  every  person  who  would  like  to  read 
it,  namely,  to  the  persons  of  moderate  means 
who  are  greatly  interested  in  knowing  how  the 
money  is  to  be  spent.  I  hope  I  have  explained 
the  method  of  distribution  as  clearly  as  it  can 
be  done  at  present.  Now,  sir,  in  regard  to  the 
third  suggestion,  that  we  should  stop  the  publi- 
cation. Of  course,  if  you  so  vote,  the  Commit- 
tee on  Printing  are  willing  to  accept  that  deci- 
sion. We  merely  say  that  we  must  have  some 
kind  of  a  decision  at  the  earliest  possible  mo- 
ment, because  the  contract  runs  out  on  tbe  first 
of  Juiy,  and  of  course  then  we  shall  stop  sud- 
denly and  short,  and  that  will  be  an  end  of  it, 
because  we  have  no  authority  to  go  on.  Now, 
sir,  in  regard  to  the  idea  of  giving  it  up  en- 
tirely, I  want  to  have  it  distinctly  understood 
that  it  is  impossible  to  get  any  man  of  talent  to 
make  a  fair  and  intelligent  digest  of  the  pro- 
ceedings and  speeches  of  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil during  any  session.  When  wo  have  the  ver- 
batim report,  we  have  it  all,  whether  good,  bad 
or  indifferent;  the  public  knows  just  what  took 
place.  But,  sir,  the  hardest  thing  in  literary 
work  is  to  make  a  good  abstract.  I  do  not  say 
it  will  not  be  gooil  literary  work,  but  there  is  not 
one  gentleman  on  the  back  seat  who  would  not 
rather  undertake  to  write  out  everything  we 
say  than  to  try,  at  a  half  hour's  notice,  to  give  a 
just  and  reasonably  accurate  account  of  what 
every  member  said  in  the  course  of  debate. 
Suppose  that  we  should  confine  the  publication 
to  the  proceedings  of  the  two  branches.  Well, 
sir,  that  is  what  was  done  before  18G8.  For  five 
or  six  years  the  clerk  of  this  Council  used  to 
publish  annually  a  copy  of  his  journal,  and  of 
course  it  was  the  dryest  matter  in  the  world.  It 
was  merely  a  statement  that  such  a  paper  came 
down,  and  was  passed  to  a  second  reading  or 
not,  or  whatever  took  place,  and  I  suppose  that 
occasionally  the  yeas  and  nays  were  published. 
But  as  for  information,  such  as  I  venture  to  say 
is  given  in  the  debates,  not  one  word  could  be 
found  in  that  mere  skeleton  of  the  formal  pro- 
ceedings. In  18C8  the  City  Council  started  the 
practice  of  publishing  a  full  report  of  what  took 
place,  and  from  that  tune  on  the  practice  bas 
been  continued.  "Well,  sir,  I  have  heard  a  great 
many  criticisms,  first  and  last,  upon  the  city 
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government ;  but  I  have  never  found  a  man  who 
wanted  to  know  what  had  taken  place  in  the 
city  government  but  who  was  glad  to  rind  out 
that  there  was  a  full  and  exact  statement  in 
print  of  what  took  place ;  because  whatever  we 
may  think  of  our  own  debates,  whether  they 
are  forixal  or  whether  pleasant  to  look  back 
upon,  still  they  are  a  lively  portrait  and  picture 
of  what  took  place ;  they  very  often  give  ex- 
pression of  popular  feeling  and  sentiment.  We 
have  gone  to  a  large  expense  in  past  years,  and 
had  a  most  thorough  and  complete  index  of  the 
first  ten  volumes  made,  so  that  anybody  can 
take  it  up  and  track  it  through,  something  that 
one  cannot  do  with  the  proceedings  of  any  other 
municipal  body  in  this  State.  The  Legislature 
does  not  do  it.  I  know  that  some  of  our  wisest 
men  have  concluded  that  one  of  the  great  de- 
fects in  our  Legislature  is  that  the  public  does 
not  know  what  is  going  on  up  there.  The  reason 
why  they  do  not  do  it— I  say  this  on  theTauthority 
of  the  late  Hon.  Charles  Hale— is  they  come  to- 
gether, a  new  House  without  any  money  appro- 
priated for  the  purpose,  and  before  they  can  get 
in  an  order  mid  have  a  report  made,  the  session 
has  gone  so  Tar  that  they  think  it  would  be  use- 
less to  try  the  experiment,  But  other  Legisla- 
tures, ana  particularly  Congress,  do  print  very 
full  reports  of  what  is  going  on,  and  I  believe  it 
to  be  a  public  benefit.  Without  desiring  to 
magnify,  in  the  s  ightest  degree,  the  importance 
of  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  I  do  say  that  we 
expend  sums  of  money  which  make  it  impor- 
tant to  the  taxpayer  to  know  why  and  how  their 
money  is  used.  We  spend  more  money  in  one 
year  than  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts 
spends  in  a  dozen  years.  Now,  sir,  it  is  some- 
times said  that  buncombe  speeches  are  made 
here.  Suppose  there  are.  They  are  made  in 
Congress,  in  Parliament,  and  in  the  Legislature, 
so  that  members  can  have  them  printed  in  the 
country  newspapers,  if  they  are  not  printed  in 
the  city  papers.  They  are  made  everywhere, 
and  I  will  admit  that  buncombe  speeches  are 
made  here.  But,  sir,  from  a  pretty  thorough 
examination  of  the  proceedings  since  1868,  I  will 
veuture  to  say  that  the  buncombe  speeches 
made  here  do  not  amount  to  one-tenth  of  one 
per  cent  of  the  speeches  made  here.  From  a 
careful  examination  of  those  speeches,  I  say 
they  are  invaluable  to  any  man  who  undertakes 
to  do  any  portion  of  the  city's  business.  The 
longer  that  series  is  continued  the  more  certain 
it  is  that  the  value  of  the  proceedings  will  in- 
crease. We  are  today  acting  upon  matters  that 
began  years  and  years  ago.  A  man  comes  into 
this  Council  entirely  new  and  he  will  be  asked 
to  vote  $500,000  for  Stony  brook.  I  say  that  no 
man  can  vote  intelligently  upon  Stony  brook, 
and  act  understandingly,  who  does  not  turn  to 
our  proceedings  and  look  back  and  see  the  why 
and  wherefore  of  the  city's  responsibility  in  the 
matter.  So  it  is  in  regard  to  water,  and  in  re- 
gard to  all  our  public  buildings  and  institutions. 
Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  at  times  there  is 
much  trivial  matter  put  in,  the  amount  of  real 
value  there  is  there,  I  believe  to  be  fully  as  great 
as  will  be  found  in  the  proceedings  of  any  tem- 
porary body  of  men  extant  anywhere.  I  believe 
it  is  money  well  spent,  and  the  great  mistake 
that  has  been  made  heretofore  is  that  the 
system  of  publication  has  been  such  that  the 
great  public  could  not  easily  get  the  information 
they  wanted.  When  we  printed  these  proceed- 
ings in  a  paper  that  charged  four  cents  per  copy, 
many  a  man  who  would  have  liked  the  informa- 
tion did  not  feel  like  buying  the  paper.  But  the 
system  we  present  will  give  every  man  an  op- 
portunity—particularly if  he  will  call  at  City 
Hall  or  at  the  nearest  news  dealers— at  the  price 
of  even  the  Record.  I  think  there  will  be  no 
trouble  in  making  the  distribution.  As  I  have 
said,  I  do  not  see  but  three  ways  for  us  to  pro- 
ceed. One  is  to  go  on  and  contract  with  the 
Traveller;  another  is  to  accept  the  plan  of  the 
committee,  which  has  been  sketched  as  clearly 
as  I  can  set  it  forth,  and  Which  is,  of  course, 
subject  to  correction  and  instruction  at  any  time 
from  the  City  Council;  and  thirdly,  the  only 
course  left  is  to  give  up  practically  any  expecta- 
tion of  having  hereafter  any  publication  of 
the  doings  of  the  City  Council.  I  will  only 
say  as  my  last  word  on  this  matter,  that 
jobbery,  bribery  and  corruption  thrive 
in  the  dark.  I  believe  that  many  a  promising 
scheme  has  been  nipped  in  the  bud  by  the 
light  which  has  been  thrown  upon  it  unex- 
pectedly by  some  member  rising  in  his  place 


and  asking  for  information  or  giving  informa- 
tion. 

Mr.  Wilson — I  rise  for  information,  to  know 
if  there  is  a  minority  report,  and  if  so  I  would 
like  to  have  it  read. 

The  Clerk— It  says  at  the  close  of  this  that 
Aid.  Carroll  and  N.  G.  Smith  dissent  from  the 
foregoing. 

Mr.  Wilson— Inasmuch  as  this  report  is  prac^ 
tically  a  unanimous  one,  as  the  minority  did 
not  see  fit  to  submit  a  separate  report,  I  desire 
to  say  as  a  member  of  the  Printing  Committee, 
that  this  is  a  matter  of  considerable  importance. 
I  appreciate  the  truth  of  what  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  states  that  the  present  method 
of  printing  the  proceedings  is  not  satis- 
factory. It  may.be  that  he  has  discovered  a 
practical  way  of  arriving  at  the  solution  of 
the  matter.  I  trust  he  has.  If  we  accept  this 
method  of  doing  it,  and  try  it  for  six  months,  I 
do  not  see  that  it  can  do  us  any  harm.  There  is 
a  little  difficulty  in  my  mind  as  to  whether  a 
publication  of  this  kind  can  be  run  by  itself 
without  having  some  one  employed  to  take 
charge  of  it,  and  I  fear,  in  my  own  mind,  that 
that  that  person  thus  employed,  after  working 
upon  a  reasonable  salary  for  a  certain  length  of 
time,  may  come  into  the  Council  and  ask  for  an 
increase  of  salary,  and  we  will  then  only  be  get- 
ting another  man  put  on  our  shoulders  to  supply 
with  bis  daily  bread  unnecessarily.  I  do  not 
think,  however,  that  that  is  conclusive  against 
the  many  advantages  which  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  has  fully  set  forth.  There  is  a  certain 
feeling  in  the  Council,  however,  and  I  am  sur- 
prised to  rind  it  so,  that  the  publication  of 
the  full  proceedings  should  be  done  away 
with.  I  have  thought  myself  that  a  ver- 
batim report  was  a  very  advantageous 
thing.  It  gives  the  citizens  an  opportu- 
nity of  knowing  the  character  of  the  men  they 
send  here,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  a  very 
desirable  thing.  But  at  the  same  time  there  is 
a  strong  opinion  existing'  in  the  Council  that  the 
verbatim  report  should  be  done  away  with,  and 
that  we  should  go  back  to  the  old  method.  I 
should  like  if  possible,  at  this  time,  as  the  public 
business  will  not  suffer,  to  have  this  matter  as- 
signed to  the  next  meeting,  so  that  the  feeling 
in  the  Council  against  publishing  the  verbatim 
report  may  take  some  form,  and  we  may  have 
some  action  in  that  connection.  I  shall  vote 
for  the  report  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Whall — I  am  one  of  those  who  represent 
the  feeling  that  publish  inglthe  proceeding's  in  ex- 
tenso  is  all  nonsense.  I  do  not  believe,  and  never 
have  believed,  in  verbatim  reports,  and  with 
that  intention  I  have  prepared  an  amendment 
striking  out  the  words  "reporting"  in  the  second 
and  third  lines  of  the  order  as  printed  in  City 
Document  89,  and  striking  out  the  word  "pro- 
ceedings" and  substituting  in  place  thereof  "a 
journal."  There  are  many  reasons  which  might 
be  offered  in  support  of  the  amendment  which  I 
have  offered.  The  first  I  will  set  forth  is  this : 
It  will  save  expense;  and  instead  of  having  to 
wade  through  some  10  or  12  columns  of  printed 
matter  in  each  of  the  long  sessions  of  the  Coun- 
cil, we  will  then  find  exactly  what  was  done  by 
reading  the  journal,  which  the  clerk  prepares 
the  next  day,  and  which  probably  will  not  be 
one  twentieth  as  long.  The  item  of  saving  ex- 
pense in  type  setting  can  be  seen  immediately. 
The  journal,  I  venture  to  say,  will  not  be  one 
twentieth  as  long  as  the  verbatim  report  of  the 
proceedings.  There  is  a  saving  immediately. 
It  will  do  away  also  with  the  necessity  of  hav- 
ing stenographers ;  there  is  another  saving. 
Besides  the  saving  in  composition  and  printing, 
you  have,  if  you  follow  the  order,  the  opportu- 
nity of  sending  your  information  where  it  is  to 
do  the  most  good.  You  are  going  to  have  a  bona 
fide  reading  class.  At  present  I  have  no  doubt 
that  one  half  of  the  supplements  which  the 
Traveller  issues  find  no  higher  object  in  their 
existence  than  in  securely  wrapping  farm-made 
New  Hampshire  butter.  I  believe  that  as  much 
of  that  edition  is  used  for  wrapping  up  par- 
cels as  ever  greets  the  eyes  of  readers,  because 
a  good  many  readers  of  this  paper  are  out-of- 
town  readers.  They  have  no  more  interest 
in  what  the  City  Council  of  Boston  does.and  the 
exact  words  they  utter  in  their  meetings  than 
we  have  with  what  takesplace  in  the  palace  of 
the  Khedive  or  the  palace  of  the  Mikado.  We 
have  nothing  to  do  with  it — 1  accept  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  gentleman  in  my  rear:  we  have 
no  more  interest  than  in  the  deliberations  of  the 
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Senate,  the  House  of  Lords,  or  whatever  it  is  in 
the  Sandwich  Islands.  [Laughter.1  Now  t'  e 
only  persons  interested  in  our  proceedings  are 
citizens  of  Boston  and  the  people  whose  money 
goes  into  our  treasury  in  the  shape  of  taxes  to 
pay  for  what  we  order.  It  has  been  urged  to- 
night as  one  of  the  reasons  why  the  publication 
of  the  verbatim  report  should  be  continued, 
that  new  members  could  not  act  intelligently 
unless  they  had  these  verbatim  reports  of  pre- 
vious years.  That  is  a  serious  reflection,  and 
one  which  I  myself,  though  1  have  no  great  re- 
spect for  tbat  body,  would  not  dare  to  make 
in  regard  to  the  Legislature  of  Massachu- 
setts. They  pass  upon  grave  and  weighty 
questions  and  have  nothing Tout  the  simple,  bald, 
dry  statement  of  the  proceedings.  They  have 
nothing  but  the  journal  which  the  clerk  of 
each  branch  makes  up.  Still  I  venture  to  say 
that  the  majority  party  in  both  those  houses 
does  not  act  without  deliberation,  while  I  have 
not  very  great  respect  for  that  body;  and  I 
venture  to  say  they  have  reasons  for  their  action, 
be  they  good  or  bad.  I  believe  that  the  publica- 
tion of  these  reports  in  extenso  is  all  nonsense 
and  all  buncombe.  I  probably  must  plead  guilty 
to  the  charge  that  speeches  of  mine  have  cost 
the  city  of  Boston  a  great  deal  for  composition 
and  have  used  up  a  lot  of  paper,  but  that  they 
have  done  so  is  simply  because  the  nature  of  the 
subject  I  was  debating  required  extended  re- 
marks. The  fact  that  they  were  to  be  printed 
verbatim  et  literatim  did  not  induce  me  to 
make  them  longer,  more  weighty  or  more  elo- 
quent. I  believe  in  some  cases  the  mere  fact 
that  ones  name  appears  in  print,  may  have  oper- 
ated to  the  effect  that  a  speech  was  sprung  upon 
us,  that  otherwise  would  have  never  seen  the 
daylight.  "It's  pleasant,  sure,  to  see  one's  name 
in  print,"  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  fact  that 
his  every  word  was  to  be  printed  and  spread  be- 
fore the  eyes  of  admiring  constituents,  and  per- 
haps loving  friends, may  have  been  an  incentive 
and  perhaps  the  sole  oncentive  to  some  of  the 
improvised  eloquence  we  have  had  the  pleasure 
of  listening  to.  I  believe  that  if  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton could  get  along  front  1822  to  186S  with  simply 
the  journals  of  their  predecessors  before  them, 
and  the  State  Legislature  of  Massachusetts 
could  get  along  from  the  formation  of  the 
government  down  to  the  present  year 
of  our  Lord,  1887.  with  nothing  but  the 
journals  of  its  predeoessors,  that  we  must  be 
singularly  obtuse  and  singularly  incompetent 
for  the  duties  which  the  votes  of  the  people 
have  called  us  to  perform  if  we  cannot  do  the 
same.  I  think  a  great  expense  will  be  saved  to 
the  city  of  Boston  if  we  have  simply  the  journal 
of  our  body  printed.  The  people  of  New  York 
who  have  published  this  record  are  doing  ex- 
actly what  I  am  trying  to  get  the  city  of  Boston 
to  do  now.  They  simply  publish  in  the  New 
York  Record  the  abstract  journal,  simply  the 
journal  itself— not  what  Mr.  Jones  or  Mi'.  Smith 
or  Mr.  Brown  said,  because  no  one  cares  but 
himself  probably  what  he  did  say.  They  pub- 
lish what  the  Council  does.  That  is  what  effects 
the  pocketbooks  of  the  taxpayers,  and  if  people 
are  curious  to  know  the  attitude  of  their  repre- 
sentatives on  certain  questions  the  yea  and  nay 
vote  is  always  there,  and  on  important  measures 
the  yea  and  nay  vote  is  always  called  for ;  in  fact, 
it  is  called  for  on  unimportant  measures.  The 
daily  press  gives  to  the  public  all  it  can  reason- 
ably demand.  Does  any  person  who  reads  the 
daily  press  of  Boston  find  himself  in  the  dark 
as  to  the  opinions  and  practice  of  the  members  of 
the  Legislature  upon  important  issues?  I  ven- 
ture to  say  that  the  reading  public  of  the  city  of 
Boston  or  the  State  of  Massachusetts  know  as 
well  the  position  of  their  several  representa- 
tives, both  in  the  House  and  in  the  Senate, upon 
important  questions,  as  the  citizens  of  Boston 
on  the  position  ol  any  gentleman  upon  this 
floor  upon  any  important  question  which  has 
come  before  us,  As  I  stated  before— and  this  is 
the  business  argument— we  save  the  expense 
of  composition;  we  save  the  expense  of 
paper,  and  we  probably  save  the  eye-sight 
of  a  reading  public,  if  there  is  such  a 
thing  in  regard  to  our  proceedings.  Then 
we  save  the  expense  of  stenographers. 
We  will  not  need  them  any  longer.  The  clerk 
of  each  branch  prepares  his  journal  the  very 
next  day  after  the  session.  It  probably  would 
not  take  half  a  column— certainly  not  more  than 
a  column  of  the  Traveller— to  print  the  journal 
of  this  branch  after  the  longest  session  that  we 


have,  and  that  would  be  sent  to  the  printers  of 
this  record  and  the  clerks  could  correct  their 
respective  journals.  We  could  thus  get  rid  of  a 
vast  amount  of  expense.  I  believe  the  commit- 
tee have  taken  the  right  position  in  advocating 
a  City  Hall  paper.  I  believe  that  is  a  correct 
position,  because  we  save  then  a  great  deal  ol 
money  that  we  would  otherwise  give  to  out- 
siders for  advertising  purposes.  The  money  that 
we  give  to  the  great  leading  dailies  I  think  is 
well  spent;  but  the  money  we  give  to  every 
little  picayune  sheet  which  has  the  temirity  to 
show  itself  only  once  in  seven  days,  I  think  is 
money  badly  spent  and  should  be  dropped.  I 
sincerely  hope  my  amendment  will  prevail.  I 
move  to  amend  the  order  in  lines  two  and  three 
by  striking  out  "reporting  and,"  and  also  by 
striking  out  the  word  "proceedings,"  and  in- 
serting in  place  thereof  the  word  "journals." 

Mr.  Wilson— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I  de- 
sire to  know  whether  the  motion  to  amend 
lakes  precdence  of  the  motion  to  assign?  If  it 
does  not  I  desire  to  withdraw  my  motion  to 
assign. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  claim  to  be  an  economist,  but  I  do 
not  believe  that  under  any  republican  form  of 
government  it  is  safe  to  economize  in  the  way 
of  saving  printers'  ink  or  printers'  labor.  Pub- 
licity and  the  utmost  publicity  is  the  only  safe- 
guard of  republican  institutions.  Let  us  do 
nothing  which  will  curtail  in  any  way  the  pub- 
licity of  our  proceedings  or  the  publicity  of  any 
legislative  proceedings.  To  my  mind  there  is  a 
great  satisfaction  in  the  fact  that  there  is  a  ver- 
batim report  of  our  proceedings,  for  few  men 
are  capable  of  making  an  abstract  of  proceed- 
ings such  as  take  place  here  in  one  evening  that 
shall  be  in  any  respect  accurate  or  fair.  1  do  not 
reflect  up.on  the  reporters  who  are  accustomed 
to  report  the  proceedings  of  this  Council.  But 
the  thing  is  impossible:  it  cannot  be  done.  The 
reporter  will  rind  that  his  report  is  more  or  less 
colored  by  his  own  feelings,  and  possibly  when 
revised  by  the  editor  of  his  journal  it  will 
be  more  or  less  colored  by  his  own  feel- 
ings, until  the  position  of  the  various 
speakers  is  entirely  different  from  what  they 
intended  it  should  be.  The  only  safety  in  a 
matter  of  this  kind  is  in  the  verbatim  report, 
and  that  is  the  safety  and  security  of  every 
member.  He  is  not  then  misrepresented.  He 
can  go  to  that  and  show  positively  what  be  said 
on  any  subject  and  what  position  he  took.  I 
believe  that  the  interests  of  the  city  of  Boston 
are  best  served  by  the  utmost  publicity  in  re- 
gard to  the  doings  of  its  city  government.  I  do 
not  believe  there  would  be  the  same  publicity 
if  these  advertisements  were  inserted  in  a  sheet 
circulated  exclusively  by  the  city  of  Boston.  I 
believe  we  want  our  proceedings  in  a  daily 
journal  where  anybody  can  go  and  pur- 
chase it  at  a  merely  nominal  price.  We  will 
then  have  an  opportunity  to  see  just  what 
takes  place  in  the  Council.  That  is, 
in  my  judgment,  the  great  safeguard  that 
every  member  has.  I  have  never  experienced 
very  great  difficulty,  and  I  think  the  difficulties 
have  been  magnified,  in  connection  witli  the 
present  system.  I  believe  that  it  works  very 
well  now.  We  do  not  know  how  well  nor  how  ill 
the  proposed  new  system  wou'd  work.  There  are 
probably  inseparable  from  any  system  more  or 
less  objections.  I  think  we  had  "better  bear  the 
ills  we  have  than  flee  to  those  we  know  not  of," 
and  I  can  see  that  in  this  proposed  scheme  there 
are  serious  objections. 

Mr.  Fottleii— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
no  quorum  is  present. 

Mr.  Whitmork— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order  also. 
The  gentleman  ought  to  know  by  this  time,  as 
an  old  nicin  her,  that  he  cannot  interrupt  a  speak- 
er to  raise  that  question. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken,    Mr.  Ladd  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  think  we  should  carefully  con- 
sider this  matter  before  wo  undertake  to  make 
this  change.  The  same  proposition  was  brought 
forward  last  year.  We  were  confronted  by  this 
question  of  printing  the  proceedings,  and  loud 
outcries  were  made  tbat  we  were  not  properly 
treated,  and  that  some  other  plan  was  better 
than  the  plan  now  in  uso.  But  we  got  over  that 
in  some  way,  and  have  got  along  very  well  for 
the  year,  and  I  believe  that  we  shall  get  along 
very  well  in  the  future  if  we  stick  to  the  present 
system  rather  than  undertake  to  go  into  journal 
making  on  the  part  of  the  city  of  Boston.    I  be- 
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lieve  that  this  thing,  although  based  upon  small 
things  in  the  beginning,  will  grow  and  grow  if 
it  is  allowed  to  assume  its  present  shape,  until 
it  will  become  an  immense  department 
carried  on  at  immense  expense  by  the 
city  of  Boston,  and  perhaps  more  or  less 
influenced,  colored  and  controlled  at  City  Hall 
by  the  powers  that  be.  I  would  like  to  have  the 
report  of  the  proceedings  entirely  aloof  from 
any  such  influence  as  that.  I  would  like  to  have 
these  proceedings  printed  practically  as  they 
have  been  printed  during  my  experience  in  the 
City  Council.  I  believe  the  work  has  been  done 
well— as  well  as  it  could  be  done  under  the 
circumstances.  Moreover,  I  believe  that  if  the 
reform  were  inaugurated  which  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  suggesting  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  that  there  would  be  no  difficulty  at  all. 
\Ve  would  have  a  report  of  these  proceedings 
before  us  every  night  following  the  meeting  of 
this  Council,  without  any  difficulty  whatever, — 
and  that  suggestion  was  that  we  limit  our 
sessions  to  half  past  ten  o'clock  every  night, 
unless  48  votes  can  be  secured  to  sus- 
pend that  rule.  I  believe  that  would  bring 
about  such  a  reform  that  no  cbange  would  be 
necessary  in  the  report  of  those  proceedings.  It 
would  be  found  unncessary  for  this  Council  to 
sit  later  than  10  30  any  night,  and  if  we  did 
not  our  proceedings  could  be  printed  the  next 
day,  and  there  would  be  no  trouble  what- 
ever. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McNary  it  was  voted  to  close 
debate,  and  the  question  came  on  the  adoption 
of  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Whall.  The 
amendment  was  declared  lost;  Mr.  Whall 
doubted  the  vote  and  called  for  a  verification  by 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  declared  not  ordered. 
Mr.  Whall  doubted  the  vote,  a  rising  vote  was 
taken,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  were  declared  or- 
dered on  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  take  it  that  the  yeas  and 
nays  having  been  ordered  there  is  a  chance  for 
five  minutes'  debate,  and  I  shall  avail  myself 
of  it  merely  to  say  that  I  am  surprised  beyond 
measure  at  the  attack  make  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  at  this  time  on  the  present  system. 
It  is  a  matter  which  has  been  for  two  months  or 
more  before  the  committee,  It  is  a  matter  they 
have  given  a  great  deal  of  time  and  attention 
to,  on  the  supposition  that  the  Council  desired 
to  continue  the  system  of  publication.  And 
now,  sir,  to  have  the  matter  brought  up  for  the 
first  time  and  opposition  shown  to  the  idea  of 
verbatim  reports  it  seems  to  me  is  not  treating 
the  committee  fairly.  If  the  matter  had  been  de- 
bated when  it  was  referred  it  would  have  saved 
the  time  of  the  committee  and  the  time  of  every 
person  who  has  been  inquiring  into  the 
method  of  publication.  If  you  don't  wish  to  sup- 
press entirely  publicity  and  put  an  end  to  pub- 
lic opinion  in  regard  to  what  the  Council  does, 
it  seems  to  me  that  this  opposition  should  not 
have  been  kept  back  until  we  are  so  near  the 
end  of  the  year,  as  a  means  of  delay  to  carry 
this  matter  over  to  another  meeting,  which 
will  probably  succeed  in  defeating  the  mat- 
ter entirely ;  because  when  our  contract 
expires  on  the  first  day  of  July,  if  there 
is  an  intermission  for  a  week  or  two 
the  whole  connection  is  broken  unless  the 
reporter  should,  upon  his  own  risk,  care 
to  take  notes  and  keep  them.  Unless  he 
did  so  there  would  be  a  break  in  our  records 
which  could  never  be  made  good,  of  course,  and 
it  would  be  a  strong  card  in  favor  of  the  gentle- 
men who  desire  hereafter  to  stop  publicity. 
But  I  for  one  do  not  want  to  see  that  done, 
and  I  hope  that  every  member  will  take  it  upon 
himself  to  see  that  it  is  not  done.  I  have  been  in 
the  Council  both  with  the  majority  and  minori- 
ty. I  would  say,  from  my  experience,  that  the 
greatest  safeguard  for  a  minority— and  there  is 
no  party  in  a  city  but  may  find  itself  in  a 
minority  sometimes— is  the  effect  of  the  pub- 
licity which  may  be  given  by  verbatim  reports 
of  the  speeches  of  any  man,  no  matter  whether 
he  be  in  a  minority  of  one  out  of  72  members. 
It  is  a  safeguard  to  the  city's  interests.  But 
when  you  come  down  to  the  idea  of  stopping 
general  publicity,  I  would  say  to  the  members 
of  the  Council  that  the  effect  would  be  to  stop 
the  public  scrutiny  of  the  expenditure  of  public 
money  and  the  management  of  public  affairs. 
It  may  be  a  good  thing  to  do,  or  it  may  not  be, 
but  that  is  the  inevitable  result. 

Mr.  Sanger  — 1  believe  I  have  a  minute 
and  a  half  left.     I    simply  wish  in    a    short 


time  to  define  my  position  on  this  matter. 
I  bave  looked  at  the  records  of  the  Coun- 
cil minutes  of  the  last  three  years,  and  find 
that  for  1886  there  were  1242  pages  in  the 
proceedings,  in  1885  there  were  929  pages,  and  in 
1884  there  were  672  pages— an  increase  of  about 
300  pages  each  year.  'If  that  keeps  on  for  the 
next  10  years,  it  seems  to  me  it  will  be  a  very 
expensive  piece  of  business  to  publish  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  City  Council  of  Boston.  My  idea 
is,  that  inasmuch  as  the  most  talking  is  done  by 
men  who  are  ready  and  fluent  in  speaking,  that 
the  Council's  minutes  are  largely  rilled  with  re- 
marks of  those  gentlemen ;  whereas  if  there 
were  not  a  verbatim  report  printed  in  the  pa- 
pers, perhaps  we  would  hear  the  opinions  of 
these  other  people  who  are  able  to  express 
themselves  with,  perhaps,  not  the  same  fluency 
that  some  men  do,  but  still  most  intelligently, 
and  it  would  give  us  the  benefit  of  their  opinion. 
We  would  thereby  have  a  more  general  debating 
society  than  we  have  when  so  few  men  talk  as 
do  talk  in  the  Council.  For  those  reasons,  and, 
further  than  that,  that  I  believe  that  the  public 
generally  takes  no  interest  in  reading  the  pro- 
ceedings in  the  Traveller,  and  would  be  just  as 
well  satisfied  to  read  a  journal  which  tells 
them  what  is  done  from  time  to  time,  I  think 
that  that  change  of  system  would  be  just  as 
satisfactory  to  the  public  as  the  verbatim  re- 
port which  we  have  now. 

Mr.  Whall— I  desire  at  this  time,  by  way  of 
personal  explanation,  to  answer  two  of  the 
charges  raised  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12. 
First  of  all,  I  am  not  opposed  to  publicity,  but  I 
am  opposed  to  wasting  the  public  money  for 
simple,  sheer  nonsense.  I  think  the  idea  of  the 
verbatim  report  is  absolute  and  sheer  nonsense. 
I  also  desire  to  say  that  I  have  not  opposed  this 
matter  before  because  I  have  not  had  a  chance 
to  oppose  it.  I  didn't  intend  to  weigh  it  down 
with  any  remarks  of  mine  when  it  was  referred 
to  the  committee.  And  if  the  committee  reports 
here  at  the  eleventh  hour  that  is  the  com- 
mittee's fault.  I  have  made  my  criticisms  on 
the  order  at  the  first  available  opportunity.  I 
don't  know  whether  this  will  pass  tonight  or 
not,  but  I  am  glad  that  those  of  us  who  think 
the  verbatin  report  is  simple,  sheer  nonsense 
will  have  a  chance  to  put  ourselves  on  record 
and  say  so.  I  believe  the  taxpayers  of  the  city 
of  Bostom  will  see  that  we  are  not  striving  to 
make  a  Star  Chamber  of  this  place,  but  are 
striving  to  save  from  $6000  to  $10,000  a  year. 

The  amendment  was  lost ;  yeas  15,  nays  29. 

Yeas — Bowman,  Clark,  Dewey,  P.J.  Gallagher, 
Mahoney,  McKenna.  F.  Morison,  J.  J.  Murphy, 
Richards,  Sanger,  Shaw.  Snow,  E.  Sullivan, 
J.  H.  Sullivan,  Whall-15. 

Nays — Atwood,  Barry,  Carroll,  Chamberlain, 
Cochran,  Connolly,  Fisher,  Foss,  Fowler.  Har- 
rington, Hayes,  Kel'ley,  Kennedy.  Ladd,  Leary, 
Light.  McEnaney,  McNary,  F.  R.  Morrison,  W. 
H.  Murphy,  Nunan,  Perkins,  E.  J.  Powers,  Short, 
R.  Sullivan,  Teevens,  Tracy,  Webster.  Whitmore 
—29. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Blume,  Burr,  Carsten- 
sen,  Coleman,  Coyle,  Davern,  Desmond.  Dolan, 
Duggan,  Dunn,  Fottler,  Frost,  J  Gallagher, 
Gomez,  Haggerty,  Keliher.  Lattimore,  Lauten, 
J.  Murphy,  Norton,  O'Mealey,  Perry,  C.  C.  Pow- 
ers, Reilly,  Sundberg,  Thayer,  Tuttle,  Wilson— 
28. 

Tlie  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  or- 
der. 

The  Chair  was  in  doubt,  and  a  rising  vote  was 
taken,  12  members  voting  in  the  affirmative 
and  21  in  the  negative. 

The  President — It  appears  by  the  roll-call 
that  no  quorum  is  present. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  suppose  under  the  rules 
that  we  stand  adjourned  as  there  was  no  quo- 
rum shown  on  the  roll-call. 

Mr.  Whall— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  No 
roll-call  was  taken  and  there  are  gentlemen 
present  who  may  not  have  voted.  It  was  only  a 
standing  vote. 

Mr.  Fowler— It  must  be  manifest  to  all  tnat 
a  quorum  is  present,  if  the  gentleman  will  take 
care  to  count  them. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  withdraw  the  suggestion  I 
made.  I  understood  from  the  Chair  that  there 
was  a  roll-call. 

The  President— It  is  not  a  vote. 

Mr.  Whitmore  doubted  the  vote  and  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Whitmore— On  the  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  I  believe  there  is  five  minutes  for  debate, 
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and  I  desire  merely  to  ask  the  Council  before 
they  vote  to— 

Mr.  Fowler— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order— were 
not  the  yeas  and  nays  ordered  ? 

The  President — Not  on  the  passage  of  the 
order,  but  the  amendment, 

Mr.  Whitmore— It  seems  to  me  there  must  be 
some  misunderstanding.  I  may  suggest  that  if 
the  majority  report  is  not  satisfactory  there  can 
be  nothing  else  suggested  except  giving  up  the 
verbatim  reports.  If  you  do  not  want  to  accept 
the  majority  report,  let  the  matter  be  recom- 
mitted, with  instructions  that  we  do  what  we 
can ;  but  in  point  of  fact,  if  the  report  of  the 
committee  is  rejected,  that  is  an  end  of  the  ques- 
tion of  verbatim  reports  at  coming  sessions.  If 
the  Council  so  intended,  I  shall  be  surprised 
that  they  didn't  vote  for  the  amendment  offered 
by  the  gentleman  from  AVard  7.  But  if  the 
Council  desires  to  keep  up  the  system  of  reports, 
it  seems  to  me  they  should  either  adopt  the  re- 
commendations of  the  committee,  or  else  direct 
them  to  advertise,  or  do  something.  But  doing 
nothing  is  carrying  out  exactly  what  the  Council 
voted  two  months  ago  that  they  didn't  want,  by 
a  yea  and  nay  vote.  Therefore  I  hope  they  will 
either  accept  the  committee's  report,  or,  if  they 
don't  want  it  in  that  shape,  that  they  will  re- 
commit it,  or  do  something  else.  But  as  it 
stands  you  reverse  the  decision  of  two  months 
ago,  and  1  believe  a  rejection  of  the  committee's 
report  simply  means  the  abolition  of  any  re- 
ports for  the  coming  year. 

Mr.  Fowler— I  would  ask  if  a  motion  to  re- 
commit to  the  committee  is  now  in  order? 

The  President  —  No  motion  is  in  order  at 
the  present  time,  while  the  question  is  on  order- 
ing the  roll-call.  The  question  is  on  ordering 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Ladd — Mr.  President,  I  want  to  say  that 
there  is  no  occasion  for  surprise  on  account  of 
the  change  in  the  vote.  The  fact  is  that  the 
members  of  the  Council  are  well  satisfied  with 
the  system  at  the  present  time  in  use,  and  that 
is  a  perfect  explanation  of  the  last  vote. 

The  order  was  rejected ;  yeas  17,  nays  24 : 

Yeas— Atwood,  Barry,  Bowman,  Cochran,  Fow- 
ler, Hayes,  Leary,  McEnaney,  McNary,  W.  H. 
Murphy,  E.  J.  Powers,  Richards,  Short,  R.  Sul- 
livan, Teevens.  Tracy,  Whitmore— 17. 

Nays— Carroll,  Chamberlain.  Clark,  Connolly, 
Dewey,  Fisher,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Kelley,  Ladd, 
Light,  Mahoney,  McKenna,  F.  Morison,  F. 
R.  Morrison,  J.  J.  Murphy,  Nunan.  Perkins, 
Sanger.  Shaw,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sulli- 
van, Webster,  Whall— 24. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Blume,  Burr,  Carsten- 
sen,  Coleman,  Coyle,  Davern,  Desmond.  Do- 
lan,  Duggan,  Dunn,  Foss,  Fottler,  Frost,  J. 
Gallagher,  Gomez.  Haggerty,  Harrington.  Kei- 
iher,  Kennedy,  Lattimore,  Lauten,  J.  Murphy, 
Norton.  O'Mealey.  Perry,  C.  C.  Powers,  Reillyl 
Sundberg.  Thayer,  Tuttle,  Wilson— 31. 

Mr.  McNary— I  move  to  reconsider  that  vote, 
Mr.  President.  I  now  move  that  the  reconsider- 
ation be  assigned  to  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Whall— I  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  McNary— I  believe  on  that  I  have  10 
minutes  for  debate.  I  hope  the  main  question 
will  not  be  ordered,  because  I  think  if  it  is  the 
Council  will  be  doing  a  very  peculiar  piece 
of  business,  and  will  be  doing  more  than 
it  really  intends.  If  we  do  not  either 
accept  the  committee's  report  or  recommit  the 
matter  back  to  them,  we  practically,  as  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  says,  cut  off  the  chance 
for  verbatim  reports  throughout  the  entire 
year.  I  do  not  think  the  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  are  in  favor  of  any  such  pro- 
ceeding. It  leaves  the  committee  with  no  au- 
thority to  do  anything  at  all,  and  verbatim  re- 
ports will  be  cut  off  for  the  res*  of  the  year. 
Now  if  the  vote  of  the  Council  on  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  is 
any  criterion,  they  are  not  in  favor  of  cutting 
off  verbatim  reports,  and  I  don't  think  the 
members  understood  that  fairly,  and  I  don't, 
think  they  exactly  understand  the  position  they 
are  in  at  the  present  time.  I  hope  the  previous 
question  will  not  be  ordered,  but  that  the  mat- 
ter will  be  assigned  for  one  week,  and  then  we 
can  discuss  it  calmly  and  fairly  again.  I  should 
be  sorry  to  have  verbatim  reports  cut  off,  and 
I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  in  his 
expression  of  views  in  that  particular.  I  cer- 
tainly am  not  exactly  in  favor  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  in  all  respects,  and  I  hope  that 
we  may  have  a  chance  to  give  it  a  lull  exami- 


nation, which  we  will  have  an  opportunity  to 
do  in  one  week,  before  we  debate  and  pass  upon 
it  finally.  I  hope  the  previous  question  will  not 
be  ordered,  but  that  we  will  allow  the  matter 
to  be  assigned  for  one  week. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  did  not  clearly  understand 
the  question  when  it* was  brought  in  tonight, 
and  on  speaking  with  one  of  the  printing  com- 
mittee he  told  me  he  thought,  although  he  had 
read  the  report  very  carefully,  that  it 
would  be  better  tonight  to  assign  to  the  next 
meeting.  I  thought  so  myself;  but  when  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  was 
put  in,  I  thought  it  was  preferable  to  vote  for 
the  report  as  it  was  rather  than  have  the  amend- 
ment prevail ;  because  that  was  the  only  thing 
that  was  left  to  us,  either  to  vote  against  the 
amendment  or  vote  for  the  report,  because  the 
motion  to  assign  was  withdrawn.  I  think  now 
the  majority  of  the  committee  having  brought 
in  a  report,  and  the  minority  giving  no  reasons 
for  dissenting  from  the  majority  report,  that  it 
would  be  better  for  the  Council  to  allow  the 
voting  on  this  question  in  bringing  it  to  a  decis- 
ion to  be  put  off  until  the  next  meeting  in  order 
that  members  may  have  a  clearer  idea  of  how 
they  should  vote — that  is  to  say,  whether  they 
should  vote  for  the  report  brought  in  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  or  should  vote  to  car- 
ry on  the  printing  of  the  proceedings  of  this 
Council  as  we  have  been  doing  for  the  last  year. 
I  think  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  stated  that 
it  was  a  matter  of  doubt  whether  the  T'rarcl/ir 
would  print  our  proceedings  at  the  same  price 
as  it  is  doing  at  the  present  time,  considering 
that  the  meetings  have  been  growing  very  long; 
and  the  gentleman  also  referred  to  the  fact  that 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  did  not  get  our  Council 
proceedings  in  time  to  give  an  examination  to 
what  had  taken  place  here.  I  think  that  these 
two  questions  are  questions  that  the  Council 
should  look  into  carefully.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  believes  in  the  proceedings  heing 
printed  as  they  are  today.  I  myself  am  in  favor 
of  the  present  method,  aside  from  the  fact  that, 
as  the  gentleman  has  stated,  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  have  no  means  of  access  to  our 
proceedings  as  matters  are  conducted  at 
the  present  time.  It  makes  no  special  differ- 
ence to  me,  however,  any  more  than  that  I  must 
say  in  examination  of  certain  matters  that  have 
come  up  in  past  years,  the  only  record  I  have 
had  to  give  me  a  clear  idea  of  what  I  should 
speak  on  was  the  verbatim  reports  which  have 
been  made  of  the  proceedings  in  this  Council 
chamber.  Without  those  verbatim  reports  I 
could  not  have  obtained  any  clear  idea  of  many 
matters  I  have  examined.  Now  I  think  in 
courtesy  to  the  committee  that  this  order  should 
go  over  to  the  next  meeting,  and  that  this  Coun- 
cil should  examine  into  the  matter,  so  that  they 
can  tell  whether  they  would  then  be  in  favor  of 
the  report  or  whether  they  prefer  that  we 
should  go  on  with  the  proceedings  as  we  are  do- 
ing at  the  present  time.  Therefore,  I  hope  this 
reconsideration  will  go  over  to  the  next  meet- 
ing. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  hope  nobody  will  be  deceived  by 
the  statements  made  here,  that  if  we  do  not  put 
this  matter  over  till  another  meeting  there  will 
be  no  verbatim  reports.  That  statement  is  not 
true.  There  will  be  verbatim  reports,  the  same 
as  there  were  last  vear  about  the  same  time.  I 
remember  distinctly  that  it  was  then  stated  that 
unless  we  took  certain  action  the  verbatim  re- 
ports would  stop.  We  did  not  take  that  action, 
and  the  verbatim  reports  did  not  stop,  and  they 
won't  stop  this  year.  With  the  appropriation  of 
.|13,. 500,  which  is  made  for  this  special  purpose 
for  the  year,  I  am  very  confident  that  there  will 
be  no  difficulty  in  getting  somebody  to  do  this 
work  within  that  appropriation. 

Mr.  Tracy— I  move  that  we  now  adjourn. 

The  question  was  put  on  adjournment,  The 
Chair  being  in  doubt  a  rising  vote  was  taken 
and  the  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost,  13  members 
voting  in  the  affirmative  and  23  in  the  negative, 

The  main  question  was  declared  not  ordered. 
Mr.  Whall  doubted  the  vote.  A  rising  vote  was 
taken,  and  the  main  question  was  ordered,  20 
members  voting  in  the  affirmative,  18  in  the 
negative.  Mr.  McNary  doubted  the  vote  and 
asked  for  a  verification  by  yeas  and  nays.  The 
roll  was  called  and  the  main  question  was  not 
ordered ;  yeas  20,  nays,  31 : 

Yeas— Chamberlain,  Clark,  Dewey.  Fottler, 
P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Ladd.  Light,  McKenna, 
F.  Morison,  J.  J.  Murphy,  Nunan,  Perkins,  San- 
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ger,  Shaw,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan.  J.  H.  Sullivan. 
Webster,  Whall— 20. 

Nays— Atwood,  Barry.  Bowman,  Carroll.  Coch- 
ran, Connolly,  Davem,  Desmond,  Dolan,  Fisher, 
Foss,  Fowler,  Harrington,  Hayes,  Kelley,  Ken- 
nedy, Lauten.  Leary,  Mahonev,  McEnaney,  Mc- 
Nary,  F.  E.  Morrison,  W.  H.  Murphy,  E.  J.  Pow- 
ers, Richards,  Short,  R.  Sullivan.  Sundberg, 
Teevens.  Tracy,  Whitmore— 31. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Blume,  Burr,  Carsten- 
sen.  Coleman,  Coyle.  Duggan.  Dunn,  Frost,  J. 
Gallagher.  Haggerty.  Keliher,  Lattimore.  J. 
Murphy.  Norton,  O'Mealey.  Perry,  C.  C.  Powers, 
Reilly,  Thayer,  Tuttle,  Wilson— 21. 

Mr.  McISiary  moved  to  assign  to  Mie  next 
meeting.  The  motion  was  amended  by  Mr. 
Whitmore  that  it  be  assigned  to  the  next  meet- 
ing at  8  o'clock,  and  as  amended  was  declared 
carried. 

THE  NEXT  MEETING. 

Early  in  the  session  Mr.  Fowler  offered  an 
order— That  when  this  Council  adjourns  it  be  to 
meet  on  Thursday,  June,  23,  1887,  at  7.30  P.  M. 

Specially  assigned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whit- 
more, to  8  o'clock  P.  M. 

Later  in  the  session  Mr.  Fowler  called  it  up, 
and  the  question  came  on  giving  the  order  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Fowler — My  reason  for  offering  that 
order  must  be  perfectly  apparent  to  every  mem- 
ber of  this  Council.  It  is  because  next  Thurs- 
day night  will  be  the  night  before  the  17th  of 
June,  and  the  members  of  the  Common  Council 
who  reside  in  Charlestovvn  are  accustomed  to 
entertain  upon  that  evening.  It  is  only  to  give 
due  observance  to  that  day  that  I  have  offered 
this  order. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  am  very  loath  indeed  to 
any  gentleman  taking  a  holiday,  and  it  seems  to 
me  rather  surprising  that  the  gentlemen  from 
Charlestown,  who  are  most  interested,  should 
have  forgotten  to  offer  this  order,  and  that  it 
should  have  come  from  another  section  of  the 
city.  It  seems  to  me  that  anything  done  on  the 
16th  is  informal,  and  will  be  at  a  later  hour  than 
the  meeting  of  the  Council.  I  voted  tonight,  on 
motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  15, 
Mr.  McNary,  hoping  that  we  should  not  adjourn 
for  two  weeks,  because  this  matter  we  have  been 
considering  is  in  itself  of  enough  importance  to 
makefile  Council  try  at  least  to  get  a  quorum  at 
half-past  seven  next  Thursday.  Ihope  that  we 
will  meet  then,  even  if  the  Council  decides  that 
they  shall  adjourn  at  9  o'clock  on  that  night.  By 
throwing  the  matter  over  for  two  weeks  this 
subject  we  have  been  considering  will  be  thrown 
off  too  late  to  be  of  any  use. 

Mr.  Reilly— In  regard  to  the  matter  of  ad- 
journing over,  the  members  of  the  Committee 
on  CeleDrati'.n  and  also  the  members  of  the 
Council  from  the  Charlestown  district  will  be 
very  busy  next  Thursday  evening,  and  probably 
it  would  be  impossible  lor  them  to  attend  the 
meeting  here,  and  if  there  is  any  important 
business  to  come  up  they  would  naturally  de- 
sire to  be  present.  I  think  that  any  business 
that  is  on  the  docket  could  wait  over  anothei 
week,  and  that  we  should  then  adjourn  for  two 
weeks.  The  gentleman  made  the  remark  that 
the  members  from  the  Charlestown  district  for- 
got to>call  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  this 
fact.  That  is  not  so.  I  intended  to  offer  an  or- 
der to  that  effect,  but  being  a  little  late  in  get- 
ting here  this  evening  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  23  very  kindly  offered  the  order  before  I 
got  in.  I  hope  the  order  will  pass,  and  that  trie 
Council  will  adjourn  for  two  weeks. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Allow  me  to  suggest  that  it 
is  perfectly  possible  for  us  to  combine  pleasure 
and  work  at  the  same  time,  by  adjourning  to 
next  Wednesday.  I  don't  see  why  we  cannot 
meet  on  that  night  and  then  have  Thursday 
evening  free.  We  will  not  then  be  neglecting 
important  business  which  may  be  the  means  of 
our  staying  here  in  July,  when  the  weather  will 
be  very  uncomfortable.  Of  course  I  understand 
that  the  motion  for  longer,  time  takes  prece- 
dence. I  suggest  to  the  gentleman  that  he  allow 
me  to  make  the  motion  that  we  adjourn  to 
Wednesday  next  and  test  the  opinion  of  the 
Council  on  that. 

Mr.  Reilly— I  understand  the  Council  Cham- 
ber will  be  used  Wednesday  evening  by  the 
Lauten  Investigating  Committee,  so  that  we 
cannot  have  it. 

Mr.  Whitmore— That  of  course  is  a  good 
enough  excuse  on  paper,  but  does  not  exist  in 


fact.  The  Lauten  investigation  I  think  is  called 
for  the  large  committee  room,  as  I  see  it  quoted 
in  the  notice.  At  all  events,  I  have  no  doubt 
that  room  will  hold  all  the  persons  who  will 
want  to  attend  that  hearing,  and  I  think  there- 
fore that  is  no  excuse  whatever.  If  the  Council 
wants  to  neglect  its  duties  two  weeks,  well  and 
good,  but  if  the  Council  decline  to  adjourn  for 
two  weeks  I  will  have  my  motion  put  that  they 
adjourn  to  next  Wednesday.  I  think  that  is  the 
best  way  for  us  to  do.  I  see  the  gentleman,  how- 
ever, refuses  to  allow  it  to  be  put  in  that  way— 
I  refer  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  23  who 
made  the  motion. 

Mr.  McNary— I  certainly  hope  under  the  cir- 
cumstances that  the  order  to  adjourn  for  two 
weeks  will  not  be  passed,  and  that  the  gentle- 
man may  have  an  opportunity  to  offer 
his  motion  to  adjourn  to  next  Wednes- 
day evening.  He  has  stated  the  reasons 
clearly  and  succinctly.  We  all  understand  that 
we  have  an  important  matter  to  consider,  and 
the  reason  .for  adjourning  has  been  stated 
clearly  tonight,  and  the  Council  understands  it 
very  well.  If  we  adjourn  for  two  weeks  we  will 
be  neglecting  a  very  necessary  work.  I  shall  be 
as  much  in  favor  as  anybody  else  of  adjourn- 
ment for  two  week,  when  the  Council  don't 
have  good  and  legitimate  business  to  keep  them 
here,  and  I  hope,  under  the  circumstances,  that 
the  gentleman  will  have  an  opportunity  to  make 
his  motion  and  adjourn  to  Wednesday.  That 
will  remove  all  objections  from  the  Charlestown 
district,  who  I  know  will  be  in  favor  of  the 
adjournment  to  next  Wednesday  evening,  be- 
cause they  are  ail  honest  hardworking  men, 
and  they  attend  to  their  duties  in  this  Council. 

Mr.  Leary — I  would  like  to  hear  from  the  In- 
vestigating Committee.  Of  course  we  cannot 
hold  a  meeting  if  they  must  hold  their  session 
on  Wednesday  night.  I  think  if  any  member 
of  that  committee  will  explain  or  will  show 
that  they  can  put  off  their  hearing  that  I  will 
willingly  vote  for  Wednesday  night,  because  I 
believe  we  have  important  business  to  consider, 
and  that  this  very  question  of  changing  the 
programme  in  the  report  of  our  proceedings  will 
delay  the  Council  late  into  the  night.  We  have 
an  illustration  of  that  fact  tonight,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  we  will  have  further  discussion  at  the 
next  meeting.  If,  however,  we  cannot  meet 
Wednesday  evening  very  well,  and  Thursday 
evening  next  is  considered,  I  shall  vote  against 
it,  and  shall  vote  for  Mr.  Fowler's  original  mo- 
tion, because  the  Charlestown  men  want  to  get 
off  early,  and  I  know  we  cannot  get  through  in 
good  season. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  think  every  member  here 
will  agree  to  this;  that  if  the  Council  adjourns 
to  next  Wednesdiy  night  the  committee  can 
make  arrangements  to  hold  their  investigation 
some  other  evening.  I  have  not  the  slightest 
doubt  of  that.  I  cannot  find  out  by  inquiry  that 
anvthing  has  been  detinitelv  fixed.  I  see  by  one 
of  the  papers  tonight  that  the  meeting  is  to  be 
held  in  the  large  committee  room,  and  have  no 
doubt  that  that  is  where  it  would  naturally  be 
held.  So  far  as  I  can  find  out  that  room  will  be 
large  enough  to  hold  the  parties  interested.  It 
is  not  a  matter  of  very  much  public  interest,  and 
can  be  settled  one  week  as  well  as  another,  and 
certainly  can  furnish  no  reason  why  we  should 
not  meet  on  AVednesday  night  of  next  week.  I 
know  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  in  repeated  in- 
stances the  chairmen  of  committees  have  ad- 
journed hearings  in  similar  cases  where  it  has 
been  found  to  be  inconvenient  to  hold  a  meet- 
ing; and  there  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  if 
the  Council  wants  to  meet  next  Wednesday 
evening  the  action  of  thespecialcommitt.ee  will 
not  stand  in  the  way. 

Mr.  Leary — I  would  say  one  word  in  reply 
to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  and  that  is  that 
in  this  investigation  it  is  possible  they  may 
have  sent  for  persons  and  papers,  and  in  that 
case  some  difficulty  may  be  occasioned.  That 
is  why  I  wanted  the  explanation  as  to  whether 
they  were  going  to  have  the  hearing  on  that 
night. 

Mr.  Atwood — I  will  certainly  have  to  vote 
against  adjourning  two  weeks  unless  I  can  get 
some  reports  in  that  I  have  been  trying  to  get 
in  four  or  five  times  tonight.  If  it  is  in  order 
to  ask  a  suspension  of  the  rule  to  put  in  the 
reports,  ]  am  willing  to  adjourn  for  two  weeks. 

Mr.  Fowler— My  motion  was  that  when  we 
adjourn,  we  adjourn  to  meet  in  two  weeks  from 
tonight. 
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Mr.  Ladd— It  seems  to  me  there  is  no  press- 
ing necessity  for  us  to  continually  come 
here  week  after  week,  and  we  might  as  well 
ad.iourn  for  two  weeks.  I  want  to  call  the 
gentleman's  attention  to  the  fact  that  we 
cannot  expect  a  full  meeting  of  the  Council 
while  there  is  a  public  hearing  being  given  by  a 
committee.  That  is  entirely  different  from  an 
ordinary  committee  meeting.  This  Lauten 
committee,  as  I  understand  it,  is  to  give  a  public 
hearing,  and  certainly  it  would  be  entirely  im- 
proper for  us  to  hold  a  meeting  of  the  Council 
while  that  hearing  was  going  on.  We  certainly 
ought  not  to  undertake  to  hold  a  meeting  oh 
Wednesday  evening  in  the  absence  of  that  com- 
mittee. It  is  probable  as  many  will  be  absent 
on  Wednesday  evening  on  account  of  the  change 
from  the  regular  evening  as  there  will  be  on 
Thursday  evening  on  account  of  the  absence  of 
Ihe  Charlestown  gentlemen.  I  hope  the  motion 
to  ad.iourn  Jor  two  weeks  will  prevail. 

Mr.  E.  Sullivan— As  a  member  of  the  Lauten 
Investigating-  Committee,  I  will  state  that  we 
adjourned  till  half-past  seven  next  Wednesday 
night,  at  which  time  witnesses  were  to  be  sum- 
moned, but  I  do  not  imagine  that  any  action 
has  been  taken  toward  summoning  the  wit- 
nesses yet,  and  1  have  no  doubt  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  can  appoint  another  time. 

Mr.  McNary— I  desire  to  say  one  word  in  this 
matter.  We  are  now  getting  pretty  near  the 
time  of  the  summer  vacation,  and  if  we  adjourn 
for  two  weeks  it  will  certainly  put  off  tbat  va- 
cation. I  think  it  is  better  to  finish  up  our  busi- 
ness at  regular  meetings  weekly  than  it  is  to 
adjourn  for  two  weeks  now  and  go  far  into  the 
summer.  Next  Wednesday  evening  there 
will  be  enough  business  of  importance  to 
keep  us  a  reasonable  time— up  to  10  or 
half-past  10  o'clock.  I  certainly  do  not  agree 
with  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
10  that  the  Lauten  committee  will  need  this 
room  next  Wednesday  evening.  Even  if  they  did 
meet  that  evening  they  would  have  plenty  of 
opportunity  to  take  a  large  committee  room,  so 
there  would  be  no  trouble  on  that  score.  I  say 
that  the  members  of  the  Council  should  not 
slight  their  work  in  such  a  manner  as  proposed. 
I  believe,  of  course,  that  we  should  extend  to 
the  members  from  Charlestown  all  possible 
courtesy  in  the  matter  of  the  celebration  of  the 
17th  of  June,  and  we  will  give  them  a  chance  to 
be  free  by  meeting  on  next  Wednesday  evening. 
As  I  understand  it,  the  printing  contract  ex- 
pires on  the  first  of  July,  and  if  we  do  not  have 
a  meeting  next  week  or  do  something  so  as  to 
allow  the  committee  to  advertise,  a  contract 
cannot  be  made.  I  for  one  hope  that  the  motion 
to  adjourn  for  two  weeks  will  be  defeated  so 
that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  can  offer  his 
motion. 

Mr  Whall — I  hope  the  motion  to  adjourn  for 
two  weeks  will  be  carried.  We  have  no  im- 
portant business  to  come  before  us  that  will 
demand  our  presence  here  next  week.  I  do  not 
think  this  printing  contract  is  of  sufficient  im- 
portance to  compel  us  to  come  here  inside  of  a 
week.  I  think  the  votes  of  a  pretty  full  meeting 
of  the  Council  tonight  have  decided  that  it  is 
not  of  sufficient  importance.  The  gentleman 
who  has  last  spoken  thought  it  was 
not  of  sufficient  importance  to  be  settled 
tonight.  He  voted  for  delay.  There  may 
have  been  a  parliamentary  reason  for  that 
delay.  I  know  in  the  innocence  of  his 
heart  and  in  his  angelic  and  seraphic  pure- 
ness,  he  did  not  have  that  parliamentary  mo- 
tive. He  simply  had  it  put  off  because  he 
thought  some  information  and  some  more  light 
could  be  obtained.  I  won't  accuse  him  of  put- 
ting it  off  on  account  of  trying  to  drum  up  some 
recalcitrant  members  on  his  side.  I  believe 
there  is  no  necessity  for  meeting  earlier  than 
two  weeks  from  tonight.  This  printing  contract 
has  been  a  bug-a-boo  for  the  last  two  years.  I 
remember  last  year  when  sitting  in  the  third 
division  of  being  almost  scared  to  death  and 
afraid  that  our  French  roof  would  fall  if  we 
did  not  act  immediately  on  this  matter;  that 
the  City  Council  of  Boston  would  become  dis- 
rupted and  that  the  people  would  become  in- 
sane because  they  could  not  have  the  intel- 
lectual pabulum  that  is  served  up  to  them 
every  Friday,  or  ought  to  be  served  up  to  them 
if  it  is  not.  But  still  the  city  of  Boston 
waeged  on,  God  with  us,  and  the  City 
Hall  has  its  roof  on.  The  reasons  which 
have      been     given      as      to      the     urgency 


of  attending  to  this  matter  are  all  buncombe. 
The  City  Council  two  weeks  from  tonight  can 
decide  what  is  to  be  done,  and  if  there  is  no 
chance  at  that  time  to  settle  the  question,  I 
don't  believe  we  will  lose  the  services  of  our 
valuable  assistants.  They  will  go  on  working: 
public  officers  often  work  in  anticipation,  and  I 
don't  believe  these  public  officers  are  any  ex- 
ception to  the  rule.  Ihere  is  also  another  reason 
for  our  not  adjourning  to  next  Wednesday 
evening.  Some  of  us  regard  Thursday  night  as 
the  one  night  of  the  weeli  that  we  must  keep 
sacred  and  free  from  other  engagements. 
Many  of  the  members  may  be  Iplaced 
in  the  same  position  I  am  placed  in, 
that  they  may  have  made  engage- 
ments for  next  Wednesday  night.  [Laugh- 
ter.] They  may  be  engagements  that  cannot  be 
broken  without  a  great  deal  of  self-abnegation, 
[laughter]— and  perhaps  the  untwining  of  some 
heart-strings.  [Loud  laughter,]  lam  decided- 
ly of  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  wise  for  the 
Council  to  adjourn  over  for  two  weeks. 

The  order  was  declared  ordered  to  a  second 
reading.  Mr.  Whitmore  doubted  the  vote;  a 
rising  vote  was  taken,  and  the  order  was  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading,  23  members  voting  in 
the  affirmative,  and  17  in  the  negative. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time,  and  the 
question  was  put  on  its  passage.  The  President 
was  in  doubt ;  a  rising  vote  was  taken,  and  the 
order  was  passed,  26  members  voting  in  the  af- 
firmative, 18  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Fowler  moved  to  reconsider  ;  declared 
lost.  Mr.  Whitmore  doubted  the  vote  and 
called  for  a  verification  by  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered,  and  a  reconsideration  was  refused : 
yeas  20,  nays  26 : 

Yeas  —  Barry,  Carroll,  Cochran,  Desmond, 
Gomez,  Harrington,  Hayes.  Kelley,  Kennedy, 
Leary,  McEnaney,  McNary,  E.  J.  Powers.  Reilly, 
Richards,  Short,  R.  Sullivan.  Teevens,  Tracy, 
Whitmore— 20. 

Nays— Atwood,  Bowman,  Chamberlain,  Clark, 
Connolly,  Dewey,  Fisher,  Fottler.  Fowler.  P.  J. 
Gallagher,  Ladd,  Light.  Mahoney,  McKenna, 
F.  Morison,  J.  J.  Murphy.  W.  H.  Murphy,  Nunan, 
Perkins.  Sanger,  Shaw.  Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  J. 
H.   Sullivan.  Webster,  Whall— 26. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Bluine,  Burr,  Carsten- 
sen,  Coleman,  Coyle,  Davern,  Dolan,  Duggan, 
Dunn.  Foss,  Frost,  J.  Gallagher,  Haggerty, 
Keliher,  Lattimore,  Lauten,  F.  R.  Morrison,  J. 
Murphy,  Norton,  O'Mealey,  Perry,  C.  C.  Powers, 
Sundberg,  Thayer,  Tattle,  Wilson— 26. 

THE  SUMMER  VACATION. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  to  en- 
able him  to  offer  the  following,  which  were 
read  by  the  clerk  for  information : 

Ordered,  JL'hat  when  this  Council  adjourns  on 
June  30,  1887,  it  be  for  the  summer  vacation,  and 
to  meet  on  the  second  Thursday  of  September 
next,  at  7.30  o'clock  P.M. 

Ordered,  That  all  committees  of  the  city 
government  be  hereby  notified  that  the  Com- 
mon Council  will  adjourn  for  the  summer  vaca- 
tion on  June  30,  1887,  and  that  such  of  said 
committees  as  desire  to  have  their  reports 
acted  on  before  said  vacation  be  hereby  re- 
quested to  submit  such  reports  on  or  before 
June  23. 

The  question  was  on  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  Whitmore  —  1  sincerely  trust  that  this 
Council  will  lay  both  of  those  orders  on  the 
table,  and  not  suspend  the  rule.  It  is,  I  believe, 
without  precedent  that  this  Council  has  ever 
undertaken  to  adjourn  before  the  Fourth  of 
July  fot  the.  summer  vacation.  We  have  a  good 
deal  of  important  business  to  come  before  us, 
and  I  consider  this  the  most  premature  and 
previous  motion  I  ever  knew  to  be  made  in  re- 
gard to  adjournment.  I  hope  the  motion  will  be 
laid  on  the  table,  or  indefinitely  postponed, 
instead  of  undertaking  to  have  it  settled  that 
this  Council  is  prepared  to  adjourn  before  the 
first  day  of  July. 

Mr.  Whall— I  am  surprised  at  our  parlia- 
mentary leader  and  chieftain  undertaking  to 
make  two  motions  on  orders  not  properly  before 
the  bouse  until  the  rules  are  suspended.  The 
motions  have  no  place  until  they  are  before  this 
body.  The  gentleman  should  be  guarded  in 
what  he  says.  Last  year,  I  am  informed,  and 
the  best  of  my  recollection  bears  the  informa- 
tion out,  that  we  adjourned  for  the  summer  va- 
cation in  June.  We  did  it  last  year  and  at  a 
much  earlier  date  than  Juno  30.    We  have  se- 
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lected  the  very  last  day  in  Jmie,  so  that  I  may 
be  later  than  we  were  last  year.  I  have  no 
doubt  the  chairman  will  rule  the  motions  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  out  of  order  until  the 
matter  is  properly  before  the  house. 

Mr.  Carroll— I  move  the  debate  be  now 
closed. 

Mr.  McNary— I  move  that  a  vote  of  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  and  the 
Council  refused  to  suspend  the  rule ;  yeas  26, 
nays  16: 

Yeas— Atwood,  Bowman,  Chamberlain,  Clark. 
Connolly,  Dewey,  Fisher,  Fottler.  Fowler,  P.  J. 
Gallagher,  Gomez,  Ladd,  Mahoney,  F.  Morison. 
J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Nunan,  Perkins, 
Richards,  Sanger,  Shaw,  Suow,  E.  Sullivan,  J. 
H.  Sullivan,  Webster,  AVhall-26. 

Nays— Carroll,  Cochran,  Desmond,  Harring- 
ton, Hayes,  Kelley,  Kennedy,  McKenna,  Mc- 
Nary, E.  J.  Powers,  Reilly,  Short,  R.  Sullivan, 
Teevens,  Tracy,  Whitmore— 16. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Barry,  Blume,  Burr, 
Carstensen,  Coleman.  Coyle,  Davern,  Dolan, 
Duggan,  Dunn,  Foss.  Frost,  J.  Gallagher,  Hag- 
gerty,  Keliher,  Lattimore,  Lauten.  Leary.  Light, 
McEnaney,  F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  Murphy,  Norton, 
O'Mealey,  Perry,  C.  C.  Powers,  Sundberg,  Thay- 
er, Tuttle,  Wilson— 30. 

Mr.  Fottler  moved  to  adjourn. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost,  13  members 
voting  in  the  affirmative,  29  in  the  negative. 

SALARIES  OF    MEMBERS  OF    THE  FIRE  DEPART- 
MENT. 

Mr.  Sanger  submitted  the  following,  under 
suspension  of  the  rule : 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Fire  De- 
partment, to  whom  was  referred,  by  the  Com- 
mon Council,  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Fire 
Commissioners  upon  the  expediency  of  increas- 
ing the  salaries  of  members  of  the  department, 
as  proposed  in  the  order  referred  to  said  board 
by  the  City  Council  and  accompanying  their  re- 
port, having  considered  the  subject,  respectfully 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  order  in  the  fol- 
lowing new  draft.  They  also  recommend  that 
the  suggestions  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commis- 
sioners, as  to  making  a  distinction  in  the  pay  of 
permanent  hosemen,  based  upon  their  term  of 
ervice,  be  approved. 

George  P.  Sanger,  Jr., 

For  the  Committee. 


Ordered,That  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners 
be  requested  to  establish  the  salaries  of  the  per- 
manent members  of  the  Fire  Department  as  fol- 
lows: 

Captains ....'. $1400 

Lieutenants 1 300 

Enginemen 1300 

Assistant  enginemen 1200 

Permanent  men 1200 

A  PRIVILEGED  QUESTION. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Murphy— I  rise  to  a  question  of 
privilege  that  1  may  offer  tins  order.  [Laughter.] 

[The  order  was  handed  to  the  clerk.] 

The  President— The  Chair  would  ask  the 
clerk  if  that  is  an  order? 

The  Clerk— It  is. 

The  President— Then  it  is  out  of  order. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  Leary— That  is  a  privileged  order. 

Mi\  Whall— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  A 
question  of  privilege  is  something  that  concerns 
himself  and  he  is  not  entitled  to  offer  an  order 
on  such  a  subject,  but  is  entitled  to  speak  on  it. 

PAY     OF     MEMBERS     OF      FIRE     DEPARTMENT- 
CONTINUED. 

The  President— The  Chair  directs  the  clerk 
to  read  Mr.  Sanger's  report. 

The  clerk  read  the  report. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was 
read  once. 

Mr.  Sanger  offered  a  substitute: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Fire  Commission- 
ers be  requested  to  establish  the  salaries  of  the 
permanent  members  of  the  Fire  Department, 
as  soon  as  the  necessary  funds  are  provided,  as 
follows: 

Captains gl,400 

Lieutenants 1.300 

Enginemen 1,300 

Assistant  engineinen 1,200 

Permanent  men : 

First  vear  of  service 1,000 

Second      "        "        1,100 

Third  "        "        and  thereafter 1,200 

Mr.  Ladd— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that 
there  is  no  quorum  present. 

The  President— The  Chair  is  able  to  count 
but  28,  and  the  Chair  will  declare  the  Council 
adjourned. 

Adjourned  a  11.09  P.M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Monday,  June  13,  1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
4  o'clock  P.M.,  Aid.  Donovan,  chairman,  presid- 
ing. 

Absent— Aid  Allen. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll  the  reading  of  the 
record  of  the  last  meeting  was  dispensed  with. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Six  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  Su- 
perior Court,  criminal  session,  June  term. 

HEARINGS  AT  4  O'CLOCK. 

1.  On  petition  of  Henry  C.  Haven,  for  leave  to 
project  a  bay  window  from  17  Exeter  street. 

No  objections.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Inspection  of  Buildings  (AM.) 

2.  On  petition  of  Granular  Metal  Company,  for 
license  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  steam  en- 
gine of  15-horse  power,  and  15  brass  furnaces,  at 
Ruggles  street,  near  Tremont  street. 

3.  On  petition  of  J.  N.  Martin,  for  license  to 
erect  and  use  a  stationary  engine  of  one-horse 
power,  at  2225  Washington  street,  to  be  propelled 
by  kerosene  oil. 

4.  On  petition  of  New  England  Conservatory 
of  Music,  for  license  to  erect  and  use  a  station- 
ary engine  of  six-horse  power,  at  3  East  Newton 
street. 

No  objections.  Petitions  severally  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

5.  On  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Columbia  street.  Ward  4. 

6.  On  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Centre  street,  Ward  23. 

7.  On  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Withington  street,  Ward  24. 

8.  On  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Austin  street,  Ward  5. 

9.  On  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Poplar  street,  Ward  23. 

No  objections.  Petitions  severally  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Sewers  (Aid.) 

PUMPING  MACHINERY. 

The  following  was  received  : 

City  of  Boston, 
Executive  Department,  ] 
June  13,  1887. 
To  the  Honorable  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit    herewith    for    your 
consideration  a  communication   from  the   city 
engineer  concerning  the  erection  of  pumping 
machines,  etc.,  at  the  Dorchester  Bay  tunnel. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 
Office  of  City  Engineer,     ) 
City  Hall,  Boston,  June  11, 1887. j 
Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Dear  Sir,— Recent  observations  indicate 
that  it  is  dangerous  to  longer  delay 
the  erection  of  the  pumping  machines 
purchased  for  the  east  shaft  of  the  Dor- 
chester Bay  tunnel,  and  there  should  also 
be  provided  suitable  floors  in  the  engine  house 
at  the  pumping  station,  which,  with  other  mis- 
cellaneous work,  will  require  the  expenditure 
of  at  least  $50,000.  I  therefore  request  an  addi- 
tional appropriation  of  $50,000  for  improved 
sewerage.  Yours  respectfully, 

William  Jackson, 

City  Engineer. 
Referred    to   the   Committee    on    Improved 
Sewerage. 

police  matrons. 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Executive  Department, 
June  13,  1887. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,— The  Legislature  passed  "An  act 
to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  police  matrons 
in  cities,  and  for  the  establishment  of  a  House 
of  Detention  for  Women  in  the  city  of  Boston," 
which  act  was  approved  bv  the  governor  April 
27, 1887,  to  take  effect  upon  its  passage.  The  act 
provides  that  within  one  month  thereafter  the 


Board  of  Police  may  designate  at  any  time  one 
or  more  police  stations  in  which  to  place 
matrons. 

As  yet  nothing  has  been  done,  although  near- 
ly two  months  have  elapsed. 

The  mayor  would  remind  the  City  Council 
that  we  are  behind  other  cities  in  this  most 
commendable  and  humane  work,  and  that  it 
appears  to  him  there  is  no  necessity  for  longer 
delay. 

The  charitable  and  benevolent  ladies  who 
have  taken  so  much  interest  in  this  matter  have 
called  upon  me  frequently,  and  after  visiting 
station  houses  see  no  objection  to  selecting  al- 
most any  station  or  station  houses  in  Boston 
for  this  work,  believing  there  is  no  necessity  for 
any  other  expense  than  to  provide  for  the  sala- 
ries of  a  few  matrons,  leaving  for  the  future -the 
establishment  of  a  central  station  house  at  a 
greater  expense,  to  be  devoted  exclusively  to 
this  work. 

If  it  is  insisted  upon  that  our  present  station 
houses  are  unfit  and  objectionable  for  this  pur- 
pose, there  is  a  vacant  schoolhouse  on  Tyler 
street  that  could  be  assigned  for  this  work  and 
would  answer  for  a  beginning. 

I  submit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Board  of  Police  on  this  matter,  and  would  sug- 
gest that  all  that  is  wanted  is  to  provide  fo'-  the 
salaries  of  a  few  matrons,  not  more  than  $3000, 
to  make  a  beginning. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 
Board  of  Police  for  City  of  Boston,  ) 
No.  7  Pemberton  Square, 

Boston,  June  10,  1887.     ) 
Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Sir,— Replying  to  your  communication  of 
present  date  inquiring  whether  the  Board  of 
Police  has  designated  any  police  stations  to 
which  matrons  shall  be  appointed,  I  am  directed 
to  say  that  on  the  7th  ult.  a  communication  was 
sent  to  the  City  Council  designating  certain  sta- 
tions and  establishing  the  salaries  of  matrons. 
No  action  has  yet  been  taken  on  the  subject  be- 
yond referring  it  to  a  committee,  and,  as  the 
statute  provides  that  the  salaries  of  the  persons 
appointed  under  its  provisions  shall  be  estab- 
lished by  concurrent  action  of  the  City  Council 
and  the  Board  of  Police,  the  board  is  unable  to 
proceed  further  in  the  matter  until  the  question 
of  salaries  is  decided. 

Respectfully  yours. 

James  F.  Ryan,  Clerk  pro  tern. 

[Following  is  the  letter  of  the  mayor.] 

City  of  Boston,  ) 

Executive  Department,  > 
June  10, 1S87.  ) 

To  the  Board  of  Police. 

Gentlemen,— A  great  many  inquiries  are  made 
at  this  office  concerning  police  matrons, whether 
they  have  yet  been  appointed  in  accordance 
with  the  law  and  where  they  are  to  be  located. 
The  law  states  that  the.  Board  of  Police  may, 
within  one  month  from  the  passage  of  the  act, 
designate  one  or  more  police  stations,  etc.  Have 
the  board  designated  any  stations  yet,  or  if  not, 
do  they  intend  to? 

Yours,  respectfully, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  state  that 
the  Committee  on  Finance  has  a  communica- 
tion before  them  in  regard  to  this  matter,  which 
was  referred  to  them  something  like  a  month 
ago. 

Aid.  Lee — I  move  reference  of  this  communi- 
cation to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  Chairman— The  Committee  on  Finance 
has  been  working  on  this  matter  and  have  been 
unable  as  yet  to  secure  any  building  suitable  for 
for  a  house  of  detention. 

The  communication  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

petitions  referred. 

To  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall,  etc.—F. 
William  Bachler,  to  maintain  a  stand  for  the 
sale  of  fruit  and  confectionery  on  Court  street, 
in  front  of  the  Court  House. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lumps,  (jLld.)— Calvin  R. 
Paige  and  others,  that  Charles  street,  Ward  23, 
may  be  lighted  with  public  lamps. 

Thomas  R.  White,  for  a  public  lamp  in  Clare- 
mont  park,  near  Carleton  street. 

Jacob  Foitler,  that  a  passageway  in  rear  of 
Derne  street,  opening  into  Bowdoin  street,  may 
be  lighted  with  public  lamps. 
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Mrs.  Stone,  that  the  lamp  on  the  corner  of 
Wall  and  Sullivan  streets  be  removed. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims — Nathan  Morse, 
offering  to  surrender  the  city  collector's  deed  of 
estate  on  Parker  street,  Roxbury,  conveyed  to 
him  as  owned  by  James  Deshon,  alleging  that 
said  deed  is  invalid. 

Anna  Harold,  for  compensation  for  personal 
injuries  received  from  an  alleged  defect  in 
Washington  street,  Roxbury,  Dec.  1,  1885. 

John  Callaghan,  for  compensation  for  personal 
injuries  received  March  23.  1887,  by  reason  of  an 
alleged  defect  at  No.  201  Sumner  street,  East 
Boston. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers  {Aid.)— James  F. 
Morse  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in  Gerard  street, 
between  Kemble  street  and  Norfolk  avenue. 
Ward  20. 

0.  J.  Rand  and  others,  that  a  sewer  be  built 
to  connect  the  ends  of  the  existing  sewers  in 
Parker  street,  Ward  4. 

Margaret  O'Connor,  for  abatement  of  the 
sewer  assessment  against  her  estate  on  Ferrin 
street,  Charlestown. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands— Michael 
W.  O'Brien,  for  the  removal  of  restriction  in  re- 
lation to  building  on  a  lot  on  East  Third  street, 
between  O  and  N  streets,  South  Boston. 

James  McCormick,  for  a  modification  of  a  con- 
dition in  deed  of  lot  25.  Concord  street,  marked 
E,  in  Book  2,  folio  194  of  plans  recorded  in  the 
office  of  the  superintendent  of  public  lands. 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Common,  etc. — 
William  T.  Eaton,  to  remove  three  trees  in 
front  of  his  hotel,  169  Emerson  street,  South 
Boston. 

Benjamin  E.  Whiting."  to  remove  five  trees  on 
Dorchester  avenue  at  Ashmont,  which  obstruct 
the  entrances  to  two  proposed  streets. 

Patrick  McAleer,  for  the  removal  of  the  large 
tree  on  the  corner  of  Tremont  and  Hollis  streets, 
to  enable  him  to  proceed  with  building  on  said 
estate. 

Edward  E.  Gardner,  that  the  trees  in  front 
of  No.  620  East  Seventh  street  be  trimmed. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  (Aid.) — George 
Goodwin,  to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden  building 
for  12  horses  on  Morris  street,  Ward  1. 

W.  D.  Vinal,  to  occupy  a  proposed  brick  build- 
ing for  125  horses  on  Scotia  street,  "Ward  11. 

Jeremiah  H.  Dwyer,  to  occupy  an  old  wooden 
building  for  one  horse  on  Warrenton  street, 
rear  No.  3V,  Ward  12. 

Johnson  &  Co.,  to  occupy  a  proposed  brick 
building  for  50  horses  on  H  street,  between 
Second  and  Third  streets,  Ward  14. 

George  F.  Slight,  to  occupy  an  old  building 
for  one  horse,  on  No.  1944  Washington,  corner 
Thorndike  street,  Ward  20. 

Metropolitan  R.  R.  Co.,  to  occupy  an  old  brick 
building  for  188  horses,  on  Bartlett  street,  Ward 
21. 

Mrs.  Louisa  Ripley,  to  occupy  a  proposed 
wooden- building  for  two  horses  and  one  cow,  on 
Sanford  street,  Ward  24. 

To  the  Committee  on.  Paving  (AW.)— John  J. 
Dorgan  and  others,  that  Third  street,  between  I 
and  K  streets,  be  macadamized  and  put  in  order, 
and   that  edgestones  be  set  in  said  Third  street. 

Thomas  Gaiiield  and  others,  that  Mozart  street 
be  put  in  order  for  travel. 

Larkin  Dunton  and  others,  that  Pratt  street  be 
graded  and  put  in  proper  condition  for  public 
travel. 

O.  Nawn  and  others,  that  Armstrong  and  Ash- 
ley streets  be  put  in  proper  condition. 

John  M.  Galvin  and  others,  for  a  plank  walk 
in  Canterbury  street,  from  Wa  klnll  street  to 
Morton  street. 

0.  Nawn  and  others,  for  edgestones  and  side- 
walks on  Chestnut  avenue,  between  Centre  and 
Wvman  streets,  and  that  said  avenue  be  put  in 
order. 

Mary  E.  and  Nellie  B.  Galvin,  to  be  compen- 
sated for  grade  damages  to  their  estate,  No.  2 
Morton  place,  Roxbury. 

Myers  Bros.,  that  they  may  be  permitted  to 
hoist  merchandise  into  building  on  Friend 
Street,  corner  No.  115  Hanover  street. 

C.  H.  Hayden,  to  put  two  iron  gratings  or  rail- 
ings in  front  of  basement  windows  at  223  West 
Newton  street. 

John  Quirk,  to  move  a  wooden  building  from 
Washington  street,  Ward  23,  to  Hyde  Park 
avenue,  Ward  23. 

William  R.  Cavanagh,  to  move  a  wooden 
building  from  Autumn  street,  Ward  23,  to  Tal- 
bot avenue,  Ward  24. 


Larkin  Dunton  and  others,  for  edgestones, 
Pratt  street,  Ward  25. 

Larkin  Dunton  and  other,  for  edgestones  6,  8, 
18,  and  12  Ashford  street,  Ward  25. 

George  B.  Darrow,  for  brick  sidewalk  22  Sar- 
gent street,  Ward  20. 

Elizabeth  A.  Murphy,  for  brick  sidewalk.  92 
Walnut  avenue. 

Proprietors  of  India  wharf,  for  brick  sidewalk 
from  No.  243  Atlantic  avenue  to  passageway 
next  to  No.  253  Atlantic  avenue. 

Louisa  Ferguson,  for  brick  sidewalk,  No.  121 
K  street. 

Otis  D.  Dana,  for  brick  sidewalk  on  Fifth 
street,  between  N  and  O  street. 

Daniel  Vetter,  for  edgestones  and  brick  side- 
walk, No.  1584  Tremont  street. 

Ada  Hammond,  for  edgestones,  No.  75  Gard- 
ner street.  Ward  25. 

John  Soley,  to  move  a  wooden  building  from 
No.  1781  AVashington  street,  to  Quincy,  on 
wheels. 

To  the  Committee  on  Water.— Philip  P.  Sul- 
livan, for  compensation  for  damages  occasioned 
to  him  by  the  employees  of  the  city  in  laying 
water  pipes  on  Waltham  street. 

PAPERS  FKOM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

10.  Resolve  that  the  City  Council  has,  for  the 
past  two  years,  forborne  to  sell  the  reservoir  lot. 
Temple  street,  only  from  a  belief  that  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Commonwealth  and  the  city  would 
be  best  protected  by  such  action.  Passed  in  con- 
currence. 

11.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
recommending  reference  to  Committee  on 
Finance  of  the  ordinance  referred  in  Common 
Council,  April  14,  viz.:  Section  1,  Chapter  6  of 
the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1885,  is  hereby 
amended,  in  the  clause  establishing  the  sala- 
ries of  the  deputy-sealers  of  weights  and  meas- 
ures, by  striking  out  the  word  "four,"  and  in- 
serting the  word  "eight"  in  place  thereof.  Re- 
port accepted,  said  reference  ordered  in  concur- 
rence. 

JVe?«  Cambridge  Bridc/e  Loan. 

12.  Order  that  the  city  treasurer  be  authorized 
to  borrow  the  sum  of  $250,000,  to  meet  the  city's 
share  of  the  expense  of  building  the  new  bridge 
to  Cambridge,  as  required  by  Chapter  282  of  the 
Acts  of  1887;  the  certificates  of  indebtednesss  to 
be  known  as  the  "New  Cambridge  Bridge  Loan," 
and  to  be  coupon  bonds,  of  the  amount  of  $1000 
each,  payable  (A)  in  gold,  in  30  years,  bearing 
interest  at  the  rate  of  3V2  per  cent  per  annum, 
payable  semi-annually. 

Passed  in  Board  of  Aldermen  May  31.  recon- 
sideration refused  June  7,  and  sent  down  for 
concurrence,  comes  back  with  this  endorse- 
ment, "Concurred  with  this  amendment:  at  (A) 
strike  out  'in  gold.'  "    Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

The  question  was  on  concurring  with  the 
Council  in  the  adoption  of  the  amendment. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  offered  a  substitute  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  city  treasurer  be  author- 
ized to  issue  five  city  of  Boston  notes  of  $50,000 
each,  to  be  designated  as  the  "New  Cambridge 
Loan,"  dated  July  1,  1887,  to  bear  interest  at  the 


rate  of  3 V2  per  cent  per  annum,  payable  semi- 
annually, the  first  noto  due  a"d  payable  Jan.  1, 
1889;   the  second  Jan.  1,  1890;   the  third  Jan.  1, 


1891 ;  the  fourth  Jan.  1,  1892 ;  the  fifth  Jan.  1,  1893. 

The  question  was  on  the  adoptiou  of  the  sub- 
stitute order. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  believe  the  city's  interests 
would  be  better  advanced  by  the  issuing  of 
small  loans  for  a  shorter  period  of  time  than  30 
years.  I  don't  know  as  I  have  anything  more  to 
say  on  the  subject.  We  discussed  it  at  the  last 
meeting.  Thisisthe  same  amendment  that  I 
should  nave  offered  at  that  time  if  the  vote  had 
been  reconsidered. 

Aid.  Bbomwkh— I  coincide  with  the  alder- 
man's  ideas  of  paying  as  we  go  as  far  as  it  is 
possible  to  do  so.  But  if  we  are  to  take  $50,000  a 
year  out  of  assessed  taxes  I  think  it  will  be 
more  than  we  can  afford  to  do  unless  we  get 
some  help  from  the  Legislature. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— If  the  gentlemen  would 
give  way  one,  moment  I  would  say  that  this  is  to 
be  raised  entirely  outside  the  $9  tax  rate.  We 
would  have  just  as  much  money  to  spend  as  we 
have  now"  as  t  ar  as  the  tax  levy  is  concerned, 
and  this  would  be  raised  in  addition. 

A  Id.  liitoMWK'H- Will  it-  make  any  difference 
ill  regard  to  the  2  per  cent  debt  limit'.' 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— Not  at  all. 
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Aid.  Bromwich— I  hardly  like  it,  but  I  won't 
say  anything  more  about  it. 

AM.  Carroll— While  I  recognize  the  good 
intent  of  the  gentleman  who  offered  the  motion, 
and  if  the  motion  was  to  be  put  I  would  ask  tor 
the  yeas  and  nays,  I  am  also  of  the  opinion  that 
the  order,  as  offered  by  the  alderman,  is  not  in 
order.  I  raise  that  point  of  order,  that  it  is  out 
of  order. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  rule  at  this 
time  that  the  substitute  order  is  not  in  order. 
The  only  question  before  the  Board  is  on  concur- 
ring with  the  Common  Council  in  striking  out 
the  words  "in  gold."  The  rest  of  the  order  has 
been  passed  by  both  branches — being  passed  in 
this  branch  by  a  vote  of  10  yeas  and  no  nays,  and 
in  the  other  branch  by  55  yeas  and  no  nays.  The 
only  question  is  on  concurring  with  the  Common 
Council  in  the  amendment. 

Aid.  Lee— Do  I  understand  the  Chair  to  make 
that  ruling  on  that  point  of  order? 

The  Chairman— 1  he  Chair  rules  the  point  of 
order  raised  by  the  alderman  well  taken,  and 
that  the  substitute  order  is  not  in  order. 

Aid.  Lee— I  am  sorry  the  Chair  made  his 
ruling  so  quickly  as  he  did,  because  I  think  I 
can  produce  authorities  to  show  the  Chair  that 
the  amendment  that  comes  down  here  for  us  to 
discuss,  as  stated  to  this  Board,  now  brings  the 
matter  before  us,  and  it  is  within  our  power  and 
province  to  do  whatever  we  may  see  fit.  Now 
if  any  member  of  this  Board  so  desired  at  this 
moment  he  might  ask  that  that  order  be  indefi- 
nitely postponed.  I  hardly  think  under  our 
rules  or  any  parliamentary  law  the  Chair  would 
not  entertain  a  motion  of  that  character,  but 
still,  as  the  Chair  has  so  ruled,  I  suppose  we 
must  submit,  as  I  do  not  desire  to  appeal  from 
his  decision. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  differ  with  what  the  alder- 
man who  has  just  taken  his  seat  has  said. 
While  I  think  the  Chair,  if  a  motion  to  indefi- 
nitely postpone  was  made  here,  would  rule  such 
a  motion  in  order,  I  think  stil  I  that  the  Chair  is 
in  a  position  to  rule  the  point  of  order  raised  by 
me  as  proper.    I  do   not  think  that  what  the 

fentleman  says  furnishes  a  fair  criterion  at  all. 
he  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  is  in  order 
in  considering  anything  coming  from  the  other 
branch  to  this  branch  or  going  from  this  branch 
to  the  other  branch.  But  I  do  not  think  that 
has  anything  to  do  with  the  question  before  us. 

Aid.  Lee — Undoubtedly  the  gentleman  who 
raised  the  point  of  order  agrees  with  the  chair- 
man in  his  ruling.  If  I  had  raised  the  point  of 
order  and  he  had  decided  it  in  my  favor  I  un- 
doubtedly would  have  agreed  with  him  in  his 
ruling.  But  while  I  disagree  with  the  Chair  in 
his  ruling,  still  I  do  not  desire  to  appeal.  If 
there  had  been  specific  items  in  the  bill  and  not 
one  special  order,  then  I  claim  that  those  por- 
tions of  that  order  that  might  be  agreed  on  by 
the  other  branch  are  beyond  our  power. 
But  this  being  a  special  order,  when  it 
comes  down  it  is  subject  to  amendment  and 
we  can  cut  out  any  portion  of  it  now  that  we 
may  see  fit  or  substitute  an  amendment.  That 
may  carry  with  it  the  same  sense  as  to  the  sub- 
ject matter,  only  that  the  phraseology  may  be 
different.  But  the  subject  matter  is  still  the 
same.  While  I  suppose  it  is  out  of  order  at  this 
time  to  discuss  the  question  I  only  desire  to  argue 
with  the  alderman  on  my  left  who  was  opposed 
to  the  motion  made.  He  cannot  take  the  rules 
governing  this  body  or  he  would  confess  that  the 
matter  may  be  laid  upon  the  table,  assigned  or 
recommitted  back  to  the  committee.  Would  the 
alderman  on  my  left  say  that  if  this  was  recom- 
mitted to  the  committee,  and  that  committee 
should  report  back  here  a  bill  similar  to  the 
one  offered  by  the  alderman  on  my  right  that  it 
was  not  in  proper  form?  Not  at  all.  Then  I 
say— 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  would  ask  the  gentleman 
a  question,  I  would  ask  him  if  this'  is  not  the 
introduction  of  new  matter — a  new  bill  entirely. 

The  Chairman— Not  at  all.  I  would  say,  sir, 
for  the  information  of  the  alderman  from  "South 
Boston— from  City  Point— that  it  is  not  new 
business. 

Aid.  Bromwich— New  matter  I  said. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— There  is  no  new  matter 
about  it.  The  matter  has  been  discussed  and  I 
will  not  argue  upon  the  merits  of  the  bill.  I 
shall  undoubtedly  vote  against  the  substitute 
order.  I  merely  desire  to  say  that  I  believe  the 
alderman  was  right  in  offering  his  substitute 
order. 


Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— Is  it  in  order  to  move  the 
reference  of  this  matter  back  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance? 

The  Chairman— Which  matter? 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— The  whole  subject. 

The  Chairman— The  only  question  before  the 
house,  unless  an  appeal  is  taken,  is  the  concur- 
rence in  the  amendment.  It  will  be  in  order  to 
refer  that  amendment  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance  if  the  alderman  so  desires. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— Then  I  move  the  reference 
of  that  amendment  as  it  comes  from  the  Coun- 
cil to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Aid.  Lee— I  would  ask  if  that  can  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Finance? 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  inform  the 
alderman  that  the  amendment  can  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Aid.  Lee— I  would  inquire  if  the  Chair  desires 
rne  to  understand  that  we  can  take  the  amend- 
ment separately  and  refer  it,  or  that  the  recom- 
mitting of  the  amendment  does  not  carry  the 
whole  subject  with  it. 

The  Chairman— It  certainly  does,  but  the 
Chair  at  the  same  time  informed  the  alderman 
that  the  order  comes  back  to  this  branch  con- 
curred in  with  the  exception  of  those  words,  and 
that  is  all  that  is  now  before  this  branch.  The 
rest  of  the  bill  is  passed,  and  the  Chair  so  rules, 
and  while  the  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone 
would  be  in  order  it  would  be  of  exactly  the 
same  nature  as  non-concurrence  with  the  Com- 
mon Council.  The  only  question  would  be  for 
this  Board  either  to  pass  the  amendment  or  ad- 
here to  its  former  action. 

Aid.  Lee— Do  I  understand  that  the  question 
is  on  the — 

The  Chairman— Will  Aid.  Lee  give  way  for 
one  moment.  Aid.  Smith  moved  to  refer  this 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Aid.  Lee— I  would  inquire  from  the  Chair  if 
it  is  in  the  power  of  any  member  of  this  Board 
to  further  amend  that  bill? 

The  Chairman — The  Chair  would  rule  not. 

The  question  came  on  referring  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  on  which  Aid.  Carroll 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  motion  was  lost :  yeas  3,  nays  S : 

Yeas— Aid.  Donovan,  Haynes.  C.  W.  Smith— 3. 

Nays — Aid.  Bromwich,  Carroll,  Capen,  Lee, 
Maguire,  McLaughlin,  N.  G.  Smith,  Sullivan— 8. 

The  question  then  came  on  concurring  with 
the  Council  in  the  amendment. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  hope  the  Board  will  adhere 
to  its  former  action. 

Aid.  Lee— I  was  going  to  ask  the  alderman 
who  made  that  motion,  being  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  to  give  the  Board  any 
information  as  to  why  the  words  "in  gold''  were 
inserted. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  will  simply  say,  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  gentleman  who  has  just  taken 
his  seat,  and  also  for  other  members  of  the 
Board,  that  the  Committee  on  Finance,  who 
have  among  them  some  of  as  good  financiers  as 
Boston  possesses,  thought  the  best  interests  of 
the  city  would  be  protected,  by  having  that 
clause  inserted,  and  for  that  reason  was  inserted. 

Aid.  Lee— I  would  like  to  inquire  of  the  gen- 
tleman who  is  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance  if  any  other  orders  have  been  reported 
of  that  class  with  the  words  "in  gold"  inserted? 
I  shall  vote  to  concur  with  the  Council  now  in 
striking  out  the  words  "payable  in  gold,"  be- 
cause I  believe  that  the  information  I  received 
that  some  of  the  best  financiers  in  Boston — 

Aid.  Carroll— I  did  not  say  that— I  referred 
to  those  on  the  committee. 

Aid.  Lee— Then  my  objection  will  be  still 
stronger,  because  if  the  alderman  on  my  left 
had  allowed  it  to  remain  that  the  best  finan- 
ciers had  allowed  the  placing  in  that  loan  of  the 
clause  that  it  should  be  made  payable  in  gold, 
then  I  might  probably,  after  I  had  heard  him 
argue  it  a  Tittle  stronger  than  he  has — because  if 
he  believed  that  he  had  a  strong  argument  he 
would  not  use  the  few  simple  words  that 
he  has  used  here — it  might  have  caused  me  to 
have  taken  his  side.  Now  if  we  are  to  pay  our 
mechanics  and  our  laborers  m  greenbacks  then 
I  say  let  us  pay  the  capitalists  with  the  same 
color  of  money.  Do  not  make  it  payable  after  30 
years  in  gold.  Is  there  a  man  at  this  Board  who 
can  tell  what  the  value  of  gold  will  be  in  30 
years?  I  have  good  reasons  to  believe  that  there 
is  not.  Now  I  say  if  the  currency  of  today  is 
good  enough  for  the  mechanics  and  for  the  em- 
ployees of  the  city  of  Boston  give  the  capitalists 
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the  same.  But  it  may  be  argued  to  me,  Mr. 
Chairman,  and  to  other  members  of  this  Board, 
that  by  placingthe  words  "payable  in  gold"  into 
the  order  we  will  give  it  a  stronger  security. 
There  is  no  doubt  of  it.  Nobody  will  gainsay 
that;  but  I  say  that  you  will  find  just  as  many 
capitalists  ready  today  to  take  it  in  the  common 
currency  of  today  if  you  should  strike  out  the 
words  "'in  gold."  I  understand  that  money  is 
easy  on  the  market,  and  if  so  these  gentlemen 
will  take  it  just  as  readily  and  just  as  speedily, 
and  the  matter  will  then  stand  as  though  the 
words  "payable  in  gold"  remained  in  the  order. 

Aid.  Carroll — I  suppose  the  gentleman 
would  like  to  have  me  and  others  who  may 
vote  with  me  placed  in  the  role  that  we  are 
against  the  laboring  classes  simply  because  our 
votes  as  members  of  the  Finance  Committee 
were  what  we  considered  to  be  for  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  city.  It  was  simply  the  question 
of  protecting  the  city's  interests  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage, and  we  have  done  that  as  far  as  possi- 
ble. Now  the  alderman  may  differ  about  the 
abilities  of  the  members  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  classed  with  those 
who  are  fully  acquainted  with  the  finances  of 
the  city  of  Boston.  But  this  I  do  know,  in  spite 
of  what  insinuations  may  be  to  the  contrary, 
that  the  members  of  the  Finance  Committee 
who  were  well  acquainted  with  the  city's 
finances  and  whose  suggestions  have  been  given 
in  this  matter,  have  simply  acted  because  of  their 
familiarity  with  the  subject  and  their  knowledge 
as  to  how  to  protect  the  city's  best  interests. 
That  is  why  this  has  been  done.  It  is  very  well 
for  the  gentleman  to  get  up  here  and  talk  about 
the  laborers'  interests,  the  workinginen's  inter- 
ests, and  the  mechanics'  interests;  but  they 
have  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  this  matter,  be- 
cause wherever  the  Finance  Committee  pro- 
tects the  city's  interest  they  protect  the  inter- 
ests of  the  laboring  men.  The  gentleman  has 
been  long  enough  in  City  Hall  to  be  familiar 
with  this  subject,  and  for  one  I  hope  that  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  will  adhere  to  its  former 
action.  There  is  one  of  two  things  the  Board 
has  got  to  do— either  keep  the  old  clause  in 
there,  or  pass  the  order  tonight  increasing  the 
rate  of  interest  to  4  per  cent.  The  last  loan, 
which  was  a  water  loan,  brought  one-quarter  of 
1  per  cent  premium,  and  a  water  loan  always 
brings  a  higher  premium  than  any  other  in 
City  Hall,  because  there  is  a  visible  means  of 
paying  the  loan  and  interest  outside  of  taxa- 
tion. So  I  think  the  question  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered at  the  present  time  whether  we  shall 
pay  3V2  in  gold  or  increase  to  4  per  cent  in  cur- 
rency. 

Aid.  Sullivan  in  the  chair. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  was  in  hopes  my  friend 
opposite  011  the  right  was  going  to  say  that  un- 
less this  was  done  there  wouldn't  be  a  Cam- 
bridge bridge.  Now,  for  ways  that  are  dark 
and  tricks  that  are  vain,  we  have  been  referred 
to  the  "heathen  Chinee."  Bui  it  doesn't  seem  to 
me  that  we  have  to  go  so  far  as  that  now.  This 
all  seems  to  me  a  pretty  dark  and  unwholesome 
scheme  from  the  beginning.  In  the  first  place, 
certain  speculators  went  to  the  Legislature  and 
put  a  job  through  there,  compelling  the  city  to 
raise  money  by  certain  pretences.  It  wasn't 
done  by  citizens  of  Boston  at  all,  but  everything 
about  the  scheme  smacks  of  Shylock.  It  has  not 
been  the  custom  of  the  city  of  Boston  to  go  on 
the  market  asking  for  loans  and  agreeing  to  pay 
them  in  gold.  It  isn't  the  custom  of  the  citizens, 
financiers,  or  business  men  of  Boston,  to  do 
business  in  that  way.  We  are  expected  as  repre- 
sentatives of  the  city  to  act  in  the  same  way  in 
transacting  business  for  the  city  as  if  we  were 
working  for  ourselves.  Now  there  isn't  a  man 
in  this  Board,  I  venture  to  say,  who  would  ven- 
ture to  borrow  money,  even  if  he  could  get  it  on 
1  per  cent,  for  30  years,  and  pay  it  in  gold.  Gold 
may  be  worth  300  or  400  per  cent  at  that  time. 
There  is  nothing  square  about  this  matter  from 
beginning  to  end.  It  is  merely  gotten  up  to 
boom  real  estate  in  Cambridge.  Tnis  whole 
business  is  for  an  outside  purpose  to  help  some- 
body else,  and  it  is  unfair  and  unjust  that  the 
city  of  Boston  should  be  compelled  to  borrow 
this  money  in  order  to  help  those  people.  The 
city  of  Boston  today  cannot  get  money  enough 
for  its  needs  in  respect  to  its  streets,  and  we  are 
expected  to  work  in  the  interest  of  every  man, 
woman  and  child  in  the  city.  I  wouldn't  take  the 
risk  of  doing  this  on  my  own  account,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, and  you  know  you  wouldn't.    We  might 


have  to  pay  more  than  a  million  dollars  for  this 
$250,000  in  30  years.  You  wouldn't  want  to  take 
the  risk,  Mr.  Chairman,  even  if  a  man  should  give 
you  the  money  without  charging  you  any  interest 
whatever.  There  isn't  a  business  man  of  the  citv 
of  Boston  that  would  attempt  to  do  it.  We  voted 
thoughtlessly,  I  believe,  and  I  think  that  we 
have  learned  that  the  Council  is  wiser  than  we, 
and  I  think  we  will  do  a  good  thing  in  following 
their  example.  I  am  willing  today  to  acknowl- 
edge my  weakness,  and  to  vote  for  the  order 
as  it  lias  come  from  the  Council. 

Aid.  Donovan— I  am  a  little  surprised  at  the 
change  that  has  come  over  some  of  the  alder- 
men at  this  Board.  It  is  alluded  to  as  though 
this  was  the  first  time  that  this  means  had  been 
attempted.  But  little,  sir,  do  these  members 
think  that  at  the  time  this  order  was  originally 
presented  in  this  Board  there  was  another  order, 
really  for  a  larger  sum,  with  exactly  the  pro- 
vision that  this  order  has,  and  I  think,  sir.  that 
these  members  are  on  record  as  voting  for  it. 
What  has  since  converted  them  I  don't  know. 
The  alderman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat  was, 
I  am  free  to  say,  absent  from  the  meeting,  and 
is  not  on  record  as  voting  for  it,  Out  the  alder- 
man from  the  12th  district  is  on  record  as  voting 
for  a  loan  of  $400,000,  payable  in  gold,  on  the  31st 
day  of  May  of  this  year. 

Aid.  Capen— The  alderman  from  the  12th  dis- 
trict? 

Aid.  Donovan— I  should  say  from  the  llth 
district— the  alderman  from  Brighton  and  West 
Roxbury.  The  alderman  from  the  12th  district 
and  Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  were  absent  at  the  time  I 
speak  of. 

Aid.  Capen— I  will  vote  for  gold  every  time. 

Aid.  Donovan— The  loan  I  refer  to  is  the 
"Public  Park  loan"  of  $400,000.  The  report  was 
accepted  and  order  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule,  10  members  voting  for  it,  none  against 
it ;  absent,  Aid.  Capen  and  N.  G.  Smith.  The 
order  was  sent  down  for  concurrence  and  was 
concurred  in  June  2 ;  yeas  53,  nays  none,  and 
was  approved  by  the  Mayor  June  4,  1887.  This 
order  also  went  through  the  Board,  and  these 
same  financiers,  or  men  who  pretend  to  be  look- 
ing out  for  the  interests  of  the  city  of  Boston, 
evidently  allowed  the  matter  to  slip  by  them. 
They  probably  had  their  interest  centred 
somewhere  else.  Now  I  want  to  say  for  the 
Committee  on  Finance  that  there  isn't  an  indi- 
vidual member  of  that  committee  who  has  any 
interest  in  it  other  than  the  best  interests  of  the 
city  of  Boston.  This  was  an  attempt  on  the 
part  of  that  committee  to  take  a  new  departure 
and  try  a  certain  thing.  We,  as  members  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  had  no  fears  for 
the  borrowing  capacity  of  the  city  of  Boston,  but 
we  had  another  motive.  We  wanted  to  try  this 
method  and  see  what  effect  it  was  going  to  have 
on  the  premium  which  the  city  of  Boston  would 
receive  in  the  negotiation  of  this  loan.  That 
was  the  object  of  the  alderman  who  is  absent 
today,  and  who  made  the  motion  in  the  com- 
mittee, and  when  it  was  proposed  by  him  and 
talked  over  by  those  who  were  there,  they 
were  unanimous  in  presenting  these  two  loans, 
for  a  trial,  if  for  nothing  else,  to  see  what 
would  be  the  result  as  regards  the  premium  the 
city  of  Boston  would  receive  in  the  negotiation 
of  those  two  loans.  I  hope  now  that  the  motion 
which  has  been  made  by  the  alderman 
from  South  Boston  to  adhere  to  our 
former  action  will  prevail.  The  $400,000 
loan  has  been  passed,  and  this  $250,000  loan 
is  the  only  one  that  remains.  It  was  my 
intention  to  have  this  matter  laid  upon  the 
table  in  courtesy  to  the  alderman  who  made  the 
motion  in  the  Committee  on  Finance,  but  who 
is  absent  today.  But  inasmuch  as  the  alderman 
from  South  Boston  has  made  the  motion,  that 
we  adhere  to  our  former  action,  I  am  willing 
that  that  motion  should  be  put  now. 

Aid.  Carroll— If  it  will  be  convenient  to  the 
gentleman  before  he  takes  his  seat,  1  will  with- 
draw my  motion  if  he  wishes  to  make  a  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table  for  a  week. 

No  objection,  Aid.  Carroll's  motion  was  with- 
drawn. 

Aid.  Donovan— I  don't  desire  to  cut  the  alder- 
man from  the  llth  district  off  from  making  any 
remarks,  and  I  therefore  make  this  motion,  that 
the  further  consideration  of  the  subject  be 
assigned  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board. 

Aid.  Lee— I  believe  that  is  debatable.  I  de- 
sire to  detain  the  Board  but  a  moment,  as  I 
simply  want  to  place  myself  right  before  the 
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members  of  the  Board.  If  I  have  trodden  upon 
the  sacred  ground  of  the  alderman  upon  my 
right,  I  apologize  to  him  most  earnestly.  But  I 
do  claim,  notwithstanding  that  the  alderman 
from  the  third  district  has  brought  me  to  task 
and  undertaken  to  state  that  he  does  not  know 
what  has  brought  about  the  change  of  heart. 
I  claim,  as  a  member  of  this  Board,  that  if  I  be- 
come convinced  between  the  day  a  vote  is  taken 
in  this  Board  and  the  following  meeting  that  I 
have  erred,  that  I  have  the  right  to  change  my 
vote,  and  I  claim  that  right  now,  and  shall 
maintain  it.  Nothing  but  the  most  honest 
motives  actuate  me.  1  he  alderman  on  my  right 
is  a  member,  and  I  believe  chairman  ex  officio, 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  he  says  that 
any  citizen  of  Boston  may  go  to  the  treasurer 
and  negotiate  with  him  for  one  of  these  notes 
of  $1000. 

Aid.  Donovan— I  don't  think  I  said  anything 
of  the  kind. 

Aid.  Lee— I  will  endeavor  to  show  him  where 
he  did,  or  let  every  member  of  the  Board  infer 
that  that  is  what  he  meant.  But  he  goes  on  in 
the  next  sentence  and  says  that  it  may  be  taken 
as  a  whole. 

Aid.  Carroll— "Whole  or  part. 

Aid.  Lee — Yes,  whole  or  part.  But  does  any 
member  of  this  Board  believe  for  one  moment 
that  if  a  capitalist  comes  in  and  offers_a  premi- 
um a  trifle  higher  than  what  an  individual  will 
offer,  but  what  that  capitalist  will  get  that  loan 
in  preference  to  the  individual?  Undoubtedly 
he  will,  because  he  bids  the  highest  amount. 
But  where  does  the  poor,  humble  citizen  come 
in.  with  nothing  but  his  thousand  dollars'? 

Aid.  Carroll— Where  do  you  find  the  poor 
fellow  with  a  thousand  dollars?   [Laughter.] 

Aid.  Lee— The  alderman  on  my  right  alludes 
to  the  poor  fellows  with  the  thousands.  Un- 
doubtedly he  would  come  in  and  ask  for  a 
twenty  or  thirty  thousand  loan,  payable  in  gold 
—there  is  no  doubt  of  it.  Now  they  desire  to 
find  out  what  premiums  will  be  offered  upon 
this  loan.  They  have  the  best  opportunity  in 
the  world  to  allow  that  matter  to  remain  as  it  is 
now  upon  the  table  and  let  the  treasurer  adver- 
tise for  the  park  loan,  a  much  larger  loan,  as  I 
understand  it,  which  is  payable  in  gold,  as  the 
alderman  tells  us. 

Aid.  Donovan— You  voted  for  it. 

Aid.  Lee— I  may  have,  but  I  will  have  to 
search  the  records  pretty  carefully  to  find  out. 
Now  I  say  let  us  see  how  much  is  the  advance 
on  the  premium  in  that  loan  over  those  loans 
that  are  paid  in  the  common  currency  of  the 
day. 

The  order  was  assigned  to  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Board, 

MUSIC-STAND    ON  COMMON. 

Lnder  unfinished  business  the  Board  took  up 
the  following : 

13.  Order  that  the  superintendent  of  Common 
be  authorized  to  cause  the  music-stand  on  the 
Common  to  be  painted  and  repaired  in  season 
for  the  summer  concerts,  at  an  expense  not  ex- 
ceeding the  sum  of  $300,  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  incidentals. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  joint  rules.  Sent 
down. 

FIRES  AND  ALARMS. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioners of  the  fires  and  alarms  for  the  month  of 
May. 

Sent  down. 

ACCEPTANCE  OF  LOCATION. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Consolidated 
Street  Railway  Company  of  the  acceptance  of 
second  location  in  Cambridge  street,  Ward  4. 

Placed  on  file. 

BOND  AND  AGREEMENTS. 

The  bond   and  agreements  of  the  American 
Conduit  Construction  Company  were  received. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Bonds. 

BAY  WINDOW— ORDER  OF  NOTICE. 

On  the  petition  of  Edwin  B.  Horn,  lor  leave  to 
project  a  bay  window  from  building  No.  268  and 
270  West  Newton  street,  an  order  of  notice  was 
passed  for  a  hearing  thereon  on  Monday,  June 
27,  at  4  o'clock  P.M. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving  (Aid.): 


Report  and  order— That  the  superintendent  of 
streets  be  requested  to  pave  Essex  street  with 
granite  blocks,  from  Chauncy  street  to  South 
street,  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  paving. 

Report  and  order— That  the  superintendent  of 
streets  be  authorized  to  grade  Field  street,  the 
cost  of  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  paving. 

Report  and  order— That  the  superintendent  of 
streets  be  authorized  to  furnish  and  set  edge- 
stones  on  Crawford  street,  front  of  55,  56,  57,  58, 
59.  60,  61,  62,  63,  90  and  97,  one-half  the  cost  of 
same  to  be  assessed  on  the  owners  of  the 
estate. 

Report  and  order— That  the  superintendent  of 
streets  be  directed  to  pave  the  sidewalk  with 
brick  in  front  of  estate  of  John  Downev,  24 
Prentiss  street,  Ward  19. 

Reports  severally  accepted,  orders  passed  un- 
der suspension  of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order— That  the  superintendent  of 
streets  be  directed  to  pave  the  sidewalk  with 
brick  in  front  of  estates,  as  follows : 

Benjamin  F.  Ayers,  11  and  13  Forest  street, 
Ward  20. 

2  to  32  inclusive,  on  Forest  street. 

Mary  J.  Zwinge,  Everett,  corner  of  Lamson 
street. 

Boston  Wharf  Company,  corner  Congress  and 
A  streets. 

N.  Matthews,  Beacon,  between  Hereford  street 
and  West  Chester  Park. 

C.  Anderson,  99  Cottage  street. 

Charles  Fisher.  101  Cottage  street. 

Mary  Mullen,  Havre  street,  corner  Marion 
street. 

Catherine  Sullivan,  156  Chelsea  street. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  severally  passed 
under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Reports  and  orders— That  the  superintendent 
of  streets  be  directed  to  furnish  and  set  edge- 
stones  in  front  of  estates  as  follows: 

R.  A.  Sanford,  5  and  7  Savin  street. 

Matilda  F.  Home,  9  Savin  street. 

Otis  D.  Dana,  between  N  and  O  streets,  on 
East  Fifth  street. 

J.  B.  L.  Bartlett,  River  street. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  severally  passed  un- 
der suspension  of  the  rule. 

Reports  and  orders— That  the  superintendent 
of  streets  be  directed  to  furnish  and  set  edge- 
stones  and  pave  the  sidewalk  with  brick  in 
front  of  estates  as  follows : 

Charles  Liflier.  6  and  8  Oscar  street. 

Edwin  B.  Horn,  268  and  270  West  Newton 
street. 

Albion  Knowlton,  207  and  209  West  Chester 
Park  street. 

A.  Knowlton,  southeast  corner  of  St.  Botolph 
and  West  Chester  Park  streets. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  severally  passed  un- 
der suspension  of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order— That  leave  be  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions  to  John  (Javanagh  &  Son, 
to  move  a  wooden  building  from  1713  Tremont 
street  to  No.  1715  Tremont  street,  Ward  22,  300 
feet. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Report  that  leave  be  granted  to  John  Cava- 
nagh  &  Son  to  move  a  wooden  building  from 
1781  Washington  street  to  the  town  of  Quincy, 
on  wheels. 

Report  accepted,  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
be  directed  to  pave  Hanover- street  extension 
with  small  granite  blocks,  and  to  set  edgestone 
and  lay  brick  sidewalk  on  said  extension,  one 
half  the  cost  of  laying  said  edgestone  and  side- 
walk to  be  assessed  on  the  owners  of  abutting 
estates. 

Ordered,  That  a  license  be  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions  to  John  D.  W.  Joy,  treasurer 
Universalist  Publishing  House,  the  owner  of  the 
estate  numbered  37  and  39  Mason  street,  to  con- 
struct and  maintain  a  coal  hole  in  the  sidewalk 
in  front  of  said  estate. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
be  authorized  to  pave  the  sidewalk  with  brick 
on  the  northerly  corner  of  Linden-park  and 
Roxbury  streets,  one  half  the  cost  of  same  to  be 
assessed  on  the  owners  of  abutting  estates, 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  re- 
vised grade  of  Mozart  street,  between  Chestnut 
avenue  and  Centre  street,  as  shown  by  dotted 
red  lines  on  a  plan  and  profile  made  by  Thomas 
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W.  Davis,  city  surveyor,  dated  Feb.  17, 1885,  and 
deposited  in  the  office  of  the  said  city  sur- 
veyor. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  revised 
grade  of  Armstrong'  street,  between  Mozart  and 
Ashley  streets,  as  shown  by  dotted  red  lines  on 
a  plan  and  profile  made  by  Thomas  W.  Davis, 
city  surveyor,  dated  Oct.  1,  1886,  and  deposited 
in  the  office  of  the  said  city  surveyor. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
be  directed  to  pave  Staniford-street  extension 
with  small  granite  blocks,  and  to  set  edgestones 
and  lay  brick  sidewalk  on  said  extension,  one 
half  the  cost  of  laying  said  edgestone  and  brick 
sidewalk  to  be  assessed  on  the  owners  of  abut- 
ting estates. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets  be 
directed  to  repave  Emerson  street,  between  I 
and  K  streets,  with  small  granite  blocks. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets  be 
authorized  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  on 
Tremlett  street,  opposite  the  estates  of  William 
A.  Macleod,  Charles  H.  Collins,  F.  H.  Mansfield, 
William  A.  Morris,  W.  S.  Leavitt,  C.  W.  McCon- 
nel,  Frank  E.  Merrill,  John  French  and  E.  F. 
Dunham,  one-half  the  cost  of  same  to  be  as- 
sessed on  the  owners  of  the  above  estates. 

Orders  severally  passed  tinder  a  suspension  of 
the  rule. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
be  authorized  to  pave  Bennett  street  and  such 
part  of  Ash  street  as  lies  between  Bennett  and 
Nassau  streets  with  asphalt. 

Aid.  Lee— I  would  like  to  ask  what  streets 
those  are  that  are  to  be  paved  with  asphalt? 

Aid.  Maguire— Bennett  and  Ash  streets. 

Aid.  Lee— I  would  like  to  ask  for  some  ex- 
planation as  to  the  necessity  on  Ash  street? 

Aid.  Maguire — It  is  on  the  petition  of  college 
physicians  and  surgeons. 

Aid.  Lee— Is  it  the  same  the  case  with  Bennett 
street,  too? 

Aid.  Maguire— The  streets  are  closely  con- 
nected. Those  people  said  that  it  was  almost 
impossible  for  them  to  examine  in  cases  of  lung 
or  chest  diseases  unless  they  had  some  such 
pavement. 

The  orders  were  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 

SEWERS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  reports  and 
orders  from  the  Committee  on  Sewers  (Aid.): 

That  the  sewer  assessment  levied  against 
the  estate  of  William  Donaldson  for  a  sewer 
in  Rockland  street  and  AVal  nut  avenue,  amount- 
ing to  $222.86.  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
abated  on  account  of  overestimate  of  land  bene- 
fited, and  $171,84  of  said  amount  reassessed  to 
said  Donaldson. 

That  the  sewer  assessment  levied  against 
the  estate  of  William  Donaldson  for  a  sewer  in 
Rockland  street  and  Walnut  avenue,  amount- 
ing to  §280.10.  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
abated  on  account  of  overestimate  of  land  bene- 
fited, and  $253.61  of  said  amount  reassessed  to 
said  Donaldson. 

That  the  sewer  assessment  levied  against 
the  estate  of  Isaac  C.  Pratt,  Jr.,  and  Henrv 
E.  Jones,  trustees,  for  a  sewer  in  Linden 
street,  amounting  to  $32.39,  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  abated  on  account  of  overestimate  of 
land  benefited,  and  $14.09  of  said  amount  re- 
assessed to  said  Pratt  et  al,  trustees. 

That  the  sewer  assessment  levied  against 
the  city  of  Boston,  Department  of  Com- 
mon and  (Squares,  for  a  sewer  in  Sever  street, 
amounting  to  $342.49,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
abated  in  accordance  with  Chapter  27,  Sec.  4, 
Rev.  Ord.,  1885. 

That  the  sewer  assessment  levied  against 
the  estate  of  the  heirs  of  William  Kilhon  on 
Lincoln  street,  Ward  25,  amounting  to  $55.80,  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  abated  on  account  of 
inability  to  pay. 

That  the  sewer  assessments  levied  against 
the  estates  of  Jonathan  French  for  a  sewer 
on  Waumbeck  street  and  Humboldt  ave- 
nue, amounting  respectively  to  $655.84  and 
$452.37.  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  abated,  in 
consideration  that  the  said  French  has  con- 
structed, at  his  own  expense,  a  sewer  in  said 
Waumbeck  street,  and  has  conveyed  the  sa'me 
to  the  city,  and  ordered  that  $532.53  and  $367.32 
of  said  respective  amounts  be  reassessed  to  said 
Jonathan  French. 

Reports  accepted;  orders  severally  passed 
under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LICENSES. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  in  favor  of  granting 
minors'  licenses  to  sundry  newsboys,  boot- 
blacks and  peddlers. 

Reports  accepted;  licenses  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions 

STREET  WIDENINGS,  ETC. 

Aid.  Sullivan  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Streets: 

Report  on  the  order  for  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners to  widen  Roger  street,  between  Dorches- 
ter street  and  Preble  street — That  no  action  is 
necessary.    Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  order  for  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners to  report  to  the  Common  Council  the 
cost  of  widening  Boylston  street,  on  the  south- 
erly side,  from  Park  square  to  Tremont  street — 
Recommending  reference  thereof  to  the  Street 
Commissioners. 

Report  accepted,  and  said  order  referred  ac- 
cordingly.   Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  notice  of  a  hearing  before  the 
Railroad  Commissioners,  on  the  petition  of  the 
Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  Company,  for 
alteration  in  South  street.  West  Roxbury,  where 
it  passes  under  the  tracks  of  said  company— 
That  no  further  action  necessary,  and  recom- 
mend that  said  notice  be  placed  on  file. 

Report  accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  order  for  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners to  prepare  plans  and  estimates  of  the 
cost  of  laying  out  and  extending  Alger  street  to 
Dorchester  street,  and  of  laying  out  a  new  street 
adjacent  to  the  Old  Colony  Railroad,  from  Dor- 
chester avenue  to  Dorchester  street,  and  of  the 
extension  of  Preble  street  across  the  tracKs  of 
said  railroad  to  Lowland  street— That  as  it  does 
not  appear  that  these  several  improvements  can 
be  carried  out,  in  view  of  the  present  state  of 
the  city's  finances,  it  does  not  seem  advisable  to 
your  committee  to  incur  the  expense  necessary 
for  the  preparation  of  the  plans;  so  far  as  a  hear- 
ing in  the  matter  is  concerned,  the  committee 
were  not  aware  what  parties  were  to  be  heard. 
They  accordingly  report  that,  in  their  opinion, 
no  further  action  is  necessary. 

Report  accepted.    Sent  down. 

RAILROADS. 

Aid.  Capen  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Railroads: 

Report  on  the  petition  of  the  South  Boston 
Railroad  Company  for  the  right  to  lay  down 
tracks  in  certain  streets  in  South  Boston— Rec- 
ommending the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order : 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  rights  here- 
tofore granted  the  South  Boston  Railroad  Com- 
pany to  lay  down  tracks  in  the  streets  of  the 
citv  of  Boston,  said  company  shall  have  the 
right  to  lay  down  tracks  with  all  necessary 
curves,  connections,  turnouts,  etc.,  on  Ninth 
street  from  its  .iunction  with  Dorchester  street, 
connecting  with  the  tracks  of  said  South  Bos- 
ton Railroad  Company  now  laid  in  said  street, 
thence  over  said  street  to  its  iunction  with  K 
street,  thence  over  K  street  to  its  junction  with 
0  street,  thence  on  O  street  to  its  .iunction  with 
Sixth  street,  connecting  with  tracks  of  said 
South  Boston  Railroad  Company  at  that  point. 

Also  to  lay  tracks  with  the  right  to  use  the 
same,  on  Seventh  street,  from  K  to  O  street. 

Also  to  lay  tracks  on  Fourth  street,  connect- 
ing with  tracks  now  laid  on  said  Fourth  street 
to  K  street,  connecting  with  tracks  of  said 
South  Boston  Railroad  Company  on  said  Fourth 
street  at  K  street. 

Also  to  lay  tracks  on  First  street  connecting 
with  tracks  of  said  South  Boston  Railroad  Com- 
pany and  with  tracks  of  the  Metropolitan  Rail- 
road. Company,  at  the  junction  of  said  First 
street  with  Dorchester  avenue,  thence  upon  said 
First  street  to  Dorchester  street,  thence  upon 
Second  street  to  Pistreet,  connecting  with  tracks 
of  South  Boston  Railroad  Company  on  said  P 
street. 

Also  to  lay  tracks  on  said  Second  street,  con- 
necting with  tracks  of  said  South  Boston  Rail- 
road Company  and  said  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company  on  said  Dorchester  avenue,  at  its  junc- 
tion on  said  Second  street,  thence  upon  said 
Second  street  to  Dorchester  street,  crossing  said 
Dorchester  street,  thence  on  Emerson  street  to 
Third  street,  connecting  with  tracks  of  said 
South  Boston  Railroad  Company  at  that  point. 

Also    to    lay   tracks   on   Third   street,  from 
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Dorchester  avenue  connecting  with  tracks  of 
said  South  Boston  Railroad  Company  and  said 
Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  on  Dorchester 
avenue,  thence  upon  Third  street  to  Dorchester 
street,  connecting  with  tracks  of  said  South 
Boston  Railroad  Company  at  Dorchester  street. 

Also  to  lay  tracks  to  connect  with  the  tracks 
of  said  South  Boston  Railroad  Company  at  the 
junction  of  Second  street  and  L  street,  thence 
on  said  L  street  to  said  Third  street,  thence  on 
Third  street  to  Emerson  street,  there  connecting 
with  the  tracks  of  the  said  South  Boston  Railroad 
Company,  said  tracks  and  turnouts  being  shown 
by  red  lines  on  a  plan  made  by  Daniel  Coolidge 
dated  March  14,  1887,  and  deposited  in  the  office 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets. 

[Appended  were  the  usual  printed  conditions.] 

Aid.  Haynes  submitted  the  following  amend- 
ment— 

Further  provided  that  said  corporation  shall 
adopt  and  use  in  the  construction  of  said  rail- 
way, the  most  approved  pattern  or  form  of  rail 
now  in  use,  and  such  as  shall  least  interfere 
with  public  driving,  and  the  use  of  the  streets 
for  ordinary  traffic. 

And  such  rail  and  construction  of  road  shall 
he  satisfactory  to  and  approved  by  the  superin- 
tendent of  streets. 

And  they  shall  also  keep  in  repair  and  main- 
tain th-e  roadbed  inside— and  a  space  18  inches 
wide  outside  their  tracks,  satisfactory  to  the 
superintendent  of  streets,  and  otherwise  in  ac- 
cordance with  Chapter  113,  Section  32,  of  the 
Public  Statutes. 

Aid.  Capen  accepted  the  amendment,  and  the 
order  as  amended  was  read  a  second  time,  under 
suspension  of  the  rule,  and  the  question  came 
on  its  passage. 

Ald.CARROLL— Mr.Chairman  and  gentlemen  of 
the  Board.  I  propose  to  vote  for  that  order  which 
has  been  read,  and  in  giving  my  vote  for  it,  I 
desire  to  present  the  circumstances  in  connection 
with  the  order,  which  require  from  me  a  brief 
statement  of  why  I  propose  to  vote  for  it.  It  is 
in  the  recollection  of  the  members  of  this  Board 
that  early  in  the  year  there  was  a  sharp  contest 
between  the  South  Boston  and  the  Metropolitan 
railroads,  for  locations,  which,  if  not  exactly 
alike,  were  very  nearly  so.  I  sav  to  the  members 
of  this  Board  that  the  interest  of  the  citizens  of 
South  Boston  are  served  by  these  locations  being 
granted.  It  serves  the  citizens  of  South  Boston 
so  that  we  can  go  to  nearly  every  section  of 
the  city  of  Boston  after  these  locations  are 
taken,  and  the  cars  are  placed  upon  the  tracks, 
at  considerably  less  expense  than  we  now  can, 
and  while  I  would  much  rather  follow  the  mat- 
ter out  as  I  started  and  give  my  support  to  the 
Metropolitan  railroad  petition,  I  am  free  to  say 
that  what  serves  South  Boston  and  its  citizens 
irrespective  of  politics  I  propose  to  give  my  vote 
for  cheerfully.  As  I  understand  it  today  the 
railroads  of  Boston  are  not  known  as  the  South 
Boston  railroad,  the  Metropolitan  railroad  or 
the  Cambridge  railroad ;  as  a  matter  of  tact, 
while  they  have  those  names  they  are  not  in 
reality  what  the  name  implies.  They  are  owned 
now,  so  I  am  lead  to  believe,  by  one  corporation. 
To  come  into  this  Board  of  Aldermen  and  persist 
in  making  a  fight  in  order  that  the  Metropolitan 
railroad  should  come  into  South  Boston  with 
the  same  rights  now  asked  for  by  the  South 
Boston  railroad  would  not  be  sagacity  on  my 
part.  Believing  that  the  citizens  of  South  Bos- 
ton are  served  by  our  granting  this  location  and 
believing  that  it  would  be  exactly  the  same  if 
the  Metropolitan  railroad  were  granted  their 
petition,  I  give  my  vote  today  for  the  granting 
of  those  locations  and  ask  the  members  of  the 
Board  to  give  their  votes,  and  in  so  doing  I 
assure  them  that  they  benefit  the  citizens  of 
South  Boston,  irrespective  of  politics  or  any- 
thing else.  That,  I  think,  is  an  explanation 
which  I  ought  to  give  to  the  Board  for  the  fight 
I  made  to  have  the  Metropolitan  road  come 
into  South  Boston,  and  the  reasons  I  have  stated 
are  the  only  reasons  why  I  vote  as  I  shall 
today. 

The  order  as  amended  was  passed. 

Aid.  Carroll  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

Metropolitan  Locations. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad  Company  for  the  right  to  lay  tracks, 
with  all  necessary  curves,  connections,  turn- 
outs^etc.  in  certain  streets  in  Boston,  Roxbury 
and  Dorchester,  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order : 


Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  rights  here- 
tofore granted  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany to  lay  down  tracks  in  the  streets  of  the  city 
of  Boston,  said  company  shall  have  the  right  to 
lay  down  tracks,  with  all  necessary  curves,  con- 
nections, turnouts,  etc.,  on  Lamartine  street. 
Highland  District,  beginning  at  the  tracks  of 
this  company  on  Centre  street,  and  running  over 
Lamartine,  Green,  Elm,  Everett  and  Call  streets 
to  Keyes  street ;  on  Keves  street,  there  to  con- 
nect with  the  present  tracks  of  this  company  on 
South  street;  also  to  extend  their  tracks  on 
South  street  to  the  Foivst  Hills  statioi^of  the 
Providence  railroad ;  also  to  lay  tracks  on  Cen- 
tre street,  from  and  connecting  with  its  tracks 
on  Pynchon  street,  to  and  connecting  with  its 
tracks  at  Eliot  square. 

Also  to  lay  tracks  on  West  Lenox  street,  from 
Tremont  to  Washington  street,  to  connect  with 
tracks  of  this  company  on  both  AVashington  and 
Tremont  streets,  with  curves  both  ways  on  each 
street. 

Also  to  lay  tracks  on  Boston  street,  Dorches- 
ter District,  beginning  and  connecting  with 
tracks  of  this  company  on  Stoughton  street  at 
Upham's  Corner,  and  connecting  with  its  tracks 
on  Dorchester  avenue. 

Also  to  lay  tracks  on  East  Chester  Park  Ex- 
tension, so  called,  from  Boston  street  to  Swett 
street,  and  on  Swett  street  to  Albany  street, 
there  to  connect  with  the  tracks  on  Northamp- 
ton street,  with  the  right  to  use  tracks  already 
laid  on  Northampton  street  not  belonging  to 
this  company;  and  the  right  to  connect  such 
tracks  on  East  Chester  Park  with  the  tracks  on 
Boston  street,  with  curves  both  ways  when  the 
same  shall  have  been  laid. 

Also  to  lay  tracks  on  Swett  street,  from  the 
tracks  of  this  company  on  Dorchester  avenue  to 
and  across  Albany  street,  there  to  connect  with 
the  tracks  already  laid  on  Northampton  street, 
with  the  right  to  use  any  of  the  tracks  on 
Northampton  street  not  belonging  to  this  com- 
pany. 

Also  to  lay  tracks  on  Erie  avenue,  Dorchester 
District,  from  Washington  street  to  Glen  road, 
and  on  Glen  road  to  Blue  Hill  avenue,  with  the 
right  to  connect  said  tracks  with  the  existing 
tracks  on  Washington  street. 

Also  to  lay  tracks  on  Adams  street  and  Nepon- 
set  avenue,  beginning  at  the  tracks  on  Dor- 
chester avenue  at  Field's  Corner  and  extending 
to  Neponset  bridge. 

Also  to  extend  its  Dartmouth  street  tracks 
from  their  connection  at  Tremont  street,  across 
Tremont  street  and  over  Df  dham  street  to,  and 
to  connect  with  their  tracks  on  Harrison  ave- 
nue, with  turnouts  both  ways  at  Washington 
street  and  Harrison  avenue. 

Also  the  right  to  extend  their  present  tracks 
on  Bowdoin  street  from  their  present  termini  at 
Geneva  avenue  to,  and  to  connect  with  tracks 
already  laid  on  Washington  street. 

Also  the  right  to  use  electric  power  for  the 
propulsion  of  its  cars  on  all  or  any  of  the  above 
routes  or  their  connections,  said  tracks  and 
turnous  being  shown  by  red  lines  on  a  plan  made 
by  Arthur  Plympton,  dated  June,  1887,  and  de- 
posited in  the  office  of  the  superintendent  of 
streets. 

The  amendment  which  was  added  to  the 
previous  order  on  motion  of  Aid.  Haynes  was 
also  added  to  this,  and  the  order  as  amended 
was  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule.  Aid. 
Capen  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

Report  and  order— That  in  addition  to  the 
rights  heretofore  granted  to  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad  Company  to  lay  down  tracks  in  the 
streets  of  the  city  of  Boston,  said  company  shall 
have  the  right  to  lay  down  a  third  track  in  Tre- 
mont street,  from  Sterling  street  to  Ruggles 
street,  to  connect  with  tracks  already  laid  there ; 
said  tracks  and  turnouts  being  shown  by  red 
lines  on  a  plan  made  by  Arthur  Plympton,  dated 
June,  1887,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the 
superintendent  of  streets.  [Appended  were  the 
usual  printed  conditions.] 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.  Aid.  Capen  moved  to  recon- 
sider; lost. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  the  Metropolitan 
railroad  for  an  extension  of  its  U-acks  on  Lex- 
ington street,  East  Boston  —  Recommending 
the  passage  of  an  order  of  notice  that  this  Boara 
will,  on  Tuesday,  the  5th  of  July,  take  into 
consideration  the  expediency  of  granting  the 
prayer  of  the  above  petition. 
Report  accepted  ;  order  of  notice  passed. 
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CLAIMS. 

Aid.  Lee,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims,  sub- 
mitted reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  fol- 
lowing petitions: 

Sarah  J.  Dugan,  for  compensation  for  personal 
injuries  rec  eived  by  reason  of  an  alleged  defect 
at  31  Genesee  street,  De  o  29,  1S86. 

Margaret  McDermott  (on  account  of  failure  to 
notify  the  city),  for  compensation  for  personal 
injuries  received  bv  an  alleged  defect  in  Warren 
street,  Roxbury,  Jan.l  2,  1887. 

Caroline  M.  Stevens,  to  be  compensated  for 
personal  injuries  received  by  an  alleged  defect 
in  Washington  street,  Jan.  13,  1887. 

Henry  F.  Vinal,  for  compensation  for  injury  to 
his  house.  25  Newcomb  street,  by  the  construc- 
tion of  a  sewer  in  said  street. 

Mrs.  S.  B.  Williams  (on  account  of  failure  to 
notify  the  city),  for  compensation  for  personal 
injuries  received  from  an  alleged  defect  in 
Washington  street,  at  Madison  place,  Jan.  26, 
1880. 

Re  ports  severally  accepted.    Sent  down. 

INSPECTION  OF  BUILDINGS. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  De- 
partment for  the  Inspection  of  Buildings: 

Report  and  order — fhat  the  inspector  of  build- 
ings be  authorized  to  issue  a  permit  to  the  Pear- 
son Cordage  Company  to  build,  outside  the  build- 
ing limits,  a  wooden  addition  to  building  No.  112 
Norfolk  avenue,  Ward  20,  in  excess  of  size  al- 
lowed, and  without  the  construction  of  a  brick 
wall  as  required  by  the  ordinances,  and  in  ac- 
cordance with  an  application  on  file  in  the  De- 
partment for  the  Inspection  of  Building,  said 
addition  to  be  occupied  for  manufacturing  pur- 
poses, main  building  occupied  for  the  same  pur- 
pose. 

Report  and  order— That  the  inspector  of  build- 
ings he  authorized  to  issue  a  permit  to  John 
Thorburn  to  build,  outside  the  building  limits,  a 
wooden  building  on  Call  street,  Jamaica  Plain, 
Ward  23,  in  excess  of  range  allowed,  without  the 
intervention  or  construction  of  a  brick  wall  as 
required  by  the  ordinances  and  in  accordance 
with  an  application  on  file  in  the  Department 
for  the  Inspection  of  Buildings;  said  building  to 
be  occupied  for  stable  purposes. 

Reports  accepted ;  orders  passed  under  sus- 
pension of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary;  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Cyrus  Butler  for  leave  to  build  a  wooden 
building  on  Braintree  street,  near  Everett  street, 
Ward  25.    Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  A.  Morton,  for  leave 
to  build  two  wooden  buildings  on  Gustin  street, 
Ward  15— That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to 
withdraw  at  his  own  request.  Accepted.  Sent 
down. 

Report  on  the  order  to  report  the  expense  of 
widening  Emerson  street  from  Broadway  to  K 
street— 1  hat,  in  their  opinion,  the  order  ought 
not  to  pass.    Accepted.    Sent  down. 
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CAMBRIDGE 


Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  this 
Board,  to  whom  was  referred  the  order  of  no- 
tice of  a  hearing  in  the  matter  of  proposed 
alterations  in  Cambridge  street,  where  it  crosses 
the  Boston  &  Albany  railroad  in  Allston,  re- 
spectfully report  no  further  action  necessary, 
Report  accepted. 

ADDITIONAL  ENGINEER  OF  BROADWAY  BRIDGE. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an  order— That  the  city 
auditor  be  authorized  to  allow  for  payment  the 
salary  of  the  additional  engineer  of  Broadway 
bridge,  from  May  2,  the  date  of  his  appoint- 
ment, under  ordinance  approved  March  7,   1887. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule.  Sent 
down. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Aid.  Carroll  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  on 
the  petition  of  Angeline  M.  Brackett.  for  a  re- 
lease of  a  condition  imposed  by  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton upon  a  part  of  her  estate  at  No.  4  on  Union 
Park,  recommending  the  passage  of  the  follow- 
inK: 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  execute  on  behalf  of  the 
city  of  Boston  an  instrument,  satisfactory  to  the 
eity  solicitor,  releasing   the   condition  in  the 


words  following :  "The  premises  are  conveyed 
subject  to  the  condition  that  no  building  other 
than  the  outbuildings  necessary  to  a  dwelling- 
house  shall  be  erected  or  placed  thereon,"  from 
the  deed  given  by  the  city  of  Boston  to  Joseph 
H.  Gray,  dated  Dec.  17,  1857,  and  recorded  with 
Suffolk  Deeds,  book  732,  page  9,  of  a  parcel  of 
land  now  a  portion  of  the  estate  known  as 
number  4  on  Union  Park,  and  now  or  at  one 
time  the  property  of  Angeline  M.  Brackett. 

Also  ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be 
authorized  to  declare  in  said  instrument,  so  far 
as  he  may  lawfully  do  so  without  affecting  the 
legal  or  equitable  rights  of  other  persons  hold- 
ing title  under  it,  that  the  conditions  set  forth 
in  a  deed  from  the  city  of  Boston  to  William 
Hovey  and  Calvin  Ryder,  dated  April  20.  1855, 
and  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds,  book  690,  page 
297,  conveying  them  a  portion  of  the  estate  now 
known  as  No.  4  Union  Park,  now  or  at  one  time 
the  property  of  Angeline  M.  Brackett,  shall  be 
regarded  and  considered  by  the  city  as  restric- 
tions merely,  and  that  it  will  not  claim  any 
forfeiture  of  the  land  described  in  said  deed 
by  reason  of  any  breach  of  the  said  condi- 
tions. 

Report  upon  the  petition  of  Elizabeth  G.  Frost, 
executrix  of  the  estate  of  John  Gilbert,  for  a  re- 
lease of  the  conditions  imposed  upon  her  estate 
by  the  city  of  Boston— Recommending  the  pas- 
sage of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  execute  on  behelf  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  an  instrument,  satisfactory  to 
the  city  solicitor,  releasing  the  conditions  from 
the  deed  given  by  the  city  of  Boston  to  George 
W.  Pope,  dated  March  20, 1858,  and  recorded  with 
Suffolk  Deeds,  book  734,  page  135,  of  an  estate  at 
the  corner  of  Tremont  and  Pembroke  streets, 
now  known  as  664  on  said  Tremont  street,  and 
the  property  of  Elizabeth  G.  Frost,  executrix  of 
the  estate  of  John  Gilbert. 

Report  on  the  request  of  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  for  authoritority  to  lease  the 
wharf  property  of  the  city  at  756  Albany  street, 
from  the  expiration  of  the  present  lease  there- 
on, July  1,  now  next-Recommending  the  pas- 
sage of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  and  they  hereby  are  authorized  to 
lease,  subject  to  the  approval  of  His  Honor  the 
Mayor,  for  a  term  of  years  and  for  such  rental 
and  upon  such  terms  as  shall  be  deemed  for  the 
best  interests  of  the  city,  the  wharf  property 
belonging  to  the  city  of  Boston  on  Albany  street 
opposite  the  City  Hospital,  and  known  as  num- 
ber 756  on  said  Albany  street. 

Reports  severally  accepted,  orders  passed  un- 
der suspension  of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  order,  referred  to  them  to  re- 
scind an  order  of  the  City  Council  of  May  24, 
1886,  authorizing  the  Street  Commissioners  to 
sell  by  public  auction  the  old  engine  house  on 
Cabot  street  at  Roxbury,  ought  not  to  pass. 

Report  accepted,  said  order  indefinitely  post- 
poned, on  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll. 

Aid.  Carroll  moved  to  reconsider  previous 
vote ;  lost. 

TRANSFER. 

The  chairman  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Finance: 

Report  on  the  order  for  the  transfer  of  the 
sum  of  §2000  from  the  revenue  of  the  Cochituate 
Water  Works  to  the  appropriation  lor  the  City 
Collector's  Department— That  the  order  ought 
to  pass. 

Report  accepted  and  said  order  passed,  yeas 
10,  nays  0. 

LABORERS  IN  CITY  DEPARTMENTS. 

The  chairman  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Finance : 

Report  on  the  order  proposing  to  place  laborers 
in  the  several  city  departments  on  full  time— 
Recommending  reference  of  the  order  to  the 
superintendent  of  streets. 

Report  accepted,  and  said  order  referred  ac- 
cordingly.   Sent  down. 

EXCAVATION  OF  BASEMENT. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Inspection  of  Buildings  (Aid.)  on 
the  petition  of  Richard  Morrison,  for  leave  to 
excavate  the  basement  of  his  estate,  30  and  32 
Causeway  street,  to  grade  10— That  leave  be 
granted. 

Report  accepted  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Appropriations  respectfully 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  following  orders 
for  specific  appropriations  to  the  amount  of 
$425,000,  as  authorized  under  the  provisions  of 
Chapter  281  of  the  Acts  of  1887,  said  sums  being 
in  addition  to  the  amounts  appropriated  in  the 
general  appropriation  bill  passed  April  30,  1887. 
It  should  be  stated  that  the  committee  are  not 
all  agreed  upon  the  several  items  contained  in 
the  order,  and  certain  members  reserve  the 
right  to  oppose  the  accompanying  bill. 
CITY   OF   BOSTON. 

SUPPLEMENTARY     APPROPRIATION      BILL       FOR 
THE  FINANCIAL  YEAR  1887-1888. 

Orders 

Relating    to    Specific    Appropriations  for   the 

Financial  Year  1887-88. 

It  is  hereby  ordered  by  the  City  Council,  That, 
to  defray  the  expenditures  of  the  city  of  Boston 
and  the  county  of  Suffolk  for  the  financial  year 
which  will  commence  with  the  first  day  of  May, 
1887,  and  end  with  the  last  day  of  April,  1888, 
the  following  sums  of  money  be,  and  the  same 
are,  hereby  respectively  appropriated  for  the 
objects  and  purposes  as  herein  set  forth ;  said 
sums  to  be  in  addition  to  the  amounts  appro- 
priated in  the  general  appropriation  bill,  passed 
April  30,  1S87.    (City  Document  No.  79.) 

Provided,  That  all  appropriations  herein 
made,  and  all  appropriations  and  expenditures 
hereafter  to  be  made  or  authorized,  shall  be 
subject  to  and  in  accordance  with  Chapter  15, 
Sections  3  and  4,  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of 
1885,  and  Sections  14,  15,  and  16  of  the  joint  rules 
and  orders  of  the  City  Council,  as  adopted  for 
this  year.  No  contract  shall  be  made,  nor  ex- 
penditure authorized  in  any  case,  unless  the 
same  shall  have  been  provided  for  herein,  or 
unless  provision  for  the  same  shall  be  made  by 
special  transfer  from  some  of  the  appropriations 
herein  contained,  or  by  creating  a  loan. 

Provided,  also.  That  any  sums  of  money 
■which  may  be  suoscribed  or  contributed  by  in- 
dividuals to  promote  the  objects  of  any  of  the 
following  appropriations,  and  which  form  no 
part  of  the  estimated  income  of  the  city,  shall 
be  strictly  applied  according  to  the  intention  of 
the  contributors,  and  shall  be  credited  to  such 
appropriations  accordingly ;  that  is  to  say  for : 

Fire  Department. §38,000 

County  of  Suffolk 20,000 

Incidentals 25,0.00 

Paving  Department 100,000 

Commonwealth  avenue 125.01  mi 

High  sehoolhouse,  Roxbury 50.000 

Widening  streets 25 ,000 

Newpiers,  South  ferry,  East  Boston  side 15.000 

Grammar  sehoolhouse.  South  Boston 25.000 

Mt.  Hope  cemetery,  gravel 2,000 

8425.000 
TAX  BILL,  1887-88. 

ORDERS. 

Levying  a  specific  tax  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  the  city  of  Boston  and  the  county  of  Suffolk 
for  the  financial  year  1887-88,  and  providing  for 
interest  on  non-payment  of  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $425,000  be  raised  on 
the  Dolls  and  estates  taxable  in  this  city,  ac- 
cording to  law,  to  pay  the  current  expenses  of 
the  city  of  Boston  and  the  county  of  Suffolk  dur- 
ing the  financial  year  which  will  commence 
with  the  first  day  of  May,  1887,  and  end  with  the 
last  day  of  April,  1888. 

Ordered,  That,  in  pursuance  of  the  au- 
thority of  Chapter  11,  Sect'on  67,  of  the 
Public  Statutes,  all  taxes  assessed  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  for  the  expenditures  of 
the  city  of  Boston  and  county  of  Suffolk,  for  the 
financial  year  1887-88,  and  for  paying  the  city's 
proportion  of  the  State  tax  of  1887,  shall  be  due 
and  payable  on  the  first  day  of  November,  1887 ; 
and,  if  the  same  shall  remain  unpaid,  interest 
at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent  per  annum  shall  be 
charged  upon  all  such  taxes  as  shall  not  be  paid 
at  that  date ;  and  upon  all  taxes  that  shall  re- 
mam  unpaid  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1888, 
there  shall  be  charged  interest  at  the  rate  of;  7 
per  cent  per  annum ;  and  all  the  interest  that 
shall  have  become  due  from  and  after  the 
above-named  dates  shall  be  added  to  and  be  a 
part  of  such  taxes;  provided,  however,  that  the 
taxes  assessed  by  authority  of  Chapter  13  of  the 
Public  Statutes,  upon  the  shares  of  national 
banks  and  of  other  corporations,  shall  be  due 


and  payable  on  the  first  day  of  November,  1887, 
and  interest  shall  be  charged,  as  provided  in 
said  chapter,  upon  all  such  taxes  as  remain  un- 
paid after  that  date,  at  the  rate  of  12  per  cent 
per  annum. 

Minority  Report. 
The  undersigned  dissents  from  the  foregoing 
report  of  the  majority  of  the  committee,  and 
respectfully  recommends  that  the  gross  sum  of 
$425,000  be  appropriated  for  the  following  named 
objects : 

For  Fire  Department,  increase  of  pay g  37,000 

Incidentals 20,000 

County  of  Suffolk 15,000 

Paving  Department 100,000 

Sewer  Department 85 .000 

Commonwealth  avenue 125.000 

Wharf  Paving  Department 40,000 

Police  matrons 3,000 

Total S425.000 

Wm.  B.  F.  Whall. 

Majority  report  accepted. 

Aid.  Lee  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule  that 
the  orders  might  be  put  upon  their  passage  at 
this  time. 

Aid.  Capen— I  move  reference  of  the  orders  to 
the  committee  of  the  wrhole  on  the  part  of  this 
Board. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  would  ask  the  gentleman— I 
will  support  his  motion  later  on— to  withdraw 
that  motion  in  order  that  I  may  make  a  motion 
that  that  matter  be  assigned  15  or  20  minutes,  for 
the  purpose  of  allowing  members  of  the  Board 
to  present  other  orders. 

Aid.  Capen  withdrew  his  motion,  and  discus- 
sion of  the  supplementary  appropriation  bill 
was  further  assigned  to  20  minutes  past  6,  on 
motion  of  Aid.  Carroll. 

SEVENTEENTH  OF  JUNE. 

Aid.  Carroll  offered  an  order— That  His 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  hereby  requested  to  in- 
struct the  several  heads  of  departments  to  grant 
a  holiday  on  the  17th  inst.,  without  loss  of  pay, 
to  all  employees  in  their  respective  departments 
whose  services  can  be  dispensed  with. 

Passed.  Sent  down.  Aid.  Carroll  moved  to 
reconsider;  lost. 

LEASING  OF  PROPERTY. 

Aid.  Carroll  offered  an  order— That  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  be  and  they 
hereby  are  authorized  to  lease,  subject  to  the 
approval  of  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  for  a  term  of 
years  and  for  such  rental  and  upon  such  terms 
as  shall  be  deemed  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
city,  the  property  belonging  to  the  city  at  the 
northwest  corner  of  L  and  East  First  streets, 
and  containing  26,220  square  feet,  more  or 
less. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
Aid.  Carroll  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

CLERK  HIRE  IN  COLLECTOR'S  DEPARTMENT. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  offered  the  following: 

The  Committee  of  City  Collector's  Depart- 
ment respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  ordinance,  relating  to  clerk 
hire  in  their  department. 

An  Ordinance 
To  amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1885. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston  as 

follows. 

Section  1.  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordi- 
nances of  1885  is  hereby  amended  in  Section  1 
by  striking  out  of  the  clause  relating  to  the 
deputy  collectors  the  words  "one  thousand  seven 
hundred  dollars  each,"  and  inserting  the  fol- 
lowing in  place  thereof,  "hereafter  appointed, 
for  their  first  year's  service  one  thousand  four 
hundred  dollars  each,  for  their  second  year's 
service  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  each, 
for  their  third  year's  service  one  thousand  six 
hundred  dollars  each,  and  thereafter  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  dollars  each." 

Also  in  the  fourth  line  of  said  clause,  by  strik- 
ing out  the  word  "two,"  and  inserting  the  word 
"five"  in  place  thereof. 

Also  in  section  2  by  striking  out  of  the  first 
line  of  the  clause  relating  to  the  city  collector 
the  words  "twelve  thousand  two,"  and  insert- 
ing the  words  "thirteen  thousand  five"  in  place 
thereof. 

Sec.  2  This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  upon 
the  first  day  of  May,  1887. 

Report  accepted,  ordinance  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances. 
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ESSEX-STREET  BRIDGE. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an  order— That  the 
superintendent  of  bridges  is  hereby  authorized 
to  close  Essex-street  bridge  to  public  travel  to 
vehicles,  for  one  month  from  date,  or  during 
the  making  of  necessary  repairs  upon  the  same. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

PAVEMENT  OF  CENTRAL  STREET. 

Aid.  Maguire  offered  an  order— That  the 
order  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  June  7, 
authorizing  the .  superintendent  of  streets  to 
pave  Central  street,  be  rescinded. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

In  connection  with  the  above  Aid.  Maguire 
offered  an  order— That  the  superintendent  of 
streets  be  authorized  to  pave  Central  street, 
between  Kilby  and  Broad  streets,  wit'i  asphalt, 
the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  paving. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  would  like  some  explana- 
tion of  that  order. 

Aid.  Maguire— It  is  simply  this,  that  this 
Board  has  passed  an  order  to  pave  that  street 
with  granite  blocks.  The  members  have  since 
been  waited  on  by  the  owners  of  estates  on  Cen- 
tre street,  and  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  street  had  better  be  paved  with  asphalt. 

The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule. 

SCHOOLHOUSE  APPARATUS. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  Supt.  of  Public  Buildings,  ] 
June  13, 1887. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Gentlemen,— I  find  upon  examination  of  the 
Appropriation  bill  for  the  financial  year  as 
passed  by  the  City  Council  an  item  of  §5000  for 
new  heating  apparatus  and  water  closets  for 
the  Cushman  schoolhouse.  It  will  be  seen  upon 
reference  to  the  annual  estimates  for  1887-8S 
that  the  sum  of  $5000  asked  for  to  provide  new 
heating  apparatus  for  the  Eliot  schoolhouse 
was  stricken  out  and  said  amount  ($5000)  substi- 
tuted for  heating  apparatus  and  water  closets 
for  the  Cushman  schoolhouse. 

If  it  is  the  desire  of  the  City  Council  to  fur- 
nish said  water  closets  it  will  require  an  addi- 
tional appropriation  of  $3000,  the  sum  of  §5000 
being  only  sufficient  for  the  new  heating  ap- 
paratus. 

I  desire  further  to  state  that  the  provision  for 
new  heating  apparatus  for  the  Eliot  schoolhouse 
has  been  long  delayed  and  should  have  been 
provided  for  last  year.  The  method  of  heating 
the  building  as  now  applied  I  do  not  consider  as 
safe,  and  accidents  are  liable  to  occur. 

I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  bring  these  facts 
to  the  notice  of  the  City  Council  that  they  may 
pursue  such  course  as  their  judgment  dictates. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Jos.  C.  Tucker, 
Superintendent  Public  Buildings. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
trimming  of  trees. 

Aid.  Bromwich  offered  an  order— That  the 
superintendent  of  Common,  etc.,  be  requested 
to  trim  the  trees  in  front  of  154  and  156  Dor- 
chester street  and  No.  2  Gates  street. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

PLANK  COVERING  OVER  STONY  BROOK. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  an  order— That  the  superin- 
tendent of  streets  be  requested  to  repair  the 
plank  covering  over  Stony  brook  on  Williams 
street,  Ward  23,  and  put  the  same  in  condition 
for  public  travel. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  would  rise  at  this  time  to  a 
question  of  information  as  to  whether  the  refer- 
ence called  for  there  is  a  proper  one,  and 
whether  it  does  not  really  belong  in  the  juris- 
diction of  the  superintendent  of  bridges.  That 
order  calls  to  my  mind  a  document  which  the 
superintendent  of  bridges  has  sent  into  the  city 
government,  wherein  he  claims  that  if  he  has 
to  do  all  this  work  which  he  is  called  upon  to  do 
he  will  have  to  have  an  extra  appropriation.  It 
seems  to  me  at  the  present  time  there  is  a 
difference  between  the  superintendent  of  streets 
and  the  superintendent  of  bridges  in  doing  cer- 
tain classes  of  work, and  probably  this  would  be  as 
good  a  time  to  find  out  who  it  does  belong  to  as 
any  other.  If  the  superintendent  of  streets  has 
to  do  the  work  it  would  give,  the  superintendent 
of  bridges  more  chance  to  do  more  work  in 


another  way.  I  would  like  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  as  to  whether  that  matter  belongs  to  the 
superintendent  of  streets  or  to  the  superinten- 
dent of  bridges.  It  is  a  question  of  informa- 
tion. 

Aid.  Lee— I  can  only  say  in  relation  to  the 
order  that  I  called  upon  the  superintendent  of 
bridges  and  inquired  of  him  if  it  came  under  his 
jurisdiction.  He  politely  informed  me  that  it 
did  not,  and  to  prove  that  fact  he  informed  me 
that  the  superintendent  of  streets  had  gone  on 
and  put  in  a  plank— what  its  length  was  I  do 
not  know— thereby  acknowledging  that  he  was 
responsible  for  the  highway.  This  is  a  covered 
plank  bridge,  or  walk,  as  you  may  call  it,  upon 
the  highway  over  Stony  brook,  near  the  junc- 
tion of  Williams  and  Washington  streets,  and 
only  the  day  before  yesterday  1  believe  a  team 
went  through  the  covered  way.  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  city  must  be  called  upon  to  pav  damages 
in  such  cases.  The  alderman  on  my  right  says 
we  are  not  called  upon  to  pay  damages.  He 
knows  better,  as  being  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims,  every  day  that  he  sits  upon 
that  committee  he  is  called  upon  to  consider 
some  damage  to  horses  or  vehicles  upon  the 
highways. 

Aid.  Carroll— AVe  report  leave  to  withdraw 
all  the  time. 

Aid.  Lee— It  seems  to  me  that  order  ought 
to  pass,  and  if  the  superintendent  of  streets 
does  not  desire  to  take  the  responsibility, 
or  refuses  to  take  jurisdiction,  let  him  report 
back  here,  and  let  the  committee  find  out  who 
it  belongs  to.  Again,  I  believe  this  Board  should 
order  that  street  closed  to  public  travel  if  tha 
order  is  not  passed,  so  that  the  city  may  not  be 
held  liable  for  any  accidents  that  may  occur 
upon  Williams  street  at  that  point;  and  I  trust 
the  order  will  pass,  and  that  the  superintendent 
of  streets  will  either  send  a  communication  to 
to  Board,  stating  that  he  has  no  jurisdiction,  or 
that  he  will  go  on  and  put  the  road  there  at 
that  point  in  proper  condition  for  public  travel. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  have  had  a  conversation 
with  the  superintendent  of  bridges  today  in  re- 
gard to  this  matter  that  is  now  Defore  us.  He 
stated  to  me  that  the  bridge  was  unsafe,  and 
that  something  ought  to  be  done;  that  it  ought 
to  be  repaired  at  once,  but  that  he  was  in  doubt 
as  to  whether  it  came  under  his  department  or 
under  the  Paving  Department.  If  it  was  decided 
that  it  came  under  his  department,  he  would  be 
obliged  to  ask  for  some  more  money  from  some 
source,  because  his  appropriation  now  was  too 
small  to  take  care  of  the  number  of  bridges  he 
had  under  his  control  at  present,  He  also  stated 
to  me  that  the  chances  were  that  the  balance 
left  over  from  the  Albany-street  bridge— I  be- 
lieve about  $14,000— 

Aid.  Carroll— You  don't  know? 

Aid.  Sullivan— Somewhere  about  that,  what- 
ever the  balance  may  be;  and  if  that  balance 
was  transferred  to  his  department  he  would 
then,  if  it  was  decided  that  the  bridges  were  to 
be  taken  care  of  by  his  department,  take  care  of 
them.  For  that  reason  I  would  like  at  this  pres- 
ent time  to  offer  an  order  in  connection  with 
that,  and  I  now  offer  this  order. 

The  Chairman— Aid.  Carroll  has  asked  for  a 
decision  of  this  matter. 

Aid.  Carroll— Before  giving  that  decision  I 
beg  leave  to  call  attention  to  page  21  of  docu- 
ment No.  29,  the  superintendent  of  bridges'  re- 
port.   It  states  this  : 

"A  list  of  culverts,  or  small  bridges,  will  be 
found  in  Appendix  C. 

"These  culverts  have  been  for  many  years  un- 
der the  charge  of  the  superintendent  of  streets, 
but  he  now  claims  that  they  should  be  taken 
care  of  by  the  Bridge  Department ;  and  to  settle 
the  question  I  would  most  respectfully  ask  that 
by  a  vote  of  the  city  government  they  be  trans- 
ferred to  this  department,  and  a  sufficient  appro- 
priation made  in  order  that  they  may  be  kept  in 
good  condition." 

Now  let  us  find  out  what  department  it  be- 
longs to  and  then  we  will  have  a  responsible 
head  and  will  know  where  to  place  responsibili- 
ty and  where  it  exists.  As  the  matter  now  stands, 
if  you  send  the  order  to  the  superintendent  of 
paving  he  informs  you  that  it  belongs  to  the  su- 
perintendent of  bridges,  and  if  you  send  it  to 
the  superintendent  of  bridges,  he  says  he  doesn't 
know  anything  about  it.  The  superintendent  of 
streets  has  taken  care  of  it  in  the  past,  and  he 
has  justified  himself  by  saying  that  if  it  be- 
longed to  him  in  the  past  it  does  now.    Let  us 
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have  a  decision,  and,  if  necessary,  I  will  move 
that  we  have  the  decision  of  the  corporation 
counsel,  so  that  we  will  know  where  to  place 
the  responsibility. 

The  Chairman — Aid.  Carroll  has  asked  for  a 
decision  relative  to  where  the  responsibility 
rests. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  would  like  to  make  a  mo- 
tion when  you  have  made  your  decision. 

The  Chairman— On  the  question  asked  by 
Aid.  Carroll  the  Chair  would,  under  Section  1  of 
Chapter  45  rule  that  this  bridge  was  in  the 
charge  of  the  superintendent  of  bridges,  who 
shall  have  the  care  and  management  of  the 
bridges  specified  in  Section  2,  and  the  super- 
vision of  all  other  bridges  wilhin  the  city  limits, 
and  the  charge  of  all  repairs  to  be  made  on  any 
bridges  to  the  extent  prescribed,  etc.  The 
Chair  will  also  call  the  attention  of  the  Board 
to  document  No.  29  [reading  the  section  previ- 
ously quoted  by  Aid.  Carroll.]  If  the  Board  will 
turn  to  Apendix  C  they  will  find  that  Williams 
street,  West  Roxbury,  is  left  under  the  head  of 
small  bridges  or  culverts.  Therefore,  under  the 
ordinances  that  being  termed,  even  by  the  su- 
perintendent himself,  a  bridge,  the  Chair  will 
be  obliged  to  rule  that  that  is  a  matter  that 
comes  within  the  province  of  the  Bridge  De- 
partment, and  not  the  Street  Department. 

Aid.  Lee — Then  I  move  to  strike  out  the  word 
"streets"  and  insert  "bridges." 

Aid.  Bromwich— Mr.  Chairman,  I  think  I 
have  waited  until  you  have  given  your  decis- 
ion. 

The  Chairman— The  question  is  on  Aid.  Lee's 
motion. 

Aid.  Lee— Have  I  not  the  floor? 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  rule  not. 

Aid.  Lee — I  would  inquire  if,  under  all  parlia- 
mentary practice  and  rule,  if  when  a  member 
has  risen  to  make  a  motion,  and  the  Chair  has 
stated  that  motion,  that  member  is  not  entitled 
to  the  floor? 

The  Chairman— The  alderman  did  not  ad- 
dress the  Chair.  Aid.  Bromwich  is  the  only 
alderman  who  has  addressed  the  Chair,  and  he 
has  the  floor. 

Aid.  Lee— It  seems  to  me  I  am  quite  correct, 
and  can  sustain  my  position  quite  readily,  and 
I  will  endeavor  to  by  and  by. 

Aid.  Bromwich — Mr.  Chairman,  I  rose  be- 
fore to  make  a  motion,  but  your  decision 
was  asked  for,  and  1  waited  until  you  had 
finished.  If  the  motion  had  not  been  made 
that  was  made  by  the  alderman  opposite,  I 
should  have  moved  to  refer  to  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Paving  and  Bridges,  and  let 
them  talk  it  over  with  the  corporation  coun- 
sel and  bring  in  a  report.  That  was  the 
motion  I  intended  to  make.  But,  after  hearing 
your  reading  of  Document  29  and  other  papers, 
I  certainly  hope  the  matter  will  be  referred  to 
the  superintendent  of  bridges.  I  believe  that  is 
the  motion  now  before  the  house. 

The  Chairman— Do  I  understand  the  alder- 
man to  make  a  motion? 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  thought  a  motion  was 
pending — am  I  right,  Mr.  Chairman? 

The  Chairman— The  question  was  on  the 
passage  of  the  older  that  the  superintendent  of 
streets  be  requested,  etc.,  and  to  that  Aid.  Lee 
made  an  amendment  to  strike  out  the  word 
"streets"  and  insert  "bridges." 

Aid.  Bromwich— That  is  what  I  shall  vote  for. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order 
as  amended  was  passed. 

bridges. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an  order— That  the 
balance  of  the  appropriation  for  Albany-street 
bridge,  when  completed,  be  transferred  to  the 
appropriation  for  bridges,  to  be  expended  by  the 
superintendent  of  bridges  in  the  care  and  re- 
pair of  culverts  and  bridges. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  passed, 
yeas  10,  nays  0.  Aid.  Sullivan  moved  to  recon- 
sider; lost.    Sent  down. 

beacon  street  widening. 
The  following  was  called  up  by  Aid.  Carroll, 
viz. : 
15.  Alderman  Carroll  gives  notice  that  he  will 


move  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the 
Board  concurred  with  the  Common  Council  id 
the  order  in  relation  to  widening  Beacon  street 
at  the  corner  of  Tremont  street. 

The  vote  was  reconsidered,  and  the  order  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  motion 
of  Aid.  Carroll.  Aid.  Carroll  moved  to  recon- 
sider; lost. 

Aid.  Maguire  moved  that  the  Board  take  a 
recess  until  7.30  P.  M. ;  lost. 

BONFIRE  ON  JUNE  10. 

The  Chairman  offered  an  order— That  a  license 
be  hereby  granted  to  Cornelius  Callahan  and 
others  to  make  a  bonfire  on  the  evening  of  June 
16  next  upon  a  vacant  lot  of  land  bounded  by 
Bunker  Hill,  Quincy  and  Medford  streets, 
Charlestown. 

Order  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule 
and  license  granted. 

PAVING  OF  WINTHROP  STREET. 

The  Chairman  offered  an  order— That  the  su- 
perintendent of  streets  be  requested  to  pave 
Winthrop  street,  between  Main  and  Warren 
streets,  and  Henley  street,  between  Main,  Park 
and  Warren  streets,  with  small  granite  blocks, 
the  expense  attending  the  same  to  be  charged 
xo  the  appropriation  for  paving. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

SUPPLEMENTARY     APPROPRIATION      BILL— CON- 
TINUED. 

Aid.  Carroll  called  up  the  special  assign- 
ment, i.  e.,  the  supplementary  appropriation 
bill. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Capen  it  was  voted  that  it 
be  referred  to  committee  of  the  whole. ' 

Aid.  Carroll  moved  to  take  a  recess  subject 
to  the  call  of  the  chairman  before  going  into 
committee  of  the  whole. 

The  motion  was  carried,  and  the  Board  took  a 
recess  at  6.41  P.  M. 

The  Board  reassembled  at  8.05  P.  M..  and  on 
motion  of  Aid.  Lee  it  was  voted  to  go  into  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  and  the  members  proceeded 
to  the  chairman's  room,  on  motion  of  Aid. 
Capen,  at  8.07  P.  M. 

The  Board  reassembled  at  9.20  P.  M.,  and  Aid. 
Lee  submitted  the  following : 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  Board  of  Alder- 
men, to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations,  submitting  a 
supplementary  appropriation  bill  for  the  present 
year,  amounting  to  S425.000,  having  considered 
the  matter,  respectfully  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  order,  amended  as  follows : 

Ordered,  That  the  order  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations,  making  specific  ap- 
propriation to  the  amount  of  §425,000,  De  amend- 
ed as  follows: 

For  Fire  Department g38,00Q 

County  of  Suflolk 20.000 

Incidentals 10.000 

Paving  Department 100.000 

Commonwealth  avenue 125.000 

High  School,  Roxbury 50,000 

New  piers,  south  ferry.  East  Boston 15.000 

Grammar  Sehoolhouse,  South  Boston 15.000 

Mt.  Hope  Cemetery,  removal  of  gravel  or  pur- 
chase of  the  land 2,000 

Wharf,  Paving  Department 50.000 

S425.000 

The  report  was  accepted.  The  order  was  read 
a  second  time,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 
and  adopted ;  and  the  question  same  on  passage 
of  the  original  order  as  amended,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  item  of  incidentals.  Passed ;  yeas 
9,  nays  l.  Aid.  Donovan  voting  nay.  The  other 
orders  were  also  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule.  Aid.  Lee  moved  to  reconsider;  lost.  Sent 
down. 

chairman's  portrait. 

Aid.  Carroll  offered  an  order— That  the 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  be  request- 
ed to  give  a  sitting  for  a  portrait  to  be  placed  in 
the  chairman's  room,  the  expense  to  be  charged 
to  the  contingent  fund,  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Adjourned,  at  9.35  P.M.,  on  motion  of  Aid.  N. 
G.  Smith. 
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Special  Meeting  of  the  Common  Council. 


Wednesday,  June  15,  1S87. 
Special  meeting  of  the  Common  Council,  at 
6  P.M.,  President  Barry  in  the  chair.    The  meet- 
ing was  held  pursuant  to  the  following: 

City  of  Boston,         ) 
Executive  Department,  , 
City  Hall,  June  u,  1887.  ) 
Joseph  O'Kane,  Esq.,  Clerk  of  Common  Coun- 
cil. 

Sir,— You  are  hereby  requested  to  call  a  spe- 
cial meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Common 
Council  for  Wednesday,  June  15,  1887,  at  6 
o'clock  P.  M.,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the 
Appropriation  bill,  passed  by  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen June  13,  1887. 

Yours  truly, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 

The  President— The  clerk  will  read  the  re- 
port and  orders  in  regard  to  the  Supplementary 
Appropriation  bill,  which  are  to  come  before  us 
at  this  meeting. 

Mr.  Whttmore— I  would  suggest  that  it 
would  be  better  for  the  Council  to  take  up  the 
order  of  business  in  the  customary  manner. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  state  that 
there  is  no  calendar  before  the  Council,— simply 
the  Appropriation  bill.  The  Chair  has  ordered 
the  clerk  to  read  the  Appropriation  bill, 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  must  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  although  the  Chair  has  the  full  power 
to  arrange  papers,  there  is  a  certain  course 
which  our  proceedings  always  take.  The  first 
thing  in  the  order  of  business  is  to  call  for  mo- 
tions, orders,  and  resolutions.  The  Chair  has 
the  power  to  arrange  papers,  but  I  do  not  see 
how  the  regular  course  of  proceeding  can  be  dis- 
pensed with  except  by  vote  of  the  Council. 

The  President— That  would  apply  to  regular 
meetings,  but  this  being  a  special  meeting  held 
for  the  purpose  of  considering  this  bill,  the 
Chair  would  order  the  bill  read. 

Mr.  AYhtoiore— Then  I  appeal  from  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair,  with  great  regret,  because 
it  seems  to  me  we  had  better  proceed  according 
to  the  invariable  rules  of  the  city  government 
rather  than  to  try  to  save  time.  I  would  call 
the  attention  of  the  Chair  to  rule  17,  on  which  1 
base  my  objection:  "At  every  regular  meet- 
ing of  the  Council  the  order  of  business  shall 
be  as  follows."  Now  I  claim  that  any  meet- 
ing called  by  the  mayor  or  anybody  else  is 
a  regular  meeting,  as  there  can  be  no  such 
thing  as  an  irregular  meeting  of  the  Council. 
It  may  be  a  special  meeting,  sir,  but  it  is  also 
regular. 

Mr.  Whall— I  rise  to  second  the  appeal, 
simply  so  that  I  can  have  an  opportunity  to 
speak  in  regard  to  the  point  raised.  I  certainly 
do  not  believe  in  the  point  made,  and  I  think 
the  member  who  made  the  appeal  will  see  the 
falseness  of  his  position  if  he  just  jogs  his 
memory  and  recalls  the  proceedings  at  special 
meetings.  Suppose  His  Honor  the  Mayor  called 
a  special  meeting  tonight  to  take  action  with 
regard  to  the  death  of  some  distinguished  citi- 
zen. Does  the  gentleman  mean  that  it  would 
be  the  proper  thing  to  do  to  call  for  motions, 
orders  and  resolutions  from  the  first  division, 
second  division,  and  so  on.  I  think  the  position 
taken  by  the  Chair  is  one  which  will  be  borne 
out  by  past  experience.  This  is  not  a  regular 
meeting.  A  regular  meeting  means  a  usual 
meeting;  this  is  an  unusual  meeting,  and 
therefore  irregular,  because  it  is  unusual.  It 
is  regular  because  properly  called  by  the 
person  having  the  right  under  our  char- 
ter and  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth 
to  call  it:  but  as  regards  time,  it  is  irregular. 
What  is  the  meaning  of  the  word  "regular"?  It 
simply  means  "according  to  rule."  Now  our 
meeting  according  to  rule  comes  on  Thursday 
night,  or  according  to  our  adjournment  in  con- 
formity to  rule,  skipping,  for  instance,  this  com- 
ing Thursday  and  going  over  to  the  next  Thurs- 
day. An  irregular  meeting  is  a  meeting  called 
outside  of  the  rule.    This  is  an  irregular  meeting 


in  that  sense.  It  is  an  unusual  meeting.  I  think 
the  gentleman,  if  he  will  stop  for  a  moment  to 
consider,  and  take  the  case  of  a  meeting  called 
to  take  action  with  regard  to  the  death  of  some 
illustrious  citizen,  would  perceive  that  the  reg- 
ular order  of  business  should  be  dispensed  with. 
I  withdraw  niv  seconding  of  the  appeal. 

Mr.  Sanger— I  suppose  this  is  a  regular  or  ir- 
regular meeting.  I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
there  is  no  quorum  now  present. 

The  President— The  Chair  is  of  the  opinion 
that  there  is  a  quorum  present. 

BLv.  Whttmore— In  reply  to  the  point  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  7,  I  would  say  this : 
His  argument  is  simply  that  this  is  not  a  regular 
meeting  under  our  rules.  I  think  it  is  evident 
that  he  gives  to  the  word  "regular"  the  effect 
of  the  word  "stated."  He  implies  that  a  meet- 
ing not  held  according  to  a  regular  interval  is 
an  irregular  meeting.  That  is  what  I  wish  to 
deny.  If  the  rule  had  stated  "every  stated 
meeting"  or  "every  weekly  meeting"  of  the 
Council,  then  the  point  he  makes  would  un- 
doubtedly be  true.  But  I  claim  that  this  or  any 
other  meeting  of  the  Council  is  a  regular  meet- 
ing. He  asks  us  to  suppose  we  had  been  sum- 
moned to  take  notice  of  the  death  of  some  dis- 
tinguished citizen.  I  should  say  in  that  case 
most  decidedly  the  same  rules  would  apply,  if 
anybody  should  choose  at  that  time  to  be  so  dis- 
courteous as  to  raise  the  question,  and  the  best 
evidence  I  can  give  is  this,  that  in  1879,  on  the 
occasion  of  a  meeting  called  on  the  death  of  ex- 
Mayor  Smith,  a  member  of  the  Council  was 
so  discourteous  as  to  undertake  to  do  busi- 
ness after  that  other  matter  had  been  at- 
tended to,  and  although  he  was  promptly 
frowned  upon  and  gave  it  up,  it  was  not  un- 
til some  considerable  discussion  had  taken 
place,  and  no  one  for  a  moment  ventured  to  say 
that  he  hadn't  the  right  to  make  the  motion, 
although  it  was  considered  a  great  breach  of 
courtesy  for  him  to  do  so.  I  have  made  my  pro- 
test, wishing  to  see  this  Council  carry  out  its 
rules.  If  anybody  moves  to  suspend  the  rules  I 
will  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Dewey— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
under  Rule  32  of  the  Common  Council  Rules  no 
appeal  shall  be  entertained  unless  it  has  been 
seconded.  This  appeal  has  not  been  seconded, 
and,  therefore,  it  is  not  in  order  to  discuss  it  at 
this  time. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  once  more 
ask  the  clerk  to  read  the  communication  from 
the  mayor,  so  that  the  members  may  under- 
stand the  object  of  the  meeting. 

THE     SUPPLEMENTARY      APPROPRIATION     BILL. 

The  Council  proceeded  to  take  up  the  Supple- 
mentary Appropriation  bill  as  it  had  been  re- 
ported by  the  committee  of  the  whole  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  question  was  on  the  acceptance  of  the  re- 
port. It  was  voted  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whall  to 
concur  with  the  Board.  Mr.  Ladd  douoted  the 
vote  and  called  for  a  verification  by  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  do  that  because  I  believe  there  is 
no  necessity  for  passing  any  supplemental  ap- 
propriation bill.  I  think  it  very  bad  policy  on 
the  part  of  the  City  Council  not  to  have  the  tax- 
payers of  Boston  understand  that  there  is  a  time 
coming  when  they  may  feel  that  they  are  safe 
and  secure,  when  the  annual  Appropriation  bill 
is  passed,  to  meet  their  obligations  for  the  year, 
and  not  feel  that  a  supplemental  tax  bill  may- 
be sprung  upon  them  at  any  time  before  the 
actual  close  of  the  year.  It  is  true  that  the  Leg- 
islature has  passed  an  enabling  act  in  this  case, 
but  that  act  was  not  passed  until  after  the 
financial  year  had  commenced  and  the  tax  levy 
and  the  appropriation  had  been  made  for  the 
year.  It  was  intended  as  a  measure  for  the 
future  and  not  for  the  present  year,  and  I  do  not 
think  that  any  gentlemen  can  justify  them- 
selves to  the  taxpayers  of  Boston  in  coming  here 
in  this  extreme  haste  and  imdertaking  to  thrust 
through  a  supplemental  appropriation  bill  at 
this  late  hour.  I  believe  we  ought  to  consider 
the  taxpayers  in  this  matter,  and.therefore  I  ask 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  it  was 
voted  to  concur  with  the  Board ;  yeas  35,  nays  7. 

Yeas— Barry,  Carroll.  Chamberlain,  Coleman. 
Connelly,  Desmond,  Dewev,  Duggan,  Fisher. 
Foss,  Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost,  Haggerty.  Hayes, 
Keliher,  Latiten,  Leary,  Mahoney,  McEuaney. 
McNary,  J.   J.   Murphy.  W.   H.   Murphy,  Nor- 
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ton,  Nunan.  O'Mealey,  Perry.  Shaw,  Short,  J. 
H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Teevens,  Tracy,  Tut- 
tle,  W  hall— 35. 

Nays— P.  J.  Gallagher,  Kelley,  Ladd,  Light, 
Sanger.  E.  Sullivan.  Sundberg— 7. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Atwood,  Blume,  Bow- 
man, Burr,  Carstensen,  Clark,  Cochran,  Coyle, 
Davern.  Dolan.  Dunn,  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez, 
Harrington,  Kennedy,  Lattimore,  McKenna. 
F.  Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  Murphy,  Per- 
kins, C.  C.  Powers,  E.  J.  Powers.  Reilly.  Rich- 
ards, Snow,  Thaver,  Webster,  Whitmore,  Wil- 
son—30. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

The  orders  were  ordered  to  a  second  reading, 
and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whall  it  was  voted  to  sus- 
pend the  rule  that  the  orders  might  take  their 
second  reading  at  this  time  and  be  put  upon  their 
passage. 

The  clerk  commenced  to  read  the  orders  a 
second  time. 

Mr.  Ladd  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  a 
verification  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Whall— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  the 
doubt  comes  too  late,  the  clerk  having  com- 
menced the  second  reading  of  the  orders. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  call  the  attention  of  the  presi- 
dent to  the  fact  that  not  a  word  whatever  had 
been  uttered  by  the  clerk.  I  insist  upon  it  that 
some  regard  should  be  paid  to  what  takes  place 
in  the  Council,  with  regard  to  fact. 

Mr.  Whall— I  appeal  to  the  stenographer. 
The  gentleman's  ears  are  stuffed,  and  he  is  not 
responsible  for  the  misapprehension. 

The  President— The  clerk  started  out  and  had 
read  one  or  two  words,  and  the  Chair  distinctly 
heard  him.  Then  the  gentleman  got  the  floor 
doubted  the  vote,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays.  Mr.  Whall  from  Ward  7  raised  the  point 
of  order  that  the  motion  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  10  was  not  in  order,  and  the 
Chair  decides  that  it  is  not  in  order.  The  clerk 
will  proceed. 

The  clerk  read  the  orders  a  second  time,  and 
the  question  came  on  their  passage. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  trust  the  orders  will  not  be  passed 
in  their  present  shape,  at  any  rate.  I  shall  move 
before  I  sit  down  to  indefinitely  postpone  them. 
It  seems  to  me  that  we  should  have  some  regard 
for  the  situation  of  Boston.  I  do  not  wonder, 
and  no  one  need  wonder,  that  the  credit  of  the 
city  of  Boston  is  shaken  when  the  moment  that 
there  is  a  dollar  of  money  that  the  city  govern- 
ment has  the  power  to  appropriate  it  immedi- 
ately rushes  on  and  appropriates  it,  without  re- 
gard to  any  necessity  whatever.  We  are  sum- 
moned here  in  the  utmost  haste  when  we 
had  supposed  in  the  heat  of  summer  we  might 
have  a  little  rest  and  recreation,  by  a  mayor  who 
claims  that  he  is  working  in  the  interest  of  the 
taxpayers  of  Boston.  We  are  called  here  with 
all  the  haste  that  is  characteristic  of  an  itching 
palm  the  moment  that  there  is  a  dollar  of 
money  that  the  city  of  Boston  has  the  power  to 
appropriate.  Is  that  the  way  that  we  expect  to 
buildup  the  credit  of  the  city  of  Boston?  Is 
that  the  way  we  propose  to  live  within  the 
limit  of  taxation  and  borrowing  power?  Is  that 
the  way  to  make  an  honest,  fair  attempt 
to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Legislature?  I  say  it  is  not.  It  is  the  way  that 
the  spendthrift  takes.  The  moment  he  has  a 
dollar  he  rushes  around  until  he  has  spent  it. 
That  is  the  course  we  are  pursuing  if  we  make 
this  appropriation,  appropriating  the  last  dol- 
lar that  we  have  the  power  to  appropriate,  and 
if  we  expect  ever  to  build  up  the  credit  of  the 
city  of  Boston  it  is  our  duty  to  lay  aside  some- 
thing to  provide  for  contingencies  that  may 
arise  in  the  future.  Therefore  I  say  this  whole 
matter  should  be  indefinitely  postponed  and  the 
rights  and  feelings  of  the  taxpayers  should  be  re- 
spected. Let  it  be  understood  that  when  the  taxes 
are  once  levied  for  the  year  the  taxpayers  are 
then  to  be  free  from  any  further  taxation  and 
any  further  burdens.  Are  the  taxpayers  never 
to  know  what  their  burdens  are  to  be?  Why 
the  most  despotic  governments  on  the  face  of  the 
earth  never  undertook  to  go  on  in  this  way  with- 
out placing  soine  limit  to  their  extortions  and 
their  demands.  I  accuse  the  authorities  of  the 
city  of  Boston  ot  the  most  extravagant  profli- 
gacy in  undertaking  to  spend  the  last  dollar 
within  the  power  of  the  city  government  to 
spend,  and  I  say  they  will  hear  from  the  tax- 
payers of  Boston  if  they  do  not  provide  for  con- 


tingencies in  the  future.  Here  you  are  using  up 
every  dollar  of  money  when  a  report  has  come 
recently  from  the  engineers  of  our  city  in  which 
they  have  told  you  it  was  necessary  to  provide 
$50,000  for  pumping  engines  in  order  to  take  care 
of  the  sewerage  of  our  city.  There  we  have  the 
health  of  our  whole  city  dependant  upon  a  pos- 
sible contingency  arising  in  the  Sewer  Depart- 
ment, where  those  engines  will  be  absolutely 
necessary  to  protect  the  health  of  the  city,  and 
to  avail  ourselves  of  the  least  possible  benefit 
of  the  millions  that  have  been  spent  for  our  im- 
proved sewerage.  The  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
that  same  meeting  referred  that  com- 
munication to  a  committee,  perhaps  very 
properly,  but  in  the  same  breath  they  pro- 
vided for  the  appropriation  of  every  dollar  that 
it  is  within  the  power  of  this  city  government 
to  appropriate.  Now  I  say  that  that  is  crim- 
inal extravagance.  You  have  made  no  pro- 
vision for  Stony  brook,  and  here  you  are 
threatened  every  winter  with  a  flood  which 
destroys  thousands  and  thousands  of  dollars 
worth  of  property  and  renders  the  city  of 
Boston  liable  for  every  dollar  of  it.  You 
haven't  appropriated  anything  for  the  City  Hos- 
pital,land  there  are  now  buildings  which  are  no 
more  adequate  at  the  present  time  to  provide 
for  the  numerous  cases  that  arise  than  they 
were  years  ago,  when  the  patients  and  depart- 
ments were  much  less  numerous.  Now  we  have 
an  eve  department,  an  ear  department,  an  elec- 
trical department,  all  carried  on  in  those  small 
buildings,  and  for  years  the  City  Hospital  has 
been  clamoring  for  an  appropriation  to  provide 
additional  accommodation  in  those  very  build- 
ings. Still,  you  don't  put  a  dollar  into  this  appro- 
priation bill  for  that  purpose.  I  say  it  is  criminal 
extravagance  to  appropriate  this  money  for  the 
items  mentioned  in  tins  bill  and  not  take  care 
of  the  necessities  of  the  city  of  Boston.  K  you 
are  going  to  appropriate  this  money  at  all  ap- 
propriate it  for  engines  necessary  to  take 
away  the  filth  of  the  city,  for  hospitals 
to  provide  for  the  health  of  our  citizens, 
and  for  Stony  brook,  which  is  a  growing 
menace  to  the  city  of  Boston  at  the 
present  time.  Is  it  possible  that  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton has  sunk  so  low  that  it  cannot  provide  for 
its  necessities  but  must  goon  providing  for  ex- 
travagancies? Why  are  we  building  an  avenue 
out  into  the  suburbs?  Two-thirds  of  the  way 
has  already  been  completed,  the  land  for  the 
remainder  has  already  been  acquired,  and  it 
may  well  wait  before  it  is  completed  until  the 
pressing  needs  of  the  city  of  Boston  are  pro- 
vided for.  Not  a  single  house  is  built  upon 
two-thirds  of  the  new  portion  of  Commonwealth 
avenue  that  is  already  completed.  I  want  to 
see  a  few  houses  built  there  before  you  appro- 
priate $125,000  for  the  purpose  of  building 
the  balance  of  that  avenue.  J<iftv  years  ago 
real  estate  owners  laid  out  avenues  at  their  own 
expense,  and  Pcmberton  square  is  an  example 
of  the  policy  that  was  then  pursued  by  the  city 
of  Boston.  It  was  originally  built  by  the  abut- 
ters, and  was  for  40  years  kept  in  repair  by 
them.  Now  real  estate  speculators  come  in  and 
ask  the  city  of  Boston  to  appropriate  the  last 
dollar  of  money  there  is  in  the  treasury  for  the 
purpose  of  building  an  avenue  out  in  the  wil- 
derness. I  say  it  is  a  shame  and  a  disgrace.  Our 
forefathers  thought  that  one  of  their  first  duties 
was  to  take  care  of  the  sick,  the  imbecile  and 
the  helpless,  but  we  leave  them  to  suffer  and 
provide  extravagant  avenues  out  in  the  suburbs 
of  the  city.  I  say  let  such  a  policy  cease  and  let 
us  take  time  to  consider  this  Appropriation 
bill  before  we  rush  it  through  in  this  headlong 
manner.  Neither  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  the 
Democratic  party,  nor  anybody  else  can  justify 
this  Appropriation  bill  as  it  stands  at  the  present 
time.  It  is  an  outrage,  and  I  call  upon  every 
man  here  to  vote  against  it,  and  I  move  to  in- 
definitely postpone  the  whole  matter. 

Mr.  Leary— As  I  believe  the  gentleman  has 
given  the  best  reasons  why  we  should  pass  it,  I 
move  the  previous  question. 

The  main  question  was  declared  ordered.  Mr. 
Ladd  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  a  verifica- 
tion by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Whitmoke— i  suppose  on  the  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  there  is  a  little  time  for  debate.  I 
simply  desire  to  avail  of  it  to  suggest  to  the 
amiable  gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat 
that  I  feel  very  sorry  that  he  should  have  used 
so  much  energy  to  so  little  purpose.  Allowing 
that  everything  he  said  was  true,  what  a  lame 
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and  impotent  conclusion  it  is  to  which  he  would 
ask  this  Council  to  arrive.  Because  he  doesn't 
like  the  items  of  the  bill,  he  asks  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  whole  subject,  as  if  such  a 
remedy  was  something  not  known  to  any  mem- 
ber of  the  house  excepting  himself.  In  regard 
to  the  Appropriation  bill,  I  have  only  to  say  that 
I  have  never  seen  the  time  when  any  appropria- 
tion bill  suited  all  the  wishes  of  every  person  in 
the  assembly.  But  in  regard  lo  the  grave 
charge  he  makes  that  we  are  spending  all  the 
money,  I  wish  to  inform  him,  as  he  seems 
to  be  in  need  of  the  information,  that  if 
we  don't  pass. the  Appropriation  bill  before 
the  assessors  have  completed  their  work 
we  cannot  have  the  money  for  any  pur- 
pose this  year.  Consequently,  being  tied  down  as 
we  are  by  the  Legislature  it  is  our  duty  to  raise 
this  money.  We  are  right  in  raising  the  money 
for  the  very  reasons  he  has  given  that  there  are 
so  many  departments  of  the  city  which  require 
the  money.  Therefore  I  say  that  the  conclusion 
he  has  come  to  is  most  illogical  and  ridiculous. 
Whether  we  like  some  particular  item  or  not,  if 
we  don't  pass  some  Appropriation  bill  the  money 
will  not  be  raised  by  taxation  and  we  cannot 
spend  it  at  all ;  whereas  if  we  pass  it,  no  matter 
for  what  purposes,  it  is  in  our  hands.  I  would 
say  that  the  corporation  counsel  has  instructed 
us  that  we  cannot  raise  money  generally,  but 
have  got  to  state  the  purposes  for  which  we  in- 
tend it.  Therefore  it  is  necessary  to  pass  the 
bill  by  items.  But  after  it  has  been  passed,  it  is 
then  possible  to  transfer  any  sums  from  one 
appropriation  to  another,  and  to  consider,  if 
necessary,  the  very  things  he  has  mentioned. 
But  if  you  follow  the  advice  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  10,  you  will  not  have  the  money  to 
transfer.  If  you  pass  the  order,  whether  you 
like  it  or  not,  in  its  present  shape,  the  money 
will  be  in  the  treasury,  and  you  can  hereafter 
provide  for  any  emergency.  Therefore  I  say 
that  the  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  is,  in 
the  highest  degree,  ridiculous. 

The  main  question  was  ordered ;  yeas  49,  nays 
2: 

Yeas  —  Barry,  Carroll,  Chamberlain,  Coch- 
ran, Coleman,  Connolly,  Davern,  Desmond, 
Dewey,  JJolan,  Duggan,  Fisher,  Foss,  Fot- 
tler,  Fowler,  Frost,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Hagger- 
ty,  Hayes,  Keliher,  Kelley,  Kennedy,  Lat- 
timore,  Lauten,  Leary,  Light,  Mahoney,  Mc- 
Enaney,  McNary,  F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  J.  Murphy, 
W.  H.  Murphy,  Norton,  Nunan,  O'Mealey, 
Perry,  Reilly,  Shaw,  Short,  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H. 
Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevens, 
Tracy,  Tuttle,  Whall,  Whitmore,  Wilson— 49. 

Nays— Atwood,  Ladd— 2. 

Absent  or  not  voting.  —  Blume,  Bowman, 
Burr,  Carstensen,  Clark,  Coyle,  Dunn,  J.  Gal- 
lagher, Gomez,  Harrington,  McKenna,  J. 
Murnhy,  F.  Morison,  Perkins,  C.  C.  Powers,  E. 
J, «  Powers,  Richards,  Sanger,  Snow,  Thayer, 
Webster— 2i. 

The  orders  were  passed  in  concurrence,  as  they 
came  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  Mr.  Whall 
moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it  would  not 
prevail. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  ask  if  the  bill,  at  the  pres- 
ent stage,  is  capable  of  amendmet? 

The  President— It  is  not.  The  main  question 
lias  been  ordered. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  do  not  think  it  is  fair  to  cut  off 
amendments. 

Mr.  Whall— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order ;  the 
gentleman  is  not  speaking  to  the  motion.  I 
moved  to  reconsider. 

The  President— The  gentleman  has  not  pro- 
ceeded far  enough  for  the  Chair  to  ascertain. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  hope  the  reconsideration  will 
prevail,  because  it  it  does  I  shall  move  to  as- 
sign it  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council.  I 
do  not  think  it  is  fair  to  spring  this  question 
upon  us  at  this  time,  and  cut  off  all  opportunity 
to  substitute  some  of  the  items  I  have  indicated 
as  necessary  items  for  some  of  these  items  as 
they  come  to  us  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
It  certainly  is  supremely  ridiculous  to  under- 
take to  rush  through  a  thing  in  this  manner 
which  is  so  defective  as  this  whole  plan  cer- 
tainly is.  You  are  appropriating  for  items 
which  are  entirely  unnecessary,  and  leaving 
out  matters  which  are  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tance. The  argument  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  was  completely  a  reinforcement  of  my 
argument,  namely,  that  we  ought  not  to  appro- 
priate any  of  the  money :  but  if  the  purpose  is 
to  appropriate  it,  I  claim  that  we  should  appro- 


priate it  for  things  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
city  of  Boston,  and  not  for  those  items  which 
come  to  us  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  all  of 
which,  with  the  exception  of  $22,000,  I  claim 
are  absolutely  unnecessary.  The  item  of  $2000 
for  the  cemetery,  and  the  item  of  $20,000  for  the 
county  of  Suffolk,  are  proper  items,  but  they 
could  easily  be  provided  for  by  transfers. 

It  was  voted,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whall>  that 
debate  now  close.  The  motion  to  reconsider 
was  lost. 

Mr.  Whall— I  move  that  we  act  upon  the 
item  of  incidentals,  which  requires  a  two  thirds 
vote. 

The  motion  was  carried,  and  the  question 
came  on  the  passage  of  the  item  of  "Incidentals, 

$10,000." 

Mr.  Ladd— I  rise  for  information,— what  are 
we  voting  upon? 

The  President— Incidentals,  which  item,  un- 
der the  rule,  requires  a  two  thirds  vote  of  the 
members  present. 

Mr.  Wilson— May  I  ask  for  information,  in 
case  the  item  of  incidentals  does  not  happen  to 
pass,  how  does  that  affect  the  Appropriation 
bill? 

The  President— If  the  item  of  incidentals  is 
not  passed,  it  throws  that  item  out. 

Mr.  Wilson— Would  it  then  be  in  order  to  put 
it  back  by  some  other  amendment  and  apply  it 
to  some  other  purpose? 

The  President— The  Chair  is  of  the  opinion 
that  it  would  not.    The  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Before  the  vote  is  taken  I  beg 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the  fact 
that  if  the  item  of  incidentals  is  not  passed,  the 
city  will  simply  be  at  a  loss  to  provide  money  to 
pay  judgments,  for  which  purpose  money  is  now 
pledged.  I  understood  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  to  inquire  in  case  this  was  stricken  out 
if  anything  else  could  be  substituted.  I  under- 
stand that  the  fact  in  that  case  would  be  that 
we  would  be  voting  to  appropriate  $415,000,  and 
while  it  is  undoubtedly  true  that  anybody 
could  bring  in  a  separate  order  appropriating 
$10,000,  it  would  have  to  be  a  separate  bill  from 
this,  and  would  not  be  susceptible  to  amend- 
ment. It  would  be  a  separate  matter  entirely, 
no  matter  what  the  amount  would  be  and  would 
have  to  go  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  as  a  sepa- 
rate question  for  passage.  I  would  simply  say, 
being  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Appropri- 
ations, that  there  was  no  member  there  who  had 
the  slightest  doubt  that  this  appropriation  for  in- 
cidentals was  an  absolute  necessity.  We  have 
got  to  put  it  in,  or  we  will  have  to  take  the 
amount  out  of  some  other  appropriation  if  we 
do  not  put  it  in  now.  I  wish  it  were  more — I 
think  it  ought  to  be ;  but  at  all  events  there  are 
already  judgments  against  the  city,  and  we  will 
have  to  pay  the  money  sooner  or  later. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  this 
being  an  appropriation  all  the  items  require  a 
two-thirds  vote. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  not 
well  taken. 

The  item  for  incidentals  was  passed ;  yeas  51, 
nays  2: 

Yeas— Barry,  Carroll,  Chamberlain,  Cochran, 
Coleman,  Connolly,  Davern.  Desmond,  Dewey, 
Dolan,  Duggan,  Fisher,  Foss,  Fottler,  Fowler, 
Frost.  P.  J.  Gallagher,  haggerty,  Hayes,  Keliher, 
Kelley,  Kennedy,  Lattimore,  Lauten,  Leary, 
Light.  Mahoney,  McEnaney,  McNary,  F.  R 
Morrison,  J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Norton, 
Nunan,  O'Mealey,  Perkins,  Perry,  E.  J.  Powers, 
Reilly,  Shaw,  Short,  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan, 
R.  Sullivan.  Sundberg,  Teevens,  Tracy,  Tuttle, 
Whall,  Whitmore,  Wilson— 51. 

Nays— Atwood,  Ladd— 2. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Blume,  Bowman,  Burr, 
Carstensen,  Clark,  Coyle,  Dunn,  J.  Gallagher, 
Gomez,  Harrington,  McKenna,  F.  Morison,  J. 
Murphy,  C.  C.  Powers.  Richards,  Sanger,  Snow, 
Thayer,  Webster— 19. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  move  to  reconsider  that  vote  and 
assign  the  reconsideration  to  the  next  meeting. 
I  do  that  for  the  purpose  of  getting  an  oppor- 
tunity  to  further  consider  this  matter,  as  it 
seems  to  me  the  gentlemen  of  the  Council  are 
entirely  wrong  in  trying  to  rush  this  matter 
through  this  evening.  I  wish  to  say  that  if  the 
reconsideration  prevails.  I  shall  wish  an  oppor- 
tunity to  set  myself  right  in  regard  to  my  rea- 
sons for  opposing  this  Appropriation  bill.  I  was 
misrepresented  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12, 
and  I  shall  hope  for  an  opportunity  to  set  my- 
self right, — namely,  that  I  am  opposed  to  any 
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appropriation  of  this  money.  1  do  not  think 
there  will  be  any  pressing  need  of  this  money 
during  the  current  year,  and  I  think,  in  all  fair- 
ness to  the  taxpayers,  we  should  leave  this  to 
be  used  in  our  Appropriation  hill  for  another 
year. 

The  main  question  was  ordered,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Leary,  and  the  reconsideration  was  lost. 

THE  OFFICIAL   REPORT. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  call  up  the  special  assign- 
ment for  8  o'clock  this  evening,  being  the  recon- 
sideration of  the  vote  m  regard  to  the  printing 
of  the  proceedings,  and  I  would  state  to  the 
Council  that  I  have  a  report  here  from  the  Print- 
ing Committee,  and  it  is  one  of  the  matters  that 
the  Council  ought  to  know  about. 

The  clerk  read  the  order,  the  special  assign- 
ment from  the  last  meeting,  being  the  order 
giving  the  Committee  on  Printing  authority  to 
make  contracts  and  arrangements  for  reporting 
and  publishing  the  proceedings  of  the  City 
Council,  etc. 

The  question  was  on  the  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  rejecting  the  order. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  this 
meeting  was  called  for  a  special  purpose.  That 
purpose  has  been  accomplished,  and  I  claim  that 
no  further  business  is  in  order. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  suppose  it  is  hardly  neces- 
sary for  me  to  say  that  that  motion  is  out  of  or- 
der, because  it  has  been  so  often  decided  in  this 
Council.  I  am  not  surprised  that  the  gentleman 
should  raise  the  point.  The  mayor  having  called 
us  together,  when  we  have  once  met  we  are  in 
full  meeting  and  ready  to  do  any  business. 

The  President — The  Chair  would  rule  that 
point  of  order  raised  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  10  not  well  taken.  The  question  is  on  re- 
consideration. 

Mr.  Fowler— I  move  that  the  Council  do  now 
adjourn. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost.and  Mr.Fowler 
doubted  the  vote  and  called  for  a  verification  by 
yeas  and  nays.  The  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost ; 
yeas  14,  nays  36 : 

Yeas  — Atwood,  Bowman,  Fowler,  Frost,  Har- 
rington, Kelley.  Ladd,  Lattimore,  Light,  Per- 
kins, Shaw,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  Tuttle,  Wilson— 14. 

Nays— Barry,  Carroll,  Chamberlain,  Cochran, 
Coleman,  Davern,  Desmond,  Dolan,  Duggan, 
Fisher,  Foss,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Haggerty,  Hayes, 
Keliher,  Kennedy,  Lauten.  Leary,  Mahoney, 
McEnaney,  McNary,  F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  J.  Mur- 
phy, W.  H.  Murphv,  Norton,  Nunan,  Perry,  E. 
J.  Powers,  Reilly,  Short,  E.  Sullivan,  R.  Sulli- 
van, Teevens,  Tracy,  Whall,  Whitmore— 36. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Blume.  Burr,  Carsten- 
sen,  Clark,  Connolly,  Coyle,  Dewey,  Dunn, 
Fottler.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  McKenna,  F.  Mori- 
soii,  J.  Murphy,  O'Mealey,  C.  C.  Powers,  Rich- 
ards, Sanger,  Snow,  Sundberg,  Thayer,  Webster 
—22. 

The  President— The  question  is  upon  the 
reconsideration. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  to  know  what  we  are 
reconsidering.  I  don't  understand  the  ques- 
tion. 

The  President— The  question  is  upon  the 
reconsideration  of  the  rejection  of  the  order  at 
the  last  meeting. 

Mr.  Wilson— It  seems  to  me  it  may  not  be 
wise  to  reconsider  this  motion  without  having 
some  discussion  of  the  matter.  I  had  to  leave 
the  Council  Chamber  at  the  last  meeting'  before 
the  matter  was  finally  disposed  of,  but  I  left 
under  the  impression  that— 

Mr.  Carroll— May  I  ask  if  the  motion  is  sus- 
ceptible of  amendment? 

The  President — It  is  not. 

Mr.  Carroll— Will  it  be  on  its  passage? 

The  President— The  gentleman  will  have 
sufficient  time  to  debate  the  order  on  its  pass- 
age. 

The  reconsideration  prevailed. 

Mr.  Whitmore— We  have  now  reached  the 
stage  where  the  matter  can  be  explained  and 
fairly  discussed.  At  the  last  meeting,  at  the 
final  vote,  where  we  rejected  the  Iproposition 
which  we  are  now  considering — it  being  the 
order  which  came  into  the  majority  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Printing  —  there  was 
no  minority  report  submitted  here  —  it 
left  us  almost  at  the  end  of  the  year  without 
any  provision  being  made  for  continuing  the 
publication  of  the  proceedings.  One  reason 
why  objection  was  made  to  the  order  was  on 
account  of  an  evident  misunderstanding  of  the 


position  of  the  committee  in  regard  to  the  re- 
monstrance from  the  Printers'  Typographical 
Union.  The  Committee  on  Printing  have  today 
authorized  me  to  present  their  report  on  the 
subject,  it  having  been  accidentally  overlooked. 
With  this  report  the  committee  present  an 
order,  providing  that  the  contract  for  the  city 
printing,  including  the  publication  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  City  Council,  be  given  only  to 
such  parties  as  will  conform  to  the  scale  of 
prices  of  the  Boston  Typographical  Union.  We 
put  in  this  order  to  do  away  with  the  miscon- 
ception of  the  order  offered  the  other  evening. 
This  was  a  perfectly  proper  order  to  pass  before ; 
because  all  the  newspapers  and  prominent 
printers,  according  to  the  statements  made  by 
the  remonstrants,  had  already  agreed  to  the 
union  scale  of  prices;  consequently  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing  would  not  give  it  to  any  one 
else.  There  is  not  an  office  in  Boston  large 
enough  to  print  the  city  documents  but  what  is 
included  in  the  agreement  to  pay  the  union  scale 
of  prices.  But  still,  to  make  the  matter  perfectly 
clear  beyond  dispute,  the  committee  have  pre- 
sented this  report,  and  as  soon  as  I  can  get  a 
chance  I  propose  to  put  it  into  the  order  con- 
nected with  it.  Now,  sir,  the  matter  comes 
down  to  the  two  methods  of  publication  by  the 
city.  One  is  to  have  the  proceedings  printed  in 
the  Traveller,  which  is  the  only  paper  that  has 
made  a  proposition  to  us.  If  we  are  allowed  to 
treat  with  them,  1  am  satisfied  that  the  Travel- 
ler will  go  on  substantially  on  the  same  basis  as 
they  did  last  year.  They  will  charge  us  hardly 
anything  more,  which  is  very  fair  on  their  part, 
because  they  were  the  only  competitor  for  the 
business.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  we  deal 
fairly  with  the  Traveller,  which  has  been  fair 
with  us  in  this  matter,  the  point  still  remains 
that  it  will  be  cheaper  and  probably  better  for 
the  City  Council  if  they  adopt  the  suggestion  of 
the  committee  and  publish  the  proceedings 
as  a  city  document  in  the  manner  proposed  by 
the  committee.  I  have  looked  in  the  papers 
during  the  past  week  to  find  any  expression  of 
objection  on  the  part  of  any  person,  and  I  failed 
to  see  any.  I  have  seen  one  or  two  newspaper 
squibs,  evidently  written  without  consideration 
of  the  matter.  So  far  as  the  committee  can 
judge,  if  we  adopt  this  plan  of  printing  the  pro- 
ceedings as  a  public  document,  they  will 
be  better  printed,  they  will  be  printed 
regularly,  and  they  will  be  distributed  to  the 
public  in  a  better  manner  than  any  one  news- 
paper can  do;  and  the  cost  will  not  be  any 
greater  than  it  was  last  year— it  will  not  exceed 
the  appropriation.  These  advantages,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, seem  to  us  to  be  sufficient  for  us.  in  behalf 
of  the  committee,  to  ask  for  a  reconsideration, 
and  to  ask  that  the  Council  will  now  consider 
the  question  whether  the  plan  we  suggest  is  not 
the  better  one.  I  do  not  propose  to  anticipate 
any  objections;  therefore  I  shall  merely  reserve 
the  right  to  answer  any  questions  which  ■  are 
put  to  me.  But  I  will  say  again  that  the  ma- 
jority of  the  committee  believe  that  this  is  the 
cheapest  and  best  way,  and,  at  all  events,  it  is 
worth  giving  the  plan  a  trial  for  the  remainder 
of  the  year.  If  the  Council  differs  from  us,  all 
we  can  do  is  to  ask  for  other  powers  to  be  given 
to  us.  Now,  Mr.  President,  I  will  move  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule,  to  enable  me  at  this  time  to 
submit  this  report  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing  on  the  petition  of  the  Typographical 
Union.  The  report  is  entirely  germane  to  the 
subject;  and  as  it  is  only  ten  lines  in  length, 
and  the  order  only  three,  I  think  the  Council 
may  well  afford  to  suspend  the  rule. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  simply  rise  to  make  objections  to 
what  I  believe  is  a  very  unwise,  unparliament- 
ary proceeding.  I  believe  it  is  very  unwise  for 
a  legislative  body  to  be  influenced  by  considera- 
tions such  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  now 
offers  to  the  Council,  which  is  really  a  proposi- 
tion to  bind  the  men  who  make  the  contract  to 
pursue  a  certain  course,  and  not  to  enter  the 
market  and  let  the  contract  out  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage. Perhaps  in  this  instance  it  may  be  the 
best  thing  to  be  done,  but  I  object  upon  princi- 
ple to  any  restraint  being  placed  upon  anybody 
who  has  a  contract  to  do  work  for  the  city.  The 
city  should  have  the  advantage  of  an  open  mar- 
ket, so  as  to  let  its  contract  to  the  best  advan- 
tage. Now  it  may  be  as  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  says,  that  anybody  capable  of  taking 
this  contract  belongs  to  this  union,  and  if  so,  no 
practical  objection  will  result  in  this  instance. 
But  I  want  to  say,  now,  not  that  I  expect  to  pre- 
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vent  the  suspension  of  the  rule  and  the  passage 
of  this  measure— I  know  very  well  that  it  will 
go  through— but  I  want  to  put  myself  on  record 
as  opposed  to  any  such  scheme.  I  want  the  con- 
tractor to  be  entirely  free  and  untrammelled,  to 
he  governed  entirely  by  the  law  of  supply  and 
demand,  and  I  do  not  want  to  say  to  him,  you 
shall  not  let  that  contract  to  any  particular  in- 
dividual. That  is  what  the  order  says.  It  sim- 
ple says,  you  shall  be  debarred  from  letting  the 
contract  to  any  particular  individual.  I  claim 
that  that  is  nothing  but  boycotting— nothing 
else. 

Mr.  Fowler— Will  the  gentleman  yield  the 
floor?  I  understand  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  desires  to  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  Ladd— Do  I  understand  the  gentleman 
withdraws  his  motion? 

The  President— The  motion  to  suspend  the 
rule  is  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Whall- On  the  last  evening  when  the 
matter  was  under  discussion  I  occupied  a  posi- 
tion which  was  evidently  not  endorsed  by  a 
majority  of  this  assembly.  I  believed  then,  as 
I  believe  now,  that  the  printing  of  the  record  of 
our  proceedings  in  extenso  is  all  nonsense,  mi- 
called  for,  and  an  absolute  waste  of  the  city's 
money.  I  tried  to  formulate  my  conviction  in 
the  passage  of  an  order.  That  order  did  not 
commend  itself  to  the  best  judgment  of  the 
Council.  From  the  debate  that  then  took  place 
and  from  the  votes  passed,  there  was  the  plain 
conclusion  to  be  drawn  that  the  Council  desired 
to  have  its  proceedings  and  the  speeches  of  its 
members  published  in  full.  If  that  is  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Council,  then  I  am  not  so  obstinate 
as  to  endeavor  to  press  my  opinion,  while  it  is 
the  opinion  of  the  minority,  upon  the  best  judg- 
ment of  my  colleagues.  I  believe  now  that  this 
Council  is  going  to  vote  for  the  publication  of 
its  proceedings  in  full.  Then  there  comes 
to  my  mind  the  question:  How  shall  it 
be  done?  Shall  it  be  as  at  present,  in 
the  columns  of  the  Traveller,  or  shall 
we  try  the  experiment  that  has  been  so  success- 
fully tried  in  other  cities?  Everybody  knows 
the  fault  that  has  been  found  with  the  time  it 
takes  to  get  the  proceedings  into  the  Traveller, 
and  also  the  shape  and  manner  in  which  they 
appear  there.  I,  for  one,  will  hail  with  pleasure 
the  day  when  we  shall  be  rid  of  the  Traveller 
supplements.  I  shall  vote  from  daylight  until 
sundown  against  putting  (he  reports  of  our  pro- 
ceedings in  the  Traveller.  Then  the  only  logical 
position  I  can  hold,  and  still  pay  respect  to  the 
opinion  of  the  majority  of  this  branch  is  that 
since  they  want  the  proceedings  printed  in  full, 
and  since  there  are  only  two  ways  of  having  it 
done — one  of  which  I  would  not  vote  for — then, 
with  consistency  to  myself  and  from  respect  to 
my  fellow  members.  I  shall  vote  for  the  other. 
Therefore,  although  I  am  not  swinging  around 
the  circle  in  voting  for  the  passage  of  the  order, 
I  thought  an  explanation  of  my  vote  tonight 
was  called  for. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  trust  this  order  will  not  pass.  At 
the  last  meeting  the  gentleman  complained  that 
nobody  would  take  the  publication  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  City  Council— at  least  none  of 
the  journals  of  Boston  except  the  Traveller. 
Now,  I  was  not  much  surprised,  when  the  gen- 
tleman had  finished  his  speech,  to  learn  that 
no  paper  in  Boston  desired  to  take  the  publica- 
tion of  these  proceedings,  when  they  were  liable 
every  year  to  be  exposed  to  the  attack  which 
the  gentleman  made  upon  the  Traveller  at  the 
last  meeting,  which  attack  was,  in  my  judgment, 
entirely  unnecessary ;  audit  seems  to  me  that 
is  one  element  which  may  well  enter  into  the 
question  whether  or  not  the  leading  journals  of 
Boston  will  take  this  contract  when  thev  are  to 
be  exposed  every  year,  when  this  question  of 
the  contract  comes  up,  to  be  abused  as  to  their 
circulation,  manner  of  doing  business  and  every- 
thing. I  think  it  may  well  be  that  the  journals 
of  the  city  would  refuse  to  contract  for  this  pub- 
lication on  grounds  of  that  kind.  But  on  other 
grounds  it  seems  to  me  that  this  a  perfectly 
legitimate  and  proper  way  in  which  to  do  this 
business.  It  has  worked  very  well  in  the  past. 
Of  course,  there  are  minor  matters  in  which 
gentlemen  may  well  think  it  might  be  done  bet- 
ter. Perhaps  certain  members  have  experienced 
inconveniences;  1  myself  have  had  such  ex- 
periences. But  I  believe  that  those  inconveni- 
ences are  inseparable  from  any  system,  and  I 
believe  they  will  be  greatly  multiplied  by  the 
new  system  proposed  by  the  Committee  on 
Printing.    Under  the  new   system,  as  I  under- 


stand, there  will  be  only  one  publication,  and 
there  will  be  no  opportunity  for  a  member  to 
correct  the  report  of  his  remarks  after  they  are 
published.  Now,  we  have  an  opportunity  to  re- 
ceive the  Traveller,  and  if  our  remarks  are  mis- 
represented, and  if  what  we  actually  said  is  not 
given,  we  have  an  opportunity,  before  the  oni- 
cial  record  is  made  up,  of  placing  ourselves 
right.  All  opportunity  of  that  kind  will  be 
taKen  away,  because,  if  I  understand  the  scheme 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  there  will  be 
but  one  publication,  which,  when  once  set  up, 
will  be  final,  and  there  will  be  no  possible  op- 
portunity for  revision.  That  one  thing,  I 
think,  should  be  sufficient  to  defeat  the  scheme. 
But,  Mr.  President,  I  said  at  the  last  meeting, 
all  that  I  desired  to  say  on  this  general  subject. 

Mr.  Leary — I  wish  to  correct  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  10.  He  says  there  will  not  be  an 
opportunity  to  correct  the  remarks  made  by 
members.  I  cannot  understand  why  there  will 
not  be.  There  will  be  the  same  opportunity 
there  is  now.  A  member  would  have  until  the 
next  afternoon  to  correct  his  remarks.  As  I  be- 
lieve that  this  matter  has  been  fully  discussed, 
and  no  new  points  can  be  brought  out,  I  move 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Frost  — I  sympathize  in  many  respects 
with  some  of  the  arguments  that  have  been 
brought  forward.  But,  sir,  I  always  feel,  when 
we  have  been  safely  carried  over  a  bridge  for  a 
good  many  vears,  like  trusting  that  bridge  in 
the  future.  As  the  Traveller  has  done  so  well 
for  us,  and  as  I  see  no  reason  why  we  should  not 
continue  the  arrangement  with  them,  I  shall  be 
in  favor  of  continuing  on  the  same  plan  we 
have  now. 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

Mr,  Whitmore— I  move  a  suspension  of  the 
rule,  in  order  that  I  may  now  introduce  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Printing.  Having 
already  cited  its  terms,  I  think  I  ought  to  have 
an  opportunity  to  present  it,  that  the  Council 
may  have  a  chance  to  vote  upon  it. 

Mr.  Ladd— It  seems  to  me  that  a  member  of 
this  Council,  seeing  an  opportunity  to  doubt  a 
vote,  ought  to  have  that  privilege,  I  rose  as 
quickly  as  my  physical  powers  would  permit  me 
to  doubt  the  last  vote. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  gentleman  is  out  of  order.  The  Chair  de- 
clared the  vote,  and  new  business  has  come  in. 
In  regard  to  the  gentleman  rising,  I  would  say 
that  I  rose  at  6  o'clock  for  the  purpose  of  being 
here  ahead  of  him. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  trust  I  shall  be  accorded  the 
privilege  of  doubting  the  last  vote,  and  allowing 
the  Council  to  go  on  record.  I  appeal  to  the 
fairness  of  the  Chair  to  give  us  this  opportunity 
of  going  on  record  in  favor  of  continuing  the 
publication  of  the  proceedings  as  at  present.  At 
the  last  meeting  this  matter  was  voted  upon  in 
favor  of  continuing  the  present  system. 

Mr,  Whitmore— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  Chair  having  decided  the  matter,  it  is  right 
and  proper  for  us  to  proceed  to  business,  and  no 
regrets  of  the  gentleman  that  my  superior  nim- 
bleness  enabled  me  to  get  the  floor  before  him, 
ought  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Council.  I  ask 
the  Chair  to  put  the  question  on  the  motion  I 
made,  which  is  the  only  question  before  the 
house,  and  which  is  to  suspend  the  rule,  so  that 
I  may  present  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Printing. 

The  Prjesident— The  Chair  will  rule  the  point 
of  order  well  taken.  The  question  is  on  the 
suspension  of  the  rule.    Mr.  Ladd  of  Ward  10. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  to  know  what  the 
question  is  that  the  gentleman  asks  to  suspend 
the  rule  upon?  1  ask  the  clerk  to  read  for  in- 
formation the  matter  upon  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  asks  that  the  rule  be  sus- 
pended. 

The  clerk  read  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Printing,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred by  the  Common  Council,  the  petition  of 
Charles  G.  Wilkins  and  many  others,  members 
of  the  Boston  Typographical  Union,  praying 
that  the  contract  for  the  city  printing  be  given 
to  no  person  who  refuses  to  pay  the  recognized 
union  scale  of  prices  for  such  work,  respect- 
fully report  that  they  have  heard  the  petition- 
ers and  given  the  subject  due  consideration, 
and  recommend  the  passage  of  the  following 
order.  For   the   Committee, 

William  H.  AVhitmore. 

Ordered,  That  the  contract  for  city  printing, 
including  the  publication  of  the  proceedings  of 
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the  City  Council,  be  given  to  such  parties  only 
as  will  conform  to  the  scale  of  prices  fixed  by 
the  Boston  Typographical  Union. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  suspend- 
ing the  rule. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  trust  the  rule  will  not  be  sus- 
pended; and,  as  I  said  before,  I  object  to  the 
Sassage  of  any  such  order  as  that  by  the  City 
ouncil,  because  I  believe  that  every  contractor 
should  be  left  entirely  free  to  employ  whomso- 
ever he  can  to  do  the  work  to  the  best  advan- 
tage and  for  the  lowest  price,  all  things  consid- 
ered. This  order  overrides  that  principle  di- 
rectly and  absolutely.  It  may,  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  says-  work  no  harm  in  this 
instance;  but  it  is  the  principle  I  contend 
against,  that  it  absolutely  abrogates  the  free- 
dom of  contracts.  If  there  is  anything  in  which 
there  is  safety  for  the  people  who  pay  the  taxes, 
and  whose  money  is  being  expended— 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  gentleman  is  not  speaking  to  the  question, 
which  is  simply  on  suspending  the  rule  to  admit 
the  report.  After  the  report  is  admitted  the 
order  will  be  before  us,  and  that  will  be  the 
time  to  discuss  it.  The  question  is  now  on  sus- 
pending the  rule,  and  only  reasons  for  opposing 
that  should  be  given — not  whether  the  order  is 
a  goou  or  bad  one — after  all  that  has  been  said 
and  done  this  evening.  I  only  do  on  this  floor 
what  I  agreed  to  do,  and  that  is  to  submit  the 
report  of  the  committee.  I  think  the  gentleman 
should  confine  himself  to  that  question. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  10  to  confine  himself  to  the 
question. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  am  confining  myself  to  that  ques- 
tion. It  is  in  keeping  with  the  well-known 
wiliness  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  that  he 
wants  the  rule  suspended  so  that  he  may  intro- 
duce the  matter,  and  then  after  the  rule  is  sus- 
pended he  may  rush  it  through.  I  have  been 
here  nearly  two  years,  and  I  understand  what 
his  methods  are.  I  say  the  sooner  we  begin  to 
oppose  any  such  scheme  as  that  the  better. 

Mr.  Lattimore— I  raise  the  point  of  order 
that  there  does  not  appear  to  be  a  quorum  pres- 
ent. [Pause.]  I  contend  for  my  point  of  order. 
Mr.  President. 

The  President— If  the  gentleman  will  not  be 
uneasy,  the  Chair  will  try  to  ascertain,  by  count- 
ing the  members,  whether  a  quorum  is  present. 

Mr.  Lattimore— Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 
You  seemed  to  be  looking  into  the  anteroom 
and  not  in  the  Council  chamber. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  not 
well  taken.  The  Chair  decides  that  a  quorum 
ispresent. 

Mr.  McNary— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
this  not  being  a  regular  meeting,  a  suspension 
of  the  rule  is  not  required  at  this  time  in  order 
to  introduce  the  report  of  the  committee. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair.    I  think  it  requires— 

The  President— The  question  is  upon  accept- 
ing the  report. 

Mr.  Ladd— My  opposition  to  that  order  has  not 
ceased  since  the  tactics  changed.  I  am  still 
opposed  to  the  passage  of  the  order,  and  I  am 
opposed  to  it  because  it  strikes  at  the  founda- 
tion root  of  all  contracts,  and  you  might  as  well 
say  that  you  are  going  to  turn  over  the  money 
of  the  taxpayers  directly  to  all  the  thieves  and 
robbers  within  the  limits  of  the  city  of  Boston 
and  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  do  it  by  one 
single  vote.  The  moment  you  break  away  from 
the  principle  of  the  freedom  of  contracts,  that 
moment  you  say  that  you  will  open  the  door  to 
thieves  and  robbers,  and  shut  it  to  honest  men. 
Now,  if  you  want  to  pass  such  an  order  as  that, 
go  on  and  pass  it  under  the  lead  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12. 

Mr.  Whall— One  would  imagine,  from  the 
tone  which  the  gentleman  adopts  here  tonight, 
that  he  was  the  especial  champion  and  advo- 
cate of  the  taxpayers  of  Boston.  One  would 
imagine  that  nobody  but  himself  was  here  to 
see  that  the  rights  of  the  taxpayers  were  con- 
served, and  that  the  majority  of  the  members 
of  the  Council  were  nothing  but  thieves  and 
villains  and  cutthroats,  with  long  arms 
bared  to  the  sleeve,  ready  at  the  first  oppor- 
tunity to  dip  them  into  the  money  bags 
of  the  city  treasury  and  scatter  the  con- 
tents broadcast.  The  gentleman's  impudence 
is  equalled  only  by  his  ignorance.  I  am  glad  the 
time  has  come  when  we  will  say  to  those  who 


contract  for  the  city's  work,  if  you  stipulate  that 
the  city  of  Boston  shall  pay  you  the  fair  market 
price  for  your  work,  the  city  of  Boston,  which 
should  be  the  guardian  of  all  its  citizens,  will 
say  to  you  m  return,  those  that  labor  for  you 
must  in  their  turn  receive  fair  and  just  compensa- 
tion. The  citv  of  Boston  goes  upon  the  market 
and  gives  to  those  whose  service  it  secures  fair, 
honest,  generous  treatment;  it  gives  them  am- 
ple pay  for  the  work  which  they  perform. 
When  we  accord  to  our  contractors  such  gener- 
ous treatment  as  that,  then  we  as  friends  of  the 
people,  as  representatives  of  the  people,  have 
the  right  to  say  in  return  to  those  self-same  con- 
tractors, we  expect  from  you  towards  your  em- 
ployees the  same  generous  treatment  which 
you  attempt  to  exact  from  the  city  of  Boston ; 
and  if  the  city  of  Boston  pays  you  large,  gener- 
ous sums,  for  the  work  which  you  perform  for 
it,  we,  as  representatives  of  the  people,  have  a 
right  to  tell  those  contractors  that  we  expect 
them  to  pay  those  who  labor  for  them  a  lull, 
just,  adequate,  and,  if  you  will,  generous  pay- 
ment for  their  services. 

The  report  was  declared  accepted.  Mr.  Ladd 
doubted  the  vote,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  only  desire  to  say  this 
much,  that  when  a  measure  of  this  kind  has 
been  referred  to  a  committee  it  is  very  unfair  to 
refuse  to  receive  the  report  of  the  committee 
when  there  is  no  objection  to  it,  and  to  make  the 
fight  on  the  acceptance  of  the  report,  and  not  on 
the  order  connected  with  it.  It  is  a  wicked 
waste  of  time.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  10  is 
so  fond  of  talking  about  extravagance  in  every- 
thing ;  I  say  it  is  a  wicked  waste  of  time  to  make 
two  unnecessary,  fights  on  one  matter.  I  hope 
the  Council  will  accept  the  report  and  be  con- 
tent to  have  one  vote  taken  upon  the  merits  of 
the  order. 

Mr.  Fottler.— In  examining— 

Mr.  Whall— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
pending  the  verification  of  the  vote  no  debate  is 
in  order.  The  vote  was  doubted,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered,  the  verification  of  that  vote 
is  pending,  and  no  debate  is  in  order. 

Ihe  President— The  Chair  will  have  to  de- 
cide the  point  of  order  well  taken.  The  ques- 
tion is  upon  the  acceptance  of  the  report  of  the 
committee. 

Mi-.  Wilson— As  all  gentlemen  who  desired  to 
sneak  have  had  their  say  upon  this  matter,  I 
move  that  the  rule  be  suspended  in  order  that 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  10,  who  was  last  up, 
may  have  an  opportunity  to  be  heard. 

Mr.  Whall— I  raise  the  pointof  order  that  un- 
der parliamentary  law  the  Chair  cannot  enter- 
tain any  motion  at  the  present  time,  not  even  a 
motion  to  adjourn. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  I 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  and  under  the 
rule  five  minutes  are  allowed  for  debate. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  state  for 
the  information  of  the  gentleman  that  the  yeas 
and  nays  have  been  ordered,  and  the  Chair  has 
ordered  the  clerk  to  call  the  roll. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  was  under  the  impression  that 
the  yeas  and  nays  had  not  been  ordered. 

The  roll  was  called  upon  the  acceptance  of 
the  report  and  it  was  accepted;  yeas  33,  nays9: 

Yeas— Barry,  Carroll,  Chamberlain,  Cochran, 
Coleman,  Davern,  Desmond,  Dolan,  Duggan, 
Fisher,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Haggerty,  Hayes,  Kel- 
ley,  Kennedy.  Leary,  McEnaney,  McNary,  J.  J. 
Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Norton,  Perry,  E.  J. 
Powers,  Reilly,  Shaw,  Short,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R. 
Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevens,  Tracy,  Whall, 
Whitmore— 33. 

Nays— Atwood,  Dewey,  Fottler,  Frost,  Ladd, 
Lattimore,  F.  R.  Morrison,  E.  Sullivan,  Wilson 
—9. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Blume,  Bowman,  Burr, 
Carstensen,  Clark,  Connolly,  Coyle,  Dunn,  Foss, 
Fowler,  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Harrington,  Keli- 
herXautcn,  Light,  Mahoney,  McKenna,  F.  Mori- 


son,  J.  Murphy,  Nunan,  O'Mealey,  Perkins,  C. 
C.  Powers,  Richard 
Tuttle,  Webster— 30. 


C.  Powers,  Richards,    Sanger,    Snow,   Thayer, 


The  order  was  read,  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing, read  a  second  time  and  the  question  was  on 
its  passage. 

Mr.  Dewey— Mr.  President. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

The  President— Mr.  Dewey  of  Ward  21 

Mr.  Dewey— I  am  opposed  to  the  passage  of 
this  order — 
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Mr.  Ladd^I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

The  President— The  gentleman  will  state  his 
point  of  order. 

Mr.  Ladd— My  point  of  order  is  that  this  or- 
der, being:  for  an  expenditure  of  money,  cannot 
be  passed  at  this  time  without  a  suspension  of 
the  rule. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  not 
well  taken.  The  order  does  not  involve  the  ex- 
penditure of  money. 

Mr.  Dewey— I  presume  that  long  before  this 
time  the  members  of  the  Council  have  made  up 
their  minds  individually  how  they  will  vote 
upon  an  order  of  this  kind.  I  surely  have  made 
up  my  mind  and  I  wish  to  be  put  on  record  as 
voting  against  any  such  order.  I  consider  it  no 
part  of  our  duty  as  members  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil to  say  that  a  certain  organized  body  of  men, 
citizens  of  this  city,  shall  be  entitled  to  com- 
pete for  work,  and  that  certain  other  men,  citi- 
zens of  this  city,  who  are  not  organized,  shall 
have  no  right  to  compete  for  the  same  work.  I 
think  the  thing  is  wrong  in  principle  and  whol- 
ly ill-advised  in  practice.  The  order  may  be 
passed,  but  I  do  not  wish  to  appear  as  voiing  for 
the  passage  of  such  an  order.  For  that  reason  I 
move  that  when  the  vote  is  taken  it  be  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Leary— I  hope  that  no  gentleman  will  be 
influenced  by  the  remarks  of  the  last  speaker, 
because  the  Typographical  Union  does  not  ask 
excessive  prices.  Today  the  newspapers  pay  a 
great  de  il  higher  prices  than  the  Typographical 
Union  asks.  The  scale  of  prices  is  very  moder- 
ate, and  even  the  smallest  printer  in  Boston  can 
comply  with  it.  The  idea  that  has  been  given 
out  here  puts  the  matter  before  members  in  a 
false  light.  I  hope  the  order  will  pass  as  it  came 
from  the  committee. 

Mr.  Short— I  think  that  the  motion  was  that 
when  the  vote  is  taken  it  be  by  yeas  and  nays ; 
and  as  the  question  now  is  upon  the  passage  of 
the  order  I  wish  to  express  a  desire  that  the 
order  be  passed.  Perhaps  I  may  be  recognized 
as  one  of  the  sympathizers  with  thieves  and 
robbers,  so  kindly  alluded  to  by  my  estimable 
friend  from  AVard  10. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  the 

f;entleman  is  not  speaking  to  the  question  De- 
ore  the  house,  which  is  on  ordering  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  raise  the  point  of  order 
that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  has  not  been 
recognized  by  the  Chair. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken.  Mr.  Short'has  the  floor. 
_  Mr.  Short— As  one  of  those  sympathizers  I  de- 
sire to  state  the  reasons  why  I  desire  to  have  the 
order  passed  and  why  I  shall  vote  for  it.  It  is 
merely  asking  that  the  prices  paid  by  all  but 
one  of  the  daily  papers  of  the  city  shall  be  paid 
by  those  who  receive  the  contract  to  do  the  city 
printing.  As  I  understand  it,  it  is  now  the  stand- 
ard price  adopted  in  the  contract  for  the  city 
printing.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  10  has 
very  kindly  alluded  to  the  fact  that  he  has  been 
here  a  certain  length  of  time  and  is  quite  con- 
versant with  the  tactics  exercised  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12.  It  has  certainly  not  taken 
me  two  years  to  learn  the  tactics  as  exemplified 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10.  On  fre- 
quent occasions,  and  in  fact  upon  all  oc- 
casions when  matters  have  been  brought  up 
here  for  the  attention  of  this  body,  I  consider 
that  about  three-fourths  of  our  valuable  time  is 
unnecessarily  given  to  the  entertainment  of 
this  body  on  his  part  with  invectives  directed 
against  those  who  have  nothing  at  stake  other 
than  the  honesty  of  their  motives.  The  time 
has  come  when  individual  members  of  this 
Council  who  misrepresent  their  constituencies, 
will  be  relegated  into  private  life ;  and  when 
the  questions  relating  to  the  laboring  classes, 
the  prices  for  labor  and  the  adoption  of  union 
prices  are  fairly  considered,  we  will  have  less 
of  this  exemplification  of  doctrine  of  supply  and 
demand,  the  demand  for  which  is  very  limited 
and  the  supply  very  extensive.  I  would  sug- 
gest, in  my  humble  way,  to  the  gentleman  that 
in  considering  questions  coming  before  this 
Council  he  leave  personal  matters  and  personal 
denunciation  out  of  the  question  and  vote  upon 
the  merits  of  the  order. 

The  time  for  debate  having  expired,  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  order  was  passed  Tyeas  35,  nays  9 : 

Yeas— Barry.  Carroll,  Chamberlain.  Cochran, 
Coleman,   Connolly,  Davern,  Desmond,  Dolan, 


Duggan,  Fisher,  Foss,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez, 
Haggerty,  Hayes,  Kelley,  Leary.  Mahoney,  Mc- 
Enaney,  McNary,  J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy, 
Nunan,  Perry,  E.  J.  Powers,  Reilley,  Short,  J.H. 
Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevens, 
Traey,  Whall,  Whitmore— 35. 

Nays— Atwood,  Dewey,  Fottler,  Frost,  Ladd, 
Lattimore,  F.  R.  Morrison,  Shaw,  E.  Sullivan 
—9. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Blume,  Bowman,  Burr, 
Carstensen,  Clark,  Coyle,  Dunn,  Fowler,  J.  Gal- 
lagher, Harrington,  Keliher,  Kennedy,  Lauten, 
Light.  McKenna,  F.  Morison,  J.  Murphy,  Nor- 
ton, O'Mealey,  Perkins,  C.  C.  Powers,  Richards, 
Sanger,  Snow,  Thaver,  Tuttle,  Webster,  Wil- 
son—28. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 
Sent  up. 

Lunch. 

Mr.  Reilly  offered  an  order— That  the  mem- 
bers, officers  and  reporters  of  the  Common 
Council  be  requested  to  provide  themselves  with 
a  lunch  at  the  Parker  House  at  the  close  of  this 
meeting,  the  expense  attending  the  same,  not 
exceeding  ,$1  each,  to  be  charged  to  the  contin- 
gent fund  of  tne  Common  Council. 

The  order  was  passed ;  yeas  41,  nays  5: 

Yeas — Atwood,  Barry,  Carroll,  Chamberlain, 
Cochran,  Coleman,  Connolly,  Davern,  Desmond, 
Dewey,  Dolan,  Duggan,  Fisher,  Fottler,  P.  J. 
Gallagher,  Gomez,  Haggerty,  Harrington,  Kel- 
ley, Kennedy,  Leary,  Mahoney,  McEnaney,  Mc- 
Nary, J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphv,  Nunan, 
Perry.  E.  J.  Powers,  Reilly,  Shaw,  Short,  E.  Sul- 
livan, J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan.  Sundberg, 
Teevens,  Tracy,  Tuttle,  Whall,  Whitmore— 41. 

Nays— Bowman.  Ladd.  Lattimore,  Light,  F.  R. 
Morrison— 5. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Blume.  Burr,  Carsten- 
sen, Clark,  Coyle,  Dunn.  Foss,  Fowler,  Frost,  J. 
Gallagher,  Hayes,  Keliher,  Lauten.  McKenna, 
F.  Morison,  J.  Murphy.  Norton,  O'Mealey,  Per- 
kins, C.  C.  Powers,  Richards,  Sanger,  Snow, 
Thayer,  Webster,  Wilson— 26. 

Mr.  McNary  offered  the  following: 
An  Ordinance 
To  amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1885. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1885  is  hereby  amended  in  Section  1,  in  the 
clause  relating  to  the  salary  of  the  superinten- 
dent of  sewers,  by  striking  out  the  words  "three 
thousand  five  hundred,"  and  inserting  in  place 
thereof  the  words  "five  thousand." 

Sec.  2.  This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  on  its 
passage. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McNary,  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Sewers. 

Mr.  McNary  called  for  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness, viz. :  Ordinance  relating  to  the  salary  of 
board  of  Fire  Commissioners. 

Mr.  Ladd  moved  to  adjourn.  Declared  lost. 
Mr.  Ladd  doubted  the  vote,  and  on  his  motion 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.  The  roll  was 
called  on  the  question  of  adjournment  with  the 
following  result: 

Yeas— Atwood,  Chamberlain,  Dewev,  Ladd, 
Lattimore,  Light,  F.  R.  Morrison,  Richards, 
Shaw,  E.  Sullivan— 10. 

Nays— Barry,  Bowman.  Carroll.  Cochran,  Cole- 
man, Connolly,  Dolan,  Duggan,  P.  J.  Gallagher, 
Gomez,  Leary,  McNary,  J-  J.  Murphy,  W.  H. 
Murphy,  Nunan,  Reilly.  Short,  J.  H.  Sullivan, 
R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevens,  Whitmore— 22. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Blume,  Burr,  Carstensen, 
Clark,  Coyle,  Davern,  Desmond,  Dunn.  Fisher, 
Foss,  Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost,  .1.  Gallagher,  Hag- 
gerty, Harrington,  Hayes,  Keliher,  Kellev.  Ken- 
nedy, Lauten,  Mahoney,  McEnaney,  McKenna, 
F.  Morison.  J.  Murphy,  Norton.  O'Mealey,  Per- 
kins, Perry,  C.  C.  Powers,  E.J.  Powers,  .Sanger, 
Snow,  Thayer,  Tracy,  Tuttle,  AVebster,  Whall, 
Wilson— 40. 

The  President— Ten  members  have  voted  in 
the  affirmative  and  22  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  no 
quorum  is  present,  and  the  roll-call  shows  it. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  ascertain. 
[Pause.]  The  Chair  will  decide  that  there  is 
not  a  quorum  present,  and  the  Council  stands 
adjourned.  Before  the  Council  adjourns  the 
Chair  desires  to  make  the  statement  that  Mr. 
Fottler  has  resigned  from  the  Fourth  of  July 
Committee,  and  the  Chair  will  appoint  Mr.  Ed- 
ward Sullivan  in  his  place. 

Adjourned  at  7.51. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON, 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Monday,  June  20,  1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
4  P.M.,  Aid.  Donovan,  chairman,  presiding. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan  the  reading  of  the 
record  was  dispensed  with. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  as  follows : 

Pour  grand,  0  petit,  for  the  July  term  of  the 
United  States  District  Court. 

Twenty-two  grand  and  40  traverse  for  the  July 
term  of  the  Superior  Criminal  Court, 

HEARINGS  ON  ORDERS  OK  NOTICE. 

1.  On  petition  of  W.  W.  Stall,  for  license  to 
erect  and  use  a  stationary  steam  engine  of  3 
horse-power  at  Odd  Fellows'  Hall  building,  Tre- 
mont  street. 

2.  On  petition  of  J.  Hendrie  &  Bro.,  for  license 
to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  steam  engine  of 
4  horse-power  at  Blue-Hill  avenue  and  Glen 
road. 

3.  On  petition  of  John  Becker,  for  license  to 
erect  and  use  a  stationary  steam  engine  of  10 
horse-power  at  50  Hartford  street. 

No  objections.  Severally  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Steam  Engines. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENTS. 

Henry  J.  Murray  to  be  a  field  driver  and 
pound  keeper  at  East  Boston,  in  place  of  James 
V.  Chase,  resigned.    Laid  over. 

THE    SUPPLEMENTAL   APPROPRIATION    BILL  —  A 
VETO. 

The  following  (City  Doc.  107)  was  received : 
City  of  Boston,         ) 
•  Executive  Department,  > 
June  1G,  1887.  ) 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,— I  return  herewith  the  appropria- 
tion bill  passed  by  the  Common  Council  on  June 
15, 1887.  I  approve  the  following  items  therein, 
viz.: 

For  Fire  Department #38,000 

County  of  Suffolk 20,000 

Incidentals 10,000 

Paving  Department 100,000 

Commonwealth  avenue 125,000 

Xew  piers,  South  Ferry,  East  Bos- 
ton    15 ,000 

Mt.   Hope   Cemetery,   removal     of 

gravel,  etc 2,000 

Wharf,  Paving  Department 50.000 

#300,000 

And  disapprove  of  the  items  : 

For  High  schoolhouse,  Roxhury #50,000 

(irammar  schoolhouse,  South  Bos- 
ton     15 ,000 

I  should  have  approved  the  items  of  .$58,000  for 
the  Roxbury  High  School,  and  $15,000  for  the 
South  Boston  Grammar  School  without  hesita- 
tion; but  I  am  satisfied  that  the  amount  appro- 
priated will  not  be  sufficient  to  complete  the 
buildings,  and,  in  consequence,  will  be  no  bene- 
fit whatever  in  advancing  the  work.  It  is  merely 
voting  money  to  remain  idle  in  the  treasury,  for 
at  least  a  year,  that  could  be  placed  to  better 
advantage  in  other  departments.  In  fact,  ap- 
propriations made,  that  are  not  sufficient  to 
complete  the  work,  tend  to  cause  delay  and 
embarrassment,  because  contracts  cannot  be 
made  or  the  work  commenced. 

We  have  altogether  too  many  unexpended 
balances  in  our  treasury  drawing  very  little  in- 
terest. The  balance  of  the  appropriation  for  the 
Public  Library,  amounting  to  $368,854.89,  after 
deducting  the  expense  of  the  foundation,  is  a 
notable  instance.  No  one  believes  that  the  new 
Public  Library  can  be  built  for  that  sum.  In 
fact,  the  plans  have  not  yet  been  completed,  are 
not  likely  to  be  finished  for  some  time;  and, 
when  these  plans  are  completed,  it  will  be  found 
that  they  will  require  a  much  larger  sum  of 
money. 

The  balance  of  the  appropriation  now  on  hand 
will  not  pay  for  the  erection  of  such  a  building 
as  the  public  generally  demand.    Neither  will 


the  amount  appropriated  for  the  Roxbury  High 
School  or  the  South  Boston  Grammar  School  be 
sufficient  to  put  up  such  buildings  as  necessity 
demands.  I  know  that  remarks  are  sometimes 
made  that  our  schoolhouses  are  too  expensive  ; 
but,  when  these  remarks  are  made,  it  is  not  con- 
sidered that  a  large  grammar  schoolhouse  is 
built  to  accommodate  some  600  children,  with  a 
large  force  of  teachers,  and  the  health  and  well- 
being  of  our  children  demand  the  best  school- 
houses  that  can  be  built,  with  all  the  modern 
improvements,  particularly  as  regards  light,  air, 
and  ventilation.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any 
economy  in  building  cheap  schoolhouses.  In 
fact,  it  would,  perhaps,  be  good  policy  if  some  of 
our  schoolhouses  were  condemned  as  unfit 
buildings  in  which  to  crowd  large  numbers  of 
young  children. 

Some  two  years  ago  an  appropriation  of  $10,000 
was  made  for  outpatients,  City  Hospital.  This 
sum  was  altogether  inadequate.  Subsequently 
an  addition  of  $9000  was  made ;  but  .$19,000  will 
not  erect  such  a  building  as  is  wanted.  This  is 
another  notable  instance  of  the  absurdity  of 
making  an  appropriation  altogether  too  small 
for  the  purposes  required.  If  a  building  had 
been  erected  costing  $10,000,  the  amount  first 
voted  for  the  object,  it  would  have  been  a  dis- 
grace to  the  city,  unworthy  of  the  great  charity 
for  which  it  was  intended.  It  would  have  been 
very  little  improvement  if  one  costing  $19,000 
was  erected.  It  will  require  an  additional  ap- 
priation  of  $16,000  before  a  dollar  of  the  $19,000 
already  appropriated  can  be  touched.  Of  what 
practical  benefit  is  it  to  appropriate  money  in 
this  way?  The  Outpatients'  Department  of 
the  City  Hospital  is  the  most  deserving  charity 
under  the  control  of  the  city.  The  poor  and  the 
unfortunate  in  this  department  have  the  best 
medical  and  surgical  attendance  at  a  time  when 
most  needed.  Why  should  tins  work  be  longer 
delayed  by  the  appropriation,  from  year  to  year, 
of  insufficient  instalments':' 

The  trustees  of  the  City  Hospital,  and  the 
medical  and  surgical  staff  have  tried  to  impress 
this  fact  on  the  city  government  for  some  years, 
and  it  looks  like  trifling,  with  this  important 
work  to  make  appropriations  that  are  not  suffi- 
cient. The  sum  of  $16,000  should  be  provided 
for  without  hesitation,  so  that  the  work  can  be 
commenced  and  completed  at  an  early  day.  It 
is  unjust  to  the  distinguished  physicians  and 
surgeons,  who  give  their  time  gratuitously  to 
the  city,  to  fail  to  provide  for  them  comfortable 
quarters  to  carry  on  their  work.  It  is  unjust  to 
our  poor  fellow-citizens  to  crowd  them  in  such  a 
small  space,  where  it  is  difficult  even  to  make 
proper  examinations.  The  small  10-foot  build- 
ing standing  in  front  of  City  Hospital,  near  the 
entrance,  may  have  answered  all  the  purposes 
for  outpatients  when  the  hospital  was  first 
built ;  but  it  is  now  wholly  inadequate  for  the 
proper  examination  of  thousands  of  our  people 
afflicted  with  all  kinds  of  diseases,  who  look  to 
that  department  for  help.  Even  the  convicts  at 
Deer  Island  have  far  superior  hospital  accom- 
modations than  our  poor  and  deserving  citizens, 
who  are  forced  by  circumstances  to  apply  at  the 
outpatients'  department  for  medical  advice. 

There  have  been  appropriated  for  schools  and 
hospitals  the  following  sums: 

Horace  Mann  School #55,000 

(irammar  Schoolhouse.  South  Boston  90,000 

Roxhury  High  Schoolhouse !)o,( K)( ) 

Building  for  outpatients,   City  Hospital 19,000 

Total #254,000 

There  has  heen  expended  for  land  for 
the  South  Boston  (Irammar  School. .  .#30,000 

For  land  for  Roxbury  High  School 45,000 

75,000 

Leaving  unexpended,  lying  idle  in  our  treasury,  #179.000 
This  money  is  not  likely  to  be  used  for  the 
purpose  of  any  of  these  improvements  unless 
the  City  Council  makes  additional  appropria- 
tions. The  plans  and  specifications  for  the 
Horace  Mann  School  were  completed,  and  ad- 
vertised for  contracts  some  weeks  ago;  but  the 
bids  exceeded  the  amount  appropriated  several 
thousand  dollars,  and  the  work  had  to  be 
stopped.  The -$50,000  just  appropriated  for  the 
Roxbury  High  School  is  not  sufficient  to  go  on 
with  that  work,  as,  after  a  careful  estimate  by 
the  architect,  a  suitable  building  could  not  be 
erected  for  less  than  $100,000,  and  this  would  re- 
quire an  appropriation  of  $5.">.000  instead  of  .$50,- 
000.  The  South  Boston  (irammar  School  will 
cost  $100,000  to  complete  it,  and  your  appropria- 
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tion  of  $15,000  for  that  purpose  would  not  ad- 
vance the  work  in  the  least,  as  no  contracts 
could  he  made  without  $25,000  additional  appro- 
priation. The  appropriation  for  outpatients, 
City  Hospital,  of  $19,000,  is  idle  in  our  treasury, 
and  cannot  be  used  until  an  additional  appro- 
priation of  $16,000  is  made.  If  I  had  approved 
the  items  of  $50,000  and  $15,000  in  the  order  of 
the  City  Council,  it  would  tie  up  additional 
money  in  our  treasury,  that  could  not  be  used, 
as  follows : 

Already  appropriated  after  paying  for  land £179 ,000 

Appropriated  in  recent  order 65.000 

§244,000 

Or.  in  other  words,  $244,000  would  remain  idle 

in  our  treasury  and  could  not  be  used,  as  no  one 

of  the  buildings  could  he  erected  and  completed 

for  the  amount  appropriated. 

After  a  careful  examination  of  this  matter 
with  the  architect,  I  asked  him  how  much  of 
this  money  could  actually  be  expended  this 
year  if  he  commenced  and  carried  on  the  work 
with  the  greatest  possible  activity;  and,  after 
a  careful  estimate,  he  arrived  at  the  following 
result : 

For  the  Horace  Mann  School #20,000 

Roxbury  High  School 15 .000 

Grammar  sehoolhouse,  South  Boston 12.000 

Outpatients,  City  Hospital 15,000 

,$62,000 

It  will  be  seen  that  $62,000  is  all  that  it  is  pos- 
sible to  expend  this  year,  under  any  circum- 
stances, if  the  whole  amount  to  complete  these 
works  was  appropriated. 

Now,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the 
$50,000  appropriated  for  the  Roxhury  High  School 
and  $15,000  appropriated  for  the  South  Boston 
Grammar  School  be  given  to  the  Sewer  Depart- 
ment, whose  wants,  it  appears  to  me,  have  been 
overlooked,  and  then  pass  an  order  giving  the 

Hirace  Mann  School #15,000 

Roxbury  High  School 55,000 

Grammar  school,  South  Boston 40,000 

Outpatients,  City  Hospital 16,000 

,$126,000 
to  be  paid  out  of  next  year's  appropriation. 
None  of  this  money  will  be  wanted  or  can  be 
used  until  1888,  and  some  of  it  not  until  1889,  as 
it  will  take  from  a  year  and  a  half  to  two  years 
to  complete  these  buildings.  It  must,  however, 
be  provided  for  now  in  order  to  make  the  proper 
plans  and  contracts.  It  is  a  matter  that  legiti- 
mately belongs  to  next  year's  expenditures  and 
must  be  provided  for;  but  unless  done  now  the 
work  cannot  be  commenced.  By  doing  this  the 
architect  will  be  able  to  complete  his  plans, 
make  all  necessary  contracts,  and  go  on  with 
the  work  without  interruption. 

I  see  no  other  way  of  commencing  these  build- 
ings unless  this  is  done,  as  no  appropriation  the 
City  Council  has  made  is  sufficient  to  complete 
them.  It  will  also  greatly  relieve  the  wants  of 
the  Sewer  Department  to  obtain  the  $65,000  ad- 
ditional if  this  plan  is  adopted. 

If  it  is  not  done  the  -SlTO.ooo,  already  appro- 
priated, will  remain  idle  in  the  treasury,  and 
cannot  be  used  under  the  present  condition  of 
things,  as  no  work  can  be  commenced  until  the 
entire  expense  is  provided  for. 

I  transmit   herewith  a  correspondence  with 
the  city  architect  on  this  matter. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 
[copy.] 
City  of  Boston, 
Executive  Department, 
June  15, 1887. 
A.  H.  Vinal,  City  Architect. 

Dear  Sir, — There  is  now  appropriated : 

For  the  Horace  M aim  Sehoolhouse #55,000 

For  the  Roxhury  High  School  (of  which  about 

,945,000  has  been  expt  nded  for  land,  leaving 

#45,000,  for  building) 90,000 

There  has  been  appropriated  for  the  Grammar 

Sehoolhouse,  South  Boston  (expended  for  land 

#30.000,  leaving  #60,000  for  building) 90,000 

Making  a  total  now  appropriated  for  these  three 

schoolhonses  of #235,000 

There  has  also  been  appropriated  for  the  Outpa- 

patients'  building,  City  Hospital 19,000 

How  much  of  these  appropriations,  if  the  work 
is  commenced  and  carried  on  actively,  can  bo 
expended  this  year? 

Yours  truly, 

Hugh  O'Brien, 
Mayor. 


Architect's  Department,  I 
City  Hall,  June  15, 1887.     ) 
Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  your  inquiry  as  to  how 
much  of  the  appropriation  made  for  certain  pub- 
lic buildings  would  probably  be  expended  this 
year,  if  the  work  on  them  is  now  commenced 
and  actively  carried  on,  I  would  respectfully 
state : 

First.  The  plans  for  the  Horace  Maim  school - 
house  have  been  completed,  and  the  estimates 
for  building  exceed  the  appropriation  now 
made  by  $15,000.  If  the  work  was  authorized 
to  be  let  at  once,  $20,000  would  cover  the  pay- 
ments to  be  made  this  year. 

Second.  The  appropriation  for  the  Roxhury 
High  School  being  reduced,  after  paying  for  the 
land,  to  about  $45,000,  will  necessitate  a  further 
sum  of  $55,000  for  the  completion  of  the  building. 
It  will  take  two  months  to  make  the  plans ;  and, 
if  the  contracts  are  let  immediately  afterward, 
$15,000  is  all  that  can  be  expended  this  year. 

Third.  Grammar  sehoolhouse,  South  Boston. 
Only  $60,009  remaining  after  payment  is  made 
for  the  site,  an  additional  appropriation  of  $40,- 

000  will  be  necessary  for  the  building. 

Two  months  will  also  be  required  for  making 
the  plans  for  this  building,  and,  if  started  im- 
mediately afterward,  $12,000  will  be  all  that  can 
be  expended  this  year. 

Fourth.  Plans  are  now  being  made  for  the 
building  for  Out-patients,  City  Hospital,  and 
the  cost  of  construction  will  exceed  the  $19,000 
now  appropriated  by  about  $16,000.  If  work  was 
started  on  completion  of  the  plans  $15,000  is  all 
that  would  be  required  for  payments  this  year. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Arthur  H.  Vinal, 

City  Architect. 

The  Chairman  commenced  reading  the  com- 
munication, but  before  finishing,  further  read- 
ing was  dispensed  with,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Lee. 

It  was  voted,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Lee,  that  the 
action  previousl  y  taken  by  the  Board  as  regards 
the  items  "High  Sehoolhouse,  Roxbnry,  $50,000," 
and  "Grammar  Sehoolhouse,  South  Boston,  $15,- 
000,"  be  reconsidered. 

The  Chairman— The  question  is  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  items,  the  veto  of  the  mayor  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  haven't  read  this  message 
entirely.    This  is  the  first  I  have  seen  of  it,  but 

1  have  heard  the  objections  from  his  honor,  and 
I  suppose  they  agree  with  those  in  the  message. 
If  they  are  true,  the  statements  made  to  me  try 
the  architect  are  in  part  erroneous.  The  archi- 
tect stated  to  me,  two  or  three  weeks  ago,  he- 
fore  this  appropriation  was  made,  that  with 
this  $50,000  he  would  have  ample  means  to  build 
that  sehoolhouse.  He  would  have  about  $95,000, 
and  would  be  able  to  build  the  building  if  grant- 
ed that  amount  of  money.  Now,  in  winding 
up  this  message,  I  notice  that  his  honor 
says  that  this  money  for  the  schoolhouses 
can  be  raised  in  another  way,— that  it  can 
be  raised  this  year  and  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  next  year.  That,  I  am  told  by  parties 
familiar  with  municipal  law,  cannot  be  done. 
No  moneys  have  ever  been  appropriated  for  one 
year  and  charged  to  another  year's  appropria- 
tion. But  in  some  instances  loans  .have  been 
made  and  charged  to  the  next  year.  But  under 
the  new  charter  that  could  not  be  done  this 
year.  Therefore  the  only  thing  for  us  to  do,  if 
we  desire  this  appropriation,  is  to  pass  it  not- 
withstanding the  veto.  I  hope  members  of  the 
Board  will  consider  that  the  architect  who  is 
the  head  of  the  department  in  charge  of  the 
building  of  this  building,  told  me  two  weeks  ago 
that  this  $50,000  was  enough  and  all  he  needed 
for  the  completion  of  the  building,  and  there- 
fore the  statements  to  the  contrary  are  not  ex- 
actly correct. 

Aid.  Bromwich— It  seems  by  the  veto  of  the 
mayor  that  if  the  $15,000  is  added  to  the  $60,000 
that  is  already  left  of  the  $90,000,  it  would  leave 
$75,000  to  build  a  12-room  schoolbouse,  above 
the  land.  Well,  it  has  been  thought  until  latter 
years  that  $60,000  or  $65,000  was  plenty  to  build  a 
12-room  grammar  sehoolhouse.  Now  by  giv- 
ing this  $15,000  it  makes  $75,000  that 
we  have,  in  hand.  I  don't  know  any- 
thing about  the  building,  but  I  think 
I  can  say  that  there  are  but  very  few  builders 
in  Boston  but  what  would  be  glad  to  build  that 
sehoolhouse,  and  build  as  good  a  one  as  we  have 
in  the  city  of  Boston  of  the  kind— witli  12  rooms 
—for  $70,000.    If  $105,000  isn't  enough  to  build  a 
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12-room  grammar  schoolhouse,  how  are  we  pos- 
sibly to  get  buildings  for  our  children  to  be  edu- 
cated in?  Isn't  it  time  we  made  some  reduc- 
tion in  the  expense  of  building  primary  and 
grammar  schoolhouses?  I  consider,  really,  that 
His  Honor  the  Mayor  has  made  a  mistake  in 
thinking  that  we  cannot  have  that  schoolhouse 
built  for  $75,000  above  the  land.  No  matter 
what  the  architect's  estimate  is,  I  say  here  that 
that  is  enough  for  any  schoolhouse  of  that 
kind.  Therefore.  I  hope  the  members  of  the 
Board  will  pass  this  over  his  honor's  veto, 
for  I  think  $75,000  is  as  much  as  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton can  afford  to  pay  at  the  present  time  for  a 
12-room  grammar  schoolhouse.  In  regard  to  the 
high  schoolhouse  at  Roxbury,  it  leaves  §95,000 
above  the  land.  Well,  the  alderman  from  that 
district  knows  whether  or  not  it  can  be  built 
satisfactorily  to  the  people  there  for  that  sum. 
I  can  only  say  that  if  we  get  a  §75,000  school- 
house  for  South  Boston  we  are  satisfied. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  agree  with  His  Honor  the 
Mayor  that  we  should  have  good,  expensive  and 
wholesome  schoolhouses.  But  I  do  not  think  it 
is  a  proper  thing  for  His  Honor  the  Mayor  to 
come  in  and  chastise  the  Board  of  Aldermen  or 
the  City  Council  for  making  appropriations  and 
state  certain  things  which  are  not  facts.  You 
will  find,  Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen  of  the 
Board,  reference  made  on  page  6  to  the  out- 
patients, City  Hospital,  where  he  speaks  of  the 
various  sums  of  money  asked  for  by  the  hospi- 
tal people  and  the  amounts  granted.  You,  Mr. 
Chairman,  as  well  as  other  members  of  the  Fi- 
nance Committee,  know  that  the  people  to  chas- 
tise are  the  trustees  of  the  City  Hospital,  who 
have  come  in  and  asked  for  money.  We.  have 
made  appropriations  they  have  asked  for,  and 
as  soon  as  they  got  the  money  they  want  it 
changed  from  the  purposes  for  which  it  was 
originally  intended.  We  are  practically  in  this 
position  today.that  the  mayor  tells  us  they  cannot 
build  the  building  they  want  for  less  than  $35,000. 
The  mayor  himself  has  said,  in  figuring  over 
the  money  asked  for  by  the  City  Hospital  folks: 
"There is  $19,000  available  for  this  enlargement, 
and  it  appears  to  me  that  this  is  sufficient"— and 
he  does  not  approve  of  it.  But  he  says  in  this 
document  that  this  is  a  most  wrong  thing  to  do. 
He  says  that  "the  outpatients'  department  of 
the  City  Hospital  is  the  most  deserving  charity 
under  the  control  of  the  city."  We  all  agree  to 
that.  But  he  says:  "Whv  should  this  work  be 
longer  delayed  by  the  appropriation,  from  year 
to'year.  of  insufficient  instalments'?"  It  wouldn't 
be  good,  common  business  sense  for  us  to  appro- 
priate more  money  than  is  asked  by  those  hav- 
ing' the  matter  in  charge,  and  we  have  appro- 
priated the  money  asked  for  except  in  this  par- 
ticular case,  where  they  ask  for  $16,000  more. 
Now,  he  also  says  in  another  part: 

The  trustees  of  the  City  Hospital,  and  the  medical  and 
surgical  staff  have  tried  to  impress  this  fact  on  the  city 
government  for  some  years,  and  it  looks  like  trifling  with 
this  important  work  to  make  appronriations  that  are  not 
sufficient. 

Now  I  leave  it  to  the  membeis  of  this  Board, 
who  is  doing  the  trifling,  whether  the  trustees 
of  the  City  Hospital  or  those  who  have  been 
making  the  appropriations?  If  they  come  to 
this  City  Council  and  get  the  money  they  ask 
for  and  then  change  their  plans,  is  it  fair  for  any 
one  to  come  in  with  a  document  abusing  the 
body  that  appropriates  the  money,  by  saying 
that  we  haven't  done  our  duty,  when  we  have 
responded  every  time  they  have  asked  us  for 
the  money?  I  hope  that  when  documents  are 
brought  in  bringing  arguments  to  enlist  sym- 
pathy of  that  kind  that  the  Board  will  vote  to 
pass  such  matters  over  the  mayor's  veto,  and 
for  one  I  will  cheerfully  vote  to  have  this  pass 
over  his  veto. 

The  two  items  disapproved  by  the  mayor  were 
passed,  the  veto  of  the  mayor  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding:  yeas  11,  nays  1,  Aid.  Capen 
voting  nay. 

Sent  down. 

MONUMENT  TO  CRISPUS  ATTUCKS    AND    OTHERS. 

The  following  was  received : 

Executive  Department,        1 
June  20th,  1887.  ) 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

I  transmit  herewith  a  petition  of  Charles  E. 
Powers  and  others,  concerning  the  site  for  a 
monument  to  the  memory  of  Crispns  Attucks, 
Samuel  Gray,  Jonas  Caldwell,  Samuel  Maverick, 
and  Patrick  Carr,  of  revolutionary  fame. 


I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  early 
and  favorable  action  be  taken  in  this  matter,  so 
that  the  corner  stone  of  the  monument  may  be 
laid  by  veterans  of  the  Fifty-fourth  and  Fifty- 
fifth  Massachusetts  Regiments  of  Infantry,  the 
Fifth  Massachusetts  Cavalry  Volunteers,  and 
other  soldiers  on  Aug.  1st,  of  the  present  year. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

Suffolk  ss. 
To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Boston. 

We,  the  undersigned  citizens  of  Boston,  re- 
spectfully petition  your  honor  for  the  selection 
of  a  site  for  the  erection  of  a  monument  to 
the  memory  of  Crispus  Attacks,  Samuel 
Cray,  Jonas  Caldwell,  Samuel  Maverick, 
and  Patrick  Carr,  who  were  killed  by 
British  soldiers  in  the  streets  of  Boston 
on  the  5th  day  of  March,  1770,  and  that  permis- 
sion be  granted  the  veterans  of  the  Fifty-fourth, 
Fifty-fifth  Massachusetts  Regiments  of  Infan- 
try, the  Fifth  Massachusetts  Cavalry  Volun- 
teers and  Massachusetts  sailors  who  served  the 
government  of  the  United  States  during  the 
late  rebellion,  and  such  other  organizations  and 
citizens  as  may,  join  with  them  to  lay  the 
cornerstone  during  their  reunion  Aug.  1  and  2, 
1887. 

And  your  petitioners  further  pray  that  said 
site  be  either  some  part  of  State  street  or  on  a 
part  of  the  square  in  the  Charlestown  district 
fronting  the  building  known  as  City  Hall  build- 
ing and  directly  in  front  of  the  Waverly  House 
after  passing  over  Warren  bridge  to  said  square. 

(Signed).  Charles  E.  Powers.  Micah  Dyer,  Jr., 
Thomas  Riley,  E.  G.  Walker,  J.  H.  Wolff,  W.  H. 
Dupree,  Edward  Everett  Brown,  Charles  L. 
Mitchell,  Clarence  V.  Smith,  Lewis  Hayden, 
George  H.  White,  Frederick  E.  Lewis,  N.  G. 
Gaskins,  H.  A.  Winship,  William  J.  Riley, 
Charles  L.  Smith,  Francis  Thomas,  Charles  F. 
Prebble,  T.  R.  Watson,  Curtis  J.  Wright,  Charles 
T.  Toliver,  Elijah  W.  Smith,  Peter  Randolph, 
Richard  J.  Jones,  William  G.  Butler,  J.  N.  But- 
ler, George  A.  Pen-in,  W.  Henry  Williams,  Cor- 
nelius Lenox,  Edward  C.  Day. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Allen,  to  the 
Committee  on  Common,  etc. 

petitions  referred. 

To  the  Board  of  Bark  Commissioners — James 
H.  Stark,  that  about  10  acres  of  land  known  as 
"Savin  Hill"  may  be  placed  in  charge  of  the 
Park  Commissioners. 

To  the  Committee  on  the  Department  for  the 
Inspection  of  Bulla 'ings— Martin  J.  Mclntire,  for 
the  privilege  of  suspending  a  druggist's  mortar 
over  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  building  No.  1461 
Washington  street. 

John  Casey  and  others,  residents  on  Berlin 
street,  Ward  19,  for  redress,  on  account  of  the 
maintenance  of  a  high  board  by  the  Boston  Base 
Ball  Association. 

To  the  Committee  on  Water— John  D.  Pierce 
and  others,  that  water  may  be  furnished  to  the 
people  on  Tolman  street,  Neponset. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps— John  D.  Pierce 
and  others,  for  public  lamps  on  Tolman  street, 
Neponset. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  (Ald.)—R.  B.  Sar- 
gent, Jr.,  and  others,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  pro- 
posed wooden  building  for  14  horses,  rear  of  196 
Centre  street. 

Pierce  Bros.,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  proposed 
wooden  building  for  two  horses  on  fifth  street, 
on  passageway  between  two  houses  leading  to 
Gold  street,  Ward  15, 

John  M.  Call,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old 
wooden  building  for  six  additional  horses,  on 
Call  street,  Nos.  50  and  52,  Ward  23. 

James  H.  Bennett,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old 
wooden  building  for  10  horses  on  Bremen  street. 
Ward  1. 

John  A.  Sanborn,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old 
wooden  building  for  10  horses  on  132  Medford 
street,  Ward  3. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  Enaines.—  Ed- 
win Barber,  for  license  to  erect  and  use  a  sta- 
tionary steam  engine  of  two-horse  power  at  473 
Broadway,  South  Boston. 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Common— L.  B.  His- 
cock,  for  leave  to  remove  at  his  own  expense  a 
tree  in  front  of  premises  No  sRockville  park, 
Ward  21. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers— Remonstrance 
against  petition  of  Bryant  &  Hall  for  sewer 
in  Parker  street. 
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W.  W.  Donnelly  and  others,  that  a  sewer  may 
be  laid  in  Capen  street,  Ward  24. 

Catharine  Rvan,  for  abatement  of  the  sewer 
assessment  against  her  estate  on  Ferrin  street, 
Charlestown. 

Charles  S.  Clerke,  for  abatement  of  sewer 
nssessment  on  his  land  on  Washington  street. 
Ward  23. 

Gottlieb  Warst,  for  abatement  of  the  sewer 
assessment  against  his  estate  on  Ferrin  street, 
Charlestown. 

Edward  F.  McAvoy  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in 
Alden  street,  between  Court  and  Sudbury 
streets. 

John  F.  Slattery  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in 
Leyden  street,  between  Ford  street  and  Walley 
street. 

Jenney  Manufacturing  Company,  that  some 
disposition  may  be  made  of  the  sewerage  in 
First  street,  between  D  and  E  streets. 

J.  Alba  Davis  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in  Forest- 
Hill  and  Robeson  streets. 

Maria  H.  Dawes,  for  abatement  of  sewer  as- 
sessment on  estate  on  Rockview  street.  Ward 
23. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims— M.  J.  Collins, 
to  be  compensated  for  stock  and  labor  on  40- 
feet  scow  connecting  with  Talbot-avenue  sewer, 
amounting  to  86737.50. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving— Petitions  for 
brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  estates  as  follows: 

John  J.  Culley,  president  Maverick  Wharf 
Company,  Sumner  street. 

Nancy  Pierce,  687  and  689  East  Sixth  street. 

Charles  M.  Evans,  90  Walnut  avenue. 

William  A.  Whitney,  695  East  Sixth  street. 

Caleb  Kimball,  Sixth,  near  M  street. 

For  edgestones  in  front  of  the  following  es- 
tates : 

Mary  Hayden,  799  and  SOI  Third  street. 

Ellen  C.  Bockus,  Ashland  street. 

August  Jorden,  509  East  Fifth  street. 

August  Jorden,  507  East  Fifth  street. 

August  Jorden,  505  East  Fifth  street. 

For  edgestones  and  brick  sidewalks  as  fol- 
lows : 

Arthur  H.  Newman,  corner  North  Beacon 
street  and  Everett  avenue. 

William  F.  Cogan,  771  and  773  East  Fifth 
street. 

Bridget  E.  Hastings,  for  permission  to  exca- 
vate under  the  sidewalk  of  1G6  Tremont,  to  be 
covered  with  Hyatt  lights. 

J.  M.  Murdough  and  others,  that  Emerson 
street  be  paved  from  K  to  L  streets. 

Old  Colony  Railroad  Company,  that  it  may  be 
permitted  to  put  its  gates  across  Centre  street 
on  their  Shawmut  branch. 

Adams  Express  Company  and  others,  that 
Chapman  street  may  be  paved  with  block  stone 
pavement. 

B.  F.  Lamb  and  others,  that  Waumbeck  street 
from  Wabeno  street  to  Humboldt  avenue  bo 
graded  and  put  in  condition  for  travel. 

Officers  and  directors  for  the  North  End  Mis- 
sion, for  a  permit  to  erect  a  sign  on  Walkhill 
street,  opposite  Bourne  street,  directing  to  Mt. 
Hope  Home. 

George  F.  Shepard  and  others,  that  Waumbeck 
street.  Ward  21,  be  sprinkled. 

James  W.  Clark,  for  two  coal  holes  on  Com- 
monwealth avenue.  No.  C6. 

A.  H.  Hughes  and  others,  that  Hvde  Park  ave- 
nue, from  Mt.  Hope  street  to  the  Boston  line,  bo 
watered. 

John  L.  Pearsall  and  others,  for  brick  side- 
walks on  Waumbeck  street,  Ward  21. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

4.  Notice  of  resignation  of  Councilman  Fot- 
tler  of  Ward  10  from  the  Committee  on  Fourth 
of  July,  and  the  appointment  of  Councilman  E. 
Sullivan  in  his  place.    Placed  on  file. 

5.  Report  and  order  of  the  Committee  on 
Printing  (City  Doc.  89),  authorizing  the  said 
committee  "to  make  contracts  and  arrange- 
ments for  the  reporting  and  publication  of  the 
proceedings  of  both  brandies  of  the  Crfrv  Coun- 
cil for  one  year,  from  July  1,  1887,  at  an  expense 
not  exceeding  the  appropriation  of  $13,500,  al- 
ready made  for  that  purpose.  Such  publication 
to  be  made  on  the  morning  of  the  second  day 
billowing  the  meeting  of  either  branch,  and  the 
form  to  be  similar  to  that  of  the  New  York  City 
Record.  The  said  committee  may  distribute  the 
whole  or  any  portion  of  each  issue,  or  may  sell 
the  same,  accounting  to  the  city  collector  for  all 
amounts  received  therefor." 


Specially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting,  on 
motion  of  Aid.  Carroll. 

6.  Report  and  order  of  same  committee,  "that 
the  contract  for  city  printing,  including  the 
publication  of  the  proceedings  of  the  City 
Council,  be  given  to  such  parties  only  as  will 
conform  to  the  scale  of  prices  fixed  by  the  Bos- 
ton Typographical  Union." 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was 
put  upon  its  passage. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  thought  a  motion  was 
made  to  assign  to  the  next  meeting. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  did  not  make  a  motion  to  as- 
sign No.  6;  No.  5  was  the  one  I  asked  to  he  as- 
signed. I  was  asked  if  I  had  any  objections  to 
assigning  No.  6,  and  said  I  had  none.  If  the 
matter  is  now  open  for  debate  I  desire  to  say 
that  the  request  there  made  by  the  petitioners 
has  Deen  practically  granted  in  the  agreement 
signed  by  every  large  printing  house  in  the  city 
of  Boston  where  it  would  be  possible  to  have 
the  city  work  done.  I  have  in  my  hand  a  copy 
of  the  agreement,  and  will  read  some  of  the 
names  of  firms  who  have  signed  it:  Rand  Avery 
Company,  Rockwell  &  Churchill,  Alfred  Mudge 
&  Son,  George  H.  Ellis,  Wright  &  Potter  Print- 
ing Company,  Stanley  &  Usher,  The  Gunn  Curtis 
Company,  Blair  &  Hallelt,  Robinson  &  Stephen- 
son, Mclndoe  &  Co.,  T.  O.  Metcalf  &  Co.,  L. 
Barta  &  Co.,  M.  J.  Kiley,  Carl  H.  Henzeman, 
George  E.  Crosby  &  Co  ,  Cashman,  Keating  & 
Co.,  Frank  Wood,  J.  S.  Cusning  &  Co.,  C.  W. 
Calkins  &  Co.,  Goodwin  &  Drisco,  T.  R.  Marvin 
&  Son,  Sampson,  Murdock  &  Co.,  Mills,  Knights 
&  Co.,  C.  J.  Peters  &  Son,  Addison  C.  Getchell, 
P.  H.  Foster  &  Co.,  C.  A.  Pinkham  &  Co.  Also 
the  proprietors  of  the  following  newspapers: 
Herald,  Globe,  Advertiser,  Post,  Record,  Tran- 
script, Traveller. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— That  is  not  the  one  I  ob- 
ject to.    It  is  No.  5. 

The  Chairman— No.  6  is  now  under  consider- 
ation. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence.  Aid. 
Carroll  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

REPORTS  OF  CITY   OFFICERS. 

Superintendent  of  Streets— Schedules  of  the 
cost  of  furnishing  and  setting  edgestones  and 
paving  the  sidewalk  with  brick  in  front  of  es- 
tates on  sundry  streets,  together  with  orders 
for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  one- half 
the  cost  of  said  work. 

Orders  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

School  Committet — Requests  wero  received 
from  the  School  Committee  as  follows: 

Request  that  the  City  Council  inscribe  on  ap- 
propriate tablets  placed  on  the  outside  of  school 
buildings,  the  name  of  the  schoolhousc  in  each 
case  where  the  same  does  not  already  ap- 
pear. 

Request  that  the  City  Council  raise  the  rear 
part  of  the  platform  floor  of  the  Hugh  O'Brien 
schoolhouse ;  and  also  provide  water  in  the  base- 
ment for  drinking  purposes. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Schools  and  Schoolhouses. 

DEPUTY  COLLECTORS. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  City  Collector's  Depart- 
ment, to  whom  was  referred  by  the  Common 
Council,  the  ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  13  of 
the  Revised  Ordinances,  so  as  to  increase  the 
number  of  deputy  collectors,  having  considered 
the  subject,  respectfully  report  that  the  ordi- 
nance ought  to  pass.  The  said  ordinance  has 
been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
and  the  form  approved  by  them,  as  required  by 
the  joint  rules. 

An  Ordinance 
To  Amend  Chapter  13  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1885. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Chapter  13  of  the  Revised  Ordi- 
nances of  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-live  is 
hereby  amended  in  Section  2  thereof,  by  strik- 
ing out  the  word  "eighteen"  in  the  ninth  line 
of  said  section  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the 
word  "twenty-one." 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  ordinance 
read  twice,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  and 
put  upon  its  passage. 

Aid.  Allen— I  don't  quite  understand  what 
this  refers  to.  I  should  like  to  have  it  ex- 
plained. 

The  Chairman— It  is  to  increase  the  number 
of  deputy  collectors  from  18  to  21. 
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Aid.  Sullivan— I  move  that  that  matter  be 
assigned  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board. 

Aid.  Lee — I  would  inquire  if  any  provision  has 
been  made  in  the  appropriation  for  the  de- 
partment for  the  increased  number  of  collec- 
tors? 

Aid.  McLaughlin— Is  not  the  gentleman  who 
just  sat  down  one  of  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances to  whom  that  ordinance  was  refer- 
red? 

Aid.  Lee— I  am  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances.  If  the  alderman  will  refer  to  the 
report  he  will  see  that  the  ordinance  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  pass 
upon  the  question  of  forms.  They  do  not  pass 
upon  the  merits  of  the  ordinance.  When  a  com- 
mittee refers  an  ordinance  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances  they  pass  upon  the  question  of  form 
only.  If  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  had  had 
the  right  to  go  into  the  merits  of  the  case  I 
doubt  very  much  if  the  gentleman  would  have 
had  the  privilege  of  submitting  the  ordinance 
at  this  time. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  remind  the 
alderman  that  the  question  is  upon  the  assess- 
ment. 

Aid.  Lee— I  would  inquire  if  an  appropriation 
has  been  made  to  carry  into  effect  the  recom- 
mendation for  an  increase  of  three  deputy  col- 
lectors in  that  department? 

Aid.  McLaughlin— I  cannot  say  that  the  col- 
lector has  enough  money  to  pay  the  salaries  of 
the  three  deputies  about  to  be  appointed,  and  I 
don't  know  but  lhat  he  may  expect  that  pro- 
vision will  have  to  be  made  for  them.  But,  sir, 
it  is  without  question  something  that  is  thor- 
oughly needed  in  that  office.  The  collector  feels 
that  he  needs  one  deputy  for  each  of  the  25  dis- 
tricts of  the  city,  instead  of  the  three  we  propose 
to  allow  him,  which  would  make  an  increase  of 
seven.  He  came  before  the  committee  two  or 
three  times  and  stated  in  no  uncertain  language 
that  he  needed  an  increase  in  his  force  of  depu- 
ties for  the  collection  of  taxes  because  the  out- 
skirts of  the  city  are  growing  very  fast,  and 
there  is  a  very  large  territory  to  cover.  If  this 
ordinance  passes  and  he  gets  the  right  to  appoint 
these  three  deputies,  I  suppose  that  is  where  he 
intends  to  locate  them.  I  cannot  say  I  know 
anything  more  about  it  than  that. 

1  he  ordinance  was  specially  assigned  to  the 
next  meeting. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEE  ON  ORDINANCES. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances : 

Secretary  of  Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery. 

The  Committee  on  Ordinances,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  order  requesting  the  committee  to 
consider  and  report  what  changes  should  be 
made  in  Chapter  47  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1885,  as  amended  by  Chapter  42  of  the  ordi- 
nances of  1886,  in  regard  to  the  secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery,  hav- 
ing considered  the  subject,  respectfully  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  accompanying  ordi- 
nance: 

An  Ordinance 
Concerning  the  Trustees   of  Mt.   Hope  Cem- 
etery. 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Chapter  47  of  the  Revised  Ordinan- 
ces of  1885,  as  amended  by  Chapter  42  of  the  ordi- 
nances of  1886,  is  hereby  amended  by  adding  to 
Section  9  the  words,  "Any  subordinate  officer  in 
any  department  may,  with  the  approval  of  the 
head  of  such  department,  be  appointed  secretary 
of  said  Board  of  Trustees." 

Sect.  2.  The  salary  of  such  secretary  shall  be 
$500  per  annum,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  general 
appropriation  for  the  department. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  ordinance 
read  twice,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  and 
put  upon  its  passage. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  should  like  to  ask  the 
chairman  who  presented  this  report  if  there  is 
sufficient  money  to  pay  the  salary  of  the  sec- 
retary? 

Aid.  Lee— I  understand  that  there  is.  The 
Committee  on  Ordinances  were  merely  reques- 
ted to  draft  an  ordinance,  and  they  have  done 
so,  it  being  referred  to  them  from  a  committee 
who  said  there  was  a  sufficient  sum  to  pay  the 
salary  of  the  secretary. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  believe  it  states  there  that 
the  head  of  the  department  may  select  one  of 
his  subordinates  to  fill  that  place. 


The  Chairman — "Any  subordinate  officer  in 
any  department  may.  with  the  approval  of  the 
head  of  such  department,  be  appointed  secretary 
of  said  board  of  trustees." 

Aid.  Bromwich— Well,  that  will  simply  be  a 
raise  in  his  salary.  If  his  labor  at  present  occu- 
pies all  his  time,  and  he  fills  the  position  faith- 
fully, I  don't  see  how  he  can  spare  time  enough 
to  earn  $500  a  year  over  and  above  what  he  gets 
now.  That  is  the  point  I  hardly  understand. 
Can  that  question  be  divided? 

The  Chairman— The  question  is  upon  the  pas- 
sage of  the  ordinance. 

Aid.  Allen— I  would  inquire  how  this  work 
has  been  done  heretofore?  Who  has  been  the 
secretary?  Has  he  been  paid,  and  if  so,  how 
much  ? 

Aid.  Capen— As  a  former  trustee  of  Mt.  Hope 
Cemetery,  and  chairman  of  the  committee,  I 
would  sav  that  Mr.  Apollonio,  the  city  registrar, 
has  done  this  work  for  nothing.  I  don't  know 
why  this  ordinance  comes  in,  unless  they  want 
to  take  $500  from  the  appropriation  for  gravel, 
and  spend  it  in  this  way. 

Aid.  Lee— I  am  somewhat  surprised  at  the  last 
words  uttered  by  the  gentleman  from  the  12th 
aldermanic  district  as  he  sat  down.  It  is  un- 
doubtedly true  that  the  city  register,  Mr.  Ap- 
ollonio, did  perforin  the  work  of  secretary  for 
the  Board  of  Trustees,  but  he  came  before  the 
City  Council— I  cannot  recall  the  date — and 
asked  to  be  relieved  from  the  duties  of  that  po- 
sition. Now  the  trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery 
ask  that  they  may  have  Dower  to  appoint  a  sec- 
retary for  their  board;  the  request  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  and  this  ordi- 
nance has  been  framed  in  accordance  with  their 
request.  The  trustees  say  that  while  the  ordi- 
dinance  at  present  empowers  them  to  elect  a 
secretary  and  award  him  a  salary,  they  are  mr 
«ible  to  grant  him  any  compensation  under  the 
terms  of  the  present  ordinance.  They  therefore 
ask  that  the  ordinance  may  be  changed,  so  that 
they  can  pav  their  secretary  a  salary,  and  take 
it  from  other  appropriations.  Why  it  is  put  in 
its  present  form  is  to  prevent — I  am  speaking 
right  out— them  from  employing  Mr.  Apollonio, 
who  comes  before  the  City  Council  and  tells  us 
that  his  time  is  so  much  occupied  that  he  can- 
not any  longer  perform  this  service  for  the  trus- 
tees. Therefore  the  committee  have  fixed  the 
ordinance  so  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  the 
trustees  to  employ  the  gentleman  who  says  his 
time  is  so  occupied  that  he  cannot  do  the  work ; 
and  they  say  that  the  trustees  may  select  one  of 
the  subordisates  in  the  department  who  may 
devote  some  of  his  leisure  hours  to  attending 
the  meetings  of  the  trustees  and  acting  as  sec- 
retary, and  receive  for  his  services  a  compensa- 
tion of  $500  per  annum. 

Aid.  Bromwich— AVhile  I  was  on  the  Board  of 
Trustees  I  advocated  the  very  same  thing  the 
alderman  has  just  stated,  that  there  should  be  a 
secretary  appointed  for  the  board.  But  after  an 
officer  of  Mr,  Apollonio's  standing,  of  so  many 
years  in  the  government,  has  done  it  for  noth- 
ing, I  do  not  like  the  idea  of  throwing  him  out 
so  summarily  and  placing  one  of  the  subordi- 
nates in  the  position.  I  do  not  advocate  Mr. 
Apollonio  or  any  of  his  subordinates  taking-  the 
position ;  but  I  do  advocate  the  board  having  a 
secretary,  and  I  think  they  should  hire  a  person 
on  purpose  for  it,  and  not  say  that  we  will  raise 
the  salary  of  one  of  the  subordinates.  The 
board  meets  on  an  average  the  year  round  per- 
haps 26  times,  and  with  special  meetings  perhaps 
30  times.  We  did  not  average  one  hour  at  a 
meeting.  So  I  think  we  could  easily  hire  some 
one,  and  it  anyone  should  have  it  I  think  Mr. 
Apollonio  should  have  it,  as  he  has  done  it  for 
many  years— I  cannot  tell  how  many,  at  least  20 
or  30— for  nothing;  if  not  Mr.  Apollonio,  I  don't 
think  it  should  be  taken  by  one  of  the  subordi- 
nates. 

Aid.  Lee— I  desire  to  say  one  word  further.  As 
I  understand  it,  the  secretary  must  furnish  to 
the  city  a  bond  of  $5000. 

The  ordinance  was  passed.  Aid.  Lee  moved 
to  reconsider;  lost.    Sent  down. 

Official  Bonds. 
The  Committee  on  Ordinances,  to  whom  was 
referred  by  the  Common  Council  the  draft  of 
an  ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  5  of  the  Revised 
Ordinances  of  1885,  in  regard  to  official  bonds, 
having  considered  the  subject  respectfully  rec- 
ommend the  passage  of  the  ordinance  in  the 
following  new  draft: 
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An  Ordinance 

In  Relation  to  Official  Bonds. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston  as 

follows: 

Section  1.  Chapter  5    of  the  Revised  Ordi- 
nances  of   1885  is  hereby   amended   by  substi- 
tuting therefor  the  following'  ordinance: 
Chapter  5— Of  Official  Bonds. 

Section  1.  The  several  officers  hereinafter 
named  shall  give  bonds  to  the  city  for  the  pur- 
poses specified  in  this  chapter,  and  with  penal 
sums  as  f  oUows,  namely : 

The  city  treasurer,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars. 

The  city  collector,  seventy-five  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

The  city  clerk,  two  thousand  dollars. 

The  city  registrar,  one  thousand  dollars. 

The  superintendent  of  health,  ten  thousand 
dollars. 

The  superintendent  of  sewers,  two  thousand 
dollars. 

The  sealer  of  weights  and  measures,  one 
thousand  dollars. 

The  agent  of  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery,  three 
thousand  dollars. 

The  secretary  of  trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Ceme- 
tery, five  thousand  dollars. 

The  superintendent  of  the  City  Hospital, 
three  thousand  dollars, 

The  clerk  of  East  Boston  ferries,  five  thousand 
dollars,  and  each  tollman  one  thousand  dollars. 

The  clerk  of  books  and  accounts  of  the  public 
institutions,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

The  water  registrar,  five  thousand  dollars. 

The  clerk  of  the  Water  Board,  two  thousand 
dollars. 

The  superintendent  of  the  Public  Library,  one 
thousand  dollars. 

The  clerk  of  the  Park  Department,  three 
thousand  dollars. 

The  port  physician  (Quarantine  Department,) 
two  thousand  dollars. 

The  condition  of  said  bonds  shall  be  that  the 
officer  therein  named  will  faithfully  discharge 
the  duties  of  his  office,  and  will  duly  collect  and 
safely  hold  all  of  the  money  or  other  property 
belonging  to  the  city  and  intrusted  to  him,  and 
will  duly  transmit  the  same  to  the  proper  official 
at  such  periods  as  may  from  time  to  time  be 
fixed  by  ordinance;  and  that  he  will  properly 
hold  and  disburse  any  money  belonging  to  the 
city  which  may  be  intrusted  to  him  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

The  sureties  on  each  of  the  said  bonds  may  be 
one  or  more,  but  in  no  case  for  less  than  .$500; 
and  the  liability  of  each  surety,  when  more  than 
one  is  given,  shall  be  limited  to  a  several  liabil- 
ity for  his  proportionate  part  only  of  the  full 
penal  sum  named  in  said  bond. 

Sec.  2.  Every  salaried  member  of  a  board  and 
every  salaried  officer  in  charge  of  a  department 
of  the  city  government  shall  give  a  bond,  with 
one  or  more  sureties,  in  a  penal  sum  to  be  pre- 
scribed by  the  mayor,  for  the  proper  use,  care, 
and  custody  of  all  the  official  records  and  docu- 
ments of  such  department;  for  the  maintenance 
of  such  books  and  accounts  as  may  be  required 
by  any  law  and  ordinance ;  for  the  transmission 
of  all  such  books,  accounts,  records,  and  docu- 
ments to  his  successor,  or  any  other  official  ap- 
pointed to  receive  them ;  and  for  the  proper  use 
and  safe  custody  of  all  public  property  in  his 
charge.  In  the  case  of  boards  in  the  charge  of  a 
department  each  member  shall  be  required  to 
give  bond  for  an  equal  amount,  and  in  case  of 
any  enforcement  of  a  penalty  thereon  he  shall 
be  liable  only  for  the  proportion  which  such 
bond  bears  to  the  total  given  by  the  whole  board. 

Sec.  3.  Every  board  and  officer  in  charge  of  a 
department  shall,  from  time  to  time,  designate 
such  subordinates  in  such  department  as  may 
have  access  to  the  money,  securities,  records, 
books,  accounts,  or  documents  belonging  to  his 
own  or  other  departments,  and  shall  give  a  bond 
to  the  city,  with  one  surety  and  with  such  rea- 
sonable penal  sum  as  the  mayor  may  prescribe, 
for  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duties  by  such 
subordinates.  No  such  bond,  however,  shall  bo 
for  less  than  $500,  and  such  superior  officer  or 
board  may  require  from  such  subordinate  a  bond 
of  indemnity  of  equal  amount.  Such  bond  may 
be  made  separately  for  each  of  said  subordinates 
or  may  include  two  or  more.  In  the  case  of 
boards,  the  bonds  given  by  them  shall  run  for 
one  year  only,  and  shall  be  renewed  after  the 
annual  organization  of  such  board,  and  no  surety 
shall  be  necessary. 


Sec.  i.  The  bonds  of  every  officer  and  the  sure- 
ties thereon  given  in  accordance  with  Section 
1,  shall  be  approved  by  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, and  in  the  case  of  the  citv  treasurer  and 
city  collector  shall  also  be  approved  by  the 
mayor.  Each  of  said  bonds,  except  that  of  the 
city  clerk,  shall  be  executed,  approved  and  de- 
livered before  the  officer  enters  upon  the  duties 
of  his  office. 

Sec.  5.  The  city  treasurer  shall  have  the  cus- 
tody of  the  bond  of  the  city  auditor,  but  all  the 
other  bonds  in  favor  of  the  city  mentioned  in 
this  chapter  shall  be  kept  in  the  custody  of  the 
city  auditor.  The  city  auditor  shall  keep  a  reg- 
ister of  the  dates,  amounts,  and  sureties  on  all 
such  bonds,  open  at  all  times  to  the  inspection 
of  the  mayor,  and  of  any  member  of  the  City 
Council.  He  shall  notify  the  mayor  whenever 
such  bond  expires,  or  that  he  is  aware  the  surety 
has  become  impaired  by  the  death,  insolvency, 
or  other  disability  of  any  signer;  and  every  offi- 
cer shall  furnish  a  new  bond  or  surety  when  re- 
quired by  the  authority  which  approved  the 
former  one. 

Sec.  G.  Every  such  bond  shall  be  in  such  form 
as  the  corporation  counsel  shall  approve.  The 
bond  required  by  Section  1  may  be  incorpo- 
rated in  the  bond  given  under  Section  2. 

Sec.  7.  Whenever  the  tenure  of  office  of  any 
officer  who  has  given  a  bond  in  accordance  with 
this  chapter  shall  expire  by  limitation,  resigna- 
tion, death  or  removal,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  department  in  which  he  served  to  proceed 
within  a  reasonable  time  to  settle  his  accounts, 
and  to  notify  the  anditor  to  have  such  bond  can- 
celled, or  to  enforce  its  provisions.  InTeither 
case  the  consent  of  the  mayor  to  such  action 
shall  be  requisite,  and  entry  thereof  shall  be 
made  by  the  auditor  on  the  register  mentioned 
in  Section-5. 

Report  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Lee  the  reading  of  the  or- 
dinance was  dispensed  with,  and  it  was  assigned 
to  the  next  meeting. 

Salaries  of  Deputy  Collectors. 

The  Committee  on  Ordinances,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  6  of 
the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1885,  so  far  as  it  re- 
lates to  the  salaries  of  deputy  collectors  and  the 
allowance  for  clerk  hire  in  the  city  collector's 
department,  respectfully  report  that  the  ordin- 
ance is  in  proper  form. 

An  Ordinance,  to  amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Re- 
vised Ordinances  of  1885. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1885  is  hereby  amended  in  Section  1  by  strik- 
ing out  of  the  clause  relating  to  the  deputy  col- 
lectors, the  words  "one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dren  dollars  each,"  and  inserting  the  following 
in  place  thereof,  "hereafter  appointed,  for  their 
first  year's  service,  one  thousand  four  hundred 
dollars  each,  for  their  second  year's  service  one 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  each,  for  their 
third  year's  service,  one  thousand  six  hundred 
dollars  each,  and  thereafter  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  dollars  each." 

Also,  in  the  fourth  line  of  said  clause,  by 
striking  out  the  word  "two"  and  inserting  the 
word  "five"  in  place  thereof. 

Also,  in  Section  2,  by  striking  out  the  first 
line  of  the  clause  relating  to  the  city  collector, 
the  words  "twelve  thousand  two"  and  inserting 
the  words  "thirteen  thousand  five"  in  place 
thereof. 

Sec.  2.  This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  from 
first  day  of  May,  1887. 

Report  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll  the  reading  of  the 
ordinance  was  dispensed  with,  and  it  was  spe- 
cially assigned  to  the  next  meeting. 

CLAIMS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  reports  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Claims  as  follows : 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw 
upon  the  following  petitions: 

Henry  .1.  Bartlett,  mortgagee  in  possession,  to 
be  paid  the  balance  arising  from  tax  sale  of  es- 
tate on  Dale  street. 

Bridget  Flaherty,  for  compensation  for  per- 
sonal injuries  received  from  an  alleged  defect 
in  G  street;  Feb.  19, 1885. 

Henry  .1.  Bartlett,  mortgagee  in  possession,  to 
be  paid  the  balance  arising  from  tax  sale  of  es- 
tate on  Blue  Hill  a\  enue  and  Edge  wood  street. 

Reports  accepted.    Sent  down. 
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Also  reports  recommending  leave  to 'withdraw, 
in  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  the 
Law  Department,  upon  the  following  petitions: 

James  Deshon,  for  refund  of  the  amounts  paid 
by  him  to  the  city  for  certain  alleged  invalid 
deeds  of  estates  on  Columbia  street,  Ward  24. 

James  Deshon.  for  refund  of  the  amounts 
paid  by  him  to  the  city  for  certain  alleged  in- 
valid deeds  of  estates  on  Hamilton  avenue. 
Ward  24. 

James  Deshon,  to  be  refunded  the  amount 
paid  by  him  to  the  city  for  an  alleged  defec- 
tive tax  title  of  an  estate  on  Harvard  street, 
Ward  24; 

Reports  accepted.    Sent  down. 

SEWERS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Sewers ; 

Reports  and  orders  for  the  construction  of 
common  sewers  as  follows : 

In  Sycamore  street,  between  Poplar  and  Haw- 
thorne streets,  Ward  23. 

In  Texas  street,  between  Elmwood  and  Tre- 
mowt  streets,  Ward  19. 

In  Poplar  street,  Ward  23,  between  Washing- 
ton and  Ashland  streets. 

In  Chambers  street,  Ward  8,  between  Ashland 
and  Spring  streets. 

In  Austin  street,  Ward  5,  between  Lawrence 
street  and  Rutherford  avenue. 

In  Sargent  street. 

In  Withington  street,  running  180  feet  south 
from  Euclid  street,  Ward  24. 

In  Newbern  street,  between  Bishop  and  John 
A.  Andrew  street,  Ward  23. 

In  Midland  street,  Ward  24. 

In  Ludlow  street,  Ward  4. 

In  Centre  street,  Ward  23,  between  Paul  Gore 
street  and  Centre-street  sewer  termination. 

In  Columbia  street. 

Reports  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
the  petition  of  Susan  D.  Messenger  for  abate- 
ment of  sewer  assessment  against  her  estate,  81 
Walnut  avenue,  Roxbury.    Accepted. 

Reports  and  orders  of  notice  of  hearings  on 
Monday  next  at  4  P.  M.,  on  the  expediency  of 
constructing  common  sewers  as  follows: 

In  Allston  street,  Ward  25,  between  Allston 
square  and  Massachusetts  avenue. 

in  Western  avenue,  between  Market  and 
Waverley  streets,  Ward  25. 

In  Atlantic  avenue. 

In  Condor  street. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed. 

Order,  That  the  sewer  assessments  of  Alrnira 
W.  Bennett  on  sundry  streets  be  abated  in  con- 
sideration of  her  giving  up  right  of  way  through 
land  on  Lincoln  street. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

STEAM  ENGINES. 

Aid.  Haynes  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines,  recommending 
that  leave  be  granted  as  follows: 

New  England  Conservatory  of  Music,  to  erect 
and  use  a  stationary  steam  engine  of  six-horse 
power  at  9  East  Newton  street. 

J.  M.  Martin,  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary 
steam  engine  of  one-horse  powerto  be  propelled 
by  kerosene  oil,  at  2225  Washington  street. 

Reports  accepted,  licenses  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

PUBLIC   LANDS. 

Aid.  Carroll  submitted  the  following: 

The  joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  order  author- 
izing the  Street  Commissioners  to  lease  for  a 
term  of  years  a  certain  estate  belonging  to  the 
city  of  Boston  at  the  corner  of  L  and  East  First 
streets,  in  South  Boston,  respectfully  report 
thereon  recommending  its  passage. 

Report  accepted  and  said  order  passed. 

Sent  down. 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  accompanying- 
petition  of  James  McCormick  for  the  modifica- 
tion of  a  certain  condition  in  the  original  deed 
from  the  city  of  Boston  of  his  estate  now  No. 
39  on  East  Concord  street,  respectfully  report 
thereon  recommending  the  passage  of  the  order 
that  follows: 

Ordered,  Thai  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he 
is  hereby  authorized  to  execute  on  behalf  of 
the  city  an  instrument,  satisfactory  to  the  city 


solicitor,  wherein  the  city  of  Boston  shall  de- 
clare, so  far  it  may  lawfully  do  so  without  af- 
fecting the  legal  or  equitable  rights  of  other 
persons  holding  title  under  it,  that  the  condi- 
tion numbered  2  in  the  deed  from  the  city  of 
Boston  to  Russell  Bates,  dated  April  8,  18G8,  and 
recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  922,  Page  218, 
of  an  estate  on  Concord  street  now  known  as 
No.  39  on  East  Concord  street,  and  the  property 
oLJames  McCormick,  be  so  far  modified  as  to 
read  as  follows:  2.  The  front  line  of  the  build- 
ing which  may  be  erected  on  the  said  lot  shall 
be  placed  on  a  line  parallel  with  and  six  feet 
back  from  the  said  Concord  street ;  but  a  swell 
or  octagon  front  or  bay  windows  projected  from 
the  front  of  said  building  may  be  built  and 
maintained  in  said  restricted  six  feet. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

Aid.  Carroll  moved  to  reconsider  the  pas- 
sage of  the  last  two  orders ;  lost. 

BAY  WINDOWS. 

Aid.  N.  (i.  Smith  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Inspection  of  Buildings  (Aid.), 
recommending  that  leave  be  granted  as  follows : 

Edwin  B.  Horn,  to  project  a  bay  window  from 
building  on  West  Newton  street,  corner  151  Hun- 
tington avenue. 

Mrs.  B.  E.  Hastings,  to  project  a  bay  window 
from  building  No.  166  Tremont  street,  to  pro- 
ject over  Mason  street. 

Reports  accepted,  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

FANEUIL  HALL. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Faneuil  Hall  and  County  Buildings, 
recommending  that  leave  be  granted  E.  M. 
Chamberlain  and  others  to  use  Faneuil  Hall  on 
Monday  evening,  June  20,  1887,  for  a  public 
meeting. 

Report  accepted,  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  desires  to  state 
at  this  time  to  the  members  of  the  Board  that 
he  has  been  instructed  by  the  members  of  the 
Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall  and  County  Build- 
ings to  give  notice  that  that  committee,  in  the 
future,  when  petitions  for  the  use  of  Faneuil 
Hall  are  presented  to  them,  intends  to  hold 
those  petitions  for  at  least  one  week  in  their 
possession  before  making  any  report.  The  com- 
mittee on  this  petition  which  has  been  presented 
today,  and  on  which  action  has  just  been  taken, 
have  waived  that  right;  but  in  future  they  do 
not  intend  to  act  on  any  petition,  no  matter  from 
whom  it  comes,  after  its  being  referred  to  this 
Board,  until  at  least  one  week  has  expired.  The 
intention  is  that  the  entire  public  shall  have 
due  notice,  and  that  no  fault  can  be  found  in 
the  future  on  that  score. 

the  queen's  jubilee. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall  and  County 
Buildings,  to  whom  was  referred  the  remon- 
strance against  the  granting  of  Faneuil  Hall  for 
the  celebration  of  the  queen's  jubilee,  and  the 
several  petitions  asking  that  a  hearing  might  be 
given  on  the  matter,  beg  to  report  that  a  public 
hearing  was  given  at  which  were  present  the  re- 
monstrants and  the  petitioners,  and  after  care- 
fully weighing  the  testimony  given  on  both 
sides,  your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that 
the  permission  granted  should  be  revoked. 

The  petition  asking  for  the  use  of  Faneuil 
Hall  for  June  21,  was  presented  to  this  Board  of 
Aldermen  on  May  31  with  65  or  more  other  peti- 
tions and  were  severally  referred  to  appropriate 
committees,  and  as  is  usual  in  all  public  bodies, 
little  notice  was  taken  of  them  when  read,  as 
the  committees  usually  look  carefully  alter 
them,  but  the  petitioners  in  this  instance  being 
present  asked  that  the  license  might  be  granted 
at  once,  and  supposing  it  to  be  only  the  usual 
form  of  meeting  to  be  held,  during  the  session 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  without  that  due 
consideration  ordinarily  given,  without  a 
thought  of  the  date  chosen,  the  committee  re- 
ported that  permission  be  granted,  which  re- 
port was  accepted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
But  after  careful  deliberation  anddue! consider- 
ation of  the  day  and  object,  it  does  not  seem 
proper  that  the  "cradle  of  liberty"  should  be 
misused  as  it  is  evidently  designed  to  be  by 
those  to  whom  the  permit  was  granted. 

This  may  sound  like  bad  doctrine  and  seem 
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narrow  to  some  minds,  but  when,  as  is  the  fact, 
the  preponderance  of  public  opinion  on  this  side 
of  the  Atlantic  is  that  the  course  of  the  English 
government  is  tyrannous  in  the  treatment  of  its 
subjects,  it  is  not  right,  proper  or  just  that  that 
widespread  feeling  should  be  falsified  in  the 
least  degree  by  a  body  of  men  in  our  cradle  of 
liberty,  dedicated  to  free  speech  for  human 
rights,  and  not  to  be  desecrated  by  words  of  sym- 
pathy with  coercion  and  crimes  acts.  It  is 
especially  an  unfit  time  for  the  cradle  of  liberty 
to  be  rocked  now  in  favor  of  a  ruler  who,  if  she 
desired,  could  at  once  strike  the  shackles  from  a 
burdened,  down-trodden,  impoverished  people, 
and  yet  she  stands  quietly  by  and  sees  millions 
of  her  subjects  ground  down  by  laws  which 
would  be  discreditable  to  a  race  of  barbarians. 
Free  speech  is  the  right  of  every  American  citi- 
zen, native  born  and  adopted,  and  this  right  we 
do  not  question  nor  object  to,  but  we  do  object 
to  the  oflieial  hall  of  this  city  being  used  for  the 
purpose  of  misrepresenting  the  public  sentiment 
in  our  midst;  for  while  the  avowed  object  of  the 
banquet  is  to  raise  money  for  free  beds  in  a  hos- 
pital, the  gauze  is  too  thin,  and  the  voices  of 
those  who  intend  to  participate  too  loud  in  their 
declaration  of  their  intention,  to  wish  God- 
speed to  the  queen  and  the  parliament,  which  is 
now  passing  through  its  last  stages  an  infamous 
bill  against  human  rights.  The  great  old  man, 
Gladstone,  all  his  life  a  Conservative  until 
within  the  last  few  years  he  has  blossomed  out 
as  the  grandest  champion  of  human  rights,  has 
over  and  over  acknowledged  his  indebtedness 
to  the  public  sentiment  of  America,  in  aid  of  his 
heroic  labors  for  the  down-trodden  and  op- 
pressed, and  yet  are  we  to  persist  in  allowing 
this  license  to  stand ;  at  one  blow  we  would 
have  taken  from  beneath  him  one  of  the  main 
props  in  his  support  in  the  grandest  battle  of  his 
life. 

Believing,  therefore,  that  the  cause  of  liberty 
and  human  rights  alike  demand  it,  your  com- 
mittee recommend  the  passage  of  the  following 
order.  Patrick  J.  Donovan, 

John  H.  Sullivan. 

Ordered.  That  the  permission  granted  May  31 
to  James  Wemyss,  Jr.,  and  others,  to  use  Faneuil 
Hall  on  the  evening  of  June  21,  be  and  the  same 
is  hereby  revoked. 

Aid.  Allen— As  a  member  of  that  committee 
I  desire  to  present  a  minority  report,  and  move 
that  it  be  substituted  for  the  report  just  read : 

The  undersigned,  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Faneuil  Hall,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
within  petitions  of  remonstrants  asking  for  a 
hearing  in  relation  to  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  by 
the  English  and  Scotch  societies  on  the  evening 
of  June  21  for  a  banquet,  begs  leave  to  report: 

That  the  petitioners  were  duly  notified 
through  the  public  press  of  a  hearing  and  pre- 
sented themselves  before  your  committee,  each 
petition  having  one  or  more  representatives  in 
attendance.  Due  consideration  has  been  given 
to  the  various  arguments  as  set  forth  by  the 
petitioners,  but  they  fail  to  see  that  sufficient 
evidence  has  been  advanced  to  warrant  them  in 
recommending  that  the  permit  for  the  use  of 
Faneuil  Hall  for  a  banquet  on  the  evening  of 
June  21  be  revoked. 

On  the  contrary,  the  persons  to  whom  the  use 
of  the  hall  has  been  granted  on  the  above  date 
are  American  citizens,  also  citizens  and  tax- 
payers, and  they  have  complied  with  every  con- 
dition that  governs  the  granting  and  use  of  said 
hall ;  hence,  in  the  judgment  of  the  undersigned, 
a  member  of  your  committee,  their  claim  to  it  is 
valid.  I  would  therefore  recommend  that  the 
petitioners,  represented  severally  by  E.  M. 
Chamberlain,  William  Murray,  Henry  W. 
Brown,  P.  O'Neil  Larkin  and  others,  remon- 
strants against  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  by  James 
Wemyss,  Jr.,  and  others  for  a  banquet  on  the 
evening  of  June  21,  have  leave  to  withdraw. 

Chas.  H.  Allen. 

Aid.  Allen— I  move  that  the  minority  report 
he  substituted  for  that  of  the  majority,  and  on 
that  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  motion  was  lost;  yeas  G,  nays  G: 

Yeas— Aid.  Allen,  Bromvvicli.  Capon,  Haynes, 
N.  G.  Smith,  C.  W.  Smirh-G. 

Nays— Aid.  Carroll,  Donovan,  Leo.  Maguire, 
McLaughlin,  Sullivan— G. 

The  question  then  came  on  the  acceptance  of 
the  majority  report,  and  Aid.  Allen  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Aid.  Carroll— If  this  motion  should  be  de- 
feated by  a  G  to  G  vote,  would  1  not  then  be  de- 


prived of  making  an  expression  of  my  opinion 
to  the  Board?  In  case  of  the  rejection  of  this 
report  by  a  tie  vote  I  could  not  give  to  this 
Board  some  expressions  of  opinion  in  relation 
to  this  matter,  could  I? 

The  Chairman— At  this  point  you  would  be 
cut  off,  But  there  would  be  nothing  to  prevent 
your  presenting  the  order  recommended  in  the 
majority  report  at  a  later  stage. 

Aid.  Carroll — If  the  motion  to  accept  the  re- 
port of  the  majority  of  the  committee  should  be 
defeated,  then  we  will  not  have  that  order  be- 
fore us. 

The  Chairman— It  will  not  be  before  the 
Board,  but  there  will  be  nothing  to  prevent  the 
alderman  from  submitting  an  order  similar  to 
the  one  contained  in  the  report  of  the  committee 
at  a  later  stage  of  the  proceedings. 

Aid.  Carroll— If  the  gentlemen  will  permit 
the  report  to  be  accepted  and  allow  us  to  come 
to  a  vote  on  the  order  I  will  be  satisfied. 

The  majority  report  was  rejected,  yeas  G, 
nays  6: 

Yeas— Aid.  Carroll,  Donovan,  Lee,  Maguire, 
McLaughlin,  Sullivan— 6. 

Nays— Aid.  Allen,  Bromwich,  Capen,  Haynes, 
N.  G.  Smith,  C.  W.  Smith-G. 

Later  in  the  session  Aid.  Carroll  ottered  an  or- 
der—That the  permission  granted  May  31  to 
James  Wemyss,  Jr.,  and  others,  to  use  Faneuil 
Hall  on  the  evening  of  June.  21  be  and  the  same 
is  hereby  revoked. 

Aid.  Carroll— The  reason  I  have  drawn  that 
order  up  is  that  I  found  that  I  and  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  who  felt  so  inclined  were  not 
going  to  get  a  chance  to  voice  our  sentiments 
and,  as  we  think,  those  of  the  people  we  repre- 
sent. Under  the  rules  of  this  Board,  which 
must,  of  course,  be  enforced,  I  was  deprived  of 
the  privilege  of  voicing  any  opinion  in  this  mat- 
ter. This  is  one  of  those  questions  that  I  have 
an  opinion  on,  and  having  an  opinion  I  propose, 
knowing  the  rules  of  this  Board  and  knowing 
my  rights  here,  to  express  that  opinion.  For 
that  opinion  I  am  responsible  to  the  citizens  of 
Boston  and  to  nobody  else.  I  think,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, that  this  is  an  American  question  and 
whatever  I  have  to  say  upon  it  will  be  from  an 
American  standpoint  entirely  as  an  American 
citizen,  forming  my  conclusions  from  an 
education  in  the  American  public  schools. 
I  must  say,  as  an  American,  that  I  am 
surprised  to  see  those  who  are  the  children  of 
those  who  were  not  native  Americans  standing 
here  and  defending  by  their  voice  and  vote  the 
honor  and  credit  of  America.  Such  fawning  I 
have  never  seen  since  I  have  been  a  member  of 
the  Board  as  lias  been  shown  here  today  in  rela- 
tion to  Ibis  permit  for  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall. 
I  am  not  opposed  to  granting  the  use  of  the  hall 
to  American  citizens  who  ask  for  the  hall  to  do 
that  which  they  ought  to  do  as  Americans. 
But,  sir,  I  think  I  voice  the  sentiments  of  the 
entire  public  of  this  city  who  love  our  institu- 
tions, and,  above  all,  love  Faneuil  Hall,  when  I 
say  that  holding  a  jubilee  festival  and  charging 
an  admission  fee  into  Faneuil  Hall  is  a  dese- 
cration that  the  American  public  will  not  sub- 
mit to.  Mr.  Chairman,  as  1  said  before,  this  is 
entirely  an  American  question;  We  all  know 
the  history  of  Faneuil  Hall.  It  was  the  birth- 
place of  liberty.  Its  doors  have  always  been 
thrown  open  to  the  mighty  minds  that  they 
might  defend  the  oppressed  of  every  clime  and 
promote  the,  cause  of  liberty  all  over  the  entire 
world.  It  is  Boston's  proudest  boast  that  within 
her  limits  she  holds  Faneuil  Hall,  and  as  a  boy 
I  have  been  taught  to  reverence  that  old  hall 
and  the  sacred  memoric  s  attached  to  it.  Here 
have  been  heard  the  eloquence  of  Winthrop, 
Adams,  John  Phillips,  Sumner,  Choate.  Web- 
ster, Beecher,  Wendell  Phillips,  Prince,  Palmer 
and  many  others  in  defence  of  liberty.  These 
men  lived  in  three  distinct  periods  of  the  history 
of  our  country,  and  their  utterances  have  left 
their  impression  on  the  life  of  this  country. 
They  have  inspired  patriotism  aim  fidelity. 
They  have  taught  us  to  always  revere  the  sacred 
memory  of  Faneuil  Hall,  and  as  one  inspired  by 
their  teachings  and  as  an  American— not  as  an 
Irishman  or  sympathizing  with  them  or  being 
one  of  them,  but  as  an  American— I  raise  my 
voice  in  holy  protest  against  this  disgrace  of 
Faneuil  Hall.  The  request  is  unprecedented  in 
the  history  of  our  city.  I  have  wasted  three  or 
four  hours  in  looking  the  files  all  over,  but  no 
such  request  has  ever  been  made  or  ever  been 
granted.    An  argument  may  be  raised  in  regard 
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to  the  expediency  of  refusing  the  hall.  This 
Board,  or  our  predecessors  of  years  ago,  refused 
the  use  of  the  hall  to  even  Daniel  W  ebster,  and 
that  is  a  matter  of  history.  Now  we  Americans 
ask  that  with  a  proper  respect  for  the  dead,  and 
also  with  a  just  feeling  for  those  who  are  alive, 
we  should  be  true  to  ourselves  and  teach  the 
world  that,  in  the  city  of  Boston  at  least,  liberty 
still  lives,  and  the  lovers  of  it  have  their  place 
to  hold  their  meetings ;  that  the  cradle  of  liberty 
will  not  be,  as  is  proposed,  desecrated  by  a  jubi- 
lee to  the  queen  or  to  the  government  of  Eng- 
land. I  do  not  speak  of  the  queen  as  an  indi- 
vidual. My  objection  is  to  what  she  represents, 
and  in  my  opinion  it  is  the  worst  government  on 
the  face  of  the  earth,  or  else  we  must  admit  that 
the  theory  of  a  republican  system  of  government 
is  a  falsity.  I  hope  the  fire  of  patriotism  is  not 
so  low  as  to  tolerate  such  a  thought  for  one 
moment.  If  such  a  thing  should  take  place, 
it  would  be  but  just  if  a  kind  Providence 
should  put  life  into  the  pictures  on  the  wall  in 
order  that  we  might  have  our  condemnation 
from  the  lips  of  those  who  gave  up  their  lives 
and  happiness  hi  order  that  Faneuil  Hall  and 
what  it  represents  might  live.  It  may  be  said 
that  this  is  sentiment.  I  admit  that  it  is  senti- 
ment, and  I  hope  that  such  sentiment  will  ever 
live  in  this  our  country,  and  above  all,  let  this, 
our  city  of  Boston,  with  the  memories  of  Bun- 
ker Hill  and  Faneuil  Hall  forever  in  front  of 
her,  protect  with  undying  devotion  the  cradle 
of  liberty,  and  let  us,  the  representatives  of  the 
people  of  1887,  set  our  seal  of  condemnation  on 
the  attempt  to  desecrate  that  sacred  spot,  and 
by  so  doing  show  to  the  world  that  we  are  true 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  that  we  re- 
spect and  revere  our  own  Faneuil  Hall  and  will 
not  allow  its  desecration.  Mr.  Chairman,  these 
are  the  sentiments  I  possess  and  wish  to  ex- 
press, and  that  is  the  reason  I  have  offered  this 
order.  I  know  of  what  I  speak  when  I  say  that 
I  am  reflecting  the  sentiments  of  the  people  of 
this  entire  city.  It  is  well  enough  to  show 
courtesy  to  a  foreign  government,  and  it  is  well 
enough  to  preach  that  we  have  done  this  thing 
and  should  not  revoke  it.  Two  wrongs  do  not 
make  a  right.  If  we  have  done  wrong,  let  that 
American  independence  that  has  always  pre- 
dominated in  the  people  of  this  city— cherishing 
the  memory  of  Winthrop,  Adams,  and  others 
who  have  fought  for  the  preservation  of  this 
country— lead  us  to  retract  what  we  have  done 
and  do  our  duty  to  the  city  and  the  State. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  rise  to  say  a  few  words  on 
this  matter.  I  hadn't  proposed  to  say  anything 
in  regard  to  this  Faneuil  Hall  affair,  but  I  have 
feelings  in  this  matter  the  same  as  every  other 
man  lias.  There  is  no  man  at  this  Board  who  is 
more  thankful  to,  or  who  has  received  more 
benefit  from  this  good  old  city  than  the  humble 
individual  who  is  now  addressing  vou,  and  there 
isn't  another  man  in  this  hall  who  has  received 
more  cuffs  and  buffs  from  the  government  of 
England  than  your  humble  servant.  I  have  re- 
ceived every  advantage  here,  and  I  have  always 
detested  the  government  of  Great  Britain.  I 
know  that  the  sentiments  of  people  throughout 
Boston  have  been  in  opposition  to  the  granting 
of  this  permission,  and  there  is  perhaps  hardly 
a  citizen  here  who  advocates  it.  The  people  of 
Boston  generally  regret,  perhaps,  that  we  gave 
a  permit  for  the  hall  to  be  used  for  such  an  oc- 
casion, but  as  we  have  committed  ourselves,  it 
is.  perhaps,  better  to  let  it  stand.  I  think  so, 
myself.  I  have  been  a  member  of  the  British 
Charitable  Association  for  nearly  10  years,  al- 
though I  have  attended  but  two  of  its  meetings. 
I  joined  it  for  the  specific  purpose  of  assisting— 
as  people  of  different  nationalities  do  for  their 
countrymen— the  indigent  coming  here  from 
England  and  those  suffering  from  poverty,  to 
return  to  their  homes,  or  in  some  manner  to 
assist  them  in  business.  That  is  all  I  have  had 
to  do  with  the  society,  and  no  one  can  gainsay 
that  some  of  the  most  estimable  men  in  Boston 
belong  to  that  organization.  But  had  I  been 
consulted  in  any  manner,  or  had  I  a  vote  to  give 
when  that  committee  met  to  engage  the  hall,  I 
should  most  certainly  have  been  in  favor  of 
recommending  that  they  should  not  do  so.  But 
it  was  done.  I  am  here,  a  member  of  that  or- 
ganization, as  I  have  said,  for  10  years,  and  I 
have  never  received  notice,  either  from  the 
secretary  or  any  of  the  members,  that  they  pro- 
posed to  have  any  meeting  there  at  all.  I  have 
not  been  thought  of  sufficient  consequence  to  be 
noticed ;  whether  it  is  an  oversight  or  not  I  don't 


know.  But  I  think,  gentlemen  of  the  Board,  we 
shall  commit  no  error  in  carrying  out  what  we 
first  did ;  but  we  shall  gain  more  friends,  for  the 
sentiments  of  those  opposed  to  it  are  spread  far 
and  near,  and  such  a  thing  will  very  likely  not 
happen  again.  But  at  this  late  hour,  when  pro- 
vision and  preparation  for  this  occasion  have 
been  made,  and  where  many  large  taxpayers, 
gentlemen  whom  I  am  sure  you  all  respect,  are 
interested,  and  intend  to  meet  and  dine— it  does 
not  so  specify,  but  we  all  know  what  it  means — 
I  will  say  that,  although  I  am  opposed  totally  to 
the  government  of  England  and  always  was,  for 
I  was  a  Chartist  when  I  was  a  young  man,  we 
should  not  now  recede  from  our  action.  I  have 
remembrances  of  that  noble  woman  who  has, 
during  all  her  life,  been  such  an  honor  and 
credit  to  the  queens  of  Europe,  and  I  am  obliged 
to  acknowledge  that  as  a  mother  and  a  woman 
— not  speaking  of  her  as  a  queen— she  has  been 
an  ornament  to  the  world. 

A  voice  in  the  audience— That  is  a  question. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  hope  the  gag  law  will  not 
be  enforced,  but  that  everybody  will  have  full 
liberty  to  express  his  sentiments. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  will  remind  the 
gentlemen  in  the  audience  that  they  must  re- 
main quiet,  for,  if  they  do  not,  the  Chair  will  be 
obliged  to  order  the  space  for  spectators  cleared. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  am  perfectly  willing  to 
listen  while  any  gentleman  expresses  his  own 
sentiments,  and  if  they  do  not  agree  with  mine, 
I  have  nothing  to  do  with  that. 

Aid.  Carroll— Do  you  think  I  made  that  re- 
mark? 

Aid.  Bromwich— No,  sir,  you  did  not.  You 
spoke  well.  You  spoke  what  would  very  proba- 
bly be  my  own  sentiments  were  I  in  your  place. 
But  I  have  a  feeling  in  this  matter.  I  love  the 
old  hedgerows,  and  let  me  say  that  the  men  I 
associated  witli  in  my  native  land  are  the  first 
and  foremost  in  the  cause  of  Ireland.  Yet  if 
you  were  to  lift  one  finger  there  against  her 
majesty  as  a  woman  they  would  be  against  us. 
I  am  acquainted  with  the  names  of  several  of 
the  gentlemen  who  put  in  that  petitition,  and  I 
know  many  of  them  to  be  first  and  foremost  in 
the  cause  of  Ireland.  So,  if  you  take  the  action 
you  propose  you  are  really  injuring  the  cause. 
I  agree  with  the  alderman  who  has  said  that 
Faneuil  Hall  should  never  be  used  in  any  cause 
but  that  of  liberty.  But  what  we  have  done  has 
been  done,  and  do  not  let  us  undo  it  at  this  late 
hour. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  for  one  do  not  desire  to  de- 
prive the  gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat 
of  admiring,  loving  and  respecting  his  native 
land  and  the  queen  who  has  been  its  ruler,  but 
he  must  not  deprive  ine  of  the  right,  by  my 
voice  and  vote,  to  respect  the  American  mothers 
of  this  country,  whose  children  have  gone  be- 
fore, not  only  in  the  late  war  but  in  the  war 
that  established  liberty  throughout  this  entire 
country  and  made  liberty  and  brotherhood 
recognized  throughout  the  entire  world.  They 
also  deserve  something;  and  I  am  very  glad  the 
alderman  has  admitted  that  I  am  speaking  the 
truth.  I  was,  until  that  admission  had  been 
made,  going  to  read  to  the  Board  some 
things  the  Board  of  Aldermen  did  years 
ago.  When  they  thought  they  had  done 
wrong  they  had  manhood  enough  and 
American  truthfulness  and  hardihood  enough,— 
or  if  they  didn't  have  it  when  they  came  here 
they  drew  the  inspiration  from  the  land  itself.— 
to  correct  that  wrong  and  admit  that  they  did 
wrong  by  doing  what  was  right.  I  suppose  the 
vote  will  stand  six  to  six,  but  I,  for  one,  propose 
to  allow  myself  to  vote  for  the  measure ;  but  I 
for  one  propose  to  go  down  and  let  those  who 
will  follow  me  in  years  to  come  have  this  to 
say,  that  at  one  time  when  such  desecration 
wras  attempted,  there  was  at  least  one  member 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  who  opposed  it,  and 
five  others  stood  up  with  him  and  voted  against 
it.  I  believe  I  speak  the  sentiments,  not  only  of 
the  people  of  my  district,  but  of  the  entire  city. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 
Aid.  Carroll  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  order  was  rejected  ;  yeas  six,  nays  six : 

Yeas— Aid.  Carroll,  Donovan,  Maguire,  Mc 
Laughlin,  Lee.  Sullivan— 6. 

Nays— Aid.  Allen,  Bromwich,  Capen,  Haynes, 
N.  G.  Smith,  C.  W.  Smith-6. 

PAVING   REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 
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Reports  and  orders  for  the  construction  of 
brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  estates,  as  follows: 

M.  P.  Curtis,  and  others,  northerly  and  east- 
erly sides  of  Mti  Pleasant  avenue,  from  forest 
street  to  Vine  street. 

Otis  D.  Dana,  Fifth  street,  between  N  and  O 
streets. 

Louisa  Ferguson,  121  K  street. 

George  B.  Darrow,  22  Sargent  street,  Ward  20. 

Elizabeth  A.  Murphy,  92  Walnut  avenue. 

Foredg'estones  in  front  of  estates  as  follows: 

Larkin  Dunton,  and  others,  6,  S,  10  and  12  Ash- 
ford  street,  Ward  25. 

Mary  F.  Pangs,  Carson  street. 

Larkin  Dunton,  and  others,  Pratt  street,  Ward 
25. 

Ada  Hammond,  75  Gardner  street,  Ward  25. 

For  edgestones  and  brick  sidewalk  in  front  of 
the  estate  of  Daniel  Vetter,  1584  Tremont  street. 

Report  accepted ;  orders  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Reports  recommending  that  permits  be  granted 
upon  the  usual  condititions  for  the  moving  of 
wooden  buildings  as  follows: 

John  Quirk,  from  Washington  street,  Ward  23, 
to  Hyde  Park  avenue.  Ward  23. 

William  R.  Cavanagh,  from  Autumn  street, 
Ward  23,  to  Talbot  avenue,  Ward  24. 

Reports  accepted,  and  permits  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

Reports  and  orders  as  follows: 

That  Pratt  street,  Ward  25,  be  graded  and  put 
in  proper  condition  for  public  travel,  the  amount 
of  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
paving. 

That  Third  street,  between  I  and  K  streets,  be 
macadamized  and  put  in  order,  and  that  edge- 
stones  be  set  thereon,  the  amount  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  paving. 

That  permission  be  granted  Myers  Bros,  to 
hoist  merchandise  into  the  fourth  story  of 
building  on  Friend  street,  corner  of  115  Hanover 
street,  under  Section  1  of  Chapter  7  of  the  stand- 
ing regulations  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

That  a  license  be  granted  C.  H.  Hayden,  the 
owner  of  estate  numbered  230  West  Newton 
street,  to  construct  and  maintain  two  iron  grat- 
ings in  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  basement  win- 
dows of  said  estate,  upon  the  usual  condi- 
tions. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

POLICE  MATTERS. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Police : 

Salaries  of  Superintendent,   and    Other   Police. 
Officers. 

The  Committee  on  Police,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred by  the  Common  Council,  the  ordinance 
to  amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1885,  so  as  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  super- 
intendent and  deputy  superintendent  of  police, 
the  superintendent's  clerk,  the  property  clerk 
and  the  assistant  inspectors  of  police,  having 
considered  the  subject,  respectfully  report  that 
the  ordinance  ought  to  pass.  The  ordinance 
has  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances and  the  form  approved  by  them  as  re- 
quired by  the  joint  rules. 

Following  is  the  ordinance: 
An  Ordinance 
To  amend  Chapter  0  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1885. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1885  is  hereby  amended  in  Section  1  in  the 
clause  rel  ting  to  the  salary  of  the  superinten- 
dent of  police  by  inserting  after  the  word  "thou- 
sand" the  words  "five  hundred";  in  the  clause 
relating  to  the  salary  of  the  deputy  superin- 
tendent of  police  by  striking  out  the  word 
"three"  and  inserting'  in  place  thereof  the  word 
"seven" ;  in  the  clause  relating  to  the  salary  of 
the  clerk  to  the  superintendent  of  police  by 
striking  out  the  words  "one  thousand  five  hun- 
dred" and  substituting  in  place  thereof  the 
words  "two  thousand";  in  the  clause  relating  to 
the  salary  of  the  property  clerk  of  the  Police 
Department  by  striking  out  the  words  "one 
thousand  five  hundred"  and  substituting  in 
place  thereof  the  words  "two  thousand" ;  and  in 
the  clause  relating  to  the  salaries  of  the  assist- 
ant inspectors  of  police  by  striking  out  the 
words  "three  dollars  a  day  each"  and  substitu- 
ting in  place  thereof  the  word  "and". 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  ordinance 


read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  and 
put  upon  its  passage. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Allen  the  ordinance  was 
specially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  and 
ordered  printed. 

Salary  of  Chief  inspector  of  Police. 

The  Committee  on  Police,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred by  the  Common  Council,  the  ordinance 
to  amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1885,  so  as  to  increase  the  salarv  of  the  chief 
inspector  of  police,  having  considered  the  sub- 
ject, respectfully  report  that  the  ordinance 
ought  to  pass.  The  ordinance  has  been  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  and  the  form 
approved  by  them  as  required  by  the  joint  rules. 

An  Ordinance 
To  Amend  Chapter  0  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1885. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Chapter  0  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1885  is  hereby  amended  in  Section  1  in  the 
clause  relating  to  the  salary  of  the  chief  inspec- 
tor of  the  Police  Department  by  inserting  the 
words  "live  hundred"  after  the  word  "thou- 
sand" in  said  clause. 

Report  accepted,  ordinance  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

Inspector  of  Pawnbrokers. 

The  Committee  on  Police,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred  by  the  Common  Council  the  ordinance  to 
amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of 
1885,  so  as  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  inspector 
of  (pawnbrokers,  having  considered  the  subject, 
respectfully  report  that  the  ordinance  ought  to 
pass.  The  ordinance  has  been  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  and  approved  by 
them  as  to  form,  as  required  by  the  joint  rules. 

An  Ordinance 
To  amend'  Chapter  G  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1885. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Chapter  0  of  the  Revised  Ordin- 
ances of  1885  is  hereby  amended  in  Section  1  by 
striking  out  the  clause  relating  to  the  salary  of 
the  inspector  of  pawnbrokers.! 

Report  accepted,  ordinance  passed   under   a 
suspension  of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 
Railroad  Police. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Police,  on  the  part  of  this 
Board,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petition  of 
the  Old  Colony  Railroad  Company  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  railroad  police,  with  instructions 
to  obtain  the  opinion  of  the  corporation  coun- 
sel as  to  who  has  the  appointment  of  such  of- 
ficials, and  also  the  petition  of  the  Boston  & 
Albany  Railroad  Company,  the  Boston,  Revere 
Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  Company,  and  the  New 
York  &  New  England  Railroad  Company,  sever- 
ally asking  for  the  appointment  of  railroad 
police,  respectfully  submit  herewith,  in  compli- 
ance with  their  instructions,  the  accompanying 
opinion  of  the  corporation  counsel  upon  the  sub- 
ject. And  in  view  of  the  said  opinion  the  com- 
mittee recommend  that  the  petitioners  have 
leave  to  withdraw : 

Corporation  Counsel's  Office,  ( 
14  Beacon  Street,  June  18,  1887.   1 
To  the  Committee  on  Police  on  the  part  of  the 

Board  of  Aldermen. 

Gentlemen, — In  answer  to  your  request  I  have 
to  say  that  the  appointment  of  railroad  police 
officers  is,  in  my  opinion,  vested  in  the  Board  of 
Police. 

Under  the  "General  Railroad  Act"  (Sts.  of 
1874,  chapter  372),  which  was  a  revision  and 
consolidation  of  the  general  laws  relating  to 
railroads,  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  a  city 
were  authorized  to  appoint  such  police  officers; 
and  this  law  applied  to  Boston  until  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Board  of  Police  Commissioners  un- 
der chapter  244  of  the  acts  of  1878,  which 
on  section  six  has  this  provision:  "The  ap- 
pointment of  railroad  police  in  the  city 
of  Boston,  as  authorized  under  the  provi- 
sions of  chapter  372  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1874, 
shall  bo  made  by  the  said  police  commission- 
ers." Afterwards  the  act  establishing  the 
Board  of  Police,  (Statutes  of  1885,  chapter  323), 
provided  that  "all  the  powers  now  vested  in  the 
Board  of  Police  Commissioners  in  said  city  of 
Boston,  by  the  statutes  of  the  Commonwealth', 
or  by  the  ordinances,  bylaws,  rules  and  regula- 
tions of  said  city,  except  as  otherwise  hereby 
provided,  are  hereby  conferred  upon  and  vested 
in  said  Board  of  Police."     There  has  been  no 
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other  change  in  the  law  affecting  the  appoint- 
ment of  railroad  police. 

The  only  suggestion  opposed  to  this  view  is 
that  the  enactment  of  the  Public  Statutes  in 
1881,  in  which  the  provisions  of  the  general  rail- 
road act  of  1874,  above  referred  to,  were  re- 
enacted,  repealed  by  implication  the  provisions 
of  the  special  law  relating  to  the  city  of  Boston. 
The  answer  to  this  is  plain.  The  purpose  of  the 
Public  Statutes  was  to  consolidate  and  arrange 
the  general  laws  then  in  force.  No  revision  or 
repeal  of  special  laws  was  contemplated.  "The 
Public  Statutes  were  intended,"  says  Mr.  Justice 
Devens  in  Pratt  v.  Street  Commissioners  of  Bos- 
ton, 139  Mass.  563,  "to  be  only  a  consolidation 
and  arrangement  of  the  statutes  as  they  were 
then  in  force,  and  it  was  the  effort  of  the  com- 
missioners to  condense  into  as  concise  a  form  as 
was  consistent  with  clear  expression  the  will  of 
the  Legislature  as  embodied  in  them,  and  so  to 
express  them  that  no  existing  rights  should  be 
changed," 

As  to  the  effect  of  general  legislation  upon  a 
special  law.  where  there  is  no  express  repeal 
of  the  latter,  Chief  Justice  Shaw,  in  Brown  v. 
Lowell,  8  Met.  175,  says :  "It  would  be  a  question 
depending  upon  a  careful  comparison  of  the  two 
acts  and  the  objects  intended  to  be  accom- 
plished, whether  the  general  act  must  be  deemed 
an  implied  repeal  of  the  special  prior  acts.  In 
general,  we  should  think  it  would  require  pretty 
strong  terms  in  the  general  act  showing  that  it 
was  intended  to  supercede  the  special  acts  in 
order  to  hold  it  to  be  such  a  repeal." 

Now  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Statutes  in 
regard  to  the  appointment  of  railroad  police  are 
the  same  as  those  of  the  acts  of  1874,  as  amend- 
ed by  chapter  90  of  the  acts  of  1878.  The  mere  re- 
enactment  of  these  provisions  did  not  change  the 
law.  The  general  law  governing  such  appoint- 
ments in  cities  and  towns  was  restated,  but  the 
special  law  relating  to  Boston  was  not  expressly 
repealed,  and  there  is  no  intimation  in  the  re- 
port of  the  commissioners,  the  committees  of 
the  Legislature,  or  otherwise,  that  any  change 
therein  was  intended.  On  the  contrary,  the 
Legislature  expressly  declared  that  "the  pro- 
visions of  the  Public  Statutes,  so  far  as  they  are 
the  same  as  those  of  existing  laws,  shall  be  con- 
sidered a  continuation  of  such  laws  and  not  as 
new  enactments"  (Public  Statutes,  chapter  223, 
section  2);  and  further  on  in  the  same  section, 
"references  in  laws  not  repealed  to  provisions  of 
law  which  are  revised  and  re-enacted  herein, 
shall  be  considered  as  applying  to  such  pro- 
visions as  are  so  incorporated  in  the  Public 
Statutes."  It  will  be  here  observed  that  the 
special  law  of  1874  (from  which  I  have  quoted), 
giving  the  power  of  appointment  to  the  Board 
of  Police  Commissioners,  refers  directly  to  the 
provisions  of  chapter  372  of  the  acts  of  1874, 
which  is  one  of  the  laws  "revised  and  re- 
enacted"  in  the  Public  Statutes. 

In  examining  this  question  I  have  seen  an 
opinion,  given  by  the  Assistant  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, that  this  power  of  appointment  is  vested 
in  the  mayor  and  aldermen ;  but,  after  giving 
the  matter  careful  consideration,  I  am  unable 
to  agree  with  him  in  that  opinion. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
E.  P.  Nettleton,  Corporation  Counsel. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

STABLES. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health  (Aid.),  recommending  that 
leave  be  granted  upon  the  usual  conditions  to 
occupy  stables  as  follows : 

Johnson  &  Co.,  proposed  brick,  50  horses,  H 
street,  between  Second  and  Third  streets,  Ward 
14. 

Amelia  Willwerth,  new  wooden,  one  horse, 
Mozart  street,  off  Lamartine  street,  Ward  23. 

W.  D.  Vinal,  proposed  brick,  125  horses,  Scotia 
street,  Ward  11. 

Mrs.  Louisa  Ripley,  proposed  wooden,  two 
horses  and  one  cow,  Sanford  street,  Ward  24. 

William  Gilligan,  new  brick,  12  horses,  Me- 
chanic street,  near  Madison  court,  Ward  22. 

Reports  accepted  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

LICENSES. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  submitted  reports  from  tho 
Committee  on  Licenses,  recommending  the 
granting  on  the  usual  conditions,  of  minors' 
licenses  to  12  newsboys,  five  bootblacks  and 
three  peddlers. 


Reports  accepted,  licenses  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  presented  a  petition  from 
James  Grant,  that  a  license  be  granted  him  to 
exhibit  at  Horticultural  Hall  for  the  season  end- 
ing Aug.  1,  1887,  the  painting,  "Christ  before 
Pilate." 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Licenses. 

The  same  alderman  presented  a  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Licenses  recommending  the 
granting  of  the  above  petition. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  asked  if  the  painting  is  not 
on  exhibition  now? 

Aid.  McLaugalin  said  the  petitioner  supposed 
that  Horticultural  Hall  was  licensed  for  the  en- 
tire season  the  same  as  other  places,  and  when 
shown  that  it  was  not,  Mr.  Grant  applied  for  a 
license. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  license 
granted  tin  the  usual  conditions. 

REPORTS  FROM  THE  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

The  chairman  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Finance  Committee  : 

New  Bridge  to  Cambridge. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  would  respect- 
fully recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompany- 
ing order: 

Ordered.  That  the  Commissioners  on  the  New 
Bridge  to  Cambridge  be  authorized  to  expend 
the  balance  of  the  appropriation  for  "new  bridge 
to  Cambridge"  in  making  preliminary  surveys 
and  plans. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— How  much  is  the  balance? 

The  Caairman— Three  hundred  and  eight  dol- 
lars. It  was  formerly  in  the  hands  of  a  commit- 
tee ;  this  is  to  transfer  it  to  the  commissioners. 

The  report  was  accepted,  order  passed  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 
Care  of  Flags,  Ropes,  Etc. 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  communication  from  the  Board  of 
Police,  transmitted  bv  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  in 
relation  to  the  care  of  flags,  ropes,  etc.,  belong- 
ing to  the  city,  having  considered  the  subject, 
respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
companying order  and  ordinance.  The  ordi- 
nance has  been  transmitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances  and  the  form  approved,  as  re- 
quired by  the  joint  rules. 

Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  be  authorized 
to  transfer  the  sum  of  $1390.26  from  the  appro- 
priation for  police  to  a  special  appropriation,  to 
be  known  as  flags,  ropes  and  stakes,  said  appro- 
priation to  be  under  the  control  of  the  city 
auditor. 

An  ordinance 
In  Relation  to  the  Care  and  Custody  of  City 

Flags,  Ropes  and  Stakes : 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Sectiou  1.  The  city  messenger  shall  have  the 
care  and  custody  of  the  flags  belonging  to  City 
Hall. 

Sec.  2.  The  superintendent  of  public  buildings 
shall  have  the  care  and  custody  of  the  flags  be- 
longing to  Faneuil  Hall,  the  Old  State  House 
anclCity  Hall,  Charlestown. 

Sec.  3.  The  superintendent  of  the  Common 
and  public  grounds  shall  have  the  care  and  cus- 
tody of  the  flags,  ropes  and  stakes  belonging  to 
the  Common  and  other  public  grounds. 

Sec.  4.  The  city  flags  shall  be  displayed  at  the 
request  of  the  mayor,  or  when  so  ordered  by  the 
City  Council. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule ;  yeas  11,  nays  0. 

The  ordinance  was  passed  under  a  suspension 
of  the  rule. 

Sent  down. 

Salaries  of  Sealers. 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  6  of  the 
Revised  Ordinances  of  1885,  so  as  to  increase  the 
salaries  of  the  deputy  sealers  of  weights  and 
measures,  having  considered  the  subject,  re- 
spectfully report  that  in  their  opinion  the  ordi- 
nance ought  not  to  pass. 

Report  accepted,  and  said  ordinance  indefi- 
nitely postponed,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Capen. 

Sent  down. 

Cushman  Schoolhouse. 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  communication  from  the  superinten- 
dent of  public  buildings,  asking  for  an  addi- 
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tional  appropriation  of  $3000  for  certain  improve- 
ments in  theCnslnnan  Schoolhouse,  having  con- 
sidered the  subject,  respectfully  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  following  order : 

Ordered,  That  city  auditor  he  authorized  to 
transfer  the  sum  of  $3000  from  the  reserved  fund 
to  the  appropriation  for  Cushman  Schoolhouse, 
heating  apparatus,  and  removal  of  water 
closets. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule,  yeas  11,  nays  0. 

Sent  down. 

STREET  WIDENINGS— PROPOSED  TRANSFER. 

Aid.  Haynes  offered  an  order— That  the  city 
auditor  be  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  ap- 
propriation for  library  building,  Dartmouth 
street,  to 

Tufts-street  extension §110.000 

Widening  Essex  street '  125,000 

Widening  Kneeland  street 130,000 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS  TO  BE  CONSTRUCTED. 

Aid.  Allen  offered  an  order— That  the  city 
architect,  under  the  direction  of  His  Honor  the 
Mayor,  be  directed  to  proceed  at  once  with  the 
erection  of  the  High  Schoolhouse,  Roxbury; 
Grammar  Schoolhouse,  South  Boston  :  Horace 
Mann  Schootiiouse,  Newbury  street,  and  the 
building  for  outpatients  at  the  City  Hospital, 
and  all  expenses  thereof  to  be  charged  to  the 
special  appropriations  made  therefor. 

Referred  to  Committee  of  Finance. 

FENCE  AROUND  WORCESTER  SQUARE. 

Aid.  Allen  offered  an  order— That  the  super- 
intendent of  Common,  under  the  direction  of 
His  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  authorized  to  sell  the 
iron  fence  around  Worcester  square,  the  pro- 
ceeds to  be  paid  to  the  city  collector. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Common,  etc. 

STONY  BROOK  IMPROVEMENT. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  an  order— That  the  city  treas- 
urer be  authorized  to  borrow  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars  (§500,000),  the  certifi- 
cates for  which  shall  be  denominated  on  their 
face  "Stony  Brook  Improvement  Scrip,"  which 
sum  is  hereby  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of 
land,  payment  of  damages,  and  the  construction 
of  the  proposed  new  channel  tor  Stony  brook,  as 
authorized  by  Chapter  428  of  the  acts  of  1887, 
and  the  superintendent  of  sewers,  under  the  di- 
rection of  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  is  hereby  au- 
thorized to  make  settlements  for  damages  occa- 
sioned by  the  takings,  and  to  construct  the  said 
channel  substantially  in  accordanee  with  the 
plan  of  the  commissioners,  as  laid  down  in  their 
report  to  the  City  Council  of  1880. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

WHARF  FOR  PAVING  DEPARTMENT. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  an  order— That  His  Honor  the 
Mayor  be  authorized  to  select  and  purchase  a 
wharf  for  the  use  of  the  Paving  Department ; 
the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  special  appro- 
priation for  wharf,  Paving  Department. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Aid. 
Lee  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  down. 

CAMBRIDGE-STREET  BRIDGE,  ALLSTON. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  an  order— That  His  Honor 
the  Mayor  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  in 
the  name  and  behalf  of  the  city,  to  enter  into 
and  execute  an  indenture  with  the  Boston  & 
Albany  Railroad  Company  whereby  the  city 
shall  agree  to  construct  a  bridge  over  the  loca- 
tion of  said  railroad  in  Cambridge  street,  Allston, 
in  the  manner  shown  on  a  plan  made  by  Wil- 
liam Jackson,  city  engineer,  dated  May  9, 1887, 
and  deposited  in  the  office  of  said  city  engineer ; 
and  whereby  said  railroad  company  shall  con- 
vey to  the  city  a  strip  of  land  on  the  northerly 
side  of  said  Cambridge  street,  containing  2018 
square  feet  more  or  less,  as  shown  on  said  plan, 
for  the  purpose  of  widening  said  street,  and 
shall  release  the  city  from  ali  claims  for  dam- 
ages on  account  of  said  widening  and  the  con- 
struction of  said  bridge ;  and  shall  also  grant  to 
the  city  the  right  to  enter  upon  and  forever  to 
use  two  strips  or  parcels  of  land  within  the  loca 
tion  of  said  railroad,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
structing thereon  piers,  abutments,  and  steps 
for  said  bridge,  one  of  said  parcels  containing 
about  120C  square  feet,  and  the  other  about  215 
square  feet,  and  shown  and  colored  red  on  said 
plan ;  and  shall  also  agree  to  pay  to  said  city 


the  sum  of  $40,000  towards  the  cost  of  said  bridge 
and  its  approaches ;  such  indenture  to  be  satis- 
factory to  the  corporation  counsel. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Sent 
down. 

REPAVING  OF  A  STREET. 

Aid.  Carroll  offered  an  order— That  the  su- 
perintendent of  streets  be  directed  to  repave  A 
street,  from  the  New  York  &  New  England  rail- 
road to  First  street,  the  expense  to  be  charged 
to  the  special  appropriation  therefor. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Aid.  Carroll  offered  an  order— That  the  city 
auditor  be  authorized  to  transfer  the  unex- 
pended balance  of  Linden-park  street  special 
appropriation  to  a  special  appropriation  for  re- 
pairing A  street,  from  New  York  &  New  Eng- 
land railroad  to  First  street. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance,  on  motion 
of  Aid.  N.  G.  Smith. 

STONE  EDGING  ON  FROG  POND, 

Ou  motion  of  Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  the  Board  took 
from  the  table.  No.  8,  viz: 

Communication  from  His  Honor  the  Mayor, 
transmitting  communication  from  Snpterinten- 
dent  Doogue  in  relation  to  stone  edging  around 
the  Frog  Pond.    (City  Doc.  99.) 

Sent  down. 

Aid.  C.  W  Smith  offered  an  order— That  the 
superintendent  of  Common  be  authorized  to 
repair  and  put  in  order  the  stone  edging  to  the 
Frog  Pond  on  the  Common,  at  an  expense  not 
exceeding  the  sum  of  $500,  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  incidentals. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  aldermanic 
and  joint  rules.    Sent  down. 

NEW  CAMBRIDGE  BRIDGE  LOAN. 

Aid.  Lee  called  up  the  special  assignment, 
viz.: 

7.  Order  that  the  city  treasurer  be  authorized 
to  borrow  the  sum  of  $250,000  to  meet  the  city's 
share  of  the  expense  of  building  the  new  bridge 
to  Cambridge,  as  required  by  Chapter  282  of  the 
Acts  of  1887 ;  the  certificates  of  indebtedness  to 
be  known  as  the  "New  Cambridge  Bridge 
Loan,"  and  to  he  coupon  bonds  of  the  amount 
of  $1000  each,  payable  (A)  in  gold  in  30  years, 
bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  3V2  per  cent  per 
annum,  payable  semi-annually.  Passed  in 
Board  of  Aldermen  May  31,  reconsideration  re- 
fused June  7,  and  sent  down  for  concurrence. 
Came  back  with  this  endorsement:  "Concurred 
with  this  amendment:  at  (A)  strike  out  'in 
gold.'  "    Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

The  question  was  on  concurring  with  the 
Council  in  the  amendment. 

Aid.  Lee— I  move  that  when  the  vote  is  taken 
it  be  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Aid.  Allen— Some  three  or  four  weeks  ago 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  by  a  unanimous 
vote,  reported  two  orders,  one  for  a  loan  of 
$400,000.  the  proceeds  to  be  applied  to  the  pay- 
ments for  park  lands  already  purchased,  and 
the  other  is  the  order  now  before  us.  The  terms 
of  those  orders  were  precisely  alike — pavable  in 
gold.  The  order  for  $400,000  has  passed  both 
branches  of  the  city  government,  and,  I  pre- 
sume, has  received  the  sanction  of  His  Honor 
the  Mayor.  This  order  remained  in  this  Board 
for  a  week,  was  then  passed  and  sent  to  the  other 
branch,  and  they  have  seen  fit  to  amend  it  by 
striking  out  the  provision  that  the  payment  shall 
be  in  gold.  Now,  sir,  in  the  Finance  Committee, 
these  words  were  inserted  because  it  was  be- 
lieved, I  think,  by  *all  the  members  of  that 
committee,  that  the  loan  would  be  more  favor- 
ably received,  and  bring  a  high  price  in  the 
market,  if  those  words,  "m  gold,"  were  inserted. 
For  myself  I  may  say  that,  after  consultation 
with  several  gentlemen  in  the  habit  of  buying 
bonds  of  this  character,  I  am  well  assured,  and 
I  fully  believe  that  bonds  written  in  that  way 
will  bring  a  higher  price  in  the  market  than  if 
the  words  "in  gold"  are  omitted  >  and,  for  one,  I 
wish  to  say  to  the  public  that  the  city  of  Boston 
proposes  to  pay  its  debts  in  the  best  currency 
known  in  the  world— to  pay  them  in  gold.  I 
suppose  that  there  are,  perhaps,  some  gentlemen 
in  the  city  government  who  anticipate  that 
there  will  be  a  time  when  gold  will  be  at  a 
premium,  when  they  will  avail  themselves  of 
an  opportunity  to  pay  in  a  depreciated  currency. 
I  do  not  look  forward  to  such  a  day.  I  know 
that  today,  if  we  sell  bonds,  we  can  receive  the 
money  in  gold  by  asking  for  it.  1  desire  that, 
when  we  pay  this  debt,  the  parties  who  hold  the 
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bonds  may  have  the  previlege  of  having  them 
paid  in  the  same  currency  which  they  pay  for 
them.  I  hope  that  this  Board  will  not  concur 
with  the  Council  in  the  amendment  which  they 
have  adopted,  and  I  move  as  an  amendment 
that  the  Board  adhere  to  its  former  action.  I 
am  perfectly  willing  that  the  yeas  and  nays 
shall  be  called. 

Aid.  Lee— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I  would 
like  to  ask  if,  after  the  yeas  and  nays  are  called, 
any  member  can  offer  an  amendment? 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  will  rule  that  the 
amendment  is  in  order,  because  by  a  rule  of 
this  Board  any  member  can  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  at  any  stage.  Although  the  yeas  and 
nays  had  been  called  for.  and  the  Chair  had 
directed  the  clerk  to  call  the  roll,  the  Chair 
recognized  Aid.  Allen,  and  he  addressed  the 
Board,  and  no  alderman  objected.  Aid.  Allen 
now  moves  to  amend  by  moving  that  this 
Board  adhere  to  its  former  action,  and  asks  for 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  motion  to  adhere  to  the  former  action  of 
of  the  Board  was  lost ;  yeas  6,  nays  6 : 

Yeas— Aid.  Allen,  Bromwich,  Capen,  Carroll, 
Donovan,  Haynes— 6. 

Nays— Aid.  Lee,  Maguire,  McLaughlin.  N.  G. 
Smith,  C.  W.  Smith,  Sullivan— 6. 

The  Chairman — The  question  is  now  upon 
concurring  with  the  Common  Council  in  the 
passage  of  the  amendment. 

Aid.  Carroll  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  and 
the  Board  refused  to  concur :  yeas  6,  nays  6 : 

Yeas— Aid.  Lee,  Maguire,  McLaughlin,  N.  G. 
Smith,  C.  W.  Smith,  Sullivan— 6. 

Nays— Aid.  Allen,  Bromwich,  Capen,  Carroll, 
Donovan,  Haynes— 6. 

The  Chairman— Wh at  is  the  pleasure  of  the 
Board? 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  move  that  further  action 
be  laid  over. 

The  Chairman— Aid.  Lee  moves  that  a  com- 
mittee of  conference  be  appointed. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— If  it  is  in  order  I  move  to 
send  that  loan  to  Cambridge. 

Aid.  Allen— We  have  non-concurred  with 
the  other  branch.  It  seems  to  me  the  only  thing 
to  do  is  to  send  it  back  to  that  branch  with  the 


statement  that  we  have  non-concurred.  Did  I 
understand  you  to  say,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the 
alderman  had  made  a  motion  for  a  committee 
of  conference? 

The  Chairman — Yes,  sir. 

Aid.  Allen — If  he  has  made  that  motion  I 
have  nothing  to  say. 

It  was  voted  to  appoint  a  committee  of  confer- 
ence, and  Aid.  Allen,  Carroll  and  Haynes  were 
appointed. 

Sent  down. 

FRUIT  STAND  IN  FRONT  OF  COURT  HOUSE. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  offered  an  order— That  per  - 
mission  be  hereby  granted  to  Frederick  W. 
Bacheller  to  occupy  a  stand  for  the  sale  of  fruit 
and  confectionery  in  front  of  the  court  house, 
during  the  present  year,  subject  to  revocation 
at  any  time  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  County  Buildings. 

FREE  CONCERTS. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  an  order— That  the  bills  for 
advertising  for  proposals  for  music  for  free  con- 
certs, amounting  to  $30.29,  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  advertising. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule ;  sent 
down. 

TERRACE-STREET  PAVING. 

Aid.  Maguire  offered  an  order— That  the 
superintendent  of  streets  be  directed  to  pave 
Terrace  street  with  granite  blocks,  the  expense 
of  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
paving. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Paving. 

REPORT  CALLED  FOR. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  wish  to  give  notice  that 
at  the  next  meeting  I  shall  call  for  a  report 
from  the  Committee  on  Electric  AVires  as  to 
what  they  are  doing  in  regard  to  putting  the 
wires  underground.  Iu  view  of  the  fact  that  a 
child  living  in  the  fifth  district,  in  Ward  16,  has 
been  killed  while  chasing  a  ball,  I  think  it  is 
due  to  the  public  that  the  committee  should 
make  a  repoit  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

Adjourned  at  6.51  P.M.,  on  motion  of  Aid. 
Allen. 
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Special  Meeting  of  the  Common  Council. 


Thursday-,  June  23, 1887.  _ 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Common  Council 
at  7.30  P.M.,  President  Barry  in  the  chair. 

By  direction  of  the  President  the  roll  was 
called  with  the  following  result: 

Present  —  Atwood.  Barry,  Blume,  Burr,  Car- 
stensen.  Chamberlain,  Cochran.  Coleman, 
Coyle,  Davern,  Desmond.  Dewev,  Dolan.  Fish- 
er, Foss,  Fowler,  Frost,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez, 
Haves.  Kelley,  Ladd,  Lattimore,  Lauten  Leary. 
McEnanev.  McKenna,  McNary,  F.  Morison,  F. 
R.  Morrison,  J.  Murphy,  J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H. 
Murphy,  Norton,  O'Mealev,  Perkins.  Richards, 
Sanger,  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sulli- 
van. Sundberg,  Teevens,  Tracy,  Tuttle,  Whall, 
Whitmore— 47. 

Absent— Bowman,  Carroll,  Clark,  Connolly, 
Duggan.  Dunn.  Fottler,  -I.  Gallagher.  Haggerty, 
Harrington,  Keliher,  Kennedy,  Light,  Ma- 
honey.  Nunan.  Perry,  C.  C.  Powers,  E.  J.  Pow- 
ers, Reilly,  Shaw,  Short,  Snow,  Thaver,  Web- 
ster, Wilson— 25. 

DRAFT  OF  CITY   CHARTER. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  be  instructed  to  pre- 
pare a  new  draft  of  the  city  charter,  to  contain 
only  the  provisions  of  existing  laws ;  and  that 
the  corporation  counsel  be  instructed  to  revise 
such  draft.  The  committee  may,  if  necessary, 
expend  not  exceeding  $200  for  clerk-hire,  said 
expense  to  be  charged  to  the  contingent  fund, 
joint  committees;  and  may  report  in  print. 

Specially  assigned  to  8  P.M.,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Whitmore. 
city's   equity   in   metropolitan  railroad. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  Mr.  AVhitmore 
submitted  a  report  from  the  Committee  on 
Judiciary  on  the  order  (referred  May  19)  to  con- 
sider and  report  as  to  the  value  of  the  city  of 
Boston's  equity  in  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company— submitting  the  corporation  counsel's 
opinion  on  the  subject : 

Corporation  Counsel's  Office,  1 
Boston,  June  4,  1887.     I 
To  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Gentlemen,— Under  your  instructionslthe  assis- 
tant clerk  of  committees  under  date  of  May  26, 
has  submitted  to  me  the  following  questions: 

"What  rights  has  the  city  of  Boston,  under 
the  charter  of  any  horse  railroad  company,  to 
purchase  the  franchise,  property  and  rights  of 
such  companies'?  Also,  how  such  rights  would 
be  affected  by  any  act  of  the  Legislature  for  the 
consolidation  of  two  or  more  of  such  railroad 
companies?" 

I  do  not  understand  from  this  that  the  com- 
mittee wish  me  to  recite  the  statute  provisions 
relating  to  every  street  railway  company  hav- 
ing a  location  in  the  city,  and  I  have  not  exam- 
ined all  the  charters  that  have  from  time  to  time 
been  granted.  Most  of  the  charters  contain  a 
provision  giving  to  the  city  the  right  at  any 
time  during  the  continuance  of  the  charter  and 
after  the  expiration  of  ten  years  from  the  open- 
ing of  any  part  of  said  road  for  use,  to  purchase 
all  the  franchise,  property,  rights  and  furniture 
of  said  corporation,  which  relates  to  or  lies  within 
the  limits  of  the  city , by  paying  said  railroad  com- 
pany therefor  such  a  sum  as  will  reimburse  to 
each  person  who  may  then  be  a  stockholder 
therein  the  par  value  of  his  stocK,  together  with 
a  net  profit  of  10  per  cent  per  annum  from  the 
time  of  the  transfer  of  said  stock  to  him,  de- 
ducting the  dividends  received  by  said  stock- 
holders thereon.  See  Sts.  18.53,  Ch.  353,  Sec.  7; 
Sts.  1851,  Ch.  434,  Sec.  3:  Sts.  1854,  Ch.  444,  Sec.  7. 
As  the  question  makes  reference  to  no  particular 
company,  I  can  only  answer  in  this  general  way. 
I  shall  be  pleased,  if  the  committee  desire  it,  to 
examine  and  recite  the  precise  provisions  in 
regard  to  any  particular  railway  company  about 
which  the  committee  may  wish  to  be  informed. 
Referring  to  the  latter  part  of  the  inquiry,  I 
can  only  say  that  the  effect  of  any  act  of  the 
Legislature  upon  the  rights  of  the  city  will  de- 


pend entirely  upon  the  terms  of  such  act.    To 
what  act  do  the  committee  refer? 
Very  respectfully, 

E.  P.  Nettleton, 

Corporation  Counsel. 
Corporation  Counsel's  Office,  1 
Boston,  June  23, 1887.        ( 
W.   H.    Whitmore,   Esq.,    Chairman   Judiciary 
Committee. 

Dear  Sir,— Having  reference  to  your  note  of 
yesterday,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  all  rights  of 
the  city  to  purchase  the  property  and  rights  of 
the  several  street  railway  companies  within  the 
limits  of  the  city,  according  to  the  provisions  of 
their  charters,  are  continued  in  force  by  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  413  of  the  acts  of  the  present 
year,  which  is  the  West  End  Street  Railway  act 
to  which  you  refer. 

Very  respectfully, 

E.  P.  Nettleton, 

Corporation  Counsel. 
Report  ordered  printed  with  the  opinion  of  the 
corporation  counsel,  and  specially  assigned  to 
the  next  meeting  at  8  P.M. 

city  hospital. 
Mr.  Tracy  offered  an  older— That  the  city 
auditor  be  directed  to  transfer  from  the  reserved 
fund,  the  sum  of  $16,000,  to  the  appropriation 
for  City  Hospital,  to  be  added  to  the  sum  ap- 
propriated for  building  the  department  for  out- 
patients. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

THE  SUMMER  VACATION. 

Mr.  Whall  offered  an  ordei — That  when  this 
Council  adjourns  on  July  7,  1887,  it  be  to  meet  on 
the  second  Thursday  of  September  next,  at  7.30 
o'clock.  P.  M. 

Specially  assigned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whall,  to 
8  P.M. 

EAST  BOSTON   FERRIES. 

Mr.  Fisher  offered  an  order— That  the  super- 
intendent of  East  Boston  ferries,  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  directors  of  said  ferries,  be  re- 
quested to  place  one  or  more  horses  on  each  side 
of  the  South  ferry,  at  low  tide,  and  in  slippery 
weather,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  teamsters  in 
getting  their  teams  off  the  boats. 

Mr.  Fisher— I  move  the  suspension  of  the 
rule  that  this  order  may  take  its  second  reading, 
and  be  passed  this  evening. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  would  like  to  have  the  order  read 
once  more. 

The  clerk  read  the  order. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  move  to  refer  the  order  to  the 
Committee  on  East  Boston  Ferries. 

Mr.  Fisher— Mr.  President,  I  would  speak 
for- 

Mr.  Ladd— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order  that  no  de- 
bate is  in  order  at  the  present  time. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken.  The  question  is  on  the  reference  of  the 
order  offered  by  Mr.  Fisher  to  the  Committee  on 
East  Boston  Ferries. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  declared  lost.  Mr. 
Ladd  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  a  rising 
vote.  A  rising  vote  was  taken,  15  members  vot- 
ing in  the  affirmative,  24  in  the  negative,  and 
the  motion  to  refer  wras  lost.  The  question  came 
upon  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rule. 

Mr.  Ladd— It  seems  to  me  the  rule  ought  not 
to  be  suspended  in  this  matter  without  giving  it 
some  further  consideration. 

Mr  Whall— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order  that  un- 
der the  first  order  of  business  no  debate  is  in  or- 
der. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

The  rule  was  declared  suspended.  Mr.  Ladd 
doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  a  verification  by 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered.  The  rule 
was  suspended ;  yeas  41,  nays  9: 

~¥eas— Atwood,  Barry,  Blume,  Burr,  Carsten- 
sen,  Chamberlain,  Cochran,  Coleman,  Davern, 
Desmond,  Dolan.  Duggan,  Fisher,  Foss,  Fowler, 
P.  J.  Gallagher.  Gomez,  Hayes,  Keliher.  Kelley, 
Lauten,  Leary,  McEnaney,  McKenna,  McNary, 
F.  Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  J.  Murphy,  W. 
W.  Murphy,  Norton,  O'Mealey.  Sanger,  Shaw, 
J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan.  Sundberg,  Teevens, 
Tracy,  Tuttle,  Whall.  Whitmore— 41. 

Nays— Dewey,  Frost,  Ladd.  Lattimore,  Per- 
kins, Richards,  E.  Sullivan,  Thayer,  Wilson— 9. 

Absent  i  r  not  voting — Bowman,  Carroll, Clark, 
Connolly,  Coyle,  Dunn.  Fottler,  J.  Gallagher, 
fiaggerty,  Harrington,  Kennedy,  Light,  Maho- 
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ney,  J.  Murphv,  Nunan,  Perry,  C.  C.  Powers,  E. 
J.  Powers,  Reilly,  Short,  Snow,  Webster— 22. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed. 
Mr.  Fisher  moved  to  reconsider;  lost.    Sent  up. 

VACATION   PAT  IN  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  McEnany  offered  an  order— That  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  he  authorized  to 
make  up  the  payrolls  so  that  their  employees 
shall  receive  the  pay  accruing  during  their  reg- 
ular vacation  on  the  pay  day  previous  to  their 
leave  of  absence. 

Passed,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Mr. 
McEnany  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

MARINE-PARK  BETTERMENTS. 

Mr.  Tuttle  offered  an  order— That  the  city  of 
Boston  repay  to  those  parties  who  paid  to  the 
city,  under  protest,  the  amounts  severally 
assessed  against  them  for  betterments  on  ac- 
count of  the  laying  out  of  the  Marine  Park, 
South  Boston,  ninety  (90)  per  cent  of  the  sum  or 
sums  so  paid. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tuttle,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims. 

CARRIAGES. 

Mr.  O'Mealey  offered  an  order— That  the  city 
messenger  be  directed  to  provide  carriages  for 
the  members  of  the  Common  Council  on  the  oc- 
casion of  their  annual  visit  to  the  House  of  Cor- 
rection ;  the  expense  attending  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Common 
Council. 

The  President — The  question  is  on  giving  the 
order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order— that  the 
order  cannot  take  its  second  reading  without  a 
suspension  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  O'Mealey— I  was  about  to  ask  for  that, 
Mr.  President. 

The  President— Mr.  O'Mealey  asks  for  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  do  not  think  that  carriages  are 
necessary. 

Mr.  Whall- I  rise  to  a  point  of  order— that 
under  the  first  order  of  business  no  debate  is 
now  in  order. 

The  President—  The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken,  and  the  question  is  on  the  suspension  of 
the  rule. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  the  question 
came  on  giving  the  order  a  second  a  reading. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  believe  that  debate  is  now  in  or- 
der. I  should  like  if  the  rules  had  been  sus- 
pended. 

Mr.  Whall— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  My 
point  of  order  is  that  under  the  first  order  of 
business  no  debate  is  in  order. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  believe  the  rules  have  been  sus- 
pended in  order  to  have  this  order  passed  at  this 
time.  It  would  certainly  be  an  anomalous  con- 
dition of  things  if  we  cannot  have  debate  here 
on  matters  of  this  nature. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  say  for  the 
information  of  the  gentleman  that  no  debate  is 
in  order  on  the  question  of  giving  the  order  a 
second  reading.  If  the  gentleman  has  any  ob- 
jections, they  must  be  made  on  the  passage. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time,  and  the 
question  came  on  it  passage. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  some  information  as 
to  why  this  is  necessary.  I  would  like  to  inquire 
if  there  are  not  public  conveyances  which  can 
convey  members  of  the  Common  Council  to  that 
place  just  as  well,  thereby  saving  the  expense 
of  carriages? 

The  President— The  Chair  would  state  that 
it  is  the  customary  order,  passed  every  year. 

Mr.  Ladd— 1  wish  some  of  the  customary  orders 
that  are  passed  every  year  could  be  stopped,  so 
that  we  could  put  an  end  to  this  profligate  ex- 
travagance. There  is  no  occasion  when  the 
horsecars  and  other  public  conveyances  cannot 
carry  members  who  go  on  these  junkets  and  ex- 
cursions to  various  points,  better  than  carriages. 
The; horsecars  offer  every  facility,  and  I  know 
of  no  reason  why  they  should  not  be  used  in- 
stead of  the  city  of  Boston  being  put  to  the  ex- 
pense of  carrying  these  people,  who  never  ride 
at  their  own  expense  in  anything  but  the  horse- 
cars—never  would  and  never  could,  I  think  it 
is  about  time  that  this  business  should  be  stop- 
ped. If  they  are  annual  orders  they  are  annual 
abuses.  The  horse  cars  are  so  located  that  the 
members  of  the  Council  can  get  to  their  desti- 
nation without  the  use  of  carriages  for  every 
occasion  of  this  kind. 


Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  say  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  10  that  we  all  know,  of  course,  that 
he  will  not  ride  in  a  carriage,  as  he  himself  has 
said  so,  and  that  expense  will  not  come  out  of 
the  city.  For  my  part,  sir.  I  would  be  very  glad 
to  take  a  herdic  instead  of  a  carriage.  But  in 
regard  to  the  suggestion  that  we  take  the  horse- 
cars, I  would  say,  for  one,  that  I  really  cannot 
do  it.  I  remember  hearing  it  stated  on  the  floor 
of  this  chamber  that  the  South  Boston  railroad 
was  a  grinding  monopoly,  and  011  that  account 
I  think  we  should  not  give  them  five  cents 
apiece  for  the  60  members  or  so,  who  will  prob- 
ably go  over.  I  feel  that  in  the  glorious  cause 
of  liberty,  which  is  continually  being  brought 
up,  it  is  better  that  we  should  pay  $5  to  a  reput- 
able hackdriver  rather  than  spend  two  cents  for 
a  monopoly. 

Mr.  Leary— I  wish  to  remark  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12,  that  it  strikes  me  he  is  en- 
tirely for  himself  and  delays  the  entire  meeting 
of  the  Council.  I  believe  last  week  he  was  in  a 
minority  of  one,  and  I  believe  he  will  be  in  this 
case.  It  he  wants  to  go  in  a  horsecar,  let  him 
go.  It  doesn't  follow  that  the  rest  of  us  want  to 
follow  his  tactics.  If  we  did  we  would  be  here 
until  the  morning  of  the  4th  of  July. 

The  order  was  passed.  Mr.  O'Mealey  moved  to 
reconsider;  lost. 

BELLS  TO  BE  RUNG  ON  THE  FOURTH  OF  JULY. 

Mr.  Fowler  offered  an  order— That  the  mayor 
be  and  he  hereby  is  requested  to  cause  the  bells 
to  be  rung  on  the  coming  Fourth  of  July  one 
half-hour  at  sunrise,  noon  and  sunset,  the  ex- 
pense of  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropri- 
ation for  incidentals. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rale  of  the 
Couucil-and  of  JointRule  II.  Mr.  Fowler  moved 
to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

MT.   BELLEVUE  WATER    TANK. 

Mr.  Fowler  offered  an  order— That  the  Board 
of  Water  Commissioners  be  and  they  hereby 
are  requested  to  cause  the  new  water  tank  or 
reservoir  upon  Mt.  Bellevue,  Ward  23,  to  be 
painted  green  or  white  or  some  other  color  more 
agreeable  to  the  eye  than  the  bright  red  it  is 
now  painted. 

Referred  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fowler  to  Commit- 
tee on  Water. 

BASE  BALL  GROUND  FOR  JAMAICA  PLAIN  BOYS. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  Mr.  Davern 
submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Public  Parks,  to  whom 
was  referred  by  the  Common  Council  (March  21) 
the  order  requesting  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners to  provide  a  playground  on  Franklin 
Park,  contiguous  to  Jamaica  Plain,  having  con- 
sidered the  subject,  respectfully  report  that  the 
order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted  and  said  order  passed  as  fol- 
lows : 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioners  be. 
and  they  hereby  are  requested  to  assign  and  set 
apart  some  suitable  location  in  Franklin  Park, 
contiguous  to  Jamaica  Plain,  for  a  base  ball 
ground  for  the  youth  of  Jamaica  Plain. 

Mr.  Davern  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.  Sent 
up. 

TAKING  OF  LAND  FOR    SCHOOL  PURPOSES. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  Mr.  Sanger 
submitted  a  report  from  the  Committee  on  Ju- 
diciary on  the  order  (referred  May  19)  request- 
ing the  corporation  counsel  to  advise  the  City 
Council  in  the  matter  of  taking  land  for  school 
purposes— Submitting  the  corporation  counsel's 
opinion  on  the  subject : 

Corporation  Counsel's  Office,  1 
Boston,  June  3,  1887.  J 

To  the  Judiciary  Committee  of  the  Common 
Council.  • 

Gentlemen,— In  answer  to  the  questions  sub- 
mitted to  me  by  the  assistant  clerk  of  commit- 
tees by  your  direction,  I  am  of  opinion  that 
the  provisions  of  Sees.  48,  49  and  51  of  Ch.  44 
of  the  Public  Statutes  apply  to  the  taking  of 
land  by  the  city  of  Boston  for  school  purposes. 
The  city  had  occasion  to  avail  itself  of  these 
provisions  in  1884.  Before  action  can  be  taken 
by  the  City  Council  it  is  necessary,  under  Sec. 
6,  Ch.  241  of  the  acts  of  1875,  that  the  School 
Committee  should  make  a  statement  in  writ- 
ing to  the  Council  of  the  necessity  for  a  new 
building  and  should  approve  the  locality  and 
plans.     For  the   proper   course   of   proceeding 
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thereafter  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  City  Document 
No.  21  of  1884. 

Very  respectfully, 
E.  P.  Nettleton,  Corporation  Counsel. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Iu  connection  with  the  above  Mr.  Sanger 
offered  an  order— That  the  city  clerk  be  re- 
quested to  forward  to  the  School  Committee  a 
copy  of  the  opinion  of  the  corporation  counsel 
dated  June  3,  1887,  with  regard  to  the  taking  of 
land  by  the  city  of  Boston  for  school  purposes ; 
and  also  a  copy  of  City  Document  No.  21  of  1884, 
referred  to  in  said  opinion,  and  in  which  the 
course  of  proceedings  in  the  taking  of  land  by 
condemnation  is  set  forth. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Mr. 
Sanger  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

CITY    REGISTRAR'S    DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  McNary  offered  an  order— That  the  sum 
of  $600  be  transferred  from  the  reserved  fund  to 
the  appropriation  for  City  Registrar's  Depart- 
ment for  additional  compensation  to  the  male 
clerks  for  extra  work. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McNary,  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

WILLOW  COURT. 

Mr.  Dolan  offered  an  order— That  the  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners  be  requested  to  lay  out 
and  accept  Willow  court,  from  Boston  street  to 
Dorchester  street. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Laying  Out 
and  Widening  Streets. 

WATERING  STREETS  WITH  HAND-HOSE. 

Mr.  Lauten  offered  an  order — That  the  Bos- 
ton Water  Board  be  requested  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  allowing  abutters  on  macadam- 
ized streets,  in  the  city,  to  water  the  same,  by 
hand-hose  or  otherwise,  between  the  hours  of  6 
and  8  o'clock  A.M.,  and  12  and  2  o'clock  P.M., 
and  6  and  8  o'clock  P.M.,  during  the  summer 
months. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lauten,  to  the 
Committee  on  Water. 

CARE  OF  PARK  REFECTORIES. 

Mr.  Gomez  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That   the   Board   of  Park   Commis- 
sioners be  requested  to  remove  the  "Gents'  Toi- 
let" from  the  ladies'  refectory  on  the  City  Pom 
Marine  Park,  and  convert  the  same  to  the  use  of 
ladies. 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioners  be  re- 
quested to  place  women  in  charge  of  the  ladies' 
refectory  at  the  City  Point  Marine  Park  and  at 
Franklin  Park,  instead  of  men;  and,  if  the 
management  of  any  refectories  have  been  let 
out  to  men,  that  the  said  board  be  requested  to 
remove  them  and  to  let  out  the  privileges  and 
«   the  management  of  such  places  to  women. 

Specially  assigned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gomez, 
to  8.30  P.M. 

A  QUESTION  OF  PRIVILEGE. 

Mr.  Blume— Mr.  President,  I  desire  to  rise— 

The  President— Does  the  gentleman  rise  to  a 
question  of  personal  privilege. 

Mr.  Blume  —Yes,  sir. 

The  President— The  gentleman  will  please 
state  his  question  of  privilege? 

Mr.  Blume— Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a  question 
of  personal  privilege.  In  doing  so  I  ask  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  Chair  and  of  the  members  of 
the  Council,  that  I  may  explain  why  I  ask  for 
this  extraordinary  privilege.  I  do  so  not  to  vin- 
dicate myself  as  an  individual,  because  that  I 
have  no  right  to  do,  as  I  assume,  in  this  cham- 
ber ;  but  I  do  so,  Mr.  President,  because  I  am  a 
member  of  the  city  government  of  Boston,  and 
wholly  on  that  ground  do  I  claim  the  privilege 
of  making  a  personal  explanation  of  proceed- 
ings in  which  I  have  been  implicated  by  the 
public  prints  of  the  city  of  Boston,  and,  in  fact, 
of  the  whole  country.  On  the  6th  day  of  June, 
two  weeks  ago  last  Monday,  after  some 
considerable  preparation  to  get  my  affairs 
into  such  order  that  I  might  leave,  I 
paid  a  visit  to  a  brother  of  mine  in  the  south- 
eastern part  of  Kansas,  whom  I  haven't  seen 
for  fourteen  years.  I  had  promised  myself  ex- 
emption from  the  duties  of  my  office  for 
two  weeks.  I  requested  before  my  departure 
that  during  my  absence  there  should  be  no  let- 
ters sent  to  me  and  that  no  business  should  be 
communicated  to  me  unless  it  was  of  such  a 
character  that  it  required  immediate  attention. 
I  heard  nothing  from  home  for  fully  two  weeks, 


and  I  did  not  see  a  newspaper  giving  any  intel- 
ligence of  what  was  going  on  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton. I  was  in  a  remote  part  of  the  State  of  Kan- 
sas. I  returned  home  night  before  last  about  11 
o'clock.  Yesterday  morning  I  appeared 
for  the  first  time  since  the  6th  of  June 
at  my  office.  Shortly  after  reaching  there 
I  had  handed  to  me,  by  my  clerk,  a  paper  called 
the  Boston  Home  Journal,— a  paper  which,  by 
the  way,  I  have  not  the  honor  of  seeing 
very  often.  I  understand  that  this  paper 
has  a  circulation  of  about  1000  copies.  Its 
influence,  therefore,  for  good  or  evil  would  not 
affect  any  member  of  this  community  very 
greatly  when  the  character  of  the  charge  which 
is  published  in  that  obscure  paper  is  not  such 
that  every  decent  man  and  every  public  print 
is  in  duty  bound,  when  that  charge  is  laid 
broadcast,  to  take  some  notice  of  it.  In  order 
that  it  may  be  fully  understood,  Mr.  President 
and  gentlemen,  I  will  read  it : 

It  takes  all  kinds  of  people  to  make  a  world.  Let  me 
contribute  two  pen  portraits  ot  Boston  men  that  do  well 
to  stand  together  as  the  extremes  of  human  nature. 

The  first  is  a  well-known  lawyer,  a  memher  of  the  Com- 
mon Council,  whose  voice  is  often  heard  in  that  body  as 
he  raises  it  to  remark  that  he  cannot  conscientiously  vote 
for  such  and  such  a  measure,  as  he  must  be  honest  to  him- 
self and  to  the  city.  Of  this  so  honest-seeming  gentleman 
the  following  tale  is  told  on  the  best  of  authority. 

A  poor  woman  who  was  widowed  by  the  recent  acci- 
dent on  the  Boston  &  Providence  railroad  called  upon 
him  and  said  the  railroad  officials  had  offered  her  $5ooo 
iai  settlement.  She  wished  to  be  advised  in  regard  to  the 
chances  of  getting  more  than  that  paltry  sum,  which,  as 
she  was  destitute  and  had  children  to  bring  up,  seemed 
very  little.  The  lawyer  advised  her  to  take  the  #5000, 
quoting  a- little  law  by  the  way.  and  at  her  request  went 
with  her  to  the  depot,  where  lie  chanced  to  find  president, 
treasurer,  and  medical  examiner  together,  ami  there  and 
then  the  treasurer  drew  the  check  for  $5000.  The  lawyer 
went  with  the  widow  to  the  bank  to  cash  the  check,  and 
passing  her  $4009,  pocketed  $1000,  as  a  fee  for  advice, 
etc. 

One  thousand  dollars  for  getting  jnstwliat  had  been 
awarded  her,  and  that  at  the  expense  of  a  few  hours. 
$1000  from  a  woman  deprived  of  support  and  whom  any 
man  with  a  heart  that  had  not  forgotten  to  throb  would 
have  helped  with  willing  zeal. 

Then  the  writer  proceeds  to  give  the  other 
picture  of  a  man  who  allowed  a  family  to  reside 
in  his  house  free  of  rent  because  they  were  too 
poor  to  pay  it.  That,  Mr.  President  and 
gentlemen,  is  the  picture  held  up  in  jux- 
taposition with  the  other  to  contrast  the 
meanest  of  human  beings  with  the  best. 
No  sooner  did  I  finish  the  reading  of  that 
article  than  I  went  and  saw  the  editor  of  that 
paper.  I  asked  him  point-blank  if  it  referred 
to  me,  because  I  had  been  accosted  by  a 
dozen  people  on  my  way  to  know  what  it 
meant,  and  because  my  acquaintances  and 
friends,  especially  those  at  City  Hall, 
said  it  distinctly  pointed  to  me.  In  my  own 
mind,  if  I  may  be  somewhat  egotistical  in  say- 
ing it,  I  did  feel  strongly  that  it  pointed  to  me. 
I  could  think  of  no  other  gentleman  in  the 
Council,  to  whom  it  might  apply  as  pertinently 
as  it  did  to  me.  I  may  be  pardoned,  therefore, 
any  vanity  in  taking  to  myself  the  imputation 
of  being  a  well-known  lawyer,  which  I  don't 
claim  to  be.  But  I  knew,  '  in  my  own 
mind,  that  the  article  referred  to  me.  I 
asked  the  editor  of  that  paper  if  the  ar- 
ticle did  refer  to  me.  He  hesitated  a  moment, 
and  said  it  did  not  mention  any  names.  I  said 
that  is  not  the  question  I  asked  you;  I  ask, 
"Do  you  refer  in  that  article  to  me?"  He 
said,  "I  have  mentioned  no  names."  "Then, 
sir,  I  ask  if  vou  have  any  idea  that  it  had  the 
least  reference  to  me?"  Whereupon  the  editor 
vouchsafed  to  me  the  information,  that 
in  the  company  of  certain  distinguished  gentle- 
men,— namelv,  George  B.  Faunce,  Isaac  Pernio, 
George  B.  Nichols,  and  other  gentlemenof  the 
Roxbury  Club,— while  seated  in  their  club- 
house, where  I  am  well  known,  a  gentleman— 
whose  name  he  refused  to  give  me,  but  whom 
he  hinted  at  so  plairly  that  I  could  not  mistake 
who  the  gentleman  is— stated,  as  this  editor  told 
me,  in  the  presence  of  more  than  a  dozen  promi- 
nent gentlemen,  members  of  the  club,  and 
in  the  presence  of  some  of  the  best  known 
citizens  of  Boston,  that  it  referred  to  me. 
"Yes,"  said  this  man,  "I  know  this  report  refers 
to  Blume.  He  charged  that  woman  $1000  for 
services  alleged  to  have  been  rendered 
to    her,    and    I   can    prove    if."     The    editor 
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stated  that  these  gentlemen  held  up  their  hands 
in  holy  horror  at  the  statement  that  such  a 
thing  about  me  was  true.  But  the  state- 
ment was  reiterated,  and  that  man  said  he 
could  prove  it.  I  then  explained  to  the  editor 
the  situation,  and  I  told  him  that  possibly  the 
gentleman  who  was  the  author  of  this  state- 
ment, and  whose  name  he  was  unwilling  to 
give  me,  would  have  the  opportunity  to  prove 
it,  and  I  said— and  I  uttered  the  words  in  no 
boast— that  the  gentleman  who  was  the  author 
of  this  statement  might  hereafter  be  found  out ; 
and  I  think  he  will  be.  Now,  Mr.  President, 
without  occupying  the  time  of  this  body  with  a 
personal  vindication,  which,  as  I  have  said,  I 
would  not  attempt  were  I  not  a  member  of 
this  body,  I  deem  it  due  to  myself,  as 
well  as  to  you,  to  state  the  facts,  and 
they  are,  briefly,  these:  A  few  days  af- 
ter the  horrible  accident  at  the  Roslindale 
bridge,  an  old  client  and  personal  friend 
of  mine  whom  I  have  known  for  many  years- 
Mr.  Rowell  of  the  firm  of  Allen  &  Rowell,  well- 
known  photographers  in  Winter  street— came 
to  me,  almost  m  tears,  and  stated  to  me  that  the 
best  and  most  valuable  man  in  their  establish- 
ment had  left  the  breakfast  table  where  he  had 
been  sitting  with  his  wife  and  little  children  on 
the  morning  of  that  dreadful  day,  and  four 
hours  afterwards  his  body  was  brought  home 
mangled  to  pieces.  The  widow  was  almost 
frantic,  the  children  were  of  course  utterly  wild 
witb  grief.  They  had  consulted  the  railroad 
corporation,  and  had  got  along  so  far  in  their 
negotiations  with  the  officials  of  the  road  that 
the  company  were  ready  to  pay  $5000  without 
any  lawsuit  or  any  debate,  and  without  any  em- 
ployment of  lawyers.  The  matter  stood  in 
such  a  way  that  the  money  was  ready  to 
be  paid  over  as  soon  as  some  one  could 
be  appointed  administrator.  That  was  what 
Mr.  Rowell  came  to  see  me  about,  that  I 
might  immediately  prepare  the  proper  papers 
for  that  widow  to  be  appointed  administratrix. 
I  said:  "Certainly,  I  know  just  what  you 
want;  you  needn't  tell  me  any  more." 
And  my  heart  was  almost  choking  me 
as  the  man  related  the  horrible  fate  of  his 
trusted  employee  and  the  terrible  consequences 
to  the  bereaved  family.  I  prepared  the  papers, 
and  the  question  arose  as  to  who  should  be  ad- 
ministrator. The  woman  was  entitled  to  it:  but 
she.  was  friendless  and  homeless ;  she  had  pa- 
rents and  friends  in  England,  and  was  about  to 
go  back  to  them.  If  she  was  appointed  adminis- 
tratrix she  would  have  to  give  a  bond.  The 
money  belonged  partly  to  her  and  partly  to  the 
little  children,  and  in  that  view  of  the  case  she 
found  herself  unable  to  give  bond  as  administra- 
trix, because  her  sureties  would  be  liable  for 
the  children's  money  if  it  was  not  forthcoming 
when  they  became  21  years  of  age.  Therefore 
a  lawyer  bad  to  intervene  to  rind  some  way  out 
of  the  difficulty,  so  that  the  administrator  could 
be  appointed  and  this  money  could  be  col- 
lected from  the  company.  Accordingly  I  sug- 
gested that  this  ladV  be  appointed  adminis- 
tratrix, and  that  Mr.  Rowell  and  Mr.  Allen 
sign  her  bond  as  sureties;  that  one   of  these 

gentlemen  be  appointed  guardian  of  the  chil- 
ren  whose  money  would  have  to  remain  in 
this  country;  that  she  should  take  her  share 
and  go  with  her  children  to  England ;  that  the 
children's  money  would  be  invested  in  this 
country  at  as  good  or  even  a  better  rate  of  in- 
terest than  it  would  bring  there,  and  every  six 
months  a  remittance  would  be  made  to  England 
of  the  interest,  and  when  the  children  became 
21  years  of  »ge  the  guardian  here  would  hand 
over  to  them  the  principal.  The  explanation  was 
entirely  satisfactory,  and  was  acquiesced  in  by 
this  gentleman,  and  thereupon  he  broughtin  the 
lad  v,  whom  1  had  not.  up  to  that  time,  seen.  I 
explained  to  her  the  situation  ;  she  acquiesced 
in  it  cheerfully,  with  tearful  eyes,  all  the  while 
this  business  was  going  on.  She  was  thereupon 
appointed  administratrix,  gave  a  bond  of  $0000, 
signed'  by  the  two  gentlemen  to  whom  I  have 
referred,  one  of  whom,  Mr,  Rowell,  was  appoint- 
ed guardian  of  the  children.  I  drew  these  ad- 
ministration and  guardianship  papers,  and  did 
more  or  less  of  the  running  about  incident  to 
such  business ;  I  saw  Mr.  Winslow  Warren,  the 
attorney  of  the  Boston  &  Providence  railroad, 
—a  particular  personal  friend  of  mine,  who,  by 
the  way  has  written  me  a  letter  in  regard  to 
this  scandal  that  does  credit  to  his  heart,  offer- 
ing to  stamp  out  the  infamous  slander.    Iliad, 


of  course,  various  duties  to  perform.  The  nec- 
essary papers  of  administration  being  satisfac- 
tory, I  called  on  Mr.  Warren,  and  he  started  to 
draw  a  check  for  $5000,  payable  to  rny  order  as 
attorney.  I  said,  "No,  make  it  to  this  lady's 
order."  He  did  so,  and  I  came  back  to  my 
office  with  that  $5000  check.  I  sent  for  this  lady 
and  for  Mr.  Rowell  to  come  in  and  receive  the 
money.  The  lady  came  in.  She  said  she  was 
going  to  England  with  her  children  in  about 
three  weeks.  I  explained  the  situation,  sta- 
ting that  a  portion  of  this  money  would  be 
payable  to  her,  and  the  remainder  would  go  to 
her  children ;  that  the  guardian  would  hold 
it,  and  send  her  the  interest,  all  of  which 
she  perfectly  understood,  being  a  woman  of 
more  than  ordinary  intelligence.  I  went  to  my 
own  bank,  got  the  check  cashed,  handed  her 
her  share,  and  handed  the  guardian  his  share — 
all  of  it.  I  never  thought  of  charging  one  sou ; 
it  was  farthest  from  my  thoughts.  But  what  did 
the  woman  do?  She  said:  "Mr.  Blume,  I  want 
to  nay  you."  I  said:  "Madam,  I  have  no  bill 
against  you;  you  have  suffered  enough."  With 
tears  streaming  down  her  face,  in  gratitude  she 
insisted,  in  her  grief,  upon  paying  me  the 
munificent  sum— which  I  was  exceedingly  loth 
'  to  take,  but  which  she  practically  forced  upon 
me— of  $13  for  services  and  $2  which  were  actu- 
ally paid  out  for  costs.  I  was  rewarded  for  my 
services  with  the  enormous  sum  of  $13,  and 
that  thrust  upon  me,  while  under  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances I  mav  say  my  fees  would  have 
amounted  to  $30,  $40  or  $50— no  more.  I  wouldn't 
have  charged  any  man  or  woman  more  than 
$50;  it  would  have  been  exorbitant  to  do  so. 
This  lady  thanked  me  with  streaming  eyes  for 
my  goodness  and  kindness  to  her.  She  said  to 
me :  "Mr.  Blume,  I  am  going  to  sail  for  England 
in  two  or  three  weeks,  and  I  want  you  to  take 
care  of  this  money."  Said  I:  "I  don't  want  to 
take  care  of  it ;  give  it  to  Mr.  Rowell."  But  Mr. 
Rowell  didn't  want  to  be  bothered  with  it.  Then 
Isaid:  "Madam,  I  will  carry  the  money  to  the 
bank  for  you,  and  will  induce  thein  to  allow  you 
interest  on  it  until  you  go."  I  carried  the  money 
to  the  bank,  and  though  they  were  somewhat  un- 
willing  to  do  so,  they  consented  to  take  it  and 
allow  ber  interest.  They  did  allow  her  interest,  to 
the  amount  of  $2.35,  which  I  collected  for  her 
the  day  before  she  sailed,  when  she  came  to  my 
office,  and  placing  her  hands  in  mine  again 
thanked  God  and  me  because  1  had  been  so  kind 
to  her.  That  is  the  history  of  this  infamous 
slander.    I  say : 

"Curse  the  tongue  whence  slanderous  rumor 
Like  the  adder's  drop  distils  her  venom, 
Withering  friendships,  faith— turning  love's 
favor." 
I  would  not  deem  myself  fit  to  hold  up  my 
head  in  the  presence  of  any  decent  man  or  arry 
community  of  men  if  I  had  been  guilty  of  one 
ten-thousandth  part  of  what  is  charged  against 
me.  The  Boston  Herald,  the  Boston  Transcript, 
the  New  York  Sun,  and  other  papers,  as  far  as  I 
can  learn,  from  one  end  of  this  country  to  the 
other,  have  picked  up  this  slander  and  held  up 
to  human  execration  the  Boston  Common  Coun- 
cilman guilty  of  this  infamous  transaction.  I 
say  they  would  have  been  justified  in  so  doing 
if  the  accusation  were  true,  But  when  a  man 
has  been  falsely  charged  with  such  infam- 
ous conduct,  language  has  no  equivalent  to 
meet  the  occasion.  Words  cannot  be  uttered 
severe  enough  to  condemn  the  vile  tongue  of 
the  miserable  scoundrel  who  would  utter  such  a 
scandal.  Whence  did  it  come  except  from 
the  heart  of  malice?  I  can  respect  the 
assassin.  The  orator  has  said :  '.'The  pirate 
meets  his  foe  where  death  and  danger  stare 
him  in  the  face,  and  when  he  falls  be- 
fore the  sword  of  justice,  some  sympathy  may 
mingle  with  his  shame.'  But  not  so  with  a 
man  who  will  stab  you  in  the  back.  It  has  been 
said,  in  a  public  club-room,  in  the  presence  of 
my  friends  and  acquaintances,  men  whom  I 
honor  and  upon  whom  I  sometimes  depend  in  a 
business  way,  that  I  have  been  guilty  of  that 
which  would  bold  me  up  to  human  execration 
to  the  length  of  my  life.  But  I  must  not  trespass 
further  upon  your  time,  gentlemen.  I  cannot 
feel  that  I  have  transgressed  the  courtesies  of 
the  house  when  I  have  done  that  which  is  due 
to  myself  as  well  as  to  you.  For  that  reason  and 
no  other  I  have  made  the  explanation,  and  I 
thank  you  gratefully  for  listening  to  me.  [Great 
applause.] 
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Later  m  the  session  Mr.  Sanger  offered  an 
order— That  the  remarks  of  Councilman  Blume 
of  Ward  11  this  evening  in  explanation  of 
certain  false  statements  and  charges  in  the 
daily  papers  be  printed  verbatim  under  the 
direction  of  the  clerk  of  Common  Council  in  the 
Boston  Herald  and  Globe  and  Evening  Tran- 
script, the  expense  of  the  same  to  be  charged  to 
the  contingent  fund  of  the  Common  Council. 

Passed.  Mr.  Sanger  moved  to  reconsider; 
lost. 

FANEUIL  HALL. 

Early  in  the  session  Mr.  Whall  offered  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Whereas  Faneuil  Hall,  by  the  words  and  deeds 
of  the  fathers  in  the  revolution,  became  the 
Cradle  of  Liberty  and  the  symbol  of  protest 
against  oppression  and  tyranny,  and 

Whereas  from  the  time  of  the  fathers,  Faneuil 
Hall  has  echoed  only  the  people's  voice  in  be- 
half of  liberty,  and 

Whereas  Faneuil  Hall  has  been  lately  used  to 
sound  the  praises  of  a  foreign  ruler,  whose  reign 
is  marked  by  a  series  of  assaults  upon  popular 
rights,  and  is  clouded  by  a  record  of  starvation, 
exile,  and  oppression  of  millions  of  her  sub- 
jects ; 

Resolved,  That  the  Common  Council  of  the 
city  of  Boston  deeply  deplores  the  fact  that  Fan- 
euil Hall,  consecrated  to  the  cause  of  liberty  by 
the  words  of  Adams,  of  Otis,  of  Webster,  of 
Sumner,  and  of  Phillips,  has  been  devoted  to  the 
laudation  and  homage  of  a  government  that  has 
ever  been  the  opponent  ot  democratic  princi- 
ples, and  a  persistent  enemy  of  the  American 
republic. 

The  preambles  and  resolution  were  declared 
ordered  to  a  second  reading.  Mr.  Richards 
doubted  the  vote  and  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  ordered.  The  second  reading 
was  ordered ;  yeas  37,  nays  19 : 

Yeas— Atwood,  Barry,  Carroll,  Cochran.  Cole- 
man, Connolly,  Coyle,  Cavern,  Desmond.  Dolan, 
Duggan,  Fisher,  Foss,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez. 
Hayes,  Keiiher,  Kelley,  Kennedy,  Leary,  Ma- 
honey.  McEnaney,  McKenna,  McNary,  J.  Mur- 
phy,  J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,   O'Mealey. 

E.  J.  Powers,  Shaw,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sul- 
livan, Sundberg.  Teevens,  Tracy,  Whall,  Whit- 
more— 37. 

Nays— Blume,  Burr.  Carstensen,  Dewey,  Fow- 
ler, Frost,  Ladd,  Lattimore,  Light,  F.  Morison, 

F.  R.  Morrison,  Norton.  Perkins,  Richards, 
Sanger,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  Thayer,   Wilson— 19. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Bowman,  Chamberlain, 
Clark,  Dunn,  Fottler,  J.  Gallagher,  Haggerty, 
Harrington,  Lauten,  Nunan.  Perry,  C.  C.  Pow- 
ers, Reilly,  Short,  Tuttle,  Webster— 16. 

The  preambles  and  resolution  were  read  a 
second  time  and  put  upon  their  passage. 

Mr.  Ladd— It  seems  to  me  that  the  words  of 
the.  resolution  are  altogether  too  bitter  for  those 
who  may  feel  like  condemning  the  use  of  that 
hall.  The  use  of  the  hall  was  granted  as  a  mat- 
ter of  courtesy  merely.  The  resolution  is  any- 
thing but  courteous,  and,  to  my  mind,  it  stamps 
those  who  support  it  as  anythipg  but  courteous. 
It  looks  to  me  like  a  very  small  thing  to  seize 
upon  an  opportunity  like  this,  when  at  least  one 
of  the  best  queens  that  the  world  has  ever  seen 
is  celebrating  her  50th  anniversary  upon  the 
throne  of  that  country  which  leads  the  civiliza- 
tion of  the  19th  century.  All  the  elements  that 
are  reaching  to  tear  down  that  throne  and  to 
tear  down  that  civilization  are  arrayed  against 
the  best  type  of  civilization  that  the  world  has 
ever  seen ;  and  all  those  who  are  arraying  them- 
selves in  support  of  that  throne  and  in  support 
of  that  civilization  are,  to  my  mind,  arraying 
themselves  on  the  right  side.  The  struggle  in 
this  country  is  the  same  as  the  struggle  in  Eng- 
land and  Ireland.  It  is  a  struggle  between  those 
who  are  trying  to  uphold  civilization  anil  those 
who  are  trying  to  carry  us  back  to  the  barbar- 
ism of  the  middle  ages;  and  if  their  theories 
could  prevail,  this  whole  country  of  ours  would 
again  be  a  howling  wilderness,  where  men 
would  live  only  in  tents,  subjected  to  the  ele- 
ments and  destroyed  by  diseases,  and  famines, 
and  contagious  complaints,  against  which  their 
ignorance  would  present  nobarriers.  Now,  that 
is  the  question  for  us  to  decide  here  tonight: 
Whether  we  will  vote  against  this  resolution 
and  vote  to  sustain  our  present  civilization,  or 
whether  we  will  vote  to  go  back  to  barbarism? 
Queen  Victoria  represents  civilization ;  the 
anarchists,  the  socialists,  and  these  people  who 


are  supporting  this  resolution  are  one  and  the 
same,  and  they  are  advocating  barbarism- 
nothing  else  in  the  world ;  and  I  challenge  any- 
body to  successfully  combat  that  proposition, 

Mr.  Whall— If  for  a  moment  I  imagined  that 
the  gentleman  in  the  fourth  division  would  even 
temporarily  use  such  a  small  modicum  of 
common  sense  as  perhaps  a  beneficent  Creator 
might  have  endowed  him  with,  I  would  have 
imagined  that  after  the  preponderant  majority 
which  ordered  this  preamble  and  resolution 
to  a  second  reading  he  then  would  have 
read  the  signs  of  the  times  and  would  have 
kept  quiet.  But  I  anticipated  the  on- 
slaught from  the  Demosthenes  in  the  last 
division.  If  it  had  not  come  probably  the  night 
would  have  been  blue  for  me,  because  something 
that  I  had  looked  forward  to  had  failed  me  and 
my  anticipations  had  in  the  fulfilment  not  been 
realized.  One  would  imagine,  Mr.  President,  if 
we  followed  the  zig-zag  eloquence  and  the  pyro- 
tecnic  logic  of  the  gentleman  in  the  fourth  di- 
vision, that  this  preamble  and  this  resolution 
seemed  to  present  to  the  members  of  this  Coun- 
cil the  question  of  the  endorsement  of  anarchy 
or  the  upholding  of  civilization.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  to  the  gentleman  England  and  England's 
rulers  present  his  beau  ideal  of  civilization.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  in  those  days  of  the  long  ago 
when  from  Bunker  Hill  the  cannon  thundered 
our  protest  against  English  misrule,  he  then 
would  have  had  the  same  idea,  and  that  his  beau 
ideal  of  the  most  perfect  government  would 
have  corresponded  with  that  of  those  Tories  of 
the  long  ago,  who  had  to  leave  Boston  because 
Boston  was  too  hot  for  them,  and  had  to  seek 
shelter  and  security  in  Halifax.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  he  would  have  branded  Sam  Adams,  Gen- 
eral Warren  and  the  other  grand  heroes  of  our 
Revolution  as  anarchists  and  foes  of  order 
and  opponents  to  his  much-cherished  Eng- 
lish civilization.  The  time  has  come. 
Mr.  President,  when  in  this  country 
we  should  remember  that  we  are  Americans, 
and  we  should  act  and  think  as  Americans 
ought  to  act  and  think.  The  accretion  of  wealth 
in  the  bands  of  some  has,  unfortunately,  infused 
into  the  American  Republic  a  virus  that  is  con- 
taminating us.  That  virus  I  must  designate  as 
"Anglomania."  The  cut  of  our  hats,  the  set  of 
our  trousers,  even  the  fact  whether  we  shall 
use  an  umbrella  or  not,  is  modelled  upon  the 
customs  of  an  island  three  thousand  miles  away. 
I  am  one  of  those  who,  if  you  wish,  are  proud  to 
be  called  Anglophobists.  I  hate  England  and 
I  hate  everything  English.  I  do  not  hate  the 
English  people.  God  forbid.  The  hope  of  Eng- 
land and  her  regeneration  lie  with  the  English 
people,  the  radical  masses,  the  masses  that, 
when  the  aristocracy  of  England  got  them  to- 
gether at  Manchester  during  the  dark  days  of 
our  rebellion  and  sought  to  get  from  the  weav- 
ers and  toilers  of  England  an  endorsement  of  the 
Southern  Confederacy,  routed  the  aristocrats 
from  the  platform  and  came  out  in  loudest  tones 
for  the  conservation  of  the  American  Republic. 
To  the  English  people  I  give  my  best  wishes 
and  my  heartfelt  desires  for  their  prosperity ; 
but  for  England  and  England's  rulers  not  one 
iota,  not  one  particle  of  love  have  I,  either  as  a 
descendant  of  those,  who  have  been  crouching 
beneath  the  lash  of  English  oppression  orstand- 
ing  in  my  birthright  as  an  American  citizen  of 
this  great,  free,  and  enlightened  Republic.  I  do 
not  agree  with  the  gentleman  that  English  civ- 
ilization is  the  beau  ideal  to  which  all  Ameri- 
cans should  strive.  I  hold  that  in  God's  provi- 
dence the  United  States  of  America  are  working 
out  the  problem  of  government  by  the  people, 
for  the  people,  and  of  the  people.  I  hold  that 
the  United  States  of  America  are  not  the 
result  of  unforseen  circumstances.  I  hold  that 
our  grand,  great,  and  glorious  nation  is  but  the 
fruition  of  a  divine  idea,  and  that  idea  is  this: 
that  people  from  God  have  the  right,  under 
God,  to  govern  themselves.  The  reason  I  in- 
troduced these  resolutions  was  simply  this;  but 
before  1  speak  of  the  reason  I  wish  to  speak  of 
the  verbiage  in  which  I  clothed  them.  I  did 
not  desire  to  make  this  matter  simply  a  text 
for  a  speech  here  tonight.  Faneuil  Hall  of  late 
lias  become  a  colossal  chestnut.  I  did  not  de- 
sire to  speak  on  the  subject  tonight,  and  but  for 
the  irrepressible  loquacity  of  the  gentleman  in 
the  fourth  division,  the  words  which  I  am  now 
uttering  would  not  have  been  heard  by  the 
members  of  this  Council.  1  purposely  wrote 
those  preambles  and  that  resolution  in  as  mod- 
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erate  a  tone,  in  as  quiet  a  manner  as  I  could,  as 
an  American,  remembering  what  Faneuil  Hall 
stood  for,  and  remembering  the  base  and  unac- 
customed use  to  which  it  has  been  so  lately  put. 
This  entertainment  in  Faneuil  Hall,  against 
which  some  of  Boston's  citizens  protest,  was 
either  as  a  mark  of  respect  to  the  queen  per- 
sona] lv  or  a  mark  of  respect  to  her  as  a  ruler 
and  the  exponent  and  figurehead  of  the  English 
government.  If  it  was  a  mark  to  her  person- 
ally, then  perhaps  some  of  us  might  have  echoed 
the  charges  of  London  Tru  h.  Some  of  us  might 
have  hinted  at  the  slanders  that  cluster  around 
a  grave  that  is  watered  by  a  widow's  tears.  But 
it  is  not  to  Victoria  as  a  woman  that  these  hon- 
ors are  given.  Why  to  her  more  than  to  the 
millions  of  other  women  who  have  lived  good, 
pure  and  virtuous  lives,  should  this  honor  be 
accorded?  If  it  is  to  her  personally,  then  we 
take  issue  that  to  her  personally  does  not  belong 
this  high  honor  and  this  great  privilege.  The 
woman  who  could  sit  quiet]  y  up<  >n  her  throne  and 
see  thousands  and  hundreds  of  thousands  starv- 
ing in  the  bogs  and  fastnesses  of  Ireland,  and 
could  keep  quiet  and  see  famine  desolate 
by  the  thousands  her  subjects  in  India,  from 
whom  no  protest  came  when,  after  the  Sepoy 
rebellion.  Sepoys  were  shot  from  the  cannon's 
mouth,  m  farther  India,  is  not  the  woman  to 
claim  from  us  or  the  world  a  personal  tribute 
to  her  womanly  qualities.  But  I  hold  that  this 
entertainment  was  given  to  her  as  the  represen- 
tative of  a  great  government.  If  that  be  the 
case,  to  that  government  we,  as  Americans,  owe 
nothing.  The  very  first  words  that  made  Fan- 
euil Hall  famous  were  uttered  against  the  mis- 
rule of  a  king  whose  successor  this  queen  is 
proud  to  be.  Later  on  it  echoed  with  words  of 
protest  against  England's  policy  of  taking  from 
the  decks  of  our  merchantmen  and  pressing 
into  her  service  men  who  were  American  citi- 
zens. All  through  the  history  of  Faneuil  Hall 
its  walls  have  echoed  and  re-echoed  witli  pro- 
tests against  oppression  and  against  tyranny- 
tyranny  and  oppression,  no  matter  where  it  has 
shown  itself;  whether  in  Poland,  in  Austria,  in 
Russia,  in  Germany,  or  in  poor,  unfortunate 
Ireland.  It  has  always  been  the  temple  where 
the  voices  of  the  apostles  of  liberty  could  ring 
out  the  protest  of  free  men  and  send  it  across 
the  waves  to  tyrants  and  oppressors,  and  until 
now  it  never  has  been  used  to  laud  and  uphold 
one  whose  every  act  throughout  her  whole 
reign  has  been  clouded  with  a  record  of  oppres- 
sion, devastation,  famine,  expatriation  and 
banishment.  As  Americans  we  are  under  no 
obligations  to  England.  She  strove  to  strangle 
us  before  we  were  born ;  and  as  we  emerged 
from  our  infancy  and  grew  lusty  in  our  youth, 
she  strove  again  to  cripple  us ;  and  when  dire 
rebellion  came  upon  our  land,  even  after  this 
country  had  accorded  to  England  the  highest 
hospitalities  in  the  person  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  and  when  Lord  Pal merston  had  written 
that  the  United  States  were  so  bound  to  the 
English  government  by  ties  of  friendship  and 
of  amity  that  nothing  could  come  to  sever  them, 
in  a  few"  short  weeks  this  same  prime  minister 
ordered  the  British  fleet  at  Halifax  to  rendez- 
vous in  Boston  harbor  and  storm  the  city  of 
Boston  if  Mason  and  Slidell  were  not  given  up 
to  the  British  authorities.  All  through  our  re- 
bellion England  was  fitting  out  cruisers  to  prey 
upon  our  commerce,  and  thanks  he  to  God  we 
got  some  millions  of  dollars  at  Geneva,  which 
showed  that  she  was  in  the  wrong  and  that  we 
had  the  right  to  collect  damages  for  the  outrage 
to  our  rights.  It  was  only  the  other  day  that  a 
gentleman  who  had  been  a  lieutenant-colonel 
in  one  of  the  regiments  of  the  Massachusetts 
volunteers  in  the  late  war,  told  me  of  the  fact 
that  that  whole  regiment  of  some  one.  thousand 
men  were  armed  and  equipped  with  contraband 
arms  and  armament  that  had  been  captured  en 
route  from  England  to  the  Southern  Confeder- 
acy. Tonight  we  make  our  protest  simply  as 
Americans.  If  we  make  it  from  any  other  stand- 
point probably  the  feelings  of  wrong  which 
come  upon  us  would  strip  from  our  tongues  that 
sagacity  and  that  quietness  in  debate  which  a 
matter  of  this  kind  should  demand.  But  we 
simply  protest  as  Americans.  We  insist  that 
Faneuil  Hall  shall  remain  what  it  has  always 
been.— the  Cradle  of  Liberty.  We  deny  that 
any  to  citizens  of  Boston  of  reputable  lives  and 
fulfilling  the  conditions  prescribed  by  the  ordi- 
nances, have  the  right  to  use  Faneuil  Hall  if 
the  object  for  which  they  intend  to  use  it  is  not 


one  in  conformity  to  the  traditions  of  that 
hall.  One  would  imagine  from  the  commu- 
nications that  fill  our  daily  press  that 
because  10  reputable  citizens  have  applied 
for  Faneuil  Hall,  and  because  they  have 
fulfilled  the  conditions  required  by  the  ordin- 
ance that  they  should  be  entitled  to  that  hall, 
no  matter  for  what  object  thev  desired  it.  Sup- 
pose 10  reputable  citizens  instead  of  desiring  it 
for  the  exhibition  of  the  British  lion,  should 
have  desired  Faneuil  Hall  for  the  purpose  of  a 
dog  show,  would  these  selfsame  men  say  that 
Faneuil  Hall  should  be  allowed  for  a  bench 
show,  simply  because  the  10  petitioners  were 
reputable  and  because  they  had  complied  with 
all  the  provisions  and  ordinance  demanded? 
The  gentleman  himself  in  the  fourth  division, 
who  is  so  afflicted  with  Anglomania,  would  not 
be  willing  to  allow  Faneuil  Hall  to  be  used  for  a 
dog  show;  yet  it  was  used  lor  something  worse 
the  other  night.  It  was  used  for  the  exhibition 
of  a  bleeding  lion,  a  lion  that  was  driven  from 
ihe  hall,  but  through  misrepresentation  found 
himself  back  there  protected  by  means  of  which 
the  gentleman  himself  knows.  I  think  it  proper 
that  the  Common  Council  on  this  measure 
should  express  itself.  The  Board  of  Aldermen, 
the  body  before  whom  this  measure  came  and 
under  whose  jurisdiction  it  was.  were,  after  de- 
liberation, evenly  divided.  I  think  that  it  is 
due  to  this  hall,  and  to  the  memories  which  it 
brings  up,  that  some  representative  body  of 
Boston's  citizens  should  express  Boston's  feel- 
ing-with  regard  to  its  late  misuse,  and  therefore 
it  is  that  I  bring  this  matter  to  the  attention  of 
the  Common  Council. 

Mr.  F.  Morison— Mr.  President,  lam  not  be- 
hind the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  in  my  patriot- 
ism or  in  my  desire  to  have  Faneuil  Hall  used 
only  for  liberty.  But  I  would  ask  this 
body  before  they  pass  this  resolution  whether 
in  doing  so  they  are  not  striking  a  blow  at 
that  very  liberty  for  which  Faneuil  Hall 
has  always  stood.  It  has  been  sacred  to 
the  rights  of  minorities,  always  of  minor- 
ities. When  a  mail  had  an  idea,  or  a  body  of 
men  had  ideas,  which  might  not  be  acceptable 
to  the  majority  of  this  community,  and,  con- 
forming to  the  statutes  and  ordinances  on  the 
subject,  petitioned  for  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall, 
up  to  this  time  there  have  been  found  very  tew 
occasions  when  the  permission  was  not  granted. 
There  has  been  one  occasion  before  this  time, 
and  that  was  the.  occasion  when  Webster,  after 
his  celebrated  7th  of  March  speech,  was  denied 
the  use  of  this  hall.  I  look  upon  it  as  a  disgrace 
to  the  city  of  Boston,  and  I  do  not  wish  that  dis- 
grace repeated.  While  not  sympathizing  at  all 
with  the  governing  classes  of  England  in  their 
present  attitude  towards  a  large  portion  of  the 
queen's  subjects,  I  should  be  very  sorry  when  a 
number  of  citizens  of  Boston  who  do  not  agree 
with  me  in  those  matters  respectfully  ask  for 
the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  for  any  purpose  that  is 
decent  and  respectable  if  they  should  not  be 
allowed  to  have  it.  I  believe  that  in  that  my 
views  are  similar  to  those  of  very  many  Demo- 
crats in  the  city  of  Boston.  One  of  them  spoke 
to  me  before  I  came  into  this  Council  chamber 
tonight.  He  is  a  gentleman  who  has  always,  he 
told  me,  voted  the  Democratic  ticket.  He  has' 
lived  for  18  years  in  Calcutta  m  the  early  part 
of  his  life,  and  he  told  me  that  every  year  of  his 
residence  in  Calcutta  the  Americans  of  Calcutta 
celebrated  the  Fourth  of  July.  And  where  did 
they  celebrate  the  Fourth  of  July?  By  the 
courtesy  of  the  British  governor  they  occupied 
a  hall  in  the  government  house,  there  cele- 
brating the  day  on  which  was  declared  our  in- 
dependence from  Great  Britain.  Now  I  think 
that  shows  a  catholicity  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain  which  it  would  be  shameful  for  Boston 
not  to  emulate.  Gentlemen,  we  are  too  strong 
to  exhibit  this  petty  spirit.  This  great  nation  of 
sixty  millions  of  people  cares  not  for  such  small 
matters  as  a  few  men  celebrating  a  small  fes- 
tivity in  Faneuil  Hall,— a  few  dissenting  mem- 
bers from  the  majority  of  this  city  and  the  ma- 
jority of  this  people.  The  granting  of  the  use  of 
this  hall  will  not  be  construed  by  any  one,  it 
will  not  be  construed  even  by  the  British  gov- 
ernment or  by  any  person  abroad  to  whose 
knowledge  this  may  come,  as  an  endorsement 
of  the  policy  of  the  British  government.  It  hrs 
nothing  to  do  with  it;  but  it  is  a  new  tribute  to 
the  strength  and  liberty  of  the  American  people 
that  they  will  permit  a  minority  to  say  what 
they  please  and  do  what  they  please  on  anocca- 
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sion  which  is  simply  a  lestivai.  I  hope,  gentle- 
men, that  these  resolves  -will  not  pass. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Mr.  President,  I  say  for  one 
that  I  deeply  regret  the  introduction  of  this 
resolution  tonight;  hecause,  Mr.  President,  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  time  and  the  occasion,  if 
it  ever  existed,  has  gone  by;  and  the  form  in 
which  the  preamble  and  resolution  is  presented 
contains  serious  errors  of  fact.  I  believe  there 
is  on  record  one  occasion  where  the  Common 
Council  has  exercised  the  power  of  criticising 
the  action  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  regard 
to  the  purpose  for  which  Faneuil  Hall  has  been 
occupied.  If  the  gentleman  in  drawing  up  this 
resolve — which  I  must  say  I  consider  was  writ- 
ten under  the  pressure  of  feeling  which  I  can 
understand,  but  without  the  deliberation  which 
might  have  been  desired  for  it — had  looked  at 
that  point,  he  would  have  seen  that  this  resolve 
is  a  serious  censure  on  the  part  of  the  Common 
Council  of  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Whail- Let  it  be  so. 

Mr.  Whitmoke- I  think  we  ought  to  wait  a 
little  before  we  pass  any  such  censure  upon  a 
co-ordinate  branch  of  this  city  government.  The 
errors  to  which  I  have  alluded,  however,  are 
these.  The  gentleman  says  in  his  preamble, 
that  "Whereas  from  the  time  of  the  fathers 
Faneuil  Hall  has  echoed  only  the  people's  voice 
in  behalf  of  liberty."  The  gentleman  is  younger 
than  I  am,  and  he  has  forgotten  undoubtedly 
what  I  can  recollect,  and  that  is  that  Faneuil 
Hall  has  very  often  been  desecrated  by  the  re- 
marks of  those  who  were  the  enemies  of  free- 
dom, the  enemies  of  free  speech ;  and  it  has  been 
used,  perhaps,  as  often  for  the  purpose  of  op- 
pressing minorities  as  it  ever  has  been  to  glorify 
the  progress  of  liberty  in  any  part  of  the  world. 
The  genileman  refers  here  to  Phillips.  Mr. 
Phillips  in  his  lifetime  spoke  in  Faneuil  Hall 
at  times  when  he  was  kept  before  the  audience 
only  by  the  force  of  the  police  and  in  the  face  of 
a  howling  mob  in  the  most  respectable  part  of 
the  city  of  Boston.  Resolves  which  he  has  in- 
troduced into  Faneuil  Hall  have  been  voted 
'down  simply  because  they  were  in  favor  of  lib- 
erty and  especially  of  the  emancipation  of  the 
blacks  in  this  country.  Now,  sir,  I  say  that  I 
cannot,  even  if  there  were  any  necessity  for 
haste,  cannot  consent  to  vote  for  the  preamble 
which  in  a  matter  of  this  kind  ought  to  be  care- 
fully and  precisely  drawn  and  not  contain  any 
error  of  fact.  This  contains  an  error  ol  fact  to 
begin  with.  In  the  same  way  in  this  resolve, 
doubtless  from  lack  of  revision,  he  has  stated 
that  Faneuil  Hall  '"has  been  devoted  to  the  lau- 
dation and  homage  of  a  government  that  has 
ever  been  the  opponent  of  Democratic  prin- 
ciples, and  a  persistent  enemy  of  the  American 
Republic."  1  will  not  be  so  unfair  as  to  criticise 
the  English  there— I  mean  the  English  lan- 
guage; but  I  will  say,  sir,  that  having  read 
the  remarks  there  made,  as  copied  in  the  news- 
papers, I  do  not  think  that  that  is  a  fair 
description  of  what  was  said ;  and  I  think  be- 
fore the  Council  goes  any  further  in  this  matter 
it  would  be  a  great  deal  wiser  to  refer  the  pa- 
per to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  of  which 
the  gentleman  is  a  member  as  well  as  myself, 
to  see  if  I  cannot  convince  him,  as  I  think  I  can, 
that  this  present  draft  is  not  correct  in  matter 
of  fact  or  worded  in  the  best  possible  way.  And 
I  will  also  suggest,  that  any  resolve  passed  by 
this  Common  Council  amounts  simply  to  this, 
and  I  think  I  shall  put  it  in  the  simplest  form : 
That  whereas  certain  Englishmen  and  their 
admirers  met  in  Faneuil  Hall  and  passed  cer- 
tain resolves,  those  resolves  do  not  express  the 
opinion  of  the  Common  Council  of  Boston.  And 
I  think  we  might  go  further  and  say,  that  they 
do  not  express  the  feeling  of  even  a  small  mi- 
nority of  the  Americans  of  Boston.  I  think  that 
would  be  exactly  the  plainest  and  simplest  form 
in  which  to  put  the  preamble  and  resolve  which 
the  gentleman  has  brought  to  us,  so  far  as  we 
get  at  the  core  and  common  sense  of  it.  I  wish 
to  say  personally  two  things.  I  cannot  under- 
stand the  feeling  of  profound  reverence  for 
Faneuil  Hall  as  a  hall.  It  is  a  defect  in  my 
composition,  no  doubt;  but  I  cannot  feel  it. 
Faneuil  Hall  is  the  old  town  hall,  very  much 
enlarged  and  added  to  in  1805;  and  why  it 
should  be  any  better  or  any  worse  to  utter  a 
truth  or  a  falsehood  in  that  place  over  any 
other  square  inch  under  the  canopy  is  more 
than  I  can  understand.  It  is  the  truth  or  the 
falsehood  that  is  of  importance;  not  the  place 
where  it  is  uttered ;  and  I  hope  no  sentiment 


will  ever  be  uttered  in  this  chamber  that  any 
man  speaking  it  would  not  be  willing  to  utter 
in  Faneuil  Hall  or  on  Boston  Common. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, whils  I  have  been  having  that  ifeel- 
ing,  I  have  been  surprised  to  rind  this: 
My  feeling  is  not  shared  by  the  public  gener- 
ally. It  is  not,  as  has  often  been  said  during 
the  last  week,  an  exhibition  of  Irish  feeling  in 
this  matter.  I  have  been  spoken  to  frequently 
by  Yankees,  men  of  straight  Yankee  descent, 
who  were  just  as  hot  on  the  subject  of  allowing 
Englishmen  to  have  a  celebration  in  that  hall 
as  is  any  gentleman  here  or  as  was  any  one  in 
the  vicinity  of  Faneuil  Hall  on  Monday  evening 
last.  I  merely  say  that  I  do  not  understand  the 
feeling,  but  I  recognize  the  fact.  Therefore  I 
say  that  the  simplest  form  of  the  gentleman's 
preamble  and  resolution  should  be  that  that 
meeting  did  not  express  the  feeling  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Boston,  nor  the  views  of  the  majority  of 
the  Common  Council.  JNobody  ever  supposed 
that  it  did,  and  when  you  state  that  fact  you 
have  stated  the  whole  truth.  But,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  want  to  do  justice  to  everybody,  and 
therefore  I  move  the  reference  of  the  preamble 
and  resolution  to  the  Judiciary  Committee  in 
order  that  we  may  put  them  in  proper  shape 
and  bring  them  back  in  a  form  which  will  ex- 
press nothing  but  the  exact  truth  and  will  ex- 
press the  feeling  of  the  Council  more  exactly 
and  truly  than  they  do  now,  and  perhaps  will 
carry  out  the  gentleman's  intention  further 
than  he  has  succeeded  in  expressing  it.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  10  has  made  some  re- 
marks in  laudation  of  England.  And  here 
again  I  must  say,  although  I  cannot  fully  under- 
stand the  feeling,  that  I  believe  the  English  na- 
tion and  the  English  government  have  very 
few  friends  in  New  England.  I  believe  that 
owing  to  our  former  connection  with  that  coun- 
try, to  go  back  as  far  as  that,  and  then  go  back 
to  the  war  of  1812  and  to  the  recent  war  in 
1862  and  3,  and  to  come  down  even  later,  to  the 
controversy  about  the  Canadian  fisheries,  there 
is  throughout  New  England  a  greater  hatred  of 
England  than  against  any  other  nation,  and  I 
think  there  is  no  doubt  upon  that  question.  I 
think  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  expresses 
the  opinion  of  a  very  small  minority  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Boston  when  he  holds  up  England 
particularly  for  praise  in  any  respect.  We  may 
take  English  literature,  and  say  we  admire  this 
writer  or  that  writer ;  we  may  take  English  sci- 
ence, and  say  we  are  indebted  to  it  for  this,  that 
and  the  other;  but  wherever  you  go,  in  most 
every  rank  in  life,  you  cannot  find  a  particular 
friend  of  Great  Britain  in  New  England.  I 
think  that  is  a  sufficient  answer  to  the  opinion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10,  to  which  he  has 
no  doubt  as  good  a  right  as  I  have  to  mine.  I 
think,  however,  that  I  am  speaking  the  opinion 
of  ninety-nine  hundredths  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Boston  better  than  he  does.  But,  sir,  as  I  have 
said,  without  having  any  feeling  on  one  side  or 
the  other,  besides,  unfortunately  for  me,  I  have 
no  sympathy  for  the  place,  and  have  no  sympa- 
thy for  the  doctrine  preached  there,  I  will  say 
that  I  would  not  care  to  have  this  paper  passed 
by  the  Council  in  this  form.  I  have  also  a  de- 
sire, suggested  to  me  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  7,  that  it  might  be  well  for  this  Council,  if 
it  were  going  to  pass  any  criticism  upon  the  acts 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  to  also  consider  the 
question,  whijh  has  never  been  settled,  as  to 
how  far  the  Council  has  rights  in  saying  to  what 
purpose  Faneuil  Hall  may  be  dedicated.  It 
is  a  fact,  which  probably  very  few  of 
the  members  know,  that  the  only  claim 
which  the  Board  of  Aldermen  has  to 
the  control  of  Faneuil  Hall  arises  from 
the  fact  that  it  seems  to  have  been  a  preroga- 
tive of  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Boston,  and 
in  the  charter  of  1822  this  was  continued  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  who  were  to  exercise  all 
the  powers  and  have  all  the  privileges  that  the 
selectmen  of  Boston  had.  The  Common  Coun- 
cil on  several  occasions,  20,  30  or  40  years  ago, 
have  disputed  this  matter  and  it  has  never  been 
settled  definitely.  Having  considered  the  sub- 
ject at  various  times,  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
clear  and  expressed  statement  that  the  City 
Council  has  the  charge  and  custody  of  the  pub- 
lic buildings  is  a  much  stronger  warrant  for  the 
Common  Council  claiming  the  right  of  control 
over  that  building  than  the  old  tradition  that 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  alone  control  it.  I 
would  therefore  move  that  this  resolution  be 
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referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee  with  full 
power  to  report  back  the  same  in  a  new  draft 
and  to  report  on  any  subject  connected  with  it, 
meaning  thereby  to  cover  exactly  the  question 
how  far  the  Board  of  Aldermen  have  exclusive 
rights  in  that  matter.  If  we  have  joint  rights 
with  the  Board  of  Aldermen  then  of  course  we 
have  a  right,  and  it  is  our  duty,  to  express  our 
opinion  as  to  how  Faneuil  Hall  should  be  occu- 
pied. 

Mr.  Whall- Nobody  in  the  Common  Council 
has  greater  respect  for  the  abilities  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12  than  the  present  speaker, 
and  tonight  my  admiration  for  his  abilities  ex- 
ceeds itself,  I  might  say,  for  the  quiet,  easy  and 
very  harmless  manner  in  which  lie  strives  to 
emasculate  the  resolution  which  I  introduced. 
I  am  opposed  to  sending  it  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  because  I  am  opposed  to  Stirling  the 
voice  of  the  Common  Council  upon  this  subject. 
I  do  not  propose  that  this  resolution  shall,  at 
least  not  without  a  yea  and  nay  vote,  be  clad  in 
a  winding  sheet  and  buried  in  the  depths  of  the 
pigeon  holes  of  the  Judiciary  Committee.  I 
take  issue  with  the  gentleman  as  to  my  facts. 
I  cannot  take  issue  with  him  as  to  my  gram- 
mar, because  he  has  not  shown  anything 
that  appeared  to  him  to  be  defective 
in  that  respect;  if  he  had  I  probably 
might  have  taken  issue  with  him  on  that 
I  say  that  Faneuil  Hall  has  always  been  the 
Temple  of  Liberty.  It  has  always  been  the 
place  in  our  memories  and  our  minds  that  was 
devoted  to  the  cause  of  liberty.  The  gentleman 
himself  only  proves  that  proposition  when  he 
says  that  Wendell  Phillips  spoke  there  in  the 
face  of  a  howling  mob.  It  only  proves  the  truth 
of  the  proposition  which  I  enunciated.  Now  as 
regards  the  truth  of  the  resolution,  I  say  that 
this  testimonial  the  other  night  was  to  the  gov- 
ernment of  Great  Britain.  I  do  not  believe  it 
was  to  the  personal  character  of  Queen  Victo- 
ria, and  even  if  it  were  I  would  oppose  the  use 
of  Faneuil  Hall  with  as  much  vehemence  as  I 
do  now.  I  hold  that  it  was  to  the  government 
of  Great  Britain  that  the  honor  was  accorded, 
and  I  sincerely  hope  that  those  gentlemen  who 
favored  the  second  reading  of  this  preamble  and 
resolution  will  not  stultify  themselves  by  bury- 
ing it  amongst  the  archives  of  the  Judiciary 
Committee. 

Mr.  Richards — I  trust  that  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  will  prevail,  because  I 
think  it  would  give  time  to  all  the  members  of 
the  Council  to  reflect  upon  what  they  are  doing, 
and  to  see  how  unwise  this  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  7  is,  and  how  ungrateful 
it  is  to  the  reigning  sovereign  England,  of 
a  sovereign  who,  whatever  her  position  may 
have  been  towards  her  subjects,  has  always  be- 
haved graciously  toward  the  United  States,  has 
always  been  a  friend  of  America;  who  was  one 
of  the  first  to  come  forward  in  the  day  of  the 
assassination  of  President  Garfield,  and  lay  at 
his  tomb  her  little  flower  from  across  the 
ocean.  We  should  not  forget  that  day.  We 
should  not  forget  that  we  are  American  cit- 
izens, and  that  no  Celtic  blood  should  turn  us 
from  our  duties  as  good  American  citizens. 
Queen  Victoria  has  been  a  noblewoman,  first  of 
all  among  the  sovereigns  of  Europe  ;  to  her 
should  be  given  all  praise  for  the  liberal  govern- 
ment which  has  made  the  advancement  of  Eng- 
land possible.  Look  at  her  reign.  See  how  the 
abolition  of  the  corn  laws  first  came  about,  and 
then  how,  up  to  the  present  time,  the  citizens  in 
London  and  throughout  all  England  have  been 
more  and  more  enfranchised,  so  that  their  pow- 
er to  vote  has  been  enlarged  and  increased.  This 
meeting  was  in  honor  <>(  the  50th  anniversary  of 
the  reign  of  Queen  Victoria.  It  was  not  to  com- 
mend anything  that  the  English  government 
had  done.  We  may  pick  flaws  in  what  that 
government  has  done  towards  the  Emerald  Isle 
and  deplore  it;  but  still  we  can  honor  the  Queen 
of  England  and  Empress  of  India.  And  who 
are  those  that  come  forward  to  make  this  row 
about  Faneuil  Hall?  Are  they  who  suggest  this 
action  the  descendants  of  those  who  fought  in 
the  revolution?  Not  one  hears  an  historic  name 
of  that  period.  It  is  the  men  who  have  come  to 
this  country  and  today  make  it  their  home  after 
naturalization.  It  is  not  those  who  were  born 
here,  but  those  who  were  aliens  only  a  few  years 
ago.  The  city  of  Boston  can  well  afford  to 
allow  free  speech  in  FaneuH  Hall,  and  I  trust 
that  we  sluiil  not  be  so  mean,  so  base,  as  to 
throw  into  Queen  Victoria's  face  such  ingrat- 


itude as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7   would 
cause  to  be  telegraphed  across  the  ocean. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— There  was  a  time  when  a 
certain  lord  in  England  referred  to  the  Irish  as 
aliens,  and  while  he  who  replied  to  him  was  not 
a  namesake  of  mine  I  am  happy  to  say  that  I 
am  of  the  race  of  the  man  who  did  reply  to  him. 
Said  he,  "Aliens!"  and  he  pointed  to  Sala- 
manca, Albuera,  and  other  battles  on  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe  that  would  do  honor  to  any  race, 
the  most  glorious  that  might  live  on  the  face  of 
the  earth.  The  speaker  tells  us  that  "a  few-short 
years  ago  we  were  aliens."  I  stand  here  not  an 
alien.  I  am  proud  to  say  that  I  am  an  American 
citizen,  and,  at  the  same  time  doing  honor  to 
those  from  whom  I  am  descended.  I  am  proud 
to  be  the  son  of  an  alien,  but  the  son  of  an  alien 
who  is  as  proud  to  perform  his  public  duties  to  his 
country  as  his  father  was  before  him.  And  par- 
don me  if  I  say  now,  since  the  reflection  has 
been  cast,  since  the  glove  has  been  thrown 
down,  that  so  humble  a  son  of  an  alien  as  I  am 
stands  in  this  Council  chamber  with  the  right  to 
reply  to  any  who  are  descended  either  from  the 
pilgrims  or  the  glorious  Revolutionary  band : 
for,  if  I  am  not  descended  from  that  band  of 
heroes,  I  bear  the  name  of  one  who  stood  fore- 
most in  the  battles  of  the  Revolution.  I  bear 
the  name  of  one  who  was  descended  from  the 
clan,  in  that  alien  country,  from  which  I  am  de- 
scended. My  name  I  may  not  state,  but  the  his- 
tory of  the  name  of  that  man  who  fought  so 
nobly  in  the  Revolution  will  stand  on  the  records 
of  this  country  so  long  as  this  country  shall  en- 
dure. I  claim  no  credit  of  descent ;  1  ask  none. 
I  simply  stand  here  to  second  the  resolution 
presented  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7.  But 
since  the  glove,  as  I  have  said,  has  been  thrown 
down,  I  shall  endeavor  to  state  reasons 
why  the  resolution  should  he  passed,  not  giv- 
ing the  history  of  what  has  happened  in  Faneuil 
Hall,  but  still  giving  some  facts  that  may  influ- 
ence the  members  of  this  Council,  from  motives 
of  the  purest  patriotism,  acting  according  to  the 
promptings  of  their  consciences,  and  as  true 
patriotism  must  dictate,  to  favor  the  sentiments 
embodied  in  the  resolutions.  Let  us,  in  acting 
in  this  matter,  bear  in  mind  what  was  once  said 
by  Lafayette,  in  Faneuil  Hall.  He  said  in  that 
old  Cradle  of  Liberty,  on  a  memorable  occasion. 
"Vive  Washington!"— not  "Vive  George  III," 
If  he  had  lived  until  our  time,  he  would  not 
have  said  "Vive  Victoria;"  Victoria,  the  em- 
press of  down-trodden  India,  who  has  Bulgaria 
to  look  at,  who  has  the  Sepoys  to  look  at,  who 
has  Hungary  to  look  at,  who  has  oppressed 
countries  and  down-trodden  people  on  all  sides 
to  look  at,  and  in  that  wide-spread  vision  to 
see,  if  not  those  whom  she  has  brought  to  sub- 
jection, at  least  those  she  has  assisted  in  bring- 
ing to  subjection.  But,  perhaps,  in  this  heat 
of  unusual  debate,  in  this  attempt  to  revert 
to  tilings  which  have  happened  in  the  past— re- 
membering reflections  which  have  been  cast 
upon  me  and  mine,  and  als  o  upon  the  citizens 
of  this  city  of  Boston— I  may  have  said  some 
things  which  I  need  not  have  stated,  but  which, 
for  all  that,  are  true.  I  will  now  recall  the  fact 
that  Faneuil  Hall  did  once  have  the  picture  of 
George  II.  of  England  upon  its  walls.  I  will 
also  revert  to  the  fact  that  Faneuil  Hall  was 
burned,  and  I  have  failed  in  history  to  see 
what  became  of  that  illustrious  portrait; 
and,  perhaps,  in  our  day  no  one  knows 
even  the  name  of  the  excellent  artist  who 
painted  it.  I  will  also  revert  to  another  fact 
that  during  the  blockade  of  Boston  a  very  face- 
tious officer — General  Burgoyne— wrote  a  farce, 
called  "The  Blockade  of  Boston."  I  wish  to 
state,  also,  that  that  play,  although  commenced 
on  the  stage,  was  never  completed,  because,  as 
the  story  runs,  a  Yankee  sergeant  in  the  farce— 
a  British  soldier,  dressed  m  the  Continental 
uniform— rushed  out  on  the  stage  before  its 
completion  and  shouted,  "The  rebels  are  at- 
tacking us  at  Charlestown."  That  attack  led,  a 
few  months  after,  to  what  is  called  "The  Evac- 
uation of  Boston,"  and  "The  Blockade  of  Bos 
ton"  was  no  more.  I  will  also  say,  although  I 
claim  no  descent  from  the  illustrious  soldier, 
that  on  the  17th  of  March,  by  order  of  General 
Washington,  General  Sullivan,  on  account  of 
his  Irish  descent,  was  made  officer  of  the  day, 
Boston  was  evacuated.  Since  that  time  you 
know  what  Faneuil  Hall  has  been  used  for.  You 
know  when  the  Greeks  were  down-trodden  by 
the  Turks,  when  England  was  assisting  the 
Turks  to  oppress  the  Greeks,  there  were  patriots 
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in  this  country  who  held  meetings  in  Faneuil 
Hall.    You  also  know  that  in  the  days  of  Louis 
Kossuth,  when  the    Hungarians  were    down- 
trodden by  Austria  and  the  Magyars  rose,  there 
was  a  meeting  in  the  old   hall  in   assistance  of 
Kossuth,  that  noble  patriot.  Who  assisted  in  de- 
grading those  people  to  the  position  of  serfs  and 
slaves?— Lord  Palmerston  could  have  told  you 
It   was   the  action   of   England.      When   Kos- 
suth     requested     Palmerston     to    give     him 
the     chance,      which      lay     in     Ins     power, 
to    escape    from     the    Austrians,    and    asked 
that  eminent  Englishman  to  protect  his  wife 
and  children  from  the  slaughter  of  the  Austri- 
ans, Palmerstou,  the  minister  of  that  glorious 
country  which  some  of  the  gentlemen  in  this 
Common   Council  chamber   try  to  raise  above 
the  Olympus  of  the  gods,  denied  him  that  re- 
quest and  left  him  to  his  fate.    America  came 
to  his  assistance,  and  the  world  knows  what  a 
grand   reception   he  received  in  this  country. 
What  more  has  been  said  about  Faneuil  Hall? 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  12  has  referred  to 
the  immortal  Phillips.    Wendell  Phillips  was 
there  on  one  occasion  when  the  mob  endeavored 
to  prevent  him  from  speaking  for  liberty.    He 
spoke  for  liberty,  and  you  know  with  what  suc- 
cess, as  well  as  I.    There  can   be  no  question 
that  even  the  town  meetings  long  ago  in  old 
Faneuil  Hall  were  held  for  liberty's  sake.    I  say 
that  we  of  this  Council,  even  though  not  de- 
scended  from  revolutionary  blood,  still    have 
within  us  the  spirit  of  the  revolutionary  heroes, 
and  I  would  rather  he  one  of  those  not  descend- 
ed from  the  revolutionary  heroes,  yet  having 
their  spirit,  than  the  reverse.    I  would  rather 
have  their  spirit  than  their  blood,  and  probably 
this  reference  is  not  original  with  me.    I  wish 
to  be  plain ;  you  know  the  old  saying  of  Achilles 
—"I  had  rather  be  Achilles  than  the  son  of  a 
man  who  was  unworthy  of  being  an  Achilles." 
That  is  the  sentiment  of   some  of  us  in  this 
chamber:  we  claim  nothing    but  the  humble 
citizenship  which  is  our  right— not  our  privi- 
lege.   I  am  by  right  an  American  citizen,  aud  I 
have  no  cause  to  bow  to  any  man  in  this  cham- 
ber, whether  his  blood  has  been  brought  from  the 
Pilgrim  Fathers,  whether  he  is  descended,  as  one 
gentleman  told  me  he  was  descended,  from  the 
Normans,  or  whether  he  is  descended  from  some 
one   who   was  fortunate  enough   to  escape  in 
Noah's  ark.    [Laughter.]     Blood  does  not  tell : 
true  patriotism  lies  in  the  man,  not  in  the  de- 
scent.   "To  live  in  the  shadow  of  a  name"  is  a 
sentiment  that  has  been  expressed  often,  and  I 
will  refer  the  illustrious  Republican  gentlemen 
in  this  chamber,  who  are  descended  from  an 
illustrious  ancestry,  to  the  remark  made  by  a 
certain  presidential  candidate  of  the  Republi- 
can party,  wrho  lived  in  Pennsylvania  once,  and 
is  now  a  resident  of  Augusta,  Maine.     He  said, 
on  one  occasion,  to  one  who  talked  loudly  about 
the  descent  of  blood,  that  he  lived  not  in  umbra 
iiomhils — in  the  shadow  of  a  name.    I  helieve 
this  preamble  and  resolution  should  pass.    I  be- 
lieve  that   the   holding    of    that    banquet    in 
Faneuil    Hall    was  expressly   for    the  pupose 
of    paying   homage   to    the    queen    of,     and, 
through  her,  to  the  government  of  England.    I 
would  not  by  the   slightest  expression  on   my 
part  speak  to  the  discredit  of  the  character  of 
the  queen  of  England.    1  never   refer  to   any 
lady  of  whatever  blood  she  may  be,  or  whatever 
the  position  she  may  occupy,  in    anything  but 
the  most  respectful  terms;  and  1  refer  to  her 
now  in  those  terms.    But  the  government    of 
England  is  not  the  government  that  true  Amer- 
icans will  how  down  to  in  homage.  Every  Amer- 
ican citizen,  with  theheart  of  an  American,  will 
say  to   every  government   which   is   tryine  to 
break  up  democratic  principles  and  the  republi- 
can union  of  States  what  James  Monroe,  in   his 
celebrated  Monroe  doctrine,    said:     "This  is  a 
Republic.    This  Western  continent  is  not  made 
lor  sovereigns  of  Europe  or  of  any  other  part 
of  the  world  to  come  in  and  here  plant  their 
monarchical  governments.    We  in  this  country 
have  to  consider  the  protection  of  the  republics 
along  the  northern  coast  of  South  America,  and 
we    look    with   generous   eyes   towards   those 
States  that  are  in  Central  America.    We  look, 
also,  farther  south,  to  Bolivia,  to  Chili,  to  Peru ; 
and  even  to  Cuba  we  look  with  kindly  eyes,  as 
they  are  downtrodden  by  tlie  government  of 
Spain."    That  is  the  true  republican  spirit;  this 
is  the  true  republican  form  of  government;  and 
in  closing  I  would  merely  add  this— let  those 
who    wish     to     plead     for    monarchies    bow 


down  to  monarchies.  But  we  who  helieve 
in  true  democracy  and  true  republicanism 
think  as  poor  Citizen  Watts  thought  in 
Faneuil  Hall  when  he  made  the  declara- 
tion which  showed  the  goddess  of  liberty 
with  her  feet  upon  the  crown  and  upon  the 
chains,  which  had  been  broken.  Let  those  who 
admire  monarchical  governments,  let  those 
who  bow  to  monarchical  governments,  do  the 
contrary;  let  them  place  the  crown  upon  the 
Goddess  of  Liberty,  let  them  bind  the  mon- 
archical chains  about  her  form ;  let  them  go  on 
in  their  monarchical  career  until  we  shall  see 
democracy  bound  to  the  wheel,  and  our  repub- 
lican form  of  government  debased  to  the  will, of 
the  British  empire,  and  of  a  queen  whose  only  _ 
honor  is  in  the  title  which  an  illustrious  states-  " 
man  gave  her,  "Empress  of  India,"  an  empire 
which  from  the  inception  of  her  career  down  to 
the  present  day  has  been  downtrodden.  I  trust 
that  the  preamble  and  resolution  introduced  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  will  be  passed.  The 
sentiments  expressed  I  most  heartily  endorse  as 
an  American  citizen. 

Mr.  Frost— I  regret,  sir,  that  this  resolution 
was  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7, 
hut  as  it  is  introduced  and  is  before  the 
Council,  I  may  say  that  I  sympathize  most 
heartily  with  what  has  been  said  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12.  I  think,  sir,  that  he  has 
made  a  very  candid  statement  of  the  facts,  and 
I  am  sure,  sir,  that  it  was  done  very  quietly, 
very  pleasantly,  and  to  me  very  satisfactorily.  I 
dislike,  sir,  to  see  this  spirit  of  Irishman,  Eng- 
lishman, German,  French,  Italian,  Russian,  or 
any  other  spirit  manifested  here  in  these  halls 
or  in  this  country  of  ours.  I  recognize,  Mr. 
President,  that  every  man  who  is  a  voter, 
whether  he  is  born  in  this  country  or  whether  he 
comes  here  and  is  made  a  citizen  by  the  country, 
when  he  becomes  a  citizen,  and  a  member  of  the 
government,  I  say,  sir,  should  lay  down  all  of 
his  peculiaiities  as  a  representative  of  any  other 
government;  that  he  should  identify  himself 
with  this  country,  with  his  own  country,  his 
country  by  adoption  or  by  birth,  and  lay  aside 
all  these  petty  foreign  notions.  We  are  here  as 
Americans  and  we  should  stand  by  America, 
not  as  Irishman  or  Jew  or  Gentile.  Now,  sir,  I 
hope  we  shall  go  slow  in  this  matter.  We  are 
at  peace  with  England,  we  are  at  peace  with 
every  nation  in  the  world  and  we  want  to  keep 
so.  Now,  sir,  I  hope  that  we  shall  refer  this 
resolution. 

Mr.  Leary— I  hope  the  reference  will  not  be 
ordered,  and  for  one  reason:  I  believe  the  ball 
was  granted  under  a  false  pretense  on  the  part 
of  the  petitioners,  as  I  heard  the  petition  read 
in  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  The  petitioners 
never  claimed  in  their  petition  that  they  would 
celebrate  the  50th  anniversary  of  the  reign  of 
Victoria.  They  simply  said  that  as  a  charita- 
ble society  they  wished  to  hold  a  banquet. 
When  the  Board  of  Aldermen  found  out 
that  they  wanted  to  celebrate  the  reign  of 
the  qxieen  they  tried  to  take  back  their  former 
action.  If  the  Board  of  Aldermen  had  found 
out  that  the  petitioners  wanted  to  celebrate  the 
reign  of  Queen  Victoria,  they  would  not  have 
granted  the  license.  I  believe  the  opinion  of 
the  citizens  of  Boston  has  not  been  expressed  in 
the  Board  of  Aldermen.  A  tie  vote  does  not  ex- 
press it.  I  think  it  is  our  duty,  as  representa- 
tives of  the  city  of  Boston,  to  express  the  senti- 
ments of  the  people  of  Boston.  For  that  reason 
alone,  believing  the  truth  of  the  statements 
made  in  the  remonstrance  against  granting  the 
use  of  the  hall,  I  will  vote  for  the  adoption  of 
this  resolution. 

Mr.  Richards— I  only  want  to  add  one  word 
and  remind  the  Council  of  one  fact:  that  the 
Queen  of  England  is  no  more  responsible  for 
the  misgovernment  of  England  than  our  friend 
from  A\ard  7  is  responsible  for  the  fact  that 
that  Queen  Kapiolani  is  a  wall  flower  in  Eng- 
land. 

Mr.  Teevens— I  would  move  that  the  resolu- 
tion which  has  been  presented  may  be  passed, 
for  this  reason.  I  would  call  the  attention  of 
the  Council  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  11,  that  those  who  are  making  this 
fuss  were  aliens  a  few  years  ago.  He  has  made 
a  statement  which  be  knows,  and  which  be 
must  himself  admit,  is  a  lie.  I  say  that  the 
statement  which  he  made  on  the  floor  of  this 
Council  is  an  untruth.  If  such  men  as  Mr. 
Chamberlin,  Mr.  Babcock,  Mr.  White  and  Mr. 
Brown  were  aliens  a  few  years  ago.  then  1  don't. 


653 


COMMON     COUNCIL 


know  what  it  is  to  be  an  American  citizen  I 
know  that  some  of  these  gentlemen  who 
have  remonstrated  have  been  citizens 
longer,  perhaps,  than  the  gentleman  who 
made  the  statement.  He  wants  to  have 
the  public  believe  that  a  few  men  in  this 
Council  or  a  few  men  outside  the  Council — 
perhaps  I  might  as  well  use  the  word  Irishmen, 
at  once — have  been  instrumental  in  starting  this 
agitation.  He  knows  that  it  is  an  untruth.  He 
knows  that  not  one  of  the  names  among  the  re- 
monstrants was  Irish.  Take  such  men  as  Mr. 
Babcock,  Mr.  White,  and  Mr.  Chamberlin,  as  I 
have  said  before— I  would  like  to  know  if  they 
are  Irish.  I  am  not  at  all  surprised  at  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12  advocating  the  side  of  the 
question  that  he  has,  for  the  very  reason  that  a 
few  years  ago  he  caucused  through  the  Com- 
mon Councilof  the  city  of  Boston  the  measure 
placing  the  lion  and  unicorn  emblem  on  the 
Old  State  House.  He  caucused  that  through 
the  Common  Council  of  the  city  of  Boston  four 
or  rive  years  ago,  and  he  is  on  record  as  being 
the  father  of  it.  It  is  the  most  damnable 
picture  that  ever  decorated  any  building  in  the 
city  of  Boston  since  Boston  has  been  a  city. 
Men  try  to  make  this  a  party  question. 
I  say  it  is  ungentleinanly  and  not  according  to 
the  spirit  of  the  American  people.  In  the  few 
months  that  I  have  been  a  member  of  this  Coun- 
cil I  have  heard  a  great  many  unmanly  insinua- 
tions made  here,  and  no  true  Americans  would 
ever  have  made  them.  None  but  bigots  or  the 
descendants  of  bigots,  no  genuine  and  true 
Americans,  would  make  the  insinuations  which 
I  have  heard  in  this  Council  chamber  whenever 
Irishmen  or  the  sons  of  Irishmen  have  favored 
measures  on  this  floor.  We  have  a  few 
Republicans  here  —  and,  thank  God,  they 
are  but  a  few,  and  not  the  majority  of 
the  Republicans  of  this  Council  —  whom 
I  term  bigots,  because  their  statements  prove 
them  to  be  bigots.  I  hope  the  motion  to  refer 
will  be  voted  down,  and  that  the  preamble  and 
resolution  will  be  adopted.  I  want  to  go  on 
record  as  voting  for  them,  no  matter  how  much 
criticism  may  be  heaped  upon  me  tomorrow. 
Gentlemen  may  get  up  and  say  that  I  do  it  for 
buncombe  in  order  to  get  solid  with  the  citizens 
of  the  ward.  I  do  not  stand  on  tli is  floor  to  ad- 
vocate this  measure  in  order  tu  make  myself 
solid  with  any  of  the  citizens  of  the  ward.  But 
when  I  hear  insinuations  thrown  out  such  as 
have  been  thrown  out,  I  cannot  sit  quietly  and 
listen  to  them.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  11 
lies  when  lie  says  that  until  within  a  few  years 
the  remonstrants  against  that  petition  were  all 
aliens. 

Mr.  Sanger— I  assume  that  all  of  us  in  this 
body  are  in  favor  of  maintaining  peace  and  or- 
der in  our  beloved  city.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
introduction  and  passage  of  these  resolutions 
will  afford  aid  and  encouragement  to  the  anar- 
chistic element  in  our  community,  which  I  re- 
gret to  say  was  ripe  for  violence  on  Tues- 
day, and  which  violence  was  only  prevent- 
ed by  the  timely  action  of  the  Board  of 
Police.  That  element  is  a  very  small  one, 
cowardly  but  dangerous,  and  they  are  easily 
subdued  and  punished,  as  was  the  case 
in  Chicago.  If  this  resolution  is  passed  I  be- 
lieve that  that  element  can  claim  and  will 
claim  that  they  have  the  assistance  and  sup- 
port of  the  Common  Council  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton in  their  nefarious  schemes.  God  forbid  that 
such  a  condition  of  affairs  should  ever  exist  in 
this  city.  I  hope  the  resolution  will  not  be 
passed  but  will  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Judiciary. 

Mi'.Whitmore— In  making  the  suggestion  that 
this  matter  should  be  referred,  I  think  I  was 
treating  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  fairly  and 
squarely.  I  made  the  motion  in  good  faith.  The 
criticisms  which  I  made  upon  the  form  of  his 
order  cannot  be  denied  to  be  well  founded. 
When  he  said  that  to  refer  it  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee  was  to  pigeon-hole  it,  he  made  a 
statement  which  he  will  not  back  up  in  cold 
blood,  because  he  is  one  of  the  leading  members 
of  that  committee.  There  has  never  been  a 
case  when  I  have  refused  as  chairman  of  that 
committee  to  call  a  meeting  when  desired,  and 
the  gentleman  knows  very  well  that  if  the  mat- 
ter was  sent  to  the  committee  the  preamble  and 
resolution  would  be  put  into  what  I  still  say 
would  be  more  proper  and  becoming  form,  and 
would  be  reported  back  at  the  next  meeting,  and 
nothing  that  I  could  do  to  prevent  it  would  be 


done.  There  was  certainly  nothing  further 
from  my  intention  than  to  pigeon-hole  the  reso- 
lution. We  have  got  a  pretty  fair  expression  of 
the  Council  on  the  matter,  and  I  say  again  that 
there  being  no  reason  for  haste  which  has  been 
given  to  us,  it  ie  right  and  proper  that  the  Coun- 
cil should  see  that  this  resolution  is  in  proper 
form  and  will  give  proper  expression  to  the  feel- 
ings of  the  Council.  I  shall  very  much  regret 
and  I  think  you  will  hereafter,  if  you  refuse  to 
send  it  to  a  committee  of  which  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  is  one  of  the  members,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  having  it  put  in  proper  shape.  In  regard 
to  the  attack  made  upon  me  by  the  excited  gen- 
tleman on  my  right  concerning  the  lion  and 
unicorn,  it  only  to  my 'mind  demonstrates  the 
profound  ignorance  to  which  prejudice  may 
lead  a  man  to  shjit  his  eyes  to  what  is  evident. 
The  lion  and  the  unicorn  were  on  that  build- 
ing because  we  conquered  them  from  England. 
If  we  had  a  standard  up  at  the  State  House 
which  had  been  captured  at  Bunker  Hill,  does 
the  gentleman  suppose  we  would  tear  it  down 
and  carry  it  away?  Trophies  conquered  in  that 
way  are  held  by  nations  among  their  chief  treas- 
ures. It  may  be  a  foolish  idea,  but  it  is  never- 
theless the  fact.  One  or  two  trophies  taken 
from  us  during  the  revolution  are  treasured  in 
Westminster  Abbey  today.  But,  sir,  on  the 
other  end  of  the  Old  State  House  are  the  Ameri- 
can eagle  and  the  State  arms,  with  the  names 
of  the  owners  and  the  former  owners  written  on 
the  shield  below.  It  calls  to  my  mind  also 
one  of  those  disreputable  tricks  of  politicians 
■which  are  resorted  to  occasionally.  When  that 
matter  was  brought  up  a  Republican  paper  in 
this  city  which  for  every  reason  had  a  right  to 
believe  that  the  preservation  of  the  Old  State 
House  was  a  proper  thing,  was  mean  enough  to 
appeal  exactly  to  the  prejudice  and  ignorance 
which  the  gentleman  himself  has  given  us  a 
sample  of,  and  to  ask  the  Democrats  of  Ward  12 
how  they  liked  the  idea  of  the  lion  and  the  uni- 
corn being  up  there;  and,  sir,  that  was  brought 
up  before  election  day  for  the  purpose  of  bring- 
ing out  votes  based  on  ingnqrance  to  defeat  me, 
and  they  came  near  defeating  me  on  that  day. 
Now,  sir,  I  regret  very  much  to  see  that  display 
of  prejudice  by  bringing  that  matter  up  again, 
it  not  being  connected  in  any  way  with  my  vote 
or  statement  here  tonight.  1  am  glad  to  say 
again  what  has  been  so  repeatedly  stated, 
that  the  man  who  would  object  to  our  putting 
up  the  arms  of  a  conquered  enemy  on  a  place 
wliere  it  once  sat,  after  we  had  conquered 
them,  and  to  putting  our  own  arms  above 
them,  makes  himself  absurd  when  he  comes 
into  a  community  and  for  convenience'  sake 
merely  speaks  the  English  language.  The 
utter  absurdity  of  the  whole  thing  is  evi- 
dent. It  was  only  brought  out  on  the  one  side 
and  the  other  as  a  handy  political  fling  at  an 
opponent.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  13  has 
had  no  occasion  on  the  floor  of  this  house  to 
bring  up  a  political  trick  or  dodge  of  that 
nature.  I  hope  the  resolution  will  be  referred 
for  the  purpose  of  being  put  in  better  shape  and 
also  for  tli3  proper  consideration  of  the  rights 
of  the  Council  in  the  control  of  Faneuil  Hall. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Atwood  the  main  question 
was  ordered.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  preamble  and  resolution  were 'passed; 
yeas  34,  nays  21 : 

Yeas— Barry,  Carroll,  Cochran,  Coleman, 
Connollv,  Coyle,  Davern,  Dolan,  Duggan, 
Fisher,  Foss.  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Hayes, 
Keliher,  Kellev,  Kennedy,  Leary,  Mahonev 
McEnaney,  McKenna,  McNarv,  J.  Murphy,  J.  J. 
Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Nunan,  O'Mealey, 
E.  J.  Powers,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Tee- 
vens,  Tracy,  Whall,  Whitmore— 34. 

Nays — Atwood.  Blume,  Burr,  Carstensen, 
Dewey,  Fowler,  Frost.  Ladd,  Lattimore,  Lauten. 
Light,  F.  Morison.  F.  R.  Morrison,  Perkins, 
Richards,  Sanger,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  Thayer, 
Tuttle,  Wilson— 21. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Bowman,  Chamberlain, 
Clark,  Desmond,  Dunn,  Fottler.  J.  Gallagher, 
Haggerty,  Harrington,  Norton,  Perry,  C.  C. 
Powers,  Reilly,  Shaw,  Short,  Sundberg,  Web- 
ster—17. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  trust  the  reconsideration  will 
prevail,  because  it  seems  to  me  we  should  give 
this  matter  some  further  consideration.  I  have 
been  surprised  at  the  position  taken  by  the  gen- 
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tlenian  from  Ward  7  tonight.  I  had  supposed 
that  the  only  question  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  7  ever  asked  was,  "Is  it  a  queen?" 

Mr.  Whall— Chestnuts. 

Mr.  Ladd— But  I  rind  now,  Mr.  President,  that 
he  draws  the  line  on  color.  [Laughter.]  I  find 
that  the  position  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7 
is  a  complete  .iustification  of  my  argument  made 
at  the  "beginning  of  this  discussion,  that  the  side 
which  he  represents  prefers  barbarism  to 
civilization.  I  am  an  American  citizen.  My 
ancestors  have  been  in  this  country  for  253  years. 
[Laughter.]  And  I  think,  Mr.  President,  that 
if  the  reconsideration  prevails  I  shall  have  an 
opportunity  to  show  that  I  have  as  much  right  to 
speak  for  my  country  and  her  institutions  as 
have  those  who  came  here  more  recently.  It  is 
because  of  my  love  for  my  country  and  her  in- 
stitutions that  I  am  opposed  to  this  resolution, 
and  I  say  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  and 
his  followers  in.  this  debate  take  an  entirely 
wrong  view  of  Faneuil  Hall  in  the  past,  or  of 
what  we  hope  it  will  be  in  the  future— not  a 
place  for  what  one  set  of  people  say  is  the  right 
principle,  or  what  another  set  of  people  say  is 
the  right  principle,  but  a  place  for  free 
speech.  That  is  the  principle  underlying 
this  whole  business,  that  in  the  Cradle 
of  Liberty  there  shall  be  free  speech.  It  has 
been  used  in  the  past  for  many  purposes  which 
cannot  be  justified,  and  it  is  to  the  undying 
credit  of  the  matchless  eloquence  of  Wendell 
Phillips  that  he  turned  one  of  those  occasions 
into  a  glorious  triumph  for  the  spirit  of  liberty. 
I  hope  such  triumphs  will  be  numerous  in  the 
future,  and  I  hope  we  shall  cling  closely  to  the 
spirit  that  Faneuil  Hall  shall  ever  be  devoted  to 
free  speech.  What  is  the  hurt  that  these  British 
societies  asked  for  the  hall  merely  that  they 
might  have  the  privilege  of  expressing  their 
own  opinions  in  the  Cradle  of  Liberty?  That 
was  all  they  asked.  It  is  smallness,  it  is  little- 
ness of  the  most  microscopic  nature,  which  un- 
dertakes to  say  that  they  shall  not  have  the  hall 
for  that  purpose.  It  belittles  every  man  who 
raises  his  voice  against  it.  He  cannot  justify 
such  action.  Let  downtrodden  England  and 
downtrodden  Englishmen,  the  whole  coterie 
possible  of  them,  here  in  Boston,  enjoy  Faneuil 
Hall  for  the  purpose  of  expressing  their  own 
views,  provided  they  are  not  against  law  and 
order. 

Mr.  Leary— Mr.  President. 

Mr.  Ladd— Mr.  President.  I  am  done. 

Mr.  Whall— The  gentleman  from  Ward  10 
says  he  is  surprised  at  the  position  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  7.  This  is  a  matter  of  his- 
tory. The  gentleman  from  Ward  7  has  been 
giving  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  continual 
surprises  for  the  past  year,  and  he  proposes  to 
give  him  a  few  more  before  he  severs  his  .con- 
nection with  this  government.  I  had  imagined 
that  when  he  made  his  witty  allusions  to  the 
drawing  of  the  queens  that  our  heathen  Chinee 
from  the  New  Hampshire  hills  had  been  indulg- 
ing in  the  festive  game  of  poker.  But  the  wit- 
ticisms and  the  humor  were  so  great  that  I  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  must  have  been  euchre 
that  he  was  playing  and  he  had  the  little  joker 
up  his  sleeve.  1  move  that  debate  be  now  closed. 

The  reconsideration  was  lost. 

LUNCH  ORDER. 

Mr.  Leary— In  consideration  of  the  success  of 
the  people  and  the  length  of  the  calendar  I  wish 
to  offer  the  following  order : 

Ordered,  That  the  city  messenger  be  re- 
quested to  provide  a  lunch  in  the  ante-room,  for 
the  members,  officers  and  reporters;  the  same 
to  be  charged  to  the  contingent  fund  of  the 
Common  Council. 

Passed,  yeas  58,  nays  2. 

Yeas— Atwood,  Barry,  Blume,  Burr,  Carroll, 
Carstensen,  Chamberlain.  Cochran,  Coleman, 
Connolly,  Coyle,  Davern,  Desmond,  Dewey, 
Dolan,  Duggan.  Fisher,  Foss.  Fowler,  Frost.  P. 
J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Harrington,  Hayes. 
Kelliher,  Kelley.  Kennedy,  Lattimore.  Lauten, 
Leary.  Light,  Mahoney,  McEnaney  McKenna, 
McNary.  F.  Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  Murphy. 
J.  J.  Murpliy.  W.  H.  Murphy,  Norton,  Nunau, 
O'Mealey  Perkins,  E.  J.  Powers,  Richards, 
Sanger,  Shaw,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan. 
R.  Sullivan,  Teevens,  Tracy,  Tuttle,  Whall, 
Whitmore,  Wilson— 58. 

Nays— Ladd,  Thayer— 2. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Bowman.  Clark.  Dunn, 
Fottler,    J.    Gallagher.     Haggerty.     Perry,     C. 


C.    Powers,    Reilly,    Short,    Sttndberg.  Webster 
—12. 

salaries  of  fire  commissioners. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McNary  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended, and  the  Council  took  ud  No,  51. 

An  ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  6  of  the 
Revised  Ordinances  of  1885,  so  as  to  increase  the 
salaries  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  to 
§3500  each,  per  annum. 

Mr.  McNary— This  matter  has  been  lying  on 
the  table  about  three  weeks  aud  to  my  mind  it 
is  about  time  that  it  should  be  disposed  of.  The 
majority  of  the  members  of  the  Council  on  the 
various  stages  of  this  matter  have  recorded 
themselves  as  in  favor  of  it.  I  wish  to  make  a 
few  brief  remarks  setting  forth  the  reasons  why 
the  order  should  pass.  We  have  now  appro-  " 
priated  money  for  the  increase  of  the  pay  of 
every  man  in  the  Fire  Department  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  commissioners.  We  have  in- 
creased the  pay  in  every  case  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  portion  covered  by  the  order,  which 
is  No.  54  on  our  calendar  tonight,  and  I  have 
not  the  slightest  doubt  that  the  order  will 
pass.  The  chief  engineer  of  the  Fire  De- 
partment now  gets  $3500  under  an  order 
passed  previously,  while  tne  commissioners 
get  but  $3000  apiece.  This  department  is  one 
of  the  most  important  departments,  if  not  the 
most  important  department  in  the  city ;  and  the 
men  in  charge  of  it  on  whom  the  responsibility 
for  the  safe  conduct  of  the  department  devolves 
should  he  well  paid,  and  it  is  good  economy  to 
pay  men  properly  for  their  services.  The  ser- 
vices of  the  commissioners  are  constantly  em- 
ployed in  this  department.  They  have  no  time 
to  properly  attend  to  other  business  of  an  out- 
side character  at  all.  When  the  department 
was  first  organized  the  pay  of  the  commission- 
ers in  the  commission  instituted  in  1872  or  1873, 
immediately  after  the  great  tire,  was  placed  at 
§4000  each.  But  in  later  years  the  pay  was  re- 
duced to  $3000  under  a  mistaken  idea  of  economy, 
and  it  has  remained  at  that  point  ever 
since.  Now  since  that  period,  when  the 
commissioners  received  $4000  each,  the  city 
of  Boston  has  increased  in  size  by  the 
addition  of  West  Roxburv,  Charlestown,  and 
Brighton,  and  its  area  has  increased  almost, 
if  not  quite,  one  half.  The  population  has  also 
shown  a  great  increase.  The  number  of  men  in 
the  department  have  been  added  to  from  time 
to  time,  until  it  is  one  half  to  one  third  larger 
than  it  was  then,  and  the  number  of  per- 
manent men  in  the  department  has  increased 
one  third.  The  department  has  been  conducted 
for  the  last  few  years  on  an  excellent  basis,  and 
is  one  of  the  best  managed  departments  in  this 
or  any  other  city.  It  is  a  notable  fact  that  the 
Fire  Department  of  Boston  is  one  of  the  best  fire 
departments  in  the  United  States.  That  is  shown 
completely  and  conclusively  by  the  fact  that  the 
rates  of  insurance  in  this  city,  owing  to  the  effi- 
ciency of  our  fire  department,  are  probably  low- 
er or  as  low  as  in  any  other  city  in  the  Uni- 
ted States.  When  the  fact  is  taken  into 
consideration,  that  Boston  is  an  exceed- 
ingly compact  business  city,  —  in  fact  one 
of  the  most  compact  in  the  world,  with  the 
exception  of  London,  and  that  its  business  area 
is  exceedingly  small,  and  the  value  of  the  prop- 
erty in  that  area  exceedingly  great— probably 
greater  than  any  other  city  with  the  exception 
of  London— the  importance  of  the  duty  per- 
formed by  the  Fire  Department  can  be  appreci- 
ated. In  that  business  area,  where  there  is  so 
much  valuable  property  in  such  a  small  space, 
the  loss  by  fire  is  exceedingly  small,  and  that 
fact  demonstrates  the  efficiency  of  the  depart- 
ment. I  will  also  call  the  attention  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  to  the.  fact  that  the  salaries 
paid  for  like  service  m  other  cities  are  far 
greater  than  those  paid  in  Boston,  hi  New 
York  the  total  is  $16,500,  which  is  divided  be- 
tween three  commissioners,  Li  Brooklyn  the 
salary  of  the  Fire  Commissioner  is  $7500,  and  in 
Philadelphia  $0000;  and  I  am  informed  tli at 
the  Western  cities  pay  their  Fire  Commission- 
ers, or  men  corresponding'  to  those  officers, 
very  nearly  as  much.  New  York  city  has  three 
fire  commissioners ;  Brooklyn  has  one  fire  com- 
niissioiier.with  several  assistants,  and  Philadel- 
phia has  one,  with  several  assistants.  The  sala- 
ry of  the  police  commissioners  of  Boston  when 
the  board  was  in  charge  of  the  city  of  Boston 
was  only  $3000  apiece.  But  when  the  police 
board   were  put  on  the  metropolitan  basis,   in 
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charge  of  the  State,  the  gentlemen  at  the  State 
House  thought  it  would  T>e  a  good  thing  to  in- 
crease the  salary  to  .$4000  for  two  of  the  com- 
missioners, giving  the  chairman  §4500.  Cer- 
tainly the  fire  department  of  the  city  of  Boston 
is  as  important  as  the  police  department,  as 
far  as  the  safety  of  the  inhabitants  and  of  the 
property  of  the  city  is  concerned:  and  if  the 
Police  Commissioners  are  worthy  of  receiving 
a  salary  of  $4000  apiece,  certainly  the  Fire  Com- 
missioner should  receive  $3500.  It  would  cer- 
tainly be  very  unfair  and  display  a  very  unjust 
spirit  to  increase  the  pay  of  every  other  man  in 
the  Fire  Department,  acknowledging  it  to  be 
equitable  and  proper,  and  then  refuse  to  in- 
crease the  pay  of  the  commissioners.  We  cer- 
tainly should  not  increase  the  pay  of  the  rank 
and  file  and  let  the  salaries  of  the  heads  of  de- 
partments remain  as  they  are.  Therefore  I 
hope  the  order  will  pass. 

Mr.  Ladd— It  has  often  been  said  when  pro- 
positions were  before  the  Common  Council  to 
raise  salaries  that  we  could  not  get  the  services 
of  first-class  men  without  paying  the  increase 
of  salary.  Now  the  gentleman  from  Ward  15 
has  told  us  of  the  laurels  which  our  Fire  Depart- 
partment  lias  won  in  the  past,  and  I  am  not  dis- 
posed to  dispute  them,  for  so  far  as  I  know  they 
are  deserving  of  the  praise.  But  the  very  argu- 
ment of'  the  gentleman  shows  that  for  $3000  we 
have  obtained  the  very  best  order  of  talent. 
Now,  i  doubt  the  expediency  and  utility  of  in- 
creasing the  salary  in  the  present  condition  of 
the  finances  of  the  city  of  Boston,  where  we  can 
get  the  best  order  of  ability  for  the  smaller 
salary  of  $3000.  Another  argument  which  the 
gentleman  advances  is  that  the  chief  engineer 
is  paid  $3500,  and  therefore  the  commissioners 
should  be  paid  $3500.  Well,  now,  the  chief  en- 
gineer, as  I  understand  it,  is  a  position  which  is 
not  so  honorable  as  that  of  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioners. I  suppose  that  the  position  of  a  fire 
commissioner  of  the  city  of  Boston  is  a  very 
honorable  one.  If  that  be  so,  why  should  not 
the  salary  be  made  a  little  less  on  that  ac- 
count,? We  render  our  services  here  for 
nothing,  and  we  do  it  largely  because  of  the 
honor,  or  dishonor,  at  least  some  of  us  feel 
so.  Now  if  that  be  true,  why  should  not  that 
matter  be  taken  into  account  in  fixing  the  salar- 
ies of  the  commissioners?  As  you  all  know,  I 
am  opposed  to  increasing  any  salaries  in  the 
present  situation  of  the  city  of  Boston  as  to  her 
finances,  and  when  I  have  said  that  i  have  said 
all  that  I  care  to  say,  because  I  know  that  any 
argument  that  I  may  offer  will  have  no  effect 
whatever  in  preventing  any  proposition  to  in- 
crease a  salary  in  this  City  Council.  No  argu- 
ment of  mine  would  convince  the  most  dull  and 
most  stolid.  Every  proposition  for  an  increase 
of  salary  is  bound  to  go  through,  and  it  is  im- 
possible to  prevent  it.  The  moment  that  any- 
body asks  for  more  he  is  sure  to  get  it.  Some- 
body among  the  majority  is  eager  to  gain  the 
applause  of  that  man  or  those  classes  of  men, 
and  at  once  rushes  forward  to  increase  his  salary 
at  his  beck  and  call.  I  am  discouraged  in  try- 
ing to  prevent  it.  The  thing  is  iixed  and  settled. 
That  is  the  policy,  and  the  majority  of  this  body 
is  bound  to  pursue  it.  Although  one  rose  from 
the  dead  I  do  not  think  the  policy  would  be 
changed. 

Mr.  McNary— I  shall  say  a  very  few  words  in 
reply  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman,  because 
his  views  are  very  well  known,  and  need  no  re- 
ply from  me.  But  I  would  remind  him  that  the 
proposition  to  increase  the  salaries  of  members 
of  the  Fire  Department  has  been  endorsed  by 
every  newspaper  in  the  city  of  Boston,  and  I 
should  think  that  their  combined  judgment 
was  better  than  i hat  of  any  one  individual  law- 
yer. I  would  remind  him  that  we  had  the  ser- 
vices, as  President,  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  for 
$25,000,  and  that  later,  General  Grant  and  others 
who  followed  him  got  $50,000,  which  shows  by 
the  gentleman's  argument  that  we  got  better 
services  for  $25,000  than  we  got  for  $50,000.  In 
regard  to  the  position  of  councilman  being  dis- 
honorable, I  would  suggest  to  the  gentleman 
that  he  resign.  I  would  resign  if  I  thought  so. 
In  regard  to  what  the  gentleman  said  as  to  the 
policy  of  increasing  salaries  of  everybody  who 
asked  for  it,  I  distinctly  remember  an  order 
which  was  in  the  custody  of  the  committee,  and 
which  could  not  be  passed  through  the  Council. 
Here  is  an  order  on  this  evening's  calendar  of 
which  I  am  reminded  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  7,  and  a  report  from  the  Committee  on 


Finance  that  the  order  to  increase  the  salaries 
of  the  sealers  of  weights  and  measures  ought 
not  to  pass.  The  salary  of  the  port  physician 
was  not  increased.  But  I  would  say  that  all 
those  salaries  which  ought  to  be  increased,  are 
not  increased,  and  those  which  ought  not  to  be 
increased,  are  increased. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

Mr.  McNary  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost, 

REPORTS   FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Bos- 
ton Water  Board  requesting  the  early  consider- 
ation by  the  City  Council  of  the  matter  of  an 
increased  supply  of  water  for  the  Charlestown 
District. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Water. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  city  clerk  of 
the  indefinite  postponement  by  the  other  branch 
on  June  20.  of  the  ordinance  to  increase  the 
salaries  of  the  sealers  of  weights  and  measures, 
referred  by  the  Council  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Placed  on  file. 

Report  of  the  city  auditor  of  the  receipts  and 
expenditures  of  the  city  of  Boston  and  county  of 
Suffolk  for  the  financial  year,  1S86— (City  Doc. 
1885,)  was  received.    Sent  up. 

LEMONADE. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  Mr.  Carroll 
offered  an  order — That  the  city  messenger  be 
requested  to  provide  lemonade,  during  the 
warm  weather,  on  Council  nights,  for  the  mem- 
bers, officers,  and  reporters ;  the  expense  attend- 
ing the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  contingent 
fund  of  the  Common  Council. 

Passed,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules.  Mr. 
Carroll  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

WIDENING  OF  BEACON   STREET. 

Early  in  the  session  Mr.  Ladd  offered  the  fol- 
lowing: 

1.  Ordered,  That  the  Street  Commissioners  be 
requested  to  widen  Beacon  street  upon  the  north 
side,  between  Tremont  and  Mt.  Vernon  streets, 
to  a  line  as  shown  on  a  "plan  of  proposed  widen- 
ing of  Beacon  street  between  Tremont  and  Mt. 
Vernon  streets,"  drawn  by  Thomas  W.  Davis, 
city  surveyor. 

2.  Ordered,  That  the  Street  Commissioners  be 
requested  to  take  about  llto  square  feet  of  land 
on  the  north  side  of  Beacon  street,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  widening  that  part  of  Beacon  street  to 
the  line  as  shown  on  a  "plan  of  proposed  widen- 
ing of  Beacon  street  between  Tremont  and  Mt. 
Vernon  streets,"  drawn  by  Thomas  W.  Davis, 
city  surveyor,  being  a  part  of  lot  numbered  one 
on  said  plan. 

Specially  assigned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ladd,  to 
8.15  P.M. 

3.  Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  he  author- 
ized to  transfer  from  the  appropriation  for  the 
library  building,  Dartmouth  street,  to  the  widen- 
ing of  Beacon  street  on  the  north  side,  between 
Tremont  and  Mt.  Vernon  streets,  the  sum  of 
$305,000. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

Later  in  the  session  the  first  two  orders  were 
called  up  by  Mr.  Ladd. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  shall  before  I  sit  down  move  to 
refer  those  two  orders  to  the  Committee  on  Lay- 
ing out  and  Widening  Streets.  Before  that  is 
done  I  wish  to  say  that  I  had  them  assigned  to 
this  hour  in  order  that  I  might  say  aword  in  re- 
gard to  them.  In  agitating  this  matter  in  the 
beginning  and  having  anything  to  do  with  it,J  it 
was  my  purpose  to  serve  the  section  of  the  city 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  and,  as 
I  believe,  the  interest  of  the  whole  city  as 
well.  I  did  what  I  have  done  because  of  reports 
which  were  brought  to  me  that  there  was  to  be 
an  expensive  building  built  upon  the  corner  of 
Tremont  and  Beacon  streets.  I  knew  that  the 
tide  of  travel  which  the  building  up  of  Brigh- 
ton, the  Back  Bay  and  Brookline  would  ulti- 
mately take  over  that  street,  would  entirely  inca- 
pacitate it  for  the  accommodation  of  that  travel. 
Looking  to  the  future,  as  I  believe  it  is  the  duty 
of  all  of  us  to  do,  I  saw  that  now  was  the  time  to 
make  the  improvement  if  it  were  ever  made. 
Since  then  I  have  understood  that  there  was  a 
possibility  of  the  old  building  being  repaired 
and  altered  and  improved  instead  of  a  new 
building  being  built  upon  the  site.  Now  I  want 
to  relieve  myself  from  any  responsibility  on 
account  of  a  change  in  the  plan,  for  1  believe  it 
to  be  a  most  unfortunate  thing  for  the  city  of 
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Boston.  I  never,  if  I  know  it.  will  interpose 
any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  improving  tlie  prop- 
erty of  our  city  in  the  taking  down  of  old  build- 
ings, provided  they  have  no  special  historic  in- 
terest, and  the  erection  of  new  and  better  ones 
that  will  return  a  better  revenue  to  the  owners 
and  larger  taxes  to  the  city  of  Boston.  I  am 
sorry  that  there  has  been  any  tendency  to  stop 
this  effort  to  widen  Beacon  street.  If  it  he  true 
that  the  plans  have  been  changed  I  think  it  is 
entirely  unnecessary,  and  I  think  the  owners 
are  blind  to  their  own  interest  if  they  think  the 
effect  of  this  widening  will  prevent  them  from 
having  a  large  and  elegant  building.  I  think  it 
would  be  clearly  for  the  interest  of  the  city  of 
Boston  to  have  the  widening  made.  Never  hav- 
ing been  in  favor  of  any  extravagance,  I  feel 
that  I  would  be  perfectly  willing  to  vote  to  pay 
those  owners  every  dollar  that  anybody  would 
reasonably  say  the  whole  of  that  building  which 
they  propose  to  take  down,  is  worth,  merely  for 
the  purpose  of  widening  that  street,  and  to  pay 
them  in  addition  to  that  for  the  land  actually 
taken.  Those  are  terms  with  which  no  real  es- 
tate owners,  it  seems  to  me,  can  quarrel.  That 
is  fair  treatment  for  the  owners  of  real  estate.  I 
say  it  would  be  for  the  interest  of  the  city  of 
Boston  to  pay  the  owner  every  cent  that  the  old 
building  is  worth  and  to  pay  him  for  the  land 
taken,  and  with  that  he  can  find  no  fault.  I  do 
not  want  to  see  any  such  policy  pursued  as  was 
pursued  at  the  corner  of  Tremont  and  Temple 
streets.  When  the  time  comes  to  improve  pro- 
perty I  want  the  owner  to  get  the  benefit  of  his 
land  and  the  city  to  get  the  benefit  of  any  public 
improvement  which  ought  to  be  made.  It  was 
no  purpose  of  mine  to  crowd  the  owners  of  this 
building  in  reference  to  this  particular  widen- 
ing. I  move  the  reference  of  those  two  orders 
to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Laying  Out  and 
Widening  Streets. 

Mr.  Whall-I  desire  to  amend  that  by  refer- 
ring to  the  Committee  on  Finances,  for  the  rea- 
son that  the  order  providing  for  a  transfer  from 
the  Public  Library  fund  has  been  referred  to 
that  committee,  and  I  think  it  is  nothing  but 
right  that  the  whole  matter  should  be  consider- 
ed by  that  committee. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  moved  to  refer  that  order  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance  because  another  order  to 
transfer  an  amount  from  that  appropriation  to 
another  proposed  appropriat  ion  for  street  widen- 
ing was  referred  to  that  committee,  and  as  the 
Committee  on  Streets  should  take  the  initiative 
in  this  matter  I  feared  delay. 

Mr.  Whall-I  withdraw  the  objection. 

The  first  two  orders  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets. 

EOXBUKT  HIGH  SCHOOLHOUSE  SITE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Leary  the  Council  took  from 
the  table  and  placed  on  file  No.  57  on  the  calen- 
der, viz. 

Mayor's  message  transmitting  a  communi- 
cation from  Russell  Bradford,  relative  to  a  site 
for  a  new  High  schoolhouse  in  Koxbury. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

1.  Report  of  Fire  Commissioners  of  fires  and 
alarms  for  May.    Placed  on  file. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fowler,  Nos.  2  to  10  were 
acted  on  together,  viz. : 

2.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  leave  to 
withdraw,  on  account  of  failure  to  notify  the 
city  on  petition  of  Mrs.  S.  B.  Williams  for  com- 
pensation for  personal  injuries  received  from  an 
alleged  defect  in  Washington  street. 

3.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Sarah  J.  Dugan  for  compen- 
sation for  personal  injuries  received  from  an 
alleged  defect  at  31  Genessee  street. 

4.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw, on  account  of  failure  to  notify  the  city, 
on  petition  of  Margaret  McDermott  for  compen- 
sation for  personal  injuries  received  from  an 
alleged  defect  in  Warren  street,  Roxbury. 

5.  Report  of  the  same  committee,  leave  to 
withdraw,  on  a  petition  of  Caroline  M.  Stevens, 
to  be  compensated  for  personal  injuries  re- 
ceived from  an  alleged  defect  in  Washington 
street. 

C.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw, on^petition  of  Henry  F.  Vinal,  for  com- 
pensation for  injury  to  his  house,  25  Newcomb 
street,  by  the  construction  of  a  sewer. 

7.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw, on  petition  of  James  Deshon,  for  refund 
oi  the  amount  paid  hy  him  for  certain  alleged 


invalid  deeds  of  estates  on   Columbia  street, 
Ward  24. 

8.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw, on  petition  of  James  Deshon,  for  refund 
of  the  amounts  paid  by  him  for  certain  alleged 
invalid  deeds  of  estates  on  Hamilton  avenue. 
Ward  24. 

9.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw, on  petition  of  James  Deshon,  to  he  re- 
funded the  amount  paid  by  him  for  an  alleged 
defective  tax  title  of  an  estate  on  Harvard 
street.  Ward  24. 

10.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw, on  petition  of  Henry  J.  Bartlett,  mort- 
gagee in  possession,  to  be  paid  the  balance 
arising  from  tax  sale  of  estate  on  Dale  street.. 

Reports  severally  accepted  in  concurrence. 

11.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw, on  petition  of  Bridget  Flaherty  for  com- 
pensation for  personal  injuries  received  from  an 
alleged  defect  in  G  street. 

Recommitted,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Leary. 

12.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw, on  petition  of  Henry  J.  Bartlett,  mort- 
gagee in  possession,  to  be  paid  the  balance 
arising  from  tax  sale  of  estate  on  Blue  Hill 
avenue  and  Edgewood  street. 

Accepted  in  concurrence. 

13.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  that  the 
ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised 
Ordinances  of  18S5,  so  as  to  increase  the  salaries 
of  the  deputy  sealers  of  weights  and  measures, 
ought  not  to  pass. 

Accepted  in  concurrence. 

14.  Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  that 
the  order  to  rescind  the  order  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil, of  May  24,  188G.  authorizing  the  street  com- 
missioners to  sell  by  public  auction  the  old 
engine-house  on  Cabot  street,  ought  not  to 
pass. 

Mr.  Whall— I  move  to  recommit  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands.  The  reason  I  make  the 
motion  is  that  a  very  important  and  influential 
society  desires  to  be  heard  before  that  commit- 
tee before  final  action  is  taken  by  the  city  gov- 
ernment. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  hope  the  gentleman  will  not 
insist  upon  his  motion.  The  original  order  to 
sell  the  Cabot-street  engine-house  was  passed 
over  a  year  ago.  After  it  was  passed  an  order 
was  put  into  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  rescind 
the  order  to  sell.  We  have  given  repeated  hear- 
ings and  have  beard  all  parties.  Upon  all  the 
facts  it  was  the  unanimous  determination  of  the 
committee  that  the  order  to  rescind  ought  not  to 
pass,  and  that  it  was  for  the  best  interest  of  the 
city  that  the  property  should  be  sold.  I  make 
this  statement  to  the  gentleman  because  I  do 
not  know  that  he  has  all  the  facts.  The  cdn- 
mittee  have  had  it  under  consideration  for  a 
year,  and  this  is  their  unanimous  opinion.  I 
trust  the  Council  will  not  refer  it  back,  because 
we  have  given  it  our  best  ability  and  all  the 
consideration  possible. 

Mr.  Whall— The  reason  I  made  the  motion 
was  that  a  member  of  the  Council  from  Ward 
19  informed  me  that  an  influential  society,  hav- 
ing some  rights  in  the  premises  at  present,  de- 
sired to  be  heard  and  that  they  had  not  been 
heard.  I  thought  it  was  only  fair  that  the  gov- 
ernment should  take  no  final  action  until  a 
proper  presentation  of  their  case  had  been  made 
to  the  committee.  I  do  not  presume  that  delay- 
ing the  matter  a  meeting  or  two,  or  even  during 
the  summer  vacation,  is  going  to  hurt  the  inter- 
ests of  the  city. 

Mr.  Wilson— There  is  only  one  society  that 
has  any  interest  in  the  building.  That  society 
has  been  occupying  the  building  rent  free  for 
several  years.  They  have  been  heard  on  this 
question.  They  had  an  alderman  come  before 
the  committee  to  represent  them.  This  soci- 
ety has  been  occupying  that  building  for  three 
years  without  paying  rent,  although  they  arc 
under  an  agreement  to  pay  a  nominal  rent  of 
$20  or  $25,  hut  the  rent  has  never  been  collect- 
ed. We  heard  that  society  fully  and  it  was 
finally  determined  by  the  committee  that  the 
order  to  rescind  ought  not  to  pass.  I  trust  the 
Council  will  not  refer  the  matter  back  to  the 
committee.  We  know  all  the  facts  relating  to 
the  case. 

The  motion  to  recommit  was  declared  lost. 
Mr.  Whall  doubted  the  vote,  the  Council  was 
divided,  14  in  the  affirmative  and  11  in  the 
negative,  and  the  motion  was  declared  carried, 

Mr.  Ladd  raised  the  point  of  order  that  a 
quorum  was  not  present,  and  the  president  after 
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counting    ruled  the    point    of   order  not  well 
taken. 

15.  Report  of  Committee  on  Streets,  no  further 
action  necessary  on  the  order  for  the  Street 
Commissioners  to  prepare  plans  and  estimates 
of  the  cost  of  laying  out  and  extending-  Alger 
street  to  Dorchester  street,  and  of  laying  out  a 
new  street  adjacent  to  the  Old  Colony  railroad, 
from  Dorchester  avenue  to  Dorchester  street, 
and  of  the  extension  of  Prehle  street  across  the 
tracks  of  said  railroad  to  Lowland  street. 

Recommitted  to  Committee  on  Streets,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  McNary. 

16.  Report  of  same  committee,  no  action  neces- 
sary on  the  order  for  the  Street  Commissioners 
to  widen  Rogers  street  between  Dorchester  and 
Preble  streets. 

Recommitted  to  Joint  Committee  on  Streets; 
on  motion  of  Mr.  McNary,  who  said  the  report 
was  caused  by  a  misunderstanding  by  a  member 
of  the  committee  of  a  remark  made  by  the 
speaker. 

17.  Report  of  same  committee,  that  the  order 
for  said  committee  to  report  the  expense  of 
widening  Emerson  street,  from  Broadway  to  K 
street,  ongnt  not  to  pass. 

Recommitted  to  Committee  on  Streets  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  E.  J.  Powers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fowler,  Nos.  IS  and  19  were 
acted  on  together,  viz: 

18.  Report  of  Committee  on  Department  for 
Inspection  of  Buildings,  no  action  necessary  on 
the  petition  of  Cyrus  Butler  for  leave  to  build  a 
wooden  building  on  Braintree  street,  near 
Everett  street. 

19.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw, at  his  own  request,  on  petition  of  A.  Mor- 
ton for  leave  io  build  two  wooden  buildings  on 
Gustin  street. 

Reports  accepted  in  concurrence. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Tower,  Nos.  20  and  21  were 
acted  on  together,  viz: 

20.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  recom- 
mending reference  to  the  superintendent  of 
streets,  of  the  order  proposing  to  place  laborers 
in  the  several  city  departments  on  full  time. 

21.  Report  of  Committee  on  Streets,  recom- 
mending reference  to  the  Street  Commissioners 
of  the  order  for  said  commissioners  to  report  to 
the  Common  Council  the  cost  of  widening 
Boylston  street,  on  the  southerly  side,  from  Park 
square  to  Tremont  street. 

Reports  accepted  and  said  references  ordered 
in  concurrence. 

22.  Report  of  Committee  on  Department  for 
Inspection  of  Buildings,  and  order  lor  the  issue 
of  a  permit  to  the  Pearson  Cordage,  Company 
to  build  a  wooden  addition  to  building  112  Nor- 
folk avenue,  Ward  20,  for  manufacturing  pur- 
poses. 

23.  Report  of  same  committee,  and  order  for 
the  issue  of  a  permit  to  John  Thorburn  to  build 
a  wooden  building  on  Call  street,  Jamaica  Plain, 
for  stable  purposes. 

Reports  accepted ;  orders  passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

•A.  Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and 
orders  for  the  release  of  a  certain  condition,  and 
the  change  of  other  conditions  to  restrictions, 
in  a  certain  deed  of  estate,  i  Union  Park,  now 
or  at  one  time  the  property  of  Angeline  M. 
Brackett. 

Report  accepted ;  order  passed  in  concurrence. 

25.  Report  of  same  committee,  and  order  for 
the  release  of  conditions  in  a  certain  deed  of  es- 
tate 664  Tremont  street,  the  property  of  Eliza- 
beth G.  Frost,  executrix  of  the  estate  of  John 
Gilbert. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 
Mr.  Frost  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

20.  Report  of  same  committee,  and  order  au- 
thorizing the  Street  Commissioners  to  lease, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  mayor,  the  wharf 
property  belonging  to  the  city,  756  Albany 
stieet. 

Report  accepted  and  the  question  came  on 
giving  the  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  to  inquire  what  the 
extent  of  this  property  is,  and  whether  or  not 
the  committee  considered  the  feasibility  of  this 
being  needed  for  a  wharf  for  the  Paving  De- 
partment. [Pause.]  In  the  absence  of  any  in- 
formation I  move  that  the  order  be  assigned  to 
the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Whall— I  move  the   previous  question. 

Mr.  Sanger— I  hope  the  main  question  will 
not  be  ordered,  for  the  reason  that  I  believe  we 
are  entitled  to  some  explanation  before  voting 


upon  this  order.  I  wish  some  member  of  the 
committee  would  tell  us. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  trust  the  gentleman  will  not 
insist  upon  the  main  question.  I  was  not  in  the 
chamber  when  that  motion  was  put  and  shall 
be  happy  to  state  the  facts.  There  is  a  tenant 
in  occupation  upon  these  premises  whose  lea.se 
expires  and  this  order  is  simply  to  give  the 
commissioners  power  to  lease  it.  They  will 
lease  it  at  a  fair  rental.  We  did  not  consider 
the  question  whether  the  property  is  proper  for 
a  wharf  for  the  Paving  Department,  and  I  do 
not  know  whether  it  is  or  not,  but  I  don't  be- 
lieve it  is.  But  I  know  there  is  a  tenant  in  oc- 
cupation now. 

Mr.  Whall— The  reason  I  moved  the  previous 
question  was  because  the  only  objection  came 
from  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  as  to  whether 
the  property  could  be  used  for  a  Paving  Depart- 
ment wharf.  You  might  as  well  think  of 
using  a  piece  of  property  for  the  purpose  in 
Jamaica  Plain.  The  Paving  Department  need  a 
wharf  in  AVard  7  or  8,  where  vessels  can 
get  to  it.  And  another  reason  I  move  it 
is  that  the  property  is  unproductive,  and 
nobody  has  any  right  to  lease  it,  and  the  sooner 
we  have  it  producing  something  the  better. 
We  have  a  lot  of  unproductive  property  up  there 
on  that  side  of  Albany  street,  and  we  ought  to 
either  sell  or  lease  it.  I  am  glad  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands  have  at  last  woke  up  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  Old  Fair  Ground  property 
should  be  productive.  I  hope  we  shall  give 
somebody  the  right  to  lease  this  property. 

Mr.  Ladd— Does  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9 
know  when  the  present  lease  expires? 

Mr.  Wilson— I  have  not  the  date  in  mind. 

Mr.  Ladd— This  matter  is  so  little  known  that 
we  ought  to  have  more  definite  and  further  in- 
formation than  we  have.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  Paving  Department  is  searching  for  a 
wharf,  and  I  am  not  at  all  sure  of  the  accuracy 
of  the  information  we  have  received  in  such  an 
off-hand  and  demonstrative  manner  from  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  7.  I  do  not  know  how 
much  interest  lie  may  have  in  this  matter.  I 
think  we  ought  to  have  some  further  informa- 
tion before  we  vote  upon  it,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  Paving  Department  is  looking  for  a 
wharf,  and  if  we  have  property  that  is  adapted 
far  that  purpose  we  should  not  let  it  to  some- 
body else. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  believe  I  stated  to  the  Council 
the  true  facts  in  regard  to  this  wharf.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  7  has  not  the  facts  exactly  in 
mind.  The  property  is  not  unproductive,  but 
tne  facts  are  as  I  have  stated,  and  there  is  a 
tenant  in  occupancy.  I  will  read  the  communi- 
cation which  the  Street  Commissioners  sent  to 
the  Council  in  the  first  place.  [Mr.  Wilson  read 
the  communication.]  That  is  simply  to  give 
them  authority  to  lease  the  property  at  the  ex- 
piration of  the  present  lease.  I  do  not  believe  it 
is  any  more  fit  for  a  wharf  for  the  Paving  De- 
partment than  this  room  is. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  inquire  if  amendments  are 
in  order  at  the  present  time? 

The  President— Not  while  the  main  question 
is  pending. 

The  main  question  was  ordered, 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading, 
read  a  second  time  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Whall— I  move  that  debate  be  now 
closed, 

Mr.  Ladd— I  move  to  amend  the  order. 

The  President— Mr.  Whall  has  moved  that 
debate  be  now  closed. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  think  a  motion  to  amend  the  or- 
der is  in  order  while  the  order  is  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Whall— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
pending  the  motion  to  close  debate  no  motion  is 
in  order. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken.     Mr.  Ladd  of  Ward  10. 

Mr.  Ladd— Well,  Mr.  President,  we  have  lis- 
tened to  a  good  many  queer  proceedings  here, 
but  it  seems  to  me  as  remarkably  queer  that  we 
should  not  be  allowed  to  put  into  this  order 
words  instructing  the  Street  Commissioners  to 
inquire,  before  they  lease  the  property,  whether 
it  is  desirable  to  use  it  for  a  wharf  for  the  Paving 
Department.  Ihose  are  the  words  I  desired  to 
put  in,  and  before  we  pass  the  order  it  seems  to 
me  we  should  have  the  privilege  of  making 
such  an  amendment. 

It  was  voted  to  close  debate. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  inquire  if  amendments 
are  in  order  at  the  present  time? 
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Mr.  Whall-Xo. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  did  not  inquire  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7.  but  from  the  Chair. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  say  that 
the  Council  having  voted  to  close  debate  no 
amendments  are  in  order. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

27.  Report  of  same  committee,  and  order  for 
the  Street  Commissioners  to  lease,  subject  to 
the  approval  of  the  mayor,  the  city  property  at 
the  northwest  corner  of  L  and  E.  First  streets, 
containing  about  26,220  square  feet. 

Report  accepted. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  inquire  what  the  condi- 
tion of  tliis  property  is;  whether  there  is  any 
building  on  it,  and  what  purpose  it  is  to  be  used 
for? 

The  President— The  question  is  on  giving  the 
order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Tuttle— I  wouid  like  a  little  information 
in  regard  to  this  order.  I  have  no  objection  to 
tne  lease,  but  I  would  like  to  know  who  is  go- 
ing to  take  the  lease  and  what  sort  of  a  building 
is  to  be  placed  there,  if  the  committee  can  give 
the  information. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  have  not 
the  facts  in  this  case,  but  1  know  it  is  a  question 
whether  this  property  shall  remain  unproduc- 
tive, as  it  is  at  present,  or  whether  it  shall  be 
disposed  of  in  some  way  or  other  or  whether  it 
shall  be  leased  or  sold.  The  committee  having 
it  in  charge  recommend  that  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners have  the  privilege  of  leasing  it  with  the 
approval  of  the  mayor.  "We  have  no  authority 
to  state  what  they  shall  lease  it  for  nor  what  the 
terms  shall  be.  All  that  we  can  do  is  to  give 
the  Street  Cornmissiouers  authority  to  lease  it, 
and  under  the  ordinances  they  have  authority 
to  lease  it  upon  such  terms  and  for  such  time, 
with  the  approval  of  the  mayor,  as  they  shall 
see  fit. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  to  have  some  further 
information  in  regard  to  this  matter,  and  as  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
says  he  has  not  all  the  facts.  I  move  to  assign  to 
the  next  meeting  at  8  o'clock. 

The  motion  to  assign  prevailed. 

Report  of  same  committee,  and  order  for  the 
modification  of  a  certain  condition  in  a  deed  of 
estate  39  East  Concord  street,  now  the  property 
of  James  McCormick. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Mr-.  Ladd— I  would  like  to  inquire  if  this  is  not 
a  similar  matter  to  one  which  was  before  us  a 
short  time  ago,  upon  which  I  tliink  adverse  ac- 
tion was  taken? 

Mr.  Whall — I  do  not  know  whetherthis  is  the 
same  as  the  matter  which  was  before  us  a  short 
time  ago,  but  I  wish  to  jog  the  gentleman's 
memory  by  reminding  him.  that  adverse  action 
was  not  taken  and  the  matter  was  carried 
through  in  regard  to  the  rest  of  Mr.  McCor- 
micks  property  on  East  Concord  street. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

Mr.  McNary  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  in 
order  to  call  up  Number  5i  on  the  calendar. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  tru-t  the  gentleman  will  allow 
the  next  order  to  be  called  up,  as  I  am  interested 
in  Number  29,  and  cannot  remain  after  lunch, 

Mr.  AVhitmore— I  have  been  requested  to  in- 
form the  president  that  the  lunch  is  now  ready, 
and  I  move  that  a  recess  be  taken  of  20  minutes. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  at  11.03  P.M.  a  re- 
cess was  taken  for  lunch. 

The  Council  was  called  to  order  at  11.30P.M. 

salaries  of  fire  employees. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McNary,  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended, and  he  called  up  No.  54,  viz. : 

Substitute  order,  for  order  reported  bv  Fire 
Department  Committee,  requesting  the  Board  of 
Fire  Commissioners  to  establish  the  salaries  of 
permanent  members  of  the  Fire  Department,  as 
follows:  Captains.  $1400  per  annum;  lieuten- 
ants, 81300 ;  enginemen,  31300 ;  assistant  engine- 
men,  $1200;  permanent  men,  first  year  of  ser- 
vice, $1000 ;  second  year,  $1100 ;  third  year  and 
thereafter.  $1200. 

The  substitute  was  adopted  and  passed.  Mr. 
McNary  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

CLAIM  OF  GEORGE  MARTIN. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  Mr.  Foss  sub- 
mitted a  report  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  claim  of  George  Mar- 
tin for  compensation  for  damages  to  his  pro- 
perty on  East  Ninth  street,  on  account  of  the 


change  of  grade  of  said  street,  recommending 
the  passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
George  Martin  the  sum  of  $3000  in  full  settle- 
ment of  his  claim  against  the  city  for  damages 
to  his  property  on  account  of  the  change  of 
grade  of  East  Ninth  street,  in  consideration  of 
his  giving  to  the  city  a  release  satisfactory  to 
the  city  solicitor  of  all  claims  for  damages  on 
account  of  the  change  of  grade  of  said  street ; 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
incidentals. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question 
came  on  giving  the  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  some  explanation  as 
to  the  merits  of  the  case, 

Mr.  Gomez— This  is  a  case  in  which  the  city 
raised  the  grade  of  East  Ninth  street  some  7% 
feet  from  its  original  grade  to  the  second-story 
windows  of  two  stone  buildings  'of  Mr.  Martin 
on  East  Ninth  street.  His  petition  was  that  the 
city  of  Boston  either  raise  those  buildings  or 
allow  him  damages.  He  placed  his  damages  at 
$5000.  We  consulted  some  experts,  George 
Cavanagh  and  others,  about  the  cost  of 
raising  buildings,  and  found  that  it  would 
cost  considerable  money  to  raise  these  build- 
ings. Sir.  Martin  has  an  estate  of  a  couple  of 
acres  there.  I  suppose  that  he  would  take  the 
case  into  court,  and  probably  the  city  would 
have  to  pay  more  than  $3000  for  it.  The  com- 
mittee thought  that  this  was  as  fair  a  settlement 
as  they  could  make.  It  is  a  case  where  the  city 
has  deprived  him  of  rent  for  two  years,  and  the 
work  has  not  been  completed  yet,  and  the  dam- 
age would  continue  until  the  completion  of  this 
work.  Mr.  Martin  proposes  to  release  the  city 
from  all  future  damages,  and  so  forth,  and  the 
committee  thought  it  best  to  make  this  settle- 
ment. 

Order  passed  under  suspension  of  Joint  Rule 
14.  Mr.  r  oss  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.  Sent 
up. 

PAYMENT    FOR    USE    OF    STREETS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Learv  the  Council  took  from 
the  table  No.  55  on  the  calendar,  viz. : 

Order  requesting  the  Committee  on  Legisla- 
tive Matters  to  appear  before  the  Committee  on 
Street  Railways  of  the  Legislature  and  advo- 
cate the  matter  of  payment  for  the  use  of 
streets,  etc.,  by  railway  corporations,  etc. 

Mr.  Leary— I  move  an  indefinite  postpone- 
ment. 

Mr.  Wilson— As  the  gentleman  who  intro- 
duced this  order,  I  have  to  state  that  I  have  no 
objection  to  the  indefinite  postponement,  be- 
cause the  order  can  do  no  good  at  present,  and 
the  indefinite  postponement  helps  to  clear  the 
calendar.  But  I  think  the  gentleman  might 
have  made  that  statement. 

Mr.  Leary— My  reason  for  making  the  mo- 
tion was  that  the  Legislature  has  adjourned. 
If  the  order  could  have  been  put  in  force  I 
would  not  have  moved  to  indefinitely  postpone. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  prevailed. 

TORPEDOES  AND  OTHER  DETONATORS. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  Mr.  AVhitmore 
offered 

An  Ordinance 
Concerning  Torpedoes  and  Other  Detonators. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Chapter  53  of  the  Revised  Ordi- 
nances of  1885  is  hereby  amended  by  adding  the 
following  section : 

"Sec.  5.  No  person  shall  in  any  public  place 
or  highway  explode,  or  so  place  or  deposit  that 
explosion  can  occur,  any  torpedo,  percussion 
cap,  or  other  mechanical  contrivance  whereof 
anv  form  of  detonator  is  a  part." 

Sec.  2.  The  title  of  said  Chapter  53  of  the  Re- 
vised Ordinances  of  1S85  is  hereby  amended  by 
adding  after  the  word  "fire-arms"  the  word 
"detonators." 

Referred,  o#motion  of  Mr.  Whitinore,  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDBRMEN— 
RESUMED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall,  Nos.  39  to  44  were 
taken  up  for  action,  viz. : 

39.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  an  order  for  a  transfer 
of  $1390.26  from  the  appropriation  for  police  to  a 
special  appropriation  to  be  known  as  "flags, 
ropes  and  stakes,"  the  same  to  be  under  the 
control  of  the  auditor ;  also  an  ordinance  in  rela- 
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tion  to  the  care  and  custody  of  city  flags,  ropes 
and  stakes. 

40.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  and 
order  for  a  transfer  of  $3000  from  the  reserved 
fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Cushman  School- 
house,  heating  apparatus,  and  removal  of  water- 
closets. 

41.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  and 
order  authorizing  the  commissioners  on  the  new 
bridge  to  Cambridge  to  expend  the  balance  of 
the  appropriation  for  said  bridge  in  making  the 
preliminary  surveys  and  plans. 

42.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance  that  the 
order  for  a  transfer  of  ,*2000  from  the  revenue  of 
the  Cochituate  Water  Works  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  City  Collector's  Department  ought 
to  pass. 

43.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  and 
order  authorizing  the  superintendent  of  public 
buildings  to  provide  a  physical  laboratory  in  the 
Boys'  Latin  School,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding 
§1000. 

44.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  and 
order  authorizing  the  superintendent  of  public 
buildings  to  provide  a  physical  laboratory  in  the 
Girls'  High  and  Latin  School,  at  an  expense  not 
exceeding  .$500. 

Reports  severally  accepted,  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended and  the  orders  for  transfers  passed  in 
concurrence;  yeas  56,  naysO: 

Yeas — Atwood,  Barry,  Blume,  Burr.  Carroll, 
Carstensen,  Chamberlain,  Cochran.  Coleman, 
Connolly,  Coyle,  Davern.  Desmond,  Dewey,  Do- 
lan.  Duggan,  Fisher,  Fowler,  Frost,  P.  .7.  Gal- 
lagher, Gomez,  Harrington,  Hayes,  Keliher, 
Kelley.Kennedy,  Ladd,Lattimore,Laute)],Leary, 
Light,  McEnaney,  McKenna,  McNary,  F.Mori- 
son,  F.R.  Morrison,  J.  Murphy,  .1.  J,  Murphy,  W. 
H.  Murphy,  Norton,  Nunan,  O'Mealey,  Perkins, 
E.  J.  Powers,  Richards,  Sanger,  Shaw,  Snow, 
E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan.  R.  Sullivan.  Tee- 
vens,  Tracy,  Turtle,  Whall,  Whitmore— 56. 

Nays— 0. 

Absent  and  not  voting— Bowman.  Clark, 
Dunn,  Foss,  Fottler,  J.  Gallagher,  Haggerty, 
Mahoney,  Perry,  C.  C.  Powers.  Reilly,  Short, 
Sundberg,  Thayer.  Webster.  Wilson— 16. 

The  other  orders  and  the  ordinance  were 
passed  in  concurrence. 

A  reconsideration  was  refused  in  each  case. 

REPAVING  OF  A  STREET. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  Mr.  Whall  sub- 
mitted a  report  from  the  Committe  on  Finance 
on  the  order  (referred  from  June,  20th  iri'st.),  au- 
thorizing the  city  auditor  to  transfer  the  unex- 
pended balance  of  appropriations  for  Linden 
park  extension  to  a  special  appropriation  for  re- 
paving  A  street  from  the  New  York  &  New 
England  railroad  to  First  street— that  in  their 
opinion  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  said  order  passed 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rule ;  yeas  55,  nays  0. 

Yeas— Atwood,  Barry,  Blume,  Burr.  Carroll, 
Chamberlain,  Cochran,  Coleman,  Connolly, 
Coyle,  Davern,  Desmond,  Dewev,  Dolan,  Dug- 
gan, Fisher,  Foss,  Fowler.  Frost,  P.J.  Gallagher, 
Gomez,  Hayes,  Keliher.  Kcllev,  Kennedy.  Ladd, 
Lattiinore,  Lauten,  Learv,  Light.  Mahoney,  Mc- 
Enaney, McNary,  F.  Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison, 
.1.  Murphy,  J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphv,  Nor- 
ton, Nunan,  O'Mealey,  Perkins,  E.  J.  Powers, 
Richards,  Sanger.  Shaw.  Snow,  E.  Sullivan.  J.  H. 
Sullivan.  R.  Sullivan,  Tccvens,  Tracy,  Turtle, 
Whall,  Whitmore— 55. 

Nays— 0. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Bowman,  Carstensen, 
Clark,  Dunn,  Fottler,   J    Gallagher,  Haggerty, 


Harrington,     McKenna,    Perry,   C.    C.   Powers, 
Reilly,  Short,  Sundberg,  Thayer,  Webster,  Wil- 
son—17. 
Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

OLD   STATE  HOUSE  MEMORIAL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cochrane  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended and  No.  52  was  taken  up,  viz. ; 

Order  for  the  preparation  of  an  edition  of 
1500  copies  of  the  Old  State  House  Memorial, 
with  any  desired  corrections,  ten  copies  to  be 
delivered  to  each  member  of  the  City  Council. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  haven't  felt  any  extreme  neces- 
sity for  having  any  further  publication  of  this 
document.  I  haven't  heard  any  public  cry  for 
it;  I  don't  think  there  is  any.  I  think  now  that 
we  have  printed  three  editions  of  this  Old  State- 
House  memorial,  we  had  better  wait  a  while 
until  they  are  scarce.  I  think  plenty  of  them 
are  lying  around  now  that  can  be  obtained. 
More  than  that,  this  seems  to  me  a  scheme  on 
the  part  of  somebody  to  get  the  city 
of  Boston  to  pay  for  printing  what  is 
practically  edition  after  edition  to  carry  on 
a  controversy  upon  the  one  side,  and  upon 
the  other,  as  to  certain  questions  in  regard 
to  the  Old  State  House.  Now,  one  side  of  that 
controversy  has  to  pay  for  its  own  printing,  and 
I  don't  see  why  the  other  side  shouldn't  have 
to,  also.  If  the  thing  is  of  sufficient  interest  so 
that  the  public  want  it,  the  magazines  will  be 
thankful  to  pay  the  gentlemen  for  their  docu- 
ments on  this  question.  If  the  public  demand  is 
not  sufficient  for  that  sort  of  thing,  I  think  it  is 
time  for  us  to  stop  after  we  have  printed  three 
editions  of  this  publication  at  the  expense  of 
the  city  of  Boston.  I  think  the  fourth  edition 
we  had  better  not  print. 

The  order  was  declared  passed  in  concurrence. 
Mr.  Ladd  doubted  the  vote  and  called  for  a  veri- 
fication by  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  not  or- 
dered. Mr.  Cochrane  moved  to  reconsider; 
lost. 

Mr.  McNary— I  move  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  would  ask  the  gentleman 
to  withdraw  that  motion  for  one  moment.  I 
will  renew  it  afterwards. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  declared  lost.  Mr. 
McNary  doubted  the  vote,  and  a  rising  vote  was 
taken,  and  the  motion  to  adjourn  was  declared 
carried,  25  members  voting  in  the  affirmative, 
24  in  the  negative.  Mr.  Whitmore  doubted  the 
vote  and  asked  for  a  verification  by  yeas  and 
nays.  The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  the 
question  came  on  the  motion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  say  that  there  is  one 
paper  here— a  communication  from  the  Board 
of  Aldermen— which  ought  to  he  acted  on. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  carried;  yeas  28, 
nays  26: 

Yeas— Blume.  Carroll.  Connolly,  Coyle,  Da- 
vern, Duggan,  Frost,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Hayes, 
Keliher,  Kellev,  Kennedy,  Ladd.  Light,  Ma- 
honev,  McEnaney,  McNary,  F.  Morison.  F.  R. 
Morrison.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  O'Mealey, 
Perkins,  Richards,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sul- 
livan—28. 

Nays— Atwood.  Burr,  Carstensen,  Chamber- 
lain, Cochran,  Dewey,  Dolan,  Fisher.  Foss, 
Fowler,  Gomez,  Harrington,  Lattimore,  Lauten, 
Leary,  J,  J.  Murphy,  Norton.  Nunan,  E.  J. 
Powers,  Sanger,  Shaw,  R.  Sullivan,  Teevens, 
Turtle,  Whall,  AVhitmore— 26. 

Absent  or  not  votincr— Barry,  Bowman,  Clark, 
Coleman,  Desmond,  Dunn,  Fottler.  J.  Gallagher, 
Haggerty,  Perry,  C.  C.  Powers,  ReiJly,  Snort, 
Sundberg,  Thayer,  Tracy,  Webster,  Wilson.— 18' 

The  Council  stood  adjourned  at  12.07  A.  M. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Monday,  June  27, 1S87. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
4  o'clock  P.  j\f.,  Aid.  Donovan,  chairman,  pre- 
siding, and  all  the  members  present. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Bromwich  the  reading  of 
the  record  of  the  last  meeting  was  dispensed 
with. 

HEARINGS   ON  ORDERS  OF   NOTICE. 

1.  On  the  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Western  avenue,  between  Market  and  Waverley 
streets,  Ward  25. 

2.  On  tbe  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Allston  street,  between  Allston  square  and  Mas- 
achusetts  avenue,  Ward  25. 

3.  On  the  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Condor  street,  between  Putnam  and  Glendon 
streets,  Ward  1. 

i.  On  the  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Atlantic  avenue,  between  Central  wharf  and  In- 
dia street. 

No  objections;  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Sewers. 

5.  On  the  petition  of  Edwin  B.  Horn,  for  leave 
to  project  a  bay  window  from  buildings  2G8  and  270 
West  Newton  street. 

No  objections ;  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Inspection  of  Buildings  (Aid.) 

6.  On  petition  of  Boston  Consolidated  Street 
Railway  Company,  to  construct  a  curve  track  in 
Haymarket  square,  connecting  tracks  in  Sud- 
bury and  Canal  streets ;  also  curve  tracks  at  the 
corner  of  Prince  and  Causeway  streets ;  also  for 
authority  to  enter  upon  and  use  with  their 
horses  and  cars  the  tracks  of  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad  Company  in  Causeway  street,  between 
Beverly  and  Prince  streets. 

No  objections;  recommitted  to  Committee  on 
Railroads. 

ROXBURY  HIGH  SCHOOLHOUSE  SITE. 

The  following  was  received : 

Executive  Department,  I 
June  25. 1887.  ) 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,— I  forward  herewith  for  your  con- 
sideration and  action  a  communication,  and  the 
papers  therein  referred  to,  from  the  city  solici- 
tor, relative  to  the  lands  on  Warren  street,  Mon- 
trose street  and  Dunreath  place  for  the  site  of 
the  Roxbury  High  School. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 
City  Solicitor's  Office, 
14  Beacon  Street, 
Boston,  June  22,  1887. 
Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

My  dear  Sir,— In  the  examination  of  the  title 
to  the  lands  on  Warren  street,  Montrose  street 
and  Dunreath  place  for  the  Roxbury  High  School, 
I  find  that  a  portion  of  the  land  fronting  on 
Warren  street  about  50.34  feet,  and  on  Montrose 
street  146.86  feet,  is  subject  to  certain  conditions, 
as  set  forth  in  numerous  deeds  from  William 
Whiting  in  1844  and  1S45,  when  he  conveyed  the 
lots  on  both  sides  of  Montrose  street,  then  called 
Montrose  avenue. 

In  1885  the  executors  of  the  estate  of  said 
Whiting,  so  far  as  they  had  the  right  to  do,  de- 
clared that  said  conditions  should  be  restric- 
tions, and  modified  them  somewhat,  but  the 
fact  remains  that  the  use  of  the  land  is  limited 
by  conditions  or  restrictions  to  the  erection  of 
dwelling  houses  of  a  certain  value,  and  1o  their 
setting  back  from  the  streets  a  given  distance. 

In.  view  of  this,  and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining 
releases  from  the  many  owners  of  the  original 
Whiting  lots,  it  will  be  advisable  to  take  the 
land  under  the  provisions  of  the  public  statutes ; 
and  I  herewith  submit  papers  necessary  for  a 
taking,  so  they  can  be  presented  to  the  Board 
next  Monday.  If  presented,  then  the  notice 
could  be  returnable  Monday,  July  11,  and  could 
be  acted  on  by  the  Council  Thursday,  July  14, 
unless  prevented  by  an  earlier  adjournment  for 
the  summer. 

Very  respectfully, 

Andrew  J.  Bailey,  City  Solicitor. 


In  Board  of  Aldermen,  June  27, 1S87. 

Whereas  there  is  need  of  the  erection  of  a 
new  schoolhouse  and  necessary  buildings  in  that 
part  of  Boston  formerly  Roxbury,  it  is  therefore 
hereby 

Resolved,  That  in  accordance  with  the  provi- 
sions of  Section  48  of  Chapter  44  of  the  Public 
Statutes,  this  Board  doth  determine  upon  the 
following  described  parcels  of  land  situated  on 
or  near  Warren  street,  Montrose  street,  and 
Dunreath  place  in  Boston,  as  a  suitable  place  for 
the  erection  of  said  schoolhouse  and  necessary 
buildings,  viz.: 

A  parcel  of  land  belonging  to  Silas  Potter,  and 
bounded  west  by  Warren  street,  128  and  6-100 
feet;  south  by  Dunreath  place,  on  two  lines,  134. 
and  26-100  feet ;  east  by  other  land  of  said  Pot- 
ter, 100  feet;  north  by  land  of  Henrietta  Joy  and 
others,  33  feet ;  east  again  by  said  land  of  Joy 
and  others,  34  and  58-10ufeet;  and  north  again 
by  land  of  Francis  J.  McLaughlin  and  of  Patrick 
Maguire,  97  and  73-100  feet,  more  or  less;  con- 
taining 17,086  square  feet,  more  or  less. 

Also  a  parcel  of  land  belonging  to  Patrick  Ma- 
guire, and  bounded  west  by  Warren  street, 
50  and  34- 100 feet;  north  by  Montrose  street,  71 
and  71-100  feet;  east  by  land  of  Francis  J. 
McLaughlin,  57  and  12-100  feet,  more  or  less; 
and  south  by  land  of  Silas  Potter,  72  and  13-100 
feet ;  containing  3852  and  4-10  square  feet,  more 
or  less. 

Also  a  parcel  of  land  belonging  to  Francis  J. 
McLaughlin,  and  bounded  north  by  Montrose 
street,  75  feet ;  east  by  land  now  or  late  of  Alice 
Walker,  64  and  43-100  feet;  south  by  land  of 
Henrietta  Joy  and  others,  and  by  land  of  Silas 
Pctter,  80  feet:  and  west  by  land  of  Patrick 
Maguire,  57  and  12-100  feet. 

Also  a  parcel  of  land  belonging  to  Henrietta 
Joy,  Mary  Y.  Joy  and  Rhoda  A.  Lawrence,  and 
bounded  south  by  land  of  Silas  Potter,  33  feet; 
west  by  the  same,  34  and  58-100  feet ;  north  by 
land  of  Francis  J.  McLaughlin,  33  feet;  and  east 
by  the  remaining  land  of  said  Joys  and  Law- 
rence, 34  and  39-100  feet,  more  or  less. 

All  of  said  parcels  together  contain  less  than 
80  square  rods  exclusive  of  the  land  to  be  occu- 
pied by  the  school  buildings. 

In  Board  of  Aldermen,  June  27,  1887. 

Whereas  by  a  resolve  of  this  date  this  Board 
has,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Sec- 
tion 48  of  Chapter  44  of  the  Public  Statutes,  de- 
termined upon  certain  parcels  of  land  situated 
on  or  near  Warren  street,  Montrose  street  and 
Dunreath  place  in  Boston,  as  a  suitable  place  for 
the  erection  of  a  new  schoolhouse  and  necessary 
buildings,  of  which  said  parcels  Silas  Potter, 
Patrick  Maguire,  Francis  J.  McLaughlin,  Henri- 
etta Joy,  Mary  Y.  Joy  and  Rhoda  A.  Lawrence 
are  the  supposed  owners, — it  is  therefore  here- 
by 

Ordered,  That  due  notice  be  given  to  the  said 
Silas  Potter,  Patrick  Maguire,  Francis  J. 
McLaughlin,  Henrietta  Joy,  Mary  Y.  Joy,  and 
Rhoda  A.  Lawrence  in  the  manner  provided  for 
laying  out  town  wavs,  that  this  Board  intends 
to  select  and  lay  out  for  the  erection  of  a  school- 
house  and  necessary  buildings  the  said  parcels 
of  land,  and  to  appraise  the  damages  to  the  sev- 
eral owners  of  such  lands  sustained  thereby, 
said  parcels  being  bounded  and  described  as  in 
said  resolve.    And  it  is  further 

Ordered,  That  Monday,  the  11th  day  of  July, 
1887,  at  4  o'clock  P.  M.,  is  assigned  as  the  time 
for  hearing  any  objections  which  may  be  made 
thereto. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll,  the  rale  was  sus- 
pended and  the  resolve  and  order  of  notice  were 
put  upon  their  passage, 

Aid.  Carroll— My  attention  was  called  this 
morning  to  the  notices  that  have  been  read  by 
the  Chair,  that  in  examining  the  title  to  the  lot 
bought  by  the  city  for  the  Roxbury  High  school- 
house,  the  city  solicitor  found  that  there  were 
restrictions  upon  the  land  which  require  that  for 
50  years  houses  of  a  certain  value  and  kind  only 
should  be  built.  Of  course  this  restriction  would 
impair  the  character  of  the  title,  if  the  city 
bought  the  land.  Hearing  that  the  city  solici- 
tor was  to  send  thai;  communication  to  the 
Board,  I  looked  up  the  facts  in  order  to  find  out 
the  particulars,  I  oeing  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Schoolhouses.  In  what  I  say  the 
members  of  the  School  Committee  agree  with 
me,  so  there  will  he  no  time  lost,  because  under 
the  statute  law  we  have  a  right  to  take  the  land 
for  schoolhouse  purposes,  and  they  recommend 
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i;s  to  do  that.  It  is  simply  doing  again  that 
which  we  have  already  done,  and  which  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  Common  Council  are  on 
record  in  favor  of.  I  simply  desire  to  make  this 
explanation  so  that  every  member  of  the  Board 
will  understand  that  in  voting  for  it  he 
is  reaffirming  that  which  we  have  al- 
ready decided  upon.  It  simply  perfects  the 
city's  title  to  the  property,  and  it  is  merely  doing 
what  the  statute  says  we  must  do  in  exercising 
the  right  to  take  the  land.  I  hope  we  will  pass 
the  orders  by  the  same  unanimous  vote  that  we 
did  the  order  to  buy  this  land. 

The  resolve  and  order  were  passed.  Aid.  Car- 
roll moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

CEDAR  GROVE    CEMETERY. 

The  following  was  received,  read  and  sent 
down : 

Executive  Department,  1 
June  25,  1S87.         J 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,— I  transmit  for  your  consideration 
a  communication  from  the  proprietors  of  Cedar 
Grove  Cemetery,  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  records 
of  their  proceedings  o  ccepting  Chap.  237  of  the 
acts  of  1887,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the 
tra  aster  and  management  of  Cedar  Grove  Cem- 
etery in  the  city  of  Boston."' 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 
To  the  city  of  Boston,  Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  mayor. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors'  of  lots  in 
Cedar  Grove  Cemetery,  held  at  Eaton  Hall, 
No.  18  Boylston  street,  m  the  city  of  Boston, 
duly  called  and  notified  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  Chap.  237  of  the  acts  of 
the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  of  the  year 
1887,  for  the  purpose  of  acting  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  accepting  said  act,  said  meeting  be- 
ing duly  organized,  Thomas  F.  Temple,  chair- 
man, and  Albe  C.  Clark,  clerk,  said  act  having 
been  read  and  considered,  said  act  was  duly 
accepted  by  the  votes  of  the  majority  of  said 
proprietors  present  or  represented  at  said  meet- 
ing and  voting  in  person  or  by  proxy— the  whole 
number  of  votes  being  32,  of  which  27  votes  were 
m  favor  of  acceptence,  and  5  votes  against  its 
acceptance— and  said  act  was  declared  accepted. 
Attest,  Albe  C.  Clark,  Clerk. 

Boston,  June  24,  1887. 
To   the   City  of   Boston,    Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien, 

Mayor. 

At  a  duly  called  and  certified  meeting  of  the 
owners  of  lots  in  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery,  held 
at  Eaton  Hall,  No.  18  Boylston  street,  Boston,  on 
the  same  day  and  immediately  after  their  meet- 
ing to  act  upon  the  question  of  accepting  the 
act  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  being 
Chapter  237  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1887,  the  cor- 
poration styled  in  said  act,  The  Proprietors  of 
Cedar  Grove  Cemetery,  was  duly  organized  by 
choice,  hy  ballot,  and  qualification  of  Albe  C. 
Clark  as  secretary  and  Thomas  F.  Temple  as 
president  of  said  corporation,  and  hy  the  adop- 
tion of  by-laws  of  said  corporation. 

Attest:  Albe  C.  Clark, 

Secretary  of  the   Proprietors  of   Cedar  Grove 

Cemetery. 

Boston,  June  24,  1887. 

39A  Equitable  Building,  ) 
Boston,  June  24,  1887.     j 
Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Dear  Sir,— The  action  of  owners  of  lots  in  Cedar 
Grove  Cemetery  accepting  the  provisions  of 
Chapter  237  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1887,  and  of 
the  organization  as  a  corporation  of  "The  Pro- 
prietors of  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery,"  is  herewith 
transmitted  for  your  information. 

The  corporation  is  ready  and  desirous  to  re- 
ceive from  the  city  the  transfer  and  conveyance 
authorized  and  required  by  Section  5  of  the  said 
act.  Respectfully  yours, 

Albe  C.  Clark,  Secretary. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENTS. 

The  following  was  received: 

Executive  Department,  I 
June  27,  1887.  ) 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Alderman. 

I  hereby  appoint,  subject  to  your  approval 
and  confirmation,  Messrs.  William  Beal,  Patrick 
J.  Clancy,  James  Kelsey,  Eugene  Mitchell,  Silas 
Daggett,  John  R  McDonald,  James  Crowley, 
William  Doliertv,  Walter  L.  Rathbun,  Charles 
W.  Low,  John  McKee,  Louis  G.  Sirovich,  Den- 
nis Mahoney,  Harry  Caspar,  Jeremiah  Sullivan 


and  Michael  J.  Sullivan,  to  be  steamboat  police 
officers  to  act  on  the  boats  and  piers  of  the  Bos- 
ton &  Hingham  Steamboat  Company. 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

[See  Pub.  Stats.,  Chapter  103.] 

Laid  over. 

PETITIONS  FOR  STEAM  ENGINES. 

On  the  following  petitions,  viz. : 

C.  F.  Libbie,  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary 
steam  engine  of  four-horse  power,  at  11  Play- 
ward  place. 

E.  Barber,  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  steam 
engine  of  two-horse  power,  at  No.  449  West 
Broadway. 

Isabella  F.  Ricker,  to  erect  and  use  a  station- 
ary steam  engine  of  GO-horse  power  at  Arlington 
avenue,  Charlestown  District. 

Orders  of  notice  was  passed  for  hearings 
thereon  on  Monday,  July  18,  at  4  o'clock  P.M. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims— Pete?  S.  Washer 
for  compensation  for  injuries  received  by  fall- 
ing on  Change  avenue. 

George  W.  Park,  that  he  may  be  paid  the 
amount  due  him  as  per  an  enclosed  bill. 

John  Williams,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  on  Charter  street. 

Edward  C.  Harris  and  others,  for  discharge  of 
mortgage  made  by  Horatio  Harris  for  land  pur- 
chased of  the  city  of  Roxbury,  the  same  having 
been  paid  in  his  lifetime  and  no  release  there- 
for can  be  found. 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Common,  etc.— 
James  Wood,  that  the  elm  tree  in  front  of  es- 
tate 213  Fourth  street,  may  be  trimmed. 

H.  Brickell,  that  the  shade  tree  in  front  of  es- 
tate 133  Eustis  street,  may  be  trimmed. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings  (Aid.)— Sewall  &  Day  Cordage  Com- 
pany, to  build  one  wooden  building  of  a  size 
larger  than  allowed  by  ordinances,  on  rear  Ev- 
erett street,  near  Waverley  street,  Ward  25. 

Isabella  F.  Ricker,  to  build  an  addition  to 
building  on  Fred  street,  corner  Arlington  ave- 
nue, a  range  greater  than  allowed  by  ordinance. 

Joseph  P.  Hamlin,  to  build  a  wooden  addition 
on  215  London  street,  Ward  1. 

To  the  Committee  on.  Health  (Aid.)— Joseph 
Pearce  and  others,  for  abatement  of  a  nuisance 
caused  by  standing  water  on  Norfolk  street, 
Roslindale. 

Hugh  L.  Stalker,  F.  Stinson,  A.  Rausch  &  Co., 
John  N.  Hayes  and  others,  in  aid  of  petition  of 
George  Goodwin,  for  a  stable  on  Morris  street. 

William  Barrett  and  others,  remonstrating 
against  the  proposed  stable  of  W.  1'.  Webber,  on 
Kighth  street,  opposite  Gates  street,  Ward  15. 

To  the  Committee  mi.  Public  Buildings— Wil- 
liam T.  Eaton  and  others,  that  the  water  clos- 
ets of  the  Tuckerman  School  be  removed  from 
their  present  location. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses— Allan  dale 
Spring  Company,  that  their  barge  be  permitted 
to  stand  on  Centre  street,  near  its  junction  with 
South  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines,  etc. — 
Nichols  &  Bellamy,  to  use  a  steam  boiler  for 
heating-  purposes  in  store  on  Washington  street, 
opposite  Beach  street. 

W.  J.  Windram,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
boiler  of  three-horse  power  for  heating  pur- 
poses at  Bellevue  street,  opposite  Austin  street. 

To  the  Committee,  on  Hail  roads— Consolidated 
Street  Railroad  Company,  to  construct  a  double 
track  in  Alford  street  and  Maiden  bridge  to  the 
Everett  town  line. 

To  the  Committee  on,  Paving  (Ald.)—F.  Gor- 
don Dexter  and  J.  B.  Kendall,  to  change  the 
grade  of  Boylston  street  at  its  entrance  into  the 
Back  Bay  park. 

L.  N.  Niles,  to  excavate  the  sidewalk  in  front 
of  46  Brattle  street  for  the  purpose  of  putting  in 
Hyatt  lights. 

Martin  Trautman,  for  brick  sidewalk  No.  2 
and  4  Dale  street. 

David  Wilson,  for  brick  sidewalk  No,  8G1 
Broadway. 

James  E.  McCammon,  for  brick  sidewalk  ho. 
863  East  Broadway. 

J.  N.  Thompson  and  others,  for  brick  sidewalk 
Nos.  215  and  217  Huntington  avenue. 

George  W.  Stevens,  for  brick  sidewalk  No.  39 
Cliff  street. 

William  W.  Lord,  for  brick  sidewalk  Nos.  37 
and  41  Cliff  street. 

Samuel  Hano,  for  edgestones,  Pratt  street. 
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John  Laley,  to  move  a  wooden  building  from 
162  Chelsea  street  to  168  Chelsea  street,  East 
Boston. 

J.  N.  Thompson  and  others,  for  edgestone  and 
brick  sidewalk,  06  and  98  Huntington  avenue. 

John  O'Neill,  for  edgestone  and  brick  sidewalk 
No.  161  Paris  street. 

Peter  Graffam  for  edgestone  and  brick  side- 
walk Nos.93  to  113  inclusive  Falmouth  street. 

Peter  Graffam,  for  edgestone  and  brick  side- 
walk Nos.  277-285  inclusive,  West  Chester  Park. 

C.  M.  Kingsley  and  others,  that  Parkman 
street,  between  Blossom  street  and  North  Ander- 
son street,  be  macadamized. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps  (Ald.)—M.  Meyer- 
son  and  others,  for  public  lamps  on  Market 
place. 

E.  A.  McDonald  and  one  other,  for  public 
lamps  on  Metropolitan  avenue.  Ward  23. 

George  F.  Mullett  and  others,  for  an  electric 
light  on  northeast  corner  of  Warren  street  and 
Monument  avenue. 

Walter  H.  Stearns,  for  an  electric  light  at  cor- 
ner of  Belmont  street  and  Medford  street. 

G.  F.  Battis  and  others,  for  an  electric  light  at 
Winthrop  Junction  railroad  crossing. 

Boston  Uyewood  and  Chemical  Company,  for 
an  electric  light  on  Border  street,  near  Eutaw 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers  (Aid.)— Remon- 
strance of  John  Stetson  and  others  against  pro- 
posed construction  of  sewer  in  Alden  street. 

Warren  R.  Blodgett.  for  a  sewer  in  A  street, 
between  Third  street  and  Broadway. 

Pirtterili  and  Killian.  for  compensation  for 
extra  work  on  Poplar  street  in  Roslindale. 

Lucy  M.  Robinson,  for  abatement  of  sewer 
assessment  against  estate  of  late  Richard  A. 
Robinson  in  Bowdoin  street  and  Bowdoin 
avenue. 

Sarah  Sanderson,  for  sewer  in  Bennington 
street. 

William  Felt  Osgood,  for  a  sewer  in  Fenwick 
street,  from  Circuit  street  to  a  point  80  feet  from 
Circuit  street,  where  petitioner  is  about  to  erect 
dwelling-house. 

Petition  for  Bay  Window. 

On  the  petition  of  Thomas  Cuddihy,  to  project 
a  bay  window  from  building  No.  63  C  street,  an 
order  of  notice  was  passed  for  a  hearing  thereon 
on  Monday,  July  11,  at  4  o'clock,  P.M. 

Owen  Nawn,  for  a  public  lamp  at  the  corner 
of  Centre  and  Bickford  streets. 
Long  Lsland. 

Joseph  Ferreira  and  others,  residents  of  Long 
Island,  that  a  hearing  may  be  given  them  on 
amount  of  damages  due  them  by  the  city  for  the 
taking  or  their  land. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Institutions. 

Aid.  Carroll— It  seems  to  me  that  last  peti- 
tion relates  to  a  matter  that  has  been  before 
the  Committee  on  Public  Institutions  for  nearly 
two  years,  and  I  think  it  ought  not  be  sent  them. 
If  it  is  necessary  I  move  reconsideration,  so  that 
it  can  be  sent  to  the  Committee  on  Claims.  We 
have  made  our  report  to  the  Board  and  referred 
the  matter  to  the  mayor. 

Aid.  Allen— We  have  asked  to  be  discharged 
from  it  long  ago. 

Aid.  Carroll— Now  why  not  send  it  to  a  com- 
mittee that  is  free  from  any  connection  with 
the  matter— like  the  Committee  on  Claims.  I 
am  satisfied  that  my  position  will  be  like  one 
jumping  out  of  the  frying  pan  into  the  fire,  be- 
cause I  am  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Claims  as  well  as  the  Commtttee  on  Public  In- 
stitutions. 

The  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Public  In- 
stitutions was  reconsidered,  and  the  petition 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

J.  P.  Cleary's  Drain. 

Aid.  Maguire  presented  the  following: 
To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  undersigned  respectfully  asks  for  permis- 
sion to  lay  a  drain  through  the  yard  of  the 
Smith-street  schoolhouse.  Roxbury,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  connecting  with  the  sewer  in  Philips 
street.  J.  P.  Cleary. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  would  like  to  have  that  peti- 
tion granted  by  the  Board  today.  The  gentle- 
man lias  built  a  house  and  wants  to  connect 
with  the  Phillips-street  sewer,  which  is  con- 
nected with  the  Smith-street  schoolhouse  yard, 
and  he  wants  to  run  a  drain  about  30  feet  to  the 
Schoolhouse  yard.  He  has  seen  the  superin- 
tendent of  public  buildings,  who  has  no  objec- 


tions. Of  course  he  cannot  occupy  the  house 
until  he  gets  a  drain  put  in.  I  understood  him 
to  say  that  the  superintendent  of  public  build- 
ings didn't  object  to  our  passing  the  order 
today. 

By  request  of  the  chairman  Aid.  Maguire  re- 
duced his  motion  to  writing,  and  it  was  offered 
by  him,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  in  the 
following  form : 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  J.  P.  Cleary,  to 
lay  a  drain  through  the  yard  of  the  Smith-street 
schoolhouse  to  Philips  street,  be  granted. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  move  that  the  order  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

Aid.  Maguire — I  hope  that  motion  will  not  be 
passed.  I  do  not  see  any  necessity  for  the  refer- 
ence. It  will  simply  be  an  accommodation  to 
this  gentleman  to  pass  this  order  today,  and  if 
it  goes  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers  they  will 
readily  grant  it,  and  the  reference  will  be  sim- 
ply a  delay  of  one  or  two  weeks.  He  has 
finished  the  house  and  wants  to  get  into  it;  he 
has  seen  the  superintendent,  who  says  there  is 
no  objection  to  granting  the  request  this  after- 
noon. To  refer  it  will  only  cause  a  delay  of  a 
couple  of  weeks. 

Aid.  Allen — I  move  to  amend  the  motion 
made  by  the  alderman  so  that  it  will  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  shall  accept  that  amend- 
ment. 

The  Chairman— Aid.  Sullivan  withdraws  the 
motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
and  Aid.  Allen  moves  to  refer  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings. 

Aid.  Allen— It  seems  to  me  that  is  a  matter 
of  some  importance.  It  may  affect  a  public 
building,  and  I  think  it  ought  to  be  looked  into 
a  little  more  than  we  have  had  time  to  examine 
it  at  the  present  time.  In  my  opinion  a  refer- 
ence of  that  kind  is  important  and  necessary. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  don't  think  it  is  proper.  I 
don't  see  the  necessity  of  referring  it.  The  gen- 
tleman has  already  seen  the  superintendent  of 
public  buildings  and  he  sees  no  objection.  Send- 
ing it  to  the  committee  will  only  cause  a  couple 
of  weeks'  delay.  It  will  only  open  about  30  feet 
of  the  yard  of  the  schoolhouse,  in  order  to  make 
a  connection  with  the  sewer  in  Phillipsstreet.  I 
hope  the  order  will  pass  this  afternoon. 

The  order  was  declared  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings.  Aid.  Maguire 
doubted  the  vote,  the  Board  was  divided,  six  in 
favor,  three  against  and  the  order  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

Franklin  Electric  Light  Company. 

Aid.  Bromwich  presented  the  following: 
To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the 
City  of  Boston. 

The  Franklin  Electric  Light.  Company  of 
Maine,  having  its  usual  place  of  business  and 
Central  Lighting  Station  in  the  city  of  Boston, 
hereby  petitions  that  in  accordance  with  Chap- 
ter 28  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1885  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  Sections  25  to  32,  inclusive,  as 
amended  by  the  fifth  chapter  of  1886  of  said 
ordinances,  a  permit  may  be  granted  to  it  to 
lay  and  maintain  underground  wires  and  con- 
duits connected  with  its  said  station  for  electi-ic 
lighting  purposes,  in  the  following  streets  in  the 
city  of  Boston,  namely: 

Causeway  street,  Leverett  street,  to  Fitchburg 
depot. 

Green  street,  Bowdoin  square,  to  Chambers 
street.    . 

Bowdoin  square,  Court  street,  to  Cambridge. 

Court  street,  Washington  street,  to  Bowdoin 
square. 

Sudbury  street,  Court  street,  to  Maine  depot. 

Portland  street.  Hanover  street,  to  Causeway 
street. 

Friend  street,  Hanover  street,  to  Causeway 
street. 

Hanover  street,  Court  street,  to  Chelsea  ferry. 

Corn  hill  street,  Court  street,  to  Washington 
street. 

Commercial  street,  Fitchburg  depot,  to  State 
street. 

North  and  South  Market  street,  Merchants  row 
to  Commercial  street. 

State  street,  Washington  street,  to  Atlantic 
avenue. 

Washington  street,  from  Maine  depot. 

Tremont  street,  from  Scollay  square. 

Devonshire  street,  Dock  square  to  Summer 
street. 

Ki  I  by  street.  State  street,  to  Fostoflice  square . 
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Congress  street,  State  street,  to  Postoflice 
square. 

India  street.  State  street,  to  Atlantic  avenue. 

Broad  street,  State  street,  to  Atlantic  avenue. 

Water  street,  Washington  street,  to  Broad 
street. 

Milk  street,  Washington  street,  to  Broad 
street. 

Franklin  street,  Washington  street,  to  Fort 
Hill  square. 

Summer  street,  Washington  street,  to  Atlantic 
avenue. 

Avon  street,  Washington  street,  to  Chauncy 
street. 

Bedford  street,  Washington  street,  to  Chaun- 
cy street. 

Arch  street,  Milk  street,  to  Summer  street. 

Hawley  street,  Milk  street,  to  Summer  street. 

Federal  street,  Milk  street,  to  New  York  & 
New  England  depot. 

Oliver  street,  Milk  street,  to  Atlantic  avenue, 

Pearl  street,  Milk  street,  to  Atlantic  avenue. 

Purchase  street,  Summer  street,  to  Fort  Hill 
square, 

High  street,  Summer  street,  to  Fort  Hill 
square. 

Lincoln  street,  Summer  street,  to  Boston  & 
Albany  depot. 

South  street,  Summer  street,  to  Old  Colony 
depot. 

School  street,  Washington  street,  to  Tremont 
street. 

Bromtield  street,  Washington  street,  to  Tre- 
mont street. 

Winter  street,  Washiugton  street,  to  Tremont 
street. 

Temple  place,  Washington  street,  to  Tremont 

sheet. 

West  street,  Washington  street,  to  Tremont 
street. 

Boylston  street,  Washington  street,  to  Provi- 
dence depot. 

Eliot  street,  Washington  street,  to  Providence 
depot. 

Kneeland  street,  Washington  street,  to  Boston 
&  Albany  depot. 

Park  street,  Tremont  street,  to  Beacon  street. 

Beacon  street,  Tremont  street,  to  Chester 
Park. 

Arlington  street,  Boylston  street,  to  Beacon 
street. 

Berkeley  street,  Boylston  street,  to  Beacon 
street. 

Dartmouth  street,  Boylston  street,  to  Beacon 
street. 

Commonwealth  avenue,  Arlington  street,  to 
Chester  Park. 

Marlboro  street,  Arlington  street,  to  Chester 
Park. 

Newbury  street,  Arlington  street,  to  Chester 
Park. 

I  hmtington  avenue,  Arlington  street,  to  Ches- 
ter Park. 

The  work  to  be  done  at  such  times  and  in  ac- 
cordance with  such  regulations  as  may  be  re- 
quired by  the  city  authorities  and  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  said  Chapter  28,  as  afore- 
said. 

We  further  call  your  attention  to  the  doings  of 
the  Philadelphia  City  Council,  who  after  great 
care  and  investigation  of  the  various  under- 
ground systems  for  the  storage  of  underground 
wires,  granted  extensive  privileges  to  the  Penn 
Electric  Light  Company,  and  more  street  privi- 
leges for  their  system  than  any  other  like  corpo- 
ration, and  said  company  now  have  in  process 
of  construction  over  five  miles  of  its  system. 
The  Franklin  Electric  Light  Company  of  New 
England  has  absolute  control  of  the  patents  and 
inventions  for  the  New  England  States  of  the 
system  now  operated  by  the  Penn  Electric  Light 
Company  of  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Respectfully, 

F.  H.  Raymond, 
D.  S.  Buknham, 
P.  J.  Fitzgerald, 
Wm.  F.  Falls, 
John  Z.  Rogers, 
Incorporators  of   the  Franklin    Electric  Light 

Company. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll,  to  the 
Committee  on  Underground  Wires. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON   COUNCIL. 

7.  Annual  report  of  the  city  auditor  (City  Doc. 
85.)    Placed  on  tile. 

8.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  on  the 
petition  of  George  Martin  for  compensation  for 


damages,  and  order  that  there  be  allowed  and 
paid  to  George  Martin  the  sum  of  $3000,  in  full 
settlement  of  his  claim  against  the  city,  for 
damages  to  his'  property  on  account  of  the 
change  of  grade  of  East  Ninth  street,  in  consid- 
eration of  his  giving  to  the  city  a  release  satis- 
factory to  the  city  solicitor  of  all  claims  for 
damages  on  account  of  the  change  of  grade  of 
said  street,  said  sum  to  he  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  incidentals. 

The  question  was  on  the  acceptance  of  the  re- 
port. 

Aid.  Haynes— I  regret  very  much  to  feel 
obliged  to  protest  against  the  report  of  a  major- 
ity of  the  Committee  on  Claims.  This  matter 
has  had  one  or  two  hearings,  and  has  had  a 
somewhat  lengthy  hearing,  and  was  referred  to 
the  city  solicitor.  The  attorney  for  Mr.  Martin 
was  to  consult  with  the  city  solicitor  to  see  what 
way  there  was  out  of  it,  and  I  supposed  the  mat- 
ter remained  there.  I  met  the  city  solicitor  the 
other  day.  and  he  had  had  an  interview,  and  he 
supposed  it  was  satisfactory  to  the  attorney  that 
there  was  no  possible  claim  on  the  city  in  any 
way,  shape  or  manner.  There  is  this  avenue 
there  that  goes  across  the  rear  of  this  Mr.  Mar- 
tin's lot  and  leaves  him  below  the  grade.  It 
is  an  inconvenience,  but  it  is  a  benefit  so  far  as 
the  property  is  concerned. 

Aid.  Carroll— I,  as  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims,  would  ask  the  gentleman  who 
has  just  taken  his  seat  one  simple-question.  Did 
the  city  solicitor  say  that  there  was  no  claim 
honestly,  or  did  he  escape  the  question  of  the 
right  of  the  claim  on  a  technicality? 

Aid.  Haynes— The  statement  was  made  very 
broadly  that  there  was  no  claim  whatever  on 
the  city,  and  I  find  here  on  my  table  a  letter 
from  the  city  solicitor,  he  stating  the  same  facts. 
There  is  no  claim  whatever  on  the  city,  and  if 
he  should  go  to  law  there  would  be  no  claim. 
It  is  one  of  those  benefits  or  improvements 
that  any  man  is  liable  to  receive  where  one 
man's  lot  is  a  little  lower  and  another 
man's  lot  is  a  little  higher.  While  a  great 
benefit  to  the  whole  lot  it  is  an  injury  to  his 
building,  which  sets  below  the  street.  The  im- 
provement is  of  such  a  nature  that  it  will  be- 
come of  importance  to  the  property  whenever 
the  property  becomes  valuable  enough  to  build 
upon.  I  don't  know  as  there  is  anything  else  to 
be  said. 

Corporation  Counsel's  Office,  ) 
14  Beacon  Street, 

Boston,  June  27, 18S7.     ) 
Alderman  Haynes. 

Dear  Sir,— As  you  called  my  attention  to  the 
proposed  payment  of  $3000  to  George  Martin,  I 
have  to  say  again  that  Mr.  Martin  has  no  legal 
claim  against  the  city,  and  the  payment  to  him 
would  be  a  piu'e  gratuity,  which  the  City 
Council  has  no  right  to  make.  The  determina- 
tion of  grade  damages  is  not  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  City  Council.  I  see  by  the  report 
that  the  order  passed  the  Common  Council  upon 
a  statement  that.  Mr.  Martin  would  take  the 
case  into  court.  This  is  a  mere  pretence.  He 
knows,  if  he  has  been  correctly  advised,  as  I 
have  reason  to  believe  that  he  has,  that  he  has 
no  standing  in  court  upon  the  facts.  I  think  the 
interests  of  the  city  require  the  facts  to  bo 
stated  when  the  matter  comes  before  the  Board. 
Very  respectfully, 

E.  P.  Nettleton, 

Corporation  Counsel, 

It  is  somewhat  unfortunate  for  the  man 
just  at  the  present  time,  but  it  will  undoubtedly 
be  of  value  to  his  property  in  the  future. 

Aid.  Carroll— Mr.  Chairman,  and  gentlemen 
of  the  Board,— I  believe  in  the  whole  of  this 
hearing  I  have  not  been  before  the  committee 
and  have  not  desired  to  be  before  the  commit- 
tee, because  I  was  as  familiar  with  all  the  faces 
and  surroundings  as  any  man  possibly  could  be, 
without  being  before  the  committee  to  hear 
anything  in  relation  to  it.  Anybody  reading  the 
letter  which  the  gentleman  has  read  might 
justify  his  course  by  saying  that  the  corporation 
counsel  says  so  and  so.  Now  I  desire  to  state  to 
the  Board  some  facts,  and  if  there  is  a  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Claims  who  will  say  that  I 
do  not  present  the  facts  in  anything  that  I  will 
say  ,T  hop_e  the  members  of  the  Board  will  pay 
no  attention  or  consideration  to  my  statement. 
The  facts  are  merely  these:  They  took  that 
street  in  South  Boston— I  am  familiar  with  it, 
having  been  born  and  reared  there,  and  I  know 
something  about  the  locality— and  they  raised 
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the  street,  so  that  what  was  once  the 
front  door  of  this  gentleman's  house  on 
thestreet  is  bow  a  basement,  simply  from  the 
grade  which  the  city  placed  it  in.  I  think  that 
the  gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat  will 
say  that  that  part  of  my  statement  is  exactly 
true.  The  consequence  was  this,  that  the  poor 
man  had  his  front  door  aboVe  the  street  today, 
and  tomorrow  he  found  that  what  had  been  his 
front  door  w  as  his  basement  entrance,  and  that 
he  had  to  go  down  from  the  street  in  order  to 
enter.  He  did  not  present  within  a  certain  num- 
ber of  days  his  claim  to  the  city  government, 
Those  are  the  facts,  and  I  think  the  members  of 
the  committee  will  bear  me  out  in  them.  It  was 
simply  because  of  ignorance  of  the  law.  While 
the  corporation  counsel  lias  a  right  to  decide 
that  he  has  no  standing  in  the  court,  the  city  of 
Boston  is  not  so  small  as  to  say  he  has  not  an 
honest  right,  in  equity  and  in  justice,  because 
the  city  of  Boston  is  large  enough  so  that  if  it 
injures  an  individual  or  a  citizen  it  should  do 
what  is  right  and  proper  for  that  citizen,whe1  h- 
er  he  is  injured  because  he  is  ignorant  of  the 
law  or  not.  Personally  I  have  tried  to  have 
nothing  to  say  about  this  matter,  but  I  am  fa- 
miliar with  the  facts.  I  didn  t  try  to  say  a  word 
in  the  committee  to  influence  a  member  of  the 
committee,  but  I  left  it  entirely  to  the  commit- 
tee's own  honest  judgment  to  do  what  they 
oujfht  to  do,  but,  Mr,  Chairman,  as  a  man,  and  as 
a  representative  of  the  city,  in  a  representative 
c.\ .- ::.ity,  I  say  it  is  an  odd  thing  if  ths 
city  of  Boston  is  so  poor  that  it  would 
lake,  advantage  of  a  man  who,  being  ignorant  of 
the  law.  didn't  employ  the  law  to  aid  and  assist 
him  in  getting  that  which  he  is  honestly  and 
justly  entitled  to.  Probably  this  whole  property 
when  the  man  bought  it  originally,  didn't  cost 
him  $30(10,  but  the  property  from  the  time  he 
bought  it  lias  improved  to  that  extent  that  it  is 
worth  a  great  dea  I  more  today.  1  ask  any  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  or  of  this  Board— as  it  is 
not  in  my  district,  1  would  ask  the  alderman 
from  that  district— whether  or  not,  believing  he 
knows  something  about  the  situation  of  the 
house,  although  not  believing  so  on  account  of 
our  having  had  any  conversation  with  each 
oilier  on  the  subject,  be  knows  what  a  man 
ought  to  do,  when  what  was  once  his  front  door 
is  in  his  basement,  mid  what  was  once  a  second 
story  is  simply  a  cellar  kitchen?  If  what  f  have 
stated  are  the  facts,  I  believe  the  city  of  Boston 
is  I  air  enough,  honest  enough,  and  rich  enough, 
to  do  a  man  justice,  and  not,  because  he  lias 
shown  ignorance  of  the  law,  to  deprive  him  of 
any  right.  That  is  the  whole  sum  and  sub- 
stance of  the  question,  and  I  don't  think  any 
member  of  the  committee  will  say  that  I  have 
not  stated  the  facts  as  they  are. 

Aid.  Bkomwich— 1  remember  well  when  the 
building  was  placed  there  first.  I  do  not  know 
what  the  grade  was  at  that  time,  nprdo  I  think 
the  proper  grade  was  established.  1  am  certain 
the  grade  of  the  present  time  was  not  estab- 
lished at  that  time.  If  they  should  Mil  up  to  the 
grade  as  established  now.  instead  of  the  front 
door  being,  as  the  alderman  has  represented,  the 
grade  will  come  nearly  to  the  top  of  the  house, 
and  the  skylight  will  be  I  .he  only  way  to  gel  put, 
for  it  was  only  at  our  last  meeting  that  the 
Paving  Department  were  thinking  of  trying  to 
get  some  dirt  to  till  that  street  up  nicely.  There 
has  been  a  great  deal  .of  talk  about  this  Tenth 
street,  and  that  has  caused  a  great  many  to 
think  of  the  grade  of  Ninth  street,  so  that  it. 
shall  not,  be;  so  steep  a  grade  from  Ninth  street 
to  Eighth  street.  There  has  been  no  settled 
grade  theie,  I  believe,  for  years,  and  certainly 

this  man  has  been  damaged  very  much,  wliei  her 
from  any  technicality  in  the  law  or  not  whereby 
he  did  not  make  application  in  proper  time,  or 
not,  I  don't  know.  I  know  this,  that  his  prop- 
erty is  damaged. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  desire  to  say  this  to  the  alder- 
man and  to  the  members  cf  t  he  Board,  that  that 
is  just  the  reason  why  he  has  no  standing  in 
court.  That  is  the  only  reason,  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  know  it. 

Aid.  BitoMwn  ii— I  would  simply  say  this,  that 
then;  is  no  doubt  the  gentleman  has  been  dam- 
aged. Towhai  extent,  I  shouldn't  like  to  say— ■ 
whether  five  thousand,  three  thousand,  or  one 

I  housand— but  he  has  been  damaged,  and  I  sup- 
pose the  committee  know  how  much,  tcciv 
lainly  should  hope  that  the  Board  would  not, 
take  advantage;  of  ignorance  of   the  law   on    the 

pari,  of  any  one.    Even  we,  in  tin;  government 


are  very  often  ignorant  of  what  we  should  do, 
and  we  must  expect  that  those  who  are  not  ex- 
pected to  know  anything  about  such  matters 
will  at  times  make  mistakes. 

Aid.  Lee — I  had,  sir,  hoped  that  I  would  not 
be  called  upon  to  say  one  word  upon  the  claim 
of  George  Martin:  but  I  was  obliged  to  dissent 
from  i  he  majority  of  the  committee  in  the  re- 
port that  was  made  in  favor  of  awarding  the 
gentleman  three  thousand  dollars.  I  agree  with 
the  alderman  upon  my  right  and  also  with  the 
alderman  from  South  Boston  upon  my  left  that 
Mr.  Martin  has  been  damaged  to  some  extent 
so  far  as  his  building  is  concerned.  It  was  his 
home.  But  as  one  of  the  aldermen  has  said, 
there  wasn't  any  doubt  in  my  mind  that  his 
land  had  been  enhanced  in  value.  I  would 
gladly  vote  to  pay  whatever  any  committee 
might  agree  upon  was  a  fair,  equitable  and  just 
compensation  to  Mr.  Martin.  But  in  the  face  of 
the  corporation  counsel  telling  the  Committee 
on  Claims  that  they  have  no  right- 
Aid.  Carroll— I  would  ask  the  gentleman 
who  is  now  speaking — because  he  is  also  chair- 
mm  of  the  committee— if  he  will  state  to  the 
Board  why  they  have  no  right? 

The  Chairman— Does  the  alderman  give 
way? 

Aid.  Lee— Certainly,  I  always  give  way  to  the 
alderman  on  my  right.  I  am  forced  to.  I 
didn't  hear  the  question,  however. 

Aid.  Carroll — 1  will  ask  the  question  again. 
If  the  alderman  would  pay  more  attention  when 
a  question  is  asked,  he  would  more  properly 
perform  his  duty  as  a  member  of  the  Board.  Is 
it  not  because  the  gentleman  lost  time  in  com- 
ing in  that  it  has  been  decided  that  he  has  no 
right?  Isn't  it  because;  he  didn't  present  his 
claim  in  time? 

Aid.  Lee— That  may  be  one  of  the  issues,  but 
the  Street  Commissioners  determined  that  there 
was  one  other  cause  other  than  his  right  to  go 
into  court.  By  fooling  away  his  time  in  endeav- 
oring to  effect  a  settlement  with  the  Street 
Commissioners  he  lost  the  right,  under  statu 
tory  limitation,  to  carry  his  case  to  court. 

Aid.  Carroll— That  is  all,  Mr.  Chairman— 
that  is  what  I  have  said,  that  he  lost  the  right 
to  carry  his  case  to  court. 

Aid.  Lee— Then  again,  the  City  Council  have 
no  right,  under  the  law,  to  determine  grade 
damages.  I  think  that  the  corporation  counsel 
has  set  forth  that  fact  very  fully  in  his  commu- 
nication to  the  honorable  alderman  on  my  left. 
Now  the,  corporation  counsel  tells  the  Commit- 
tee on  Claims  that  they  have  no  right  to  award 
any  gratuity  to  any  person,  under  their  petition, 
who  may  appear  before  them.  Unless  such 
parties  have  a  legal  claim  the  Committee  on 
Claims  have  no  right  to  make  the  award.  An 
illustration  of  that  is  easily  seen  when  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims,  early  in  the  year,  all  being 
green  members,  except  the  alderman  from  South 
Boston,  the  rest  of  us  being  from  the  country. 
[Laughter.] 

Aid.  Carroll— I  was  not  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Claim's  last  year.  1  was  a  mem- 
ber fur  the  first  time  this  year,  and  the  best 
evidence  of  that  being  a  green  committee  is  on 
account  of  its  present  chairman.    |La lighter.] 

Aid.  Lee— If  the  alderman  from  South  Boston 
had  paid  strict  attention  to  the  statement  of  the 
alderman,  he  would  have  perceived  that  the 
alderman  said  early  in  the  beginning  of  this 
year,  anil  not  last  year.  The  corporation  counsel 
tells  us  that  we  have  no  right  to  do  this,  and  I 
would  say,  to  illustrate,  that,  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  early  in  the  year,  made  some  awards, 
because  they  believed  there  was  merit  in  them. 

Aid.  Carroll— And  they  were  paid,  too. 

Aid.  Lee— They  were  sent  to  his  Honor  tin; 
Mayor  and  he  vetoed  them.  They  went  through 
both  branches  of  the  City  Council,  and  were 
passed  over  his  veto;  and  I  understand,  not- 
withstanding the  remark  of  tin;  alderman  upon 
my  right,  that  they  were  not  paid.  I  have  been 
informed  that  they  have  not,  been  paid,  and  that 
lbeeoriiorationcoun.se!  has  told  t  he  cil  y  treas- 
urer that  they  are  nol  lega  1  claims  and  cannot 
be  paid.  Now  what  position  is  Mr.  Martin  going 
lobe  placed  in,  provided    this   order  passes  here 

today?    Undoubtedly  the  corporation  counsel 

will    labor  with   his    Honor  the   Mayor   and    tell 

him  it,  is  not  a  legal  claim.    Will  his  Honorthe 

Mayor  sign  the  order  under  those  instructions? 
1  say  no.     Then   it  will    he   relurned   to  the  City 

Council,  ami  the  gentlemen  on  this  floor  will  be 

called    upon    to    pass  it,  over  his  veto.      II  will    be 
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heralded  far  and  near  that  it  is  not  a  legal 
claim,  and  that  the  city  government  of  Boston 
are  opening  the  treasury  doors  to  every  Tom, 
Dick  and  Harry  who  may  appear  here  with  a 
petition,  whether  he  has  a  just  and  legal  claim 
or  not.  I  claim,  in  my  humble  opinion,  that  Mr. 
Martin  has  heen  injured  in  his  estate,  so  far  as 
his  dwelling  is  concerned.  But  after  the  opinion 
of  the  corporation  counsel,  wherein  he  claims 
that  we  have  no  legal  right  to  pay  over  this 
money,  I  think  we  should  not  pass  this  order. 
I  think  we  should  abide  by  some  of  his  decisions, 
if  not  all  of  them. 

Aid.  Carroll — I  did  not  desire  to  have  any- 
thing to  say  in  relation  to  this  matter.  I  think 
the  gentleman  who  has  taken  his  seat  has  con- 
firmed every  statement  I  made  to  the  Board  of 
Aldermen.  With  all  the  astute  manner  and 
effrontery  he  puts  on,  he  must  admit  this  fact,— 
and  the  alderman  beside  him,  too,  who  is  also 
on  the  committee, — that  in  our  Committee  on 
Claims  we  dc  give  some  consideration  to  justice 
and  equity.  Whether  he  knows  it  or  not,  it  is  a 
fact  that  this  Board  and  the  other  branch  have 
passed  on  a  claim  that  the  committee  were 
unanimously  in  favor  of,  that  the  mayor  vetoed, 
and  that  the  corporation  counsel  decided  against, 
and  unless  I  am  very  badly  informed  the  money 
was  waiting  for  the  unfortunate  woman,  the 
mother  of  a  son  who  was  killed,  and  I  have  been 
told  within  two  weeks.  I  say  that  the  city  of 
Boston  should  not  be  placed  in  the  position  of 
taking  advantage  of  any  of  its  citizens.  If  we 
have  done  this  man  damage,  no  matter  what  it 
costs  the  city  of  Boston,  we  should  pay  him,  for 
within  the  limits  of  tbis  city  are  men  who,  if 
they  had  the  same  opportunity,  would  not  take 
advantage  of  it,  and  who  are  public-spirited 
enough  and  honest  enough  to  admit  that  we  did 
wrong  and  injury  toone  of  tbeirpeople.  That  is 
the  position  of  this  matter  in  a  nutshell.  You 
may  say  that  because  he  has  no  legal  standing 
you  will  not  give  him  the  money.  In  my  opin- 
ion that  is  a  wrong  position  for  us  to  take  as 
citizens  of  Boston.  If  Mr.  Martin  was  ignorant 
of  the  law,  we  ought  not  to  take  advantage  of 
it,  and,  because  we  have  the  power,  abuse  it. 
You  have  damaged  this  man,  and  you  ought  to 
make  it  good  to  him. 

Aid.  Haynes— I  take  issue  with  nxy  friend  on 
the  right  from  South  Boston  in  the  fact  he 
states  that  we  damaged  the  man's  property.  He 
has  stated  here  that  the  property  cost  about 
§3000. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  don't  know. 

Aid.  Haynes— Well,  about  §3000,  and  that  the 
present  improvements  there  have  increased  the 
value.  Now  these  present  improvements  are 
what  has  improved  the  value,  and  they  have 
been  the  means  of  giving  him  land  on  Ninth 
street  and  more  on  Tenth  street,  and  a  side 
alleyway  between.  No  benefit  can  be  made  any- 
where, without  temporarily  injuring  nroperty, 
where  you  cut  and  change  the  grade,  but  it  is  a 
benefit  to  the  property  in  the  long  run.  The 
injury  and  the  disadvantages  are  nothing  to 
what  the  advantages  are.  I  would  not  be  in 
favor  of  injuring  that  gentleman's  property  one 
dollar's  worth,  but  this  is  an  improvement  to 
his  property,  and  any  member  who  will  go  out 
there  will  see  that  it  is.  There  is  a  temporary 
disadvantage,  but  it  is  only  temporary. 

Aid.  Bromwich— It  is  well  enough  to  talk  of 
what  that  property  will  be  worth  when  it  is 
raised,  but  if  it  is  raised  up  to  the  grade  of  the 
street  when  finished  it  will  be  raised  four  feet 
higher' than  it  is  now.  But  what  is  a  man  to  do 
with  his  property  when  he  hasn't  the  means  to 
raise  it.    Is  he  to  live  underground? 

Aid.  Carroll— I  would  ask  the  gentleman 
one  question,  and  I  ask  it  for  the  purpose  of 
benefitting  the  Board.  I  hope  the  Board  will 
pay  me  proper  respect  when  I  ask  this  question : 
In  your  judgment  how  long  will  it  be  before 
there  will  exist  such  a  street  as  Tenth  street.and 
when  it  exists  how  long  will  it  be? 

Aid.  Bromwich — I  would  say  that  at  the  pres- 
ent time  we  have  just  a  bit  of  road  tliere, — 
Ninth  street,— and  it  will  be  five  years  before 
we  will  get  to  grade  on  Ninth  street. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  am  speaking  of  Tenth 
street. 

Aid.  Bromwich— We  cannot  tell;  perhaps  I 
shall  ant  he  alive  when  it  conies  into  vogue. 
[Laughter.!  But  at  all  events  the  existence  of 
Tenth  street  is  in  view.  As  Isaid.  I  am  not  go- 
ing to  say  how  much  damage  there  is,  but  tliere 
is  a  damage.    When  Ninth  street  is  finished  it 


may  be  a  benefit,  but  Ninth  street  will  not  be 
raised  to  grade  for  five  years.  It  will  take  30  or 
40  years  to  raise  Ninth  street  ta  the  proper 
grade — that  is,  as  it  looks  now.  The  original 
grade  of  that  street  was  down  a  great  deal  lower 
than  it  is  now.  But  you  will  perceive  that  the 
grade  from  Ninth  street  up  to  Eighth  street  will 
be  so  steep  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  any  ve- 
hicles or  any  teams  to  go  up  those  streets,  so 
they  have  raised  the  grade  of  Ninth  street  on 
purpose  to  accommodate  the  travel  to  Eighth 
street,  and  that  was  the  cause  of  the  trouble.  It 
is  very  plain,  and  I  think  that  we  should  act  in 
the  spirit  of  fairness.  The  corporation  counsel, 
perhaps,  is  correct  in  his  decision,  but  you  know 
very  well,  gentlemen  of  the  Board,  that  we 
have  often  doubted  his  decision,  and  we  have 
voted  in  this  Board  to  pass  orders  contrary  to 
his  decision.  If  the  corporation  counsel  was  to 
go  over  and  see  the  street  as  it  is  now  and  the 
street  as  it  was  when  the  building  was  put 
there,  I  think  he  would  reverse  his  decision  in 
24  hours.  I  hope  either  that  the  whole 
Board  will  pay  a  visit  out  there  or  that  we 
will  take  action  to  settle  it  one  way  or  the  other. 

Aid.  Carroll— Some  members  of  the  Board, 
listening  to  the  arguments  of  some  of  the  alder- 
men, might  think  that  this  property  had  its 
front  on  one  street  and  its  rear  on  another.  The 
fact  is  that  the  street  is  up  here  [illustrating], 
and  the  second  story  is  away  down  here.  I  ven- 
ture the  prediction  that  Tenth  street  will  only 
exist  in  the  imaginations  of  those  gentlemen 
who  speak  about  it,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that 
while  I  am  as  young  a  man  as  any  member  of 
the  Board,  with  a  strong  hope  of  living  for  a 
long  while,  I  will  never  live  to  see  Tenth  street 
on  the  map  of  the  city  of  Boston. 

Aid.  Lee— Here  it  is. 

Aid.  Carroll— As  contemplated  it  may  be 
there,  but  as  a  reality  it  will  never  be  there. 
Allowing  that  it  will  be  there,  it  will  not  be  10 
feet,  long  from  this  street.  I  know  what  I  am 
talking  about.  What  I  have  described  to  you 
has  been  done,  and  it  isn't  fair  to  introduce 
some  argument  that  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
question  at  issue.  The  corporation  counsel's 
opinion  is  something  to  which,  as  the  members 
of  the  Board  will  bear  me  out,  I  pay  great  atten- 
tion to  at  times.  Butyouhave  damaged  the  land, 
and  the  only  way  for  the  city  of  Boston  to  get 
out  of  it  is  to  settle  with  this  man  in  the  manner 
proposed. 

The  report  was  accepted  in  concurrence,  and 
the  question  came  on  concurring  with  the 
Council  in  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  move  that  further  con- 
sideration be  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Board. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  hope  no  such  motion  as  that 
will  prevail.  If  there  is  merit  in  it  you  cannot 
demonstrate  any  more  merit  by  postponing  it 
until  next  week.  As  our  summer  vacation  is 
approaching  now  is  the  time  to  act  on  it— today 
or  never. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  declared  lost.  Aid. 
C  W.  Smith  doubted  the  vote,  a  rising  vote  was 
taken,  and  the  motion  to  assign  was  lost,  three 
members  voting  in  the  affirmative,  five  in  the 
negative. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order 
in  concurrence. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  rule  at  this 
time  that  no  suspension  of  the  joint  rule  is 
necessary,  as  this  is  an  order  in  regard  to  a  claim 
against  the  city. 

Aid.  Haynes  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  passage  of  the  order.  The  order  was  passed 
in  concurrence;  yeas  7,  nays  5: 

Yeas— Aid.  Bromwich.  Capon.  Carroll,  Dono- 
van, Maguire,  McLaughlin,  Sullivan— 7. 

Nays— Aid.  Allen.  Haynes,  Lee,  N.  G.  Smith, 
C.  W.  Smith— 5. 

Aid.  Carroll  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

9.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  m 
favor  of  passage  of  the  order  referred  to  them 
authorizing  the  city  auditor  to  transfer  the  un- 
expended balance  of  the  appropriation  Cor  Lin- 
den Park  extension  to  a  special  appropriation 
for  repairing  A  street,  from  New  York  &  New 
England  railroad  to  First  street. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence, 
yeas  11,  nays  0. 

io.  Report  of  Committee  on  Printing,  ought 
to  pass,  an  order  that  the  clerk  of  committees 
be  directed  to  have  prepared  an  edition  of  1500 
copies  of  the  Old  State  House  Memorial,  With 
any  desirable  corrections;   the  expense  to  bo 


JUNE     2  7,     1887. 


666 


charged  to  the  appropriation  for  printing;  and 

that  ten  copies  be  delivered  to  each  member  of 
the  City  Council. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  put 
upon  its  passage. 

Aid.  Allen— 1  would  like  to  have  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing  explain  the  necessity  for  this 
additional  edition  of  the  Old  State  House  Me- 
morial, and  what  will  be  the  probable  cost  of 
printing  1500  copies. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— It  is  so  long  since  that  was 
before  the  committee  that  I  have  forgotten 
something  about  it,  but  my  impression  is  that 
the  committee  acted  on  it  in  compliance  witli 
the  request  of  the  Common  Council,  or  upon  an 
order  offered  in  that  branch.  It  was  thought  by 
the  committee  that  so  many  of  the  new  mem- 
bers desired  copies  that  it  would  be  well  to  re- 
print tiie  book,  as  the  last  edition  has  been  ex- 
'  hausted.  If  I  had  the  minutes  of  the  committee 
here  I  could  tell  what  it  would  cost,  but  the 
figures  have  passed  out  of  my  mind.  The  com- 
mittee were  unanimous  in  the  opinion  that  the 
demand  from  the  other  branch  was  so  pressing 
that  the  order  ought  to  pass,  and  for  that  reason 
they  recommended  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Aid.  Carroll— When  the  alderman  asked  for 
the  information  1  thought  it  was  another  mat- 
ter, and  I  thought  that  as  the  gentleman  on  my 
left  and  myself  did  not  agree,  it  would  be  proper 
for  Aid.  Lee  to  give  the  explanation. 

Aid.  Lee— Do  I  imderstand  the  alderman  to 
say  that  I  disagree  with  him  on  this  matter? 

Aid.  Carroll— No,  sir ;  on  the  other  order.  If 
the  gentleman  would  pay  respect  to  what  is  be- 
ing said,  he  would  understand  what  is  said  by 
members.  1  know  that  some  people  are  very 
dull  of  comprehension,  although  I  do  not  say  he 
is.  The  facts  are  simply  these :  At  every  meet- 
ing of  the  Committee  on  Printing,  both  last  year 
and  this  year,  there  are  demands  coming  in 
from  our  citizens  for  one  or  two  or  more  volumes 
of  the  Old  State  House  Memorial,  and  also  from 
libraries  in  different  parts  of  the  country.  The 
copies  are  all  gone,  and  yet  the  requests  are  con- 
stantly coming  in.  This  order  was  offered  in 
the  Common  Council,  and  I  will  say  that  the 
committee  were  very  glad  of  it,  because  it  would 
enable  them  to  grant  the  requests  of  the  citi- 
zens and  others  for  this  memorial.  The  com- 
mittee are  constantly  refusing  these  requests 
because  there  is  not  a  copy  left,  It  is  safe  to  say 
there  is  not  a  meeting  of  the  committee  but 
there  are  one  or  two  requests  for  copies  of  this 
book.  It  is  for  the  Board  to  say  whether  it  shall 
be  printed  or  not.  The  committee  will  be  glad 
to  have,  it  done,  because  it  will  help  them  out  of 
the  difficulty  of  being  compelled  to  constantly 
decline  to  grant  the  requests  of  members  of  the 
government,  citizens,  and  others. 

Aid.  Allen— I  am  very  glad  of  the  informa- 
tion, as  far  as  it  goes.  I  also  asked  what  the  ex- 
pense was. 

Aid.  Carroll — The  gentleman  who  has  asked 
the  question  is  a  considerably  older  member  of 
the  government  than  I  am,  but  I  can  state  from 
my  practical  experience  that  this  being  the  third 
edition  of  the  book  it  is  safe  to  say  that  it  will 
be  cheaper  by  considerable  than  either  of  the 
other  editions  were,  on  account  of  its  not  hav- 
ing to  go  through  the  expense  of  having  the 
type  reset.  It  has  been  stereotyped,  and  there 
will  be  a  considerable  saving  in  the  cost  of  pub- 
lishing this  edition,— at  least,  I  will  say  that  if 
it  is  not.  it  ought  to  be. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— This  work  is  stereotyped 
and  the  plates  are  in  the  custody  of  the  super- 
intendent of  printing.  The  volume  is  a  very 
nice  one,  and  well  bound,  and  was  quite  an  ex- 
pensive hook  originally ;  but  I  am  informed  that 
at  this  time  the  copies  will  cost  about  $1  apiece. 
As  a  matter  of  fact  the  committee  has  been  so- 
licited by  a  great  many  people  from  all  over  the 
country  for  copies  of  this  book,  but  we  have 
none  with  which  to  supply  them.  The  edition 
is  entirely  exhausted.  The  work  has  been 
stereotyped  at  a  good  deal  of  expense,  the  plates 
are  all  ui  the  care  of  the  superintendent  of 
printing  and  the  book  can  be  reprinted  at  a 
very  small  expense,  not  more  than  a  dollar  a 
copy.  The  committee  were  unanimous  in  the 
opinion  that  it  ought  to  be  reprinted. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

11.  Report  of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Fire  Department  on  increasing  the  salaries  of 
the  members  of  the  department,  recommending 
passage  of  order  that  the  Board  of  Fire  Com- 
missioners be  requested  to  establish  the  sala- 


ries of  the  permanent  members  of  the  Fire  De- 
partment as  soon  as  the  necessary  funds  are 
provided,  and  substitute  order  establishing  said 
salaries,  as  follows:  Captains,  $1400  per  an- 
num; lieutenants,  $1300;  enginemen,  $1300;  as- 
sistant enginemen,  $1200 ;  permanent  men,  first 
year  of  service,  $1000 :  second  year,  $1100 ;  third 
year  and  thereafter,  $1200. 

Report  accepted,  substitute  order  passed  in 
concurrence.  Aid.  Carroll  moved  to  reconsider ; 
lost. 

12.  Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Parks, 
ought  to  pass  on  the  order  that  the  Park  Com- 
missioners be  and  they  are  hereby  requested  to 
assign  and  set  apart  some  suitable  location  in 
Franklin  Park,  contiguous  to  Jamaica  Plain, 
for  a  baseball  ground  for  the  youth  of  Jamaica 
Plain. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 

13.  Order  that  the  Board  of  Fire  Commission- 
ers be  authorized  to  make  up  the  pay-rolls  so 
that  their  employees  shall  receive  the  pay  ac- 
cruing during  their  regular  vacation  on  the 
pay-day  previous  to  their  leave  of  absence. 

Passed  in  concurrence. 

14.  Order  that  the  superintendent  of  East  Bos- 
ton ferries,  under  the  direction  of  the  directors 
of  said  ferries,  be  requested  to  place  one  or  more 
horses  on  each  side  of  the  South  ferrv  at  low 
tide  and  in  slippery  weather  for  the  purpose  of 
aiding  teamsters  in  getting  their  teams  oft  the 
boats. 

Indefinitely  postponed  on  motion  of  Aid.  Lee. 
A  motion  to  reconsider  by  Aid.  Lee  was  lost. 

15.  Order  that  the  city  clerk  be  requested  to 
forward  to  the  School  Committee  a  copy  of  the 
opinion  of  the  corporation  counsel,  dated  June 
3,,  1887,  with  regard  to  the  taking  of  land  by  the 
city  of  Boston  for  school  purposes,  and  also  a 
copy  of  City  Doc.  No.  21  of  1884,  referred  to  in 
said  opinion,  and  in  which  the  course  of  pro- 
ceedings in  the  taking  of  land  by  condemnation 
is  set  fourth. 

Passed  in  concurrence. 

16.  Order  that  the  mayor  be  and  hereby  is  re- 
quested to  cause  the  bells  to  be  rung  on  the 
coming  4th  of  July  one-half  hour  at  sunrise, 
noon,  and  sunset,  the  expense  of  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  incidentals. 

Passed  in  concurrence,  the  Board  suspending 
Joint  Rule  14. 

CONFIRMATION     OF    EXECUTIVE     APPOINTMENT. 

Under  the  unfinished  business  the  Board  pro- 
ceeded to  ballot  on  the  appointment  of  Henry 
J.  Murray  to  be  field-driver  and  pound-keeper 
in  East  Boston. 
Committee— Aid.  Bromwich.  Allen, 
Whole  number  of  ballots  11 :  yes  11,  no  0 ;  and 
the  appointment  was  declared  confirmed. 

THE  NEW  CAMBRIDGE  BRIDGE  LOAN. 

The  Chairman — At  our  last  meeting  in  con- 
sidering the  order  for  a  loan  for  the  construction 
of  the  new  Cambridge  bridge,  the  Board  did  not 
take  definite  action,  for  the  reason  that  it  came 
up  from  the  other  branch  with  the  endorsement 
that  the  Common  Council  concurred  with  this 
amendment,  strike  out  the  words  "in  gold." 
The  Board  refused  to  concur,  or  refused  to  ad- 
here to  its  former  action  by  vote  of  6  to  6.  The 
Board  also  refused  to  concur  with  the  Council 
by  a  vote  of  6  to  6.  The  Board  now  stands  in  a 
position  where  the  Chair  would  like  to  have 
some  definite  action  one  way  or  the  other  in  or- 
der that  the  Chair  may  transmit  the  order  to 
the  Common  Council,  whereby  a  committee  of 
conference  may  be  appointed. 

Aid.  Carroll— If  it  would  be  in  order,  so  that 
we  might  take  some  definite  action,  I  move  that 
the  Board  adhere  to  its  former  action,  and  hav- 
ing adhered  to  our  former  action  we  may  then 
appoint  a  committee  of  conference.  It  is  sim- 
ply to  get  a  committee  of  conference. 

The  Chairman— Aid.  Carroll  moves  that  the 
Board  adhere  to  its  former  action. 

Aid.  Lee— It  seems  to  me  that  the  Board  have 
disagreed  with  the  last  vote  taken  by  the  Com- 
mon Council.  That  was  the  announcement  of 
the  Chair,  that  we  did  not  agree. 

The  Chairman— Not  exactly. 

Aid.  Lee— And  now  as  I  understand  it  there 
is  a  disagreement  between  the  two  branches. 

The  Chairman— Not  at  present. 

Aid.  Lee — This  Board  does  not  concur  with 
the  Common  Council. 

The  Chairman— This  Board  has  not  arrived 
at  that  stage  as  yet. 
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Aid.  Lee— As  I  understand  it,  the  even  vote  of 
6  to  C,  when  the  Chair  makes  the  declaration 
that  it  is  not  a  vote,  and  upon  that  declaration 
we  must  disagree  with  the  other  branch.  Now 
I  believe  that  at  that  stage  this  Board  can 
make  whatever  disposition  of  the  order  they  see 
lit,  because  the  order  is  before  the  Board,  and 
it  is  the  property  of  this  branch.  As  I  un- 
derslood  the  Chair  to  say,  one  of  the  members 
made  a  motion  that  a  committee  of  conference 
be  appointed,  that  motion  was  carried  and  a  re- 
consideration refused.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  it 
is  a  very  difficult  matter  to  undo  that  which  we 
have  done,  and  I  cannot  see,  unless  it  is  some 
technical  point — 
Aid.  Carroll— It  is  a  technical  point. 
Aid.  Lee— I  would  like  to  have  the  gentleman 
on  my  right  explain  where  the  technicality 
comes  in.    He  says  it  is  a  technical  point. 

Aid.  Allen— The  record  of  the  last  meeting 
reads  that  a  motion  to  adhere  to  our  former 
action  was  made  and  it  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  6  to 
6.  We  refused  to  adhere.  Then  the  Chair  put 
the  question  upon  concurring  with  the  Common 
Council  in  the  passage  of  the  amendment,  Aid. 
Carroll  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  the 
Board  refused  to  concur  with  the  Common 
Council,  yeas  6,  nays  6.  The  chairman  then 
asked.  What  is  the  pleasure  of  the  Board,  and 
Aid.  Lee  moved  that  a  committee  of  con- 
ference be  appointed,  and  the  committee  of 
conference  was  appointed. 

Aid.  Lee — I  suppose  it  would  be  useless  to 
stand  here  and  discuss  this  question  at  this 
time,  but  it  seems  to  me,  and  I  think  the  Chair 
will  bear  me  out,  that  the  only  question  to  be 
considered  at  that  time  was  concurring  with  the 
other  branch.  That  was  the  question  before 
this  Board  on  their  amendment  by  striking  out. 
That  was  the  only  question  before  us  for  our 
concurrence.  If  the  Chair  entertained  any 
other  motion  from  any  other  member— 

Aid.  Carroll— It  seems  to  me  that  under  the 
rule  o  parliamentary  practice  the  Council  had 
not  agreed  to  differ  with  us  by  a  vote.  They 
stated  their  view  in  the  form  of  an  amendment, 
and  sent  us  the  paper.  Then  it  came  to  us  vir- 
tually as  new  Dusiness.  We  did  not  even 
agree  to  adhere  to  the  gold  when  it 
came  down  to  us.  We  did  not  even  agree 
to  leave  out  gold.  Now  I  think  the  motion  I 
have  made  is  the  only  proper  motion  for  this 
Board  to  consider,  so  that  we  may  say  what  we 
will  agree  to.  Now  let  us  vote  to  adhere  to  our 
former  action.  We  say  we  want  gold,  and  they 
say  they  don't  want  gold.  Then  of  course  a 
committee  of  conference  must  follow.  We  have 
taken  no  particular  stand  so  far  as  that  amend- 
ment is  concerned  since  that  paper  came,  back 
to  us.  We  have  no  right  as  yet  to  appoint  a 
conference  committee,  because  the  appointment 
of  such  a  committee  means  that  there  is  a  dis- 
agreement between  the  two  branches;  but 
there  is  nothing  to  show  that  there  is  a  disa- 
greement between  us.  There  is  a  6  to  G  vote  on 
one  question  and  a  6  to  G  vote  on  another.  But 
if  we  say  we  adhere  to  our  former  vote  we  do 
say  we  disagreee  with  the  other  branch,  and 
then  we  can  appoint  a  committee  of  confer- 
ence. I  hope  the  motion  to  adhere  will  prevail, 
for  the  simple  reason  that  we  can  then  have  a 
committee  of  conference. 

Aid.  Lee— The  alderman  on  my  right  has 
borne  out  every  word  I  have  said.  I  claim  that 
the  only  question  bel'ere  the  Board  was  on  the 
question  of  concurring,  and  that  this  Board  did 
not  concur,  and,  therefore,  we  not  having  con- 
curred with  the  Common  Council,  a. difference 
arose  between  the  two  branches,  and  it  was  then 
within  the  power  of  this  Board  to  ask  for  a  com- 
mittee of  conference  alter  all  the  parliamentary 
tactics  had  been  adhered  to. 

Aid.  Carroll— Does  the  gentleman  admit 
now  that  in  not  agreeing  to  that  vote  we  did 
not  adhere  to  our  former  action? 

Aid.  Lee— Not  at  all.  We  non-concurred,  and 
that  brings  a  disagreement  between  the  two 
branches. 

Aid.  Carroll— Will  the  alderman  state  the 
position  the  Board  of  Alderman  is  now  in  as  to 
whether  we  want  gold  or  do  not  want  gold? 

Aid.  Lee— The  Board  of  Aldermen,  as  I  under- 
stand it,  under  the  order  as  it  came  from  the 
Common  Council,  have  non-concurred. 

Aid.  Carroll— That  is  not  the  question.  I  am 
asking  if  he  will  state  now  his  interpretation  of 
where  the  Board  of  Aldermen  stand  as  to 
whether  they  want  gold  or  don't  want  it? 


Aid.  Lee— I  say  yes,  that  there  is  a  disagree- 
ment between  the  two  branches,  and  now  it  is 
in  the  power  of  this  Board  to  appoint  a  commit- 
tee of  conference,  which  they  have  agreed  to 
do. 

Aid.  Carroll — I  wish  the  gentleman  would 
answer  the  question.  Will  he  please  tell  the 
Board  whether  the  Board  of  Aldermen;  from 
their  action,  have  said  whether  they  want  gold 
or  do  not  want  gold? 

Aid.  Lee— I  believe  that  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men have  declared  by  a  vote  of.  6  to  6  that  they 
do  want  these  bonds  payable  m  gold. 

Aid.  Carroll — The  gentleman  evades  the 
question. 

Aid.  Lee— I  evade  nothing.  I  claim  that  the 
only  question  coming  before  this  Board  on  that 
paper  was  to  concur  with  the  Common  Council 
in  that  amendment,  and  that  this  branch  re- 
fused to  do,  and  therefore  this  disagreement 
arose,  and  it  was  proper  for  any  member  of  the 
Board  to  ask  for  a  committee  of  conference. 

The  Chairman  read  the  endorsements  on  the 
paper  and  said :  This  Board  has  not  taken  any 
definite  action,  and  in  order  that  the  paper  may 
be  sent  back  to  the  Common  Council  m  some 
definite  shape  it  is  necessary  that  this  Board 
should  take  some  definite  action. 

Aid.  Bromwk'h— I  do  not  think  there  is  any 
business  before  this  Board  at  all.  The  last  vote 
I  believe  was  not  to  concur  with  the  Common 
Council,  and  therefore  as  I  understand  it,  any 
order  coming  from  the  Common  Council,  and 
we  non-concur  with  thern,  there  is  nothing  be- 
fore the  Board.  Having  non-concurred  with 
the  Council,  as  we  did,  I  cannot  see  that  there 
is  anything  before  the  Board  except  the  new 
motion  that  was  made  that  a  committee  of  con- 
ference be  appointed,  and  when  that  committee 
reports  there  will  be  something  before  this 
Board.  I  may  be  wrong,  but  it  looks  to  me  that 
way.  I  think  we  have  got  mixed  up  somebcw, 
that  you  don't  want  gold  and  you  do  want  gold  ; 
and  by  our  vote  at  the  last  meeting  we  don't 
want  either.  The  committee  of  conference  will 
settle  the  matter. 

Aid.  Lee  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  Board  voted  to  adhere  to  its  former  action  ; 
yeas  9,  nays  3,  Aid.  Lee,  N.  G.  Smith  and  Sulli- 
van voting  nay. 

Aid.  Carroll— Is  it  in  order  now  to  ask  for  a 
committee  of  conference?  If  so,  I  make  that 
motion. 

Aid.  Lee— I  would  like  to  ask  if  since  the  last 
meeting  that  paper  has  been  transmitted  to  the 
Common  Council? 

The  Chairman— It  has  not. 

Aid.  Lee— Then  I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
before  we  can  act  upon  it  now,  our  former  ac- 
tion must  be  reconsidered. 

The  Chairman— In  what  form? 

Aid.  Lee — In  the  form  that  we  have  once 
voted  for  a  Committee  of  Conference  on  that 
very  order. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  will  state  that  the 
point  of  order  of  the  alderman,  so  far  as  it  re- 
lates to  reconsideration  in  regard  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Committee  of  Conference,  is 
well  taken.  In  regard  to  the  other  matter,  the 
Chair  will  remind  the  alderman  that  when  the 
Chair  first  presented  the  paper  to  the  Board  to- 
day he  called  attention  to  the  defect  in  the 
paper,  and  whilst  the  Board  have  gone  and 
taken  action  they  have  technically  reconsid- 
ered their  action  so  far  as  the  motion  to  adhere 
is  concerned,  and  the  Chair  was  about  to  put 
the  action  upon  the  reconsideration  of  the  vote, 
whereby  the  Committee  of  Conference  was  ap- 
pointed at  the  last  meeting. 

Aid.  Lee— Do  I  understand  that  the  fact  of 
the  Chair  calling  it  to  the  attention  of  the  Board 
now,  and  that  hereafter  when  such  a  matter  is 
called  to  bis  attentian,  ho  will  consider  it  a  re- 
consideration without  any  vote? 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  did  not  say  that. 
The  Chair  called  attention  to  the  defect  in  the 
order,  and  the  Board  went  on  and  completed 
their  action,  and  after  that  action  was  com- 
pleted it  was  technically  a  reconsideration  of 
their  former  action,  and  it  was  technically  an 
admission  by  the  Board  that  it  was  a  reconsid- 
eration. 

Aid.  Lee— Do  I  understand  the  Chair  to  say 
that  it  was  technically  an  admission? 

The  Chairman— The  (.'.hair  has  so  stated. 

Aid.  Lee — Technically,  not  legally. 

The  Chairman— Technically,  and  now  legally. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  now  move  to  rescind  the  for- 
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mer  action  of  the  Board  at  the  last  meeting  in 
the  appointment  of  a  Committee  of  Conference. 
If  that  motion  prevails  I  will  make  a  motion  to 
appoint  a  Committee  of  Conference, 

Aid.  Lee— I  would  like  to  inquire  if  we  must 
not  reconsider  the  last  vote  before  we  can  go 
hack  to  the  former  vote, 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  rule  not,  as 
the  two  votes  are  separate. 

The  Board  voted  to  rescind  the  vote  of  the  last 
meeting  for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  of 
(.'(inference. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll  it  was  voted  to  ap- 
point a  Committee  of  Conference  to  consist  of 
three  members  of  this  Board.  The  chairman 
appointed  Aldermen  Allen,  Carroll  and  Haynes 
said  committee. 

Sent  down. 

TREES. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the 
superintendent  of  Common,  etc.,— That  he  has 
examined  the  trees  described  in  petition  of 
Benjamin  E.  Whiting,  Esq.,  and  recommending 
that  they  be  removed  at  the  expense  of  the 
petitioner. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Common,  etc., 
(Aid.) 

STATE  BOARD  OF    ARBITRATION    AND    CONCILIA- 
TION. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  State 
Board  of  Arbitration  and  Conciliation  enclosing 
an  attested  copy  of  the  decision  of  this  board  in 
the  matter  of  the  joint  application  of  Lyman  D. 
Willcutt  and  liis  employees,  to  be  filed  in  city 
clerk's  office,  as  provided  by  a  clause  in  third 
section  of  the  amended  arbitration  law. 

Placed  on  file. 

PEDDLING  AND  BEGGING  CHILDREN. 

The  following  was  received : 

The  Massachusetts  Society  for  the    ; 

Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children,  ( 

Office  No.  l  Pemberton  So,.,  Room  7,  f 

Boston,  June  25,  1S87.  J 

To  the  Board  of  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  Boston. 

Gents,— Enclosed  please  find  a  copy  of  a  law 

just  enacted  in  regard  to  begging  and  peddling 

children. 

As  such  children  may  apply  to  you  for  license, 
may  we  ask  you  to  decline  to  furnish  such 
licenses  to  young  children. 

We  often  find  children  under  10  years  of  age 
on  the  streets,  in  inclement  weather,  and  late 
at  night,  when  their  parents  are  abundantlv 
able  to  support  them. 

The  evil  is  apparent,  and  we  trust  you  will 
help  us  to  check  it. 

Frank  B.  Fay, 
General  Agent  Mass.  Society  Prevention  of  Cru- 
elty to  Children. 
The  act  referred  to  is  as  follows : 
An  Act 
To  Prevent  Illegal  Peddling  and  Begging  by 
Certain  Minors. 
Section  1.  Any  parent,  or  other  person,  who 
employs  a  minor  under  the  age  of  15  years,  in 
peddling  without  a  license,  when  a  license  is 
required  by  law,  or  in  begging,  or  who,  having 
the  care  or  custody  of  such  minor,  permits  him 
to  engage  in  such  emnloyment,  shall  be  pun- 
ished by  a  fine  not  exceeding  $200,  or  by  impris- 
onment not  exceeding  six  months. 
Approved  June  1G,  1887. 

Oliver  Ames,  Governor. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Licenses. 

RAILROAD  POLICE. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  appointment  by 
the  selectmen  of  Quincy  of  Aaron  Barton  and 
F.  A.  Leach  to  be  railroad  police  on  the  Old 
Colony  Railroad.    Placed  on  file. 

ACCEPTANCE  OF  LOCATION. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad  Company  of  acceptance  of  location 
No.  11G,  granted  June  13,  1887,  to  lay  down  a 
third  track  on  Tremont  street,  from  Sterling 
street  to  Ruggles  street.    Placed  on  file. 

MT.   HOPE  CEMETERY. 

r  The  following  was  received: 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

In  obedience  to  the  implied  requirement  con- 
tained in  the  order  of  the  City  Council  appro- 
priating $2000  for  the  removal  of  gravel  or  the 
purchase  of  the  land  on  which  it  is  located,  the 
trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery  beg  leave  to 
submit  the  following  statement: 


From  the  terms  of  the  order  making  the  ap- 
propriation, the  trustees  did  not  consider  that 
they  were  at  liberty  to  expend  any  portion  of 
the  $2000  until  they  had  ascertained  for  what 
sum  the  land  could  be  purchased.  The  land  in 
question  has  been  laid  out  in  lots  by  its  owners, 
and  the  plan  of  the  same  has  been  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  trustees  for  their  inspection  and 
consideration.  By  written  communication  the 
owners  of  this  property  offer  to  sell  any  lot  or 
any  number  of  lots  that  may  be  desired  for 
7  cents  per  square  foot.  According  to  a  sur- 
vey of  the  land  made  by  the  city  surveyor,  three 
lots  indicated  on  the  plan  contain  the  bulk  of 
the  gravel  that  it  is  desirable  to  secure.  That 
officer  estimates  the  amount  of  gravel  thus  lo-' 
Gated  to  be  about  8000  cubic  yards.  This  material 
is  of  excellent  quality,  and  admirably  adapted 
for  the  wants  of  the  cemetery.  The  three  lots 
alluded  to  contain  upwards  of  15.000  superficial 
square  feet,  and  can  be  bought  for  less  than 
$1200. 

The  trustees  are  so  impressed  with  the  advan- 
tages that  such  a  purchase  would  secure  that 
they  feel  justified  in  submitting  this  statement 
to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil. 

The  trustees  would  respectfully  ask  that  they 
may  be  allowed  to  expend  the  amount  already 
appropriated  for  the  removal  of  gravel  outside 
of  the  three  lots  that  it  is  proposed  to  purchase. 
If  permitted  to  do  this,  a  large  amount  of  ma- 
terial can  be  conveyed  away  oefore  December 
next,  when  the  right  to  make  further  removals 
will  cease. 

In  conclusion  the  trustees  would  respectfully 
direct  attention  to  the  manifest  advantage  that 
would  follow  the  proposed  purchase.  The  gravel 
could  then  be  removed  at  any  time  when  it  was 
needed,  thus  avoiding  embarrassments  from 
delay,  or  other  causes,  while  the  land  itself 
would  be  the  property  of  the  city,  and  of  greater 
value  than  it  possessed  when  bought. 
Respectfully,   for  the  trustees, 

W.  P.  Leavitt,  President. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Later  in  the  session  Aid.  McLaughlin  offered 
an  order— That  the  trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Ceme- 
tery be  authorized  to  expend  the  sum  of  $2000 
for  the  removal  of  gravel  from  land  on  Berry 
street,  Ward  23,  purchased  for  Mt.  Hope  Ceme- 
tery, said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  that  purpose. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

BEACON   STREET. 

The  following  was  received : 

Street  Department,  City  Hall,  I 
Boston,  June  27,  1887.  / 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council. 

The  following  statement  of  cost  of  completing 
Beacon  street  is  respectfully  submitted : 

For  tilling g50,000 

For  macadamizing 50,000 

For  edgeslones  mid  gutters 11.000 

,$111,000 
Ad  10  per  cent 11,000 

,9122,000 

John  W.  McDonald, 

Supt.  of  Streets. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

GASTON  SCHOOL. 

Aid.  Allen  presented  the  following: 

Office  of  Supt.  Public  Buildings,  I 
June  27,  1887.  I 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,— By  vote  of  the  City  Council, 
passed  and  approved  May  5,  18S7,  the  superin- 
tendent of  public  buildings  was  directed  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  repairs  of  the  Gaston  school- 
house,  damaged  by  fire  April  2S.  The  expense 
therefor  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
schoolhouses.  public  buildings. 

In  accordance  with  said  orderthe  work  is  now 
in  progress  and  is  well  advanced.  My  estimate 
of  the  cost  with  such  changes  and  alterations  as 
are  demanded  by  the  inspector  of  buildings  is 
the  sum  of  $35,000. 

I  respectfully  ask  for  a  transfer  of  this  amount 
to  meet  the  regular  expenses  of  the  department 
for  repairs  on  schoolhouses  which  occur  during 
the  coming  school  vacation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Jas.  C.  Tucker, 
Superintendent  Public  Buildings. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance, 
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Aid.  Allen  presented  the  following: 

Office  of  Supt.  Public  Buildings,  ) 
June  27,  1887.        J 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  city  ordinance  requires  that 
the  superintendent  of  public  buildings  shall  ad- 
vertise for  proposals  for  furnishing  a  yearly  sup- 
ply of  coal  for  the  public  buildings  and  other 
departments  not  otherwise  provided  for. 

In  compliance  with  said  ordinance  I  have  is- 
sued advertisements  and  proposals  have  been 
received  and  opened,  but  no  bid  for  furnishing 
the  city  with  hard  coal  for  more  than  sixty  days 
was  received,  the  cause  of  this  being  a  written 
compact  enterd  into  by  the  dealers  not  to  make 
a  contract  to  extend  over  a  period  of  a  number 
of  months.  Their  reasons  for  so  doing  are  ex- 
plained in  a  printed  circular,  which  is  appended 
to  this  report 

Such  being  the  facts  and  no  authority  given 
me  to  contract  for  a  term  less  than  one  year,  I 
am  advised  by  the  corporation  counsel  to  sug- 
gest that  such  authority  be  requested  of  the 
City  Council  in  order  that  this  and  future 
emergencies  may  be  provided  for. 

I  would  therefore    respectfully   ask    for  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  order. 
James  C.  Tucker, 
Superintendent  Public  Buildings. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  public 
buildings,  subject  to  the  approval  of  His  Honor 
the  Mayor,  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to 
contract  for  furnishing  the  coal  for  the  public 
buildings,  schoolhouses  ana  such  other  depart- 
ments not  otherwise  provided  for,  upon  such 
terms  and  in  such  quantities  as  may  be  expe- 
dient. 

[The  circular  referred  to  is  dated  June  15,  inst., 
gives  the  agreement  adopted  by  the  retail  coal 
dealers  adopted  June  11.  inst.,  to-make  no  sales 
of  anthracite  coal  in  which  the  delivery  shall 
extend  over  a  longer  term  than  GO  days  from  the 
date  of  sale,  it  being  made  "in  view  of  the 
threatening  attitude  of  organized  labor,  and  the 
fact  that  the  wholesale,  companies  will  not  sell 
for  delivery  beyond  a  short  period  from  the  date 
of  purchase,  believing  that  a  continuance  of 
making  contracts  to  extend  over  a  period  of  a 
number  of  months  is  more  than  ever  liable  to 
result  in  loss  to  the  dealer." 

Aid.  Allen— It  seems  by  the  circular,  which 
is  annexed,  that  there  has  been  an  agreement 
entered  into  by  the  coal  dealers  that  they  will 
not  make  contracts  to  sell  coal  to  be  delivered 
for  a  period  beyond  GO  days.  Inasmuch  as  it  is 
quite  necessary  that  the  coal  contracts  for  the 
city  be  made  at  an  early  day,  I  think  it  quite 
proper  that  the  order  which  has  been  read 
should  be  acted  on  at  this  time.  Therefore,  I 
move  a  suspension  of  the  rule  so  that -the  order 
may  be  read  a  second  time  and  put  upon  its 
passage  at  this  meeting. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  passed. 
Sent  down. 

CLERK  HIRE  IN  THE  COURTS. 

Aid.  Carroll  presented  a  requistion  from  the 
clerk  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  for  $165, 
being  the  amount  of  clerk  hire  for  June. 

Approved  and  ordered  paid. 

BAY  WINDOW. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Inspection  of  Buildings  (Aid.), 
recommending  that  leave  be  granted  to  project 
a  bay  window  from  building  No.  17  Exeter 
street. 

Report  accepted,  and  leave  ganted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

FOURTH  ASSISTANT  MESSENGER. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Con- 
tingent Expenses: 

Report  on  the  ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  11 
of  the  Revised  ( h'dhiances  of  1885  so  as  to  pro- 
vide for  a  fourth  assistant  messenger— That  the 
ordinance  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted,  and  said  ordinance  passed 
under  suspension  of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  G 
of  the  Revised  ( )rdinances  of  1885  so  as  to  estab- 
lish the  salary  of  the  fourth  assistant  messenger 
—That  the  ordinance  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted,  said  ordinance  passed  under 
suspension  of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 


THE  OFFICIAL  REPORT. 

Aid.  Lee  called  up  the  special  assignment, 
viz.: 

18.  Report  of  Committee  on  Publication  of  the 
City  Council  proceedings,  (Doc.  89,)  and  order  to 
make  arrangements  for  the  same. 

Aid.  Lee  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  and  the 
order  was  rejected,  yeas  3,  nays  9 : 

Yeas — Aid.  Donovan.  Lee,  Maguire-3. 

Nays— Aid.  Allen,  Bromwich,  Capen,  Carroll, 
Haynes,  McLaughlin,  N.  G.  Smith,  0.  W.  Smith, 
Sullivan— 9. 

The  Chairman— What  is  the  pleasure  of  the 
Board? 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  move  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  order. 

Aid.  Lee  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  and  the 
motion  was  carried,  yeas  10,  nays  2,  Aid.  Dono- 
van and  Lee  voting  nay. 

SALARIES  OF  CERTAIN  POLICE  OFFICERS. 

Aid.  Lee  called  up  the  special  assignment, 
viz. : 

21.  An  ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  G  of  the 
Revised  Ordinances  of  1885  (City  Doc.  108) : 

Be  it  ordained,  etc.  Section  1,  Chapter  G, 
of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1885  is  hereby 
amended  in  Section  1  in  the  clause  rel  t- 
ing  to  the  salary  of  the  superintendent 
of  police  by  inserting  after  the  word  "thou- 
sand" the  words  "five  hundred";  in  the  clause 
relating  to  the  salary  of  the  deputy  superin- 
tendent of  police  by  striking  out  the  word 
"three"  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  word 
"seven" :  in  the  clause  relating  to  the  salary  of 
the  clerk  to  the  superintendent  of  police  by 
striking  out  the  words  "one  thousand  five  hun- 
dred" and  substituting  in  place  thereof  the 
words  "two  thousand" ;  in  the  clause  relating  to 
the  salary  of  the  property  clerk  of  the  Police 
Department  by  striking  out  the  words  "one 
thousand  five  hundred .  ■  and  substituting  in 
place  thereof  the  words  "two  thousand" ;  and  in 
the  clause  relating  to  the  salaries  of  the  assist- 
ant inspectors  of  police  by  striking  out  the 
words  "three  dollars  a  day  each"  and  substitu- 
ting in  place  thereof  the  word  "and". 

Aid  Carroll— I  would  like  to  ask  the  members 
of  the  Committee  on  Police  to  give  me  a  little 
information,  as  to  whether  we  did  not  increase 
last  year,  when  we  increased  the  salaries  in  the 
Police  Department  some  of  the  people  who  are 
now  calling  for  an  increase  in  this?  Who  and 
what  are  the  assistant  inspectors,  as  alluded  to 
in  this  order?  As  I  understand  it,  there  is  the 
chief  inspector,  and  here  are  the  assistant  in- 
spectors whom  we  have  already  increased.  If  I 
understand  it  aright,  the  pay  of  the  assistant  in- 
spectors was  increased  a  little  while  ago. 

Aid.  Maguire— The  inspectors  were  increased, 
but  not  the  assistants. 

Aid.  Carroll— The  gentleman  seems  to  be 
ready  to  answer  that  question.  Now  if  you  will 
please  tell  the  members  of  the  Board  what  the 
assistant  inspectors  of  police  are,  where  they 
get  their  title,  and  how  many  of  them  there  are, 
I  would  like  to  have  you  do  so. 

Aid.  Maguire— The  inspectors,  I  think,  num- 
ber seven.  They  had  a  salary  previous  to  this 
raise  of  $3.50  a  day.  They  called  for  a  larger 
force  in  the  inspectors'  department,  and  these 
men  have  been  taken  from  the  different  station 
houses — the  assistant  inspectors— and  have  been 
paid  only  the  same  as  police  officers — $3  a  day — 
before  the  increase.  Now  the  assistant  inspec- 
tors are  getting  less  than  the  patrolmen,  and 
that  is  why  they  call  for  this  increase. 

Aid.  Carroll— 1  don't  think  the  gentleman 


explained  to  the  Board  why  they  ought  to  have 
this  increase,  in  a  proper  manner.    They  arep: 
trolmen  today,  and  are  looked  upon  as  patn 


men.  I  am  sure  that  if  they  do  not  receive 
the  pay  of  patrolmen,  I  would  be  willing 
to  give  them  my  most  hearty  support  in  this 
matter.  But  I  want  to  be  fair  and  candid 
with  the  assistant  inspectors.  I  think  that 
the  members  of  the  Board  will  bear  me  out 
in  the  statement  that  I  never  oppose  an  in- 
crease of  salary  in  any  case  where  a  person  is 
deserving  of  it.  But  I  don't  propose  to  do  what 
is  called,  in  the  language  of  the  dav,  greasing 
the  fat  hog.  These  men  who  are  selected,  and 
are  tried  as  inspectors,  as  I  understand  it,  and 
the  assistant  inspectors  are  men  who  have  been 
doing  duty,  as  1  understand  it,  in  the  different 
Stltl::n-h:;usjs  is  spc:  ml  pell;  :  ::lh::  is  N::w  as 
inspectors  of  police,  or  assistant  inspectors  of 
police,  they  don't  do  one  half  the  work  that 
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men  in  the  different  stations  do  who  are 
special  officers,  and  over  whom  they  are 
A  placed.  I  propose  to  be  fair,  and  if  I  vote  for 
an  increase  of  pay.  I  vote  to  give  it  to  all 
in  comparison  to  the  amount  of  work 
they  do.  For  instance,  a  man  who  is  a  special 
officer  in  a  station-house  don't  know  at  what 
time  he  may  go  to  bed,  and  cannot  fell  at  what 
time  he  may  have  to  get  up.'  Last  week,  in 
going  to  my  home  in  the  neighborhood  of  12 
o'clock,  I  accidentally  saw  a  shooting  affair 
that  took  place,  and  I  noticed  that  a  special 
officer  was  there  looking  around  and  attending 
to  the  parties.  On  going  from  my  home  the 
next  morning  at  8  30  I  saw  fhe  same  man  on 
duty.  Now,  let  us  be  fair  and  consider  the  facts. 
If  these  are  facts  which  I  have  presented,  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  members  of  the  Board 
should  consider  them.  I  ask  that  this  be  as- 
signed a  week,  and  I  hope  the  members  of  the 
Board  will  inquire  into  it.  Of  course,  it  would 
be  mean  and  contemptible  on  my  part  to  at- 
tempt to  prevent  any  man  from  getting  an  in- 
crease if  he  deserves  it.  But  if  there  are  men 
doing  work  in  the  same  line  as  these  men,  and 
who  have  more  to  do,  I  think  the  members  of 
the  Board  will  see  that  I  am  right  in  objecting 
to  an  increase  in  this  particular  case.  I  move 
that  it  be  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Board. 

Aid.  Lee— I  trust  that  the  motion  made  by 
the  alderman  on  my  left  will  not  prevail,  be- 
cause the  alderman  must  be  aware  that  the 
time  is  now  limited  before  the  summer  vaca- 
tion takes  place  in  the  City  Council.  Therefore 
it  would  be  ill  advised  to  lay  this  matter  over 
now  and  have  it  so  situated  that  we  could  not 
act  on  it  definitely  until  two  or  three  months 
hence.  Now  in  relation  to  the  ordinance,  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  of  course,  have 
passed  on  nothing  but  the  form.  The  assistant 
inspectors  of  police,  as  I  understand  it,  desire  to 
receive  the  same  pay  as  sergeants  of  police,  as 
I  understand  it.  Of  course  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Police  is  better  able  to  give 
the  explanation  than  I. 

Aid.  Maguire— The  inspectors  have  been  in- 
creased to  $1600.  As  near  as  I  can  understand 
these  men  do  substantially  the  same  work  as  an 
inspector.  They  are  drafted  from  the  different 
station-houses,  they  are  there  under  the  in- 
spectors, and  as  far  as  the  committee  can  see, 
they  do  as  much  work  as  the  others. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  would  ask  the  alderman  if 
the  assistant  inspectors,  as  a  matter  of  fact- 
will  he  state  it  as  chairman  of  the  committee- 
give  as  many  hours  to  their  business  as  those 
special  officers  in  the  different  stations?  Will 
the  alderman  state  that  as  a  fact? 

Aid.  Maguire— I  am  speaking  of  the  men  in 
the  inspector's  office. 

Aid.  Carroll — I  am  speaking  of  the  assistant 
inspectors.  Will  you  state  to  the  members  of 
this  Board  that  these  men,  acting  as  assistant 
inspectors,  do  as  much  work  as  those  men  who 
are  special  officers  and  do  detective  work  in  the 
other  station-houses? 

Aid.  Maguire— Those  are  the  assistant  in- 
spectors, too.  The  inspectors,  as  I  have  said, 
get  $1600,  and  what  they  petition  for  is  an  in- 
crease, so  that  they  will  get  the  same  pay  as  a 
sergeant— that  is,  $1400  per  year— which  will 
make  the  difference  between  the  inspectors  and 
assistant  inspectors— if  the  increase  is  granted— 
$200. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  would  ask  the  alderman, 
who  is  chairman  of  the  Committe  on  Police, 
whether  or  not  the  gentlemen  who  are  now  ask- 
ing for  an  increase  as  assistant  inspectors  have 
not  already  received  an  increase— within  two  or 
three  months?  Are  they  not  paid  $1200  a  year, 
the  same  as  patrolmen? 

Aid.  Maguire — No.  The  proposed  increase 
will  place  them  on  a  basis  of  $200  less  that  the 
present  inspectors. 

Aid.  Carroll — How  much  more  than  the 
patrolmen  receive?  What  is  the  difference  be- 
tween the  pay  of  sergeants  and  patrolmen? 

Aid.  Maguire— $200. 

Aid.  Carroll— There  is  that  much  difference. 
Now  the  difference  between  the  pay  of  sergeants 
and  assistant  inspectors  you  say  is  $200?  Now 
answer  my  question  ;  as  these  men  have  already 
been  increased  as  patrolmen,  is  not  this  another 
way  of  arriving  at  the  same  result? 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  hope  this  will  be  assigned 
for  a  week,  because  I  must  admit  that  I  haven't 
given  the  attention  to  it  that  I  ought  to   have 


given  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Police. 
I  was  busy  at  the  time  the  last  meeting  of  that 
committee  was  called,  and  was  unable  to  at- 
tend. I  have  been  told  by  some  of  these  inspec- 
tors that  this  order  is  a  little  vague,  but  I  be- 
lieve the  term  assistant  inspectors  covers  vari- 
ous officers— for  instance,  the  assistant  inspector 
of  carriages  and  wagons,  also  the  assistant  in- 
spector of  pawnbrokers.  The  salary  of  neither 
of  these  assistants  has  been  raised  at  all,  and 
their  pay  today  remains  the  same  as  the  pay  of 
patrolmen  before  the  ordinance  was  changed. 
These  men  are  paid  $3  a  day,  while  the  patrol- 
men are  paid  $1200  a  year.  They  ask  to  be  put 
on  the  same  basis  as  patrolmen.  At  least,  they 
think  they  ought  to  rank  as  sergeant,  and  the- 
duties  they  perform  are  as  important,  and  per- 
haps as  onerous  as  the  duties  of  patrolmen. 
They  have  a  good  deal  of  clerical  work  to  do, 
and  their  office  hours  are  as  long  as  the  hours 
of  duty  of  any  patrolmen.  They  merely  ask 
that,  as  they  rank  as  patrolmen,  they  should  be 
paidthesame  salary. 

Aid.  Carroll— They  are  now. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— They  get  $3  a  day. 

Aid.  Carroll— Until  the  increase. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— That  didn't  affect  them,  I 
am  told  by  the  inspectors.  I  intended  to  be 
present  at  the  meeting  of  the  Committee  on 
Police,  and  if  this  is  laid  over  for  two  weeks  I 
will  be  present  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  com- 
mittee and  will  be  able  to  report  definitely  on 
the  question  and  make  sure  whether  I  am  cor- 
rect in  my  statements  today.  One  of  these  men 
came  to  me  two  weeks  ago  and  said  he  thought 
an  injustice  was  being  done  him  and  also 
another  assistant  inspector,  as  their  pay 
had  not  been  raised  above  $3  a  day, 
whereas  the  pay  of  the  patrolmen  had  been  raised 
to  $1200  a  year.  They  had  been  as  long  in  the  ser- 
vice and  had  as  much  duty  to  perform  as  any 
patrolman  in  any  office,  and  had  even  more  than 
some  of  the  patrolman ;  and  they  asked  that 
they  might  be  allowed  to  appear  before  the 
Committee  on  Police.  I  wrote  a  note  to  Aid. 
Maguire,  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  and 
asked  him  to  allow  this  man  to  appear  before 
the  committee.  I  don't  whether  he  appeared 
and  made  his  statement  or  not.  I  am  entirely 
in  doubt  as  to  this  ordinance  now,  but  if  the 
members  of  this  Board  will  allow  it  to  lie  over 
another  week,  I  will  be  prepared  to  state  the 
facts  in  the  case  so  that  the  members  of  the 
Board  may  vote  intelligently. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— I  would  like  to  ask  the 
alderman  who"  has  just  taken  his  seat  a  question 
—whether  he  knows  that  certain  officers  who 
rank  as  lieutenants  have  not  received  the  in- 
crease, or  whether  the  committee  consider  that 
they  have? 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— That  is  exactly  what  we 
want  this  laid  over  for — to  ascertain  this  fact. 
I  haven't  attended  any  meeting  of  the  commit- 
tee lately,  but  I  would  like  to  look  into  the  mat- 
ter, and  find  out  all  the  facts  before  the  next 
meeting. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— I  would  like  to  have  this 
assigned,  because  I  can  show  where  there  are 
two  officers  in  a  certain  part  of  the  city  who 
rank  as  lieutenants.  They  have  never  received 
the  increase,  though  they  are  entitled  to  it. 
They  have  long  hours,  and  sometimes  very  te- 
dious, laborious  work.  They  have  the  care  of 
all  prisoners  collected  in  the  city  at  night.  Of 
course  they  feel  that  their  rank  of  lieutenant 
entitles  them  to  the  same  consideration  as  other 
lieutenants,  and  I  hope  the  matter  will  go  over 
for  a  week. 

Aid.  Maguire— What  the  alderman  opposite 
says  is  substantially  correct.  The  inspector  of 
pawnbrokers  was  before  the  committee  and 
stated  that  they  were  receiving  less  pay  today 
on  account  of  the  ordinances  not  being  made 
with  reference  to  them  than  the  patrolmen  of 
the  city  of  Boston.  To  the  alderman  on  my 
right,  I  would  say  that  I  saw  the  commissioner, 
and  he  does  not  con°ider  those  two  lieutenants 
the  alderman  has  made  reference  to  as  in  the 
Police  Department  at  all.  The  men  he  has 
reference  .to  are  officers  in  the  tombs.  They 
don't  consider  that  those  officers  are  in  a  posi- 
tion to  be  advanced  in  the  Police  Department. 
That  is  a  matter  that  would  have  to  be  settled, 
of  course,  with  the  commissioners.  The  same 
is  the  case  with  the  house  watchman  in  the  City 
Hall.  They  don't  get  the  pay  of  patrolmen 
under  the  advance. 

I  have  no  objection  to  having  this  matter  as- 
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signed  a  week,  as  there  is  no  hurry  about  it. 
But  I  would  suggest  that  the  members  will  not 
get  much  more  information  next  week  than  they 
have  today.  If  any  members  of  the  Board  de- 
sire to  ask  questions,  I  can  give  them  the  infor- 
mation they  desire.  I  would  state  that  I  have 
seen  the  police  commissioners  with  reference  to 
those  men  at  the  Tombs, and  also  with  reference 
to  the  house  watchmen  in  City  Hall,  and  they 
said  they  wouldn't  consider  them  as  lieutenants. 
They  were  lucky  to  have  the  house  watchman's 
job,  because  they  were  broken  down  patrolmen. 
That  is  the  information  they  gave  me. 

Aid.  Lee  — After  the  arguments  of  the  two 
gentlemen  on  the  Committee  on  Police,  it  would 
seem  as  if  there  was  a  disagreement  between 
them. 

Aid.  Maguire  —  There  is  no  difference  of 
opinion,  but  the  alderman  opposite  to  me  stated 
that  lie  was  not  on  the  committee.  I  told  the 
aldermen  I  was  there,  and  could  give  all  the 
information  necessary.  But  there  is  no  contra- 
diction between  me  and  the  other  members  of 
the  Police  Committee. 

Aid.  Lee— I  again  say  there  is  a  disagreement. 
The  alderman  on  my  right  does  not  desire  to 
take  the  statements  made  by  the  alderman  on 
my  left.  I  think  they  have  agreed  to  dis- 
agree. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  want  to  tell  the  gentle- 
man, Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Police  and  myself  never  disagree. 
[Laughter.] 

Aid.  Lee— Of  course  when  the  alderman  on 
mv  right  does  not  attend  the  meetings  of  the 
Committee  on  Police  there  isn't  much  chance 
for  him  to  disagree,  but  when  an  argument 
comes  up  he  must  stand  up  and  disagree  with 
the  alderman  on  my  left.  Now  if  the  alderman 
on  my  right,  from  South  Boston,  will  withdraw 
his  motion  to  assign  for  a  few  moments,  I 
can  propose  a  change  in  the  ordinance  as 
it  now  stands  so  that  it  can  be  placed  in  the 
form  recommended  by  the  Board  of  Police.  I 
will  make  the  motion  and  allow  it  to  go  over, 
as  the  Committee  on  Police  desire  to  look  into 
the  matter,  as  there  seems  to  be  a  technical  dis- 
agreement between  the  two  gentlemen. 
[Laughter.] 

Aid.  Carroll— I  have  no  desire  to  hamper  or 
interfere  with  the  action  of  the  Board.  1  sim- 
ply want  to  get  at  the  facts  and  deal  fairly  and 
equitably  with  all,  that  I  have  made  the  mo- 
tion to  assign.  But  I  want  to  withdraw  the 
motion  so  that  the  gentleman  can  offer  what- 
ever amendments  he  has  to  make.  But  I  want 
to  be  placed  right.  If  those  who  are  known  as 
assistant  inspectors  are  not  receiving  the  pay  of 
patrolmen,  I  want  to  be  put  on  record  as  favor- 
ing the  ordinance  that  they  shall  receive  it,  as  a 
matter!  of  simple  justice.  I  have  no  desire  to 
keep  them  out  of  the  ?3  a  day.  But  I  do  object 
to  their  coming  in  here,  after  we  have  already 
increased  their  salaries,  as  I  think,  and  it  has 
been  admitted  by  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee, only  in  a  different  way.and  I  do  not  think  it  is 
right  to  increase  them  again  two  months 
afterward,  and  make  their  pay  the  same  as  that 
of  sergeants.  I  want  to  he  distinctly  under- 
stood on  that  matter.  I  want  to  have  them  all 
on  the  same  footing.  When  the  matter  is  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Police  I  would  like 
them  to  investigate  and  see  if  those  officers  as- 
signed for  special  duty  at  the  different  stations 
do  not  do  more  work  and  give  more  hours  to 
duty  than  do  those  called  assistant  inspectors  of 
police.  Common  justice  and  equity  to  those 
special  officers  is  the  reason  I  ask  to  have  it  as- 
signed. Desiring  to  give  the  gentleman  a 
chance  to  offer  his  amendments  I  withdraw 
the  motion  to  assign. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— I  would  like  to  ask  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Police  if  the 
gentleman  who  is  keeper  of  the  tombs  received 
an  increase  when  the  pay  of  the  captains  was 
increased? 

Aid.  Maguire— I  don't  know. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— The  reason  that  I  ask  that 
is  it  seems  rather  strange  to  me  that  the  com- 
missioners could  make  such  a,  distinction  be- 
tween the  different  ranks.  If  the  keeper  of  the 
tombs,  who  ranks  as  a  captain,  and  was  trans- 
ferred from  a  station-house,  preserves  his  rank 
while  going  there,  it  strikes  me  that  the  assist- 
ant keepers  of  the  tombs,  who  rank  as  lieuten- 
ants, should  certainly  at  the  same  time  receive 
an  increase  when  the  pay  of  the  lieutenants  was 
increased.    Of  course  I  understand   that  what- 


ever we  do  must  be  considered  and  assented  to 
by  the  Board  of  Police. 

Aid.  Lee  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  in  fc 
the  seventh  line,  relating  to  the  deputy  super- 
intendent of  police,  the  word  "seven"  and  in- 
serting "eight".;  also  in  the  14th  line,  relating  to 
the  property  clerk,  by  striking  out  "two  thous- 
and" and  inserting  "eighteen  hundred."  I  do 
that,  Mr.  Chairman,  because  the  Board  of  Police 
on  the  21st  of  February  sent  a  communication 
to  this  Board  recommneding  that  the  salaries  of 
those  officers  be  established  at  those  figures. 
The  Board  recommended  that  the  salary  of  the 
deputy  superintendent  be  $2800,  and  I  And  that 
the  Committee  on  Police  recommend  .$2700.  The 
Board  recommended  that  the  salary  of  the 
property  clerk  be  81X00,  and  the  committee  have 
recommended  §2000.  The  committee  would 
make  the  salary  of  the  property  clerk  the  same 
as; that  of  the  clerk  of  the  superintendent.  If  I 
have  been  rightly  informed  tin;  superintendent's 
clerk  should  receive  $2500  if  the  property  clerk 
received  $2000.  I  offer  these  amendments  so 
that  we  may  conform  to  the  recommendations 
of  the  BoTud  of  Police. 

The  amendments  of  Aid.  Lee  were  adopted, 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll  further  considera- 
tion of  the  ordinance  was  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting. 

increased  water  supply  for  charlestown 
district. 

Aid.  Carroll  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  onWater  on  the  communication  from 
the  Boston  Water  Board  in  relation  to  an  in- 
creased supply  of  water  for  the  Charlestown 
District— That  they  have  conferred  with  the 
Water  Board  upon  the  subject,  and  the  said 
Board  deem  it  wise  that  a  connection  should  be 
made  between  the  distributing  systems  of  the 
city  proper  and  Charlestown;  that  in  order  to 
effect  this  an  appropriation  of  $5115,000  will  bo 
necessary.  The  committee  having  given  the 
matter  their  attention,  recommend  that  the  re- 
quest he  granted,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance  to  provide  the  means. 

Report  accepted  and  said  reference  ordered. 
Sent  down. 

STABLES. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Health  (Aid.): 

Report  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions to  occupy  stables  as  follows: 

H.  B.  Sargent,  Jr.,  and  others,  rear  106  Centre 
street,  Ward  21. 

Join  M.  Call,  50  and  52  Call  street,  Ward  23. 

.lames  H,  Bennett,  Bremen  street. 

Pearce  Bros.,  Fifth  street,  on  passageway 
between  two  houses  leading  to  Gold  street. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  A.  Driscoll.  Wexford  street, 
Ward  25. 

Metropolitan  R.  R.  Co.,  Bartlett  street,  Ward 
21. 

Reports  accepted,  and  permits  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

Also  reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw 
on  the  following  petitions  for  stables: 

George  F.  Slight,  10H  Washington  street,  cor- 
ner Thorndike  street  (at  his  own  request). 

William  C.  Webber,  Eighth  street,  opposite 
dates  street,  in  the  rear. 

George  Goodwin,  Morris  street,  Ward  1. 

Reports  accepted. 

Report  on  the  communications  from  George 
Dunn  and  others,  and  F.  W.  Towle  and  others, 
and  Mary  Gillogly,  relating  to  the  occupancy  by 
N.  Y.  Brintnall  of  a  building  on.  Miller  street, 
Charlestown  District,  for  stable  purposes — That 
no  action  is  necessary  as  no  petition  from  said 
Brintnall  is  pending  before  the  committee. 

Accepted. 

CHARLES  RIVER  BRIDGE. 

Aid.  Sullivan  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Bridges,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Peter  Connelly,  for  leave 
to  enlarge  the  toll-house  on  Charles-river  bridge, 
now  occupied  by  him,  having  considered  the 
subject,  respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  Peter  Connelly  be  allowed  to 
enlarge  the  toll-house  on  Charles-river  bridge, 
at  his  own  expense,  under  the  direction  of  the 
superintendent  of  bridges. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

CLAIM  OP  PUTTERILL   &   KILLIAN. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following: 
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The  Committee  on  Sewers,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  annexed  petition  of  Messrs.  Putterill 
&  Killian,  for  compensation  for  work  performed 
on  sewers  in  Auckland,  Sydney  and  Belfort 
streets,  Dorchester,  and  Ipswich  and  Boylston 
streets,  Back  hay,  respectfully  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report: 

The  committee  have  given  the  petitioners  a 
hearing,  and  have  procured  what  evidence  was 
attainable  (part  of  which  is  annexed).  It  was 
found  that  the  work  mentioned  was  all  done, 
but  part  of  it  was  done  under  verbal  agree- 
ments as  to  the  prices  to  be  paid ;  the  committee 
have  obtained  from  the  former  superintendent 
a  letter  stating  that  the  prices  on  the  bill  were 
agreed  to  by  him,  arid  also  that  the  work  was 
accepted  by  him.    These  letters  are  annexed. 

The  contractors  agree,  in  case  their  claim  is 
paid,  to  release  all  claims  for  further  damages 
and  to  maintain  the  sewer  lor  six  months  from 
Feb.  4,  1S87. 

The  committee  therefore  respectfully  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  following  orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  allow  Messrs. 
Putterill  &  Killian  $5182.15,  being  final  pay- 
ment for  work  done  on  sewer  in  Aukland  street, 
private  land,  and  Commercial  street,  between 
Belfort  and  Shamrock  streets,  Dorchester,  the 
same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
"Sewers  between  Crescent  avenue  and  Green- 
wich streets." 

Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  allow  Messrs. 
Putterill  &  Killian,  $1933.90,  being  final  pay- 
ment for  work  done  on  sewer  in  private 
land,  Sydney  and  Belfort  streets  (Dorches- 
ter), the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  "Sewer  Department." 

Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  allow  Messrs. 
Putterill  &  Killian  $1686.55,  being  final  payment 
for  work  done  on  sewer  in  Ipswich  and  Boylston 
streets,  between  Newbury  and  Parker  streets, 
the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
"Sewers,  Beacon  street,  etc." 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

ORDINANCES. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances: 

Report  on  the  orders  for  them  to  report  what 
changes  are  necessary  in  Chapter  52  of  the  Re- 
vised Ordinances  of  18-85— Recommending  the 
passage  of  the  following  ordinance: 

An  Ordinance 
To  amend  Chapter  52  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1S85. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Chapter  52,  section  6,  of  the  Revised 
Ordinances  of  1885,  as  amended  by  Chapter  36  of 
the  Ordinances  of  1886,  is  hereby  further  amended 
by  striking  out  the  word  "of,"  at  the  beginning 
of  the  fourth  line  of  said  sectio",  and  inserting 
the  word  "in"  in  place  thereof.  Also  by  insert- 
ing after  the  word  "Boston,"  in  said  fourth  line, 
the  words  "having  jurisdiction." 

Report  accepted,  ordinance  passed  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

Report  that  the  ordinance  ("concerning  torpe- 
does and  other  detonators")  to  amend  Chapter 
53.  Revised  Ordinances  of  1885  (referred  June  23, 
1887),  ought  to  pass. 

Accepted,  and  said  ordinance  specially  as- 
signed to  the  next  meeting,  on  motion  of  Aid. 
Lee,  who  said  he  dissented  and  desired  to  sub- 
mit a  minority  report. 

CLAIMS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Claims ; 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
the  following  petitions: 

Equitable  Land  Company,  for  refunding  the 
amount  of  betterments  paid  by  them  on  account 
of  the  laying  out  of  the  Back-bay  Park. 

George  J.  Sullivan,  for  compensation  for  per- 
sonal injuries  received  July  18,  from  an  alleged 
defect  at  336  Commercial  street. 

Reports  severally  accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  that  no  further  action  is  necessary  on 
the  petition  of  William  H.  Crone  for  compensa- 
tion for  personal  injuries,  also  for  injury  to 
horse,  harness  and  sleigh,  received  Jan.  31, 
1886,  on  Charles-river  avenue,  as  the  claim  has 
been  settled  by  the  Consolidated  Railroad  Com- 
pany. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

SALARY  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SEWERS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 


mittee on  Sewers  on  the  ordinance  to  amend 
Chapter  6,  Revised  Ordinances,  to  increase  the 
salary  of  the  superintendent  of  sewers  from 
$3500  to  $5000— That,  in  their  opinion,  the  ordi- 
nance ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted,  and  said  ordinance  read  a 
second  time  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  and 
declared  passed.  Aid.  Allen  doubted  the  vote, 
and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were 
called ;  yeas  10,  nay  1,  Aid.  Allen  voting  nay,  and 
the  ordinance  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

sewers, 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Sewers:- 

Reports  and  orders  for  hearings  on  Monday 
next  on  the  expediency  of  constructing  common 
sewers  in  Gerard  street.  Leydcn  street.  Ahlen 
street,  Rowland  street,  Forest-Hill  and  Robe- 
son streets,  Gladstone  street. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  amended  on  motion 
of  Aid.  Allen  so  as  to  be  returnable  on  Tuesday, 
July  5,  and  as  amended  passed. 

Order  to  construct  a  common  sewer  in  a  pas- 
sageway in  the  rear  of  Chester  Park.  Passed 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Reports  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
following : 

Ordered,  That  the  sewer  assessment  levied 
against  the  estate  of  Margaret  O'Connor  for  a 
sewer  in  Ferriu  street,  Charlestown,  amounting 
to  $11.10,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  abated  on 
account  of  no  benefit. 

Ordered,  That  the  sewer  assessment  levied 
against  the  estate  of  the  heirs  of  Henry  Jackson 
for  a  sewer  in  Moore  street,  East  Boston, 
amounting  to  $100.93,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
abated  on  account  of  inability  to  pay. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

THE  NEXT  MEETING. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  Aid.  Carroll 
moved  that  when  the  Board  adjourn  it  be  to 
meet  on  Tuesday,  July  5,  1887,  at  4  P.  M.  The 
motion  was  carried. 

AMERICAN  CONDUIT  CONSTRUCTION  CO. 

Aid.  Capen,  for  the  Committee  on  Bonds. sub- 
mitted a  report  recommending  that  the  bond  of 
the  American  Conduit  Construction  Company 
(referred  June  13)  be  approved. 

Report  accepted  and  said  bond  approved. 
steam  engines. 

Aid.  Haynes  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Steam  Engines,  recommending  that 
leave  be  granted  as  follows : 

W.  W.  Stall,  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary 
steam  engine  of  three-horse  power  at  Odd  Fel- 
lows' Hall  building  on  Tremont  street. 

J.  Hendrie  &  Bro.,  to  erect  and  use  a  station- 
ary steam  engine  of  four-horse  power  at  Blue 
Hill  avenue  and  Glen  road. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  John  Becker  for  li- 
cense to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  steam  en- 
gine of  10-horse  power  at  50  Hartford  street— 
that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  conditions. 

Reports  accepted  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Aid,  Maguire  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Reports  and  orders  for  brick  sidewalks  in 
front  of  estates  of : 

Charles  M.  Evans.  90  Walnut  avenue. 

A.  Zeigler,  on  Station  street,  at  northerly  cor- 
ner of  Tremont  street. 

Martin  Trautman,  303  Warren  street. 

J.  M.  Currier,  19  to  27  Purchase  street. 

Reports  accepted:  orders  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order— That  permission  be  granted 
the  directors  of  the  North  End  Mission  to  place 
a  sign  on  Walk  Hill  street,  opposite  Bournes 
street,  for  the  purpose  of  directing  the  public  to 
the  Mt.  Hone  Home  for  Children  (upon  the 
usual  conditions.)  Report  accepted;  order  pass- 
ed under  a.  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Orders  directing  the  superintendent  of  streets 
to  furnish  and  set  edgcstones  and  pave  the  side- 
walks with  brick  on  both  sides  of  Crawford 
street,  between  Humboldt  avenue  and  AVarren 
street;  to  pave,  the  sidewalk  with  brick  on  the 
westerly  side  of  Linden  Pank  street,  between 
Roxbury  and  Cabot  streets,  one  halt  tin;  eost  of 
same  to  b.e, assessed  on  the  owners  of  abutting 
estates. 
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Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
he  authorized  to  pave  the  following streets  with 
granite  blocks :  State  street,  from  Kilby  to  Broad 
streets ;  Commercial  street,  from  Cross  to  State 
streets ;  India  street,  from  Milk  to  State  streets ; 
Dover  street,  from  Tremont  to  Shawmut  avenue ; 
Washington  street,  from  State  to  Milk  streets ; 
C  street,  from  Broadway  to  Fourth  street ;  D 
street,  from  Broadway  to  Gold  streets. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order— That  a  license  be  granted, 
on  the  usual  conditions,  to  D.  A.  Reardon,  owner 
of  estate  numbered  6  and  8  Bower  street,  to  con- 
struct and  maintain  a  coai  hole  and  flag  stone 
in  front  of  each  of  the  above  numbers. 

Report  and  order — That  a  license  be  granted, 
on  the  usual  conditions,  to  Bridget  E.  Hastings, 
owner  of  estate  numbered  166  Tremont  street,  to 
construct  and  maintain  an  excavation  to  be 
covered  with  Hyatt  lights. 

Report  and  order— That  a  license  be  granted, 
on  the  usual  conditions,  to  the  Perkins  Institu- 
tion and  Massachusetts  School  for  the  Blind, 
Nos.  579  and  581  East  Fourth  street,  South  Bos- 
ton, to  construct  and  maintain  a  coal  hole  and 
flagstone  in  front  of  each  of  the  above  numbers, 
in  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  said  estate. 

Report  and  order— That  a  license  be  granted 
to  James  W.  Clark  owner  of  estate  No.  66  Com- 
monwealth avenue,  to  construct  and  maintain 
two  coal  holes  in  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  his 
estate. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order— That  the  superintendent  of 
streets  be  authorized  to  pave  Emerson  street, 
from  K  to  L  streets,  expense  of  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  paving. 

Report  and  order — That  the  superintendent  of 
streets  be  authorized  to  pave  North  Margin 
street  with  granite  blocks,  from  Salem  street  to 
junction  of  Endicott  street,  expense  of  same  to 
be  charged  to  appropriation  for  paving. 

Report  and  order — That  the  superintendent  of 
streets  be  directed  to  furnish  ami  set  edgestones 
on  Texas  street,  between  Elmwood  and  Tremont 
streets,  one  half  the  cost  of  same  to  be  assessed 
on  the  owners  of  abutting  estates. 

Report  and  order— That  the  superintendent  of 
streets  be  authorized  to  put  Simmons  street, 
Roxhury,  in  proper  condition  for  travel,  expense 
of  same  to  be  charged  to  appropriation  for  pav- 
ing. 

Reports  severally  accepted,  orders  passed  un- 
der a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order— That  the  superintendent  of 
streets  be  authorized  to  grade  and  put  in  con- 
dition for  travel  Waumbeck  street  from  Wabe- 
no  street  to  Humboldt  avenue,  expense  of  same 
to  be  charged  to  appropriation  for  paving. 

Report  and.  order — That  the  Old  Colony  Rail- 
road Company  be  authorized  to  make  theneces- 
sary  excavations  as  may  be  needed  to  put  in 
crossing  gates  at  Centre-street  crossing  on  the 
Shawmut  branch,  Dorchester  District,  upon  the 
condition  that  said  company  first  give  to  the 
city  of  Boston  an  agreement  in  writing  that 
said  company  shall  be  bound  and  obliged  to  in- 
demnify and  save  harmless  the  said  city 
against  any  and  all  claims  for  damages,  costs 
and  expenses  or  compensation  for,  on  account  of, 
or  in  any  way  growing  out  of  the  construction, 
maintenance  or  use  of  the  said  excavations,  etc. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

ELECTRIC  WIRES. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  followin  from 
the  Committee  on  Electric  Wires : 

Report  and  order— That  the  Boston  Electric 
Light  Company  be  authorized  to  acquire  all  tin! 
pole  rights  of  the  Brush  Electric  Lighting- Com- 
pany, Merchants'  Electric  Light  and  Power 
Company,  and  the  New  England  Weston  Elec- 
tric Light  Company,  granted  to  them  respect- 
ively by  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Report  accepted,  order  specially  assigned  to 
next  meeting  on  motion  of  Aid.  Lee. 

Report  and  order— That  the  Brush  Elec- 
tric Lighting  Company  of  Boston,  the 
Merchants'  Electric  Light  and  Power  Com- 
pany and  the  New  England  Weston  Elec- 
tric Light  Company  be  hereby  authorized  to 
transfer  to  the  Boston  Electric  Light  ( lompany 
all  the  pole  rights  that  have  heretofore  been 
granted  to  the  said  companies  respectively  by 
the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Report  accepted,  orders  specially  assigned  to 
next  meeting  on  motion  of  Aid.  McLaughlin. 

Report  and  order— That  permission  be  granted 
to  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  to  erect  23 
poles  for  the  support  of  wires  in  the  following- 
named  streets  in  South  Boston  and  Roxhury,  at 
points  deaignated  by  red  dots  on  a  plan  made 
by  Thomas  W.  Davis,  dated  May  25,  1887,  and 
deposited  in  the  office  of  the  superintendent  of 
streets,  viz. : 

Walnut  avenue,  four  poles. 

Seaver  street,  eight  poles. 

Dennis  street,  one  pole. 

O  street,  six  poles. 

G  street,  four  poles. 

[Appended  were  the  usual  printed  conditions.] 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  the  New  England 
Telegraph  &  Telephone  Company  to  erect  poles 
on  Brighton  avenue,  Cambridge  and  Washing- 
ton streets,  Ward  25— That  the  petitioners  have 
leave  to  withdraw. 

Accepted. 

UNDERGROUND  WIRES. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  "Under- 
ground Wires,  to  whom  was  referred  by  the 
Common  Council  the  order  of  inquiry  as  to  the 
feasibility  of  placing  all  electric  wires  under- 
ground, and  for  an  investigation  of  the  vari- 
ous conduit  systems  now  in  use,  having  con- 
sidered the  subject,  respectfully  submit  the 
following  report:  The  committee  are  well 
aware  of  the  inconvenience  and  danger  to 
which  our  citizens  are  subjected  on  ac- 
count of  the  numerous '  poles  that  have 
been  erected  in  the  streets  for  the  support 
of  electric  wires.  It  is  a  growing  evil,  increas- 
ing with  the  increase  of  every  branch  of  electric 
wire  business,  until  at  present  it  has  assumed 
proportions  that  necessitate  a  serious  inquiry  as 
to  the  proper  method  by  which  relief  may  beob- 
tained ;  and  from  the  numerous  complaints  that 
are  made  concerning  the  poles  ami  wires.it  would 
seem  that  the  remedy  should  not  be  longer  de- 
layed. The  only  effective  method  of  relief  that 
suggests  itself  at  present  is  the  placing  of  wires 
underground,  and  this  plan,  it  is  claimed,  has 
not  yet  been  sufficiently  perfected  to  admit  of 
its  adoption  in  some  branches  of  the  business 
with  any  degree  of  success.  This  may  he  true, 
but  it  is  also  true  that  underground  systems  of 
electric  wires  are  in  operation  in  other  cities  of 
the  country,  and  are  reported  to  be  working  sat- 
isfactorily. Whether  or  not  the  various  com- 
panies doing  business  in  Boston  are  making  suf- 
ficient efforts  to  perfect  an  underground  system 
here,  the  committee  cannot  state,  but  they  are 
of  the  opinion  that  the  City  Council  should  make 
a  decisive  move  in 'the  matter  by  ascertaining, 
if  possible,  the  most  satisfactory  method  now 
in  use,  and  requiring  the  several  companies  to 
adopt  it  as  soon  as  may  be  without  actual  inter- 
ference with  their  business. 

The  recent  fatal  accident  to  a  boy  in  this  city, 
occasioned  by  bis  grasping  an  electric  light  wire 
upon  a.  building,  has  been  brought  to  the  com- 
mittee's attention.  It  appears  that  the  wire  in 
question  was  uninsulated,  and  the  committee 
do  not  consider  that  such  wires  should  be  al- 
lowed upon  any  buildings  or  structures  in  the 
city,  in  view  of  the  risk  and  danger  to  which  the 
people,  and  particularly  the  members  of  the 
Fire  Department,  are  thereby  subjected. 

To  enable  the  committee  to  obtain  such  in- 
formation upon  the  subject  of  underground 
systems  as  may  be  available,  they  respectfully 
recommend  ihe  passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Underground  Wires  be  authorized  to  visit 
the  cities  of  New  York,  Brooklyn,  Philadelphia 
and  Washington  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting 
the  underground  wire  systems  in  operation  in 
those  cities,  the  expense  thus  incurred  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  incidentals. 

The  report  was  accented,  joint  rule  No.  14  was 
suspended,  and  the  order  was  read  a  second 
time  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules  of  the 
Board,  anil  put  upon  its  passage. 

Aid.  Allen— I  would  like  to  inquire  of  the 
committee  what  necessity  there  exists  for  mak- 
ing this  examination. 

Aid.  Maguire— On  thi  \  committee  are  two 
gentlemen  who  are  newspaper  reporters  who 
have  been  selected  by  their  different  organs  to 
write  up  the  underground  system.    One  gentle- 
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man  speaks  very  highly  of  the  system  in  New 
York,  which  is  also  used  in  Philadelphia,  and 
he  said  there  was  also  another  system  about  to 
be  put  in  use  in  Washington.  I  have  an  article 
here  wr.tten  by  one  of  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  if  the  alderman  would  like  to  hear 
it  read — 

Aid.  Allen— I  should  like  to  hear  it. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  will  hand  it  to  the  clerk  and 
let  him  read  it. 

Aid.  Allen— I  waive  the  reading. 

Aid.  Maguire — The  committee  were  unani- 
mous in  their  desire  to  have  this  order  put  in. 
We  all  understand  that  this  matter  must  be 
taken  care  of  sooner,  or  later.  The  alderman 
also  knows  that  a  commission  has  also  been  ap- 
pointed in  New  York  to  consider  this  subject, 
and  the  committee  want  to  go  off  and  get  what 
information  they  can  and  report  what  is  the 
best  system. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  am  satisfied  that  the  elec- 
tric light  wires,  especially  the  Arc  light  wires, 
in  Boston  want  some  attention  paid  to  them. 
In  my  opinion  they  are  not  put  up  as  substan- 
tially as  they  should  he,  and  we  are  liable  to 
have  very  serious  accidents  from  them  at  any 
time.  On  my  trip  to  Europe  this  summer  I 
shall  make  it  my  business,  in  places  where 
the  wires  aTe  underground,  to  ascertain  how 
well  they  are  working  and  give  the  committee 
the  information  when  I  come  back.  But  I  do 
not  want  to  dtaw  on  the  contingent  fund  for  my 
expenses.  Honestly  I  think  it  is  time  that  some- 
thing shall  be  done  to  make  these  wires  safe 
from  accident.  I  hope  the  committee  will  do 
their  duty  and  get  a  good  deal  of  information. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— if  the  Committee  on  Un- 
derground Wires  think  they  can  obtain  informa- 
tion by  visiting  these  cities  I  shall  vote  for  the 
order  with  pleasure,  for  I  think  the  placing  of 
all  electric  wires  underground,  especially  the 
electric  light  wires,  is  one  of  the  most  important 
things  that  the  City  Council  will  have  to  attend 
to. 

Aid.  Lee  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  and  the 
order  was  passed,  yeas  10,  nays  2,  Aid.  Lee  and 
N.  G.  Smith  voting  nay.  Aid.  Maguire  moved 
to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  down. 

Later  in  the  session  Aid.  McLaughlin,  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rule,  offered  an  order— That 
the  Committee  on  Underground  wires  be  re- 
quested in  their  inspection  trip  to  ascertain 
where  wires  are  above  ground  what  percentage 
of  them  are  not  used. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— My  reason  for  offering 
that  order  at  this  time  is  that  1  understand  that 
75  per  cent  of  the  telephone  and  other  overhead 
wires  are  not  used  where  the  companies  have 
placed  wires  underground.  I  am  told  that  they 
leave  them  up  because  it  is  cheaper  than  to  take 
them  down.  I  understand  that  it  is  the  same  in 
other  cities.  I  would  like  to  know  the  percent- 
age in  other  cities.  I  think  the  order  ought  to 
pass  and  go  to  that  committee. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  passed. 
Sent  down. 

police  matrons. 

The  chairman  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  communication  from  the  Board  of 
Police,  transmitted  by  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  in 
relation  to  matrons  for  police  stations  and  tne 
establishment  of  a  house  of  detention  for 
women,  respectfully  report  in  part  at  this  time, 
that,  until  a  building  has  been  obtained  that 
can  be  used  for  the  purpose  mentioned,  it  is  im- 
possible to  determine  what  appropriation  will 
be  necessary ;  that  the  primary  school  on  Char- 
don  street  is  not  regularly  used  for  school  pur- 
poses, and  if  the  School  Committee  will  sur- 
render it  to  the  City  Council,  it  will  furnish  the 
required  accommodations  for  a  house  of  deten- 
tion. The  committee  accordingly  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  following  order : 

OrderedT,  That  the  School  Committee  be  re- 
quested to  surrender  to  the  City  Council  the 
Chardon-street  primary  schoolhouse. 

Report  accepted,  and  the  order  specially 
assigned  to  the  next  meeting,  on  motion  of  Aid. 
McLaughlin. 

Later  in  the  session  the  special  assignment 
was  reconsidered,  on  motion  of  Aid.  McLaugh- 
lin, and  the  order  was  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

Aid.  Lee  in  the  chair. 

POLES  IN   EMERSON  STREET. 

Aid.  Bromwich  offered   an  order— That  the 


Committee  on  Electric  Wires  be  requested  to 
take  the  necessary  steps  to  have  the  poles  locat- 
ed in  Emerson  street,  between  Broadway  and  K 
street,  removed.    Passed. 

BOSTON  HEATING  COMPANY. 

A  petition  was  received  from  the  Boston  Heat- 
ing Company  per  T.  J.  Young,  engineer,  for  per- 
mission to  lay  pipes  in  State  street,  from  Devon- 
shire to  Washington ;  in  Washington  street  from 
State  to  Milk,  and  in  Milk  street  from  Washing- 
ton to  Devonshire  street  in  lieu  of  Devonshire 
street  and  State  street,  as  snown  on  a  plan  de- 
posited with  the  superintendent  of  streets. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Later  in  the  session  Aid.  Maguire  submitted  a 
report  on  the  above  petition  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Paving,  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  a  license  be  granted  the  Boston 
Heating  Company  to  lay  pipes  in  State  street 
from  Devonshire  street  to  Washington  street, 
in  Washington  street  from  State  street  to  Milk 
street,  and  in  Milk  street  from  Washington 
street  to  Devonshire  street  in  lieu  of  Devonshire 
street  between  Milk  street  and  State  street  and 
under  the  same  conditions  as  expressed  in  li- 
cense granted  by  Board  of  Aldermen,  dated 
April  4,  1887,  as  shown  upon  a  plan  deposited 
with  the  superintendent  of  streets. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order,  under 
a  suspension  of  the  rule,  put  upon  its  passage. 

Aid.  Maguire— The  explanation  of  that  order 
is  this :  They  had  a  grant  to  go  through  Devon- 
shire street,  which  has  been  lately  paved,  and 
the  superintendent  does  not  want  to  give  them 
a  permit  to  go  through  there.  We  have  already 
passed  an  order  to  pave  Washington  street  be- 
tween Milk  and  State  streets,  and  it  is  proposed 
to  lay  the  pipes  there  when  the  street  is  to  be 
paved.  It  is  only  adding  this  same  section  to 
that  already  granted  to  the  company,  and  it  is 
done  to  save  taking  up  the  recently  laid 
pavement  in  Devonshire  street. 

The  order  was  passed.  Aid.  Maguire  moved 
to  reconsider ;  lost. 

BROADWAY  BRIDGE. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an  order— That  the 
superintendent  of  bridges  is  hereby  authorized 
to  close  Broadway  bridge  over  Fort  Point  chan- 
nel to  public  travel  on  Tuesday,  June  28,  18S7,  or 
during  the  making  of  necessary  repairs. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

GRADING  OF  PRESCOTT  STREET. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an  order— That  the  su- 
perintendent of  streets  be  and  he  hereby  islau- 
thorized  to  grade  Prescott  street,  between  Chel- 
sea and  Bremen  street,  East  Boston. 

LAND  DAMAGES. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an  order  to  pay,  on  the 
usual  conditions,  to  Robert  Barrie  and  Peter 
Kerr,  S250,  for  land  taken  and  all  damages  occa- 
sion by  the  extension  of  Bennington  street,  East 
Boston,  as  a  public  street  from  Wordsworth 
street  to  Saratoga  street,  and  by  grading  said 
Bennington  street  to  the  grade  established 
therefor,  by  a  resolve  and  order  passed  Nov.  8, 
1886. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

police  signal  system. 

Aid.  Allen  offered  an  order— That  the  c'ty 
auditor  be  authorized  to  allow  for  payment,  and 
the  city  treasurer  to  pay,  the  requisitions  of  the 
Board  of  Police  drawn  on  account  of  the  intro- 
duction and  maintenance  of  an  electrical  signal 
and  telephonic  system,  in  accordance  with 
Chapter  325  of  the  Acts  of  18S7. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Sent 
down. 

THE  OFFICIAL  REPORT. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Printing  be 
instructed  to  continue  the  present  contracts  for 
reporting  and  printing  the  proceedings  of  the 
City  Council  until  otherwise  ordered. 

Ordered.  That  the  Committee  on  Printing  be 
authorized  to  advertise  ifor  proposals  for  pub- 
lishing the  proceedings  of  the  City  Council  for 
the  ensuing  year,  after  the  expiration  of  the 
present  contract. 

Aid.  Donovan— I  desire  at  this  time  t©  say  a 
word  on  this  subject,  and  I  was  going  to  do  it  in 
another  form  upon  '  a  question  of  privilege. 
When  the  matter  of  the  publication  of  the  pro- 
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ceedings  of  the  City  Council  was  under  consid- 
eration. Doc.  89,  I  voted  for  the  order  which  is 
contained  in  that  document.  It  was  not  my  in- 
tention to  do  so.  I  supposed  that  at  that  time  I 
was  voting  for  the  continuation  of  the  publication 
of  the  proceedings  by  some  newspaper  in  some 
newspaper.  But  after  carefully  reading  the  doc- 
ument I  found,  to  my  great  surprise,  that  I  was 
voting  directly  opposite  from  the  way  I  wanted 
to  vote.  I  therefore  desire  at  this  time  to  say, 
more  under  the  head  of  a  question  of  privilege 
than  in  direct  discussion  upon  this  order,  that  I 
hope  that  my  vote  in  regard  to  the  publication 
of  the  proceedings,  at  an  earlier  stage  in  this 
session,  will  not  be  construed  in  the  sense  that 
it  would  he  construed  without  this  explanation. 
It  was  not  my  intention  to  vote  at  any  time  for 
the  order  contained  in  that  Document  89.  I  am 
not  favorable  to  the  mode  of  procedure  therein 
proposed.  I  believe  that  if  we  are  going  to  have 
any  report  of  our  proceedings  published  at  all, 
they  ought  to  be  published  where  the  entire 
public  can  get  at  them,  and  not  be  placed  in  a 
position  where  only  one  or  two  or  three  mem- 
bers of  the  government  could  come  in,  and  by  a 
little  manipulation,  suppress  the  entire  publica- 
tion or  suppress  the  entire  issue.  I  make  this 
explanation  in  justice  to  myself  and  in  order  to 
rectify  a  mistake  which  I  made.  I  shall  cer- 
tainly vote  for  the  order  which  the  alderman 
has  presented. 

The  orders  were  passed  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule. 

LICENSES. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  submitted  reports  from 
the  Committee  on  Licenses,  recommending  that 
minors'  licenses  he  granted  to  sundry  newsboys, 
bootblacks  and  peddlers. 

Reports  accepted,  licenses  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

CEDAR  GROVE   CEMETERY. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  offered  an  order— That 
His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  authorized  to  transfer 
and  convey  to  the  proprietors  of  Cedar  Grove 
Cemetery  all  the  right,  title  and  interest  which 
the  city  has  in  the  lands  purchased  or  set  apart 
for  said  cemetery  and  in  and  to  all  other  estate, 
property,  rights  and  things  purchased  or 
otherwise  obtained,  acquired  and  accrued  to  said 
cemetery  which  the  city  has  or  is  entitled  to 
have,  and  to  draw  his  warrant  to  pay  said  pro- 
prietors any  balance  that  may  be  remaining  in 
the  city  treasury  at  the  time  of  said  tranfer; 
and  the  city  treasurer  be  authorized  to  transfer 
all  trust  funds  in  his  hands  to  said  proprietors 
as  required  by  Chap.  237,  Acts  of  1887. 

Aid.  Donovan— I  move  that  that  order  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  The  reason 
that  I  do  that  is,  as  I  understand  it,  thatpossibly 
the  city  of  Boston  has  become  committed  to  the 
care  of  some  lots  there,  under  what  is  termed 
perpetual  care,  and  if  that  is  so  that  committee 
can  report  a  proper  order  wherein  the  transfer 
to  that  grade  shall  be  committed  to  the  new 
corporation.  I  hope  the  motion  to  refer  will 
prevail. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  have  no  objection  to  that 
reference ;  1  was  about  to  move  it  myself.  But 
in  Chapter  237  of  the  Acts  and  Resolves  of  1887 
it  gives  the  authority  of  the  city  of  Boston. 
Reading  the  chapter  referred  to  in  regard  to 
transferring  of  funds,  the  first  section  of  this 
chapter  provides  for  the  incorporation  of  certain 
parties  to  take  possession  of  this  cemetery  and 
under  the  law  we  are  commanded  to  transfer 
to  them. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

JAMES  LAMB'S   SEWER  ASSESSMENT. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  offered  an  order— That 
the  sewer  assessment  levied  against  tin'  es- 
tate of  James  Lamb  for  a  sewer  in  Ferrin 
street,  Charlestown,  amounting  to  $22.Gf,  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  abated  on  account  of  inabil- 
ity to  pay. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

CHEMICAL   ENGINE  FOR  CHARLESTOWN. 

Aid.  Donovan  offered  an  order— That  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  be  instructed  to 
place,  and  put  in  service  a  chemical  engine  m 
oneofthe  department  houses  in  the  Charles- 
town  District. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Allen,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Fire  Department. 


FANEUIL    HALL. 

Aid.  Donovan  offered  an  order— That  a  special 
committee,  consisting  of  three  members  of  this 
Board,  be  appointed  to  investigate  and  report 
why  Faneuil  Hall  was  not  opened  to  E.  M. 
Chamberlain  and  others  on  Monday  evening, 
June  20, 18S7,  a  permit  for  the  same  having  been 
granted  by  this  Board  ;  also  to  investigate  and 
report  whether  any  of  the  standing  regulations 
of  this  Board,  particularly  Section  No.  2,  rela- 
tive to  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall,  have  been  vio- 
lated, and  by  whom. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  was 
put  upon  its  passage. 

Aid.  Donovan— As  all  the  members  of  this 
Board  are  probably  aware, a  permit  was  granted 
on  last  Monday  to  E.  M.  Chamberlin;  and 
others  to  occupy  Faneuil  Hall  on  that  evening. 
That  order  was  transmitted  by  a  special  messen- 
ger to  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  who  approved  it, 
and  it  was  returned  to  the  city  clerk  while  this 
Board  was  in  session,  and  the  city  clerk  issued 
the  permit  for  the  same.  For  some  reason,  un- 
explained at  present,  that  hall  was  not  opened 
by  the  janitor.  An  attempt  has  been  made  by 
certain  persons,  who  were  applicants  for  the 
hall,  to  throw  the  blame  and  responsibility  for 
that  hall  not  being  opened,  first,  on  a  member 
of  this  Board,  and,  second,  on  His  Honor  the 
Mayor.  I  desire  at  this  time  to  state  publicly 
that,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  no  part  of  the 
responsibility  for  that  hall  not  being  open  rests 
with  me.  I  desire  also  to  state  that  no  part  of 
the  responsibility  for  that  hall  not  being  opened 
rests  with  His  Honor  the  Mayor.  I  desire  also  to 
state  that  no  part  of  the  responsibility  for  that 
hall  not  being  opened  rests  with  any  member 
of  this  Board.  I  desire  that  the  public  shall 
know  why  that  hall  was  not  opened  and  the 
reasons  therefor.  I  am  satisfied  in  my  own 
mind  why  it  was  not  opened.  I  am  a  little  sur- 
prised at  the  reasons  given  why  it  should  not 
have  been  opened,  on  the  mere  technicality 
raised  by  the  janitor  who  says  it  was  because 
the  words  "approved  by  the  mayor"  were  not 
placed  upon  the  permit  issued  by  the  city  clerk. 
Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  know  of  no  law,  ordin- 
ance, or  regulation  governing  Faneuil  Hall 
which  requires  that;  but  I  do  know  of  a 
regulation  governing  Faneuil  Hall  which 
reads  like  this:  "That  no  decoration  shall  be 
placed  in  that  hall  except  by  a  special  permit 
from  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  if  a  permit  is 
granted  for  that  purpose  no  nails  or  screws  shall 
be  driven  into  that  building."  The  janitor  re- 
fused to  open  the  hall  and  took  that  responsi- 
bility upon  himself,  as  he  says,  because  the 
city  clerk  had  not,  in  the  hurry,  attached  the 
words  "approved  by  the  mayor"  to  the  permit. 
In  my  opinion,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  was  not  the 
reason  why  the  hall  was  not  opened.  In  my 
opinion  there  was  another  and  a  deeper  reason, 
one  which  I  hope  the  committee,  when  it  is  ap- 
pointed, will  show  to  the  public.  But,  sir,  while 
the  janitor  used  that  technicality  as  an  excuse 
lor  not  opening  the  hall  that  night  he  can  give 
no  reason;  other  than  that  it  has  been  the  cus- 
tom for  allowing  persons  to  go  in  there  and  dec 
orate  that  hall  and  place  those  decorations  in 
that  hall  to  satisfy  themselves.  In  other  words, 
the  janitor  exercised  no  control  in  the  putting 
up  of  those  decorations.  He  had  no  permit  for 
the  use  of  decorations  in  that  hall.  No  such 
permit  was  granted  to  my  knowledge  by  this 
Board  for  any  person  to  decorate  the  hall.  In 
still  further  violation  of  the  regulations  the 
janitor  allowed  them  to  drive  nails,  or,  as  he 
says,  they  are  not  nails,  but  tacks,  into  that 
building  to  support  those  decorations,  and  he 
also  allowed  eyelet-screws  to  be  put  into  that 
building.  He  says  it  was  not  a  screw,  but  an 
eyelet-screw.  Now  I  hope  when  the  committee 
is  appointed  it  will  go  to  the  very  root  of  this 
matter  and  let  the  responsibility  for  that  hall 
not  being  opened  be  placed  where  it  belongs. 
There  is  no  power  in  this  Board,  cither  indi- 
vidually or  collectively,  over  the  use  of  that 
hall  after  the  permit  is  granted.  Our  duties 
are  ended  when  we  pass  the  order  granting  the 

permit  for  the  use  of  the  hall.  When  His  Hon- 
or the  Mayor  approved  that  order  by  placing 
these,  words  upon  it :  "June  20th,  1887,  appro\  ed, 
Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor,"  his  duty  was  complet- 
ed and  it  was  then  the  duty  of  that  janitor  to 
open  that  ballon  having  in  his  hand  at  that 
time  a  copy  of  the  order,  attested  by  the  city 
clerk,  stating  to  the  janitor  that  a  permit  to 
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use  the  hall  had  been  granted  to  Messrs.  E.  M. 
Chamberlin  and  others.  I  hope  the  committee 
will  make  a  most  searching  investigation  and 
place  the  responsibility  just  where  it  belongs. 

The  order  was  passed.  Aldermen  Carroll, 
C,  W.  Smith  and  Maguire  were  appointed  on 
said  committee.  Aid.  Donovan  moved  to  re- 
consider; lost. 

HOUSES  OF  DETENTION. 

Aid.  Donovan  offered  an  order — That  a  special 
committee  of  three  members  of  this  Board  be 
appointed  to  inspect  the  several  prisons  and 
houses  of  detention  in  the  county  of  Suffolk, 
and  make  the  examinations  and  reports  re- 
quired by  law. 

Passed,  and  Aid.  Donovan,  Allen  andlSulliyan 
were  appointed  said  committee. 

Later  in  the  session  Aid.  Donovan  stated  that 
he  would  have  to  be  absent  during  the  exam- 
ination and  he  asked  to  be  excused  from  serving 
on  the  committee. 


The  question  was  put  and  the  request  was  de- 
clared not  granted.  Aid.  Donovan  doubted  the 
vote,  the  Board  was  divided  and  Aid.  Donovan 
was  excused. 

Aid.  Donovan — I  now  move  that  the  chairman 
pro  tern  be  placed  upon  that  committee. 

Aid.  Lee— I  shall  be  out  of  town  that  day  and 
it  will  be  out  of  the  question  for  me  to  serve. 

Aid.  Allen,  as  senior  member,  put  the  ques- 
tion upon  making  Aid.  Lee  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  it  was  carried.  Aid.  Carroll  moved 
to  reconsider ;  lost. 

Aid.  Allen  moved  to  reconsider  the  various 
votes  on  the  reports  of  the  Committee  on  Health 
(Aid.)  submitted  at  this  session;  lost. 

Aid.  Sullivan  moved  to  reconsider  the  votes 
on  the  various  reports  from  the  Committee  on 
Sewers  at  this  session :  lost. 

Adjourned  at  7.59  P.M.,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Mc- 
Laughlin. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council. 


Thursday,  June  30, 1887. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  Common  Council,  at 
7.30  P.M.,  President  Barry  in  the    chair,  and 
a  quorum  of  members  present. 

SETTLEMENT  OF  BOSTON. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order— That  the 
rlags  be  displayed  on  the  public  buildings  and 
grounds  on  the  17th  of  September  next,  the  an- 
niversary of  the  settlement  of  Boston;  the  ex- 
pense to  "be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  in- 
cidentals. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  Joint  Rule  14. 
Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider :  lost.  Sent 
up. 

IMPROVED    sewerage. 

Mr.  Foss  offered  an  order— That  the  appropri- 
ation of  $20,000  for  improved  sewerage,  dwelling- 
houses,  to  be  transferred  to  the  appropriation 
for  improved  sewerage. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Foss,  to  Committee 
on  Finance. 

EAST   BOSTON    FERRIES. 

Mr.  Fisher  offered  an  order— That  the  super- 
intendent of  East  Boston  ferries,  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  board  of  directors  of  said  ferries, 
be  requested  to  place  two  or  more  horses  on 
each  side  of  the  South  ferry  at  low  tide  and  in 
slippery  weather,  so  aid  teamsters  in  getting 
their  teams  off  the  boats. 

Mr. Wilson— I  move  to  refer  to  the  Committee 
on  East  Boston  Ferries. 

Mr.  Fisher— I  do  not  consider  there  is  any  ne- 
cessity for  any  such  action  as  that,  because  that 
order  has  been  once  passed,  and  I  have  been  re- 
quested to  put  the  order  in  and  have  it  passed, 
so  that  the  new  superintendent  can  have  the 
reins  in  his  own  hands  and  do  as  the  order  speci- 
fies. There  is  no  necessity  for  its  going  to  the 
Committee  on  East  Boston  Ferries,  Decause  this 
matter  does  not  come  under  their  jurisdiction  at 
all. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  move  that  it  be  assigned  to  8 
o'clock. 

The  order  was  assigned  to  8  P.M. 

Later  in  the  session  the  order  was  called  up 
by  Mr.  Fisher. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading, 
read  a  second  time  and  passed.  Mr.  Fisher 
moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

LABOR  DAT. 

Mr.  Fowler  offered  an  order— That  the  flags 
be  displayed  on  the  public  buildings  and 
grounds  on  "Labor  Day,"  the  expense  attend- 
ing the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  incidentals. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  Joint  Rule  14. 
Mr.  Fowler  moved  to  reconsider;   lost.     Sent 
up. 
CENTENNIAL  anniversary  of   the  adoption 

OF  THE  CONSTITUTION.  • 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  Mi-.  Whall 
offered  an  order— That  the  President  and  eight 
other  members  of  this  Council,  with  such  as 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  join  be  appointed  a 
committee  to  represent  the  city  of  Boston  at  the 
celebration  of  the  centennial  anniversary  of  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia  in  the  month 
of  September  of  the  present  year,  the  expense 
attending  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  contin- 
gent fund  of  Joint  Committee. 

Read  twice  and  passed.  Mr.  Whall  moved  to 
reconsider;  lost. 

Subsequently  the  president  appointed  Messrs. 
Whall,  Atwood,  Mahoney,  Foss,  Fisher,  Teevens, 
Carstensen,  and  Dolan  on  said  committee. 

Sent  up. 

Later  in  the  session  Mr.  Sundberg  moved  to 
suspend  the  rule  so  as  to  allow  him  to  offer  an 
order— That  the  members  of  this  Council  attend 
the  celebration  of  the  centennial  anniversary  of 
the  adoption  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia  in  the  month 


of  September  of  the  present  year ;  the  expense 
attending  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  con- 
tingent fund  of  the  Common  Council. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  was  declared 
lost.  Mr.  Sundberg  doubted  the  vote  and  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  declared  not 
ordered.    Mr.  Sundberg  doubted  the  vote. 

Mr.  AVhall— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  it 
is  not  according  to  parliamentary  law  to  doubt 
the  vote  when  the  vote  is  taken  upon  solving  a 
doubt.    You  cannot  pile  doubts  upon  doubts. 

Mr.  Sundberg— This  is  upon  the  yea  and  nay 
vote. 

The  President— The  Chair  thinks  the  point 
of  order  raised  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7 
right  and  proper ;  but  to  be  fair  with  the  gentle- 
man I  propose  that  he  shall  have  a  rising  vote. 

The  Council  was  divided  on  ordering  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered. 

The  roll  was  called  on  suspending  the  rule, 
with  the  following  result: 

Yeas— Carroll,  Coleman,  Foss,  P.  J.  Gallagher, 
Gomez,  Hayes,  Kennedy,  Lauten,  McEnaney, 
J.  J.  Murphy,  Nunan,  O'Mealey,  E.  J.  Powers, 
J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Tee- 
vens, Tracy— IS. 

Nays— Atwood,  Barry,  Blume,  Chamberlain, 
Cochran,  Dewey,  Duggan,  Fisher,  Fowler,  Frost, 
Lattimore,  Mahoney,  F.  Morison,  Norton,  Per- 
kins, Richards,  Sanger,  E.  Sullivan,  Thayer, 
Whall,  Whitmore— 21. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Bowman,  Burr,  Carsten- 
sen, Clark,  Connolly,  Coylej  Davern,  Desmond, 
Dolan,  Dunn,  Fottler,  J.  Gallagher,  Haggerty, 
Harrington,  Keliher,  Kelley,  Ladd,  Leary. 
Light,  McKenna,  McNary,  F.  R.  Morrison,  J. 
Murphy,  AV.  H.  Murphy,  Perry,  C.  C.  Powers, 
Reilly,  Shaw,  Short,  Snow,  Tuttle,  Webster, 
Wilson— 33. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Murphy— Mr.  President. 

The  President— Eighteen  members. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Murphy— Mr.  President. 

The  President— Have  voted  in  the  affirma- 
tive— 

Mr.  W.  H.  Murphy— Mr.  President. 

The  President — And  21  in  the  negative,  and 
it  is  not  a  vote,  and  the  rule  is  not  suspended. 
Mr.  Murphy  of  Ward  3. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Murphy— Mr.  President,  I  should 
like  to  be  recognized,  and  would  like  to  be  put 
on  record. 

The  President— The  gentleman  will  bear  in 
mind  that  the  Chair  will  recognize  him  when 
the  Chair  sees  him. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  Mr.  Sanger 
offered  an  order — That  the  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  Common  Council,  appointed  by  the 
vote  of  this  evening,  to  attend  the  centennial 
anniversary  of  the  adoption  of  the  constitution, 
be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding 
§600,  to  be  charged  to  the  contingent  fund  of 
joint  committees. 

Passed,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Mr. 
Sanger  moved  to  reconsider;  lost.    Sent  up. 

ROCKINGHAM  PLACE. 

Mr.  Duggan  offered  an  order— That  the  Street 
Commissioners  be  requested  to  lay  out  as  a  pub- 
lic street  Rockingham  place,  from  Cabot  street 
to  Roxbury  street. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Duggan.  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Laying  Out  and  Widening 
Streets. 

JOHN  A.  hawes  post,  g.  a.  r. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the 
mayor  transmitting  Jor  the  information  of  the 
City  Council  the  following : 

Headquarters  ) 

John  A.  Hawes  Post  No.  159,  G.  A.  R.,  > 
East  Boston,  June  13,  1887.  ) 

Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor  of  Boston. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  Post  159,  G.  A.  R., 
June  10,  1887,  a  resolution  of  thanks  to  the  city 
government  was  unanimously  adopted  for  their 
patriotic  generosity  in  granting  the  sum  of  $350 
to  enable  the  post  to  strew  again  with  flowers, 
and  to  place  once  more  the  flag  of  our  nation 
over  the  graves  of  their  comrades.  Will  you  have 
the  kindness,  as  the  executive  of  the  city  gov- 
ernment, to  convey  to  the  honorable  Board  of 
Aldermen  and  Common  Council  the  sentiments 
as  expressed  by  the  resolution.  I  have  the 
honor  to  remain. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

William  F.  Hayes,  Commander. 
L.  H.  Dutton,  Adjutant. 
Sent  up,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whall. 


678 


COMMON     COUNCIL 


CONDITION  OF  THE  FIREBOAT. 

The  following-  was  received : 

Boaed  of  Fire  Commissioners,        I 
_,     ,     __  ■  Boston,  June  30,  1887. ) 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston. 

Gentlemen,— The  Board  of  Fire  Commission 
ers  desires  to  call  your  attention  to  the  condi- 
tion of  the  tireboat  William  M.  Flanders,  known 
in  the  department  as  Engine  31,  and  to  the  city's 
urgent  need  of  a  new  boat  in  the  very  near  fu- 
ture. The  Flanders  was  one  of  the  first  boats,  if 
not  the  first  boat,  in  the  country  built  and  util- 
ized for  distinctly  fire  purposes.  She  was  put 
into  service  in  January,  1873,  though  she  did 
excellent  work  in  the  great  fire  of  November, 
1872,  and  paid  her  cost  several  times  over  in  the 
first  two  years  of  duty.  Her  hull  is  iron,  she 
carries  four  steam  pumps,  a  high-pressure  boil- 
er, an  engine  of  80-horse  power,  and,  according 
to  the  original  measurement  of  her  capacity,  is 
able  to  throw  2500  gallons  of  water  per  minute 
through  eight  powerful  streams.  She  responds 
to  about  70  first  alarms,  and  covers  over  20  miles 
of  water  front,  upon  which  is  built  some  of  the 
most  hazardous,  combustible  and  valuable 
property  in  the  city.  These  facts  and 
figures  must  demonstrate  the  extent  to  yon 
to  which  this  department  would  be  weak- 
ened should  it  be  deprived  of  her  val- 
uable services  without  an  equal  to  take 
her  place.  Over  a  year  ago  she  was  officially  in- 
spected and  her  probable  life  was  pronounced 
to  be  about  two  years.  Recently,  however,  she 
has  given  indications  that  this  was  a  liberal 
estimate,  and  it  is  feared  that  her  period  of  safe 
service  must  be  limited  to  months.  The  Board, 
therefore,  respectfully  petitions  your  honorable 
bodies  to  take  the  necessary  steps  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  new  tireboat  as  soon  as  possible. 
It  was  its  intention  to  defer  this  report  until 
after  another  official  inspection,  soon  to  be 
made,  but  the  hoat  shows  such  signs  of  weak- 
ness that  it  feels  that  delays  are  dangerous,  and 
it  begs  at  your  hands  serious  and  immediate 
consideration  of  this  very  important  matter. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
For  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners, 

_,  .        ,  Robert  G.  Fitch. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Fire  Department. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fowler  Nos.  1  and  2  were  ac- 
ted on  together,  viz.  : 

1.  Message  of  the  mayor  transmitting  a 
communication  from  the  superintendent  of 
Common,  etc.,  m  relation  to  the  stone  edging 
around  the  Frog  pond. 

2.  Notice  of  indefinite  postponement  of  order 
regarding  the  placing  of  one  or  more  horses  on 
each  side  of  South  ferry. 

Oeverally  placed  on  file. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Frost  Nos.  3  to  5,  inclusive, 
were  acted  on  together,  viz. : 

3.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  no  further 
action  necessary  on  petition  of  William  H.  Crone 
for  compensation  for  personal  iniuries,  etc.,  as 
the  claim  has  been  settled  by  the  Consolidated 
Railroad  Company. 

i.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Equitable  Land  Company 
for  refund  of  the  amount  of  betterments  paid 
by  them  on  account  of  the  laying  out  of  the 
Back-bay  Park. 

5.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  George  J.  Sullivan  for  com- 
pensation for  personal  injuries  received  from  an 
alleged  defect  on  Commercial  street. 

Reports  severally  accepted  in  concurrence. 
Loan  for  ZVeio  Cambridge  Bridge1. 

6.  Request  for  the  appointment  of  a  commit- 
tee of  conference  on  the  subject-matter  of  dif- 
ference between  the  two  branches  in  regard  to 
the  order  concerning  the  "New  Cambridge 
Bridge  Loan." 

The  President— What  is  the  pleasure  of  the 
Council '? 

Mr.  Whitmore— Do  I  understand  that  to  be 
one  of  the  numbers  on  the  calendar? 

The  Clerk— It  is  No.  6,  In  connection  with 
No.  G  perhaps  I  had  better  read  No.  7,  which  is 
as  follows : 

Notice  of  passage  of  an  order  rescinding  the  or- 
der of  June  20,  asking  for  a  committee  of  confer- 
ence on  the  order  for  a  loan  for  "New  Cambridge 
Bridge." 

The  Clerk— That  refers  to  order  No.  G. 


Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  that  No.  6  be  returned 
to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  in  accordance  with 
their  notice  contained  in  No.  7.  When  the  mat- 
ter came  up  at  the  last  meeting,  Mr.  President. 
I  was  prepared  to  make  a  statement  in  behalf  of 
the  Council,  calling  the  attention  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  to  the  informality  of  their  proceed- 
ings. It  seems  by  their  record  that  when  our 
order  went  down  there  amended,  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  on  a  motion  to  adhere,  was  equally 
divided.  That  motion  was  therefore  lost.  The 
motion  was  made  to  concur,  and  that  motion 
was  also  lost  by  a  tie  vote.  But  that  did  not  dis- 
pose of  the  original  order,  which  still  remained 
before  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  remained  in 
the  custody  of  their  clerk;  and  in  point  of  fact, 
Mr.  President,  at  their  next  meeting  thev  pro- 
ceeded to  act,  and  by  a  decisive  vote  decided  to 
adhere  to  former  action,  and  have  sent  us  up  a 
proper  notification.  Under  our  joint  rule,  Sir. 
President,  it  seems  that  in  case  of  a  disagree- 
ment between  the  branches,  if  either  branch 
asks  for  a  committee  of  conference  the  other 
must  grant  it.  But  it  was  also  very  certain, 
Mr.  President,  I  think,  that  the  failure  to  do 
anything  by  reason  of  a  tie  vote  was  not  a  dis- 
agreement. They,  having  found  out  their 
error,  have  sent  us  notice  that  they  have  re- 
scinded their  order  of  June  20,  and  it  seems  to 
me  proper  that  this  should  be  returned  to  them. 
I  move  that  No.  G  on  the  calendar  be  returned 
to  them. 

The  motion  to  return  No.  G  on  the  calendar  to 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  was  carried,  and  No  7 
was  placed  on  file. 

8.  Notice  of  adherence  to  former  action  re- 
garding the  order  for  a  loan  for  "New  Cambridge 
Bridge,"  and  appointment  of  a  committee  of 
conference  on  the  subject-matter  of  difference 
between  the  two  branches. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Under  the  joint  rules  it  seems 
that  we  have  no  option  in  the  matter.  When 
one  branch  appoints  a  committee  of  conference, 
we  have  to  appoint  a  like  committee,  and  there- 
fore the  only  motion  that 'I  can  see  is  necessary 
is  to  fix  the  number.  I  move  that  the  commit- 
tee of  conference  on  the  part  of  the  Council 
consist  of  three  members. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  president  ap- 
pointed Messrs.  AVhitmore,  Whall  and  Fowler. 

Supplementary  Appropriation  Bill. 

9.  Message  of  the  mayor,  returning  without 
Ins  approval  the  items  in  the  Supplementary 
Appropriation  bill,  viz:  High  schoolhouse,  Rox- 
bury,  $50,000,  and  grammar  schoolhouse,  South 
Boston,  $15,000. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  said  items, 
notwithstanding  the  objections  of  the  mayor. 

Mr.  Dewey— I  trust  that  this  order  may  be 
passed,  notwithstanding  the  objections  of  the 
mayor,  for  the  reason  that  in  both  of  these  cases 
land  has  been  bought,  and  a  sum  of  money  is  on 
hand  nearly  sufficient  to  put  up  the  buildings. 
In  the  case  of  the  Roxbury  high  schoolhouse 
site  the  appropriation  made  last  year  was  $90,000. 
About  $45,000  will  be  needed  for  the  site,  leaving 
about  $45,000  on  hand.  With  .550,000  more,  mak- 
ing a  total  of  $!i5,ooo,  a  suitable  building  can  be 
erected.  With  reference  to  this  item  the  mayor 
bases  his  objection  on  the  estimate  of  the  city 
architect  that  $100,000  will  be  required  for  the 
building.  Now  that  strikes  me  as  being  a  most 
trivial  objeetior..  Because  the  city  architect 
says  he  will  require  $100,000,  and  this  will  be  the 
means  of  raising  only  $95,000,  the  mayor  sees  fit 
to  veto  the  order.  If  any  architect  makes  an 
estimate  of  $100,000  for  a  building,  we  all  know 
that  he  can  put  up  a  similar  building,  which  is 
practically  as  good,  at  a  discount  of  5  per  cent. 
If  he  can  build  such  a  building  as  he  wants  for 
$100,000  he  can  build  a  schoolhouse,  which  will 
lie  sufficient  for  all  purposes,  for  $05,000.  Making 
the  changes  in  the  figures  to  meet  the  case  of 
the  South  Boston  schoolhouse,  the  situation  is 
nearly  parallel.  If  they  have  $15,000  more  for 
the   grammar  schoolhouse  in  South  Boston  that 

"ill     be    ci gh       Now ,    both    ol     these  school 

houses  are  sadly  needed.  Delay  in  the  passage 
Of  this  order  will  delay  the  beginning  of  the 
work,  because  the  contract  cannot  be  made  for 
any  part  of  the  work  until  the  money  is  pro- 
vided for  the  whole.  Therefore  I  hope  that  the 
vote  of  this  Council  will  be  unanimously  in  faver 

ol    passing    both    these    items,  II bje'etions  of 

the  mayor  to  the  Contrary  notwithstanding. 

Mr.  Connolly— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman one  question :  if  the  city  architect  made 
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the  statement  that  it  -would  cost  §100,000  to 
build  that  schoolhouse  in  Roxbury? 

Mr.  Dewey— Mr.  President,  my  recollection  is 
that  the  city  architect  informed  the  Committee 
on  Schools  and  Schoolhouses  several  months 
ago  that  the  cost  of  such  a  building  would  be 
from  $75,000  to  SS0.00O.  Afterwards  he  named 
§100,000  as  the  price,  and  in  the  veto  message  of 
the  mayor,  unless  my  recollection  is  at  fault, 
the  sum  of  $100,000  is  stated  as  the  sum  which 
the  city  architect  gives  as  his  estimate. 

Mr.  Leary — I  believe  it  is  our  duty  tonight  to 
pass  these  items,  notwithstanding  the  mayor's 
veto.  I  believe  that  it  is  also  our  duty  to  come 
here  and  act  as  our  best  judgment  teaches  us. 
I  believe  that  hardly  a  member  of  the  Council 
would  say  that  $74,000  will  not  build  a  very  re- 
spectable building  in  South  Boston  or  any  other 
section  of  the  city  for  grammar  school  purpo- 
ses. I  know  we  can  get,  if  the  money  is  expen- 
ded honestly  (and  Ioelieve  it  will  be),  a  splen- 
did building  in  South  Boston  for  $74,000:  and  I 
think  $95,000  is  a  sufficient  sum  for  a  high 
schoolhouse  in  Roxbury.  If  I  did  not  believe 
that  I  would  vote  to  sustain  the  mayor's  veto, 
and  would  vote  against  passing  these  items. 
But  I  cannot  conceive  why  $74,000  in  one  in- 
stance and  $95,000  in  the  other  are  not  sufficient 
sums  to  build  these  schoolhouses:  and  for  that 
reason  alone  I  hope  the  items  will  pass. 

Mr.  Connolly— I  shall  be  in  favor  of  the 
schoolhouse  being  built  in  Roxbury,  but  if  it 
cannot  be  built  for  $95,000,  we  will  have  to  get 
more  money.  We  have  got  $45,000  with 
which  to  start  the  foundations,  and  we 
cannot  get  along  any  further  than  the 
foundations  this  winter,  and  this  money  will 
be  lying  idle.  There  are  other  departments  that 
will  need  this  money,  and  if  we  cannot  build 
this  schoolhouse  for  $95,000,  I  should  be  in  favor 
of  putting  this  $62,000  into  some  other  depart- 
ment. The  money,  for  instance,  is  very  much 
needed  for  the  construction  of  sewers.  We  have 
some  streets  that  need  sewers,  and  if  this  money 
is  going  to  lie  idle  during  the  winter,  I  believe 
the  Sewer  Department  should  receive  the 
money.  But  if  the  high  school  could  be  built 
for  the  $95,000,  I  should  be  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Leary— I  just  want  to  sav  one  word,  be- 
cause 1  believe  a  false  impression  may  be  left 
in  the  minds  of  some  of  the  members.  If  we 
proceed  to  pass  this  over  the  mayor's  veto,  the 
city  architect  is  obliged  by  that  vote  to  go 
ahead.  He  must  complete  it.  He  cannot 
lay  the  foundations,  and  then  stop  awhile 
before  he  goes  any  further;  that  is,  under 
the  new  system  of  tilings  in  existence  for 
the  last  year.  If  he  starts  a  job  he  must  com- 
plete it,  and  if  he  sees  that  $95,000  is  a  suffi- 
cient sum  to  erect  a  good  building,  he  must  go 
ahead  and  do  it.  He  must  put  up  the  best  build- 
ing he  can  for  that  amount.  The  same  rule 
applies  in  South  Boston  with  the  $74,000  for  a 
grammar  schoolhouse.  Now,  so  far  as  the 
Sewer  Department  is  concerned— and  I  would 
not  say  one  word  against  that  department— I 
think  they  have  got  a  nice  sum  allowed  them 
by  reason  of  the  act  of  the  Legislature  in  con- 
nection with  Stony  brook,  by  means  of  which 
they  will  be  able  to  employ  a  good  many  men, 
I  know  of  no  better  action  we  can  take  tonight 
than  to  pass  these  orders  and  have  these  two 
school  houses  erected. 

Mr.  Whall— I  am  very  sorry  that  circum- 
stances have  so  arranged  themselves  that  I  will 
have  to  oppose  my  good  judgment  to  that  of  the 
chief  executive  of  this  city.  I  intend  to  vote 
against  this  veto.  I  believe  the  veto  is  based 
upon  false  reasoning.  As  I  understood  the  veto 
message,  it  ran  along  with  this  argument,  that  if 
we  appropriated  the  money  as  we  did  in  the 
Appropriation  bill,  sundry  sums  would  lie 
idle  in  our  treasury,  and  that  the  remedy 
which  we  sought  for  would  be  to  appropriate 
other  sums  for  the  sewer  department  and  other 
necessary  works,  and  then  to  make  a  large  ap- 
propriation, payable  out  of  the  appropriations 
for  next  year.  It  is  my  opinion  that  the  corpor- 
ation counsel  has  decided  that  that  cannot  he 
done;  that  in  this  year  we  cannot  anticipate 
and  mortgage  up  the  appropriations  of  next 
year.  At  any  rate,  such  a  method  of  dping  busi- 
ness would  be  entirely  antagonistic  to  the  prin- 
ciples underlying  the  new  city  charter.  Now, 
I  believe  this ;  there  is  a  lesson  to  be  taught  the 
heads  of  departments  in  this  matter.  1  he  city 
architect,  and  the  persons  having  charge  of  ap- 
propriations, have  gone  along  irrespective  of 


the  limits  which  have  been  imposed  upon  them 
in  their  several  departments  by  the  joint  action 
of  the  City  Council.  They  have  gone  along,  and 
when  we  have  given  them  an  appropriation  of 
$100,000.  and  have  instructed  them  to  commence 
building,  they  have  laid  on  their  oars  and  waited 
until  the  city  government  was  complacent 
enough  to  come  up  to  the  ideas  of  the  head  of 
the  department.  Now  we  say  that  this  Roxbury 
schoolhouse  should  be  built  for  a  certain  sum, 
with  a  balance  which  is  in  the  city  treasury  now 
of  some  $50,000,  and  it  is  the  bouuden  duty  of 
the  city  architect,  after  we  have  passed  that 
vote,  to  commence  building  that  $95,000  school-, 
house.  If  it  is  a  shame  to  the  city  of  Boston  the 
city  architect  is  not  to  blame.  It  is  we  who 
have  commanded  him  to  proceed  with  the  work, 
and  I  think  the  time  has  come  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  business  of  the  city  of  Boston, 
that  we  shall  say  to  the  heads  of  our  depart- 
ments, like  the  city  architect,  "Here  is  so  much 
money;  we  desire  you  to  build  such  a  building 
with  it;  proceed  with  a  building  that  will  cost 
so  much."  The  practice  heretofore  has  been 
entirely  different.  Instead  of  our  dictating  to 
the  city  architect,  the  city  architect  has  been 
practically  dictating  to  us.  Some  time  ago,  at 
the  earnest  solicitation  of  the  board  of  trustees 
of  the  City  Hospital,  we  voted  them  $10,000, with 
the  understanding  that  it  would  be  amply  suffi- 
cient to  construct  a  building  for  outpatients. 
Last  year  they  came  begging  to  us  to  give  them 
$9000  more.  I  was  the  person  probably  more  in- 
strumental than  any  other  member  of  the  gov- 
ernment in  gaining  for  them  that  $9000 
additional,  and  they  pledged  their  word 
that  they  would  not  ask  for  another  cent. 
That  money  has  laid  in  the  treasury  ever 
since,  and  now,  because  the  architect  thinks 
he  can  put  up  a  better  building  for  $30,000, 
he  allows  that  $19,000  to  remain  unused  and 
keeps  it  lying  idle  in  our  treasury  until  we, 
in  our  complacency,  shall  see  fit  not  to  enforce 
the  orders  which  we  passed  in  the  first  place, 
but  to  obey  his  silent  dictation.  Now  I,  for  one, 
submit  that  when  this  Council  or  this  city  gov- 
ernment says  a  thing  and  orders  a  thing  to  be 
done,  it  has  authority  in  the  premises  to  see 
that  that  thing  is  done;  and  I,  for  one,  uo  not 
propose,  by  my  vote,  by  my  word,  or  by  my 
action,  to  submit  to  dictation  from  the  heads  of 
our  departments.  In  this  particular  case,  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  only  sensible  thing  for  us 
to  do,  if  we  desire  these  schoolhouses  to  be 
built,  is  to  over-ride  the  mayor's  veto.  Let  us 
give  these  people  the  money  they  desire  for  the 
completion  of  these  buildings.  It  is  true  that 
the  Sewer  Department  needs  money.  I  was  one 
of  the  defenders  of  the  Sewer  Department  in 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  and  if  my 
voice  had  any  weight  the  Sewer  Department 
would  have  obtained  $85,000.  The  Sewer  De- 
partment comes  and  tells  us  that  anything 
less  than  $75,000  will  be  practically  of  no 
avail.  They  have  to  submit  to  a  lot 
of  grumbling  and  a  lot  of  complaint, 
and  anything  less  than  $75,000  will  only  make 
the  complaint  less  in  degree.  The  quantity  of 
complaining  will  be  diminished,  but  the  quality 
of  it  and  the  growling  will  still  remain.  Now 
if  we  could  do  what  lias  been  suggested  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  19,  commence  on  our 
foundations  with  the  money  which  we  have, 
and  when  that  is  expended  stop,  there  might 
be  some  reason  for  a  transfer  from  appropria- 
tion for  the  Sewer  Department ;  but  the  corpor- 
ation counsel  tells  us  that  when  we  commence 
work  we  must  estimate  the  entire  cost  of  the 
work,  and  until  an  appropriation  for  the  entire 
work  is  made  we  cannot  go  along.  We  cannot 
go  on  piecemeal.  We  have  to  appropriate  so 
much  money  for  a  schoolhouse,  then  we  must 
make  a  contract  for  that  schoolhouse  and  go 
along.  I  wish  we  could  proceed  in  the  way 
indicated  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  19;  it 
would  probably  bring  us  over  a  great  many 
stumbling  blocks.  But  we  cannot  do  it.  The 
corporation  counsel  tells  us  that  no  expense 
shall  be  incurred  until  after  an  appropriation 
has  been  made  for  the  entire  expense.  We 
cannot  divide  a  schoolhouse  into  bricks  and 
mortar  and  build  it  by  inches.  We  have  got 
to  have  the  whole  sum  at  first,  and  after  hav- 
ing computed  the  total  estimate  Ave  can  then 
sublet  our  contracts.  I  decidedly  hope  these 
two  items  will  pass,  the  mayor's  veto  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding. 
Mr.  Blume— It  seems  to  me  from  the  debate 
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on  this  question  tonight  that  some  of  the  mem- 
bers have  lost  sight  of  the  main  point  involved. 
As  I  understand  the  question  of  building  a 
schoolhouse  and  the  present  city  charter  on  the 
subject,  an  appropriation  has  first  to  be  made 
for  the  entire  cost  of  any  schoolhouse.  The 
question  is  first,  how  much  is  that  school- 
house  going  to  cost,  and  an  appropriation  is 
made  to  cover  that  expense.  If  I  understand  it 
correctly  the  sum  of  .$90,000  in  this  instance  was 
appropriated  for  a  high  schooihouse  in  Rox- 
bury.  Now,  according  to  the  facts  which  have 
been  presented,  half  of  the  money  has  heen 
used  for  the  purchase  of  the  land,  and  if  the 
Council  had  heen  a  little  more  extravagant  than 
they  were  the  whole  of  it  might  have  been  spent 
in  the  purchase  of  the  land.  If  they  had  paid  at 
$4  a  foot  it  would  have  taken  the  whole  890,000; 
but  they  saw  fit  to  spend  only  one-half  of  it  in 
that  way.  Now  I  say  if  that  is  the  way  you  are 
going  to  build  schoolhouses  there  is  no  limit  to  . 
which  the  expense  of  a  schoolhouse  may  not  he 
carried.  As  I  understand  it,  the  S90.000  should 
have  bought  the  land  and  built  the  building.  If 
those  having  the.  matter  in  charge  have  seen  fit 
to  spend  more  on  the  land  than  they  ought  to 
have  done,  on  them  must  rest  the  consequences 
of  defeating  their  own  object,  if  they  lose  what 
they  desire.  That  question  exactly  was  pre- 
sented in  this  case  of  the  Roxbury  schoolhouse 
lot.  The  question  was,  if  we  pay  so  much  for  the 
land  we  won't  have  money  enough  to  build  a 
schoolhouse ;  and  therefore  if  they  have,  by  tak- 
ing the  action  they  have  taken,  defeated  their 
object,  it  seems  to  me  that  on  them  should  rest 
the  blame,  and  that  we  should  not  pass  these 
items  over  the  mayor's  veto.  I  hope  therefore  that 
those  who  are  responsible  for  that  action  may 
be  punished.  I  am  in  favor  of  a  high  school- 
house  in  Roxbury  as  much  as  any  one.  But  I 
say  that  we  ought  to  teach  the  example  that 
when  we  make  an  appropriation-  we  must  live 
up  to  it  and  not  spend,  as  in  this  case,  the  bulk 
of  the  money  appropriated  or  half  of  it  for  land 
and  leave  the  question  of  the  schoolhouse  out 
entirely.  I  hope  the  members  of  the  Council 
will  be  taught  a  lesson  by  the  case  in  point. 

Mr.  Frost— I  think  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
11  has  struck  the  keynote.  It  was  just  what  I 
apprehended  when  members  were  trying  to  get 
the  scheme  through  to  pay  for  the  land.  I  think, 
as  ihe  has  said,  that  they  have  defeated  them- 
selves, for  I  think  it  was  a  very  foolish  measure 
to  buy  so  expensive  and  extravagant  a  piece  of 
land.  I  think  if  the  committee  had  gone  judici- 
ously to  work  they  could  have  bought  that 
same  piece  of  land  at  a  less  price.  But  we  were 
assured  that  they  could  buy  land  that  was  equal- 
ly as  good  and  equally  aswellsituatedatamuch 
less  price,  and  then  they  would  have  had  suffi- 
cient money  left  to  have  built  a  satisfactory 
building.  I  for  one  feel  like  supporting  and  sus- 
taining the  mayor  in  his  veto. 

Mr.  Dewey— It  remains  to  be  seen  whether 
those  people  who  wish  to  establish  a  high  school- 
house  in  Roxbury  and  those  who  wish  to  get  a 
grammar  schoolhouse  in  South  Boston  are  to  be 
defeated  or  not.  I  do  not  believe  they  are  to  be 
defeated  tonight.  The  arguments  of  the  gen- 
tlemen who  have  just  taken  their  seats  are  not 
entirely  forcible.  They  say  we  paid  too  much 
for  the  land.  Now  I  admit  that  it  might  have 
been  possible  to  get  land  in  other  por- 
tions of  Roxbury  at  a  less  price  than  $1.75 
a  foot,  but  it  seemed  proper  to  the  commit- 
tee to  take  land  on  Warren  street.  We 
could  not  have  obtained  land  anywhere  in  Rox- 
bury for  less  than  about  $1  a  foot.  Had  we  paid 
$1  a  foot  instead  of  §1.75  we  would  have  saved 
perhaps  $20,000,  and  still  we  would  have  re- 
quired an  extra  appropriation.  The  further 
sum  needed  would  then  have  been  f  35,000,  ac- 
cording to  the  architect's  estimate,  instead  of 
$55,000.  The  two  gentlemen  who  have  just 
taken  their  seats  say  they  propose  to  vote 
against  this  order  because  it  turns  out  not  to 
be  practicable  to  buy  the  land  and  build  the 
building  for  the  amount  which  was  first  pro- 
posed. We  had  sfiu.ooo  appropriated  for  the  Rox- 
bury high  schoolhouse  in  ;the  first  instance. 
We  could  not  have  obtained  25.000  feet  of  land 
for  less  than  $25,000  or  thereabouts. 

Mr.  Blume— I  hope  before  the  gentleman  sits 
down  he  will  answer  the  inquiry  I  now  pro- 
pound— what  was  the  $90,000  originally  for  — 
what  was  that  appropriation  made  for? 

Mr.  Dew.ey— We  could  not  have  obtained  land 
in  Roxbury.  as  I  say.  Mr.  President,  for  less  than 


about  $1  a  foot,  and  25.000  feet  were  needed- 
That  would  have  left  $65,000  for  the  building, 
and  as  the  architect  now  says  $65,000  is  not 
enough.  However  economical  the  committee 
might  have  been  in  the  purchase  of  land  a  fur- 
ther sum  of  money  would  have  been  required 
for  the  building.  Now  the  city  have  purchased 
a  good  .site,  and  a  further  sum  is  required  of 
$50,000.  The  $90,000  appropriated  in  the  first  in- 
stance was.  as  I  understand  it,  for  the  purchase 
of  a  site,  and  the  erection  of  a  high  schoolhouse 
in  Roxbury ;  but  it  turns  out  that  $90,000  is  not 
enough.  Now  we  need  $50,000  more,  and  I  hope 
the  Council  will  see  fit  to  grant  it,  and  that  the 
$75,000  for  a  grammar  school  in  the  South 
Boston  [district,  which  this  $15,000  which  is 
asked  for  will  give,  will  be  also  granted, 
in  order  that  those  two  buildings  may  be  started 
at  once. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  was  not  a  member  of  the 
Council  when  the  order  was  passed  giving  $90,- 

000  to  build  a  high  school,  but  I  can  imagine 
since  we  have  found  out  that  $90,000  is  not  suffi- 
cient, that  the  committee  did  not  really  under- 
stand the  necessities  of  a  good  high  school  in 
Roxbury  or  they  would  have  brought  in  a  larger 
appropriation.  There  was  also  one  point  espec- 
ially that  I  cannot  understand  in  the  arguments 
of  the  gentlemen  from  Wards  11  and  18,  and  that 
they  seem  to  start  on  the  basis  that  the  original 
$90,000  if  spent  in  any  other  way  would  have 
been  sufficient  to  buy  the  land  and  build  the 
school.  I  understand  that  the  point  raised  in 
the  mayor's  veto,  which  these  gentlemen  pro- 
pose to  sustain,  is  that  $95,000  is  not  sulficient  to 
build  a  schoolhouse  required  for  the  needs  of  the 
boys  and  girls  in  Roxbury.  If  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  11  believed  that  $90,000 was  sufficient 
to  buy  the  land  and  build  the  schoolhouse  I 
don't  see  ho\%he  could  agree  with  His  Honor  the 
Mayor  that  $95,000  is  not  sufficient  to  complete  a 
schoolhouse.  He  asks  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  21  to  answer  a  question.  I  would  ask  him 
to  answer  this  question :  How  is  it  you  can  say 
that  $95,000  will  buy  the  land  and  build  a  school- 
house  when  you  agree  with  His  Honor  the 
Mayor  in  his  veto  that  $95,000  is  not  enough  to 
build  a  schoolhouse  with  in  Roxbury?  I  think 
every  gentleman  of  tlu'Council  can  easily  see  that 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  11  or  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  18  cannot  answer  that  question;  and 
then  when  they  are  voting  to  sustain  the  veto  of 
His  Honor  the  Mayor  it  is  not  because  of  the 
opinions  expressed  by  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  but 
because  of  the  original  vote  in  regard  to 
the  building  of  the  schoolhouse.  How  you 
can  agree  with  His  Honor  the  Mayor 
when  he  says  that  the  balance  of  the 
money  or  the  appropriation  on  this  bill  wouldn't 
be  sufficient  to  build  a  high  schoolhouse  in  the 
Roxbury  district  is  more  than  I  can  see.  I  must 
say  that  1  think  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  if  he  be- 
lieved the  appropriation  was  not  large  enough 
to  build  the  schoolhouse  required,  should  not 
have  signed  his  name  to  the  buying  of  the  land. 
But  having  signed  his  name  to  the  buying  of  the 
land,  he  must  then  have  believed  that  the  bal- 
ance of  the  money  was  sufficient  to  build  the 
Roxbury  school.  His  belief  was  changed  be- 
cause of  something  said,  as  I  understand  it,  by 
the  City  architect  The  city  architect,  previous 
to  the  time  of  buying  the  land,  knew  as  well  as 
he  does  now  how  much  it  would  take  to  build 
the  Roxbury  High  School.  I  believe  that  $95,000 
is  sufficient  to   build  the.  Roxbury  High  School. 

1  believe  that  as  .s-irs.oiio  was  sufficient  to  buy  the 
land  that  $95,000  is  certainly  sufficient  to  build  a 
school  in  that  district.  I  say  I  do  not  believe 
that  architects,  unless  they  have  drawn  a  plan 
of  any  building,  can  give,  an  idea  that  a  certain 
amount  of  money  will  be  taken  to  build  a  school 
clearly  and  positively.  The  gentleman  has  to  a 
certain  extent  shown  that  he  has  an  idea  that  it 
would  be  better  to  build  the  school  building  at 
some  other  time.  If  he  has  too  much  work  on 
hand  now  I  am  sorry  for  him,  and  I  think  every 
gentleman  of  the  Council,  even  those  who  did 
not  vote  for  the  buying  of  the  land,  will  believe 
with  the  others  that  $95,000  is  sufficient  to  build 
the  high  schoolhouse  in  Roxbury.  But  when 
$95,11110  was  supposed  to  be  sufficient  to  buy  the 
land  and  build  the  school,  that  work  of  the  na- 
ture required  can  be  done  within  that  limita- 
tion. I  trust  that  these  items  will  pass,  the  veto 
of  the  mayor  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Mr.  Leary— As  I  said  in  the  beginning,  I  be- 
lieve it  is  our  duty  to  act  as  our  own  judgment 
dictates.    Now  the  question  comes  down  to  this ; 
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Is  there  a  member  in  this  Council  who  does  not 
believe  that  874.000  is  a  sufficient  sum  to  build  a 
schoolhouse  in  South  Boston?  1  don't  believe 
there  is  one  member  who  does  not  believe  that 
$95,000  is  sufficient  to  build  a  high  schoolhouse 
in  Roxbury.  I  think  that  as  we  believe  there  is 
money  enough  appropriated,  and  as  we  have 
had  discussion  enough,  I  move  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
withdraw  the  motion,  in  order  that  I  may  call 
attention  to  one  or  two  points. 

Mr.  Leary  —  The  gentleman  not  having 
spoken.  I  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  desire  to  say,  Mr.  President, 
that  the  message  of  the  mayor  is,  in  some  re- 
spects, one  of  the  most  remarkable  documents 
that  has  been  sent  to  the  City  Council  for  the  last 
two  or  three  years.  It  is  a  very  delicate  duty 
which  the  mayor  has  to  perform  in  sending  in  a 
veto  of  any  particular  item,  and  I  think  the 
Council  has  the  right,  and  it  is  its  duty,  to  ex- 
press by  its  vote,  whenever  the  mayor,  whoever 
he  may  be,  seems  to  infringe  upon  the  legisla- 
tive branch  of  the  city  government.  You  will 
observe  that  in'  this  message  His  Honor  the 
Mayor  not  only  refuses  to  sanction  certain 
items,  but  he,  on  the  other  hand,  intimates  how 
you  ought  to  appropriate  that  money  so  as  to 
meet  his  approval.  Iu  that  I  think  his  honor 
went  too  far.  Then,  sir,  I  found  certain  finan- 
cial heresies  in  this  message,  which  led  me  to 
believe  that  the  mayor  must  have  written  it 
hastily,  without  due  consideration.  As  has  al- 
ready been  pointed  out  he  proposes  to  this  City 
Council  to  pass  an  order  appropriating  8126,000, 
to  be  paid  out  of  next  year's  appropriation. 
Why,  sir,  he  might  just  as  well  have  requested 
us  to  pass  an  order  to  pay  it  out  of  the  United 
States  treasury.  It  is  a  most  remarkable  sug- 
gestion, coming  from  such  a  source.  Then  the 
mayor  makes  suggestions  in  regard  to  the  Pub- 
lic Library :  and  there,  it  seems  to  me.  he  has 
made  suggestions  which  are  unwise.  When  he 
says  the  balance  of  the  appropriation  will  pay 
for  the  erection  of  such  a  building  as  the  public 
generally  demand,  it  seems  to  me  that  is  a  very 
serious  intimation  for  His  Honor  the  Mayor  to 
make.  Already,  Mr.  President,  there  have  been 
two  or  three  attempts  to  take  the  appropriation 
for  new  Public  Library  for  other  purposes,  and 
there  are  three  or  four  such  orders-  pending  be- 
fore the  Finance  Committee.  The  trustees  of 
the  Public  Library  felt  impelled  to  take  the 
opinion  of  the  corporation  counsel  on  that  sub- 
ject in  order  to  find  out  what  powers  they  had; 
and,  sir,  I  desire  to  place  on  record  the  reply 
made  by  Mr.  Nettleton  to  President  Greenough : 

Corporation  Counsel's  Office,  j 
14  Beacon   Street, 

Boston,  June  27,  1SS7. . 
Hon.  W.  W.  Greenough,  President,  Trustees  of 
of  Public  Library. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  letter  of  today, 
the  trustees,  in  my  opinion,  are  not  authorized 
by  Chapter  60  of  the  Acts  of  18S7,  to  proceed 
without  regard  to  the  appropriation.  They  can 
incur  no  liability  in  behalf  of  the  city  beyond 
the  appropriation  duly  made  therefor. 
Very  respectfully. 
(Signed)  E.  P.  Nettleton, 

Corporation  Counsel. 
A  true  copy. 

Attest:  Louis  F.  Gray, 

Assist.  Clerk  of  the  Corporation. 
Now,  sir,  if  His  Honor  the  Mayor  says  we  have 
not  money  enough  to  build  the  building,  and 
we  cannot  spend  any  money  except  what  is  ap- 
propriated, it  is  a  very  strong,  and  an  unneces- 
sarily strong,  intimation  that  the  trustees  ought 
not  to  proceed  to  put  up  that  building.  That,  I 
say  again,  is,  in  the  existing  state  of  the  law,  a 
very  remarkable  suggestion  to  come  from  His 
Honor  the  Mayor  of  Boston.  Besides  that,  Mr. 
President,  when  he  figures  out  that  the  Roxbury 
high  schoolhouse,  according  to  the  estimates, 
lacks  85000  of  the  amount  necessary  to  finish  it, 
I  must  say  that  he  seems  to  be  looking  a  great 
distance  to  find  an  argument.  As  has  already 
been  stated,  I  don't  believe  that  the  architect 
can.  today,  state  whether  $50,000  or  $55,000  will 
be  the  exact  sum  necessary  to  finish  that  school- 
house.  But,  sir,  whatever  may  be  the  archi- 
tect's opinion,  there  is  not  the  slightest  doubt 
but  that  he  can  retrench  to  the  amount  of  $5000 
somewhere  if  necessary,  in  some  portions  of  the 
building,  and  keep  within  the  appropriation.    I 


have  heard  it  stated  tonight,  Mr.  President, 
particularly  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9, 
that  there  is  some  law  or  ordinance  which  pre- 
vents us  from  erecting  a  portion  of  a  building 
at  a  time.  I  have  looked  for  that  law  in  vain. 
Of  course,  I  will  not  undertake  to  say  that  a 
thing  does  not  exist  simply  because  I  cannot 
find  it.  But  for  the  instruction  of  myself,  and 
of  some  officials  in  this  hall  who  have  looked 
for  such  a  provision,  I  would  like  to  have  the 
gentleman  point  out  the  chapte  and  section 
with  any  such  version.  The  new  charter  says 
this : 

"Every  contract in  which  the  amount 

involved  exceeds  82000  shall  require  the  approval' 
of  the  mayor  before  going  into  effect  ami  no 
expenditure  shall  be  made  nor  liability  incurred 
for  any  purpose  beyond  the  appropriation  duly 
made  therefor." 

.Now,  sir,  I  understand  that  if  you  appropriate 
$50,000  to  build  a  schoolhouse,  and  that  sum  will 
put  up  that  building  in  all  respects  without  hav- 
ing a  roof  on  it,  the  city  architect  is  authorized 
to  go  ahead  and  expend  that  $50,000  and  then 
stop,  and  it  is  not  a  fact,  as  has  heen  stated,  that 
you  have  got  to  make  an  appropriation  fully 
capable  of  carrying  out  all  of  the  plans  that 
maybe  thought  of  devised  for  any  particular 
building.  You  may  appropriate  $40,000  for  a 
schoolhouse  and  get  it  up  four  stories  high,  and 
then  you  may  add  $40,000  for  four  stories  more ; 
and  common  sense  as  well  as  law  is  on  that 
side.  Of  course,  with  only  $50,000  appropriated 
the  architect  cannot  make  contracts  or  incur 
liabilities  for  more  than  that  amount;  but  it  is 
not  necessary,  when  he  begins  his  work  and 
gives  out  his  contracts,  that  they  shall  be  con- 
tracts for  a  completed  building.  For  that  rea- 
son, sir,  I  again  say  that  every  cent  of  money  we 
have  appropriated  can  he  expended  by  the  city 
architect,  if  he  chooses  to  expend  it,  and  he  will 
conform  entirely  to  the  law  so  long  as  he  does 
not  attempt  to  make  any  contracts  beyond  the 
amount  of  that  appropriation.  I  do  not  know 
that  a  schoolhouse  is  different  from  any  other 
building.  Suppose  the  foundation  is  put  in, 
and,  as  has  happened  repeatedly  in  the  experi- 
ence of  private  individuals,  the  building 
never  erected.  The  city  may  do  as  did  a 
gentleman  on  the  Back  Bay  some  years 
ago:  put  in  the  foundation  and  put  up 
one  story,  and  never  be  able  to  complete  the 
building.  Therefore,  I  say  that  every  cent  we 
appropriated  should  be  spent  for  the  object  for 
winch  it  was  appropriated,  because  it  can  be 
lawfully  spent  for  only  such  object.  In  other 
words,  I  am  very  sorry  to  differ  with  His  Honor 
the  Mayor  in  the  subject  matter  of  his  sugges- 
tion, and  it  seems  to  me  it  has  failed  in  every 
respect  to  call  for  the  respectful  consideration  of 
this  matter.  I  think  it  would  be  much  better,  if 
it  were  proper  to  return  the  veto  message  to  his 
honor,  and  let  him  correct  the  errors  on  the  face 
of  it.  But,  in  point  of  fact,  the  other  branch 
have  done  what  I  hope  we  shall  do,  and  that  is, 
stand  to  our  position  because  it  is  right  and 
proper,  and  because  we  believe  the  appropria- 
tion will  be  properly  spent ;  and  if  it  is  not  prop- 
erly spent  we  have  tire  city  architect  whom  we 
can  call  to  account  for  the  improper  spending  of 
it.  In  accordance  with  the  understanding  with 
the  gentleman  when  I  arose,  I  will  now  move 

e  previous  question. 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

The  two  items  were  passed  in  concurrence,  the 
objections  of  the  mayor  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding; yeas  40,  nays  8: 

Yeas — Atwood.  Carroll,  Carstensen,  Chamber- 
lain, Cochran,  Connolly,  Coyle,  Davern,  Des- 
mond. Dewey,  Dolan,  Duggan,  Fisher,  Foss, 
Fowler,  P.  J.  Gallagher.  Hayes,  Keliher,  Kel- 
ley.  Lauten,  Leary,  McKenna,  F.  R.  Morrison, 
J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Norton,  Perkins, 
Perry,  Reilly,  Richards,  Shaw,  Short,  R.  Sulli- 
van, Sundberg,  leevens,  Tracy,  Tuttle,  Whall, 
Whitmore,  Wilson — 40. 

Nays— Blume.  Frost,  F.  Morison.  Nunan, 
Sanger,  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  Thayer— 8. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Barry.  Bowman,  Burr, 
Clark,  Coleman,  Dunn.  Fottler,  J.  Gallagher, 
Gomez,  Hag;gei'ty,  Harrington,  Kennedy,  Ladd, 
Lattimore,  Light,  Mahoney,  McEnaney,  Mc- 
Nary.  J.  Murphy,  O'Mealey,  C.  C.  Powers,  E.  J. 
Powers,  Snow,  Webster— 24 

Mr.  Leary  moved  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  Whall— I  believe  that  no  reconsideration 
is  in  order,  the  subject  having  been  once  recon- 
sidered. 
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The  President— That  is  proper. 
The  Frog  Pond. 

10.  Order  authorizing  the  superintendent  of 
Common,  etc..  to  repair  and  put  in  order  the 
edging  to  the  Frog  pond  on  the  Common,  at  an 
expense  not  exceeding  §500. 

Mr.  Whall— This  order  has  never  come  before 
any  committee.  It  is  a  question  that  involves  a 
consideration  of  the  amount  of  money  that  will 
need  to  be  taken  to  meet  the  expenditure,  and 
it  seems  to  me  to  be  a  proper  subject  for  inquiry 
by  the  Committee  on  Finance.  Therefore  I 
move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  Richards— I  hope  it  will  not  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  because  it  is  a 
matter  that  ought  to  be  taken  care  of  at  once. 
This  Council  may  soon  adjourn  and  nothingmay 
be  done  in  the  matter  at  all  until  after  the  sum- 
mer vacation  takes  place,  sometime  next  fall, 
and  I  think  any  member  of  the  Council  who  will 
visit  the  Common  and  examine  the  edgestones 
of  the  Frog  pond  will  very  soon  become  con- 
vinced that  they  must  be  taken  care  of  immedi- 
ately. The  present  condition  of  affairs  renders 
it  very  dangerous  to  children  and  people  who 
are  around  the  Frog  pond  at  various  times  in  the 
day,  and  I  think  anybody  will  agree  in  the  opin- 
ion that  8500  will  be  ample  to  do  the  work  prop- 
erly. 

Mr.  Whall— There  are  two  reasons  why  I  wish 
this  order  referred :  First  of  all  is  the  general 
reason  that  orders  whicli  treat  of  the  finances  of 
the  city  should,  unless  some  extraordinary  rea- 
son is  given  to  prevent,  be  re  erred  as  a  matter 
of  course,  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  No  ex- 
traordinary reason  has  been  alleged.  In  the 
second  place,  there  is  a  particular  reason,  and  I 
am  sorry  that  on  an  occasion  of  this  kind  I  must 
express  it.  The  head  of  no  department  in  the 
city  comes  to  the  city  government  and  to  the 
Finance  Committee  clamoring  more  for  special 
items  than  the  superintendent  of  Common 
and  public  squares.  Hardly  a  month  passes 
but  the  Finance  Committee  has  to  listen  to  the 
petition  of  the  superintendent  of  Common  and 
public  squares  for  an  appropriation  outside  of 
his  regular  appropriation.  Now  if  it  can  be 
shown  that  this  work  is  an  urgent  necessity,  and 
that  the  funds  of  this  department  are  in  such  a 
condition  that  they  cannot  be  used  to  pay  this 
expense,  I  have  no  doubt  the  Finance  Committee 
will  report  some  means  immediately.  The  Fin- 
ance Committee  will  meet  Monday,  and  the 
importance  of  urgency,  if  such  there  be  in  the 
matter,  can  be  reported  to  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men Monday  afternoon,  and  at  our  meeting  a 
week  from  tonight  we  can  settle  it  up. 

Mr.  Sanger— I  do  not  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  7  as  to  there  being  a  meeting  on 
the  4th  of  July. 

Mr.  Whall— I  beg  pardon ;  I  referred  to  Tues- 
day next,  and  they  can  report  to  the  Board 
Tuesday  afternoon. 

Mr.  Sanger— At  the  same  time  I  believe  that 
this  is  an  extraordinary  occasion,  and  if  the 
gentleman  himself  saw  the  condition  on  the 
edging  around  the  Frog  pond  he  would  certainly 
be  ■willing  that  this  order  should  pass  tonight 
rather  than  that  it  should  be  referred  to  the 
Finance  Committeeo.  The  superintendent  of 
Common  does  make  requests  lor  additional  ap- 
propriations from  time  to  time,  I  will  admit. 
But  in  this  case  some  weeks  since  he  sent  a 
communication  to  the  mayor,  calling  the  atten- 
tion of  the  mayor  to  the  condition  of  the  edging, 
which  is,  as  I  say,  in  a  very  unsafe  condition; 
and  if  there  Should  be  an  accident  by  reason  of 
children  falling  into  the  water  there,  I  believe 
the  city  under  the  circumstances  would  be  lia- 
ble. That  communication  was  sent  in  some 
weeks  ago.  I  am  sorry  it  has  not  gone  to  tin- 
Committee  on  Finance.  I  have  not  the  slightest 
doubt  if  it  goes  to  the  committee  they  will  re- 
port at  once  the  sum  of  money  necessary  to  be 
paid  for  this  purpose.  The  amount  is  not  much, 
but  it  is  very  important  that  the  repairs  should 
be  made  at  a  very  early  moment,  and  if  it  should 
go  to  the  committee  we  have  but  one  more 
meeting,  and  there  is  no  certainty  that  it  would 
be  finished  up  within  a  week.  The  repairs 
should  be  attended  to  within  two  weoks  at  least. 

Mr.  Whall— I  am  sorry  that  the  gentleman 
in  the  first  division  sought  to  influence  votes  by 
the  statement  that  il  there  was  an  accident  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Frog  pond  on  Boston  Com- 
mon by  reason  of  the  defective  condition  ol  the 


curbstone  around  the  pond  the  city  might  be 
held  liable  for  damages.  I  believe  the  gentle- 
man made  that  statement  rather  hurriedly  and 
without  reflection.  If  he  will  remember— 1 
think  it  is  one  of  the  volumes  running  from  130 
to  140— the  Supreme  Court  of  Massachusetts  de- 
cided that  the  paths  and  cross-walks  of  Boston 
Common  were  not  public  highways,  and  that 
nobody  using  them  could  seek  a  remedy  for  in- 
jury by  reason  of  neglect  from  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton in  the  same  manner  that  they  could  if  it 
were  a  public  highway.  So  I  think  the  Coun- 
cil, with  the  sanction  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
can  rest  content;  and  at  this  juncture  I  desire 
to  raise  the  point  of  order  that  under  the  joint 
rules  the  order  cannot  be  considered  tonight 
unless  the  rules  are  suspended,  as  it  involves  an 
expenditure  of  money,  and  is  an  original  order; 
not  having  been  acted  on  before,  it  must  go  the 
Finance  Committee  unless  there  is  a  suspension 
of  the  rule. 

Mr.  Frost — I  will  merely  state,  sir,  that  I  was 
walking  around  the  frog  pond  on  the  Common 
in  connection  with  Aid.  Smith,  and  we  looked 
over  the  edgestones  there  very  carefully  and 
decided  that  they  were  verv  much  out  of  order 
and  needed  repairs  very  badly.  Now,  sir,  I  do 
not  know  whether  it  will  be  better  to  refer  this 
to  a  committee  or  to  have  it  pass  tonight. 
Whichever  way  will  facilitate  the  fixing  of  the 
curbstone  of  the  Frog  pond  I  shall  be  in  favor 
of,  for  I  think  it  is  very  important  that  it  should 
be  attended  to  now  before  our  summer  vaca- 
tion, and  should  be  put  into  good  shape  as  soon 
as  possible. 

1  he  president  read  Rule  15  of  the  joint  rules 
of  the  City  Council,  on  which  he  based  his  rul- 
ing, as  follows : 

"When  application  shall  be  made  for  an  addi- 
tional appropriation,  to  be  provided  for  by 
transfer  or  loan,  such  appropriation  shall  not  be 
made  until  the  application  has  been  reported 
to,  and  reported  upon,  by  the  Committee  on 
Finance." 

The  question  was  on  the  suspension  of  joint 
rule  15. 

Mr.  Whall— I  sincerely  hope,  for  the  reasons 
I  have  before  alleged,  that  the  rule  be  not  sus- 
pended. This  is  not  a  case  of  urgency.  If  those 
who  tonight  say  that  it  is  a  case  of  urgency  will 
reflect  for  a  moment  they  will  see  that  their 
votes  at  the  last  meeting  gave  a  contradiction 
to  that  statement.  Many  gentlemen  who  are  in 
favor  of  having  this  acted  on  tonight  voted  to 
adjpurn  at  our  last  meeting  before  we  finished 
our  calendar.  We  were  here  nerved  and 
equipped  with  a  Parker  House  supper,  ready  to 
go  on  and  work  for  a  couple  of  hours.  We  could 
have  taken  hold  of  the  matter,  if  there  had 
been  great  urgency,  at  that  meeting.  But  the 
gentlemen  who  are  tonight  advocating  it  were 
so  anxious  to  get  home  that  their  eyes  were 
clouded.  I  believe  we  should  allow  it  to  go  to 
the  Finance  Committee.  There  has  been  no 
reason  given  of  extreme  urgency  which  should 
keep  it  from  that  committee.  I  do  not  desire 
that  reference  made  simply  because  lam  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Finance  Committee,  because  the 
probabilities  are  that  upon  a  proper  presenta- 
tion of  the  case  I  will  vote  to  nave  the  matter 
reported  on  immediately  in  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  and  I  have  no  doubt  if  the  facts 
are  as  the  gentleman  suggests  the  matter 
will  bo  reported  on  Tuesday  in  tho  Board  of 
Aldermen.  But  we  should  stand  by  our  rules 
except  in  exceptional  cases.  This  is  not  one'of 
those  exceptional  cases. 

Mr.  Atwhoii- I  hope  the  rules  will  he  sus- 
pended and  that  the  order  will  pass.  This  is  a 
matter  that  should  he  attended  to  it  at  once.  It 
is  a  matter  that  interests  a  great  many  people 
who  pass  through  the  Common,  and  interests  a 
great  many  visitors  whoeometo  Boston.  I  think 
the  matter  should  be  attended  to  immediately. 
I  hope  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  will  be 
carried. 

Mr.  Richards— I  trust  the  rule  will  be  sus- 
pended. I  think  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  will  not  hold  water.  The  reason 
that  wo  adjourned  at.  our  last  meeting  was  be- 
cause of  the  fact  that  the  hour  was  very  late, 
and  also  because  many  matters  on  the  calendar 
needed  mature  consideration  boforo  they 
should  bo  passed  upon.  A  week  has  elapsed 
and  we  have  given  them  f  hat  consideration ; 
and  I  he  reason  why  this  order  should  be  passed 
tonight  is  because  the  Counoil  will  adjourn 
probably  next  week  for  tho  summer.    This  mat- 
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ter  is  one  of  importance  to  the  children  of  the 
poor  of  Boston — not  of  the  rich.  The  rich  classes 
go  out  of  town  for  their  vacation  and  take  their 
children  with  them,  and  get  all  the  benefits  of 
country  air:  but  the  poor  children  of  Boston  go 
to  Boston  Common  and  enjoy  it ;  and  if  their 
children  are  to  be  endangered  by  the  edge- 
stones  around  the  frog  pond  on  Boston  Common, 
•we  should  repair  those  stones  at  once. 

Mr.  Perkins — I  hope  tbe  rule  will  be  sus- 
pended. The  amount  asked  for  is  not  large ;  in 
fact,  it  is  very  small.  I  rather  suspect  if  the 
amount  were  $500,000,  some  of  the  gentlemen 
who  are  opposing  it  might  be  in  favor  of  it.  I 
think  it  is  a  disgrace  to  the  city  of  Boston  to  see 
the  looks  of  that  Common.  People  are  continu- 
ally making  remarks  in  regard  to  the  city  gov- 
ernment of  Boston,  that  they  will  spend  $20,000 
for  a  junket,  but  cannot  spend  a  few  hundred 
dollars  to  fix  up  a  small  matter  like  that  which 
is  called  for  in  connection  with  the  Common.  A 
great  many  people  make  such  remarks.  I  think 
that  the  edgestones  around  the  Frog  pond  should 
be  fixed,  because,  in  the  present  condition  of 
things,  there  is  constant  danger  to  the  lives  of 
the  children  who  play  around  that  pond,  and  it 
is  a  disgrace  to  the  city  of  Boston  in  its  present 
condition.  It  is  a  standing  disgrace,  and  ought 
not  to  be  allowed  to  stand  as  it  is.  I  hope  the 
rule  will  be  suspended,  and  the  order  will  be 
passed  at  once. 

Mr.  W hall— It  seems  tome  like  the  irony  of 
fate  that  the  common  people  of  Boston  should 
go  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11  when  they 
are  in  need  of  an  advocate.  When  the  people 
who  use  the  Common  need  men  to  advocate 
their  rights  they  find  them  not  on  the  Repub- 
lican side  of  the  chamber,  but  on  the  side  which 
I  in  my  humble  capacity,  have  the  honor  to 
serve.  I  am  not  surprised  at  the  sneers  and 
flings  that  come  from  the  gentleman  in  the 
fourth  division  when  he  speaks  of  spending  $20,- 

000  for  a  junket.  The  same  spirit  which  actua- 
ted the  gentleman  when  he  made  that  sneering 
allusion  actuated  also  the  other  allusion  that  if 
this  appropriation  were  $500,000  we  would  all 
vote  for  it.  It  came  from  the  same  heart  that 
prompted  the  gentleman  last  Thursday  evening 
to  smile  when  his  brother  Republican  insulted 
the  members  of  this  Council  by  branding  them 
as  aliens— as  men  who  had  come  here  only  a 
short  time  ago.  We  have  come  here,  as  I  said 
before  on  another  occasion,  and  we  have  come 
here  to  stay.  There  are  a  great  many  of  us 
here  now :  but  thank  God  in  the  near  future 
there  will  be  more  of  us. 

Mr.  Sanger — It  seems  to  me  that  our  gladia- 
torial friend  from  Ward  7  is  a  little  hasty  in  his 
remarks  this  evening,  and  also  weak  in  his 
facts;  because,  if  he  will  pardon  me,  he  has 
himself  admitted  that  he  has  not  seen  the  con- 
dition of  the  edgestones  around  the  Frog  pond. 

1  am  sorry  to  see  that  he  has  been  so  derelict  in 
his  duty  in  taking  care  of  the  interests  of  the 
people  he  claims  solely  to  represent.  I  deny 
that  he  solely  represents  those  people.  I  say 
that  my  brother  and  myself  in  endeavoring  to 
get  those  edgestones  repaired  around  the  Frog 
pond  on  the  Common  do  not  do  it  because  we 
are  asked  to  do  so  by  people  from  our  ward,  or 
from  the  wards  which  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  7  seeks  to  sneer  at.  There  were  no  such 
motives  actuated  us.  It  is  only  because  we  hap- 
pened to  pass  and  saw  the  unsafe  condition  of 
those  stones  for  the  children  and  women  in  get- 
ting near  the  water  that  we  had  this  order  pre- 
sented. Those  stones  have  been  in  their  present 
condition  for  months,  and  it  is  time  that  the 
matter  should  be  attended  to.  The  gentleman 
says  that  some  of  us  who  are  in  favor  of  this 
matter  were  the  ones  who  favored  adjournment 
last  week.  I  deny  it.  I  did  not  vote  for  an  ad- 
journment last  week.  If  the  order  had  come 
up  I  should  have  voted  as  I  shall  vote  tonight, 
and  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  go  on  to  the 
Common  and  see  the  condition  of  those  edge- 
stones, in  order  that  he  may  understand  the 
matter  more  intelligently. 

Mr.  Duggan— I  have  noticed  the  disturbance 
of  the  edgestones  around  the  Frog  pond  on  the 
Common  for  a  couple  of  years,  and  it  struck  me 
some  time  ago  that  if  the  superintendent 
attended  to  his  duties  a  stitch  in  time  would 
have  saved  nine— that  is  an  old  saying.  I  be- 
lieve that  this  matter  should  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  because,  in  speaking 
with  men  who  are  accustomed  to  laying  such 
stones,  I   have  found    that    they  do  not    re 


quire  near  so  great  an  expense   as  the  order 
covers. 

The  motion  to  suspend  joint  rule  15  was  de- 
clared lost.  Mr.  Whall  doubted  the  vote;  a 
rising  vote  was  ordered,  and  rule  15  was  declare 
suspended,  29  members  voting  in  the  affirma- 
tive and  7  in  the  negative.  Mr.  Whall  doubted 
the  vote,  and  asked  for  a  verification  by  yeas 
and  nays,  which  were  declared  not  ordered. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mi-.  Whall— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that 
this  matter  cannot  take  its  second  reading  at 
this  meeting  unless  the  rules  are  suspended,  as 
it  involves  an  expenditure  of  money. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

It  was  voted,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  that 
the  rule  be  suspended,  that  the  order  might  be 
put  on  its  passage  tonight.  The  order  was 
passed  in  concurrence.  Mr.  Frost  moved  to 
reconsider;  lost. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  Wilson  called  up  the  assignment  for  8 
P.M.,  viz.: 

38.  Order  for  the  Street  Commissioners  to 
lease,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  mayor,  the 
city  property  at  the  northwest  corner  of  L  and 
E.  First  streets,  containing  about  26.220  square 
feet. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading, 
read  a  second  time  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Tuttle— I  would  like  to  inquire  if  the 
gentleman  has  any  more  information  in  regard 
to  this  order  than  he  had  last  week. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence.  Mr. 
Wilson  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

UNDERGROUND  WIRES. 

Mr.  McNary  called  up  No.  36  on  the  calendar, 
viz. :  Report  and  order,  among  papers  from  the 
other  branch. 

36.  Report  of  Committee  on  Underground 
Wires,  and  order  authorizing  said  committee  to 
visit  New  York,  Brooklyn,  Philadelphia,  and 
Washington,  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the 
underground- wire  system  in  operation  in  those 
cities. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McNary  it  was  voted  to  sus- 
pend joint  rule  14. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  to  amend  that  order 
by  putting  in  some  sum.  It  does  not  seem  to 
me  that  we  ought,  in  a  case  of  this  kind,  to  take 
the  necessary  funds  from  the  appropriation  for 
incidentals.  We  have  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in 
raising  money  out  of  this  appropriation  to  pay 
judgments  against  the  city,  and  it  is  not  the 
proper  appropriation  to  charge  an  expenditure 
of  this  kind  to.  I  move  that  the  sum  to  be  ex- 
pended shall  not  exceed  $500. 

Mr.  Gomez — I  hope  no  amendment  will  be 
tacked  on  to  this  order  at  this  time.  The  Coun- 
cil will  soon  adjourn,  and  by  adopting  an 
amendment  at  this  time  we  will  be  only  send- 
ing the  order  back  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
I  think  the  members  of  the  committee  know 
enough  to  take  care  ol  themselves,  and  not  to 
make  the  amount  too  large.  I  trust  that  no 
amendment  will  be  tacked  on  to  the  order. 

The  amendment  was  declared  rejected.  Mr. 
Frost  doubted  the  vote,  and  called  for  a  verifi- 
cation by  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  declared 
ordered.  The  amendment  was  rejected;  yeas 
22.  nays  25 : 

Yeas — Atwood,  Barry,  Blume,  Cochran, Dewey, 
Fisher,  Fowler,  Frost,  Lattirnore,  F.  Morison, 
Norton,  Perkins.  Richards,  Sanger,  Shaw,  E. 
Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Teevens,  Thayer,  Tracey, 
Whitmore,  Wilson— 22. 

Nays— Carroll,  Chamberlain,  Coleman,  Con- 
nolly, Coyle,  Davern,  Dolan,  Duggan,  Foss,  P. 
J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Hayes,  Kelliher,  Kelley, 
Kennedy,  Leary.  McEnaney,  McNary,  W.  H. 
Murphy,  Nunan,  Perry,  Reillv,  Sundberg,  Tuttle, 
Whall-25. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Bowman,  Burr,  Car- 
stensen,  Clark,  Desmond,  Dunn,  Fottler,  J. 
Gallagher,  Haggerty,  Harrington,  Ladd,  Lauten, 
Light,  Mahoney,  McKenna,  F.  R.  Morrison.  J. 
Murphy,  J.  J.  Murphy,  O'Mealey,  C  C.  Powers, 
E.  J.  Powrers,  Short,  Snow,  J.  H.  Sullivan.  Web- 
ster—25. 

Mr.  Leary  moved  the  previous  question.  The 
main  question  was  ordered.  The  order  was  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading,  read  a  second  time 
under  suspension  of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Leary,  and  the  question  came  on  its  passage. 
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Mr.  Whitmore— After  I  made  the  motion  to 
make  the  sum  $500,  I  was  informed  that  the 
committee  would  consist  of  11  persons,  and  that 
that  sum  was  not  sufficient.  As  I  see  by  the 
vote  that  the  members  of  the  Council  are  ap- 
parently of  the  opinion  that  some  limit  should 
be  placed,  I  move  to  amend  now  by  put- 
ting in  the  sum  of  $800;  and,  sir,  I  say 
again  that  the  reason  why  I  do  this  is 
that  it  is  properly  charged  to  the  contingent 
fund.  It  ought  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  joint  committees,  the  reserved  fund,  or 
some  other  fund  that  isn't  pledged,  as  the  inci- 
dental fund  is,  for  a  specific  purpose.  That  is 
the  reason  why  there  ought  to  be  some  limit 
put.  This  contingent  fund  is  the  fund  from 
which,  under  our  rules,  judgments  against  the 
city  must  be  paid.  That  is  why  I  say  we  ought 
not  to  pass  an  unlimited  order.  If  that  amount 
will  not  be  sufficient  will  some  member  of  the 
committee  who  has  had  experience  that  I 
haven't  had  on  excursions  say  why  it  is  not 
enough,  and  if  the  explanation  is  satisfactory 
perhaps  I  will  vote  for  it.  But  it  seems  to  me 
we  ought  not  to  indefinitely  charge  an  expense 
of  this  nature  against  this  one  appropriation 
that  has  been  set  aside  for  a  particular  purpose. 
I  move  to  amend  by  inserting  $800,  and  if  any 
gentleman  knowing  about  the  matter  desires  to 
have  the  sum  larger  than  that  let  him  get  up  and 
state  his  reasons  for  so  wishing. 

Mr.  Leaby — As  I  understood  I  moved  the  pre- 
vious question. 

The  President— Not  on  the  passage  of  the 
order. 

Mr.  Sanger— I  certainly  trust  that  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
will  be  adopted,  not  only  for  the  reason  that  has 
been  assigned  by  him,  which  is  self-evident, 
but  for  the  further  reason  that  the  committee 
consists  of  eight  members,  five  from  this  body 
and  three  from  the  aldermen.  I  think  we  all 
know  of  one  gentleman  of  the  Council  who 
comes  from  Ward  18  who  will  not  go  on  the  trip, 
because  he  feels,  as  other  members  of  this  body 
feel,  tnat  we  can  get  much  more  valuable  infor- 
mation in  other  ways  than  by  going  on  a  trip  of 
this  kind.  I  therefore  hope  the  amendment  will 
be  adopted. 

Mr.  Gomez— I  don't  know  who  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  11  has  referred  to  as  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  18.  If  I  am  not  mistaken  every 
member  of  that  committee  has  expressed  a  de- 
sire to  go,  and  I  don't  know  of  anybody  who 
doesn't  propose  to  go.  I  don't  know  of  any  way 
that  we  can  get  any  information  of  this  kind 
unless  we  go  outside  of  the  city  of  Boston  to  get 
it,  and  I  object  to  this  amendment  on  the  same 
grounds  that  I  objected  to  the  first  amendment. 
The  chances  are  that  this  trip  will  not  cost  any- 
thing like  $800.  The  committee  knows  enough 
not  to  be  at  all  extravagant,  and  the  motive  of 
these  amendments  is  not  so  much  to  take  care  of 
that  appropriation  as  on  account  of  the  great 
bug-a-boo  and  fear  that  we  are  going  to  make 
some  unholy  expenditures.  The  committee 
doesn't  propose  to  do  anything  of  the  kind.  They 
have  had  enough  experience  of  the  blackguard- 
ism and  so  forth  that  has  attended  excursions 
of  the  committees  of  this  city  government,  and 
they  propose  to  keep  within  bounds.  They 
know  enough  to  do  so,  and  propose  to  do  so,  and 
I  hops  no  amendments  will  prevail. 

Mr.  McNary— I  want  to  speak  on  this  matter 
tonight.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  11  has  cer- 
tainly been  misinformed.  At  the  meeting  of 
the  committee  all  the  members  were  pres- 
ent, and  all  were  in  favor  of  the  pro- 
posed trip,  and  all  expressed  their  intention 
of  going.  I  will  say  from  my  own  experience, 
and  it  will  doubtless  agree  with  the  experience 
of  others  that  no  such  information  can  be  ob- 
tained in  this  city  as  can  be  obtained  in  Brook- 
lyn and  New  York  city.  The  reason  is  this, 
that  the  city  of  Brooklyn  in  the  last  year  and  a 
half,  has  paid  three  commissioners  $5000  a  piece 
to  investigate  the  underground  systems  of  lay- 
ing wires.  They  have  four  or  five  systems  on 
trial  now,  which  are  all  considered  good  ones. 
They  have  probably  tested  one  hundred 
systems,  and  those  which  they  have  deemed 
useless  have  been  thrown  out.  The  city  of 
Brooklyn  for  four  or  five  years  has  been  making 
experiments  to  .find  out  which  is  the  best  sys- 
tem, and  has  gone  so  far  as  to  send  a  scientific 
man  to  Europe  to  examine  the  systems  prevail- 
ing in  France,  and  particularly  in  Paris.  In 
Washington  and  Philadelphia,  as  appeared  by 


the  testimony  of  the  experts  who  came  before 
the  committee  last  year,  they  have  some  excel- 
lent systems  of  laying  underground  wires.  In 
this  city  at  the  present  time  we  are  granting 
locations  to  various  corporations  to  place  wires 
underground,  and  they  are  allowed  to  use 
whatever  system  they  please,  and  tear  up  the 
streets  in  whatever  manner  they  please,  inter- 
fering with  the  gas  pipes  and  everything  else 
that  may  be  laid  m  the  street,  and  the  only  con- 
dition placed  upon  them  is  that  they  shall  place 
the  paving  back  in  good  condition.  We  are 
having  constant  annoyance  on  this  ground,  and 
complaints  are  continually  coming  to  the 
mayor  and  the  superintendent  of  paving  on  this 
account.  I  claim  that  nothing  can  be  gained 
by  any  such  policy,  and  that  it  is  nothing  but 
right  and  proper  that  we  should  investigate 
into  the  various  systems  of  laying  wires  under- 
ground in  other  cities.  I  don't  propose,  for  one, 
to  be  instrumental  in  running  up  a  large  ex- 
penditure. I  don't  propose,  if  I  can  prevent  it, 
to  have  the  contingency  hit  up  in  such  a  man- 
ner that  it  will  be  a  disgrace  to  the  city  of 
Boston.  I  don't  think  that  $800  will  be  spent  if 
there  is  no  limitation  placed  in  the  order.  If  I 
thought  that  more  than  $800  would  be  spent 
I  should  most  certainly  be  willing  to  vote 
for  the  amendment.  But  I  for  one  shall 
certainly  do  all  that  lies  in  mv  power  to 
prevent  extravagant  expenditures.  Another 
reason  why  I  do  not  think  the  amend- 
ment should  be  adopted  is  this :  The  Coun- 
cil will  probably  adjourn  next  Thursday 
evening  for  the  summer  vacation.  If  this 
amendment  is  adopted,  the  order  will  have  to 
be  returned  to  the  other  branch,  with  the  possi- 
bility of  the  amendment  not  being  adopted 
there,  and  with  the  further  possibility  of  the  or- 
der not  going  through  at  all.  If  this  matter  is  to 
be  attended  to,  I  think  it  should  be  attended  to 
immediately.  The  inquiry  in  regard  to  this 
question  of  underground  wires  was  started  in 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  a  few  weeks  ago.  The 
inquiry  was  started  by  reason  of  a  boy  being 
killed  in  Ward  12,  or  Ward  16,  while  climbing 
about  a  roof  after  a  ball.  He  fell  across  a  wire 
which  was  not  properly  insulated,  and  the  result 
was  that  it  caused  his  death.  It  was  found  on  in- 
quiry that  the  wire  was  of  the  arc  system,  con- 
taining enough  electricity  to  kill  two  or  three 
men.  If  any  occasion  arose  that  required  our 
firemen  to  go  on  to  that  roof,  there  would  very 
likely  be  two  or  three  of  them  killed,  as  this 
boy  was  killed.  I  certainly  claim  right  here 
that  this  is  not,  in  the  ordinary  sense,  a  junket, 
although  it  may  have  some  junketing  features. 
For  my  part,  I  don't  think  the  amendent  should 
be  adopted,  not  because  I  think  the  committee 
ought  to  spend  more  than  that,  for  I  think  they 
ought  to  spend  less;  but  in  view  of  the  delay 
that  such  an  amendment  would  occasion,  I 
think  it  would  be  better  for  us  to  allow 
this  order  to  go  through  without  any  such 
limit  being  imposed.  There  is  little  time  left 
for  us  to  take  action  in  this  matter,  and  I  move 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Leary— 1  agree  with  all  that  the  last 
speaker  has  said.  I  think  this  is  a  very  impor- 
tant matter  and  is  one  that  requires  immediate 
attention.  The  city  government  of  Philadel- 
phia didn't  think  much  of  sending  40  or  50  mem- 
bers herein  connection  with  an  inquiry  into  the 
workings  of  the  Meigs  elevated  railroad.  I 
think  it  the  committee  goes  on  to  the  cities  pro- 
posed and  finds  out  the  best  methods  to  be  em- 
ployed" in  the  laying  of  wires  underground,  that 
it  will  be  the  best  tiling  that  has  been  done  by 
the  City  Council  for  a  number  of  years.  Our 
streets  are  at  present  being  continually  dug  up 
to  the  detriment  of  the  interests  of  the  citizens, 
and  1  hope  the  amendment  will  be  voted  down. 

Mr.  Richards— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  15  one  question,  and  that  is, 
whether  the  systems  used  in  Brooklyn,  Phila- 
delphia, New  York  and  Washington  are  differ- 
ent systems? 

Mr.  McNary- I  believe  they  are,  yes,  sir.  As 
I  understand  it,  tne  only  system  in  use  in  this 
city  at  the  present  time  consists  of  a  metallic 
tube,  with  asphalt  interior,  in  which  wires  are 
laid.  In  some  books  that  I  have  read  on  the 
subject  I  have  found  that  the  Brooklyn  people 
have  a  system  consisting  of  a  creosoted  wooden 
box,  laid  in  the  ground  to  a  depth  of  two  feet, 
containing  a  number  of  separate  chambers.  The 
city  of  New  York  has  a  similar  system,  I  be- 
lieve, similarly  covered ;  and  in  this  city  there 
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is  being  introduced  at  the  present  time  a  system 
of  whose  value  nobody  knows,  consisting-  of  a 
box  of  sand  and  silica,  with  chambers  in  it,  like 
the  creosoted  wooden  box.  There  have  been  in 
New  York  from  100  to  150  systems,  which  have 
been  reduced  now  down  to  four  or  five  with  a 
view  towards  adopting  some  one  system. 

Sir.  Richards— One  further  question.  What 
amount  would  amply  cover  the  expense? 

Mr.  McNart— Of  that  point  1  will  not  attempt 
to  judge.  I  haven't  been  to  Washington,  al- 
though I  have  been  to  New  York,  and  I  know 
that  a  small  amount  will  cover  my  part  of  the 
expense.  I  don't  think  the  expenses  of  the 
committee  will  exceed  $800.  I,  for  my  part,  pro- 
pose not  to  be  a  party  to  any  disgraceful  ex- 
penditures if  I  can  avoid  it. 

The  main  question  was  ordered,  and  the 
amendment  was  declared  rejected.  Mr.  Frost 
doubted  the  vote,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  declared  ordered.  Tire  amend- 
ment was  adopted,  yeas  29,  nays  24: 

Yeas— Atwood,  Blume,  Chamberlain,  Cochran, 
Desmond,  Dewey,  Duggan,  Fisher,  Fowler, 
Frost,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Lattimore,  Mahoney, 
F.  Morison.  F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  J.  Murphy,  Nor- 
ton, 0'Mealey,  Perkins.  Richards,  Sanger,  Shaw, 
E.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Teevens,  Thayer, 
Tracy,  Whitmore,  Wilson — 29. 

Nays— Barry.  Carroll,  Carstensen,  Coleman, 
Connolly.  Co'yle,  Dolan,  Foss,  Gomez,  Hayes, 
Keliher,  Kelley,  Kennedy,  Leary,  McEnaney, 
McKenna,  McNary,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Perry, 
Reilley,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Tattle,  Whall 
—24. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Bowman,  Burr.  Clark, 
Davern.  Dunn,  Fottler,  J.  Gallagher,  Haggerty, 
Harrington.  Ladd,  Lauten,  Light,  J.  Murphy, 
Nunan,  C.  C.  Powers,  E.  J.  Powers,  Short,  Snow, 
Webster— 19. 

The  order  as  amended  was  passed.  Mr.  Mc- 
Nary moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

Sent  up. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN— RE- 
SUMED. 

Salary  of  Superintendent  of  Sewers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McNary  the  rale  was  sus- 
pended and  he  called  up  No.  35  on  the  calendar, 
viz. : 

Report  of  Committee  on  Sewers,  and  an 
ordinance  (approved  as  to  form  by  Committee 
on  Ordinances)  to  amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Re- 
vised Ordinances  of  1885,  so  as  to  make  the  sala- 
ry of  the  superintendent  of  sewers  §5000. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

The  ordinance  was  read  twice  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule,  moved  by  Mr.  McNary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dewey  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered  on  the  question  of  passage. 

The  ordinance  was  passed  in  aconcurrence ; 
yeas  37,  nays  16. 

Yeas — Barry,  Carroll,  Chamberlain,  Cochran, 
Coleman,  Connolly,  Davern.  Desmond,  Dolan, 
Duggan,  Fisher,  Foss,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Hayes, 
Keliher,  Kelley,  Kennedy,  Leary,  Mahoney, 
McEnaney,  McKenna,  McNary,  J.  J.  Murphy, 
W.  H.  Murphy,  Nunan,  O'Mealey,  Perry,  E.  J. 
Powers,  Reilly,  Shaw,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sulli- 
van, Sundberg,  Teevens,  Tracy,  Whall,  Whit- 
more— 37. 

Nays— Atwood,  Blame,  Coyle,  Dewey,  Fowler, 
Frost,  Lattimore.  F.  Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison, 
Norton,  Perkins,  Richards,  Sanger,  E.  Sullivan, 
Thayer,  Wilson— 16. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Bowman,  Burr,  Carsten- 
sen, Clark,  Dunn,  Fottler,  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez, 
Haggerty,  Harrington,  Ladd.  Lauten,  Light,  J. 
Murphy,  C.  C.  Powers,  Short,  Snow,  Tuttle, 
Webster— 19. 

Mr.  McNary  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 
Miscellaneous. 

11.  Order  to  charge  to  the  appropriation  for 
advertising,  the  bills  for  advertising  for  pro- 
posals for  music  for  free  concerts,  amounting  to 
S30.29. 

Passed  in  concurrence.  Mr.  Whall  moved  to 
reconsider;  lost. 

12.  Order  authorizing  the  mayor  to  select  and 
purchase  a  wharf  for  the  use  of  the  Paving  De- 
partment. / 

Passed  in  concurrence.  Mr.  Whall  moved  to 
reconsider;  lost. 

13.  Orders  to  pay  the  directors  of  the  East 
Boston  ferries  $25  from  the  Fourth  of  July  ap- 
propriation, and  requesting  said  directors  to 
accept  the  same  in  lieu  of  tolls  on  the  Fourth  of 


July,  and  to  run  the  ferries  free  on  that  day, 
the  auditor  to  make  the  necessary  entries. 

Mr.  Frost— I  should  like  to  ask  if  this  is  the 
accustomed  order? 

The  President— Yes,  sir. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence.  Mr. 
Frost  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

Robert  E.  Lee  Camp. 

14.  Order  requesting  the  mayor  to  extend  the 
hospitalities  of  the  city  to  Robert  E.  Lee  Camp  of 
Confederate  Veterans  and  the  distinguished 
citizens  of  Virginia  who  will  acccompany  said 
body  on  the  occasion  of  their  visit  to  this  city 
the  present  month. 

The  question  was  on  second  reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  suppose  that  order  might 
as  well  be  postponed,  inasmuch  as  those  distin- 
guished guests  can  hardly  come  back  again 
during  the  present  month.  I  suppose  its  passage 
would  be  a  mere  matter  of  form  unless  it  is  to 
legalize  some  expenditures.  1  move  to  in- 
definitely postpone  the  order,  as  it  is  unneces- 
sary. 

Mr.  Whall— I  should  object  to  having  the 
order  indefinitely  .postponed,  because  to  those 
who  will  read  our  record  in  after  days  it  may 
look  as  though  the  Common  Council  of  the  city 
of  Boston  was  guilty  of  a  discourtesy  to  those 
who  were  our  visitors.  I  believe  the  order  is  of 
no  particular  avail  unless  it  is  to  legalize  cer- 
tain expenditures  already  incurred.  At  any 
rate,  if  it  is  necessary  for  that  purpose,  it  fur- 
nishes a  reason  why  we  should  complete  the 
legislation.  Even  if  it  is  not  necessary  for  that 
reason,  I  think  it  is  proper  to  be  passed,  so  as  to 
fill  out  the  record.  1  do  not  believe  it  should  be 
indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  do  not  think  this  Council 
ought  to  pass  its  orders  with  reference  to  the 
ignorant  portion  of  the  community.  For  if  any- 
body is  so  ignorant  as  to  suppose  that  because  an 
order  is  no  longer  operative,  or  was  not  neces- 
sary and  was  indefinitely  postponed,  it  would  be 
discourtesy,  we  would  have  no  occasion  to  cast 
many  votes.  We  have  done  just  this  thing  re- 
peatedly, after  a  certain  time  had  passed  by  and 
there  was  no  occasion  for  such  an  order.  As  I 
understand  it  would  have  no  effect  whatever 
and  would  legalize  no  expenditure,  because  the 
only  requisition  would  come  from  His  Honor 
the  Mayor,  who  has  full  charge  of  the  appro- 
priation. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  trust  the  order  will  not  be 
indefinitely  postponed  because,  although  the 
members  of  Robert  E.  Lee  Post  have  gone  back 
to  their  hornes.still  I  think  it  would  be  a  source  of 
gratification  to  them  to  know  that  the  Common 
Council  of  Boston  passed  such  an  order.  The 
Board  of  Aldermen  have  passed  the  order  and 
it  will  be  no  more  than  courteous  for  us  to  vote 
in  favor  of  it.  Although  we  cannot  offer  any 
courtesies  to  them,  and  although  it  is,  as  the 
gentleman  from  AVard  12  suggested,  something 
like  a  dead  order,  I  think  we  could  cast  one  little 
flower  upon  the  dead  order  to  show  that  the 
members  of  the  Common  Council  of  the  city  of 
Boston  had  some  sentiments  concerning  this 
matter. 

The  motiou  to  indefinitely  postpone  was  lost. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading, 
read  a  second  time  and  passed  in  concurrence. 
Mr.  R.  Sullivan  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

Bridges. 

15.  Order  for  an  agreement  with  the  New  York 
&  New  England  Riilroad  Company  for  the  re- 
building of  the  railroad  bridge  over  Quincy 
street,  the  expense  to  be  equally  divided  be- 
tween the  city  and  said  railroad  company. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McNary,  to  the 
Committee  on  Bridge. 

16.  Order  to  allow  for  payment  the  salary  of 
the  additional  engineer  of  Broadway  bridge, 
from  May  2,  the  date  of  his  appointment,  under 
the  ordinance  approved  March  7, 1887. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Mr. 
Leary  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

17.  Order  to  transfer  the  balance  of  the  appro- 
priation for  Albany-street  bridge,  when  com- 
pleted, to  the  appropriation  for  bridges,  to  be 
expended  in  the  care  and  repair  of  culverts  and 
bridges. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  refer  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

Mr.  Leary— I  hope  that  no  such  reference  will 
be  made.  I  would  not  object  to  the  reference  if 
it  was  not  so  near  the  summer  vacation.    The 
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object  of  this  transfer,  as  I  understand,  is  to  re- 
pair and  put  in  proper  condition  certain  small 
bridges,  which,  when  the  appropriation  was 
originally  made,  were  not  in  the  care  of  the 
Bridge  Department;  but  since  then  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  have,  in  their  wisdom, 
transferred  them  to  the  charge  of  the  super- 
intendent of  bridges,  which  necessitates  an 
extra  expense  to  the  department.  They  also 
have  certain  alterations  to  be  done,  and  various 
other  things  in  the  way  of  repairs,  all  of  which 
need  to  be  done  during  the  summer  vacation.  If 
the  order  went  to  the  Committee  on  Finance 
they  would  certainly  recommend  its  passage, 
and  the  reference  will  be  only  the  cause  of  de- 
lay. If  it  wasn't  for  the  urgent  necessity  of  the 
work  I  Would  not  object  to  the  reference.  I  hope 
it  will  not  be  referred. 

Mr.  Whail- The  reason  I  make  the  motion  is 
that  this  appropriation  will  not  be  available  for 
the  bridge  department  until  the  Albany  street 
bridge  is  completed.  Not  one  dollar  of  this 
money  can  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
care  ol  these  culverts  and  bridges  until  the  Al- 
bany street  bridge  is  completed.  I  do  not  know 
whether  that  bridge  is  completed.  If  it  is,  then 
the  wording  of  the  order  is  misleading.  But  if 
the  Finance  Committee  is  fer  anything  it  is  to 
find  out  how  large  a  balance  is  going  to  be  left 
after  the  bridge  is  completed,  and  whether  or 
not  it  is  too  large  or  too  small  for  the  purpose 
intended.  I  make  the  point  of  order  that  under 
the  rule  this  order  must  go  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  rule  the  point 
of  order  well  taken. 

Mr.  Leary— I  move  to  suspend  Joint  Rule  15. 
I  wish  to  say  one  word  in  connection  with  the 
building  of  Albany-street  bridge.  Under  the 
agreement  it  was  to  have  been  completed  some 
time  ago.  It  is  not  quite  finished  but  will  be  in 
a  short  time — perhaps  in  two  weeks  from  now. 
My  objection  to  the  reference  is  all  on  account 
of  the  dread  of  delay  in  this  work  during  the 
summer  vacation.  I  know  that  if  this  matter 
went  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  they  would 
recommend  it  and  I  believe  that  the  reference 
will  only  cause  delay  in  the  work.  If  they  have 
to  wait  until  September  they  cannot  alter  these 
small  bridges  nor  repair  these  culverts,  because 
there  is  no  money  appropriated  for  it. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  was  lost.  Mr. 
Leary  doubted  the  vote  and  the  Council  was  di- 
vided, 12  in  favor,  12  against,  and  the  motion 
was  declared  lost.  Mr.  Leary  doubted  the  vote 
and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  the 
Council  refused  to  order. 

The  President— The  order  will  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Miscellaneous. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Fowler,  it  was  voted  that 
the  question  on  the  acceptance  of  the  reports  in 
Nos.  18  to  23,  inclusive,  be  taken  together,  viz. : 

18.  Report  of  Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  and 
order  authorizing  the  superintendent  of  Com- 
mon, etc.,  to  obtain  the  use  of  a  tract  of  land  in 
Brighton  for  a  playground,  at  an  expense  not 
exceeding  $200. 

19.  Report  of  Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  on 
petition  of  John  E.  Blakemore  and  others,  and 
order  (as  amended)  authorizing  the  superinten- 
dent of  Common,  etc.,  to  obtain  the  use  of  a 
tract  of  land  in  Roslindale  for  a  playground,  at 
an  expense  not  exceeding  $150. 

20.  Report  of  Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  and 
order  (new  draft)  authorizing  the  superinten- 
dent of  Common,  etc.,  to  cause  the  music  stand 
on  the  Common  to  be  painted  and  repaired,  at 
an  expense  not  exceeding  $300. 

21.  Report  of  Committee  on  Police  in  favor  of 
the  passage  of  the  ordinance  (approved  as  t6 
form  by  theCommittee  on  Ordinances)  to  amend 
Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1885,  in 
Section  1,  so  as  to  make  the  salary  of  the  chief 
inspector  of  police  $2500. 

22.  Report  of  Committee  on  Police  in  favor  of 
the  passage  of  the  ordinance  (approved  as  to 
form  by  the  Committee,  on  Ordinances)  to  amend 
Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1885,  by 
striking  out  the  clause  in  Section  1  relating  to 
the  salary  of  the  inspector  of  pawnbrokers. 

23.  Report  of  Committee  on  Ordinances,  and 
an  ordinance  concerning  the  trustees  of  Mount 
Hope  Cemetery,  regarding  the  appointment  of 
secretary,  and  making  his  salary  $500  per  an- 
num. 

The  reports  were  accepted  in  concurrence. 


The  order  in  No.  18  was  read  twice  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rule,  moved  by  Mr.  Fowler, 
and  passed  in  concurrence.  Mr.  Fowler  moved 
to  reconsider ;  lost. 

The  order  in  No.  19  was  read  twice  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rule,  moved  by  Mr.  Atwood, 
and  passed  in  concurrence.  Mr.  Atwood  moved 
to  reconsider ;  lost. 

The  order  in  No.  20  was  read  twice  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rule,  moved  by  Mr.  Frost,  and 
under  a  suspension  of  Joint  Rule  14,  put  upon 
its  passage. 

Mr.  Sanger— Will  some  member  of  the  com- 
mittee tell  us  just  what  repairs  are  to  be  made 
on  this  band  stand?  I  had  occasion  to  look  at  it 
yesterday,  and  it  appeared  to  me  to  be  in  pretty 
good  condition,  although  I  am  not  an  expert  in 
band  stands  and  do  not  know  about  the  necessi- 
ty for  the  repairs. 

The  order  was  declared  passed. 

Mr.  Atwood  moved  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  Sanger— I  am  informed  by  the  gentleman 
from  "Ward  14  that  the  underpinning  is  a  little 
unsound.  I  think  that  may  be  so,  but  it  seems 
to  me  that  $300  is  a  large  sum  for  repairing  the 
underpinning  of  a  band  stand  as  small  as  that 
is. 

Mr.  Whall-I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
there  is  no  motion  before  the  house. 

The  President — The  question  is  upon  recon- 
sideration. The  Chair  understands  that  the 
gentleman  is  speaking  to  that  motion.  The 
point  of  order  is  not  well  taken. 

Mr.  Sanger— If  there  are  other  repairs  to  be 
made  besides  the  underpinning,  it  might  be  well 
to  appropriate  this  sum ;  but  it  struck  me  that 
the  amount  was  very  large  for  repairs  on  a  band 
stand,  with  the  size  of  winch  every  gentleman 
in  this  hall  is  familiar. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost. 

The  ordinance  in  No.  21  was  read  twice  under 
a  suspension  of  the  rule,  moved  by  Mr.  Whall 
and  passed  in  concurrence.  Mr.  Whall  moved 
to  reconsider ;  lost. 

The  ordinance  in  No.  22  was  read  twice  under 
a  supension  of  the  rule,  moved  by  Mr.  Whall 
and  passed  in  concurrence.  Mr.  Whall  moved 
to  reconsider ;  lost. 

The  ordinance  in  No.  23  was  read  twice  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rule,  moved  by  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain and  passed  in  concurrence.  Mr.  Whitmore 
moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

TJie  Official  Report. 

24.  Order  for  Committee  on  Printing  to  con- 
tinue the  present  contracts  for  reporting  and 
printing  the  proceedings  of  the  City  Council 
till  otherwise  ordered. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  the  order  was 
amended  by  striking  out  the  words  "and  print- 
ing." 

As  amended  the  order  was  read  a  second  time 
and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Fowler— Before  that  order  is  passed  I 
would  like  to  know  the  effect  of  that  amend- 
ment. It  seems  to  me  that  it  will  prevent  the 
printing  of  our  proceedings  at  all. 

Mr.  Whitmore— This  order,  as  I  understand 
it,  has  not  been  to  a  committee  at  all.  It  comes 
down  to  us  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  if 
we  pass  it  without  the  amendment  we  would 
commit  ourselves  positively  to  continuing  the 
printing  of  the  proceedings  in  the  Daily  Evening 
Traveller.  I  believe  that  further  on  there  is  an 
order  for  the  Committee  on  Printing  to  adver- 
tise for  proposals  for  printing  the  proceedings 
for  the  ensuing  year.  In  this  order  I  see  two 
distinct  things  provided  for:  one  is  for  the  com- 
mittee to  arrange  for  the  reporting;  another  is 
for  the  committee  to  arrange  for  the  printing. 
It  is  perfectly  right  and  proper  that  we  should 
have  the  reports  made,  and  by  the  same  stenog- 
raphers who  now  do  it.  We  shall  probably  not 
have  more  than  one  meeting  after  this— possibly 
two.  The  necessity  for  the  publication  of  the 
proceedings  is  a  matter  which  will  not  concern 
the  Council  for  the  next  oo  days.  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  have  taken  advan- 
tage of  the  present  state  of  affairs  and  tried  to 
crowd  the  Council  into  a  position  where  they 
must  in  a  hurry  make  up  their  minds  to  renew  the 
contract  with  the  Daily  Evening  Trureller,  which 
may  or  may  not  be  lor  the  advantage  of  the  city. 
It  seems  to  me  only  right  and  proper  that  we 
should  arrange  to  continue  the  reporting  of  the 
proceedings,  because  if  the  stenographer  takes 
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them  down  they  can  be  printed  hereafter  in 
any  way  that  we  decide,  or  in  fact  we  will  not 
at  all  be  bound  by  the  action  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen.  I  understand,  of  course,  that  it  is 
fully  competent  for  us  to  have  our  proceedings 
printed  in  any  newspaper,  without  regard  to 
whether  the  Board  of  Aldermen  do  it  or  not ; 
and  although  we  do  not  anticipate  any  such 
division,  we  ought  to  have  that  right  if  we  see 
fit  to  exercise  it.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  by  passing  this  order  without  re- 
ferring it  to  the  Committee  on  Printing,  have 
endeavored  to  crowd  us.  Further  down  on  the 
calendar  there  is  an  order  for  the  committee  to 
advertise  for  proposals  for  printing  the  pro- 
ceedings for  the  next  year.  As  I  have  said,  this 
order  affects  not  more  than  one  meeting,  and 
certainly  not  more  than  two,  of  the  Common 
Council. 

Mr. Sanger— If  the  gentleman  had  gone  a  trifle 
further  I  think  he  would  have,  perhaps,  cleared 
up  certain  matters  which  it  seems  to  me  are 
extremely  necessary  to  be  cleared  up.  The  first 
order  is  for  the  reporting  and  printing.  I  sup- 
posed that  that  had  reference  to  printing  in  the 
Traveller  until  otherwise  ordered,  so  that  the 
proceedings  of  this  meeting  and  the  next  meet- 
ing might  be  printed  in  the  Traveller,  as  the 
contract  with  that  paper  ceases  on  the  1st  of 
July.  As  the  order  is  worded,  until  otherwise 
ordered,  it  seems  to  me  it  removes  the  objec- 
tions which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  might 
have  to  the  order.  The  other  order  to  advertise 
for  proposals  must  necessarily  take  some  time 
to  be  complied  with,  and  for  that  reason  we 
might  not  have  a  report  of  our  interesting  pro- 
ceedings for  the  next  two  weeks. 

Upon  request  of  Mr.  Whitmore  the  clerk  read 
the  order  as  amended. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  gentleman  will  see  that 
the  order  does  not  say  "authorized,"  but  that 
the  committee  are  "instructed."  It  we  pass  the 
order  as  it  came  down  to  us  the  committee 
must  make  a  bargain  with  the  Evening  Travel- 
ler, and  that  may  interfere  with  the  other  or- 
der which  comes  later  on  the  programme,  be- 
cause after  we  have  made  the  temporary  con- 
tract all  the  Board  of  Aldermen  will  have  to  do 
is  to  sit  still  and  do  nothing,  and  we  should  be 
obliged  to  continue  the  publication  in  the 
Traveller  during  the  entire  year.  I  say  this  or- 
der is  inconsistent  with  the  one  directing  the 
committee  to  advertise  for  proposals.  This 
shows  me  most  decidedly  that  the  matter 
should  have  gone  to  the  Committee  on  Print- 
tng  before  the  order  was  passed.  If  the 
gentleman  will  move  to  strike  out  "instructed" 
and  put  in  "authorized,"  then  he  will  offer  the 
easiest  way  out  of  it.  If  there  is  any  trouble 
about  publishing  the  proceedings  of  the  Coun- 
cil after  the  next  session  there  is  no  question  but 
that  the  Committee  on  Printing  can  have  a  few 
pages  printed  to  file  on  record  as  we  have  them 
now.  And  if  we  should  make  any  arrangement 
with  any  other  newspaper  they  will  of  course  be 
very  glad  to  print  the  proceedings  of  any  meet- 
ings which  are  necessary  to  fill  out  the  records. 
I  object  to  the  form  in  which  the  order  came 
down,  without  reference  to  a  committee,  in  that 
it  gives  us  no  time  for  consideration,  and  if 
passed  in  the  form  in  which  it  came  down  there 
is  no  possibility  of  making  any  change  from  the 
Traveller  to  any  other  paper,  or  any  change  in 
the  present  arrangement  for  publication,  unless 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  chose  to  consent  to  it. 
1  do  not  think  we  should  be  put  in  that  box. 

Mr.  Whall— I  am  very  glad  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  11  in  making  his  speech  gives  utter- 
ance to  remarks  that  were  entirely  applicable 
before  the  amendment  was  carried.  We  have 
already  decided  tonight  that  we  do  not  want  to 
continue  the  printing  of  our  proceedings  in  the 
way  in  which  they  have  been  printed  un- 
til we  see  about  it.  We  have  already 
decided  that.  Now  the  plain  question  that 
comes  before  the  Council  is  this:  Shall  we 
pass  the  order  as  amended  or  shall  we  do  noth- 
ing? If  we  do  nothing  we  shall  have  the  pro- 
ceedings neither  reported  nor  published.  If 
we  pass  the  order  as  amended  we  shall  have  the 
proceedings  reported  and  shall  have  the  re- 
porter's notes  ready  to  be  put  in  type  as/soon  as 
the  wisdom  of  the  Committee  on  Printing  shall 
have  evolved  a  plan  that  will  commend  it- 
self to  the  City  Council.  It  seems  to  me 
that  is  a  business  way  of  going  about  it. 
If  we  intend  to  publish  our  speeches  in 
the   future   it   seems    to    me    we   had    better 


now  arrange  for  the  reporting  and  the  tran- 
script of  the  reporter's  notes  can  wait  until  we 
adopt  some  definite  plan  for  their  publication.  I 
sincerely  think  it  would  be  well  for  the  commit- 
tee to  deliberate  upon  the  method  of  publication 
I  am  myself  opposed  to  continuing  the  publica- 
tion in  the  Traveller,  I  hear  it  asserted  on 
good  authority,  and  I  believe  it  is  correct,  that 
the  Traveller  issues  simply  a  city  government 
supplement;  that  these  supplements  do  not  go 
with  every  copy  of  their  paper  that  is  published, 
and  that  it  is  simply  an  extra  or  particular  edi- 
tion. At  any  rate,  their  method  of  publication 
is  such  that  some  of  us,  who  have  constituents 
desiring  to  ponder  over  the  words  of  wisdom  we 
pour  forth,  are  put  to  the  trouble  and  expense 
of  buying  it  and  other  cargoes  for  a  wreek.  I 
know  gentlemen  who  had  the  honor  of  being 
members  of  this  Council  who  have  been  paying 
tribute  to  the  Traveller  to  the  extent  of  about 
nine  cents  a  week.  They  buy  the  Traveller  on 
Friday;  no  city  government.  They  buy  it  on 
Saturday ;  no  city  government.  They  buy  it  on 
Monday :  no  city  government.  In  their  dismay 
and  probably  to  their  chagrin,  they  had  ex- 
pended nine  cents  without  any  return,  because 
all  of  us  will  admit  that  there  is  nothing  in 
the  Traveller  worth  yetting  except  the  City 
Council  proceedings,  And  these  gentleman 
came  to  their  representative  and  were  informed 
by  him  that  that  supplement  was  issued  on  Fri- 
day, because  the  member  of  the  Council  had  re- 
ceived the  paper  in  his  mail;  but  the  reading 
public  had  not  seen  it  in  the  Traveller  at  all.  But 
I  do  not  wish  any  remarks  I  make  against  the 
Traveller  to  influence  any  gentleman  in  casting 
his  vote  tonight.  It  is  merely  a  matter  of  busi- 
ness. Under  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  we  come  now  to  either  of  these 
two  propositions;  we  must  either  stop  this 
whole  business,  which  I  would  thank  God  if  we 
did  do,  or  we  must  make  some  provision  by 
which,  when  we  do  decide  upon  the  proper 
mode  of  publication  we  will  have,  the  notes  of 
speeches  which  have  been  made  pending  our 
decision  ready  for  publication.  Now  that  we 
have  adopted  the  amendment  postponing  action 
upon  the  publication,  I  think  it  is  only  the  part 
of  wisdom  if  we  contemplate  publishing  the 
proceedings  in  the  future  to  see  to  it  that  our 
valuable  speeches  are  preserved  for  the  edifica- 
tion and  enlightenment  of  posterity. 

The  order  as  amended  was  passed.  Mr.  AVhit- 
rnore  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

FOURTH  OF  JULY. 

Mr.  Carroll  moved  to  suspend  the  rule,  to 
enable  him  to  offer  an  order  that  the  members 
of  the  Common  Council  be  provided  with  car- 
riages on  the  celebration  of  Independence  day, 
4th  of  July,  the  expense  attending  the  same  to 
be  charged  to  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Com- 
mon Council. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Carroll  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 
that  the  order  might  take  its  second  reading  at 
the  present  time. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  the  order  was  read  a 
second  time  and  the  question ,  came  on  its 
passage. 

Mr.  Sanger— Just  what  are  these  carriages 
for?  Will  Mr.  Carroll  inform  me?  Are  they 
for  morning  or  night? 

Mr.  Carroll— My  idea  in  offering  this  order 
was  this.  There  are  many  of  the  members  who 
wish  to  go  from  City  Point  to  Jamaica  Pond, 
where  they  have  friends  engaged  in  the  games. 
Still  others  wish  to  go  to  the  athletic  games  on 
the  Common,  or  to  the  hurling  games,  or  what- 
ever there  may  be  there.  For  these  various 
reasons,  and  in  justice  to  those  members,  it  was 
suggested  that  such  an  order  as  this  ought  to  be 
passed.  I  think  it  is  a  very  good  order  and 
should  bej>assed. 

Mr.  Wilson— It  seems  to  me  that  is  a  new 
order.  I  don't  recollect  of  any  such  order 
last  year,  and  never  heard  of  any  order  of  that 
kind  ever  being  presented  in  the  City  Council. 
It  seems  to  me  to  be  an  innovation,  and  an  un- 
wise innovation.  We  can  all  get  to  other  parts 
of  the  city  in  other  conveyances  and  not  have 
to  ride  at  the  public  expense,  and  I  trust  this 
ordeuwill  not  be  passed. 

Mr.  Richards— I  would  ask  the  mover  of  the 
order  if  he  has  computed  the  amount  it  would 
cost  the  city  of  Boston  to  carry  the  plan  out,  and 
what  the  amount  is. 
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Mr.  Frost— I  don't  remember  that  this  order 
was  passed  last  year,  and  I  don't  see  any  reason 
why  we  should  incur  so  large  an  expense  as  this 
will  be-likely  to  saddle  on  the  city  of  Boston. 
The  conveniences  are  so  great,  at  the  present 
time,  for  conveyance  from  one  point  to  another 
in  the  city,  that  1  think  it  is  hardly  wise  for  us 
to  pass  such  an  order.  I  hope  the  order  will  not 
pass. 

Mr.  Carroll— The  gentleman  asked  me  if  I 
had  computed  the  cost.  I  have  not,  but  I  would 
say  this,  what  while  some  members  of  the 
Council  would  like  a  carriage  on  that  morning, 
others  probably  will  not.  Then  as  to  the  ques- 
tion of  other  conveyances,— how  many  persons 
could  get  on  to  a  car  in  the  morning,  going 
from  South  Boston  Point  to  Jamaica  pond  and 
get  any  convenience  whatever?  They  would 
either  be  crushed,  or  else  they  would  have  to 
stand  up.  On  such  a  day  as  the  4th  of  July 
there  would  not  be  found  a  car  in  the  city, 
especially  going  to  any  point  where  it  was  in- 
tended to  have  a  celebration, Ithat  would  not  he 
crowded.  For  these,  and  various  other  reas- 
sons,  I  have  offered  this  order.  I  think  it  is  a 
good  order.  Because  everv  member  may  not 
wish  to  ride  is  no  reason  why  those  who  do  wish 
to  ride  should  not  be  provided  with  car- 
riages. 

Mr.  Blume— I  have  been  a  member  of  this 
body  for  five  years  and  I  have  never  before 
known  such  an  order  to  be  introduced  into  this 
Council.  I  believe  it  is  unprecedented  in  the 
history  of  this  body.  It  seems  to  me  that  it 
might  be  th  )  means  of  spending  $500,  $600  or 
$800  from  the  city  treasury.  I  say  if  any  gentle- 
man wants  to  go  from  South  Boston  Point  to  Ja- 
maica pond  letjiim  find  his  conveyance,  and  not 
have  the  city  pay  these  extravagant  charges.  I 
know  that  some  gentlemen  of  the  Council  will 
not  take  advantage  of  the  order,  but  a  great 
many  will,  and  the  city  may  have  to  pay  for 
sixty  carriages,  at  ten  dollars  a  piece,  and  per- 
haps more.  I  hope  no  such  order  will  pass. 
It  is  unheard  of,  hi  my  experience,  and  I  think 
in  the  experience  of  any  member  of  the  City 
Council. 

The  order  was  declared  rejected.  Mr.  Carroll 
doubted  the  vote ;  a  rising  vote  was  taken,  and 
the  order  was  declared  rejected,  11  members  vot- 
ing in  the  affirmative,  15  in  the  negative.  Mr. 
Carroll  again  doubted  the  vote,  and  asked  for  a 
verification  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Leary— I  hope  that  the  members  who 
vote  against  this  order  will  not  use  carriages.  I 
believe  that  those  who  vote  against  an  order  of 
this  kind  ought  not  to  use  a  carriage  on  that  day. 
It  is  nothing  but  common  justice. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  declared  ordered.  Mir. 
Fowler  doubted  the  vote. 

Mr.  Leary— Is  it  hi  order  to  otter  an  amend- 
ment at  this  time. 

The  President— Not  at  this  time. 

Arising  vote  was  taken  to  solve  the  doubt, 
and  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  14 members 
voting  in  the  affirmative,  15  in  the  negative. 

The  roll  was  called  on  the  passage  of  the  order, 
but  before  the  result  was  announced  Mr.  Fiost 
raised  the  point  of  order  that  there  was  no  quo- 
rum present.  The  president  ruled  the  point  of 
order  not  well  taken. 

The  order  was  passed ;  yeas  23,  nays  21 : 

Yeas— Carroll,  Coleman,  ('Connolly,  Dolan, 
Duggan,  Foss,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Hayes, 
Kennedy,  Mahoney,  McEnaney,  McNary,  J-  J. 
Murphy,  W  H.  Murphy,  Nunan.  Perry,  J.  H. 
Sullivan.  R.Sullivan,  Sundberg, Teevens, Tracy, 
"W  hall— 23. 

Nays— Atwood,  Barry,  Blume,  Chamberlain, 
Cochran,  Dewey,  Fisher,  Fowler,  Frost,  Latti- 
more,  F.  Morison.  F.  R.  Morrison.  Norton, 
O'Mealey,  Perkins,  Richards,  Sanger.  Shaw,  E. 
Sullivan.  Tliaver,  Wilson— 21. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Bowman,  Burr.  Carsten- 
sen,  Clark,  Coyle,  Davern.  Desmond,  Dunn, 
Fottler,  J.  Gallagher,  Haggerty,  Harrington, 
Keliher,  Kelley,  Ladd.  Lauten,  Leary,  Light, 
McKenua.  J.  Murphy,  C.  C.  Powers,  E.  J. 
Powers.  Reilly.  Short,  Snow,  Tuttle,  Webster, 
Whitmore— 28. 

Mr.  Carroll  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

Police  Signal  System. 
25.  Order  to  allow  and  pay  the  requisitions  of 
the  Board  of  Police  drawn  on  account  of  the  in- 
troduction and  maintenance  of  an  electric  signal 
and  telephone  system  in  accordance  with  Chap. 
325,  Acts  of  1887. 


Mr.  Whall— That  whole  matter  is  before  the 
Finance  Committee. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  rule  that  that 
order  goes  to  the  Finance  Committee  under  the 
rule. 

The  Official  Report. 

26.  Order  for  Committee  on  Printing  to  adver- 
tise for  proposals  for  publishing  the  proceedings 
of  the  City  Council  for  the  ensuing  year,  after 
the  expiration  of  the  present  contract. 

Passed  in  concurrence.  Mr.  Whall  moved  to 
reconsider;  lost. 

Miscellaneous. 

27.  Order  for  Committee  on  Underground 
Wires  in  their  inspection  trip  to  ascertain, where 
wires  are  above  ground,  what  percentage  of 
them  are  not  used.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

28.  Order  authorizing  the  trustees  of  Mt.  Hope 
Cemetery  to  expend  $2000  for  removal  of  gravel 
from  land  on  Berry  street,  Ward  23,  purchased 
for  said  cemetery. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  put  upon  its  pas- 
sage. 

Mr.  Atwood— I  would  like  to  ask  for  some  in- 
formation upon  this  order  before  it  is  passed. 

Mr.  Whall— In  the  Supplemental  Appropria- 
tion bill  we  appropriated  $2000  for  this  purpose. 
The  object  of  this  order  is  to  allow  the  trustees 
to  draw  from  the  appropriation.  I  do  not  sup- 
pose the  gentleman  desires  me  to  go  into  the 
merits  of  the  question  except  to  say  that  if  we 
do  not  take  any  gravel  from  that  bank  before 
the  1st  of  September  we  forfeit  all  our  rights 
there. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence.  Mr. 
Whall  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost 

29.  Order  for  the  mayor,  in  behalf  of  the  city, 
to  execute  an  indenture  with  the  Boston  &  Al- 
bany Railroad  Company,  whereby  the  city  shall 
agree  to  construct  a  bridge  over  the  location  of 
said  railroad  in  Cambridge  street,  Allston,  the 
railroad  company  to  pay  the  city  $40,000,  convey 
certain  land,  etc. 

The  President — This  order  goes  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  under  the  rule. 

Fourth  Assistant  Messenger. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Fowler  the  question  on   the 
acceptance  of  the  reports  in  Nos.  30  to  34  inclu- 
sive was  taken  on  all  together,  and  the  reports 
were  accepted. 

30.  Report  of  Committee  on  Contingent  Ex- 
penses (joint)  that  the  ordinance  to  amend 
Chapter  11  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1885,  so 
as  to  provide  for  a  fourth  assistant  messenger, 
ought  to  pass. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  the  ordinance 
was  read  twice,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 
and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Sanger — I  wish  some  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Contingent  Expenses  would  tell 
us  what  necessity  there  is  for  the  employment 
of  a  fourth  assistant  messenger. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Although  I  am  not  a  member 
of  that  committee  I  suppose  I  can  express  my 
opinion  on  the  matter,  and  that  opinion  is  that 
the  work  in  the  city  messenger's  department 
increases  from  year  to  year.  There  has  been  no 
increase  in  the  number  of  assistants  lot  the  last 
eight  years,  and  today  for  the  work  which  he  is  < 
expected  to  do  lie  has  sometimes  to  call  upon 
men  who  are  really  employed  lor  other  purposes 
about  the  hall.  The  gentleman  knows  perfectly 
well,  having  been  here  for  several  years,  that 
the  demands  on  that  office  are  large  and  in- 
creasing. Members  go  to  that  department 
and  want  things  done  that  are  perfectly 
right  and  proper,  and  it  takes  time^to  do  them. 
The  messenger's  present  assistants,  I  know, 
are  careful,  faithful  and  painstaking  and  do 
their  work  as  well  as  they  can,  but  any  one  who 
has  anything  at  all  to  do  about  City  Hall  natu- 
rally gravitates  into  the  City  Messenger's  De- 
partment to  ask  questions,  to  ask  for  documents 
and  to  he  informed  where  committees  are,  and 
everything  of  the  kind.  I  am  convinced  myself, 
sir,  that  there  has  been,  within  the  last  two  or 
three  years,  a  very  considerable  increase,  cer- 
tainly 25  per  cent,  in  the  amount  of  work  done 
in  that  office.  This  officer,  we  must  remember, 
is  our  own  officer,  the  department  is  in  charge 
of  our  own  committee,  and  if  the  Committee  on 
Contingent  Expenses,  having  looked  into  the 
matter,  have  recommended  it,  I  am,  for  one, 
perfectly  willing  to  follow  out  their  recommen- 
dation. I  have  observed,  in  going  in  and  about 
the  hall,  that  there  are  certain  periods  of  the 
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year  when  the  messengers  are  overworked,  and 
I  see  messenger  boys  sent  for,  and  I  have  seen 
certain  men  employed  in  connection  with  the 
care  of  the  hall  summoned  in  to  do  these  things. 
I  for  one,  sir,  am  perfectly  well  convinced  that 
the  Committee  on  Contingent  Expenses  have 
looked  into  the  matter  and  have  good  and  solid 
grounds  for  the  recommendation  they  make. 
This  is  not  a  large  matter,  but  I  think  it  is  a 
matter  that  should  he  acted  on  decidedly. 

Mr.  Saxger — It  is  not  pleasant  or  agreeable  to 
me  to  oppose  this  ordinance.  But  I  have  felt 
for  the  last  two  months,  as  I  have  heard  the 
matter  of  the  appointment  of  a  fourth  assistant 
messenger  discussed  in  City  Hal],  and  reports  to 
the  effect,  that  a  man  had  been  selected  who 
wanted  the  job,  and  that  the  office  was  created 
for  that  purpose,  that  we  should  not  take  any 
such  action  as  is  proposed.  I  must  at  this  time  . 
express  my  appreciation  of  the  very  kind  and 
civil  treatment  I  have  received  at  the  hands  of 
the  city  messenger  and  his  assistants,  but  1  must 
say —although  being  with  the  minority  I  do  not 
have  occasion  to  come  to  City  Hall  so  often  as 
certain  other  members  of  this  body— that  I  have 
had  the  idea,  based  upou  a  pretty  thorough  in- 
sight into  the  affairs  of  City  Hall,  so  far  as  I 
have  had  the  opportunity  to  examine  into  them, 
that  there  were  times  during  the  year  when  the 
three  assistant  messengers,  perhaps,  had  more 
than  they  could  do.  But  they  have  a  long  vaca- 
tion in  the  summer,  and  there  are  other  times 
during  the  year  when  they  are  not  overworked, 
and  when  their  work  is  verjT  light.  Perhaps  I 
may  be  in  error,  but  such  is  my  helief.  Recog- 
nizing the  fact  that  they  are  faithful  officials 
the  first  thing  the  Council  did  last  year  was  to 
increase  their  salaries.  The  argument  was 
made  that  they  were  our  own  officers, 
and  if  my  memory  serves  me  aright  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  10,  absent  tonight,  was  the 
only  person  objecting  to  the  increase.  Believ- 
ing at  that  time  that  those  officials  were  hard- 
worked,  and  that  they  were  entitled  to  an  in- 
crease of  salary,  we  who  were  in  the  minority 
in  the  Council  at  that  time  gladly  acquiesced  in 
the  increase.  We  supposed  that  the  increase 
would,  perhaps,  be  an  incentive  to  them 
to  work  willingly.  The  gentleman  trom 
Ward  12  has  stated  that  it  has  been  neces- 
sary for  them  to  send  for  messenger  boys. 
Such  is  probably  the  case  at  certain  times, 
but  it  is  only  within  a  short  time  that  I 
have  heard  that  there  was  any  demand  for  a 
fourth  assistant  messenger.  If  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12,  with  his  experience  in  City  Hall, 
says  that  the  business  of  the  city  messenger's 
office  is  such  that  a  fourth  assistant  is  necessary, 
I  will  gladly  accept  his  statement  and  vote  for 
the  order.  But  I  do  not  understand  him  to  go 
so  far  as  that.  I  believe,  and  I  think  that  the 
gentlemen  in  the  majority  as  well  as  those  in 
the  minority,  in  this  ehamber.believe  that  there 
is  no  necessity  for  the  appointment  of  a  fourth 
assistant  messenger,  and  for  that  reason  I  shall 
vote  against  the  passage  of  the  ordinance. 

Mr.  Fowler — I  am  opposed,  sir,  to  extrava- 
gance, in  any  way,  shape  or  manner.  I  am  also 
opposed  to  increasing,  unnecessarily,  the  force 
of  any  department.  But  I  have  in  my  many 
visits  to  City  Hall— not  so  frequent,  perhaps,  as 
those  of  many  other  members  of  this  body- 
been  struck  with  the  fact  that  there  is 
no  officer  in  City  Hall  who  discharges  his 
duty  more  faithfully,  more  thoroughly,  more 
civilly,  more  politely,  and  with  more  con- 
sideration and  regard  for  the  feelings,  not 
only  of  the  members  of  the  city  govern- 
ment but  of  any  citizens  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  than  our  city  messenger  and  the  assist- 
ants in  his  office.  I  notice,  too,  that  they  are 
called  upon  everywhere,  and  at  all  times.  The 
city  messenger  has  to  be  here,  there  and 
everywhere  at  almost  the  same  time.  He  is 
called  upon  to  perform  numberless  duties, 
and  they  have  increased  very  largely  in  the  past 
five  years,  especially  since  the  introduction  of 
the  telephonic  service  throughout  the  city  of 
Boston.  I  have  investigated  the  subject  care- 
fully, and  I  believe  the  force  in  that  office  has 
not  been  increased  for  four  or  five  years,  al- 
though the  salaries  have  been  increased  during 
the  present  year.  I  believe  it  is  almost  neces- 
sary that  one  man  should  devote  himself  to  at- 
tending to  the  telephone  alone,  and  the  other 
means  of  communication  now  in  vogue  in  the 
office  of  the  city  messenger.  That  is  what  this 
increase  in  the  force  is  for.    It  will  save,  in  my 


judgment,  the  employment  of  messenger  boys 
and  other  extra  assistance  which  will  amount 
to  more  than  the  8600  that  is  asked  for.  For 
that  reason  I  hope  the  ordinance  will  pass,  and 
that  the  force  will  be  increased. 

The  ordinance  was  passed  in  concurrence. 
Mr.  Whit  more  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

31.  Report  of  Committee  on  Contingent  Ex- 
penses (joint)  that  the  ordinance  to  amend  Chap- 
ter 6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  18S5,  so  as  to 
establish  the  salaiT  of  the  fourth  assistant  mes- 
senger at  §600  per  annum,  ought  to  pass. 

The  ordinance  was  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  suspend  the  rule ; 
declared  carried. 

Mr.  Richards— I  doubt  the  vote. 

The  ordinance  was  read  a  second  time. 

The  Chair— The  ordinance  has  been  read  a 
second  time,  and  the  question  is  upon  its  pas- 
sage. 

Mr.  Richards— I  doubted  the  vote  by  which 
the  rnles  were  suspended,  and  upon  that  I  call 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Is  that  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman? I  thought  it  was  on  the  passage  of  the 
ordinance. 

The  Chair— As  the  Chair  understood  it  the 
doubt  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
11  was  upon  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rule. 
The  question  is  upon  ordering  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
not  waste  our  time  by  any  such  foolish  call  as 
that,  because  we  have  already  established  the 
office  and  shall  have  to  pay  the  salary.  If  the 
gentleman  wants  to  make  a  record  he  had  better 
wait  until  the  ordinance  comes  upon  its  passage 
and  then  call  lor  the  yeas  and  nays.  I  do  not  wish 
to  say  anything  harsh  about  the  late  lamented 
member  from  Ward  10,  but  I  did  hope  that  when 
the  late  Nathaniel  Winkle  Ladd  embarked  for 
Europe  we  should  have  no  more  of  these  un- 
necessary roll  calls  until  he  returned.  The  gen- 
tleman might  reasonably  have  asked  for  it 
when  the  office  was  to  be  established.  Now 
that  the  office  is  established,  the  young  man 
will  get  his  salary  just  as  sure  as  the  sun  shines, 
because  he  can  go  in  there,  perform  the  duty, 
and  sue  the  city  for  his  salary,  and  he  would  be 
entitled  to  it.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  be 
content  to  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
passage  of  the  ordinance.  I  think  that  S600  will 
not  make  a  millionaire  of  any  man  if  he  keeps 
out  of  State  street. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  declared  not  ordered. 
Mr.  Richards  doubted  the  vote,  and  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  Ohatr — The  Chair  would  rule  that  upon  a 
doubt  that  is  to  be  determined  by  the  yeas  and 
navs,  the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  refused, 
the  gentleman  is  out  of  order  in  calling  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Richards— I  appeal  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chair. 

The  Chair— The  question  is  upon  the  second 
reading  of  the  ordinance. 

The  clerk  proceeded  to  read  the  ordinance. 

Mr.  Sanger— I  hope  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
11— 

The  Chair— The  gentleman  from  Ward  11, 
Mr.  Sanger. 

Mr.  Sanger— I  beg  pardon,  I  thought  the  ap- 
peal was  seconded. 

The  ordinance  was  passed  in  concurrence. 
Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

Miscellaneous. 

32.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  and  order 
requesting  the  School  Committee  to  surrender 
to  the  City  Council  the  Chardon-street  primary 
schoolhouse. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence.  Mr. 
Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

33.  Report  of  Committee  on  Bridges,  and  order 
to  allow  Peter  Connelly  to  enlarge  the  tollhouse 
on  Charles-river  bridge  at  his  own  expense. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  to  refer  the  order  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  I  want  to  see 
if  the  order  is  in  proper  form 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Judiciary. 

34.  Report  of  Committee  on  Ordinances,  and 
an  ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  52  of  the  Re- 
vised Ordinances  of  18S5  (Sect.  6)  as  amended  by 
Chapter  36  of  the  Ordinances  of  1886,  by  striking 
out  the  word  "of,"  at  the  beginning  of  the  fourth 
line  in  said  section,  and  inserting  the  word  "in" 
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in  place  thereof.  Also  by  inserting  after  the 
word  "Boston,"  in  said  fourth  line,  the  words 
"having  jurisdiction." 

Mr.  Leary— I  should  like  to  have  some  infor- 
mation in  connection  with  this  ordinance. 

Mr.  F.  Morison  —  This  ordinance  has  been 
framed  by  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  for  the 
purpose  of  allowing  the  bringing  of  actions  in 
the  different  Municipal  Courts  in  the  city  of 
Boston  at  the  request  of  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioners. 

Mr.  Leary— I  am  satisfied. 

The  ordinance  was  raad  twice  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule,  moved  by  Mr.  F.  Morison,  and 
passed  in  concurrence 

Mr.  F.  Morison  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

PETITION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gomez  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended to  enable  him  to  present  the  petition  of 
Michael  C.  Collins  to  be  paid  the  balance  arising 
rom  a  tax  sale. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Claims. 

DRAFT  OF    NEW  CITY  CHARTER. 

Mr.  Whitmore  called  np  the  passed  assign- 
ment, viz : 

42.  Order  for  Committee  on  Ordinances  to 
prepare  a  draft  of  city  charter  to  contain  only 
provisions  of  existing  laws,  the  corporation 
counsel  to  revise  the  same;  the  committee  to 
have  authority  to  expend  §200  for  clerk  hire, 
and  may  report  in  print. 

Passed.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider ; 
lost.    Sent  up. 

COAL. 

The  clerk  read  the  following  paper,  which  was 
received  too  late  to  be  put  on  the  calendar : 

Report  of  superintendent  of  public  buildings 
in  regard  to  coal  contract,  and  order  authoriz- 
ing him  to  contract  on  terms  which  seem  ex- 
pedient. 

Mr.  Leary— I  move  to  refer  to  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  believe  this  order  has  al- 
ready passed  the  other  branch.  It  is  fully  ex- 
plained in  the  report  that  we  cannot  buy  coal  as 
provided  by  the  ordinances.  The  ordinance  pro 
vides  that  we  must  buy  coal  to  be  delivered 
within  a  year.  The  coal  dealers  say  they  will 
not  sell  for  a  year.  If  that  is  so,  and  Mr.  Tucker 
is  responsible  authority  for  it,  what  can  we  do 
except  to  buy  coal  for  60  days  as  the  coal  dealers 
have  agreed?  I  think  we  had  better  pass  the 
order.  The  Committee  on  Ordinances  may  not 
in.*!  before  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council, 
and  it  is  very  important  that  the  superintendent 
should  have  authority  to  buy  coal  at  this  season 
of  the  year.  I  would  suggest  that  instead  of  the 
reference  the  gentleman  had  better  let  us  pass 
it  now  unless  he  can  give  some  reasons  to  show 
that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  did  wrong. 

Mr.  Leary— I  should  like  to  have  that  matter 
laid  over.  It  was  not  on  the  calendar,  and  I 
could  not  understand  it  while  it  was  read  in 
such  haste.  I  would  like  to  have  it  laid  over 
until  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Frost— There  seems  to  be  a  combination 
among  tin'  rnul  dealers  so  that  we,  cannot  get  a 
contract  for  coal  to  be  delivered  longer  than  00 
davs.  I  have  been  trying  to  get  a  contract  for 
coal  to  be  delivered  in  the  winter  and  it  is  Im- 
possible to  get  any  such  contract.  I  think  the 
E rice  of  coal  is  much  cheaper  now  than  it  will 
e  in  the  winter.  Coal  is  always  cheaper  in  the 
summer,  according  to  my  best  information,  than 
it  is  in  the  fall  or  winter.  I  think  it  would  be 
most  advisable  for  the  city  to  contract  for  its 
coal  at  the  present  time,  and  for  that  purpose  it 
would  be  necessary  to  pass  this  order. 

Mr.  F.  Morison— I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
withdraw  his  motion  that  this  order  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  It  is  not  a 
matter  of  law.  It  is  not  anything  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  can  find  out  about,  if  it 
would  be  of  any  advantage  to  the  gentleman. 
By  pure  accident  I  happened  to  be  in  the  office 


of  a  coal  dealer  this  week,  and  he  told  me  that 
he  could  not  bid  on  the  city  contract  for  the  rea- 
son that  he  could  not  put  in  a  bid  for  a  year, 
and  none  of  the  coal  dealers  could.  He  hoped 
that  the  thing  would  be  changed,  so  that  they 
would  be  allowed  to  bid.  I  do  not  see  any  ob-  , 
jection  myself  to  the  city  of  Boston  being  al- 
lowed to  contract  as  all  the  rest  of  us  can  for 
coal,  to  be  delivered  for  any  length  of  time,  and 
not  be  tied  up  to  making  a  simple  contract  for 
the  entire  year.  Under  the  reference  this  order, 
as  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12, 
might  go  over  until  after  the  summer  vacation, 
and  we  could  not  take  advantage  of  the  present 
price  of  coal. 

Mr.  Frost— I  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  hope  the  main  question 
will  not  be  ordered  until  I  have  a  chance  to 
.  make  one  explanation.  If  that  paper  is  sent 
to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  and  they  do 
not  have  a  meeting,  it  cannot  be  reported  back 
next  week.  It  is  very  difficult  to  get  a  quorum 
of  the  committee  at  this  season  of  the  year ;  so 
that  if  the  paper  is  sent  there,  it  may  be  pigeon- 
holed for  the  whole  summer,  and  we  could  not 
call  it  back  or  do  anything  about  it.  It  is  not 
an  ordinary  case  such  as  would  usually  be  re- 
ferred to  that  committee. 

Mr.  Leary— I  hope  the  main  question  will  not 
be  ordered  b( '  ause  it  will  cut  off  the  reference. 
As  I  said  before,  I  knew  nothing  about  this  mat- 
ter, and  could  not  understand  it  fully  during 
the  hasty  reading  of  the  paper.  I  have  read  the 
circular  of  the  coal  dealers,  and  I  see  in  it  that 
this  is  an  attempt  to  protect  themselves  against 
organized  labor.  I  should  like  to  have  the  mat- 
ter put  over  to  the  next  meeting,  in  order  that 
I  may  have  time  to  investigate  the  subject.  The 
delay  of  a  week  would  not  make  much  differ- 
ence anyway. 

The  main  question  was  declared  ordered.  Mr. 
Leary  doubted  the  vote,  the  Council  was  di- 
vided, 19  in  favor,  11  against,  and  the  main 
question  was  declared  ordered.  Mr.  Leary 
moved  for  a  verification  of  the  last  vote  by  yeas 
and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

The  Council  refused  to  order  the  main  ques- 
tion, yeas  20,  nays  21 : 

Yeas— Atwood,  Blume,  Chamberlain,  Dewey, 
Fisher,  Fowler,  Frost,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Latti- 
more.  McEnaney,  F.  Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison, 
Norton,  Perkins.  Richards,  Sanger.  E.  Sulli- 
van, R.  Sullivan,  Thayer,  Whall,  Whitmore— 
20. 

Nays— Carroll,  Cochran,  Coleman,  Connolly. 
Desmond,  Dolan.  Gomez,  Hayes,  Keiiher,  Ken- 
nedy, Leary,  Mahoney,  McEnaney,  McKcnna, 
MeNary,  Nniian,  O'Mealey.  E.J.  Powers,  Shaw, 
Sundberg,  Teevens— 21. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Barry,  Bowman.  Burr, 
Carstensen,  Clark.  Coyle.  Davern.  Duggan, 
Dunn.  Foss,  Fottler.  J.  Gallagher,  Haggerty, 
Harrington,  Kelley,  Ladd,  Latiten.  Light,  .J. 
Murphy,  J.  J.  Murphy.  W.  H.  Murphy,  Perry;  C. 
C.  Powers.  Reillv,  Short.  Snow,  J.  H.  Sullivan, 
Tracy,  Tuttle.  Webster,  Wilson— 31. 

By  unanimous  consent  Mr.  Leary  withdrew 
the  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, and  on  his  motion  further  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  was  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  at  8  o'clock. 

the  summer  vacation. 

Mr.  Sanger  called  up  the  past  assignment, 
viz.: 

40.  Order  providing  for  the  adjournment  of 
tlie  Council  for  the  summer  vacation,  on  .July  7. 

Passed.  Mr.  Sanger  moved  to  reconsider; 
lost. 

CEDAR  OROVK    CEMETERY. 

Communication  from  the  mayor  (not  on  tho 
calendar  transmit  ting  papers  relating  to  organi- 
zation of  the  corporation  of  Cedar  Grove  ceme- 
tery. 

Placed  on  file. 

Adjourned  at  10.53  P.M.  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Dewey. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Tuesday,  July  5,  1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
4  P.M.,  Aid.  Donovan,  chairman,  presiding.  Ab- 
sent, Aid.  Bromwich,  N.  G.  Smith. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Maguire  the  reading  of  the 
record  of  the  last  meeting  was  dispensed  -with. 

HEARINGS  AT  FOUR  O'CLOCK. 

1.  On  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Ley- 
den  street,  between  Ford  and  Walley  streets, 
Ward  1. 

2.  On  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Gladstone  street,  between  Walley  and  Breed 
streets,  Ward  1. 

3.  On  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Howland-street  extension,  between  Elm  Hill 
and  Humboldt  avenues,  Ward  21. 

4.  On  proposed  construction  of  sewers  in  For- 
est Hills  and  Robeson  streets,  Warn  23. 

5.  On  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Gerard  street,  between  Kemble  street  and  Nor- 
folk avenue,  Ward  20, 

6.  On  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Alden  street,  between  Court  and  Sudbury 
streets,  Ward  7. 

No  objections.  Severally  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Sewers  (Aid.) 

7.  On  petition  of  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany, for  extension  of  double  track  on  Lexing- 
ton street,  East  Boston,  about  1000  feet. 

No  objections.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Railroads. 

STONY-BROOK     IMPROVEMENT. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Executive  Department, 
July  5, 1887. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  forward  herewith  an  important 
communication  from  the  superintendent  of  sew- 
ers, concerning  the  Stony-brook  improvement. 
Considerable  work  could  be  done  the  present 
year  on  Stony  brook  if  it  was  commenced  imme- 
diately, and  I  would  recommend  that  authority 
be  given  to  the  Sewer  Department  to  actively 
begin  operations  at  once. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Office  of  Superintendent  of  Sewers,  ] 
City  Hall,  Room  44, 

Boston,  July  5, 1887. 
Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  M ayor. 

Dear  Sir, — I  would  respectfully  call  the  atten- 
tion oi  yeur  honor  to  the  matter  oflthe  Stony- 
brook  improvement. 

The  bill  introduced  into  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men June  20,  1887,  authorizing  the  city  treasurer 
to  borrow  $500,000  (to  be  expended  by  the  super- 
intendent of  sewers  under  the  direction  of  your 
honor)  for  the  construction  of  a1  new  channel  for 
Stony  brook,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  and  it  is  at  present  under  considera- 
tion by  that  body. 

It  is  important  that  this  improvement  should 
be  commenced  as  soon  as  possible,  in  order  to 
insure  its  completion  before  the  winter  of  "88 
and  89."  There  are  some  surveys  and  many 
plans  to  be  made ;  also  steps  will  have  to  be 
taken  to  acquire  rights  through  private  lands. 

There  is  quite  a  proportion  of  the  channel  to 
be  put  through  ledge,  which  necessarily  does 
not  admit  of  rapid  progress. 

If  the  authority  to  commence  operations  is 
delayed  until  the  autumn  much  valuable  time 
will  be  lost ;  although  the  work  could  be  com- 
pleted in  one  year,  if  forced,  it  would  consider- 
ably increase  its  cost. 

Yours  respectfully, 
Seth  Perkins,  Superintendent  of  Sewers. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Lee,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

petitions  referred. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines,  etc.— 
American  Conduit  and  Construction  Company, 
for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler  of  50- 
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horse  power  at  Neponset  avenue,  comer  Bourne 
street.  Ward  23. 

To  the  Committee  on  Electric  Wires— New 
England  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company, 
for  leave  to  erect  poles  in  Boylston,  Burroughs 
and  Orchard  streets,  Ward  23. 
■  To  the  •  Committee  on  Water— E.  M.  McPher- 
son  and  others,  that  the  city  purchase  the  land 
west  of  Putnam  street  and  south  of  Falcon  street 
adjoining  the  reservoir. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings— Boston  Thread  and  Twine  Company, 
for  leave  to  build  an  extension  to  building  on 
unnamed  street  off  Washington  street,  Ward 
23. 

American  Conduit  and  Construction  Com- 
pany, for  leave  to  build  a  wooden  building  on 
Neponset  avenue,  near  Bourne  street.  Ward  23. 

A.  P.  Morse,  for  leave  to  build  a  wooden  build- 
ing on  West  First  street,  rear  of  near  B  street, 
Ward  13. 

To  \the  Committee  on  Health— Sarah  W.  Por- 
ter, for  leave  to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden 
building  for  two  horses  oil  Elm-hill  avenue, 
Ward  21. 

]\Irs.  S.  M.  McNeil,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  build- 
ing for  three  horses  on  Bellevue  terrace,  Ward 
24. 

C.  B.  Wiggin,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  proposed 
wooden  building  for  one  horse  on  4  Erie  place, 
Ward  23. 

John  A.  Sanborn,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  pro- 
posed brick  building  for  10  horses  on  132  Med- 
ford  street,  Ward  3. 

.To  the  Committee  on  Police  (Aid.) — Mrs.  Wil- 
liam Gross,  to  be  compensated  for  the  loss  of 
fowls  killed  by  a  dog. 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Common,  etc.— Hen- 
ry C.  Towle,  to  trim  one  tree  and  remove  an- 
other tree  in  front  of  No.  1430  Dorchester  avenue, 
Ward  24. 

George  H.  Long,  for  permission  to  remove  a 
tree  in  front  of  his  estate,  No.  lie  Eutaw  street. 

Charles  E.  Russell,  that  the  trees  in  front  of  88 
and  9.6  Beach  street,  be  trimmed  at  the  city's  ex- 
pense. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps  (Aid.)— George  W. 
Spaulding  and  others,  for  public  lamps  on  Saw- 
yer avenue,  Dorchester. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands— John 
Brant,  for  the  removal  of  certain  restrictions  on 
a  lot  in  rear  of  No.  315  Paris  street,  East  Boston. 

J.  Mitchell  Galvin  and  others,  for  public  lamps 
in  Canterbury  street,  Ward  23. 

J.  H.  Wing  and  others,  for  public  lamps  in  Ar- 
mandine  street,  Ward  24. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving  (Aid.)— Arthur 
H.  Newman,  for  edgestone  and  brick  sidewalk, 
each  comer  North  Beacon  and  Everett  streets, 
Ward  25. 

Edwin  B.  Horn,  for  edgestone  and  brick  side- 
walk, No.  153  Huntington  avenue. 

Alice  G.  Folsom,  for  edgestone  and  brick  side- 
walk, Boston  street,  corner  Orchard  place. 

Benjamin  F.  Woolley,  for  edgestone  and  brick 
sidewalk,  No.  294  to  No.  302  Paris  street. 

S.  L.  &  J.  M.  Currier,  that  the  pavement  in 
Belcher's  lane  be  relaid. 

John  Gunning,  for  brick  sidewalk,  229  Cabot 
street. 

Mary  A.  Clarl  in,  to  place  a  coal  chute  in  side- 
walk at  400  Columbus  avenue. 

Albert  H.  Eayre,  for  edgestone  and  brick  side- 
walk, Green  street,  corner  Rockview  street. 

L.  M.  Ham,  for  permission  to  transmit  power 
under  and  across  the  street  from  5  Lancaster 
street  to  118  Merrimac  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims — Thomas  Hebron, 
for  compensation  for  damage  to  his  estate  on 
Ward  street  and  Vancouver  street,  caused  by 
overflow  of  sewerage  from  sewer  in  said  streets. 

Catherine  Hickey,  for  return  of  liquor  license 
fee  paid  by  her  husband. 

Frank  Flynn,  for  compensation  for  damage 
done  to  his  wagon  while  crossing  the  City  Ferry 
Jan.  8, 1887. 

James  Deshon,  offering  to  surrender  deed  of 
estate  on  East  Canton  street,  alleging  collector's 
deed  of  same  to  be  invalid. 

To  the  Committee  on  Seioers  (Aid.)— John 
MacDonald,  for  partial  abatement  of  sewer 
assessment  against  his  estate  on  Washington 
street,  Dorchester. 

William  Faxon  and  others,  for  a  partial  abate- 
ment of  sewer  assessment  against  their  estate 
on  Washington  street,  Dorchester. 

William  V.  A.  Lally,  for  a  sewer  in  Sawyer 
avenue,  Ward  24. 
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John  Mongan  and  John  Nason,  that  the  sewer 
assessments  levied  against  their  estates  on  Fer- 
rin  street  be  abated. 

J.  H.  Wing  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in  Arman- 
dine  street.  Ward  24. 

B.  P.  Allen,  for  abatement  of  sewer  assess- 
ment on  his  estate  on  Winthrop  street,  Charles- 
town. 

James  Doyle,  for  a  sewer  in  Hulbert  street, 
from  Ray  street  to  Regent  street. 

Hazard  Stevens,  for  abatement  of  sewer  assess- 
ment on  Elden  street,  Dorchester. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses— Dr.  J.  M.  Sol- 
oman,  Jr.,  for  leave  to  give  a  variety  entertain- 
ment at  corner  Tremont  street  and  Culvert 
street,  in  a  tent  from  July  4  to  July  31,  inclusive. 

Aid.  Lee  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

8.  Message  from  His  Honor  the  Mayor  trans- 
mitting a  communication  from  the  John  A. 
fiawes  Post  No.  159,  G.  A.  R.,  thanking  the  City 
Council  for  courtesies  extended  to  said  post. 

Placed  on  file. 

TJie  Official  Report. 

9.  Order  that  the  Committee  on  Printing  be 
instructed  to  continue  the  present  contracts  for 
reporting  (A)  and  printing  the  proceedings  of 
the  City  Council  until  otherwise  ordered. 

Passed  in  Board  of  Aldermen  June  27,  sent 
down  for  concurrence,  came  back  with  this 
endorsement:  In  Common  Council,  June  30, 
concurred  with  this  amendment:  at  (A)  strike 
out  "and  printing/'    Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

Aid,  Allen— I  certainly  trust  we  shall  not 
concur  with  the  Council  in  that  amendment.  I 
think  the  proceedings  of  the  city  government 
ought  to  be  printed,  and  I  move  that  the  Board 
adhere  to  its  former  action. 

The  Chair  read  the  amendment  at  request  of 
Aid.  Carroll. 

Aid.  Carroll— As  a  member  of  the  Printing 
Committee,  and  in  absence  of  the  chairman,  I 
certainly  concur  in  the  motion  of  the  alderman 
who  has  just  taken  his  seat. 

The  Board  voted  to  adhere  to  former  action. 
Aid.  Carroll  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.  Sent 
down. 

Underground  Wires'- 

10.  Order  that  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Underground  Wires  be  authorized  to  visit 
the  cities  of  New  York,  Brooklyn.  Philadelphia 
and  Washington  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting 
the  underground  wire  systems  in  operation  in 
those  cities,  the  expense  thus  incurred  (A)  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  incidentals. 

Passed  in  Board  of  Aldermen  June  27,  sent 
down  for  concurrence,  came  back  with  this 
amendment:  In  Common  Council,  June  30th, 
concurred  with  the  following  amendment:  at 
(A)  insert  "not  exceeding  eight  hundred  dol- 
lars."   Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

The  question  was  on  concurrence  in  the 
amendment. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  desire  to  say,  so  that  the 
Board  may  fully  understand  everything  in  re- 

fard  to  this  matter  on  the  face  of  it,  that  while 
will  vote  to  concur  in  the  amendment,  I  pro- 
pose later  on  to  have  an  order  offered  here  for 
the  members  of  this  Board  who  are  members  of 
the  Committee  on  Electric  Wires  to  have  the 
privilege  of  spending  '5300  to  also  go  on  this  trip 
in  connection  with  the  Committee  on  Under- 
ground Wires,  In  doing  this  I  desire  simply  to 
state  to  the  Board  how  I  stand  in  the  matter.  I 
am  not  in  a  position  to  say  at  the  present  time 
whether  I  shall  go  with  the  committee  or  not ; 
hut  if  I  do  I  propose  to  live  as  I  ought  to  live 
and  as  I  would  live  as  a  private  citizen  if  I  went 
off  on  a  trip  on  my  own  account.  No  member 
of  the  Board  either  as  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee or  as  a  private  citizen  could  go  to  four 
different  cities  and  return  after  stopping  there 
for  a  while  in  anything  like  a  decent  way  at  an 
expenditure  of  .$100.  I  for  one  know  that  I  cannot 
go  privately  even  to  one  city  and  stay  there  for 
a  short  time  without  it  costing  me  that.  I  don't 
ask  the  city  to  pay  my  expenses  on  this  trip,  I 
would  be  willing  to  pay  my  own  expenses,  out 
if  I  do  go  I  don't  propose  to  go  and  encourage  a 
niggard  economy  such  as  is  suggested  in  the 
amendment  which  has  been  ottered  in  the 
Council.  I  want  to  he  fair  to  the  members  of 
the  Board  in  telling  them  what  may  be  done. 

The  amendment  was  adopted  in  concurrence. 

Later  in  the  session  Aid.  Maguire  offered  an 
order— That  the  Committee  on  Electric  Wires 


be  authorized  to  visit  the  cities  of  New  York, 
Philadelphia,  Brooklyn  and  Washington,  for 
the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  systems  in  use  in 
those  cities  for  conducting  electric  wires,  the 
expense  attending  such  visit,  not  exceeding 
$300,  to  be  charged  to  the  contingent  fund  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

11.  Order  that  the  superintendent  of  East  Bos- 
ton Ferries,  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  said  ferries,  be  requested  to  place 
two  or  more  horses  on  each  side  of  the  South 
Ferry,  at  low  tide  and  in  slippery  weather,  to  aid 
teamsters  in  getting  their  teams  off  the  boats. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  East  Boston 
Ferries,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan. 
Centennial  Anniversary  of  Adoption   of   Con- 
stitution. 

12.  Order  that  the  president  and  eight  other 
members  of  this  Council,  with  such  as  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  appointed  a  commit- 
tee to  represent  the  city  of  Boston  at  the  cele- 
bration of  the  centennial  anniversary  of  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  in  the  month 
of  September  of  the  present  year,  the  expense 
attending  the  same  to  he  charged  to  the  con- 
tingent fund  of  joint  committees. 

The  question  was  on  concurring  with  the 
Council  in  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  move  you,  sir,  that  that  order 
be  assigned  to  5  o'clock.  The  reason  that  I 
make  that  motion,  Mr.  Chairman  and  gentle- 
men of  the  Board,  is  in  order  that  we  may  take 
up  in  connection  with  it  an  order  which  comes 
farther  along  on  the  programme  in  regard  to 
this  same  matter  and  which  shows  a  very  nig- 
gardly spirit  of  economy  on  the  part  of  the 
Council.  The  order  I  refer  to  is  the  one  propos- 
ing to  send  the  committee  to  Philadelphia  to 
represent  the  city  of  Boston,  which  will  be  found 
later  on  on  the  calendar,  at  an  expense  of  $600. 
I  move,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  this  matter  be 
specially  assigned  to  5  o'clock. 

The  order  was  especially  assigned  to  5  o'clock. 

Later  in  the  session  the  order  was  called  up  by 
Aid.  Carroll,  and  passed  in  concurrence. 

In  connection  with  the  above  the  Board  took 
up  the  following,  which  had  been  also  assigned 
to  5  o'clock,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan,  early 
in  the  session,  viz.: 

16.  Order  that  the  committee  on  the  part  of 
the  Common  Council  appointed  by  the  vote  of 
this  evening  to  attend  the  centennial  anniver- 
sary of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  be  au- 
thorized to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  $600,  to 
be  charged  to  the  contingent  fund  of  joint  com- 
mittees. 

Indefinitely  postponed,    on   motion    of   Aid. 
Carroll. 
Notice  sent  down. 

Miscellaneous  Matters. 

13.  Order  that  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
be  instructed  to  prepare  a  new  draft  of  the  city 
charter  to  contain  only  the  provisions  of  exist- 
ing laws,  and  that  the  corporation  counsel  be 
instructed  to  revise  such  draft ;  the  committee 
may,  if  necessary,  expend  not  exceeding  $200 
for  clerk  hire,  said  expense  to  be  charged  to  the 
contingent  fund  of  joint  committees ;  and  may 
report  in  print. 

Passed  in  concurrence. 

14.  Order  that  the  flags  be  displayed  on  the 
public  buildings  and  grounds  on  Labor  day.  the 
expense  attending  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  incidentals.  Passed  in  con- 
currence under  suspension  of  Joint  Rule  14. 

15.  Order  that  the  flags  be  displayed  on  the 
public  buildings  and  grounds  on  the  17th  of 
September  next,  the  anniversary  of  the  settle- 
ment of  Boston,  the  expense  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  incidentals.  Passed  in 
concurrence  under  suspension  of  Joint  Rule  14. 

CONFIRMATION   OF    EXECUTIVE    APPOINTMENTS, 

Under  unfinished  business,  the  Board  took  up 
the  following: 

17.  Appointments  by  His  Honor  the  Mayor: 
William  Beal.  Patrick  J,  Clancy,  James  Kel- 

sey,  Eugene  Mitchell,  Silas  Daggett,  John  R, 
McDonald,  James  Crowley,  William  Doherty, 
Walter  L.  Ralhbun,  Charles  W.  Low,  John  Mc- 
Kee,  Louis  G.  Sirovich,  Dennis  Mahoney,  Henry 
Gaspar,  Jeremiah  Sullivan,  and  Michael  J.  Sul- 
livan, to  be  steamboat  police  officers. 

It  was  voted,  on  motion  of  Aid  Maguire,  that 
the  appointments  all  be  taken  on  one  ballot, 
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Committee— Aid.  Sullivan,  Haynes.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  9 ;  yeas  8,  no  1,  and  the  ap- 
pointments were  confirmed. 

HARBOR  AND  LAND  COMMISSIONERS. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  Harbor  Com- 
missioners' office  that  hearings  are  to  be  given 
in  said  office,  as  follows: 

On  the  7th  of  July,  to  the  heirs  of  Maria  T. 
Tileston  and  Francis  Hathaway,  for  a  license  to 
build  a  sea  wall  and  fill  solid  in  tide-water  in 
the  city  of  Boston,  at  their  premises  on  Fort 
Point  channel,  Boston  harbor ;  and  to  the  Board 
of  Park  Commissioners  of  Boston,  for  approval 
of  plans  for  building  an  extension  to  the  pier  at 
the  Marine  park  in  tide-water  in  the  city  of 
Boston. 

On  the  14th  of  July,  to  the  Fire  Commissioners 
to  construct  a  bridge  over  Charles  river,  be- 
tween Boston  and  Cambridge,  for  approval  of 
plans  for  building  said  structure  in  tide-water 
in  said  cities. 

Notices  severally  placed  on  file. 

REPORTS   OP  CITY  OFFICERS. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  Directors  for 
Public  Institutions  of  the  expenditures  during 
the  quarter  ending  June  30.  1887. 

Sent  down. 

Monthly  statement  of  the  city  treasurer  (City 
Doc.  111). 

Sent  down. 

FOURTH  ASSISTANT  MESSENGER. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  city  messenger 
of  the  appointment  of  Timothy  Mooney  to  be 
fourth  assistant  messenger. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  would  rise  at  this  time  to  a 
question  of  information.  I  would  ask  if  the 
Chair  is  in  a  position  to  impart  to  rne  the  in- 
formation as  to  what  would  be  the  result  if  we 
did  not  approve  of  the  selection? 

The  Chair— The  Chair  would  say  that  the 
city  messenger  has  the  right  to  appoint  his  own 
assistants,  with  the  approval  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil, and  the  refusal  to  approve  would  naturally 
be  a  rejection  of  the  name  sent  in. 

Aid.  Carroll — In  other  words,  our  approval 
is  a  confirmation  of  the  appointment. 

The  Chair— That  is  all. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  simply  wanted  to  get  that 
information. 

The  appointment  was  approved.    Sent  down. 

widening  of  boylston  street. 

The  following  was  received : 

Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  ) 
Boston,  July  5, 1887.  J 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council. 

The  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  respect- 
fully return  the  accompanying  order  requesting 
an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  widening  Boylston 
street,  referred  to  them  before  passage,  upon  a 
report  recommending  such  reference  by  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Streets,  and  beg  leave  to 
again  call  attention  to  the  statement  they  have 
already  at  different  times  made  to  the  Honorable 
City  Council,  that  such  orders  should  be  passed 
by  the  City  Council  if  it  wishes  them  complied 
with  by  this  Board,  and  not  referred  to  the 
Commissioners,  as  they  are  not  the  proper  body 
to  decide  whether  an  estimate  should  be  made 
or  not.  but  the  one  to  make  it  when  by  the  pas- 
sage of  an  order  by  the  city  government  they 
are  asked  so  to  do. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners, 
J.  H.  Jenkins,  Clerk. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Streets,  on  mo- 
tion of  Aid.  Sullivan. 

CLERK-HIRE  IN  THE  COURTS. 

Aid.  Carroll,  from  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  submitted  requisitions  for  clerk  hire 
in  the  courts  as  follows: 

Snparior  Court,  criminal  business j?330  00 

Superior  Court,  civil  business 441  64 

Approved  and  ordered  paid. 

DISCHARGE  OF  MORTGAGE. 

Aid.  Carroll  offered  an  order— That  His 
Honor  the  Mayor  be,and  he  is  hereby  authorized 
to  execute  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  city,  a 
discharge,  satisfactory  to  the  city  solicitor,  of  a 
certain  mortgage  given  by  Michael  Martin  to 
the  city  of  Boston,  dated  May  1, 1852,  and  record- 
ed with  Middlesex  South  District  Deeds,  lib. 
634,  folio  '284,  said  mortgage  having  been  paid  by 
said  Martin  on  or  about  July  19,  1862,  and  a  dis- 


charge thereof  having  been  then  given,  which 
it  is  claimed  is  incomplete  and  insufficient  in 
law. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Aid.  Magulre  submitted  reports  and  orders 
from  the  Committee  on  Paving,  as  follows : 

Reports  and  orders  that  the  superintendent  of 
streets  be  authorized  to  set  edgestones  in  front 
of  the  following  estates  : 

Ellen  C.  Backus,  Ashland  street. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Reports  and  orders  that  the  superintendent  of 
streets  be  authorized  to  place  brick  sidewalks  in 
front  of  estates  as  follows: 

J.  N.  Thompson  and  others,  215,  217  Hunting- 
ton avenue. 

Martin  Trantman,  2  and  4  Dale  street. 

Nancy  Pierce,  687,  689  East  Sixth  street. 

Henry  Souther,  435  Third  street. 

George  W.  Stevens.  39  Cliff  street. 

William  W.  Lord,  37  and  41  Cliff  street. 

Reports  accepted,  order  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Reports  and  orders  that  the  superintendent  of 
streets  be  authorized  to  place  edgestones  and 
brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  the  following  es- 
tates : 

Matthew  Scullion,  6  and  8  Rand  street. 

Mrs.  R.  Barry.  10  Rand  street,  AVard  20, 

Peter  Graffam,  93-113  inclusive,  Falmouth 
street. 

Augustus  Myers,  on  the  corner  Washington 
and  Corinth  streets,  Ward  23. 

J.  N.  Thompson  and  others,  96  and  98  Hunting- 
ton avenue. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

Report  recommending  that  a  permit  be  grant- 
ed upon  the  usual  conditions  to  John  Soley,  to 
,move  a  wooden  building  from  162  Chelsea  street 
to  168  Chelsea  street,  East  Boston. 

Report  accepted,  and  leave  granted,  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

Report  and  order — That  a  license  be  granted, 
on  the  usual  conditions,  to  J.  W.  Hanson,  owner 
of  estate  numbered  81  Albion  street,  to  construct 
and  maintain  an  excavation  for  a  covered  bulk- 
head in  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  his  said  estate. 

Report  and  order— That  a  license  be  granted, 
on  the  usual  conditions,  to  L.  V.  Niles,  owner  of 
estate  numbered  46  Brattle  street,  to  construct 
and  maintain  a  coal  hole,  also  an  excavation  to 
be  covered  with  a  Hyatt  light,  in  the  sidewalk 
in  front  of  his  said  estate. 

Reports  severally  accepted,  orders  passed 
under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
be  authorized  to  macadamize  Parkman  street, 
between  Blossom  and  North  Anderson  streets, 
the  expense  of  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  paving. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
be  authorized  to  put  Frederick  street,  Ward  15, 
in  order  for  public  travel;  also  to  furnish  and 
set  edgestones  and  pave  the  sidewalk  with 
brick  on  said  street ;  one  half  the  cost  of  said 
edgestones  and  brick  sidewalks  to  be  assessed 
on  the  owners  of  abutting  estates. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
be  authorized  to  macadamize  Lark  street,  Ward 
15,  from  West  Ninth  street  to  the  Old  Colony 
railroad ;  also  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  and 
pave  the  sidewalks  with  brick  on  said  portion 
of  said  street  one  half  of  cost  of  said  edgestones 
and  brick  sidewalks  to  be  assessed  on  the  own- 
ers of  abutting  estates. 

Orders  severally  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 

STABLES. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health  (Aid.)  as  follows  : 

Report  upon  the  petition  of  Frank  Casey,  for 
leave  to  occupy  an  old  wooden  building  lor  two 
horses,  on  Paris  street,  No.  84,  Ward  2— Recom- 
mending that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw.   Accepted. 

Report  upon  the  petition  of  John  A.  Sanborn, 
for  leave  to  occupy  an  old  wooden  building  for 
10  horses,  at  132  Medford  street, Ward  3— Recom- 
mending that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw at  his  own  request,  he  having  substituted 
another  petition.    Accepted. 

Report  upon  the  remonstrance  of  William 
Barrett  and  others  against  granting  permit  to 
William   P.    Webber,  for  a  stable  on    Eighth 
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street— No  action  necessary  as  the  subject  to 
which  it  refers  has  been  considered  and  acted 
upon.    Accepted. 

Report  upon  the  petitions  of  Hugh  L.  Stalker 
and  others  in  aid  of  the  petition  of  George 
Goodwin,  for  a  stable  on  Morris  street — That  no 
action  is  necessary,  as  the  subject  to  which  it 
refers  lias  been  considered  and  acted  upon.  Ac- 
cepted. 

RAILROAD   PETITION— ORDER  OF  NOTICE. 

Aid.  Capen,  from  the  Committee  on  Railroads, 
submitted  a  report  on  the  petition  of  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad  Company  for  location  of 
tracks  in  Hudson  street,  Dorchester,  and  in 
Hanover  street — Recommending  the  passage  of 
an  order  of  notice  for  a  hearing  thereon  on  Mon- 
day, July  25,  at  4  o'clock  P.M. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed. 

CONSOLIDATED    RAILROAD  COMPANY. 

Aid.  Capen  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Railroads  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  the  Boston  Consolidated 
Street  Railway  Company  for  the  right  to  con- 
struct curved  tracks  in  Haymarket  square  at 
the  corner  of  Beverly  and  Causeway  streets, 
and  at  the  corner  of  Prince  and  Causeway 
streets,  connecting  the  tracks  of  this  company 
with  the  tracks  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company  in  Causeway  street,  also  for  the  right 
to  enter  upon  and  use  the  tracks  of  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad  Company  in  Causeway  street 
between  Beverly  and  Prince  streets,  having 
considered  the  subject  respectfully  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  right  hereto- 
fore granted  the  Boston  Consolidated  Street 
Railway  Company,  to  lay  down  tracks  in  the 
streets  of  the  city  of  Boston,  said  company  shall 
have  the  right  to  lay  down  a  curved  track  in 
Haymarket  square,  to  connect  the  Sudbury- 
street  track  with  the  track  in  Canal  street  in 
said  square ;  also,  to  lay  down  curved  tracks  at 
the  corner  of  Prince  and  Causeway  streets,  to 
connect  the  tracks  of  this  company  with  the 
tracks  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company 
in  Causeway  street;  also  to  enter  upon  ana  use 
with  its  horses  and  cars  the  tracks  ot  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad  Company  in  Causeway  street, 
between  Beverly  and  Prince  streets,  said  tracks 
and  turnouts  being  shown  by  red  lines  on  a 
plan  made  by  Arthur  Hodges,  dated  May  28, 
1887,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  superin- 
tendent of  streets. 
(Appended  were  the  usual  printed  conditions.) 
Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

KAST  BOSTON  FERRIES. 

Aid.  Sullivan  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Standi]]:-;  I  lommittee  on  East  Boston  Fer- 
ries on  the  request  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
Ferries  for  an  appropriation  of  §15,000  for  two 
ii.-u  drops  at  the  North  terry,— That  no 'further 
action  is  necessary,  as  the  appropriation  has 
been  granted. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Also  a  report  on  the  request  of  the  Board  of 
Fire  Commissioners,  thai  facilities  be  afforded 
them  on  the  East  Boston  ferries  for  transporting 
the  apparatus  of  the  department,  when  neces- 
sary, for  extinguishing  tires  at  Deer  Island  or 
other  institutions  in  the  harbor,  recommending 
the  passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  directors  of  East 
Boston  ferries  be  authorized  to  afford  such  facil- 
ities to  the  Fire  Department  as  may  be  necessary 
for  transporting  the  apparatus  of  the  depart- 
ment to  the  institutions  on  the  islands  in  the 
harbor  in  time  of  fire. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

HEADQUARTERS     FOR     INSPECTORS     OF    HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  J'nbiie  Buildings,  <>n  the  order  for 
them  to  assign  suitable  headquarters  for  the 
inspectors  of  the  Health  Department— That  no 
further  action  is  necessary,  as  rooms  have  been 
assigned; 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

sewers. 

Aid.  Sullivan  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers  (Aid.) : 

Order  of  notice  for  a  hearing  on  Monday  next, 
at  4  o'clock  P.M.,  to  consider  the  expediency 


of  constructing  a  common  sewer  in  Parker 
street,  Ward  4. 

Passed. 

Preambles  and  orders  for  the  construction  of 
common  sewers  as  follows : 

In  Atlantic  avenue,  between  Central  wharf 
and  India  street. 

In  Western  avenue,  between  Market  and  Wa- 
verly  streets. 

In  Condor  street,  Ward  1,  between  Putnam 
and  Glendon. 

In  Allston  street.  Ward  25,  between  Allston 
square  and  Massachusetts  avenue. 

Orders  severally  passed,  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 

Ordered,  That  the  sewer  assessment  levied 
against  the  estate  of  Catherine  Ryan  on  Ferrin 
street,  Charlestown,  amounting  to  §29.22,  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  abated,  on  account  of  inabil- 
ity to  pay. 

Ordered,  That  the  sewer  assessments  levied 
against  the  estate  of  Gottlieb  Wurst  on  Ferrin 
street,  Charlestown,  amounting  to  (respectively) 
§13.59  and  §11.32,  be  and  are  hereby  at>ated,  on 
account  of  inability  to  pay. 

Ordered,  That  the  sewer  assessment  levied 
against  the  estate  of  Isaac  Pratt,  Jr.,  and  Henry 
E.  Jones,  trustees,  on  Linden  street,  amounting 
to  §63.92,  be  and  hereby  is  abated,  and  the  same 
amount  reassessed  to  Charles  B.  Strong,  owner 
of  said  estate. 

Ordered,  That  the  sewer  assessment  levied 
against  the  estate  of  Ellen  Mulholland,  on  Fer- 
rin street,  Charlestown,  amounting  to  §19.25,  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  abated,  on  account  of 
inability  to  pay. 

Orders  severally  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 

LICENSES. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  recommending  that 
minors'  licenses  be  granted  to  eight  bootblacks, 
six  peddlers  and  eighteen  newsboys. 

Reports  accepted,  and  said  licenses  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 

DEPUTY  COLLECTORS. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  McLaughlin  the  Board  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  following  past  assign- 
ments, viz. : 

22.  An  ordinance  to  increase  the  number  of 
deputy  collectors :  Ordinance,  Section  1,  Chap- 
ter 13,  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1885  is  here- 
by amended  in  Section  2  thereof  by  striking  out 
the  word  "eighteen"  in  the  ninth  line  and  in- 
serting in  place  thereof  the  word  "twenty-one." 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

23-  An  ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  G  of  the 
Revised  Ordinances  of  1885: 

Be  itordained,  etc. :  Section  1,  ChapterG,  of  the 
Revised  Ordinances  of  1885  is  hereby  amended 
in  Section  1  by  striking  out  of  the  clause 
relating  to  the  deputy  collectors  the  words 
"one  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars  each" 
and  inserting  the  following  in  place  thereof: 
"hereafter  appointed',  for  their  first  year's 
service  one  thousand  four  hundred  dollars 
each,  for  their  second  year's  service  one 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  each,  for  their 
third  year's  service  one  thousand  six  hundred 
dollars  each,  and  thereafter  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  dollars  each.'' 

Also  in  the  fourth  line  of  said  clause  by  strik- 
ing out  the  word  "two"  and  inserting  the  word 
"five"  in  place  thereof. 

Also  in  Section  2,  by  striking  out  of  the  first 
line  of  the  clause  relating  to  the  city  collector, 
the  words  "twelve  thousand  two,"  and  insert- 
ing the  word  "thirteen  thousand  five"  in  place 
thereof. 

Sec.  2.  This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  from 
first  day  of  May,  1887. 

Passed  as  amended,  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  moved  to  reconsider  both 
last  votes,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail ;  lost. 
Sent  down. 

PAVING  OF  BENNINGTON  STREET. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an  order— That  the  su- 
perintendent of  streets  be  requested  to  pave 
Bennington  street,  East  Boston,  between  Cen- 
tral street  and  Marion  street,  with  granite 
blocks;  the  expense  attending  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  paving. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  was 
read  a  second  time  Referred,  on  motion  of  Aid 
Maguire,  to  the  Committee  on  Paving  (Aid.) 
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LAND  DAMAGES. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  orders  to  pay,  on  the 
usual  conditions,  for  land  taken  and  all  dam- 
ages occasioned  by  laying  out  streets  as  fol- 
lows :  Thomas  P.  Proctor,  $2257.50,  extension  of 
Paul  Gore  street  from  Chestnut  avenue  to 
Lamartine  street,  by  a  resolve  and  order  of  July 
5,  1887,  and  the  grading  of  said  street  on  his 
adjoining  land  to  the  grade  established  for  said 
extension,  and  the  sloping  and  maintenance  of 
the  filling  of  said  extension  of  Paul  Gore  street 
on  his  adjoining  land. 

Thomas  P.  Proctor  and  Ida  E.  Brigham, 
$2947.20,  extension  of  Paul  Gore  street  from 
Chestnut  avenue  to  Lamartine  street,  by  a  re- 
solve and  order  of  July  5,  1887,  and  the  grading 
of  said  Paul  Gore  street  on  their  adjoining  land 
to  the  grade  established  for  said  extension. 

Orders  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 
SALARIES  of  board  of  health. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  the  following : 
An  Ordinance 
To  Amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1885. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1885  is  hereby  amended  in  Section  1,  in  the 
clause  establishing  the  salaries  of  the  Board  of 
Health,  hut  striking  out  the  words  "three  thous- 
and dollars"  and  inserting  the  words  "three 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars"  in  place  thereof. 

Section  2.  This  ordinance  shall  take  effect 
upon  its  passage. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

REVISED  GRADE  OF  SARATOGA  STREET. 

Aid.  Maguire  offered  an  order— That  the 
Board  establish  the  revised  grade  of  Saratoga 
street  between  Butler  avenue  and  Riverside 
avenue,  in  that  part  of  Boston  formerly  known 
as  Breed's  Island,  as  shown  on  a  plan  and  profile 
made  by  Thomas  W.  Davis,  city  surveyor,  dated 
November  15, 1886,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of 
the  said  city  surveyor. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  would  ask  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Paving  if  that  is  an  accepted 

Aid.  Maguire— The  gentleman  knows  in  re- 
gard to  that.  I  supposed  that  he  would  have 
considerable  to  say  about  this  matter. 

Aid.  Sullivan— Butler  avenue  is  what  is 
known  over  there  as  Atlantic  avenue. 

Aid.  Maguire  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— I  think  that  had  better  be 
assigned  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board. 

The  Chair— The  Chair  would  say  that  the 
motion  which  the  alderman  on  the  right  has 
made  to  suspend  the  rule,  being  a  privileged 
motion,  naturally  takes  precedence. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  hope  that  Aid.  Maguire  will 
not  withdraw  his  motion,  as  this  is  a  matter 
that  has  been  pending  a  long  time.  I  did  not 
at  first  understand  it.  1  he  order  was  passed  near- 
ly a  year  ago  to  cut  that  street  down  to  grade. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— I  hope  the  Board  will  not 
suspend  the  rule,  because  it  seems  to  me  that 
this  is  a  pretty  important  matter.  While  the 
people  in  the  different  sections  of  the  city  are 
asking  and  expecting  a  great  deal  of  work  from 
the  Street  Department  we  should  not  come  in 
here  with  an  order  which  applies  as  this  does  to 
the  outskirts  of  the  city,  and  which  can  easily 
wait.  I  do  not  think  it  is  right  to  rush  a  matter 
of  this  kind  through.  There  is  no  conveyance 
that  will  be  impeded,  except  in  the  case  of  those 
people  who  drive,  and  they  can  get  along  there 
very  nicely  indeed.  I  hope  the  motion  to  sus- 
pend the  rule  will  be  lost. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  don't  think  the  alderman 
understands  the  matter.  There  is  only  one  house 
on  that  hill  at  the  present  time.  These  people, 
if  I  understand  aright,  have  been  trying  for  two 
or  three  years  to  get  this  thing  done.  It  would 
be  less  expensive  today  than  hereafter.  That 
hill  has  to  be  cut  down  something  like  nine  feet. 
It  is  the  only  public  driveway  out  of  East  Boston 
I  believe.    Am  I  right? 

Aid.  Sullivan— No;  the  only  one  going  to 
Winthrop. 

Aid.  Maguire— It  has  been  under  consider- 
ation for  some  time,  and  is  nothing  new.  It  has 
been  urged  very  strongly,  and  I  hope  the  order 
will  pass,  for  I  don't  see  any  sense  in  delaying  a 
matter  of  this  kind  any  longer.  I  hope  the  alder- 
man from  East  Boston  will  say  something  about 
the  matter.    He  knows  more  about  it  than  I  do. 

Aid.  Sullivan— In  the  early  part  of  1885  the 


Committee  on  Paving  went  over  to  visit  Shay's 
hill.  We  had  at  that  time  an  appropriation  of 
$40,000  passed  for  the  extension  of  Bennington 
street,  and  the  committee  thought  it  would  be 
a  very  good  plan  to  cut  down  Shay's  hill  and 
use  the  gravel,  as  it  is  of  first-class  quality,  for 
filling  in  Bennington  street,  and  thus,  as  it  were, 
kill  two  birds  with  one  stone.  That  was  the 
most  convenient  gravel  that  could  be  found. 
The  order  at  that  time  passed,  but  on  account 
of  one  or  two  estates  there,  where  the  parties 
claimed  large  damages,  it  was  never  put  in  ope- 
ration until  the  settlement  was  made— I  believe 
last  week— with  one  of  the  parties.  Mr.  Mc- 
Donald informed  me  that  he  had  agreed  for  a 
certain  sum  to  pay  the  party,  who  claimed,  I 
think,  $2000  damages.  I  thought  that  very 
steep,  and  I  think  so  now,  but  the  Committee 
on  Paving,  I  understand,  recommend  that  the 
city  settle,  and  that  the  hill  be  cut  down,  as 
the  gravel  is  needed  for  Bennington  street  at 
this  time. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  know  very  little  about  the 
merits  or  demerits  of  the  matter  other  than 
from  the  fact  that  when  I  and  my  associate 
members  of  the  committee  were  returning  from 
Winthrop  the  other  evening  I  saw  the  place 
where  the  parties  were  asking  $2000  damages, 
whereas  instead  of  there  being  any  damage 
there  is  really  a  benefit  to  the  estate.  The  com- 
mittee have  come  in  with  an  order,  which  has 
not  yet  been  read,  asking  that  this  party  be  al- 
lowed $2000  damages.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
best  thing  for  the  alderman  from  the  third  dis- 
trict to  do  would  be  to  move  the  special  assign- 
ment of  this  matter  until  the  other  orders  a  re 
read,  and  then  have  the  whole  matter  assigned 
until  the  members  of  the  Board  can  have  a 
chance  to  look  into  it.  To  my  mind  it  is  al- 
together preposterous  to  think  one  moment  of 
giving  $2000  to  these  parties  who  claim  to  be 
damaged,  when  in  reality  they  get  a  splendid 
benefit.  I  saw  the  premises,  as  I  say,  and  my  at- 
tention being  called  particularly  to  the  matter  I 
examined  the  estate,  and  knowing  what  is  com- 
ing after  this  order  has  been  disposed  of  I  would 
cheerfully  give  my  support  to  a  motion  to  as- 
sign the  order. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  was  lost,  and 
the  order  went  over  under  the  rules. 

In  connection  with  the  above  Aid.  Maguire 
offered  an  order— That  the  sum  of  $2000  be  paid 
to  Daniel  Bohannan  for  grade  damages  to  his 
estate  on  Saratoga  street  (Breed's  Island),  upon 
his  giving  a  release  satisfactory  to  the  city 
solicitor ;  the  same  to'  be  charged  to  the  special 
appropriation  for  Saratoga  and  other  streets. 

Aid.  Sullivan— So  that  the  members  of  the 
Board  may  understand  that  matter  clearly,  I 
desire  just  to  say  a  few  words.  Mr.  Bohannan 
bought  a  house  in  that  locality,  I  believe  two 
years  ago,  and  paid  $3500  for  it.  The  city  of 
Boston  proposes  to  cut  that  hill  down  at  the 
point  where  his  house  is  situated  between  9  and 
10  feet.  A  building  mover  in  Boston  has  esti- 
mated that  he  would  lower  that  building  to 
grade  for  $750.  Mr.  Bohannan,  through  his 
counsel,  asks  the  city  of  Boston  to  pay  him 
$2000.  Mr.  McDonald,  the  superintendent  of 
streets,  spoke  to  me  about  the  matter,  and  I  told 
him  that  the  city  ought  not  to  agree  to  pay  any 
such  sum,  that  it  was  outrageous,  and  now, 
either  at  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee 
on  Paving  or  Mr.  McDonald,  I  don't  know  which, 
this  order  is  put  in.  I  say  that  the  amount  is 
too  large.  I  come  from  that  district,  but  I  think 
that  the  city  of  Boston  never  should  pay  any 
such  amount  as  that. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  move  a  suspension  of  the 
rule.  In  answer  to  the  alderman  from  East 
Boston  I  will  state  that,  as  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, this  is  a  matter  that  I  am  indifferent 
about.  But  it  is  a  matter  that  has  been  before 
the  committee  several  times,  and  although  the 
alderman  says  it  will  cost  $750  to  lower  this 
house,  he  doesn't  estimate  what  this  man  will 
charge  for  the  rent  of  the  house  during  the  time 
they  are  working  on  that  hill.  Now,  the  counsel 
representing  the  man- 
Aid.  Allen— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
gentleman  has  not  informed  us  why  the  rule 
should  be  suspended. 

The  Chair — The  gentleman  will  please  con- 
fine himself  to  the  question  and  give  reasons 
whv  the  rule  should  be  suspended. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  hope  the  rule  will  be  sus- 
pended, as  I  want  an  opportunity  at  this  time  to 
enlighten  the  Board  with  reference  to  this  mat- 
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ter.  If  the  rule  is  suspended  I  propose  to  give 
the  members  of  the  Board  information  that  they 
are  not  possessed  of  now. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  was  declared 
lost. 

Aid.  Maguire  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for 
a  verification  by  yeas  and  nays.  The  motion  to 
suspend  the  rule  was  lost ;  yeas  2,  nays  6 : 

Yeas— Aid.  Maguire,  Sullivan— 2. 

Nays— Aid.  Allen,  Carroll,  Haynes,  Lee,  Mc- 
Laughlin, C.  W.  Smith— G. 

In  connection  with  the  foregoing,  Aid.  Maguire 
also  offered  an  order— That  the  superintendent 
of  streets  be  authorized  to  grade  Saratoga  street, 
(Shay's  hill  )  to  conform  to  the  revised  grade. 
The  expense  of  same  to  be  charged  to  the 
special  appropriation  for  Saratoga  and  other 
streets. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  hope  that  the  rule  will  be 
suspended  and  that  the  order  will  be  passed. 
In  reference  to  that  matter  it  has  been  before 
the  government,  as  I  understand,  long  before  I 
was  on  the  Paving  Committee.  It  has  not  only 
been  urged  by  different  parties  in  East  Boston 
but  also  by  the  alderman  who  represents  East 
Boston  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at  the  present 
time.  To  cut  that  down  to  grade  will  require 
an  expense  of  about  $2000.  When  the  other 
order  came  up  here  this  afternoon  the  alderman 
from  East  Boston,  I  understand,— I  won't  put 
the  blame  and  responsibility  on  him,  when  this 
order  is  so  near  succeeding  as  this,  and  the  gen- 
tleman has  been  working  three  years  for  it.  But 
I  want  the  responsibility  to  rest  where  it  be- 
longs. Now  in  reference  to  the  $2000  I  will  state 
that  the  counsel,  Mr.  Gove,  who  represents  the 
gentleman,  came  before  the  committee,  and 
said  that  he  would  be  willing  to  have  the  su- 
perintendent of  streets  of  the  city  put  the  house 
in  proper  shape  at  the  city's  expense.  That  is 
all  the  gentleman  wishes,  but  if  he  does  it  him- 
self he  wants  $2000.  That  house  stands  on  a 
hill  nine  and  a  half  or  ten  feet  high.  If  it  could 
be  settled  as  low  as  .$2000  the  committee  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  advisable  for 
them  to  recommend  appropriating  $2000  to  meet 
that  expense,  rather  than  have  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton take  the  responsibility  of  lowering  the 
house  themselves.  It  is  immaterial  to  the  gen- 
tleman representing  Mr.  Bohannan— Mr.  Jesse 
Gove— which  plan  is  followed  out.  He  says  he 
is  willing  that  the  city  of  Boston  should  lower 
that  house,  and  that  is  all  he  wants.  I  simply 
want  to  state  the  position  of  the  committee. 
This  is  a  matter  that  has  been  inquired  into  by 
the  superintendent  of  streets,  and  this  is  the 
conclusion  he  came  to  after  consultation 
with  the  gentleman  representing  Mr.  Bohan- 
nan. The  question  for  the  Board  to  de- 
cide is  whether  the  city  will  pay  him  $2000 
or  take  the  responsibility  of  lowering  it 
as  is  proposed. 

Aid.  Haynes— If  I  understand  the  location 
winch  it  is  proposed  to  cut  down  it  seems  to  me 
that  it  is  a  mistake  altogether  to  cut  it  down. 
The  business  of  the  Eastern  railroad  and  the 
railroads  at  the  grand  junction  will  be  increased 
largely  in  the  near  future,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
but  what  they  will  change  from  a  grade  cross- 
ing to  an  overhead  crossing,  as  it  will  be  neces- 
sary. This  land  is  such  as  could  be  utilized  for 
an  overhead  crossing.  On  this  account  it  seems 
to  me  it  would  be  an  actual  injury  to  cut  the 
hill  down.  By  changing  the  grade  at  the  tracks 
they  can  go  over  the  tracks  and  save  a  good 
deal  of  additional  expense.  It  seems  to  me  that 
this  matter  ought  to  he  thoroughly  understood 
before  any  action  is  taken  on  it. 

Aid.  Sullivan — The  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving  saw  fit  to  refer  to  me  person- 
ally, and  throw  the  responsibility  on  me  for  the 
defeat  of  the  order  if  it  is  defeated.  I  desire  to 
say  now  that  I  am  in  favor  of  cutting  down  the 
hill.  I  desire  to  say  at  the  same  time  that  the 
city  should  never  pay  $2000  damages  to  that  es- 
tate, and  I  would  like  to  know  why  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving,  who,  two  weeks  ago,  thought 
$1500  was  enough,  and  was  all  they  would  rec- 
ommend, should  change  their  views  and  recom- 
mend that  the  city  should  give  $2000? 

Aid.  Maguire— Mr.  Chairman. 

The  Chair— Does  the  gentleman  rise  for  infor- 
mation? 

Aid.  Maguire— I  simply  want  to  say— 

The  Chair— Does  the  gentleman  take  the  floor 
for  a  question? 

Aid.  Maguire— I  simply  want  to  answer  the 
statement  the  gentleman  has  made. 


The  Chair— The  alderman  is  not  in  order. 
The  Chair  will  recognize  the  alderman  on  his 
left, 

Aid.  Sullivan— As  I  said  before,  the  main 
object  in  cutting  down  the  hill  is  to  get  gravel 
for  Bennington  street.  I  don't  see  that  the 
superintendent  of  streets  claims  that  it  is  the 
best  gravel  that  he  can  get  for  that  purpose,  but 
the  main  object  in  cutting  down  the  hill  is  to 
get  gravel  for  that  street. 

Aid.  Maguire — In  answer  to  the  gentleman  I 
would  state  that  as  the  gentleman  knows,  that 
matter  has  been  recommended  by  the  super- 
intendent of  streets.  The  gentleman  must 
knowT  that  there  is  always  more  or  less  backing 
and  filling  in  a  matter  of  this  sort.  The  com- 
mittee were  in  favor  of  recommending  that  he 
be  given  $1500,  but  his  counsel  came  before  the 
committee  and  said  that  be  wouldn't  take  that ; 
that  he  either  wanted  $2000  or  that  the  city 
should  take  charge  of  the  matter  and  lower  the 
house  themselves.  The  counsel  for  Mr.  Bo- 
hannan refused  to  accept  the  $1500  proposed  by 
the  committee,  and  stated  that  he  would  either 
take  $2000  or  let  the  city  of  Boston  take  charge 
of  the  matter  and  lower  the  house.  All  he 
wanted  was  to  get  the  house  lowered,  and  he 
said  he  couldn't  get  it  done  at  less  than  $2000. 
I  am  surprised  that  a  gentleman  living  in  East 
Boston  should  know  so  little  about  the  value  of 
property  in  his  own  district. 

Aid.  Allen— I  trust  the  rule  will  not  be  sus- 
pended. This  is  a  question  on  which  all  the 
members  ought  to— 

Aid.  Maguire  withdrew  the  motion  and  the 
order  went  over  under  the  rule. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  COMPANIES. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll  the  Board  took  up 
the  special  assignment,  viz.: 

18.  Order  that  the  Boston  Electric  Light  Corn- 
pan}*  be  authorized  to  acquire  all  the  pole  rights 
of  the  Brush  Electric  Lighting  Company,  Mer- 
chants' Electric  Light  &  Power  Company  and 
the  New  England  Weston  Electric  Light  Com- 
pany, granted  to  them  respectively  by  the  Board 
of  Aldermen. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— I  don't  see  why  this  order 
should  pass,  or  why  there  is  any  necessity  for 
any  such  action,  as  it  seems  to  me  we  have  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  on  Electric  Underground 
Wires,  who  are  to  visit  other  cities  and  investi- 
gate this  very  subject  of  putting  wires  under 
ground.  It  seems  to  me  it  would  be  unwise  for 
the  city  to  grant  these  pole  rights. 

Aid.  Carroll— If  the  gentleman  will  allow 
me  to  explain,  I  would  ask  him  if  he  is  aware 
of  the  fact  that  in  the  action  we  now  propose  to 
take,  we  are  simply  granting  pole  rights  which 
already  exist,  and  the  next  order  on  the  pro- 

framme  is  in  regard  to  the  transferal  of  rights, 
t  is  simply  granting  the  rights  which  already 
exist,  to  one  company  which  is  consolidated  by 
the  union  of  all  these  other  companies.    I  think 
the  alderman  misinterprets  the  order. 
The  order  was  passed. 

Li  connection  with  the  above  Alderman  Car- 
roll also  called  up  the  following  special  assign- 
ment : 

19.  Order  that  the  Brush  Electric  Lighting 
Company  of  Boston,  the  Merchants'  Electric 
Light  and  Power  Company,  and  the  New  Eng- 
land Weston  Electric  Light  Company,  be  hereby 
authorized  to  transfer  to  the  Boston  Electric 
Light  Company,  all  the  pole  rights  that  have 
heretofore  been  granted  to  said  companies,  re- 
spectively, by  the  Board  of  Aldermen.    Passed. 

TORPEDOES  AND  OTHER  DETONATORS. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll  the  Board  pro- 
ceeded to  take  up  special  assignment,  viz. : 

20.  Ordinance  concerning  "torpedoes  and 
other  detonators,"  to  amend  Chapter 53,  Revised 
Ordinances  of  1885. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— I  move  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  ordinance. 

Aid.  Carroll— If  there  is  any  reason  for  in- 
definitely postponing  it  I  will  cheerfully  vote 
for  it.  But  when  members  of  the  Police  Com- 
mission write  us  a  communication  to  the  effect 
that  something  must  be  done  to  stop  a  practice 
that  is  growing  every  day  and  which  every 
member  of  this  Board  is  familiar  with— the 
placing  of  torpedoes  upon  car  tracks,  and  in  oth- 
er ways— I  think  we  should  take  some  more  no- 
tice of  it.  The  use  of  these  explosives  is  some- 
thing that  the  medical  profession  throughout 
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the  entire  city  condemns  in  the  strongest  terms. 
T  personally  know  two  people  who  have  lost 
their  eyesight  by  this  means.  And  it  is  some- 
thing which  is  growing  to  an  alarming  extent, 
and  doing  so  much  injury  to  the  people  and  to 
the  streets  that  we  should  suppress  it.  I  am 
willing  to  allow  the  matter  to  lie  on  the  table, 
if  the  alderman  desires,  in  order  to  find  out 
whether  or  not  there  is  merit  in  it.  But  to  in- 
definitely postpone  the  ordinance  it  seems  to 
me  would  show  disrespect  on  our  part  to  what 
has  been  asked  by  the  Police  Commissioners. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— My  reasons  for  making 
the  motion  was  because  we  had  got  beyond  the 
time  when  it  was  meant  to  strike  at  the  evil.  I 
think  myself  that  there  should  be  something 
done  at  some  time  to  limit  the  use  and  the  sale 
of  certain  classes  of  fireworks,  but  at  the  same 
time  I  can  see  no  reason,  as  the  Fourth  of  July 
comes  but  once  a  year,  for  not  allowing  the  youth 
of  the  city  to  have  their  fling  at  that  time. 
This  was  presented  before  the  Fourth,  and  was 
meant,  I  suppose,  to  strike  at  the  root  of  the  evil 
on  the  Fourth.  But  the  Fourth  is  now  past,  and 
I  move  to  indefinitely  postpone  the  order. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  don't  think  that  the.  state- 
ment of  the  gentleman  is  exactly  as  it  should 
be.  It  may  be  that  he  believes  that  that  is  the 
reason,  but  as  I  understand  it  it  is  a  prevailing 
evil  and  exists  during  the  year.  Everybody 
accustomed  to  ride  in  horsecars  before  the 
Fourth  knows  how  the  horses  are  frightened, 
and  how  it  often  becomes  dangerous  to  persons 
on  the  car,  by  reason  of  the  placing  of  torpedoes 
on  the  car  tracks.  Not  only  that,  hut  we  have 
already  an  ordinance  in  regard  to  firecrackers, 
and  I  believe  there  is  patriotism  enough  to  close 
their  eyes  to  what  is  being  done  on  the  Fourth 
of  July.  I  agree  with  my  friend  Talmage  that 
the  largest  liberty  should  be  granted  to  the 
youth  of  the  city  on  the  Fourth  of  July,  and  the 
louder  the  noise  the  longer  the  memory.  But 
this  is  for  something  outside  of  the  Fourth  of 
July.  I  know  it  means  something  outside  of 
what  is  done  on  the  Fourth  of  July.  I  hope  the 
ordinance  will  not  be  indefinitely  postponed. 
If  there  is  merit  in  it  we  should  pass  it,  if  not  we 
should  reject  it. 

Aid.  Haynes— I  happen  to  live  in  a  district 
that  is  somewhat  famous,  and  I  know  for  eight 
years  we  have  never  had  anything  like  the  last 
four  days.  There  is  no  objection  to  the  Fourth 
of  July,  but  when  they  commence  Friday  and 
carry  it  over  till  Tuesday  it  makes  a  pretty  long 
Fourth.  Nobody  objects  to  patriotism,  and  I 
don't  believe  any  man  would  arrest  a  boy  or  any 
one  else  on  account  of  exultation  and  hilarity 
on  the  fourth  of  July.  But  I  think  this  ordi- 
nance is  going  to  do  some  good,  and  I  think  it 
should  be  put  on  the  records.  I  know  in  Phila- 
delphia they  have  not  had  any  damage  what- 
ever, while  in  New  York  it  has  cost  them  over 
$1,000,000  in  the  last  four  days.  We  don't  want 
a  million  spent  here,  and  if  we  should  have  to 
spend  any  such  amount  there  wouldn't  be 
enough  left  to  go  around  among  the  rest  of  us. 
[Laughter.] 

Aid.  McLaughlin— I  should  be  willing  to 
have  this  ordinance  passed  if  it  applied  as  well 
to  the  selling  as  to  the  use  of  torpedoes. 

Aid.  Haynes— I  think  that  the  answer  is  that 
if  a  family  should  want  to  buy  firecrackers  or 
torpedoes  for  use  on  a  lawn  or  in  a  yard  on  the 
Fourth  of  July  or  any  other  day  there  might  be 
no  objection  to  it.  I  don't  see  any  necessity  of 
putting  that  amendment  on  as  it  does  not  add 
any  force  to  it  and  does  not  carry  out  the  intent 
of  the  ordinance. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  was  de- 
clared carried.  Aid.  Carroll  doubted  the  vote 
and  called  for  a  verification  by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  was  lost ; 
yeas  3,  nays  5 : 

Yeas— Aid.  Lee ,  McLaughlin,  Sullivan— 3. 

Nays— Aid.  Allen,  Carroll,  Haynes,  Maguire, 
C.  W.  Smith-5. 

The  ordinance  was  passed  in  concurrence. 
Aid.  Carroll  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

salary  of  superintendent  of  police. 

The  Board  next  took  up  the  following  special 
assignment  on  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll : 

An  Ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Re- 
vised Ordinances  of  1885 : 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. :  Section  1,  Chapter  6,  of  the 
Revised  Ordinances  of  1885  is  hereby  amended 
in  Section  1  in  the  clause  relating  to  the  salary 
of  the  superintenent  of  police  by  inserting  after 


the  word  "thousand"  the  words  "five  hundred ;" 
in  the  clause  relating  to  the  salary  of  the  deputy 
superintendent  of  police  by  striking  out  the 
word  "three"  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the 
word  "eight;"  in  the  clause  relating  to  the  sal- 
ary of  the  clerk  to  the  superintendent  of  police 
by  striking  out  the  words  "one  thousand  five 
hundred"  and  substituting  in  place  thereof  the 
words  "eighteen  hundred;"  in  the  clause  relat- 
ing to  the  salary  of  the  property  clerk  of  the 
Police  Department  by  striking  out  the  words 
"one  thousand  five  hundred"  and  substituting 
in  place  thereof  the  words  "two  thousand ;"  and 
in  the  clause  relating  to  the  salaries  of  the 
assistant  inspectors  of  police  by  striking  out 
the  words  "three  dollars  a  day  each"  and 
substituting  in  place  thereof  the  word  "and." 

Further  assigned,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll, 
to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board,  as  Aid.  N.  G. 
Smith,  who  was  absent,  had  expressed  a  desire 
to  speak  in  regard  to  it. 

OFFICIAL  BONDS. 

The  following  special  assignment  was  taken 
up  on  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll. 

24.  An  ordinance  in  relation  to  official  bonds, 
(Doc.  109.) 

Aid.  Allen — I  notice  that  it  gives  in  the  list, 
the  agent  of  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery,  $3000.  If  I 
recollect  arightly  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery  has 
passed  from  the  hands  of  the  citv,  and  I  move  to 
strike  out  the  words  "agent  of  Cedar  Grove 
Cemetery,  S3000." 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order 
as  amended  was  passed. 

Aid.  Carroll  moved  to  reconsider;  lost.  Sent 
down. 

SUMMER  VACATION. 

Aid.  Allen  offered  an  order — That  the  regu- 
lar meetings  of  this  Board  on  July  18,  Aug.  1, 
Aug.  15,  Aug,  29,  and  Sept.  12  be  omitted. 

Ordered,  That  orders  of  notice  returnable  on 
July  18,  Aug.  1,  Aug.  15,  Aug.  29,  and  Sept.  12  be 
assigned  to  following  meetings. 

Orders  passed. 

FOURTH  OF  JULY  ORATION. 

Aid.  Allen  offered  an  order— That  the  thanks 
of  the  City  Council  be  expressed  to  John  E. 
Fitzgerald,  for  the  oration  delivered  by  him 
before  the  city  authorities  on  the  4th  inst.,  in 
commemoration  of  the  111th  anniversary  of 
American  Independence,  and  that  he  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  a  copy  thereof  for  publica- 
tion. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule.  Sent 
down. 

PAINTING  OF  ELECTRIC-WIRE  POLES. 

Aid.  Allen  offered  an  order— That  the  Com- 
mittee on  Electric  Wires  report  why  the  elec- 
tric lighting  company  who  have  recently  erect- 
ed poles  on  Tremont  street,  between  Brookline 
street  and  Union  Park,  have  not  painted  the 
poles  as  provided  in  the  permit  by  which  the 
erection  of  the  poles  was  authorized. 

Aid.  Sullivan  moved  to  j.efer  to  Commit- 
tee on  Electric  Wires. 

Aid.  Allen— I  have  not  the  slightest  objec- 
tion to  reference  to  the  committee,  but  I 
would  suggest  that  the  passage  of  the  order 
will  practically  carry  that  point.  We  have 
in  our  printed  conditions  the  condition  that 
the  poles  shall  be  painted,  I  say  that  that 
condition  should  be  enforced.  In  this  case  they 
have  put  up  poles  of  great  dimensions  and  left 
them  unpamted,  and  will  not  do  it  unless  they 
are  forced  to  by  some  action  of  the  Board.  I 
have  no  objection  to  the  order  being  referred 
to  the  committee,  only  I  want  the  poles  painted, 
that  is  all. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  would  inquire  of  the  gentle- 
man, as  a  member  of  the  committee,  if  he  has 
any  particular  color  he  wants  them  painted? 

The  Chair— No  color  is  designated  in  the 
order. 

The  order  was  passed. 

GATES  ON  DRAWBRIDGES. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  offered  an  order— That  the 
superintendent  of  bridges  be  requested  to  place 
at  each  side  of  the  draw  of  the  Washington- 
avenue  bridge  a  suitable  gate  for  the  protection 
of  the  public ;  the  expense  attending  the  same  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Dridges. 

Aid.  Carroll— If  the  alderman  who  drew 
that  order  will  be  willing  to  amend  it  so  that  it 
shall  apply  equally  to  gates  over  all  the  bridges 
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where  they  are  now  needed,  I  should  he  in  favor 
of  it.  I  don't  know  why  he  picked  out  this  par- 
ticular bridge.  I  also  am  aware  of  another 
bridge  where  something  of  the  kind  is  needed, 
and  I  will  move  reference  of  the  order  to  the 
Committee  on  Bridges. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— My  object  in  introducing 
that  order  is  to  protect  the  public  in  getting  on 
and  off  at  that  bridge.  I  was  over  that  way  last 
wees,  and  just  as  I  got  there  the  draw  was  open, 
and  as  it  was  being  closed  as  many  as  50  chil- 
dren got  on  and  off  the  draw  before  it  came  to  a 
stop.  I  spoke  to  the  man  in  charge  there  in  re- 
gard to  it,  and  he  said  there  were  only  two  of 
them  on  the  bridge  at  that  time,  and  it  took 
both  of  them  to  open  the  draw,  as  it 
opens  by  hand  power.  He  stated  that  he 
had  no  one  to  station  at  that  point  to 
keep  people  off.  The  gates  now  in  use  are  of 
no  use  whatever  in  stopping  passengers ;  they  are 
simply  for  teams.  There  are  simply  a  couple  of 
bars  across  there,  as  you  might  express  it.  I 
saw  little  children  from  six  to  eight  years  old 
jumping  over  there  while  it  was  in  motion.  It 
certainly  sent  the  chills  through  me,  as  i  ex- 


pected each  moment  that  some  of  them  would 
get  their  feet  crushed.  I  hope  the  rule  will  be 
suspended  and  the  order  passed.  While  the 
committee  were  visiting  the  bridges  in  the  first 
part  of  the  season  they  called  the  attention  of 
the  superintendent  of  bridges  to  that  fact  and 
asked  him  to  place  something  there  that  would 
protect  the  public.  He  has  paid  no  attention 
to  the  request,  and  I  hope  the  order  will  be 
passed. 

Aid.  Carroll— The  gentleman  himself  is  on 
the  Committee  on  Bridges,  and  if  it  is  referred 
to  that  committee  he  will  have  a  better  oppor- 
tunity to  do  what  he  wishes  done.  He  knows 
himself,  as  well  as  I  do,  that  there  is  another 
bridge  in  the  city  as  badly  off  as  that.  I  say  let 
this  go  to  the  Committee  on  Bridges  and  let 
them  look  over  the  entire  city  of  Boston.  They 
can  then  report  the  order  in  a  new  draft  and 
include  in  it  every  bridge  that  needs  protection. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  withdrew  the  motion  to  sus- 
pend the  rule,  and  the  order  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Bridges. 

Adjourned  at  6.01  P.M.,  on  motion  of  Aid. 
Haynes. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of    the   Common    Council. 


Thursday,  July  7.  1887. 
Regular  meeting    of    the    Common    Council 
at  7.30  P.M.,  President  Barry  in  the  chair  and  a 
quorum  present. 

SUSPENSION   OF  THE  RULES. 

Mr.  Whitmore— According  to  the  usual  cus- 
tom, this  being  the  last  regular  meeting  of  the 
season,  according  to  our  previous  vote,  I  move 
to  suspend  all  joint  and  Council  rules  which 
oblige  an  order  to  be  referred  or  which  prevent 
an  order  from  taking  two  readings  at  one  meet- 
ing, as  is  customary— any  order,  motion  or  reso- 
lution. The  reason  is,  sir,  that  we  may  dispose 
finally  tonight  of  all  matters  that  are  before  us. 
It  is  the  customary  motion  and  I  make  it  at  this 
time. 

Mr.  Sanger— I  am  very  sorry  to  do  anything 
to  delay  this  meeting,  for  I  think  we  are  al  I 
anxious  to  get  through  as  soon  as  possible.  But 
one  matter  has  occurred  to  me,  which,  it  seems 
to  me,  should  go  to  a  committee.  I  refer  to  a 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  which  ap- 
plies to  a  matter  in  the  city  registrar's  depart- 
ment. I  understood  today  from  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7,  who  is  a  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance,  that  there  was  no  Committee  on 
the  City  Registrar's  Department.  I  had  asked 
if  the  matter  had  been  to  the  committee  on 
that  department.  I  now  rind  that  there  is  a 
Committee  on  the  City  Registrar's  Department, 
and  for  that  reason  I  think  that  this  matter, 
which  is  coming  up  tonight,  should  go  to  the 
committee  on  that  depaitment  before  it  is 
passed  upon  by  the  Common  Council.  That  is 
my  only  reason  for  objecting  to  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Dewey — Although  it  might  and  very  like- 
ly would  expedite  matters  to  pass  this  sweeping 
order,  it  does  not  seem  to  me  that  it  would  be 
exactly  right  to  vote  to  suspend  all  joint  rules 
at  the  beginning  of  the  meeting  before  we 
know  what  matters  may  come  up  to  be  affected 
by  such  action  on  our  part.  Now  if  the  mem- 
bers will  refrain  from  making  lengthy  speeches 
I  think  probably  the  rules  can  be  suspended  on 
all  matters.  As  a  means  of  expediting  busi- 
ness, when  this  is  disposed  of,  I  shall  make  a 
motion  that  remarks  this  evening  shall  be  lim- 
ited to  five  minutes.  That,  if  carried,  will 
probably  help  matters  somewhat.  But  1  hope 
all  joint  rules  will  not  be  suspended  now. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  gentleman  has  misun- 
derstood what  I  said.  I  did  not  move  to  suspend 
all  joint  rules ;  I  said  all  joint  and  Council  rules 
which  oblige  a  matter  to  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee, and  which  prevent  an  order  from  taking 
its  second  reading  and  being  put  upon  its  pas- 
sage at  the  same  meeting  at  which  it  takes  its 
first  reading.  I  don't  propose  to  suspend  any 
other  joint  rules  or  Council  rules.  And,  sir, 
with  regard  to  what  the  gentleman  has  said  as 
to  what  matters  may  come  up,  the  proper  time 
to  make  this  motion  I  have  made  is  at  the  be- 
ginning, when  we  all  stand  alike  in  the  matter, 
and  if  any  improper  motions  or  orders  are  intro- 
duced, we  can  vote  them  down.  For  my  own 
part  I  have  nothing  in  particular  to  bring  for- 
ward, and  no  new  matters  to  spring,  or  anything 
of  the  kind,  and  I  take  it  for  granted  that  every 
member  here  wishes  to  expedite  business.  This 
action  has  been  taken,  I  believe,  almost  invaria- 
bly for  the  last  ten  years  by  the  Council'.  The 
alternative,  I  hardly  need  say.  is  this— another 
meeting.  We  have  a  number  of  matters  on  our 
calendar— three  or  four  ordinances  and  three  or 
four  matters  which  stand  there  and  which,  if 
read  once  under  the  rule  tonight,  would  require 
to  go  over.  If  they  should  go  over,  the  mayor 
most  certainly,  in  discharge  of  his  duty,  will  call 
us  together  again.  Instead  of  being  afraid  of 
what  is  not  visible,  I  thinklwe  had  better  suspend 
the  rules  and  act  as  we  have  always  done. 

Mr.  Sanger— It  seems  to  me  if  a  motion  to 
suspend  the  rules  should  be  made,  whenever  it 
becomes  necessary  this  evening  that  we  should 
expedite  matters  in  the  manner  suggested  by 


Mr.  Whitmore,  it  will  be  carried,  and  would  be 
far  preferable  to  the  sweeping  motion  offered  at 
this  time,  when  most  of  us  do  not  know  what 
matters  are  coming  before  us  this  evening.  It 
seems  to  me  that  if  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
will  consent  that  that  be  done  we  shall  all  labor 
together  to  expedite  matters  this  evening. 

Mr.  Whitmore— In  reply  to  this  suggestion  I 
will  only  say  this — 

The  President— The  Chair  will  say  at  this 
time,  if  Mr.  Whitmore  will  pardon  me,  that  if 
Mr.  Whitmore's  motion  is  carried  it  doesn't 
prevent  members  from  referring  matters. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  Chair  has  said  about 
what  I  was  going  to  say,  that  it  only  removes 
so  much  of  the  rule  as  says  that  the  matter 
shall  be  referred.  For  instance,  any  question 
of  a  loan  or  transfer,  under  our  rules,  must  go 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  Now  I  don't 
know  that  any  thing  of  immediate  importance 
is  coming  up,  but  if  there  should  anything  of 
the  kind  arise,  it  doesn't  seem  as  though  the 
Council  should  have  to  wait  until  the  fall  be- 
fore attending  to  it.  In  regard  to  the  sugges- 
tion that  we  wait,  I  would  say  that  the  moment 
a  person  is  disappointed  in  getting  a  suspension 
of  the  rule  on  one  project  the  whole  peaceable 
compact  goes  to  pieces.  Therefore  the  only 
way,  as  I  say,  is  to  start  out  on  this  basis. 

Mr.  AVhitmore's  motion  to  suspend  certain 
joint  and  Council  rules  was  declared  carried. 
Mr.  Dewey  doubted  the  vote ;  a  rising  vote  was 
taken  and  the  motion  was  carried,  2G  voting  in 
the  affirmative,  11  in  the  negative.  Mr.  Whall 
moved  to  reconsider ;  lost 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  am  very  happy  to  endorse 
the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  in  the  third 
section.  I  move  that  for  this  evening  the  rule 
be  amended  so  that  the  time  allowed  each 
member  for  debate  shall  be  five  minutes,  in- 
stead of  15. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

long  island. 
Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order— That  all  that 
portion  of  Long  Island  owned  by  the  city  of 
Boston  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  placed  in 
charge  of  the  Board  of  Directors  for  Public  In- 
stitutions, with  full  power  to  control  the  occu- 
pation and  use  of  the  same. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  have  been  informed  that 
there  was  a  message  from  His  Honor  the  Mayor 
on  that  subject.  I  didn't  recollect  it  for  a  mo- 
ment, I  move  that  the  message  be  read  at  this 
time. 

By  direction  of  the  president  the  clerk  read 
the  following: 

Executive  Department,  1 
July  7, 1887.  I 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,— I  transmit  herewith  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Board  of  Directors  for  Public 
Institutions  in  relation  to  the  occupancy  of  Long 
Island,  which  requires  prompt  attention. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Boston,  July  7,  1887. 
To  His  Honor  Mayor  O'Brien,  and  the  Honora- 
ble City  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
Gentlemen.— I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you 
that  the  buildings  for  the  "Home  for  Paupers" 
are  now  ready  for  occupancy.    There  are  20  or 
more  families  still  residing  on  the  island,  and 
the  hoard  deems  it  unwise  to  remove  the  pau- 
pers to  the  island  while  the  present  occupants 
remain,  and  respectfully  request  the  City  Coun- 
cil to  take  some  action  m  the  matter. 
I  am,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  B.  Martin.  President. 
The  message  was  sent  up  and  the  order  was 
read  a  second  time  and  passed.    Mr.  Whitmore 
moved  to  reconsider ;  lost,    Sent  up. 

the  official  report. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order— That  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Printing  be,  and 
it  hereby  is  authorized  to  contract  for  one  year, 
from  July  1st  current,  for  reporting  and  publish- 
ing in  some  daily  newspaper  the  proceedings  of 
the  City  Council,  such  contract  to  be  subject  to 
the  orders  already  passed,  and  not  to  exceed  the 
sum  already  appropriated  for  that  purpose. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore— As  this  is  an  important  order, 
I  think  it  is  proper  to  state  that  it  is  the  usual 
order,  but  by  some  accident  it  has  not  been 
passed  this  year.     As  everybody  will    see,  it 
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merely  gives  the  authority  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing  to  carry  out  any  orders  they  may  have 
already  received.  The  order  they  have  received 
is  to  advertise  and  see  what  proposals  will  be 
received  from  the  daily  newspapers.  I  hope  the 
Council  will  pass  this  order,  because  without 
some  such  power  as  we  have  had  in  past  years, 
the  committee  would  be  unable  to  accept  even 
the  most  favorable  offer. 

The  order  was  passed.  Mr.  Whitrnore  moved 
to  reconsider;    lost.    Sent  up. 

SETTEES   ON  THE  TRAINING  FIELD,  WARD  5. 

Mr.  McKenna  offered  an  order— That  the  su- 
perintendent of  Common  and  squares  be  re- 
quested to  place  settees  on  the  training'  field 
during  the  summer  months  in  Ward  5. 

'Passed..  Mr.  McKenna  moved  to  reconsider; 

ost.    Sent  up. 

SALARIES  OE  LAW  DEPARTMENT  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  McEnany  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  report  an  ordinance 
increasing  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  the 
Law  Department!  to  such  amount  as  the  com- 
mittee may  deem  just  and  expedient. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

VACATION  PAT  OF  POLICE  OFFICERS. 

Mi-.  Fowler  offered  an  order— That  the 
Board  of  Police  Commissioners  be  and  they 
hereby  are  authorized  to  make  up  the  pay  rolls 
so  that  the  police  officers  of  the  city  of  Boston, 
and  their  other  employees  shall  receive  the  pay 
accruing  during  their  regular  vacation  upon 
the  pay-day  previous  to  their  leave  of  absence. 

Passed.  Mr.  Fowler  moved,  to  reconsider; 
lost.    Sent  up. 

DRAWTENDERS  AND  ASSISTANTS   TO  BE    SPECIAL 
POLICE. 

Mr.  Leary  offered  an  order— That  the  Com- 
mittee on  Bridges  be  requested  to  consider  the 
feasibility  of  making  all  drawtenders  and  as- 
sistants special  police  officers. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Leary,  to  the 
Committee  on  Bridges. 

THE  CITY  TO  PURCHASE  COAL  BY  THE  CARGO. 

Mr.  Leary  offered  an  order— That  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  consider  the  expediency 
of  the  city  purchasing,  by  the  cargo,  all  coal  re- 
quired for  the  various  departments,  and  if 
deemed  advisable  to  report  an  ordinance  to  pro- 
vide lor  the  same. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Leary,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  ordinances. 

WORCESTER  SQUARE  FENCE. 

Mr.  Perkins  offered  an  order— That  the 
superintendent  of  Common  and  public  gounds 
be  requested,  with  the  approval  ofthe  mayor,  to 
remove  the  iron  fence  from  Worcester  square. 

Mr.  Perkins— 1  desire  to  say  that  this  mat- 
ter has  been  in  the  bands  of  the  Committee 
on  Common  and  Squares  for  a  number  of  weeks, 
but  the  chairman  tells  me  1 1  mi  for  the  last  three 
weeks  be  has  not  been  aide  to  get  a  quorum  of 
the  committee  together.    I  saw  thdchairman 

loda> .  ami  he  ad\  ised  me  to  have  Ibis  order  put 

through  tonight.  I  simply  desire  in  say  thai 
two  years  ago  a  petition  came  in  here  from  the 
residents  of  that  square  desiring  (lie  removal  of 
that  fence.  It  was  not  signed  by  all  of  them, 
and  was  not  carried,  but  today  every  person 
around  that  square  desires  the  removal  of  the 
fence,  and  as  no  money  from  the  City  is  asked 

for,  I  think  no  members  ol'   this  body  can  object 

to  it.  Ii  this  order  is  pui  through  the  work  can 
go  on  during  the  summer,  but  it  not,  it  will 
have  to  go  over  until  the  tall.  The  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares  said 
that  it  had  better  be  put  through  tonight.    So, 

if  it  does  not  require  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  as 
I  think  it  does  not,  I  should  like  to  have  it  put 
upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Whali- I  would  ask  the  gentleman  in 
the  fourth  division  whether  or  not,  the  same 

identical  order  is  before  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon a nd  Public  Squares? 
Mr.  Perkins— I  think  it  is.    I  am  quite  sure 

that  it  has  been,  but  the  chairman  tells  mi- 
today  he  has  not  been  able  for  two  or  three 
v.i  I  3,  or  several  weeks,  to  get  a  quorum  to- 
gether of  the  committee.  Otnerwise  he  would 
have  had  it  brought  up. 

Mr.  Whall— Thai  being  the  case,  l raise  the 
point  of  order  that  the  order  has  no  standing 


before  the  Council,  having  been  already  intro- 
duced and  referred  to  a  committee. 

Mr.  Perkins— I  don't  know  positively  that  it 
has  been,  only  that  the  chairman  has  had  the 
matter  in  hand,  and  tells  me  he  is  unable  or  has 
been  unable  to  get  a  quorum  of  the  committee. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  say.  for  the 
information  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  that 
he  would  be  unable  to  make  a  ruling  on  that 
point  of  order,  as  he  has  no  way  of  discovering 
whether  this  order  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
18  has  introduced  is  the  same  order  that  is  be- 
fore that  committee. 

Mr.  Blume— As  a  member  of  that  committee, 
1  have  no  information  whatever  on  the  subject 
of  this  order.  I  think  this  is  my  second  year  on 
that  committee,  and  I  have  never  heard  until 
tonight,  within  my  rememberance.  any  mention 
of  the  subject  of  tne  removal  of  that  fence.  On 
general  principles  I  am  opposed,  and  shall 
certainly  remain  very  decidedly  opposed,  to  any 
order  of  this  kind  to  remove  that  fence.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  IS  informs  me  that  this 
matter  has  been  hanging  along  in  the  Commit- 
tee on  Common  and  Public  Grounds  for  three 
years.  I  have  never  heard  of  it  in  two  years, 
and  I  should  think  that  anyone  so. exceedingly 
anxious  to  have  a  hearing  on  this  question 
would  not  come  in  here  at  the  eleventh  hour 
and  advocate  taking  hasty  action  on  a  matter 
which  I  consider  of  some  moment.  I  hope  the 
order  will  not  take  a  second  reading  at  this 
time,  but  will  go  over  until  the  fall. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  reference  of  the  order  to 
the  Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Ground  . 

Mr.  Wilson  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Whall— I  hope  the  previous  question  will 
not  be  put,  because  if  carried  it  cuts  off  the  ref- 
erence. I  understund  from  one  gentleman  who 
is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Common  and  Public  Grounds,  that  the  matter 
has  not  been  considered  by  that  committee.  I 
understand  that  certain  abutters  have  interests 
at  stake  in  the  preservation  or  continued  use  of 
that  fence.  Last  year  we  had  a  considerable 
debate  in  regard  to  the  removal  of  a  fence  over 
in  South  Boston,  and  1  have  no  doubt  some  val- 
uable hours  were  spent  in  debating  the  ques- 
tion. Now  tonight  in  the  hurly-burly  of  ad- 
journment, we  would  not  be  treating  the  rights 
of  the  persons  interested  in  this  matter  in  a 
proper  way  if  we  should  rush  this  through. 
That  fence  can  stay  there  until  the  fall  and  will 
not  be  doing  any  barm.  I  certainly  trust  that 
the  previous  question  will  not  be  ordered. 

Mr.  Mi'Nary— I  also  hope  that  the  motion  for 
the  previous  question  will  not  be  carried,  hut 
that  the  order  will  be  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee. It  must  be  obvious  to  every  gentleman  in 
the  Council  that  the  removal  of  a  public  fence 
from  a  public  park  is  a  public  evil,  It  may  not 
so  work  in  this  particular  case,  but  that  is  the 
way  it  has  always  worked.  We  have  had  to 
spend  some  thousands  of  dollars  to  place  a  fence 
around  Independence  square,  and  we  ought  to 
place  one  around  Thomas  park,  as  it  is  almost 
ruined,  but  there  isn't  money  to  do  the  work. 
This  may  be  a  similar  case,  and  for  that  reason 
the  Committee  on  Common  ami  Squares  ought 
to  examine  into  the  case.  It  ought  to  come  be- 
fore that  committee.  I  quite  agree  with  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  v  that  we  ought  not  to 

push  this  matter  through  tonight,  and  perhaps 
come  in  next  year  for  an  appropriation  of  from 
$3000  to  $6000  to  pu1  a  fence  around  il  again. 

Mr.  Perkins— I  am  not  personally  interested 
in  the  matter,  but  it  lias  been  the  desire  of  those 
people  lot-  two  or  three  years  thai  that  fence 
should  be  removed,  and    some   of   the   residents 

bave  been  to  me  about  it.  The  parties  who  de- 
sire Ibis  fence  removed,  propose  that  it  shall  be 
done  without;  expenue  to  the  city.  Not  a  dolla  r 
will  be  asked  for.  The  parties  there  stand 
ready  at  any  moment  to  pay  for  taking  the  fence 
down. 

Mr.  Whall— And  to  sell  the  fence  for  old 
junk? 

Mr.  Perkins— Not  a  dollar  will  be  asked  for 
to  lake  l  he  fence  away.  That  park  is  public 
ground  and  surrounded  by  private  residences, 
and  it  seems  the  owners  of  property  and  resi- 
dents in  that  square  ought  to  know  whatthej 
want  themselves  and  not  have  to  be  told  by 
other  people.  They  have  been  clamoring  for 
two  or  three  years  anxiously  that  that  fence 
shall  bo  removed.  As  I  say,  not  a  dollar  is  .ask- 
ed for.  They  are  till  good  taxpayers  there,  but 
some  of  t  lifin.  I  understand,  threaten  to  move 
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awav  out  of  town  if  they  cannot  have  something 
done  with  regard  to  this  matter.  Some  of  them 
pay  considerable  taxes,  I  have  been  surprised 
at  the  feeling  that  has  been  expressed  in  the 
matter,  and  I  have  told  some  of  them  to  wait 
until  the  thing  came  up  in  its  regular  course,  to 
be  acted  on  by  the  government.  My  only  rea- 
son for  bringing  the  matter  up  is  that  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  is  anxious  to  to  get  it 
through,  and  if  they  had  had  a  quorum  at  the 
last  two  or  three  meetings  it  would  have  gone 
through  the  committee.  That  is  all  I  have  to 
say. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  hope  the  mam  question 
will  not  be  put.  because  I  think  from  what  has 
been  said  that  this  matter  ought  to  go  to  a  com- 
mittee. The  gentleman  who  just  took  his  seat 
spoke  as  though  the  residents  of  that  square 
own  the  city  land.  For  that  reason  I  think  this 
ought  to  go  to  a  committee,  and  let  these  "peo- 
ple learn  that  a  public  park  belongs  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Boston  and  not  to  a  few  property  owners, 
and  that  it  has  to  be  administered  for  the  good 
of  the  citizens. 

The  main  question  was  declared  not  ordered. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Common  and  Public  Squares.  Mr.  Blume  moved 
to  reconsider;  lost.    Sent  down. 

LABOR  DAY. 

Mr.  Carroll  offered  an  order— That  the 
mayor  be  requested  to  instruct  the  heads  of  the 
various  departments  to  grant  a  holiday  without 
loss  of  pay  to  all  employees  whose  services  can 
be  dispensed  with  on  "Labor  day,"  Septembers. 

Passed.  Mr.  Carroll  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 
Sent  up. 

NEW  CAMBRIDGE  BRIDGE  LOAN. 

Mr.  Whitmore— As  a  matter  of  the  highest 
kind  of  privilege  I  desire  to  submit  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  conference. 

The  clerk  read : 

The  special  committee  of  the  Common  Coun- 
Council  appointed  to  confer  with  a  similar  com- 
mittee of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  the  matter 
of  difference  between  the  two  branches  con- 
cerning the  payment  of  interest  on  the  bonds  of 
the  New  Cambridge  Bridge  Loan,  respectfully 
report  that  they  have  conferred  with  the  com- 
mittee of  the  aldermen  and  recommend  that 
the  Common  Council  recede  from  its  former 
action  and  adopt  the  order  with  the  following 
amendments,  namely : 

Insert  after  the  words  "in  gold''  the  words  "or 
currency,  according  to  the  bids  accepted  there- 
for." 

Add  at  the  close  of  the  order  the  words  "pro- 
vided, that  the  whole  loan  and  interest  shall  be 
payable  either  in  gold  or  in  currency,  and  not  a 
portion  in  each  method." 

The  committee  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
following  order. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  H.  Whitmore., 
William  B.  F.  Whall, 
George  R.  Fowler, 

Committee- 
Ordered,  That  the  city  treasurer  be  instructed 
in  advertising  for  bids  for  the  "New  Cambridge 
Bridge  Loan,"  to  request  bidders  to  state  wheth- 
er they  require  the  bonds  and  interest  to  be  pay- 
able in  gold  or  in  currency,  and  to  allow  each 
bidder  to  offer  different  bids  for  each  kind  of 
bond, 

The  report  was. accepted. 

Mr.  Whitmore—  I  desire  to  state  briefly  the 
conclusions  to  which  the  committee  of  confer- 
ence unanimously  arrived.  The  Board  of  Al- 
dermen originally  passed  the  order  with  a 
provision  that  these  bonds  shall  be  paid  in  gold, 
and  we  disagreed  with  them.  We  now  suggest 
that  the  bonds  be  paid  in  gold  or  in  currency, 
according  to  the  bids  which  may  be  accepted, 
and  we  put  in  a  proviso  that  all  the  bonds  and 
interest  shall  be.paid  either  in  gold  or  in  cur- 
rency, and  not  part  in  gold  and  part  in  currency. 
The  order  which  we  report  is  to  make  the  mat- 
ter a  little  plainer.  I  think  this  was  the  only 
possible  way  of  compromise  between  the  two 
branches.  Moreover,  if  this  order  be  passed,  it 
will  enable  us  to  find  out  what  is  now  a  matter 
of  a  great  deal  of  discussion,  whether  a  gold 
bond  really  commands  a  greater  price  than  a 
currency  bond,  ami  how  much  the  difference  is. 
today,  in  the  minds  of  bankers  and  capitalists. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  the  Council 
voted  to  recede  from  its  former  action, 


The  loan  order  was  amended  as  recommended 
by  the  committee  of  conference,  and  as 
amended  was  passed,  yeas  54,  nays  0 : 

Yeas— Atwood,  Barry,  Blume,  Burr,  Carroll, 
Carstensen,  Chamberlain,  Cochran,  Coleman, 
Connolly,  Coyle,  Davern,  Desmond,  Dewey, 
Dolan,  Duggan,  Fisher,  Foss,  Fowler,  P.  J.  Gal- 
lagher. Gomez,  Harrington.  Hayes,  Kelley,  Lat- 
timore,  Lauten,  Leary.  Mahoney,  McEnaney, 
McKenna,  McNary,  F.  Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison, 
J.  Murphy.  Nunan,  O'Mealey.  Perkins,  Perry, 
E.  J.  Powers,  Reilly,  Sanger,  Shaw,  E.  Sullivan, 
J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan.  Sundberg,  Teevens, 
Thayer,  Tracy,  Tuttle,  Webster,  Whall,  Whit- 
more, Wilson — 54. 

Nays— 0.  T ' 

Absent  <  r  not  voting — Bowman,  Clark.  Dunn, 
Fottler,  Frost,  J.  Gallagher,  naggerty,  Keliher, 
Kennedy,  Ladd,  Light,  J.  J.  Murphy.  W.  H. 
Murphy,  Norton,  C.  C.  Powers,  Richards,  Short, 
Snow— 18. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

The  order  reported  by  the  committee  of  con- 
ference was  read  a  second  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 
Sent  up. 

reports  from  the  finance  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall  the  rule  was  suspen- 
ded to  enable  him  to  offer  sundry  reports  from 
the  Finance  Committee  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Whall — I  move  that  the  reports  be  taken 
up  separately.  It  may  be  necessary  afterwards, 
if  there  is  any  objection  to  any  particular  legis- 
lation or  report,  to  vote  upon  each  order  by 
itself. 

The  President— If  no  objection  is  made  the 
Chair  will  direct  the  clerk  to  take  the  reports 
up  separately. 

1.  Report  on  the  order  for  a  loan  of  .8:500,000  for 
the  Stony-brook  improvement,  recommending 
the  passage  of  the  order  in  the  following  new 
draft: 

Ordered,  That  the  city  treasurer  be  author- 
ized to  borrow  the  sum  of  §500,000  for  the  term 
of  30  years,  and  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of 
4  per  cent  per  annum,  payable  semi-annually, 
the  certificates  for  which  shall  be  denominated 
on  the  face  thereof,  "Stony-brook  Improvement 
Scrip,"— which  sum  is  hereby  appropriated  for 
the  purcnase  of  land,  payment  of  damages, 
construction  of  all  channels  and  work  necessary 
and  proper  for  the  accomplishment  of  the 
improvement  of  Stony  brook,  as  authorized 
by  Chapter  428  of  the  Acts  of  1887,  and  all 
expenses  incident  thereto ;  and  the  super- 
intendent of  sewers,  under  the  direction  of  His 
Honor  the  Mayor,  is  hereby  authorized  to  make 
settlements  for  all  damages  and  to  construct 
said  channel  substantially  in  accordance  with 
the  plan  of  the  commisioners  as  laid  down  in 
their  report  to  the  City  Council  in  1886. 

2.  Report  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
following  order  for  a  transfer  to  meet  the  pay- 
ment of  an  execution  of  court  against  the  city : 

Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  be  authorized 
to  transfer  the  sum  of  $4305.06  from  the  reserved 
fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Hanover-street 
widening. 

3.  Report  on  the  order  to  provide  an  additional 
allowance  for  clerk  hire  in  the  City  Registrar's 
Department— Recommending  the  passage  of  the 
order  in  the  following  new  draft.  They  also 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
ordinance,  which  has  been  approved  as  to  form 
by  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  making  the 
required  change  in  the  salary  ordinance  (Chap- 
ter 6,  R.  O.  of  1885)  : 

Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  be  authorized 
to  transfer  the  sum  of  $600  Erom  the  reserved 
fund  to  the  appropriation  for  City  Registrar's 
Department,  for  additional  compensation  to  the 
male  clerks  in  said  department. 
An  Ordinance 
To  Amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1885. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1885.  as  amended  in  Section  2,  by  Chapter  18 
of  the  Ordinances  of  1886,  in  the  clause  estab- 
lishing the  amount  for  clerk-hire  in  the  City 
Registrar's  Department,  is  hereby  further 
amended  by  striking  out  the  words  "six  thou- 
sand four  hundred"  and  inserting  the  words 
"seven  thousand"  in  place  thereof. 

4.  Report  on  the  request  of  the  Superinten- 
dent of  Public  Buildings  for  an  additional  ap- 
propriation  of    $35,000  for    repairs  of    school 
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houses— Recommending  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Ordered.  That  the  City  Auditor  be  author- 
ized to  transfer  the  sum  of  $35,000  from  the  re- 
served fund  to  the  appropriation  for  school 
houses,  public  buildings. 

5.  Report  on  the  order  (referred  June  30,  1SS7). 
to  transfer  from  the  appropriation  for  improved 
sewerage,  dwelling  houses,  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  improved  sewerage  the  sum  of  $20,000— 
That,  in  their  opinion,  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

6.  Report  on  the  order  (referred  June  30. 1887), 
to  transfer  the  balance  of  the  appropriation  for 
Albany  street  bridge  to  the  appropriation  for 
bridges— That,  in  their  opinion,  the  order  ought 
to  pass. 

7.  Report  on  the  communication  (referred 
June  27,  1887)  from  the  Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope 
Cemetery  in  regard  to  purchasing  land  for  the 
nnvpose  of  procuring  gravel  for  the  cemetery— 
Rl  commending  the  passage  of  the  following  or- 
der : 

Ordered.  That  the  city  auditor  be  authorized 
to  transfer  the  sum  of  $1200  from  the  reserved 
fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Mt.  Hope  Ceme- 
tery, purchase  of  land ;  said  sum  to  be  expended 
by  the  Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery,  under 
the  direction  of  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  in  pur- 
chasing three  lots  of  land  for  the  gravel  thereon, 
for  the  use  of  said  cemetery,  as  set  forth  in  the 
communication  of  said  trustees  presented  to 
the  City  Council  June  27,  1S87. 

The  reports  were  severally  accepted. 

The  first  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing, read  a  second  time,  and  put  upon  its  pas- 
sage. 

Mr.  Whall— Unless  objection  is  made  to  this 
particular  order,  I  move  that  it  be  laid  aside  on 
the  question  of  its  passage  until  we  come  to  such 
number  of  orders  as  against  which  there  are  no 
objections.  If  the  gentleman  desires  any  ex- 
planation of  the  subject,  of  course  the  commit- 
tee is  ready  and  willing  to  give  it  now. 

Mi-.  Wilson— In  the  reading  of  the  order  I 
failed  to  distinctly  understand  whether  the 
loan  would  be  at  4  per  cent  or  at  not  exceeding 
4  per  cent. 

The  clerk  read  the  order. 

Mr  Whall— I  move  that  the  question  on  the 
passage  of  the  order  be  suspended  for  the  time 
being. 

Mr.  Sanger— In  connection  with  this  matter 
I  would  say  that  I  object  to  the  passage  at  this 
time  of  one  order,  which  refers  to  the  city  regis- 
trar's department,  and  which  I  presume  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  7  would  have  considered 
in  connection  with  the  others,  I  shall  move 
that  it  he  referred  to  the  Committee  on  City 
Registrar's  Department. 

Ihe  order  making  a  transfer  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Hanover  street  widening  was  ordered 
to  a  second  reading,  read  a  second  time,  and 
put  upon  its  passage. 

The  order  to  transfer  $000  from  the  reserved 
fund  to  the  appropriation  for  the  city  registrar's 
department  was  read  and  the  question  was 
upon  giving  it  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  McKenna— As  a  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  City  Registrar's  Department,  I  think  it  is 
nothing  more  than  just  that  this  matter  should 
be  referred  to  that  committee.  I  think  it  is 
about  time  that  we  had  finished  raising  the  sal- 
aries of  members  of  the  different  city  depart- 
ments and  had  begun  to  do  something  in  regard 
to  raising  the  pay  of  the  laborers.  I  think  we 
should  have  done  that  long  before  this.  I  move 
that  this  order  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Citv  Registrar's  Department. 

Mr.  Whall— I  certainly  can  sympathize  with 
the  gentleman  in  the  fact  that  his  committee 
has  met  only  once  or  not  at  all  during  the  pres- 
ent year.  I  certainly  would  wish  that  some  of 
the  business  that  accumulates  upon  myself  in 
the  various  committees  could  be  shifted  upon 
his  willing  shoulders.  But  there  is  no  necessity 
for  the  reference  of  this  matter  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  City  Registrar's  Department.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  to  whom  the  Council  re- 
ferred this  matter,  gave  a  hearing  which  occu- 
pied an  hour,  and  then  upon  motion  of  Aid.  Al- 
len, I  believe,  it  was  unanimously  voted  to  allow 
these  men,  who  work  nearly  every  day  in  the 
year,  and  some  of  them  holidays  and  Sundays, 
and  whose  duties  have  hern  increased  by  legis- 
lation in  the  past,  some  increase  in  their  pay.  I 
say  it  was  voted  unanimously  to  grant  their  re- 
quest, and  the  ordinance  was  drafted  and  sent 
to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  from  whom  it 


came  today  with  the  endorsement  that  it  was  in 
proper  form.  I  do  not  think  we  can  get  any  new 
light  by  sending  it  to  the  Committee  on  City 
Registrar's  Department.  I  admit  that  it  should 
have  gone  there  primarily.  Until  a  few  moments 
ago  I  thought  there  was  no  Committee  on  the 
City  Registrar's  Department.  But  since  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Finance  have  gone  into  the 
subject,  no  doubt  as  deeply  as  the  Committee  on 
City  Registrar's  Department  would  have  done, 
and  as  they  have  obtained  all  the  light  that  is 
possible  to  have  upon  this  subject,  I  cannot  see 
any  reason  for  sending  it  to  the  Committee  onCitv 
Registrar's  Department.unless  it  is  the  desire  and 
the  pleasure  of  the  Council  to  kill  the  bill  for 
the  time  being.  Of  course  if  the  Council  wish 
to  kill  the  bill,  I  say  let  it  be  done  decently,  and 
not  by  sending  it  to  the  Committee  on  City 
Registrar's  Department.  But  if  the  Council  be- 
lieve that  the  subject  has  been  properly  con- 
sidered by  the  Committee  on  Finance,  then  let 
us  decide  now,  either  to  kill  it  outright,  or  speed 
it  along  and  pass  the  bill. 

Mr.  McKenna— During  the  past  year  a  great 
many  things  looking  to  the  improvement  of  the 
welfare  of  the  laboring  people  have  been  intro- 
duced here,  and  they  have  all  been  buried 
somewhere.  Early  in  the  season  I  offered  an 
order  and  it  was  referred  to  a  committee,  and 
we  have  never  heard  from  that  order  since.  It 
certainly  has  been  buried  out  of  sight.  While  I 
have  no  objection  to  raising  the  salaries  of  these 
men  and  giving  them  decent  compensasion  if 
they  deserve  it,  I  think  it  is  no  more  than  just 
to  refer  the  matter  to  the  Committee  on  City 
Registrar's  Department  and  let  them  consider 
it.  It  does  not  follow  that  because  the  com- 
mittee have  not  met  inside  of  six  months 
they  cannot  be  called  together  and  consider 
what  is  the  right  thing  to  do. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  City 
Registrar's  Department  was  declared  carried. 
Mr.  Whall  doubted  the  vote,  the  Council  was 
divided,  17  in  the  affirmative,  IS  in  the  negative, 
and  the  motion  to  refer  was  declared  lost.  Mr. 
McKenna  doubted  the  vote,  and  on  his  motion 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.  The  motion  to 
refer  to  Citv  Registrar's  Department  was  lost; 
yeas  20,  nays  29 : 

Yeas  —  Blunie,  Carstensen,  Cochran,  Coyle, 
Dewey,  Uolan,  Duggaii.  Kelley,  Lattimore,  Mc- 
Kenna, F.  Morison.F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  MurDhy, 
Perkins,  E.  J,  Powers,  Sanger,  E.  Sullivan, 
Thayer,  Webster,  Wilson— 20. 

Nays— Atwood,  Burr,  Carroll,  Chamberlain, 
Connolly,  Davern,  Fisher,  Foss,  Fowler,  P.  J. 
Gallagher,  Gomez,  Hayes,  Keliher,  Lauten,  Ma- 
honey,  McEnaney,  McNary,  Nunan,  ( )'Mealey, 
Reilly,  Shaw,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Suhd- 
berg,  Teevens,  Tracy,  Tuttle,  Whall,  Whitmore 
—29. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Barry,  Bowman,  Clark, 
Coleman,  Desmond,  Dunn,  Fottler,  Frost,  J. 
Gallagher,  Haggerty,  Harrington,  Kennedy, 
Ladd,  Leary,  Light,  J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Mur- 
phy, Norton,  Perry,  C.  C.  Powers,  Richards, 
Short,  Snow— 23. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading, 
read  a  second  time  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

The  ordnance  accompanying  the  report  in  re- 
gard to  the  City  Registrar's  Department  was 
ordered  to  a  second  reading,  read  a  second 
time  and  passed.  Mr.  Whall  moved  to  recon- 
sider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

The  order  to  transfer  $35,000  from  the  reserved 
fund  to  the  appropriation  for  schoolhouscs, 
public  buildings,  was  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing, read  a  second  time  and  put  upon  its  pas- 
sage. 

The  order  to  transfer  $20,000  from  the  appro- 
priation for  improved  sewerage,  dwelling 
houses,  to  the  appropriation  for  improved  sew- 
erage was  ordered  to  a  second  reading,  read  a 
second  time  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

The  order  to  transfer  the  balance  of  the  ap- 
propriation for  Albany-street  bridge  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  bridges  was  orderod  to  a  second 
leading,  read  a  second  time  and  put  upon  its 
passage. 

The  order  to  transfer  .$1200  for  the  purchase 
of  land  for  Mt.  Hope  Comotery  was  orderod  to  a 
second  reading,  read  a  second  time  and  put 
upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Whall— I  move  that  the  yeas  and  nays  De 
taken  upon  these  orders  collectively,  unless 
there  is  any  special  order  upon  which  informa- 
tion is  sought  by  any  member  of  the  Council. 
I  think  it  will  save  time  and  expedite  business. 
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The  motion  of  5'r.  Whall  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitinore  the  main  question 
was  ordered. 

The  several  orders  were  passed;  yeas  55, 
nays  0 : 

Yeas— Atwood,  Barry,  Bhime.  Burr,  Carroll. 
Carstensen,  Chamberlain,  Cochran,  Coleman, 
Connolly,  Coyle,  Davern,  Desmond,  Dewey,  Do- 
lan.  Duggan,  Fisher.  Foss,  Fowler,  P.  J.  Gal- 
lagher, Gomez,  Hayes.  Keliher,  Kelley,  Latti- 
more,  Lauten,  Leary,  Mahoney,  McEnaney, 
MeKenna,  McNary.  F.  Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison, 
J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Nun  an,  O'Mealey. 
Perkins.  Perry,  E.  J.  Powers.  Reilly,  Sanger, 
Shaw.  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan, 
Sundberg.  Teevens,  Thayer.  Tracy,  Tuttle, 
Webster,  Whall,  Whitinore,  Wilson— 55. 

Nays— 0, 

Absent  or  not  voting — Bowman.  Clark,  Dunn. 
Fottler,  Frost,  J.  Gallagher,  Haggerty,  Har- 
rington, Kennedy,  Ladd.  Light.  J.  J.  Murphy. 
Norton.  C.  C.  Powers,  Richards,  Short,  Snow— 
17. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.  Sent 
up. 

Mr.  Whall  submitted  the  following  reports 
from  the  Committee  on  Finance : 

S.  Report  on  the  order  (referred  June  30th, 
1S87)  to  pay  requisitions  of  the  Board  of  Police, 
for  the  introduction  and  maintenance  of  the 
Police  Signal  System — That  hi  their  opinion 
the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted,  and  said  order  passed.  Mr. 
Whall  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent   up. 

9.  Report  on  the  order  (referred  July  5th.  1887) 
for  the  mayor  to  transfer  or  convey  all  the 
right,  title  and  interest  the  city  has  in  the  lands 
purchased  or  set  apart  for  Cedar  Grove 
Cemetery,  etc. — That  in  their  opinion  the  order 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted,  and  said  order  passed.  Mr. 
Whall  moved  to  reconsider;  lost.    Sent  up. 

10.  Report  on  the  communication  from  the 
Boston  Water  Board  in  relation  to  an  increased 
supply  of  water  for  Charlestown— Recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Water  Board  be  au- 
thorized to  make  such  connections  between  the 
distributing  system  of  the  Cochituate  Water 
Works  and  the  Charlestown  District  as  will  en- 
able them  to  furnish,  in  case  of  emergency,  a 
supply  of  water  to  said  district ;  and  that  such 
portions  of  the  expense  as  are  properly  charge- 
able thereto  be  charged  to  the  revenue  of  the 
Mystic  Water  Works,  not  exceeding  835,000;  to 
the  appropriation  for  New  High  Service,  not  ex- 
ceeding 840,000;  and  to  the  appropriation  for 
Extension  of  Mains,  not  exceeding  §40,000 ;  the 
whole  expense  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

Report  accepted,  ordet-  passed.  Mr.  Whall 
moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

REPORTS  OF    CITY  OFFICERS. 

14th  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Com- 
missioners for  year  ending  April  30,  1887  (City 
Doc.  81).    Sent  up. 

Annual  report  of  the  City  Registrar  (City  Doc. 
100).    Sent  up. 

Auditor's  Exhibit  for  July  1  (City  Doc.  112). 
Sent  up. 

ROXBURY  CANAL  LANDS. 

The  following  was  received ; 

EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT,  ) 

July  6,  1887.         J 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,— I  transmit  herewith  a  commu- 
nication from  Mr.  Robert  Treat  Paine,  in  rela- 
tion to  a  lot  of  land  on  East  Chester  Park,  Har- 
rison avenue  and  Northampton  street,  contain- 
ing 19,810  feet  with  fee  in  adjoining  passage- 
ways. 

This  land  adjoins  the  greenhouse  lot  now 
under  the  charge  of  Supt.  Doogue,  and  if  owned 
by  the  city  would  make  that  lot  an  entire 
square. 

Mr.  Doogue  has  already  made  the  greenhouse 
lot  a  very  attractive  place,  and  in  a  few  years  it 
will  be  the  most  beautiful  small  square  in  the 
city.  It  is  open  to  the  public,  and  is  visited  daily 
by  hundreds  of  people. 

I  know  that  the  city  is  growing  rapidly,  and 
that  these  small  squares  will  be  very  beneficial 
to  the  future  health  of  our  people,  especially 
those  who  live  in  its  immediate  vicinity.  The 
offer  of  Mr.  Paine  is  a  very  reasonable  one,  and 
it  appears  to  me  should  be  considered  favor- 
ably. 


At  the  last  session  of  the  New  York  Legisla- 
ture the  city  of  New  York,  notwithstanding  its 
Central  Park  and  other  large  and  small  parks, 
were  allowed  to  spend  .$1,000,000  yearly  to  create 
small  parks  or  squares  in  thickly-settled  por- 
tions of  that  city.  Now,  when  Boston  is  growing 
so  rapidly.  I  believe  it  is  our  duty  to  provide 
these  small  squares  for  breathing  places,  when 
this  work  can  be  done  at  a  comparatively  small 
expense. 

Although  this  greenhouse  lot  has  been  in 
charge  of  the  superintendent  of  commons  only 
since  July  16,  1885,  it  is  already  a  very  attractive 

£lace,  and  in  conversation  with  Superintendent 
•oogue  I  am  satisfied  it  could  be  made  far  more 
attractive  if  the  land  offered  by  Mr.  Paine  was 
secured.  Respectfully  submitted, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  of  the  city  of 
Boston. 

The  undersigned,  Robert  Treat  Paine,  has  re- 
cently bought  of  the  Episcopal  city  mission,  the 
lot  of  land  which  the  city  sold  to  the  mission  in 
1883,  on  East  Chester  park,  Harrison  avenue  and 
Northampton  street. 

It  contains  19,819  feet,  with  the  fee  of  about 
2121  feet  of  the  adjoining  passageway,  making  to- 
gether 21,940 feet.  The  city  owns  all  the  rest  of  the 
whole  tract  between  the  four  streets,  East  Ches- 
ter park,  Harrison  avenue,  Northampton  street 
and  Albany  street,  an  area  of  about  132,682,  mak- 
ing with  my  parcel  of  21,940,  a  total  of  154,622 
feet,  or  about  three  acres.  The  city  has  recent- 
ly built  greenhouses  on  its  land  here,  and  there 
are  several  reasons  why  the  city  should  acquire 
the  title  to  the  parcel  I  own. 

First,  because  it  is  the  Harrison  avenue  front 
of  the  whole  tract. 

Secondly,  because  the  city  sold  with  my  lot 
certain  rights  of  way  in  passageways  laid  out 
on  the  map  as  '"comer  passageways,"  20  feet 
wide,  which  have  an  area  of  over  17,700  feet. 
The  necessity  of  these  passageways  will  greatly 
lessen  the  value  of  the  large  estate  which  the 
city  retains. 

Ihirdly.  in  said  sale  the  city  also  subjected 
their  whole  estate  on  its  East  Chester  park  front 
to  a  restriction  of  10  feet. 

Fourthly,  because  if  the  city  purposes  to  retain 
its  greenhouses  and  gardens  on  the  rest  of  this 
lot,  the  city  should  own  out  to  the  street  on 
all  sides,  especially  in  its  front  on  Harrison 
avenue. 

Fifthly,  because  if  at  any  time  in  the  future 
the  city  should  cut  up  its  estate  and  sell  it  in 
lots,  a  more  favorable  plan  of  division  could  be 
made  by  the  city  if  it  owned  the  whole  tract. 

I  have  agreed  to  give  the  mission  my  mort- 
gage for  820,000,  payable  85000  yearly,  with  semi- 
annual interest  at  4  per  cent,  or  at  an  earlier 
time  at  the  option  of  the  mortgagor.  I  will  sell 
the  estate  to  the  city  for  824.800,  at  what  the 
assessors  assessed  it  in  1885  and  1886,  and  there 
being  due  and  unpaid  to  the  city.on  the  contracts. 
$1955.48  on  July  1.  I  will  take  the  difference  be- 
tween 824,800  and  said  81955.48,  say  822.844  .52,  all 
in  cash ;  or  if  the  city  take  the  land,  subject  to 
my  mortgage  of  820.000,  and  assume  payment  of 
it.  then  the  sum  of  82844.52  in  cash. 

To  prevent  the  impression  that  this  is  an  effort 
to  induce  the  city  to  buy  land  at  a  high  price 
which  the  city  does  not  need,  the  undersigned 
only  desires  to  add  in  conclusion  that  he  makes 
the  offer  because  he  bought  the  land  of  the  city 
at  the  auction  in  1883,  when  these  lots  were  only 
offered  for  sale  at  the  request  of  the  under- 
signed, and  if  the  city  now  declines  to  buy  the 
land  the  undersigned  proposes  to  proceed  at 
once  to  build  upon  the  estate  houses  which  he 
believes  can  be  sold  at  prices  to  make  the  land 
net  a  much  larger  price  than  he  now  asks  of  the 
city.  Robert  Treat  Paine. 

July  l,  1887. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  move  that  that  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Whall— I  was  about  to  make  a  motion, 
and  I  will  now  make  it  in  amendment  of  that  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  that  that  be  re- 
ferred to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  the 
Joint  Committees  on  Finance,  and  Common  and 
Public  Grounds.  The  reason  I  make  that  mo- 
tion is  that  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  seems  to  me  to  be  the  proper 
tribunal  to  decide  whether  or  not  that  ground  is 
suitable  for  the  purpose  which  his  honor  desires 
to  have  it  dedicated  to.  But  it  will  be  useless 
for  them  to  consider  the   subject  whether   it 
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would  be  suitable  for  the  purpose  for  which  it 
has  been  mentioned  if  they  did  not  know 
whether  or  not  in  the  city  treasury  were  funds 
.  sufficient  to  purchase  the  land  if  it  were  thought 
desirable  to  so  purchase  it.  I  therefore  ask  that 
it  be  referred  to  a  joint  special  committee  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance  and  the  Committe  on 
Common  and  Public  Grounds,  so  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  can  know  all  the  facts  and 
ascertain  whether  there  is  money  enough  to 
meet  this  demand,  and  both  committees  can  act 
jointly.  The  wisdom  of  such  a  reference  as  that 
can  be  seen  from  the  experience  we  have  had 
this  year  when  the  East  Boston  high  service 
system  was  referred  to  a  joint  special  commit- 
tee, consisting  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  and 
the  Committee  on  Water  Reservoir  No.  5,  up 
somewhere  in  Worcester  county.  I  believe,  or 
the  further  end  of  Middlesex  county,  was  re- 
ferred to  that  same  special  committee.  The  result 
arrived  at  was  that  it  prevented  further  refer- 
ence, when  the  committee  reported  and  ac- 
quainted a  large  number  of  the  members  of  the 
government  with  exactly  what  the  department 
needed,  and  what  were  the  resources  suggested, 
and  gave  them  an  intimate  acquaintance  with 
the  question  as  to  whether  or  not  it  was  advis- 
able at  that  time  to  let  the  city  of  Boston  buy 
land  somewhere  out  in  the  country  for  reser- 
voir 5.  or  build  a  high-service  system  in  East 
Boston.  I  prophesy  for  this  proposition  the 
same  treatment  if  it  goes  to  the  committees  des- 
ignated. The  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  it 
strikes  me,  should  have  nothing  to  do  with  it, 
because  it  is  not  proposed  to  have  this  land  lie 
idle  so  as  to  be  afterwards  a  source  of  revenue 
to  the  city  of  Boston.  It  is  proposed  to  make  it 
a  part  of  the  public  land  system  of  Boston. 

Mr.  Wilson— It  seems  to  me  this  should  go  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  and  not  to  the 
Joint  Special  Committee  suggested,  for  the  rea- 
son that  the  city  now  has  public  lands  in  the 
locality  adjoining  this  property.  Whether  it 
shall  become  a  part  of  the  public  square  and 
common  system  of  the  city  of  Boston  will  de- 
pend hereafter  on  other  considerations.  The 
question  is  now  whether  the  city  shall  obtain 
this  land  for  any  purpose  in  connection  with  its 
public  lands.  It  doesn't  seem  to  me  at  the 
present  time  that  it  is  necessary  to  join  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  simply 
sent  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  ascer- 
tain the  facts,  and  if  it  is  afterwards  necessary 
that  it  should  go  to  the  Committee  on  Finance 
we  can  send  it  to  them. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  also  hope  that  this  matter 
will  not  be  referred  to  any  such  anomalous  com- 
mittee as  the  Finance  Committee  combined 
with  something  else.  Despite  what  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  7  has  said,  I  don't  see  any 
reason  for  joining  the  Finance  Committee  w  itfi 
the  other.  Of  course  at  the  bottom  of  nearly  all 
our  actions  lies  the  Finance  Committee,  which 
has  to  provide  the  means,  and  it  might,  on  that 
account,  claim  that  it  ought  to  be  joined  with 
every  committee  there  is.  But  I  think  the 
public  business,  instead  of  being  aided,  is  seri- 
ously interferred  with  by  attempting  to  combine 
two  committees  that  don't  belong  together. 
The  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  if  that  is 
the  proper  committee,  will  consider  the  merits 
of  the  case  without  reference  to  the  financial 
question,  and,  if  deemed  proper  it  can  then  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  pro- 
vide the  means.  That  committee  ought  to  be 
held  strictly  to  its  financial  duty,  and  the  ques- 
tion should  be  whether  a  thing  can  he  done,  not 
whether  the  committee  wants  to  do  it.  It  is 
tins  practice  which  has  been  growing  of  late,  of 
mixing  up  several  departments,  which  has  been 
responsible  for  a  great  deal  of  bad  legislation. 
I  believe,  under  our  rules,  thai  the  motion  to 
refer  to  a  joint  standing  committee  takes  prece- 
dence of  the  motion  to  refer  to  a  joint  special 
committee. 

The  communication  was  re  I  erred  to  tin-  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands.  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to 
reconsider;  lost. 

VETO   OF  THE  GEORGE  MARTIN   CLAIM. 

The  following  was  received : 

Executive  Department,  , 
July  7, 1887. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,— I  return  herewith  without  luy 
signature  the  order  to  pay  Mr.  George  Martiii 
$3000,  for  reasons  given  by  the  corporation  coue. 
sel,  a  copy  of  whose  opinion  I  also  enclose.    I 


have  visited  the  premises  and  feel  that  Mr.  Mar- 
tin's house  has  been  placed  in  an  uncomfortable 
position  by  the  laying  out  of  Ninth  street,  and 
being  a  poor  man  he  has  no  means  to  place  it  in 
proper  position.  As  the  Street  Commissioners 
cannot  reopen  the  case,  and  the  corporation 
counsel  decides  that  Mr.  Martin  has  no  legal 
claim,  there  is  no  alternative  for  me  hut  to  re- 
turn the  order.    Respectively  submitted, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Corporation  Counsel's  Office,  I 
Boston,  June  29th,  1887.        I 
Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Sir,— The  order  for  the  payment  of  $3000  to 
George  Martin,  which  has  been  referred  to  me, 
seems  to  have  been  passed  under  a  misunder- 
standing of  the  facts.  It  proposes  to  pay  Mr. 
Martin  §3000  "for  damages  to  his  property  on 
account  of  the  change  of  grade  of  East  Ninth 
street,  in  consideration  of  his  giving  to  the  city 
a  release  satisfactory  to  the  city  solicitor  of  all 
claims  for  damages  on  account  of  the  change  of 
grade  of  said  street."  The  fact  is  there  has  been 
no  change  of  grade  in  this  street.  It  was  laid 
out  and  the  grade  established,  July  13,  1883,  by 
an  order  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners. 
Prior  to  that  time  Martin's  estate  had  no  access 
to  a  public  highway  except  over  a  private  wray 
called  Douglas  street,  on  private  lands.  Not  a 
foot  of  his  land  was  taken,  but  his  estate,  by  the 
laying  out  of  East  Ninth  street,  was  given  a 
frontage  upon  a  highway  fifty  feet  in  width. 

In  1882,  the  year  before  the  laying-out  of  this 
street,  the  whole  of  his  land  was  valued  by  the 
assessors  at  $900.  In  1884,  the  year  after  the 
laying-out,  the  same  land  was  valued  by  the 
assessors  at  $1700,  nearly  double  its  former  valu- 
ation. There  was  no  material  change  in  the 
valuation  of  the  buildings  then  on  the  land. 

The  law  requires  the  Street  Commissioners,  in 
laying  out  a  highway,  to  estimate  the  damage 
sustained  by  persons  in  their  property,  and  if 
any  one  is  aggrieved  thereby,  be  may  appeal  to 
the  Superior  Court.  He  cannot  appeal  from  the 
Street  Commissioners  to  the  City  Council. 

As  no  land  was  taken  in  this  case,  it  seems 
clear  that  Mr.  Martin's  estate  was  benefited, 
and  not  damaged,  by  the  laying  out  of  this 
street;  and  1  am  informed  by  the  chairman  of 
the  Street  Commissioners  that  if  East  Ninth 
street  had  been  laid  out  under  the  betterment 
law.  a  considerable  assessment  would  have  been 
laid  upon  Mr.  Martin's  estate,  and  evidently 
from  the  subsequent  valuation  by  the  assessors 
it  would  have  been  justified.  The'statutesmake 
the  Street  Commissioners  the  tribunal  to  deter- 
mine the  damages,  and  that  determination  is 
final  unless  an  appeal  therefrom  is  taken  to  the 
court  as  provided  by  law.  The  consideration 
named,  "a  release  of  all  claims  for  damages  on 
account  of  the  change  of  grade  of  said  street" 
fails,  because  no  change  of  grade  has  been 
made.  The  proposed  payment  of  $3000  would  be 
a  gratuity.  Nor  can  the  order  be  cured  by 
amending  it  so  as  to  state  the  facts  correctly, 
since,  as  I  have  before  said,  the  question  of. 
damages  occasioned  by  the  laying  out  of  East 
Ninth  street  was  one  for  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  to  determine,  and  by  making  no 
award  to  Mr.  Martin  they,  in  effect,  deteimined 
that  he  bad  suffered  no  damage. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  P.  Nettleton, 

Corporation  Counsel. 

The  clerk  began  to  read  the  corporation 
counsel's  opinion,  and  Mr.  Carroll  moved  that 
the  reading  be  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Blume^I  was  going  to  ask  that  the  opin- 
ion be  read. 

The  President— Objection  being  made  the 
clerk  will  proceed  to  read  tho  opinion. 

The  clerk  read  the  opinion. 

TIioPresident — The  question  is,  shall  the  or- 
der hi'  passed,  notwithstanding  the  mayor's 
objections? 

Mr,  Gomez— I  would  like  at  this  stage  to 
make,  the  inquiry  as  to  whether  reconsidera- 
tion is  necessary.  The  corporation  counsel's 
opinion,  Mr.  President,  starts  off  with  a  thor- 
ough misrepresentation  of  the  facts,  inasmuch, 
as  it  was  proven  today  to  the  satisfaction  of  Mr. 
Dore,  that  the  entrance  to  that  estate  was  not 
by  way  of  Douglas  street,  but  by  way  of  East 
Ninth  street.  Mr.  Nettleton  has  based  his 
opinion  entirely  upon  information  received  from 
the  Street  Commissioners,  The  Street  Com- 
missioners started  with  the  error  of  not  laying 
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out  that  street  on  the  betterment  plan.  Another 
error  was  to  inform  Mr.  Nettletori  that  the  en- 
trance to  that  estate  was  from  Douglas  street, 
when  it  was  really  from  East  Ninth  street.  Any 
one  knowing  in  regard  to  Douglas  street,  South 
Boston,  knows  it  is  a  short  street  running-  from 
East  Eighth  street  a  few  feet,  and  then  stops 
at  a  fence  running  clear  across  the  street,  and 
then  there  is  a  small  gate  leading  down  a  drop 
of  40  feet  to  the  estate.  Mr.  Martin  is  a  roofer,  and 
has  been  using  teams  for  the  last  10  or  15  years, 
and  how  can  he  get  his  teams  down  through  a 
gate  three  feet  wide,  or  whatever  the  width  may 
be,  down  those  steps,  and  make  a  descent  of  40 
feet'.'  That  is  the  entrance  by  way  of  Douglas 
street.  It  is  the  entrance  to  a  building  that  Mr. 
Martin  has  in  the  rear  of  the  two  buildings 
hir  which  damages  are  asked.  For  the  last  20 
years  Mr.  Martin  has  been  going  down  East 
Ninth  street,  an  open  street,  opened  and  left 
open  by  Mr.  Burnham,  the  coal  man,  and  there 
have  been  teams  going  backwards  and  forwards 
constantly  on  that  street.  It  has  been  open  for 
20  years,  and  Mr.  Martin  has  been  getting  into 
that  estate  all  along  by  way  of  East  Ninth  street. 
These  buildings  were  "put  un  with  a  frontage  on 
East  Ninth  street,  and  the  only  entrance  was  on 
East  Ninth  street.  The  mayor  says  in  his  veto. 
"I  have  visited  the  premises  and  feel  that  Mr. 
Martin's  house  has  been  placed  in  an  uncom- 
fortable position  by  the  laying  out  of  Ninth 
street,  and  being  a  poor  man,  he  has  .no  means 
to  place  it  in  a  proper  position.  As  the  Street 
Commissioners  cannot  reopen  the  case,  and  the 
corporation  counsel  decides  that  Mr.  Martin  has 
no  legal  claim,  there  is  no  alternative  for  me 
but  to  return  the  order."  And  he  returns  it 
without  his  signature,  "as  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners cannot  reopen  the  case."  If  they  could 
have  done  so  they  would  have  felt  satisfied  after 
seeing  that  Mr.  Martin'  s  entrance  was  by  the 
way  of  East  Ninth  street,  that  he  was  injured. 
They  cannot  tell  us  that  the  man  was  benefited 
in  any  way,  because  the  street  was  not  laid  out 
on  the  betterment  plan.  Mr.  Martin  has  sim- 
ply asked  the  city  of  Boston  to  raise  his  build- 
ings to  the  level  of  the  street.  The  city  has 
come  and  raised  the  street  seven  feet  and  a  half 
against  his  front  door  and  front  windows,  and 
then  it  says  this  man  has  been  benefited.  If 
the  man  was  wealthy  enough  to  raise  his  entire 
estate  to  the  level  of  the  street  he  might  have 
been  benefited,  or  if  he  was  in  a  position  to 
sell  it,  but  he  is  established  there:  his  busi- 
ness is  there.  He  works  a  stone  crusher,  and 
all  his  plant  is  there,  and  he  cannot  sell  the 
place  or  fill  in  that  hollow  of  seven  feet  and  a 
half  below  the  level  of  the  street.  The  mayor, 
in  visiting  the  place  today,  fell  satisfied  that 
the  man  was  injured;  but  because  the  man, 
through  ignorance  of  the  law,  did  not  make  a 
writ  of  entry  in  the  court  so  as  to  establish  a 
suit  at  any  future  time,  on  that  legal  techni- 
cality Mr.  Nettleton  says  the  city  is  justified  in 
disguising  itself  as  a  robber  and  not  awarding 
this  man  the  damages  he  is  entitled  to.  The 
committee,  which  was  there,  and  heard  all  the 
facts  in  this  case,  and  heard  the  opinions  both 
of  the  corporation  counsel  and  all  others,  felt 
satisfied  that  the  claim  was  a  just  one. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  rise  merely  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman a  question,  and  the  gentleman  having 
taken  his  seat,  I  must  put  the  question  now  for 
the  benefit  of  the  whole  question.  I  understood 
the  gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat  to 
say  that  the  owner  of  this  land,  before  this 
street  was  laid  out  as  a  public  street,  had  a 
right  of  way  some  20  feet  over  substantially  the 
same  passageway  which  is  now  covered  by  the 
street,  and  that  passage  gave  him  access  to  his 
buildings  at  their  present  level ;  in  fact,  that  the 
laying  out  of  the  street  over  a  private  way  had 
deprived  him  of  a  right  he  had  exercised  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  which  was  the  only  access 
to  his  lot.  I  understood  the  gentleman  to  say 
so,  and  I  would  like  to  know  if  that  is  what  he 
meant. 

Mr.  Gomez— Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Whitmore— It  seems  to  me  on  the  face  of 
it  a  very  strange  matter.  I  cannot  understand 
how  any  man  could  have  a  large  piece  of  land 
in  South  Boston  without  having  a  right  of  way 
out  of  it.  and  I  now  understand,  and  I  wish  to 
have  it  fully  stated,  because  it  will  influence 
my  vote  entirely,  that  such  is  the  case.  As  I 
understand  the  gentleman  to  state,  10  or  12 
years  ago  or  more,  this  man  had  a  right  of  way 
to  a  piece  of  laud  over  a  private  way,  and  the 


city  of  Boston  came  and  put  a  street  over  that 
private  way  and  abolished  that  right,  and  then 
put  the  grade  tip  so  that  the  man  has  really  been 
deprived  of  all  access  to  his  land.  If  such  is  the 
case,  it  does  seem  to  me,  without  going  into  any 
legal  technicalities,  that  that  man  has  suffered 
an  injury.  I  must  say  I  have  an  entirely  differ- 
ent idea  from  that  of  the  corporation  counsel  in 
regard  to  the  document  which  has  come  to  us. 
I  supposed  the  grade  had  been  raised  on  the 
man's  land,  and  the  land  improved,  and  that  he 
came  in  for  damages.  But  on  the  statement 
made  by  the  gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his 
seat,  I  feel  that  the  city  of  Boston  must  have  in- 
jured this  man  very  considerably,  and  in  taking 
away  the  right  to  use  a  private  way,  they  did  a 
great  injury  to  him.  If  he  is  kept  out  of  his 
rights  by  a  mere  technicality,  I  think  we  have 
abundant  precedent  to  warrant  us  in  voting  that 
he  shall  be  treated  in  a  right  and  proper  man- 
ner for  the  damages  he  has  sustained.  After 
the  very  clear  speech  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  W  .rd  13,  I  shall  vote  to  pass  this  order  over 
the  mayor's  veto,  unless  somebody  can  show 
that  there  is  a  mistake  in  that  state  of  affairs.  As 
I  understand  it,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  a  very  clear 
case,  much  clearer  than  many  we  have  passed 
upon,  and  I  am,  much  to  my  surprise,  convinced 
that  I  ought  to  vote  for  the  passage  of  this  order. 

Mr.  Leary — I  am  going  to  give  at  least  one 
reason  why  I  shall  vote  for  the  passage  of  this 
order.  As  I  understand,  Mr.  Martin  submitted 
a  proposition  that  to  my  mind  was  a  very  fair 
one.  His  house  was  situated,  previously  to  this 
supposed  improvement,  on  a  level  with  the 
street.  The  city  of  Boston  came  in  and  said : 
"We  shall  make  an  improvement  and  put  up  a 
bank  of  earth  or  gravel  almost  to  his  second- 
story  window,  so  that  there  will  be  no  access  to 
his  front  door,  and  that  his  house  will  be  vir- 
tually in  a  hollow."  Now  Mr.  Martin  says  to 
the  city  of  Boston:  "If  you  raise  my  house  to 
the  level  of  the  street  so  that  I  can  get  out  on 
the  street  without  any  trouble,  I  don't  want 
damages."  I  think  that  is  a  fair  proposition. 
The  city  of  Boston  says  "no."  It  will  cost  Mr. 
Martin,  if  I  am  informed  correctly,  something 
like  $3500  to  raise  his  house  up  to  the  level  of 
the  street  so  that  he  will  have  access  to  this 
supposed  improvement  on  the  part  of  the  city 
of  Boston.  I  think  that  is  altogether  a  wrong 
position  for  the  city  of  Boston^  to  put  either  a 
poor  man  or  a  rich  man  in.  This  man,  as  has 
been  stated,  has  50  feet  of  land  on  the  street, 
and  his  lot  is  now  shut  in  from  air,  light  and 
everything,  and  the  city  of  Boston  says:  "We 
have  made  a  beautiful  street  in  front  of  your 
house  which  you  have  no  opportunity  of  seeing, 
unless  you  go  by  the  back  way  and  climb 
around."  I  think  the  proposition  is  absurd. 
The  city  of  Boston  should  give  him  sufficient 
money  to  raise  his  house  above  grade,  and  for 
that  reason  I  will  vote  for  this  order 

Mr.  E.  .).  Powers— I  wish  to  state,  as  1  am 
fully  acquainted  with  the  house,  and  have  been 
for  15  years,  that  I  have  entered  this  land  from 
East  Ninth  street.  I  knowr  the  place  thoroughly 
well.  For  the  past  three  years  there  have  been 
no  tenants  in  the  house,  and  the  city. of  Boston 
has  been  compelling  this  man  to  pay  taxes  all 
this  time  and  has  not  allowed  him  to  have  ten- 
ants in  his  house.  The  street  has  been  an  open 
one  ever  since  I  can  remember.  The  Munich 
Brewery  do  all  their  teaming  on  that  street,  and 
have  done  it  for  years,  ever  since  it  was  built. 

Mr.  Lauten— I  can  recall  this  matter  as  far 
back  as  1S78  or  1879,  when  I  was  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Streets.  I  was  on  that  committee 
five  years  successively.  Ninth  street  was  then 
laid  out  in  a  certain  way,  but  not  raised,  and 
there  had  been  no  buildings  built  upon  the 
street.  It  has  been  only  within  a  few  years  past, 
since  the  improved  sewerage  was  put  in  that 
street,  that  the  street  was  raised.  Gentlemen 
will  remember  that  we  had  no  improved  sewer- 
age at  City  Point  until  within  about  three  years. 
We  entered  our  sewers  on  each  end  of  the  street. 
Three  years  ago  we  commenced  putting  in  im- 
proved sewerage.  Ninth  street  was  the  only 
level  street  by  which  the  improved  sewerage 
could  be  carried  out  to  the  pumping  station. 
The  street  was  then  raised  seven  feet  and  a 
half,  which  left  Mr.  Martin  in  a  hollow.  I  see 
no  reason  why  that 'man  should  not  be  paid 
damages.  I  remember  in  18S2  I  went  to  one  of. 
the  members  of  the  Committee  on  Paving  and 
asked  them  to  grade  the  street,  but.  they  would 
not  do  it.    This  man  is  certainly  left  in  a  very 
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bad  position  by  reason  of  having  his  estate  left 
so  much  below  what  it  was  in  former  times.  As 
has  been  said,  it  has  destroyed  the  entrance  to 
liis  property,  and  I  think  myself  he  is  entitled 
to  damages,  and  I  do  not  think  that  by  this 
order  we  will  allow  him  any  too  much. 

Mr.  Whall  —  Last  September  I  visited  this 
lionse  in  South  Boston  and  found  this  state  of 
facts,  f  found  Mr.  Martin's  house  placed  in  a 
hollow.  It  looked  as  if  some  giant  had  been 
digging  down  into  the  bowels  of  the  earth  and 
had  got  disgusted  with  his  job,  and  flopped  the 
Martin  house  over  in  order  to  till  the  cavity  his 
labors  had  created.  In  front  was  a  new  street, 
seven  or  eight  feet  above  his  front  door  step. 
Behind  was  a  kind  of  an  Alpine  way,  to  which 
Mr.  Martin  had  access  by  a  rickety  pair  of 
wooden  stairs,  probably  two  and  a  half  or  three 
feet  wide,  extending  up  a  very  acute  angle 
about  forty  feet.  Seeing  his  house  in  that  posi- 
tion I  naturally  inquired  of  him,  "How  in  the 
world  did  you  ever  come  to  build  your  house 
here?"  He  told  me  this:  "When  I  started  to 
build  this  house  I  went  to  City  Hall  and  asked 
them  to  give  me  the  grade  of  the  land,  and  they 
told  me  that  no  grade  line  had  been  adopted, 
but  to  get  as  near  the  line  of  the  street  as  I 
could,  usingmy  discretion,  and  I  would  be  pretty 
safe."  Well,  he  did;  he  built, his  house  even 
a  little  above  what  was  then  the  grade  line  of 
that  street.  Years  went  on,  and  Mr.  Martin  in 
his  own  humble  business  prospered  admirably 
well.  But  the  improved  sewerage  system  neces- 
sitated the  adoption  of  a  higher  grade  for  East 
Ninth  street,  and  when  that  grade  was  estab- 
lished Mr.  Martin  found  to  his  immense  chag- 
rin and  also  to  his  pecuniary  loss  that  he  was 
down  almost  in  a  coal  mine— almost  in  the 
bowels  of  the  earth.  He  had  to  climb  up 
hill  to  get  out  and  climb  down  hill  to  get 
in,  and  I  believe  it  would  not  be  much  of 
an  exaggeration  to  say  that  if  he  stuck  his  toes 
out  of  his  second  story  window  he  would  have 
them  scratched  by  the  gravel  on  East  Ninth 
street.  He  has  suffered  some  injury.  He  has 
been  knocking  at  our  doors  for  compensation 
for  damages.  True,  if  we  insist  upon  our  pound 
of  flesh,  if  we  insist  upon  the  letter  of  the  bond, 
the  position  taken  by  the  honorable  corporation 
counsel  is  perhaps  correct,  that  having  failed  to 
file  his  claim  in  the  Superior  Court  within  one 
year  after  the  award  had  been  made  he  is  barred 
out  of  court  and  left  without  relief.  To  my 
mind  there  is  some  question  about  that;  and  to 
such  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  Council  who  are 
lawyers,  I  will  refer  to  the  case  of  somebody 
against  the  city  of  Lynn,  in  the  121st  Massachu- 
setts, I  believe.  What  was  decided  in  that  case 
was  this:  The  facts  were  that  a  citizen's  pro- 
perty had  been  taken  for  a  public  way.  The 
matter  not  having  been  entered  upon  by  the 
city  for  two  years,  the  taking  lapsed.  Over  two 
years  after  the  award  of  damages  he  went  into 
the  City  Council  of  this  city — I  do  not  remember 
exactly  which  one,  but  I  did  know  in  September 
last — for  compensation  of  damages,  after  the 
year  had  expired.  No  action  was  taken  that 
year.  The  next  year  he  put  in  a  new  petition 
and  they  gave  him  leave  to  withdraw.  He  in- 
stituted suit  in  the  Superior  Court.  The  defence 
met  him  with  the  objection  that  he  had  not 
tiled  his  claim  within  one  year  according  to 
Chapter  49,  The  Supreme  Court  ruled  in  that 
case — I  think  it  is  hi  the  121st  Massachusetts 
Reports— that  the  claim  made  by  the  defence 
was  badly  taken,  and  the  plaintiff  carried 
through  his  case  and  got  his  compensation  for 
damages. 

Mr.  Dewey— This  matter  was  before  the  city 
government  two  years  ago.  I  remember  that  a 
petition  was  here  presented  by  Mr.  Martin  for 
damages  because  of  this  same  raising  of  the 
grade,  and  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year 
1885  this  petition  was  considered  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Claims,  of  whicli  committee  I  was,  at  that 
time,  a  member.  I  remember  very  well  the  cir- 
cumstance of  the  presentation  of  the  claim  and 
the  vote  of  the  committee  that  the  petitioner 
have  leave  to  withdraw.  Just  the  circumstances 
and  details  I  do  not  now  recollect;  but  I  do  re- 
member that  the  vote  of  the  committee  was  not 
due  solely  to  the  reason  that  the  petitioner  had 
failed  to  bring  his  claim  in  due  time.  I  remem- 
ber that  my  view  at  that  time  was  that  the  pe- 
titioner never  had  a  claim  for  damages  against 
the  city  because  of  this  raising  of  the  grade.  If 
he  is  entitled  to  anything  surely  the  sum  he  is 
entitled  to  is  much  less  than   $3000,  because  at 


that  time  the  whole  land  and  buildings 
were  assessed  for  about  $1700,  and  I  have  been 
informed  recently  that  they  are  now  taxed  for 
about  the  same  amount.  The  order  will  give 
the  owner  of  the  land  his  compensation  for 
damages  after  the  raising  of  the  grade  in  front 
of  the  estate,  when  there  is  really  no  legal  lia- 
bility on  the  part  of  the  city,  and  the  improve- 
ment will  nearly  double  the  assessed  valuation 
of  his  whole  property.  I  think  that  the  veto  of 
the  mayor  in  this  matter  ought  to  be  sustained, 
and  I  hope  that  the  vote  of  the  Council  will 
sustain  it  tonight. 

Mr.  Gomez — With  regard  to  this  claim  being 
before  the  government  in  1SS5.  it  amounts  to 
this.  It  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the.  Com- 
mittee on  Paving  early  in  1885.  That  committee 
did  nothing  with  that  claim  until  the  very  last 
meeting  in  December,  18S5,  when  Mr.  Fernald 
came  to  Mr.  Martin's  friends  and  said :  "It  is 
before  the  wrong  committee."  The  second 
meeting  before  the  last  it  was  referred  from  the 
Committee  on  Paving  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  and  the  Committee  on  Claims  held  one 
meeting  at  7  o'clock  in  the  evening.  They 
didn't  have  time  to  hear  any  evidence ;  they 
only  looked  at  the  plan.  They  knew  nothing 
about  it.  They  left  it  immediately  to  the  cor- 
poration counsel,  and  the  next  day,  or  a  couple 
of  days  afterwards,  the  corporation  counsel 
came  in  and  gave  the  same  reasons  that  the 
Street  Commissioners  give  now,  and  the  commit- 
tee voted  leave  to  withdraw  without  even  visit- 
ing the  place  or  even  hearing  the  claim.  There 
wasn't  a  witness  heard  in  the  Martin  claim  in 
18«5,  and  the  very  fact  that  the  assessorslhad 
been  assessing  that  place  low  is  good  proof  that 
they  have  injured  this  man,  because  today  I 
have  been  told  that  tne  assessors  did  so  to  kind 
of  square  up  the  evil  doing  of  the  Street  Com- 
missioners. Mr.  Dore,  two  or  three  days  ago, 
especially  told  me  that  he  always  believed  the 
entrance  to  that  place  was  by  Douglas  street, 
and  Mr.  Dore  has  done  his  best  to  put  all  this 
thing  on  to  the  mayor's  shoulders.  It  has  been 
a  personal  tighr  of  Mr.  Dore's,  on  account  of  Mr. 
Dore  knowing  that  the  Street  Commissioners 
did  the  wrong  thing  when  they  laid  out  tne 
street.  They  did  so  without  giving  it  proper 
consideration.  I  say  that  that  street  has  been 
open  for  years,  and  the  councilman  from  Ward 
14,  born  and  brought  up  in  that  district,  knows  it 
has  always  been  open.  Mr.  Burnham  was  com- 
pelled to  keep  the  street  open  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  his  coal,  and  he  Kept  it  open  all  the 
time.  I  know  the  facts  and  everybody  about 
there  knows  them.  The  city  government,  as 
has  been  said,  afterwards  came  in  and  raised 
the  grade  7V2  feet. 

Mr.  Fowler— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man who  has  just  taken  his  seat  if  he  knows 
the  exact  assessed  value,  at  present,  of  the  prop- 
erty? 

Mr.  Gomez— I  understand  it  is  something  like 
S1700  or  §1800. 

Mr.  Fowlkr- Then  I  shall  have  to  be  a  good 
deal  older  than  I  am  now  before  I  shall  vote  to 
have  the  city  of  Boston  pay  $3000  damages  when 
this  piece  of  property  is  worth  less  than  $2000. 

Mr.  Blume— I  had  not  desired  to  say  anything 
harsh  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  14,  but  I 
must  compliment  him  by  saying  he  can  talk 
more  nonsense  in  five  minutes  than  any  man  in 
this  chamber.  Talk  about  the  Committee  on 
Lands  in  1885!  What  that  committee  did  is  not 
the  question  under  discussion  at  all. 

Mr.  Lauten— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I  said 
nothing  about  1885. 

Mr.  Blume— I  mean  the  other  gentleman. 

Mr.  Gomez— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I  would 
correct  the  gentleman ;  I  never  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Lands— I  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Claims. 

Mr.  BLUMS — The  gentleman  spoke  about  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee,  I  understood. 

Mr.  Gomez— The  Committee  on  Paving. 

Mr.  Blume— Now  this  Committee  on  Paving  I 
never  heard  of  until  tonight,  1ml  1  do  distinctly 
remember  that  in  1886  the  Martin  claim  was 
heard  at  great  length  before  the  Committee  on 
Claims.  1  think  that  we  had  more  than  one 
hearing  of  considerable  length.  Before  that 
committee  the  three  Street  Commissioners 
came,  and  the  matter  was  fully  considered. 
One  of  those  Stroet  Commissioners,  now  dead, 
was  one  of  the  members  nrescnt.  and  that  com- 
mission unanimously  declared,  and  showed  us  . 
conclusively  that  year,  that  Mr.  Martin  had  suf- 
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fered  no  damage,  that  if  anything-  he  had  been 
benefited  by  the  city  building  him  a  50-foot 
street  where  there  was  nothing  but  a  hole  be- 
fore. I  think  that  the  gist  of  the  Martin  claim 
is  simply  this :  Mr.  Martin  saw  fit  to  build  some 
houses  of  a  very  ordinary  character— I  myself 
have  not  seen  them,  but  I  have  seen  those  who 
have.  He  built  some  houses  'in  what  we  might 
say  was  a  mudhole,  without  grade.  Whether  it 
was  possible  for  him  to  obtain  a  grade  I  am  un- 
able to  state,  but  he  did  see  fit  to  build  his 
houses  down  in  a  hollow.  The  city  of  Boston 
came  along,  built  a  street,  and  gave  him  a  front- 
age, as  I  understand,  of  50  feet  on  that  street, 
without  charging  him  any  betterment.and  with- 
out considering  that  he  had  suffered  any  damage. 
Now  what  is  the  position  of  the  matter?  Mr. 
Martin  does  not  exercise  his  legal  rights.  He 
permits  his  rights,  if  he  had  any,  to  lapse.  He 
came  in  later  with  a  petition  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Claims  in  which  he 
claimed,  I  think,  $5000  or  $6000.  I  know  it  in- 
sulted the  common  intelligence  of  that  com- 
mittee of  last  year  that  a  man  should  claim 
that  his  property  was  damaged  $5000  or  $6000 
when  it  was  never  assessed  for  over  $1800,  and 
I  think  now  it  is  an  insult  to  your  intelligence 
to  say  that  property  can  be  damaged  $3000  when 
it  has  never  been  valued  by  sworn  assessors  at 
more  than  $1800.  I  say  it  is  an  affront,  and  I 
say  that  the  gentleman  has  affronted  the  as- 
sessors as  well  as  the  Street  Commissioners  by 
saying  it  is  a  fight  among  them  and  one  seeks 
to  put  it  on  the  other  and  throw  the  burden  here 
or  there.  I  say  that  is  absurd ;  the  assessors 
have  no  personal  feeling  in  the  matter,  nor  do 
the  Street  Commissioners,  and  1  myself  have 
no  feeling  against  Mr.  Martin.  I  believe  the  as- 
sessors have  put  the  value  of  that  property  at 
what  it  is  fairly  worth. 

Mr.  Whall- In  reply  to  the  gentleman  from 
"Ward  23,  I  have  to  say  this.  The  gentleman 
makes  a  very  plausible  statement.    He  says — 

Mr.  Wilson— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that 
the  gentleman  having  spoken  for  five  minutes 
he  has  no  longer  time. 

The  President  ruled  the  point  of  order  not 
well  taken. 

Mr.  Whall— The  gentleman  says  he  has  lived 
too  long  to  be  willing  to  pay  $3000  damages  in 
the  matter  of  a  piece  of  property  which  is  now 
assessed  at  only  $1800.  At  first  blush  that  looks 
like  good  common  business  sense.  But 
suppose  we  take  a  similar  case.  Sup- 
pose through  the  negligence  of  our  friend, 
the  genial  councilman  from  Ward  23, 
his  neighbor's  house  was  burned,  and  put 
in  such  a  condition  through  his  negligence  that 
the  house  in  its  dilapidated  state  is  worth  only 
$1800 ;  are  we  then  going  to  take  the  dilapidated 
condition  as  the  measure  and  basis  of  the  dam- 
ages ;  no  business  man  of  sense,  no  man  of  jus- 
tice or  equity  m  his  heart  would  do  that.  He 
would  say,  what  damage  has  my  negligence 
done  to  the  owner  of  that  property— not  what 
that  property  in  its  dilapidated  condition. is 
worth,  but  what  injury  have  I  inflicted  on  him, 
what  money  has  he  lost  in  business,  and  has  he 
lost  through  my  act?  How  does  the  value  of  his 
property  now  compare  with  the  value  of  his 
property  before  it  was  injured?  On  that  ques- 
tion I  will  simply  state  a  few  facts.  It  is  undis- 
puted in  this  case— at  least  no  one  has  seen  fit 
to  dispute  the  fact  as  given  by  an  expert,  Mr. 
Cavanagh,  that  it  would  take  $3500  to  raise  that 
house  to  grade.  It  is  also  in  evidence— I  don't 
know  whether  it  has  been  called  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Council  or  not— that  this  house  was 
practically  open  until  three  years,  covering  a 
monthly  rent  of  $35— making  $400  a  year,  and 
$1200  for  the  three  years  of  non-usal.  That 
added  to  the  $3500  makes  $4700  damage.  If  you 
commit  an  injury  and  neglect  to  settle  it  up,  in- 
terest runs  on  it  and  you  must  measure  the 
damage,  not  by  what  was  the  injury  in  fact  in 
the  first  place,  but  the  accumulated  injuries 
which  nave  been  heaped  on  an  innocent  party. 
I  hold  that  the  city  of  Boston  is  getting  out  of 
this  lightly,  even  though  I  admit  for  the 
time  being  that  we  may  not  be  under 
any  legal  liability  to  pay  this  amount,  but 
equity  demands  that  we  shall  not  take  advan- 
tage of  this  poor  man,  and  that  we  shall  not  les- 
sen the  little  fortune  his  own  hands  have  given 
him.  Even  the  mayor  himself,  in  the  strad- 
dling veto,  tells  us  he  withholds  his  signature, 
but  that  the  facts  are  that  this  man  is  in  an  un- 
comfortable position,  and  that  he  is  a  man  too 


poor  to  place  the  house  in  the  condition  in 
which  it  was  before  we  came  in  and  destroyed 
its  value. 

Mr.  McKexka— While  I  am  in  every  way  in 
sympathy  with  this  man,  Mr.  Martin,  and  would 
be  willing  to  help  him  in  any  way,  I  think  $3000 
is  too  much.  It  is  very  evident  that  the  gentle- 
man has  had  no  great  experience  in  building, 
because  $3500  will  not  raise  a  little  wooden 
building. 

Mr.  Whall— Two  stone  buildings,  Mr.  Cava- 
nagh said. 

Mr.  McKenna— I  only  say  this  to  compromise 
the  matter.  I  don't  believe  in  having  $3000 
spent  for  any  such  purpose. 

Mr.  Atwood— When  I  came  here  tonight  I  in- 
tended to  vote  to  appropriate  what  Mr.  Martin 
asked  in  this  matter— $3000.  After  hearing  the 
communication  from  the  corporation  counsel  arid 
after  hearing  the  very  able  debate  by  the  differ- 
ent members  of  the  Council,  I  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  $3000  damages  is  too  much  for 
the  city  of  Boston.  As  has  been  suggested  by 
the  member  who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  I  think 
the  matter  ought  to  be  divided  up  in  some  way. 
I  should  claim,  from  my  knowledge  of  such 
transactions,  that  $2000  would  be  ample  for  all 
the  damage  he  had  sustained.  There  is  no 
doubt  he  has  been  damaged.  The  mayor  in 
his  own  communication  tells  us  that  the  gen- 
tleman has  been  placed  in  an  uncomfortable 
position,  but  I  think  $2000  would  fully  pay  him 
for  the  position  he  is  in.  I  certainly,  for  one, 
cannot  vote  to  sustain  the  mayor's  veto,  nor  can 
I  vote  to  give  the  man  $3000.  I  should  very 
gladly  vote  to  give  him  $2000  for  the  damage  to 
his  estate. 

Mr.  Cochran— I  desire  also,  as  other  gentle- 
men have  done  here  tonight,  to  deal  fairly  with 
this  man,  and  also  at  the  same  time  with  the 
city  of  Boston.  I  certainly  do  not  know  fully 
from  the  debate  we  have  had  tonight  just  how 
this  property  is  situated,  but  the  question  has 
been  asked  what  the  property  is  worth  today, 
and  it  has  been  stated  that  it  is  worth  about 
$1800.  It  does  seem  rather  preposterous— per- 
haps I  may  be  allowed  to  use  that  word— that 
$3000  damages  should  be  paid  for  property  that 
is  worth  but  $1800.  It  seems  to  me  as  if  there  is 
something  wrong  somewhere.  I  would  certain- 
ly like  to  be  able  to  see  the  place,  and  though  I 
may  not  be  able  to  form  any  proper  idea,  I  do 
believe  at  the  same  time  that  if  the  city  is  liable 
for  $3000  in  this  case,  anybody  else,  in  any  other 
part  of  the  city,  can  come  in  here  and  claim 
$3000  damages  for  property  that  is  valued  at 
perhaps  $1200.  Now  I  am  willing  to  do  what  is 
proper,  just  and  equitable.  But  at  the  same 
time,  I  do  not  believe  it  will  be  right  for  me  to 
come  here  and  vote  away  $3000  in  a  case  of  this 
kind.  If  there  is  any  way  whereby  this  man 
can  receive  something  like  $2000  I  would  be  wil- 
ling to  help  him  out.  But  $3000  is  too  much, 
and  I-  should  have  to  hear  some  argument  a 
great  deal  stronger  than  any  I  have  heard  to- 
night to  make  me  vote  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Fowler— The  trouble  with  the  logic  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  7,  it  seems  to  me,  is 
this:  He  commenced  by  making  a  very  able 
argument  about  my  negligence  to  my  neighbor's 
house.  Now  if  he  will  show  that  these  houses  of 
Mr.  Martin's  were  ever  worth  or  ever  assessed  at 
more  than  $1700— and  1  believe  that  $1700  is  the 
outside  limit  at  which  they  were  everiassessed — 
I  will  admit  that  his  argument  is  a  solid  and 
good  one.  But  he  has  not  done  it.  There  is  n» 
practical  evidence  here  to  show  that  this  prop- 
erty was  ever  worth  or  ever  assessed  at  more 
than  $1700  before  the  change  was  made.  It  is 
now  assessed  at  $1800.  a  gain  of  $100,  and  now 
somebody  gets  up  here  and  makes  the  wise 
statement  that  it  will  cost  $3500  to  raise  those 
two  houses.  I  never  saw  the  two  houses,  but 
taking  it  for  granted  that  they  were  never  as- 
sessed at  over  $1700, 1  will  agree  and  make  an 
offer  to  raise  them  myself  for  $1000. 

Mr.  Whall— Does  the  gentleman  imagine 
they  are  going  to  be  raised  by  wind  or  by  hy- 
draulic power? 

Mr.  Fowler— The  only  gentleman  in  the 
Council,  Mr.  President,  who  has  got  wind 
enough  to  raise  a  house  is  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  7.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  Dewey — The  gentleman  from  Ward  13 
has  seen  fit  to  criticise  the  manner  in  which  this 
matter  was  conducted  before  the  Committee  on 
Claims  in  1885.  He  says  that  not  a  witness 
was    heard.      Now    the     gentleman    was    at- 
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torney  for  Mr.  Martin  before  the  -committee  at 
that  time,  and  probably  his  recollection  is 
clearer  than  mine.  Bat  I  remember  that  Mr. 
Martin  and  his  attorney  had  a  full  opportunity 
to  present  their  case,  and  they  were  fully  heard. 
If  no  witness  other  than  Mr.  Martin  was  heard, 
it  was  the  fault  of  Mr.  Martin  in  not  having  the 
witnesses  there.  The  committee  did  not  refuse 
to  hear  all  the  evidence  that  was  presented.  My 
recollection  is  that  the  case  was  fully  heard  at 
that  time,  and  it  was  the  unanimous  vote  of  the 
committee  that  Mr.  Martin  had  no  claim,  and 
that  he  should  be  allowed  leave  to  withdraw. 
It  came  up  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  to  be 
sure,  but  the  committee  was  not  over-run  with 
work  at  that  time.  We  had  plenty  of  time  to 
consider  this  case,  and  did  consider  it  at  such 
length  as  the  case  deserved. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy  the  main  question  was 
ordered. 

The  question  was  put  on  passing  the  order, 
notwithstanding  the  objection  of  tne  mayor, 
and  the  order  failed  of  passage ;  yeas  14,  nays  34 ; 

Yeas— Carroll,  Fisher,  Foss,  Gomez.  Hayes, 
Keliher,  Lauten,  Leary,  Mahoney,  Nunan,  E.  J. 
Powers,  Tracy,  Whall,  Whitmore — 14. 

Nays — Atwood,  Blume,  Burr,  Chamberlain, 
Cochran.  Coleman,  Davern,  Dewey,  Dolan.Dug- 
gan.  Fowler,  P.  J.  Gallagher.  Harrington,  Kei- 
ley.  Kennedy.  Lattimore,  McEnaney,  McKenna, 
F.  Morison.  F.  R.  Morrison.  W.  H.  Murphy, 
O'Mealey,  Perry.  Reilly,  Sanger,  Shaw,  E.  Sul- 
livan, J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg, 
Teevens,  Thayer,  Webster.  Wilson— 34. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Barry,  Bowman,  Car- 
stensen,  Clark,  Connolly,  Coyle,  Desmond, 
Dunn,  Fottler.  Frost,  J.  Gallagher,  Haggerty. 
Ladd.  Light,  McNary,  J.  Murphy,  J.  J.  Murphy, 
Norton.  Perkins,  C.  C.  Powers,  Richards,  Short. 
Snow,  Tuttle— 24. 

PAPERS  FROM  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

1.  Monthly  statement  of  the  City  Treasurer, 
etc.    (City  Doc.  ill).    Placed  on  file. 

2.  Quarterly  report  of  Directors  for  Public  In- 
stitutions to  July  1.    Placed  on  file. 

3.  Notice  of  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
order  authorizing  the  committee  on  the  part  of 
the  Common  Council  appointed  to  attend  the 
centennial  anniversary  of  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution  to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding 
$600. 

Mr.  Sanger— With  the  permission  of  the  Chair 
I  desire  to  make,  from  this  seat,  a  few  remarks 
concerning  this  order.  I  submit  the  question 
whether  this  order  should  have  been  sent  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  for  the  reason  that  it  simply 
covered  the  expense  which  the  members  of  the 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  Council  should  be 
allowed  to  expend  while  attending  the  celebra- 
tion of  the  centennial  anniversary.  The  origi- 
nal order  provided  for  a  committee  consisting  of 
the  President  and  eight  other  members  of  this 
body,  with  such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may 
join. 

Mr.  Whall— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  gentleman  is  discussing  the  main  question. 
The  question  before  the  house  is  upon  placing 
the  notice  on  file,  and  the  gentleman  must  speak 
to  that  question. 

Mr,  Sanger— I  think  I  am  speaking  to  the 
question,  and  I  think  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  7  will,  in  a  few  moments,  agree  that  I  am. 

The  President — The  Chair  will  rule  the  point 
of  order  well  taken.  This  order  provided  that 
the  expense  should  be  charged  to  the  contingent 
fund  of  joint  committees,  over  which  the  Com- 
mon Council  has  only  partial  control. 

Mr.  Sanger— I  submit  that  the  expense  in- 
curred underthe  original  order  was  to  be  charged 
against  the  contingent  fund  of  joint  commit- 
tees. The  second  order,  notice  of  whose  rejec- 
tion by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  is  now  before 
us,  was  simply  explanatory  of  the  first  order, 
and  concerned  only  the  expenditures  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Common  Council. 

Mr.  Whall— I  insist  upon  my  point  of  order. 
The  only  question  before  the  house  is  thai  "I 
placing  the  notice  on  file.  It  is  purely  a  formal 
question.  The  joint  rules  provide  that  when  a 
measure  passed  by  one  branch  fails  to  pass  in 
the  other  branch,  notice  shall  be  sent  to  the 
branch  from  which  the  paper  came.  It  makes 
no  difference  whether  we  place  the  notice  on  file 
or  throw  it  out  of  the  window,  and  all  discus- 
sion on  any  other  question  is  out  of  order. 

The  President— The  Chair  must  rule  the 
point  of  order  well  taken. 


Mr.  Sanger— Then  I  submit  that  the  order 
having  been  erroneously  sent  to  the  other  branch 
it  is  in  the  same  condition  that  it  was  at  the 
last  meeting,  and  for  that  reason  it  should 
stand  as  passed  by  the  Common  Council. 

The  notice  was  placed  on  file. 

4.  Notice  from  city  messenger  of  appointment 
of  Timothy  Mooney  as  fourth  assistant  mes- 
senger. 

The  Council  concurred  in  approving  the  ap- 
pointment. Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider; 
lost. 

5.  Report  of  Committee  on  East  Boston  Fer- 
ries, no  further  action  necessary  on  the  request 
of  the  directors  of  said  ferries  for  an  appropria- 
tion of  $15,000  for  two  new  drops  at  the  Nortn 
ferry,  as  the  appropriation  has  been  granted. 

Accepted  in  concurrence. 

6.  Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Buildings, 
no  further  action  necessary  on  the  order  for  the 
assignment  of  suitable  headquarters  for  the  In- 
spectors of  the  Health  Department,  as  rooms 
have  been  assigned. 

Accepted  in  concurrence. 

7.  Order  expressing  the  thanks  of  the  City 
Council  to  Jehu  E.  Fitzgerald  for  the  oration  de- 
livered by  him  on  the  Fourth  of  July,  and  re- 
questing a  copy  for  publication. 

Passed  in  concurrence. 

S.  Order  for  the  execution  of  a  discharge  of  a 
certain  mortgage  given  by  Michael  Martin  to 
the  city,  dated  May  1.  1852.  the  same  having  been 
paid  in  1S62,  and  a  discharge  thereof  having 
been  then  given,  which  it  is  claimed  is  incom- 
plete and  insufficient  in  law. 

Mr.  Wilson— Does  that  seem  to  have  come 
from  any  committee? 

The  Clerk— No,  sir.  Enclosed  there  is  a  pe- 
tition which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Water. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson  th«  order  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 

lot  on  tremont  and  walpole  streets. 

Mr.  Connolly  called  up  the  past  assignment, 
viz.: 

17.  Order  transferring  to  the  custody  of  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  the  Primary 
schoolhouse  estate,  at  the  corner  of  Walpole 
and  Tremont  streets,  surrendered  to  the  City 
Council  by  the  School  Committee,  and  author- 
izing said  Board  to  sell  the  same  at  public  auc- 
tion. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Connolly,  to  the 
Committee  on  Fire  Department.  Mr.  Connolly 
moved  to  reconsider:  lost. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN— RE- 
SUMED. 

9.  Report  of  Committee  on  Ordinances,  and 
an  ordinance  (now  draft)  in  relation  to  official 
bonds.  (City  Doc,  109.) 

Report  accepted,  ordinance  passed  in  concur- 
rence. Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider; 
lost. 

10.  Report  of  Committee  on  East  Boston  Fer- 
ries, and  Order  authorizing  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors of  said  ferries  to  afford  facilities  to  the 
Firi'  Department  for  transporting  apparatus  to 
the  institutions  on  the  islands  in  the  harbor  in 
case  ul'  lire. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 
Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

11.  Report  of  Committee  on  Ordinances,  that 
the  ordinal to,  amend  Chapter  53of  the  Re- 
vised Ordinances  of  18S5,  concerning  torpedoes 
and  other  detonators,  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accopted,  the  ordinance  read 
twice  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Duggan— As  I  understand  it,  if  we  pass 
this  ordinance  it  will  do  away  with  the  sport 
which  Young  America  indulges  in  on  the  4th  of 
July.  If  I  am  correctly  informed  I  would  op- 
pose the  passage  of  this  ordinance. 

Mr.  Whitmore— For  the  benefit  of  the  gentle- 
man who  asked  the  question  1  would  merely 
state  that  this  is  an  ordinance  to  prevent  the  ex- 
ploding of  torpedoes,  percussion  caps  and  other 
detonators  in  the  public  streets.  It  is  a  right 
and  proper  ordinance,  and  should  have  been 
passed  years  ago.  It  comes  to  us  from  I  he  Board 
of  Police,  who  call  our  attention  to  the  fact  that 
while  the  law  takes  care  of  firearms  and  other 
tilings,  it  does  not  touch  the  question  of  detona- 
tors and  things  exploded  by  percussion.  As  the 
gentleman  knows,  it  is  a  very  common  tiling  for 
Boys  to  put  large  torpedoes  on  the  horse  railroad 
tracks  for  the  pleasure  of  frightening  the  horses 
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and  terrifying  the  people  in  the  cars.  If  that  is 
SDort  which  Young  America  indulges  in  it  is 
time  that  Young  America  was  spanked  and  put 
to  bed. 

The  ordinance  was  passed  in  concurrence  Mr. 
Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

12.  Report  of  Committee  on  City  Collector's 
Department  that  the  ordinance  (approved  as  to 
form  by  the  Committee  on  Ordinances)  to 
amend  Chapter  13  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of 
1885,  so  as  to  make  the  number  of  deputy  col- 
lectors 21,  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Fowler— Before  this  ordinance  is  ordered 
to  a  second  reading,  I  would  like  an  explana- 
tion from  some  member  of  the  committee  in 
regard  to  the  necessity  for  this  increase. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  am  sorry  the  gentleman 
has  not  attended  to  the  explanations  of  this 
matter  when  they  have  been  made  on  two  or 
three  separate  occasions.  The  work  of  the  Col- 
lector's Department  has  been  greatly  increased 
from  year  to  year.  The  collector  has  sent  in  a 
request  and  it  has  been  approved  by  the  com- 
mittee on  that  department.  He  needs  two  or 
three  more  men.  He  hasn't  money  enough  to 
pay  even  for  the  stamps  or  postal  cards  which 
he  is  by  law  required  to  send  out.  While  the 
department  has  been  growing  in  work,  there 
has  been  no  increase  in  the  force.  The  col- 
lector thinks  he  has  now  passed  the  extreme 
limit,  and  there  must  be  an  increase  of  the 
force.  He  has  had  additional  work  put  upon 
him  by  law.  Certainly  if  there  is  one  depart- 
ment of  the  city  which  must  be  kept  in  good 
working  order,  it  is  the  department  for 
the  collection  of  the  city's  money.  Peo- 
ple will  not  come  up  voluntarily  to  pay 
their  taxes,  and  consequently  it  seems 
absurd  to  throw  any  hindrance  in  the  way  of 
the  proper  working  of  that  department.  With- 
out regard  to  party  questions,  I  think  that  every 
one  who  has  come  in  contact  with  the  present 
collector  will  say  that  he  is '  one  of  the  most 
careful,  efficient  officers  in  City  Hall.  He  is  not 
given  to  making  demands  for  large  increases  in 
the  salaries  of  men  in  his  department.  1  am 
not  on  the  committee  on  that  department,  but 
in  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  I  had  occa- 
sion to  look  into  the  matter,  and  am  fully  satis- 
fied that  the  same  facts  have  been  stated  by 
other  gentlemen,  who  showed  that  this  is  a 
very  moderate  and  modest  request,  and  that  it 
is  greatly  for  the  city's  interest  to  increase  the 
efficiency  of  that  department  as  much  as  any 
other  department  in  City  Hall.  If  the  gentle- 
man has  any  objections  to  agreeing  to  the  re- 
ports of  the  various  committees,  I  hope  he  will 
make  them  verv  definite.  I  will  try  to  answer 
them  from  the  information  which  I  have. 

Mr.  F.  Morison— As  one  of  the  members  of 
the  Committee  on  Collector's  Department,  1 
will,  sir,  through  you,  explain  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  23,  that  the  collector  appearecF  be<- 
fore  us  and  fully  satisfied  us  cf  the  necessity 
for  this  change.  The  mere  fact  that  he  lias 
water  notices  to  send  out  has  increased  his  bus- 
ness  very  largely,  as  any  one  can  see.  He  has  a 
great  many  thousand  postal  cards  to  send  out, 
and  has  to  do  many  other  things  which  it  is  not 
necessary  to  mention,  all  of  which  he  told  us  in 
committee,  and  which  entirely  convinced  us  of 
the  necessity  of  passing  this  ordinance. 

Mr.  Fowler— The  explanation  of  the  two 
gentlemen  is  entirely  satisfactory,  and  I  shall 
vote  for  the  ordinance. 

The  ordinance  was  read  a  second  time  and 
passed  in  concurrence.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved 
to  reconsider ;  lost. 

13.  Report  of  Committee  on  Ordinances,  and 
an  Ordinance  (as  amended)  to  amend  Chapter  6 
of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1S85,  in  Section  1, 
by  striking  out  the  clause  relating  to  the  dep- 
uty collectors  the. words  "one  thousand  seven 
hundred  dollars  each,"  and  inserting  the  follow- 
ing in  the  place  thereof:  "hereafter  appointed, 
for  their  first  year's  service  one  thousand  four 
hundred  dollars  each,  for  their  second  year's 
service  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  each, 
for  their  third  year's  service  one  thousand  six 
hundred  dollars  each,  and  thereafter  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  dollars  each. 

Also,  in  the  fourth  line  of  said  clause,  by  strik- 
ing out  the  word  "two"  and  inserting  the  word 
"five"  in  place  thereof. 

Also,  in  Section  2,  by  striking  out  of  the  first 
line  of  the  clause  relating  to  the  city  collector, 
the  words  "twelve  thousand  two."  and  insert- 


ing the  words  "thirteen  thousand  five"  in  place 
thereof.  This  ordinance  to  take  effect  from  the 
first  day  of  July,  1887. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Whitmore— As  everybody  will  under- 
stand, this  ordinance  is  merely  giving  effect  to 
the  ordinance  we  have  just  passed.  It  amends 
the  salary  ordinance  in  the  amounts  appropri- 
ated to  conform  to  the-other  ordinance. 

The  ordinance  was  read  twice  and  passed. 
Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

14.  Notice  of  adherence  to  former  action  on 
the  order  instructing  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing to  continue  the  present  contracts  for  report- 
ing and  printing  the  proceedings  of  the  City 
Council,  till  otherwise  ordered. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  to  indefinitely  post- 
pone that  whole  matter,  because,  we  have,  to- 
night, passed  an  order  which  will  take  the  place 
of  this  one,  and  will,  if  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
choose  to  pass  it,  prevent  any  further  wrang- 
ling between  the  two  branches.  We  have  passed 
the  usual  order  enabling  the  committee  to  make 
contracts  to  date  back  to  the  first  of  July,  and 
not  to  exceed  the  appropriation.  That  virtually 
terminates  all  dispute  between  the  two 
branches,  unless  they  should  be  so  foolish  as  to 
refuse  to  pass  that  order. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  prevailed. 
Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.  No- 
tice sent  up, 

city's  equity   in   metropolitan  r.  r. 
Mr.  AVhitmore  called   up  the    past  assign- 
ment, viz. : 

15.  Report  of  Committee  on  Judiciary,  and 
opinions  of  the  corporation  counsel  as  to  the 
value  of  the  equity  of  the  city  of  Boston  in  the 
Metropolitan  Railroad  Company.  (City  Doc. 
110.) 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  the  report  was 

recommitted  with  instructions*  1o  report  what 

action,  if  any,  is  necessary.  Mr.  Whitmore 
moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

SALARY  OF  ASSISTANT   PORT  PHYSICIAN. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  Council  con- 
sidered No.  15,  viz. : 

An  order  to  amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised 
Ordinances  of  1885,  so  as  to  make  the  amount  of 
the  salary  of  the  assistant  port  physician  S1000. 

Passed.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider; 
lost.    Sent  up. 

PARK  REFECTORIES. 

Mr.  Whitmore  called  up  past  assignments  19 
and  20.  viz. : 

19.  Order  requesting  Park  Commissioners  to 
remove  the  gentlemen's  toilet  from  the  ladies' 
refectory  in  the  Marine  park,  and  convert  the 
same  to  the  use  of  ladies. 

20,  Order  requesting  Park  Commissioners  to 
place  women  in  charge  of  the  ladies'  refectory 
at  the  Marine  and  Franklin  parks,  and  if  the 
management  of  any  refectories  has  been  let  out 
to  men  to  remove  them,  and  let  out  the  privi- 
leges and  management  of  such  places  to  women. 

Orders  severally  passed.  Mr.  Whitmore 
moved  to  reconsider;  lost.    Sent  up. 

PURCHASE   OF  COAL. 

The  Council  next  considered  the  special  as- 
signment, viz.. : 

Order  authorizing  the  superintendent  of  pub- 
lic building's,  with  approval  of  mayor,  to  con- 
tract for  the  supply  of  coal  for  the  public  build- 
ings, schoolhouses,  and  departments  not  other- 
wise provided  for,  upon  such  terms  and  in  such 
quantities  as  may  be  expedient. 

Passed  in  concurrence. 

The  President— Mr.  Leary  moves  to  recon- 
sider. 

Mr.  Leary— Before  the  reconsideration  I  wish 
to  say  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  summer  va- 
cation I  would  do  all  in  my  power  to  oppose  this 
order,  because  I  believe  the  city  can  get  its  coal 
cheaper  by  having  its  own  wharf  and  buying 
by  the  cargo.  I  have  introduced  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  an  ordinance 
to  carry  out  that  idea. 

The  reconsideration  was  refused. 

CHARLES    RIVER  BRIDGE. 

Mr.  Whitmore  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred 
the  report  and  order  in  relation  to  the  petition 
of  Peter  Connelly,  for  leave  to  enlarge  the  toll 
house  on  Charles-river  bridge— Recommending 
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the  passage  of  the  order  in  the  following  new 
draft : 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  au- 
thorized to  execute  a  lease  to  Peter  Connelly  of 
the  old  toll  house  and  land  adjoining,  not  to  ex- 
ceed 12  feet  in  width,  on  Charles-river  bridge  at 
a  reasonable  rent,  and  on  usual  conditions;  the 
lease  to  be  terminable  by  either  party  at  30 
days'  notice,  and  the  lessee^to  be  allowed  to  re- 
move any  buildings  he  may  have  erected  there- 
on during  his  occupancy. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

The  order  reported  by  the  committee  was 
substituted  for  that  passed  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  and  passed.  Mr.  Whitrnore  moved  to 
reconsider;  lost.    Sent  up. 

CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Blume  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Claims: 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
the  petition  of  William  W.  Grant  for  compen- 
sation for  personal  injuries  received  March  19, 
1887,  by  reason  of  an  alleged  defect  at  the  corner 
of  Leverett  and  Causeway  streets.  Accepted. 
Mr.  Blurne  moved  to  reconsider :  lost.    Sent  up. 

Report  on  the  order  (referred  June  23,  18S7)  for 
the  city  to  refund  90  percent  of  the  amount  paid 
for  betterments  assessed  on  account  of  the  lay- 
ing out  of  the  Marine  Park,  South  Boston— That 
in  their  opinion  the  order  ought  not  to  pass,  as 
the  corporation  counsel  has  decided  that  such 
refund  would  be  illegal. 

Laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tattle. 

Report  on  the  petion  of  James  Deshon  that  the 
city  refund  the  amount,  with  interest,  paid  for 
the  deed  of  an  estate.  26  East  Canton  street,  sold 
for  unpaid  taxes,  said  deed  being  invalid  by 
reason  of  informality  in  the  sale— Recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  city  treasurer  be  author- 
ized to  pay  to  James  Deshon  the  sum  of  §163.57, 


being  the  amount  paid  to  the  city  by  said 
Deshon,  with  interest,  for  the  deed  of  estate 
26  East  Canton  street,  sold  for  unpaid  taxes  of 
the  year  1882 ;  said  deed  being  invalid  by  reason 
of  informality  in  the  sale. 

Report  accepted ;  order  read  twice  and  passed. 
Mr.  Blume  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

INSPECTION  OF  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Nunan  submitted  a  report  from  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Department  for  Inspection  of 
Buildings  on  the  petition  of  the  Sewall  Day  Cord- 
age Company,  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  inspector  of  buildings  be 
authorized  to  issue  a  permit  to  the  Sewall  Day 
Cordage  Company  to  build  outside  the  building 
limits  a  wooden  building  on  rear  of  Everett 
street,  near  AVaverley  street,  Ward  25,  in  excess 
of  range  allowed,  and  without  the  intervention 
or  construction  of  a  brick  wall  as  required  by 
the  ordinances,  and  in  accordance  with  an  ap- 
plication on  tile  in  the  Department  for  the  In- 
spection of  Buildings;  said  building  to  be  occu- 
pied for  manufacturing  purposes. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed.  Mr.  Nunan 
moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

SOUTH  BAY. 

Mr.  Carroll— I  would  like  to  call  for  a  report 
from  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  order  in 
regard  to  the  improvement  of  South  Bay,  re- 
ferred Feb.  10.  Some  rive  or  six  weeks  ago  I 
gave  notice  that  I  would  call  for  a  report,  but  I 
have  not  had  a  chance  to  do  so.  I  would  like  to 
rind  out  what  has  been  done  about  it. 

Mr.  Sanger— As  no  response  seems  to  be  forth- 
coming in  answer  to  the  question  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Boston,  I  move  that  the  Council 
now  adjourn. 

Adjourned  at  10.06  P.M.,  and  stood  adjourned 
to  the  second  Thursday  in  September. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Monday,  July  11,  1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
4  o'clock  P.  M.,  Aid.  Donovan,  chairman,  pre- 
siding.   Absent,  Aid.  Bromwich. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Capen,  the  reading  of  the 
record  was  dispensed  with. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Five  grand  jurors  for  the  Augustlterm  and  six 
traverse  jurors  for  the  July  term  were  drawn 
for  the  Superior  Criminal  Court. 

HEARINGS  ON  ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

1.  On  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Par- 
ker street  Ward  4. 

H.  Williams  appeared  and  read  his  objections, 
viz :  That  all  the  houses  have  sufficient  drain- 
age ;  the  water  from  them  finds  its  way  directly 
or  indirectly  into  the  same  sewer  into  which  the 
proposed  sewer  will  empty.  Every  signer  of  the 
petition  has  a  first-class  sewer  in  front  of  bis 
estate,  and  some  of  the  names  were  procured 
through  misrepresentation.  There  are  996  feet 
of  the  street,  at  the  highest  point,  where  there 
is  no  sewer.  (To  Aid.  Lee.)  Two  of  his  houses 
enter  the  sewer;  the  superintendent  allowed 
him  to  enter  the  sewer,  but  he  had  never  been 
called  upon  to  pay  an  assessment.  There  is  a 
stench  from  one  of  the  drains  in  the  vicinity. 

Levi  Timson  thought  it  an  unnecessary  ex- 
pense to  dig  up  the  street,  as  all  the  abutters  are 
well  accommodated.  (To  Aid.  Sullivan.)  At 
present  he  drains  into  a  drain  back  of  7  or  8  or 
10  lots,  into  Brighton-street  sewer.  Bought  the 
right  to  drain  there  when  he  bought  his  place. 
He  paid  a  tax  on  the  Cambridge-street  sewer 
put  in  by  the  city  of  Charlestown. 

Mr.  Bateman  says  the  sewer  is  uncalled  for 
and  will  not  be  used  by  a  single  person  there, 
He  had  drained  through  Mr.  Hull's  land  and 
paid  for  The  right.  His  son  is  sick  and  will  be 
for  some  time,  and  he  does  not  want  the  street 
dug  up  now.  The  expenditure  will  be  un- 
necessary, whether  it  costs  $10,000  or  $400.  Do 
not  know  any  estates  that  have  no  sewerage. 
Was  told  he  drains  into  the  main  sewer.  Never 
paid  and  never  was  asked  to  pay  an  assessment. 
The  sewer  will  have  to  go  through  a  solid  ledge. 

This  closed  the  hearing  for  the  remonstrants. 

Ste_phen  Hull  wanted  the  sewer  because  there 
has  Deen  a  sewer  through  his  property  for  20 
years,  which  never  had  a  right  to  be  there. 
There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  stench  from  the 
drain.  He  had  petitioned  for  a  sewer,  when 
Mr.  Bradley  was  superintendent,  but  it  was  re- 
fused. A  manhole  was  built  there  by  Mr.  Brad- 
ley, and  the  stench  from  it  bad  been  the  cause 
of  great  complaint.  Mr.  Williams  drains  10 
houses  in  Somerville  into  the  present  dram.  He 
wanted  the  Board  to  go  there,  and  if  they  didn't 
say  a  sewer  is  needed  they  might  call  him  a 
liar.    He  is  willing  to  pay  an  assessment. 

O.  J.  Rand  favored  the  sewer.  His  tenant 
has  complained  of  a  bad  smell,  and  it  ap- 
pears to  proceed  from  the  manholes.  He 
favored  the  most  perfect  sanitary  condition  of 
the  street,  regardless  of  cost. 

B.  F.  Camp  said  the  manhole  20  feet  from  his 
place  causes  a  stench.  The  present  sewer  was 
built  at  the  expense  of  the  abutters  to  accom- 
modate those  above,  and  those  who  petitioned 
for  it  did  not  pay  a  cent.  He  did  not  know 
whether  the  proposed  sewer  would  relieve  the 
stench  from  the  manhole. 

Mr.  Robinson  favored  the  sewer  if  it  would 
abate  the  stench  from  the  manhole. 

C.  M.  Bryant,  a  tenant  of  Mr.  Rand,  thought 
the  stench  proceeded  from  the  manhole.  Has 
to. keep  His.  bathroom  window  open  in  winter 
because  of  the  stench.  It  is  rea°onable  to  sup- 
pose that  the  proposed  sewer  will  relieve  them 
of  the  trouble. 

Mr.  Hull  said  five  of  the  petitioners— Mrs. 
Knight,  Mr.  Davidson,  Mr.  Durkee,  W.  Davis, 
and  Daniel  Wiggin — wished  him  to  say  they  fa- 
vored the  sewer  for  the  benefit  of  the  street ; 


they  had  perceived  bad  smells  from  the  man- 
hole. He  cannot  drain  into  the  present  sewer : 
his  cellar  is  lower  than  the  sewer. 

Mr.  Williams  in  reply  said  Mr.  Rand  has  never 
entered  the  sewer  in  front  of  his  house.  The  old 
drain  was  built  by  Mr.  Sullivan,  and  purchasers 
bought  with  the  land  a  right  to  enter  that  drain. 
Mr.  Hull's  houses  drain  into  the  Sullivan  drain, 
and  he  only  paid  the  sewer  assessment  under 
protest.  The  rights  to  enter  the  sewer  from 
Somerville  were  sold  by  Mr.  Charles  Powers, 
who  was  hand  in  glove  with  Mayor  Norton  at 
that  time,  and  who  had  got  permission  to  run 
the  sewer  to  the  Somerville  line.  He  had  en- 
tered the  sewer  by  permit  from  the  proper  au- 
thority ;  had  never  been  called  on  for  an  assess- 
ment, and  is  now  willing  to  pay  it.  He  thought 
the  rub  of  this  controversy  was  that  Mr.  Hull 
wants  to  occupy  the  drain  alone. 

Mr.  Hull  replied  to  some  of  Mr.  Williams's 
statements  concerning  the  early  history  of  the 
old  drain  and  the  present  sewer.  No  record  can 
be  found  giving  the  parties  a  right  to  drain  into 
the  Brighton-street  sewer. 

Mr.  Bateman  said  Mr.  Johnson  paid  his  sewer 
assessment. 

No  one  else  desiring  to  object,  the  matter  was 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

2.  On  petition  of  Edward  Barber  for  license  to 
erect  and  use  a  stationary  engine  of  two-horse 
power  at  473  Broadway,  South  Boston, 

No  objections.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Steam  Engines. 

3.  On  petition  of  Thomas  Cuddihy  for  leave  to 
project  a  bay  window  from  building  63  C  street, 
South  Boston. 

No  objections.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Inspection  of  Buildings,  (Aid.) 

Roxbury  High  School  Site. 

A  hearing  was  had  on  the  proposed  taking  of 
certain  land  for  a  site  for  the  Roxbury  High 
School. 

No  one  appeared  to  object. 

The  following  were  offered  and  read  twice 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  moved  by  Aid. 
Carroll : 

City  of  Boston,  ) 

In  Board  of  Aldermen,  [ 

July  11,  1887.  J 

Whereas,  by  a  resolve  dated  June  27,  18S7,  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  did,  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions'  of  Section  4S  of  Chapter  44  of  the 
Public  Statutes,  determine  upon  certain  parcels 
of  land  hereinafter  described,  situated  on  or 
near  Warren  street,  Montrose  street  and  Dun- 
reath  place,  in  Boston,  as  a  suitable  place  for  the 
erection  of  a  new  schoolhouse  and  necessary 
buildings,  which  said  parcels  of  land  are  respec- 
tively described  and  bounded  as  follows,  viz. : 

A  parcel  of  land  belonging  to  Silas  Potter,  and 
bounded  west  by  Warren  street,  128  6-100  feet; 
south  by  Dunreath  place,  on  two  lines,  134  20-100 
feet:  east  by  other  land  of  said  Potter,  100  feet; 
north  by  land  of  Henrietta  Joy  and  others, 
S3  feet ;  east  again  by  said  land  of  Joy  and  others, 
34  58-100  feet ;  and  north  again  by  land  of  Francis 
J.  McLaughlin  and  of  Patrick  Maguire,  97  73-100 
feet,  more  or  less ;  containing  17,086  square  feet, 
more  or  less. 

Also  a  parcel  of  land  belonging  to  Patrick  Ma- 
guire, and  bounded  west  by  Warren  street, 
50  34-100  feet;  north  by  Montrose  street,  71  71-100 
feet;  east  by  land  of  Francis  J.  McLaughlin, 
57  12-100 feet,  more  or  less;  and  south  by  land  of 
Silas  Potter,  72  13-100  feet;  containing'  3852  4-10 
square  feet,  more  or  less. 

Also  a  parcel  of  land  belonging  to  Francis  J. 
McLaughlin,  and  bounded  north  by  Montrose 
street,  75  feet ;  east  by  land  now  or  late  of  Alice 
Walker.  64  43-100  feet;  south  by  land  of  Henri- 
etta Joy  and  others,  and  by  land  of  Silas  Pot- 
ter, 80  feet;  and  west  by  land  of  Patrick  Ma- 
guire. 57  12-100  feet. 

Also  a  parcel  of  land  belonging  to  Henrietta 
Joy,  Mary  Y.  Joy  and  Rhoda  A.  Lawrence,  and 
bounded  south  by  land  of  Silas  Potter,  33  feet ; 
west  by  the  same,  34  58-100  feet;  north  by  land 
of  Francis  J.  McLaughlin,  33  feet ;  and  east  by 
the  remaining  land  of  said  Joy  and  Lawrence, 
34  39-100  feet,  more  or  less : 

All  of  said  parcels  together  containing  less 
than  80  square  rods,  exclusive  of  the  land  to  be 
occupied  by  the  school  buildings:  and 

Whereas,  due  notice  has  been  given  of  the 
intention  of  this  Board  to  select  and  lay  out  for 
the  erection  of  a  new  schoolhouse  and  necessa- 
ry buildings  the  said  parcels  of  land,  and  to  ap- 
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praise  the  damage  to  the  several  owners  of  such 
lands  sustained  thereby,  it  is  therefore 

Ordered,  That  this  Board  does  hereby,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  provisions  of  the  statute 
aforesaid,  select  and  lay  out  the  said  parcels  of 
land  as  a  suitable  place  for  the  erection  of  a 
schoolhouse  and  necessary  buildings,  and  does 
hereby  appraise  the  damages  to  the  several 
owners  of  said  parcels  of  land  sustained  by  such 
selection  and  laying  out,  as  follows,  viz. : 

For  Silas  Potter  the  sum  of  $1. 

For  Patrick  Maguire  the  sum  of  $1. 

For  Francis  J.  McLaughlin  the  sum  of  $1. 

For  Henrietta  Joy,  Mary  Y.  Joy,Rhoda  A.  Law- 
rence, the  sum  of  $1. 

Passed,  yeas  10,  nays  0. 

Whereas  by  a  resolve  dated  June  27,  1887,  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  did,  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  Section  48  of  Chapter  44  of  the 
Public  Statutes,  determine  upon  certain  parcels 
of  land  hereinafter  described,  situate  on  or  near 
Warren  street,  Montrose  street  and  Uunreath 
place  in  Boston,  as  a  suitable  place  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  new  schoolhouse  and  necessary  build- 
ings, which  parcels  of  land  are  respectively  de- 
scribed and  bounded  as  follows,  viz. : 

A  parcel  of  land  belonging  to  Silas  Potter,  and 
bounded  west  by  Warren  street,  128  6-100  feet; 
south  by  Dunreath  place,  on  two  lines,  134  26-100 
feet ;  east  by  other  lands  of  said  Potter,  100  feet ; 
north  by  land  of  Henrietta  Joy  and  others,  33 
feet;  east  again  by  said  land  of  Joy  and  others, 
34  58-100  feet ;  and  north  again  by  land  of  Francis 
J.  McLaughlin  and  Patrick  Maguire,  97  73-100 
feet,  more  or  less,  containing  17,086  square  feet, 
more  or  less. 

Also  a  parcel  of  land  belonging  to  Patrick 
Maguire,  and  bounded  west  by  Warren  street, 
50  34-100  feet;  north  by  Montrose  street, 
71  71-100  feet;  east  by  land  of  Francis  J. 
McLaughlin,  57  12-100  feet,  more  or  less; 
and  south  by  land  of  Silas  Potter,  72  and  13-100 
feet ;  containing  3852  4-10  square  feet,  more  or 
less. 

Also  a  parcel  of  land  belonging  to  Francis  J. 
McLaughlin,  and  bounded  north  by  Montrose 
street,  75  feet ;  east  by  land  now  or  formerly  of 
Alice  Walker,  64  43-100  feet;  south  by  land 
of  Henrietta  Joy  and  others,  and  by  land  of  Silas 
Potter,  80  feet :  and  west  by  land  of  Patrick  Ma- 
guire, 57  12-100  feet. 

Also  a  parcel  of  land  belonging  to  Henrietta 
Joy,  Mary  Y.  Joy,  and  Rhoda  A.  Lawrence,  and 
bounded  south  by  land  of  Silas  Potter,  33  feet; 
west  by  the  same,  34  58-100  feet;  north  by 
land  of  Francis  J.  McLaughlin,  33  feet;  and  east 
by  the  remaining  land  of  said  Joys  and  Law- 
rence, 34  39-100  feet,  more  or  less;  all  of  said 
parcels  together  containing  less  than  eighty 
square  rods,  exclusive  of  the  land  to  be  occupied 
by  the  school  buildings; 

Whereas,  by  an  order  dated  July  11,  1887,  the 
said  Board  did,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  statute  aforesaid,  select  and  lay  out  the 
said  parcels  of  land  as  a  suitable  place  for  the 
erection  of  a  schoolhouse  and  necessary  build- 
ings; it  is  therefore 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Council  does  hereby, 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  statute 
aforesaid,  approve  and  adopt  the  selection  and 
laying  out  of  said  parcels  of  land  as  a  suitable 
place  for  the  erection  ol  a  schoolhouse  and 
necessarv  buildings  as  aforesaid,  and  that  said 

fiarcels  of  land  shall  be  taken,  held,  and  used 
or  the  purpose  aforesaid. 
Passed,  yeas  10,  nays  0.    Sent  down. 

PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  (Aid.)  —  John 
Halligan,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden 
building  for  two  horses  on  41  Fairview  street, 
Roslindale,  Ward  23. 

Joseph  Harris,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old 
wooden  building  for  six  additional  horses  on  8 
Hunneman  street,  Ward  20. 

William  Doogue,  superintendent,  for  leave  to 
occupy  a  proposed  new  wooden  building  for  four 
horses  on  Northampton  street,  betweenHarrison 
avenue  and  Albany  street,  Ward  20. 

F.  J.  Ward,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old  wooden 
building  for  four  horses  on  Gurney  street,  rear 
No.  12,  Ward  22. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses— G.  E.  Lothrop, 
for  license  for  wrestling  exhibition  at  Windsor 
Theatre  on  Wednesday,  July  13,  1887. 

B.  F.  Keith,  for  license  for  new  Gaiety  Muse- 
um at  545  Washington  street,  for  season  of 
1887-88. 


To  the  Committee  on  Sewers— Mary  A.  F. 
Lambert  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in  Falcon 
street,  between  Putnam  and  Glendon  streets. 

M.  J.  Flatley,  for  a  sewer  in  North  street,  be- 
tween Merchants'  row  and  Bendall's  lane. 

Standard  Sugar  Refinery,  that  Granite  street 
be  paved  with  granite  blocks  and  properly 
drained. 

G.  L.  Williams  and  others,  that  a  sewer  may 
be  laid  in  Maxwell  street.  Ward  24. 

St.  Patrick  Educational  Society,  for  abatement 
of  the  sewer  assessments  against  their  estate  on 
Forest  street  and  Mt.  Pleasant  avenue. 

Catharine  Fitzpatrick,  for  abatement  of  sewer 
assessment  against  her  estate  on  Ferrin  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims— Hannah  E. 
O'Connor  and  others,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
ages caused  by  breaking  of  a  drain  in  Earl 
street. 

Angus  L.  Frazer,  for  compensation  on  account 
of  the  death  of  his  minor  son  at  the  City  Hos- 
pital, due  to  negligence  of  the  city's  agents. 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Common  — George 
H.  Hobson,  tor  the  removal  of  a  dead  tree  in 
front  of  220  Cottage  street,  Ward  24. 

To  the  Park  Commissioners — Citizens'  Trade 
Association  of  East  Boston,  that  the  city  pur- 
chase the  land  west  of  Putnam  street  and  south 
of  Falcon  street,  adjoining  the  reservoir. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps— John  D.  Dodge 
and  others,  for  public  lamps  on  Shaw  and  La- 
grange streets,  Ward  23. 

Horatio  N.  Avery  and  others,  for  a  public  lamp 
on  Auburn  avenue,  Ward  4. 

Charles  Mann  and  others,  for  public  lamps  on 
Crawford  street. 

Maurice  Freeman  and  others,  for  electric  light 
at  corner  of  Cook  and  Medford  streets. 

George  M.  Joy  and  others,  for  public  lamps  on 
Weld  street.  Ward  23. 

E.  H.  Allen  and  others,  for  public  lamps  on 
Temple  street,  Ward  23. 

Thomas  Lane,  for  an  electric  light  at  junction 
of  Paris  and  Marion  streets,  East  Boston. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving— Petitions  for 
brick  sidewalks  as  follows : 

C.  L.  Barton,  489  and  491  Dudley  street. 

Mary  A.  Pierce,  485  and  487  Dudley  street. 

Matilda  F.  Home,  9  Savin  street. 

R.  A.  Sanford,  5  and  7  Savin  street. 

James  Stevenson,  on  estate  Eliot,  Pleasant 
and  Columbus  avenue. 

David  O'Leary,  194  Havre  street. 

Silas  W.  Merrill.  206  and  208  Newbury  street. 

Anna  Davis,  20  Sargent  street. 

For  edgestones  as  follows : 

Thomas  Leyland,  northwest  corner  Clifton 
and  Cottage  streets. 

For  edgestones  and  brick  sidewalks  as  fol- 
lows: 

Thomas  Leyland,  Clifton  street,  next  to  north- 
west corner  of  Cottage  street. 

Thomas  Levland,  22  Cottage  street. 

Ella  F.  Fogg,  second,  third  and  fourth  lots  be- 
yond H,  on  East-Sixth  street. 

The  Neverslip  Horseshoe  Company,  that  they 
may  be  authorized  to  place  a  drinking  trough  in 
front  of  241  State  street,  and  that  water  be  sup- 
plied at  the  public  expense. 

Orrin  Sherman  and  others,  that  edgestones  be 
set  and  Mayo  street  be  put  in  condition  for 
travel. 

St.  Patrick  Educational  Society,  for  brick 
sidewalks  in  front  of  their  estate  on  Forest 
stieet  and  Mt.  Pleasant  avenue. 

Boston  Cordage  Company,  for  leave  to  Jay  an 
iron  pipe  from  M  street,  through  Seventh  street 
to  their  factory,  and  to  construct  the  necessary 
culvert  therefor. 

Michael  Killion  and  others,  for  edgestones  at 
152,  154,  156  Heath  street. 

Julia  Conners,  for  brick  sidewalk  in  front  of 
C73  East-Second  street. 

New  Court  House. 

A  petition  was  received  from  George  A.  Clough 
for  leave  to  occupy  with  guy  posts  parts  of 
Howard  and  Somerset  streets  and  Pernberton 
square. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paying. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  N.  G  Smith  the  reference 
was  reconsidered. 

Aid.  N.  O.  Smith— I  move  to  suspend  the  rule 
in  order  that  leave  may  be  granted.  1  do  it  for 
this  reason :  The  architect  is  desirous  of  putting 
up  derricks  there  at  once  so  as  to  go  on  with  the 
work  of  constructing  the  new  court  house,  and 
he  desires  these  posts  to  attach  his  guys  to.    He 
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was  here  today  and  asked  me  if  I  would  take 
care  of  it.  He  has  left  it  in  our  hands  to  be  acted 
on,  with  the  statement  that  it  is  necessary  to 
have  it  granted  as  early  as  possible,  if  there  is 
no  objection. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  later  in  the  ses- 
sion Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  George  A.  Clough  be  author- 
ized to  locate  two  guy-posts  in  Howard  street 
near  Somerset  street,  also  one  post  in  Pember 
ton  square,  said  posts  to  be  used  for  securing 
derricks  during  the  construction  of  the  new 
Suffolk  County  Court  house;  provided  said 
Clough  shall  give  to  the  city  an  agreement  to 
save  harmless  the  city  of  Boston  against  any 
damages  arising  from  the  location  or  use  of  said 
posts  as  aforesaid. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Paving  of  Granite  Street. 
Aid.  Carroll  presented  the  petition  of  Stand- 
ard Sugar  Refinery  and  others,  calling  attention 
to  the  heavy  teaming  in  Granite  street,  in 
South  Boston,  and  requesting  that  it  be  paved 
with  granite  blocks,  and  for  a  sewer  therein. 

In  connection  with  the  above  Aid.  Carroll, 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  offered  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
be  requested  to  pave  Granite  street  with  granite 
blocks. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
be  requested  to  pave  West  Sixth  street,  South 
Boston,  with  asphalt,  between  No.  92  and  No.  110, 
the  expense  attending  the  same  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  paving. 

Aid.  Carroll— In  support  of  that  order  I  de- 
sire to  say  that  there  are  21  names  on  the  peti- 
tion which  has  been  read  by  the  Chair,  and  it  is 
safe  to  say  that  those  21  names  represent,  to  say 
the  least,  $15,000,000,  and  that  they  pay  into  the 
city  treasury  taxes  on  that  amount  of  money.  I 
think  I  underestimate  it  if  anything.  There  are 
such  names  as  Mr.  Thomas,  president  of  the 
Standard  Sugar  Refinery;  Mr.  Cunningham, 
treasurer  of  the  Continental  Sugar  Refinery; 
Boston  Wharf  Company,  by  J.  B.  Russell ;  Nash, 
Spaulding  &  Co.,  the  Barber  Asphalt  Company, 
Herdic  Phaeton  Company,  Whittier  Machine 
Company,  Burnham  &  Co.,  the  largest  coal 
dealers  in  Boston;  Clinton  White,  who,  I  be- 
lieve, was  once  an  honored  member  of  this 
Board;  Isaac  B.  Mills,  Doolittle  &  Co.,  C.  C. 
French,  J.  M.  Brigham,  and  others.  While  the 
street  is  entirely  within  the  ward  in  which  I 
live,  there  is  but  one  dwelling  house  upon  it, 
and  there  is  only  one  person  living  in  that 
dwelling  house.  It  is  a  place  where  a  young 
man  keeps  a  kind  of  a  saloon  and  lives  there.  I 
say  this  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  it  is  not 
my  desire,  by  advocating  the  passage  of  this  or- 
der, to  catch  votes.  1  present  that  order  be- 
cause it  relates  to  a  business  section  of  the  city, 
where  19-20ths  of  the  teams  going  to  and  from 
South  Boston  pass  through  that  street ;  it  is  oc- 
cupied entirely  by  storehouses,  and  is  a  locality 
which  has  been  built  up  very  largely  this  year, 
and  there  has  been  a  considerable  increase  in 
the  taxable  value  of  property.  A  verv  few  years 
ago  Boston  wharf  was  virtually  a  barren  fiat, 
mostly  covered  with  water.  Today  it  is  a  place 
that  has  been  taken  up  entirely  by  large  manu- 
facturing houses,  and  I  think  they  should  re- 
ceive some  consideration,  at  least  in  the  shape 
of  having  acceptable  streets  in  which  they  can 
do  business  without  injury  to  themselves  or 
their  property  upon  which  they  have  to  pay 
taxes.  1  think  it  is  Safe  to  say,  that  if  any 
member  of  this  Board  had  reason  to  go  over 
there  into  that  neighborhood  he  would  see  the 
necessity  for  passing  this  order.  I  think  the 
records  of  this  Board  will  substantiate  the  state- 
ment that  there  has  not  been  a  petition  pre- 
sented to  this  government  in  the  last  ten  years 
that  deserves  more  favorable  consideration 
than  the  one  which  I  present  today.  I  hone 
the  order  will  receive  the  favorable  action  of 
this  Board.    ■ 

The  orders  were  read  a  second  time  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rule  and  put  upon  their  pas- 
sage. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  am  a  strong  opponent  of 
pavingthe  streets  with  asphalt;  but  as  I  want 
to  be  placed  correctly  on  the  record  I  desire  to 
say  that  I  stand  today  just  where  I  have  stood 
for  two  years.  The  place  which  it  is  asked  shall 
he  paved  with  asphalt  is  also  located  in  the 
ward  in  which  I   live.    It  will   not  take   more 


than  150  feet  at  the  outside,  and  it  is  in  front  of 
a  church.  I  stand  ready  to  give  my  vote,  while  a 
member  of  this  Board  of  Aldermen,  to  lay 
asphalt  in  front  of  any  church,  I  don't  care 
what  the  denomination,  or  in  front  of  a  school- 
house  or  a  hospital,  or  any  other  place  where  it 
requires  quietness.  That  is  the  explanation  of 
my  reason  tor  offering  the  order. 

The  orders  were  passed.  Aid.  Carroll  moved 
to  reconsider;  lost. 

So  much  of  the  petition  as  related  to  laying  a 
sewer  in  said  street  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Sewers. 

Flag  Permit. 

The  Chairman  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Young  Men's  Temperance  Society  of  Charles- 
town  for  leave  to  suspend  a  flag  o%  Bunker  Hill 
street.  , 

In  connection  with  the  above,  the  Chairman, 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  offered  an  order 
— That  a  permit  be  granted  to  the  Young  Men's 
Temperance  Society  of  Charlestown  to  suspend 
a  flag  on  Bunker  Hill  street. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Aid. 
Allen  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

4.  Message  from  the  mayor,  transmitting  com- 
munication from  Directors  for  Pablic  Institu- 
tions, asking  for  some  action  looking  to  the  re- 
moval of  20  or  more  families  resident  at  Long 
Island.    Placed  on  file. 

5.  Auditor's  monthly  exhibit.  (Doc.  112.) 
Placed  on  file. 

6.  Fourteenth  annual  report  of  the  Board  of 
Fire  Commissioners.    (Doc.  81.)    Placed  on  file. 

7.  Annual  report  of  the  city  registrar.  (Doc, 
100.)    Placed  on  file. 

JVezu  Cambridge  Bridge. 

Next  in  order  were  the  two  papers  in  regard 
to  the  loan  for  the  new  Cambridge  bridge. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Allen  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended, and  he  submitted  the  following: 

The  special  committee  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, appointed  to  confer  with  a  similar  com- 
mittee of  the  Common  Council  relative  to  the 
difference  hetween  the  two  branches  in  the 
matter  of  the  new  Cambridge  loan,  respectfully 
report  that,  as  the  result  of  the  conference,  the 
two  committees  agreed  to  recommend  to  their 
respective  branches  the  adoption  of  the  original 
order,  amended  as  follows : 

Insert  after  the  words  "in  gold"  the  words  "or 
currency,  according  to  the  bids  accepted  there- 
for." 

Add  to  the  order  the  following  words:  "Pro- 
vided that  the  whole  loan  and  interest  shall  be 
payable  either  in  gold  or  in  currency,  and  not  a 
portion  in  each  method." 

The  committee  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
order  of  instructions  to  the  city  treasurer  in  re- 
gard to  advertising  for  bids,  which  was  adopted 
in  the  Common  Council  on  the  7th  inst. 

Charles  H.  Allen, 
W.  P.  Carroll, 
Tilly  Haynes, 

Accepted. 

8.  Report  of  the  committee  of  conference  on 
the  difference  between  the  two  branches  on  the 
"New  Cambridge  Bridge.Loan."  The  Common 
Council  receded  from  its  former  action  and 
passed  the  order  with  the  following  amend- 
ments: insert  after  the  words  "in  gold"  the 
words  "or  currency  according  to  the  bids  ac- 
cepted therefor,"  and  add  to  the  order  the  words 
"Provided  that  the  whole  loan  and  interest  shall 
be  payable  either  in  gold  or  in  currency,  and 
not  a  portion  in  each  method." 

Report  accepted,  and  said  order  as  amended 
passed  in  concurrence ;  yeas  8,  nays  2,  Aid.  Lee 
and  N.  G.  Smith  voting  nay. 

9.  Report  of  the  committee  on  conference  on 
the  matter  of  difference  between  the  two 
branches  concerning  the  payment  of  interest  on 
the  bonds  of  the  "New  Cambridge  Bridge 
Loan,"  recommending  the  passage  of  the  follow- 
ing: 

Ordered,  That  the  city  treasurer  be  instructed 
in  advertising  for  bids  for  the  "New  Cambridge 
Bridge  Loan"  to  request  bidders  to  state  wheth- 
er they  require  the  bonds  and  interest  to  be 
payable  in  gold  or  in  currency,  and  to  allow 
each  bidder  to  offer  different  bids  for  each  kind 
of  bond. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 

Aid.  Allen  moved  to  reconsider  the  passage  of 
both  orders ;  lost. 
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THE  LAUTEN     INVESTIGATION. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  Aid.  Lee  sub- 
mitted the  following : 

Majority   Report. 

The  joint  special  committee  appointed  to  in- 
vestigate and  report  on  the  charges  made 
against  Councilman  Albert  F.  Lauten  of  Ward 
14,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
May  9,  last,  having  completed  tbeir  investiga- 
tion, respectfully  submit  the  following  report : 

The  committee  in  pursuing  their  inquiry, 
waived  an  inaccuracy  in  the  order,  relative  to 
the  date  of  the  meeting  of  the  aldermen  at 
which  the  charges  were  made,  being  in  reality 
on  the  9th  of  May,  instead  of  the  2d,  as  the  order 
states.  Two  hearings  were  held,  and  all  parties 
interested,  a#  far  as  the  committee  are  aware, 
had  an  opportunity  of  appearing  and  testifying 
in  regard  to  the  matter  under  investigation.  It 
appears  to  the  committee,  from  the  evidence 
presented  at  the  hearing,  that  the  charges 
against  Mr.  Lauten  were  sustained,  in  respect  to 
his  receiving  money  in  various  sums  and  at  dif- 
ferent times,  from  the  woman  having  charge  of 
of  the  refectory  at  the  Marine  Park  pier,  in 
South  Boston,  and  the  fact  is  admitted  by  Mr. 
Lauten  himself,  but  the  evidence  also  tends  to 
show  that  it  was  purely  a  business  proceeding, 
entered  int©  with  Mr.  Bibber  at  a  time  when 
Mr.  Lauten  was  not  a  member  of  the  city  gov- 
ernment, whereby  Mrs.  Hayes,  the  woman  to 
whom  reference  is  made,  was  to  have  charge  of 
the  refectory  and  divide  the  proceeds  with 
Messrs.  Lauten  and  Bibber. 

The  committee  having  accomplished  the  duty 
imposed  upon  them  do  not  feel  called  upon  to 
comment  upon  the  character  of  the  transaction 
under  investigation,  or  upon  the  wisdom  of  the 
parties  engaged  in  it,  and  having  no  recommen- 
dations to  make  in  regard  to  the  matter,  they 
accordingly  ask  to  be  relieved  from  further 
consideration  thereof. 

Tilly  Haynes, 
William  A.  Foss, 
Edwakd  Sullivan, 
John  H.  Sullivan, 
John  W.  Hayes, 
Willliam  H.  Murphy, 
A  majority  of  the  committee. 
Minority  Report. 

The  undersigned  member  of  the  joint  special 
committee  appointed  to  investigate  the  charges 
made  against  Councilman  Lauten,  "that  he  re- 
ceived money  from  a  widow  for  his  influence  in 
obtaining  for  her  permission  to  sell  fruit,  etc.,  at 
the  entrance  to  the  Marine  Park,  South  Boston," 
respectfully  dissents  from  the  majority,  and 
submits  the  following  report: 

The  iirst  hearing  was  held  on  June  15th,  1887. 
Philip  J.  Doherty,  Esq.,  appeared  for  i\Lr.  Lau- 
ten, and  Alderman  William  P.  Carroll  appeared 
for  Mrs.  Hayes,  the  lady  referred  to  in  the 
charge. 

Mrs.  Hayes  was  sworn,  and  testified  that  she 
had  paid  to  Mr.  Lauten  in  all  .§364.12,  and  pro- 
duced her  books  to  verify  the  statement,  and 
further  testified  that  she  understood  the  money 
was  paid  to  him  for  his  influence  in  obtaining 
her  the  place. 

Mr.  Doherty  objected  to  presenting  his  case  at 
this  hearing,  claiming  that  Mr.  Bibber,  who  was 
an  important  witness,  was  out  of  town  and 
would  not  return  until  June  20th  ;  that  he  had 
the  bills  relating  to  the  case,  without  which  he 
could  not  present  his  case  properly.  The  com- 
mittee, however,  voted  to  hear  Mr.  Lauten  at 
this  time. 

Mr.  Lauten  was  sworn,  and  admitted  that  he 
had  received  the  amount  charged  to  him  on 
Mrs.  Hayes's  books,  but  claimed  that  it  was  to 
reimburse  him  for  money  that  he  had  invested 
in  the  business,  and  not  for  his  influence  in  ob- 
taining her  the  place.  Mr.  Lauten  was  unable 
to  state  the  exact  amount  he  had  invested,  but 
thought  it  was  about.  £200.  He  claimed  that  he 
paid  the  money  to  Mr.  Bibber,  but  took  no  re- 
ceipt for  it. 

The  next  hearing  was  held  on  June  27th.  Mr. 
Bibber  was  present,  but  failed  to  produce  any 
bills  relating  to  the  business.  He  was  sworn 
and  testified  that  Mr.  Lauten  and  himself  had 
advanced  the  money  to  start  Mrs.  Hayes  in  busi- 
ness, but  was  unable  to  state,  or  produce  any 
books  or  papers  that  would  establish  the  exact 
amount  Mr.  Lauten  had  advanced. 

The  charge   that   Mr.  Lauten   had  received 


money  from  Mrs.  Hayes  was  substantiated  by 
the  evidence  of  the  lady  and  the  admission  by 
Mr.  Lauten  that  he  had  received  the  money. 

Although  it  does  not  appear  in  the  evidence 
that  Mr.  Lauten  received  this  money  for  his  in- 
fluence in  obtaining  the  lady  the  place,  the  un- 
dersigned is  of  the  opinion  that,  owing  to  his 
failure  to  produce  any  documentary  evidence  as 
to  the  time  or  amount  of  investment,  the  trans- 
action was  not  creditable  to  the  gentleman  in 
question,  and  further  believes  that  sufficient 
evidence  was  not  produced  at  the  hearings  to  re- 
fute the  statements  made  by  Alderman  Carroll 
at  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  held 
May  9,  1SS7.  John  H.  Lee. 

Aid.  Lee— Mr.  Chairman— I  now  rise  to  move 
that  the  minority  report  be  substituted  for  that 
of  the  majority.  It  is,  sir,  to  me  a  very  dis- 
agreeable task  to  have  to  disagree  with  my  as- 
sociates upon  that  committee.  But  a  duty'  was 
delegated  to  me  by  this  Board  as  one  of  the 
committee,  unsolicited  on  my  part,  and  to  me  it 
was  one  of  the  most  distasteful  duties  I  have 
had  to  perform  during  my  term  in  the  city  gov- 
ernment, viz. :  to  enter  into  an  investigation  of 
the  conduct  of  one  of  the  members  of  this  year. 
But,  sir,  I  entered  upon  the  duties  feeling  that  I 
had  no  friends  to  reward  and  no  enemies  to 
punish  in  making  up  my  mind  from  the  evi- 
dence that  might  be  brought  before  that  com- 
mittee ;  and  I  have  endeavored  to  interpret  that 
evidence  with  the  power  which  I  have,  and 
which  is  given  to  all  men.  But,  Mr.  Chairman, 
I  am  not  here  to  malign  the  character  of  Mr. 
Lauten.  Far  from  it.  Nor  am  I  here  to  under- 
take, if  the  evidence  was  not  such  as  would 
justify  it.  to  uphold  the  statements  made  by  the 
honorable  alderman  on  my  left,  and  reiterated 
by  yourself,  sir.  Mr.  Chairman,  on  the  floor  of 
this  chamber  I  have  endeavored  to  lav  the 
facts  clearly  and  plainly  bet  ore  this  Board,  be- 
lieving, as  I  do,  that  it  was  not  only  a 
peculiar,  but  a  dishonorable  transaction  for 
any  set  of  men  to  enter  into,  to  endeavor 
to  get  a  place  for  a  soldier's  widow,  and  then 
say  to  her  that  she  must  divide  the  profits 
with  them.  It  does  appear  in  the  evidence,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  the  only  time  the  gentleman 
did  receive  a  dollar  was  while  he  was  a  member 
of  the  City  Council,  and  that  was  in  1886. 
During  the  year  1885  Mrs.  Hayes  says  the  busi- 
ness was  poor,  and  the  receipts  were  so  small 
that  it  was  a  difficult  task  for  her  to  obtain 
a  livelihood  from  them.  It  may  be  argued, 
Mr.  Chairman,  that  it  was  a  copartnership  en- 
tered into  with  Mrs.  Hayes.  But  I  take  issue 
with  any  member  of  tnis  Board  or  any  member 
of  the  Common  Council  who  will  endeavor  to 
make  me  believe  that  it  was  a  legal  copartner- 
ship, or  that  any  copartnership  had  been  en- 
tered into.  Far  from  it.  It  appears  by  the  evi- 
dence that  the  lady  was  at  some  time  or 
other  employed  by  Mr.  Bibber;  that  Mr. 
Bibber  saw  where  he  could  hire  that  refec- 
tory; that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  take  it 
and  run  it,  and  that  be  must  securo  the  services 
of  some  lady.  Mr.  Bibber  did  not  have  that  in- 
fluence he  might  have,  and  which  overy  gentle- 
man at  this  Board  must  know.  You,  sir, 
and  every  other  member  here  have  been  in  pub- 
lic life  long  enough  to  know,  that  Mr.  Bibber 
then  sought  to  find  the  man  who  had  the  influ- 
ence with  the  Park  Commissioners,  and  who 
might  get  for  Mr.  Bibber  and  Mrs.  Hayes  the 
permit  to  manage  the  refectory  at  the  Marine 
Park.  That,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  the  whole  thing 
in  a  nutshell.  Then,  sir,  Mr.  Lauten  takes  the 
stand  and  tells  your  committee  that  be  believes 
he  paid  $200  as  his  share  of  the  investment.  But. 
Mr.  Chairman,  he  tails  to  produce  one  voucher 
to  show  that  he  paid  $1  to  Mr.  Bibber.  Mr.  Bib- 
ber comes  upon  the  stand,  and  when  questioned 
by  the  committee  and  by  the  attorney  for  Mr. 
Lauten,  he  tells  the  committee  that  he  has  no 
bills,  no  receipts,  and  he  cannot  toll  h<»w  much 
money  Mr.  Lauten  did  pay.  Now,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  have  said  that  this  was  a  peculiar  transac- 
tion. I  claim  so  now,  and  I  defy  any  gentleman, 
any  member  of  this  Board,  or  any  member  of 
that  committee,  to  say  that  Mr.  Bibbe  did  go  to 
Mr.  Lauten  and  allow  him  to  enter  into  business 
with  him  at  his  place  at  the  Marino  Park.  No, 
he  didn't,  because  he  could  run  his  business 
there  individually  and  alone.  But  when  he 
found  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  get  tho 
refectory  for  the  lady,  he  turns  and  finds  some- 
body to  assist  him  in  procuring  the  place  for 
Mrs.  Hayes;  and  I  do  not  believe,  and  I  never 
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ccrald  be  convinced,  that  Mr.  Lauten  ever  paid 
Mr.  Bibber  one  dollar.  That  Mr.  Bibber  bought 
the  furniture  may  be  safely  said.  But  he  re- 
ceived payment  for  it.  Now,  sir,  the  evidence 
which  was  taken  there  was  a  very  large  amount, 
and  it  would  take  some  time  to  discuss  it  in  all 
its  phases,  and  I  do  not  propose  to  detain  the 
Board  by  doing  so.  But  I  have  submitted  this 
report,  arriving,  as  I  said  before,  at  what  I  be- 
lieve to  be  the  true  interpretation  of  the  evi- 
dence, as  1  understood  it,  that  was  presented  to 
that  committee.  I  could  see  no  way  to  offer  an 
order  that  would  punish  Mr.  Lauten.  I  know  of 
no  law  under  which  he  could  be  punished. 
Therefore  I  have  refrained  from  doing  more 
than  merely  submitting  the  report  and  setting 
forth  my  views  upon  the  evidence  as  it  was  sub- 
mitted. 

Aid.  Carroll— Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen 
of  the  Board — I  suppose  I  have  been  the  cause 
of  this  investigation  from  the  statement  which 
I  made  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  Now  I  want 
to  be  fair  and  candid.  I  want  to  speak  upon  this 
matter  without  prejudice  or  feeling,  and  I  de- 
sire to  say  that  I  have  no  fight  politically,  per- 
sonally, financially  or  otherwise  with  Mr.  Lau- 
ten. To  me  it  is  not  a  hair's  difference  whether 
he  dies  tonight  or  lives  for  a  hundred  years  in 
the  highest  kind  of  prosperity.  In  making  the 
statement  that  led  to  this  investigation  I  stated 
to  the  Board  my  reason  for  doing  it.  and  to  reiter- 
ate the  reason,  it  was  simply  this :  I  thought  I  saw 
a  man  whom  I  knew  from  information  which  I 
had  in  my  possession  assumed  to  be  that  which 
he  was  not.  He  assumed  to  be  an  honest  man, 
when  I  knew  he  lied ;  and  that  is  why  I  offered 
that  order.  I  desired  to  unmask  such  a  man. 
For  one,  I  am  what  I  am  without  any  apolo- 
gies for  being  so.  I  am  not  any  better 
than  I  ought  to  be.  But  the  sunlight 
or  daylight  or  after  dark  will  never  dis- 
cover me  in  such  a  mean,  contemptible, 
demeaning  position  as  extorting  from  a  poor, 
unfortunate  woman  the  moneys  that  this  man 
himself  admits  she  paid  to  him.  that  he  himself 
admits  he  received,  for  the  poor  privilege  of 
selling  a  little  fruit  for  the  purpose  of  support- 
ing herself  and  her  two  children.  I  stamp  ooth 
reports — both  the  one  that  has  been  offered  by 
the  majority  and  the  one  offered  by  the  minor- 
ity—as two  of  the  best  samples  of  whitewash 
that  have  ever  been  manufactured  or  ever  will 
he.  Neither  of  the  reports  have  stamina  or 
manhood  enough  behind  them  to  call  things 
by  their  proper  names.  Both  of  the  reports  ad- 
mit that  the  transaction  was  as  described.  The 
cunningness  of  the  man  himself  can  be  seen 
when  he  says  in  the  Council  that  it  was  a 
business  transaction  entered  into  before  he 
went  into  the  Council  or  when  he  was  not 
a  member  of  the  Common  Council.  On  the 
stand  he  testifies  that  he  received  nothing 
while  he  was  out  of  the  Common  Council ; 
but  he  does  say  that  he  did  receive  whatever 
he  did  receive  while  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Common  Council.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  do 
not  care  what  you  do  with  that  report.  You  can 
stuff  it  in  the  waste  paper  basket  if  you  want  to. 
The  people  of  this  city  and  the  public  have  had 
a  chance  to  judge  of  the  men  and  their  trans- 
actions. You  may,  for  the  time  being,  fool  the 
public,  you  may  hide  the  facts  from  them.  But 
when  a  man  goes  on  the  stand  and  admits  what 
this  man  himself  has  admitted,  it  is  not  neces- 
sary for  the  City  Council  to  say  what  their  ver- 
dict is.  Whatever  the  City  Council  may  say,  it 
will  not  change  the  opinion  of  the  public ;  be- 
cause the  public  has  made  up  its  mind  and 
drawn  its  conclusions  from  the  evidence ;  and  it 
is  safe  to  say  that  the  public  says  that  a  man 
who  does  what  this  man  confesses  to  have  done 
is  not  an  honest  man ;  and  I  will  draw  the  man- 
tle of  charity  far  enough  to  say  that  any  man 
who  does  do  it,  whether  his  name  is  Jones  or 
Smith,  whether  he  is  black  or  white,  whether 
he  is  a  Democrat  or  Republican,  while  I  am  a 
member  of  this  Board  I  will  call  him  by  his 
proper  name,  and  say  lie  is  not  an  honest  man. 

The  Chairman— The  question  is  upon  the 
substitution  of  the  minority  report  for  that  of 
the  majority. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  move  to  amend,  that  both 
reports  be  accepted. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  will  have  to  rule 
that  motion  out  of  order  at  this  time. 

Aid.  Carroll— When  either  of  the  reports 
is  finally  acted  upon  I  desire  to  ask  to  be 
excused  frttm  voting.    I   think  the   justice  of 


that  request  is  apparent  to  every  member  of 
this  Board. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  state  at 
this  time  that  he  also  asks  to  be  excused  from 
voting.  Although  he  doesn't  feel  but  that  he 
has  a  perfect  right  to  vote,  yet  in  order  that 
fairness  may  be  extended  the  Chair  does  not 
desire  to  vote.  If  there  are  no  objections  the 
Chair  will  embrace  his  own  request  in  the  mo- 
tion and  put  the  question  upon  excusing  both 
Aid.  Carroll  and  himself  at  the  same  time. 

The  motion  to  excuse  Aid.  Carroll  and  Dono- 
van from  voting  was  declared  carried.  Aid. 
Haynes  doubted  the  vote,  the  Board  was  di- 
vided, 3  in  favor,  3  against,  and  it  was  declared 
lost.  Aid.  Carroll  doubfed  the  vote  and  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  motion  to  excuse 
was  carried  ;  yeas  5,  nays  3 : 

Yeas— Aid.  Allen,  McLaughlin,  N.  G.  Smith, 
C.  W.  Smith,  Sullivan— 5. 

Nays — Aid.  Haynes,  Lee,  Maguire — 3. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Aid.  Bromwich,  Capen, 
Carroll.  Donovan — i. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— From  my  position  in  that 
investigation  I  feel  that  I  should  also  be  ex- 
cused from  voting.  I  ask  the  privilege  of  be- 
ing excused. 

The  question  was  put  and  declared  carried. 
Aid.  Lee  doubted  the  vote  and  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  called,  and  Aid.  McLaughlin  was 
excused ;  veas  5,  nays  4: 

Yeas— Aid.  Allen,  Donovan,  N.  G.  Smith,  C. 
W.  Smith,  Sullivan— 5. 

Nays— Aid.  Carroll,  Haynes,  Lee,  Maguire — i. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Aid.  Bromwich,  Capen, 
McLaughlin— 3. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  think  the  committee  ought 
to  be  excused  now.  They  are  the  ones  who 
make  the  reports. 

Aid.  Carroll— You  are  trying  to  turn  it  into 
a  farce,  and  you  should  not  do  it. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  move  that  the  committee  be 
excused. 

Aid  Lee— Does  the  gentleman  mean  the  ma- 
jority or  the  minority? 

Aid.  Sullivan— The  whole  committee. 

Aid.  Carroll— Mr.  Chairman. 

The  Chairman — No  debate  is  in  order. 

Aid.  Lee — I  suppose  the  gentleman  means  the 
majority  of  the  committee.  Being  the  member 
in  the  minority,  I  do  not  want  to  be  included. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  would  like  the  Chair  to 
refer  me  to  the  rule  which  forbids  me  from  dis- 
cussing that  motion. 

The  Chairman  re&d  Rule  15  of  the  Board,  pro- 
viding that  a  member  may  state  his  reasons  for 
asking  to  be  excused,  and  the  question  shall  he 
decided  without  debate. 

The  Chairman— The  alderman  has  neglected 
to  give  any  reasons,  and  the  question  must  he 
decided  without  debate. 

Aid.  Carroll— Does  it  not  say  that  anyone 
making  the  request  shall  give  his  reasons?  * 

The  Chairman— Certainly. 

Aid.  Carroll— The .  gentleman  not  having 
given  any  reasons  I  do  not  see  why  we  cannot 
debate  the  question. 

The  Chairman— If  the  alderman  waives  the 
right  to  '^ive  his  reasons  that  brings  the  ques- 
tion directly  to  a  vote.  The  question  is  upon 
the  motion  of  Alderman  Sullivan  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  be  excused  from  voting. 

Aid.  Maguire — I  move  to  amend  that  motion 
hy  including  the  whole  Board.  This  is  the  first 
time  I  have  made  a  motion  of  that  kind.  But  it 
does  seem  to  me  that  if  there  are  so  many  gen- 
tlemen here  composed  of  so  much  salt  and 
putty,  who  are  afraid  to  speak  their  minds  upon 
a  question  of  this  kind  and  want  to  be  excused, 
I  say  we  should  also  let  the  other  members  of 
the  Board  be  excused.  I  might  also  ask  to  be 
excused  because  I  attended  some  of  these 
hearings  and  because  I  have  been  engaged 
in  business  with  these  gentlemen.  There  may 
be  some  reason  why  Aid.  Carroll  and  Donovan 
should  be  excused,  but  when  it  comes  to  any 
other  member  I  think  I  have  as  much  right  to 
be  excused  as  anyone  else. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— My  reason  for  asking  to 
be  excused  was  that  I  felt  that  I  was  in  rather  a 
delicate  position. 

The  Chairman — The  Chair  would  remind  the 
alderman  that  he  has  lost  the  opportunity  of 
giving  his  reasons  for  asking  to  be  excused,  and 
inasmuch  as  he  did  not  give  his  reasons,  then 
he  waived  his  right  to  do  so. 

Aid.  McLaugalin— Then,  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
rise  to  a  question  of  privilege. 
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The  Chairman— The  gentleman  will  please 
state  his  question  of  privilege. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— I  desire  to  contradict  the 
statement  of  the  alderman  who  has  just  taken 
his  seat. 

The  Chairman— The  alderman  will  proceed. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— The  alderman  who  has 
just  taken  his  seat  made  a  statement  that  in 
his  opinion  Aldermen  Carroll  and  Donovan  had 
a  right  to  be  excused  from  voting  and  that  no 
other  member  had  that  right.  I  claim  that  my 
position  is  as  delicate  and  even  more  so  to  me 
than  the  position  of  those  gentlemen.  I  was  a 
witness  on  that  investigation,  and  I  feel  that  I 
should  be  contented  with  being  a  witness,  and 
not  acting  as  judge  and  jury  also.  For  that  rea- 
son I  asked  to  be  excused. 

Aid.  Carroll — I  suppose  that  it  is  in  order 
upon  the  amendment  of  Aid.  Maguire  to  debate 
the  question  why  the  whole  Board  should  not 
be  included.  If  it  is  not  in  order  I  desire  at  this 
time  to  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege. 

The  Chairman— The  alderman  will  please 
state  his  question  of  privilege. 

Aid.  Carroll— The  question  of  privilege  to 
which  I  arise  is  in  regard  to  asking  to  be  ex- 
cused. 

The  Chairman— Tbe  alderman  will  proceed. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  think  it  is  apparent  to  every 
member  of  this  Board  that  I  should  be  excused 
from  voting  upon  this  question.  The  gentleman 
who  has  just  taKen  his  seat  states  that  he  was  in 
a  far  more  delicate  position  than  I  was,  although 
he  did  not  make  the  charges.  I  made  the  charges 
against  Mr.  Lauten  upon  which  this  investiga- 
tion was  had.  I  not  only  made  the  charges  but 
I  was  also  a  witness,  as  the  gentleman  was.  and 
was  also  considered  the  prosecuting  attorney,  as 
is  suggested  by  the  member  on  my  left.  So 
where  the  gentleman  can  think  he  has  stronger 
reasons  for  being  excused  than  I  have,  I  cannot 
see.  But  when  it  comes  to  men  dodging  the 
vote,  afraid  to  advocate  or  condemn,  I  don't  see 
why  they  should  be  excused.  I  think  the  gen- 
tleman who  has  asked  to  be  excused  may  be  in 
a  delicate  position,  but  for  every  man  who 
signed  the  report,  and  after  bringing  it  in  here, 
to  ask  to  be  excused  from  voting  upon  the  adop- 
tion of  that  report.  I  don't  see  why  it  should  be 
done.  It  never  has  been  done  in  the  history  of 
this  government  and  never  will  be. 

Aid.  Lee— I  move  to  further  amend  the  mo- 
tion by  excepting  the  alderman  from  the  nth 
district.  I  desire  to  go  on  record  on  this  ques- 
tion. 

Tbe  amendment  of  Aid.  Lee  was  adopted,  and 
the  question  came  upon  the  amendment  of  Aid. 
Maguire  to  excuse  the  whole  Board  except  Aid. 
Lee.and  the  motion  was  lost ;  yeas  1,  nays  9 ;  Aid. 
Maguire  voting  yea. 

Aid.  Sullivan,  no  objections  being  made, 
then  withdrew  his  motion. 

The  motion  to  substitute  the  minority  report 
for  that  of  the  majority  was  lost;  yeas  2,  nays  5: 

Yeas— Aid.  Lee,  Maguire— 2. 

Nays— Aid.  Allen,  Haynes.  C.  W.  Smith,  N.  G. 
Smith,  Sullivan— 5. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Aid.  Bromwich,  Capen, 
Carroll,  Donovan,  McLaughlin— 5. 

The  majority  report  was  accepted,  yeas  C,  nays 
1,  Aid.  Lee  voting  nay.    Sent  down. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COTTNCIIr— Hemmed 

10.  Notice  of  indefinite  post  ponement  of  order 
instructing  Committee  on  Printing  to  continue 
the  present  contracts  Eor  reporting' and  printing 
the  proceedings  of  the  City  Council  until  other- 
wise ordered. 

Placed  on  file. 

11.  Ordered,  That  the  mayor  be  requested  to 
instruct,  the  heads  of  the  various  departments 
to  grant  a  holiday,  without  loss  of  pay,  to  all 
employees,  whose  services  can  be  dispensed 
with  on  "Labor"  day,  Sept.  5. 

Passed  in  concurrence. 

12.  Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Police  Com- 
missioners be,  and  tl  icy  are  hereby,  authorized 
to  make  up  the  pay-rolls  so  that  the  police  offi- 
cers of  the  city  of  Boston  and  their  other  em- 
ployees shall  receive  the  pay  accruing  during 
their  regular  vacation  upon  the  pay-day  pre- 
vious to  their  leave  of  absence. 

Passed  in  concurrence. 

13.  Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioners  be 
requested  to  place  women  in  charge  of  the  la- 
dies'refectory  at  the  City  Point  Marine  Park, 
and  at  Franklin  Park,  instead  of  men,  and  if 
the  management  of  any  refectories  have  been 


let  out  to  men,  that  the  said  board  be  requested 
to  remove  them,  and  to  let  out  the  privileges 
and  management  of  such  places  to  women. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  moved  to  refer  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Parks. 

Aid.  Carroll— If  the  gentleman  would  stop  to 
reflect  he  will  see  that  the  season  is  a  very  short 
one ;  the  Common  Council  has  ordered  a  vaca- 
tion until  September.and  we  are  about  adjourn- 
ing for  two  weeks.  Although  I  did  not  see  this 
order  until  today,  it  relates  to  something  that 
we  in  South  Boston  know  ought  to  be  done. 
The  fact  is  that  this  place  has  been  put  in 
charge  of  a  man,  when  99-100ths  of  the  people 
who  patronize  it  are  ladies  and  children.  Next 
on  the  programme  is  an  order  relating  to  an- 
other matter  that  has  been  apparent  to  the 
people  of  South  Boston  a  good  while,  and  to 
which  they  are  strongly  opposed.  This  is  some- 
thing that  tends  for  the  good  of  all.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  proper  person  to  have  in  charge  of 
that  place  is  a  lady,  not  a  gentleman.  I  think 
the  gentleman  will  see  that  himself,  and  would 
like  to  have  the  same  change  made  at  the  park 
in  the  neighborhood  where  he  lives. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  declared  lost.  Aid. 
N.  G.  Smith  doubted  the  vote,  the  Board  was 
divided,  2  hi  favor,  4  against,  and  the  motion 
was  lost. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence.  Aid. 
Carroll  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

14.  Ordered.  That  the  Board  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners be  requested  to  remove  the  gentlemen's 
toilet  from  the  ladies'  refectory  on  the  City 
Point  Marine  Park,  and  convert  the  same  to  the 
use  of  ladies. 

Passed  in  concurrence. 

15.  Ordered,  That  all  that  portion  of  Long 
Island  owned  by  the  city  of  Boston  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  placed  in  charge  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  for  Public  Institutions,  with  full  power 
to  control  the  occupation  and  use  of  the  same. 

Passed  in  concurrence. 

16.  Ordered.  That  the  superintendent  of  Com- 
mon and  squares  be  requested  to  place  settees 
on  the  training  held  during  the  summer  months, 
in  Ward  5. 

Passed  in  concurrence. 

17.  Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  Printing  be,  audit  hereby  is,  authorized 
to  contract,  for  one  year  from  July  1  current,  for 
reporting  and  publishing  in  some  daily  news- 
paper the  proceedings  of  the  City  Council,  such 
contract  to  be  subject  to  the  orders  already 
passed,  and  not  to  exceed  the  sum  already  ap- 
propriated for  the  purpose. 

Passed  in  concurrence. 

18.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  ought  to 
pass,  on  the  following  order  referred  to  them  by 
Common  Council : 

Ordered,  That  the  balance  of  the  appropria- 
tion for  Albany-street  bridge,  when  completed, 
be  transferred  to  the  appropriation  for  bridges, 
to  be  expended  by  the  superintendent  ot 
bridges  in  the  care  and  repair  of  culverts  and 
bridges. 

Report  accepted. 

The  order  was,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Lee,  returned 
to  the  Common  Council,  as  not  being  in  proper 
form,  (having  been  sent  up  for  concurrence  on 
passage,  when  it  had  been  previously  passed  by 
this  Hoard.) 

19.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  lcavo  to 
withdraw  on  petition  of  William  W.  Grant  for 
compensation  for  personal  injuries  received 
March  19,  1887,  at  corner  of  Leverett  and  Cause- 
way streets. 

Accepted  in  concurrence. 

20.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  re- 

c pending  passage  of  order  authorizing  loan 

of  $500,000  for  Stony-brook  improvement,  as 
follows:. 

Ordered,  That  the  city  treasurer  be  authorized 
to  borrow  the  sum  of  ,ftr>oo,(iiJO  for  the  term  of  30 
years,  anil  bearing  interest  at  Hie  rate  of  4 
percent  per  annum,  payable  semi-annually, 
I  lie  ceil  ilicates  lor  n  liich  shall  be  denominated 
on  the  lace  thereof  "Stony  Brook  Improvement 
Serin,"  which  sum  is  hereby  appropriated  for 
I  lie  purchase  of  land,  payment  of  damages,  con- 
struction of  all    channels,  and    work   necessary 

and  proper  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  im- 
provement of  Stony    brook-,   as  authorized    by 

Chapter  428  of  the  Acts  of  1887,  and  all  expenses 
incident  thereto;  and  the  superintendent  of 
sewers  under  the  direction  of  His  Honor  the 
Mayor  is  hereby  authorized  to  make  sett.lc- 
mehtsfor  all  damages,  and  to    construct  said 
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channel  substantially  in  accordance  with  the 
plan  of  the  commissioners,  as  laid  down  in  their 
report  to  the  City  Council  in  1886. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  move  to  amend  the  order 
so  that  one-thirtieth  part  of  the  loan  shall  be 

fiayable  each  year.  I  think  that  is  the  principle 
or  the  city  to  adopt  in  all  its  loans.  It  is  cer- 
tainly better  to  invest  the  sinking  fund  at  the 
same  rate  at  which  the  loan  is  negotiated  than 
at  a  lower  rate.  If  the  Board  will  look  at  the 
report  of  the  Sinking  Fund  Commissioners, 
they  will  find  that  the  sinking-funds  are  invest- 
ed at  about  two  thirds  the  rate  which  the  loans 
are  drawing.  Now.  if  we  have  one-thirtieth 
part  of  the  loan  paid  each  year,  we  certainly 
stop  interest  on  so  much  of  the  principal,  there- 
by securing  for  the  sinking  funds  th«  same  rate 
of  interest  which  the  loan  is  drawing.  The  city 
has  been  called  upon  every  year,  for  the  last 
few  years,  to  add  an  additional  amount  to  the 
sinking  funds  in  order  to  pay  the  loans  at  ma- 
turity, and  in  order  to  make  up  for  the  lower 
rate  of  interest  which  the  city  has  received  than 
it  expected  at  the  time  the  various  loans  were 
negotiated.  Now,  it  is  certainly  less  trouble 
and  expense  to  pay  one  thirtieth  of  this  loan 
each  year  than  it  is  to  raise  the  money  all  at 
once.  It  is  less  trouble  to  pay  off  a  portion  of 
the  principal  each  year  than  to  wait  until  the 
loan  expires  and  then  pay  the  entire  amount. 
The  same  plate  can  be  used  by  leaving  blank 
the  date  at  which  the  bond  matures,  and  have 
it  put  in  with  a  pen  instead  of  being  engraved 
on  the  plate.  I  hope  the  amendment  will  pre- 
vail. It  must  be  apparent  to  everyone  that  it  is 
the  better  way  to  pay  the  debt.  It  is  the  wav 
an  individual  will  do  when  he  has  a  debt  to  pay. 
Aid.  Lee  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  the 
amendment  was  rejected ;  yea  1,  nays  9,  Aid.  C. 
W.  Smith  voting  yea. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence,  yeas,  10 
nays  0. 

21.  Keport  of  Committee  on  Finance,  recom- 
mending passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  be  authorized 
to  transfer  the  sum  of  84305.06  from  tbe  reserved 
fund  for  the  appropriation  for  Hanover-street 
widening. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence, 
yeas  10,  nays  0. 

22.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  recom- 
mending passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  be  authorized 
to  transfer  the  sum  of  §600  from  the  reserved 
fund  to  the  appropriation  for  City  Registrar's 
Department,  for  additional  compensation  to  the 
male  clerks  in  said  department. 

Ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  6,  Revised  Ordi- 
nances 1885,  to  conform  to  above  order. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence, 
yeas  9,  nays  0;  ordinance  passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

23.  Report  of  C^mmitte  on  Finance,  recom- 
mending passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  be  authorized 
to  transfer  the  sum  of  $35,000  from  the  reserved 
fund  to  the  appropriation  for  schoolhouses,  pub- 
lic buildings. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence, 
yeas  8,  nays  0. 

24.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  ought  to 
pass  on  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  appropriation  of  $20,000 
for  improved  sewerage  dwelling-houses  be 
transferred  to  the  appropriation  for  improved 
sewerage. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Aid.  Lee— It  seems  to  me  that  some  explana- 
tion should  be  given  for  the  reason  for  trans- 
ferring this  $20,000.  Last  year  a  clamor  was 
made  that  the  mechanics  wanted  dwelling- 
houses  at  the  Cow  Pasture,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  if  there  is  to  be  a  transfer  it  ought  to  go  to 
the  construction  of  improved  sewerage. 

The  Chairman— That  is  where  it  is  going. 

Aid.  Lee — The  order  does  not  say  so.  I  move 
to  amend  by  adding  the  word  "construction." 

Aid.  Allen — If  we  should  amend  the  order  as 
suggested  by  the  member  on  my  left  it  will 
necessarily  have  to  go  back  to  the  Common 
Council  for  concurrence  in  the  amendment. 
Perhaps  in  view  of  that  fact  it  will  be  deemed 
wise  not  to  adopt  the  amendment.  So  far  as  the 
order  itself  is  concerned  those  of  us  who  were 
here  last  year  will  remember  that  there  was  a 

great   pressure   for   the  erection  of    dwelling- 
ouses  at  tbe  Calf  Pasture  for  the  accomodation 
of  the  men  employed  there  by  the  improved 


sewerage  department.  An  appropriation  of 
$20,000  was  made  for  that  purpose.  It  has  been 
discovered  that  it  is  not  necessary  at  present  to 
erect  those  houses  but  it  is  very  desirable  that 
the  money  should  be  transferred  for  the  pur- 
pose of  continuing  the  work  of  constructing  the 
improved  sewerage. 

Aid.  Lee— How  much? 

Aid.  Allen— They  say  $20,000  is  a  proper  sum 
to  be  transferred.  The  Committee  on  Finance 
have  therefore  approved  the  recommendation 
made  by  the  city  engineer,  and  reported  this  or- 
der to  the  Common  Council  the  other  evening. 
I  hope  the  motion  to  amend  will  not  prevail,  be- 
cause it  will  necessitate  the  order  going  back  to 
the  Common  Council.  That  body  is  not  in  ses- 
sion and  is  not  supposed  to  be  in  session  until 
September. 

Aid.  Lee— I  am  glad  that  the  alderman  on  my 
right  has  admitted  that  a  great  clamor  was 
made  and  a  great  pressure  brought  to  bear  on 
the  governmentt  last  year  by  the  mechanics 
who  are  employed  upon  the  work  at  the  Calf 
Pasture,  and  I  am  sorry  to  find  that  he  comes  in 
here  and  advocates  transferring  the  $20,000  from 
the  appropriation  for  dwelling-houses  to  the 
appropriation  for  improved  sewerage.  As  I  un- 
derstand it  the  city  engineer  states  that  he 
wants  about  $li00  to  put  a  flooring  into  one  of 
the  buildings.  Yet  the  Committee  on  Finance 
stand  up  here  and  say  take  the  whole  $20,000. 

Aid.  Allen— If  the  gentleman  will  allow  me 
I  will  say  that  the  city  engineer  did  not  make 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance  any  statement 
about  wanting  $1100. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  in  the  chair. 

Aid.  Lee— I  would  state  that  he  made  it  to  me 
and  I  am  reiterating  what  he  said  to  me. 

Aid.  Allen — In  what  I  state  I  am  reflecting 
what  was  stated  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
What  was  said  to  an  individual  on  the  corner 
of  the  street  the  Committee  on  Finance  are  not 
responsible  for. 

Aid.  Lee— I  want  the  alderman  to  distinctly 
understand  that  when  I  want  information  from 
city  officials  I  do  not  meet  them  on  the  street 
corners.  I  go  to  their  offices  in  business  hours.  I 
learned  that  this  matter  went  through  the  Com- 
mon Council  and  endeavored  to  ascertain  the 
reasons  for  it.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance  is  getting  reckless;  they  don't 
care  what  they  do  with  the  money  now,  and 
they  report  transfers  merely  to  get  rid  of  work 
devolving  upon  them  in  the  committee.  It 
seems  to  me  it  is  all  wrong  to  transfer  this 
money  unless  some  sounder  reasons  can  be  giv- 
en than  those  which  have  been  given  by  the 
alderman  on  my  right. 

Aid.  Donovan— 1  am  very  sorry  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance  of  this  year  are  getting  so  reck- 
less, especially  at  this  time  of  the  year.  But  I 
must  say  they  are  no  worse  than  were  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  of  last  year,  when  the  gentle- 
man from  the  11th  district  was  a  member  of  it. 
This  order  is  the  outcome  of  a  request  from  the 
City  Engineer  who  sent  in  a  communication 
about  a  month  ago  asking  for  an  additional  ap- 
propriation of  about  fifty  thousand  dollars ;  not 
$1100,  but  $50,000.  He  says  he  has  got  to  expend 
immediately,  at  the  present  time,  about  ten 
thousand  dollars.  The  committee  could  see  no 
place  where  they  could  give  him  $50,000  or  any 
part  of  it,  a'd  at  his  request  they  recommended 
the  transfer  of  this  $20,000  to  tide  him  over  the 
difficulty  he  is  now  in  and  of  which  he  must  be 
relieved.  He  came  before  the  committee  and 
requested  that  this  $20,000  for  dwelling  houses 
should  be  transferred  to  the  appropriation  for 
improved  sewerage,  and  if  at  any  time  they  can 
find  the  money  they  will  recommend  an  appro- 
priation for  building  these  dwelling-houses. 
But  until  that  is  done  the  dwelling-houses  must 
wait,  and  the  money  must  be  used  for  this  work, 
which  must  be  done  immediately. 

Aid.  Allen— I  cannot  allow  this  matter  to 
pass  without  saying  a  single  word  in  reply  to 
my  friend  from  the  11th  district,  who  speaks  of 
the  reckless  manner  in  which  the  Committee 
on  Finance  are  doing  their  business.  I  want  to 
say  to  him  here  and  now  that  if  he  has  any  mat- 
ter coming  before  the  Committee  on  Finance 
he  will  find  they  are  not  very  reckless  in  at 
tending  to  his  case. 

Aid.  Donovan  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  amendment  of  Aid.  Lee  was  lost;  yeas 
l,  nays  9,  Aid.  Lee  voting  yea. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence,  veas  9, 
nay  1,  Aid.  Lee  voting  nay.  Ald.Donovan  moved 
to  reconsider ;  lost. 
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25.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  recom- 
mending passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  be  authorized 
to  transfer  the  sum  of  $1200  from  the  reserved 
fund  to  tli  e  appropriation  for  Mt.  Hope  Ceme- 
tery, purchase  of  land,  said  sum  to  he  ex- 
pended by  the  trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery, 
under  the  direction  of  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  in 
purchasing  three  lots  of  land  for  the  gravel 
thereon,  for  the  use  of  said  cemetery,  as  set 
forth  in  the  communication  of  said  trustees 
presented  to  the  City  Council,  June  27,  1887. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence ; 
yeas  10,  nays  0. 

26.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  recom- 
mending passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  city  treasurer  be  authorized 
to  pay  to  James  Deshon  the  sum  of  $163.57, 
being  the  amount  paid  to  the  city  by  said  Deshon, 
with  interest,  for  the  deed  of  estate  26  East  Can- 
ton street,  sold  for  unpaid  taxes  of  the  jear  1882, 
said  deed  beit>g  invalid  by  reason  of  informality 
in  the  sale. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 

27.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  recom- 
mending passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Water  Board  be  au- 
thorized to  make  such  connections  with  the 
distributing  system  of  the  Cochituate  Water 
Works  and  the  Charlestown  District  as  will  en- 
able them  to  furnish,  in  case  of  an  emergency,  a 
supply  of  water  to  said  district,  and  that  such 
portions  of  the  expense  as  are  properly  charge- 
able thereto  be  charged  to  the  revenue  of  the 
Mystic  Water  Works,  not  exceeding  $35,000;  to 
the  appropriation  for  new  high  service  not  ex- 
ceeding $40,000 ;  and  to  the  appropriation  for  ex- 
tension of  mains  not  exceeding  $40.000,— the 
whole  expense  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  $115,000. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 

28.  Report  of  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the 
Department  for  the  Inspection  of  Buildings, 
recommending  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  inspector  of  buildings  be 
authorized  to  issue  a  permit  to  the  Sewall  Day 
Cordage  Co.  to  build  outside  the  building  limits 
a  wooden  building,  on  rear  of  Everett  street, 
nearWaverley  street, Ward  25,  in  excess  of  range 
allowed,  and  without  the  intervention  of  a  con- 
struction of  a  brick  walj|i  as  required  by  the 
ordinances,  etc. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 

29.  Report  of  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Health,  recommending  passage  of  ordinance  in 
new  draft,  as  follows: 

An  Ordinance  to  Amend  Chapter  6!of  the  Re- 
vised Ordinances  of  1885. 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. :  Sect.  1,  Chap.  6,  of  the  Re- 
vised Ordinances  of  1S85  is  hereby  amended  in 
Section  1,  in  the  clause  establishing  the  salary 
of  the  assistant  port  physician,  by  striking  out 
the  words  "eight  hundred  and  fifty,"  and  in- 
serting the  words  "one  thousand"  in  place 
thereof. 

Report  accepted,  ordinance  passed  in  con- 
currence. 

30.  Ordered,  That  Peter  Connelly  be  allowed 
to  enlarge  the  toll-house  on  Charles-river  bridge 
at  his  own  expense,  under  the  direction  of  the 
superintendent  of  bridges. 

Passed  in  Board  of  Aldermen,  June  27. 

Concurred  in  Common  Council,  July  7,  with 
this  amendment:  substitute  for  the  above  order 
the  following: 

"Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  bo 
authorized  to  execute  a  lease  to  Peter  Connelly 
of  the  old  toll-house  and  land  adjoining,  not  to 
exceed  12  feet  in  width,  on  Charles-river  bridge, 
at  ;i  reasonable  rent  and  on  usual  conditions, 
the  lease  to  be  terminable  by  either  party  at  30 
days'  notice,  and  the  lessee  to  be  allowed  to  re- 
move any  buildings  he  may  haveerectcd  thereon 
during  his  occupancy." 

The  substitute  order  was  passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

31.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  ought 
to  pass  on  the  following: 

Ordered.  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  au- 
thorized to  transfer  and  convoy  to  the  proprie- 
tors of  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery,  all  the  right, 
title  and  interest  which  the  city  has  in  the  lands 
purchased  or  set  apart  for  said  cemetery,  and  in 
and  to  all  other  estate,  property  rights  and 
things  purchased  or  otherwise  obtained,  ac- 
quired and  accrued  to  said  cemetery,  which  the 
city  has,  or  is  entitled  to  have,  and  to  draw  his 
warrant  to  pay  said  proprietors  any  balance  that 
maybe  remaining  in  the  city  treasury  a1  the 
time  of  said  transfer,  and  the  city  treasurer  he 


authorized    to  transfer  all  trust  funds  in  his 
hands  to  said  proprietors,  as  required  by  Chap- 
ter 237,  Acts  of  1887. 
Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 

UNFINISHED    BUSINESS. 

32.  Order  establishing  a  revised  grade  of  Sara- 
toga street,  between  Butler  and  Riverside  ave- 
nues. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  moved  to  assign  to  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Board. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  hope  that  motion  will  not 
prevail.  The  superintendent  of  streets  is  now 
constructing  the  extension  of  Bennington 
street  and  desires  to  cut  down  that  hill  so  lhat 
he  may  use  the  gravel  in  filling  Bennington 
street.  Now  is  the  proper  time  to  work  on  that 
hill,  and  as  it  will  he  two  weeks  before  we  shall 
meet  again,  I  think  it  is  very  important  that  this 
order  should  b  e  put  upon  its  passage  atlthis  time. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  don't  know  that  Aid.  Ma- 
guire  has  gone  yet,  but  as  chairman  of  the  Pav- 
ing Committee  he  requested  me  to  ask,  when 
that  order  came  up,  to  have  it  assigned  to  the 
next  meeting.  1  move  such  assignment.  He 
told  me  he  had  to  catch  the  10  minutes  past  7 
boat  for  Nantasket. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  declared  carried. 
Aid.  Sullivan  doubted  the  vote  and  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays.  The  motion  was  carried; 
yeas  9,  nay  1 ;  Aid.  Sullivan  voting  nay. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll  the  Board  assigned 
to  the  next  meeting  the  two  papers  following: 

33.  Order  authorizing  the  superintendent  of 
streets  to  grade  Saratoga  street  (Shay's  Hill)  to 
conform  to  the  revised  grade. 

34.  Order  to  pay  Daniel  Bohannan  $2000  for 
grade  damages  to  his  estate  on  Saratoga  street. 

POLICE  SALARIES. 

Aid.  Lee  called  up  the  special  assignment, 
viz^: 

An  ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Re- 
vised Ordinances  of  18S5: 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. :  Section  1,  Chapter  6  of  the 
Revised  Ordinances  of  1885  is  hereby  amended 
in  Section  1,  in  the  clause  relating  to  the  salary 
of  the  superintendent  of  police,  by  inserting 
after  the  word  "thousand,"  the  words  "five 
hundred";  in  the  clause  relating  to  the  salary 
of  the  deputy  superintend! ;nt  of  police,  by  strik- 
ing out  the  word  "three,"  and  inserting  in  place 
thereof  the  word  "seven" ;  in  the  clause  relating 
to  the  salary  of  the  clerk  to  the  superintendent 
of  police,  by  striking  out  the  words  "one  thou- 
sand five  hundred,"  and  substituting  in  place 
thereof  the  words  "two  thousand" ;  in  the  clause 
relating  to  the  salary  of  the  pi;<  >perty-clerk  of  the 
Police  Department,  by  striking  out  the  words 
''one  thousand  five  hundred,"  and  substituting 
in  place  thereof  the  words  "eighteen  hundred;" 
and  in  the  clause  relating  to  the  salaries  of  the 
assistant  inspectors  of  police  by  striking  out  the 
words  "three  dollars  a  day  each,"  ana  substi- 
tuting in  place  thereof  the  word  "and." 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  move  to  further  assign  to 
two  weeks  from  today,  for  the  reason  that  the 
alderman  who  has  just  gone  made  a  special  re- 
quest that  it  should  be  done,  in  order  that  he 
might  call  his  committee  together  (nice  more  to 
sit  upon  the  case.  They  were  called  last  week, 
but  the  members  were  so  busy  celebrating  the 
Fourth  of  July  that  there  was  no  time  to  do 
business  in  the  committee,  consequently  no 
action  was  taken. 

Aid.  Lee  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  the 
motion  to  assign  prevailed  ;  yeas  6,  nays  3,  Aid. 
Haynes,  Lee  and  Sullivan  voting  nay. 

REPORTS  OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Request  of  city  collector  for  an  additional  ap- 
propriation for  salaries  of  additional  deputies. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  annual  report  of  the  trustees  of  the  Police 
Charitable  Fund  was  received  and  sent  down. 
Amount  of  fund,  $166,592.21 ;  invested,  $165,650; 
cash  on  deposit,  $942.21. 

Reports  were  received  from  the  superintend- 
ent ol  streets  giving  the  cost  of  laying  brick 
sidewalks  and  edgesfones  in  sundry  streets. 

Orders  were  passed  for  the  assessment  and 
collection  of  one-half  the  cost  thereof. 

RAILROAD  POLICE. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  selectmen  of 
Hyde  Park  of  the  appointment  on  June  29  tilt. 
of  Charles  H.  Wheeler  and  others  as  railroad 

police  otticers. 
Placed  on  file. 
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LOCATIONS  ACCEPTED. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  Boston  Con- 
solidated Street  Railway  Company  of  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  third  location  granted  said  com- 
pany by  this  Board  on  July  5,  inst.,  and  also 
notice  from  the  Metropolitan  Railway  Company 
of  the  acceptance  of  the  115th  and  116th  loca- 
tions, granted  June  13,  ult. 

Also  notice  from  the  South  Boston  Railroad 
Company  of  acceptance  of  47th  location,  grant- 
ed on  June  13,  ult. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 

TREE  TRIMMED. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  superin- 
tendent of  Common,  on  the  petition  of  L.  B. 
Hiscock  for  leave  to  remove  a  tree  in  front  of  5 
Rockville  Park  at  his  own  expense— That,  as  he 
sees  no  reason  for  removing  it,  the  said  tree  be 
carefully  pruned  at  the  expense  of  the  petitioner 
so  as  to  admit  light  and  air. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Common  (Aid.) 

Later  in  the  session  Aid.  Allen  submitted  a  re- 
port from  the  Committee  on  Common  (Aid.)— 
That  the  tree  in  front  of  estate  No.  5  Rockville 
Park  be  preferred,  as  recommended  by  the  su- 
perintendent of  Common. 

Report  accepted. 

LICENSES. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Licenses: 

Recommending  that  a  license  be  granted  Dr. 
J.  M.  Solomon,  Jr.,  to  give  a  variety  entertain- 
ment at  corner  Tremont  street  and  Culvert 
street,  in  a  tent,  from  July  4  to  July  31,  inclusive. 

Report  accepted,  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

Report  on  the  communication  from  the  Massa- 
chusetts Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty 
to  Children,  in  relation  to  the  law  recently 
enacted  to  prevent  illegal  peddling  by  minors 
(Chapter  422,  Acts  of  1877)— Recommending  the 
passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  Rule  2  of  the  Rules  and  Regu- 
lations to  restrain  sales  by  minors,  passed  Jan.  12, 
1887.  is  hereby  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows : 

"Rule  2.  No  license  shall  be  granted  to  a  minor 
under  the  age  of  10  years,  and  every  minor  un- 
der the  age  of  15  years  so  licensed  shall  each  day 
during  the  school  year  attend  some  school  ap- 
proved by  the  School  Committee." 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Reports  from  the  Committee  on  Licenses  rec- 
ommending that  minors'  licenses  be  granted  to 
five  peddlers,  20  newsboys  and  eight  bootblacks. 

Reports  accepted,  and  said  licenses  granted 
on  the  usual  conditions. 

PROJECTIONS  FROM  BUILDINGS. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Police  (Aid.)  recommending  that 
leave  be  granted  upon  the  following  petitions: 

St.  James  Young  Men'sl  Total  Abstinence  So- 
ciety, for  leave  to  project  a  flag  from  820  Wash- 
ington street. 

John  W.  Hayes  and  others,  to  project  a  flag 
over  Harrison  avenue,  coiner  Dover  street. 

Reports  accepted,  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

ELECTRIC  WIRES. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following  from, 
the  Committee  on  Electric  Wires : 

Reports  and  orders  granting  permits  on  the 
usual  conditions  to  erect  poles  for  the  support  of 
wires  as  follows : 

New  England  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Com- 
pany, 20  poles  on  Pond  street,  Ward  23,  between 
May  street  and  the  Brookline  line,  according  to 
red  dots  on  plan  dated  June  1,  1887. 

New  England  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Com- 
pany, to  erect  nine  poles  for  the  support  of 
wires  in  the  following  named  streets  in  Jamaica 
Plain,  at  points  designated  by  red  dots  on  plans 
rnadeby  C.  A.  Perkins  and  D.  A.  Harrington, 
dated  July  5,  1887,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of 
the  superintendent  of  streets,  viz. :  Boylston, 
Burroughs  and  Orchard  streets,  Ward  23. 

Reports  accepted;  orders  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving : 

Reports  recommending  the  passage  of  orders 
for  the  laying  of  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  es- 
tates as  follows : 

Caleb  Kimball,  Sixth  street,  near  M  street. 


William  A.  Whitney,  685  East  Sixth  street. 

John  Gunning.  229  Cabot  street. 

For  edgestones  in  front  of  estates  as  follows : 

Maria  Finucan,  507  East  Fifth  street. 

Harriet  A.  Richmond,  509  East  Fifth  street. 

August  Jordan,  505  East  Fifth  street. 

For  edgestones  and  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of 
estates  as  follows: 

Catherine  Moore,  651  Third  street. 

Edwin  B.  Horn,  153  Huntington  avenue. 

Reports  accepted.  Orders  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

Reports  recommending  that  permits  be 
granted  upon  the  usual  conditions  for  the  mov- 
ing of  wooden  buildings  as  follows : 

Henry  S.  Angus,  to  move  a  wooden  building 
through  Western  avenue. 

John  Cavanagh  &  Son,  to  move  a  wooden 
building  from  Babcock  street,  Brookline,  to 
Brighton  avenue. 

Reports  accepted,  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

Reports  recommending  that  leave  be  granted 
D.  Frank  Murphy  to  box  and  trim  a  tree  at  18% 
City  square,  Charlestown. 

Accepted,  and  leave  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions. 

Reports  and  orders  granting  permits  on  the 
usual  conditions,  as  follows: 

Mary  A.  Claflin,  to  construct  and  maintain  a 
coal  shnte  at  corner  of  Columbus  avenue  and 
West  Canton  street,  on  the  West  Canton  street 
side. 

L.  M.  Ham,  to  lay  an  iron  pipe  under  and 
across  Lancaster  and  Merrimac  streets  for  the 
purpose  of  transmitting  power  from  5  Lancaster 
to  118  Merrimac  streets. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

AMERICAN   CONDUIT    AND    CONSTRUCTION     COM- 
PANY. 

The  following  was  received : 

Corporation  Counsel's  Office,  ) 
Boston,  June  30, 1887.     ) 
J.  H.  O'Neil,  Esq.,  City  Clerk. 

Sir, — I  return  herewith,  without  approving 
them,  the  agreement  and  bond  of  the  American 
Conduit  &  Construction  Company.  As  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  cannot  authorize  this  com- 
pany to  lay  and  maintain  pipes  and  conduits  in 
the  highways  for  the  purposes  named  in  the  or- 
ders referred  to  in  said  agreement  and  bond,  the 
city  would  be  liable  to  indictment  for  any  ob- 
struction of  the  streets  by  said  company. 
Very  respectfully, 

E.  P.  Nettleton. 

Corporation  Counsel, 
Referred,  on  motion   of   Aid.  Carroll,  to  the 
Committee  on  Bonds. 

permit  for  bat  window. 
Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Inspection  of  Buildings  (Aid.), 
recommending  that  leave  be  granted  Thomas 
Cuddihy  to  project  a  bay  window  from  building 
No.  63  C  street. 

Report  accepted  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

STABLES. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health  (Aid.),  recommending  that 
leave  be  granted  to  occupy  stables  on  the  usual 
conditions  as  follows : 

C.  B.  Wiggin,  proposed  wooden,  one  horse,  4 
Erie  place.  Ward  23. 

Mrs.  S.  M.  McNeil,  building  for  three  horses, 
Bellevue  terrace.  Ward  24. 

Sarah  W.  Porter,  proposed  wooden,  two  horses, 
Elm  Hill  avenue,  "Vvard  21. 

Reports  accepted,  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  upon 
the  petition  of  Jeremiah  H.  Dwyer,  for  old  wood- 
en stable,  rear  37  Washington  street,  Ward  12. 
Accepted. 

improved  sewerage. 

Aid.  Donovan  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  request  of  the  city  engineer, 
transmitted  by  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  asking  for 
an  additional  appropriation  of  $50,000  for  im- 
proved sewerage — Recommending  that  the  re- 
quest be  granted,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance  to  provide  the  means. 

Reports  accepted  and  said  reference  ordered. 

INSPECTION  OF   PRISONS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  first  semi-annual  re- 
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port  (City  Doc.  120)  of  the  inspectors  of  prisons 
and  houses  of  detention  of  Suffolk  county. 
Accepted. 

ORDINANCES. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  order  for  them  to  consider  and  reoort  wThat 
changes  are  necessary  in  Section  2  of  Chapter  25 
of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1885,  respectfully 
report  that  in  their  opinion  no  changes  are 
necessary. 

Accepted.    Sent  clown. 


Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Claims,  to  whom  was  re- 
committed by  the  Common  Council,  their  report 
of  the  claim  of  Bridget  Flaherty,  having  fur- 
ther considered  the  subject,  respectfully  renew 
their  former  recommendation,  that  the  peti- 
tioner have  leave  to  withdraw. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

The  Committee  on  Claims,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Anna  Harold,  for  com- 
pensation for  personal  injuries  received  from  an 
alleged  defect  in  Washington  street,  Roxbury, 
December  1,  1885,  having  considered  the  sub- 
ject, respectfully  recommend  that  the  petitioner 
have  leave  to  withdraw,  as  a  suit  has  been  en- 
tered against  the  city  and  the  case  is  now  pend- 
ing in  court. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

The  Committee  on  Claims,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Horatio  Har- 
ris, for  the  discharge  of  a  mortgage  given  to  the 
city  of  Roxbury  by  said  Harris,  in  the  year  1855, 
having  considered  the  subject,  respectfully  re- 
commend the  passage  of  the  following  order : 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  hereby 
authorized,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  city, 
to  execute,  for  a  nominal  consideration  and  in  a 
manner  satisfactory  to  the  city  solicitor,  a  dis- 
charge of  a  mortgage  given  by  Horatio  Harris  to 
the  city  of  Roxbury,  dated  June  11,  1S55.  and  re- 
corded with  Norfolk  Deeds,  lib.  237,  fol.  39. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

The  Committee  on  Claims,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Catherine  Hickey,  for  re- 
fund of  a  fee  paid  by  her  husband  for  a  liquor 
license  in  1884,  which  became  void  by  reason  of 
his  death  and  which  was  not  issued,  having  con- 
sidered the1  subject,  respectfully  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  city  treasurer  be  hereby 
authorized  to  pay  to  Catherine  Hickey,  execu- 
trix of  William  J.  Hickey,  deceased,  the  sum  of 
$187.50,  being  three  quarters  of  the  fee  paid  to 
the  city  by  said  William  for  a  liquor  license 
which  was  not  issued  and  became  void  by  reason 
of  his  death ;  said  sum  to  be  paid  from  the  in- 
come from  liquor  licenses. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

SEWERS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Sewers: 

Reports  recommending  the  passage  of  pream- 
bles and  orders  for  the  construction  ol  common 
sewers  as  follows: 

In  Alden  street.  Ward  7,  between  Court  and 
Sudbury  streets. 

In  Forest  Hills  street,  between  Green  and 
Robeson  streets,  and  in  Robeson  street,  between 
Forest  Hills  and  Sigourney  streets. 

In  Parker  street,  Ward  4. 

In  Howland  street,  between  Elm  Hill  and 
Humboldt  avenues. 

In  Leyden  street,  Ward  1.  between  Ford  and 
Walley  streets. 

In  Gerard  street,  Ward  20,  between  Kemble 
street  and  Norfolk  avenue. 

In  Caldwell  street,  between  Main  and  Perkins 
streets,  Ward  4. 

Ordered,  That  the  order  passed  June  20, 1887, 
by  this  Board  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Columbia  street  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  re- 
scinded. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  •the  rule. 

Reports  and  orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on 
"Monday,  July  25  inst.,  at  4  P.M.,  on  the  expe- 
diency of  constructing  common  sewers  as  fol- 
lows: 

In  Sawyer  avenue,  Ward  24,  for  a  distance  of 
250  feet. 

In  Gladstone  street,  Ward  1,  between  Waley 
and  Breeds  streets. 


In  Hulbert  street,  Ward  21,  between  Ray  and 
Regent  streets. 

In  N  street,  Ward  14,  between  Third  and 
Broadway. 

In  Fenwick  street.  Ward  21,  between  Circuit 
street  and  a  point  80  feet  from  Circuit  street. 

In  Armadine  street,  Ward  24,  between  Wash- 
ington street  and  Milton  avenue. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed. 

Report  and  order — That  the  sewer  assessment 
levied  against  the  estate  of  Sarah  Sanderson  for 
a  sewer  in  Bennington  street,  East  Boston, 
amounting  to  §34.13  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
abated  on  account  of  inability  to  pay. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Preamble  adjudging  it  to  be  necessary  to  lay  a 
sewer  through  the  land  of  Thomas  E.  Moseley 
and  others,  in  Dorchester,  and  to  take  land  for 
that  purpose  in  Carsen  street,  thence  through 
the  centre  of  a  proposed  new  street,  etc.,  to  the 
northerly  line  of  Crescent  avenue,  and  assigning 
Monday.  July  25,  at  4  P.M.,  for  hearing  any  ob- 
jections thereto. 

Passed. 

Preamble  adjudging  it  to  be  necessary  to  lay  a 
sewer  through  the  land  of  Michael  Cunning- 
ham and  others  in  Dorchester,  and  to  take  land 
for  that  purpose,  and  assigning  Monday,  July 
25,  at  4  P.M.,  for  hearing  any  objections  there- 
to. 

Passed. 

Preamble  adjudging  it  to  be  necessary  to  lay  a 
sewer  through  land  of  Georgianna  Pollard  and 
others  in  Dorchester,  and  to  take  land  for  that 
purpose.and  assigning  Monday.July  25,  at  4  P.M., 
for  hearing  any  objection  thereto. 

P.tssed. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw 
upon  the  petition  of  Lucy  M.  Robinson,  for 
abatement  of  sewer  assessment  against  estate  of 
late  Richard  A.  Robinson  on  Bowdoin  street  and 
Bowdoin  avenue. 

Accepted. 

HOSPITALITIES  TO  THE  EARL  OF  ABERDEEN  AND 
'  WIFE. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an  order— That  His 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  extend  the 
hospitalities  of  the  city  of  Boston  to  the  Earl 
of  Aberdeen  and  wife  during  their  visit  to  this 
city. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  understand  that  the  Earl 
of  Aberdeen  is  going  to  make  a  visit  to  Boston. 
I  suppose  it  is  well  known  to  the  gentlemen  of 
this  Board  that  he  was  the  lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland  under  the  Gladstone  administration  and 
accomplished  more  for  the  benefit  of  the  people 
of  Ireland  than  any  other  man  who  ever  held 
that  office.  His  wife  is  an  accomplished  and 
charitable  woman,  and  is  held  in  high  esteem 
for  her  good  acts.  I  think  that  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, through  its  mayor,  should  at  least  recog- 
nize the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  when  he  comes  here, 
ana  that  is  the  reason  I  offer  that  order. 

The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule.    Sent  down. 

Aid.  Carroll  moved  to  reconsider  the  votes 
on  all  matters  from  the  Finance  Committee; 
lost. 

LAND  DAMAGES. 

Aid.  Sullivan  presented  orders  to  pay,  on  the 
usual  conditions,  for  damages  for  laying  out 
streets  as  follows: 

William,  Marion  and  Henrietta  Faxon,  $142 
for  land  taken  and  all  damages  occasioned  by 
the  widening  of  Washington  street  at  Dor- 
chpster,  between  the  N.  Y.  &  N  E.  R.  R.  and 
Harvard  street,  by  a  resolve  and  order  of  June 
28,  1886. 

Sarah  Bagley,  $150,  for  land  taken  and  all 
damages  occasioned  by  the  extension  of  Ben- 
nington street  as  a  public  street  from  Words- 
worth street  to  Saratoga  street,  and  by  grading 
said  extension  of  ISennington  street  to  the  grade 
established  therefor,  by  a  resolve  and  order  of 
November  8,  1880. 

Severally  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule. 

PAY  OF  SINGLE  TEAMS  IN  PAVING  DEPARTMENT. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  offered  an  order— That  the 
superintendent  of  streets  he  directed  to  pay,  as 
formerly,  at  the  rate  of  $3.50  per  day  lor  all 
single  teams  employed  by  the  Paving  Depart- 
ment. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  ol'  the  rule. 

Adjourned,  at  7.31  P.M.,  on  motion  of  Aid. 
McLaughlin,  and  stood  adjourned  for  two  weeks 


COMMON     COUNCIL 


721 


CITY   OF  BOSTON. 


Special  Meeting  of  the  Common  Council. 


Thursday.  July  21,  1887. 
Special  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  a  1 
P.M.,  President  Barry  in  the  chair  and  a  quorum 
of  members  present. 
The  clerk  read  the  following: 

Executive  Department,  \ 
July  19,  1887.  J 

Joseph   O'Kane,   Esq.,  Clerk   of   the   Common 
Council. 

Sir.— You  are  hereby  requested  to  call  a  spe- 
cial meeting  of  the  Common  Council  for  Thurs- 
day. July  21,  at  1  o'clock  P.M.,  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  action  on  orders  passed  by  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  concerning  the  land  for  the  Rox- 
burv  High  School,  and  such  other  matters  as 
the  Council  may  see  fit  to  consider. 
Yours  truly, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 

FRANKLIN  PARK  BETTERMENT. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order— That  the 
city  collector  receive  from  William  Minot.  Jr.. 
the  balance  of  money  received  by  him  for  the 
purpose  of  repaying  the  betterments  paid  by 
various  persons  for  laying  out  Franklin  Park ; 
said  collector  to  transmit  such  money  to  the 
city  treasurer  for  disbursement  as  ordered.  All 
petitions  to  the  treasurer  for  the  refunding  of 
any  such  betterment  as  has  been  paid  in,  shall 
be  examined  by  the  Committee  on  Claims,  who 
mav  award  a  sum  in  each  case  not  exceeding 
86  per  cent  of  the  amount  paid,  and  on  notice  of 
such  award  the  treasurer  shall  pay  the  amount 
named,  until  the  above-named  capital  sum  is 
expended. 

Mr.  AVhitmore— I  move  to  suspend  the  rules 
in  order  that  the  order  may  lie  passed.  It  comes 
to  us  from  the  Law  Department  and  concerns  a 
small  sum  of  money  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Minot, 
in  accordance  with  an  agreement  already  made 
and  approved  by  the  City  Council.  It  is  to  pay 
back,  on  account  of  betterments  paid  in,  a  cer- 
tain sum  of  money  which  was  paid  to  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Minot  as  trustee  and  stakeholder.  He  has 
settled  most  of  the  claims,  and  this  small  bal- 
ance is  to  be  turned  into  the  treasury  and  the 
treasurer  will  pay  it  out  upon  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  according  to 
the  plan  which  the  City  Council  has  heretofore 
carried  out.  The  Committee  on  Claims  will  see 
that  every  petition  is  properly  considered.  The 
order  does  not  involve  any  new  expenditure, 
but  merely  provides  for  the  final  disbursement 
of  the  small  sum  held  by  Mr.  Minot  as  stake- 
holder. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  passed. 
Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.  Sent 
up. 

CITY  HALL  ELEVATOR. 

Mr.  Fowler  offered  an  order— That  during 
the  recess  of  the  Common  Council  the  superin- 
tendent of  public  buildings  cause  such  repairs 
to  be  made  upon  the  elevator  in  City  Hall  as 
will  tend  to  increase  its  speed ;  the  expense  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  public 
buildings. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Mr. 
Fowler  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

PAPERS  FROM  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Roxbury  High  School. 

2.  Preamble  and  order  approving  and  adopting 
the  selection  and  laying  out  of  certain  parcels  of 
land  belonging  to  Silas  Potter  and  others,  as  a 
suitable  place  for  the  erection  of  a  schoolhouse 
and  necessary  buildings,  and  that  said  parcels  of 
land  shall  be  taken,  held  and  used  for  the  pur- 
pose aforesaid. 

The  preamble  and  order  were  read  twice,  and 
put  upon  their  passage. 

Mr.  Sanger— Before  this  order  is  passed,  I 
would  like  to  make  some  inquiry  from  some 
member,  if  there  is  any  member  here  who 
knows,  as  to  the  price  to  be  paid  for  this  land 
under  the  new  order. 


Mr.  Whitmore— I  should  like  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman if,  when  land  is  taken  in  this  way  by 
the  right  of  eminent  domain,  the  price  is  not 
immaterial?  Because  it  is  a  matter  to  be  set- 
tled by  a  jury,  if  there  is  any  dispute.  I  do  not 
know  what  the  price  is ;  I  do  not  imagine  that 
any  price  has  been  named  different  from  what 
has  been  already  stated.  At  all  events  the  city 
has  the  safest  way  of  buying  land  in  taking  it 
in  this  way,  because  either  party  can  go  to  a 
jury. 

Mr.  Sanger— I  quite  agree  with  what  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12  has  said  in  regard  to  there 
being  some  doubt  as  to  the  price  which  the  city 
will  nave  to  pay  for  the  land.  We  are  all  fa- 
miliar with  just  what  took  place  some  two 
months  ago  over  the  selection  of  this  lot,  and 
we  all  remember  that,  notwithstanding  what 
seemed  to  the  minority  at  that  time  substantial 
and  strong  arguments  why  this  site  should  not 
be  purchased  try  the  city,— for  the  first  reason, 
because  it  was  in  an  improper  locality,  it  being 
near  the  business  part  of  Roxbury ;  and  also  f  or 
the  reason  that  the  price  asked  by  the  owners 
was  high,— and  we  also  remember  that,  not- 
withstanding the  arguments  presented,  a  num- 
ber of  members  of  this  body  were  influenced  by 
the  arguments  which  were  submitted  by  one  of 
the  owners  of  the  land,  who  is  prominent  in  the 
counsels  of  one  of  the  parties  in  the  city,  and 
the  order  was  passed  to  purchase  the  land.  As 
the  matter  comes  up  before  us  now,  the  Iprice  is 
to  be  fixed  bv  the  city,  and  if  that  price  is  not 
satisfactory  to  the  owners,  they  have,  under  the 
law.  a  right  to  appeal  to  a  jury  who  will  fix  the 
price  to  be  paid  for  the  land.  If  that  is  to  be  the 
case,  I  rest  content  so  far  as  that  is  concerned, 
because  from  the  trial  of  cases  before  the  courts 
this  last  winter  we  see  that  juries  are  not  in- 
clined to  award  excessive  damages  for  the  tak- 
ing of  land  by  the  city ;  and  I  feel  satisfied  that 
a  jury  would  not  award  more  than  the  city 
should  pay  for  this  land.  But  I  feel  more  strongly 
than  ever  that  this  is  not  a  suitable  site  for 
the  high  schoolhouse  in  Koxbury,  because  it  is 
near  the  business  part  of  the  city,  as  I  said  be- 
fore, and  stores  are  continually  going  up  toward 
the  lot  which  is  referred  to  in  this  order.  Other 
land  can  be  bought  in  the  vicinity,  and  twenty 
or  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  can  be  saved  to 
the  city  by  purchasing  that  land ;  and  for  one  I 
cannot  see  my  way  clear  to  vote  for  this  order. 

Mr.  Leary— I  was  engaged  when  the  gentle- 
man asked  the  question,  or  I  might  give  him 
some  light  upon  the  matter.  I  do  not  know  that 
I  can  do  so  now,  but  as  I  understand  the  matter 
the  reason  that  we  are  assembled  here  is  that, 
if  we  pass  this  order,  we  simply  take  away 
certain  restrictions  which  the  former  owner 
placed  upon  this  land,  and  those  restrictions,  as 
I  understand,  which  he  put  in  his  deeds,  were 
that  none  but  first-class  dwellings  should  be 
erected  upon  this  site.  Now,  the  city  has  agreed 
to  take  the  land  for  schoolhouse  purposes,  and 
I  believe  the  Law  Department  does  not  consider 
a  schoolhouse  to  be  a  first-class  dwelling.  The 
object  of  taking  the  land  by  the  right  of  eminent 
domain  is  to  remove  these  restrictions.  At  a 
former  session  we  voted  upon  the  question  of 
the  price  of  the  land,  and  we  are  assembled  here 
so  that  by  our  action  those  restrictions  should 
be  wiped  out.    That  is  as  I  understand  it. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  want  to  add  one  word  more 
to  what  the  gentleman  from  Ward  13  has  said. 
I  do  not  pretend  to  be  a  lawyer,  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  11  is  a  lawyer.  I  have  looked 
at  this  order,  and  cannot  find  anything  about 
the  price.  The  gentleman  fromYVard  11  ought  to 
have  known  that  the  question  of  price  was  not 
involved.  This  is  an  order  taking  the  land.  If 
under  the  previous  order  all  the  owners  have 
been  bought  out,  there  is  nothing  more  to  pay. 
If  there  is  anything  more  to  pay,  the  committee 
have  got  to  come  in  and  get  the  consent  of  the 
City  Council  to  spend  it.  But  the  price  having 
been  fixed,  this  order  involves  no  expenditure 
of  money.  It  is  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  13 
has  said  (and  which  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
11,  as  a  lawyer,  ought  to  have  known  all  about) 
merely  an  attempt  to  perfect  the  title.  We  do 
not  vote  any  money  today,  and  the  question  of 
price  ought  not  to  have  been  brought  into  this 
matter. 

Mr.  Leary— One  word  more.  I  received  my 
information  in  regard  to  this  matter  from  the 
Law  Department.  The  Law  Department  found 
this  flaw  in  the  title,  and  they  said,  that  there 
may  be  no  question  about  it  in  the  future,  we 
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should  take  this  land  by  the  right  of  eminent 
domain.  I  supposed  that  we  would  act  upon  it 
today  without  a  word. 

Mr.  F.  Morison— The  situation  of  this  ques- 
tion as  I  understand  it  is  precisely  this :  The 
city  made  a  bargain  to  buy  the  land,  subject  of 
course  to  the  examination  of  title.  If  the  title 
is  not  good,  the  city,  like  any  other  purchaser, 
may  decline  to  take  the  land.  If  it  were  a  ques- 
tion between  private  parties  the  matter  would 
end  there  unless  the  parties  selling  the  land— 
the  then  owners  of  the  land — could  make  out 
before  the  Supreme  Court  that  they  could  ten- 
der a  good  title.  I  understand  that  today  the 
city  cannot  get  by  purchase  a  good  title  to  this 
land.  There  is  in  the  case  of  the  city  further 
authority  which  a  private  individual  does  not 
have:  To  take  the  land  by  the  right  of  eminent 
domain.  The  whole  question  comes  up  again 
whether  or  not  it  is  advisable  for  the  city  to 
exercise  that  power.  Having  opposed  this  thing 
from  the  beginning,  thinking  the  site  entirely 
unsuitable,  I  am  now  opposed  to  the  city  exer- 
cising this  power  of  eminent  domain,  because  if 
the  city  does  not  exercise  the  power  it  will  not 
have  to  purchase  this  land,  which  I  consider  a 
very  undesirable  purchase  both  on  account  of 
the  location  and  of  the  price  to  be  paid  for  the 
land.  The  whole  question  of  price  may  come 
lip  again  if  we  choose  to  take  this  land  under 
the  right  of  eminent  domain.  I  suppose,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  an  agreement  had  been  en- 
tered into  by  which,  when  we  do  go 
through  this  process  of  taking  the  land 
by  the  right  of  eminent  domain,  the  price 
will  be  the  same  as  was  previously  agreed  to ; 
but  that  has  not  been  announced  to  us  and  does 
not  appear  upon  the  papers  or  anywhere  in  this 
order.  I  assume  that  that  will  be  the  case.  I 
therefore  hope  that  those  gentlemen  who  were 
opposed  to  this  order  originally  will  vote 
against  taking  this  land  now. 

Mr.  McNary— I  for  one  who  voted  for  the 
purchase  of  this  land  in  the  first  place  hope  that 
the  order  will  be  passed  and  that  we  shall  again 
vote  to  select  this  site.  I  was  convinced  then 
and  am  now,  despite  the  argument  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  11,  that  the  site  is  a  good 
one.  I  hardly  think  it  is  near  the  business  sec- 
tion of  the  ciry.  Very  little  business  is  carried 
on  in  that  locality.  The  city  will  have  to  pay, 
and  always  does  have  to  pay,  a  little  higher 
price  for  property  than  an  individual  will  pay. 
I  think  the  judgment  of  the  members  of  the 
City  Council  from  that  district  is  a  pretty  good 
indication  of  what  the  people  in  that  district 
think  of  the  matter.  I  think  that  almost  every 
member  from  the  Roxbury  District  thinks  that 
this  is  the  best  site  for  the  Roxbury  High  School- 
house  ;  at  least  I  have  not  found  a  single  mem- 
ber from  Roxbury  who  has  not  said  so  either  to 
me  personally  or  upon  the  floor  of  this  chamber. 
As  this  is  the  proper  way  of  getting  a  good  title 
I  think  we  ought  to  back  up  our  previous  action 
bv  passing  this  order  today. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— The  matter  in  regard  to  the 
location  of  the  Roxbury  High  School  seems  to 
have  been  brought  before  the  Council  very 
clearly  at  the  time  the  order  was  passed.  I 
merely  now  wish  to  state,  because  I  know  some- 
thing of  the  vicinity  out  there,  that  is,  at  least 
as  much  as  those  who  live  at  least  two  miles 
away  from  there,  that  the  location  where  this 
Roxbury  High  School  will  he  is  not  in  the  busi- 
ness part  of  the  old  town  of  Roxbury,  or  rather 
that  part  of  Boston  which  is  called  the  Roxbury 
District.  There  is  no  business  of  any  kind 
transacted  there  unless  it  be  an  apothecary 
store  at  the  corner  of  one  of  the  streets.  I  would 
also  add  that  it  is  not,  and  I  think  those  Who 
live  there  know  well  it  will  never  become,  a 
business  part  of  the  Roxbury  District.  I  do  not 
wish  to  bring  Tin  the  arguments  brought  up  some 
weeks  ago,  and  which  were  ventilated  in  this 
chamber  so  Avell  when  the  order  was  passed; 
but  I  now  wish  to  refer  merely  to  the  order  as  it 
stands  on  the  calendar.  It  is  not  a  question  of 
price.  Therefore,  gentlemen  of  the  Council 
will  not  be  led  astray  by  any  question  of  price. 
The  only  question  is,  shall  we  take  this  land  by 
the  right  of  eminent  domain,  the  only  way  we 
can  get  a  clear  title  to  the  land?  That  is  the 
simple,  clear  question  before  us.  In  regard 
to  the  noise  in  the  street  and  the  business 
purposes  for  which  that  street  will  be 
used,  and  all  that,  I  can  state  that  so  far  as  I 
can  judge,  being  a  resident  of  that  district,  it 
will  never  be  a  business   part  of  the  Roxbury 


District.  The  right  to  take  land  by  eminent  do- 
main you  all  understand  without  any  statement 
from  me.  The  only  question  is,  will  you  now 
take  it?  The  schoolhouse  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  the  children  in  that  district.  That  is  a1 
matter  which  I  hope  the  gentlemen  of  the 
Council  will  remember.  This  is  something 
which  is  absolutely  necessary  to  be  done.  If  we 
do  not  take  this  land  by  the  right  of  eminent 
domain  we  never  can  get  any  land  in  that  vici- 
nity where  a  high  schoolhouse  can  be  built. 
The  new  high  schoolhouse  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary. The  order  on  the  calendar  presents  the 
only  course  which  we  have  left  open  to  us  at 
the  present  time  to  secure  the  best  possible  site 
for  a  new  high  schoolhouse  in  Roxbury.  I 
think  that  those  two  points  will  lead  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  to  vote  to  take  this  land  by 
the  right  of  eminent  domain. 

Mr.  Perkins— While  I  believe  in  furnishing 
our  children  with  good  schoolhouses ;  while  I 
believe  there  is  need  of  another  high  school- 
house  in  Roxbury,  I  still  believe  that  there  has 
been  enough  hearsay  evidence  brought  into  the 
City  Council  to  lead  us  to  know  that  there  is  an 
honest  difference  of  opinion  about  this  land. 
AVehave  certainly  had  testimony  brought  in 
here  from  some  of  the  oldest  and  most  reliable 
citizens  of  Roxbury  and  that  vicinity  protest- 
ing against  this  site  for  the  new  high  school- 
house.  Some  of  the  schoolmasters  and  teachers 
and  some  of  the  School  Committee  have  pro- 
tested against  it.  I  think  myself  that  a  better 
site  can  be  chosen.  If  there  is  to  be  any  further 
wrangle  or  trouble  about  getting  this  land  I 
should  hope  that  the  whole  transaction  will 
fall  through.  I  do  not  know  whether  these  re- 
strictions hold  upon  every  individual  owner  or 
not.  but  I  should  hope  that  the  whole  transac- 
tion might  fall  through  and  a  better  selection 
be  made.  1  believe  the  city  can  save  a  good 
deal  of  money  out  of  it,  secure  a  better  lot, 
and,  in  the  end.  have  a  much  better  location  for 
the  high  schoolhouse. 

Mr.  Fowler— When  the  original  order  came 
up  in  the  first  place  I,  as  is  well  known,  voted 
against  the  location  of  the  Roxbury  High 
Schoolhouse  upon  this  land  in  question.  But 
the  reason  1  did  so,  was  because  the  price  set 
upon  the  land  was,  in  my  humble  judgment,  too 
high.  I  believed  the  land  to  be  worth  §1.25  per 
square  foot  instead  of  SI. 75,  the  price  put  upon 
it  by  the  owner.  As  to  the  location,  I  undertake 
to  say  here,  and  I  do  it  without  fear  of  success- 
ful contradiction,  that  there  is  no  better  loca- 
tion for  a  high  schoolhouse  in  that  portion  of 
the  city  of  Boston  called  the  Roxbury  District, 
than  the  location  in  question.  This  talk  about 
the  noise  from  horsecars  is,  in  my  judgment, 
all  nonsense.  This  talk  about  stores  in  that  lo- 
cality is,  in  my  judgment,  all  nonsense,  because, 
as  has  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
22,  there  is  but  one  store  in  sight  of  this  lot,  and 
that  is  an  apothecary  store  upon  the  corner. 
Now,  sir,  as  I  understand  the  situation,  it  is  this: 
The  city  of  Boston  made  a  contract  to  purchase 
this  land  if  the  title  was  good.  The  city  convey- 
ancers have  examined  the  title  and  state  that  the 
title  is  good  for  all  ordinary  purposes,  but  there  is 
a  condition  upon  the  land  that  nothing  but  first- 
class  dwellings  shall  be  erected  upon  it,  and, 
therefore,  according  to  the  construction  of  the 
Law  Department,  a  schoolhouse  cannot  be  built 
there;  therefore  the  contract  for  the  purchase 
is  entirely  void,  and  therefore  under  a  new  pro- 
ceeding we  are  taking  this  land  by  the  right  of 
eminent  domain.  The  question  of  price  is  to  be 
settled  hereafter.  If  the  proper  officials  of  the 
city  of  Boston  can  arrange  with  the  owners  for 
a  fair  price,  they  can  be  paid :  and  if  not  they 
can  go  to  a  jury,  which  I  hope  will  be  done. 
That  will  meet  my  views  entirely,  because  it 
places  the  question  of  price  where  it  can  be  de- 
cided by  12  disinterested  men,  and  I  believe 
they  will  decide  in  favor  of  $1,25  instead  of  §1.75. 
For  these  reasons  I  shall  vote  for  the  passage  of 
this  order. 

Mr.  Sanger— The  gentleman  from  Ward  23 
states  with  some  assurance  that  this  is  an  excel- 
lent locality  for  the  Roxbury  High  School.  He 
lives  nearer  that  part  of  the  city  than  I  do,  he  is 

Ferhaps  better  acquainted  with  real  estate  than 
am.  But  if  the  gentleman  from  Ward  23 
realizes  that  three-quarters  of  the  pupils  of  this 
high  school  are  girls ;  that  the  boys,  as  is  nat- 
ural, come  down  to  the  city  proper  to  the  larger 
high  school:  if  he  believes  that  this  locality, 
which  is  within  a  stone's  throw  of  stores,  which 
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is  in  a  part  of  Warren  street  which  is  develop- 
ing in  that  way  to  a  very  great  extent  of  late:  if 
he  believes  that  that  is  a  good  locality  for  a  high 
school,  three-quarters  of  the  pupils  of  which 
are  girls,  then  I  beg  leave  to  differ  with  him. 
Further  than  that,  the  School  Committee  have 
never  passed  upon  the  question  of  a  site  for  a 
high  schoolhouse  in  Roxbury.  The  School  Com- 
mittee left  the  matter  to  a  sub-committee  of 
three,  and  that  sub-committee,  acting  with  our 
Committee  on  Schools  and  Schoolhouses.  have 
selected  this  site.  So  strong  a  feeling  exists  in 
the  School  Committee— and  I  say  this  after  con- 
versation with  a  member  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee today— that  this  selection  was  improperly 
made— 1  do  not  mean  improperly  selected,  but 
that  this  is  not  a  proper  site— the  rules  of  the 
committee  were  amended  so  that  the  sub-com- 
mittee will  hereafter  report  to  the  full  commit- 
tee before  final  action.  I  state  this  with  the  as- 
surance that  the  School  Committee  do  not  con- 
sider this  a  proper  site  for  a  high  school  in 
which  a  large  majority  of  the  pupils  are  girls. 

The  preamble  and  order  were  declared  passed. 
Mr.  Sanger  doubted  the  vote,  and  on  his  motion 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.  The  preamble 
and  order  were  passed  in  concurrence ;  yeas  31, 
nays  7 : 

Yeas— Atwood,  Barry,  Bowman,  Chamberlain, 
Connolly,  Desmond,  Dewey,  Dolan,  Fisher,  Foss, 
Fowler,  Haggerty,  Hayes,  Keliher,  Kennedy, 
Lauten,  Leary.  McKenna.  McNary,  J.  Murphy, 
W .  H.  Murphy,  Norton,  Nunan,  E.  J.  Powers. 
Reillv,  Shaw.  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan. 
Sundberg,  Tracy,  Whitmore— 31. 

Nays— Burr,  Clark,  F.  Morison,  Perkins.  San- 
ger. E.  Sullivan,  Thayer— 7. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Blume,  Carroll,  Cars- 
tensen,  Cochran,  Coleman,  Coyle,  Davern, 
Duggan,  Dunn.  Fottler.  Frost,  J.  Gallagher,  P. 
J.  Gallagher,  Gomez.  Harrington,  Kelley,  Ladd, 
Lattimore,  Light.  Mahoney.  McEnaney,  F.  R. 
Morrison,  J.  J.  Murphy.  O'Mealey,  Perry,  C.  C. 
Powers,  Richards,  Short,  Snow,  Teevens,  Tut- 
tle,  Webster,  Whall.  Wilson— 34. 

Mr.  Leary  mo-ved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

QUINCY-STREET  BRIDGE. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  Mr.  Leary  sub- 
mitted a  report  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Bridges,  to  whom  was  referred  by  the  Common 
Council  (June  30)  the  order  in  relation  to  re- 
building the  railroad  bridge  over  Quincy  street 
—Recommending  the  passage  of  the  order  in 
concurrence  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Report  accepted,  and  said  order  passed  in  con- 
currence.   Mr.  Leary  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN— RE- 
SUMED. 

3.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  and  order 
authorizing  the  mayor  to  execute  for  a  nominal 
consideration  a  discharge  of  a  mortgoge  given 
by  Horatio  Harris  to  the  city  of  Roxbury,  dated 
June  11, 1855. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 
Mr.  Fowler  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

i.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  and  order 
to  pay  Catharine  Hickey,  executrix  of  William 
J.  Hickey,  $187. 50,  being  three  quarters  of  a 
liquor  license  fee  which  was  not  issued, 
and  became  void  by  reason  of  the  death  of  said 
William. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Mr.  Hayes 
moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

STONY  BROOK  IMPROVEMENT. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  Mr.  Lauten 
ibmitted  a  report  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
Mance,  to  whom  was  referred  (July  5th)  the  com- 
munication from  the  superintendent  of  sewers, 
•ansmitted  by  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  proposed  new  channel  for  Stony 
brook— That  no  further  action  is  necessary,   as 


an  appropriation  has  been  made  for  the  pur- 
pose. 
Accepted.    Sent  up. 

CAMBRIDGE-STREET  BRIDGE,  ALLSTON, 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  Mr.  Lauten 
submitted  a  report  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, to  whom  was  referred  by  the  Common 
Council  (June  30)  the  order  in  relation  to  build- 
ing a  bridge  over  Cambridge  street,  Allston — 
Recommending  the  passage  of  the  order  in  con- 
currence with  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  for  the 
execution  of  the  agreement  and  the  building  of 
the  bridge  was  read  twice,  under  a  suspension 
of  the  rule  moved  by  Mr.  Lauten,  and  put  upon 
its  passage. 

Mr.  Leary — I  rise  at  this  time  more  for  a  ques- 
tion of  information  than  anything  else.  Since  I 
have  been  a  member  of  the  government  I  have 
heard  of  matters  where  the  city  of  Boston  was 
to  enter  into  agreement,  or  in  which  indentures 
were  to  be  drawn  between  the  city  of  Boston 
and  some  railroad  con-oration  concerning 
bridges.  Now,  I  am  on  the  Committee  on 
Bridges,  and  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  the 
duty  of  this  Council  or  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Bridges  to  consider  these  matters  or  not,  and  I 
would  like  to  have  that  matter  settled,  if  pos- 
sible, in  some  way  or  other.  The  Committee  on 
Bridges  have  to  vote  upon  this  matter,  and  they 
don't  know  anything  about  it  or  anything  about 
the  expense.  I  h>tve  no  question  but  that  the 
work  will  be  carried  on  honestly  by  His  Honor 
the  Mayor,  but  at  the  same  time  I  think  these 
matters  should  go  before  the  Committee  on 
Bridges  to  be  considered. 

Mr.  Lauten— This  matter,  as  I  understand  it, 
is  in  the  hands  of  the  city  engineer,  and  money 
has  been  appropriated  for  this  purpose.  The 
city  pays  §25,000  and  the  Albany  railroad  about 
340,000,  and  this  order  is  simply  to  give  them 
authority  to  go  ahead,  the  money  having  been 
already  appropriated. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence.  Mr. 
Lauten  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN— RE- 
SUMED. 

5.  Report  of  trustees  of  police  charitable  fund. 
Placed  on  file. 

6.  Report  of  Committee  on  Ordinances  that, 
in  their  opinion,  no  changes  are  necessary  in 
Section  2  of  Chapter  25  of  the  Revised  Ordinan- 
ces of  1885. 

Accepted  in  concurrence. 

7.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  leave  to 
withdraw  on  claim  of  Bridget  Flaherty  for  com- 
pensation for  personal  injuries  from  alleged  de- 
fect in  G  street. 

Accepted  in  concurrence. 

8.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  leave  to 
withdraw  on  petition  of  Anna  Harold  for  com- 
pensation for  personal  injuries  from  alleged  de- 
fect in  Washington  street,  Roxbury,  as  the  case 
is  now  pending  in  court. 

Accepted  in  concurrence. 

9.  Order  requesting  the  mayor  to  extend  the 
hospitalities  of  the  city  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen 
and  wife. 

Passed  in  concurrence  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule.    Mr.  Nunan  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

INSPECTION  OF  BUILDINGS. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  Mr.  Atwood 
submitted  a  report  from  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Inspection  of  Buildings,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Joseph  P.  Hamlin,  for 
leave  to  build  a  wooden  addition  to  building  215 
London  street,  Ward  1— Recommending  that 
the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw. 

Accepted.    Sent  up. 

Adjourned  at  1.50  P.M.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  R. 
Sullivan,  and  stood  adjourned  until  the  second 
Thursday  in  September. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Monday,  July  25,  1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
4  P.M.,  Aid.  Allen,  senior  member,  presiding,  in 
the  absence  of  the  chairman. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Haynes  the  reading  of  the 
record  of  last  meeting  was  dispensed  with. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Forty  traverse  Jurors  were  drawn  for  the  Au- 
gust term,  Superior  Criminal  Court. 

HEARINGS    AT    FOUR    O'CLOCK    ON    ORDERS    OF 
NOTICE. 

On  petitions  for  licenses  to  erect  and  use  sta- 
tionary steam  engines,  viz. : 

1.  Isabelle  F.  Ricker,  Arlington  avenue, 
Charlestown. 

2.  C.  F.  Libbie,  Jr.,  11  Hayward  place. 

3.  E.  Barber,  449  Broadway,  South  Boston. 

4.  E.  W.  Murray,  16  Stanhope  street. 

No  objections.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Steam  Engines. 

On  proposed  construction  of  common  sewers, 
viz. : 

5.  In  Hulbert  street,  between  Ray  and  Regent 
streets. 

6.  In  Fenwick  street,  between  Circuit  street 
and  a  point  80  feet  distant. 

7.  In  N  street,  between  Third  street  and 
Broadway.  -      ,., 

8.  In  Armandine  street,  between  Washington 
street  and  Milton  avenue. 

9.  In  Sawyer  avenue,  for  a  distance  of  250 
feet. 

No  objections.    Severally  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Sewers. 
On  proposed  takings  of  land  for  sewers,  viz.: 

10.  On  easterly  side  of  Dorchester  avenue, 
through  land  of  Michael  Cunningham  et  als. 

Alba  Clark  appeared  for  the  Dorchester  Gas- 
light Company,  ana  requested  to  see  the  plan  of 
the  proposed  taking. 

The  subject  was  laid  aside  temporarily  until 
the  plan  could  be  obtained  from  the  Sewer  De- 
partment.after  which  the  hearing  was  resumed. 

Mr.  Clark  said  he  appeared  because  he  under- 
stood from  the  order  of  notice  that  it  was  de- 
signed to  be  a  common  sewer,  but,  as  explained 
by  the  superintendent  of  sewers,  it  is  not  to  be  a 
common  sewer,  but  is  simply  an  overflow  to  pre- 
yent  the  storm  water  f rum  coming  into  the  in- 
tercepting sewer,  and  therefore  the  greater  part 
of  his  objection  had  been  dissipated,  as  he  un- 
derstood that  if  the  landowners  are  damaged, 
they  will  have  an  opportunity  to  put  in  their 
claims  hereafter. 

No  other  parties  desiring  to  be  heard,  the 
whole  matter  was  recommitted  te  the  Commit- 
tee on  Sewers. 

11.  Southeasterly  from  southerly  line  of  Car- 
son street  to  northerly  line  of  Crescent  avenue, 
through  land  of  Thomas  E.  Moseley  et  al. 

Mrs.  Alice  Clement  objected  to  the  taking  of 
her  land  without  paying  for  it.  She  has  a  house 
lot  which  will  le  spoiled  by  the  taking  of  six 
feet  of  it. 

Mr.  Holbrook  objected.  He  did  not  care  to 
have  a  sewer  run  through  his  garden.  He  had 
paid  an  assessment  for  a  sewer  on  Crescent  ave- 
nue, and  does  not  l  eed  this  sewer  for  drainage, 
and  does  not  want  to  pay  for  any  sewer.  He 
paid  about  $300  assessment  for  the  Crescent  ave- 
nue sewer. 

No  other  persons  desiring  to  appear  the  sub- 
ject was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Sewers. 

12.  From  southerly  line  of  Savin  Hill  avenue 
through  Midland  and  Bay  streets  (so-called)  to 
Auckland  street  (so-called)  through  land  of 
Georgianna  Pollard  et  als. 

Aid.  Sullivan— Although  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Sewers,  1  do  not  remember  that 
that  matter  ever  came  before  the  committee. 
I  move  to  assign  this  order  to  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Board. 

Aid.  Lee— It  seems  to  me  that  that  is  rather  a 
vague  statement  for  a  member  of  this  Board 


and  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Sewers  to 
make.  It  certainly  appears  to  me  that  the 
gentleman  was  present  at  the  time  this  order 
of  notice  was  passed ;  but  it  being  private  land, 
the  superintendent  of  sewers  was  directed  to 
put  an  order  of  taking  into  this  Board,  and  the 
superintendent  undoubtedly  has  done  as  he  was 
directed  by  his  committee ;  and  if  that  petition 
had  not  been  before  the  committee,  that  order 
would  not  have  been  presented  to  this  Board. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  believe  I  am  blessed  with  a 
pretty  fair  memory,  and  had  that  matter  come 
before  the  committee  when  I  was  present  I 
should  certainly  have  remembered  it.  It  cer- 
tainly did  not  come  before  the  committee  when 
I  was  there. 

Aid.  Lee— I  trust  the  matter  will  not  be  as- 
signed, simply  for  the  reason  that  this  is  an 
order  of  notice  for  a  hearing  upon  the  expe- 
diency of  the  Board  taking  this  land  for  sewer 
Eurposes,  and  the  order  of  taking  is  not  now 
efore  the  Board.    L  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  lost ;  yeas  1,  nays  8 ; 
Aid.  Sullivan  voting  nay,  and  Aid.  Bromwich, 
Capen  and  Donovan  absent. 

No  one  appearing  to  object,  the  subject  was 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

13.  On  petition  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company  for  location  for  a  single  track  in  Hud- 
son street,  Dorchester,  and  to  change  the  loca- 
tion of  the  single  track  in  Hanover  street, 
between  Commercial  street  and  Chelsea  ferry, 
and  to  construct  an  additional  track  from  the 
terminus  of  their  double  track  on  Hanover 
street  to  Chelsea  ferry. 

No  objections.  Recommitted  to  Committee 
on  Railroads. 

ORDERS   OF  NOTICE  ON   PETITIONS. 

An  order  of  notice  was  passed  for  a  hearing 
on  Monday,  Aug.  8.  1887,  at  4  P.  M.,  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Henry  B.  Stratton  for  leave  to  project 
three  bay  windows  from  three  proposed  build- 
ings on  Shirley  street,  southerly  side,  near  Clif- 
ton street. 

Orders  of  notice  were  passed  for  hearings  on 
Monday,  Aug.  22  next,  at  4  P.  M.  on  the  follow- 
ing petitions : 

Benjamin  Rose,  for  leave  to  erect  and  use  a 
stationary  engine  of  15-horse  power  on  Cedar 
street,  Dorchester. 

W.  0.  Tuttle  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  erect  and  use 
a  stationary  engine  of  one-horse  power,  to  be 
propelled  by  petroleum,  at  168-176  on  Oliver 
street. 

William  Waters,  Jr.,  president  Free  Press 
Newspaper  Co.,  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary 
steam  engine  of  four-horse  power  at  129  London 
street,  Ward  2. 

S.  H.  Cochran,  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary 
steam  engine  of  two-horse  power  at  2  Central 
wharf. 

L.  F.  Babcock,  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary 
steam  engine  of  seven-horse  power  on  Arling- 
ton street,  Brighton. 

Albert  Bowker,  for  estimate  of  damages  by 
taking  of  his  land  in  East  Boston,  taken  by  the 
Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Co. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps— A.  C.  Whitney 
and  others,  that  an  electric  light  be  placed  oh 
each  side  of  North  Ferry. 

Daniel  Donovan  and  others,  for  a  public  lamp 
at  85  Washington  sireet,  Ward  5. 

Henry  Beal,  Jr.,  for  public  lamps  on  Mt.  Ver- 
non street,  West  Roxbury. 

L.  E.  Timson,  Jr.,  and  others,  for  electric  lights 
on  Cambridge  street.  Ward  4. 

James  H.  Hayden,  administrator,  for  public 
lamps  in  Hayden  court. 

John  A.  Kidney,  for  an  additional  lamp  on  Van 
Winkle  street. 

George  C.  Dobson  and  others,  for  an  electric 
light  on  Shawmut  avenue  at  corner  of  Waltham 
or  Hanson  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Servers— Henry  Hum- 
phreys and  others,  for  a  sewer  in  Ceylon  street 
between  Hyde  and  Preble  streets. 

John  J.  Williams  and  others,  that  the  sewer 
in  Warren  street  between  Henley  street  and 
Monument  avenue  be  rebuilt. 

Thomas  Jackson  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in 
Hampshire  street  between  Vernon  and  Culvert 
streets. 

iEtna  Rubber  Mills,  for  abatement  of  sewer 
assessment  on  Cornwall  street. 

Matthew  Mullen,  for  abatement  of  sewer  as- 
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sessment  levied  on  his  estate,  141  Market  street. 
Brighton. 

W.  O.  Tubbs,  that  he  may  have  refunded  to 
him  the  amount  paid  for  his  sewer  assessment. 

Ellen  F.  Dinneen,  for  abatement  of  sewer  as- 
sessment at  9  Ferrin  street. 

Thomas  Flannigan,  heirs  John  Curcio,  for 
abatement  of  sewer  assessment  against  estate  of 
on  Ferrin  street. 

John  Read,  for  a  sewer  in  Hamilton  court, 
Ward  4. 

To  the  Committee  on  Electric  Wires— Fire  Com- 
missioners, for  leave  to  erect  and  maintain  one 
fire  alarm  pole  at  corner  of  West  Seventh  and 
Dorchester  streets. 

Fire  Commissioners,  for  leave  to  erect  fire 
alarm  poles  on  AH ston  street,  Ward  25,  and  on 
O  and  P  streets,  Ward  14. 

Gamewell  Fire  Alarm  Telegraph  Company, 
for  permission  to  locate  and  set  up  police  street 
stations  for  telephone  and  telegraph  signal  ser- 
vice at  certain  specified  locations  in  Police  Di- 
vision No.  4. 

To  the  Committee  on  the  Department  for  the 
Inspection  of  Buildings'— B&$  State  Iron  Com- 
pany, for  leave  to  build  a  wooden  addition  on 
rear  546  East  Fourth  street,  Ward  14. 

John  Brant,  for  leave  to  build  to  his  line  on 
315  Paris  street,  E.  B. 

Boston  Heating  Company,  for  leave  to  con- 
struct the  cellar  of  their  proposed  building  on 
their  wharf  on  Atlantic  avenue  below  grade  12. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims — Ellen  Sullivan, 
to  be  compensated  for  personal  injuries  received 
at  111  B  street  June  23,  1SS7,  by  reason  of  an  al- 
leged defect  in  said  street. 

Charles  McDonald,  for  compensation  for  over- 
flow of  sewer  on  Border  street,  corner  Eutaw 
street,  E.  B. 

John  Kenney,  for  compensation  for  damages 
by  sewer  and  street  filling. 

C.  A.  Whitmore  &  Co.,  to  be  paid  for  two  lawn 
mowers  furnished  to  the  Department  of  Com- 
mon, etc.,  in  1883. 

TotheClofmmitteeon  Fire  Department— 'Wal- 
worth Manufacturing  Company,  for  renewal  oi 
their  license  to  keep  for  sale  gasoline  at  10  Oli- 
ver street. 

N.  G.  Finney,  for  a  license  to  store  and  keep 
for  sale  oils  or  fluids  composed  wholly  or  in  part 
of  the  products  of  petroleum.  (10  gallons  ben- 
zine), in  basement  of  103  Cambridge  Street. 

'/■/  the  Committee  on  Survey  una  Inspectiofi  of 
Buildings — Joseph  O.  Billiard,  for  leave  to  build 
a  wooden  addition  on  Western  avenue,  near 
Charles  river.  Ward  25. 

John  S.  Weeks  for  leave  to  build  an  exten- 
sion on  Weeks  wharf,  rear  of  202  Border  street, 
Ward  2. 

'in  tin  Committee  on  Common,  etc.— Charles 
F.  Scbwaar  and  others',  that  the  Common  in 
Maverick  square  be  kept  open  for  public  use  and 
put  in  proper  condition. 

To  the  Committee  oh  Steam  Engines,  etc,.— 
Thomas  J.  Lyon,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a 
steam  boiler  of  35-horse  power  for  heating  pur- 
poses at  46  and  is  Chaimcy  street. 

To  tin'  Committee  mi  faneuil  Sail— Grand 
Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  Ancient  Order  United 
Workmen,  for  t lie  -use  of  Faneuil  Hall  Thurs- 
day evening,  Oct.  27,  to  celebrate  the  anniver- 
sary of  the  order. 

'In  i/ir  Jimirit  of  sirrri  Commissioners— John 
Benson  and  others,  that  Milton  street,  Ward  J, 
be  laid  out  as  a  public  street. 

To  the  Gbmmitteebn  Police (Ald.'hr John  Sund- 
sl  in  p,  for  a  license  to  sell  flowers  from  a  basket 
on  Trem'otit  street. 

Timothy  Sullivan,  for  leave  to  project  a  small 
(lag  from  No.  loo  Water  street  for  two  months. 

Tn  tin-  Committee  on  Paving— John  B.  Mul- 
vey  and  others,  for  e'd'gi  stones  and  sidewalks  on 
south  side  of  Heath  street,  frpm  Bickford  street 
tip  Heath  avenue.  Ward  22. 

Mrs.  Johanna  Janse  and  others,  for  compensa- 
tion for  grade  damages  to  the  estate  on  Russell 
court. 

Michael  Freeman,  Jr.,  for  compensation  for 
damages  to  his  estates  624  and  626  Shawinut  ave- 
nue, by  the  alteration  of  said  street. 

Robert  Codrhan  and  others,  that  Exchange 
place  may  he  paved  with  Trinidad  asphalt, 

It.  II.  Stearns,  for  leave  to  excavate  a  portion 
Of  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  12  to  16  Temple 
place. 

Annie  Doherty,  for  leave  to  construct  a  coal 
hole  in  the  sidewalk  at  72  West  Dcdhani    street. 

r.oylston  Market  Association,  for  leave  to  ex- 


cavate the  sidewalks  on  Washington  and  Bovls- 
ton  streets  in  front  of  their  estate. 

John  J.  Ahern,  to  move  a  wooden  building 
from  Forest  street,  Ward  20,  to  Redding  street, 
Ward  20. 

William  H.  Emery  and  others,  for  edgestones 
on  Field  street.  Ward  22. 

John  Kaney  and  others,  for  edgestones  on  the 
easterly  side,  of  Boston  street,  between  Wash- 
burn and  Dorset  streets. 

For  edgestones  as  follows: 

A.  H.  Glover,  4  Elm  street,  Dorchester. 

James  W.  Mclndoe,  Bowdoin  avenue. 

Helen  A.  Brown,  19  North  Beacon  street. 

William  F.  Yvhitcomb,  273  Columbia  street, 
Dorchester. 

For  brick  sidewalks  as  follows : 

John  Levinger,  15,  17,  19  Everett  street,  East 
Boston. 

Joshua  Henderson,  682,  684,  686  West  Seventh 
street. 

George  H.  Curtis,  85  Howard  avenue. 

Martha  A.  Deering,  20  and  22  Cherry  street. 

George  Wheatland,  Jr.,  West  Chester  Park. 

George  Wheatland,  Jr.,  north  side  Marlboro 
street. 

Henry  L.  Willis,  SO  Ruggles  street. 

Thomas  J.  Hanlon,  87  Howard  avenue. 

James  Collins  and  others,  834  to  842  inclusive, 
Broadway. 

Laban  Pratt,  Walnut  street,  corner  Franklin, 
Ward  24. 

Mary  R.  Ripley,  S3  Howard  avenue. 

Timothy  Moynihan,  152  Chelsea  street,  East 
Boston. 

Charles  Young,  177  Everett  street,  East  Boston. 

Edgestones  and  brick  sidewalks: 

Catherine  Moynihan,  201  Paris  street. 

Jeremiah  Murphy,  1S5  Paris  street. 

Samuel  Stubbs,  northeast  corner  Sterling  and 
Warwick  streets. 

Sarah  E/Force,  Folsom  street. 

Thomas  W.  Silloway,  19  North  Beacon  street. 

Henry  Gabel,  Jr.,  trustee,  1,  3,  5  Rand  street. 

Caroline  L.  Creeber,  7  Rand  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Railroads— Cambridge 
Railroad  Company,  that  leave  be  granted  to  op- 
erate its  cars  by  electricity, 

To  the  <  'umiiiiltee  on.  Licenses— A.  W.  Cook. 
for  license,  for  wrestling  exhibition  at  Windsor 
Theatre,  Aug.  3,  1887. 

William  J.  Mahoney,  for  license  for  athletic 
and  variety  entertainment  at  Boston  Theatre, 
Aug.  8.  1887. 

To  the  Committer  on  Health  (Ald.rr Mary €. 
Rowe,  for  permission  to  occupy  a  proposed 
wooden  stable  for  two  horses  in  rear  of  Waum- 
beck  street,  near  Warren  street. 

Morris  Murphy  and  others,  for  abatement  of 
nuisance  caused  by  treatment  of  sick  dogs  at 
Harvard  Veterinary  Hospital,  corner  Village 
and  Lucas  streets. 

Remonstrance  of  Thomas  Allicot  and  others 
against,  allowing  John  Halligan  to  occupy  a 
stable  on  Fairview  street.  Ward  23. 

Remonstrance  of  T.  M  Sullivan  against  pro- 
posed occupation  bv  J.  A.  Sanborn  of  a  stable  at 
132  Meilford  street,  Ward  3. 

Thomas  Rayrier,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  proposed 
wooden  building  for  two  horses,  on  Sixth  street. 
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Harvard  College,  tor  leave  to  occupy  a  pro- 
posed wooden  building  for  one  cow  and  one 
horse,  near  Laurel  street,  Ward  24. 

Paving  Department,  city  of  Boston,  for  leave 
to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden  building  for  20 
horses,  on  Chestnut-hill  avenue,  Ward  25. 

George  E.  Farmer,  lor  leave  to  occupy  a  pro- 
posed wooden  building  for  five  horses,  on  41 
South  Eden  street,  Ward  4. 

G.  F.  Hanion.  for  leave  to  occupy  a  proposed 
wooden  building  for  one  horse,  on  Pope  street, 
Ward  1. 

Henry  C.  Curtis,  for  have  to  occupy  a  pro- 
posed wooden  building  for  five  horses,  on  ('raw- 
lord  street,  rear  corner  Humboldt  avenue, 
Ward  21. 

Thomas  H  Lynch,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old 
wooden  building  for  four  horses,  on  Kemhle 
street,  in  I  he  rear.  Ward  20. 

John  Lambert,  lor  leave  to  occupy  a  proposed 
wooden  building  for  two  horses,  on  rear 305  Ben- 
ninglon  Street,  Ward  I. 

T.  W.  Howe,  Cor  leave  to  occupy  an  old  wooden 
building  for  eight  horses,  on  4  Kemhle  Street, 
Ward  20. 

William  R.  Clark,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  pro- 
posed wooden   building   for    10  cows    and    (wo 
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horses,  on  Hamilton  avenue,  comer  of  Bowdom 
street,  Ward  24. 

Frank  B.  Cordingly.  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
proposed  wooden  building  for  two  horses,  on 
Hyde  Park  avenue.  Ward  23; 

George  Curtis,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  proposed 
wooden  building  for  four  horses,  on  Dorr  street, 
Ward  21. 

THE  ROSLINDALE  DISASTER. 

Aid.  Maguire  presented  a  petition  from  the 
Boston  &  Providence.  Railroad  Company  to  close 
South  street,  West  Roxbury,  during  the  rebuild- 
ing of  Bussey  bridge;  and  in  connection  there- 
with offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  South  street,  Ward  23,  be  closed 
to  public  travel  where  said  street  is  crossed  by 
the  tracks  of  the  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad 
Corporation,  during  such  reasonable  time  as  may 
be  necessary  for  the  rebuilding  of  its  bridge 
over  said  street. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

NORTH  BEACON  STREET  BRIDGE. 

Aid.  Lee  presented  a  petition  from  the  Boston 
&  Albany  Railroad  Company  for  leave  to  place 
false  works  within  the  limits  of  North  Beacon 
street,  to  make  needed  repairs  on  their  bridge ; 
and  in  connection  therewith  offered  the  follow- 
ing: 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  the  Bos- 
ton &  Albany  Railroad  Company  to  place  false 
works  within  the  limits  of  North  Beacon  street, 
Brighton,  in  order  to  make  some  needed  repairs 
to  its  bridge  over  said  street,  the  said  false  works 
to  be  built  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  superin- 
tendent of  streets,  and  to  remain  in  said  street 
until  Sept.  5,  1887. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

ELECTRICITY  ON  CAMBRIDGE  RAILROAD. 

Aid.  Lee  presented  a  petition  from  the  Cam- 
bridge Railroad  Company  for  leave  to  operate 
their  cars  by  electricity,  and  in  connection 
therewith  asked  leave  to  offer  an  order  (which 
he  sent  to  the  Chair)  and  that  the  rule  might  be. 
suspended. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  move  the  reference  of  that 
petition  to  the  Committee  on  Railroads. 

Ald.LEE— I  trust  the  alderman  will  waive  that 
right.  The  Cambridge  railroad  are  now  experi- 
menting and  running  cars  by  electricity  in  a 
very  small  portion  of  the  city,  or  rather  from 
Harvard  square  to  Barry's  Corner.  The  presi- 
dent of  the  road  sent  the  order  here  with  the 
request  that  it  might  be  passed  and  they  be 
allowed  to  operate  their  cars  by  electricity,  as 
authorized  by  the  Legislature  last  year. 

Aid.  Carroll  requested  that  the  order  be 
read. 

The  Chairman— In  connection  with  the  peti- 
tion Aid.  Lee  offers  anorder: 

Ordered,  That  the  Cambridge  Railroad  Com- 
pany, in  addition  to  the  rights  now  possessed  by 
it,  may  establish  and  maintain  the  electric  sys- 
tem of  motive  power  in  propelling  its  cars  with- 
in the  limits  of  the  city  of  Boston ;  provided, 
however,  that  no  opening  shall  be  made  in  any 
street,  nor  any  pole  oe  erected  therein  for  such 
purpose,  without  special  authority  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  still  insist  that  the  matter  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Railroads.  That 
is  a  sweeping  request.  If  it  was  confined  to  cer- 
tain streets  I  would  be  willing  to  submit.  But 
when  they  ask  for  leave  to  go  through  the  en- 
tire city  of  Boston,  I  believe,  as  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Railroads,  that,  it  should  be  re- 
ferred to  that  committee. 

Aid.  Lee — I  have  had  no  consultation  with  the 
president  of  the  road.  The  gentleman  says  this 
is  a  sweeping  request.  The  law  passed  this  year 
gives  all  the  street  railway  companies  of  Boston 
the  right- 
Aid.  Carrall— If  we  say  so. 

Aid.  Lee — But  they  must  come  in  here  and 
get  permission.  Now,  as  the  alderman  raises 
such  factious  opposition,  and  as  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  is  in  Europe,  I  move  to  amend 
that  order  so  that  it  will  read,  "on  North  Har- 
vard street  to  the  Cambridge  line."  I  believe 
that  is  where  they  are  operating  it  now,  and 
that  is  all  that  is  desired. 

Aid.  Carroll — If  any  railroad  company  is 
operating  its  cars  in  the  streets  of  Boston  by 
any  electric  system  it  is  doing  so  without  power. 
I  am  a  member  of  the  Railroad  Committee  and 
the  gentleman  is  also  a  member  of  that  Com- 


mittee. I  cannot  see  how  the  reference  will  in 
any  manner  interfere  with  their  request.  But, 
sir,  to  come  in  here  and  pass  such  an  order  as 
they  request,  which  gives  them  power  to  go 
through  the  whole  city,  I  say  that  if  the  gentle- 
man has  placed  the  order  right,  and  knows 
what  they  wanted,  he  knows  that  is  what  it 
will  give  them.  If  he  knows  just  the  streets 
they  want  to  run  their  cars  in,  he  should  desig- 
nate those  streets ;  and  until  that  is  done  I  pro- 
pose to  have  the  Committee  on  Railroads  see 
that  we  get  what  belongs  to  us.  I  do  not  see 
how  it  will  be  any  injury  to  have  it  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Railroads,  and  I  hope  the 
Board  will  agree  to  refer  it  to  them. 

Aid.  Lee— Upon  the  motion  to  refer  I  call  for 
the  yeas  and  nays,  so  that  I  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  amend  that  order  so  as  to  let  them  run 
in  that  part  of  the  city  where  they  desire  to  run. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  carried ;  yeas  5,  nays 
4: 

Yeas— Aid.  Carroll,  Maguire,  McLaughlin,  C. 
W.  Smith.  Sullivan— 5. 

Nays— Aid.  Allen,  Haynes,  Lee,  N.  G.  Smith— 
4. 

Absent— Aid.  Bromwich,  Capen,  Donovan— 3. 

Aid.  Carroll  moved  to  reconsider  the  last 
vote,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail;  lost.  [See 
later  in  the  proceedings.] 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON    COUNCIL. 

14.  Report  of  Committee  on  Department  for 
Inspection  of  Buildings,  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  Joseph  P.  Hamlin  for  leave  to  build 
a  wooden  addition  to  building  215  London  street. 
East  Boston. 

Recommitted  to  Committee  on  Inspection  of 
Buildings,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan. 

15.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  "no 
further  action  necessary,  as  an  appropriation 
has  been  made  for  the  purpose."  on  communi- 
cation from  superintendent  of  sewers  in  relation 
to  proposed  new  channel  for  Stony  brook. 

Accepted  in  concurrence. 

16.  Order  that  during  the  recess  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  the  superintendent  of  public  build- 
ings cause  such  repairs  to  be  made  on  the  ele- 
vator in  City  Hall  as  will  tend  to  increase  its 
speed. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Lee,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

17.  Order  tnat  the  city  collector  receive  from 
William  Minot,  Jr.,  the  balance  of  money  re- 
ceived by  him  for  the  purpose  of  repaying  the 
betterments  paid  by  various  persons  for  laying 
out  Franklin  Park ;  said  collector  to  transmit 
such  money  to  the  city  treasurer  for  disburse- 
ment ,  as  ordered.  All  petitions  to  the  treasurer 
for  the  refunding  of  any  such  betterments  as 
have  been  paid  m  shall  be  examined  by  the 
Committee  on  Claims,  who  may  award  a  sum 
in  each  case  not  exceeding  86  per  cent  of  the 
amount  paid,  and,  on  notice  of  such  award,  the 
treasurer  shall  pay  the  amount  named  until  the 
above-named  capital  sum  is  expended. 

Passed  in  concurrence. 

CITY    HOSPITAL. 

Twenty-third  annual  report  of  trustees  of  City 
Hospital  (City  Doc.  97).    Sent  down. 

RAILROAD  POLICE. 

Notices  were  received  of  the  appointment  of 
certain  railroad  police,  officers  by  the  town  of 
Hyde  Park  for  the  Boston  &  Providence  and  the 
New  York  &  New  England  Railroad  Companies, 
and  by  the  city  of  Springfield  for  the  Boston  & 
Albany  Railroad  Company,    Placed  on  file. 

SEWER  ASSESSMENTS. 

Aid.  Lee  presented  reports  from  the  superin- 
tendent of  sewers  giving  the  cost  of  construct- 
ing common  sewers  as  follows : 

North  Margin  street,  between  Lafayette  ave- 
nue and  Endicott  street,  §354.34. 

Merrimac  street,  .§145.29. 

Holborn  street  and  priva  e  land,  together  with 
the  proportional  part  of  cost  of  main  outlet, 
82574.52. 

Dartmouth  street,  between  Appleton  and 
Lawrence  streets,  $520.73. 

Referred  on  motion  of  Aid.  Lee  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Sewers. 

CLERK  HIRE  IN  THE  COURTS. 

Aid.  Carroll  presented  requisitions  from  the 
clerks  of  courts  for  amount  of  clerk  hire  for 
July,  1887,  viz.: 
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Superior  Civil  Court,  1474.14. 
Superior  Criminal  Court,  $330. 
Approved  and  ordered  paid. 

DEPUTY   COLLECTORS. 

Aid.  Carroll  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  request  of  the  city  collector  for  an 
additional  appropriation  for  salaries  for  the  ad- 
ditional deputy  collectors,  having  considered 
the  subject,  respectfully  recommend  the  pass- 
age of  the  following  order : 

Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  be  authorized 
to  transfer  the  sum  of  S4600  from  the  reserved 
fund  to  the  appropriation  for  the  city  collector's 
department.  , 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule;  yeas 9,  nay  1,  Aid.  Lee  vo- 
ting nay.  (Absent,  Aid.  Bromwich,  Capen.) 
Sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  recommending  that  li- 
censes be  granted  as  follows: 

Sundry  newsboys,  bootblacks  and  peddlers. 

William  J.  Mahoney,  to  hold  an  athletic  and 
variety  entertainment  at  the  Boston  Theatre, 
Aug.  8,  1887. 

A.  W.  Cook,  to  hold  a  wrestling  exhibition  at 
Windsor  Theatre,  Aug.  3,  1887. 

Reports  severally  accepted  and  licenses  grant- 
ed oh  the  usual  conditions. 

Aid.  Carroll  moved  to  reconsider  the  second 
item ;  lost. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  moved  to  reconsider  the 
third  item ;  lost. 

STABLE. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health  (Aid.),  as  follows: 

Reports  recommending  that  leave  be  granted, 
on  the  usual  conditions,  as  follows: 

Joseph  Harr  s,  to  occupy  an  old  wooden  build- 
ing for  six  additional  horses,  No.  8  Hunneman 
street,  Ward  20. 

William  Doogue,  superintendent,  to  occupy  a 
proposed  new  wooden  building  for  four  horses 
on  Northampton  street,  between  Harrison 
avenue  and  Albany  street.  Ward  20. 

Reports  accepted  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

Report,  recommending  that  the  petitioner 
have  leave  to  withdraw,  by  his  own  request, 
upon  the  petition  of  F.  J.  Ward,  for  leave  to  oc- 
cupy an  old  wooden  building  for  four  horses 
rear  12  Gurney  street,  Ward  22. 

Report  accepted. 

sewers. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  sewers: 

Report  and  order— That  the  sewer  assessments 
levied  against  the  estate  of  Maria  H.  Davis  for 
a  sewer  in  Rockveiw  street,  amounting  respect- 
ively to  $101. G8,  and  $101.68  be,  and  the  same  are, 
hereby  abated,  and  ordered  that  the  sum  of 
$25.46  be  reassessed  to  said  Maria  H.  Davis,  in  ac- 
cordance with  an  agreement  with  the  city  of 
Boston  and  the  said  Maria  H.  Davis,  executed 
by  the  former  superintendent  of  sewers  in  con- 
sideration of  damage  sustained  by  the  construc- 
tion of  said  sewer. 

Report  and  order— That  the  assessment  levied 
against  the  estate  of  Catherine  Fitzpatrick  for  a 
sewer  in  Ferrin  street,  Ward  3,  amounting  to 
$24.36  be,  and  the  same  is,  hereby  abated  on  ac- 
eountof  inability  to  pay. 

Report  upon  the  petition  of  B.  F.  Allen,  Jr., 
for  abatement  of  sewer  assessment  on  his  estate 
on  Wintbrop  street,  Cbarlestown,  recommend- 
ing that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw. 
Accepted. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  John  Morgan  and 
John  Nason  for  abatement  of  sewer  assessment, 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  following 
order  and  that  John  Nason  have  leave  to  with- 
draw : 

Ordered,  That  the  sewer  assessment  levied 
against  the  estate  of  John  Morgan,  amounting 
to  $17.05.  for  a  sewer  in  Ferrin  street,  Charles- 
town,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  abated  on  ac- 
count of  inability  to  pay. 

Reports  severally  accepted,  orders  passed  un- 
der a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Reports  and  orders  for  the  construction  of 
common  sewers  as  follow;. : 

In  Caledonia  street,  between  West  Chester 
Park  and  Falmouth  street. 


In  St.  Paul  street,  between  Caledonia  and  Fal 
mouth  streets. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

Reports  and  orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on 
Monday,  Aug.  8,  1SS7,  at  4  P.M.,  on  the  expedi- 
ency of  constructing  common  sewers  as  fol- 
lows: 

In  North  street,  between  Merchants'  row  and 
B.endalJ  lane,  Ward  7. 

In  Day  street,  between  Minden  and  Heath 
streets,  Ward  22. 

In  Granite  street,  Ward  13. 

In  Falcon  street,  between  Putnam  and  Glen- 
don  streets. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  parsed. 

Resolve  and  order,  taking,  for  sewer  purposes, 
land  of  the  Dorchester  Gas  Light  Company  and 
Michael  Cunningham,  10  feet  wide,  easterly 
from  Dorchester  avenue,  at  Glover's  corner, 
Dorchester,  according  to  plan  dated  July  12, 1887. 

Passed. 

Resolve  and  order,  taking,  for  sewer  purposes, 
land  of  Ceorgianna  Pollard  and  others,  in  and 
through  Midland  and  Bay  streets,  so  called,  in 
Dorchester,  according  to  plan  dated  July  23,  1887. 

Passed. 

Preamble  and  order  of  notice  for  hearing,  on 
Monday,  August  8,  at  4  P.M.,  on  the  expediency 
of  taking,  for  sewer  purposes,  land  of  Thomas 
E.  Moseley  and  others  and  Sarah  M.  Howe,  in 
Dorthester. 

Passed. 

CLAIMS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  oh  Claims,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Frank  Jones  &  Son  to  be 
paid  the  sum  of  $25,000  for  extra  expenses  in- 
curred on  account  of  their  contract  for  the 
mason  work  of  the  primary  schoolhouse  on 
Harrison  avenue,  having  considered  the  subject, 
respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing order: 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  amount 
drawn  by  the  city  architect  to  pay  Frank  Jones 
&  Son  in  settlement  of  their  contract  for  mason 
work  on  the  primary  school  house,  Harrison 
avenue,  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  them  the 
further  sum  of  $500,  in  full  settlement  for  extra 
work  and  expense  incurred  on  account  of  said 
contract;  in  consideration  of  said  Frank  Jones 
&  Son  giving  to  the  city  a  release,  satisfactory 
to  the  city  solicitor,  of  all  claims  iu  anyway 
arising  from  their  said  contract  as  aforesaid. 

Report  accepted,  order  referred,  on  motion  of 
Aid.  Lee,  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Aid.  Donovan  in  the  chair. 

PAVING  PEPOKTS  AND  ORDERS, 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Report  recommending  that  a  permit  be  granted 
upon  the  usual  conditions  to  William  R.  Cav- 
anagh,  to  move  a  wooden  building  from  How- 
ard street,  corner  Girard  street,  Ward  20,  to 
Howard  street  near  Magazine  street,  Ward  20. 
Report  accepted  and  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

Reports  recommending  the  passage  of  orders 
for  the  construction  of  brick  sidewalks  in  front 
of  estates  as  follows: 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Murphy,  22,  24  and  26  Brooks 
street,  and  corner  Chelsea  and  Brooks  street. 

James  Stevenson,  on  Eliot,  Pleasant  and 
Church  streets,  and  Columbus  avenue. 

Silas  W.  Men-ill,  206  and  208  Newbury  street. 

R.  A.  Sanford,  5 and  7  Savin  street. 

Albert  H.  Eayrs,  Green  street,  northeast  cor- 
ner Rockview  street. 

Nathan  Chase,  407  and  460  Dudley  street. 

J.  H.  T.  Adams,  12.  14  and  16  Cherry  street. 

Ellen  Harvey,  79  Chelsea  street. 

George  R.  Fowler,  6  and  8  Tuber  street. 

Anna  Davis,  20  Sargent  street. 

C.  L.  Barton,  489  and  491  Dudley  street. 

Ellen  Mi  Hunneman,  7 Perrin street,  Roxbury. 

Matilda  F.  Home,  9  Savin  street. 

Ellen  Harvey,  141  Havre  street. 

William  Waters,  Jr.,  Brooks  street,  corner  of 
Wight  street. 

David  O'Leary,  194  Havre  street. 

Mary  A.  Pierce,  485  and  487  Dudley  street. 

And  for  edgestones  and  brick  sidewalks  as 
follows: 

John  O'Neil,  161  Paris  street. 

C.  F.  Young.  64  West  Eagle  street. 

Benjamin  F.  Wooloy,  294  to  302,  inclusive, 
Paris  street. 
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Thomas  R.  Wight,  287,  289,  291  and  293  West 
Chester  Park. 

Arthur  H.  Newman,  easterly  corner  North 
Beacon  and  Everett  streets. 

Albert  H.  Earys,  Green  street,  corner  of  Rock- 
view  street. 

Lyman  Locke,  H.  Sixth  and  Fifth  streets. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order — That  leave  be  granted  to 
the  Neverslip  Horseshoe  Company  to  place  a 
watering  trough  for  horses  on  the  southerly  side 
of  State  street,  front  of  No.  241.  to  be  located 
under  the  direction  and  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  superintendent  of  streets. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order  for  a  license,  to  be  granted 
on  the  usual  conditions,  to  the  Boston  Cordage 
Company,  to  lay  an  iron  pipe  from  M  street, 
under  and  through  Seventh  street,  to  their  fac- 
tory for  the  purpose  of  supplying  same  with 
water ;  also  to  construct  the  necessary  manhole 
therefor. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order — That  the  superintendent 
of  streets  be  authorized  to  repave  the  sidewalk 
with  brick,  front  of  the  St.  Patrick  Educational 
Society's  estate,  corner  Forest  street  and  Jit. 
Pleasant  avenue,  one-half  the  cost  of  same  to 
be  assessed  on  owners  of  said  estate. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order-  That  the  superintendent 
of  streets  be  authorized  to  grade  Mayo  street, 
and  put  same  in  condition  for  public  trave  ,  also 
to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  on  said  street, 
one-half  the  cost  of  furnishing  and  setting  said 
edgestones  to  be  assessed  on  owners  of  abutting 
estates. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order— That  the  superintendent 
of  streets  be  authorized  to  furnish  and  set 
edgestones  on  Custer  street,  Jamaica  Plain, 
in  front  of  eslates  of  Joseph  Cleve,  James  P. 
Broidrick.  Catherine  A.  Ryan,  Bridget  T.  Ryan 
and  Louis  Duplain,  one-half  the  cost  of  same  to 
be  assessed  on  the  parties  above  mentioned. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

BAY  WINDOWS. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Inspection  of  Buildings  (Aid.),  re- 
commending that  leave  be  granted  as  follows : 

Edwin  B.  Home,  to  project  bay  windows  from 
building  No.  268  and  270  West  Newton  street. 

Martin  J.  Mclntire,  for  leave  to  project  a  drug- 
gist's mortar  from  building  1461  Washington 
street. 

Reports  accepted,  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

Report  recommending  that  the  petitioner 
have  leave  to  withdraw  upon  the  petition  of 
A.  J.  Bamfard  for  leave  to  project  a  bay  window 
from  building  109  to  113  West  Newton  street. 
Accepted. 

STEAM  ENGINES. 

Aid.  Haynes  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines,  recommending 
that  leave  be  granted  as  follows : 

Nichols  &  Bellamy,  to  use  a  steam  boiler  for 
heating  purposes  in  store  655  and  657  Washing- 
ton street,  opposite  Beach  street. 

W.  J.  Windran,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
boiler  of  50-horse  power  at  Neponset  avenue, 
corner  Bourne  street,  Ward  23. 

Reports  accepted,  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

Report  upon  the  petition  of  Edwin  Barber  for 
a  license  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  steam 
engine  of  two-horse  powe"-  at  473  Broadway, 
South  Boston,  recommending  that  no  further 
action  is  necessary,  as  the  petitioner  has  made 
a  new  petition  at  another  location.    Accepted. 

SARATOGA  STREET  AND  SHAY'S  HILL. 

Aid.  Sullivan  called  up  the  special  assign- 
ment, viz. : 

18.  Order  establishing  the  revised  grade  of 
Saratoga  street,  between  Butler  and  Riverside 
avenues. 

The  order  was  declared  passed. 

Aid.  Lee— I  move  to  reconsider  that  vote.  It 
seems  to  me  the  two  orders  ought  to  go 
together. 


The  reconsideration  was  declared  carried. 
Aid.  Carroll  doubted  the  vote  and  called  for  the 
jTeas  and  nays,  and  the  reconsideration  pre- 
vailed ;  yeas  S,  nays  2,  Aid.  Carroll  and  Sullivan 
voting  nay.    Absent,  Aid.  Bromwich,  Capen. 

The  question  then  came  on  the  passage  of  the 
order. 

Aid.  Lee— I  would  like  to  inquire  if  that  is  in 
connection  with  what  is  known  as  Shay's 
Hill? 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  cannot  give  the 
alderman  the  information. 

Aid.  Sullivan — I  would  inform  the  alderman 
that  it  is  known  as  Shay's  Hill. 

Aid.  Lee— Then  I  move  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  order. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  hope  that  motion  will  not 
prevail.  While  I  ani  not  in  favor  of  paying  the 
damages  recommended  by  the  Committee  on 
Paving,  the  .?2000  named  in  order  No.  20,  I  cer- 
tainly think  the  grading  of  tlif.t  street  is  a  pub- 
lic necessity.  And,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  should  move 
to  amend  No.  20  by  making  the  amount  §1500. 

The  Chairman — The  question  is  upon  the  in- 
definite postponement  of  the  order. 

Aid.  Sullivan— Then  I  hope  the  motion  to 
indefinitely  postpone  will  not  prevail,  and  on 
that  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  was  car- 
ried ;  yeas  6,  nays  4: 

Yeas— Aid.  Allen,  Haynes.  Lee,  McLaughlin, 
N.  G.  Smith,  C.  W.  Smith— 6. 

Nays— Aid.  Carroll.  Donovan,  Magu;re,  Sulli- 
van—4. 

Aid.  Lee  called  up  No.  19  and  moved  to  in- 
definitely postpone,  viz: 

19.  Order  authorizing  the  superintendent  of 
streets  to  grade  Saratoga  street  (Shay's  Hill)  to 
conform  to  the  revised  grade. 

Aid.  Carroll  and  Sullivan  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  and  the  motion  was  carried,  yeas 
6,  nays  4,  the  aldermen  voting  the  same  as  be- 
fore. 

Aid.  Sullivan  called  up  No.  20  and  moved  to 
indefinitely  postpone,  viz: 

20.  Order  to  pay  Daniel  Bohannan  $2000  grade 
damages  to  his  estate  on  Saratoga  street. 

Aid.  Allen  and  Sullivan  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  the  motion  was  carried,  yeas  9, 
nays  0.  (Absent— Aid.  Bromwich,  Capen,  Ma- 
guire.) 

Aid.  Lee  moved  to  reconsider  Nos.  19  and  20; 
lost. 

UNEXPENDED   BALANCES. 

Aid.  Carroll  offered  an  order— That  the  city 
auditor  be  requested  to  report  to  the  City 
Council  whether  there  are  any  appropriations 
or  balances  of  appropriations,  unexpended,  that 
will  not  be  required  for  the  purposes  for  which 
they  were  made,  and  that  can  be  transferred  to 
the  reserved  fund. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

ADDITIONAL  PAVING  ORDERS. 

Aid.  Maguire  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish'  the  revis- 
ed grade  of  Parker  street  between  Boylston  and 
Baldwin  streets,  as  shown  on  a  plan  and  profile 
made  by  Thomas  W.  Davis,  city  surveyor,  dated 
May  9,  1887,  and  deposited  m  the  office  of  said 
surveyor. 

Ordered,  That  the  order  passed  June  13,  18S7, 
directing  the  superintendent  of  streets  to  pave 
Bennett  street  with  asphalt  be  revoked,  except 
for  a  portion  of  the  street  200  feet  in  length. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
be  authorized  to  repave  Bennett  street,  ex- 
cepting a  portion  200  feet  in  length,  with  gran- 
ite blocks. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
be  authorized  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones 
in  front  of  estates  152,  154  and  156  Heath  street, 
Ward  22,  one-half  the  cost  of  same  to  be  as- 
sessed on  the  owners  of  said  estates. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
be  authorized  to  put  Georgia  street  in  order  for 
public  travel,  between  Blue  Hill  avenue  and 
Montana  street,  and  to  furnish  and  set  edge- 
stones and  pave  the  gutters  of  said  street;  one- 
half  of  the  cost  of  furnishing  and  setting  said 
edgestones  to  be  assessed  on  the  owners  of  abut- 
ting estates. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  revised 
grade  of  Boylston  street,  between  West  Chester 
Park  and  Parker  street,  as  shown  on  a  plan  and 

Srofile  made  by  Thomas  W.  Davis,  city  surveyor, 
ated  May  9,  18S7,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of 
the  said  city  surveyor. 
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Ordered,  That  one-half  the  cost  of  furnishing 
and  setting  edgestones  on  Third  street,  between 
I  and  K  streets,  be  assessed  on  the  owners  of 
abutting  estates, 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
be  authorized  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  on 
Simmons  street,  one-half  the  cost  of  same  to  be 
assessed  on  the  owners  of  abutting  estates. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
be  authorized  to  macadamize  Lenox  street,  be- 
tween Trernont  street  and  Shawmut  avenue. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
be  authorized  to  repave  Brattle  square  with 
granite  blocks. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  §600  be  paid  to 
Samuel  Lombard,  in  consideration  of  his  giving 
a  release  satisfactory  to  the  city  solicitor  for  all 
claims  for  grade  damages  which  maybe  occa- 
sioned by  the  revised  grade  of  Boylston  street, 
between  West  Chester  Park  and  Parker  street. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $2200  be  paid  Fred- 
erick Kendall,  in  consideration  of  his  giving  a 
release  satisfactory  to  the  city  solicitor  for  all 
claims  for  grade  damages  which  may  be  occa- 
sioned by  the  revised  grade  of  Boylston  street, 
between  West  Chester  Park  and  Parker  street. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  S1600  be  paid  George 
Fallen,  in  consideration  of  his  giving  a  release 
satisfactory  to  the  city  solicitor  for  all  claims 
for  grade  damages  which  may  be  occasioned  by 
the  revised  grade  of  Boylston  street,  between 
West  Chester  Park  and  Parker  street. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  S600  be  paid  Samuel 
Little,  in  consideration  of  his  giving  a  release 
satisfactory  to  the  city  solicitor  for  all  claims 
for  grade  damages  which  may  be  occasioned  by 
the  revised  grade  of  Boylston  street,  between 
West  Chester  Park  and  Parker  street. 

Aid.  Maguire  moved  to  suspend  the  rule,  so 
that  the  orders  might  take  their  second  reading. 

Aid.  Sullivan— Have  those  orders  been  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Paving? 

Aid.  Maguire— They  have. 

Aid.  Sullivan— Did  a  majority  of  that  com- 
mittee act  upon  them? 

Aid.  M aguire— They  were  acted  upon  by  the 
whole  committee. 

Aid.  Carroll— There  is  an  order  in  reference 
to  Bennett  street,  which  is  in  the  district  which 
I  represent.  It  strikes  me  that  200  feet  is  a  con- 
siderable distance  on  that  street,  which  cannot. 
in  my  judgment,  be  over  500  feet  long.  I  under- 
stand that  the  superintendent  desires  to  pave 
both  ends  witli  granite  and  the  balance  witli 
asphalt.  While  the  Board  may  understand 
what  Bennett  street  is,  yet  I  don't  think  it  out 
ol  order  to  state  that  we  have  on  Bennett  street 
what  is  known  as  the  Boston  Dispensary- 
Aid.  Allen— An  apothecary  shop. 

Aid.  Carroll— Whether  it  is  an  apothecary 
shop  or  not,  judging  from  an  article  in  the 
paper  tin'  other  day  it  is  a  pretty  extensive 
shop,   and    they   do   more   dispensing   of   drugs 

than  any  other  store  in  the  city.  But  in  addi- 
tion to  the  dispensary,  there  is  Father  Roche's 
Home,  a  charitable  institution,  also  a  Nurses' 
Home,  for  the  education  of  nurses,  and  alsoan- 
other  institution  which  I  have  not  been  able  to 
find  out  about.  Now,  whether  200  feet  will 
cover  the  whole  street  I  don't  know,  If  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  will  say  that  200 
feet  will  not  interfere  witli  what  they  desire  to 
nut  down  in  asphalt,  so  as  to  prevent  the  noise, 
1  will  cheerfully  vote  for  the  order. 

Aid.  Maguire— Mr.  Morton  was  up  there  and 
consulted  the  parties,  and  the  order  put  in  here 
is  approved  by  them.  He  says  it  will  be  satis- 
factory  to  the  peoph the  street. 

Aid.  Carroll— All  that  I  desire  is  this:  As  I 
said  before,  while  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen, I  don't  care  what  district  it  is,  or  what 
or  who  it  represents,  when  1  can.  by  my  vote, 
place  asphalt  in  front  of  churches,  schools  or 
hospitals— in  such  locations  as  Bennett  street 
represents—  I.  will  cheerfully  vote  for  it.  But  I 
desire  to  vote  intelligently  on  this  order,  and  do 
\\  bat  I  intend  to  .in  by  my  vote,  namely,  place 
asphalt  in  front  of  Father  Roach's  Home,  the 
dispensary  and  the  Nurses'  Home.  If  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  tells  me.  that  is 
u  bat  I  do  in  voting  for  this  order  I  shall  cheer- 
fully vote  for  it. 

Aid.  Maguire— It  is. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  the  several  or- 
ders were  passed. 

SCHUYLER    STREET. 

Aid.  Maguire  offered  an  order— That  the  su- 


perintendent of  streets  be  requested  to  repave 
the  gutter  on  the  south  side  »f  Schuyler  street, 
between  Maple  street  and  Blue-hill  avenue,  with 
granite  blocks,  the  expense  attending  the  same 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  paving. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 
bridge  appropriation. 

Aid.  Lee  moved  to  rescind  the  vote  of  the  last 
meeting  directing  to  be  returned  to  the  Com- 
mon Council  the  order  regarding  a  transfer  to 
the  appropriation  for  bridges,  as  the  clerk  of 
the  Common  Council  will  make  the  necessary 
alteration  in  the  endorsement. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  would  like  to  know  a  little 
more  about  that  order. 

The  Chairman— The  order  was  originally 
passed  by  this  Board  and  sent  for  concurrent 
action  to  the  Common  Council  who  referred  it 
to  a  committee.  The  committee  reported  it 
back  and  the  Council  passed  the  order  and 
through  a  mistake  of  the  clerk  the  order  was 
sent  to  this  Board  for  concurrent  action,  after 
it  had  once  been  passed  here,  and  by  vote  of  this 
Board  the  order  was  returned  to  the  Common 
Council  on  account  of  the  mistake  of  the  clerk. 

The  motion  to  rescind  prevailed. 
drainage  for  eaneuil-haxl  market. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  an  order— That  the  superin- 
tendent of  public  buildings  be  authorized  to 
construct  a  system  of  drainage  for  the  Faneuil- 
hall  Market  . 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

MASSACHUSETTS    AVENUE. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  an  order— That  the  super- 
intendent of  streets  be  authorized  to  expend 
the  balance  of  the  appropriation  for  land  dam- 
ages on  Massachusetts  avenue  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  roadway. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

BRIGHTON  TREES. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  an  order— That  the  superin- 
tendent of  Common  be  requested  to  trim  the 
trees  in  Line) on  street,  Brighton ;  also  a  tree  on 
Cambridge  street,  in  front  of  the  block  owned 
by  John  W.  Mollis,  and  to  remove  a  dead  tree  in 
front  of  the  Boston  &  Albauy  Railroad  station. 

Aid.  Carroll  moved  to  refer  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Common. 

Aid.  Lee— I  trust  the  reference  will  not  pre- 
vail, and  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  lost:  yeas  4,  nays  5: 

Yeas— Aid.  Carroll,  McLaughlin,  C.  W.  Smith, 
Sullivan — 1. 

Nays— Aid.  Allen.  Donovan,  Haynes,  Lee,  N. 
(I.  Smith— 5. 

Absent— Aid.  Bromwich,  Capen,  Maguire. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  suspending  the 
rule.  Aid.  Carroll  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  motion  was  lost  for  want  of  two  thirds; 
yeas  5,  nays  4,  the  aldermen  voting  relatively 
the  same  as  before. 

The  order  went  over. 

LAND  DAMAGES. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offeree)  orders  to  pay,  on  the 
usual  conditions,  for  land  taken  and  all  dam- 
ages occasioned  by  laying  out  streets,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Albert  (1.  and  Frank  W.  Morse,  trustees  under 
the  will  of  Albert  Morse,  $822  for  land  taken  in 
the  name  of  Albert  Morse,  widening  of  Wash- 
ington street,  Dorchester,  by  resolve  and  Order 
of  May  11,  1887. 

Maria  M.,  wife  ot  Jacob  Ourish,  $200,  widening 
of  Washington  street.  Dorchester,  by  resolve 
and  order  of  June  28,  1880,  and  the  sloping  and 
maintenance  of  the  tilling  of  said  street  on  her 
adjoining  land. 

Orders  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

EAST  BOSTON   TREES. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an  order— That  the  su- 
perintendent of  Common  be  requested  to  have 
the  trees  in  front  of  the  Sisters'  School  on  Ever- 
ett street,  Fast  Boston,  properly  trimmed. 

Aid.  Lee— I  move  the  reference  of  that  order 
to  t  he  ( 'ommit  Ice  on  ( 'ommou  and  Squares. 

Aid.  Sullivan— The  superintendent  of  lamps 
has  recently  put  an  electric  light  right  in  front 
of  that  institution.  There  is  a  tree  which  so 
covers  the  lamp  that  it  is  of  no  use,  and  1  got  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Toland  asking  me  to  put  in  such 
an  order  as  that.  1  hope  the  order  will  he  put 
upon  its  passage. 

Aid.  Lee— I  certainly  would  have  no  objection 
to  the  passage  of  that-  order,  and   1  should  not 
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have  moved  Its  reference  to  the  Committee  on 
Common  and  Squares,  had  not  the  gentleman 
himself  a  moment  ago  voted  to  ref  era  similar  or- 
der. The  order  which  I  offered  was  to  remove  a 
dead  tree  which  stands  on  the  puhlic  highway, 
and  which  is  dangerous  to  pedestrians  passing 
by,  and  it  is  in  a  place  where  thousands  of  people 
pass  every  day  to  take  the  train  at  the  Allston 
station,  on  the  Albany  railroad.  It  was  also  to 
remove  a  tree  which  is  in  front  of  an  estate,  and 
which  bears  down  upon  the  windows  of  that 
estate  and  also  upon  the  roof,  and  the  owner  of 
the  estate  is  unable  to  have  it  trimmed,  unless 
a  proper  order  is  put  in.  Now  it  seems  to  me, 
Mr.  Chairman,  that  if  the  people  of  the  Brighton 
district  cannot  have  a  dead  and  dangerous  tree 
removed,  it  certainly  should  not  be  permitted 
that  the  people  of  East  Boston  should  have  pri- 
ority of  right,  and  that  the  privilege  should  not 
be  granted  to  the  people  of  East  Boston  in  pref- 
erence to  any  other  district. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  must  say  I  am  taken  a  little 
aback  by  the  eloquent  and  elegant  remarks 
that  have  been  made  by  the  gentleman  who  has 
just  taken  his  seat.  The  members  of  this  Board 
must  remember  that  the  gentleman  himself,  by 
his  vote,  has  decided  that  if  the  people  of  Brigh- 
ton did  not  have  priority  of  right  the  people  of 
no  other  section  o£  Boston  shall  have  nor  can 
have  it.  Here  is  the  state  of  the  facts:  The 
gentleman  from  East  Boston  states  to  you  that 
the  superintendent  of  lamps  himself,  without 
any  wish  of  the  gentleman,  requests  him  to  pre- 
sent an  order  of  this  kind.  The  gentleman 
from  Brighton  has  moved  to  refer  the  order  to 
the  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares.  I  am 
in  a  position  to  vote  either  one  way  or  the  other 
on  that  question.  But  when  the  gentleman 
stands  up  and  says  that  Brighton  shall  have 
the  preference,  and  that  East  Boston  shall  not 
have  it.  and  makes  a  motion  to  send  the  order 
were  the  gentleman  himself  not  two  minutes 
ago  voted  not  to  send  another  similar  order, 
it  seems  to  me  he  shows  the  most  re- 
markable case  of  inconsistency  that  has 
been  exhibited  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
this  year,  I  believe  in  sending  all  these 
things  to  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Squares.  Over  in  South  Boston  we  have  a  lot  of 
dead  trees  with  branches  interfering  with  the 
people's  light  and  air  and  life.  I  believe  that 
all  these  matters  should  he  sent  to  the  commit- 
tee, and  I  ask  the  committee  to  go  over  to  South 
Boston  and  see  how  and  where  these  dead  and 
dangerous  trees  do  damage  to  the  property  and 
endanger  the  lives  of  the  people  of  South  Bos- 
ton. And  if  they  should  see  these  trees  I  believe 
they  would  see  to  it  and  make  a  recommenda- 
tion to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  so  that  we  might 
instruct  the  superintendent  of  Common  to  trim 
or  remove  these  dead  and  dangerous  trees.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  gentleman  who  has  just 
taken  his  seat  virtually  says  it  depends  upon 
whose  ox  is  gored — "If  I  cannot  have  my  way, 
I'm  d— d  if  you  can  have  yours."  That  is  about 
the  position  he  occupies. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  have  received  a  letter  today 
from  the  superintendent  of  lamps  and  I  will 
read  it. 

The  alderman  read  the  letter,  which  requested 
him  to  offer  an  order  to  trim  the  tree  in  ques- 
tion because  it  shaded  the  lamp. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  have  offered  that  order  at 
the  request  of  the  superintendent  of  lamps,  and 
not  because  it  is  any  hobby  of  mine  at  all ;  and  I 
hope  it  will  be  put  upon  its  passage.  I  call  for 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  lost :  yeas  3,  nays  6 : 

Yeas— Aid.  Donovan.  Lee,  McLaughlin— 3. 

Nays— Aid.  Allen,  Carroll,  Haynes,  N.  G. 
Smith,  C.  W-  Smith,  Sullivan— 6. 

Absent— Aid.  Bromwich,  Capen,  Maguire— 3. 

The  question  then  came  upon  suspending  the 
rule,  and  Aid.  Lee  called  for  the  veas  and  nays. 
The  motion  was  lost ;  yeas  4,  nays  5: 

Yeas— Aid.  Carroll,  Donovan,  C.  W.  Smith, 
Sullivan — 4. 

Nays— Aid-.  Allen,  Haynes,  Lee,  McLaughlin, 
N.  G.  Smith— 5. 

The  order  went  over  under  the  rule. 

ELECTRIC  MOTOR  ON  CAMBRIDGE  RAILROAD. 

Aid.  Lee— I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote 
whereby  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Kail- 
roads  the  petition  of  the  Cambridge  railroad  for 
leave  to  use  electric  motive  power  in  the  city, 
and  the  order  presented  in  connection  with  the 
petition.  It  that  is  done  I  will  amend  the  order 
and  ask  to  have  it  pass. 


The  Chairman— The  clerk  informs  me  that  a 
motion  was  made  to  reconsider  the  reference  at 
that  time  and  it  was  lost.  That  being  the  fact, 
the  Chair  would  have  to  rule  the  motion  to  re- 
consider out  of  order. 
Aid.  Carroll — I  made  that  motion  myself. 
Aid.  Lee— Then  I  move  to  rescind  that  vote, 
and  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  Chairman— The  question  is  upon  rescind- 
ing the  reference  of  the  petition  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Railroads. 

Aid.  Carroll — I  suppose  the  members  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  will  recognize  the  fact  that 
since  the  passage  of  that  vote  one  member  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  has  gone  home:  and  yet 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  stands  up 
here  and  asks  to  rescind  a  vote  in  his  absence, 
and  gives  the  members  of  this  Board  no  reason 
why  we  should  make  the  sudden  departure  and 
the  unprecedented  action  that  his  motion  would 
carry  with  it.  For  two  years,  since  I  have  been 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  it  is  the 
first  time  I  have  seen  any  member  of  tbe  Board 
have— and  I  would  call  it  by  its  most  humble 
name— the  audacity  to  make  such  a  motion.  I 
have  heard  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
stand  up  here  and  say  it  was  neces-ary  to  recon- 
sider a  motion,  but  the  vote  had  been  passed, 
and  they  would  not  take  advantage  of  anything 
of  that  kind.  But  here  we  find  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  assuming  in  the  absence  of 
a  man  who  has  been  here  and  voted  to  make  a 
motion  to  rescind  a  motion  that  would  carry 
with  it  an  entire  change  of  attitude  if  he  had 
the  majority  with  him.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  an 
unprecedented  motion.  While  I  agree  with  the 
gentleman  in  what  he  desires  to  do,  yet  I  think 
the  gentleman,  as  a  member  or  the  Committee 
on  Railroads,  should  give  us  directly  his  reasons 
why  he  asks  to  have  such  a  motion  passed.  It 
seems  to  me  it  is  one  of  the  most  peculiar  mo- 
tions I  have  heard  since  I  have  been  here,  for  a 
member  of  this  Board  of  Aldermen  to  make 
such  a  motion  and  yet  give  to  the  members  of 
this  Board  no  reason  why  such  a  motion  should 
be  passed.  For  one,  I  hope  that  no  such  motion 
will  prevail. 

Ala.  Lee— In  tbe  present  age,  Mr.  Chairman, 
we  find  many  audacious  things  done,  and  men 
of  temerity  are  sometimes  led  to  have  the  au- 
dacity to  make  a  motion  that  will  be  for  the 
public  good.  Mr.  Chairman,  when  I  asked  to 
have  that  motion  reconsidered,  I  did  state  that 
I  desired  to  have  the  order  amended  so  that  it 
would  relieve  the  gentleman  on  my  right,  or 
any  other  member  of  this  Board  from  believing 
that  I  desired  to  give  to  any  railroad  corpora- 
tion or  company  m  the  city  of  Boston  the  right 
to  go  over  any  or  all  of  our  streets.  When  that 
order  was  presented  early  in  the  session,  I  did 
ask  to  amend  it  so  that  it  might  include  600 
feet  of  a  street  that  is  very  little  travelled,  and 
under  the  act,  as  I  understand  it,  these  gentle- 
men have  been  experimenting  with  electric 
motors- 
Aid.  Carroll— And  without  any  right- 
Aid.  Lee— And  without  any  right.  Now  they 
come  in  here,  finding  that  they  have  been  vio- 
lating the  law,  and  wanting  to  have  the  experi- 
ments, and  ask  this  Board  to  give  them  that 
right,  that  they  may  proceed  legally  and  right- 
fully in  these  experiments.  Therefore  I  desire, 
Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  vote  may  be  rescinded 
and  that  the  words  "North  Harvard  street,  from 
Western  avenue  to  the  Cambridge  line,  may 
be  put  into  the  order,  so  that  it  may  include  that 
one  street  and  no  other. 

Aid.  Carroll— If  I  had  the  eloquence  of  De- 
mosthenes, I  could  not  present  to  this  Board 
any  argument  that  would  require  the  members 
to  vote  against  granting  the  request  of  this 
member  any  stronger  and  more  urgent  than  that 
which  the  gentleman  has  presented.  He  has 
presented  in  a  more  eloquent  manner  than  I  can 
the  reasons  why  the  reconsideration  should  not 
take  place.  If  railroad  monopolies  are  so  im- 
portant and  large  and  gigantic  in  our  city  that 
they,  can,  and  as  every  member  of  this  Board  of 
Aldermen  knows  that  they  know  their  rights, 
every  inch  of  them,  Mr.  Chairman— they  do  not 
move,  they  do  not  go  one  foot  without  knowing 
whether  they  do  it  under  the  law  or  otherwise 
— if  they  are  so  large  that  they  can  afford  to 
slap  the  law  in  the  face,  and  then  go  and  do 
this  thing,  and  after  they  have  done 
it  for  weeks  and  months,  thev  can 
have  somebody  come  here  and  offer  an 
order  for  us  to  give  them  permission  to 
do  that    which  they    have  been  doing  tor  the 
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last  three  weeks,  then  it  is  about  time  for 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  stop  and  adjourn,  be- 
cause we  have  no  more  rights,  the  railroad  mo- 
nopolies of  the  city  own  us,  do  as  they  please, 
and  it  is  none  of  our  business.  Now  it  is  best 
for  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  decide  right  here, 
whether  the  railroad  monopolies,  whether  of 
Cambridge  or  otherwise,  have  the  right  or 
whether  we  have.  By  our  votes  we  here  decide 
it  today.  I  say  if  they  have  violated  the  law 
and  have  not  done  what  they  ought  to  do,  the 
matter  lies  where  it  should  go  before  the  Rail- 
road Committee,  and  let  them  report  to  this 
Board  whether  it  is  right  or  not.  What  are  we 
organized  for?  What  is  your  Railroad  Commit- 
tee for?  It  is  to  consider  just  such  matters  and 
say  whether  they  should  do  it.  I  appeal  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  and  lay  the  case  frankly 
before  them.  As  this  is  placed  originally  today, 
no  matter  what  the  alderman  from  the  eleventh 
district  may  say  now,  but  as  he  presented  the  or- 
der here  he  gave  the  Cambridge  railroad  the  right 
to  do  as  they  please  in  the  streets  of  the  entire 
city.  H  he  has  a  new  order  or  has  obtained  new 
information  within  half  an  hour,  all  right.  But 
when  the  order  came  in  here  I  asked  the  chair  - 
man  to  read  it,  and  it  was  to  run  through  the 
entire  district  and  place  electric  power  upon  all 
the  streets — no  exception  was  made  and  no 
opportunity  was  given  for  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  or  the  committee  to  sav  what 
should  be  done,  and  not  because  the  plan  was 
better  than  anything  else ;  but  it  is  sprung  in 
hero  now  as  a  trap  to  get  our  votes.  Now  some- 
body asked  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Rail- 
roads, and  the  motion  is  made  to  grant  this  per- 
mit upon  a  street  where  it  has  been  running  for 
three  weeks  already,  and  the  gentleman  from 
the  eleventh  district  knows  it.  If  the  Committee 
on  Railroads  amount  to  anything,  I  believe  in 
protecting  that  committee  the  same  as  any  other 
committee,  and  if  the  members  of  the  committee 
do  not  desire  to  protect  it,  I  will  act  for  the  com- 
mittee. As  the  gentleman  from  the  eleventh 
district  is  a  member  of  the  Railroad  Committee 
there  can  be  no  injury  from  the  reference.  If 
they  have  been  doing  what  is  not  according  to 
law  they  should  be  stopped  and  the  fact  placed 
before  the  railroad  corporation  in  this  city  that 
they  must  meet  the  requirements  of  the  law, 
and  one  of  these  requirements  is  that  before 
they  can  do  such  things  they  must  come  before 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  get  the  right  to  do 
them. 

The  motion  to  rescind  was  carried ;  yeas  G, 
nays  3 : 

Yeas— Aid.  Allen,  Donovan,  Haynes,  Lee,  N. 
G.  Smith,  C.  W.  Smith-G. 

Nays— Aid.  Carroll,  McLaughlin,   Sullivan— 3. 

Aid.  Lee— I  desire  to  amend  that  order  by 
placing  in  there— 

The  Chairman— Aid.  Lee  offers  the  following 
order.  [The  chairman  read  (he  order  offered 
early  in  the  session  in  connection  with  the  peti- 
tion of  the  Cambridge  Railroad  Company.] 

Aid.  Lee  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  after 
"within"  the  words,  "on  North  Harvard  street 
from  Western  avenue  to  Cambridge  line,  Ward 

25." 

Aid.  Carroll— Are  they  now  running  on  the 
location  where  you  desire  to  give  them  a  per- 
mit? 

Aid,  Lee— I  was  so  informed  by  the  president 
of  the  company  today,  and  he  comes  here  now 
for  authority  to  do  it  legally. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  ask  whether  they  are  now 
running  and  have  been  running  cars  where 
they  desire  to  get  permission  from  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  to  run? 

Aid.  Lee— I  do  not  know  it  of  my  own  knowl- 
edge. I  don't  know  how  often  the  alderman 
wants  me  to  say  it,  but  I  have  already  said  that 
the  president  of  the  road  told  me  so,  and  that 
they  are  experimenting  upon  this  piece  of  track. 

Aid.  Carroll— And  have  been? 

Aid.  Lee— I  do  not  know  myself;  I  have  not 
been  there,  but  I  have  been  so  informed. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  move  to  refer  the  wholo 
matter  to  the  Committee  on  Railroads. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  declared  lost.  Aid. 
Carroll  dqubted  the  vote,  and  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays.  The  motion  was  lost;  yeas  2,  nays  7, 
Aid.  Carroll  and  Sullivan  voting  yea. 

The  question  then  came  upon  Aid.  Lee's 
amendment. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  move  as  an  amendment  that 
the  Cambridge  Railroad  have  the  right  to  run 
their  cars  by  electricity  on  any  part  of  their 
road  running  into  the  city  of  Boston. 


The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  have  to 
rule  Aid.  Carroll's  amendment  out  of  order,  be- 
cause it  is  practically  the  original  order.  If  the 
original  order  passes  the  road  will  have  all  the 
power  proposed  to  be  given  in  the  amend- 
ment. 

Aid.  Carroll —Without  reconsidering  the 
original  order? 

The  Chairman— No,  sir;  without  rescinding 
the  reference  of  the  petition.  As  I  have  been 
informed — I  was  not  present  at  the  time— a  peti- 
tion was  presented  at  an  earlier  stage  of  these 
proceedings,  and  an  order  was  sent  up  with  it; 
but  before  the  order  was  reached  the  petition 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Railroads. 
The  order  has  but  just  now  come  before  the 
Board  for  the  first  time— so  I  have  been  informed 
by  the  clerk — and  we  are  now  acting  upon  it  for 
the  first  time,  it  having  been  previously  read 
for  information  only.  We  have  rescinded  the 
vote  by  which  the  petition  was  referred,  and  the 
order  is  now  before  the  Board. 

Aid.  Carroll— Now  does  the  Chair  claim  that 
I  cannot  amend  an  amendment  so  as  to  include 
every  track  that  the  Cambridge  railroad  is  run- 
ning on  in  the  city  of  Boston? 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  have  to  rule 
it  out  of  order,  because  that  is  practically  the 
original  order.  The  amendment  of  the  alder- 
man is  practically  the  original  order. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  claim  the  right  to  amend 
that  order,  and  in  order  that  I  may  have  an  op- 
portunity to  exercise  that  right  I  move  that  it 
be  assigned. 

By  request  of  the  chairman  Aid.  Carroll  re- 
duced his  amendment  to  writing  and  offered  it 
as  a  substitute  in  the  following  form: 

Ordered,  That  the  Cambridge  railroad  in  ad- 
dition to  the  rights  now  possessed  by  it  ma?  es- 
tablish and  maintain  the  electric  system  of  mo- 
tive power  in  propelling  its  cars  within  the 
limits  of  the  city  of  Boston  with  the  exception 
of  that  part  of  their  track  that  enters  into  or 
over  on  Cambridge  street. 

Aid.  Allen— Does  that  mean  Cambridge 
street,  Boston,  or  Cambridge  street,  Cam- 
bridge? 

Aid.  Carroll— Cambridge  street,  Boston. 

Aid.  Lee — I  would  like  to  ask  if  that  includes 
Cambridge  street,  Ward  25? 

Aid.  Carroll  took  the  order  and  amended  it 
by  adding  the  words  "in  city  proper." 

The  substitute  was  read  and  Aid,  Carroll 
moved  to  suspend  the  rule  so  that  the  order 
might  take  its  second  reading  at  this  meeting. 

Aid.  Lee  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  the 
motion  to  suspend  the  rule  was  lost;  yeas  3, 
nays  G: 

Yeas— Aid.  Carroll,  McLaughlin,  N.  G.  Smith 
—3. 

Navs— Aid.  Allen,  Donovan,  Haynes,  Lee,  C. 
W.  Smith,  Sullivan— G. 

Aid.  Lee— I  now  move  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  that  order. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  would  like  to  know  what 
order?  1  rise  to  a  question  of  information.  I 
would  like  to  have  the  Chair  inform  me  what, 
order  the  gentleman  desires  to  indefinitely 
postpone?  If  I  understand  aright,  the  order 
offered  by  me  is  not  before  the  Board. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  was  wrong  in 
stating  the  position  of  the  order  as  offered  by 
Aid.  Carroll,  and  no  objections  being  made,  the 
vote  just  taken  will  he  reconsidered. 

The  reconsideration  prevailed,  and  the  qurx 
ti'ori  was  taken  on  1  he  motion  to  substitute  Aid. 
Carroll's  order  lor  that  of  Aid.  Lee,  and  it  was 
lost,  yeas  2,  nays  7,  Aid.  Carroll  and  Sullivan 
voting  yea. 

The  question  then  eamo  on  the  motion  to  re- 
fer to  the  Committee  on  Railroads. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  do  not  know,  by  the  vote 
that  has  been  cast  here  this  evening,  whether 
it  will  make  much  difference  to  this  Hoard  what 
1  might  say  on  this  matter.  But  I  propose, 
while  a  member  of  this  Board,  and  a  member  of 
acommitt.ee,  to  defend  my  righls.as  a  member 
of  that  committee  and  also  :is  a  member  of  this 
Hoard.  I  am  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Railroads,  and  when  a  gentleman  on  that  com- 
mittee, conies  in  here  and  nuts  in  such  an  un- 
precedented order  as  thai  without,  being  willing 
to  refer  it,  to  the  Committee  on  Railroad.*,  where 
he  and  his  associate  may  consider  the  merits  of 
the  thing,  it  seems  to  me  there  is  Some  reason 
why  1,  as  a  member  of  that,  committee,  should 
object,  ft,  may  be  saiil  that  he  has  got,  the  votes. 
We  will  admit  it.  I  have  a  vote,  and  shall  vote 
to  have  it  go  to  the  Corhinittee  on  Railroad. 
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Possibly  there  is  no  other  one  who  will  so  vote, 
and  there  may  be  more;  but  I  stand  here  to 
protect  the  rights  of  a  committee,  whether 
it  is  the  Committee  on  Railroads  or  any 
other  committee;  and  I  ask  the  members 
of  the  Board  to  seriously  consider  whether 
it  is  proper,  on  account  of  the  absence  of 
one  member  of  the  committee,  to  entirely 
ignore  the  existence  of  the  committee,  and 
thereby  deprive  another  member  of  that  com- 
mittee of  the  right  to  consider  the  merits  of  this 
case,  simply  because  one  member  of  this  Board, 
who  is  also  a  member  of  that  committee, wants  it? 
I  say,  is  it  fair  for  a  gentleman  to  do  that  simp- 
ly because  he  has  six  votes  with  him,  when  by 
so  doing  he  deprives  a  member  of  his  rights  as 
a  member  of  a  committee?  The  gentleman  may 
answer  and  argue  with  me  that  he  knows  more 
about  the  matter  than  I  do,  on  account  of  its 
being  in  his  district ;  but  he  refuses  to  give  me 
the  same  opportunity  to  consider  the  merits  of 
the  thing  in  committee— a  right  which  you,  sir, 
gave  me.  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Railroads.  It  may  be  said  in  answer  to  me  that 
it  is  something  they  are  doing  now;  that  they 
are  doing  it  anyhow  and  they  are  going  to  do  it. 
It  only  shows  the  shallowness  and  lack  of  man- 
hood that  the  members  of  this  Board  have,  if 
they  allow  them  to  do  it  without  standing  up 
and  entering  a  protest  against  this  or  any  other 
railroad  company  doing  anything  in  the  streets 
of  Boston  before  they  get  the  right  from  this 
Board  to  do  it,  and  that  right  this  company  has 
never  obtained.  You  may  say  to  me,  "It  makes 
no  odds,  if  you  have  the  votes."  But  you  only 
lack  your  manhood  if  you  are  afraid  to  stand  up 
here  and  say  what  they  shall  or  shall  not  do. 
They  have  just  the  same  right  to  run  down 
School  street  that  they  .have  to  do  just  what 
they  are  doing  today.  The  gentleman  on 
my  right  is  on  the  Railroad  Committee  and 
ought  to  let  the  order  go  to  that  committee  to  see 
what  the  company  have  done  and  intend  to  do. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Board  know  that  it  was  at- 
tempted to  put  through  this  order  in  whole 
cloth  without  saying  a  word.  There  it  is  in 
writing,  to  allow  them  to  go  through  all  our 
narrow  streets,  and  not  a  word  against  it,  and 
not  a  word  offered  in  explanation.  Simply  he- 
cause  somebody  puts  it  in,  it  must  go  through ; 
and  yet  there  is  a  committee  on  railroads:  1  am 
one  member,  and  am  here,  and  the  gentleman 
himself  is  another,  and  he  is  here,  and  the  mat- 
ter should  be  considered  by  that  committee. 
Now  what  injury  will  there  be  if  it  is  referred? 
Let  us  send  it  to  the  committee  and  see  what 
there  is  in  it.  Let  us  see  what  motive  power 
they  have;  whether  there  is  any  danger  of  in- 
jury to  human  life.  Let  us  on  this  issue  decide 
to  protect  the  rights  of  committees,  without 
allowing  a  member  of  that  committee  to  do  as 
he  pleases.  That  is  virtually  what  that  order 
means.  The  passage  of  such  an  order  as  that 
virtually  says  that  the  rights  of  committees  do 
not  amount  io  anything.  I  never  saw  that 
order ;  I  know  nothing  about  it :  I  was  not  even 
consulted  by  the  member  offering  it,  to  see 
whether  I  objected  to  it.  I  stand  up  here  to  ob- 
ject to  that  kind  of  business,  whether  it  relates 
to  the  railroad  committee  or  any  other  commit- 
tee, and  whether  I  am  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee or  not.  I  stand  here  to  protect 
the  rights  of  any  committee  who  have  a 
right  to  discuss  any  subject,  and  I  claim 
that  every  member  should  have  the 
right  to  consider  such  a  subject.  That 
right  I  have  not  had,  and  I  shall  be  deprived  of 
it  if  this  order  is  passed  today.  You  can  do  as 
you  like.  Judging  by  the  votes  passed  here  to- 
day, it  makes  no  odds ;  the  chances  are  I  will  be 
voted  down;  but  I  want  to  make  my  protest  and 
say  that  I  am  only  making  that  same  battle 
that  other  members  will  make  further  on,  and 
that  is  for  the  right  to  consider  subjects  by  the 
respective  committees  having  those  subjects  in 
charge.  I  hope  the  order  will  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Railroads,  that  I  may  at  least 
have  a  voice  and  vote  in  that  committee,  and 
let  the  report  come  in. 

Aid.  Lee— I  am  certainly  sorry,  as  a  member 
of  this  Board,  to  have  excited  the  ire  of  the 
honorable  alderman  on  my  right.  I  want  to  say 
to  this  Board  that  I  have  not  presented  this 
order  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Rail- 
roads. The  alderman  has,  from  hearing  the 
order  read,  as  much  information  on  the  sub- 
ject as  I  have.  Discussion  has  gone  on 
here  on  the  merits  of  this  case,  and  it  is 
simply  stated  to  him  and  to  every  other  member 


of  this  Board  that  the  corporation  running  its 
cars  and  having  its  tracks  in  a  large  part  of  the 
district  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  de- 
sires to  use  electricity  as  a  motive  power  on  the 
tracks  in  that  district.  The  president  of  the 
company  handed  me  the  papers,  saying  that  he 
was  obliged  to  take  a  train,  and  asked  me  to 
present  the  petition  and  order.  I  said  to  him, 
is  it  all  right?  and  he  said  yes,  and  he  presented 
me  with  a  copy  of  the  act  snowing  that  his  cor- 
poration had  been  violating  the  laws  of  the 
State,  and  that  they  now  wanted  to  come  in 
here  to  be  set  right.  They  want  to  experiment 
on  about  600  feet  of  track  on  a  street  where  very 
few  pedestrians  or  vehicles  pass.  Now,  Mr. 
Chairman,  if  this  matter  was  of  the  magni- 
tude that  the  honorable  alderman  on  my 
right  would  try  to  make  us  believe,  by  trying  to 
lead  the  other  alderman  to  believe  that  it  is  to 
run  cars  through  the  narrow  streets  of  your 
city,  or  that  I  as  a  member  of  the  Railroad  Com- 
mittee was  trying  to  smuggle  something  through 
this  Board,  I  say  to  him  that  I  have  the  man- 
hood, and  do  not  lack  the  manhood  when  I  have 
an  order  or  petition,  to  stand  up  here  and  argue 
it  upon  its  merits.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  let  us 
look  at  this  matter.  The  gentleman  says  let  us 
get  it  before  the  committee.  I  will  venture  to 
say  he  cannot  receive  any  more  information 
than  he  has  received  this  evening.  Let'us  con- 
sider a  moment,  and  look  at  the  sanctity  of 
committees  in  City  Hall.  Only  two  weeks  ago 
the  honorable  alderman  on  my  right  came  in 
here  with  a  petition  from  residents  of  a  district 
which  he  represents—all  undoubtedly  honorable 
and  first  class  people ;  there  is  no  issue  upon 
that  between  him  and  me— but  he  comes  in  here 
with  a  petition  from  these  honorable  peo- 
ple, and  coupled  with  it  was  an  order  for 
the  expentiture  of  from  $15,000  to  $25,000; 
and  it  was  passed  by  this  Board.  Did  the 
committee,  of  which  the  gentleman  is  not 
a  member,  have  the  right  to  examine  and  criti- 
cise and  go  and  look  after  that  matter,  to  say 
whether  it  was  all  right,  or  see  whether  they 
could  get  any  more  information?  No,  Mr. 
Chairman.  They  took  the  word  of  the  alder- 
man on  my  right,  the  same  as  I  did ;  and  I  said 
to  him,  Yes,  if  it  is  right  I  shall  vote  for  it ;  and 
all  I  asked  was  that  I  should  have  his  word  that 
it  was  all  right.  Now.  Mr.  Chairman,  a  gentle- 
man came  to  me,  and  because  I  happen  to  repre- 
sent that  district  he  asks  me  to  present  a  simple 
request  and  an  order  granting  it,  that  the  com- 
pany may  be  set  right  and  not  be  violating  the 
law  of  the  State  and  city,  claiming  that  it  was 
through  ignorance  on  their  part,  and  that  they 
had  overlooked  Section  4  of  the  act,  giving 
them  the  right  to  run  their  cars  by  electricity 
after  obtaining  permission  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen, supposing  that  it  was  the  Railroad 
Commissioners;  but  upon  careful  examination 
of  the  law  they  found  they  must  get  permission 
from  this  Board ;  and  it  is  for  that  reason  they 
have  come  here.  I  want  to  say  that  had  I  read 
the  order  before  I  presented  it,  I  would  have 
rebelled  as  strongly  as  the  alderman  on  my 
right  against  allowing  the  company  to  use  elec- 
tricity on  their  cars  in  any  of  the  streets  in  the 
centre  of  the  city.  But  after  it  had  been  read 
by  the  Chair  I  said  that  it  was  a  blanket  order. 

Aid.  Carroll  —  Did  the  gentleman  who  is 
president  of  the  railroad  ask  the  alderman  to 
present  the  order  now  before  us  or  the  other 
order? 

Aid.  Lee — He  presented  this  order  to  me  and 
stated  that  they  only  desired  to  experiment, 
and  he  stated  the  location  upon  which  they 
desired  to  make  the  experiments. 

Aid.  Carroll— Was  the  gentleman  asked  by 
the  president  of  the  Cambridge  railroad  to  pre- 
sent this  order  now  before  the  Board? 

Aid.  Lee— I  do  not  know  how  I  can  state  it 
more  plainly  than  I  have. 

Aid.  Carroll— Sav  yes  or  no. 

Aid.  Lee— I  have  the  floor,  and  I  have  the 
right  to  answer  question  in  my  own  humble 
way.  I  say  that  the  petition  and  order  were 
handed  to  me  by  the  president  of  the  road — 

Aid.  Carroll— As  you  presented  them  here? 

Aid.  Lee— As  I  presented  it  here,  with  an  ex- 
planation that  it  was  an  experiment  of  a  motor 
car  running  from  Harvard  square  to  Western 
avenue.  I  supposed  that  that  was  what  the  or- 
der contained.  Now,  in  all  fairness  to  each  and 
every  member  of  this  Board,  I  only  ask  that 
that  right  be  given  to  them,  and  no  other.  I 
would  not  vote  to  give  any  corporation  the  right 
to  run  its  cars  either  by  electricity  or  by  any 
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other  motive  power,  unless  the  idea  is  fairly 
considered  by  a  committee,  and  openly  and 
iully  discussed  by  each  and  every  member  of 
this  Board.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  all  that  1  de- 
sire to  say  is  that  they  have  come  in  here  and 
have  found  that  they  have  been  inadvertently 
violating  the  law,  and  request  that  they  may  be 
set  right,  that  they  may  have  the  right  to  ex- 
periment and  find  out  upon  that  four  or  rive  or 
six  hundred  feet,  whichever  it  may  be,  within 
the  limits  of  the  Brighton  District,  just  what  is 
the  best  motive  power  to  use  for  propelling  cars 
bv  electricity. 

Aid.  Carroll— As  I  said  early  in  the  proceed- 
ings, I  do  not  suppose  it  will  be  of  any  value  or 
benefit  to  the  side  of  the  question  which  I  pro- 
pose to  discuss,  one  iota,  no  matter  w7hat  I  say ; 
but  to  place  myself  right,  and  to  place  the  gen- 
tleman who  has  just  taken  his  seat  in  the  posi- 
tion he  ought  to  be,  because  he  would  place  me 
in  a  false  position,  I  propose  to  quote  to  the 
members  of  this  Board  some  plain  and  stubborn 
facts.  The  strength  of  his  argument  is  about 
this:  that  I  asked  the  members  of  this  Board  to 
do  a  similar  thing  two  weeks  ago.  The  mem- 
bers of  this  Board  will  do  me  the  credit  of  say- 
ing, and  I  do  not  believe  there  is  one  man  in  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  that  I  did  not  personally  go 
to  and  explain  why  I  offered  the  order,  where 
and  how  I  offered  it,  and  I  went  to  the  members 
of  the  Committee  on  Paving,  all  the  members  of 
the  committee  who  were  here,  and  explained  to 
them  why  I  did  it.  Now  I  ask  what  a  complete 
contrast  that  is  to  the  position  he  occupies?  By 
his  side  sits  a  member  of  the  committee  of 
which  he  is  a  member  and  who  is  an  associate 
of  his  on  that  committee,  and  that  member  is 
not  given  even  the  common  courtesy  by  his 
saying  to  him,  "This  is  so  and  so.  and  I  can 
recommend  it,"  but  the  gentleman  did  not  say 
a  word  to  me.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  think  the 
position  he  tries  to  place  me  in  is  a  very  false 
one  in  comparison  to  what  I  did  in  regard 
to  the  order  I  presented  two  weeks  ago. 
Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  another  matter:  the 
order  is  tbere;  I  did  not  present  it;  it 
was  presented  by  the  gentleman  him- 
self without  any  explanation ;  without  a  word 
to  the  Board  he  came  in  here  with  an  order  ask- 
ing us  to  give  to  the  Cambridge  railroad  the 
right  to  use  electric  motive  power  through  the 
entire  city  without  any  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Railroads.  When  a  member  wanted 
to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Railroads  he 
strenuously  objected  to  it.  He  has  got  the  votes ; 
at  least  apparently  he  has.  I  stand  here  believ- 
ing I  am  right,  and  I  do  not  care  if  I  have  no 
more  votes  than  my  own,  I  know  I  am  right  and 
I  propose  to  defend  my  position,  knowing  that 
oftentimes  minorities  are  right  and  majorities 
are  wrong.  I  know  I  am  right.  I  know  that 
the  matter  presented  here  is  something  worthy 
of  the  consideration  of  a  committee.  If  it  is 
not,  what  are  your  committees  for?  And  the 
gentleman  stands  up  here  and  presents  an  order 
which  could  not  be  carried  through  here  by 
any  individual  who  wanted  such  an  order  pass- 
ed. It  is,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  power  of  monopo- 
lies again  coming  in  here  and  saying  what  they 
want  and  defying  us  to  refuse  it.  That  is  about 
the  thing  in  substance.  Again,  so  far  as  I  am 
personally  concerned,  the  Cambridge  railroad  is 
entirely  out  of  my  district.  Not  one  foot  does 
this  railroad  run  m  my  district.  What  I  desire 
is  this :  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Rail- 
roads I  desire  to  have  the  right,  and  not  bo  de- 
prived of  it  bv  the  action  of  an  associate  upon 
the  committee  to  shut  me  out  of  that  right,  to 
consider  that  matter  or  any  other  matter  that 
may  come  up  relating  to  railroads  while  I  am  a 
member  of  that  committee.  I  do  not  care 
whether  it  is  myself  or  the  alderman  on  my  right, 
the  alderman  on  my  left,  or  the  chairman  who 
occupies  that  seat.  1  want  the  right,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  that  committee,  to  look  into  the  matter 
and  have  a  chance  to  make  a  recommendation 
to  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  I  have  not  had  that 
right,  and  if  anybody  here  Has  had  any  informa- 
tion tendered  to  him  by  my  associate  upon  the 
committee  in  regard  to  the  motive  power  to  be 
used  upon  that  railroad  or  the  danger  to  public 
life  and  property,  or  anything  of  that  kind,  I  do 
not  know  of  it.  He  has  not  told  us  of  the  value 
of  the  motive  power.  He  simply  sees  a  man  who 
is  president  of  the  Cambridge  railroad  and  he 
asks  him  to  do  something,  and  lie  is  doing  it.  It 
is  not  because  it  is  a  proper  tiling  to  do  or  a 
proper  thing  to  use.  I  do  not  want  to  say  that 
he  is  not  properly  posted  in  regard  to  his  dis- 


trict. I  do  not  say  that  it  is  not  perfectly 
proper  to  be  used  in  his  district.  I  don't 
know  anything  about  that.  But  when  the 
gentleman  tries  to  tell  us  that  a  certain 
man  asked  him  to  do  it  and  he  does  it,  and 
refuses  to  have  it  go  before  the  Railroad  Com- 
mittee to  consider  the  importance  of  the  sub- 
ject, I  do  not  understand  it,  and  all  I  want,  and 
1  think  I  am  entitled  to  it,  as  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Railroads,  is  to  have  the  right  to 
have  the  subject  referred  to  that  committee,  to 
find  out  what  they  desire  to  use,  and  how  they 
propose  to  use  it,  and  to  say  how  the  streets 
shall  be  occupied.  That  is  wdiat  I  propose  to  do. 
But  this  gentleman  who  has  just  taKen  his  seat 
comes  in  here  with  an  order,  and  although  my 
associate  on  that  committee,  even  sitting  at  my 
side,  he  has  not  even  the  common  courtesy  to 
show  me  the  order  or  say  to  me,  "I  propose  to 
put  in  this  order,  it  is  out  in  my  district,  and  I 
think  it  is  a  good  thing."  I  would  certainly  not 
object.  But  I  don't  care,  there  will  be  one  vote 
against  this  order,  at  least.  If  the  gentleman 
has  so  far  forgot  himself  as  to  think  there  is  no 
dignity  in  the  committee,  I  think  he  will  find 
before  the  Board  of  Aldermen  adjourns  for  the 
year,  that  the  members  have  some  rights,  and 
propose  to  defend  them. 

Aid.  Lee— I  will  only  say,  that  when  that  time 
comes,  I  will  always  stand  ready  to  defei?d  my 
actiou  before  the  full  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Aid.  Lee  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  the 
motion  to  refer  was  lost;  yeas  2,  nays  7,  Aid. 
Carroll  and  Sullivan  voting  yea. 

The  question  then  came  upon  the  amendment 
of  Aid.  Lee  to  the  original  order. 

Aid.  Sullivan— 1  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, so  that  the  whole  Board  of  Aldermen  may 
have  an  opportunity  to  visit  that  district  and 
see  for  themselves  whether  this  is  a  success  or 
an  experiment.  I  for  one  do  not  believe  that 
Ave  have  the  right  to  give  up  our  streets  for  ex- 
periments. I  shall  move  that  this  Board  visit 
that  district  on  Thursday  next. 

Aid.  Allen— How  could  they  show  it  to  us 
unless  we  give  them  the  right  to  do  it? 

Aid.  Sullivan— That  would  be  an  experi- 
ment. 

Aid.  Allen— How  could  they  experiment 
without  having  the  right  to  run  the  cars? 

Aid.  Lee  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
Aid.  Sullivan's  amendment  was  lost;  yeas  2, 
nays  7,  Aid.  Carroll  and  Sullivan  voting  yea. 

Aid.  Carroll  moved  to  indefinitely  post- 
pone. 

Aid.  Lee  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  the 
motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  was  lost;  yeas  2, 
nays  7,  Aid.  Carroll  and  Sullivan  voting  yea. 

Aid.  Lee's  amendment  was  adopted ;  yeas  7, 
nays  2,  Aid.  Carroll  and  Sullivan  voting  nay. 

Aid.  Lee  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  so  that 
the  order  as  amended  might  be  put  upon  its 
passage. 

The  rule  was  suspended ;  yeas  7,  nays  2,  Aid. 
Carroll  and  Sullivan  voting  nay. 

The  order  as  amended  was  declared  passed. 
Aid.  Carroll  doubted  the  vote  and  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays.  The  order  was  passed,  yeas  7, 
nays  2;  Aid.  Carroll  and  Sullivan  voting  nay. 

Aid.  Lee  moved  to  reconsider:  lost  by  a  yea 
and  nay  vote;  yeas  2,  nays  7,  Aid.  Carroll  and 
Sullivan  voting  yea. 

CHELSEA  BRIDGE. 

The  Chairman  offered  an  order— That  the 
superintendent  of  bridges  be  directed  to  place  a 
horse  on  ohelsea  bridge,  south,  to  be  used  in 
working  the  draw  of  said  bridge;  the  expense 
attending  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  bridges. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Bridges. 

STREETS  CLOSED. 

The  Chairman  offered  an  order— That  the 
superintendent  of  police  be  authorized  to  close 
against  travel  by  vehicles  Vine,  Moulton,  Cor- 
rey,  and  Tufts  streets,  Charlestown,  from  12 
o'clock  noon  to  7  o'clock  P.M.  on  July  31,  1887. 

Aid.  Allen— What  is  the  object  of  that? 

The  Chairman— The  corner-stone  of  a  church 
is  to  be  laid  on  next  Sunday,  and  these  streets 
bound  the  church.  The  streets  will  be  closed 
during  the  services  and  the  church  will  look 
after  paying  for  the  police. 

The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule.  Aid.  N.  (1.  Smith  moved  to  reconsider; 
lost. 

Adjourned  at  G. 50  P.M.,  on  motion  of  Aid.  N. 
G.  Smith,  and  stood  adjourned  for  two  weeks. 
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CITY   OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Monday,  Aug.  8,  1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
at  4  o'clock  P.M.  Aid.  Donovan,  chairman,  pre- 
siding.   Absent,  Aid.  Bromwich  and  Capen. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Maguire  the  reading  of  the 
record  of  the  last  meeting  was  dispensed  with. 

POLICE  MATRONS. 

Mrs.  E.  R.  Hazeltine  appeared  as  a  -working- 
woman,  and  a  representative  of  the  Knights  of 
Labor  and  other  societies,  and  made  a  state- 
ment to  the  members  of  the  Board  in  relation 
to  the  stand  taken  by  the  organizations  she  rep- 
resented on  the  question  of  police  matrons. 
The  proposed  police  system,  is  one,  she  said, 
which  will  be  of  immense  benefit  to  the 
working  classes  as  well  as  to  the  community  at 
large.  Although  she  appeared  alone,  she  was 
one  of  a  committee  of  three  ladies  which  had 
been  appointed  to  appear  before  the  Board  in 
relation  to  the  matter,  and  she  desired  to  bring 
back  a  message  to  District  Assembly  No.  30  as 
to  the  prospect,  for  immediate  action. 

The  Chairman  stated  that  it  would  be  impos- 
sible for  the  city  government  to  take  any  action 
until  the  School  Committee  took  some  notice 
of  the  request  which  bus  been  made  of  them 
to  turn  over  the  Chardon-street  Schoolhouse 
for  the  purpose  of  putting  the  system  into  oper- 
ation. 

Mrs.  Hazeltine  stated  that  the  committee  had 
called  on  the  Police  Commissioners  and  had 
been  informed  that  the  trouble  was  that  no 
money  for  salaries  had  been  provided  by  he 
city  government— that  there  were  plenty  of 
buildings. 

The  Chairman  said  that  that  was  true,  but 
that  the  buildings  suggested  were  at  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  School  Committee.  In  answer  to 
a  question  if  the  government  would  take  im- 
mediate action  in  the  matter  of  salaries  if  out- 
side parties  would  see  to  it  that  a  building  was 
furnished,  tlje  Chairman  replied  that  that 
would  be  a  question  ior  future  consi deration- 
that  such  a  proffer  would  have  to  be  accepted 
by  both  branches  of  the  government,  and  until 
such  action  was  taken  it  would  be  impossible  to 
proceed  in  the  matter  of  salaries. 

HEARINGS   ON   ORDERS   OF  NOTICE. 

1.  On  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Granite  street,  Ward  13. 

2.  On  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
North  street,  between  Merchants'  row  and  Ben- 
dall  lane.  Ward  7. 

3.  On  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Day 
street,  between  Minden  and  Heath  streets. 
Ward  22. 

4.  On  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Fal- 
con street,  between  Putnam  and  Gleiidbn  streets, 
Ward  1. 

No  objections.  Severally  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Sewers  (Aid.) 

5.  On  proposed  taking  of  land  of  Thomas  E. 
Moseley  et  als.,  and  of  Sarah  M.  Howe,  in  Dor- 
chester, for  sewer  purposes. 

Mr.  George  Morrill  appeared  on  behalf  of 
Sarah  M.  Howe  and  stated  that  the  parties  in- 
terested would  like  to  be  given  a  hearing  before 
any  further  action  was  taken  in  the  matter. 

No  one  else  appearing,  the  order  was  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Sewers  (Aid.) 

Later  in  the  session  an  order  of  taking  was 
passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

6.  On  petition  of  Henry  B.  Stratton  for  leave  to 
project  three  bay  windows  from  proposed  wooden 
building  on  Hurley  street,  near  Clifton  street. 

No  objection.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings  (Aid.) 

NEGOTIATION  OF    LOANS. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Executive  Department,  ] 
Aug.  8,  1887. 
To  the  Honorable  City  Council. 
I  respectfully  submit  a  communication  from 


Alfred  T.  Turner,  Esq.,  city  treasurer,  m  rela- 
tion to  the  Cambridge  loan  and  also  the  loan  for 
the  improvement  of  Stony  brook.  I  believe  with 
him  that  our  loans  should  be  placed  upon  the 
market  on  some  uniform  basis.  The  last  loan 
negotiated  was  a  gold  loan  of  SVa  per  cent;  the 
Cambridge  loan  is  a  3%  per  cent,  payable  either 
in  gold  or  currency,  at  the  option  of  the  pur- 
chaser. The  Stony  brook  loan  is  a  4  per  cent 
loan  without  conditions.  I  believe  all  our  loans 
should  be  placed  at  some  uniform  rate  and  uni- 
form conditions,  the  rate  subject  only  to  such 
changes  as  the  condition  of  the  money  market 
may  from  time  to  time  suggest. 

The  members  of  the  City  Council  can  see,  also, 
that  it  must  be  quite  embarrassing  to  the  city 
treasurer  to  place  three  different  loans  on  the 
market  at  the  same  time,  each  having  different 
conditions,  as  to  gold  and  currency,  and  at  dif- 
ferent rates  of  interest. 

The  city  of  New  York  puts  its  loans  upon  the 
market  free  from  city  taxation,  all  our  loans 
are  placed  upon  the  market  subject  to  State, 
county  and  city  taxes.  When  comparisons  are 
sometimes  made  between  these  cities,  this  fact 
is  not  taken  into  consideration.  When  a  New 
York  city  loan  is  taken,  the  purchaser  knows 
precisely  what  amount  of  interest  he  obtains. 
A  Boston  city  loan  is  subject  to  whatever  rate 
of  taxation  that  the  City  Council  may  adopt 
each  year.  The  largest  purchasers  of  New 
York  city  loans  are  the  savings  banks  of  that 
city.  If  our  savings  banks  and  other  institu- 
tions of  trust  could  purchase  our  city  bonds  free 
from  taxation  I  believe  they  would  be  held 
very  largely  by  these  institutions. 

I  respectfully  suggest  that  the  communication 
of  the  treasurer  be  referred  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee for  their  consideration. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Hugh  O'Brien. 

Mayor. 

City  of  Boston,      ) 

Treasurer's  Office,  > 

Aug.  8,  1887.     ) 

Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Dear  Sir,— I  desire  to  bring  your  attention  to 
the  fact  that,  owing  to  the  present  condition 
of  the  money  market  and  its  outlook  for  the 
future,  it  would  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
city  to  have  the  orders  of  the  City  Council,  ap- 
proved July  13,  1887.  authorizing  the  city  treas- 
urer to  negotiate  a  loan  of  .?250,000  for  the  new 
Cambridge  bridge,  rescinded;  and  an  order 
passed  authorizing  said  loan  on  the  same  terms 
and  conditions  as  that  passed  by  the  City  Coun- 
cil, also  approved  July  13.  1887,  authorizing  me 
to  negotiate  a  loan  of  $500,000  for  Stony-brook 
improvement.  This  uniformity  is  desirable, 
and  will  enable  me  to  put  both  loans  on  the 
market  at  the  same  time,  when  a  favorable  op- 
portunity occurs. 

Yours  most  respectfully, 
Adfred  T.  Turner. 

City  Treasurer. 
The    message   and  communication  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  on  motion 
of  Aid.  Allen. 

petitions  referred. 
To  the  Committee  on  Licenses— ~B.  F.  Keith, 
for  leave  to  have  an  outrider  on  horseback  to 
play  a  cornet   in   advance   of   an    advertising 
wagon. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  ( A  Id.)— Petitions 
for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as  follows : 

Anthony  C.  Post,  proposed  wooden,  four 
horses,  3559  Washington  street.  Ward  23. 

Peter  G.  Post,  proposed  wooden,  four  horses, 
3563  Washington  street,  Ward  23. 

Elizabeth  Eldracher,  proposed  brick,  two 
horses,  Lamont  street,  formerly  Linden  ave- 
nue, Ward  19, 

James  Forgie,  proposed  wooden,  one  horse,  on 
rear  East  Eighth  street,  near  K  street,  Ward  14. 
John  L.  Dakin,  proposed  wooden,  three  horses, 
Amorv  street,  Ward  23. 

T.  W.  Manning,  old  wooden,  two  horses. 
Graham  Court,  rear  Clapp  street.  Ward  20. 

A.  N.  Burbank,  old  wooden,  two  additional 
horses,  Erie  avenue,  between  Merrill  and  Wash- 
ington streets.  Ward  24. 

Asahel  Goudey,  proposed  wooden,  two  horses, 
Jenkins  street  and  Atlantic  avenue.  Ward  1. 

Granville  S.  Seaverns,  old  wooden,  Taft  court, 
off  Corinth  street,  Ward  23. 

J.  Ingersoll  Bowditch,  trustee,  proposed  wood- 
en, three  horses.  Sedgwick  street,  Ward  23. 
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M  Heriihy  &  Son,  proposed  wooden.  25  horses, 
George  street,  near  Hampden  street.  Ward  20. 

E.  B.  Taylor,  proposed  wooden,  one  horse, 
Tappan  street,  Roslindale  street.  Ward  23. 

Frederick  J.  Crosby,  proposed  brick,  35  horses, 
corner  Palmer  street  and  Harrison  avenue, 
Ward  20. 

Magnus  Lepstron,  old  wooden,  one  horse,  201 
Centre  street,  Ward  21. 

Bernard  F.  Post,  proposed  wooden,  four  horses, 
Bailey  street,  neai  Keyes  street,  Ward  23. 

J.  V.  Shaffner,  proposed  wooden,  four  horses, 
Bailey  street,  near  Keyes  street,  Ward  23. 

Michael  Sullivan,  proposed  wooden,  two 
horses,  rear  Centre  street,  near  Pynchon  street, 
Ward  21. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings— Anthony  Waterman,  for  leave  to 
build  a  wooden  building  on  407-425  Medford 
street,  a  size  larger  than  allowed  by  ordinance, 
Ward  4. 

Henry  Dudley,  for  leave  to  build  an  addition 
to  building  on  Elm  street,  corner  Green  street. 
Ward  23. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers  {Aid.)— Rustes 
Gordon,  that  the  sewer  in  winter  street,  Dor- 
chester, be  extended  180  feet,  to  Church  street. 

P.  Fleming,  that  a  sewer  may  be  laid  in  part 
of  King  street,  between  Adams  and  Train 
streets,  Ward  24. 

Robert  M.  Goode  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in 
Walnut  avenue,  between  Cobden  and  Crawford 
streets. 

Henry  Talpey  and  others,  for  a  drain  in  Rock- 
well street.  Ward  24. 

John  H,  Walsh,  that  the  sewer  assessment 
against  his  estate  on  North  Beacon  and  other 
streets  be  abated  in  whole  or  in  part. 

Mrs.  Dennis  Kelly,  for  abatement  of  sewer 
assessment  on  estate  37V3  and  38  Ferrin  street. 
Charlestown. 

William  Gaston  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in 
Lamont  street,  between  Vernon  and  Linden 
park  streets, 

Philip  Albrecht  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in 
Creighton  street,  between  Day  and  Centre 
streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines,  Etc. — 
Brother  Peter,  to  locate  and  use  two  steam 
boilers  of  eight-horse  power  each,  for  heating 
purposes,  at  No.  85  Vernon  street,  Ward  19. 

Peter  Kelley,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler 
of  two-horse  power,  for  heating  purposes,  at  10 
Smith  street,  Ward  22. 

President  and  fellows  of  Harvard  College,  for 
leave  to  locate  and  use  two  steam  boilers  of 
35-horse  nower,  for  heating  purposes,  at  849 
Washington  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Railroads— Metropoli- 
tan Railroad  Company,  for  the  right  to  lay 
tracks  to  enter  their  new  stable,  corner  Warren 
and  Maywood  streets,  connecting  with  their 
tracks  on  Warren  street. 

Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  Com- 
pany, to  lay  two  additional  tracks  on  Marginal 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department— 
Maverick  Oil  Companvfor  leave  to  unload  tank 
cars  of  naphtha  by  means  of  a  hose,  while  stand- 
ing on  the  track  of  the  Marginal  Freight  rail- 
road, on  Commercial  street,  at  the  Boston  Gas 
Light  Company's  works,  one  car  only  to  be  un- 
loaded at  a  time. 

Jenney  Manufacturing  Company,  for  license 
to  store  and  k^ep  for  sale  the  products  of  pe- 
troleum at  their  store  No.  2  Central  Wharf. 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Streets— James  Swift 
and  other  laborers  in  the  Paving  Department, 
that  they  be  compensated  for  expense  incurred 
in  riding  to  and  from  their  work. 

To  the  Committee  on  Fane  ail  Hall.  etc. — 
Boston  Veteran  Firemen's  Association,  for  the 
use  of  Faneuil  Hall,  Monday,  Sept.  12. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police  {Aid.)— A.  T. 
Sinclair,  for  compensation  for  the  loss  of  fowls 
killed  by  dogs. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps— Charles  M. 
Seaver  and  others,  for  public  lamps  on  Oriole 
street,  Ward  23. 

John  C.  Haynes,  for  public  lamps  in  Haynes 
Park,  off  Warren  street. 

H.  Pigeon  &  Sons,  for  an  electric  light  at  cor- 
ner of  Sumner  and  Liverpool  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on.  Finance — Joshua  Merrill 
and  others,  for  an  addition  to  the  are  of  the 
so-called  "Nursery  Ground." 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims — Asabel  H. 
Glover,  for  compensation  for  damage  done  to  his 


estate  on  Dorchester    avenue  by    change    of 
grade. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving  {Aid.)— Trcmont 
Electric  Lighting  Company,  to  excavate  the 
sidewalk  on  A  street,  80  feet  from  Congress 
street,  and  to  put  two  coal-holes  in  said  side- 
walk. 

Peter  Walsh,  to  place  a  bulkhead  and  coal- 
hole in  sidewalk  at  84  and  86V2  Leverett  street. 

George  S.  Curtis  and  others,  that  Paul  Gore 
street,  oetween  Chestnut  avenue  and  Lamartine 
street,  be  put  in  proper  condition. 

John  E.  Blakemore  and  others,  that  the  gut- 
ters on  Sherwood  street  be  paved. 

Stephen  Ellis,  to  move  a  wooden  building 
from  Braintree  street,  near  Everett  street,  Ward 
25.  to  Braintree  street,  near  Franklin  street. 
Ward  25. 

Linus  M.  Child,  for  brick  sidewalk  No,  776 East 
Fifth  street. 

D.  A.  Reardon,  for  brick  sidewalk  Nos.  8  and 
10  Bower  street. 

Mary  L.  Rose,  for  brick  sidewalk  No.  23  Hart- 
ford street. 

Elizabeth  B.  Mendeil,  for  brick  sidewalk  No. 
25  Hartford  street. 

Frederick  Whitney,  for  brick  sidewalk  No.  27 
Hartford  street. 

Annie  J.  and  M.  E.  T.  Healy,  for  brick  side- 
walk. No.  112  Cedar  street.  Roxbury. 

Henry  H.  Fitch  and  others,  trustees,  for  edge- 
stones,  No.  140-142  Huntington  avenue. 

Malachi  Lennon  and  others,  for  curbstone  on 
Blue  Hill  avenue,  between  Wales  and  Harvard 
streets. 

Charles  F.  Kittredge,  for  edgestones  in  front 
of  his  estate  on  Ashmont  and  Argyle  streets,  and 
that  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  driveway  be  paved 
with  stone. 

James  C.  Davis,  trustee,  for  brick  sidewalk, 
411  Seventh  street. 

James  Collins,  for  brick  sidewalk,  823-833  in- 
clusive, Third  street. 

William  E.  Eaton,  for  brick  sidewalk,  774  East 
Fifth  street. 

Mary  E.  Kelly,  for  edgestones,  94  Blue  Hill 
avenue. 

Bridget  Kelly,  for  edgestones  and  brick  side- 
walk, 9G  Blue  Hill  avenue. 

N.  Smith  &  Co.,  for  permission  to  lay  a  pipe 
across  Marginal  street,  East  Boston,  to  obtain  a 
supply  of  salt  water. 

John  J.  Ahem,  to  move  a  wooden  building 
from  373  Warren  street  to  Edgewc*od  street. 

John  J.  Ahern,  to  move  a  wooden  building 
from  Bower  street  through  Bower  and  Laurel 
streets,  to  20  and  22  Laurel,  corner  of  Catawba 
streets. 

W'Jliam  R.  Cavanagh.  to  move  a  wooden 
building  from  East  Third  street,  near  N  street, 
Ward  14,  to  East  Seventh  street,  near  O  street, 
Ward  14. 

Petitions  for  Steam  Engines. 

On  the  following  petitions,  viz.: 

Frank  Ferdinand,  to  erect  and  use  a  statioi - 
ary  steam  engine  of  six-horse  power  at  No,  ID 
Warren  street,  Ward  21. 

O.  M.  Whitman  &  Co..  to  erect  and  use  a  sta- 
tionary steam  engine  of  10-horse  power  at 
Power  street,  corner  of  Boston  street,  Ward  15. 

John  H.  Sullivan,  to  erect  and  use  a  station- 
ary steam  engine  of  12-horse  power  at  199  Web- 
ster street,  East  Boston. 

Orders  of  notice  were  offered  for  hearings 
thereon  on  Monday,  Sept.  5,  1887,  at  4  o'clock 
P.M.  Amended  to  read  Tuesday,  Sept.  ti,  and 
passed  as  amended. 

LAISOR  DAY. 

Aid.  Carroll  offered  an  order— That  when 
this  Board  adjourns  on  Monday,  Aug.  22,  1887,  it 
be  to  meet  again  on  Tuesday,  Sept.  0,  1887,  at  4 
o'clock,  P.M. 

Aid.  Carroll— In  explanation  of  that  order, 
I  will  briefly  state  that  the  5th  of  September  is 
Labor  day — a  recognized  holiday— and  this  or- 
der is  simply  that  we  adjourn  to  meet  on  the 
next  day.  1  think  the  members  of  the  Board 
will  perceive  the  justification  for  bringing  an 
order  of  that  kind  in  at  this  time. 

The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule. 

NATIONAL   ELECTRIC   LIGHT  ASSOCIATION, 

Boston,  Aug.  0,  1887. 
P.  J.  Donovan,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen. 
Dear  Sir,— Members  of  the  Board  ot  Aldermen 
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of  the  city  of  Boston  are  cordially  invited  to  at- 
tend the  meeting  of  the  National  Electric 
Ligi it  Association,  which  will  be  held  at  the 
Parker  House  on  Aug.  9.  10  and  11. 

As  matters  pertaining  to  the  uses  of  electricity, 
both  for  light  and  power  which  are  deemed 
will  be  of  interest  to  all  members  of  the  Board 
will  be  discussed.  It  is  hoped  that  most  of  the 
members  will  attend. 

Yours  very  truly, 

F.  A.  Gilbert, 

Chairman  Executive  Committee  and  Presi- 
dent of  the  Boston  Electric  Light  Company. 

Invitation  accepted  by  the  Board,  on  motion 
of  Aid.  Allen. 

TRIMMING  OF  TREES. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  Board  took  up 
the  following  orders,  viz. : 

7.  Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  Com- 
mon, etc.,  be  requested  to  trim  the  trees  on  Lin- 
den street,  Brighton,  also  a  tree  on  Cambridge 
street,  in  front  of  the  block  owned  by  John  W. 
Hoi  lis,  and  to  remove  a  dead  tree  on  Cambridge 
street,  in  front  of  Boston  &  Albany  railroad  sta- 
tion, Allston. 

8.  Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  Com- 
mon be  requested  to  have  the  trees  in  front  of 
the  Sisters'  School,  on  Everett  street,  East  Bos- 
ton, properly  trimmed. 

Orciers  indefinitely  postponed,  on  motion  of 
Aid.  Allen,  inasmuch  as  the  matter  had  already- 
received  the  attention  of  the  department. 

C-STREET  PAVING. 

Aid.  Carroll  offered  an  order — That  the 
superintendent  of  streets  be  requested  to  pave 
C  street  with  granite  blocks,  between  Fourth 
and  Fifth  streets. 

Aid.  Carroll— The  Paving  Department  at 
the  present  time  is  paving  C  street  from  Broad- 
way to  Fourth  street.  The  superintendent  of 
that  department  and  his  assistants  believe  that 
the  other  section  of  that  street,  from  Fourth  to 
Fifth  street,  which  is  a  smaller  block  than  the 
one  they  are  paving,  should  also  be  paved,  as 
the  car  tracks  run  through  that  part  of  the 
street  more  than  the  other.  It  is  as  much  at 
their  request  as  from  my  own  desire  that  I  pre- 
sent this  order  for  passage. 

The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule. 

reports  of  city  officers. 

The  following  reports  were  received : 

Quarterly  report  of  the  Directors  of  the  East 
Boston  Ferries. 

Quarterlv  report  of  the  water  registrar. 

Quarterly  report  of  the  city  clerk. 

Quarterly  report  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 

Quarterly  report  of  the  Inspectors  of  Vessels 
and  Ballast. 

Report  of  superintendent  Faneuil  Hall  mar- 
ket of  moneys  received  during  the  three  months 
ending  July  31,  1887,  amounting  to  $473.29. 

Report  of  the  sealer  of  weights  and  measures 
for  the  three  months  ending  July  31,  1887. 

Auditor's  monthly  exhibit  (City  Doc.  132). 

City  treasurer's  monthly  statement  (City  Doc. 
131). 

Report  of  fires  and  alarms  for  the  month  of 
July,  1887,  viz.: 

Bell  iilarnis 72 

Still  alarms 54 

Total 126 

Severally  sent  down. 

HARBOR  AND  LAND  COMMISSIONERS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Harbor  and  Land 
Commissioners  of  the  application  of  the  city  of 
Boston  for  license  to  build  a  water  pipe  box  and 
fender  in  tide-wat^r  in  the  cities  of  Boston  and 
Chelsea,  at  Chelsea-bridge  crossing.  Mystic 
river,  specifying  Aug.  11,  at  11  o'clock,  A.M.,  as 
the  time  for  hearing  all  parties  interested  in 
said  application. 

Placed  on  file. 

arbitration. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  sec- 
retary of  the  Slate  Board  of  Arbitration,  enclos- 
ing a  copy  of  the  decision  of  said  Board  of  Arbi- 
tration in  the  matter  of  the  joint  application  of 
the  Boston  Consolidated  Street  Railway  Com- 
pany of  Boston  and  the  horse-shoers  in  its  em- 
ploy, to  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  city  clerk, 
as  provided  by  law. 


Placed  on  file. 

sewers. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Sewers  (Aid.): 

Reports  recommending  the  passage  of  pre- 
ambles and  orders  for  the  construction  of 
common  sewers,  as  follows : 

In  Sawyer  avenue,  Ward  24,  for  a  distance  of 
250  feet. 

In  Walter  street,  Ward  23,  between  South  and 
Symmes  streets. 

In  N  s-treet,  between  Third  street  and  Broad- 
way, to  connect  with  sewer  in  Third  street. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  J.  O.  Stubbs,  to  have 
refunded  to  him  the  amount  paid  for  his  sewer 
assessment.  Recommending  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims. 

Report  accepted,  and  said  reference  ordered. 

Report  and  order  of  notice  for  hearing  on 
Monday.  Aug.  22,  at  4  o'clock  P.M.,  on  the  ex- 
pediency of  constructing  common  sewer  in 
Beach  street,  Federal  street,  and  Mt.  Washing- 
ton avenue. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed. 

Report  and  order.  That  the  sewer  assessment 
levied  against  the  estate  of  heirs  of  Thomas 
Dinneen,  for  a  sewer  in  Ferrin  street.  Charles- 
town,  amounting  to  $16.28,  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  abated  on  account  of  no  benefit. 

Report  and  order,  That  the  sewer  assessment 
levied  against  the  estate  of  Thomas  Flanigan 
heirs,  amounting  to  $13.27  for  a  sewer  in  Ferrin 
street,  Charlestown,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
abated  on  account  of  no  benefit. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Reports  that  petitioners  have  leave  to  with- 
draw as  follows : 

St.  Patrick  Educational  Society,  for  abate- 
ment of  the  sewer  assessment  against  their  es- 
tate on  Forest  street  and  Mount  Pleasant 
avenue. 

Hiram  Gerrish,  for  permission  to  extend  his 
private  drain  to  enter  the  sewer  in  Sargent 
street,  Dorchester. 

Reports  accepted. 

Preamble  adjudging  it  necessary  to  provide  a 
new  channel  for  Stony  brook,  and  to  take  land 
for  that  purpose,  and  order  of  notice  assigning 
Monday,  Aug.  22,  at  4  o'clock  P.  M.  for  hearing 
any  objection  thereto. 

Preamble  and  order  passed. 

sewer  assessments. 

Aid.  Lee,  from  the  superintendent  of  sewers, 
submitted  the  following: 

Schedules  of  the  cost  of  constructing  common 
sewers  in  Dartmouth,  North  Margin  and  Merri- 
mac  streets,  with  orders  that  the  persons  named 
in  the  said  schedules  be  and  they  hereby  are 
charged  and  assessed  with  the  sum  therein  set 
to  their  respective  names,  as  their  proportional 
part  of  the  cost  thereof. 

Orders  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule. 

Ordered,  that  the  sewer  assessment  levied 
against  the  estate  of  James  W.  French  for  a 
sewer  in  Market  street,  Ward  25,  amounting  to 
$81.67,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  abated  and  re- 
assessed to  Matthew  Mullen,  owner  of  said  es- 
tate. 

Ordered,  that  the  sewer  assessment  levied 
against  the  estate  of  Eliza  Kendrick  for  a  sewer 
in  Mt.  Pleasant  avenue  and  Forest  street, 
amounting  to  $219.38,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
abated  and  reassessed  to  John  J.  Williams, 
owner  of  said  premises. 

Orders  severally  passed,  under  suspension  of 
the  rule.   - 

licenses. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Licenses : 

Report  recommending  that  a  license  be 
granted  the  Allandale  Spring  Company  allow- 
ing their  barge  to  stand  on  Centre  street,  near 
its  junction  with  South  street. 

Report  recommending  that  a  license  be 
granted  B.  F.  Keith  to  have  an  outrider  on 
horseback  play  a  cornet  in  advance  of  an  adver- 
tising wagon. 

Report  recommending  the  granting  of  minors' 
licenses  to  3  bootblacks,  5  peddlers  and  19  news- 
boys. 

Reports  severally  accepted,  and  licenses 
granted  on  the  usual  conditions. 
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CLERK  HIRE  IN  THE  COURTS. 

Aid.  Carroll,  from  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  submitted  a  requisition  for  clerk  hire 
in  tne  courts,  as  follows: 

Supreme  Judicial  Court,  $165. 

Approved  and  ordered  paid. 

ADDITIONAL  RAILROAD  LOCATION. 

Aid.  Carroll  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Railroads: 

The  Committee  on  Railroads,  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  petition  of  the  South  Boston 
Railroad  Company  for  a  location  in  A  and  Con- 
gress streets,  having  considered  the  subject,  re- 
spectfully recommend  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing order : 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  rights  here- 
tofore granted  the  South  Boston  Railroad  Com- 
pany to  lay  down  tracks  in  the  streets  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  said  company  shall  have  the 
right  to  lay  down  double  tracks,  connecting 
with  its  tracks  in  Broadway  at  A  street,  and 
extending  through  &  street  and  Congress  street 
to  Postoffice  square,  with  all  necessary  connec- 
tions therefor,  said  tracks  and  turnouts  being 
shown  by  red  lines  on  a  plan  made  by  Daniel 
Coolidge,  dated  May  2,  1887,  and  deposited  in  the 
office  of  the  superintendent  of  streets. 

[Appended  to  the  foregoing  were  the  usual 
printed  conditions.] 

Report  accented ;  order  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

BRIDGES. 

Aid.  Sullivan  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Bridges,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  order  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Bridge's  to  procure  a  horse  to  work  the  draw 
of  Chelsea  bridge  (south),  having  considered 
the  subject,  respectfully  report  that  the  order 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted,  and  said  order  passed.  Sent 
down. 

Report  on  the  order  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Bridges  to  provide  suitable  gates  at  each  side  of 
the  draw  of  the  Mount  Washington  Avenue 
bridge,  recommending  the  passage  of  the  order 
in  the  following  new  draft: 

Ordered,  .That  the  Superintendent  of  Bridges 
be  authorized  to  provide  suitable  gates  at  each 
side  of  the  draw  of  the  following  named  bridges, 
at  an  expense  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  §2500, 
namely:  Mount  Washington  Avenue  bridge. 
Congress-street  bridge,  Chelsea  bridge  (north). 
Meridian-street  bridge  and  Maiden  bridge. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  on 
motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan. 

STEAM  engines. 

Aid.  Haynes  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Steam  Engines,  recommending  that 
licenses  be  granted  as  follows: 

E.  W.  Murray,  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary 
steam  engine  of  12-horse  power  at  16  Stanhope 
street. 

E.  Barber,  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  steam 
engine  of  two-horse  power  at  473  West  Broad- 
way. 

Isabella  F.  Ricker,  to  erect  and  use  a  station- 
ary steam  engine  of  60-horse  power  at  Arlington 
avenue,  Charlestown  District. 

C.  F.  Libbie,  Jr.,  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary 
steam  engine  of  four-horse  power  at  11  Hayward 
place. 

Thomas  J.  Lyons,  to  locato  and  use  a  steam 
boiler  of  35-horse  power  for  heating  purposes  at 
46  and  48  Chauncy  street. 

The  question  was  on  the  acceptance  of  the  re- 
ports. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  would  inquire  if  these 
have  ever  been  before  the  committee? 

Aid.  Haynes— I  would  say  that  early  in  the 
session  the  committee  met,  and  having  so  much 
business  on  their  hands,  they  gave  me  sole 
charge  of  matters  coming  before  the  commit- 
tee, and  I  have  been  obliged  to  make  the  report 
on  all  matters  ever  since.  The  other  gentlemen 
seem  to  have  taken  themselves  out  of  service, 
and  I  think,  if  there  were  any  compensation  at- 
tached to  the  position,  and  anything  could  be 
deducted  from  their  salary,  that  it  should  be 
done. 

The  reports  were  accepted. 

THE  OFFICIAL   REPORT. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Printing  respectfully  re- 
port that  in  pursuance  of  the  order  of  the  City 


Council,  passed  July  13,  1887,  they  have  execu- 
ted contracts  with  W.  O.  Robson  and  the  Boston 
Traveller  Company,  respectively,  for  reporting 
and  publishing  the  proceedings  of  the  City 
Council  for  the  ensuing  year.  Prior  to  execu- 
ting such  contracts  they  obtained  the  accom- 
panying opinion  of  the  city  solicitor,  which  is 
respectfully  submitted  for  the  information  of 
the  City  Council: 

Office  of  the  Clerk  of  Committees.  ) 
City  of  Boston, 

City  Hall,  Aug.  2,  18S7.     ) 
To  Andrew  J.  Bailey,  City  Solicitor. 

Dear  sir, — The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Printing  desires  your  opinion  as  to  whether  the 
said  committee  are  legally  empowered  to  ex- 
ecute a  contract  for  the  publication  of  the  City 
Council  proceedings,  for  the  ensuing  year,  after 
having-  been  authorized  so  to  do  Dy  the  City 
Council?  The  chairman  will  be  pleased  to  re- 
ceive your  reply,  if  convenient,  in  season  for 
the  meeting  of  the  committee  on  Thursday 
next.  very  respectfully  yours. 

James  L.  Hillard, 

Clerk  of  Committees. 

The  Committee  on  Printing  can  execute  a 
contract  in  accordance  with  the  vote  approved 
by  the  mayor  July  13,  1887,  relating  to  printing 
the  proceedings  of  the  City  Council,  and  said 
contract  will  not  require  approval  by  the  mayor. 
A.  J.  Bailey.  City  Solicitor. 

Report  accepted,  and  on  motion  of  Aid.  N.  G. 
Smith  the  opinion  of  the  city  solicitor  was  or- 
dered printed  and  placed  on  file. 

FANEUIL  HALL, 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall,  etc.,  upon  the  pe- 
tition of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  for  the  use 
of  Faneuil  Hall  Thursday  evening,  Oct.  27,  to 
celebrate  the  anniversary  of  the  order— recom- 
mending that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

Report  accepted,  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

stables. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health  (Aid.),  recommending  that 
leave  be  granted,  upon  the  usual  conditions,  to 
occupy  stables  as  follows; 

George  Curtis,  proposed  wooden,  four  horses. 
Dorr  street,  Ward  20. 

James  F.  Kelley,  wooden,  two  cows  and  one 
horse,  Western  avenue,  Ward  25. 

T.  W.  Howe,  old  wooden,  eight  horses,  4  Kem- 
ble  street.  Ward  20. 

Frank  B.  Cordingley,  proposed  wooden,  two 
horses,  Hyde  Park  avenue;  Ward  23. 

Harvard  College,  proposed  wooden  one  cow 
and  one  horse,  near  Laurel  street.  Ward  24. 

Paving  Department  city  of  Boston,  proposed 
wooden,  20  horses.  Chestnut  Hill  avenue.  Ward 
25. 

George  E.  Fanner,  proposed  wooden,  five 
horses,  41  South  Eden  street,  Ward  4. 

William  R.  Clark,  proposed  wooden,  10  cows 
and  two  horses,  Hamilton  avenue,  corner  Bow- 
doin  street,  Ward  24. 

Thomas  H.  Lynch,  old  wooden,  four  horses, 
Kemble  street,  in  rear,  Ward  20. 

Henry  C.  Curtis,  proposed  wooden,  five  horses. 
Craw  foid  street,  rear  of  corner  Humboldt  ave- 
nue, Ward  21, 

G.  F.  Damon,  proposed  wooden,  one  horse. 
Pope  street,  Ward  1. 

Reports  accepted;  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

Report — That  the  petition  of  Philip  Sendell, 
for  leave  to  occupy  an  old  wooden  building  for 
one  horse  at  24  Newbern  street.  Ward  19,  has 
been  withdrawn  at  the  request  of  said  peti- 
tioner. 

Ai-cepted. 

Report,  recommending  that  the  petitioner 
have  leave  to  withdraw  upon  the  following  pe- 
tition ; 

John  A.  Sanborn,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  pro- 
posed brick  building  for  10  horses,  at  132  Mod- 
ford  street,  Ward  3. 

Accepted. 

Report  recommending  that  leave  ho  granted 
for  one  horse,  on  the  usual  conditions,  upon  the 
petition  of  John  Lambert  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
proposed  wooden  building  for  two  horses  on 
rear  305  Bennington  street.  Ward  1— Stating  that 
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the  change  in  number  of  horses  allowed  was 
made  by  request  of  petitioner. 

Accepted,  and  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

FINANCE   REPORTS. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Finance : 

Report  on  the  order  to  pay  Frank  Jones  &  Son 
the  sum  of  S500  for  extra  work  and  expense  in- 
curred on  their  contract  for  mason  work  on  the 
primary  schoolhouse,  Harrison  avenue — Recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following  order  to 
provide  the  means  by  transfer  from  the  reserved 
fund : 

Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  be  authorized 
transfer  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  from 
the  reserved  fund  to  the  appropriation  for  pri- 
mary schoolhouse,  Harrison  avenue. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule— yeas  10,  nays  0.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  request  of  the  trustees  of  Mt. 
Hope  Cemetery,  transmitted  by  His  Honor  the 
Mayor,  for  an  appropriation  of  $8000  to  purchase 
a  gravel  bank  on  Berry  street— That  no  further 
action  is  necessary  as  the  appropriation  has  al- 
ready been  made. 

Report  accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  order  for  the  city  auditor  to  re- 
port any  balances  of  appropriations  unexpended 
that  can  be  transferred  to  the  reserved  fund- 
That  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Accepted  and  said  order  passed.     Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  order  for  the  superintendent  of 
public  buildings  to  provide  a  syslem  of  drain- 
age for  Faneuil-Hall  Market— Recommending 
reference  of  the  order  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings. 

Report  accepted,  and  said  reference  ordered. 
Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  order  for  the  superintendent  of 
public  buildings  to  repair  the  City  Hall  elevator 
—That  the  order  ought  to  pass  in  concurrence 
with  the  Common  Council. 

Report  accepted,  and  said  order  passed  in  con- 
currence. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following  from 
the  committee  on  paving  (aid.): 

Reports  and  orders  for  the  construction  of 
brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  the  following  estates : 

Jaim  Nugent,  82  Roxbury  street. 

Julia  F  Streeter,  104  Roxbury  street. 

Laban  Pratt,  Walnut  street  corner  Franklin 
treet.  Ward  24. 

Thomas  J.  Hanlon,  87  Howard  avenue. 

Mary  R.  Ripley,  83  Howard  avenue. 

Mary  L.  Rose.  23  Hartford  street. 

James  Collins  and  others,  834-842  inclusive, 
Broadway. 

For  edgestones  and  brick  sidewalks  in  front 
of  estates  as  follows : 

A  Knowlton.  230  Huntington  avenue. 

Johnston  and  Potter,  southwest  corner  St. 
Botolph  and  Cumberland  streets. 

O  H.  Drisko  and  Son.  228  Huntington  avenue. 

O.  H.  Drisko  and  Son,  211  West  Chester  park. 

Alice  G.  Folsome.  Boston  street.corner  Orchard 
place,  Dorchester. 

Peter  Graffam,  278-285,  inclusive,  West  Ches- 
ter park. 

Edwin  B.  Home,  southwest  corner  Hunting- 
ton avenue  and  West  Newton  street. 

Edwin  B.  Home,  136  and  138  Huntington  ave- 
nue. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  sus- 
pension of  the  rule : 

Report  recommending  that  a  permit  be 
granted  John  J.  Ahem  to  move  a  wooden  build- 
ing from  Forest  street.  Ward  20,  to  Reding 
street,  Ward  20. 

Report  accepted,  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

Report  and  order— That  the  superintendent  of 
streets  be  directed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones 
and  pave  the  sidewalk  with  brick  in  front  of 
estate  of  A.  J.  Brown,  trustee,  westerly  side  of 
Dana  street,  Roxbury,  and  to  report  to  this  board 
a  schedule  of  the  cost  thereof. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Reports  and  orders  granting  permits  on  the 
usual  conditions  as  follows : 

To  the  trustees  of  Boston  University,  to  con- 
struct and  maintain  a  coal  hole  in  front  of  es- 
tate No.  70  and  72  Mt.  Vernon  street. 

To  the  Boylston  Market  Association,  to  con- 
struct and  maintain   an   excavation   on  their 


estate  corner  of  Washington  and  Boylston 
streets. 

To  A.  J.  Robinson,  to  put  an  iron  pipe  under 
and  across  Centre  street,  near  Lagrange  street, 
for  the  purpose  of  conveying  water. 

Reports  accepted;  orders  passed  under  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

A  schedule  was  submitted  from  the  superin- 
tendent of  streets  of  the  cost  of  furnishing  and 
paving  sidewalks  in  front  of  sundry  estates. 
with  order  that  the  persons  named  in  the  said 
schedule  be  charged  and  assessed  with  one-half 
the  sum  set  to  their  respective  names,  as  their 
proportional  part  of  the  cost  thereof. 

Order  passed. 

Order,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets  be 
requested  to  pave  Taylor  street  with  asphalt, 
between  Dwight  street  and  Milford  street,  the 
expense  attending  the  same  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  paving. 

Order,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets  be 
authorized  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  on  the 
westerly  comer  of  Tremont  and  Heath  streets, 
one  half  the  cost  of  same  to  be  assessed  on  the 
owners  of  abutting  estates. 

Order,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets  be 
authorized  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  on 
East  Fifth  street,  between  N  and  O  streets,  one 
half  the  cost  of  same  to  be  assessed  on  the  own- 
ers of  abutting  estates. 

Order,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets  be 
authorized  to  repave  Lyman  street,  from  Stam- 
ford to  Leverett  streets,  with  granite  blocks. 

Orders  severally  passed  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule. 

Order,  That  the  order  granting  a  license  to 
the  F.  P.  Robinson  Company  to  construct  and 
maintain  an  iron  pipe  under  and  across  Centre 
street  be  rescinded. 

Passed. 

PAYMENT  OF  BILLS. 

Aid.  Maguire  offered  an  order— That  the  city 
auditor  be  authorized  to  allow  for  payment  the 
bill  of  J.  Tyler  Hicks,  amounting  to  §85,  and  the 
bill  of  Beckman  &  Punchard,  amounting  to 
§153.05,  for  refreshments  furnished  to  members 
of  the  City  Council  and  invited  guests,  on  the 
17th  of  June  and  4th  of  July,  respectively,  and 
charge  the  same  to  the  contingent  fund  of  joint 
committees. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Contingent  Ex- 
penses. 

HARVARD  BRIDGE. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  offered  an  order— That  the 
city  engineer  be  allowed  to  act  as  engineer  for 
the  commissioners  on  building  the  Harvard 
bridge,  and  to  receive  such  compensation  as  the 
commissioners  may  deem  advisable. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

ALTERATION    OF    CROSSING    AND     APPROACHES. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an  order— That  His 
Honor  the  Mayor  petition  the  Legislature  for 
authority  to  make  an  alteration  of  a  crossing 
and  the  approaches  to  the  crossing  of  Cambridge 
street  and  the  Boston  &  Albany  railroad 
(Brighton  District)  such  alteration  to  be  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  order  of  the  Railroad  Com- 
missioners, dated  July  G,  1887,  and  substantially 
as  shown  on  a  plan  made  by  the  city  engineer, 
dated  May  9,  1887,  and  on  file  in  his  office. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule.  Sent 
down. 

In  connection  with  the  above  Aid.  Sullivan 
also  offered  an  order— That  the  city  engineer, 
under  the  direction  of  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  be 
and  hereby  is  authorized,  when  the  necessary 
legislation  is  obtained,  to  make  an  alteration  of 
the  crossing  and  the  approaches  to  the  crossing 
of  Cambridge  street  and  the  Boston  &  Albany 
railroad  (Brighton  District),  such  alteration  to 
be  in  accordance  with  the  order  of  the  Railroad 
Commissioners,  dated  July  6,  1887,  and  substan- 
tially the  same  as  shown  on  a  plan  made  by  the 
city  engineer,  dated  May  9.  1887,  and  on  file  in 
his  office. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

FILLING  OF  BEACON  STREET. 

The  Chairman  offered  an  order— That  the 
superintendent  of  streets  be  directed  to  com- 
plete the  filling  of  Beacon  street,  the  expense 
thus  incurred  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  paving. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Aid.  C.  W.  Smith,  at 
5.35  P.M 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Monday.  Aug,  22,  1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men at  4  o'clock  P.M.,  Aid.  Donovan  chair- 
man, presiding.  Absent  Aid.  Bromwich  and 
Oapen. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Haynes  the  reading  of 
the  record  of  the  last  meeting  was  dispensed 
with. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Forty  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  Sep- 
tember term  of  the  Superior  Criminal  Court. 

HEARINGS  ON   ORDERS   OF  NOTICE. 

1.  On  petition  of  W.  O.  Tuttle,  for  license  to 
erect  and  use  a  stationary  engine  of  one-horse 
power  at  168  and  170  Oliver  street. 

2.  On  petition  of  S.  H.  Cochran,  for  license  to 
erect  and  use  a  stationary  engine  of  two- horse 
power  at  2  Central  wharf. 

3.  On  petition  of  Free  Press  Newspaper  Co., 
for  license  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  engine 
of  4-horse  power  at  129  London  street,  East  Bos- 
ton, 

4.  On  petition  of  L.  F.  Babcock,  for  license  to 
erect  and  use  a  stationary  engine  of  7-horse 
power  at  Arlington  street,  Brighton. 

5.  On  petition  of  Benjamin  Rose,  for  license 
to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  engine  of  15-horse 
power  at  Cedar  street,  Dorchester. 

No  objections.  Petitions  severally  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines,  etc. 

6.  On  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Beach  street,  Federal  street,  and  Mt.  Washing- 
ton avenue. 

No  objections.  Recommitted  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Sewers  (Aid.) 

7.  On  petition  of  Albert  Bowker,  for  an  assess- 
ment of  damages  for  land  taken  by  the  Boston 
&  Albany  RR.  in  East  Boston  for  railroad  pur- 
poses. 

Laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of  Aid.  McLaugh- 
lin. 

Stony  Brook, 

8.  On  proposed  taking  of  land  for  a  new  chan- 
nel for  Stony  brook. 

Mr.  Burkhardt  and  Mr.  Nathan  appeared  to 
remonstrate  against  the  proposed  taking.  Mr. 
Burkhardt,  representing  the  Burkhardt  heirs, 
stated  that  it  would  be  an  injury  to  a  sta- 
ble he  had  built,  and  would  probably  take 
away  one-quarter  of  his  spare  area  for  stowing 
teams.  Mr.  Nathan  stated  that  it  would  be  an 
inconvenience  to  certain  tenants  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. 

No  other  parties  desiring  to  objeet,  the  subject 
was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 
(Aid.) 

Later  iu  the  session  the  committee  report- 
ed, recommending  the  passage  of  an  order  of 
taking  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  whereas  by  Chap.  428  of  the 
Acts  of  the  Legislature  of  the  year  1887,  the  City 
of  Boston  was  authorized,  for  the  purpose  of 
preventing  the  overflow  of  Stony  Brook  between 
the  Tremont-street  crossing  of  the  Boston  & 
Providence  railroad  and  the  Back  Bay  Park  of 
the  City  of  Boston,  to  alter  the  course  of,  and 
make  a  new  channel  for  said  brook  from  a  point 
near  said  crossing  to  said  park  and  to  take  land 
therefor;  and, 

Whereas  said  city,  by  its  City  Council,  has 
determined,  in  pursuance  of  the  authority 
granted  by  said,  act,  to  establish  a  new 
location  for  said  brook  betwen  the  points 
above  mentioned  as  shown  on  a  plan  on  file 
in  the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers, 
and  for  that  purpose  to  take  the  necessary 
land;  and, 

Whereas  due  notice  has  been  given  to  all  par- 
ties interested  ; 

Now,  therefore,  for  the  purpose  of  altering  the 
course  of,  and  constructing  a  new  channel  for 
said  brook,  and  in  accordance  with  said  Chap. 


428  of  the  Acts  of  the  year  1887,  the 
City  of  Boston,  by  its  City  Council,  does 
hereby  take  the  following-described  parcels  of 
land,  as  shown  on  the  plan  above  referred  to, 
viz. : 

From  the  Boston  Belting  Company,  a  parcel 
of  land  bounded  and  described  as  follows,  viz. : 
Beginning  at  the  most  northwardly  corner  of 
saidBeltmgCompany's  land;  thence  southwest- 
erly by  land  of  the  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad 
Company  about  135.0jf  eet :  thence  turning  and 
running  southeasterly  by  land  of  said  Belting 
Company  about  8G.0  feet;  thence  turning  ana 
running  northeasterly  by  said  Belting  Com- 
pany's land  about  135.60  feet,  to  land  of  the 
trustees  of  Roxbury  Grammar  School ;  thence 
turning  and  running  northwesterly  by  land  of 
said  trustees  about  86.0  feet,  to  the  point  of  be- 
ginning: containing  11.640  square  feet,  more  or 
less. 

From  the  trustees  of  Roxbury  Grammar 
School,  owners  in  fee,  and  from  Henry  Pfaff, 
lessee,  a  parcel  of  land  bounded  and  described 
as  follows,  viz. :  Beginning  at  the  most  west- 
wardly  corner  of  said  land ;  thence  running 
southeasterly  by  land  of  the  Boston  Belting 
Company  about  23.93  feet ;  thence  in  a  northerly 
direction,  on  land  of  said  trustees,  bv  a  curved 
line  parallel  with  and  14  feet  easterly  from  the 
centre  line  of  the  proposed  new  channel 
for  said  brook  98.58  feet,  to  land  of 
the  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  Com- 
pany; thence  southwesterly  by  land  of 
said  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  Company, 
about  97.25  feet  to  the  point  of  beginning; 
containing  1592  square  feet  of  land,  more  or 
less. 

From  the  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  Com- 
pany a  parcel  of  land  bounded  and  described  as 
follows :  Beginning  at  a  point  on  the  easterly 
line  of  location  of  said  railroad  company,  at  the 
intersection  of  the  southerly  line  of  land  belong- 
ing to  the  trustees  of  Roxbury  Grammar  School ; 
thence  running  northeasterly  by  land  of  said 
trustees  about  97.25  feet ;  thence  by  a  succession 
of  curved  lines  in  a  northerly  and  northeasterly 
direction,  parallel  with  and  14  feet  easterly  from 
the  centre  line  of  the  proposed  new  channel  for 
said  brook,  about  23.20  feet,  115.42  feet,  346.80  feet, 
and  93.83  feet,  to  the  southerly  side  of  Tremont 
street ;  thence  westerly  by  Tremont  street  about 
29.00  feet ;  thence  turning  and  running  in  a  south- 
westerly and  southerly  direction  by  a  succession 
of  curved  lines  parallel  with  and  14  feet  wester- 
ly from  the  centre  line  of  said  proposed  new 
channel,  79.49  feet,  349.27  feet,  133.75  feet  and 
107.17  feet ;  thence  turning  and  running  easterly 
about  4.0  feet  to  the  point  of  beginning;  being  a 
strip  of  land  28.0  feet  in  width,  containing  17,650 
square  feet,  more  or  less. 

Also,  a  strip  of  land  25  feet  in  width,  bounded 
and  described  as  follows,  viz. :  Beginning  at  a 
point  in  the  northerly  line  of  Tremont  street  at 
the  southwesterly  corner  of  said  Boston  &  Provi- 
dence Railroad  Company's  land ;  thence  running 
easterly  on  said  Tremont  street  about  25.13  feet ; 
thence  northeasterly  by  said  railroad  com- 
pany's land  about  102.19  feet  to  land  of  Gottlieb 
F.  Burkhardt  heirs ;  thence  westerly  by  land  of 
said  Burkhardt  heirs  about  25.22  feet;  thence 
southwesterly  by  land  of  said  railroad  company 
about  101.57  feet  to  the  point  of  beginning,  con- 
taining 2548  square  feet,  more  or  less. 

From  Gottlieb  F.  Burkhardt  heirs.:  a  parcel 
of  land  bounded  and  described  as  follows,  viz. : 
Beginning  at  a  point  in  the  line  between  land  of 
the  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  Company  and 
land  of  said  Burkhardt  heirs  at  the  northeast- 
erly corner  of  the  parcel  of  land  last  described, 
and  running  thence  northeasterly  by  land  of 
said  Burkhardt  heirs  about  278.93  feet ;  thence  in 
the  same  direction  by  a  curved  line  parallel 
with  and  12.5  feet  easterly  from  the  centre  line 
of  said  proposed  new  channel  about  20.99  feet  to 
the  southerly  line  of  Station  street;  thence 
northwesterly  by  Station  street  about  25.33  feet; 
thence  southwesterly  by  land  of  Burkhardt 
heirs  by  a  curved  line  parallel  with  and  12.5  feet 
westerly  from  the  centre  line  of  said  proposed 
new  channel  about  28.13  feet;  thence  southwest- 
erly by  a  straight  line  about  222.12  feet  to  land  of 
R.  H.  Tompson;  thence  runningsoutheasterly  by 
land  of  said  Tompson  about  12.25  feet;  thence 
running  southwesterly  by  the  same  about  27.57 
feet ;  thence  southwesterly  by  land  of  Burk- 
hardt heirs,  about  29.70  feet  to  land  of  the  Bos- 
ton &  Providence  Railroad  Company;  thence 
easterly  by   land  of  said    railroad    company 
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about  25.22  feet  to  the  point  of  beginning,  con- 
taining 7-Jijo  square  feet,  more  or  less. 

From  R.  H.  Touipson  a  triangular  parcel  of 
land,  bounded  and  described  as  follows,  viz. : 
Beginning  at  tlie  most  easterly  corner  of  said 
Tompson  land  ;  thence  northwesterly  on  land  of 
Burkhardt  heirs,  about  12.25 feet;  thence  south- 
westerly by  land  of  Tompson,  about  30.33  feet ; 
and  then  northeasterly  by  land  of  Burkhardt 
heirs,  about  27.57  feet,  containing  169 square  feet, 
more  or  less. 

From  Gottlieb  T.  Burkhardt  heirs  a  parcel  of 
land,  bounded  and  described  as  follows,  viz. : 
Beginning  at  a  point  in  the  westerly  line  of 
Halleck  street,  distant  about  12.0  feet  from  the 
southerly  line  of  Prentiss  street;  thence  by  land 
of  Burkhardt  by  a  curved  line  parallel  with  and 
14.0  feet  easterly  from  the  centre  line,  of  the 
proposed  new  channel  of  said  brook,  about  15.24 
feet  to  the  southerly  line  of  Prentiss  street ; 
thence  westerly  by  Prentiss  street,  about 
49.66  feet;  thence  by  land  of  Burkhardt 
heirs  by  a  curved  line  parallel  with  and 
14.0  feet  westerly  from  said  centre  line  about 
88.26  feet  to  the  westerly  line  of  Halleck  street; 
thence  northeasterly  by  Halleck  street  54.40 
feet  to  the  point  of  beginning,  containing  1304 
square  feet  more  or  less. 

From  E.  Nathan,  a  triangular  parcel  of  land 
bounded  and  described  as  follows,  viz.:  begin- 
ning at  the  northerly  corner  of  Prentiss  and 
Parker  streets;  thence  easterly  on  Prentiss 
street  about  61.33  feet ;  thence  by  a  curved  line 
parallel  with  and  18.5  feet  easterly  from  the 
centre  line  of  said  proposed  new  channel  about 
83.91  feet:  to  the  easterly  line  of  Parker 
itreet ;  thence  by  said  Parker  street  about  51.52 
feet  to  the  point  of  beginning,  containing  1005.0 
square  feet,  more  or  less, 

Order  of  taking  passed,  under  suspension  of 
the  rule.    Sent  down. 

DESECRATION  OF  TOMES. 

The  following  was  received : 

Executive  Department,  1 
Aug.  22.  18S7.  J 

To  the  Honourable  the  City  Council. 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from 
John  Ward  Dean,  together  with  a  letter  from 
W.  F.  Mclntire,  complaining  of  the  desecration 
of  tombs  in  the  burial  ground  at  the  corner  of 
Eustis  and  Washington  streets, Roxbury  District. 
I  recommend  that  the  letters  be  referred  to  the 
Board  of  Health,  who  have  charge  of  our  burial 
grounds. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Hugh  O'Brien, 

Mayor. 
New  England  Historic-Genealogical  ) 
Society,  Aug.  22, 1887.  j 

His  Honor  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  sir.— I  have  this  morning  received  the 
letter  which  1  enclose  herewith.  From  what  I 
know  of  your  interest  in  the  historic  men  and 
memorials  of  Boston,  I  am  confident  that  it  is 
only  necessary  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
matter  to  have  the  outrage  stopped,  and  the 
tombs  restored  to  the  condition  they  were  in 
before  the  desecration. 

Neither  this  society  nor  the  directors  meet 
before  next  month  :  but  even  if  they  met  earlier 
I  should  hesitate  to  make  a  public  demonstra- 
tion before  other  means  are  tried. 

Governor  Thomas  Dudley  and  Governor  Jo- 
seph Dudley  were  honored  governors  of  Massa- 
chusetts. The  former  is  an  ancestor  of  Hon. 
Robert  C.Winthrop,  Dr.  Oliver  Wenuell  Holmes, 
Rev.  Dr.  Phillips  Brooks,  and  the  late  Wendell 
Phillips,  and  a  host  of  other  eminent  men 
that  could  be  named,  in  every  part  of  this 
country. 

Yours  respectfully, 

John  Ward  Dean. 
Boston,  Aug.  19,  1887. 
Mr.  John  Ward  Dean. 

Dear  sir,— I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
state  of  things  in  the  burial  ground  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Eustis  and  Washington  streets.  About 
three  weeks  ago  I  addressed  a  letter  to  the  sec- 
retary of  the  New  England  Historic  and  Ge- 
nealogical Society,  to  see  if  the  society  would 
not  take  some  steps  to  prevent  the  desecration 
that  is  going  on  in  that  cemetery,  but  as  I  have 
heard  nothing  from  it,  I  suppose  it  has  not 
reached  him.  This  burial  ground  is  enclosed 
on  the  street  sides  by  a  high  granite  wall,  which 
prevents  these  passing,  and  also  the  police,  from 


seeing  within.  But  along  the  back  sides  en- 
trance can  be  made  through  the  windows  of  a 
shop  on  Nawn  street.  This  street  and  the  neigh- 
boring part  of  Harrison  avenue  is  occupied  by  a 
very  low  class,  and  they  make  free  to  enter  and 
desecrate  the  ground  at  their  pleasure.  Some  of 
the  grave-stones  are  very  old  and  invaluable 
to  those  interested  in  the  early  history  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, I  found  many  of  them  daubed  with 
paint,  broken  and  torn  up,  and  scattered  about. 
I  found  unmistakable  evidence  on  one  of  them, 
at  least,  that  it  had  been  wantonly  battered  by 
other  stones,  One  of  the  tombs  has  had  the 
earth  washed  away  and  part  of  the  brick  work 
fallen  in,  so  that  cats  and  other  animals  make 
an  entrance  to  the  vault.  The  public  health 
alone  demands  that  this  should  be  seen  to.  The 
Dudley  tomb,  in  which  lie  two  of  the  colonial 
governors,  besides  other  officers  of  those  days, 
has  had  its  slab  thrown  off,  a  piece  of  mischief 
that  must  have  required  considerable  force,  as 
it  is  very  heavy.  There  is  also  another  tomb 
whose  slab  has  been  removed  and  broken,  and 
the  whole  state  of  the  place  is  one  of  neglect 
and  decay.  Anyone  so  disposed  might,  in  a 
hour's  time,  do  such  damage  as  can  never  be 
repaired.  Now  it  seems  to.  me  that  a  society 
like  yours,  having  influence  enough,  could 
easily  induce  the  city  authorities  to  prevent  its 
destruction,  and  I  should  think  it  would  lie 
within  your  objects,  for  the  records  on  these 
stones  must  be  of  great  value  to  history  and 
genealogy. 

I  remains  yours,  etc., 

W.  F.  McIntire, 

274  Dudley  street. 
Communication  and   letters  referred  to   the 
Board  of  Health,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Allen. 

STATUE  OF    LIEF  ERICSON. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston,         ) 
Executive  Department,  [ 
Aug.  22,    1887.    ) 
To  the  Honorable,  the  City  Council. 

I  forward1  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
city  engineer  concerning  the  foundation  for 
the  statue  of  Lief  Ericson,  and  recommend 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Common. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Hugh  O'Brien, 

Mayor. 
Office  of  City  Engineer,  City  Hall,  1 
Boston,  Aug.  20,  1887.     ( 
Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien.  Mayor. 

Dear  sir,— In  accordance  with  a  vote  of  the 
City  Council,  approved  May  23,  18S7,  the  founda- 
tion has  been  built  and  the  pedestal  set  thereon 
for  the  statue  of  Lief  Ericson. 

Yours  respectfully, 

William  Jackson, 

City  Engineer. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Common,  etc. 

OLD  COURT    RECORDS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston,  ) 

Executive  Department,  } 

Aug.  22,  18S7.  ) 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen.— I  transmit  herewith  a  letter  from 
Mr.  David  l'ulsifer,  giving  to  the  city  of  Boston 
a  volume  of  old  court  records;  and  also  a  com- 
munication from  the  clerk  of  the  Supremo 
Judicial  Court,  asking  that  the  book  may  be 
given  to  them,  as  being  a  portion  of  their  rec- 
ords and  necessary  to  complete  them.  1  recom- 
mend that  appropriate  action  be  taken,  both  by 
acknowledging  the  gilt  and  by  complying  with 
thelrequest  of  Clerk  Noble. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Hugh  O'Brien, 

Mayor. 
Boston,  Jan.  30,  1886. 
Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Dear  sir,— I  wish,  with  your  approval,  to  pre- 
sent to  the  city  of  Boston  a  volume  containing 
the  records  of  the  Court  of  Sessions  of  the 
County  of  Suffolk,  from  January,  1764,  to  No- 
vember, 1768,  sent  herewith. 

The  record  commences  as  follows : 
Suffolk,  ss.— Anno  Regiii  Regis  Georgii  Tertii 
Magnse     Britanniie     Francise     et     Hibernia) 
Quarto. 

At  a  Court  of  General    Sessions   of   the 
Peace,  begun  and  held  at  Boston  within  and 
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for  the  County  of  Suffolk,  on  the  first  Tues- 
day of  January,  being  the  third  day  of  said 
month,  Anno.  Dom.  1764. 

His  Majesty's  Justices  present,  viz. : 
Samuel  Welles,        1 
Samuel  Watts, 
Joshua  Wiuslow, 
Foster  Hutchinson, 
John  Ruddock, 
Eliphalet  Pond, 
Nath'l  Balston, 
John  Hill,  S-Esqrs. 

Joseph  Williams, 
Ebenezer  Miller, 
Belcher  Noyes, 
William  Story, 
Josiah  Newel, 
Will'm  Holden, 
John  Tudor, 

Grand  Jurors  present, 
Mr.  Ehen'r  Lowell, 
Jon'a  AVilliams, 
[and  23  others.] 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

David  Pulsifer. 

Office  of  | 

Clerk  of  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  [ 
Suffolk  County, 

Boston.  Mass..  Aug.  18, 1887,  J 
To  His  Honor  Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  mayor  of 

rJostoii. 

Dear  sir,— I  understand  that  a  volume  of  the 
Records  of  the  Court  of  Sessions  from  January, 
1704,  to  November,  1768.  has  lately  been  present- 
ed to  the  city  of  Boston  by  David  Pulsifer,  Esq. 
Would  it  not  be  well  that  its  custody  should  he 
transferred  to  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  and 
placed  among  its  records'?  Other  volumes  of 
the  records  of  that  court  are  now  here,  and  this 
volume  just  fills  a  gap  which  has  long  existed 
therein. 

I  make  this  as  a  suggestion,  and  if  it  should 
commend  itself  favorably  to  yourself  and  the 
city  government  I  should,  on  behalf  of  the 
court,  be  glad  to  receive  the  volume. and  place 
it  among  the  other  records  now  in  the  charge 
and  custody  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
1  remain, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obd't  serv't, 

John  Noble, 
Clerk  Sup.  Jud.  Court. 

Communication  and  letters  sent  down  on  mo- 
tion of  Aid.  Lee. 

In  connection  with  the  foregoing  Aid.  Lee 
offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil be  presented  to  David  Pulsifer,  Esq.,  for  his 
valuable  gift  to  the  city  of  a  manuscript  volume 
of  great  interest  as  a  portion  of  its  other  records, 
esteeming  it  peculiarly  fortunate  that  the  vol- 
ume came  into  the  hands  of  a  gentleman  so  well 
qualified  to  know  its  value  and  so  solicitous  tc 
preserve  it  for  the  public  benefit. 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  author- 
ized and  requested  to  deliver  to  the  clerk  of  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  the  volume  of  Court 
Records  from  1764  to  1768.  recently  given  to  the 
city  by  David  Pulsifer,  Esq.,  such  book  to  be 
preserved  with  the  other  records  in  the  charge 
of  said  clerk. 

Resolve  and  order  passed,  under  suspension  of 
the  rule.    Sent  down. 

OPENING  OF  STREETS  BY  CORPORATIONS  AND 
DEPARTMENTS. 

The  following  was  received : 

Executive  Department,  1 
Aug.  22,  1887.  ) 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Aldermen. 

I  trans  it  herewith  communications  from 
the  superintendent  of  streets,  the  superinten- 
dent of  sewers,  and  numerous  citizens  con- 
cerning the  recent  opening  of  various  streets  by 
private  corporations  and  by  city  departments. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 
Street  Department,  I 

City  Hall,  Boston,  Aug.  19,  1887.  I 
Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  communication  of 
the  15th  lust.,  I  beg  leave  to  say  that  the  num- 
erous companies  now  at  work  in  the  streets  are 
doing  their  work  as  well  as  such  work  can  be 
done;  the  inspection  is  sufficient  and  incom- 
petent hands;  every  request  of  this  department 
to  repair  has  been  immediately  attended  to  and 


all  the  companies  have  signified  their  willing- 
ness to  do  everything  necessary,  but  every  at- 
tention on  their  part  and  on  ours  will  not  keep 
our  streets  in  good  order  when  they  are  being 
dug  up  almost  daily. 

Assuming  that  all  the  pipes  now  laid  in  the 
streets  as  well  as  those  to  be  laid  are  needed  by 
the  public,  then  it  it  obvious  that,  under  the 
orders  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  it  is  the  duty 
of  this  department  to  issue  permits  (unless  for- 
bidden to  do  so  by  your  honor)  and  to  see  that  the 
street  is  restored  as  well  as  it  can  be.  But,  it 
must  be  remembered,  that  this  pipe  lay- 
ing is  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  light, 
heat,  water,  drainage,  or  something  to 
the  abutting  houses  —  and  the  pipes  laid 
across  the  street  to  each  and  every  house  with 
the  necessary  repairs  in  all  these  will,  for  a 
long  time  to  come,  keep  the  streets  in  very  bad 
order— and  yet  there  is  no  neglect  on  the  part 
of  anybody.  It  is  my  opinion  that  this  pipe 
laying  should  be  done  with  the  most  expedition 
possible,  that  will  not  interfere  with  general 
traffic,  as  this  is  the  slack  season  for  business, 
and  it  is  the  intention  of  this  department,  with 
your  honor's  approval,  to  issue  no  permits  after 
Nov.  1  until  April  1,  in  order  that  the  streets  in 
which  trenches  have  been  dug  may  be  made 
safe  for  the  winter.  The  network  of  pipes  under 
our  streets,  if  uncovered  and  exposed  to  full 
view,  would  be  a  surprise  to  most  people,  and 
everybody  would  think  that  to  bury  these  in  the 
ground  would  be  as  absurd  as  to  fill  in  the  inte- 
rior of  a  factory  with  earth,  leaving  the  ma- 
chinery to  work  in  pipes. 

In  fact,  the  only  remedy  is  to  build  subways, 
containing  all  these  conduits,  leaving  the  sur- 
face in  its  proper  condition. 

I  believe  it  to  be  detrimental  to  the  interests 
of  the  city  to  grant  without  compensation  to 
private  companies  the  right  to  occupy  the 
streets,  as  I  believe  the  streets  cannot  be  re- 
stored to  as  good  condition  as  before  opening. 
John  W.  McDonald, 

Supt.  of  Streets. 

Office  of  Superintendent  of  Sewers, 
City  Hall,  Room  44, 

Boston,  Aug.  22,  1887.  ] 
Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Dear  Sir,— In  answer  to  your  communication 
of  Aug.  17.  I  would  respectfully  submit  that  in 
general  every  additional  structure  placed  in 
our  streets  renders  the  repairing  of  existing 
sewers  and  the  building  of  new  ones  more  diffi- 
cult and  costly,  and  plans  should  be  submitted 
by  every  company  about  to  place  such  struc- 
tures in  the  streets  to  the  depaitments  having 
to  do  with  the  streets,  for  their  apptoval. 

In  regard  to  the  Boston  Heating  Company  I 
have  seen  no  plan  of  what  thev  proiose  to  do. 

In  Atlantic  avenue  their  conduit  is  laid  very 
close  to  a  common  sewer ;  in  that  location,  how- 
ever, the  foundation  is  very  good,  and  I  appre- 
hend no  danger.  At  the  point  where  the  heat- 
ing company's  conduit  crosses  the  sewer  in 
Atlantic  avenue  the  engineer  of  the  company 
has  submitted  a  plan  to  be  approved,  and  is  to 
build  subject  to  inspection  by  this  department, 
inspector  to  be  paid  by  the  company. 

In  Washington  street  the  sewer  is  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  street,  while  the  conduit  of  the  heat- 
ing company  is  on  the  side. 

The  company  are  bound  to  interfere  tempor- 
arily with  small  drains  and  catch  basins,  but 
these  they  replace  at  no  cost  to  the  city. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  greatest  trouble  is  to 
come  when  new  sewers  are  built  in  certain  sec- 
tions now  ineffectually  drained  by  old  and  de- 
fective sewers,  as  it  will  be  a  question  where  to 
locate  the  sewers  in  some  streets  already  crowd- 
ed. Yours  respectfully, 

Seth  Perkins, 
Supt.  of  Sewers. 

City  of  Boston,  ) 

City  Hall, 
Boston  Water  Board  Office,  Aug.  17,  '87. ) 
Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

In  regard  to  the  excavations  now  going  on  in 
certain  of  the  streets  of  the  city  for  the  laying 
of  pipes  for  heating  purposes,  the  Water  Board 
has  to  say  that  after  consultation  with  the  ciiy 
engineer  and  the  superintendent  of  the  eastern 
division,  measures  have  been  taken  for  the 
proper  inspection  of  the  work  so  far  as  it  relates 
to  any  contact  with  the  water  pipes  of  the  city. 
In  case  oi  any  direct  interference  with  our  pipes 
the  board  would  not  allow  a  change  in  its  pipes 
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unless  it  could  be  clearly  shown  that  it  would 
not  in  any  wav  prove  detrimental  to  the  water 
service ;  in  case  any  change  should  be  made  it 
would  be  at  the  expense  of  the  heating  com- 
pany. Yours,  very  truly, 

William  B.  Smart, 
Chairman  pro  tern. 
Boston,  Aug.  13, 18S7. 
Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir,— I  desire  to  enter  my  protest  against 
Broad  street  being  dug  up  in  front  of  my  ware- 
house by  the  Superheated  Water  Company  to 
the  extent  that  has  occurred  on  Atlantic  avenue. 
I  am  informed  that  merchants  in  that  locality 
have  suffered  serious  inconvenience  in  con- 
sequence. My  business  is  of  a  public  character 
(being  licensed  as  a  warehouseman  by  the  Com- 
monwealth), and  I  must  have  an  opportunity  to 
properly  serve  the  community  in  the  receipt 
and  delivery  of  goods.  It  would  be  a  damage 
and  injury  to  me  if  reasonable  opportunities  for 
handling  merchandise  were  interfered  with. 
Yours  truly. 

Frank  W.  Dallinger. 
Boston,  Aug.  13,  18S7. 
Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Dear  Sir,— Today  the  digging  up  of  Congress 
street  approaches  our  store,  and  if  continued  we 
shall  be  seriously  inconvenienced;  below  us 
those  in  charge  have  piled  up  earth  and  bricks 
on  the  sidewalk  and  prevented  the  discharging 
of  merchandise  from  and  into  stores. 

Is  there  not  some  way  that  this  can  be  pre- 
vented? Yours  respectfully, 

Thomas  O.  Richardson. 
Daniel  Lawrence  &  Sons, 
Only  Distillers  of  Medford  Rum,  ] 
Boston,  Aug.  13.  1SS7. 
To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir,— We  beg  to  protest  against  the  street 
being  dug  up  in  front  of  our  store  in  the  manner 
it  has  been  done  on  Atlantic  avenue,  and  the 
long  time  it  has  been  blockaded.  We  are 
obliged  to  have  free  access  to  our  warehouse 
for  the  transaction  of  our  business. 
Yours  very  respectfully, 

Daniel  Lawrence  &  Sons. 

Aid.  Carroll-  I  have  about  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  this  superheated  water  business 
should  be  stopped.  When  a  distiller  of  rum 
comes  out  and  says  he  doesn't  want  any  super- 
heated water  apparatus  in  our  streets,  it  is  time 
for  a  dealer  in  rum  to  at  least  object.  I  with- 
draw my  objections. 

Office  of  the 
Board   of  Fire  Commissioners,  ] 
City  Hall,  Boston,  Aug.  16, 1887. 
To  His  Honor  Mayor  Hugh  O'Brien. 

Sir,— In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the 
15th  inst  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  begs 
leave  to  state  that  in  their  opinion  the  danger- 
ous condition  of  Washington  street  and  Atlan- 
tic avenue,  occasioned  by  excavations,  would  be 
a  source  of  great  danger,  and  detrimental  to  the 
efficient  service  of  the  Fire  Department  in  case 
of  tire  in  those  locations. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

For  the  Board, 
Robert  G.  Fitch,  Chairman, 

Per  F.  AV.  S. 

The  Chairman  stated  that  there  was  also  an 
anonymous  communication. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  hope  that  no  anonymous 
communication  from  any  man  or  number  of 
men,  who  have  not  the  manhood  to  sign  their 
names,  will  be  read  before  this  Board.  I  move 
that  the  reading  of  the  anonymous  communica- 
tion be  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  the  read- 
ing of  the  anonymous  communication  was  car- 
ried. 

The  Chairman— What  is  the  pleasure  of  the 
Board? 

Aid.  Carroll— I  have,  during  the  past  week, 
been  absent  from  the  city,  but  during  my  ab- 
sence I  have  tried  to  read  everything  that  I 
possibly  could  in  relation  to  the  affairs  of  the 
city  of  Boston.  In  my  absence  I  have  ascer- 
certained,  from  reading  the  public  press,  enough 
to  know  that  there  is  at  least  a  difference  of 
opinion  between  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  those 
to  whom  we  have  given  permission  to  open  our 
streets.  I  have  not  been  home  long  enough  to 
examine  into  the  papers  and  see  whether  His 
Honor  the  Mayor  is  correct,  or  those  who  have 
had  the  permission  granted  them.  There  are 
many  assumptions  that  might  be  made  in  rela- 


tion to  both  sides  of  this  particular  question. 
It  is  to  me  a  surprise  to  find  that  the  granting 
of  a  location  to  any  particular  company  should 
cause  this  difference  of  opinion.  No  matter 
what  my  rights  are  or  what  my  differences 
may  be  with  His  Honor  the  Mayor  or  anybody 
else,  I  have  manhood  enough  to  stand 
here  and  say  that  it  is  surprising  to  me 
to  find  that,  in  the  history  ■  of  my  two 
years  in  this  Board  of  Aldermen,  this  is  the  first 
time  I  have  heard  these  complaints  entered 
into,  and  I  believe  personally  that  the  reasons 
for  complaint  have  been  just  as  great  in  the 
past  as  at  the  present  time.  I  may  be  charged 
tomorrow  morning,  Mi-.  Chairman,  with  being 
one  member  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  who  may 
differ  with  His  Honor  the  Mayor  simply  be- 
cause I  belong  to  the  party  which  he  belongs  to. 
I  am  proud  of  the  fact  of  belonging  to  the  party 
to  which  he  belongs,  but  I  have  manhood 
enough,  when  I  see  reason  to  find  fault  or  differ 
with  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  publicly  differ 
with  him,  whether  I  belong  to  the  party  which 
he  belongs  to  or  not,  and  I  am  responsible  then 
for  that  difference  to  the  citizens  of  Boston. 
Let  them  judge  whether  I  am  right  or 
whether  he  is  right.  I  think,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, you  will  bear  me  out  in  the  statement 
that  last  year  I  advocated  in  the  Board  charg- 
ing every  company  who  opened  up  our  streets, 
whether  started  for  railroad,  water,  electrical, 
superheated  water,  or  steam  purposes,  some- 
thing to  defray  the  expense  and  assist  the  tax- 
payers. I  have  not  changed  that  opinion,  and 
from  my  visits  to  other  cities  that  opinion  has 
been  strengthened.  If  it  is  in  order,  I  will  move 
the  reference  of  that  communication  to  a  special 
committee,  and  will  ask  the  chairman,  as  a 
special  favor,  not  to  put  me  upon  that  commit- 
tee. Let  us  have  the  opinions  and  the  thoughts 
of  different  parties,  and  let  us  ascertain  what 
will  reasonably  be  a  benefit  to  the  citizens  of 
Boston;  and  if  such  a  result  can  be  brought 
about  by  the  recommendations  of  a  special  com- 
mittee, then  wo  will  have  served  the  citizens 
to  some  purpose.  I  don't  think  it  is  right 
for  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  come  in  and 
guarantee  to  give  somebody  a  location  and 
then  have  His  Honor  the;Mayor  find  fault  witn 
that  location.  I  believe,  and  honestly  believe, 
that  the  parties  to  whom  we  have  granted 
the  right  to  dig  up  these  iStreets--the  Super- 
heated Water  Company— have  something  which 
will  be  a  benefit  to  the  citizens.  If  there  are 
some  few  inconvenienced,  the  many  are  bene- 
fited, and  that  means  law  and  order.  Benefit 
the  many  at  the  expense  of  the  few.  It  may  be 
said  that  that  is  not  true  doctrine,  but  to  my 
mind  that  is  the  only  proper  doctrine.  Mr. 
Chairman.  I  move  the  reference  of  the  matter  to 
a  special  committee  of  three  members  of  the 
Board. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  a  special  committee  of 
three  members  of  the  Board  was  carried,  and 
the  chairman  appointed  Aid.  N.  G.  Smith,  Car- 
roll and  Haynes  said  committee. 

Aid.  CARROLL  stated  that  under  no  possible 
circumstances  could  he  serve  on  the  committee, 
and  there  being  no  objection  the  chairman  ap- 
pointed Aid.  McLaughlin  in  his  place. 

PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee   on  Bridges— Chase  &  Co. 
and  others  that  waiting  rooms  be  provided  on- 
each  side  of  Congress-street  bridge  for  shelter 
wbilo  the  draw  is  open. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims— Michael  C. 
O'Hare,  for  compensation  for  personal  injuries 
received  through  the  alleged  negligence  of  an 
employee  of  the  city  on  Sept.  16.  18SU,  while  he 
was  in  the  employ  of  the  AVater  Department  on 
Beacon  street. 

Reference  reconsidered  later  in  the  session, 
on  motion  of  Aid.  C.  W.  Smith,  and  petition  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Water. 

S.  C.  Currier  &  Co.,  to  be  paid  $50  for  alleged 
damage  to  their  horse  from  a  defect  in  Congress 
street,  July  11),  1887. 

Patrick  Morris,  tor  compensation  lor  damages 
to  his  propertyat  5G1  K.  Eighth  street  by  the  cut- 
ting down  of  a  tree  adjoining  said  premises. 

Aliby  T.  Tower  and  others,  administratrix,  to 
be  paiil  868,80,  being  86  per  cent  of  assessment  on 
lot S74 Franklin  park  betterments, 

To  the  Committee  on  East  Huston  Ferries— 
1  (irectors  of  East  Boston  ferries,  for  leave  to  sell 
the  ferryboat  Lincoln,  and  that  the  net  proceeds 
be  credited  to  their  department. 
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To  the  Committee  on  Electric  Wires— Bos- 
ton Electric  Light  Company,  for  permission  to 
place  20  poles  on  West  Chester  park,  between 
Huntington  avenue  and  Beacon  street. 

Fire  Commissioners,  to  erect  fire  alarm  poles 
on  East  Second  street,  South  Boston. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving  {Aid.)— "William 
Donaldson,  for  brick  sidewalk,  No.  16  to  24  War- 
ren street. 

Ambrose  L.  Graves,  for  brick  sidewalk,  No.  18 
Cherry  street. 

Kate  M.  Walsh,  for  brick  sidewalk,  No.  10 
Sargent  street. 

Thomas  R.  White,  for  brick  sidewalk,  New- 
bury street. 

Boston  Wharf  Company,  for  brick  sidewalk, 
No.  33S  A  street,  South  Boston. 

Charles  D.  Burke,  for  brick  sidewalk,  No.  122 
Cedar  street.  Roxbury. 

Chadwick  &  Stillings,  for  "brick  sidewalk,  No. 
511-529  Beacon  street. 

J.  J.  Grace,  for  edgestone  and  brick  sidewalk, 
No.  19  Harrison-avenue  extension. 

A.  M.  Morton,  to  put  a  coal-hole  in  sidewalk 
in  front  of  estate  85  Friend  street. 

Chief  Marshal  Doherty,  for  the  right  of  way 
for  the  labor  parade  between  the  hours  of  7  and 
11  on  the  morning  of  Sept.  5,  and  that  certain 
street:,  be  set  apart  for  formation  of  said  pro- 
cession. 

A.  H.  Vina],  city  architect,  for  edgestones 
around  schoolhouse  lot,  corner  Dudley  and 
Langdon  streets. 

B.  B.  Whittemore,  for  edgestones  on  Melville 
avenue,  Dorchester. 

Charles  F.  Hill,  for  edgestones,  75-83  Franklin 
street.  Ward  25. 

Thomas  R.  White,  for  edgestons,  Newbury 
street. 

Ellen  R.  Laws,  for  edgestone  and  brick  side- 
walk. Wheatland  avenue. 

E.  Downing1,  for  edgestone  and  brick  sidewalk, 
158  Putnam  street,  East  Boston. 

Harry  H.  Bickford,  for  edgestone  and  brick 
sidewalk,  160  Putnam  street,  East  Boston. 

Arthur  Hunnewell,  for  edgestone  and  brick 
sidewalk,  northerly  corner  St.  James  avenue 
and  Exeter  street. 

Algernon  S.  Potter,  for  edgestone  and  brick 
sidewalk,  No.  23  St.  Charles  street. 

Albion  Knowlton,  for  edgestone  and  brick 
sidewalk,  Nos.  201-210  W.  Chester  Park. 

John  J.  Merrill,  for  edgestone  and  brick  side- 
walk, No.  341  Adams  street,  Dorchester. 

William  E.  AVhicher  and  others,  for  brick 
sidewalks  on  easterly  side  of  Dearborn  street, 
between  Dearborn  place  and  Dearborn-street 
Church. 

Maverick  Oil  Company,  to  lay  a  three-inch 
pipe  from  their  side  track  at  the  B.  &  A.  R.  R. 
in  East  Boston,  under  and  across  Chelsea  and 
Bremen  streets,  to  their  works  on  said  ohelsea 
street. 

Davis  Thayer,  Jr.,  to  excavate  the  sidewalk 
for  a  cellar  entrance  at  No.  926  Tremont  street. 

Edward  Seaver  and  others,  for  a  brick  side- 
walk on  the  easterly  side  of  Avon  place,  off 
Ruggles  street,  Ward  22. 

Michael  Freeman,  Jr.,  to  he  paid  for  damages 
to  his  estate  on  Shawmut  avenue,  between  Len- 
nox and  Arnold  streets,  by  the  filling  of  said 
avenue. 

Charles  F.  Curtis  and  others,  that  Florence 
street,  between  Hyde  Park  avenue  and  Bourne 
street,  be  graded  ana  put  in  order  for  travel. 

J.  B.  Kendall,  that  Newhury  street  be  graded 
between  West  Chester  park  and  Ipswich  street. 

Leopold  Morse  &  Co.  and  others,  that  Brattle 
square  be  paved  with  asphalt,  or  some  other 
noiseless  pavement. 

Peter  Graffam,  that  Falmouth  street,  between 
West  Chester  park  and  Dalton  street,  be  mac- 
adamized and  put  in  order  for  travel. 

To  the  Committee,  on  Faneuil  Hall,  etc. — James 
H.  Stark  and  others,  for  the  use  of  Faneuil 
Hall  on  Thursday  evening.Sept.  15,  fora  meeting 
to  discuss  the  naturalization  of  aliens. 

To  the  Committee  on  Department  for  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings— George  McQuesten  &  Co., 
to  build  a  wooden  building  on  Border  street, 
Ward  1. 

A.  Zeigler,  to  build  a  wooden  addition  on 
Pynchon  street,  81  rear,  Ward  21. 

To  the  Committee  on  Armories — Company  E, 
Ninth  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  Montgomery  Light 
Guards,  for  an  appropriation  to  repair  their 
armory. 

To  a  Special  Committee   consisting  of  Aid. 


C.  W.  Smith,  McLaughlin  and  Sullivan — New 
York  &  New  England  railroad,  for  leave  to  sell 
unclaimed  baggage. 

To  Committee  on  Steam  Engines,  etc.— Ross, 
Nutter  &  Seabury,  to  erect  and  use  one  steam 
boiler  on  Franklin  avenue,  near  Spring-street 
station,  Ward  23. 

Whittier  Machine  Company,  to  locate  and  use 
a  steam  boiler  of  75-horse  power,  for  power  and 
heating  purposes,  at  519-529  Wareham  street. 

Whittier  Machine  Company,  to  locate  and  use 
a  steam  boiler  of  45  horse-power  for  power  and 
heating  purposes  at  12-16  Temple  place. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police    {Aid.)— Wallace 

D.  Hooper  for  compensation  for  the  loss  of  fowls 
killed  by  dogs. 

Willis  C.  Hooper  to  be  compensated  for  the 
loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs. 

To  the  Committee  on  Railroads — Metropolitan 
Railroad  Company  for  double  tracks  in  North 
Charles  street,  between  Cambridge  and  Leverett 
streets,  with  suitable  curves  and  connections. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps  {Aid.)— Henry 
Eichardson  and  others,  that  electric  lights  be 
placed  on  Hancock  street,  from  Upham's  corner 
to  Adams  street,  thence  on  Bowdoin  street  to 
Washington  street,  Dorchester. 

Luther  F.  Beecher  and  others,  for  a  public 
lamp  on  the  court  between  Nos.  42  and  44  Phil- 
lips street,  Ward  9. 

Frederick  Fabian  and  others  for  public  lamps 
on  Idaho  street,  Dorchester. 

Augustine  Shurtleff  and  others,  for  public 
lamps  on  the  court  leading  from  Medford  street, 
opposite  Monument  square,  Ward  3. 

Mary  S.  Newcomh,  for  public  lamps  in  alley 
hack  of  56  Worcester  street. 

Martin  Fay,  for  a  large  light  at  junction  of 
Mayfair  and  Bainbridge  streets,  Ward  21, 

W.  T.  Van  Nostrand  &  Co.,  and  others,  that  an 
electric  light  be  placed  at  the  drinking  fountain 
at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Alford  streets,  Char- 
lestown. 

To  the  Committee  071  Health  {Aid.)— Joseph  M. 
Towle,  to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden  building 
for  two  horses  in  rear  of  230  Border  street. 

S.  Allen  Potter,  to  occupy  a  stable  in  rear  of 
254  Warren  street,  Roxbury. 

Jonn  J.  Higgins,  to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden 
building  for  two  horses  on  Saratoga  street,  350 
feet  from  Wardsworth  street,  Ward  1. 

John  H.  Sturgis,  to  occupy  a  proposed  brick 
building  for  three  horses  on  Beacon  street,  rear 
No.  414,  Ward  11. 

W.  L.  Lewis,  to  occupy  an  old  wooden  build- 
ing for  three  horses  on  Hyde  street,  corner  Cey- 
lon street  (temporary).  Ward  15. 

Thomas  E.  Maloney,  to  occupy  an  old  wooden 
building  for  five  horses  on  Hampden  street,  No. 
63.  Ward  20. 

E.  H,  Gilmore,  to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden 
building  for  two  horses  on  Homestead  street, 
Ward  21. 

Mary  C.  Rowe,  to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden 
building  for  two  horses  on  Wannebeck.  near 
Warren  street,  Ward  21. 

Timothy  Lynch,  to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden 
building  for  two  horses  on  Centre  street,  oppo- 
site Highland  street,  Ward  21. 

G.  F.  Burkhardt,  to  occupy  a  proposed  brick 
building  on  site  of  old  wooden  building  for  40 
horses,  on  corner  Halleck  and  Prentiss  street, 
Ward  22. 

C.  A.  Houghton,  to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden 
building  for  two  cows  on  corner  Washington 
street  and  Central  avenue,  Ward  23. 

J.  M.  Walliins.  to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden 
building  for  two  horses  on  Temple  street,  Ward 
23. 

Charles Fottler,  to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden 
building  for  one  horse  on  Back  street,  between 
Harvard  and  Madison  streets.  Ward  24. 

Frederick  J.  Metzger,  to  occupy  a  proposed 
wooden  building  for  two  horses  on  Quincy 
street,  corner  Magnolia  street,  Ward  24. 

To  the  Committee  on  Finance— Request  of  Di- 
rectors for  Public  Institutions  for  transfer  of 
$25,000  from  "House  of  Industry"  to  "Home  for 
Paupers,  Long  Island,"  and  that  the  latter 
appropriation  be  known  as  "House  for  Paupers, 
Rainstord  and  Long  Islands." 

To  the  Committee  on  Servers  {Aid.)— John  E. 
Blakemore  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in  Prospect 
avenue,  Ward  23,  between  Brown  avenue  and 
Sheldon  street. 

J.  B.  Kendall,  for  a  sewer  in  Newbury  street, 
between  West  Chester  park  and  Ipswich  street. 

Simonton  &  Gill  and  others,  that  the  sewer 
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now  being  constructed  in  Bunker  Hill  street 
be  continued  from  Marion  street  to  Ferrin 
street. 

George  S.  Curtis,  that  the  sewer  in  Paul  Gore 
street  be  extended  from  its  present  terminus  to 
Chestnut  avenue. 

John  F.  Davenport  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in 
Holton  street,  Ward  25,  between  Franklin  and 
Athol  streets. 

Later  in  the  session  the  Committee  on  Sewers 
(Aid.)  submitted  a  report  on  the  above  petition 
recommending  the  passage  of  an  order  of  no  ice 
for  a  hearing  thereon  on  Tuesday,  Sept.  6,  at  4 
o'clock  P.M. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed. 

Henry  K.  Appleton,  Jr.,  and  others,  for  a 
sewer  in  Mansfield  street  and  Hill  avenue,  be- 
tween Cambridge  and  Franklin  streets,  Ward 
25. 

Later  in  the  session  a  report  was  submitted 
from  the  committee  on  the  above  petition, 
recommending  the  passage  of  an  order  of  no- 
tice for  a  hearing  thereon  on  Tuesday,  Sept,  G, 
at  4  o'clock  P.M. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed, 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses — Thomas  F. 
O'Rourke,  to  give  a  variety  and  athletic  enter- 
tainment at  Monument  Hall,  Charlestown,  on 
Monday,  Sept.  12,  1887. 

Thomas  Young,  for  a  license  to  sell  small  wares 
and  matches  in  the  public  streets. 

Later  in  the  session  the  committee  submit' ed 
a  report  on  the  foregoing  petition,  recommend- 
ing that  license  be  grant'  d. 

Ri-port  accepted  and  licenso  granted  on  the 
usual  C'  nditions. 

Petitions  for  Bay  Windows. 

On  the  following  petitions,  viz. : 

Charles  M.  Hunter,  to  project  two  bay  win- 
dows from  building  No.  6  Marion  street, 
Charlestown. 

Asher  Ratshesky,  to  project  a  bay  window 
from  building  No.  71  Shawmut  avenue. 

J.  B.  McNamara,  to  project  a  bay  window  from 
building  on  Henley  street,  corner  of  Putnam 
street,  Charlestown. 

Orders  of  nolice  were  passed  for  hearings 
thereon  on  Tuesday,  Sept.  G,  at  4  o'clock  P.  M. 

THEATRICAL    PERFORMANCE   AT   OAKLAND 
GARDEN. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  presented  an  invitation  to 
the  Board  from  James  Gilbert,  manager,  to  at- 
tend i'->e  performance  of  Corinne  in  "Arcadia" 
at  the  Oakland  Gardens  on  Wednesday  even- 
ing, Aug,  24,  1887,  at  8  o'clock. 

The  invitation  was  accepted. 

ADDITIONAL  AMOUNT  ON   CONTRACT. 

In  connection  with  report  and  order  acted  on 
at  the  last  meeting  under  unfinished  business, 
the  following  order  was  taken  up,  viz. : 

That  in  addition  to  the  amount  drawn  by  the 
city  architect  to  pay  Frank  Jones  &  Son  in  «ct- 
tlement  of  their  contract  for  mason  work  on  the 
Primary  Schoolhouse,  Harrison  avenue,  there 
be.  allowed  and  paid  to  them  the  further  sum  of 
$500,  in  full  settlement  for  extra  work  and  ex- 
pense incurred  on  account  of  said  contract:  in 
consideration  of  said  Frank  Jones  &  Sou  giving 
lo  the  city  a  release,  satisfactory  to  the  city  so- 
licitor, of  all  claims  in  any  way  arising  from 
their  said  contract  as  aforesaid. 

Order  passed.    Sent  down. 

REPORT  OF  CITY   OFFICERS. 

Annual  report  of  Commissioners  on  Sinking 
Funds.    (Document  134.) 
Sent  down. 

ACCEPTANCE  OF  RAILROAD  LOCATION. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  South  Boston 
Railroad  Company  of  their  acceptance  of  the 
48th  location  granted  to  them  by  this  Board. 

Placed  on  tile. 

EDGESTONE  AND  SIDEWALK  ASSESSMENTS. 

Aid.  Lee,  from  the  superintendent  of  streets, 
submitted  schedules  of  assessments,  with  orders 
that  the  persons  therein  named  lie  charged  and 
assessed  with  one-hall'  the  sum  set  to  their  re- 
spective names,  as  their  proportional  part  of 
the  cost  thereof,  as  follows: 

Edgestone  a-ac!  sidewalk  assessments,  sundry 
streets:  sidewalk  assessments.  Roxbury  street; 
sidewalk  assessment,  sundry  streets:  edgestone 
assessments,  sundry  streets;  edgestone  assess- 
ments, Linwood  street. 


Orders  severally  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 

OLD  FRANKLIN  SCHOOLHOUSE. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following: 

Aug.  22,  1887. 
To  the  Honorable  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,— I  am  in  receipt  oi  a  communica- 
tion from  the  inspector  of  buildings,  stating 
that  he  finds,  upon  examination,  the  old  Frank- 
lin schoolhouse  upon  Washington  street  inse- 
cure and  dangerous  in  case  of  tire.  The  rear 
wall  of  said  building  being  especially  danger- 
ous, having  sprung  outward  2%  inches  or  more, 
being  split,  carrying  windows  out  with  it.  The 
trusses  also  are  weak  and  walls  broken  by  ven- 
tilating flues  in  every  pier  where  trusses  rest, 
being  six  in  number. 

I  am  satisfied  from  a  personal  examination  of 
the  building  that  the  statement  made  by  the  in- 
spector is  correct,  and  competent  mechanics 
who  made  the  examination  with  me  concur  in 
the  above. 

In  my  judgment  the  building  in  its  present 
condition  is  not  safe  for  occupancy  and  the  ten- 
ants should  be  required  to  vacate.  1  am  also  of 
the  opinion  that  the  cost  of  putting  the  same  in 
proper  condition  to  be  occupied  would  be  exces- 
sive and  at  the  same  time  not  worth  the  amount 
that  would  be  required  to  expend,  the  building 
being  very  old  and  much  dilapidated. 

Such  being  the  facts,  it  is  tor  the  City  Council 
to  determine  what  disposition  they  will  make 
of  the  building. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

James  E,  Tucker, 

Supt.  Public  Buildings. 

Aid.  Maguire  moved  reference  of  the  com- 
munication to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  with 
instructions  to  provide  the  means  to  put  the 
building  in  proper  condition. 

Aid.  Allen— It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  of 
doubtful  expediency  to  pass  an  order  requiring 
the  Committee  on  Finance  to  provide  the  means 
for  putting  that  building  in  good  condition. 
Certainly,  before  we  do  anything  of  that  sort  wo 
ought  to  take  heed  from  the  communication 
which  has  come  before  us.  and  require  the  par- 
ties now  occupying  the  building  to  vacate  it.  I 
for  one  would  be  very  sorry  to  disturb  them. 
The  building  is  occupied,  as  is  well  known  to 
all  members  of  the  City  Government,  by  a  post 
of  the  Grand  Army.  They  have  a  large  assem- 
bly of  men  there  every  week,  and  if  anything 
should  happen  that  would  cause  that  building 
to  fall  and  persons  should  be  injured,  we  cer- 
tainly would  be  held  responsible.  In  regard  to 
the  matter  of  repairing  the  building,  I  am  told 
that  to  put  it  in  proper  condition  would  cost 
anywhere  from  .$5000  to  $10,000,  anil  that  proba- 
bly $10,000  would  not  be  an  excessive  amount 
for  such  repairs  as  are  needed.  In  fact,  it  would 
be  necessary  to  almost  entirely  renovate  the 
structure.  Now  this  is  a  piece  of  property  which 
is  owned  by  the  city  of  Boston,  covering  a  largo 
amount  of  land.  There  is  no  probability  that 
the  city  will  ever  need  it  for  any  purpose,  and  it 
is  a  question  to  be  considered  whether  it  is  not 
more  desirable  to  sell  that  property  and  put  it 
into  taxable  shape,  using  the  proceeds  to  pay 
our  debts  where  we  are  paying  four  or  five  per 
cent  interest,  than  to  expend  more  money  upon 
it  and  let  it  remain  occupied  for  purposes  for 
which  we  receive  no  benefit  in  the  way  of  dol- 
lars and  cents.  But  in  any  event,  it  seeing  to  me 
quite  proper;  Mr.  Chairman,  that  we  should  at 
least  ask  the  parties  there  to  vacate  the  build- 
ing on  account  of  its  dangerous  condition,  and 
with  that  in  view  I  have  prepared  an  order  to 
offer  at  this  time  upon  the  subject.  I  do  not 
know  that  it  will  interfere  with  the  question  of 
referring  to  the  Finance  Committee,  as  sugges- 
ted by  the  gentleman  on  the  other  side  of  the 
chamber,  but  whether  his  motion  prevails 
or  not,  I  shall  offer  this  order,  which 
points  to  having  tne  building  vacated.  I 
think  myself  that  perhaps  the  motion  made  by 
the  gentleman  on  the  other  side  should  he  put 
in  a  different  form.  Instead  of  being  in  the  na- 
ture of  an  instruction  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance it  should  be  referred  to  them  to  see  what 
action  will  lie  proper  to  take.  I  should  have  no 
objection  to  the  motion  made  by  the  gentleman 
it'll  were  made  in  that  form— to  refer  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance  for  their  opinion  as  to 
what  ought  to  be  clone  in  the  premises.  In  the 
meanwhile  this  order  I  have  just  suggested  cer- 
tainly ought  to  pass.    I  do  not  see  that  the  con- 
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sideration  of  this  order  would  interfere  with  the 
motion  he  litis  made. 

There  being  no  objection  Aid.  Maguire  ac- 
cepted the  suggestion  of  Aid.  Allen  and  with- 
drew so  much  of  his  motion  as  regarded  the  in- 
structions to  the  committee. 

Aid.  Allen  offered  an  order— That  His  Honor 
the  Mayor  be  requested  to  notify  the  occupants 
of  the  old  Franklin  school  house  on  Washington 
street  that  said  building  is  insecure  and  danger- 
ous, and  that  he  be  also  requested  to  notify  said 
occupants  to  vacate  said  building  in  accordance 
with  the  terms  expressed  in  their  leases. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  will  be  at  this  time 
obliged  to  rule  this  order  out  of  order  on 
account  of  the  motion  to  refer  made  by  Aid. 
Maguire. 

Aid.  Allen— I  understand  that  the  Alder- 
man's motion  was  to  refer  so  that  the  com- 
mittee could  consider  the  question  of  raising 
the  means  to  repair  the  building. 

The  Chairman— The  alderman  has  now  with- 
drawn so  much  of  his  motion  as  relates  to 
instructions,  and  the  question  now  stands  on 
referring  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Aid.  Allen — I  do  not  see  that  the  reference  of 
the  communication  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance  need  interfere  with  the  passage  of  that 
order.  If  the  Committee  on  Finance  should 
recommend  that  the  building  be  repaired,  it 
certainly  would  not  he  vacated  until  the  repairs 
were  made.  The  quicker  the  parties  are  notified 
to  vacate  a  dangerous  and  unsafe  building  the 
better  it  will  be  for  the  city  of  Boston.  Then 
hereafter  if  the  Committee  on  Finance  should 
see  fit  fo  recommend  that  the  building  be  re- 
paired or  sold,  there  will  he  no  objection  to  that. 
Meanwhile  the  tenants  should  be  asked  to 
vacate  and  should  not  be  allowed  to  remain 
there  in  that  unsafe  building. 

Aid,  Carroll— If  it  would  be  in  order  at  this 
time  1  would  make  a  motion  to  have  the  matter 
further  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  of  this 
Board.  If  it  is  in  order  I  would  like  to  make 
that  motion. 

The  Chairman — The  Chair  will  have  to  rule 
that  motion  out  of  order,  also.  The  motion  to 
refer  takes  precedence. 

Aid.  Maguire's  motion  to  refer  the  communi- 
cation to  the  Committee  on  Finance  was  car- 
ried. 

Later  in  the  session  Aid.  Allen  again  offered 
the  order— "That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  he  re- 
quested to  notify,"  etc. 

Aid.  Carroll  moved  that  further  considera- 
tion be  assigned  to  next  meeting  of  the  Board. 

Aid.  Allen— I  hope  that  the  consideration  of 
the  order  will  not  he  referred  to  the  next  meet- 
ing, inasmuch  as  the.  proper  authorities  have 
certified  to  us  that  this  building  is  dangerous. 
It  seems  to  me  we  ought  to  take  action  in  the 
matter  at  once.  Since  this  matter  was  discussed 
at  an  earlier  stage  of  the  meeting,  a  gentle- 
man— a  member  of  the.  Grand  Army — who 
was  here,  told  me  that  the  building  is 
frequently  occupied,  by  from  anywhere  from 
two  to  three  hundred  persons.  Now  if  any  ac- 
cident should  happen  in  that  building,  if  we  al- 
low them  to  remain  without  informing  them 
that  it  is  dangerous,  there  would  certainly  be 
unpleasant  criticism  and  perhaps  great  expense 
entailed  on  the  city  of  Boston.  I  think  we  should 
pass  this  order  and  notify  the  parties  that  the 
building  is  dangerous,  and  order  them  to  vacate. 
It  seems  tome  that  the  order  is  a  proper  one  at 
this  time,  and  I  hope  it  will  not  go  over  to  the 
next  meeting. 

The  chairman  read  the  order,  at  the  request  of 
Alu.  Lee. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  put  to  the  Board, 
and  the  Chair  was  in  doubt.  A  rising  vote  was 
taken  and  the  motion  to  assign  was  lost;  yeas  1, 
nays  4,  a  quorum  not  voting. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  on  motion  of  Aid. 
Allen,  that  the  order  might  he  put  upon  its  pas- 
sage. On  the  passage  of  the  order  Aid.  Carroll 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  order  was  rejected,  yeas  5,  nays  5: 

Yeas— Aid.  Allen,  Haynos,  N.  G.  Smith,  C.  W. 
Smith,  Sullivan— 5. 

Nays— Aid.  Carroll,  Donovan,  Lee,  Maguire, 
McLaughlin— 5. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an  order— That  the  in- 
spector of  buildings  be  directed  to  report  to  this 
Board  at  their  next  meeting  the  condition  of  the 
old  Franklin  schoolliouse. 

Aid.  Allen— Did  you  bear  the  communica- 
tion which  we  received  early  in  the  session  read? 


Aid.  Sullivan— I  did,  and  I  heard  it  stated 
that  the  building  was  not  safe;  but  I  want  to 
have  this  put  in  writing,  so  that  we  will  have 
something  behind  us.  That  was  my  object  in 
offering  the  order. 

Tne  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  passed. 

STEAM   ENGINES. 

Aid.  Haynes  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee   on  Steam  Engines  as  follows: 

Report  recommending  that  leave  be  granted 
Brother  Peter  to  locate  and  use  two  steam 
boilers  of  eight-horse  power  each  for  heating 
purposes  at  sr>  Vernon  street,  Ward  10. 

Report  recommending  that  a  license  be  grant- 
ed Peter  Kelly  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler 
of  two-horse  power,  for  heating  purposes,  at  10 
Smith  street,  "Ward  22. 

Reports  severally  accepted,  and  licenses 
granted  on  the  usual  conditions. 

CLERK  HIRE  IN  THE  COURTS. 

Aid.  Carroll,  from  the  Committee  on 
County  Accounts,  presented  requisitions  for 
clerk  hire  in  the  courts  as  follows: 

Superior  Court,  Civil  business $454  14 

Superior  Court,  Criminal  business 3GO  00 

Total 8814  14 

Approved,  and  ordered  paid. 

RAILROADS. 

Aid.  Carroll  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Railroads,  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  petition  of  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad  Company,  for  the  right  to  extend  their 
double  rack  on  Lexington  street,  East  Boston, 
for  a  distance  of  1000  feet,  having  considered  the 
subject,  respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  m  addition  to  the  rights  here- 
tofore granted  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany to  lay  down  tracks  in  the  streets  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  said  company  shall  have  the 
right  to  lay  down  a  double  track  in  Lexington 
street,  East  Boston,  front  the  terminus  of  the 
double  track  already  laid  in  said  Lexington 
street,  for  a  distance  of  1000  feet,  with  suitable 
connections.  Sail  tracks  and  turnouts  being 
shown  by  red  lines  on  a  plan  made  by  A.  L. 
Plimpton,  dated  Aug.  17,  1887,  and  deposited  in 
the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets. 
[Appended  were  the  usual  printed  conditions.] 
The  Committee  on  Railroads,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  the  Melropolitat  Rail- 
road Jompany  for  a  location  of  tracks  in  Hud- 
son street,  Dorchester,  and  in  Hanover  street; 
also  to  change  the  location  of  their  single  track 
in  Hanover  street,  between  Commercial  street 
and  Chelsea  fer  y,  having  considered  the  sub- 
ject, respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
ace  mi. auying  order: 

Ordered,  Tliatiu  addition  to  the  rights  hereto- 
fore  granted  the  Metropolitan  Railro  d  Company 
to  lay  down  tracks  in  the  sti  eets  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  said  company  shall  have  the  right  to  lay 
down  a  single  track  on  Hudson  street,  Dorches- 
ter, to  connect  with  tracks  already  laid  on  Dud- 
ley street  to  the  rear  of  \he  Mount  Pleasant  sta- 
ble; also  to  change  the  location  of  their  single 
track  on  Hanover  street,  between  Commercial 
street  and  the  Chelsea  ferry,  and  the  right  to 
construct  an  additional  track  from  the  terminus 
of  their  double  track  on  Hanover  street,  to  Chel- 
sea ferry,  both  ot  said  tracks  to  be  located  in  the 
middle  of  said  Hanover  street  as  widened.  Said 
tracks  and  turnouts  being  shown  by  red  lines 
on  a  plan  made  by  A.  L.  Plimpton,  dated  June 
6  and  15  respectively,  and  deposited  in  the  office 
of  superintendent  of  streets 
[Appended  were  the  ustal  printed  conditions.] 
Reports  severally  accepted,  orders  passed 
under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

LICENSES. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  submitted  reports  from  the 
Comniitce  on  Licenses,  recommending  that  li- 
censes be  granted  as  follows: 

E.  J,  McElroy,  for  variety  entertainment  in 
teuton  Sixth  street,  for  season  1S87-8S. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Solomon,  Jr.,  for  exhibition  in  tent 
corner  Ruggles  and  Tremont  streets,  for  two 
months,  from  Aug.  1,  1887. 

George  E.  Lothrop,  for  World's  Museum,  sea- 
son 1887-88. 

Austin  &  Stone,  for  museum,  etc.,  at  4  Tre- 
mont row,  for  season  1887-8S. 
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B.  F.  Keith,  for  New  Gaiety  Museum  at  545 
Washington  street,  for  season  1887-88. 

George  E.  Lothrop,  for  license  for  Windsor 
Theatre,  season  1887-SS. 

William  Harris  &  Co.,  for  Howard  Athemeum, 
season  1887-88. 

John  Stetson,  for  Globe  Theatre,  season 
1887-SS. 

R.  M.  Field,  for  Boston  Museum,  season 
1887-88. 

C.  P.  Hartson,  for  Tremout  Temple,  season 
1887-88. 

Also  reports  recommending  the  granting  of 
minors'  licenses  to  26  newsboys,  three  bootblacks 
and  one  peddler. 

Reports  accepted,  and  licenses  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

FANEUIL  HALL. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Faneuil  Hall,  etc.,  recommending 
that  leave  be  granted,  on  the  usual  conditions, 
to  the  Boston  Veteran  Fireman's  Association 
for  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall,  Monday,  Sept.  12. 

Report  accepted,  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

STABLES. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health  (Aid.)  recommending  that 
leave  be  granted,  upon  the  usual  conditions,  to 
occupy  stables  as  follows: 

Asahel  Goudy,  proposed  wooden,  2  horses, 
Jenkins  street  and  Atlantic  avenue,  Ward  1. 

Frederick  J.  Crosby,  proposed  brick,  35  horses, 
corner  Palmer  street  and  Harrison  avenue, 
AVard  20. 

James  Forgie,  proposed  wooden,  1  horse,  rear 
East  Eighth  street,  near  K.  street,  Ward  14. 

Magnus  Lepstron,  old  wooden,  1  horse,  201 
Centre  street,  Ward  21. 

Michael  Sullivan,  proposed  wooden,  2  horses, 
rear  Centre  street,  near  Pynchon  street,  Ward 
21. 

John  L.  Dakin,  proposed  wooden,  3  horses, 
Amory  street,  Ward  23. 

Granville  S.  Seaverns,  old  wooden,  6  horses, 
Taft  court,  off  Corinth  street,  Ward  23. 

E.  B.  Taylor,  proposed  wooden,  1  horse,  Tap- 
pan  street,  Roslindale,  Ward  23. 

A.  N.  Burbank,  old  wooden,  2  additional 
horses,  Erie  avenue,  between  Merrill  and  Wash- 
ington streets.  Ward  24. 

J.  Ingersoll  Bowditch,  trustee,  proposed 
wooden.  3  horses.  Sedgwick  street,  Ward  23. 

Reports  accepted,  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

Also  reports  recommending  that  leave  be 
granted  to  occupy  stables  for  2  horses  upon  the 
following  petitions— the  petitioners  having  as- 
sented to  the  reduced  number: 

Peter  G.  Post,  proposed  wooden,  4  horses, 
Washington  street,  No.  35G3,  Ward  23. 

Anthonv  C.  Post,  proposed  wooden,  4  horses, 
3559  Washington  street,    Ward  23. 

Bernard  F.  Post,  proposed  wooden  building, 
four  horses,  Bailey  street,  near  Keyes  street, 
Ward  23. 

J.  N.  Shaffncr,  proposed  wooden,  four  horses, 
Bailey  street,  near  Keyes  street.  Ward  23. 

Reports  accepted ;  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

Also  a  report  recommending  that  leave  be 
granted  upon  the  usual  conditions  to  occupy  for 
20 horses,  upon  the  following  petition— the  peti- 
tioner having  assented  to  the  reduced  number: 

M.  Herlihy  &  Son,  proposed  wooden.  25  horses, 
George  street,  near  Hampden  street,  Ward  20. 

Report  accepted ;  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

Also  reports  recommending  leave  to  with- 
draw upon  the  following  petitions: 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Eldracher.  proposed  brick,  two 
horses,  Lamont  street,  formerly  Linden  avenue, 
AVard  19. 

Thomas  Rainer,  proposed  wooden,  two  horses, 
555  and  557  Sixth  street,  AVard  14. 

Reports  accepted 

ELECTRIC  WIRES. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Electric  Wires: 

Renort  on  the  petition  of  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioners, for  leave  to  erect  poles  on  Allston  street, 
Brighton,  and  on  O  and  P  streets.  South  Boston 
— Recommendingtbe  passage  of  the  accompany- 
ing order : 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 


Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  to  erect  10  poles 
for  the  support  of  wires  in  the  following-named 
streets  in  Brighton  and  South  Boston,  at  points 
designated  by  red  dots  on  a  plan  made  by 
Thomas  AV.  Davis,  dated  July  20,  1887.  and  i  ■ 
posited  in  the  office  of  the  superintendent  of 
streets,  viz. : 

Allston  street,  eight  poles. 

P  street,  two  poles. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioners for  leave  to  erect  and  maintain  a  fire- 
alarm  pole  at  the  corner  of  West  Seventh  and 
Dorchester  streets,  recommending  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  order : 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  to  erect  one  pole, 
for  the  support  of  wires,  in  the  following  named 
street  in  South  Boston,  at  a  point  designated 
by  a  red  dot,  on  a  plan  made  by  Thomas  W. 
Davis,  dated  July  38,  1887,  and  deposited  in  the 
office  of  the  superintendent  of  streets,  viz. : 

AVest  Seventh  street,  corner  of  Dorchester 
street. 

Report  on  the  petition  (referred  early  in  the 
session)  of  the  Fire  Commissioners  for  the  right 
to  erect  and  maintain  fire-alarm  poles  on  East 
Second  street.  South  Boston,  recommending  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  to  erect  poles  for 
the  support  of  wires  in  the  following  named 
streets  in  South  Boston,  at  points  designated  by 
red  dots,  on  a  plan  made  by  Thomas  AV.  Davis, 
dated  July  20,  1887,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of 
the  superintendent  of  streets,  viz. : 

East  Second  street. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  the  Gamewell  Fire 
Alarm  Telegraph  Company  for  permission  to 
locate  and  set  up  a  number  of  police  signal  sta- 
tions in  Police  Division  No.  4,  recommending 
the  passage  of  the  following  order. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  hereby  granted 
to  the  Gameweii  Fire  Alarm  Telegraph  Com- 
pany to  set  up  and  maintain  police  street  sta- 
tions for  telepnone  and  telegraph  signal  service, 
at  the  following  places,  namely : 

Location  of  Police  Signal  Boxes. 

1 — AVashington  and  Summer  streets,  southeast 
corner  (or  northeast  corner). 

2 — Washington  street  and  Chickering  place, 
southeast  corner  (near  lamp-post). 

3— AVashington  and  Eliot  streets,  southwest 
corner  (by  tel'.  post). 

4— AVashington  and  Bennett  streets,  southeast 
corner. 

5— Washington  street  and  Broadway  exten- 
sion, southeast  corner,  (side  of  stable). 

6— Tremout  street  and  Indiana  place,  north- 
east corner. 

7— Tremout  street  and  Shavinut  avenue,  op- 
posite 293  Tremont  street. 

8— Tremout  and  West  streets,  northeast  corner. 

9— Federal  street,  south  of  entrance  to  N.  Y. 
&  N.  E.  depot,  near  electric  post. 

10— Federal  and  Kneeland  streets,  northwest 
corner,  near  tel'.  post. 

11— Federal  street,  opposite  No.  442,  dead  wall. 

12 — Kneeland  and  Lincoln  streets,  southwest 
corner. 

13— Beach  street  and  Harrison  avenue,  south- 
west corner. 

14— Beach  and  South  streets,  southeast  corner. 

15— Kingston  and  Essex  street,  southwest,  at 
telephone  pole. 

16— Bedford  and  Lincoln  street",  southwest 
corner. 

17— Oak  and  Albany  st  eets,  southwest  corner 
by  telephone  pole. 

18— Tyler  and  Harvard  streets,  southwest  cor- 
ner. 

19— Shawmut  and  Osborne  place,  by  lamp 
post. 

20— Church  and  Winchester  streets,  northwest 
corner. 

21— Warrenton  and  Eliot  streets,  southeast 
corner  (and  on  Warrenton  street). 

22— Columbus  avenue,  opposite  Providence  de- 
pot, near  tel'.  post. 

23— Commonwealth  avenue  and  Arlington 
street,  southwest  corner. 

24— Com nmn wealth  avenue  and  Dartmouth 
street,  southwest  corner  (Vendome). 

25 -Berkeley  and  Boylston  streets,  opposite 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  (near  lamp 
post). 

26— Fairfield  and  Marlboro  streets,  southeast 
corner. 
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27— Gloucester  and  Newbury  streets,  northeast 
corner. 

28— Beacon  and  Clarendon  streets,  southwest 
corner. 

29— Huntington  avenue  and  St.  James  avenue, 
junction. 

30— Commonwealth  avenue  and  West  Chester 
Park,  northwest  corner. 

This  permit  is  granted  upon  condition  that 
said  company  shall  first  give  to  the  city  an 
agreement  in  writing',  satisfactory  to  the  city 
solicitor,  saving  the  city  harmless  against  any 
and  all  claims  tor  damages,  costs,  expenses  or 
compensation,  ior,  or  on  account  of,  or  in  any 
way  growing  out  of,  the  location  and  use  of  said 
police  signal  stations. 

Also,  upon  condition  that  the  work  of  locating 
said  police  signal  stations  shall  be  done  under 
the  direction  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  su- 
perintendent of  streets, 

Also,  upon  condition  that  said  company  shall 
not  remove  any  signal  station  located  by  au- 
thority of  this  order  without  permission  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  and  shall  remove  said  sig- 
nal stations  when  so  directed  by  said  Board. 

Also,  upon  condition  that  if  any  of  the  above 
conditions  are  not  complied  with,  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  may  remove  said  police  signal  sta- 
tions at  the  expense  of  said  company. 

Reports  severally  accepted,  orders  passed, 
under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving  (Aid.): 

Reports  that  permits  be  granted  upon  the 
usual  conditions  for  the  moving  of  wooden 
buildings,  as  follows: 

John  Cavanagh  &  Son  (referred  early  in  the 
session),  from  63  Munroe  street,  Ward  21,  to  100 
Howard  avenue,  Ward  20. 

John  J.  Ahern,  from  Bower  street  through 
Bower  and  Laurel,  to  20  and  22  Laurel,  corner 
Catawba  street. 

John  J.  Ahern,  from  373  Warren  street  to  Edge- 
wood  street. 

William  R.  Cavanagh,  from  East  Third  street, 
near  N  street,  Ward  1-1.  to  East  Seventh  street, 
Ward  14. 

Stephen  Ellis,  from  Braintree  street,  near 
Everett  street,  Ward  25,  to  Braintree  street, 
Ward  25.' 

Reports  accepted,  permits  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

Reports  and  orders  for  the  construction  of 
brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  estates  as  follows: 

Elizabeth  B.  Mendell,  25  Hartford  street. 

Frederick  Whitney,  27  Hartford  street. 

David  Wilson,  861  East  Broadway. 

James  Collins,  823  to  833  inclusive  Third  street. 

Linus  M.  Child.  77G  East  Fifth  street. 

George  H.  Curtis,  85  Howard  avenue. 

Henry  L.  Millis,  80  Ruggles  street. 

James  McCammon,  863  East  Broadway. 

Annie  J.  and  M.  E.  T.  Healy,  112  Cedar  street. 

Smith  W.  Coffin,  66,  68  and  70  Green  street, 
J.  P. 

Kate  M.  Walsh  (petition  referred  early  in 
the  session),  10  Sargent  street. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Reports  and  orders  for  edgestones  as  follows: 

Henry  H.  Fitch  and  others,  trustees,  140  and 
142  Huntington  avenue. 

Helen  A.  Brown,  19  North  Beacon  street. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Reports  and  orders  for  edgestones  and  brick 
sidewalks  as  follows : 

J.  J.  Grace,  19  Harrison  avenue  extension. 

Thomas  W.  Silloway,  21  North  Beacon  street. 

Arthur  H  Newman,  corner  North  Beacon 
street  and  Everett  avenue. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Reports  and  orders  that  leave  be  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions  as  follows: 

Peter  Walsh,  to  construct  and  maintain  a 
coal  hole  in  front  of  his  estate  No.  S6  and  86V2 
Leverett  street. 

William  Smith  &  Co.,  to  lay  a  pipe  under  and 
across  Marginal  street,  East  Boston,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  a  supply  of  salt  water. 

Tremont  Electric  Lighting  Company,  to  con- 
struct and  maintain  an  excavation  for  two  coal 
holes  on  A  street,  in  front  of  their  estate  No.  355 
Congress  street,  corner  of  A. 

A.  M.  Morton  (petition  referred  early  in  the 


session),  to  construct  and  maintain  a  coal  hole 
in  sidewalk  in  front  of  estate  85  Friend  street. 

Reports  accepted;  orders  passed  under  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

Order,  That  the  Board  establish  the  grade  of 
Bennett  street,  between  Market  and  Parson 
streets,  in  the  Brighton  district,  as  shown  on  a 
plan  and  profile  madeiby  Thomas  W.  Davis,  city 
surveyor,  dated  Aug.  G,  1887,  and  deposited  in 
the  office  of  the  said  city  surveyor. 

Passed,  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Order,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets  be 
authorized  to  ,'pave  the  gutters  on  Sherwood 
street,  Ward  23.  the  cost  of  same  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  paving. 

Order,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets  be 
directed  to  reset  the  edgestones,  pave  the  gut- 
ters and  macadamize  the  roadway  of  Benning- 
ton street,  between  Central  square  and  Marion 
street,  East  Boston. 

Order,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets  be 
authorized  to  finish  and  set  edgestones,  on  Blue 
Hill  avenue,  between  Wales  and  Harvard 
streets,  one  half  the  cost  of  same  to  be  assessed 
on  the  owners  of  abutting  estates. 

Order.  That  the  sidewalk  assessment  of  $6:51 
levied  July  13,  1887,  against  the  estate  of  Bridget 
Kelly,  124  Vernon  street,  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  abated,  on  account  of  inability  to  pay. 

Order,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets  be 
authorized  to  pave  Exchange  place  with  Trini- 
dad asphalt,  the  cost  of  same  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  paving. 

Order,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets  be 
authorized  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones,  and 
macadamize  the  roadway 011  Washington  street, 
Dorchester,  from  Park  street  to  New  York  & 
New  England  railway  bridge;  one  half  the  cost 
of  furnishing  and  setting  said  edgestones  to  be 
assessed  on  the  owners  of  abutting  estates. 

Order,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets  be 
authorized  to  grade  and  macadamize  the  road- 
way of  Commonwealth  avenue,  from  Ipswich 
to  Beacon  streets. 

Order,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets  be 
hereby  directed  to  grade  Beachmont  avenue, 
from  Saratoga  street  to  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween Boston  and  Revere, expense  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  paving. 

Order,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets  be 
requested  to  pave  Cooper  street  with  asphalt, 
from  Endicott  street  to  Charlestowu  street,  and 
from  Endicott  street  to  North  Margin  street, 
and  North  Margin  street  about  a  distance  of  100 
feet  from  Cooper  street,  the  expense  attending 
the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
paving. 

Orders  severally  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  the  Central  Labor 
Union  (referred  early  in  the  session)  for  the  use 
of  certain  streets  for  their  procession  on  Sept. 
5— recommending  the  passage  of  the  following- 
order  : 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  police 
be  authorized  to  close  against  public  travel  such 
of  the  public  streets  as  may  be  required  for  the 
formation  and  passage  of  the  procession  of  the 
Central  Labor  Union  on  Sept  5  next. 

Reporl  accepted ;  order  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

police  matters. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Police  (Aid.)  recomending  that  a 
license  be  granted  John  Sandstrup  to  sell 
flowers  from  a  basket  of  Tremont  street.  Also 
that  a  license  be  granted  Timothy  Sullivan  to 
project  a  small  flag  from  100  Water  street,  for 
two  months. 

Report  accepted;  licenses  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

Also  reports  recommending  the  passage  of 
orders  as  follows: 

Ordered,  '1  hat  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Mrs.  William  Gross  the  sum  of  $4.50  in  compen- 
sation for  the  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  a  dog  ;  said 
sum  to  be  paid  from  the  income  from  dog  licen- 
ses. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
John  Mulrey  the  sum  of  .$11.25,  in  compensation 
for  the  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  a  dog;  said  sum  to 
be  paid  from  the  income  from  dog  licenses. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
George  L.  Burt  the  sum  of  $12,  in  compensation 
for  the  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs,  April  11,  18S7 ; 
said  sum  to  be  paid  from  the  income  from  dog- 
licenses. 
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Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  M.  Turrell,  in  compensation  for 
the  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs,  the  sum  of  $12; 
said  sum  to  be  paid  from  the  income  from  dog 
licenses. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
David  Eldridge  the  sum  of  $14.25,  in  compensa- 
tion for  the  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs;  said  sum 
to  be  paid  from  the  income  from  dog  licenses. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Arthur  J.  Bartlett  the  sum  of  §12,  in  compensa- 
tion for  the  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  a  dog;  said 
sum  to  be  paid  from  tbedncome  from  dog  licenses 

Reports  severally  accepted ;  orders  passed 
under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Sewers  (Aid.): 

Reports  and  orders  of  notice  for  hearing  on 
Tuesday,  Sept.  6,  at  4  P.M.,  to  consider  the  ex- 
pediency of  constructing  common  sewers  as 
follows : 

In  Falmouth  street,  between  West  Chester 
park  and  Cumberland  street. 

In  Holton  street,  Ward  25,  between  Franklin 
and  Athol  streets. 

In  Mansfield  street  and  Hill  avenue.  Ward  25, 
between  Cambridge  and  Franklin  streets. 

Reports  accepted  ;  orders  passed. 

Order,  That  the  sewer  assessment  levied 
against  the  estate  of  Matthew  Mullen  for  a 
sewer  in  Market  street,  Ward  25,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby  abated,  on  account  of  no  benefit. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Reports  recommending  the  passage  of  pream- 
bles and  ordeis  for  the  construction  of  oinmon 
sewers  as  follows: 

In  Hamilton  court.  Ward  4. 

In  i-ir.  nite  street.  Ward  is. 

In  Nonh  street,  between  Merchants'  row  and 
Bendall's  lane. 

In  H'alcon  street,  between  Putnam  and  Glen- 
don  streets. 

Retorts  accepted ;  orders  passed. 

Also  tlie  following:  The  Committee  on  Sew- 
ers, to  whom  was  referred  the  enclosed  peti- 
tions, respectfully  recommend  th,<t  they  be  re- 
feried,  together  with  the  enclosed  communica- 
tion from  the  superintendent  of  sewers,  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance  to  provide  the  means: 

Office  of  Superintendent  of  Sewers,  1 

Aug.  22,  1S87.      I 
To  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

Gentlemen,— I  respectfully  submit  the  follow- 
ing list  of  pent'ons  for  sewers,  which  have  been 
received  since  Jan.  1,  18S7,  and  on  which,  by 
reason  of  lack  of  appropriation,  no  action  has 
been  taken. 

I  also  submit  the  approximate  cost  of  building 
the  same: 

falcon  street  and  outlet,  Ward  1 #3,350 

Warren  street.  Ward  5 2,500 

North  -I reel ,  Wa id  7 300 

First  street,  Ward  14 875 

C'evlon  street.  Ward  15 450 

Lainont  street,  Ward  19 600 

1 1  ampshire  si  reel.  Ward  10 3u0 

Walnut  arc-line,  Ward  21 2,250 

llutoliins  street,  Ward  21 1,350 

1 1  albert  street.  Ward  21 500 

Kenwiek  street.  Ward  21 300 

Ward  and  Vancouver  street  district ,  Ward  22...  •  35.000 

Creiirlili.ii  street,  Ward  22 1,200 

Scliuvlci  street,  Ward  22 1000 

Dav  street.  Ward  22 1)600 

Washington  street,  Ward  23 6.000 

Brook  and  Florence  street?  and  main.  Ward  23.  9.000 

Hewlett  street  and  overflow,  Ward  23 7.600 

Florence  street,  Ward  23 3,000 

Arinandine  street  and  outlet.  Ward  24 10,900 

Morton  street  and  outlet,  "Ward  24 2,200 

Fuller  street  and  outlet.  Ward  24 4,800 

I lorcliester  Lower  Mills,  Ward  24 47.000 

Washington  street.  Ward  24 13,000 

Ntandisli  avenue,  Ward  24 1,700 

Elmo  avenue,  Ward  24 350 

('alien  slitet  and  outlet  extension,  Ward  24 3,200 

Savin  II ill  avenue  and  outlet,  Ward  24 25,600 

Grampian  way,  Ward  24 12,000 

Obipman  street,  Ward  24 600 

Sawyer  avenue,  Ward  24 400 

Dorchester  avenue,  Ward  24 19.000 

Kine  street,  Ward  24 2,800 

Rockwell  street.  Ward  24 3,650 

Winter  street .  Ward  24 900 

VanwiiiUe  street.  Ward  24 4.500 

Kaneuil  street.  Ward  25 175 

Titliionl  street  and  outlet,  Ward  25 81,000 

Washington  street,  Ward  25 loo.oi K) 

South  t'ove  district,  Ward  12 75,000 

#485.970 


There  are  no  petitions  in  tliis  list  that  call  for 
sewers  not  actually  needed  or  which  should  not 
be  built  at  the  present  time, 

The  fact  that  certain  sections  of  the  city  now 
have  no  sewerage  is  a  great  bar  to  their  devel- 
opment' 

I  would  also  call  the  attention  of  the  commit- 
tee to  the  fact  that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  have 
ordered  to  be  built  sewers,  as  follows: 

Blue  Hill  avenue,  Harold,  Learned,  Decatur, 
Harvard  and  Clinton,  Charles  street,  (Dor.), 
Walker,  Fenton  and  Duncan,  Bennett,  Condor, 
Gladstone.  Leyden.  Alden,  Caldwell,  Girard,  A., 
Boylston,  Carson,  Mott,  Midland,  Texas,  Aus- 
tin. Howland  streets,  and  Humboldt  avenue, 
and  Parker  street  (Charlestown).  The  cost  of 
building  the  above  will  amount  to  $60,107. 

No  work  has  been  done  on  these  sewers  nor 
can  operations  be  commenced  until  more  money 
is  appropriated. 

There  are  petitions  sent  in  during  the  years 
1884.  18S5  and  1886,  and  placed  on  file,  to  con- 
struct sewers  that  would  call  for  the  expendi- 
ture of  $400,000. 

The  matter  of  building  catch  basins  is  also 
very  serious.  I  have  requests  from  the  Street 
Department  for  ninety-two  basins  which  I  am 
unable  to  build  witli  the  money  at  my  disposal. 

This  is  seriously  impeding  the  work  of  the 
Street  Department.  I  should  say  that  $20,000 
should  be  appropriated  for  catch  basins,  to  build 
this  year. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Seth  Perkins, 
Superintendent  of  Sewers. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  petitions 
were  referred,  as  suggested,  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance  to  provide  the  means. 

LAND  DAMAGES. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  orders  to  pay  on  the  usual 
conditions  as  follows; 

C.  W.  Loring,  Charle  P.  Bowditch,  and  Au- 
gustus P.  Loring.  trustees  of  the  estate  of  Moses 
Grant  and  Theodore  F.  Schwartz  $2500,  for  land 
taken  and  all  damages  occasioned  by  the  laying 
out  and  extension  of  Benedict  street  to  Law- 
rence street,  at  Charlestown. 

Sarah  D.  Wilson,  $463.05  for  land  taken  and  all 
damages  occasioned  by  the  widening  of  Amory 
street,  Roxburv. 

Orders  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

INSPECTION   OF  BUILDINGS. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Inspection  of  Buildings  (Aid.), 
recommending  that  leave  be  granted  as  fol- 
lows : 

Henry  B.  Stratton  to  project  three  bay  win- 
dows from  proposed  buildings  southeast  side  of 
Shirley  street,  near  Clifton  street. 

The  Boston  Heating  Company,  to  construct 
the  cellar  of  their  proposed  building  on  their 
wharf  on  Atlantic  avenue  at  grade  8. 

Reports  accepted,  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

Reports  recommending  that  George  Mack 
have  leave  to  withdraw  upon  his  petition  for 
leave  to  project  a  bay  window  from  building  No. 
1  Longwood  avenue,  Ward  22. 

Report  accepted. 

ADDITION  TO  BUILDING. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  Department 
for  the  Inspection  of  Buildings,  on  the  petition 
of  Joseph  P.  Hamlin  for  leave  to  build  a  wooden 
addition  to  building  No.  215  London  street. 
Ward  1.— That  they  renew  their  former  recom- 
mendation that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to 
withdraw. 

Report  accepted.    Sent  down. 

THEATRES  AND   PLACES  OF  AMUSEMENT. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  be  requested  to  investi- 
gate and  report  whether  the  regulations  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  the  requirements  of  the 
Public  Statutes  in  regard  to  theatres  and  places 
of  amusement  are  complied  with. 

Passed. 

TRANSFER. 

Aid.  Allen  offered  an  order— That  the  city 
auditor  be  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of 
$3000  from  the  reserved  fund  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  contingent  fund  joint  committees. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  joint  rules ;  yeas 
10,  nays  0.    Sent  down. 


AUGUST     23,     1887. 
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MT.   WASHINGTON-AVENUE  BRIDGE. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an  order— That  the  su- 
perintendent of  bridges  is  hereby  authorized  to 
close  Mt.  Washington-avenue  bridge  to  public 
travel  on  Tuesday,  Aug.  23,  and  Wednesday, 
Aug.  24,  1S87,  or  during  the  making  of  necessary 
repairs  upon  the  same. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

PAVING  OF  D   STREET. 

Aid.  Maguire  offered  an  order— That  the  su- 
perintendent of  streets  be  requested  to  pave  D 
street,  South  Boston,  between  Fifth  and  Seventh 
streets,  with  granite  blocks,  the  expense  attend- 
ing the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  paving, 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Maguire,  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving  (Aid.) 

ELECTRIC   LIGHT  CONTRACT. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Lamps  (Aid.)  on  the  order,  viz. : 
That  the  superintendent  of  lamps  be  authorized 
to  contract  with  a  responsible  company,  after 
public  advertisement,  for  furnishing  electric 
lights  in  the  public  streets,  Brighton  District, 
for  a  period  not  exceeding  three  years  from  the 
date  of  the  contract;  the  expense  thereof  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Lamp  De- 
partment —  Recommending  that  said  order 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted ;  said  order  passed. 

DIGEST  OF  THE  BUILDING  LAWS. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  offered  an  order— That  the 
superintendent  of  printing  be  directed  to  print, 
for  public  distribution,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Committee  on  Printing.  1000  copies  of  a  di- 
gest of  the  building  laws,  the  expense  attending 
the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
printing. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

NEXT  MEETING. 

It  was  voted,  on  motion  of  Aid.  McLaughlin, 


that  when  the  Board  adjourn  it  be  to  meet  on 
Tuesday,  Aug.  23,  at  1  o'clock,  P.  M.,  as  it  was 
necessary  to  draw  a  batch  of  jurors,  which 
could  not,  under  the  law,  be  drawn  today. 

REMOVAL   OF  ELECTRIC   LIGHT  POLES. 

The  Chairman  offered  an  order— That  the 
Somerville  Electric  Lighting  Company  be  di- 
rected to  remove  the  poles  placed  there  by  them 
on  Cambridge  street,  near  the  Somerville  line, 
the  same  being  done  without  a  permit  from  the 
city 

The  Chairman— I  will  state,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Board,  that  the  Somerville  Electric 
Light  Company  have,  without  permission, 
placed  poles  on  Cambridge  street,  f  understand 
that  the  lights  have  been  removed,  but  the  poles 
have  not. 

Order  passed. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Maguire,  at  6.16 
P.M. 


Tuesday.  Aug.  23,  1S87. 
Adjourned  special  meeting  of   the  Board  of 
Aldermen  at  1  P.M.,  Aid.  Donovan,  chairman, 

g residing.    Absent,  Aid.  Bromwich,  Capen  and 
[aynes. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Forty  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  Su- 
preme Judicial  Court,  September  sitting. 

PAVING  REPORT  AND  ORDER. 

Aid.  Maguire,  from  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing (Aid.),  submitted  a  report  and  order— That 
the  superintendent  of  streets  be  directed  to 
furnish  and  set  edgestones  in  front  of  estate  of 
the  city  of  Boston,  corner  Dudley  and  Langdon 
streets,  and  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of 
the  cost  thereof. 

Report  accepted ;  order  passed  under  suspen  - 
sion  of  the  rule. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Lee,  at  1.22  P.M. 


COMMON     COUNCIL. 
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CITY   OF  BOSTON. 


Special  Meeting  of  the  Common  Council. 


Thursday,  Aug.  25,  1887. 
Special  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  at  5 
o'clock  P.  M.,  pursuant  to  call  of  the  Mayor,  to 
consider  various  measures  passed  hy  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  particularly  the  order  for  the 
Stony-brook  improvement,  and  any  other  busi- 
ness that  may  come  before  it ;  President  Barry 
in  the  chair. 


By  direction  of  the  president,  the  clerk  called 
the  roll,  with  the  following  result: 

Present — Atwood,  Barry,  Burr,  Cochran.  Coyle, 
Desmond,  Dewey.  Dofan.  Fishe-,  Foss,  Fottler, 
Fowler,  Frost,  Gomez,  Hayes.  Kelley.  Kennedy, 
McKenna.  McNary,  J.  Murphy,  Norton,  E  J. 
Poweis,  Shaw,  Short.  E.  Sullivan.  J  H.  Sulli- 
van. Suxdberg.  Teeiens,  Thayer.  Tracy,  Web- 
ster. Whitmore,  Wilson— 33. 

Absent — Blume,  Bowman.  Carroll,  Ca>stensen, 
Chamberlain,  Clark.  Coleman,  Connolly,  Da- 
vern,  Duggan,  Dunn,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gal- 
lagher, Haggerty,  Harrington,  Keliher.  Ladd, 
Lattimore.  Lauten,  Leary,  Light,  Mahoney.  Mc- 
Enaney.  F.  Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  .1.  Mur- 
phy, W.  H.  Murphy,  Xunan,  O'Mealey,  Perkins, 
Perry.  C.  C.  Powers.  Reilly.  Richards,  Sanger, 
Snow.  R.  Sullivan.  Turtle.  Whall— 39. 

There  being  no  quorum  present,  the  president 
declared  the  Council  adjourned  at  5.18  P.  M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Tuesday,  Sept.  6,  1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
4  P.M.,  Aid.  Donovan,  chairman,  presiding.  Ab- 
sent, Aid,  Capen. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Bromwich  the  reading  of 
the  record  was  dispensed  with. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Six  grand  and  nine  petit  jurors  were  drawn 
for  the  September  term  of  the  United  States 
District  Court. 

HEARINGS  ON   ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

On  petitions  for  licenses  to  erect  and  use  sta- 
tionary steam  engines,  viz. : 

1.  John  H.  Sullivan,  12-horse  power,  199  Web- 
ster street,  East  Boston. 

2.  Frank  Ferdinand,  six-horse  power,  19  War- 
ren street,  Ward  21. 

3.  O.  M.  Whitman  &  Co.,  110-horse  power, 
Power  street,  corner  Boston  street,  Ward  15. 

No  objections.  Severally  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Steam  Engines. 

On  petitions  for  leave  to  project  bay  windows, 
viz.: 

4.  J.  B.  McNamara  (one  window),  Henley 
street,  corner  Putnam  street,  Ward  5. 

5.  Charles  M.  Hunter  (two  windows),  6  Marion 
street,  Ward  3. 

6.  Asher  Ratshesky  (one  window),  71  Shawmut 
avenue.  Ward  16. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wessler,  owner  and  occupants  of 
adjoining  house,  appeared  and  objected  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  obstruct  their  view  and 
damage  their  property.  Mr.  Wessler  gave  an  ac- 
count of  the  purchase  of  the  property  from  Mr. 
Ratshesky,  who  also  made  a  statement  in  reply. 

No  other  objections.  Severally  referred  to 
Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings (Aid.) 

On  proposed  construction  of  common  sewers, 
viz.: 

7.  In  Falmouth  street,  between  West  Chester 
park  and  Cumberland  street. 

8.  In  Mansfield  street  and  Hill  avenue,  be- 
tween Cambridge  and  Franklin  streets,  Ward 25. 

9.  In  Holton  street,  between  Franklin  and 
Athol  streets,  Ward  25. 

No  objections.  Severally  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Sewers. 


EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENTS. 

Communications    wrere    received    from 


His 


Honor  the  Mayor  making  the  following  appoint- 
ments: 

To  be  field  driver  and  pound  keeper,  Patrick 
Fallon. 

To  be  weigher  of  coal,  Jacob  F.  Holmes. 

Severally  laid  over. 

UNPRODUCTIVE  CITY   PROPERTY. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston,  ) 

Executive  Department,  > 
Sept.  6,  1887.  ) 

To  the  Honorable,  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,— I  respectfully  call  attention  to 
a  number  of  estates  now  owned  by  the  city,  un- 
productive property,  not  likely  to  be  used  for 
city  purposes  in  the  future,  and  which  it  ap- 
pears to  me  it  would  be  for  the  best  interests  of 
the  city  to  sell.  I  do  not  think  that  the  city 
has  any  right  to  hold  property  which  is  not  in 
use  by  it,  virtually  comuelling  citizens  to  pay 
unnecessary  taxes. 

There  are  60  lots  of  land  on  Harrison  avenue, 
Stoughton,  East  Newton,  Albany  and  Dover 
streets,  amounting  to  123,021  feet,  and  valued  at 
$135,677,  which  it  is  no  possible  advantage  for 
the  city  to  hold.  In  fact,  it  is  thought  that  so 
much  land  in  that  section  owned  by  the  city  is 
a  detriment  to  the  growth  of  that  section.  If 
this  property  was  in  the  hands  of  private  parties 
it  would  be  used  largely  for  manufacturing  pur- 
poses, and  a  source  of  income  in  the  way  of 
taxes,  instead  of  being  at  present,  to  some  ex- 
tent, a  nuisance. 

In  South  Boston  there  are  five  lots  of  land  on 
Second,  Third  and  N  streets,  quite  desirable  for 
building  purposes,  and  if  cut  up  into  house  lots 
would  meet  with  a  ready  sale.  There  are  111,770 
feet  of  land  in  these  lots,  now  valued  at  §31,679. 
There  is  a  great  demand  for  land  in  South  Bos- 
ton for  small  tenements  for  the  working  classes, 
and  if  the  land  was  offered  in  lots,  on  easy  terms 
of  payment,  it  would  attract  the  attention  of 
those  of  comparatively  small  means,  who  are 
anxious  to  secure  a  homestead. 

The  property  known  as  Wilson's  Hotel,  Brigh- 
ton, lately  used  by  the  Paving  Department  for 
a  yard,  but  now  given  up,  embracing  a  large 
building  and  70,977  feet  of  land  in  the  most  de- 
sirable part  of  Brighton,  should  be  disposed  of. 
I  would  advise  that  the  building  be  sold  and  the 
property  divided  up  into  house  lots.  There  are 
also  160.S80  feet  of  land  at  Cambridge  street, 
Brighton,  that  could  be  divided  up  into  house 
lots  and  disposed  of.  All  this  land  is  well  lo- 
cated desirable  for  building  purposes  and  could 
be  sold  on  easy  terms  of  payment.  There  are 
other  lots  of  land  in  the  hands  of  the  Street 
Commissioners,  in  all  valued  at  $415,161,  and  I 
respectfully  submit  the  entire  list  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  City  Council,  with  the  recom- 
mendation that  all  such  lots  not  wanted  for  city 
purposes  now  or  possibly  in  the  future  be  sold. 


ESTATES, 


6  lots  land 

23  lots  land 

18  lots  land 

10  lots  land 

2  lots  land 

1  lot  land 

Land 

Old  Smallpox  Hospital 

Land 

Land 

Land  and  "buildings . . . 

Land 

Land 

Land 

Land 

Land 

Land 

Land 

Land 

Land  and  building 

Land 

Land 

Land 

Land 

Land 

Land  and  building 


LOCATION     AND     DESCRIP- 
TION. 


Harrison  ave.,  cor.  Stoughton... 

N.  E.  side  Stoughton 

S.  W.  side  East  Newton 

N.  E.  side  East  Newton 

N.  W.  side  Albany 

Cor.  Albany  and  East  Newton... 
S.  W.  side  Dover  and  Harrison, . 

Swett  street 

East  side  Fellows 

W.  side  Fellows  and  Drown  sts.. 


Hunneman  street  and  rear , 

Bainbridge  and  Kingsbury 

Adjoining  Mareella-street  Home., 
Cor.  Heath  and  Tremont 


Second  and  First 

South  side  Second 

Land  Third 

N  street 

Second  street,  east  of  N. 


FEET  OF 
LAND. 


Cor.  New  and  Cross  sts | 

Park  st.  and  Dorchester  av 

Gibson  st.  and  Dorchester  av 

Gibson  st ' 

Gibson  st j 

Boston  st I 

Pump      lot      at      Cambridge      street,  i 

Brighton' I 

Gravel    lot      at     Cambridge     street, 

Brighton I 


10,597 

45,722 

35,511 

16,120 

6,247 

3,677 

5,147 

111.431 

8,429 

25,288 

7,417 

2.642 

0,500 

320,690 

189,168 
42,000 
25,527 
25,000 
15,381 

562 

274,000 

208,760 

27.040 

27,890 

1,345 

102,206 

58,682 


TAXED 
IN  1885. 


gl  5,900 

45,722 

35,511 

16,120 

6,247 

4,596 

11,581 

23,400 

4,200 

10,000 

8,400 

1,321 

6,150 

55,500 

37.834 

14,900 

7,500 

5,313 

3,166 

600 

12,200 

19,500 

2,700 

2.500 

400 


About  gl.50  per  foot  for  land. 
About  1.00  per  foot  for  land. 
About  1.00  per  foot  for  land. 
About  1.00  per  foot  for  land. 
About  1.00  per  foot  for  land. 
About  1.25  per  foot  for  land. 
About  2.25  per  foot  for  land. 
About  0.20  per  foot  for  land. 
About  0.50  per  foot  for  land. 
About  0.40  per  foot  for  land. 
7,992  ft.  taxed.  Bldg.  g500. 
About  §1.00  er  foot  for  land. 
About  0.50  per  foot  for  land. 
About  0  30  per  foot  for  land. 
About    0.15  per  foot  for  land. 

House  of  Corr.  garden. 
About  go. 20  per  foot  for  land. 
About    0.35  per  foot  for  land. 
About    0.30  per  foot  for  land. 
About  20  &  25  per  ft.  for  land. 
About  20  per  foot  for  land. 
882  ft.  taxed.    Bldg.  glOO. 
About  60  per  f*6t  for  land. 
Gibson  school  fund  land. 
Gibson  school  fund  land. 
Gibson  school  fund  land. 
Gibson  school  fund  land. 
City  taxis  2000  feet. 


16,000         Pump  house  taxed  §1200. 
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LOCATION   AND    DESCRIP- 
TION. 

FEET    OF 
LAND. 

TAXED 
IN  1885. 

REMARKS. 

70,977 

30,421 

7  to  9  acres 

9  acres 

20,700 

42,600 

500 
*800 
1,800 
2,200 

,$415,161 

City  taxes  75,100.50  feet,  bldg. 

Old     gravel     pit,     Moreland     street, 
IV.  R..... 

$5000. 
31.329  feet  taxed. 

*Anproximated. 

The  following  pieces  of  property,  building's 
and  land,  are  now  in  the  hands  of  the  superin- 
tendent of  public  buildings,  not  used  by  the 
city,  and  should  be  sold.  The  value  of  the 
property  is  about  §108,950,  which  with  the 
landed  property  above  alluded  to  makes  an  ag- 
gregate of  $524,111  unproductive  property  now 
in  the  hands  of  the  city. 
Cabot  street,  old  engine  house,  4000  feet  land,  as- 
sessed valuation,  90 cents  per  foot $3,000 

Budding 800 

#4,400 

Cottage  place,  sclioolhouse,  13,500  feet,  assesed 

for  (or  60  cents  per  foot) §8,100 

Building 4000 

$12,100 
Old  fchoolhouse,  East  street  and  East  place,  7250 

feet  at  $3  per  foot $21,750 

Value  of  building 10,000 

,$31,750 
Hudson  street,  sclioolhouse,  4270  feet,  valued  a  ..  S9000 
Building •'" 10.000 


$19,000 
Wall  street,  schoolhouse,  3649  feet,  valued  at....  $5,500 
Building 10,000 

$15,500 
Walpole  and  Tremont  streets,  sclioolhouse,  8082 

feet  valued  at ,$18,200 

B nilding $8 .000 


$20,200 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

The  reading  was  dispensed  with  and  the  com- 
munication referred,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Ma- 
guire,  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Aid.  Carroll — I  rise,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  a 
question  of  information.  A  document  has  been 
placed  on  my  desk,  within  30  seconds,  calling 
attention  to  the  document  which  you  were  just 
about  reading,  and  whether  others  have 
the  information  I  do  not  know,  but  I 
have  not;  and  I  would  like  to  inquire 
where  that  document  comes  from?  If  I 
understand  aright,  the  document  which  you 
have  been  reading  is,  I  think,  a  document 
which  has  been  sent  from  the  executive 
of  the  city  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  it  has 
been  published  or  placed  in  print  upon  my  desk, 
and  I  assume  or  suppose  it  w  the  same  as  that 
document.  I  would  like  to  know  by  whose  au- 
thority it  was  done,  if  the  Chair  can  give  me  that 
information. 

The  Chairman— I  am  informed  that  the  com- 
munication from  the  Executive  Department 
was  brought  in  by  the  private  secretary  of  His 
Honor  the  Mayor. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  am  not  asking  about  the 
communication;  but  if  the  Chair  is  in  a  posi- 
tion to  inform  me  I  would  like  to  know  where 
this  document,  that  I  have  in  my  hand,  came 
from? 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  was  about  to  in- 
form the  alderman  that  the  private  secretary  of 
His  Honor  the  Mayor,  when  he  brought  in  the 
communication,  also  brought  in  the  printed 
document  which  is  on  the  alderman's  desk. 

Aid.  Carroll— In  order  to  expTain  my  request 
to  the  Board,  I  wish  to  say  that,  being  on  the 
Committee  on  Printing,  I  wanted  to  ascertain 
what  part  of  the  appropriation  for  the  year  the 
printing  of  documents  of  this  kind  is  charged 
to. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE   ON   PETITIONS. 

A  petition  was  received  from  L.  G.  Burnham 
&  Co.,  for  license  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary 
steam  engine  of  20-horse  power  at  East  Chester 
Park,  corner  Hilton  street,  Ward  20.  An  order 
9f  notice  was  passed  for  a  hearing  thereon  on 
Monday,  Sept.  20,  instant,  at  4  P.  M. 


Petitions  for  leave  to  project  bay  windows 
were  received  from : 

A.  D.  Collins,  three,  Nos.  1,  3  and 5  Paul  street, 
Ward  16. 

Michael  Sullivan,  one,  Centre  street,  near 
Pynchon  street. 

Edward  Reynolds,  three,  west  corner  Blue- 
Hill  avenue  and  Cheney  street  (two  on  Blue-Hill 
a'venue  and  one  on  Cheney  street). 

Orders  of  notice  were  passed  for  hearings  on 
the  above  on  19th  of  September,  instant,  at  4 
P.M. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Nathan  B.  Good- 
now  for  leave  to  project  iron  brackets  from  Nos. 
1172  to  1194  Washington  street  (the  Grand  Opera 
House)  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  an  illu- 
minated sign.  An  order  of  notice  was  passed 
for  a  hearing  thereon  on  Monday,  Sept.  19,  at  4 
P.M. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED 

To  the  Committee  on  Armoriesrr Lieutenant; 
Edward  W.  Hagerty,  commanding  Company  D, 
Ninth  Regiment,  for  permission  to  remove  from 
their  present  quarters  in  Montgomery  Hall, 
Broadway.  South  Boston. 

To  the  Committee  an  Licenses — Charles  P, 
Blatt,  for  a  license  for  Museum  and  Aquari- 
um at  886  and  888  Washington  street. 

Abbey  &  Schoeffel,  for  a  license  for  Park  The- 
atre for  season  of  18S7-1S88. 

L,  P.  Smith,  for  leave  to  give  a  sacred  concert 
at  the  Bijou  Theatre,  Sept.  11. 

•lames  King,  for  license  for  athletic  and  vari- 
ety entertainment  on  Dartmouth  street  grounds. 

To.  the  Committee  mi  Funenil  Hull,  etc.— N.  E. 
Chase  and  others,  for  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  on 
the  evening  of  September  15th  next. 

To  the  .Superintendent  of  Common— Sarah  P. 
Mason,  that  the  tree  in  front  of  her  premises  on 
Monroe  si  reel  lie  I  rimmed, 

To  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department — Board 
of  Police,  for  enlargement  of  lot  of  police  station 
house  No.  9  by  taking  307Vi  feet  from  the  lot  of 
Engine  No.  12. 

To  the  Committee  <>n  Stei/m  Engines,  etc.— 
Kerosene  Heating  Company,  for  leave  to  locate 
and  use  a  steam  boiler  of  4-horse  power  for  ex- 
perimental purposes  at  basement  191  High  street, 
Ward  12. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares— 
E.  M.  White  and  others,  for  permission  to  hold 
open-air  meetings  in  certain  unenclosed  squares 
and  street  junctions. 

To  Committee  Police  (Aid.) — Henry  Friese,,  to 
be  paid  for  the  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  a  dog. 

F.  A.  At  wood  and  others,  residents  at  the  West 
End,  that  parades  of  the  Salvation  Army  and 
the  use  of  drums  and  brass  instruments  in  their 
barracks  on  Cambridge  street,  be  prohibited. 

Martha  J.  Bartlott,  for  compensation  for  fowls 
killed  by  dogs. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings — Board 
of  Police,  that  the  rooms  occupied  by  the  Muni- 
cipal Court  in  Police  Station  House  No.  13,  be 
assigned  to  the  use  of  the  Police  Depart- 
ment. 

To  the  Committee  on.  Fleetrie  Wires— New  Eng- 
land Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company,  for 
leave  to  erect  poles  in  Northampton  street,  be- 
tween Tremont  street  and  Harrison  avenue. 

New  England  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Com- 
pany, for  leave  to  place  wires  on  the  poles  of  the 
Suburban  Light  and  Power  Company  in  Brigh- 
ton avenue,  Cambridge  and  Washington  streets, 
Brighton. 

Remonstrance  of  J.T.  Brown  and  N.  A.  Church, 
trustees,  against  the  erection  of  a  metal  box  on 
Eliot  street,  near  Washington  street. 

To  the  Committee  on.  Sewers— James  Jack- 
son and  others,  for  a  sewer  in  Salem  street,  be- 
tween Albion  and  Corinth  streets,  Ward  23. 

Paul  B.    Watson,    for   a   sewer   in   Warwick 


SEPTEMBER     6,     1887 


753 


street,  from  Hammond  street  to  the  end  of  the 
existing  sewer. 

Joshua  D.  Worf  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in 
Freeman  street,  between  Charles  street  and  the 
Old  Colony  railroad,  Ward  24. 

N.  E.  O'Sullivan,  for  a  sewer  in  Haviland 
street,  between  Chester  park  and  Parker  street. 

Silas  Potter  and  F.  J.  Ward,  trustees  estate 
Aiiel  Low,  for  a  sewer  in  a  portion  of  Cleveland 
street,  Ward  21. 

H.  A.  Muller  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in  Walter 
street,  Ward  23,  between  South  and  Peters 
streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps — Notice  of  hear- 
ing before  the  Gas  Commissioners,  Monday, 
Sept.  12,  on  petition  of  the  Brookline  Gas  Light 
Company,  for  leave  to  engage  in  the  business  of 
generating  and  furnishing  electric  light  and 
power. 

John  Dean,  for  a  public  lamp  on  Watson  place, 
off  Everett  street,  Ward  3. 

Thomas  Brennan,  for  a  public  lamp  on  Ash- 
land street,  near  Hyde  Park  avenue,  Ward  23. 

James  Jackson  and  others,  for  public  lamps  on 
Salem  street,  Ward  23. 

Miles  Muldoon  and  others,  for  public  lamps  on 
a  place  rear  oi  533  Main  street,  Charlestown. 

Thomas  Clune  and  others,  for  a  public  lamp 
on  Franklin  court.  Ward  20. 

Walter  Horton  &  Co.,  for  public  lamps  on  Uti- 
ca  street,  south  of  Tufts  street. 

John  P.  Barnard  &  Co.  and  others,  for  public 
lamps  on  Chardon  street,  opposite  No.  24. 

Otto  Stucklen  and  others,  for  public  lamps  on 
Back  street,  between  Austin  and  Morton 
streets. 

William  G.  Benedict,  for  a  gas  lamp  in  rear  of 
392  Marl  borough  street. 

Fred  Reed,  for  public  lamps  on  Boylston 
street,  between  Exeter  and  Fairfield  streets. 

E.  B.  Baager  and  son  and  others,  for  electric 
lights  on  Pitts  street,  Ward  7 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  (Aid.)— George 
E.  Battis,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden 
building  for  one  horse  on  Gladstone  street,  for- 
merly lerrace  avenue,  Wardl. 

Rev.  Joseph  H.  Cassin,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
proposed  wooden  building  for  one  horse  on  rear 
404  Sumner  street,  Ward  2. 

N.  Tufts,  Jr.,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old  wooden 
building  for  13  additional  horses,  corner  Chap- 
man and  Miller  streets,  Ward  5. 

H,  H.  Fay,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  proposed 
brick  building  for  a  stable  for  four  horses  on 
unnamed  street  rear  328  Beacon  street,  Ward  11. 

John  Graham,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  proposed 
brick  building  for  SO  horses,  on  Warrenton 
street,  Nos.  99  and  101,  Ward  12. 

Thomas  P.  Butler,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old 
brick  building  for  one  horse  on  corner  Hamp- 
shire and  Vernon  streets,  Ward  19. 

Philip  Sundell,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old 
wooden  building  for  one  horse  on  24  Newbern 
street,  Ward  19. 

James  Kenney,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  proposed 
wooden  building  for  two  horses  on  Quincy 
street,  rear  112,  Ward  20. 

Frank  E.  Wilbur,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  pro- 
posed wooden  building  for  two  horses  on  corner 
Humboldt  avenue  and  Crawford  streets,  Ward 
21. 

J.  Donivan,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  proposed 
wooden  building  for  three  horses  on  Kimball 
street,  Ward  22* 

William  L.  Follan,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old 
wooden  building  for  one  horse  on  Seaverns  ave- 
nue, Ward  23. 

Thomas  Magmnis,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  pro- 
posed wooden  building  for  two  horses  on  Ja- 
maica street,  Ward  23. 

Fred  D.  Flagg,  agent,  for  leave  to  occupy  an 
old  wooden  building  for  10  additional  horses  on 
Centre,  opposite  Burroughs  street,  Ward  23. 

William  McLaughlin,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
proposed  wooden  building  for  two  horses,  on 
Jones  avenue,  Ward  24. 

Luther  Moulton,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  pro- 
posed wooden  building  for  two  horses,  on  Rich- 
mond street,  in  the  rear,  WTard  24, 

W.  H.  Edes,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  proposed 
wooden  building  for  two  horses,  on  Norfolk 
street,  near  Walkhill  street,  Ward  24. 

S.  E.  Hyde,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  proposed 
wooden  building  for  two  horses,  on  Gardner 
street,  Allston,  Ward  25, 

J.  A.  Sawyer,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  proposed 
wooden  building  for  one  cow,  on  rear  50  Market 
street,  Ward  25. 


Samuel  Appleton.  for  leave  to  occupy  a  pro- 
posed wooden  building  for  one  horse,  on  Reeds- 
dale  street,  Allston,  Ward  25. 

N.  E.  Moral  Reform  Association,  for  leave  to 
establish  a  lying-in-hospital  at  6  Oak  place. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims — Edwin  F.  Bow- 
ker,  to  be  refunded  the  amount  paid  with  inter- 
est thereon  for  an  alleged  invalid  tax  deed  of 
an   estate  assessed  to  Andrew  J.  Church. 

Edwin  F.  Bowker,  trustee,  to  be  refunded  the 
amount  paid  with  interest  thereon  for  an  al- 
leged tax  deed  of  an  estate  assessed  to  Sarah  B. 
Bowker. 

Sarah  B.  Bowker,  to  be  refunded  the  amount 
paid  for  an  alleged  invalid  tax  deed  with  inter- 
est thereon  of  an  estate  assessed  to  Thomas 
Ellis. 

Patrick  O'Brien,  to  be  compensated  for  dam- 
ages by  the  flooding  of  his  house,  243  Cabot 
street,  Ward  25,  caused  by  the  acts  of  city  em- 
ployees. 

Thomas  McManus,  to  be  paid  for  damage  to 
grass  by  the  sewer  on  Carleton  street. 

Andrew  H.  Murphy,  for  compensation  for  in- 
jury to  his  building  leased  by  him  on  Dimock 
street,  said  injury  having  been  caused  by  the 
employees  of  the  city  by  blasting. 

Nellie  M.  Brown,  offering  to  surrender  and 
discharge  an  alleged  invalid  tax  deed  to  estate 
of  Josiah  Gooding,  heirs,  on  Gerrish  and  New- 
ton streets. 

Nellie  M.  Brown,  offering  to  surrender  and 
discharge  an  alleged  invalid  tax  deed  of  estate 
of  Josiah  Gooding,  heirs  on  Gerrish  street. 

Nellie  M.  Brown,  offering  to  surrender  and 
discharge  an  alleged  invalid  tax  deed  of  an  es- 
tate of  Margaret/Gallery,  heirs,  on  rear  of  Colony 
street. 

Nellie  M.  Brown,  offering  to  surrender  and 
discharge  an  alleged  invalid  tax  deed  of  an  es- 
tate of  William  Sterns  on  Dorchester  avenue 
and  Patterson  street. 

Nellie  M.  Brown,  offering  to  surrender  and 
discharge  an  alleged  invalid  tax  deed  of  an 
estate  of  Josiah  Gooding,  heirs,  on  Newton 
street. 

Nellie  M.  Brown,  offering  to  surrender  and 
dischage  an  alleged  invalid  tax  deed  of  an  es- 
tate of  Emily  F,  Merrick  on  Windsor  place. 

Nellie  M.  Brown,  offering  to  surrender  and 
discharge  an  alleged  invalid  tax  deed  of  an  es- 
tate of  Ebenezer  P.  Robinson  on  Homera  and 
Moore  streets. 

Lottie  E.  Brown,  offering  to  surrender  and 
discharge  an  alleged  invalid  tax  deed  of  an  es- 
tate of  Thomas  Heaphy  on  rear  of  Paris  street. 

Lottie  E.  Brown,  offering  to  surrender  and 
discharge  an  alleged  invalid  tax  deed  of  an  es- 
tate of  Andrew  J.  Church  on  Roslin  avenue. 

Lottie  E.  Brown,  offering  to  surrender  and 
discharge  an  alleged  invalid  tax  deed  of  an  es- 
tate of  Ellen  M.  Gallagher,  West  Eighth  street, 

Anna  S.  Manning,  for  compensaton  for  perso- 
nal injuries  received  July  16, 1887,  on  account  of 
an  alleged  defect  in  Castle  street. 

George  W.  Rhodes,  for  compensation  for  per- 
sonal injuries  by  falling  in  the  public  street 
June  9,  1887. 

Adaline  Faxon,  executor  estate  of  Henry 
Faxon  and  others,  to  be  refunded  such  portion 
of  betterments  on  account  of  the  Marine  park 
as  will  place  them  on  the  same  basis  as  those 
who  have  brought  suits  against  the  city. 

William  J.  Stevens,  trustee,  to  be  refunded 
such  portion  of  betterments  for  Marine  park 
as  will  place  him  upon  the  same  basis  as  those 
who  have  brought  suits  against  the  city. 

Mary  Noonan,  for  compensation  for  damages 
to  her  estate  by  the  acts  of  city  employees  in 
making  repairs  or  improvements  on  Stony 
brook. 

To  the  Committee  on  the  Department. tor  the 
Inspection  of  Bv ildings— Joseph  M.  Towle,  for 
leave  to  build  addition  on  Border  street,  rear 
230,  Ward  2. 

Albert  Stirks,  for  leave  to  build  an  addi- 
tion to  building  on  679  Saratoga  street,  Ward  1. 

Atlantic  AVorks.  for  leave  to  build  two  wood- 
en additions  on  60  to  76  Border  street.  Ward  2. 

Austin  C.  Wellington,  for  leave  to  build  wood- 
en building  on  Burnham's  wharf.  Ward  15. 

Old  Colony  Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to 
build  wooden  building  on  Foundry  street,  rear 
of  Old  Colony  railroad  yards,  Ward  13. 

Thomas  Gray  and  L.  W.  Clark,  for  leave  to 
build  a  wooden  building  on  rear  of  146  Border 
street.  Ward  2. 

To  the  Committee  on  Railroads— West  End 
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Street  Railroad  Company,  for  change  of  loca- 
tion for  their  tracks  in  that  part  of  Beacon 
street  between  Commonwealth  avenue  and  St. 
Mary's  street. 

To  the  Committee  on. Paving— Dannie  M.  Fer- 
guson, for  edgestones,  17  Savin  street. 

Caroline  A.  Beck,  for  edgestones  and  brick 
sidewalk  at  20  to  30  Franklin  street,  Ward  25. 

Michael  J.  Gavaghan,  for  edgestones  and  brick 
sidewalk,  223  and  255  Marion  street,  Ward  1. 

Petitions  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  the 
following  estates : 

Emanuel  Nathan,  Dudley  street,  between 
Clarence  street  and  Woodward  avenue. 

Robert  W.  Parker,  73  and  75  Clifton  street, 
Dorchester. 

First  Reformed  Presbyterian  Congregation, 
corner  Ferdinand  and  Isabella  streets. 

Magnus  Lefstron,  201  Centre  street. 

O.  E.  R.  Wallis,  102  Mt.  Pleasant  avenue, 
Ward  20. 

Leroy  W.  Dinsmore,  15  Centre  avenue,  Ward  24. 

John  J.  Teevens,  87  P  street. 

W.  A.  Gatz,  30,  32,  36  Ward  street. 

Patrick  Mali  an,  136  Cabot,  corner  Weston  street. 

Silas  W.  Merrill,  254,  256,  258  Marlborough 
street. 

Charles  C.  Foster,  106-114  inclusive,  Roxbury 
street. 

James  Graham  and  others,  that  Burton  street 
may  be  paved  with  granite  blocks. 

M.  F.  Dickinson,  Jr.,  for  edgestones  and  paved 
gutters  in  front  of  estate  of  Thomas  Wait  on 
Wait  street,  Ward  22. 

Samuel  Barnard,  attorney,  that  the  estates 
129  and  131  Summer  street  be  renumbered  129, 
131  and  133. 

T.  A.  McDennott  and  others,  for  a  plant  walk 
on  Perkins  street,  Ward  23,  from  Prince  street 
to  Centre  street. 

John  Treadney,  and  others,  for  a  proper 
change  in  the  numbers  of  the  premises  now 
numbered  129  and  131  Summer  street.  Ward  12. 

Dennis  Cronin,  for  a  crossing  in  front  of  a 

Srivate  street  across  Spring  street,  between 
lontgomery  street  and  Baker  street. 

Thomas  Cuddihy,  for  leave  to  place  a  coal 
scuttle  in  the  sidewalk  at  63  C  street,  South 
Boston. 

G.  E.  Farmer,  for  leave  to  place  a  bulkhead  in 
the  sidewalk  at  41  South  Eden  street,  Charles- 
town. 

William  R.  Cavanagh,  to  move  a  wooden 
building  across  Parker  street,  Ward  22. 

William  R.  Cavanagh.  to  move  a  wooden 
building  from  Blue  Hill  avenue  to  unnamed 
street,  corner  Geneva  avenue.  Ward  24. 

Owners  and  tenants  of  property  on  Winter 
street,  for  paving  that  street  with  ceramite 
blocks. 

Empire  Brewing  Company  and  others,  that 
Hampshire  street  be  paved  with  granite  blocks 
between  Swett  and  George  streets. 

W.  H.  Partridge  and  others,  for  a  crosswalk 
midway  between  Elmore  and  Marcella  streets 
on  Washington  street. 

H.  Gore  &  Co..  for  permission  to  pave  a  por- 
tion of  Winter  street  with  the  ceramite  block 
navement.  Shepard,  Norwell  &  Co.,  and  others, 
in  aid  of  same. 

LOCATION  ACCEPTED. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad  Company  of  acceptance  of  the  117th 
and  118th  locations,  granted  by  this  Board,  Aug. 
22, 1887.    Placed  on  rile. 

REPORTS   OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Report  of  Fire  Commissioners,  of  fires  and 
alarms  in  August.    Sent  down. 

Report  of  Boston  Water  Board,  giving  receipts 
for  quarter  ending  Sept.  1,  1887.  Sale  of  old  ma- 
terial, $2491.42;  rents,  $204.90;  merchandise, 
$93.53;  miscellaneous,  $11.28— $2801.13.  Sent 
down. 

Monthly  statement  of  Treasury  Department 
(City  Doc.  140).    Sent  down. 

Auditor's  monthly  exhibit  (City  Doc.  139). 
Sent  down. 

Report  of  superintendent  of  sewers,  giving 
cost  of  constructing  common  sewers  in  Parker 
street,  $1128.78 ;  Rogers  street,  $127.82;  Gordon 
street,  $388.98.  Severally  referred  to  Committee 
on  Sewers. 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners, 
that  they  are  unable  to  sell  the  730  Albany  street 
wharf  lot  on  terms  satisfactory,  and  propos- 
ing to  transfer  it  to  the  Water  Department. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Water. 


HARBOR. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Harbor  and 
Land  Commissioners  of  a  hearing  Sept.  8,  at  11 
A.M..  on  petition  of  John  G.  Gilbert,  et  als.,  for 
license  to  maintain  Atkins  wharf.  Placed  on 
file 

OLD  FRANKLIN  SCHOOLHOUSE. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  presented  the  following : 
City  of  Boston,  ] 

Department  for  the 
Inspection  of  Buildings, 
Old  State  House,  Sept.  6,  1887.  J 

To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of 
the  City  of  Boston. 

Gentlemen,— In  compliance  with  your  order 
of  Aug.  22d,  "that  the  inspector  of  buildings  be 
directed  to  report  to  this  Board  at  its  next  meet- 
ing the  condition  of  the  old  'Franklin  school- 
house,'  "  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report : 

This  building,  located  No.  1151  Washington 
street.  Ward  16,  has  a  frontage  of  72  and 
36  1-100,  rearage  of  72  and  26  1-100,  and  depth  of 
56,413  1-100  ground  measurement.  It  is  three 
stories  in  height,  with  a  pitched,  slated  roof.  It 
is  a  brick  building  with  block  stone  foundations 
resting  on  hard  pan  and  freestone  trimmings. 
The  height  of  the  external  walls  from  grade  of 
Washington  street  to  highest  point  is  sixty  feet 
(60). 

For  internal  construction  see  diagrams  follow- 
ing. 

For  location  and  thickness  of  partition  walls 
see  diagrams  A,  B,  and  C. 

For  location  of  trusses  supporting  third  floor, 
diagram  C. 

For  transverse  section  of  height,  see  diagram 

For  section  of  rear  wall  and  of  truss,  see  dia- 
gram E. 

This  section  shows  the  construction  of  the 
wall  above  the  third  floor,  indicaiing  the  air 
spaces.pilasters,  buttresses, etc., also  the  construc- 
tion of  the  third  floor  trusses,  which  have  a  span 
of  40"  10  feet  on  centres.  The  external  walls  are 
of  various  thicknesses,  being  20",  16"  and  12", 
with  pilasters  or  buttresses;  they  are  veneered 
with  best  quality  face  brick  4"  in  thickness 
and  backed  with  hrst  quality  hard-burned  brick 
and  strengthened  as  shown  on  diagram. 

The  quality  and  quantity  of  material  used  in 
the  construction  of  this  building  was  sufficient 
for  a  first-class  building  in  every  particular,  but 
by  the  method  practised  it  contains  neither 
strength,  stability  nor  safety ;  in  case  of  tire  its 
certain  and  swift  destruction  would  be  almost 
assured.  The  external  walls  are  dangerous  and 
unsafe,  and  must  be  secured  whether  occupied 
or  not. 

The  outside  face  brick  wall  has  separated 
from  backing  from  1"  to  2V2",  and  is  liable  to 
fall. 

The  rear  external  wall  presents  an  aperture  at 
third  story  of  2"  from  end  to  end,  and  this  is 
specially  true  of  the  buttresses  which  support 
the  ends  of  floor  timbers  and  roof  trusses. 

The  external  walls  are  bulged  and  out  of 
plumb,  the  cornice  is  split  oft  and  the  bricks 
are  loose  and  the  gable  end  walls  are  in  the 
same  condition. 

The  cause  of  the  present  condition  of  the  out- 
side face  brick  or  veneered  wall  is  its  faulty 
construction.  The  belting  courses  were  so  laid 
as  to  turn  the  water  into  the  wall,  and  by 
its  congealment  in  cold  weather  so  expanded 
that  it  split  and  forced  this  wall  from  its 
backing.  I  am,  therefore,  of  the  opinion  that 
this  building  is  unsafe  and  dangerous  and  not 
fit  to  be  occupied  as  a  public  building,  from 
reasons  hereinbefore  set  forth, 

I  would  recommend  that  the  several  floors  and 
roofs  be  shored  up  and  the  face  external  walls 
be  taken  down  and  rebuilt  and  tied  to  inside 
backing,  and  cornice  and  gable  ends  be  rebuilt, 
and  such  other  internal  improvements  as  to 
egress  and  safety  against  swift  destruction  by 
fire,  as  the  interests  of  the  city  demand 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  S.  Damrell, 
Inspector  of  Buildings. 

The  Chairman— What  is  the  pleasure  of  the 
Board? 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  hardly  caught  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Inspector  of  Buildings. 

The   Chairman— He   recommends   that    the 
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building  be  placed  in  a  safe  condition  for  occu- 
pancy. 

Aid.  BROjrwiCH— I  am  ratber  surprised  at  this 
late  day  that  that  building,  which  has  been 
used  as  a  schoolhouse  for  children  until  within 
four  or  fiye  years,  should  suddenly  be  found 
out  to  be  dangerous,  and  not  only  is  it  likely  to 
fall,  but  that  a  tire  would  penetrate  the  whole 
building  in  a  short  time  if  it  got  a  fair 
start.  I  am  not  going  to  condemn  any  de- 
partment for  not  investigating  this  school- 
house  before,  but  I  think  it  yery  strange 
at  this  time,  after  a  lease  has  been 
granted  to  certain  parties  to  use  it  for  an  armo- 
ry, that  suddenly  this  place,  which  has,  within 
four  years,  been  considered  fit  for  children, 
should  not  now  be  found  fit  for  an  armory.  Now 
we  know  very  well  that  children,  especially  the 
large  number  there,  would  shake  that  build- 
ing very  much,  quite  as  much  as  those  who 
would  use  the  armory  on  certain  days  when 
they  drill,  if  they  do  drill.  I  would  like  to  know 
from  the  committee  what  would  be  the  cost  of 
repairing  that  building,  if  the  committee  have 
estimated  it,  so  that  the  grant  that  has  been 
made  to  the  posts  shall  not  be  withdrawn,  but 
that  money  may  be  provided  so  that  they  may 
still  have  the  use  of  that  armory.  I  think,  as  I 
said  before,  that,  if  this  could  be  used  without 
fear  by  six  or  seven  hundred  school  chil- 
dren for  years,  that  this  announcement  that 
it  isn't  fit  for  an  armory  for  two  posts  is  rather 
sudden.  I  would  like  to  have  more  informa- 
tion, if  Aid.  Smith  can  give  it  to  us. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Sjiith— I  am  very  sorry  that  this 
matter  comes  up  at  this  time,  because  it  puts 
the  posts  of  the  Grand  Army  now  occupying  the 
building  and  the  city  in  an  unpleasant  position 
towards  each  other.  The  use  of  the  building 
was  granted  to  the  two  posts  of  the  Grand  Army 
at  a  merely  nominal  rent,  in  proof  of  the  good 
faith  of  the  city.  At  that  time,  I  am  convinced, 
no  member  of  the  government  or  of  the  heads 
of  departments  knew  anything  about  the  con- 
dition of  ibis  building,  other  than  that  it 
was  somewhat  out  of  repair  and  needed 
something  done  to  it.  They  certainly  were 
not  aware  of  its  dangerous  condition.  I  had  oc- 
casion to  examine  the  building  last  vear  for  an 
armory,  and  at  that  time  it  was  supposed  a  tew 
repair's  were  necessary,  but  nobody  officially 
connected  with  the  government  had  the  least 
idea  that  the  building  was  unsafe.  This  is  evi- 
dent from  the  fact  that  one  of  the  departments 
was  allowed  to  remain  there  and  is  there  today. 
But  when,  through  some  investigation  by  the 
superintendent  of  public  buildings,  it  was  dis- 
covered that  this  building  was  unsafe,  and  a 
fortnight  ago  Aid.  Sullivan  introduced  an  order 
asking  that  the  inspector  of  buildings,  who  is 
the  official  charged  with  the  investiga- 
tion of  all  public  buildings  which  are 
thought  to  be  at  all  dangerous,  investigates 
and  reports  upon  the  condition  of  this 
building  it  brought  the  matter  before  the  public 
notice.  Aid.  Sullivan  and  myself  accompanied 
the  inspector  in  his  investigation,  and  he  satis- 
fied me,  and,  I  believe,  also  Aid.  Sullivan,  that 
the  building  ought  to  be  vacated  at  once,  that  it 
was  entirely  unsafe  for  occupancy  even  by  our 
enemies,  and  I  certainly  wouldn't  keep  a  friend 
in  there  a  day.  The  building  is  in  such  a  condi- 
tion that,  in  my  judgment,  if  the  floors  would 
give  way,  the  whole  building  would  collapse  at 
once.  All  that  seem  to  hold  it  up  today  are  the 
trusses  and  floor  timbers,  and  they  are  simply 
hanging  by  the  gills,  as  it  were,  to  the  edges  of 
the  wall.  There  isn't  a  straight  timber  in  the 
building,  inside  or  out,  as  far  as  we  could  see.  The 
outside  walls  are  entirely  out  of  plumb.  The 
inside  wall  is  the  strong  one,  the  outside  wall 
being  simplv  a  veneer  of  brick,  and  it  doesn't 
seem  as  though  there  was  a  tie  between  the 
walls  anvwhere.  The  walls  stand  separately, 
the  outside  wall  standing  as  a  mere  veneer  of  a 
single  brick  thickness,  without  anything  to 
support  it.  I  don't  think  even  the  truss  timbers 
run  out  even  to  that  wall,  and  they  might  drop 
out  of  the  building  at  any  time.  Now  the 
Grand  Army  posts  are  apt  any  time  to  give  a 
reception  or  entertainment  to  their  friends,  or 
as  an  alderman  remarks,  they  might  themselves 
assemble  in  large  numbers,  and  a  large  number 
of  people  moving  about  in  step  might  shake 
the  building  to  a  greater  extent  than  usual, 
and  might  subject  it  to  such  a  shock 
as  might  in  time  wreck  the  building  and  occa 
sion  great  disaster  and  loss  among  the  people 


there  and  also  to  the  city.  The  question  before 
us  now  is  not  as  to  what  shall  be  done  with  the 
posts  of  the  Grand  Army,  but  it  is  a  very  serious 
question  as  to  what  shall  be  done  vviththe  build- 
ing. "Whether  the  building  is  to  be  repaired  or 
not  is  another  consideration,  but  certainly  until 
something  is  done  towards  rendering  the  build- 
ing sale  it  should  not  be  occupied  for  another 
day.  It  is  entirely  unsafe,  and  the  statements 
that  have  been  going  about  that  this  is  a  job  put 
up  on  the  posts  is  entirely  wrong.  There  is  no 
truth  in  it  whatever.  As  I  said  before,  the 
condition  of  this  building  was  not  discovered 
until  very  recently.  The  report  came  to  us  first 
from  the  superintendent  of  public  buildings, 
and  now  we  get  it  officially  from  the  inspector 
of  buildings,  who  is  recognized  as  a  person  in 
every  way  competent  to  make  this  investiga- 
tion, and  one  whose  judgment  would  be  taken 
either  in  court  or  before  building  experts,  and 
when  he  says  the  building  ought  not  to  he  oc- 
cupied, that,  it  seems  to  me,  is  sufficient  to 
know.  The  building  should  be  at  once  cleared  * 
of  its  occupants  and  should  not  be  allowed  to 
be  used  again  until  it  has  been  strengthened  in 
some  way.  What  the  cost  of  repairs  will  be  is  a 
future  consideration,  and  what  is  to  be  done 
with  the  posts  will  be  also  a  future  considera- 
tion. I  regret  as  much  as  anybody  that  this 
thing  happened  at  this  time,  because  I  know 
that  at  least  one  of  the  posts  making  prepara- 
tions to  go  into  the  building  has  done  a  great 
deal  of  work  and  been  to  considerable  ex- 
pense to  arrange  for  their  occupancy,  and  I 
am  also  told  that  they  have  solicited  contri- 
butions from  their  friends  and  have  succeed- 
ed in  raising  a  large  amount  to  be  spent  on  the 
building.  Unless  the  money  is  used  in  that  way 
they  feel  in  honor  bound  to  return  it,  which,  of 
course,  would  be  a  hardship  to  them,  as  the 
money  was  given  for  their  own  comfort  and 
convenience.  But  we  are  in  a  position  where 
there  is  only  one  thing  to  be  clone.  None  of 
us  want  the  building  to  fall  on  the  members 
of  the  Grand  Army  posts  or  anybody  else.  We 
don't  desire  to  kill  anybody,  and  it  looks 
very  much,  if  the  building  is  allowed 
to  be  occupied,  as  if  we  might  be  the  innocent 
cause  of  damage  and  injury  to  a  large  number 
of  persons.  Since  we  have  got  ourselves  into 
this  position.  1  shall  be  perfectly  glad  at  any 
time  to  vote  for  any  other  building  the  city  may 
have,  which  is  not  in  use,  for  temporary  occu- 
pancy by  the  Grand  Army,  until  some  arrange- 
ment can  be  made  for  their  future  convenience. 
But  as  this  is  simply  a  business  transaction, 
without  any  sentiment  whatever,  and  we  have 
all  the  facts  just  exactly  as  they  are  from  the 
superintendent  of  buildings,  with  the  statement 
that  the  building  ought  to  be  vacated  at  once, 
it  seems  to  me  there  is  nothing  left  for  us  to  do 
but  have  the  building  vacated,  and  after  that 
we  will  see  if  anything  can  be  done  to  provide 
for  the  posts. 

Aid.  Sullivan— As  a  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings.  I  ac- 
companied the  inspector  and  Aid.  Smith  out  to 
the  Franklin  School.  It  was  the  first  time  I  was 
ever  inside  <>i  that  building.  lam  not  a  me- 
chanic or  a  building  expert,  but  if  that  building 
belonged  to  me,  and  I  was  responsible  for  any 
people  who  might  be  killed  in  it,  I  shouldn't 
allow  any  one  inside  of  it,  in  the  condition  it  is 
in  now.  I  instructed  the  clerk  of  committees  to 
look  up  the  specifications  for  that  building  some 
40  years  ago,  but  he  couldn't  find  them.  I  be- 
lieve the  city  was  swindled  ver>  badly 
when  that  building  was  built.  I  believe 
they  knew  bow  to  swindle  then  as 
well  as  they  do  today.  There  is  what 
you  would  call  at  first  sight  a  two-foot  wall  to 
that  building,  but  there  is  really  a  four-inch 
wall  outside  and  an  eight-inch  wall  inside,  with 
one  foot  of  empty  space  between  them.  That  is 
the  way  they  built  a  two-foot  wall  in  those  days. 
I  consider  that  building  unsafe,  and,  as  I  told 
the  clerk  of  the  inspector  of  milk  downstairs, 
were  I  in  his  place,  I  would  not  stay  in  the 
building  one  day.  Now  I  shall  move  that  the 
communication  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  to  provide  the  means  to  repair  or 
rebuild  that  building  so  as  to  put  it  in  a  safe 
condition. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  don't  believe  any  member  of 
the  Board  will  differ  with  what  the  gentleman 
who  has  just  taken  his  seat  has  said.  I  think 
we  all  agree  that  where  a  building  is  unsafe,  as 
shown  here,  nobody  should  be  allowed  in  it,  and 


756 


BOARD     OF     ALDERMEN. 


life  should  not  be  endangered.  But  there  is  some- 
thing else  to  be  considered  in  these  matters. 
These  things  have  all  been  discovered  within  a 
very  short'period.  In  reading  the  paper  the 
other  day,  I  read  a  lengthy  article  headed  a 
"rat"  or  a  "cat  in  the  meal,"  and  while  I  don't 
take  much  stock  generally  in  what  a  good  many 
people  say,  it  does  seem  to  me  peculiar  that 
during  the  large  number  of  years  that  this 
building  has  been  used  no  fault  should  have 
been  observed,  or  at  least  that  not  sufficient  in- 
terest should  have  been  take  in  the  matter  to 
look  it  up.  but  that  the  moment  we  give  it  to 
the  Grand  Army  posts  and  get  a  dollar  a  year 
out  of  them,  some  "ne  should  detect  the 
danger  and  make  a  great  public  alarm 
and  circulate  the  report  that  the  build- 
ing was  not  safe  and  was  apt  to  kill 
somebody.  Now  I  am  willing,  as  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  to  vote  to  give  to  the 
Grand  Army  the  finest  building  they  can  get  in 
,  the  city  of  Boston,  situated  on  the  finest  loca- 
:'  tion  that  can  be  obtained  in  the  city  of  Boston, 
believing  that  it  would  be  a  proper  and  cheap 
thing  for  the  city  of  Boston  to  do.  Now,  if  you 
are  going  to  make  any  changes  of  this  kind,  I 
will  vote  to  have  this  building  placed  in  the 
best  condition  possible,  but  I  also  want  ,the 
Grand  Army  posts  to  whom  we  have  given  this 
building  to  feel  that  when  the  repairs  are  made 
they  can  return,  and  that  nobody  else  will  get 
the  building  from  them.  If  that  is  the  in- 
tent of  the  two  aldermen  who  have  just 
taken  their  seats,  I  will  cheerfully  sup- 
port it.  If  the  intent,  however,  is  to  have 
repairs  made  at  considerable  expense  and 
then  to  have  some  persons  or  organizations  hire 
the  building,  paying  a  big  rent  for  it,  I  am  not 
in  favor  of  anything  of  the  kind.  I  believe  it 
belongs  to  these  people;  I  believe  it  should  be 
put  in  condition,  and  that  they  should  be  al- 
lowed the  use  of  it,  as  I  think  they  should  have 
as  good  a  place  as  it  is  possible  to  give  them. 
They  are  only  going  to  be  with  us  a  short  while, 
and  while  they  are  with  us  let  us  show  them 
that  we  appreciate  the  efforts  they  made  in  the 
past. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  didn't  intend  to  say  any- 
thing about  this  matter,  or  to  make  any  invid- 
ious distinctions  in  regard  to  the  posts.  I  am  not 
prepared  to  put  myself  on  record  as  advocating 
the  repair  of  the  building  at  large  expense  for  anv 
single  post;  but  if  the  city  of  Boston  will  erect 
a  memorial  hall,  as  they  have  erected  statues 
and  monuments  of  various  kinds  in  honor  of 
the  soldiers— a  memorial  hall,  dedicated  to  the 
valor,  loyalty  and  use  of  the  Grand  Army  posts 
of  the  city,  and  keep  it  so  that  the  different 
posts  may  use  it  alternately — under  those  condi- 
tions I  will  vote  to  pull  the  building  down,  and 
on  that  snot  to  erect  a  proper  building  for  that 
purpose,  in  order  that  this  city  may  set  an  ex- 
ample to  all  cities  and  to  the  country,  that  Bos- 
ton considers  that  her  Grand  Army  men, her  cit- 
izens who  freely  went  to  the  war  when  the  city 
called  upon  them  for  their  services  as  volun- 
teers, are  worthy  of  the  highest  honors  that  can 
be  bestowed  upon  them.  Old  Rome,  when  its 
armies  came  back,  divided  up  its  lands  and 
gave  farms,  and  buildings,  and  even  opened  its 
treasury,  to  its  soldiers.  This  country  can  af- 
ford to  do  no  less.  The  Grand  Army  should 
be  held  up  to  the  rising  generation  as  an  exam- 
ple for  them  to  follow  so  that  in  the  future  if  the 
city  should  have  occasion  to  call  upon  its  citi- 
zens to  go  to  its  support  and  protection,  they 
will  remember  that  the  old  soldiers  of  the  past, 
when  they  returned  from  the  war  received  ali 
the  rewards  that  tney  were  promised  when  they 
went  out.  I  do  not  forget  25  years  ago,  when  the 
soldier  went  off  to  the  war,  that  he  was  prom- 
ised almost  anything  if  he  would  step  into  the 
ranks  and  take  the  place  of  somebody  who 
wanted  to  stay  at  home,  or  would  go  to  the  front 
to  uphold  the  honor  and  reputation  of  the  city 
of  Boston  and  other  cities.  Now  is  it  too  much 
to  ask  of  this  city,  in  the  condi- 
tion that  the  Grand  Army  is  in  today 
that  they  should  have  dedicated  to  their 
use  a  building  sufficiently  large  for  their 
occupancy— a  public  meeting-house,  if  you 
choose  to  call  it  so,  where  they  can  dispense  the 
gospel  of  charity,  fraternity  and  lovalty ?  There 
is  no  more  honorable  or  worthy  association  in 
the  country  than  the  Grand  Army.  It  isn't 
brought  together  for  the  purpose  ot  making 
votes,  or  for  the  purpose  of  the  members  push- 
ing their  own  individual   interests.     The  pur- 


pose of  the  members  is  purely  and  simply  to 
take  care  of  each  other.  At  a  meeting  of  a 
Grand  Army  post — and  I  don't  think  I  divulge 
any  of  its  secrets,  but  I  am  a  member  of  the 
Grand  Army,  although  I  don't  attend  meetings 
very  of  ten— the  first  question  asked  is,  is  any 
comrade,  sick  or  in  distress?  That  is  the  foun- 
dation of  the  order— charily ;  the  members  come 
together  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  each  other. 
Men  who  cannot  afford  it  go  down  into  their 
pockets  to  assist  their  comrades  in  distress. 
.They  have  not  as  much  money  as  they  had  years 
ago.  They  grow  poorer  as  they  grow  older.  It 
is  harder  for  every  old  soldier  to  support  him- 
self now  than  it  was  20  years  ago.  The  older  he 
grows  the  more  the  effects  of  the  hardships  of 
his  service  break  out  and  wear  upon  him.  The 
posts  which  are  typical  of  the  Grand  Army  are 
composed  of  men  in  the  ordinary  walks  of  life 
— poor  men — and  contain  all,  from  the  general  of 
the  army  to  the  man  who  rode  the  baggage 
wagon.  They  are  all  devoting  themselves  to 
each  other's  support,  and  in  that  they  are  ac- 
complishing a  great  good  for  the  city  and  have 
kept  from  the  almshouses  and  the  charities 
of  the  city  many  a  man  who  would  otherwise 
be  compelled  to  go  there.  Now,  then,  the  city 
is  generous  in  that  it  gives  them  a  generous  sum 
of  money  once  a  year  for  purposes  of  charity, 
also  assisting  them  in  decoration  ;  although  it 
doesn't  fully  pay  the  bills  of  Decoration  day. 
All  the  city  is  asked  to  do  is  to  start  the 
initiative  by  giving  to  the  Grand  Army  posts  of 
the  city  a  memorial  building,  each  post  to  have 
a  different  day  in  the  week  to  occupy  it.  There 
could  be  smoking-rooms  and  social-rooms  for 
any  member  of  the  Grand  Army  who  chose  to 
go  there  at  any  time.  We  could  repair  this 
building  and  devote  it  to  that  purpose.  We 
could  pull  the  building  down  if  the  departments 
think  it  necessary,  and  build  the  building  over 
again,  building  it  more  conveniently  forthe  pur- 
poses for  which  it  will  be  used.  Anything  of  that 
kind  I  should  most  cheerfully  vote  for.  But  as  the 
thing  stands  today  the  only  thing  to  do  is  to  get 
them  out  of  there,  in  order  to  save  their  lives 
and  property  for  them,  and  take  care  of  them 
in  some  other  way  while  the  building  is  being 
repaired  or  rebuilt  for  future  occupancy. 

Aid.  Cakkoll— I  don't  think  there  is  any  dif- 
ference of  opinion  about  repairing  the  building. 
While  it  is  very  well  for  the  gentleman  to  stand 
here  and  speak  about  the  history  of  Rome  and 
what  Rome  gave  to  her  armies  and  soldiers,  I 
think  that  the  most  impressive  fact  in  the  his- 
tory of  our  country  is  that  the  soldiers  went 
back  into  the  channels  they  came  from— the 
wheel,  the  shop,  the  farm.  They  were  not  only 
good  soldiers,  but  good  citizens,  and  that  is  the 
best  lesson  taught  by  the  history  of 
the  war— not  that  we  had  to  reward 
them  by  giving  bounties.  Pensions  were  only 
given  to  the  maimed  and  wounded.  As  the 
gentleman  has  well  said,  the  only  question  is, 
what  is  the  best  way  to  accomplish  what  we  de- 
sire? From  what  I  have  heard  from  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Grand  Army  who  are  interested, 
they  feel  that  an  effort  has  been  made  by  a  syn- 
dicate of  capitalists  to  drive  them  out  of  the 
place  for  the  purpose  of  buying  the  land.  It 
must  be  admitted  by  all  that  it  is  a  valuable 
piece  of  property,  and  at  $1  a  year  it  is  not  val- 
uable to  the  city  of  Boston  outside  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  post.  But  upon  their  efforts  and 
what  they  did  a  value  cannot  be  placed.  It  is 
so  much  superior  to  money  consideration 
that  calculation  is  entirely  lost.  I  will 
vote  to  put  them  anywhere  temporarily  while 
the  building  is  being  repaired,  but  let  us  after- 
wards give  back  to  them  the  building  which 
we  have  already  given  to  them  by  our  votes, 
and  not  drive  them  out  by  raising  a  clamor 
about  the  public  ears  that  the  place  is  going  to 
the  dogs,  and  afterwards  have  it  turn  out  that 
some  outside  parties  want  to  buy  the  place.  I 
would  not  blame  such  parties;  it  would  be  a 
good  speculation.  But  if  the  order  is  fixed  in 
such  a  way  that  after  they  vacate  the  building 
and  it  has  been  repaired  they  will  have  the 
right  we  have  already  given  to  them  to  use  it, 
I  will  cheerfully  support  it.  If  it  is  intended  to 
drive  them  out,  not  allowing  them  to  come 
back,  and  to  have  someone  else  come  in,  I  am 
opposed  to  the  order. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  didn't  intend  to  introduce 
sentiment  into  this  matter  at  all,  for  it  is  purely 
a  business  transaction,  but  I  do  object  to  any- 
body getting  up  here  and  saying  that  this  is  a 
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job  to  drive  the  Grand  Army  posts  out  of  the 
building.  When  a  gentleman  says  that,  he  in- 
fers that  certain  heads  of  departments  are  in 
collusion  with  certain  speculators  to  put  up  a 
job  and  get  possession  of  that  building.  I  don't 
think  any  insinuation  of  that  kind  is  just  to 
the  inspector  of  buildings  or  to  the  superin- 
tendent of  public  buildings.  As  I  said 
before, when  this  was  leased  to  the  Grand  Army 
post,  though  I  voted  against  it  for  good  and 
sufficient  reasons,  the  lease  was  given  in 
perfect  good  faith  on  the  part  of  the  city.  I  have 
no  doubt  of  it.  I  don 't  believe  any  member  of  this 
Board  or  any  head  of  a  department  interested 
in  the  buildings  of  the  city  had  the  slightest 
idea  of  the  dangerous  condition  in  which  that 
building  was.  It  was  known  that  the  building 
was  somewhat  out  of  repair,  that  it  was  leaking, 
and  that  it  was  not  in  the  condition  that  one  of 
Boston's  public  buildings  ought  to  be  in,  but 
that  the  building  was  dangerous,  I  don't  believe 
any  one  in  authority  was  aware  of.  I  don't 
believe  the  inspector  of  buildings  has  been  in 
collusion  with  any  capitalist  or  speculator.  He 
went  there  at  the  request  of  the  superintendent 
of  buildings  and  then  went  there  at  the  request 
of  this  Board.  He  has  made  a  careful 
and  elaborate  examination  of  the  building, 
and  he  has  made  a  report  showing  the 
construction  of  the  building  by  different 
plans,  showing  how  the  building  was  put  up, 
how  it  was  held  together,  and  its  present  con- 
dition. He  is  the  expert,  recognized  as  the  ex- 
pert in  such  matters,  on  the  part  of  the  city.  He 
says  in  his  report  that  the  building  is  not  safe, 
and  that  is  all  he  says.  He  does  not  say  the 
building  should  come  down.  He  says  he  thinks 
the  building  can  be  fixed  by  shoring  up  the 
floors  and  rebuilding  the  outer  walls.  He  ought 
not,  in  my  judgment,  to  be  put  into  a  false  posi- 
tion in  this  matter.  Whatever  other  people 
may  know,  syndicates  of  speculators  I  know 
nothing  about.  I  don't  know  anything  about 
any  syndicate  being  after  that  building.  I  have 
heard  the  statement  that  that  was  a  a  fact,  and  I 
know  there  was  a  feeling  among  the  Grand  Army 
boys  that  they  were  being  imposed  on,  that  the 
saving  clause  the  city  put  into  the  lease  to  make 
them  vacate  in  three  months,  if  necessary,  was 
a  trap  to  catch  them.  Some  of  the  Grand  Army 
boys  believe  that.  It  isn't  true  in  any  sense. 
The  city  leased  the  building  to  them  in  entire 
good  faith,  expecting  that  they  would  stay  there 
a  good  while,  until  the  building  should  be  used 
for  some  other  purpose.  It  is  beneath  the 
dignity  of  the  government  to  suppose  for  a 
moment  that  they  would  put  up  such  a  job  on 
anybody.  They  had  no  expectation  of  doing 
anything  of  the  kind.  If  they  had  wanted  the 
Grand  Army  posts  to  get  out  of  there,  they 
would  simply  have  foreclosed  the  lease  and 
would  not  have  come  into  collusion  with  specu- 
lators, a  syndicate,  or  any  other  parties,  hut 
would  have  taken  possession  of  the  building  in 
an  honorable  and  fair  manner,  as  the  city  does 
all  its  business  and  is  expected  to  do.  But  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  superintendent  of  public  build- 
ings to  look  after  the  condition  of  our  public 
buildings,  and  I  suppose  his  mechanics  told  him 
that  the  building  was  unsafe.  He  subsequently 
called  upon  the  expert  department, — that  of  the 
inspector,— the  inspector  corroborates  his  state- 
ments, and  then  the  government  has  the  matter 
investigated.  That  is  all.  There  isn't  anything 
like  a  job.  It  has  come  upon  the  government 
as  a  surprise.  I  know  it  was  as  much  a  surprise 
to  the  alderman  on  my  left  as  it  was  to  me  that 
this  building  was  unsafe.  It  was  a  surprise 
to  the  department,  but  when  we  have  found 
it  out  the  next  thing  for  us  to  do  is  to  look 
out  for  the  safety  of  the  people  occupying  the 
building.  There  is  nothmgtobedonebuta.sk 
them  to  vacate  it,  in  order  that  it  may  be  fixed 
up.  That  it  seems  to  me  is  all  that  can  be  done. 
Afterwards  we  can  come  in  with  an  order  giving 
them  another  building  for  temporary  occu- 
pancy. It  is  not  safe  to  leave  them  there  for  a 
moment,  and  they  ought  to  be  got  out.  I  think 
the  building  should  be  vacated,  and  that  an  or- 
der to  that  effect  should  be  passed. 

Aid.  Sullivan— My  sole  object  in  taking  the 
stand  I  do  on  this  matter  is  that  the  building 
may  be  put  in  safe  condition  for  the  present 
occupants. 

Aid.  Carroll— It  seems  to  me  that  whatever 
I  have  had  to  say  in  this  matter  has  been  entire- 
ly misinterpreted.  Any  one  hearing  the  alder- 
man who  spoke  previously  to  the  alderman  who 


has  just  taken  his  seat  would  imagine  that  I  had 
been  making  an  harangue  against  the  character 
of  the  superintendent  of  public  buildings  and 
other  city  officials.  Their  characters  are  estab- 
lished in  the  community  and  their  standing  is 
well  known,  I,  as  one  member  of  this  Board, 
respect  their  characters  so  much  that  I  would 
not  sav  anything  derogatory  to  them  in  any 
way.  But  in  making  his  argument  the  gentle- 
man himself,  while  condemning  me  for  saying 
what  I  have  said,  states  to  the  Board  exactly 
what  1  did  say.  He  savs  the  Grand  Army  boys 
think  there  is  a  job  in  this  thing.  That  is  what 
I  said,  and  he  takes  me  to  task  for  saying  it 
and  then  says  it  himself.  There  isn't 
any  doubt  about  it;  the  Grand  Army  men  do 
believe  there  is  a  job  in  this,  and  there  is  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  justification  for  that  opinion, 
Why?  For  years  the  building  has  been  as  it 
now  is.  I  think  we  gave  the  use  of  the  hall  to 
one  of  the  posts  less  than  six  months  ago,  and 
to  the  first  Grand  Army  post  less  than  a  year 
ago,  and  up  to  that  time  nobody  had  ever  heard 
anything  about  any  danger  being  connected 
with  this  hall  or  anything  of  the  kind.  But  im- 
mediately after  we  give  it  to  the  Grand  Army 
posts  we  find  out  that  if  they  hold  another 
meeting  there  will  have  to  be  a  wreck.  I  don't 
blame  the  Grand  Army  boys  for  forming  these 
opinions.  I  could  not  personally  be  a  member 
of  the  Grand  Army.  I  have,  however,  some 
sympathy  with  them,  and,  as  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, want  to  do  anything  1  can  to  aid  or  assist 
them— not  because  of  the  two  posts  there. 
There  are  posts  in  Chelsea  and  in  Milton  which 
would  receive  from  me  the  same  kind  of  sym- 
pathy. It  isn't  the  individual  posts  that  I  care 
for.  It  is  what  they  do  and  what  they  represent 
that  receives  my  sympathy.  I  am  only  too  glad 
to  give  any  aid  possible  to  them.  I  think  any 
one  can  understand  me.  What  I  want  to  do  by 
my  vote  is  this— give  to  those  people  who  are 
now  in  the  hall,  if  they  must  vacate  it  for  a 
time,  the  use  of  the  hall  when  it  is  placed  in 
such  condition  that  they  can  again  come  into  it 
without  endangering  their  lives.  That  is  what 
I  want  to  do,  and  I  dou't  know  how  much  I  have 
got  to  say  to  convince  the  gentleman  of  what  I 
intend. 

The  report  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

LYING-IN  HOSPITAL. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health  (Aid.)  as  follows: 

Report  upon  the  petition  of  New  England 
Moral  Reform  Society  for  a  license  for  a  lying- 
in  hospital  at  6  Oak  place— Recommending  that 
a  license  be  granted  on  the  usual  conditions. 
Accepted. 

STABLES. 

Report  upon  the  petition  of  Charles  Fottler, 
for  leave  to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden  building 
for  one  horse  on  Back  street,  between  Harvard 
and  Madison  streets,  Ward  24 — Recommending 
that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  at 
his  own  request.    Accepted. 

Report  upon  the  petition  of  T.  W.  Manning, 
for  leave  to  occupy  an  old  wooden  building  for 
two  horses,  on  Graham  court,  rear  Clapp  street, 
Ward  20— Recommending  that  the  petitioner 
have  leave  to  withdraw.    Accepted. 

Report  upon  the  petition  of  W.  L.  Lewis,  for 
leave  to  occupy  an  old  wooden  building  for 
three  horses,  on  Hyde  street,  corner  Ceylon 
street  (temporary) — Recommending  that  the 
petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw.    Accepted. 

Reports  recommending  that  leave  be  granted, 
on  the  usual  conditions,  to  occupy  stables  as 
follows; 

FredericK  J.  Metzger,  proposed  wooden,  two 
horses,  Quincy  street,  corner  Magnolia  street, 
Ward  24. 

John  Halligan,  proposed  Wooden,  two  horses, 
41  Fairview  street,  Roslindale,  Ward  23. 

J.  M.  Wolkins,  proposed  wooden,  two  horses. 
Temple  street,  Ward  23. 

C.  A.  Houghton,  proposed  wooden,  two  cows, 
corner  Washington  street  and  Central  avenue, 
Ward  23. 

G.  F.  Burkhardt,  proposed  brick,  on  site  of  old 
wooden  building,  40  horses,  corner  Halleck  and 
Prentiss  streets,  Ward  22. 

E.  H.  Gilmore,  proposed  wooden,  two  horses, 
Homestead  street,  Ward  21. 

Timothy  Lynch,  proposed  wooden,  two  horses, 
Centre  street,  opposite  Highland  street.  Ward 
21. 
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Mary  C.  Rowe,  proposed  wooden,  two  horses, 
Wauinbec  street,  near  Warren  street,  Ward  21. 

S.  Allen  Potter,  to  build  a  stable  18x24  feet  in 
rear  of  254  Warren  street,  Roxbury.  Ward  21. 

Thomas  E.  Maloney,  old  wooden,  five  horses, 
63  Hamden  street.  Ward  20. 

John  H.  Sturgis,  proposed  brick,  three  horses, 
rear  414  Beacon  street,  Ward  11. 

Joseph  M.  Towle,  proposed  wooden,  two 
horses,  rear  230  Border  street,  Ward  2. 

John  J.  Higgins,  proposed  wooden,  two  horses, 
Saratoga  street,  350  feet  from  Wordsworth 
street,  Ward  l. 

Reports  severally  accepted,  and  leave  granted 
on  the  visual  conditions. 

EOBERT  A.   BELL   POST — SMITH  SCHOOLHOTjS-E. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  the  Robert  A.  Bell 
Post  134.  G.  A.  R.,  for  a  five  years' lease  of  the 
Smith  Schoolhouse,  from  Jan.  1,  1887,  having 
considered  the  subject,  respectfully  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  author- 
ized to  execute,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the 
city,  a  lease  of  the  building  known  as  the  Smith 
Schoolhouse.  situated  on  Joy  street,  corner  of 
Smith  court,  to  Robert  A.  Bell  Post  134,  G.  A.  R., 
of  Boston,  for  a  term  of  five  years,  beginning 
Jan.  1,  1888,  at  a  rental  of  §1  per  year,  said 
premises  to  be  used  by  said  post  solely  for  the 
purposes  of  its  organization ;  and  said  lease  may 
be  terminated  by  the  city  upon  three  months' 
notice  of  its  intention  so  to  do,  and  said  post 
shall  make  all  repairs  at  its  own  expense. 

Report  accepted,  order  read  twice  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rule,  and  put  upon  its  pas- 
sage. 

Aid.  Lee— I  would  like  to  be  informed  by  some 
member  of  this  Board,  if  any  one  has  the  in- 
formation, if  this  building  is  in  a  safe  condition? 
If  not,  I  would  ask  that  the  report  be  referred 
to  some  committee,  that  the  Board  may  have 
the  information  before  the  lease  is  executed. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  state,  for 
the  information  of  the  alderman,  that,  so  far  as 
he  knows,  the  building  is  in  a  safe  condition. 

Aid.  Lee— From  the  statement  of  the  Chair,  I 
take  it  that  he  must  have  received  the  infor- 
mation from  some  head  of  a  department  who  is 
paid  to  make  the  examination? 

The  Chairman—  Yes,  sir. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

faneull  hall— naturalization   of  aliens. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Faneuil  Hall,  etc.,  recommending 
that  leave  be  granted,  upon  the  usual  condi- 
tions, James  H  Starke  and  others,  to  use  Faneuil 
Hall  on  Thursday  evening,  Sept.  15,  for  a  meet- 
ing to  discuss  the  naturalization  of  aliens. 

The  question  was  on  the  acceptance  of  the  re- 
port. 

The  question  was  upon  the  acceptance  of  the 
report, — 

Aid.  Carroll— This,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  a  mat- 
ter that  I  would  much  rather  not  speak  on. 
This  is  a  matter  upon  which  misinterpretation, 
misrepresentation,  abuse,  and  prejudice  will  be 
fetched  in  by  the  morning  papers  to  speak  and 
place  themselves  against  my  attitude  today.  But, 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  think  the  members  of  this 
Board,  the  citizens  of  Boston  and  the  citizens 
of  the  district  which  I  represent,  know  me  well 
enough  to  know  that  I  at  least  have  enough 
manhood,  when  I  have  an  opinion  to  express, 
to  express  that  opinion  without  any  fear  or 
favor,  and  that  I  am  myself  willing  to  accept 
the  consequences.  This  is  a  question  upon 
which,  while  others  may  not  agree  with  me,  I 
am  willing  to  concede  to  them  that  which  I  ask 
for  myself , the  right  to  think  and  act  according  to 
that  thought ;  and  it  is  for  that  reason  I  propose 
to  speak  on  this  thing  tonight  as  I  feel,  without 
any  attempt  to  cover  or  hide  anything,  and 
without  any  attempt  to  ask  any  member  of  this 
Board  of  Aldermen  to  join  with  me.  Every 
man  in  this  Board  of  Aldermen  is  responsible 
for  his  own  vote.  He  can  do  with  his  own  vote 
as  he  sees  fit  according  to  his  own  best  judg- 
ment. But,  Mr.  Chairman,  this  is  a  subject  that 
ought  to  receive  from  the  members  of  this 
Board  more  than  a  passing  consideration. 
It  is  a  subject  that  ought  to  receive 
from  them  the  most  serious  consideration, 
because  the  use  of  this  hall  has  been  asked  for 
by  men  for  a  purpose  that  is  undemocratic,  un- 


republican,  un-nothing  that  is  known,  not 
American,  and  which  is  entirely  against  what 
the  institutions  of  this  country  intended.  They 
ask  for  the  hall  for  the  purpose  of  arraigning 
class  against  class,  creed  against  creed,  and  race 
against  race.  It  may  be  said  that  I  am  doing  the 
same  thing,  but  in  defence,  when  that  question 
is  asked,  you  must  consider  that  I  am  occupying 
an  official  position.  I  am  asked  by  my  vote,  by 
granting  that  request,  to  give  my  consent  to 
something  for  which,  if  I  gave  my  consent  to  it, 
I  would  be  unworthy  the  mother  that  bore  me 
and  the  father  that  fathered  me.  I  am  a  child 
of  an  Irish  Catholic  mother  and  father.  The 
request  of  these  people  is  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
structing aliens  to  vote  and  to  deprive  from 
holding  office  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  I,  or  any 
other  Irish  Catholic  who  lives  in  the  city;  and 
that  1  may  not  misrepresent  anybody  else,  I 
propose  to  give  to  the  members  of  this  Board  the 
utterances  of  an  individual  at  their  own  meet- 
ing, as  reported  in  the  Boston  Herald  of  August 
23.  Mr.  Starke  addressed  the  meeting.  He 
said  that  during  the  day  he  had  passed  into  the 
City  Hall  an  application  for  the  use  of  Faneuil 
Hall  on  the  evening  of  Sept.  1G— I  think  that  is 
the  application  which  the  Chair  has  just  read — 

The  Chairman — Sept.  15  instead  of  16. 

Aid.  Carroll— He  is  reported  as  saying  Sept. 
16.    [Reading] : 

"For  the  purpose  of  considering  the  naturali- 
zation of  aliens  now  residing  in  the  United 
States,  and  if  it  were  refused,  he  thought  it 
would  do  more  harm  to  those  who  refused  it 
than  to  the  organizers.  He  had  found  that  in 
other  places  the  spirit  had  taken  hold." 

And,  Mr.  Chairman,  you  remember  what  I 
said  last  year,  find  which  I  now  repeat:  Kind 
Providence  has  blessed  our  people— the  Irish 
Catholic  portion  of  our  people— in  every  city, 
town  and  hamlet  in  this  country.  By  honest 
efforts,  sobriety  and  industry,  and  their  saving 
qualities,  they  are  respected,  honored  and  es- 
teemed, and  if  they  stand  in  the  community 
recognized,  elected  to  this  or  any  other  board  in 
this  City  Hall  or  State,  it  is  because  thev  deserve 
it.  It  is  not  by  a  few  cheap  braggarts  who,  when 
it  came  to  the  test  of  losing  their  lives,  in  order 
to  keep  this  country  together,  were  willing  to 
sneak  off  to  Canada,  England  or  anywhere  else, 
and  by  your  historic  roll  at  the  State  House  you 
can  find  out  where  these  braggarts  were  during 
those  times  when  this  country  needed  every 
friend  it  had.  They  were  not  to  be  found  on 
the  roll  of  honor,  nor  where  it  required  men  of 
nerve,  soul  and  patriotism.  But,  sir,  on  that 
patriotic  roll  you  will  find  the  names  of  Irish 
Catholics,  fighting  to  support  that  which  they 
swore  to  support — the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  and  all  it  meant.  These 
men  are  going  to  hire  the  hall,  dedicated 
to  liberty— always  known  to  be  dedicated 
to  liberty— for  what?  For  the  purpose  of  in- 
structing men  to  vote  against  you,  and  you,  and 
you,  and  me,  and  against  all  other  men  who 
have  earned  what  we  have  by  our  having  the 
confidence  of  the  people  whom  we  represent. 
These  men  come  here  and  insult  us,  and  ask  us 
to  give  them,  for  that  purpose,  the  hall  dedi- 
cated to  liberty.  Is  it  so?  There  it  is  in  black 
and  white.  The  man  who  asks  for  it  is  Mr. 
Starke,  an  officer  of  this  organization.  I  will 
read  the  communication  further.    He  says: 

"He  had  found  that  in  other  places  the  spirit 
had  taken  hold,  but  in  Boston  there  ought  to  be 
citizens'  ward  and  city  committees,  and  then  in 
a  short  time  it  would  be  possible  to  do  away 
with  the  present  misrule." 

What  misrule?  Today,  I  think  the  members 
of  this  Board  will  bear  me  out,  the  executivo 
head  of  this  city  of  Boston  is  a  man  with  whom 
I  will  differ  when  I  do  not  think  he  is  right,  but 
I  believe  ho  is  today  the  most  honored  and  able 
executive  that  has  ever  sat  m  City  Hall.  Is 
that  misrule?  It  is  because  his  name  is  O'Brien, 
and  it  is  because  the  name  of  the  chairman  of 
this  Board  is  Donovan,  and  it  is  because  the 
name  of  the  president  of  the  Common  Council 
is  Barry,  and  it  is  because  tin'  city  clerk's  name 
is  O'Neil.  That  is  the  trouble  with  these  peo- 
ple, and  they  are  blind  who  do  not  see  it.  Ihcy 
are  going  to  their  own  ruin.  While  others  here 
agree  with  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  they  do  not  think 
it  is  policy  to  give  utterance  to  that  expression. 
1  don't  care  what  any  mini's  opinion  is  of 
my  expression.  I  am  responsible  for  what  I 
say,  and  as  Almighty  God  is  above  me,  I 
believe  every  word  that  I  say.    I  feel  scnsitivo 
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on  this  matter,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  so.  I  propose  to  stand 
right,  and  to  be  placed  so  that  my  people  can  see 
me  as  I  am,  and  not  he  misrepresented  by  any 
paper ;  and  if  that  is  attempted  I  propose  to  find 
out  a  way  of  going  before  the  people  and  giving 
them  my  ideas.    He  says  further : 

"Of  all  the  officers  from  the  governor  to  the  bot- 
tom none  dare  attend  the  jubilee  banquet  but" — 

And  that,  sir,  is  an  honorable  gentleman  for 
whom  I  have  as  much  regard  as  any  member  of 
this  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  I  do  not  think  it 
necessary  to  mention  his  name.    [Reading] : 

"It  had  become  necessary  for  Britishers, 
while  not  allying  themselves  to  any  party,  to 
always  vote  against  Irish  Roman  Catholics  who- 
ever nominated  them.  He  advised  them  to 
keep  the  ball  rolling,  and  let  the  other  side 
know  they  were  up  and  doing." 

Another  gentleman  spoke,  and  his  utterances 
and  expressions  and  sentiments  are  about  the 
same.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  it  has  come  to 
this :  That  an  Irish  Reman  Catholic  has  not  equal 
rights  with  others;  it  is  time  thai  the  Irish  Ro- 
man Catholic  defended  himself.  While  some  of 
the  papers  may  say  tomorrow  that  I  am  a  dem- 
agogue, and  while  some  of  the  papers  may  say 
very  unkind  things  of  me  tomorrow,  I  say  to  the 
papers,  and  I  say  to  anybody  who  may  differ 
with  the  statement  I  am  about  to  make, 
that  the  Irish  Roman  Catholic  has  come 
to  stay,  and  he  is  able,  with  honesty,  so- 
briety and  ability,  to  protect  himself.  He 
has  never  yet,  in  the  history  of  this  great  city 
of  Boston,  accepted  a  position  in  any  depart- 
ment under  the  government,  where  he  has  cast 
discredit  upon,  or  had  to  give  up,  on  account  of 
dishonesty,  the  place  that  was  given  to  him.  If 
that  is  not  a  record  for  the  Irish  Catholic  to  be 
proud  of,  I  would  like  to  know  what  is.  And. 
Mr.  Chairman,  in  the  face  of  what  I  have  read 
here,  as  an  Irish  Roman  Catholic,  as  an  Ameri- 
can citizen,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  what  that 
means.  I  think  it  would  be  un-American,  un- 
democratic and  un-republican,  to  allow  the  use 
of  Faneuil  Hall,  that  has  been  dedicated  to  the 
word  liberty.for  the  purpose  explained  and  given 
in  that  communication.  It  would  be  a  shame 
and  an  outrage.  They  did  get  the  hail  a  little 
while  ago  under  disguise,  but  they  come  now 
with  the  thing  plainly  before  you,  telling  you 
what  they  want,  and  what  they  wane  it  for. 
And  I  say  that  I,  as  one  member  of  this  Board, 
would  be  unworthy  of  the  mother  that  bore  me. 
and  unworthy  the  father  that  fathered  me,  did 
I  consent  to  give  it  my  vote.  I  do  that,  not  only 
as  an  Irish  Roman  Catholic,  but  as  an  American 
citizen,  believing  it  to  be  a  disgrace  and  a  shame 
to  have  a  communication  of  that  kind  to  come 
before  the  Board  and  receive  favorable  actiou. 

Aid.  Lee— I  did  not  intend  to  say  one  word 
upon  this  question,  having  early  made  up  my 
mind,  when  this  petition  was  presented,  that 
the  committee  to  which  it  was  referred  were 
able  and  competent  to  deal  with  a  question  of 
so  small  a  magnitude  as  a  petition  from  citizens 
for  a  permit  to  use  Faneuil  Ha  1.  I  am  sorry  that 
the  question  of  race  or  creed  should  have  been 
raised  in  this  chamber.  No  doubt  the  words  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  have  been  uttered 
with  honorable  motive,  when  he  has  risen  in  his 
place  here  to  defend  both  the  race  and  creed  to 
which  he  and  many  other  members  of  this 
Board  belong,  and  who  have  just  as  high  a  pride 
in  their  race  and  are  as  proud  of  their  religious 
belief  as  he  is.  But,  Mr.  Chairman, what  doesthe 
petition  set  forth  ?  And  are  we  to  place  ourselves 
m  the  same  category  as  the  gentleman  whom 
he  has  quoted?  I  say  no.  I  can  go  back  for 
years,  and  I  remember  very  well  when  the  Dem- 
ocratic party,  and  when  the  Irishmen  and  Ro- 
man Catholics  of  Boston  protested  against  tne 
bigotry  of  Know-nothingism.  Now  must  the 
tables  be  turned,  and  these  men  be  made  to  say 
that  the  men  occupying  official  positions  at  this 
Board  are  going  to  reopen  and  rekindle  that 
lire?  I  say  for  one,  Mr.  Chairman,  God  forbid 
that  that  time  will  come.  It  is  said  that  they 
are  to  be  instructed  to  vote  against  us.  And  I 
say  us  because  I  take  the  same  position,  both  as 
to  race  and  religious  belief,  as  the  honorable 
alderman  on  my  right.  It  is  said  that  they  are 
to  receive  instructions  to  vote  against  us.  Well. 
Mr.  Chairman,  as  I  look  around  this  Board  and 
see  the  many  gentlemen  occupying  official 
positions  here,  who,  upon  election  day.  will  not 
find  some  who  are  bound  to  vote  against  him 
without  instructions?     But.  sir.  here  is  the  ut- 


terance of  one  man,  which  the  honorable  alder- 
man has  read ;  and  that  man  has,  if  I  remember 
correctly,  been  denounced  afterwards  by  resolu- 
tions of  the  gentlemen  who  are  the  organizers 
of  this  organization— denounced  by  them  as  the 
mere  utterances  of  one  man.  Why,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, if  we  are  to  be  swept  from  one  side  to  the 
other  by  the  utterances  of  an  individual,  then  I 
say  we  would  live  in  a  queer  country.  I  say 
they  should  have  the  hall.  Let  them  go  there 
and  make  whatever  declarations  they  please. 
Faneuil  Hall  is  dedicated  to  liberty  of  speech. 
Let  them  be  as  scurrilous  as  they  may. 
It  will  not  be  upon  me  or  upon  my 
race,  or  upon  the  people  who,  as  Roman 
Catholics,  believe  as  I  do.  It  will  react,  sir,  by 
the  conservative  people  of  both  the  city,  State 
and  nation,  against  the  man  and  against  the 
people  who  make  the  utterances,  and  not 
against  me.  It  will  benefit  me  and  the  people 
whom  I  claim  that  1  represent  in  race  and  na- 
tionality, not.  as  I  claim— and  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
do  not  want  to  be  misunderstood — that  I  repre- 
sent, as  a  member  of  this  Board,  any  race,  any 
creed.  I  represent,  sir,  first,  the  whole  city  of 
Boston  and  the  people  of  it ;  secondly.  I  am  re- 
sponsible to  the  people  of  the  district,  who 
elected  me  and  sent  me  here.  I  will  not  detain 
the  gentleman  long,  but  I  want  to  say  that  it  is 
folly — the  height  of  folly — on  our  part,  to  refuse 
to  grant  the  use  of  this  hall,  and  it  will 
react  upon  us  to  the  bitter  end,  and 
it  will  be  many  days  before  we  can 
wipe  it  out,  were  we  to  say  to  these  gentlemen 
claiming  to  be  citizens  of  the  United  States — 
and  undoubtedly  the  committee  have  investi- 
gated and  ascertained  such  to  be  the  fact — and 
asking  that  they  might  have  the  use  of  Faneuil 
Hall  to  instruct  every  American  where  and  how 
they  can  receive  their  rights  of  citizenship. 
Would  that  the  race  I  belong  to  had  resolved 
years  and  years  ago  to  have  taken  that  same 
stand,  and  declared  from  the  public  platforms 
and  instructed  their  people  what  their  rights 
were,  so  that  they  might  have  become  true  and 

food  American  citizens.    Now,  Mr.  Chairman, 
shall  upon  this  occpsion  vote  to  support  the 
report  of  the  committee. 

Aid.  Caeroll— From  appearances,  I  suppose 
the  conversation  must  be  between  the  gentle- 
man who  has  just  taken  his  seat  and  myself. 
While  he  makes  a  very  elaborate  argument,— 
Websterian  with  the  finger,  Choate-like  with 
the  voice,— he  has  not  said  anything  that  every 
member  of  the  Board  does  not  understand.  But 
he  has  said,  and  ]  tell  him  so  to  his  face,  that 
which  he  does  not  believe,  and  I  mean  what  I 
say.  When  he  says  he  believes  they  should 
have  the  hall,  it  is  'possum— it  is  policy  to  give 
them  the  hall.  I  believe  they  shouldn't  have 
the  hall,  and  I  say  so.  He  may  call  that  'possum 
or  he  may  call  it  policy.  1  say  an  organization 
that  wants  the  hall  for  the  purposes  they  de- 
scribe should  not  have  the  hall.  Somebody 
may  say,  "What  are  you  talking  about,— you 
may  be  outvoted?"  I  do  not  care  if  not  one  man 
in  the  Board  votes  with  me  on  this  issue  I  am 
expressing  by  my  own  vote  my  own  opinion, 
and  I  know  what  my  opinion  is.  I  think  I 
know  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  citizens 
of  Boston  in  regard  to  a  request  such  as  has 
been  made  there.  If  the  alderman  can  stultify 
himself  into  voting  to  give  the  hall  to  educate 
men  from  British  America,  from  England,  or 
from  anywhere  else  to  become  voters  and  vote 
against  the  Irish  Catholics,  he  has  that  right, 
and  far  be  it  from  me  to  take  that  privilege 
away  from  hhn.  In  the  first  place,  I  could  not 
do  so ;  and  secondly,  if  I  attempted  it  I  would 
get  fooled.  He  votes  as  suits  him,  I  vote  as 
suits  me ;  but  if  T  were  to  tell  you,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  this  very  same  organization  has  gone  even 
into  my  district,  and  is  naming  men  who  are 
Englishmen  as  candidates  against  me  on  these 
grounds,  because  I  am  opposing  them,  you 
would  iaugh  at  that,  but  it  is  so,  Mr.  Chairman. 
They  tell  me  I  am  going  to  be  beaten  by  an  Eng- 
lishman, but  I  don't  believe  it,  and  I  don't  think 
the  citizens  of  the  district  agree  with  them. 
The  laugh  may  be  on  somebody  else— not  on 
me.  I  say  that  candidly,  as  the  alderman  ap- 
pears to  laugh.  I  say,  in  the  face  of  what  I  have 
read  here,  no  proof  can  be  brought  to  back  up 
the  gentleman's  statement.  I  will  tell  the  gen- 
tleman what  was  done.  When  that  organiza- 
tion found  that  they  had  gone  too  far,  when 
they  had  let  the  cat  out  of  the  bag  and  found 
that  they  had  said  too  much,  they  tried  to  cover 
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it  up.  Every  day  you  will  hear  about  a  meeting 
of  that  society,  but  the  man  who  says  they  hold 
them  when  the  paper  says  they  hold  them  tells 
a  lie.  They  don't  hold  those  meetings;  they 
have  a  friendly  correspondent  on  the  paper  who 
writes  them  up.  Two  or  three  fellows  will  sit 
down  and  talk,  and  they  will  make  a  meeting 
out  of  it  and  it  appears  in  the  paper,  and  you 
would  think  from  the  tone  of  it  that  we  were 
going  to  get  annihilated.  AVith  all  their  talk 
about  registering  and  getting  on  the  voting  list, 
thry  will  not  get  one  hundred  people.  Methods 
employed  by  one  set  of  men  can  be  used  in  other 
hands,  and  I  say  to  these  people.  Be  careful ; 
that  which  you  attempt  to  destroy  by  the 
methods  which  you  propose  to  employ  may  be  a 
chicken  which  wDl  come  borne  to  roost  in  your 
own  hen  roost.  I  say  to  thein  that  the  Irish 
Catholic  is  here  and  will  stay  here.  and.  while 
he  is  honest,  intelligent  and  sober  he  will  live 
and  be  a  creditto  hiniseii,  his  race  and  his  creed. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  have  been  listening  to 
some  of  these  wonderful  arguments.  I  don't 
know  anything  about  this  petition,  and  this  is 
the  hrst  1  have  heard  of  it;  but  from  what  1  can 
learn  there  is  a  petition  here  and  it  is  reported 
upon  favorably  by  the  committee.  For  what.' 
hall  to  be  granted  for  a  certain  partv  of 
citizens  to  educate  their  people  up  to  the  rights 
which  thev  have  as  citizens  of  the  United 
States. 

Aid.  Carroll— Do  you  know  what  Mr.  Starke 
says'.' 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  haven't  seen  it,  but  that  is 
the  way  1  understand  it. 

Aid.  Carroll— Is  nut  Mr.  Starke  on  officer  of 
the  society.' 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  don't  care  for  officers  of  the 
society.  As  a  British  subject  at  one  time — as  a 
countryman  of  the  British  residents,  1  will  put 
it,  being  a  native  of  the  land— 1  believe  it  is 
ssary  that  the  Germans.  French,  Irish— I 
care  not  what  nationality— should  be  educated 
in  the  best  manner  possible  un  to  the  rights 
they  1   which  they  have  a  right  to 

have  when  they   become  citizens     A*  I  said  be- 
fore. I  believe  this  petition  is  to  grant  the 
Faneuil  Hall  in   order   to   have  explaini 
British  aliens  the   best   manner  and  means 
them  to  obtain  their  franchise,  which  belongs 
to  them  by  right  of  being  citizens  of  the  L'nited 
-  to  any  religious  sect  being  con- 
cerned 1  cannot  say.  1  haven't  heard  about  that 
particularly. 

Aid.  Carki  ILL— Yon  haven't  read  the   papers  : 
you  ha 

Aid.  Broxwk  h— xfo,  I  ha  ej  d  to  Brit- 

tor  many  years,  and  1  l> 
that  there   are  fr"iu  ten  to  twenty  thousand 

...  haven't   yet 
lomry.    I  coul< 
ol  this  by  saj  ing  that  the 
;■  many  ye 
never  asked    them   t..    become    citizens,  as  1 
•   know  when   it 
.   right  and  proper  tune  for  them  t. ■ 
Their  children  were  Lorn  lure;  they  received 

their  education  her.-,  and  I  thought  at  One  time 

it  was  really  too  bad  for  them  to  receive  their 

education    here    and    Dot   have  their  children 
trained  up  to  know  something  about  theil 
when  they  grew  to  manhood     I  certain 
not  think  we  can  afford  to  deny  to  them,  or  to 

any   other   party,    the    use   of   Faneuil    Hall.     1 

don't  think  it  is  right  for  ppose 

that  out  of  die  perhaps  500  British  that  I  could 

name    at  the  present  time  in  Boston,  two  thirds 

of  them  vote  the  contrary  ticket  to  myself,  and 
the  ticket  of  the  honorable  alderman  op- 
think  lam  right  m  saying  that,  and  I 
hope  we  shall  put  to  one  side  this  folly.    I  care 
not-  in  comes  from,  as  long  as  he  is  a 

man  he  will  always   get    my  support,  and  1  care 

not  what!  I  think  if  we  are  to  have 

a  united  republic,  the  lirst  and    foremost    thing 

for  us  to  do,  as  far  as  it  lies  in  our  power,  is  to 
-  ■.  ho  have  prejudice  against 

any  other  pari 

Aid.  Ali.kn  —  I  don  t  propose  to  take  any  par- 
ticular part  in  the  discussion,  but   1  want  I 

tion  to  the  fait  that  this  petition  to  w  hich 

made   contains  no  allusion 

llity  or  creed.     It  reads  thus.  .in. I 

.!  the  citizens  of  Boston  to  understand  the 
Way  it  does  read  : 

:.  1887. 
To   His   Honor  the   Mayor  and  the   Honorable 
i  the  i  it y  of  Boston. 


We,  the  undersigned  citizens  and  taxpayers 
of  tbe  city  of  Boston,  petition  your  honorable 
body  that  we  may  have  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall 
Thursday  evening,  Sept.  15.  ISST,  lor  the  purpose 
of  discussing  the  question  of  naturalizing  aliens 
now  residing  in  tbe  United  Sta  es. 

tSignedl  James  H.  Starke, 

W.  H.  Weib, 
"N  m.  H.  Mitchell, 
John  I.  Loudon, 
a.  Loudon, 
"William  Lcmb, 
\Ym.  D.  Park, 
Robert  L.  "Walker, 
Alex.  J.  Wemyss, 
Jambs  B.  Hill, 
L.  H.  Ross, 
Thomas  Christian, 
G.  H.  Devexs. 
R.  J.  Grant. 
Joseph  Curtis, 
Joseph  Breckinridge, 
W.  Wallace  "Waugh, 
James  Campbell, 
C.  A.  French. 
A.  C.  Howard. 
It  says  nothing  about  creed,  race  or  religion. 
I  move  that  when  the  question  be  taken  on  the 
acceptance  of  the  report,  it  be  taken   by  yeas 
and  nays. 

Aid.  Carroll— Any  one  who  has  heard  the 
gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat— I  will 
concede  to  him  a  mild,  sweet  way  of  saying 
tilings— would  think  that  what  I  have  said  in 
regard  to  the  petition  was  awful  and  terrible. 
"Why.  just  see.  the  petition  don't  say  a  thing 
about  any  of  these  matters."  1  asked  him  to 
read  the  names  on  the  petition,  and  the  \  cry 
tirst  name  he  read  was  that  of  .lames  H.  Starke. 
The  committee  iiad  not  heard  what  Mr.  Starke 
said,  and  I  have  read  to  you  what  Mr.  Starke  is 
reported  to  have  said  before  a  meeting  of  that 
society.  The  report  reads  as  follow  s : 
After  the  routine  business  bad  been  gone  through,  Mr. 
-t,a  that  Mr.  James  n  Starke  offer  a  few 
remarks.  Mr.  Stark>-  said  thai  Uiirins'  the  .lay  lie  had 
Into  the  City  Hall  an  application  for  the  use  of 
Kane  ml  Hall  en  t  e  evening  ol  sept.  16  for  the  purpose 
of  considering  the  questi- n  of  naturalizing  aliens  now 
residing  in  the  United  States,  and  if  it  were  refused  he 
though!  it  wonld  do  more  harm  io  tln.se  who  i 
than  ' 

1        Mr.   Starke   and   his  What 

they  can  do  where  1  live,  lie  says  also  that  "he 
had  found  that  in  other  places  the  spirit  had 
taken  hold,"  Yes.  it  is  the  same  spirit  that  used 
to  think  when  an  Irish- American  handled  a 
ixe.ora  broom  that  he  wasn't  good 
.  h  to  enter  City  Hall,  but    when  there  were 

•  enough  to  get  an  Irish-  American  once   in 

a  while  in'  in  a  while   into 

a  commissionership,  they  began  to  obtain  some 
consideration.  It  IS 'possum  all  along  the  line 
now.  and  they  all  want  the  Irish  Catholics  now 
if  thev  can  get  him.  But  I  hope  that  the  Irish 
Catholic  will  have  brains  enough  to  look  out  for 
himself,  for  if  he  docs  n.ot  he  will  have  tew  to 
look  out  for  him.  Mr.  Starke  said  in  another 
place: 

Me  had  found  that  In  other  pi  I  had  taken 

hold,  but  in  l:. .st, .n  tber.-  ..ukiu  to  be  citizen*'  ward  and 

nd  then  in  a  short  time  II  would  bepos- 

sl ble  to  do  away  with  tbe  present  misrule.     [Applause.] 

(if  all  tbe  officers,  from  the  governor  to  Hie 

dare  attend  the  Jubilee  banquet  bill and  thai   was 

Alderman  Allen.     <  h  era.]    It  had  become  necessary  for 

ere,  while  not  alls  es  to  an)  pi 

always  vote  against  Irish  Roman  Cath 

The  man  who  said  thai  is  the  man  who  signed 
that  petition-  I  mean  that  innocent  petition  that 
had  nothing  in  il.  1  ask  the  members  ol  Ibis 
Hoard  if  tlore  is  a  man  among  them  who  has 
but  one  opinion  as  to  what  should  be  done  witn 
apetittonof  thai  kind,  signed  by  a  man  who 
will  make  those  utterances.  He  won  hi  even  go 
■    erj  Irish  Roman  <  atholic 

—as  good  citizens  as  he  Or  his   class   arc.  paying 

taxes  than  he  or  bis  breed  pa]  -of  t  In- 
right  t..  vote,  innocent  as  thai  petition  is.  I 
don't  care  bow  members  of  this  Board  vote.  I 
say  that  these  parties  should  not  have  the  hall, 

and  I  hope    to   li\  e    !•■  -  b    10   look    hack 

when  an  old  inin  to  the  rote  I  give  this  da] 
against  allowing  the  aseol  thai  hall. 

\  .1    Brojtwh  h  -I  wish  tin-  words  Irish  Cath- 
olic Wouldn't  be  used  so  much  here.     We  arc  all 

Americans  here  or  else  we  ought  log.,  hack  to 
w  hen-  we  came  from.  1  cannot  understand  this 
busini  bs. 
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Aid.  Caeroll- Xeither  do  I— that  is  why  I 
read  the  papers. 

Aid.  Bromwich— When  I  came  to  this  country 
I  sold  mv  birthright  for  citizenship. 

Aid.  Carboli.— They  did  not.    They  have  not 
accepted  eitizenshipyet. 

Aid.  Brujiwich — They  only  want  to  he  taught 
the  best  way  of  assuming  the  duties  of  citizen- 
ship. Sow  I  never  use  the  word  "Engishman" 
here.  Yoti  never  heard  me.  A  Frenchman 
would  sit  here  and  never  use  the  word  '"French- 
man,"' and  the  same  with  a  German.  The  same 
might  be  said  of  the  people  of  almost  every 
country  under  God's  creation.  They  become 
citizens  of  this  country  and  they  are  sent  here 
as  citizens.  They  have  sold  their  birthright 
and  they  have  got  in  rerurn  a  citizenship  in  this 
noble  country.  I  love  to  think  of  my  native 
countrv.  of  its  hedgerows,  its  old  schoolhooses 
and  old  castles,  but  I  have  forgotten  all  about 
its  government  and  don't  want  to  know  any- 
thing about  it.  I  stand  up  for  the  government 
of  this  old  city  which  has  treated  me  so  well 
since  Handed,  and  if  any  man  comes  from  any 
part  of  God's  creation— I  might  almost  in- 
clude even  the  Chinese — andtakesup  n  iiimsel 
and  shows  himself  fit  for.  the  duties  of  citizen- 
ship, 1  will  always  do,  without  asking  him  what 
his  creed  is,  all  I  can  to  forward  his  interest  in. 
becoming  a  good  citizen.  I  call  that  republi- 
canism: you  mayca'l  it  not  demociacy — I  call 
it  democracy,  in  its  broadest  sense,  and  1  hope 
we  shall  never  hear  any  such  remarks  as  we 
have  heard  here  today  again.  We  are  not  Eng- 
lishmen here.  Frenchmen.  Germans  nor  Irish- 
men, but  we  are  here  to  represent  the  good  old 
Bay  State  and  its  institutions,  as  citizens  of  the 
Lnited  states. 

Aid.  HcLAUGHLry— Mr.  Chairman,  there  are 
certain  times  during  a  man's  career  here  in  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  when  he  is  called  upon  to 
act.  and  act  with  justice  to  himseif.  2sow.  sir,  I 
come  from  a  district  that  contains  a  great  num- 
ber of  the  people  who  have  been  so  slanderously 
accused  by  the  man  who  assumes  to  be  chair- 
man of  that  committee ;  and  while,  sir,  I  would 
do  anything  in  my  power,  while  I  would  go  out 
of  my  road  to  injure  that  man  and  his  follow- 
ing, politically  or  in  any  other  wav.  still,  sir.  as 
an  American  citizen,  I  want  to  tell  those  people 
that,  no  matter  what  their  feelings,  no  matter 
what  their  assertions,  L  as  one  of  the  members  of 
this  Board,  as  one  of  the  people  they  have  so 
slanderously  assaulted  in  the  papers,  do  not  pro- 
pose to  go  into  my  hole.  I  am"  not  afraid  of  any 
member  of  that  society.  The  people  whom  I 
represent  and  whose  mere  mouthpiece  I  am 
here  today,  in  my  opinion  do  not  fear  them. 
I  think,  and  possibly  I  feel,  that  they  should 
have  the  hall.  I  mean  to  give  them  the 
hall.  I  am  glad  of  an  opportunity  to  state  my 
position  and  state  it  fairly.  I  don't  believe  they 
deserve  any  kind  of  treatment  from  us,  but 
•when  they  come  in  under  the  guise  of  American 
citizens  and  ask  that  the  temple  of  liberty  be 
opened  that  they  may  preach  and  make  con- 
verts to  our  government,  gentlemen,  we 
have  no  alternative  but  to  give  them 
the  hall.  It  is  a  right  we  cannot 
keeD  from  them.  As  a  class  I  detest 
them.  I  hate  their  very  name,  and  I  am 
safe  to  say  that  I  would  go  out  of  my  way  at 
any  time  to  injure  anv  man  who  would  make 
such  an  assertion.  Those  words  would  not 
emanate  from  the  lips  of  an  honest  and  good 
man.  But  that  isn't  the  question.  The  ques- 
tion is  whether  they,  as  American  citizens,  have 
a  right  to  get  the  hall.  We  have  no  alter- 
native, no  matter  what  our  feelings  may  be, 
no  matter  what  race  or  creed  we  may  belong 
to,  no  matter  how  much  they  abuse  us  as 
a  people.  Because  we  are  getting  strong 
they  find  it  necessary  to  abuse  us.  and  we  must 
take  the  abuse  and  give  them  the  hall.  They 
are  entitled  to  the  same  privileges  that  we 
should  have  if  we  desired  the  hall.  Mr.  Chair- 
man. I  am  going  to  vote  to  give  them  the  hall. 
The  report  was  accepted  and  leave  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions ;  yeas  9.  nays  2 : 

Teas  —  Aid.     Allen.     Bromwich.     Donovan. 
Haynes.  Lee,  McLaughlin,  >. .  G.  Smith,  C.  W. 
Smith.  Sullivan — 9. 
Xays— Aid.  Carroll,  Maguire — 2. 

PERiHT  FOR  BAT  WFVDOWS. 

Aid.  X.  G.  Smith  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Inspection  of  Buildings,  recom- 
mending that  leave  be  granted  upon  the  peti- 


tion of  Charles  31.  Hunter  to  project  two  bay 
windows  from  building  >"o.  6  Marion  street. 
Charlestown.  Ward  3. 

pted.  and  leave  granied  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions. 

OPK5TNG  OF   STEEET5. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smtth  submitted  the  following: 
Cttt  of  BoSTOjr,  1 

Lv  BOARD  OF  ALDEBMEX,  \ 

Sept.  6 .  :••"  ) 

The  special  committee  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men to  whom  was  referred  the  message  of  His 
Honor  the  Mayor  transmitting  certain  commu- 
nications relative  to  the  opening  of  the  public 
streets  by  private  corporations  and  city  depart- 
ments beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report : 
Tour  committee  have  given  the  subject  of 
street  openings  careful  consideration :  inviting 
the  testimony  of  heads  of  departments  that  have 
to  do  with  streets  and  also  of  the  Board  of  Po- 
lice, all  of  whom  state  that  the  various  com- 
panies digging  up  the  streets  for  the  purpose  of 
laying  pipes  for  heating  ana  electric  wires  are 
using  every  effort  to  inconvenience  the  public 
as  little  as  possible,  and  express  a  willingness 
to  comply  at  all  times  with  the  requirements  of 
the  city  departments  and  their  inspectors: 
changing  city  structures  at  their  own  expense 
when  asked  to  ao  so,  paying  insr     I  watch 

them,  and  even  changing  the  direction  of  their 
trenches  and  removing  the  earth  from  the 
streets  when  thought  necessary  for  the  better 
convenience  of  the  public 

The  Board  of  Police  stated  that  no  complaints 
had  been  made  to  them  of  unnecessary  ob.-truc  - 
tion  or  delay,  and  that  as  much  zeal  is  rr  ani- 
fested  in  pushing  the  work  as  is  shown  by  our 
own  departments  in  similar  matters.  In  fact. 
they  are  complying  with  all  the  requirements  of 
the  city  departments  as  far  as  it  is  possible  to 
do  so. 

The  committee  also  made  a  personal  inspec- 
tion of  the  work  and  satisfied  themselves  of  the 
correctness  of  the  statements  made  by  the 
various  departments  and  the  engineer  in  charge 
of  the  heating  company's  works.  It  cannot  be 
denied  that  digging  ur>  the  streets  for  any  pur- 
pose is  more  or  less  annoying  to  the  public,  the 
amount  of  inconvenience  being  measured  by 
the  quantity  of  earth  thrown  up,  material  de- 
posited in  the  streets,  the  time  consumed  and 
the  lack  of  enterprise  in  the  conduct  of  the 
work.  Therefore  the  opening  of  the  public 
streets  should  only  be  allowed  when  it  is  be- 
lieved to  be  of  great  and  lasting  benefit  to  the 
public. 

It  is  only  'v^rlee  to  the  heating  company  to 
state  that  they  appear  to  be  making  a  strenu- 
ous effort  to  complete  their  work  as  rapidly  as 
possible,  continuing  night  and  day  without  in- 
termission and  sparing  no  expense,  that  the 
work  done  by  them  is  of  the  very  best  and  built 
to  last,  and  is  in  itself  satisfactory  evidence  of 
their  sincerity  and  faith  in  its  complete  success 
as  a  great  public  improvement. 

Tour  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the 
streets  are  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  pub- 
lic and  to  be  used  for  their  comfort  and 
convenience  and  believe  that  the  same  right 
exists  to  use  them  for  heating  purposes,  or 
trie  wires,  as  for  gas,  drainage  or  drinking  wa- 
ter, and  when  the  city  does  not  furnish  these 
necessary  comforts  private  companies  may  be 
allowed  to  do  so :  and  when  the  streets  are  una- 
ble to  contain  all  these  desired  structures  sep- 
arately, subways  should  be  built  for  their  re- 
ception. 

Tour  committee  further  report  that  there  is 
no  authority  for  charging  for  the  privilege  of 
using  the  streets,  and  that  that  can  only  be  ob- 
tained by  special  act  of  the  Legislature,  and 
that  nojurther  action  is  necessary  on  the  part 
of  this  .board  at  the  present  time. 
For  the  committee. 

>.  G.  SinxH,  Chairman. 

Report  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan  the  report  was 
ordered  printed  as  a  City  Document. 

PAVTVG  EEPOETS  A2TD  OEDEES. 

Aid.  Magftre  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Betjort  upon  the  petition  of  EL  Gore  .S:  Co..  for 
permission  to  pave  a  portion  of  Winter  street 
with  the  ceramite  block  pavement— Recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered.   That  H.  Gore    i!c    Co.  be   allowed. 
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to  lay  their  ceramite  pavement  on  Winter 
street,  between  Tremont  street  and  Washington 
street,  the  same  to  be  paid  for  at  the  rate  of 
$3.50  per  square  yard,  when  approved  by  the  su- 
perintendent of  streets,  after  proper  trial. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Report  recommending  that  a  permit  be  granted 
upon  the  usual  conditions,  upon  the  following- 
petitions  : 

S.  Richards,  to  move  a  wooden  building  from 
Lawrence  street,  near  Miller  street,  Ward  5,  to 
Medford  street,  near  Belmont  street,  Ward  4.    . 

A.  M.  Richards,  to  move  a  wooden  building 
from  475  Blue-hill  avenue  to  469  Blue-hill 
avenue. 

Reports  accepted,  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

Reports  and  orders  of  notice  for  the  construc- 
tion of  brick  sidewalks,  as  follows : 

Charles  C.  Foster,  106-114,  inclusive,  Roxbury 
street. 

Chadwick  &  Stillings,  511-529  Beacon  street. 

Boston  Wharf  Company,  338  A  street,  South 
Boston. 

For  edgestones  and  brick  sidewalks  as  follows : 

John  Brant,  315  Paris  street. 

Algernon  S.  Potter,  23  St.  Charles  street. 

Arthur  Hunnewell,  northerly  corner  St.  James 
avenue  and  Exeter  street. 

A.  B.  Winslow,  4  Rand  street,  Ward  20. 

Sarah  E.  Force,  Folsom  street. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order  for  a  license  to  the  Maverick 
Oil  Company  to  construct  and  maintain  a  three- 
inch  pipe  from  their  side  track  at  the  Boston  & 
Albany  railroad  in  East  Boston,  under  and 
across  Chelsea  and  Bremen  streets,  to  their 
works  on  said  Chelsea  street,  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions. Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rule. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
be  authorized  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  and 
pave  the  sidewalk  with  brick  in  front  of  the 
estate  of  Charles  F.  Kitteredge,  corner  of  Argyle 
and  Ashmont  streets,  and  to  pave  the  sidewalk 
in  front  of  the  driveway  on  Argyle  street  with 
stone,  one  half  the  cost  of  same  to  be  charged 
to  the  owner  of  said  estate. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
be  authorized  to  grade  Newbury  street  between 
West  Chester  ParK  and  Ipswich  street. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
be  authorized  to  macadamize  Falmouth  street, 
between  West  Chester  Park  and  Dalton  street, 
and  to  put  same  in  proper  condition  for  public 
travel. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Later  in  the  session  Aid.  Bromwicb.  submitted 
the  following  from  the  same  committee : 

Ordered,  Ihat  the  superintendent  of  streets 
be  authorized  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  and 
pave  the  sidewalks  with  brick,  on  Cabot  street, 
between  Linden  Park  and  Vernon  street,  one- 
half  the  cost  of  same  to  be  assessed  on  the 
owners  of  abutting  estates. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
be  authorized  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  and 
pave  the  sidewalks  with  brick,  on  Vernon 
street,  between  Cabot  and  Tremont  streets,  one- 
half  the  cost  of  same  to  be  assessed  on  the 
owners  of  abutting  estates. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
be  authorized  to  pave  the  sidewalk  with  bricK, 
on  the  easterly  side  of  Dearborn  street,  between 
Dearborn  place  and  Dearborn-street  Church, 
one-half  the  cost  of  the  same  to  be  assessed  on 
the  owners  of  abutting  estates. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

ELECTRIC    WIRES. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Electric  Wires: 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  upon  the 
petition  of  the  Brush  Electric  Lighting  Com- 
pany for  leave  to  erect  20  poles  on  West  Chester 
park,  between  Huntington  avenue  and  Beacon 
street.    Accepted. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  the  Boston  Electric 
Light  Company  for  permission  to  erect  and 
maintain  eight  poles  on  Dudley  street,  having 
considered  the  subject,  respectfully  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 


Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Boston  Electric  Light  Company  to  erect  eight 
poles  for  the  support  of  wires  in  the  following- 
named  streets  in  Roxbury,  at  points  designated 
by  red  dots  on  a  plan  made  by  M.  W.  Fitzsim- 
mons,  dated  July  7,  1887,  and  deposited  in  the 
office  of  the  superintendent  of  streets,  viz. : 

Dudley  street,  between  Hampden  and  Dear- 
born streets. 

[Appended  to  the  above  were  the  usual  print- 
ed conditions.] 

Report  accepted. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  the  Boston  Electric 
Light  Company,  for  leave  to  erect  20  poles  on 
West  Chester  Park,  between  Huntington  ave- 
nue and  Beacon  street,  having  considered  the 
subject,  respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of 
of  the  accompanying  order : 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Boston  Electric  Light  Company  to  erect  20  poles 
for  the  support  of  wires  in  the  following  named 
streets,  in  Boston,  at  points  designated  by  red 
dots  on  a  plan  made  by  M.  W.  Fitzsimmons,  and 
deposited  in  the  office  of  the  superintendent  of 
streets,  viz. :  West  Chester  Park,  between  Hun- 
tington avenue  and  Beacon  street. 

[Appended  to  the  above  were  the  usual  print- 
ed conditions.] 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Aid.  Sullivan— As  a  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Electric  Wires,  I  received  no  notice  of 
that  committee  meeting.  1  have  no  doubt  the 
notice  was  sent,  but  being  a  little  mixed  as  to 
my  residence  at  present,  my  mail  matter  does 
not  reach  me  as  promptly  as  it  should.  I  would 
like  to  have  that  order  recommitted  to  the 
committee,  so  that  I,  as  a  member  of  that  com- 
mittee, may  have  an  opportunity  of  looking 
into  that  matter. 

Aid.  Carroll— As  a  member  of  the  committee 
I  have  no  objections  to  having  it  recommitted. 
If  this  was  the  first  time  I  had  heard  the  gentle- 
man say  he  did  not  get  his  notice  1  would  not 
object.  But  I  think  it  is  about  the  tei  tli  time  I 
have  heard  him  say  it.  But  I  will  say  that  1  got 
my  notice,  that  the  committee  met,  and  had  the 
agents  of  the  company  before  them.  It  is 
peculiar  that  1  can  get  a  notice  and  the  gentle- 
man cannot. 

Aid.  Sullivan— Did  the  people  of  that  dis- 
trict have  an  opportunity  to  come  forward  and 
object  to  it? 

Aid.  Carroll— Nothing  of  the  kind.  I  do  not 
know  that  there  was  any  objection  to  it.  I  don't 
want  to  be  misunderstood.  I  am  satisfied  to 
have  it  recommitted  ;  but  I  am  sick  and  tired  of 
being  told  that  the  gentleman  did  not  get  a  no- 
tice. If  there  is  any  way  of  finding  out  why  he 
did  not  get  a  notice  I  am  willing  to  help  him 
find  out.  He  has  a  postmaster  over  in  East  Bos- 
ton who  is  all  right,  and  I  don't  see  why  he 
don't  get  his  notice. 

AH.  Maguire— That  matter  has  been  before 
the  committee  for  the  last  four  months.  I  have 
called  the  committee  together  three  times  to 
act  on  tti  at  matter.  I  got  my  notice  of  the  last 
meeting,  and  I  presume  the  alderman's  notice 
was  sent.  Whether  it  was  mislaid  or  not  I  can- 
not say.  These  parties  want  to  connect  the 
East-End  lines  with  the  West-End  lin»s.  As 
Aid.  Carroll  said,  the  agents  of  the  company 
were  there  and  presented  the  case,  and  the 
committee  so  reported  this  evening.  I  have 
been  out  there  myself,  and  have  been  trying  to 
get  the  alderman  from  East  Boston  there  for 
four  months.  Unless  he  expects  to  visit  the 
place,  I  can  see  no  reason  for  recommitting. 

Aid.  Sullivan— What  was  that  statement? 

Aid.  Maguire— Unless  he  has  some  intention 
of  going  out  there  I  don't  see  any  need  of  de- 
layingany  longer.  Unless  some  good  objection 
is  raised  1  hope  it  will  go  through  tonight. 

The  motion  to  recommit  was  declared  lost. 
Aid.  Sullivan  doubted  the  vote,  the  Board  was 
divided,  3  in  favor,  4  against,  and  the  motion 
was  lost. 

Aid  Maguire  moved  to  suspend  the  rule. 

Aid.  Sullivan  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
on  the  motion  to  recommit. 

The  chairman,  ruled  that  the  call  came  too 
late. 

Aid.  Lee  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  refus- 
ing to  recommit,  and  the  chairman  ruled  the 
motion  out  of  order. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  was  declared 
carried.  Aid,  Lee  doubted  the  vote  and  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  motion  was  lost, 
yeas  4,  nays  7: 
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Yeas— Aid.  Carroll,  Donovan,  Maguire,  Mc- 
Laughlin— 4. 

Nays— Aid.  Allen,  Bromwich,  Haynes.  Lee,  N. 
G.  Smith,  C.  W.  Smith,   Sullivan— 7. 

Absent— Aid.  Capen— 1. 

The  two  orders  went  over  under  the  rule. 

EAST  BOSTON  FERRIES. 

Aid.  Sullivan,  for  the  Committee  on  East 
Boston  Ferries,  submitted  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  the  directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries  for 
leave  to  sell  the  ferryboat  Lincoln,  and  that  the 
proceeds  oe  credited  to  their  department — Re- 
commending the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  of  East 
Boston  Ferries  be.  and  they  are  hereby  author- 
ized, under  the  direction  and  with  the  approval 
of  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  sell  at  public  auction 
the  abandoned  ferryboat  Lincoln. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

LAYING  OUT   AND  WIDENING  STREETS. 

Aid.  Sullivan  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Laying  Out  and  Widening 
Streets : 

Report  on  the  order  requesting  the  Street 
Commissioners  to  lay  out  as  a  public  way 
Rockingnam  place,  Roxbury— That  in  their 
opinion  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted,  said  order  passed  under  sus- 
pension of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  order  (referred  by  the  Common 
Council)  requesting  the  Street  Commissioners 
to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  way,  Willow 
court,  from  Boston  street  to  Dorchester  avenue 
— That  in  their  opinion  the  order  ought  to 
pass. 

Report  accepted,  said  order  passed  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  order  (referred  by  the  Common 
Council)  requesting  the  Street  Commissioners  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  widening  East 
Eighth  street,  between  Mercer  and  Gates  street 
— That  in  their  opinion  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted,  said  order  passed  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Maurice  Fitzgerald 
and  others,  asking  for  the  extension  of  AA  illard 
street  to  Lowell  street— Recommending  refer- 
ence of  the  same  to  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners. 

Report  accepted,  and  said  reference  ordered. 
Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  decision  of  the  Railroad  Com- 
missioners relative  to  the  Cambridge-street 
bridge,  Allston— That  no  action  is  necessary. 
Report  accepted.    Sent  down. 

STEAM  ENGINES. 

Aid.  Haynes  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines,  recommending 
that  leave  be  granted,  on  the  usual  conditions, 
for  the  erection  and  use  of  steam  engines  and 
boilers  as  follows : 

Benjamin  Rose,  15-horse  power,  Cedar  street, 
Dorchester. 

Ross,  Nutter  &  Seabury,  one  steam  boiler,  at 
Franklin  avenue,  near  Spring-street  station. 

Whittier  Machine  Co.,  45-horse  power,  12-16 
Temple  place. 

Free  Press  Newspaper  Co.,  Willian  Waters, 
president,  four-horse  power,  129  London  street, 
East  Boston. 

L.  F.  Babcock,  seven-horse  power,  Arlington 
street,  Brighton. 

W.  O.  Tuttle,  one-horse  power,  168  and  170 
Oliver  street. 

Reports  accepted  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

CLERK  HIRE  IN   THE  COURTS. 

Aid.  Carroll  presented  a  requisition  from 
the  clerk  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  for  $165, 
being  the  amount  of  clerk  hire  for  August.  Ap- 
proved and  ordered  paid. 

WEST  END  RAILROAD. 

Aid.  Carroll  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Railroads  : 

Report  and  order  of  notice  for  a  hearing  on 
Monday,  Sept.  24th,  inst.,  at  4  P.M.,  on  the  peti- 
tion of  the  West  End  Street  Railway  Company 
for  change  of  location  for  their  tracks  in  that 
part  of  Beacon  street  between  Commonwealth 
avenue  and  St.  Mary's  street.  Report  accepted, 
order  passed. 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  followi"g: 
The  Committee  on  Fire  Department  (Aid.),  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Underhay  & 
Co.  for  a  license  to  store  and  keep  for  sale  the 
products  of  petroleum  at  No,  275  Franklin  street, 
having  considered  the  subject,  respectfully 
recommend  that  a  license  be  granted  in  accord- 
ance with  the  accompanying  report  of  the  Board 
of  Fire  Engineers. 

Report  accepted  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions, 

SEWERS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Sewers : 

Preamble  and  order  for  the  construction  of  a 
common  sewer,  as  follows : 

In  Holton  street,  between  Franklin  and  Athol 
streets. 

In  Mansfield  street  and  Hill  avenue,  between 
Cambridge  and  Franklin  streets. 

Severally  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule. 

Report  on  the  report  of  superintendent  of 
sewers,  giving  cost  of  constructing  common 
sewer  in  Holbom  street  and  private  land— That 
the  assessment  is  correct,  and  recommending 
the  passage  of  an  order  for  the  assessment  and 
collection  of  proportional  part  of  the  expense 
thereof. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order— That  the  sewer  assessment 
levied  against  the  estate  of  Minnie  Stone  for  a 
sewer  in  Waumbeck  street  and  Humboldt  av- 
enue, amounting  to  8217.80,  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  abated,  and  that  the  sum  of  §102.39  be 
reassessed  to  said  Minnie  Stone. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order — That  the  sewer  assessment 
levied  against  the  estate  of  E.  H.  Davies  for  a 
sewer  in  Holborn  street,  amounting  to  8603.19, 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  abated  on  account  of 
overestimate  of  land  benefited,  and  that  the 
sum  of  8591.30  be  reassessed  to  said  E.  H.  Davies. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

care  of  hydrants. 

Aid.  Carroll  offered  an  order— That  a  special 
committee,  consisting  of  the  Committee  on  Fire 
Department  and  the  Committee  on  Water,  be 
appointed  to  consider  the  expediency  of  the 
Water  Board  having  care  and  charge  of  the 
hydrants  in  the  streets  of  the  city  during  the 
winter  months. 

Aid.  Carroll— The  object  of  offering  that  or- 
der is  the  fact,  which  you,  sir,  and  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  must  have  noticed  heretofore, 
that  during  the  winter  months  the  firemen  are 
found  at  different  hours  of  the  night  and  day, 
taking  care  of  the  hydrants  throughout  the  city, 
and  they  do  the  same  amount  of  other  work  as 
the  men  who  do  not  do  this  work.  It  seems  to 
me  that  an  arrangement  might  be  made,  so  that 
the  department  which  has  charge  of  them, 
should  keep  the  hydrants  in  proper  condition. 
Of  course,  you,  sir,  are  more  familiar  with  the 
working  of  the  Fire  Department  than  I  am,  I 
not  having  the  honor  of  being  one  of  the  old 
vets,  and  you  might  give  the  information  better 
than  I  could,  and  there  are  also  other 
members  of  the  Board  of  greater  magni- 
tude on  the  committee,  and  bald-headed 
with  wisdom,  and  we  will  get  the  benefit  of 
their  information  and  experience.  If .  there  is 
no  merit  in  the  proposition,  nothing  need  be 
done.  I  move  to  refer  that  to  the  special  com- 
mittee. 

Aid.  Lee— Is  not  the  passage  of  the  order 
necessary  to  constitute  a  Joint  Special  Commit- 
tee of  that  character? 

The  Chairman— Certainly.  He  can  move  to 
refer  it  to  a  committee  consisting  of  the  mem- 
bers of  those  two  committees. 

Aid.  Lee— I  think  the  object  of  the  order  is  to 
have  the  order  passed,  so  that  it  may  get  to  fcnat 
committee  and  be  reported  back. 

Aid.  Carroll — If  there  is  no  objection  I  with- 
draw the  motion  for  reference. 

Aid.  Lee— I  will  only  add  that  you  can  see  that 
it  takes  a  vet  to  get  the  honorable  alderman  out 
of  the  position  he  was  in. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 
police  salaries. 

Aid,  Lee  called  up  the  past  assignment,  viz,: 
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An   ordinance  to   amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Re- 
vised Ordinances  of  1SS5. 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1,  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
is  hereby  amended  in  Section  1,  in  the  clause 
relating  to  the  salary  of  the  superintendent 
of  police,  by  inserting  after  the  word 
"thousand"  the  words  "five  hundred;"  in 
the  clause  relating  to  the  salary  of  the 
deputy  superintendent  of  police,  by  striking  out 
the  word  "three,"  and  inserting  in  place  there- 
of the  word  "eight;"  in  the  clause  relating  to 
the  salary  of  the  clerk  to  the  superintendent  of 
police,  by  striking  out  the  words  "one  thousand 
five  hundred, "  and  substiuting  in  place  thereof 
the  words  "two  thousand;"  in  the  clause  relat- 
ing to  the  salary  of  the  property  clerk  of  the 
Police  Department,  by  striking  out  the  words 
"one  thousand  five  hundred,"  and  substituting 
in  place  thereof  the  words  "eighteen  hundred ;" 
and  in  the  clause  relating  to  the  salaries  of  the 
assistant  inspectors  of  police,  by  striking  out  the 
words  "three  dollars  a  day  each,"  and  subsitut- 
ing  in  place  thereof  the  word  "and." 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  moved  to  amend  by  striking 
out  the  last  word  "and,"  and  by  substituting  in 
place  thereof  the  words  "twelve  hundred  dol- 
lars a  year." 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  make  that  motion  in 
order  that  these  two  inspectors  may  be  paid  as 
they  always  have  been,  the  same  as  patrolman. 
As  it  is  now,  they  are  paid  less,  they  rank  as 
patrolman  and  ought  to  recieve  the  same  pay. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  would  like  to  inquire  from 
the  gentleman  who  is  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Police,  if  the  committee  has  had  this 
matter  before  them  and  acted  upon  it?  If  I  re 
member  aright  it  was  assigned  in  order  that 
they  might  get  some  information  they  did  not 
have  at  the  time  it  came  up.  I  woul  d  like  to 
know  if  it  comes  as  a  recommendation  of  the 
committee  or  of  an  individual  member  of  it. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— Unfortunately  the  com- 
mittee have  not  been  able  to  get  a  quorum  since 
the  matter  was  agitated ;  but,  in  consultation 
with  my  colleague,  it  was  agreed  that  this 
amendment  should  be  offered.  This  only 
makes  it  about  $14  a  year  more,  and  it  puts  them 
upon  the  same  footing  as  patrolmen.  There  is 
no  reason  why  they  should  not  be  paid  the  same 
as  they  always  have  been  and  in  accordance 
with  their  rank.    It  is  a  very  small  matter. 

The  amendment  of  Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  was 
adopted,  and  the  ordinance  as  amended  was 
passed. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 
Sent  down. 

SAFETY  OF  SCHOOL    BUILDINGS. 

Aid.  Bromwich  offered  the  following: 

"Whereas  in  view  of  startling  disclosures  made 
by  the  inspector  of  buildings  as  to  the  unsafe 
condition  of  the  old  Franklin  schoolhouse, 
which  for  years  was  used  for  school  purposes 
and  was  not  abandoned  until  it  was  no  longer 
needed  for  such  purposes,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  inspector  of  buildings  be 
directed  to  investigate  and  report  as  early  as 
possible  as  to  the  safety  of  all  other  buildings 
now  used  for  school  purposes  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton. 

Aid.  Bromwich  moved  to  suspend  the  rule,  so 
that  the  order  might  be  passed. 

Aid.  Carroll— Will  it  require  any  expendi- 
ture of  money  to  do  that? 

The  Chairman— Certainly,  it  will. 

Aid.  Carroll— Then  I  would  ask  the  gentle- 
man if  he  has  considered  that  part  of  it?  If 
not,  I  would  move  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  have  no  objection  to  it  go- 
ing there,  but  I  take  it  that  the  inspector  has  a 
sufficient  force  to  examine  schoolhouses.  He 
must  report  back  if  he  needs  more  money  to  do 
it.  "When  lie  makes  such  a  report  it  can  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Finance  Committee  to  provide  the 
means.    I  would  rather  the  order  would  pass. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  withdraw  the  motion  to  re- 
fer. 

Aid.  Lee— Do  I  understand  that  is  an  order  of 
inquiry? 

The  Chairman— It  is  an  order  for  an  investi- 
gation. 

Aid.  Lee— "Well,  would  not  that  be  simply  an 
order  of  inquiry?  , 

The  Chairman— Ihe  Chair  would  rule  not. 

\ld.  N.  G.  Smith— It  seems  to  me  that  before 
we  go  any  further  on  this  matter  we  ought,  at 


any  rate,  to  get  the  opinion  of  some  committee. 
I  move  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  that  depart- 
ment having  these  buildings  in  charge, 

Aid.  Carroll— I  would  like  to  call  attention 
to  the  fact  that  after  the  superintendent  of 
public  buildings  made  a  report  on  the  old  Frank- 
lin schoolhouse  we  sent  for  the  opinion  of  an  ex- 
pert. It  seems  to  me  this  order  should  go  to  the 
Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  will  make  that  motion. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  have  no  objection. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

CLERK  OF  COMMITTEES. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  offered  an  order— That  the 
clerk  of  committees  be  allowed  leave  of  absence 
from  duty  for  a  period  of  four  weeks  from  date 
without  loss  of  pay. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  want  to  say,  in  regard  to 
that  order, — if  the  members  of  the  Board  are 
not  already  familiar  with  it,— that  Mr.  Hillard 
is  sick  and  unable  to  be  here;  according  to  his 
doctor's  report  he  will  be  laid  up  for  some  little 
time  with  a  bilious  attack,  caused  by  over-work, 
and  it  seems  to  be  necessary  that  he  should 
have  some  little  time  to  recruit. 

The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule.    Sent  down. 

VOLUME  OF  STATUTES. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Printing  be  authorized  to  include 
in  the  reprint  of  the  volume  of  statutes  relating 
to  the  city  of  Boston  all  legislation  passed  in 
1?S7,  and  all  additions  from  the  statutes  which 
they  deem  desirable ;  and  said  committee  may 
expend  for  clerk-hire  and  indexing  a  sum  not 
exceeding  $400,  to  be  charged  to  the  contingent 
fund  of  joint  committees. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Sent 
down. 

MONUMENT  TO  CRISPUS  ATTUCKS. 

The  Chairman  offered  an  order— That  His 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  authorized  to  have  the 
foundation  and  pedestal  of  the  monument  to 
Crispus  Attucks  built  and  set,  at  an  expense  not 
exceeding  $2000,  to  be  charged  to  the  income  of 
the  Phillips-street  fund. 

APPROPRIATION   FOR  INTEREST. 

The  Chairman  offered  an  order— That  the 
city  auditor  place  to  the  credit  of  the  appropri- 
ation for  interest  all  amounts  received  uy  the 
city  treasurer  for  interest  accrued  on  loans  sold. 

Passed,  under  a  suspension  of  the  joint  rules 
and  rules  of  the  Board,  yeas  11,  nays  0.  Sent 
down. 

POLLING    PLACES. 

Aid.  Allen  offered  an  order — That  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  on  the  part  of  this 
Board  report  on  or  before  Oct.  3  a  list  of  polling 
places  in  the  several  wards  to  be  used  at  the 
ensuing  State  and  municipal  elections.  Passed 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

LICENSES, 

Aid.  McLaughlin  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Licenses:, 

Reports  recommending  that  minors'  licenses 
be  granted  to  2  peddlers,  3  bootblacks  and  3G 
newsboys.  Accepted  and  licenses  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 

Report  recommending  that  licenses  be  grant*  d 
L.  F.  Smith  to  have  a  sacred  concert  at  the 
Bijou  Theatre  on  Sunday  evening,  Sept.  11, 1887. 
Accepted  and  leave  granted  on  the  usual  condi- 
tions. 

Report  that  a  license  be  granted  to  .Tames 
Keenan  to  give  an  athletic  and  variety  enter- 
tainment at  the  Union  Base  Ball  Grounds,  on 
Dartmouth  street,  Monday  evening,  Sept.  19, 
1887. 

Aid.  Allen— I  would  like  to  be  informed,  if 
the  committee  have  any  knowledge,  as  to  the 
character  of  that  entertainment?  "What  it  is 
to  be? 

Aid.  McLaughlin— I  have  seen  the  gentle- 
man who  has  petitioned  the  Board  for  leave  to 
give  an  exhibition  of  athletic  games,  etc.  I 
don't  think  the  city  will  be  at  all  aroused;  but 
a  certain  class  of  the  community  will  bo  bene- 
fited if  we  grant  this  license  under  the  usual 
conditions.  He  tells  mo  there  is  to  be  nothing 
that  will  materially  affect  anybody,  and  there 
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will  be  no  injury  to  anybody.  He  asks  tor  a  li- 
cense for  an  athletic  and  variety  entertainment. 
He  may,  daring  the  course  of  the  proceeding, 
give  a  tableau,  with  scenes  from  Rome  or  some- 
thing of  that  kind,  which  will  be  very  ornamen- 
tal and  instructive.  I  trust  that  the  license  will 
be  granted. 

Aid.  Allen— I  noticed  that  the  gentleman 
said  there  are  to  be  athletic  games,  etc.  I  didn't 
catch  on  to  what  the  "etc."  meant.  I  hope  he 
will  explain  that  to  the  Board. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  license 
granted  on  the  usual  conditions. 

PAVING     DEPARTMENT     WHARF— WANTS     OF 
SEWER    DEPARTMENT. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  offered  an  order— That  the 
city  auditor  be  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum 
of  §50,000 from  the  special  appropriation,  wharf, 
Paving  Department,  to  the  Sewer  Department. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— I  offered  that  order  be 
cause  the  Sewer  Department  is  in  a  condition 
ttoday  that  is  detrimental  to  the  best  interests 
of  the  city  of  Boston.  They  are  practically 
without  a  dollar  to  do  any  new  work.  In  the 
first  of  the  year  an  appropriation  8300,000  was 
asked  for,  and  His  Honor  the  Mayor  approved 
it  for  $150,000.  Then  for  two  or  three  months 
the  mayor  has  seen  the  fallacy  of  not  recom- 
mending a  sufficient  amount,  and  has  told  the 
superintendent,  from  time  to  time,  that  he 
stood  ready  to  help  him  in  any  way.  Of  the 
amount  appropriated  $90,000  has  been  spent. 
The  superintendent  has  not  a  dollar  with  which 
to  do  any  new  work;  the  money  he  has  in 
charge  is  just  sufficient  to  maintain  the  old 
work.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  got  to 
provide  some  money  for  that  department. 
The  Finance  Committee  has  a  list  of  special 
work  on  sewers  amounting  to  some  $430,000. 
This  $50,000  will  be  but  a  mere  sop  to  the  Sewer 
Department,  still  it  will  enable  the  superin- 
tendent to  get  on  until  such  time  as  we  can  see 
our  way  clear  to  give  him  some  more  money, 
if  we  can  get  it.  I  ask  for  the  transfer  from  the 
appropriation  for  Paving  Department  wharf  be- 
cause, I  feel  it  can  be  taken  from  that  appropri- 
ation for  this  purpose  without  any  special  det- 
riment to  the  Paving  Department.  They  are 
now  occupying  a  wharf  that  is  controlled  by  an- 
other branch  of  the  city  government,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  when  we  are  hampered  for 
money  in  this  way,  one  branch  of  the  city  gov- 
ernment ought  to  help  another  branch.  I  do 
not  think  the  Paving  Department  will  be  made 
to  leave  their  wharf,  if  the  facts  are  fully  shown 
to  the  Park  Commissioners,  until  such  time  as 
the  city  is  prepared  to  furnish  them  with  further 
wharf  accommodations.  The  $50,000  can  be  taken 
from  this  appropriation  without  detriment  to 
the  Paving  Department.  The  Sewer  Depart- 
ment needs  this  money.  We  have  before  the 
department  orders  for  25  or  30  catch  basins 
which  should  be  built  immediately;  the  cost  of 
those  basins  will  be  $25  or  $30  each,  and  there  is 
not  a  dollar  with  which  to  build  them.  It  is  im- 
possible for  the  Sewer  Department  to  keep  up 
with  the  Street  Department.  These  catch  ba- 
sins should  be  built  when  the  street  is  first  laid 
out ;  it  is  almost  obligatory  on  the  department 
to  build  them.  I  hope  and  trust  the  members  of 
this  Board,  knowing  as  they  do  that  it  will  not 
injure  any  other  department,  will  vote  to  make 
this  transfer,  This  is  a  special  appropriation 
for  a  wharf  which  will  not  be  purchased  for 
some  time  to  come ;  the  money  is  lying  idle  in 
the  treasury,  and  can  be  used  now  just  as  well  as 
then,  and  without  any  detriment  to  the  Paving 
Department. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  have  no  doubt  the  gentle- 
man from  the  Sewer  Department  knows  all 
about  what  he  is  talking  about— I  suppose  he 
does.  But  I  believe  it  will  be  a  difficult  thing 
for  the  Paving  Department  to  keep  that  wharf 
much  longer.  I  do  not  know  where  the  alder- 
man gets  his  information,  but  I  would  say  that 
our  time  has  expired  and  we  shall  quickly  be 
without  a  wharf  unless  the  Park  Commission- 
ers should  forego  what  they  say  they  will  not  do. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— I  would  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  whether  in  the  district  which  he 
represents,  he  would  be  perfectly  satisfied  to 
have  the  sewers  bursting  and  the  people's  cel- 
lars filled  with  water,  and  not  a  dollar  in  the 
hands  of  the  Sewer  Department  with  which  to 
relieve  them?  And  whether  he  would  not  be 
better  satisfied  to  have  the  Park  Commission- 
ers, as  another  branch  of  this  government,  com- 


pelled to  allow  the  Paving  Department  to  oc- 
cupy their  old  wharf  until  such  time  as  the  city 
can  provide  quarters  for  them  ? 

Aid.  Brojiwich — I  do  not  know  what  the 
Park  Commissioners  will  do;  but  until  I  get 
satisfactory  information  from  them  that  they 
will  be  willing  to  allow  the  Paving  Department 
to  stay  at  this  wharf,  I  shall  object  to  giving  my 
vote  to  take  away  from  the  Paving  Department 
the  $50,000  which  we  have  had  a  hard  job  to  get. 
Now,  in  regard  to  catch  basins,  I  have  been  try- 
ing to  get  them  built  for  a  long  while,  but  I  can- 
not get  them.  I  know  the  Sewer  Department 
should  be  better  provided  with  funds  at  the 
proper  time— that  is  when  the  appropriations 
are  made.  But,  as  for  one  of  the  Paving  Com- 
mittee, I  shall  strenuously  object,  to  taking  that 
money  which  was  appropriated  to  purchase  this 
wharf.  I  will  not  say  any  more  than  that  I 
hope  this  Board  will  consider  a  great  deal,  per- 
haps more  than  they  have  heretofore,  before 
they  take  that  money  away  from  the  Paving 
Department  and  place  it  anywhere  else,  either 
in  the  Sewer  or  any  other  department.  I  think 
the  Paving  Department  needs  the  money. 

Aid.  Ma.guire — I  am  somewhat  surprised  at 
the  gentleman  making  such  amotion  as  that. 
If  I  remember  aright  he  is  the  very  gentleman 
who  made  the  motion  to  give  this  $50,000  to  the 
Paving  Department.  At  that  time  he  knew 
that  the  Paving  Department  would  in  a  very 
short  time  be  obliged  to  provide  themselves 
with  a  new  wharf.  The  matter  has  not  changed 
any  since  then.  He  knows  today  that  the  Pav- 
ing Department  will  be  obliged  to  be  provided 
with  a  wharf  soon  and  that  they  have  got  to  get 
out  of  the  present  location  by  order  of  the  Park 
Commissioners.  I  also  am  in  favor  of  giving  the 
Sewer  Department  not  $50,000,  but  $100,000. 

Aid.  McLaughlin — Where  are  you  going  to 
get  it? 

Aid.  Maguire— I  supposed  we  were  going:  to 
get  it  later  on.  I  do  not  know  where  it  is  to  come 
from.  If  this  money  is  taken  away  from  the 
Paving  Department  they  will  be  as  bad  off  as  the 
Sewer  Department  is.  This  money  was  asked 
for  by  the  Paving  Department  and  was  appro- 
priated for  them  and  I  shall  vote  against  the 
transfer.  It  is  simply  to  benefit  the  Sewer  De- 
partment at  the  expense  of  the  Paving  Depart- 
ment. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— I  did  not  intend  to  sneak 
upon  this  subject  twice  but  the  gentleman  has 
forced  me  to  do  so.  There  is  no  district  that 
gives  so  much  trouble  to  the  Sewer  Department 
as  the  district  the  gentleman  represents.  If  he 
knew  the  amount  of  sewers  asked  for  and  ab- 
solutely needed  by  the  people  in  his  district  he 
would  know  that  the  Sewer  Department,  by  the 
use  of  this  money,  will  be  of  more  service  to  his 
district  than  any  other  department  can  be. 

Aid.  Maguire— Does  the  gentleman  think 
he  could  take  $100,000  from  the  appropriation 
for  paving  and  that  they  could  then  complete 
the  work  under  their  control? 

Aid. McLaughlin.— I  will  answer  the  question 
in  this  way.  I  do  not  want  to  take  one  dollar 
from  the  paving  appropriation.  But  I  do  want 
to  transfer  to  the  Sewer  Department  the  $50,000 
that  have  been  specially  appropriated  for  this 
wharf.  As  the  gentleman  said  I  was  the  first 
one  to  make  the  motion  to  give  them  this  $50,000. 
I  adn  it  it.  But  I  am  also  the  first  one  to  move 
to  take  it  away  from  them,  beeause  I  believe  it 
can  be  better  used  somewhere  else.  The  city  of 
Boston  should  not  suffer.  If  the  executive  of 
the  city  of  Boston  cannot  compel  tie  Park  Com- 
missioners to  allow  the  Paving  Department  to 
use  that  wharf  until  some  other  wharf  can  be 
provided,  and  noi  let  other  sections  suffer  for 
want  of  sewerage,  then  I  am  much  mistaken. 
In  my  section  we  need  new  sewers  less  than  in 
any  other  district,  but  the  old  sewers  are  rotten 
and  need  to  be  repaired.  It  is  not  a  pleasant 
task  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers  to  sir  four  or 
five  or  six  hours  and  listen  to  people  asking  for 
better  drainage  facilities,  and  telling  all  they 
want,  and  then  be  compelled  to  say  to  them 
that  we  have  not  a  dollar  with  which  to  grant 
their  request.  We  cannot  make  them  believe 
it.  This  money  must  be  given  to  the  Sewer 
Department;  it  is  only  a  question  of  time  when 
it  must  be  done.  The  superintendent  needs  the 
money  now;  he  made  a  formal  declaration  to 
the  committee  today  that  he  must  have  money. 
There  is  no  way  by  which  it  can  be  got  that  I 
can  think  of,  except  by  transferring  this  appro- 
priation. 
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Aid.  Lee— If  a  stranger  had  entered  this  cham- 
ber when  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Paving  had  arisen  here  in  his  place,  and  if  he 
had  placed  a  thermometer  on  his  temple,  I  sup- 
pose he  would  have  found  the  temperature  at 
least  20  degrees  below  zero,  considering'  the 
coldness  with  which  he  stands  up  here  and  tells 
the  members  of  this  Board  that  the  Paving  De- 
part ment  can  stand  the  transfer  of  this  $50,000 
from  a  special  appropriation  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Sewer  Department.  Mr.  Chairman, 
gentlemen  who  were  members  of  the  govern- 
ment 18  months  ago  will  remember  that  the 
same  cry  was  made  then.  When  the  Appropri- 
ation bill  was  passed  some  five  months  ago  it 
was  imperative  that  an  appropriation  of  $50,000 
should  be  made  to  secure  a  wharf  for  the  Paving 
Department.  What  do  we  find?  We  find  that 
the  Paving  Department  are  occupying  the  same 
premises  that  they  have  had  undisturbed  pos- 
session of  for  many  years,  and  no  doubt  they 
can  occupy  them  undisturbed  for  many  years 
more.  But  if  by  force,  and  under  our  charter, 
the  Park  Commissioners  should  say  to  the  City 
Council,  or  to  the  chief  executive  of  the  city, 
they  must  have  that  land,  it  would  require  a 
trivial  sum  to  hire  a  wharf  for  a  year  or  even 
two  years.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  here  is  a 
department  that  is  suffering.  Not  in  the 
thought  of  the  committee  nor  in  the  mind  of 
the  head  of  the  department— I  want  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Paving  to  dis- 
tinctly understand  that — but  they  do  suffer  when 
they  have  the  honorable  alderman  representing 
the  19th  and  22d  wards,  with  his  constituents, 
appearing  before  them  and  laboring  with  them 
for  hours  and  hours  that  sewers  may  be  con- 
structed in  certain  streets  in  his  districts,  in  or 
der  that  citizens  may  live  in  healthy  and  peace- 
ful homes.  So  far  as  the  Maintenance  Depart- 
ment is  concerned  the  superintendent,  knowing 
what  the  provisions  of  the  city  charter  are,  ana 
knowing  what  the  results  will  be  to  any  person 
who,  occupying  the  position  he  does,  may  vio- 
late them,  has  today  money  enough  to  cany  on 
the  Maintenance  Department.  But  there  is  not 
a  dollar  outside  of  the  appropriation  for  the  Ash- 
mont  district  and  for  East  Boston— I  think  there 
is  a  small  sum  there,  but  it  is  very  small,  for 
orders  have  been  passed  here  for  sewers 
in  three  or  four- streets  that  need  them  badly, 
and  where  houses  are  being  erected— outside  of 
those  two  districts  the  SewTer  Department  must 
stop  building  sewers,  and  we  must  stop  order- 
ing sewers  to  be  built  in  any  other  sections  of 
the  city.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  it  is  the  desire 
of  this  Board  to  neglect  the  sanitary  condition 
of  the  city  by  not  providing  the  means  to  sewer 
the  streets  that  are  petitioned  for,  then  I  think 
that  the  Committee  on  Sewers  have  done  their 
duty,  and  the  responsibility  must  rest  upon  the 
heads  of  those  who  vote  against  making  a  trans- 
fer of  this  kind. 

The  question  was  put  upon  suspending  the 
rule,  in  order  that  the  order  might  take  its  sec- 
ond reading,  and  it  was  declared  carried.  Aid. 
Maguire  doubted  the  vote;  the  Board  was  di- 
vided, five  in  the  affirmative,  four  in  the  nega- 
tive, and  it  was  declared  not  a  vote. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I 
saw  only  three  gentlemen  vote  in  the  opposi- 
tion.   I  would  like  to  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  Chairman  put  the  question  again,  live 
voting  in  the  affirmative,  three  in  the  negative, 
and  it  was  declared  not  a  vote,  two  thirds  being 
necessary  in  favor.  Aid.  Carroll  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  motion  to  suspend 
the  rule  was  lost ;  yeas  7,  nays  4. 

Yeas— Aid.  Carroll,  Donovan,  Haynes,  Lee 
McLaughlin,  N.  G.  Smith,  Sullivan— 7. 

Nays— Aid.  Allen,  Bromwich,  Maguire,  C.  W 
Smith— 4. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Allen  the  order  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  moved  to  reconsider  the 
last  three  votes ;  lost, 

VETERAN    FIREMAN'S  ASSOCIATION. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  an  order— That,  in  part  pay- 
ment for  their  services,  all  city  employees,  who 
are  members  of  the  Veteran  Fireman's  Asso- 
ciation, whose  services  can  be  dispensed  with, 
be  allowed  a  holiday  on  Monday,  Sept.  12,  1887. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Sent 
down. 

BOYLSTON      STREET      AND      BACK       BAY      CITY 
BUILDINGS, 

Aid.  C.  W,  Smith  offered  the  following : 


Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Fire  Commis- 
sioners be  requested  to  report  to  this  Board,  at 
its  next  meeting,  whv  the  engine  house  on 
Boylston  street  is  not  used. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Police  be  request- 
ed to  report  to  this  Board,  at  its  next  meeting, 
why  the  police  station  house  on  Boylston  street, 
is  not  used. 

Ordered,  That  the  city  engineer  be  requested 
to  report  to  this  Board,  at  its  next  meeting, 
why  more  rapid  progress  is  not  made  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  Boylston-street  bridge,  and  if 
this  Board  can  take  any  action  which  will  ex- 
pedite the  completion  of  said  bridge. 

Severally  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
be  directed  to  put  in  condition  for  public  travel, 
Boylston  street,  as  far  as  the  Boylston-street 
bridge,  the  expense  attending  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  paving. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Paving. 

ALBION  AND  PAUL  STREETS. 

Aid.  C.  W,  Smith  offered  an  order— That  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets  be  requested  to  open 
and  put  in  proper  condition  for  public  travel 
that  portion  of  Albion  and  Paul  streets  which 
is  closed;  the  expense  attending  the  same  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  paving. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

THE  PORTUGUESE     FISHERMEN. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an  order— That  until 
otherwise  ordered  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  au- 
thorized to  allow  the  Portuguese,  who  were 
obliged  to  vacate  their  premises  on  Long  Island, 
to  use  such  portion  as  he  may  designate  of  the 
island  belonging  to  the  city,  known  as  the 
"Great  Brewster."  for  the  storage  of  their  fish- 
ing material,  at  a  rental  of  $1  per  annum. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Sent 
down. 

LAND       DAMAGES. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  orders  to  pay  as  fol- 
lows: 

To  James  W.  Tufts,  $200  for  land  taken  and 
all  damages  occasioned  by  the  widening  of 
Portland  street. 

To  Albert  R.  Jenness,  $1200  for  land  taken  and 
all  damages  occasioned  by  the  laying  out  and 
extension  of  Benedict  street,  at  Charlestown, 
from  Rutherford  avenue  to  Lawrence  street. 

Orders  severally  passed  under  a  suspension  of 
th  e  rule. 

RECONSIDERATION. 

Aid.  Sullivan  moved,  hoping  it  would  not 
prevail,  to  reconsider  all  reports  accepted  and 
orders  passed  at  this  session.    Lost. 

s.  m.  m'neil's  stable, 

Aid.  Allen  offered  an  order— That  the  per- 
mission granted  by  this  Hoard  on  the  nth  day 
of  July,  1887.  to  Mr.  S.  M.  McNeil,  to  occupy  a 
proposed  wooden  building  on  Bellevue  Terrace, 
Ward  24,  as  a  stable  for  three  horses,  be  and  the 
same  hereby  is  revoked. 

Aid.  Allen— I  suppose  it  is  proper  to  explain 
why  this  stable  permit  should  be  revoked.  A 
petition  was  offered  by  tbis  party  on  the  5th  of 
July,  and  the  usual  notices  were  put  up,  but  in 
some  manner  tbey  were  spirited  away,  and  the 
neighbors  did  not  get  proper  notice  of  the  par- 
ty's intention  to  erect  the  stable,  and  the  permit 
was  granted.  Up  to  the  present  time,  nothing 
has  been  done  about  the  erection  of  the  stable, 
and  I  believe  the  permit  has  not  been  issued.  If 
we  revoke  the  permit  the  parties  will  be  in  the 
same  position  they  were  befoi-e,  and  then  the 
neighbors  will  have  an  opportunity  to  come  in 
and  state  any  objection  they  may  have  to  the 
erection  of  the  stable. 

The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule. 

YARD  OF  POLICE  STATION  9. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  offered  an  order— That  a 
parcel  of  land  containing  307  50-100  square  feet, 
as  shown  on  a  plan  made  by  Thomas  W.  Davis, 
city  surveyor,  and  dated  Sept.  0,  1887,  being  a 
portion  of  the  lot  of  engine  house  No.  12,  be  set 
off  from  said  lot  and  annexed  to  the  lot  of 
police  station  No.  9. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Aid. 
N.  G.  Smith  moved  to  reconsider;  lost.  Sent 
down. 

Adjourned  at  7.53  P.  M.  on  motion  of  Aid. 
Bromwich,  and  stood  adjourned  for  two  weeks. 
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Proceedings   of    the   Common    Council. 


Thursday,  Sept.  8,  1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  at 
7  30  P.M.,  President  Barry  in  the  chair. 

By  direction  of  the  president  the  roll  was 
called  with  the  following  result: 

Present— Atwood,  Barry,  Blume,  Burr,  Carroll, 
Carstensen,  Chamherlain.  Cochran,  Coyle. 
Davern,  Desmond,  Dolan,  Fisher,  Foss,  Fottler, 
Fowler,  Frost,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Hag- 
gerty,  Hayes,  Keliher,  Kelley.  Ladd,  Lattimore, 
Lauten,  Leary,  Light,  Mahonev,  McNary,  F. 
Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H. 
Murphy,  Nunan,  O'Mealey,  Perkins,  Shaw, 
Short.  Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  J  H.  Sullivan. 
R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevens,  Thayer,  Tracy, 
Turtle,  Whall,  Whitmore,  Wilson— 51. 

Absent — Bowman.  Clark,  Coleman,  Connolly, 
Dewey,  Duggan,  Dunn,  J.  Gallagher,  Harring- 
ton, Kennedy,  McEnaney.  McKenna,  J.  Murphy, 
Norton,  Perry.  C.  C.  Powers,  E.  J.  Powers, 
Reilly,  Richards,  Sanger,  Webster— 21. 

REPAIR  OF  OLD  FRANKLIN   SCHOOLHOUSE. 

The  President  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Finance  be  requested  to  provide 
the  means  to  pay  for  the  expense  of  putting  the 
Old  Franklin  schoolhouse  in  proper  repair. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

SEWER    APPROPRIATION. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order— That  the 
sum  of  §50,000  be  transferred  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  sewers  from  the  appropriation  for  the 
introduction  of  meters  and  inspection ;  and  that 
the  Water  Board  be  notified  that  the  orders  of 
of  June  3, 1883,  and  Jan.  4, 1884,  establishing  said 
appropriation,  are  hereby  amended  by  the  re- 
duction of  $50,000  from  the  gross  amount. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  shall  move,  sir,  to  refer 
that  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  I  would 
merely  say  that  there  is  that  sum  of  money  that 
has  not  been  used,  and  that  has  laid  in  the 
treasury,  I  think,  for  over  two  years. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

powers  of  aldermen   proposed  to   be 
transferred. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order— That  the 
president  of  this  body  be  directed  to  petition 
the  Legislature  at  its  next  session,  in  the  name 
and  behalf  of  the  Common  Council  of  Boston, 
for  such  alterations  of  the  statutes  as  shall  trans- 
fer to  the. City  Council  all  the  powers  now  exer- 
cised by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  as  County  Com- 
missioners, surveyors  of  highways,  or  by  any 
special  acts  affecting  in  any  way  the  control  of 
the  public  highways  iu  Boston. 

Specially  assigned  to  s  P.M.  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Whitmore. 

care  of  burying  grounds. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  the  following: 
An  Ordinance 
Concerning  Burying  Grounds. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  l.  The  superintendent  of  the  Common 
and  public  grounds  shall  have  the  care  and  cus- 
tody of  all  tbe  burying  grounds  belonging  to  the 
city,  excepting  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery ;  shall  keep 
the  same  in  good  repair  and  secure  from  tres- 
passers; and  shall  prevent  any  and  all  nuis- 
ances therein. 

Sec.  2.  The  city  registrar  may  sell  and  convey 
sole  and  exclusive  rights  of  burial,  and  of  erect- 
ing tombs,  gravestones,  and  other  suitable 
monuments  in  any  lot  which  the  city  may  own 
in  any  burying  ground  within  the  city  limits, 
subject  to  all  rules  and  regulations  established 
for  such  burying  ground. 

Sec.  3.  Sections  8  and  9  of  Chapter  23  of  the 
Revised  Ordinances  of  1885  are  hereby  repealed. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

PAVING  OF  BUNKER  HILL  STREET. 

Mr.  Fisher  offered  an  order— That  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  be  requested  to  report  an 
order  providing  for  a  loan  of   $35,000  for  the 


paving  of  Bunker  Hill  street,  in  the  Charles- 
town  district,  from  Chelsea  street  to  Webster 
street. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

G.    A.   R.   ENCAMPMENT. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  offered  an  order— That  in 
part  compensation  for  their  services  all  city 
employees  who  are  members  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic  and  who  desire  to  attend  the 
National  Encampment  to  be  held  in  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  September,  1S87,  may,  with  the  consent  of 
the  head  of  their  respective  departments,  be 
granted  two  weeks'  leave  of  absence  without 
loss  of  pay  for  the  purpose  of  attending  said  en- 
campment. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Mr. 
Chamberlain  moved  to  reconsider;  lost.  Sent 
up. 

WBST-STREET  ENTRANCE  TO  THE  COMMON. 

Mr.  Blume  offered  an  order— That  the  super- 
intendent of  Common  and  public  grounds  put 
that  portion  of  the  Common  near  West-street 
entrance  in  good  order,  that  the  same  may  be 
passable  during  the  coming  autumn  and  winter. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Blume  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended, the  order  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
the  question  came  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  suggest,  sir.  that  we 
have  no  power  to  direct  that  to  be  done,  and  the 
gentleman  had  better  amend  the  order  by  put- 
ting it  in  the  form  of  a  request.  Under  the  new 
charter  we  cannot  direct  the  head  of  that  de- 
partment to  do  anything,  and  if  we  should  pass 
the  order  in  that  form  we  might  be  refused.  I 
think  it  would  be  a  great  deal  better  to  put  it 
in  the  form  of  a  request. 

Mr.  Blume— I  stand  corrected  by  the  state- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12.  The  ob- 
ject of  my  order,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  state  it, 
is,  in  brief,  this :  That  every  fall  and  winter  the 
West-street  entrance  to  Boston  Common  is 
nothing  more  or  less  than  a  mud  puddle,  lens 
of  thousands  of  people  have  to  pass  there,  and  I 
am  one  of  the  victims  compelled  to  pass  through 
that  portion  of  the  city  to  reach  my  home.  It 
is  a  crying  evil,  and  has  been  for  many  years, 
and  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  put  in  this  order  to  see 
to  it  that  that  request  is  made.  I  would  ask  the 
clerk  to  change  the  order  to  the  form  of  a  re- 
quest. I  desire  to  have  that  thing  done,  and  if 
it  can  be  done  by  a  request  I  would  like  to  have 
it  done. 

The  order  was  amended  so  as  to  read:  "That 
the  superintendent  of  Common  and  public 
grounds  be  requested  to  put  that  portion,"  etc. 

As  amended  the  order  waspassed.  Mr.  Blume 
moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

INSPECTION  OF  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Keliher  offered  an  order— That  the  city 
auditor  be  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of 
$1000  from  the  reserved  fund  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  inspection  of  buildings. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

REMOVAL    OF  WORMS  FROM  TREES. 

Mr.  Frost  offered  an  order— That  his  honor 
be  requested  to  instruct  the  superintendent  of 
Common  and  squares  to  take  such  steps  as  are 
necessary  to  remove  the  worms  from  the  trees 
on  the  Common  and  on  Tremont  street,  the  ex- 
pense thereof  to  be  paid  out  of  the  appropria- 
tion for  Common  and  squares. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Mr. 
Frost  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

LABORERS  ON   THE   PARKS. 

Mr.  Gomez  offered  an  order— That  the  Park 
Commissioners  be  requested  to  provide  that  the 
laborers  at  work  for  the  department  of  public 
parks,  and  especially  those  engaged  in  the  con- 
struction of  Franklin  park,  and  upon  others  of 
the  system,  be  employed  by  the  day  and  not  by 
the  hour,  and  that  they  be  paid  $2  a  day  the 
same  as  other  city  laborers ;  and  that  when  they 
are  ordered  to  report  for  work,  and  they  do  re- 
port, they  shall  be  entitled  to  at  least  half  a 
day's  nay. 

Specially  assigned  to  8  30  P.M.  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wilson. 

Later  in  the  session  the  crder  was  called  up  by 
Mr.  Gomez.  It  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
the  question  came  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Wilson — It  seems  to  me  tnat  this  is  an 
unwise  order  and  ought  not  to  pass.  I  suppose, 
however,  that  it  will  he  passed  by  the  Council 
tonight.    This  is  a  matter,  it  seems  to  me,  ex- 
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clusively  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Park  Com- 
missioners, hut  the  form  of  the  order  having 
been  amended  since  it  was  put  in  here  in  the 
first  place,  and  it  now  reading  that  the  Park 
Commissioners  be  requested  to  do  so,  it  only  re- 
mains for  the  members  of  the  Common  Council 
who  are  opposed  to  a  request  of  that  kind  to 
place  themselves  upon  record.  I  therefore  ask 
that  when  the  vote  be  taken  it  be  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays,  so  that  those  opposed  may  go  on 
record  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  hope  this  order  will  not  be 
oassed.  It  seems  to  me,  at  any  rate,  that  it 
ought  to  be  thoroughly  considered,  having  been 
introduced  here  tonight  without  any  prelim- 
inary consideration  on  the  part  of  any  com- 
mittee ;  and  certainly,  as  it  will  involve  some 
further  expenditure,  we  would  be  hampering 
the  Park  Commissioners  by  passing  this  order 
tonight.  We  are  not  allowing  them  to  go  into 
the  labor  market  and  purchase  their  laTbor  at 
such  a  price  as  they  are  obliged  to  pay  for  it 
according  to  the  established  market  value,  and 
are  undertaking  not  only  to  fix  a  price  that  they 
should  pay  for  labor,  but  are  also  undertaking 
to  hinder  them  further  by  saying  that  they 
shall  not  employ  a  man  by  the  hour,  but 
shall  employ  him  by  the  day.  I  say  the 
city  of  Boston  should  not  tie  the  hands 
of  the  Park  Commissioners  and  say  that 
they  shall  be  limited  to  one  particular  manner 
in  which  they  shall  employ  their  labor.  I  say 
all  such  legislation  is  against  the  interests  of 
the  city  of  Boston,  and  no  man  can  fairly  claim 
that  he  comes  here  and  works  for  the  interest  of 
the  city  of  Boston  when  he  introduces  such 
orders  as  that  and  asks  us  to  vote  in  their  favor. 
It  seems  to  me  this  kind  of  action  is  entirely 
wrong.  It  cannot  be  justified  by  any  consistent 
rule  of  action,  and  I  hope  the  order  will  not 
pass. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order,  and  the  order  was  passed ; 
yeas  36,  nays  22: 

Yeas— Barry.  Carroll,  Chamberlain,  Cochran, 
Connolly,  Coyle,  Desmond.  Dolan,  Duggan,  Fish- 
er, Foss,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez.  Haggerty, 
Hayes,  Keliher,  Kelley.  Kennedy,  Leary,  Ma- 
honey,  McEnaney,  McKenna,  McNary,  J.  J. 
Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Nunan.  O'Mealey.  Per- 
ry, E.  J.  Powers,  Short,  R.  Sullivan.  Sundberg. 
Teevens,  Tracy,  Whall,  Whitmore— 36. 

Nays  —  Atwood.  Blume,  Burr.  Carstensen, 
Clark,  Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost,  Ladd,  Lattimore, 
Lauten,  Light,  F.  Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison,  Per- 
kins, Sanger,  Shaw,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  Thayer, 
Tuttle,  Wilson— 22. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Bowman,  Coleman.  Da- 
vern,  Dewey,  Dunn,  J.  Gallagher,  Harrington; 
J.  Murphy,  Norton.  C.  C.  Powers,  Reilly,  Rich- 
ards, J.  H.  Sullivan,  Webster— 14. 

Mr.  Gomez  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

MARKETS  OPEN  ON  HOLIDAYS. 

Mr.  Gomez  offered  an  order— That  the  mar- 
kets under  the  control  of  the  city  of  Boston  be 
opened  for  business  on  all  legal  holidays  that 
occur  on  Saturdays  or  Mondays,  and  that  mar- 
ketmen,  who  so  desire,  shall  be  allowed  to  do 
business  on  such  holidays  without  the  same  af- 
fecting their  leases. 

Mr.  Whall— As  there  may  be  aquestion  of  law 
involved  in  that  order,  as  to  whether  or  not  the 
Common  Council  has  any  jurisdiction  in  the 
premises.  I  move  that  the  order  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Judiciary. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Judiciary. 

ARMORIES— OLD    FRANKLIN   SC'HOOLHOUSE. 

Mr.  Carroll  offered  an  order— That  the  city 
architect  be  authorized  to  prepare  plans  for  an 
armory,  on  the  site  of  the  Old  Franklin  school- 
house,  to  be  used  by  such  companies  of  the 
Ninth  Regiment  located  in  the  city  of  Boston, 
and  such  other  bodies  that  may  be  assigned 
thereto,  and  that  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  au- 
thorized to  sell  at  public  auction  such  lands 
now  held  by  the  Street  Commissioners  for  the 
payment  of  the  same. 

Mr.  Whall— I  sympathize  with  the  gentle- 
man's desire  to  get  an  armory,  but  I  have  an 
idea  that  the  Common  Council  has  nothing  to 
do  with  the  subject  of  armories— that  it  is  a  mat- 
ter that  belongs  properly  to  the  Board.  But  in 
order  that  we  may  investigate  and  find  out  what 
are  our  rights  in  the  premises— and  I,  for  one, 
wish  they  were  much  larger  than  they  are— I 


move  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Judiciary. 
I  do  not  do  so  to  antagonize  the  order,  because  I 
am  perfectly  friendly  to  the  gentleman's  idea, 
but  1  want  to  find  out  what  our  rights  are  in  the 
premises-. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Judiciary. 

LAW  DEPARTMENT. 

The  report  of  the  city  solicitor  for  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1SS7,  was  received  and  sent 
down. 

CHELSEA-STREET  BRIDGE  REPAIRS. 

The  following  was  received : 

Executive  Department,  \ 
Sept.  8,  18S7.  i 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  for  your 
consideration  a  communication  from  the  city 
engineer  concerning  the  fire  yesterday  at  the 
Chelsea -street  bridge. 

Respectfully, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 
Office  of  the  City  Engineer,  1 
Boston,  Sept.  8, 1887.     I 
Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Dear  Sir,— The  fire  of  yesterday  at  the  Chel- 
sea-street bridge  necessitates  extensive  repairs, 
and  as  there  seems  to  he  no  funds  available  for 
this  work,  I  would  suggest  that  the  matter  of 

fToviding  funds  be  referred  to  the  City  Council, 
t  is  not  possible  to  define,  today,  what  repairs 
are  necessary,  but  a  plan  and  estimate  will  be 
prepared  at  once. 

Yours  respectfully, 

William  Jackson, 

City  Engineer. 
The  President— If  there  is  no  objection  the 
communication  will  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  think  there  should  be  some 
order  go  with  it.    I  move  that  the  Committee  on 
■  Finance  be  instructed  to  provide  the  funds.    I 
move  that  that  order  go  to  the  Financo  Commit- 
tee with  the  communication. 

By  direction  of  the  President  Mr.  Whitinore 
reduced  his  motion  to  writing,  viz: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be 
requested  to  provide  means  for  repairing  the 
Chelsea-street  bridge,  recently  damaged  by  fire. 
The  order  was.  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
sewer    appropriation,    unexpected     bal- 
ances, paving  department  wharf. 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston,         ) 
Executive  Department,  > 

Sep.  8,  1887.  ) 

To  the  Honorable  the  City,  Council. 

Gentlemen,— I  have  several  times  called  tho 
attention  of  the  City  Council  to  the  necessity  of 
a  larger  appropriation  for  the  Sewer  Depart- 
ment, but  the  City  Council  has  failed  to  re- 
spond, although  §425,000  additional  appropria- 
tion has  since  neen  added  to  the  tax  levy.  Tho 
sewer  appropriation  proper  stood  on  the  first  of 
September : 

1887 #09,221 

188G 77,820 


#8,605 

The  actual  amount  in  the  hands  of  the  Sower 

Department,  including  unexpended  balances  of 

sewers  now  in  process  of  construction,  stands  as 

follows : 

Sept.  1.  1887 #103.513 

Sept.  1,  1880 128,205 

There  were  also  unexpended  balances  of  loan 
orders  passed,  but  not  negotiated,  amounting  to 
Si389,308  available  for  sewer  work,  so  that  the 
amount  actually  available  last  year  at  this  time 
was  $517,003,  as  against  $107,568.45  now. 

The  demand  for  sewers,  however,  and  tho 
necessity  of  keeping  old  sewers  in  repair  is  such 
that  the  $09,221  left  of  the  regular  appropriation 
will  not  be  sufficient,  and  if  any  additional 
money  is  voted  it  should  he  done  now,  as  there 
are  only  about  10  weeks  left  when  active  work 
can  be  continued  in  this  department. 

Where  can  any  additional  money  bo  obtained? 
There  are  now  in  the  city  treasury  appropria- 
tions for  different  purposes  aggregating  1862,699, 
of  which  not  more  then  $130,000  is  likely  to  bo 
called  lor  this  year.  With  so  large  an  amount 
of  balances  on  hand  it  appears  to  me  that  it 
would  be  an  easy  matter  to  make  a  transfer  to 
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the  Sewer  Department  rather  that  endanger  the 
health  of  our  citizens  hy  neglecting  work  that 
ought  to  be  done. 
The  following  are  the  balances  alluded  to : 

Cambridge  street  bridge,  AUston £45,000 

Mount  Washington  avenue  bridge 9.G80 

Engine  house,  No.  6,  site 8,250 

Warren  bridge 13.170 

Library  building,  Dartmouth  street 368,854 

Grammar  sehoolhouse,  South  Boston 90.000 

High  sehoolhouse,  Kuxtrary 90,000 

Horace  Mann  School 55,000 

Building  for  outpatients 19.000 

Commonwealth  avenue 125,000 

Talbot  avenue 25 .000 

Kneeland  place  extension 10,149 

Andrew  sehoolhouse  yard 1.800 

Widening  of  Commercial  street 1,796 

,?802,699 
The  $45,000  for  the  Cambridge  bridge,  Allston, 
cannot  be  expended  without  additional  legisla- 
tion and  is  not  likely  to  be  used  for  upwards  of 
a  year.  The  $9680  for  Mt.  Washington  avenue 
bridge  cannot  be  used  until  Congress  makes  an 
appropriation,  and  this  may  be  a  matter  of 
years.  The  SS250  is  the  balance  left  from  pur- 
chase of  site  for  engine  house  No.  6,  and  can  be 
transferred.  The  Warren  bridge  balance  of 
§13,170  has  been  on  hand  some  years,  and  it  is 
doubtful  when  it  will  be  called  for.  The  balance 
of  $368,854  for  Public  Library  is  not  likely  to  be 
used  for  a  year  at  least,  and  $50,000  to  $100,000  of 
this  sum  could  be  appropriated  to  the  Sewer  De- 
partment when  necessity  demanded  it,  as  such 
a  transfer  would  not  in  the  least  delay  the  work 
on  the  library.  Of  the  items  of  $90,000  for 
grammar  sehoolhouse,  South  Boston;  $90,000 
for  high  sehoolhouse,  Roxbury;  $55,000  for 
Horace  Mann  school,  and  $19,000  for  out- 
patients, City  Hospital,  making  a  total  of 
$254.000 — in  conversation  with  the  city  architect 
today  he  said  that  onlv  $28,000  could  be  used 
this  year.  He  is  now  at  work  on  the  plans  of  the 
Roxbury  High  School.  He  is  waiting  instruc- 
tions from  the  School  Committee  before  he  can 
commence  on  the  plans  of  the  South  Boston 
sehoolhouse.  The  building  for  outpatients, 
City  Hospital,  cannot  be  commenced  this  year, 
as  it  would  not  do  to  uncover  the  old  building 
until  the  work  can  be  rushed  to  completion. 
The  appropriations  of  $125,000  for  Common- 
wealth avenue  and  $25,000  for  Talbot  avenue  are 
not  likely  to  be  used  this  year,  and  there  are 
several  other  balances  on  hand  that  could  be 
transferred  if  necessary.  Now,  with  $S62,699  on 
hand  from  which  transfers  could  be  made,  there 
is  no  reason  why  the  Sewer  Department  should 
suffer,  and  the  enterprising  men  who  are  now 
building  up  the  city  should  be  deprived  of  neces- 
sary sewerage. 

There  was  $50,000  appropriated  for  a  wharf  for 
the  Paving  Department  some  months  ago.  Un- 
der that  order  Atkins'  wharf  has  been  bought 
for  $24,000,  but  there  has  been  some  delay  on  ac- 
count of  imperfect  title.  This  is  likely  to  be 
completed  and  perfected  in  a  few  days.  It  will 
take  about  $15,000  to  repair  the  wharf,  erect  a 
blacksmith  shop  and  other  buildings  necessary 
to  carry  on  the  work.  This  will  leave  a  balance 
of  that  aDDropriation  of  about  $11,000.  If  a  per- 
fect title  for  this  wharf  is  not  obtained,  an  ad- 
joining wharf  can  be  purchased  on  reasonable 
terms  within  the  appropriation.  When  this 
purchase  is  made  a  rental  of  $1200  per  year  can 
be  saved  by  the  removal  of  the  tireboat  to  that 
locality,  as  there  is  ample  wharfage  for  her,  and 
the  location  is  as  desirable  as  the  present  one. 
This  saving  alone  will  almost  pay  4  per  cent  in- 
terest on  the  amount  invested. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitrnore  the  reading  of 
the  entire  communication  was  dispensed  with 
(he  saying  it  was  evidently  a  matter  largely  of 
detail  which  cannot  be  understood  simply  by 
hearing  it  read)  and  it  was  ordered  printed  and 
assigned  to  the  next  meeting  at  8  o'clock. 

PETITION. 

Mr.  Frost  presented  the  petition  of  Mary  A. 
Prindle,  that  the  restrictions  and  conditions  in  a 
certain  deed  by  the  city  to  J.  L,.  Sourel,  of  prem- 
ises 764  Tremont  street,  may  he  annulled. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall  the  first  16  papers  on 
the  programme  were  acted  on  together,  viz. : 


1.  City  treasurer's  monthly  statement.  (City 
Doc.  131.) 

2.  Auditor's  monthly  exhibit.    (City  Doc.   132.) 

3.  Quarterly  report  of  water  registrar  to  Au- 
gust 1. 

4.  Quarterly  report  of  superintendent  of  Fan- 
euil-hall  Market  to  Aug.  1. 

5.  Quarterly  report  of  directors  East  Boston 
ferries  to  Aug.  1. 

6.  Quarterly  report  of  city  clerk  to  Aug.  1. 

7.  Quarterlv  report  of  sealer  of  weights  and 
measures  to  Aug.  1. 

8.  Quarterly  report  of  overseers  of  poor  to 
Aug.  1. 

9.  Quarterly  report  of  inspectors  of  vessels  and 
ballast  to  Aug.  1. 

10.  Annual  report  of  commissioners  of  sink- 
ing funds.    (City  Doc.  134.) 

11.  Annual  report  of  trustees  of  City  Hospital. 
(City  Doc.  97.) 

12.  Report  of  fires  and  alarms  for  July. 

13.  Auditor's  monthly  exhibit.  (City  Doc. 
139.) 

14.  City  treasurer's  monthly  statement.  (City 
Doc.  140.) 

15.  Quarterly  report  of  Boston  Water  Board  to 
Sept.  l. 

16.  Report  of  fires  and  alarms  for  August. 
Severally  placed  on  file. 

17.  Order  for  the  taking  of  certain  parcels  of 
land  for  purpose  of  altering  the  course  of,  and 
constructing  a  new  channel  for,  Stony  brook,  in 
accordance  with  Chapter  428  of  the  Acts  of 
1887. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  would  like  to  know  where 
that  order  comes  from— whether  it  comes  from 
a  committee  or  has  the  endorsement  of  any 
body  of  persons  to  show  that  it  is  in  proper 
form. 

The  Clerk— It  comes  from  the  Committee  on 
Sewers,  and  was  drawn  up  by  the  Law  Depart- 
ment. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed 
in  concurrence.  Mr.  Frost  moved  to  reconsider ; 
lost. 

18.  Order  for  transfer  of  $3000  from  the  reserve 
fund  to  the  appropriation  for  contingent  fund, 
joint  committees. 

Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  suspend  the  rule,  so 
that  the  order  might  be  put  upon  its  passage  at 
this  meeting. 

Mr.  Wilson — I  dare  say  this  order  is  in  proper 
form,  bur  I  should  like  to  know  where  it  comes 
from— whether  it  emanates  from  any  commit- 
tee? 

Mr.  Whall— I  probably  can  inform  the  gen- 
man.  Some  time  during  the  vacation,  when  it 
was  found  practically  impossible  to  get  the  Fi- 
nance Committee  together,  a  communication 
was  sent  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  stating  the 
condition  of  the  contingent  fund,  joint  commit- 
tees, and  asking  that  that  appropriation  be  al- 
lowed $3000  more.  Acting  upon  that,  and  upon 
the  suggestion  of  the  aldermanic  members  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  the  order  was 
passed.  The  gentleman  can  see  hy  refer- 
ring to  the  roll-call  that  every  alderman 
present  voted  for  it,  and  that  the  only 
absentees  were  Aid,  Capen  and  Bromwich, 
whom  an  expanse  of  nearly  three  thousand 
miles  of  water  prevented  from  recording  their 
votes  on  that  occasion.  Since  that  time,  in 
order  that  the  gentleman  may  know  how  the 
Finance  Committee  stand,  I. would  say  that  the 
matter  has  been  informally  before  them  and 
has  been  approved,  the  only  member,  I  believe, 
of  the  Finance  Committee  who  has  not  been 
spoken  to  on  the  subject  or  been  seen  being  Mr. 
Morton  of  Ward  21. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence,  yeas  54, 
nays  4,  Messrs.  Ladd,  Perkins,  Thayer  and  Wil- 
son voting  nay.  Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider ; 
lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chamberlain  it  was  voted  to 
take  up  19  and  21  together,  viz : 

19.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  and  or- 
der for  a  transfer  of  $4600  from  the  reserved 
fund  to  the  appropriation  for  the  City  Collec- 
tor's Department. 

fj21.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  and  or- 
der for  a  transfer  of  said  $500  from  the  reserved 
fund  to  the  appropriation  for  primary  school- 
house,  Harrison  avenue. 

The  report  in  No.  19  was  accepted  and  the  or- 
der ordered  to  a  second  reading. 


770 


COMMON     COUNCIL. 


The  question  then  came  on  accepting  the  re- 
port in  No.  21. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  to  inquire  if  this  is  a 
unanimous  report  of  the  committee? 
The  Clerk— Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  some  explanation 
from  the  committee  in  reference  to  the  merits 
of  the  claim. 

The  Clerk— This  report  is  signed  by  Patrick 
J.  Donovan,  chairman,  and  has  no  minority  re- 
port accompanying  it. 

The  report  was  accepted  in  concurrence,  the 
order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading,  and  Mr. 
Whall  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule  in  order 
that  Nos.  19  and  21  might  be  acted  on  together. 
Mr.   Ladd — Before   the   rule   is  suspended,  I 
would  like  some  information  as  to  the  merits  of 
No.  20. 
The  President— We  have  passed  over  No.  20. 
Mr.  Wilson— Before  the  rule  is  suspended,  I 
would  like  to  know  the  reason  for  this  order  for 
a  transfer  of  $500  from  the  reserved  fund,  to  the 
appropriation  for  primary  schoolhouse,  Harri- 
son avenue. 

Mr.  Whall— I  don't  see  exactly  how  the  in- 
quiries of  the  two  gentlemen  in  the  fourth 
division  are  pertinent  to  the  question.  The 
question  is  whether  we  shall  transfer  any  money 
from  the  reserved  fund  to  the  primary  school- 
house,  Harrison  avenue.  Upon  that  question  I 
know  something.  The  appropriation  for  pri- 
mary school,  Harrison  avenue,  hasn't  a  cent  in 
it,  and  if  any  calls  are  made  upon  them  we 
will  have  to  make  a  transfer  some  time.  That 
answers  the  gentleman's  question,  somewhat. 
But  as  regards  No.  20,  which  will  come  up 
later,  and  which  is  the  really  essential  or- 
der, as  it  is  the  order  to  pay  the  money, 
out  of  the  treasury,  I,  on  behalf  of  the  Finance 
Committee,  if  there  is  nobody  else  to  explain 
intelligently,  will  be  willing  that  that  order  re- 
main over  until  the  information  can  be  fur- 
nished. I  must  say  myself  that  1  have  not  the 
information,  because  I  don't  remember  being 
present  at  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  when  this  subject  was  considered.  But 
that  will  obviate  any  objections  which  either 
gentleman  may  have  against  paying  this  money. 
This  order  is  simply  to  transfer  from  one  appro- 
priation to  another,  and  does  not  make  the 
payment  practically  easier,  because  if  it  were 
sought  to  bulldoze  or  throw  dust  in  the  eyes  of 
the  Council,  this  could  be  charged  directly  to 
the  reserved  fund.  I  am  frank  to  say  that  I 
don't  know  practically  about  the  merits  of  the 
case,  and  if  there  is  any  doubt  about  it  I  don't 
see  why  Nos.  20  and  21  cannot  go  over  to  the 
next  meeting, 

Mr.  McNary— I  may  be  able  to  throw  some 
light  on  Nos.  20  and  21,— Darticulaily  No  21. 
Although  I  am  not  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  I  would  say  that  the  reason  this 
transfer  is  asked  for  at  the  present  time  is  that 
the  entire  amount  appropriated  for  the  primary 
schoolhouse,  Harrison  avenue,  has  been  used 
up,  and  a  certain  contractor,  named  Frank 
Jones,  who  had  been  employed  under  City 
Architect  Vinal  to  do  the  work,  was  delayed  by 
Mr.  Vinal  owing  to  faulty  construction  of  the 
building  and  the  faulty  design.  Mr.  Jones 
was  put  to  severe  loss  on  account  of  Mr. 
Vinal's  neglect  and  mismanagement.  This 
claim  of  Mr.  Jones  has  been  before  the 
city  for  fully  a  year  and  one  half,  if  not 
for  two  years,  during  which  time  he  has  been 
trying  to  get  the  city  to  reimburse  him.  Mr. 
Vinal  has  fought  the  claim  before  the  Commit- 
tee on  Claims,  making  statements  before  that 
committee  which  were  not  calculated  to  favor 
the  claim.  But  the  committee  has  finally  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  Mr.  Vinal's  mismanage- 
ment was  responsible  for  this  gentleman's  loss, 
and  that  he  ought  to  be  reimbursed.  When  No. 
20  comes  up  I  shall  speak  further  on  the  matter. 
This  is  a  just  claim,  as  far  as  that  goes,  but  tlio 
circumstances  reflect  pretty  severely  on  the 
Architect's  Department. 

Mr.  Ladd— It  seems  to  me  that  Nos.  20  and  21 
ought  to  go  over  to  the  next  meeting,  because 
No.  21  is  entireiy  unnecessary  unless  we  decided 
to  pass  No.  20.  I  don't  know  whether  it  is  wise 
to  pay  this  claim  or  not.  It  may  be  wise ;  as  to 
that  I  have  no  information  at  present.  Perhaps 
when  I  receive  such  information  I  may  think  it 
wise,  perhaps  I  may  think  it  unwise,  but  I  think 
we  should  have  information  given  to  us  in  re- 
gard to  the  matter  before  wo  are  called  upon  to 
vote  for  either  order.    If  this  is  right  and  just  I 


shall  vote  for  it.  I  think  these  orders  are  tied 
together,  and  really  come  in  proper  order  upon 
the  calendar.  First,  the  claim  should  be  con- 
sidered, in  itself,,  if  proper  it  should  be  al- 
lowed, and  we  should  then  pass  the  order  for 
the  payment  of  the  amount,  if  the  sum  men- 
tioned is  the  proper  sum  to  be  paid.  To  take 
them  up  in  the  present  order,  as  contemplated  at 
the  present  time,  it  seems  to  me  is  entirely  out 
of  order,  and  I  hope  both  orders  will  go  over  to 
the  next  meeting. 

The  President— The  chairman  would  direct 
the  clerk  to  take  up  No.  19,  so  that  the  other 
two  orders  can  be  acted  on  separately. 

Mr.  Whall— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order  that  the 
Council  having  voted  to  take  both  19  and  21  up 
together,  it  is  not  within  the  province  of  the 
Chair  to  have  them  taken  up  separately. 

The  President — f  he  Chair  makes  the  sugges- 
tion for  this  reason,  that  it  is  evident  that  some 
members  desire  to  debate  Nos.  20  and  21  at  some 
length,  and  believing  such  to  be  the  case  the 
Chair  thinks  it  best  that  No.  19  should  be  acted 
on  at  the  present  time,  and  that  Nos.  20  and  21 
should  be  taken  up  later. 

Mr.  McNary— I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote 
whereby  we  voted  to  act  on  Nos.  19  and  21  to- 
gether. 

Mr.  Whall— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  the 
gentleman  cannot  make  that  motion  pending 
the  motion  before  the  House  to  suspend  the 
rule. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  rule  the 
point  of  order  well  taken. 

Mr.  Whall— With  unanimous  consent  I  will 
withdraw  the  motion,  so  that  Mr.  McNary 's  mo- 
tion can  be  made.  I  now  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion to  suspend  the  rule. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  am  sorry  to  raise  the  point 
of  order  that  this  is  not  the  time  for  reconsider- 
ation. I  move,  on  the  contrary,  to  rescind  the 
vote  by  which  the  two  numbers  were  ordered 
to  be  taken  up  together. 

The  motion  to  rescind  was  carried. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended on  No.  19,  and  the  order  was  read  a 
second  time  and  passed  in  concurrence;  yeas 
57,  nays  0.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider ; 
lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall  Nos.  20  and  21  were 
specially  assigned  to  the  .next  meeting  at  S.30 
o'clock.    No.  20  was : 

20.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  and  order 
to  pay  Frank  Jones  &  Son  the  further  sum  of 
$500,  in  full  settlement  for  extra  work  and  ex- 
pense on  account  of  their  contract  for  mason 
work  on  Primary  schoolhouse,  Harrison  avenue. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Whitmore  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended, and  Nos.  38,  39  and  40  were  taken  up  out 
of  order,  viz : 

38.  Mayor's  message  relative  to  a  volume  of 
old  court  records  presented  to  the  city  by  David 
Pulsifer. 

39.  Resolve  of  thanks  to  David  Pulsifer  for  his 
valuable  gift  of  said  volume  of  records. 

40.  Order  requesting  the  mayor  to  doliver  to 
the  clerk  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  said 
volume  of  records. 

The  message  was  placed  on  file,  and  the  re- 
solve and  order  were"  passed  in  concurrence. 

22.  Report  of  Committee  on  Bridges,  that  the 
order  for  the  superintendent  of  bridges  to  pro- 
cure a  horse  to  work  the  draw  of  Chelsea  bridge 
(south)  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  read  a  second  time  and  tho 
order  was  read  twice  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Ladd— 1  would  like  to  inquire  from  the 
committee  the  circumstances  necessitating  this 
order? 

The  Clerk— It  comes  from  the  Committee  on 
Bridges,  was  presented  in  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men July  25.  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Bridges,  and  they  report  that  the  order  ought  to 
pass. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  some  information 
from  some  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Bridges  as  to  this  matter. 

Mr.  Carstensen— I  would  say  that  this  is  ono 
of  the  hardest  parts  of  a  bridge  to  work  any- 
where around  the  city  of  Boston.  On  the  other 
part  of  the  bridge  they  already  have  a  horse. 
This  part  of  the  bridge  is  fully  as  hard  to  work 
as  the  other  part,  and  so  tho  committee  thought 
it  was  nothing  more  than  proper  that  they 
should  have  a  horse  there. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  ask  the  gentleman  boforo 
he  takes  his  seat,  what  has  been  tho  method  of 
managing  this  draw  in  tho  past? 
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Mr.  Carstensen— Two  men  have  managed  it 
by  hand. 

Mr.  Ladd— And  what  would  be  the  probable 
expense  of  providing  a  horse  there,  over  the 
past  expense  of  managing  the  draw.  Has  the 
committee  learned? 

Mr.  Carstensen— It  would  probably  cost 
somewhere  in  the  neighborhood  of  $150  a  year 
more. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence.  Mr. 
Carstensen  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

23.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  that  the 
order  for  the  city  auditor  to  report  any  balances 
of  unexpended  appropriations  that  can  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  reserved  fund  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 
Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

THE  NEXT  MEETING. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  Mr.  Whall 
offered  an  order — That  when  this  Council  ad- 
journs it  be  to  meet  on  Thursday,  Sept.  22,  1887. 
at  7.30  o'clock  P.  M. 

Passed.    Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN— RE- 
SUMED. 

24.  Order  for  the  making  of  an  alteration  of 
the  crossing  and  approaches  to  the  crossing  of 
Cambridge  street  and  the  Boston  &  Albany  rail- 
road (Brighton  District)  in  accordance  with  an 
order  of  the  Railroad  Commissioners. 

Passed  in  concurrence.  Mr.  Whall  moved  to 
reconsider;  lost. 

25.  Order  for  the  mayor  to  petition  the  Legis- 
lature for  authority  to  make  the  above  alter- 
ation. 

Passed  in  concurrence.  Mr.  Chamberlain 
moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

26.  Order  for  the  printing  for  public  distribu- 
tion of  1000  copies  of  the  building  laws. 

Passed  in  concurrence  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider ; 
lost. 

27.  Order  to  allow  the  city  engineer  to  act  as 
engineer  for  the  Commissioners  on  Harvard 
Bridge,  and  to  receive  such  compensation  as 
said  commissioners  may  deem  advisable. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  would  like  to  ask  where  this 
order  comes  from,  if  anyone  has  the  informa- 
tion. 

The  Clerk— It  was  passed  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  and  has  no  other  endorsement  upon  it 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson  the  order  was 
specially  assigned  to  8.45  P,M. 

Later  in  the  session  the  order  was  called  up 
by  Mr.  Whall,  and  it  was  passed  in  concurrence. 
Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  it  was  voted 
that  Nos.  28  and  29  be  acted  on  together,  viz. : 

28.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  no  fur- 
ther auction  necessary  on  the  request  of  the 
trustees  of  Mc.  Hope  Cemetery  for  an  appropria- 
tion of  $8000  to  purchase  a  gravel  bank  on  Berry 
street. 

29.  Report  of  Committee  on  Laying  Out  and 
Widening  Streets,  no  action  necessary  on  the 
decision  of  the  Railroad  Commissioners  relative 
to  the  Cambridge-street  bridge,  Allston. 

The  reports  were  accepted  in  concurrence. 

30.  Report  of  same  committee,  recommending 
reference  to  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  of 
the  petition  of  Maurice  Fitzgerald  and  others 
for  the  extension  of  Willard  street  to  Lowell 
street. 

Report  accepted  and  said  reference  ordered  in 
concurrence. 

31.  Order  to  allow  the  Portuguese  who  were 
obliged  to  vacate  their  premises  on  Long  island 
to  use  a  portion  of  the  island  known  as  the 
"Great  Brewster,"  for  the  storage  of  their  fish- 
ing material,  at  a  rental  of  $1  per  annum. 

Passed  in  concurrence  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule,  moved  by  Mr.  Whitmore.  A  reconsid- 
eration, moved  by  Mr.  Frost,  was  refused. 

32.  Order  to  a  How  leave  of  absence  for  a  period 
of  four  weeks,  without  loss  of  pay,  to  the  clerk 
of  committees. 

Passed  in  concurrence  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider; 
lost. 

33.  Order  authorizing  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing to  include  in  the  reprint  of  the  volume  of 
statutes  relating  to  the  city,  all  legislation 
passed  in  1887,  and  all  additions  from  the  statutes 
which  they  deem  desirable,  and  authorizing  an 
expenditure  of  not  exceeding  $400  for  clerk-hire 
and  indexing. 

Passed  in  concurrence  under  a  suspension  of 


the  rule.    Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider ; 
lost. 

34.  Order  for  the  appointment  of  a  special 
committee  !to  consider  the  expediency  of  the 
Water  Board  having  care  and  charge  of  the 
hydrants  in  the  streets  during  the  winter 
months. 

Passed  in  concurrence.  Mr.  Frost  moved  to 
reconsider;  lost. 

35.  Order  to  set  off  a  parcel  of  land  belonging 
to  the  lot  of  Engine  House  12  from  said  lot  and 
annex  it  to  the  lot  of  Police  Station  9. 

Mr.  Wilson— May  I  ask  again  where  this  or- 
der comes  from— whether  it  comes  from  any 
committee? 

The  President— No,  sir ;  there  is  no  indorse- 
ment to  show  it. 

Mr.  Wilson— If  there  is  no  one  present  to  give 
any  explanation  or  reason  for  the  transfer,  I 
think  it  should  be  referred  to  some  commit- 
tee. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  state  that  the  matter 
comes  to  us  from  the  Board  of  Police,  and  I  have 
the  assurance  of  Commissioner  Lee  that  it  is  en- 
tirely a  matter  of  agreement  between  the  two 
departments— fire  and  police.  Under  the  cir- 
cumstances, it  seems  to  me  hardly  necessary  to 
delay  it  two  weeks  longer  by  sending  it  to  a 
committee.  The  two  departments  have  arrived 
at  a  satisfactory  understanding,  and  there  has 
been  a  communication  in  regard  to  it.  I  think 
that  the  Council  can  act  without  any  apprehen- 
sion, if  the  members  will  take  my  word  for  it 
that  such  was  the  statement  of  Commissioner 
Lee.  We  can  certainly  rely  on  the  fact  that  the 
two  departments  are  in  accord  on  the  matter, 
and  that  it  is  for  their  future  advantage  that  it 
should  be  attended  to.  I  think  we  should  take 
action  tonight,  instead  of  putting  it  off  for  two 
weeks. 

Mr.  Gomez— I  would  like  to  know  if  anyone 
has  the  information  as  to  what  the  Police  De- 
partment wishes  to  do  with  this  land.  They 
must  have  a  purpose  in  wanting  it,  and  I  think 
it  is  no  more  than  right  that  this  Council,  be- 
fore it  takes  land  from  one  department  and 
appropriates  it  to  the  use  of  another  depart- 
ment, should  know  what  that  purpose  is.  I 
move,  if  no  one  can  furnish  us  with  that  infor- 
mation now,  that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Police. 

Mr.  Whall— Since  this  land  is  going  to  be 
taken  from  the  Fire  Department  and  given  as  a 
present  to  the  Police  Department,  I  think  it 
proper  that  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department 
should  see  whether  or  not  there  is  reason  for 
the  transfer.  Therefore  I  move  to  amend  by 
substituting  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department 
for  the  Committee  on  Police. 

Mr.  Gomez  accepted  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Whitmore— If  the  proceedings  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  have  been  properly  reported 
and  properly  placed  on  our  files,  we  shall  be 
able  to  learn,  no  doubt,  what  has  been  done  in 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  by  looking  at  the  files.  I 
cannot  find  my  file,  but  I  know  there  was  a 
communication  from  the  Police  Commissioners, 
that  communication  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Fire  Department,  as  I  understand  it, 
and  they  had,  or  were  to  have,  a  meeting  today. 
However,  as  I  said  before,  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men passed  the  order.  If  the  Committee  on  Fire 
Department  held  a  meeting  today,  it  seems  to 
me  some  member  of  that  committee  ought  to  be 
present  here  to  explain  what  was  done. 

Mr.  Gomez — I  am  not  particular  about  this 
matter,  but  I  simply  think,  as  a  matter  of 
courtesy,  that  the  Police  Department  or  any 
other  department  should  give  information  to 
this  Council  as  to  what  they  propose  to  do  with 
land  when  they  ask  for  it.  I  think  a  reference 
to  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department  would  be 
the  proper  disposition  to  make,  to  find  out  in 
regard  to  this  matter. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Fire  Department.  Mr.  Whall  moved  to  recon- 
sider; lost. 

36.  Order  to  allow  a  holiday,  without  loss  of 
pay,  on  Sept.  12,  to  city  employees  who  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Veteran  Fireman's  Association. 

Passed  in  concurrence.  Mr.  Whall  moved  to 
reconsider;  lost. 

37.  Order  for  the  city  auditor  to  place  to  the 
credit  of  the  appropriation  for  interest,  all 
amounts  received  by  the  city  treasurer  for  in- 
terest accrued  on  loans  sold. 

Passed  in  concurrence  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule ;  yeas  52,  nays  0.  Mr.  Whall  moved  to 
reconsider;  lost. 
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41.  Report  of  the  Special  Committee  on  the 
charges  made  against  Councilman  Lauten. 

The  majority  report  was  read  and  the  question 
came  on  its  acceptance  in  concurrence. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  ask  if  there  is  a  minority 
report? 

The  Clerk—  There  is  a  minority  report  signed 
by  John  H.  Lee. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  ask  to  have  it  read. 

The  clerk  proceeded  to  read  the  minority  re- 
port. 

Mr.  Whitmoke— As  this  report  can  be  found  in 
print  on  page  715,  I  move  that  the  further  read- 
ing be  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  hope  that  motion  will  not  be  in- 
sisted upon. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  make  that  motion  and  insist 
upon  it  because  I  think  that  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  report  is  a  waste  of  time.  I  pre- 
sume the  member  received  the  copy  of  the  pro- 
ceedings at  the  time  the  report  was  printed,  as 
did  every  other  member,  and  that  he  read  it  at 
the  time.  I  object  to  taking  up  time  by  reading 
the  minority  report,  which  was  not  accepted, 
and  made  no  recommendation  different  from 
that  of  the  majority. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  hope  the  reading  will  not  be  dis- 
pensed with.  I  assure  the  gentleman  I  have 
not  read  the  minority  report.  I  have  been  out 
of  the  country  and  have  but  recently  returned. 
1  do  not  know  what  the  minority  report  con- 
tains. I  think  I  ought,  in  courtesy,  to  know 
what  that  minority  report  contains  before  I  am 
asked  to  vote  upon  this  question.  I  believe  the 
clerk  had  nearly  finished  the  reading  when  the 
gentleman  interrupted  him. 

Mr.  Whitmore— If  the  gentleman  had  at- 
tended to  his  duty,  instead  of  going  out  of  the 
country,  he  would  have  read  the  minority 
report,  and  been  the  better  for  it.  But  the  point 
is  that  the  minority  report  does  not  amount  to 
anything.  If  the  gentleman  had  read  it  he 
wouldn't  be  any  better  qualified  to  act,  because 
it  makes  no  suggestion  for  our  action  different 
from  that  of  the  majority.  It  is  merely  the  dis- 
senting report  of  one  member.  Aid.  Lee,  and 
makes  no  recommendation  whatever.  I  say 
again,  that  even  if  the  minority  report  could 
come  before  us,  I  don't  think  we  should  enter- 
tain it  unless  it  winds  up  with  some  conclusion 
different  from  that  of  the  majority.  If  the 
minority  report  recommended  any  action  dif- 
ferent from  that  recommended  by  the  majority, 
I  might  think  otherwise.  But  it  is  merely  the 
dissenting  report  of  one  individual  member, 
who  makes  no  recommendations  whatever. 
Therefore  I  don't  think  we  should  waste  time 
by  reading  it. 

Mr.  Whall- I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  minority  report  is  not  properly  before  us. 
No  affirmative  action  was  taken  on  it  in  the 
other  branch,  and  we  have  here  only  one  paper, 
which  was  acted  on  and  sent  to  us  for  concur- 
rence, which  is  the  majority  report. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken.  The  question  is  on  accepting  the  ma- 
jority report. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  am  very  sorry  to  have  to  per- 
form the  painful  duty,  if  I  am  debarred  from 
the  information  I  called  for,  of  voting  against 
accepting  this  report. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  think  the  point  raised  bv  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  7  is  clearly  not  well 
taken. 

Mr.  Whall— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that 
the  gentleman  is  not  debating  the  subject  under 
discussion,  as  the  Chair  has  already  decided  the 
point  of  order  well  taken. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  would  say  that  it  was  only  de- 
sired that  the  minority  report  be  read  for  in- 
formation, and  not  that  it  should  be  entered  on 
the  record.  If  it  were  read  the  gentleman  would 
get  all  the  information  desired. 

The  majority  report  was  accepted  in  concur- 
rence.   Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

42.  Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Buildings, 
and  order  authorizing  the  mayor  to  lease  the 
Smith  schoolbouse  to  Robert  A.  Bell  Post  134, 
G.  A.  R.,  tor  five  years,  al  a  rent  of  $1  per  an- 
num, on  the  terms  and  conditions  set  forth  in 
the  order. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 
Mr.  Lattimore  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

43.  Report  of  Committee  on  East  Boston  Fer- 
ries, and  order  authorizing  the  sale  of  the  aban- 
doned ferryboat,  Lincoln. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 
Mr.  F.  R.  Morrison  moved  to  reconsider :  lost. 

44.  Report  of  Committee  on  Laying  Out  and 


Widening  Streets,  that  the  order  requesting  the 
Street  Commissioners  to  consider  the  expedien- 
cy of  widening  East  Eighth  street,  between 
Mercer  and  Gates  streets,  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 
Mr.  McNary  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

45.  Report  of  the  same  committee,  that  the 
order  requesting  said  commissioners  to  accept 
and  lay  out,  as  a  public  way,  Willow  court,  from 
Boston  street  to  Dorchester  avenue,  ought  to 
pass. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 

46.  Report  of  same  committee,  that  the  order 
requesting  said  commissioners  to  lay  out,  as  a 
public  way,  Rockiugham  place,  Roxbury,  ought 
to  pass. 

Report  accepted  in  concurrence. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  McMary  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended and  the  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

47.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Police,  rec- 
ommending the  passage  of  an  ordinance  re- 
ferred to  them,  to  amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Re- 
vised Ordinances  of  1885,  which  comes  down 
passed  for  concurrence,  as  amended  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  establishing  police  salaries 
as  follows: 

Superintendent  of  police,  $3500  in  place  of 
$3000 ;  deputy  superintendent  of  police,  $'2700  in 
place  of  $2300;  clerk  to  superintendent  of  po- 
lice, $1800  in  place  of  $1500;  property  clerk, 
$18iio  in  place  of  $1500;  assistant  inspectors, 
$1200  per  annum  each,  in  place  of  $3  per  day 
each. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  ordinance  as 
amended  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  suspend  the  rule,  so  that 
the  ordinance  might  be  acted  upon  at  the  pres- 
ent time. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  do  not  know  as  it  is  necessary  for 
n  e  to  repeat  the  objections,  which  I  have  so 
many  times  made  here,  in  regard  to  increases 
of  salaries,  which  were  certainly  sufficiently 
large  before  in  every  instance.  I  do  not  know 
as  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  repeat  those  argu- 
ments; the  gentlemen  here  are  all  familiar  with 
them ;  they  are  the  same  in  each  case.  The  fact 
is,  the  city  of  Boston  is  not  able  to  increase  these 
salaries.  There  is  no  just  and  adequate  cause 
for  increasing  these  salaries.  It  is  simply  a  lav- 
ish extravagance  and  wasteful  expenditure  of 
public  money,  and  condemns  any  legislative 
body  that  undertakes  to  pass  such  legislation. 
None  of  it,  that  has  been  passed  during  my  pres- 
ence in  this  Council,  has  been  called  for.  "It  is  a 
more  wasteful  extravagance  than  I  ever  sup- 

fosed  any  legislative  body  would  be  capable  of. 
t  disgusts  and  annoys  me  every  time  I  see  it 
attempted.  I  must  of  course  be  content  to  re- 
cord myself  as  voting  against  it.  But  there  are 
things  here  that  1  do  not  understand.  Now  if 
any  gentleman,  who  proposes  to  vote  for  these 
increases,  can  tell  me  why  they  are  necessary 
in  any  particular,  I  should  certainly  like  to  havo 
•the  information. 

Mr.  Whall— I  promise  to  detain  the  Council 
only  a  few  moments,  and  I  will  keep  my  prom- 
ise, therefore  in  that  particular  differing  with 
the  gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat.  He 
started  out  by  telling  us  be  would  not  indulge 
in  his  characteristic  tirade  against  Democratic 
extravagance,  and  yet  we  had  the  same  old 
colossal  chestnut.  I  do  not  doubt  if  we  could 
have  put  our  ears  to  the  waves  as  they  lapped 
the  shores  of  the  Atlantic  for  the  last  two 
months,  we  should  have  heard  from  the  waters 
the  refrain  "I  protest  against  extravagance."  I 
do  not  doubt  that  in  his  dreams  on  the  other 
side  he  was  haunted  by  the  nightmare  of  Dem- 
ocratic extravagance,  but  whether  ho  was  or 
not  in  his  later  momontslhe  repeats  the  poem 
of  the  days  gone  by.  This  matter  has  been 
in  the  hands  of  the  Police  Committee  for  the 
past  six  months.  These  are  the  only  officials 
connected  with  the  Police  Department  who 
have  not  had  their  pay  increased.  These  are 
the  officials  concerning  whom,  in  conversation 
with  the  Police  Commissioners,  I  was  informed 
that  each  and  every  one  of  them  deserved  the 
increase.  Now  when  this  first  police  increase 
of  salary  was  first  agitated,  I  made  it  my  busi- 
ness to  ascertain  from  the  Police  Commission- 
ers what  their  attitude  was,  in  order  that  the 
members  of  the  city  government  might  not  lie 
put  in  the  ridiculous  position  of  voting  certain 
salaries  to  certain  officials  in  the  city  of  Boston, 
and  then  having  their  OWB  deliberate  act  vetoed 
by  a  body  not  of  their  own  creation,  and,  1  might 
say,  not  under  their  jurisdiction.  The  Police 
Commissioners  were   thou  kind  enough  to  ox- 
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plain  to  me  the  reason  why  these  several 
officers'  salaries  should  be  increased.  The  first 
one  was  the  natural  one  that  suggests  itself  to 
every  gentleman  here.  If  the  salaries  of  other 
members  of  the  department  have  been  in- 
creased, the  salaries  of  these  men  should  be 
increased,  or  you  must  come  to  one  of  two  con- 
clusions: either  the  other  men  had  been  in- 
creased without  reason,  or  these  men  are  being 
paid  enough.  The  City  Council  of  Boston  by  its 
deliberate  act  has  said  already  that  there  was 
reason  for  an  increase  in  the  salaries  of  the 
other  persons,  and  my  respect  for  the  judg- 
ment of  the  City  Council  of  Boston  is  so 
great  that  I  bow  to  the  decision  it  then 
made  when  it  amended  the  ordinance, 
giving  an  increase  to  patrolmen,  sergeants, 
lieutenants  and  captains.  Now,  1  hen,  do  these 
men  get  pay  enough?  That  is  a  question  'hat 
we  outsiders— laymen,  I  might  say,  as  we  are- 
are  hardly  judges  of,  and  to  get  the  exact  idea 
we  must  go  to  what  my  friend  would  call,  some- 
times, expert  witnesses.  The  expert  witnesses 
I  summoned  into  my  court,  or  who  allowed  me 
to  come  to  their  court,  were  the  Police  Commis- 
sioners, and  they  said,  comparatively  speaking, 
that  all  thesn  officers  were  paid  less  than  similar 
officers  in  the  other  large  cities  of  the  country. 
There  is  one  case  here  I  remember,  because  I 
was  interested  in  it  last  year,  and  that  is  the 
clerk  of  the  superintendent  of  police.  In 
the  days  of  the  old  Police  Board  the 
clerk  to  the  superintendent  of  police  and  the 
clerk  of  the  Police  Board  were  both  rated  the 
same— that  is,  each  received  §1500  per  annum. 
When  the  Metropolitan  Police  Board  was  foisted 
upon  the  unwilling  city  of  Boston  this  $1500 
clerk  was  jumped  up  by  the  sapient  act  of  an 
all- wise  Legislature  to  $2500.  Now  I  don't  mean 
to  throw  stones  at  the  Legislature,  because  as  a 
citizen  of  Massachusetts  I  have  to  bow  to  the 
wisdom  which  actuates  it  in  its  every  act,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that,  like  the  king,  it  can  do  no 
wrong,  and,  for  the  nonce,  I  will  admit  that 
when  it  increased  the  salary  of  the  clerk  of  the 
Police  Board  from  $1500  to  $2500  it  did  no  wrong. 
If  it  did  no  wrong  then,  we  can  hardly 
do  much  wrong  if  we  increase  his  fel- 
low officer,  rated  at  that  time  in  the 
same  list,  from  $1500  to  $1800.  We  give  him, 
with  constantly  increasing  duties,  a  jump  of  $300 
a  year,  and  not  a  word  have  we  to  say  against 
the  jump  that  was  made  of  one  thousand  dollars 
to  a  clerk  whose  duties,  if  anything,  have  been 
curtailed,  because  we  issue  fewer  licenses  now. 
As  regards  the  assistant  inspectors,  the  idea  of 
the  commissioners,  I  believe,  was  to  rank  them 
as  sergeants,  and  not  merely  as  patrolmen. 
They  were  men  selected  from  the  great  body 
of  patrolmen  because  their  abilities  were  of 
such  an  order  thai  they  were  competent  to  do 
special  work.  If  I  remember  the  conversation 
correctly,  the  commissioners  said  these  men 
should  be  salaried  at  a  little  higher  rate,  and 
that  the  pay  of  sergeantsjwould  be  sufficient.  It 
went  without  saying  (but  the  commissioners 
were  emphatic  in  the  statement)  that  the  super- 
intendent and  assistant  superintendent  were 
underpaid ;  that  they  were  paid  less  than  the 
same  officers  receive  in  any  other  great  city  of 
the  country.  If  that  is  true,  and  if  what  is 
stated  by  the  gentleman  in  the  Fourth  Division 
is  also  true, — that  we  pay  enormously  high  sala- 
ries— we  ought  in  this  case  to  make  no  excep- 
tion of  the  superintendent  and  assistant  super- 
intendent of  police.  But  this  whole  matter  has 
been  gone  into  by  the  Committee  on  Police; 
they  have  had  it  under  consideration  for  six 
months,  certainly,  and  it  has  been  fully  diges- 
ted. I  am  informed  that  this  ordinance  passed 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  without  a  negative  vote. 
I  have  not  the  record  here,  but  I  think  I  am  cor- 
rect.   I  hope  I  have  satisfied  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  Fowler  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Carroll— I  hope  this  ordinance  will  not 
pass.  We  have  been  increasing  these  high 
salaries  right  along.  When  a  man  gets  a  high 
salary  it  is  easy  to  get  it  raised,  but  when  it 
comes  to  increasing  a  sma'l  salary,  it  is  hard  to 
get  it  done,  Now  in  regard  to  these  salaries,  the 
gentleman  savs  that  when  the  Board  of  Police 
was  formed  by  the  Legislature  the  salaries  of 
the  commissioners  and  their  clerk  were  .raised. 
That  argument  has  been  used  as  an  excuse  for 
increasing  the  salaries  of  the  commissioners  and 
the  employees  in  the  different  departments  ot 
the  city.  It  has  been  said :  Because  the  Legis- 
lature has  increased  the  salaries  of  the  Police 
Commissioners,  we  should  increase  the  salaries 


of  the  other  commissioners,  and  the  increase 
should  he  in  the  same  proportion.  Now  i  believe 
that  the  men  on  this  list  are  getting  enough, 
except  the  assistant  inspectors,  and  I  believe 
the  ordinance  should  be  amended  so  as  to  in- 
crease them  and  leave  the  others  out.  If  that 
could  be  done  I  will  vote  for  it;  otherwise  I 
shall  have  to  vote  against  the  entire  ordinance. 

Mr.  Ladd— After  the  statement  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  7,  I  wish  to  add  that  his  state- 
ment substantiates  what  I  have  always  claimed. 
The  moment  you  raise  one  salary,  another  man 
comes  in  and  asks  to  have  his  salary  raised ; 
then  another  comes  in  and  asks  to  have  his 
raised ;  and  so  you  keep  on  raising  salaries  all 
the  year  round.  That  is  what  we  see  here  to- 
night. When  we  raised  the  salaries  in  ■  the  Po- 
lice Department  last  spring,  we  supposed  that 
we  had  done  with  the  whole  business;  but  it 
now  seems  that  these  officers  were  left  out. 
The  fact  is  we  do  not  realize  what  an  extensive 
process  this  increasing  salaries  is  when  we  first 
start  out  on  it ;  and  I  say  the  place  to  stop  is 
right  here  and  now.  I  am  surprised  at  the 
solicitude  which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7 
expresses  for  the  Police  Commissioners  and  the 
Police  Department.  I  believe  the  last  time  he 
spoke  of  that  department  he  was  inclined  to 
have  them  investigated  and  have  their  official 
conduct  called  in  question.  I  cannot  under- 
stand this  change  of  front  and  conversion  on 
the  part  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7.  But 
we  may  expect  many  strange  and  wonderful 
things,  and  many  changes,  in  these  times.  I 
hope  these  salaries  will  not  be  increased. 

Mr.  Leary — I  believe  that  every  member  here 
is  fully  convinced  as  to  how  he  will  vote,  I 
don't  believe  that  further  argument  on  either 
side  will  change  a  single  vote,  and  I  move  that 
the  debate  be  now  closed. 

It  was  voted  to  close  the  debate. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Carroll  it  was  ordered  that 
the  question  on  the  passage  of  the  ordinance  be 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  Chair— The  question  is  on  the  suspension 
of  the  rule ;  all  those  in  favor  will  say  aye- 
Mr.  Ladd— Mr.  President. 

The  Chair— Mr.  Ladd  of  Ward  10. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Whall— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  call  comes  too  late,  the  Chair  having  com- 
menced to  take  the  vote. 

Mr.  Ladd— The  president  recognized  me  be- 
fore he  declared  the  vote,  and  before  the  ayes 
and  noes  were  announced. 

The  Chair— The  Chair  must  rule  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  10  is  in  order  and  has  a 
right  to  make  a  motion  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  roll  was  called  and  the  Council  refused 
to  suspend  the  rule ;  yeas  33,  nays  19  (two  thirds 
in  favor  being  necessary): 

Yeas — Atwood,  Blume,  Burr.  Carroll,  Cham- 
berlain, Cochran,  Connolly,  Coyle,  Desmond, 
Dolan,  Fisher.  Fottler,  Fowler,  Gomez,  Hagger- 
ty,  Hayes,  Kennedy,  Lauten,  Mahoney,  Mc- 
Enaney,  McKenna.  W.  H.  Murphy,  Nunan, 
O'Mealey,  Perry,  E.  J.  Powers.  Sanger,  Shaw, 
Short,  Teevens,  Tracy,  Whall,  Whitmore— 33. 

Nays  —  Carstensen,  Clark,  P.  J.  Gallagher, 
Ladd,  Lattimore,  Leary,  Light.  McNary,  F.  Mo- 
rison.  F.  R.  Morrison.  J.  J.  Murphy.  Perkins, 
Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg, 
Thayer,  Tuttle,  Wilson— 19. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Barry,  Bowman,  Cole- 
man, Davern,  Dewey.  Duggan,  Dunn,  Foss, 
Frost,  J.  Gallagher,  Harrington,  Keliher,  Kel- 
ley,  J.  Murphv,  Norton,  C.  C.  Powers,  Reilly, 
Richards,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  Webster— 20. 

The  ordinance  went  over. 

MARINE   PARK  BETTERMENTS. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  take  from  the  table  No. 
48,  viz. : 

48.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  that  the 
order  for  the  city  to  refund  90  per  cent  of  the 
amount  paid  for  betterments  on  account  of  the 
laying  out  of  the  Marine  Park  ought  not  to  pass, 
as  the  corporation  counsel  has  decided  that  such 
refund  would  be  illegal. 

Mr.  McNary— I  hope  that  matter  will  not  be 
taken  from  the  table  tonight,  as  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  H  and  myself  have  a  few  things  to 
say  upon  it,  if  it  is  ieft  on  the  table  until  the 
next  meeting. 

Mr.  Whall  withdrew  the  motion  to  take 
from  the  table. 

Adjourned,  at  9.32  P.M.,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Blume,  and  stood  adjourned  for  two  weeks. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Monday,  Sept.  12, 1887. 
Special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
12.45  P.M.,  to  act  on  venire,  Aid.  Donovan,  chair- 
man, presiding. 


JURORS  DRAWN. 


Six  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  Su- 
perior Criminal  Court,  September  term. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Aid.  C.  W.  Smith, 
the  business  for  which  the  Board  met  having 
been  transacted. 


Monday.  Sept.  19,  1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
4  o'clock  P.M..  Aid.  Allen  in  the  chair. 

Absent— Aid.  Capen,  Carroll,  Donovan. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Lee  the  reading  of  the 
record  of  the  last  regular  meeting  was  dispensed 
with. 

SPECIAL  MEETING   OF  SEPT.   12. 

The  Chair— A  special  meeting  of  this  Board 
was  held  on  Monday,  the  12th  day  of  September, 
By  the  record  it  appears  that  there  were  but  six 
aldermen  present— less  than  a  quorum.  The 
meeting  was  held  for  the  purpose  of  drawing 
traverse  jurors  for  the  September  term  of  the 
Superior  Criminal  Court.  Only  six  members 
having  been  present  it  has  been  decided  that 
that  meeting  was  illegal.  What  is  the  pleasure 
of  the  Board  in  regard  to  the  record  of  the  meet- 
ing?   The  record  reads  as  follows : 

A  special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
of  the  citv  of  Boston  was  held  at  City  Hall  on 
Monday,  Sept.  12,  A.D.  1887,  at  12.45  o'clock  P.M. 

"Six  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  Sep- 
tember term  of  the  Superior  Criminal  Court. 
For  names  of  persons  drawn  see  record  book 
kept  for  ttiat  purpose. 
Adjourned." 

Aid.  Sullivan— Is  there  anything  in  the  re- 
cord to  show  that  there  were  only  six  aldermen 
present? 

The  Chair— No,  sir,  there  is  nothing  upon  the 
record  to  show  that  fact,  but  the  clerk  says 
that  is  the  case,  and  as  the  Chair  is  informed 
the  court  has  decided  that  the  jurors,  whose 
names  were  drawn,  could  not  serve  on  that  ac- 
count. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  have  an  impression  that 
there  were  seven  aldermen  here  when  the 
meeting  was  called  to  order.  Still.  I  would  not 
be  positive. 

The  Clerk— That  is  what  I  thought,  but  I 
made  inquiries  and  found  there  were  but  six. 

The  Chair — The  Chair  would  suggest  that  it 
having  been  ascertained  that  there  were  but 
six  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  present, 
the  clerk  might  append  that  fact  to  the  record, 
it  having  been  ascertained  that  the  drawing  of 
tlue  jurors  was  illegal.  Some  such  record  as 
that  might  be  made. 

Aid.  Sullivan — I  would  like  to  inquire  if 
those  gentlemen  drawn  on  that  occasion  have 
been  notified. 

The  Chair— They  were  notified,  and  the  court 
decided  that  they  could  not  serve  on  account  of 
the  manner  in  which  they  were  drawn. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan  it  was  voted  that 
the  record  of  the  special  meeting  of  the  Board, 
held  on  Sept.  12,  1887,  be  declared  void. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  moved  to  suspend  the  rule 
that  he  might  offer  an  order. 

The  rule  was  suspended. 

Aid.  Lee— I  would  like  to  have  that  order  read 
for  information. 

The  Chair  read  the  order  as  follows : 

Ordered,  That  the  corporation  counsel  be  re- 
quested to  report  to  this  Board  his  opinion  on 
the  following  matters: 

First.  Has  any  person,  other  than  the  mayor, 
or  acting  mayor,  authority  to  call  a  srjecial 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  for  any  pur- 
pose? 

Second.  Can  a  legal  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  be  held  without  giving  to  the  mem- 
bers of  said  Board  reasonable  notice. 


Aid.  Bromwich—  As  I  understand  it,  the  al- 
derman only  wants  this  referred  for  the  opinion 
of  the  corporation  counsel. 

The  Chair— It  is  in  the  form  of  an  order  ask- 
ing the  opinion  of  the  corporation  counsel. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  would  like  to  know  if  this 
should  pass  this  Board,  how  we  would  stand  on 
the  matter.  Suppose  there  was  a  majority  to 
pass  the  order,  what  position  would  this  Board 
stand  in? 

The  Chair — The  order  simply  asks  an  opinion 
from  the  corporation  counsel. 

The  order  was  referred,  on  motion  of  Aid. 
Lee,  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  (Aid.) 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  as  follows: 
Six  additional  traverse  jurors  for  September 
term,  and  40  traverse  jurors  for  October  term, 
of  Superior  Criminal  Court. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors  for  first  session,  and 
38  traverse  jurors  for  second  session,  of  Superior 
Court,  civil  business,  October  term. 
precinct  officers. 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston,  ) 

Executive  Department,  \ 
Sept.  19,  1887.  ) 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Chapter  299,  Section  7,  of  the  acts  of  1884  re- 
quires the  rnavor  to  appoint  precinct  officers  be- 
tween Sept.  l  and  Sept.  20  in  each  year. 

Some  time  ago  I  notified  the  chairmen  of  the 
Democratic  Ward  and  City  Committee  and  of 
the  Republican  Ward  and  City  Committee  to 
submit  to  me  a  list  of  names  that  would  repre- 
sent their  respective  parties  This  list  has  been 
received  at  so  late  an  hour  I  have  not  had  time 
to  ascertain  if  the  names  submitted  comply 
with  the  conditions  of  the  statute  in  all  cases. 

I  respectfully  appoint,  subject  to  your  ap- 
proval and  confirmation,  the  enclosed  list  as 
submitted  by  the  chairmen.  In  a  few  cases 
where  they  have  failed  to  send  in  names  I  have 
reappointed  last  year's  officers. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Hugh  O'Brien.  Mayor. 
[Appended  was  the  list.] 

Before  the  reading  of  the  communication  was 
finished  it  was  voted,  on  motion  of  Aid.  C.  W. 
Smith,  that  further  reading  be  dispensed  with, 
and  that  the  list  be  laid  over  and  ordered 
printed. 

constables. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston,  ) 

Executive  Department,  > 

Sept.  19,  1887.  ) 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Aldermen. 

I  hereby  appoint,  subject  to  your  approval  and 
confirmation,  the  following  [list  annexed]  to  be 
constables.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Constables. 
Candidates  for  Appointment  in  1887, 

Appointed  in  September  Annually. 

Connected  with  Official  Positions. 
Richard  F.  Andrews,       Thomas  Folger, 
William  H.  Badlam,       Henry  M.  Forristall, 
Charles  A.  Barry,  William  A.  Fort, 

John  R.  Barry,  Elijah  D.  Foss, 

Francis  J.  Baxter,  John  J.  Franey, 

William  A.  Blossom,       Silas  G.  Gage, 
Samuel  Brackett,  William  T.  Gardner, 

Carlan  A.  Brown,  James  F.  Goodwin, 

Moses  P.  Brown,  Thomas  Hall, 

Charles  Burcham,  Charles  P.  Harrington, 

William  W.  Campbell,    Sylvester  h.  Hebard, 
Samuel  Canning,  John  J.  Henry, 

Joseph  D.  Coburn,  Robert  Herter, 

Michael  D.  Collins.  William  L.  Hicks, 

George  W.  Conant,  Edward  W.  Hudson, 

William  P.  Cook,  James  A.  Hussey, 

W.  M.  H.  Copeland,         Luther  Hutchins. 
Thomas  A.  Crawtord,     Frederic  P.  Ingalls, 
Daniel  A.  Cronin,  Charles  P.  Johnson, 

James  G.  Davis,  Stephen  P.  Kelley, 

Isaac  W.  Derby,  John  F.  Kelly, 

John  A.  Devlin,  Henry  P.  Kennedy, 

Frederick  L.  Donnelly.  James  M.  Kilroy, 
Robert  Donnelly,  John  Leahy, 

John  Ai  Duddy,  Martin  M.  Lomasney, 

George  C.  Dyer,  Patrick  J.  McCarthy, 

Thomas  Fee,  Jr.,  William  H.  Mcintosh, 

Jeremiah  G.  Fennessey,  Adolphus  G.  McVey, 
John  B.  Fitzpatrick,       Benjamin  Meriam, 
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John  R.  Rea, 
Patrick  F.  Redely, 
John  Robie, 
John  Rogers, 
Henry  F.  Spach, 
Edwin  B.  Spinney, 
Daniel  P.  Sullivan. 
Denis  A.  Sullivan, 
William  G.  Tyler, 
Elhridge  G.  Wallis, 
Albert  Watts, 
Romanzo  N.  Wiswall, 
Abraham  G.  Wyman, 


James  F.  Mitchell, 
George  B.  Munroe, 
Jotham  E.  Mmiroe, 
John  Newell, 
James  J.  Nolan, 
Daniel  Noonan, 
Charles  H.  Orr, 
Leavitt  B.  Palmer, 
Sylvester  E.  Partridge, 
William  H.  Pearson, 
Alvah  H.  Peters, 
Alvin  I.  Phillips, 
William  S.  Post. 
J.  Edward  P  riest, 

Not  Connected  with  Official  Positions. 

Tolbert  P.  Atkinson,  George  R  Mathews, 

Joseph  H.  Blatt,  John  H.  McElroy, 

Joshua  Brothers,  Isaac  W.  McDonald, 

James  M.  Carter,  John  Mundy, 

Herbert  L.  Critchett,  Isaiah  Paine,  Jr., 

Joseph  Conneton,  George  B.  Proctor, 

Charles  P.  Cook,  John  G.  Ray. 

William  P.  Cook,  Jr.  William  D.  Rockwood, 

James  W.  Currier,  Joseph  R.  Rowe, 

Hinds  R.  Darling,  Burnham  Royce, 

3eorge  C.  Davis,  Jesse  L.  Scott, 

Alvin  S.  Drew,  Jeremiah  Sheehan, 

George  G.  Drew,  Joseph  P.  Silsby,  Jr., 

John  A.  Duggan.  Simon  Simmons, 

Eplrraim  W.  Farr,  Walter  Simmons, 

Frank  W.  Flint,  Austin  R.  Smith, 

Lewis  G.  Grossman,  Terence  C.  Smith, 

John  E.  Hellett,  Asa  Southworth, 

James'G.  Harrington,  Anson  Stern, 

Edwin  L.  Howard,  Barry  Sullivan, 

William  K.  Jones,  James  H.  Sullivan, 

Frederick  P.  Knapp,  William  H.  Swift, 

Russell  R.  Knapp,  Frederic  S.  Walker, 

William  B.  Knapp,  Frank  T.  Ware. 

James  F.  Larkin,  Wright  W.  Williams- 
George  W.  Lowther, 
To  Make  Complaints   in  Cases  of  Neglected 

Children,  and  to  Serve  Without  Bonds. 

Henry  M.  Blackwell,  Daniel  J.  Sweeney, 

James  Bragdon,  Jeremiah  M.  Swett, 

George  M.  Felch,  Charles  E.  Turner, 

Abraham  M.  Leavitt,  Richard  W.  Walsh, 

James  P.  Leeds,  Sumner  P.  White, 

George  Murphy,  Charles  S.  AVooffindale, 

Hannibal  F.  Ripley,  Warren  A.  Wright, 

William  B.  Shea,  Edwin  R.  Smyth, 
Warren  J.  Stokes. 

With  Boston  Gas  Light  Co.,  and  Serving  With- 
out Bonds. 
William  H.  Durell,         Seth  E.  Eaton, 
Amariah  S.  Moody. 

With  S.  P.  C.  T.  A.,  and  Serving  Without  Bonds, 
Lemuel  B.  Burrill,  Thomas  Langlan. 

Severally  laid  over. 

APPOINTMENT  OF  UNDERTAKER. 

A   communication   was    received   from    the 
mayor  making  the  following  appointment: 
To  be  an  Undertaker— L.  Haberlow. 
Laid  over. 

HEARINGS  ON   ORDERS  OF   NOTICE. 

On  petitions  for  leave  to  project  bay  windows, 
etc.,  viz.: 

1.  Edward  Reynolds,  two  on  Blue  Hill  avenue 
and  one.  on  Cheney  street,  Ward  21. 

2.  A.  D.  Collins,  three  windows,  Nos.  1,  3  and 
5  Paul  street,  Ward  16. 

3.  Michael  Sullivan,  one  window,  on  Centre 
street,  Ward  21. 

4.  Nathan  B.  Goodnow,  iron  brackets  to  sup- 
port an  illuminated  sign,  Nos.  1172  to  1184  Wash- 
ington street. 

No  objections.  Petitions  severally  referred  to 
Committee  on  Inspection  of  Buildings  (Aid.) 

5.  On  petition  of  L.  G.  Burnham  &  Co.,  for  a 
license  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  steam 
engine  of  20  horse  power  on  East  Chester  Park, 
near  Hilton  street,  Ward  20. 

No  objections.  Petition  referred  to  Committee 
on  Steam  Engines. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps — Walter  E. 
Fletcher  and  others,  that  public  lamps  be  placed 
on  Peters  street,  Roslindale. 

M.  J.  Hurney  and  others,  for  public  lamps  on 
Harvard  avenue,  off  Harvard  street,  Dorches- 
ter. 

New  England  Conservatory  of  Music,  for  an 


electric  light  on  the  northeast  corner  of  Wash- 
ington and  East  Newton  streets. 

Old  Colony  Railroad  Company  and  others,  for 
an  electric  light  at  the  junction  of  Dorchester 
avenue,  Ashmont  and  Argyle  streets,  in  front  of 
the  Ashmont  station. 

Hazard  Stevens  and  others,  for  electric  lights 
on  Hancock  and  Bowdoin  streets. 

Edwin  R.  De  Long  and  others,  for  oil  lamps  on 
Wells  avenue,  Ward  24. 

C.  B.  Botsford,  for  public  lamps  in  Garfield 
avenue,  West  Roxbury. 

C.  B.  Botsford,  for  public  lamps  in  Kirk  street, 
West  Roxbury. 

William  Camfill,  for  public  lamps  in  Wachu- 
sett  avenue,  W.  R. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police  (Aid.)— Lawrence 
Kieley,  for  compensation  for  the  loss  of  fowls 
killed  by  dogs,  Sept  9, 1887. 

James  Donaldson,  for  leave  to  suspend  a  flag 
from  339  Washington  street,  across  said  street, 
Sept.  26  to  29  inclusive. 

To  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall.  Etc.— -J*. 
O'Neill  Larkin  and  others,  for  the  use  of  Fan- 
euil Hall  for  a  public  meeting  Sept.  29. 

James  W.  Carroll  and  others,  for  the  use  of 
Faneuil  Hall  on  the  evening  of  Sept.  27,  instant, 
for  a  public  meeting. 

To  the  Committee  on  Servers— Oliver  Ditson  & 
Co.,  et  als.,  for  a  sewer  in  Congress  street,  Ward 
12,  between  the  sea  wall  and  the  sewer  in  Atlan- 
tic avenue. 

Tobias  Klusber  and  others,  for  a  sewer  on  Mo- 
zart street,  between  Lamartine  street  and 
Chestnut  avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines.  Etc. — 
Charles  Gliddon,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a 
steam  boiler  of  nine-horse  power  for  heating 
purposes,  at  corner  Dudley  and  Shirley  streets. 

T.  J.  Silsby,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
boiler  of  nine-horse  power  for  heating  purposes, 
at  Washington  street,  Dorchester. 

Walter  H.  Miller,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a 
steam  boiler  of  nine-horse  power  for  heating 
purposes,  at  Roanoke  avenue. 

Horan  Bros.,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a 
steam  boiler  of  nine-horse  power  for  manufac- 
turing and  heating  purposes  at  1395  Washington 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department — 
C.  A.  Richards,  that  the  large  clock  on  the 
corner  of  Washington  and  Northampton  streets 
be  lighted  and  cared  for  by  the  city. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  (Ald.)—N.  Y. 
Brintnall,  to  occupy  a  wooden  building  for  32 
horses,  on  Miller  street,  No.  36,  Ward  5. 

Timothy  Murphy,  to  occupy  a  proposed 
wooden  building  for  one  horse,  on  Geneva  ave- 
nue, Ward  24. 

John  Burke,  to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden 
building  for  two  horses,  on  Hillside  avenue, 
Ward  25. 

Joshua  Brothers,  agent  for  Alger  estate*  to  oc- 
cupy an  old  wooden  building  for  one  additional 
horse,  on  37  W.  Seventh  street.  Ward  13. 

W.  L.  Lewis,  to  occupy  an  old  wooden  building 
for  three  horses,  on  Hyde  street,  corner  Ceylon 
street,  Ward  15. 

A.  T.  Whiting,  chairman  of  Board  of  Police, 
to  occupy  a  brick  building  for  three  horses,  on 
Lagrange  street,  No.  37,  Ward  10. 

Sewall  W.  Rich,  to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden 
building  for  two  horses  on  Allston  street,  rear 
corner  Kenwood  street,  Ward  24. 

J.  F.  Kelly,  to  occupy  an  old  wooden  building 
for  20  horses  on  Eustis  street,  rear  291  and  293 
Magazine  street,  Ward  20. 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Common,  Et6r— Dan- 
iel A.  Rittcr,  that  the  tree  in  front  of  estate 
(proposed  number)  18  Ottawa  street,  bo  re- 
moved. 

Francis  Bellamy  and  others,  members  of  the 
Dearborn-street  Baptist  Church,  that  the  treo 
in  front  of  said  church  be  cut  down. 

F.  P.  Tripp,  that  the  trees  in  front  of  estates 
253  and  263  Eustis  street  be  trimmed 

George  Curtis,  for  the  removal  of  a  tree  in 
front  of  his  estate  11  Dorr  street. 

To  the  Vmiiiiiitlir  <»i  Claims— Alice  M.  Cul- 
li"ane,  by  her  attorney  Join;  P.  Leahy,  lor  com- 
pensation for  personal  injuries  received  Dec.  10, 
1X84,  from  being  knocked  down  by  a  horse  driven 
by  an  assistant  engineer  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment. 

Mrs.  Flora  Robertson,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  her  estate  corner  of  Elm  and  Sum- 
mer streets,  Charlestown,  caused  by  a  decayed 
limb  of  a  tree  at  said  corner. 
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Michael  McLaughlin,  an  employee  m  the 
Health  Department,  to  be  paid  for  time  lost 
from  injuries  received  in  the  building  used  for 
the  reception  of  house  offal. 

Mary  Hunt,  for  compensation  for  personal  in- 
juries received  July  8,  1S87,  by  slipping  and  fall- 
ing on  the  drop  of  the  South  Ferry,  Boston  side. 
William  H.  Morse,  to  be  paid  balance  arising 
from  tax  sale  of  estate  assessed  to  him  on  Tren- 
ton street. 

John  Cowdrey,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  from  an  insane  prisoner  at  the  city 
prison. 

To  the  Committee  on  the  Department  for  the 
Inspection  of  Buildings— James  Page,  to  build  a 
wooden  addition  on  rear  lis  Boylston  street, 
Ward  23. 

M.  J.  Mullen,  to  build  an  addition  to  building 
24  Blue  Hill  avenue.  Ward  20. 

Boston  Cordage  Company,  to  build  an  addi- 
tion to  building  on  749-755  East  Sixth  street, 
Ward  14. 

Boston  Cordage  Company,  to  build  an  addi- 
tion to  building  on  rear  760  East  Seventh 
street,  Ward  14. 

Boston  Cordage  Company,  to  build  a  "wooden 
building  on  757-761  East  Sixth  street,  Ward  14. 

Henry  Kelley,  to  build  a  wooden  building  on 
173  Dudley  street,  Ward  21. 

To  Committee  on  Survey  emd  Inspection  of 
Buildings  (Aid.)— Alfred  A.  Burnham,  Jr.,  to 
place  a  druggist's  pestle  and  mortar  on  the  cor- 
ner of  the  building  459  Dudley  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving  (Aid.)— Petitions 
for  edgestones  and  brick  sidewalks : 
Mrs.  Nellie  Ritter,  19  and  21  Ottawa  street. 
William  Casey,  1576  and  1578  Tremont  street. 
J.  M.  Murdough,  427  E.  Sixth  street. 
Elizabeth  Sylvester,  152  H  street. 
Elmer  E.  Power.  36  Ottawa  street, 
Helen  Shottmiller,  156  H  street. 
Michael  J.  Doyle,  221  Marion  street,  Ward  1. 
Homer    Rogers,   for  edgestones  at    Ashford 
street. 
Petitions  for  brick  sidewalks : 
James  Quinn,  corner  A  and  First  street. 
Robert  Ring,  132  Havre  street,  Ward  2. 
Frederick  A,  Foster.  86  Walnut  avenue. 
Thomas  F.  Swan.  53  Waverley  street. 
William   R.    Cavanagb,    to   move   a   wooden 
building  from  rear  755  E.  Sixth  street,  Ward  14, 
to  159  N  street.  Ward  15. 

Ellerton  P.  Whitney,  agent,  for  permission  to 
put  a  coal  hole  in  sidewalk  of  estate  54  Boylston 
street.  . 

N.  G.  Smith  and  others,  that  Montrose  street 
be  graded  and  edgestones  and  sidewalks  laid. 

William  Camffll  and  others,  that  Wachusett 
street  be  put  in  order  for  travel, 

J.  N.  Fiske.  for  leave  to  excavate  under  the 
sidewalk  and  construct  a  coal  hole  at  24  Doane 
street. 

J.  N.  Fiske,  for  leave  to  lay  a  steam  main  and 
return  and  an  elevator  tank  pipe  and  return 
under  Doane  street,  from  No.  24  to  building 
Nos.  12-20  on  said  street ;  also  to  excavate  and 
use  the  span  under  the  sidewalk  in  front  of 
estates  12  to  20  Doane  street  and  87  and  89  State 
street. 

George  H.  Rymill  and  others,  that  Benning- 
ton street,  between  Moore  and  Byron  streets, 
be  macadamized,  and  that  a  cinder  sidewalk 
be  constructed  on  the  south  side  of  said  street. 

George  Penniman  and  others,  for  a  plank 
walk  between  Peabody  street  and  Longwood 
avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Electric  Wires— Bos- 
ton Electric  Light  Co.,  for  leave  to  erect  four 
poles  on  Condor,  Eutawand  Border  streets,  East 
Boston. 

Boston  Electric  Light  Co.,  for  leave  to  set  a 
pole  on  Eliot  street,  near  Washington  street. 

Charlestown  Gas  Co.,  for  leave  to  acquire  all 
pole  rights  and  rights  of  way  for  electric  wires 
of  the  N.  E.  Weston  Electric  Light  Co.  and 
Weston  Illuminating  Co.  in  Charlestown. 

N.  E.  Electric  Light  Co,  and  Weston  Illu- 
minating Co.,  for  leave  to  transfer  to  the 
Charlestown  Gas  Co.  all  of  their  pole  rights  and 
rights  of  way  for  electric  wires  m  Charlestown. 
To  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings — 
School  Committee,  that  necessary  alterations 
be  made  in  the  Roxbury  schoolhouse  as  soon  as 
possible. 

School  Committee,  for  (additional  schoolroom 
accommodations  in  Lincoln  district. 

School  Committee,  for  water  closets  at  the 
Comius    schoolhouse    and    the  Phillips-street 


primary  schoolhouse,  Roxbury ;  also  for  a  re- 
tiring room  at  thelatter  schoolhouse. 

To  the  Committee  on  Schools  and  School- 
houses— School  Committee,  for  a  six-room  pri- 
mary schoolhouse  in  the  Bunker  Hill  school 
district. 

School  Committee,  for  additional  accommo- 
dations for  the  Th etford-a venue  school. 

To  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts— Re- 
quest of  clerk  of  Superior  Court  (criminal)  for 
an  additional  allowance  of  §1000  for  additional 
clerical  assistance. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses— William  Aus- 
tin, for  leave  to  give  a  series  of  24  sacred  con- 
certs at  Music  Hall  on  Sunday  evenings,  com- 
mencing Sunday,  Oct.  2,  and  ending  on  the  last 
Sunday  in  March,  188S . 

To  the  Committee  on  Railroads— Suburban 
Street  Railway  Company,  for  alteration  of  loca- 
tion of  tracks  in  Beacon  and  Arlington  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Seioers  WW.)— Bridget. 
Larkin,  that  $21.21  be  abated  from  the  sewer  as- 
sessment against  N.  Hamblin  &  Sons  on  Chelsea 
street,  E.  B. 

Petitions  for  Bay  Windows. 

On  the  following  petitions,  viz. : 

George  Mack,  to  project  a  bay  window  from 
building  No.  1  Longwood  avenue. 

Adams  Real  Estate  Trust,  to  project  four  bay 
windows  from  building  corner  Boylston  and 
Tremont  streets. 

Orders  of  notice  were  passed  for  hearings 
thereon,  on  Monday,  Oct.  3rd,  1887,  at  4  o'clock 
P.  M, 

Petitions  for  Steam  Engines. 

On  the  following  petitions  for  licenses  to  erect 
and  use  stationary  steam  engines,  viz. : 

Kidder  Press  Company,  one  25-horse  power, 
Norfolk  avenue. 

5.  D.  Hicks  &  Son,,  one  30-horse  power,  178 
Friend  street,  Ward  7. 

Morey,  Churchill  &  Morey,  one  two-horse 
power,  159-163  Friend  street,  Ward  7. 

Julius  Montey,  one  two-horse  power,  35  South 
Margin  street. 

Orders  of  notice  were  passed  for  hearing  there- 
on, on  Monday,  Oct;,  loth,  1887,  at  4  o'clock  P.  M. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

6.  City  solicitor's  report  for  the  year  ending 
June  30, 1887.    Placed  on  file. 

7.  Order  requesting  the  mayor  "to  instruct  the 
superintendent  of  Common,  etc.,  to  take  such 
steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  remove  worms 
from  the  trees  on  the  Common,  and  on  Tremont 
street,"  the  expense  to  be  paid  from  the  appro- 
priation for  Common,  etc.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

8.  Order  requesting  the  superintendent  of 
Common,  etc.,  "to  put  that  portion  of  the  Com- 
mon near  West-street  entrance  in  good  order, 
that  the  same  may  be  passable  during  the  com- 
ing autumn  and  winter."  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

9.  Order  that  the  Park  Commissioners  be  re- 
quested to  provide  that  the  laborers  at  work  for 
the  Department  of  Public  Parks,  and  especially 
those  engaged  in  the  construction  of  Franklin 
Park,  and  upon  others  of  the  system,  be  em- 
ployed by  the  day  and  not  by  the  hour,  and  that 
they  be  pay  $2  a  day,  the  same  as  other  city  la- 
borers ;  and  that  when  they  are  ordered  to  report 
ior  work,  and  they  do  report,  they  shall  be  en- 
titled to  at  least  half  a  day's  pay.  Passed  in 
concurrence. 

10.  Order  that  in  part  compensation  for  their 
services  all  city  employees  who  are  members  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  who  de- 
sire to  attend  the  national  encampment,  to  bo 
held  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  September,  1S87,  may, 
with  the  consent  of  the  head  of  their  respective 
departments,  be  granted  two  weeks  leave  of  ab- 
sence, without  loss  of  pay,  for  the  purpose  of  at- 
tending said  encampment.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

CONFIRMATION  OF  EXECUTIVE    APPOINTMENTS. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  Board  took  up 
the  following  executive,  appointments: 

11.  Patrick  Fallon,  to  be  a  field-driver  and 
pound-keeper  at  Mattapan. 

12.  Jacob  F.  Holmes,  to  be  a  coal-weigher. 

It  was  voted,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Maguire,  that 
the  Board  proceed  to  act  on  both  appointments 
together.  Committee,  Aid.  Maguire  and  Sulli- 
van. Whole  number  of  ballots,  7:  yes  7,  no  0, 
and  the  appointments  were  confirmed. 
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ELECTRIC   LIGHT  POLES. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  Board  also 
proceeded  to  take  up  the  following: 

13.  Order  granting  the  Boston  Electric  Light 
Company  leave  to  erect  poles  on  Dudley  street. 
Passed. 

14.  Order  granting  the  Boston  Electric  Light 
Company  leave  to  erect  poles  on  West  Chester 
Park. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  should  like  to  inquire  if 
these  poles  are  not  already  up. 

Aid.  Maguire— The  poles  are  not  up,  Mr. 
Chairman. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  know  there  are  some 
poles  on  West  Chester  Park ;  I  do  not  Know 
whether  they  are  those  referred  to  or  not.  I 
was  in  hopes,  before  we  passed  any  more  orders 
similar  to  these,  that  we  would  hear  from  the 
Committee  on  Underground  Wires  that  visited 
foreign  cities.  Perhaps  they  may  have  dis- 
covered some  means  of  putting  the  wires  under- 
ground. 

Aid.  MAGtriBE— I  will  say,  in  answer  to  the 
alderman,  that  these  people  have  been  making 
efforts  for  some  time  past  to  make  connection 
between  the  east  end  and  the  west  end,  and  the 
Committee  on  Underground  Wires  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  a  permission  of  this  kind  should 
be  granted.  I  hope  the  order  will  pass,  as  it  is 
necessary  for  them  to  make  that  connection. 

The  order  was  passed. 

boylston-street    bridge. 

The  following  communications  were  re- 
ceived : 

Office  of  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners, 
City  Hall,  Boston,  Sept.  14, 18S7. 
To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Gentlemen, — The  Board  of  Fire  Commission- 
ers has  received  from  your  honorable  body  the 
following  order,  passed  Sept.  6: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Fire  Commis- 
sioners be  requested  to  report  to  this  Board  at 
its  next  meeting  wiiy  the  engine  house  on  Boyl- 
ston  street  is  not  occupied." 

From  the  level  of  the  floors  of  the  aforesaid 
fire  quarters  there  is  a  perpendicular  descent  of 
15  feet  or  upwards  before  solid  ground  is  reached 
in  front  by  reason  of  the  condition  of  the  street. 
This  has  been  considered  a  formidable  obstacle 
to  immediate  occupation,  as  there  is  no  mechan- 
ical contrivance  known  to  the  board  by  which 
apparatus  and  horses  can  be  lowered  that  dis- 
tance with  the  safety  and  celerity  necessary  to 
efficient  service  in  case  of  an  alarm  of  tire. 

The  board  knows  of  no  other  reason  why  tho 
house  is  not  used. 

The  apparatus  is  ready,  and  the  necessary  men 
and  horses  can  be  supplied  in  10  days  or  less 
after  the  board  shall  have  been  officially  noti- 
fied that  there  is  a  street  to  run  on. 

Respectfully  submitted^ 
For  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners, 

Robert  G.  Fitch  Chairman. 

Communication  placed  on  file. 

Board  of  Police  for  the  City  of  Boston, 
No.  7  Pemberton  Square, 

Boston,  Sept.  10,  1887. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Gentlemen,— hi  compliance  with  the  order  ap- 
proved Sept.  8,  1887,  request  ii  g  the  Hoard  of  Po- 
lice to  report  why  the  Police  Station  House  on 
Boylston  street  is  not  used,  the  hoard  respect- 
fully reports  that  the  building  in  question  has 
hot  yet  been  placed  in  charge  of  the  Police 
Department. 

Respectfully  yours, 

A.  T.  Whiting,  Chairman. 

Communication  placed  on  file. 

Office  of  the  City  Engineer,  1 
City  Hall,  Boston,  Sept.  19,  1887.    j 
To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Aldermen. 

In  accordance  with  the  order  of  your  Board, 
passed  Sept.  G,  that  the  city  engineer  be  request- 
ed to  report  to  this  Board  at  its  next  meeting 
why  more  rapid  progress  is  not  made  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  Boylston-street  bridge,  and  if 
this  Board  can  take  any  action  which  will  ex- 
pedite the  completion  of  said  bridge,  the  follow- 
ing is  respect  fully  submitted: 

The  contract  for  the  a  hut  incuts  of  the  Bolys- 
ton-street  bridge  called  for  their  completion  on 
or  before  Aug.  1.  1887,  but,  owing  to  the  difficul- 
ties experienced  by  the  contractors  in  pro- 
curing    proper      store      for     tho     work,     it 


became  evident,  early  in  the  present  year, 
that  the  abutments  could  not  be  finished  at  the 
contract  time,  and,  upon  the  request  of  the  con- 
tractors, the  time  for  tne  completion  of  the  en- 
tire stonework  was  extended  to  Nov.  1  next. 
The  north  abutment  is  now  practically  com- 
pleted, and  it  is  now  believed  that  the  south 
abutment  will  be  finished  by  the  time  last 
named.  The  practically  unavoidable  delay  in 
the  completion  of  the  stonework  will  cause  a 
corresponding  delay  in  the  building  of  the 
street  beyond  the  south  abutment,  and  it  has 
been  assumed  that  this  portion  of  the  street 
cannot  be  put  in  proper  condition  for  travel 
before  early  spring.  The  present  season  has 
been  one  of  unusual  activity  in  iron  bridge 
building,  and  the  principal  firms  and  com- 
panies aoing  this  class  of  work  have  been 
so  busy  since  early  in  the  season  as  to  compel 
them  to  refuse  large  orders  for  delivery  before 
the  coming  winter. 

No  certainty  of  the  delivery  of  the  iron  super- 
structure this  season  could  have  been  had,  and 
the  bridge  would  have  proved  of  little  or  no 
benefit  until  the  final  completion  of  the  street. 

Plans  for  the  iron  bridge  are  now  being  pre- 
pared, and  proposals  for  its  delivery  and  com- 
pletion, during  the  coming  winter,  will  soon  ho 
asked  for.  The  slackness  of  work  generally  ex- 
isting among  bridge  builders  during  the  winter 
months  will  increase  competition  for  the  bridge 
and  render  its  prompt  delivery  more  certain. 

It  is  not  believed  that  any  action  can  be  taken 
by  your  honorable  Board  which  will  expedite 
the  work. 

William  Jackson, 
City  Engineer. 

Communication  placed  on  file. 

harbor  and  land  commissioners. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Harbor  and 
Land  Commissioners'  office  of  a  hearing  to  be 
given  in  said  office  on  Sept.  22,  1SS7,  at  11  o'clock 
A.  M.,  on  the  application  of  the  Lewis  Wharf 
Company  of  Boston,  for  license  to  build  a  pile 
wharf  and  seawall  in  tidewater  in  the  city  of 
Boston,  at  its  premises  in  Boston  Harbor, 

Placed  on  file. 

LICENSES. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Licenses: 

Report  recommending  that  leave  be  granted 
on  the  petition  of  B.  F.  Keith  for  leave  to  give  a 
series  of  sacred  concerts  at  the  Bijou  Theatre. 
commencing  Sept.  2(1,  1N87. 

Report  accepted,  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

Reports  that  licenses  be  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions  to  22  newsboys,  2  bootblacks  and  3 
peddlers. 

Reports  accepted,  liconses  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

STEAM  ENGINES. 

Aid.  Haynes,  for  the  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines,  etc.,  submitted  the  following: 

Reports  recommending  that  leave  be  granted 
to  erect  and  use  stationary  steam  engines  as  fol- 
lows: 

Frank  Ferdinand,  ono,  six-horse  power,  19 
Warren  street,  Ward  21. 

John  II.  Sullivan,  one,  12-horse  power,  199  Web- 
ster streel,  East  lioston. 

Reports  accepted,  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

Also  a  report  on  the  petition  of  S.  H.  Cochran 
tor  license  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  steam 
engine  of  two-horso  power  at  2  Central  wharf — 
That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw. 

Report  accepted 

STABLES. 

The  Chair,  for  the  Committoo  on  1  fealth(Ald.), 
submitted  reports  recommending  that  leave  be 
granted,  upon  the  usual  conditions,  to  occupy 
stables  as  follows: 

George  R.  Battis,  proposed  wooden,  one  horse, 
on  Gladstone  street,  formerly  Terraco  avenue, 
Ward  1. 

N.  Tufts,  Jr.,  old  wooden,  13  additional  horses, 
corner  Chapman  and  Miller  Streets,  Ward  5. 

fl.  H.  Fay,  proposed  brick,  four  horses,  un- 
named street,  rear  328  Beacon  street.  Ward  11. 

Thomas  I'.  Butler,  old  brick,  one  horse,  corner 
Hampshire  and  Vernon  streets,  Ward  19. 

James  Kenney,  proposed  wooden,  two  horse's, 

Quincy  street,  rear  112,  Ward  20, 
Frank    E.    Wilbur,   proposed     woodon,     two 
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horses,  corner  Humboldt  avenue  and  Crawford 
street,  Ward  21. 

J.  Donivan,  proposed  wooden,  three  horses, 
Kimball  street,  Ward  22. 

William  L.  Follan,  old  wooden,  one  horse, 
Seaverns  avenue,  Ward  23. 

Thomas  Maginnis.  proposed  wooden,  two 
horses.  Jamaica  street,  Ward  23. 

Fred  D.  Fiagg,  agent,  old  wooden,  ten  addi- 
tional horses,  Centre,  opposite  Burroughs  street, 
Ward  23. 

William  McLaughlin,  proposed  wooden,  two 
horses,  Jones  avenue.  Ward  24. 

Luther  Bloulton,  proposed  wooden,  two  horses, 
Richmond  street,  in  the  rear,  Ward  24. 

W.  H.  Edes,  proposed  wooden,  two  horses, 
Norfolk  street,  near  Walk  Hill  street,  Ward  24. 

J.  A.  Sawyer,  proposed  wooden,  one  cow,  Mar- 
ket street,  rear  No.  50,  Ward  25. 

Samuel  Appleton,  proposed  wooden,  one  horse, 
Redesdale  street,  Allston,  Ward  25. 

L.  E.  Hyde,  proposed  wooden,  two  horses, 
Gardner  street,  Allston,  Ward  25. 

Reports  severally  accepted,  leave  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving  (AldJ : 

Report  on  the  petition  of  William  R.  Cava- 
nagh  to  move  a  wooden  building  from  Blue-hill 
avenue  to  unnamed  street  corner  Geneva  ave- 
nue, Ward  24— That  leave  be  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

Report  accepted,  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

Report  and  order— That  the  superintendent  of 
streets  be  directed  to  pave  the  sidewalk  with 
brick  in  front  of  estate  of  D.  A.  Reardon,  Nos. 
8  and  10  Bower  street. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order — That  a  license  be  granted 
on  the  usual  conditions  to  Thomas  Cuddihy, 
owner  of  estate  numbered  63  on  C  street,  to 
construct  and  maintain  a  coal  scuttle  in  the 
sidewalk  in  front  cf  his  said  estate. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Also  reports  on  the  orders,  referred  at  last 
meeting  (1),  to  put  portion  of  Boylston  street  in 
proper  condition  for  public  travel,  and  (2)  to  put 
portions  of  Albion  and  Paul  streets  in  condition 
for  travel— That  said  orders  ought  to  pass. 

Reports  accepted,  and  said  orders  passed. 

armories. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Armories  on  the  petition  of  Lieu- 
tenant Edward  W.  Hagerty,  Company  B.  Ninth 
Regiment,  for  permission  to  remove  the  armory 
of  said  company — Recommending  reference  of 
the  same  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

Report  accepted,  said  reference  ordered. 

inspection  of  buildings. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith,  for  the  Committee  on  the 
Department  for  the  Inspection  of  Buildings, 
submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  the  petition  of  George  McQuesten 
&  Co.,  for  leave  to  build  a  wooden  building  on 
Borden  street,  Ward  1— That  no  action  is  neces- 
sary. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  and  order  —  That  the  inspector  of 
buildings  be  authorizad  to  issue  a  permit  to 
Austin  C.  Wellington  to  build,  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions, outside  the  building  limits,  a  wooden 
building  on  Burnham's  wharf,  Burnham  and 
Vale  streets.  Ward  15 ;  said  building  to  be  occu- 
pied for  storage. 

Report  and  order  —  That  the  inspector  of 
buildings  be  authorized  to  issue  a  permit  to  Al- 
bert Stirks  to  build,  on  the  usual  conditions,  out- 
side the  building  limits,  a  wooden  addition  to 
building  on  Saratoga  street,  No.  679,  Ward  1 ; 
said  addition  to  be  occupied  for  sanitary  pur- 
poses, main  building  occupied  for  nursery  pur- 
poses. 

Reports  severally  accepted,  orders  passed  un- 
der a  suspension  of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

projection  of  bat  window. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Inspection  of  Buildings  (Aid.)  — 
Recommending  that  a  permit  be  granted  J.  B. 
McNamara  to  project  a  bay  window  from  build- 


ing on  Henley  street,  corner  of  Putnam  street, 
Charlestown,  Ward  5. 

Report  accepted,  permit  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

THE  PORTUGUESE  FISHERMEN. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston,  ) 

Executive  Department,  \ 
Sept.  13, 1887.  ) 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  return  herewith  the  order 
passed  by  both  branches  of  the  City  Council, 
authorizing  the  mayor  to  allow  certain  Portu- 
guese to  occupy  a  portion  of  the  Great  Brewster 
island. 

I  respectfully  call  attention  to  the  following 
extracts  from  the  records  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands: 

[Copy.] 
In  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  1 
March  3,  1875.     J 
Voted,  That  the  superintendent  be  directed 
to  lease  the  island  of  Great  Brewster  to  Ben- 
jamin Dean  as  tenant-at-will  for  the  sum  of 
§100  per   annum,  and  all  improvements  made 
thereon  to  revert  to  the  city  when  he,  the  said 
Dean,  shall  he  called  upon  to  relinquish  said 
island. 

In  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  1 
August  4,  1876.     i 
The  following  communication  was  received 
from   Benjamin   Dean,  Esq.,   in    reference    to 
Great  Brewster  island : 
To  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Boston,  Aug.  4,  1S76. 
Gentlemen, — I  find  it  difficult  to  procure  others 
to  make  improvements  on  the  Great  Brewster 
because  lam atenant-at-will  merely,  andall  im- 
provements go  to  the  city. 

I  would  respectfully  request  that  you  so 
change  mv  tenure  of  the  island  that  I  shall  not 
be  disturbed  until  the  city  desires  the  island  for 
some  public  purpose,  and  that  all  future  erec- 
tions may  be  removed,  the  removal  of  which 
will  not  injure  the  realty. 

Yours  truly, 

Bekj.  Dean. 
As  Mr.  Dean  was  present  he  was  heard  in 
reference  to  said  communication ;  then  having 
retired,  it  was 

Voted,  That  this  committee  accede  to  the 
above  request,  provided,  however,  that  Mr. 
Dean's  tenancy  may  be  terminated  by  giving 
two  years'  notice,  the  years  to  run  from  July  1st 
to  July  1st. 

(Signed)  R.  W.  Heall.  Secretary. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  Hon.  Benjamin  Dean 

has  possession  of  the  island,  and,  as  he  has  paid 

rent  to  July  1,  18SS,  it  would  take  two  years  from 

that  date  to  compel  him  to  vacate. 

For  the  above  reasons  I  return  the  order  with- 
out my  approval. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 
The  message  was  assigned,  on  motion  of  Aid. 
Sullivan,  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board. 

sewers. 
~Ald.  Lee   submitted   the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Sewers  (Aid.) : 

Preambles  and  orders  for  the  construction  of 
common  sewers,  as  follows: 

In  Beach  and  Federal  streets  and  Mt.  Wash- 
ington avenue. 

Ei  Glendon  street,  between  Condor  and  Falcon 
streets. 

In  Falmouth  street,  between  West  Chester 
park  and  Cumberland  street. 

Orders  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Order,  That  the  sewer  assessment  levied 
against  the  land  of  Hazard  Stevens  for  a  sewer 
in  Eldon  street,  Dorchester,  amounting  to  $14.84, 
he  and  the  same  is  hereby  abated,  on  account 
of  said  land  being  open  as  a  public  way. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Mrs.  Dennis  Kelly  for 
abatement  of  sewer  assessment  on  estate  37M> 
and  38  Ferrin  street,  Charlestown— That  the  pe- 
titioner have  leave  to  withdraw. 

Report  accepted. 

Order  of  notice  to  take  into  consideration  on 
Monday  next,  at  4  o'clock  P.M.,  the  expediency 
of  constructing  a  common  sewer  in  Paul  Gore 
street,  between  Chestnut  avenue  and  present 
terminus  of  sewer  in  Paul  Gore  street. 

Passed. 
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Reports  on  schedules  of  the  cost  of  construct- 
ing common  sewers  in  Parker,  Gordon  and 
Rogers  streets— That  the  assessments  are  cor- 
rect, and  recommending  the  passage  of  orders 
that  the  persons  named  in  the  said  schedules 
be  and  they  hereby  are  charged  and  assessed 
with  the  sum  therein  set  to  their  respective 
names,  as  their  proportional  part  of  the  expense 
of  the  said  sewers. 

Reports  accepted.  Orders  passed  under  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

LAND  DAMAGES. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  orders  to  pay  as  fol- 
lows ; 

William  Schmehl,  $1700  for  land  taken  and 
all  damages  occasioned  by  the  relocation  of 
Harvard  street,  Dorchester,  near  Washington 
street. 

John  J.  Williams,  SH8  for  land  taken  and  all 
damages  occasioned  by  the  widening  of  Moul- 
ton  street,  at  Charlestown. 

Heirs  of  Roweua  A.  Simmons,  $146.40  for  land 
taken  and  all  damages  occasioned  by  the  widen- 
ing of  Amory  street,  at  Roxbury. 

Amanda  P.,  wife  of  A.  K.  Vaughan,  $30  for 
land  taken  and  all  damages  occasioned  by  the 
relocation  of  Bird  street  at  Dorchester,  between 
Magnolia  street  and  the  New  York  &  New  Eng- 
land railroad. 

Joseph  E.  Riley,  $225  for  land  taken  and  all 
damages  occasioned  by  the  relocation  of  Bird 
street,  at  Dorchester,  between  Magnolia  street 
and  the  New  York  &  New  England  railroad. 

Orders  severally  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 

CLOSING  OF  BRIDGES. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  the  following  orders: 

That  the  superintendent  of  bridges  is  hereby 
authorized  to  close  Chelsea-street  bridge  to 
public  travel  for  four  weeks  from  date,  or  dur- 
ing the  making  of  necessary  repairs  upon  the 
same. 

That  Congress-street  bridge  be  closed  to  pub- 
lic travel  on  Sundays  until  Nov.  1,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  necessary  repairs. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

*    REMOVAL  OF  TREES. 

Aid.  Allen  offered  the  following  orders: 

That  the  superintendent  of  Common,  etc.,  be 
directed  to  remove  a  tree  on  Forest  street,  in 
rear  of  St.  Patrick's  parochial  school. 

That  the  superintendent  of  Common  and  pub- 
lic grounds  be  directed  to  remove  two  dead 
trees  in  front  of  estate  14  Pearl  street,  Dor- 
chester. 

Orders  severally  passed  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule. 

FANEUIL    HALL. 

The  Chair  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Faneuil  Hall,  etc.,  on  the  petition  of 
N.  E.  Chase  and  others,  for  the  use  of  Faneuil 
Hall  on  the  evening  of  Sept.  15— That  the  peti- 
tioners have  leave  to  withdraw,  the  use  of  the 
hall  being  previously  granted  to  other  parties. 

Report  accepted. 

COUNTY  BUILDINGS. 

The  Chair  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  County  Buildings: 


Report  recommending  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
companying order: 

Ordered,  That  the  order  of  June  2, 1885,  grant- 
ing to  Catherine  Hickey  the  right  to  maintain 
a  fruit  stand  in  front  of  the  Court  House,  on 
Court  street,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  rescind- 
ed, said  Catherine  Hickey  having  no  further  use 
for  the  place. 

Report  recommending  that  leave  be  granted 
in  accordance  with  the  terms  contained  in  the 
accompanying  order. 

Ordered,  That  until  otherwise  ordered  F.  W. 
Bacheller  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to 
maintain  a  stand  for  the  sale  of  fruit  and  con- 
fectionary in  front  of  the  Court  House,  on  Court 
street,  upon  such  conditions  as  the  Committee 
on  County  Buildings  may  impose. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed. 

COMMON  AND   PUBLIC  GROUNDS. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  offered  an  order— That  the 
superintendent  of  common,  etc.,  be  requested  to 
put  Linwood  square  and  Cedar  square  in  proper 
condition,  the  expense  attending  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Common  and 
public  grounds. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Common  and 
Squares. 

ANNIVERSARY  OF  SETTLEMENT  OF    BOSTON. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  an  order— That  the  expenses 
attending  the  ringing  of  bells  on  Sept.  17,  the 
anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  Boston,  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  incidental  ex- 
penses. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule.  Sent 
down. 

POLICE  SIGNAL  STATION. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  offered  an  order— That  the 
Gamewell  Fire  Alarm  and  Telegraph  Company 
be  directed  to  remove  a  police  signal  station 
situated  at  the  corner  of  Gloucester  and  New- 
bury streets. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  question 
came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Aid.  Lee— I  would  like  to  inquire  if  the  right 
has  not  already  been  granted  to  the  company  to 
locate  that  station. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  offered  the  order  from 
the  fact  that  citizens  residing  on  the  corner  of 
the  street  desire  to  have  it  removed  from  there. 
But  that  is  not  my  principal  reason  for  putting 
in  this  order.  My  principal  reason  is  that  the 
station  house  in  that  locality  is  so  near  the 
alarm— only  200  feet  distant— so  that  the  alarm 
is  entirely  unnecessary  at  that  point.  I  think 
any  one  would  prefer  to  go  to  the  station  houso 
rather  than  to  the'alarm  box,  where  they  would 
have  sto  telegraph  and  wait  a  reply  if  they 
needed  help. 

.  The  order  was  passed. 

REGIMENTAL  ARMORY  BUILDING. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  offered  an  order— That  a 
special  committee,  to  consist  of  three  members 
of  this  Board,  be  appointed  to  consider  the  ex- 
pediency of  erecting  a  regimental  armory 
building:  said  building  also  to  contain  rooms 
suitable  for  meetings  of  the  G.  A.  R.  posts. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Armories. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Haynes,  at  5.43 
P.M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council. 


Thursday,  Sept.  22, 1SS7 
Regular  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  at 
7.30  P.  M,  President  Barry  in  the  chair. 

PUBLIC  AMBULANCE. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order— That  the 
city  registrar  be  directed  to  procure  an  ambu- 
lance and  equipment,  to  be  let  to  applicants  on 
reasonable  terms  for  the  conveyance  of  patients 
to  or  from  private  hospitals  or  houses  in  the 
city,  the  expense  to  be  paid  from  the  amounts 
received  as  fees  in  the  registrar's  department. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  desire  to  say.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, that  my  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
alleged  fact  that  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  an 
ambulance  in  the  citv  of  Boston  for  any  private 
parties.  The  police  and  hospital  departments 
verv  properly  refuse  to  allow  their  ambulances 
to  be  used  except  for  their  own  departments, 
and  I  understand  that  no  livery  stable  has  made 
any  preparation  in  this  direction.  It  may  be 
that  now  that  the  public  attention  is  called  to 
the  matter  some  stable  keeper  will  see  the  ad- 
vantage of  keeping  one.  In  the  meantime,  as  it 
is  a  public  convenience  which  certainly  should 
be  provided  by  some  parties,  public  or  private, 
I  move  the  reference  of  the  order  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances. 

OLD  STATE  HOUSE. 

The  following  was  received : 

Executive  Department,  1 

Sept.  22.  1887.  I 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,— I  forward  herewith  for  your  con- 
sideration a  communication  from  the  Bostonian 
Society,  petitioning  for  the  appointment  of  a 
night  watchman  at  the  Old  State  House. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

Patrick  J.  Donovan, 

Acting  Mayor. 
Memorial  Halls,  Old  State  House,  t 
Boston,  Sept.  21, 1887.  J 

Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Dear  Sir, — In  view  of  the  valuable  contents  of 
this  building,  and  the  late  events  that  threat- 
ened the  destruction  of  some  of  the  antique 
decorations  on  the  same,  in  the  night,  I  have 
been  requested  by  this  society  to  petition  your 
honorable  body  to  appoint  a  night  watchman 
here.  I  would  say  that  the  Police  Commission- 
ers declined  to  do  so.  There  is  of  course  some 
danger  of  fire,  the  night  telegraph  operators  are 
in  the  basement  through  the  night.  No  janitor 
sleeps  in  the  building.  On  one  occasion  one  of 
the  railroad  offices  had  a  gas  light  turned  on, 
unlighted,  all  night,  filling  the  place  with  gas 
in  the  morning.  A.  more  secured  feeling  would 
rest  in  the  minds  of  those  interested  if  this  ad- 
ditional safety  could  be  secured.  Inspector 
Darnrell  says:  "My  plans  and  books  could  not 
be  replaced,  and  I  recommend  your  petitioning 
for  a  night  watchman.  If  the  County  Court 
House  has  one  we  should  have  one  here." 
Respectfully  submitted  for  the  society, 

William  Clarence  Burrage,  Secretary. 
N.  B.     Will  call  and  see  your  honor  if  desired. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings. 

police  matrons. 

The  following  was  received ; 

Executive  Department.  ) 
Sept.  22,  1887.        ) 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,— I  transmit  herewith  for  your 
information,  a  copy  'of  a  communication  re- 
ceived from  the  attorney-general  of  the  com- 
monwealth, giving  notice  to  the  city  of  an  ap- 
plication which  lias  been  made  for  the  use  of 
his  name  to  a  petition  to  the  Supreme  Court  for 
a  writ  of  mandamus  to  compel  the  Board  of 
Police  and  the  City  Council  of  Boston  to  con- 
form to  the  requirements  of  law  concerning  the 
appointment  of  police  matrons.    The  aforesaid 


notice  has  been  forwarded  by  me  to  the  Law 
Department  of  the  city. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Patrick  J.  Donovan, 

Acting  Mayor. 

Attorney-General's  Department,  ) 
Commonwealth  Building, 

Boston,  Sept.  21,  1887.    ) 
To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  City  Hall, 
Boston. 

My  dear  Sir,— Application  has  been  made  to 
this  department  for  the  use  of  the  name  of  the 
attorney-general  to  a  petition  to  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  of  the  Commonwealth  for  a  writ 
of  mandamus  to  compel  the  Board  of  Police 
and  the  City  Council  to  conform  to  the  require- 
ments of  Chapter  234  of  the  acts  of  the  present 
year,  relative  to  the  appointment  of  police  ma- 
trons and  the  establishment  of  a  house  of  de- 
tention for  women  in  the  city  of  Boston. 

In  compliance  with  the  practice  of  this  de- 
partment this  notice  is  now  given,  in  order  that 
you  may  take  any  action  in  the  matter  or  make 
any  suggestions  which  shall  seem  to  you  proper. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Harvey  N.  Shepard, 
Assistant  Attorney-General. 
Mr.  Sanger— I  move  reference  of  the  matter 
to  the  Committee  on  Police. 

Mr.  Whall— I  move,  as  an  amendment,  its 
reference  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  which 
has  this  whole  subject  of  police  matrons  before 
it  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Sanger  accepted  the  amendment  and  the 
matter  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

WATER  WORKS. 

A  request  was  received  from  the  Boston 
Water  Board  for  an  appropriation  of  $150,000 
for  extension  of  mains,  to  cover  the  necessary 
expenditures  for  the  year  18S8. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

OLD  franklin  schoolhouse. 

Under  suspension  of  the  rule  Mr.  Whall  sub- 
mitted the  following  from  the  Committee  on 
Finance : 

Report  on  the  communication  (referred  Aug. 
22,  1S87)  from  the  superintendent  of  public  build- 
ings relative  to  the  dangerous  condition  of  the 
old  Franklin  schoolhouse,  and  the  order  (re- 
ferred Sept.  8,  1887).  requesting  the  Finance 
Committee  to  provide  the  means  to  repair  the 
same— Recommending  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  be  authorized 
t  J  transfer  the  unexpended  balance  of  the  ap- 
propriation for  site  of  Engine  House  No.  6  to  a 
special  appropriation  for  repairing  the  old 
Franklin  schoolhouse,  and  the  superintendent 
of  public  buildings  is  hereby  authorized  to 
make,  forthwith,  the  necessary  repairs  on  said 
building  by  contract  or  otherwise. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question 
came  on  giving  the  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wilson— Before  we  proceed  to  vote  upon 
that  I  should  like  to  have  some  information  as 
to  whether  the  unexpended  balance  from  the  ap- 
propriation for  Engine  House  No.  0  will  put  this 
building  in  thorough  repair. 

Mr.  Whall— From  the  best  information  the 
Committee  on  Finance  was  able  to  obtiin,  from 
the  superintendent  of  public  buildings  and  the 
inspector  of  buildings,  it  was  led  to  believe  that 
about  $8000  would  be  amply  sufficient  to  put  the 
Franklin  schoolhouse  in  a  tenantable  condition, 
and  to  make  it  fit  for  the  purposes  to  which  the 
wisdom  of  the  City  Council  has  seen  fit  for  the 
past  years  to  devote  it.  Gentlemen  will  remem- 
ber that  the  appropriation  by  the  city  for  Engine 
House  No.  6  was  $30,000.  Of  this  sum  we  spent 
for  the  purchase  of  land  $21,750,  thereby  leav- 
ing a  surplus  from  that  appropriation  amount- 
ing to  $8250.  That  amount  of  money,  if  not 
transferred  now,  will  have  to  be  transferred  at 
some  other  time,  because  Engine  House  No.  6 
needs  no  more  land,  and  we  have  saved  by  our 
purchases,  in  that  particular,  $8250  of  the  amount 
originally  appropriated.  Now  the  question 
comes,  Snail  we  devote  this  $8250  to  the  purpose 
of  making  good  and  tenantable  the  premises 
now  known  as  the  Franklin  schoolhouse?  From 
the  investigation  which  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance made,  it  was  thought  best  for  the  inter- 
ests of  the  city  that  that  property  should  be  put 
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in  a  tenautable  condition  immediately,  and  as 
the  City  Council  itself  has  already  stated  for 
what  purpose  this  building  is  to  be  used,  and 
since  in  its  wisdom  it  has  seen  fit  to  give  this  as 
a  kind  of  rendezvous  for  the  Grand  Army  posts, 
the  committee,  basing  their  action  on  the  ex- 
pression of  opinion  of  members  of  the  City 
Council  last  Monday,  thought  best  to  fit  that 
building  up  immediately.  I  don't  know  that  the 
gentleman  desires  me  to  go  any  further. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman 
if  the  committee  considered  the  advisability  of 
building  upon  the  Franklin  schoolhouse  lot  in 
preference  to  repairing  the  present  old  build- 
ing, and  whether  the  merits  of  that  question 
presented  themselves  to  the  committee, 

Mr.  Whall- I  will  enlighten  the  gentleman. 
The  committee  based  all  its  action  upon  the 
idea  that  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston 
desired  to  make  this  place  the  headquarters  of 
the  Grand  Army  posts.  The  only  question, 
then,  that  presented  itself  to  the  committee 
was,  shall  we  take  down  the  building  that  is 
there  at  present  and  erect  a  newbuiling,  or  shall 
we  repair  the  present  building?  We  investigated 
the  matter— at  least  some  of  us  did — outside  of 
the  committee,  and  gave  the  result  of  our  in- 
vestigations in  the  committee,  and  they  amoun- 
ted to  this:  To  put  a  building  upon  that  site 
would  require  an  outbiy  of  $75,000.  The  finances 
of  the  city  of  Boston  are  todiy  in  such  a  condi- 
tion that  we  are  not  able  to  pay  out  $75,000,  and 
we  thought  that  the  objects  of  the  City  Council 
could  be  best  subserved  by  the  appropriation  of 
such  a  small  amount  as  $8250  for  the  repair  of 
the  building.  If  gentlemen  for  a  moment  would 
seem  to  doubt  the  wisdom  of  devoting  this 
amount  to  the  use  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  then  I  have  only  this  to  say:  The 
Franklin  schoolhouse  is  at  present  the  head- 
quarters for  over  one  half  of  the  members  of 
the  Grand  Army  in  Boston  and  its  immediate 
vicinity.  I  was  informed  by  the  only  al- 
derman who  is  a  veteran  of  the  late  un- 
pleasantness—Aid. Smith— that  Post  7  num- 
bers within  its  ranks,  over  one  half  of  the 
total  membership  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public in  this  neighborhood,  and  Post  15  occu- 
pies the  premises  with  it.  Together,  these  two 
posts  comprise  the  great  bulk  of  the  member- 
ship of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  in  this 
neighborhood,  and  it  was  the  sentiment  of  the 
committee— and  these  posts  themselves  ex- 
pressed their  willingness  to  abide  by  the  senti- 
ment of  the  committee — that  this  place  should 
be  a  great  headquarters  for  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  in  and  about  Boston,  and  that  any 
post  which  desired  to  have  its  headquarters  in 
the  old  Franklin  schoolhouse,  should  be  at 
liberty  to  go  there  and  occupy  the  premises  and 
occupy  the  building  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  present  tenants.  I  don't  suppose  the  gen- 
tleman wants  me  to  go  into  the  question  of 
whether  or  not  the  city  of  Boston  should  pro- 
vide. 

Mr.  Ladd— Is  there  room  there  for  more  posts 
than  are  now  provided  for? 

Mr.  Whall— There  is  room  for  10  more  posts, 
as  of  course  there  would  be  no  necessity  for 
them  all  meeting  there  at  once.  We  haven't  a 
building,  I  suppose,  except  Mechanics'  building, 
that  is  large  enough,  and  I  doubt  if  that  is  iarge 
enough,  to  hold  all  the  veterans  of  the  late  war 
about  Boston;  but,  like  Masonic  Temple  and 
like  Odd  Fellows'  Hall,  it  will  be  used  by  differ- 
ent posts  on  different  nights.  Every  Grand 
Army  man  doesn't  attend  every  meeting  of  his 
post,  and  the  meetings  are  so  arranged  that 
they  will  not  conflict  with  one  another.  In  the 
committee  there  was  not  a  dissenting  voice ;  at 
least,  not  one  that  I  could  hear,  and  there  was 
certainly  no  voice  which  had  strength  enough 
to  make  itself  patent  in  a  minority  report 
against  the  wisdom  of  the  course  proposed. 

Mr.  Frost— After  listening  to  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman,  and  taking  into  consideration 
the  fact  that  this  building  is  in  so  good  a  place 
for  the  use  of  the  Grand  Army,  and  can  be  re- . 
paired  with  so  slight  au  expenditure  as  $8250, 
and  the  fact  that  it  will  not  increase  the  tax 
levy,  as  it  has  been  already  appropriated,  but 
not  expended,  and  can  be  transferred  from  that 
object  to  this,  I  think,  sir,  that  the  proposed  ac- 
tion would  be  very  wise  action  for  us  to  take. 
We  know  that  the  members  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic  are  the  veterans  of  the  war ;  we 
know  that  most  of  them  are  old  men  and  are 
growing  older  every  year,  and  their  numbers 


are  every  year  growing  less ;  and  I  think,  sir, 
that  we  can  do  no  better  than  by  giving  this 
schoolhouse  to  these  people  for  their  rendez- 
vous. 1  hope,  sir.  that  every  member  of  the 
Council  will  feel  the  same. 

Mr.  Perkins— I  am  heartily  in  sympathy  with 
this  plan,  and  if  $8000  or  $10,000  will  put  the 
building  in  good  sliape,  certainly  no  one  here 
would  vote  against  it.  The  only  thing  that  occurs 
to  me  here  is  this.  I  would  ask  if  the  commit- 
tee considered  the  vacant  land.  There  is  quite 
a  large  piece  of  vacant  land  there,  which  I  do 
not  see  any  use  for.  There  is  quite  a  large  yard, 
which  of  itself  could  contain  a  pretty  large 
building.  Of  course  that  land  is  pretty  valua- 
ble now,  and  is  growing  more  so  every  year, 
and  I  suppose  the  time  is  not  very  far  distant 
when  it  will  be  in  demand  and  somebody  will 
like  to  buy  it  at  a  good  price.  Still,  perhaps  it 
is  best  not  to  look  too  far  ahead.  I  would  ask 
if  the  committee  thought  of  that? 

Mr.  Whall— I  forgot,  when  answering  the 
other  gentleman,  to  state  that  the  committee 
did  think  of  that,  and  probably  that  thought 
was  the  controlling  one  in  its  action.  Nobody 
who  knows  the  facts  doubts  that  in  the  imme- 
diate future,  right  in  that  locality,  will  be  need- 
ed land  for  a  steam  fire  engine,  and  we  looked 
upon  this  for  the  time  being  as  only  a  tempor- 
ary matter.  It  suited  all  parties,  and  did  not 
put  the  city  of  Boston  to  any  great  amount  of 
expense.  I  think  a  great  deal  of  the  land  which 
the  gentleman  refers  to  will  be  needed  by  the 
city  in  the  immediate  future.  We  cannot  build 
anything  on  it  now  for  the  reason  that  we  have 
no  money  to  build.  To  put  a  new  building  on 
that  large  piece  of  land  would  probably  cost 
pretty  nearly  $75,000,  and  we  haven't  the  money 
to  spend.  We  did  think,  however,  of  a  use  that 
the  land  could  be  put  to  in  the  future. 

Mr.  Perkins— To  be  sure  the  amount  asked 
for  is  not  large,  and  even  if  it  was  only  a  matter 
of  repairs  for  two  or  three  years  $8000  or  $10,000 
would  be  a  reasonable  expenditure.  But  I  think 
the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  that  land  will 
be  in  the  market,  and  private  capitalists  will  be 
probably  glad  to  buy  it  at  a  good  price.  It  isn't 
a  fit  place  for  a  schoolhouse,  as  it  is  too  noisy 
there,  but  as  there  seems  to  be  a  large  number 
of  new  playhouses,  theatres  and  opera  houses 
springing  up  in  that  neighborhood,  there 
may  be  a  demand  for  still  more  and  the 
land  may  he  disposed  of  in  that  way.  I 
suppose  that  none  of  the  Grand  Army  posts 
would  object  to  moving  a  short  distance 
to  any  convenient  point  in  the  city  of  Boston— 
and  if  it  should  occur  that  there  should  be  any 
demand  for  that  land  in  the  near  future,  and  if 
the  city  of  Boston  should  have  the  opportunity 
to  sell  everything  as  it  stands,  we  might  do  so, 
and  then  buy  or  build  somewhere  else,  where 
land,  perhaps,  would  not  be  so  valuable  as  it  is 
there,  a  building  in  which  the  Grand  Army 
posts  would  be  better  accommodated  than  they 
would  be  in  this  building  they  now  occupy.  I 
simply  speak  of  this  because  land  at  that  place 
must  be  worth  more  per  foot  than  land  in  many 
other  parts  of  the  city  which  would  be 
more  convenient  for  Grand  Army  posts. 
I  certainly  am  in  favor  of  taking  care 
of  the  Grand  Army  posts,  and  am  will- 
ing to  do  everything  I  can  for  them, 
and  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  begrudging 
them  anything.  But  if  it  is  going  to  cost  $25,000 
or  $30,000  to  repair  the  building,  it  is  worth 
thinking  about,  and  it  is  a  question  whether  we 
should  put  the  money  out  now  in  that  direc- 
tion, when  possibly  in  a  short  time  it  would 
he  only  thrown  away. 

Mr.  Ladd— The  gentleman  from  Ward  7  asks 
if  I  wish  to  oppose  the  Grand  Army  receiving 
the  use  of  this  land  and  property?  I  answer 
him  that  I  certainly  do  not  oppose  that.  I  re- 
cognize, as  fully  as  any  one  does  the  just  claims 
which  the  Grand  Army  men  have  upon  us  and 
upon  the  city  of  Boston;  but,  at  the  same  time,  1 
do  not  think  that  the  taxpayers  of  the  city  of 
Boston  should  be  called  upon  to  shoulder 
every  burden,  and  when  we  grant  the  Grand 
Army  people  a  place  free  of  rent,  it  seems 
to  mo  that  that  is  probably  about  all 
we  should  be  expected  to  do,  as  a  city  relying 
upon  the  taxpayers  for  the  means  to  accomplish 
our  ends.  I,  of  course,  would  not  object  to  this 
small  sumbeing  granted  fur  the  purpose  of  mak- 
ing these  repairs,  if  it  will  be  sufficient  to  ac- 
complish the  work,  but  I  am  not  fully  satisfied 
yet  that  it  will  be  sufficient.    Cortainly  I  got  the 
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impression  from  the  reports  in  regard  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  walls,  that  they  practically  would 
have  to  be  taken  down  and  rebuilt,  and  if  that 
be  so,  certainly  no  S8250  would  accomplish  that 
work.  I  would  like  to  be  pretty  certain  before 
we  grant  this  money  that  it  will  be  enough  to 
put  that  building  in  tenantable  condition.  If  it 
willido  so  I  certainly  will  not  object,  because  I 
can  see  that  the  front  land  may  be  used  in  the 
future  for  other  purposes,  either  by  the  city  or 
by  private  individuals,  to  great  advantage. 
It  had  occured  to  me,  after  hearing  the  debate 
in  the  other  branch  of  the  city  government,  that 
the  best  plan  would  be  to  grant  a  long  lease  of 
these  premises  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public, and  allow  them  to  build  such  a  building 
as  would  be  adapted  to  their  purposes,  upon  it, 
giving  them  the  land  free  of  rent,  together  with 
the  old  building,  to  be  used  in  the  construction 
of  the  new  one.  That  I  for  one  would  he  entire- 
ly willing  to  do.  But  as  the  committee  have 
investigated  the  matter  and  have  come  to  a  dif- 
ferent conclusion,  I  am  bound  to  admit  that 
they  have  probably  learned  more  facts  in 
regard  to  it  than  I  have,  and  I  shall  not  oppose 
it. 

Mr.  Carroll— While  I  am  not  opposed  to  the 
order  as  offered  by  the  gentleman  for  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  I  still  think  that  a  better 
use  can  be  made  of  the  building  than  the  pres- 
ent one.  Now  I  have  had  a  good  knowledge  of 
the  building — having  gone  to  school  there  for  a 
number  of  years  in  the  past,  and  I  remember 
that  even  at  that  time  the  building  used  to 
shake.  The  basement  used  to  be  damp  after  a 
heavy  rain  in  the  summer  time,  and  the  school- 
room on  a  level  with  the  yard  used  sometimes 
to  be  overflowed.  Certainly  if  that  happens  to- 
day the  building  must  be  damp,  and  the  chil- 
dren had  to  leave  it.  Today  we  are  trying  to 
make  arrangements  for  the  militia  regiments 
throughout  the  city,  and  we  provide  every  year 
larg»- amounts  for  repairs  of  armories.  Isn't  it 
better  to  put  up  a  building  there  which  will 
answer  for  an  armory  headquarters,  as  well  as  a 
portion  being  used  by  the  posts  of  the  Grand 
Army?  The  amount  of  money  we  annually  ex- 
pend on  repairs  for  armories  to  private  parties 
would  more  than  pay  the  interest  on  the  large 
amount  necessary  to  put  up  a  new  building. 
The  gentleman  stated  that  it  would  cost  $75,000 
to  put  up  a  new  building  there.  I  think  it  would 
be  well  to  erect  such  a  building.  The  land  is 
sufficient,  and  there  is  a  good  passage  in  the 
rear  which  would  make  a  good  entrance  for  an 
armory  which  would  be  put  up  there  for  any 
regiment.  I  believe  a  part  of  the  land  in  the 
schooihouse  lot  is  to  be  held  for  fire  purposes. 
One  corner  of  the  building  could  be  left  for  that 
purpose,  or  the  building  could  be  constructed  so 
that  a  part  of  it  could  be  used  for  fire  purposes, 
and  I  think  the  most  economical  thing  for  the 
city  to  do  would  be  to  tear  down  the  old  build- 
ing, put  up  a  new  building  there  ana  allow  a 
part  of  it  to  the  Grand  Army  for  their  use  for- 
ever while  in  existence.  It  will  be  found,  in  the 
end,  better  to  do  that  than  to  continually  pile 
up  expenses  for  patching  repairs,  which  are 
only  made  as  a  makeshift  and  will  not  stand. 
If  you  repair  this  building  as  is  proposed,  it  will 
he  only  a  question  of  two  or  three  years  when  it 
will  again  be  in  bad  condition.  Is  it  well  to 
throw  awav  $8000  for  repairs  which  will  last  but 
two  or  three  years?  I  say  it  is  not.  No  matter 
who  wants  it  done,  no  matter  how  near  or  how 
dear  they  may  be  to  us.  I  don't  think  it  would 
be  wise.  I  think  it  would  be  better  for  the  com- 
mittee to  reconsider  their  plan  and  see  if  they 
cannot  devise  some  means  to  sell  some  land  in 
the  city  of  Boston  for  the  putting  up  of  a  new 
building  in  the  city  of  Boston  to  answer  the 
purposes  which  I  have  referred  to.  I  am  in 
favor  of  returning  the  report  and  order  to  the 
Finance  Committee  for  their  consideration. 

Mr.  Whall  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Barry— I  did  not  intend  to  say  a  word  on 
this  matter,  but  the  statement  has  been  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  15  that  the  cellar^ 
of  the  old  Franklin  schooihouse  are  damp  and 
frequently  the  tide  comes  into  the  yard  Now, 
I  desire  to  say  that  the  old  Franklin  school- 
house  is  in  the  ward  I  live  in.  I  have  gone  to 
school  in  the  Franklin  grammar  schooihouse, 
and  I  can  assure  you,  gentlemen  and  members 
of  the  Common  Council,  that  at  no  time  during 
my  day  has  there  been  an  inch  of  what  would 
be  termed  tide-water  in  that  yard,  although 
there  might,  perhaps,  be  a  little  rain-water  oc- 


casionally. That  I  know  positively.  But  now, 
Mr.  President  and  gentlemen  of  the  Council,  I 
will  tell  you  one  fact  which  I  honestly  believe 
and  know  thoroughly.  If  it  hadn't  been  for  a 
syndicate  which  was  formed,  and  which  has 
already  bDnded  the  property  on  the  corner  of 
Washington  and  Dover  streets — the  old  Wash- 
ingtonian  Home — you  would  never  have  had 
this  question  of  the  safety  of  the  building  coming 
up  here.  But  through  some  undercurrent  it  was 
made  out  that  the  walls  were  unsafe  and  that 
the  building  needed  repair.  There  is  no  douut 
it  does  need  repair,  but  the  plan  of  that  syndi- 
cate was  to  bond  the  property  on  the  corner  of 
Dover  and  Washington  streets — the  old  Wash- 
ingtonian  Home— and  tken  have  the  Grand 
Army  posts  vacate  the  Old  Franklin  school- 
house,  which  should  be  sold  at  public  auction, 
so  that  they  might  put  up  a  large  model  hotel 
there.  That  is  the  bottom  of  the  whole  matter, 
and  within  a  week  I  have  talked  with  one  of 
the  leading  Grand  Array  men  of  Boston,  who 
told  me  this,  that  the  Franklin  schooihouse 
contained  more  than  one  half  the  Grand  Army 
men  of  Boston,  and  that  the  Grand  Army 
halls  were  always  ready  and  free  to  he  used 
hy  all  Grand  Army  people.  Posts  7  and  15 
do  not  always  occupy  the  Franklin  schooihouse, 
and  they  are  willing  and  ready  at  anjStime  to 
give  it  up  to  their  brothers  when  notice  is  given 
so  that  it  wrill  not  conflict  with  their  own  meet- 
ings. They  themselves  meet  there  two  nights 
in  the  week.  Mr.  President,  we  talk  of  putting 
up  a  memorial  hall.  It  is  very  easy  for  the  city 
of  Boston  to  have  a  memorial  hall  erected  at 
any  time  they  see  fit  to  do  so.  The  tenants  there 
are  tenants  at  will  and  would  require  but  three 
months'  notice,  so  that  it  would  be  an  easy  mat- 
ter for  the  city  government  to  get  them  out  if  it 
was  thought  fit  to  put  up  a  large  building  there. 
I  certainly  trust  that  the  good  judgment  of  this. 
Council  will  suggest  to  them  the  passage  of  this 
appropriation  tonight  to  put  that  Franklin 
schooihouse  m  good  condition.  It  is  not  for  me 
to  say  that  the  men  deserve  it.  I  am  satisfied 
that  in  15  years  from  today,  or  in  .0  years  at  the 
latest,  there  will  not  be  a  Grand  Army  man 
within  the  limits  of  the  12  wards  of  Boston  who 
cannot  be  taken  care  of  under  the  roof  of  the  old 
Franklin  schooihouse.  So  I  certainly  hope  that 
this  appropriation  will  be  provided,  and  I  hope 
there  will  not  be  a  dissenting  voice  against  it. 

President  Barry  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  McNary — I  know  nothing  in  regard  to 
the  foundation  of  the  stories  told  by  the  honor- 
able gentleman  who  is  president  of  this  Council 
in  regard  to  the  proposed  purchase  of  this  land 
for  a  family  hotel,  but  I  think  it  rather  sus- 
picious, in  view  of  the  talk  of  giving  it  to  these 
.people,  that  such  a  statement  should  he  made 
regarding  the  condition  of  this  building.  There 
is  no  question,  however,  as  to  the  fact  that 
the  building  is  unsafe  and  needs  repairs.  As 
I  understand  it,  the  building  has  been  pro- 
nounced unsafe  by  the  inspector  of  buildings, 
and  if  it  is  not  repaired  it  will  have  to  he  taken 
down.  Under  the  circumstances  what  can  be 
done?  You  have  either  got  to  have  the  build- 
ing repaired,  or  it  will  he  shortly  taken  down, 
and  the  Grand  Army  posts  will  be  deprived  of 
their  quarters.  I  think  that  no  one  desires  to 
see  that.  It  is  very  well  to  discuss  the  idea,  and 
perhaps  the  idea  would  be  a  feasible  one,  of 
selling  this  building  and  putting  up  a  large 
memorial  hall  for  the  use  of  the  Grand  Army 
posts.  But  I  want  to  point  out  this  fact,  that 
we  have  this  money  which  is  proposed  to  he  de- 
voted to  repairs  at  the  present  time,  and  it  can 
be  properly,  legally  and  easily  transferred  to 
that  building.  We  have  no  money  for  a  memo- 
rial hall,  and  we  are  not  likely  to  have  any  this 
year,  and  if  we  do  not  repair  the  building  it  will 
be  taken  down.  Under  the  circumstances  what 
we  ought  to  do  is  to  transfer  the  money  and  re- 
pair the  building.  If  the  idea  of  putting  up  a 
memorial  hall  strikes  the  members  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  and  of  the  Common  Council  favor- 
ably, it  can  be  urged  next  year  when  the  ques- 
tion of  appropriations  comes  up.  This  is  no 
time  to  urge  it.  I  think  it  is  due  to  the  mem- 
bers of  i he  Grand  Army  posts  that  they  should 
have  some  place  to  meet,  and  the  city  of  Boston 
should  give  them  that  place  free  of  expense.  I 
know  the  expenses  which  the  members  of  the 
Gr  nd  Army  incur  in  looking  after  their  sick 
members,  burying  their  dead,  and  in  looking 
after  the  widows  and  orphans.  Those  expenses 
are  very  heavy.    We  ought  to  make  their  ex- 


783 


COMMON     COUNCIL 


penses  as  small  as  possible  by  giving  them  free 
headquarters.  I  hope  the  money  will  be  trans- 
ferred. 

Mr.  Sanger— I  heartily  concur  in  what  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  15  has  said.  It  seems  to 
me  that  this  is  not  a  time  to  discuss  the  merits 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  because  in 
the  other  branch  those  merits  were  thoroughly 
discussed.  We  all  ifdmit  the  merits.  It  seems  to 
me  the  only  question  is  this :  The  city  of  Boston 
rented  a  schoolhouse  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  last  spring  free  of  rent.  The  building 
was  not  then  in  a  tenantable  condition :  it 
should  have  been.  It  is  found  now  that  cer- 
tain repairs  are  necessary  to  strengthen  the  in- 
terior walls  and  that  it  is  necessary  to  rebuild 
the  outer  walls.  If  that  can  be  done  at  an  ex- 
pense of  $8250,  as  I  understand  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  says  it  can  be  done,  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  repairs  should  be  made.  Then  as  the 
gentleman  from  vVard  15  says,  when  we  can  af- 
ford to  consider  the  question  of  an  armory  for 
one  of  the  regiments  of  the  city,  which  shall 
be  used  for  that  purpose  and  also  for  meetings 
of  the  posts  of  the  Grand  Army,  in  accordance 
with  the  order  that  was  introduced  into  the 
Board  at  the  last  meeting,  by  Aid.  C.  W.  Smith, 
to  the  affect  that  "a  special  committee  to  con- 
sist of*lhree  members  of  this  Board,  be  ap- 
pointed'to  consider  the  expediency  of  erecting 
a  regimental  armory  building,  said  building 
also  to  contain  rooms  suitable  for  the  meeting 
of  the  Grand  Army  posts"— when  the  committee 
appointed  by  the  aldermen  meet  and  consider 
that  question  they  can  report  upon  the  expedi- 
ency of  building  such  an  armory,  which,  it 
seems  to  me,  would  be  an  excellent  thing. 
When  such  a  building  is  built,  if  it  is  built,  it 
can  be  used  for  meetings  of  the  Grand  Army 
posts  and  also  as  a  place  of  meeting  for  one  of 
the  regiments  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Leary — 1  hope  as  a  common-sense  meas- 
ure that  the  order  which  comes  from  the 
Finance  Committee  will  be  passed.  I  have  had 
members  of  the  Grand  Army  living  in  my  ward 
speak  to  me  on  the  subject.  In  fact  we  have 
quite  a  number  of  men  over  there  who  be- 
long to  the  posts  holding  meetings  in  this 
old  Franklin  schoolhouse.  I  think  the  mat- 
ter should  be  looked  at  in  this  light: 
The  superintendent  of  public  buildings  and 
also  the  inspector  of  buildings  both  state 
that  this  building  can  be  put  in  condi- 
tion for  something  like  $SO0O.  As  has  been 
said  here,  the  city  of  Boston  at  the  present  time 
is  not  in  a  position  to  erect  a  building  costing 
from  §75,000  to  §100.000.  and  the  next  best  thing 
we  can  do  is  to  alter  and  repair  this  building 
and  put  it  in  proper  shape,  which  can  be  done, 
we  are  told,  for  $S000.  If  we  didn't  have  this  > 
building  to  give  the  ttse  of  to  the  posts  of  the 
Giand  Army,  they  would  have  to  go  outside  and 
lease  some  other  premises,  and,  in  a  short  time, 
would  expend  .^sooo  in  rent.  Now,  if  we  repaired 
this  building  and  did  not  build  another,  it  would 
last  10  or  15  years,  and  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
at  the  end  of  10  or  15  years  tiie  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  will  not  need  very  large  headquar- 
ters.   I  hope  the  order  will  pass. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  not  take  up  the  time 
of  the  Council  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  1  think 
lean  give  a  little  piece  of  confirmatory  informa- 
tion. I  take  it  for  granted  that  the  Council  is  a 
unit  on  the  fact  that  if  a  moderate  amount  of 
money  will  repair  the  building  and  fit  it  for  the 
uses  of  the  Grand  Armv,  it  should  be  expended. 
In  the  second  place  I  take  it  for  granted,  after 
the  present  discussion,  that  it  is  useless  to  talk 
now  of  building  a  new  building.  Good,  bad  or 
indifferent,  that  idea  is  not  to  be  considered  at 
the  present  time.  It  is  not  an  alternative  of 
what  we  have  before  us.  Thirdly,  in  regard  to 
the  matter  of  cost.  I  happened  accidentally  to 
got  a  piece  of  information  which  1  think  will 
interest  the  Council.  I  was  speaking  to  a  largo 
contractor,  who  is  now  building  an  addition  to 
the  Hollis-street  Theatre,  who  is  al<o  a  member 
of  one  of  the  Grand  Army  posts  and  is  perfect- 
ly familiar  with  the  building.  He  said  the 
building  as  such  was  not  going  to  tumble 
down,  nor  was  it  likely  to.  The  fact  was 
that  the  face  walls  had  commenced  to  break 
away  from  the  rear  walls,  not  owing  to  imper- 
fect construction,  as  considered  at  the  time  it 
was  made,  but  owing  to  the  fact  that  10  or  20 
years  ago  the  method  of  tying  together  the  two 
walls  was  entirely  different  from  what  is  the 
method  at  present,  being  thereby  always  liable 


to  bring  about  just  this  result.  The  face  wall 
might  scale  away  from  the  rest  of  the  building. 
He  also  told  me,  and  this  being  new  to  me,  will 
also,  I  suppose,  be  new  to  other  members  of  the 
Council,  that  the  strength  of  the  building  was 
not  affected  particularly  even  if  the  front  face 
fell  off— no  more  than  if  the  stucco  front  fell  off 
a  building.  He  also  said,  and  the  question  was 
put  to  him  by  an  architect  present,  that  on  his 
best  judgment  as  a  contractor,  knowing  the 
building  thoroughly,  these  walls  could  be  put 
back  again  and  properly  tied  in  according  to  the 
present  system  for  a  sum  a  good  deal  less  than 
the  $S000  mentioned.  I  bring  this  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Council  as  being  the  disinterested 
opinion  of  a  competent  architect  and  contractor 
that  $8000  will  undoubtedly  be  ample  to  put  the 
building  in  as  good  repair  as  any  building  need 
to  be  in.  As  I  understand  it,  the  posts  them- 
selves have  spent,  and  are  prepared  to  spend, 
whatever  money  is  necessary  for  their  own  pur- 
poses in  fitting  up  the  rooms.  We  have  only  to 
look  to  see  whether  $8000  is  ample  to  put  the 
building  in  substantial  condition,  making  it 
safe  for  the  occupancy  of  the  Dosts  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic;  and  to  my  mind,  sir,  the 
information  I  got,  coming  from  such  a  source, 
is  fully  as  worthy  of  consideration  as  the  state- 
ments of  our  official  subordinates,  who  cer- 
tainly intend  to  be  on  the  safe  side.  I  think, 
sir,  we  can  feel  perfectly  safe  in  voting  for  the 
order,  and.  believing  that  it  will  attain  the  very 
desirable  object  for  which  we  intend  it,  I  shall 
vote  for  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burr  the  main  question  was 
ordered. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading, 
read  a  second  time  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule,  and  passed;  yeas  57,  nays  0: 

Yeas— Atwood.  Barry,  Blume.  Bowman,  Burr, 
Carroll,  Chamberlain,  Clark.  Cochran,  Connolly, 
Covle,  Desmond,  Dewev,  Dolan,  Duggan.  Fisher, 
Foss,  Fottler.  Fowler,  Frost,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J. 
Gallagher,  Harrington,  Hayes.  Keliher,  Kelley. 
Kennedy,  Ladd,  Lattimore.  Leary,  Light,  Ma- 
honey,  McEnaney,  McKenna,  McNary,  F.  R. 
Morrison,  J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Norton, 
Nunan,  O'Mealey,  Perkins,  Perry.  E.  J.  Powers, 
Reilly,  Sanger,  Shaw,  Short,  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H. 
Sullivan.  R.  Sulivan,  Sundberg,Teevens,Thayer, 
Whall,  Whitmore,  Wilson— 57. 

Nays— 0. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Carstensen,  Coleman, 
Davern,  Dunn,  Gome/.,  Haggerty,  Lauten.  F. 
Morison,  J.  Murphy,  C.  C.  Powers,  Richards, 
Snow,  Tracy,  Tuttle,  Webster— 15. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider;  lost.  Sent 
up. 

THE  VINE-STREET  CHAPEL. 

,  Mr.  Dolan  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  to  ena- 
ble him  to  offer  an  order — That  the  superinten- 
dent of  public  buildings,  under  the  direction  of 
His  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  authorized  to  lease  to 
John  Golding  the  premises  on  Vine  street,  Ward 
20,  known  as  the  '"Chapel,"  for  a  term  of  throe 
months,  and  upon  such  conditions  as  may  be  for 
the  best  interests  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  trust  the  rule  will  not  be  sus- 
pended and  that  the  order  will  be  assigned  to 
half-past  8. 

The  President— It  is  only  to  suspend  the  rule 
in  order  to  allow  him  to  introduce  the  order. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  to  have  the  order  ex- 
plained. 

Mr.  Dolan— My  reason  for  offering  the  order 
is  this.  Two  gentlemen  residing  m  the  ward 
desire  to  lease  a  place  for  the  purpose  of  facil- 
itating the  woric  of  registration  in  the  ward. 
This  is  a  chapel  just  back  of  the  old  Vine-street 
Church.  The  Vine-street  Church  is  at  present 
used  for  a  wardroom,  and  will  soon  bo  used  as 
an  office  for  registration  in  the  ward.  It 
is  the  only  available  place  in  the  ward.  It  is 
the  only  available  place  in  the  ward,  and  is 
very  convenient  and  handy  to  the  office  for 
registration  in  the  ward.  It  is  desired  to  he 
leased  by  these  gentlemen  for  the  next  three 
months  Cor  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the  work 
of  registration  in  the  ward. 

Mr.  Dewey— I  would  like  to  inquire  from 
souks  member,  if  any  one  knows,  whether  this 
building  is  not  now  used  for  school  purposes? 
I  know  that  last  year  there  were  two  or  three 
classes  of  primary  scholars  in  this  building, 
and  I  supposed  they  were  in  there  now. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  Hie  order  was 
offered  and  read.     On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson 
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further  consideration  of  the  order  was  assigned 
to  8.30  P.  M. 

Later  in  the  evening  the  order  was  called  up 
by  Mr.  Dolan,  upon  whose  motion  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

1.  Report  of  Committee  on  Printing,  that  con- 
tracts have  been  executed  with  W.  O.  Robson 
and  the  Boston  Traveller  Company  respectively, 
for  reporting  and  publishing  the  proceedings  of 
the  City  Council  for  the  ensuing  year;  to- 
gether with  an  opinion  of  the  corporation  coun- 
sel on  the  subject. 

Accepted  in  concurrence. 

2.  Report  of  Committee  on  Department  for  In- 
spection of  Buildings,— no  action  necessary  on 
petition  of  George  McQuesten  &  Co.  for  leave  to 
build  a  wooden  building  on  Border  street, 
Ward  1. 

Accepted  in  concurrence. 

3.  Report  of  same  committee,  and  order  grant- 
ing a  permit  to  Austin  C.  Wellington  to  erect  a 
wooden  building  on  burnham's  wharf,  Ward  15, 
for  storage  purposes. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 

4.  Report  of  same  committee,  and  order  grant- 
ing a  permit  to  A  lbert  Stirks  to  build  a  wooden 
addition  to  building  G79  Saratoga  street,  Ward  1, 
for  sanitary  purposes-. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 
Mr.  Fottler  moved  to  reconsider  Nos.  3  and 
4;  lost: 

5.  Order  to  charge  to> "Incidental  Expenses," 
the  cost  of  ringing  bells  on  Sept.  17,  the  anniver- 
sary of  the  settlement  of  Boston. 

Read  twice,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules 
moved  by  Mr.  Burr,  and  passed  in  concurrence. 
Mr.  Frost  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  Mr.  Sanger 
submitted  the  following  from  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Fire  Department : 

Report  on  the  order  (referred  Sept.  8,  1887)  that 
a  parcel  of  land  containing  307  50  square  feet,  as 
shown  on  a  plan  made  by  Thomas  W.  Davis, 
city  surveyor,  and  dated  Sept.  6,  1887,  being  a 
portion  of  the  lot  of  engine-house  No.  12,  be  set 
off  and  annexted  to  the  lot  of  police  station  No. 
9— That  in  their  opinion  the  order  ought  to  pass 
in  concurrence. 

Accepted,  and  said  order  passed  in  concur- 
rence.   Mr.  Sanger  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

Report  on  the  order  (referred  June  27,  1887)  in- 
structing the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  to 
place  and  put  in  service  a  chemical  engine  in 
Charlestown— That  in  their  opinion  the  order 
ought  to  pass. 

Accepted,  and  said  order  passed,  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule.  Mr.  Sanger  moved  to  re- 
consider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  suspend  the  rule,  so  as 
to  admit  reports  from  the  Finance  Committee ; 
carried. 

PAVING  DEPARTMENT  WHARF. 

Mr.  Whall  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Finance  Committee  on  the  order  (referred  Sept. 
0,  1887)  authorizing  the  city  auditor  to  transfer 
the  sum  of  $50,000  from  the  special  appropria- 
tion, Wharf,  Paving  Department,  to  the  Sewer 
Department — That  in  their  opinion  no  action  is 
necessary. 

Accepted.    Sent  up. 

ERECTION  OF  SUNDRY  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Whall  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Finance  Committee  on  the  order  (referred  June 
20,  1887)  directing  the  city  architect,  under  the 
direction  of  the  mayor,  to  proceed  at  once  with 
the  erection  of  certain  buildings— That  in  their 
opinion  the  order  ought  to  pass. 
.  'Die  report  was  accepted,  and  said  order  was 
ordered  to  a  second  reading,  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  city  architect,  under  the 
direction  of  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  directed 
to  proceed  at  once  with  erection  of  the  high 
schoolhouse,  Roxbury,  grammar  schoolhouse, 
South  Boston,  Horace  Mann  schoolhouse.  New- 
bury street,  and  the  building,  for  outpatients  at 
the  City  Hospital,  and  all  expenses  thereof  to 
be  chargea  to  the  special  appropriations  made 
therefor. 

Mr.  Wilson— Before  this  matter  proceeds  any 
further  I  would  like  to  ask  a  word  of  explana- 
tion from  the  Finance  Committee  as  to  why 
such  an  order  as  this  is  necessary? 


Mr  Whall— The  only  necessity  for  introducing 
an  order  of  this  kind  is  that  during  the  past  few 
years  there  has  grown  up  a  custon— the  fact  of 
my  not  being  connected  with  the  government 
before  that  does  not  warrant  me  in  saying 
whether  the  custom  has  had  any  prevalence 
heretofore;  but  there  has  grown  up  such  a 
custom— among  the  heads  of  departments  of 
doing  pretty  much  as  they  please.  The  head  of 
a  department  having  charge  of  the  construc- 
tion of  a  building  is  not  satisfied  with  tbe  ap 
propriation  which  we  make,  and  the  money  lies 
idle  in  our  treasury,  the  head  of  the  department 
waiting  and  thinking  the  happy  time  will  come 
when,  m  a  moment  of  weakness  or  extra  gener- 
osity, a  City  Council  will  be  found  willing  to  get 
up  to  the  large  ideas  of  the  department,  corpora- 
tion or  officer  having  charge  of  the  building  that 
is  sought  to  be  built.  We  will  take  one  case : 
Several  yeais  ago  the  trustees  of  the  City  Hospi- 
tal came  to  the  City  Council  of  Boston  asking 
that  a  building  for  outpatients  migbt 
be  built,  and  requesting  an  appropria- 
tion for  that  purpose.  Upon  the  invita- 
tion of  the  trustees  the  City  Council  vis- 
ited the  place,  and  to  the  members  of  tbe  gov- 
ernment was  explained  the  great  urgent  neces- 
sity for  the  building  to  be  constructed  im- 
mediately. To  the  question  put  by  representa- 
tives of  the  government,  viz :  what  was  the  size 
of  the  appropriation  requested?  the  answer  was 
given  by  those  in  authority  at  the  hospital,  ten 
thousand  dollars.  The  government  were  as- 
sured that  an  appropriation  of  $10,000  would 
cover  all  expenses  in  connection  with  the 
building  for  outpatients.  The  appropriation 
was  made.  Some  halt  took  place  m  the  pro- 
ceedings. The  next  year  the  trustees  again 
came  knocking  at  our  doors.  They  said :  There 
was  some  mistake  in  the  original  estimate ;  we 
have  to  build  two  new  walls;  the  old  founda- 
tions are  not  strong  enough  to  be  built  upon, 
and  these  alterations— or  this  necessity  of 
which  we  were  not  cognizant  before— compel  us 
to  ask  for  $9000  more.  And  the  city  govern- 
ment gave  them  $9000  more,  making  $19,000. 
That  money  was  appropriated  over  14  montbs 
ago,  and  when  it  was  given— I  know  whereof  I 
speak,  because  I  introduced  the  order  to  give 
them  that  extra  $9000— we  had  the  assurance  of 
the  trustees  of  the  City  Hospital  that 
$19,000  would  fill  the  bill,  and  that  the 
building  could  and  would  be  completed 
for  that  amount.  Upon  that  assurance 
the  extra  $9000  was  appropriated.  That 
$19,000  has  remained  in  our  treasury  up  to  the 

E resent  momeait,  and  not  a  single,  solitary  cent 
as  been  taken  from  it.  Objects  that  demanded 
the  urgent  attention  of  tbe  city  government  of 
Boston  have  been  put  aside  because  we  did  not 
have  money  enough,  and  all  this  time  not  only 
this  $19,000  but  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars 
of  the  city  of  Boston's  money  have  been  lying 
in  our  vaults  unused.  Today  our  Sewer  Depart- 
ment is  crying  for  money ;  the  health  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Boston  demands  that  we  should  hearken 
to  the  voice  that  comes  to  us  from  that  depart- 
ment. Still,  we  are  with  our  hands  tied,  be- 
cause the  wisdom  of  the  heads  of  the  several  de- 
partments, our  trustees,  our  chief  corporations, 
say:  We  haven't  got  quite,  enough  money  now; 
we  will  keep  what  we  have  got,  in  the  hope  of 
getting  more;  the  City  Council  will  some  time 
come  up  to  our  ideas.  And  all  this  time  the  city 
of  Boston  is  so  poor  that  it  cannot  do  necessary 
work;  it  cannot  do  work  that  is  essentially 
necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  health  of 
its  citizens.  Yet  all  this  time  we  bav-3  money 
locked  up  in  our  vaults,  or  represented  in  our 
bank  accounts,  that  would  amply  satisfy 
even  the  largest  demands  of  our  departments. 
Now,  Mr.  President,  what  connection  has  tbis 
with  the  subject  before  us?  It  has  tbis 
connection.  We  want  this  policy  stopped.  If 
the  city  government,  by  its  representatives 
here  and  in  the  upper  chamber,  say  that  $19,000 
shall  be  appropriated  for  a  building,  we  want 
our  city  architect,  our  trustees  of  the  City  Hos- 
pital, our  trustees  of  the  Public  Library,  we 
want  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  know  that  when 
they  have  got  that  $19,000,  they  must  spend  it  as 
we  see  fit.  We  do  not  want  them  to  come  in 
here  and  ask  for  appropriations  and  then  let  an 
appropriation  lie  in  the  treasury  and  wait  and 
wait,  constantly  gathering  in  accretions  to  that 
appropriation  until  it  becomes  tlnee  or  four 
times  as  large  as  the  amount  originally  asked 
for.    Look  at  the  appropriation  sought  for  this 
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outpatient  building.  When  it  was  originally 
before  us  the  largest  estimate  was  .$10,000.  After 
getting  $9000  additional  last  year,  they  corne  in 
this  year  and  want  .$  10,000  more;  they  cannot 
erect  a  building,  they  say,  for  less  than  $35,000. 
Now  the  time  has  come  for  us  to  say,  Halt ! 
Come  in  and  be  honest  with  the  government. 
Tell  us  what  you  want.  Ask  for  what 
voir  think  will  complete  the  work.  Don't 
bamboozle  us.  Don't  throw  dust  in  the 
eyes  of  the  taxpayers  of  the  city  of 
Boston.  It  is  the  throwing  of  this  money  into 
the  Appropriation  bill  that  has  left  us  in  the 
critical  financial  condition  we  are  in  today. 
When  we  appropriate  money  our  officers  must 
know  that  they  must  spend  that  money,  and 
that  they  must  not  have  the  right  and  discre- 
tion, when  a  building  is  sought  to  be  built,  to 
keep  the  money  in  the  treasury  until  they  rind 
a  City  Council  weak  enough  to  give  them  more 
money.  Holding  on  to  these  appropriations  is 
not  only  against  the  interest  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton in  keeping  idle  money  which  we  need,  but 
it  is  a  constant  source  of  temptation  in  that  it  is 
an  example  to  all  the  departments  to  think  that 
the  first  appropriation  is  not  final :  but  if  they 
are  dissatisfied  with  the  first  bite  of  the  cherry 
they  get,  what  is  left  of  that  same  cherry  will 
be  held  until  later  on  some  good-natured  City 
Council  will  let  them  swallow  the  rest,  stone 
and  all.  That  is  the  reason  for  this  order 
There  are  those  who  say  that  the  present  appro- 
priations for  the  Roxbury  High  School,  the 
Horace  Mann  School  and  the  building  for 
outpatients  are  amply  sufliicent  to  erect  a 
building  good  enough  for  the  purposes  named. 
The  time  has  come  when  the  city  of  Boston 
through  its  Common  Council  and  Board  of 
Aldermen,  should  say  that  our  public  buildings 
are  intended  for  use  and  not  for  ornament.  I 
believe  that  if  we  should  scrutinize  hereafter 
every  demand  for  appropriation  for  public 
buildings,  that  we  should  cut  off  the  ginger 
bread  and  filagree  work,  and  get  the  plans  down 
to  the  solid,  substantial,  necessary  work,  and 
then  make  our  officials  spend  the  appropriations 
as  we  want  them  spent  and  not  as  they  want  to 
spend  them,  we  will  be  doingthebusiness  of  the 
city  of  Boston  in  a  business-Tike  way. 

Mr.  Leahy— I  wish  to  give  one  reason  why  we 
ought  to  nass  this  appropriation  tonight:  I  was 
conversing  with  Mr.  Chapin  yesterday  at  Wor- 
cester and  he  said  that  the  schools  in  South  Bos- 
ton were  crowded  and  that  we  should  have  to 
either  build  new  buildings  or  hire  buildings  for 
the  schools.  I  know  that  this  slate  of  affairs 
exists  in  South  Boston,  and  1  know  that  the 
same  necessity  exists  in  Roxbury.  These  mat- 
ters were  acted  on  last  year.  In  each  case  em- 
braced in  this  order,  the  building  is  a  matter  of 
urgent  necessity.  We  have  appropriated  $90,000 
foranewhighschoolhou.se  in  Roxbury.  Now 
I  am  not  possessed  of  much  business  tact,  but  I 
am  of  the  opinion  that  $90,000  will  erect  a  good 
schoolhouse  there.  I  am  sure  that  .$74,000  will 
do  the  same  thing  in  South  Boston,  and  that  the 
amount  appropriated  for  the  Horace  Mann 
schoolhouse  is  sufficient.  There  is  no  reason 
why  the  proper  officers  should  not  go  ahead  and 
erect  these  buildings,  and  I  hope  we  shall  vote 
tonigat  to  instruct  them  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Wilson — While  I  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  7  in  the  greater  part  of  what  ho 
said  as  to  the  necessity  for  going  on  and  com- 
pleting these  buildings,  and  as  to  the  wisdom  of 
so  doing,  still  I  think  the  order,  as  introduced 
here,  is  wrongly  worded.  I  do  not  see  that  it 
can  amount  to  anything  at  all.  It  in  substance 
directs  the  mayor  to  do  what  he  says  he  will  not 
do.  We  have  a  message  from  the  mayor  to  us— 
Document  142— giving  reasons,  which  seem  to 
be  good,  why  the  money  appropriated  for  these 
identical  buildings  should  not  bo  expended.  He 
is  entrusted  with  the  executive  business  of  this 

government;  we  have  no  power  to  control, 
irectly  or  indirectly,  the  expenditure  of  any 
funds,  or  the  erection  or  alteration  of  a.ny  build- 
ing. Now,  Mr.  President,  if  the  City  Council 
desire  to  say  to  the  mayor  that  in  their  opinion 
it  is  well,  or  that  it  is  desirable,  or  that  there  is 
a  necessity,  to  proceed  with  the  erection  of  these 
buildings,  I  will  vote  for  that  measure.  But  to 
pass  an  order  here,  in  substance  directing  the 
mayor  to  do  that  in  which  we  have  no  power  or 
authority  to  direct  him,  seems  to  me  to  be  not 
only  unwise  but  very  childish.  It  is  one  of  the 
things  which  we  cannot  do.  If  we  pass  the  order 
the  mayor  will  laugh  at  us  and  go  on  his  way 


rejoicing,  doing  just  as  he  wants  to,  and  we  will 
be  simply  the  laughing  stock  of  our  constitu- 
ents, loo  many  times  we  have  passed  orders 
here  without  full  consideration— without  even 
any  consideration  by  a  committee— like  the 
order  to  give  to  the  Portuguese  the  Great  Brew- 
ster, and  we  find  that  the  island  has  been  leased 
to  Benjamin  Dean  for  many  years,  which  was 
perfect  nonsense  on  our  part.  Now,  it  seems  to 
me,  that  before  we  go  on  in  this  haphazard 
way,  we  should  pause  and  consider  matters 
that  are  before  us.  I  will  not  allow  myself  to  be 
a  party  to  the  passage  of  such  an  order  as  this. 
It  is  beyond  our  power. 

Mr.  W'hitmore— I  am  entirely  in  favor  of  the 
motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7, 
and  entirely  sympathize  with  the  remarks 
which  he  had  made,  with  one  exception,  to 
which  I  will  revert  later.  But  in  regard  to  the 
objection  raised  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9, 
I  think  that  is  not  a  fact.  As  the  order  is  writ- 
ten it  directs  the  city  architect,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  proceed  with 
the  work.  I  presume  that  the  words  "under  the 
direction  of  the  mayor"  were  put  in  as  a  mere 
grace  of  language  which  we  often  use.  But  I 
think  that  if  those  words  were  omitted— and 
the"  are  not  essential— the  gentleman  would 
not  dottbt  that  we  have  the  right  to  tell  the  city 
architect  to  go  on  and  spend  money  which  we 
have  appropriated  for  a  certain  purpose ;  be- 
cause if  it  is  within  the  power  of  His  Honor  the 
Mayor  to  direct  a  man  not  to  carry  out  the  votes 
of  the  City  Council  in  regard  to  the  office  of  city 
architect,  thank  heaven  there  is  still  a  remedy 
left  with  the  City  Council  if  they  see  fit  to  adopt 
it,  and  that  is  to  say  to  the  city  architect,  if  he 
refuses  to  obey  the  order  of  the  City  Council, 
that  the  City  Council  will  abolish  him  and  his 
office  at  the  same  time.  And,  sir,  if  he  were  to 
be  so  injudicious  as  to  refuse  to  do  anything  of. 
that  kind— I  do  not  think  he  would,  for  a  mo- 
ment, refuse  to  do  it;  I  think  the  mere  intima- 
tion of  our  wish  would  be  enough— I  think  that 
both  blanches  of  the  City  Council  would  have 
enough  knowledge  of  their  rignts  to  remove  the 
city  architect  or  any  other  official  whose  office 
is  established  by  the  city  government,  and  I 
think  they  would  be  well  in  so  doing.  There- 
fore, Mr.  President,  I  would  make  the  sugges- 
tion that  rhe  words  "under  the  direction  of  His 
Honor  the  Mayor"  be  stricken  out,  so  that  there 
may  be  no  doubt  about  our  position,  and  that 
it  may  he  known  that  it  is  our  intention 
to  direct  the  city  architect  to  go  ahead  and 
spend  the  money  for  which  he  made  applica- 
tion. If  he  refuses  I  think  that  both  branches 
of  the  City  Council  can  find  a  remedy.  But  I 
desire  to  suggest  to  my  friend  from  Ward  7  that 
he  made  rather  an  unfortunate  reference,  in  the 
striking  examples  which  he  brought  up,  in  re- 
gard to  the  trustees  of  the  Public  Library  and 
their  appropriation  for  the  new  library  build- 
ing. Whatever  faults  they  may  have,  1  believe 
they  have  never  come  back  to  the  City  Council 
for  an  additional  appropriation.  The  other  cases 
cited  are  in  regard  to  parties  holding  off  work 
until  they  got  an  increased  appropriation.  Here- 
tofore, the  delay  in  the  Public  Library  building 
has  arisen  from  the  action  of  those  who  control 
the  trustees,  viz..  the  city  government,  for  one 
or  two  years,  and  the*  Legislature  for  another 
year  or  more.  If  no  change  had  been  made  by 
the  City  Council,  in  the  orders,  the  city  archi- 
tect would  have  built  the  building  by  i  his  time. 
And  if  the  Legislature  had  not  interfered  the 
city  architect  would  have  built  the  building,  I 
only  desire  to  correct  this  slight  inaccuracy  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  in  bringing  in  the 
trustees  of  the  Public  Library,  whatever  their 
faults  may  be,  with  the  case  of  the  trustees  of 
the  City  Hospital.  I  move  to  strike  out  the 
words  "under  the  direction  of  His  Honor  the 
Mayor." 

The  question  was  upon  Mr.  Whitmore's 
amendment 

Mr.  Sanger— The  words,  "under  the  direction 
of  His  Honor  the  Mayor,"  it  seems  to  me  are 
very  proper,  as  a  matter  of  respect  at  least,  to 
the  chief  executive  of  the  eity.  By  passing  such 
all  order  as  has  becui  reported  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7,  we  simply  state  our  opinion, 
which  is  different  from  that  of  the  mayor;  and 
we  certainly  are  entitled  to  have  an  opinion 
different  from  thft  of  his  honor  if  we  choose. 
In  Document  No.  142,  to  which  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  9  refers,  the  mayor  cites  all 
four  of  the  buildings  mentioned  in  the  order, 


SEPTEMBER     2  2,     188  7 


786 


viz :  The  Horace  Maun  Schoolhouse.  the  Rox- 
bury High  School,  the  grammar  schoolhouse  at 
Roxbury  and  the  building  for  outpatients  at 
the  City  Hospital.  His  explanations  of  the 
reasons  why  these  building  operations  have  not 
been  commenced  are,  it  seems  to  me,  insuffi- 
cient. He  says,  with  regard  to  the  Roxbury 
High  School,  that  the  architect  is  at  work  upon 
the  plan:  that  he  is  awaiting  instructions  from 
the  School  Committee  before  he.  can  commence 
on  the  plans  of  the  South  Boston  schoolhouse; 
that  the  building  for  outpatients  at  the  City 
Hospital  cannot  be  commenced  this  year,  be- 
cause it  would  not  do  to  uncover  the  old  build- 
ing until  the  work  could  be  rushed  through  to 
completion.  It  seems  to  me  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  13  has  hit  the  nail  on  the  head  when  he 
says  that  a  grammar  schoolhouse  can  be  built 
in  South  Boston  for  $74,000.  If  he  means  by  that 
to  protest  against  the  extravagance  which  has 
been  employed  in  the  erection  of  school  build- 
ings for  the  past  few  years,  I  am  glad  he  has 
taken  occasion  to  protest,  because  it  seems  to 
me  that  when  the  city  of  Boston  is  paying  $150,- 
000  for  a  grammar  schoolhouse,  as  it  is  doing  on 
the  O'Brien  schoolhouse  in  Dudley  street,  it  is 
simply  a  waste  of  money.  It  seems  to  me  that 
if  the  city  architect  is  simply  stirred  up,  and 
told  that  he  should  proceed  with  the  erection  of 
the  grammar  schoolhouse  in  Roxbury,  the  mat- 
ter of  plans  can  be  arranged  and  the  house 
built.  In  regard  to  the  Roxbury  high  school - 
house,  there  have  been  $90,000  appropriated  for 
the  building.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  13, 
some  time  since,  when  the  matter  was  debated, 
said  he  should  object  to  any  large  expenditure 
of  money  being  made  for  that  high  school.  But 
the  Council  has  passed  orders  that  the  building 
should  be  erected,  and  that  an  additional 
amount  should  be  appropriated,  and  it  seems  to 
me  that  an  emergency  having  been  presented  to 
us  from  the  citizens  in  that  part  of  the 
city,  we  should  consider  it  our  duty  to  stir 
up  the  city  architect  to  hurry  the  completion  of 
the  plans  and  have  the  building  erected,  so  that 
the  money  shall  not  lie  idle  in  the  Ireasury  and 
be  of  no  benefit  to  the  city  There  is  no  reason 
given  for  delay  upon  the  Horace  Mann  school- 
house.  The  appropriation  is  sufficient,  and  it 
seems  to  me  the  work  should  be  done.  In  re- 
gard to  the  building  for  outpatients,  I  have 
thought  that  $19,000  was  sufficient  to  erect  a 
building  which  will  answer  the  needs  of  the 
trustees  for  the  accommodations  of  outpatients 
for  years  tc  come.  Mr.  President,  I  certainly 
hope  the  order  will  be  passed, 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  do  not  think  it  is  neces- 
sary for  me  to  argue  in  favor  of  or  against  the 
form  of  the  order,  because  people  drawing  up 
orders  will  draw  them  up  in  their  own  excellent 
language  to  suit  their  own  fancy.  But  there  is 
one  question  I  would  like  to  refer  to.  and  that 
is  why  the  Roxbury  High  School  should  be  pro- 
ceeded with.  I  shall  not  delay  you  very  long, 
but  I  will  refer  to  certain  figures  which  I  have 
here,  and  after  hearing  them  I  think  every  gen- 
tleman here  will  agree  with  me  that  proceed- 
ing with  the  erection  of  the  Roxbury  High 
School  is  absolutely  necessary-  The  question 
about  buying  the  land,  and  where  the  school- 
house  shall  be  built,  has  been  argued  over  and 
over  again,  and  the  subject  of  the  Roxbury  High 
School  is  one  of  those  rocks  which  the  gentle- 
men of  the  Council  cannot  climb.  I  trust  that 
the  assistance  of  a  guide— myself— will  enable 
them  to  get  over  that  rock,  and  I  trust  that  I 
shall  be  able  to  show  you  that  the  Roxbury 
High  School  is  one  of  the  educational  institu- 
tions of  the  city  of  Boston  that  should  be  more 
highly  regarded  by  the  Common  Council  than 
it  is  at  present.  In  the  Roxb  ry  High  School  at 
the  present  time  there  are  311  pupils.  There 
are  six  rooms  which  are  occupied.  There  is  a 
large  hall  at  the  top  of  the  building  which  is 
also  occupied  by  the  pupils  for  drawing  lessons, 
and  sometimes  for  the  study  of  chemistry  and 
other  pursuits  of  that  kind.  In  Room  l,wefind58 
pupils  and  but  42  seats ;  in  Room  2. 55  pupils  and  42 
seats ;  in  Room  4.  37  pupils  and  36  seats ;  in  the 
junior  class.  150  pupils  and  120  seats ;  in  Room  3, 
51  pupils  and  42  seats;  in  Room  5,  39  pupils  and 
42  seats;  in  the  middle  class.  90  pupils  and  84 
seats ;  in  Room  6,  71  pupils  and  42  seats ;  total, 
311  pupils  and  246  seats.  Any  gentleman  in  this 
chamber  will  know  that  246  seats  are  not  suffi- 
cient for  311  pupils.  So  much  with  regard  to  the 
number  of  pupils  and  number  of  seats.  Outside 
of  that  question,  every  gentleman  in  the  Coun- 


cil who  was  present  while  the  debate  on  the 
Roxbury  schoolhouse  was  going  on,  knows  very 
well  that  there  were  certain  references  made  to 
a  chemical  laboratory  in  the  basement  of  the 
building,  the  fumes  from  which  ascended  the 
stairs.  I  also  at  that  time  spoke  of  the  lack  of 
accommodation  in  other  respects,  and  I  now  re- 
peat that  not  only  are  the  present  accommoda- 
tions unfit  for  a  school  in  the  city  of  Boston,  but 
they  would  be  unfit  for  a  schoolhouse  away  out 
in  some  of  the  Western  Territories.  That  is  a 
question  you  have  all  considered  long  ago,  and 
now,  from  this  fact,  that  there  are  311  pupils  m 
that  school  and  only  246  seats,  you  can  see  for 
yourselves,  without  any  acute  argument  or 
acute  examination,  that  this  new  building 
should  be  proceeded  with.  Now  is  the  time. 
With  regard  to  the  reasons  why  the  other 
schools  should  be  proceeded  with,  I  think 
that  gentlemen  from  other  sections  of  the  city 
will  show  you,  just  as  clearly  as  I  have  done, 
why  the  work  on  the  different  schools  for  which 
money  has  been  appropriated  should  be  imme- 
diately proceeded  with  within  a  very  short  time, 
in  order  that  the  children  in  the  different  sec- 
tions of  Boston  who  need  school  accommoda- 
tions may  be  looked  after.  Boston  has  always 
been  paraded  before  the  public  eyes  as 
taking  the  lead  in  educational  matters, 
and  we  have  always  been  proud  to  speak 
of  the  great  educational  advantages  which 
our  city  affords.  We  have  also  heard  that  Bos- 
ton pupils  are  better  accommodated  than  in  any 
other  section,  and  that  in  everything  in  the  ed- 
ucational line  we  are  away  ahead  of  the  rest  of 
New  England,  in  fact  leadingthe  United  States, 
and  surpassing  the  schools  of  England  and  other 
countries  across  the  water.  Now  this  question 
is  before  you;  the  children  need  these  scbools, 
additional  accommodations  are  necessary,  and 
all  we  have  to  do  at  the  present  time  is  to  deal 
clearly  with  the  matter  and  not  place  any  ob- 
stacle in  the  way  of  the  passage  of  the  order 
which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  has  brought 
before  us.  but  pass  it  tonight. 

Mr.  McNart— I  know  nothing  about  the  con- 
dition of  the  Roxbury  High  School  except  what 
has  been  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
22,  but  about  the  condition  of  the  South  Boston 
schools  I  do  know.  I  had  the  honor  to  intro- 
duce an  order  for  the  appropriation  of  $100,000 
for  the  building  of  a  South  Boston  school  last 
year,  and  I  did  it  upon  the  request  of  three 
members  of  the  School  Committee  from  that 
district.  They  stated  the  facts  to  me  and  I  had 
the  figures  with  me  and  gave  them  to  the  Coun- 
cil at  the  time.  The  schools  were  overcrowded 
and  additional  school  accommodations  were 
needed.  For  three  years  they  had  come  to  the 
government  and  asked  for  additional  accom- 
modations, and  been  refused  for  some  reason  or 
other.  A  year  has  passed  since  my  order  was 
introduced,  and  there  have  been  no  additional 
accommodations.  Now  I  know  personally  that 
the  pupils  in  the  Municipal  Court  building  on 
Dorchester  street  are  improperly  accommo- 
dated, in  the  old  bank  building  on  Broadway 
the  children  are  accommodated  imperfectly, 
and  the  same  is  the  case  in  the  old 
church  building  on  K  street.  In  one  class  the 
children  had  to  be  kept  back  in  the  primary 
school  an  additional  year,  as  there  was  no  room 
for  tt  ern  in  the  grammar  school.  I  think,  speak- 
ing from  a  knowledge  of  the  school  accommo- 
dations of  South  Boston  children.that  weshould 
proceed  to  work  as  soon  as  possible.  While  I 
do  not  think  that  any  money  could  be  expend- 
ed in  that  direction  this  year,  owing  to  the  late- 
ness of  the  season,  plans  could  be  made  and  ar- 
rangements entered  upon  and  preparations 
made  for  the  putting  up  of  school  buildings  at 
the  commencement  of  the  season  next  year.  I 
shall  vote  for  the  order  and  I  do  not  think  I 
shall  vote  for  the  amendment  offered  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12,  because,  in  my  opin- 
ion, that  would  vitiate  the  whole  order,  and  it 
would  finally  come  back  to  the  Common  Coun- 
cil and  have  to  be  put  in  the  shape  in  which  it 
came  from  the  Committee  on  Finance.  I  see  no 
reason  for  adopting  that  amendment.  The  va- 
rious buildings  will  not  be  proceeded  with  un- 
less the  mayor  so  directs,  and  wecannot,  in  my 
opinion,  in  this  order  direct  the  city  architect 
to  do  certain  things,  because  he  either  will  not 
do  them  or  will  absolutely  refuse  to  do  them 
unless  the  mayor  directs  him  to  go  ahead.  What 
is  the  use  of  doing  it?  Perhaps  it  would  be  bet- 
ter if  the  City  Council  had  the  right  to  direct 
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the  city  architect,  and  perhaps  under  those  cir- 
cumstances we  would  be  able  to  get  work  done 
more  expeditiously.  But  we  have  not  that  right, 
under  the  new  city  charter,  and  therefore  I  shall 
not  vote  for  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12,  but  will  vote  for  the 
original  order. 

Mr.  Labd— I  certainly  am  in  favor  of  having 
public  buildings  in  such  shape  that  when  com- 
pleted they  will  be  a  credit  to  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton. I  do  not  consider  that  an  extravagance. 
But  it  seems  to  me  that  when  we  have  appro- 
priated the  sums  cf  money  that  we  have  for  a 
schoolhouse  at  South  Boston,  and  for  school- 
houses  at  Roxbury,  we  have  done  all  that  we 
could  be  expected  to  do,  and  that  those  build- 
ings should  be  completed  within  those  appro- 
priations. Therefore,  so  far  as  those  buildings 
are  concerned,  I  am  in  favor  of  this  order.  As 
to  the  building  for  outpatients  at  the  City  Hos- 
pital, I  think  the  opinion  of  those  who  have 
charge  of  that  building,  if  they  have  expressed 
such  an  opinion,  should  be  considered  as  to 
what  sort  of  a  building  should  be  built  there, 
for  it  is  simply  an  addition,  practically,  to  the 
building  already  there,  and  I  think  it  should  be 
such  a  structure  as  will  not  mar  the  appearance 
of  the  present  building,  and  will  be  a  credit  to 
the  city  of  Boston  in  the  future.  But  as  to  the 
main  part  of  this  order,  I  am  in  favor  of  it. 
To  my  mind  it  discloses  one  of  many  elements 
of  extravagance  in  the  management  of  the  af- 
fairs of  the  city  of  Boston.  Here  we  have  gone 
and  purchased  a  lot  of  land  in  South  Boston 
for  the  erection  of  a  schoolhouse  at  double 
what  it  was  worth;  and  we  have  purchased  a 
lot  in  Roxbury  at  double  its  value :  and  we  have 
borrowed  the  money  at  quite  a  large  rate  of  in- 
terest, and  deposited  that  money  at  a  very 
small  rate  of  interest.  Now,  there  are  two  very 
flagrant  extravagances— and  meantime  we  are 
not  benefiting  one  iota  by  that  policy.  I  say 
that  policy  is  wrong.  I  would  wait  until  we 
need  a  tiling  before  we  purchased  it,  and  when 
we  have  purchased  it  I  would  go  on  and 
use  it.  Therefore,  I  am  in  favor  of  this 
order  as  far  as  it  relates  to  these  school- 
houses.  And  I  arraign  the  government  of 
the  city  of  Boston  for  their  extravagance  in 
those  two  matters  and  in  other  matters.  And 
never  more  extravagant  has  the  government 
been  than  during  the  past  year.  We  are  con- 
fronted with  last  year's  tax  rate  of  §12.70:  and 
what  do  the  figures  of  the  auditor  show'/  That 
we  have  increased  the  indebtedness  of  the  city 
of  Boston  nearly  four  millions  of  dollars.  If 
that  were  added  to  the  tax  rate  of  last  year,  in- 
stead of  a  tax  rate  of  $12.70  we  should  have  had 
a  tax  rate  of  -sis. 34,  the  largest  tax  rate  that  has 
ever  prevailed  in  the  city  of  Boston.  And  I 
arraign  the  government  of  the  city  of  Boston 
for  its  extravagance  when  such  facts  as  these 
are  patent. 

Mr.  Carroll— I  hope  the  order  will  pass  as 
originally  put  in,  for  the  very  reason  that  the 
city  architect  should  live  within  his  appropria- 
tion. By  delaying  to  draw  his  plans,  and  hold- 
ing the  money  in  the  treasury,  the  cost  of  mate- 
rials having  increased  this  summer,  the  cost  of 
the  building  has  been  proportionately  increased. 
Had  he  completed  his  plans,  and  put  the  con- 
tracts upon  the  market  early  in  the  season,  the 
buildings  could  have  been  erected  ata  lessprice 
than  they  can  be  today.  There  is  no  need  of 
stating  to  the  members  of  the  City  Council  the 
needs  of  a  schoolhouse  in  South  Boston ;  that 
matter  has  been  fully  presented.  I  object  to  the 
city  architect  holding  in  the  treasury  money 
that  has  been  appropriated  for  important  and 
much  needed  public  buildings.  He  can  draw 
the  plans  and  have  the.  contracts  under  way  in 
a  short  time.  We  don't  expect  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton to  get  a  building  like  the  Capitol  of  the. 
State  of  New  Y  rk.  It  can  he  erected  without 
much  ornamental  work;  I  don't  think  the  citi- 
zens require  it.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  money 
wasted  in  putting  up  a  building  like  the  Eng- 
lish High  and  Latin  School,  part  of  which  is  nut 
in  use.  In  the  same  manner  the  architect  is 
asking  for  money  for  these  ornamental  build- 
ings, and  \  hope  he  will  be  required  to  live 
within  his  appropriation,  and  not  waste  money 
on  ornamental  buildings.  Therefore,  I  hope 
this  order  will  be  passed. 

Mr.  Whall-Foi- my  own  part,  I  wish  it  dis- 
tinctly understood  in  connection  with  this 
order  that  it  is  not  intended  as  a  reflection  upon 
the  city  architect.    In  advocating  this  order  I 


do  not  intend  to  attack  any  head  of  a  depart- 
ment, or  any  corporation,  even  the  august 
trustees  of  the  City  Hospital.  We  are  simply 
attacking  a  policy  that  is  pernicious  in  its 
effects,  and  detrimental  to  the  very  best  in- 
terests of  the  city  of  Boston.  If  the  gentleman 
in  the  fourth  division  will  only  jog  his  memory 
he  will  find  that  it  is  exactly  the  same  order 
that  is  passed  after  we  malse  an  appropriation 
for  any  building.  I  believe  that  we  made  an 
appropriation  la-t  spring  for  a  new  engine  house 
on  Leverett  street,  some  of  the  members  of 
the  Council  may  have  heard  oi  it,  and  the  city 
architect  did  not  proceed  to  do  a  single  thing 
with  reference  to  that  house  until  the  City 
Council  directed  him  to  proceed  with  the  erec- 
tion of  Engine  House  No.  6.  So  it  is  in  this 
particular.  We  are  telling  him  to  go  ahead- 
play  away,  the  stream  is  on ;  we  want  to  see  the 
stream  playing. 

Mr.  Frost— I  sympathize  in  the  main  with 
this  order.  Just  how  it  should  be  worded  I  am 
at  a  loss  to  know,  but  I  should  certainly  say 
that  it  should  be  directed  to  the  mayor,  who  is, 
by  the  charter,  made  the  head  of  all  depart- 
ments. I  think  that  most  assuredly  it  should 
bediiected  to  the  mayor,  for  him  to  instruct 
the  architect  to  go  on  and  proceed  to  build 
these  buildings.  Why  the  delay  has  occurred 
I  do  not  know.  We  are  told  here  that  it 
is  because  they  want  more  money,  Well, 
they  have,  in  two  instances,  come  in  for 
more  money  and  got  it.  I  don't  see  why 
they  are  delaying  it  longer,  if  they  want  no 
more  money.  I  do  not  think  that  is  the  proper 
way  of  doing  it.  Now,  I  think  they  should  pro- 
ceed to  put  up  these  buildings  according  to  the 
instructions  they  have,  and  according  to  the 
amount  that  has  been  appropriated  by  this 
Council.  I  do  not  see  why  the  city  architect 
should  take  ic  into  his  head  that  he  had  got  to 
put  on  ten,  fifteen  or  twenty  thousand  dollars 
more  for  ornamentation.  1  don't  think  it  is 
needed;  I  don't  think  the  citizens  require  it.  I 
think  he  should  be  instructed  to  go  forward  and 
build  the  building,  and  to  erect  a  suitable  build- 
ing with  the  money  that  has  been  appropriated 
by  the  City  Council. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  desire  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Council  to  one  fact.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  15  has  controverted  our  power  to  pass  such 
an  order,  and  says  it  is  contrary  to  the  new 
charter.  If  there  is  any  document  in  print,  ex- 
clusive of  the  Ten  Commandments  and  the 
Lord's  Prayer,  to  which  I  have  given  careful 
attention,  it  is  the  new  charter,  so  called,  or  the 
act  to  amend  our  charter;  and  1  fail  to  find,  and 
would  desire  any  gentleman  to  point  out  ex- 
plicitly, any  provision  which  prohibits  us  from 
giving  an  order  to  the  city  architect,  by  passing 
an  order  of  this  kind,  to  proceed  with  the  ex- 
penditure of  money.  We  are  not  undertaking 
to  control  the  expenditure.  We  say  to  the 
architect:  "We  gave  you  so  much  money  for  a 
certain  purpose;  go  ahead  and  spend  it."  No 
gentleman  here  will  deny  that  we  might  have 
put  into  the  Appropriation  bill  a  limitation 
upon  our  appropriations,  and  said  that  this 
grant  shall  be  null  and  void  if  not  exercised  be- 
tween then  and  the  1st  day  of  January,  1888.  We 
could  have  put  in  any  stipulation  of  that  kind. 
Just  to  cite  a  little  instance :  We  have  done  it  in 
regard  to  the  City  Hospital.  In  that  case  wo 
passed  an  order  that  certain  sums  of  money 
should  he  expended  for  crutches  and  things  of 
that  kind  for  discharged  patients.  I  only  men- 
tion that  to  show  the  power  of  the  City  Council 
over  a  specific,  grant,  provided  nothing  has  oc- 
curred by  which  it  would  be  impossible  for  us  to 
interfere.  For  example:  If  the  city  architect 
lias  made  a  contrct  which  in  terms  allowed  the 
contractor  a  year  or  more  in  which  to  finish  the 
work,  and  if  we  should  undertake  to  say  that 
all  that  money  should  be  spent  in  six  months, 
then  it  would  be  too  late  to  interfere  with  that 
contract.  But  this  is  not  a  case  of  that  kind. 
We  are  not  complaining  of  what  ho  has  done; 
we  are  complaining  of  what  he  has  not  done.  I 
think  that  the  more  the  gentlemen  look  into  the 
reserved  powers  granted  to  the  City  Council  by 
the  charter  they  will  see  that  it  is  our  right  to 
exercise  this  power  of  directing  the  heads  of 
departments  in  the  performance  of  their  duties. 
I  will  cite  for  the  edification  of  the  gentleman 
opposite  one  section  of  the  charter  in  regard  to 
the  powers  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  over  the 
streets.  One  section  seems  to  take  away  all 
their  executive  powers  as  surveyors  of  high- 
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ways;  but  the  corporation  counsel  decided  that 
any  judicial  powers  of  the  surveyors  of  high- 
ways still  remained  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen; 
and  that  Board  has  exercised  those  powers  up 
to  the  present  time.  Now,  sir,  it  is  simply  be- 
cause that  matter  was  brought  up  and  consid- 
ered that  it  was  found  that  that  power  was 
reserved  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  as  it  was 
undoubtedly  a  reserved  right.  In  the  same 
way,  inasmuch  as  this  matter  has  come  and 
been  considered  by  gentlemen  desiring,  with 
the  best  intentions,  to  ascertain  the  meaning  of 
the  new  charter,  I  say  that  if  there  is  any  doubt 
let  us  hold  on  to  what  seems  to  be  our  rights. 
I  say  that  clearly  there  is  nothing  that 
takes  away  from  the  City  Council  the 
right  to  control  its  subordinate  officers . 
in  regard  to  the  expenditure  of  their  appropria- 
tions, so  far  as  that  control  does  not  conflict 
with  any  direct  provision  of  the  new  charter. 
Ii  a  motion  had  been  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  that  the  city  architect  at  once  pro- 
ceed to  carry  out  all  the  powers  granted  to  him. 
and  expend  all  the  funds  appropriated  for  his 
department,  who  doubts  that  it  would  have 
been  right  and  proper  for  us  to  pass  it?  If  he 
does  not  do  it,  this  charter,  as  I  said  before, 
leaves  us  power  to  abolish  the  office.  But,  sir, 
to  the  question  directly  before  the  Council,  in 
regard  to  striking  out  the  words  "under  the  di- 
rections of  His  Honor  the  Mayor,"  it  does  seem 
to  me  that  it  is  better  to  strike  them  out,  in 
consideration  of  the  message  sent  to  us  at  our 
last  meeting.  The  mayor  has  given  us  his  opin- 
ing and  we  have  not  yet  concurred  in  it.  But 
pending  that  matter.it  seems  undesirable  to 
pass  an  order  requesting  the  mayor  to  do  some- 
thing contrary  to  something  he  has  sent  to  us. 
Under  those  circumstances,  and  because  it  is 
clearly  unnecessary,  I  suggest  that  we  strike 
out  those  words.  If  we  cannot  direct  the  city 
architect,  we  do  not  save  any  rights  by  saying 
that  he  do  it  under  the  direction  of  His  Honor 
the  Mayor.  If  we  cannot  direct  him  except  in 
that  way,  the  order  had  better  be  killed  at  once. 
But  to  put  m  those  words,  after  the  discussion 
that  has  taken  place,  and  after  the  point  has 
been  raised,  it  seems  to  me  would  weaken  rather 
than  strengthen  the  order. 

Mr.  Fowler— I  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  McNary— I  hope  the  main  question  will 
not  be  put,  for  a  very  simnle  reason.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12  raised  a  very  important 
point,  and  has  called  upon  me  to  point  out  rea- 
sons why  I  objected  to  his  raising  it,  and  why  I 
believe  his  opinion  is  not  correct.  This  is,  to 
my  mind,  a  very  important  point.  If  the  gen- 
tleman can  satisfactorily  explain  to  me  the 
statement  made  here  in  the  new  city  charter  I 
will  be  happy  to  vote  with  him,  for  I  believe  the 
City  Council  should  exercise  all  the  powers 
which  they  possess,  and  I  think,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, that  it  is  due  to  the  members  of 
the  Council  that  I  should  have  the  right  to  read 
certain  portions  of  the  new  charter,  which  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  can  explain  if  he  de- 
sires. I  simply  desire  that  cotirse  taken,  in  or- 
der that  we  may  act  understandingly  on  his 
amendment,  and  I  tor  one  hope  the  previous 
question  will  not  be  put. 

Mr.  Wilson— 1  likewise  hope  that  the  pre- 
vious question  will  not  be  put.  because,  while 
agreeing  with  the  order  in  its  spirit,  I  think  we 
will  stultify  ourselves  unless  we  listen  more 
fully  to  arguments  in  regard  to  the  rights 
granted  by  the  city  charter,  and  such  arguments 
cannot  be  made  unless  opportunity  is  given  for 
debate. 

Mr.  Whall— I  certainly  hope  that  the  main 
question  will  not  be  ordered,  but  that  we  will 
have  at  the  present  time  the  widest  opportunity 
for  debate. 

Mr.  Blume— I,  too,  hope  that  the  previous 
question  will  not  be  put,  because  there  has  been 
a  great  deal  of  nonsense  talked  here  up  to  the 
present  time  which  ought  to  be  refuted. 

The  main  question  was  not  ordered. 

Mr.  McNary— I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  to  Section  6  of  the 
new  city  charter,  wherein  it  says: 

"The  executive  powers  of  said  city,  and  all  the 
executive  powers  now  vested  in  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  as  such,  as  surveyors  of  highways, 
County  Commissioners  or  otherwise,  shall  be 
and  hereby  are  vested  in  tlie  mayor,  to  be  exer- 
cised through  the  several  officers  and  boards  of 
the  city  in  their  respective  departments,  under 
his  general  supervision  and  control.    Such  offi- 


cers and  boards  shall,  in  their  respective  de- 
partments, make  all  necessary  contracts  for  the 
employment  of  labor,  the  supply  of  materials, 
and  the  construction,  alteration  and  repair  of 
all  public  works  and  buildings,  and  have  the 
entire  care,  custody  and  management  of  all 
public,  works,  institutions,  buildings  and  other 
property,  and  the  direction  and  control  of  all 
the  executive  and  administrative  business  of 
said  city.  They  shall  be  ai>  all  times  account- 
able for  the  proper  discharge  of  their  duties  to 
the  mayor,  as  the  chief  executive  officer." 

I  would  also  call  attention  to  Section  12: 

"Neither  the  City  Council,  nor  either  branch 
thereof,  nor  any  member  or  committee  itself, 
or  of  either  branch  thereof,  nor  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  acting  in  any  capacity  in  which 
said  body  may  act  separately  under  special 
powers  conferred  upon  it,  nor  any  member  or 
committee  of  said  Board  acting  in  any  such  ca- 
pacity, shall,  directly  or  indirectly,  take  part  in 
the  employment  of  labor,  the  making  of  con- 
tracts, the  purchase  of  materials  or  supplies,  the 
construction,  alteration  or  repair  of  any  public 
works,  buildings  or  other  property,  or  the  care, 
custody  and  management  of  the  same,  or  in  the 
conduct  of  any  of  the  executive  or  administra- 
tive business  of  the  city,  or  in  the  expenditure 
of  public  money,  except  such  as  may  be  neces- 
sary for  the  contingent  and  incidental  ex- 
penses." 

My  point  is  this,  that  this  is  an  executive  mat- 
ter, and  that,  under  the  new  city  charter,  all 
executive  matters  are  vested  in  the  mayor;  that 
we  have  no  authority  whatever  to  proceed  in 
the  premises.  Therefore,  acknowledging  that 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 -has  studied  this 
matter  deeply  and  exhaustively,  if  he  can  satis- 
factorily explain  to  my  mind  the  points  in- 
volved in  Sections  6  and  12,  I  shall  be  happy  to 
vote  with  him. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  shall  endeavor  to  give  the 
best  information  I  can.  The  real  difference  be- 
tween us  is  this,  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
15  seems  to  regard  any  modification  of  the  power 
of  granting  supplies  to  be  an  executive  act.  I 
think,  sir,  his  objection  is  that  any  modification 
of  the  power  to  grant  supplies,  which  belongs  to 
this  City  Council,  is  an  executive  act.  This  new 
charter,  among  its  numerous  deficiencies  and 
bad  points,  has  one  of  the  worst  possible  points 
— it  does  not  use  the  language  which  was  in- 
tended by  its  makers  to  be  used.  In  other  words, 
where  they  have  spoken  of  the  act  of  construct- 
ing they  have  said  "construction,"  which  is  a 
very  different  matter.  Where  they  s'-eak  about 
the  expenditure  of  money  they  mean  the  ex- 
pending of  money,  and  we  have  been  obliged  to 
put  that  construction  upon  it.  because,  strictly 
carried  out  it  would  have  been  impossible  for 
the  cit"  government  to  vote  any  appropriations 
at  all,  because  the  vote  appropriating  money  is 
a  vote  for  the  expenditure  of  money,  but  it  is 
not  a  vote  for  the  expending  of  money.  In  other 
words,  we  have  the  right  to  direct  how  money 
shall  be  used  and  the  purposes  of  the  expendi- 
ture, and  we  can  direct  the  expenditure,  and 
yet  we  haven't  one  word  to  say  as  to  the  partic- 
ular manner,  under  that  vote,  in  which  the 
money  shall  be  expended.  This  distinction 
may  be  considered  as  being  rather  fine,  but 
I  assure  you  that  it  was  a  matter, 
when  the  commissioners  were  at  work 
upon  the  subject,  which  occasioned  more 
trouble  than  anything  else — a  matter  which  was 
referred  to  the  corporation  counsel  and  by  him 
duly  considered,  and  his  decision  was  that  that 
was  the  meaning  which  must  be  put  upon  the 
word  expended.  Now,  sir,  I  say  that  so  long  as 
the  City  Council  has  the  undeniable  right  to 
vote  the  moneyaiid,  in  thatrespect,  to  make  the 
expenditures,  it  has  the  right  to  put  in  suitable 
and  proper  limitations  upon  the  expenditure  by 
its  subordinates  of  that  money ;  and  yet  it  can- 
not go  one  step  farther,  as  we  all  know,  and  tell 
the  subordinates  how  it  is  to  be  expended  in  de- 
tail, in  other  words,  they  may  tell  the  head  of 
a  department  to  build  a  schoolhouse.  but  they 
cannot  tell  him  how  or  when  he  shall  do  the 
basement  work,  the  painting,  the  plumbing  or 
any  other  detail.  Under  the  section  which  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  1.3  has  read  we  would 
have  nothing  to  do  with  making  the  contracts, 
and  yet,  sir,  in  the  face  of  that  and  after  the. 
matter  was  fully  considered,  we  went  and  laid 
down  rules  for  our  subordinates  to  make  con- 
tracts. We  tied  up  their  hands  in  regard  to 
making  contracts;    we  passed  ordinances   by 
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which  they  must  advertise,  by  which  they  must 
compete  with  the  lowest  bidder,  and  if  we  see 
tit  we  can  amend  the  ordinances  at  any  time  so 
as  to  give  contracts  to  any  other  living  outside 
persons  paying  taxes  here.  In  fact,  while  they 
make  the  contracts,  we  can  lay  down  the  laws 
under  which  they  shall  contract.  But  we  can- 
not direct  the  making  of  an  individual  con- 
tract. Following  that  out,  I  say  that  we  have 
the  right  to  tell  the  city  architect,  not  where 
to  spend  the  money  or  how  to  contract  to  build 
that  schoolhouse,  but  to  say  to  him :  "You  have 
S90.000  or  $71,000  to  build  a  schoolhouse  with :  now 
do  your  duty.  Your  duty  is  to  draw  the  plans 
and  put  up  that  building  or  any  other  pub- 
lic building."  We  have  the  right  to  say  to 
him:  "'Go  on  and  do  your  duty."  The  mayor,  of 
course,  has  the  right,  coincident  with  us — being 
an  individual,  and,  therefore,  being  able  to  act 
promptly — to  stir  up  and  keep  the  heads  of  de- 
partments doing  their  duty.  He  has  also  the 
right  to  remove  them,  and  that  is.  gentlemen, 
the  great  power  and  the  only  power  the  mayor 
has  to  enforce  the  work  of  his  subordinates.  He 
can  remove  the  men  he  has  appointed,  and 
those  men  listen  to  him  at  once.  That  is  the 
only  compulsion  the  mayor  has,  ana  it  is  pointed 
out  in  the  charter.  Now  at  the  same  time  they 
left  in  that  charier  to  the  City  Council  undis- 
turbed, the  right  to  define  the  duties  and  estab- 
lish all  the  offices  necessary  to  carry  on  the 
work  of  the  city.  That  power  was  not  taken 
away  from  them,  and  remains  today  as 
ample  as  it  ever  was.  Therefore  I  say  we  have 
a  power  compassed  round-about  the  depart- 
ments created  by  ordinance  and  not  by  statute. 
We  still  have  that  power,  and  therefore  I  say 
that  if  any  officer  whose  fcffice  was  created  by 
ordinance  will  not  listen  to  us  he  knows  that 
his  office  may  be  abolished  by  a  two-thirds  vote 
of  the  City  Council  on  the  ground  that  he  is  not 
doing  his  duty,  because  we  are  his  judges  under 
the  charter,  and  when  we  are  satisfied  that  he  is 
not  doing  his  duty  we  can  abolish  his  office.  I 
hope  the  gentlemen  of  the  Council  will  consider 
carefully  the  suggestion  I  have  made.  There  is 
undoubtedly  an  ambiguity  in  the  words  used. 
But  it  has  been  necessary,  and  in  practice  it  has 
been  usual.  It  has  been  necessary  to  give  a 
proper  construction  to  those  words.  It  has  been 
done  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  corporation 
counsel,  and  by  the  few  instances  I  have  in  my 
mind  to  cite  to  you  he  will  say  that  that  has 
been  done. 

Mr.  Wilson— It  seems  to  me,  as  it  is  so  clear- 
ly stated  in  the  charter,  that  the  mayor  has  the 
appointment  of  the  different  officials  of  the  dif- 
ferent, departments,  that  they  are  solelv  ac- 
countable to  him,  that  he  alone  has  the  power 
to  dismiss  and  discharge  those  men.  That 
there  can  be  no  shadow  of  a  reason  for  arguing 
at  this  late  day  that  the  City  Council— either 
the  Common  Council.  Board  of  Alderim  n.  or 
both  together— can  compel  the  head  of  a  de- 
partment to  do  anything  whatsoever,  the  new 
city  charter  expressly  states  that  the  heads  of 
the  departments  shall  be  accountable  to  the 
mayor  for  the  efficient  workings  of  their  de- 
partments. Now  when  the  mayor  sent  in  the 
message  contained  in  document  No.  142  he  had 
doubtless  considered  that  work  on  these  build- 
ings should  not  be  done.  He  doubtless  said  to 
the  city  architect,  "Stop  your  work  on  those 
buildings."  Now  what  position  do  members  of 
the  City  Council  put  ourselves  in  when  we  say 
to  that  same  architect  who  has  received  in- 
structions from  the  mayor  not  to  do  a  thing, 
"We  direct  you  to  do  it"?  That  will  maKe  us 
the  laughing  stock  of  all  the  people.  We  have 
not  the  power  to  do  so.  It  might  be  desirable  to 
have  it.  I  don't  doubt  that  it  might  be  desira- 
ble to  have  the  work  go  on  on  the  buildings 
mentioned.  But  we  cannot  order  it  done,  and 
I  believe  that  is  not  the  way  we  should  try  to 
proceed.  I  would  vote  lor  the  proposed  meas- 
ure if  I  knew  of  anything  in  our  action  which 
would  compel  the  architect  to  go  on.  I  believe 
we.  are  suffering  from  lack  of  these  buildings: 
but  I  don't  believe  in  putting  ourselves  in  the 
hands  of  the  mayor  to  be  slapped  in  the  face. 
The  mayor  undoubtedly  has  the  power  to  direct 
the  heads  of  the  departments.  We  can  say 
that  we  believe  a  thing  should  be  done,  or  we 
request  it,  but  when  we  say  we  direct  a  thing  to 
be  done  we  stultify  ourselves,  and  I  certainly 
trust  that  we  will  not  attempt  to  direct  the  city 
architect  to  do  anything,  because  it  will  end  in 
his   doing     nothing.       The    gentleman     from 


Ward  7  just  said  to  me,  "We  will  trans- 
fer the  appropriation."  Bless  your  soul, 
that  is  just  what  the  mayor  wants.  He  wants 
you  to  transfer  the  appropriations.  He  don't 
want  them  spent  on  the  objects  for  which  they 
have  been  appropriated,  but  he  wants  the 
money  devoted  to  his  own  purposes.  He  wants 
these  appropriations  transferred  to  some  other 
object.  What  are  you  going  to  do?  He  is  tell- 
ing the  architect  not  to  do  this  work,  and  what 
powers  of  compulsion  are  left  to  you?  None 
whatsoever.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
says:  "Abolish  the  office."  1  should  like  to  have 
that  question  left  to  the  corporation  counsel,  as 
to  the  power  of  the  City  Council  to  abolish  the 
office  of  any  head  of  a  department  in  this  build- 
ing. The  mayor  nominates,  and  his  nomina- 
tions are  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
I  should  like  to  know  what  this  body  has  to  do 
with  the  matter  anyway— nothing  whatsoever. 
Now  I  want  the  gentlemen  of  this  Council  to 
consider  whether  you  will  stultifv  yourselves 
by  putting  yourselves  on  record  as  compelling 
an  officer  to  do  a  thing  when  you  have  no  power 
to  so  compel  him?  Let  us  send  the  matter  to 
the  Committee  on  Judiciary  to  get  the  corpora- 
tion counsel's  opinion  as  to  what  way  we  can 
word  this  order  so  as  to  compel  a  head  of  a  de- 
partment to  do  this  business.  I  believe  in  doing 
it  if  we  have  the  power,  but  let  us  send  to  the 
corporation  counsel  and  find  out  what  our  pow- 
ers are,  and  when  we  find  out  what  they  are  let 
us  drive  them  home  to  the  head  and  not  have 
any  shenanigan  by  the  mayor  or  other  heads  of 
departments.  If  we  have  made  appropriations, 
that  is  sufficient;  let  us  stand  up  and  say  that 
the  money  should  be  spent,  but  don't  let  us  run 
counter  to  the  mayor.  Don't  try  bluff;  let  us  be 
manly  and  stand  up  and  do  our  duty  to  our  con- 
stituents and  ourselves.  Don't  let  the  argu- 
ments of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  as  to  judi- 
cial, legislative,  and  executive  powers,  as  spec- 
ious as  they  are,  for  he  is  a  learned 
man,  a  wise  man,  ana  can  almost  drive 
an  ox  and  team  through  any  city  document, 
mislead  you.  He  claims  that  because  we  have 
the  power  to  annex  certain  conditions  to  ap- 
propriations when  made,  that  we  have  that 
power  always.  Gentlemen,  it  is  not  so.  We 
make  an  appropriation,— there  is  the  end  of  it. 
When  a  department  gets  through  with  an  ap- 
propriation, all  we  can  do  with  the  balance  is 
to  transfer  it,  and  we  cannot  control  the  expen- 
diture of  that  money.  But  more  than  that,  if 
we  could  control  the  expenditure  by  transfer 
ring  it,  we  cannot  say  to  a  city  department,  "Do 
this  piece  of  work,"  because  it  is  not  in  our 
power  to  do  so.  I  desire  to  make  a  motion  that 
the  order  as  introduced  be  amended  by  erasing 
the  word  "directed"  and  inserting  the  word 
"requested." 

Mr.  Whall- I  take  it,  at  this  stage  of  the  de- 
bate, that  we  have  at  least  come  to  one  con- 
clusion in  which  all  are  unanimous,  namely, 
that  these  buildings  should  be  proceeded  with. 
I  didn't  gather,  from  the  remarks  of  any  of 
the  gentlemen  who  preceded  me,  that  there 
was  any  opposition  to  that  proposition.  Then 
we  are  confronted  with  a  legal  objection  as  to 
the  verbiage  of  this  order,  and  we  are  told  that 
the  City  Council  of  the  city  of  Boston  has  no 
right  to  direct  the  city  architect  or  the  head  of 
any  department  to  do  anything;  and  in  support 
of  that  view  of  the  possible  weakness  of  this 
order,  we  are  referred  to  the  city  charter.  At 
first  blush  it  would  seem  that  the  city  charter 
did  say  that  we  had  no  right  to  do  as  this  order 
would  strive  to  have  us  do.  But  let  us  look  at 
the  question  face  to  face;  let  us  meet  it  squarely. 
What  does  the  city  charter  mean  when  it  uses 
the  words  "executive  powers"?  If  this  is  really 
an  executive  power,  and  it  comes  within 
the  prohibition  of  the  city  charter,  then  tho 
only  course  for  us  to  pursue  is  that  suggest- 
ed by  the  gentleman  in  the  fourth  division- 
keep  quiet  and  not  stultify  ourselves.  Bo- 
fore  this  act  of  1885  to  amend  the  city  char- 
ter was  passed,  as  we  all  know,  the  committees 
of  the  citv  government  were  really  the  depart- 
ments. Each  committee  had  charge  of  the  ap- 
propriation for  its  separate  department,  all  con- 
tracts had  to  have  its  approval,  it  divided  itself 
up  into  sub-committees,  and  we  really  had  de- 
partments with  ten  and  a  dozen  heads.  Every 
committeeman  for  a  department  was  the  head 
of  that  department.  He  had  as  much  practical 
influence  id  the  giving  out  of  contracts— in  fact 
he  had  more  influence  in  the  giving  out  of  con- 
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tracts  than  the  nominal  head  of  the  depart- 
ment. This  was  an  abuse,  and  the  new  charter 
was  adopted  to  get  rid  of  it.  It  was  said  the 
City  Council  shoird  be  chosen  for  legislative 
duties,  to  appropriate  money  and  to  designate 
the  purposes  for  which  the  money  so  appropri- 
ated should  he  spent,  and  that  it  was  a  standing 
menace  to  the  security  of  the  city  if  the  mem- 
bers of  the  city  government  should  have  the 
control  of  the  appropriations  as  they  had  had 
heretofore ;  that  it  was  not  good  business  policy. 
With  that  I  agree.  But  my  answer  to  the  objec- 
tions raised  against  this  measure  tonight  is  this : 
we  are  not  exercising  executive  functions.  We 
have  acted  in  this  way  time  and  time  again,  and 
no  guardian  of  the  city  treasury  has  been  found 
to  rise  in  his  seat  and  protest  against  our  action. 
A  disastrous  fire  destroyed  a  schoolhouse  in 
South  Boston  a  few  months  since.  Immediately 
upon  the  heels  of  that  disaster  an  order  was 
introduced  here  and  passed,  that  the  superin- 
tendent of  public  buildings  be  directed  to  pro- 
ceed immediately  with  the  repair  of  that 
schoolhouse.  Nobody  then  raised  an  objection. 
Nobody  then  said  we  didn't  have  the  right  to 
do  it.  Whenever  we  have  appropriated  money 
for  a  building  there'alwa-ys  has  come  in  here  an 
order  at  some  subsequent  time  that  the  city 
architect  be  directed  to  proceed  with  the  con- 
struction of  that  building.  Does  anybody  doubt, 
as  has  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12,  that  if  we  had  put  a  rider  on  this  apuropria- 
tion  in  the  beginning,  and  said,  "for  South  Bos- 
ton schoolhouse,  .§90,000,  and  unless  this  amount 
is  spent  before  the  first  of  January,  188S,  this  ap- 
propriation becomes  null  and  void."  we  would 
have  had  authority  to  do  it?  I  don't  believe 
the  legal  light  in  the  back  row  doubts  that. 
We  could  have  said  that— that  this  appropria- 
tion shall  be  null  and  void  unless  the  building  is 
completed  before  a  certain  date.  What  does 
that  mean?  It  means  that  we  say,  "Mr.  Archi- 
tect, here  are  $90  000.  Build  that  building  be- 
fore the  first  of  January,  1888.  If  you  do  not.  not 
a  cent  will  you  get."  Are  we  doing  the  contract- 
ing in  doing  that ;  are  we  performing  executive 
work?  No:  that  is  simply  legislation.  We  say, 
we  give  you  this  money  upon  condition  that  vou 
do  such  and  such  a  thing.  We  have  a  right  to 
do  that,  and  it  is  simply  another  way  of  doing 
what  we  are  doing  here.  We  tell  the 
architect,  "You  have  your  money:  proceed 
with  the  construction  of  these  buildings. 
Stop  this  nonsense:  let  the  public  money 
be  used  for  public  purposes,  as  the 
City  Council  of  Boston  has  decided  that  it 
should  be  used.  "I  agree  with  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  that  this  thing  should  not  be  left 
to  the  discretion  of  the  mayor.  If  circumstances 
should  so  adjust  themselves  that  after  we  had 
instructed  the  city  architect  to  proceed  with 
the  construction  of  these  buildings  he  is  forbid- 
den by  the  mayor  of  the  city  of  Boston  to  do  it, 
then  we  have  the  question  rightly  presented 
before  us— whether  or  not  the  mayor  of  the  city 
of  Boston  shall  control  the  City  Council  of  the 
city  of  Boston.  The  gentleman  in  the  fourth 
division  talks  as  if  .  he  didn't  recollect 
the  history  of  the  city  government  of  the 
city  of  Boston— saying  that  the  mayor  has 
the  power,  if  not  obeyed,  to  dismiss  the 
official.  That  i°  a  new  power  given  to  him.  We 
had  the  power  long  before  it  was  ever  dreamed 
of  giving  it  to  the  mayor.  The  only  difference 
between  our  old  power  and  the  power  we  pos- 
sess at  present  is  this :  In  the  good  olden  times 
we  could  tell  a  city  official,  if  he  didn't  attend 
to  his  business  correctly,  "Get  out,  and  we  will 
get  a  successor  in,"  and  we  did  it  several  times. 
At  the  present  time  we  can  tell  him  to  get  out, 
but  the  Legislature  has  come  in  and  told  us  that 
the  mayor  shall  say  who  shall  come  in. 
Neither  the  mayor  nor  the  City  Council 
has  the  power  to  physically  compel  any 
head  of  a  department  to  do  their  behest.  If 
the  mayor  gives  an  order  to  the  head  of  a  de- 
partment and  that  head  of  a  department  re- 
fuses, the  mayor  is  not  omnipotent  and  cannot 
compel  him  to  do  the  work.  All  he  can  do  is 
rob  him  of  his  office.  That  is  the  same  power 
we  have.  We  cannot  compel  the  superintend- 
ent of  sewers,  the  superintendent  of  streets,  the 
city  architect,  or  the  city  treasurer,  «r  any  other 
head  of  a  department,  to  do  anything,  but  we 
have  power  just  as  much  as  the  mayor.  If  he 
does  not  do  what  we  tell  him  to.  do  then  we  can 
turn  him  out  by  abolishing  his  office, 
and      if     he     disobeys     us     at     the     behest 


of  the  mayor,  the  mayor  himself  cannot 
save  him  it  two-thirds  of  each  branch  see  fit  to 
maintain  the  dignity  of  the  City  Council  of  the 
city  of  Boston.  The  mayor  may  veto  the  ordi- 
nance abolishing  his  office,  and  we  can  over- 
ride that  veto  and  turn  him  out  if  we  have 
two-thirds  here.  The  whole  difficulty  in  this 
direction  lies  in  the  cloudy  view  which  is  taken 
by  some  members  of  executive  functions  and 
legislative  action.  In  this  matter  it  is  purely 
legislative.  We  can  take  all  these  appropria- 
tions and  devote  them  to  one  building  by  trans- 
fer, if  we  want  to,  and  say  that  every  dol- 
lar of  the  appropriation  shall  become 
null  and  void  unless  the  work  is  done 
within  a  certain  time.  The  only  thing 
the  Legislature  sought  to  stop  was  this:  the 
Common  Council  and  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
must  not  make  contracts.  There  must  not  be  a 
suspicion  that  a  percentage  is  paid  to  members 
of  the  government  for  contracts  that  are  let 
out.  They  must  not  touch  the  public  money; 
they  must  keep  their  hands  out  of  the  public 
crib— but  we  can  direct  how  contracts  may  he 
made,  what  formality  shall  attend  them,  and 
how,  when  and  where  the  public  money  shall  be 
spent.  We  cannot  make  the  contr  cts,— I  am 
glad  of  it.as  we  have  enough  to  do  without  that. 
We  can  say  when  the  contracts  shall  be  made, 
how  they  shall  be  made,  by  what  legal  muni- 
ments they  shall  be  fortified,  whether  checks  or 
bonds  shall  be  given,  and  no  defender  of  the  city 
charter  rises  in  his  place  and  doubts  our  au- 
thority. And  I  again  say  that  this  action  is  not 
executive,  but  is  purely  legislative.  It  is 
equivalent  to  simply  saying,  "It  is  the  opinion 
of  the  City  Council  of  the  city  of  Boston  that 
the  public  necessity  requires  that  these  build- 
ings shall  be  proceeded  with  forthwith,"  and 
the  City  Council  of  the  city  of  Boston,  acting  as 
the  voice  of  the  people  of  Boston,  says.  "Build 
the  buildings."  I  don't  believe  wo  are  going 
to  stultify  ourselves.  There  does  not  stand 
typon  the  floor  of  this  chamber  a  warm- 
er or  better  friend  of  the  city  architect 
than  myself.  I  proved  it  this  year  and 
Jast,  but  I  say  here,  if  the  city  archi- 
tect or  the  head  of  any  department  of  the 
city  of  Boston  sees  fit,  either  of  his  own  motion 
Or  acting  on  orders  from  superior  authority,  to 
refuse  the  solemn  direction  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, I  will  he  one  of  the  few  to  use  the  power 
which  is  still  given  us  to  maintain  our  dignity, 
and  put  him  out  of  City  Hall,  and  then  try  our 
chances  to  see  if  we  will  not  get  an  officer  who 
will  not  have  befuddled  ideas  as  to  the  city 
charter  and  its  amendment. 

By  request  of  Mr.  Frost  the  clerk  read  the 
order  as  it  would  be  amended. 

The  question  then  came  on  Mr.  Wilson's 
amendment  to  strike  out  "directed"  and  insert 
"requested." 

Mr.  McNary— While  the  statement  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  seems  to  be  pretty 
clear,  and  in  some  sense  it  is  conclusive,  at  the 
same  time  I  am  not  satisfied  that  we  have  acted 
upon  this  matter,  or  that  we  can  act  upon  it, 
properly.  While  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7 
has  taken  the  opposite  view,  I  think  it  is  very 
significant  that  he  presented  the  report  in 
which  he  uses  the  words  "under  the  direction 
of  the  mayor."  I  think  he  has  made  a  signifi- 
cant admission  when  he  put  that  clause  in  his 
repoit.  Certainly  that  clause  was  in  the  report, 
and  be  is  now  arguing  against  his  own  report. 
In  order  to  have  the  matter  settled  I  will,  at  the 
proper  time,  move  that  this  whole  matter  be 
laid  on  the  table  for  one  week,  and  if  that  mo- 
tion is  carried  or  not  carried,  I  will  present  the 
following  order: 

Ordered,  that  the  Judiciary  Committee  obtain 
the  opinion  of  the  corporation  counsel  as  to  the 
powers  of  the  City  Council  to  direct  the  heads 
of  departments  to  perform  certain  work  for 
which  appropriation  has  been  duly  provided 
and  remains  unexpended,  and  that  said  com- 
mittee be  requested  to  report  at  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  Common  Council. 

That,  in  my  opinion,  will  settle  the  question 
once  for  all.  I  think  that  is  the  proper  method 
for  us  to  take  in  order  to  settle  the  question.  I 
am  in  favor,  as  much  as  any  one,  of  the  exer- 
cise of  all  our  powers,  and  have  argued,  as 
strongly  as  1  could,  in  favor  of  proceeding  with 
this  work.  I  hope  the  opinion  of  the  corpora- 
tion counsel  will  be  favorable  to  the  view  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12;  but  I  am  not  now 
satisfied  that  that  is  the  correct  view.    I  do  not 
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propose  to  have  this  order  delayed  by  having-  it 
sent  back  to  us  by  the  mayor  after  consultation 
with  the  corporation  counsel.  I  therefore  move 
that  the  report  and  order  be  laid  on  the  table 
for  one  week,  so  that  I  may,  at  the  present  time, 
offer  the  order  which  I  have  read. 

Mr.  Ladd— It  seems  to  me  that  our  own  dig- 
nity should  prompt  us  to  insist  upon  a  right  of 
this  kind,  that  the  power  to  errant  an  appropria- 
tion carries  with  it  power  to  direct  for  what 
purpose  it  shall  be  used.  Therefore,  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  15  is  purely  for  us,  the  legislative  body,  to 
so  far  forget  our  dignity  as  not  to  insist  upon 
such  a  clear  right  as  that.  I  would  not  ask  the 
corporation  counsel  for  his  opinion.  I  would  go 
on  and  act  and  assume  that  we  have  that  right. 
If  we  have  not  that  right  then,  sir,  we  have  not 
the  right  which  properly  belorgs  to  a  legisla- 
tive body.  I  also  wish  to  correc*  one  other 
error  that  has  crept  into  this  discussion,  and 
that  is  that  this  Council  has  no  control  over  the 
office  of  city  architect.  We  are  the  creators  of 
the  ordinance  which  established  the  office  of 
city  architect.  There  can  be  no  question  about 
that.  We  can  repeal  that  ordinance,  and  there- 
fore the  city  arcbitect's  department  is  under 
our  control. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  trust  that  the  amendment 
will  not  prevail,  but  that  the  order  will  be 
passed  tonight.  I  am  inclined  to  believe  with 
my  friend  from  Ward  9.  in  the  discussion  which 
has  taken  place  here,  but  at  the  same  time  I  do 
not,  see  any  real  necessity  for  his  pressing  the 
amendment,  because,  although  tbe  order  reads 
"directed,"  I  think  the  amendment  would  carry 
as  much  weight  with  it.  If,  sir,  I  have  anvbody 
under  me,  over  whom  I  have  authority,  1  may 
write  a  note  to  him  requesting  hirn  to  do  a  cer- 
tain thing,  and  he  understands  that  he  is  di- 
rected to  do  it.  I  think  it  is  the  more  gentle- 
manly way  to  request  the  city  architect  to  pro- 
ceed at  once  to  -  complete  the  building, 
knowing  at  the  same  time  that  it  will  have 
as  much  weight  as  if  the  word  used  were 
"directed"  instead  of  "requested."  I  believe 
with  tbe  gentleman  from  Ward  7,  that  in  re- 
questing him  we,  as  members  of  the  Council, 
use  that  language  in  its  full  sense,  and  as  car- 
rying with  it  all  the  power  that  this  body  has. 
Retaining  the  right  to  direct  him,  he  under- 
stands, when  we  request  him,  that  we  absolute- 
ly direct  him  to  do  certain  things.  In  order  to 
avoid  longer  debate,  and  to  prevent  some  gen- 
tleman from  voting  against  what  we  all  seem 
to  believe  should  be  passed,  I  trust  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  7  will  accept  the  amendment 
to  change  "directed"  to  "requested,"  with  the 
understanding  that  we.  in  making  a  request, 
give  the  architect  a  polite  direction  to  do  that 
which  we  have  the  right  to  absolutely  and  per- 
emptorily direct  him  to  do.  I  trust  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  7  will  consider  that  in  changing 
1  be  order  from  "directed"  to  "requested."  he 
does  not  give  away  any  of  the  rights  which  the 
Council  possesses.  I  trust  tbe  members  will  con- 
sider that  the  word  "requested"  is  the  proper 
word  to  use  in  the  passage  of  such  an  order,  and 
that  it  will  have  1he  same  weight  as  "directed." 
Mr.  Leary— I  agree  fully  with  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  10  in  what  be  has  said.  I  believe  we 
should  assume  that  we  have  this  right.  We 
have  done  it  all  along,  and  no  trouble  has  come 
from  it.  I  cannot  see  any  reason  why  we  should 
not  do  it  now.  We  direct  the  superintendent  of 
streets  to  set  aside  a  certain  amount  of  money 
for  the  removal  of  snow  in  the  winter.  I  do 
not  see  why  we  should  not  direct  this  man 
to  do  this  work,  just  as  we  directed 
the  superintendent  of  public  buildings,  a 
few  weeks  ago,  to  put  in  repair  a  building  which 
has  been  burned.  That  is  just  what  we  have 
been  doing  right  along,  and  I  cannot  see  why 
the  city  architect  should  be  an  exception. 
There  is  only  one  reason,  and  that  is.  he  con- 
siders that  he  has  not  sufficient  money  with 
which  to  erect  the  building.  I  believe  that  tbe 
sums  appropriated  are  sufficient  to  build  those 
buildings,  and  I  believe  we  have  the  power  to 
order  him  to  expend  the  money,  and  that  wo 
should  exercise  that  power. 

Mr.  McNaky— I  think  the  last  two  gentlemen 
have  wandered  from  the  point  under  discus- 
sion. The  point  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
was  not  whether  we  should  direct  the  city 
architect,  but  whether  we  should  direct  him 
under  the  direction  of  the  mayor.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve we  have  ordered  the   superintendent  of 


public  buildings  or  any  other  head  of  a  depart- 
ment to  proceed  with  certain  work  without  in- 
cluding the  clause,  "Under  the  direction  of  His 
Honor  the  Mayor."  As  I  understand  it,  all 
these  orders  are  drawn  by  the  clerk  of  commit- 
tees, that  he  has  drawn  every  other  order  in 
that  shape,  and  that  every  order  we  have  passed 
here  has  contained  the  clause,  "Under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  mayor."  I  do  not  believe  we  have 
ordered  the  head  of  a  department  to  do  any- 
thing except  under  the  direction  of  the 
mayor.  But  there  is  a  general  disposition 
to  have  this  order  passed  tonight,  and  as 
I  am  in  favor  of  exercising  this  power, 
if  we  have  it,  and  with  the  view  of 
having  this  done,  I  will  vote  for  the  passage  or 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12,  and  if  it  passes  then  the  order  can  be  passed, 
and  the  question  will  have  to  be  decided  by  the 
corporation  counsel;  and  I  will,  later  on.  offer 
the  order  which  I  have  read  directing  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee  to  consider  the  whole  matter. 
Therefore,  to  enable  us  to  pass  this  order  to- 
night, I  will  withdraw  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table  for  one  week. 

Mr.  Wilson's  amendment  to  change  "directed" 
to  "requested"  was  declared  carried.  Mr.  Whall 
doubted  the  vote,  and  on  his  motion  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  ordered.  The  amendment  was 
rejected ;  yeas  20,  nays  23 : 

Yeas — Atwood,  Blume.  Bowrman,  Burr,  Cham- 
berlain, Clark.  Connolly,  Duggan,  Fisher, 
Frost,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Kelley,  Lattimore.  Per- 
kins, Sanger,  E.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Sund- 
berg,  Thayer.  Wilson— 20. 

Kays — Barry.  Carroll,  Cochran,  Coyle,  Dewey, 
Dolan,  Foss,  Fowler,  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Har- 
rington, Hayes.  Ladd,  Leary,  Light,  Mahoney, 
McEnaney,  McKenna,  McNary,  F.  R.  Morrison, 
J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Norton.  Nunan, 
O'Mealey.  Perry,  E.  J.  Powers,  Reillv.  Shaw, 
Short,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  leevens,  Whall— 33. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Carstensen,  Coleman, 
Davern,  Desmond,  Dunn,  Fottler,  Haggerty, 
Keliher,  Kennedy.  Lauten,  F.  Morison.  J.  Mur- 
phy. C.  C.  Powers,  Richards,  Snow,  Tracy,  Tut- 
tle,  Webster,  Whitmore— 19. 

Mr.  Whitmore's  amendment  was  adopted,  and 
the  qti'  stion  came  on  giving  the  order  as  amend- 
ed a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  now  move  that  the  order  be 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  with  in- 
structions to  obtain  the  opinion  of  tbe  corpora- 
tion counsel  as  to  the  power  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil to  direct  the  city  architect  to  perform  such 
work. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall  the  main  question 
was  ordered. 

The  order  as  amended  was  passed.  Mr.  Whall 
moved  to  reconsider;  lost.    Sent  up.   . 

HOME    FOR  PAUPERS. 

Mr.  Whal-l  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  on  the  request  (referred  Aug. 
22.  1SS7)  of  tbe  Board  of  Directors  for  Public  In- 
stitutions for  a  transfer  of  $25,000  from  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  House  of  Industry  to  the 
appropriation  for  Home  for  Paupers,  Long 
Island— Recommending  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  be  authorized 
to  transfer  the  sum  of  $25,000  from  the  appropri- 
ation for  the  House  of  Industry  to  the  appropri- 
ation for  Home  for  Paupers,  Long  Island. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question 
came  on  giving  the  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Ladd— What  is  the  transfer  to  be  from? 

The  Clerk— From  the  appropriation  for 
House  of  Industry  to  that  for  Home  for  Paup- 
ers. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading, 
and  Mr.  Whall  moved  that  the  rule  be  sus- 
pended. 

Mr.  Ladd— Before  the  rule  is  suspended  I 
would  like  to  know  something  about  tbe  order. 

Mr.  Whall— This  is  simply  to  make  the  ac- 
counts of  tbe  directors  for  public  institutions  all 
right.  It  is  simply  a  matter  of  book-keeping. 
They  need  $25,000  fort  ho  furnishing  of  the  new 
Homo  for  Paupers  at  Long  Island,  and  they  can 
spare  that  amount  from  the  money  already 
given  them  for  the  House  of  Industry,  at  Deer 
Island  and  they  desire  to  use  the  money  I'or 
Long  Island  instead  of  Deer  Island.  It'  neces- 
sary, the  gentleman  will  find  among  the  papers 
the  vote  of  the  directors  and  their  communica- 
tion to  the  city  government. 

Mr.  Sanger— Do  I  understand  that  the  $25,- 
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000  is  solely  for  furnishing  the  new  building  on 
Long  Island? 

Mr.  Whall-To  the  best  of  my  understanding 
that  is  what  it  is  for. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  to  inquire  if  the  com- 
mittee inquired  as  to  the  necessity  of  spending 
such  a  large  sum  as  that  iu  furnishing  the  new 
building? 

Mr.  W hall— The  board  of  directors  for  public 
institutions,  through  its  chairman,  was  present 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Finance  Committee  and 
explained  the  necessity  for  this  transfer.  I  do 
not  myself  remember  the  details  of  the  state- 
ment, but  tt  was  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  com- 
mittee that  the  request  was  a  reasonable  one, 
and  that  the  transfer  should  be  allowed,  seeing 
that  the  money  was  only  going  from  the  right 
hand  of  the  directors  into  the  left  hand,  and  it 
is  to  be  used  in  carrying  on  a  bu>iness  within 
the  purview  of  the  appropriation  when  made. 

Mr.  Sanger— I  hope  that  before  the  vote  is 
taken  some  gentleman  who  knows  the  facts 
will  tell  us  about  them.  It  seems  to  me  that 
$25,000  for  furnishing  a  home  for  paupers  will 
make  the  home  so  attractive  that  some  of  us 
might  like  to  live  there  ourselves. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  suspend- 
ing the  rule. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  hope  the  rule  will  not  be  sus- 
pended, and  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  not  in- 
sist upon  it.  It  does  seem  to  me  that  there  is 
something  here  which  we  should  understand. 
Unless  the  gentleman  can  explain  it  1  hope  the 
rule  will  not  be  suspended. 

Mr.  Whall— "We  have  the  following  among 
the  papers: 

Board  of  Directors  ) 

For  Public  Institutions, 

Boston,  Aug.  10,  1887.  ) 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  held  this  day  it  was 
ordered— That  the  president  be  authorized  to 
request  of  the  City  Council  the  transfer  of  $25,000 
from  the  appropriation  for  House  of  Industry  to 
the  appropriation  for  Home  for  Paupers,  Long 
Island,  to  take  effect  Aug.  15, 18S7,  and  the  latter 
appropriation  to  be  from  that  date  known  as 
appropriation  for  Home  for  Paupers,  Rainsford 
and  Long  i-lands. 

A  copy  of  record. 
Attest:  Michael  T.  Donohoe, 

Clerk  of  the  Board. 

Now  it  strikes  me  that  some  gentlemen  might 
be  deterred  f rem  voting  for  a  suspension  of  the 
rule  tonight  simply  from  the  side  light  that 
has  been  thrown  in  by  the  gentleman  in  the 
first  division.  On  one  side  is  the  word  "pauper," 
on  the  other  side  we  have  the  words  "$25,000." 
When  you  look  at  it  from  the  pauper  side  every 
individual  dollar  is  as  big  as  a  cart  wheel  If 
any  gentleman  has  any  hesitation  about  voting 
upon  this  matter,  then  he  must  have  been 
negligent  of  his  duty  in  not  having  visited  the 
large  institution  which  we  have  placed  upon 
Long  Island.  I  doubt  if  that  institution  can  be 
fitted  up  in  any  decent  style,  as  large  as  it  is, 
for  less  than  $25,000.  I  do  not  know  how  many 
hundreds  of  inmates  are  to  be  there,  but  if  you 
will  recollect  for  a  moment  that,  in  fitting  up  a 
little  home  of  our  own,  to  meet  the  needs  of  two 
or  three  persons,  we  sometimes  put  out  $1000  or 
$1500  in  not  very  handsome  furniture,  you  will 
see  that  $25,000  will  not  provide  very  handsome 
furniture  for  1000  inmates.  I  have  not  the 
slightest  doubt  but  that  the  amount  of  money 
here  asked  for  is  needed.  Under  the  head  of 
furniture  is  not  included  simply  beds  and  slop- 
buckets,  but  everything  that  is  needed  t«  fur- 
nish the  room-:.  It  is  to  furnish  them.  I  do  not 
think  we  are  going  to  give  them  hand  embroider- 
ed lambrequins,  nor  that  the  apartments  are  to 
be  covered  with  Brussels  carpets.  But  when 
the  directors  come  before  us  and  tell  us  that 
$25,000  is  needed  to  furnish  the  building,  to 
equip  and  put  in  running  order  an  institution 
which  is  to  accommodate  several  hundred  peo- 
ple, to  whom  it  is  to  be  a  snug  harbor;  when 
they  come  before  us  and  make  such  a  statement, 
and  when  the  case  is  heard  by  the  committee 
representing  both  branches  of  the  city  govern- 
ment; and  when  from  that  committee  comes 
the  unanimous  report  that  the  request  is  a  rea- 
sonable one,  then  I  do  not  think  the  time  has 
come  for  us  to  say  that  $25,000  is  needed  simply 
to  buy  sheets  and  feather  be.is  for  the  paupers. 
It  is  needed  to  equip  the  institution— to  send  it 
on  and  put  it  in  working  order— that  is  all. 

Mr.  Blume— I  have  not  been  often  heard  of 
late  in  this  chamber,  as  you  may  have  observed. 


because  I  have  become  disgusted.  But  I  am 
constrained  to  rise  in  my  seat  and  protest 
against  rushing  this  thing  through  here,  even 
though  it  involves  such  a  small  sum  as  $25,000. 
I  admit  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  will 
look  upon  $25,000  for  furnishing  a  home  foivpau- 
pers  as  an  insignificant  sum,  when  he  has  been 
willing  to  spend  $17,000  in  entertaining  a  colored 
queen.  [Laughter.]  But.  Mr.  President,  I  ob- 
ject to  any  chairman  of  a  committee  rushing 
through  an  order  involving  $25,000  without 
giving  the  rest  of  the  members  time  to  investi- 
gate such  a  matter.  What  harm  will  come  to 
the  paupers  if  action  is  delayed  another  week?  I 
say  it  is  an  outrage  upon  the  rest  of  the  mem- 
bers here  to  rush  in  and  in  a  few  minutes  force 
through  an  order  for  the  expenditure  of  $25,000. 
It  is  not  fair,  and  I  might  go  so  far  as  to  say  it 
might  not  be  honest.  Long  Island,  it  might  be 
well  to  remind  the  member  from  Ward  7,  is 
still  a  stench  in  the  nostrils  of  the  City  Council, 
not  only  in  regard  to  the  purchase  of  the  land, 
but  also,  in  my  opinion,  in  the  construction  of 
the  buildings  upon  that  land  and  all  the  appur- 
tenances. I  have  no  specific  charges  to  make, 
but  1  have  heard  enough  to  know,  in  my  own 
conscience,  that  Long  Island  is  now  fit  to  be  in- 
vestigated as  to  the  manner  in  which  those 
buildings  have  been  constructed.  With  the 
consciousness  of  that  feeling,  I  say  we  ought  to 
have  a  chance  to  investigate  and  see  if  this 
$25,000  is  going  to  be  honestly  expended. 

Mr.  Gomez— After  hearing  the  last  virtuous 
discourse  of  the  member  from  Ward  11.  I  feel 
almost  like  hesitating  about  voting  at  all,  but  I 
believe  that  if  this  city  government  is  going  to 
run  the  affairs  of  the  city  of  Boston  according 
to  the  way  the  members  from  Wards  11  and  10 
desire  them  to  be  run,  they  should  have  begun 
earlier  than  this,  and  run  it  altogether  accord- 
ing to  their  dictates.  If,  as  the  member  from 
Ward  11  stated,  it  is  a  very  slight  item,  and 
$25,000  is  not  going  to  startle  us  at  all,  what 
-would  the  four  times  that  amount  have 
amounted  to  had  we  purchased  the  Scott  lot 
in  South  Boston,  as  he  desired?  I  like  to 
hear  virtue  harped  upon  now  and  then. 
but  the  way  the  gentleman  rises  in  this  Council 
and  makes  a  fight,  as  he  did  upon  this  floor,  in 
favor  of  the  purchase  of  a  lot  sunken  under 
water,  and  tells  us  that  it  is  a  better  lot  than  the 
one  on  H  street,  as  he  did  sometime  ago,  and 
then  rises  here  and  makes  a  quarrel  about  some- 
thing he  knows  nothing  about— it  makes  me 
tired.  [Laughter]  Mr.  President,  I  know  noth- 
ing whatever  about  this  question.  So  far  as 
Long  Island  is  concerned  I  knew  nothing  about 
it  whatever  until  it  came  up  tonight.  But 
I  am  satisfied  that  a  large  institution, 
where  a  large  number  of  paupers  are 
to  be  accommodated  and  cared  for  by 
the  city  of  Boston,  will  require  at  least  $25,000  to 
equip  it,  and  I  cannot  see  how  that  amount  is 
going  to  furnish  it  in  a  luxurious  and  fashiona- 
ble manner.  Any  man  that  has  a  little  home  of 
his  own  will  consider  himself  verv  well  off  if  he 
has  $2500  worth  in  his  place,  and  S'2500  is  a  very 
poor  proportionate  part  of  that  amount,  consid- 
ering the  number  of  people  the  city  will  have  to 
take  care  of  at  Long  Island.  I  trust  that  the  or- 
der, as  it  stands,  will  pass,  and  I  also  hope  that 
we  shall  not  hear  any  more  references  to  Demo- 
cratic extravagance,  so  far  as  pauper  expendi- 
tures are  concerned.  Every  time  the  word  pau- 
per is  raised  in  this  Council,  the  Democratic 
party  has  to  take  blackguardism  for  whatever 
it  may  do  in  helping  that  matter  along.  I  trust, 
Mr.  President,  that  we  shall  hear  no  more  about 
it. 

Mr.  Whall— Several  things  that  have  been 
uttered  here  tonight  have  made  me  tired,  and  I 
think  the  time  has  come,"  and  I  think  it  is  a  fit- 
ting time  for  in  e  to  protest  against  the  cheap, 
contemptible  insinuations  that  are  hurled  at 
me,  not  only  in  the  columns  of  an  irresponsible 
sheet,  but  on  the  floor  of  this  chamber,  anent  my 
connection  with  the  reception  given  to  Her 
Majesty  the  Queen  of  the  Sandwich  Islands.  I 
am  tired  of  being  made  the  butt  of  this  whole 
business.  When  the  proper  time  comes,  and  on 
the  proper  platform.  I  have  the  facts  and  the 
figures  that  will  show  to  the  citizens  of  Boston, 
at  a  time  when  the  showing  will  amount  to 
something,  whether  the  Democrats  have  been 
extravagant,  or  whether  they  have  simply  in  a 
small  manner  aped  the  extravagances  of  by- 
gone years.  The  campaign  next  December  is 
yet  to  be  fought.    The  Record,  the  vile,  little 
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contemptible  sheet  that  sizes  up  its  own  worth 
when  it  places  it  at  a  value  less  than  that  of 
any  other  sheet  in  the  city  of  Boston,  has  been 
fighting  this  fight  from  the  start.  Democrats 
do  not  tight  their  campaigns  until  the  time  for 
voting  comes.  We  have  facts  and  figures  that 
will  then  satisfy  those  who  have  votes.  But 
when  a  respectable  gentleman  like  the  member 
from  Ward  11  comes  and  adds  the  weight  of  his 
dignity  and  the  reputation  of  his  fair  mind  to 
these  petty,  dirty  slings,  then  it  behooves  me, 
even  as  the  insignificant  worm,  to  turn. 
I  am  glad  that  another  Daniel  has  come  to 
judgment,  f  am  glad  that  he,  who  was  will- 
ing to  participate  in  this  junket,  as  it  is  called— 
he  who  in  the  Victoria  Hotel,  perhaps  under 
influences  that  I  need  not  now  mention,  thought 
it  was  one  of  the  grandest  celebrations  that 
Boston  ever  vouchsafed  to  its  visitors.  He  ap- 
plauded the  committee,  and  he  probably  caused 
as  much  as  any  one  else  of  that  large  bill  for 
things  that  are  not  eaten.  When  he  comes 
here  and  stultifies  himself  by  throwing  mud  at 
me  for  acting  in  a  performance  in  which  he 
himself  played  no  little  part,  it  is  time  that  the 
people  should  know  the  facts.  I  am  glad  that 
this  white-robed  Daniel  has  come  to  judgment. 
I  am  glad  that  he  who  ostensibly  on  an  errand 
of  condolence,  respect  and  patriotic  reverence 
for  the  worth  of  a  departed  vice-president  of 
the  United  States,  who  under  the  semblance  of 
all  these  things,  took  part  in  a  transcontinental 
junket  that  even  a  Republican  paper  of  this 
city,  the  Beacon,  represented  as  an  orgie — 

Mr.  Sanger— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order  that  the 
gentleman  is  not  speaking  to  the  question  of  the 
suspension  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  Whall-I  will  state  before  the  ruling  is 
made  that  I  am  talking  against  the  increase — 

Mr.  Sanger — I  insist  upon  my  point  of  order. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  rule  the 
point  of  order  is  not  well  taken.  The  question 
is  on  the  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  Whall- Then  I  hope  the  rule  will  be 
suspended,  for  the  reason  that  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  11  may  have  induced 
some  members  of  the  Council  to  vote  against  it. 
The  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11 
may  perhaps  have  created  a  false  impression, 
and  the  reason  I  took  up  those  remarks  was  to 
remove  that  impression.  The  time  has  not  yet 
come  to  fight  out  our  fight  upon  Queen  Kapio- 
lani  or  the  Princess  of  Tnnbuctoo.  In  due  time 
I  shall  attend  to  that.  But  tonight  we  are  con- 
fronted with  a  question  simply  anil  purely  ad- 
ministrative. The  question  is  not  simply 
whether  the  chairman  of  the  committee  par- 
ticipated in  the  reception  to  Queen  Kapiolani. 
The  question  is,  are  $25,000  needed  for  furnish- 
ing the  Home  for  Paupers  on  Long  Island? 
Don't  let  this  sand  be  thrown  in  your  eyes;  don't 
let  the  petty  sneers  of  the  gentleman— of  wh  ich 
he  himself  will  be  ashamed  when  he  reads 
them  tomorrow—befog  your  minds.  The  ques- 
tion is,  is  it  wise  to  accede  to  the  request  of  the 
directors  for  public  institutions? 

Mr.  Blume— In  a  hurry. 

Mr.  Whall — 1  thftik  it  is  wise,  from  the  evi- 
dence before  me.  I  am  not  trying  to  stifle  de- 
bate. If  the  gentleman  thinks  he  needs  further 
time  let  him  vote  against  suspending  the  rule. 
Neither  the  Finance  Committee  nor  any  member 
of  it  can  suspend  the  rules.  One  would  imagine 
that  the  majority  of  this  Council  were  in  a  vast 
combination  to  rush  things  through  here.  The 
Finance  Committee  does  not  care  a  cent 
whether  this  matter  goes  through  tonight.  We 
have  no  interest  in  the  matter.  The  present 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  part  of  this 
Council  was  not  in  the  government  when  Long 
Island  was  bought,  or  soid,  or  traded  for,  and  he 
knows  as  little  about  the  transaction  as.  per- 
haps, the  gentleman  from  Ward  11  himself 
knows,  so  that  the  insinuation  against  me  in 
that  particular  is  nothing  but  empty  vapor. 
The  only  question  is  this,  are  we  satisfied  that 
the  request  of  thedirectors  is  reasonable?  If 
not,  let  us  get  further  time  until  we  are  satisfied 
of  that  fact.  If  we  are  satisfied  let  us  grant 
their  request.  I  am  sorry  that  I  was  not  present 
at  the  meeting  of  the  committee,  as  1  might 
have  been  able  to  give  the  arguments  and  state- 
ments there  made.  I  was  not  present  at  the 
meeting  when  this  matter  was  considered,  and 
all  my  information  I  have  got  second  hand  from 
other  members  of  the  committee.  But  I  have  no 
doubt  that  reasons  were  given  which  commend- 
ed this  measure  to  all  the  members  of  the  com- 


mittee, or  the  transfer  wo\ild  not  have  been 
recommended. 

Mr.  McNary  I  for  one  do  not  piopose  to  op- 
pose the  appropriation  of  $25,000.  if  that  amount 
is  needed,  particularly  as  the  Directors  for  Pub- 
lic Institutions  merely  propose  to  transfer  that 
money  from  one  appropriation  to  another.  But 
at  the  same  time,  I  do  not  think  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7,  or  any  other  member  of  the 
Finance  Committee,  has  given  us  any  reasons 
why  the  transfer  is  needed  at  the  present  time, 
or  should  take  place.  I  should  like  to  have  the 
reasons.  No  doubt  sufficient  reasons  can  be 
furnished,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  committee 
to  furnish  them  to  the  Common  Council.  I  also 
remember  that  in  the  request  of  Board  of  Direc- 
tors for  Public  Institutions  they  ask  that  the 
transfer  shall  be  put  through  so  as  to  take 
effect  back  to  Aug.  15.  What  does  that 
mean?  If  I  know  anything  about  the  mat- 
ter at  all,  or  can  understand  it,  it  means 
this,  that  the  directors  for  public  institutions 
are  using  this  money  at  the  present  time  for 
furnishing  this  building.  They  may  be  doing 
that,  and  may  have  a  perfect  right  to  do  it,  but 
I  cannot  understand  why  it  should  take  effect 
back  to  Aug.  15  if  that  is  not  the  case.  If  that 
is  the  case,  it  is  evident  to  me  that  it  is  of  no 
particular  importance  whether  we  pass  this  or- 
der tonight  or  next  Thursday  night,  and  it  will 
do  no  hurt  to  lay  it  over  one  week.  What  harm 
will  it  do?  I  don't  believe  that  a  transfer  of 
$25,000  should  go  through  the  Common  Council 
with  any  member  unsatisfied  that  it  is  correct 
and  proper,  so  that  in  the  future  no  man  shall 
get  up  and  say  that  there  was  something  sus- 
picious connected  with  the  transfer  th*t  could 
not  be  explained,  and  was  not  explained.  I  be- 
lieve there  are  good  reasons  why  the  transfer 
should  be  made,  and  for  that  reason  I  will  vote 
against  suspension  of  the  rule,  hoping  that  the 
information  desired  will  be  presented  at  the 
next  meeting. 

Mr.  F.  R.  Morrison— There  are  many  things 
which  have  been  said  here  tonight  which  have 
made  me  tired.    I  move  we  now  adjourn, 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost. 

The  question  was  on  suspending  the  rule. 

Mr.  Perkins— I  think  this  matter  can  safely 
go  over  one  week.  There  seem  to  be  a  good 
many  gentlemen  here  not  satisfied.  I  haven't 
much  doubt  in  my  own  mind  that  the  directors 
for  public  institutions  can  furnisM  us  a  list  of 
articles  required  in  the  building  that  would 
amount  to  $25,000  or  thereabouts,  even  with 
economy.  It  is  a  very  large  building,  as  most  of 
us  have  seen.  There  are  a  great  many  inci- 
dentals which  would  amount  up  to  a  consider- 
able sum.  Take  a  new  building,  entirely  empty, 
and  furnish  it  economically  and  plainly— just 
about  decent— going  from  the  basement  clear  to 
the  top,  with  most  of  the  articles  new  in  order 
to  compare  with  the  building,  and  $25,000  can  be 
easily  expended,  I  think,  with  economy.  While 
I  am  in  sympathy  with  the  order,  I  hope  it  will 
go  over  for  another  week  so  that  all  can  be  satis- 
fied, and  perhaps  if  the  committee  could  have  a 
schedule  of  the  articles  here — which  I  do  not 
doubt  they  will  be  able  to  do— it  would  explain 
everything  satisfactorily. 

Mr.  Whall— I  haven't  the  least  desire  to  rush 
the  matter  through  tonight.  After  listening  to 
the  debate  which  has  just  taken  place  I  think  it 
wise  that  we  should  know  the  objects  for  which 
this  $25,000  is  sought.  Therefore,  with  unani- 
mous consent,  I  will  withdraw  the  motion  to 
suspend  the  rule. 

No  objection  being  offered,  the  motion  to  sus- 
pend the  rule  was  withdrawn,  and  the  order 
went  over  to  the  next  meeting. 

LUNCH  ORDER. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Murphy— I  desire  to  offer  the  privi- 
leged order. 

The  clerk  read  the  order — That  the  city 
messenger  be  requested  to  provide  a  lunch  in 
the  ante-room  for  the  members,  officers  and  re- 
porters, the  expense  attending  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Common 
Council. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  the 
question  came  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Carroll— I  wish  to  offer  an  amendment 
—That  the  members  he  allowed  the  privilege 
of  going  to  the  Parker  House,  instead  of  going 
to  the  ante-room,  the  expense  attending  the 
same  to  be  charged  to  the  contingent  fund  of 
the  Common  Council. 


SEPTEMBER     23,     1887. 


794 


Mr.  Sanger— I  don't  know  whether  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  15  is  made 
in  good  faith  or  not.  But  whether  it  is  or  not, 
it  seems  to  me  not  wise  to  pass  either  this  order 
or  the  other  order,  for  the  simple  reason  that 
there  is  so  little  business  on  the  calendar  to  be 
disposed  of.  There  has  been  considerable  talk- 
ing tonight,  and  I  stand  ready  to  take  whatever 
blame  may  attach  to  me  for  taking  part  in  the 
discussion.  But  it  seems  to  me  we  all  want  to 
get  home  now,  and  don't  want  a  lunch  I  hope 
that  either  order  will  not  be  passed. 

Mr.  Carroll— I  will  state  that  I  offered  my 
amendment  in  good  faith.  I  don't  believe  in 
our  going  into  the  ante-room  to  get  a  lunch.  I 
understand  that  the  expense  is  greater  than  if 
we  should  go  across  the  street,  and  therefore  I 
have  offered  this  and  hope  it  will  pass. 

The  order  as  offered  by  Mr.  J.  J.  Murphy  was 
passed ;  yeas  30,  nays  21 : 

Yeas— Carroll,  Cochran,  Connolly,  Coyle,  Do- 
lan,  Duggan,  Fisher,  Foss,  J.  Gallagher.  P.  J. 
Gallagher,  Gomez,  Harrington,  KelTey,  Leary. 
Mahoney,  McEnaney,  McNary,  J.  J.  Murphy,  W. 
H.  Murphy,  Nunan,  Perry,  E.  J.  Powers.  Reilly, 
Shaw.  Short,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan.  Sund- 
berg, Teevens,  Whall— 30. 

Nays— Atwood,  Blume,  Burr,  Clark,  Dewey, 
Fottler.  Fowler,  Frost,  Hayes,  Ladd,  Lattimore, 
Light,  McKenna,  F.  R.  Morrison,  Norton,  O'Mea- 
ley,  Perkins,  Sanger,  E.  Sullivan,  Thayer,  Wil- 
son—21. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Barry,  Bowman,  Cars- 
tensen,  Chamberlain,  Coleman,  Davern,  Des- 
mond, Dunn.  Haggerty,  Keliher,  Kennedy,  Lau- 
ten,  F.  Morison,  J.  Murphy.  C.  C.  Powers,  Rich- 
ards, Snow,  Tracy,  Tuttle,  Webster,  Whit- 
more — 21. 

Mr.  Fisher  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

Mr.  F.  R.  Morrison  moved  to  adjourn ;  lost. 
Mr.  Frost  doubted  the  vote  and  called  for  tr-e 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered.  The  motion 
was  lost ;  yeas  22,  nays  29 : 

Yeas— Atwood,  Blume.  Burr,  Clark,  Coyle, 
Dewey,  Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost,  Kennedy,  Ladd, 
Lattimore,  Light,  McKenna,  F.  R.  Morrison, 
Norton.  O'Mealey,  Perkins,  Sanger,  E.  Sullivan, 
Thayer,  Wilson— 22.  t 

Nays— Barry,  Carroll,  Cochran,  Connolly,  Do- 
lan,  Duggan,  Fisher.  Foss,  P.  J.  Gallagher, 
Gomez,  Harrington,  Kelley,  Leary,  Mahoney, 
McEnaney,  McNary.  J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Mur- 

§hy,  Nunan.  Perry,  E.  J.  Powers,  Reilly,  Shaw, 
hort,  J.   H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg, 
Teevens,  Whall— 29. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Bowman,  Carstensen, 
Chamberlain,  Coleman,  Davern,  Desmond, 
Dunn,  J.  Gallagher,  Haggerty,  Hayes.  Keliher, 
Lauten,  F.  Morison,  J.  Murphy,  C.  C.  Powers, 
Richards,  Snow,  Tracy,  Tuttle,  Webster,  Whit- 
more — 21. 

NEW    CAMBRIDGE  BRIDGE  LOAN. 

Mr.  Whall  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  on  the  message  of  the  mayor 
(referred  Aug.  8,  1887,)  transmitting  a  commu- 
nication from  the  city  treasurer  relative  to  cer- 
tain loans— Recommending  the  passage  of  the 
following : 

Ordered,  That  the  city  treasurer  be  author- 
ized to  borrow  the  sum  of  $250,000  for  the  term 
of  30  years,  and  bearing'  interest  at  the  rate  of  4 
per  cent  per  annum,  payable  semi-annually,  to 
meet  the  city  of  Boston's  share  of  the  expenses 
of  building  the  new  bridge  to  Cambridge  as  re- 
quired by  Chapter  282  of  the  Acts  of  1887,  certifi- 
cates to  be  denominated  on  the  face  thereof  of 
"New  Cambridge  Bridge  Loan." 

Ordered,  That  the  order  of  July  13.  1887.  au- 
thorizing the  city  treasurer  to  borrow  .$250,000, 
to  be  denominated  "New  Cambridge  Bridge 
Loan,"  under  certain  conditions  therein  named ; 
also  the  order  bearing  same  date,  providing  for 
certain  requests  to  be  made  to  the  bidders  for 
the  aforesaid  loan,  be  and  the  same  hereby  are 
rescinded. 

Report  accepted,  orders  read  a  second  time 
under  suspension  of  the  rule  and  rejected,  yeas 
45.  nays  0  (48  votes  being  required) : 

Yeas  —  Atwood,  Barry,  Cochran,  Connolly, 
Dewey,  Duggan,  Fisher,  Foss.  Fottler,  Fowler, 
Frost,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez, 
Harrington,  Kelley,  Kennedy,  Ladd,  Lattimore, 
Leary.  Mahoney,  McEnaney,  McKenna,  Mc- 
Nary, F.  R.  Morrison.  J.  J.  Murphy,  W. 
H.  Murphy,  Norton,  Nunan,  O'Mealev,  Per- 
kins, Perry,  E.  .1.  Powers,  Reillv,  Sanger, 
Shaw,  Short,   E.  Sullivan,    J.  H.  Sullivan.  R. 


Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevens,  Thayer,  Whall, 
Wilson — 45. 

Nays— 0. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Blume,  Bowman,  Burr, 
Carroll,  Carstensen,  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Cole- 
man, Coyle,  Davern,  Desmond,  Dolan,  Dunn, 
Haggerty,  Hayes,  Keliher,  Lauten,  Light,  F. 
Morison,  J.  Murphy,  C  C.  Powers,  Richards, 
Snow,  Tracey,  Tuttle,  Webster,  Whitmore— 27. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping 
it  would  prevail ;  carried.  On  motion  of  Mr. 
Whall  the  orders  were  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Council,  at  8  o'clock  P.M. 

INSPECTION  OF    BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Whall  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  on  the  order  (referred  Sept. 
8,  1887)  authorizing  the  city  auditor  to  transfer 
the  sum  of  §1000  from  the  reserved  fund  to  the 
appropriation  for  inspection  of  buildings— That 
in  their  opinion  the  order  ought  to  pass, 

Report  accepted  and  said  order  ordered  to  a 
second  reading  and  laid  over. 

SATURDAY  HALF  HOLIDAYS. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  Mr.  Connolly 
offered  an  order— That  the  heads  of  all  depart- 
ments be  requested  to  continue  the  half  holiday 
Saturday  to  its  employees  whose  services  can  be 
dispensed  with  during  the  winter  months. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  hope  this  matter  will  not  be 
rushed  through  here  tonight.  It  is  certanly  a 
matter  which  ought  to  have  the  serious  consid- 
eration of  every  member  here.  I  had  supposed 
that  we  had  gotten  about  through  with  these 
questions.  In  the  first  place,  we  were  told  that 
it  was  necessary  to  have  these  half  holidays  in 
order  to  favor  these  men  during  the  warm  sum- 
mer months,  and  now  we  are  told  that  it  is 
necessary  during  the  whiter.  Is  there  to  be  no 
stop  here  at  all?  Are  we  not  to  have  the  inter- 
ests of  the  city  of  Boston  ever  at  heart?  We  are 
simply  robbing  the  city  of  Boston  in  order  to 
put  the  money  into  tne  hands  of  a  few  people. 
It  is  nothing  more  nor  less  thana  vastnionopofy, 
— that  is  all  it  is.  These  people  don't  believe  in 
monopoly,  but  they  are  carrying  on  a  monopoly. 
That  is  all  it  is— nothing  else  in  the  world ;  and 
they  are  injuring  the  laboring  men  of  the  city  of 
Boston  more  than  they  are  benefiting  them. 
They  are  taking  away  from  the  vast  majority 
working  in  the  city  of  Boston  and  putting  into 
the  hands  of  a  few— a  despicable  few.  I  am  an- 
noyed when  these  things  come  up.  I  know  how 
foolish  they  are.  I  know  that  the  gentlemen 
who  introduce  these  orders  don't  understand 
their  effect  and  don't  know  the  meaning  of 
what  they  are  doing.  You  are  asking  .the 
laboring  men  in  the  city  of  Boston  who 
own  a  little  property  or  own  no  property 
to  pay  this  money  in  increased  taxes.  You 
are  asking  them  to  put  their  hands  in  their 
own  pockets  and  take  out  some  money  in  order 
to  give  it  to  a  few  individuals  who  happen 
to  work  for  the  city  of  Boston.  That  is  all  non- 
sense. We  are  asked  to  sanction  such  a  course 
as  that.  I  say  it  is  suicidal.  Instead  of  being  in 
the  interest  of  the  laboring  man,  it  is  directly 
contrary  to  his  interest.  I  move  to  assign  this 
matter  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council  at  8 
o'clock. 

The  rule  was  suspended. 

Mr.  Ladd  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  a 
verification  by  yeas  and  nays.  The  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered,  and  the  rule  was  suspended ; 
yeas  32,  nays  15: 

Yeas— Barry,  Carroll,  Cochran,  Connolly,  Do- 
lan, Duggan,  Foss,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher, 
Gomez,  Harrington,  Kelley,  Kennedy,  Leary, 
Mahoney,  McEnaney,  McKenna,  McNary,  J.  J. 
Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Nunan,  O'Mealey, 
Perry,  E.  J.  Powers,  Reilly,  Shaw,  Short,  J.  H. 
Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevens,  Whall 
—32. 

Nays— Atwood,  Dewey,  Fisher,  Fottler,  Fowler, 
Frost,  Ladd,  Lattimore.  F.  R.  Morrison,  Norton, 
Perkins,  Sanger,  E.  Sullivan,  Thayer,  Wilson 
—15. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Blume.  Bowman.  Burr, 
Carstensen,  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Coleman, 
Coyle,  Davern.  Desmond,  Dunn.  Haggerty, 
Hayes,  Keliher,  Lauten,  Light,  F.  Morison,  J. 
Murphy.  C.  C.  Powers,  Richards,  Snow,  Tracy, 
Tuttle,  Webster,  Whitmore— 25. 

The  question  came  on  giving  the  order  a  sec- 
ond reading.  . 

Mr.  Frost— I  am  sorry  to  have  an  order  offered 
granting  such  a  great  absence  to  the  city  labor- 
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ers— one  twelfth  of  their  time.  This  same  order 
was  passed  for  the  summer  season.  We  all 
granted  it  to  be  at  that  time  a  desirable  thing  to 
do,  but  now,  sir,  in  the  winter  months,  when 
the  days  at  the  longest  are  very  short,  we  are 
asked  to  grant  one  twelfth  of  their  time  to  the 
laborers.  I  think,  sir,  it  is  a  very  foolish  and 
wrong  thing  for  the  taxpayers  and  citizens  of 
Boston  to  be  called  upon  to  contribute  one 
twelfth  of  the  working  time  to  these  men.  I 
hope  the  order  will  not  pass. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Murphy— I  hope  the  order  will  be 
put  upon  its  passage,  and  I  would  ask  the  gen- 
tleman who  has  just  taken  his  seat  how  he 
would  like  to  get  up  at  2  o'clock  in  the  morning 
and  take  a  broom  and  walk  from  here  to 
Charlestown  with  it,  and  consider  that  it  was  a 
high-handed  outrage  upon  the  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton. [Laughter.]  Would  you  do  it,  or  like  to  do 
it?  If  you  do,  we  will  give  you  a  job  at  it. 
[Laughter.]  You  would  have  to  get  up  before 
breakfast  to  do  that,  and  then  you  wouldn't  get 
home  until  it  was  nearly  10  o'clock  at  night. 
Talk  about  the  taxpayers  of  Boston!  Talk  about 
the  laboring  classes;  see  whether  they  need  it 
or  not.  You  need  it ;  I  need  it,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent. So  does  every  la  boring  man  who  stands  in 
the  universe  today.  In  regard  to  shovelling 
snow  in  the  summer  months— [Loud  laughter.] 

The  President — The  Chair  will  ask  the  gen- 
tlemen to  preserve  order. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Murphy— I  think  there  is  better 
coasting  in  the  gentleman's  neighborhood  in 
summer  than  in  winter.  Certainly  he  never 
handled  a  shovel,  and  consequently  he  thinks 
it  is  a  high-handed  outrage  to  give  the  gentle- 
men who  labor— the  sons  of  toil— a  haif  holiday. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  Connolly— I  think  the  services  of  the 
men  can  be  dispensed  with  for  half  a  day  in  the 
winter  months,  and  my  reasons  for  thinking  so 
are  these :  Men  working  for  private  corporations 
and  private  individuals  are  working  seven  hours 
a  week  less  than  city  employees.  All  the  build- 
ing trades  are  working  nine  hours  a  day,  with 
eight  hours  on  Saturday,  and  I  don't  think  that 
the  city  of  Boston  will  lose  anything  by  giving 
five  hours  out  of  sixty  to  the  employees  whose 
services  can  be  dispensed  with.  Now,  if  I 
thought  it  would  be  well  to  offer  an  order  here 
to  give  nine  hours  a  day,  I  would  be  satisfied  to 
have  that  go  through,  but  I  think  that  every 
member  of  this  Council  should  vote  to  give  a 
Saturday  half  holiday  to  city  laborers  during 
the  winter  months  and  continue  it  during  the 
whole  year.    I  hope  the  order  will  pass. 

Mr.  Gomez— I  did  have  something  to  say,  but 
whan  it  comes  to  shovelling  snow  in  the  sum- 
mer time  I  am  all  broke  up.  [Laughter.]  But, 
joking  aside,  we  heard  the  same  arguments  in 
opposition  at  the  beginning  of  the  summer 
months,  when  it  was  proposed  ir.  this  Council 
to  give  the  laborers  a  half  holiday  on  Saturday, 
It  is  the  same  old  story.  Talk  about  the  labor- 
ing people,  and  it  is  the  same  as  putting  fire  to  a 
powder  mine.  I  suppose  it  is  the  duty  of  cer- 
tain members  of  this  Council  to  be  the  watch- 
dogs of  the  treasury,  and  to  protect  the  citizens 
of  Boston  and  see  that  somebody  doesn't  hitch 
on  chains  to  our  little  municipality  and  tow  it 
off  down  the  harbor  and  sell  it  to  the  highest 
bidder. 

Mr.  Frost— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I  do 
not  see  a  quorum  present. 

Mr.  Gomez— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

The  President— A  quorum  appears  to  be 
present. 

Mr.  Gomez— As  I  said  at  the  start-off,  when  I 
was  interrupted  by  the  member  who  has  just 
taken  his  seat — who  undoubtedly  wouldn't  have 
interrupted  if  the  argument  had  not  been  going 
against  him— at  the  beginning  of  the  summer 
months,  when  the  half-holiday  matter  was  first 
discussed,  we  heard  the  same  cry:  the  money 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  the  taxpayers  of  the  city 
of  Boston  and  the  city  of  Boston  itself.  We 
have  heard  it  all  tnrough  the  year,  from  the 
first  of  January  until  now,  and  I  don't  know 
that  we  are  any  the  worse  off.  If  the  summer 
months  are  any  worse  for  the  workingmen  of 
Boston,  if  there  is  any  more  reason  why  the 
workingmen  should  have  a  half  holiday  in  the 
summer  time  on  Saturday  than  in  the  winter 
time,  I  should  like  to  hear  the  argument  that 
that  is  the  case.  If  we  want  to  come  down  to 
reason,  rjiere  is  more  argument  in  favor  of  giv- 
ing the  laboring  man  a  half  holiday  in  winter 
than  there  is  in  summer.    When  men  speak  of 


short  hours  in  the  winter  time  they  don't  mean 
it,  because  the  laboring  hours  are  the  same, 
whether  it  is  winter  or  summer.  A  day's  work 
in  the  summer  is  just  the  same  as  it  is  in  the 
winter.  They  may  in  summer  leave  off  work 
when  the  sun  has  not  yet  gone  below  the  hori- 
zon, but  in  winter  they  have  to  work  after  dark, 
and  the  hours  of  labor  are  the  same.  It  is  ridic- 
ulous to  stand  liere  and  say  that  the  days  in 
winter  are  shorter  than  they  are  in  summer, 
when  hours  are  considered  and  nothing  else. 
We  don't  say  a  man  shall  work  from  daylight  to 
dark;  we  say  he  shall  work  from  a  certain  hour 
to  a  certain  hour,  and  I  think  that  as  far  as 
weather  is  concerned,  if  a  working-man  deserves 
a  half  holiday  on  account  of  the  toil  and  the 
oppressive  weather  he  has  to  endure  in  the  sum- 
mer months,  he  more  surely  deserves  it  in  the 
winter  time.    I  hope  the  order  will  pass. 

Mr.  Leary— I  hope  this  order  will  pass  be- 
cause when  it  was  introduced  last  year  I  know 
as  a  fact  that  there  is  nothing  that  suited  the 
workingmen  of  the  city  better.  I  also  know 
that  the  mayor  stated  in  his  inaugural  address 
that  it  was  a  benefit  to  the  taxpayers  because 
the  men  worked  much  hotter  during  the  other 
five  days  of  the  week,  on  account  of  the  liber- 
ality of  the  city.  This  matter  is  something 
which  the  workingmen  are  interested  in.  I  do 
not  know  as  it  is  necessary  to  say  anything 
more,  after  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  7,  although  I  believe  it  is  an  important 
matter.  I  think  we  all  understand  it,  and  I 
move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Atwood— I  hope  the  gentleman  will  not 
press  the  motion  for  the  previous  question.  I 
think  there  are  other  representatives  of  the 
workingmen  here  who  should  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  state  the  other  side  of  the  question, 
and  I  would  ask  as  a  particular  favor  that  the 
gentleman  will  permit  me  5  or  10  minutes  to 
present  the  other  side  of  the  case  in  the  interest 
of  the  workingman. 

Mr.  Leary— I  have  no  desire  to  shut  off  de- 
bate. I  will  withdraw  the  motion  if  the  gentle- 
man will  renew  it. 

Mr.  Atwood— 1  will  renew  it.  I  rise  at  this 
time,  Mr.  President,  in  the  interest  of  the  work- 
ingmen of  Boston,  although  some  of  them  may 
think  I  am  against  them.  I  think  that  if  they 
will  refer  to  the  experience  of  other  cities,  by 
reference  to  the  articles  in  the  newspapers,  they 
will  see  that  in  the  city  of  New  York  especially 
the  workingmen  have  found  out  that  these 
measures  have  been  to  their  detriment.  If  the 
Council  will  permit  me  I  will  read  an  article 
which  happened  to  come  to  my  notice.  It  is 
headed,  "A  Significant  Failure."    [Reading]: 

The  fact  that  the  Saturday  half  holiday  has  proved  so 
unsatisfactory  in  New  York  both  to  employers  and  em- 
ployed I  hat  it  has  \  Irtuxlly  come  to  an  end  is  not  without 
its  significance.  Employers  who  as  a  class  were  at  first 
disposed  to  favor  the  half  holiday  have  "iseovered  that 
in  these  days  of  sharp  competition  they  could  not  afford 
to  pay  six  days'  wages  for  five  and  a  half  days'  work, 
v  hile  employers  in  the  same  lines  of  business  in  other 
cities  received  six  days'  work  for  six  days'  wages;  and 
employees  soon  discovered  that  they  did  not  care  to  spend 
Saturday  afternoons  in  pleasure  it  thev  were  to  pay  for 
the  privilege  by  the  loss  of  Saturday  afternoon's  wages. 
It  is  not  improbable  when  the  half-holiday  plan  was  in- 
augurated it  was  thought  that  the  increased  cost  of 
production  which  it  would  involve  would  be  thrown 
on  the  employers;  that  labor  would  virtually  get  a 
month's  idleness  each  year  at.  the  expense  of  capital.  The 
trial  of  the  experiment  proves  that  capital  does  not  pro- 
pose to  bear  this  expense,  and  labor  cannot  afford  to  bear 
it.  The  principle  here  involved  applies  to  the  tendency 
to  multiply  holidays  This  is  a  world  of  work.  Whenever 
a  workh  g  day  is  taken  for  pleasure  and  idleness,  when- 
ever a  new  holiday  is  created,  the  expense  of  it  has  to  be 
borne  by  somebody.  The  idea  of  the  workingmen  who 
advocate  tlic  multiplication  of  holidays,  and  the  lessen- 
ing of  the  hours  of  labor,  is  that  capital  can  be  for 1  to 

pay  the  expense  incurred.  It  is  a  (ptestion  whether  this 
idea  is  correct.  It  lias  been  discovered  that  capital  would 
not  pay  for  the  New  York  .Saturday  half  holiday,  and 
labor  could  not  well  do  it.  It  is  a  question  whether  capi- 
tal pays  for  our  Massachusetts  ''Labor  day,"  and  the 
question  may  yet  be  raised  whether  labor  can  really 
afford  it. 

I  think,  gentlemen,  that  article,  which  you 
will  find  in  the  Traveller  of  today,  expresses  my 
idea,  and  that  nine-tenths  of  the  laboring  men 
in  the  city  of  Boston  will  endorse  that  state- 
ment if  the  facts  are  properly  before  them.  Now 
in  accordance  with  the  agreement  with  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  13  I  will  call  for  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  Carroll— I  hope  the  main  question  will 
not  be  put.  I  think  there  are  arguments  enough 
to  be  presented  to  this  Council  to  show  that  a 
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Saturday  half  holiday  will  merely  put  the  me- 
chanics and  laboring  men  employed  by  the  city 
of  Boston  on  an  equality  with  the  other  laborers 
in  the  city.  All  the  other  mechanics  work  53 
hours  a  week ;  for  that  reason  a  comparison  can 
be  made  between  the  two  classes  of  laborers, 
and  if  the  previous  question  is  withdrawn  it 
will  give  an  opportunity  to  make  such  a  com- 
parison. 

Mr.  Atwood  withdrew  the  motion  for  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  Carroll— My  idea  is  that  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton should  stand  in  the  same  position  in  regard 
to  its  laborers  that  the  outdoor  contractors  oc- 
cupy. Since  the  first  of  April  all  the  mechanics 
and  laborers  connected  with  the  trades  through- 
out Boston  have  been  working  nine  hours  a  day, 
making  53  hours  a  week.  The  city  of  Boston, 
through  the  indulgence  of  the  City  Council,  has 
granted  the  laborers  55  hours  a  week  until  noon 
of  Saturday.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  members 
of  the  Council  how  they  would  like  to  see  other 
men  going  home  while  they  continued  to  work? 
Would  they  not  have  the  same  feeling  if  they 
were  in  the  same  position?  There  it  is  in  the 
city  of  Boston,  men  in  all  the  trades  going 
home  and  those  employed  by  the  city  of 
Boston  still  working.  Their  hearts  are  not 
in  their  work.  I  think  some  recognition 
should  be  given  them.  Something  has  been 
gained  by  giving  them  a  half-holiday ;  take  it 
away  and  they  will  not  work  well  at  all.  I  have 
seen  men  work  harder  in  the  Sewer  Department 
of  Boston  than  any  contractor's  work  their  men, 
and  I  have  tried  to  compare  the  work  of  the 
men  employed  by  the  city  with  that  of  men  em- 
ployed by  contractors,  and  I  can  call  it  nothing 
better  than  slave-driving.  I  think  there  is  a 
unity  of  sentiment  throughout  the  city  that  this 
half  holiday  should  be  granted,  and  I  think  that 
the  city  of  Boston  should  take  the  lead.  I  hope 
the  order  will  pass. 

Mr.  Fottler— The  gentleman  from  Wad  15 
had  brought  up  some  questions  and  compari- 
sons, ana  I  for  one  would  like  a  little  more  time 
to  look  into  the  matter.  There  may  be  some 
truth  in  what  he  has  stated,  and  I  ask  that  the 
matter  be  assigned  to  the  next  [meeting  at  8 
o'clock, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gomez  the  main  question 
was  ordered. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  put 
upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Ladd— On  that  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 
I  think  I  have  a  few  moments  for  debate.  I  hope 
the  order  will  not  pass.  I  think  I  may  safely  say 
that  we  pay  six  millions  of  dollars  to  our  labor- 
ers and  employees  of  the  city  of  Boston.  If  I  am 
wrong  in  the  amount  it  will  simply  change  the 
ratio  of  the  amounts  and  not  the  argument  itself. 
This  order  calls  for  an  expenditure  of  $500,000. 
If  six  millions  be  the  amount  expended  for  labor, 
of  course  that  is  a  matter  of  no  consequence  at 
all,  it  is  swept  aside.  But  when  we  are  struggling 
to  get  along  within  the  limits  placed  upon  us, 
then  this  order  is  sprung  upon  us  at  this  late 
hour  in  the  evening,  with  only  a  few  members 
here,  and  we  are  asked  to  rush  it  through  with- 
out the  debate  it  should  have,  and  without  any- 
body understanding  it.  We  are  asked  to  saddle 
the  city  of  Boston  with  a  further  expenditure  of 
$500,000  without  anything  in  return  for  it.  I 
think  it  is  about  the  worst  thing  I  have  had  to 
oppose  here.  I  say  that  if  anybody  wants  the 
present  system  of  government  to  continue  in 
the  city  of  Boston  ;  if  thev  want  to  send  their 
representatives  here  to  make  laws  for  the  city, 
they  should  consider  well  before  they  under- 
take to  rush  through  such  measures  as  this,  for 


just  so  sure  as  such  measures  are  rushed  through 
here,  just  so  sure  will  that  right  be  taken  away, 
and  they  will  not  have  the  opportunity  to  send 
representatives  liere  to  misrepresent  them.  X 
claim  that  this  whole  thing  is  wrong  from  the 
beginning.  It  is  a  policy  which  should  be 
frowned  upon  by  those  who  are  responsible  for 
the  government  of  the  city  of  Boston. 

Mr.  Gomez  raised  the  point  of  order  that  Mr. 
Ladd  had  occupied  all  his  time. 

The  President  ruled  that  Mr.  Ladd  could  have 
the  entire  five  minutes. 

Mr.  Ladd— The  City  Council  of  the  city  of 
Boston  is  responsible  for  this  action,  and  I  say 
we  are  assuming  an  immense  burden  when  we 
saddle  the  taxpayers  with  another  expenditure 
of  $500,000  in  order  to  give  this  half  holiday. 
,  The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order,  and  as  the  roll  was  called, 
yeas  31,  nays  2 — 

Yeas— Barry,  Carroll,  Cochran,  Connolly, 
Dolan,  Fisher,  Foss,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez, 
Harrington,  Kelley,  Kennedy,  Learv,  Mahonev, 
McEnaney.  McKenna,  MeNary,  J.  J.Murphy,  W. 
H.  Murphy,  Nunan,  O'Mealey,  Perry,  F.  J. 
Powers,  Reilly,  Shaw,  Short,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  B. 
Sullivan.  Snndberg,  Teevens,  Whall— 31. 

Nays— Dewey,  Sanger— 2. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Atwood,  Blume,  Bow- 
man. Burr,  Carstensen,  Chamberlain,  Clark, 
Coleman,  Coyle,  Davern,  Desmond,  Duggan, 
Dunn,  Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost,  J.  Gallagher,  fiag- 
gerty,  Hayes,  Keliher,  Ladd,  Lattimore,  Lauten, 
Light,  F.  Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  Murphy, 
Norton,  Perkins,  C.  C.  Powers,  Richards,  Snow, 
E.  Sullivan,  Thayer.  Tracy,  Turtle,  Webster, 
Whitmore,  Wilson— 39. 

Before  the  result  was  declared: 

Mr.  Ladd— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

Mr.  Whall— Mr.  President. 

The  President— Mr.  Whall  of  Ward  7. 

Mr.  Whall — I  was  about  to  make  the  point  of 
order  that  the  gentleman  was  not  entitled  to  the 
floor. 

The  President— The  Chair  was  about  to 
state  that  fact.  Thirty-one  members  have  vot- 
ed in  the  affirmative  and  two  in  the  negative 
and  the  order  is  passed, 

Mr!  W^-K  President. 

The  President— Mr.  Whall  of  Ward  7. 

Mr.  Whall— I  move  that  this  Council  take  a 
recess  for  lunch. 

Mr.  Ladd— Mr.  President. 

The  President— Mr.  Whall  of  Ward  7  moves 
that  the  Council  take  a  recess  for  lunch. 

The  motion  was  put  and  was  carried,  and  a 
recess  was  taken  at  11.20  P.M. 

The  Council  was  called  to  order  at  11.45  P.M. 

Mr.  Fowlkr  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  so 
that  he  might  offer  an  order— That  when  this 
Council  adjourns  it  be  to  meet  on  Thursday, 
Oct.  6,  1887,  at  7.30  P.M. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  the  order  was  offered 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Carroll — I  hope  the  order  will  not  be 
given  a  second  reading  There  are  certain  mat- 
ters on  the  calendar  which  should  be  settled. 
If  we  adjourn  for  two  weeks,  we  will  put  them 
off  still  further.  Therefore  I  raise  the  point  of 
order  that  there  is  no  quorum,  and  that  no 
action  can  be  taken. 

The  Presedent— Mr.  Carroll  raises  the  point 
of  order  that  no  quorum  is  present.  [Pause.] 
The  Chair  will  decide  that  there  is  no  quorum 
present,  and  the  Council  stands  adjourned  until 
the  next  regular  meeting. 

Adjourned,  at  11.47  P.M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Monday,  Sept.  2G,  1887. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
4  P.M.,  Aid.  Donovan,  chairman,  presiding. 

HEARINGS  ON  ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

1.  On  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Paul 
Gore  street,  between  Chestnut  avenue  and  pres- 
ent terminus  in  Pat  1  Gore  street. 

No  objections.  Recommitted  to  Committee 
on  Sewers. 

2.  On  petition  of  L.  G.  Burnham  &  Co..  for  a 
license  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  steam  en- 
gine of  20-horse  power  on  East  Chester  Park, 
near  Hilton  street,  Ward  20. 

No  objections.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Steam  Engines. 

3.  On  petition  of  West  End  Street  Railway 
Companv,  for  change  of  location  of  their  tracks 
in  Beacon  street,  between  Commonwealth  ave- 
nue and  St.  Mary's  street. 

No  objections.  Recommitted  to  Committee  on 
Railroads. 

NUISANCES  AT  HARRISON  SQUARE  AND  GLOVER'S 
CORNER. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  mayor  trans- 
mitting petitions  of  Joseph  Harris  and  others, 
and  John  S.  Morse  and  others,  for  abatement  of 
alleged  nuisances  in  the  vicinity  of  Harrison 
square  and  Glover's  corner. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Health. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE  ON  PETITIONS. 

On  the  petition  of  L.  W.  and  H.  F.  Morse,  to 
project  two  bay  windows  at  No.  475  and  479  Blue 
Hill  avenue,  Ward  21,  an  order  of  notice  was 
passed  for  a  hearing  thereon  on  Monday,  Oct.  10. 
next,  at  4  P.M. 

Upon  the  petition  of  J.  N.  Fiske,  for  license  to 
erect  and  use  a  stationary  steam  engine  of  50- 
horse  power  at  24  Doane  street,  an  order  of  no- 
tice was  passed  for  a  hearing  thereon  on  Mon- 
day, Oct.  17  next,  at  4  P.M. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Armories— Communi- 
cation from  D.  H.  Follett,  captain  Battery  A, 
calling  attention  to  the  armory  of  said  battery 

(■unfit  for  occupancy. 

To  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts — 
Clerk  Superior  Civil  Court,  for  an  additional  ap- 
propriation of  $1000  per  annum  for  clerical  as- 
sistance in  the  office. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines,  Etc.— 
Andrew  J.  Morse  &  Son,  to  locate  and  use  a 
steam  boiler  of  80-horse  power,  for  heating  and 
power  purposes  at  140  Congress  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings— 
Charles  E.  D'Arcy,  that  he  may  be  permitted  to 
sell  notions  in  front  of  Court  House,  corner 
Court  street  and  Court  square. 

To  the  Committee  on  the  Departments  for  the 
Inspection  of  Buildings  (Aid.)— Hugh  Nawn,  to 
build  an  addition  to  building  on  rear  Blue  Hill 
avenue,  near  Savin  street,  Ward  21. 

To  the  Committee  on  Cla  tins— Edmund  M. 
Wood,  trustee,  to  be  paid  balance  arising  from 
tax  sale  of  estate  on  K  edford  street. 

To  the  Board  of  Street  Commissi07iers—W.  S. 
Bird  and  others,  that  the  new  street  running 
from  Ashley  avenue  to  Leyden  street  and  the 
new  street  running  from  Gladstone  street  to 
Orient  avenue  be  accepted. 

To  the  Committee  on  Seioers  (Aid.)— Thomas 
Parker,  for  abatement  of  a  sewer  assessment 
against  his  estate  on  Holborn  street,  Ward  21. 

bernard  Nelson,  that  the  sewer  assessment 
against  his  estate  on  74  Merrimac  street  be 
abated. 

John  J.  Williams,  that  the  sewer  assessment 
against  his  estate  on  Forest  street  and  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant avenue  be  abated. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  (Aid.)— William 
Kelley,  to  occupy  a  new  wooden  stable  for  one 
horse,  to  be  erected  on  Emerson  street,  in  rear 
727  E.  Fourth  street,  South  Boston,  Ward  14. 

S.  M.  McNeil,  to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden 


building  for  two  horses  on  Bellevue  Terrace, 
Ward  24. 

W.  D.  Vinal,  to  occupy  a  proposed  brick 
building  for  75  additional  horses,  on  Scotia 
street,  Ward  11. 

James  McCracken,  to  occupy  a  proposed 
wooden  building  for  three  horses,  on  unnamed 
street,  near  Lauriat  avenue,  W  ard  24. 

James  McMahon,  to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden 
building  for  two  horses  on  E.  Ninth  street,  rear 
No.  512,  Ward  14. 

C.  A.  Anderson,  to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden 
building  for  one  cow,  on  Metropolitan  avenue, 
Ward  23. 

John  F.  Gilpatrick,  to  occupy  a  proposed  wood- 
en building  for  four  horses,  on  Eighth,  near  M 
street,  Ward  14. 

George  Goodfellow,  to  occupy  a  proposed 
wooden  building  for  three  horses,  on  Foster 
street,  rear  No.  7,  off  Dorchester  avenue.  Ward 
24. 

To  the  Committee  on  'Lamps  (Aid.)— Rich- 
ard Sullivan  and  others,  for  public  lamps  on 
Oregon  street,  between  Smith  and  Conant 
streets,  Ward  22. 

Thomas  Parker  and  others,  for  an  additional 
public  lamp  on  Warren  place,  off  80  Warren 
street,  Roxbury. 

Charles  H.  Orr,  for  public  lamps  on  Alban 
street,  Ward  24. 

St.  Thomas  School  Society,  for  public  la  mns 
on  a  new  street  off  Woodman  street,  near  St. 
Joseph's  Convent. 

James  A.  King,  for  public  lamps  on  Gordon 
street,  Dorchester. 

Almira  H.  Patten  and  others,  for  public  lamps 
on  Erie  avenue,  near  Glen  road. 

Charles  F.  Kittredge  and  others,  trustees,  for 
public  lamps  on  Bushnell  and  Lombard  streets, 
Ward  24. 

Luke  Copithorne  and  others,  for  public  lamps 
on  a  passageway  in  rear  of  Nos.  1,  3,  5  and  7 
Stone  street,  Ward  3. 

Thomas  H.  Green  and  others,  for  an  electric 
light  on  Medford  street,  opposite  Walnut  street, 
Ward  4. 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Common,  Etc.  — 
John  Spaul ding,  that  the  trees  in  front  of  his 
estate,  03  Dale  street,  be  trimmed  of  dead  and 
dangerous  limbs. 

Magnus  Lefstrom,  for  removal  of  tree  m  front 
of  his  estate,  207  Centre  street,  Roxbury. 

William  S.  Rumrill  and  others,  that  the  trees 
on  Catawba  street  be  trimmed  and  removed. 

To  the  Committee  on  Electric  Wires— Cam- 
bridge Railroad  Company,  to  attach  a  wire  to 
the  poles  of  the  Brookline  Gas  and  Electric 
Light  Company  on  Washington  street,  Brighton 
District. 

Charlestown  Gas  Company,  to  erect  six  elec- 
tric-light poles  on  Dorrance  street,  Ward  4. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving  (Aid.)— Joseph 
H  Riley  and  others,  for  a  street  crossing  at  21G8 
Washington  street,  opposite  Winthrop  place. 

Jane  D.  West,  to  put  a  bulkhead  in  the  side- 
walk at  78  Medford  street. 

Lewis  S.  Conant  and  others/for  edgestones  on 
King  street.  Ward  19. 

Patrick  McAleer,  to  excavate  and  maintain 
an  area  under  and  to  place  two  coalholes  in  the 
sidewalk  at  35  Hollis  street. 

J.  H.  T.  Adams,  to  place  a  coalhole  in  the 
sidewalk  at  11  Middlesex  street.  ' 

William  S.  Putnam  and  others,  trustees,  to 
place  three  coalholes  in  the  sidewalk  at  28  Con- 
gress street. 

William  S.  Rumrill  and  others,  for  brick 
sidewalks  in  the  north  side  of  Catawba  street, 
from  Sherman  street  to  Laurel  street. 

A.  C.  Richmond  and  others,  that  Dorchester 
street,  from  Dorchester  avenue  to  Eighth  street, 
be  paved. 

Cyrus  T.  Clark  and  others,  that  Wareham 
street,  between  Harrison  avenue  and  Albany 
street  be  paved  with  granite  blocks. 

John  B.  Davidson  and  others,  that  the  side- 
walk in  front  of  their  estates  on  Hadley  street. 
Ward  4,  be  paved  with  brick. 

Chadwick  Lead  Works,  for  permission  to  put 
coal  holes  in  sidewalk  in  front  of  estates  176  to 
184,  inclusive,  High  street. 

Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Company,  to  lay 
and  maintain  an  iron  pipe  under  and  across 
Franklin  street,  Allston. 

Riveter  &  Co.,  to  lay  an  eight-inch  pipe  under 
and  across  Terrace  street,  from  their  brewery  to 
their  stable,  opposite,  to  convey  water  and 
steam. 


798 


BOARD     OF     ALDERMEN 


Michael  Ryan,  to  be  paid  tor  grade  damages 
to  his  estate  No.  36  Haskins  street,  Roxbury. 

William  T.  Eaton,  for  brick  sidewalk,  167-169 
Emerson  street.  South  Boston. 

C.  Wright,  for  brick  sidewalk,  Virginia  street. 

Henry  H.  Fitch  and  others,  for  brick  sidewalk, 
140-142  Huntington  avenue. 

Alice  Richardson,  for  brick  sidewalk,  50  Hart- 
ford street. 

Susan  I.  Clapp,  for  brick  sidewalk,  52  Hartford 
street. 

Jane  L.  D.  Johnson,  for  brick  sidewalk,  234 
West  Third  street. 

H.  B.  Rankin,  for  edgestone  and  brick  side- 
walk on  both  sides  of  Lowland  street,  between 
Ninth  and  Vale  streets. 

Sarah  S.  Davis,  for  edgestone  and  brick  side- 
walk, No.  396  Marlboro  street. 

H.  B.  Rankin,  for  edgestone  and  brick  side- 
walk, Ninth,  corner  Lowland  street,  northwest 
and  southwest  corner. 

William  ,R.  Cavanagh,  to  move  a  wooden 
building  from  rear  755  East  Sixth  street,  Ward 
14,  to  159  M  street,  Ward  15. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses — Massachu- 
setts Charitable  Mechanic  Association,  for  a  li- 
cense for  amusements,  etc.,  at  their  building  on 
Huntington  avenue,  for  the  season  ending  Aug. 

,1888. 

POLICE   SIGNAL  BOXES. 

The  following  petitions  were  received: 

Gamewell  Fire  Alarm  Telegraph  Company,  to 
relocate  police  signal  boxes  corner  Arlington 
street  and  Commonwealth  avenue,  and  on  West 
street,  near  Tremont  street. 

Arioch  Wentworth,  for  removal  of  signal  box 
in  front  of  576  Washington  street. 

Shreve,  Crump  &  Low,  and  others,  that  the 
police  signal  box  on  Summer  street,  near  Wash- 
ington street,  be  removed. 

Charles  P.  Greminer,  that  the  police  signal 
box  on  the  northerly  side  of  West  street,  near 
Tremont  street,  be  removed. 

Samuel  N.  Brown,  that  the  police  signal  box 
on  the  northerly  corner  of  West  and  i'remont 
streets  be  removed. 

Henry  A.  Turner  &  Co.,  that  the  police  signal 
box  on  the  corner  of  West  and  Tremont  streets 
be  removed. 

James  M.  Little,  that  signal  box  on  corner  of 
Commonwealth  avenue  and  Arlington  street  be 
removed. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Elec- 
tric wires. 

In  connection  with  the  above  Aid.  C.  W. 
Smith,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  offered 
an  order— That  the  Gamewell  Fire  Alarm  Tele- 
graph Company  be  directed  to  remove  the  sig- 
nal station  on  the  corner  of  Commonwealth 
avenue  and  Arlington  street,  and  locate  tne 
same  on  the  Public  Garden  opposite  the  east  end 
of  the  said  Commonwealth  avenue.  Also  to  re- 
move the  signal  station  on  West  street  near 
Tremont  street,  and  locate  the  same  on  the 
Common,  near  the  West-street  entrance,  the 
work  to  be  done  under  the  supervision  of  the 
superintendent  of  Common  and  public  grounds. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  move  the  reference  of  that 
order  to  the  Committee  on  Electric  Wires. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  trust  that  reference  will 
not  be  made.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as 
being  opposed  to  this  system  for  these  signals  hy 
offering  this  order ;  but  I  think  greatcare  should 
he  taken  in  the  location  of  these  boxes.  They 
certainly  do  not  add  anything  to  the  beauty  of 
our  streets  and  should  he  so  located  as  to  inter- 
rupt public  travel  as  little  as  possible.  The  one 
on  the  corner  of  Arlington  street  and  Common- 
wealth avenue  should  be  moved  just  inside  the 
gate  at  this  end  of  Commonwealth  avenue, 
where  it  would  be  out  of  the  way  and  be  equal- 
ly convenient  for  use  by  the  citizens  as  it  is  now. 
The  one  situated  at  the  corner  of  West  and  Tre- 
mont streets,  in  the  sidewalk, is  ata  pointwhere 
the  sidewalk  is  but  six  and  a  half  feet  wide;  the 
signal  box  stands  about  12  inches  inside  the 
curbstone,  and  in  itself  is  nearly  three  feet  in 
diameter,  leaving  about  three  feet  sidewalk  un- 
obstructed. What  makes  it  still  worse  at  that 
particular  point  is  a  coach  stand  on  West  street, 
so  that  citizens  in  passing  are  obliged  not  only 
to  go  around  the  signal  station  but  often  have 
to  go  into  the  middle  of  the  street  and  around 
the  carriages.  This  box  can  be  located  just  in- 
side of  the  West  street  entrance  to  the  Common 
and  will  be  equally  convenient  to  the  public  and 
will  obstruct  no  one.    I  think  the  Board  will  see 


the  wisdomTiflSTelocating  these  boxes  just  as  I 
do,  and  that  there  is  no  need  of  referring  it  to 
the  committee.  The  facts  are  self-evident  and 
every  member  of  the  Board  can  understand 
them.  I  trust  the  order  will  be  passed  instead 
of  being  referred. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  do  not  know  whether  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  are  familiar  with 
the  facts  in  relation  to  this  police  sig- 
nal service.  As  far  as  the  committee  who 
have  charge  of  this  particular  service  are 
concerned  they  have  had  very  little  to  do 
with  it.  In  fact  it  is  one  of  those  inflictions  that 
have  been  placed  upon  us  by  the  Legislature  of 
the  State,  and  it  gives  me  extreme  pleasure  to 
hear  the  gentleman  who  lias  just  taken  his  seat 
rise  and  remonstrate  against  the  interference  in 
our  municipal  affairs  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  who  know  but  little  about  our  wants.  To 
be  brief,  the  facts  are  these :  The  Legislature 
authorized  the  Board  of  Police  to  spend  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  money  in  placing  a  police  signal 
system  in  the  city  of  Boston.  To  their  credit  be 
it  said  that  the  Police  Commissioners  have 
shown  good  judgment  in  placing  upon  the  4th 
Police  District  another  system  without  expense 
to  the  city,  and  I  want  the  Aldermen  to  under- 
stand that  the  company  is  putting  it  in  this  way 
in  order  to  compare  it  with  the  other  system. 
The  Fourth  and  Sixth  Police  Districts,  in  which 
the  system  has  been  placed,  are,  unfortunately, 
in  the  aldermanic  district  which  I  represent.  I 
find  that  the  gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his 
seat,  with  a  very  little  of  it  in  his  district,  has 
raised  three  or  four  objections  to  having  the 
boxes  remain  where  they  have  been  located.  In 
South  Boston  I  raised  the  same  objection  last 
year,  but  I  could  not  stop  the  progress  of  this 
police  signal  system.  It  has  been  voted  that  the 
system  is  a  good  thing  and  on  the  whole  I  think 
the  Board  of  Police  have  shown  good  judgment 
in  the  manner  in  which  they  have  placet)  the 
system,  especially  in  their  attempt  to  introduce 
different  systems  for  the  purpose  of  comparing 
their  workings.  As  representatives  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  the  Committee  on  Eletcric  Wires 
have  had  very  little  to  do  with  this  matter.  The 
places  assigned  for  the  boxes  have  been  selected 
by  the  police  captains,  especially  those  to  which 
the  gentleman  objects.  I  think  the  captain 
has  given  as  much  consideration  as  pos- 
sible to  the  subject;  still  I  think  who- 
ever he  has  consulted  with  has  made  some  mis- 
takes. At  the  meeting  of  the  Committee 
on  Electric  Wires  today  we  decided  not  to 
act  on  the  petitions  that  we  bad  before  us, 
anticipating  that  there  were  some  others  to 
come  in  today,  and  we  voted  that  we  would 
wait  until  we  received  them  and  then  give  a 
public  hearing,  inviting  the  Police  Commis- 
sioners, the  men  who  are  handling  this  particu- 
lar system,  and  all  the  citizens  in  the  district 
who  have  anything  to  say.  If  the  alderman  who 
has  just  taken  his  seatcan  raise  any  objection  to 
referring  the  matter  to  a  committee  willing  to 
do  that,  it  seems  to  me  that  his  objection  should 
receive  but  very  little  consideration  from  the 
aldermen,  because  we  are  doing  that  which  the 
citizens  want  us  to  do,  and  we  are  trying  to  do 
what  is  best  for  the  citizens,  by  proposing  to 
give  a  public  hearing  and  inviting  the  Police 
Commissioners,  the  men  in  charge  of  the  sys- 
tem, and  any  citizens  who  have  anything  to  say 
in  relation  to  it.  I  think  that  when  the  alder- 
man made  that  motion  to  refer,  he  did  not  have 
that  matter  in  view.  I  see  no  reason  why  it 
should  be  referred. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— The  company  that  is  put- 
ting up  these  two  systems  does  not  object  to  re- 
moving these  two  boxes  to  the  places  suggested. 
I  saw  the  officers  of  the  company  this  morning 
and  they  told  me  that  my  proposition  would  be 
perfectly  satisfactory  to  them.  They  also  went 
further  and  said  that  the  one  on  the  corner  of 
Tremont  and  West  streets  was  not  in  a  proper 
place,  that  the  sidewalk  was  too  narrow  tor  it. 
I  know  that  they  will  not  make  any  objection  to 
having  these  two  locations  changed.  I  bave  no 
special  objection  to  the  reference,  however. 

Aid.  Maguire-I  hope  the  motion  to  refer  will 
pass,  as  we  have  got  not  only  those  two  cases, 
but  we  may  have  22  to  change  before  we  get 
through.  We  have  several  petitions  before  us 
and  several  people  have  been  to  see  me,  and  I 
think  we  will  have  to  go  through  the  whole  city 
and  relocate  those  boxes,  judging  from  the 
number  of  petitions  the  committee  have  re- 
ceived.   As  Aid.  Carroll  says,  I  think  it  will  bo 
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best  to  give  a  public  hearing  and  let  the  people 
come  forward  and  state  what  they  desire.  We 
may  have  to  order  the  relocation  of  all  the 
signal  boxes. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Electric  Wires. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll  it  was  voted  that 
the  Committee  on  Electric  Wires  give  a  public 
hearing  on  the  petition  and  order  relating  to 
the  removal  of  police  signal  boxes. 

Electrical  Railway. 

Aid.  Capen  presented  the  petition  of  the  Cam- 
bridge Railroad  Company  that  leave  be  granted 
to  establish  and  maintain  the  electric  system  of 
motive  power  for  its  cars. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Railroads. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  Aid.  Capen 
offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Cambridge  Railroad  Com- 
pany be  authorized,  until  otherwise  ordered  by 
this  Board,  to  use  electricity  in  propelling  one 
or  more  of  its  cars  within  the  limits  of  the  city 
of  Boston,  provided  that  such  use  be  by  means 
of  storage  batteries. 

Passed,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Aid, 
Capen  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost, 

THE  CHARGE  OF  OFFICE  BROKERAGE. 

Aid.  Lee  presented  the  following: 

Boston,  Mass.,  Sept.  26, 1887. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — In  the  Boston  Herald  of  Wednes- 
day, Sept.  14,  1887,  the  following  extract  from  an 
article  written  by  the  Boston  correspondent  of 
the  New  York  Herald  appears,  it  being  supple- 
mentary to  an  interview  by  him  with  General 
John  M.  Corse,  postmaster  of  Boston,  which  was 
printed  in  the  New  York  Herald  of  Sunday, 
Sept.  10: 

"General  Corse  informed  the  Herald  corre- 
spondent that  a  certain  political  leader  in  Bos- 
ton, whom  he  explicitly  named,  was  engaged  in 
acting  as  an  office  broker,  taking  money  from 
clients  to  obtain  for  them  an  office,  and  then 
by  reason  of  his  political  pull  to  secure  an  office 

under  the  city  government General  Corse 

requested  the  Herald  correspondent  not  to  give 
a  'clew'  to  the  identity  of  the  aforesaid  'boss.' 
and  the  Herald  correspondent  in  reply  suggested 
tnat  the  accusation  be  used  in  the  report  of  the 
interview  so  as  to  read  'a  set  of  professional 
politicians,'  instead  of  'a  professional  politician,' 
as  General  Corse  alleged.  To  this  the  latter 
heartily  agreed." 

I  understand  that  Dr.  William  Shaw  Bowen, 
the  Boston  correspondent  of  the  New  York 
Herald,  has  intimated— and  the  impression  has 
gone  abroad  to  the  public  from  various  sources 
— that  I  am  the  party  "explicitly  named"  by 
General  Corse. 

As  I  hold  a  responsible  and  honorable  position 
in  the  city  government  of  Boston,  I  think  it  but 
fair  and  just  to  myself,  as  well  as  to  the  citizens 
of  Boston,  to  demand  that  the  City  Council 
thoroughly  investigate  this  serious  charge.  I 
therefore  respectfully  petition  your  honorable 
bodv  that  a  committee  be  appointed  at  the  ear- 
liest possible  moment  to  consider  and  investi- 
gate the  charge  which  has  been  made  against 
me  by  General   lohn  M.  Corse, 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

Patrick  Maguire. 

The  Chairman— What  is  the  pleasure  of  the 
Board? 

Aid.  Lee— After  carefully  reading  the  petition 
I  have  concluded  that  every  member  of  this 
Board  who  lias  heard  it  read  at  this  time  will 
feel  satisfied  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner 
should  be  granted,  not  to  him  as  an  individual, 
but  as  an  official  of  the  city  government  of  Bos- 
ton. In  his  capacity  as  a  public  official  I  believe 
he  is  justified  in  appearing  here  and  asking  that 
those  charges  may  be  verified  or  that  they  may  be 
proven  false.  I  believe  that  the  charge  is  a  most 
serious  one,  and  as  the  gentleman  has  taken  it 
upon  himself  to  ask  that  an  investigation  may 
be  made  only  because  he  is  connected  with  a 
department,  and  as  the  charge  made  against 
him  must  reflect  upon  every  head  of  a  depart- 
ment and  every  member  of  the  City  Council  of 
Boston,  if  the  least  scintilla  of  truth  can  be 
attached  to  the  statements  made,  I  think  we 
should  order  this  investigation.  Now,  I  do  not 
desire  to  detain  the  Board  by  arguing  this 
question  at  this  time.  But  as  I  said.  I  believe 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  should  be 
granted,  and  in   connection  with  that  petition, 


I  ask  that  the  rule  may  be  suspended  at  tnis 
time  that  I  may  offer  an  order  which  will  grant 
the  petitioner  the  right  which  he  seeks. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  Alderman  Lee 
offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  a  joint  special  committee  con- 
sisting of  three  members  of  this  Board,  with 
such  as  the  Common  Council  may  join,  be  ap- 
pointed to  investigate  and  report  on  the  charges 
as  set  forth  in  the  petition  of  the  Hon.  Patrick 
Maguire,  one  of  the  Park  Commissioners  of  this 
city,  and  dated  Sept.  26,  1887,  and  that  the  said 
committee  be  empowered  to  employ  a  ste- 
nographer, send  for  persons  and  papers  and  give 
a  public  hearing,  the  expense  attending  the 
same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  made 
for  joint  committees. 

The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule  and  the  chairman  appointed  Aldermen 
Lee,  Haynes  and  McLaughlin  as  said  committee 
on  the  part  of  the  Board.    Sent  down. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

4.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  "no 
action  necessary"  on  an  order  authorizing  trans- 
fer of  $50,000  from  the  special  appropriation  for 
Wharf,  Paving  Department,  to  the  Sewer  De- 
partment. 

Accepted  in  concurrence. 

5.  Report  of  same  committee,  with  order  au- 
thorizing the  city  auditor  "to  transfer  the  un- 
expended balance  of  the  appropriation  for  site 
for  engine  house  No.  6,  to  a  special  appropria- 
tion for  repairing  the  old  Franklin  schoolhouse, 
and  the  superintendent  of  public  buildings  is 
hereby  authorized  to  make,  forthwith,  the  nec- 
essary repairs  on  said  building,  by  contract  or 
otherwise." 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence, 
yeas  12,  nays  0.  Aid.  Carroll  moved  to  recon- 
sider; lost. 

6.  Report  of  Committee  on  Fire  Department, 
ought  to  pass  on  the  following  order— That  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  be  instructed  to 
place  and  put  in  service  a  chemical  engine  in 
one  of  the  department  houses  in  the  Charles- 
town  district. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 

7.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  ought  to 
pass  on  an  order— That  the  city  architect  be 
directed  to  proceed  at  once  with  the  erection  of 
the  high  schoolhouse,  Roxbury;  grammar 
schoolhouse,  South  Boston;  Horace  Mann 
school-house,  Newbury  street,  and  the  building 
for  outpatients  at  the  City  Hospital ;  and  all 
expenses  thereof  to  be  charged  to  the  special 
appropriations  made  therefor. 

Aid.  Lee  moved  reference  to  the  Committee 
on  Architect's  Department. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  don't  know  what  the  con- 
versa' ion  opposite  has  been  in  regard  to  that 
reference,  but  I  cannot  understand  why  such 
action  should  be  taken.  I  would  like  to  have 
the  alderman  give  us  some  explanation  as  to 
why  he  wants  this  referred  to  the  architects' 
department.  It  is  a  very  plain  and  straightfor- 
ward fact  that  the  money  is  appropriated  for  a 
certain  purpose,  and  the  Common  Council  has 
sent  this  order  down  here.  If  the  alderman 
knew  it  was  illegal,  why  in  the  name  of  good- 
ness didn't  he  tell  us  so  plainly?  Of  course  the 
Board  would  like  to  know  the  facts. 

Aid.  Lee— 1  certainly  did  not  know  it  was 
illegal.  The  information  that  the  alderman  on 
my  left  has  given  is  news  to  me.  I  asked 
that  that  order  might  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Architect's  Department 
because  I  believe  that  every  item  in  it 
applies  to  the  head  of  that  department. 
Now  the  committee  representing  that  depMrt- 
ment  had  this  order  before  them,  and  I  think  it 
should  be  considered  by  that  committee.  If  the 
alderman  from  the  South  Boston  district  desires 
any  further  information,  so  that  the  illegality 
of  the  order  may  be  shown  to  the  members  here, 
I  have  no  doubt  there  are  members  of  the 
Board  who  can  not  only  quote  the  statute  law 
to  him,  but  also  the  city  charter,  and  who  might 
place  him  in  such  a  position  that  he  would  wish 
he  hadn't  said  a  word  about  it.  I  desire  that 
this  should  go  to  the  Committee  on  Architect's 
Department,  in  order  that  a  report  may  be 
brought  in  here  showing  whether  or  not  the 
architect  has  the  right  to  go  ahead  with  the 
erection  of  these  buildings.  I  certainly  know 
and  feel  satisfied  in  saying  that  a  report  will  bo 
made  here  to  the  Board  at  its  next  meeting. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  am  very  well  aware  that 
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the  report  came  from  the  architect  some  time 
ago  that  there  was  no  money  left  to  purchase 
land  sufficient  to  build  these  schoolhouses.  I 
am  very  well  aware  of  that,  and  I  was  rather 
surprised  when  I  saw  that  the  Common  Council 
had  ordered  the  work  proceeded  with.  While 
the  opinion  of  the  architect  was  that  there  was 
not  sufficient  money,  I  didn't  know,  of  course, 
as  to  whether  the  city  government  didn't  think 
there  was  money  enough,  and  that  is  why  I 
wanted  the  information  as  to  why  it  should  be 
referred  to  that  committee.  I  feel  that  when  a 
report  on  this  matter  comes  in  again  that  this 
money  will  he  transferred  to  other  purposes, 
which  I  hone  will  not  be  done. 

Aid.  Carroll— From  the  order  which  was 
passed  by  the  Common  Council  last  Thursday 
night  it  seems  that  some  members  of  that  body 
got  the  cart  before  the  horse.  They  claimed 
that  the  architect  was  holding  back  the  money, 
and  that  by  holding  it  back  it  would  cost  more 
to  do  the  work.  The  fact  is  in  the  case  of 
the  Roxbury  schoolhouse  it  was  not  until  Aug.  1 
that  the  land  became  the  property  of  the  city, 
so  that  from  Aug.  1  up  to  the  present  time  lie 
couldn't  hold  the  work  back  very  much.  As  far 
as  the  South  Boston  schoolhouse  is  concerned,  it 
was  June  30  when  the  land  was  got   down   to 

§rade  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  city  of 
ioston.  Now  there  is  a  very  delicate  question, 
and  one  which  I  think  will  be  entirely  sup- 
ported by  the  law  and  the  charter,  which 
is  that  the  architect  or  the  city  of  Boston 
cannot  even  start  the  building  of  a  school 
until  the  plans  of  that  school  have  been  ac- 
cepted by  the  School  Committee.  Now  the 
facts  are  that  in  the  case  of  the  Roxbury  High 
School  the  ideas  of  the  School  Committee  have 
been  submitted  to  the  city  architect,  and,  if  I 
understand  it  correctly,  the  city  architect  has 
drawn  plans  in  compliance  with  those  ideas. 
But  those  plans  have  not  been  accepted  yet  by 
the  School  Committee,  and  legally  the  archi- 
tect cannot  commence  the  building  of  that 
school  until  they  are  accepted  under  the 
statute  law.  As  far  as  the  South  Boston  school- 
house  is  concerned,  as  soon  as  the  land  became 
the  property  of  the  city,  in  the  form  which  I 
have  described,  the  city  architect  wrote  to  the 
School  Committee  or  its  clerk,  telling  them  that 
he  desired  the  plans,  or  their  ideas  and  sugges- 
tions in  order  that  he  might  draw  the  plans 
in  accordance  with  those  ideas  and  suggestions. 
Helreceived  a  reply,  as  I  understand  it,  that  the 
School  Committee,  or  a  large  portion  of  them, 
were  on  a  vacation,  and  up  to  date  he  has  not 
had  the  least  suspicion  from  the  School  Com- 
mittee as  to  the  kind  of  a  schoolhouse  desired. 
Under  the  law  the  architect  cannot  move  one 
ringer,  in  my  honest  opinion,  as  regards  build- 
ing the  South  Boston  schoolhouse,  because  the 
law  is  explicit,  and  states  that  until  the  plans 
of  the  schoolhouse  are  accepted  by  the  School 
Committee,  he  cannot  expend  any  part  of  the 
appropriation.  I  think  it  will  be  a  good  thing 
to  refer  the  order  to  the  Committee  on  Archi- 
tect's Department,  and  by  the  time  they  report 
the  plans  may  be  submitted,  and  we  may  be 
able  to  get  a  school  in  South  Boston.  Any  other 
action  will,  in  my  opinion,  retard  the  progress 
of  the  school. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Ar- 
chitect's Department  was  carried. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  Board  proceed- 
ed to  act  upon  the  question  of  confirming  the 
appointments  of  the  mayor  submitted  at  the 
last  meeting,  viz. : 

8.  L.  Haberlow  to  be  an  undertaker. 
Committee— Aid.  Lee,  Allen ;  12  ballots  were 

cast,  yes  11,  no  1,  and  the  appointment  was  de- 
clared confirmed. 

9.  Appointments  of  election  officers  for  the 
various  precincts,  as  per  printed  list. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  move  that  the  reading  of  the 
list  of  names  be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the 
Board  only  vote  on  such  names  as  are  not 
marked  by  a  star  or  dagger.  You  will  find  at 
the  top  of  the  list  that  such  names  as  are 
marked  by  a  star  are  off  and  not  assessed,  and 
the  names  marked  with  a  dagger  are  in  other 
wards.  You  will  find  in  looking  over  the  list 
that  there  is  no  choice  as  far  as  party  is  con- 
cerned, because  both  parties  contain  part  of 
those  names.  My  idea  is  that  those  that  are  not 
marked  that  way,  with  either  a  star  or  a  dagger, 
are  satisfactory  to  both  parties.    I  move  that 


when  we  vote  we  vote  on  those  names  that  are 
not  marked  bv  a  star  or  dagger. 

Aid.  Carroll's  motion  to  dispense  with  further 
reading  was  carried. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  was  going  to  make  a  mo- 
tion that  further  action  be  deferred  until  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Board. 

The  Chairman— The  question  is  on  Aid.  Car- 
roll's motion  excepting  some  of  the  names. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  would  like  to  hear  some  rea- 
son assigned  for  laying  this  over. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  would  move  that  further 
action  be  assigned  to  the  next  meeting.  I  have 
not  seen  the  list  until  today,  and.  as  the  alder- 
man has  said,  there  are  a  great  many  errors  to 
be  corrected  and  rectified.  By  that  time  I  think 
the  Aldermen  will  be  in  a  better  position  to 
speak  in  regard  to  this  matter.  I  ask  as  a  favor 
that  it  be  laid  over. 

Aid.  Carroll— As  far  as  any  errors  are  con- 
cerned that  action  wouldn't  help  the  matter  any. 
because  a  great  many  of  the  appointments  I 
assume,  and  I  think  it  is  a  fair  assumption,  that 
a  name  without  a  star  or  dagger  against  it  is 
endorsed  by  both  committees.  Now,  if  such  is 
the  fact,  why  not  vote  today  upon  those  names 
up  an  which  there  can  be  no  possible  doubt,  and 
those  names  with  the  star  and  dagger  against 
them  can  be  allowed  to  go  without  confirmation, 
thereby  allowing  new  appointments  to  come  in 
next  Monday;  whereas  if  you  lay  the  whole 
matter  over  you  will  not  have  the  new  appoint- 
ments next  week,  thereby  retarding  progiess  for 
another  week.  It  seems  to  me  the  only  proper 
thing  to  do  is  to  confirm  those  names  about 
which  there  is  no  question.  Those  names,  I 
think,  are  satisfactory  to  both  parties.  I  know 
they  are  satisfied  as  far  as  my  particular  district 
is  concerned,  and  I  think  I  voice  the  sentiments 
of  representatives  of  other  sections.  We  are 
helping  the  matter  along  by  taking  the  action 
I  propose,  ami  would  be  retarding  it  in  taking 
the  action  proposed  by  the  alderman. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  desires  to  state 
for  the  information  of  the  Board,  that  prior  to 
the  meeting  of  the  Board  today  he  was  waited 
on  by  the  chairman  of  the  Republican  city  com- 
mittee, who  stated  to  him  that  there  were 
several  errors,  so  far  as  the  nominations  were 
concerned,  as  regarded  his  party.  He  asked  of 
me  as  a  favor  that  the  matter  might  be  laid 
over  one  week,  in  order  that,  in  the  meantime, 
mistakes  on  the  list  might  be  rectified.  I  make 
the  statement  in  justice  to  him. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  will  say  that  the  chairman 
of  the  Republican  city  committee  told  me  that 
he  bad  spoken  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Board, 
and  desired  me  to  bring  it  before  the  Board, 
that  there  were  some  mistakes  to  be  rectified, 
and  asked  this  Board  to  lay  the  matter  over  to 
the  next  meeting. 

Aid.  Carroll  — I  suppose  members  of  tho 
Board  will  also  recognize  the  fact  that  I  admit 
the  truthfulness  of  that  statement.  There  are 
mistakes  which  can  be  rectified  by  next  Mon- 
day; hut  if  it  is  laid  ovor,  as  the  alderman 
suggests,  it  will  delay  matters  a  week  longer 
than  is  necessary. 

Aid.  Bromwich — I  don't  think  it  would  do 
any  harm  to  the  members  of  the  Board  to  show 
that  much  courtesy.  It  would  make  very  little 
difference. 

Aid.  Carroll— Mr.  Gove  spoke  to  me.  and  I 
have  no  objection  at  all,  only  I  want  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  to  fully  appreciate  what  they 
are  going  to  do,  if  it  is  laid  over.  If  it  is  laid 
over— and  I  want  the  members  to  understand 
the  thing  thoroughly— and  the  mistakes  spoken 
of  are  then  detected,  it  will  have  to  go  over  for 
still  another  week  from  next  Monday.  In 
looking  over  the  list  it  will  be  seen  that 
whatever  mistakes  there  are  in  Wards 
14  or  15  are  on  the  Democratic  side,  and 
there  are  no  marks  against  the  Republi- 
cans. I  know  of  no  reason  in  the  world  why  we 
shouldn't  confirm  the  names  without  tho  dag- 
ger or  star  against  them.  If  anybody  can  give 
me  any  good  reason  why  we  shouldn't  confirm 
them  I  may  vote  to  lay  them  over.  I  assume 
that  they  are  correct,  and  if  they  are  correct 
why  shouldn't  we!  confirm  them?  If  anybody 
can  give  me  a  good  reason  for  not  doing  so  I 
mav  vote  to  lay  the  matter  over. 

Aid.  Bromwich  — I  acknowledge  that  the 
alderman  has  made  a  good  defence,  but  sup- 
pose the  chairmen  of  both  parties,  Democratic 
and  Republican,  find  that  they  have  made  mis- 
takes and  wish  to  rectify  them.    I  don't  think 
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the  chairman  of  the  Republican  city  committee 
would  have  come  up  here  this  afternoon  and 
asked  for  this  unless  he  found  there  was  some- 
thing really  wrong  that  he  wished  to  rectify. 
Both  parties  have  those  names.  I  am  not  going 
to  make  any  long  argument,  but  I  think  the 
members  of  the  Board  will  do  no  harm  m  grant- 
ing that  request. 

Aid.  Lee— I  believe,  as  the  alderman  on  my 
right  does,  that  we  should  at  once  confirm 
those  gentlemen  for  precinct  officers  where 
there  is  no  question  raised  as  to  their  eligibility 
for  the  position.  Now,  the  question  for  this 
Board  to  consider  is  not  whether  the  chairman 
of  the  Democratic  or  of  the  Republican  com- 
mittee comes  up  here  to  make  a  request.  As  I 
understand,  the  chairmen  of  both  the  great 
political  parties  of  jthis  city  were  summoned  be- 
fore His  Honor  the  Mayor,  and  they  presented 
these  names  from  the  chairmen  of  the  different 
ward  committees  of  both  the  Democratic  and 
Republican  organizations.  Upon  this  list  being 
submitted,  as  I  understand,  to  the  registrars  of 
voters,  we  find  that  some  of  them  have  not  been 
assessed,  or  are  not  upon  the  voting  list,  or  have 
removed  to  other  wards,  and  that  other  gentle- 
men, whose  names  will  be  sent  in,  are  to  be  sub- 
stituted for  them.  Therefore,  it  seems  to  me 
that  we  should  act  upon  the  names  of  those  who 
are  eligible,  and  that  will  give  ample  time  to 
act  upon  the  confirmation  of  those  gentlemen 
whose  names  may  be  sent  in  a  week  later. 
Therefore  1  trust  the  motion  of  the  alderman  on 
my  right  will  not  prevail,  and  that  we  shall  con- 
firm those  about  which  there  is  no  question. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— It  seems  to  me  that  if  there 
is  any  conflict  in  the  law  under  which  they  are 
appointed,  the  members  of  this  Board  should 
have  sufficient  time  to  look  the  names  over  be- 
fore voting  upon  them.  If  all  the  object  is  to 
satisfy  the  presidents  of  the  two  political  organ- 
izations, why  not  let  them,  instead  of  this 
Board,  confism  the  appointments?  Now  we 
have  certainly  had  no  time  to  look  over  these 
names,  and  I  should  like  to  have  time  to  do 
so. 

Aid.  Carroll— 1  think  the  argument  made 
by  the  gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat  is 
one  of  the  lamest  that  could  be  made,  and  is  not 
borne  out  by  the  facts.  When  he  gets  up  and 
tries  to  question  the  action  of  the  chairmen  of 
both  the  ward  and  city  committees,  I  think  he 
insults  the  intelligence  of  all  the  other  members 
of  this  Board.  I  don't  care  what  individuals  may 
say.  but  I  know  the  president  of  the  Democratic 
committee  represents  the  committee,  and  that 
he  recommended  those  whom  the  chairman  of 
the  Ward  13  delegation  gave  him,  and  I  believe 
the  chairman  of  the  Republican  coniinittee  rec- 
ommended those  whom  the  representatives  of 
the  Republicans  of  Wards  11  and  1G  gave  to  him, 
— no  matter  what  members  of  this  Board  may 
say,  and  the  alderman  knows  that  what  I  say  is 
true.  We  might  as  well  call  things  by  their 
right  names.  The  presidents  of  both  the  com- 
mittees represent  what  their  respective  com- 
mittees want  in  this  city,  despite  what  the  alder- 
men may  say. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith — The  mayor  says  in  his  com- 
munication that  in  cases  where  no  name  has 
been  sent  in  by  the  chairmen  of  the  two  com- 
mittees, he  has  reappointed  those  wbo  filled  the 
office  last  year.  I  think  that  answers  the  gen- 
tleman's question. 

The  motion  to  lay  over  until  the  next  meeting 
was  declared  lost.  Aid.  Bromwich  doubted  the 
vote  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  the 
motion  was  lost ;  yeas  5,  nays  7: 

Yea»— Aid.  Allen,  Bromwich,  Capen,  N.  G. 
Smith,  C.  W.  Smith— 5. 

Nays— Aid.  Carroll,  Donovan,  Haynes,  Lee, 
Maguire,  McLaughlin,  Sullivan— 7. 

The  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll,  to  proceed  to  bal- 
lot on  the  confirmation  of  all  the  names  except 
those  marked  with  an  asterisk  or  a  dagger,  was 
carried. 

Aid.  Bromwich— Are  we  going  to  vote  upon 
them  singly  or  upon  them  altogether? 

The  Chairman — Singly. 

Aid.  Bromwich— All  through? 

The  Chairman— Yes.  sir.  Each  name  is  an 
appointment  by  itseli.  Unless  some  member 
makes  a  motion  to  take  them  all  up  together, 
we  shall  vote  upon  them  singly. 

Aid.  Carroll — I  move  that  we  vote  upon  one 
ballot  for  all  those  names  not  having  a  dagger 
or  asterisk  against  them. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  move  to  amend,  that  when 


we  vote  for  those  without  a  star  we  vote  seria- 
tim and  take  the  names  right  along. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  will  rule  the  mo- 
tion out  of  order,  because  if  the  pending  motion 
does  not  prevail  that  would  be  the  course  to 
pursue. 

The  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll  to  vote  on  one  bal- 
lot for  all  names  not  having  a  dagger  or  asterisk 
against  them  was  carried  and  the  ballot  pro- 
ceeded. 

Committee— Aid.  C.  W.  Smith,  Maguire. 

Eleven  ballots  were  cast,  yes  10,  no  1,  and  the 
appointments  were  declared  confirmed. 

Aid.  Carroll  moved  to  reconsider:  lost. 

10.  Appointment  of  constables,  as  per  printed 
list. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Allen,  the  names  of  Joseph 
F.  Blatt  and  Hinds  R.  Darling  were  laid  on  .the 
table  until  the  next  meeting  of  this  Board. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Allen,  the  Board  proceeded 
to  ballot  on  all  the  remaining  names  together. 

Committee — Aid.  Allen,  Capen. 

Eleven  ballots  were  cast,  yes  10,  no  1,  and  the 
appointments  were  declared  confirmed. 

THE  PORTUGUESE  AND  GREAT  BREWSTER, 

The  Board  next  took  up  the  special  assign- 
ment, viz. : 

11.  Message  of  the  mayor,  vetoing  the  order 
granting  the  use  of  the  Great  Brewster  island  to 
the  Portuguese  at  a  rental  of  §1  per  annum. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Allen  the  Board  reconsid- 
ered its  former  action  in  passing  the  order. 

Aid.  Sullivan  moved  to  indefinitely  postpone 
the  order. 

The  chairman  ruled  that  the  question  was  on 
passing  the  order,  the  veto  of  the  mayor  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

The  order  was  rejected,  yea  1,  nays  11,  Aid. 
Capen  voting  yea,  and  the  veto  was  declared 
sustained.    Sent  down. 

SIDEWALK  ASSESSMENTS. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  superintendent 
of  streets  giving  the  cost  of  edgestones  and  side- 
walks in  sundry  streets; appended  thereto  being 
orders  in  the  usual  form  for  the  assessment  and 
collection  of  one  half  the  cost  thereof. 

Said  orders  were  passed  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule. 

CONTINGENT  EXPENSES. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  a  report  (City 
Document  143)  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Contingent  Expenses  of  the  bills  for  contingent 
expenses,  joint  committees,  for  April,  May  and 
June,  respectively,  amounting  to  §3939.53. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

FANEUIL  HALL. 

Aid.  Sullivan  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall: 

Report  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions  to  P.  O'Neill  Larkin  and  others,  for 
the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  for  a  public  meeting, 
Sept.  29. 

Aid.  Allen — As  a  member  of  the  committee  I 
did  not  draw  up  a  minority  report^  but  I  beg 
leave  to  dissent  from  the  conclusions  of  the 
committee,  for  the  reason  that  the  petition  does 
not  state  for  what  purposes  the  hall  is  wanted,  be- 
yond saving  that  it  is  wanted  for  a  public  meet- 
ing. I  think  the  nature  of  the  meeting  ought  to 
be  declared.  There  is  another  netition  whicli 
will  be  reported  on,  I  presume,  directly,  and  my 
objection  is  the  same  in  regard  to  that.  It 
merely  states  that  it  is  desired  for  a  public 
meeting.  I  think  the  nature  of  the  meeting 
should  be  disclosed.  The  only  imormation 
which  has  come  to  me  is  what  I  read  in  regard 
to  the  nature  of  the  meeting  as  disclosed  in  the 
Boston  Globe  of  today.  The  Boston  Globe  says 
that  it  is  to  be  a  meeting  in  favor  of  the  anarch- 
ists of  Chicago.  If  that  had  been  disclosed  in 
the  petition  I  should  certainly  have  voted 
against  it.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  statement 
set  forth  in  this  paper  is  true.  I  don't  believe  in 
having  a  meeting  there  in  favor  of  anarchists. 
There  is  hardly  a  purpose  that  you  can  name 
outside  of  that  for  which  I  would  not  be  willing 
to  have  the  hall  used,  but  I  certainly  cannot  fa- 
vor its  use  for  the  purpose  of  advocating  the 
case  of  the  anarchists. 

The  Chairman— The  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee desires  to  state  that  while  he  wishes  to 
grant  the  use  of  the  hall  to  these  petitioners,  he 
does  so  because  he  finds  nothing  in  the  ordi- 
nance and  nothing  in  the  gift  of  Faneuil  Hall 
to  the  city  or  the  town  wherein  it  is  required 
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that  it  shall  he  used  for  any  specific  object. 
Under  the  ordinances  he  finds  that  the  peti- 
tioners are  not  compelled  to  specify  what  kind 
of  a  meeting  they  propose  to  have.  Unless  this 
Board  shall  more  definitely  state  by  ordinance 
what  Faneuil  Hall  shall  be  used  for,  the  Chair 
cannot  see  how  we.  can  refuse  to  grant  it  on  the 
petition  of  the  requisite  number  of  citizens. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  am  very  glad  that  this  thing 
has  occurred.  It  has  brought  a  chicken  home 
to  roost.  It  seems  to  me  a  very  funny  thing  to 
be  told  now  that  we  shouldn't  grant  the  use  of 
the  hall  without  the  petitioners  stating  the  pur- 
poses for  which  they  wish  it.  when  only  a  few 
short  weeks  ago  Faneuil  Hall  was  stolen  by  our 
votes,  and  they  gave  the  hall  to  people  who  used 
it  for  purposes  entirely  opposite  to  those  for 
which  it  was  granted.  It  was  not  stated  in  the 
Boitrd  of  Aldermen  on  that  petition  that  Faneuil 
Hall  was  to  be  held  for  a  queen's  jubilee,  but  as 
a  matter  of  fact  that  is  what  the  hall  was  used 
for.  No  objection,  was  then  raised,  although  the 
petitioners  did  not  then  state  the  purposes  for 
which  they  wanted  it.  I  am  very  glad  that 
chicken  has  come  home  to  roost,  and  I  hope  it 
will  stay  on  the  roost. 

Aid.  Sullivan— As  a  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Faneuil  Hall.  I  only  know  that  a  certain 
number  of  citizens  asked  for  the  use  of  Faneuil 
Hall  to  hold  a  public  meeting.  I  have  read  this 
article  in  the  Globe,  but  I  don't  know  what 
authority  the  paper  has  for  writing  such  an 
article.  I  only  know  that  I  have  done  as  I  al- 
ways have  done  on  every  petition  that  has  come 
in  for  the  use  of  the  hall,  when  all  the  legal  re- 
quirements have  been  complied  with — 1  have 
certainly  voted  to  grant  the  use  of  the  hall  as 
desired. 

The  petition  was  read  for  information,  on 
motion  of  Aid.  Lee. 

Report  accepted,  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

Aid.  Sullivan  submitted  a  report  from  the 
same  committee  that  leave  be  granted  J.  W. 
Carroll  and  others,  for  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall 
for  a  public  meeting  on  Sept.  27,  inst. 

Aid.  Allen— I  have  only  the  same  objection 
to  make  to  that  that  I  make  to  the  other.  I 
would  like  to  have  the  petition  read. 

The  chairman  read  the  petition. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  leave  was 
granted  on  the  usual  conditions. 

Aid.  Carroll  moved  to  reconsider  the  last 
two  votes,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail ;  lost. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving : 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions  to  William  R.  Cavanagh,  to  move 
wooden  buildings  from  755  E.  Sixth  street.Ward 
14,  to  159  N  street,  Ward  15;  also  across  Parker 
street,  Ward  22. 

Accepted,  and  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
the  petition  of  G.  E.  Farmer,  to  place  a  bulk- 
head in  sidewalk  at  41  South  Eden  street, 
Charlestown.    Accepted. 

Reports  and  orders  that  licenses  be  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions  as  follows: 

Annie  Doherty,  to  construct  and  maintain  a 
coal  hole  at  72  West  Dedham  street. 

Ellertou  P.  Whitney,  agent,  to  construct  and 
maintain  a  coal  hole  at  54  Boylston  street. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
be  directed  to  pave  Barton  street  with  granite 
blocks,  between  Leverett  street  and  Milton 
street,  the  expense  of  same  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  paving. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Reports  and  orders — For  edgestones  and  brick 
sidewalks  in  front  of  estates  of  Jacob  P.  Power, 
30  Ottawa  street ;  Albion  Knowlton,  204  to  210 
inclusive,  on  West  Chester  Park  street;  Samuel 
Stubbs,  northeast  corner  Sterling  and  Warwick 
streets;  Catherine  Moynihan,  201  Paris  street; 
Elmer  E.  Power,  38  Ottawa  street;  Jeremiah 
Murphy.  185  Paris  street;  Bridget  Kelley,  9G 
Blue-Hill  avenue;  Patrick  Cunningham,  9  Val- 
entine street;  James  V.  Dcvine,  485  and  487  East 
Third  street. 

For  edgestones  in  front  of  estates  of  William 
F.  Whitcomb,  273  Columbia  street;  Mary  E. 
Kelly. 94  Blue-Hill  avenue;  Katherine  Lorey,  GO 
to  62  New  Heath  street, 


For  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  estates  of 
George  Wheatland,  Jr.,  north  side  of  Marlboro 
street,  and  on  Marlboro  street,  south  side 
of  West  Chester  Park;  Patrick  Meehan,  136 
Cabot  street;  John  J.  Teevens,  87  P  street; 
First  Reformed  Presbyterian  Congregation, 
corner  Ferdinand  and  Isabella  streets;  Silas 
W.  Merrill,  254,  256  and  258  Marlboro  street; 
Sarah  O.  Melley,  corner  D  and  Seventh  streets; 
Charles  Young,  177  Everett  street;  Margaret 
Haggerty,  170  Havre  street ;  W.  a.  Gatz,  30,  32 
and  36  Ward  street;  Thomas  R.  White,  New- 
bury street. 

Reports  accepted  and  orders  passed  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rule. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
proceed  to  fit  up  the  wharf  lately  purchased  by 
His  Honor  the  Mayor  (formerly  called  Atkins 
wharf)  and  put  the  same  in"  condition  for  the 
use  of  the  Paving  Department,  the  expense  to 
be  charged  to  the  unexpended  balance  of  the 
special  appropriation  for  "wharf  for  Paving  De- 
partment." 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
be  directed  to  pave  the  sidewalk  with  brick  in 
front  of  the  estate  of  Timothy  Moynihan,  152 
Chelsea  street,  South  Boston,  one  half  the  cost 
of  same  to  be  assessed  on  said  estate. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
be  directed  to  grade  Montrose  street  and  to  fur- 
nish and  set  edgestones  and  pave  the  sidewalk 
with  brick,  one  half  the  cost  of  same  edgestones 
and  brick  sidewalk  to  be  assessed  upon  the  own- 
ers of  abutting  estates. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
be  directed  to  put  Calumet  street  in  condition 
for  public  travel,  the  expense  attending  same 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  paving. 

Ordered.  That  the  sidewalk  assessments 
levied  Aug.  25,  1887.  against  the  estates  of  Eliza- 
beth C.  Hills,  No.  99  Roxbury  street,  amounting 
to  $22.01,  Adeline  Houghton,  No.  103  Roxbury 
street,  amount  $18.82,  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby  abated,  on  account  of  a  previous  con- 
crete sidewalk. 

Orders  severally  passed  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule. 

FLAG. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Police  (Aid.),  recommending  that 
leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  condition  to 
James  Donaldson  to  suspend  a  flag  from  339 
Washington  street  across  said  street,  from  Sept. 
26  to  29.  inclusive. 

Accepted,  and  leave  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions. 

electric  wires. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Electric  Wires,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  the  Charlestown 
Gas  Company  for  leave  to  erect  six  poles  on 
Dorrance  street,  Ward  4,  for  the  support  of  its 
wires,  having  considered  the  subject  respect- 
fully recommend  the  passage  of  the  following 
order : 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Charlestown  Gas  Company  to  erect  six  poles 
for  the  support  of  wires  in  the  following  named 
streets  in  Charlestown  at  points  designated  by 
red  dots  on  a  plan  made  by  Charles  A.  Pearson, 
dated  Sept.  20,  1887,  and  deposited  in  the  office 
of  the  superintendent  of  streets,  viz. : 

Six  poles  on  Dorrance  street,  Ward  4.  [Fol- 
lowing were  the  usual  pointed  conditions.] 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

The  Committee  on  Electric  Wires,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  the  New  England 
Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company  for  leave  to 
place  wires  on  the  poles  of  the  Suburban  Light 
&  Power  Company  in  Brighton  avenue,  Cam- 
bridge and  Washington  streets,  Brighton,  hav- 
ing considered  the  subject,  respectfully  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Suburban  Light  &  Power 
Company  are  hereby  authorized  to  permit  the 
New  England  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company 
to  place  wires  on  the  poles  of  the  said  Suburban 
Light  &  Power  Company  in  Brighton  avenue, 
Cambridge  and  Washington  streets,  Brighton. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

The  Committee  on  Electric  Wires,  to  whom 
were  referred  the  petition  of  the  New  England 
Weston  Electric  Light  and  the  Weston  Illumi- 
nating Companies  for  leave  to  transfer  to  the 
Charlestown  Gas  Company  all  their  pole  rights 
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heretofore  granted  by  this  Board,  and  the  peti- 
tion of  the  Charlestown  Gas  Company  for  the 
right  to  acquire  the  same,  having  considered 
the  subject,  respectfully  recommend  the  pas- 
sage of  the  accompanying  orders : 

Ordered,  That  the  New  England  Weston  Elec- 
tric Light  Company  and  the  Weston  Illumina- 
ting Company  be  hereby  authorized  to  transfer 
to  the  Charlestown  Gas  Company  all  the  pole 
rights  th?t  have  been  granted  by;  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  to  the  said  companies  in  the  Charles- 
town district. 

Ordered,  That  the  Charlestown  Gas  Company 
be  authorized  to  acquire  all  the  pole  rights  in 
the  Charlestown  district  that  have  been  granted 
by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  the  New  England 
We'ston  Electric  Light  Company  and  the  Wes- 
ton Illuminating  Company. 

Report  accepted,  orders  passed,  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

The  Committee  on  Electric  Wires,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  the  Boston  Electric 
Light  Company  for  leave  to  erect  a  pole  on 
Eliot  street  for  the  support  of  its  wires,  having 
considered  the  subject  respectfully  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  following  order : 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Boston  Electric  Light  Company  to  erect  one 
pole  for  the  support  of  "wires  in  the  following 
named  streets,  in  Boston,  at  points  designated 
by  red  dots  on  a  plan  made  by  M.  W.  Fitzsim- 
mons,  dated  Aug.  22,  1887,  and  deposited  in  the 
office  of  the  superintendent  of  street,  viz : 

One  pole  on  Eliot  street  near  Washington 
street'  [Following  were  the  usual  printed  con- 
ditions.] 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

The  Committee  on  Electric  Wires,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  the  Boston  Electric 
Light  Company,  for  leave  to  erect  poles  for  the 
support  of  its  wires  on  streets  in  East  Boston, 
having  considered  the  subject,  respectfully  re- 
commend the  passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Boston  Electric  Light  Company  to  erect  four 
poles  for  the  support  of  wires  in  the  following 
named  streets  in  East  Boston,  at  points  desig- 
nated by  red  dots  on  a  plan  made  byM.  W.  Pitz- 
simmons,  dated  Sept.  12,  1887,  and  deposited  in 
the  office  of  the  superintendent  of  streets,  viz.: 

One  pole  on  Condor  street. 

One  pole  on  Eutaw  street. 

Two  poles  on  Border  street. 

[Following  were  the  usual  printed  conditions.] 

Report  accepted ;  order  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

STABLES. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health  (Aid.),  recommending  that 
leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  conditions  to  oc- 
cupy stables  as  follows: 

A.  T.  Whiting,  chairman  Board  of  Police,  on 
Lagrange  street,  Ward  10. 

Sewall  W.  Rich,  Allston  street,  rear  corner 
Kenwood  street,  Ward  24. 

John  Burke,  Hillside  avenue,  Ward  25. 

Joshua  Brothers,  agent  for  Alger  estate,  37 
West  Seventh  street,  Ward  13. 

Timothy  Murphy,  Geneva  avenue,  Ward  24. 

J.  F.  Kelly,  Eustis  street,  rear  291  and  293,  near 
Magazine  street,  Ward  20. 

Reports  accepted  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

CLERK  HIKE  IN  THE  COURTS. 

Aid.  Carroll  presented  a  requisition,  duly 
certified  as  to  correctness,  from  the  clerk  of  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  for  §165,  the  amount  of 
clerk  hire  for  the  month  of  September. 

Approved  and  ordered  paid. 

O'BRIEN     SCHOOL. 

Aid.  Carroll  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Schools  and  Schoolhouses,  on  the 
request  of  the  School  Committee,  for  certain  re- 
pairs on  the  O'Brien  school— Recommending 
reference  of  the  same  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings. 

Accepted  and  said  reference  ordered.  Sent 
down. 

EAST  BOSTON  WATER    WORKS, 

Aid.  Carroll  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Water,  on  the  petition  of  E.  M. 
McPherson  and  others,  that  the  city  purchase 
the  land  west  of  Putnam  street  and  south  of  Fal- 
con   street,   adjoining    the   reservoir— Recom- 


mending reference  of  the  same  to  the  Water 
Board. 

Accepted  and  said  reference  ordered.  Sent 
down. 

RAILROADS. 

Aid.  Capen  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Railroads : 

Report  on  the  petition  for  the  West  End  Street 
Railway  Company  for  the  right  to  change  the 
location  of  their  tracks  in  that  part  of  Beacon 
street  between  Commonwealth  avenue  and  St. 
Mary's  street— Recommending  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order : 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  rights  hereto- 
fore granted  the  West  End  Street  Railway  Com- 
pany to  lay  down  tracks  in  the  city  of  Boston, 
said  company  shall  have  the  right  to  change  the 
location  of  its  tracks  on  Beacon  street,  between 
Commonwealth  avenue  and  St.  Mary's  street, 
as  defined  in  the  order  granted  Dec.  27,  1886,  to 
the  location  indicated  and  shown  by  red  lines 
on  a  plan  by  A.  L.  Plympton,  dated  Aug.  27, 
1887,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  superin- 
tendent of  streets.  [Appended  are  the  usual 
printed  conditions.] 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order  of  notice  for  a  hearing  on 
Monday,  Oct.  17  next,  at  4  P.  M.,  on  the  petition 
of  the  Suburban  Street  Railway  Comnany  for 
alteration  of  location  of  tracks  in  Beacon  and 
Arlington  streets. 

Report  accepted  and  said  order  passed. 

CLAIMS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims,  on  the  petition  of  John  Wil- 
liams, for  compensation  for  personal  injuries  re- 
ceived on  Charter  street,  Feb.  3,  1887— Recom- 
mending that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to 
withdraw. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

MEETINGS  OF  THE  BOARD — HOW  CALLED. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  a  report  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances,  on  the  part  of  this  Board,  on 
the  order  (referred  Sept.  19)  requesting  the 
opinion  of  the  corporation  counsel  in  relation  to 
the  calling  of  meetings  of  this  Board— That  in 
their  opinion  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted  and  said  order  passed. 

GASOLINE  AND  PETROLEUM  LICENSES. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Fire  Department  (Aid.): 

Report  on  the  petition  of  the  Walworth  Manu- 
facturing Company,  for  a  license  to  keep  for  sale 
gasoline  at  1G  Oliver  street — Recemmending  that 
a  license  be  granted  hi  accordance  with  the  ac- 
companying report  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Engi- 
neers. 

Report  on  the  petition  ot  Jenney  Manufactur- 
ing Company,  for  a  license  to  keep  for  sale  the 
products  of  petroleum  at  their  store,  No.  2  Cen- 
tral wharf — Recommending  that  a  license  be 
granted  in  accordance  with  the  accompanying 
report  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Engineers. 

Report  accepted,  and  said  licenses  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 

CLOCKS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  a  report  from  the  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Fire  Department,  on 
the  petition  of  C.  A.  Richards,  asking  that  the 
large  clock  at  the  corner  of  Washington  and 
Northampton  streets  be  lighted  and  cared  for 
by  the  city— Recommending  reference  of  the 
same  to  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners. 

Accepted,  and  said  reference  ordered.  Sent 
down. 

LICENSES. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Health  (Aid.),  recommending 
that  licenses  be  granted  as  follows: 

A.  J.  Donnelle,  to  exhibit  Battle  of  Gettys- 
burg for  season  18S7-88. 

Isaac  B.  Rich,  to  run  Hollis-street  Theatre  for 
season  1S87-88. 

Charles  P.  Blatt,  to  run  museum  and  aquarium 
at  8S6  and  888  Washington  street. 

Eugene  Tompkins,  to  run  Boston  Theatre  for 
season  1887-88. 

James  H.  Sexton,  to  give  a  wrestling  exhibi- 
tion at  Music  Hall  on  the  evening  of  Oct.  25, 
1887. 

Reports  accepted.  Licenses  granted  on  the 
usual  condition. 
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Reports  in  favor  of  granting  minors'  licenses 
to  sundry  newsboys,  bootblacks  and  peddlers. 
'    Reports  accepted.    Leave  granted  on  the  usual 
condition. 

Also,  reports  recommending  that  the  peti- 
tioners have  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  follow- 
ing petitions: 

G.  E.  Lothrop,  to  give  a  wrestling  exhibition 
at  Windsor  Theatre  on  Wednesday,  July  13, 
1887. 

Thomas  F.  O'Rourke,  to  give  a  variety  and 
athletic  entertainment  at  Monment  Hall, 
Charlestown,  on  Monday,  Sept,  12,  1887. 

Park  Theatre. 

Report  recommending  that  a  license  be 
granted  on  the  petition  of  Abbey  &  Schoeffel 
for  a  license  to  run  the  Park  Theatre  for  season 
of  1887-88. 

Accepted  and  license  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  moved  to  reconsider  the 
acceptance  of  the  report  granting  a  license  to 
the  Park  Theatre. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— What  is  the  object  of  the 
reconsideration? 

The  Chairman— The  report  is  here  by  mis- 
take. The  petition  was,  at  a  meeting  of  the 
committee  today,  referred  to  the  chairman  to 
see  if  they  hud  complied  with  the  rules  as  laid 
down  by  the  inspector  of  buildings,  and  the  re- 
port has  got  in  here  by  mistake. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  understood  that  the  com- 
mittee had  examined  the  building  and  had  re- 
ported that  the  statutes  had  been  complied 
with.    Perhaps  I  was  wrongly  informed. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— The  presentation  of  the 
report  granting  a  license  was  a  mistake.  While 
the  committee  feel  satisfied,  perhaps,  that  the 
theatre  company  have  lived  up  to  the  law  as  it 
is  laid  down  by  the  inspector  of  buildings,  still, 
in  their  meeting  today,  they  concluded  it  was 
better  to  make  sure.  The  theatre  folks,  at  the 
time  we  visited  them,  had  done  nothing  at  all 
in  the  way  of  fixing  up.  In  all  the  other  thea- 
tres the  proprietors  had  complied  with  the  law. 
The  report  is  here  by  mistake;  the  action  of 
the  committee  was  to  refer  to  the  chairman, 
who  was  to  satisfy  himself  that  the  work  had 
been  done  as  required. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  visited  that  theatre  in 
company  with  the  other  two  members  of  the 
committee.  At  that  time  it  was  in  very  bad 
condition ;  there  is  no  question  about  that.  The 
inspector  of  buildings  was  with  us  at  that  time, 
and  he  demanded  that  certain  things  should  be 
done.  Aftet  that  I  was  out  with  the  inspector 
one  day  with  Aid.  Sullivan  of  the  Committee  on 
Inspection  of  Buildings,  and  we  visited  the  the- 
atre together.  I  think  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes had  been  called  that  day,  and  the  other 
two  members  of  the  committee  were  unable  to 
go.  At  that  time  they  had  apparently  complied 
with  the  ordinance  as  far  as  it  was  practicable 
for  them  to  do  so.  The  woodwork  had  been 
covered  witli  a  fireproof  coating;  the  room  used 
as  a  carpenter's  and  painter's  shop,  and  for  the 
storage  of  scenery  over  the  auditorium,  had 
been  cleared  out  and  was  in  pretty  good  shape. 
Still,  there  was  some  rubbish  under  the  eaves 
that  ought  to  be  removed,  but  the  inspector  was 
of  opinion  that  the  ordinance  had  Wen  com- 
plied with,  and  that  the  theatre  was  in  pretty 
good  shape.  I  had  an  impression  that  the  other 
members  of  the  committee  were  there  with  me, 
but  I  now  recollect  that  it  was  Aid.  Sullivan 
and  Inspector  Damrell.  At  that  time  I  sup- 
posed that  the  building  was  in  such  good  shape 
that  a  license  might  be  granted.  Unless  some- 
thing different  has  occurred  since  then  I  now 
see  no  reason  why  the  license  should  not  bo 
granted. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— I  was  satisfied  that  some 
member  of  the  committee  has  satisfied  himself 
that  the  repairs  have  been  made;  but  still  at 
the  meeting  today  we  were  unable  to  ascertain 
whether  the  work  had  been  done  properly.  I 
am  perfectly  satisfied,  after  the  explanation,  to 
allow  the  matter  to  remain  as  it  is,  and  to  allow 
the  license  to  be  granted. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  admit  that  it  may  have 
been  my  fault.  I  could  not  be  present  at  the 
meeting  today.  I  took  pains  to  telephone  the 
city  messenger  today  to  inform  me  if  the  meet- 
ing was  of  any  importance,  and  if  so  that  I 
would  be  present;  but  through  some  misunder- 
standing I  did  not  get  the  information,  and, 
therefore,  thinking   the   meeting  was  not   im- 


portant I  stayed  away.  I  intended  to  give  the 
committee  the  information.  In  justice  to  the 
theatre  people  I  think  the  facts  should  be 
stated,  because  they  have  made  vigorous  ef- 
forts to  comply  with  the  law. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  withdrew  the  motion  to  re- 
consider. 

armories. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Armories  and  Military 
Affairs : 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Company  E.  Ninth 
Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  for  an  appropriation  tore- 
pair  their  armory — Recommending  reference  of 
the  same  to  the  superintendent  of  pubiic  build- 
ings. 

Accepted  ana  said  reference  ordered. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  D.  H.  Follett,  captain 
of  Battery  A,  in  relation  to  the  condition  of  said 
armory — Recommending  reference  of  the  same 
to  the  superintendent  of  public  buildings. 

Accepted  and  said  reference  ordered. 

Report  on  the  order  (referred  Sept.  19th,  inst.) 
relative  to  the  erection  of  a  regimental  armory 
building— Recommending  the  passage  of  the 
order  in  the  following  new  draft: 

Ordered,  That  Alderman  Charles  W.  Smith 
be  appointed  a  special  committee  of  one  to  con- 
sider and  report  to  this  Board  as  to  the  expe- 
diency of  erecting  a  regimental  armory  building, 
said  building  also  to  contain  rooms  suitable  for 
meetings  of  the  G.  A.  R.  posts. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  on  motion  of 
Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  the  rule  was  suspended  and 
the  order  put  upon  its  passage. 

Aid.  Allen— Does  that  order  involve  any  ex- 
pense? 

The  Chairman— It  certainly  does. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  move  to  amend  the  order, 
so  that  any  expense  incurred  shall  be  charged  to 
the  contingent  fund  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  Chairman— That  is  provided  for  in  the 
rules. 

Aid.  Lee— Do  I  understand  that  that  is  under 
the  statute  limitation  of  $1  a  day  for  refresh- 
ments? 

The  Chairman— Yes,  sir. 

The  order  was  passed. 

PATRICK  H.   HALLINAN'S  CLAIM. 

Aid.  Carroll  offered  an  order— That  the  citv 
treasurer  be  authorized  to  pay  to  the  widow  of 
Patrick  H.  Hallinan  the  amount  due  the  said 
Hallinan- for  his  services  in  the  Sewer  Depart- 
ment, 

Passed,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Sent 
down. 

physical  laboratory  for  girls'  high  and 
latin  school. 

Ordered,  That  the  order  approved  by  the 
mayor  June  25,  1887,  authorizing  the  superinten- 
dent of  public  buildings  to  provide  a  physical 
laboratory  in  the  Girls'  High  and  Latin  School, 
at  an  e  xpense  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  $500,  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  school- 
house,  public  buildings,  \>e  and  the  same  is 
hereby  rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be 
requested  to  provide  the  sum  of  $500,  to  be  ex- 
pended in  furnishing  supplies  for  the  physical 
laboratory  in  the  Girls'  High  and   Latin  School. 

Aid.  Carroll — Those  orders  are  offered  at 
the  request  of  the  master  of  the  Girls'  High  and 
Latin  School.  The  fact  is  that  we  appropriated 
$500  for  a  laboratory  when  they  already  have 
one.  They  need  the  money  to  procure  supplies 
for  the  laboratory,  and  the  other  order  is  for  the 
Finance  Committee  to  provide  the  means. 
They  were  technical  enough  to  hold  that  the 
money  appropriated  under  the  original  order 
could  not  be  spent  for  supplies,  and  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  gentleman  I  have  offered  these 
orders. 

The  orders  were  passed  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule.    Sent  down. 

VINE-STREET  CHURCH  CHAPEL. 

Aid.  N.  G,  Smith  offered  an  order— That  the 
superintendent  of  public  buildings  be  author- 
ized to  lease  to  John  Golding,  for  a  term  not 
exceeding  three  months,  at  such  rental  as  he 
may  deem  sufficient,  and  for  the  best  interests 
of  the  city,  the  premises  known  as  the  "chapel" 
of  the  Vine-street  Church,  a  public  building 
situated  on  Vine  street,  Ward  20. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Sent 
down. 
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ROXBURY  HIGH  SCHOOLHOUSE. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  offered  an  order— That  the 
superintendent  of  public  buildings  be  author- 
ized to  partition  the  hall  of  the  Roxbury  high 
schoolhouse  in  order  to  increase  the  accommo- 
dation for  pupils  in  said  schoolhouse,  the  ex- 
pense therefor  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  schoolhouses,  public  buildings. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Sent 
down, 

LAND  DAMAGES. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  orders  to  pay,  on  the 
usual  conditions,  for  land  taken  and  all  dam- 
ages occasioned  by  laying  out  streets  as  follows: 

Nathaniel  Phillips,  $75,  relocation  of  Union 
avenue  at  Dorchester,  by  a  resolve  and  order  of 
Sept.  17,  1887,  and  the  grading  of  said  Union 
avenue  on  his  adjoining  land  to  a  grade  shown 
by  plan  dated  May  27,  1887. 

Ezra  Conant,  $65.  extension  of  Minden  street 
at  Roxbury,  from  Waldon  street  to  Day  street, 
by  a  resolve  and  order  of  Nov.  9.  1885,  and  the 
sloping  and  maintenance  of  the  tilling  of  said 
extension  on  his  adjoining  land. 

Severally  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule. 

SALE  OF  BAGGAGE. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  submitted  a  report  from  the 
special  committee  to  examine  articles  remain- 
ing unclaimed  in  the  passenger  station  of  the 
N.  Y.  &  N.  E.  R.  R.  Company  in  this  city- 
Recommending  the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  New  York  &  New  England 
Railroad  Company  sell  at  public  auction,  within 
CO  days  from  the  date  of  the  passage  of  this 
order,  and  after  publication  of  the  place  and 


time  of  said  sale,  according  to  law,  the  articles 
left  and  remaining  unclaimed  at  the  passenger 
station  of  said  company  in  the  city  of  Boston. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

INVESTIGATION  OF  SAFETY  OF    SCHOOL    BUILD- 
INGS. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Inspection  of  Buildings  on 
the  preamble  and  order  (referred  Sept.  Gth  inst.) 
relative  to  the  safety  of  all  buildings  used  for 
school  purposes — That  in  their  opinion  the  order 
ought  to  pass. 

Accepted  and  said  preamble  and  order 
passed.    Sent  down. 

BAY  WINDOW. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Inspection  of  Buildings  (Aid.) 
recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Asher  Ratshesky  for  leave  to  project  a 
bay  window  at  71  Shawmut  avenue. 

Accepted. 

election  laws. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  offered  an  order— That  there 
be  prepared  by  the  city  clerk,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  O  rdi- 
nances,  a  pamphlet  containing  a  digest  of  the 
laws  relating  to  the  qualification,  assessment 
and  registration  of  voters,  and  the  conduct  of 
elections  in  the  city  of  Boston. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Sent 
down. 

Adjourned,  at  G.32  P.M.,  on  motion  of  Aid. 
Haynes. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council. 


Thursday,  Sept.  29, 1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Common  Council,  at 
7.30  P.M.,  President  Barry  in  the  chair. 

The  clerk  called  the  roll  with  the  following 
result. 

Present— Atwood,  Barry,  Blume,  Bowman, 
Burr,  Carroll.  Chamberlain,  Cochran,  Con- 
nolly, Coyle,  Desmond,  Dolan,  Fisher.  Foss, 
Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost,  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez, 
Hayes,  Keliher,  Kelley.  Ladd,  Lauten,  Leary, 
Light.  McNary.  F.  R.  Morrison,  Norton.  Nu- 
nan,  O'Mealey,  Reilly,  Sanger,  Shaw,  Short, 
Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan.  R.  Sullivan, 
Teevens,  Tracy,  Tuttle,  Whall,  Whitmore, 
Wilson— 45 

Absent — Carstensen,  Clark,  Coleman,  Dav- 
ern.  Dewey,  Duggan,  Dunn,  P.  J.  Gallagher, 
Haggerty,  Harrington,  Kennedy,  Lattimore, 
Mahoney,  McEnaney,  McKenna,  F.  Morison,  J. 
Murphy,  J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Per- 
kins. Perry,  C.  C.  Powers,  E.  J,  Powers, 
Richards,  Sundherg,  Thayer,  Webster— 27. 

A  PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

The  President— The  Chair  desires  at  this 
time,  with  permission  of  the  Council,  to  make  a 
personal  explanation  in  connection  with  re- 
marks made  last  Thursday  evening  in  referenc 
to  the  Franklin  schoolhouse.  The  members  of 
the  Council  will  remember  that  at  that  time  I 
stated  in  my  remarks  that  through  some  under- 
current certain  action  was  attempted  to  be 
brought  about.  When  I  used  the  word  "under- 
current" I  referred  to  the  action  of  the  parties 
endeavoring  to  get  the  building,  and  I  did  not 
intend  to  refer  in  any  way  to  Captain  Damrell 
or  to  Mr.  Tucker,  the  superintendent  of  public 
buildings.  I  did  not  intend  to  convey  the  idea 
that  they  were  doing  anything  to  assist  these 
people  in  getting  the  •  hall,  and  for  that 
reason  I  desire  to  make  this  explanation,  in 
order  that  my  remarks  may  not  be  misunder- 
stood. 

STONY  BROOK. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended to  enable  him  to  submit  the  majority 
and  minority  reports  of  the  Joint  Special  Com- 
mittee on  the  Sale  of  Reservoir  Lot  (City  Doc. 
96),  and  on  his  motion,  after  the  reading  of  Or- 
ders 1,  2,  and  5,  the  reports  were  ordered  printed 
and  specially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  at  8 
o  clock. 

Following  are  the  reports : 

In  Common  Council.      ) 
January  6,  1887.  I 

Ordered,  That  a  joint  special  committee,  con- 
sisting of  three  members  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, with  such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may 
join,  be  appointed  to  ascertain  and  report  what 
arrangements  can  be  made  with  the  State 
for  the  sale  to  it  of  the  "Reservoir  Lot," 
so  called,  and  for  grading  the  streets  in  that 
vicinity.iand  what  legislation  is  necessary  there- 
for. 

Passed,  and  Messrs.  Whitmore,  Fottler  and 
Short  were  appointed  on  said  committee. 

Came  up  for  concurrence. 

Concurred,  and  Aldermen  McLaughlin  and 
C.  W.  Smith  were  joined  to  the  committee. 

Approved  by  the  mayor  Jan.  12,  1887. 

The  committee  appointed  under  the  above 
order  beg  leave  herewith  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report : 

THE  RESERVOIR  LOT. 

This  large  lot  of  land  contains  37.48S  square 
feet,  and  is  bounded  192.91  feet  on  Hancocfi; 
street,  190.29  on  Derne  street,  1183.31  on  Temple 
street,  and  188.09  feet  on  an  east  and  west  line  in 
the  rear  of  estates  on  Mt.  Vernon  street. 

In  1847  the  land  was  taken  by  the  Water  Com- 
missioners of  the  city  of  Boston  for  the  pur- 
pose of  placing  thereon  a  reservoir.  The  cost 
was  as  follows  (History  of  the  Water  Works,  I., 
106): 


Estate  of  John  Hancock,  in  the  rear  of  other 

estates ,935,876  62 

Estate  of  Benjamin  Adams,  on  Hancock  .and 

Derne  streets 25,725  00 

Estate  of  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

on  Hancock  sheet 13,000  CO 

Estate  of  H.  \V.  Kinsman  on  TemDle  street. .  8,615  CO 
B.K.Curtis           "        "           "      ..  15,000  00 
C.P.Curtis           "        "           "      ..  10,350  00 
C.T.  Russell          "        "           "      ..  8,647  33 
"         City,  schoolhouse,  etc.,  corner  Tem- 
ple and  Derne  streets 30,000  00 

S147.213  95 
Received  for  old  materials 2,106  85 

Xetcost $145, 107  10 

The  assessors'  books  do  not  give  any  more 
details  as  to  the  estimated  value  of  the  land  or 
buildings  at  that  time. 

Our  older  citizens  will  remember  the  appear- 
ance of  the  land  then, — a  row  of  good  brick 
houses  on  Temple  street,  the  city  schoolhouse 
on  the  corner  of  Derne  street,  a  row  of  old 
wooden  buildings  on  Derne  street,  with  Dr.  A. 
Boyden's  apothecary  store  on  the  corner  of  Han- 
cock street. 

The  State  owned  a  wooden  house  on  Hancock 
street,  at  the  upper  end  of  the  lot,  placed  on  or 
about  the  level  of  Mt  Vernon  street,  and  this 
level  land  extended  to  Temple  street,  with  a 
width  of  some  50  feet.  The  centre  portion,  be- 
longing to  the  Hancock  family,  was  open  and 
unoccupied,  and  the  hill  had  been  dug  down  on 
a  steep  slope  towards  Derne  street. 

On  the  20th  of  November,  1847,  the  corner- 
stone of  the  reservoir  was  laid  with  proper 
ceremonies,  and  a  picture  of  the  occasion,  paint- 
ed by  Wight,  is  now  owned  by  the  city,  and  is 
deposited  in  the  Old  State  House  in  charge  of 
the  Bostonian  Society. 

The  stone  reservoir  was  ashallow  stone  basin, 
16  feet  in  depth,  placed  on  the  top  of  a  series  of 
arches  of  varying  heights,  those  on  Derne  street 
being  38  feet  high.  The  extreme  height  to  the 
top  of  the  coping  was  58  feet  9  inches ;  the  least, 
40  feet  9  inches.  The  cost  of  the  superstructure 
(Hist.,  I.,  267)  was  $368,426.11 ;  making  the  whole 
cost,  with  land.  §513.533.21. 

•The  reservoir  continued  in  use  for  many  years, 
until  the  growth  of  the  city  and  the  improved 
methods  of  furnishing  the  supply  rendered  it  no 
longer  essential  to  the  system.  In  fact,  after 
1875,  it  often  Happened  that  the  reservoir  was 
left  empty  for  considerable  periods.  According- 
ly, notwithstanding  the  impossibility  of  using 
the  building  for  any  other  purpose,  the  City 
Council  was  impressed  with  the  necessity  of 
using  the  land  in  some  way.  As  soon  as  there 
was  a  strong  agitation  in  aid  of  the  erection  of  a 
new  court  house,  this  site  was  warmly  favored 
by  many  persons  as  the  cheapest  and  most  avail- 
able one.  The  proceedings  of  the  City  Council 
from  1878  onward  will  show  how  persistently, 
and  with  what  solid  arg-uments,  the  project  of 
thus  using  this  lot  was  urged.  In  spite  of  the 
opposition  of  an  active  section  of  the  Suffolk 
bar  the  measure  grew  in  favor  with  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  and  on  the  ground  of  economy 
especially  it  finally  secured  the  support  of  a  ma- 
jority of  that  body. 

On  Nov.  27, 1880,  the  Board  of  Aldermen  voted 
to  take  the  reservoir  lot  as  the  site  for  a  new 
court  house  for  Suffolk  county.  In  1881  the 
water  was  drawn  from  the  reservoir,  and  the 
building  was  put  in  charge  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings,  with  authority  to  take  down 
the  stone  and  sell  it.  About  three  j'ears  were 
needed  for  the  removal  of  the  stone,  as  it  was 
deemed  best  to  use  it  in  the  various  public 
works  of  the  city,  and  deliveries  were  made 
only  in  accordance  with  such  demands. 

The  city  auditor's  accounts  show  that  the  ex- 
pense of  taking  down  the  reservoir  was  $79,756.14. 
Receipts  from  sales  of  stone,  $76,311.71. 

But  this  does  not  show  the  true  result,  be- 
cause much  of  the  stone  was  used  by  the  city  in 
its  building,  and  was  credited  at  less  than  it 
would  have  brought  if  sold  to  other  parties. 

At  the  beginning  of  18S5  an  earnest  effort  was 
made  to  utilize  the  land  by  the  erection  of  the 
much-needed  court  house.  The  mayor  gave 
prominence  to  the  subject  in  his  inaugural 
address,  recommending  that  Ithe  row  of  houses 
on  Mt.  Vernon  street,  adjoining  the  reser- 
voir lot.  be  taken  as  a  part  of  the  loca- 
tion. He  also  suggested  that  the  State  might 
wish  to  join  in  the  scheme  and  possibly  use  part 
of  the  land.  An  order  to  petition  the  Legisla- 
ture was  passed  Feb.  2, 1SS5.     (Proceedings,  pp. 
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64,  68.)  An  order  to  appoint  commissioners  was 
also  introduced  into  the  Common  Council,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  passed  by 
the  Aldermen  Feb.  24  (Proceeding's,  p.  147),  and 
by  the  Council,  Feb.  26  (Proceedings,  p.  150).  It 
was  printed  as  Document  23  of  18S5.  It  provided 
for  three  commissioners  to  make  all  preliminary 
arrangements  for  the  erection  of  a  court  house, 
including  the  preparation  of  plans  and  esti- 
mates :  to  obtain  the  co-operation  of  the  State : 
to  obtain  legislation  for  acquiring  more  land  if 
needed ;  and  to  report  back  to  the  City  Council. 
The  commissioners  could  not  incur  any  liability 
in  behalf  of  the  city  unless  specially  authorized. 

The  mayor  appointed,  March  4,  18S5,  Messrs. 
Solomon  B.  Stebbins.  Thomas  J.  Whidden  and 
Godfrey  Morse  as  such  commissioners. 

The  Suffolk  Bar  Association  immediately  re- 
newed its  opposition  to  the  plan  of  building  the 
new  court  house  on  the  reservoir  lot.  Into  the 
merits  of  the  controversy  we  shall  not  go,  and 
Shall  only  refer  to  such  action  as  directly  af- 
fected the  use  of  that  lot  of  land.  A  hearing  on 
the  mayor's  petition  was  given  by  a  committee 
of  the  Legislature  March  6,  1885;  and,  contrary 
to  the  evident  intent  of  the  petition,  a  bill  was 
presented  by  the  corporation  counsel  giving 
power  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  take  land 
anywhere  for  a  court  house  site,  instead  of  ad- 
ditional to  the  reservoir  lot.  The  committee  of 
the  Suffolk  bar  favored  the  bill ;  asking,  how- 
ever, to  substitute  the  three  gentlemen  already 
appointed  by  the  mayor  as  the.  persons  to  select 
and  take  the  land,  in  place  of  the  aldermen. 

The  result  of  the  hearings  was  the  passage  of 
Chapter  377  of  Acts  of  1885,  whereby  '"the  Board 
of  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  mayor  of 
said  city,  by  virtue  of  an  order  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil of  said  city,  with  reference  to  a  court  house, 
approved  March  4,  1885,  is  hereby  authorized  to 
select  and  take,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  said 
city,  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  such  land  as  may, 
in  the  judgment  of  said  commissioners,  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  mayor  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton,   be  requisite   for   the   erectioi     of  a  court 

house and  for  a  court-house  yard  for  the 

same." 

It  will  be  seen  that  this  act  of  the  Legislature 
was  not  based  on  any  request  of  the  City 
Council,  and  that  the  commissioners  were 
designated  in  the  act,  and  were  not  appointed 
for  this  purpose  by  the  mayor. 

On  Aug.  3,  1885,  the  commissioners'  report  was 
sent  to  the  Board  of  Aldei  men,  notifying  the 
City  Council  that  they  had  exercised  their 
powers  under  the  act,  by  selecting  a  site  for  the 
court  house  in  Pemberton  square.  (Proa,  p.  479.) 
No  further  action  in  regard  to  the  reservoir  lot 
was  taken  in  1885,  although,  on  March  21  (Proa, 
p.  217),  the  Water  Board  made  a  claim  for  com- 
pensation if  the  land  were  used  or  sold. 

In  1886  action  was  promptly  taken  by  the  City 
Council  in  regard  to  this  lot.  On  Jan.  21  an 
order  passed  the  Common  Council,  asking  the 
State  to  buy  the  houses  on  Mt.  Vernon  street, 
and  to  lay  out  the  same  as  a  public  park,  if  the 
city  would  give  the  reservoir  land  for  the  same 
purpose.  The  aldermen  substituted  an  order  to 
sell  the  land,  which  was  dropped;  an  order  to 
build  an  armory  thereon  was  considered,  and, 
on  July  1,  the  whole  subject  was  referred  to  a 
joint  special  committee. 

In  February,  1886,  the  mayor  sent  a  message 
to  the  aldermen,  with  a  letter  annexed  f  ram 
Governor  Robinson,  suggesting  that  the  land 
should  be  offered  to  the  State,  for  the  purpose 
of  placing  department  ofiices  thereon. 

The  only  result  of  a  discussion  of  the  matter 
by  a  committee  of  the  Legislature,  before  whom 
a  committee  of  the  City  Council  appeared,  was 
the  passage  of  a  resolve.  Chap.  87.  that  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council  should  report  to  the  next 
General  Court  a  plan  for  the  enlargement  of  the 
State  House,  or  the  erection  of  additional  build- 
ings. Accordingly  a  message  was  sent  Jan.  5, 
1887,  by  the  governor  to  the  Legislature,  and  it 
will  be  found  in  the  "Blue  Book,"  pp.  1198- 
1201. 

It  is  useless  to  repeat  here  the  details  of  the 
various  plans  proposed  during  the  session  of 
1887.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the  plan  recom- 
mended bv  the  governor  was,  in  part,  to  take  all 
the  houses  on  Mt.  Vernon  street,  from  Hancock 
to  Temple  street,  and  the  Uiree  houses  next  east 
of  Temple  street,  with  the  evident  idea  of  clos- 
ing Mt.  Vernott  street,  from  Hancock  street, 
easterly,  and  of  opening  a  new  street  either  on 
said  land  or  over  the  reservoir  lot. 


A  second  scheme  was  to  build  only  on  the  land 
east  of  the  State  House,  on  the  square  bounded 
by  Bowdoin  and  Mt.  Vernon  streets  and  Beacon- 
hill  place.  The  third  plan,  suggested  by  Repre- 
sentative Sillars,  was  to  take  the  land  north  of 
the  State  House,  bounded  by  Mt.  Vernon,  Han- 
cock, Derne  and  Temple  streets,  and  including 
the  reservoir  lot,  connecting  buildings  erected 
thereon  with  the  State  House  by  an  arch  across 
Mt.  Vernon  street. 

Your  committee  appointed  January,  1887,  to 
attend  to  the  city's  interest  in  this  matter,  were 
of  the  opinion  that  the  Sillars  plan  was  most 
likely  to  be  beneficial  to  the  city,  especially  if, 
in  connection  therewith,  a  change  could  be  se- 
cured in  the  grade  of  Temple  street.  They 
therefore  attended  the  public  meetings  of  the 
committee  of  the  Legislature  and  presented 
plans  and  estimates  whenever  desired. 

As  this  matter  of  a  change  of  grade  was  and 
still  is  one  of  great  importance,  it  will  be  ex- 
plained somewhat  in  detail. 

It  is  well  known  that  Beacon  Hill  presents  a 
great  obstacle  to  the  passage  of  traffic  from  the 
northern  to  the  southern  part  of  the  city ;  an 
impediment  greatly  increased  by  the  Common 
on  its  southerly  slope.  It  is  necessary  to  go 
around  the  hill,  since  the  few  streets  crossing  it 
are  of  so  steep  grade  as  to  be  very  difficult  for 
heavy  teams  to  use.  The  only  direct  communi- 
cation from  Tremont  street  to  Cambridge  street, 
over  the  hill,  is  by  Park,  Mt.  Vernon,  and  Tem- 
ple streets;  and  the  plans  annexed  to  this  re- 
port will  show  how  difficult  the  grade  is.  The 
City  Council  last  year  laid  out  Staniford-street 
extension,  from  Green  street  to  Causeway  street, 
at  an  estimated  expense  of  $161,000,  in  order  to 
give  a  direct  passage  for  vehicles  from  the 
northern  depots  to  the  southern  depots.  The 
grade  at  that  part  of  the  ine  is  as  good  as  could 
be  desired.  In  Temple  street,  from  Cambridge 
street  to  Derne  street,  the  grade  is  only  four  feet 
in  one  hundred,  and  that  grade  is  not  burden- 
some. But  from  Derne  street  to  Mt.  Vernon 
street  there  is  a  steep  rise  of  10  3-10  feet  in  100, 
and  then  a  decline  of  0  2-10  feet  in  100  to  Beacon 
street;  while  Park  street  is  on  a  farther  slope  of 
9%  feet  in  100  for  some  200  feet  from  Beacon 
street,  and  4%  feet  for  the  rest  of  the  way  to 
Tremont  street. 

Your  committee  found  that  if  Mt.  Vernon 
street  were  lowered  from  the  corner  of  Beacon 
street  to  Temple  street,  and  Temp  e  street  were 
farther  lowered  on  the  same  grade  to  Derne 
street,  a  grade  of  only  2  7-10  feet  in  a  hundred 
would  be  established.  At  the  same  time  it  was 
thought  desirable  to  remove  the  unnecessary 
bend  in  Temple  street  by  relocating'  it  on  a  line 
with  that  part  of  Mt.  Vernon  which  runs  north 
and  south.  An  examination  of  the  plan  annexed 
shows  that  Mt.  Vernon  street  turns  at  a  right 
angle,  and  tha  Temple  street  enters  it  at  some 
distance  to  the  west.  But  if  a  50-foot  street  be 
laid  out  from  the  northwesterly  corner  of  Derne 
street,  where  the  reservoir  lot  begins,  to  the 
point  where  Mt.  Vernon  street  bends,  the  de- 
flection from  a  straight  line  is  but  trilling. 

The  city  would-have  to  buy  all  the  houses  on 
the  east  side  of  Temple  street,  south  of  Derne 
street,  with  two  houses  on  Mt.  Vernon  street, 
and  the  corner  house  on  Derne  street;  but  the 
discontinuance  of  the  present  street  would  give 
an  equal  amount  of  land  for  sale,  less  the  amount 
required  for  widening  the  present  street  from  40 
to  50  feet. 

The  land  to  be  taken  measures  13,856  feet;  as- 
sessed in  1887,  with  buildings,  at  #141,700.  (See 
Appendix  B.)  But  there  will  be  some  strips  of 
hind  left  after  locating  the  lines,  and  at  least 
4500  feet  of  land  in  the  part  of  the  street  discon- 
tinued, which  will  be  worth  more  than  now,  as 
it  becomes  front  land  on  a  wide  street. 

The  change  in  the  lines,  however,  would  have 
been  a  great  gain  to  the  State  if  it  had  decided 
to  build  a  department  building  according  to  the 
Sillars  plan.  It  will  he  seen  that  the  two  por- 
tions ill  Mt.  Vernon  street  are  not  parallel  with 
the  front  and  sides  of  the  State  House. 

The  Sillars  plan,  with  an  amendment  offered 
by  your  committee,  is  printed  in  the  Appendix 
A  to  this  report. 

Your  committee  are  obliged  to  report  that 
there  is  no  immediate  prospect  of  any  action  by 
the  State  in  regard  to  building  a  new  State 
House  or  department  buildings  nea  the  present 
site.  The  plans  proposed  are  so  various,  and 
have  each  so  many  supporters,  that  it  seems 
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useless  to  expect  any  speedy  agreement  on  any 
one. 

The  interests  of  the  city,  therefore,  demand 
your  consideration ;  and  as  the  land  has  been 
kept  out  of  the  market  for  the  past  two  years, 
avowedly  to  enable  the  State  to  buy  it,  any  ac- 
tion now  by  the  city  cannot  be  considered  dis- 
co irrteous. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  recommend  that 
such  disposal  be  made  of  the  land  as  will  be  for 
the  best  interests  of  the  city ;  and  in  their  opin- 
ion such  disposal  means  the  sale  of  the  lot  at 
public  auctioa.  They  further  recommend  that 
the  proceeds  of  the  sale  be  devoted  to  some 
method  of  making-  an  easy  passage  across  the 
hill,  which  may  be  attained  in  one  of  two 
methods: 

First,  it  has  been  proposed  to  leave  Temple 
and  Mt.  Vernon  streets  as  they  are,  and  to  con- 
struct a  tunnel,  beginning  on  the  reservoir  land 
at  the  corner  of  Derne  and  Temple  streets,  and 
coming  out  on  the  same  level  on  Park  street. 
The  details  of  this  plan,  as  furnished  by  the  city 
engineer,  will  be  found  in  Appendix  C. 

1  he  advantages  of  this  plan  are,  first,  a  very 
easy  grade  for  heavy  teams ;  secondly,  the  utili- 
zation of  all  the  reservoir  land  except  the  por- 
tion of  one  house-lot  required  for  the  Derne- 
street  entrance;  third,  the  avoidance  of  all 
grade  damages  or  disputes.  The  cost  would  not 
be  excessive,  but  it  would  require  a  new  statute 
to  enable  the  city  to  build,  especially  under  the 
land  owned  by  the  State. 

The  disadvantages  are,  first,  the  inferiority  of 
a  tunnel  to  an  open  street  in  many  respeets ; 
second,  the  cost  of  lighting,  policing  and  watch- 
ing; third,  the  damage  to  an  entire  row  of  trees 
on  Park  street.  Except  this  special  damage,  it 
may  be  fairly  said  that  the  Park-street  altera- 
tion could  be  so  planned  as  to  beautify  rather 
than  injure  the  Common.  The  trees,  with  one 
exception,  are  not  large  nor  specially  beautiful, 
and  ample  compensation  can  be  made  by  re- 
planting 

Secondly,  your  committee  suggests  that 
Temple  street  be  relocated  according  to  the 
dotted  line  on  the  annexed  plan,  making  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  part  of  i\it.  \rernon  street  -which 
runs  north  and  south.  This  new  street  should 
be  laid  out  of  the  width  oi  50  feet,  and  the  State 
be  urged  to  contribute  that  strip  of  its  open  land 
included  within  the  dotted  lines.  But,  even  if 
the  State  refused,  it  would  be  well  to  make  our 
street  the  full  width  of  50  feet.  As  the  city  has 
made  Staniford-street  extension  50  feet  wide, 
this  end  should'be  of  equal  width,  it  being  cer- 
tain that  hereafter  the  lower  half  of  Temple 
street  and  Stamford  street  itself  will  have  to  be 
widened  to  the  same  lines.  With  this  reloca- 
tion of  Temple  street  your  committee  recom- 
mend a  new  grade  on  a  uniform  slope  from  the 
corner  of  Derne  street  to  the  crossing  of  Beacon 
street,  viz.,  about  2  7-10  feet  in  a  hundred,  a 
very  easy  grade,  less  than  that  of  School  street. 

The  matter  of  grade  damages  is  not  very  for- 
midable, as  the  city  would  take  all  the  easterly 
side  of  Temple  street  from  Derne  street  south, 
and  owns  more  than  half  of  the  west  side.  So, 
again,  on  Mt.  Vernon  street,  there  are  only  six 
houses  affected,  exclusive  of  the  State-House 
lot,  and  the  Way  estate,  now  owned  by  the  State. 
On  the  westerly  side,  in  fact,  the  State-House 
lot  is  open  ground,  and  damages  could  be  only 
trilling.  Your  committee  are  informed  that  the 
right  of  the  city  to  alter  the  grade  of  its  streets 
is  not  affected  by  the  fact  that  the  State  owns 
land  abutting  thereon.  No  betterments  can  be 
collected  of  the  State,  but  if  it  were  shown  to  be 
benefited  by  the  change,  the  Legislature  would 
doubtless  contribute. 

The  only  other  claim  for  grade  damages  would 
be  tor  the  estates  lving  on  Mt.  Vernon  street 
westerly  from  Temple  street,  say  as  far  as  Han- 
cock street.  Here,  again,  the  State  owns  nearlv 
half  of  the  land ;  and  the  buildings  next  to  the 
reservoir  lot  are  about  ready  for  a  change  into 
business  purposes.  By  carrying  the  new  grade 
to  Joy  street  a  very  good  slope  could  be  obtained. 

Beacon  Hill  place  is  not  open  to  teams,  and 
accesss  to  the  new  street  could  be  provided,  if 
necessary,  by  steps. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  proposed  point  is  the 
only  one  at  which  a  through  carriage-way  of 
easy  grade  can  be  made.  No  other  street  is  open 
from  Tremont  street  to  Cambridge  street  east  of 
Charles  street,  and  none  can  be  constructed 
without  cutting  the  Common  or  the  Granary 


burying-ground,  to  say  nothing  of  valuable  es- 
tates in  private  hands.  The  re-location  of  Tem- 
ple street  not  only  takes  property  of  compara- 
tively small  value,  but  it  restores  almost  an 
equivalent  portion  to  building  uses,  in  direct 
contiguity  to  existing  houses. 

The  time  to  make  this  great  public  improve- 
ment is  evidently  now,  before  business  en- 
croaches farther  on  the  hill  with  the  inevitable 
result  of  increasing  the  value  of  land.  Now  is 
the  proper  time,  before  the  State  enters  upon 
any  large  enterprise  for  rebuilding  or  increasing 
the  State  House,  especially  as  this  plan  gives 
more  building  ground  directly  in  the  rear  of  the 
present  edifice.  Now  is  especially  a  good  time, 
when  nearly  the  whole  cost  of  the  enterprise 
can  be  defrayed  by  the  sale  of  city  property  not 
needed  for  city  purposes. 

In  Appendix  B  will  be  found  the  estimates  by 
the  city  surveyor  of  the  cost  of  grading  and 
building  the  new  Temple  street,  amounting  to 
§15,000.  His  plan  shows  two  grades.  Grade  B  is 
a  steady  slope  from  Beacon  street  to  Derne 
street  of  2  7-10  feet  in  100.  Grade  A  shows  Mt. 
Vernon  street  levelled,  and  a  new  slope  from 
Derne  street  to  Mt.  Vernon  street  of  5  1-10  feet. 
As  grade  damages  would  be  due  in  either  case, 
it  seems  best  to  take  grade  B,  as  by  far  the  most 
useful,  especially  as  the  saving  in  damages 
would  be  small,  and  the  extra  cost  of  building 
only  $1000. 

Lastly,  your  committee  would  urge  the  great 
benefit  which  will  be  conferred  on  the  estates 
on  the  northerly  slope  of  Beacon  Hill  by  this 
improvement.  Temple  street  will  become  the 
westerly  boundary  of  business,  giving  a  large 
and  definite  territory  east  of  it,  bounded  by 
Beacon,  Tremont,  Court  and  Cambridge  streets, 
wherein  provision  can  be  made  for  the  changes 
incident  to  the  completion  of  the  new  court 
house. 

A  new  street  of  the  character  proposed  will  do 
much  to  prevent  the  steady  depreciation  of 
property  in  the  locality  named;  and,  being  a 
great  thoroughfare,  it  will  bring  life  and  enter- 
prise into  a  portion  of  the  city  which  has  re- 
ceived but  little  encouragement  thus  far  in 
comparison  with  other  localities.  The  greatest 
drawback  to  the  profitable  use  of  this  territory 
on  the  north  slope  of  Beacon  Hill  has  always 
been  the  grade  of  the  streets.  When  one  wide 
street  of  easy  grade  is  opened  over  the  crest  of 
the  hill  the  lateral  streets  will  become  at  once 
available. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  respectfully   sub- 
mit the  draft  of  the   orders  necessary  to  carry 
out  either  of  the  projects   named  in  the   fore- 
going report.  Respectfully  submitted, 
John  A.  McLaughlin, 
William  H.  Whitmore, 
John  C.  Shout. 
A  Majority  of  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on 
Sale  of  the  Reservoir  Lot. 

In  Common  Council. 

1.  Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  and  they  hereby  are  directed  to  sell 
at  public  auction,  on  or  before  November  15, 
1887,  the  lot  of  land  owned  by  the  city  situated 
on  Hancock,  Derne  and  Temple  streets,  com- 
monly called  the  reservoir  lot. 

The  land  shall  be  divided  into  such  lots  as  the 
said  board  may  deem  advisable,  subject,  how- 
ever, to  any  further  instructions  from  the  City 
Council,  and  provided  that  the  purchaser  of  the 
first  lot  sold  may  have  the  option  of  taking  the 
entire  lot  at  the  same  rate  per  foot,  if  he  so 
elect  at  the  time  of  sale.  The  said  board  may, 
if  they  deem  it  advisable,  reserve  from  such 
sale  of  any  of  said  land  a  strip  not  exceeding- 
forty  feet  in  width  on  the  easterly  side  of  said 
land,  and  extending  from  Hancock  street  to 
Temple  street,  and  lay  out  the  same  as  a  public 
street. 

The  said  Board  may  fix  a  minimum  price  for 
said  land  at  or  before  said  sale,  and  refuse  all 
bids  for  a  less  sum. 

The  proceeds  of  such  sale  shall  constitute  a 
fund  for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  widen- 
ing and  grading  Temple  and  Mt.  Vernon  streets. 

2.  Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners be  and  they  hereby  are  requested  to 
widen  Temple  street  on  the  easterly  side,  from 
the  southerly  line  of  Derne  street  to  the  north- 
erly line  of  Mt.  Vernon  street  at  the  corner  of 
Beacon-hill  place,  as  shown  on  apian  of  said 
widening  made  by  Thomas  W.  Davis,  city  sur- 
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veyor,  dated  Jan.  7,  1887,  and  deposited  in  his 
office ;  the  expense  of  sneh  -widening  to  be 
charged  to  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  old 
reservoir  lot  on  said  Temple  and  Derne  and 
Hancock  streets. 

In  Board  of  Aldermen. 

3.  Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the 
grade  of  Temple  street,  between  Derne  street 
and  Mt.  Vernon  street,  as  shown  by  grade  B  on 
a  plan  and  profile  made  by  Thomas  W.  Davis, 
city  surveyor,  dated  Jan.  12,  1887,  and  deposited 
in  the  office  of  the  said  city  surveyor. 

4.  Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the 
grade  of  Mt.  Vernon  street,  between  Beacon-hill 
place  and  Beacon  street,  as  shown  by  grade  B 
on  a  plan  and  profile  made  by  Thomas  W. 
Davis,  city  surveyor,  dated  Jan.  12.  1887,  and  de- 
posited in  the  office  of  the  said  city  surveyor. 

In  Common  Council. 

5.  Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and 
he  hereby  is  requested  to  petition  the  Legis- 
lature at  its  next  session  for  the  passage  of  an 
act  releasing  to  the  city  of  Boston,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  widening  Mt.  Vernon  street  to  a  width 
of  fifty  feet,  on  the  portion  of  said  street  run- 
ning northerly  from  Beacon  street,  so  much  of 
the  laud  appurtenant  to  the  State  House  as  may 
be  needed ;  and  also  to  release  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton from  all  grade  damages  which  might  be  due 
to  the  Commonwealth  in  respect  to  any  of  its 
lands  or  buildings  on  Mt.  Vernon  street,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  fact  that  no  betterments  for 
such  street  widening  or  grading  can  be  assessed 
upon  the  Commonwealth,  although  its  property 
will  be  benefited  thereby. 

The  alternate  order,  in  case  the  City  Council 
should  prefer  the  plan  for  a  tunnel,  would  be  as 
follows: 

Ordered.  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and 
he  hereby  is  requested  to  petition  the  Legis- 
lature at  its  next  session  for  an  act  enabling  the 
City  Council  of  Boston  to  lay  out,  construct  and 
maintain  a  tunnel  from  Derne  street  to  Park 
street  or  Tremont  street,  according  to  a  plan 
prepared  by  the  city  engineer  and  approved  by 
said  Council.  Such  tunnel  is  to  be  used  only  as 
a  public  street,  but  shall  not  be  included  under 
the  provisions  of  law  relating  to  the  construc- 
tion of  railways  or  horse  railways,  or  the  laying 
of  wires  or  pipes,  unless  the  consent  of  the 
Legislature  be  obtained  thereto. 

Minority  Report. 

The  undersigned,  members  of  the  Special 
Committee  on  Sale  of  Reservoir  Lot,  respect- 
fully dissent  from  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
report : 

While  they  believe  that  some  disposition  of 
the  same  should  be  made  toward  its  improve- 
ment, they  still  are  of  the  opinion  that  it  should 
be  acquired  by  the  State  for  State  House  pur- 
poses, and  that  at  the  next  session  of  the  Legis- 
lature the  State  will  take  the  necessary  steps  in 
that  direction.  We  believe  that  such  a  use  of 
the  reservoir  lot  would  prove  of  more  benefit  to 
the  city  in  the  way  of  increasing  taxable  prop- 
erty on  Beacon  Hill,  than  could  be  derived  from 
it  by  any  other  means.  Its  occupation  by  the 
State  for  State  House  purposes  would  have  a 
wholesome  effect  on  all  the  surrounding  prop- 
erty, and  would  also  be  the  means  of  preserving 
for  the  State  House  its  present  position  and 
beautiful  style  of  architecture,  so  highly  prized 
by  all  citizens  of  Boston.  Tiie  minority  are 
of  the  opinion  that  the  city  government 
should  take  no  action  calculated  to  in- 
crease the  expense  to  the  State,  should  the  lat- 
ter desire,  to  take  the  reservoir  lot,  because, 
a  Iter  all,  a  large  part  of  the  expense  would  have 
to  be  borne  by  the  city,  as  the  latter  pays  about 
40  per  cent  of  the  State  tax;  this  would  follow 
should  the  lot  be  sold  to  private  parties  now, 
and  afterwards  be  taken  by  the  State.  The  un- 
dersigned also  call  attention  to  the  meaning  of 
the  order  as  passed  by  both  branches  of  the  Gity 
Council,  and  approved  by  His  Honor  the  Mayor, 
Jan.  12,  1887,  by  which  a  special  committee  u;is 
appointed,  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  ascertain 
what  arrangements  could  be  made  with  the 
Stnle  for  the  sale  to  it  of  the  reservoir  lot,  so 
called,  and  for  grading  the  streets  in  that  vicin- 
ity, and  what  legislation  is  necessary  therefor. 
Under  that  order  we  cannot  see  our  way  clear  to 
coincide  with  the  report  of  the  majority  of  said 


committee,  as   action   in   any   other   direction 
would  be  contrary  to  its  purport. 

The  Committee  on  Sale  of  the  Reservoir  Lot 
have  had  many  meetings,  it  is  true,  and  have 
appeared  before  the  Committee  on  State  House 
several  times  with  plans  fully  explaining  what 
they  believed  to  be  for  the  interest  of  both  the 
State  and  the  city.  We  now  fully  believe  that 
the  State  cannot  afford  to  let  the  opportunity 
pass  to  secure  the  reservoir  lot.and  that  citizens 
generally  are  becoming  more  and  more  con- 
vinced that  it  should  be  so  utilized;  and  the 
fact  that  the  city  has  patiently  waited  for  two 
years  should  make  no  difference  at  this  time, 
when  it  appears  so  certain  that  the  State  House 
must  be  enlarged  very  soon.  The  minority  also, 
while  they  are  in  sympathy  with  the  majority 
regarding  certain  improvements  necessary  to  be 
made  on  streets  in  that  vicinity,  cannot  accept 
that  portion  of  their  report  requesting  His  Honor 
the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature  at  its  next 
session  for  an  act  to  lay  out,  construct,  and 
maintain  a  tunnel,  as  proposed  by  said  majority, 
believing  the  same  to  be  unnecessary  and  im- 
practicable. 

The  minority  of  your  committee,  therefore, 
are  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  for  the  in- 
terest of  the  city  to  pass  the  following  order, — 
a  draft  of  which  is  herewith  submitted,— and 
that  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject 
referred  to  in  the  order  under  which  this  com- 
mittee was  appointed  be  referred  to  the  next 
city  government.  Charles  W.  Smith, 

Jacob  Fottler. 

In  Common  Council. 
Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he 
hereby  is  requested  to  petition  the  Legislature 
at  its  next  session  for  the  passage  of  an  act  re- 
leasing to  the  city  of  Boston,  for  the  purpose  of 
widening  Mt.  Vernon  street  to  a  width  of  50  feet, 
on  the  portion  of  said  street  running  northerly 
from  Beacon  street,  so  much  of  the  land  appur- 
tenant to  the  State  House  as  may  be  needed; 
and  also  to  release  the  city  of  Boston  from  all 
grade  damages  which  might  be  due  to  the  Com- 
monwealth in  respect  to  any  of  its  lands  or 
buildings  on  Mt.  Vernon  street,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  fact  that  no  betterments  for  such 
street  widenine  or  grading  can  be  assessed  upon 
the  Commonwealth,  although  its  property  will 
be  benefited  thereby. 

REMOVAL  OF  POLICE  SIGNAL  STATIONS. 

Mr.  Frost  offered  an  order— That  the  Game- 
well  Fire  Alarm  Telegraph  Company  be  direc- 
ted to  remove  the  signal  station  at  the  corner  of 
Boylston  and  Berkeley  streets,  and  locate  the 
same  on  Berkeley  street,  near  the  Providence 
railroad  bridge. 

Mr.  Wilson — It  seems  to  me  that  an  order  of 
like  nature  was  introduced  into  the  Board,  to 
remove  certain  of  these  police  signal  boxes  from 
West  street  on  to  the  Common,  and  from  Arling- 
ton street  on  to  the  Common.  It  seems  to  me 
that  they  were  referred  to  some  committee,  and 
before  this  order  passes  I  should  like  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  looking  into  the  matter.  lam 
informed  that  they  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Electric  Wires,  and  I  shall  move  that 
I'clerenee  at  I  his  I  hue. 

Mr.  Frost— I  would  state  that  this  is  one  of 
the  boxes  placed  in  front  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  building. 

Mr.  Whall— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that  at 
this  stage  no  debate  is  in  order. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

Mr.  McNart— There  is  no  Committee  on  Elec- 
tric Wires  on  the  part  of  the  Council.  You  must 
refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  the  Underground 
Wires,  or  no  committee  at  all. 

Mr.  Wilson— There  is  so  much  doubt  about 
this  matter  that  I movo  that  it  be  assigned  to 
8  o'clock  this  evening. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  carried. 

PROPOSED  TRANSFER  FOR  SEWERS. 

Mr.  McNary  moved  to  suspend  the  rule,  to 
enable  him  to  oiler  an  order— Thatthe  city  audi- 
tor be  authorized  to  transfer  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  Sewer  I  >eparl  ment,  from  the  appro- 
priation   for   Cambridge-street,   bridge,  Allston, 

.$45,01)0;  from  that  for  Mt.  Washington- avenue 
fciidi';   $3680  from  that  for  Warrsn  bridge  $1?  • 

170;  from  that  for  Commonwealth  avenue,  $100,- 
000,  and  from  that  lor  Talbot  avenue,  $25,000; 
total,  $192,850. 
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Mr.  McNary  moved  to  assign  the  order  to 
half-past  S  this  evening-. 

Mr.  Whall— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order  that  im- 
mediately upon  the  presentation  of  such  ah 
order  it  goes  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  un- 
less the  rule  is  suspended. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

The  rule  was  declared  suspended,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  McNary.  Mr.  Whall  doubted  the  vote 
and  asked  for  a  verification  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Whall— Upon  that  I  believe  1  have  a  few 
minutes  for  debate.  My  reason  for  desiring  to 
have  this  sent  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  is 
that  in  passing  upon  a  transfer  of  nearly  $190,- 
000  I  think  that  the  members  of  the  Council  are 
not  in  a  condition  to  know  whether  the  trans- 
fer is  made  from  the  appropriations  which  will 
best  bear  a  transfer.  My  second  reason 
is  this,  that  this  whole  subject  is  before  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  and  1  submit  that  if  it 
has  taken  the  Committee  on  Finance  such  a 
long  time  to  consider  the  matter,  we  cannot,  at 
haphazard,  arrive  at  a  just  conclusion  in  a  few 
minutes.  I  don't  wish  to  antagonize  any  trans- 
fer to  the  Sewer  Department.  I  think  the  con- 
dition of  the  appropriation  for  the  Sewer  De- 
partment is  at  present  a  disgrace  to  the  city  of 
Boston,  and,  speaking  as  one  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  I  can  say  that,  in  so  far 
as  in  me  lies,  I  will  endeavor  to  get  §100,000  or 
more  for  the  appropriation  for  sewers.  But  I 
think  it  should  be  done  in  a  proper  way.  I  don't 
think  the  exigency  is  of  such  a  nature  that  we 
should  suspend  the  rules,  and  here,  on  the  spur 
of  the  moment,  transfer  such  an  enormous  sum 
as  $190,000.  This  whole  subject  is  before  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  and  they  are  giving  it, 
and  have  given  it  at  their  meetings  lately  a  great 
deal  of  consideration.  I  can  promise  for  tnat 
committee  that  in  the  very  near  future  we  shall 
attempt  to  give  to  the  City  Council  a  measure 
of  relief.  But  the  measure  of  relief  should  be 
well  considered.  There  may  be  certain  appro- 
priations from  which  we  can  take  the  money 
with  a  great  deal  more  ease  and  a  great  deal 
more  security  to  the  interests  of  the  city  of 
Boston  than  if  it  were  taken  from  the  items 
mentioned  in  the  gentleman's  order.  He  and  my- 
self, I  have  no  doubt,  are  one  in  the  purpose  of 
getting  money  into  the  Sewer  Department.  We 
need  money  there ;  we  have  barely  enough  mon  ey 
to  take  care  of  the  sewers  which  are  already 
built.  We  have  no  moneylto  build  new  sewers ; 
we  have  no  money  to  build  catch-basins ;  we  are 
in  the  most  deplorable  condition  imaginable. 
But  still  we  are  not  in  such  a  position  or  so  blind 
to  the  interests  of  the  city  of  Boston  as  to  do 
such  an  unusual  thing  as,  without  allowing  the 
matter  to  go  to  a  committee,  to  transfer  a  sum 
of  §190,000.  Last  week  we  saw  how  the  Council 
refused  to  transfer  even  the  sum  of  $25,000  from 
one  sub-head  in  a  department  to  another  sub- 
head hi  that  department  before  it  had  the 
amplest  explanation,  and  the  Council  was  right 
in  so  refusing. .  And  tonight  I  think  the  Coun- 
cil will  be  right  in  sending  this  order  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  by  whom  the 
subject  matter  of  the  order  is  being  already  con- 
sidered, and  where,  no  doubt,  we  will  find  the 
relief  we  need  so  much,  I  am  very  sorry  that 
the  debate  has  come  on  the  matter  at  this  early 
stage,  and  if  the  matter  had  been  assigned  over 
for  half  an  hour  I  think  I  could  furnish  sufficient 
facts  and  details  to  the  Council  to  convince 
them  that  they  should  not  suspend  the  rule,  but 
that  this  matter  should  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee. As  I  say  that  matter  has  been  presented 
before  that  committee,  and  the  deplorable  con- 
dition of  things  was  illustrated  by  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  Sewer  Department.  The  superin- 
tendent of  sewers  presented  his  case  to  the 
Committee  on  Sewers. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  at 
this  time  the  debate  is  entirely  out  of  order.  No 
debate  is  in  order  at  this  stage.  The  question  is 
on  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  McNary — I  would  call  the  attention  of 
the  Council  to  the  message,  which  is  document 
No.  142,  presented  on  Sept.  8.  It  is  the  mayor's 
message  with  regard  to  a  large  appropriation 
for  the  Sewer  Department.  Acting  on-  that 
message,  I  have  taken  the  whole  amount,  on 
the  supposition  that  it  could  be  transferred  for 
that  purpose.  I  hope  it  will  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance.  There  are  certain  other 
items  of  this  kind  on  which  I  hope  the  rules 
will  not  be  suspended,  but  that  they  will  be 


referred  to  that  committee  for  their  good  judg- 
ment. All  the  documents  are  here,  from  which 
the  members  of  the  Common  Council  can  form 
as  good  a  judgment  as  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. We  have  the  request  of  the  Sewer 
Department  (City  Doc.  No.  87)  asking  for 
$486,000,  and  that  was  referred  to  the  Fi- 
nance Committee  months  ago  and  no  action 
has  been  taken  in  regard  to  it.  I  would  call  the 
attention  of  the  government  to  this  fact  that  of 
that  amount  of  $480,000  which  was  asked  for  in 
document  No.  87.  the  greater  part  was  for 
streets  in  whicn  sewers  needed  repairs  or  re- 
building, or  for  which  there  were  petitions  for 
sewers  on  hand.  A  good  deal  of  this  amount 
was  for  layingsewers  in  the  old  districts,  and  in 
the  South  Cove  and  "Vancouver  street  districts. 
There  was  also  a  good  deal  required  in  districts 
where  houses  were  being  built,  and  nearly  two 
thirds  of  the  amount  asked  for  was  for  the  out- 
lying districts.  A  great  many  of  the  requests  to 
build  sewers  which  are  sent  in  to  this  depart- 
ment are  laid  on  the  table,  on  account 
of  lack  of  funds  to  build  sewers,  which 
if  built,  would  call  for  an  expenditure  of  over 
$400,000.  These  petitions  cover  every  district  of 
the  city,  being  largely,  of  course,  from  the  out- 
lying districts.  The  orders  to  build  which  have 
been  presented  and  acted  upon  since  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
amount  to  $60,000,  and  yet  not  a  bit  of  work  can 
be  started  on  any  of  these  orders,  because  there 
is  no  money  to  carry  it  out.  Then  again  take 
the  catch  .basins  which  the  Street  Department 
have  asked  for  the  money  to  build,  which  would 
amount  to  $20,000.  There  is  not  a  single  cent  for 
that  purpose.  Take  the  example  of  the  little 
city  of  Annapolis,  a  little  city  of  one-quarter  of 
our  size,  and  yet  their  appropriation  for  sewers 
is  $350,000  a  year.  We  appropriated  this  year  for 
the  use  of  our  Sewer  Department  $150,000.  Then 
take  it  again  in  another  form.  If  this  transfer 
is  not  made  in  two  weeks  the  work  of  the  Sewer 
Department  in  building  sewers  will  have  to  be 
stopped,  and  not  another  sewer  can  be  built  this 
year.  Before  I  get  through.  I  will  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  members  who  think  that  the  large 
number  of  loans  in  the  Sewer  Department  can 
be  relied  on,  to  the  auditor's  last  monthly  re- 
port, page  9,  in  which  the  amount  of  money  in 
the  Sewer  Department  is  set  forth. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order ;  the  five 
minutes  allowed  for  debate  has  expired. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  rule  the 
point  of  order  well  taken. 

The  question  was  "n  suspending  Joint  Rule 
15,  and  Mr.  Whall  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered. 

The  Council  refused  to  suspend  the  rule,  yeas 
28,  nays  22  (two  thirds  being  necessary) : 

Yeas — Atwood,  Carroll,  Cochran,  Connolly, 
Coyle,  Davern,  Desmond,  Dolan,  J.  Gallagher, 
Harrington,  Hayes,  Keliher,  Kelley,  Leary,  Ma- 
honey,  McEnaney,  McNary,  F.  R.  Morrison, 
O'Mealey,  Perry.  Reilly,  Short,  Snow,  J.  H.  Sulli- 
van. R.  Sullivan.  Teevens.  Tracy,  Tuttle— 28. 

Nays— Barry,  Blume,  Bowman,  Burr,  Cham- 
berlain, Fisher,  Fottler.  Fowler,  Frost.  Ladd, 
Lattimore,  Lauten,  Light.  Norton,  Nunan,  Per- 
kins, Sanger,  Shaw,  Thayer,  Whall,  Whitmore, 
Wilson— 22. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Carstensen,  Clark,  Cole- 
man, Dewey,  Duggan,  Dunn,  Foss.  P.  J.  Gal- 
lagher, Gomez,  Haggerty,  Kennedy,  McKenna, 
F.  Morison.  J.  Murphy,  J.  J.  Murphv,  W.  H. 
Murphy,  C.  C.  Powers,  E.  J.  Powers,  Richards, 
E.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Webster— 22. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  decide  that 
the  order  will  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

STONY  BROOK. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  Mr.  Connolly 
submitted  a  report  from  the  Special  Committee 
on  Stony  Brook,  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  order— That  the  Special  Committee  on  Stony 
Brook  be  authorized  to  report  on  all  petitions 
for  damages  for  land  taken  on  account  of  the 
Stony-brook  improvement,  and  that  so  much  of 
the  order  approved  by  the  mayor  July  13,  1887,  as 
relates  to  the  settlement  of  said  damages,  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  rescinded. 

Report  accepted ;  order  passed.  Mr.  Connolly 
moved  to  reconsider;  lost.    Sent  up. 

NIGHT     WATCHMEN. 

Mr.  Gomez  offered  an  order — That  the  various 
superintendents  of  street,  health  and  other  de- 
partments of  the  city  of  Boston,  where  night- 
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watchmen  are  employed,  be  instructed  and  re- 
quested to  provide  that  the  night  watchmen,  in 
the  several  departments,  in  charge  of  stables 
and  yards,  where  horses  and  other  valuable 
property  and  stock  are  under  their  care,  be  paid 
§3  per  day. 

Specially  assigned  to  8.30  P.M.  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wilson. 

SANITARY     CONDITION     OF    HOUSES    OF    DETEN- 
TION. 

Mr.  Gomez  ottered  an  order— That  the  Board 
of  Health  take  such  steps  as  are  necessary,  and 
as  early  as  possible,  to  place  the  cells  in  the  va- 
rious prisons  or  cell  rooms  of  the  police  stations 
of  Boston  and  in  other  places  where  prisoners 
are  detained,  tried  for  complaints  against  them, 
in  proper  sanitary  condition;  and 

Ordered,  That  said  board  make  some  effort  to 
keep  such  places  dear  of  vermin,  and  keep  them 
properly  ventilated  and  properly  drained. 

Read  twice  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  dare  say  the  gentleman  intro- 
duces this  order  in  entire  good  faith,  and,  if  the 
inference  which  I  draw  irom  bis  offering  the 
order  is  correct,  he  wishes  us  to  understand 
that  he  has  examined  these  cells  and  found 
them  filled  with  vermin  and  all  that.  I  don't 
know  anything  about  it.  I  don't  think  it  is 
right  for  a  gentleman  to  come  in  here  and  ask 
us  to  take  it  for  granted  that  he  has  taken  upon 
himself  the  duties  of  a  committee,  and  there- 
fore 1  move  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Police. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Police. 

FENCE  AROUND  JAMAICA  POND  GROUNDS. 

Mr.  Atwood  offered  an  order— That  the  su- 
perintendent of  Common  and  public  grounds 
be  requested  to  paint  the  iron  fence  on  Pond 
street,  Ward  23,  adjoining  Jamaica  Pond,  and 
charge  the  expense  of  the  same  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Common  and  public  grounds. 

Read  twice  and  referred  to  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Common. 

NEXT    MEETING. 

Mr.  Fowler  offered  an  order— That  when  this 
Council  adjourns  it  be  to  meet  on  Thursday.Oct. 
13,  1887.  at  7.30  P.M. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  to  lav  on  the  table. 
It  will  be  time  enough  to  take  it  up  later,  after 
we  see  how  we  have  got  along. 

The  order  was  laid  on  the  table. 

POWERS  OF  CITY  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  McNary  offered  an  order— That  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee  obtain  the  opinion  of  the 
corporation  counsel  as  to  the  powers  of  the  City 
Council  to  direct  the  heads  of    departments  to 

Eerform  certain  work  for  which  appropriations 
ave  been  duly   provided   and   remain  unex- 
pended. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Judiciary,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  McNary. 

REMOVAL  OF  POLICE    SIGNAL  BOXES. 

Mr.  Frost  called  up  the  special  assignment 
for  8  P  M.,  viz. : 

Order  offered  by  him  early  in  the  evening  to 
remove  police  signal  box  at  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
building,  on  Boylston  street. 

Mr.  Frost  moved  that  the  order  be  sent  up. 

Mr.  Gomez— I  would  like  to  move  an  amend- 
ment to  that  order.  There  have  been  so  many 
complaints  concerning  these  little  things  that 
look  more  like  urinals  than  anything  else,  I 
think  the  Gamewell  Company  should  be  re- 
quested to  remove  all  of  theni  upon  Division  4. 
The  public  at  large  would  be  very  much  pleased 
if  all  the  stations  were  moved,  and  I  make  that 
amendment  to  the  order. 

Mr.  Ladd— That  makes  it  perfectly  apparent 
that  we  ought  to  have  an  order  of  this  kind 
considered  by  some  committee  before  action 
is  taken.  I  trust  that  at  least  the  amendment 
will  be  voted  down.  Perhaps  it  might  be  well 
to  pass  this  order  for  the  removal  of  this  one 
particular  box  which  it  is  desired  to  remove; 
but  it  seems  to  me  that  whoever  is  to  be  affect- 
ed by  moving  it,  it  would  be  more  satisfactory 
to  all  parties  to  have  the  matter  examined  into 
by  a  committee.  II  this  amendment  prevails,  I 
shall  move  to  refer  the  order  to  the  Committee 
on  Police,  as  I  believe  that  department  has 
charge  of  these  signal  boxes. 

Mr.  Gomez--Iii  reading  the  papers  lately,  I 
have   found   a   number  of  people  objecting  to 


these  boxes.  A  number  of  people  have  peti- 
tioned to  have  these  boxes  removed,  and  one  of 
the  petitioners  was  the  governor  of  the  Com- 
monwealth himself,  who  did  not  see  fit  to  peti- 
tion the  city  government,  but  went  to  the  Police 
Commissioners  himself  and  asked  that  it  be 
removed  from  bis  comer,  and  it  was  removed. 
He  said  he  would  be  perfectly  satisfied  if  the 
parties  in  charge  would  leave  the  door  standing 
open.  I  believe  the  objection  to  the  boxes  is 
general.  One  of  our  principal  firms  on  Wash- 
ington street — Messrs.  Shreve,  Crump  &  Low- 
have  a  petition  before  the  city  government  to 
have  removed  the  box  in  front  of  their  place. 
I  offer  the  amendment  simply  because  I  think 
that  such  action  would  be  generally  acceptable 
to  the  citizens  at  large. 

Mr.  Wilson — It  seems  to  me  from  the  discus- 
sion that  the  members  present  can  hardly  un- 
derstand why  the  motion  is  that  this  paper  be 
sent  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  But  the  reason, 
as  I  understand,  is  that  certain  petitions  for  the 
removal  of  these  boxes  have  been  referred  to  a 
committee  consisting  entirely  of  members  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  we  have  no  com- 
mittee that  can  take  charge  of  the  matter  so 
well  as  the  committee  of  the  other  branch 
already  empowered  to  act.  This  order  could 
just  as  well  have  been  introduced  into  the  other 
body  and  been  acted  upon  by  their  committee, 
but  the  gentleman  who  offered  the  order  here 
has  moved  that  it  be  sent  up,  so  that  it  can  be 
acted  en  by  the  committee  of  the  other  branch 
which  has  the  matter  in  charge.  I  trust  that 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  13 
will  not  be  pressed,  because  it  is  understood  that 
the  entire  question  will  be  considered  by  the 
committee  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  such 
action  as  may  be  required  will  be  taken. 

Mr.  Leary— I  would  like  to  move  to  amend 
so  that  they  would  not  only  remove  all  the  sig- 
nal boxes  on  Division  4,  but  also  all  those  on 
Division  6,  wherever  they  are  located. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall  the  whole  subject 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Police.  Mr. 
Frost  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fowler  it  was  voted  that 
Nos.  1  and  2  be  considered  together,  viz. : 

1.  Report  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Contin- 
gent Expenses.    (City  Doc.  143.) 

2.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  leave  to 
withdraw  on  petition  of  John  Williams  for  com- 
pensation for  personal  injuries  received  on  Char- 
ter street. 

Severally  accepted  in  concurrence. 

3.  Report  of  Committee  on  Schools  and  School- 
houses^recommending  reference  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Buildings,  of  the  request  of  the 
School  Committee  for  certain  repairs  in  the 
O'Brien  School. 

Accepted  and  said  reference  ordered  in  con- 
currence. 

4.  Report  of  Committee  onWater,  recommend- 
ing reference  to  the  Water  Board  of  the  petition 
of  E.  M.  McPherson  and  others  that  the  city  pur- 
chase land  west  of  Putnam  street  and  south  of 
Falcon  street,  adjoining  the  reservoir. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  some  information 
from  some  member  of  the  Committee  on  Water 
as  to  this  order,  and  why  it  is  necessary  to  make 
this  purchase  of  land? 

The  President— The  question  is  noon  the  ac- 
ceptance and  reference. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  move  to  assign  to  the  next  meet- 
ing at  8  o'clock. 

Mr.  Whall— I  move  the  previous  question. 
My  reason  for  so  moving  is  this:  As  I  under- 
stand, the  Committee  on  Water  dc  not  move 
that  we  buy  that  land  at  all;  they  refer  the 
whole  subject  to  the  Water  Board  for  them  to 
report  upon.  They  refer  it  to  the  Water  Board 
as  being  experts,  and  they  will  tell  us  whether 
it  is  advisable  to  purchase  this  land  or  not.  We 
do  not  make  ourselves  responsible  for  buying 
the  land ;  wo  simply  refer  the  subject  to  the- 
Water  Board  for  information.  They  are  the 
fountain  head  for  information  in  regard  to  the 
needs  of  the  Water  Department,  and  I  think 
that  if  the  gentleman  had  read  the  order  care- 
fully, he  would  not  have  made  the  motion. 

Mr.  Ladd— -I  trust  the  main  question  will  not 
be  ordered,  because  1  did  not  make  this  motion 
without  an  object.  I  merely  wanted  to  get  in- 
formation in  regard  to  this  purchase  of  hind.  I 
always  want  to  get  information  of  tho  proposed 
purchase  of  land  by  the  city,  as  soon  as  1  can 
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after  the  proposition  is  started,  so  that  we  will 
not  be  confronted  with  a  proposition,  at  the  last 
moment,  to  ratify  what  is  a  job  in  the  purchase 
of  laud.  Whenever  land  is  to  be  purchased  I 
think  the  quicker  we  know  it  the  better.  The 
more  publicity  we  can  give  to  the  subject  in  the 
beginning-  the  better  it  will  be  for  the  interest 
of  the  city  of  Boston.  That  is  why  I  asked  from 
some  member  of  the  Committee  on  Water  some 
information  as  to  why  this  purchase  of  land  is 
necessary.  I  wanted  information  so  that  I 
might  inform  myself  individually  and  prepare 
myself  to  act  upon  the  matter  at  some  future 
time.  I  would  like  to  know  whether  it  is  a 
wise  measure,  and  for  that  purpose  I  desired  the 
information.  I  do  not  like  to  depend  upon  the 
judgment  of  others,  especially  since  the  city  of 
Boston  has  been  cheated  so  badly  in  times  past. 
I  want  to  know  the  necessity  for  buying  this 
land,  and  for  that  reason  I  asked  for  some  infor- 
mation. I  hope  the  gentleman  will  allow  me  to 
get  the  information. 

Mr.  Whall— The  gentleman  seems  to  think 
the  question  is,  shall  we  buy  this  land? 

Mr.  Ladd— I  understand  the  question. 

Mr.  Whall — The  question  is,  shall  we  request 
the  Water  Board  to  tell  us  something  about  it? 
We  want  information,  and  it  is  to  get  informa- 
tion that  we  propose  to  refer  the  matter  to  the 
Water  Board.  The  purpose  and  scope  of  this 
reference  are  to  get  information.  That  is  what 
the  gentleman  wants,  and  that  is  what  we  want 
— not  the  hap-hazard  information  which  the 
gentleman  might  get  from  a  stray  conversation 
in  a  committee  room.  The  parties  to  get  this 
information  from  are  the  Water  Board,  the 
members  of  which  are  the  paid  experts  of  the 
city  in  that  department.  They  are  asked  to 
give  us  the  facts,  and  they  are  the  only  persons 
who  can  give  us  facts  upon  which  any  future 
action  should  be  based. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  perfectly  understand  the  ques- 
tion before  the  house,  and  I  understand  perfect- 
ly well  that  we  are  not  now  called  upon  to  pur- 
chase this  land.  That  I  suppose  we  will  be  told 
at  some  future  time.  But  the  Water  Commit- 
tee certainly  have  some  information  as  to  why 
it  is  proposed  to  purchase  this  land,  and  that  is 
what  I  desired  to  get  from  them ;  and  I  hope  we 
will  get  it  before  the  subject  is  referred  to  the 
Water  Board.  I  wanted  the  information  from 
some  member  of  the  committee,  but  as  no  in- 
formation is  forthcoming  I  am  led  to  suppose 
that  no  member  of  the  Committee  on  Water 
has  any  information  in  regard  to  it. 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  said  reference 
ordered  in  concurrence. 

5.  Report  of  Committee  on  Fire  Department, 
recommending  reference  to  the  Board  of  Fire 
Commissioners  of  the  petition  of  C.  A.  Richards, 
that  the  large  clock  at  the  corner  of  Washing- 
ton and  Northampton  streets  be  lighted  and 
cared  for  by  the  city. 

Report  accepted  and  said  reference  ordered  in 
concurrence. 

6.  Order  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  special 
committee  to  investigate  and  report  on  the 
charges  set  forth  in  the  petition  of  Hon.  Patrick 
Maguire,  one  of  the  Park  Commissioners,  dated 
Sept.  26, 1887,  and  authorizing  the  committee  to 
employ  a  stenographer,  send  for  persons  and 
papers,  and  give  a  public  hearing. 

Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 
moved  by  Mr.  Whall,  and  passed  m  concurrence. 
Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

The  President  appointed  Messrs.  R.  Sullivan, 
Shaw,  Hayes,  Chamberlain  and  Leary  on  said 
committee. 

7.  Order  authorizing  the  superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings  to  partition  the  hall  of  the 
Roxbury  high  schoolhouse,  so  as  to  increase 
the  accommodations  for  pupils  of  said  school, 

Mr.  Wilson— I  would  ask  the  clerk  for  infor- 
mation as  to  whether  this  order  comes  from  any 
committee? 

The  Clerk— There  is  nothing  in  the  order  to 
show  that  it  has  been  before  a  committee. 

Mr:  Wilson  moved  reference  of  the  order  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  hope  the  assignment  will 
not  prevail.  I  trust  it  will  not  prevail  for  a  good 
many  reasons  which  I  do  not  think  it  is  neces- 
sary for  me  to  go  into  night,  because  for  the  last 
three  months  references  to  the  accommodations 
of  the  Roxbury  High  School  have  been  gone  into 
so  minutely  that  I  hardly  think  it  is  necessary 
for  me  to  present  the  case  for  the  third,  fourth 


or  fifth  time  to  the  members  of  the  Council. 
However,  some  of  the  facts  and  figures  which  I 
referred  to  at  our  last  meeting,  and  some  addi- 
tional facts  which  I  will  now  refer  to,  may  give 
the  Council  some  idea  of  the  reasons  why  this 
should  not  be  referred  to  a  committee,  and  will 
show  reasons  why  the  superintendent  of  pub- 
lic buildings  should  immediately  set  to  work 
to  furnish  accommodations  for  the  girls  and  boys 
attending  the  Roxbury  High  School.  In  the  year 
1883,  52  entered  the  junior  class ;  in  1884,  75  en- 
tered the  junior  class ;  in  1885,  100  entered  the 
junior  class ;  in  1886, 114  entered  the  junior  class ; 
this  year  150  have  entered  the  junior  class.  I 
stated  at  the  last  meeting  that  there  were  311 
pupils  attending  that  school,  and  that  there 
were  only  264  seats  to  accommodate  the  311  pu- 
pils. I  think  that  at  that  time  I  furnished  suffi- 
cient information  as  to  why  some  preparation 
should  be  made  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
boys  and  girls  of  Roxbury,  and  I  think  if  the 
members  of  the  Council  have  considered  the 
information  given  at  that  meeting,  and  have 
also  examined  into  the  references  made  in  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  they  will  know  that  this 
order  should  be  passed  tonight  and  will  not  vote 
to  refer  it  to  any  committee.  One  hundred  and 
fifty  pupils  have  this  year  entered  the  junior 
class  of  the  Roxbury  High  School,  and  forty  or 
fifty  pupils  are  scattered  around,  having  accom- 
modations of  no  kind,  no  desks  to  keep  their 
books  in,  no  place  to  rest  objects  on  to  draw 
from,  and  in  fact  nothing  that  should  be  in  these 
.  wonderful  schools  of  the  city  of  Boston,  which 
the  people  of  the  city  take  so  much  pride  in. 
Now  I  think  even  my  friend  from  Ward  9  will 
agree  that  if  there  are  forty  or  fifty  pupils  now 
attending  the  Roxbury  High  School,  without 
any  accommodations  at  all,  with  no  seats  to  sit 
on,  no  desks  to  Dut  their  books  in,  and  no  ar- 
rangements whatever  for  their  convenience,  he 
will  withdraw  his  motion  to  assign  and  allow 
this  order  to  pass  through  tonigbt.  It  is  true 
this  has  not  gone  to  any  committee,  because  the 
matter  has  been  so  gone  into  that  there  has 
been  no  need  of  reference  to  a  committee,  and 
no  need  of  examination  by  a  committee  because 
a  committee,  if  it  was  referred  to  thern,  could 
not  find  out  any  more  information  with  regard 
to  the  accommodations  of  the  Roxbury  High 
School  than  has  been  furnished  by  the  members 
from  that  district,  I  myself,  and  I  do  not  say  it 
in  the  line  of  personal  flattery,  have  furnished 
figures  and  facts  which  must  make  every  gen- 
tleman here  believe  that  the  pupils  are  not 
accommodated,  and  if  they  are  not  accommo- 
dated you  should  surely  allow  this  order  to  pass, 
so  that  they  can  receive  accommodation  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment.  It  can  only  be  accom- 
plished by  passing  the  order  tonight,  and  by  my 
friend  withdrawing  his  motion  to  assign  to  a 
committee. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman 
a  question  before  he  sits  down — whether  the 
School  Committee  have  taken  any  action  with 
regard  to  this  matter,  and  whether  they  want 
any  taken? 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  would  state  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  that  the 
School  Committee  have  considered  the  matter, 
and  have  considered  it  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  pupils  out  there  that 
the  building  be  so  arranged  tnat  they  may  have 
accommodations.  I  would  state  that  this  divis- 
ion that  is  proposed  to  be  made  is  that  the  hall 
be  divided.  The  hall  that  has  been  used  there 
for  the  study  of  physics  and  chemistry — a  hall 
in  which  there  are  only  benches— is  to  be  di- 
vided, as  I  understand,  and  desks  and  seats  are 
to  be  placed  in,  making  two  rooms,  so  that  these 
children  not  now  accommodated  in  those  two 
rooms  can  be.  The  School  Cominiltee  have  gone 
into  the  matter  and  have  considered  that  it  was 
necessary.  Therefore  I  think  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  10  will  allow  the  order  to  go  through, 
if  that  is  the  only  objection  he  has  against  it. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  to  ask  one  more  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Whall— In  this  whole  matter  of  dealing 
with  buildings, over  which  the  School  Commit- 
tee has  control,  I  am  afraid  that  the  city  gov- 
ernment has  got  into  a  practice  that  is  entirely 
opposed  to  what  should  be  the  practice,  if  the 
law  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  be 
observed.  The  statute  of  1875,  which,  you  will 
remember,  is  the  statute  organizing  the  School 
Committee  of  the  city  of  Boston,  says  in  Section 
6:  "Whenever,  in  the  judgment  of  the  School 
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Committee,  a  new  building,  or  any  addition  to, 
or  alteration  of,  a  building  is  needed  for  school 
purposes,  of  an  estimated  cost  of  over  .$1000,  they 
shall  make  a  statement  in  writing  to  the  Citv 
Council  of  the  necessity  of  the  proposed  build- 
ing, addition,  or  alteration;  and  no  contract," 
etc.  Now,  if  this  alteration  is  to  cost  less  than 
$1000,  we  are  starting  correctly.  If  it  is  to  cost 
more  than  $1000,  the  proper  and  legal  way  would 
be  for  the  School  Committee  to  request  in  writ- 
ing the  City  Council  to  appropriate  money  for 
that  purpose.  If  this  improvement  that  the 
gentleman  lays  so  much  stress  upon,  and  which  I 
have  no  doubt  is  absolutely  necessary,  will  not 
cost  the  city  of  Boston  $1000,  then  I  have  no 
doubt  that  we  are  starting  correctly.  But  in  all 
these  orders  which  pass  the  city  government 
before  the  School  Committee  have  formulated 
them  themselves,  the  city  government  is  under- 
going the  risk  of  a  double  veto.  It  is  under- 
going the  risk  of  a  veto  by  the  mayor 
and  it  is  undergoing  the  risk  of  having  its  action 
nullified  by  the  School  Committee.  Now,  I  do 
not  think  that  that  is  putting  the  city  govern- 
ment in  a  dig-nified  position.  I  think  the  proper 
course  should  be  for  the  School  Committee  to 
first  show  by  formal  vote  their  position  on  the 
matter.  If  the  expense  to  be  incurred  is  over 
$1000  the  law  says  they  =hall  apply  to  us  in 
writing;  if  it  is  not  over  $1000  let  them  pass  a 
vote.  We  will  then  have  some  substantial  basis 
on  which  to  found  our  action,  and  we  will  then 
know  that  they  having  passed  a  vote  previously 
we  do  not  risk  an  unnecessary  veto.  We  should, 
in  dealing  with  the  School  Committee,  pursue 
exactly  the  same  course  which  we  do  in  rela- 
tion to  police  salaries.  We  don't  want  half-a- 
dozen  two-for-a-cent  mayors  around  the  city 
nullifying  our  action.  We  want  to  know  when 
the  City  Council  passes  an  order  that  there  is 
only  one  hand  that  can  veto  it,  and  I  think  the 
dignity  of  the  City  Council  demands  that_  we 
should  in  all  our  action  hear  that  fact  in  mind. 
If  the  gentleman  can  assure  us  that  the  expense 
to  be  incurred  here  is  less  than  $1000,  I  see  no 
great  harm  in  allowingthis  particular  order  to  go 
through.  I  think,  however,  that  doing  business 
in  a  loose  manner  should  be  stopped,  and  that 
we  should,  in  all  we  undertake,  start  cor- 
rectly. 

Mr.  Wilson— The  gentleman  from  Ward  7 
has  expressed  my  ideas  exactly  and  much  more 
clearlv  than  I  could  have  expressed  them  my- 
self. I  have  no  hostility  to  the  Koxbury  High 
School,  and  do  not  wish  to  hinder  the  pupils 
from  having  ample  room  and  ample'  accommo- 
dation. It  does  seem  to  ine  unwise,  however, 
that  an  individual  should  start  an  order  of  that 
kind  and  let  it  roll  until  it  rolls  against  a  snag 
and  then  have  it  roll  back  upon  us.  It  seems  to 
me  an  order  of  this  kind  should  come  from  some 
one  having  authority, — I  don't  care  whether  it 
is  an  order  contemplating  an  expenditure  of 
$1000  or  $150,000.  It  seems  to  me  we  are  unwise 
to  act  on  these  matters  unless  they  come  from  a 
proper  source.  I  don't  know  anything  about 
this  order.  It  may  be  after  this  particular  altera- 
tion is  made  and  $300  is  spent,  they  may  find 
that  the  sum  is  inadequate  for  what  they  want, 
and  what  they  now  propose  may  not  be  what 
they  want.  They  may  want  something  else,  and 
all  the  money  put  in  there  will  be  thrown  away. 
It  is  for  that  reason  and  that  only  that  I  ask  to 
have  the  matter  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— When  I  spoke  in  favor  of 
the  order,  I  knew  that  the  gentleman  who  pre- 
sented the  order  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  was 
able  to  uphold  the  dignity  of  himself  and  also 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  and  I  assume  that  I  also  if 
I  thought  that  in  passing  the  order  we  were 
acting  outside  of  legal  bounds,  should  not  have 
made  any  statement  in  its  favor.  The  Roxbury 
High  School  as  I  have  said  before,  has  been 
something  of  a  rock,  and  while  I  was  not  per- 
sonally in  the  Council  last  year,  when  the 
original  order  came  in  regard  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  building  the  building:.  I  found,  after 
coming  here,  that  in  order  to  understand 
the  matter  thoroughly  I  must  examine 
into  it.  Therefore,  before  speaking  on  the  mat- 
ter, I  have  looked  at  the  statute  of  1875,  and  have 
carefully  examined  the  section  which  refers 
to  the  rights  and  duties  of  the  School  Commit- 
tee. The  gentleman  from  Ward  7  struck  it  ex- 
actly on  the  head  when  he  said  that  if  the 
amount  to  be  appropriated  exceeded  $1000,  the 
School  Committee  should    send   a   request  in 


writing  to  the  City  Council,  and  the  Council 
could  then  pass  an  order  covering  it.  In  this 
case  the  expense  contemplated  is  about  $300. 
Therefore  the  objections  raised  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  7  will  fall,  and  he  himself  will 
vote  for  the  passage  of  the  order,  because  the 
only  ground  he  had  for  voting  against  it  and 
favoring  the  assignment  was  that  we  were  pro- 
ceeding illegally.  Now  the  ground  taken  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  while  he  is  in  favor 
of  the  additional  accommodation  of  the  pupils, 
is  that  no  matter  whether  the  expenditure 
amounts  to  $50  or  $1000,  it  should  be  referred  to 
the  committee.  Now,  I  am  sorry  to  see  that  he 
disagrees  with  the  statute  laid  down  with  regard 
to  the  power  of  the  School  Committee,  which  is 
to  the  effect  that  when  in  any  case  an  appropri- 
ation desired  is  greater  than  $1000,  the  commit- 
tee shall  make  a  statement  in  writing  to  the 
City  Council.  From  the  statute  we  understand 
that  whrn  the  amount  is  lower  than  $1000  the 
City  Council  have  the  right  to  pass  an  order 
covering  it.  and  this,  gentlemen,  is  what  you 
will  be  doing  tonight  if  you  pass  this  order.  I 
believe  even  now,  that  my  friend,  Mr.  Wilson, 
from  Ward  9,  knowing  that  the  amount  required 
is  less  than  one-half  of  $1000,  will,  for  ihe  chil- 
dren's sake— knowing  that  the  accommodations 
are  very  poor,  that  ihe  number  of  pupils  exceeds 
the  number  of  seats;  that,  in  fact,  there  are  no 
accommodations,  and  that  the  children  had 
better  be  at  home  than  sitting  on  the  benches 
and  the  floor  about  the  hall  of  the  Roxbury 
High  School— vote  for  the  passage  of  the  order 
tonight.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  that 
hall  shall  be  divided  and  that  desks  shall  be 
placed- in  there,  so  that  the  pupils  who  are  not 
now  accommodated  may  have  weeommodation. 
They  are  sent  there  to  study  and  not  to  sit  on 
the  floor,  as  you  all  understand,  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  9  understands  it.  I  think  he 
will  not  now  offer  any  further  opposition  to  the 
order. 

Mr.  Short— I  think  it  must  be  evident  that 
we  would  be  acting  in  a  perfectly  legal  manner 
in  passing  this  order,  and,  as  there  is  sufficient, 
cause  for  immediate  action,  I  move  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Whall  and  Mr.  Ladd  addressed  the  chair 
simultaneouslv. 

The  President— Mr.  Whall  of  Ward  7. 

Mr.  Ladd— Mr.  President,  I  have  not  spoken 
on  this  question  and  I  ciaim  the  right  to  the 
floor. 

Mr.  Whall— I  submit,  Mr.  President,  that  I 
spoke  before  on  the  original  motion,  and  the 
motion  I  am  now  speaking  on  is  the  motion  for 
the  previous  question. 

The  President— Mr.  Whall  of  Ward  7. 

Mr.  Whall— I  believe  the  main  question 
should  not  ho  ordered,  because  if  it  should  be 
ordered  1  might  not  have  the  opportunity  of 
calling  the  gentleman's  attention  to  a  further 
paragraph  in  Section  6,  which  says  distinctly, 
and  this  is  mandatory  upon  the  City  Council  of 
Boston : 

"And  no  contract  for  the  purchase  or  lease  of 
land,  or  for  the  erection,  purchase,  or  lease,  of 
any  building,  or  for  any  addition  to,  or  altera- 
tion of,  any  building  for  school  purposes,  shall 
be  authorized  by  the  City  Council  until  such 
statement  has  been  made,  nor  until  the  locality 
and  plans  for  the  same  have  been  approved  by 
the  School  Committee,  or  by  a  sub-committee 
thereof,  duly  authorized  to  approve  the  same." 

Now  I  will  make  the  point  of  order  that  this 
order  is  not  properly  before  the  Council. 

Mr.  Ladd— Having  been  a  teacher  myself,  I 
know  the  importance  of  proper  accommodations 
for  pupils,  and  I  can  see  that  in  view  of  the 
changes  that  are  taking  place  in  the  Roxbury 
High  School,  it  may  be  quite  important  that 
there  should  be  some  temporary  arrangement 
made,  whereby  the  increased  number  of  pupils 
may  be  accommodated  at  once.  That  arrange- 
ment, I  am  informed,  can  be  made  at  a  very 
small  outlay,  and,  if  in  order  at  the  present 
time,  I  would  move  to  amend  this  order  by  in- 
serting the  clause,  "at  an  expense  not  exceed- 
ing $300,"  that  being  the  estimated  expense. 
Probably  the  only  thing  necessary  to  be  done  is 
simply  to  put  in  a  temporary  partition,  which 
will  bo  used  only  for  a  short  time,  until  the 
building  we  are  contemplating  having;  out  in 
the  Roxbury  District  is  completed.  This  is  only 
a  temporary  expedient,  and  therefore  it  seems 
to  me  we  should  not  hesitate  in  appropriating 
this  money,  as  it  should  be  spent  before  the 
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school  year  actually  commences,  if  it  is  spent  at 
all,  because  after  the  school  year  commences  it 
will  hinder  the  work  of  the  school.  Section  G 
of  the  statute,  which  the  gentleman  refers  to, 
reads  as  follows: 

"Whenever,  in  the  judgment  of  the  School 
Committee,  a  new  building,  or  any  addition 
thereto,  or  alteration  of,  a  building,  is  needed 
for  school  purposes,  of  an  estimated  cost  of  over 
$1000,  they  "shall  make  a  statement  in  writing  to 
the  City  Council,  of  the  necessity  of  the  pro- 
posed building,  addition,  or  alteration;  and  no 
contract  for  the  purchase  or  lease  of  land  or  for 
the  erection,  purcnase,  or  lease,  of  any  build- 
ing, or  for  any  addition  to,  or  alteration  of,  any 
building  for  school  purposes,  shall  be  authorized 
by  the  City  Council  until  such  statement  has 
been  made,  nor  until  the  locality  and  plans  for 
the  same  have  been  approved  by  the  School 
Committee,  or  by  a  sub-committee  thereof,  duly 
authorized  to  approve  the  same." 

Now  that  simply  refers  to  some  expensive 
structure,  something  more  than  a  partition  put 
into  a  schoolroom  to  effect  a  temporary  purpose, 
and  as  this  calls  for  an  expenditure  of  not  over 
§300,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  order  should  be 
passed  at  once. 

The  President— The  question  is,  shall  the 
main  question  be  ordered?  The  Chair  will  state 
that  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Ladd  is  not 
in  order  pending  the  main  question. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  am  glad  that  this  debate  has 
arisen,  for  one  reason,  that  it.  has  shown  that 
one  member  of  the  Council  has  examined  into 
this  matter  himself  and  assures  us,  upon  his 
responsibility  and  respectability  as  a  member  of 
the  Common  Council,  that  these  alterations  are 
necessary,  that  they  meet  with  the  approval  of 
the  School  Board,  and  that  they  will  be  of  such 
a  nature  as  are  desired ;  in  fact,  that  he  assumes 
to  make  a  report  here  such  as  a  committe  would 
make.  I  have,  however,  so  high  an  opinion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  22  on  that  point,  and 
although  I  think  the  course  to  be  pursued  high- 
ly improper  and  prejudicial  to  our  interests  as 
guardians  of  the  city,  I  will  withdraw  my  mo- 
tion to  assign  and  allow  the  matter  to  pro- 
Mr.  Whitmore— I  may  have  to  apologize  to 
the  Council  for  speaking  on  the  question,  know- 
ing so  little  about  it,  because,  unfortunately,  I 
have  so  bad  a  cold  that  I  am  unable  to  hear 
across  the  hall.  All  the  information  in  regard 
to  the  matter  has  escaped  me  except  one  point, 
and  that  is  in  regard  to  the  legal  question 
brought  in  as  to  the  meaning  of  Section  G  of 
the  act  in  relation  to  the  School  Committee 
and  its  powers.  I  have  looked  at  that  section 
as  carefully  as  possible  for  the  last  two  minutes, 
and  it  seems  to  me  to  be  exactly  one  of  those 
cases  where  an'  admirable  argument  can  be 
made  on  either  side.  As  a  question  has  been 
raised  in  regard  to  it  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  7,  I  would  make  the  motion  to  send  the 
question  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  in  order 
that  they  may  get  the  opinion  of  the  corpora- 
tion counsel  in  regard  to  the  proper  construc- 
tion to  be  placed  on  the  act  of  1875.  I  think  it  is 
impossible  for  the  members  of  the  Council  to 
agree.  It  has  been  suggested  to  me  that  the 
motion  now  is  for  the  previous  question,  and  if 
the  gentleman  who  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion will  withdraw  it  for  the  purpose  of  putting 
an  order  in  to  get  the  opinion  of  the  corpora- 
tion counsel,  it  seems  to  me  the  Council  will  be 
acting  in  the  most  prudent  and  wise  manner. 
As  I  have  said,  the  gentlemen  from  Wards  7  and 
22  can  each  of  them  make  an  admirable  argu- 
ment in  rega  d  to  his  view  of  that  section,  but 
after  all  we  have  to  be  governed  by  the  opinion 
(  of  the  corporation  counsel  on  matters  of  law, 
and  I  make  the  suggestion,  sir,  that  the  gentle- 
man withdraw  the  call  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion, or  that  it  be  rejected,  in  order  that  the 
matter  may  be  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com-" 
mittee  to  get  the  opinion  of  the  corporation 
counsel. 

Mr.  Short— In  view  of  the  facts  brought  to 
light,  I  have  no  objection  to  withdrawing  the 
motion  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  that  the  matter  be 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  with  in- 
structions to  obtain  the  opinion  of  the  corpora- 
tion counsel. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  don't  think  this  order 
should  be  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
because  I  think  that  every  gentleman  who  has 
read  Section  6  of  that  Act  of  1875— including  the 


gentleman  from  Ward  7— before  we  get  through 
tonight  will  agree  that  this  order  is  a  proper  one 
to  be  passed  by  the  Council  at  this  time.  The 
provisions  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  has 
read  in  the  last  part  of  that  section  simply  apply 
to  cases  where  the  -expense  is  $1000  or  more ; 
that  is  evident  from  what  goes  before,  and  there 
cannot  be  the  slightest  doubt  about  it.  It  applies 
plainly,  as  can  De  seen  from  the  precedent 
clause,  to  cases  where  it  is  understood  that  the 
expense  is  to  be  S 1000  or  over : 

'Whenever,  in  the  judgment  of  the  School 
Committee,  a  new  building,  or  any  addition 
thereto,  or  alteration  of,  a  building,  is  needed 
for  school  purposes,  of  an  estimated  cost  of  over 
one  thousand  dollars,  they  shall  make  a  state- 
ment in  writing,"  etc. 

I  think  all  members  of  the  Council  must  agree 
with  me  that  this  order  is  perfectly  legal  and  is 
a  proper  order  to  put  through  the  Council  to- 
night. I  think  if  certain  gentlemen  in  this  Coun- 
cil, well  known  in  legal  circles,  would  only  stand 
on  tiiis  floor,  they  would  certainly  agree  with 
me,  and  I  trust  this  order  will  not  be  referred  to 
any  committee,  because  the  order  is  in  perfectly 
proper  form,  and  if  it  is  not  now  passed  it  will 
operate  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  pupils  of  the 
Roxbury  High  School.  If  the  order  is  referred 
to  the  committee  and  we  wait  until  they  report 
back  to  us  it  will  simply  postpone  the  alteration 
of  that  hall,  which  will  not  cost  over  $300.  I 
hope,  gentlemen  of  the  Council,  that  you  will 
vote  in  favor  of  the  order  as  it  stands  on  the 
calendar. 

M:\  Whall— Whenever  I  make  a  mistake  I 
am  only  too  willing  to  acknowledge  it.  Upon  a 
second  reading  of  the  section.  I  agree  with  the 
gentleman  from  Werd  22  that  it  does  refer  only 
to  purchases  and  alterations  where  the  sum 
contemplated  to  be  spent  is  over  $]  000.  At  first 
I  read  it  without  remembering  the  antecedent 
paragraph.  But  taking  the  section  as  a  whole  I 
coincide  with  the  gentleman  that  as  far  as  the 
amount  is  concerned,  if  it  is  less  than  $1000  it 
does  not  come  within  the  purview  of  that  sec- 
tion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burr  the  main  question  was 
ordered. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  R.  Sullivan  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended and  the  order  read  a  second  time  and 
passed  in  concurrence.  Mr.  R.  Sullivan  moved 
to  reconsider ;  lost. 

south  boston  schools. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  Mr.  McNary 
offered  an  order — That  the  Committee  on 
Schools  and  Schoolhottses  be  requested  to  as- 
certain the  cost  and  feasibility  of  providing  ac- 
commodations for  four  or  five  classes  of  primary 
and  grammar  school  children  in  South  Boston, 
and  to  confer,  if  necessary,  with  the  School 
Committee. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Schools  and  School- 
houses. 

Mr.  Fowler  moved  to  take  from  the  table  the 
order  offered  by  him  this  evening  to  adjourn 
for  two  weeks. 

Mr.  Whall— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  the 
order  of  business  has  not  been  reached  when 
motions,  orders  and  resolutions  can  be  intro- 
duced. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN— RE- 
SUMED. 

8.  Order  for  the  superintendent  of  streets  to 
fit  up  and  put  in  condition  for  the  use  of  the 
Paving  Department  the  wharf  lately  purchased 
by  the  mayor  (formerly  called  Atkins's  wharf), 
the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  unexpended 
balance  of  the  appropriation  for  wharf  for  Pav- 
ing Departmen  .. 

Mr.  Wilson— Does  this  order  come  from  any 
committee? 

The  Clerk— I  believe  it  comes  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  order  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension 
of  the  rule  moved  by  Mr.  Whall,  and  passed  in 
concurrence.  Mr.  Hayes  moved  to  reconsider ; 
lost. 

9.  Order  for  the  preparation  by  the  city  clerk, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, of  a  pamphlet  containing  a  digest  of  the 
laws  relating  to  the  qualification,  assessment 
and  registration  of  voters,  and  the  conduct  of 
elections  in  the  city  of  Boston. 
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Mr.  "Wilson— Does  this  order  corne  from  any 
committee? 

'ihe  Clerk — It  does  not  appear  to  have  come 
from  any  committee. 

Mr.  Wilson— Have  we  such  a  publication 
now? 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  understand  that  we  have 
repeated  issues  of  such  a  book,  and  that  the  last 
edition  is  entirely  out  of  stock.  It  is  a  publica- 
tion which  has  been  issued  three  times  within 
my  recollection. 

The  clerk  read  the  order. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  do  not  wish  to  make  trivial 
objections,  but  I  think  it  ought  to  read  that  the 
document  shall  be  "prepared  and  pjinted,"  and 
that  the  expense  should  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  printing.  I  think  the  order  ough  t 
to  provide  for  something  more  than  the  mere 
preparation.  I  think  the  words  "and  printed  as 
a  public  document,"  or  some  such  words,  ought 
to  be  added.  I  do  not  think  the  order  is  explicit 
enough,  and  therefore  I  move  to  insert  the  words 
"and  printed"  after  "prepared." 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order 
as  amended  was  passed.  Mr.  "Whitmore  moved 
to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

LOAN"  FOR  NEW  CAMBRIDGE  BRIDGE. 

Mr.  Whall  called  up  the  special  assignment 
for  8  P.M.,  viz.: 

Orders  for  a  loan  of  $250,000  for  30  years,  bear- 
ing interest  at  the  rate  of  4  per  cent  per  annum, 
payable  semi-annually,  to  meet  the  city's  share 
of  the  expense  of  building  the  new  bridge  to 
Cambridge ;  and  rescinding  the  orders  of  July 
13,  1887,  concerning  said  loan  and  providing  for 
certain  requests  to  be  made  to  the  bidders 
therefor. 

The  order  was  passed ;  yeas  56,  nays  1 : 

Yeas— Atwood,  Barry,  Blume,  Bowman,  Burr, 
Carroll,  Chamberlain,  Cochran.  Coleman.  Con- 
nolly. Coyle.  Davern,  Desmond,  Dolan.  Fisher, 
Foss,  Fottler.  Fowler,  Frost.  J.  Gallagher, 
Gomez,  Harrington,  Hayes,  Keiiher,  Kennedy, 
Ladd.  Lattimore.  Lauten.  Leary,  Light.  Maho- 
ney,  MeEnaney,  F.  R.  Morrison.  J.  J.  Murphy. 
W.  H.  Murphy,  Norton.  Nunan,  O'Mealey,  Per- 
kins. Perry,  E.  J.  Powers,  Keilly,  Sanger,  Shaw, 
Short,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan.  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R. 
Sullivan,  Teevens,  Thayer,  Tracy,  Turtle,  Whall, 
"Whitmore,  Wilson— 56. 

Nays— McNary— 1. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Carstensen,  Clark, 
Dewey,  Duggan,  Dunn.  P.  J.  Gallagher.  Hag- 
gertv,  Kelley,  McKenna.  F.  Morison,  J.  Murphy, 
C.  C!  Powers.  Richards,  Sundberg,  Webster— 15. 

Sent  up. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN — RE- 
SUMED. 

Order  to  pay  to  the  widow  of  Patrick  Hallinan 
the  amount  due  said  Hallinan  for  his  services 
in  the  Sewer  Department. 

Mr.  Wilson— Is  there  present  any  gentleman 
who  can  throw  any  light  upon  this  subject?  We 
know  nothing  about  what  we  are  voting  for, 
and  nothing  about  what  amount  this  order  in- 
volves. Here  is  an  order  introduced  into  the 
other  branch  by  some  member  from  somewhere, 
and  we  know  nothing  about  it.  If  there  is  any 
gentleman  here  who  can  give  us  any  informa- 
tion on  the  subject,  I  should  be  glad  to  hear  it. 

The  President— This  gentleman  lived  in  the 
vicinity  of  Harrison  avenue.  He  was  employed 
in  the  Sewer  Department.  A  week's  pay  is  due 
him  and  his  widow  cannot  get  the  money  until 
this  order  is  passed.  I  met  a  gentleman  in  the 
hall  this  evening  who  told  me  all  about  the  case. 

Mr.  Wilson— lam  much  obliged  to  the  Pres- 
ident for  the  information. 

The  oi'der  was  read  a  second  time  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rule  moved  by  Mr.  "Wil- 
son, and  passed  in  concurrence.  Mr.  Frost 
moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

IMPROVED      SEWERAGE    AND      SEWER    DEPART- 
MENT. 

Mr.  Carroll  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule 
that  he  might  offer  the  following  orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  be  authorized 
to  transfer  the  sum  of  $100,000  from  the  appro- 
priation for  library  building,  Dartmouth  street, 
to  the  appropriation  for  Sewer  Department. 

Ordered,  That  the  care  and  maintenance  of 
the  Improved  Sewerage  Works  be  transferred 
from  the  City  Engineer's  Department  to  the 
Sewer  Department,  and  placed  in  charge  of  the 
superintendent  of  sewers;  said  transfer  to  take 
effect  Nov.  1,  1887. 


The  question  was  upon  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  trust  the  rule  will  not  be 
suspended,  unless  the  gentleman  is  willing  to 
assure  us  that  he  intends  to  refer  the  two  orders 
to  the  Finance  Committee,  where  the  other 
orders  have  been  sent.  If  so,  I  do  not  object ; 
otherwise  I  object  to  considering,  at  this  time, 
matters  of  so  much  importance  as  are  covered 
by  those  orders.  If  the  reference  is  all  the  gen- 
tleman intends,  I  do  not  object  to  his  taking  up 
the  time. 

Mr.  Carroll— I  see  no  reason  why  these  two 
orders  should  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance.  One  of  them  is  for  a  transfer  of  the 
improved  sewerage  from  one  department  to 
another,  something  that  should  have  been  done 
long  ago,  and  which  should  be  done  now.  It  is 
getting  late  in  the  season  and  the  transfer  should 
be  made  before  the  cold  weather  sets  in.  I  hope 
the  rule  will  be  suspended  and  that  the  orders 
will  be  allowed  to  be  introduced  any  way.  The 
order  for  a  transfer  to  the  sewer  appropriation  is 
a  case  which  we  all  know  the  merits  of.  The 
money  in  the  Public  Library  appropriation  is 
lying  there  and  cannot  be  used  for  the  next  two 
years.    I  hope  the  rule  will  be  suspended. 

Mr.  Whall— I  ask  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion, so  that  the  suspension  of  the  rule  may  be 
taken  on  each  order  separately. 

The  President— Mr.  Whall  calls  for  a  division 
of  the  question.  The  question  will  be  taken  on 
the  orders  separately.  The  question  is  on  the 
reference  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Whall— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  the 
orders  have  not  yet  been  introduced,  and  the 
reference  cannot  be  moved. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken.  The  question  is  on  suspending  the  rule 
to  enable  Mr.  Carroll  to  offer  the  order  for  a 
transfer  to  the  sewer  appropriation. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  objected  because  I  desired 
the  gentleman  to  understand  his  position.  Un- 
der the  rule  the  order  would  have  to  go  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  unless  the  rule  requir- 
ing such  a  reference  is  suspended,  and  the 
Council  will  get  into  a  useless  discussion. 

Mr.  Ladd— It  seems  to  me  that  while  the 
Sewer  Department  may  be  in  need  of  funds  be- 
fore the  current  year  expiies,  still  they  are  sup 
plied  with  funds  at  present,  and  they  can  be 
reasonably  sure  that  the  City  Council  will  pro- 
vide them  with  funds  before  the  year  is  out. 
They  can  spend  the  money  on  hand  before  the 
ground  freezes,  and  do  necessary  work  and 
trust  to  the  City  Council  to  provide  funds  in  the 
future.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  purely  a 
financial  question,  and  the  Council  cannot  at 
present  determine  where  this  monev  should 
come  from.  It  is  pre-eminently  a  question 
which  should  go  to  the  committee  which  has 
the  matter  of  finance  in  charge,  and  who  can 
see  which  appropriation  can  best^  spare  this 
money.  One  member  might  think  it  should  be 
spared  from  one  appropriation,  another  from 
another.  But  the  committee  can  take  the  whole 
matter  under  consideration  and  del  ermine 
which  appropriation  it  is  best  to  make  the  trans- 
fer from.  It  seems  to  me  this  matter  should  go 
to  the  committee  that  has  the  finances  of  the 
city  in  charge. 

Mr.  McNary— I  am  sorry  to  see  the  gentle- 
men from  Ward  10  exhibit  such  absolute  ignor- 
ance in  regard  to  the  sewer  work.  He  says  the 
Sewer  Department  is  amply  provided  with 
funds  at  the  present  time,  and  can  go  on  with 
new  work.  I  wish  to  inform  the  gentleman  that, 
if  the  Sewer  Department  cannot  be  supplied 
with  funds  in  two  weeks  it  can  commence  no 
more  new  work.  If  the  gentleman  had  listened 
to  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
15,  he  would  have  seen  that  he  proposed  to  refer 
the  order  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  I  hope 
the  rule  will  be  suspended,  and  that  this  matter 
will  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance 
as  an  alternative  for  the  proposition  which  1 

Dl't  'S( '  1 1 1  (M  1 

Mr.  Leary  and  Mr.  Ladd  addressed  the  Chair, 
and  Mr.  Ladd  was  recognized. 

Mr.  Ladd — The  gentleman  is  very  quick  to 
charge  ignorance  upon  any  gentleman — 

Mr.  Leary— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  10  has  spoken  once  upon 
this  question. 

The  President— The  point  of  oi'der  is  well 
taken,  if  the  gentleman  from  Ward  13  desires  to 
speak. 

Mr.  Leary— Well,  I  will  speak  this  time.  I 
hope  the  rule  will  be  suspended  in  order  that 
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we  may  refer  this  matter  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance.  Everybody  knows  frorn  the  message 
sent  to  the  City  Council  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
that  there  is  no  department  in  City  Hall  more 
in  need  of  money  than  the  Sewer  Department. 
For  that  reason  I  hope  the  rule  will  be  sus- 
pended, in  order  that  we  may  admit  this  order 
and  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  An- 
other reason  why  I  hope  this  matter  will  he 
passed,  is  that  my  whole  object  was  to  cut  off 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  from  adding  to  his 
illustrious  record  of  talking  more  than  all  the 
others,  and  saying  the  least ;  and  I  wanted  to 
stop  it.    I  hope  the  order  will  pass. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  have,  before  this,  been  accused 
of  having  a  great  deal  to  say  here.  At  our  last 
meeting  I  occupied  two  columns  of  the  space  in 
the  report,  while  a  gentleman  on  the  other  side 
of  the  chamber  occupied  eight  columns  and  an- 
other five  columns.  That  shows  how  much 
space  I  occupy.  It  seems  to  me  that  when  I  am 
accused  of  ignorance  I  should  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  rise  and  explain  myself.  I  am  accused 
of  ignorance,  when  the  last  auditor's  report 
shows  that  the  balance  in  the  general  appro- 
priation for  sewers  is  $69,200.  That  is  money 
enough  to  run  the  Sewer  Depaitment  for  a 
month  or  two  at  least 

Mr.  McKenna — I  hope  the  rule  will  be  sus- 
pended. I  understand  from  the  superintendent 
of  sewers  in  our  district  that  there  are  no  sewers 
in  a  great  many  of  the  streets,  that  many  of  the 
sewers  are  sadly  in  need  of  repairs,  and  that 
there  is  no  money  with  which  to  make  them. 
I  believe  that  there  is  no  department  so  much  in 
need  of  money  as  the  Sewer  Department,  and  I 
hope  this  order  to  give  them  an  additional  ap- 
propriation will  pass. 

Mr.  McNary— I  wish  to  substantiate  my  state- 
ment lay  referring  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10 
to  City  Document  142,  being  the  message  which 
His  Honor  the  Mayor  sent  to  the  City  Council  in 
regard  to  the  condition  of  the  Sewer  Depart- 
ment. In  the  first  paragraph  on  page  2  he 
says: 

"The  demand  for  sewers,  however,  and  the 
necessity  of  keeping  old  sewers  in  repair  are 
such  that  the  869,221  left  of  the  regular  appro- 
priation will  not  be  sufficient ;  and,  if  any  addi- 
tional money  is  voted,  it  should  be  done  now,  as 
there  are  only  about  10  weeks  left  when  active 
work  can  be  continued  in  this  department." 

This  document  has  been  before  us  one  week, 
and  the  message  has  been  before  us  three 
weeks,  and  therefore  I  think  the  gentleman 
does  show  unpardonable  ignorance  when  he 
says  the  Sewer  Department  has  money  with 
which  to  commence  new  work. 

Mr.  Ladd — The  gentleman  not  only  shows 
ignorance,  but  fails  to  understand  the  meaning 
of  plain  English  language.  The  mayor  does  not 
mean  to  say  that  the  department  is  not  sup- 
plied with  money,  but  he  means  to  be  under- 
stood that  the  department  should  reserve 
enough  to  pay  its  fixed  charges  during  the  year, 
and  that  if  they  went  ahead  and  spent  their 
money,  there  would  not  remain  enough  to  pay 
their  fixed  charges.  That  I  admit.  But  I  say 
that  they  should  use  the  money  on  hand  and  not 
keep  back  enough  to  pay  their  fixed  charges, 
trusting  to  the  City  Council  to  make  up  the 
amount  before  the  year  is  ended.  It  is  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  15  who  is  ignorant  of  this 
question,  and  not  myself. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  to  admit  the 
order  to  transfer  to  the  appropriation  for  sewers 
was  declared  lost.  Mr.  Carroll  doubted  the  vote 
and  asked  for  a  rising  vote :  the  Council  was 
divided,  29  in  favor,  24  against,  and  the  motion 
was  lost  for  want  of  two-thirds  in  favor. 

Mr.  Carroll  then  asked  a  suspension  of  the 
rule  to  enable  him  to  offer  the  order  to  transfer 
the  Improved  Sewerage  Department  to  the  care 
of  the  Sewer  Department. 

Mr.  Whitmore— It  seems  to  me  that  such  an 
order  as  that  ought  to  be  considered  by  some 
committee,  if,  owing  to  my  imperfect  hearing  I 
have  got  the  right  meaning  of  it.  If  this  is  a 
transfer  of  one  department  to  another  it  ought 
not  to  he  sprung  upon  us  at  this  time  and  in  this 
manner.  If  that  is  to  be  the  result  of  the  order 
I  hope  the  rule  will  not  be  suspended  in  this 
case.    Let  us  have  time  to  consider  the  matter. 

Mr.  Carroll— The  object  of  the  order  is  to 
transfer  the  Improved  Sewerage  Department 
from  the  care  of  the  Engineer's  Department  to 
the  Sewer  Department  where  it  naturally  be- 
longs.   It  seems  to  me  that  is  something  which 


should  have  been  done  as  soon  as  the  works 
were  completed,  and  for  that  reason  I  have  en- 
deavored to  have  this  order  introduced.  The 
city  engineer  builds  bridges  and  when  they  are 
completed  he  turns  them  over  to  the  superin- 
tendent of  bridges;  when  he  eompletes  other 
public  works  he  turns  them  over  to  the  depart- 
ments to  which  they  belong.  The  same  rule 
should  have  been  observed  in  regard  to  the  im- 
proved sewerage  works.  Any  first-class  de- 
partment should  be  under  one  head,  with  a  first- 
class  man  at  the  head  of  it.  At  present  the 
Sewer  Department  has  two  heads,  one  of  which 
is  the  superintendent  of  sewers  and  the  other 
the  city  engineer.  I  think  they  should  both  be 
under  one  head.  I  hope  the  rule  will  be  sus- 
pended. 

Mr.  Ladd— This  is  certainly  too  important  a 
matter  to  be  acted  upon  without  it  going  to  a 
committee.  It  seems  to  me  it  ought  to  go  to  the 
Committee  on  Engineer's  Department  before  it 
is  acted  on.  I  trust  the  rule  will  not  be  sus- 
pended. 

Mr.  AVhall— In  connection  with  this  order  I 
hope  the  rule  will  be  suspended.  I  think  the 
gentleman's  order  is  a  move  in  the  right  direc- 
tion. It  is  something  that  should  have  been 
done  long  ago.  But  I  believe  we  should  not 
act  upon  it  until  some  committee  has  considered 
the  subject  and  reported  to  the  City  Council  the 
result  of  its  deliberations.  I  shall  vote  to  sus- 
pend the  rule,  but  after  the  order  is  introduced 
I  think  it  should  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Engineer's  Department. 

Mr.  Carroll — My  intention  is,  if  the  rule  is 
suspended,  to  move  to  refer  to  the  Committee 
on  Improved  Sewerage. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Mv  impression  is  that  this 
department  is  provided  for  in  the  ordinances, 
and  it  will  have  to  go  to  that  committee  sooner 
or  later.  It  may  facilitate  business  by  referring 
itto  that  committee  first.  I  think  it  will  save 
time. 

Mr.  Sanger— I  would  suggest  that  the  order 
be  referred  to  the  two  Committees  on  Engineer'  < 
Department  and  Improved  Sewerage.  It  being 
a  transfer  of  the  works,  it  seems  to  me  the  two 
committees  should  be  consulted.  I  move  to  re- 
fer to  a  special  committee  consisting  of  the 
Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage  and  City 
Engineer's  Department. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  think  that  is  a  wise  sugges- 
tion. I  suggested  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
because  it  has  got  to  go  there  sooner  or  later 
before  it  is  acted  on  by  the  City  Council. 

Mr.  Carroll— I  accept  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Whitmore  — My  only  objection  was  to 
having  a  matter  of  such  importance,  which  has 
been  fully  considered  in  past  years,  go  to  a  com- 
mittee having  charge  of  one  department,  and 
interested  in  having  sole  control.  Therefore,  I 
think  it  should  go  to  the  two  Committees  on 
Improved  Sewerage  and  City  Engineer's  De- 
partment. 

Mr.  Carroll— I  accept  the  amendment,  and 
hope  that  the  committee  will  meet  and  consider 
the  matter  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  the  order  offered 
and  referred  to  a  joint  special  committee,  con- 
sisting of  the  Commirtees  on  Improved  Sewer- 
age and  City  Engineer's  Department.    Sent  up. 

11.  Order  for  Committee  on  Finance  to  provide 
$500  to  be  expended  in  furnishing  supplies  for 
the  physical  laboratory  in  the  Girls'  High  and 
Latin  School. 

Mr.  "W  hall— I  move  that  Nos.  11  and  12  be 
referred  to  the  Cornmittde  on  Finance.  I  see 
that  No.  12  does  not  come  from  the  committee. 
The  original  order  came  from  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  and  I  think  it  would  be  well  for  the 
Committee  on  Finance  jo  consider  both  these 
measures  together  and  repoit  on  them. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  referring 
Nos.  11  and  12  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Learv — As  I  understand  the  matter,  this 
No.  11  is  an  order  from  the  committee,  and 
there  has  been  some  misunderstanding.  We 
appropriated  some  time  ago  $500  for  a  physical 
laboratory  for  the  Girls'  High  School.  We  made 
a  mistake  in  that  order,  and  I  think  it  is  our 
duty  now  to  pass  this  as  an  order,  and  let  the 
Finance  Committee  provide  the  means.  That 
is  as  I  understand  it,  and  we  also  had  an  order 
under  consideration  for  the  boys  of  the  Latin 
School.    I  think  we  should  pass  the  order. 

No.  11  was  passed  in  concurrence.  Mr.  Leary 
moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

12.  Order  to  rescind  the  order  approved  June 
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25,  1887,  concerning  a  physical  laboratory  in  said 
school. 

Passed  in  concurrence.  Mr.  Fowler  moved  to 
reconsider;  lost. 

13.  Order  authorizing  a  lease  to  John  Golding, 
for  a  term  of  not  exceeding  three  months,  of  the 
premises  known  as  the  chapel  of  the  Vine-street 
Church,  Ward  20. 

Mr.  'Wilson— If  I  mistake  not,  the  subject 
matter  of  this  order  was  considered  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Common  Council,  and  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 
It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  improper  for  this 
branch,  having  referred  this  matter  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings,  to  take  it  out  of 
their  hands  in  this  manner,  and  1  would  there- 
fore move  that  this  matter  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  beg  leave  to  differ  with  the 
gentleman  who  has  just  spoken  on  a  matter  of 
parliamentary  custom.  I  think,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  when  an  error  is  discovered  in  any 
order  we  may  pass  it  is  customary  to  have  a 
similar  order  passed  in  the  other  branch.  It  is  a 
very  common  way  of  correcting  an  error.  The 
facts  are,  as  I  understand  them,  that  in  Ward  20 
they  want  this  room  for  a  headciuarters.  There 
is  no  other  available  place  excepting  this.  They 
only  want  it  for  three  months,  and  when  the 
matter  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  they  found  out  that  they  would  be  un 
able  to  get  a  report  of  the  committe  in  time  to 
act  on  it.  That  was  the  case  last  Monday,  and  I 
trust  that  it  is  the  case  at  the  present  time.  We 
all  know  at  this  time  of  the  year  that  it  is  hard 
to  get  committees  together.  I  don't  want  to 
blame  anybodv,  because  we  are  all  of  .ns  liable 
to  be  so  employed  that  we  cannot  attend  meet- 
ings. That  being  so.  It  does  seem  hard  that  the 
voters  in  a  large  ward  like  Ward  20  should  be 
deprived  of  the  chance  to  use  a  room  which  can 
be  let  to  them  as  well  as  not,  on  a  mere  infor- 
mality; and  I  think  the  gentleman  opposite, 
after  that  explanation,  would  hardly  feel  like 
pressing  any  objection  to  the  order  in  its  present 
shape,  coming  down  from  the  Board.  As  I 
understand  it,  a  similar  explanation  was  given 
in  the  Board  and  found  satisfactory.  As  far  as 
the  committee  being  somewhat  in  fault  for  not 
making  a  report  is  concerned,  nobody  pretends 
that  there  is  anything  improper  in  the  object  of 
the  order,  and  I  think  we  might  as  well  concur 
with  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Wilson — I  know  thaj  the  gentleman 
opposite  is  so  jealous  of  the  rights  of  the 
Common  Council  that  he  would  not  under- 
take to  do  anything  to  infringe  upon  them  in 
any  way,  shape  or  manner.  With  the  statement 
he  has  made  I  am  satisfied,  and  withdraw  my 
motion. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed 
in  concurrence.  Mr.  Dolan  moved  to  reconsider ; 
lost. 

14.  Report  of  Committee  on  the  Department 
for  the  Inspection  of  Buildings  that  the  pre- 
amble and  order  directing  the  Inspector  of 
Buildings  to  investigate  and  report  as  to  the 
safety  of  buildings  used  for  school  purposes, 
ouerht  to  pass. 

Report  accepted,  preamble  and  order  passed 
in  concurrence.  Mr.  Frost  moved  to  reconsider ; 
lost. 

NIGHT    WATCHMEN. 

Mr.  Gomez  called  up  the  special  assignment, 
being  the  order  offered  by  him  early  in  the  eve- 
ning in  regard  to  the  pay  of  certain  night 
watchmen. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  hope  the  gentleman  will  make 
some  explanation  of  this  order.  The  usual  in- 
quiries press  upon  us,  as  to  how  much  it  will 
cost,  how  many  night*watehmen  there  are,  and 
whether  our  finances  will  admit  of  this  increase. 
I  think  this  matter  should  be  referred  to  some 
committee,  and  I  move  to  refer  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

POLICE  SALARIES. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  Council  con- 
sidered : 

15.  An  order  to  amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Re- 
vised Ordinances  of  1885,  establishing  salaries  as 
follows:  Superintendent  of  police,  $3500;  depu- 
ty superintendent  of  police,  $2800;  clerk  to  su- 
perintendent of  police,  $2000;  property  clerk, 
$1«00;  assistant  inspectors,  $1200. 

Mr.  Carroll— I  move  as  an  amendment  to 


strike  out  all  the  ordinance  with  the  exception 
of  the  assistant  inspectors. 

[Mr.  Carroll,  by  request  of  the  President,  re- 
duced his  motion  to  writing.] 

Mr.  Whall— I  certainly  hope  that  the  ordi- 
nance will  pass  as  it  comes  to  us  from  the  Board 
of  Aldermen.  This  whole  subject  has  been  be- 
fore the  city  government  so  long  that  at  this 
time  it  is  hardly  worth  while  to  enter  into  the 
merits  of  the  case,  because  I  presume  that  at 
this  late  day  everybody  has  made  up  his  mind 
exactly  as  to  how  he  is  going  to  vote,  and  a  word 
Irom  nobody  would  serve  to  change  that  vote. 
But  before  we  proceed  on  any  amendments,  I 
wish,  first  of  all,  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Council  to  the  justice  of  the  claims  of  these  offi- 
cers who  are  now  before  us  seeking  an  advance 
of  their  pay.  First  of  all,  we  have  the  superin- 
tendent. Now  when  I  stand  here  tonight  advo- 
cating the  increase  in  the  pay  of  these  officials, 
I  am  doing  it  for  the  offices  and  not  for  the  offi- 
cers. I  don't  care  who  occupy  these  positions. 
My  vote  tonight  in  this  connection  will  be  what 
I  think  the  position,  outside  of  the  man  who  fills 
it,  deserves.  You  will  recollect  that  early  in  the 
session  we  passed  an  order  raising  the  pay  of 
evei-y  patrolman,  sergeant  and  lieutenant,  and 
we  afterwards,  to  make  up  for  some  of  our  de- 
ficiencies, raised  the  pay  of  some  of  the  in- 
spectors, and  after  all  these  raises  the  only  per- 
sons left  were  those  embraced  in  this  bill.  Now 
I  haven't  the  slightest  doubt  that  some  of  us  do 
not  entertain  towards  certain  officials  mentioned 
in  this  bill  the  tenderest  of  feelings,  and  I  make 
my  argument  not  as  a  piece  of  special  pleading 
for  men,  but  rather  in  behalf  of  the  offices  and 
the  work  which  the  acceptance  of  those  offices 
demands.  We  pay  the  superintendent  of  police 
of  the  city  of  Boston  $3000,  and  I  can  imagine 
that  from  the  opponents  of  this  measure  I  hear 
the  cry  go  up,  "$3000  is  enough  for  him."  In 
passing  measures  relating  to  the  salaries  of  our 
officers,  it  would  be  well  for  us  neither  to  in- 
crease nor  diminish  because  of  the  popularity 
of  the  men  holding  the  offices.  The  unpopular- 
ity of  an  official  should  not  determine  our  ac- 
tion. If  we  are  sensible  men,  and  do  our  duty 
faithfully,  the  question  for  us  to  consider  is  the 
office  and  the  work  entailed  on  that  office.  In 
reference  to  this  sum  of  money.  We  pay  $3000 
a  year  to  this  official.  Now  what  do  other  cities 
pay?  I  hold  in  my  hand  communications  from 
Philadelphia,  Chicago,  New  York  and  Brooklyn. 
From  New  York  a  letter  comes:  "In  reply  to 
yours  of  the  14th  inst.,  the  salary  of  the  super- 
intendent of  police  is  $6000  per  annum," — twice 
as  much  as  we  give  our  superintendent.  From 
Brooklyn  comes  the  reply :  "In  reply  so  your  re- 
quest of  the  14th  inst.,  received,  I  respectfully 
submit  that  the  salary  of  the  superintendent,  of 
police  is  $4000,"— far  more  than  we  pay  our 
superintendent.  From  Philadelphia  we  get  the 
response:  "In  answer  to  yours  of  14th  inst,,  the 
salary  of  the  director  of  public  safety  is  $7500. 
The  salary  of  the  superintendent  of  police  is 
$3500,"— exactly  where  we  want  to  place  it  by 
this  ordinance.  From  the  city  of  Chicago  the 
reply  comes:  "The  salary  ol  the  superintendent 
of  police  of  the  city  of  Chicago  is  $4500  a  year." 
Now,  the  only  city  of  all  these  four  cities  that 
is  anywhere  near  the  figure  we  propose  to  give, 
is  the  city  of  Philadelpeia,  and  they  give  $3500, 
the  exact  figure  to  which  this  committee  desire 
to  elevate  the  salary  connected  with  that  posi- 
tion. In  view  of  the  amount  of  money  paid  by 
other  cities,  is  a  raise  from  $3000  to  $3500  an  un- 
usual and  extraordinary  one?  Do  these  other 
cities  pay  their  officers  so  much  more  than  they 
are  worth,  or  do  we  pay  ours  probably  a  little 
less  than  the  position  deserves?  I  want  it  dis- 
tinctly understood  that  I  do  not  regard  the  per- 
sons who  occupy  the  offices.  I  myself  am  not 
personally  acquainted  with  the  superintendent 
of  police  or  the  deputy  superintendent.  I  don't 
think  that  since  I  was  born  I  have  ever  spoken 
a  single  word  to  either  of  them.  Of  course  I 
have  seen  them,  and  would  probably  recognize 
them  if  I  met  them.  I  throw  that  out  with  re- 
gard to  the  superintendent  of  police.  Now  we 
are  $3000  behind  the  city  of  New  York,  $1500  be- 
hind another  city,  $1000  behind  another,  and  one 
city,  Philadelphia,  pays  to  its  superintendent 
exactly  what  we  desire  to  pay.  Now  with  re- 
gard to  the  deputy  superintendent  of  police;  we 
all  recognize  the  truth  of  the  proposition  that 
superiors  in  a  department  should,  at  first  blush, 
receive  at  least  as  much  salary  as  their  inferior 
officers.    At  present,  in  the  Police  Department 
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of  the  city  of  Boston,  vou  have  this  anomaly, 
that  an  inferior  officer,  the  chief  inspector,  re- 
ceives $2500,  and  his  superior  officer,  the  man 
from  whom  he  must  take  commands,  the  man 
who  can  control  his  actions— the  deputy  super- 
intendent—receives but  $2300.  He  receives  $200 
less  than  his  inferior  officer.  I  leave  it  to  your 
judgment  if  that  is  a  proper  condition  of  things. 
Either  the  chief  inspector  is  paid  too  much — and 
by  your  votes  earlier  in  the  session  you  said  he 
wasn't— or  the  deputy  superintendent  is  paid  too 
little.  With  regard  to  Sergeant  Ryan,  the  clerk 
of  the  superintendent  of  police,  I  must  say  that 
I  do  in  this  regard  consider  the  man  and  the 
office,  I  consider  what  is  due  to  a  faithful  official 
whose  superiors  have  told  the  city,  time  and 
time  again,  that  he  was  not  fully  paid.  The 
Police  Commissioners  told  me  last  spring,  when 
I  had  a  consultation  with  them  relative  to  police 
salaries,  that  th>  superintendent's  clerk  should 
receive  $2000.  Everybody  has  admitted  that  he 
should  receive  $2000.  A  person  who  was  rated 
with  him  a  few  years',  when  both  received  $1500 
apiece,  now,  as  1  remarked  on  a  former  occasion, 
receives  $2500  by  the  act  of  the  Legislature. 
Certainly  Sergeant  Ryan,  from  his  long  con- 
nection with  the  department  and  on  account  of 
the  increasing  duties  which  have  come  upon 
him,  and  by  the  unanimous  consent  and  sugges- 
tion of  the  Police  Commissioners,  deserves  this 
increase  of  $500.  So  also  with  Mr.  Savery,  the 
property  clerk.  I  don't  know  as  much  concern- 
ing him,  but  the  Police  Commissioners  regard 
it  as  right  concerning  him  that  his  salary  should 
go  up  $300.  As  regards  the  assistant  inspectors, 
I  am  glad  that  my  friend  from  Ward  15  didn't 
blot  them  out  of  existence.  The  facts  are  known 
to  everj  body,  and  it  needs  no  argument  at  this 
time  to  show  that  they  should  be  paid  at  least 
as  much  as  common  patrolmen.  They  are  se- 
lected because  of  their  peculiar  fitness  for  the 
work.  They  now  receive  $3  a  day,  which  is  less 
than  a  common  patrolman  receives.  I  believe 
they  receive  something  like  $115  less  in  a  year 
than  a  common  patrolman.  This  is  only  to 
equalize  their  pay  with  that  of  the  common  pa- 
trolmen. In  this  connection  I  must  say  that  my 
relations  with  the  Police  Board  and  the  Police 
Department  have  not  been  intimate,  nor  at  times 
cordial.  And  when  1  speak  this  way  tonight 
I  speak  for  persons  to  whom  I  am  not  bound 
by  any  bonds  of  courtesy.  I  speak  only  in  com- 
mon fairness.  I  know  that  among  the  members 
of  the  Council  towards  these  officials  there  is  a 
sentiment  of  antagonism,  and  that  antagonism 
has  grown  up  because  of  an  unfortunate  occa- 
sion when  they  found  themselves  confronted 
and  opposed  and  their  friends  probably  opposed 
by  certain  of  these  officers.  I  have  only  to  tell 
members  who  may  be  actuated  by  motives  of 
that  kind  to  pause.  These  men  are  chosen  to 
do  solemn  and  serious  work,  and  a  police  de- 
partment which  is  without  obedience  to  the  in- 
structions of  superiors  is  no  department  at  all. 
If  upon  the  occasion,  which  need  not  now  be 
referred  to,  mistakes  were  made  by  the 
Police  Department,  the  blame  belongs  with 
those  who  issued  the  orders  and  not  with 
those  who  executed  them.  The  policeman  is 
like  the  soldier,  he  has  but  to  hear  and  obey, 
and  his  obedience,  even  though  in  the  exercise 
of  that  obedience  he  does  unpleasant  things, 
should  rather  be  to  his  credit  than  to  his  dis- 
favor. This  whole  subject  of  the  Police  Salary 
bill  I  have  discussed  until  I  am  disgusted  with 
it.  I  don't  propose  to  say  another  word  in  favor 
of  any  of  these  men,  and  I  appeal  to  the  com- 
mousense  judgment  and  best  sentiment  of  the 
members  of  the  Council  tonight,  and  ask  them 
not  io  allow  personal  reasons  to  lead  them  into 
the  error,  when  they  are  considering  a  salary 
question,  of  looking  at  the  man  who  gets  the 
salary  and  not  to  what  they  should  regard— the 
work  which  the  office  demands. 

Mr.  McNary— The  gentleman  who  has  just 
taken  his  seat  has  devoted  a  considerable  length 
of  time  to  personal  reasons  and  personal  consid- 
erations which  may  actuate  any  of  the  members 
in  voting  for  the  amendment.  Now  I  also, 
gentlemen  know  not  a  single  officer  in 
this  list,  except  one  assistant  inspector,  and 
I  do  not  know  the  others  even  by  sight.  I  do, 
however,  appreciate  the  situation  as  far  as  the 
assistant  inspectors  are  concerned.  They  are 
not  getting  the  pay  of  common  patrolmen,  and 
I  think  they  should  have  the  proposed  increase, 
and  I  shall  vote  for  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  15.  I  shall  vote  against  the 
other  items  in  the  ordinance,  for   no   personal 


reasons  whatever.  The  gentleman  supposes 
that  the  opposition  is  because  of  some  acts  they 
have  done.  I  don't  know  what  he  refers  to. 
But  I  oppose  these  other  increases  on  the  ground 
that  I  think  we  have  done  enough  for  the  Police 
Department  this  year  in  the  way  of  increase  of 
salaries.  If  these  gentlemen  were  entitled  to  an 
increase  of  salary  they  would  have  come  in  for 
it  when  the  other  increases  were  given,  and  not 
wait  until  now.  If  they  had  done  that  they  would 
have  obtained  an  increase  if  they  had  been  en- 
titled to  it.  As  far  as  the  situation  of  affairs  be- 
ing parallel  in  the  cities  which  have  been  men- 
tioned, I  think  the  gentleman  is  at  fault.  If  he 
had  considered  he  would  have  remembered  that 
New  York  is  four  times  as  large  as  Boston ; 
Brooklyn  is  three  times  as  large,  Chi- 
cago is  twice  as  large,  and  Philadelphia 
is  twice  as  large.  So  the  amounts  paid  for 
'  the  officers  in  those  cities  can  furnish  no  just 
comparison,  as  will  be  readily  seen.  I  don't 
think  we  should  pay  the  salary  of  any  but  the 
assistant  inspectors,  who  are  men  picked  out 
for  special  work,  on  account  of  special  efficiency. 
Under  the  circumstances  I  don't  think  they 
should  be  paid  less  money  than  the  men  from 
whom  they  are  picked  out.  I  shall  vote  to  pay 
them  this  additional  sum,  and  I  shall  vote 
against  the  other  matters  here  because  I  see  no 
reason  why  the  other  salaries  should  be  ad- 
vanced. I  think  we  have  done  enough  for  this 
year  in  the  line  of  advancing  salaries — we  have 
done  too  much. 

Mr.  Gomez — As  for  the  superintendent  of  po- 
lice; of  Brooklyn  and  some  other  cities  getting 
$6000,  that  is  not  an  ar  gument  why  we  should 
increase  the  salary  of  our  superintendent  of 
police  today,  for  the  simple  reason  that  I  figure 
it  out  that  we  are  paying  out  for  the  head  of 
our  Police  Department  something  like  $15,000  a 
year.  The  superintendent  of  police  in  Brook- 
lyn does  the  executive  police  work  for  the  en- 
tire city,  while  we  not  only  have  a  superinten- 
dent, but  three  commissioners  who  get  $4000 
apiece. 

-    Mr.   W  hall— It  is  the  same  in   New    York 
where  they  pay  $6000. 

Mr.  Gomez— So  I  think  that  Boston  is  paying 
enough  for  its  executive  police  work.  We 
might  pass  this  order  this  evening,  but  we  have 
no  assurance  that  the  Police  Board  will  con- 
firm our  action.  Some  one  may  rise  and  tell  us 
that  the  Board  of  Police  have  promised  that  if 
this  ordinance  is  passed  they  will  confirm 
it.  If  I  may  be  permitted  to  quote  from  a 
gentleman  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen — and 
a  Republican,  too— a  gentleman  who,  in  my 
opinion,  stands  well  for  speaking  the  truth— I 
should  be  tempted  to  say  that  the  Police  Board 
does  not  rate  very  high  for  truth  and  veracity. 
The  gentleman  I  refer  to  is  Mr.  Aid.  N.  G. 
Smith.  He  told  me  here  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  that  the  Board  of  Police  had  promised  him 
and  had  pledged  themselves  that  they  would 
not  endorse  any  increase  of  pay  for  the  Police 
Department  this  year,  neither  for  the  lieu- 
tenants, sergeants,  patrolmen,  nor  any  others, 
and  for  that  reason  last  year  he  interested  him- 
self in  an  order  raising  the  pay  of  the  police 
captains,  because  the  Police  Commissioners  in- 
sisted that  they  should  not  raise  the  pay  of  the 
others,  neither  last  year  nor  this.  When  I 
told  him  that  the  Police  Commissioners  told 
me  that  they  would  endorse  the  raising 
of  the  pay  of  the  police  lieutenants,  he  said: 
"If  that  is  the  case  they  don't  stand  very 
high  in  my  opinion  for  truthful  gentlemen, 
because  they  told  me  different  this  year."  The 
gentlemen  of  the  Police  Board  told  me  that 
they  would  not  indorse  raising  the  pay  of  pa- 
trolmen and  sergeants  this  year.  I  was  with 
them  for  two  hours  trying  to  talk  it  into  them, 
and  they  insisted  that  it  should  not  be  done; 
but  they  did  it,  and  consequently,  when  I  am 
told  they  will  indorse  this.  I  believe  tnej  speaK 
the  truth  as  much  as  when  they  told  me  they 
would  not  indorse  the  others.  Consequently  we 
have  no  assurance  that  they  will  indorse  this 
ordinance  if  ir  is  passed.  In  regard  to  the  po- 
lice inspectors  I  should  be  perfectly  willing  to 
see  those  men  get  their  pay  increased.  I  should 
not  object  to  seeing  the  clerk  of  the  superinten- 
dent get  his  pay  raised,  because  I  think  he 
should  receive  the  same  pay  as  the  clerk  of  the 
board.  When  the  Board  of  Police  was 
forced  upon  us  by  the  Legislature,  the 
salaries  of  the  clerk  of  the  board  and  the 
clerk  of  the  superintendent  were  the  same,  and 
the  first  thing  that  was  done  was  to  increase  the 
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salary  of  the  clerk  of  the  Board  a  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  permit  him  to  have  two  assistants, 
while  Mr.  Ryan's  salary  remains  the  same.  But 
after  all  that  I  do  not  helieve  this  ordinance 
should  pass  as  it  stands.  There  was  an  opportu- 
nity to  raise  the  pay  of  these  gentlemen  once. 
That  opportunity  was  offered  to  the  Board  of 
Police,  and  I  am  the  individual  who  did  it,  and 
the  Police  Board  told  me  that  they  would  not 
endorse  it.  I  move  as  an  amendment  that  the 
entire  matter  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  declared 
carried.  Mv.  Whall  doubted  the  vote,  and  the 
Council  waj  divided. 

While  the  vote  was  being  taken,  Mr.  Fowler 
raised  the  point  of  order  that .  the  tellers  were 
counting  members  who  were  not  in  their  seats. 

The  President  ruled  the  point  of  order  well 
taken. 

The  division  was  completed,  20  in  favor,  14 
against,  and  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was 
declared  carried.  Mr.  Whall  doubted  the  vote 
and  asked  for  a  verification  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Wilson— On  that  motion  I  believe  I  have 
Ave  minutes  for  debate.  I  regret,  exceedingly, 
that  I  am  obliged  to  vote  against  this  ordinance. 
I  shall  vote  to  lay  it  on  the  table.  I  do  so  with 
considerale  regret,  because  I  should  like  to  vote 
to  increase  the  salaries  of  all  police  officers  of 
the  city  of  Boston,  if  by  so  doing  it  would  add  to 
their  ability  and  zeal  in  the  preservation  of  or- 
der in  the  city  of  Boston.  But  I  do  not  think  it 
would  do  so.  I  think  we  have  gone  far 
enough  in  raising  salaries  throughout  the 
city  departments  this  year.  In  the  past 
two  or  three  years  we  have  increased 
salaries  to  the  amount  of  $300,000.  If  that  suni 
had  been  used  to  employ  additional  labor,  or  to 
employ  additional  police  force,  I  claim  that  the 
money  would  have  been  well  spent,  and  the 
work  of  the  city  of  Boston  would  have  been 
carried  on  much  more  rapidly  than  I  believe  it 
done  today.  Whiie  we  have  increased  these 
salaries  §300,000,  we  ha*,  e  been  obliged  to  in- 
crease our  valuation  sixty-five  millions  in  two 
years,  .whereas  in  the  five  years  before  that  we 
only  increased  our  valuation  fifteen  millions. 
Under  tnose  circumstances  I  do  not  feel  that  I 
oan  vote  for  this  increase  of  salary  for  these 
officers,  although  under  other  circumstances  I 
should  be  glad  to  do  so.  I  know  none  of  the  in- 
dividuals mentioned.  I  do  not  believe  in  the 
amendment  which  has  been  offered,  but  I  do  be- 
lieve in  downing  the  whole  thing. 

Mr.  Leary — I  desire  to  say  that  I  vote  against 
this  ordinance  not  on  account  of  the  South  Bos- 
ton matter,  which  was  referred  to,  I  helieve, 
but  because  I  believe  these  officers  are  receiv- 
ing enough.  One  word  in  regard  to  Philadel- 
phia. There  they  pay  their  superintendent  of 
police  $3500,  but  they  pay  their  patrolmen  $900. 
Now.  I  believe  these  officers  receive  enough 
salary.  We  have  manv  officers  in  the  depart- 
ment receiving  less  than  $3000  who  do  a  great 
deal  more  work  than  these  officers  do  for  the 
city  of  Boston.  I  hope  the  ordinance  will  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Whitmoee— I  shall  vote  against  laying  on 
the  table  because  I  think  we  have  made  up  our 
minds  whether  the  ordinance  should  be  nassed 
or  not.  Laying  it  on  the  table  will  be  only  the 
means  of  inviting  another  discussion.  I  shall 
vote  against  laying  it  on  the  table,  so  that  the 
Council  may  put  itself  on  record  now,  as  I  think 
they  areas  fully  preparedto  do  so  as  they  will  be. 

Mr.  Cochran— I  am  not  as  a  rule  opposed  to 
increasing  salaries,  but  I  think  we  shall  make  a 
grave  mistake  indeed  if  we  continue  to  go  on 
increasing  the  salaries  of  all  those  who  may  ask 
for  it.  Now  I  think  that  such  a  course  will  re- 
act against  the  party  that  does  it,  and  also 
against  those  who  are  asking  for  the  increase, 
because  I  cannot,  for  the  life  of  me,  see  where 
all  this  money  is  coming  from.  We  have  money 
lying  idle  in  the  treasury,  to  the  credit  of  dif- 
ferent departments,  and  yet  we  have  not  a  cent 
with  which  to  do  work  which  is  absolutely 
necessary,  and  for  which  the  community  is  suf- 
fering. I  think  it  is  time  for  this  Council  to 
call  a  halt  in  this  increasing  of  salaries,  and  to 
try  and  see  if  we  cannot  raise  money  with 
which  to  employ  those  who  need  work,  and  in 
that  way  to  do  what  is  needed  to  be  done,  and 
which  will  benefit  the  community  instead  Oi  a 
few  individuals. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost;  yeas  22,  nays 
26: 

Yeas— Carroll,    Cochran,    Connolly,    Davern, 


Gomez.  Kelley,  Kennedy,  Ladd.  McEnaney, 
McNary,  J.  J.  Murphy,  O'Mealey.  Perkins,  E.  J. 
Powers,  Reilly,  Short,  E.  Sullivan,  R.  Suliivan, 
Teevens,  Tuttle,  Whall,  Wilson— 22. 

Nays— Atwoocl.  Blume,  Bowman.  Burr.  Cham- 
berlain. Dolan.  Fisher,  Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost, 
J.  Gallagher,  Harrington.  Hayes,  Keiiher.  Lat- 
timore,  Leary,  Light,  Mahoney,  F.  R.  Morrison, 
W.  H.  Murphy,  Perry,  Sanger,  Shaw,  Thayer, 
Tracy,  Whitmore— 26. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Barry.Carstensen, Clark, 
Coleman.  Coyle,  Desmond.  Dewey,  Duggan, 
Dunn,  Foss.  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Haggerty,  Lauten, 
McKenna,  F.  Morison,  J.  Murphy,  Norton.  Nu- 
nan.  C.  C.  Powers.  Richards,  Snow,  J.  H.  Sulli- 
van, Sundberg.  Webster— 24. 

Mr.  Leary  moved  to  indefinitely  postpone  the 
whole  matter. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  the  previous  question. 

The  Council  refused  to  order  the  main  ques- 
tion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered,  and  the  motion  to  indefinitely 
postpone  was  carried ;  yeas  27,  nays  22 : 

Yeas— Carroll,  Cochran,  Coyle,  Davern,  Frost, 
Gomez,  Kelley,  Kennedy,  Ladd,  Lattimore, 
Leary,  McNary,  F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  J.  Murphy, 
W.  H.  Murphy,  O'Mealey,  Perkins,  E.  J.  Powers, 
Reilly,  Short,  E.  Sullivan,  ,R.  Sullivan,  Teevens, 
Thayer,  Tracy,  Tuttle,  Wilson— 27, 

Nays — Atwood.  Blume,  Bowman,  Burr,  Cham- 
berlain, Dolan,  Fisher,  Fottler,  Fowler,  J.  Gal- 
lagher, Harrington,  Hayes,  Keiiher,  Light,  Ma- 
honey, Nunan,  Perry,  Sanger,  Shaw,  Snow, 
Whall,  Whitmore— 22. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Barry.Carstensen,  Clark, 
Coleman,  Connolly,  Desmond,  Dewey,  Duggan, 
Dunn,  Foss,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Haggerty,  Lauten, 
McEnaney.  McKenna,  F.  Morison,  J.  Murphy, 
Norton,  C.  C.  Powers,  Richards,  J.  H.  Sullivan, 
Sundberg,  Webster— 23. 

Mr.  McNary  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.  Notice 
sent  up. 

'      SATURDAY  HALF  HOLIDAYS. 

Mr.  Connolly  called  up  No.  18,  viz.: 
Notice  of  motion   to   reconsider  the  vote  on 
the  passage  of  the  order  concerning  the  continu- 
ance of  the  Saturday  half  holiday  during  the 
winter  months. 

The  President— The  gentleman  is  not  in 
order.  The  gentleman  who  gave  the  notice 
should  make  the  motion  to  reconsider,  and  that 
is  not  in  order  now. 

THE  FRANK  JONES  CLAIM. 

Mr.  Carroll  called  up  the  past  assignment, 
viz.  : 

21.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  and  order 
to  pay  Frank  Jones  &  Son  the  further  sum  of 
$500,  m  full  settlement  for  extra  work  and  ex- 
pense on  account  of  their  contract  for  mason 
work  on  primary  schoolhouse,  Harrison  avenue. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question 
came  on  giving  the  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wilson— Before  we  come  to  a  vote  I  trust 
that  some  one  on  the  Committee  on  Claims  will 
explain  this  matter  fully,  so  that  we  may  know 
what  we  are  voting  upon. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  giving  the 
order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wilson— If  there  is  present  no  member  of 
the  Committee  on  Claims  who  will  explain  this 
matter,  I  move  to  lay  the  order  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Keliher— This  is  a  unanimous  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Claims.  Mr,  .Jones  has  had  a 
claim  against  the  city  of  Boston  for  three  or 
four  years,  and  it  has  been  hanging  fire  in  the 
Committee  on  Claims.  The  original  claim  was 
for  $2600.  Some  members  of  the  committee 
were  in  favor  of  giving  him  more  than  $500,  but 
after  a  great  many  meetings  and  a  great  deal  of 
argument  this  sum  has  been  agreed  upon  as  a 
compromise  and  it  is  a  unanimous  report- 
Mr.  McNary— I  had  intended  to  say  consider- 
able on  this  claim,  but  on  thinking  the  matter 
over  I  concluded  that  might  prejudice  the  case. 
I  had  something  to  say  about  it  last  year  and 
presented  some  facts.  It  is  nothing  more  or  less 
than  thai  the  man  was  delayed  on  his  work 
by  the  failure  of  a  schooner  to  arrive 
with  brick  and  for  some  other  reasons. 
I  believe  it  is  a  fact  that  one  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  who  last  year 
thought  the  claim  was  a  preposterous  one,  and 
that  to  pay  it  would  he  a  robbery  of  the  city, 
has,  after  full  investigation,  como  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  claim  is  a  just  one.  That  being  the 
case,  if  he  has  departed  from  his  previous  stand. 


SEPTEMBER     29,     1887 


830 


point,  I  believe  it  is  sufficient  for  every  mem- 
ber here  to  act  upon.  I  shall  vote  for  this, 
because  I  think  the  claim  is  a  just  one.  I  would 
vote  for  it  as  quickly  if  it  were  $1000,  as  I  shall 
vote  for  $500. 

Mr.  Carroll— I  happen  to  know  a  little  about 
this  claim,  and  the  amount  of  trouble  the  man 
had,  and  I  think  he  is  entitled  to  the  amount 
the  Committee  on  Claims  has  reported.  I  hope 
we  will  pass  the  order  so  that  he  may  have 
his  bill  paid  as  soon  as  possible.  I  think  the 
Council  should  take  it  into  consideration,  and 
act  upon  it  while  we  have  it  before  us. 

Mr.  Blume— It  may  be  due  from  me,  as  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Claims  on  the  part  of 
the  Council,  to  speak  of  the  way  this  claim  was 
presented.  I  think  it  has  been  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims  for  two  or  three  years,  and  it 
was  pushed  with  great  pertinacity  for  $2500  or 
$2600.  After  hearing  the  evidence  I  was  satisfied 
that  the  claim  was  a  preposterously,  large  one. 
There  was  a  great  deal  of  evidence,  taking  a 
great  deal  of  the  time  of  the  committee,  the 
party  making  the  full  claim,  and  the  offi- 
cers of  the  city  contending  that  there 
was  no  such  claim.  '  In  fact  the  city  archi- 
tect claimed  that  there  was  nothing  due  Mr. 
Jones.  With  such  conflicting  evidence  pro  and 
con,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  a  very  hard  case,  we 
came  to  the  conclusion,  which  juries  in  a  court 
of  justice  have  very  often  done,  and  compro- 
mised. That  is  all  there  is  to  be  said  about  this 
claim.  It  is  a  compromise  verdict.  Some  mem- 
bars  of  the  committee  would  have  stood  it  out, 
and  not  given  Mr.  Jones  a  cent,  believing  he 
was  not  entitled  to  anything,  Other  members 
were  inclined  to  give  him  half  the  amount 
claimed,  and  some  favored  giving  the  whole 
amount,  which  was  a  considerable  sum.  How- 
ever, in  view  of  the  conflicting  evidence  in  the 
case  we  voted  to  give  Mr.  Jones  $500  to  get  rid 
of  him. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading, 
and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Carroll  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended and  the  order  passed  in  concurrence. 
Mr.  Keliher  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

Mr.  Keliher  called  up  No.  22,  viz. : 

Order  for  a  transfer  of  $500  from  the  reserved 
fund  to  the  appropriation  for  primary  school- 
house,  Harrison  avenue, 

Mr.  Whall— I  move  to  assign  to  the  next 
meeting ;  it  is  doubtful  if  we  have  48  votes. 

Mr.  Keliher— I  withdraw  the  motion. 

WOODEN  'BUILDINGS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Keliher  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended and  he  submitted  sundry  reports  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Department  for 
Inspection  of  Buildings,  which  were  acted  on 
as  follows: 

Report  and  order — That  the  inspector  of  build- 
ings be  authorized  to  issue  a  permit  to  Old  Col- 
ony Railroad  Company  to  build,  outside  the 
building  limits,  a  wooden  building  on  Foundry 
street,  rear  of  Old  Colony  railroad,  Ward  13,  in 
excess  of  range  allowed,  and  without  the  inter- 
vention or  construction  of  a  brick  wall  as  re- 
quired by  the  ordinances,  and  in  accordance 
with  an  application  on  file  in  the  Department 
for  the  Inspection  of  Buildings,  said  building  to 
be  occupied  for  storage  purposes. 

Report  accepted,  order  read  twice  and  passed. 
Sent  up. 

Also  reports  and  orders  in  above  form  for  per- 
mits to  erect  wooden  buildings  as  follows: 

The  Boston  Cordage  Company,  on  East  Sixth 
street,  Nos.  757-761,  Ward  11,  for  storage. 

Henry  Kelly,  173  Dudley  street,  Ward  21,  for 
laundry  purposes. 

Reports  severally  accepted,  orders  read  twice, 
and  passed  in  concurrence. 

Mr.  Carroll— I  would  like  to  ask  the  commit- 
tee how  many  of  these  buildings  for  which  the 
permits  have  just  been  granted  have  been  con- 
structed? To  my  knowledge  I  have  seen  build- 
ings put  up  and  the  orders  for  the  permits  after- 
wards put  in  to  the  government. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall  it  was  voted  that  the 
balance  of  the  reports  submitted  by  Mr.  Keliher 
be  acted  on  together,  viz. : 

Report  and  order— That  the  Inspector  of  Build- 
ings lie  authorized  to  issue  a  permit  to  M.  J. 
Mullen  to  build  outside  the  buildingl  limits,  a 
wooden  addition  to  building  on  24  Blue-hill 
avenue,  Ward  20,  in  excess  of  size  allowed,  and 
without  the  construction  of  a  brick  wall  as  re- 
quired by  the  ordinances,  and  in  accordance 
with  an  application  on  file  in  the  Department 
for  the  Inspection  of  Buildings ;  said  addition  to 


be  occupied  for  a  wagon  shed,  main  building  oc- 
cupied for  stable. 

Reports  and  orders  in  same  form  as  above  for 
permits  as  follows : 

Joseph  M.  Towle,  wooden  addition  on  rear  of 
230  Border  street,  Ward  2,  for  wagon  storage, 
main  building  for  coal  storage. 

James  Page,  wooden  addition  on  rear  of  118 
Boylston  street.  Ward  23,  for  storage  of  coal, 
main  building  for  stores  and  offices. 

The  Boston  Cordage  Company,  on  East  Sixth 
street,  Nos.  749-755,  Ward  14,  for  storage,  main 
building  for  storage. 

Atlantic  Works,  two  wooden  additions  on  60- 
76  Border  street,  Ward  2,  for  storage. 

The  Boston  Cordage  Company,  on  East 
Seventh  street  rear  No.  760,  Ward  14,  for 
storage. 

HughNawn,  wooden  addition  rear  of  Blue- 
hill  avenue  near  Savin  street,  Ward  21,  for  a 
stable. 

The  reports  were  severally  accepted  and  the 
orders  read  by  their  titles  and  passed. 

Mr.  Keliher  moved  to  reconsider  the   action 
on  all  his  reports  and  orders ;  lost.    Sent  up. 
petition. 

Mr.  Atwo-  d  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Gray  and  L.  W.  Clark  for  leave  to  build  a 
wooden  building  on  rear  146  Condor  street,  Ward 
1.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Inspection  of 
Buildings 

Mr.  Blume  asked  that  the  rule  be  suspended 
that  he  might  present  sundry  reports. 

Mr.  Whall— I  hope  we  will  not  suspend  the 
rule.  We  have  only  one  or  two  more  numbers 
of  unfinished  business  to  dispose  of. 

Mr.  Blume— I  withdraw  the  motion. 
unfinished  business— resumed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WthalL  Nos.  16  and  17  were 
assigned  to  the  next  meeting  at  8  o'clock,  viz. : 

16.  Order  for  a  transfer  of  $25,000  from  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  House  of  Industry  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Home  for  Paupers,  Long  Island. 

17.  Order  for  a  transfer  of  $1000  from  the 
reserved  fund  to  the  appropriation  for  inspec- 
tion of  buildings. 

SATURDAY  HALF  HOLIDAYS. 

The  President— No.  18  on  the  calendar. 
Notices  of  motions  for  reconsideration. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  move  to  take  up  order  22  on  the 
calendar. 

The  President— Notices  of  motions  for  recon- 
sideration are  in  order.  Mr.  Ladd  calls  up  No. 
22  on  the  calendar. 

Mr.  Whall— I  hope  that  motion  will  not  pre- 
vail. The  time  has  come  for  notices  of  motion 
for  reconsideration.  For  the  gentleman's  infor- 
mation I  would  state  that  unless  that  motion  is 
made  at  the  present  time  it  lapses,  and  the 
paper  will  go  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  next 
week. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  make  a  motion  to  suspend  the 
rule,  that  the  Council  may  take  up  No.  22. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  say  that  Mr. 
Bl  time's  reports  are  first  to  be  considered.  The 
Chair  will  say  that  as  Mr.  Ladd  does  not  now 
make  the  motion  to  take  up  No.  18  on  reconsid- 
eration [18.  Notice  of  motion  to  reconsider  the 
vote  on  the  passage  of  the  order  concerning  the 
continuance  of  the  Saturday  half  holiday,  dur- 
ing the  winter  months],  the  Chair  will  now  di- 
rect the  clerk  to  send  the  paper  to  the  Board  of 
Aldermen. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  understood  that  there  was  other 
business  before  the  Council  when  this  order  No. 
18  was  reached,  and  therefore  1  did  not  make  the 
motion.  I  do  not  waive  my  right  to  make  it.  I 
claim  my  right  to  make  it.  I  understood  from 
the  Chair  that  Mr.  Blume  had  some  reports  to 
present,  and  that  they  were  first  in  order. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  say  that  Mr. 
Whall  moved  to  take  up  Nos.  16  and  17,  and  had 
them  assigned  to  the  next  meeting.  At  that 
stage,  the  orders  having  been  assigned,  the  Chair 
called  for  No.  18  on  the  calendar,  which  was 
the  notice  of  motion  for  reconsideration.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  10,  instead  of  calling  for 
No.  18,  as  he  should  have  done,  called  for  No.  22. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  understood  the  Chair  to  say  that 
Mr.  Blume  had  offered  some  orders.  If  I  was  in 
error- 
Mr.  Whitmore— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  decision  of  the  Chair,  not  having  been  ap- 
pealed from  when  the  question  was  decided,  all 
this  discussion  is  out  of  order,  and  the  only 
proper  thing  to  do  is  to  proceed  with  the  busi- 
ness before  the  Council. 
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Mr.  Ladd— Mr.  President. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken.    The  question  is  on  suspending  the  rule. 

Mr.  Ladd— Mr.  President. 

The  President— Mr.  Ladd  of  Ward  10. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  did  not  understand  that  motions 
for  reconsideration  had  been  reached,  because 
Mr.  Blume  offered  his  reports  before  Nos.  1G  and 
17  were  called  for  and  taken  up. 

Mr.  Whimore— 1  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

The  President— The  Chair  desires  to  be  fair 
in  the  matter,  and  will  once  more  state  the  mat- 
ter as  it  stands.  Mr.  Whall  moved  to  take  up 
Nos.  16  and  17  on  the  calendar  and  assign  them 
to  the  next  meeting,  and  both  orders  were  as- 
signed. Meanwhile  Mr.  Blume  presented  his 
reports,  and  the  Chair  then  called  for  the  no- 
tices of  motions  for  reconsideration. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  did  not  understand  the  Chair  to 
call  for  the  reconsideration. 

The  President — The  Chair  distinctly  called 
for  notices  of  motions  for  reconsideration  and  no 
response  came ;  and  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
10  got  the  floor  and  called  for  No.  22 ;  and  the 
Chair  instructed  the  clerk  to  read  Mr.  Blurne's 
reports,  which  were  in  the  hands  of  the  clerk. 

Mr.  Ladd— Mr.  President,  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  7  distinctly  raised  the  point  of  order 
that— 

Mr.  Whitmore— Mr.  President. 

The  President — Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  It 
seems  tome  that  the  Chair  having  decided  the 
matter  some  five  minutes  ago,  I  insist  that  the 
regular  order  of  business  should  be  proceeded 
with. 

Mr.  Sanger— Mr.  President,  on  that  motion— 

The  President— The  Chair  will  order  the 
clerk  to  take  up  the  papers  presented  by  Mr. 
Blume. 

Mr.  Ladd— Mr.  President,  I  claim  the  floor  for 
a  personal  explanation. 

The  President— Mr.  Ladd  rises  to  a  personal 
explanation. 

Mr.  Whall— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  the 
gentleman  is  not  entitled  to  the  floor  for  a  per- 
sonal explanation.  He  can  have  the  floor  for  a 
question  of  privilege  upon  a  matter  reflecting 
upon  himself  or  upon  the  members  of  this  body, 
but  we  can  do  without  any  superfluous  gab 
which  he  may  volunteer. 

Mr.  Ladd— It  is  not  necessary  for  the  gentle- 
men from  Ward  7  and  Ward  12  to  instruct  me 
what  my  rights  and  duties  are  here,  and  I  un- 
derstand my  duties  here  perfectly.  I  rise  to  a 
question  of  privilege,  and  under  the  rules  of 
this  body  I  desire  to  proceed. 

The  President— 1  he  gentleman  will  proceed 
to  state  his  question  of  privilege. 

Mr.  Leaky— I  raise  the  question  that  under 
our  custom  the  gentleman  must  first  state  his 
question  of  privilege. 

Mr.  Ladd— As  soon  as  I  am  given  an  oppor- 
tunity, I  should  be  glad  to  do  it. 

The  President— The  gentleman  from  Ward 

10  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  understood  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  7  to  ask  as  a  favor  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  11  that  he  might  have  Nos.  10  and  17  con- 
sidered before  the  matters  put  in  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  11  were  considered,  and' that 
that  favor  was  extended  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  11. 

Mr.  Leary — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I  don't 
believe  this  Council  should  be  detained  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  10,  who  is  not  stating 
any  question  of  personal  privilege. 

Mr.  Ladd— He  certainly  is. 

Mr.  Leary— I  am  not  going  to  sit  here  and 
listen  to  all  this  gibberish. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  am  annoyed  and  disgusted,  and 
the  gentleman  has  certainlv  given  me  cause  to 
rise  to  a  question  of  privilege,  if  I  had  not  one 
before.  I  am  sorry  to  be  compelled  to  stand 
here,  and  I  am  disgusted  while  I  stand  here,  and 
listen  to  the  foul  language  which  the  gentleman 
uses  and  disgraces  this  chamber  by  using.  It 
does  not  apply  to  me  in  any  sense  whatever,  and 
any  gentlemon  here  knows  it  does  not  apply  to 
me.  It  only  dirties  the  mouth  that  utters  it. 
Mr.  President,  I  understood  the  favor  to  be 
granted  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11  to  the 
gentleman  from  "Ward  7,  and  I  understood  that 
the  reports  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 

11  would  be  the  next  business  in  order  before 
the  Council. 

Mr.  Leary— Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order. 
Mr.  Ladd— And  therefore— 


Mr  Leary— This  matter  does  not  concern  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  10  personally  any  more 
than  it  does  any  other  member.  I  don't  see  any 
question  of  privilege  in  what  he  is  talking  about, 
and  I  don't  believe  any  other  member  of  the 
Council  can  see  any  question  of  privilege  in  his 
remarks. 

The  President— The  Chair  is  trying  to  ascer- 
tain whether  the  gentleman  was  stating  a  ques- 
tion of  privilege.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  10 
will  proceed. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  did  not  suppose  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  13  would  be  expected  to  see  very  far 
into  a  millstone,  and  I  don't  believe  anybody 
can  be  induced  to  believe  that  he  can.  The 
point  is  just  this :  From  the  statement  made  by 
the  Chair  I  appear  to  have  been  remiss  in  my 
duties  here,  and  I  was  explaining  why  I  did  not 
insist  upon  making  my  motion  to  reconsider  at 
that  time.  It  is  certainly  a  question  of  privilege 
for  me  to  explain  my  position,  and  to  show  that 
whatever  may  be  the  position  of  the  Chair,  I 
certainly  was  innocent  in  supposing  that  I  had 
ample  opportunity  to  move  the  reconsideration 
afterward.  I  supposed  I  was  diligent  in  per-, 
forming  my  duties.  It  was  clear  to  my  mind 
that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11  granted  the 
privilege  asked  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7; 
and  supposing  that  the  reports  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  11  would  be  next  in  the  order  of 
business,  I  say  that  to  spring,  in  advance  of  it, 
matters  on  the  calendar,  thus  extending  the 
privilege  which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  n 
had  extended  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7,  I 
say  is  pre-eminently  unfair.  If  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  11  will  say  that  he  intended  to  waive 
his  privilege  indefinitely,  then  I  will  say  I  was 
wrong. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  must  interrupt  the  gentle- 
man and  insist  upon  my  point  of  order,  that  we 
should  proceed  with  the  business.  The  record 
will  show  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  has 
lost  his  privilege  of  moving  the  reconsideration, 
and  that  he  himself— 

Mr.  Ladd— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  is  not  talking  to  any 
matter  before  the  Council. 

Mr.  Whitmore— That  is  true,  because  I  am 
speaking  of  the  mistake  of  the  sentleman  from 
Ward  10.  I  agree  that  that  does  not  concern  the 
Council  in  the  slightest  degree. 

The  President— The  clerk  will  now  take  up 
the  papers  presented  by  Mr.  Blume. 


Mr.  Blume,  for  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
submitted  reports  recommending  leave  to  with- 
draw on  the  following  petitions. 

S.  C.  Currier  &  Co.,  to  be  paid  .$50  for  damage 
to  their  horse,  caused  by  an  alleged  defective 
sewer  cover  in  Congress  street,  Julv  19,  1887. 

Andrew  H.  Murphy,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  the  building  leased  by  him  on  Dim- 
ock  street,  said  injury  having  been  caused  by 
the  employees  of  the  city  in  blasting. 

Reports  severally  accepted.    Sent  up. 

common  and  public  grounds. 

Mr.  Blume  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds: 

Report  on  the  order  requesting  the  superin- 
tendent of  Common,  etc.,  to  repair  the  fence 
around  Winthrop  Square— That  no  action  is  nec- 
essary as  the  matter  has  been  attended  to. 

Accepted.    Sent  up,      _. 

Report  on  the  communication  (referred  by  the 
Common  Council)  from  the  Water  Board  relative 
to  the  transfer  of  the  reservoir  on  Telegraph 
Hill  to  the  Department  of  Common  and  Public 
Grounds— That  in  their  opinion  itis  inexpedient 
to  make  such  transfer. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  E.  M.  White  and 
others,  for  permission  to  hold  open  meet- 
ings m  certain  squares  and  street  junc- 
tions in  the  city  of  Boston— Recommend- 
ing reference  of  the  same  to  His  Honor  the 
Mayor,  in  whom  the  power  to  grant  such  per- 
mission is  vested  by  Chapter  42,  Section  11,  of 
the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1885. 

Report  accepted.    Sent  up. 
petition. 

Mr.  Blume  presented  the  petition  of  Gilbert  G. 
Wilder,  for  leave  to  remove  at  his  own  expense 
a  tree  in  front  of  his  house,  5G7  Warren  street. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds. 

Adjourned,  at  10.30  P.M.,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Whall, 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Monday.  Oct.  3, 1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
4  o'clock  P.M..  Aid.  Donovan,  chairman,  presid- 
ing.   Absent— Aid.  Bromwich. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  McLaughlin  the  reading  of 
the  record  of  last  meeting  was  dispensed  with. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Three  grand  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  United 
States  Circuit  Court. 

HEARINGS   ON  ORDERS   OF  NOTICE. 

1.  On  petition  of  George  Mack,  for  leave  to 
project  a  bay  window  from  building  No.  1  Long- 
wood  avenue. 

2.  On  petition  of  Adams  Real  Estate  Trust,  for 
leave  to  project  four  bay  windows  from  building 
corner  of  Boylston  and  Tremont  streets. 

No  objections.  Referred  to  Committee  on  In- 
spection of  Buildings  (Aid.) 

THE   SEWER  APPROPRIATION. 

The  following  was  received,  and,  on  motion  of 
Aid.  Lee,  referred  to  Committee  on  Finance : 
Executive  Department,  ) 
Oct.  3, 1887.  J 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  again  appeal 
to  the  City  Council  for  an  additional  appropria- 
tion for  the  Sewer  Department.  But  a  few 
weeks  more  can  be  utilized  for  the  building  of 
sewers,  as  the  superintendent  will  be  compelled 
to  stop  work  about  the  middle  of  November.  I 
feel  that  many  nuisances  will  exist  throughout 
the  winter  unless  some  of  these  sewers  are  com- 
pleted, and  the  Sewer  Department  has  now 
reached  that  point  in  its  appropriation  where  all 
new  work  must  be  suspended. 

The  Board  of  Aldermen  have  passed  numer- 
ous orders  during  the  year  to  build  sewers 
which  are  a  necessity,  but  this  work  cannot  be 
commenced  without  an  additional  appropriation 
Jenclose  a  communication  from  the  head  of  the 
Sewer  Department  which  contains  a  list  of  sew- 
ers which  are  of  most  urgent  necessity.  I 
might  also  add,  from  representations  made  to 
me,  that  I  believe  that  building  operations 
are  seriously  embarrassed  on  account  of 
the  delays  in  completing  sewers.  There 
is  plenty  of  money  which  could  be  transferred, 
without  delaying  other  work,  which  it  appears 
to  me  would  be  a  proper  thing  to  do. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 
Office  of  Superintendent  of  Sewers,  ( 
Boston.  Sept.  29, 1887.  } 

Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Dear  Sir,— I  feel  obliged  to  call  your  attention 
to  the  fact  that  there  are  certain  localities  of  the 
city  actually  suffering  for  want  of  proper  drain- 
age. It  is  a  matter  which  threatens  the  health 
of  these  localities,  and  to  avert  which  I  am  pow- 
erless on  account  of  the  lack  of  appropriation. 

The  following  streets  should  be  provided  with 
sewers  this  fall,  or  suffer  great  inconvenience 
and  danger  to  health  during  the  winter.  There 
are  other  localities,  not  included  in  this  list, 
which  are  in  urgentneed  of  drainage,  but  which 
I  do  not  consider  positively  unhealthy: 

City,  Motte  street. 

City,  Alden  street. 

City,  Haviland  street. 

City,  parts  of  South  Cove. 

South  Boston,  N  street. 

South  Boston,  First  street. 

South  Boston.  Ceylon  street. 

East  Boston,  Gladstone  street. 

East  Boston,  l.c\  dun  si  reet. 

Brighton,  Bennett  street. 

Charlestown,  Austin  street. 

Charlestown,  Caldwell  street. 

Charlestown,  Parker  street. 

Charlestown,  Bunker  Hill  street. 

Roxbury,  Texas  street. 

Roxbury,  Howland  street. 

Roxbury,  Lament  street. 

Roxbury,  Warwick  street. 


Roxbury,  Ward  street. 

Roxbury,  Vancouver  street. 

Roxbury,  Schuyler  street. 

Roxbury,  Fenwick  street. 

Roxbury.  Hulbert  street. 

Roxbury,  Hampshire  street. 

Dorchester,  Carson  street. 

Dorchester,  Midland  street. 

Dorchester,  Gerard  street. 

Dorchester,  Harvard  and  Kilton  streets. 

Dorchester,  Sawyer  avenue. 

Dorchester,  Fuller  street. 

Dorchester,  Dorchester  avenue  (a  small  por- 
tion). 

Dorchester,  Bushnell  street. 

Dorchester,  Part  of  Van  Winkle  street. 

Dorchester,  Part  of  Washington  street. 

Dorchester.  Norton  street. 

To  build  these  sewers,  I  estimate,  would  call 
for  an  expenditure  of  §130,025.  It  is  late  in  the 
season  to  guarantee  that  all  of  these  sewers  be 
built  before  winter,  but  very  much  might  be 
done  if  steps  were  taken  at  once,  and  with  a 
late  fall  most  of  the  localities  could  be  placed 
beyond  cause  of  complaint. 
Yours  respectfully, 

Seth  Perkins, 

Superintendent  of  Sewers. 

Later  in  the  session  Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an 
order— That  the  city  auditor  be  authorized  to 
transfer  the  sum  of  $100,000  from  the  appropri- 
ation for  Library  building,  Dartmouth  street,  to 
the  appropriation  for  sewers. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance,  with  in- 
structions to  report  at  the  next  meeting  of  this 
Board.    Sent  down. 

RECEPTION       OF       GENERAL     PAINE       AND      MR. 

BURGESS. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston,  ) 

Executive  Department,  > 
Oct.  3, 1887.  ) 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,— General  Charles  J.  Paine  of  the 
vacht  Volunteer,  and  her  designer,  Mr.  Edward 
Burgess,  Having  accepted  an  invitation  to  attend 
a  popular  reception  to  be  given  them  at  Faneuil 
Hall  on  Friday,  Oct.  7,  1887,  at  6  o'clock,  P.  M., 
you  are  cordially  invited  to  be  present. 

A  printed  invitation,  giving  admittance  to  the 
platform,  will  be  sent  to  each  member  of  the 
City  Council. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Hugh  O'Brien.  Mayor. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Allen,  the  invitation  was 
accepted.    Sent  down. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston,  ) 

Executive  Department,  J 
Oct.  3, 1887.  ) 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  undersigned  respectfully  petitions  for  the 
use  of  Faneuil  Hall  on  Friday,  Oct.  7,  1887,  at  6 
o'clock  P.  M.,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  a  pub- 
lic meeting.  Hugh  O'Brien, 

Mayor. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall, 
etc. 

Later  in  the  session,  Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  offered 
an  order— That  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  be 
granted  to  the  Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  mayor,  on 
Friday,  Oct. ,7  hist.,  for  the  purpose  of  extending 
courtesies  to  General  Cha.rles  J.  Paine,  the  own- 
er of  the  champion  yacht  Volunteer,  and  to  the 
designer  of  said  yacht,  Edward  Burgess,  Esq.,, 
free  of  expense. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Later  in  the  session  Aid.  Lee  offered  the  fol- 
lewing : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  theCity  Council 
are  due  to  General  Charles  J.  Paine  and  Mr.  Ed- 
ward Burgess  for  their  energy  and  progressive- 
ness  in  promoting  the  success  of  international 
yachting  regattas  and  for  their  victories  over 
their  English  and  Scotch  competitors  for  the 
last  three  successive  years.  The  victory  of  the 
Volunteer  over  the  Thistle  is  of  local  as  well  as 
of  national  importance,  and  the  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton will  ever  hold  in  kindest  remembrance 
Messrs.  Paine  and  Burgess,  who  made  it  possible 
for  our  city  to  have  such  a  great  honor  conferred 
upon  it. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  bo 
presented  to  General  Charles  J.  Paine  and  Mr. 
Edward  Burgess  as  an  expression  of  the  City 
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Council  of  Boston  for  the  victories  of  the  Puri- 
tan, Mayflower  and  Volunteer. 

The  resolve  and  order  were  passed  unani- 
mously, under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  Sent 
down. 

CHAKDON-STREET  SCHOOLHOUSE. 

The  following  was  received : 

Executive  Department,  I 

Oct.  3,  1887.  ) 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,— As  the  School  Committee  refuses 
to  give  up  the  Chardon-street  schoolhouse,  I 
would  respectfully  suggesi  that  the  schoolhouse 
on  Hudson  street,  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
superintendent  of  Public  Buildings,  be  forth- 
with transferred  to  the  Board  of  Police  for  the 
use  of  Dolice  matrons.  This  building  is  very 
desirable  for  the  purpose,  and  it  is  very  im- 
portant that  prompt  action  should  be  taken  in 
the  matter. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Aid.  Allen— This  Board  has  not  yet  received 
any  C'  mmunication  from  the  School  Board  in 
regard  to  the  Chardon-street  schoolhouse,  and 
until  they  send  to  us  a  communication  of  the 
character  stated  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  1  think 
the  message  should  lie  on  the  table. 

On  moiion  of  Aid.  Allen  the  message  of  the 
mayor  wras  laid  on  the  table. 

Later  in  the  session  a  notice  was  received 
from  the  School  Committee  of  their  non-con- 
currence in  the  request  to  surrender  the  Char- 
don-street schoolhouse,  for  the  reason  that  it  is 
needed,  for  the  present  at  least,  for  school  pur- 
poses.   Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Allen  the  message  of  the 
mayor  relating  to  Chardon-street  schoolhouse 
was  taken  from  the  tabie  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

ELECTION  OFFICERS. 

The  following  was  received : 

Executive  Department,  I 
Oct.  3, 1887.  ) 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Aldermen. 
!    Gentlemen,— I  hereby  appoint,  subject  to  your 
approval  and  confirmation,   the  following  pre- 
cinct officers  for  the  year  1887,  to  till  vacancies 
caused  by  resignation  or  ineligibility. 
Respectfully, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Ward  5,  Precinct  2— Joseph  Smith,  27  Winthrop 
street,  as  clerk,  vice  Edward  B.  Wolston,  re- 
signed, Republican. 

Ward  10,  Precinct  1— Thomas  J.  McLaughlin,  5 
Bowdoin  street,  as  clerk,  vice  Daniel  S  Burr- 
ham,  resigned.  Democrat. 

William  H.  McLaughlin  as  deputy  clerk,  vice 
Olney  D.  Bedee,  resigned. 

Ward  10,  Precinct  4— Michael  T.Regan,  4  "A" 
Allston  street,  as  inspector,  vice  E.  T.  Mulligan, 
ineligible. 

William  J.  Hartrey,  3  Oxford  place,  as  deputy 
inspector,  vice  Daniel  Sullivan,  ineligible, 
Democrats. 

Ward  14,  Precinct  5— Charles  F.  McNamara, 
865  East  Broadway,  as  warden,  vice  Henry  M. 
Nash,  ineligible.  Democrats. 

Ward  16,  Precinct  3— John  E.  Murphy,  36 
Seneca  street,  as  inspector,  vice  John  Dugan, 
ineligible.  Democrat. 

Ward  19,  Precinct  2— Edward  J.  O'Brien,  102 
Camden  street,  as  deputy  inspector,  vice 
William  Donnelly,  ineligible. 

Ward  19,  Precinct  3— James  A.  Mitchell,  10 
Church  place,  as  deputy  warden,  vice  Thad- 
deus  T.  Kelly,  ineligible. 

Lorenzo  F.  Papanti,  42  East  Windsor  street,  as 
inspector,  vice  John  F.  Galvin,  ineligible. 

Ward  19,  Precinct  4— Hugh  G.  Maguire,  157 
Roxbury  street,  as  deputy  warden,  vice  Thomas 
F.  Concannon,  ineligible,  (all  Democrats.) 

Laid  over  for  one  week. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE  ON   PETITIONS. 

Upon  the  petition  of  William  Litchfield,  for 
license  to  erect  and  use  a  steam  engine  of  eight- 
horse  power,  at  Rutherford  avenue,  corner  Mil- 
ler street,  Ward  5,  an  order  of  notice  was  passed 
for  a  hearing  thereon  on  Monday,  Oct.  24  inst.  at 
4  P.M. 

PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

To  the  Commuted  on  Public  Lands— Board 
of  Police  for,  an  addition  of  a  strip  of  land  20 


feet  wide  to  the  lot  of  the  police  station  on 
Boylston  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings— 
School  Committee,  that  necessary  repairs  be 
made  in  the  basements  of  the  Hyde  and  Joshua 
Bates  Schoolhouses. 

To  the  Committee  071  Sewers— Ellen  Murphy, 
for  abatement  of  sewer  assessment  against 
estate  98  North  Margin  street. 

R.  Sullivan  et  al.,  for  laying  out  of  the  private 
sewer  in  Thwing  terrace  as  a  public  sewer. 

Alonzo  P.  Clifford,  for  a  sewer  in  Taylor 
street,  Ward  20. 

T.  Quincy  Browne  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in 
Tremont  street,  between  Wait  street  and  Par- 
ker-hill avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police  {Aid.)— Frank 
Dowling,  to  be  paid  for  the  loss  of  fowls  killed 
by  a  dog. 

Mary  McDonald,  to  be  paid  for  loss  of  fowls 
killed  by  dogs,  Sept.  27,  1887. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses— John  F.  Wake- 
field, that  his  daughters  may  appear  and  take 
part  as  musicians  in  their  concert  in  Lvceum 
Hall,  East  Boston,  Nov.  1,  1887. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps— Jane  C.  Wid- 
mer  and  others,  for  public  lamps  on  Rowe  street 
from  Brown  avenue  to  Canterbury  street. 

William  Bassett,  for  lamps  in  Caledonia  street. 

William  Bassett,  for  lamps  in  St.  Paul  street, 
between  Caledonia  and  Famiouth  streets. 
_To  the  Committee  on  Health  (iW.)-D.  B. 
lb  lint,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  brick  building 
for  three  horses  on  rear  Newbury  street,  near 
Boylston  Street,  Ward  11. 

Board  of  Police,  A.  T.  Whiting,  chairman,  for 
leave  to  occupy  a  proposed  brick  building  for 
two  horses  on  Forest  street,  Ward  20. 

Veterinary  Department,  Harvard  University, 
for  leave  to  establish  a  hospital  for  dogs  on 
second  and  third  floors  of  building  50  Village 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall,  etc.— 
Charles  E.  Allen,  for  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall 
from  the  morning  of  Dec.  9  to  the  evening  of 
Dec.  10,  1SS7.  for  the  purpose  of  celebrating  the 
one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Rev. 
Thomas  Hopkins  Gallaudet,  LL.  D. 

Nicholas  Furlong  and  others,  for  the  use  of 
Faneuil  Hall  for  a  public  meeting  on  the  even- 
ing of  Oct.  IS,  1887. 

To  the  Committee  on  Milectric  Wires— Sub- 
urban Light  and  Power  Company,  for  leave  to 
change  the  location  of  28  poles  on  Oak  square 
and  Washington  street,  Brighton. 

James  M.Ballard  and  others,  for  the  removal 
of  the  police  signal  box  on  the  southeast  corner 
of  Bennett  and  Washington  streets. 

Board  of  Fire  Commissioners,  for  leave  to 
erect  and  maintain  a  tire  alarm  telegraph  pole 
on  Appleton  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  the  Department  .tor  the 
Inspection  of  Buildings— 3.  G.  Cooper,  to  be 
allowed  to  construct  the  cellar  bottom  of  a 
building  on  Providence  street,  rear  of  96  Boyl- 
ston street,  at  grade  eight. 

.  To  the  Superintendent  of  Common,  etc. — 
School  Committee,  for  the  removal  of  two  trees 
in  front  of  the  Dillaway  Schoolhouse. 

Mrs.  O.  W.  Rumery  and  others,  that  the  trees 
in  front  of  estates  778,  780,  782  and  790,  Fourth 
street,  South  Boston,  be  properly  trimmed. 

Jesse  Holbrook,  that  the  trees  in  front  of  his 
house,  692  Tremont  street,  be  trimmed. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims-  -Thomas  M. 
Adams,  lor  compensation  for  personal  injuries 
received  Jan.  4,  1887,  from  an  alleged  defect  on 
Columbus  avenue. 

Catherine  B.  Cook,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries received  by  an  alleged  defect  in  East  Con- 
cord street. 

George  T.  Angell,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age done  to  his  estate,  2  Dimock  street,  caused 
by  blasting  on  the  city's  property  adjacent. 

Mrs.  Andrew  H.  Murphy,  for  compensation  for 
damages  to  her  personal  property  on  Dimock 
street. 

The  Winnisimmet  Company,  for  abatement 
of  betterment  assessment. 

Mary  A.  Finneran,  to  be  paid  balance  arising 
from  tax  sale  of  estate  119  George  street,  Rox- 
bury. 

Chester  F.  Sanger,  assignee,  to  be  paid  balance 
arising  f  roni  tax  sale  of  estate  of  Daniel  A.  John- 
son, Blue  Hill  avenue. 

Heirs  of  A.  J.  Bellows,  to  be  refunded  a  part  of 
the  betterment  assessment  on  account  of  laying 
out  the  Marine  Park. 
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To  the  Committee  on  Paving— James  Tuny, 
for  abatement  of  an  assessment  for  edgestones 
and  sidewalk. 

C.  H.  Dill,  2d,  for  leave  to  excavate  under  the 
sidewalk  and  place  four  coal  holes  therein  at 
estates  11  to  17  Eliot  street. 

James  J.  Grace,  for  leave  to  excavate  under 
the  sidewalk  of  estate  on  Harrison  avenue,  off 
Hayward  place,  and  to  place  two  coal  holes 
therein. 

A.  J.  Robinson,  that  Lagrange  street,  "West 
Roxbury,  between  Centre  street  and  the  rail- 
road, be  properly  graded. 

A.J.  Mahoney  and  others,  that  the  plank 
walk  on  Ocean  street  be  extended  to  "Welles 
avenue,  Ward  24. 

James  J.  Grace,  for  leave  to  put  a  freight 
elevator  in  the  sidewalk  at  19  Harrison-avenue 
extension. 

H.  P.  Rankin,  for  leave  to  close  Lowland 
street,  between  Ninth  and  Vale  streets  to  travel 
for  two  weeks,  while  building  drains  to  new 
houses. 

William  Glynn,  for  leave  to  place  two  coal 
chutes  in  the  sidewalk  at  31  and  33  Mercer 
street.  South  Boston. 

Elizabeth  T.  Eldredge,  for  leave  to  place  a 
coal  hole  in  the  sidewalk  at  28  Beacon  street. 

FrederiCK  A.  Smith,  for  leave  to  place  a  coal 
hole  in  the  sidewalk  at  64  Bowdoin  street,  Ward 
10. 

George  E.  Farmer,  for  leave  place  a  bulkhead 
in  the  sidewalk  at  41  South  Eden  street. 

James  J.  Grace,  for  leave  to  place  two  coal 
scuttles  in  the  sidewalk  at  19  Harrison-avenue 
extension. 

For  brick  sidewalks : 

Fanny  and  Maria  P.  Hulbert,  Nos.  94  to  100,  in- 
clusive. Regent  street. 

Dennis  Norton,  19  Smith  street. 

Alexander  D.  McCormack,  Marion  street,  cor- 
ner Marion  place. 

Edward  P.  Merigan,  179  Everett  street,  East 
Boston, 

John  S.  Kemp,  Alaska  street,  corner  Blue-hill 
avenue. 

John  Carr,  Cheney  street,  comer  Elm-hill 
avenue. 

For  edgestones  and  brick  sidewalks : 

John  Curtis.  649  East  Third  street. 

John  Carr,  Elm-hill  avenue,  corner  Cheney 
street. 

Daniel  Swan,  Hammond  street. 

John  S.  Kemp,  Blue-hill  avenue,  corner  Alas- 
ka street. 

Joseph  Feldman,  156  to  162  Huntington 
avenue. 

James  J.  Grace,  19  Harrison  avenue. 

August  Mahrenholz,  169  Paris  street. 

James  C.  Tucker,  superintendent  of  public 
buildings,  to  place  gratings  in  sidewalk  at  Bat- 
tery A  armory  on  IS  ewton,  Newland  and  Pem- 
broke streets. 

MILITARY   C6MPAKY. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  Aid.  Carroll 
presented  a  petition  addressed  to  the  governor, 
and  in  connection  therewith  offered  an  order — 
That  the  petition  of  William  C.  Nugent  and 
other  citizens  and  residents  of  this  city,  that 
they  may  be  accepted  as  one  of  the  militia  com- 
panies of  this  State,  authorized  under  the  pro- 
visions of  Chapter  411  of  the  Acts  of  1887,  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  approved. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Aid. 
Carroll  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

3.  Ordered,  That  there  be  prepared  (A)  by  the 
city  clerk,  under  the  direction  of  Joint  Standing 
CommiUee  on  Ordinances,  a  pamphlet  contain- 
ing a  digest  of  the  laws  relating  to  the  qualifi- 
cation, assessment  and  registration  of  voters, 
and  the  conduct  of  elections  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton. 

Passed  in  Board  of  Aldermen.  Sept.  26,  sent 
down  for  concurrence.  Sept.  29.  came  up  con- 
curred with  this  amendment:  at  A  insert  "and 
printed." 

The  Board  concurred  in  the  amendment. 

4.  Notice  of  indefinite  postponement  of  ordi- 
nance to  amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordi- 
nances of  1885,  relating  to  the  salaries  of  certain 
police  officials.    Placed  on  file. 

5.  Report  of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Common  and  Public  Grounds,  recommending 
reference  to  His  Honor  the  Mayor  of  the  petition 
of  E.  M.  "White  and  others  for  permission  to  hold 


open-air  meetings  in  certain  square?  and  street 
junctions. 

Accepted  and  said  reference  ordered  in  con- 
currence. 

6.  Report  of  the  same  committee,  no  action 
necessary  on  the  order  requesting  the  superin- 
tendent of  Common,  etc.,  to  repair  the  fence 
around  Winthrop  square. 

Accepted  in  concurrence. 

7.  Report  of  the  same  committee,  inexpedient 
to  make  the  transfer,  on  the  communication 
from  the  Water  Board,  relative  to  the  transfer 
of  the  reservoir  on  Telegraph  Hill  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Accepted  in  concurrence. 

8.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  leave 
to  withdraw,  on  the  petition  of  S.  C.  Currier  & 
Co.  to  be  paid  S50  for  damage  to  their  horse. 

Accepted  in  concurrence. 

9.  Report  of  the  same  committee,  leave  to 
withdraw,  on  petition  of  Andrew  H.  Murphy,  for 
compensation  for  damage  to  building  leased  by 
him  on  Diminock  street. 

Accepted  in  concurrence. 

10.  Report  of  the  Special  Committee  on  Stony 
brook,  recommending  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Ordered,  That  the  Special  Committee  on 
Stony  brook  be  authorized  to  report  on  all  peti- 
tions for  damages  for  land  taken  on  account  of 
the  Stony-brook  improvement,  and  that  so 
much  of  the  order  approved  by  the  Mayor,  July 
13,  1887,  as  relates  to  the  settlement  of  said  dam- 
ages be  and  the  same  is  hereby  rescinded. 

Reports  of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
the  Department  for  the  Inspection  of  Buildings, 
recommending  the  passage  of  sundry  orders,  as 
follows: 

11.  Ordered,  That  the  inspector  of  buildings 
be  authorized  to  issue  a  permit  to  the  Boston 
Cordage  Oompany  to  build  outside  the  building 
limits  a  wooden  addition  to  building  at  Nos.  749 
to  755  East  Sixth  street,  "Ward  14,  and  on  usual 
conditions. 

12.  Ordered,  That  the  inspector  of  buildings 
be  authorized  to  issue  a  permit  to  the  Boston 
Cordage  Company  to  build  outside  the  building 
limits  a  wooden  addition  to  building  rear  of  760 
East  Seventh  street,  Ward  14,  and  on  usual 
conditions. 

13.  Ordered,  That  the  inspector  of  buildings  be 
authorized  to  issue  a  permit  to  the  Boston  Cord- 
age Company  to  build  outside  the  building  lim- 
its a  wooden  building  at  757  to  761  East  "Sixth 
street,  Ward  14,  and  on  usual  conditions. 

14.  Ordered,  That  the  inspector  of  buildings 
be  authorized  to  issue  a  permit  to  Henry  Kelly 
to  ouild  outs' de  the  building  limits  a  wooden 
building  at  173  Dudley  street,  Ward  21,  and  on 
usual  conditions. 

15.  Ordered,  That  the  inspector  of  buildings 
be  authorized  to  issue  a  permit  to  James  Page  to 
build  outside  the  building  limits  a  wooden  ad- 
dition to  building  in  rear  of  118  Boylston  street, 
"Ward  23.  and  on  usual  conditions. 

16.  Ordered,  That  the  inspector  of  buildings 
be  authorized  to  issue  a  permit  to  Joseph  M. 
Towle  to  build  outside  the  building  limits  a 
wooden  addition  to  building  in  rear  of  230 
Border  street,  Ward  2,  and  on  usual  conditions. 

17.  Ordered,  That  the  inspector  of  buildings  be 
authorized  to  issue  a  permit  to  M.  J.  Mullen  to 
build  outside  the  building  limits  a  wooden  addi- 
tion to  building  on  24  Blue  Hill  avenue,  Ward 
20,  and  on  usual  conditions. 

18.  Ordered,  That  the  inspector  of  buildings 
be  authorized  to  issue  a  permit  to  the  Atlantic 
works  to  build  outside  the  building  limits  two 
wooden  additions  to  buildings  60  to  76  Border 
street.  Ward  2,  and  on  usual  conditions. 

19.  Ordered,  That  the  inspector  of  buildings 
be  authorised  to  issue  a  permit  to  the  Old  Colony 
Railroad  Company  to  build  outside  the  building- 
limits  a  wooden  building  on  Foundry  street', 
rear  of  the  Old  Colony  railroad,  Ward  13,  and 
on  the  usual  conditions. 

20.  Ordered,  That  the  inspector  of  buildings 
be  authorized  to  issue  a  permit  to  Hugh  Nawn 
to  build  outside  the  building  limits  a  wooden 
addilionto  building  rear  of  Blue-hill  avenue, 
near  Savin  street,  Ward  21,  and  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

Reports  severally  accepted,  and  orders  11  to  20 
inclusive  were  passed  in  concurrence. 

21.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  re- 
commending passage  of  the  following  orders  on 
communication  from  city  treasurer  relating  to 
certain  loans: 
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Ordered,  That  the  city  treasurer  he  authorized 
to  borrow  the  sum  of  .$250,000  for  the  term  of  30 
years,  and  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  4  per 
cent  per  annum,  payable  semi-annually,  to  meet 
the  city  of  Boston's  share  of  the  expenses  of 
building:  the  new  bridge  to  Cambridge,  as  re- 
quired by  Chapter  282  of  the  acts  of  18S7,  said 
certificates  to  be  denominated  on  the  face 
thereof  "'New  Cambridge  Bridge  Loan." 

Ordered,  That  the  order  of  July  13,  1S87, 
authorizing  the  city  treasurer  to  borrow  $250,- 
000.  to  be  denominated  "New  Cambridge  Bridge 
Loan."  under  certain  conditions  therein  named ; 
also  the  order  bearing  the  same  date  providing 
for  certain  requests  to  be  made  to  the  bidders 
for  the  aforesaid  loan,  be  and  the  same  hereby 
are  rescinded. 

Report  accepted,  orders  passed  in  concurrence ; 
yeas  8,  nays  1.  Aid  N.  G.  Smith  voting  nay. 
Absent— Aid.  Bromwich,  Capen. 

22.  Ordered,  That  the  heads  of  all  departments 
be  requested  to  continue  the  half  holiday  Sat- 
urday to  its  employees  whose  services  can  be 
dispensed  with  during  the  winter  months. 

Passed  in  concurrence.  Aid.  Carroll  moved 
to  reconsider ;  lost. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

23.  Confirmation  of  election  officers  appointed 
by  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  being  the  names  of 
duly  qualified  appointees  laid  over  from  last 
meeting,  viz. : 


Name, 


Frederick  Marionev,  D. 
James  McGrath,  D. 
JlicliaelE.  Gulling,  D. 
Edward  T.  Mortey,  D. 
Bernard  Donlan,  D. 


10  2  Warden 

16  4  Clerk 

20  2  Warden 

23  fi  Clerk 

24  I  Inspector 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll  all  the  above  were 
voted  for  on  one  ballot.  Committee— Aid.  Car- 
roll, C.  W.  Smith.  Nine  ballots  were  cast;  yes 
9,  and  the  appointments  were  declared  con- 
firmed. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll  the  Board  proceeded 
to  ballot  on  the  the  confirmation  of  the  mayor's 
appointment  of  Joseph  Blatt  to  be  a  constable. 
Committee— Aid.  Carroll,  Lee.  Eleven  ballots 
were  cast,  yes  9,  no  2,  and  the  appointment  was 
declared  confirmed. 

calls  for  meetings  of  the   board. 
Corporation  Counsel's  Office  1 
Boston,  Sept.  29,  1887.     ) 
To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Gentlemen,— I  have  received  a  copy  of  your 
order  requesting  my  opinion  on  the  following 
questions : 

"First,  Has  any  person  other  than  the  mayor 
or  acting  mayor  authority  to  call  a  special  meet- 
ing of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  for  any  purpose?" 

"Second,  Can  a  legal  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  De  held  without  giving  to  the 
members  of  said  Board  reasonable   notice?" 

In  answer  to  the  first  of  these  questions  I  have 
to  say  that  a  constable  charged  with  the  service 
of  a  venire  for  jurors  is  authorized  to  assemble 
the  Aldermen  at  a  special  meeting  for  drawing 
jurors  in  accordance  with  such  venire ;  and  to 
the  second,  that  a  legal  meeting  of  the  Board 
cannot  be  held  without  reasonable  notice  to 
the  members  of  said  Board. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  P.  Nettleton, 

Corporation  Counsel. 

Placed  on  file  and  ordered  printed. 
reports  of  city  officers. 

The  auditor's  exhibit  for  Oct.  1st  (City  Docu- 
ment 146)  and  the  monthly  statement  of  the 
Treasury  Department  (City  Document  145)  were 
received  and  sent  down. 

A  supplemental  bond  of  Alfred  T.  Turner, 
city  treasurer,  duly  approved  by  the  corpora- 
tion counsel,  was  received,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Bonds. 

The  bonds  of  W.  A.  Blossom  and  others,  con- 
stables, were  received  and  being  duly  cerlified, 
were  approved  hy  the  Board. 

Quarterly  report  of  the  directors  for  public  in- 
stitutions, of  expenditures  for  the  quarter  end- 
ing Sept.  30,  1887.    Sent  down. 

BOYLSTON   STREET. 

Aid.  Sullivan,  for  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 


mittee on  Laving  out  and  Widening  Streets, 
submitted  a  report  on  the  order  requesting  the 
Street  Commissioners  to  report  the  cost  of 
widening  Boylston  street,  etc.,  and  the  commu- 
nication from  the  Street  Commissioners  in  rela- 
tion to  said  order— Thar  in  their  opinion  the 
order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted.  Said  order  passed  under 
suspension  of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

POLLING    PLACES. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  on  the 
part  of  this  Board  w  ho  are  directed  to  report  a 
list  of  polling  places  for  the  ensuing  State  and 
municipal  elections  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  following  order : 

Ordered,  That  the  following-named  polling 
places  be  designated  and  appointed  for  the  sev- 
eral voting  precincts  for  the  next  State  and 
municipal  elections  and  until  otherwise  or- 
dered : 

Ward  1. 

Precinct  1— Schoolhouse,  Porter  street. 

2— Schoolhouse,  Lexington  street. 
3— Wardroom,  Eutaw  street. 
4 — Reservoir  lot,  White  street. 
5— Schoolhouse,  Princeton  street. 

Ward  2. 
Precinct  1— Adams  Schoolhouse,  Sumner  street. 
2— Webster       Schoolhouse.      Webster 

street. 
3 — Police  station,  Meridian  street. 
4— Wardroom,  Maverick  street. 
Ward  3. 
Precinct  1— Cross  street,  corner  Bartlett  street. 
2— Wardroom,  Bunker  Hill  street. 
3— Prescott  Schoolhouse,  Elm  street. 
4— Schoolhouse,  Moulton  street. 
Ward  4. 
Precinct  1— Schoolhouse,  Mead  street. 
2— Wardroom,  Baldwin  street. 
3— 
4— Winthrow  Hall,  404  Main  street. 

Ward  5. 
Precinct  1 — Schoolhouse,  Common  street. 


3 — Wardroom,  Harvard  street. 
4—172  Main  street. 
Ward  6. 

Precinct  1— Schoolhouse,  Sheafe  street. 
2— Schoolhouse,  Charter  street. 
3— Wardroom,  North  Bennet  street. 
4— Police  station,  Hanover  street. 

Ward  7. 

Precinct  1— Fuel-house,  Salem  street. 

2— Schoolhouse,  North  Margin  street. 
3— Wardroom,  Hawkins  street. 
4—106  Canal  street. 
Ward  8. 


Precinct  1- 
2- 
3- 

4- 


Precinct  1- 
2- 
3- 

4- 


Precinct  1- 
2- 
3- 
4- 

Precinct  1- 

2- 

3- 

4- 


Precinct  1- 
2- 
3- 

4- 


-Wardroom,  Blossom  street. 
-350  Charles  street. 
-Schoolhouse,  Poplar  street, 
-91  Lowell  street. 
Ward  9. 
-Engine-house,  River  street. 
-Ward  room,  Anderson  street, 
-Schoolhouse,  Phillips  street. 
-Hose-house,  North  Grove  street. 

Ward  10. 
-Shop,  23  Derne  street. 
-Police  station,  Court  square. 
-"Wardroom,  Mason  street. 
-Ill  Kingston  street. 

Ward  H. 
-Corner  Marlboro  and  Exeter  streets. 
-St.  James  avenue,  near  Dartmouth 

street. 
-Wardroom,  Church  street. 
-Fayette     street,     corner      Church 

street. 
-Schoolhouse,  Appleton  street. 

Ward  12. 
-Schoolhouse.  East  street. 
-Wardroom,  Hudson  street. 
-Primary  Schoolhouse,  Tyler  street. 
-Brimmer     Schoolhouse,     Common 

street, 
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Ward  13. 

Precinct  1— Engine  house  15. 

2 — B  street,  corner  Broadway. 
3— Mather  School  house,  Broadway. 
4— Corner  C  and  Third  streets. 
5— Corner  Fourth  and  E  streets. 

Ward  14. 

Precinct  1— Hawes  Schoolhouse,  Broadway. 

2— Corner    Dorchester    and    National 

streets. 
3— Police  station,  Fourth  street,    near 

K  street. 
4— Schoolhouse,  Fourth  street. 
5— Schoolhouse  Fifth  street,  corner  of 
O  street. 

Ward    15. 
Precinct  1— Schoolhouse,  F  street,  near  Seventh 
street. 
2— Wardroom,  Dorchester  street. 
3— Hosehouse,  Dorchester  street. 
4— Ticknor    Schoolhouse,  Washington 
Village. 

Ward  16. 

Precinct  1— Schoolhouse,  Shawmut  avenue. 
2—10  Cherry  street. 
3— Schoolhouse,  Genesee  street. 
4— Wardroom,  Washington  street. 

Ward  17. 

Presinot  1— Corner  Warren  avenue  and  Dart- 
mouth street. 
2— Wardroom,  Waltham  street. 
3— Police  station,  East  Dedham  street. 
4—28  Union  Park  street. 

Ward  18. 
Precinct  1—126  Worcester  street. 

2— Wardroom,  Concord  street. 

3— Dwight     Schoolhouse,     Springfield 

street. 
4—4  East  Springfield  street. 

Ward  19. 
Precinct  1— Hosehouse,  Cabot  street. 

2— Hyde        Schoolhouse,       Hammond 

street. 
3— Primary  Schoolhouse,  Vernon  street. 
4— Wardroom.  Caoot  street. 

Ward  20. 
Precinct  1— Schoolhouse,  Yeoman  street. 
2— Schoolhouse,  George  street. 
3 — Schoolhouse,  Eustis  street. 
4— Wardroom,     corner      Dudley     and 

Vine  streets. 
5— Schoolhouse,  Howard  avenue. 

Ward  21. 
Precinct  1 — Wardroom.  Roxbury  street. 
2—9  Walnut  avenue. 
3— Schoolhouse,  Winthrop  street. 
4— Schoolouse,  Munroe  street. 
5— Schoolhouse,  Thornton  street. 

Ward  22. 

Precinct  1 — Corner  Parker  and  Ruggles  streets. 
2— Ward -room,  Smith  street. 
3— Primary  schoolhouse,  Heath  street. 

Ward  23. 

Precinct  1— Schoolhouse,  Curtis  street. 
2— Curtis  Hall,  South  street. 
3— Westerly  Hall,  Centre  street. 
4— Washington    street,    corner    Green 

street. 
5—  Scboolhouse,  Poplar  street,  Roslin- 
dale. 

'   Ward  24. 
Precinct  1— Athenseum  Building,  Cottage  street. 
2 — Park  Hall,  Harrison  square. 
3— Unitarian  Church,  Walnut  street. 
4— Odd  Fellows'  Building,  River  street. 
6— Old  Town  Hall,  Washington  street. 
6 — Washington     street,     near    El  don 
street. 

Ward  25. 
Precinct  1— Wardroom,  Old  Town  Hall. 
2 — Schoolhouse,  Webster  place. 
3 — Bennett      Schoolhouse,      Winship 
place. 
Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 


STABLES. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  the  followiug  reports 
from  the  Committee  on  Health  (Aid.) : 

Reports  recommending  that  leave  be  granted 
on  the  usual  conditions  to  occupy  stables  as 
follows : 

William  Kelly,  new  wooden,  one-horse,  rear 
727  East  Fourth  street,  East  Boston. 

John  Graham,  proposed  brick,  80  horses,  99  and 
101  Warrenton  street,  Ward  12. 

C.  A.  Anderson,  proposed  wooden,  one  cow, 
Metropolitan  avenue,  Ward  23. 

John  F.  GilpotricK,  proposed  wooden,  four 
horses.  Eighth,  near  M  street,  Ward  14. 

W.  D.  Vinal,  proposed  brick,  75  additional 
horses,  Scotia  street,  Ward  11. 

George  Goodfellow,  proposed  wooden,  three 
horses,  rear  7  Foster,  off  Dorchester  avenue, 
Ward  24. 

James  McCracken,  proposed  wooden,  three 
horses,  unnamed  street  near  Lauriat  avenue, 
Ward  24. 

Reports  severally  accepted,  leave  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 

Report  upon  the  petition  of  W.  L.  Lewis,  for 
leave  to  occupy  an  old  wooden  building  for 
three  horses  on  Hyde  street,  corner  of  Ceylon 
street,  Ward  15— Recommending  that  the  peti- 
tioner have  leave  to  withdraw.    Accepted. 

RAILROADS. 

Aid.  Capen  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Railroads,  recommending  the  passage 
of  orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on  Monday,  Oct, 
24th  inst.,  on  the  following  petitions: 

Consolidated  Street  Railway  Company,  to  con- 
struct a  double  track  on  Alford  street  and  Mai- 
den bridge  to  the  Everett  town  line. 

Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  for  the  right 
to  lay  tracks  to  enter  their  new  stable,  corner 
Warren  and  May  wood  streets,  connecting  with 
their  tracks  in  Warren  street. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed. 

CLERK-HIRE  IN   THE  COURTS. 

Aid.  Carroll  presented  requisitions  from  the 
clerks  of  courts  for  the  amount  of  clerk-hire  for 
September,  as  follows : 

Suoerior  Civil $441  64 

Superior  Criminal 350  00 

Approved  and  ordered  paid. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Aid.  Carroll  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public 
Lands : 

Report  upon  the  accompanying  message  from 
His  Honor  the  Mayor  concerning  an  offer  made 
by  Mr.  Robert  T.  Paine  to  sell  to  the  city  certain 
land  of  his  adjoining  the  estate  of  the  city  on 
Northampton  and  other  streets  devoted  to  the 
uses  of  the  superintendent  of  the  Common  and 
Public  Grounds— That  as  the  land  he  so  uses  has 
been  formallly  transferred  to  his  care  from  the 
Department  of  Public  Lands  by  order  of  the 
City  Council,  the  question  of  adding  to  it  the 
estate  now  offered  by  Mr.  Paine  properly  be- 
longs to  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
•  Grounds,  to  whom  the  reference  of  the  above 
mentioned  communication  is  recommended. 

Report  accepted  and  said  communication  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  accompanying  petition  of  Mary 
A.  Prindle.  asking  for  the  release  of  the  condi- 
tions in  a  deed  from  the  city  of  Boston  to  Jeanne 
Louise  Sonrel,  of  the  estate  numbered  764,  on 
Tremont  street,  now  the  property  of  the  peti- 
tioner, recommending  the  passage  of  the  follow- 
ing order : 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  execute  on  behalf  of 
the  city  of  Boston  an  instrument,  satisfactory  to 
the  city  solicitor,  releasing  the  conditions  from 
the  deed  given  by  the  city  of  Boston  to  Jeanne 
Louise  Sonrel,  dated  May  25,  1869,  and  recorded 
with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  963,  page  208,  of  an  es- 
tate now  known  as  No.  764  on  Tremont  street  in 
Boston,  and  at  present  the  property  of  Mary  A. 
Prindle. 

Report  accepted ;  order  passed.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  accompanying  petition  of 
Michael  W.  O'Brien,  for  the  removal  of  a  cer- 
tain restriction  from  a  deed  of  an  estate  pur- 
chased by  him  of  the  city  of  Boston — Recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  execute  on  behalf  of 
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the  city  of  Boston  an  instrument,  satisfactory  to 
the  city  solicitor,  releasing  the  restriction  in  the 
words  following :  "And  the  whole  building  shall 
be  ready  for  occupancy  on  or  before  Aug.  1, 
1888,"  from  the  deed  given  by  the  city  of  Boston 
to  Michael  W.  O'Brien,  dated  June  14.  1S87,  of  an 
estate  on  the  north  side  of  East  Third  street,  be- 
tween N  and  O  streets,  at  South  Boston. 

Report  accepted ;  order  passed.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  John  Brant,  for  re- 
moval of  certain  restrictions  on  a  lot  in  rear  of 
315  Paris  street,  East  Boston— That  no  action  is 
necessary  thereon. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  recommitted  by  the  Com- 
mon Council.  June  23.  1887,  their  report  of  "ought 
not  to  pass"  upon  order  of  the  City  Council  of 
Sept.  13,  1886,  rescinding  a  previous  order  to  sell 
the  old  engine  house  on  Cabot  street,  at  Rox- 
bury,  after  further  consideration  of  the  subject 
beg  leave  to  respectfully  report, reaffirming  their 
former  opinion,  that  said  order  to  rescind  the 
order  to  sell  the  Cabot-street  engine  house  ought 
not  to  pass. 

Report  accepted.    Sent  down. 

The  order  to  rescind  the  order  to  sell  was,  on 
motion  of  Aid.  Carroll,  indefinitely  postnoned. 
Notice  sent  down. 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  by  the  Common 
Council,  July  7,  1887.  the  accompanying  order 
authorizing  His  Honor  the  Mayor  to  execute  a 
discharge  of  a  certain  mortgage  given  by  Michael 
Martin  to  the  city  of  Boston,  respectfully  recom- 
mend the  reference  of  the  matter  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Water. 

Report  accepted  and  said  reference  ordered. 
Sent  down. 

Report  on  their  recommitted  report  and  order 
authorizing  the  sale  of  land  in  Roxbury  known 
as  the  Heath-street  bank— Recommending  the 
passage  of  the  order  in  the  following  new 
draft : 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized  to 
sell,  by  public  auction,  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  mayor,  for  such  price  and  upon  such 
terms  as  they  shall  deem  to  be  for  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  city,  any  part  or  the  whole  of  the 
estate  belonging  to  the  city  of  Boston,  at  the 
corner  of  Tremont  and  Heath  streets,  in  Rox- 
bury, containing  about  320,000  square  feet  of 
land,  and  known  as  the  Heath-street  bank. 

Report  accepted,  and  order  in  new  draft 
passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Sent 
down 

ARMORY  OF  COMPANY    B,   NINTH    REGIMENT. 

The  following  report  was  received : 

The  superintendent  of  public  buildings,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Armories,  together  with  the  petition  of 
Lieutenant  Edward  W.  Hagerty,  commanding 
Company  B,  Ninth  Regiment,  for  permission  to 
remove  the  armory  of  said  company,  begs  leave 
to  report— That  said  company  is  now  located  in 
Montgomery  Hall.  Broadway.  South  Boston, 
and  they  desire  to  remove  to  Wait  s  Hall,  West 
Broadway,  for  the  reason  that  the  said  Mont- 
gomery Hall  is  not  a  fit  place  for  the  storage  of 
State  property,  and  the  nlace  being  objectionable 
in  a  sanitary  point  of  view. 

I  find  Wait's  Hall  well  located  and  free  from 
all  objections.  There  will  be,  if  the  change  is 
made,  an  increase  in  the  rental  over  that  for 
Montgomery  Hall  of  $40  per  year.  I  have 
caused  an  estimate  also  to  be  made  of  the  cost 
of  fitting,  furnishing  and  moving,  which  the 
change  would  involve,  and  find  that  it  will  re- 
quire the  sum  of  $350. 

I  desire  to  inform  the  Board  of  Aldermen  that 
the  appropriation  for  armories  is  not  sufficient 
for  the  current  expenses  for  the  remainder  of 
the  year;  and,  if  it  is  deemed  desirable  to  grant 
this  petition,  the  means  must  be  provided 
therefor.       Respectfully  submitted, 

James  C.  Tucker, 

Supt.  Public  Buildings. 

Placed  on  file. 

Later  in  the  session  Aid.  Carroll  offered  an 
order— That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  re- 
quested to  provide  the  sum  of  $400  to  be  ex- 
pended in  removing  the  armory  of  Company  B, 
Ninth  Regiment,  to  Wait's  Hall,  and  in  fitting 
and  furnishing  the  said  hall. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Sent 
down. 


INSPECTION  OF  BUILDINGS. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith,  for  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  the  Department  for  the  Inspection  of 
Buildings,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  and  order— That  the  inspector  of  build- 
ings be  authorized  to  issue  a  permit  to  Thomas 
Gray  and  L.  W.  Clark  to  build,  outside  the 
building  limits,  a  wooden  building  on  Condor 
street,  rear  of  No.  146,  Ward  1,  in  excess  of  range 
allowed  and  without  the  intervention  or  con- 
struction of  a  brick  wall  as  required  by  the  Or- 
dinances, and  in  accordance  with  an  application 
on  file  in  the  Department  for  the  Inspection  of 
Buildings,  said  building  to  be  occupied  for  stor- 
age of  coal. 

Report  accepted ;  order  passed.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  G  F.  Damon,  for 
leave  to  build  a  wooden  building  on  rear  of  146 
Border  street,  Ward  2— That  no  action  is  neces- 
sary. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

CONTINGENT  BILLS. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith,  for  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Contingent  Expenses,  submitted  a  re- 
port on  the  order  to  pay  bills  of  Beckman  & 
Punchard  for  refreshments  furnished  to  mem- 
bers of  the  City  Council  and  invited  guests  on 
the  17th  of  June  and  the  4th  of  July — That  in 
their  opinion  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted,  said  order  passed  under  sus- 
pension of  the  rule  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  be  authorized 
to  allow  for  payment  of  the  bill  of  J.  Tyler 
Hicks,  amounting  to  $85,  and  the  bill  of  Beckman 
&  Punchard,  amounting  to  $153.05,  for  refresh- 
ments furnished  to  members  of  the  City  Coun- 
iil  and  invited  guests,  on  the  17th  of  June  and 
4th  of  July,  respectively,  and  charge  the  same 
to  the  contingent  fund  of  joint  committees. 

Sent  down. 

STEAM   ENGINES. 

Aid.  Haynes  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines,  etc..  recommend- 
ing that  a  license  be  granted,  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions, on  the  petition  of  L.  G.  Burnham  &  Co., 
for  license  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  steam 
engine  of  20-horse  power,  at  East  Chester  Park, 
corner  Hilton  street,  Ward  20. 

Report  accepted,  license  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

LICENSES. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee-  on  Licenses,  recommending  that 
minors'  licenses  be  granted  to  one  peddler, 
three  bootblacks  and  19  newsboys.  Severally 
accepted;  licenses  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving  (Aid.): 

Reports  and  orders  that  a  license  be  granted 
on  the  usual  conditions  as  follows: 

Patrick  McAleer,  No.  35  Hollis  street,  to  con- 
struct and  maintain  an  area  26  feet  long  and  6 
feet  wide,  under,  and  to  put  two  coal-holes  in 
the  sidewalk  in  front  of  his  said  estate. 

William  E.  Whicher,  No.  34  Dearborn  street, 
to  construct  and  maintain  a  coal-hole  in  the 
sidewalk  in  front  of  his  said  estate. 

John  D.  West,  No.  78  Medford  street,  to  con- 
struct and  maintain  a  bulkhead,  to  be  kept 
closed,  in  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  his  said 
estate. 

Rueter  &  Co.,  Terrace  street,  to  lay  an  eight- 
inch  pipe  under  and  across  Terrace  street,  from 
their  brewery  to  their  stable  opposite,  to  convey 
water  and  steam. 

R.  J.  Elder,  corner  of  Border  and  Condor 
streets,  to  construct  and  maintain  an  eight-inch 
earthen  drain  across  Border  street,  at  corner  of 
Condor  street,  at  a  depth  of  nine  feet  below 
grade. 

Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Company,  Frank- 
lin street,  to  lay  and  maintain  under  and  across 
Franklin  street,  Allston,  a  steam  pipe  for  the 
purpose  of  heating  its  new  station. 

Margaret  A.  Grace,  No.  224  Tremont  street,  to 
construct  and  maintain  an  area  under  sidewalk 
to  put  in  retaining  walls  and  cover  with  stone 
flagging  and  Hyatt  lights. 

William  S.  Putnam  and  G.  C.  Moses,  trustees 
of  the  estate  of  W.  S.  Perry,  No.  2S  Congress 
street,  to  construct  and  maintain  three  coal 
holes  in  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  his  said 
estate. 
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J.  H.  T.  Adams,  No.  11  Middlesex  street,  to 
construct  and  maintain  a  coal  shoot  in  the  side- 
walk in  front  of  his  said  estate. 

James  C.  Tucker,  superintendent  of  public 
buildings,  to  construct  and  maintain  gratings  in 
the  sidewalk  at  the  armory  of  Battery  A,  on 
Newton,  Newland,  and  Pembroke  streets. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order— That  leave  be  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions  to  move  wooden  buildings 
as  follows: 

John  Quirk,  from  Burroughs  street,  Ward  23, 
to  St.  Marks  streets. 

William  R.  Cavanagh,  from  rear  755  East 
Sixth  street,  Ward  14,  to  159  M  street,  Ward  14. 

Report  accepted,  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

Report  and  order— That  the  superintendent  of 
streets  be  authorized  to  furnish  and  set  edge- 
stones  on  King  street,  Ward  19,  one  half  the 
cost  of  same  to  be  assessed  on  the  owners  of 
abutting  estates. 

Report  and  order— That  the  superintendent  of 
streets  be  directed  to  pave  the  sidewalks  with 
brick  in  front  of  the  estates  of  John  L.  Pearsall 
and  others  on  Waumbeck  street,  and  to  report  to 
this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  thereof. 

Report  and  order— That  the  superintendent  of 
streets  be  directed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones 
and  pave  the  sidewalk  with  brick  in  front  of  the 
estate  of  Patrick  Finnegan,  northeasterly  cor- 
ner of  Greenwich  street. 

Report  and  order— That  the  superintendent  of 
streets  be  directed  to  pave  the  sidewalk  with 
brick  in  front  of  estates  of  Patrick  Finnegan, 
from  13S8  to  1400,  inclusive,  on  Dorchester  ave- 
nue. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 


Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Sewers  (Aid.): 

Reports  recommending  the  passage  of  orders 
of  notice  to  take  into  consideration  on  Monday 
next,  at  4  o'clock  P.M.,  the  expediency  of  con- 
structing common  sewers  as  follows: 

In  Haviland  street,  between  Chester  park  and 
Parker  street.  Ward  22. 

In  Beale.  Fuller,  and  Bushnell  streets.  Ward 
24,  from  Van  Winkle  street  (between  Carruth 
street  and  the  Shawmut  railroad)  through  pri- 
vate land  590  feet  to  Fuller  street,  continuing  on 
through  Bushnell  street  about  250  feet,  thence 
through  unnamed  street  towards  Carruth  street 
about  350  feet. 

In  Fuller  street,  between  Washington  street 
and  Dorchester  avenue,  and  in  Dorchester 
avenue,  between  Fuller  and  Van  Winkle 
streets.  Ward  24. 

Reports  severally  accepted.    Orders  passed. 

Preamble  and  order  for  the  construction  of  a 
sewer  in  Paul  Gore  street,  between  Chestnut 
avenue  and  present  terminus  of  sewer  in  Paul 
Gore  street. 

Order  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $21.21  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  abated  from  the  sewer  assess- 
ment levied  against  N.  Harnblin  &  Sons  for  a 
sewer  in  Chelsea  street,  East  Boston,  that  being 
the  portion  of  said  assessment  falling  on  estate 
No.  158  Chelsea  street,  now  owned  by  Bridget 
Larkin,  she  being  unable  to  pay  the  same. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  sewer  assessment  levied 
against  the  estate  of  John  J.  Williams  on  Forest 
street  and  Mt.  Pleasant  avenue,  amounting  to 
$219.38  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  abated  on  ac- 
count of  said  estate  being  occupied  by  a  chari- 
table institution. 

Passed. 

Preamble  and  order  of  notice  of  hearing  on 
Monday.  Oct.  24,  at  4  o'clock  P.M.,  on  the  expe- 
diency of  taking  land  of  Thomas  Linehan,  John 
T.  Osgood,  and  others,  for  sewer  purposes,  in 
Circuit  street. 

Passed. 

ERECTION   OF  BUILDINGS. 

Aid.  Lee,  for  the  Committee  on  City  Archi- 
tect's Department,  submitted  a  report  on  the 
order  directing  the  city  architect  to  proceed 
with  the  erection  of  certain  buildings— That  in 
their  opinion  the  order  ought  not  to  pass. 

Report  accepted.    Sent  down. 

On  motion  of  Aid,  Lee,  said  order  was  indefi- 
nitely postponed.    Notice  sent  down. 


CLAIMS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  for  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  fol- 
lowing petitions : 

Ann  Hunt,  for  compensation  for  personal  in- 
juries received  July  8,  1887,  by  slipping  and  fall- 
ing on  the  drop  of  the  South  ferry,  Boston  side. 

John  Callaghan,  for  compensation  for  per- 
sonal injuries  received  March  23,  1887,  by  reason 
of  an  alleged  defect  at  201  Sumner  street.  East 
Boston. 

Hannah  Maria  Sherman,  for  compensation  for 
personal  injuries  received  by  reason  of  an  al- 
leged defective  highway  Jan.  11,  1887. 

William  H.  Woods,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries to  his  horse,  on  account  of  alleged  defect 
in  Granite  street. 

Severally  accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  and  order  (in  new  draft)— That  there 
be  allowed  and  paid  to  Andrew  McLaughlin,  for 
labor  performed  on  the  improvement  of  Stony 
brook,  the  sum  of  $146,  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Stony  brook. 

Report  accepted.  Passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule.    Sent  down. 

TEMPORARY  CLOSING  OF  SUN-COURT  STREET. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  presented  a  petition  as  fol- 
lows: 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the 
City  of  Boston. 

Respectfully  represents  Edward  Lynch  of  Bos- 
ton, that  he  is  erecting  a  certain  building  to  be 
used  as  a  school  building,  upon  Sun-court  street, 
in  the  city  of  Boston,  under  contract  with  Rev. 
H.  Moran,  and  that  he  has  received  a  permit 
from  the  inspector  of  buildings  of  the  city  of 
Boston  so  to  do ;  that  from  Moon  street  to  the 
extremity  of  said  proposed  building  there  are 
no  dwelling  houses,  and  as  the  proposed  build- 
ing covers  16,000  feet  of  land,  and  said  Sun-court 
street  being  not  more  than  20  feet  wide,  your 
petitioner,  in  order  to  erect  said  building,  is 
obliged  to  ask  your  Honorable  Board  to  grant  a 
permit  to  close  said  Sun-court  street  from  Moon 
street,  a  distance  of  120  leet,  to  public  travel 
during  the  time  said  building  is  in  process  of 
construction. 

Edward  Lynch. 

In  connection  with  the  foregoiug  petition  Aid. 
McLaughlin  offered  an  order— That  Sun-court 
street,  from  Moon  street  for  a  distance  of  120 
feet,  be  closed  to  public  travel  for  a  period  of 
six  weeks  from  date. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  the  question 
came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— I  move  to  amend  by  add- 
ing the  words  "for  teams"  after  "public  travel." 
That  is  a  street  only  200  feet  long,  and  not  used 
much  for  vehicles  anyway.  There  are  only  two 
dwelling  houses  on  the  street  which  use  the 
street  for  their  teams,  and  they  can  go  through 
North  street,  and,  as  I  understand,  they  will  be 
perfectly  satisfied  to  have  this  order  pass.  The 
building  is  to  be  a  large  one,  and  it  is  necessary 
for  the  contractor  to  have  almost  all  the  street, 
especially  in  front  of  the  building. 

The  order  was  passed. 

warrants  for  state  election. 

Aid.  Carroll  offered  an  order— That  war- 
rants be  issued  for  meetings  of  the  legal  voters 
of  this  city,  at  the  several  polling  places  within 
the  voting  precincts  in  which  they  respectively 
reside,  on  Tuesday,  the  8tii  day  of  November 
next,  being  the  luesday  next  after  the  first 
Monday  in  said  month,  at  7  o'clock,  A.  M.,  then 
and  there  to  give  in  their  ballots  for  the  follow- 
ing-named officers:  A  governor,  lieutenant- 
governor,  secretary,  treasurer  and  receiver-gen- 
eral, auditor,  and  attorney-general ;  also  for 
councillors  in  the  second,  third  and  fourth  dis- 
tricts ;  also  for  senators  in  the  second  to  ninth 
districts,  inclusive ;  also  for  representatives  in 
the  first  to  twenty-fifth  districts,  inclusive. 
The  polls  to  be  closed  at  4  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Passed. 

projections  of  bay  windows,  etc 
Aid.  N.  G.  Smith,  for  the  Committee  on  In- 
spection of  Buildings  (Aid.),  submitted   reports 
recommending  that  permits  be  granted  on  the 
following  petitions: 

Michael    Sullivan,  to   project  a  bay  window 
from    building  on  Centre  street,  near  Pynchon 
street,  Ward  21. 
Alfred  A.  Burnham,  Jr.,  to  place  a  druggist's 
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pestle  and  mortar  on  the  corner  of  the  building 
459  Dudley  street. 

Edward  Reynolds,  to  project  three  bay  win- 
dows from  building  northwest  corner  Blue- 
Hill  avenue  and  Cheney  street,  Ward  21— two 
over  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  one  over  Cheney 
street. 

Reports  severally  accepted,  leave  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 

RECEPTION  TO    LAWRENCE    CITY    GOVERNMENT. 

Aid.  Magutre  offered  an  order— That  Presi- 
dent Barry  and  members  of  the  City  Council  be 
allowed  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  on  Wednesday 
evening,  Oct.  5,  free  of  charge. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  Aid. 
Maguire  stating,  in  reply  to  Aid.  Lee,  that  it 
was  for  a  reception  to  the  mayer  and  City  Coun- 
cil of  Lawrence,  who  are  to  be  the  guests  of  the 
mayor  and  City  Council. 

salary  ordinances. 

Aid.  Lee  presented  the  following  ordinances, 
which  were  read  by  their  title  only: 

An  Ordinance 
To  Amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1885. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1885  is  hereby  amended  in  Section  l,  in  the 
clause  relating  to  the  superintendent  of  police, 
by  inserting  after  the  word  "thousand"  the 
words  "five  hundred." 

An  Ordinance 
To  Amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1885. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  l.  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1S85  is  hereby  amended  in  Section  1,  in  the 
clause  relating  to  the  salaries  of  the  assistant 
inspectors  of  police,  by  striking  out  the  words 
"three  dollars  a  day  each"  and  inserting  the 
words  "twelve  hundred  dollars  per  annum 
each"  in  place  thereof. 


An  Ordinance 
To  Amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

Of  1885. 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Chapter  G  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1885  is  hereby  amended  in  Section  l,  in  the 
clause  relating  to  the  salary  of  the  denuty  su- 
perintendent of  police,  by  striking  out  the  word 
"three"  and  inserting  the  word  "seven"  in  place 
thereof. 

An  Ordinance 
To  Amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1885. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1885,  is  hereby  amended  in  Section  1,  in  the 
clause  relating  to  the  salary  of  the  property 
clerk  of  the  Police  Department,  by  striking  out 
the  words  "one  thousand  five  hundred"  and 
inserting  the  words  "two  thousand"  in  place 
thereof. 

An  Ordinance 
To  Amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1885. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1885  is  hereby  amended  in  Section  1,  in  the 
clause  relating  to  the  salary  of  the  clerk  to  the 
superintendent  of  police,  by  striking  out  the 
wovds  "one  thousand  five  hundred"  and  insert- 
ing the  words  "twothoxisand"  in  place  thereof. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances. 

use  of  polling  place,  ward  16. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  on  the  part  of 
this  Board,  be  authorized  to  allow  the  use  of  the 
polling  place  at  No.  10  Cherry  street,  Ward  16,  to 
•James  Donovan,  until  Dec  13  next,  except  for 
such  times  as  said  polling  place  may  be  required 
by  the  city,  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as 
said  committee  may  deem  proper. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Aid. 
Sullivan  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

Adjourned,  at  6.07  P.M.,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Lee. 
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Proceeding's   of    the   Common    Council. 


Thursday,  Oct.  6, 1SS7 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  at 
7.30  P.  M.,  President  Barry  in  the  chair. 

By  direction  of  the  president  the  clerk  called 
the  roll,  with  the  following  result: 

Present— Atwood,  Barry,  Burr,  Carroll,  Car- 
stensen,  Connollv,  Coyle,  Desmond,  Duggan, 
Fisher.  Foss,  Fottler.  Fowler,  Frost,  J.  Galla- 
gher, Gomez,  Kelley,  Ladd.  Lattimore.  Lauten. 
Leary,  Light.  McEnaney.  McKenna,  McNary.  F. 
Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison,  Norton.  Nunan.  Reilly, 
Sanger,  E.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg, 
Xeevens,  Tracy,  Webster,  Whall,  Whitmore, 
Wilson— 40. 

Absent  —  Blume.  Bowman,  Chamberlain, 
Clark.  Cochran,  Coleman,  Davern,  Dewey,  :Do- 
lan.  Dunn.  P,  J.  Gallagher.  Haggerty,  Harring- 
ton, Haves,  Keliher,  Kennedy,  Mahoney.  J.  Mur- 
phy, J.  J.  Murphv.  W.  H.  Murphy,  O'Mealey, 
Perkins.  Perrv,  C.  C.  Powers,  E.  J.  Powers, 
Richards,  Shaw,  Short,  Snow,  J.  H.  Sullivan, 
Thayer,  Tuttle— 32. 

REPRINT  OF  COLONIAL  LAWS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order— That  the 
Record  Commissioners  be  and  they  hereby  are 
authorized  to  expend  the  further  sum  of  $1000 
in  issuing  their  reprint  of  the  Colonial  Laws  of 
1672,  and  that  they  be  also  authorized  to  expend 
not  over  §2000  in  preparing  ana  issuing  a  reprint 
of  the  Colonial  Laws  of  1660,  suitably  annotated ; 
both  of  said  amounts  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  printing,  Record  Commissioners' 
Department. 

Mr.  Whitmore— If  the  order  is  passed  to  a 
second  reading  I  shall  move  to  suspend  the  rule, 
and  will  then  explain  the  necessity  for  it. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  the  rule  was  sus- 
*  pended,  and  the  order  was  read  a  second  time 
and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Mr.  President,  in  1SS5,  by  two 
successive  votes,  the  Record  Commissioners 
were  authorized  to  expend  $2000  for  preparing 
and  issuing  the  volume  which  has  been  distrib- 
uted to  the  members  within  the  last  10  days.  At 
that  time  the  method  of  printing,  namely, 
photo-electrotyping  a  book,  being  a  matter  of 
experiment  in  this  country,  the  commissioners 
were  unable/to  keep  entirely  within  their  limit. 
The  account  was  rendered  to  me  by  the  Super- 
intendent of  Printing  that  the  volume  cost 
$2174.  Out  of  that  sum,  sir,  §1378  was  paid  for 
the  plates,  which  are  now  in  possession  of  the 
city,  and  can  be  used,  at  a  very  small  expendi- 
ture of  money  and  time,  to  issue  other  numbers.  I 
therefore  desire  that  $1000  may  be  granted  to  the 
commissioners,  or  rather  liberty  to  spend  it,  from 
money  which  they  already  have,  in  order  to 
make  good  the  $174  which  has  already  been  spent, 
and  also  to  allow  of  the  printing  of  some  400 
more  copies,  because  I  find  that  it  is  the  decided 
desire  on  the  part  of  persons  who  can  use  such 
a  book  to  have  copies.  I  think  it  would  be  a 
wise  and  prudent  expenditure  of  the  public 
money.  In  regard  to  the  other  expenditure  of 
$2000,  it  is  for  the  preparation  in  the  same  way 
of  the  colonial  laws  of  1060,  which  are  of  equal 
value  to  lawyers  and  judges  with  the  edition  of 
1672,  and  the  book  is  even  more  rare.  The  known 
number  of  perfect  copies  does  not  exceed  a  dozen 
or  fifteen,  and  even  since  I  have  been  engaged 
on  this  volume  we  have  issued,  I  have  had  the 
suggestion  made  to  me  by  lawyers  that  the 
volume  of  the  Colonial  Laws  of  1660  would  be 
even  more  valuable  because  so  much  rarer.  The 
city  government  in  past  years  has  made  a  steady 
appropriation  for  printing'  the  reports  of  the 
commissioners — namely,  the  town  records — and 
for  years  the  City.Council  has  consented  that 
the  unexpended  balances  should  be  earned 
forward,  so  that  we  have  something  like  $4000, 
an  accumulation  of  past  years,  which  it  will  be 
seen  will  amply  provide  for  the  two  expendi- 
tures called  for  in  this  order.  I  should  be  happy 
to  give  any  information,  but  I  believe  I  have 
stated  both  the  financial  position  of  the  com- 


missioners and  also  the  expense  of  the  book 
and  the  public  desire  for  further  copies. 
I  can  only  say,  sir,  as  I  have  already  stated,  that 
this  will  not  call  for  any  further  appropriation 
of  money.  It  is  merely  authorizing  the  commis- 
sioners to  spend,  out  of  funds  already  provided, 
a  certain  sum,  and  it  does  not  even  come  from 
this  year's  appropriation,  being  a  surplus  from 
previous  years,  extending  back  to  1S79  or  1SS0. 

Mr.  Dewey — I  understood  that  the  scope  of  the 
book  which  was  recently  published — the  Colo- 
nial Laws  of  the  edition  of  1672— was  that  they 
"were  supposed  to  include  the  same  laws  that  are 
in  the  edition  of  1660.  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
record  commissioner  if  that  is  correct. 

Mi-.  Whitmore— I  can  only  say.  sir,  that  the 
relations  of  that  to  the  laws  of  1660  are  exactly 
the  same  that  the  Revised  Statutes  are 
to  the  Public  Statutes.  These  two  editions 
represent  the  relations  of  the  laws  at  certain 
periods,  and,  as  I  understand,  it  is  very  desira- 
ble at  times  to  be  able  to  compare  the  state  of 
laws,  tor  example,  in  1660.  as  they  stood  in  the 
editions  of  that  year,  with  the  revised  form  to 
which  they  passed  in  1672.  There  have  been 
changes  and  additions,  and  as  the  intermediate 
legislation  cannot  be  known,  because  our  rec- 
ords don't  give  any  definite  information  in  re- 
gatd  to  it,  it  is  only  by  a  comparison  of  these 
various  editions  that  the  history  of  any  law  can 
be  traced.  I  have  in  mind,  sir,  a  very  remarka- 
ble instance  where,  after  the  presumed  discov- 
ery of  the  earliest  body  of  laws,  in  1648,  in 
the  manuscript  copy,  it  was  shown  that 
a  very  important  law  must  have  been 
passed  in  1645,— or  between  that  and  1648,— 
by  a  comparison  of  the  only  known  manuscript 
copy  of  that  edition ;  and,  sir,  it  was  a  very  im- 
portant law,  in  regard,  if  I  remember  right,  to 
great  ponds.  It  was  either  in  regard  to  that  sub- 
ject, or  in  regard  to  the  sea  beach.  At  all  events, 
it  was  one  of  the  questions  that  affected  the 
rights  of  riparian  owners,  which  had  been  very 
gravely  considered  and  which  greatly  disturbed 
the  Supreme  Court ;  and  my  authority  for  the 
statement  is  the  published  remarks  of  the  late 
Francis  C.  Gray,  who  was  a  well  known  expert 
in  such  matters.  I  think,  without  being  a  law- 
yer myself,  but  being  something  of  an  anti- 
quary, that  I  can  safely  say  that  a  great  many 
persons,  and  those  who  consult  such  books  most, 
are  those  who  desire  to  possess  the  means  of 
seeing  what  the  laws  of  Massachusetts  have 
been,  and  at  present  to  obtain  a  copy  of  the  laws 
of  1660  would  give  many  a  good  deal  of  trouble 
and  a  long  search  before  they  could  put  their 
hands  on  it. 

Mr.  Frost— I  think,  after  what  the  gentle- 
man has  said,  that  we  should  pass  this  order.  I 
received  a  copy  of  this  book  during  the  past 
week,  and  have  looked  it  over  with 
a  great  deal  of  interest,  and  I  think 
it  is  one,  sir,  that  every  American  citi- 
zen would  like  to  have  a  copy  of.  As  the 
principal  expense  has  been  incurred,  and  it  costs 
but  very  little  to  issue  a  large  number  of  vol- 
umes now  at  the  present  time,  and  as  the  money 
is  already  appropriated,  and  they  have  it!  in 
their  possession,  I  think,  sir,  that  every  member 
of  this  Council  will  be  ready  to  vote  for  the  pub- 
lication. 

Mr.  Dewey — I  cannot  see  the  advisability  of 
expending  $2000  for  a  reprint  ot  the  laws  of  1660, 
so  Ions'  as  the  laws  of  1672  have  already  been 
printed.  The  explanation  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  shows  that  they  are  both,  as  I 
supposed  to  be  the  case  from  the  hasty  examina- 
tion which  I  gave  to  the  book,  intended  to  be 
summaries  of  the  whole  law  up  to  their  respec- 
tive dates.  Now,  I  do  not  believe  it  is  at  all 
necessary  to  have  a  reprint  of  the  edition  of 
1660,  as  long  as  we  have  that  of  1672.  I  move 
that  the  order  providing  for  the  reprinting  of 
the  edition  of  1660  be  assigned  to  the  next  meet- 
ing at  8  o'clock. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  inform  the 
gentleman  that  the  subject  cannot  be  divided. 

Mr.  Dewey— Then  I  move  that  the  whole  mat- 
ter be  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Coun- 
cil, at  s  o'clock. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  hope  the  matter  will  not  be 
assigned,  because  I  think  the  Council  has  got 
all  the  light  it  ever  will  get.  and  if  it  were  laid 
over  and  it  were  proper  for  me  to  do  so,  I  could 
obtain  endorsements  by  the  score  from  gentle- 
men who  rank  high  in  the  profession,  perhaps 
from  their  greater  age.  But,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  I  don't  believe  the  Council  by  waiting  an- 
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other  week  will  or  can  gain  any  information. 
The  matter  is  one  which  can  hardly  he  gone 
into  in  a  public  discussion,  because  it  requires  a 
peculiar  kind  of  information,  which  I  do  not 
profess  to  have,  and  in  regard  to  which  I  can 
only  make  the  statements  that  have  been  made 
to  me.  If  it  is  any  consolation  to  the  gentleman 
to  block  this  matter  and  prevent  its  going 
through,  I  should  prefer  to  have  it  done  tonight 
instead  of  waiting  a  week.  This  seems  to  me  to 
be  a  wise  and  prudent  expenditure  of  public 
money,  and  if  the  majority  of  the  members  of 
the  Council  are  going  to  decide  otherwise  I 
should  very  much  prefer  being  so  informed  to- 
night, instead  of  being  put  to  the  trouble  of  go- 
ing around  and  obtaining  in  writing  the  opin- 
ions I  have  already  had  verbally  from  gentle- 
men. In  fact ,  I  doubt  if  I  should  take  that 
trouble.  I  prefer,  if  the  matter  is  to  be  killed, 
that  it  be  killed  tonight.  I  hope  the  motion  to 
assign  will  not  prevail,  but  that  we  will  come  to 
a  decision  tonight. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  lost,  and  the  order 
was  passed  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider ; 
ost.    Sent  down. 

CERTIFICATES   OF  INDEBTEDNESS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  the  following: 
An  Ordinance 
To  Amend  Chapter  15  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1SS.D  Concerning  Matters  of  Finance. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Chapter  15  of  the  Revised  Ordi- 
nances of  18S5  is  hereby  amended  by  adding  the 
following  sections: 

Sec.  14.  Unless  otherwise  ordered,  the  certifi- 
cates of  indebtedness  authorized  by  Section  5 
of  this  chapter  shall  be  in  even  sums  of  .$1000 
each.  Provided,  however,  that  the  city  treas- 
urer shall,  whenever  requested  by  the  holder  of 
any  such  certificate,  exchange  it  lor  10  certifi- 
cates of  $100  each,  having  the  same  time,  condi- 
tions and  rate  of  interest  as  such  original  certifi- 
cate; and  provided  also,  that  in  issuing  certifi- 
cates for  the  first  time  he  shall  issue  to 
the  purchaser,  if  requested*  certificates  of  $100 

each. 

See.  15.  For  all  sums  of  money  paid  into  the 
city  treasury  as  trust  funds,  tin-    income,  or  any 

part  <>i  the  income  or  principal  of  which  is  to  be 

disbursed  by  the  city  or   any   of   its  departments 

or  agents,  there  shall  be  issued,  as  provided  in 
Section  5  of  this  chapter,  certificates  of  the  exact 
sum  so  deposited :  and  the  rate  of  interest  there- 
on, on  and  after  Januarj  i.   1888,  shall  be  at  the 

rale  off,  percent  uui  per  aniMUn,|>:iyably  <|u;i  i  1 1  i  I 

lo  i  he  disbursing  agents,  or  placed  to  their  credit 
in  the  accounts  kept  with  them  by  the  city. 
Sec.  IC    All  trust  funds  of  the  kind  described 

in  Section  15,  now   held  by  the  city,  shall,  on  the 

1st  day  of  Janu  try.  1888,  be  covered  by  the  terms 
of  said  section,  and  the  city  treasurer  shall  with- 
draw and  cancel  all  outstanding  bonds  or  certi- 
ficates heretofore  issued  by  him  on  account  of 
such  funds. 

tin  motion  of  Mr,  W'liii more  the  ordinance 
wasread  by  its  title,  ordered  printed,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,    Mr. 

Whitmore  moved  to  rcconsiih  r;  lost. 
ELECTION    i   I    i  i  R  N  - 

Mr.  Fowleb  offered  an  order — That  the  city 
messenger  >"■  directed  to  make  the  usual  ar- 
rangements for  receiving  election  returns  on 

the  days  of  the  Coming  Stale  and  municipal 
elections,  anil  that  the    (' moil  Council  chain 

ber  be  opened  on  the  eveningof  said  days,  for 
the  announcement  of  said  returns;  the  expense 
attending  the  same  to  he  charged  to  the  contin- 
gent fund  of  the  Common  Council. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 
I;  \  I  1  Kit Y  STREET. 

Mr.  [•'.  R.  Morrison  offered  i 'der— That 

the  inspector  ol  buildings  he  requested  to  re- 
voke the,  permit  granted  to  the  owner  of  Un- 
building in  process  of  const  ruction  on  the  cot  per 

of  Battery  street  ami  Atlantic  avenue,  and  not 
renew  the  same  until  he  is  prepared  to  finish  it 
in  a  reasonable  time. 

Read  twice  undi  C  a.  suspension  of  the  rule, 
moved  by  Mr.  F.  K.  Morrison,  and  put  upon  its 
passage. 

Mr.  Whale— Before  we  puss  this  order  I,  for 

one.  should  like  to  have  some  statement  of  the, 
facts  that  make  the  order  necessary. 

Mr.  F.  II.  Morrison— For  nearly  two  years 
the  citizens  of  East  Boston  have  been  trying  lo 


get  Battery  street  widened,  and  have  not  suc- 
ceeded. For  nearly  a  year  and  a  half  this  build- 
ing has  been  in  the  process  of  demolition  and 
construction.  I  think  that  for  about  six  months 
the  sidewalk  has  been  fenced  in  within  two  feet 
of  the  horse  car  track,  and  that  in  the  narrow- 
est part  of  the  street.  I  have  been  told  by  the 
captain  of  the  police  station  opposite,  that  the 
work  will  go  on  for  two  or  three  days,  and  then 
be  delayed  two  or  three  weeks.  It  is  a  nuisance 
to  everybody  passing  there,  and  a  very  great 
inconvenience  to  all  people  going  to  and  from 
East  Boston.  There  is  great  delay  of  travel  by 
teams  and  horse  cars,  and  the  street  is  blocked 
up  all  the  time. 

Mr.  Ladd— Is  there  any  question  about  this 
delay  being  caused  by  the  likelihood  of  the  city 
widening  the  street,  and  therefore  the  owner 
delays  the  work  in  order  to  give  the  city  the 
opportunity'.' 

Mr.  F.  R.  Morrison— I  have  been  told  that 
the  parties  owning  the  building  have  had  two 
or  three  lawsuits  since  the  structure  was  com- 
menced, but  I  don't  think  the  city  of  Boston 
has  anything  to  do  with  it.  It  is  proposed  to 
make  the  widening  on  the  other  side  of  the 
street. 

Mr.  Wilson— While  I  am  not  opposed  to  this 
order,  it  seems  to  me  it  is  improper  for  the  City 
Council  to  pass  an  order  of  this  kind.  We  are 
attempting  to  interfere  between  the  builder 
and  the  proper  authorities  who  have  the  grant- 
ing of  building  permits.  It  is  proposed  to  re- 
quest the  inspector  of  buildings  to  revoke  a 
license  without  giving  the  parties  a  hearing, 
and  without  acting  in  a  fair,  judicial  manner. 
I  think  it  is  an  improper  thing  to  do.  [  know 
nothing  about  the  facts  of  the  ease,  but  it  seems 
to  me  the  order  should  be  referred  to  some  com- 
mittee, to  give  all  parties  a  hearing,  and  that 
we  should  not  prejudge  the  case. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  F.  R.  Morrison  the  order  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Department 
of  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  Gomez  presented  the  petition  of  William 
1 1.  Woods,  to  be  paid  for  damages  to  his  carriage 
on  Oct.  4th  ihst.,  caused  by  a  defect  in  Granite 
street  at  the  northern  terminus  of  the  Gran ite- 
strcct  sewer.   Referred  to  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  Fowler  presented  the  petition  of  William 
K.  Stahl  et  itx„  for  release  of  a  certain  condition 
in  deed  of  an  estate  on  Trcniont  street. 

I'AVKRS   FROM   THE  BOARD    OF    ALDERMEN, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall    Nos.  1  to  5  inclusive 
were  acted  upon  collectively : 
i.  Quarterly  report  Of  the  directors  for  Public 

Institutions  to  Oct.  I 

•_'.  Reporl  of  the  School  Committee,  adverse  to 
sin  tendering  I  he  t  'harden -court  school  ho  use  to 
the  City  Council. 

3.  Notice  of   indefinite  postponement  of  the 

order  directing  the  city  architect  to  proceed 
with  thccreclion  of  the  Koxbury  High  School- 
house  and  othei'pnblic  buildings. 

■i.  City  treasurer's  Monthly  statement,  etc. 
(Citj  Doc;  U5.) 

5.  Auditor's  monthly   exhibit.     (City  Doe.  140.) 
Severally  placed  on  tile. 

6.  Message  from    the   mayor,  inviting  the  City 

Council  to  attend  the  reception  to  General  C.J. 
Paine  of  the  vacht  Volunteer,  and  her  designer; 
Mr,  Edward  Burgess,  at  Faneuil  Hall,  Oct  7. 
The  inviiai  ion  w  as  accepted  in  concurrence. 

<  >n  motion  of  Mr.  fowler  Nos.  7  and  8  Were 
acted  on  together,  viz: 

7.  Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  re- 
commending reference  to  the  Committee  on 
Water  of  the  order  authorizing  lie    mayor  to 

execute  a  discharge  Of  a  certain  mortgage  given 
by  Michael  Martin  to  the  city. 

8.  Report  of  same  committee  recommending 
reference  to  the  Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  of 

(he,    message    fioin     the    mayor    concerning   an 

idler  of  ivohoriT  Paine  to  sell  to  the  city  cer- 
tain land  adjoining  the  estate  of  the  City  <>n 
Northampton    and  other  streets,  devoted  lo  the 

usesoi  the  superintendent  of  Common,  etc 
Reports  accepted  and  said  references  ordered 

in  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall,  Nos.  'J  to  14  inclusive 
were  acted  on  together,  viz. : 

:i.  Report  of  same  committee,  no  action  neces- 
sary on  the  petition  of  John  Brant  for  the  remo- 
val of  certain  restrictions  on  a  tot  of  laud  rear 
of  315  Paris  street. 
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10.  Report  of  Committee  on  Department  for 
Inspection  of  Buildings,  no  action  necessary  on 
petition  of  G.  F.  Damon  for  leave  to  build  a 
wooden  building  in  rear  of  14G  Border  street, 
Ward  2. 

11.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  leave  to 
withdraw  on  petition  of  John  Callaghan  for 
compensation  for  personal  injuries  from  an  al- 
leged defect  at  201  Sumner  street. 

12.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Ann  Hunt  for  compensation 
for  personal  injuries  received  on  the  drop  of  the 
South  ferry. 

13.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  William  H.  Woods  for  com- 
pensation for  injuries  to  his  horse  from  alleged 
defect  in  Granite  street. 

14.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Hannah  M.  Sherman  for 
compensation  for  personal  injuries  from  alleged 
defective  highway. 

Reports  severally  accepted  in  concurrence. 
Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

15.  Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  that 
the  order  to  rescind  the  order  to  sell  the  Cabot- 
street  engine  house  ought  not  to  pass. 

Mr.  Duggan  moved  to  recommit  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  trust  the  gentleman  will  not— 
although  I  expect  he  will— persist  in  this  motion 
to  refer  back  this  order  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands.  This  matter  has  been  before  that 
committee  for  two  years.  It  was  one  of  the 
first  matters  brought  to  my  attention  last  year. 
At  that  time  a  report  was  made  that  this  old 
engine  house  and  lot  should  be  sold,  and  the 
order  to  sell  passed  both  branches  of  the  City 
Council.  An  order  to  rescind  the  order  to  sell 
was  offered  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  and  we  gave  a  hearing.  Aid. 
Maguire  came  before  the  committee  and  we 
heard  all  he  had  to  say.  After  due  considera- 
tion we  made  a  report  that  the  order  to  rescind 
ought  not  to  pass.  That  report  was  accepted  by 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  came  down  here,  was 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands; 
we  considered  it  once  more,  and  have  again 
unanimously  reported  against  passing  the  order 
to  rescind.  Now  this  matter,  having  been  be- 
fore us  so  long,  we  having  considered  it  in 
every  light  possible  and  heard  the  parties  in- 
terested, and  the  committee  being  unanimous 
that  it  is  for  the  best  interest  of  the  city  to  sell 
the  land,  and  the  property  being  unproductive, 
— the  parties  occupying-  it  paying  no  rent,— it 
seems  to  me  that  unless  some  grave  reason  can 
be  given  for  keeping  the  property,  this  order 
ought  not  to  be  recommitted  Three  times  the 
committee  have  reported  in  favor  of  selling  the 
land,  and  three  times  have  the  Board  if  Alder- 
men agreed  to  that  report.  The  Commit- 
tee have  considered  and  reconsidered  the 
subject,  and  their  determination  has  been 
the  same  each  time.  If  the  matter  were  sent 
back  to  the  committee  a  dozen  times  their  final 
determination  would  not  be  changed  a  particle. 
I  hope  the  motion  to  recommit  will  not  pass. 

Mr.  Duggan— I  think  it  would  be  for  the  best 
interest  of  the  city  if  this  should  be  referred 
back  to  the  committee  again,  because  land  in 
that  vicinity  is  selling  at  a  very  low  price  at  the 
present  time.  Mr.  Paine  is  buying  land  at  90 
cents  a  foot  which  is  supposed  to  be  worth  $  1.50 
or  $1.75.  Right  in  that  same  vicinity  we  are 
paying  $2.50  a  foot  for  land  for  a  schoolhouse.  I 
think  it  would  be  better  to  let  this  land  remain 
in  possession  of  the  city  until  spring,  when  a 
better  price  can  be  obtained.  That  is  my  whole 
reason  for  wishing  it  referred  back  to  the  com- 
mittee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gomez  the  main  question 
was  ordered. 

The  report  was  accepted.  Mr.  Frost  moved  to 
reconsider ;  lost. 

16.  Resolve  and  order  expressingthe  thanks  of 
the  City  Council  to  General  Charles  J.  Paine 
and  Mr.  Edward  Burgess  for  their  energy  and 
progressiveness  in  promoting  the  success  of  in- 
ternational regattas,  etc.,  and  for  a  presentation 
of  a  copy  of  the  resolution  to  them. 

Passed  in  concurrence  unanimously. 

SUNDRY  TRANSFERS. 

Mr.  Whall  called  up  special  assignments  Nos. 
27,  28  and  31,  viz. : 

27.  Order  for  a  transfer  of  $25,000  from  the 
appropriation  for  the  house  of  industry  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  home  for  paupers,  Long  Island. 


28.  Order  for  a  transfer  of  $1000  from  the  re- 
served fund  to  the  appropriation  for  inspection 
of  buildings. 

31.  Order  for  a  transfer  of  $500  from  the  re- 
served fund  to  the  appropriation  for  primary 
schoolhouse,  Harrison  avenue. 

No.  27  was  read  and  the  question  was  on  pas- 
sage. 

Mr.  Whall— When  this  matter  was  before 
the  Council  a  few  evenings  ago,  I  then  was  talk- 
ing, not  from  any  information  I  had  acquired 
directly  from  the  Board  of  Directors  for  Public 
Institutions,  but  from  such  information  as  I  was 
able  to  gather  during  a  heated  session  of  the 
Council.  When  the  report  and  this  order  were 
put  upon  my  desk,  I  saw  at  once  that  I  bad  not 
been  present  at  tlie  meeting  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  at  which  they  were  considered  I 
then  did  the  only  reasonable  thing  I  could  do, 
and  that  was  to  inquire  from  parties  who  bad 
been  present  the  scope  and  purposes  of  the  or- 
der, and  from  the  information  I  then  received  I 
was  led  to  believe  that  the  Board  of  Directors 
asked  this  additional  $25,000  for  furnish- 
ing the  house  for  paupers.  Long  Island. 
Since  that  meeting  I  have  ascertained  that  I 
was  in  error,  but  the  error  under  which  I  labored 
was  one  that  occurred  through  no  fault  of  my 
own,  but  was  one  into  which  I  bad  fallen  by 
misinformation  received  probably  inadvertently 
from  brother  members  on  the  committee.  The 
true  object  of  this  appropriation  or  transfer  of 
$25,000,  is  this:  Previous  to  August,  i  believe, 
the  paupers  on  Rainsford  Island  were  taken 
care  of  by  the  appropriation  for  the  House  of 
Industry.  Since  that  time  these  paupers  who 
had  been  cared  for  by  this  appropriation  for  the 
House  of  Industry  have  been  transferred  to 
another  department,  or  rather  a  new  depart- 
ment has  been  created  which  embraces  their 
care.  It  is  the  department  of  Long  Island  and 
Rainsford  Island,  so  that  the  Board  of  Directors 
in  creating  this  new  department  found  them- 
selves exactly  in  this  position,  that  they  have 
had  transferred  the  care  of  these  paupers  on 
Rainsford  Island  to  the  Long  Island  Depart- 
ment. Still,  in  the  Long  Island  appropriation 
there  was  no  money  to  take  care  of  this  addi- 
tional burden,  and  they  thought  it  was  then 
only  fair  that  the  House  of  Industry,  whose  bur- 
dens had  been  lightened  to  the  extent  of  the 
cost  of  these  paupers  on  Rainsford  Island  should 
have  its  appropriation  diminished  by  that  cost. 
They  estimate  that  the  cost  would  be  $25,000, 
and  since  they  did  not  ask  for  a  new  appropria- 
tion, and  since  the  support  of  these  paupers  was 
originally  considered  in  making  the  appropria- 
tion for  Deer  Island,  and  it  was  thought,  there- 
fore, in  all  justice  and  equity  that  Deer  Island, 
since  it  had  been  relieved  of  the  care  of  these 
paupers,  should  also  disgorge  the  amount  of 
money  which  that  care  would  entail  upon  the 
board  of  direct  >rs.  I  think  I  have  made  the 
•  facts  as  clear  as  possible.  I  am  sorry  that  the 
other  evening,  through  misinformation,  1  mis- 
led the  Council,  and  I  have  taken  particular 
pains  in  the  few  remarks  I  have  offered  upon 
the  subject  tonight  to  put  the  case  as  plainly 
and  clearly  before  the  Council  as  the  facts 
themselves  warrant.  1  don't  know  that  I  have 
anything  further  to  say.  It  is  simply  a  question 
of  book-keeping. 

Mr.  Ladd— Inasmuch  as  I  objected  to  the  ac- 
tion proposed  to  be  taken  the  other  evening 
upon  the  information  which  had  been  received 
from  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7,  I  think  it  is 
due  to  myself  to  say  that  I  believe  I  express  the 
feeling  of  every  gentleman  in  this  chamber 
when  I  say  we  are  all  glad  to  hear  of  the  enlight- 
enment at  last  of  the  benighted  gentleman  from 
Ward  7. 

Mr.  O'Mealey— Since  the  last  meeting  I  have 
received  a  note  from  the  president  of  tne  Board 
of  Directors  for  Public  Institutions  which  states 
in  a  few  words  the  facts  which  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  has  just  laid  before  the  Council. 
With  your  permission,  Mr.  President,  I  will 
read  it. 

Board  of  Directors  ) 

For  Public  Institutions, 

Boston,  Sept.  29,  18S7.  ) 
John  W.  O'Mealey.  Esq.,  Chairman  Committee 

on  Public  Institutions. 

Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  the  request  of  this 
board  for  the  transfer  of  $25,000  from  the  appro- 
priation for  House  of  Industry,  to  that  of  Home 
for  Paupers,  will  say  that  that  amount  was  in- 
cluded in    the   original    appropriation  for  the 
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Hcrase  of  Industry,  and  for  the  support  of  Rains- 
ford  Island ;  since  that  tirne  Bainsf ord  and  Long 
Islands  have  been  made  a  separate  department, 
and  this  transfer  is  asked  for  that  the  money 
expended  for  the  support  of  Rainsford  Island 
can  be  charged  to  the  proper  department. 
"Very  respectfully, 

John  B.  Martin,  President. 

As  the  gentleman  says,  this  is  simply  a  matter 
of  book-keeping,  and  the  transfer  is  made  to 
enable  the  city  auditor  to  keep  the  accounts  of 
the  department  straight.  It  is  not  a  new  appro- 
priation that  is  asked  for,  but  simply  a  transfer 
from  the  original  appropriation. 

Mr.  Leary— I  believe  that  every  member  now 
understands  that  this  order  is  not  to  pay  the 
cost  of  furnishing  the  new  institution,  out  is 
simply  a  transfer;  and  therefore  I  move  the 
previous  question. 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

Nos.  28  and  31  were  read. 

The  question  then  came  on  the  passage  of  Nos. 
27,  28  and  31  together. 

Mr.  Perkins— Before  the  roll  is  called  I  would 
like  to  ask  for  a  little  information  on  No.  28,  a 
transfer  of  .$1000  from  the  reserve  fund.  If  there 
is  any  one  on  the  committee  who  can  state,  I 
would  like  to  know  why  the  transfer  is  made, 
and  if  the  appropriation  is  short. 

Mr.  Whali — It  was  brought  out  in  the  hearing 
before  the  Committee  on  Finance  that  the  De- 
partment for  the  Inspection  of  Buildings  could 
not,  by  reason  of  a  cut-down  in  its  estimate, 
even  employ  the  officers  which  the  ordinance 
said  should  be  employed.  There  are  vacancies 
in  the  department  which  cannot  be  filled  at 
present,  simply  because  the  inspector  has  not  at 
his  command  money  sufficient  to  pay  the  salar- 
ies which  are  annexed  to  those  offices  in  the 
ordinance.  The  inspector  did  not  hope  to  get 
money  enough  to  pay  the  salaries  of  these 
officers  that  are  not  in  existence  at  present ;  but 
he  came  before  the  committee  requesting,  as  an 
act  of  simple  justice,  that  his  employees  be  al- 
lowed compensation  for  their  travelling  ex- 
penses. Up  to  this  year  there  was,  I  believe,  in 
the  appropriation  for  that  department  an  item. 
or  at  least  a  provision,  for  paying  the  travelling 
expenses  of  the  employees.  Owing  to  the  re- 
trenchment process,  to  which  their  estimate  has 
been  subjected  this  year,  there  are  no  funds  in 
the  appropriation  for  inspection  of  buildings 
available  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  travelling 
expenses  of  the  assistant  inspectors.  At  this 
time  I  think  it  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  say 
that  the  duties  of  the  inspectors  require  them 
to  be  present  in  various  parts  of  the  city  on  the 
same  day ;  that  they  have  to  use  public  vehicles, 
and  at  present  they  are  using  these  vehicles  at^ 
their  own  expense.  It  is  an  innovation  in  the 
department  and  a  hardship  upon  the  men.  We 
thought  that,  since  we  had  cut  them  down  so 
rigorously  in  their  original  estimate,  this  simple 
request  for  what  has  always  been  accorded 
them  until  this  year,  should  be  granted. 

Mr.  Perkins— I  believe  that  $1000  a  year  for 
travelling  expenses  is  very  liberal.  As  1  under- 
stand each  assistant  inspector  has  a  section  of 
the  city  allotted  to  him,  I  don't  believe  that  one 
man  has  to  go  to  West  Roxbury  and  East  Boston 
the  same  day.  To  be  sure,  each  one  has  some 
section  of  the  city,  and  has  to  go  from  one  part 
of  that  section  to  another;  yet.  if  they  are  snort 
of  inspectors,  I  can  see  that  each  one  will  have 
more  ground  to  go  over  than  heretofore,/ and  it 
is  nothing  more  than  right  that  their  horse  and 
steam-car  fares  should  be  paid.  Although  it 
seems  to  me  that  .$1000  will  go  a  great  ways,  yet 
as  it  is  a  small  amount  I  shall  not  object  to  it. 
I  wanted  to  know  what  it  is  for.  1  am  sorry  to 
learn  that  the  number  of  inspectors  has  been 
cut  down,  because  it  is  an  important  depart- 
ment. A  great  many  buildings  are  going  up, 
and  if  the  department  cannot  properly  perform 
its  duties,  the  safety  of  the  lives  of  many  people 
will  be  endangered.  I  think  the  department 
should  be  supplied  with  the  sinews  of  war,  so 
that  it  may  efficiently  perform  its  work.  I  shall 
not  object  to  the  order. 

The  three  orders,  Nos.  27,  28  and  31  were 
passed;  yeas  50,  nays  0: 

Yeas— Atwood,  Barry,  Bowman,  Burr.  Carroll, 
Carstensen,  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Coleman,  Con- 
nolly, Coyle, Desmond,  Dewey,  Fisher,  Foss.  Fot- 
tler,  Fowler,  Frost,  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Keli- 
her,  Kelley,  Kennedy,  Ladd,  Lattimore,  Lauten, 
Leary.  Light,  Mahoney,  McEnaney,  McKenna, 
McNary,  F.  R.  Morrison,  Norton,  Nunan,  O'Mea- 


ley,  Perkins,  Reilly,  Sanger,  Shaw,  Snow,  E.  Sul- 
livan, R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevens,  Thayer, 
Tracey,  Whall,  Whitmore,  Wilson— 50. 

Nays— 0. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Blume.  Cochran,  Da- 
vern,  Dolan,  Duggan,  Dunn.  P.  J.  Gallagher, 
Haggerty,  Harrington,  Haves,  F.  Morison,  J.  Mur- 
phy, J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Perry.  C  C. 
Powers.  E.  J.  Powers,  Richards,  Short,  J.  H.  Sul- 
livan. Tattle,  Webster— 22. 

Mr.  F.  Morison  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

THE  RESERVOIR  LOT. 

Mr.  Whitmore  called  up  the  special  assign- 
ment, viz. : 

29.  Majority  and  minority  reports,  and  orders 
of  the  joint  special  committe  on  the  sale  of  the 
reservoir  lot.    (City  Doc.  96.) 

The  question  was  on  acceptance  of  the  major- 
ity report  and  second  reading  of  the  orders  num- 
bered 1,  2  and  5,  appended  thereto. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  that  both  the  majority 
and  minority  reports  be  received  and  accepted 
by  the  Council.  There  is  really  no  opposition 
between  them,  and  I  move  that  they  both  he 
received. 

The  majority  and  minority  reports  were  ac- 
cepted. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  move  that  the  orders  num- 
bered 2  and  5  of  the  majority  report  be  given  a 
separate  reading,  and  on  that,  Mr.  President,  I 
desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Council  to 
Document  190,  which  has  been  laid  on  the  desks 
for  the  members,  and  make  a  brief  statement  in 
regard  to  the  two  reports  which  have  been  made. 
The  subject  matter  covered  by  these  orders  is 
the  widening  of  Temple  street,  and  the  reloca- 
tion from  Derne  street  up  to  Mt.  Vernon  street, 
and  change  of  grade.  The  orders  for  change  of 
grade  would  be.  of  course,  subsequent  to  any 
action  of  the  Common  Council  and  would  de- 
pend entirely  on  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  Of 
the  three  orders  we  have  put  in,  No.  1  calls  for 
the  sale  of  the  reservoir  lot  to  provide  means; 
No.  2  is  an  order  laying  out  and  relocating  Tem- 
ple street  to  the  width  of  50  feet,  and  No.  5  is  a 
request  to  the  mayor  to  petition  the  State  to 
give  us  a  little  strip  of  vacant  land,  or  land  un- 
built upon,  at  the  side  of  the  State  House,  so  as  to 
widen  Mt.  Vernon  street  to  a  uniform  width  of 
SOfeet.  If  gentlemen  will  have  the.  kindness  to 
look  at  the  diagram  which  faces  page  6,  they 
will  see  there  the  dotted  lines  which  represent 
the  new  part  of  Temple  street,  from  Derne  street 
up  to  Mt.  Vernon, street.  It  will  he  seen  that 
Mt.  Vernon  street,  which  is  now  40  feet  wide, 
will  be  cut  from  there  through  Derne 
street,  going  in  a  straight  line  into 
Temple  street,  following  the  two  dotted 
lines.  Then  the  committee  have  marked 
on  the  plan,  that  hereafter  undoubtedly 
it  will  be  found  necessary  to  widen  Temple 
street  on  the  easterly  side,  bringing  it  thereby 
in  the  line  of  Stamford  street,  and  the  short 
space  of  Stamford  street  will  also  need  to  be 
widened  on  the  westerly  side  to  join  the  50-foot 
street  we  have  already  laid  out  from  Green 
street  down  to  Merrimac  street.  We  shall  1  hen 
have  a  broad  avenue  of  50  feet  in  width,  from 
Beacon  street  down  to  all  the  central  depots  at 
the  northern  end  of  the  city.  The  importance 
of  such  an  improvement  has  been  conceded  al- 
ready by  the  action  the  city  has  taken,  in  the 
laying  out  and  widening  of  the  extension  of 
Stamford  street.  By  looking  at  page  9,  the  "oun- 
cil  will  see  the  diagram  which  shows  the  present 
outrageous  condition  of  affairs  in  regard  to 
facilities  for  getting  oyer  the  hill  _  They  will 
see  there  an  accurate  profile,  made  in  the  city 
surveyor's  office, of  Temple  street  as  it  is  at  pres- 
ent. From  Cambridge  street  to  Derne  street 
the  grade  is  four  feet  in  a  hundred,  from  Derne 
street  up  to  Mt.  Vernon  street  now  it,  is  10.3  in 
the  hundred,  and  then  there  is  a  drop  1<i  Beacon 
street  of  6.2  feet  in  the  hundred  The  com- 
mittee recommend,  on  the.  contrary,  that  the 
grade  be  levelled  to  the  dotted  line  marked  B 
which  is  the  lower  one  of  the  two  repre- 
sented. That  gives  a  uniform  grade  from 
Derne  street  to  Beacon  street  of  a  little  less 
than  three' feet  in  the  hundred  ;  in  other  words, 
it  gives  a  hotter  grade  for  the  upper  part  of 
Temple  street  than  for  School  street  in  front  of 
the  City  Hall.  Inotherwords.it  gives  a  grade 
which  enables  any  kind  of  a  team  to  be  driven 
with  safety  and  ease  from  Cambridge  street  to 
Beacon  street.  The  majority  of  the  committee 
has  also  submitted  a  plan,  found  in  the  end  of 
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the  book,  by  which  a  tunnel  could  be  con- 
structed, but  neither  the  majority  nor  the 
minority  have  recommended  that  as  desirable, 
It  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  commit- 
tee, and  it  was  studied  with  a  view  to  laying:  the 
plans  before  the  city  government  and  making 
an  exhaustive  consideration  of  the  whole  sub- 
ject. The  committee  had  the  city  engineer 
prepare  accurate  designs  and  plans  for  putting  a 
tunnel  under  Beacon  Hill,  if  it  should  be  de- 
sired. But  they  do  not  maKe  any  recommenda- 
tion in  favor  of  it.  Now,  Mr.  President,  the  only 
difference  between  the  majority  and  minority 
report  is  this:  the  minority  agree  with  us  in 
asking  for  a  petition  to  the  Legislature  for  the 
widening  of  Mt.  Vernon  street.  Well,  if  the 
other  two  orders  are  not  satisfactory  to  the 
wishes  of  the  Council,  it  will  be  of  no  use  to  go 
up  with  a  petition  to  simply  widen  Mt.  Vernon 
street,  for  there  is  no  present  necessity  for  it, 
and  there  would  be  no  necessity  unless  Temple 
street  was  to  be  re-located  and  put  on  a  new 
grade.  The  minority,  as  I  understand,  differ 
with  us  simply  in  this,  that  they  don't  think  it 
is  worth  while  for  the  city  of  Boston  to  proceed 
with  this  work  if  there  is  any  chance  of 
selling  the  reservoir  lot  to  the  State.  Well, 
in  1872  I  served  on  a  committee  to  go  ud 
on  exactly  this  matter  to  the.  Legisla- 
ture, and  we  failed,  and  last  year  and  this 
year  we  have  been  up  to  the  Legislature  and 
tried  to  interest  parties  there  in  the  idea  of  the 
State  purchasing  the  reservoir  lot  and  building 
an  enlargement  to  the  State  House  thereon. 
We  probably  came  nearer  getting  a  favorable 
report  during  the  present  year  than  we  ever 
shall  again.  But,  having  attended  both  the 
formal  and  the  informal  meetings  of  the  com- 
mittee, I  was  astonished  to  find  the  great  pres- 
sure there  was  from  persons  not  living  in  Bos- 
ton to  have  the  State  go  into  some  magnificent 
idea  of  taking  land  to  the  west  of  the  State 
House  and  down  on  Beacon  street,  way  out  to 
Joy  street.  It  was  a  plan  which,  they  said 
themselves,  would  involve  the  expenditure  of 
anywhere  from  .$12,000,000  to  $20,000,000,  and,  to 
my  great  surprise,  they  have  talked  of  those 
sums  of  money  as  mere  bagatelles,  and  they 
couldn't  have  talked  more  freely  about  them  if 
they  had  been  up  to  the  lobby  of  the  New 
Hampshire  Legislature  for  the  last  few  months. 
They  have  talked  as  though  $1,000,000  was  of  no 
account  whatever.  Weil,  sir,  they  got  in  three 
separate  reports.  The  best  report,  it  seemed  to 
us,  was  one  recommending  the  extension  of  the 
State  House  towards  the  reservoir  lot ;  but  that 
plan  didn't  propose  to  use  the  whole  reservoir 
lot.  It  would  take  all  the  land  on  Mt.  Vernon 
street.  Now,  that  is  the  only  difference  between 
the  majority  and  minority  reports,  as  I  under- 
stand it,  although  of  course  my  colleague,  Mr. 
Fottler  of  Ward  10.  will  make  any  corrections 
when  his  turn  comes  of  anything  that  I  may 
say.  I  try  not  to  misrepresent  them.  As  I  un- 
derstand, their  whole  objection  to  the  majority 
report  is  that  they  want  the  matter  laid  over, 
in  hopes  the  Legislature  will  buy  the  land 
next  year.  Now,  allowing  for  a  moment 
that  the  Legislature  did  so,  how  does 
that  affect  the  city  of  Boston?  If  we  sell  the 
reservoir  lotto  anyone  at  public  auction,  as  we 
recommend,  the  State  can  come  in  next  spring 
and  take  that  land  by  right  of  eminent  domain, 
and  if  it  goes  to  a  jury,  the  purchaser  of  that 
land  will  only  get  what  he  paid  at  auction  and  a 
reasonable  bonus.  I  don'tbelieve  any  jury  would 
give  him  10  per  cent  profit  on  his  purchase  for 
holding  it  three  months,  it  being  vacant  land, 
and  he  putting  no  building  on  it.  The  city  of 
Boston,  of  course,  has  got  to  pay  its  share  of  the 
State  tax,  and  would  have  to  pay  its  share  of  any 
additional  value  that  was  given.  But  allowing 
that  there  was  $40,000  or  $50,000  made  as  profit 
by  the  purchasers  of  the  land  at  auction,  the 
city  of  Boston  would  pay  40  per  cent,  and  there 
would  be  $20,000  which  the  city  of  Boston  had 
lost.  That  comes  merely  from  the  anomalous 
position  in  which,  as  we  all  know,  the  city  of 
Boston  has  been  placed  by  the  Legislature  dur- 
ing the  last  two  or  three  years.  It  we  could  af- 
ford to  lay  out  that  street,  and  say  we  would  pay 
for  it  out  of  a  loan,  and  then  went  to  the  State 
to  buy  the  land,  and  then  we  should  put 
back  the  money,  we  should  be  all  right.  But  at 
present  it  is  absolutely  impossible  to  make  this 
great  improvement,  which  I  believe  everybody 
will  concede  is  a  great  improvement,  unless  we 
provide  the  means.  In  other  words,  for  the  sake 


of  laying  out  a  street,  we  have  got  to  sell  land 
and  run  the  rather  improbable  chance  that  in 
the  event  of  the  State  taking  it  it  may  cost  the 
city  of  Boston  $20,000  more  than  it  otherwise 
would.    It  «eems  to  me  that  the  possible  saving 
of  that  $10,000  or  $20,000  is  a  very  poor  argument 
against   the    benefits  to  be  derived    from  lny- 
ing  out  the  street  at  the  present  time.    I  claim 
to  know  something  about  the  condition  of  af- 
fairs on  that  hillside.     I  believe  I  understand 
the  question  of  grades  and  everything  else  there 
as  well  as  anyone  can.  having  been  brought  up  on 
one  of  those  streets,  and  having  every  knowl- 
edge of  the  ground.    I  say  there  is  no  one  im- 
provement that  has  been  more  necessary  dur- 
ing the  last  few  years  than  some  way  of  bring- 
ing the  northern  slope  of  Beacon  Hill  in  some 
connection  with  the  rest  of  the  city.    There  is 
no  way  for  any  team  to  go  from  the  northern 
depots  to  the  southern  depots  except  by  going 
f'ver  the   hill    at   Temple   street.    Park  street, 
Temple  street  and  Stamford  street  make  the 
only   possible   communication   at   the   present 
time,  and  there  is  no  other  thoroughfare  what- 
ever.   There  is  no  other  street   that  goes  over 
the  hillside  by  wdiich  you  can  go  down  the  hill- 
side.   It  is  necessary  for  all  teams  of  any  kind 
to  go  around  through  Court  street,  or  still  far- 
ther, in  order  to  get  from  one  depot  to  another. 
Everybody  knows  that  on  a  street  like  Temple 
street,  with  a  grade  of  10  feet  in  the  hundred,  it 
is  utterly  impossible  for  heavy  teams  to  pass, 
and  that  it  is  a  great  impediment  to  travel,  even 
for  hacks  and  light  carriages.    It  is  an  unneces- 
sary and  wearisome  task  for  beasts  of  burden 
to  be  obliged  to  go  up  over  that  slope  and   down 
it.    And,  sir,  as  a  last  argument,  I  will  say;  that 
there  is  a  very  reasonable  prospect  that  if  the 
State  ever  intends  to  take  that   piece  of  land 
they  will  be  pushed  up  to  it  when  they  find  that 
the  city  of  Boston  has  actually  disposed  of  it, 
and  has  actually  begun  its  part  of  the  work  of 
cutting  down  the  grade  of  the  street  and  laying 
out  a  new  street.    To  show  how  public  opinion 
changes,  a  year  and  a  half  ago,  sir,  when  I  came 
bock  to  this  Council,  I  brought  up   the   matter 
which  I  had  charge  of  in  1882,  and  brought  in 
the  order  in  regard  to  having  the  reservoir  lot 
kept  open.    The  result  was  that  my  friend  from 
Ward  10  and  other  gentlemen  immediately  got  ud 
and  demanded  that  that  property  be  sold  for  the 
benefit  of  the  city.    Well,  luckily,  we  postponed 
the  sale,  and  did  the  best  we  could  by  going  up 
and  offering  it  to  the  State.    I  merely  say,  sir, 
that  the  proposition  to  sell  at  the  present  time 
is  one  which  one  year  and  a  half  ago  was  thought 
to  be  the  height  of  wisdom  by  the  very  gentle- 
man who  has  now  signed  the  minority  report.    I 
think  he  was  wrong  then,  and  I  think  he  would 
be  right  now  if  he  insisted  upon  the  sale,  he- 
cause  after  two  years'  experience  with  the  State 
Legislature  we  ought  to   be  able  to  tell  pretty 
nearly  the  drift  of  their  affairs.    It  seems  to 
me  beyond  all  question  that  there  are  so  many 
interests,  both  personal  and  private,  affecting 
parties  up  there,  that  there  is  no  present  prob- 
ability of  their  consenting  to  do  anything  that 
requires  any  great  expenditure  of  money  in  that 
direction.    There  are  so  many  plans  proposed, 
each  of  which  can  get  a  reasonable  amount  of 
support,  that  it  doesn't  seem  possible  to  get  a 
majority  report  through  the  Legislature  in  favor 
of  doing  anything.    But  I  say  again  if  anything 
could   move  the   State,   it  would  be   the   fact 
that    the    city,  looking  out    for    its    own   in- 
terest, had  gone  ahead  and  changed  the  grade 
of   the   street  and  thereby  left  the   corner  of 
the  garden  wall  around  the  State  House  some 
twelve  or  fifteen  feet  higher  up  in  the  air  than 
it  is  now.    Of  course  laying  out  this  street  from 
Beaccn  street  right  down,  starting  the  incline  at 
once,  must  affect  remotely  the  position  of  the 
State  property  on  each  side  of  the  street.    In  re- 
gard to  the  financial  question,  there  is  only  one 
thing  to  be  said.    This  piece  of  land,  if  sold, 
will  undoubtedly  bring  money  enough,  accord- 
ing to  the  increased  price,  to  pay  for  the  estates 
to  bo  taken  on  Tomole  street  and  for  the  actual 
construction  of  the  street.    As  for  the  question 
of  grade  damage,  there  will  be  only  six  houses 
on  Mt.  Vernon  street.exclusive  of  the  State  prop- 
erty, to  be  affected.  It  doesn't  affect  the  grade  of 
Beacon  street  or  the  grade  of  Derne  street.     It 
will  affect  the  grade  of  Mt.  Vernon  street  from 
the  corner  up  to  Hancock  street,  or  possibly  as 
far  as  Jov  street.     But,  sir,  the  grade  damages 
are  not  likely  to  be  anything   more   than   the 
reasonable  assessments  for  betterments  which 
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will  be  levied  on  the  same  property,  because  we 
will  all  agree,  I  think,  that  when  a  street  is  cut 
clown  in  grade  very  little  actual  damage  is  done 
to  the  building,  because  it  gives  a  man  a  new 
ground  story  he  didn't  have  before,  if  he  desires 
to  increase  the  size  of  the  building.  For  that 
reason,  sir,  the  opinion  of  the  experts  in  the 
building  whom  we  have  consulted  was  to  the 
effect  that  if  we  can  pay  for  the  land  which  we 
take,  and  for  the  actual  taking  clown  of  the 
grade  and  laying  out  of  the  street,  the  remote 
grade  damages  will  be  of  a  very  small  amount 
and  hardly  worth  considering  at  the  present 
time.  In  the  majority  report  you  will  find  a 
statement  of  the  cost  of  laying  out  Uie  street 
and  the  cost  of  the  land  which  we  propose  to 
take.  We  shall  have  somewhere  from  $150,000 
to  $175,000  to  pay,  and  the  land,  which  we  pro- 
pose to  sell  at  a  figure  which  I  do  not  consider 
too  large— namely,  about  $5  a  foot— ought  to 
provide  just  about  the  necessary  means  of  meet- 
ing the  expense  of  that  part  of  it.  I  hope,  sir, 
that  the  Council  will  look  favorably  upon  this, 
because  I  think  I  can  safely  say  that  the  action 
of  the  committee  of  the  present  year  has  been 
unaffected  by  any  personal  considerations  what- 
ever. I  believe  the  members  of  that  committee 
are,  none  of  them,  personally  interested  in  prop- 
erty on  any  of  the  streets  to  be  affected  by  this 
improvement,  and  Ward  10  and  Ward  9  were 
represented  on  the  committee.  It  is  not  a  local 
measure  which  was  brought  forward  by  any 
section  of  the  city,  but  it  is  a  great  public  im- 
provement, and  there  can  be  no  better  time  to  do 
it  than  now.  It  has  been  suggested  to  me  by 
some  <>f  the  friends  of  the  measure  that  this  can 
be  done  hereafter.  I  want  the  Council  to  allow 
me  to  indulge  in  one  reminiscence.  Over  five 
years  ago  I  presented,  or  had  in  my  hands,  the. 
order  for  the  widening  of  Kneeland  street  in 
Ward  12  in  a  part  where  it  needs  to  be  widened. 
At  the  request  of  some  people  living  in  Ward  12 
I  consented  to  put  off  that  order  for  a  week,  and 
from  that  time  to  this,  there  has  never  been  a 
time  when  it  was  possible  to  pass  an  order  to 
carry  out  that  most  important  and  necessary 
improvement.  I  feel  that  if  we  do  not  avail  of 
the  present  combination  of  circumstanses  by 
which  the  money  can  be  provided  before  the 
grade  of  the  street  is  altered,  such  a  combina- 
tion is  not  likely  to  occur  again  for  years,  and  in 
the  meantime,  sir,  the  great  increase  in  business 
on  the  streets  close  to  Temple  street  show  that 
it  is  the  part  of  true  wisdom  to  carry  out  this 
improvement  while  the  cost  of  land  is  compar- 
atively small.  The  city  has  already  commenced 
operations  by  the  widening  of  Stamford-street 
extension.  Sooner  or  later  we  have  got  to  make 
this  passaere  across  the  hill,  and  I  don't  believe, 
sir,  if  we  wait  for  many  years,  that  we  shall  find 
a  time  when  there  will  be  a  surplus  in  the  treas- 
ury which  will  enable  it  to  be  done  more  easily 
than  now,  or  any  time  when  the  value  of  the 
land  on  Temple  street  and  vicinity  will  be  any 
less  than  it  is  at  the  present  time.  I  hope  the 
orders  will  be  ordered  to  a  second  reading  at  the 
present  time. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man one  question,  if  it  is  in  order  at  the  present 
time.  I  notice  on  this  plan,  opposite  page  6, 
that  the  line  running  clown  Mt.  Vernon  street 
appears  to  take  part  of  the  State's  property.  I 
am  not  informed  as  to  the  propriety  of  that,  but 
does  the  gentleman  assure  us  that  the  city  can 
do  that,— take  the  State's  property  for  the  pur- 
pose of  widening  the  street? 

Mr.  Whitiiorb- The  gentleman  will  find  it 
stated  in  the  report,  and  I  think  I  stated  it  in 
the  beginning  of  my  remarks,  that  we  have  no 
authority  whatever  to  take  the  property  of  the 
State.  We  cannot  touch  it;  but  Mt.  Vernon 
street  at  that  point  is  40  feet  wide,  and  if  we  cut 
down  the  level  the  State  will  have  to  do  some- 
thing about  its  own  property,  and  there  is  every 
reason  for  believing  the  State  would  feel  the 
same  interest  we  do  in  having  a  good  street 
there,  and  would  allow  us  to  have  the  10  feet, 
especially  as,  as  is  set  forth  in  the  report,  we 
cannot  assess  any  betterments  on  the  State 
property.  1  spoke  in  regard  to  that,  and  got  the 
opinion  of  the  city  solicitor,  who  has  had  a  large 
experience  in  State  matters,  as  you  all  know, 
and  Mr.  Bailey  said  if  we  went  up  with  a  petition 
showing  that  the  State  had  been  really  been  bene- 
fited, but  that  we  couldn't  assess  betterments, 
and  only  wanted  fair  play,  they  would  allow  us 
this  strip  of  vacant  land.  From  his  knowledge 
of  such  matters,  he  considered  that  there  would 


be  no  difficulty  whatever.  That  is  exactly  the 
purport  of  order  No.  5,  that  we  ask  the  State  to 
give  us  this  piece  of  land.  If  they  refuse,  we 
still  have  the  40-foot  street  there,  and  having 
been  able  to  effect  the  grade,  which  is  the  great 
point,  we  must  get  along  the  best  we  can  with  40 
feet,  until  we  can  get  a  decent  Legislature  to 
give  us  an  addition.  If  the  gentlemen  will  al- 
low me  to  prophesy,  in  about  three  years  we  will 
have  a  Democratic  majority  in  both  branches  of 
the  Legislature,  and  a  petition  of  the  city  of 
Boston  will  then  be  considered  without  any 
question. 

Mr.  Fottler— We  have  listened  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  calling  attention  to  the 
majority  report,  and  I  wish  to  call  attention  to 
the  minority  report.  As  he  has  said,  a  great 
deal  of  time  and  thought  have  been  given  to  the 
consideration  of  this  subject,  and  the  minority 
of  the  committee  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
there  was  no  question  whatever  but  that  during 
the  coming  year  the  authorities  at  the  State 
House  would  make  a  move  in  the  direction  of 
taking  this  land  for  State  House  purposes.  It 
seems  to  be  more  and  more  tangible  in  the 
mind  of  the  public,  especially  to  those  living  on 
Beacon  hill,  that  such  will  be  the  fact.  Now, 
that  being  the  fact,  as  the  member  from  Ward 
12  says,  if  we  should  pass  an  order  to  sell  this 
land  under  the  plan  of  the  majority,  the  State 
would  be  all  the  more  eager  to  come  forward 
and  buy  it.  That  is  one  of  the  points  I  wish  to 
call  attention  to.  If  it  is  sold,  as  provided  by 
this  order,  and  then  the  State  is  obliged  to  buy 
it  afterwards,  the  expense  to  the  State  would  be 
increased  very  largely,  and  that  would  also 
entail  more  expense  upon  the  city  of  Boston,  as 
we  have  already  shown  in  our  report,  the  city 
paying  about  40  per  cent  of  the  State  tax.  In 
talking  with  individuals  who  have  considerable 
to  do  with,  and  know  more  or  less  what  is  going 
on  in  relation  to  the  State  House  matters,  they 
have  assured  me  that  there  would  be  no  diffi- 
culty during  the  coming  year  in  making  favor- 
able terms  with  the  State  about  taking  that  land 
for  State  House,  purposes.  As  to  the.  improve- 
ment that  the  gentleman  refers  to,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  lowering  of  the  grade  of  the 
streets  in  that  vicinity,  I  think  as  he 
does,  that  theie  is  great  necessity  for  doing 
that,  because,  as  everybody  knows,  Temple 
street  is  now  the  only  thoroughfare  for  crossing 
the  hill  from  the  northern  part  of  tho  city  and 
from  the  northern  depots,  to  Tremont,  Winter 
and  Washington  streets.  Within  a  very  short 
time  the  city  has  expended  quite  a  large 
amount  of  money  in  widening  Staniford  street. 
That  has  been  very  successful,  and  it  has  proved 
to  be  a  great  improvement  m  that  neighbor- 
hood. There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind,  nor  is 
there  any  doubt  in  the  minds  of  any  people  in 
that  section  of  the  city — and  I  don't  know  but 
that  the  feeling  is  the  same  in  the  whole  city— 
that  other  improvements  there  will  follow 
speedily.  I  hope  that  the  members  of  this  Coun- 
cil will  give  this  matter  due  consideration,  and, 
if  this  comes  to  a  vote  tonight,  vote  in  favor  of 
the  minority  roport.  Every  one  who  has  the  in- 
terest of  the  city  and  State  at  heart,  will  agree 
with  the  minority,  that  this  reservoir  lot  should 
be  preserved  for  the  State  House  in  some  form 
or  other,  whether  they  build  on  it  or  not,  it  be- 
ing confessed  by  every  one  that  the  State  House 
should  have  more  space  in  the  rear.  I  do  not 
know,  Mr.  President,  and  gentlemen  of  the 
Common  Council,  that  I  can  explain  this  mat- 
ter any  more  fully  than  the  report  of  the  mi- 
nority does.  The  report  is  short;  members  have 
probably  read  it,  and  they  can  make  up  their 
minds  without  having  any  more  said  upon  the 
subject.  If  it  is  in  order,  Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  make  an  amendment  to  the  motion  that 
both  reports  be  received  and  accepted,  by  ask- 
ing that  the  minority  report  be  substituted  for 
that  of  the  majority. 

The  President— Mr.  Fottler  moves  to  substi- 
tute the  minority  report  for  that  of  the  ma- 
jority. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  raise  the  point  of  order 
that  there  can  be  no  substitution.  Both  reports 
have  been  received,  and  the  order  of  (he  minor- 
ity is  one  of  the  three  orders  presented  by  the 
majority,  and  there  is  nothing  to  bo  substi- 
tuted. 

The  President— Tho  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

Mr.  Lauten— I  think  that  this  matter  will  re- 
quire considerable  discussion,  and  as  it  is  get- 
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ting  very  warm  in  this  chamber  I  move  that  the 
Council  take  a  recess  for  10  minutes. 

It  was  voted  to  take  a  recess  of  10  minutes. 

[Mr.  Lauten  took  the  chair  during  the  recess 
and  made  a  presentation  to  Mr.  Whitmore  of  a 
beautiful  baby  carriage,  the  gift  of  his  associates 
in  the  Council,  in  honor  of  the  recent  birth  of  a 
son.  Mr.  Whitmore  responded  appropriately, 
and  the  members  gave  three  cheers  for  Mr. 
Whitmore  and  family.] 

After  recess  business  was  resumed. 

The  question  was  on  giving  orders  1,  2  and 
5  of  the  majority  report  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  gentlemen  will  see  that 
the  minority  report  contains  only  one  order, 
whicli  is  on  page  14,  and  is  identical  with  order 
No.  5  recommended  by  the  majority.  If  orders 
Nos.  1  and  2  are  killed  it  is  no  object  whatever  to 
pass  No.  5.  We  do  not  want  to  widen  Mt.  Ver- 
non street  as  it  is,  if  the  State  would  give  us 
the  land.  If  the  orders  1  and  2  are  acted  upon 
separately  and  killed,  it  will  be  no  use  to  pro- 
ceed to  pass  No.  5.  I  am  perfectly  willing  and 
anxious  to  accept  any  amendment  which  will 
carry  out  the  object  we  have  in  view.  I  do  not 
think  our  committee  have  all  the  wisdom  pos- 
sible in  regard  to  the  subject.  But  I  would 
move  that  orders  1,  2  and  5  be  ordered  to  a 
second  reading,  and  when  that  is  done  they 
will  he  open  to  amendment. 

Mr.  Ladd— This  matter  has  been  presented  to 
my  mind  tonight  for  the  first  time,  so  far  as  the 
plans  are  concerned,  and  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  ought  not  to  insist 
upon  action  tonight.  It  is  a  matter  which  the 
Council  ought  not  to  act  upon  hurriedly,  be- 
cause it  is  a  vast  scheme,  and  is  one  which; 
while  it  perhaps  has  its  benefits  for  the  city  of 
Boston,  it  also,  no  doubt,  has  its  disadvantages. 
Therefore,  it  should  be  carefully  considered.  I 
have  not  seen  the  plans  until  tonight.  I  think 
I  ought  to  have  seen  them  earlier.  1  think  that 
other  members  ought  to  have  seen  them  earlier ; 
but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  I  presume  that  others 
are  in  the  same  situation  as  myself.  Not  having 
seen  them  until  tonight,  therefore  we  are  not  in 
a  position  to  pass  upon  this  matter  finally  and 
definitely.  I  trust  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  will  see  that  there  is  no  occasion  for  haste  in 
this  matter.  It  is  not  a  matter  where  the  money 
will  be  used  up  in  a  short  time,  or  rather  where 
a  limitation  of  any  kind  will  be  placed  upon  the 
city  of  Boston,  such  as  existed  in  the  case  he 
cited.  I  think  it  is  a  matter  that  should  remain 
open  to  be  acted  upon  at  any  time  in  the  future. 
I  believe  I  was  the  first  person  to  advocate  in 
this  chamber,  a  year  ago  last  January,  that  this 
reservoir  lot  should  be  taken  by  the  State  for 
the  purpose  of  enlarging  the  State  House  build- 
ing, and  that  it  was  verj  material  for  the  in- 
terest of  the  city  of  Boston  to  see  to  it  that  suf- 
ficient opportunity  was  «iven  to  the  State  author- 
ities to  enlarge  the  State  House  upon  the  pres- 
ent site,  so  that  that  building  might  not 
be  removed  to  any  other  locality  either 
without  or  within  the  city,  because  that 
seemed  pre-eminently  the  fitting  place  for 
the  State  House.  I  do  not  care  to  talk  much 
upon  this  matter  tonight  because  I  really  do  not 
feel  in  a  position  to  do  so.  But  if  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  insists  upon  our  taking  action  to- 
night, I  feel  that  then  I  must  have  something 
further  to  say  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  Frost— I  find  myself  in  the  same  predica- 
ment with  our  friend  from  Ward  10.  I  find  upon 
my  desk  this  Document  96.  Here  are  two 
reports,  a  majority  and  a  minority,  given  to  us. 
I  have  had  no  time  to  read  them.  I  looked  at 
these  maps.  They  appear  well.  I  see  great  im- 
provements proposer  here— improvements  that 
will  probably  cost  .51.000,000,  perhaps  more.  I 
feel  entirely  inadequate  to  act  upon  these  mat- 
ters tonight.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  will  not  insist  upon  having  these  matters 
acted  upon  this  evening.  I  would  therefore 
move  that  the  whole  matter  be  assigned  to  the 
next  meeting  of  this  Council  at  8  o'clock. 

Mr.  Whitmore— As  a  general  rule  I  have  no 
desire  whatever  to  hurry  matters.  But  in 
this  particular  case,  where  the  matter  in  dis- 
pute between  the  majority  and  minority  is  so 
simple,  the  reasons  sriven  for  laying  the  matter 
over  do  not  seem  to  be  very  strong  The  only 
difference  between  the  majority  and  the 
minority  is  that  by  delaying  action  the  minority 
hope  to  g  t  tin;  State  as  a  purchaser,  and  if  they 
get  the  State  as  a  purchaser  they  calculate  we 
can  save  from  ten  to  twenty  thousand  dollars, 


as  I  have  shown,  in  the  cost  of  this  great  im- 
provement. That  is  the  whole  question  in  a 
nutshell.  Now  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10, 
Mr.  Fottler,  said  that  looking  at  it  in  the  eyes 
of  Beacon  Hill  they  expect  the  State  to  take  the 
land.  Now  Mr.  Presir  ent,  I  lookonit  not  with 
Beacon  Hill  eyes.  Being  too  near  the  object  and 
much  interested  in  it,  they  let  their  hopes  carry 
away  their  judgment.  For  example,  I  do  not 
believe  they  will  have  a  more  impartial  com- 
mittee than  they  had  during  the  last  session, 
presided  over  by  that  capable  and  considerate 
member,  Mr.  Dresser  of  Ward  10.  He  w.  s 
chairman  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  the  com- 
mittee which  considered  the  matter  this  year; 
he  was  a  man  who  had  the  ear  of  the  House ;  he 
was  a  man  more  likely  to  carry  the  House  in  his 
favor  than  any  other  man  they  will  get  in  the 
future,  or  for  many  years  at  least.  Yet,  sir, 
with  that  advantage  tney  failed  to  get 
any  such  order  through  the  Legislature. 
I  therefore  feel  that  any  further  delay  of  action 
on  our  part  will  be  a  disadvantaee  to  the  friends 
of  the  measure.  If  we  start  up  and  do  some- 
thing it  maybe  used  as  an  argument  to  the  State 
authorities  for  taking  action.  It  is  argued  that 
we  will,  by  delay,  save  a  large  amount  in  the 
cost  of  the  improvement  by  the  State,  because 
the  city  pays  40  per  cent  of  the  State  tax.  That 
means  that  the  city  will  pav  40  per  cent  of  the 
extra  profit  on  the  land  if  taken  from  the  pur- 
chaser after  it  has  been  sold  at  auction.  I  think 
that  any  gentleman  will  agree  with  me  that  no 
jury  would  give  more  than  5  or  10  per  cent  ad- 
vance upon  the  amount  paid  for  the  land  at 
auction  in  November,  and  we  are  only  inter- 
ested in  40  per  cent  of  that  advance.  But  I  take 
it  still  higher,  and  suppose  the  profit  is  33  per 
cent,  and  that  we  pay  40  per  cent  of  that  profit, 
say  $40,000,  then  the  amount  is  only  $10,000.  Now 
the  gentlemen  who  ask  for  delay  take  the 
responsibility  for  themselves  and  their  section 
of  the  eity  of  having  this  measure  lost.  It  is  my 
duty  as  a  member  of  the  committee  to  try  and 
bring  the  matter  to  a  vote.  I  know  how  uncer- 
tain matters  are  at  this  time  of  the  year.  To- 
night we  may  adjourn  for  two  weeks.  A  week 
from  tonight  we  may  not  have  a  quorum.  I 
know  that  after  the  1st  of  October  it  is  hard  to 
get  a  matter  considered  by  a  full  Council,  and 
that  delays  are  dangerous.  I  feel  it  my  duty  to 
ask  for  a  vote.  If  there  is  delay,  all  the  conse- 
quences of  that  delay  must  rest  upon  the  shoul- 
ders of  the  gentlemen  who  insist  upon  it.  It  is 
not  a  measure  which  affects  particularly  any 
portion  of  the  city  as  it  does  that  ward.  To  my 
mind  the  fond  delusion  of  getting  the  State  for 
a  purchaser  next  year  will  prove  just  as  unrelia- 
ble as  it  has  been  for  the  past  two  years.  I  may 
be  mistaken.  I  hope  I  am.  But  as  an  advocate 
of  the  measure  I  say  it  is  to  the  advantage  of  the 
city  to  run  the  possible  risk  of  having  to  pay  an 
extra  5.0,000  rather  than  to  lose  the  present 
favorable  opportunity  of  getting  this  great  pub- 
lic improvement  carried  through.  One  of  the 
Republican  papers — and  I  call  it  Republican 
merely  because  it  seemed  to  take  particular  oc- 
casion to  show  partisan  spite— said  that  a  portion 
of  this  order  was  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on 
some  Fisher  hill  business.  Mr.  President,  I  am 
happy  to  say  that  I  was  not  here  when  Fisher 
hill  was  considered  by  the  City.  Council,  and 
therefore  the  slur  does  not  affect  me.  But  the 
point  which  they  urged  was  that  there  was  a 
proviso  in  this  order  which  allowed  the  whole 
of  the  land  to  be  taken  by  the  successful  bidder 
of  the  first  lot.  I  attach  no  importance  to  that 
proviso.  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  explain 
Low  it  happened  to  be  put  in,  although  I  am 
ready  to  do  so  when  the  Council  desires  to  know 
what  took  place  in  the  committee.  But  I  am 
sure  that  the  responsibility  for  putting  in  that 
clause  will  not  be  laid  upon  my  shoulders.  If 
there  is  any  objection  to  that  clause  it  can  be 
stricken  out,  and  if  there  are  any  other  amend- 
ments that  will  facilitate  the  passnge  of  the 
measure,  they  will  be  accepted.  I  should  not  ob- 
ject to  delaying  action  until  the  next  meeting 
if  the  delay  was  going  to  bring  any  fresh 
information.  The  matter  is  so  simple, 
the  plans  have  all  been  drawn  by  the  city 
surveyor,  the  facts  are  fully  stated  on 
both  sides,  and  the  difference  between  the 
majority  and  minority  is  very  trifling.  The  or- 
der is  simply  to  instruct  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners to  go  ahead.  As  I  understand  it.  they 
will  give  public  hearings  to  see  who  will  be 
affected  by  it,  and  therefore  everything  will  be 
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done  openly  and  publicly.  There  is  nothing  in 
the  matter  to  be  concealed.  I  have  not  heard  of 
anybody  who  wants  to  buy  the  land.  The  only 
question  is.  is  it  wise,  on  the  bare  possibility  of 
selling  to  the  State,  to  wait  and  lose  this  oppor- 
tunity to  inaugurate  a  great  and  much  needed 
public  improvement,  about  the  necessity  for 
which  there  is  no  question?  As  I  have  said,  I 
feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  trv,  on  behalf  of  the 
committee,  to  bring  the  matter  to  a  vote,  and 
members  who  object  to  that  must  themselves 
take  the  responsibility  for  defeating  the 
measure. 

Mr.  McEnaney— I  have  no  desire  to  stifle  de- 
bate, but  I  think  this  question  has  been  fully 
discussed,  and  I  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  trust  the  gentleman  will  not 
move  the  previous  question,  Tbecause  I  have  one 
or  two  remarks  I  wish  to  make  on  this  order. 

Mr.  McEnaney— Very  well,  I  will  withdraw 
the  motion  for  the  benefit  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  0. 

Mr.  Wilson — I  feel  that  there  is  some  ques- 
tion as  to  the  propriety  of  acting  upon  this  re- 
port tonight,  as  it  is  a  matter  of  very  great  im- 
portance, and  therefore  calls  fo-  grave  consid- 
eration. I  have  no  doubt  that  the  gentlemen 
who  have  been  on  this  committee  the  past  year 
have  looked  into  this  matter,  have  procured  es- 
timates and  obtained  all  the  information  that  is 
practical  and  reliable.  It  seems  to  me  that 
there  are  only  two  objections  to  the  report  that  I 
can  see  at  this  time.  The  first  objection  has 
already  been  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12,  as  to  the  propriety  of  allowing  the 
purchaser  of  the  first  lot  to  take  all  the  proper- 
ty. I  think  that  is  very  objectionable.  1  think 
that  if  we  put  the  parcel  of  land  up  at  auction 
the  purchaser  of  the  first  lot  ought  not  to  have 
the  privilege  of  taking  the  whole  at  the  same 
price.  Under  that  arrangement  a  rich  man,  by 
going  up  there  and  bidding  sharply  at  the  start, 
might  be  able  to  intimidate  a  poorer  man,  who 
would  be  apt  to  bid.  They  would  say:  What  is 
the  use  of  my  bidding  on  this  first  lot?  I  have 
had  no  chance.  Therefore  the  first  lot  would  be 
knocked  down  at  a  more  reasonable  price  than 
the  bidder  would  have  to  pay  otherwise.  I 
would  therefore  move  that  that  clause  provid- 
ing that  the  purchaser  of  the  first  lot  may  have 
the  privilege  of  taking  the  whole  be  stricken  out. 

The  President— The  amendment  will  not  be 
in  order  at  the  present  time.  When  the  orders 
come  upon  their  passage  the  amendment  will 
be  in  order. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  accept  your  ruling,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent. 

Mr.  Sanger— The  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  18,  that  the  whole  matter  be  as- 
signed to  the  next  meeting,  is  the  only  thing  to 
be  done  if  we  are  to  act  upon  this  measure  with 
the  intelligence  and  deliberation  so  important 
a  matter  requires.  If  the  orders  should  go  over 
until  the  beginning  of  next  year,  it  would  be 
the  best  course,  in  my  opinion.  Bat  it  seems  to 
me  that  if  the  order  presented  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  should  be  amended  to  read 
that  the  land  be  sold  at  auction  after  the  be- 
ginning of  next  year,  at  such  time  after  the 
Legislature  meets  that  the  State  can  bo  repre- 
sented at  such  au  auction  sale,  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  representatives  of  the  city  would  be 
treating  the  State  in  a  much  more  fair,  reason- 
able and  proper  manner  than  we  propose  to  do 
if  we  pass  an  order  providing  that  the  sale 
shall  be  on  the  15th  of  November  of  the 
present  year.  I  admit  that  there  has  been 
much  more  delay  on  the  part  of  the  State 
in  carrying  out  its  proposed  extension  than  we 
in  the  city  of  Boston  think  well.  But  if  the  gen- 
tlemen of  this  body  will  consider  that  there  was 
not  only  one  proposition,  but,  several  proposi- 
tions! before  the  committee  of  the  Legislature, 
toextendtheStateHou.se.  namely:  Extensions 
oi  either  side,  as  well  as  extensions  in  the  rear, 
which  would  include  the  reservoir  lot,  I  think 
they  will  then  realize  how  much  we  should  hes- 
itate before  passing  this  order,  which  would  re- 
move the  State  from  being  a  bidder  at  tins  auc- 
tiiin  sale.  If  you  will  recollect,  it  was  only  after 
the  matter  had  been  agitated  for  some  weeks 
that  in  one  of  the  Sunday  papers  there  were 
elaborate  plans  which  carried  out  the  idea  of  the 
extension  in  the  rear.  Those  plans  were,  by  the 
press  and  citizens  of  Boston  generally,  consid- 
ered the  best:  and  it  was  generally  understood 
in  Boston  that  they  were  to  be  the  plans  for  the 
extension   of   the   State   House.    At   the  State 


House  those  who  acted  upon  the  matter  did 
not  take  the  same  view  of  it  at  that  time,  on 
account  of  the  pressure  of  those  who  urged  the 
extension  on  either  side.  There  is  no  doubt, 
however,  but  that  the  State  will  build  in  the 
rear.  I  will  not  go  into  the  merits  of  the  case 
now,  but  will  state  again  that  it  is  a  matter  of 
such  great  importance  it  should  be  acted  upon 
deliberately,  and  that  it  is  certainly  fair  that 
those  of  us  who  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to 
peruse  properly  the  22  pages  of  printed  matter 
and  statistics,  should  have  an  opportunity  to  do 
so  before  this  order  comes  to  a  vote 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  trust  the  assignment  will 
be  made  until  next  week,  because  I  have  not 
had  an  opportunity  to  study  both  reports  and 
have  not  had  a  view  of  the  question  to  enable 
me  to  vote  intelligently  upon  it.  If  it  should  be 
pressed  to  a  vote  tonight  I  am  sorry  to  say  I 
shall  have  to  vote  against  the  majority  report. 
There  is  one  point  in  regard  to  the  extension  of 
the  State  House  that  has  not  been  referred  to  in 
the  arguments  tonight.  My  opinion  is  that  the 
lot  between  the  State  House  and  the  old  reser- 
voir lot  is  sufficient  to  build  the  extension  upon. 
If  that  be  so,  my  opinion  is  that  there  would  be 
no  necessity  for  longer  holding  the  reservoir 
lot,  and  therefore  the  order  to  sell  it  would  be  a 
perfectly  proper  one  to  pass.  But  at  the  present 
time  I  do  not  see  any  figures  showing  the  area 
of  the  lot  on  Mt.  Vernon  street  between  the 
State  House  and  the  reservoir  lot,  showing 
whether  that  lot  would  be  large  enough  to  ac- 
commodate the  building  which  would  be  need- 
ed for  the  extension  of  the  State  House.  If  that 
lot  is  sufficient,  then  certainly  the  reservoir  lot 
should  not  Vie  held.  But  at  this  time  in  looking 
at  the  report  I  cannot  find  anything  which 
states  the  size  of  the  Mt.  Vernon  street  lot.  If 
the  gentleman  can  show  us  that  the  Mt.  Vernon 
street  lot  is  sufficient  for  the  extension,  then  I 
think.tb.at  all  the  gentlemen  will  agree  with 
me  that  there  is  no  more  land  needed  for  that 
purpose,  and  that  the  order  to  sell  the  reservoir 
lot  is  a  proper  one  to  pass  at  this  time.  I  am 
sorry  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  examine 
the  report  so  clearly  that  I  can  vote  tonight  in 
favor  of  the  passage  of  the  order,  and  I  must  say 
that  under  the  present  conditions  I  cannot  vote 
for  the  majority  report.  I  trust  that  the 
order  will  go  over  till  next  week,  so  that 
we  may,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11 
says,  have  an  opportunity  to  properly  consider 
and  digest  this  report  containing  22  pages. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  can  say  to  the  gentleman 
that  if  he  looks  on  the  plan  on  page  G,  he  will 
see  that  that  lot  is  bigger  than  the  present  site 
of  the  State  House.  I  will  also  say  to  him  that 
the  plan,  which  I  think  was  referred  to  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  11,  for  the  extension  m 
the  rear,  and  which  was  drawn  by  Mr.  Jaques, 
the  architect,  and  was  known  as  the  Sellers 
plan,  provided  for  the  extension  in  the  rear,  and 
provided  lor  the  laying  out  of  the  reservoir  lot 
in  terraces.  If  he  desires  to  be  informed  whether 
there  is  land  enough  without  the  reservoir  lot, 
I  can  say  that  so  far  as  any  plans  were  exhibited 
last  year,  there  is  ample  bind  in  the  Mt.  Ver- 
non -  street  lot  for  all  the  building  they 
want  for  the  extension;  and,  as  the  gentle- 
man may  see  by  the  plan,  they  can  put  upon  it 
a  larger  building  than  the  present  State  House, 
as  the  lot  covers  more  square  feet  of  Surface. 
Unfortunately  I  was  not  able  to  catch  all  that 
was  said,  but  I  have  been  in  consultation  infor- 
mally with  some  gentlemen  and  am  prepared  to 
accept  two  amendments  to  the  order,  which  I 
think  will  remove  the  two  objections  which 
have  been  made.  One  is  to  strike  out  the  option 
provision,  and  the  other  is  in  regard  to  the  time 
when  the  land  shall  be  sold.  Now  if  the  gentle- 
man will  withdraw  his  motion  for  assignment, 
and  allow  the  orders  to  go  to  a  second  reading,  I 
am  willing  to  move  an  amendment  that  will 
make  the  day  of  sale  certain  and  definite,  so 
that  the  State  authorities  may  have  a  chance  to 
bid  on  the  land,  believing  that  we  all  want  about 
the  same  thing,  I  think  that  between  us  wo 
shall  be  able  to  perfect  the  orders  in  such  a  way 
that  there  can  be  no  objection  to  them  what- 
ever. Instead  of  forcing  the  Council  to  an  un- 
necessary vote  I  hope  the  .gentleman  from  Ward 
18  will  withdraw  the  motion  to  assign,  and  then 
when  the  orders  are  ordered  to  a  second  reading 
they  will  be  open  to  amendment,  and  I  will  ac- 
cept and  propose  two  amendments  which  have 
been  suggested  to  me  by  the  gentlemen  repre- 
senting the  minority  report. 
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Air.  Atwood— I  hope  the  whole  matter  will  he 
assigned  to  the  next  meeting.  As  has  been 
stated  by  several  members  toni  ght,  we  are  not 
prepared  to  vote  intelligently  upon  this  order. 
As  has  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12,  the  city  of  boston  pays  40  per  cent  of 
the  taxes  of  the  State.  I  think  there  are 
enough  rich  speculators  in  the  city  of  Boston  to 
buy  this  land  for  the  purpose  of  selling  it  to  the 
State  at  a  high  price,  and  if  they  once  get  it  into 
their  hands  I  think  tln-v  will  not  part  with  it 
for  a  bonus  of  less  than  .$100,000  or  §150,000.  I 
think  there  are  some  gentlemen  who  would 
hold  it  at  a  higher  price  than  that.  And 
the  city  of  Boston  would  certainly  have  lost 
more  than  $10,000  or  .$20,000  by  the  transaction. 
After  looking  at  this  report  I  am  certain- 
ly bewildered  as  to  which  way  I  shall  vote. 
I  want  to  vote  intelligently  for  the  best  interest 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  and  for  the  best  interest  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts.  I  have 
certainly  understood  that  the  State  wants  this 
lot,  and  that  they  are  willing  to  pay  for  it,  but 
they  are  not  ready  to  purchase  it  yet.  I  believe 
that  when  the  matter  can  be  properly  shown  to 
the  State  authorities,  they  will  be  willing  to 
come  forward  and  buy  the  land  at  a  proper  price. 
If  the  order  can  be  laid  over  until  the  State  can 
be  a  bidder  at  the  sale,  I  think  it  would  be  one 
of  the  best  bidders.  I  certainly  hope  that  any 
gentlemen  who  are  wavering  in  their  opinion 
on  this  matter  will  give  the  benefit  of  the  doubt 
toward  carrying  this  matter  over  to  the  next 
meeting. 

Mr.  Fkost— From  the  fact  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  is  willing  to  allow  some  amend- 
ments to  the  order  I  will  withdraw  my  motion 
to  assign. 
Mr.  Dewey— I  object  to  the  withdrawal. 
The   President — The   question   is  upon  the 
motion  to  assign. 
Mr.  Whall — I  move  the  previous  Question. 
The   President— The  question  is,  shall  the 
main  question  be  now  put. 

Mr.  Perkins— As  this  is  a  very  important  mat- 
ter, and  as  the  city  pays  nearly  one  half  of  the 
State  tax,  and  as  this  scheme  is  of  more  impor- 
tance to  the  city  than  it  is  to  the  State,  I  hope  it 
will  not  be  hurried  through.  If  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  will  fix  a  later  date  for  the  sale, 
so  that  the  State  authorities  can  look  over  the 
ground  thoroughly  and  get  themselves  in  shape 
to  know  what  they  want,  I  would  be  willing  to 
vote  for  the  order.  I  hope  the  day  fixed  for  the 
sale  will  be  later  than  the  date  named  in  the  or- 
der.   If  so,  I  should  be  willing  to  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  do  not  agree  tnat  this  is  the  best 
opportunity  to  sell  this  land,  even  if  thought 
desirable  to  sell  it.  It  is  well  known  that  the 
money  market  is  in  such  a  state  at  the  present 
time  that  people  are  not  seeking  such  invest- 
ments. To  my  mind  this  is  the  poorest  time  we 
have  seen  in  the  last  five  yeai-s  to  sell  that  reser- 
voir lot.  Now,  it  may  be  very  well  for  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12  to  say  that  he  will  leave 
it  to  the  discretion  of  His  Honor  the  Mayor  as 
to  when  this  lot  shall  be  sold.  But  with 
the  order  as  first  introduced  the  mayor 
might  well  understand  that  he  is  to  have 
an  early  date  for  the  sale.  It  seems  to  me  we 
should  at  least  give  the  State  another  chance, 
during  another  term  of  the  Legislature,  to  con- 
sider this  matter.  It  is  well  known  that  at  this 
season  of  the  year  sales  of  land,  when  nothing 
can  he  done  to  improve  them,  are  not  as  good  as 
in  the  spring.  If  an  amendment  can  he  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  that  this  sale 
shall  be  made  in  April  or  May  of  next  year,  I 
should  not  have  the  same  objection  to  the  order 
that  I  have  now.  But  to  sell  in  the  fall,  espec- 
ially when  vacant,  unimproved  real  estate 
is  not  bringing  a  high  price  in  the  market, 
would,  it  seems  to  me,  .  be  an  unwise 
policy  for  the  city  of  Boston.  There  are 
various  questions  in  regard  to  this  order,  one  of 
them  being  that  it  is  in  effect  an  appropriation 
of  money  to  be  realized  from  the  sale.  True, 
it  is  an  indefinite  sum,  but  it  is  an  apprproiation 
of  monev,  and  before  voting  upon  it  I  shall  ask 
the  Chair  to  rule  upon  the  question. (and  it  may 
he  a  legal  question,  which  it  would  be  wise  to 
refer  to  the  corporation  counsel  to  ascertain), 
whether  it  will  not  require  48  votes  on  the  part 
of  this  Council  to  pass  the  order.  It  seems  to 
me  that  is  a  practical  question  which  will  come 
up,  and  I  hope  we  shall  not  rush  the  order 
through  tonight. 
Mr.  Whall— I  made  the  motion  for  the  pre- 


vious question,  for  the  simple  reason  that  I 
didn't  wish  the  motion  to  assign  to  prevail  at 
the  present  time.  I  think  the  matter  is  one  of 
such  stupendous  importance  as  compared  with 
the  orders  which  generally  pass  the  Coun- 
cil that  we  should  stop  and  deliberate.  I  don't 
think  it  deserves  hasty  treatment.  But  tonight 
we  have  practically  accomplished  all  our  other 
business  and  still  the  night  is  young— it  is  only 
half-past  9  o'clock— and  I  think  it  behooves  us 
at  this  time  to  stop  and  deliberate  upon  this 
measure,  to  see  what  amendments  it  is  suscep- 
tible of  and  consider  those  amendments.  If, 
after  a  discussion  at  this  time,  when  we  have 
ample  opportunity  for  the  discussion,  it  should 
si.rike  the  Council  that  they  are  not  prepared  to 
take  final  action  on  the  matter,  I  for  one  shall 
he  in  favor  of  assigning  it  still  further,  hut  I 
think  tonight  we  should  advance  it  one  stage, 
at  least.  Let  this  order  take  its  second  reading, 
and  nothing  will  be  lost  by  that.  Then  let  the 
amendments  be  proposed.  One  of  the  objec- 
tions brought  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10 — 
the  last  speaker — was  an  objection  against  the 
time  of  sale.  If  I  understood  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12,  he  was  willing  to  accept  any 
amendment  that  would  make  the  time  of  sale 
definite,  even  if  the  time  fixed  went  as  far  as 
4pril  or  May,  1S8S.  I  believe  I  state  the  position 
of  the  gentleman  correctly,  and  we  cannot 
arrive  at  any  definite  time  now,  if  the  previous 
question  is  not  ordered  and  if  the  assignment  is 
made.  My  reason  for  cutting  off  the  motion  to 
assign  was  this :  tonight  we  have  a  clear  night 
before  us,  the  circumstances  are  auspicious,  we 
are  in  the  very  best  possible  humor,  and  I  doubt 
if  the  Council  will  be  better  qualified  to 
debate  a  question  of  this  kind — being  a  ques- 
tion of  administration  and  executive  detail — 
at  any  time  than  they  are  at  present.  Let  the 
main  question  he  ordered  and  the  order  take  its 
second  reading,  and  then  we  can  consider 
amendments,  and  we  have  plenty  of  time  at 
present  to  consider  them. 

The  President— The  question  is,  shall  the 
main  question  be  ordered? 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  to  suspend  the  rule 
limiting  time  for  debate. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  want  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10— Mr.  Ladd— to  a 
point  about  t\>e  two-thirds  rule.  I  would  ask 
him  to  consider  the  ordinance  on  page  43.  He 
will  see  there  that  all  money  received  from  any 
sales  of  land  goes  int'i  the  sinking  fund.  I  think 
he  will  agree  that  it  is  perfectly  competent  for 
a  majority  vote  of  the  City  Council  to  direct  any 
land  to  be  sold.  It  is  also  perfectly  competent 
to  amend  the  ordinance  so  that  instead  of  put- 
ting the  proceeds  into  the  sinking  fund  it  can 
go  into  a  special  fund.  It  is  not  a  transfer,  but 
anew  appropriation,  and  does  not  require  a  two- 
thirds  vote,  as  I  construe  the  ordinance,  to 
which  I  will  call  his  attention. 

Mr.  Wilson — I  trust  the  main  question  will 
prevail,  for  the  reasons  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  has  given,  which  are,  as  I  said  at 
the  last  meeting,  perhaps  more  cogent  than  any 
that  I  could  give.  It  seems  to  me  we  ought  to 
come  to  a  vote  tonight,  As  I  understand  the 
previous  question,  it  simply  cuts  off  the  present 
motion  to  assign,  so  that  we  can  come  to  a  sec- 
ond reading  of  the  order  at  this  meeting.  Ac- 
cording to  the  statement  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12,  he  will  do  all  in  his  power  to  accept 
amendments  to  make  this  order  read  in  a  man- 
ner that  will  harmonize  with  the  opinion  of  the 
majority  of  the  members  of  this  Council,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  previous  question  ought  to 
be  put. 

The  main  question  was  ordered,  the  orders 
were  read  a  second  time.iand  the  question  came 
on  their  passage.  . 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  would  move,  sir,  on  page 
11  of  the  report,  in  order  No.  1,  that  the  word 
"directed"  be  altered  to  ''requested."  I  do  that 
because  I  think  that  the  change  throws  the  re- 
sponsibility on  to  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners. I  have  no  doubt  tnat  if  that  was  a  posi- 
tive order  to  sell  that  they  would  go  ahead  and 
sell  on  the  strength  of  it  and  carry  out  the  rest 
of  the  order.  But  for  the  reason  that  it  will  go 
heyond  our  powers,  I  think  it  had  better  read 
"requested"  instead  of  "directed."  I  move  to 
amend  the  order  so  that  it  will  read  as  follows : 

1.  Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  and  they  hereby  are  requested  to  sell 
at  public  auction  on  the  second  Monday  in  April, 
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18S8,  unless  previously  sold  or  taken  by  the  Com- 
monwealth, the  lot  of  land  owned  by  the  city 
situated  on  Hancock,  Derne  and  Temple  streets, 
commonly  called  the  reservoir  lot.  Tlieland  shall 
be  divided  into  such  lots  as  the  said  board  may 
deem  advisable,  subject,  however,  to  any  fur- 
ther instructions  from  the  City  Council.  The 
said  board  may,  if  they  deem  it  advisable,  re- 
serve from  such  sale  of  any  of  said  land  a  strip 
not  exceeding  40  feet  in  width  on  the  easterly 
side  of  said  land,  and  extending  from  Hancock 
street  to  lemple  street,  and  lay  out  the  same 
for  a  public  street.  The  said  board  may  fix  a 
minimum  price  for  said  land  at  or  before  said 
sale,  and  refuse  all  bids  for  a  less  sum.  The 
proceeds  of  such  sale  shall  constitute  a  fund  for 
the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  widening  and 
grading  Temple  and  Mt.  Vernon  streets. 

Mr.  Fottler— If  it  is  m  order  to  make  a  few- 
remarks  in  connection  with  those  amendments, 
I  will  be  very  happy  to  do  so  for  this  reason,  that 
I  have  always  been  in  favor  of  the  State  taking 
that  lot  for  State  House  purposes;  and,  more- 
over, I  have  been  in  sympathy  with  the  major- 
ity of  the  committee  in  many  of  the  improve- 
ments which  are  contemplated  to  be  carried 
out.  I  will  say  now  that  I  am  pleased  to  relin- 
quish my  opinions  in  relation  to  the  minority 
report  if  the  order  can  be  passed  with  these 
amendments. 

The  question  was  on  the  adoption  of  the 
amendments. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  am  much  better  pleased  with 
the  order  in  its  present  shape  than  I  was  with 
it  before.  Still,  I  feel  that  the  city  of  Boston 
is  undertaking  to  crowd  the  Legislature  too 
much,  and  that  we  really  ought  to  work  to- 
gether with  the  State  in  this  whole  plan.  There- 
fore I  still  feel  more  favorably  disposed  towards 
the  minority  report  as  it  first  came  in,  taking 
the  first  step  in  the  matter  10  have  the  State 
with  us— to  ask  the  State  to  grant  us  that  strip 
of  land  necessary  to  widen  Mt.  Vernon  street 
and  make  a  beginning  there,  and  be  sure  we 
have  their  assent  for  that  before  we  spend  the 
amount  of  money  that  the  taking  down  of  the 
grade  and  the  widening  of  this  street  will  re- 
quire. I  felt  that  that  was  the  proper  step  to 
take  first  and  settle  that,  but  I  am  not  going  to 
make  any  captious  opposition  to  what  seems  to 
meet  the  approval  of  the  majority  in  this  cham- 
ber. At  the  same  time,  I  feel  that  the  city  of 
Boston  could  well  afford  to  give  the  State  of 
Massachusetts  that  whole  reservoir  lot  without 
compensation  rather  than  have  the  State  House 
removed  from  its  present  site,  and  I  believe  the 
argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  in  the 
beginning  of  the  discussion,  where  he  said  he 
believed  the  State  should  give  the  Mt.  Vernon 
street  piece  of  land  as  an  equivalent  for  assess- 
ment of  betterments  on  the  State's  property, 
and  the  argument  which  he  at  the  same  time 
uses  that  this  measure  ought  to  be  carried  out 
for  the  purpose  of  forcing  the  State  to  do  some- 
thing, and  compelling  them  to  take  some  action 
by  lifting  their  property  some  ten  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  street,  are  inconsistent.  However, 
as  I  said,  I  don  t  propose  to  otter  any  opposition 
to  what  seems  to  me  to  meet  the  approval  of  the 
majority  of  the  Council. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  threo 
orders,  with  amendments. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  ask  for  the  ruling  of  the  Chair  on 
the  point  that  the  first— a  very  large— order 
making  an  appropriation  requires  48  votes  in 
the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Whithohe- Without  venturing  to  seem 
to  instruct  the  Chair,  I  would  again  call  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  this  matter  was  considered 
by  the  members  of  the  committee,  and  that  we 
rely  upon  this  point,  that  there  is  no  law  that 
requires  a  two-thirds  vote  to  make  an  appro- 
priation. Our  annual  appropriations,  with  the 
exception  of  two  or  three  items,  are  passed  by 
majority  report.  In  this  case  the  only  thing 
that  bothered  me  was  that  we  had  an  ordinance 
that  said  the  proceeds  for  the  sale  of  land 
should  go  into  the  sinking  fund.  I  have  no 
doubt,  and  I  have  the  highest  authority  for 
saying  it,  that  an  ordinance  can  be  and  is  re- 
peatedly altered  by  the  passage  of  an  order.  I 
think  I  am  right  in  my  premises,  and  the  con- 
clusion is  inevitable  to  me  that  we  have  a  per- 
fect right,  in  disposing  of  any  funds,  to  dedicate 
them  to  any  purpose  by  a  majority  vote  of  both 
branches,  with  the  approval  of  his  Honor  the 
Mayor. 

The  President— The  Chair  so  rules. 


The  three  orders,  with  amendments,  were 
passed.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider; 
lost.    Sent  un. 

PAVING  GRANITE  STREET. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  Mr.  Gomez  of- 
fered an  order— That  the  superintendent  of  the 
Paving  Department  be  requested  to  furnish  the 
Finance  Committee  an  estimate  of  what  would 
be  the  cost  of  paving  Granite  street,  South  Bos- 
ton, and  that  the  Finance  Committee  recom- 
mend any  transfer  that  can  be  properly  made 
to  complete  the  work. 

Passed.  Mr.  Gomez  moved  to  reconsider; 
lost.    Sent  up. 

NUMBER  OF  MEMBERS   COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  Mr.  Whall 
offered  an  order— That  Chapter  210  of  the  acts 
of  the  year  1S87  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  ac- 
cepted by  the  City  Council. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whall,  to  the.  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances.  Mr.  Whall  moved  to  re 
consider;  lost. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD   OF  ALDERMEN- 
RESUMED. 

17.  Report  of  Committee  on  Department  for 
Inspection  of  Buildings,  and  order  for  a  permit 
to  be  issued  to  Thomas  Gray  and  L.  W.  Clark,  to 
build  a  wooden  building  for  storage  of  coal  in 
rear  of  146  Condor  street,  Ward  1. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 
Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

18.  Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and 
order  for  the  release  of  a  restriction  from  the 
deed  of  the  city  to  Michael  O'Brien,  dated  June 
14,  1S87,  of  an  estate  on  north  side  of  East  Third 
street,  between  N  and  O  streets. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question 
came  on  giving  the  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  inquire  from  the  commit- 
tee what,  was  the  necessity  of  the  restriction 
originally,  and  why  there  is  a  present  necessity 
of  its  being  released? 

Mr.  Wilson— My  impression  is  that  the  re- 
striction in  this  case,  as  in  many  others,  put  in 
at  the  time  the  land  was  sold,  was  to  get  the 
purchasers  to  erect  buildings  before  the  date 
specified  in  the  order.  The  gentleman  in  this 
case  bought  two  lots  of  land.  On  one  lot  he 
erected  Ins  house  within  the  time  specified.  On 
the  other  lot  he  has  paid  for  his  land,  the  city  has 
received  full  value  for  his  land,  but  he  "buds 
himself  unable  to  build  on  that  land  within  the 
time  mentioned.  1  don't  know  this  fact,  but 
perhaps  this  restriction  was  put  in  there  so  as  to 
compel  the  man  to  pay,  within  a  certain  time, 
for  his  land.  Now  in  this  case  the  man  lias  paid 
in  full  for  his  land.  If  he  desires  to  keep  bis 
land  without  a  building  upon  it  and  pay  taxes 
on  unimproved  property,  it  didn't,  seem  to  the 
committee  that  there  was  any  use  in  preventing 
him  from  doing  so,  as  the  natural  inference  was 
that  he  would  get  rid  of  the  land  as  soon  as  he 
could.  My  own  impression  is  that  he  bit  off 
more  than  lie  could  chew.  He  has  bought  two 
lots  of  land  and  has  only  been  able  to  build  on 
one,  and  be  wants  to  be  relieved  of  part  of  this 
responsibility.  The  committee  thought  that 
tney  arrived  at  a  fair  conclusion. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed 
in  concurrence.  Mr.  Ladd  moved  to  reconsider; 
lost. 

19.  Report  of  same  committee  on  petition  of 
Mary  A.  Prindle,  and  order  releasing  conditions 
from  the  deed  of  the  city  to  J.  L.  Sonrel,  dated 
May  25,  1809.  of  an  estate  at  7G4  Tremont  street. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 
Mr.  Frost  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

20.  Report  of  same  committee,  and  order  (new 
draft)  for  the  sale  at  auction  of  any  part  or  the 
whole  of  the  city  estate  at  corner  of  Tremont 
and  Heath  streets,  Roxbury,  known  as  the 
Heath-street  bank. 

The  report  was  accepted.  On  motion  of  Mr. 
R.  Sullivan,  the  order  was  indefinitely  post- 
poned. Mr.  Frost  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 
Notice  sent  up. 

21.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  and  order 
(new  draft)  to  pay  to  Andrew  McLaughlin  $140 
for  labor  performed  on  the  improvement  of 
Stony  brook. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question 
caino  on  giving  the  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  to  have  some  explana- 
tion from  the  Committee  on  Claims  as  to  the 
necessity  for  paying  this  money. 
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Mr.  Leary— I  am  not  on  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  but  I  believe  I  can  give  an  explanation 
of  this  matter,  if  the  gentleman  will  accept  it 
from  me,  as  I  know  something  about  the  mat- 
ter. This  Mr.  McLaughlin,  whom  I  met  under 
peculiar  circumstances  a  year  ago,  told  me  his 
whole  case.  It  seems  he  had  a  contract  with 
the  sewer  department  on  Stony  Brook  to  do 
work  from  a  certain  street— I  have  forgotten 
the  name  of  the  street — to  the  railroad,  and 
when  he  reached  the  railroad  he  was  to  stop. 
He  did  part  of  it,  and  after  arriving  at  the  rail- 
road the  Committee  on  Sewers,  whom  I  be- 
lieve at  that  time  had  full  power  to  order,  in 
conjunction  with  the  superintendent,  instructed 
this  man  to  go  ahead  and  build  under  the 
railroad.  They  also  had  an  agreement  with  the 
railroad  that  if  the  railroad  desired  to  carry 
through  Stony  Brook  under  their  tracks,  they 
might  do  so.  The  railroad  didn't  seem  to  do  it 
right  away,  and  the  committee  ordered  this 
man  to  go  ahead  and  carry  the  brook  under  the 
railroad.  He  went  to  work  at  it  and  employed 
labor  and  bought  material.  After  working  on 
it  some  three  weeks,  the  Committee  on  Sewers 
called  him  before  them  and  told  him  he  would 
have  to  stop,  as  the  railroad  had  consented  to 
do  the  job  themselves.  So  he  said  to  them, 
"Gentlemen,  if  I  am  to  stop  now,  I  want  com- 
pensation for  what  I  have  done,"  and  they  said 
they  would  compensate  him,  and  he  put  in  his 
bill.  His  bill  amounted  to  $146,  I  believe,  and 
then  he  figured  the  balance  he  would  have  had  on 
the  job  if  he  had  been  allowed  to  goon,  amount- 
ing in  all  to  $641.  Well,  an  order  passed  the 
Council  to  give  him  §041, but  when  it  went  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  Aid.  Curtis  didn't  believe 
it  was  a  legal  claim,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
corporation  counsel  to  find  out  his  opinion.  He 
submitted  his  opinion,  saying  that  while  he 
could  not  properly  be  paid  the  amount  of  profit 
which  he  would  have  made  on  the  job,  provid- 
ing he  did  it,  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  'here 
was  nothing  left,  but  to  give  him  $146  for  the 
material  he  bought.  While  the  matter  was  on 
the  calendar  I  went  over  the  whole  case  and 
found  out  the  state  of  affairs.  I  knew  this  man 
had  told  me  that  the  Council  had  passed  an 
order  to  give  him  $641,  but  I  didn't  know  when. 
But  I  have  found  out  that  it  was  in  1884.  As  I 
say,  the  corporation  counsel's  opinion  was  that 
he  was  entitled  to  $146.  [Mr.Leary  read  the  cor- 
poration counsel's  opinion  given  in  1884  in  re- 
gard to  the  McLaughlin  claim.]  If  the  gentle- 
man desires,  I  will  go  ahead  and  read  in  regard 
to  the  whole  transaction. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  do  not  doubt  the  facts  stated  by 
the  gentleman,  and  therefore  it  is  not  necessary 
that  he  should  read  from  the  record  to  show 
that  he  states  them  correctly.  But  if  the  facts 
are  as  have  been  stated,  it  is  not  a  legal  claim, 
and  I  do  not  understand  that  the  gentleman 
says  the  corporation  counsel  says  it  is  a  legal 
claim. 

Mr.  Leaky— I  will  read  the  opinion  of  the  cor- 
poration counsel.  [Reading  from  the  proceed- 
ings of  1S84,  the  opinion  on  this  claim,  con- 
cluding with  the  statement  that  the  petitioner 
had  no  right  to  charge  for  estimated  profit  on 
work  not  done.] 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Ladd— It  still  appears  to  my  mind  from 
the  opinion  of  the  corporation  counsel  that  he 
has  not  decided  that  the  city  has  any  liability  in 
this  case,  and  therefore  on  the  passage  of  the 
order  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  Council  refused  to  order  the  yeas  and  nays 
by  division,  3  in  favor,  18  against. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence.  Mr. 
Leary  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

22.  Report  of  Committee  on  Laying  Out  and 
"Widening  Streets,  that  the  order  requesting  the 
Street  Commissioners  to  report  the  cost  of  wid- 
ening Boylston  street  on  the  southerly  side,  be- 
tween Park  square  and  Tremont  street,  to  70 
feet,  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

23.  Report  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Contin 
gent  Expenses,  that  in  their  opinion  the  order 
to  allow  for  payment  the  bill  of  J.  Tyler  Hicks 
($85)  and  the  bill  of  Beckman  &  Punchard 
($153.05)  for  refreshments  furnished  members  of 
the  City  Council  and  invited  guests  on  17th  of 
June  and  4th  of  July,  respectively,  ought  to 
pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  or- 


dered to  a  second  reading.  Mr.  Whall  moved  to 
suspend  the  rule. 

Mr.  Whall— In  regard  to  the  item  of  $85.  I 
understand  that  that  is  to  pay  for  extra  refresh- 
ments that  were  devoured  in  Monument  Hall 
on  the  17th  of  June.  I  believe  Mr.  Hicks  was 
told  to  provide  for  a  certain  number ;  more  than 
that  number  attended  and  partook  of  the  re- 
past; and  I  believe  Mr.  Hicks  had  to  send  to 
Boston,  or  wherever  his  place  of  business  is,  to 
provide  further  refreshments.  I  understand 
that  the  additional  number  was  occasioned  by  a 
great  many  of  the  members  of  the  government 
bringing  their  ladies  to  the  celebration  in 
Charlestown  on  that  occasion.  At  any  rate,  Mr. 
Hicks  has  not  been  paid  $85  of  his  bill.  The 
item,  $183.05,  I  have  some  knowledge  of,  because 
that  was  incurred  by  members  of  the  committee 
and  officers  appointed  to  superintend  the  games 
upon  the  Common  and  elsewhere.  1  haven't anv 
doubt  that  Imyself  formed  apart  of  that  bill. and 
in  order  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  may 
know  whether  or  not  I  earned  my  dinner  on  that 
day,  I  will  inform  lum  that  the  dollar's  worth  of 
dinner  I  got  I  earned  in  this  way.  I  left  a  sea- 
side resort  at  quarter  past  5;  was  on  the  Com- 
mon before  7,  and  I  was  there  getting  my  shins 
broken  and  my  shoes  soiled  until  quarter  past  3. 
I  did  the  hottest  and  hardest  clay's  work  that  I 
have  done  for  10  years,  and  I  don't  think  the 
gentleman  will  begrudge  me  the  dollar's  worth 
of  dinner  I  received  on  that  occasion.  Unfor- 
tunately for  the  treasury,  but  fortunately  for 
the  officials  superintending  the  games,  hey 
were  not  acting  that  day  under  the  $1  limit — 
they  were  playing  an  unlimited  game  [laugh- 
ter]—and  I  presume  that  they  had  such  a  repast 
as  in  a  measure  compensated  them  for  their 
services.  I  know  that  all  these  officers,  or  at 
least  those  in  the  committee  of  which  I  was 
one,  on  hurling,  lacrosse  and  bicycling,  had  to 
work  very  hard,  and  I  don't  think  the  citizens 
of  Boston,  or  we,  as  representatives  of  those 
citizens,  should  begrudge  them  the  $3  or  $4  din- 
ner they  received  on  that  occasion. 

Mr.  Perkins — While  I  shall  not  vote  against 
this  order  I  think  it  would  be  well  for  commit- 
tees in  the  future  to  look  out  for  their  appro- 
priations. I  do  not  like  to  see  these  bills  coming 
in  here  at  this  late  date.  The  committees  ought 
to  clear  up  all  their  bills  immediately  after  the 
work  is  done.  I  would  suggest  to  the  commit- 
tee that  they  should  have  saved  money  enough 
out  of  their  appropriation  to  provide  them  with 
a  dinner.  I  think  that  some  committees  do 
that.  I  think  that  in  a  good  many  appropria- 
tions there  must  have  been  a  good  many  extras 
or  something  of  that  kind  to  come  out  of  them, 
for  the  city  did  not  get  very  large  value  for  the 
money  spent.  For  instance,  I  may  mention  the 
matter  of  fireworks,  for  which  I  think  we 
appropriated  $1400.  I  happen  to  know  some- 
thing about  fireworks.  I  was  on  the  Com- 
mon and  saw  the  fireworks,  and  I  thought  the 
city  did  not  get  emough  for  the  money  it  paid.  I 
would  agree  to  furnish  a  great  deal  better  dis- 
play for  a  great  deal  less  money  than  $1400.  I 
hope  we  shall  have  no  more  bills  come  in  for 
extras  on  the  Fourth  of  July. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  am  glad  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  7  has  accounted  so  well  for  one  of  the  $153. 
But  it  must  have  been  a  very  large  committee — 
153  members. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  the  order  was 
passed  in  concurrence.  Mi-.  Whall  moved  to  re- 
consider; lost. 

24.  Order  requesting  Committee  on  Finance  to 
provide  $400  to  be  expended  in  removing  the  ar- 
mory of  Company  B,  Ninth  Regiment,  to  Wait's 
Hall,  and  in  fitting  and  furnishing  said  hall. 

Passed  in  concurrence.  Mr.  Leary  moved  to 
reconsider;  lost. 

25.  Reference  to  Committee  on  Finance,  to  re- 
port at  next  meeting  of  Board  of  Aldermen,  of 
an  order  for  a  transfer  of  $100,000  from  the  ap- 
propriation for  library  building',  Dartmouth 
street,  to  the  appropriation  for  sewers. 

The  question  was  upon  concurrence  in  the 
reference. 

Mr.  Perkins— I  am  obliged  to  confess  that  I 
am  a  good  deal  in  the  dark  as  regards  the  condi- 
tion of  the  new  public  library  building.  I  should 
like  to  ask  if  any  member  of  the  committee  can 
give  us  the  present  condition  of  that  building — 
how  much  of  the  appropriation  remains  at  pres- 
ent in  the  hands  of  the  trustees,  and  why  some 
of  the  work  is  not  being  performed  on  the 
building.    I  have  not  much  doubt  in  my  owrn 
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mind  that  sewers  are  much  more  important  to 
the  city  of  Boston  at  the  present  time  than  a 
new  public  library  building-. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  remind  the 
gentleman  that  the  question  is  on  reference. 

Mr.  McNary — I  understand  that  no  debate  is 
in  order. 

Mr.  Ladd— That  is  certainly  a  new  rule  to  me 
that  no  debate  is  in  order  on  a  question  of  ref- 
erence. 

The  President— The  Chair  made  no  such 
ruling. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  am  very  glad  the  Chair  did  not. 
I  certainly  think  we  have  the  privilege  of  dis- 
cussing any  matter  which  comes  up  here  re- 
quiring our  approval.  I  sympathize  with  some 
of  the  feeling  which  is  exhibited  in  regard  to  the 
wants  of  the  Sewer  Department.    If  there  is  no 


proper  provision  for  sewers,  I  think  there  should 
he,  and  I  don't  feel  like  opposing  this  matter  at 
the  present  time.  It  is  simply  a  question  of  ref- 
erence to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance  in  concur- 
rence.   Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

SEWER    APPROPRIATION. 

26.  Notice  of  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  of 
reference  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  of  the 
order  for  certain  transfers  to  the  appropriation 
for  the  Sewer  Department. 

Mr.  McNary  withdrew  the  notice. 

Mr.  Frost  moved  to  adjourn.  Declared  car- 
rried.  Mr.  Whall  doubted  the  vote  and  the 
Council  was  divided,  21  in  favor  and  17  against, 
and  the  Council  was  declared  adjourned,  at 
10.20  P.M. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Monday,  Oct.  10, 1887. 

Regular  meeting'  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
4  P.M.,  Aid.  Donovan,  chairman,  presiding.  All 
the  members  present. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Bromwich,  the  reading  of 
the  record  was  dispensed  with. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Five  petit  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  United 
States  Circuit  Court,  and  six  traverse  for  the 
Superior  Criminal  Court. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENT. 

A   communication   was    received    from    the 
mayor,  making  the  following  appointment: 
To  he  weigher  of  coal,  Eichard  Welch,  Jr. 
Laid  over. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE  ON  PETITIONS. 

Upon  the  following  petitions: 

Pearson  Cordage  Company,  lor  license  to  erect 
and  use  a  stationary  steam  engine  of  75-horse 
power  at  rear  of  Norfolk  avenue,  near  Magazine 
street,  AVard  20. 

Owen  Nawri,  for  leave  to  project  a  bay  window 
from  building-  on  Maywood  street,  corner  War- 
ren street,  Ward  21. 

Orders  of  notice  were  passed  for  hearings  on 
Monday,  Oct.  24, 1887. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps— John  Forsyth 
and  others,  for  an  electric  light  corner  of  Tre- 
mont  street  and  Cottage  place. 

Charles  W.  Smith,  for  public  lamps  in  the  pas- 
sageways between  Gloucester  and  Hereford 
sti  eets,  m  rear  of  .No.  34  Gloucester  street. 

Mr.  Curlis  and  others,  for  public  lamps  on 
Marin  ion  street. 

James  H.  Waite,  for  a  public  lamp  on  Zeigler 
place.  Ward  20. 

W.  M.  Osborne,  for  public  lamps  on  Wenonah 
street. 

Austin  C.  Wellington  Coal  Company,  for  an 
electric  light  on  Ninth  street. 

A.  Cassidy  and  others,  for  public  lamps  on  Bol- 
ster street.  Ward  23. 

James  M.  Gray,  for  a  public  lamp  in  front  of 
the  First  Reformed  Episcopal  Church  on  Dart- 
mouth street,  near  Harwich  street. 

Joseph  F.  Eicho'-n  and  others,  for  public  lamps 
on  Fuller  street.  Ward  24. 

W.  M.  Osborne,  for  a  large  lamp  on  the  corner 
of  Elm  Hill  avenue  and  Crawford  street. 

St.  Botolph  Club,  for  public  lamps  on  Newbury 
street. 

Thomas  W.  Bicknell  and  others,  for  public 
lamps  on  Warren  avenue.  Ward  24. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines,  etc. — 
J.  W.  Wheelwright,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use 
a  steam  boiler  of  eight-horse  power  for  heating 
purposes  at  973-975  Washington  street. 

D.  C.  Heath  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use 
a  steam  Doiler  of  12-horse  power  for  heating 
purposes  at  corner  Pemberton  square  and  Som- 
erset street. 

William  Bassett,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use 
five  steam  boilers  of  five-horse  power  each  for 
heating  purposes  in  a  block  of  five  houses  on 
Caledonia  street. 

William  Bassett,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use 
seven  steam  boilers  of  five-horse  power  each 
for  heating  purposes  in  a  block  of  seven  houses 
on  Caledonia  street. 

William  Bassett,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use 
steam  boilers  of  five-horse  power  each  for  heat- 
ing purposes  in  a  block  of  seven  houses  on  St. 
Paul  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving— 3.  C.  Storey,  for 
edgestones,  southeast  corner  First  and  B  streets, 
South  Boston. 

Petitions  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  the 
following  estates : 

J.  H.  Duane  and  others,  Sumner  street,  East 
Boston,  between  Cottage  and  Seaver  streets. 

Locke  &  Flint,  East  Fourth  street. 

H.  M.  Hyams,  1464  and  1466  Tremont  street. 


Petitions  for  edgestones  and  brick  sidewalks 
in  front  of  the  following  estates  : 

Edward  A.  White,  310  to  318  (inclusive)  Wash- 
ington street.  Dorchester. 

John  A.  Gould,  10  Grant  street. 

Isaac  Blair  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  move  a  wooden 
building  from  37  Simmons  street,  Ward  19,  to  the 
opposite  side  of  Simmons  street. 

A.  D.  Williams  and  others,  for  a  crosswalk  on 
Walnut  avenue  at  Walnut  Park. 

Mrs.  L.  C.  Shaw,  for  leave  to  put  a  coalhole  in 
the  sidewalk  in  front  of  estate  corner  Harrison 
avenue  and  Essex  street. 

H.  G.  O.  Chase,  for  leave  to  place  two  coal- 
holes in  Prospect,  two  in  Staniford  street,  and 
one  in  South  Margin  street. 

O.  H,  Drisco  &  Son  and  others,  for  a  crosswalk 
on  Huntington  avenue,  opposite  No.  228. 

James  E.  Swan  and  others,  that  Arcadia  street 
be  macadamized,  edgestones  set,  and  gutters 
paved. 

J.  H.  French  and  others,  that  Grant  street 
from  Crescent  avenue  to  Harbor-view  street  be 
graded  and  put  in  order,  also  for  edgestones  on 
said  Grant  street. 

Joseph  Gahm  and  others,  that  Ellwood  street 
(formerly  Mechanic  street),  Charlestown,  be 
graded  and  put  in  order,  also  for  edgestones  and 
sidewalks  on  said  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  (.Aid.)— Mrs.  C. 
Casey,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden 
building  for  one  horse  on  Granger  and  Duncan 
streets,  Ward  24. 

Blacker  &  Shepard,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  and  iron  building  for  16  horses  on  Al- 
bany street,  about  No.  356,  nearly  opposite  Bris- 
tol ptreet.  Ward  16. 

Michael  Kiernan,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old 
wooden  building  for  12  horses  on  Lexington 
avenue,  rear  near  Union  street,  Ward  25. 

To  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hah.  etc. — 
James  Waldeck  and  others,  for  the  use  of  Fan- 
euil Hall  for  a  public  meeting,  Sunday,  Oct.  23. 

Thomas  J.  Barry  and  others,  for  the  use  of 
Faneuil  Hall,  Wednesday  evening,  Oct.  19.  1887. 

To  the  Committee  on  Electric  Wires— Miss  M. 
F.  Fisk  and  others,  for  the  removal  of  the  po- 
lice signal  box  on  West  street. 

C.  H.  Dill.  2d.  and  others,  for  the  removal  of 
a  police  signal  box  at  the  corner  of  Eliot  and 
Washington  streets. 

N.  E.  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company,  for 
leave  to  erect  poles  on  Green  street,  West  Rox- 
bury. 

N.  E.  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company,  for 
leave  to  erect  poles  in  Miller,  Lawrence,  and 
Austin  streets,  Charlestown  District. 

To  the  Committee  on  Railroads— South  Boston 
Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to  construct  and 
maintain  a  double  track  on  Q  street,  from  Sixth 
street  to  First  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims— -Laura  E. 
Brackett,  fo  compensation  for  personal  in- 
juries received  March  S,  1887,  from  an  alleged 
defect  in  Wheeler  street. 

Paul  H.  Jacobs,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
ages caused  by  tbe  impeding  of  travel  and  the 
erection  of  a  fence  under  a  license  from  the 
city,  thus  causing  him  a  great  loss  in  his  busi- 
ness. 

To  the  Committee  on  Servers— Reus  Joshua 
Bennett  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in  Barton  street, 
between  Leverett  and  Lowell  streets. 

Rev.  P.  Ronan  and  others,  for  a  sewer  from 
Bowdoin  street  to  Geneva  avenue.  Ward  24. 

Mary  W,  Robinson  and  others,  that  a  sewer  be 
laid  in  Brent  street,  between  Carlisle  and  Wash- 
ington streets,  W  ard  24. 

To  the  Committee  on  Department  for  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings — Arthur Timmins,  for  leave 
to  build  an  addition  on  Brighton  avenue,  rear 
near  opposite  Chester  street,  Ward  25. 

James  H.  Waite,  for  leave  to  build  an  addition 
on  218  Dudley  street,  Ward  20. 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Common,  etc. — J. 
Murray  Howe  and  others,  for  the  removal  of  a 
tree  in  front  of  estate  19  Union  Park. 

J.  C.  Storey,  that  the  trees  in  front  of  556  to 
560  Broad  way.  South  Boston,  be  trimmed. 

Stoughtou-street  Baptist  Church,  for  the  re- 
moval of  a  dead  tree  in  front  of  said  church  on 
Sumner  street,  Dorchester. 

"THE  WILLOWS,"  WASHINGTON  STREET. 

Aid.  Lee  presented  the  petition  of  Daniel  C. 
Whittemore  and  others,  that  a  part  of  Washing- 
ton street,  Ward  23,  be  put  in  order  for  travel 
from  Forest  Hills  station  to  Roslindale. 
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In  connection  with  the  above  Aid.  Lee,  under 
a  suspension  of  the  rule,  offered  an  order— That 
the  superintendent  of  streets  be  requested  to  im- 
mediately put  in  order  for  public  travel  that 
part  of  Washington  street,  in  Ward  23,  known 
as  the  "Willows." 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  think  it  would  be  better  to 
refer  that  to  the  committee.  The  appropriation 
is  getting  short,  and  it  is  possible  by  referring  it 
to  the  committee  that  something  can  be  done  to 
attend  to  that  matter  and  even  hasten  action  in 
it.  There  are  a  great  many  orders  passed  in  the 
Board  which  the  superintendent  takes  no  notice 
of.  He  tells  the  committee  openly  to  have  or- 
ders in  relation  to  these  matters  referred  to 
them  and  thev  can  be  considered  by  the  com- 
mittee, and  if  necessary  some  means  can  proba- 
bly be  adopted  to  meet  them. 

Aid.  Lee — I  am  somewhat  surprised  at  the  re- 
quest for  reference  and  the  remarks  that  the 
aJderman  from  the  ninth  district  has  made.  If 
be  had  carefully  listened  to  the  reading  of  that 

Eetition,  he  certainly  would  not  have  desired  to 
ave  that  order  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Paving.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  executive 
work  and  that  it  belongs  entirely  to  the 
superintendent  of  paving  and  not  to  the 
committee.  While  I  have  no  objection  at  any 
time  to  referring  a  matter  to  a  committee  for 
consideration,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  petition 
gives  all  the  information  that  is  demanded  in 
this  case.  The  trouble  has  been,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  this  work  has  progressed  very  slowly.  An- 
other factor  which  has  been  of  much  inconven- 
ience to  the  business  men  of  that  section  of  the 
city,  has  been  the  closing  of  South  street,  and  it 
was  done  by  an  order  from  the  Committee  on 
Paving.  Now,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  citizens 
in  that  district,  and  the  gentlemen  doing  busi- 
ness along  the  line  of  that  street  and  the  out- 
skirts of  it,  should  have  some  relief,  and  not  be 
obliged  to  travel  from  three  and  four  to  five 
miles  across  the  border  line  of  some  other  town 
to  get  into  Eoslindale.  I  trust  the  order  will  not 
be  referred  to  the  committee,  but  that  the  alder- 
men will  allow  it  to  pass,  and  let  the  respon- 
sibility then  rest  upon  the  superintendent  of 
streets,  as  to  whether  he  will  open  up  a  certain 
portion  of  that  street  and  give  the  needed  relief 
to  the  business  men  and  citizens  in  that  section 
of  the  city. 

The  Chairman— The  question  is  on  reference 
to  the  Committee  on  Paving  (Aid.) 

Aid. 'Maguire— I  coincide  with  what  the  al- 
derman says,  but  he  knows,  as  well  as  the  com- 
mittee knows  that  orders  have  been  passed 
here  where  there  has  not  been  money  enough 
m  the  department  to  carry  them  through,  and 
lie  also  knows  that  the  superintendent  of  streets 
has  no  other  means  of  communicating  to  the 
Board  except  through  this  committee.  I  think, 
if  the  alderman  will  allow  that  matter  to  go  to 
the  committee,  that  he  will  hasten  it  much 
more  than  he  would  if  he  insisted  upon  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order  this  afternoon. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  hold  with  the  alderman 
opposite  that  the  committee  has  really  nothing 
to  do  with  the  matter.  As  one  of  tin- Paving 
Committee  I  believe  there  was  an  appropriation 
made  to  do  this  work,  and  the  money  is  there  to 
do  it.  By  delaying  the  work,  it  seems  to  me 
by  the  conversation  that  has  come  up,  that  it  is 
the  intention  somehow  to  transfer  that  money, 
or  a  part  of  it.  somewhere  else.  Nowlthink 
the  order  is  in  good  form,  and  I  hope  that  it  will 
be  passed.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving,  because  I  do  not  think 
we  can  hasten  it  a  bit  by  such  action. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  Cominittoe  on 
Paving  (Aid.)  was  lost. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed 
under  suspension  of  the  rule.  Aid.  Lee  moved 
to  reconsider;  lost. 

HEARINGS  ON   ORDERS   OF  NOTICE. 

1.  On  petition  of  L.  AV7&  H.  F.  Morse,  for  leave 
to  project  two  bay-windows  from  building  475  to 
47!)  Blue  Hill  avenue. 

No  objections.  Referred  to  Committee  on  In- 
spection of  Buildings,  (Aid.) 

2.  On  petition  of  Morey,  Churchill  &  Morey, 
for  »  license  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  engine 
of  two-horse  power  at  159  to  163  Friend  street, 
Ward  7. 

Petitioners  given  leave  to  withdraw  at  their 
own  request. 


3.  On  petition  of  S.  D.  Hicks  &  Son.  for  a  li- 
cense to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  engine  of  30- 
horse  power  at  178  Friend  street,  Ward  7. 

4.  On  petition  of  Kidder  Press  Co.,  for  a  license 
to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  engine  of  25-horse 
power  on  Norfolk  avenue. 

5.  On  petition  of  Julius  Montey,  for  a  license 
to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  engine  of  two-horse 
power  at  35  South  Margin  street,  Ward  7. 

No  objections.  Severally  referred  to  Commit- 
tee on  Steam  Engines. 

6.  On  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Haviland  street,  between  West  Chester  park 
and  Parker  street,  Ward  22. 

7.  On  proposed  construction  of  sewers  in  Ful- 
ler street  between  Washington  street  and  Dor- 
chester aveuue,  and  in  Dorchester  avenue  be- 
tween Fuller  and  Van  w  inkle  streets,  Ward  24. 

8.  On  proposed  construction  of  sewers  in 
Beale,  Fuller  and  Bushnell  streets,  and  through 
private  land  in  Ward 24. 

No  objections.  Severally  recommitted  to 
Committee  on  Sewers,  (Aid.) 

PAPERS-  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

9.  Notice  of  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
order  for  the  sale  of  city  estate,  at  the  corner  of 
Heath  and  Tremont  streets,  Roxbury, — Heath- 
street  bank.    Placed  on  file. 

10.  Ordered,  That  the  Record  Commi-sioners 
be  and  they  hereby  are  authorized  to  expend  the 
farther  sum  of  $1000  in  issuing  their  reprint  of 
the  Colonial  Laws  of  1G72,  and  that  they  be  also 
authorized  to  expend  not  over  $2000  in  preparing 
and  issuing  a  reprint  of  the  Colonial  Laws  of 
1060,  suitably  annotated;  both  of  said  amounts 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  printing, 
Record  Commissioners'  Department. 

Passed  in  concurrence. 

11.  Ordered.  That  the  superintendent  of  the 
Paving  Department  be  requested  to  furnish  to 
the  Finanoe  Committee  an  estimate  of  what 
would  be  the  cost  of  paving  Granite  street, 
South  Boston,  and  that  the  Finance  Committee 
recommend  any  transfer  that  can  be  properly 
made  to  complete  the  work. 

Passed  in  concurrence. 

12.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  re- 
commending the  passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  be  authorized 
to  transfer  the  sum  of  $25,000  from  the  appro- 
priation of  the  House  of  Industry  to  the  appro- 
priation for  the  Home  for  Paupers,  Long  Island. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence; 
yeas  12,  nays  0. 

13.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
"ought  to  pass"  on  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  be  authorized 
to  transfer  the  sum  of  $1000  from  the  reserved 
fund  to  the  appropriation  for  the  inspection  of 
buildings. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence; 
yeas  12,  nays  0. 

14.  Report  of  the  joint  special  committee  on 
the  sale  of  the  reservoir  lot  (City  Doc.  98),  with 
amended  orders  as  follows: 

(1.)  Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners he  and  they  hereby  are  (A)  directed 
to  sell  at  public  auction,  on  (B)  or  before  Nov. 
15,  1887  (0),  the  lot  of  land  owned  by  the  city 
situated  on  Hancock,  Derne  and  Temple  streets, 
commonly  called  the  Reservoir  lot. 

The  land  shall  be  divided  into  such  lots  as  the 
said  board  may  deem  advisable,  subject,  how- 
ever, to  any  further  instructions  from  the  City 
Council,  (D)  and  provided  that  the  purchaser  of 
the  first  lot  sold  may  have  the  option  of  taking 
the" entire  lot  at  the  same  rate  per  foot,  if  he  so 
elect  at  the  time  of  sale  (E).  The  said  hoard 
may,  if  they  deem  it  advisable,  reserve  from 
such  sale  of  any  of  said  land  a  strip  not  exceed- 
ing 40  leet  in  width  on  the  easterly  side  of  said 
land,  and  extending  from  Hancock  street  to 
Temple  street,  and  lay  out  the  same  as  a  public 
street. 

The  said  board  may  fix  a  minimum  price  for 
said  land  at  or  before  said  sale,  and  refuse  all 
bids  for  a  less  sum. 

The  proceeds  of  such  sale  shall  constitute  a 
fund  for  the  payment  of  the 'expenses  of  widen- 
ing and  grading  Temple  and  Mt.  Vernon  streets. 

(2.)  Orciered,  That  the  Board  of  Street Commis- 
sioners  he  and  they  hereby  are  requested  to 
widen  Temple  street  on  the  easterly  side,  from 
the  southerly  line  of  Derne  street  to  the  north- 
erly line  of  Mt.  Vernon  street  at  the  corner  of 
Beacon-hill  place,  as  shown  on  a  plan  of  the  said 
widening  made  by  Thomas  W.  Davis,  city  sur- 
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veyor,  dated  Jan.  7,  1887,  and  deposited  in  his 
office;  the  expense  of  such  widening  to  be 
charged  to  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  old 
reservoir  lot  on  said  Temple  and  Derne  and 
Hancock  streets. 

(5.)  Ordered,  That  His  Hoi  or  the  Mayor  be 
and  he  hereby  is  requested  to  petition  the  Legis- 
lature at  its  next  session  for  the  passage  of  an 
act  releasing  to  the  city  of  Boston,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  widening  Mt.  Vernon  street  to  a  width 
of  50  feet,  on  the  portion  of  said  street  running 
northerly  from  Beacon  street,  so  much  of  the 
land  appurtenant  to  the  State  House  as  may  be 
needed;  and  also  to  release  the  city  of  Boston 
from  all  grade  damages  which  might  be  due  to 
the  Commonwealth  in  respect  to  any  of  its  lands 
or  buildings  on  Mt.  Vernon  street,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  fact  that  no  betterments  for  such 
street  widening  or  grading  can.be  assessed  upon 
the  Commonwealth,  although  its  property  will 
be  benefited  thereby. 

Orders  1,  2  and  5,  on  pages  11  and  12,  were 
passed  with  these  amendments  to  the  first  of 
said  orders:  At  (A)  strikeout  "directed"  and 
insert  "requested."  Strike  out  all  between  (B) 
and  (C)  and  insert,  in  place  thereof,  "the  second 
Monday  in  April,  1S88,  unless  previously  sold  to 
or  taken  by  the  Commonwealth."  Strike  out 
all  between  (D)  and  (E). 

The  two  reports  were  received  in  concurrence, 
and  the  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the 
first  order  as  amended. 

Aid.  C.  \V.  Smith— As  one  of  those  who  signed 
the  minority  report,  I  would  like  to  say  that,  as 
the  Council  has  practically  adopted  the  minority 
report,  I  had  intended  today  to  vote  for  the 
order  as  it  came  from  the  other  branch.  But 
within  two  or  three  days  there  have  been  quite 
a  number  of  persons  who  have  called  on  me  and 
asked  if  the  committee  would  consider  the  low- 
ering of  the  grade  of  Mt.  Vernon  street,  between 
"West  Cedar  street  and  the  proposed  new  grade 
of  Temple  street.  The  city  surveyor  is  now 
drawing  plans  to  show  what  the  grade  would 
be,  and  if  the  Board  would  allow  this  to  lie  on 
the  table  for  a  week  or  so  we  would  have  those 
plans  ready,  and  we  could  then  act  on  the  whole 
subject  at  once.  I  make  that  motion,  that  we 
allow  this  to  lie  on  the  table  until  the  next 
meeting.  At  that  time  I  may  move  that  it  be 
referred  back  to  the  committee  for  another 
week. 

Aid.  Carroll— As  I  understand  it,  that  mo- 
tion is  not  debatable. 

The  Chairman— No,  sir. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  was  simply  going  to  say,  that 
J  hoped  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  would  not 
prevail. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  declared 
lost.  Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  doubted  the  vote  and 
called  for  a  verification  by  yeas  and  nays.  The 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost;  yeas  5, 
nays  7: 

Yeas— Aid.  Allen,  Bromwich,  Haynes,  N.  G. 
Smith,  C.  W.  Smith-5. 

Nays— Aid.  Capen,  Carroll,  Donovan,  Lee, 
Maguire,  McLaughlin,  Sullivan — 7. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the 
order  (1)  as  amended  in  concurrence. 

Aid.  Allen— I  do  not  desire  to  oppose  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order,  but  1  would  like  the  word 
"April"  stricken  out  and  ".July"  inserted  so  that 
it  wouldread  "the  second  Monday  of  July,  1888," 
instead  of  "the  second  Monday  of  April,  188S." 
The  reason  why  1  make  this  suggestion  is  be- 
cause, in  some  little  experience  of  four  winters 
at  the  Legislature,  I  have  found  that  matters  of 
this  kind  did  not  get  reached  so  early  in  the 
session  as  the  first  of  April,  and  it  is  nothing 
but  fair  that  this  should  be  put  off  until  the 
Legislature  shall  have  a  fair  opportunity  to 
consider  the  whole  question.  Certainly  no  harm 
will  be  done,  I  think,  if  the  order  is  amended 
so  as  to  read  "the  second  Mondav  of  July."  I 
think,  if  we  should  let  the  order  stand  as  it  is, 
we  should  find  that  we  would  be,  of  necessity, 
compelled  to  put  it  off  until  the  Legislature 
took  some  action.  I  make  that  suggestion,  that 
it  be  made  to  read  "July"  instead  of  "April." 

Aid.  Carroll— Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  not  rise  to 
object  to  the  proposition  made  by  the  gentleman 
who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  but  in  rising  to  ob- 
ject to  the  order  lying  on  the  table,  I  did  so  in 
justice  to  the  city  of  Boston  and  one  of  its  rep- 
resentatives in  the  city  government.  I  think 
the  city  government  of  Boston  has  gone  a  good 
ways  in  giving  the  State  the  chance  and  privil- 
ege of  taking  this  lot  it  they  desired  it.    From 


all  I  can  ascertain,  through  channels  of  infor- 
mation superior,  I  think,  to  those  of  a  good 
many  members  of  this  Board,  the  reason  the 
State  didn't  settle  this  matter  last  year  was 
simply  because,  unfortunateiv,  one  man  had 
been  placed  on  that  committee  who  was  an 
architect,  and  he  couldn't  get  a  thing 
through  his  nut  except  that  which  fol- 
lowed his  ideas.  The  reason  the  State 
does  not  own  this  property  today  is  on  account 
of  the  unfortunate  appointment  on  that  com- 
mittee of  that  architect  who  couldn't  see  any- 
thing except  through  his  own  glasses.  The 
committee  itself  agreed  that  the  State  ought  to 
own  it.  He  agreed  that  the  State  ought  to  own 
it,  but  under  certain  conditions— the  building  to 
be  something  according  to  his  idea— and  when 
the  State  went  out  and  gave  a  premium  for 
somebody  to  draw  a  plan,  the  best  plan  to  get 
the  prize,  he  wouldn't  come  within  ninety-inne 
one-hundredths  of  getting  it.  That  is  the  rea- 
son I  object  to  laying  the  matter  on  the  table. 
The  reason  the  State  does  not  own  the  lot  today 
is  because  of  the  unfortunate  appointment  of 
the  architect  on  that  committee.  I  got  that  as 
straight  as  any  man  could  get  it,  from  two 
men  on  the  committee,  who  told  the  truth, 
for  they  had  no  reason  to  lie  about  it. 
That  is  the  reason  why  I  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man who  has  just  taken  his  seat.  I  do  not  object 
to  his  proposition ;  I  think  it  is  a  good  idea.  I 
think  the  State  ought  to  own  the  property,  and 
I  think  any  one  appointed  on  the  committee  on 
behalf  of  the  State  will  agree  to  the  same  thing. 
It  is  only  a  question  of  having  the  right  men, 
able  men  of  brains,  men  who  will  appreciate  the 
situation  and  give  to  Massachusetts  what  she 
ought  to  have— that  lot;  and,  if  the  State  can 
use  it,  it  is  to  the  advantage  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton to  assist  them  and  aid  them  in  getting  it. 
We  would  be  only  too  glad  to  have  the  State 
possess  it,  not  for  any  benefit  to  us  or  because  we 
believe  we  are  are  going  to  enrich  our- 
selves, but  because  we  believe  the  State 
ought  to  have  the  property,  and  I  agree  with, 
and  will  support,  the  motion  the  gentleman 
just  now  made.  But  I  desire  to  show  why  I  am 
opposed  to  laying  the  matter  on  the  table.  I 
don't  think  it  ought  to  be  laid  on  the  table.  I 
desire,  for  one,  to  aid  and  assist  the  State  in 
gaining  possession  of  the  property,  for  I  don't 
believe  any  one  can  possess  that  property  to  as 
good  advantage  or  with  as  good  results  as  the 
State.  And.  as  I  said  before,  if  anybody  in  the 
Board  will  investigate  the  matter,  he  will  find 
that  the  reason  the  State  does  not  own  the  prop- 
erty today  is  on  account  of  the  unfortunate  ap- 
pointment of  an  architect  on  the  committee, 
who  "knew  it  all,"  and  the  balance  of  the  com- 
mittee knew  nothing. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— I  don't  think  there  will 
be  any  objection  raised  by  any  member  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Sale  of  the  Reservoir  Lot  to 
the  amendment  offered  by  the  alderman  on  my 
right.  The  committee  were  practically  unani- 
mous in  one  idea,  that  the  State  should  have 
the  reservoir  lot  and  should  have  the  first 
chance  to  procure  it,  We  have  waited  two  or 
three  years  for  the  State  to  say  they  would  take 
it,  and  we  find  ourselves  as  far  away  from  it  to- 
day as  ever.  Now  I  believe  we  ought  to  place  a 
limit  on  the  time  and  let  the  people  at  the  State 
House  see  that  if  they  want  the  reservoir  lot 
they  have  got  to  get  down  to  hard  work  and  get 
some  measme  past  both  branches  of  the  Legis- 
lature. I  am  in  favor  of  the  gentleman's  amend- 
ment, and  I  don't  suppose  any  member  of  the 
committee  will  dissent. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  suppose  the  object  of  the 
sale  of  this  lot  is  to  procure  money  for  a  spe- 
cific purpose,  namely,  the  widening  of  Temple 
street.  I  recognize  the  importance  of  widen- 
ing that  street  and  cutting  down  the  hill,  in  or- 
der that  better  communication  with  the  north- 
ern depots  may  be  established.  But,  sir,  there 
are  many  other  projects  before  the  city  of  fully 
as  great  importance  as  the  widening  and  cut- 
ting down  of  that  street.  This  lot  of  land  is 
quite  a  large  piece,  in  a  desirable  neighborhood, 
near  the  State  House,  and  can  he  used  by  the 
State  or  by  the  city  for  a  very  good  purpose, 
which  would,  in  my  judgment,  be  of  very  much 
greater  advantage  to  the  city  than  selling  it 
in  order  to  procure  money  for  the  purpose 
of  widening  that  street.  A  year  ago.  you 
will  recollect,  I  recommended  that  this  lot 
be  set  apart  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  regi- 
mental armory  for  the  city.    That  in  my  judg- 
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merit  is  one  of  the  important  questions  we  have 
got  to  lace  before  long.  Our  militia  is  scattered, 
as  you  know,  all  over  the  city ;  their  quarters 
are  very  expensive,  and  it  is  only  with  great 
difficulty  that  any  suitable  quarters  can  be  ob- 
tained. We  have  four  companies  virtually  in 
the  street,  literally  on  wheels,  and  they  have 
been  so  for  a  year.  We  cannot  find  a  place 
proper  for  them  without  going  to  a  large  and 
unjustifiable  expenditure  of  money.  We  have 
tried  for  many  years  to  arrange  this  matter  in 
order  that  the  companies  may  be  put  together 
as  regiments  or  battalions,  as  they  ought  to 
be,  and  within  a  year  we  succeeded  in  get- 
ting three  of  them  into  a  building  which 
is  very  well  adapted  to  them,  but  almost  before 
the  ink  was  dry  that  bound  the  city  of  Boston  to 
a  lease,  the  man  raised  his  price,  and  we  cannot 
get  that  building  any  longer  without  paying  a 
ridiculous  sum  of  money  for  it.  We  cannot  buy 
a  piece  of  land  in  a  desirable  part  of  the  city  for 
anything  near  what  we  would  be  able  to  realize 
from  the  sale  of  that  land.  More  than  that,  this 
question  of  armories  has  been  seriously  taken 
up  during  th°  last  year  by  the  Legislature,  and 
a  committee  has  been  appointed  to  report  next 
year  on  some  project  for  quartering  the  militia 
in  the  city  of  Boston.  It  seems  to  me  we  should 
hold  this  land  until  that  report  is  made,  so  that  if 
this  seems  to  them  to  be  a  desirable  place 
for  the  building,  the  city  may  turn  it 
over  to  the  State,  and  receive  in  that 
way  great  benefit  from  their  present,  if  you 
choose  to  call  it  such.  I  don't  know  today,  and 
I  don't  think  the  superintendent  of  buildings 
does. — whose  duty  it  is  to  look  after  these  mat- 
ters.—where  those  four  companies  that  are  prac- 
tically on  the  street  and  on  the  town,  you  might 
say,  are  going  to  be  put.  He  has  been  looking 
around  for  a  week  for  suitable  quarters  for  them, 
and  he  felt  inclined  to  pay  almost  any  amount 
of  money  that  the  owner  of  this  building  was 
inclined  to  ask  for  his  property,  and,  I  think, 
would  have  done  so,  had  not  the  Committee  on 
Armories  seriously  objected  to  it.  So  if  these 
companies  are  to  be  put  on  the  street,  and 
it  is  impossible  to  find  proper  quarters 
for  them,  the  State  will  compel  the 
city  of  Boston  to  provide  for  them.  In  that  case 
a  temporary  building  could  be  erected  on  this 
lot  of  land,  which  would  quarter  those  four 
companies,  and  it  could  be  done  at  about  one 
half  of  what  it  would  cost  to  lease  any  property 
in  the  city  that  is  suitable  for  the  purpose.  So 
it  seems  to  me  we  ought  not  to  go  fast  in  selling 
this  land  simply  to  widen  a  street.  I  think 
there  are  things  of  a  great  deal  more  import- 
ance than  that  street ;  for  instance,  work  on  the 
sewers  or  in  the  Paving  Department.  We  have 
managed  to  get  around  to  those  depots  a  good 
many  years,  and  we  can  get  around  for 
some  little  time  longer  without  the  neces- 
sity of  going  over  that  hill.  It  is  a  ques- 
tion whether  it  will  be  a  practicable  job 
after  all,  as  it  will  entail  enormous  expense- 
there  is  no  doubt  about  that — as,  if  the  hill  is 
to  be  cut  down  the  whole  grade  of  10  feet  to 
a  hundred  will  have  to  be  cut  down.  The  grade 
is  from  10  to  10V2  feet  in  a  hundred,  and  no 
loaded  team  will  try  to  get  over  that.  It 
seems  to  me  the  selling  of  this  land  should 
be  considered  very  carefully,  especially 
when  we  have  so  many  other  things  of 
importance.  Rather  than  move  to  sell  it  in 
July,  1  think  we  had  better  move  to  suspend 
further  action  until  July,  and  by  that  time  we 
will  be  able  to  determine  whether  we  want  to 
sell  the  lot  ornot.  I  move,  as  an  amendment 
to  Aid.  Allen's  motion,  that  we  suspend  further 
action  until  July. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  will  have  to  rule 
the  amendment  out  of  order  as  the  Board  would 
have  no  jurisdiction.  You  can  move  to  refer  to 
the  next  city  government. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  moved  to  refer  to  the  next 
city  government. 

Ald.CAitROLL  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
the  motion  was  lost ;  yeas  3,  nays  8: 

Yeas— Aid.  Allen,  N.  G.  Smith,  Sullivan— 3. 

Nays— Aid.  Bromwich,  Capen,  Carroll,  Dono- 
van, Haynes,  Maguire,  McLaughlin,  C.  W. 
Smith— 8. 

Absent— Aid.  Lee. 

The  amendment  to  strike  out  "April"  and  in- 
sert "July"  was  adopted  and  the  amended  first 
order  as  thus  amended  was  passed.  Sent 
down  for  concurrence  in  the"Julv"amendmeiit. 

The  second  order  was  passed  in  concurrence, 


The  fifth  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  McLaughlin  the  rule  was 
suspended  and  the  third  and  fourth  orders  in 
the  report  (establishing  revised  grades  of  Tem- 
ple and  Mt.  Vernon  streets)  were  put  upon  their 
passage. 

Aid.  Allen — I  don't  think  we  need  be  in  any 
haste  in  regard  to  establishing  the  grades  of 
these  streets.  We  have  voted  to  proceed  so  far 
as  to  sell  the  property  next  July.  If  the  State 
takes  or  purchases  the  land  then  would  be  time 
enough  to  establish  the  revised  grades  of  these 
streets.  It  seems  to  me  we  are  working  in  alto- 
gether too  great  haste.  It  certainly  can  do  no 
harm  to  let  it  lay  by  for  a  week  or  two,  and  so 
far  as  I  am  personally  concerned  I  would  much 
prefer  that  no  action  be  taken  upon  these  orders 
today.  I  move  that  further  consideration  of 
Orders  3  and  4  be  laid  on  the  table.  Nothing 
can  be  done  about  revising  the  grade  until  the 
Legislature  has  acted,  which  cannot  be  done  for 
several  months. 

Aid.  Lee — Will  not  the  laving  on  the  table  of 
Orders  3  and  4  carry  with  them  the  whole  bill? 

The  Chairman— No,  sir.  These  are  separate 
orders  being  matters  for  only  the  Board  to  act 
upon,  and  are  independent  of  the  orders  which 
came  from  the  Common  Council. 

The  motion  to  lay  Orders  3  and  4  on  the  table 
was  declared  carried.  Aid.  Carroll  doubted  the 
vote,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  The 
motion  was  carried  :  yeas  8,  nays  4 : 

Yeas — Aid.  Allen.  Bromwich,  Donovan, 
Haynes,  Lee,  Maguire,  N.  G.  Smith,  C.  W.  Smith 
—8. 

Nays— Aid.  Capen,  Carroll,  McLaughlin,  Sulli- 
van—4. 

ELECTION  OFFICERS. 

The  Board  next  took  up  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness, viz.: 

15.  Confirmation  of  election  officers  appointed 
by  His  Honor  the  Mayor. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll,  it  was  voted  that 
all  the  names  be  voted  for  on  one  ballot. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  ballot.  Committee- 
Aid.  Carroll,  C.  W.  Smith. 

The  ballots  were  collected  and  discussion  en- 
sued : 

Aid.  Carroll— I  believe  there  is  one  gentle- 
man on  this  list  who  is  not  assessed.  You  will 
notice  that  the  names  marked  by  an  asterisk 
are  off  the  voting  list  and  not  assessed,  and  if 
you  will  follow  the  list,  you  will  notice  that  in 
Ward  10,  Precinct  4,  there  is  a  gentleman  with 
the  asterisk  against  his  name,  which  shows  that 
he  is  not  assessed.  The  reason  I'call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  is  that  any  ballots  cast  for  him 
will  not  be  counted,  because  by  voting  for  him 
you  would  be  confirming  him,  while  he  could 
not  really  occupy  the  position  as  he  doesn't 
comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  law. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  will  be  obliged  to 
rule  that  the  ballot  having  been  taken  the  com- 
mittee must  return  the  votes  as  being  for  all 
the  candidates  on  this  sheet  of  paper. 

The  result  of  the  ballot  was  announced:  11 
ballots  cast,  yes  10,  no  1,  and  the  appointments 
were  declared  confirmed. 

On  motion  of  Aid  Carroll,  the  Board  recon- 
sidered the  last  vote. 

Aid.  Carroll  moved  that  the  name  of 
Michael  T.  Regan  of  Ward  10,  Precinct  4,  be 
omitted  from  the  next  ballot,  and  that  the  bal- 
lot be  taken  on  all  the  remaining  names.  Car- 
ried, and  the  Board  proceeded  to  ballot,  the 
same  committee  acting. 

Eleven  ballots  were  cast,  yes  10,  no  1,  and  the 
appointments,  except  that  of  Michael  T.  Regan, 
were  declared  confirmed. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  mayor,  ap- 
pointing the  following  precinct  officers  to  fill 
vacancies  caused  by  resignation  and  ineligi- 
bility: 

Ward  6,  Precinct  2,  Michael  Sinnott.  as  war- 
den, vice  Josenh  L.  Perry,  ineligible;  Democrat. 

Same  ward,  Precinct  4,  William  H.  Busteed, 
as  clerk,  vice  Daniel  Lynch,  ineligible,  Demo- 
crat. 

Same  ward,  Precinct4,  Thomas  Farrell,  deputy 
inspector,  vice  Thomas  Murphy,  ineligible, 
Democrat. 

Ward  14,  Precinct  1,  Timothy  Kirby.  as  deputy 
inspector,  vice  John  J.  Minton,  ineligible,  Dem- 
ocrat. 

Ordered  printed  and  laid  over. 

BDGESTONE  AND  SIDEWALK  ASSESSMENTS. 

Schedules  were  received  from  the  office  of  the 
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superintendent  of  streets  of  the  cost  of  furnish- 
ing- and  setting  edgestones  and  paving  sidewalks 
in  front  of  es.ates  on  sundry  estates,  with  orders 
that  the  persons  named  in  the  said  schedules  he 
and  they  hereby  are  charged  and  assessed  with 
one  half  the  sum  set  to  their  repective  names  as 
their  proportional  part  of  the  cost  thereof. 
Orders  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

PUBLIC   LANDS    IN     SOUTH     BOSTON  —  PROPOSED 
SALE. 

The  following  was  received  and  referred,  on 
motion  of  Aid.  Carroll,  to  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Public  Lands: 

Office  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  I 
Boston,  Oct.  10, 18S7.  1 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council. 

The  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  deem  it 
advisable  that  a  part  of  the  city's  land  in  their 
charge  at  South  End  be  sold,  and  for  that  pur- 
pose respectfully  request  that  authority  may  be 
given  them  by  the  City  Council  to  sell,  by  auc- 
tion, all  that  portion  of  the  public  land  remain- 
ing unsold  on  the  east  side  of  JN  street,  between 
East  Second  and  East  Third  streets,  at  South 
Boston,  measuring  200  feet  front  on  said  N street 
bv  125  feet  in  deptn.  and  containing  25,000  square 
feet. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commission- 
ers. J.  H.  Jenkins,  Clerk. 
notice  of  hearing. 

Notice  was  received  from  Charles  P.  Hemen- 
way  and  others,  trustees,  of  a  hearing  Oct.  6,  at 
the  office  of  Winslow  Warren,  39  Court  street, 
on  the  matter  of  a  claim  of  said  trustees  to  cer- 
tain land  at  the  corner  of  Shaving  street  and 
Mt.  Washington  avenue. 

Placed  on  tile. 

constables'  bonds. 

The  following  constables'  bonds  were  pre- 
sented, duly  certified: 

Richard  F.  Andrews.  Charles  A.  Barry,  John 
R.  Barry,  Francis  J.  Baxter.  Joseph  H.  Blatt, 
Samuel  Bracketr,  Charles  Burcham.  Samuel 
Canning,  Charles  P.  Cook,  William  P.  Cook, 
Herbert  L.  Critchett.  Daniel  A.  Cronin,  Freder- 
ick L.  Donnelly,  John  A.  Duddv.  George  C. 
Dyer.  Thomas  Fee,  Jr..  Thomas  Folger,  William 
A.  Fort,  Elijah  D.  Foss,  Thomas  Hall,  Charles 
P.  Harrington,  William  L.  Hicks,  Luther  Hutch- 
ins,  Frederick  P.  Ingalls,  Williaru  K.  Jones, 
Stephen  P.  Kelley,  Henry  P.  Kennedy,  James 
M.  Kijroy,  Frederick  P.  Knapp,  Russell  R. 
Knapp.  John  Leahy,  Adolphus  G.  McVey,  John 
Newell,  James  J.  Nolan,  Isaiah  Paine,  Jr..  Syl-. 
vester  E  Partridge,  William  H.  Pearson,  Alvah 
H.  Peters,  John  Robie,  William  D.  Rockwood, 
Joseph  P.  Silsby.  Jr.,  Denis  A.  Sullivan, Elbridge 
G.  Wallis,  Romanzo  N.  Wiswall,  Abraham  G. 
Wyman. 

Severally  approved  by  the  Board. 

STEAM  ENGINES. 

Aid.  Haynes  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines,  etc.,  recommend- 
ing that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  condi- 
tions to  locate  and  use  steam  boilers  as  follows : 

Walter  H.  Miller,  nine-horse  power,  for  heat- 
ing purposes,  at  Roanoke  avenue. 

Andrew  J.  Morse  and  Son,  80-horse  power,  for 
heating  and  power  purposes,  at  140  Congress 
street. 

Reports  accepted,  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

STABLES. 

Aid.  Allen,  for  the  Committee  on  Health, 
(Aid.)  submitted  a  report — That  leave  be  granted 
on  the  usual  conditions  to  occupy  a  new  brick 
building  for  three  horses  on  rear  Newbury 
street,  near  Boylston  street,  Ward  11. 

Report  accepted,  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

faneuil  hall. 

Aid.  Allen,  for  the  Committee  on  Faneuil 
Hall,  etc.,  submitted  reports  recommending  that 
leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  conditions,  to  oc- 
cupy Faneuil  Hall,  as  follows: 

Charles  E.  Allen,  from  the  morning  of  Dec.  9 
to  the  evening  of  Dec.  10,  i887,  for  the  purpose  of 
celebrating  the  100th  anniversary  of  the  birth  of 
Rev.  Thomas  Hopkins  Gallaudct,  LL.D. 

Nicholas  Furlong  and  als.,  for  a  public  meet- 
ing on  the  evening  of  Oct.  18,  1887. 

Reports  accepted ;  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 


trees. 

Aid.  Axlen  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common,  etc.,  on  the  part  of  this 
Board,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Benjamin  E.  Whiting  for  leave  to  remove  five 
trees  on  Dorchester  avenue,  Ashmont— Recom- 
mending that  leave  be  granted  in  accordance 
with  the  accompanying  recommendations  of 
the  superintendent  of  Common  and  Public 
Grounds. 

Report  accepted  and  leave  granted  as  recom- 
mended. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving  (Aid.) : 

Reports  and  orders  that  licenses  be  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions,  as  follows: 

George  E.  Farmer,  owner  of  estate  No.  41  So. 
Eden  street,  to  construct  and  maintain  a  bulk- 
head, to  be  built  of  stone  and  securely  covered 
with  a  two-inch  plank,  in  the  sidewalk  in  front 
of  his  said  estate. 

Frederick  A.  Smith,  owner  of  estate  No.  46 
Bowdoin  street,  to  construct  and  maintain  a  coal 
hole  in  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  his  said  estate. 

J.  N.  Fiske,  owner  of  estate  No  24  Doane 
street,  to  construct  and  maintain  an  excavation 
under  the  sidewalk,  and  to  put  a  coal  hole  in  the 
sidewalk  in  front  of  his  said  estate. 

Elizabeth  T.  Eldredge,  owner  of  estate  No.  28 
Beacon  street,  to  construct  and  maintain  a  coal 
hole  in  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  her  said  estate. 

C.  H.  Dill,  second  owner  of  estate  No.  11  to  17 
Eliot  stri-et,  to  construct  and  maintain  an  exca- 
vation under  the  sidewalk,  to  be  covered  with 
North  river  nagging,  and  put  four  coal  holes  in 
the  sidewalk  in  front  of  his  said  estate. 

Chadwick  Lead  Works,  owner  of  estate  No. 
176  to  184  (inclusive)  on  High  street  (city),  to 
construct  and  maintain  two  openings  in  side- 
walk, size  18x24. 

Z  AVilliam  Glynn,  owner  of  estate  Nos.  31  and  33 
Mercer  street,  to  construct  and  maintain  two 
coal  chutes  in  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  his  said 
estate. 

James  J.  Grace,  owner  of  estate  on  Harrison 
avenue,  opposite  Hayward  place,  to  construct 
and  maintain  an  excavation  under  the  sidewalk, 
42  feet  long,  7  feet  wide  and  6  feet  deep,  and  to 
put  in  two  coal  holes  in  the  sidewalk  in  front  of 
his  said  estate 

Reports  severally  accepted.orders  passed  under 
suspension  of  the  rule. 

Reports  and  orders— That  the  superintendent 
of  streets  be  directed  to  pave  the  sidewalk  with 
brick  in  front  of  the  following  estates  : 

William  Donaldson,  316  to  324,  inclusive.  War- 
ren street.  Roxbury. 

Dennis  Norton,  for  brick  sidewalk,  23  Smith 
street. 

John  Hurley,  191  F  street,  corner  Second 
street. 

John  Carr,  Cheney  street,  corner  Elm-hill 
avenue. 

O.  E.  R.  Wallis,  102  Mt.  Pleasant  avenue. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  severally  passed  un- 
der a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Reports  and  orders — That  the  superintendent 
of  streets  be  directed  to  furnish  and  set  edge- 
stones  and  pave  the  sidewalk  with  brick  in 
front  of  the  following  estates : 

Mrs.  Nellie  Ritter,  Nos.  19  and  21  Ottawa 
street. 

H.  B.  Rankin.  Lowland  street,  between  Ninth 
and  Vale  streets. 

John  Carr,  Elm-hill  avenue,  corner  Cheney 
street. 

Caroline  L.  Creber,  No.  7  Rand  street. 

William  F.  Cogan,  Nos.  771  and  773  East  Fifth 
street. 

John  Curtis,  No.  649  East  Third  street. 

Henry  Gabel,  Jr.,  trustee,  Nos.  1,  3  and  5  Rand 
street. 

Thomas  Leyland,  No.  22  Cottage  street. 

Thomas  Leyland,  on  Clifton  street,  next  to 
northwest  corner  of  Cottage  street. 

H.  B.  Rankin,  northwest  and  southwest  cor- 
ners of  Ninth  and  Lowland  streets. 

Bernard  Sylvester,  No.  152  H  street. 

Reports  severally  accepted.  Orders  passed 
under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Reports  and  orders— That  the  superintendent 
of  streets  be  directed  to  furnish  and  set  edge- 
stones  in  front  of  the  following  estates : 

Thomas  Leyland,  northwest  comer  of  Clifton 
and  Cottage  streets. 

Mary  Hayden,  Nos.  799  and  801  Third  street. 
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Reports  severally  accepted.  Orders  passed 
under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Report  recommending  that  leave  be  granted 
on  the  usual  conditions  to  John  Cavanagh  & 
Son  to  move  a  wooden  building  from  Cambridge 
street,  Allston  station,  to  Lexington  avenue, 
rear  near  Union  street. 

Report  accepted,  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

Report  and  order— That  the  edgestone  assess- 
ment of  $22.92  levied  against  the  estate  of  James 
Teemy,  92  and  94  Linden-park  street.  Aug.  25, 
1887.  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  abated,  on  ac- 
count of  inability  to  pay. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed. 

Ordered,  That  Summer  street,  from  No.  127  to 
south  street,  he  renumbered,  as  shown  by  plan 
on  file  in  the  office  of  superintendent  of  streets. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
he  authorized  to  pave  Tremont  street  with 
granite  blocks  from  the  crossing  to  the  Mission 
Church. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  H.  B. 
Rankin  to  elose  Lowland  street  to  public  travel, 
between  Ninth  and  Vale  streets,  for  two  weeks, 
while  building  drains  to  new  houses. 

Passed. 

Rep.  rt  and  order— That  the  superintendent  of 
streets  be  authorized  to  pave  Brattle  square 
with  Trinidad  asphalt,  cost  of  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  paving. 

Aid.  Lee— I  would  ask  that  that  report  and 
order  he  recommitted,  as  there  are  some  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  who  desire  to  appear  before 
the  committee  and  make  suggestions  as  to  the 
kind  of  paving  required  there. 

Aid.  Maguire— 1  hope  the  gentleman  will  give 
some  reason  for  that.  It  has  been  before  the 
committee  for  six  months;  we  have  considered 
it  and  reconsidered  it,  and  we  have  finally  re- 
ported this  evening.    I  don't  know  that  there  is 


any   information   that   1   can't   give    the   gen- 

"  as  I  can  a  week 

from  now 


tleman  this  evening  as  well 


Aid.  Haynes— The  point  I  wish  to  make  be- 
fore the  committee  is  that  instead  oi  being 
paved  with  granite  blocks  it  should  be  paved 
with  asphalt. 

The  Chairman— That  is  what  the  order  calls 
for. 

Aid.  Haynes— Then  that  is  all  right. 

The  Chairman— No  objection  being  made, 
Aid.  Lie  withdraws  his  motion  to  recommit. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  was  put 
upon  its  passage. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  desire  to  record  my  vote  as 
no  on  this  order  to  pave  Brattle  square  with 
asphalt.    I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nay's. 

Aid.  Allen— Is  there  any  statement  of  the 
cause  for  paving  this  street  with  asphalt? 

Aid.  Haynes— This  is  a  little  narrow  street 
running  through  there,  and  right  beside  it  are 
the  dining-room  and  the  larger  part  of  the 
sleeping  rooms.  1  can  appreciate  the  difficulty 
they  labor  under  myself,  having  granite  pave- 
ment beside  rooms  similarly  occupied.  If  this 
was  on  a  thoroughfare  I  should  vote  for  granite 
blocks;  but  as  1  know  this  is  not  a  thoroughfare, 
and  as  the  bedrooms  and  dining-room  are  right 
on  this  street,  I  think  it  should  be  paved  with 
asphalt.  The  street  is  about  18  feet  wide— a 
short,  narrow  street — running  the  length  of  the 
building,  and  it  seems  to  me  we  ought  not  to 
insist  upon  laying  granite  paving.  I  think  that, 
as  a  matter  of  courtesy  to  them,  we  should  vote 
to  lay  asphalt  there. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  have  decided  by  my  vote 
long  ago  that  I  was  in  favor  of  laying  asphalt  in 
front  of  churches,  schoolhbuses,  asylums,  hos- 
pitals and  institutions  of  that  kind.  I  do  not 
care  who  presents  such  an  order,  I  will  always 
vote  to  lay  asphalt  in  front  of  such  places.  But 
in  voting  to  lay  asphalt  in  front  of  such  a  build- 
ing as  this,  I  think  we  are  establishing  a  bad 
precedent  that  will  be  of  no  benefit  to  the  city, 
and  I  think  the  future  will  develop  the  fact 
that  the  city  in  doing  it  will  injure  itself,  be- 
cause it  is  not  a  permanent  pavement,  and,  as 
every  member  of  the  Board  will,  I  think,  bear 
me  out  in  the  statement,  it  requires  repairing 
very  often.  1  want  to  be  consistent,  and  have 
a  chance  to  record  my  vote  against  asphalt  in 
front  of  any  building  except  those  occupied  for 
such  institutions  as  I  have  named. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  11,  nay  1,  Aid.  Car- 
roll voting  nay. 


ELECTRIC  WIRES. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Electric  Wires,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  the  New  England  Tele- 
phone and  Telegraph  Company  for  leave  to  erect 
poles  on  Northampton  street,  between  Tremont 
street  and  Harrison  avenue— Becommending  the 
passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered.  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
New  England  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Com- 
pany to  erect  1G  poles  for  the  support  of  wires 
in  the  following  named  streets,  in  Boston,  at 
points  designated  by  red  dots  on  a  plan  made 
by  D.  A.  Harrington,  dated  Sept.  6,  18S7,  and  de- 
posited in  the  office  of  the  superintendent  of 
streets,  viz. : 

Sixteen  poles  on  Northampton  street,  between 
Tremont  street  and  Harrison  avenue. 

[Appended  were  the  usual  printed  conditions.] 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

widening  of  beacon  street. 

Aid.  Sullivan  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Laying  Out  and 
Widening  Streets,  to  whom  was  referred,  by  the 
Common  Council,  the  order  requesting  the 
Street  Commissioners  to  take  land  for  the  widen- 
ing of  Beacon  street,  having  considered  the  sub- 
ject, respeetfully  report  that  in  their  opinion  the 
order  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question 
came  on  suspending  the  rule  in  order  to  give  the 
order  a  second  reading  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  Street  Commissioners  be 
requested  to  take  about  11G0  square  feet  of  land 
on  the  north  side  of  Beacon  street,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  widening  that  port  of  Beacon  street  to  a 
line  as  shown  on  a  "plan  of  proposed  widening 
of  Beacon  street,  between  Tremont  and  Mt. 
"Vernon  streets,"  drawn  by  Thomas  W.Davis, 
city  surveyor,  being  a  part  of  lot  numbered  one 
on  said  plan. 

Aid.  Allen— It  seems  to  me  that  taking  1100 
feet  of  land  on  the  corner  of  Beacon  and  Tre- 
mont streets  is  going  to  be  very  expensive.  It 
may  be  very  desirable  to  have  Beacon  street 
widened  there,  but  before  committing  ourselves 
to  anything  of  that  sort  I  would  like  to  have 
some  idea  of  the  expense.  I  have  not  the  slight- 
est idea  but  thai  it  will  cost  $100,000  to  do  it. 

Aid.  Carroll— More  money. 

Aid.  Allen— More  money?  All  right.  Before 
committing  ourselves  to  any  project  of  this  kind 
I  think  we  should  know  something  about  the 
cost  of  it.  I  believe  it  will  cost  $100,000.  My 
friend  upon  the  left  says  it  will  cost  more.  I 
should  not  be  at  all  surprised  if  he  was  right. 
Certainly  I  should  not  be  ready  to  vote  for  the 
order  this  evening  knowing  as  1  ttleasldo  about 
it.  If  anybody  at  this  board  can  explain  it  and 
give  us  any  reason  why  we  should  pass  an  order 
involving  that  amount  of  money  at  this  time  I 
would  be  very  glad  to  hear  the  gentleman  ex- 
plain it. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  believe  that  is  only  a  re- 
quest to  the  Street  Commissioners,  who  have 
full  power  in  the  premises.  If  they  have  no 
funds  with  which  to  make  the  widening,  they 
will  report  the.  matter  back  to  the  City  Council. 

Aid.  Allen — Perhaps  I  may  be  in  error.  I 
understood  this  order  to  direct  them;  but,  ac- 
cording to  the  gentleman,  it  is  for  them  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  doing  it.  1  have 
no  objection  to  such  an  inquiry. 

The  chairman  read  the  order. 

Aid.  Allen — Then  I  am  not  so  very  far  from 
right  in  thoremaik  I  made  at  first.  I  don't 
take  back  one  jot  or  tittle  from  what  I  said  in  the 
first  place. 

The  Board  refused  to  suspend  the  rule  and  the 
order  went  over. 

WIDENING  OF  EMERSON  STREET. 

Aid.  Sullivan  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint.  Committee  on  Streets,  on  their  recommit- 
ted report  of  June  13,  on  the  order  requesting 
them  to  report  the  cost  of  widening  Emerson 
street,  adhering  to  the  recommendations  con- 
tained in  their  report  dated  June  13,  1887,  and 
herewith  submitted. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question 
came  on  adopting  the  committee's  recom- 
mendation. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  believe  I  put  in  an  order 
similar  to  that  last  April  or  May,  and  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Streets.  The  com- 
mittee visited  South  Boston  a  week  ago  and  I 


OCTOBER     10,     1887. 


848 


believe  they  reported  back  that  no  action  was 
necessary. «  r  something  of  that  kind.  No,  I  be- 
lieve it  was  referred  from  the  Board  to  the 
Street  Commissioners,  and  somehow  or  other 
the  Committee  on  Streets  got  the  order,  visited 
South  Boston  and  reported  back  that  the  order 
ought  not  to  pass. 

The  Chairman— The  papers  are  as  follows: 
On  the  11th  of  April,  1S87,  an  order  was  presented 
in  this  Board  for  the  Street  Commissioners  to 
report  the  cost  of  widening  Emerson  street,  and 
it  was  passed.  It  went  to  the  Common  Council 
and  on  the  14th  of  April  they  amended  the  order 
by  striking  out  the  words  "Street  Commission- 
ers" and  inserting  in  place  thereof  "Committee 
on  Streets,"  and  then  they  immediately  referred 
the  order  to  the  Committee  on  Streets.  On  the 
15th  of  June  the  Committee  on  Streets  made  a 
report  to  this  Board  that  in  their  opinion  the  or- 
der ought  not  to  pass,  which  report  was  accepted 
and  sent  to  the  Common  Council  for  concur- 
rence. It  then  went  to  the  Common  Council, 
and  on  the  23d  of  June  the  report  was  recom- 
mitted. It  now  comes  back  to  this  Board,  where 
it  ought  not  to  have  come,  this  Board  having 
passed  the  order.  The  report  should  have  been 
sent  to  the  Common  Council,  as  it  is  a  matter 
relating  entirely  to  that  body. 

Aid.  Lee — I  would  inquire  if  amendments  were 
not  made  to  the  order  after  the  Committee  on 
Streets  had  passed  upon  the  order,  or  does  it 
show  where  the  amendments  were  made, 
whether  in  the  Common  Council  or  the  Board 
of  Aldermen? 

The  Chairman— The  amendment  was  made 
in  the  Commou  Council  on  the  14th  of  April, 
and  on  the  same  date  the  order,  being  amended, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Streets. 

Aid.  Lee— Then  I  believe  that  by  a  vote  of  a 
joint  committee  it  may  send  the  report  to  either 
branch.  If  that  amendment  was  made  in  the 
other  branch,  and  the  order  was  then  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Streets,  that  committee 
had  a  perfect  right  to  report  back  this  last  re- 
port to  this  Board,  and,  if  I  understand  it  aright, 
that  was  the  instruction  to  the  chairman  of  the 
committee,  and  they  have  made  a  report  ad- 
hering to  their  former  action. 

The  Chairman— Very  true.  The  committee 
reported  back,  in  substance,  the  same  as  they 
have  reported  today  to  this  Board,  on  the  13th 
June,  and  this  Board  accepted  that  report.  The 
Common  Council,  instead  of  accepting  the  re- 
port, recommitted  it;  and  now  the  committee 
come  in  with  the  identical  report  that  we  have 
already  accepted,  and  which  should  have  gone 
to  the  Common  Council  for  their  action. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  put  the  order  into  this 
Board  under  the  date  you  mention — in  April,  I 
believe — and  asked  for  the  Street  Commissioners 
to  estimatelthe cost  of  wideningEmerson  street, 
from  Broadway  to  K  street.  1  cannot  see  for  the 
life  of  me  why  they  referred  it  to  the  commit* 
tee  to  ascertain  the  cost  of  the  widening;  but 
they  did  so.  and  the  committee  to  whom  the 
order  was  referred  went  over  there,  and  drove 
down  to  the  Point  and  drove  back  again, 
and  never  ascertained  for  one  moment 
what  the  cost  of  making  the  widening  would 
be,  or  the  cost  of  doing  the  work,  or  the 
cost  of  the  buildings  that  would  have  to  be 
removed.  I  cannot  understand  why  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets  should  have  any  objection  to 
the  Street  Commissioners  ascertaining  the  cost. 
But  it  seems  to  me  they  did  have  a  jollification 
at  the  Point,  and  drove  back  again  to  the  hall, 
and  never  asked  a  single  word  about  the  cost  of 
the  job.  Now  I  certainly  think  it  is  an  insult  to 
this  Board,  if  not  to  myself,  that  some  action 
should  not  have  been  taken  allowing  the  com- 
missioners to  take  some  action,  which  the  or- 
der contemplated.  I  mention  this  not  to  make 
any  objection  to  the  o*der  now,  but  because  I 
think  it  is  not  right. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  believe  the  Committee  on 
Streets  attend  to  their  duties  as  well  as  any 
other  committee  in  this  hall.  I  was  not  a 
member  ot  the  sub-committee  that  visited 
South  Boston  ;  but  I  am  satisfied  that  the  gen- 
tlemen who  did  visit  it  attended  to  their  duiies, 
and  I  am  surprised  to  see  the  alderman  from 
South  Boston  stand  up  here  and  talk  as  he  does 
about  the  members  of  the  city  government 
having  a  jollification.  Mr.  Chairman,  if  I 
wanted  to  have  a  jollification  I  would  go  some- 
where else  besides  to  South  Boston.  I  think  it 
is  a  bad  place  to  go  for  a  jollification  Now, 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  move  that  the  report  be  re- 


committed back  to  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
or,  with  the  permission  of  the  Board,  I  will  ask 
leave  to  withdraw  the  report. 

Aid.  Lee— As  certain  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets  are  clearing  up  their  records— 

The  Chairman — Aid.  Sullivan  has  permission 
to  withdraw  the  report,  if  there  is  no  objection. 

Aid.  Lee— As  I  said,  as  some  members  of  the 
Committee  on  Streets  seem  to  be  clearing  up 
their  records  as  to  the  remarks  of  the  alderman 
from  the  seventh  district— that  certain  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  on  Streets  visited  South 
Boston  and  had  a  jollification — I  desire  to  say 
that  I  have  not  been  to  South  Boston  for  any 
jollification.  But  I  know  that  if  there  was  any 
jollification  in  South  Boston  it  must  have  been 
in  the  district  represented  by  the  alderman 
(Aid.  Bromwich),  because  I  know  that  the  alder- 
man on  my  right  (Aid.  Carroll)  is  opposed  to  any 
jollifications  in  the  district  which  he  repre- 
sents. 

Aid.  Bromwich— Perhaps  a  little  explanation 
is  needed  in  regard  to  what  is  said.  I  wish  it  to 
be  understood  that  I  did  not  mean  that  anything 
was  done  that  any  member  of  the  City  Council 
or  any  member  of  this  Board  might  not  do  hon- 
estly and  at  no  expense  to  the  city.  The  mem- 
bers called  at  my  store,  but  I  was  not  in  and 
they  passed  by. 

Aid.  Lee — I  would  like  to  inquire  if  the  jollifi- 
cation was  held  at  the  store  of  the  alderman  in 
the  seventh  district? 

Aid.  Bromwich— It  is  according  to  what  you 
term  a  jollification.  I  don't  mean  to  say  that 
the  members  of  the  committee  did  anything  de- 
rogatory to  themselves  or  to  the  city  govern- 
ment. A  party  of  gentlemen  engaged  in  the 
discharge  of  public  duties  may  have  a  jollifica- 
tion without  doing  anything  derogatory  to  them- 
selves, and  without  incurring  any  expense  to 
the  cily.  I  used  the  word  in  its  broadest  sense. 
I  did  not  mean  to  insinuate  that  anything  was 
done  that  would  disgrace  the  city  government. 
But  I  must  say  that  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee were  not  so  capable  of  estimating  the 
cost  of  widening  the  street  as  the  Street  Com- 
missioners would  have  been.  That  is  what  I  re- 
ferred to. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  presume  the  alderman  is 
aware  that  we  are  not  called  upon  to  estimate 
the  cost,  and  that  we  have  a  paid  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  for  that  purpose? 

Aid.  Bromwich— That  is  it,  and  that  is  the 
reason  I  asked  why  my  order  did  not  take,  the 
proper  course  and  let  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners make  the  estimate  called  for,  instead 
of  three  members  of  the  committee— if  there 
were  only  three— going  over  there,  for  certainly 
they  could  not  at  that  time  of  night  ascertain 
the  cost  of  widening  the  street.  I  wish  to  state 
here  that  there  was  not  one  penny  spent  belong- 
ing to  the  city  at  that  visit — not  a  penny  apiece. 
So  don't  for  a  moment  think  that  I  wish  to  in- 
sinuate that  there  was  any  jollification— if  I 
used  that  word— it  the  expense  of  the  city  treas- 
ury. 

Aid.  Sullivan— By  looking  at  the  order  I  find 
that  tie  three  gentlemen  who  visited  South 
Boston  are  particular  friends  of  Aid.  Bromwich 
—Mr.  Lauten,  Mr.  Reilly,  and  Mr.  Mahoney.  I 
think  that  those  three  gentlemen  can  be  trusted 
to  be  sent  anywhere  and  attend  to  their  duties 
as  well  as  any  other  members  of  the  city  gov- 
ernment. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  am  free  to  say  they  would 
do  as  well  as  they  couid  ;  but  you  know  it  would 
be  impossible  at  4  or  5  o'clock  in  the.  evening  to 
make  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  widening  that 
street,  which  would  be  some  thousands  of  dol- 
lars. 

The  Chairman — The  question  is  on  giving 
Aid.  Sullivan  leave  to  withdraw  the  report. 

Aid.  Lee— I  do  not  object  to  withdrawing  the 
report,  but  I  desire  to  say  this  in  defence  of  the 
three  gentlemen  appointed  on  the  sub-commit- 
tee from  the  Coinmi  tee  on  Streets,  that  they 
were  not  sent  over  to  South  Boston  to  make  an 
estimate  of  the  cost  of  widening  Emerson 
street,  but  thev  were  sent  there  as  a  sub-com- 
mittee from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets  to 
consider  what  the  necessity  was  for  the  widen- 
ing. They  reported  that  there  was  no  necessi- 
ty for  the  widening,  and  the  full  commitlee,  in 
general  caucus,  concurred  with  tin-  views  of  the 
sub-committee,  that  the  order  ought  not  to  pass. 

Aid.  Bromwich— That  is  perfectly  satisfac- 
tory to  me,  if  that  is  what  they  were  sent  there 
to  do. 
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Aid.  Lee— That  is  what  they  were  sent  there 
to  do. 

Aid.  Bromwich— Then  I  am  satisfied. 

No  objection  being  made.  Aid.  Sullivan  was 
given  leave  to  withdraw  the  report 

PROJECTION  OF    BAY  WINDOWS. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buil- 
dings (Aid.), recommending  that  leave  be  granted 
as  follows: 

Adams  Real  Estate  Trust,  to  project  four  bay 
windows  from  building  comer  Boylston  and 
Tremont  streets. 

L.  W.  &  H.  F.  Morse,  to  project  two  hay  win- 
dows from  building  Nos.  475-479  Blue-Hill 
avenue,  Ward  21. 

Reports  accepted,  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

LICENSES. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  submitted  reports  from  the 
committee  granting  minors' licenses  to  sundry 
newsboys,  bootblacks  and  peddlers.  Accepted, 
and  licenses  approved. 

public  buildings. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings: 

Report  that  no  further  action  is  necessary  on 
the  order,  referred  by  the  Common  Council,  for 
the  superintendent  of  public  buildings  to  lease 
to  John  Golding  the  chapel  on  Vine  street,  Ward 
20. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  that  no  further  action  is  necessary  at 
the  present  time  on  the  reqm  st  of  the  School 
Committee  for  alterations  in  the  Roxbury  High 
School  house. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  request  of  the  School  Committee 
for  water  closets  at  the  Comins  School  house  and 
at  the  Phillips-street  Sohoolhouse  —  That  no 
action  is  necessary,  as  the  matter  has  been  at- 
tended to. 

Accepted,    Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  message  of  the  mayor  transmit- 
ting a  communication  from  the  Bostonian  So- 
ciety, asking  for  the  appointment  tor  n  night 
watchman  at  the  Old  State  House.  That  in 
1  heir  opinion  it  is  a  matter  worthy  of  consider- 
ation-, and  recoi nd  reference  of  the  same  to 

the  Board  of  Police  for  favorable  act  inn  thereon. 

Report  accepted  and  said  reference  ordered. 

Sent  down 

REPORTS   FROM   THE   FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Finance  Committer : 

Report  on  the  request  of  the  Water  Hoard  for 
an  appropriation  of  $150,000  for  the  extension  of 
mains:  Recommending  the  passage  of  an  or- 
der—That  the  city  treasurer  be  authorized  to 
borrow,  under  the  direction  of  His  Honor  the 
Mayor,  at  a.  rate  ol  interest  not  to  exceed  I  per 
cent  per  annum,  and  payable  semi-annually, 
the  sum  of  $150,000,  said  sum  to  constitute  a  spe- 
cial appropriation  tor  the  extension  of  mams, 
t.'ocbit uate  u ater  works. 

Report  accep  ed,  order  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule,  yeas  n,  nays  l,  Aid.  Lee 
\  i  ii  tng  naj  .    Senl  down. 

Report  that  in  their  opinion  no  action  is  nec- 
essary on  the  report  of  the  inspector  of  build- 
ings on  the  condition  of  the  old  Franklin 
Scl lhouse.     Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  order  of  the  City  Council  to 
provide  $400  for  armory  of  Co  B,  Ninth  Regi- 
ment: Recommending  the  passage  of  an  order- 
That  1  e  city  auditor  be  authorized  to  transfer 
the  sum  of  sum  from  the  reservedfundto.be 
expended  in  removing  tin1  armory  <d'  Company 
B,  Ninth  Regiment,  M  V.  M  ,  to  Waifs  Flail, 
and  in  fitting  and  furnishing  the  same. 

Repoi  i  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule,  yeas  iK.naysO.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  order  to  regulate  the  pay  of 
night  watc) a  employed  in  the  several  de- 
partments—Thai I  lie  order  .m-lil  not  In  pass,  us 
tin;  City  Council  has  o  jurisdiction  in  the  mat- 
ter.   Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Joshua   .Merrill  and 

others  for  I  he  City   to  purchase  a  pin  eel  of    land 

known  as  the  Roxbury  Canal   Land,  and  add  it 

to   the  Mussey    grounds-  Reco Hiding  that 

the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw,  as  the 
finances  of  the  city  would  not  warrant  the  pur- 
chase of  said  propei'tj  hi  the  present  time. 
Accepted.    Sent  down. 


Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  the  part 
of  this  committee  on  the  Mayor's  message  trans- 
mitting a  communication  from  the  attorney- 
general  of  the  Commonwealth  relative  to  police 
matrons  and  houses  of  deteniion. 

Report  recommitted  to  Committee  on  Finance 
on  motion  of  Aid.  Allen. 

NEW     PUBLIC     LIBRARY— PROPOSED     TRANSFER 
TO     SEWERS. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  order  authorizing  the  city  auditor  to 
transfer  the  sum  of  $100,000  from  the  appropria- 
tion for  Library  building,  Dartmouth  street,  to 
the  appropriation  for  sewers,  having  considered 
the  subject,  respectfully  recommend  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order  in  the  following  new  draft. 
For  the  committee, 

Patrick  J.  Donovan, 
Chairman. 

Aid.  Allen  and  Messrs.  Lauten  and  Norton 
dissent  from  the  foregoing  report. 

Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  be  authorized 
to  transfer  the  sum  of  $75,000  from  the  appro- 
priation for  Library  building,  Dartmouth  street, 
to  the  appropriation  for  sewers. 

The  report  was  accepted,  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended, and  the  question  came  on  the  passage 
of  the  order. 

Aid.  Allen— I  suppose  it  is  clue  to  myself  and 
the  two  other  gentlemen  who  dissented  from 
the  report  to  state  why  the  dissent  was  made. 
The  Public  Library  is  to  be  erected  upon  Dart- 
mouth street,  largely  upon  land  which  was  given 
to  the  city  of  Boston  by  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts.  That  territory  has  been  in- 
creased in  size  by  a  purchase  of  other  land  ad- 
joining, and  for  the  purpose  of  paying  for  this 
land  which  was  purchased  and  adding  to  the 
gift  made  by  the  Commonwealth,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  erecting  the  beautiful  building  we 
expect  some  time  to  adorn  that  square,  the  city 
of  Boston  created  a  debt  which  is  payable  sev- 
eral years  hence,  amounting  to  some  $050,000  in 
all.  We  have  entered  upon  the  expenditure  of 
that  money,  but  we  have  not  yet  completed  the 
project,  and  I  hold  that  we  have  no  moral  right 
to  take  the  money  which  we  nave  borrowed  for 
a  specific  purpose  and  expend  it  for  some  other 
purpose,  SO  long  as  the  object  for  which  the 
money  was  borrow  ed  has  not  been  accomplished. 
I  am  well  aware,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  it  will  be 
sonic  time  before  the  building  of  the  new  Pub- 
lic Library  will  be  completed.  It  has  been  inti- 
mated that  i  here  may  be  no  expenditures  of  any 
great  amount  for  two  or  three  years,  possibly. 

and  it  has  been  argued,  and  may  bo  argued 
again,  thai  we  can  take  thai  money  meanwhile 
and  expend  it  Eorsoine  other  purpose.  If  we 
do  that,  the  position  of  the  city  would  be  this: 
That  they  would  be  obliged  logo  to  the  Common- 
wealth and  ask  for  the  privilege  of  issuing  a 
new  loan  outside  of  the  debt,  limit,  and  it   seems 

tome  i  hn!  we  have  no  right,  now  that  we  have 

$400,000 or  thereabouts,  as  we  have,  remaining  ill 

the  treasury,  out  of  that  sum,  to  expend  that 
money  and  then  go  to  the  Legislature  and  say, 
"We  have  expended  the  money  we  borrowed  for 
another  purpose,  and  you  must  give  us  the  ad- 
ditional right  to  borrow  money  outside  the  delil 
limit."       If    we     had    no     further    use    for    that 

money,  I  don't  believe  strict  ly  we  have  the  right 
toexpendil  for  some  other  purpose.    If  we  hud 

Completed  the  work  and  had  money  left   over,  I 

think  the  true  policy  would  be  to  turn  the 
money  over  to  i  lie  sinking  Fund  Commission- 
ers, so  we  might  take  it  and  use  it  for  the  ex- 
tingiiishnicni  of  the  debt.  This  taking  of  bal- 
ances oi    money  that   has    been    appropriated 

under  a  loan  and  has  been  raised  fer  a  loan 

andusingil  for  general  purposes,  in  my  opin- 
ion is  all  wrong.  If  we. r:i  iso  a.  certain  amount 
of  money  hy  loan  for  an  object  and  we  Complete 
the  Work  nude  rl;i  ken.  within  that  sum.  it  seems 

to  me  the  balance  should  be  turned  over  to  the 

Sinking  Fund  Commissioners  who  have  the 
debt,  lo  pay.  Now  t his  is  a  project  iii  point.  We 
have  a  certain  amonnl  of  monoj  in  the  treas- 
ury: I  believe  it  is  our  duly  to  keep  that  sum 
1  lure  lo  lie  expended  lor  I  he  purpose    for  which 

it  was  borrowed,  and  if  it  is  not  enough  to  com- 
plete  the  work  we  should  not  say,  "We  will  ex- 
pend this  mone>  and  then  borrow  a  larger  sum." 
We  should  say,  "Expend  this  money  as  far  as  it 

will  go.  and  borrow  the  balance."  'those  are  my 
reasons,  sir,  for  objecting  to  the  report    anil    the 

influences  that  influence  me  in  dissenting  from 
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the  majority  report.    I  trust,  sir,  that  the  order 
transferring  the  money  will  not  pass. 

Aid.  Carroll— As  the  alderman  who  has  just 
taken  his  seat  has  defended  the  position  of 
himself  and  his  colleagues  who  have  seen 
fit  to  vote  with  him,  1  also,  in  defence  of 
myself  and  those  who  vote  with  me,  desire 
to  give  to  the  public  an  explanation  similar 
to  the  one  he  has  given,  in  defence  of  my  posi- 
tion. Mr.  Chairman,  you.  and  every  member  of 
this  Board,  know  that  for  a  good  many  months 
the  public  at  large  have  been  crying  for  sewers, 
the  public  press  has  demanded  them,  the  mayor 
of  Boston  has  repeatedly  called  our  attention  to 
the  matter,  and  the  superintendent  of  sewers 
has  also  done  the  same  thing,  so  that  our  posi- 
tion may  not  he  misunderstood  or  misrepre- 
sented. I  have  been  a  strong  opponent  to  the 
transfer  of  this  money,  and  in  order  to  find  out 
where  we  would  stand  by  the  transfer  of  this 
money  I  personally,  against  the  objection  not 
only  of  my  political  friends  but  some  of  my 
associates  on  the  Committee  had  the  committee 
write  a  letter  to  the  corporation  counsel  lor  his 
opinion,  so  that  we  might  know  our  legal  rights 
in  the  matter.  His  answer  was.  as  other  gentle- 
men on  the  committee  will  bear  me  out.  that  we 
had  a  perfect  and  legal  right  to  make  the  trans- 
fer. Now  this  matter  as  represented  by  the  al- 
derman who  has  just  taken  his  seat— and  I  don't 
think  he  desires  to  misrepresent  it— might  be 
misconstrued  when  he  says  that  if  we  take  this 
money  we  do  not  intend  to  do  something  in  re- 
turn. We  do  not  desire  to  take  the  money 
without  replenishing.  The  trustees  of  the  Pub- 
lic Library  have  been  before  the  mayor  of  the 
city  of  Boston  and  there  stated  that  for  two 
years  at  least,  and,  not  desiring  to  misrepresent 
them,  I  think  they  said  three  years,  they  will 
not  have  any  need  for  this  money.  If  that  is  so. 
and  the  corporation  counsel  has  decided  that 
we  have  the  right  to  make  that  transfer,  it 
seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  idiotic  on  the  part 
of  the  city  of  Boston  not  to  give  relief 
to  the  public  who  are  making  the  de- 
mands that  they  are  making  for  sewer- 
age. All  this  money  cannot  be  used  on  this 
library  building  for  at  least  two  years. 
If  we  take  $75,000  of  that  money,  or  if  we  take  the 
entire  appropriation  for  sewers  or  other  things 
that  necessities  may  exist  for,  we  can  put  that 
money  back  again  within  two  years:  I  think  it 
will  be  admitted  that  in  two  years'  time  our  po- 
sition will  be  better  financially  than  today.  I 
think  every  member  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
fully  understands  that.  But  the  city  of  Boston 
today,  whether  appreciating  the  fact  or  not,  is 


in  a  position  where  an  emergency  has  sprung  up, 
the  public  health  and  everything  else  demand- 
ing that  we  should  do  something  for  the  sewer- 
age and  to  benefit  our  system  of  sewerage.  As 
far  as  I  am  concerned  personally,  it  is  a  ques- 
tion, if  the  whole  appropriation  for  Public  Li- 
brary was  turned  over  to  the  Sewer  Department, 
if  one  thousand  dollars  of  it  would  find  its  way 
into  the  district  I  represent  and  in  which  I  live. 
We.are,  fortunately,  pretty  well  supplied  with 
sewers,  except  in  Ward  12,  but  there  are  catch 
basins  and  other  things  we  need,  and  which  the 
public  health  demands,  I  only  speak  for  that 
district,  but  1  think  throughout  the  entire  city 
the  same  demand  for  sewerage  and  other  things 
connected  with  it  exists,  and  we  should  develop 
them,  especially  in  the  outgrowing  country, 
whose  necessities  are  forcing  themselves  on  the 
country  every  day.  Such  being  the  case,what  else 
was  left  for  the  Committee  on  Finance?  They 
can  talk  about  moral  obligation,  but  I  claim  that 
there  is  no  obligation  so  sacred  that  it  ought  to 
receive  more  support  or  keener  protection  than 
the  public  health  of  the  city  of  Boston.  While 
the  papers  tomorrow  may  say  that  Aid.  Allen's 
opinion  is  right,  they  have  said  and  are  saying 
that  public  health  demands  that  the  sewerage 
of  the  city  should  be  extended  and  benefited. 
We  find  ourselves  in  this  way,  that  we  can- 
not obtain  the  money  to  make  this  benefit 
without  taking  some  of  this  appropriation 
that  lis  not  to  be  used  on  the  library  build- 
ing for  at  least  two  years,  and  possibly  three. 
That  (is  about  the  position  that  we  find  our- 
selves in.  The  gentlemen  who  saw  fit  to 
vote  with  me  in  the  committee  on  Finance, 
saw  the  matter  in  the  same  light.  There  is  no 
question  that  it  is  admitted,  and  I  think  the 
alderman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat  will  also 
admit  that  the  demand  is  something  that 
ought  to  be  met.    The  question  is  simply,  have 


we  adopted  tne  best  plan  to  meet  it?  There  I 
and  those  associated  with  me  differ  with  him 
and  those  associated  with  him.  He  and  I  both 
agree  that  the  necessity  exists  and  that  some- 
thing ought  to  be  done;  we  differ  as  to  the 
means  of  doing  it.  I  think  that  is  plainly  and 
honestly  the  situation  of  the  case,  and  I  think 
the  only  tiling  left  for  us  to  do  is  what  the  ma- 
jority of  the  committee  has  recommended,  and 
I  believe  that  public  sympathy,  the  public  press, 
and  the  citizens  at  large,  knowing  the  demand, 
will  endorse  your  action,  in  passing  the  order  as 
adopted  by  the  majority  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Aid.  Lee — It  seems  to  me,  as  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Sewers,  that  at  this  time,  in  de- 
fence of  that  department,  I  should  say  a  word. 
I  desire  also,  to  say  that  I  was  as  strong  an  ad- 
vocate of  passing  the  appropriation  for  the  new 
Public  Library  building  as  any  gentleman  at 
this  board.  The  gentleman  has  referred  to  the 
Commonwealth  giving  to  the  city  a  certain 
tract  of  land  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  new 
Public  Library  building.  That  statement  is 
true.  A  limit  was  placed  upon  the  time,  but 
the  city  of  Boston  finding  that  the  limit  will  ex- 
pire before  an  appropriation  could  be  made 
or  work  commenced,  applied  to  the  Legis- 
lature and  got  legislation  extending  the 
time  still  further.  Now  so  far  as  the  act 
giving  the  right  to  the  city  of  Boston  to  take 
that  land  for  public  library  purposes  is  con- 
cerned, the  city  of  Boston  have  consummated 
their  part.  They  have  commenced  work  upon  the 
new  Public  Library  building;  they  have  spent,  I 
should  think,  about  $53,000.  As  the  alderman 
on  my  right  has  said,  the  opinion  of  the  corpor- 
ation counsel  has  been  sought  and  received  by 
the  Committee  on  Finance.  There  can  be  no 
question  as  to  the  legality  of  this  transfer.  Now 
the  alderman  who  dissents  from  this  report  lays 
great  stress  upon  the  moral  effect  it  may  have 
upon  the  community,  but  he  must  bear  in  mind 
that  the  people  who  are  demanding  sewers  here 
today,  and  who  are  willing  to  bear  three  quar- 
ters of  the  expense,  paying  back  to  the  cit>  of 
Boston  three  quarters  of  the  amount  of  this 
$75,000,  should  have  their  interests  looked  after, 
and  that  they  are  entitled  to  some  consideration 
at  the  hands  of  the  City  Council.  The  sanitary 
condition  of  our  city,  the  health  and  comfort  of 
the  citizens  of  Boston,  both  in  their  homes  and 
in  their  business,  should  be  considered,  and  if 
the  gentlemen  who  have  dissented  from  this 
report  were  members  of  the  committee  on 
sewers  and  sat  in  that  committee  fqr  two  or 
three  hours  twice  a  week  and  heard  the  appeals 
of  gentlemen  who  are  clamoring  for  sewers, 
where  the  Board  of  Health  tell  them  that  they 
have  lost  portions  of  their  families  by  defecth  e 
drainage,  I  don't  think  we  would  hear  so  much 
said  about  the  moral  effect.  Mr.  Chairman,  the 
moral  effect  has  not  and  will  not  be  given  that 
attention  that  will  be  given  to  those  ooor  peo- 
ple, and  the  richest,  too,  I  might  say,  of  Boston, 
who  are  clamoring  for  sewers  to  perfect 
the  sanitary  condition  of  their  homes. 
The  gentleman  also  stands  here  and  tells 
us,  Iprobably  referring  to  that  as  a  moral 
effect  it  may  have  upon  the  citizens  of 
Boston,  that  the  Legislature  passed  a  tax  limit 
act,  and  an  act  fixing  the  debt  limit.  But 
whenever  the  Legislature  takes  it  into  its  mind 
that  it  desires  to  pass  over  the  tax  limit  or  bor- 
rowing limit  of  the  city,  it  passes  an  order 
through  compe  ling  the  city  of  Boston  to  do 
certain  things,  which  I  believe  the  alderman  on 
my  right  later  in  the  session  will  refer  to  in  lan- 
guage that  there  can  be  no  misunderstanding 
about.  He  will  tell  you  about  the  Legislature 
trampling  on  the  rights  of  the  city,  passing  an 
act  limiting  the  taxation  and  an  act  limiting 
the  borrowing  capacity  of  the  city  of  Boston, 
and  then  coming  in  here  and  compelling  you  to 
appropriate  $250,000  for  the  construction  of  a 
bridge  to  accommodate  the  citizens  of  Cam- 
bridge and  not  the  citizens  of  Boston.  I  only 
desire  to  impress  upon  the  members  of  this 
Board  this  one  fact,  that  if  you  appropriate  this 
$75,000  to  relieve  the  citizens  of  Boston  who  are 
clamoring  for  sanitary  measures,  you  will  re- 
ceive back  three  quarters  of  that  amount.  Do 
we  receive  back  anything  from  the  Public  Li- 
brary?— no. 

Aid.  Allen— Intelligence. 

Aid.  Lee— Intelligence,  Mr.  Chairman,  yes. 
But  the  intelligence  can  be  obtained  just  as 
well  today  as  it  can  be  obtained  with  a  building 
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for  which  the  trustees  propose,  not  to  spend 
§385,000,  but  to  appropriate  and  come  in  here 
and  ask  later  on  that  $1,000,000  may  be  expend- 
ed. Intelligence !  Is  there  a  man  today  in  the 
city  of  Boston  of  any  intelligence  whatever 
who  does  not  know  where  he  can  go  and  get 
intelligence  now?  No.  But  the  intelligence  will 
be  obtained  there  by  professional  men,  and  tire 
people  who  are  looking  for  intelligence,  and 
probably  need  it  the  most,  will  have  to  continue 
ro  get  it  in  the  same  libraries  that  they  do  now. 
As  I  understand  it,  that  new  structure  will  be 
merely  a  reference  library,  and  if  this  board  of 
trustees  had  the  interests  of  the  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton at  heart,  and  wanted  to  give  them  intel- 
ligence, why  have  they  not  moved  in  this 
matter  ere  this  late  day?  No;  that  is  not  their 
motive.  Tliey  will  not  move  until  such  time  as 
they  come  in  he^e  and  demand  a  sum  sufficient 
to  erect  a  magnificent  building,  and  I  believe 
that  in  the  district  where  they  intend  to  erect 
it  a  building  costing  .§1,000.000  is  none  too  good. 
If  they  intended  to  move  in  this  matter,  and  to 
have  saved  expense  and  to  have  erected,  proba- 
bly, one  of  the  handsomest,  buildings  that  could 
be  designed  by  any  architect  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, they  would  have  proceeded  under  vour 
own  city  architect.  But  no;  what  do  they  do? 
They  go  to  New  York  and  bring  in  here  a 
foreigner  and  take  away  from  the  architects  of 
Boston  that  which,  in  my  opinion,  justly  be- 
longs 10  them.  They  tell  us  about  the  moral 
effect;  I  tell  you  that  the  opinion  will  be  against 
the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Public  Library 
of  today.  I  believe,  again,  that  this  §75.000 
should  be  appropriated  for  the  Sewer  Depart- 
ment, and  that  we  should  give  to  the  business 
men  of  Boston  that,  which  they  demand,  and  to 
the  people  who  own  property  that  which  they 
demand,  to  protect  their  families  and  them- 
selves from  disease.  I  trust  that  the  good  sense 
and  judgment  of  every  member  of  this  Board 
will  see  the  necessity  that  exists  today  and  pass 
this  appropriation,  notwithstanding  the  dissent- 
ing report  of  the  alderman  on  my  right. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  unly  want  to  say  a  word 
on  this  matter,  because  I  appreciate  the  neces- 
sity for  sewers,  not  as  much  as  the  gentleman 
who  has  just  spoken,  but  a  great  deal.  There 
are  a  good  many  people  in  my  section  of  the 
city  who  are  building  houses  and  who  need 
sewers.  I  have  been  imprudent  a  good  many 
times,  and  have  bo'ed  the  superintendent  of 
sewers  a  good  deal  in  regard  to  that  matter, 
and  I  am  aware,  as  well  as  the  gentleman  on 
my  left,  yiat  the  money  for  that  purpose  is  very 
short.  I  would  be  willing  to  take  money  from 
almost,  anywhere  in  order  that  this  department, 
might  be  better  equipped.  I  realize  the  fact,  as 
much  as  he  does,  that  the  appropriation  for 
sewers  is  small,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  this  sort 
of  treatment  is  dangerous.  It  is  applying  heroic 
treatment,  so  that  it  in  any  case  we  should  be 
called  upon  to  cure  the  same  disease  again  we 
should  be  without  the  remedy.  It  reminds  me 
of  a  story  1  once  heard  ot a  man  who  owned  a 
drove  of  pigs.  A  disease  broke  out  among  the 
animals  and  they  were  dying  very  rapidly.  He 
was  in  great  trouble  and  applied  to  an  old  far- 
mer who  was  acquainted  with  that  animal.  The 
farmer  suggested  to  him  that  the  only  remedy 
in  the  world  for  that  disease  was  to  cut  off  the 
pig's  tail  close  to  the  body,— that  that  was  a  sure 
cure.  The  man  scratched  his  head  and  said, 
"Wait  a  moment;  alter  I  cut  off  the  pigs'  tails. 
if  the  disease  should  break  out  again,  what 
should  I  do  then?"  That  is  exactly  the  case 
with  us.  We  are  taking  the  money  we  have  ap- 
propriated for  a  specific  purpose  to  cure  a  disease 
liable  to  break  out  very  often,  certainly  every 
year  unless  the  limit  of  taxation  is  increased,  or 
un1  ess  we  get  a  larger  valuation.  Now  if  we 
have  taken  this  money  and  cut  off  the.  pie's 
tail,  when  this  disease  breaks  out  again  there  is 
no  remedy  whatever. 

Aid.  Lee— Cut  his  head  off  then.    [Laughter.] 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— If  we  must  apply  heroic 
treatment  let  us  apply  it  in  the  department.  The 
Sewer  Department  is  not  entirely  drained  of 
money,  as  some  seem  to  suppose.  In  three  or 
four  districts  there  is  as  much  as  $00,000  remain- 
ing unexpended  in  the  Sewer  Department.  Now 
why  not— 

Aid.  Lee— What  districts  are  they? 

Aid.  N  G.  Smith— Ashmont.  $20,000;  the  city 
proper,  I  think,  is  over  $20,000;  East  Boston  is 
$14,000— that  is,  if  the  auditor's  reports  are  cor- 
rect. 


Aid.  Lee— If  the  gentleman  will  allow  me  I 
just  want  to  say- 
Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  will  read  from  the  audi- 
tor's report.  The  auditor  gives  the  unexpended 
balances  in  the  Sewer  Department  as  follows: 
For  the  city  proper,  as  1  read  it,  $20,415;  East 
Boston,  $14,310;  Brighton,  $1300;  South  Boston, 
over  $4000.  I  suppose  these  figures  are  correct. 
This  is  the  last  report  we  have  from  the  audi- 
tor's office— the  report  dated  the  1st  of  October. 
If  that  is  correct,  why  not  borrow  that  money 
from  this  department  temporarily,  to  be  used 
for  some  necessary  objects? 

Aid.  Lee — 1  only  desire  to  say  to  the  alderman 
that  if  a  move  of  this  kind  was  made  the  de- 
partment would  be  heavily  in  debt,  and  there 
isn't  a  dollar  in  the  Brighton  district — they  are 
in  debt  there  and  had  to  draw  from  their  gene- 
ral appropriation  to  complete  some  of  the  work. 
In  East  Boston  all  the  money  is  utilized 
under  contract,  and  in  the  city  proper 
the  alderman  on  my  left  can  tell  that 
he  is  waiting  to  get  $2000  or  $3000  to  re- 
relieve  him  of  an  evil  that  exists  around  his 
own  property.  In  South  Boston  there  isn't  a 
dollar  now,  and  from  the  Charlestown  district 
we  have  petitions  for  work  that  would  amount 
to  $50,000,  and  there  is  not  a  10-cent  piece  in  the 
appropriation.  In  the  district  the  alderman 
himself  represents  there  is  no  money,  and  we 
have  petitions,  I  think,  amounting  to  some  $77,- 
ooo,  and  cannot  complete  and  cannot  start  work, 
because  there  is  no  money.  There  is,  it  is  true, 
about  $53  000  in  the  general  appropriation  for 
sewers,— that  is.  for  the  maintenance  of  the  de- 
partment. That  cannot  be  taken  away,  for  if 
you  do  so  you  have  got  to  close  that  department. 
You  cannot  even  repair  a  break. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  haven't  said  anything 
about  the  general  appropriation  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  department.  I  have  simply  read 
from  the  special  appropriations.  Of  course,  the 
authority  is  the  auditor's  report  of  the  1st  of 
October,  and  I  don't  suppose  that  in  the  short 
time  we  have  between  this  and  winter  we  will 
he  able  to  complete  a  tenth  part  of  the  orders  in 
the  Sewer  Department.  There  may  be  some 
things  absolutely  necessary,  and  I  would  sug- 
gest, in  order  to  complete  them,  we  borrow  tem- 
porarily from  these  other  appropriations. 

Aid.  Lee— We  cannot  do  it;  the  money  is  un- 
der contract. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— The  frost  will  be  on  us  in 
six  weeks,  or  two  months  at  most.  The  Street 
Department  doesn't  allow  streets  opened  after 
the.  first  of  November,  1  believe. 

Aid.  Carroll — That  isn't  in  relation  to  sew- 
ers, but  something  else,  and  the  alderman 
km iws  it,  when  he  makes  the  statement.  The 
.sewer  Department  does  not  have  to  ask  the 
Street  Department  for  the  right  to  open  a  street, 
and  he  knows  it. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— In  any  event,  only  a  small 
portion  of  this  money  could  be  expended  this 
fall,  and  is  it  not  better  lor  us  to  stand  in  our 
true  position,  and  we  can  go  to  the  Legislature 
next  year  and  show  them,  if  the  fact. is  true, 
that  although  the  government  of  this  year  has 
believed,  and  so  stated  in  the  beginning,  that 
we  could  live  on  the  appropriation,  we  have 
ill  un- our  best  to  live  on  it  anil  have  failed.  It 
serins  to  me  it  is  much  better  to  do  that  th  in  to 
open  the  door  to  seizing  upon  appropriations 
that  have  been  borrowed  for  specific  purposes 
which  some  of  us  may  believe  to  ho  fully  as  im- 
portant as  this  department,  and  if  the  shortage 
in  this  department  is  really  jeopardizing  the 
health  of  the  city,  we  can  appeal  to  the  Lsgisla- 
ture  for  protection  with  a  good  grace,  and  with 
a  good  chance  of  being  listened  to  favorably. 
Although  I  want  sewers  as  much  as  anybody,  as 
1  said  before,  I  believe  the  precedent  is  alto- 
gether too  dangerous  to  establish,  and  for  that 
reason,  after  considering  it  carefully  for  the 
last  two  weeks,  I  am  compelled  to  vote  against 
it. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  desire  to  say  just  one  word 
in  regard  to  East  Boston.  No  doubt  the  audi- 
tor's report  showing  $14,000  is  correct,  but  I  have 
been  informed  by  the  superintendent  of  sewers 
that  it  was  of  no  use  for  me  to  have  passed  any 
more  orders  for  sewers  in  East  Boston,  as  the 
work  now  going  on  would  take  every  dollar  of 
that  money.  1  have  no  doubt  it  is  the  same  in 
the  other  districts,  because  1  so  understood  it. 

Aid.  CARROLL— It  seems  to  me  the  subject  has 
been  entirely  drifted  away  from,  It  has  all 
come  down  to    the  question  of  establishing  a 
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precedent.  The  objections  of  the  two  gentlemen 
who  have  made  an  objection  here  have  been  on 
account  of  establishing  a  precedent  and  the 
danger  of  it.  If  there  is  anything  in  the  city  of 
Boston  that  should  receive  and  must  receive  the 
attention  of  the  public  officials  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  it  is  the  public  health,  and  that  which 
aids  or  assists  towards  the  public  health  should 
receive  the  earnest  and  hearty  support  of  every 
member  of  the  City  Council,  in  either  branch. 
As  I  said  before,  if  this  appropriation  was  taken 
not  one  thousand  dollars  of  it  would  be  spent  in 
my  district,  or  at  least  in  the  ward  in  which  I 
live;  so  I  cannot  be  charged  with  trying  to  put 
something  into  my  own  district.  I  speak  of  this 
on  the  broad,  progressive  idea  of  doing  that 
which  is  for  the  best  interests  of  the  city,  irre- 
spective of  party  or  anything  else.  It  cannot  be 
charged  as  a  party  plan;  it  is  a  question 
that  applies  entirely  to  the  public  health. 
The  mayor  of  the  city  of  Boston  know- 
ing its  wants,  holding  every  week  or 
two  meetings  of  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments, as  he  is  authorized  to  do  by  his  position 
as  mavor,  has  repeatedly  come  in  here  and  told 
the  City  Council  of  the  needs  of  the  city  in  this 
respect.  The  superintendent  of  sewers  has  told 
you  the  same  thing  and  has  shown  you  the 
necessities  of  the  case,  and  we  are  told  here  in 
this  Board  of  Aldermen,  after  having  heard  all 
this,  of  the  moral  aspects  of  the  question  which 
leads  it  to  meet  the  objection  of  some  of  these 
people.  Heretofore  it  has  been  the  legal  aspect 
of  the  question  that  has  been  considered.  I  find 
that  these  same  gentlemen  last  year,  when  the 
legal  aspect  of  the  question  differed  from  what 
their  opinions  were,  their  opinions  always  dif- 
fered and  the  legal  aspect  of  the  question  re- 
ceived no  consideration,  and  it  always  shifted 
to  the  moral  aspect  or  something  of  that  kind. 
In  this  Board  of  Aldermen,  this  year  and  last 
year,  as  you  will  bear  me  out,  Colonel  Nettle- 
ton,  when  he  has  given  an  opinion,  has  al- 
ways been  held  up  before  our  eyes,  and  it 
lias  been  considered  that  there  was  nothing 
else  to  do  but  follow  ihat  opinion.  Here  he  has 
rendered  an  opinion  in  writing,  stating  that  we 
have  the  right  to  do  this.  The  mayor  of  the 
city  of  Boston  and  the  superintendent  of  sewers 
come  in  and  show  you  the  necessity  for  doing 
it,  and  the  only  thing  against  it  is  the  moral 
aspect  of  it,  and  not  the  legal  aspect.  It  seems 
to  me  such  an  argument  as  that  is  not  based  on 
a  sound  foundation.  I  think  the  12  members  of 
the  Board  will  admit  the  necessity.  Seeing  the 
necessity,  we  ought  to  have  the  moral  courage 
and  manhood  to  stand  up  and  give  the  relief 
the  public  demands,  by  protecting  the  public 
health  as  the  condition  of  things  requires.  We 
have  had  the  matter  before  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee now  for  three  months  surely,  and  this  is 
the  conclusion  of  the  majority  of  the  members 
of  that  committee.  It  seems  to  me  the  only 
proper  thing  to  do  is  to  pas-  the  order  recom- 
mended by  the  majority. 

Aid.  Lee  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
passage  of  the  order.  The  order  was  rejected ; 
yeas  7,  nays  5 : 

Yeas— Aid.  Oapen,  Carroll,  Donovan,  Lee,  Ma- 
guire,  McLaughlin,  Sullivan— 7. 

Nays— AM.  Allen.  Bromwich,  Haynes,  N.  G. 
Smith,  C.  W.  Smith— 5. 

Aid.  Lee  moved  to  reconsider,  hoping  it  would 
prevail ;  carried.  On  motion  of  Aid.  Lee  recon- 
sideration was  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Board. 

COUNTY    ACCOUNTS. 

Aid.  Carroll  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Commiltee  on  County  Accounts: 

Report  on  the  petition  of  the  clerk  of  the  Su- 
perior Civil  Court  for  an  additional  appropria- 
tion for  clerical  assistance  in  his  office:  Recom- 
mending the  passage  of  an  order— That  the 
additional  sum  of  $1000  be,  and  hereby  is, 
allowed  annually,  until  otherwise  ordered,  for 
clerical  assistance  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of 
the  Superior  Court;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  the  county  "f  Suffolk. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Report  on  the  request  of  the  clerk  of  the  Supe- 
rior Criminal  Court  for  an  additional  appropria- 
tion for  additional  clerical  assistance:  Recom- 
mending the  passage  of  an  order— That  the 
additional  sum  of  §1000  be,  and  hereby  is,  al- 
lowed annually,  until  otherwise  ordered,  for 
additional  clerical  assistance  in  the  office  of  the 


clerk  of  the  Superior  Criminal  Court,  said  sum 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the 
county  of  Suffolk 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule, 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
the  petition  of  Daniel  W.  Bullard,  clerk  in  the 
office  of  clerk  of  Superior  Civil  Court,  for  an  in- 
crease of  salary ;  accepted. 

Aid.  Carroll  moved  to  reconsider  the  action 
on  the  reports  from  Committee  on  County  Ac- 
counts; lost. 

CLAIMS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Michael  McLaugh- 
lin, an  employee  in  the  Health  Department,  to 
be  paid  for  time  lost  and  injuries  received  in  the 
building  used  for  the  reception  of  house  offal— 
That  in  their  opinion  some  compensation  should 
be  allowed,  and  recommending  reference  of  the 
same  to  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Health. 

Accepted  and  said  reference  ordered.  Sent 
down. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  John  Cowdrey  for 
compensation  for  personal  injuires  received 
from  an  insane  person  at  the  city  prison — That 
in  their  opinion  some  compensation  should  be 
awarded,  and  recommending  reference  of  the 
same  to  the  directors  for  public  institutions. 

Accepted  and  said  reference  ordered.  Sent 
down. 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
the  following  petitions: 

Patrick  Morris,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  bis  property  bv  the  cuttingdown  of  a  tree  ad- 
joining his  memises. 

Flora  Robertson,  to  be  paid  for  damages  to  her 
estate  caused  by  the  decayed  limb  of  a  tree. 

Thomas  McManus,  to  be  paid  for  damage  to 
his  grass  by  water  from  the  sewer  in  Carson 
street. 

Reports  severally  accepted,    Sent  down. 

ORDINANCES. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Ordinances: 

Report  that  in  their  opinion  no  further  action 
is  necessary  on  the  part  of  the  City  Council  on 
the  order  for  this  committee  to  report  necessary 
changes  in  Section  05,  Chapter  2S,  Revised  Ordi- 
nances of  1885. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  that  no  action  isnecessary  on  the  order 
to  consider  and  report  what  changes,  if  any, 
should  be  made  in  Section  7,  Chapter  30.' Revised 
Ordinances  of  18S5. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Police  Salaries. 

Report  that  the  ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  6 
(referred  Oct.  3,  1887)  to  increase  the  salaries  of 
the  assistant  inspectors  of  police  from  $3  per  day 
to  $1200  per  annum  is  in  proper  form. 

Report  that  the  ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  6 
(referred  Oct.  3, 1887)  to  increase  the  salary  of  the 
cle  k  of  the  superintendent  of  police  from  $150 
to  $2000  is  in  properform. 

Report  that  the  ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  0 
(referred  Oct.  3,  1887)  to  increase  the  salary  of 
the  superintendent  of  police  from  $3000  to  $3500 
is  in  proper  form. 

Report  on  the  ordinance  (referred  Oct.  3,  1887) 
to  amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1885  so  as  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  prop- 
erty clerks  of  the  Police  Department,  having 
considered  the  subject,  respectfully  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  ordinance  in  the  following 
new  draft: 

An  Ordinance 
To  amend  Chapter  G  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1885. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston  as 

follows: 

Section  1,  Chapter  0,  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1885  is  hereby  amended  in  Section  1  in  the 
clause  relating  to  the  salary  of  the  property 
clerk  of  the  Police  Department  by  striking  out 
the  words  "one  thousand  rive  hundred"  and  in- 
serting the  words  "one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred" in  place  thereof. 

Report  on  the  ordinance  (referred  Oct.  3,  1887) 
to  amend  Chapter  Oof  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1885,  so  as  to  increase  the  salary  of  the 
deputy-superintendent  of  police,  having  con- 
sidered the  subject,  respectfully  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  ordinance  in  the  following  new 
draft: 


853 


BOARD     OF     ALDER  M  EN 


An  Ordinance 
To  Amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1SS5. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 

follows: 

Section  1.  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1S85  is  hereby  amended  in  Section  1  in  the 
clause  relating  to  the  salary  of  the  deputy-su- 
perintendent of  police  by  striking  out  the  word 

three"  and  inserting  the  word  "eight"  in  place 
thereof. 

The  reports  were  severally  accepted,  the  rule 
was  suspended  and  the  ordinances  put  upon 
their  passage. 

Aid.  Allen— Although  I  am  on  the  Commit- 
mitl ee  on  Ordinances  I  was  not  at  the  meeting 
and  would  like  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
to  explain.  I  do  not  exactly  understand  what 
is  intended  by  these  reports. 

Aid.  Lee— Those  ordinances  were  put  in  here 
a  week  ago,  and  relate  to  the  salaries  of  the  su- 
perintendent, assistant-superintendent,  proper- 
ty-clerk, and  assistant-inspectors,  etc. 

Aid.  Allen— I  know  more  about  them  than  I 
did  before. 

The  several  ordinances  were  passed.  Aid.  Lee 
moved  to  reconsider;  lost.    Sent  down. 

Salaries  of  Board  of  Health. 

Report  on  the  ordinance  (referred  July  5,  1SS7) 
to  amend  Chapter  6.  Revised  Ordinances  of  18S5, 
so  as  to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  health  com- 
missioners (from  $3000  to  $3500)— That  in  their 
opinion  the  ordinance  ought  not  to  pass.  Aid. 
Carroll  and  Lee  dissent  from  the  foregoing,  and 
report  that  the  ordinance  is  in  proper  form. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  said  ordinance 
was  passed.  Aid.  Lee  moved  to  reconsider; 
lost.    Sent  down. 

SEWERS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Sewers: 

Report  and  order — That  the  sewer  assessment 
levied  against  the  estate  of  Bernard  Nelson  for 
a  sewer  in  Merrimac  street,  amounting  to  $54.45, 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  abated  on  account  of 
no  benefit! 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  JamesP.  Monroe  and 
others,  for  abatements  from  the  assessments 
levied  against  their  estates  on  account  of  the 
sewer  in  Lincoln,  Market  and  Waverlov  streets, 
Western  avenue  and  private  way  (referred  May 
9.  1887).  recommending  the  passage  of  an  order- 
That  the  several  sewer  assessments  shown  in 
the  accompanying  schedule,  levied  [or  a  sewer 
through  Western  a,\  enue,  Market  and  Waverley 
streets,  private  land  and  Lincoln  street,  in 
Brighton,  I")    and    the    same  are  hereby  abated, 

and  that  the  several  amounts  charged  to  the  re- 
spective estates  be  reassessed  to  the  same  in 
accordance  with  the  said  schedule. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 


Aid.  Lee  offered  a  preamble  and  order  of  no- 
tice of  hearing  on  Monday,  Oct.  17th  inst.,  at  4 
P.  M.,  of  objections  to  taking  land  of  Neil  Mc- 
Neil in  Dorchester,  for  sewer  purposes.    Passed. 

NEW  CAMBRIDGE   BRIDGE. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  !N.  G.  Smith,  the  vote  by 
which  was  passed  the  orders  for  a  loan  of  $250,- 
000  for  the  new  Cambridge  bridge  wis  recon- 
sidered. 

The  hour  being  late,  on  motion  of  Aid.  N.  G. 
Smith  the  orders  were  specially  assigned  to  the 
next  meeting. 

LAND  DAMAGES. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  orders  to  pay  for  land 
taken  and  all  damages  occasioned  by  the  relo- 
cation of  streets,  as  follows: 

George  Dodge,  $1100,  Harvard  street.  Dorches- 
ter, near  Washington  street. 

James  E.  Gilmaii  and  Frederick  N.  Cheney, 
$7G5,  Bird  street,  Dorchester,  between  Magnolia 
street  and  the  New  York  &  New  England  rail- 
road. 

Orders  severally  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 

THE     USE    OF    AUSTIN     FARM    AND     MARCELLA- 
STREET  HOME. 

Aid.  Capen  offered  an  order— That  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  Public  Institutions  be  requested 
to  consider  the  expediency  of  removing  the 
children  at  the  Marcell a-street  Home  to  the 
Austin  Farm,  and  of  using  the  Mareella-stieet 
Home  for  (ho  purpose  of  a  lunatic  hospital. 

Referred  to  Committee  o    Public  Institutions. 

GRADE  OF  MT.   VERNON   STREET. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  offered  an  order— That  the 
city  surveyor  be  requested  to  furnish  the  Board 
with  a  profile  of  Mt.  Vernon  street,  showing 
thereon  a  continuously  descending  grade  for 
said  street  from  an  apex  at  Temple  street  at 
grade  "B,"  as  indicated  on  the  second  plan  sub- 
mitted with  report  of  Committee  on  the  Reser- 
voir Lot  (City  Doc.  96  of  1S87),  to  Charles  street. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

MEMORIAL   VOLUME    TO     GENERAL     PAINE     AND 
MR.    BURGESS, 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  offered  an  order— That  the 
clerk  id'  committees  be  authorized  to  prepare 
tor  publication,  under  the  direction  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing,  an  appropriate  memorial 
volume,  giving  an  account  of  the  ait  ion  of  the 
City  Council  and  the  reception  at  Faueuil  Hall 
by  the    City    of    Boston,    to   Charles    J.    Paine. 

owner,  and  Edward  Burgess,  designer,,  of 
the  yaelit  Volunteer,  including  biographical 
sketches  of  said  gentlemen,;  and  that  the  same 
be  printed,  the  expense  incurred  thereby  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  printing. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rale.  Sent 
down. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Lee,  at  7.12  P.M 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council. 


Thursday,  Oct,  13, 1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Common  Council,  at 
7.30  P.M.,  President  Barry  in  the  chair. 

By  direction  of  the  President  the  roll  was 
called,  with  the  following  result : 

Present— Atwood,  Barry,  Blume,  Burr,  Car- 
roll, Carstensen,  Chamberlain,  Cochran,  Coyle, 
Dayern,  Desmond,  Duggan,  Fisher,  Foss,  Fot- 
tler,  Fowler,  Frost,  Haggerty„  Kelley,  Ladd, 
Lattimore,  Lauten,  Leary,  Light,  F.  Morison,  J. 
Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Norton,  Perkins,  C. 
C.  Powers,  Beilly,  Sanger,  Shaw,  E.  Sullivan, 
J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevens, 
Tracy,  Webster,  Whall.  Whitmore— 42. 

Absent— Bowman,  Clark,  Coleman,  Connolly, 
Dewey,  Uolan,  Dunn,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gal- 
lagher, Gomez,  Harrington,  Hayes,  Keliher, 
Kennedy,  Mahoney,  McEnaney,  McKenna,  Mc- 
Nary,  F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  J.  Murphy,  Nunan, 
O'Mealey,  Perry,  E.  J,  Powers,  Richards,  Short, 
.  Snow,  Thayer,  Tuttle,  Wilson— 30 

RECORD  COMMISSIONERS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  the  following: 
An  Ordinance 
To  Amend  Chapter  35  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1885,  concerning  the  Record  Commissioners. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Chapter  35  of  the  Revised  Ordin- 
ances of  1885  is  hereby  amended  in  section 
second,  in  the  third  line  thereof,  by  adding  after 
the  word  "Boston"  the  words  "and  in  the  cities 
or  towns  now  constituting  a  portion  of  the  city 
of  Boston." 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

CITY  POLICE  COURTS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order — That  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  petition  the 
Legislature  at  its  next  session  for  such  altera- 
tions in  the  acts  establishing  police  courts 
within  the  city  as  shall  provide  that  there  be  a 
daily  session  of  one  magistrate  at  each  police 
station  for  the  disposal  of  all  criminal  cases 
brought  before  him. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

MUNICIPAL        REGISTER        OF       ROXBURY       AND 

CHARLESTCWN. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order— That  the 
city  clerk  be  directed  to  have  prepared,  electro- 
typed  and  printed  a  register  of  the  city  govern- 
ment of  the  cities  of  Roxbury  and  Charlestown, 
and  that  hereafter  such  record  shall  be  inserted 
in  the  annual  Municipal  Register ;  the  expense 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  printing. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  to  suspend  the  rule 
in  order  that  the  order  may  be  passed  at  the 
present  time. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  the  question 
came  on  giving  the  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  will  state  that,  as  will  be 
readily  seen,  the  expense  will  be  very  trifling. 
The  clerk  will  prepare  it  for  printing,  and  the 
expense  of  stereotyping  the  few  pages  will  be 
probably  less  than  §25.  The  object  is  to  have  a 
suitable  record  of  the  mayors  and  officers  of  the 
City  Council  of  these  two  cities  before  annexa- 
tion, because  practically  the  records  of  these 
cities  are  very  hard  to  be  obtained,  now  that 
they  have  become  a  part  of  the  city  of  Boston. 
When  once  printed  it  can  be  stereotyped,  as  it 
will  only  occupy  a  few  pages  altogether  in  our 
Municipal  Register,  and  will  always  be  easily 
accessible.  We  have  had  within  a  few  weeks 
two  or  three  instances  of  men  holding  high 
offices  in  those  cities  who  are  now  prominent 
citizens  of  Boston,  and  people  would  like  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  readily  referring  to  the 
official  record  of  those- city  governments.  I 
hope,  therefore,  that  the  Council  will  feel  in- 
clined to  pass  the  order. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed. 
Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.  Sent 
up. 


house    of    detention    for    women— POLICE 

MATRONS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  the  f ollwing : 
An  Ordinance 
To  Establish  the  Salaries  of  the  Officers  and 

Assistants  of  the  House  of  Detention  and  of 

Police  Matrons. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  The  salaries  of  the  officers  and 
assistants  of  the  house  of  detention  for  the  re- 
ception and  continemf  nt  of  women  under  arrest 
are  hereby  established  at  the  following  annual 
rates  for  the  period  during  which  they  are  res- 
pectively employed:  Chief  matron,  $1000  per 
annum ;  assistant  chief  matron,  $800  per  annum ; 
assistant  matrons,  $600  per  annum ;  stewardess, 
$4S0  per  annum;  janitress,  $480  per  annum; 
doormen,  $480  per  annum;  drivers,  $720  per 
annum. 

Sec.  2.  The  salaries  of  police  matrons  are 
hereby  established  at  the  following  annual  rates 
for  the  period  during  which  they  are  respec- 
tively employed:  Division  7,  $200  per  annum; 
division  9,  $416  per  annum ;  division  10,  $416  per 
annum;  division  11,  $100  per  annum;  division 
12.  $416  per  annum ;  division  13,  $100  per  annum ; 
division  14,  $100  per  annum ;  division  15,  $416  per 
annum. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  a  suspension  both  of 
the  Council  and  joint  rules,  in  order  that  the 
order  may  take  its  second  reading  at  the  pres- 
ent time,  in  hopes  of  having  it  passed  this  even- 
ing. The  reason  is  this.  Members  will  find 
that  this  ordinance  is  an  exact  copy  of  the  re- 
commendations made  by  the  Police  Board  on 
the  9th  of  May.  which  is  printed  on  page  477  of 
the  proceedings,  which  I  belive  will  be  found  on 
the  desk  of  each  member.  Section  3,  Chapter 
234,  of  the  Acts  of  1887,  provides  that:  "Reason- 
able salaries  for  the  officers  and  associates  of 
such  house  of  detention  hereinafter  provided 
for  shall  be  fixed  by  concurrent  action  of  the 
City  Council  and  of  said  Board  of  Police." 
Now  the  Board  of  Police  has  sent  in 
this  recommendation,  which  has  now  been 
put  into  the  form  of  an  ,  ordinance,  so 
that  it  shall  be  permanent.  The  proposed 
salaries  seem  to  be  reasonable  and  such  as  the 
Board  will  concur  in,  and  probably  the  only  ones 
they  will  concur  in.  The  Board  of  Aldermen, 
having  received  this  communication,  referred 
it  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  They  reported 
only  in  part,  namely,  in  regard  to  locating  a 
house  of  detention  in  some  schoolhouse.  They 
did  not  take  up  the  matter  of  salaries.  I  believe, 
sir,  it  is  a  fact  that  court  proceedings  have  been 
commenced  by  certain  citizens,  and  action  is 
impending  on  the  part  of  the  attorney-general 
censuring  the  city  of  Boston  for  not  having 
taken  more  prompt  action.  But  on  examining 
the  statute,  I.  think  it  will  be  conceded  that  the 
only  thing  incumbent  upon  the  City  Coun- 
cil to  do  is  to  fix  these  salaries  in 
concurrence  with  the  Board  of  Police. 
As  the  matter  has  been  started  in  this  way, 
it  has  seemed  to  be  very  desirable  that  the  City 
Council  should  free  itself  from  any  possible  re- 
proach of  not  doing  its  duty,  especially  as  that 
duty  is  simple.  It  was  considered  that  the  best 
thing  to  be  done  was  to  pass  an  order  or  ordi- 
nance establishing  these  salaries.  The  matter 
will  not  be.  as  I  can  see,  in  any  way  improved  or 
made  any  clearer  by  any  reference  to  a  commit- 
tee. The  ordinance  was  drawn  up  in  consulta- 
tion with  Commissioner  Lee.  whose  experience 
in  such  matters  as  clerk  of  committees  for  a 
good  many  years  is  certainly  equal  to  that  of 
the  present  clerk  of  committees.  There  is  no 
probability,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  that  the  form 
of  the  ordinance  will  be  questioned,  and  the 
only  real  question  will  come  on  the  point 
as  to  whether  the  Council  is  willing  to  es- 
tablish these  particular  salaries.  The  Council 
will  see  that  the  chief  matron  gets  $1000,  and 
the  assistants  $800,  $600  and  $480.  The  two  door- 
men get  $480  each  and  the  two  drivers  get  $720 
each.  Now.  that  is  certainly  a  scale  of  salaries 
to  which  no  objection  can  be  made.  You  are 
paying  for  doormen  only  about  $1.25  Der  day, 
for  drivers  about  $2  a  day,  and  when  the  ma- 
trons get  respectively  $1000,  $800  and  $600,  I  think 
all  will  agree  that  that  is  a  very  moderate  scale 
of  salaries.  I  don't  believe  it  would  be  possible 
to  obtain  a  suitable  woman  to  be  chief  mairon 
at  the  house  of  detention  at  a  salary  of  any- 
thing less  than  $1000.  If  it  were  the  case 
of    a    man    it  would   be  impossible  to  get  a 
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competent  person  for  less  than  S2000  or  S2500. 
The  law  is  imperative  upon  us;  we  must, 
in  consultation  with  the  Board  of  Police, 
do  just  what  this  ordinance  provides.  It  is  just 
hecause,  sir,  I  can  see  no  advantage  in  a  refer- 
ence, that  I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rule  in 
order  that  the  matter  may  receive  all  proper 
discussion  this  evening,  and,  if  it  be  proper,  it 
seems  to  me  quite  desirable  that  the  matter 
should  be  carried  through  to  a  conclusion.  I 
will  again  repeat,  sir,  that  members  will  find 
the  whole  communication  on  page  -177,  which 
will  be  found  in  the  file  of  Proceedings,  placed 
on  each  desk. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  suspend- 
ing the  joint  and  Council  rules. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  if  locations  have  been  provided  for 
these  matrons— buildings,  etc. 

Mr.  Whithore- I  understand  that  the  loca- 
tion of  building  has  not  been  fixed,  because  the 
Board  of  Police  say  they  will  do  nothing  until 
the  salaries  are  fixed.  Tne  act  says  that  "the 
Board  of  Police  shall  establish  within  three 
months  of  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  shall 
maintain  a  house  of  detention  for  the  reception 
and  confinement  of  women  under  arrest ;  and 
for  tbat  purpose  said  board  shall  have  the  au- 
thority to  hire,  lease,  alter  and  arrange  a  build- 
ing or  buildings,  and  to  fit  up  the  same  in  a  suit- 
able manner."  Then  it  goes  on  to  say:  "Rea- 
sonable salaries  for  the  officers  and  assistants  of 
such  house  of  detention  hereinafter  provided 
for  shall  be  fixed  by  concurrent  action  of  the 
City  Council  aDd  of  said  Board  of  Police  and  such 
salaries,  together  with  all  expenses  incurred  for 
the  establishment  of  each  house  of  detention,  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  same,  and  for  the  trans- 
portation of  prisoners  thereto  and  therefrom, 
shall  be  paid  by  the  city  treasurer  of  said  city  of 
Boston  upon  the  requisition  of  said  Board." 
Tne  gentleman  will  see  that  we  have  nothing 
whatever  to  do  in  regard  to  the  building,  and 
whether  the  Police  Board  have  been  wise  or 
not,  we  cannot  coerce  them  into  establishing 
any  other  course.  They  have  taken  their  posi- 
tion, and  this  I  have  direct  from  the  board,  that 
they  will  do  nothing  until  the  salaries  are  fixed. 
They  are  hampered,  I  believe,  in  other  parts  of 
the  act,  in  the  selection  they  must  make,  but 
they  say  the  first  thing  to  be  done  is  to  < 
upon  the  salaries.  That  having  been  done,  they 
can  then  see  what  applicants  will  come  forward 
when  the  salaries  are  known.  It  is  necessary 
to  start  the  ball  somewhere,  and  the  Board 
of  Police  having  decided,  wisely  or  not, 
that  this  is  the  proper  thing  to  begin 
upon,  and  it  being  the  only  thing  the  City  Coun- 
cil has  anything  to  do  with,  I  think  we  are  safe 
in  doing  what  they  request.  I  will  say,  however. 
informally,  that  I  believe  there  will  lie  no  op- 
position to  granting  to  the  board  the  empty 
M-lmolhouse  on  Hudson  street.  Of  course  1  do 
not  speak  lor  the  Com  in  it  tee  on  Public  Build- 
ings, but  two  or  three  members  of  thai  commit- 
tee to  whom  the  matter  was  referred  h 
stated  thai  thej  jaw  no  reason  why  the  city 
should  not  grant  the  use  of  that  building;,  be- 
cause it  would  he  doubtless  the  cheapest  thing 
thai  could  be  done,  ami  the  Police  Board  are 
entireh  inclined,  as  I  understand  it,  to  accept 
that  schoolhouse  it  tendered  to  them  as  being  a 
very  reasonable  and  proper  place  for  thai  house 
to  be  placed. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  do  not  want  to  seem  to  throw 
any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  proper  establish- 
ing of  this    police-matron    system,  but    it    does 

to    me    that     this    is    an    illogical     and 

improper  way  to  begin.  It  seems  t.o  ini;  then! 
should  bo  some  provision  made  for  a  place 
where  this  work  maybe  done,  before  any  per- 
sons are  salaried  and  appointed  to  do  that 
work.  I  am  not  at  all  surprised  that  it  is  pro- 
posed that  it  he  ih  u  ie  in  this  way,  for  I  suppose  it 
is  in  accordance  with  the  action  taken  here  for 
some  time— ever  since  I  have  been  in  the  city 
goveinmenl    -to  make    the    salary  question  lirst 

always,  ll  the  effect  of  these  measures 
would  he  to  establish  certain  salaries  and  the 
persons  appointed  to  those  positions  would  be 
receiving  without  doing  the  work  in  that  locali- 
ty, the   pay   connected    with    positions  —  if   I 

1 1 edit   that    would     be    the     result   of    the 

passage  of  the.  order,  I  should  feel  like, 
opposing  it.  I  do  not  know  that  that  would 
be  the  effect,  and  I  do  not  know  that  it 
would  not  bo.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  might 
be  the  case,  that  these  person.*   would   be  ap- 


pointed and  their  salaries  fixed,  and  no  place 
for  them  to  go  to,  to  work.  Certainly  while  they 
were  not  employed  it  would  not  be  right  to  con- 
tinue paying  the  salaries.  If  that  should  be  the 
result  1  should  be  opposed  to  it,  for  I  think  we 
have  not  funds  enough  in  the  city  treasury  of 
Boston  to  throw  money  away  in  such  a  manner 
as  that. 

Mr.  Whttmoke— I  am  amused  beyond  measure 
to  hear  the  objection  raised  by  a  Republican 
gentleman  present,  because  this  act  was  one 
forced  upon  the  city  of  Boston  by  the  Republi- 
can majority  in  the  State  House.  We  have  ab- 
solutely nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the 
act;  whether  right  or  wrong,  it  is  law, 
and  the  opinion  of  this  City  Council 
cannot  alter  it.  There  is  only  one  duty  im- 
posed upon  the  Council,  and  that  is  peremptory, 
that  we  shall  fix  the  salaries  by  concurrent 
action  of  the  City  Council  and  the  Board  of 
Police,  and  inasjnuch  as  we  have  not  done  it  up 
to  the  present  time,  there  has  been  an  applica- 
tion made  to  the  Supreme  Court,  and  the  writ 
is  returnable,  I  understand,  on  the  ISth  of  this 
month,  the  city  of  Boston  being  censured 
by  the  attorney-general,  for  having  failed  to  do 
its  duty.  Now  if  the  gentleman  had  listened  to 
the  reading  of  the  ordinance,  he  would  have 
noticed  that  the  salaries  are  at  an  annual  rate, 
and  are  to  be  paid  for  such  a  period  of  time  as 
the  persor.s  are  actually  employed,  so  if  we  fix 
the  salaries  tonight  the  parties  will  not  draw 
their  salaries  until  they  have  been  actu- 
ally employed,  or  have  actually  gone  to 
work.  Now  in  regard  to  the  matter  of  appoint- 
ments. Gentlemen  ought  to  be  aware  that 
this  act  further  provides  that  the  chief  matron 
and  assistant  chief  matron  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  Board  of  Police,  but  no  woman  shall  be  so 
appointed  to  hold  office  unless  suitable  for  the 
position  and  recommended  therefor  in  writing 
by  at  least  25  women  in  good  standing,  residents 
of  the  city  of  Boston.  I  don't  know  exactly 
what  is  meant  by  the  term  "women  in  good 
standing"— that  is  for  the  Board  of  Police  to  find 
out— but  the  intent  is,  no  doubt,  that  the  board 
can  only  appoint  on  the  recommendation  of  25 
women,  and  the  members  of  the  Council  will 
not  be  allowed  in  any  way  to  influence  the  po- 
sition of  the  board.  Gentlemen  need  not  be 
afraid  that  there  is  any  salary  grab  or  anything 
else  in  the  matter,  or  that  any  members,  except 
the  married  ones,  would  be  able  to  have  any  in- 
tluence  at  all  with  the  Board  ot  Police.  The 
candidates  must  be  endorsed  by  25  woinon.  As 
I  have  said  before,  this  is  the  only  thing  wo  can 
do,  and  this  it  is  our  duty  to  do.  We  have  al- 
ready been  censured  by  the  attorney-general, 
and  are  liable,  on  the  18th,  to  be  censured  by  the 
Supreme  Court  for  not  doing  it,  and  if  the  Coun- 
cil is  satisfied  with <the  scale  of  prices  it  soems 
to  me  the  sooner  we  get,  ourselves  out  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Court  the  better  it 
will  be  for  us.  This  is  the  most  dignified  and 
honorable  action  to  take. 

Mr.  Wilson— [  was  unfortunate  in  not  hear- 
ing the  opening  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 

Ward  12.  I  am  heartily  in  favor  of  those  police 
matrons,  and  although  I  think  thoir  salaries 
should  be  fixed  at  a  reasonable  sum  as  speedily 
as  possible  so  that  we  may  derive  the  benefits  it 
is  contemplated  we  should  derive  from  that  act, 
as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  has  said,  it 
Seems  tO  me  we  ought  not  to  puss  an  order  of  this 
kind  at  this  lime  without  more  consideration 
than  it  seems  to  mo  we  havegivenit.  I  haven't 
had  an  opportunity  of  examining  that  act  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  has  cited  and  quoted 
from  as  care  fullv  as  I  wish  I  had.  But  I  notice 
that  the  order  bore  is  rather  remarkable. 
Whereas  1  understood  the  subject  wo  were 
about  to  discuss,  or  that  wo  would  bo  compollod 
load  upon  by  tbo  mandamus  proceedings  be- 
fore t  he  Supreme  Court,  was  the  payment  of  sal- 
aries to  matrons  of  the  house  of  detention.  I 
find  that  this   ordinance   provides   not    only    for 

matrons,  but  (or  chief  matrons,  assistant  chief 

matrons,  assistant  matrons,  janitrcsses,  door- 
men, and  drivers.  Now  we  are  going  into  a 
pretty  large  subject  here,  if  seems  to  me.  and  I 
don't  t  h ink  at  the  present  time  wo  can  give  that 
attention  to  it  that  we  should,  l  trust  that  the 
rule  will  not  be  suspended,  but  that  this  order 
will  be  assigned  to  half-past  eight. 

Mr.  Wl-U'l'MOitK— J  would  suggest  to  the  gen- 
tleman that  l  have  no  desire  to  hurry  it  through, 

except  to  have  it  considered  this  evening,  The 
members  of  the  Council  must  be  fully  aware 
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that  they  will  get  no  further  information  if-  it 
goes  to  a"  committee.  The  committee  would  re- 
port back,  in  all  probability,  saying  that  it  ought 
to  pass,  and  I  don't  know  any  other  conclusion 
it  could  come  to.  This  Council  could  then  ob- 
tain no  more  information  than  they  possess 
this  evening.  But  I  would  move  to  suspend  the 
rule  requiring  it  to  be  referred  to  a  committee, 
and  if  the  rule  is  suspended  and  the  ordinance 
ordered  to  a  second  reading,  I  will  then  cheer- 
fully move  to  assign  to  9  o'clock  this  evening, 
and  will  give  the  gentleman  every  opportunity 
to  consult  me.  Otherwise,  it  will  have  to  be  re- 
ferred naturally  to  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, which,  in  view  of  the  proceeedings  in 
court,  seems  to  be  unnecessary. 

Mr.  Wilson— It  seems  to  me  that  we  can  just 
as  well  assign  the  matter  to  half -past  eight  and 
suspend  all  rules  at  that  time,  if  necessary,  as  to 
suspend  the  rules  now  and  then  assign  it.  I 
will  renew  the  motion  now  to  assign  to  half -past 
eight.  I  think  likely  that  in  a  few  moments' 
consultation  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  can 
satisfy  me  that  it  is  all  right. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  the  mo- 
tion to  assign. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  think,  on  the  contrary,  that 
the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  is  first  in  orde  . 
I  will  specify  a  little  more  definitely  that  I  will 
move  to  suspend  the  rule  making  it  necessary 
to  refer  it  to  a  committee,  then  let  it  he  ordered 
to  a  second  reading  and  the  question  will  then 
come  on  suspending  the  rules,  which  will  pre- 
vent it  taking  its  second  reading  at  the  present 
time.  Then  the  motion  to  assign  can  be  made. 
But  I  move  to  suspend  the  rule  requiring  its 
reference  to  committee. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  am  not  talking  about  referring 
it  to  a  committee  at  all.  I  merely  ask  that  it  be 
referred  to  half-past  eight,  in  order  that  we  may 
have  time  to  look  into  it.  That  is  the  way  we 
have  acted  all  the  year,  in  order  that  we  should 
have  time  to  look  into  matters  ourselves,  and  no 
rule  should  be  suspended  until  after  the  assign- 
ment. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Despite  what  the  gentleman 
says,  I  think  if  he  looks  at  our  Joint  Rules,  page 
46,  he  will  see  that  there  is  a  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  all  ordi- 
nances introduced  in  either  branch,  and  it  would 
have  to  be  referred  there  without  any  discus- 
sion whatever,  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  I 
move  to  suspend  that  joint  rule  now  so  that  it 
shall  not  he  referred. 

Mr.  Wilson— It  seems  to  me  the  matter  is  not 
properly  before  the  house  at  this  time.  The 
ordinary  way  in  which  such  matters  introduced 
here  have  been  treated  is  to  assign  them,  at  the 
request  of  a  member,  to  a  time  specified,  and  at 
that  time  the  matters  are  taken  up.  If  we  sus- 
pend the  rules  here  at  this  time  the  matter  is  in 
order  for  consideration,  without  any  further 
ado.  The  fact  that  it  seems  to  me  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12  is  forcing  things  is  what 
compels  me  to  dwell  so  at  length  on  this  point, 
but  I  renew  my  motion  to  assign  this  matt6r  to 
half-past  eight — the  whola  subject. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that  the 
motion  to  refer  to  a  time  certain,  under  Rule  23, 
takes  precedence  of  the  motion  to  suspend  the 
rule. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  think  it  hardly  necessary 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Chair  to  the  fact  that 
the  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  is  of  greater 
weight  and  has  priority  of  any  other  motions. 
It  is  for  the  very  purpose  of  doing  away  with 
the  ordinary  form  that  we  move  to  suspend  the 
rule. 

The  President — The  point  of  order  is  not  well 
taken.  The  question  is  on  suspending  Section  7 
of  Joint  Rule  2. 

Mr.  Wilson— It  seems  to  me  that  the  order  of 
business  hefore  the  Council  is  motions,  orders, 
and  resolutions.  It  has  always  been  customary, 
when  orders  under  that  order  of  business  have 
been  introduced  here,  to  assign  them  to  a  time 
specified,  and  not  to  do  away  with  any  rules 
whatsoever.  It  has  been  customarry  to  leave 
the  whole  matter  open  until  we  came  to  dis- 
cussion. If  it  is  then  necessary  to  suspend  the 
rule,  we  will  do  so. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  say  at  this 
time  that  it  is  always  in  order  to  suspend  the 
rules.  Any  member  can  make  the  motion  on 
the  floor  of  this  chamber  to  suspend  the  rules. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  12  now  desires  to 
make  that  motion.  He  moves  to  suspend  the 
rule  that  requires  this  order  to  be  referred  to  a 


committee.  Then  the  question  will  come  on 
assigning  it  to  an  hour  certain.  The  question 
now  conies  on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  wish  to  make  only  one  more 
suggestion  to  the  gentleman  opposite,  who  is 
acting,  I  have  no  doubt,  in  good  faith,  and  that 
is  that  it  is  rarely  an  ordinance  is  brought  in 
here  and  not  referred,  This  is  one  of  the  few 
instances.  When  an  ordinance  comes  in,  it 
must  be,  under  our  rules,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances,  but  here  is  an  ordinance 
that  it  is  desirable  to  act  upon  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, and  the  provision  of  the  joint  rule  should 
not  in  this  case  be  enforced.  I  therefore  make 
the  motion  to  suspend  the  rule,  in  order  tnat  we 
may  go  on  with  the  discussion.  The  gentleman 
on  reflection  will  see  that  our  joint  rule  is  per- 
emptory that  when  an  ordinance  comes  in  it 
must  he  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances. In  the  same  way,  when  an  order  comes 
in  referring  to  a  loan  or  transfer,  which  is,  of 
necessity,  without  any  vote,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  ihe  rule  must  be  suspend- 
ed in  order  to  bring  it  before  the  Council  in  any 
other  way  whatever.  In  the  same  way  witli  this 
ordinance,  unless  the  rule  is  now  suspended,  it 
must  go  to  the  committee.  I  believe  the  decision 
of  the  Chair  is  exactly  right,  and  that  the  motion 
I  have  made  is  a  proper  one, — namely,  to  sus- 
pend the  rule  requiring  it  to  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  without  debate.  That 
rule  being  suspended,  the  question  then  comes 
on  giving  the  ordinance  a  second  reading,  and 
at  the  time  the  gentleman  can  move  to  assign 
the  subject  to  9  o'clock  or  any  other  hour. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  would  like  to  know  how  we 
can  determine  whether  or  not  to  suspend  the 
rule  which  says  that  this  matter  must  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  before 
considering  the  merits  of  the  case?  That  it 
seems  to  me  is  the  point  of  the  whole  thing. 
We  don't  understand  the  matter,  and  if  we  say 
tonight  that  this  should  not  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  we  are  prejudging 
the  whole  case.  I  don't  know  what  this  order 
is.  It  comes  from  nowhere,  except  the  gentle- 
from  Ward  12,  and  if  we  say  tonight  that  the 
rule  should  be  suspended  so  that  this  ordinance 
may  not  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances, we  are  assuming  to  act  on  that  which 
we  know  nothing  about.  It  seems  to  me  very 
improper  to  say  that  this  should  not  go  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  before  we  have  con- 
sidered it,  and  we  have  not  considered  it  yet.  I 
do  not  understand  it. 

Mr.  Whitmore — We  are  wasting  a  good  deal 
of  time,  it  seems  to  me,  owing  to  the  gentle- 
man's ignorance  of  the  printed  rules.  The  joint 
rule  says  that  when  an  ordinance  comes  in  it  is 
to.be  referred  without  debate  to  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances.  It  does  not  say  after  debate,  or 
after  the  Council  knows  anything  about  the 
merits  of  it,  but  when  the  order  comes  in  under 
our  joint  rules  it  is  to  be  referred  at  once,  with- 
out debate,  to  the  Committee  on  Ordiuances. 
You  cannot  get  away  from  it.  That  is  the  plain 
rule,  intended  for  that  purpose  and  nothing 
else.  For  instance,  I  introduced  an  order  early 
in  the  evening  that  was  referred  without  any 
debate,  because  I  knew  it  could  not  be  debated, 
even  if  I  wished  to  debate  it,  without  suspend- 
ing the  rule.  It  is  for  the  reason  that  send- 
ing this  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
would  postpone  the  whole  matter  that  I 
have  moved  to  suspend  the  rule,  in  order  that 
it  may  he  taken  up  and  acted  on  later  hi  the 
evening.  The  gentleman  started  out  by  saying 
that  it  was  his  intent  alone.  The  rule  is  plain 
on  that  point,  and  I  think  we  are  wasting  time 
unnecessarily,  because  the  terms  of  the  rule  are 
so  plainly  evident.  If  the  rule  is  suspended  at 
the  present  time,  it  doesn't  prevent  any  one 
from  moving  later  o  i  to  send  it  to  the  commit- 
tee. It  is  merely  stopping  it  at  this  particular 
moment  so  as  to  give  the  members  a  chance  to 
do  what  the  gentleman  says  he  desires  to  do, — 
namely,  get  some  information  in  regard  to  it 
this  evening. 

Mr.  Fottler— I  would  inquire  from  the  gentle- 
man, before  he  sits  down,  why  there  is  any 
necessity  for  haste  in  pushing  the  matter 
tonight? 

Mr.  AVhitmore — I  must  have  failed  to  express 
myself  to  the  members  of  the  Council  as  clearly 
as  I  intended.  The  ubstance  of  the  matter  is 
simply  this,  that  there  is  a  writ  out  by  the 
attorney-general  to  appear  before  the  Supreme 
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Court  on  the  18th,  when  we  shall  be  severely 
censured  by  the  court  for  not  having  done  this 
exact  thing.  Ever  since  the  19th  of  May  this 
matter  has  been  before  the  City  Council,  and  it 
seems  to  me  we  should  take  it  up  now  and  pass 
an  order,  before  going  into  court.  For  my  own 
part,  if  any  member  wants  to  be  responsible  for 
going  into  court,  I  say  they  may  take  the 
responsibility.  I  want  to  get  rid  of  the  respon- 
sibility by  doing  our  duty  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment. 

Mr.  Sanger— It  seems  to  me  there  is  not  the 
haste  in  this  matter  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  would  seem  to  indicate.  The  legal 
proceedings  he  refers  to  were  originally  started 
some  weeks  ago,  and  it  was  then  sought  to 
get  the  then  attorney-general,  now  out  of  office, 
to  join  the  individuals  in  having  a  writ  of 
mandamus  issued  against  the  Board  of  Police, 
and  not  the  city.  The  then  attcrney-general 
did  not,  for  reasons  best  known  to  himself,  join 
in  the  proceedings;  but  the  present  attorney- 
general  has  joined  in  the  proceedings,  bringing 
a  writ  against  the  Board  of  Police  and  the  City 
Council.  The  reason  for  haste  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  suggests,  is  that  the  City 
Council  is  placed  in  such  a  position  that  they 
cannot  make  a  proper  answer  to  the  proceed 
ings  now  pending.  That,  it  seems  to  nie,  is 
about  as  far  as  it  goes.  But  the  City  Council  of 
Boston  is  not  an  offending  party  her e.  I  think 
every  gentleman  in  this  body  will  agree  with 
me,  that  the  Board  of  Police  should  nrovide  a 
house  before  the  City  Council  establishes  the 
salaries  of  a  large  number  of  persons  who  are 
to  be  placed  on  duty  not  only  in  your  houses  of 
detention,  but  as  police  matrons  in  several  of 
the  police  divisions  of  the  city.  It  seems  to  me, 
therefore,  that  the  matter  should  not  be  as- 
signed, neither  should  the  rules  be  suspended, 
but  it  should  go  to  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, who  should  look  into  the  merits  of  the 
question,  as  well  as  pass  upon  the  form  of  the 
ordinance,  having  authority  to  consider  the 
merits  of  the  matters  before  Them,  and  then, 
when  the  Board  of  Police  have  reported  in  re- 
gard to  a  house,  and  in  regard  to  the  various 
other  arrangements,  we  can  establish  the  sala- 
ries and  do  everything  which  the  individuals 
representing  that  portion  of  the  community 
which  requested  the  appointment  of  police  ma- 
trons before  the  Legislature  last  year  would 
consider  proper  and  reasonable,  assisting  them 
as  much  as  possible  in  their  laudable  purpose. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  do  not  wish  to  delay  this  matter 
unnecessarily,  but  it  does  seem  to  me  that  there 
is  no  necessity  for  haste.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  has  not  stated  any  facts  which  would 
lead  us  to  suppose  that  there  was  any  necessity 
for  haste.  The  suit  he  refers  to,  as  I  understand 
it,  is  not  in  a  mature  .-tate  in  any  sense  of  the 
word ;  it  is  simply  a  citation  for  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton to  appear  at  that  time,  and  the  return  date 
is  merely  on  the  18th.  There  is  plenty  of  time 
for  the  committee  to  consider  this  matter  and 
report  to  this  Council,  and  then  action  can  be 
taken,  if  action  be  considered  necessary.  But 
as  I  stated  m  the  first  part  of  the  discussion  on 
this  matter  tonight,  I  think  we  are  commencing 
at  the  wrong  end  of  this  business,  and  as  the 
gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat  has  said, 
a  place  should  be  provided  before  we  establish 
the  salaries  and  run  the  risk  of  people  drawing 
salaries  from  the  city  treasury,  under  the  ordi- 
nance, when  they  are  not  doing  any  work.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  there  is  a  chance  that  we 
might  be  placed  in  that  position,  and  1  think  we 
should  be  very  careful  in  whatever  action  we 
may  take. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  say  in  regard  to  the 
specious  argument  made  by  the  gentleman  in 
the  first  division,  that  we  cannot  dictate  what 
the  Board  of  Police  shall  do,  and  that  they  can 
do  as  they  please  in  this  matter.  We  cannot 
command  any  man,— not  even  a  beggar  in  the 
street,— and  the  gentleman  knows  it  perfectly 
well. 

Mr.   Sanger— I  admit  it. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  gentleman  admits  it. 
Very  well,  that  being  the  case,  what  is  the  use 
of  calling  them  in  and  saying  that  they  shall 
select  a  house?  We  haven't  anything  to  do 
with  that  matter.  We  have  been  abnsed  in  the 
public  press  for  not  attending  to  that 
matter,  and  the  majority  has  been  abused 
roundly  —  for  the  majority  naturally  is 
supposed  to  rule— for  not  attending  to  the 
public  business.    They  have  attributed  it  to  our 


being  opposed  to  the  present  police  system,  and  to 
various  other  reasons.  Now  the  majority  in  this 
government  are  not  opposed  to  the  present  po- 
lice system  and  Board  of  Police,  although  v\  e 
labor  under  that  stigma  at  present.  There  is  the 
law,  and  I  challenge  any  man  in  this  chamber 
who  has  read  the  law  to  say  that  this  Council 
can  in  any  way  hasten  or  influence  the  Board  of 
Police  in  providing  that  house.  That  is  a  matter 
for  them  to  settle  with  the  Supreme  Court.  But 
there  is  one  plain  duty  devolving  upon  the  City 
Council,  and  that  is  to  establish  the  salaries. 
As  I  have  said,  this  ordinance  merely  provides 
the  rates  of  salaries,  and  says  they  shall  be  paid 
only  for  such  time  as  "they  render  the  service  in 
the  Police  Department,  and  I  say  that  the  Board 
of  Police,  who  are  responsible  to  the  Kepublican 
governor  who  appointed  them  and  the  Republi- 
can council  who  confirmed  them,  will  not  dare 
to  appoint  any  of  these  officers  until  there  is 
work  for  them  to  do.  Having  stated  that  as  a 
political  fact,  I  will  state  from  my  own  knowl- 
edge of  those  gentlemen  that  I  don't  imagine 
for  a  moment  that  they  would,  if  they  had  the 
power,  waste  the  city's  money  by  appointing 
any  officer  to  draw  a  salary  before  lie  was  ready 
for  work  or  the  work  was  ready  for  him.  I  say 
that  in  justice  to  the  board.  I  believe  they  are 
just  as  prudent  in  the  expenditure  of  the  public 
money  as  any  other  board,  and  when  we  fix  the 
rate  of  salary  and  say  that  it  should  only  be  pro- 
vided during  the  time  they  work,  I  thinK  we 
have  done  all  we  can  do. 

Mr.  Frost— I  cannot  see  from  the  drift  of  this 
discussion  why  there  should  be  any  objection 
to  the  rules  being  suspended.  As  I  look  back 
npon  page477,  here  is  a  report  from  the  Board 
of  Police,  A.  T.  Whiting,  chairman,  recommend- 
ing the  establishment  of  these  salaries  precisely 
as  they  are  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12. 

Mr.  AVilson— Will  you  read  them? 

Mr  Frost  read  the  salaries  as  read  by  Mr. 
Whitmore  early  in  the  discussion,  and  said:  I 
see  no  objection  to  going  on  with  this  matter 
and  suspending  the  rule.  As  has  been  stated 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  tbis  matter  has 
been  delayed  since  last  May.  I  certainly  think 
we  should  suspend  the  rules  and  go  on  and  pass 
this  ordinance. 

Mr.  Dewey — I  object,  on  general  principles,  to 
the  passage  of  any  ordinance  without  the  mat- 
ter having  been  given  due  consideration.  I  ob- 
ject to  the  passage  of  this  ordinance  at  this  time 
because  no  committee  has  had  an  opportunity 
to  consider  the  subject.  I  fail  to  see  any  reason 
for  haste  in  this  matter.  The  argument  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  (that  the  city  has  been 
cited  into  court,  and  for  that  reason  we  ought 
to  do  something  right  oil')  has  no  weight  that  I 
can  see.  The  city  of  Boston  is  in  court  all  the 
time,  in  hundreds  of  cases.  I  believe  that  we 
should  refer  this  ordinance  to  an  appropriate 
committee— either  the  Committee  on  Police  or 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances— and  let  the  mat- 
ter receive  consideration  there,  instead  of  tak- 
ing our  time  here.  We  have  now  spent 
35  or  40  minutes  in  discussing  this  matter,  which 
should  properly  be  discussed  in  a  committee. 
Personally  I  object  to  sitting  here  and  going 
over  all  these  various  matters  and  doing  com- 
mittee work  during  Council  hours.  For  that 
reason  I  hope  the  rule  will  not  be  suspended. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  am  glad  we  have  had  this  de- 
bate, because,  for  me,  it  has  enlightened  me 
considerably.  During  this  debate  I  have  ob- 
tained a  great  deal  of  information  on  the  sub- 
ject. There  is  one  question  in  my  mind  that  I 
would  like  to  have  answered,  I  have  read  in 
this  statute  that  reasonable  salaries  shall  be 
fixed,  in  the  city  of  Boston,  by  the  concurrent 
action  of  the  City  Council  and  of  the  Board  of 
Police.  I  am  glad  to  see  that  the  figures  re- 
ported by  the  gentleman  in  his  order  are  those 
already  recommended  to  us  by  the  Board  of  Po- 
lice; and  that  is  one  great  difficulty  out  of  my 
way.  As  I  said  in  the  first  place,  I  am  heartily 
in  favor  of  doing  everything  we  can  to  estab- 
lish the  system  of  police  matrons.  So  far  as  I 
can  see,  by  an  examination  of  the  ordinance  be- 
fore ns,  and  nf  the  record  on  page  ITS  of  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  it  seems  to 
me  that,  this  ordinance,  although  objectionable 
in  its  method  of  presentation,  is  objectionable 
m  no  other  way.  Although  1  misunderstood  the 
gentleman  in  the  first  nlaee,  did  not  know  what 
lie  was  driving  at,  and  thought  he  was  trying  to 
rush  things  through  in  an  unusual  way,  still, 
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having-  looked  into  the  subject,  I  am  now  pre- 
pared to  vote  for  this  ordinance. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall  it  was  voted  that  de- 
bate be  now  closed. 

The  rule  requiring-  reference  to  Committee  on 
Ordinances  was  declared  suspended.  Mr.  Ladd 
doubted  the  vote,  the  Council  was  divided,  but 
pending  announcement  of  the  result  Mr.  Ladd 
withdrew  the  doubt. 

The  ordinance  was  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  desire  to  be  perfectly  fair 
with  the  gentleman  from  "Ward  9,  and  will  now 
state  that  I  am  ready  to  move  to  assign  to  9 
o'clock,  or  to  move  to  suspend  the  rule  so  that 
the  ordinance  can  be  given  a  second  reading 
now,  whichever  will  satisfy  him. 

The  President— Mr.  Whitmore  moves  to  sus- 
pend the  rule. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  ordinance 
passed.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider; 
lost.    Sent  up. 

LAMPS  FOR  ROSLTNDALE. 

Mr.  Fowler  offered  an  order— That  the  super- 
intendent of  the  Lamp  Department  be  and  he 
hereby  is  requested  to  cause  the  street  lamps  in 
that  portion  of  ward  23  known  as  Roslindale,  to 
be  lighted  with  gas  as  soon  as  practicable. 

Mr.  Whall— I  raise  the.  point  of  order  that 
this  whole  matter  of  locating  lamps  comes  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

Mr.  Fowler— Before  that  point  of  order  is  de- 
cided by  the  Chair,  unless  it  has  been  finally 
decided  already,  I  wish  to  state  that  the  City 
Council  has  the  right  to  make  any  request  it 
pleases.    This  is  only  a  request. 

Mr.  Whall — The  very  title  of  the  order  is — 
Ordered,  That  we  request.  It  makes  no  differ- 
ence whether  we  request,  demand,  order,  or  in- 
sist, it  all  amounts  to  the  same  thing.  We  are 
attempting  to  put  our  fingers  into  a  pudding 
which  the  law  says  we  shall  not  taste.  We  are 
attempting  to  usurp  the  powers  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen.  I  have  no  doubt  nxy  friend,  whom  it 
pains  me  to  oppose  in  this  matter,  can  get  the 
honorable  alderman  from  his  district  to  offer  the 
order  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  President— The  Chair  will,  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  gentleman,  say  that  the  Chair 
will  order  the  paper  sent  up. 

NUISANCE  AT  THE  AUSTIN  FARM. 

Mr.  Fottler  offered  an  order  —  That  the 
Board  of  Directors  for  Public  Institutions  be  re- 
quested to  ascertain  what  means  can  be  devised 
to  abate  a  nuisance  existing  at  the  Austin  Farm 
caused  by  the  drainage  from  the  almshouse 
buildings. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fottler,  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Institutions. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATIONS. 

Mr.  PiEilly— Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a  ques- 
tion of  privilege,  and  to  make  a  personal  expla- 
nation. In  the  issue  of  the  Daily  Evening 
Traveller  of  Oct.  12.  in  the  report  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  there  is  included  m  the  remarks  of  a 
member  of  that  body  a  statement  which  re- 
flects upon  a  sub-committee  composed  of  three 
members  of  this  body,  of  which  I  chanced  to  be 
one.  The  matter  I  refer  to  is  in  the  remarks  of 
the  alderman  from  the  seventh  district,  in  re- 
gard to  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Laying 
Out  and  Widening  Streets  in  the  matter  of 
widening  Emerson  street.  Today,  the  gentle- 
man rescinded  what  he  had  said,  and  told  me 
he  was  very  sorry  that  any  such  expression  was 
drawn  out  as  was  created  by  his  remarks  on 
Monday.  He  said  he  did  not  intend  to  say 
exactly  what  he  said,  and  he  virtually  took 
back  what  he  said.  That  made  it  all  right  so 
far  as  the  alderman  and  myself  are  concerned. 
But  I  wish  to  have  a  chance  to  set  myself  right 
before  those  who  may  have  read  his  remarks, 
because  I  have  ever  been  an  advocate  of  econ- 
omy in  municipal  expenditures,  and  I  desire  to 
take  this  opportunity  to  set  myself  right  before 
the  members  of  the  government  and  others  who 
may  have  read  that  paper,  including  many  of 
my  constituents  The  alderman's  remarks  were 
as  follows: 

Aid.  lii'.uMWK.'H— I  put  the  order  into  this  Board  un- 
der the  date  yon  mention— in  April,  I  believe— and  asked 
tor  the   Street   Commissioners  to    estimate    the    cost  of 


widening  Emerson  street,  from  Broadway  to  K  street.  I 
cannot  see  for  the  life  of  me  why  they  referred  it  to  the 
committee  to  ascertain  the  cost  of  the  widening;  hut  they 
did  so,  and  the  committee  to  whom  the  order  was  referred 
went  over  there,  and  drove  down  to  the  Point  and  drove 
hack  again,  and  never  ascertained  for  one  moment  what 
the  cost  of  making  the  widening  would  he.  or  the  cost  of 
doing  the  work,  or  the  cost  uf  the  buildings  that  wouid 
have  to  be  removed.  I  cannot  understand  why  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets  should  have  any  objection  to"  the  Street 
Commissioners  ascertaining  the  cost.  But  it  seems  to  me 
they  did  have  a  jollification  at  the  Point,  and  drove  back 
again  to  the  hall,  and  never  asked  a  single  word  about 
the  cost  of  the  job.  >"ow  I  certainly  think  it  is  an  insult 
to  this  Board,  if  not  to  myself,  that  some  action  should 
not  have  been  taken  allowing  the  commissioners  to  take 
some  action,  which  the  order  contemplated. 

Commissioners  in  this  matter. 

Further  on  the  gentleman  says: 

Perhaps  a  little  explanation  is  needed  in  regard  to 
what  is  said.  I  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  I  did  not 
mean  that  anything  was  done  that  any  member  of  the 
City  Council  or  any  member  oi  this  Board  might  not  do 
honestly  and  at  uo  expense  to  the  city. 

The  print  is  so  fine  I  cannot  read  it ;  but  the 
gentleman  said  he  did  not  mean  to  give  the  im- 
pression that  the  gentleman  had  done  anything 
that  would  disgrace  the  members  of  the  city 
government.  "Well,  now,  Mr.  President,  the  or- 
der relating  to  the  widening  of  Emerson  street 
came  up  in  the  Committee  on  Streets  and  was 
referred  to  a  sub-committee,  not  to  estimate  the 
cost  of  the  widening,  but  to  look  into  the  mat- 
ter and  see  whether  or  not  it  was  advisable  to 
refer  the  matter  to  the  Street  Commissioners  to 
get  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  widening.  The 
sub-committee  was  called  by  the  chairman  to 
meet  at  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  The  hour 
was  appointed  as  one  that  would  be  the  most 
convenient  for  him,  as  he  desired  them  to  meet 
at  his  house,  and  to  meet  certain  gentlemen 
who,  I  believe,  are  members  of  the  City  Point 
Improvement  Association.  As  regards  the  jolli- 
fication they  indulged  in,  I  know  nothing  what- 
ever about  it.  During  the  meeting  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  the  names  of  the  sub-committee 
were  mentioned— Councilmen  Lauten.  Mahoney 
and  myself.  The  only  member  of  the  sub-com- 
mittee who  was  present  on  that  occasion  was 
Councilman  Lauten.  1  certainly  was  not  there, 
and  I  believe  that  Councilman  Mahoney  was 
not  there.  I  took  part  in  no  jollification  what- 
ever, and  I  never  had  a  jollification  at  City 
Point  in  my  life.  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of 
doing  that  kind  of  a  thing,  and  I  take  this  op- 
portunity to  correct  any  wrong  impression  con- 
veyed by  the  alderman.  I  think  that  the  only 
jollification  they  indulged  in  was  a  little  light 
supper  prepared  by  Mr.  Lauten  himself. 

Mr.  Lauten— Mi-.  President,  I  wish  to  say  one 
or  two  words  in  relation  to  this  matter.  The 
statement  of  the  gentleman,  so  far  as  he  is  con- 
cerned, is  correct.  I  don't  think  it  makes  much 
difference  what  the  alderman  said  about  the 
matter,  and,  as  to  the  jollification,  1  don't  think 
we  had  any.  I  think  the  only  nerson  in  South 
Boston  who  has  had  a  jollification  recently  is 
the  alderman  himself.  I  would  also  state  that 
Mr.  Sullivan  was  the  only  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets  present  besides  mvself,  and  he 
was  not  a  member  of  the  sub-committee. 

Mr.  C.  C.  Powers— Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  what 
I  will  call  a  question  of  privilege.  It  has  been 
several  moons  since  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of 
meeting  with  the  members  of  the  Common 
Council.  Since  I  have  been  well  enough  to 
read  I  have  looked  over  the  minutes  and  find 
that  the  clerk  and  reporter  have  constantly  re- 
corded me  as  absent,  and  that  without  an  excuse. 
I  have  seen  no  excuse  attached  to  the  record  of 
my  absence.  I  have  been  asked  by  members  in 
the  ante-room  what  I  have  been  doing  all  this 
time,  and  whether  I  have  been  loafing.  I  would 
say  I  have  not  been  absent  because  I  was  un- 
willing to  attend  committee  meetings  and  par- 
take of  a  small  lunch  with  the  city  representa- 
tives on  such  occasions,  and  not  because  I  was 
unwilling  to  do  my  duty  and  earn  my  small 
salary  and  assist  in  the  deliberations  of  this 
body.  I  have  been  absent  many  times  because 
I  have  been  seriously  ill,  except  very  recently, 
when  I  have  been  recovering  rapidly.  My  ill- 
ness has  necessitated  my  travelling  very  many 
miles  from  City  Hall,  but  I  have  returned  with 
30  pounds  avoirdupois  on  my  bones  more  than  I 
had  when  I  went  away.  I  hope  I  shall  hereafter 
be  able,  for  the  remainder  for  the  year,  to  attend 
to  my  duties  here  to  the  satisfaction  of  my  con- 
stituents and  the  members  of  the  Council. 
[Applause.] 
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SCHOOLS  AND  SCHOOLHOUSES. 

Papers  were  received  from  the  School  Com- 
mittee as  follows : 

1.  Request  for  the  erection  forthwith  of  a  suit- 
able school  building  for  grammar  and  primary 
schools  on  the  land  recently  purchased  for  that 
purpose  hi  South  Boston. 

2.  Request  that  for  the  temporary  relief  of  the 
pupils  now  without  schoolroom  accommodation 
in  the  Lincoln  and  Gaston  schools,  the  Hawes- 
place  Church  or  some  other  suitable  building 
be  leased  by  the  citv,  and  three  or  more  rooms 
fitted  up  as  soon  as  possible  for  school  purposes. 

Referred  to  Cofnniittee  on  Schools  and  School- 
houses,  together  with  a  report,  accompanying 
the  above,  of  the  committee  on  the  sixth  divi- 
sion in  regard  to  the  great  lack  of  school  accom- 
modations therein. 

Mr.  Leary — In  connection  with  that  commu- 
nication, I  desire  to  say  that  the  Committee  on 
Schools  and  Sclioolhouses  have  not  been  so 
derelict  in  tlieir  duty  as  they  have  been  painted. 
They  have  a  sub-committee  out  on  that  matter 
now.  In  fact,  the  first  communication  I  have 
heard  of  this  year  in  regard  to  that  matter  was 
at  the  last  meeting,  in  the  order  offered  by  Mr. 
McNary.  We  are  attending  to  it,  and  will  re- 
port in  the  near  future. 

3.  Order  surrendering  to  the  City  Council  a 
strip  of  land  four  feet  wide,  in  all  60  square  feet, 
in  the  rear  portions  of  the  lot  of  the  Phillips- 
street  Primary  Schoolhouse,  Roxbury. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Schools  and  School- 
houses. 

4.  Request  for  a  sidewalk  on  Columbia  street, 
from  the  Atherton  Schoolhouse  to  Washington 
street. 

Sent  up. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

1.  Notice  of  indefinite  postponement  of  the  or- 
der requesting  the  heads  of  departments,  where 
night  watchmen  are  employed,  to  pay  said 
watchmen  $3  per  day. 

The  question  was  on  placing  on  file. 

Mr.  Gomez— Mr.  President,  as  I  understand 
the  object  of  placing  this  paper  on  file,  it  is  to 
say  that  this  Council  has  no  authority  m  estab- 
lishing the  wages  of  men  under  the  superinten- 
dents of  the  various  departments.  When  this 
order  was  offered  it  was  probably  well  under- 
stood by  members  that  the  Council  itself  could 
not  establish  a  salary.  But  I  cannot  understand 
why  this  Council  has  not  authority  to  request  a 
head  of  a  department  to  do  so  and  so.  We  are 
not  fixing  the  salary  of  these  men  at  S3  a  day. 
We  are  simply  requesting  the  superintendent  to 
do  so  and  so,  and  presenting  them  with  an  ex- 
pression of  the  opinion  of  this  body.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  takes  this  matter  in  hand, 
and  does  not  send  it  to  any  superintendents ; 
but  returns  it  here  with  a  request  that  it  be 
placed  on  file  because  we  have  no  autuority  to 
raise  these  salaries.  AYe  do  not  say  that  those 
salaries  shall  be  raised.  We  request  the  gentle- 
men to  make  the  raise  if  they  can  possibly  do 
so.  I  do  not  see  why  this  order  should  be  smoth- 
ered in  committee,  and  halted  there,  and  not  be 
sent  on  to  do  its  duty,  f  understand  also  that 
this  matter  has  been  returned  to  us  because  an 
ornamental  adjunct  of  our  legal  system  in  Bos- 
ton, called  the  corporation  counsel,  has  seen  fit 
to  make  some  kind  of  a  decision:  an  adjunct 
that  makes  a  decision  very  convenient,  proba- 
bly, to  the  desires  of  some  people.  I  do  not 
think  that  this  gentleman  possesses  all  the 
legal  lore  in  Boston.  I  don't  know  that 
his  word,  or  his  authority,  or  his  state- 
ment, settles  the  matter.  Whenever  an  order  is 
offered  here  to  raise  the  pay  of  a  commissioner 
or  the  head  of  some  department,  we  run  it 
through  very  nicely ;  but— 

Mr.  Fowler— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
when  a  matter,  that  originated  in  one  branch, 
has  been  indefinitely  postponed  by  the  other 
body  and  notice  is  sent  to  the  branch  in  which 
the  order  originated,  there  is  no  question  before 
the  house  that  is  debatable.  That  is  the  end  of 
it.  The  placing  of  the  notice  on  file  is  a  mere 
matter  of  form  and  is  not  a  debatable  question. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  rule  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  13  in  speaking  on  the 
question  desires  to  give  some  reasons  why  the 
order  ought  not  to  have  been  indefinitely  post- 
poned, while  he  offers  no  objection  to  the  notice 
being  placed  on  file.  The  point  of  order  is  not 
well  taken.    Mr.  Gomez  of  Ward  13. 

Mr.  Gomez— Mr.  President,  I  happen  to  know 


for  a  fact  that  in  some  of  the  city  yards  there 
are  men  who  have  charge  of  two  to  four  horses 
in  the  daytime  and  receive  S3  a  day.  Now  I 
think  it  is  no  more  than  fair  that  men  who  have 
charge  of  100  to  150  horses  at  night  should  have 
S3  a  flay.  These  men  are  receiving  common 
laborers'  pay  when  they  have  to  act  the  part  of 
watchmen,  veterinary  surgeons,  keepers,  and 
everything  else.  They  have  no  holiday  any 
day  in  the  year— no  Sundays,  no  days  off.  For 
that  reason  I  think  that  this  order  ought  to 
have  been  appreciated,  and  instead  of  placing 
this  notice  on  file  I  should  move  its  reference 
back  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  whence  it  came. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  say  that  the 
gentleman  cannot  move  to  send  the  notice  back 
to  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  It  came  from  that 
branch. 

The  notice  was  placed  on  file.  On  motion  of 
Mr.  Sanger,  Nos.  2  to  12  inclusive  were  taken  up 
and  acted  on  together,  viz. : 

2.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  that  the 
above  order  ought  not  to  pass,  as  the  City  Coun- 
cil has  no  jurisdiction  in  the  matter. 

3.  Report  of  same  committee,  no  action  neces- 
sary on  the  report  of  the  inspector  of  buildings 
on  the  condition  of  the  old  Franklin  schoool- 
house. 

4.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  the  petition  of  Joshua  Merrill  and 
others  for  the  city  to  purchase  the  Roxbury 
Canal  land  and  add  to  it  the  Nursery  grounds, 
as  the  city  finances  would  not  warrant  the  pur- 
chase at  present. 

5.  Report  of  Committee  on  Ordinances,  no 
action  necessary  on  the  order  for  said  committee 
to  consider  and  report  what  changes,  if  any, 
should  be  made  in  Section  7  of  Chapter  36  of  the 
Revised  Ordinances  of  1885. 

6.  Report  of  same  committee,  no  further  ac- 
tion necessary  on  part  of  City  Council  on  the 
order  for  said  committee  to  report  necessary 
changes  in  Section  65,  Chapter  2S  of  the  Revised 
Ordinances  of  1SS4. 

7.  Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Buildings, 
no  further  action  necessary  on  the  part  of  the 
City  Council  on  the  order  for  a  lease  to  John 
Golding  of  the  chapel  on  Vine  street.  Ward  20. 

S.  Report  of  the  same  committee,  no  further 
action  necessary  at  present  on  the  request  of 
the  School  Committee  for  alterations  in  the 
Roxbury  High  Schoolhouse. 

9.  Report  of  same  committee,  no  action  neces- 
sary on  the  request  of  the  School  Committee  for 
water-closets  at  the  Comins  and  Phillips-street 
Sclioolhouses,  as  the  matter  has  been  attended 
to. 

10.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  leave  to 
withdraw  on  the  petition  of  Patrick  Morris  for 
compensation  for  damage  to  his  property  by  cut- 
ting down  a  tree  adjoining  his  premises. 

11.  Report  of  the  same  committee,  leave  to 
withdraw  on  petition  of  Flora  Robertson  for 
compensation  for  damages  to  her  estate  caused 
by  the  decayed  limb  of  a  tree. 

12.  Report  of  the  same  committee,  leave  to 
withdraw  on  petition  of  Thomas  McManus  to  be 
paid  for  damage  to  his  grass  by  water  from  the 
sewer  in  Carson  street. 

Reports  severally  accepted  in  concurrence. 

13.  Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Buildings, 
recommending  reference  to  the  Board  of  Police, 
for  favorable  action,  of  the  message  of  the 
mayor  transmitting  a  communication  from  the 
Bostonian  Society  asking  for  the  appointment 
of  a  night  watchman  at  the  old  State  House. 

Mr.  Whttmore  offered  as  a  substitute  for  the 
report  of  the  committee  an  order— That  the  su- 
perintendent of  public  buildings  be  and  he  here- 
by is  directed  to  employ  a  night  watchman,  to  be 
stationed  in  the  Old  State  House,  the  expense 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  public 
buildings. 

Mr.  Whttmore— Upon  reading  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  I  was  perfectly 
astonished  at  reading  this  report.  The  commit- 
tee reported  substantially  that  the  application 
ought  to  be  granted,  and  that  night  watchmen 
should  be  stationed  in  that  building,  and  then 
they  proceed  to  suggest  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Board  of  Police,  who  have  no  jurisdiction  what- 
ever over  it,  and  who  are  no  more  like- 
ly to  put  policemen  down  there  to  do 
night  watchmen's  duty  than  they  are  to 
put  one  in  your  house  or  mine.  It  is  a  perfect 
non  sequitur  after  the  favorable  report  upon  the 
application.  I  have  no  idea  why  it  should  have 
been  done  except  to  please  the  applicants.    But 
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I  say,  Mr.  President,  that  this  building  should 
be  watched,  because  the  city,  in  order  to  derive 
a  good  ceal  of  revenue  from  the  building,  has 
let  out  the  lower  portion  of  it  to  private  corpor- 
ations, and  the  result  is  that  the  messenger 
boys,  or  a  great  many  of  them,  are  on  duty  dur- 
ing the  night,  the  lower  doors  are  open  and  ac- 
cess is  given  to  the  entire  building,  More  than 
that,  the  tenants  on  the  Washington-street  side 
have  access  to  the  lower  entry,and  any  person  can 
get  in  there  and  go  up  stairs  and  do  any  amount 
of  damage  not  only  to  the  private  property  of 
the  Bostonian  Society,  but  also  to  the  public 
property,  namely,  to  the  halls  which  have  been 
restored  at  great  cost  and  are  kept  in  order  to 
the  great  delectation  of  the  public  both  among 
our  own  citizens  and  strangers.  The  expense  of 
a  night  watchman  will  be  small.  At  all  events 
the  city  of  Boston  has  a  large  amount  of  property 
there  which  cannot  be  replaced.  The  place  is 
particularlv  subject  to  attacks.  Within  my  own 
knowledge  during  the  past  three  years  the  place 
has  been  broken  into,  although  the  Bostonian 
Society  has  done  everything  it  can  to  protect  it. 
On  one  occasion  a  drunken  man  was  found  in 
there  in  the  morning  who  had  forced  his  way 
up  through  by  a  false  key.  or  by  some  other 
method,  and  had  been  smoking.  I  believe  his 
clothes  were  on  fire  or  showed  the  charred  re- 
mains of  fire,  showing  that  we  had  only  escaped 
having  a  conflagration  there,  There  have 
been  other  instances  where  people  have  got 
inside  and  have  got  upon  the  roof,  and  that 
within  a  few  months.  It  is  one  of  those 
buildings  for  which  night  watchmen  should  be 
provided,  and  the  only  way  to  do  that  is  for  the 
superintendent  of  public  buildings  to  appoint 
one.  The  idea  of  sending  it  up  to  the  Board  of 
Police  is  simply  dodging  the  question  to  no  pur- 
pose. I  hope  the  Council  will  coincide  with  me 
in  the  view  that  it  is  our  duty  to  protect  this 
public  property  by  employing  and  paying  the 
night  watchman,  and  that  we  should  authorize 
the  superintendent  of  public  buildings,  who  em- 
ploys night  watchmen  here  and  there,  to  pro- 
vide one  for  this  building.  The  only  suggestion 
in  connection  with  the  proposed  reference  to 
the  Board  of  Police  is  that  they  do  furnish  one 
or  two  policemen  to  serve  as  night  watchmen 
down  here  at  City  Hall.  If  they  do  it,  it  is  only 
because  of  an  old  tradition,  because  it  is  the 
duty  of  owners  of  property  to  hire  their  own 
watchmen.  I  hope  the  substitute  will  be 
adopted  as  being  the  proper  tiling  to  do  in  this 
case. 

Mr.  Frost— I  sympathize  most  heartily  ■with 
the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12.  After  so  much  money  has  been  spent  on  the 
Old  State  House  in  remodeling  it  and  bringing 
it  back  to  its  original  condition,  and  because 
there  are  so  many  valuable  relics  there,  I  should 
most  decidedly  sa,y  that  they  should  be  pro- 
tected. The  gentleman  made  the  remark  that 
the  expense  would  be  trifling.  I  should  like  to 
know  what  the  expense  would  be. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  should  suppose  it  will  be 
about  §2  a  day,  perhaps,  not  more. 

The  substitute  was  adopted  and  the  order  was 
passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Mr. 
Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

Sent  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fowler  it  was  voted  that 
Kos.  14  and  15  be  acted  on  together,  viz. : 

14.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  recom- 
mending reference  to  the  Committee  on  Health 
of  the  petition  of  Michael  McLaughlin,  to  be 
paid  for  time  lost  and  injuries  received  in  the 
building  used  for  the  reception  of  house  offal, 
the  Committee  on  Claims  believing  that  some 
compensation  should  be  allowed. 

15.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  recom- 
mending reference  to  the  directors  for  public 
institutions  of  the  petition  of  John  Cowdry,  for 
compensation  for  personal  injuries  received 
from  an  insane  person  at  the  City  Prison,  the 
Committee  on  Claims  believing  that  some  com- 
pensation should  be  awarded. 

Mr.  Lax>d— I  would  like  to  have  some  infor- 
mation as  to  the  nature  of  these  claims  and  why 
the  Committee  on  Claims  believe  that  some 
compensation  should  be  allow  ed. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  the  ac- 
ceptance and  reference  in  concurrence. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  to  know  if  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Claims  on  the  part  of 
the  Council  was  present  at  the  meeting  when 
the  committee  decided  that  some  compensa- 
tion ought  to  be  allowed? 


The  President— Mr.  Blume  of  Wai  d  11. 

Mr.  Blume— I  am  free  to  say  that  I  was  un- 
able to  be  present  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Committee  on  Claims  and  know  nothing  what- 
ever of  these  claims. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  presumed  that  would  be  the  ex- 
planation of  why  this  action  was  taken, 
and  I  presume  we  shall  not  be  able  to  get  any 
information. 

Mr.  O'Mealey— In  reference  to  No.  14,  as  it 
seems  that  members  of  the  Committee  on  Claims 
do  not  know  much  about  it,  I  would  state — I 
happening  to  be  somewhat  familiar  with  the 
facts — that  Mi'.  McLaughlin  simply  asks  to  be 
paid  for  time  lost  while  he  was  unable  to  work, 
he  having  been  injured  while  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duties  as  an  employee  of  the  city.  It  ap- 
pears that  there  was  a  floor  being  torn  up  at  the 
South  End ;  the  carpenter  was  away  for  a  while, 
the  board  covering  the  hole  got  loose,  and  this 
man,  in  doing  his  work,  accidentally  fell  into 
the  hole  and  broke  his  arm.  All  that  he  asks 
for  is  to  be  paid  for  the  time  lost  while  sick.  He 
has  had  to  pay  his  doctor's  bills,  etc.  I  think  it 
is  a  just  claim,  and  if  the  gentleman  in  the 
fourth  division  knew  the  facts,  I  think  he 
would  vote  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner. 

Nos.  14  and  15  were  accepted  and  said  refer- 
ences ordered  in  concurrence. 

16.  Amendment  to  order  No.  1  on  page  11,  City 
Doc.  96,  so  as  to  make  the  date  of  the  sale  of  the 
reservoir  lot  the  second  Monday  in  July,  1888, 
unless  previously  sold  to  or  taken  by  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

Sir.  Whitmore— I  intend  to  move  that  the 
Council  concur  in  the  amendment ;  but  in  so 
doing  I  wish  to  make  a  short  explanation  about 
the  position  in  which  we  are  left  by  this  action. 
I  have  consulted  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners about  the  matter,  and  think  it  can  be 
understood  that  if  this  order  passes  tonight  and 
is  approved  by  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  the  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners  will  undoubtedly  pro- 
ceed under  the  statute  to  lay  out  a  50-foot  street, 
and  make  their  return  of  the  cost  as  the  law 
requires ;  and  then  after  30  days,  if  the  Council 
do  not  object— and  they  certainly  have  no  reason 
to— it  will  become  a  definite  location.  But  I  do 
not  wish  to  have  it  thought  that  in  introducing 
and  favoring  this  motion  I  am  to  be  hood- 
winked at  all  by  any  members  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  as  to  the  danger  which  this  measure 
has  still  to  meet,  and  that  then  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  or  a  majority  of  them,  may  refuse  to 
pass  the  other  two  orders  in  regard  to  the 
grades,  which  were  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee. It  so  happens  that  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men have  tbe  sole  power  to  alter  grades.  The 
moral  responsibility  of  passing  those  orders  will 
rest  upon  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men who  vote  to  lay  out  the  street,  because  it 
will  be  the  height  of  absurdity  to  lay  out  a 
street  50  feet  wide  and  leave  the  street  at  its 
present  grade.  If  the  hill  is  not  to  be  cut  down 
tbe  widening  of  the  street  will  be  absurd  and 
the  expenditure  a  wicked  waste  of  the  public 
money.  This  Council  has  no  redress  in  the 
matter,  because  the  Board  have  full  power  in 
the  matter  of  altering  the  grade,  and  that  can- 
not be  properly  done  until  after  the  widening 
has  taken  place.  But  I  desire  to  have  it  under- 
stood that  the  majority  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men who  voted  to  have  the  street  widened 
are  bound  in  honor  to  go  on  and  rote  to 
change  the  grade,  which  cannot  be  very 
well  done  until  a  month  after  the  report 
of  the  Street  Commissioners  has  been  uuvde.  I 
have  seen  the  discussion  in  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, and  if  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  place 
this  scheme  as  an  addition  to  anybody  else's 
kite  I  wish  it  unstood  that  we,  in  accepting  the 
amendment,  understand  the  position  in  which 
it  is  then.  I  wish  it  understood  that  if  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  will  not  do  it,  there  are 
some  ways  in  which  the  disapproval  of  this 
branch  can  be  shown.  But  1  believe  the 
majority  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  will  vote  to 
change  the  grade,  because  that  is  an  essential 
part  of  the  plan,  and  the  orders  to  accomplish 
it  were  printed  in  the  same  report.  I  move, 
Mr.  President,  to  concur  with  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  in  the  amendment  made. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  am  certainly  better  pleased  at 
having  the  sale  take  place  in  the  month  of  July 
than  I  was  with  the  proposal  to  have  it  in  April, 
and  therefore  I  shall  be  in  favor  of  concurrence. 
But  I  wish  to  state  my  position  in  regard  to  these 
orders  as  a  whole.    They  cannot  be   properly 
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separated.  It  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  utter 
folly  to  widen  that  street— lip  which  no  loaded 
team  can  at  present  pass  at  the  present  grade — 
at  an  immense  expense  to  the  city  of  Boston 
without  cutting  down  the  grade.  Therefore  the 
two  things — the  widening  and  the  cutting  down 
of  the  grade— ought  to  go  together.  I  should 
he  opposed  to  selling  this  reservoir  lot  and 
allowing  the  amount  realized  therefrom  to  he 
squandered,  as  I  am  bound  to  believe  that  much 
of  the  taxpayers'  money  in  Boston  is  being 
squandered  toda> .  1  should  certainly  be  in 
favor  of  holding  that  land,  if  the  widening  and 
cutting  down  of  the  grade  are  both  not  to  be 
accomplished  together,  for  the  increase  in  the 
value  of  the  land  will  be  more  than  the  interest 
on  the  money  for  the  next  10  or  15  years.  We 
are  safe  in  holding  the  land,  and  we  only  pro- 
pose to  sell  it  for  the  sake  of  getting  money  to 
make  this  necessary  improvement,  and  the 
main  object  of  the  improvement  is  to  change 
the  grade,  because  the  street  is  now  wide  enough 
for  teams  as  well  as  foot  passengers  unless  the 
grade  he  cut  down. 

Mr.  Frost— I  sympathize  with  this  amend- 
ment to  postpone  the  sale  until  July.  I  read  the 
remarks  of  Aid.  Allen  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
who  gave  as  a  reason  for  the  amendment  that 
the  Legislature  would  not  have  sufficient  time 
to  act  upon  the  matter,  if  "we  sold  the  property 
in  April,  so  I  feel  that  it  is  best  to  accept  this 
amendment.  As  has  been  stated  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12,  we  certainly  desire  that  the 
grade  shall  be  changed,  as  well  as  the  street 
widened,  for,  as  he  has  stated,  unless  the  grade 
is  changed  the  widening  will  be  of  very  little 
importance.  Years  ago  I  used  to  be  on  Temple 
street  a  good  deal,  and  know  there  is  very  little 
teaming  done  on  that  street.  It  is;  as  you 
might  say,  almost  a  back  alley  today,  the  grade 
being  so  steep.  But  if  the  grade  is  changed  it 
will  become  a  thoroughfare.  I  should  hope  that 
that  will  be  done. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall  it  was  voted  that  de^ 
hate  be  now  closed. 

The  Council  concurred  in  the  amendment. 
Mr.  Whit  more  moved  to  reconsider:  lost. 

In  connection  with  the  foregoing  subject,  Mr. 
Whitmore,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 
offered  an  order— That  the  Joint  Special  Com- 
mittee on  the  Sale  of  the  Reservoir  Lot  be, 
and  it  hereby  is,  authorized  to  ascertain  and  re- 
port to  the  City  Council  at  what  price,  in  excess 
of  the  award  ot  the  Street  Commissioners,  the 
city  can  purchase  the  whole  of  any  lot.  a  portion 
of  which  is  taken  by  the  widening  of  Temple  or 
Mount  Vernon  streets,  between  Derne  and  Bea- 
con streets. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  merely  say  that  I 
nut  this  order  in  after  consulting  with  the 
Street  Commissioners,  because  they  can  take 
only  so  much  land  as  is  actually  required  for 
the  street.  It  appears  that  there  will  be  little 
pieces  of  these  Temple-street  lots  left  in  every 
case.  Most  of  the  owners  will  undoubtedly  pre- 
fer a  price  for  a  settlement  for  the  whole  estate, 
in  case  of  the  taking,  instead  of  holding  on  to  a 
little  jog  in  the  rear.  But  as  the  Street  Com- 
missioners, as  they  inform  me,  cannot  buy  or 
make  any  settlement  except  for  what  they  actu- 
ally want,  it  has  been  customary  in  other  cases 
to  empower  the  committee  to  confer  with  the 
owners  and  see  what  they  will  sell  the  whole 
lot,  or  half,  for,  and  then  if  we  see  fit  we  can 
authorize  the  mayor  or  the  corporation  counsel 
to  purchase  the  whole  Jot,  and  then  the  city 
will  own  the  whole  of  the  land.  It  is  undoubt- 
edly the  common  sense,  economical  way  of  do- 
ing. But  this  order  gives  no  power  except  to 
allow  the  committee  to  ascertain  and  report 
back  what  the  views  of  the  holders  of  the  land 
may  be.  It  is  a  perfectly  safe  order  to  pass,  and 
has  been  customary  in  other  cases. 

The  order  was  passed.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved 
to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

17.  Order  requesting  the  Board  of  Directors 
for  Public  Institutions  to  consider  the  expedi- 
ency of  removing  the  children  at  the  Marcella- 
street  Home  to  the  Austin  Farm,  and  of  using 
the  Marcel  la-street  Home  for  the  purposes  of  a 
lunatic  hospital. 

The  Clerk— No.  17  has  been  withdrawn  as 
not  being  properly  sent  here. 

18.  Order  for  the  preparation  and  publication 
of  a  memorial  volume  of  the  city  reception  to 
Charles  J.  Paine,  owner,  and  Edward  Burgess, 
designer,  of  the  yacht  Volunteer. 

Mr.  Leary— I  move  to   amend   by  inserting 


after  the  word  "Volunteer,"  the  words:  "And 
that  each  member  of  the  City  Council  be  al- 
low 10  copies  of  the  same." 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
not  insist  upon  the  amendment,  because  the 
Committee  on  Printing  has.  under  the  ordi 
nance,  power  to  fix  the  number  of  copies  and 
will,  without  the  slightest  doubt,  take  such 
measures  as  to  provide  for  what  the  gentleman 
desires  to  secure  by  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Leary — I  withdraw  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Carroll — I  wish  to  offer  an  amendment 
that  all  members  be  provided  with  copies  alike. 
My  object  in  doing  it  is  that  I  do  not  think  the 
Committee  on  Printing  should  have  three  or 
four  times  as  many  copies  as  the  other  members 
of  the  City  Council.  I  think  the  number  should 
be  equalized.  I  notice  that  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing  got  five  or  six  copies  and  that 
I  only  got  one. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  have  no  doubt  the  gentle- 
man has  some  grievance,  but  this  is  not  the 
proper  place  to  air  it.  If  the  ordinance  is  wrong 
I  think  he  had  better  s£>end  the  time  in  trying 
to  amend  the  ordinance. 

Mr.  Carroll  withdrew  the  amendment. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence  under  a 
suspension  ot  the  rule.  Mr.  Carroll  moved  to 
reconsider;  lost. 

Mr.  Whall— I  move  that  Nos.  19  and  20  be 
taken  up  and  acted  on  together.  I  do  not  offer 
that  motion  to  try  to  bunch  matters  and  get  one 
measure  through  on  the  strength  of  the  other. 
But  a  yea  and  nay  vote  must  be  taken  and  if 
any  explanations  are  needed  they  can  be  given 
upon  both  orders  at  the  same  time. 

It  was  voted  that  Nos.  19  and  20  be  acted  on  at 
the  same  time,  viz.: 

19.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  and 
order  for  a  transfer  of  $400  from  the  reserved 
fund  to  be  expended  in  removing  the  armory 
of  Company  B,  Ninth  Regiment,  to  Wait's  Hall, 
and  in  fitting  and  furnishing  the  same. 

20.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  and 
order  for  a  loan  of  $150,000  to  constitute  a  special 
appropriation  for  tht  extension  of  mains,  Co- 
chituate  water  works. 

The  two  reports  were  accepted. 

The  order  in  No.  19  was  ordered  to  a  second 
reading  and  Mr.  Whall  moved  to  suspend  the 
rule. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  to  make  some  in- 
quiry in  regard  to  this  order  for  the  extension 
of  the  water  works.  It  seems  to  me  Ave  are  ap- 
propriating large  sums  of  money  for  water 
works  without  understanding  what  we  are 
doing.  These  orders  come  in  about  this  time  of 
the  year  and  1  do  not  understand  why  they 
should  not  come  in  in  the  spring. 

Mr.  Whall— These  orders  for  a  loan  for  the 
extension  of  the  mains  of  the  Cochituate  water 
works  come  in  in  the  fall  every  year.  Gener- 
ally they  come  in  about  November  or  the  he- 
ginning  of  December.  This  year  the  order  is 
introduced  a  little  earlier  and  for  a  good  reason. 
As  regards  the  amount  of  the  order  I  have  only 
to  say  that  it  is  about  the  average  sum  that  we 
annually  appropriate  for  that  purpose.  The 
reason  the  order  is  introduced  earlier  this  year 
than  heretofore  is  this:  I  don't  think  I  can,  in 
my  own  language,  give  it  any  better  than  it  is 
stated  by  Colonel  Rockwell,  chairman  of  the 
Water  Board,  who  in  a  communication  ad- 
dressed to  me  says : 

"In  relation  to  the  application  for  .$150,000  for 
'extension  61  mains'  (reported  to  and  passed  by 
tlw  Board  of  Aldermen),  I  simply  note  for  your 
information  that  this  is  to  provide  for  the  regu- 
lar annual  expense  for  new  extensions  for  the 
year  1888.  We  ordinarily  ask  for  it  a  little  later 
in  the  year,  but  we  have  found  that  if  we  delay 
contracting  for  spring  delivery  of  iron  pipes  till 
January  the  foundries  are  more  apt  to  be  loaded 
up  with  contracts,  and  the  iron  costs  more.  We 
want  to  make  the  contract  now  for  deliveries  m 
April,  and  have  reason  to  expect  a  saving  of 
five  or  six  thousand  dollars." 

The  onlv  reason,  as  the  gentleman  may  have 
gathered  from  the  letter  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Water  Board,  for  appropriating  the  money  thus 
earlv  is  the  fact  that  they  wish  authority  to 
proceed  immediately  to  contract  for  their  pipes. 
and  therefore  g^t  them  at  a  lower  rate  than  if 
the  authority  had  come  later  on.  As  can  be 
gathered  from  this  communication  all  the  foun- 
dries are  crowded  and  loaded  with  contracts  in 
January,  and  of  course,  to  get  a  delivery  in  a 
short  time,    extra   money   must   be   paid.    To 
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avoid  paying  this  extra  money  we  propose  to 
give  authority  now  so  that  the  contract  may  be 
made.  Colonel  Rockwell  says  that  if  we  give 
the  authority  now,  so  that  a  contract  may  be 
made,  at  least  $5000  or  §6000  can  be  saved. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman 
one  more  question,  and  that  is  whether  all  the 
extensions  are  provided  for  by  loans,  and 
whether  or  not  any  part  of  them  are  being  paid 
for  out  of  the  revenue  from  the  department— if 
he  knows? 

Mr.  Wham — The  ordinary  appropriations  for 
the  extension  of  mains  are  provided  for  by 
loans.  The  loans  are,  I  believe,  redeemable 
from  the  income  of  the  water  works.  The 
amount  of  each  loan  does  not  enter  into  the 
tax  levy  of  the  city  of  Boston  at  all.  It  is  an 
automatic  arrangement  by  which  the  outgo  is 
made  up  from  the  income  from  the  same  de- 
partment. This  $130,000  does  not  enter  into  the 
tax  levy  at  all.  The  Water  Department  is  self- 
supporting. 

Order  No.  19  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  No.  20  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading, 
and  the  rule  was  suspended. 

Both  orders  were  passed  in  concurrence,  yeas 
58,  nays  0.  Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider; 
lost. 

PAVING    OF    GRANITE  STREET, 

Mr.  Gomez  offered  an  order— That  the  super- 
intendent of  streets  be  requested  to  proceed  at 
once  with  the  paving  of  Granite  street,  South 
Boston. 

Specially  assigned  to  9  P.  M.,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Gomez. 

Later  in  the  session  the  order  was  called  up  by 
Mr.  Gomez,  and  the  question  was  on  giving  it  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Gomez— Early  in  the  year  an  order  was 
passed  through  the  city  government  for  Granite 
street  to  be  paved.  The  money  is  there ;  the 
stone  has  been  procured  and  has  been  lying  on 
the  wharves  at  South  Boston;  everything  is 
ready  to  proceed  with  the  paving  of  this  street; 
the  superintendent  of  streets  was  about  to  fix 
portions  of  the  street  when  the  Sewer  Depart- 
ment came  in  and  laid  a  sewer,  which  held  the 
Street  Department  back.  Then  the  Sewer  De- 
partment was  about  to  cover  the  space  where  it 
had  laid  a  sewer  when  it  was  stopped  by  the 
Paving  Department  because  they  had  to  repave 
the  street  shortly.  Now  the  distance  where  the 
street  has  been  torn  up  by  the  Sewer  Depart- 
ment is  from  First  street  to  Mt.  Washington 
avenue,  the  entire  length  of  Granite  street. 
Upon  that  street  we  have  some  of  the  largest 
business  enterprises  in  Boston— the  Boston 
Wharf  Company!  that  does  an  immense  amount 
of  teaming ;  the  Standard  Sugar  Refinery,  Luce, 
Francis  &  Co.,  all  of  whom  do  some  of  the 
heaviet  teaming  in  Boston.  The  street  is  in  a 
horrible  condition,  and  unless  they  proceed  to 
lay  the  stone  at  once  they  will  not  be  able  to  do 
the  work  until  next  spring.  These  concerns 
find  considerable  fault  with  us  and  with  the 
Street  Department.  Some  bad  accidents  have 
been  caused  along  that  street,  and  petitions 
have  been  sent  to  the  city  government  claiming 
damages.  There  is  no  reason  why  the  street 
should  not  be  fixed,  and  the  sooner  it  is  done  the 
better.  The  paving  blocks  are  ready,  every- 
thing is  ready,  and  all  that  is  necessary  is  for 
the  Paving  Department  to  proceed  with  the 
work.  I  consider  the  delay  on  their  part  a  matter 
of  pure  neglect,  and  I  think  they  need  a  little 
spurring  up.  The  people  who  do  business  on 
that  street  are  crying  for  this  work  to  be  done, 
and  it  is  time  that  it  should  be  done.  I  have,  a 
plan  of  the  street  here  on  which  I  have  marked 
six  holes  that  are  anywhere  from  a  foot  to  a 
foot  and  a  half  in  depth.  Teams  break  down 
there  every  day.  and  the  first  thing  we  know  we 
will  be  flooded  with  petitions  for  damages;  we 
have  a  number  already.  Everything  is  ready 
for  the  work  and  the  only  thing  necessary  is  to 
push  it  ahead. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  direct  the 
clerk  to  send  the  paper  up. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  ask  whether,  under 
the  ruling  of  the  Chair,  that  paper  is  endorsed 
as  coming  from  the  Common  Council?  or 
whether  it  merely  goes  up  as  would  any  petition 
from  an  individual? 

The  President— It  will  be  endorsecLas  coming 
from  the  Common  Council  and  will  be  sent  to 
the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Can  that  be   done  without 


a  vote  of  the  Council?  The  reason  I.  raise  the 
question  is  this ;  I  intended  to  make  a  mi  >tion  to 
indefinitely  postpone  the  order  in  case  the  gen- 
tleman did  not  withdraw  it.  As  I  understand 
the  matter  we  have  no  control  or  power  over 
the  streets.  It  is  a  matter  purely  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  It  would 
be  a  lack  of  courtesy  to  that  Board  for  us  to 
pass,  as  an  action  of  the  Common  Council,  ^any- 
thing of  this  kind,  or  anything  in  regard  to  the 
matter  of  lamps,  which  has  been  brought  in 
here  and  ruled  out.  With  the  best  feeling  to- 
ward the  gentleman  in  the  object  he  desires  to 
accomplish,  but  I  understand  that  the  order  is 
put  in  here  to  enable  the  member  to  attract  the 
notice  of  the  department  to  some  deficiency  in 
the  district  that  he  knows  about.  That  is  all  I 
understand  he  cares  to  do,  and  having  done  it  I 
do  not  think  he  ought  to  ask  the  Council  to  put 
themselves  in  a  position  of  offering  an  affront 
to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  or  attempting  to  in- 
struct a  head  of  a  department.  Having  called 
the  attention  of  the  department  to  it,  I  think 
the  gentleman  should  withdraw  the  order.  I 
think  that  would  relieve  the  Council  of  some 
embarrassment.  Otherwise  I  should  move  to 
indefinitely  postpone  the  order. 
Mr,  Gomez  withdrew  the  order. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN— RE- 
SUMED. 

■     Police  Salaries- 

21.  Report  of  Committee  on  Ordinances,  that 
the  ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Re- 
vised Ordinances  of  1885,  so  as  to  make  the 
salary  of  the  superintendent  of  police  §3500,  is 
in  proper  form. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that  this 
same  matter  has  been  before  the  Council  once 
already  this  year,  that  it  was  finally  disposed  of. 
and  that  this  report  is  therefore  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Whall— With  the  permission  of  the 
Chair,  I  would  like  to  speak  upon  that  point  of 
order.  It  is  true  that  one  ordinance  embracing 
the  subject-matter  of  five  separate  reports  was 
acted  upon  finally  at  a  meeting  of  this  Council. 
If  that  same  ordinance,  embracing  the  same 
provisions,  were  here  again  before  us,  it  would 
be  clearly  the  duty  of  the  Chair  to  rule  it  out  of 
order,  as  having  been  already  acted  on  finally. 
But  this  is  only  one  part  of  that  ordinance,  and 
I  think  the  gentleman  will  see  himself  that  one 
fifth  is  not  identical  with  the  whole.  Therefore 
his  point  of  order  is  not  well  taken. 

Mr.  Ladd— If  I  may  be  allowed  by  the  Chair 
to  say  a  word,  I  would  say  this:  The  gentleman 
says  we  have  only  one  fifth  of  that  ordinance 
here.  Immediately  following  come  the  other 
four  fifths,  and  the  whole  thing  is  here  on  our 
calendar.  It  is  practically  attempting  to  do 
again  what  the  Council  has  once  settled,  and 
therefore  I  say  that  practically,  by  every  under- 
standing of  the  matter,  it  is  in  accordance  with 
common  sense  to  believe  that  this  is  an  attempt 
to  again  ask  the  Council  to  act  upon  a  matter 
that  it  has  already  finally  disposed  of.  That 
applies  as  truly  to  the  whole  matter  as  it  does 
to  the  passing  of  one  ordinance  and  then  an- 
other until  you  have  passed  all  five  of  the  ordi- 
nances, thereby  accomplishing  what  we  did 
not  want  to 'accomplish  a  short  time  ago.  1  hope 
the  Chair  will  take  that  view,  as  it  seems 
to  me  it  is  in  accordance  with  common  sense, 
as  I  hold  that  it  was  designed  when  this 
rule  was  made  that  when  a  legislative  body 
once  disposed  of  a  matter  in  session,  that  matter 
should  not  again  be  brought  up.  Now  this  is 
an  attempt  to  bring  up  that  same  matter  again, 
and  if  we  could  act  upon  it  in  this  way  it  might 
be  said  that  we  could  transpose  the  numerical 
order  in  which  these  orders  were  offered,  and 
take  up  22  and  21,  transposing  the  order,  and 
make  as  many  attempts  to  get  this  legislation 
through  as  those  orders  are  capable  of  mutation 
one  with  the  other,— that  is,  if  this  theory 
which  has  been  advanced  be  true.  I  say  that 
the  action  we  took  before  in  regard  to  the  whole 
matter  is  exactly  the  same  as  we  propose  to  take 
here  in  part,  in  this  matter  of  increasing  these 
salaries.  I  claim  that  this  whole  matter  was 
disposed  of  by  our  previous  action. 

Mr.  Whall— With  the  permission  of  the  Chair 
I  desire  to  say  further  that  the  gentleman  has 
no  right  to  consider  the  other  four  fifths.  I  will 
put  it  in  this  way.  This  is — to  get  away  from 
the  question  of  the  especial  merits  of  the  ordin- 
ance—purely a  question  of  parliamentary  law. 
Suppose,  the  ordinance  introduced,  instead  of 
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reading  in  this  way,  had  proposed  that  $250 
additional  a  year  should  be  paid  to  A,  B,  C,  D 
and  JE,  and  that  ordinance  was  defeated.  Clearly 
parliamentary  law  would  imply  that  that  same 
ordinance,  including'  those  rive  separate  indi- 
viduals in  one  and  the  same  ordinance,  should 
not  again  be  presented.  But  I  do  not  think  the 
gentleman  is  rash  enough  to  say  that  if  a  friend 
of  A*should  introduce  at  the  next  session  of  the 
Council  an  ordinance  that  the  salary  of  A  be 
increased  §250,  it  would  then  be  out  of  order. 
Introducing  it  then,  it  has  nothing  what- 
ever to  do  writh  the  other  tour  individuals, 
—it  is  a  separate  bill.  It  covers  only  one 
fifth  of  the  original  bill,  and  the  reason 
for  that  is  that  members  might  be 
perfectly  willing  to  give  one  or  the  other  of  A, 
B,  C,  D,  and  E  an  increase  in  salary,  or  a  stated 
salary,  but  not  the  whole  of  them.  That  is  the 
only  remedy  that  is  left.  If  B's  friend  at  a  sub- 
sequent meeting  saw  lit  to  bring  in  his  name,  it 
would  be  perfectly  proper.  C  might  wait  until 
the  third  meeting,  D  until  the  fourth,  and  E  un- 
til the  fifth,  but  still  they  would  be  practically 
doing  what  is  being  done  tonight.  Of  course 
the  only  parliamentary  way  which  was  open  to 
the  friends  of  this  measure  was  to  bring  before 
the  city  government  a  chance  to  select  one  or 
more  of  these  officers  for  an  increase  in  salary. 
Of  course  if  the  city  government  does  not  waut 
to  give  them  an  increase  of  salary  it  will  say  so 
by  its  vote  tonight.  This  is,  however,  in  perfect 
accordance  with  parliamentary  custom. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  raised  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  is  not  well  taken ; 
the  question  is  on  the  second  reading  of  the  or- 
der. 

Mr.  F.  Morison— As  one  of  the  members  of 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  I  desire  to  say 
that  I  shall  vote  against  this,  and  I  suppose  I 
ought  to  have  embodied  my  opposition  in  a  dis- 
senting report.  I  was  not  aware,  however,  that 
that  was  the  usual  method,  and  did  not  do 
so.  I  wish  to  state  now  that  if  I  had  made 
such  a  report  it  would  have  embodied  my  objec- 
tions to  the  matter,  and  that  I  would  then  have 
voted  against  this  ordinance.  I  do  not  wish  to 
go  on  record  as  being  in  favor  of  this. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time,  and  Mr. 
Whitmore  asked  for  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 
that  it  might  be  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Ladd— Before  the  rules  are  suspended,  I 
wish  to  say  I  trust  they  will  not  be  suspended, 
It  seems  to  me,  since  the  Chair  has  made  the 
ruling  that  this  matter,  having  been  acted  on 
previously,  can  be  acted  on  at  the  present  time, 
that  any  considerations  which  heretofore  have 
been  urged  against  all  increases  of  salaries  can 
be  urged  against  this.  The  fact,  of  course, 
will  be  shown  that  these  particular  sala- 
ries are  connected  with  others— that  is, 
that  others  in  the  department  are  paid  a 
larger  salary  proportionately  for  labor  done 
than  in  this  case,  and,  therefore,  that  these 
salaries  should  be  raised.  I  thnk  that  does  not 
follow,  because  the  fact  remains  that  these  sala- 
ries as  thevlstand  at  the  present  time  are  fully 
high  enough,  and  are  all  that  could  be  obtained 
by  the  occupants  of  those  positions  if  they  were 
in  any  other  employ,  and  is  all  that  their  ser- 
vices are  fairly  worth  to  the  city  of  Boston— a 
liberal  compensation.  Now  if  there  are  any 
other  salaries  in  this  department  in  excess  of 
these  salaries  proportionately,  I  say  that  the 
proper  course  for  the  city  of  Boston  to  pursue  is 
to  cut  down  those  salaries  that  are  too  high,  in- 
stead of  raising  those  that  are  already  high 
enough.  Of  course  this  is  the  same  old  argu- 
ment in  a  new  form,  but  Iliad  hoped  that  be- 
fore the  present  meeting  this  matter  had  been 
laid  at  rest,  and  that  we  shouldn't  this  year  be 
confronted  again  with  a  proposition  to  increase 
salaries,  when  it  is  well  known  that  we  need 
every  dollar  of  the  city's  money  for  legitimate 
purposes,  and  we  know  that  improvements 
which  are  urgently  needed  in  the  city  of  Boston 
today  cannot  be  made  on  account  of  the  lack  of 
funds.  The  most  urgent  improvements  are 
needed  in  the  heart  of  the  city  of  Boston.  We 
are  paying  for  the  development  of  our  outlying 
districts;  we  are  paying  enormous  sums,  and 
the  centre  of  the  city  of  Boston  is  being  ne- 
glected. We  cannot  widen  streets  in  the 
city  of  Boston  so  as  to  preserve  its  integrity 
and  keep  the  centre  of  the  city  where 
it  ought  naturally  to  be,  and  we  are 
likely  in  the  near  future  to  have  cer- 
tain  sections   of   the   city   of   Boston    become 


what  other  sections  have  become  in  the  past, 
merely  because  of  the  lack  of  funds  to  properly 
widen  streets  and  properly  cut  down  grades,  in 
order  to  bring  those  sections  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton into  proper  relations  with  the  growth  of  the 
city  and  with  its  normal  development.  Now  we 
need  every  dollar  of  money  we  can  posssbly 
raise  for  these  and  other  urgent  necessities,  and 
I  say  it  is  utter  folly;  for  us  to  undertake  to  give 
men  more  than  their  services  are  fairly  worth. 

Mr.  Whall— At  this  time  I  don't  intend  to  de- 
bate the  merits  of  the  question.  I  take  it,  and 
I  think  my  opinion  is  correct,  that  the  question 
before  the  house  is,  Shall  the  rules  be  suspend- 
ed? audit  is  to  that  question  that  I  propose  to 
address  rnyseif.  I  think  the  rule  should  be  sus- 
pended because  I  think  the  whole  matter  has 
been  ventilated  probably  as  no  other  matter 
that  has  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
Council  this  year  lias  been.  Every  one  of.  us  is 
conversant  with  the  facts,  and  I  know  that  we 
are  as  well  prepared  to  vote  for  the  final  passage 
of  the  order  tonight  as  we  will  be  seven  or  14 
days  hence.  But  I  will  pay  some  attention  to 
one  statement  made  by  the  gentleman,  because 
I  have  an  apprehension  that  that  statement  may 
have  an  influence  upon  the  minds  of  some  of 
the  members  in  voting  on  the  question  of  sus- 
pending the  rule.  I  agree  with  the  gentleman 
that  the  finances  of  the  city  today  are  not  in  the 
condition  that  the  best  wishers  of  the  city  of 
Boston  would  desire  to  see  them  in.  I  agree 
with  him,  sir,  that  all  our  departments,  and 
notably  the  Sewer  Department,  are  suffering 
greatly  from  a  lack  of  funds-  But  I  fail  to  see 
the  connection  between  the  condition  of  the.  de- 
partments and  the  suspension  of  the  rule  and  pas- 
sage of  this  ordinance  tonight.  If  we  suspend  the 
rule  and  pass  the  ordinance  tonight  we  don't 
disturb  a  single  appropriation,  and  the  Police 
Department  will  not  come  before  you  to  ask  for 
a  transfer  of  money,  for  a  very  simple  reason, 
that  in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  in  making  up 
their  estimates,  the  salaries  of  these  officers 
were  estimated  at  the  exact  amount  which  this 
ordinance  proposes  to  place  them  at.  I  have  here 
the  original  estimates  of  the  Police  Department, 
in  which  the  salary  of  the  superintendent  of  po- 
lice is  fixed  at  §3500.  the  deputy  superintendent 
at  $2S00,  the  clerk  at  $2000,  the  property  clerk  at 
$1800,  and  each  of  the  assistant  inspectors  $1200, 
the  ordinary  pay  of  a  three-year  policeman. 
So  the  city  government  of  Boston  has  simply 
placed  itself  in  this  position  that  it  has 
accepted  the  estimated  salaries  of  the  Police 
Board  as  made,  embracing  the  identical  figures 
incorporated  in  this  ordinance.  The  money  is 
in  the  treasury,  and  the  only  question  is  now, 
has  the  city  government  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton acquired,  since  the  date  of  the  Appropria- 
tion bill,  any  new  information  or  any  new  rea- 
son to  believe  that  they  have  appropriated  too 
much  money  for  these  officers?  I  fail  to  see 
that  they  have.  The  only  reason  why  these  or- 
dinances were  not  passed  at  the  time  when 
there  was  a  general  raise  in  the  whole  Police 
Department  coir  es  from  the  fact  that  through 
the  negligence  of  some  one— I  know  not  who  it 
was — they  were  allowed  to  slumber  in  the  Com- 
mittee on  Police  and  take  a  long  sleep  during 
vacation  time,  and  it  was  only  after  vacation 
that  they  saw  the  light  of  day  once  more.  I 
think  it  hardly  fair— and  I  mention  it  so  that  it 
may  have  some  influence  on  the  vote  to  sus- 
pend the  rule,  not  that  I  desire  to  debate 
the  main  question— that  after  these  officers  have 
suffered  through  the  negligence  of  somebody, 
not  getting  the  amount  of  money  we  appropri- 
ated lor  tneni,  the  mere  fact  of  their  having 
suffered  and  having  come  in  at  this  late  day 
should  be  used  as  an  argument  to  keep  them  out 
altogether.  I  do  not  propose  to  argue  the  main 
question,  and  I  have  not  attempted  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Sanger— Before  the  vote  is  taken  on  the 
question  of  the  suspension  of  the  rule,  I  desire 
to  make  a  statement  as  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  as  to  why  a  minority  re- 
port was  not  presented  here  unfavorable  to  this 
particular  increase.  It  has  been  a  matter  of 
some  personal  satisfaction  to  me  that  I  have 
missed  but  one  meeting  of  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  and  as  a  rule  lam  promptly  on  hand 
at  the  hour  of  the  session.  On  this  day  I  arrived 
at  five  minutes  past  the  hour,  and  supposing 
from  tbe^condition  of  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee that  they  were  about  to  begin  business,  I 
didn't  suppose  that  anything  had  been  done.  I 
afterwards  found  that  the  meeting  had   been 
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called  together  promptly— which  was  rather  un- 
usual—and that  the  ordinances  had  been  taken 
up  and  acted  upon.  For  that  reason  I  did  not 
present  a  minority  report,  as  I  should  otherwise 
have  done.  I  favored  the  increase  of  the  deputy 
superintendent  to  $2800,  and  also  reported  favor- 
ably on  the  increase  of  the  assistant  inspectors 
of  police  to  $1200.  as  I  believed  it  was  a  matter  of 
justice  as  they  ranked  as  patrolmen  to  have 
them  paid  as  patrolmen.  But  for  some  reason 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  of  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Wn.rd  12  and  the  gentleman  from 
"Ward  7  are  members,  reported  adversely  to  the 
ordinance  to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  Health 
Commissioners.  For  those  reasons  I  should  have 
presented  a  minority  report. 

Mr.  Ladd— What  I  say  I  wish  to  be  in  answer 
to  what  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  said,  and  I 
therefore  trust  it  will  be  to  the  question  before 
the  house.  He  said  the  appropriation  was  made 
in  contemplation  of  this  increase  of  salary,  with 
the  knowledge  and  consent  of  the  Police  Board. 
It  seem  very  peculiar  that  this  thing  should 
have  been  cut  and  dried  in  advance,  and  that  the 
Police  Board  long  before  the  appropriation  was 
made  should  have  known  what  the  increases  of 
salaries  were  to  be  throughout  the  year.  More 
than  that,  I  wish  to  say  that  it  is  not  a  proper 
way  to  argue,  and  that  it  is  a  fallacious  argu- 
ment to  undertake  to  say  that  because  this  ap- 
propriation has  been  made  and  this  money  has 
been  appropriated  to  the  Police  Department, 
that  therefore  we  are  in  duty  bound  to  raise  the 
salaries.  That  certainly  cannot  be  true,  because 
if  this  money  appropriated  is  not  spent  for  this 
purpose  it  will  remain  in  the  treasury  of  the  Po- 
lice Department  and  will  help  us  out  next  year, 
when  I  think  we  will  need  all  the  help  we  can 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  desire  to  answer  one  or  two 
points  raised.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  eminently 
proper  that  the  Police  Board  should  be  con- 
sulted in  regard  to  the  appropriation,  because 
they  have  the  same  power  we  have  in  fixing 
salaries.  In  regard  to  the  statement  of  my  col- 
league on  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  that  he 
would  have  submitted  a  minority  report,  I  think 
he  forgets  himself.  I  don't  see  under  the  rules 
that  he  had  any  chance  anyway  to  put  in  a 
minority  report.  The  committee,  as  I  under- 
stand it,  have  reported  that  the  ordinances 
were  right  in  form.  He  surely  would  not  put  in 
a  minority  report  saying  they  were  not  right  in 
form,  and  he  could  not,  on  the  other  hand,  put 
in  a  minority  report  that  the  ordinances 
ought  not  to  pass  so  long  as  the  ma- 
jority said  they  ought  to  pass.  I  think  if  he 
looks  at  the  rule  he  will  see  that  the 
reason  the  minority  did  not  make  a  report,  and 
the  reason  why  it  has  never  been  done  is  that 
under  the  rules  it  cannot  be  done.  He  had  a 
right  to  get  up  and  criticise  the  views  of  the 
committee  and  dissent  from  their  report  that 
the  ordinances  were  in  proper  form,  but  nothing 
beyond  that.  I  hope  the  rules  will  be  suspended, 
because  it  gives  us  a  chance  to  vote  on  the  mat- 
ter. Look  at  it  in  this  point  of  view.— is  $3500  a 
proper  sum  to  pay  the  superintendent  of  police? 
I  hope  the  members  will  consider  that  question 
without  any  prejudice  whatever.  I  remember 
when  the  Legislature  established  this  remark- 
able board  and  fixed  the  salaries  of  the  members 
at  $4000,  and  of  the  chairman  at  $4500.  Now 
with  all  due  respect  for  these  three  men— I  have 
already  this  evening  expressed  my  confidence 
in  them  personally— I  desire  to  say  that  at  the 
time  they  took  office  two  of  them,  at  least,  had 
no  such  acquaintance  with  the  duties  required 
as  would  have  justified  the  paying  of  $4000  per 
annum  to  each  of  thein.  As  regards  paying 
$3500  to  the  superintendent,  he  is  the  stilled 
head  and  chief  of  that  department,  a  man  who 
works  hard  and  understands  his  business,  and 
he  is  a  man  who  virtually,  for  months,  was  the 
Board  of  Police.  We  ought  to  look  the  ques- 
tion in  the  face  and  know  that  under  the 
Board  of  Police  the  superintendent  is  really  the 
head  of  lhe  office,  and  is  he  man  to  whom  the 
public  must  look  for  the  proper  maintenance  of 
the  Police  Department.  Without  an  efficient 
head  in  the  shape  of  the  superintenden  i,the  three 
members  of  the  board,  no  matter  how  intelligent 
they  might  be,  would  fail  to  keep  the  depart- 
ment in  any  state  of  efficiency.  I  might  say  that 
my  speech  applies  to  the  deputy  also.  Look  at  the 
facts  fairly  and  squarely,  and  say  if  the  chairman 
of  the  board  is  worth  $4500,  coming  into  the  board 
almost  entirely  ignorant  of  the  minutiae  of  the 


department,  is  not  $3500  a  fair  salary  to  pay  a 
man  upon  whose  shoulders  rests  the  real  respon- 
sibility of  the  workings  of  the  police  department 
of  the  city  of  Boston?  I  wish  to  Heaven  the  law 
was  such  that  we  paid  a  competent  man  $7500 
and  do  away  with  the  utterly  absurd  idea  of 
ruling  by  a  commission.  We  ought  to  have  a 
$7500  or  $10,000  man  at  the  head  of  the  police  de- 
partment of  the  city  of  Boston,  and  this  is  the 
way  to  get  efficiency  into  the  department.  I 
say  we  can  afford  to  pay  a  good  sum  to  a  man 
who  will  bring  up  the  tone  of  the  department 
and  its  efficiency.  I  look  at  it  in  that  light,  and 
I  think  $3500  is  a  moderate  sum  to  pay  for  a  com- 
petent superintendent.  We  have  the  money  and 
we  should  pay  it  to  him.  That  I  also  say  with 
regard  to  any  other  amendments  that  have  been 
presented  in  relation  to  the  salaries  of  others. 

Mr.  Lauten— I  agree  with  what  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  has  said,  but  I  wish  to  say 
to  the  member  of  the  Council  that  when  he 
talks  about  the  Board  of  Police,  that  when  he 
considers  the  duties  they  have  to  perform  in 
regard  to  issuing  2500  or  3000  licenses  a  year,  I 
think  he  will  agree  that  they  have  as  much  to 
do  as  any  other  commission  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton. 

The  rule  was  declared  suspended.  Mr.  Ladd 
doubted  the  vote,  and  on  his  motion  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  rule  was  suspended :  yeas  40,  nays  16 : 

Yeas — Atwood,  Barry,  Bowman,  Burr.  Cham- 
berlain, Connolly,  Coyle,  Davern.  Desmond, 
Dewey,  Dolan,  Duggan,  Fisher,  Foss,  Fottler. 
Fowler,  Gomez,  Haggerty,  Harrington,  Kelley, 
Kennedy,  Lauten,  Learv.  Malnmey,  McEnaney. 
McKenna,  McNary,  J.  Murphy,  J.  J.  Murphy, 
Norton,  Nunan,  Perry,  C.  C.  Powers,  Shaw, 
j.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Teevens.  Tracy, 
Whall,  Whitmore— 40. 

INays— Blume,  Carstensen,  Cochran,  Frost, 
Ladd,  Lattimore,  F.  Morison,  W.  H.  Murphy, 
O'Mealey,  Perkins,  Sanger.  E.  Sullivan,  Sund- 
berg,  Thaver,  Wrebster,  Wilson— 16. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Carroll,  Clark,  Coleman, 
Dunn,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Hayes,  Keli- 
her.  Light,  F.  R.  Morrison,  E.  J.  Powers.  Reilly. 
Richards,  Short,  Snow,  Tuttle— 16. 

The  ordinance  was  read  a  second  time  and 
put  upon  its  passage,  upon  which  Mr.  Ladd 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr  Sanger — Before  the  question  is  put  by  the 
Chair,  I  want  to  say  a  few  words  in  further  ex- 
planation of  my  previous  remarks.  My  effort 
was  to  be  brief,  for  the  merits  of  this  matter  are 
fully  understood,  and  it  is  my  purpose  always 
to  be  as  brief  as  possible  on  such  matters.  But 
I  would  suggest  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12,  in  reply  to  the  remarks  made  by  him,  that  it 
is  within  the  province  of  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances  to  pass  upon  the  merits  as  well  as 
upon  the  form  of  the  bill.  The  question  being 
put,  and  the  majority  preferring  to  pass  upon 
the  question  of  form  only — 

Mr.  Whall— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  gentleman  has  no  right  to  disclose  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a  committee  upon  the  floor  of  this 
chamber. 

Mr.  Sanger— Upon  that  point  I  should  like  to 
be  heard. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  move  that  the  gentleman 
have  ten  minutes  in  which  to  give  a  personal 
explanation. 

Mr.  Sanger— I  thank  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  22  for  his  effort  to  give  me  an  opportunity 
to  make  a  personal  explanation.  As  to  going 
into  the  proceedings  of  the  committee  I  do  not 
intend  to  do  it.  I  was  merely  explaining  that  it 
was  within  the  power  of  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances  to  go  into  the  merits  as  well  as  the 
form  of  the  ordinance.  I  desire  to  say  that  had 
I  chosen  I  could  have  made  a  minority  report, 
going  into  the  merits  of  the  question  as  well  as 
the  form.  I  would  say  that  there  is  no  gentle- 
man in  this  Council  who  would  be  more  anxious 
to  increase  the  salary  of  the  superintendent  of 
police  to  even  $5000  than  I  would  be,  were  it  not 
for  the  financial  condition  of  the  city,  and  par- 
ticularly were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  there  is 
such  a  strong  cry  in  this  chamber  that  whatever 
money  we  have  should  be  devotea  to  such 
work  as  sewers  and  paving,  which  involve  the 
employment  of  the  laboring  men  of  the  city. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  ordinance  was  passed  in  concurrence; 
yeas  39,  nays  17: 

Yeas— Atwood,  Barry,  Bowman.  Burr.  Cole- 
man, Connolly,  Coyle,  Davern,  Desmond,  Dewey, 
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Dolan.  Duggan,  Fisher,  Foss,  Fottler.  Fowler, 
Gomez,  Haggerty,  Harrington,  Kelley,  Ken- 
nedy, Lauten.  Leary,  Mahoney,  McEnaney,  Mc- 
Kenna.  J.  Murphy,  J.  J.  Murphy.  Norton.  Nunan, 
Perry,  C.  C.  Powers.  Shaw,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R. 
Sullivan.  Teevens,  Tracy,  Whall,  Whitmore— 39. 

Nays — Blurne,  Carstensen,  Cochran,  Frost, 
Ladd,  Lattimore.  McNary,  F.  Morison,  W.  H. 
Murphy,  O'Mealey,  Perkins,  Sanger,  E.  Sullivan, 
Sundberg,  Thayer,  Webster,  Wilson— 17. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Carroll,  Chamberlain, 
Clark,  Dunn.  J.  Gallagher.  P.  J.  Gallagher, 
Hayes,  Keiiher,  Light,  F.  R.  Morrison,  E.  J. 
Powers,  Reilly,  Richards,  Short,  Snow,  Turtle 
—16. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall  it  was  voted  that 
Nos.  22,  23  and  24  be  taken  up  together,  viz. : 

22.  Report  of  Committee  on  Ordinances,  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  an  ordinance  (new  draft) 
to  amend  Chapter  G  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1885,  so  as  to  make  the  salary  of  the  deputy 
superintendent  of  police  $2S00. 

23.  Report  of  Committee  on  Ordinances,  that 
the  ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Re- 
vised Ordinances  of  1885,  so  as  to  make  the  sal- 
ary of  the  clerk  to  the  superintendent  of  police 
$2000,  is  in  proper  form. 

24.  Report  of  Committee  on  Ordinances,  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  an  ordinance  (new  draft) 
to  amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1885,  so  as  to  make  the  •  alary  of  the  property 
clerk  in  the  Police  Department  §1800. 

The  several  reports  were  accepted  in  concur- 
rence, and  on  motion  of  Mr,  Whall  the  rule  was 
suspended  and  the  several  ordinances  were  read 
a  second  time  and  put  upon  their  passage. 

Mr.  McNary — When  1  get  through  speaking  I 
shall  ask  for  a  yea  and  nay  vote  upon  this  mat- 
ter; not  that  I  think  it  will  have  any  influence 
upon  the  passage  of  the  ordinances,  because  I 
believe  they  will  be  passed  tonight.  But  I  want 
to  say  just  this  much :  I  was  against  these  ordi- 
nances two  weeks  ago,  and  am  against  them  to- 
night. I  wish  to  make  this  statement  and  bring 
out.  upon  a  yea  and  nay  vote,  the  fact  that 
while  the  Democratic  members  of  the  Council 
have  been  accused  of  increasing  salaries,  there 
has  always  been  a  very  large  and  respectable 
Republican  contingent  in  favor  of  the  increase. 
That  was  the  case  two  weeks  ago.  I  call  for  a 
yea  and  nay  vote  because  I  wish  it  to  go  to  the 
press  and  be  understood  by  the  public 
that  the  Republican  members  of  the  Council 
and  the  Board  of  Aldermen  are  also  as 
much  to  blame  as  the  Democratic  members 
and  stand  on  the  same  looting  as  regards  the 
increases,  while  the  Democratic  members  have 
to  take  the  blame  for  them.  I  shall  move  that 
the  vote  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Whall— I  am  glad  that  the  yeas  and  nays 
have  been  called,  for  I  have  never  cast  a  vote  in 
this  Council  that  I  was  afraid  to  put  my  name 
above,  below  or  beside  it.  I  am  perfectly  will- 
ing that  not  only  my  constituents,  Dut  all  the 
citizens  of  Boston  and  of  this  State,  who  take 
an  interest  in  municipal  affairs,  shall  know  how 
I  vote.  I  never  voted  in  the  dark.  I  never 
voted  against  a  roll-call  in  my  life  unless  I 
knew  the  only  purpose  of  it  was  to  consume  time, 
and  that  there  was  such  a  preponderating  ma- 
jority on  one  side  that  it  would  only  satisfy  the 
clamorings  of  some  crank  if  the  roll  was  called. 
I  never  refused  to  have  a  roll-call  made  when 
it  was  desired  in  good  faith,  to  record  the  sen- 
timents of  members.  I  am  glad  that  the  call 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  has  been  made.  I  do  not 
apprehend  that  those  gentlemen  who  differ 
from  me  in  political  affairs  have  anything  to 
fear  for  doing  what  is  right.  I  think  that  every 
person  who  subscribes  his  name  to  a  vote  to  in- 
crease this  salary  tonight,  is  doing  what  is  just, 
decent  and  proper.  I  have  such  a  good  opinion 
of  the  good  sense  of  the  citizens  of  Boston,  that 
I  am  sure  our  action  tonight  will  not  go  to  our 
disgrace,  I  am  only  sorry  that  the  whole  Dem- 
ocratic majority  are  not  in  the  yea  and  nay 
column  tonight,  and  I  think  we  may  lose  some- 
thing by  their  not  being  there,  and  that  our  Re- 
publican brethren  will  gain  something  by  being 
there. 

Mr.  Dbwey-1  am  very  much  pleased  to  vote 
for  the  passage  of  these  several  ordinances,  be- 
cause I  think  the  standard  of  these  salaries  is 
right  and  just.  I  shall  also  be  glad  to  have  the 
vote  taken  by  yea  and  nay,  because  I  am  always 
willing  to  have  my  vote  recorded.  But  I  deny 
the  insinuation  of  the  gentleman   from   Ward 


15,  that  any  inference  can  be  drawn  from  these 
votes  as  to  our  previous  votes  upon  increases  of 
salaries  during  the  present  year.  I  vote  for  the 
amendment  to  these  special  ordinances.  To 
to  that  extent  the  roll-call  will  show  what  my 
vote  is.  But  this  roll-call  will  not  show  what 
my  vote  has  been  on  other  matters,  nor  will  it 
show  what  the  vote  of  any  other  member  of 
this  Council  has  been. 

Mr.  McNary,  Mr.  Ladd  and  Mr.  R.  Sullivan  ad- 
dressed the  chair. 

The  President— The  time  for  debate  has  ex- 
pired. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  ordinances  in  Nos.  22,  23  and  24  were 
passed  in  concurrence ;  yeas  42,  nays  14 : 

Yeas— Atwood,  Barry,  Bowman,  Burr,  Carroll, 
Coleman,  Connolly,  Coyle,  Davern,  Dewey,  Do- 
lan, Duggan,  Fisher,  Foss.  Fottler.  Fowler, 
Gomez,  Haggerty,  Harrington,  Kelley,  Ken- 
nedy, Lauten,  Leary,  Mahoney,  McEnaney,  Mc- 
Kenna,  J.  Murphy,  J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy, 
Norton,  Nunan,  Perry,  C.  C.  Powers,  E.  J.  Pow- 
ers, Shaw.  J.  H.  Sullivan.  R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg, 
Teevens.  Tracy,  Whall,  Whitmore — 42. 

Nays— Blume,  Carstensen,  Cochran,  Frost, 
Ladd,  Lattimore,  McNary,  F.  Morison.  Perkins, 
Sanger,  E.  Sullivan,  Thayer,  Webster,  Wilson— 
14. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Chamberlain,  Clark, 
Desmond,  Dunn,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.Gallagher, 
Hayes,  Keiiher,  Light.  F.  R.Morrison,  O'Mealey, 
Reilly,  Richards,  Short,  Snow,  Turtle— 16. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  was  so  unceremoniously  cut  oft' 
before  the  vote  was  taken  that  I  wish  to  speak 
now  a  word  in  reply  to  the  attack  made  upon 
the  Republican  members  of  this  Council,  and  I 
shall  say  it  in  a  very  few  words. 

The  President— The  gentleman  must  confie 
himseif  to  the  question  of  reconsideration. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  shall  confine  myself  to  the 
question  of  reconsideration  It  seems  to 
rne  that  the  motion  should  prevail  he- 
cause  the  Republican  members  of  this  body 
should  have  an  opportunity  to  place  themselves 
right  before  the  Council,  and  that  this  matter 
should  not  be  disposed  of  until  we  have  had  an 
opportunity  to  set  ourselves  right.  The  fact  is 
that  any  attempt  to  increase  salaries  has  in  it  a 
certain  element  of  popularity,  and  an  attempt 
to  prevent  an  increase  of  salary  has  in  it  a  cer- 
tain clement  of  unpopularity.  I  honor  the  con- 
tingent of  Republican  members  in  this  body 
who  have  stood  here  and  objected — 

Mr.  Gomez— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that  the 
gentleman  is  not  speaking  to  the  question  of  re- 
consideration. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  decide  the 
point  of  order  well  taken. 

Mr.  Whall— I  move  that  debate  be  now 
closed. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  believe  I  have  the  floor. 

The  President— The  time  for  debate  has  ex- 
pired. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  propose  to  confine  myself  to  the 
question  before  the  house. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  say  that  the 
point  of  order  raised  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  13  is  well  taken. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  propose  to  confine  myself  to  the 
question  before  the  house. 

The  President  — The  time  allowed  for  the 
gentleman  has  expired. 

Mr.  Ladd-  There  is  no  limitation  of  the  time 
allowed. 

The  President— The  question  is  upon  the  re- 
consideration ami- 
Mr.  Ladd— I  intend  to  confine  myself  to  that 
question. 

The  President—  As  many  members  as  are  in 
favor  of  reconsideration  will  answer  yes. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  move  to  assign  the  motion  to  re- 
consider to  the  next  meeting. 

The  President— Mr.  Ladd  moves  to  assign  the 
motion  to  reconsider— 

Mr.  Leary  and  Mr.  Whall  addressed  the 
Chair. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  claim  the  floor.  I  have  not 
yielded 

The  President— [Ran,  rap,  rap.] 

Mr.  Ladd— Mr.  President. 

The  President— The  question  is  upon  the  re- 
consideration. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  move  to  assign  the  reconsidera- 
tion to  the  next  meeting  at  8  o'clock,  and  upon 
that  I  claim  the  floor. 

Mr  Whall— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
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The  President— The  Chair  has  already  ruled 
that  the  time  allowed  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  10  for  debate  has  expired.  The  question  is 
upon  reconsideration. 

Mr.  Ladd— And  I  move  to  assign  the  reconsid- 
eration to  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Whall-I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  Some 
time  ago  I  made  a  motion  that  the  debate  be 
closed.  That  question  is  before  the  house,  and 
the  motion  to  assign  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

Mr.  Sanger— Mr.  President. 

The  President— Mr.  Sanger  of  Ward  11. 

Mr.  Ladd— 1  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  Does  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  11  rise  to  a  point  of  order? 
I  arose  to  a  point  of  order. 

Mr.  Sanger— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  It  is 
very  unfortunate  that  affairs  have  taken  the 
shape  they  are  in  now.  But  I  simply  wish  to 
suggest,  out  of  fairness  \o  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  10,  that  by  our  rules  30  minutes  are  al- 
lowed for  debate  on  motions  for  reconsideration, 
and  that  each  member  is  entitled  to  speak  five 
minutes.  lam  very  sorry  that  there  is  such  a 
condition  of  affairs.  I  think  the  gentleman 
should  have  five  minutes. 

Mr.  Ladd— Mr.  President. 

Mr.  Leart— Mr.  President. 

The  President— Mr.  Leary  of  Ward  13. 

Mr.  Leary— I  understand  the  question  before 
the  house  is  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  7.  When  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10 
was  speaking  the  gentleman  from  Ward  13 
raised  a  point  of  order  and  the  Chair  ruled  that 
it  was  well  taken,  and  yet  the  gentleman  has 
been  trying  to  keep  the  floor  ever  since.  I  say 
the  Council  should  not  sumbit  to  such  tactics. 
I  should  like  to  know  who  is  the  hoodlum  now. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

Tue  President— The  question  is,  shall  the 
debate  be  now  closed,    Mr.  Ladd  of  Ward  10. 

Mr.  Ladd— Of  course  if  I  do  not  concur  with 
the  Chair  in  regard  to  the  matter  before  the 
house  I  must  confine  myself  to  the  question  as 
the  Chair  has  decided  it.  I  trust  the  debate 
will  not  be  closed  until  opportunity  is  given  the 
Republican  members  to  answer  the  charges 
made  against  them.  We  have  been  charged  here 
with  doing  a  thing  which  is  contrary  to  the  duty 
of  the  City  Council— squandering  the  money  of 
he  taxpayers  of  Boston  when  there  is  no  call  for 
it.  Now  1  say  that  this  is  not  true  of  the  16  or  17 
Republican  members  who  have  persistently 
voted  against  extravagance  in  this  City  Coun- 
cil. When  the  vote  was  to  be  taken  on"  these 
three  orders  I  did  not  propose  to  offer  a  word  of 
objection.  I  consulted  with  my  friends  and  we 
decided  that  we  would  not  offer  any  opposition, 
as  the  vote  upon  the  first  order  was  decisive ; 
that  it  was  evident  what  the  wish  of  the  assem- 
bly was,  and  that  the  vote  need  not  be  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays.  Now  I  charge  upon  the  majority 
the  bringing  up  of  this  matter  as  a  mere  attempt 
at  buncombe — 

Mr.  Gomez— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
question  before  the  house  is  shall  the  debate  be 
now  closed.  I  think  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
10  in  making  charges  of  buncombe  is  not  speak- 
ing to  the  question  before  the  house.  I  don't 
think  that  is  the  question  before  the  house. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  not  well 
taken.    Mr.  Ladd  of  Ward  10. 

Mr.  Ladd  -I  thought  that  was  the  proper  and 
courteous  way  to  dispose  of  these  matters. 
When  the  first  ordinance  was  passed  I  think  the 
vote  should  have  been  taken  without  further 
attempting  to  humiliate  the  minority  in  this 
chamber,  the  men  who  allow  themselves  to  go 
before  the  public  as  opposing  increase  of  sala- 
ries, despite  the  unpopularity  that  attends  it. 
I  have  known  men  to  be  put  back  years  in  their 
political  careers  simply  because  they  were  in- 
clined to  work  in  favor  of  retrenchment,  and 
not  work  in  favor  of  outrageous  extravagance. 
in  conducting  the  city  government.  I  say  that 
the  minority  in  this  chamber  are  to  be  honored 
in  opposing  attempts  for  the  last  two  years  to 
increase  salaries.  That  is  the  way  I  answer  the 
charges.  We  have,  unfortunately,  a  few  Repub- 
licans who  have,  heretofore,  sometimes,  not  had 
the  manhood  to  stand  up  and  take  a  position 
that  is  unpopular.  Those  men  I  pity.  But  I 
respect  anil  honor  those  men  who  stand  up  to  be 
counted. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  10  has  anticipated  me  by 
taking  his  seat.  I  was  going  to  say  he  had  ex- 
ceeded his  time. 


Mr.  Ladd — I  had  five  minutes. 

Mr.  Whitmore — The  gentleman  is  wrong. 
The  rule  says  each  member  is  allowed  but  three 
minutes.  I  will  only  say  the  Council  will  hold 
the  majority  of  this  body  innocent  of  any  at- 
tempt to  suppress  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10. 
I  think  he  has  been  given  all  the  rope  requisite 
or  necessary  to  hang  himself.  I  do  not  think  it 
is  necessary  to  make  any  reply  to  him. 

Mr.  Ladd— Then  I  would  not. 

Mr.  Whitmore— And  I  don't  propose  to  do  it. 
On  the  contrary,  I  am  only  trying  to  use  up  my 
three  minutes. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  10  to  preserve  order. 

Mr.  Ladd— You  should  have  asked  it  of  others 
earlier. 

The  President— The  gentleman  from  Ward 
10  must  preserve  order. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  was  going  to  observe  that  I 
was  endeavoring  to  use  up  my  three  minutes  to 
prevent  the  floor  from  being  obtained  by  any 
other  heated  member. 

Mr.  Wilson— While  I  regret  exceedingly  the 
heated  character  of  the  debate  tonight,  it  seems 
to  me  it  becomes  a  member  of  the  Republican 
side  of  the  house  to  speak  a  word  in  fairness 
and  fair  play  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  15. 
It  does  not  seem  to  me  that  anything  he  said 
would  call  forth  the  remarks  made  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  10.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  15  expressly,  stated  as  I  understood  him. 
that  he  called  to  account  those  members  of 
the  Republican  party  who  voted  in  favor  of  this 
measure,  and  he  said  nothing  against  those  who 
voted  against  it.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  10 
seems  to  think  that  the  stalwart  minority  of  16 
were  taken  to  task.  It  does  not  seem  to  me 
that  that  is  the  case.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  15  was  most  laudatory  in  his  remarks  of 
the  stalwart  minority  of  16  votes.  I  do  not 
like  to  have  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  10  go  on  record  without  contradiction  from 
one  of  that  stalwart  minority  as  he  looks  upon 
the  matter.  I  do  not  believe  that  there  should 
be  all  this  temper  and  passion  upon  this  ques- 
tion of  raising  salaries.  It  seems  to  me  to  be 
very  improper.  I  do  not  accuse  any  gentleman 
of  voting  against  what  he  believes  to  be  right 
and  proper,  in  votiug  either  one  way  or  the 
other.  I  propose  to  vote  as  I  desire  to.  I  pro- 
pose to  see  that  every  other  gentleman  has  the 
same  right  accorded  to  him  that  I  claim  for  my- 
self. There  is  one  point,  however,  that  has 
heen  brought  out  in  the  debate,  that  is  a  little 
curious  to  me.  and  that  is  that  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  Police  Department  should  have 
been  made  at  the  commencement  of  the  year 
so  large  as  to  contemplate  the  increase  of  all 
the  salaries  which  has  been  made  during  the 
year.  I  venture  to  say  that  had  the  members 
of  the  City  Council  known  that  fact,  the  appro- 
priation would  have  been  cut  down  considera- 
bly. 

Mr.  McNary— Mr.  President. 

The  President— The  time  for  debate  has  ex- 
pired.    . 

It  -was  voted  to  close  debate. 

The  reconsideration  was  lost. 

Mr.  Frost  moved  to  adjourn ;  lost. 

Mr.  Fowler  and  Mr.  Ladd  addressed  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Ladd  was  recognized. 

Questions  of  Privilege. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege.  I 
have  been  aspersed  by  a  member  of  my  own 
party  on  this  floor  for  defending  myself  as  I  was 
attacked — 

The  President— [Rap,  rap,  rap.]  The  Chair 
will  ask  members  of  the  Council  to  take  their 
seats. 

Mr.  Ladd— As  the  party  I  belong  to  was  at- 
tacked I  felt  that  some  reply  was  due.  In  mak- 
ing that  reply  I  made  it  with  all  the  temperance 
and  candor  and  care  possible,  until  I  was  im- 
properly interrupted.  As  I  said,  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  matter  was  out  of  place  altogether. 
It  ought  not  to  have  happened  at  all.  But  wheu 
it  did  happen  I  was  obliged  to  defend  myself, 
and  that  I  arose  to  do.  Had  I  not  been  inter- 
rupted there  would  have  been  no  trouble  what- 
ever. I  do  not  feel  that  I  have  been  guilty  of 
any  disorder  in  this  chamber,  and  I  have  nothing 
to  regret,  nothing  to  take  back.  I  have  simply 
endeavored  to  maintain  my  position  with  the 
rights  and  privileges  that  belong  to  me  as  a 
member  of  this  body,  and  I  shall  continue  to 
the  best  of  my  ability  to  maintain  this  privilege 
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in  the  future  as  I  have  in  the  past.  If  1  have  not 
pleased  all  my  friends  I  shall  be  glad  to  have 
pleased  a  few. 

Mr.  McNary— [  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege, 
because  I  think  I  have  been  attacked  personally 
and  upon  false  grounds.  I  have  stood  here  and 
endured  it,  because  I  thought  my  position  was 
stated  very  well  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
9.  If  the  former  statesman  from  Ward  10  has 
listened  carefully  to  what  I  had  to  say  he 
would  have  seen  that  no  attack  was  made  upon 
him,  whatsoever,  or  the  minoritv  which  he 
claims  to  represent.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  was 
one  of  that  minority  myself,  and  I  am  not 
in  the  habit  of  getting  up  and  attacking  my- 
self. I  said  what  I  claim  to  be  a  fact,  that  a 
large  number  of  Republicans  have  voted  fer 
increases  of  salaries  through  the  year,  while 
the  Democrats  h^ve  got  all  the  blame. 
That  I  claim  to  be  a  fact.  I  question  no  man's 
reason  for  voting  for  this  tonight.  Every  man 
is  sufficiently  able  to  decide  for  himself,  in 
my  opinion,  and  what  might  be  a  good  reason  to 
one  man  to  another  man  might  not  seem  suffi- 
cient. While  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  and 
myself  do  not  agree  on  many  questions,  we  have 
come  into  agreement  tonight,  and  I  don't  know 
that  either  he  or  I  have  done  wrong  in  voting 
as  we  did.  The  gentleman  has  made  a  bitter 
attack  on  me  personally,  which,  when  he  comes 
to  read  it  over,  will,  I  think,  cause  him  to  re- 
flect. I  think  the  gentleman  has  been  guilty  of 
the  most  flagrant  and  outrageous  conduct  on 
the  floor  of  this  Council  chamber  tonight.  He 
says  he  is  not  ashamed  of  his  actions.  I  will 
tell  him  that  there  are  a  great  many  members 
who  are  ashamed  of  his  actions. 

Mr.  Ladd— Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order,  that  a  member  is  not  to  be  attacked  in 
this  way  on  this  floor. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  not  well 
taken.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  15  desires  to 
state  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  that  he 
has  made  some  mistakes  tonight  which  he 
claims  in  his  explanation  that  he  has  not  made. 

Mr.  McNary— I  am  sorry  that  I  am  arousing 
in  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  any  ill  feeling, 
but  I  am  going  to  free  myself  of  my  opinion  of 
what  has  happened  here  tonight,  and  if  the 
galled  jade  winces,  it  is  his  own  fault,  and  not 
mine.  I  say  the  gentleman  has  been  guilty  of 
the  most  flagrant  outrage  on  the  members  of 
the  Council,  and,  Mr.  President,  he  has  made 
an  aitack  on  a  brother  member  when  he  has  not 
had  sufficient  capacity  or  sufficient  knowledge 
to  know  what  the  gentleman  has  said. 

Mr.  Ladd— Mr.  President. 

Mr.  Leary— I  raise  the  point  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  15  has  no  right  to  interrupt  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  10,  as  he  thinks  he  has 
the  right  to  run  the  Council  and  do  as  he 
pleases.  He  thinks  he  can  do  as  he  likes  in  the 
Council  without  interruption. 

Mr.  McNary— I  am  willing  to  submit  to  what 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  has  said.  It  does 
not  make  any  difference  what  he  says  or  does, 
because  if  there  is  as  little  importance  attached 
outside  to  what  he  says  as  there  is  among  the 
members  of  this  Council,  it  will  not  have  the 
slightest  influence  with  any  one,  and  no  atten- 
tion will  be  paid  to  it.  I  would  not  get  up 
on  my  feet  to  speak  to  a  question  of  privilege  if 
the  gentleman  had  not  attempted  to  misrepre- 
sent what  I  really  ditl  say. 

The  President— The  Chair  desires  at  this 
time  to  make  a  statement.  I  probably  would 
not  say  anything  in  regard  to  the  matter  if  it 
were  not  for  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10,  who 
stated  that  he  had  said  nothing  he  desired  to 
take  back.  It  was  enough  for  me  to  see  the 
gentleman  call  across  the  floor  on  two  accasions 
from  his  seat,  which  is  not  a  proper  thing  for 
any  member  to  do.  If  there  is  any  gentleman 
whom  I  have  t>  ied  to  recognize  and  treat  with 
consideration,  and  to  whom  I  have  given  full 
latitude  since  I  became  president  of  this  Coun- 
cil, it  is  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10. 


Mr.  Ladd— I  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege.  If 
I  called  to  a  gentleman  across  the  floor,  I  am 
sorry  I  did  so  if  it  is  in  contravention  of  the  rules 
of  the  body,  but  it  has  often  been  done  pre- 
viously in  this  body  without  there  being  any 
ruling  of  the  Chair  to  the  contrary,  and  I  think 
I  am  right  in  saying  that  while  it  has  been  done 
manv  times  you  now  rebuke  me  as  if  it  were  a 
breach  of  rule  that  had  never  before  been  per- 
mitted in. the  Council  chamber.  I  wish  further 
to  say  that  probably  the  opinion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  15  of  myself  is  of  about  as  much 
importance  to  me  as  my  opinion  of  him  is  to 
him.    I  will  leave  the  matter  there. 

POLICE  SALARIES— RESUMED. 

25.  Report  of  Committee  on  Ordinances,  that 
the  ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Re- 
vised Ordinances  of  1885,  so  as  to  make  the  sala- 
ries of  the  assistant  inspectors  of  police  §1200 
each,  is  in  proper  form. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Webster  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  passage  of  the  ordinance,  which  were  or- 
dered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended, and  the  ordinance  was  passed  in  con- 
currence ;  yeas  51,  nays  7 : 

Yeas — Atwood,  Barr3r,  Blume,  Bowman.  Burr, 
Carroll,  Carstensen,  Cochran,  Coleman,  Connol- 
ly, Coyle,  Davern,  Dewey,  Dolan.  Duggan, 
Fisher,  Foss,  Fottler,  Fowler,  Gomez,  Haggerty, 
Harrington,  Kelley,  Kennedy,  Lauten,  Leary, 
Light,  Mahoney,  McEnaney.  McKenna,  J.  Mur- 
phy, J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Norton,  Nu- 
nan,  O'Mealey,  Perry,  C.  C.  Powers,  E.  J.  Pow- 
ers, Reilly,  Sanger,  Shaw,  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H. 
Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan.  Sundberg,  Teevens,  Tracy, 
Webster,  Whall,  AVhitmore— 51. 

Nays— Frost,  Ladd,  Lattimore,  F.  Morison, 
Perkins,  Thayer.  Wilson— 7. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Chamberlain,  Clark, 
Desmond,  Dunn,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher, 
Hayes,  Keliher,  McNary,  F.  R.  Morrison,  Rich- 
ards, Short.  Snow,  Turtle— 14. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

THE  NEXT  MEETING. 

Mr.  Fowler  asked  for  a  suspension  of  the 
rule  to  enable  him  to  offer  an  order— That  when 
the  Council  adjourns  this  evening  it  adjourns  to 
meet  again  Thursday  evening,  Oct  27,  1887,  at 
half-past  7  o'clock. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  hope  the  rule  will  not  be 
suspended,  nor  the  order  passed.  At  this  time 
of  fhe  year  I  think  it  is  our  duty  to  meet  week- 
ly, and  the  object  seems  to  be  to  make  a  change 
in  that  rule. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  was  declared 
lost.  Mr.  Fowler  doubted  the  voted.  The 
Council  was  divided,  22  in  favor,  33  against,  and 
the  motion  was  lost, 

Mr.  Frost  moved  to  adjourn.  Declared  lost. 
Mr.  Sanger  doubted  the  vote,  the  Council  was 
divided,  2G  in  favor.  31  against,  and  the  motion 
was  lost. 

SEWER  APPROPRIATION. 

Mr.  Whall  called  up  past  assignment  No.  27, 
and  on  his  motion  it  was  referred  to  the  Finance 
Committee,  viz.  r 

Mayor's  message  in  regard  to  a  larger  appro- 
priation for  the  Sewer  Department  (City  Doc. 
142). 

THE  PRIVILEGED  ORDER. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Murphy— I  offer  the  privileged  or- 
der : 

Ordered,  That  the  city  messenger  be  requested 
to  provide  a  lunch  in  the  ante-room  for  the 
members,  officers,  and  reporters,  the  expense  at- 
tending the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  contin- 
gent fund  of  the  Common  Council., 

Indefinitely  postponed,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Whall. 

Adjourned,  at  10.31,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McNary. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Monday.  Oct.  17, 1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
4  o'clock  P.M..  all  the  members  present, and  Aid. 
Donovan,  chairman,  presiding. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan  the  reading  of  the 
record  of  the  last  meeting  was  dispensed  with. 

HEARINGS    ON    ORDERS    OF   NOTICE. 

1.  On  petition  of  J.  N.  Fiske  for  license  to  erect 
and  use  a  stationary  engine  of  50-horse  power  at 
24  Doane  street. 

No  objection.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Steam  Engines. 

2.  On  proposed  taking  of  land  of  Neil  McNeil 
for  a  sewer  in  Dorchester. 

No  objection.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Sewers  (Aid.) 

Suburban  Street  Hailvjay  Company. 

3.  On  petition  of  Suburban  Street  Railway 
Companv  for  alteration  of  locations  of  their 
tracks  on  Beacon  and  Arlington  streets. 

The  Chairman — Does  anyone  object  to  the 
granting  of  the  petition? 

Mr.  Francis  C.  Welch  appeared  for  the  remon- 
strants, stating  that  he  represented  a  number  of 
citizens  residing  along  the  line  of  the  proposed 
change  of  location.  He  had  presented  to  one 
member  of  the  Board  a  remonstrance  contain- 
ing the  names  of  some  of  the  opponents  of  the 
change.  The  proposed  change  would  great- 
ly interfere  with  public  travel,  as  it 
would  leave  but  a  small  space  on  each 
side  of  the  track,  which  might  easily 
be  blocked  up  by  the  stopping  of  a  team 
or  carriage  near  the  sidewalk.  In  winter  the 
shovelling  of  snow  from  the  sidewalk  and  from 
the  Public  Garden  on  to  the  street,  together 
with  the  throwing  back  of  the  snow  from  the 
track  by  the  railroad  company,  would  seriously 
interfere  with,  and  at  times  would  have  a  ten- 
dency to  wholly  block,  public  travel. 

Aid.  C,  W.  Smith,  in  connection  with  the 
petition,  presented  the,  remonstrance  of  Mrs. 
George  Gardner  and  others  against  granting 
petition  of  Suburban  Street  Railway  Company 
for  change  of  location  of  tracks  in  Arlington 
and  Beacon  streets. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Railroads. 

Mr.  E.  D.  Sohier  appeared  for  certain  remon- 
strants, and  stated  that  he  had  heard  no  good 
reason  why  the  location  should  be  changed.  He 
considered  that  the  original  location,  requiring 
the  tracks  to  be  laid  three  feet  from  the  side- 
walk would  occasion  as  little  inconvenience  as 
any  plan  that  could  be  suggested,  and  for  that 
reason,  while  the  remonstrants  had  been  op- 
posed to  laying  any  railroad  tracks  in  Beacon 
street,  they  had  decided  to  submit  to  the  origi- 
nal plan  as  gracefully  as  possible.  But  the  pro- 
posed change  would  cause  such  serious  inter- 
ruption to  travel  at  certain  times  of  the  year 
that  the  remonstrants  considered  it  would  be 
most  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  pub- 
lic. On  Park  street  there  was  a  margin 
of  but  two  feet  proposed  between  the  rail 
and  the  sidewalk,  and  there  could  be  no 
question  as  to  the  ability  of  the  com- 
pany to  adhere  to  the  original  provision 
in  this  case.  He  understood  that  one  of  the 
reasons  alleged  for  the  change  was  that  the 
curve  around  the  street  corner  would  be  too 
sharp,  but  he  could  cite  a  number  of  instances, 
within  his  own  knowledge,  where  horsecars  in 
the  city  had  to  turn  a  sharper  curve,  and  if  he 
were  given  time  he  could  bring  engineers  to 
testify  to  the  fact.  In  regard  to  the  travel  along 
the  street,  he  had  counted  the  number  of  teams 
that  passed  by  on  the  evening  of  Oct.  16,  and 
found  that  there  were  over  100  per  minute. 

Mr.  H.  S.  Grew  also  opposed  the  petition,  on 
the  ground  that  if  the  change  asked  for  was  al- 
lowed, it  would  be  dangerous  to  the  public. 
The  street  is  at  the  present  time  so  crowded  with 
vehicles,  that  if  the  change  were  made  accidents 
would  be  unavoidable,  especially  at  the  corner 
of  Brimmer  street,  where  a  great  many  teams 
drive  in  and  out  of  Beacon  street,  [To  Aid.  Lee.] 


1  think  the  distance  from  the  corner  of  Brimmer 
street  to  the  nearest  rail  is  about  25  or  26  feet. 

Mr.  P.  C.  Brooks  said  that  he  concurred  en- 
tirely in  what  had  been  said  by  Mr.  Sohier. 

No  one  else  appeared  for  the  remonstrants. 

Henry  D.  Hyde,  Esq.,  appeared  for  the  peti- 
tioners and  reviewed  the  history  of  the  work 
that  had  been  done  in  laying  tracks  on  these 
streets  by  the  Suburban  and  West  End  Railroad 
companies.  He  considered  that  the  proposed 
change  would  benefit  the  citizens.  They  sim- 
ply proposed  to  move  the  track  out  seven  feet 
further  into  the  street — 10  feet  from  the  side- 
walk. According  to  the  original  location  the 
road  would  interfere  with  the  catch-basins 
along  the  line  of  the  street,  which  would  'be 
detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  Sewer  De- 
partment. The  question  had  been  raised  that 
that  work  has  been  done  there  before  the  per- 
mit was  granted.  He  had  understood  that  all 
work  was  stopped  until  a  permit  should  have 
been  granted.  Mr,  Whitney  had  been  off  on  a 
vacation  for  about  three  weeks.  He  had  after- 
wards heard  that  work  was  being  carried  on 
without  the  permit,  complaint  had  been  made, 
and  word  had  been  sent  to  stop  the  work.  The 
only  question  now  raised  was  whether  the  rail 
should  be  10  feet  from  the  sidewalk,  instead 
of  three  feet,  and  he  considered  that  it  would  be 
a  benefit  to  the  company  and  the  public  to  have 
the  change  made. 

Mr.  Morton,  assistant  superintendent  of 
streets,  was  called  by  Mr.  Hyde.  He  stated  that 
it  was  virtually  at  his  suggestion  that  the  pro- 
posed change  was  made,  as  he  considered  it 
would  be  better  for  the  street  to  have  the  rail 
laid  10  feet  from  the  curbstone  than  to  have  it 
practically  in  the  gutter.  [To  Mr.  Welch.]  I 
couldn't  say  whether  Boylston  street  is  more 
pitched  towards  the  Public  Garden  than  Beacon 
street.  [To  Aid.  Carroll.]  The  Street  Depart- 
ment has  not  given  any  authority  to  the  peti- 
tioners to  change  the  plan  of  the  original  loca- 
tion. He  thought  it  was  an  assumption  of  author- 
ity on  the  part  of  those  who  made  the  change. 
[To  Aid.  C.  W.  Smith.]  The  Street  Department 
did  not  know  that  the  track  was  being  laid  out- 
side of  the  location  granted.  It  was  not  a  duty 
of  the  Street  Department  to  know  whether 
they  complied  with  the  conditions  of  the 
location  or  not.  That  duty  belonged  to 
the  Police  Department.  [To  Aid.  Allen.] 
No  plans  were  furnished  to  the  police 
by  which  they  could  know  the  location 
of  the  track  in  the  street,  but  they  knew  the 
length  of  track  to  be  laid.  The  plan  was  al- 
ways filed  in  the  office  of  the  department  and 
could  be  referred  to  by  the  police  at  any  time 
they  desired.  He  knew  of  no  case  where  po- 
lice had  ever  made  such  reference.  [To  Aid. 
Carroll].  He  considered  that  the  police  ought 
to  have  reported  the  fact  of  this  company  so 
greatly  exceeding  their  permit — laying  500  feet 
of  track,  when  the  permit  allowed  them  to  lay 
180.  A  policeman,  however,  would  be  unable 
to  tell  the  course  that  the  track  would  take  in 
the  street. 

Mr.  Seth  Perkins,  superintendent  of  sewers, 
was  also  called  by  Mr.  Hyde.  He  considered 
that  the  laying  of  the  track  at  a  distance  of  10 
feet  from  the  sidewalk  would  be  better,  as  far 
as  the  Sewer  Department  was  concerned,  than 
to  have  it  a  distance  of  three  feet.  The 
original  plan  would  interfere  with  the  catch 
basins. 

Mr.  Arthur  L.  Plimpton  was  called  for  the  pe- 
titioners. He  had  of  late  been  working  on  the 
tracks  of  the  Metropolitan  railroad,  and  had 
assisted  Mr.  Doane  in  the  construction  of  track 
on  Beacon  street.  He  produced  a  plan  showing 
that  the  iron  frame  of  the  catch  basins  was  3  feet 

2  inches  from  the  curbstone,  and  that  the  stone 
coping  wras  at  a  distance  of  3  feet  11  inches.  He 
had  suggested  the  change.  [To  Mr.  Welch.] 
He  had  not  compared  his  plan  with  those  in  the 
Sewer  Department.  He  had  conversed  witb  a 
property  owner  along  the  line  of  the  track  on 
Arlington  street,  who  was  in  favor  of 
the  change;  didn't  know  the  name  of 
the  person.  To  have  the  manhole  in 
the  centre  of  the  street  come  between  the 
rails  would  do  no  harm,  as  such  a  state  of  affairs 
frequently  arose  without  trouble.  He  consid- 
ered that  the  change  would  be  desirable  in 
every  way.  He  didn't  know  how  many  car- 
riages went  through  the  street,  but  did  not  con- 
sider that  there  would  be  any  serious  public  in- 
convenience, 
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Aid.  Allen  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Thomas  Doane.  a  civil  engineer,  appeared 
for  the  petitioners.  He  had  had  charge  of  the 
construction  of  the  tracks  in  question,  and  was 
willing  to  assume  all  the  blame  for  constructing 
track  beyond  the  conditions  of  the  permit.  The 
officers  of  the  company  as  far  as  he  knew  were 
not  aware  of  the  work  being  done.  He  consid- 
ered, he  said,  in  answer  to  a  question  of 
Aid.  Carroll,  that  he  was  as  a  citizen  as  big  a 
man  as  any  member  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
He  was  willing  to  assume  any  responsibility  he 
had  incurred  in  acting  without  their  permis- 
sion. 

Mr.  Sohier  emphasized  the  statement  that  the 
proposed  change  would  be  against  the  wishes  of 
the  residents  along  the  line  of  the  railroad,  and 
that  the  company  had  exceeded  their  authority. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— One  of  the  speakers  here 
this  afternoon  has  stated  that  some  one  entered 
a  complaint  that  the  railroad  company  were 
laying  their  tracks  outside  the  granted  lo- 
cation. I  suppose  the  reference  was  to  me,  and 
I  will  state  to  the  Board  just  the  position 
I  have  taken  in  this  matter.  My  atten- 
tion was  called  on  Friday  to  the  fact 
that  the  railroad  corporation  was  laying 
its  tracks  outside  the  granted  location. 
On  Sunday  morning  I  came  clown  and  went 
round  that  way  to  see  if  what  had  b  en  stated 
was  a  fact,  and  I  found  that  it  was.  I  then 
called  at  the  office  of  the  superintendent  of 
streets  and  asked  the  officials  there  if  they  knew 
what  was  going  on  on  Beacon  street  in  regard  to 
the  laying  of  tracks,  and  they  said  they  did  not. 
I  told  them  that  tracks  were  being  laid  outside 
the  granted  location.  The  superintendent  said 
that  if  that  was  the  case,  he  didn't  consider  it 
was  any  of  his  business  to  interfere— that  after 
the  permit  had  left  his  office,  it  was  then  the 
duty  of  the  police  to  see  that  the  tracks  were 
laid  in  a  proper  place.  I  couldn't  agree  with 
him',  but  I  supposed  that  perhaps  he  knew  more 
about  it  than  I  did.  I  then  went  to  the  Po- 
lice Board,  and  they  said  it  was  'he  first 
time  they  ever  heard  that  it  was  their 
duty  to  see  that  tracks  were  laid  according  to 
locations  granted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
Now  if  there  is  no  one  to  look  after  work  of  that 
kind,  I  think  the  best  thing  for  the  Board  to  do 
would  be  to  establish  a  new  office.  "We  might 
be  able  to  find  a  sufficient  number  of  citizens 
willing  to  fill  such  a  new  position.  But  it  seems 
to  me  it  is  the  duty  of  the  superintendent  of 
streets  to  see  that  tracks  are  laid  according  to 
granted  locations.  I  didn't  ask  to  have  the  work 
stopped,  but  I  notice  that  the  work  has  been 
stopped,  and  I  suppose  by  somebody's  authority 
and  suggestion.  I  would  ask  Mr.  Hyde  if  he  can 
tell  us  by  whose  orders  or  recommendation  the 
work  was  stopped? 

Mr.  Hyde  stated  as  before  that  Mr.  Whitney 
had  been  away  on  a  vacation  and  came  into 
his  office  on  Saturday  morning  and  wanted  to 
know  if  he  knew  the  reason  why  the  work  was 
going  on  on  Beacon  street.  He  answered  that 
lie  did  not.  By  Mr.  Whitney's  order  the  work 
was  immediately  stopped.  Somebody  had  com- 
plained of  it,  and  word  had  been  sent  down. 

Aid.  O  W.  Smith— I  don't  know  but  that  the 
proposed  location  may  be  better  than  the  old 
one.  I  may  be  willing  to  vote  for  it.  when  it 
comes  to  a  vote,  but  it  seems  to  me  we  should 
put  our  feet  down  against  corporations  going 
ahead  on  work  of  this  kind  without  the  permis- 
sion of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  believe  in  granting  to  the 
railroad  companies  their  requests  to  a  reason- 
able extent,  because  for  two  years  1  have  voted 
in  their  favor,  believing  it  was  for  the  public 
interest  that  they  should  have  the  rights  they 
petition  for.  But  when  a  man  assumes  to  be  a 
bigger  man  than  this  Board  of  Aldermen,  no 
matter  what  his  name  is,  no  matter  where  he 
lives,  and  does  that  which  has  been  done  in  this 
case,  he  does  something  that  ought  to  receive 
from  the  Board  the  just  condemnation  it  de- 
serves. I  desire  to  express  myself  as  forcibly! as 
I  can  in  regard  to  the  action  of  that  one  individ- 
ual, because  I  cannot  believe  a  corporation  that 
represents  as  much  intelligence  as  the  West  hi  id 
Railroad  Company  apparently  does,  can  indorso 
the  action  of  any  such  man.  I  haven't  seen  the 
railroad  people  yet  and  heard  the  request  of 
the  petitioners  stated,  and  I  will  not  say 
what  my  vote  will  be  until  I  have  done 
so.  But  I  want  to  express  myself,  as  I 
have  said  before,  as  forcibly  as  possible  against 


the  action  of  a  man  who  has  done  as  this  par- 
ticular man  has,  who  has  today  expressed  him- 
self as  being  a  bigger  man,  as  a  citizen,  than 
members  of  this  Board,  who  have  the  right  to 
grant  locations.  By  his  action.it  seems  to  me, 
he  has  demonstrated  not  only  that  fact,  but  also 
that  he  will  remain  a  bigger  man  than  the  12 
men  in  this  Board. 

The  petition  was  recommitted  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Railroads. 

OVER- VALUATION. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston,         ) 
Executive  Department,  [ 
Oct.  17. 1887.  ) 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,— My  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  following  advertisement  in  the  Boston  daily 
papers  of  this  date : 

Important  to  Taxpayers.— We,  the  undersignsd,  citi- 
zens anil  merchants  of  Boston,  wilt  assemble  in  tie 
Merchants'  Association  rooms,  40  Bedfout  street,  on 
Tuesday  afternoon  next  Oct  18,  at  3  o'clock,  to  entei  a 
protest  a-ainst  the  outrageous  and  unwarrantable  in- 
crease of  30  tnfiO  percnt  in  the  valuation  of  business 
property  leased  or  owned  by  us.  which  has  been  assessed 
liy  ihe  ei'y  governmmr  for  ibis  year      see  <  our  tax  bills. 

Al  persons  i  ffect.e  In  this  gr'o>s  injustice  are  earnestly 
requested  to  be  piesent  at  ihe  meeting  and  niak*  them- 
selves heaid  at  City  Hall  i'n  such  a  inarm'  r  that  this 
sh-mi-fulabu      of  power  may  tie  lehuknl  and  corrected. 

Do  not  allow  any  previous  engagement  or  business  af- 
fairs to  interfere  with  a  nvtit>r\il  such  vit'-l  import- 
ance, for.  unle  s  this  action  >n  til"  pirt  of  the  ci'y 
officials  meets  with  the  prompt  condemnation  it  merits 
a  costly  rtiiu  mischie>  mis  precedent  will  be  established. 

Do  not  forget  the  place  or  the  hour:  Boston  Merchants' 
Association  rooms,  40  Bedford  street.  Tuesday  next 
(Oct.  18),  at.  3  o'clock  P.M. 

This  advertisement  is  signed  by  well-known 
business  firms,  and  it  appears  to  me  is  a  proper 
subject  for  investigation  by  the  City  Council. 

If,  as  stated,  the  Assessors'  Department  of  the 
city  has  made  "an  outrageous  and  unwarrant- 
able increase  of  30  to  50  per  cent  m  the  valuation 
of  business  property,''  and  if  this  assertion  is 
proved  to  be  a  fact,  it  would  warrant  a  change 
and  reorganization  of  that  department.  No 
such  statement  as  this  should  be  allowed  to 
stand  without  investigation.  The  Assessors' 
Department  include  gentlemen  of  large  and 
long  experience  in  that  department.  The  five 
principal  assessors  are  appointed  by  the  mayor, 
and  to  this  extent  only  are  they  municipal 
officers.  After  confirmation  by  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  they  take  an  oath  to  as- 
sess all  property  according  to  the  statute 
law,  at  its  true  market  value.  They  are  always 
rea  iy  to  give  a  hearing  to  all  parties  aggrieved, 
and  if  any  mistake  is  made  to  rectify  it.  They 
have  no  interest,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  but  to 
tax  property  equally  throughout  the  city,  and 
if  they  have  proved  unfaithful  to  their  oath  and 
trust,  as  is  al  eged,  it  appears  to  me  that  these 
charges  should  be  thoroughly  investigated. 
Respectfully  sit  inn  it  ted, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

The  Chair— What  is  the  pleasure  of  the 
Board? 

Aid.  Donovan— I  move  that  the  communica- 
tion be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Assessors' 
Department,  and  that  they  be  instructed  to  re- 
port two  weeks  from  today.  And  1  will  amend 
it,  if  necessary,  by  instructing  them  to  give  a 
public  hearing.  J'he  reason  I  do  it  is  because  of 
the  outrageous  advertisement  published  in  the 
Sunday  papers  of  yesterday.  A  stranger  read- 
ing those  papers  would  believe,  for  the  adver- 
tisement is  worded  in  such  a  way  as  to  leave  the 
inference  in  the  mind  of  the  general  public, that 
the  City  Council  are  to  blame  fortius  additional 
assessment,  if  such  is  the  fact.  You  will  re- 
member, Mr.  Chairman,  that  some  three  or  four 
years  ago  one  of  the  arguments  for  chang- 
ing the  method  of  appointing  the  assistant  as- 
sessors was  that  by  changing  the  law  and  hav- 
ing the  principal  assessors  appoint  these  officers, 
we  would  get  better  men.  The  Legislature 
came  in  and  took  Ihe  power  of  appointment  of 
assessors  from  the  City  Council,  and  placed  it 
in  the  hands  of  the  five  principal  assessors,  sub- 
ject to  confirmation  only  by  His  Honor  the 
Mayor.  Now,  sir.  if  there  has  been  this  out- 
rageous assessment,  which  this  advertisement 
says  has  taken  place,  the  responsibility  rests 
with  the  five  principal  assessors,  and  not  with 
either  branch  of  the  City  Council.  The  City 
Council  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the 
appointment  of  assessors  other   than    as    His 
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Honor  the  Mayor  has  stated  in  his  communica- 
tion, that  they  are  confirmed  by  this  Board. 
There  are  five  assessors  altogether,  one  year 
two  names  come  in,  the  next  year  two,  and  the 
next  vear  one.  That,  sir.  is  the  only  power  this 
Board  has,  viz.:  To  confirm  the  mayor's  ap- 
pointment of  the  five  principals;  and  then, 
under  the  law,  those  five  assessors  have 
the  appointment  of  the  36  first  assistant  asses- 
sors and  the  36  seconds.  If  any  responsibility 
rests  with  any  one  it  lies  wholly  with  the  Board 
ot  Assessors,  and  with  neither  branch  of  the 
government. 

Aid.  Carroll— In  rising  to  make  a  statement, 
I  desire  to  say  that  I  hope  the  alderman  will 
make  his  motion  so  that  there  will  be  a  public 
hearing.  I  understood  his  motion  was  that 
there  should  be  a  public  hearing  if  there  was  a 
necessity  for  it.  I  would  like  to  have  the  refer- 
ence so  that  the  committee  would  be  obliged  to 
give  a  public  hearing. 

Aid.  Donovan— I  will  make  it  in  that  way,  so 
that  the  committee  be  directed  to  give  a  public 
hearing  and  report  two  weeks  from  today. 

Aid.  Carroll— If  that  is  the  way  you  put  it.it 
suits  me. 

The  motion  to  refer,  with  instructions  to  give 
a  public  hearing  and  report  two  weeks  from  to- 
day, was  carried. 

Aid.  Donovan  in  the  chair. 

regimental  armory. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston,        ) 
Executive  Department,  > 
Oct.  17,  1887.  ) 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,— I  feel  it  my  duty  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  City  Council  to  the  diffi- 
culty of  providing  armories  for  our  volunteer 
militia. 

Four  companies,  ordered  out  of  Boylston  Mar- 
ket, are  now  occupying  temporary  quarters  at 
the  Winslow  skating  rink,  at  a  rental  of  S600  per 
month.  This  building  cannot  be  hired  after  the 
1st  of  November  except  on  a  long  lease,  and  at  a 
largely  increased  rental.  To  provide  suitable 
armories  for  them  is  found  to  be  a  difficult  mat- 
ter. 

Other  companies  of  infantry  are  occupying 
armories  that  fail  to  meet  with  the  appro- 
val of  the.  adjutant-general.  The  city  is  now 
under  a  large  annual  rental  for  armories,  and 
it  appears  to  me  that  a  large  sum  could  be  saved 
by  building  regimental  armories. 

This  matter  should  be  looked  into  by  the 
Committee  on  Armories,  and  the  State  au- 
thorities should  be  consulted  to  ascertain  if, 
by  some  united  action  on  the  part  of  the  State 
and  the  city,  these  regimental  armories 
could  be  built.  We  are  now  paying  about 
$31,000  per  year  for  armories.  The  State  allows 
us  only  S9700,  and  the  cost  to  the  city  is  likely  to 
increase  for  sonv-  years  to  come.  I  think  that 
the  prompt  consideration  of  this  question  is  im- 
portant. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Hugh  O'Brien, 

Mayor. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  move  to  refer  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Armories. 

Aid.  N  G.  Smith— That  subject  has  been  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Armories  for  two  years, 
who  have  made  an  earnest  effort  without  any 
apparent  success.  Last  year  after  the  report  of 
the  city  on  the  subject,  the  State  authorities 
took  it  up  and  formed  a  committee  to  report 
this  coming  year.  It  seems  to  me  that  in  the 
present  state  of  the  finances  of  the  city  it  is  en- 
tirely useless  to  refer  that  matter  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Armories.  I  do  not  know  what  they 
can  do  in  the  matter.  I  would  move  to  refer 
that  matter  to  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  ask 
him  for  instructions 

The  Chairman— The  question  is  upon  refer- 
ence to  the  Committee  on  Armories. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  declared  carried 
Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  doubted  the  vote  and  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  motion  was  carried ; 
yeas  9 ;  nays  2,  Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  and  McLaughlin 
voting  nay. 

precinct  offickrs. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the 
mayor  appointing,  subject  to  the  approval  and 
confirmation  of  this  Board,  sundry  precinct 
officers  to  fill  vacancies  caused  by  resignation 
and  ineligibility. 


Laid  over  for  one  week  and  ordered  printed. 
petitions  referrep. 

To  the  Committee  on  /Steam  Engines,  Etc. — 
John  Dodge,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
boiler  of  four-horse  power  for  heating  purposes 
at  LaGrange  street,  near  Centre  street,  West 
Roxbury. 

Boston  Heating  Co.,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use 
12  steam  boilers  of  100-horse  power  for  heating 
purposes  at  rear  of  462H172  Atlantic  avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on.  Electric  Wires— Kel- 
ley  &  Durkee,  for  removal  of  police  signal  box 
corner  of  Berkeley  and  Boylston  streets. 

Fire  Commissioners,  for  leave  to  relocate  a  fire 
alarm  pole  on  Howard  avenue,  Dorchester 

CharlestOKTn  Gas  Co.,  for  leave  to  erect  two 
poles,  one  on  Pleasant  street  and  one  on  Middle- 
sex street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims- -Mary  Noonan, 
for  compensation  for  damages  caused  by  falling 
on  ferryboat  Winthrop, .  owing  to  an  alleged 
defect  in  said  ferryboat. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses  —  James 
Powell,  for  leave  to  maintain  a  stand  for  black- 
ing boots  on  Beach  street  near  Harrison  avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds — R.  H.  Kemp,  for  leave  to  plant  five 
trees  on  Dale  street. 

George  Dodge,  for  leave  to  remove  a  tree  oppo- 
site 18  Harvard  street.  Dorchester. 

To  the  Committe  on  Police  (Ald.)—L.  F.  Mc- 
Kendry,  to  be  paid  for  the  loss  of  fowls  killed 
by  dogs. 

To  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department  (Aid.)— 
T.  D.  Monast,  for  a  license  to  keep  for  sale  oils 
or  fluids  composed  wholly  or  in  part  of  the  pro- 
ducts of  petroleum  (kerosene  oil  only)  at  74 
Shawmut  avenue,  first  floor. 

To  the  Committee  on  the  Department  .tor  the 
Inspection  of  Buildings  (Aid.)— -Mary  A.  P'rindle, 
to  excavate  a  cellar  in  proposed  building  on 
West  Springfield  street,  in  rear  of  764  Tremont 
street,  to  grade  9. 

Samuel  J.  Ellis,  for  leave  to  build  an  addition 
on  rear  Shelby  street,  near  Princeton  street. 
Ward  l. 

Ernest  C.  Marshall,  for  leave  to  project  a  drug- 

gist's  mortar  from  building  155  and  157  Bunker- 
till  street.  Charlestown  District. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health— Joanna  C.  Na- 
son,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden 
building  for  two  horses  on  Alpine  street,  rear  58 
St.  James  street,  Ward  21. 

Henry  T.  Bowers,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  pro- 
posed wooden  building  for  one  horse  on  Mt. 
Vernon  street,  corner  Dorchester  avenue,  Ward 
24 

James  Lyons,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  proposed 
wooden  building  for  one  horse  on  Granger, 
corner  Duncan  street,  Ward  24. 

Alfred  G.  Davis,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  proposed 
wooden  Building  for  three  horses  on  Newport 
street,  near  Harbor  View  street,  Ward  24. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers— James O'Connell 
and  others,  for  a  sewer  in  Melbourne  street 
Ward  24. 

S.  Rowland  Hart,  for  abatement  of  assessment 
for  drains  against  estates  on  Westminster  and 
Greenwich  streets. 

Christiana  M.  Ward,  for  abatement  ot  sewer 
assessment  against  her  estate  on  Brookfield 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps  —  Francis  W. 
Ryder  and  others,  for  public  lamps  on  Home- 
stead street. 

George  W.  Wiswell,  for  public  lamps  on  Dur- 
ham street,  near  the  foot  of  the  bridge  crossing 
the  Boston  &  Providence  railroad. 

Mary  Hyams  and  others,  for  public  lamps  on 
Sewell  place,  off  Tre.«nont  street. 

Crosby  Steam  Gage  and  Valve  CDmpany,  for 
public  lamps  on  Roland  street,  Charlestown. 

John  R.  Barry,  for  public  lamps  on  Bellevue 
Terrace,  Ward  24. 

George  S.  Jones  and  others,  for  public  lamps  on 
the  extreme  westerly  end  of  Auburn  square, 
Ward  4. 

A.  M.  Cain,  for  public  lamps  on  Roslin  street. 

Edwin  B.  Horn,  for  public  lamps  on  West 
Newton  street. 

E.  H.  Gilmore.  for  two  public  lamps  on  Honr 
stead  street,  Roxbury. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving— Petitions  for 
brick  sidewalks: 

Mary  Hayden.  801  and  S91ai>  East  Third  street 

Edward  Enslin,  1470  Tremont  street. 

Jane  Howard,  37,  39,  39V2  Colony  street. 
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William  Sullivan,  Monument  street,  Ward  3. 

Petitions  for  edgestones  and  brick  sidewalks : 

Charles  H.  Dolbeare,  427  East  Sixth  street. 

Henry  B.  Stratton,  47,  49,  51  Shirley  street. 

Frank  S.  Perry,  187  Paris  street. 

Richard  Powers,  256  Paris  street.  East  Boston. 

Samuel  Shuman  and  others,  for  edgestones  on 
corner  of  Seaver  street  and  Walnut  avenue, 
Ward  21. 

John  F.  Cronan  and  others,  to  pave  sidewalk 
on  Wigglesworth  street  and  place  same  in  con- 
dition for  public  travel. 

William  G.  Bell  &  Co.,  that  they  may  con- 
struct a  plank  walk  to  connect  their  warehouses 
and  the  cars. 

Margaret  C.  Haywood,  for  abatement  of  side- 
walk assessment  against  estate  5  High  street, 
Ward  24. 

O.  F.  Adams  and  others,  that  Hagar  street  be 
graded  and  edgestones  set. 

School  Committee,  for  a  sidewalk  on  Colum- 
bia street  from  the  Atherton  schoolhouse  to 
Washington  street. 

A.  D.  Bell,  for  leave  to  put  in  a  granite  block 
in  sidewalk  of  estate  69  Chambers  street. 

Batchelder  &  Lincoln,  for  leave  to  construct  a 
passageway  under  Leather  square  to  connect 
the  basements  of  94  Federal  street  and  Leather 
square. 

Henry  Goodwin,  for  leave  to  construct  an 
opening  in  the  sidewalk  at  13  Brattle  street  as  a 
substitute  for  the  one  already  existing,  to  be 
used  as  a  receptacle  for  ice. 

ORDER  OF  NOTICE  ON  PETITION. 

Upon  the  petition  of  the  Tremcnt  Electric 
Lighting  Company  for  leave  to  erect  and  use  a 
stationary  engine  of  GO-horse  power  to  be  pro- 
pelled by  steam  on  Congress  street,  corner  of  A 
street,  Ward  13,  an  order  of  notice  was  passed 
for  a  hearing  thereon  on  Monday,  Nov.  7,  at 
4  P.M. 

NAVY  YARD  SEWER  CONNECTION. 

The  Chairman  presented  the  following: 

U.  S.  Navy  Yard,  Boston,      ) 
Commandant's  Office,  Oct.  17,  1887. ) 
To  the  Honorable  Mayor  .and  Board  of  Alder- 
men of  the  city  of  Boston. 
Gentlemen,— The  commandant  of   the   navy 
yard,  Boston,  in  behalf   of   the  United  States 
government,  requests  that  authority  be  granted 
to  connect  the  sewerage  of  the  ropewalk  with 
the  Chelsea-street  sewer,  near  Medford  street, 
if  found  desirable. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  P.  McCann, 
Commodore  Commandant. 
Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  the  chairman 
offered  an  order— That  permission  be  and  here- 
by is  given  to  W.  P.  McCann,  commandant  of 
the  navy  yard,  Boston,  acting  in  behalf  of  the 
United  States  government,  to  connect  the  sewer- 
age of  the  ropewalk  in  said  navy  yard  with  the 
sewer  laid  in  Chelsea  street,  opposite  Medford 
street.Ward  3 ;  said  connection  to  be  made  under 
the   direction   and    to   the   satisfaction  of  the 
superintendent  of  sewers,  and  without  expense 
to  said  government  for  entering  said  sewer. 
Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

papers  from  the  common  council. 

4.  Request  of  School  Committee  that  the  City 
Council  be  requested  to  provide  a  sidewalk  on 
Columbia  street,  from  the  Atherton  schoolhouse 
to  Washington  street. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Allen,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving. 

5.  Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Special  Committee 
on  the  Sale  of  the  Reservoir  Lot  be,  and  it  here- 
by is,  authorized  to  ascertain  and  report  to  the 
City  Council  at  what  price,  in  excess  of  the 
award  of  the  Street  Commissioners,  the  city  can 
purchase  the  whole  of  any  lot,  a  portion  of  which 
is  taken  by  the  widening  of  Temple  or  Mt.  Ver- 
non street  between  Derne  and  Beacon  streets. 

Passed  in  concurrence. 

6.  Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  the 
Lamp  Department  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  re- 
quested to  cause  the  street  lamps  in  that  portion 
of  Ward  23  known  as  Roslindale  to  be  lighted 
with  gas  as  soon  as  practicable. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Lamps. 

7.  Ordered,  That  the  city  clerk  be  directed  to 
have  prepared,  electrotyped  and  printed,  a 
register  of  the  city  government  of  the  cities  of 
Roxbury  and  Charlestown,  and  that  hereafter 
such   record  shall  be  inserted  in   the    annual 


Municipal  Register,  the  expense  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  printing. 
Passed  m  concurrence. 

8.  An  ordinance  to  establish  the  salaries  of  the 
officers  and  assistants  of  the  House  of  Detention 
and  of  police  matrons : 

Section  1.  The  salaries  of  the  officers  and  as- 
sistants of  the  House  of  Detention  for  the  recep- 
tion and  confinement  of  woman  under  arrest 
are  hereby  established  at  the  following  annual 
rates  for  the  period  during  which  they  are  re- 
spectively employed:  Chief  matron,  $1000  per 
annum ;  assistant  chief  matron,  $800  per  annum  ; 
assistant  matrons.  §600  per  annum ;  stewardess, 
$480  per  annum ;  janitress,  $480  per  annum ;  door- 
man, $480  per  annum ;  drivers,  $720  per  annum. 

Sec.  2.  The  salaries  of  police  matrons  are  here- 
by established  at  the  following  annual  rates  for 
the  period  during  which  they  are  respectively 
employed :  Division  7,  $200  per  annum ;  Divi- 
sion 9,  $416  per  annum:  Division  10,  $416  per  an- 
num; Division  11,  $100  per  annum;  Division  12, 
$41G  per  annum ;  Division  13.  $100  per  annum ; 
Division  14,  $100"  per  annum ;  Division  15,  $416  per 
annum. 

Passed  in  concurrence  under  suspension  of 
Joint  Rule  2,  Section  7. 

9.  Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Buildings, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  message  of  the  mayor 
transmitting  a  communication  from  the  Bosto- 
nian  Society  asking  for  the  appointment  of  a 
night  watchman  at  the  Old  State  House,  having 
considered  the  subject,  respectfully  report  that 
in  their  opinion  it  is  a  matter  worthy  of  consid- 
eration, and  recommend  reference  of  the  same 
to  the  Board  of  Police  for  favorable  action  there- 
on. 

Accepted  in  Board  of  Aldermen.  Oct.  10,  1887. 
Sent  down  for  concurrence.  Comes  back  with 
the  following  endorsement: 

The  following  order  was  adopted  as  a  substi- 
tute for  the  above  report: 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  public 
buildings  be.  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  em- 
ploy a  night  watchman  to  be  stationed  at  the 
Old  State  House,  the  expense  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  public  buildings. 

Aid.  Allen— When  that  matter  was  before 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  a  short  time 
ago  they  looked  favorably  upon  having  a  night 
watchman  there,  but  it  was  understood  that  a 
man  could  be  detailed  from  the  Police  Depart- 
ment to  take  charge  of  the  building  in  the  same 
manner  that  officers  are  detailed  to  tike  charge 
of  this  building.  For  that  reason  the  committee 
recommended  the  reference  to  the  Board  of 
Police  so  that  they  might. detail  an  officer  to 
take  charge  of  the  building  at  night,  the  same 
as  is  done  in  this  building.  If  that  could  be 
done  there  would  be  no  necessity  for  creating 
this  office  to  be  paid  from  the  appropriation  for 
public  buildings,  which  would  amount  to  at 
least  $3  a  day,  or  a  thousand  dollars  a  year. 
That  was  the  reason  the  committee  reported  as 
they  did.    It  seems  to  me  we  had  better  try  that 

filan  first,  and  refer  it  to  the  Board  of  Police, 
f  they  should  come  to  us  and  say  they  cannot 
do  it,  then  would  be  time  enough  for  us  to  ask 
the  superintendent  of  public  buildings  to  em- 
ploy some  one  at  the  expense  of  bis  department. 
I  therefore  move  that  the  hoard  non-concur  and 
adhere  to  its  former  action. 

It  was  voted  to  non-concur  and  to  adhere  to 
the  former  action  of  the  board.    Sent  down. 

UNFINISHED    BUSINESS. 

Appointments  by  His  Honor  the  Mayor: 

10.  Precinct  officers  as  per  printed  list,  and  the 
Board  proceeded  to  ballot.  Committee — Aid. 
Lee,  Haynes. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Maguire  it  was  voted  that 
al  1  the  names  be  voted  for  at  the  same  time  on 
one  ballot. 

Eleven  ballots  were  cast,  yes  11,  and  the  ap- 
pointments wt're,  declared  confirmed. 

11.  Richard  Welch,  Jr.,  to  be  a  weigher  of 
coal. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  ballot.  Committee- 
Aid.  McLaughlin,  Bromwich 

Ten  ballots  were  cast,  yes  9,  no  l,  and  the  ap- 
pointment was  declared  confirmed. 

Widening  of  Beacon  Street. 

12.  Ordered,  That  the  Street  Commissioners 
be  requested  to  take  about  1160  square  feet  of 
land  on  the  north  side  of  Beacon  street,  for  the 
purpose  of  widening  that  part  of  Beacon  street 
to  a  line  as  shown  on  a  "plan  of  proposed  widen- 
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ing  of  Beacon  street  between  Treinont  and  Mt. 
Vernon  streets,"  drawn  by  Thomas  W.  Davis, 
city  surveyor,  being  a  part  of  lot  numbered  one 
on  said  man. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  have  been  informed  that 
the  Street  Commissioners  have  no  money  with 
which  to  purchase  this  land.  Consequently  it  is 
no  use  to  put  this  order  on  its  passage,  and  there- 
fore I  move  to  indefinitely  postpone  that  order. 

The  order  was  indefinitely  postponed.  Notice 
sent  down. 

REPORTS  OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Reports  were  received  from  the  superinten- 
dent of  streets  of  the  cost  of  laying  edgestones 
and  sidewalks  in  sundry  streets,  with  orders  for 
the  assessment  and  collection  of  the  proportion- 
ate parts  thereof. 

The  orders  were  passed  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule. 

Aid.  Lee  presented  reports  from  the  superin- 
tendent of  sewers  of  the  cost  of  sundry  sewers, 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Sewers. 

TRIMMING  AND  REMOVAL   OF  TREES. 

"The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston. 
Deft.  Common  and  Public  Grounds, 
Oct.  17,  1887. 
To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Gentlemen,— In  submitting  reports  in  regard 
to  the  trimming  and  removal  of  trees,  I  desire 
to  inform  you  that  the  small  appropriation 
made  by  the  city  government  for  the  care  of 
street  trees  is  now  exhausted.  Therefore  all 
future  demands  made  this  year  upon  the  de- 
partment for  tree  work  must  necessarily  be 
omitted  or  paid  for  by  the  petitioners.  The  reg- 
ular appropriation  is  too  limited  to  allow  of  any 
drafts  upon  it  in  this  direction. 

In  the  meantime  it  will  be  my  duty  and  pleas- 
ure to  render  such  aid  as  may  be  required  for 
the  proper  direction  of  the  work. 

I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  Doogue,  Superintendent. 

Placed  on  file. 

Accompanying  the  above  were  the  following 
petitions  with  the  report  of  the  superintendent 
thereon,  recommending  that  the  petitioners 
have  leave  to  remove  or  trim  the  trees  at  their 
own  expense,  as  follows: 

J.  Murray  Howe  and  others,  for  the  removal 
of  a  tree  in  front  of  estate  19  Union  Park. 

School  Committee,  for  the  removal  of  two 
trees  in  front  of  the  Dillaway  schoolhouse. 

Jesse  Holhrook,  that  the  trees  in  front  of  his 
house,  692  Tremont  street,  be  trimmed. 

J.  C.  Storey,  that  the  trees  in  front  of  556  to  560 
Broadway,  South  Boston,  be  trimmed. 

Stoughton-street  Baptist  Church,  for  the  re- 
moval of  a  dead  tree  in  front  of  said  church  on 
Sumner  street,  Dorchester. 

Mrs.  O.  W.  Rumery  and  others,  that  the  trees 
in  front  of  estates  778,  780.  782,  and  790  Fourth 
street,  South  Boston,  be  properly  trimmed. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon (Aid.) 

NEW  CAMBRIDGE  BRIDGE. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  called  up  his  motion  to  re- 
consider the  order  to  borrow  $250,000  for  the 
city's  share  of  the  expense  of  building  the  new 
bridge  to  Cambridge. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  of- 
fered this  motion  to  reconsider,  not  that  I  desire 
to  obstruct  legislation,  nor  because  I  hardly 
dared  hope  to  change  the  minds  of  the  gentle- 
men of  the  Board ;  but  in  order  to  strip  this 
thing  of  its  hypocrisy  and  expose  it  to  the  light 
of  day.  And  again,  I  desire  to  call  it  up  in  self- 
defence.  I  have  been  charged  first  with  being 
a  friend  of  this  measure,  and  afterwards  taking 
a  position  hostile  to  it.  That  is  correct,  Mr. 
Chairman.  I  was  friendly  to  this  measure  as 
long  as  I  believed  it  to  be  for  the  public  interest. 
I  opposed  it  when  I  became  convinced  that  it 
was  a  scheme  of  speculators  to  rob  the  city  of 
its  money.  A  year  ago  I  was  appointed  chair- 
man of  a  committee  to  report  on  the  subject  of 
the  new  Cambridge  bridge.  The  committee  was 
called  together,  a  report  was  made  recommend- 
ing that  the  city  of  Boston  borrow  money  to  pay 
half  the  cost  of  the  bridge,  amounting  to  $250,- 
000,  and  recommending  also  that  orders  be 
passed  authorizing  the  city  engineer,  under  the 
direction  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  build  the 
bridge.    That  was  a  report  of  a  majority  of  the 


committee.  To  my  surprise,  Aid.  Freeman,  who 
represented  that  particular  district  of  the  city 
which  the  bridge  touched,  not  only  opposed  it, 
but  made  a  minority  report  against  it.  He 
stated  to  me  that  in  doing  so  he  consulted  the 
interests  of  his  constituents.  At  that  time  I 
thought  he  was  wrong.  I  am  now  satisfied 
that  he  was  wiser  than  we  were.  Both 
those  reports  passed  this  Board  by  a  unani- 
mous vote,  and  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance.  The  Committee  on 
Finance  was  composed  of  three  Republi- 
cans and  three  Democrats,  so  that  politics  had 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  action  of  that 
committee  upon  the  measure.  The  order  laid 
there  in  the  committee  quietly ;  it  was  taken  up 
gently  and  treated  kindly,  and  was  spoken  of  a 
number  of  times  during  the  year.  But  there 
was  a  feeling  in  the  committee  that  charity 
should  begin  at  home,  and  that  Boston  and  its 
people  should  be  helped  and  provided  for  first, 
and  then  we  would  help  our  neighbors.  There 
were  men  on  that  committee  as  intimate  with 
the  business  interests  of  the  city  as  any  that  can 
be  found  within  the  limits  of  the  city.  Aid. 
Allen  and  Hart  both  represented  lhat  portion  of 
the  city,  and  if  it  had  been  desirable  that  that 
bridge  should  be  built,  they  would  probably 
have  been  interviewed  by  their  constituents, 
and  by  the  business  men  with  whom  they  were 
acquainted.  Neither  of  those  men  were  hostile 
to  the  committee;  nor  was  there  any  hostility 
to  it ;  we  were  all  friendly  to  it.  We  took  it  up 
toward  the  end  of  the  year  and  gently  tucked  it 
away  in  a  pigeon  hole  to  sleep,  and  when  we 
had  nearly  finished  our  term  of  seivice  we  rec- 
ommended that  the  money  be  borrowed,  if  pos- 
sible, outside  of  the  borrowing  limit,  with  which 
to  build  that  bridge.  That  is  stated  just  to  snow 
you  how  the  matter  stood  before  the  city  gov- 
ernment at  that  time  in  regard  to  the  bridge. 
There  was  no  hostility  to  it.  There  was  no  warm 
friendship  for  it.  During  the  period  that  the 
order  lay  in  the  committee,  I  and  probably  other 
members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  were  approached  by 
people  who  had  an  interest  in  the  bridge.  But, 
sir,  I  am  constrained  to  say  that  not  a  single 
public-spirited  citizen  ever  approached  me  on 
the  side  of  the  bridge,-  -I  mean  any  citizen  of 
Boston.  I  believe  there  were  a  few  honest  men 
who  had  the  interest  of  Cambridge  at  heart, 
and  who  urged  the  bridge  as  strongly  as  they 
could.  But  the  people  who  approached  me  on 
the  subject  were  either  paid  employees  in  the 
interest  of  that  bridge,  lobbyists  at  work 
for  them, or  men  owning  stock  in  that  company. 
I  refer  to  the  Charles-river  EmDankment  Com- 
pany. Every  one  of  them  had  an  axe  to  grind 
— I  refer  to  the  people  having  stock  in  the  com- 
pany. The  parties  who  seemed  to  be  interested 
in  that  bridge  were  almost  exclusively  gentle- 
men of  Cambridge  and  people  who  owned  stock 
or  Held  office  in  the  Charles-river  Embankment 
Company.  Those  were  the  only  people  who  ap- 
proached me  during  the  year,  and  I  was  bored 
with  them.  Probably  other  members  were  ap- 
proached by  them.  No  other  influence  was 
brought  to  bear  upon  me.  I  became  convinced, 
later  on,  that  Aid.  Freeman  was  right,  that  Bos- 
ton did  not  care  for  it,  and  that  there  was  no 
necessity  for  it.  I  was  told  that  petitioners 
representing  millions  of  dollars  were  in  favor  of 
it.  Some  of  the  petitioners  were  my  neighbors, 
and  not  one  of  them  spoke  to  me  about  it.  Now, 
if  there  was  such  an  interest  in  Boston  urg- 
ing that  bridge,  some  members  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance  would  have  been 
urged  to  see  that  the  thing  was  pushed 
ahead  as  rapidly  as  possible.  The  fact  that 
nobody  was  willing  to  father  the  bill  in  the 
Finance  Committee  is  evidence  that  there  was 
no  great  desire  for  it  on  the  part  of  the  citizens 
of  Boston.  Now,  this  year  you,  sir,  were  kind 
enough  to  appoint  me  chairman  of  that  com- 
mittee a  second  time,  and  in  order  to  show  that 
there wasno  hostility  in  the  government  to  that 
bridge,  I  called  that  committee  together  early 
in  the  year.  We  invited  the  mayor  and  alder- 
men of  Cambridge  to  meet  with  us,  and  we  had 
a  conference.  We  recommended  that  the  city 
government  petition  the  Legislature  to  allow 
us  to  borrow  money  outside  of  the  borrowing 
limit  in  order  to  pay,  not  one  half  of  the  cost  of 
the  bridge.but  what  the  city  government  should 
think  was  Boston's  share  of  the  cost.  That  was 
accepted,  after  some  demurring  on  the  part  of 
the  government  of  Cambridge.    I  made  that  re- 
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port  in  this  Board  and  it  was  accepted  unanim- 
ously.and  was  also  accepted  in  the  Council, show- 
ing that  up  to  this  year— up  to  the  very  last- 
there  was  not  a  single  objection  to  the  bridge  on 
the  part  of  the  Citv  Council  of  Boston  except 
the  lack  of  funds-  Well,  then,  Mr.  Chairman, 
there  sprang  up  in  this  city  another  syndicate, 
another  corporation;  it  bought  up  lands,  and 
pretty  soon  it  began  to  develop  into  an  immense 
octopus,  and  it  spread  out  its  arms  and  took  in 
the  railroads,  and  some  say  it  took  in  the  morals 
of  the  railroads.  It  finally  spread  out  one  of  its 
tentacles  and  took  in  the  Charles-river  Em- 
bankment Company.  After  this  thing  had  ap- 
peared upon  the  scene  and  developed  this  whirl- 
pool, and  went  to  the  Legislature,  business  men 
and  politicians  all  imagined  they  saw  mirrored 
in  its  depths  sudden  and  immense  wealth ;  and 
when  they  had  mortgaged  their  farms  and 
houses  and  put  all  their  money  into  the  stock  of 
this  concern,  after  that  these  people  who  were 
engineering  the  Cambridge  bridge  said  to  me: 
"We  do  not  want  anything  more  from  you ;  we 
are  going  to  the  Legislature,  and  shall  ask  them 
to  compel  the  city  of  Boston  to  build  that  bridge 
and  borrow  the  money  outside  of  the  debt  limit. 
We  have  got  the  Legislature ;  we  do  not  care 
for  the  city,  it  costs  too  much ;  we  are  going  to 
the  Legislature,  where  we  know  we  can  get 
every  tiling  we  ask  for."  The  proof  of  that  ap- 
peared afterwards,  and  they  did  get  everything 
they  asked  for.  Now  let  us  look  for  a  moment 
at  this,  and  inquire  why  it  was  necessary  for  the 
city  of  Boston  to  borrow  money  outside  of  the 
debt  limit  to  build  this  bridge.  You  will  recol- 
lect that  some  time  ago  there  were  some  wor- 
thy people  in  Boston  who  believed  the  City  Coun- 
cil could  not  be  trusted ;  who  believed  that  they 
were  extravagant  and  reckless  in  their  expendi- 
tures, to  say  nothing  worse.  Perhaps  they  were 
right.  These  men  were  narrow-minded,  but 
they  were  honest  in  that  conviction.  There 
were  other  men  connected  with  them — a  sort  of 
skin-deep  Christians,  who  believed  that  they 
were  a  little  better  than  anybody  else,  whose 
prototypes  used  to  go  into  the  Temple,  the  good 
book  tells  us,  and  thank  God  that  they  were  not 
like  other  men.  And  I  think  we  ought  to  Thank 
God  today  that  we  are  not  like  them.  These 
skin-deep  Christians,  who  believed  in  the  wick- 
edness of  the  city  government,  went  to  the 
Legislature,  went  to  our  country  cousins,  who 
were  easily  convinced  that  the  city  government 
was  bad— for  they  had  learned  that  themselves 
in  their  country  homes  on  their  mothers'  knees, 
and  their  only  practical  knowledge  of  the  city 
had  been  gained  from  the  courteous  confidence 
man  whom  they  had  met  in  the  depot,  or  from 
some  of  our  fascinating  females  who  had  asked 
them  to  take  something  to  drink  with  them 
when  they  came  to  town.  So  it  was  easy  to 
make  them  believe  that  the  citv  of  Boston  was 
a  very  bad  place,  and  that  the  city  government 
was  bad  and  could  not  be  trusted;  and  they  at 
once  listened  to  the  cry  of  these  good  men  ;  and 
they  commanded  the  city  government  of  Boston 
to  stop  taxing  its  citizens  beyond  a  certain  limit, 
and  they  also  made  a  limit  beyond  which  the 
city  should  not  go  in  borrowing  money.  Well, 
now,  when  they  did  this  they  had  forgotten 
that  they  had  not  got  their  own  fences  all 
up,  and  their  axes  all  ground,  and  had  not 
attended  to  their  own  little  private  affairs. 
They  had  forgotten  all  that.  So  after  they  had 
succeeded  in  passing  this  legislation  and  get- 
ting the  Legislature  to  choke  the  citv  of  Boston 
almost  before  the  ink  was  dry  by  which  that 
bill  became  a  statute,  these  skin-deep  Chris- 
tians go  to  their  country  cousins,  and  this  time 
our  country  cousins  literally  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  confidence  man.  They  went  to  our  coun- 
try cousins  and  said :  "There  are  a  few  little 
jobs  we  want  to  complete,  and  if  you  will  open 
the  door  and  make  the  city  of  Boston  violate 
the  statute  forbidding  it  to  borrow  beyond  a 
certain  limit,  it  will  be  money  in  our  pockets, 
and  it  will  raise  the  stock  of  this  corporation 
in  which  you  are  interested,  and  we  shall  all  bo 
happy."  Well,  now,  what  was  the  result?  This 
bill,  asking  that  the  city  of  Boston  be  coini  elled 
to  borrow  money  outside  of  its  debt  limit,  and 
to  compel  it  to  huihi  that  bridge,  passed  tin; 
Legislature  without  any  difficulty  whatever; 
there  was  no  hitch  to  it.  Well,  just  at  that 
time,  curiously  enough,  the  city  of  Boston  was 
a  petitioner  there  for  leave  to  borrow  a  sum  of 
money  with  which  to  protect  its  citizens  in  the 
southern  district  by  carrying  off  the  waters  of 


Stony  brook ;  and  the  city  was  also  there  asking 
to  be  allowed  to  borrow  money  in  order  that  it 
might  not  repudiate  its  honest  debts.  If  you 
will  recollect,  these  two  bills  did  not  go  through 
in  any  such  smooth  way ;  they  stuck,  and  grated 
and  squeaked,  and  it  was  with  the  utmost 
difficulty  they  got  through.  But  the  bill  that 
these  schemers  were  pushing  went  through 
without  any  difficulty.  And  this,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, is  what  happened  when  these  good  men 
appeared  before  the  Legislature  for  the  second 
time.  This  statute  they  caused  to  be  enacted  is 
a  blot  upon  the  records  of  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts. It  is  without  a  parallel  in  that  legis- 
lature, that  a  set  of  men,  a  set  of  schemers,  of 
speculators,  should  have  the  authority  to  com- 
pel the  metropolis  of  this  State  to  open  its  treas- 
ury in  order  that  they  may  line  their  pockets. 
And  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  final  act  in  this 
tragedy,  or  rather  comedy,  is  about  to  be  en- 
acted. They  come  in  here  now  and  ask  this 
government— this  government  that  they  have 
insulted,  that  they  have  spurned  beneath  their 
feet,  that  they  have  denounced  as  rascals  not 
to  be  trusted — they  come  in  and  ask  them  to 
give  their  assent  to  an  order  that  they  may  se- 
cure their  plunder.  They  have  secured  the 
passage  of  an  act  to  comuel  the  city  of  Boston  to 
build  this  bridge,  and  they  refused  to  ask  the 
assistance  of  the  city  government  in  seeming 
the  passage  of  that  act.  Now,  then,  in  order  to 
secure  their  plunder,  they  come  in  and  ask  us 
to  give  our  assent  to  it.  I  say,  better  that  our 
tongues  cleave  to  the  roofs  of  our  mouths.  It 
seems  to  me  this  is  adding  insult  to  injury,  and 
when  we  give  our  assent  to  their  pilfering  from 
the  treasury  that  money,  we  stultify  ourselves. 
I  believe  that  we  should  stand  upon  our  dignity 
here;  that  we  should  say  to  these  men:  "You 
have  succeeded  in  having  the  statute  passed 
that  opens  the  city  treasury  to  you;  now,  then, 
we  will  not  be  used  as  cats'  paws  for  you ;  if  the 
doors  are  open,  go  in  and  take  your  money  ;  not 
a  dollar  of  it  shall  you  get  with  our  consent. 
We  never  have  shown  any  hostility  to  this 
bridge  that  every  one  of  us  believed  was  en- 
tirely for  the  interest  of  Cambridge  and  the 
land  company  there;  bat  the  moment  you  have 
opened  the  door  you  say  you  will  have  nothing 
to  do  with  us,  and  you  insult  us  by  asking  us 
to  assent  to  this  thrusting  of  your  hands  into 
the  city  treasury."  I  want  to  state  one 
thing  more  before  I  go  on.  When  this  measure 
asking  for  this  statute  came  before  the  com- 
mittee of  the  Legislature  I  went  up  there  as 
an  individual,  alone,  to  protest  against  it. 
]  went  up  there  and  asked  to  be  allowed  to  ap- 
pear before  that  committee,  and  some  weeks 
after  that  I  had  a  lettfrr  one  morning  about.  9 
o'clock,  saying  that  if  I  would  appear  at  the 
State  House  before  the  committee  at  10  o'clock  I 
could  have  ten  minutes  in  which  to  oppose  this 
measure.  I  went  up  there,  and,  to  my  surprise, 
that  room  was  full  of  legal  talent  of  respecta- 
bility and  influence.  I  was  the  only  man  there 
to  oppose  the  bridge.  They  were  all  there  to 
oppose  me,  and  they  sat  down  on  mo  pretty 
effectually.  The  committee  listened  to  me  very 
courteously;  that  is  ail  there  was  to  it.  Their 
mind  was  made  up,  the  job  was  done,  they  had 
the  thing  in  iheir  own  bands.  I  saw  in  that 
room,  silting  there  as  paid  attorneys,  the  same 
hypocritical  rascals  who  had  been  before  the 
Legislature  a  few  years  ago  asking  that  the  city 
of  Boston  might  be  commanded  to  stop  its  ex- 
penditures. These  men  who  had  been  before 
the  Lcgislal  lire  asking  that  the  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton should  not  be  taxed  any  further  by  tin1  city 
government,  and  that  the  city  of  Bost  n  should 
not  be  allowed  to  borrow  any  money  beyond  a 
certain  limit— these  very  men  were  there  as  paid 
attorneys,  asking  the  Legislature  to  command 
the  city  of  Boston  to  violate  that  statute— the 
very  same  men,  and  they  were  the  paid 
attorneys  of  this  corporation.  They  told  mo 
so  themselves.  They  came  to  me  after  I 
found  them  there,  That  is  the  position  wo  aro 
in  ;  that  is  the  position  in  a  nutshell,  Mr,  Chair- 
man. These  men  who  are  so  much  better  than 
the  rest  of  us  were  almost,  as  Artemas 
Ward  said,  too  good  to  live  in  this  world.  Those 
very  men  who  went  up  to  the  Legislature  and 
had  the  city  of  Boston  put  in  leading  strings  are 
the  very  same  men  who  engineered  this  job 
through  the  Legislature  this  year,  and  they  are 
the  very  same  men  who  are  coming  in  hero  now 
and  asking  you,  whom  they  despise  and  whom 
they  spurn  and  have  insulted,  to  give  your  as- 
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sent  to  the  final  act  to  allow  them  to  use  your 
hands  with  which  to  pilfer  from  the  city  treas- 
ury. I  hope,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I  have  made 
myself  plain  on  this  point.  I  have  tried  to  strip 
this  thing  of  its  hypocrisy  as  well  as  I  could  and 
expose  it  in  its  true  light.  I  know,  perhaps, 
something  more  of  it  than  other  members,  be- 
cause I  was  more  intimately  connected  with  it, 
and  I  have  watched  it  carefully  from  beginning 
to  end.  In  the  beginning,  when  I  thought  the 
thing  was  an  honest,  square  thing  for  the  in- 
terest of  the  city  of  Boston,  I  favored  it  as 
strongly  as  I  could,  and  continued  to  favor  it 
until  I  became  convinced  that  it  was  a  job  of 
speculators  and  schemers  to  fill  their  pockets  at 
the  expense  of  the  city  of  Boston.  For  that  rea- 
son I  will  not  give  my  assent  to  any  borrowing 
of  money  or  taking  of  any  money  from  the  treas- 
ury for  this  purpose.  When  this  motion  is  put 
I  ask  that  it  may  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  roll  was  called  upon  the  question  of  re- 
consideration. 

When  the  name  of  Aid.  Havnes  was  called,  he 
asked  tD  be  excused,  as  he  did  not  understand 
this  matter. 

Aid.  Lee  raised  the  point  of  order  that  the 
alderman  should  have  asked  to  be  excused  be- 
fore the  roll-call  was  begun,  and  the  Chair  ruled 
the  point  of  order  well  taken. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  carried,  yeas  11, 
nays  none. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  moved  to  lay  the  matter  upon 
the  table. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  suppose  that  under  the  rules 
I  cannot  debate  that  question,  hut  I  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  upon  the  motion  to  lay  such  an 
important  matter  as  this  upon  the  table. 

The  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table  was  carried ; 
yeas  8,  nays  3,  Aid.  Carroll,  Donovan  and  Mc- 
Laughlin voting  nay. 

HARBOR  AND   LAND  COMMISSIONERS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the.  Harbor  and 
Land  Commissioners  of  the  petition  of  the 
Fitchburg  Railroad  Company, for  license  to  build 
an  extension  to  Pier  7  at  its  premises  at  Charles- 
town,  and  of  a  hearing  thereon  on  Oct.  20,  inst. 
Placed  on  file. 

BOXING  A  TREE. 

Aid.  Carroll  presented  the  petition  of  James 
Lynch,  for  leave  to  box  a  tree  in  front  of  his 
premises,  152  Broadway,  South  Boston,  and  in 
connection  therewith,  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule,  offered  an  order— That  permission  be  given 
to  James  Lynch  to  construct  a  box  around  a 
tree  in  front  of  No.  152  Broadway,  South  Boston. 

Order  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

CONSTABLES'   BONDS. 

The  following  constables'  bonds  were  pre- 
sented, duly  certified: 

Carlan  A.  Brown,  Joseph  D.  Coburn.  James  W. 
Currier,  Ephraim  W.  Fair,  Frank  W.  Flint, 
John  J.  Franey,  James  F.  Goodwin,  Charles  P. 
Johnson,  William  S.  Post,  J.  Edward  Priest, 
Frederic  S.  Walker. 

Severally  approved  by  the  Board. 

CONFIRMATION   OF  H.   R.   DARLING. 

Aid.  Sulltvan  called  up  the  confirmation  of 
Hinds  R.  Darling  to  be  a  constable.  Commiitee 
—Aid.  Havnes,  Lee.  Eleven  ballots  were  cast, 
yes  11,  and  the  appointment  was  confirmed. 

SEWER  APPROPRIATION. 

Aid.  Lee  called  up  the  special  assignment, 
viz.: 

14.  Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  be  author- 
ized to  transfer  the  sum  of  seventy-five  thous- 
and dollars  from  the  appropriation  for  Libiary 
Building,  Dartmouth  street,  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  sewers. 

Aid.  Lee— It  would  be  useless  for  me  to  detain 
the  Board  now  with  any  remarks,  because  I  sup- 
pose every  member  of  the  Board  has  fully  made 
up  his  mind  as  to  how  he  shall  vote  upon  this 
question.  But  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Sewers  I  desire  at  this  time  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  gentlemen  of  this  Board  to  the  condition 
of  that  department  in  relation  to  its  finances, 
and  the  many  demands  that  are  being  made 
upon  it  for  the  construction  of  new  sewers.  I 
only  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Board  to 
the  fact  that  since  the  last  communication  that 
has  been  placed  before  this  Board  by  the  super- 
intendent of  sewers  and  by  His  Honor  the 
Mayor,  sundry  petitions  have  been  presented  to 


the  committee  for  new  sewers,  and  in  many 
instances  they  are  in  new  streets,  and  the 
parties  have  petitioned  ai  the  request  of  the 
Board  of  Health.  I  will  now  read  the  statement 
of  the  superintendent  of  sewers : 

Office  of  Superintendent  of  Sewers. 
Sewers  called  for  since  last  report : 

Glendon  street "VVaid    1 §440  00 

Barton        "      "        8 660  00 

Newbury-'      "      11 500  00 

Cambria    "       "      11 550  00 

Congress    "      "      12 350  00 

Taylor        "      "      20 2.000  00 

Thwing  terrace "      21 1,100  00 

Cleveland  street "     21 450  00 

Tremont       "      "      22 5500  00 

Haviland     "      "     22 1,000  00 

Water  '•      "      23 2,000  00 

Mozart  "      "      23 520  00 

Prospect  avenue "      23 3.455  00 

Salem  street "     23 15,000  00 

Freeman  " "      24 375  00 

Dorchester  avenue "     24 4,400  00 

Topliff  street "     24 2,800  00 

Brent       "      "     24 2,400  00 

Holton      "      "      25 700  00 

Mansfield  street "     25 2.785  00 

$47,085  00 
On  motion  of  Aid.  Lee  the  order  was  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  statement  read  by  Aid.  Lee  was  on  his 
motion  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

THE  MAGUIRE  INVESTIGATION. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following: 

In  Board  of  Aldermen,  Oct.  17, 1887. 

The  Joint  Special  Committee  appointed  to  in- 
vestigate the  charge  set  forth  in  the  petition  of 
the  Hon.  Patrick  Maguire,  respectfully  submit 
the  following  report.  On  the  26th  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1887,  the  following  petition  was  ad- 
dressed to  the  City  Council : 

Boston,  Mass.,  Sept.  26,  1887. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council 

Gentlemen,— In  the  Boston  Herald  of  ■Wednesday, 
Sent..  14,  1887.  the  following  extract  t'r>  m  an  -rticle 
written  by  the  Boston  correspondent  of  the  New  York 
Herald  appears,  it  being  supplementary  to  an  interview 
by  him  with  General  John  M.  Corse,  postmaster  of  Bos- 
ton, wi.ich  wus  printed  in  the  New  York  Herald  of  sun- 
day,  Sept.  10: 

"General  Corse  informed  t  e  Herald  correspondent 
that  a  certain  political  leader  in  Boston,  whom  he  ex- 
plicitly named,  was  engag  d  in  acting  as  office  broker, 
takin  money  from  clients  to  obtain  for  them  an  office, 
and  then  by  reason  of  his  political  pull  to  secure  an  office 

under  the  city  government General'  orse  requested 

the  Herald  correspondent  not  to  give  a  'clew'  to  the 
identity  of  the  aforesaid  'boss,' and  the  Herald  corres- 
pondent in  reply  sugge-tr  d  that  the  accusation  he  used  in 
the  report  of  the  interview  so  as  to  read  'a  set  of  pro- 
fessional politicians,'  instt  ad  of  'a  professional  politi- 
cian" as  General  Coise  alleged.  To  this  the  latter  hearti- 
ly agreed." 

I  understand  that  Dr.  William  Shaw  Bowen,  the  Bos- 
ton correspondent  of  the  New  York  Herald,  has  intimated 
—and  the  impression  has  gone  abroad  to  the  public  from 
various  sources— that  I  am  the  party  "explicitly  named" 
by  General  Corse. 

As  I  hold  a  responsible  and  honorable  position  in  the 
city  government  of  Boston.  I  think  it  but  fair  and  just  to 
myself ,  as  well  as  to  the  citizens  of  Boston,  to  demand 
that  the  City  Council  thoroughly  investigate  this  serious 
charge.  I  therefore  respectfully  petition  v. mi  honorable 
body  that  acommitlce  be  appointi-d  at  the  earliest  possi- 
ble moment  to  consider  ami  investigate  the  charge  which 
has  been  made  against  me  by  General  John  M.  Corse. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

.    Patrick  Magetre. 

In  response  to  said  petition  the  City  Council 
passed  this  order: 

Ordered,  That  a  joint  special  committee  consisting  of 
three  members  of  this  Boatd.  with  such  as  the  Common 
Council  may  join,  Vie  appointed  to  investigate  and  report 
on  the  charges  as  set  forth  in  the  petition  of  the  Hon. 
Patrick  Maguire,  one  of  the  Park  Commissioners  of  this 
city,  find  dated  Sept.  26, 1887,  and  ihat  the  said  commit- 
tee oe  empowered  to  employ  a  stenographer,  send  for 
persons  and  papers  and  give  a  puhiie  hearing,  ihe  expense 
attending  the  satne  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
made  for  joint  committees. 

Aid.  Lee.  Haynes  and  McLaughlin  were  appointed  as 
said  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  and  Messrs.  K. 
Sullivan.  Shaw,  Hayes.  Chamberlain  and  Leary  on  the 
part  of  the  Common  Council. 

Approved  by  the  mayor  Oct.  3, 1887. 

Pursuant  to  the  foregoing  order  the  commit- 
tee instructed  their  clerk  to  notify  Hon.  Pat- 
rick Maguire  of  their  action,  requesting  him  to 
send  names  of  witnesses,  in  a  letter,  which 
reads  as  follows: 

Office  of  the  Clerk  of  Committees,* 
City  of  Boston, 

City  Hall,  0.  tober  8, 1887.     ) 
Hon.  F.  Maguire. 

Dear  Sir,— Aid.  Lee,  chairman  of  the  committee  ap- 
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pointed  to  investigate  the  charges  set  forth  in  your  peti- 
tion, has  instructed  me  to  inform  you  that  he  has  been 
empowered  to  set  a  day  tor  the  hearing,  after  consulta- 
tion with  you,  and  also  to  notify  you  to  send  a  list  of  wit- 
nesses to  this  office  that  you  desire  to  have  summoned. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

J.  P.  Brawley, 
Asst.  Clerk  of  Committees. 

The  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  .Maguire  elicited 
this  reply  from  Thomas  J.  GargaD.  Esq.,  counsel 
for  Mr.  Maguire : 

Boston,  October  10th,  18S7. 
J.  P.  Brawley,  Esq.,  Ass't  Clerk  of  Committees. 

Dear  Sir,— Your  letter  of  Oct.  8th  has  been  placed  in 
my  hands  by  Hon.  P.  Maguire,  and  acting  as  his  counsel  I 
request  that  Gen'lJohnM.  Corse,  Postmaster  of  Boston, 
and  William  Shaw  Bowen,  No.  1  Mt.  Vernon  street,  Bos- 
ton correspondent  of  the  New  York  Herald,  be  summoned 
to  appear  before  your  committeee  at  the  time  and  place 
set  for  said  hearing.       Kesi  ectfully  yours, 

Thomas  J.  Gargan, 
Atty.  of  Mr.  Maguire. 

The  committee,  on  receipt  of  the  letter  from  the 
counsel,  appointed  the  13th  day  of  October,  A.D. 
1887,  for  a  public  hearing  on  the  charges  in  said 
petition,  and  having  given  due  and  legal  notice 
of  said  hearing  the  assistant  clerk  of  commit- 
tees, John  P.  Brawley.  Esq.,  issued  a  subpoena 
on  the  7th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1887,  to  John  M. 
Corse,  postmaster  of  Boston,  and  William  Shaw 
Bowen,  commanding  them  to  appear  before  said 
committee  and  give  evidence  concerning  said 
charges.  The  subpoenas  were  placed  in  the 
hands  of  an  officer  duly  sworn,  and  personal 
service  was  made  on  said  Bowen,  but  the  officer 
made  his  return  that  he  had  made  diligent 
search  for  the  said  John  M.  Corse,  postmaster  of 
said  Boston,  but  was  unable  to  rind  him  within 
the  Commonwealth. 

The  full  committee  met  on  the  13th  of  October, 
at  3  o'clock  P.M.,  the  hour  named  in  the  notice 
and  subpoenas;  and  were  duly  called  to  order 
by  the  chairman.  The  petition  and  order  were 
read,  and  also  the  return  of  the  officer.  Gen- 
eral John  M.  Corse  and  Mr.  Bowen  were  called, 
but  did  not  respond.  Mr.  Maguire,  through  his 
counsel,  expressed  surprise  that  neither  of  the 
witnesses  appeared,  believing  that,  as  honorable 
men,  they  ought  either  to  come  forward  and 
substantiate  their  charges,  or  acknowledge  that 
they  were  untrue. 

It  was  further  stated  that  Mr.  Maguire  desired 
to  have  this  investigation  full  and  thorough, 
and  to  give  those  gentlemen  another  oppor- 
tunity and  to  silence  any  statement  that  Mr. 
Corse,  being  out  of  the  State,  did  not  have  an 
opportunity  to  be  heard,  requested  the  commit- 
tee to  adjourn  the  hearing  to  a  future  day,  that 
personal  service  rright  be  obtained  on  General 
Corse.  The  committee  so  voted,  and  the  com- 
mittee adjourned  subject  to  the  call  of  the  chair- 
man. New  subpusnas  were  issued,  dated  Oct. 
13,  A.D.  1887,  commanding  said  Corse  and  Bowen 
to  appear  before  the  committee  on  Saturday, 
Oct.  15,  1887,  at  12  o'clock  noon,  of  said  day.  At 
that  day  and  time  the  committee  met.  The 
officer  reported  that  he  had  made  personal  ser- 
vice on  both  Corse  and  Bowen,  yet  neither  ap- 
peared before  the  committee.  Mr.  Gargan, 
counsel  for  Mr.  Maguire,  then  offered  in  evi- 
dence a  copy  of  the  New  York  Herald,  dated 
Sept.  11,  1887,  containing  the  interview  with 
General  Corse,  postmaster  of  Boston,  and  re- 
ported by  William  Shaw  Bowen,  Boston  cor- 
respondent of  the  New  York  Herald,  and  called 
particular  attention  to  the  following  language 
used  by  Mr.  Corse : 

There  is  a  set  of  professional  politicians  in  Boston,  some 
of  whom  have  wole  their  parly  allegiance  dependent  on 
the  dollars  that  could  he  made  by  party  work.  Some  of 
these  patriots  obtain  small  offices  for  followers  at  tl  e  City 
Hall  and  elsewhere,  for  a  money  consideration,  B  pays 
A.  850  sav  for  an  office,  A  is  a  petty  buss.  He  gets  the 
ullic-e  for  B  through  his  prestige  as  a  boss,  acling,  in  oilier 
words,  as  an  office-broker.  1  will  not  go  further  on  ibis 
point,  but  I  might  eaelly  give  names,  dales  and  the 
specific  offices  that  were  on  sale,  as  it  were. 

Mr.  Maguire  then  testi lied  that  his  attention 
was  called  to  the  above  language  used  by  Gen- 
eral Corse,  and  was  in  formed  by  Mr.  Bowen  of 
the  New  York  Herald  that  when  General  Corse 
used  the  words  referring  to  a  set  of  professional 
politicians  and  bosses,  he  referred  to  a  particu- 
lar individual,  but  requested  the  correspondent 
not  to  insert  the  name,  but  11861116  language 
given  ;  and  the  correspondent  further  stated  to 
Mr.  Maguire:  "You  can  read  between  the  lines, 
and  as  be  has  had  a  controversy  with  only  one 
individual,  you  can  judge  who  that  individual 
is.    I  am  not  at  liberty  to  give  the  name,  but  I 


wiil  do  so  if  summoned  to  appear  before  a  com- 
mittee of  investigation."  As  this  could  leave  no 
doubt  in  the  mind  of  any  intelligent  man  that 
Mr.  Maguire  was  the  person  meant  by  General 
Corse,  Mr.  Maguire  then  demanded  the  investi- 
gation and  summoned  Mr.  Bowen  to  appear. 
Mr.  Bowen  promised  to  do  so,  but  on  the  29th 
day  of  September  sent  Mr.  Maguire  a  letter,  of 
which  the  following  is  a  copy: 

Boston.  29  September,  1887. 

Dear  Mr.  Maguire, — I  received  touay  another  positive 
order  from  Mr.  James  Gordon  Bennett  forbidding  me  to 
disclose  under  any  circumstances  the  details  of  the  in- 
terview with  General  Corse  not  given  in  the  publishedre- 
port  in  the  New  York  Herald. 

of  course,  as  a  member  of  the  Herald  staff,  I  must 
obey  Mr.  Bennett's  instructions. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Wm.  Shaw  Bowen, 
New  England  Correspondent  the  N.  Y.  Herald. 

P.  Maguire,  Esq.,  Editor  The  Republic. 

It  further  appeared  in  evidence,  by  a  copy  of 
the  New  York  Herald,  dated  Oct.  11,  1887,  that 
Mr.  Bowen  reiterated  the  statement  and 
vouched  for  the  authenticity  of  General 
Corse's  reported  interview  and  language.  It 
also  appeared  in  evidence  that  the  interview 
was  not  the  result  of  an  accidental  meeting  on 
the  part  of  General  Corse  and  Mr.  Bowen,  in 
which  General  Corse  might,  in  hot  blood,  have 
been  indiscreet  in  the  use  of  words,  but  that 
said  interview  was  carefully  and  deliberately 
planned  and  arranged  three  days  in  advance  of 
the  interview,  for  the  express  purpose  of  in- 
fluencing the  Democratic  convention,  which 
was  to  meet  on  Sept.  20, 1887. 

There  was  evidence  before  the  committee 
tending  to  show  that  influential  parties  had  cor- 
responded with  the  proprietor  of  the  New  York 
Herald,  requesting  him  to  forbid  his  correspon- 
dent testifying  before  the  committee ;  that  said 
correspondent  was  ordered  by  the  proprietor  of 
the  New  York  Herald  to  consult  counsel  and 
not  to  appear  before  your  committee. 

With  the  experience  of  former  committees,  in 
the  case  of  Whiteomb,  and,  latterly,  in  the  case 
of  Wilson,  your  committee  did  not  think  it  ad- 
visable to  make  further  attempts  to  secure  the 
personal  attendance  of  these  witnesses.  They 
had  before  them  the  published  account  of  the 
language  used  by  John  M.  Corse,  postmaster  of 
Boston,  and  the  published  reassertion  of  Mr. 
Bowen  that  the  statements  were  made  by  Gen- 
eral Corse.  The  committee  therefore  believe 
that  John  M.  Corse  did  use  the  language  re- 
ported in  the  New  York  Herald.  If  General 
Corse's  views  and  opinions  were  not  fairly  ex- 
pressed, or  if  the  language  was  susceptible  of  any 
other  interpretation  than  the  rules  which  must 
govern  the  ordinary  construction  of  language, 
an  opportunity  was  presented  him  by  your  com- 
mittee to  correct  any  misstatements  or  to  re- 
move any  erroneous  impressions  given  to  the 
public.  General  Corse  failing  to  do  so,  your 
committee  find  that  the  published  statement 
in  said  New  York  Herald,  so  far  as  it  purports  to 
reflect  on  Hon.  Patrick  Maguire,  Park  Commis- 
sioner, is  a  false  and  malicious  libel. 

Your  committee  further  say  that  such  a  state- 
ment, reflecting  upon  the  whole  administration 
of  the  municipal  government  of  Boston,  should 
not  pass  unnoticed. 

General  Corse  is  a  soldier.    A  soldier  above 
all  men  should  prize  his  honor.     One  of  tho 
first,  last  and  most  important  lessons  taught  at 
West  Point   is  to  be  truthful.     General  Corse 
has  recently  become  a  citizen  of  Massachusetts. 
If    he  knew  any  such    facts,  and  could    give 
names  and   dates  and  specific  offices  for  which 
money  consideration  has  been  paid,  as  a  good 
citizen,  interested  in  an  honest  and  economical 
administration  of  the  government,   it  was  his 
duty  to  come  forward  and  tell  the  truth  and 
the  whole  truth,  and  everything  lie  knew  about 
such  transactions.     This  he  failed  to  do  when 
the  opportunity  was  presented,  and   your  com- 
mittee are  justified  in  concluding  that  he  knew 
no  such  facts,  and  that  the  circulation  of  such  a 
libel  is  deserving  of  the  severest  censure. 
John  H.  Lek, 
John  A.  McLaughlin, 
T.  Haynes, 
Richard  Sullivan, 
S.  Edward  Shaw, 
Edward  J.  Lbary. 
Minority  Report. 

The  undersigned  member  of  the  Joint  Special 
Committee  appointed  to  investigate  the  charges 
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set  forth  in  the  petition  of  the  Hon.  Patrick 
Maguire,  respectfully  dissents  from  the  report 
of  the  majority  of  the  committee,  and  desires  to 
strike  out  all  after  the  words  "to  appear  before 
your  committee,"  (on  page  7,)  and  add  the  fol- 
lowing: 

"The  committee  had  no  power  to  enforce  the 
presence  of  General  John  M.  Corse  and  Mr. 
William  Shaw  Bowen  before  them,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  the  only  evidence  offered  was 
that  of  Mr.  Maguire,  and  also  the  various  3opies 
of  the  New  York  Herald,  and  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Bowen  stating  he  had  been  forbidden  to  appear 
before  your  committee.  From  the  evidence 
offered  there  was  nothing  presented  that  in  any 
way  reflects  on  the  honesty  of  the  Hon.  Patrick 
Maguire."  John  T.  Chamberlain. 

The  report  was  accepted.  Ala.  Lee  moved  to 
r  econsider ;  lost.    Sent  down. 

PUBLIC    LANDS. 

Aid.  Carroll,  for  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

Report  on  the  petition  of  William  F.  Stahl, 
asking  for  the  release  of  a  ce rtain  condition  in 
a  deed  from  the  city  of  Boston  to  Freeman  L. 
Cushman,  of  the  estate  792  Tremont  street,  now 
the  property  of  Wilhelmina  Stahl,  and  the  mod- 
ifications of  the  remaining  conditions  in  said 
deed  to  restrictions— Recommending  the  pass- 
age of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  Thai.  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  execute,  on  behalf 
of  the  city,  an  instrument,  satisfactory  to  the 
city  solicitor,  releasing  the  condition  in  the 
words  following:  4.  No  dwelling-house  or  other 
building,  except  the  necessary  outbuildings, 
shall  be  erected  or  placed  in  the  rear  of  the  said 
let,— from  the  deed  given  by  the  city  of  Boston, 
Oct.  24,  1860.  to  Freeman  L.  Cushman,  and  re- 
corded with  Suffolk  Heeds,  book  788,  page  235, 
of  the  estate  on  the  corner  of  Tremont  and 
Northamoton  streets,  now  known  as  number 
792  on  said  Tremont  street,  and  at  present  the 
property  of  Wilhelmina  Stahl. 

Also,  ordered.  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  declare  in  said 
instrument,  on  behalf  of  the  city,  so  far  as  it 
may  be  lawfully  done,  without  affecting  the 
legal  or  equitable  rights  of  other  persons  hold- 
ing title  under  it,  that  the  remaining  conditions 
set  forth  in  said  deed  from  the  city  of  Boston  to 
Cushman,  after  the  release  of  that  before  men- 
tioned, shall  be  regarded  and  considered  by  the 
city  as  restrici ions  merely,  and  that  it  will  not 
claim  anv  forfeiture  of  the  land  described  in 
said  deed  by  reason  of  any  breach  of  the  said 
conditions. 

Report  accepted,  orcier  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  communication  from  the  Board  of 
Police  asking  for  an  additional  parcel  of  land  for 
the  police  stat.'on  estate  on  Boylston  street — 
That  as  the  land  required  is  a  part  of  the  central 
yard  of  the  Paving  Department,  they  recom- 
mend the  reference  of  the  communication  to 
the  Committee  on  Paving  on  the  part  of  this 
Board. 

Report  accepted,  and  said  reference  ordered. 
Sent  down. 

PAVING  REPORTS    AND     ORDERS. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving  (Aid.): 

Report  and  order— That  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  be  directed  to  pave  the  sidewalk  with 
brick  in  front  of  estate  of  Julia  Conners,  573 
East  Second  street. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order— That  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  be  directed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones 
and  pave  the  sidewalk  with  brick  in  front  of 
estate  of  Sarah  S.  Davis,  396  Marlborough 
street. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed,  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Reports  and  orders— That  the  Superintendent 
of  Streets  be  direced  to  pave  the  sidewalks 
with  brick  in  from  of  the  following  estates : 

James  N.  Devine,  432  to  440,  inclusive,  Eighth 
street. 

Alice  Richardson,  No.  50  Hartford  street. 

Susan  I.  Clapp,  52  Hartford  street. 

Locke  &  Flint,  Nos.  605  and  607  East  Fourth 
street. 

Proprietors  of  India  wharf,  from  No.  243  At- 


lantic avenue  to  passageway  next  to  No.  253  At- 
lantic avenue. 

H.  M.  Hyains,  1404  to  1466  Tremont  street. 

Henry  H.  Fitch  and  others,  trustees,  140  and 
142  Huntington  avenue. 

William  T.  Eaton,  167  and  169  Emerson  street. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order— That  the  superintendent  of 
streets  be  directed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones 
in  front  of  the  estate  of  William  A.  Folsom, 
Hillside  avenue  and  Parker  street. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Reports  that  a  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions  to  move  wooden  buildings  as  fol- 
lows : 

John  J.  Ahearn,  from  Centre  street  corner 
Burroughs  street,  Ward  23,  to  St  Mark's  street, 
near  South  street.  Ward  23. 

John  J.  Ahearn,  from  Centre  street,  corner 
Burroughs  street,  Ward  23,  to  St.  Mark's  street, 
near  South  street,  Ward  23. 

Isaac  Blair  &  Co.,  from  37  Simmons  street, 
Ward  19.  to  the  opposite  side  of  Simmons  street. 

M.  Ellis  &  Co.,  from  Western  avenue,  corner 
Market  street,  Ward  25,  to  Western  avenue,  cor- 
ner Waverley  street,  Ward  25. 

Reports  severally  accepted,  leave  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 

Report  and  orders— That  licenses  be  granted 
on  the  usual  conditions,  as  follows: 

Mrs.  L.  CI.  Shaw,  owner  of  estate  corner  of 
Harrison  avenue  and  Essex  street,  to  construct 
and  maintain  a  coalhole  in  the  sidewalk  in  front 
of  her  said  estate. 

H.  G.  O.  Chase,  owner  of  estate  Nos.  6  and  8 
Prospect  street,  to  construct  and  maintain  two 
coalholes  in  Staniford  street,  and  one  coalhole 
in  South  Margin  street,  in  the  sidewalk  in  front 
of  his  said  estate. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.  _    • 

Report  on  the  communication  from  the  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners  asking  for  authority 
to  sell  some  of  the  public  land  at  South  Boston. 
The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
respectfully  report  recommending  the  Passage 
of  the  following  order : 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized  to 
sell  by  public  auction,  upon  such  terms  and  for 
such  price  as  thev  shall  deem  to  be  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  city,  the  land  belonging  to  the 
city  of  Boston  on  the  east  side  of  N  street,  be- 
tween East  Second  and  East  Third  streets,  at 
South  Boston,  measuring  200  feet  front  on  said 
N  street,  and  containing  25,000  square  feet,  more 
or  Jess. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Aid.  Allen  moved  to  amend  the  order  by 
adding:  "The  proceeds  of  the  sale  to  be  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the  Sinking  Fund  Commi-sion 
for  the  purpose  of  decreasing  the  city  debts." 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  understand  that  is  the 
rule  unless  otherwise  specially  ordered. 

Aid.  Allen — It  won't  do  any  harm  to  go  in 
then. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— It  won't  do  any  good.  I 
would  like  the  ruling  of  the  Chair  if  that  does 
not  go  so  unless  otherwise  specially  ordered. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  say  that  it 
does  unless  otherwise  specially  ordered.  But  as 
the  alderman  says  it  will  not  interfere  with  the 
order  in  any  way  if  the  amendment  is  adopted. 

The  amendment  was  adopted  and  the 
amended  order  passed.    Sent  down. 

Ordered,  That  Shawmut  avenue,  between 
Bradford  and  VValtham  streets,  also  Porter  and_ 
Bedford  streets,  city  proper,  and  Emerson  street. 
South  Boston,  be  re-numbered,  as  shown  by 
plans  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  superintendent 
of  streets. 

Ordered,  That  Monument  street,  Charlestown 
district,  be  re-numbered,  as  shown  by  plan  on 
tile  in  the  office  of  the  superintendent  of 
streets. 

Severally  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

The  Chairman  offered  an  order,  That  the 
superintendent  of  streets  be  requested  to  furnish 
and  set  edgestones  and  pave  the  gutters  on 
Benedict  street,  Charlestown,  and  to  report  to 
this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  furnishing 
anil  setting  said  edgestones. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

police  signal  boxes. 
Aid.  Maguire   submitted   reports  from   the 
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Committee  on  Electric  Wires  on  sundry  peti- 
tions referred  with  instructions  to  give  a  public 
hearing  thereon,  for  the  removal  of  certain 
poMce  signal  boxes,  severally  recommending 
the  passage  of  the  following  orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  Gamewell  Fire  Alarm  Tel- 
egraph Company  be  directed  to  remove  the 
police  signal  station  situated  in  front  of  576 
Washington  street. 

Ordered,  That  the  Gamewell  Fire  Alarm  Tel- 
egraph Company  be  directed  to  remove. the 
police  signal  station  located  at  the  corner  of 
Commonwealth  avenue  and  Arlington  street. 

Ordered,  That  the  Gamewell  Fire  Alarm  Tel- 
egraph Company  be  directed  to  remove  the 
police  signal  station  situated  on  West  street, 
near  Tremont  street. 

Ordered,  That  the  Gamewell  Fire  Alarm  Tel- 
egraph Company  be  directed  to  remove  the 
police  signal  station  situated  on  the  southeast 
corner  of  Bennett  and  Washington  streets. 

Ordered,  That  the  Gamewell  Fire  Alarm  Tel- 
egraph Company  be  directed  to  remove  the 
police  signal  station  located  at  the  corner  of 
Eliot  and  Washington  streets. 

Ordered,  That  the  Gamewell  Fire  Alarm  Tel- 
egraph Company  be  directed  to  remove  the 
police  signal  station  situated  on  Summer  street, 
near  Washington  street. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  severally  passed  un- 
der a  suspension  of  the  rule ;  yeas  10,  nay  1,  Aid. 
Lee  voting  nay.  Aid.  Maguire  moved  to  recon- 
sider; lost. 

STEAM   ENGINES. 

Aid.  Haynes  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Claims,  recommending  that  leave 
be  granted  on  the  usual  conditions,  to  erect  and 
use  stationary  steam  engines,  as  follows: 

Julius  Montey,  two-horse  power,  35  South 
Margin  street. 

Kidder  Press  Company,  25-horse  power,  Nor- 
folk avenue. 

S.  D.  Hicks  &  Son,  30-horse  power,  178  Friend 
street. 

O.  M.  Whitman  &  Co.,  10- horse  power,  Power 
court,  corner  of  Boston  street,  Ward  15. 

Reports  accepted,  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

Also  reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions  to  locate  and  use  steam  boilers 
for  heating  purposes,  as  follows: 

D.  C.  Hall  &  Co.,  one  12-horse  power,  corner 
Pemberton  square  and  Somerset  street. 

William  Bassett,  five,  five-horse  power  each, 
in  a  block  of  five  houses  on  Caledonia  street. 

William  Bassett,  seven,  five-horse  power  each, 
in  a  block  of  seven  houses  on  St.  Paul  street. 

William  Bassett.  seven,  of  five-horse  power 
each,  in  a  block  of  seven  houses  on  Caledonia 
street. 

Whittier  Machine  Company,  one  75-horse 
power  (power  and  heating  purposes),  519-529 
VVareham  street. 

T.  J.  SUsby,  one  nine-horse  power.Washington 
street,  Dorchester. 

Charles  Glidden,  one  nine-horsepower,  corner 
Dudley  and  Shirley  streets. 

J.  W.  Wheelwright*  eight-horse  power,  973-975 
Washington  street. 

President  and  Fellows  of  Harvard  College, 
two  35-horse  power,  849  Washington  street. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  leave  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 

UNION   FREIGHT  RAILROAD. 

Aid.  Capen  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Railroads  recommending  the.  passage 
of  an  order  of  notice  for  a  hearing  on  Monday, 
Dec.  7  next,  at  4  P.M.,  on  the  petition  of  the 
Union  Freight  Railroad  Company,  that  they 
may  be  allowed  to  construct  and  maintain  a 
side  track  on  Commercial  street. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed.  Subsequently, 
on  motion  of  Aid.  Capen,  the  passage  of  the 
order  was  reconsidered ;  the  order  was  amended 
by  substituting  November  for  December,  and  as 
amended  was  passed. 

FINANCE    REPORTS. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Finance: 

Report  on  the  order  to  provide  the  sum  of  $500 
to  be  expended  in  furnishing  supplies  for  the 
physical  laboratory  in  the  Girls'  High  School — 
Asking  that  they  be  relieved  from  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject,  as  they  believe  that 
the  matter  of  furnishing  school  supplies  is  en- 


tirely within  the  province  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee. 

Report  on  the  order  requesting  thp  city  audi- 
tor to  transfer  to  the  appropriation  for  East  Bos- 
ton ferries  a  sum  sufficient  to  meet  the  judg- 
ment of  court  for  Lincoln  wharf  damages— That 
no  action  is  necessary,  as  the  claim  has  been 
adjusted. 

Reports  severally  accepted.    Sent  down. 

STABLES. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health  (Aid.),  recommending  that 
leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  conditions  to 
occupy  stables  as  follows: 

Michael  Kiernan,  old  wooden,  12  horses. 
Lexington  avenue,  near  Union  street,  Ward  25. 

Blacker  &  Shepard,  wooden  and  iron  stable,  16 
horses,  Albany  street,  Ward  16. 

Mrs.  C.  Casey,  proposed  wooden,  one  horse, 
Granger  and  Duncan  streets.  Ward  24. 

S.  M.  McNeil,  proposed  wooden,  two  horses, 
Bellevue  Terrace,  Ward  24. 

Reports  accepted  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

FANEUIL  HALL. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Faneuil  Hall  recommending  the 
granting  of  the  use  of  said  hall  on  the  usual 
conditions,  as  follows: 

James  Waldeck  and  others,  for  a  public  meet- 
ing, Sunday,  Oct.  23,  iust. 

Thomas  J.  Barry  and  others,  Wednesday  even- 
ing, Oct.  19.  1887. 

Reports  severally  accepted  and  leave  granted 
on  the  usual  conditions. 

wooden  buildings. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  the  Department  for  the  In- 
spection of  Buildings,  on  the  petition  of  James 
H.  Waite,  recommending  the  passage  of  an  or- 
der— That  the  inspector  of  buildings  be  author- 
ized to  issue  a  permit  to  James  H.  Waite  to 
build,  outside  the  building  limits,  a  wooden 
addition  to  building  on  Dudley  street,  at  No.  218, 
Ward  20,  in  excess  of  size  allowed,  and  without 
the  construction  of  a  brick  wall  as  required  by 
the  ordinances,  and  in  accordance  with  an  appli- 
cation on  file  in  the  Department  for  the  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings,  said  addition  to  be  occupied 
for  storage  of  wagons,  main  building  occupied 
for  stable. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

CLAIMS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Claims: 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
the  following  petitions: 

C.  A.  Whittemore,  to  be  paid  for  two  lawn 
mowers  furnished  to  the  Department  for  Com- 
mon and  Public  Grounds  in  1883. 

Patrick  O'Brien,  to  be  compensated  for  dam- 
age to  his  house,  No.  243  Cabot  street,  caused  by 
the  acts  of  city  employees  Aug.  25,  1887. 

Mary  Noonan,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  her  property  by  the  acts  of  city  employees  in 
making  repairs  or  improvements  on  Stony 
brook. 

George  W.  Rhodes  for  compensation  for  per- 
sonal injuries  received  by  falling  on  a  public 
highway  June  9,  1887. 

Reports  se  /erally  accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  recommending  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving,  of  the  petition  of  George  T. 
Angell  tor  compensation  lor  damage  to  his  prop- 
erty No.  2  Dimmock  street,  caused  by  blasting 
on  a  ledge  adjacent  thereto,  and  owned  by  the 
city. 

Accepted,  and  said  reference  ordered.  Sent 
down. 

LICENSES. 

Aid.  McLaughlin,  for  the  Committeq  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  reports  recommending  that 
minors'  licenses  be  granted,  on  the  usual  condi- 
tions, to  sundry  newsboys,  bootblacks,  and  ped- 
dlers. 

Reports  accepted.  Licenses  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

SEWERS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Sewers: 

Report  and  order— That  the  sewer  assessment 
levied  against  the  estate  of  Henry  Baldwin  for  a 
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sewer  in  Guilford  street,  amounting  to  $52.57,  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  abated  on  account  of 
over-estimate  of  land  benefited,  and  $6.44  of 
said  amount  reassessed  to  said  Baldwin. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Reports  and  orders  for  the  construction  of 
common  sewers  as  follows: 

In  Beals,  Fuller  and  Bushnell  streets.  Ward 
24,  from  Van  Winkle  street  (between  Carruth 
street  and  the  Shawmut  Branch  railroad), 
through  private  land  530  feet  to  Fuller  street, 
continuing-  on  through  Bushnell  street  about 
250  feet,  thence  through  an  unnamed  street  to- 
wards Carruth  street  about  350  feet. 

In  Fuller  street,  between  Washington  street 
and  Dorchester  avenue,  and  in  Dorchester  ave- 
nue between  Fuller  and  YTan  Winkle  street. 

In  Haviland  street,  between. Chester  Park  and 
Parker  street,  Ward  22. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order  of  notice  of  intention  to 
take  land  fo  a  sewer  in  Dorchester  from  Neil 
McNeil,  said  piece  of  land  running  ea  terly 
from  Commercial  street,  about  opposite  the  foot 
of  Shamrock  street,  as  shown  on  a  plan  on  tile 
in  the  office  of  the  superintendent  of  sewers. 

Report  accepted,  order  recommitted  to  Com- 
mittee on  Sewers  (Aid.) 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Thomas  Parker  for 
abatement  of  a  sewer  assessment  against  his 
estate  on  Holborn  street,  Ward  21— That  the 
petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw. 

Report  accepted. 

THE  WILSON   ESTATE,   BRIGHTON. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  an  order— That  the  Street 
Commissioners  be  requested  to  sell  at  public 
auction,  within  30  clays,  the  building  on  the 
land  known  as  the  Wilson  estate,  in  Brighton. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  moved  to  refer  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Aid.  Lee— I  trust  that  no  such  reference  will 
be  made.  The  committee  has  had  that  matter 
before  them  for  10  or  17  months,  and  it  seems  to 
me  it  is  high  time  that  something  was  done 
with  that  property,  because,  standing  there  as 
it  does.it  is  a  disgrace  to  the  neighborhood. 
The  Paving  Department  have  turned  it  over  to 
the  Street  Commissioners.  Although  the  alder- 
man on  my  left  says  it  is  a  bad  time  to  sell  land, 
yet,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  seems  to  me  the  alderman 
should  look  at  it  from  a  business  standpoint  and 
have  those  disgraceful  structures  on  that  land 
removed.  I  hope  the  order  will  be  passed  and 
the  Street  Commissioners  instructed  to  sell 
those  buildings  at  once. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— My  reason  for  moving  to 


refer  is  this:  the  committee  considered  this 
subject  at  their  last  meeting,  and  did  not  arrive 
at  a  conclusion ;  but  I  think  they  will  do  so  at 
their  next  meeting,  and  will  reoort  to  this 
Board.  The  chairman  oi  the  committee  is  not 
here,  and  1  think  that  as  long  as  the  committee 
have  the  matter  under  consideration,  and  will 
probably  report  at  the  next  meeting,  the  order 
should  be  referred  to  them. 

Aid.  Lee  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  the 
motion  to  refer  was  lost;  yeas  3.  nays  8.  Aid. 
McLaughlin,  N.  G.  Smith  and  C.  W.  Smith  vot- 
ing yea. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  passed. 
Aid.  Lee  moved  to  reconsider;  lost.  Sent  down. 
telegraph  hill. 

Aid.  Bromwich  offered  an  order— That  the 
city  auditor  be  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of 
$1800  from  the  appropriation  for  Andrew  school- 
hot^  yard,  said  sum  to  constitute  a  special  ap- 
propriation for  repairing  and  fencing  the  public 
ground  in  South  Boston  known  as  Telegraph 
hill,  the  work  to  be  done  by  superintendent  of 
Common  and  public  grounds. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Bromwich,  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

POLES   ON   EMERSON  STREET. 

Aid.  Bromwich  offered  on  arder— That  the 
Boston  Electric  Light  Company  be  directed  to 
remove  their  poles  from  Emerson  street  be- 
tween Broadway  and  K  street. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Electric  Wires. 

LAND  DAMAGES. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an  order  to  pay,  on  the 
usual  conditions,  to  the  devisees  under  the  will  of 
George  H.  Pitman,  $375,  for  land  taken  in  the 
name  of  George  Pitman,  and  all  damages  occa- 
sioned by  the  relocation  of  Harvard  street,  Dor- 
chester, near  Washington  street,  by  a  resolve 
and  order  of  Sept.  17,  1887. 

Order  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 
NEW  CHURCH  in  charlestown. 

The  Chairman  offered  an  order— That  the 
superintendent  of  police  be  requested  to  close 
Warren  street,  between  Henley  street  and  Mon- 
ument avenue  to  travel  by  vehicles  except 
horse  cars;  also  to  close  Soley  street  and  Win- 
throp  street,  between  Main  and  Common  streets, 
against  travel  by  vehicles,  on  the  23d  inst.,  be- 
tween the  hours  of  12.30  and  6  o'clock  P.M., 
during  the  services  at  the  laying  of  the  comer 
stone  of  the  new  church  on  Warren  street. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Adjourned  on  motion  of  Aid.  Maguire  at 
7.30  P.M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of    the   Common    Council. 


Thursday,  Oct.  20, 1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  at 
7.30  P.  M.,  President  Barry  in  the  chair. 

Called  to  order  at  7.42  P.M.,  and  by  direction  of 
the  president  the  roll  was  called  -with  the  fol- 
lowing result : 

Present— Atwood.  Barry,  Burr,  Carroll,  Cars- 
tensen.  Chamberlain,  Cochran,  Davem,  Dewey, 
Dolan.  Duggan,  Fisher,  Foss,  Fottler,  Fowler, 
Frost,  Haggerty,  Harrington,  Hayes,  Kelley, 
Kennedy,  Ladd.  Lattimore.  Lauten.  McKenna, 
McNary.  F.  Morison,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Norton. 
Perkins.  ReiJlv,  Sanger,  E.  Sullivan.  J.  H.  Sul- 
livan, R.  Sullivan.Teevens,  Tuttle,  Whall,  Whit- 
more,  Wilson— 40. 

Absent  —  Blume,  Bowman.  Clark,  Coleman, 
Connolly,  Coyle,  Desmond,  Dunn.  J.  Gallagher, 
P,  J.  Gallagher.  Gomez,  Keliher,  Leary.  Light. 
Mahonev,  McEnaney.  F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  Murphy, 
J.  J.  Murphy.  Nunan.  O'Mealey,  Perry,  C.  C. 
Powers,  E.  J.  Powers,  Richards.  Shaw,  Short, 
Snow,  Sundberg,  Thayer,  Tracy,  Webster— 31. 

OLD  FRANKLIN   SCHOOLHOUSE— NINTH   REGI- 
MENT AKMORY. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  Mr.  Whitmore 
submitted  a  report  from  the  Committee  on  Judi- 
ciary, that  in  their  opinion  no  further  action  is 
necessary  on  the  order  (referred  Sept.  8,  1887) 
authorizing  the  city  architect  to  prepare  plans 
for  an  armory  to  be  used  by  companies  of  the 
Ninth  Regiment. 

Accepted. 

THE  SATURDAY  HALF  HOLIDAY. 

Mr.  Carroll  offered  an  order  —  That  His 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  report  to  the 
City  Council  what  action,  if  any,  taken  by  the 
heads  of  the  various  departments  on  the  order 
of  the  City  Council  granting  a  half  holiday  to 
those  employees  whose  services  could  be  dis- 
pensed with. 

Declared  ordered  to  a  second  reading.  Mr. 
Fowler  doubted  the  vote,  the  Council  was  di- 
vided, 23  in  favor,  14  against,  and  the  order  was 
declared  o  rdered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Carroll  moved  to  suspend  the  rule. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  hope  this  order  will  not  be  rushed 
through  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  Whall— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

Mr.  Ladd — And  I  move  to  assign. 

The  President— Mr.  Whall  rises  to  a  point  of 
order. 

Mr.  Whall— My  point  of  order  is  that  the  or- 
der, not  involving  an  expenditure  of  money, 
does  not  require  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  not  well 
taken.  It  requires  a  suspension  of  the  rule  at 
this  stage. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  move  to  assign  the  order  to  the 
next  meeting  at  8  o'clock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall  the  main  question 
was  ordered,  and  the  question  came  on  suspend- 
ing the  rule. 

Mr  Whall— Mr.  President. 

The  Prestdent— Mr.  Whall  of  Ward  10— of 
Ward  7. 

Mr.  Whall— Mr.  President,  I  thought  I  had 
lost  myidentity  when  I  was  accused  of  coming 
from  Ward  10.  I  do  not  desire  to  renew  my 
point  of  order ;  that  order  does  not  require  a 
suspension  of  the  rule.  But  I  desire  the  Chair 
to  state  for  my  own  information,  as  well  as  for 
the  guidance  of  others  in  the  future,  upon  what 
rule  the  decision  is  based. 

The  President— Does  the  gentleman  desire 
the  rule  read? 

Mr.  Whall— I  do. 

The  President  read  from  Rule  17  : 

"Second.  Motions,  orders  and  resolutions. 
They  shall  be  read  once,  and  may  be  referred  or 
specially  assigned,  and,  if  no  objection  is  made, 
and  no  suspension  of  the  rules  is  necessary,  they 
may  begiven  a  second  reading  and  passed." 

Mi-.  Whall— I  understand  that  no  objection  to 
the*  order  was  made.  It  not  being  an  order  in- 
volving the  expenditure  of  money,  a  suspension 
of  the  rule  is  not  necessary. 


Mr.  Ladd— I  think  I  made  an  objection  in 
time. 

Mr.  Whall— Then  I  move  to  assign  the  order 
to  8  o'clock. 

The  order  was  assigned  to  8  P.M. 

Later  in  the  session  the  order  was  called  up  by 
Mr.  Carroll  and  was  passed.  Mr.  Whall  moved 
to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

SUBWAYS  UNDER  THE  STREETS. 

Mr.  Carroll  offered  an  order— That  His 
Honor  the  Mayor  petition  the  Legislature  at  its 
coming  session  for  the  passage  of  an  act  author- 
izing the  cfty  of  Boston  to  construct  subways 
under  the  streets  throughout  the  city,  for  the 
use  of  the  sewers  and  water  mains  and  the  leas- 
ing of  the  same  to  the  various  gas,  telegraph, 
telephone  and  electric  lighting  companies,  and 
for  all  other  works  that  can  be  put  under  the 
ground. 

Specially  assigned  to  8.15  P.M.  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Whall. 

PETITION. 

Mr.-LAUTEN  presented  the  petition  of  George 
Martin  for  compensation  for  damage  to  his 
estate  at  the  corner  of  Douglass  and  Ninth 
streets,  by  the  alleged  unlawful  acts  of  the  city 
in  laying'out  and  establishing  the  grade  of  said 
Ninth  street.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Claims. 

ASSESSORS'       DEPARTMENT  —  ALLEGED        OVER- 
VALUATION. 

Early  in  the  session  Mr.  McNary  offered  an 
order— That  the  Committee  on  Assessors'  De- 
partment be  requested  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  assessment  on  personal  property  in  the 
business  and  other  sections. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Assessors'  Depart- 
ment. 

Later  in  the  session  Mr.  Wliitrnore  offered  an 
order — That  the  Committee  on  Assessors'  De- 
partment be  requested  to  consider  and  report  if 
any  change  is  desirable  in  the  organization  or 
duties  of  the  department,  or  in  regard  to  the 
method  of  electing  assessors. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Assessors'  Depart- 
ment. 

Under  papers  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen  the 
Council  considered : 

1.  Reference  to  Committee  on  Assessors'  De- 
partment, with  instructions  to  give  a  public 
hearing  and  report  in  two  weeks  from  the  17th 
inst.,  of  a  message  of  the  mayor  in  relation  to 
alleged  excessive  valuation  for  taxes. 

The  question  was  upon  concurrence  in  the  ref- 
erence with  instructions. 

Mr.  Whitmore— In  regard  to  the  subject  mat- 
ter of  this  communication,  I  confess,  sir,  that  I 
was  very  mueh  in  doubt  to  say  whether  it  was 
desirable  for  the  Council  to  concur  in  the  refer- 
ence. The  matter,  as  I  understand  it,  comes  to 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  owing  to  certain  state- 
ments made  by  persons  interested  as  tenants  or 
owners  of  real  estate  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Jordan,  Marsh  &  Co.'s  store  on  Washington 
street.  Since  the  message  was  sent  to  the  Board 
of  Alderman,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  as  we  all 
know,  these  parties  have  had  a  public  meeting, 
and  have  given  to  the  public  statements,  more 
or  less  formal,  of  the  grievances  which  they 
claim  to  have  suffered;  and  it  is  in  view 
of  what  was  said  and  done  at  that  meeting 
that  my  principal  difficulty  has  arisen 
as  to  this  reference.  The  grievance  I  un- 
derstand to  be  this:  Certain  parties,  being 
tenants  of  valuable  real  estate,  complain 
that  the  Board  of  Assessors  for  the  present  year 
have  marked  up  the  value  of  that  real  estate; 
the  tenants  have  complained  to  His  Honor  the 
Mayor  and  the  mayor  has  sent  in  the  communi- 
cation upon  which  this  reference  is  based.  Well, 
Mr.  President,  it  seemed  to  me  that  there  were 
just  two  things  about  it :  If  they  complained  of 
the  acts  of  the  assessors  this  Council  had  no 
right  whatever  to  interfere,  and  could  not  do  so 
without  great  loss  of  its  own  dignity.  Under 
the  new  charter  the  Common  Council  has  no 
power  whatever  in  the  election  or  confirmation 
of  these  officers.  The  assessors  are  appointed  by 
the  mayor  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men ;  the  assistants  are  appointed  by  the  asses- 
sors and  confirmed  by  the  mayor ;  and  the  Com- 
mon Council  has  nothing  to  do  with  it.  There- 
fore, it  seemed  to  me  that  if  the  question  rested 
solely  on  any  alleged  wrongful  act  of  the  pres- 
ent Board  of  Assessors,  this  Council  ought  to  say 
at  once  that  we  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  it, 
and  let  the  authorities  who  appoint  and  confirm 
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be  responsible  for  the  acts  of  their  agents.  Now, 
sir,  on  further  consideration,  it  does  not  seem  to 
me  that  that  these  very  worthy  gentlemen,  not- 
withstanding their  profound  ignorance  of  the 
government  of  this  city,  could  have  been  so  ig- 
norant as  to  accuse  the  present  Board  of  Asses- 
sors of  any  negligenee  and  flagrant  breach  of 
their  duties.  I  believe  the  present  Board  of 
Assessors,  and  particularly  the  chairman,  have 
been,  as  Mr.  Bradford  says  in  the  Tran- 
script tonight,  one  of  the  worst  in- 
struments the  city  of  Boston  has  had  for 
its  own  benefit.  I  agree  with  Mr.  Bradf  <  >rd  that 
the  Board  of  Assessors  has  driven*millions  of 
property  away  from  the  city  of  Boston.  But  I 
also  wish  to  do  justice  to  the  honesty  and  up- 
rightness of  the  character  of  the  chairman  of 
that  hoard.  I  believe  that  gentleman  carries 
out  in  an  honest  manner  and  to  the  very  letter, 
as  he  understands  them,  the  very  pernicious 
rules  for  the  assessment  of  property  laid  down 
by  the  Legislature.  I  believe  he  has  acted 
strictly  within  the  law,  and  it  will  take  a  great 
■deal  to  convince  me  that  he  has  stepped  outside 
of  these  outrageous  laws.  I  will  go  further  and 
say  that  I  don't  believe  we  are  half  so  much  in- 
debted to  any  other  man  for  these  outrageous 
laws  as  we  are  to  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Assessors.  His  absurd  words  are  written  down 
in  print,  that  the  limit  of  a  man  to  pay  to  the 
State  is  what  he  can  afford.  He  has  made  in  so 
many  words  the  statement  that  the  State  has 
the  right  to  take  every  dollar  a  man  has,  not 
considering  whether  it  is  equal  or  proportionate 
as  the  constitution  says,  or  not ;  but  that  the 
State  has  the  right  to  take  away  the  entire 
property  of  the  millionaire,  if  it  chooses,  sirn  dIv 
because  he  is  an  inhabitant  of  the  State,  and, 
sir,  he  has  had  the  manhood  to  live  up  to  that 
idea.  He  has  been  to  the  State  House,  year 
after  year,  to  obtain  legislation  in  that  line. 
Once  granted  that  his  premises  are  right,  and 
his  conclusions  are  beyond  any  doubt  what- 
ever, and  he  has  acted  upon  that  con- 
viction. Now  sir,  with  the  reason  that  this 
man  has  been  so  straightforward  in  this 
conclusion,  and  in  acting  upon  it,  and 
in  getting  the  law  framed  in  accord- 
ance with  that  Conclusion,  1  do  not  believe  he 
has,  up  to  the  present  time,  overstepped  the 
law.  But,  sir  if  he  has  done  anything  wrong, 
it  is  for  the  Mayor  and  Board  of  Aldermen  to 
settle  that  matter  between  them.  Then,  Mr, 
President,  it  seemed  to  me,  looking  at  the  ques- 
tion a  little  more  broadly,  that  these  gentlemen 
"who  have  come  forward  and  complained  are  in 
the  same  position  some  of  us  have  been  when 
stepped  upon  by  an  unjust  law.  and  as  they  did 
not  know  the  law  they  rushed  blindly  into  print 
and  stated  their  grievance.  That  being  so,  it 
seemed  to  me  the  Council  has  this  interest  in 
it,  that  it  may  refer  the  matter  to  a  joint  com- 
mittee, because  the  committee  can  then  con- 
sider whether  it  is  best  to  report  any  change  in 
the  system  under  which  we  are  now  acting.  I 
have  repeatedly  brought  this  matter  before  the 
Council  in  past  years.  I  have  introduced  or- 
ders and  had  them  referred  to  committees,  and 
I  have  appeared  before  committees.  I  have 
even— if  you  will  believe  it— spoken  on  the  floor 
of  this  Council  in  favor  of  a  change.  But  it 
has  all  been  without  effect.  I  should  be  very 
glad,  for  my  part,  to  see  a  joint  committee 
struggle  with  the  question,  because  this  blind, 
unreasoning  outcry  merely  shows  that  a  very 
influential  part  of  the  community  has  been 
stepped  upon;  they  feel  that  they  have  suffered 
what  they  ought  not  to  suffer.  But  in  regard  to 
the  principal  claim  they  have  made  in  the  news- 
papers, I  don't  believe  the  chairman  or  the 
board  went  beyond  their  powers.  If  Mr. 
Hills  and  his  associates  have  done  as  the 
law  requires;  if  they  have  marked  the  real 
estate  of  Boston  up  to  its  selling  value,  they  have 
done  what  the  law,  as  I  understand  it,  requires 
them  to  do,  and  it  is  not  necessary,  as  people 
said  in  that  assembly,  that  a  man  must  have 
lied  last  year  when  he  said  an  estate  was  worth 
$400,000,  and  this  year  he  calls  it  worth  $500,000. 
We  all  know  that  a  year  may  make  great  changes 
in  real  estate.  It  must  not  be  a  he  if  a  man  is 
slow  to  mark  up  real  estate  when  it  takes  him  a 
year  to  see  the  change  in  value.  Of  course,  Mr. 
President,  we  ought  to  understand,  and  I  hope  a 
port  ion  of  the  public  will  at  last, for  the  iirst  t;me, 
understand  where  we  are  in  this  matter,  when 
the  chairman  of  our  Board  of  Assessors  marks  up 
real  estate  to  its  full  market  value,  and  at  the 


same  time  every  little  hayseed  assessor  cuts 
down  real  estate  10  cents  on  every  dollar,  and 
thus  Boston's  proportion  of  the  State  tax  is  made 
larger.  We  were  told  at  our  last  meeting  that  if 
the  State  spent  a  little  more  money  for  a  State 
House  Boston  would  have  to  pay  40  per  cent  of 
the  amount.  Mr.  President,  if  the  property  in 
the  State  of  Massachusetts  were  assessed  on  the 
same  clearly  defined  plan  that  has  been  followed 
by  our  Board  of  Assessors,  the  city  would  not 
have  to  pay  even  25  per  cent  of  the  State  tax. 
But  having  a  law  of  the  kind,  and  hav- 
ing, I  may  say,  an  almost  pitiless  enforcer 
of  that  law,  we  are  being  marked  up 
to  the  very  top  limit  and  the  rest  of  the 
State  goes  free.  Now,  sir,  in  view  of  these 
facts,  I  have  concluded  to  support  the  reference 
inithe  hope  that  some  of  these  inequalities  may 
be  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  public,  and, 
although  it  is  rather  late  to  expect  the  commit- 
tee to  struggle  with  the  subject,  I  trust  they  will 
report  back  some  changes  which  may  be  sent  to 
the  Legislature,  and  we  may  ask  for  the  relief 
which  is  needed. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  agree  with  much  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  has  said,  especially  with  that 
which  has  reference  to  the  relative  valuation  of 
the  property  of  the  city  of  Boston  and  that  in 
other  parts  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts ;  and 
nothing,  it  seems  to  me,  can  more  forcibly  show 
the  fact  that  we  are  bearing  a  burden  by  the 
over-assessment  of  property  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton which  properly  belongs  to  other  parts  of  the 
State  than  the  fact  that  those  who  have  the  as- 
sessing of  our  property  in  the  city  of  Boston 
should  carry  the  increase  up  to  so  high  a  point 
as  it  has  been  carried.  In  cases  where  indi- 
viduals are  over-assessed,  when  injustice  is  done 
in  that  respect,  there  is  often  redress  by  going  to 
the  assessors  and  comparing  the  assessed  valua- 
tion of  their  property  with  that  of  property  sur- 
rounding them.  But,  if  I  understand  rightly, 
this  question  goes  still  further  than  that,  and  it 
is  well  known  that  when  certain  limitations  were 
piaced  upon  the  city  of  Boston  as  to  its  borrow- 
ing capacity  and  as  to  its  tax  rate,  there  was 
then  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  those  who 
wanted  to  raise  more  money  tor  the  expenditure 
of  the  city  government  of  Boston,  to  increase  the 
valuation  all  over  the  city.  For  that  there  is  no 
remedy  for  any  individual  by  going  to  the  Board 
of  Assessors,  if  they  have  adopted  a  scheme  of 
excessive  valuation,  and  it  applies  to  the  whole 
city,  for  they  will  answer  one  and  all  with  the 
same  answer,  that  they  have  assessed  all  equal- 
ly. I  say  the  city  of  Boston's  property  ought  not 
to  be  assessed  relatively  beyond  other  property 
throughout  the  State,  because  if  it  is  we  bear  an 
undue  proportion  of  the  burdens,  and  I  am  sorry 
to  see  this  persistent  effort  made  on  the  part  of 
those  who  want  to  get  more  money  for  the  expen- 
diture of  the  city  government  of  Boston,  to  carry 
the  valuation  of  the  property  up  to  a  point  far 
in  excess  of  that  of  any  other  city  in  the  United 
States.  Statistics  have  been  offered  here  in  years 
previous,  showing  that  such  was  the  fact.  In 
Philadelphia,  Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  all  the 
other  large  cities,  property  is  assessed  on  a  much 
lower  basis  than  it  is  in  the  city  of  Boston;  and 
I  say  there  should  be  some  pressure  brought  to 
bear  to  bring  us  down  on  some  basis  of  equality 
that  shall  be  fair  and  just  to  the  taxpayers  of 
the  city  of  Boston.    I  hope  the  order  will  pass. 

Mr.  Whall— Mr  President,  when  on  last 
Tuesday  night  I  saw  in  the  report  in  the  Trav- 
eller  that  such  an  order  as  this  had  been  intro- 
duced in  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  I  thought  that 
probably  the  City  Council  of  Boston  was  going 
the  wrong  way  to  right  what  was  supposed  by  a 
large  number  of  our  fellow-citizens  to  be  a  great 
wrong.  It  struck  me  that  if  the  object  to  be  at- 
tained was  a  scaling  down  in  the  valuation  of 
this  year,  we  had  proceeded  entirely  wrong,  be- 
cause the  statuteprovides  a  remedy  for  an  un- 
just valuation.  Those  who  think  their  property 
■is  unjustly  valued,  or  is  assessed  at  too  high  a 
figure,  have  an  appeal  to  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners; and,  if  my  recollection  of  the  statute  is 
correct,  if  they  fail  to  find  satisfaction  there,  I 
believe  they  have  a  further  oppeal  to  our  courts ; 
but  of  this  I  am  not  certain.  I  am  positive,  how- 
ever, that  in  the  city  of  Boston  the  appeal  lies 
from  the  assessors  to  the  Street  Commissioners, 
who,  in  this  matter,  are  endowed  with  the 
powers  of  County  Commissioners.  Upon  second 
thought,  it  seemed  to  me  that  that  was  not-  the 
object  of  this  movement,  but  that  it  was  rather 
to  call  attention  to  the  high  valuation  which,  it 
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was  alleged,  had  "been  placed  upon  property  in 
the  city  of  Boston  hy  our  Board  of  Assessors.  I 
read  the -remarks  made  by  the  aggrieved  tax- 
payers a  short  time  ago,  and  I  failed  to  find  that 
there  was  endorsed  there  any  such  sentiment  as 
that  property  was  taxed  for  more  than  it  could  be 
sold  for.  If  our  assessors  do  not  tax  property  for 
more  than  it  can  be  sold  for,  then  they  are  doing 
their  exact  legal  duty,  and  we  should  not  attack 
them  under  the  law  as  it  exists.  If  they  do  their 
full  legal  duty,  simply  because  some  of  us  are 
pinched,  and  because  in  the  rural  districts  com- 

§laisant  assessors  do  not  perform  their  whole 
uty  and  assess  property  for  from  65  to  85  per  cent 
of  its  true  value,  I  think  the  time  is  fitting  that 
our  assessors  should,  under  the  law,  be  defended 
in  their  action.  They  are  doing  no  more  than  is 
right  and  proper,  and  that  country  assessors  fail 
in  their  duty  is  no  reason  why  we  should  com- 
plain now  that  our  assessors  do  their  full  duty. 
If  a  wrong  is  being  done,  it  is  because  the  law  is 
defective;  if  the  law  is  not  defective,  then  it  is 
because  of  the  unfaithfulness  of  these  outside 
assessors.  If  our  assessors  assess  for  the  full 
value,  they  are  simply  doing  their'duty.  Now, 
Mr.  President,  it  strikes  me  that  there  is  a  cat  in 
this  pile  of  meal.  A  stranger  reading  the  report 
of  that  taxpayers'  meeting  would  have  thought 
it  was  a  political  caucus,  whose  sole  object  was 
to  belittle  the  present  head  of  the  city  govern- 
ment of  Boston.  As  I  read  the  report  of  that 
meeting,  it  seemed  to  me  that  the  animus  that 

Servaded  it  was  entirely  inimical  to  Hugh 
''Brien,  and  that  he  was  to  be  held  responsible 
because  the  assessors  had  done  their  duty. If  these 
assessors  had  failed  in  their  duty,  what  possible 
connection  is  there  between  the  mayor  of  Boston 
and  these  assessors?  He  cannot  undo  their 
work.  One  might  as  well  blame  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  who  select  the  jurors  for  the  courts 
of  this  Commonwealth,  because  some  single 
jury,  or  some  whole  panel  of  jurors,  failed  to 
convict  or  failed  to  do  their  whole  duty  in  a  case 
or  set  of  cases.  The  only  thing  which  the  mayor 
can  do  in  regard  to  the  Board  of  Assessors  is  this : 
If  he  finds  that  they  are  pursuing  a  policy  detri- 
mental to  the  best  interests  of  the  city  of  Boston 
and  is  productive  of  harm  to  its  citizens,  he  can 
remove  those  men.  But  to  try  and  trace  any 
connection  between  the  mayor  and  the  high 
valuation  of  property  is  just  as  sensible  as  to  try 
to  trace  any  connection  between  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  and  the  finding  of  a  grand  jury. 
These  assessors  are  sworn  to  do  their  duty.  If 
they  do  not  do  their  duty,  then  their  findings,  if 
they  are  unjust,  can  only  be  set  aside,  not  by  the 
mayor,  but  by  the  Street  Commissioners,  by  a 
court  of  appeal  which  the  statutes  have  desig- 
nated. But  the  question  has  been  so  agitated 
that  for  decency's  sake  we  should  get  the  facts, 
and  if  there  is  something  wrong  we  should  go  to 
the  State  House,  knocking  at  its  doors  for  re- 
lief. In  voting  for  this  measure  I  do  it  in  order 
that  the  wrong  may  be  known,  not  that  I 
would  countenance  the  blasting  and  ven- 
omous utterances  made  a  few  days  ago 
at  that  meeting.  It  is  within  my  own  know- 
ledge that  one  gentleman  at  that  meeting,  who 
protested  against  the  high  taxation,  brought  an 
appeal  a  few  years  ago  from  the  assessors  to  the 
Street  Commissioners  because  certain  land  he 
had  was  taxed  at  60  cents  a  foot.  He  said  it  was 
an  outrage ;  that  the  Street  Commissioners  co- 
incided with  the  views  of  the  Board  of  Assessors. 
In  less  than  six  months  this  man,  this  canting 
hypocrite,  who  was  yelling  and  hallooing 
worse  than  anybody  else  in  this  whole  matter, 
sold  that  same  60  cents  a  foot  land  for  $1.25  a 
foot.  It  is  because  the  assessors  of  the  city  of 
Boston  are  performing  their  full  duty.  I  be- 
lieve there  is  not  a  man  that  was  at  that  meet- 
ing the  other  night  but  who,  if  you  ask  him  to 
sell  you  property  for  what  it  is  assessed,  but 
would  refuse  to  do  so.  It  is  the  exact  duty  of 
our  assessors  to  assess  property  for  what  it  will 
bring  in  the  market.  If  the  principle  is  wrong, 
then  the  law  is  wrong.  I  sincerely  hope  we 
shall  get  all  the  facts. 

Mr.  McNart— As  several  gentlemen  have  felt 
called  upon  to  say  something  on  this  matter.  I 
think  it  devolves  upon  me  to  say  a  few  words. 
I  think  that  the  gentlemen  who  attended  the 
meeting  the  other  day,  ajid  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  10  here  tonight,  have  made  a  very  serious 
charge  against  the  Board  of  Assessors  when  they 
state,  or  intimate  by  implication  or  otherwise, 
that  those  gentlemen  have  violated  their  sworn 
oaths  and  entered  into  some  unseen  and  unheard 


of  agreement  with  the  present  city  government 
to  so  raise  the  valuation  on  property  that  they 
can  raise  a  larger  amount  of  money.  The  pres- 
ent city  government  is  Democratic,  the  present 
Board  of  Assessors  is  different  in  composition, 
being  Republican  in  their  politics,  and  how  that 
board  can  be  brought  around  to  obey  the  wishes 
or  behests  of  the  present  city  government 
passes  my  comprehension.  It  looks  to  me  as 
though  there  was  more  politics  in  this  thing 
than  the  indignant  protest  against  the  raising  of 
the  valuation.  The  gentleman  who  made  that 
particular  assessment  is  a  Republican.  I  know 
that  fact.  He  lives  in  my  own  ward,  and  no  one 
questions  his  Republicanism,  and  the  idea  of  his 
lending  himself  to  the  present  city  government 
for  the  purpose  of  raising  more  money  for  the 
use  of  the  city,  is,  I  think,  absurd.  I  think  the 
statements  made  at  that  meeting  were  mon- 
strously unfair,  for  I  don't  think  the  Board  of 
Assessors  have  been  governed  by  political  mo- 
tives at  all.  They  may  have  raised  the  valua- 
tion too  much— that  I  cannot  say  at  the  present 
time— but  when  statements  are  made  calcu- 
lated to  give  this  matter  a  political  bias, 
I  think  the  gentleman  making  such  state- 
ments on  the  floor  of  this  Council  are  taking 
a  wrong  view  of  the  matter.  I  think  that 
this  matter  should  be  looked  into  fairly  and 
squarely,  and  if  anything  is  wrong  the  facts 
should  be  brought  before  the  Common  Council 
and  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  But  I 
don't  think  the  city  government  of  Boston 
should  be  howled  at  in  the  public  press  and 
directly  attacked  for  work  they  have  nothing  to 
do  with  whatever.  Insinuations  have  been 
made  that  the  assessors  have  done  work  in  this 
manner,  and  deliberately  violated  their  solemn 
oaths.  I  think  those  insinuations  are  monstrous- 
ly unfair,  and,  for  my  part,  1  hope  the  matter 
may  be  given  thorough  mvestigation,  and  that 
the  order  may  be  passed,  so  that  we  may  find 
out  if  there  is  anything  in  the  charge  or  not. 

Mr.  F.  Morisoiv—  I  have  had  a  good  deal  to  do 
with  the  Board  of  Assessors,  and  come  in  con- 
tact with  them  very  frequently— not  that  I  have 
any  property  that  conies  under  their  assessment 
myself,  but  it  is  a  part  of  my  business  to  manage 
the  property  of  others  that  does  come  under 
their  assessment.  I  suppose  I  am  in  their  office 
once  a  week,  and  sometimes  twice  or  three 
times  a  week,  every  year.  I  have  had  a  great 
many  controversies  with  them,  and  in  some  of 
them  I  have  been  defeated  and  in  some  I  have 
succeeded,  having  carried  the  matter  through 
because  I  thought  it  was  right  for  me  to  do  so, 
on  behalf  of  the  parties  I  represented.  But  the 
total  result  of  all  my  dealings  with  that  board 
has  been  to  give  me  not  only  a  great 
respect  for  their  integrity,  but  also  for  their 
judgment  in  the  valuation  of  property.  I 
believe  that  after  the  Board  of  Assessors 
of  the  city  of  Boston  have  deliberately 
valued  a  piece  of  property,  it  would  be  a  very 
difficult  thing  to  get  a  jury  of  12  men  to  give  it  a 
lower  assessment,  and  I  think  if  all  those  gen- 
tlemen who  have  made  all  this  fuss  in  the  pub- 
lic press  would  take  the  means  the  law  provides, 
of  ascertaining  whether  their  assessment  is  cor- 
rect or  not,  they  would  probably  find  that  the 
assessment  is  correct,  and  I  do  not  see  what  the 
Council  has  to  do  with  the  matter  at  all.  I  am 
entirely  unable  to  say  why  it  should  be  made 
such  a  public  matter,  or  why  they  were  given 
the  opportunity  to  make  such  a  public  matter 
out  of'  it.  I  have  had  controversies  with  the  city 
of  Boston  in  regard  to  the  valuation  on  property 
I  represented,  but  I  never  went  into  print  and 
made  a  howl  about  it.  I  went  to  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners,  after  having  filed  my 
papers  properly,  and  having  gone  through  with 
the  proper  form,  and  tried  to  get  them  to 
make  a  lower  estimate,  in  one  or  two  instances 
I  have  succeeded,  and  that  was  the  end  of  it.  I 
didn't  see  what  the  public  had  to  do  with  it.  In 
other  instances  I  have  not  succeeded ;  I  accepted 
it.  That  was  the  end  of  it,  and  I  didn't  see  what 
the  publie  had  to  do  with  that,  either.  Now,  as 
I  understand,  a  number  of  gentlemen  in  a  busi- 
ness part  of  our  city,  which  has  undoubtedly  in- 
creased in  value  somewhat  during  the  last  few 
years,  have  found  themselves  assessed 
more  than  before.  I  have  myself  little  doubt 
that  their  property  would  sell  for  more,  and  I 
doubt  very  much  if  they  would  accept  the  as- 
sested  valuation  for  their  property.  What 
in  the  world  this  Council  has  to  do  with  it 
I    don't    understand,   and    I  hope   the    Coun- 
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cil  will  not  lend  themselves  to  any  public 
agitation  of  the  subject.  We  must  see  that 
if  those  gentlemen  should  get  a  large  abatement 
of  their  taxes  the  same  money  has  got  to  be 
raised  somewhere  else,  and  someone  else  has  got 
to  pay  for  it  If  they  are  rightly  entitled  to  an 
abatement,  there  is  a  ppovision  of  the  law  by 
which  they  may  get  it.  I  believe  they  will  get 
it,  if  they  are  entitled  to  it.  I  have  entered  cases 
where  I  thought  I  ought  to  have  an  abatement, 
and  hi  some  cases  where  I  thought  I  ought  to 
have  it  the  decision  was  against  me.  I  have  ac- 
cepted the  verdict  against  me  as  a  lawyer  always 
does,  and  has  to  do,  and  I  am  always  ready  to  do 
it.  I  don't  believe  this  Council  wants  to  go  into 
an  agitation  of  this  kind,  virtually  for  the  bene- 
fit of  some  private  parties  who  are  making  a  row 
about  their  private  matters.  I  trust  that  it  will 
not  go  any  further. 

Mr.  Frost— I  read  with  considerable  interest 
the  doings  of  the  meeting  which  has  been  re- 
cently held  in  regard  to  the  alleged  over  valua- 
tion of  property,  and  I  did  not  come  to  the  same 
conclusion  as  our  friend  on  my  left  has,  that  it 
had  anything  to  do  with  politics  at  all.  But  I 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  had  to  do  with 
their  pockets,  because  their  assessment  had 
been  increased  and  their  taxes  were  larger.  We 
know  that  the  expenses  of  the  city  of  Boston  are 
increasing  every  year  very  largely ;  more  money 
must  be  raised  each  year  to  defray  those  ex- 
penses. Some  of  those  expenses  are  wise  and 
judicious ;  some  of  them  1  am  sorry  to  say  I  do 
not  agTee  with  as  being  wise  or  judicious.  But, 
sir,  so  far  as  they  are  wise  and  judicious  I  sym- 
pathize with  and  go  heartily  for  them ;  but  on 
the  other  hand  I  oppose  them  with  all  my 
strength  and  heart.  Now,  sir,  in  regard  to  the 
increased  valuation  of  real  estate  we  all  recog- 
nize the  fact  that  in  certain  localities  there  has 
been  a  large  increase,  and  in  other  localities 
there  has  not.  In  the  section  that  we  are  refer- 
ring to  at  this  time,  where  these  people  do  busi- 
ness, we  have  no  doubt  there  has  been  a  certain 
increase  in  the  valuation  of  property ;  but  just 
how  much  it  is  difficult  to  say.  When  you  put  a 
red  flag  upon  a  piece  of  property  and  see  how 
much  it  will  bring,  and  then  see  how  mucn  it 
will  bring  at  private  sale,  you  find  a  different 
state  of  things.  So  I  look  upon  this  matter  of 
assessing  property  as  a  very  difficult  thing  to  do, 
and  I  would  hesitate  very  seriously  before  I  crit- 
icised sharply  the  Board  of  Assessors  such  as  we 
feel  we  have.  I  hope,  sir,  that  we  shall  go 
slowly  in  this  matter,  for  I  think  it  is  not  desira- 
ble to  do  injustiee  to  any  board  of  commission- 
ers or  assessors  that  we  may  have. 

Mr.  Blume—  It  strikes  me  that  this  question, 
like  many  other  questions  in  this  chamber,  is 
very  much  befogged  by  the  different  views  gen- 
tlemen here  have  expressed  and  what  they  have 
read.  I  have  had  a  great  deal  of  experience 
with  the  Assessors'  Department,  and  I  come  in 
contact  with  those  excellent  and,  in  my  judg- 
ment, most  honorable  and  worthy  men,  very 
frequently.  I  believe  that  they  are  honest  and 
conscientious  in  the  discharge  of  their  several 
duties.  But  I  am  also  convinced  that  the  conduct 
of  that  department  is  not  free  from  very  many 
errors.  The  statute  requires  those  assessors  to 
assess  the  property  in  the  several  districts  at  its 
full,  fair,  cash  value.  Those  are  the  exact  words 
of  the  statute.  But  what  is  the  full,  fair,  cash 
value  of  the  Equitable  Building?    It  cost  $800,- 

000  with  the  land;  is  $800,000  its  full,  fair,  cash 
value?  Where  are  your  customers?  Who 
is  to  judge  whether  that  building  and 
7800  feet  of  land  is  worth  $800,000  or  $600,000? 
We  will  take  the  Jordan,  Marsh  &  Co.  property. 

1  think  the  assessment  doesn't  add  the  figures 
together,  but  they  must  be  very  large,  a  million 
dollars  and  more,  and  they  are  complaining  of 
their  taxes.  We  will  assume,  for  the  sake  of 
argument,  that  the  property  is  assessed  at  $1,200,- 
000.  Is  that  its  full  fair  cash  value?  Where  are 
the  customers  who  will  pay  it?  Put  up  the 
Jordan  &  Marsh  property  for  sale,  and  how  could 
you  sell  it?  It  would  be  impossible  to  get  any 
such  figure.  The  Richardson  property  on  Dev- 
onshire street  was  put  up  a  while  ago.  It  cost 
$G00,0O0.  What  did  it  bring?— less  than  $400,000. 
There  are  very  few  gentlemen  in  this  city  or  in 
this  commonwealth  who  are  going  to  pay 
$500,000  for  a  few  feet  of  land  and  a  great 
tall  building.  The  property  occupied  by 
John  H.  Pray  Sons  &  Co.,  went  begging  in  1878, 
to  my  personal  knowledge,  for  $200,000.  Today— 
not  speaking  from  the  exact  figures,  but  gener- 


ally—I  believe  it  is  taxed  for  over  $400,000.  Will 
any  sensible  man  claim  that  there  has  been  an 
increase  to  double  the  amount  in  the. value  of 
the  property,  which  I  tell  you,  gentlemen,  went 
begging  for  $200,000  in  1878?  Where  is  the  wise 
Solon  or  wise  Daniel  come  to  judgment  to  tell  us 
that  property  on  Washington  street  has  doubled 
in  value?  I  say  I  believe  in  every  one  of  the 
principal  assessors  in  that  department.  I  don't 
know  many  of  the  subordinates,  and  1  think  they 
are  perfectly  honest,  but  are  they  perfectly  in- 
fallible, when  they  assess  property  at  from  30  to 
50  per  cent  in  advance,  as  I  oelieve  it  was  demon- 
strated the  other  day  they  did,  at  one  bound?  I 
say  under  those  circumstances  that  those  people 
have  just  cause  for  complaint.  The  trouble  is 
to  find  the  full,  fair  cash  value.  What  is  the 
full,  fair  cash  value?  I  spoke  to  one  of  the 
assessors  today,  not  in  view  of  any  debate  that 
might  arise  tonight,  for  I  didn't  know  this  ques- 
tion was  coming  up.  I  will  say  right  before  you, 
Mr.  President  and  gentlemen  of  the  Council, 
that  the  trouble  with  the  city  of  Boston  under 
its  present  administration— and  I  am  not  talking 
politics  when  I  allude  to  the  present  administra- 
tion— is  that  so  much  money  is  required  to  run 
the  city  government,  and  you  must  have  it,  and 
when  I  allude  to  what  I  am  about  to  say  about 
the  present  chief  executive  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, I  am  not  talking  polities,  and  do  not 
intend  to  be  personal  except  as  a  man 
must  be  personal  in  alluding  to  such  mat- 
ters. When  the  posters  were  on  every  dead 
wall  of  the  city  of  Boston  and  on  every 
fence  that  Mr.  O'Brien's  record  showed  a  tax 
bill  of  $12.70  on  a  thousand,  and  that  was  the 
issue  upon  which  he  went  before  the  people  of 
the  city  of  Boston,  it  ought  to  have  been  stated 
that  it  was  $17.20  instead  of  $12.70.  That  is  what 
the  tax  rate  of  Boston  should  have  been  all 
these  years,  and  not  $12.70  or  $13.20.  There  is 
the  whole  thing  in  a  nutshell.  There  is  where 
the  pinch  comes.  You  must  run  the  city  gov- 
ernment, and  it  takes  money  to  do  it.  You  can- 
not do  it  on  $12.70,  and  you  have  found  it  out. 
How  are  you  going  to  get  over  it?  boom  every- 
thing up,  raise  the  valuation,  and  go  on  record 
as  working  under  a  tax  rate  of  $12.70  or  $13.20,  at 
the  outside.  That  is  economy;  the  ostrich 
sees  no  danger  when  he  sticks  his  head 
in  the  sand.  He  thinks  it  is  all  right, 
and  thinks  to  himself,  "  Now  nothing 
can  hurt  me."  This  is  the  same  game 
over  again.  You  are  going  to  run  the 
city  government  economically,  under  low 
taxation— high  taxation  is  what  it  really  means 
and  amounts  to.  There  was  an  element  mixed 
in  with  these  gentlemen  who  complained  com- 
posed of  men  whom  I  consider  as  interlopers. 
There  were  some  of  them  who  didn't  have  any- 
thing at  stake,  and  who  didn't  amount  to  a  row 
of  beans.  [Laughter.]  They  did  the  most  talk- 
ing; but  the  people  who  called  for  that  meeting 
had  just  reason  for  doing  so,  and  I  will  point 
them  out,  if  you  do  not  already  anticipate  them. 
They  are  the  tenants.  Now,  I  don't  desire  to 
allude  to  Jordan,  Marsh  &  Co.,  John  H.  Pray 
Sons  &  Co.,  E.  H.  White  &  Co.,  or  any  of  those 
people,  but  there  are  a  great  many  people 
on  Washington  street  who.  to  my  certain 
knowledge,  have  worked  20  years  and  have 
nothing  to  show  for  it— all  gone  into  the  pockets 
of  the  landlords,  and  the  marvel  of  it  all  is,  how 
under  the  heavens  do  these  people  pay  the  rent 
and  the  taxes?  The  landlord  doesn't  suffer. 
These  buildings  are  leased,  and  there  is  so  much 
rent  and  taxes,  and  the  landlord  lives  in  France, 
if  you  please,  or  Nahant,  or  runs  away  to  Bever- 
ly, but  the  poor  tenant  is  there  to  bleed  for  the 
rent  and  taxes.  I  say  those  people  have  a  griev- 
ance, and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  city  government 
to  give  them  a  patient  and  respectful  hearing 
and  weigh  every  word  they  have  to  say,  and  it 
there  be  any  wrong,  any  indirection,  any  mis- 
take of  duty,  any  misapprehension  of  what  the 
duty  of  these  assessors  is,  let  us  hear  these  gen- 
tlemen, and  if  they  can  convince  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, and  it  will  have  some  good  effect,  let  them 
proceed.  I  will  say,  in  conclusion,  that  in  my 
humble  judgment  there  is  another  thing  at  the 
bottom  of  this.  It  is  your  eight-hour  system  and 
your  half-holidays.  Every  day  until  Saturday 
our  streets  are  dug  up  right  and  left,  but  at  12 
o'clock  Saturday  the  men  stop.  The  men  had 
better  be  at  work,  in  my  judgment,  and  I  think 
the  men  as  a  rule  had  rather  be  at  work.  That 
is  the  trouble.  Why  not  abolish  labor  two  or 
three  days  in  the  week  and  give  them  several 
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days'  holiday !  I  am  not  going  to  harangue  you 
on  that  point,  but  I  say  it  is  one  of  the  elements 
at  the  bottom  of  this  thing,  just  as  I  have  often 
told  you  before,  until  you  are  heartily  sick  and 
tired  of  it.  That  until  you  abolish  eating  and 
drinking  to  keep  the  soul  and  body  together 
men  will  have  to  work  and  will  have  to  nay 
taxes.  If  you  abolish  the  necessity  for  eating  food, 
you  can  abolish  labor  to  a  considerable  extent, 
but,  as  it  is,  if  you  have  men  work  but  eight 
hours  and  give  them  the  Saturday  half  holiday, 
you  cannot  have  low  taxation.  But  if  you 
abolish  labor  to  a  considerable  extent,  you  are 
going  to  continually  have  costly  expenditures 
going  on,  and  you  are  going  to  have  taxes.  You 
can-  call  the  rate  $12.70  or  §13,20,  but  the  blood 
has  got  to  come.  You  have  got  to  stab  deep 
enough,  and  you  are  doing  it,  and  these  people 
are  beginning  to  feel  that  stab.  They  are  re- 
belling. 'I  his  is  only  the  piping  voice  of  the 
infancy  of  the  complaint,  but  the  time  is  coining 
when  you  will  see  the  thunderbolts  in  the  city 
of  Boston.  It  is  not  Ward  10  alone  that  is 
aroused.  The  whole  city  of  Boston  is  aroused, 
and  I  am  glad  of  it.  Let  us  examine  patiently, 
and,  if  there  is  anything  rotten  in  the  state  of 
Denmark,  and  if  there  be  wrong,  as  I  certainly 
think  is  the  case,  let  us  right  it. 

Mr.  Wahll— The  gentleman  who  has  just 
taken  his  seat  told  us  he  didn't  intend  to  talk 
politics.  Now  I  intend  to  talk  politics  so  far  as 
they  concern  the  matter  under  consideration. 
The  gentleman  has  voiced  what  I  believe  to  be 
the  Keynote  of  this  whole  agitation.  I  believe 
that  the  darkey  in  this  woodpile  is  simply  the 
Republican  party,  striving  to  make  capital 
against  the  Democratic  administration  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  and  I  am  fortified  in  that  belief 
when  I  remember  what  my  genial  and  ever- 
courteous  friend  from  Ward  10  says  and  what  is 
said  by  the  gentleman  who  last  took  his  seat.  In 
one  case  it  was  only  intimated, in  the  other  it  was 
plainly  asserted,  that  the  reason  for  this  increase 
m  valuation  was  this,  that  the  Legislature  had 
come  in  and  limited  our  borrowing  capacity  and 
lowered  our  taxing  ability,  and  the  only  loop- 
hole we  had  left,  with  the  limited  power  at  our 
control,  was  to  boost  up  the  valuation,  and  if  we 
were  prevented  from  getting  $10  on  every  hun- 
dred, we  could  at  least  get  $1  on  a  hundred,  with 
increased  valuation,— that,  like  the  insect  that 
has  become  historical,  we  would  get  there  all  the 
same,  and  if  you  took  as  gospel  truth  what  has 
been  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11.  you 
would  imagine  that  the  valuation  of  the  city  of 
Boston  during  the  present  administration  is 
vastly  ahead  of  what  it  was  in  the  bygone  days, 
when  perhaps  you  would  have  to  get  a  micro- 
scope to  find  a  Democrat  in  City  Hall.  If  the  gen- 
tleman will  turn  to  the  auditor's  report.page  259, 
he  will  find  these  figures.  The  valuation  of  the 
city  of  Boston  in  1875  was  $71)3,961,895;  inl885,dur- 
ing  the  first  year  of  this  iniquitous  Democratic 
administration,  we  so  boosted  up  the  valuation 
of  Boston,  to  get  ahead  of  the  Legislature.that  the 
valuation  of  Boston  in  that  year  was  $682,656,657, 
a  decrease  of  $116,098,393.  Where  is  your  bolster- 
ing-up  process  now?  The  figures  don't  lie.  Here 
in  our  own  auditor's  report,  we  have  the  facts 
that  go  to  show  that  the  Democrats  have  not 
been  putting  up  the  valuation  to  get  a  large 
amount  of  taxes.  We  have  a  valuation  in  1875  of 
$793,000,000,  and  in  1885,  $682,000,000,  in  round 
numbers — sixteen  per  cent  off— and  don't  let  us 
surmise  for  a  moment  that  we  had  low  valua- 
tions because  we  were  new  in  the  government 
and  didn't  know  how  to  pull  the  ropes,  which 
our  wily  predecessors  knew  full  well.  We  were 
in  the  government  last  year,  1886,  and  we  knew 
our  opportunities,  if  we  desired  to  improve  them 
as  is  insinuated  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11, 
and  as  plainly  told  vis  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  10.  In  1876  the  assessed  valuation  of  Bos- 
ton was  $748,996,210 ;  in  1886,  the  second  year  of 
the  present  administration,  the  valuation  was 
$710,621,360.  a  decrease  of  $38,374,850.  I  leave  it 
to  you  as  men  of  common  sense,  is  there  any 
truth  in  this  charge  that  we  have  bolstered  up 
and  inflated  valuations?  What  has  become  of 
all  this  real  estate?  Has  it  taken  unto  itself 
wings  and  flown  away?  Probably  we  would 
account  for  some  of  this  decrease  by  the 
sudden  hegira  which  is  made  annually, 
about  May  1st,  by  men  who  are  not  Demo- 
crats. We  might  account  for  its  decrease 
by  the  exodus  of  Republicans  who  do  not  think 
enough  of  the  city  of  Boston  to  proclaim  it  as 
their  home,  but  fly  to  Beverly-by-the-Sea,  or 


some  English  town,  Nahaut.  Squedunk,  or  God 
knows  where.  [Laughter.]  The  only  question 
before  us  is  this :  have,  these  men  a  just  cause 
for  grievance?  If  so,  let  them  he  heard.  The 
outcry  comes  from  such  influential  gentlemen 
that  I  say  we  owe  it  to  common  decency  to  hear 
them  and  get  at  the  facts.  But  while  we  are 
getting  at  the  facts,  while  we  are  getting  at  a 
thing  which  is  purely  a  matter  of  administra- 
tion, while  we  are  inspecting  the  work  not  of  a 
Democratic  Board  of  Assessors,  but  of  a  Repub- 
lican Board  of  Assessors,  let  us  throw  politics 
aside.  You  will  find  that  every  political  consid- 
eration that  will  be  forced  on  your  attention  is  as 
badly  based  as  the  one  I  have  exploded  tonight. 
If  the  gentlemen  from  Ward  11  and  Ward  9— my 
apologies  to  the  delegation  from  Ward  9,  I  mean 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  9— don't  believe  it  is 
exploded,  theil  I  must  pray,  on  bended  knee, 
that  a  divine  providence,  in  its  all-wise  benefi- 
cence, will  let  the  sunshine  in  upon  benighted 
intellects.    I  have  nothing  further  to  say. 

Mr.  Wilson — I  have  but  two  statements  to 
make  in  regard  to  the  extended  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  7,  which  can  be  under- 
stood by  those  who  read  the  proceedings  in  full, 
and  I  think  that  what  I  may  say  will  cast  a  little 
light  on  what  he  has  said.  In  the  first  place,  he 
claims  that  this  movement  is  a  Republican 
movement  and  a  political  movement.  1  will  re- 
mind him  that  the  movement  originated  with 
Jordan,  Marsh  &  Co.,  as  good  Democrats  and  as 
faithful  friends  of  His  Honor  Mayor  O'Brien  as 
exist  in  the  city.  In  the  second  place  he  has 
called  attention  to  the  decreased  assessment  be- 
tween the  years  1875  and  1SS5.  That  may  be  so, 
but  I  will  remind  the  gentleman  and  the  citi- 
zens of  Boston  that  during  the  past  year  the  as- 
sessments in  the  city  of  Boston  have  been  in- 
creased $37,000,000,  and  in  the  year  before  that 
they  were  increased  $25,000,000,  a  total  increase 
of  $62,000,000,  speaking;  in  round  numbers,  and 
the  lowest  round  numbers.  In  the  four  years 
before  that  they  had  only  increased  $13,000,000. 
Now.  gentlemen,  there  are  some  facts  that  will 
speak  more  as  to  the  present  government  of  the 
city  of  Boston  than  the  figures  of  1875.  It  may 
have  been  that  in  those  days  of  inflation  values 
may  have  gone  up.  It  may  have  been  that  there 
was  more  personal  property  in  the  city  at  that 
time.  I  know  not.  I  regret  to  say  that  I  recog- 
nize the  exodus  from  the  city  of  Boston  of  own- 
ers of  personal  property,  and  I  lament  it,  but  I 
can  truly  say  that  if  the  increased  assessment 
and  increased  taxation  go  on  you  will  have  more 
of  it.  There  is  no  question  about  that.  Men  will 
not  submit  to  be  taxed  more  than  they  feel  is 
their  proportionate  part  of  the  burden  of  the  en- 
tire community. 

Mr.  Whall- May  I  ask  the  gentleman  one 
question,  sir? 

Mi-.  Wilson— Certainly,  sir. 

Mi'.  Whall— Does  the  gentleman  not  know 
that  in  1S74,  1875,  and  1876  the  whole  country  was 
in  a  state  of  depression  and  the  valuations  were 
away  down  low?  Does  he  forget  the  panic  of 
1874? 

Mi-.  Wilson— I  would  beg  the  gentleman  to 
remember  that  inflation  comes  before  panics, 
and  the  last  thing  to  feel  a  panic  is  real  estate. 
The  last  thing  to  move  in  a  Doom  is  real  estate, 
the  last  thing  to  go  is  real  estate,  and  it  is  the 
last  thing  to  come  down.  If  the  years  1875  and 
1876  were  periods  of  depression  for  personal  prop- 
erty, it  was  after  that  that  the  price  tumbled  off 
of  real  estate.  Real  estate  is  the  last  thing  to 
move,  the  slowest  thing  to  go  up  or  come  down. 
Probably  the  depreciations  in  value  between  1875 
and  18S5  are  largely  due  to  that  fact ;  but  the  fact 
remains  that  this  year  the  assessments  have 
been  increased  $37,000,000  and  last  year  $25,000,000, 
a  total  of  oyer  $62,000,000,  when  for  the  four  years 
previous  they  had  been  increased  but  $13,000,000. 

Mi'.  Leart— I  hope  we  will  concur  in  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order  on  the  calendar.  My  own  im- 
pression is  that  perhaps  there  may  be  a  mistake 
on  the  part  of  the  assessors,  and  the  duty  of  the 
taxpayers  was  to  investigate  it  before  going  into 
print.  They  took  a  different  method,  and 
brought  it  before  the  public.  I  remember  that 
at  the  first  part  of  this  year  there  was  a  very 
forcible  illustration  of  the  fact  that  the  asses- 
sors can  make  a  mistake.  In  South  Boston  land 
was  assessed  at  about  15  cents  a  foot,  when  any- 
body possessing  common  sense  would  say  it  was 
surely  worth  75.  In  fact,  it  was  conceded  to  be 
worth  at  least  that  by  a  number  of  the  gentle- 
men  in   this   Council  chamber.    I  am  also  in- 
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formed  that  we  have  an  additional  State  tax  of 
half  a  million.  The  Legislature  has  also 
authorized  several  loans,  the  Court  House  loan, 
the  Stony  hrook  loans,  and  various  others,  and 
that  might  lead  the  assessors  to  put  on  what 
certain  business  men  might  consider  to  be 
an  enormous  tax.  But  I  do  not  agree  with 
the  views  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
11,  and  perhaps  it  is  because  I  am  a  Demo- 
crat that  I  do  not.  I  don't  think  that  the  effect 
of  Saturday  half  holidays  has  anything  at  all,  or 
much  of  anything,  to  do  with  the  question.  A 
private  contractor,  employing  100  men  or  a  less 
number,  can  afford,  on  the  profit  made  on  those 
men,  to  give  them  a  half  holiday  Saturdays. 
Now,  I  have  always  maintained  that  a  rich  cor- 
poration like  the  city  of  Boston  can  much  better 
afford  it  than  a  private  individual,  and  should 
do  it,  and-  we  should  do  it,  only  because 
we  want  to  deal  justly  with  the  laborers 
employed  by  the  city.  That  is  all.  There 
must  be  a  fairness  between  capital  and 
labor,  and  when  a  small  concern  is  willing  to 
grant  such  a  concession  it  is  hardly  to  be  ex- 
pected that  a  rich  corporation  like  the  city  of 
Boston  should  refuse  to  do  it.  I  know  private 
concerns  in  the  city  of  Boston  today  who  are 
more  liberal  with  their  help  than  the  city  of 
Boston,  and  I  don't  believe  any  member  of  the 
Council  should  stand  up,  when  there  is  an  in- 
crease in  the  taxable  valuation  made,  and  blame 
it  on  to  the  laboring  man,  and  charge  anybody 
who  gets  up  and  takes  the  other  side  with  speak- 
ing for  buncomb  and  political  reasons  because 
we  are  drawing  near  election  day.  I  will  say 
that  I  consider  that  giving  the  Saturday  half 
holiday  to  the  workingmen  has  nothing  at  all  to 
do  with  this  question.  I  would  refer  again  to 
the  portion  of  the  mayor's  address,  wherein  he 
said  the  Saturday  half  holidays  were  a  benefit 
to  the  city,  and  that  the  men  worked  better  dur- 
ing the  five  days  and  a  half.  I  think  they  do  my- 
self. The  gentleman  should  look  at  it  in  this 
light.  We  don't  pay  them  as  paupers ;  they  are 
people  earning  for  the  city  a  large  amount  of 
money.  We  gain  by  every  street  that  they  lay 
out.  In  every  new  district  where  there  is  a 
street  built,  we  are  the  gainers  by  taxable  prop- 
erty being  placed  on  that  street,  and  we  get  a 
good  return  for  the  money  we  spend  in  that  di- 
rection. Hiring  a  great  many  people,  we  can 
afford  to  be  a  great  deal  more  liberal  than  a  pri- 
vate individual  or  a  large  corporation,  because 
we  are  one  of  the  largest,  and  I  think  that  is  the 
consideration  gentlemen  should  act  on,  and  not 

fet  up  in  this  way  and  blame  a  matter  of  this 
ind  on  to  the  laborers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  R.  Sullivan  it  was  voted  that 
debate  be  now  closed. 

The  Council  concurred  in  the  reference  with 
instructions.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  recon- 
sider; lost. 

Mr.  Blume,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 
offered  an  order— That  the  use  of  the  Council 
chamber  be  allowed  to  the  Committee  on  Asses- 
sors' Department  for  the  purpose  of  a  public 
hearing  on  the  question  of  alleged  excessive 
taxation  of  property  in  certain  sections  of  the 
city. 

Read  twice  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  amend  by  inserting 
"when  not  required  for  meetings  of  the  Common 
Council."  Mr.  Blume  accepted  the  amendment, 
and  the  order  as  amended  was  passed.  Mr. 
Frost  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fowler  Nos.  2  and  3  were 
considered  together,  viz. : 

2.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  recom- 
mending reference  to  the  Committee  on  Paving 
for  settlement  of  the  petition  of  George  1. 
Angell  for  compensation  for  damage  to  his 
property,  2  I  >immock  street,  caused  by  blasting. 

3.  Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  recom- 
mending reference  to  the  Committee  on  Paving 
(Aldermen)  of  the  communication  from  the 
Board  of  Police,  asking  for  an  additional  parcel 
of  land  for  police  station  estate  on  Boylston 
s!  reel. 

Severally  accepted,  and  said  references  or- 
dered in  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sawyer  Nos.  4  to  9,  inclusive, 
were  acted  on  together,  viz. : 

4.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  leave  to 
withdraw  on  petition  of  George  W.  Rhodes  for 
compensation  for  personal  injuries  received  by 
lulling  on  a  public  highway. 


5.  Report  of  the  same  committee,  leave  to 
withdraw  on  petition  of  Mary  Noonan  for  com- 
pensation for  damage  to  her  property  by  acts  of 
city  employees  in  making  repairs  or  improve- 
ments on  Stony  brook. 

6.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Patrick  O'Brien  to  be  com- 
pensated for  damage  to  his  house,  243  Cabot 
street,  caused  by  acts  of  city  employees  Aug.  25 
last. 

7.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  C.  A.  Whittemore  to  be  paid 
for  two  lawn  mowers  furnished  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Common,  etc.,  in  1883. 

8.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  no  action 
necessary  on  the  order  requesting  the  city  audi- 
tor to  transfer  to  the  appropriation  for  East  Bos- 
ton ferries  a  sum  sufficient  to  meet  the  judg- 
ment of  court  for  Lincoln-wharf  damages,  as  the 
claim  has  been  adjusted. 

9.  Report  of  same  committee,  asking  to  be  re- 
lieved from  further  consideration  of  the  subject 
of  providing  $500  for  supplies  for  the  physical 
laboratory  in  the  Girls'  High  School,  as  the  mat- 
ter is  believed  to  be  within  the  province  of  the 
School  Committee. 

Reports  severally  accepted  in  concurrence. 

POWERS  OF    THE  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Whitmore  called  up  past  assignment  No. 
19,  viz. : 

19.  Order  for  the  president  of  this  body  to  pe- 
tition the  Legislature  for  such  alteration  of  the 
statutes  as  shall  transfer  to  the  City  Council  all 
the  powers  now  exercised  by  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men as  County  Commissioners,  surveyors  of 
highways,  or  by  any  special  acts  affecting  in  any 
way  the  control  of  the  public  highways  in  Bos- 
ton. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr  Whitmore — I  move  to  insert  after  the 
words  "surveyors  of  highways"  the  words  "or  as 
successors  of  the  selectmen  of  Boston."  My  rea- 
son is  that  this  exact  order  was  brought  forward 
in  1881  (printed  document  154)  and  at  that  time  it 
was  drawn  up  by  President  Bailey  of  the  Com- 
mon Council,  and  he  used  those  words  which 
have  a  meaning  and  have  their  value  in  the 
order.  For  that  reason  I  thought  it  was  better 
to  follow  the  old  precedent.  Imove  to  amend 
the  order  by  putting  in  those  words. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  ques- 
tion came  upon  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  McNary— -I  for  one  do  not  see  the  value 
or  necessity  for  passing  this  order  at  the  present 
time.  Here  we  are  almost  six  months  from  the 
time  the  Legislature  meets— four  months  at  least 
from  the  time  the  Legislature  meets— and  I  can- 
not see  why  we  should  pass  this  order  at  the 
present  time,  when  the  Legislature  is  not  going 
to  meet,  and  when  the  facts  are  not  before  us. 
If  it  is  advisable  to  have  this  thing  done  we  will 
know  better  as  to  public  feeling  when  the  Legis- 
lature meets.  As  I  understand  it  orders  of  a 
similar  nature  have  been  brought  before  the 
Legislature  annually  by  the  Common  Council, 
and  also  that  orders  and  requests  of  a  similar  na- 
ture have  been  introduced  inlo  the  Legislature 
by  members;  but  instead  of  conferring  upon  the 
Common  Council  increased  powers,  the  Legisla- 
ture has  taken  away  the  greater  part  of  the  pow- 
ers we  formerly  enjoyed.  I  also  wish  to  point 
out  the  fact  that  the  powers  now  enjoyed  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  are  not  enjoyed  by  any 
Board  of  Aldermen  or  Common  Council  in  this 
Commonwealth,  and  are  only  specially  enjoyed 
by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  because  Boston  hap- 
pens to  include  the  city  of  Chelsea  and  one  or 
two  towns  in  the  county  of  Suffolk.  1  say,  Mr. 
President,  it  is  the  height  of  folly  to  suppose 
that  the  Legislature  will  grant  us  any  such  pow- 
ers even  to  the  slightest  jot  or  tittle.  I  believe 
we  might  go  knocking  at  the  doors  of  the  Legis- 
jature  until  doomsday  without  getting  any  of 
the  powers  asked  for  in  this  petition.  If  there 
was  the  sjightest  chance  of  getting  these  powers 
I  should  favor  the  order.  I  would  be  in  favor  of 
getting  all  the  powers  we  can.  But  there  is  not 
the  slightest  chance  of  getting  them.  I  think 
that  instead  of  voting  to  grant  such  a  petition  as 
this,  and  instead  of  granting  us  increased  re- 
sponsibility, I  am  afraid  it  would  seriously  open 
up  the  question  in  the  Legislature  as  to  whether 
it  would  not  be  better  to  abolish  the  Common 
Council  altogether.  This  year!  was  a  member 
of  a  committee  that  was  sent  to  the  Legislature, 
and  while  there,  as  I  can  call  to  the  attention  of 
members   of   the   Common  Council  present,  re- 
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marks  most  derogatory  to  the  Common  Council 
were  made  by  members  of  the  committee  and 
by  counsel  present,  and.  sir,  it  was  intimated 
most  strongly -that  the  reputation  enjoyed  by 
the  Common  Council  at  the  State  House  was 
such  that  if  the  feeling  was  sufficiently 
stirred  up  it  would  not  take  much  to  secure  a 
vote  there  to  abolish  the  Council.  I  do  not  think 
the  composition  of  the  next  Legislature  will  be 
different  from  that  of  the  last  one,  or  that  there 
will  be  any  less  disposition  to  deprive  us  of  some 
of  our  powers  and  privileges.  For  that  reason  I 
cannot  see  the  slightest  reason  for  offering  this 
petition  at  the  present  time.  Next  year,  after 
the  Legislature  has  convened,  and  when  we 
shall  know  the  composition  and  temper  of  that 
body,  if  we  see  that  there  is  a  chance  to  obtain, 
or  that  there  is  a  disposition  to  give  the  Com- 
mon Council  more  rights,  then,  in  my  opinion, 
will  be  the  time  to  make  a  petition  of  this  sort 
and  not  the  present  time.  I  should  not  be  sur- 
prised if  there  was  something  behind  this  peti- 
tion not  shown  by  the  petition  itself — some  dis- 
position to  interfere  with  affairs  not  properly 
presented  at  this  time,  and  that  the  petition  will 
be  followed  by  something  more  definite  and  of  a 
more  promising  character.  We  all  know  that  a 
special  meeting  of  this  Council  was  called  some 
time  ago  to  take  action  upon  some  other  matter, 
and  at  that  time  something  was  to  have  been 
sprung  upon  us.  Now,  sir,  it  is  a  matter  of 
serious  complaint  about  the  way  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  have  allowed  the  streets  to  be  torn  up, 
and  have  allowed  pipes  to  be  laid.  To  my  mind 
the  thing  has  been  carried  too  far  in  certain 
directions,  and  too  much  of  it  has  been  done  at 
one  time.  But  I  do  not  think  the  remedy  lies  in 
giving  the  Common  Council  increased  powers, 
or  in  sharing  with  the  Council  the  exclusive 
powers  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  The  remedy 
is  in  providing  some  broad,  comprehensive  plan 
by  which  the  various  companies  will  put  con- 
ductors or  aqueducts  under  ground,  and  the 
various  companies  will  pay  the  city  of  Boston 
something  for  the  privileges  they  receive  from 
the  city,  and  not  in  granting  increased  powers 
to  the  Common  Council.  I  do  not  know  whether 
that  is  behind  this  petition  or  not,  of  whether 
it  is  the  intention  of  the  people  who 
wish  to  have  us  enjoy  these  additional  privi- 
leges to  take  some  measures  to  stop  the  opening 
of  the  streets  or  not,  but  I  have  received  an  inti- 
mation that  that  is  the  case  and  that  is  the  idea. 
I  ask  you,  gentlemen,  in  all  sober  common  sense, 
if  a  large  majority  of  you  do  not  believe  as  I  do 
in  regard  to  this  matter?  If  so,  then  what  sense 
is  there  in  our  petitioning  for  rights  which  we 
know  positively  well  we  never  can  get?  What 
sense  is  there  in  going  to  the  Legislature  and 
making  ourselves  ridiculous  in  the  eyes  of  the 
citizens  of  Boston  and  the  Legislature  by  pe- 
tioning  for  rights  which  everybody  knows 
we  cannot  get.  But  if  there  is  something 
behind  it,  and  if  we  are  going  to  gain  anything 
else  by  presenting  this  petition,  and  that  some- 
thing is  stated  before  us  tonight,  and  it  com- 
mends itself  to  my  judgment,  I  may  vote  for  it ; 
but  if  not,  I  shall  vote  against  it,  while  at  the 
same  time  I  should  like  to  see  the  Common 
Council  enjoy  all  the  privileges  and  powers  it 
can  get.  For  that  reason,  in  order  to  put  the 
matter  upon  a  proper  phase,  I  move  to  indefi- 
nitely postpone  the  order. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Mr.  President,  if  a  stranger 
had  dropped  into  this  Council  in  utter  oblivious- 
ness of  the  time  of  the  year,  there  have 
been  two  speeches — the  one  just  made  being  one 
— which  would  have  convinced  him  that  we  are 
getting  very  near  election  time,  and  that  some 
gentlemen  had  got  to  make  speeches  for  very 
curious  constituencies.  Now  I  rise  to  state  two 
things  to  begin  with :  in  the  first  place,  there 
has  been  nothing  sudden  about  this  matter;  it 
was  introduced  about  four  weeks  or  more  ago, 
and  has  laid  on  the  calendar  since  then  for  eve- 
rybody to  see.  In  the  second  place,  when  the 
gentleman  talks  about  the  impropriety  of  tak- 
ing this  petition  to  the  Legislature  so  long  be- 
fore that  body  meets,  his  logic  is  as  bad  as  his 
arithmetic.  It  is  not  six  months,  it  is  only  a 
little  over  two  months,  when  the  Legislature 
will  be  in  session.  When  the  gentleman  talks 
about  leaving  it  until  next  year,  he  knows  per- 
fectly well  that  it  is  impossible  to  get  a  measure 
of  this  kind  before  a  new  city  government,  and 
considered  by  them,  and  carried  up  to  the 
Legislature  before  new  matters  are  shut  out. 
Now  I  was  at  a  loss  very  much  at  the  beginning 


—and  forgetting  the  time  of  the  year— to  know 
wny  the  gentleman  made  this  rabid  attack  upon 
me,  and  said  there  was  something  behind  this 
that  was  not  known.  I  challenge  the  gentleman 
to  produce  one  fact  to  show  that  this  order  is  not 
what  it  purports  to  be  on  the  face  of  it.  I  stated 
that  this  motion  had  been  made  every  year  and 
year  after  year.  It  has  been  made  by  Republi- 
cans as  well  as  Democrats.  Very  fortunately  I 
have  on  my  desk  one  of  the  petitions  drawn  up 
by  my  friend  Andrew  J.  Bailey,  who  was  then 
president  of  the  Council.  He  prepared  it  as 
carrying  out  the  idea  as  to  what  the  Common 
Council  needed  at  that  time,  and  that  is  what 
they  have  gone  up  and  asked  for  year  after  year. 
Although  it  may  be  true  that  successive  parti- 
san Republican  committees  have  refused  to  do 
us  justice,  I  think  it  is  also  true  that  we  may  not 

fet  justice  clone  until  we  have  Democrats  of  a 
ifferent  stripe  from  those  who  oppose  this 
measure  up  there.  But  when  we  do  get  per- 
sons up  there  who  are  willing  to  look  at  the 
wants  and  requirements  of  the  city  gov- 
ernment without  regard  to  politics,  with- 
out regard  to  elections,  they  will  see  that 
these  are  proper  petitions  that  have  gone  up  and 
have  been  asked  for,  year  after  year,  by  Repub- 
licans as  well  as  Democrats  representing  the 
Common  Council.  What  is  it  we  -ask  for?  The 
gentleman  says  that  in  no  other  city  has  such 
powers  enjoyed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  been 
given  to  a  Common  Council.  Well,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, there  is  no  other  city  in  New  England  that 
is  tied  hand  and  foot  as  the  city  of  Boston  is. 
When  the  Board  of  Aldermen  were  the  govern- 
ing power,  when  the  old  theory  of  the  Boston 
city  charter  was  carried  out.  it  was  perhaps 
proper  that  they  should  have  these  powers  ex- 
clusively. But  when  the  Republicans,  with 
their  quondam  allies,  take  away  the  executive 
powers  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  decide 
that  all  they  shall  have  are  judicial  powers, 
and  all  they  shall  do  is  by  vote  or  order, 
which  somebody  else  is  to  carry  out,  then, 
sir,  I  say  we  can  claim  that  the  City  Coun- 
cil is  better  as  a  deliberative  body  than  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  alone.  And,  sir,  what  has 
happened  since  this  change  in  the  powers  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen?  We  have  seen  our  streets 
torn  up  by  a  clique  which  the  gentleman  gets  up 
to  defend.  We  look  at  it  and  can  do  nothing  to 
remedy  it.  Why?  Because  in  the  Legislature 
of  1879  somebody  carried  through  a  law  by 
which  streets  may  be  torn  up  by  consent  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  for  the  laying  of  gas  and  hot- 
water  pipes.  You  may  look  today  and  you  will 
not  find  that  law  in  the  Public  Statutes,  because 
it  is  not  indexed ;  and  you  will  not  find  anything 
about  hot  water  pipes.  What  is  the  result? 
There  is  the  Legislature  which  puts  it  in  the 
hands  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  pass  upon  a 
judicial  matter  and  to  decide  alone  whether  it 
is  desirable  to  dig  up  certain  streets  for  a  certain 
purpose.  I  say  that  an  executive  act  of  that 
kind,  requiring  of  such  an  important  character, 
and  so  vitally  affecting  the  comfort  and  conven- 
ience of  the  public,  should  require  not  merely  the 
consent  of  three  men,  or  of  seven  men,  but 
should  be  deliberated  upon,  and  can  be  better 
passed  upon  by  a  large  body  than  by  a  board  of  12 
men.  I  say  I  do  not  care  if  a  knot  of  archangels 
should  sit  down  there,  there  would  be  combina- 
tions, perhaps  innocent,  which  would  prevent 
the  fair  consideration  of  measures  that  would 
come  before  them.  It  is  for  that  reason  that  for 
the  last  seven  years  the  Common  Council  has 
taken  up  this  measure  and  recommended  it.  It 
is  a  measure  entirely  distinct  from  party,  but  is 
simply  for  the  purpose  of  having  a  judicial  mea- 
sure of  the  kind  I  have  mentioned  considered  by 
the  Common  Council  and  Board  of  Aldermen 
concurrently  instead  of  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
alone.  Take  another  case :  One  of  their  powers 
is  to  change  grades  of  streets.  Now  here  we  have 
passed  an  order  to  lay  out  a  street  50  feet  wide, 
and  the  cost  of  that  is  estimated.  The  Street 
Commissioners  say  they  can  figure  it  up.  The 
Board  of  Aldermen,  instead  of  altering  the  grade, 
may  make  it  flat  as  my  hand,  or  turn  the  slope 
in  another  direction,  and  thus  render  the  city 
liable  for  thousands  of  dollars ;  and  they  can  do 
that  by  a  bare  majority  vote.  Now  I  say  that  is 
one  thing  that  ought  to  come  before  both 
branches  of  the  City  Council.  I  would  go  fur- 
ther and  say  that  such  changes  should  not  be 
done  without  a  two-thirds  vote.  No  man  will 
deny,  and  I  do  not  say  it  to  flatter  the  Common 
Council,  that  matters  are  well  ventilated  and 
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discussed  here  as  they  can  never  be  and  never 
will  be  by  a  small  body  of  12  men.  I  do  not  care 
liow  the  parties  are  divided,  or  on  which 
side  the  majority  may  be,  I  say  it  is  im- 
possible to  buy  up  32  or  3o  men.  I  never 
saw  the  time  yet  when  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  State  or  nation  was  personally 
corrupt.  I  never  knew  the  time  when  there 
were  not  grave  rumors  about  the  conduct  of  a 
very  small  select  body,  whether  city,  State  or 
national.  I  say  that  in  the  interest  of  good  gov- 
ernment, we  as  the  Common  Council  of  72  mem- 
bers, representing  every  ward  in  the  eity,  ought 
to  bring  this  matter  before  the  Legislature.  It 
lias  been  shut  out  by  petty  cabals  heretofore.  It 
has  been  shut  out  because  some  men  thought 
there  was  something  behind  the  proposed  legis- 
lation. The  case  has  never  been  met  by  fair 
argument  in  the  Legislature.  Yet  it  has  been 
favored  by  both  Republicans  and  Democrats.  I 
have  offered  this  measure  and,  challenge  the 
gentleman  to  show  that  there  is  anything  be- 
hind it.  I  offer  it  as  an  aid  to  the  citizens  of 
Boston  to  have  good  government  irrespective  of 
party.  I  say  that  whenever  you  do  anything  to 
affect  the  streets  of  Boston,  let  the  Common 
Council  have  a  chance  to  discuss  it,  and  then  all 
these  mere  cabals,  organized  for  the  mere  pur- 
pose of  making  money  out  of  the  city,  will  dis- 
appear, because  they  cannot  face  the  light  of  an 
investigation  by  72  councilmen  in  this  chamber. 
Mr.  McNaky— It  is  a  great  pity  that  the  argu- 
ments made  by  the  gentleman  have  not  suc- 
ceeded in  convincing  committees  at  the  State 
House  that  these  changes  are  desirable  or 
proper.  As  he  tells  us,  year  after  year  this  mat- 
ter has  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
Legislature  and  petitions  have  been  sent  in  for 
it,  and  yet  the  proposed  changes  have  never 
been  made.  He  is  asking  for  rights  which  the 
Common  Couneil  never  has  enjoyed,  and  which 
I  believe  they  never  will  enjoy.  I  will  quite 
agree  with  him  that  the  consideration  by  72 
men  of  questions  in  regard  to  the  streets  and  in 
regard  to  other  things  would  be  much  less  apt 
to  lead  to  a  corrupt  transaction  of  business  than 
the  consideration  of  those  questions  by  12  men 
alone.  But  as  the  gentleman  has  himself 
confessed  that  this  matter  has  met  with 
failure  again  and  again,  I  would  like 
to  know  on  what  grounds  he  wants  the 
Council  to  go  up  once  more  and  be  kicked 
out  again.  He  knows,  as  you  all  know,  that  we 
will  be  treated  exactly  as  we  have  been  treated 
in  the  past.  He  knows  that  no  such  powers  will 
be  granted  to  us  under  any  conceivable  circum- 
stances. I  also  question  whether  this  petition 
will  carry  any  effect  with  it  whatsoever.  I  can- 
not see,  for  the  life  of  me,  how  this  Common 
Council  can  ask  its  president  to  petition  the 
next  Legislature  for  certain  powers  and  priv- 
ileges. How  can  we  direct  our  present  presi- 
dent, who  is  President  of  the  Council  this  year, 
but  who  next  year  may  be  elected  to  some  po- 
sition entirely  distinct  and  opposite,  to  appear 
before  the  Legislature  in  any  such  way  as  is 
contemplated  in  this  order'?  How  can  this 
Council  bind  the  President  of  the  next  Common 
Council  to  do  anything  of  the  kind,  or  how  can 
the  vote  of  this  Councilpassed  tonight  bind  the 
president  of  the  next  Common  Council  to  go  up 
there  and  petition  for  the  changes  suggested? 
I  don't  believe  it  would  have  any  binding  effect 
upon  him  whatsoever.  I  cannot  see,  while  we 
have  the  right  to  make  this  request  at  the  pres- 
ent time  how  we  can  bind  the  next  Common 
Council  to  abide  by  our  vote  tonight.  I  think 
that  the  animus  of  the  order  at  the  present 
time  is  aimed  at  the  opening  up  of  the  streets. 
I  think  also  that  the  opening  of  the  streets  has 
been  carried  too  far  in  many  directions.  I  think 
too  much  of  it  has  been  done  at  one  time,  and  it 
has  been  pursued  with  lack  of  judgment  I 
think  also,  that  valuable  privileges  and  valua- 
ble franchises,  as  I  have  frequently  said  upon 
the  floor  of  this  Council,  should  be  paid  for,  and 
money  should  be  received  from  this  course  by 
the  city  of  Boston,  but  I  don't  believe  that  any 
plan  whereby  we  would  divide  with  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  the  powers  they  now  enjoy  would  re- 
sult in  any  such  sum  of  money  being  received 
by  the  city  of  Boston.  It  might  result  in 
money  being  received  by  somebody  else— by 
lobbyists,  for  aiding  these  matters  through.  But 
the  only  way  that  I  can  see  that  this  matter  of 
opening  up  the  streets  and  granting  valuable 
rights  and  franchises  in  the  streets  to  corpora- 
tions can  be  regulated,  is  by  the  statute  law  of 


the  State.  We  all  know  that  by  the  statute  law  of 
the  State  we  can  get  money  from  horse  railroads 
who  want  a  franchise  in  the  streets  of  the  city 
of  Boston.  In  my  own  opinion,  the  way  to  reach 
this  matter  of  opening  up  the  streets  and  grant- 
ing these  valuable  privileges  will  be  reached 
through  the  adoption  of  some  broad,  compre- 
hensive plan,  such  as  the  building  of  a  sub- way, 
in  which  all  these  companies  will  have  to  lay 
their  pipes,  mams,  conductors,  conduits,  or 
whatever  they  may  have,  and  pay  the  city  so 
much  for  the  privilege.  That  is  the  way  the 
solution  will  be  reached,  and  if  we  petition 
the  Legislature  in  such  a  way  as  that  it  will 
be  the  proper  way  to  do  it  and  the  proper  method 
to  employ.  The  gentleman  in  all  his  argument 
has  not  stated  that  he  thinks  the  Legislature 
will  grant  any  such  cowers.  He  has  not  stated, 
that  it  will  go  any  further  in  the  Legislature 
than  it  has  gone  in  the  past.  I  don't  believe  my- 
self it  will.  The  gentleman  says  I  make  a  mis- 
take in  my  arithmetic.  He  knows  as  well  as  I 
do  that  if  this  order  is  passed  tonight  it  will  cer- 
tainly not  be  considered  for  at  least  four  months, 
as  they  do  not  meet  until  the  first  of  January, 
and  it  will  not  come  before  them  for  at  least  two 
months  afterwards,  and  the  probability  is  that 
it  will  not  be  acted  upon  for  six  months  after 
the  present  time.  Therefore,  I  don't  think  my 
arithmetic  is  very  faulty,  under  the  circum- 
stances. I  can  see  no  sense  in  doing  this  thing 
tonight.  It  may  be  a  good  thing  to  declare  that 
the  members  of  the  Common  Council  ought  to 
enjoy  greater  powers.  If  that  is  the  only  reason 
why  this  is  offered,  well  and  good :  pass  it.  But 
do  not  pass  it  under  the  idea  that  you  are  going 
to  get  greater  powers  very  soon,  because  you 
will  fail  to  do  anything  of  the  kind.  Therefore, 
I  move  that  the  matter  be  indefinitely  post 
poned,  and  let  the  next  Council  deal  with  its 
own  chicken. 

Mr.  Whall— As  regards  the  objection  raised 
by  the  gentleman  that  our  honored  president 
may  not  occupy  that  position  next  year,  and 
that  we  would  be  directing  an  officer  to  perform 
a  duty  when  he  does  not  occupy  the  office,  and 
it  is  beyond  his  control,  I  have  only  to  say  this : 
Personally  I  haven't  much  doubt  that  such  of 
us  as  are  here  will  bow  to  the  rulings  of  the 
present  president  next  year ;  but  that  is  some- 
thing we  have  nothing  to  do  with.  Providence 
will  have  to  do  with  that.  Suppose  our  present 
president  is  not  here,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent 
him  from  doing  what  hispredecessors  have  done 
time  and  time  again.  Wben  they  receive  an 
instruction  of  this  kind  from  the  Council,  a  pe- 
tition is  immediately  filed  in  the  office  of  the 
secretary  of  state,  and  it  comes  up  in  its  actual 
order  when  business  is  referred  to  the  different 
committees.    I  think  the  reason  given  by  the 

fentlemaii  that  we  cannot  receive  anything 
roni  the  Legislature  in  this  regard,  should  not 
prevent  us  from  passing  this  tonight.  I  look 
upon  it  merely  as  a  declaration  of  principle,  a 
declaration  of  our  position.  I  don't  think  there 
is  any  politics  behind  this.  I  don't  think  there 
is  anything  in  the  measure  that  we  cannot  see  at 
first  blush.  He  who  runs  may  read  the  whole 
affair.  I  believe,  and  the  sentiment  is  growing 
throughout  the  community,  irrespective  of  party 
affiliations,  that  the  time  is  coming,  from  the 
developments  which  we  have  seen  in  other  cities, 
notably  New  York,  and  as  shown  by  the  muttered, 
dissatisfaction  which  we  are  commencing  to  hear 
in  our  own  city,  when  these  important  questions 
will  not  be  left  to  the  say-so  of  a  majority  of  mere- 
ly seven  men  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  I  think 
in  these  days  of  gigantic  corporations  we  are  ex- 
pecting too  much  of  human  nature  as  it  unfor- 
nately  exists  to  imagine  that  when  measures  of 
momentous  importance  are  presented  to  small 
bodies,  composed  as  our  Board  of  Aldermen  is 
composed,  that  they  will  receive  the  considera- 
tion and  the  unbiased  deliberation  which  the 
importance  of  these  measures  demands.  I  be- 
lieve there  is  a  danger  in  allowing  the  rights  of 
citizens  to  be  controlled  by  a  set  of  men.  There 
are  important  measures  coming  before  the 
City  Council  of  the  city  of  Boston,  and  I  believe 
the  plan  for  safety  is  to  spread  out  the  power. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  12  hit  the  nail 
squarely  on  the  head.  Gigantic  corporations 
have,  before  now,  been  known  to  be  able  to 
control  seven,  10  and  12  men.  The  boodle 
trials  in  New  York  have  demonstrated  that  fact. 
Does  anybody  suppose  that  if  in  the  New  York 
municipal  government  there  had  been  a  body 
analogous  to  the  Common  Council  of  the  city  of 
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Boston,  and  that  body  had  a  voiee  in  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  Broadway  railway  charter,  Jacob 
Sbarp  could  have  gotten  all  the  votes  he  did, 
and  in  a  suddenly-called  meeting-  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  have  wrested  from  the  city  of  New 
York  a  chartered  privilege  worth  millions  and 
millions  of  dollars?  It  isn't  common  sense,  and 
through  you,  Mr.  President,  1  wish  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  members  to  the  fact  that  they 
should  look  upon  this  question  irrespective  of 
party  lines.  Tonight  I  am  not  making  any  in- 
sinuations against  the  present  Board  of  Alder- 
men, but,  as  the  gentleman  has  said,  in  regard  to 
all  small  bodies  there  has  always  been  at  least 
muttered  suspicion.  Spread  out  the  power 
and  let  every  corporation,  whether  it  be 
the  West  End,  Suburban  or  any  other 
great  concern  which  wishes  rights  from  the 
municipality  of  Boston,  come  in  and  let 
the  daylight  stream  in  upon  their  demands.  Let 
the  people  know  what  they  want.  We  know 
that  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  so  much  business 
has  to  be  compressed  into  a  small  space  of  time 
that  all  matters  cannot  be  ventilated.  A  salary 
bill  may  be  introduced  into  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, and,  although  members  may  be  utterly  op- 
posed to  the  increase  of  a  particiilar  salary,  still 
the  bill  rushes  through.  They  haven't  time  to 
consider  it,  or.  at  least,  they  think  they  haven't 
time,  but  for  these  valuable  rights  which  are  be- 
ing given  to  large  corporations,  the  right  to  dig 
up  our  streets  and  the  right  to  create  a  public 
nuisance,  if  the  concurrent  action  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  is  required  you  will  not  have  so 
many  demands,  in  the  first  place,  and  the  proba- 
bilities are  that  the  public  at  large  cannot  say, 
with  any  degree  of  justice,  that  any  permit 
granted  is  granted  for  reasons  that  need  not  be 
mentioned,  but  which  are  apart  from  the  con- 
sideration of  the  public  good.  I  move  the 
previous  question. 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

The  order  was  declared  passed.  Air.  McNary 
doubted  the  vote,  the  Council  was  divided,  21  in 
favor  and  7  against,  and  the  order  was  declared 
passed.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider; 
lost. 

Mr.  Whall  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN— RE- 
SUMED. 

10.  Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and 
orders  authorizing  the  releasing  of  one  of  the 
conditions,  and  changing  the  others  to  restric- 
tions, in  a  deed  from  the  city  of  an  estate,  792 
Tremont  street,  now  the  property  of  Wilhelmina 
Stahl. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 
Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

11.  Report  of  same  committee,  and  order  au- 
thorizing the  sale  at  public  auction  of  the  city 
land  on  east  side  of  N  street,  between  East  Sec- 
ond and  East  Third  streets,  South  Boston  (about 
25,000  square  feet),  the  proceeds  to  be  used  for 
decreasing  the  city  debt. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  to  amend  the  order  by 
striking  out  the  words  "for  decreasing  the  city 
debt,"  and  inserting  "the  reserved  fund."  The 
reason  is  that  the  ordinance  says  that  unless 
otherwise  ordered  the  proceeds  of  sales  shall  go 
for  decreasing  the  city  debt.  I  think  that  at 
this  time  particularly,  before  we  apply  money 
■unnecessarily  for  the  extinction  of  the  public 
debt,  we  should  see  that  we' will  not  need  it 
before  the  year  is  out.  By  putting  it  into  the 
reserve  fund  it  is  a  perfectly  safe  place  and  re- 
quires a  two  thirds  vote  to  spend  any  of  it,  and 
at  the  end  of  the  year  if  any  is  left  it  will  go  to 
the  Sinking  Fund  Commissioners  for  the  ex- 
tinction of  the  debt.  I  move  to  make  that 
amendment. . 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  lifc  e  some  information  in 
regard  to  the  order  and  why  it  is  thought  ad- 
visable to  sell  this  land  on  what  is  recognized  as 
a  falling  market  for  vacant  land? 

Mr.  Wilson— My  best  recollection  of  the  facts 
in  this  case  is  that  the  Street  Commissioners 
have  at  their  disposal  a  small  parcel  of  land  in 
that  section  of  the  city,  for  a  portion  of  which 
they  have  already  received  a  very  satisfactory 
offer  from  a  person  who  desires  to  build.  They 
believe  that  if  the  other  portions  of  the  entire 
lot  be  put  up  at  auction  at  the  same  time,  a  bet- 
ter price  even  than  tha  t  offered,  and  which  they 
think  is  satisfactory,  will  be  obtained.  At  any 
rate,  they  will  not  sell  it  unless  the  offer  is  better 
than  the  one  they  now  think  satisfactory.    If 


the  whole  property  is  put  up  they  believe  it-can 
he  advantageously  disposed  of  and  become  tax- 
able. A  satisfactory  offer  having  been  made  to 
the  Street  Commissioners,  the  committee 
thought  it  best  to  reccommend  the  sale  and 
let  theproperty  become  taxable. 

Mr.  Whitniore's  amendment  was  adopted,  and 
the  order  as  amended  was  passed.  Mr.  Wilson 
moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

12.  Report  of  Committee  on  Department  for 
Inspection  of  Buildings,  and  orders  for  the  issue 
of  a  permit  to  James  H.  Waite  to  errect  a  wooden 
addition  to  building  218  Dudley  street,  Ward  20, 
to  be  used  for  storage  of  wagons. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 
Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

13.  Adherence  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  its 
former  vote  (accepting  and  referring  accord- 
ingly) on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  recommending  reference  to  the  Board 
of  Police,  for  favorable  action,  of  the  mayor's 
message  transmitting  a  communication  from 
the  Bostonian  Society  asking  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  night  watchman  at  the  Old  State 
House. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  to  refer  the  matter  to 
the  Judiciary  Committee.  The  reason  for  my 
making  that  motion  is  this :  When  this  matter 
came  up,  we  substituted  a  bill  for  the  leave  to 
withdraw.  In  other  words,  the  Council  decided 
that  we  ought  to  have  a  watchman  down  there, 
and  that  the  Department  for  Public  Buildings 
ought  to  furnish  one.  To  my  great  astonish- 
ment, one  of  the  committee  in  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  treated  this  matter  in  a  very  jocose 
way,  and  suggested  that  of  course  the  Board  of 
Police  would  do  it.  Now.  so  far  as  my  opinion 
goes,  and  it  is  just  as  good  as  the  alderman's,  the 
Board  of  Police  will  not  do  it.  They  said  so  in- 
formally, and  I  believe  they  meant  it.  But  the 
only  opportunity  to  find  out,  owing  to  the  action 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  is  this :  To  have  it  re- 
ferred to  the  Judiciary  Committee  to  find  out 
from  the  Board  of  Police  whether  they  will  do 
it.  The  committee  can  then  report  at  the  next 
meeting  and  say  what  the  Board  of  Police  will 
do.  I  know  of  no  other  way  of  getting  at  it  so 
definitely  as  that.  I  move  to  refer  to  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee,  with  instructions  to  ascer- 
tain whether  or  not  the  Board  of  Police  will  fur- 
nish a  watchman  at  their  own  expense. 

The  subject  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Judiciary  with  instructions.  Mr.  Whitmore 
moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

Mr.  Ladd  moved  that  Nos.  14  and  15  be  taken 
up  together,  as  he  wished  to  make  a  motion  on 
both  of  them. 

The  Chair— There  are  different  endorsements 
on  the  papers,  and  they  cannot  well  be  consid- 
ered at  the  same  time. 

14.  Report  of  Committee  on  Laying  out  and 
.  Widening  Streets,  that  the  order  requesting  the 

Street  Commissioners  to  take  land  for  the  wid- 
ening iof  Beacon  street  (referred  June  23  last) 
ought  to  pass. 

Mr.  Ladd — As  the  only  objection  here  to  pass- 
ing this  order  was  the  lack  of  funds,  and  as  it 
commended  itself  to  everybody  who  investi- 
gated the  subject,  I  feel  that  the  best  action  for 
us  to  take  at  the  present  time  is  to  lay  the  mat- 
ter on  the  table,  so  that  we  can  see  if  the  neces- 
sary funds  can  be  provided  to  make  this  very 
necessary  improvement,  and  if  that  motion  is 
carried,  I  shall  make  the  same  motion  with  re- 
gard to  No.  15,  when  it  is  reached.  I  move  that 
this  matter  belaid  on  the  table. 

The  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 

15.  Notice  of  the  indefinite  postponement  of 
said  order,  notwithstanding  said  report. 

Mr.  Ladd  moved  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  have  been  thinking  of  that 
a  little,  and  shall  move  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee,  because  I  do  not  see  ex- 
actly how  that  notice  ever  got  here.  I  will  guar- 
antee that  the  committee  will  meet  and  report 
back.  I  should  like  to  look  into  how  that  notice 
got  here. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  withdraw  my  motion. 

The  notice  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee. 

inspection  of  buildings. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  Mr.  Atwood 
submitted  the  following  from  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  the  Inspection  of  Buildings: 

Report  recommending  reference  to  the  inspec- 
tor of  buildings  of  the  order  (referred  Oct.  6, 
1887)  to  revoke  the  permit  granted  to  the  owner 
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of  the  building  in  process  of  erection  at  ths  cor- 
ner of  Battery  street  and  Atlantic  avenue. 

Accepted,  and  said  reference  ordered.  Mr. 
Atwood  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

Report  and  order — That  the  inspector  of  build- 
ings be  authorized  to  issue  a  permit  to  Samuel 
J.Ellis  to  build,  outside  the  building  limits,  a 
wooden  addition  to  building  on  rear  of  Shelby 
street,  near  Princeton,  Ward  1,  in  excess  of  size 
allowed,  and  without  the  construction  of  a  brick 
wall,  as  required  by  the  ordinances,  and  in  ac- 
cordance witluan  application  on  file  in  the  De- 
partment for  the  Inspection  of  Buildings ;  said 
addition  to  be  occupied  for  storage  of  wagons ; 
main  building  occupied  for  stable. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed,  Mr.  Atwood 
moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

Report  and  order  in  the  same  form  as  above, 
for  a  permit  to  Arthur  Timmins  to  build  a 
wooden  addition  on  Brighton  avenue,  near 
Chester  street,  Ward  25.  to  be  occupied  for  stor- 
age of  carriages ;  main  building  to  be  occupied 
for  the  sale  of  carriages. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed.  Mr.  Atwood 
moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Carroll— I  call  up  the  special  assignment 
for  8  o'clock. 

The  Chair— The  clerk  informs  the  Chair  that 
the  special  assignment  for  8  o'clock  has  been 
acted  on. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN— RE- 
SUMED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chamberlain  the  rule  was 
suspended  and  No.  18  was  considered  out  of 
course,  viz. : 

18.  Order  requesting  the  Street  Commissioners 
to  sell  at  public  auction,  within  30  days,  the 
buildings  on  the  land  known  as  the  "Wilson 
estate,"  Brighton. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  would  ask  for  information, 
whether  this  order  emanates  from  any  commit- 
tee? 

The  Chair— The  Chair  is  informed  by  the 
clerk  that  it  was  offered  by  the  alderman  in  his 
individual  capacity. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  move  you,  therefore,  that  the 
order  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— As  I  understand,  this 
matter  of  the  sale  of  the  old  building  on  the 
Wilson  estate  has  been  in  the  city  government 
for  about  a  year  and  a  half.  I  think  it  is  about 
time  those  buildings  were  disposed  of.  They 
are  of  no  earthly  use;  they  have  been  given  up 
by  the  Paving  Department  long  ago :  they  are  at 
the  junction  of  two  principal  streets  in  the  up- 
per part  of  the  ward,  and  citizens  of  all  classes 
nave  been  to  me  a  number  of  times  to  see  if  it 
was  not  possible  to  have  the  city  govern- 
ment do  something  toward  making  the 
property  much  better  than  it  is  now.  it. 
is  an  eye-sore  in  that  vicinity.  If  the  building 
is  cleared  away  the  land  can  be  sold  there  by 
being  cut  into  building  lots,  or  irs  the  whole 
strip,  just  as  the  city  of  Boston  may  deem  proper. 
I  would  like  to  quote  from  the  mayor  in  relation 
to  this  particular  piece  of  property,  from  the 
communication  sent  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
Sept.  6  of  the  present  year.  In  speaking  of  a 
number  of  other  pieces  of  real  estate,  he  men- 
tions the  property  known  as  the  Wilson  Hotel 
estate  in  Brighton,  and  says  it  has  been  used  by 
the  Paving  Department  for  a  yard,  but  is  now 
given  up,  ana  it  comprises  a  large  building  and 
70,977  feet  of  land  in  the  most  desirable  part  of 
Brighton,  and  he  advises  that  the  building  be 
sold  and  the  land  divided  into  house  lots.  The 
buildings  are  old  and  dilapidated.  The  hotel 
used  by  Mr.  Wilson  is,  I  suppose,  the  poorest 
building  in  Brighton.  Citizens  of  all  classes, 
without  regard  to  politics,  request  that  this  old 
landmark  be  removed,  and  I  trust  the  Council 
will  see  their  way  clear  to  pass  the  order. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  wish  to  preface  my  remarks  by 
the  statement  that  the  Wilson  estate  has  noth- 
ing to  do  with  the  member  who  is  addressing 
you,  Mr.  President.  The  Mr.  Wilson  referred  to 
is  from  the  town  of  Brighton,  and  not  from 
Ward  9.  This  matter  of  the  disposition  of  the 
Wilson  Hotel  property  in  Brighton  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  at  the  begin- 
ning of  last  year.  The  committee  have  visited 
the  property  once  or  twice  and  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  present  is  not  the  proper 
time  to  sell  that  property.  For  the  information 
of  the  members  of  the  Council— for  there  is  al- 
ways a  possibility  that  they  may  act  upon  an  or- 


der when  it  is  first  introduced,  and  therefore 
they  should  know  all  the  facts— I  would 
state  that  this  property  was  purchased 
in  1873  by  the  town  of  Brighton  for  the 
sum  of  §74,300.  That  property  was  purchased 
between  the  time  that  the  act  passed, 
authorizing  Brighton  to  be  joined  to  the  city  of 
Boston,  and  the  time  of  the  acceptance  of  the 
act.  Therefore,  when  the  city  of  Boston  took 
Brighton  into  her  arms,  she  had  to  take  this 
piece  of  property  at  that  valuation,  §74,300.  The 
land  is  taxed  in  1887  for  §37,600,  and  the  buildings 
at  §5000,  making  a  total  of  §42.600,  a  little  over  50 
per  cent  of  what  the  city  of  Boston  paid  for  it. 
Until  recently  the  Paving  Department  has  occu- 
pied the  building  upon  the  property  as  a  stable, 
but  as  the  gentleman  remarks  they  are  now  or 
they  will,  within  a  few  days,  be  withdrawn  from 
the  occupancy  of  this  building.  The  building  is 
still  occupied  by  teams  and  horses  of  some  de- 
partment of  the  city.  I  believe  there  are  only 
two  horses  and  three  or  four  teams  there,  not 
sufficient  of  course  to  occupy  so  large  a  prop- 
erty, but  the  buildings  are  still  occupied  by  a 
few  horses.  This  matter  was  brought  before  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  a  week  ago,  and 
they  were  asked  whether  they  were  ready  to 
dispose  of  this  property,  and,  if  they  were  not 
ready  to  dispose  of  it,  there  was  a  gentleman 
ready  and  willing  to  lease  the  property  and  pay 
a  small  rent,  and  the  city  could  get  some  return 
for  the  use  of  the  property  until  such  time  as  the 
city  government  should  see  fit  to  dispose  of  it. 
It  struck  the  committee  that  it  would  not  be  de- 
sirable to  lease  the  land  at  this  time.  No  man  is 
going  to  buy  75,100  feet  of  land,  with  buildings 
upon  it,  in  one  parcel,  without  he  gets  it  at  a 
bargain.  Now  it  is  well  known  that  there  are 
plans  for  running  electric  railways  into  the 
heart  of  Brighton,  and  it  is  well  understood  that 
these  railways  will  run  by  this  property;  and  if 
so,  there  will  be  a  great  addition  to  the  value 
above  the  §37,000  that  it  is  assessed  for.  It,  there- 
fore, seemed  to  the  committee  that  in  the  fall  of 
the  year,  when  money  was  tight,  it  was 
a  very  less  advantageous  time  to  sell  that  prop- 
perty.  This  order,  however,  contemplates  the 
sale  of  the  buildings.  Now,  gentlemen,  I  think 
it  is  very  clear  that  the  first  step  toward  the  dis- 
position of  that  land  is  to  demolish  those  build- 
ings. I  do  not  believe  those  buildings  can  be 
sold  for  much  of  anything.  They  are  old,  they 
are  not  in  tit  condition  to  be  altered  over  for  res- 
idences of  any  kind.  They  can  hardly  be  put 
into  salable  houses.  They  will  simply  be  sold 
for  the  old  lumber  in  them,  and  I  doubt  if  they 
would  bring  more  than  §100.  After  that  is  done 
the  money  will  be  transferred  to  the  reserve 
fund,  or  paid  to  Sinking  Fund  Commissioners 
for  the  diminution  of  the  public  debt.  After  the 
buildings  are  removed  the  immense  cellars  un- 
der them  will  have  to  be  filled  up  to  meet  the 
aesthetic  taste  of  the  inhabitarts  of  Brighton.  If 
any  gentleman  is  powerful  to  bring  in  and  get 
passed  an  order  to  sell  those  buildings,  under 
these  circumstances,  it  is  safe  to  assume 
that  he  will  bring  in  an  order  to  sell  the 
property.  Now  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
have  had  this  subject  under  consideration  for 
the  last  two  years.  It  was  one  of  the  earliest 
things  that  came  to  my  attention  last  year. 
There  has  not  been  a  dissenting  voice  in  that  com- 
mittee in  the  opinion  that  this  was  not  the  pro- 
per time  to  begin  to  dispose  of  the  property  either 
piecemeal  or  as  a  whole;  and  more  particularly 
is  that  the  rase  when  we  now  have  an  offer  to 
lease  those  buildings  to  a  tenant  who  will  keep 
them  in  repair,  guard  them  against  fire  and  pay 
us  a  small  rental  in  return  for  their  use.  In  my 
honest  belief  if  that  land  is  kept  intact  and  re- 
served as  it  is  it  may  be  sold  within  a  year  at  a 
considerable  advance  over  what  it  could  be  sold 
for  today.  Still  there  may  be  facts  of  which  wo 
are  not  aware,  and  I  know  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands  are  perfectly  ready  and  willing  to  hear 
anything  that  anybody  has  to  say.  They  gave  a 
hearing  on  the  subject  last  year ;  they  went  out 
to  view  the  property  and  Came  to  the  conclu- 
sion not  to  sell  it.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  would 
be  much  more  proper  for  the  parties  interested 
in  this  matter  at  this  time  to  come  before  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  ask  for  a  hearing 
and  press  their  views  on  the  commitee,  instead 
of  bringing  in  an  order  of  this  kind  and  depriv- 
ing the  committee  of  their  prerogative  to  mako 
a  report  upon  the  sale  of  that  property.  I  can 
assure  the  gentleman  that  if  the  order  is  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  they 
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■will  make  a  report  very  soon ;  but  I  cannot  as- 
sure him  that  that  report  'will  be  for  the  sale  of 
the  property,  for  that  would  be  stultifying  the 
committee.  I  therefore  move  that  the  order  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
Mr.  Dugan— I  move  the  previous  question. 
Mr.  Chamberlain— I  hope  the  previous  ques- 
tion will  not  be  ordered,  because  it  will  prevent 
me  from  stating  that  at  the  present  time  I  would 
not  hie  in  favor  of  selling  the  land  known  as  the 
Wilson  estate  in  Brighton,  because  I  believe 
with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  that  this  is  not 
a  proper  time  to  sell  it.  I  am  opposed  to  selling 
the  land  at  the  present  time.  But  I  do  desire 
and  1  trust  that  the  Council  will  vote  that  the 
buildings  on  that  land  be  ordered  sold  and  re- 
moved. I  know  nothing  of  an  attempt  to  have 
the  land  sold— not  a  syllable.  I  have  not  heard 
it  proposed  directly  or  indirectly.  I  am  per- 
fectly honest  in  my  statement  in  regard  to  the 
sale  of  the  buildings,  but  I  know  nothing  about 
the  sale  of  the  land.  If  those  buildings  were  in 
the  ward  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  repre- 
sents he  would  certainly  be  in  favor  of  having 
them  removed  as  early  as  possible,  and  so  would 
any  other  gentleman  in  this  Council  if  they  were 
located  in  his  ward.  They  are  an  eye-sore  to  the 
ward :  they  are  the  worst  buildings  there  are  in 
the  ward ;  they  are  in  the  most  prominent  loca- 
tion in  the  upper  part  of  the  ward.  I  hope  the 
motion  to  refer  to  the  committee  will  be  de- 
feated and  that  the  order  will  be  passed  to- 
night. 

Mr.  Atwood — I  hope  this  order  will  pass  as  it 
comes  to  us.  Knowing  that  section  very  well, 
and  knowing  the  facts  stated  by  the  gentleman 
who  represents  that  ward,  I  think  he  is  perfectly 
honest  in  his  conviction  that  those  buildings 
should  be  sold.  They  are  certainly  an  eye-sore 
to  any  one  driving  through  or  living  in  that  sec- 
tion. The  buildings  are  of  no  use  to  the  city  of 
Boston.  With  all  due  respect  to  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  agree- 
ing with  him  in  his  argument  that  the  land 
should  not  be  sold  at  the  present  time,  I  do  not 
think  that  he  should  bring  it  up  as  an  argument 
against  the  sale  of  the  buildings.  Having  had 
charge  of  property  with  buildings  similar  to 
these,  I  have  had  to  remove  the  buildings  to 
make  the  land  more  valuable.  Everybody 
knows  that  when  the  stables  are  re- 
moved there  will  be  a  certain  stench 
to  get  rid  of,  and  when  that  is  done 
the  land  will  increase  in  value  at  least  10  or  15 
per  cent,  and  the  removal  of  the  buildings  will 
not  only  increase  the  value  of  that  land,  but  it 
will  increase  the  value  of  other  property  in  that 
section.  A  great  many  people  passing  in  and 
out  on  the  horse  cars  and  seeing  those  buildings 
would  naturally  judge  as  I  did  some  10  years  ago 
that  Brighton  was  a  dirty  place.  Certainly  they 
are  an  unsightly  object  for  a  business  portion  of 
the  city.  As  the  member  states,  I  do  not  think 
the  buildings  will  bring  more  than  a  few  hun- 
dred dollars,  but  I  think  it  would  increase  the 
value  of  the  land  from  10  to  15  per  cent  if  the 
buildings  could  be  taken  away  and  the  land 
properly  cleaned  up.  For  that  reason  I  hope  the 
previous  question  will  not  be  insisted  upon,  as  I 
would  like  to  hear  from  other  members  ac- 
quainted with  that  section. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  trust  that  the  previous  question 
will  not  be  ordered,  because  it  will  prevent  me 
from  asking  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  what 
rental  those  buildings  can  bring  to  the  city  of 
Boston,  and  will  also  prevent  me  from  showing 
to  the  Council  that  it  is  certainly  for  the  interest 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  having  property  on  which 
there  is  a  building  that  will  bring  a  rental  to  the 
city  of  Boston,  to  preserve  the  building,  for  the 
land  would  be  in  such  a  condition  as  to  be  utter- 
ly without  income  to  the  city  of  Boston  if  those 
buildings  were  removed.  That  I  understand 
from  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  is  the  case 
with  regard  to  the  buildings,  that  with  the 
buildings  on  the  land  it  is  capable  of  producing 
something  to  the  city  of  Boston. 

Mr.  Duggan — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
gentleman  is  discussing  the  main  question. 

The  Chaie— The  point  of  order  is  not  well 
taken.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  10  will  pro- 
ceed. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  should  then  urge,  if  the  previous 
question  is  not  ordered,  that  it  is  for  the  interest 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  having  this  property  situa- 
ted in  this  way,  to  keep  the  buildings  upon  it  so 
long  as  there  is  not  a  proper  market  for  the 
land.    When  the  time  comes  to  sell  the  land, 


then  will  come  the  proper  time  to  sell  the  build- 
ings erected  on  it,  because  I  cannot  believe  tha1- 
from  any  one  who  is  going  to  buy  the  land  ft  t 
the  purpose  of  improving  it  the  same  price  could 
not  be  obtained  if  the  buildings  remain  as  if  they 
are  removed,  because. the  gentleman  who  has 
just  spoken  admits — 

The"  Chair— The  time  for  debate  on  the  pre- 
vious question  has  expired. 

Mr.  Wilson'— Having  been  asked  for  informa- 
tion, I  believe  I  may  have  the  opportunity  to 
give  it. 

The  Chair— If  there  is  no  objection. 

Mr.  Duggan— I  dissent.    I  protest. 

The  Chair— The  time  for  debate  has  expired. 

Mr.  Wilson— Having  been  asked  for  informa- 
tion I  believe  I  can  give  it. 

The  Chair — By  unanimous  consent  the  gentle- 
man can  give  the  information. 

Mr.  Duggan— I  dissent.    I  protest. 

The  Chair— Objection  having  been  made  the 
question  is  on  ordering  the  main  question. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  hope  the  main  question  will 
not  be  put. 

The  Chair— Debate  is  out  of  order. 

The  main  question  was  declared  ordered.  Mr. 
Duggan  doubted  the  vote. 

Mr.  Sanger  raised  the  point  of  order  that  Mr. 
Duggan  was  not  in  his  seat. 

Mr.  Duggan— I  have  just  changed. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  doubted  the  vote  and  the 
Council  was  divided,  27  in  favor,  8  against,  and 
the  main  question  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  ask  if  a  quorum  is 
present,  under  the  rule? 

The  Chair— The  Chair  declares  that  a  quorum 
is  present. 

The  order  was  declared  ordered  to  a  second 
reading.  Mr.  Wilson  doubted  the  vote  and  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  declared  or- 
dered. Mr.  Atwood  doubted  the  vote,  and  the 
Chair  ruled  the  gentleman  out  of  order,  as  a 
doubt  could  not  be  entertained  upon  such  an  an- 
nouncement. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading, 
yeas  40,  nays  10 : 

Yeas — Atwood.  Blume.  Burr,  Carroll,  Cham- 
berlain, Cochran.  Connolly,  Davern,  Desmond. 
Dolan,  Duggan,  Fisher.  Foss,  Fottler,  Fowler. 
Gomez,  Harrington,  Hayes,  Keliher,  Kelley. 
Kennedy.  Leary,  McEnaney,  McKenna.  Mc- 
Nary,  J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Nunaru 
O'Mealey,  Perry,  L.  J.Powers,  Reilly.  Shaw, 
J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  |Teevens,  Tracy, 
Tuttle,  Whall,  Whitmore— 40. 

Nays— Dewey,  Frost.  Ladd,  Lattimore.  F. 
Morison.  Norton,  Perkins,  Sanger,  Thayer. 
Wilson— 10. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Barry,  Bowman,  Car- 
stensen,  Clark,  Coleman,  Coyle,  Dunn.  J.  Gal- 
lagher, P.  J.  Gallagher.  Haggerty,  Lauten, 
Light,  Mahoney,  F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  Murphy, 
C.  C.  Powers,  Richards,  Short,  Snow,  E.  Sulli- 
van, Snndberg,  Webster — 22. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed 
in  concurrence.    Mr.  Chamberlain  moved  to  re- 
consider; lost. 
Several  members  addressed  the  Chair. 
The  next  order  on  the  programme  was  re  d : 
16.  Report  of  Committee  on  Ordinances,  that 
the  ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  6  of  the  Re- 
vised Ordinances  of  1885,  so  as  to  make  the  sal- 
aries of  the  Health  Commissioners  83500  each. 
ought  not  to  pass.    (Aldermen  Lee  and  Carroll 
dissent  from  the  foregoing,  and  report  that  the 
ordinance  is  in  proper  form.) 
The  report  was  accepted  in  concurrence. 
The  question  was  on  giving  the  ordinance  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Wilson— If  I  read  aright  this  is  a  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances    that  the  ordi- 
nance ought  not  to  pass. 
The  Chair— The  gentleman  is  correct. 
Mr.  Wilson — Why  then  should  the  ordinance 
be  introduced  here  increasing  these  salaries? 

The  Chair — The  report  comprises  both  the 
majority  and  the  minority  reports  and  the  Chair 
would  have  to  rule  that  both  reports  being  ac- 
cepted, the  ordinance  is  properly  before  the 
Council. 

Mr.  Whitmore — 1  do  not  suppose  that  under 
any  circumstances  this  matter,  requiring  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule,  is  likely  to  be  acted  on  to- 
night, and  as  it  is  a  matter  I  do  not  want  to 
start  debate  upon  so  late  in  the  evening,  I  move 
the  Council  now  adjourn. 
The  motion  prevailed. 
Adjourned,  at  10.15  P.M. 
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CSTY   OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Monday,  Oct.  24, 1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
at  4  P.M.,  Aid.  Donovan,  chairman,  presiding, 
and  all  the  members  present. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Maguire  the  reading  of  the 
record  of  the  last  meeting  was  dispensed  with. 

JURORS. 

Forty  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  Su- 
perior Criminal  Court. 

HEARINGS    AT    FOUR    O'CLOCK    ON    ORDERS    OF 
NOTICE. 

ri.  On  petition  of  Owen  Nawn,  for  leave  to  pro- 
ject a  bay  window  from  building  on  Maywood 
street,  corner  of  Warren  street. 

No  objections.  Referred  to  Committee  on  In- 
spection of  Building's. 

2.  On  petition  of  William  Litchfield,  for  license 
to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  engine  of  eight- 
horse  power,  at  Rutherford  avenue,  corner 
Miller  street,  Ward  5. 

No  objections.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Steam  Engines. 

3.  On  petition  of  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany, for  the  right  to  lay  tracks  to  enter  their 
new  stable,  corner  of  Warren  and  Maywood 
streets. 

No  objections.  Recommitted  to  Committee 
on  Railroads. 

ROXBURY  HIGH  SCHOOL    BUILDING. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Exkcutive  Department,  | 

Oct.  24.  1887. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,— The  plans  of  the  new  high  school 
building  in  the  Roxbury  District  have  been  com- 
pleted and  have  met  the  anm-oval  of  the 
School  Board.  These  plans  contemplate  a  build- 
ing occupying  about  1S.000  feet  of  land,  and  to 
erect  such  a  building  a  fair  estimate  of  the  mini- 
mum cost  is  $10  per  foot,  or  about  .§180,000.  For 
this  work  only  890,000  has  been  appropriated  by 
the  City  Council. 

The  city  architect,  Mr.  Vinal,  very  properly  in- 
quired of  the  corporation  counsel  if,  under  the 
circumstances,  he  could  commence  the  work 
and  proceed  with  the  contracts  to  the  amount  of 
the  appropriation.  The  answer,  as  will  be  seen 
by  the  annexed  communication,  is  that  this  can- 
not be  done,  and  this  is  in  accordance  with  the 
interpretation  which  I  have  placed  upon  the 
new  charter.  Either  the  School  Board  must  be 
satisfied  with  a  much  smaller  building,  or  the 
work  must  be  suspended  until  an  additional  ap- 
propriation is  made.  I  believe  the  provision  of 
the  new  charter  is  a  wise  one,  that  the  cost  of 
every  building  should  be  ascertained  before 
commencing  the  work. 

The  plans  of  the  South  Boston  grammar  school 
building  are  nearly  completed,  and  I  am  satis- 
fied that  the  $75,000  appropriated  will  not  build 
that  building.  There  is  $19,000  which  still  stands 
to  the  credit  of  the  building  for  outpatients.  City 
Hospital, that  cannot  be  used,  because  a  building 
to  meet  the  wants  of  the  hospital,  satisfactory 
to  the  trustees  and  the  medical  staif,  cannot  be 
erected  for  $19,000.  The  sums  amount  in  the  ag- 
gregate as  follows : 

Roxbury  High  School $90,000 

South  Boston  Grammar  School 7  5 ,000 

Building  for  outpatients..  19,00" 

$184,000 
Now  I  would  suggest  that  this  sum  of  $184,000 
would  build  the  Roxbury  High  School,  if  trans- 
ferred, and  the  work  would  go  on  actively 
to  completion,  or  it  would  build  the  South 
Boston  Grammar  School  and  the  building  for 
outpatients  if  so  transferred.  All  three 
are  works  of  necessity,  and  must  be  provided 
for  next  year  by  an  additional  appropriation  of 
$134,000,  but  it  appears  to  me  that  the  work  on 
all    three    should    not    be    suspended  for  six 


months  when,  by  an  adjustment  and  transfer  of 
the  appropriation,  the  work  on  the  high  school, 
or  the  work  on  the  grammar  school  and  the  hos- 
pital building  could  now  go  on.  The  estimated 
cost  of  the  South  Boston  Grammar  School  is 
$100,000,  covering  9600  feet  of  land.  The  esti- 
mated cost  of  the  building  for  outpatients  is 
$38,000.  This  would  leave  the  appropriation  for 
the  Roxbury  High  School  $46,000,  andf  the  appro- 
priation next  year  of  $134,000  would  complete 
the  building. 

I  enclose  herewith  copy  of  the  correspondence 
between  the  city  architect  and  the  corporation 
counsel.  Respectfully  submitted, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 
[Copy.] 
Architect's  Department,  ) 
City  of  Boston, 

Oct.  17,  1887.  ) 

General  E.  P.  Nettleton. 

Dear  Sir,— Some  months  ago  the  City  Council 
appropriated  $90,000  for  the  erection  of  a  high 
school  building  in  the  Roxbury  District.  The 
School  Board  having  the  approval  of  the  plans 
for  this  building,  have  approved  plans  for  a 
schoolhouse  which  will  cost  at  least  twice  the 
amount  of  the  appropriation.  Under  the  city 
charter  can  I  proceed  with  contracts  to  the 
amount  of  the  appropriation? 

Very  truly  yours, 

A.  H.  Vinal, 

City  Architect. 
Architect's  Department,  ) 
City  of  Boston, 

Oct.  24,  1887.  ) 

Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Dear  Sir, — Some  months  ago  the  City  Council 
appropriated  $90,000  for  the  erection  of  a  high- 
school  building  in  the  Roxbury  District.  Of 
this  amount  $45,643.50  was  expended  for  a  site, 
and  afterwards  the  further  sum  of  $50,000  was 
appropriated,  leaving  the  sum  of  about  $90,000 
for  the  erection  of  the  building.  I  have  pre- 
pared plans  for  this  building,  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  Committee  on  Schools  and 
Schoolhouses,  and  in  consultation  with  Mr. 
Clay,  the  principal  of  the  district,  and  the 
School  Board,  have  approved  them,  and  I  am 
now  ready  to  proceed  with  the  erection  of  the 
building.  I  have  submitted  the  plans  to  sev- 
eral builders,  and  the  average  estimate  re- 
ceived was  $  180,000,  or  a  trifle  less  than  $10  per 
foot,  which  is  a  very  reasonable  amount.  A.S 
the  appropriation  is  only  $94,000,  the  Law  De- 
partment was  consulted,  and  I  inclose  the 
correspondence  with  that  department.  Under 
Mr.  Nettleton's  decision  I  do  not  see  how  I  can 
proceed  with  the  erection  of  the  building  unless 
an  additional  amount  of  $90,000  is  appropriated. 
Very  respectfully, 

Arthur  H.  Vinal, 

City  Architect. 
[Copy.] 
Office  of  Corporation  Counsel,  I 
14  Beacon  Street,  Oct.  17,  1887.        J 
Arthur  H.  Vinal,  Esq.,  City  Architect. 

Dear  Sir,—!  have  your  letter  of  today  saying 
that  the  City  Council  appropriated  $90,000  for 
the  erection  of  a  high  school  building  in  the 
Roxbury  District,  and  that  the  School  Commit- 
tee have  approved  plans  for  a  schoolhouse  which 
will  cost  at  least  twice  the  amount  of  the  appro- 
priation. You  inquire  whether  under  the  city 
charter  you  can  proceed  with  contracts  to  the 
amount  of  the  appropriation.  In  my  opinion  you 
cannot  do  so.  The  charter  to  which  you  refer 
[St.  of  1885,  Ch.  266]  provides  that  "no  expendi- 
•  ture  shall  be  made,  nor  liability  incurred 
for  any  purpose  beyond  the  appropriation  duly 
made  therefor."  In  this  case  the  appropriation 
of  $90,000  was  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  school 
building,— not  for  the  foundation,  the  walls,  or 
any  other  part,  but  for  the  whole  building.  The 
plans  which  have  been  submitted  to  and  ap- 
proved by  the  School  Committee  contemplate 
the  erection  of  a  building  that  will  cost  twice  that 
amount.  Clearly  the  statute  will  not  permit 
you  to  commence  the  erection  of  such  a  build- 
ing upon  an  appropriation  of  $90,000.  Either 
your  plans  must  oe  altered,  or  the  appropriation 
increased.  It  cannot  for  a  moment  he  sup- 
posed that  the  City  Council  intended,  un- 
der the  general  terms  of  this  appropri- 
ation, to  provide  for  the  mere  beginning 
of  a  public  building,  leaving  its  completion  en- 
tirely unprovided  for,  and  putting  no  limit  upon 
its  cost. 
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I  may  add  that  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1885 
[Ch.  15,  Sec.  3]  are  equally  emphatic  in 
declaring  that  "no  expenditure  shall  be  made 
or  liability  incurred  on  behalf  of  the  city  until  a 
loan  has  been  duly  authorized  or  an  appropria- 
tion has  been  made  by  the  City  Council  sufficient 
to  meet  such  expenditure  or  liability." 
Very  respectfully, 
[Signed]  E.  P.  Nettleton, 

Corporation  Counsel. 

The  Chairman— What  is  the  pleasure  of  the 
Board? 

Aid.  Carroll— I  move  you,  sir,  that  further 
consideration  of  the  matter  before  the  Board  lie 
on  the  table  for  the  present.  In  doing  so,  I  de- 
sire to  say  that  from  the  Finance  Committee  a 
report  may  be  made,  and  from  what  I  can  ascer- 
tam  since  I  have  arrived  in  the  room  amend- 
ments may  be  made  to  that  report  which  may 
gLake  it  judicious  on  the  part  of  members  of  the 
oard  to  lay  further  consideration  of  this  mat- 
ter on  the  table.  I  simply  desire  to  say  at  this 
time  that  while  I  do  not  want  to  be  considered 
an  egotist,  I  take  a  certain  pride  in  saying  tbat 
I  was  at  least  one  of  the  gentlemen  who  fully 
agreed  with  the  report  of  the  Law  Department. 
I  move  that  the  matter  lie. on  the  table  for  the 
present. 

The  communication  was  laid  on  the  table 

PRECINCT  OFFICERS. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the 
mayor  appointing  sundry  precinct  officers  caused 
by  resignation  and  ineligibility : 

Ward  9,  Precinct  4— Inspector,  John  W.  Gilro- 
nan,  40  Revere  street,  vice  J.  F.  Murphy,  ineligi- 
ble, Democrat. 

Ward  12,  Precinct  2—  Warden,  John  F.  Leary, 
73  Cove  street,  vice  Joseph  Donovan,  resigned, 
Democrat. 

Ward  12,  Precinct  2— Deputy  warden,  Eugene 
F.  Cremin,  339  Federal  street,  John  F.  Leary,  re- 
signed. 

Ward  12,  Precinct  4— Deputy  clerk,  James  J. 
Burke,  vice  John  Borrowscale,  ineligible,  Dem- 
ocrat. 

Ward  19,  Precinct  2— Inspector.  Patrick  H.  Hes- 
sion,  59  Northfield  street,  vice  Patrick  Hession, 
Jr.,  error. 

Ward  4,  Precinct  2— Deputy  inspector,  William 
Kezer,  12  Baldwin  street,  in  place  of  William  H. 
Crowell,  resigned. 

Ward  9,  Precinct  1— Inspector,  Seth  P.  Smith, 
86  Myrtle  street,  in  place  of  J.  Brook  Fenno,  re- 
signed. 

Precinct  1— Deputy  inspector,  F.  B.  Harring- 
ton, 98  Charles  street,  in  place  of  Edward  L. 
Parkes,  resigned. 

Precinct  2— Clerk,  Henry  G.  Lord,  3  Spruce 
street,  in  place  of  Joseph  C.  Greeley,  resigned. 

Precinct  4— Inspector,  C.  Virgil  Smith,  20  Gar- 
den street,  in  place  of  Seth  Smith,  resigned. 

Ward 5,  Precinct  3— Deputy  Warden,  Alfred  D. 
Bulk'ik,  124  Main  street,  in  place  of  A.  H.  Barry, 
resignod. 

Ward  17.  Precinct  3— Warden,  Alfred  F.  Kin- 
ney, 282  Shawmut  avenue,  in  place  of  Edward 
M.  Wescott,  inelegible. 

Precinct  3— Deputy  inspector,  John  Dike.  147C 
Washington  street,  in  place  of  Charles  M.  Wil- 
liams, resigned. 

Precinct  3— Inspector,  John  S.  Russell.  521  Tre- 
mont  street,  in  place  of  Alfred  F.  Kinney,  re- 
signed. 

Ward  2,  Precinct  3— Deputy  clerk,  William 
Fisk,  46  Paris  street,  in  place  of  Edward  L.  Gibbs, 
resigned. 

Precinct 3— Clerk,  Edward  L.  Gibbs,  116  London 
street,  in  place  of  David  H.  Jones,  Jr.,  resigned. 

Precinct  1— Inspector,  Samuel  I.  Crafts,  131 
Webster  street,  in  place  of  Warner  Demond,  re- 
signed. 

Precinct  1— Deputy  inspector,  Warner  Demond, 
166  Webster  street,  in  place  of  Franklin  H. 
Brewster,  resigned. 

Precinct  4— Deputy  clerk,  George  L.  Jones,  11 
Porter  street,  in  place  of  Arthur  W.  Wedger,  re- 
signed. 

Laid  over. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Electric  Wires— John 
C.  Fernald  and  others,  that  telegraph  poles,  con- 
tiguous to  estates  114  to  120  Essex  street  be  re- 
moved. 

Boston  Electric  Light  Co.,  to  re-locate  a  pole  on 
Eliot  street. 

New   England  Telegraph  &   Telephone  Co., 


for  leave  to  re-locate  one  pole  on  Chelsea  street 
near  Prospect  street.  Ward  3. 

New  England  Telegraph  &  Telephone  Co.,  for 
leave  to  erect  poles  on  Chelsea  street  and  City 
square,  Charlestown. 

Gamewell  Fire  Alarm  Telegraph  Co.,  for  leave 
to  locate  certain  signal  stations  and  iron  posts 
in  place  of  the  ones  ordered  removed  by  this 
Board. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving— J.  M.  Galvin 
and  others,  for  a  plank  walk  on  Berry  and  Can- 
terbury streets.  Ward  23. 

Charles  E.  Raymond,  for  leave  to  excavate 
under  the  sidewalk  at  66  to  68  Commercial  street. 
Ward  6. 

Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  for 
leave  to  excavate  sidewalk  and  put  in  Hyatt 
lights,  corner  Boylston  and  Clarendon  streets, 

John  E.  Cassidy,  for  release  of  land  in  Water- 
town,  the  sand  and  gravel  of  which  was  con- 
veyed to  this  city  in  1S79. 

Nathaniel  F.  Stafford,  for  edgestones  101  Wal- 
nut street,  Neponset. 

Daniel  W,  Beckler,  for  edgestones  and  brick 
sidewalk  East  Third  street,  south  side  near  N 
street. 

John  J.  Ahern,  to  move  a  wooden  building 
from  Robeson  street  to  Washing-ton  street,  Ward 
23. 

Petitions  for  brick  sidewalks: 

Mary  E.  Keeby,  40  Dennis  street,  Ward  21. 

James  Murray,  42lDennis  street,  Ward  21. 

Paul  Barrow  Watson,  102,  104,  106,  108,  110  Ham- 
mond and  1  Warwick  streets,  Ward  19. 

Howard  F.  Wodside,  36  Prescott  street,  Ward  1. 

Lewis  J.  Bird,  615  Warren  street,  Roxbury. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers— Protest  of  Mar- 
tin Linahan  against  taking  of  his  land  on  Circuit 
street  for  sewer  purposes. 

Felix  P.  Canfield  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in 
Waverley  street,  Ward  25. 

Locke  &  Flint  for  a  sewer  in  East  Ninth  street, 
between  N  and  M  streets. 

Thomas  Peterson,  for  a  sewer  in  Bennington 
street,  between  Byron  and  Wordsworth  streets, 
East  Boston. 

Thomas  M.  Stevens,  for  a  sewer  in  Belvidere 
street,  between  Chester  Park  and  Dalton  street. 

Ellen  T.  Dee,  for  abatement  of  sewer  assess- 
ment levied  against  estate  of  James  Dee  on  Lin- 
coln street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps— F.  F.  Lennon 
and  others,  for  public  lamps  on  Berrv  street, 
Ward  23. 

Mary  A.  Cunningham  and  others,  for  public 
lamps  on  Broad  street  avenue.  Ward  23. 

George  W.  Fowle,  for  public  lamps  on  Chester 
square,  Ward  23. 

Albert  H.  Stearns,  for  public  lamps  on  Beau- 
mont street. 

Paul  Barron  Watson,  for  public  lamps  on  War- 
wick street. 

J.  H.  C.  Campbell  and  others,  for  public  lamps 
on  Weld  street. 

Horace  Farrington  and  others,!' or  public  lamps 
on  Wren  street. 

Edward  Wyman  and  others,  trustees,  for  pub- 
lic lamps  on  Sigourney  place. 

T.  B.  Williams  and  others,  for  public  lamps  on 
Centre  street.  Ward  23. 

E.  A.  and  J.  C.  Lord,  for  public  lamps  on  a 
place  off  Ottawa  street,  Ward  21. 

Thomas  F.  Bicknell  and  others,  for  public 
lamps  on  Gleason  street,  Ward  24. 

William  Haduett  and  others,  for  public  lamps 
on  Ford  and  Breed  streets.  East  Boston. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health,  —  Petitions  for 
leave  to  occupy  buildings  for  stables  as  fol- 
lows: 

John  J.  Allbright,  an  old  wooden,  five  addi- 
tional horses,  Allbright  court,  Ward  24. 

Caroline  A.  Beck,  an  old  wooden,  one  horse, 
Braintree  street,  Allston,  Ward  25. 

A.  Jackson,  an  old  wooden,  four  horses,  rear  85 
Lenox  street,  Ward  19. 

Edward  Gallagher,  proposed  wooden,  one 
horse,  Lynde  street,  corner  Lauriat  avenue, 
Ward  24. 

Jeremiah  Hayes,  an  old  wooden,  one  horse, 
Geneva  avenue,  corner  Vaughn  avenue,  Ward 
24. 

Annie  M.  Earnsbaw,  proposed  wooden,  three 
horses,  Oak  avenue,  near  Cass  street.  Ward  23. 

John  E.  Hislop,  proposed  wooden,  three  horses, 
Harvest  street,  Ward  15. 

Raymond  S.  Byam,  proposed  brick  addition, 
six  horses,  rear  611  East  Eighth  street,  Ward  14. 

To  the    Committee    on    Claims— Peter    But- 
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ler,  receiver  of  the  National  Pacific  Bank,  to  be 
paid  balance  arising  from  tax  sale  of  estate, 
Bowe  street,  assessed  to  Susan  P.  Adams. 

W.  T.  Davem,  for  compensation  for  loss  of 
horse. 

Mark  A.  Blaisdell,  to  be  paid  balance  arising 
from  tax  sale  of  estate,  5  Chelsea  court,  East 
Boston. 

Elizabeth  McKay,  for  compensation  for  per- 
sonal injuries  alleged  to  have  been  received 
from  a  vicious  horse  belonging  to  the  Fire  De- 
partment. 

Dennis  Crowley,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  at  the  North  ferry. 

Miss  N.  A.  Stearns,  for  compensation  for  per- 
sonal injuries  received  on  Federal  street. 

John  C.  Nichols,  to  be  paid  for  damages  to 
steam  lighter  Revere. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines,  Etc.— 
"The  Dejeuner,"  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a 
steam  boiler  of  eight-horse  power  for  heating 
and  "cooking  purposes  at  132  Tremont  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police  (AM.)  —  Henry 
Whittaker,  for  compensation  for  fowls  killed  by 
dogs. 

To  the  Committee  on  Department  for  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings  (Aid.)— John  Farley  &  Sons, 
for  leave  to  project  a  lettered  lantern  from  build- 
ing 108  State  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Department  for  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings— John  G.  Benedict,  for  leave 
to  project  a  druggist's  mortar  from  building  cor- 
ner of  Chandler  and  Dartmouth  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Railroads— Communica- 
tion from  West  End  Street  Railroad  Company, 
asking  leave  to  withdraw  their  petition  for  a 
change  in  the  location  of  their  tracks  on  Beacon 
and  Arlington  streets. 

HEARING    AT    4.30    O'CLOCK    ON    ORDER    OF  NO- 
TICE. 

4.  On  petition  of  Consolidated  Street  Railway 
Company,  for  leave  to  construct  a  double  track 
on  Alf ord  street  and  Maiden  bridge  to  the  Ever- 
ett line. 

So  objections.  Recommitted  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Railroads. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE  ON  PETITIONS. 

Upon  the  following  petitions,  viz: 

George  P.  Sanborn  &  Co.,  for  license  to  erect 
and  use  a  stationary  steam  engine  of  eight-horse 
power  at  third  story  of  No.  28  North  Market 
street. 

George  K.  Paul  &  Co.,  for  license  to  erect  and 
use  a  stationary  steam  engine  of  10-horse  power 
at  98  Milk  street. 

Charles  S.  Gove  &  Co.,  for  license  to  erect  and 
use  a  stationary  steam  engine  of  seven-horse 
power  at  30  Canal  street,  Ward  7. 

Orders  of  notice  were  passed  for  hearings 
thereon  on  Monday,  Nov.  14,  at  4  P.  M. 

Upon  the  following  petitions,  viz: 

Holbrook  &  Harlow,  for  leave  to  project  a  bay 
window  from  building  on  N  street,  corner  of 
East  Fifth  street. 

P.  O.  Riordan,  for  leave  to  project  a  bay  win- 
dow from  building  No.  48  Henley  street. 

Orders  of  notice  were  passed  for  hearings 
thereon  on  Monday,  Nov.  7  next,  at  4  P.  M. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

5.  Report  of  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  In- 
spection of  Buildings,  recommending  reference 
to  the  inspector  of  buildings  of  an  order  referred 
by  the  Common  Council,  requesting  the  in- 
spector of  buildings  to  revoke  the  permit  granted 
to  the  owner  of  the  building  in  process  of  erec- 
tion at  the  corner  of  Battery  street  and  Atlantic 
avenue. 

Accepted,  and  said  reference  ordered  in  con- 
currence. 

6.  Report  of  same  committee  on  petition  of 
Arthur  Ximmins,  recommending  passage  of  the 
following : 

Ordered,  That  the  inspector  of  buildings  be 
authorized  to  issue  a  permit  to  Arthur  Timrnins 
to  build,  outside  the  building  limits,  a  wooden 
addition  to  building  on  Brighton  avenue,  near 
Chester  street,  Ward  25,  in  excess  of  size  al- 
lowed, and  without  the  construction  of  a  brick 
wall  as  required  by  the  ordinances,  and  in  ac- 
cordance with  an  application  of  tile  in  the  De- 
partment for  tli e  Inspection  of  Buildings;  said 
addition  to  be  occupied  for  storage  of  carriages, 
main  building  occupied  for  sale  of  carriages. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 

7.  Report  of  same  committee  on  petition  of 


Samuel  J.  Ellis,  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  inspector  of  buildings  be 
authorized  to  issue  a  permit  to  Samuel  J.  Ellis 
to  build,  outside  the  building  limits,  a  wooden 
addition  to  building  on  rear  of  Selby  street,  near 
Princeton  street,  \\  ard  1,  in  excess  of  size  al- 
lowed, and  without  the  construction  of  a  brick 
wall  as  required  by  the  ordinances,  and  in  ac- 
cordance with  an  application  on  tile  in  the  De- 
partment for  the  Inspection  of  Buildings ;  said 
addition  to  be  occupied  for  storage  of  wagons, 
main  building  occupied  for  stable. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 

8.  Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  report  to  the  City  Council  what  action, 
if  any,  has  been  taken  by  the  heads  of  the 
various  departments  on  the  order  of  the  City 
Council,  granting  a  half  holiday  to  those  em- 
ployees whose  services  could  be  dispensed  with. 

Passed  in  concurrence. 

9.  Report  of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  and  they  hereby  are  authorized  to  sell 
by  public  auction,  upon  such  terms  and  for  such 
price  as  they  shall  deem  to  be  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  city,  the  land  belonging  to  the 
city  of  Boston  on  the  east  side  of  N  street,  be- 
tween East  Second  and  East  third  streets,  at 
South  Boston,  measuring  200  feet  front  on  N 
street,  and  containing  25,000  square  feet,  more  or 
less,  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  to  be  placed  in  the 
(B)  hands  of  the  Sinking-Fund  Commissioners 
for  the  purpose  of  decreasing  the  city  debt  (C). 

Passed  in  Board  of  Aldermen  Oct.  17,  1887. 
Sent  down  for  concurrence.  Comes  back  con- 
curred, with  this  amendment:  Strike  out  the 
words  between  "B"  and  "C,"  and  insert  in  the 
place  thereof  the  words  "Reserved  Fund." 

The  question  was  on  concurrence  in  the 
amendment. 

Aid.  Carroll— At  this  time  I  would  rise  to  a 
point  of  order,  whether  such  a  proceeding  as 
placing  that  in  the  reserved  fund  would  be  legal 
or  not? 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  rule  that  it 
is  legal,  but  it  requires  a  two-thirds  vote  to  do 
it.  There  is  no  endorsement  on  this  paper  to 
that  effect,  from  the  Common  Council.  It 
would  be  in  the  nature  of  an  Additional  appro- 
priation to  the  reserved  fund,  but  the  passage  of 
this  order  by  a  two-thirds  vote  would  be  legal. 

Aid.  Carroll— If  I  understand  it  aright,  such 
a  vote  has  not  been  passed  by  the  Common 
Council. 

The  Chairman— There  is  no  endorsement  to 
that  effect. 

Aid.  Carroll— Then  I  raise  the  point  of  order 
that  that  should  be  referred  back  to  the  Com- 
mon Council,  on  that  point. 

The  Chairman— Does  the  Chair  understand 
Aid.  Carroll  to  make  the  motion  that  the  paper 
be  returned  to  the  Common  Council  ? 

Aid.  Carroll— If  the  Chair  decides  it  is  out  of 
order  on  the  point  1  raised,  I  would  move  that  it 
be  returned  to  the  Common  Council. 

The  Chairman — The  Chair  would  rule,  under 
the  charter,  that  an  additional  appropriation  re- 
quires a  yea  and  nay  two-thirds  vote.  There  is 
nothing  on  the  paper  to  show  that  it  has  received 
the  necessary  two-thirds  vote  in  the  Council, 

Aid.  Lee— I  rise  for  information.  As  I  under- 
stand, this  is  an  order  directing  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  to  do  a  certain  thing ;  and 
there  is  no  evidence  here  that  it  is  done.  It  di- 
rects them  that  if  any  money  is  received  from  the 
sale  of  that  land  on  East  Ninth  street.that  instead 
of  being  turned  into  the  sinking  fund  it  be  re- 
turned to  the  reserved  fund.  It  seems  to  me  we 
might  very  properly  amend,  if  we  saw  fit,  by 
striking  out  the  "reserved  fund,"  and  putting 
in  "incidentals,"  whereas  it  wouldn't  require 
any  two-thirds  vote,  because  we  are  making  no 
appropriation.  We  are  simply  directing  them, 
that  the  proceeds  of  that  sale,  instead  -of  being 
put  into  the  sinking  fund,  shall  be  put  into  the 
reserved  fund.  If  the  City  Council,  by  an  order, 
directed  them  to  transfer  that  money  from  the 
reserved  fund  to  some  specific  object,  I  claim, 
Mr.  Chairman,  that  it  would  take  a  two-thirds 
vote  for  that.  But  it  seems  to  me  that  the  order 
as  it  comes  here,  simply  with  the  amendment  of 
striking  out  the  words  "sinking  fund"  and  in- 
serting the  words  "reserved  fund,"  is  in  pro- 
per form  and  should  be  so  considered  by  this 
Board. 
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The  Chairman— Does  the  alderman  desire  at 
this  time  to  appeal  from  the  ruling? 

Aid.  Lee— If  the  Chair  rules  that  it  requires  a 
two-thirds  vote. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  has  made  that 
rilling. 

Aid.  Le.e— I  shall  at  this  time  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair,  because  I  cannot  sit  here 
and  believe  the  Chair  thoroughly  understood 
the  point  when  he  made  his  ruling.  Therefore  I 
appeal  from  the  ruling  of  the  Chair. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  thoroughly  under- 
stood the  point,  this  being  an  additional  appro- 
priation to  the  reserved  fund. 

Aid.  Lee— Then  I  shall  appeal  from  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair  on  the  order  as  presented  to 
the  Board. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  also  rule  on 
the  motion  of  the  alderman  that  it  would  re- 
quire the  same  action  to  strike  out  "'Reserved 
fund."  and  substitute  in  place  thereof  "inciden- 
tals." 

Aid.  Lee — I  made  no  such  motion. 

The  Chairman— I  said  if  the  alderman  did, 
the  Chair  would  have  to  rule  that  in  the  case  of 
incidentals  it  would  be  the  same,  as  it  would  in 
that  case  be,  in  the  nature  of  an  additional  ap- 
propriation to  the  incidental  fund.  What  is  the 
pleasure  of  the  Board? 

Aid.  Carroll  moved  that  the  paper  be  re- 
turned to  the  Common  Council,  on  which  mo- 
tion Aid.  Lee  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  The 
motion  was  carried,  yeas  9,  nays  2,  Aid.  Lee  and 
C.  W.  Smith  voting  nay. 

unfinished  business. 

10.  Under  unfinished  business  the  Board  pro- 
ceeded to  ballot  on  the  confirmation  of  the 
mayor's  appointments  of  precinct  officers  as  per 
printed  list.  Committee— Aid.  Carroll,  C.  W. 
Smith.  On  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll  all  the  names 
were  voted  for  on  one  ballot;  11  ballots  were 
cast,  yes  11,  and  the  appointments  were  con- 
firmed. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  desire  to  move  a  reconsider- 
ation of  the  vote  whereby  we  elected  the  differ- 
ent precinct  officers.  As  I  understand  it,  there 
was  one  name  on  the  list  marked  with  an  aster- 
isk, which  we  have  confirmed,  the  person  thus 
designated  not  being  a  legal  voter  and  not 
assessed. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  carried. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  move  you,  sir,  that  when  we 
proceed  to  ballot  we  ballot  on  all  the  names  but 
that  of  Frederick  E.  Snow,  Ward  10,  precinct  1, 
who  lives  at  No.  9  Ahburton  place,  and  who  has 
an  asterisk  against  his  name.  Under  the  law  he 
cannot  legally  serve. 

The  name  of  Frederick  E.  Snow,  No.  9  Ash- 
burton  place,  was  omitted  from  confirmation, 
and  the  other  appointments  were  severally  con- 
firmed, yeas  10,  nays  0. 

LOCATION  ACCEPTED. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  West  End  Street 
Railway  Company  accepting  the  order  of  loca- 
tion passed  by  this  Board  Sept.  26,  1887. 

Placed  on  file. 

NOTICE  OF  HEARING. 

Notice  was  received  of  a  hearing  before  Jus- 
tices Warren  and  Wheelwright,  on  Oct.  30th,  at 
3  P.  M.,  to  take  the  depositions  of  Franklin  C. 
Warren  and  others  relative  to  the  fencing  of  a 
triangular  piece  of  land  at  the  corner  of  Shaving 
street  and  Mt.  Washington  avenue  in  said  Bos- 
ton. 

Placed  on  file. 

HEALTH  MATTERS  IN  CHARLESTOWN. 

The  following  was  received : 

Board  of  Health,  J 

12  Beacon  Street,  Oct.  24, 1887.  I 
To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  City 
of  Boston. 

The  Board  of  Health  respectfully  calls  the  at- 
tention of  your  honorable  Board  to  the  condi- 
tion of  the  houses  on  Caldwell  and  Brighton 
streets,  Charlestown  District. 

These  houses  drain  down  Brighton  street  on  to 
the  railroad  track,  causing  a  great  nuisance 
thereby,  which  compelled  the  railroad  to  cut  off 
the  drain.  It  is  now  flowing  back  into  the  cel- 
lars of  some  of  the  estates,  and  if  provision  is 
not  made  immediately  by  putting  in  a  sewer,  the 
Board  of  Health  will  be  compelled  to  vacate  the 
houses.  Very  respectfully, 

R.  B.  Henderson, 

Clerk,  pro  tern. 


Referred  to  Committee  on  Sewers. 

BOND. 

The  bond  of  Francis  W.  Knowles,  clerk  of 
books  and  accounts  for  the  Board  of  Directors 
for  Public  Institutions,  with  the  Guarantee 
Company  of  North  America  as  sureties,  was  re- 
ceived and  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Bonds. 

ARMORIES. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  submitted  the  following: 

City  of  Boston,  ) 

In  Board  of  Aldermen,        } 

Oct.  24,  1887.      ) 

The  special  committee,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  order  "to  consider  and  report  to  this  board 
as  to  the  expediency  of  erecting  a  regimental 
armory  building,  said  building  also  to  contain 
rooms  suitable  for  meetings  of  the  G.  A.  R. 
posts,"  respectfully  reports: 

The  city  now  provides  accommodations  for  25 
infantry  companies,  one  cavalry  battalion,  two 
brigade  headquarters,  three  infantry  headquar- 
ters, and  two  signal  service  headquarters,  at  a 
cost  of  $35,000  a  year,  allowing  a  fair  rental  for 
the  use  of  the  city  buildings  in  East  Boston  and 
Charlestown  in  addition  to  the  $31,000  directly 
paid  in  rent.  Besides,  the  city  pays  in  taxes  at 
least  40  per  cent  of  the  annual  expenditures  by 
the  Commonwealth,  or  $12,000  more,  and  in  re- 
turn receives  from  it  only  $9700.  This  unfair 
discrimination  against  the  city  and  the  dispro- 
portionate expense  imposed  upon  it,  are  due  in 
part  to  the  present  sta  utes,  which  require  cities 
to  provide  armories,  and  allow  from  the  treas- 
ury of  the  Commonwealth  in  return  no  more  in 
this  city,  where,  of  course,  rentals  are  far  larger, 
than  in  the  small  cities,  so  that  while  in  very 
many  localities  the  allowance  from  the  Com- 
monwealth meets  the  whole  local  expense,  in 
this  city  it  is  not  much  over  one  quarter. 

It  is  poor  policy  also  to  maintain  so  many 
separate  and  scattered  armories.  In  case  of  any 
disturbance  and  the  need  of  the  services  of  the 
militia,  much  valuable  time  would  be  lost  in 
gathering  together  the  members  of  any  one 
regiment.  An  armory,  too,  should  be  a  safe 
and  strong  place  for  the  keeping  of  the  arms  and 
implements  stored  therein, and  a  secure  bulwark 
in  time  of  riot.  It  is  obvious  that  the  present 
armories  meet  none  of  these  conditions,  and,  as 
has  been  stated  by  the  adjutant  general  of  the 
Commonwealth,  they  "are  not  suitable  and  sat- 
isfactory;" neither  can  they  be  so  until  the 
present  system  of  scattered  and  separate  arm- 
ories is  abandoned. 

There  is  urgent  need  of  two  regimental  arm- 
ories, one  of  which  should  be  built  in  the  North 
End,  convenient  to  the  Boston  &  Maine  and  the 
Fitchburg  systems  of  railroads,  and  the  other 
with  reference  to  the  railroads  coming  in  at  the 
south.  From  these  localities  troops  could  come 
into  and  go  out  from  the  city  without  marching 
through  the  streets,  thereby  preventing  annoy- 
ance to  business,  and.  a  much  more  important 
consideration,  in  time  of  public  disturbance  the 
militia  quartered  here  could  come  together 
without  comment,  and,  in  short,  that  excite- 
ment and  danger  which  would  be  inseparable 
from  small  companies  marching  from  the  pres- 
ent armories  to  some  general  rendezvous.  Such 
buildings  could  have  commodious  drill  halls, 
and,  in  addition,  rooms  suitable  as  headquarters 
of  the  G.A.R.  posts  of  the  Commonwealth,  as 
well  as  for  the  meetings  of  the  posts  in  Boston. 

Even  if  the  present  policy,  of  compelling  cities 
to  provide  armories  for  the  militia  in  their 
limits,  shall  be  continued,  it  will  be  far  more 
(■(('inimical  for  the  city  to  erect  two  such  regi- 
mental armories  than  to  go  on  paying  the  large 
rental,  of  today.  The  estimated  cost  of  these 
two  buildings,  with  the  land,  varies  from  $300,- 
000  to  $400,000,  and  the  interest,  even  upon  the 
larger  sum,  will  be  considerably  less  than  one 
half  the  annual  rentals  for  the  present  accom- 
modations. Several  convenient  and  desirable 
lots  for  this  purpose  have  been  brought  to  the 
attention  of  your  committee,  which  are  not  re- 
ported upon  because  there  seems  to  be  no  need 
now  to  go  further  than  pointing  out  a  locality 
generally. 

Besides,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee, 
armories  ought  to  be  built  and  provided,  not  by 
the  municipal  authorities,  but  by  the  Common- 
wealth. They  are  for  the  convenience  and  ac- 
commodation of  the  soldiers  of  the  State,  and 
the  arms  and  uniforms  stored  therein  belong  to 
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the  State-  No  control  is  given  over  either  to 
the  local  authorities,  and  it  seems  anomalous 
that  one  authority  should  compel  another  to 
provide  accommodations  for  a  purpose  wholly 
beyond  the  sphere  of  the  latter.  Much  waste, 
too.  is  the  inevitable  result  of  the  present  sys- 
tem, or,  more  correctly  sneaking,  lack  of  system, 
by  which  the  city  provides  the  armory  and  the 
adjutant-general  approves  or  condemns  it. 
Even  the  scant  return  for  rent  now  allowed  to 
the  city  by  the  Commonwealth  is  not  so  large  as 
that  permitted  by  the  statutes,  because  many  of 
the  armories  are  not  acceptable  to  the  adjutant- 
general.  It  is  evident,  also,  that  the  expense  of 
providing  meeting  places  for  the  posts  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  should  be  met  by 
the  Commonwealth,  as  they  were  its  soldiers 
much  more  than  those  of  the  several  munici- 
palities. 

Fortunately  the  public  credit  is  so  well  estab- 
lished that  the  money  necessary  for  the  build- 
ing of  two  armories  and  the  purchase  of  the 
land  can  be  borrowed  by  the  Commonwealth  at 
from  3  to  3V2  per  cent  per  annum,  and  the  inter- 
est charged  need  not  much,  if  any,  exceed  its 
present  allowance. 

Therefore  the  passage  of  the  annexed  order  is 
recommended. 

Respectfully  submitted. 
Charles  W.  Smith,  for  the  committee. 

Report  accepted.    Sent  down. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  petition  the  General  Court  at  its  next 
session  for  the  passage  of  an  act  for  the  building 
by  the  Commonwealth  of  two  regimental  armo- 
ries in  this  city. 

The  question  was  on  the  acceptance  of  the 
report. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  would  inquire  if  that  is  a 
report  of  the  majority  of  the  committee? 

The  Chairman— The  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee can  probably  answer  that  question. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— The  alderman  opposite  de- 
sires to  know  if  this  is  a  majority  or  minority 
report.  I  am  happy  to  state  for  his  information 
that  it  is  a  unanimous  report. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  passed 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Armories  desire  to  inform 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  that  the  term  for  whicb 
the  Winslow  Skating  Rink  was  hired  as  an  ar- 
mory for  the  four  companies  of  militia  removed 
from  Boylston  Hall  expires  Oct.  31.  Under  the 
militia  law  the  city  is  obliged  to  provide  for  said 
companies,  and  your  committee  have  been  look- 
ing for  quarters  in  other  directions,  but  rind 
nothing  which  offers  so  favorable.  The  owner 
of  said  rink  demands  an  increase  in  said  rent 
from  Nov.  1.  At  present  the  city  are  paying  at 
the  rate  of  $500  per  month ;  from  and  after  Nov.  1 
he  demands  $600  per  month  and  taxes  for 
the  present  year,  which  will  make  a  year's 
rental  in  round  numbers  $S000.  The  city 
has  already  been  to  the  expense  of  dividing  the 
building  for  company  quarters,  and  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  before  another  year  expires  the 
State  will  probably  provide  armories  for  the 
militia,  your  committee  would  recommend  the 
leasing  of  said  rink  for  the  term  of  one  year  at 
the  price  named,  and  would  ask  for  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  public 
buildings  be  authorized  to  hire  the  Wmslow 
Skating  Rink  for  armory  purposes  for  one  year 
from  Nov.  1,  1887,  for  the  sum  of  $600  per  month 
and  taxes  for  the  present  year,  the  lease  subject 
to  the  approval  of  His  Honor  the  Mayor. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  would  like  to  inquire  if  it 
is  a  unanimous  report? 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith—Mi-.  Chairman,  this  is  the 
unanimous  report  of  the  Committee  on  Ar- 
mories, which  consists  of  three  members.  It 
was  agreed  to  after  very  careful  consideration. 
The  Committee  on  Armories  recognize  the  fact 
that  the  militia  of  the  city  is  in  a  very  bad  posi- 
tion, and  they  appreciate,  perhaps  more  fully 
than  other  members  of  the  Board,  the  able  re- 
port that  has  been  offered  by  the  Special  Com- 
mittee on  Armories.  They  have  been  struggling 
with  this  subject  for  about  two  years,  and  they 
have  got  just  about  to  the  end  of  their  rope  at 
present.  At  the  beginning  of  this  year  four 
companies  were  turned  out  of  doors,  and  the  ex- 
pense of  this  building  was  so  very  large  at  that 
time  that  the  committee  didn't  feel  authorized 


to  recommend  leasing  it.  His  Honor  the  Mayor 
took  the  matter  into  his  own  hands  and  had  the 
four  companies  put  into  that  building  at  a  rental 
of  $500  a  month.  The  party  owning  the  building 
says  that  when  this  lease  expires  on  the  1st  of 
November,  if  we  continue  to  use  it  we  must  take 
a  lease  for  five  years  and  pay  a  rental  of  $600  a 
month  and  taxes.  The  committee,  in  con- 
nection with  the  superintendent  of  public 
buildings,  have  spent  a  good  deal  of  time 
in  examining  quarters,  and  they  were  not 
able  to  procure  any  satisfactory  quarters 
for  any  reasonable  sum.  They  see  the 
necessity,  as  much  as  anybody,  of  the  city 
doing  something  very  soon  in  regard  to  armories. 
But  the  feeling  of  the  committee  is  that  the 
State  authorities  having  interested  themselves 
in  this  matter,  the  State  will  at  once,  or  at  least 
very  soon,  proceed  to  do  something  to  relieve 
the  city  from  the  burden  of  providing  for  these 
militia  companies,  and  for  that  reason,  and  for 
that  reason  alone,  the  committee  have  recom- 
mended that  the  city,  for  one  year,  pay  the  ex- 
orbitant rent  which  is  asked  for  this  building. 
That  is  the  very  best  the  committee  were  able 
to  do.  The  party  owning  the  building,  after  a 
great  deal  of  hesitation,  agreed  to  lease  it  for 
$600  and  taxes  for  one  year,  which  will  make 
the  rental  about  $8000.  The  building  having 
been  fitted  up  for  the  four  companies,  and  it 
being  rather  expensive  to  move  them,  even  if 
some  quarters  could  be  provided  elsewhere,  the 
committee  thought  best  to  recommend  the 
leasing  of  this  building  for  one  year,  and,  there- 
fore, have  made  this  report. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  order  passed. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  passed. 

SEWERS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Cmmittee  on  Sewers  (Aid.): 

Report  and  order— That  the  sewer  assessment 
levied  against  the  estate  of  Ellen  Murpny, 
amounting  to  $42.50,  for  a  sewer  in  North  Mar- 
gin street,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  abated  on 
account  of  inability  to  pay. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Resolve  and  order  to  take  land  of  Martin  Lina- 
han,  John  T.  Osgood,  a  person  or  persons  un- 
known, and  Anne  Clasby,  in  Roxbury,  for  sewer 
purposes  in  Circuit  street  and  vicinity. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Reports  that  sundry  schedules  of  the  cost  of 
sewers  are  correct,  with  orders  for  assessment 
and  collection  of  the  proportionate  part  thereof. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order— That  the  sewer  assessment 
levied  against  the  estate  of  Charles  S.  Clarke, 
for  a  sewer  in  Washington  street,  between  Bow- 
doin  and  Elden  streets,  amounting  to  $144.30,  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  abated,  on  account  of 
overestimate  of  land  benefited,  and  that  the 
sum  of  $90.56  be  reassessed  to  said  Charles  S. 
Clarke. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an  order,  That  the 
sewer  assessment  levied  against  the  estate  of 
Bernard  Gibbons,  for  a  sewer  in  Ferrin  street, 
amounting  to  $29.33,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
abated  on  account  of  overestimate  of  land  ben- 
efited, and  that  the  sum  of  #24.32  be  reassessed  to 
said  Bernard  Gibbons. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

POLICE  COURTS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  on  the  order  (referred 
Oct.  13,  1887)  requesting  the  mayor  to  petition 
the  Legislature,  at  its  next  session,  for  an  act 
to  provide  a  daily  session  of  one  magistrate  at 
each  police  station  for  the  disposal  of  all  crimi- 
nal cases  brought  before  him — That  the  order 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted  and  said  order  passed  under 
a  suspension  of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 
«      record  commissioners. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Ordinances,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  35  of 
the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1885,  concerning  the 
Record  Commissioners,  having  considered  the 
subject,  respectfully  report  that,  in  their  opin- 
ion, the  ordinance  is  in  proper  form,  viz.: 

An  ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  35  of  the  Re- 
vised Ordinances  of  1S85,  concerning  the  Record 
Commissioners. 
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Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Chapter  35  of  the  Revised  Ordi- 
nances of  1885  is  hereby  amended  in  section  sec- 
ond, in  the  third  line  thereof,  by  adding  after 
the  word  "Boston"  the  words  "and  in  the  cities 
or  towns  now  constituting'  a  portion  of  the  city 
of  Boston." 

Report    accepted,   ordinance  passed  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 
$100  BONDS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances,  on  the  ordinance  to  amend 
Chapter  15  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1885— 
That  in  their  opinion  the  ordinance  ought  not  to 
pass. 

Report  accepted.    Sent  down. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Allen  the  ordinance  was  in- 
definitely poslponed. 

CLAIMS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Claims: 

Report  and  order— That  the  city  treasurer  be 
authorized  to  pay  to  Mary  A.  Finneran  the  sum 
of  fifty-nine  and  10-100  dollars,  said  amount  be- 
ing the  balance  remaining  from  the  sale  of  an 
estate  situated  on  109  George  street,  and  held  by 
the  city  of  Boston,  under  Chapter  12,  Section  35, 
of  the  Public  Statutes,  and  Chapter  162  of  the 
Acts  of  1884. 

Report  and  order— That  the  city  treasurer  be 
authorized  to  pay  to  Edmund  M.  Wood,  trustee, 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  eighteen  and  90-100 
dollars,  said  amount  being  the  balance  remain- 
ing from  the  sale  of  an  estate  situated  on  Med- 
ford  street,  and  held  by  the  city  of  Boston,  un- 
der Chapter  12,  Section  35,  of  the  Public  Stat- 
utes, and  Chapter  1G2  of  the  Acts  of  1884, 

Report  and  order— That  the  city  treasurer  be 
authorized  to  pay  to  William  H.  Morse  the  sum 
of  §13.32,  said  amount  being  the  balance  remain- 
ing from  the  sale  of  an  estate  situated  on  Tre- 
mont  street,  and  held  by  the  city  of  Boston, 
under  Chapter  12,  Section  35,  of  the  Public  Stat- 
utes, and  Chapter  162  of  the  Acts  of  1884. 

Report  and  order— That  the  city  treasurer  be 
authorized  to  pay  to  Chester  F.  Sanger,  assignee, 
the  sum  of  $80.52,.said  amount  being  the  balance 
remaining  from  the  sale  of  an  estate  situated  on 
Blue-Hill  avenue,  and  held  by  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, under  Chapter  12,  Section  35,  of  the  Public 
Statutes,  and  Chapter  162  of  the  Acts  of  18S4. 

Report  accepted,  orders  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Keport  on  the  petition  of  John  Felt  Osgood,  to 
be  compensated  for  damage  to  his  land  on  Cir- 
cuit street,  caused  by  the  construction  of  a  sewer 
through  said  land— Recommending  that  the 
petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Nellie  M.  Brown, 
offering  to  surrender  an  alleged  invalid  tax 
deed— Recommending  that  the  petitioner  have 
leave  to  withdraw  as  advised  by  the  Law  De- 
partment. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Lottie  E.  Brown, 
offering  to  surrender  an  alleged  invalid  tax 
deed — Recommending  that  the  petitioner  have 
leave  to  withdraw,  as  advised  by  the  Law  De- 
partment. 

Reports  severally  accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  of  leave  towithdraw  on  the  petition  of 
Thomas  M.Adams,  for  compensation  forpersona  I 
injuries  received  June  4,  1887.  Accepted.  Sent 
down. 

Report  recommending  reference  to  Committee 
on  Parks  of  petition  of  Adeline  Faxon,  execu- 
trix of  the  estate  of  Henry  Faxon  et  als.,  heirs 
of  A.  J.  Bellows,  and  William  J.  Stevens,  trus- 
tee, to  be  refunded  such  portion  of  amount  paid 
to  the  city,  under  protest,  for  betterments  as- 
sessed on  account  of  the  laying  out  of  Marine 
Park,  as  will  place  them  on  the  same  basis  as 
those  who  have  brought  suits  against  the 
city. 

Accepted,  and  said  reference  ordered.  Sent 
down. 

STABLES. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health  (Aid.),  recommending  the 
granting,  on  the  usual  conditions,  of  stable  per- 
mits as  follows: 

James  Lyons,  proposed  wooden,  one  horse, 
3ranger  street,  corner  Duncan  street,  Ward  24. 

Alfred  G.  Davis,  proposed  wooden,  three 
horses,  Newport  street,  near  Harbor  View  street, 
Ward  24. 

Henry  T.  Bowers,  proposed  wooden,  one  horse, 


Mt.  Vernon  street,  corner  Dorchester  avenue, 
Ward  24. 

Reports  severally  accepted,  and  leave  granted 
on  the  usual  conditions. 

TREES. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common  and  Public  Grounds  (Aid.), 
recommending  that  leave  be  granted  as  follows: 

Jesse  Hoi  brook,  to  trim  trees  in  front  of  his 
house,  692  Tremont  street,  at  his  own  expense. 

Messrs.  O.  W.  Rumery  and  others,  to  trim 
trees  in  front  of  estates  778, 780,  7S2  and  790 
Fourth  street,  South  Boston,  at  his  own  ex- 
pense. 

J.  C.  Storey,  to  trim  trees  in  front  of  556-560 
Broadway,  South  Boston,  at  his  own  expense. 

School  Committee,  to  remove  two  trees  in 
front  of  the  Dillaway  School,  at  their  own  ex- 
pense. 

J.  Murray  Howe  and  others,  to  remove  a  tree 
in  front  of  estate  19  Union  Park,  at  their  own 
expense. 

SeveraPy  under  the  direction  of  the  superin- 
tendent of  Common,  etc. 

Stoughton-street  Baptist  Chureh,  to  remove  a 
dead  tree  in  front  of  said  church  on  Sumner 
street,  Dorchester,  under  the  supervision  of  the 
superintendent  of  Common. 

Reports  severally  accepted  and  leave  granted 
on  the  conditions  named. 

SOUTH  BOSTON  SQUARES. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  the  following: 
Report  of  Committee  on  Common  (Aid.),  that 
in  their  opinion  the  order  requesting  the  super- 
intendent of  Common  and  public  grounds  to  put 
Lin  wood  and  Cedar  squares  in  proper  condition 
ought  to  pass, 

Report  accepted  and  said  order  passed  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

DOG  LICENSES— PAY  FOR  FOWLS  KILLED. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Police  (Aid.): 

Report  and  order— That  there  be  allowed  and 
paid  to  Frank  Dowling  the  sum  of  $10.50,  as 
compensation  for  the  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  a 
dogjfcto  be  paid  from  the  income  from  dog 
licenses. 

Report  and  order— That  there  be  allowed  and 
paid  to  Henry  Friese  the  sum  of  $4.50,  as  com- 
pensation for  the  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs,  to 
be  paid  from  the  income  from  dog  licenses. 

Report  and  order— That  there  be  allowed  and 
paid  to  A.  T.  Sinclair,  the  sum  of  $7.50,  as  com- 
pensation for  the  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs,  to 
be  paid  from  the  income  from  dog  licenses. 

Report  and  order— Thai  there  be  allowed  and 
paid  to  Lawrence  Kieley  the  sum  of  $15.75,  as 
compensation  for  the  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs 
Sept.  19th,  18S7,  to  be  paid  from  the  income  from 
dog  licenses. 

Report  and  order— That  there  he  allowed  and 
paid  to  Wallace  D.  Hooper  as  compensation  for 
the  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs,  the  sum  of 
$32.25,  to  be  paid  from  the  income  from  dog  li- 
censes. 

Report  and  order— That  there  be  allowed  and 
paid  to  Mary  McDonald  the  sum  of  $24.75,  as 
compensation  for  fowls  killed  by  dogs  Sept.  27th, 
1887,  to  be  paid  from  the  income  from  dog  li- 
censes. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

REPORT  FROM  THE  IflNANCF,  COMMITTEE. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Finance: 

Report  on  the  order  authorizing  the  city  audi- 
tor to  transfer  the  sum  of  $1800  from  the  appro- 
priation Andrew;  schoolhouse  yard,  said  sum  to 
constitute  a  special  appropriation  for  repairing 
and  fencing  Telegraph  Hill— That  in  their  opin- 
ion the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Keport  accepted,  naid  order  passed,  yeas  9  nays 
1,  Aid.  Lee  voting  nay.     Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  order  authorizing  the  city  au- 
ditor to  transfer  to  the  appropriation  for  the 
Sewer  Department,  from  the  appropriation  for 
Cambridge  street  bridge,  Allston,  $40,000;  from 
that  for  Mt.  Washington  avenue,  bridge,  $9680; 
from  that  for  Warren  bridge,  . $13,170 ;  from  that 
for  Commonwealth  avenue,  $100,000,  and  from 
that  for  Talbot  avenue, ($25,000— Recommending 
the  passage  of  the  order  in  the  following  new 
draft : 

Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  bo  authorized 
to  transfer  to  the  appropriation  for  sewers,  from 
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the  appropriation  for  Cambridge  street  bridge, 
Allston,  the  sum  of  $20,000. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was 
read . 

Aid.  Lee— I  certainly  do  not  intend  to  oppose 
the  passage  of  that  order,  but  it  does  seem  to  me, 
Mr.  Chairman — 

The  Chairman- -The  question  is  upon  sus- 
pending the  rule.  Aid.  Allen  moves  that  the 
rule  be  suspended,  so  that  the  order  may  be  put 
upon  its  passage  at  this  time. 

Aid.  Lee— I  didn't  hear  the  alderman  make 
the  motion. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  was  declared 
carried.    Aid.  Lee  doubted  the  vote. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  haven't  heard  the  order 
read.  I  happened  to  be  outside  and  I  don't  know 
what  the  order  is. 

The  Chairman  read  the  order. 

The  Board  was  divided  on  the  suspension  of 
the  rule,  4  in  favor,  3  against,  and  the  motion 
was  declared  lost.  Aid  Carroll  doubted  the  vote 
and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were 
ordered ; 

Yea»— Aid.  Carroll,  Lee, Maguire,  McLaughlin, 
Sullivan— 5. 

Navs — Aid.  Allen,  Bromwich,  Capen,  Dono- 
van, Haynes,   N.  G.  Smith,  C.  W.  Smith— 7. 

The  Board  having  refused  to  suspend  the  rule 
the  order  went  over. 

FLAG. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Police  (Aid.) : 

Report  that  leave  be  granted  Thomas  G.  Ste- 
venson Post,  No.  26,  G.  A.  R.,  to  suspend  a  flag 
from  Oriental  Hall.  Accepted,  and  leave  grant- 
ed on  the  usual  conditions. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND   ORDERS. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving  (Aid.) : 

Report  and  order — That  the  superintendent  of 
streets  be  directed  to  put  Wigglesworth  street  in 
condition  for  public  travel;  also  to  pave  the 
sidewalks  on  said  street,  where  needed,  with 
brick,  one  half  the  cost  of  paving  said  side- 
walks to  he  assessed  on  the  owners  of  abutting 
estates.  Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rule. 

Reports  and  orders  for  brick  sidewalks  in 
front  of  estates  of  Edward  Enslin,  1470  Tremont 
street;  Mary  Hayden,  801  and  802  East  Third 
street.  Reports  accepted,  orders  passed,  under 
a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Reports  and  order  for  edgestone  and  brick 
sidewalk  in  front  of  estate  of  Joseph  Feldman, 
156  to  162,  inclusive,  Huntington  avenue.  Re- 
port accepted,  order  passed,  under  a  suspension 
of  the  rule. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $3.67  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  abated  from  the  assessment  for 
edgestone  and  sidewalk  $34.24,  levied  Oct.  12, 
1887,  against  the  estate  of  Ruth  A.  Lanford,  Nos. 
5  and  7  Savin  street,  on  account  of  error  in 
measurement  of  edgestone. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order— That  the  sidewalk  assess- 
ment of  $13.44  levied  October  12,  1887,  against 
the  estate  No.JB  High  street,  Ward  24,  Mar- 
garet E.  Hayward,  owner,  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  abated  on  account  of  a  previous  concrete 
sidewalk.  Report  accepted!  order  passed  under 
a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Report  that  leave  be  granted  C.  S.  Packard  to 
move  a  wooden  building  from  Cambridge  street 
to  Lexington  street  near  Union  street,  Ward  25. 
Accepted,  and  leave  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions. 

Reports  and  orders  granting  licenses  on  the 
usual  conditions  to  the  Massachusetts  Institute 
of  Technology  to  construct  and  maintain  a 
Hyatt  light  on  Clarendon  street;  and  to  A.  D. 
Bill,  to  construct  a  granite  block,  four  feet  long, 
one  foot  wide  and  one  foot  deep,  for  a  grating  at 
69  Chambers  street.  Reports  accepted,  orders 
passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order— That  the  superintendent  of 
streets  be  directed  to  pave  the  sidewalk  with 
brick  on  the  southerly  side  of  Sumner  street, 
between  Cottage  and  leaver  streets.  East  Bos- 
ton, one  half  the  cost  thereof  to  be  assessed  on 
the  owners  of  abutting  estates. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

ELECTRIC  "WIRES. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Electric  Wires : 


Report  and  order— That  permission  be  granted 
to  the  Cbarlestown  Gas  Company  to  erect  in 
Charlestown  one  pole  on  Pleasant  street,  be- 
tween Mam  and  Warren  streets;  one  pole  on 
Middlesex  street,  between  Main  and  Lynde- 
borough  streets  (severally  on  the  usual  condi- 
tions). 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Report  and.'order — That  permission  be  granted 
to  ithe  Gamewell  Fire  Alarm  Telegraph  Com- 
pany, to  set  up  and  maintain  police  signal 
stations  and.  iron  posts  for  telephone  and  tele- 
graph signal  service,  at  the  following  places, 
namely : 

North  side  of  Hayward  place,  one  station. 

Park,  Commonwealth  avenue,  near  Arlington 
street,  one  station. 

Common,  near  the  West  street  entrance,  one 
station. 

Commonwealth-avenue  Park,  near  Arlington 
street,  one  iron  post. 

Common,  near  West  street  entrance,  one  iron 
post. 

This  permit  is  granted  upon  condition  that 
said  company  shall  first  give  to  the  city  an 
agreement  in  writing  satisfactory  to  the  city  so- 
licitor, saving  the  city  harmless  against  any  and 
all  claims  for  damages,  costs,  expenses,  or  com- 
pensation for  or  on  account  of,  or  in  any  way 
growing  out  of,  the  location  and  use  of  said 
police  signal  stations  ami  iron  posts. 

Also,  upon  conditi"ii  that  the  work  of  locating 
said  police  signal  station  on  the  above-named 
street  shall  be  done  under  the  direction  and  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  superintendent  of  streets: 
also,  that  said  police  signal  stations  and  iron 
posts  on  the  above-named  Common  and  public 
grounds  shall  be  done  under  the  direction  and 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  superintendent  of  Com- 
mon and  public  grounds. 

Also,  upon  condition  that  said  company  shall 
not  remove  any  signal  station  or  post  located  by 
authority  of  this  order  without  permission  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  and  shall  remove  said  signal 
stations  and  posts  when  so  directed  by  said 
Board. 

Also,  upon  condition  that  if  any  of  the  above 
conditions  are  not  complied  with,  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  may  remove  said  police  signal  sta- 
tions and  posts  at  the  expense  of  said  com- 
pany. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

STEAM    ENGINES. 

Aid.  Haynes,  for  the  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines,  submitted  reports,  recommending 
that  leave  be  granted  to  locate  and  use  steam 
boilers  for  heating  purposes,  as  follows: 

R.  R.  Wiley,  10-horse  power,  No.  10  Soley 
street. 

R.  G.  Morris,  five-horse  power,  Bellevue  street, 
near  Oriole  street,  Ward  23. 

Nathan  B.  Goodnow,  48-horse  power,  1172-1194 
Washington  street. 

Mary  Hemmenway,  11-horse  power,  No.  40  Mt. 
Vernon  street. 

Samuel  G.  King,  six-horse  power,  Beaumont 
street,  near  Carruth  street,  Ward  24. 

H.  A.  Whitney,  18-horse  power,  No.  261  Marl- 
borough street. 

F.  G.  Heath,  six-horse  power,  No.  43  East  Con- 
cord street. 

Charles  S.  Haley  estate  (two),  35-horse  power, 
No.  42  Bedford  street. 

I.  D.  Allen  &  Co.,  eight-horse  power,  21  Win- 
ter street. 

H.  A.  Whitney,  10-horse  power,  54  Boylston 
street. 

Park  "  Manufacturing  Company.  20  horse 
power,  No.  34  Beach  street. 

L.  V.  Miles.  20-horse  power,  Nos.  143  147  Wash- 
ington street. 

Peter  Graff  am  (five),  15-horse  power  each, West 
Chester  park,  Nos.  277.  279,  281.  283,  285. 

B.  C.  hardwiek,  15-horse  power,  Washington 
street,  corner  Tremlett  street. 

A.  C.  Force,  15-horse  power,  Folsom  street, 
near  Dudley  street. 

Reports  severally  accented,  leave  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 

Also  a  report  on  the  petition  of  William  Wal- 
lace, for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler 
of  four-horse  power  for  heating  purposes,  at  No. 
348  Shawmut  avenue,  recommending  that  the 
petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw. 

Report  accepted. 
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LICENSES. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  recommending  the 
granting-  of  licenses  to  sundry  newsboys  and, 
bootblacks. 

Reports  accepted,  and  said  licenses  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 

Report  of  the  same  committee,  recommending 
that  a  license  be  granted  John  F.  Wakefield, 
that  his  daughters  may  appear  as  musicians  in 
their  concert  in  Lyceum  Hall,  East  Boston, 
Nov.  1. 

Report  accepted,  and  licenses  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

BAY  WINDOWS  AND   PROJECTIONS. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith,  for  the  Committee  on  the 
Department  for  Inspection  of  Buildings  (Aid.), 
submitted  the  following: 

Report  that  a  permit  be  granted  Ernest  C. 
Marshall  to  project  a  druggist's  mortar  from 
building  155  and  157  Bunker-Hill  street,  Charles- 
town  District. 

Report  accepted ;  permit  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  A.  D.  Collins  for 
leave  to  project  three  bay  windows  from  build- 
ings Nos.  1,  3  and  5  Paul  street,  Ward  16— Recom- 
mending that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw. 

Report  accepted. 

COURT  HOUSE. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  County  Buildings,  recommending 
leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of  Charles 
D'Arcy  for  permission  to  sell  notions  in  front  of 
Court  House,  corner  Court  street  and  Court 
square.    Accepted. 

RESCINDING  OF  LICENSES. 

Aid.  Maguire  offered  the  following  orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  order  granting  a  license  to 
William  S.  Swett,  which  was  passed  in  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  Feb.  14,  1887,  to  construct  an 
opening  in  the  sidewalk  on  Chapman  street, 
Ward  1C,  from  54  to  62  inclusive,  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  order  granting  a  license  to 
Joseph  B.  and  Albert  B.  Glover,  which  was 
passed  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  March  21,  1887, 
to  construct  and  maintain  an  excavation  for 
coal  holes,  in  the  sidewalk  front  of  66  Boylston 
street,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  order  granting  a  license  to 
Thomas  F.  Edmands  and  J.  Rayner  Edmands, 
trustees  of  estate  of  John  Rayner,  which  was 
passed  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  Jane  7,  1887,  to 
construct  and  maintain  an  excavation  hi  the 
sidewalk,  at  14  Elm  street,  Ward  7,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  rescinded. 

Ordered.  That  the  order  granting  a  license  to 
Anna  T.  Geyer.  which  was  passed  in  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  Dec.  6, 1886.  to  construct  and  main- 
tain a  coal  hole  in  the  sidewalk  at  38  Cottage 
street.  East  Boston,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  order  granting  a  license  to 
James  S.  Stone,  which  was  passed  in  Board  of 
Aldermen  Nov.  15,  1887,  to  construct  and  main- 
tain a  pipe  under  and  across  Purchase  street, 
from  144  to  107  Purchase  street,  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  order  granting  a  license  to 
Anna  M.  Bersig.  which  was  passed  in  Board  of 
Aldermen  Aug.  30,  1886,  to  construct  and  main- 


tain a  coal  hole  in  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  her 
estate  on  Gates  street,  be,  and  the  same  is  here- 
by, rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  order  granting  a  license  to 
Frank  Ferdinand,  which  was  passed  in  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  April  4  1887,  to  construct 
and  maintain  two  coal  holes  in  the  sidewalk 
front  of  his  estate,  11  and  13  on  Warren  street, 
Ward  21,  be.  and  the  same  is  hereby,  rescinded. 

Orders  severally  passed. 

STATUE  OF  LEIF  ERICSON. 

Aid.  Maguire  presented  the  petition  of  E.  N. 
Horsford  and  others,  for  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall 
on  Saturday  afternoon,  Oct.  29th,  inst.,  for  a 
public  meeting. 

In  connection  with  the  above,  Aid.  Maguire 
offered  an  order— That  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall 
be  granted,  without  expense,  to  E.  N.  Horsford 
and  others  on  Saturday  afternoon,  Oet.  29th, 
inst.,  on  the  occasion  of  the  dedication  of  the 
statue  of  Leif  Ericson. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

MEMBERSHIP   OF  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL, 

Aid.  Maguire  offered  an  order— 'l'hat  Chapter 
210  of  the  Acts  of  1887,  establishing  the  number 
of  members  of  the  Common  Council  of  the  city 
of  Boston,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  accepted 
and  approved  according  to  the  intent  and  pur- 
pose of  said  act. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

liquor  licenses. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  offered  an  order— That  there 
he  allowed  and  paid  to  Bridget  E.  Dolan,  from 
the  income  from  liquor  licenses,  the  sum  of  $73. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Claims. 

LIGHTING  OF     ALDERMANIC    CHAMBER. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  offered  an  order-  That  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  be  requested 
to  inform  the  Board  of  the  price  paid  Ljer  day  for 
lighting  the  Aldermanic  Chamber  b1  electricity ; 
and  if  the  same  price  is  paid  wher  it  becomes 
necessary  (as  it  does  at  almost  every  meeting)  to 
light  the  gas  in  order  to  see  the  electric  lights. 

Passed. 

'     SUBURBAN   STREET    RAILWAY. 

Aid.  Capen  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Railroads,  to  whom  was  recommitted 
the  petition  of  the  Suburban  Street  Railway 
Company,  for  a  change  in  the  location  of  tracks 
in  Beacon  and  Arlington  streets— Recommend- 
ing that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw 
a,t  their  own  request. 

Accepted. 

EAST  BOSTON  FERRIES. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an  order— That  the  city 
auditor  be  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  re- 
served fund  to  the  appropriation  for  East  Bos- 
ton ferries,  the  sum  of  $5562.52. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

ELECTION  HOLIDAY. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an  order— That  in  part 
payment  for  their  services,  all  ijity  employees 
whose  services .  can  be  dispensed  with,  be  al- 
lowed holidays  on  the  days  of  the  State  and 
municipal  elections  without  loss  of  pay. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Sent 
down. 

Adjourned,  at  6.09  P.M.,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Mc- 
Laughlin. 


COMMON     COUNCIL. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council. 


Thursday,  Oct.  27,  1887. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  Common   Council,    at 
7.30  P.M.,  President  Barry  in  the  chair. 

ADDITIONAL    POWERS     TO     SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order— That  His 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  petition  the 
Legislature  at  its  next  session  for  such  legisla- 
tion as  will  give  the  School  Committee  the  ex- 
clusive control  of  all  matters  relating  to  the 
public  schools,  including  the  purchase  of  land, 
and  the  erection  and  maintenance  of  school- 
houses,  and  will  give  to  said  committee  the 
power  to  fix  the  ajnount  of  annual  appropria- 
tions therefor,  such  amount  to  be  levied  as  a  sep- 
arate tax  in  the  same  manner  as  State  and 
county  taxes  are  now  levied. 

Assigned  to  8  o'clock,  on  motion  of  Mr.  "Whit- 
more. 

SALARIES  OF    BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  to  rescind  the  vote  by 
which  the  Council  accepted  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  in  the  matter  of  the 
salaries  of  the  Board  of  Health,  which  was  ac- 
cepted at  the  last  meeting.  On  investigation  I 
find  that  it  is  not  in  proper  form,  and  if  the 
motion  is  carried  I  will  move  to  recommit  it  to 
the  committee,  in  order  that  it  may  be  put  hi 
proper  form. 

Mr.  Whall— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that  the 
time  has  not  yet  come  for  the  making  of  motions. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  rule  the 
point  of  order- 
Mr.  Whitmore— Unless  the  gentleman  in- 
tends to  debate  it,  I  should  like  to  have  him 
point  out  why  we  cannot  make  any  motions  at 
this  time.  It  does  not  call  for  debate ;  it  is  not 
a  reconsideration.  It  is  a  separate  motiom 
and  must,  of  necessity,  be  so  considered.  If 
the  gentleman  intends  to  debate  it,  I  shall  move 
to  assign  it ;  otherwise  I  shall  insist  upon  it  be- 
ing acted  upon  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Whall— I  see  no  necessity  for  debating 
this  matter,  since  the  Chair  has  ruled  the  point 
of  order  well  taken. 

The  President— The  Chair  has  not  yet  ruled. 

Mr.  Whall— Then  I  intend  to  debate  that  mo- 
tion. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  rule  the 
point  of  order  not  well  taken.  The  question  is 
on  the  motion  to  rescind. 

Mr.  "Whall  moved  to  assign  to  9  o'clock  this 
evening. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  ask  the  gentleman 
to  make  a  motion  to  assign  to  an  earlier  hour, 
unless  he  has  some  special  reason  for  making 
that  motion. 

Mr.  Whall— I  will  make  the  motion  that  we 
assign  it  to  8  o'clock. 

The  motion  to  assign  to  8  o'clock  was  carried. 

next  meeting  of  the  council. 

Mr.  Whall  offered  an  order— That  when  this 
Council  adjourns  it  adjourns  to  meet  on  Thurs- 
day evening,  Nov.  10,  at  half-past  7  o'clock. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule.  Mr. 
Whall  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

membership  of  the  council. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  (on  the  part  of  the 
Common  Council)  make  (if  not  reported  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen)  a  report  at  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  Common  Council  of  an  order  referred 
to  them  concerning  the  acceptance  of  Chapter 
210  of  the  acts'of  1S87. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Whall— As  I  understand,  it  is  a  matter  of 
fact  that  no  such  ordinance  has  been  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances  on  the  pari  of  the 
Council.  If  the  gentleman  will  amend  his  order 
so  that  it  will  read,  commanding  the  whole 
Committee  on  Ordinances  to  report,  I  would 
have  no  objections,  but  he  cannot  com- 
mand   a    part    of     the     committee    to    report 


on  a  subject  that  is  referred  to  the  whole  com- 
mittee. I  think  the  gentleman  himself  will  see 
the  force  of  the  point  I  make.  I  do  not  think 
anybody  will  interpose  any  objection  if  the 
order  reads  so  that  the  Committee  <an  Ordi- 
nances be  instructed  to  report  at  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  Council,  at  the  latest,  upon  such  a 
subject.  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  that  passes  in 
the  parliamentary  wav,  that  is,  by  acceptance  in 
this  branch  and  the  other  branch,  that  the  com- 
mittee will  report.  I  have  no  doubt,  if  that 
order  passes  or  does  not  pass,  that  the  committee 
will  report. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  drew  the  order  exactly  as 
I  desired,  and  I  drew  the  order  in  accordance 
with  the  rules  and  orders  of  this  body.  I  also 
insist  at  this  present  time,  since  the  gentleman 
has  referred  to  the  question  of  whether  the 
order  would  or  would  not  be  smothered  in 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  that  on 
account  of  the  statement  made  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  I 
drewr  that  order.  I  would  also  say  that  in 
drawing  that  order  I  had  in  consideration  that 
this  Council  voted  that  a  certain  order  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  I  sup- 
pose that  this  Council  as  a  body  had  a  right  to 
refer  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  and  I 
suppose  that  this  Council  has  a  right  over  all 
committees  that  are  connected  with  this  body- 
that  is,  the  Common  Council.  That  order  is  not 
drawn  so  that  it  will  affect  the  joint  committee; 
that  order  is  drawn  so  that  the  committee  formed 
of  members  of  this  body  shall  be  ordered  to  do  a 
certain  act,  and  as  I  consider  that  this  body  of  the 
City  Council  has  due  control  over  all  commit- 
tees which  are  formed  from  members  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  I  drew  that  order ;  and  I  think  every 
gentleman  here  present  considers  that  this  Com- 
mon Council  as  a  body  has  a  right  to  control  its 
own  committees— that  is  to  say  order  the  mem- 
bers of  this  body  who  are  on  committees.  There- 
fore I  drew  the  order  specially  stating  that  if  a 
certain  order  was  not  reported  by  the  joint  com- 
mittee in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  that  this 
Council  would  order  those  members  of  that 
committee  who  are  members  of  this  board  to  re- 
port that  order  here.  I  have  introduced  this 
order  because,  as  I  stated  previously,  members 
of  the  Ordinance  Committee  have  stated  pub- 
licly, and  I  have  not  heard  it  from  hearsay,  but 
have  heard  it  with  my  own  ears,  that  the  order 
would  lie  on  the  table.  One  gentleman  on  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  stated  to  me  that  it 
made  no  difference  whether  it  lay  on  the  table 
six  weeks  or  six  months.  I  came  to  the  impres- 
sion and  also  to  the  conclusion  that  members  of 
the  Council  who  ordered  this  order  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  bad 
a  perfect  right  to  call  upon  that  part  of  the 
.  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  whom  this  order 
was  referred  to  produce  the  order.  If  this  were 
not  allowed  the  members  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, any  committee  could  by  vote  lay  on  the  table 
from  week  to  week  and  from  month  to  month, 
and  until  the  year  had  expired,  any  order  that 
came  before  that  committee.  A  majority  of 
any  committee  that  would  vote  to  lay  an  order 
on  the  table  from  week  to  week,  tiie  members 
of  that  committee  stating  that  the  order  was  to 
be  laid  on  the  table  from  week  to  week,  was 
sufficient  to  make  me  believe  that  there  was 
some  intention  to  lay  that  order  on  the  table 
from  week  to  week  and  from  month  to  month, 
and  therefore  I  feel  that  this  Common  Council 
will  agree  with  me  that  this  order  should  be 
brought  in  before  this  body,  if  the  gentlemen  of 
the  committee  have  not  seen  lit  to  report  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  I  hope  that  the  order  will 
be  put  upon  its  passage,  and  that  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances  on  the  part  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, over  which  we  have  some  control,  will  be 
allowed  to  report  that  order  back  to  this  Council 
if  not  presented  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  state  at  this 
time  that  no  debate  is  in  order. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McNary  the  rule  prohibiting 
debate  was  suspended. 

Mr.  Whitmore— It  seems  to  mie,  Mr.  Presi- 
dennt,  that  the  presiding  officer  in  this  body  has 
but  one  duty  in  this  matter,  and  that  is  to  rule 
the  order  out  of  order  in  its  present  form.  I 
have  seen  a  good  many  curious  proceedings  in 
this  body  in  regard  to  parliamentary  matters. 
but  I  never  saw  such  a  remarkable  one  as  the 
one  now  attempted.  Our  joint  rules  cover  the 
matter  fully.  This  matter,  as  the  records  show, 
was  referred  to  a  joint  standing  committee.    It 
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is  in  the  hands  of  the  committee  at  the  present 
time.  This  Council  has  no  control  over  it  in  any 
way  whatever,  distinct  from  such  action  as  may 
he  taken  hy  this  body  and  also  by  the  Board  of 
Alderman.  It  will  be  impossible  for  this  Coun- 
cil alone  to  instruct  the  Committee  on  Ordinan- 
ces to  do  anything ;  it  will  be  impossible  for  the 
Board  to  require  the  joint  committee  or  any  of 
the  joint  committees  to  return  the  paper  to  this 
body.  That  goes  without  saying.  It  is  so  plain 
that,  as  I  said  before,  I  am  astonished  at  any 
member  getting  up  in  this  Council,  however 
blinded  by  prejudice  in  regard  to  the  advan- 
tages of  the  subject  matter,  and  suppose  that  it 
could  he  done.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  the 
committee  on  ordinances  on  the  part  of  this 
Council;  there  has  no  sucli  committee  ever  been 
appointed ;  there  is  no  such  committee  recog- 
nized by  our  rules,  or  hy  our  list,  and  if  there 
were  any  such  committee  they  have  not  had 
referred  to  them  any  papers  whatever,  and  cer- 
tainly any  instruction  to  them  cannot  taKe  a 
paper  out  of  the  hands  of  any  other  committee. 
The  gentleman  is  entirely  mistaken  in  those 
two  poiuts.  There  is  no  such  committee  as  he 
intends  to  instruct,  and  if  there  were  any  such 
committee  they  had  no  papers  in  their  hands  at 
present,  because  they  had  never  had  a  meeting 
this  year,  as  they  never  existed;  and  in  the  next 
place  this  Council  alone  cannot  instruct  a  joint 
committee  in  regard  to  any  of  its  duties  or  any 
of  its  actions.  All  that  it  can  do  is  to  pass  an 
order,  to  be  concurred  in  by  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men in  regard  to  any  such  act,  and  for  that  rea- 
son, and  for  the  reason  that  excuse  has  been 
taken  to  go  out  of  the  record  to  censure  a  stand- 
ing committee,  I  trust  the  Chair  will  decide  the 
point  of  order  which  I  now  raise — that  the  order 
is  entirely  out  of  order,  not  being  in  proper 
form. 

Mr.  Sanger— To  my  mind,  Mr.  President,  the 
order  as  introduced  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  22  is  not  in  the  nature  of  a  censure  upon 
the  joint  committee  of  the  City  Council,  but  his 
request  is  entirely  a  proper  one  viewed  from  his 
standpoint,  provided  he  was  told  as  he  claims  to 
have  been  told  by  a  member  of  the  committee, 
that  it  didn't  make  any  difference  whether  the 
matter  laid  on  the  table  six  weeks  or  six 
months.  But  as  a  member  of  the  committee  and 
as  a  lawyer  I  would  suggest,  as  a  solution  of  the 
difficulty  which  he  seems  to  be  laboring  under, 
the  fact  that  no  report  has  been  made  by  the 
committee.  I  will  suggest  to  him  that  inasmuch 
as  the  order  has  been  only  three  weeks  before 
the  committee,  and  inasmuch  as  our  rules  and 
regulations  say  that  a  report  shall  be  made 
within  four  weeks  from  the  time  that  the  order 
is  submitted  to  them,  that  some  member  of  the 
committee  before  the  next  meeting  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  will  ask  to  have  that  mat- 
ter brought  up  and  acted  upon  for  the  reason 
that  it  would  have  been  before  the  committee 
for  four  weeks,  and  then  a  report  would  be  ex- 
pected by  the  Council,  that  a  report  would  at 
that  time  be  in  order  to  the  Council,  and  for 
that  reason  I  would  suggest  that  we  give  the 
committee  the  full  time  allowed  them  by  our 
rules. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— Before  I  get  through  I  will 
withdraw  the  order,  but  since  I  have  been  a 
member  of  the  Common  Council,  although  I 
have  studied  somewhat  into  the  rules  and  some- 
what into  tin.'  duties  that  committees  have  here- 
to performed,  I  must  honestly  say  that  I  have 
yet  to  find  out  what  it  is  that  governs  the  com- 
mittees of  the  Common  Council  or  the  joint 
committees  save  the  members  of  the  Common 
Council  and  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  I  intro- 
duced the  order  to  find  out  this  fact,  if  it  were 
so,  that  if  a  joint  committee  or  a  distinct  com- 
mittee of  the  Common  Council  deem  it  bene- 
ficial for  themselves  to  hold  an  order  what  con- 
trol the  members  of  this  Common  Council  would 
have  over  a  committee  consisting  of  only  mem- 
bers of  the  Common  Council,  or  what  control 
the  members  of  the  Common  Council  or  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  would  have  over  a  joint  com- 
mittee. As  I  stated  before,  and  I  state  it  again, 
a  gentleman  on  the  committee  told  me  the 
facts  this  order  might  lie  on  the  table  for  six 
weeks  or  six  months  in  the  committee.  I  would 
state  that  that  was  said  to  me,  that  it  made  no 
difference  whether  the  order  laid  there  six  weeks 
or  six  months,  and  I  had  the  opinion  that  if  a 
member  of  that  committee  could  make  fairly 
such  a  statement  as  that  he  would  have  such 
control  in  the  committee  as  to  keep  that  or  any 


other  order,  which  had  already  been  before  them 
for  three  weeks,  out  of  the  way,  or  a  majority  of 
the  committee  would  have  such  control  that  the 
matter  would  not  come  before  the  Common  Coun- 
cil or  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  I  see  now,  at  least 
I  am  told  so  by  the  senior  member  of  this  Coun- 
cil, that  I  have  put  in,  in  mild  terms,  a  very  ir- 
regular order.  I  don't  know  whether  I  have 
gamed  that  information  by  putting  in  this  very 
irregular  order,  but  I  say  the  Common  Council  is 
in  this  position  that  if  the  order  I  have  intro- 
duced here  is  out  of  order,  and  any  order  com- 
manding or  directing  a  committee  composed 
partly  of  members  of  this  Common  Council 
has  no  effect  at  all,  it  is  as  much  as  to 
assert  that  a  committee  on  the  part  of 
the  Common  Council  is  a  greater  body  than 
the  whole  Common  Council  together.  If  my 
reasoning  is  wrong  I  will  be  willing  to  ac- 
knowledge it,  but  at  the  present  time  I  cannot 
see  that  it  is.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  11  has 
said,  and  I  believe  that  we  have  good  reason  to 
suppose  that  what  he  has  said  is  true,  that  some 
member  will  report  from  that  committee  with 
regard  to  the  matter  which  I  have  introduced  in 
this  order.  Therefore,  on  that  statement  from 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  11,  I  will  withdraw 
my  order  unless  objection  is  made. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  object.  I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order,  and  I  await  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  be- 
cause I  consider  it  a  matter  that  should  be 
placed  on  record,  and  I  did  not  raise  the  point  of 
order  which  perhaps  I  should  have  done  before, 
because  I  wished  to  give  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  22  a  chance  to  fully  air  his  imaginary 
grievance.  The  fact  that  at  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  this  identical  matter 
was  referred  to  that  committee  is  a  sufficient  an- 
swer to  the  point  that  the  committee  has 
unnecessarily  delayed  the  subject.  I  say, 
sir.  that  the  supposed  friends  of  this 
iniquitous  division  have  adopted  parlia- 
mentary expedients  in  the  other  branch  that  I 
have  never  hef ore  seen  tried,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  instead  of  the  gentleman  being  simply  al- 
lowed to  withdraw  the  order,  the  Chair  should 
be  allowed  to  rule  on  the  point  of  order  so  that 
the  matter  may  be  settled,  not  only  in  this  case 
but  in  other  cases,  that  the  principle  for  which 
I  contend,  and  which  I  never  heard  questioned 
before,  that  this  Council  does  not  and  can  not 
recognizes  an j  division  of  a  joinl  committee,  is 
the  right  one.  _  In  point  of  fact,  for  a  number  of 
years  it  stood  in  our  rules  that  the  members  of 
joint  committees  should  not  hold  separate  con- 
sultations on  the  part  of  the  members  from 
the  different  branches.  Iliad  that  stricken  out 
myself,  some  two  or  three  years  ago,  because 
the  matter  seemed  to  be  beyond  all  dispute,  and 
every  one  admitted  it  to  be  explicitly  set  forth 
in  the  joint  rules.  It  was  so  entirely  understood 
that  there  could  be  no  such  thing  as  a  division 
of  the  committee,  that  we  dropped  the  provision 
from  the  rules  at  that  time.  Otherwise  it  would 
have  been  in  print  before  us  as  a  warning  to  the 
gentleman  opposite,  or  any  one  else,  that  what 
is  being  tried  to  be  done  cannot  be  done.  I  de- 
sire at  this  time  simply  to  request  the  members 
of  the  Common  Couneil  not  to  prejudge  the 
case  of  the  committee  by  any  statements  that 
have  been  made.  I  don't  think  it  is  the  proper 
time  to  go  into  the  question  of  whet  her  1  he  gen- 
tleman is  mistaken  in  what  he  has  said  or  not. 
At  all  events  I  hope  the  Council  will  consider 
that  those  statements  are  not  properly  before 
the  Council,  should  not  have  been  made  in  de- 
bale,  and  that  the  gentleman  ought  not  to  have 
been  allowed  to  continue.  I  hope  the  members 
of  the  Council  will  discharge  the  whole  matter 
from  their  minds  until  such  time  as  the  joint 
committee,  under  the  rules,  comes  in  with  its 
report. 

Mr.  Whall— With  the  permission  of  the  Chair 
I  would  like  to  speak  to  the  point  of  order  raised 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12.  As  I  under- 
stand it,  the  status  of  the  case  is  this:  Several 
weeks  ago  this  Common  Council  referred,  under 
the  operation  of  a  joint  rule,  not  a*  Council  rule, 
which  had  been  previously  adopted  by  concur- 
rent adion  of  both  branches  of  I  In1  government. 
The  Common  Council,  by  virtue  of  that  rule,  re- 
ferred this  subject  matter  to  a  joint  committee. 
When  that  subject  was  referred  to  the  joint 
committee,  composed  not  only  of  Councilmen 
but  of  Aldermen,  it  went  there  with  as  much 
sanction  and  as  much  authority  as  if  a  separate 
vote  had  been  taken  here  referring  it  to  that 
committee,  and  the  matter  afterwards  had  gone 
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to  the  Board  of  Aldernien  and  by  a  concurrent 
vote  there  had  been  referred.  In  other  words, 
the  subject  matter  had  gotten  to  a  joint  commit- 
tee by  joint  action.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year 
each  branch  said  to  the  other  this :  If  by  a  vote 
of  yours  you  refer  a  matter  to  a  jo.nt  commit- 
tee, we  on  our  part  forego  the  privilege  of  vot- 
ing upon  that  same  question,  and  in  advance 
we  promise  to  concur  in  tbe  reference,  by 
joint  action,  so  that  a  matter  before  a  joint  com- 
mittee may  come  before  both  branches  of  the 
City  Council.  Now  of  course  the  gentleman  is 
too  much  of  a  parliamentarian  to  assert  for  a 
moment  that  a  matter  before  a  joint  committee, 
by  joint  action,  can  be  taken  from  that  joint 
committee  by  one  party  to  the  action.  The 
Council  alone  couldn't  take  that  paper  from  a 
joint  committee,  the  Board  of  Aldermen  alone 
cannot  take  the  paper  from  a  joint  committee, 
but  the  committee  is  not  bigger,  as  the  gentle- 
man would  seem  to  insinuate,  than  the  respec- 
tive bodies  from  which  it  springs.  If  the  Com- 
mon Councilmen  and  the  members  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  think  they  are  not  being  treated 
fairly  by  any  of  its  committees,  if  they  think  a 
committee  is  insulting  their  intelligence  or  try- 
ing to  throw  dust  in  their  eyes,  there  is  nothing 
to  prevent  both  branches,  by  joint  action,  from 
taking  the  matter  away  from  that  committee. 
If  the  gentleman  tonight  had  put  in  an  order 
that  from  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  should 
be  taken  the  papers  in  this  case,  and  that  order 
should  pass  here  and  afterwards  be  concurred  in 
by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  then  the  subject 
matter  would  come  right  here  as  it  was  when 
the  first  reference  was  made  we  are  bigger 
than  any  of  our  committees,  and  the  gentleman 
is  either  laboring  under  a  mistake,  or  he  is 
throwing  a  cloud  of  dust  about  this  whole  ques- 
tion when  he  seems  to  insinuate  that  anybody 
on  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  or  anybody  on 
the  floor  of  this  chamber  other  than  him- 
self, would  seek  to  give  the  impres- 
sion that  any  committee  is  bigger  and 
of  larger  power  than  the  body  from  which 
it  springs.  The  gentleman  also  could  control 
the  action  of  that  committee  in  another  way. 
If  he  had  taken  the  suggestion  which  in  all  fair- 
ness I  made  when  the  matter  was  presented 
tonight,  namely,  that  the  Committee  on  Ordin- 
ances be  instructed  to  report  at  a  time  certain 
on  the  subject  mentioned,  then  we  could  have 
passed  that  order  tonight,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
but  that  there  would  not  be  a  single  vote  here 
against  instructing  that  committee  to  report  at 
a  time  certain.  Butthat  committee  would  notbe 
compelled  to  obey  that  order  until  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  had  concurred  in  it.  Then  receiving 
the  joint  order,  the  joint  committee  is  bound  to 
obey ;  and  if  it  does  not  obey  there  are  certain 
remedies  that  can  be  employed. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— May  I  ask  the  gentleman  a 
question? 

Mr.  Whall— Certainly. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— Suppose  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men do  not  concur  in  the  order? 

Mr.  "Whall— Then  it  would  prove  that  the 
joint  authority  that  sent  it  there  was  unwilling 
to  take  it  back,  and  until  the  joint  authority 
that  sends  the  matter  to  the  committee  says  it 
shall  be  reported  back,  it  stays  there.  The 
gentleman  would  seem  to  want  to  make  the 
Common  Council  bigger  than  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  and  common  Council  combined.  It 
was  sent  to  that  committee  by  joint  action,  and 
the  gentleman  would  strive  to  get  it  out  of 
their  hands  by  individual  or  separate  action. 
Now,  as  regards  the  order  put  in.  It  directs  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  on  the  part  of  the 
Council  to  report  on  this  matter  in  such  a  time  if 
such  and  such  a  thing  is  not  done.  First  of  all  it 
creates  a  special  committee,  because  there 
doesn't  exist  such  a  committee  as  the  committee 
on  ordinances  on  the  part  of  this  Council.  It 
never  has  had  a  meeting  this  year,  it  has  no  le- 
gal existence,  and  nobody  has  ever  heard  of  it, 
There  are  five  members  of  the  Common  Council 
who  happen  to  be  members  of  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances,  one  of  whom  I  happen  to 
be.  Now  that  directs  the  committee  supposing 
it  were  a  legal  committee,  to  report  on  a  paper 
which  is  not  before  it.  Suppose  the  committee 
of  the  Common  Council  should  go  to  the  joint 
committee  and  say  "Llere,  we  are  instructed  to 
report  on  this  to  the  Common  Council."  The 
joint  committee  could  refuse  to  give  the  papers 
up.  They  shall  give  the  papers  up  only  to  the 
Common  Council  itself  or  to  the  Board  of  Alder- 


men. They  cannot  give  them  up  to  any  separ- 
ate committee  unless  that  committee  comes  to 
them  reinforced  with  the  authority  both  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  the  Common  Council. 
The  entire  city  government  is  the  authority 
from  which  they  receive  their  power,  and  they 
are  not  bound  to  give  up  their  power  to  any 
power  inferior  to  them.  So  I  hold  that  the  point 
of  order  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
is  well  taken,  and  that  the  objection  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  22  that  we  could 
never  get  a  report  from  the  committee,  other- 
wise than  by  taking  this  action,  is  ill  founded. 

Mr.  McNary— Mr.  President.  I  would  like  to 
ask  you,  for  the  information  of  myself  and  other 
members  of  the  Common  Council,  exactly  in 
what  stage  and  in  what  position  is  the  order  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  22  at  the  present 
time?  If  it  is  out  of  order.by  directing  a  special 
committee  which  does  not  exist,  is  it  in  order 
now  for  me  to  offer  an  amendment  directing  a 
joint  committee  which  has  in  its  hands  these 
papers,  to  report? 

I  he  President— The  Chair  will  first  decide 
upon  the  point  of  order  raised  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12— the  point  of  order  which  is  now 
pending. 

Mr.  McNary— May  I  ask  what  the  point  of 
order  is,  Mr.  President.  .  .> 

The  Clerk— Mr.  Whitmore  raised  a  point  of 
order  that  the  order  was  out  order,  as  not  being 
in  proper  form. 

The  President— On  that  point  the  Chair  will 
rule  the  order  out  of  order. 

Mr.  McNary— I  would  now  like  to  offer  a  sub- 
stitute order.  If  the  order  is  out  of  order  in  its 
present  form,  there  is  nothing  for  me  to  do  but 
to  substitute  an  order  later  in  the  evening.  I 
suppose  it  is  out  of  order  now  to  offer  a  substi- 
tute. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  say  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  15  that  he  can  introduce 
a  new  order  under  the  head  of  motions,  orders 
and  resolutions. 

Mr.  McNary— It  it  perfectly  apparent  to  me 
that  I  cannot  do  so  at  the  present  time  as  I 
haven't  the  order  drawn  up— unless  the  Chair 
will  allow  me  to  recast  the  order. 

Mi'.  Whall  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  in  or- 
der that  the  gentleman  might  be  empowered  to 
offer  his  order  at  any  stage  of  the  proceedings. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  suggest  that  under 
our  rules,  i:  the  Chair  directs  a  member  to  re- 
duce his  motion  to  writing,  the  member  has  the 
floor,  and  no  business  can  take  place  until  the 
member  has  prepared  his  motion.  There  is  no 
necessity  for  suspending  the  rule.  The  rules 
provide  for  that. 

Mr.  McNary  reduced  his  order  to  writing  and 
submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Committee  on  Ordi- 
naces  be  instructed  i  o  make  a  report  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Common  Council  on  an  order  re- 
ferred to  them  concerning  the  acceptance  of 
Chapter  210  of  the  Acts  of  1887. 

Mr.  Whall— I  rise  for  information.  I  would 
like  to  know  what  the  order  means. 

Mr.  McNary— The  order  means  just  this.  I 
take  it  we  have  a  perfect  right,  acting  as  a  sepa- 
rate body,  if  the  Board  of  Aldermen  will  concur 
with  us  afterwards,  to  request  or  direct  a  joint 
committee  to  do  anything  that  applies  to  a  mat- 
ter of  this  sort  that  has  been  referred  to  a  joint 
committee.  I  take  it  also  that  if  we  pass  the 
order  tonight  it  will  go  up  to  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen for  concurrence  Monday. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  question 
came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  McNary— It  is  high  time  that  this  com- 
mittee, at  least,  should  do  something  upon  this 
matter,  and  that  we  should  have  some  report 
from  them.  If  the  report  is  to  be  against  the 
order,  and  if  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  gentlemen 
representing  the  committee  that  the  act  should 
not  be  accepted,  they  ought  in  my  judgment  to 
act  upon  the  matter  in  justice  to  the  Common 
Council  and  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  It  is 
merely  a  question  of  fairness  and  justness  to  the 
person  introducing  the  original  order  which  the 
Common  Council  adopted,  it  is  merely  a  question 
of  justness  and  fairness  to  the  Legislature  that 
passed  on  the  question,  and  it  is  merely  a  ques- 
tion of  justness  and  fairness  to  the  members  of 
the  Common  Council  who  believe  that  the  act 
should  be  accepted.  I  believe  the  committee 
should  report  as  soon  as  possible.  Certainly 
they  are  intelligent  enough  and  able  enough  to 
decide  on  a  matter  in  a  week's  time,  so  that  the 
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act  can  be  accepted  and  can  go  into  effect  for  the 
next  city  election,  and  that  we  can  act  upon  it 
before  that  time.  Now  I  am  not  making  any 
charge  against  the  committee,  but  I  do  not 
think  they  should  delay  action  on  this  matter. 
I  think  the  committee  ought  to  report  in  a  short 
time,  so  that  the  Council  and  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen can  act  on  the  question,  and  do  what 
the  Legislature  authorizes  them  to  do,  if  we  so 
decide  to  accept  the  act  and  have  the  reappor- 
tionment take  place.  It  is  only  justice  to  the 
members  of  the  ward  so  affected,  that  this  mat- 
ter should  be  acted  upon.  1  hope  the  order  will 
pass.  If  the  Board  of  Aldermen  refuse  to  pass 
it,  I  suppose  that  ends  it  in  that  stage  of  the 
game,  and  we  will  then  take  what  other  meas- 
ures we  can  to  have  the  act  accepted. 

Mr.  Leary— I  move  that  debate  now  close. 

Mr.  Whall-I  hope  the  debate  will  not  close 
because  it  will  prevent  me  from  making  a  per- 
sonal explanation  relative  to  the  remarks  the 
gentleman  who  has  last  spoken  has  made.  I 
was  the  one  who  introduced  the  order  that  this 
act  of  the  Legislature  be  accepted.  The  gentle- 
man says  the  committee  should  report  in  justice 
to  the  gentleman  who  introduced  the  order.  I 
acquit  the  committee  of  all  injustice  to  me. 

McNary— I  would  make  a  correction,  if  the 
gentleman  will  allow  me. 

The  President— Does  the  gentleman  rise  to  a 
point  of  order? 

Mr.  McNary — Yes,  sir;  if  the  gentleman  will 
allow  me  one  moment  I  would  like  to  make  a 
correction.  If  he  does  not  desire  it  he  can  pro- 
ceed with  his  argument. 

Mr.  Whall— Certainly,  I  am  ready  to  hear  it. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  15  has  not  stated  any 
point  of  order  or  any  indication  of  it. 

Mr.  McNary— I  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  say  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  15  has  not  proceeded  far  enough  for 
him  to  aseertain  whether  the  gentleman  makes 
a  point,  of  order  or  not. 

Mr.  McNary— Will  the  gentleman  allow  me 
to  make  an  explanation?    I  would  ask  that. 

Mr.  Whall— I  have  no  objection,  if  the  other 
members  of  the  Council  are  willing. 

Mr.  McNary— When  I  spoke  1  intended  to 
refer  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  22,  as  intro- 
ducing an  original  order  for  the  reapportion- 
ment, and  not  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7. 

Mr.  Whall— I  hope  the  debate  will  not  now 
close  befm-e  1  have  a  chance  to  call  attention  to 
What  I  think  is  an  unusual  proceeding  on  the 
part  of  the  Common  Council.  I  will  premise 
what  I  have  to  say  with  this  statement,  that  I 
intend  to  vote  for  the  order  as  introduced  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  15.  I  believe  under  the 
rule  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  has  four 
weeks  in  which  to  report.  Three  weeks  have 
barely  gone  by,— two  weeks  have  only  gone  by,— 
and  before  we  have  given  the  committee  the 
full  time  allowed  them  under  the  rules  we  are 
proposing  to  ask  them  to  report.  Three  weeks 
ago  tonight  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  were 
entrusted  with  this  subject,  and  because  this 
committee  has  not  reported  within  three  weeks, 
when  the  rules  allow  them  at  least  four  weeks, 
the  Common  Council  takes  this  unusual  privi- 
lege of,  by  a  vote  of  this  kind,  expressing  dis- 
trust of  a  joint  committee.  I  shall  vote  for  this 
order,  but  I  tell  the  gentlemen  who  are  behind  it 
that  chickens  of  this  kind  oftentimes  come  home 
to  roost,  and  that  they  are  doing  something  now 
which  they  will  find  from  subsequent  develop- 
ments they  have  had  no  warrant  and  no  reason 
for.  Some  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  no 
doubt  are  opposed  to  this  measure.  Every  per- 
son who  is  a  Democrat  and  a  member  of  this 
government  should  be  opposed  to  it.  But, 
whether  we  are  opposed  to  it  or  not,  the  com- 
mittee no  doubt  will  give  members  a  chance  of 
showing,  by  a  yea  and  nay  vote,  their  individual 
preferences.  But  I  say  the  gentlemen  are  tak- 
ing an  unprecedented  course  in  practically  cen- 
suring a  committee  which  has  not  exceeded  the 
time  under  our  joint  rules  which  it  has  to  re- 
port in  by  passing  an  order  of  this  kind.  I  shall 
vote  for  it,  and  I  am  sincerely  confident  that 
there  is  not  a  single  member  of  this  much- 
abused  Committee  on  Ordinances  who  will  not 
record  his  vote  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  hope  the  motion  to  close 
debate  will  not  prevail,  because  I  should  be  de- 
barred from  making  a  statement  which  I  think 
I  am  entitled  to  make  as  a  member  of  the  Com- 


mittee on  Ordinances.  I  have  given  the  matter 
a  good  deal  of  attention,  and  I  desire,  whether  I 
come  in  with  a  majority  or  a  minority  report,  to 
present  a  scheme  to  the  Council  which  I  think 
is  entitled  to  some  consideration,  namely,  that 
the  act  should  have  provided  that  the  number 
of  representatives  per  ward  to  the  Common 
Council  should  be  proportionate  to  the  number 
of  persons  on  the  registered  voting  list,  and  I 
have  waited  until  the  registered  vote  of  the 
city  for  this  year  should  be  ascertained  before 
I  could  state  to  the  Council  what  the  effect  of 
that  would  be.  I  may  say,  sir,  however, 
as  far  as  I  can  judge,  that  if  the  registration  be 
60,000  or  thereabouts,  allowing  one  member  to 
every  750  registered  voters  in  the  wards  would 
make  very  little  disturbance  whatever,  and 
would  increase  the  number  of  councilmen  to 
only  75.  Now,  I  say  I  am  not,  as  a  member  of 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  neglecting  or 
trying  to  smother  anything  when  1  ask  time 
enough  in  that  committee  tohe  able  to  get  the 
facts  for  a  clear,  definite  and  honest  plan,  and 
I  do  not  intend  to  be  censured  by  a  gentleman 
who  allows  his  own  private  interests  in  regard 
to  the  possibility  of  holding  a  seat  in  this  body 
hereafter  to  interfere  with  what  I  claim  is  just 
and  proper  with  regard  to  the  representation  of 
the  whole  city,  without  reference  to  politics.  I 
say  that  a  more  iniquitous  gerrymander  has 
never  been  presented  to  the  public  than  the  one 
contained  in  the  bill,  and  I  say  it  irrespective  of 
parties,  because  it  does  as  much  injustice  to 
Republican  wards  as  it  does  to  Democratic 
wards.  I  claim,  sir,  that  I  have,  as  a  member  of 
that  committee,  given  a  great  deal  more  at- 
tention, I  venture  to  say,  to  the  subject  than  has 
the  gentleman  opposite,  because  I  have  had  to 
discuss  it  for  the  last  six  or  seven  years. 
I  say  we  are  not  trying  to  stifle  the  mat- 
ter, or  do  anything  improper;  but  I  claim,  as 
a  member  of  the  committee  that  we  have  the 
right  to  save  time  by  seeing  what  the  registra- 
tion for  the  city  is  to  be  before  we  go  to  the 
Council  with  either  a  majority  or  a  minority  re- 
port offering  some  fair  and  honest  substitute  for 
the  iniquitous  bill  which  the  gentleman  is 
championing  against  not  only  his  own  party  but 
against  the  citizens  and  voters  of  the  city.  It  is 
an  infamous  and  rascally  bill,  Mr.  President,  and 
I  say  that  because  no  gentleman  here  got  it  up. 
It  was  started  by  a  trade,  I  am  informed,  at  the 
State  House,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  no 
member  of  the  Council  and  no  one  of  the  com- 
mittee had  anything  to  do  with  it.  It  is  an 
iniquitous  and  shameful  dicker  and  trade  of  the 
public  rights  by  which  every  man  in  every  ward 
shall  have  as  nearly  as  possible  his  share  of  the 
representation.  I  say,  sn\  although  it  is  with  re- 
luctance I  speak  of  the  doings  of  a  committee 
before  they  make  any  return,  that  I  have  asked 
the  committee  on  one  occasion  to  lay  the  matter 
over  in  order  that  I  might  get  at  some  figures, 
and  I  say  that  I  think  as  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee I  am  doing  right.  At  all  events,  I  can 
promise  whenever  that  report  comes  in  that 
there  will  be  some  nuts  to  crack  that  the  gen- 
tleman will  find  very  hard  in  reference  to  the 
provisions  of  that  bill. 

Mr.  R.  Suxlivan— I  have  been  in  this  Council 
but  a  few  months,  and  yet  while  here  I  have 
tried  to  use  every  gentleman  with  as  much 
courtesy  as  I  knew  how.  I  have  endeavored  to 
use  information  coming  from  older  members, 
and  when  matters  have  come  up  in  this  body  I 
have  endeavored  to  look  them  up  so  that  I  could 
make  a  clear  explanation  when  1  had  reason  to 
speak  to  the  other  members  of  the  Council.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  has  referred  to  me  in 
language  not  very  courteous,  but  which  I  will 
excuse  on  the  ground  that  he  has  been  a  mem- 
ber for  a  very  long  time  in  this  chamber,  and 
therefore  he  himself  may  labor  under  the  im- 
pression that  he  may  speak  to  a  new  member  in 
whatever  language  may  come  to  his  lips.  1  have 
been  under  obligation  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12,  because  from  what  he  has  said  I  have 
received  much  information,  but  I  am  under  no 
obligation  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  at 
this  time  for  attempting  to  abuse  me  as  being 
one  of  those  who  ate  in  support  of  iniquitous  and 
rascally  bills.  Those  are  the  gentleman's  state- 
ments. I  suppose  lie  believes  this  is  a  rascally 
and  iniquitlous  bill,  and,  granting  that  lie  may 
suppose  it  is  such  a  bill,  I  think  I  have  just  as 
much  right  to  say  that  I  believe  it  is  a,  fair  and 
just  bill.  I  state  now  that  this  is  a  fair  and  just 
bill,  and  I  say  now  that  the  Democrats  on  the 
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Committee  on  Cities  were  just  as  much  in  favor 
of  the  bill  as  the  Republicans  on  the  Committee 
on  Cities,  and  I  think  the  Democrats  on  the 
Committee  on  Cities  are  just  as  good  Democrats 
as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12.  I  think  I  am 
just  as  good  a  Democrat  as  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12,  and  I  will  say  now  that  he,  in,  attempt- 
ing to  make  a  reapportionment  on  the  basis  of 
voters  is  acting  in  contradiction  to  one  of  the 
fundamental  principles  of  the  Democratic  party. 
The  Democratic  party  not  only  says  that  voters 
shall  be  represented,  they  even  go  so  far  as  to 
say  that  no  man  shall  be  taxed  for  voting— that 
is  to  say,  every  man  who  is  a  citizen,  whether  he 
may  be  able  to  vote  or  not,  shall  have  his 
representation  in  the  city  and  in  the  State  and 
in  the  country.  But  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  says  he  is  going  to  wait  until  he  finds  the 
registry  of  the  voters  of  the  city  of  Boston.  I 
say  that  if  he  makes  a  reapportionment  on  that 
ground.  I  for  one,  as  a  Democrat,  knowing  some- 
thing of  Democratic  principles,  shall  vote 
against  it.  I  say  that  any  Democrat  who  brings 
in  a  hill  of  that  kind  is  no  Democrat,  or  if  he 
believes  lie  is  a  Democrat,  he  is  acting  in  opposi- 
tion to  one  of  the  fundamental  principles  of 
Democracy.  I  say  (hat  the  Democratic  princi- 
ple is  not  that  registered  voters  shall  be  the 
basis,  Democratic  principle  is  not  that  qualified 
voters  shall  he  the  basis:  the  Democratic  prin- 
ciple is,  as  every  Democrat  here  will  agree  with 
me,  and  so  also  the  Republicans— but  the  Demo- 
cratic principle  is  broader— that  every  man, 
every  individual  in  the  country,  shall  be  repre- 
sented, and  in  that  it  differs  somewhat  from  the 
Republican  principle.  The  Democratic  princi- 
ple is  not  what  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
says  it  is;  and  now,  f;entlemen,  I  do  not  intend 
to  enter  on  an  argument  of  the  question  that 
will  come  before  us.  When  that  question  does 
come  up  and  those  hard  nuts  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  refers  to  are  to  be  cracked,  I  will  guar- 
antee that  I  will  be  able  to  assist  in  cracking 
those  very  hard  nuts,  and  probably  accommo- 
date the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  by  offering 
him  the  pieces  of  those  nuts  on  a  plate,  for  him 
to  eat  them.  I  would  say  now,  gentlemen  of  the 
Council,  and  for  this  I  ask  for  a  personal  expla- 
nation, that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  has 
said  that  I  have  made  a  mistake  in  certain  state- 
ments made  by  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Or  dinances.  1  say  a  gentleman  on  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances — and  I  wish  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  especially  to  listen  to  this,  and  I 
made  no  mistake  when  I  alluded  to  that  state- 
ment of  the  gentleman  on  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances— said  to  me  that  that  matter  might 
lay  on  the  table  either  six  weeks  or  six  months. 
I  say  now  that  the  gentleman  on  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances  to  whom  I  refer  said  to  me— not 
to  anybody  else— that  it  made  no  difference 
whether  that  order  laid  there  six  weeks  or  six 
months.  The  gentlemen  from  Ward  12  will  not 
say  that  I  am  telling  a  falsehood  in  this  Council, 
He  has  known  me  only  a  few  months,  and  yet  I 
challenge  him  to  say  I  have  stood  in  this  body 
to  utter  a  lie.  I  trust  although  I  withdrew  the 
order  originally  introduced,  that  this  order  will 
he  passed,  and  I  do  not  ask  that  it  be  passed  as 
censuring  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  but  in 
order  to  bring  the  question  before  this  body  so 
that  this  body  can  decide  whether  it  is  a  proper 
reapportionment  or  not.  Then  I  shall  have  ar- 
guments to  make  as  well  as  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12. 

The  motion  to  close  debate  was  declared  car- 
ried. Mr.  Whall  doubted  the  vote,  a  rising  vote 
was  ordered,  and  the  motion  to  close  debate  was 
carried,  26  members  voting  in  the  affirmative, 
18  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Whall— I  doubt  that  vote  and  call  for  a 
verification  by  yeas  and  nays.  I  believe  on 
that  1  have  some  time  to  speak.  I  hope  debate 
will  not  now  close,  for  the  simple  reason  that  I 
have  gained  already  from  the  debate  as  it  has 
progressed,  some  information.  To  this  subject 
I  have  devoted  myself  in  odd  moments  for  at 
least  two  months.  I  probably  know  as  much 
about  the  figures  that  enter  into  the  computa- 
tions, or  that  should  enter  into  the  computa- 
tions which  should  form  the  basis  for  a  reappor- 
tionment of  the  Councilmen,  as  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  22,  and  I  say  this  not  in  any  sneer- 
ing way,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact.  But  despite 
any  figures  which  I  have  made  on  my  own  be- 
half, and  despite  any  little  research  I  have  been 
able  to  give  since  I  first  began  to  look  into  the 
matter,  and  despite  what  I  have  been  able  to 


learn  outside  from  an  examination  of  the  figures 
and  history  which  accompanies  this  legislation, 
I  must  confess  that  tonight  I  have  heard  some 
facts  which  are  new  to  me,  and  I  sincerely  hope 
the  debate  will  not  close,  because,  as  1  happen 
to  be  one  of  the  tribunal  before  whom  this  mat- 
ter must  come,  and  since  every  bit  of  informa- 
tion I  can  receive  will  no  doubt  make  me  better 
qualified  to  pass  fairly  and  impartially  upon 
the  issue,  I  sincerely  trust  that  no  obtaining  of 
information  which  will  make  my  judgment 
better  founded  and  will  make  my  decision  bet- 
ter based  will  be  cut  off  from  me.  I  therefore 
hope  that  debate  will  not  now  close. 

Mr.  Leary— I  hope  that  debate  will  close. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  this  matter  will  come 
before  the  committee,  and  when  we  have  the 
report  of  the  committee  we  will  h  ve  a  rehash 
of  this  whole  subject.  I  should  not  like  to  listen 
to  it  a  second  time,  and  I  hope  that  debate  will 
close  and  that  the  subject  will  go  to  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  declared  ordered,  and 
it  was  voted  that  debate  now  close ;  yeas  35,  nays 
21: 

Yeas— Atwood,  Barry,  Blume,  Burr,  Carroll, 
Carstensen,  Chamberlain,  Connolly,  Coyle,  Des- 
mond, Dewey.  Dolan,  Dugaan,  Fottler.  Fowler, 
Frost,  Haggerty,  Hayes.  Kelley,  Ladd.  Latti- 
rnore,  Lauten,  Leary,  Light,  McEnaney,  F.  R. 
Morrison.  Norton,  C.  C.  Powers,  E.  J.  Powers, 
Richards,  Sanger,  Shaw,  E.  Sullivan,  R.  Sulli- 
van, Thayer— 35. 

Nays  —  Cochran.  Coleman,  Fisher,  Foss,  Har- 
rington, Keliher,  Kennedy,  Mahoney,  McNary, 
F.  Morison.  J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy, 
Nunan.  Short,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Tee- 
vens,  Tracy,  Whall,  Whitmore,  Wilson— 21. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Bowman,  Clark,  Da- 
vern,  Dunn,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher, 
Gomez,  McKenna,  J.  Murphy,  O'Mealey,  Per- 
kins, Perry,  Reilly,  Snow,  Tuttle,  Webster— 16. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed. 
Mr.  R.  Sullivan  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 
Sent  up. 

REQUESTS   OF  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

Requests  were  received  from  the  School  Com- 
mittee as  follows : 

That  a  strip  of  land,  four  feet  wide  and  60  feet 
long,  in  the  rear  portion  of  the  lot  of  the  Phillips- 
street  Schoolhouse,  Roxbury,  he  surrendered  to 
the  City  Council ;  said  strip  being  that  portion  of 
said  lot  which  was  intended  to  be  surrendered 
by  the  order  passed  Oct.  11, 18S7. 

That  the  City  Council  provide  drill-hall  ac- 
commodations for  the  use  of  the  East  Boston 
High  School. 

That  the  City  Council  complete  the  fence 
around  the  yard  of  the  Martin  Schoolhouse. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings. 

PAPERS  FROM  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Blume  Nos.  1  to  4  inclusive 
on  the  calendar  were  taken  up  and  acted  upon 
together,  as  follows: 

1.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  leave  to 
withdraw  on  petition  of  John  Felt  Osgood,  to  be 
compensated  for  damage  to  his  land  on  Circuit 
street,  from  the  construction  of  a  sewer. 

2.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw, on  account  of  insufficient  notice,  on  peti- 
tion of  Thomas  M.  Adams,  for  compensation  for 
personal  injuries  received  June  4,  1887. 

3.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw, as  advised  by  the  Law  Department,  on 
petition  of  Nellie  M.  Brown,  offering  to  sur- 
render an  alleged  invalid  tax  deed. 

4.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw, as  advised  by  the  Law  Department,  on  the 
petition  of  Lottie  E.  Brown,  offering  to  surren- 
der an  alleged  invalid  tax  deed. 

Reports  severally  accepted  in  concurrence. 

5.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  recom- 
mending reference  to  Committee  on  Parks  of 
the  petitions  of  Adeline  Faxon,  executrix  of  the 
estate  of  Henry  Faxon  and  others,  the  heirs  of 
A.  J.  Bellows,  and  AViliiam  J.  Stevens,  trustee, 
to  be  refunded  such  portion  of  amounts  paid  to 
the  city  under  protest,  for  betterments  assessed 
on  account  of  the  laying  out  of  the  Marine  Park, 
as  will  place  them  on  the  same  basis  as  those 
who  have  brought  suits  against  the  city. 

Accepted  in  concurrence  and  referred  accord- 
ingly. 

On  motion  of  Mi-.  Whall,  Nos.  6  to  9  were 
taken  up  and  acted  upon  together,  as  follows : 
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6.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  and  order 
to  pay  Mary  A.  Finneran  $59.10,  the  balance  re- 
maining from  sale  of  an  estate  109  George  street, 
held  by  the  city  of  Boston. 

7.  Report  of  Committee  on  Ciaims,  and  order 
to  pay  Edmund  M.  Wood,  trustee,  $118.90,  the 
balance  remaining  from  the  sale  of  an  estate,  on 
Medford  street,  held  by  the  city  of  Boston. 

8.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  and  order 
to  pay  Chester  F.  Sanger,  assignee,  $80.52,  the 
balance  remaining  from  the  sale  of  an  estate  on 
Blue-Hill  avenue,  held  by  the  city  of  Boston. 

9.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  and  order 
to  pay  William  H.  Morse  $13.32,  the  balance  re- 
maining from  the  sale  of  an  estate  on  Trenton 
street,  held  by  the  city  of  Boston. 

[The  above  estates  are  held  by  the  city,  under 
Chapter  12,  Section  35  of  the  Public  Statutes,  and 
Chapter  162  of  the  Acts  of  1884.] 

Reports  severally  accepted,  orders  passed  in 
concurrence  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 
Mr.  Blume  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

Magistrates  at  Police  Stations. 

10.  Report  of  Committee  on  Ordinances,  that 
the  order  for  the  mayor  to  petition  the  Legisla- 
ture for  an  act  to  provide  a  daily  session  of  one 
magistrate  at  each  police  station,  for  the  dispo- 
sal of  all  criminal  cases  brought  before  him, 
ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question 
came  on  giving  the  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  to  have  some  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  this  order,  as  to  what  the  evils 
are  that  it  is  proposed  to  remedy,  and  why,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
the  order  ought  to  pass? 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  don't  imagine  the  gentle- 
man is  entitled  to  ask  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances why  they  reported  that  this  ought  to 
pass.  They  did  so  report,  and  this  Council  has 
accepted  their  report :  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  I 
am  very  happy,  having  introduced  the  order  in 
the  first  place,  to  say  to  the  gentleman — 

Mr.  Ladd— 1  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I  cannot 
hear  a  word  the  gentleman  is  saying. 

Mr.  Whitmore- That  seems  to  be  a  point  of 
disorder,  not  of  order.  [Laughter.]  I  would  say, 
sir,  having  introduced  the  order  in  the  first 
place,  that  I  did  it  at  the  suggestion  of  one  of 
Tin'  Police  Commissioners,  who  said  some  such 
system  existed  in  every  other  large  city  he  knew 
of ;  that  it  was  very  unusual  in  any  large  city  to 
have  a  central  office  in  the  centre  of  the  city,  to 
which  place  nearly  all  the  prisoners  had  to  be 
brought,  and  if  a  man  was  arrested  for  a  trifling 
offence  on  a  Saturday  afternoon  he  was  kept 
until  Monday  morning,  and  then  had  to  be 
brought  down  in  a  van  to  the  middle  of  the  city, 
to  have  his  case  considered,  when  it  was  merely 
a  matter  that  the  magistrate  could  have  settled 
at  once  at  the  station.  He  said  the  principle 
was  carried  out  in  all  the  other  large  cities,  that 
a  magistrate  should  be  in  attendance  at  each 
police  station  once  in  the  day,  preferably  in  the 
afternoon,  so  as  to  dis  pose  of  all  the  cases  that 
could  properly  be  disposed  of  by  prompt  ac- 
tion. And  it  was  thought  that  it  would 
be  of  great  benefit  not  only  to  the  prisoners,  but 
also  to  the  police  force,  which  is  now  obliged  to 
send  down  a  policeman  as  witness  in  each  of 
the  several  cases,  and  have  thein  wait  around 
for  half  a  day  perhaps,  and  sometimes  more,  be- 
fore the  case  in  which  they  are  interested  comes 
up  for  a  hearing;  all  of  which  must  be  to  the 
loss  of  the  city  of  Boston,  who  have  to  pay  for 
the  services  of  policemen.  It  is  very  unfair  to 
the  policemen,  personally,  because  it  deprives 
them  of  a  great  many  hours  of  their  off  time 
which  is  given  them  for  sleep.  A  man  who  has 
been  up  all  night  may  often  be  required  to  get 
up  the  next  morning  and  spend  three,  four  or 
five  hours  of  the  day  in  dancing  around  the 
court  on  a  chance  of  appearing  as  a  witness,  and 
I  was  impressed  very  much  on  the  case  being 
presented  to  me,  by  the  fact  of  having  had  a 
chance  myself  to  see  how  the  system  worked, 
and  to  have  it  brought  before  the  Council. 
When  it  went  before  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances they  went  beyond  their  usual  force,  and 
not  only  approved  of  the  form,  but  reported 
that  the  order  ought  to  pass,  because  the  lawyers 
on  the  committee  undoubtedly  agreed  that  there 
was  a  defect  in  the  present  system,  and  a  defect 
that  undoubtedly  would  be  corrected  as  soon  as 
the  Legislature  had  its  attention  called  to  it.  I 
don't  know  of  any  special  reason  for  it  except 
that  it  is  in  the  interest  of  economy,  and  in  the 


interest  of  humanity.  Those  may  not  be  very 
strong  reasons,  but  perhaps  they  may  influence 
the  Council  in  the  action  they  will  take. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  ask  the  gentleman  one 
other  question,  and  that  is  whether  the  commit- 
tee considered  what  additional  judicial  force 
this  would  require,  if  any,  or  whether  the  pres- 
ent judges  were  expected  to  go  around  to  all 
th  ese  different  police  stations. 

Mr.  Whitmore— If  the  gentleman  will  read 
the  order  he  will  see  that  it  is  drawn  in  most 
general  terms,  beeause,  unfortunately,  if  this 
city  government  were  to  present  the  best  scheme 
ever  drawn  up  as  a  matter  of  law  and  send  it  up 
to  the  Legislature,  it  would  be  a  wise  parent  that 
would  know  its  own  child  after  it  had  been 
through  the  Judiciary  Committee  of  the  Legis- 
lature. Consequently,  they  have  only  petitioned 
for  broad  principles,  leaving  it  for  the  Legisla- 
ture, if  they  agree  with  the  idea,  to  work  out  the 
details.  I  am  not  sufficiently  familiar  myself, 
sir,  writh  the  construction  of  police  courts  to  say 
whether  or  not  it  would  be  advisable  to  attempt 
to  instruet  the  Legislature  in  this  matter,  but  I 
am  perfectly  clear  on  one  point,  as  1  have  said, 
that  our  instructions  would  be  thrown  away. 
The  most  we  could  hope  for  is  to  bring  the  idea 
before  the  lawyers  of  the  Legislature  and  trust 
that  something  mayr  be  done  that  will  not  only 
be  legal,  but  will  be  of  a  nature  which  we  our- 
selves will  approve. 

Mr.  Ladd— 1  am  sorry  that  we  could  not  get 
from  the  committee  full  information  as  to  what 
probable  increase  of  the  judicial  force  of  the  city 
of  Boston  this  order  would  require,  and  what 
the  passing  of  this  legislation  by  the  Legislature 
would  entail  upon  the  city  of  Boston.  If  it 
would  entail  a  large  increase  of  the  judicial 
force,  it  would  lead  to  a  much  larger  expendi- 
ture than  the  present  method.  And  if  the  pro- 
posed scheme  were  adopted,  the  police  force 
would  possibly  be  put  to  some  less  trouble  than 
if  this  legislation  were  not  passed.  It  seems  to 
me  that  that  particular  phase  of  the  question 
has  not  been  considered  by  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  ought  to  be 
considered.  It  ought  to  be  considered  how 
many  police  stations  we  have  where  these  judi- 
cial functions  could  be  exercised;  how  often 
they  would  have  to  be  exercised,  and  during 
what  portions  of  the  day.  It  may  be  required 
to  increase  the  judicial  force  so  much  that  it 
would  be  unwise  to  do  it,  and  it  seems  to  me  we 
ought  to  have  that  information.  There  is  no 
special  haste  about  this  order,  I  suppose.  1  cer- 
tainly do  not  recognize  the  necessity  for  any 
such  haste,  and  I  would  like  to  have  the  matter 
considered.  I  think  the  Judiciary  Committee 
is  the  proper  committee  to  consider  it,  and  I 
would  move  to  refer  it  to  that  committee 

The  President— The  question  is  on  the  motion 
to  refer  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  Whall— I  move  the  previous  question. 

The  main  question  was  declared  ordered.  Mr. 
Ladd  doubted  the  vote,  a  rising  vote  was  ordered 
and  the  main  question  was  declared  not  ordered, 
18  members  voting  in  the  affirmative,  18  in  the 
negative. 

Mr.  Whall— I  doubt  that  vote  and  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  and  upon  that  I  believe  I  have  a 
few  minutes  for  debate.  I  hope  the  main  ques- 
tion will  now  be  put,  because  I  desire  to  cut  off 
the  motion  to  refer.  The  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances is  composed  pretty  nearly  of  the  same 
personnel  as  the  Committee  on  Judiciary.  I  may 
be  mistaken,  and  if  I  am  I  will  withdraw  the 
statement.  But  the  reason  why  we  should  pass 
an  order  of  this  kind  is  this:  Everybody  who  is 
acquainted  with  the  workings  of  criminal  law 
in  our  other  cities  knows  this  to  be  a  fact,  that 
no  person,  even  though  he  may  be  suffering  for 
some  trifling  offence  against  the  law,  but  is  sure 
of  a  speedy  trial.  They  have  police  court  magis- 
trates all  over  the  city,  and  in  the  most  of  our 
American  cities  these  magistrates  hold  their 
court  directly  in  the  station  house,  and,  as  has 
been  pointed  out- 
Mr.  Lattimore— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
under  Rule  34  "a  motion  that  any  pending  vote 
shall  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  shall  be  in  order 
at  any  time,  and  no  debate  shall  be  allowed 
thereon,  but  it  shall  be  passed  by  the  assent  of 
one  fifth  of  the  members  present." 

Mr.  Whall— On  that  point  of  order  I  desire  to 
be  heard.  I  have  not  asked  that  when  the  vote 
be  taken  it  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays.  I  have 
doubted  the  vote  and  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  verification. 
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The  President — The  Chair  would  rule  the 
point  of  order  raised  by  the  gentleman  not  well 
taken. 

Mr.  Weall — Every  one  of  us  who  has  had 
any  acquaintance  at  all  with  the  criminal  law 
in  the  other  cities,  knows  that  there  the  Police 
Department  is  used  chiefly  for  police  purposes — 
for  the  protection  of  the  citizens  by  the  police- 
men patrolling'  their  beats.  But.  by  the  system 
we  have  in  Boston  here,  our  police  officers  are 
taken  directly  from  their  beats,  and  any  time 
when  you  should  wish  to  visit  our  Central  Police 
Court,  you  will  see  there  almost  an  army  of  po- 
lice offieers,  not  doing  regular  police  duty,  but 
there  waiting  until  their  cases  are  callea,  and 
simply  wasting  so  much  time  to  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton. I  know  that  giving  evidence  is  part  of  a 
policeman's  duty,  but  loafing  round  the  court 
house  is  not  his  duty.  Now,  if  the  Legislature, 
in  its  omniscience,  should  give  us  a  measure  of 
relief  in  this  particular  manner  that  we  ask  for, 
then  we  will  do  away  with  taking  the  policemen 
from  their  patrol.  We  will  have  our  witnesses 
ready  in  the  station  house,  and  the  poor  fellow 
who  in  the  morning  is  caught  in  our  streets  in- 
toxicated will  have  the  advantage  of  a  speedy 
trial,  the  costs  will  be  diminished,  and  his 
liberty  will  be  regained  in  a  shorter  time 
than  at  present,  under  our  cumbrous  system. 
A  mere  child  who  impedes  public  travel 
on  a  Saturday  afternoon,  under  our  pres- 
ent cumbrous  system,  has  to  be  locked 
up  Saturday  night,  Sunday,  and  Sunday  night 
and  wait  until  Monday  morning,  before  he  or 
his  friends  can  have  the  privilege  of  paying  the 
three  or  four-dollar  fine  the  court  inflicts,  unless 
he  be  so  circumstanced  that  he  can  provide 
bail.  Now,  this  measure  is  all  in  the  line  of 
economy,  is  in  the  line  of  humanity  and 
the  whole  subject  was  gone  into  as  well 
and  as  deeply  as  any  subject^that  ever  came 
before  the  Ordinance  Committee,  and  the 
committee  was  there  unanimously  of  the  opin- 
ion that  the  measure  was  a  good  one.  We  didn't 
intend  or  attempt  to  give  a  skeleton  of  the  mea- 
sure, because  we  know  that  the  Solons  in  the 
Legislature  would  knock  us  out.  We  simply 
wished  to  indicate  a  certain  relief  that  could  be 
obtained,  and  let  them  deal  out  the  medicine 
in  such  a  way  as  they  should  see  fit. 

The  President— The  time  for  debate  has  ex- 
pired on  the  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Wilson— Mr.  President. 

Mr.  Fottler—  I  move  that  the  rule  be  sus- 
pended that  the  gentleman  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  make  what  remarks  he  desires  to 
make. 

The  rule  was  suspended. 

Mr.  Wilson— Mr.  President,  I  am  obliged  to 
the  members  of  the  Council  for  showing  me  this 
courtesy.  I  think  the  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man opposite  ought  to  have  some  reply.  I  don't 
think  there  is  any  gentleman  in  this  Council 
who  will  yield  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  in 
his  individual  desire  to  see  that  the  unfortunate 
members  of  the  community  have  a  speedy  trial 
and  speedy  relief.  I  don't  think  there  is  a  mem- 
ber here  who  would  differ  with  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  in  those  sentiments.  At  the  same 
time,  I  think  there  is  not  a  member  here  who 
desires  to  act  on  such  matters  as  this,  without 
having  a  report  from  the  committee  which  has 
considered  it,  not  as  an  ordinance,  but  as  a  judi- 
cial matter.  I  have  had  the  opportunity  to 
speak  with  several  members  on  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances,  and  they  stated  that  they  looked 
upon  this  matter  simply  as  an  ordinance,  as  a 
matter  coming  before  them,  as  an  ordinance, 
and  not  as  a  judicial  matter.  On  that  account 
they  did  not  give  it  that  thought  and  attention 
which  they  would  otherwise  have  done.  Now  it 
seems  to  me  if  we  go  to  the  Legislature  on  a  mat- 
ter of  this  kind,  we  should  go  there  prepared  in 
everyway.  I  for  one  shall  be  obliged  tonight  if  this 
matter  is  acted  upon  at  this  time,  to  vote  against 
it,  because  I  don't  believe  that  as  a  judicial  mat- 
ter it  will  receive  the  thought  and  attention  it 
deserves.  If  this  matter  is  looked  upon  and  con- 
sidered by  the  Judiciary  Committee,  and  they 
report,  upon  examination  of  the  entire  subject 
from  the  judicial  standpoint,  that  it  is  advisa- 
ble, that  it  is  judicious,  then  I  shall  be  most 
happy  to  vote  for  it,  and  I,  for  one,  will  use  my 
efforts  with  the  Legislature  so  far  as  I  can  to  see 
that  this  relief  is  given.  I  shall  be  most  happy 
to  do  it.  It  was  in  the  line  of  that  thought  that 
we  passed  the  Police  Matron  bill.  It  was  to  take 
care  of  the  unfortunate  classes ;   it  was  to  take 


care  of  those  poor  creatures  who  get  into  our  po- 
lice stations  and  are  left  there  without  proper 
care  and  proper  attention.  I  think  this  measure 
is  in  like  manner  good,  and  if  it  is  proper  for  the 
Judiciary  Committee,  after  having  considered 
it,  to  report  it  here  as  a  proper  measure,  I  shall 
be  most  happy  to  vote  for  it.  But  I  trust  that 
this  motion  for  the  previous  question  will  not 
prevail,  because  the  matter  ought  to  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Judiciary  for  the  reasons  I 
have  given,  and  also  for  the  reasons  given  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  10. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Mr.  President. 

The  President — The  time  for  debate  has  ex- 
pired. 

The  rule  was  suspended   on   motion  of   Mr. 
Wilson. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  am  obliged  to  the  Council 
for  the  courtesy,  and  I  will  avail  of  it  because, 
being  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Judiciary, 
I  think  I  can  state  some  reasons  why  this  mat- 
ter ought  not  to  go  there.  It  is  not  a  fact,  as  has 
been  assumed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9, 
that  this  matter  was  considered  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances  simply  as  an  ordinance.  In- 
stead of  being  reported  that  the  ordinance  was 
in  proper  form,  as  was  done  with  the  ordinance 
that  comes  next  to  it  on  the  list,  it  was  reported 
unanimously  that  it  ought  to  pass,  and  the  rea- 
son was  because  they  had  considered  the  sub- 
ject-matter. Now.  sir,  that  disposes  of  the  idea 
that  the  Committee  on  Judiciary  looked  at  it 
from  a  judicial  point  of  view,  and  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances  did  not.  Three  members  of 
the  Committee  on  Judiciary  belong  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances,  and  they  nave  already 
expref sed  their  opinion.  The  exact  fact  is  this. 
This  matter  was  considered  by  the  committee 
on  its  merits.  It  was  reported  on  its  merits,  it 
has  passed  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on  its 
merits,  and  when  it  comes  here  the  only 
person  to  attack  it  in  the  first  place  is  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  10,  who  has  asked  the  utter- 
ly unreasonable  conundrum  as  to  how  it  is  go- 
ing to  effect  its  object,  what  the  Legislature  is 
going  to  do  with  the  matter,  what  kind  of  ac- 
tion they  are  going  to  take,  and  what  is  going  to 
be  the  ultimate  cost  to  the  city — whether  it  is 
going  to  be  more  expensive  than  the  present 
system  of  the  Police  Court.  He  might  just  as 
well  ask  me  how  much  the  candidate  for  gov- 
ernor on  either  side  will  be  in  the  majority  or  mi- 
nority. We  cannot  tell  until  after  election  day, 
and  I  cannot  answer  the  question  nor  can  the 
Judiciary  Committee,  nor  can  the  gentleman 
himself  answer  his  own  question.  No  one  knows 
what  kind  of  an  act  in  its  trirling  details  the 
Legislature  will  pass,  if  it  approves  of  the  idea. 
It  is  one  of  those  utterly  unreasonable,  and  I 
might  say  utterly  absurd  shows  at  attempls  for 
economy  for  which  the  gentleman  is  rather  fa- 
mous. I  cannot  tell  whether  it  will  cost  more  or 
less,  nor  can  he,  but  it  is  perfectly  evident  that 
that  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  main  subject  as 
to  whether  this  is  a  proper  thing  to  ask  the  Leg- 
islature for.  I  object  to  its  going  to  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee,  because  when  the  commit- 
tee has  met  and  considered  the  matter  they  will 
have  to  come  back  and  report  the  bill  just 
as  it  is  tonight  as  far  as  the  gentleman's  ideas 
are  concerned.  We  cannot,  individually,  or  as 
a  Judiciary  Committee,  give  tne  slightest  ans- 
wer to  the  query  the  gentleman  has  put.  So  I 
say  instead  of  sending  it  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee it  would  be  a  good  deal  better  to'debate 
it  here  and  allow  it  to  be  discussed  by  the  mem- 
bers, because  if  there  is  any  more  information 
on  the  subject  it  is  more  than  the  committee  can 
give.  Sending  it  to  the  Judiciary  Committee  is 
shelving  it  for  two  weeks,  and  at  this  time  of  the 
year  it  may  result  that  the  matter  cannot  meet 
with  consideration  again.  After  election  time, 
as  we  all  know,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  get  the 
Council  to  consider  calmly  and  dispassionately 
matters  which  do  not  concern  politics,  and  this 
matter  does  not.  I  don't  know  what  the  Legis- 
lature will  do,  whether  it  will  abolish  the  Police 
Court  and  appoint  new  judges.  I  only  judge 
from  the  past  Legislatures  that  if  such  is  the 
case  the  new  judges  will  be  Republican,  and 
therefore  there  can  be  no  party  question.  As 
far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  don't  know  whether 
they  will  abolish  any  justices  or  do  anything  of 
the  kind,  nor  do  we  ask  them  to.  Ave  merely 
act  up  to  the  great  humanitarian  principle  that 
it  is  desirable  that  prisoners  shall  be  treated 
here  as  they  are  in  all  the  other  large  cities 
We    point    out    the    defect    in    the   system, 
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but  when  the  gentleman  asks  us  to  tell  him 
what  it  is  going'  to  cost,  whether  more  or  less 
than  the  present  system,  no  one  can  tell  in  re- 
gard to  that  matter,  as  no  one  knows  what  the 
provision  of  the  act  will  be. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  ordering 
the  yeas  and  nays.  The  time  for  debate  has  ex- 
pired. 

Mr.  McNary— I  would  like  to  have  the  indul- 
gence of  the  Council  .a  moment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall  it  was  voted  that 
the  rule  be  suspended  for  20  minutes. 

Mr.  McNary— I  thank  the  courteous  member 
from  Ward  7  for  moving  to  suspend  the  rule, 
but  I  assure  him  that  I  shall  not  occupy  20  min- 
utes, and  will  leave  room  for  other  gentlemen 
to  rill  lip  the  space.  In  fact  I  don't  desire  to  say 
much  on  the  matter  at  all,  but  I  wish  to  say  this 
much,  that  while  I  was  in  favor  of  the  reference 
moved  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  the 
argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  en- 
tirely convinced  me  that  we  might  as  well 
take  up  the  matter  and  pass  it  tonight,  for 
this  reason,  that  "we  are  passing  a  resolution 
general  in  its  wording,  and  don't  say  any  tiling 
particularly  in  regard  to  the  number  or  in  re- 
gard to  the  salaries.  We  all  know  that  if  the 
matter  reaches  the  Legislature  it  will  be  passed 
upon  by  the  Judiciary  Committee  of  the  Legis- 
lature, and  if  we  can  judge  by  their  past  action 
they  will  not  care  particularly  for  what  we  do 
or  don't  do.  If  it  commends  itself  to  them  they 
will  act  upon  it  and  district  or  redistrict  the 
judges  as  they  please,  and  establish  the  salaries 
as  they  please.  It  certainly  is  not  a  political 
question,  and  as  has  been  stated  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12,  it  is  to  be  viewed  from  a 
humanitarian  standpoint.  There  seems  to  be 
no  question  that  there  should  be  some  reform 
in  the  method  of  trying  prisoners,  and  keeping 
our  policemen  on  duty  for  a  gi'eat  part  of  the 
day  waiting  for  the  cases  to  be  disposed  of. 
Therefore  I  arn  opposed  to  a  reference  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee,  because  unless  they  adopt 
some  particular  scheme  in  regard  to  the  number 
of  salaries,  etc.,  there  would  be  no  point  in 
making  that  reference.  If  such  a  scheme  were 
drafted  I  don't  think  that  it  would  help  to  ac- 
complish anything,  because  the  Legislature 
would  pay  no  more  attention  to  it  than  to  this 
simple  resolution  asking  them  to  pass  an  act  in 
relation  to  the  matter.  I  therefore  hope  the 
order  will  pass  tonight  as  it  stands  on  the  calen- 
dar. 

Mr.  Frost— This  is  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances,  with  an  order  for  the 
mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature  for  an  act  to 
provide  a  daily  session  of  one  magistrate  at  each 
police  station  for  the  disposal  of  all  criminal 
cases  brought  before  him.  I  see  no  reason  why 
we  cannot  accept  this  report  of  the  committee. 
I  think  it  is  wise  to  do  so.  The  mayor  can  send 
it  to  the  Legislature,  and  if  the  Legislature 
thinks  in  their  wisdom  that  we  need  such  ar- 
rangements for  our  police  station  to  decide  these 
cases  and  to  relieve  these  poor  persons  who  are 
suffering — and  we  all  have  gi'eat  sympathy  for 
the  prisoners  of  course — they  will  pass  some  act 
to  cover  the  proposed  change.  I  think  it  will  be 
wise  to  accept  this  report. 

Mr.  Fowler— I  live,  sir,  in  that  part  of  the 
city  of  Boston  known  as  West  Roxbury— more 
properly.  Jamaica  Plain— and  that  part  of  the 
city  enjoys  the  privilege  which  this  order  under- 
takes to  provide  for  the  citizens  of  our  entire 
city.  And  it  is,  in  my  judgment,  a  very  gi'eat 
privilege.  It  is  to  have  a  magistrate  every  day 
in  each  police  station.  The  court  is  held  in 
the  police  station  and  lie  is  there  every  day, 
and  I  do  not  apprehend  from  this  order  as 
contemplated  that  there  will  be  any  great 
increase  in  the  expenses  in  the  city  of  Boston  on 
account  of  it.  There  may  have  to  be  one  or  two  — 
perhaps  three— extra  justices— not  more  than 
one  or  two.  probably,  in  the  central  portion  of 
the  city,  for  it  it  well  known  that  there  are 
now  seven  police  ceurts  in  the  city  of  Boston,  in 
Bostonproper,  South  Boston,  East  Boston,  Rox- 
bury,  West  Roxbury,  Brighton  and  Dorchester. 
Now  in  each  one  of  those  outlying  sections  there 
is  one  standing  justice,  and  in  the  city  of  Boston 
four.  I  think  the  standing  justices  in  the  out- 
lying courts  can  well  attend  to  all  the  business 
that  will  come  there  by  a  change  of  the  law, 
providing  that  in  addition  to  the  court  sitting  at 
'.)  o'clock,  as  it  does  today,  they  also  sit  one  hour 
in  the  afternoon, and  the  standing  justices  can  at- 
tend to  it  without  any  increase  in  the  cost.  Then 


in  the  city  proper,  wnere  there  are  seven  or  eight 
stations,  it  will  be  necessary,  perhaps,  to  have 
one  or  two  extra  justices,  and  there  will  be  an 
extra  expense  possibly  upon  the  city  of  Boston. 
Now  as  against  this  salary  of  one  or  two  extra 
justices  in  the  city  of  Boston,  which  will  not  ex- 
ceed four  or  five  thousand  dollars,  in  my  judg- 
ment there  would  be  an  immense  saving  in  re- 
gard to  transportation  of  the  prisoners  and  the 
saving  of  the  time  of  the  police  officers  in  these 
eight  districts  that  are  comprised  in  the  city 
proper.  These  policemen  often  have  to  wait 
there  for  several  hours  in  the  day  with  a  conse- 
quent loss  of  sleep  entailed  upon  them  which 
causes  a  falling  off  in  their  health  and  frequent- 
ly death  by  exposure  and  want  of  rest  from 
which  they  suffer  on  account  of  being  in  the 
court  all  day  after  having  been  on  duty  all 
night.  I  know  how  that  matter  stands,  because 
some  of  the  officers  have  spoken  to  me  about  it, 
saying  that  it  is  a  great  burden,  and  that  they 
have  to  leave  their  beat  upon  which  they  have 
been  all  night  to  go  to  the  court  house 
for  half  an  hour,  three  quarters  of  an  hour  or  a 
much  greater  time  in  the  day,  with  a  consequent 
loss  of  rest.  I  think  that  it  will  not  entail  any 
great  additional  expense  on  the  city  and  I  hope 
it  will  be  acted  on  tonight. 

Mr.  Sanger— I  hope  the  previous  question 
will  not  be  ordered,  out  that  the  matter  will  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Judiciary,  for 
the  reason  that  there  is  a  substantial  objection 
made  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, of  which  I  happen  to  be  a  member.  The 
statement  was  made  here  that  the  matter  was 
considered  on  its  merits  by  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances.  I  must  take  exception  to  that,  so 
far  as  to  say  that  the  importance  of  the  matter 
was  not  thoroughly  understood  by  one  if  not 
two  members  of  the  committee,  for  the 
:  eason  that  the  idea  in  my  mind  was 
that  the  order  was  not  to  petition  the  Leg- 
islature for  an  act  to  provide  a  magis- 
trate for  each  colice  station,  but  to  go  be- 
fore the  Legislature  to  consider  the  advisability 
of  such  a  course,  my  idea  being  that  if  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12  could  make  out  such  a 
case  before  the  committee  having  the  matter  in 
charge  in  the  Legislature,  so  that  they  could  be 
persuaded  that  the  whole  criminal  system  in  the 
city  should  be  revised,  I  thought  the  arguments 
could  be  made  before  that  committee  and  that 
we  would  not  have  to  consider  the  question 
here.  But  when  the  order  is  as  it  is,  namely, 
that  the  mayor  shall  petition  for  an  act  author- 
izing a  police  magistrate  for  each  police  station 
in  the  city,  it  seems  to  me  the  matter  is  a  very 
important  one  and  should  go  to  a  committee  for 
them  to  act  upon  and  inquire  particularly  into  its 
merits.  If  we  could  here  tonight,  or  at  the  next 
meeting,  after  hearing  the  question  debated, 
understand  the  reasons  for  and  against  the 
order,  it  would  be  just  as  satisfactory,  but  in  the 
present  condition  of  our  means  it  seems  to  me 
we  are  not  prepared  to  act  upon  the  order  but 
should  allow  it  to  go  to  the  Committee  on  Judi- 
ciary and  get  a  report  from  them.  The  members 
of  the  Committee  on  Judiciary  number  rive, and  I 
believe  three  of  the  five  happen  to  be  on  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  but  there  are  two 
other  gentlemen  who  will  probably  give  the 
matter  proper  consideration  should  it  be  re- 
ferred to  them.  Then  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  we  have  in  Boston  erected,  or  are  about 
erecting,  a  very  expensive  court  house;  in  that 
court  house  there  are  to  be  very  ample  accom- 
modation for  the  municipal  courts  in  the  city 
proper,  which  include  the  three  or  four  police 
stations  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Pemberton 
square,  so  that  it  seems  to  me  the  order  in  its 
present  form  is  not  proper,  when  it  says  that  a 
police  magistrate  shall  be  provided  for  each 
station.  But,  when  the  Committee  on  Judiciary 
consider  those  matters  among  others,  they  can 
then  report  as  to  what  their  opinion  is,  and  we 
can  act  upon  it  when  the  report  comes  from  that 
committee. 

Mr.  Ladd— The  gentlemen  from  Ward  12  tried 
to  make  it  appear  that  my  question  was  a  foolish 
one.  I  certainly  think  1  can  show  him  and  the 
members  of  the  Council  that  it  is  not.  It  is  al- 
ways expected  when  anybody  goes  before  the 
Legislature  asking  for  anything  that  they  shall 
put  what  they  ask  for  in  detinite  shape,  and  that 
they  ask  for  what  they  want.  Now  in  that  way, 
we  should,  before  we  go  there,  put  this  matter 
into  some  definite  shape  so  that  it  will  be  sim- 
mered down  to   something   detinite,    and    we 
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should  indicate  what  we  want.  It  seems  to  me 
that  this  order,  as  it  is  before  us  tonight,  does 
that  very  thing.  It  indicates  what  we  want  or 
we  say  we  want— that  is  a  special  magistrate  for 
each  police  station.  Now  that  is  something 
as  definite  as  it  will  he  possible  to  get  at.  Tne 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  claims  that  he  does  not 
enter  into  details. He  does  enter  into  details  when 
he  says  he  wants  a  police  magistrate  in  each  po- 
lice station.  Now  I  doubt  if  we.really  want  a  po- 
lice magistrate  for  each  station.  I  can  see  some 
objections  to  such  a  course.  We  have  always 
had  in  Massachusetts  a  judiciary  that  was  en- 
tirely free  from  even  suspicion.  That  has  been 
brought  about  largely  by  the  pride  connected 
with  their  position.  They  are- connected  with 
some  court  that  is  a  central  station,  and  they 
feel  a  pride  connected  with  their  position.  It 
seems  to  me  that  to  make  these  magistrates  for 
each  police  station  might  take  away  largely 
that  special  sense  of  pride  on  the  part  of  our 
justices,  and  might  therefore  result  in  our  ob- 
taining less  able  men  to  perform  judicial  func- 
tions for  the  city  of  Boston  in  this  respect  than 
we  have  been  accustomed  to  have.  I  only  asked 
for  information  in  regard  to  this  matter  in  the 
first  place,  and  if  I  had  received  information 
such  as  would  go  to  show  that  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances  had  eonsidered  this  matter 
n  all  its  bearing  and  had  considered  how  many 
additional  justices  would  be  necessary,  it  might 
ha\e  satisfied  me.  But  the  only  information 
we  have  had  is  from  one  of  the  chief  justices  in 
this  Council  who  has  the  honor  of  sitting  upon 
the  bench.  We  have  information  from  him,  but 
I  understand  he  is  not  on  the  Committee  oa 
Ordinances,  and  did  not  consider  this  matter 
with  it.  I  think  it  should  be  considered  by 
somebody  who  understands  thoroughly  what  is 
wanted  and  knows  just  what  the  additional 
force  will  be  required  to  perform.  If  I  receive 
the  information  that  the  force  would  be  only 
slightly  increased,  I  should  certainly  not  desire 
to  offer  any  further  opposition  to  this  order. 
Now  I  only  ask  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Judiciary.  It  seems  to  me  that 
is  a  very  simple  request;  it  does  not 
hazard  the  matter  at  all.  It  is  simply 
taking  it  up  and  referring  it  to  some 
body  from  whom  we  ean  get  the  information  we 
have  not  now,  and  which  they  will  have  been 
able  to  obtain  in  regard  to  what  change  this 
may  make  in  the  judiciary  system  of  Boston.  It 
may  make  very  radical  changes.  It  may  be  that 
it  will  be  deemed  wise  by  those  who  go  to 
the  Legislature  to  ask  this  legislation,  that  the 
whole  judicial  system  of  Boston  should  be 
changed,  that  our  central  Municipal  Court  and 
Police  Court  throughout  the  city  should  be 
abolished,  and  another  system  of  judiciary 
should  be  established.  I  think  before  we  rep- 
resent the  city  of  Boston  as  going  before  the 
Legislature  and  asking  for  this  legislation,  we 
should  know  what  we  want.  We  should  know 
whether  we  want  a  complete  change  of  our 
judicial  system,  or  whether  we  want  merely  an 
addition  to  the  force  employed  in  the  judiciary  to 
perform  this  special  service.  And  certainly  if 
we  want  an  additional  force  sufficient  to  supply 
all  these  police  stations,  it  seems  to  me 
it  will  entail  a  very  large  additional  expense 
upon  the  city  of  Boston.  If  we  want  to  recon- 
struct our  judicial  system  it  may  be  that  it  will 
not  be  attended  with  much  additional  increase 
of  expense  or  force.  But  we  do  not  say  what  we 
want  except  possibly  by  inference  that  we  want 
an  additional  judicial  force  appointed  to  take 
care  of  all  cases  to  be  tried  in  police  stations.  It 
is,  as  I  take  it,  asking  for  an  immense  increase 
of  our  judicial  force,  and  it  seems  to  me  rather 
an  unnecessary  increase. 

Several  members  addressed  the  Chair,  and 
Mr.  Whitrnore  was  recognized. 

Mr.  Whitmoee— I  desire  to  make  just  one 
statement.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  11,  who 
is  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
has  taken  a  ground  which  1  think  no  gentleman 
this  year  at  least  has  taken  before.  He  comes  in 
here  after  having  signed  and  authorized  an 
unanimous  report  of  the  majority  that  the"  mat- 
ter ought  to  pass.  It  was  not  a  question  of 
recollection  or  a  question  as  to  whether  the 
clerk  took  the  matter  down  properly  or  not. 
There  was  a  written  order  that  went  into 
the  committee,  and  it  was  voted,  without  any 
dissent  whatever,  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee it  ought  to  pass.  It  implied  that  there 
had  been  a  consideration  of  the  matter.    It  had 


been  decided  on  its  merits  as  a  fact,  and  now 
comes  a  vague  excuse  that  the  member  did  not 
understand  it  at  the  time,  or  there  has  been  a 
new  interpretation  put  upon  it,  and  I  say  that  is 
a  thing  no  member  of  tne  committee  has  the  op- 
portunity or  right  to  do.  Every  member  of  the 
com  inittee  has  the  right  to  dissent  and  say  he  will 
not  support  a  majority  report,  even  if  he  does 
not  put  in  a  formal  minority  report,  but  having 
assented  to  the  formal  report,  it  is  contrary  to 
all  practice  that  he  should  get  up  and  op- 
pose a  vote  of  his  own  committee  report. 
Now  in  regard  to  the  attempt  that  has  been 
made  both  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  and 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  11  to  put  a  meaning 
to  this  which  is  not,  to  my  mind,  to  be  seen  on 
the  faee  of  it.  I  wish  to  say  there  is  nothing 
there  intended  by  me,  and  nothing  I  can  see 
covered  by  the  proposed  measure,  which  advises 
a  police  magistrate  to  be  provided  for  each  po- 
lice station.  It  is  stated  there,  as  it  was  stated 
before  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  that  it 
provides  for  one  session  of  the  magistrate,  and 
one  magistrate  may  attend  to  half  a  dozen  police 
stations  if  necessary.  So  far  as  I  know,  I  believe 
the  number  of  police  magistrates  now  under 
pay  can  arrange  among  themselves  to  hold 
sittings  in  every  police  station  without  in- 
creasing their  duties  at  all.  This  is  my 
belief  and  what  I  consider  to  be  the  fact. 
But  I  know-  that  if  we  went  up  to  the  Legisla- 
ture and  asked  just  that  thing  it  does  not  fol- 
low that  the  Legislature  would  grant  it.  The 
Legislature  may,  as  they  have  done,  inflict 
upon  the  city  of  Boston  unnecessary  expenses 
by  providing  places  for  their  friends.  We  can- 
not prevent  that,  but  at  all  events  what  we  can 
do  is  to  ask  in  the  plainest  and  simplest  lan- 
guage for  something  to  be  done,  and  that  is  all 
we  have  done  We  have  not  asked  a  sep- 
arate magistrate  for  each  police  sta- 
tion. There  is  not  a  word  there  that  can  be 
twisted  into  that  by  any  sensible  man,  and  it 
was  entirely  a  subterfuge,  it  seems  to  me,  on  the 
part  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11,  to  have 
fought  his  own  report.  As  I  have  said,  what- 
ever may  be  done  in  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
there  will  be  nothing  in  the  doings  of  that  com- 
mittee to  give  any  light  on  this  subject  more 
than  we  have  at  present.  It  is  not  their  duty  to 
provide  a  bill,  and  neither  do  I  think  that  com- 
mittee could  produce  a  bill  which  in  all  its  de- 
tails would  prove  satisfactory.  It  is  a  waste  of 
time  to  attempt  to  doit.  The  most  we  can  do  is  to 
ask  for  something  to  be  done  in  a  general  way,  and 
send  our  request  to  the  Legislature,  and  we  will 
not  draw  a  bill  and  do  not  expect  to  draw  a  bill  of 
that  nature,  When  the  city  of  Boston  asks  for 
something  definite  in  regard  to  its  own  affairs, 
it  might  be  very  well  to  draft  a  bill  before  we 
go  up  and  bring  the  attention  of  the  Legislature 
to  the  matters  there  and  the  defect  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice.  We  know  in  advance 
that  every  lawyer  in  that  body  will  have  a  hack 
at  the  bill  and  will  want  to  put  in  some  amend- 
ment and  do  something.  If  my  friend  from 
Ward  10  goes  up  to  the  Legislature,  undoubt- 
edly he  will  be  figuring  to  put  in  something  that 
will  be  perhaps  pleasant  to  the  members  of  the 
Legislature.  He  will  put  in  something  in  the 
line  of  the  closest  economy  of  course,  and  desire 
to  cut  down  the  number  of  justices  in  all  the 
courts,  which  will  be  a  great  consideration  to  all 
the  young  lawyers  there.  I  think  the  reference 
to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  which  is  the  one 
thing  which  I  am  contesting  against,  is  unjust 
and  unwise.  This  order  is  simply  for  the  Coun- 
cil to  decide  whether  or  not  they  want  this  pe- 
tition presented.  If  they  want  it  I  believe  they 
know  all  about  it  now  that  they  will  know 
after  it  has  been  sent  to  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee, and  I  feel  that  we  ought  not  to  send  the 
matter  off  on  a  side  issue  and  shunt  it  off  to  an- 
other committee,  unless  we  want  to  kill  it.  If 
we  want  to  kill  it,  let  us  stand  up  man  fashion 
and  do  it.  I  would  rather  see  the  gentleman 
move  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  order 
than  move  to  have  it  put  into  the  hands  of  a 
special  committee  of  the  Council,  which  cannot 
in  any  way  make  a,  satisfactory  report- 
Mr.  Fottler— I  wish  to  say  but  a  few  words 
in  relation  to  this  order.  But  I  wish  to  say  first 
that  I  am  in  favor  of  this  order.  I  gathered 
more  real  intelligence  from  what  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  23  said  than  from  much  I  have  heard 
in  the  debate  tonight.  There  is,  however,  one 
thing  I  think  that  too  many  members  of  this 
Council  are  apt  to  incline  to,  and   that  is  that 
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many  petitions  or  orders  that  come  in  here  for 
the  mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature  are  often 
slighted,  and  the  mayor  slighted.  I  think  that 
the  Legislature— and  I  have  every  faith  in  my 
statement— will  always  consider  every  bill  or 
petition,  that  is  reported  and  properly  drawn, 
when  it  is  presented  to  them,  and  I  think  any- 
thing that  comes  from  the  hands  of  the  mayor 
of  this  city  they  will  properly  consider. 

The  President— The  time  for  debate  has  ex- 
pired. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  the  main 
question  was  carried  ;  yeas  37,  nays  18: 

Yeas— Barry,  Blume,  Carroll,  Chamberlain, 
Cochran.  Coleman,  Connolly,  Coyle,  Desmond, 
Dolau,  Fisher,  Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost,  Haggerty, 
Hayes,  Keliher,  Kelley.  Lauten.Leary,  Mahoney, 
McEnaney.  McKenna,  McNary,  J.  J.  Murphy, 
W.  H.  Murphy,  Nunan,  Reilly,  Short.  E.  Sulli- 
van, J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan.  Sundberg, 
Teevens,  T>acy,  Whall,  Whitmore— 37. 

Nays — At  wood,  Burr,  Dewey,  Duggan,  Gomez, 
Ladd,  Lattimore,  Light,  F.  Morison,  F.  R.  Mor- 
rison, Norton,  Perkins,  C.  C.  Powers,  Richards, 
Sanger,    Shaw,  Thayer,  Wilson — 18. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Bowman.  Carstensen, 
Clark,  Davern,  Dunn,  Foss,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J. 
Gallagher,  Harrington,  Kennedy.  J.  Murphy, 
O'Mealey,  Perry,  E.  J.  Powers,  Snow,  Turtle, 
Webster— 17. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  the 
question  came  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Gomez — When  I  voted  upon  this  matter  I 
thought  it  was  upon  the  passage  of  the  order, 
and  1  intend  to  move  a  reconsideration  for  the 
purpose  of  being  able  to  give  some  information 
upon  this  order  which  I  don't  think  that  the 
Council  perfectly  understand.  I  don't  believe 
that  the  passage  of  this  order  is  for  the  best  in- 
terest of  the  people  that  it  is  intended  for.  I 
have  had  the  fortune  of  sitting  behind  the 
police  rail  for  10  or  12  years  as  reporter  on  a  daily 
paper,  and  I  have  been  able  to  study  in  a  meas- 
ure the  circumstances  attending  cases  just 
similar  or  intended  to  be  governed  by  this  order. 
I  am  satisfied  that  a  magistrate  sitting  in  the  15 
police  stations  of  the  city  of  Boston,  once  a  day, 
will  not  alleviate  any  suffering  that  may  be  un- 
dergone by  people  who  are  in  the  cell  room  and 
behind  bars.  L'he  poliee  justices  of  the  differ- 
ent courts — seven  of  them, as  one  of  our  members 
has  stated— every  morning.six  days  in  the  week, 
sit  to  decide  upon  these  cases.  They  take  their 
time,  they  ponder  and  study  over  the  evidence 
that  is  given,  and  decide  to  their  best  ability 
and  try  their  best  to  do  what  is  just  by  the  city, 
and  by  the  prisoner,  and  by  society.  A  police 
magistrate,  sitting  m  a  police  station,  is  very 
likely  to  hurry  up  these  cases.  If  these  cases 
are  rushed  through,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  the 
probation  officer  will  not  have  as  good  an  oppor- 
tunity to  do  the  right  thing  by  the  prisoner  in  a 
police  station  court  as  he  will  in  a  court  that  sits 
every  day  in  our  city.  If  a  prisoner  is  arrested 
Saturday  morning,  and  there  is  no  opportunity 
to  bring  him  before  the  judge,  he  remains  there 
until  Monday  morning.  Now  if  he  has  any 
friends,  or  if  he  desires  to  get  out  of  the  station 
house  by  securing  a  bail  commissioner,  he  can 
get  out.  There  is  no  necessity  for  him  to  stay 
there  until  Monday  morning  unless  he  is  not 
able  to  secure  the  services  of  a  bail  commis- 
sioner. If  he  cannot  secure  the  services  of  a  bail 
commissioner,  how  can  he  pay  his  fine  Monday 
morning?  Now  the  magistrate,  if  he  has  to  sit 
in  15  police  stations,  the  probation  officer  must 
attend  at  those  15  stations.  Where  you  have 
six  magistrates  doing  business  today  you 
will  want  double  that  number  to  cover 
all  the  station  houses,  or  you  will  have 
to  make  the  magistrates  do  business  at  one 
of  the  police  stations  for  an  hour  or  two,  and 
then  go  to  another  to  do  business  for  another 
hour  or  two.  Therefore  you  will  have  to  either 
double  the  number  of  judges  or  double  their 
work,  and  if  you  double  their  work  you  must 
double  their  pay.  I  hold  in  my  hand  an  article 
that  was  published  in  an  evening  paper  in  the 
city  of  Boston— a  Republican  paper— in  which  is 
made  one  of  the  most  outrageous  accusations 
against  our  judges  and  justices  of  the  courts  of 
Boston  that  I  have  ever  had  the  fortune  or  mis- 
fortune to  read.  It  starts  off  by  saying,  "Some 
of  Boston's  Police  Court  judges  are  m  league 
with  its  criminals."  I  don  t  know  what  officers 
the  writer  had  in  mind.  The  South  Boston 
judges  are  honorable.  There  is  Charles  E. 
Noyes,  Speaker  of  the  House,  Judge  Robert  I. 


Burbank  and  Judge  Fallon,  all  three  honorable 
men,  and  if  this  statement  is  so  I  don't  see  how 
arguments  that  have  been  advanced  here  by 
some  of  our  Republican  members  this  evening, 
claiming  that  our  judges  are  such  honorable 
men,  can  be  correct.  I  am  satisfied  that  the 
argument  introduced  by  the  member  from 
Ward  10  is  true.  They  are  good  men, 
honorable  men,  and  this  statement  is  a 
lie.  But  coming  back  to  this  argument, 
I  feel  that  no  good  can  be  obtained  by 
having  magistrates  sit  hi  our  police  stations. 
It  will  do  no  good  to  the  prisoner,  and  will  do  no 
good  to  society  at  large.  If  the  object  is  to  work 
some  political  influence  over  the  magistrate 
who  sits  over  these  cases,  before  you  can  reach 
the  magistrate  the  cases  may  have  been  decided, 
and  nine  times  out  of  ten  the  magistrate,  what- 
soever the  case  in  the  police  station,  will  rail- 
road his  cases  through.  He  cannot  afford  the 
time  that  the  regular  police  justice  can  afford, 
wrho  begins  his  work  at  9  o'clock  and  does  not 
finish  until  noon.  That  gentleman  probably 
covers  a  territory  in  which  there  may  be  a  half 
dozen  or  more  police  stations,  and  if  it  takes 
him  half  a  day  to  cover  half  a  dozen  police 
stations,  what  will  it  take  him  when  he  has 
to  devote  his  time  and  give  an  hour  to 
every  station.  He  must  railroad  his  cases 
through.  There  will  be  no  opportunity  to 
try  a  case  before  the  prisoner  is  condemed, 
before  he  is  ruined,  and,  gentlemen,  I  feel  satis- 
fied from  my  experience  with  police  and  crim- 
inal statistics  in  Boston  in  saying  that  it  is 
wrong  to  pass  any  legislation  in  this  connection 
unless  some  better  measure  than  this  can  be 
brought  forward.  Prohably  something  of  the 
same  kind  as  this  might  be  introduced,  but 
something  better  than  this  is  requited.  When 
you  establish  a  police  magistrate  at  each  police 
station,  I  am  inclined  to  be  against  such  an 
order,  because  I  feel  satisfied  from  my  experi- 
ence on  that  line  that  it  is  wrong,  and  that  it  is 
an  expense  to  the  city  of  Boston  and  not  a.  bene- 
fit to  the  man  who  has  to  suffer  arrest  and  suffer 
trial.  If  you  have  a  magistrate  who  will  go  to 
one  or  two  or  three  police  stations  in  Boston 
and  a  prisoner  is  brought  in  and  desires 
it,  I  am  willing  that  something  be  arranged  by 
which  he  can -have  immediate  trial,  if  he  wants 
it.  But  the  idea  of  forcing  immediate  trial  upon 
all  these  prisoners,  I  do  not  think  is  right.  De- 
eause  the  man  who  wants  it,  will  be  pressed 
upon  by  the  man  who  don't  care  whether  he  is 
tried  Saturday,  Sunday  or  Monday.  I  am  will- 
ing to  vote  for  any  order  that  says,  if  a  prisoner 
desires  immediate  trial,  or  desires  a  certain  time 
he  shall  have  it.  But  to  say  that  a  police  magis- 
trate must  sit  in  every  police  station  in  the  city 
of  Boston  and  try  cases,  I  am  not  in  favor  of  it. 
And  again,  gentlemen,  the  lesser  cases  that 
come  into  the  Police  Court— the  smaller  cases — 
generally  come  in  after  midnight,  or  between  11 
o'clock  and  half-past  one  or  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  I  have  known  this,  because  I  have 
sat  behind  the  police  rail  for  12  years,  and  I 
know  what  I  am  talking  about.  On  Saturday 
afternoon  a  magistrate  may  sit,  and  he  will  have 
no  grist.  Sunday  forenoon  or  Sunday  afternoon 
he  will  have  Saturday  night's  grist.  In  that 
grist  there  may  be  one  or  two  men  who  desire 
immediate  trial.  They  may  be  ready  to  pay 
their  fines.  There  may  be  a  dozen  who  do  not 
care  whether  they  have  their  trial  th'-n,  or  on 
the  following  day.  That  covers  Sundays;  con- 
sequently they  try  them  Sundays  in  New  York. 
I  will  be  perfectly  willing  they  should  be  tried 
Sundays,  hut  I  say  I  do  not  believe  in  having  a 
magistrate  in  every  police  station. 

Mr.  Richards— lam  happy  to  agree  in  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  who  has  just  spoken. 
It  does  seem  to  me  that  this  order  does  not  carry 
out  what  we  most  desire  for  the  city  of  Boston. 
I  believe  that  having  police  magistrates  go  to 
the  different  stations  in  the  city  every  day  will 
necessitate  a  loss  of  time  to  each  judge,  which 
is  of  vital  importance,  and  at  the  same  time  it 
will  not  bring  about  that  which  is  most  neces- 
sary. What  we  desire  is  to  centralize  the  effi- 
ciency of  our  judiciary  and  not  have  the  system 
of  travelling  from  station  to  station.  That  is 
not  what  we  want  them  for,  because  that  will  ■ 
also  necessitate  an  expense  that  wo  have  not 
reckoned  for  in  our  accounts,  and  it  will  neces- 
sitate the  enlargement  of  our  police  stations, 
giving  them  larger  rooms  in  which  to  try  the 
criminals  and  those  under  arrest.  It  would 
necessitate   additional   clerks,    and    involve    a 
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great  deal  of  circuity  of  action  in  bringing  the 
different  cases  up  in  the  central  court,  and  it 
■would  he  a  great  inconvenience  also  to  the 
police  at  then-  stations  in  having  a  crowd  of 
people  put  there  to  interfere  with  the  regular 
routine.  I  trust  this  order  as  presented  will  not 
pass.  ■ 

Mr.  Whail- One  would  imagine  from  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  13  that  the 
object  of  this  bill  was  to  force  upon  every  crimi- 
nal an  immediate  trial.  That  is  precisely  where 
the  gentleman  makes  a  mistake.  It  is  not  to 
force  a  speedy  trial  upon  those  who  do  not  want 
it.  hut  to  give  those  who  do  want  it  an  oppor- 
tunity for  a  trial  at  once.  On«  would  imagine 
from  the  arguments  he  has  made  and  which  he 
has  hacked  up  by  the  experience  of  12  years  be- 
hind the  police  rail  that  all  a  person  arrested  on 
Saturday  night  need  have  to  get  out  is  money 
enough— a  dollar— to  pay  a  bail  commissioner. 
It  is  $2  exactly  by  courtesy,  Si  I  believe  is  the 
legal  fee.  Now  there  is  another  important  de- 
sideratum which  every  poor  fellow  which  finds 
himself  behind  the  bars  will  perhaps  experience 
more  difficulty  in  getting  than  the  paultry  sum  to 
pay  the  bail  commissioners.  He  may  have  $10 
or  $20  in  his  pocket— enough  to  pay  bail  com- 
missioners in  plain  cases,  but  he  cannot  find 
bondsmen.  He  may  have  $50  but  he  cannot  get 
bondsmen,  and  if  he  cannot  get  bondsmen  no 
matter  if  he  has  money  enough  to  pay  every  bail 
commissioner  in  the  county  of  Suffolk  he  cannot 
get  out  until  Monday  morning.  Now  all  this  bill 
intends  is  this,  that  people  situated  as  these  are 
who  have  not  the  chance  of  procuring  bail  can, 
if  they  desire,  get  a  speedy  trial.  If  the  gentle- 
man's experience  in  criminal  matters  is  as  large 
as  he  says  it  is,  and  I  have  no  doubt  it  is,  he 
must  remember  this  one  fact,  that  there  isn't  a 
court  of  criminal  jurisdiction  in  this  Common- 
wealth that  does  not  as  a  matter  of  fact  and  as 
a  matter  of  right  grant  to  a  criminal  on  his  first 
appearance  hi  the  court,  that  is  on  being  presen- 
ted to  answer  a  complaint  or  indictment,  a 
chance  to  have  his  continuation,  and  he  needn't 
allege  a  reason.  In  our  Municipal  Court  yonder 
there  isn't  a  criminal  brought  to  the  bar  who 
hasn't  as  a  matter  of  right,  a  right  acknowl- 
edged by  every  gentleman  who  sits  on  the 
bench,  a  right  to  the  continuation  in  the  first 
instance  if  he  so  desires  it.  The  gentleman  is 
scaring  up  a  bugaboo,  and  shooting  at  a  wind- 
mill, when  he  speaks  about  forcing  trial 
upon  those  not  prepared  for  it.  I  say 
persons  so  circumstanced  that  they  do  not 
want  an  immediate  trial  can  have  their  cases 
continued  under  this  present  law.  If  they  do 
want  an  immediate  trial  and  have  not  the  means 
of  procuring  bail,  then  they  can  have  justice  ad- 
ministered at  once,  and  I  can  say  from  my  expe- 
rience as  attorney  in  Suffolk  county  that  I  know 
of  hundreds  and  hundreds  of  cases  occurring 
every  year  where  poor  criminals  are  brought  in 
for  petty  offences,  for  being  drunk  or  for  mere 
offences  against  ordinances, — what  lawyers  call 
formal  offences,— allowing  things  to  remain 
more  than  20  minutes  in  a  public  highway,  or 
stopping  on  the  corner  more  than  five  or  ten 
minutes  when  requested  by  a  police  officer  to 
move  on, — where  they  have  been  forced  on  Sat- 
urday to  remain  over  Sunday,  although  they 
don't  deny  their  guilt  and  are  willing  to  plead 
guilty,  and  may  probably  have  a  poor  father 
or  poor  mother  or  brother  who  stands  readv 
to  pay  the  fine  in  their  cases.  I  say  we  should 
do  everything  in  our  power  to  correct  this, 
and  if  we  do  not  do  so  we  are  derelict 
in  our  duty  A  lad  is  arrested  for  a  formal 
offence,  or  we  will  call  it  a  special  crime ;  he 
need  not  be  tried  that  day,  and  his  attorney  can 
ask  for  a  continuance  of  his  case,  which  can  go 
over  to  Sunday  or  Monday.  In  the  meantime 
the  probation  officer  has  just  as  much  time 
to  investigate  and  see  whether  or  not  this 
criminal— or  defendant  as  I  prefer  to  call 
him— because,  although  crime  sometimes  is 
laid  at  their  doors,  they  are  not  criminals, 
only  having  committed  mere  formal  or  statu 
tory  offences  involving  no  moral  terpitude, 
—  this  defendant  can,  under  our  system,  have 
his  case  continued  until  the  next  day,  and 
the  probation  officer  can  do  his  work.  I  would 
be  the  last  person  in  the  Council  to  throw 'any 
thing  in  the  way  of  allowing  the  unfortun- 
ate youth  who  are  first  offenders  to  take 
advantage  of  the  Probation  act.  I  be- 
lieve it  was  a  heaven-sent  piece  of  legislation, 
and  anything  I  can  do  to  further  its  effects  and 


give  the  unfortunate  class  in  whose  aid  it  was 
intended  the  full  benefit  of  it,  I  will  do.  I 
think  the  gentleman  makes  a  mistake  when  he 
attacks  this  measure.  We  are  not  forcing  im- 
mediate trial,  we  are  allowing  those  who  are  not 
prepared,  or  not  willing  to  have  a  speedy  trial, 
to  have  it  delayed.  But  we  are  trying  to  obviate 
the  trouble  which  the  poor  devil  in  the  station 
house  experiences  when  he  has  committed  a 
slight  offence  of  this  nature,  and  when  the  trial 
is  only  a  formal  matter,  for  which  the  law  pro- 
vides a  penalty,  not  being  able  to  have  a 
speedy  settlement  of  his  case,  and  when  he  is 
willing  to  acknowledge  his  guilt  and  pay  his 
fine. 

Mr.  Gomez — Mr.  President  and  gentlemen,  I 
am  one  of  the  last  men  upon  this  floor  to  vote 
against  the  passage  of  an  order  that  will  benefit 
•  the  classes,  or  any  class  of  humanity  that  needs 
aid  under  the  sun ;  but  I  do  not  believe  in  mis- 
taken charity,  nor  do  I  believe  in  wasting  our 
forces  in  a  direction  where  they  will  do  no  good 
If  this  order  was  simply  to  cover  Saturday  and 
Sunday  that  would  be  another  matter,  but  here 
is  an  order  where  the  police  magistrates  are 
supposed  to  sit  every  day  in  the  week.  There 
are  four  sections  in  the  city  of  Boston  in  which 
the  judge  sits  every  morning.  At  8  or  9  o'clock 
he  sits,  and  he  does  not  get  through  the  cases 
until  12  o'clock.  If  there  are  any  arrests  they 
will  be  made  at  night.  The  most  of  them  are 
made  at  night.  Now,  if  the  justice  sits  in  the 
forenoon  on  every  day  of  the  week  in  the  regu- 
lar court,  when  is  he  going  to  sit  at  the  police 
station  courts,  in  the  afternoon  or  at  night? 
If  he  sits  in  the  afternoon,  he  does  not  benefit 
those  that  come  in  at  night,  and  when  you  pass 
this  order,  placing  police  judges  in  every 
station,  it  will  entail  such  an  expense  that 
the  taxpayers  will  come  around  among  us  to 
see  why  it  is  we  impose  such  taxes  upon  them. 
If  any  good  were  accomplished  I  would  say 
amen.  But  I  feel  satisfied  that  the  same  amount 
of  good  to  be  accomplished  can  be  accomplished 
by  establishing  a  police  magistrate  at  one.two  or 
half  a  dozen  stations,  and  covering  a  district. 
But  I  object  to  the  words  each  police  station.  It 
might  be  well  for  us  probably  to  have  a  con- 
tinuous court  in  some  locality.and  any  man  who 
is  arrested  who  desires  immediate  trial,  who 
feels  that  he  is  able  to  prove  his  innocence  at 
once,  or  feels  that  upon  being  proven  guilty  he 
can  pay  his  fine  at  once,  and  desires  an  imme- 
diate trial — I  am  perfectly  willing  that  that  man 
should  be  tried,  but  I  do  not  believe  in  having 
a  police  judge  at  every  station,  and  no  matter 
how  my  friend  from  Ward  7  niay  put  it,  force 
other  persons  to  come  to  the  front,  and  in  nine 
cases  out  of  10  plead  guilty  and  not  have  the  ad- 
vantage of  this  probation.  I  claim  that  they 
should  have  the  advantage  which  they  can  only 
have  in  a  police  court,  because  according  to  the 
law  the  probation  officer  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  police  station  court.  The  duties  of  the  pro- 
bation officer  are  especially  at  the  regular  Muni- 
cipal Court,  and  he  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
Police  Court.  There  is  a  great  difference  be- 
tween the  Municipal  and  the  Police  Court.  I 
believe  this  matter  can  stand  a  little  bit  of 
thinking  over  and  a  little  bit  of  improving,  and 
I  move  its  reference  back  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  that  it  may  be  presented  to  this 
Council  in  better  form. 

Mr.  Whall— I  move  the  previous  question. 

The  main  question  was  ordered  and  the  ques- 
tion came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  sometimes  think  that  a  stranger 
cominginto  this  Council  chamber — 

Mr.  Whall-I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that  the 
previous  question  having  been  ordered  no  de- 
bate is  in  order. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  was  not  proposing  to  debate  the 
question.  I  simply  arose  to  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  and  I  propose  to  give  the  reasons  why  I 
asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  If  the  gentleman 
objects  to  that  I  cannot  see  his  grounds  for  so 
doing. 

The  President — The  question  has  already 
been  decided  on  calling  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 
The  gentleman  is  too  late. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  rise  for  information— what  is  the 
question  before  the  house? 

The  President — The  question  is  on  the  pass- 
age of  the  order. 

Mr.  Ladd— Do  I  understand  that  no  debate  is 
in  order  on  the  passage  of  the  order? 

The  President— No  debate  is  in  order,  the 
main  question  having  been  carried. 
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Mr.  Ladd— I  move  when  the  vote  is  taken  it  be 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  the 
order  was  passed  in  concurrence;  yeas  35, 
nays  21 : 

Yeas— Barry.  Carroll,  Cochran,  Coleman, 
Coyle,  Desmond,  Dolan,  Foss,  Fottler,  Fowler, 
Frost,  Haggerty,  Harrington,  Hayes,  Keliher, 
Kennedy,  Leary,  Mahoney,  McEnaney,  McKen- 
na,  McNary,  F.  Morison.  F.  R.  Morrison.  J.  J. 
Murphy,  W .  H.  Murphy,  Nunan,  Reilly,  Short, 
E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevens, 
Tracy,  Whail.Whilmore— 35. 

Nays— At  wood,  Blume,  Burr,  Chamberlain, 
Dewey,  Duggan,  Fisher,  Gomez,  Ladd,  Latti- 
more.  Light,  Norton,  Perkins,  C.  C.  Powers,  E. 
J.  Powers,  Richards,  Sanger,  Shaw,  R.  Sullivan, 
Thayer,  Wilson— 21. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Bowman,   Carstensen,  ■ 
Clark,  Connolly.  Davern.    Dunn,  J.  Gallagher, 
P.    J.  Gallagher,  Kelley,     Lauten,  J.  Murphy, 
O'Mealey.  Perry,  Snow,  Tuttle,  Webster— 16. 

Mr.  Fowler  moved  to  reconsider,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  wish  the  reconsideration  would 
prevail, and  I  would  now  say  that  I  regret  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  7  always  considers  that  I 
am  making  political  capital  for  the  other  side. 
I  never  wished  to  have  any  action  I  may  take  in 
this  Council  to  be  considered  as  making  politi- 
cal capital  for  any  side.  Sometimes  I  am  led  to 
belie-  e  that  a  good  many  of  the  members  of  the 
Council  seem  to  think  it  is  their  sole  duty  in  this 
Council  not  to  make  political  capital  for  the 
other  side.  I  don't  believe  it  is  our  duty  to  con- 
sider any  such  matters. 

Mr.  Whall-I  did  say  formerly  to  the  gentle- 
man who  has  last  spoken  that  I  was  glad  he  was 
making  political  capital  for  our  side  of  the 
house,  and  I  hope  that  the  measure  will  not  be 
reconsidered,  because  I  wish  to  deprive  that 
gentleman,  in  my  great  magnanimity,  from 
crowding  the  storehouse  of  the  Democratic 
party  with  more  capital.  If  anybody,  upon  the 
floor  of  this  chamber  has  given  his  opponents 
capital  and  food  for  powder,  the  gentleman  who 
has  just  sat  down  has  done  so  in  opposing  every 
measure  upon  the  hypocritical  cry  of  economy. 
It  was  only  two  weeks  ago  tonight  that  certain 
assistant  inspectors  came  here  crying  for  justice 
and  asking  that  they  obtain  the  same  pay  as 
was  given  to  the  lowest  policeman  of  their  same 
grade,  and  this  gentleman,  with  his  false  cry  of 
economy,  voted  nay  to  their  just  demand.  Six 
others  joined  him  in  it.  but  probably  the  Ides  of 
November  will  show  whether  the  people  endorse 
what  has  been  said  by  him. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  not  rise  at  all  to  say  any- 
thing further  on  this  matter,  but  1  believe  what 
the  gentleman  has  said  deserves  a  word  of  reply 
from  me,  and  that  is  that  I  defy  any  such  insin- 
uations or  accusations  as  have  been  cast  out 
by  him  at  this  time  in  regard  to  political  capital 
to  injure  me  or  to  injure  the  party  with  whichll 
train.  If  we  are  to  be  injured  because  we  as 
honest  men  undertake  to  do  our  duty  in  this 
Council,  then  I  say  that  I  and  they  are  ready  to 
be  injured,  and  I  trust  the  time  will  come  when 
the  city  of  Boston  will  not  lie  ruled  by  the  crim- 
inal classes.  I  am  ready  to  stand  on  that  plat- 
form. 

Mr.  Whall— I  think  it  is  due  to  the  dignity  of 
this  Council  that  such  an  assertion  as  has  just 
been  made  by  the  gentleman,  or  by  the  repre- 
sentative—I will  designate  him  thus— from  Ward 
10  should  not  remain  unanswered.  And  now  I 
rise  to  a  question  of  privilege.  On  July  4  last, 
when  the  heart  of  every  American  was  filled 
with  love  of  his  country,  when  the  bosom  of 
every  citizen  of  the  United  States  swelled  with 
pride  that  he  was  a  component  part  of  this  grand 
republic,  iwlien  for  each  other  we  entertain- 
ed only  the  most  brotherly  love  and  the  high- 
est affection,  steaming  across  tbe  Atlantic 
was  a  vessel  that  carried  one  who  ought  on 
that  day  of  all  days  to  have  been  an  American : 
and  upon  the  deck  of  that  vessel  was  uttered 
the  same  slander  that  has  been  voiced  in  this 
Council  chamber  tonight  by  the  repre- 
sentative of  Ward  10  to  the  disgust  of 
every  American  who  listened  to  his  words. 
Just  as  tonight,  to  the  disgust  of  every  member 
of  this  assembly,  he  has  hurled  against  the  fair 
name  and  the  fair  fame  of  the  city  of  Boston, 
the  reputation  and  the  charge  that  she  was  gov- 
erned hy  the  criminal  classes— that  the  "thugs" 
are  on  deck  at  City  Hall ;  and  tonight  the  man 
has  the  assurance  of  his  eff  rontery  to  here  re-echo 


the  charge  that  he  made  upon  the  deck  of  that 
ocean  steamer.  If  at  such  a  time  and  in  such  a 
place,  amidst  strangers  and  far  away  from  those 
who  could  answer  his  foul  complaints  he  so  far 
forgot  himself  and  the  courtesy  which  was  due 
to  his  colleagues  in  the  government  as  to  forget 
the  pride  he  should  have  in  the  city  of  his  adop- 
tion— thank  God  not  of  his  birth  [laughter  and 
applause]— if  at  such  a  time  he  belittled  himself 
and  not  the  fair  name  of  the  municipality  that 
by  force  of  circumstances  or  by  force  of  law  has 
to  protect  him  within  its  borders,  then  we 
should  not  be  surprised  that  here,  clothed  with 
the  dignity  of  a  legislator  for  the  city  of  Boston, 
after  the  other  diatribes  to  which  he  has 
treated  us  in  his  mad  insanity,  he  should 
reiterate  the  charge  that  upon  that  oc- 
casion he  made.  I  think,  Mr.  President,  that  it 
is  a  question  of  the  highest  privilege  for  me  as 
a  member  of  the  city  government  of  Boston  to 
hurl  back  the  charge  that  Boston  is  governed 
by  the  criminal  classes.  Last  year,  I  remember 
that  he— I  had  almost  called  him  the  gentleman 
—said  Boston  was  governed  by  the  polltax  pay- 
ers. His  abuse  and  his  diatribe  has  descended  a 
step  lower,  and  he  now  says  that  Boston  is 
governed  by  the  criminal  classes.  The  dignity 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  the  dignity  of  this  branch 
of  the  city  government,  does  not  at  this  time 
require  me  to  refute  the  charge,  but  I  tell  the 
gentleman  now  that  the  time  has  come  when  I, 
for  one, and  perhaps  I  may  find  others  who  will 
assist  me  in  it.  will  not  stand  idly  by  and  hear  in- 
sults flung  at  the  government  of  the  city  of  our 
birth.  I  am  a  Boston  boy :  I  was  born  almost 
within  the  shadow  of  the  building  in  which  we 
now  sit.  I  was  born  in  the  ward  which  it  is  my 
very  great  honor  to  so  feebly  represent,  and  I 
feel  the  honor  of  Boston  and  Boston's  govern- 
ment more  deeply  than  the  importation  that 
comes  from  Ward  10  can  ever  feel  it  [laughter], 
and  I  blame  not  the  alderman  who,  by  force  of 
circumstances  was  his  companion,  that  he  should 
blush  for  himself  and  his  party  that  upon  an  oc- 
casion of  that  kind,  upon  the  anniversary  of  the 
independence  of  our  glorious  country,  Boston 
had  even  an  adopted  son  that  would  sohesmirch 
the  criminal  classes.  Boston  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  classes  who  by  force  of 
circumstances  do  not  own  the  most  of 
the  property,  but  for  good  government.  Mr. 
President,  something  more  than  proper- 
ty is  needed.  Boston  is  in  the  hands  of  men 
her  reputation.  Boston  is  not  in  the  hands  of  men 
who  do  regard  her  interests,  who  desire  her  to  be 
as  she  has  been  in  the  past— the  model  munici- 
pality of  the  United  States.  Boston  is  in  the 
hands  of  men  who  are  honest  even  though  they 
are  poor.  Throughout  the  press  are  abundant 
charges  against  the  honesty  of  our  city  govern- 
ment. Can  we  wonder  at  this  when  a  member 
of  our  own  body  upon  our  own  floor  insinuates 
as  much.  The  public  press  tells — at  least 
a  part  of  it,  though,  thank  God,  there  are 
some  fair-minded  sheets  in  Boston — that 
Boston  is  in  the  hands  of  tbe  criminals, 
and  the  gentleman  re-echoes  the  charge.  If 
the  gentleman  can  prove  it,  let  him  a.dduce 
the  proof,  but  until  he  does,  Mr.  President,  his 
charge  is  an  insult  to  you,  it  is  an  insult  to  me, 
it  is  an  insult  to  every  member  of  this  govern- 
ment, and  I  warn  the  gentleman  that  if  charges 
of  this  kind  are  again  repeated  upon  this  floor  I 
shall  move  that  this  Council  shall  assume  the 
highest  powers  that  it  has  in  its  control,  to  cen- 
sure the  member  who  so  besmirches  its— no  not 
its  reputation,  but  charges  of  this  kind  be- 
smirch the  reputation  of  the  man  who  makes 
them. 

Mr.  Ladd— Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a  question 
of  privilege. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Mr.  President. 

The  President— Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege. 

The  President— The  Chair  has  recognized 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12. 

Mr.  Ladd—  I  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege. 

The  President— The  Chair  has  recognized 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 

Mr.  Ladd— I  claim  the  floor  for  a  question  of 
personal  privilege. 

The  President— Does  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  rise  to  a  question  of  personal  privilege? 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  do.  I  rise  to  the  highest 
kind  of  privilege,  namely  this,  that  a  proper  re- 
gard for  the  decorum  of  this  body  demands  that 
such  exhibitions  as  we  have  been  having  for  the 
last  15  minutes  should   cease,   and   therefore  I 
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move  the  previous  question.  I  do  not  blame  my 
friend  from  Ward  7  except  for  one  thing,  and 
that  is  that  he  should  have  taken  a  sledge- 
hammer to  crush  a  butterfly.  I  presume  the 
Council  would  agree  with  me  if  I  offered  a  mo- 
tion that  in  the  opinion  of  the  Council  the  city 
is  not  ruled  by  the  criminal  classes,  and  I  know 
that  every  member  present  with  one  exception 
would  vote  in  favor  of  such  a  resolution.  It  is 
an  absurdity,  and  I  think  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  10  didn't  intend  probably  all  that  he  im- 
plied in  his  statements.  I  think  the  gentleman 
has  said  all  that  is  necessary,  and  I  think  he 
should  ask  for  a  little  favor  from  the  Council, 
having  spoken  a  little  more  warmly  perhaps 
than  he  would  in  his  calmer  moments.  That  I 
say  is  a  matter  of  the  highest  privilege,  and  I 
move  the  previous  question  in  order  to  stop 
where  we  are  in  a  discussion  of  this  nature.  It 
is  undignified  and  unbecoming  for  the  Council  to 
consider  such  a  matter,  and  I  move  the  previous 
question. 

The  President— Shall  the  main  question  be 
put? 

Mr.  Ladd— I  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege, 
Mr.  President.  I  did  expect  that  I  would  be  ex- 
posed to  attacks  of  the  kind  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  7  has  seen  fit  to  visit  on  me,  but  I  did 
not  expect  that  so  mean  and  so  contemptible  a 
thing  would  be  attempted,  even  in  this  cham- 
ber, as  to  prevent  me  from  making  a  proper 
reply  to  such  an  attack.  I  understand  very  well 
what  the  purpose  of  'he  gentleman  from  Ward 
7  is.  He  thinks  that  because  one  of  his  own 
party,  in  undertaking  to  smirch  the  good  name 
of  Massachusetts,  was  set  back,  that  we  can  now 
be  set  back  if  we  undertake  to  smirch  the  not 
good  name  of  the  government  of  the  city  of 
Boston.  I  tell  him  there  is  a  vast  difference 
between  the  government  of  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  the  government  of.  the  city  of 
Boston.  It  is  true  that  I  did  make  a  statement 
upon  the  steamer  Pavonia  on  the  4th  of  July 
last,  in  mid  ocean,  and  the  statement  that  I  then 
made  is  true. 

A  Voice— What  is  it? 

Mr.  Ladd — I  never  in  my  whole  life  received, 
and  never  expected  to  receive,  so  many  con- 
gratulations as  I  received  from  passengers  upon 
that  steamer  for  speaking  what  every  true 
American  there  who  knew  anything  of  the  af- 
fairs of  the  city  of  Boston  recognized  as  being 
the  truth.  It  is  only  the  silly  ostrich  that  hides 
its  head  in  the  sand  and  considers  itself  safe. 
When  we  are  in  danger,  the  proper  way  is  to 
sound  the  alarm  hells,  which  has  been  my  way, 
and  I  am  not  ashamed  of  it.  I  say  that  mis- 
government,  wherever  it  exists,  whether  it  be 
m  the  city  of  Boston,  the  city  of  New  York,  the 
city  of  Chicago,  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  or  in  any 
other  great  city,  should  be  put  down. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  gentleman  has  occupied  three  minutes. 

The  President— The  gentleman  has  one  min- 
ute left. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  think  there  is  no  limitation  to  a 
personal  explanation.  I  never  have  heard  of 
any  rule  yet  that  will  limit  a  reply  to  an  attack 
such  as  has  been  made  upon  me  tonight. 

Mr.  Whall- I  move  that  the  gentleman  have 
10  minutes  for  his  personal  explanation. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  Ladd— Mr.  President,  I  did  not  think  to 
reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7,  and  do 
not  propose  to  reply  to  that  part  of  his  scurrilous 
and  contemptible  attack  which  reflects  upon  me 
personally  and  to  the  epithets  which  he  saw  fit 
to  cast  upon  me.  If  they  are  deserved  nearly 
two  years'  experience  in  this  Common  Council 
will  nx  them  upon  me ;  if  they  are  not  deserved 
it  will  take  more  than  all  the  rhetoric  and  all 
the  eloquence  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  to 
fix  them  upon  me.  The  most  dignified  and  the 
most  proper  way  for  me  to  treat  them 
is  to  treat  them  with  that  silent  con- 
tempt which  they  deserve.  It  is  true  that  I  was 
not  born  in  the  city  of  Boston,  but  I  was  born 
in  a  place  which  has  produced  as  great  men,  I 
will  not  say  greater,  but  as  great  men  as  were 
ever  born  in  the  city  of  Boston,  and  I  will  not 
except  even  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  (laugh- 
ter). I  have  come  to  Boston  to  make  it  my  home, 
as  some  of  my  illustrious  predecessors  have  done, 
and  thus  far,  until  I  found  my  way  into  this 
Council  chamber,  I  have  been  treated  with  all 
respect  and  with  all  the  kindness  and  courtesy 
which  I  had  any  right  to  claim,  and  since  I 
have  been  here  I  have  tried   to   do   my   duty. 


If  I  have  failed  I  am  sorry  for  it, 
No  man  has  tried  more  earnestly,  and  as 
long  as  those  who  sent  me  here  see  fit  to 
continue  me  here  I  shall  endeavor  with  equal 
zeal  to  do  my  duty  even  though  it  may  blast 
forever  every  political  nrosDect  that  I  have  for 
the  future.  I  do  not  regard  myself  as  an  in- 
dividual at  all  and  I  never  will  so  long  as  I  am 
called  upon  to  discharge  a  single  public  duty. 
I  say  a  legislator  is  simply  a  man,  and  if  he  in 
the  discharge  of  his  public  duties  under- 
takes to  consider  his  own  personal  interest  in- 
stead of  the  interests  of  the  public,  he  is  unfit 
to  represent  anybody.  He  ought  to  serve  no 
other  interest.  Since  I  have  been  in  Boston, 
some  12  or  15  years,  I  have  learned  to  love  it  I 
think  as  truly  and  as  fondly  as  if  it  had  been 
my  birthplace.  I  have  centred  all  my  in- 
terests here  and  here  I  propose  to  remain, 
and  I  want  to  refer  once  more  to  the  feeling 
I  had  upon  that  ocean  steamer.  I  was  not 
lacking  in  one  emotion  of  patriotic  sentiment. 
My  heart  swelled  with  love  for  my  native  State, 
for  my  native  country  and  for  my  adopted  city, 
and  whatever  I  said  was  said  in  sorrow,  not  for 
the  city  itself,  but  for  the  government  that  had 
fastened  itself  upon  the  city  like  the  claws  of  a 
giant.  That  was  what  I  proposed  to  attack,  and 
I  shall  continue  to  attack  it  until  its  reform. 
Misgovernment  in  the  city  of  Boston,  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  in  th<->  city  of  Chicago,  in  the 
city  of  St.  Louis,  or  in  any  other  large  city  of 
our  country,  must  be  cured  or  there  will  be  a 
speedy  end  of  all  our  cherished  institutions. 
And  that  was  why,  on  that  anniversary  of  our 
independence,  the  condition  of  tne  city  of  Bos- 
ton came  to  my  mind  and  I  expressed  my  con- 
victions. They  were  honest  and  they  were  pure. 
I  do  not  know  as  I  need  to  extend  my  remarks 
further  because  I  do  not  care  to  reply  to  the 
personal  attacks  that  have  been  made  upon  me. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  made  that  motion,  and  I  am 
really  sorry  I  did,  because  if  it  had  been 
carried  at  the  time  the  public  would  have  lost 
the  beautiful  spectacle  that  we  have  had,  and  I 
desire  the  public  to  remember  when  they  read 
the  eloquence  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10, 
that  they  are  losing  the  pathos  of  his  utterance, 
and  that  the  tones  that  cannot  be  represented 
by  the  public  press  are  something  that  they  are 
losing  to  their  great  detriment.  Since  the  time 
when  the  lamented  Kirby,  on  the  stage  of  the 
National  Theatre,  wrapped  himself  up  in  the  na- 
tional flag  and  died,  as  Artemus  Ward  said,  to 
slow  music  for  the  space  of  10  minutes,  I  do  not 
think  we  have  had  a  finer  spectacle  that  we  have 
had  here  this  evening.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  10  has  said  that  he  came  here  to  insult  the 
government  of  the  city,  even  at  the  risk  of  all  his 
future  political  prospects.  I  am  glad  we  have 
given  the  gentleman  a  chance  to  relieve  his 
mind,  and  as  I  presume  nobody  else  wishes  to 
discuss  the  question  of  putting  the  main  ques- 
tion, I  now  move  again  that  the  main  question 
be  now  put. 

The  main  question  was  ordered  and  the  ques- 
tion came  on  the  reconsideration ;  lost. 

maguire-corse  investigation. 

Mr.  B.  Sullivan  called  up  the  following: 

19.  Majority  and  minority  reports  on  the  Ma- 
guire-Corse  investigation. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  the  reading  of 
the  reports  was  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  moved  to  substitute  the 
minority  for  the  majority  report ;  lost. 

The  majority  report  was  accepted  in  concur- 
rence. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

PAPERS       FROM     BOARD      OF     ALDERMEN— CON- 
TINUED. 

11.  Report  of  Committee  on  Ordinances,  that 
the  ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  35  of  the  Re- 
vised Ordinances  of  1885,  in  the  third  line  of  Sec- 
tion 2,  by  adding  after  "Boston"  the  words, "and 
in  the  cities  or  towns  now  constituting  a  por- 
tion of  the  city  of  Boston,"  is  in  proper  form 

Report  accepted,  ordinance  passed  in  concur- 
rence under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Mr.  Frost 
moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

Telegraph  Hill. 

12.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  that  the 
order  for  a  transfer  of  $1800  from  the  appropria- 
tion for  Andrew  Schoolhouse  yard,  the  same  to 
be  a  special  appropriation  for  repairing  and 
fencing  Telegraph  Hill,  ought  to  pass. 
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The  report  was  accepted,  the  rule  was  suf- 
pended,  and  the  question  came  on  the  passage 
of  the  order. 

Mr.  Fottler— I  would  like  a  little  explana- 
tion from  some  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance  in  regard  to  this. 

Mr.  Whall— I  understand  that  the  gentleman 
connected  with  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Squares,  or  the  member  at  least  from  the 
South  Boston  district,  can  explain  why  it  is 
necessary  to  have  Telegraph  hill  fenced.  I  can 
in  a  short  way  say  that  it  is  to  prevent  accidents 
around  the  reservoir,  but  as  regards  the  finan- 
cial part  of  it,  I  can  say  that  some  two  years  ago 
the  City  Council  appropriated  a  sum  of  $1 800  to 
enlarge  the  yard  attached  to  the  Andrews 
Schoolhouse.  It  has  been  found  that  a  good 
title  cannot  be  procured  to  that  land,  and  there- 
fore the  $1800  will  lie  in  the  treasury,  Now  if 
the  Council  is  convinced  that  the  repairs  or  the 
fencing  of  Telegraph  hill  should  be  made,  then 
on  behalf  of  the  Finance  Committee  1  have  to 
say  that  there  is  no  appropriation  from  which  we 
can  transfer  the  amount  needed  for  the  repairs 
or  for  the  fencing  better  than  we  can  from  this 
appropriation.  I  understand  that  the  member 
from  Ward  15  can  give  the  facts  as  to  the  neces- 
sity for  fencing  Telegraph  hill. 

Mr.  McNart— I  can  only  say  this,  that  the 
people  who  request  it  are  the  people  who  live  in 
the  vicinity.  The  hill  has  not  been  yet  used  as 
a  public  park,  and  part  of  it  is  a  reservoir  for 
the  South  Boston  district  high  service.  Several 
years  ago  the  iron  fence  surrounding  it  was 
removed.  It  is  a  high  place,  25  feet  above  the 
roadway,  with  embankments  leading  up  to  it. 
Since  the  removal  of  the  iron  fence,  it  has 
been  frequented  by  small  children  living 
in  that  section,  who  play  on  it  to  a  great 
extent.  Since  the  removal  of  the  fence 
they  do  not  use  the  circular  walks  around  the 
park,  but  go  up  and  down  the  embankment  and 
destroy  the  grass  to  so  great  an  extent  as  to  place 
it  in  a  bad  condition.  The  concrete  walks  have 
been  negleeted  and  abused  for  years,  and  are  full 
of  holes  and  patches.  Everyone  who  lives  near 
Thomas  park,  and  near  this  Telegraph  hill,  is 
aware  of  the  bad  condition  it  is  in.  It  is  used 
by  a  very  large  number  of  school  children  as  a 
play  ground,  being  in  a  central  location  and  be- 
ing removed  from  the  ordinary  travel  of  teams 
or  carriages  of  any  description.  It  should  be 
put  in  proper  condition.  Everybody  who  lives 
there  favors  the  improvement.  The  money  is 
at  hand.  We  cannot  use  the  money  in  a  part  of 
the  same  district  for  the  Andrews  schoolhouse 
yard  for  the  reasons  stated  by  the  gentleman  on 
the  Finance  Committee,  and  if  we  could  I  should 
oppose  it.  But  we  cannot.  Therefore,  as  the 
unanimous  sentiment  of  the  district  isinfavorof 
this,  and  as  the  superintendent  deems  that  it 
ought  to  be  done,  and  that  it  could  be  easily 
done,  after  examining  into  the  facts,  I  hope  the 
transfer  will  be  made,  and  that  the  money  will 
be  put  to  that  use.  I  favor  it,  as  would  every 
other  gentleman  from  that  dsstrict. 

Mr.  Leary— I  agree  with  everything  the  gen- 
tleman has  said.  The  condition  (if  that  place  is 
very  bad,  and  it  affects  the  sidewalks,  inasmuch 
as  the  earth  runs  down  over  the  sidewalk,  and 
it  makes  a  bad  condition  of  affairs  around  that 
place.  Since  the  removal  of  the  fence  it  has 
been  actually  filthy,  whereas  previous  to  the 
removal  it  was  one  of  the  nicest  places  in  South 
Boston.    I  hope  the  order  will  pass. 

Mr-.  Fottler— From  the  explanation  we  have 
had  in  relation  to  the  part  of  this  order  concern- 
ing Telegraph  Hill  I  feel  pretty  well  satisfied, 
but  in  regard  to  the  portion  relating  to  the 
Andrews  school  yard  I  must  say  that  I  am  not, 
and  therefore  I  hope  this  matter  may  be  assigned 
to  our  next  meeting,  when  after  an  opportunity 
to  look  this  matter  up  I  may  become  satisfied. 
I  hope  it  will  bo  assigned. 

Mr.  Whall— 1  thought  I  made  myself  suffi- 
ciently explicit  in  the  information  I  strove  to 
impart  in  my  last  remarks..  The  $1800  which  we 
appropriated  for  the  Andrews  schoolhouse  yard 
a  few  years  ago  we  cannot  use,  for  the  very  sim- 
ple reason  that  the  Law  Department  tells  us  we 
cannot  get  a  title  to  the  land  for  the  purchase  of 
which  that  $1800  was  appropriated.  The  Law 
Department  tells  us  positively  that  that  $1800 
cannot  be  used  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
appi'opriated.  I  myself  do  not  know  what  the 
condition  of  the  title  is,  but  we  have  been  ad- 
vised that  we  cannot  use  this  money  for  the 
Andrews  schoolhouse  yard.    Then  if  we  cannot 


use  it  for  that  purpose  and  do  not  transfer  it  to 
some  other  purpose,  it  remains  idle  in  the  treas- 
ury.   Have  I  answered  the  gentleman? 

Mr.  Fottler— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man a  question.  How  long  did  I  understand 
you  to  say  the  Andrews  schoolhouse  yard  had 
been  considered? 

Mr.  Whall— I  believe  two  years  ago  the  ap- 
propriation was  made,  and  it  was  found  by  the 
examiners  of  titles  attached  to  the  Law  Depart- 
ment of  the  city  of  Boston,  that  no  good  title 
could  be  obtained,  and  all  negotiations  for  the 
purchase  of  land  contemplated  in  that  provis- 
ion ceased  and  the  objections  had  never  been 
removed  because  the  cloud  on  the  title  has  never 
been  removed.  So  that  if  we  do  not  transfer 
that  amount  tonight  in  the  way  indicated  to  a 
public  purpose  in  that  district  in  which  this 
schoolhouse  is  located,  the  only  result  will  be 
to  allow  this  $1800  to  remain  in  the  treasury 
longer.  At  some  time  we  will  have  to  remove 
it.  because  we  cannot  apply  it  to  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  originally  appropriated. 

Mr.  Short— I  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Fottler— I  hope  the  main  question  will 
not  be  ordered,  for  the  reason  I  assigned  a  few 
minutes  ago.  If,  as  we  have  learned  from  the 
debate  on  this  subject,  it  has  taken  two  years  to 
find  out  whether  or  not  there  is  a  valied  title  to 
these  premises,  I  think  my  motion  to  assign  is 
very  proper.    I  hope  it  will  be  assigned. 

Mr.  McNary— I  hope  the  previous  qqestion 
will  not  be  ordered  at  the  present  time  because 
I  think  in  a  very  few  words  I  can  clear  up  this 
whole  matter.  When  the  Andrews  School  was 
built  some  dozen  years  ago  it  was  found  impos- 
sible to  buy  a  large  enough  tract  of  land  for  the 
yard,  owing  to  the  fact  that  certain  people  own- 
ing certain  land  would  not  sell  it.  Two  years 
ago  it  was  deemed  proper  to  increase  the  facil- 
ities for  school  children  there,  and  $1800  was 
appropriated  by  the  city  government  for  that 
purpose.  For  about  a  year  at  that  time  it  was 
found  impossible  to  purchase  the  land  at  any- 
where near  the  figures  the  mayor  thought  were 
desirable  at  which  it  was  assessed,  or  at  which 
other  land  in  the  vicinity  might  be  bought.  In 
the  spring  or  summer  of  last  year  the  people 
owning  this  land,  or  who  were  supposed  to  own 
it,  agreed  to  come  down  to  the  mayor's  figures — 
05  cents  a  foot— whereas  they  had  previously 
been  asking  $1  and  over  a  foot.  Ihe  mayor 
agreed  to  pay  that  amount,  but  the  Law  Depart- 
ment, looking  up  the  deeds  of  the  land,  and 
finding  that  there  was  no  clear  title  by  which 
the  city  could  obtain  the  land,  decided  not  to 
pay  the  money  out.  Now,  it  is  impossible  for  us 
to  buy  this  land  at  this  time,  or  for  a  number  of 
years,  because  we  cannot  get  a  clear  title  for 
the  land,  and  the  land  is  in  litigation  and  will 
not  be  settled  up  for  quite  a  number  of  years, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Law  Department  and 
people  who  know  the  facts.  Therefore,  it 
is  deemed  advisable  by  the  alderman  from 
the  district  and  the  other  representatives 
in  the  district,  that  if  that  money  is  appropriated 
for  a  certain  purpose,  and  cannot  be  used  for 
that  purpose,  it  might  as  well  be  appropriated 
for  another  urgent  public  purpose  which  every- 
body admits  is  urgent ;  and  therefore  I  trust  that 
the  Councilman  tonight  will  pass  the  order  in 
concurrence,  and  admit  that  it  ought  to  be  done. 
The  facts  stated  by  the  gentlemen  from  Ward  7, 
so  far  as  I  know,  and  so  far  as  they  have  been 
stated  by  the  representatives  on  the  committee, 
are  correct,  therefore,  I  am  not  in  favor  of  as- 
signing it,  but  passing  it  tonight.  I  hope  my 
explanation  is  sufficient. 

'ihe  main  question  was  ordered  and  the  order 
was  passed  in  concurrence ;  yeas  49,  nays  4: 

Yeas— Atwood,  Barry,  Blume,  Burr,  Car- 
roll, Chamberlain,  Cochran,  Coleman,  Connolly, 
Coyle,  Desmond.  Dewey.  Dtiggan,  Fisher,  Foss, 
Fowler,  Frost,  Gomez,  Haggerty,  Harrington, 
Hayes,  Kelley,  Kennedy,  Lauten,  Leary,  Ma- 
honey,  McEnaney,  McKenna,  McNary,  F.  R. 
Morrison,  J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Nor- 
ton, Nunan,  O'Mealey.  Perkins,  E.  J,  Powers, 
Reilly,  Sanger,  Short,  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sulli- 
van, R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevens.  Thayer, 
Tracy,  Whall.  Whitmore— 49. 

Nays— Fottler,  Ladd,  C.  C.  Powers,  Wilson— 4, 

Absent  or  not  voting— Bowman,  Carstensen, 
Clark,  Davern.  Dolan,  Dunn,  J.  Gallagher,  P. 
J.  Gallagher,  Keliher,  Lattimore,  Light,  F. 
Morison,  J.  Murphy,  Perry,  Richards,  Shaw, 
Snow,  Tuttle,  Webster— 19. 

Mr.  McNary  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 
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SALARIES  OF  THE    BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 

Ki.  Gomez  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 
that  No.  20  might  be  taken  up  under  unfinished 
business,  viz. : 

20.  An  ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  6  of  the 
Revised  Ordinances  of  1885,  so  as  to  make  the 
salaries  of  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Health 
13500  each  per  annum. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  hope  the  rule  will  not  be 
suspended,  but  that  we  will  go  on  and  tran- 
sact our  business.  A  good  deal  of  it  is  in 
the  line  of  routine,  and  this  matter  is  sure  to 
bring  up  a  discussion.  I  hope  we  will  finish  up 
our  short  calendar  first. 

The  rule  was  not  suspended. 

SALE  OF  LAND  AT  PUBLIC  AUCTION. 

13.  The  order  as  amended  by  this  Council  for 
the  sale  at  public  auction  of  tiie  city  land  on 
east  side  of  N  street,  between  East  Second  and 
East  Third  streets,  South  Boston,  the  proceeds 
to  be  placed  in  the  reserved  fund,  comes  back 
endorsed  as  not  in  proper  form,  it  not  appearing 
that  the  action  of  the  Common  Council  was 
taken  by  a  two  thirds  vote. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  think  very  probably  the 
Council  was  right  in  its  former  action,  in  fact  I 
have  no  doubt  of  it,  but  still,  as  there  is  a  very 
suitable  tribunal  in  the  shape  of  a  joint  commit- 
tee, namely,  the  Joint  Committee  on  Kules  and 
Orders,  I  move  that  the  matter  be  referred  to 
them. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  carried.  Mr.  Whit- 
more moved  to  reconsider :  lost. 

LINWOOD  AND  CEDAR  SQUARES. 

14.  Order  (recommended  in  a  report  of  Com- 
mittee on  Common,  etc.,  on  part  of  Aldermen) 
requesting  the  superintendent  of  Common,  etc., 
to  put  Linwood  square  and  Cedar  square  in 
proper  condition. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Whall— I  would  like  to  find  whether  or 
not  that  order  comes  from  any  committee. 

The  Clerk— It  comes  from  the  Committee 
on  Common,  etc.,  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of 
Alderman. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall,  the  order  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Common  and 
Squares. 

REGIMENTAL  ARMORIES. 

15.  Order  (recommended  in  a  report  of  a  spe- 
cial committee  of  aldermen)  requesting  the 
mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature  for  an  act  for 
the  building  by  the  Commonwealth  of  two  regi- 
mental armories  in  this  city. 

The  question  was  on  second  reading. 

Mr.  Leary  moved  to  lay  the  order  on  the  ta- 
ble. 

Mr.  Whitmore— 1  would  suggest  that  the 
gentleman  does  not  do  that,  but  will  move  to 
refer  it  to  a  special  committee  consisting  of  five 
members  on  the  part  of  the  Council,  as  we  have 
no  Committee  on  Armories. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— 1  rise  to  a  point  of  order  on 
this  subject  for  information.  There  being  a 
committee,  as  I  understand  it,  on  the  part  of 
the  Aldermen,  can  we  send  this  to  a  special 
committee? 

The  President— Yes,  sir,  we  can. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  a  special  committee  was 
carried.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider; 
lost. 

The  President  subsequently  appointed 
Messrs.  Gomez,  Fottler,  Kelly,  Frost,  and  Tracy 
said  committee. 

THE  LUNCH  ORDER. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Murphy  offered  an  order— That  the 
city  messenger  be  requested  to  provide  a  lunch 
in  the  ante-room  for  the  members,  officers  and 
reporters,  the  expense  attending  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Commen 
Council. 

The  order  was  refused  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Murphy  doubted  the  vote  and  called 
for  verification  by  a  rising  vote.  The  Council 
stood  divided  and  the  order  was  ordered  to  a 
second  reading,  36  voting  in  the  affirmative,  13 
in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  believe  that  the  gentlemen  in 
the  fourth  division  voted  under  a  misaprehen- 
sion  of  the  vote,  therefore  it  cannot  be  right.  I 
move  a  verification   . 

The  President— Unless  some  motion  is  made 
the  Chair  will  decide  the  vote  carried, 


Mr.  Blume  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, which 
were  ordered,  and  the  clerk  proceeded  to  call 
the  roll. 

Mr.  Blume— I  desire  to  ask  the  Chair  to  have 
gentleman  vote  in  their  seats. 

Mr.  Leary — Does  this  yea  and  nay  vote  in- 
clude the  passage  of  the  order  at  the  same  time? 

The  President— It  does  not. 

Mr.  Leary— I  wish  the  gentleman  would  in- 
clude it. 

The  clerk  called  the  roll,  and  the  order  was 
ordered  to  a  second  reading;  yeas  35,  nays  22: 

Yeas — Barry,  Carroll,  Cochran,  Coleman,  (Jon- 
nolly,  Desmond,  Duggan,  Foss,  Gomez,  Hagger- 
ty,  Harrington,  Hayes,  Kelley,  Kennedy,  Lau- 
ten,  Leary.  Mahoney,  McEnaney,  J.  J.  Murphy, 
W.  H.  Murphy,  Norton.  Nunan,  O'Mealey,  C.  C. 
Powers,  E.  J.  Powers.  Reilly,  Shaw.  Short,  J.  H. 
Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan.  Sundberg,  Teevens,  Tracy, 
Whall,  Whitmore— 35. 

Nays  — Atwood,  Blume,  Burr,  Chamberlain, 
Coyle,  Dewey,  Fisher,  Fottler.  Fowler,  Frost, 
Ladd,  Lattimore,  Light.  McKenna,  F.  Morison, 
F.  R.  Morrison,  Perkins,  Richards.  Sanger,  E. 
Sullivan,  Thayer,  Wilson— 22. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Bowman,  Carstensen, 
Clark,  Davern,  Dolan.  Dunn.  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J. 
Gallagher,  Keliher,  McNary,  J.  Murphy,  Perry, 
Snow.  Tuttle,  Webster— 15. 

The  clerk  read  the  order  a  second  time,  and 
proceeded  to  call  the  roll  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Wilson— If  in  order,  I  would  move  that 
the  rule  be  suspended,  and  that  the  vote  just 
taken  be  considered  the  vote  on  the  passage  of  ■ 
the  order,  in  order  to  save  time. 

A  Voice— No,  no. 

The  President— All  motions  are  out  of  order. 
The  clerk  has  been  ordered  to  call  the  roll. 

The  clerk  called  the  roll,  and  the  order  was 
passed ;  yeas  41,  nays  17 : 

Yeas — Burr,  Carroll,  Chamberlain,  Cochran, 
Coleman,  Connolly,  Desmond,  Fisher,  Foss, 
Fowler,  Gomez,  Haggerty,  Harrington,  Hayes, 
Keliher,  Kelley,  Kennedy,  Lattimore.  Lauten, 
Leary,  Mahoney,  McEnaney,  McNary,  F.  R.  Mor- 
rison, J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Norton, 
Nunan,  O'Mealey,  C.  C.  Powers,  E.  J.  Powers, 
Reilly,  Shaw,  Short,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan, 
Sundberg,  Teevens,  Tracy.  Whall,  Whitmore— 41 

Nays— Atwood,  Blume.  Coyle,  Dewey,  Duggan, 
Fottler,  Frost,  Ladd.  Light,  McKenna,  F.  Mor- 
ison, Perkins,  Richards,  Sanger,  E.  Sullivan, 
Thayer,  Wilson— 17. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Barry,  Bowman,  Car- 
stensen. Clark,  Davern.  Dolan.  Dunn,  J.  Gal- 
lagher, P.  J.  Gallagher,  J.  Murphy,  Perrv,  Snow, 
Tuttle,  Webster— 14. 

STATE  AND  MUNICIPAL  ELECTIONS. 

16  Order  that,  in  part  payment  for  their  ser- 
vices, all  city  employees  whose  services  can  be 
dispensed  with  be  allowed  holidays  on  the  days 
of  the  State  and  municipal  elections,  without 
loss  of  pay. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a 
second  reading. 

Mr. Fottler— I  would  like  to  offer  a  substitute 
for  that  order:  That  all  persons  employed  by 
the  city  who  are  voters  be  allowed  sufficient 
time  to  vote  on  the  days  of  the  State  and  muni- 
cipal elections. 

The  question  was  on  the  adoption  of  the  sub- 
stitute. 

Mr.  Sanger— I  would  suggest  if  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  10  will  allow  me,  that  this  amend- 
ment be  put  in  a  form  to  correspond  with  the 
State  statutes  on  the  subject,  found  on  page  903 
of  the  acts  of  last  year,  which  are  to  the  effect 
that  two  hours  from  time  of  the  opening  of  the 
polls  shall  be  allowed  to  all  persons  employed  in 
any  mechanical,  manufacturing  or  mercantile 
establishment  to  vote.  That  two  hours  is  a 
definite  time,  and  if  that  time  were  stated  here 
it  seems  to  me  that  no  question  could  be  raised 
in  the  matter.  The  act  is  found  on  page  903,  and 
reads  as  follows : 

"Section  l.  No  person  entitled  to  vote  at  a  State 
or  national  election  shall  be  employed  upon  the 
day  on  which  any  State  or  national  election  oc- 
curs, in  any  manufacturing,  mechanical  or  mer- 
cantile establishment  in  this  Commonwealth, 
except  such  establishment  as  may  lawfully  con- 
duct its  business  on  the  Lord's  day,  during  the 
period  of  two  hours  after  the  opening  of  the 
polls  in  the  town,  ward  or  preeinct  in  which  such 
person  is  entitled  to  vote ;  provided,  such  person 
shall  make  application  for  leave  of  absence  dur- 
ing such  time. 
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"Sec.  2.  Every  owner,  superintendent  or  over- 
seer in  any  such  establishment  who  employs  or 
permits  to  be  employed  any  person  in  violation 
of  the  preceding  section  shall  forfeit  not  less 
than  $20  nor  more  than  |50  for  each  offence." 

I  seems  to  me  in  doing  that  we  should  be  fol- 
lowing- the  statutes  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Fottler— I  am  perfectly  willing  of  course 
to  accept  the  amendment,  although  I  think  the 
order  and  substitute  covers  the  entire  ground.  I 
am  willing  to  accept  the  amendment. 

]Mr.  Whali — I  hope  that  the  amendment  or 
substitute,  or  whatever  it  may  be  called,  will 
not  prevail.  Anybody  who  is  acquainted  with 
the  workings  of  the  city  departments  as  a 'city 
officer  knows  this  fact,  that  in  some  of  the  de- 
partments are  laborers  who  work  probably  15 
miles  from  City  Hall.  Certainly  those  in 
Natick,  who  are  working  upon  the  water  works 
there,  work  very  nearly  15  miles  away.  To  al- 
low these  men  two  hours  away  from  their  work 
is  practically  a  denial  to  them  of  the  right  of 
suffrage  upon  that  day.  There  are  others  of  our 
employees  in  the  water  works  working  in 
the  Mystic  Department,  but  who  vote  in 
the  extreme  southern  wards.  Two  hours 
on  election  day  would  be  a  very  small 
allowance  and  would  nominally  be  a  de- 
nial to  them  of  the  right  of  suffrage.  I  be- 
lieve we  should  pass  the  order  as  it  comes 
from  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  This  is  not  a 
clear  holiday  to  every  man  in  the  departments. 
It  gives  to  the  heads  of  the  departments  a  little 
discretion  in  the  affair,  and  men  who  live  near 
their  polling  places  can  be  ordered  under  that 
order,  as  it  comes  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
to  report  back  for  work  in  a  short  time.  The 
order,  as  it  comes  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
says — the  gentleman  informs  me  that  he  will 
withdraw  his  amendment.  The  order,  as  it 
comes  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  says  that 
those  employees  whose  services  can  be  dis- 
pensed with  shall  be  allowed  a  holiday,  etc.. 
and  that  presupposes  the  existence  of  some  per- 
son who  shall  pass  judgment  upon  the  question 
of  dispensing  with  their  services  and  saying 
that  they  shall  be  allowed  a  holiday  upon  the 
day  of  the  State  and  municipal  elections. 
The  duties  of  the  laborers  and  employees 
in  our  different  departments  are  so  dif- 
ferent and  to  us  would  be  so  complicated 
that  we  could  not  draft  an  order  which 
would  meet  the  thing  we  have  in  view 
and  still  be  just  to  the  different  employees.  We 
have  in  this  order  given  to  the  persons  who  have 
charge  of  the  men  their  right  to  determine  what 
employees  shall  go  away,  and  they  have  the 
right  also.  I  contend,  under  the  wording  of  the 
order,  to  determine  how  much  ol'a  holiday  they 
shall  have.  But  it  does  not  necessarily  follow 
that  because  they  allow  a  man  to  take  an  hour 
they  must  give  him  the  whole  day.  It  is,  1  be- 
lieve, the  usual  order  that  our  employees,  it 
their  services  can  be  dispensed  with,  be  allowed 
a  holiday.  The  statute  law  conies  in  and  says 
that  they  shall  be  allowed  at  least  two  hours, 
but  of  course  from  the  remarks  1  first  made,  it 
will  be  seen  that  two  hours  would  be  practically 
a  denial  of  suffrage  to  most  of  out  employ  ees.  I 
know  myself  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  the  heads 
of  the  departments  so  arrange  this  matter  that 
the  city  work  goes  on,  and  no  employee  is  de- 
prived of  the  right  of  suffrage.  If  they  attempt 
to  fix  this  matter  up  with  an  amendment,  they 
may  practically  defeat  the  object  of  (he  order. 
We  have  voted  to  adjourn  for  two  weeks.  If  we 
tack  on  amendments  now,  they  may  go  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  on  Monday,  and  we  are  not 
sure  they  will  concur  in  any  amendment  we 
may  make.  If  they  should  disagree  with  us, 
then  the  State  election  intervenes  between  the 
next  meeting  and  the  meeting  of  the  Common 
Council,  and  there  we  are  with  our  heads  of  de- 
partments with  no  authority  under  the  law,  ex- 
cept such  as  the  statute  law  forces  upon  them  to 
guide  them  in  a  matter  of  this  kind.  I  think  the 
gentleman,  if  he  imagines  we  are  going  to  give 
everyone  full  holidays,  is  making  a  mistake, 
and  the  facts  will  not  bear  it  out. 

Mr.  Sanger— I  desire  to  withdraw  my  amend- 
ment. I  suppose  that,  after  the  remarks  that 
have  been  made,  it  is  desirab'e  under  the  cir- 
cumstances. 

Mr.  Fottler— I  felt,  of  course,  that  I  must 
accept  the  amendment, linasmuch  as  it  covered 
something  contained  in  the  statutes.  At  the 
same  time.  I  knew  my  order  was  very  broad 
and  covered  sufficient  time  to  allow  voters  of 


the  city  of  Boston  in  the  employ  of  the  city  to 
vote  on  these  two  days ;  and,  in  answer  to  th 
gentleman  from  Ward  7. 1  would  say  that  my 
substitute  is  even  broader  than  his  views  are  in 
respect  to  the  question,  because  he  says  all  per- 
sons whose  services  can  be  dispensed  with. 
Now,  I  claim  that  the  substitute  gives  all  per- 
sons employed  by  the  city  who  are  voters  suffi- 
cient time  to  vote. 

The  President— Does  the  gentleman  intro- 
duce the  substitute  as  it  was  originally'? 

Mr.  Fottler— Yes,  sir. 

The  President — The  Chair  recognizes  it  as 
such. 

Mr.  Dewey— I  trust  the  substitute  order  will 
prevail,  because  I  fail  to  see  any  necessity — 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that 
there  is  no  such  thing  in  order,  as  the  amend- 
ment is  withdrawn. 

The  President— The  gentleman  still  stated 
that  be  offered  the  substitute.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  11  withdrew  his,  so  that  the  question 
stands  on  the  original  substitute. 

Mr.  Dewey— I  do  not  see  any  necessity  for 
allowing  the  several  employees  of  the  city  a 
holiday  on  election  day,  but  on  the  other  hand 
I  think  that  all  necessities  will  be  met  by 
the  passage  of  the  substitute  order  offered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  10,  that  all  city  em- 
ployees be  allowed  a  sufficient  time  to  vote. 
That  order  will  go  to  the  heads  of  departments, 
who  will  use  their  discretion  in  allowing  city 
employees  a  sufficient  time,  and  practically  all 
the  time  that  is  necessary.  Where  a  man's 
duties  are  such  that  he  cannot  vote  within  an 
hour's  time,  more  or  less,  then  I  say  give  him 
just  so  much  time  as  is  needed,  but  no  more, and 
do  not  grant  a  holiday  in  order  to  enable  g  man 
to  cast  a  vote,  which  duty  might  require  but  a 
very  short  time. 

Mr.  Leary— I  hope  the  order  will  pass,  and  I 
don't  intend  to  have  anything  to  say  on  it  to- 
night. I  think  the  better  method  to  pursue  now 
would  be  to  move  the  previous  question  and 
call  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  by  so  doing  it 
will  put  every  one  on  record  as  forcibly  as  if 
they  stopped  here  talking  for  a  week.  1  now 
move  the  previous  question,  and  if  in  order  I 
call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Frost— I  hope  the  previous  question  will 
not  be  put,  for  I  think  we  ought  to  have  a  lew 
moments  to  discuss  the  subject.  It  is  a  question 
of  granting  a  holiday  to  ten  or  fifteen  thousand 
men,  and  I  don't  think  it  should  be  rushed 
through  in  a  moment.    The  extreme  cases  the 

§entleman  has  stated  might  require  a  full  day. 
iut  these  are  very  few.  We  have  four  precincts 
in  each  ward,  and  that  gives  but  a  short  dis- 
tance for  each  person  to  go  to  vote,  and  I  should 
say  most  assuredly  that  the  liberal  amendment 
will  amply  suffice  is  f  ar  as  grying  them  tunc  tr. 
vote  is  concerned.  I  hope  the  amendment  will 
prevail. 

Mr.  Fottler — lust  a  few  words  in  relation  to 
the  order  which  I  have  offered  as  a  substitute. 
[  want  the  members  of  this  Council  to  under- 
stand that  when  they  grant  the  employees  of 
the  city  a  whole  holiday  on  the  occasions  of  the 
State  and  municipal  elections  it  goes  out  into 
the  world  and  into  other  parts  of  the  city  and 
all  through  the  State,  and  creates  dissatisfaction 
among  the  employees  of  private  corporations 
and  private  firms.  Thev  will  say  that  they 
ought  to  have  the  same  opportunities  and  same 
privileges  as  the  employees  of  the  city.  Now  in 
my  opinion  the  employees  of  the  city,  if  they 
.i  n  granted  :i  sufficient  time  to  go  and  puss  their 
ballots,  would  be  perfectly  well  satisfied.  We  all 
know  that  when  dissatisfaction  occurs  in  corpo- 
rations where  they  employ  a  great  many 
people  it  only  makes  trouble  for  the  per- 
sons who  employ  them.  1  feel  myself  that 
I  here  are  members  of  this  Council  who  advocate 
the  idea  of  giving  laborers  and  employees  of  the 
city  holidays  on  election  time,  and  it  is  because 
they  really  believe  they  are  going  to  be  benefit- 
ed politically.  We  ought  to  have  Unit  question 
thrown  to  one  side  entirely.  They  would  get 
just  as  many  votes  exactly,  and  as  many  offices, 
and  be  jusl  as  well  satisfied,  and  (here  would  be 

more  harmony  throughout  the' city  if  they  did 
not  do  it. 

Mr.  Leary— I  want  to  say  one  word  in  reply 
to  what  the  gentleman  just  stated.  I  did  not 
think  10  minutes  ago  thai  I  would.  It  would  be 
very  well  for  private  corporations  to  do  what 
we  propose  to  do  now.  I  know  a  very  forcible 
illustration    in    South    ISoston,   in   the   Norway 
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Iron  Works,  where  they  have  had  employees 
come  between  12  and  1  to  the  polls,  and  have 
bulldozed  them  and  told  them  how  they  should 
vote,  and — 

Mr.  Atwood— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that 
the  previous  question  bemg  ordered,  debate  is 
not  allowed. 

The  President — The  previous  question  being 
ordered  there  is  10  minutes  for  debate  allowed, 
of  which  there  is  almost  five  minutes  left. 

Mr.  Leaky— As  far  as  helping  individuals  is 
concerned  I  don't  take  any  stock  in  that  at  all. 
I  don't  care  whether  a  city  man  stands  at  the 
polls  for  me  or  not,  and  I  don't  ask  any  individ- 
ual to  do  so,  but  in  regard  to  private  concerns  I 
have  already  stated  that  they  do  not  always 
have  a  right  of  suffrage.  I  know  what  I  am 
talking  about.  At  this  mill  in  South  Boston 
during  one  of  the  congressional  fights  they  had 
the  bosses  stand  at  the  polls  and  tell  the  em- 
ployees which  way  they  should  vote.  I  learned 
that  some  years  ago  before  I  came  to  the  Com- 
mon Council. 

Mr.  Whall- I  hope  the  previous  question  will 
not  be  ordered,  because  I  learned  from  the  min- 
utes last  year  that  an  order  was  passed  by  both 
branches  of  the  government,  aud  I  think  all  of 
us  can  subscribe  to  it,  and  if  I  had  the  chance  1 
would  offer  it  now  as  a  substitute,  because  I 
don't  fear  that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  would 
refuse  to  concur  in  the  passage  of  the  order. 
The  order  which  I  would  propose  is  this: 
Ordered,  that  the  heads  of  departments  be,  and 
they  hereby  are,  requested  to  allow  the  employ- 
ees in  their  departments  ample  time  to  vote 
without  loss  of  pay  at  the  coming  State  and  city 
elections. 

Mr.  Fottler — That  covers  the  very  ground 
and  spirit  of  my  own  substitute. 

Mr.  Ladd— It  seems  to  me  the  substitute  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  is  all  that  anybody 
can  ask  unless  as  has  been  hinted  at  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  13  it  is  proposed  to  put  all 
the  city  employees  into  the  working  traces  on 
election  day  for  electioneering  purposes.  I 
don't  think  the  city  ought  t  j  pay  them  for  any 
such  work.  Now  the  substitute  suggested  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  7,  it  seems  to  me — 

Mr.  Leary— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I  never 
stated  that  the  object  was  to  get  them  in  the 
working  traces.  While  the  gentleman  may  call 
me  a  criminal,  I  don't  want  him  to  be  adding  on 
to  it  that  I  am  a  liar,  every  few  moments. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  had  no  purpose  of  calling  the 
gentleman  a  liar  and  I  didn't  say  he  said  that 
they  were  going  to  get  them  a  holiday  on  that 
occasion  for  the  purpose  of  putting;  them  into  the 
working  traces.  But  he  intimated  it  by  the  state- 
ment that  he  made.  I  think  every  one  here  will 
be  satisfied  with  the  proposition  just  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  7,  if  it  could  be  in 
some  way  carried  through  by  voting  down  the 
present  proposition.  It  is  certainly  all  that  I 
would  wish. 

The  President — The  question  is  on  the  main 
question. 

Mi'.  Wilson— I  trust  the  main  question  will 
not  be  put,  because  I  believe  the  substitute  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  is  eminently  pro- 
per. I  think  it  is  the  most  proper  substitute 
that  we  have  had  here  tonight,  and  I  trust  that 
the  previous  question  will  be  withdrawn  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  13,  in  order  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  7  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  introduce  it. 

Mr.  Frost— I  hope  the  gentleman  will  with- 
draw his  request  for  the  previous  question,  and 
that  the  substitute  proposed  will  be  adopted, 
as  I  think  it  is  just  what  we  want  for  the 
occasion. 

The  President— The  time  for  debate  has  ex- 
pired. 

The  main  question  was  declared  not  ordered, 
and  the  question  came  on  the  amendment  of- 
fered by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10 ;  lost. 

The  President — The  question  is  on  giving 
the  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Dewey— I  doubt  the  last  vote  and  ask  for 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  President — The  question  is  on  giving  the 
order  a  second  reading  and  on  that  Mr.  Dewey 
calls  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Short — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order  that 
after  the  previous  question  has  been  voted  down 
is  not  the  motion  susceptible  to  amendment?  I 
think  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  wished  to 
offer  a  substitute  to  the  amendment. 

The  President— The  Chair  so  understood  the 


gentleman  when  he  had  the  floor,  but  he  made 
no  such  attempt. 

Mr.  Dewey— I  dqubt  the  last  vote  by  which 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10 
was  declared  not  carried. 

The  President— The  gentleman  was  too  late 
on  that  point,  and  the  Chair  understood  the  gen- 
tleman to  make  a  motion  to  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  giving  the  order  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  Dewey — I  think  if  you  will  ask  for  the 
reading  of  the  records  you  will  see  that  I 
doubted  the  last  vote  and  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  I  would  refer  to  the  records. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  say,  to  fa- 
cilitate business,  that  if  the  gentleman  desires 
to  amend  the  order  he  can  offer  any  amendment 
he  desires  on  the  passage  of  the  order  after  it  is 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading ; 
read  a  second  time,  and  the  question  came  on  its 
passage. 

The  President— Amendments  are  now  in  or- 
der. 

Mr.  Dewey  moved  to  substitute  the  follow- 
ing: 

Ordered,  That  all  persons  employed  by  the 
city,  who  are  voters,  be  allowed  a  sufficient 
time  to  vote  on  the  days  of  the  State  and  muni- 
cipal elections. 

The  question  was  on  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Leary— I  hope  the  substitute  will  not 
prevail.  We  have  a  matter  coming  from  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  in  proper  form,  and  it  is  a 
proper  order  to  pass,  as  I  consider  it,  represent- 
ing as  I  do  the  lalooring  element.  I  think  they 
earn  money  enough  for  the  city  to  get  a  holiday 
once  in  a  while,  and  I  hope  that  we  will  vote 
for  the  order  as  it  is,  the  amendment  being  not 
considered  at  all. 

The  President  —  The  question  is  on  Mr. 
Dewey's  amendment. 

A  vote  was  taken  on  the  amendment,  and  the 
President  declaring  himself  in  doubt,  a  rising 
vote  was  ordered. 

The  Council  stood  divided,  26  members  voting 
in  the  affirmative,  25  in  the  negative,  and  the 
amendment  was  declared  adopted. 

Mr.  Short — We  have  just  had  a  vote  on  the 
amendment,  and  I  cannot  see  in  this  order  corn- 
ing from  the  Board  of  Aldermen  any  provision 
giving  any  opportunity  to  those  whose  services 
cannot  be  dispensed  with  an  opportunity  to 
vote.  They  are  not  given  a  chance  to  vote,  ac- 
cording to  this  or'  er.  This  order  covers  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  the  city  employees,  giving  them 
a  holiday  on  both  election  days,  but  the  re- 
mainder have  no  chance  to  vote.  I  should  like 
some  provision  made  for  all  hands. 

Mr.  Leary  doubted  the  last  vote  and  called 
for  a  verification  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Several  members  addressed  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Wilson — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that 
business  having  intervened  between  the  decla- 
ration of  the  vote  and  the  doubting  of  the  vote 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  13  is 
not  in  order. 

The  President — The  point  of  order  is  not  well 
taken.  The  question  is  on  calling  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  Mr.  Leary's  doubting  the  last  vote. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  declared  ordered,  and 
the  question  came  on  adopting  Mr.  Fottler's 
amendment. 

Mr.  Wilson — For  the  information  of  the  Coun- 
cil I  move  the  substitute  be  read  for  informa- 
tion. 

The  clerk  read  the  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  rejected ;  yeas  23,  nays, 
32: 

Yeas— Atwood,  Burr.  Chamberlain,  Dewey 
Fisher,  Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost.  Ladd,  Lattimore, 
Lauten,  F.  Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison.  Norton, 
Perkins,  C  C.  Powers,  Richards,  Sanger,  Shaw, 
E.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Thayer,  Wilson— 23. 

Nays— Barry,  Carroll,  Cochran,  Coleman,  Con- 
nolly, Coyle,  Desmond,  Dolan^  Foss.  Gomez, 
Haggerty,  Harrington,  Hayes,  Keliher,  Kelley, 
Kennedy,  Learv.  Mahoney,  McEnanev,  McNary, 
J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Nunan,  O'Mealey, 
E.  J.  Powers,  Reilly,  Short,  Sundberg,  Teevens, 
Tracey,  Whall,  Whitinore— 32. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Blume,  Bowman,  Car- 
stensen,  Clark,  Davern,  Duggan,  Dunn.  J.  Gal- 
lagher, P.  J.  Gallagher,  Light,  McKenna.  J. 
Murphy,  Perry.  Snow,  J.  H.  Sullivan.  Tuttle, 
Webster— 17. 

The  original  order  was  declared  passed  in  con- 
currence. 
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Mr.  Sanger  doubted  the  vote,  and  called  for 
a  rising  vote. 

Mr.  Short— Before  that  vote  is  called  for,  if 
it  is  in  order  I  would  ask  for  information,  if  that 
order  is  passed,  that  it  would  imply  all  it  seems 
to  imply,  or  if  everyone  would  be  given  a  chance 
to  vote.  If  everyone  is  given  a  chance  to  vote,  I 
will  vote  for  the  order  cheerfully,  but  if  not,  I 
am  not  willing  to  do  so. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  say  that 
the  question  is  on  concurring  with  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  on  the  order  which  comes  from  them 
and  which  is  now  before  us. 

Mr.  Fottler— One  great  reason  for  my  offer- 
ing my  substitute  order  is  that  as  I  read  the 
order  coming  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen  it 
said  that  those  men  might  be  allowed  to  vote 
whose  services  might  be  dispensed  with.  My 
substitute  allows  all  to  vote  who  are  voters. 

Mr.  Whall— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

Mr.  Dewey — In  order  to  save  time  I  move  now 
that  a  vote  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  declared  ordered. 

Mr.  Short— May  I  offer  an  amendment  to  that 
order? 

The  President — No  amendment  is  in  order. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan — Do  I  understand  that  when 
an  order  has  been  sent  down  from  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  and  it  has  been  amended  and  the 
amendment  withdrawn,  the  order  cannot  be 
amended  again? 

The  President— Not  at  this  time,  as  the  Chair 
has  ordered  the  clerk  to  call  the  roll  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order. 

The  clerk  proceeded  to  call  the  roll. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  ask  of  the 
clerk  to  cease  calling  the  roll  and  state  that  he 
would  not  recognize  any  member  who  did  not 
vote  in  his  seat  on  the  question. 

The  clerk  proceeded  with  the  roll  and  when 
Mr.  Short's  name  was  reached  he  said :  If  this 
includes  the  provision  that  all  employees  in  the 
employ  of  the  city  shall  have  an  opportunity  to 
vote  I  will  vote  yes. 

The  order  was  passed;  yeas  36,  nays  19: 

Yeas — Barry,  Carroll.  Chamberlain,  Cochran, 
Coleman.  Connolly,  Coyle,  Desmond,  Dolan, 
Fisher,  Foss,  Gomez,  Haggerty,  Harrington, 
Hayes,  Keliher,  Kelley.  Kennedy,  Ladd,  Leary, 
Mahonev,  McEnaney,  MeNary,  J.  J.  Murphy, 
W.  h.  Murphv,  Nunan,  O'Mealey,  E.  J.  Powers, 
Keiliv.  Short.  J.  H.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teev- 
ens,  Tracy,  Whall,  Whitmore— 36. 

Nays— Atwood,  Burr,  Dewey,  Fottler,  Fowler, 
Frost,  Lattimore,  F.  Morison.  F.  R.  Morrison, 
Norton.  Perkins,  C.  C.  Powers,  Richards,  Sanger, 
Shaw,  E.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Thayer,  Wil- 
son—19. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Blume.  Bowman.  Car- 
stensen,  Clark,  Davern,  Duggan.  Dunn.  J.  Gal- 
lagher, P.  J.  Gallagher,  Lauten,  Light,  Mc- 
Kenna,  J.  Murphy,  Perry,  Snow,  Tuttle,  Web- 
ster—17. 

Mr.  Short  moved  to  reconsider. 

Mi-.  Sanger— I  suppose  the  vote  will  not  be  re- 
considered, but  I  desire  to  enter  my  feeble  pro- 
test against  the  course  this  Council  has  taken 
to  demoralize  the  market  of  laboring  men  in 
the  employ  of  the  city  by  this  one  vote. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that 
I  have  been  requested  to  announce  that  the 
lunch  is  now  ready,  and  that  is  a  privileged 
question  taking  precedence  of  everything  else. 
I  move  that  we  take  a  recess  of  20  minutes. 

The  President— Mr.  Sanger  of  Ward  11  has 
the  floor. 

Mr.  Sanger— I  simply  wish  to  say,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, that  if  we  take  the  action  we  propose  to 
take  tonight  we  will  form  a  very  bad  precedent 
for  years  to  come.  Last  year  the  vote  was  all 
right;  it  gave  the  city  employees  ample  time 
and  allowed  the  heads  of  departments  to  give 
city  employees  all  the  time  that  was  necessary 
to  vote.  But  the  only  effect  of  this  will  be  that 
the  city  laborers  will  have  a  holiday  which  we 
have  never  had  on  the  occasion  of  State  and 
city  elections,  and  I  think  it  is  done  so  that  the 
men  will  vote  for  the  election  of  members  of  the 
city  government  and  in  the  interest  of  members 
of  the  city  government  who  may  be  candidates 
for  State  offices,  whether  those  men  be  Republi- 
cans or  Democrats.  I  am  very  sorry  that  such 
a  course  should  be  adopted,  and  I  simply  wish. 
as  I  have  said,  to  enter  my  protest  against  it, 
hoping  that  the  matter  will  be  reconsidered. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  simply  would  say,  as  my  name 
was  recorded  in  favor  of  it,  that  it  was  not  for 
the  purpose  of  favoring  it.  that  I  voted  in  that 


way  because  I  am  not  in  favor  of  it,  but  am  en- 
tirely opposed  to  it.  I  believe  it  is  one  of  the 
worst  pieces  of  legislation  that  has  taken  place 
in  the  Common  Couneil  since  I  have  Deen 
here. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  voted  against  this  order 
because  1  believed  it  was  not  in  proper  form 
altogether  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  I 
think  anyone  reading  the  order,  unless  biased 
in  his  judgment,  will  acknowledge  that  fact. 
My  colleague  from  Ward  22  endeavored  to  in- 
troduce an  amendment,  and  before  endeavoring 
to  do  so  he  explained  clearly  that  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21 
was  an  amendment  which  would  be  of  benefit 
to  the  workingmen  of  the  city  of  Boston.  I  can 
see,  and  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  must  see 
also,  because  he  prepared  the  amendment  that 
was  ottered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21, 
that  it  was  a  perfectly  fair  order  and  covered 
everything  in  dispute.  It  was  entirely  plain.  I 
say  this  order  coming  from  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men was  not  plain,  and  I  consider  that  my  col- 
league gave  a  perfectly  fair  and  nice  explana- 
tion. Iheref ore  I  voted  against  this  order,  and 
I  trust  that  reconsideration  will  prevail  and  that 
the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  21  will  be  considered  by  the  Council,  and 
considered  favorably. 

Mr.  Short— For  this  reason  I  hope  reconsid- 
eration will  prevail ;  I  voted  hi  the  affirmative. 
When  I  argued  against  the  passage  of  this  order 
and  desired  to  put  in  a  proviso  that  all  be  given 
an  opportunity  to  vote,  I  did  so  for  this  reason. 
I  worked  for  one  corporation  three  years  and  for 
another  six  years,  and  notwithstanding  the 
statute  law,  I  did  not  get  a  chance  to  vote  with- 
out loss  of  time,  and  I  don't  believe  the  city  of 
Boston  can  demand,  under  the  existing  statute, 
the  same  privilege  we  can  obtain  by  passing  the 
order.  I  simply  want  to  give  all  the  employees 
in  the  employ  of  the  city  a  chance  to  vote ;  that 
is  all. 

Mr.  Whall— I  shall  vote  for  reconsideration 
because  I  think  that  in  our  sober  moments  we 
will  see  that  this  order  is  irregular  in  form,  and 
I  think  those  intended  to  be  benefited  by  this  or- 
der will  recognize  this  action  on  my  part  not  as 
opposition  to  them,  but  as  a  piece  of  decency 
and  common  sense.  The  order  is  wrong  in  the 
first  place.  The  order  proposes  that  we  shall 
direct  the  heads  of  departments  to  do  certain 
things.  It  says  all  employees  shall  have  a  holi- 
day without  loss  of  pay.  Now,  it  may  be  a 
question  whether  or  not  we  have  the  right  to 
order  directly  the  heads  of  departments  to  do 
that.  I  think  the  substitute  which  I  was  de- 
barred the  privilege  of  offering,  that  the  heads 
of  departments  be  and  hereby  are  requested  to 
allow  their  employees  ample  time  to  vote,  will 
cover  the  whole  bill.  It  is  possible  that  the 
head  of  some  department  may  say  that  a  cer- 
tain set  of  employees  are  indispensable,  and 
that  might  prevent  that  set  of  employees  from 
voting.  I  think  we  do  not  intend  to  proclaim  a 
holiday  on  both  these  occasions,  but  we  do  want 
to  give  our  employees  a  chance  to  vote,  and  we 
do  not  want  to  crowd  them  for  time  while  they 
are  voting. 

It  was  voted,  on  motion  of  Mr.  R.  Sullivan, 
at  11.25  that  the  Council  take  a  recess  of  20  min- 
utes for  lunch. 

Business  was  resumed  at  11.58. 

Mr.  Short— I  hope  the  last  vote  will  be  recon- 
sidered, for  this  reason:  I  have  no  doubt  that 
those  who  voted  in  the  afnrmatiye  did  so  with 
the  desire  to  do  justice  to  all  concerned,  and  if 
the  Council  votes  to  reconsider,  I  have  an 
amendment  I  desire  to  offer  after  the  vote  is  re- 
considered which  will  cover  the  whole  ground, 
and  I  trust  the  vote  will  be  reconsidered. 

Mr.  C.  C.  Powers— I  hope,  sir,  that  the  motion 
to  reconsider  will  prevail.  I  have  listened  to 
what  remarks  have  been  made  this  evening, 
and  there  has  not  been  a  single  reason  advanced 
by  any  individual  why  the  men  who  are  now  em- 
ployed by  the  city  of  Boston  should  have  a  holi- 
day on  those  two  days— the  city  election  and  the 
State  election.  No  man  who  has  any  business 
in  the  city  of  Boston  allows  his  employees  more, 
than  the  time  necessary  to  vote;  and  I  think, 
sir,  that  an  order  such  as  was  offered  by  Mr. 
Dewey  of  Ward  21  is  one  that  should  be  passed. 
It  is  more  fair,  equitable,  and  reasonable  that 
every  man  in  the  employ  of  the  city  of  Boston 
should  have  a  reasonable  time  to  go  to  the  polls 
and  vote,  but  no  more.  We  don't  have  a  gala 
day  or  a  holiday  on  that  occasion,  and  there  is 
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no  reason  why  the  city  should  allow  its  employ- 
ees a  holiday,  and  certainly  the  city  cannot  af- 
ford it.  I  hope  the  motion  to  reconsider  will 
prevail  so  that  a  substitute  order  or  amendment 
may  be  offered. 

Mr.  Leaky— I  hope  the  motion  to  reconsider 
will  prevail.  In  looking  over  this  matter  I  did 
notice  a  flaw  here  that!  didnot  pay  particular 
attention  to  before.  If  this  order  on  the  calen- 
dar should  read  in  this  way :  "Ordered,  that  we 
request  the  heads  of  departments  to  do  this," 
it  would  be  perfectly  proper  to  do  it.  Now 
about  allowing  the  laborers  a  holiday.  I 
arn  not  going  to  discuss  that.  I  am  sent 
here  by  a  district  which  I  represent 
honestly  when  I  speak  in  favor  of  this  matter, 
and  the  only  way  that  I  can  represent  them  is 
by  my  vote.  That  is  all  that  any  member  of  the 
Council  can  do,  and  I  hope  the  order  may  be  re- 
considered in  order  that  we  may  pass  it  and  send 
it  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  for  concurrent 
action. 

Mr.  Whttmore— I  hope  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider will  not  prevail,  for  this  reason.  As  to  the 
amendment  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  13,  I  think  he  will  agree  with  me  that  if 
the  matter  was  reconsidered  on  other  grounds  it 
might  be  well  to  tinker  this  order,  but  if  it  is 
not  reconsidered  on  other  grounds  it  is  best  not 
to  do  it,  because  it  will  be  best  to  pass  it.  Now 
it  seems  to  me  in  regard  to  the  motion  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  22,  that  the  matter 
stands  in  this  way:  If  we  allow  the  matter  to 
stand  as  we  have  passed  it,  concurring  with  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  we  are  all  right  in  the  main 
part  of  it.  Then  let  the  gentleman  introduce  an 
order  here  tonight  originating  in  the  Common 
Council,  stating  that  all  employees  not  covered 
by  the  previous  order  be  allowed  time  enough 
to  vote.  That  will  cover  the  few  cases  that  are 
not  covered  by  the  other  order,  and  if  by 
any  chance  there  was  any  failure  of  the 
Board  to  meet,  or  if  they  failed  for  any  reason 
to  act  on  it,  this  order  would  not  be  jeopardized. 
Now  I  would  suggest  to  him  that  it  is  per- 
fectly easy  and  feasible  to  carry  out  both  the 
objects  which  we  desire.  It  is  advisable  to  con- 
cur with  the  Board  of  Aldermen  just  as  they 
have  passed  this  order  and  thereby  we  shall 
take  care  of  99  out  of  100  cases.  Then  for  the 
other  1  per  cent  we  can  introduce  an  order  not 
as  an  amendment,  but  as  a  separate  order,  and 
and  if  by  any  chance  it  is  lost  in  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  the  main  order  will  not  be  lost.  It 
seems  to  me  that  we  had  better  make  sure  of 
the  99  per  cent  while  we  can  do  so,  rather  than 
run  any  risk  at  all  of  losing  that  part.  There- 
suit  will  be  exactly  the  same,  and  I  am  sure  the 
Council  will  be  willing  to  allow  the  introduction 
of  an  order  of  that  kind  because  certainly  the 
amendment  proposed  is  one  which  will  have  the 
assent  of  everybody  here ;  namely,  that  every 
person  who  is  employed  by  the  city  shall  be 
allowed  time  enough  to  vote.  That  is  the  effect 
of  the  amendment  which  he  would  propose.  I 
hope,  therefore,  that  instead  of  running  the 
risk  of  losing  this  whole  matter  by  any  disa- 
greement between  the  branches,  that  we  will 
accept  the  order  as  it  stands  and  allow  it  to 
pass,  and  then  take  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  22,  and  pass  it  as  a 
separate  order. 

Mr.  Short— I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  disagree 
with  my  colleague  from  Ward  12.  When  the 
order  as  it  comes  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
has  been  agreed  to  it  will  be  a  guarantee  that 
this  small  provision  which  has  been  added  will 
be  agreed  to  by  the  same  majority,  and  I  see  no 
reason  why  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  or  in  fact 
the  Common  Council,  should  refuse  to  agree  by 
a  unanimous  vote  to  that  proposition,  because 
it  gives  every  man,  Republican,  Democrat  or 
otherwise,  a  chance  to  vote,  and  every  man  who 
votes  against  that  votes  against  his  own  right  as 
a  citizen. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  agree  entirely  with  the  re- 
marks of  my  colleague  from  Ward  22,  and  I 
think  he  has  stated  the  case  as  clearly  as  any 
gentleman  in  the  Council  can.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  says  we  had  better  let  the  order 
as  it  stands  on  the  calendar  be  voted  on  tonight, 
and  desires  us  to  vote  on  it  favorably.  My  reason 
for  opposing  that,  and  perhaps  I  ought  to  apolo- 
gize and  state  my  reason  for  so  voting,  which  is 
this,  that  if  this  passes  tonight  the  substitutes 
and  the  order  which  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
22  wishes  to  be  introduced  will  not  be  passed  by 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  hi  my  opinion,  because 


we  would  have  concurred  with  the  order  coming 
from  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  If  we  receive  the 
order  introduced  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
22,  Mr.  Short,  after  this  order  has  been  passed  in 
concurrence,it  would  not  be  legal  and  would  not 
be  favored  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  I  think  it  is 
necessary  that  the  order  should  be  voted  down 
—that  is,  that  the  reconsideration  should  pre- 
vail, and  that  the  order  offered  by  my  friend 
from  Ward  22  should  pass,  as  that  will  not  only 
cover  his  entire  order  but  all  those  conditions 
practically  in  the  order  now  on  the  calendar.  I 
think  that  will  be  doing  the  best  thing  for  our- 
selves and  for  the  laboring  classes  out  there  if 
we  pass  upon  the  substitute  or  the  order  which 
will  be  introduced  by  Mr.  Short  and  vote  down 
the  order  on  the  calendar.  I  will  vote  for  re- 
consideration. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  shall  make  only  one  sugges- 
tion, and  it  is  this,  the  Board  of  Aldermen  con- 
sists only  of  12  persons,  and,  if  the  gentlemen  will 
remember,  there  have  been  a  number  of  labor 
orders  affecting  the  laboring  men  that  have 
failed  to  pass  the  Board  of  Aldermen  because 
the  vote  was  six  to  six.  I  am  afraid  if  this  mat- 
ter goes  back  with  the  rider  attached,  after  the 
discussion  that  it  has  had,  we  shall  be  likely  to 
have  the  Board  of  Aldermen  stand  six  to  six. 

Mr.  Fottler— I  hope  the  reconsideration  will 
prevail  and  that  the  substitute  order  will  then 
be  passed,  and  then  I  know  that  we  will  be  at 
the  end  of  the  road  at  which  I  started  the  order 
last  night  at  about  10  o'clock. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  declared  carried. 
Mr.  Whitmore  doubted  the  vote  and  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered,  and  the 
reconsideration  was  carried ;  yeas  26,  nays  22: 

Yeas — Atwood.  Burr,  Carroll,  Chamberlain, 
Dewey,  Fisher,  Fottler,  Fowler,  Ladd,  Latti- 
more,  Lauten,  Leary.  McNary,  F.  Morison,  F. 
R.  Morrison,  Norton,  C.  C.  Powers,  Richards, 
Sanger,  Shaw,  Short,  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sulli- 
van, R.  Sullivan,  Whall,  Wilson— 26. 

Nays— Cochran.  Coleman,  Connolly,  Dolan, 
Foss,  Gomez,  Haggerty,  Harrington,  Keliher, 
Kelley,  Kennedy,  Mahoney.  J.  J.  Murphy,  W. 
H.  Murphy,  Nunan.  O'Mealey,  E.  i.  Powers, 
Reilly.  Sundberg,  Teevens,  Tracy,  Whitmore — 
22. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Barry,  Blurne,  Bowman, 
Carstensen.  Clark,  Coyle,  Davern.  Desmond, 
Duggan.  Dunn,  Frost,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Galla- 
gher, Hayes.  Light,  McEnaney,  McKenna.  J. 
Murphy,  Perkins,  Perry,  Snow,  Thaver,  Tut- 
tle,  Webster— 24. 

Mr.  Short— I  offer  the  following  amendment 
to  order  No.  16 :  Add  to  16  on  the  calendar  the 
words  'and  that  all  who  are  entitled  to  vote  be 
allowed  ample  time  to  do  so." 

The  question  was  on  adopting  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Leary — I  wish  to  further  amend  by  in- 
serting the  words  after  that  "that  we  request 
the  heads  of  the  departments." 

The  clerk  read  the  order  as  amended. 

Mr.  Leary— At  this  time  I  would  offer  this 
order  as  a  substitute : 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  request 
the  heads  of  the  various  departments  of  the  city 
government  to  allow  all  employees  whose  ser- 
vices can  be  dispensed  with,  a  holiday,  without 
loss  of  pay,  on  the  days  of  the  State  and  muni- 
cipal elections,  and  that  all  employees  be  al- 
lowed ample  time  to  vote. 

The  President— Does  the  Chair  understand 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  22  to  accept  the 
amendment  of  the  geutleman  from  Ward  13? 

Mr.  Short  accepted  Mr.  Leary's  amendment, 
and  the  question  came  upon  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Dewey— I  move  to  strike  out  that  portion 
of  the  order  referring  to  the  holidays,  so  that 
the  order  will  read. 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  instruct  the  heads  of  the  various  de- 
partments to  allow  all  employees  of  the  city 
ample  time  for  voting,  without  loss  of  pay,  on 
the  day  of  the  coming  State  and  municipal  elec- 
tions. 

Mr.LEARY— I  hope  we  wi  11  not  adopt  the  substi- 
tute. The  substitute  does  not  contain  the  lan- 
guage this  order  contains.  If  the  gentleman, 
instead  of  saying  "ample  time  to  vote,"  will  say 
that  we  allow  those  whose  services  can  be  dis- 
pensed with  a  holiday,  I  will  agree  to  it. 

Mr.  Dewey— That  is  not  what  1  intend  to  do  at 
all.  What  I  intend  to  provide  for  by  this  amend- 
ment is  that  all  the  employees  of  the  city  shall 
have  ample  time  to  vote,  and  that  the  heads  of 
the  departments  be  given  full  power  and  discre- 
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tion  to  decide  what  time  is  necessary.  I  cannot 
see  that  anything  further  than  that  is  needed. 
No  man  will  lose  his  right  to  vote  if  his  right  de- 
pends on  the  passage  of  this  order  as  amended. 

Mr.  Whall-  1  hope  the  substitute  as  offered 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21  will  prevail.  I 
think  that  if  we  establish  a  holiday  upon  the 
days  of  the  State  and  city  elections,  we  are  es- 
tablishing a  bad  precedent.  I  say  this  simply 
because  I  am  an  extreme  paritisan.  I  do  not 
want  those  who  are  opposed  to  me  in  politics  to 
have  a  chance  to  say  the  Democratic  party  in 
the  city  government  gave  to  the  city  employees 
a  full  holiday  for  no  other  reason  than  that  they 
might  be  working  for  us  at  the  polls.  If  we  give 
a  full  holiday  to  those  city  employees  irre- 
spective of  whether  the  whole  day  is  neces- 
sary for  them  to  exercise  their  right  of  (fran- 
chise, our  opponents  undoubtedly  will,  in 
the  coming  municipal  campaign,  say  that 
our  only  object  in  giving  them  a  holiday- 
was  to  have  them  work  at  the  polls,  and 
I  want  to  sound  that  note  of  warning  now,  that 
if  we  do  not  want  such  a  charge  as  that  laid  at 
our  doors.  let  us  vote  now  for  the  substitute  as 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21.  The 
only  thing. that  we,  as  honest  men,  ought  to  de- 
sire in  these  premises  is  this,  that  our  city  em- 
ployees shall  have  the  right  to  vote,  and  that 
their  duties  to  the  city  shall  not  hamper  them 
in  the  exercise  of  that  right.  We  have  no  right, 
I  contend,  in  the  way  in  which  our  finances  are 
now  situated,  to  simply  donate  a  whole  day's 
pay  in  the  two  last  months  of  this  year 
to  our  employees.  They  do  not  want  it; 
nobody  wants  it,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  fail- 
policy  for  my  fellow-partisans  to  strive  to  pass 
such  an  order.  We  are  trying  to  be  decent,  and 
fair  in  this  thing  and  not  hold  a  position  of  an- 
tagonism to  the  city  employees.  I  am  not  op- 
posed to  them,  but  I  am  opposed  to  election  bun- 
kum and  nonsense.  I  believe  all  we  are  called 
upon  in  the  premises  to  do  is  to  give  these  men 
a  chance  to  vote.  I  believed  so  from  the  start. 
I  believe  so  now,  and  I  think  if  we  give  every 
man  a  chance  to  vote  that  is  all  that  is  neces- 
sary. If  he  is  out  in  Natick  and  it  takes  a  whole 
day  for  him  to  exercise  his  franchise,  give  him  a 
whole  day.  If  his  polling  place  is  within  a 
couple  of  hours  of  his  place  of  business  let  him 
take  the  necessary  time  to  exercise  his  fran- 
chise, but  do  not  let  us,  under  the  pretext  of 
giving  the  right  to  vote  to  these  men,  furnish 
our  adversaries  with  a  weapon  which  they  will 
use  against  us  and  which  they  will  be  foolish  if 
they  do  not  use  against  us.  The  charge  will  be 
made  against  us  that  we  have  given  them  a  hol- 
iday cm  election  day  lor  no  other  purpose  than 
to  have  the  men  work  for  us  at  the  polls.  I' 
know  we  do  not  want  them  at  the  polls,  and  I 
do  not  think  we  can  afford  to  have  that  charge, 
brought  against  us. 

Mr.  Leary— As  far  as  the  charge  of  our  oppo- 
nents is  concerned,  I  don't  care  a  particle  for 
that.  In  fact,  I  hope  our  opponents  will  charge 
us  with  giving  the  laboring  people  everything 
we  do  give  them,  and  it  willhetoour  advantage. 
I  claimed  before  and  I  claim  now  that  the  city 
of  Boston  can  afford  to  do  these  things.  I  know 
that  the  pay  of  our  employees  is  looked  upon  by 
some,  as  I  have  stated,  in  the  light  of  charity. 
We  assume  that  the  laboring  men  of  Boston  are 
not  hired  as  a  matter  of  charity,  but  they  re- 
ceive small  pay  for  the  work  they  perform  for 
the  city.  I  claim  that  we  make  a  good  profit  on 
their  labor,  and  a  holiday  on  election  day  is  not 
too  much  to  grant.  The  fact  is  thai  some  mem- 
bers here  feel  that  the  laborers  are  simply  paid 
in  the  light  of  charity  and  do  not  earn  money 
for  the  city  of  Boston  at  all.  But  I  take  a  dif- 
ferent view.  I  think  they  do  earn  money  for 
the  city  of  Boston,  and  I  think  that  granting 
them  a  holiday  on  election  day  is  a  move  in  the 
right  direction.  I  have  no  doubt  that  they  ought 
to  have  a  holiday,  and  I  have  no  doubt  next  year 
that  it  will  be  a  holiday  throughout  the  State. 

Mr.  Shoh.t— I  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
Council  to  this  fact,  that  yon  have  once  passed 
this  order  which  you  are  now  discussing.  The 
discussion  is  not  upon  the  amendment  practi- 
cally. I  will  state  that  I  have  merely  desired  to 
attach  to  this  order  a  guarantee  that  every  man 
may  have  a  chance  to  vote.  Now,  when  this 
amendment  has  been  attached  once,  and  I  be- 
lieve it  has  been  attached,  1  can  vote  for  it  in 
that  way,  and  I  trust  that  the  order  will  pass 
with  the  amendment  attached  to  it. 

Mr.  F.  R.  Morrison— I  think  that  we  have  dis- 


cussed this  matter  long  enough.  I  don't  think 
we  can  agree  on  it  if  we  talk  from  now  until 
noon.    I  move  that  we  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Although  it  is  a  little  con- 
trary to  parliamentary  rule  to  discuss  the 
motion  to  adjourn— 

Mr.  F.  R.  Morrison— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
I  moved  to  adjourn,  and  no  debate  is  in  order  on 
that  motion. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  was  not  going  to  debs  te  it, 
and  if  the  gentleman  had  waited  a  moment  he 
would  have  found  that  I  was  going  to  move  to 
suspend  the  rule  preventing  debate  on  the 
question  of  adjournment,  in  order  that  I  might 
make  one  statement  as  to  the  effect  of  it.  That 
is  the  motion  I  now  make.  I  move  to  suspend 
the  rule  by  which  no  debate  is  allowed  on  the 
motion  to  adjourn. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost,  and  the  ques- 
tion came  on  the  adoption  of  the  substitute 
offered  by  Mr.  Dewey. 

Mr.  F.  R.  Moirisou  and  Mr.  Whitmore  arose 
and  addressed  the  president. 

Mr.  F.  R.  Morrison— I  doubt  the  vote,  and  call 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Whitmore— As  a  matter  of  fact  I  will 
leave  it  to  the  conscience  of  the  president 
whether  I  did  not  rise  before  the  gentleman  did. 

Mr.  Short — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

The  President— The  vote  is  doubted.  All  in 
favor  of  ordering  the  yeas  and  nays — 

Mr.  Short — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that  one- 
fifth  of  the  members  present  do  not  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  President— The  gentleman  doubts  the 
vote  and  calls  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  ordering  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  roll  call  was  declared  not  ordered. 

Mr.  F.  R.  Morrison— I  doubt  the  vote. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Council  to  the  position  we  are  left  in  if  we 
adjourn.  It  would  go  over  two  weeks  and  we 
would  lose  the  whole  thing.  In  regard  to  the 
question  raised  by  the  gentlemen  from  Ward  7 
I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  13 
wholly  that  it  is  useless  for  us  to  speculate  upon 
what  campaign  lies  will  be  made,  because  they 
will  not  influence  the  vote'of  our  friends,  and 
they  cannot  intensify  the  enmity  of  those  op- 
posed to  us.  But,  sir,  I  agree  also  with  what  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  22  has  said,  that  the  pro- 
posed alteration  will  send  us  back  to  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  antagonizing  the  vote  that  has 
been  passed  there.  I  will  not  for  my  part  pre- 
tend to  put  any  meaning  on  the  words  "allow- 
ing a  holiday."  Whatever  it  may  be  necessary 
to  do  under  this  order  let  the  proper  persons 
hereafter  settle.  But  if  we  alter  the  phraseology 
of  this  order  not  only  in  regard  to  persons  whose 
services  are  mdispensable,let  us  alter  itbymak- 
ing  it  a  request,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  13 
proposes.  We  have  not  gone,  however,  so  far 
as  Ave  should  have  if  we  undertook  to  strike  out 
the  word  holiday  and  thereby  put  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  in  the  position  of  having  granted 
something  which  they  should  not.  have  granted. 
I  entirely  agree  with  my  friend  from  Ward  13, 
Mr.  Leary,  m  what  he  has  said  in  regard  to  the 
matter  of  granting  even  a  whole  day  if  neces- 
sary to  the  employees  of  the  city  government 
whose  services  can  be  dispensed  with,  for  this 
reason.  All  these  matters  which  relate  to  elec- 
tion and  election  days  are  influenced  not  by  any 
abstract  considerations,  but  by  very  practical 
ones  and,  sir,  if  it  be  wrong  for  the  city 
of  Boston  to  allow  men  whose  services 
can  be  dispensed  with  for  a  whole  day 
a  part,  of  that  day.  I  want  the  Council  to 
remember  that  for  political  reasons  solely 
the  Legislature,  saw  fit  to  say  to  the  liquor 
dealers  of  the  State  that  they  should  close  dur- 
ing the  whole  of  election  day.  Not  only,  as 
would  have  been  proper,  during  the  time  the 
polls  were  open,  but  all  the  rest  of  the  after- 
noon and  evening  after  sundown.  Now  there 
was  injustice  done  to  people  who  had  paid  their 
tax  and  paid  tor  their  license.  I  entirely  agree 
with  the  first  principle  that  all  the  liquor  stores 
should  he  closed  during  the  time  that  the  polls 
are  open,  but  when  the  unfairness  was  pointed 
out  that  the  saloons  were  closed  even  after  the 
closing  of  the  polls,  and  kept  closed  during  the 
whole  afternoon  and  evening  from  sundown, 
when  they  had  paid  tor  their  licenses,  it  showed 
that  they  were  simply  prevented  from  keeping 
open  by  the  enactment  of  a  statute  which  was 
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made  merely  for  political  reasons  as  a  sop  to  the 
Prohibitionists.  There  was  no  right  and  no  rea- 
son in  it.  Now,  I  say  I  propose  to  stand  exactly 
in  such  a  way  that  such  alterations  will  not  be 
imposed  upon  ns  except  such  as  will  secure  the 
consent  of  seven  members  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, and  I  beliex  e  that  if  we  are  going  to  tinker 
this  a  little  more  we  will  weaken  it,  and  it 
will  be  defeated  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
by  a  tie  vote,  and  will  be  killed  until  after  elec- 
tion. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  agree  entirely  with  what 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  says.  I  think  he 
gave  a  very  clear  exposition  of  the  case.  I  think 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  has  stated  exactly 
such  points  as  we  should  consider  as  mem  bers 
of  the  Common  Council.  It  appears  that  this 
order  originated  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  from 
the  idea  that  certain  employees  had  not  a  proper 
length  of  time  to  go  to  the  polls  to  vote,  and 
that  probably  was  the  origin  of  the  idea  of  in- 
troducing the  order.  Now  as  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  has  said,  if  they  have  ample  time  to 
vote  and  it  was  found  necessary  that  they  should 
have  ample  time  to  vote  in  order  to  exercise 
their  franchise,  then  they  themselves,  or  we,  sup- 
posing ourselves  in  their  position,  would  only 
ask  for  that  time  to  vote.  The  gentleman  from . 
Ward  7  has  stated  in  regard  to  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  21  that  if  a  man  works 
in  Natick  in  the  employ  of  the  city  of  Boston,  or 
further  out.or  wherever  he  works, he  should  have 
ample  time  to  vote ;  that  is  to  say,  wherever  he 
is  every  man  should  be  given  by  the  head  of  his 
department  sufficient  time  to  cast  his  vote  on 
that  day.  In  regard  also  to  some  other  things 
which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  has  stated, 
and  which  I  must  say  I  conscientiously  believe. 
It  will  not  be  a  benefit  to  make  such  a  propo- 
sition to  the  working  men  in  the  employ  of  the 
city  of  Boston  that  they  shall  have  a  holiday 
according  to  the  desire  or  opinion  of  the  head  of 
a  department,  because  it  may  happen  at  times, 
as  we  know  it  happens  in  the  course  of  our  lives 
in  our  own  small  circle,  that  there  may  be  cer- 
tain men  in  the  employ  of  one  department  who 
are  in  special  friendship  with  the  head  of  that 
department,  and  the  consequence  may  be  that 
the  head  of  the  department  would  give 
an  entire  holiday  to  certain  men  and  to 
other  men  in  the  department  would  only 
give  such  time  as  was  necessary  to  vote. 
The  consequence  of  that  is  that  men  will  say 
that  the  giving  of  an  entire  holiday  will  proba- 
bly create  a  feeling  among  those  whose  services 
connot  he  dispensed  with.  For  instance.  I  am 
working  in  a  department ;  an  overseer  sees  fit  to 
grant  me  two  hours,  and  he  grants  other  men  in 
the  department  an  entire  holiday.  The  conse- 
quence is  there  is  great  difficulty  arising  in  the 
department  because  some  men  will  get  a  holi- 
day and  others  cannot  do  so,  and  that  is  the  or- 
der as  it  stands  on  the  calendar,  and  it  is  the 
order  that  I  will  vote  in  opposition  to.  I  think 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21 
is  the  amendment  which  is  fair  to  every  man  in 
the  employ  of  the  city.  If  we  are  to  give  a  holi- 
day on  election  day  iet  it  be  a  legal  holiday  for 
everybody.  I  think  that  sufficient  facts  have 
been  produced  to  show  clearly  that  any  man  de- 
siring the  true  benefit  of  the  laboring  men  of  the 
city  of  Boston  will  vote  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lattimore  it  was  voted  that 
debate  be  now  closed. 

The  substitute  offered  by  Mr.  Dewey  was  de- 
clared lost. 

Mr.  Dewey  doubted  the  vote  and  called  for  a 
rising  vote. 

Mr.  Whall  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered,  and  the  clerk  commenced  calling 
the  roll. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Will  the  Chair  have  the 
kindness  to  have  the  motion  stated  plainly. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  the  adop- 
tion of  the  substitute  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  21. 

The  substitute  was  rejected ;  yeas  21,  nays  29 : 

Yeas — Atwood.  Burr,  Chamberlain,  Dewey, 
Fisher,  Fottler.  Fowler,  Ladd,  Lattimore,  Lau- 
ten.  F.  Morison,  F.  E.  Morrison,  Norton,  C.  C. 
Powers,  Reilly,  Sanger,  Shaw,  E.  Sullivan,  R. 
Sulivan,  Whall,  Wilson— 21. 

Nays — Carroll,  Cochran,  Coleman.  Connolly, 
Desmond.  Dolan,  Foss,  Gomez,  Haggerty,  Har- 
rington, Hayes,  Keliher,  Kelley.  Kennedy, 
Leary,  Mahoney,  McEnaney,  McNary,  W.  H. 
Murphy,  Nunan,  O'Mealey,  E.  J.  Powers,  Rich- 


ards,   Short,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevens, 
Tracy,  Whitmore— 29. 

Absent  or  not  voting —  Barry,  Blume,  Bow- 
man, Carstensen,  Clark,  Coyle,  Davern,  Dug- 
gan,  Dunn,  Frost,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher, 
Light,  McKenna.  J.  Murphy,  J.  J.  Murphy, 
Perkins,  Perry.  Snow,  Thayer,  Tuttle,  Webster 
—22. 

The  question  came  upon  the  adoption  of  the 
substitute  offered  by  Mr.  Leary. 

Mr.  Leary  withdrew  the  substitute,  and  the 
question  came  upon  the  substitute  offered  by 
Mi'.  Short. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson  the  main  question 
was  ordered,  and  the  question  came  upon  the 
substitute  offered  by  Mr.  Short. 

Mr.  Gomez— I  hope  this  amendment  will  not 
prevail,  and  I  trust- 
Mr.  Whall— I  raise  the  point  or  order  that  the 
previous  question  has  been  ordered. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken.  The  question  is  on  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment.    . 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  question 

came  upon  the  passage  of  the  order  as  amended. 

Mr.    Whitmore    doubted  the    vote   on  the 

amendment,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 

which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Whall — I  would  ask  for  information, 
what  is  the  precise  motion? 

The  President— The  question  is  on  the  adop- 
tion of  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  22,  Mr.  Short,  adding  the  words 
that  all  who  are  entitled  to  vote  be  allowed 
ample  time  to  do  so.  Gentlemen  will  take  their 
seats  and  the  Chair  will  ask  the  messenger  to 
close  both  doors. 

Mr.  Leary— I   rise   for   information.     If   we 
adopt  this  amendment  it  has  to  go  back  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  for  concurrence. 
The  President— It  has. 

Mr.  Short— I  would  simply  state  that  this 
matter  comes  from  the  Board  by  a  unanimous 
vote.  This  isn't  asking  anything  from  them  but 
what  they  passed. 
The  President— The  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 
Mr.  Burr — I  believe  there  is  not  a  quorum 
present. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  gentleman's  interruption  is  entirely  unpar- 
liamentary and  uncalled  for. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 
The  amendment  was  rejected ;  yeas  8,  navs  33 : 
Yeas— Carroll,  Chamberlain.    Dolan,    Lauten, 
McNary,    Short,  R.  Sullivan.  Whall— 8. 

Nays— Atwood.  Burr.  Cochran,  Coleman,  Con- 
nolly, Dewey,  Fisher,  Foss,  Gomez.  Haggerty, 
Harrington.  Hayes,  Keiiher,  Kelley.  Kennedy, 
Lattimore,  Leary,  Mahoney,  McEnaney,  J.  J. 
Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Norton.  Nunan. 
O'Mealey.  C.  C.  Powers,  E.  J.  Powers,  Reilly, 
Shaw,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  Sundberg.  Teevens,  Tracy, 
Whitmore— 33. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Barry,  Blume,  Bowman, 
Carstensen,  Clark.  Coyle.  Davern,  Desmond. 
Duggan,  Dunn,  Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost,  J.  Galla- 
gher, P.  J.  Gallagher,  Ladd.  Light,  McKenna, 
F.  Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  Murphy,  Perkins, 
Perry,  Richards,  Sanger,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan, 
Thaver.  Tuttle.  AVebster,  Wilson— 31. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order  that  a 
quorum  is  not  present. 

Mr.  Whall— I  desire  to  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  41  members  have  responded  to  their 
names. 

The  President— A  quorum  appears  to  be  pres- 
ent. The  question  is  on  the  passage  of  the  order 
as  it  comes  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Whitmore— On  that  motion  I  think  we 
have  had  enough  to  say,  and  I  move  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  Dewey— Although  the  Council  has  not 
seen  fit  to  accept  the  amendment  which  I  of- 
fered, in  case  the  previous  question  shall  not  be 
ordered,  I  shall  then  offer  an  amendment  that 
the  order  he  amended  by  inserting  the  word 
"half"  before  "holiday,"  so  that — 

The  President— The  Chair  would  ask  the 
gentleman  to  reduce  his  motion  to  writing. 

Mr.  Whall— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  previous  question  having  been  ordered  no 
amendment  is  in  order. 

Mr.  Dewey— The  gentleman  from  Ward  12  has 
made  a  motion  that  the  previous  question  should 
be  ordered.  Now  I  am  giving  reasons  why  I 
trust  the  previous  question  will  not  be  ordered, 
because  in  case  the  previous  question  is  refused 
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I  shall  then  wish  to  offer  an  amendment  so  that 
the  order  may  read  that  the  city  employees 
■whose  services  can  be  dispensed  with  be  allowed 
a  half  holiday  on  the  days  of  the  State  and  muni- 
cipal elections.  Therefore  I  trust  the  main  ques- 
tion will  not  be  ordered. 

The  main  question  was  ordered  and  the  order 
was  passed  in  concurrence. 
Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider. 
Mr.  Dewey  doubted  the  vote  on  the  passage  of 
the  order,  and  asked  for  a  verification  by  yeas 
and  nays. 
The  roll-call  was  declared  ordered. 
Mr.  Whitmore  doubted  the  vote. 
The  President— The  question  is  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order,  and  the  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 
Mr.  Whitmore— I  doubt  as  to  there  being  a 
one-fifth  vote  ordering  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  I 
ask  that  it  be  verified  by  a  standing  vote. 
Mr.  Laud— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order — 
Mr.  Leary— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order- 
Mr.  Ladd— I  rise  to  a  point  or  order,  that  the 
gentleman's  doubt  was  too  late,  as  the  president 
had  directed  the  clerk  to  call  the'  roll. 

The  President — The  Chair,  to  be  fair  in  the 
matter,  will  state  that  he  did,  but  Mr.  Whit- 
more had  the  floor  about  as  quick  as  I  did,  and, 
to  be  fair  in  the  matter,  I  gave  the  gentleman 
that  privilege.    As  many  as  are  in  favor  of  or- 


dering the  yeas  and  nays  will  stand  until 
counted. 

Twelve  members  voted  in  the  affirmative,  and 
Mr.  Whitmore  withdrew  the  doubt. 

Mr.  Short— I  would  explain  the  fact  that  my 
whole  desire  in  this  matter  has  been  that  all 
employees  should  be  allowed  ample  time  to 
vote,  and  I  will  now  vote  for  the  original  order. 

The  original  order  was  passed  in  concurrence ; 
yeas  34,  nays  13 : 

Yeas— Barry,  Carroll,  Chamberlain,  Cochran, 
Coleman,  Connolly,  Desmond,  Dolan,  Foss, 
Gomez,  Haggerty,  Harrington,  Hayes,  Keliher, 
Kelley,  Kennedy,  Leary.  Mahoney,  McEnaney, 
McNary,  J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Nunan, 
O'Mealey,  E.  J.  Powers,  Reilly,  Short.  J.  H.  Sul- 
livan, R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevens,  Tracy, 
Whall,  Whitmore— 34. 

Nays— Atwood,  Burr,  Dewey,  Fisher,  Fowler, 
Ladd,  Lattimore,  Lauten,  F.  R.  Morrison,  Nor- 
ton, C.  C.  Powers,  E.  Sullivan,  Wilson— 13. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Blume,  Bowman,  Car- 
stensen,  Clark,  Covle,  Davern,  Duggan,  Dunn, 
Fottler,  Frost,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher, 
Light,  McKenna,  F.  Morison,  J.  Murphy,  Per- 
kins, Perry,  Richards,  Sanger,  Shaw,  Snow, 
Thayer,  Tuttle,  Webster— 25. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gomez,  at  12.52 
'  AM. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Monday,  Oct.  31, 1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
4  P.M.,  Aid.  Donovan,  chairman,  presiding,  and 
all  the  memhers  present. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Lee,  the  reading  of  the 
record  of  the  last  meeting  was  dispensed  with. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  as  follows: 

Thirty-six  travers  for  the  Superior  Court,  first 
session,  October  sitting. 

Thirty-six  travers  for  the  Superior  Court,  sec- 
ond session,  October  sitting. 

HEARING    AT  4  O'CLOCK    ON    ORDER  OF  NOTICE. 

L.  On  petition  of  Pearson  Cordage  Company, 
for  license  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  engine 
of  75-horse  power  at  rear  of  Norfolk  avenue, 
near  Magazine  street.  Ward  20. 

No  objection.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Steam  Engines. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE  ON  PETITIONS. 

Upon  the  following  petitions,  viz. : 

Wright  &  Leach,  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary 
steam  engine  of  one-half  horse  power  at  175, 
B,  Tremont  street. 

Charles  H.  Baker,  to  erect  and  use  a  station- 
ary steam  engine  of  seven-horse  power  at  36-40 
Sudbury  street. 

Fred  W.  Ross,  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary 
steam  engine  of  20-horse  power  at  S  and  10  Hun- 
neman  street. 

Orders  of  notice  were  passed  for  hearings 
thereon  on  Monday,  Nov.  21st  inst.  at  4  P.M. 

On  the  petition  of  Timothy  Connolly,  to  pro- 
ject a  bay  window  from  building  corner  Wash- 
ington and  Windsor  streets,  an  order  of  notice 
was  passed  for  a  hearing  thereon  on  Monday, 
Nov.  14th  inst.  at  4  P.M. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Health— D.  J.  Sew- 
all  and  others,  for  a  public  hearing  on  the  mat- 
ter of  abating  a  nuisanee  on  the  lowlands  at 
Harrison  Square  and  near  Commercial  street, 
Dorchester. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  (Aid.)— Petitions 
for  leave  to  occupy  buildings  for  stables,  as  fol- 
ows: 

Charles  T.  Nowell,  proposed  wooden,  two 
norses.  Gleason  street,  Ward  24. 

Oakes  A.  Drinkwater,  proposed  wooden,  one 
horse,  Brighton  avenue,  Allston,  Ward  25. 

French  &  Co.,  proposed  wooden  and  brick,  20 
horses,  Athens  street,  near  corner  B,  Ward  13. 

F.  S.  Parsons.  M.D.,  proposed  wooden,  one 
horse,  rear  1438  Dorchester  avenue,  Ward  24. 

Niles  Bros.,  old  wooden  and  iron,  10  horses, 
Rutherford  avenue,  near  Essex  street,  Ward  4. 

Sarah  J.  Plummer,  proposed  wooden,  two 
horses,  River  street,  near  Stoughton  School- 
house,  Ward  24. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps— Thomas  O'Con- 
nel.  for  public  lamps  rear  of  3  Baldwin  street, 
Ward  13. 

Mrs.  Kelley  and  others,  for  public  lamps  on 
Cornwall  street,  Ward  23. 

John  H.  Lee  and  others,  for  public  lamps  on 
Sinclair  place.  Ward  25. 

W.  D.  vinal  and  others, for  an  electric  light  on 
West  Chester  Park. 

George  W.  Curtis  and  others,  for  electric  lights 
on  Howard  avenue  and  vicinity. 

James  L.  Walsh  and  others,  for  an  electric 
light  in  the  vicinity  of  223  Border  street.  East 
Boston. 

To  the  Committee  071  Police  (.Aid.)— Patrick  A. 
Rogers,  tor  compensation  for  fowls  killed  by 
dogs. 

Thomas  Knapp,  for  compensation  for  fowls 
killed  by  dogs. 

W.  A.  Newton,  for  compensation  for  loss  of 
fowls  killed  by  a  dog. 

Sybil  W,  Weld,  for  compensation  for  the  loss 
of  fowls  killed  by  unknown  dogs. 

Frank  B.  Banks,  for  compensation  for  fowls 
killed  by  dogs. 


Pereg  P.  Nichols,  for  compensation  for  fowls 
killed  by  dogs. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  engines,  etc.— 
Petitions  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  steam 
boilers  for  heating  purposes  as  follows. 

Bunker  Hill  Cyclorama  Asssociation,  43-horse 
power,  Tremont  street,  corner  Chandler  street. 

James  Dooling,  six-horse  power,  1490  Washing- 
ton street. 

James  T.  Eldredge  and  others,  38-horse  power, 
239-243  Tremont  street. 

F.  W.  Webster.  20-horse  power,  Dudley  street, 
near  N.  Y.  &  N.  E.  Railroad. 

Mrs.  E.  J.  F.  Gertz,  10-horse  power,  32  Appleton 
street. 

City  of  Boston,  15-horse  power,1  Bailey  street, 
near  Dorchester  avenue. 

Carter.  Rice  &  Co..  26-horse  power,  rear  of  240- 
246  Devonshire  street. 

Patrick  Meehan,  10-horse  power,  Washington 
street,  corner  Greene  street,  W.  R. 

Bay  State  Trust  Company,  15-horse  power,  87 
Boylston  street. 

East  Boston  Savings  Bank,  15-horse  power,  16 
Maverick  square. 

W.  H.  Emmonds,  trustee,  18-horse  power,  35 
Temple  place. 

City  of  Boston,  33-horse  power,  Tennyson 
street,  Stan1  King  School. 

James  R.  Daley,  seven-horse  power,  Kensing- 
ton street,  near  Bainbridge  street. 

Mrs.  E.  S.  Eldredge,  10-horse  power,  28  Beacon 

City  of  Boston,  20-horse  power,  Boylston-street 
Police  Station. 

Thomas  R.  White,  10-horse  power,  287,  289,  291, 
293  West  Chester  Park. 

A.  S.  Whitman,  seven-horse  power,  Union 
Park 

H.  A.  Whitney,  15-horse  power,  453  Beacon 
street. 

City  of  Boston,  20-horse  power,  Harvard  street 
(Charlestowii  District),  Harvard  School. 

Francis  Hathaway,  11-horse  power,  560-570 
Atlantic  avenue. 

William  T.  Eaton,  20-horse  power,  Emerson 
street,  near  M  street. 

Isaac  B.  Rich,  25-horse  power,  24-38  Howard 
street. 

Nathan  Tufts,  20-horse  power,  Front  street, 
near  Mason  street. 

T.  E.  Wilber.  6-horse  power,  Crawford  street, 
corner  Humboldt  avenue. 

Henry  J.  Seiler,  10-horse  power,  2150  Washing- 
ton street. 

Sarah  W.  Storey,  6-horse  power,  271  North  Bea- 
con street. 

E.  B.  Horn.  18-horse  power,  270  West  Newton 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving— Arthur  H.  Vi- 
nal, city  architect,  for  permission  to  put  an  iron 
grating  in  sidewalk  in  front  of  Engine  House 
No.  6.  on  Leverett  street, 

Webster  Teleston  and  others,  for  a  plank  walk 
on  Adams  street,  Ward  24. 

H.  W.  Miller,  for  leave  to  lay  a  pipe  across 
Howard  street. 

Estate  William  B.  Spooner,  by  F.  A.  Whitwell 
and  others,  for  leave  to  construct  a  narrow  pas- 
sageway under  and  across  Leather  square,  from 
94  Federal  street  to  8  Leather  square. 

Thomas  Grimes,  for  edgestones  and  brick  side- 
walk corner  Q  and  First  streets. 

Petitions  for  edgestones : 

O.  H.  Drisko  &  Son,  226  Huntington  street. 

Albert  T.  Sinclair,  37  North  Beacon  street. 

Albert  T.  Sinclair,  45  and  47  North  Beacon 
street. 

Petitions  for  brick  sidewalks : 

N.  S.  Lawrence,  98  and  100  Roxbury  street. 

Margaret  Murphy,  301  East  Eagle  street. 

A.  H.  Caton.  459  and  461  Beacon  street. 

John  L.  Gardner,  on  Tremont  and  Ferdinand 
streets. 

John  Casey,  545  and  547  Third  street. 

William  Mackey,  549  Third  street. 

John  C.  Gilbert  and  others,  for  edgestones, 
paved  gutters,  brick  sidewalks  and  a  crosswalk 
in  Sarsfield  street,  and  that  said  street  be  mac- 
adamized. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers— James  H.  Gal- 
lagher, for  abatement  of  sewer  assessment  on 
his  estate  on  Rogers  street. 

Arthur  E.  Cafflin,  for  abatement  of  sewer  as- 
sessment against  estate  on  Lincoln  street.  Ward 
25. 

Heirs  Samuel  May,  for  abatement  sewer  as- 
sessment against  estate  35  Doane  street. 
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Charles  W.  Sanderson,  for  abatement  of  a 
sewer  assessment  against  his  estate  on  a  private 
way  off  School  street,  Ward  25. 

To  the  Committee  on  Electric  Wires— Eliza- 
beth B.  Hayden  and  others,  for  the  removal  of 
the  police  signal  box  at  the  corner  of  Clarendon 
and  Beacon  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department  (Aid.) 
— John  B.  Simpson,  for  a  license  to  store  and 
keep  for  sale  oils  composed  wholly  or  in  part  of 
the  products  of  petroleum  at  2  Emerson  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses — Henry  Nor- 
man, for  leave  to  exhibit  Margaret  Blanchard, 
four  years  old,  and  weighing  136  pounds,  for  six 
days,  commencing  Nov.  1,  at  Abbotsford  Hall, 
Charlestown. 

To  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings— Herbert  Land,  for  leave  to  build  an 
addition  on  Condor  street.  Ward  1. 

To  the  Committee  on  Department  for  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings— Charles  F.  Byam,  for  First 
Baptist  Church,  for  leave  to  project  a  lamp  in 
front  of  said  church  on  Austin  street,  Charles- 
town. 

Miss  M.  F.  Fisk,  to  be  allowed  to  project  a 
figure  of  a  gloved  hand  at  53  West  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims — Thomas  Nor- 
ton, for  compensation  for  personal  injuries  re- 
ceived while  at  work  for  tbe  Paving  Depart- 
ment. 

Beckman  &  Punchard,  for  payment  of  bill 
of  $220  against  the  Water  Board  of  1885,  as  en- 
closed. 
To  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Respectfully  represent  unto  your  Honorable 
Assemblies,  Harrv  F.  Adams  and  Samuel  G. 
Adams,  Jr.,  both  of  said  Boston,  that  they  are 
the  duly  appointed  administrators  of  the  estate 
of  Samuel  G.  Adams,  late  of  said  Boston ;  that 
their  said  intestate  was  for  a  long  period,  to  wit 
from  the  21st  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1878,  until 
the  3d  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1885,  the  duly  ap- 
pointed and  qualified  incumbent  of  the  office  of 
said  city  known  as  superintendent  of  police, 
that  said  intestate  duly  performed  the  duties 
pertaining  to  said  office  during  the  period  afore- 
said and  became  thereby  entitled  to  the  salary 
and  other  emoluments,  to  slid  office  attached 
and  belonging  whether  by  ordinances  of  the 
city  or  Statutes  of  the  Commonwealth;  that  by 
the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  aforesaid,  it 
was  made  the  duty  of  said  superintendent  of 
police,  in  addition  to  the  duties  ordinarily  at- 
tached to  said  office ,  to  issue  licenses  for  the 
keening  of  dogs  within  the  limits  of  said  city,  to 
receive  the  money  by  law  provided  therefor, 
and  to  pay  over  a  part  of  the  same  to  the 
city  treasurer;  that  by  law  he  was 
entitled  to  retain  to  his  own  use 
as  compensation  for  this  additional  service  20 
cents  for  each  license  so  issued  (see  Laws  of 
1867,  Chapter  130,  Section  3.  and  Public  Statutes. 
Chapter  102,  Section  81) ;  that  in  pursuance  of 
said  duty  imposed  as  aforesaid,  said  intestate 
during  the  period  of  his  office  aforesaid  issued 
such  licenses  to  the  number  of  38,338,-  received 
as  fees  therefor  the  sum  of  $91,088,  and  paid  over 
the  whole  of  said  sum  to  the  city  treasurer  by 
mistake  and  in  ignorance  of  his  legal  right,  not 
reserving  to  his  own  use  the  20  cents  for  each 
license  as  aforesaid. 

Wherefore  the  said  city  of  Boston  owes  the 
said  intestate's  estate  the  sum  of  $7667.60,  the 
same  being  20  cents  for  each  license  issued  as 
aforesaid  according  to  a  schedule  hereto  an- 
nexed. 

And  your  petitioners  pray  that  said  sum,  to 
wit,  the  sum  of  $7667.60,  he  paid  to  them  as  ad- 
ministrators aforesaid. 

Harry  F.  Adams, 
Samuel  G.  Adams, 
Administrators. 
By  their  attorney : 

Sherman  L.  Whipple. 

HOUSE  OF  DETENTION   FOR  WOMEN. 

Aid.  Maguire  presented  a  communication 
from  the  Board  of  Police,  requesting  that  the  old 
schoolhouse  on  East  street,  now  in  charge  of 
the  Public  Building  Department,  be  transferred 
to  the  Police  Department,  to  be  used  as  a 
house  of  detention  for  women.  The  board  also 
calls  attention  to  the  City  Council  to  the  neces- 
sity of  providing  means  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  appointing  police  matrons  and  estab- 
lishing a  house  of  detention,  as  provided  in 
Chapter  234,  Acts  of  1887. 

Sent  down. 


In  connection  with  the  above  Aid.  Maguire, 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  offered  an  order 
—That  the  old  schoolhouse  on  East  street,  now 
in  charge  of  the  Public  Building  Department, 
be  transferred  to  the  Police  Department,  to  be 
used  as  a  house  ol  detention  for  women. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Aid. 
Maguire  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  down. 

BOSTON  SUGAR  REFINING  COMPANY. 

Aid.  Sullivan  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Boston  Sugar  Refining  Company,  for  leave  to 
erect  temporary  supports  to  their  overhead 
bridge  in  Marginal  street. 

In  connection  with  the  above  Aid.  Sullivan 
offered  an  order— That  the  Boston  Sugar  Refin- 
ing Company  be  allowed  to  erect  temporary 
supports  in  Marginal  street,  to  hold  the  end  of 
their  overhead  Bridge  while  making  repairs  to 
the  same,  said  supports  to  be  removed  within 
one  week  from  the  date  of  the  approval  of  this 
order. 

Order  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

PAPER  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

2.  Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Ordinances  be  instructed  to  make  a  report,  at 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Common  Council,  on  an 
order  referred  to  them  concerning  the  accept- 
ance of  Chapter  210  of  the  Acts  of  1887. 

Passed  in  concurrence. 

UNFINISHED    BUSINESS. 

3.  Appointments  by  His  Honor  the  Mayor: 
Precinct  officers  as  per  printed  list. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll  it  was  voted  that 
all  the  appointees  be  voted  for  on  one  ballot. 

Committee— Aids.  Carroll  and  McLaughlin. 
"Whole  number  of  ballots  10,  yes  10,  and  the  ap- 
pointments were  declared  confirmed. 

Transfer  to  Sewer  Appropriation. 

i.  Order  authorizing  transfer  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  sewers  from  the  appropriation  for  Cam- 
bridge-street bridge,  Allston,  the  sum  of  $20,000. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Aid.  Lee— I  don't  desire  at  this  time  to  make 
any  opposition  to  the  passage  of  the  order,  be- 
cause I  believe  that  the  Sewer  Department  of 
the  city  of  Boston  is  in  such  a  condition,  from 
the  demands  that  are  made  upon  it  by  the  citi- 
izens,  that  some  relief  should  do  given  to  those 
citizens  who  are  demanding    sewers.      But  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  amount  is  sufficient  at 
this  time  to  do  but  a  small  portion  of  the  work 
demanded  of  the  department.     Under  almost 
any  other  circumstance  I    would    oppose    the 
transfer  of  the  $20,000  from  the  appropriation  for 
the  construction  of  the  bridge  at  Allston  to  the 
Sewer  Department,  but  I  believe  the  demands 
of    the     citizens     of     Boston,     for     sanitary 
reasons,  are  paramount  to  those  for  the   con- 
struction    of     a    bridge,    even    though     it    is 
in    the    district     which     I     represent.     There 
are,      to     my     mind,      many     places     where 
money  might   have    been  transferred   in  con- 
nection with  tbe  amount  that  is    being  taken 
from  the  construction  of  the  bridge  at  the  All- 
ston crossing,  and  I  intend  to  make  one  amend- 
ment, and  one  only, so  that  the  department  may 
be.  relieved  from  the  great  preassure  which  is 
brought. upon  it  by  the  citizens  of  Boston  to  pro- 
tect their  homes  and  also  to  protect  their  places 
of  business.    That  amendment  I  will  now  state, 
and  I  trust  that  it  will  pass,  in  connection  with 
the    order    which    has    been     reported     from 
the    Finance  Committee.     I  move    to   amend 
that   order   by    transferring    from    the    Hugh 
O'Brien    school   the   sum    of    $10,000,  which  I 
believe   is   the    amount    that    is    unexpended 
there  and  that  can  be  transferred  to  this  depart- 
ment without  any  detriment  whatever  to    the 
educational  system  of  our  city.  There  is  no  doubi 
but  what  the  department   needs  some  aid  at 
at    this   time.      I   would  make   several    other 
amendments  to  the  bill  but  I  do  not  desire  to 
place  myself  in  a  position  that  will  seem  to  the 
members  of  this    Board   or   to  the  citizens  of 
Boston  to  antagonize  any   appropriation   that 
may  be  made  for  that  department.    My  votes 
have  been  cast  and  my  voice  has  been  raised 
heretofore,  for  an  appropriation    for  the  citi- 
zens who  have  petitioned  to  that  department. 
Therefore,  although  I  desire  to  be  consistent, 
and  although  this  appropriation  is  being  taken 
from  a  work  which  I  believe  is  for  the  protec- 
tion of  life  and  limb,  I  believe,  sir,  that  the 
sanitary  condition  of  our  city  here  and  the  con- 
dition of  the  homes  of  the  gentlemen  who  have 
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petitioned  is  of  more  importance  than  to  re- 
lieve any  large  corporation  like  the  Boston  & 
Alhany  Railroad  Company  from  placing  suf- 
ficient guards  at  that  crossing  at  the  present 
time.  Therefore  I  trust  that  the  order  as  it 
comes  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and 
the  amendment  I  have  made,  which  will 
give  the  department  $30,000,  will  prevail,  and 
when  the  vote  is  taken  I  move  you,  sir,  that  it 
be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays.  I  move  to  amend 
the  order  bv  adding  to  it,  "and  from  the  Hugh 
O'Brien  School  $10,000." 

Aid.  Bromwich— As  I  understand  it,  I  don't 
know  whether  rightly  or  not,  this  $10,000  was  an 
appropriation  made  to  enlarge  the  yard  of  that 
school. 

Aid.  Lee— I  think  so,  sir. 

Aid.  Bromwich— And  it  hasn't  been  used  and 
hasn't  been  attempted  to  be  used? 

Aid.  Lee— No,  sir. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  think  I  can  give  members  of 
the  Board  information  in  relation  to  that  $10,000. 
That  $10,000  appropriation  was  made  at  the  re- 
quest of  some  member  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, and  at  the  meeting  of  the  Committee 
on  Schools  and  Schoolhouses,  when  there 
were  present  a  half  dozen  members  of 
the  School  Committee,  among  the  number  Mr. 
Chapin.  He  very  earnestly  protested  and  said 
he  was  surprised  to  know  that  there  was  even 
such  a  request,  and  that  legally  they  couldn't 
take  that  money  until  such  a  request  had  been 
made  from  the  School  Committee.  Men  who 
have  been  interested  in  that  thing,  who  have 
spoken  to  me  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Schools  and  Schoolhouses,  have  received  from 
me  that  same  answer,  that  they  could  not  do  it, 
and  have  not  done  it,  and  it  is  all  nonsense  to 
talk  about  it  until  the  committee  on  the  part  of 
the  School  Board  pass  a  bill  requesting  the  city 
government  for  money  to  extend  the  land, 
which  they  have  not  done,  and,  judging  from 
the  remarks  of  Mr.  Chapin,  they  do  not  intend 
to  do. 

Aid.  Lee's  amendment  was  adopted ;  yeas  10, 
nays  2,  Aid.  Allen  and  N.  G.  Smith  voting  nay. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Lee,  Joint  Rule  2,  Section  4, 
and  Joint  Rule  15  were  suspended,  and  the  order 
as  amended  was  passed;  yeas  10,  nays  2,  Aid. 
Allen  and  N.  G.  Smith  voting  nay. 

Aid.  Lee  moved  to  reconsider;  lost.  Sent 
down. 

PRECINCT  OFFICERS. 

The  following  was  received : 

Executive  Department,  ) 
Oct.  31,  1887.  I 

To  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

I  hereby  appoint,  subject  to  your  approval  and 
confirmation,  the  following  as  precinct  officers, 
to  fill  vacancies  caused  by  resignation  and  in- 
eligibility. Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Democratic  List  of  Precinct  Officers. 
Ward  2. 
Precinct  2— Inspector,   David  J.  Sullivan,    130 
Decatur  street,  vice  William  Connell,  ineligible. 
Ward  7. 
Precinct  1— Deputy  clerk,  Abraham  Gould,  101 
Endicott  street,  vice  Daniel  A.  Gibbens,  ineligi- 
ble. 

Precinct  4— Deputy  inspector,  Michael  Doyle, 
22  Crescent  place,  vice  Charles  W.  Roach,  in- 
eligible. 

Ward  8. 
Precinct    2— Deputy    inspector,     Michael    J. 
Welsh,  18  Spring  street,  vice  Hugh  McMana- 
man,  ineligible. 

Ward  11. 
Precinct  3— Warden,  Edward  J.  Donohue,  155 
Pleasant  street,  vice  Timothy  O'Meara,  ineligi- 
ble. 

Precinct  5— Deputy  warden,  Timothy  D. 
Sweeney,  155  Pleasant  street,  vice  Timothy  J. 
Sweeney,  ineligible. 

Ward  15. 
Precinct  5— Warden,  Henry   P.    Muldoon,   52 
Gates  street,  vice  Patrick  H.  Dillon,  resigned. 
Ward  18. 
Precinct  1— Deputy  inspector,  Dennis  F.  O'Sul- 
livan,  27  Sharon  street,  vice  William  E.  Wall, 
resigned. 

Precinct  1— Inspector,  William  E.  Wall,  8  East 
Springfield  street,  vice  John  P.  Dinand,  ineli- 
gible. 

Precinct  2— Inspector,  Jacob  Levy,  53  East 
Concord  street,  vice  John  Slavin,  ineligible. 


Precinct  2— Deputy  inspector,  Dennis  J.  Hern, 
108  West  Springfield  street,  vice  Frank  H.  Mul- 
lin,  ineligible. 

Republican  List   of  Precinct    Officers   to  Fill 
Vacancies. 
Ward  13. 

Precinct  2— Deputy  clerk,  Frank  L.  Skillin.  173 
West  Third  street,  in  place  of  John  H.  Braden, 
resigned. 

Precinct  2— Deputy  inspector,  Peter  Lincoln, 
119  Dorchester  avenue,  in  place  of  C.  T.  Duke- 
low,  resigned. 

Ward  15. 

Precinct  1— Deputy  inspector,  William  H.  Gile, 
160  Dorchester  street,  in  place  of  Edwin  H.  Lord, 
resigned. 

Precinct  3— Inspector,  C.  H.  Rockwood,  335 
Eighth  street,  in  place  of  James  E.  Miller,  re- 
signed. 

Ward  21. 

Precinct  1— Warden,  Luther  W.  Bixby,  106 
Roxbury  street,  in  place  of  Charles  Seaver,  re- 
signed. 

Ward  21. 

Precinct  1— Inspector,  Henry  L.  Carter.  67  Lam- 
bert avenue,  in  place  of  Edwin  W.  Curtis,  re- 
signed. 

Precinct  4— Inspector,  George  W.  Parker,  22 
Savin  street,  in  place  of  Fred  S.  Saxton,  in- 
eligible. 

Precinct  4— Deputy  Clerk,  George  E.  Gage. 
Norfolk  House,  in  place  of  William  F.  Macarty, 
ineligible. 

Ward  7. 

Precinct  3— Deputy  Warden,  Orlando  E.  Buss, 
57  Green  street,  in  place  of  Joseph  A.  Merrill, 
resigned. 

Precinct  4— Deputy  Clerk,  Joseph  P.  Farren, 
97  Endicott  street,  in  place  of  Michael  J.  Boles, 
resigned. 

Ward  11. 

Precinct  4— Inspector,  Richard  Holmes,  15  Cor- 
tes street,  vice  George  W.  Page,  resigned. 
Ward  24. 

Precinct  2— Deputy  Clerk,  Charles  E.  Folsom, 
Jr.,  3  Ramsey  street,  vice  Charles  E.  Foster,  in- 
eligible. 

Precinct  4— Inspector,  William  Kibble,  Baker's 
court,  Mattapan,  vice  Joseph  Eager,  resigned. 

Precinct  4— Deputy  Inspector,  Walter  S.  Wat- 
son, River  street,  Mattapan,  vice  Willard  Hawes, 
resigned. 

Precinct  5— Deputy  Warden,  Wallace  Kenney, 
Euclid  street,  vice  Daniel  L.  Weymouth,  in- 
eligible. 

Precinct  6— Deputy  Inspector,  Thomas  V.  Glea- 
son,  38  Olney  street,  vice  George  H.  Blake,  in- 
eligible. 

Laid  over. 

railroad  locations  approved. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  Board  of  Rail- 
road Commissioners  of  their  approval  of  the  fol- 
lowing locations  granted  by  this  board : 

Consolidated  Street  Railway,  third  location, 
curved  track  in  Haymarket  square  to  connect 
Sudbury  street  track  with  track  in  Canal  street, 
etc. 

West  End  Street  Railway,  second  location,  on 
Beacon  street,  as  authorized  Sept.  26,  1887. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 

HARBOR  COMMISSIONERS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Harbor  and 
Land  Commissioners  of  the  petition  of  the  Wal- 
worth Manufacturing  Company  for  license  to 
build  an  extension  to  its  wharf  at  South  Boston, 
and  of  hearing  thereon  on  Nov.  10  inst.,  at 
11  A.M. 
Placed  on  file. 

New  Storage  Basin. 
The  following  was  received: 

Boston  Water  Board  Office,  ) 
Oct.  31,  1887.        J 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Having,  in  accordance  with  an  order  of  the 
City  Council,  purchased  the  larger  part  of  the 
land  necessary  for  the  construction  of  a  project- 
ed new  storage  basin  (No.  5),  we  respectfully  re- 
quest the  passage  of  the  necessary  orders  of 
taking;  and  also  such  an  appropriation  as  may 
be  expedient  for  beginning  the  work  of  con- 
struction. Respectfully, 

The  Boston  Water  Board, 
By  H.  T.  Rockwell, 
Chairman. 
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So  much  of  the  ahove  as  relates  to  the  taking 
of  land  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Water ;  and  so  much  as  relates  to  an  appropria- 
tion was  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee. 

SIDEWALK  ASSESSMENTS. 

Schedules  were  received  from  the  office  of  the 
superintendent  of  streets  of  the  cost  of  furnish- 
ing and  paving  edgestones  and  sidewalks  in 
front  of  sundry  estates,  with  orders  that  the 
persons  named  therein  be  charged  and  assessed 
with  one  half  the  sum  set  to  their  respective 
names  as  their  proportional  part  of  the  cost 
thereof. 

Orders  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

POLICE  SALARIES. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  Board  of  Po- 
lice as  follows : 

1.  Concurring  in  establishing  the  salaries  of 
certain  officers  of  the  Police  Department  as  set 
forth  in  Chapters  21,  23,  34,  35.  36,  37  and  38  of  the 
Ordinances  of  1887. 

2.  Concurring  in  establiseing  salaries  of  officers 
and  assistants  m  house  of  detention  and  police 
matrons,  as  set  forth  hi  the  ordinance  approved 
Oct.  19,  1887. 

Severally  sent  down. 

Back  Bay  Park. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  presented  the  following : 
Department  of  Parks,  Oct.  21, 1887. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 

Boston. 

Negotiations  have  long  been  pending  with  the 
Boston  &  Roxbury  Mill  Corporation  for  the  set- 
tlement of  its  claim  for  land  taken  adjoining  the 
sluiceways  of  the  Back  Bay  basin,  also  for  the 
settlement  of  the  claim  of  the  city  for  better- 
ment, in  both  of  which  a  final  arrangement  has 
now  been  arrived  at.  The  entrance  to  the  Back 
Bay,  of  which  the  land  taken  from  this  corpora- 
tion formed  a  part,  was  originally  laid  out  300 
feet  in  width.  Subsequently  the  city  acquired 
from  the  Boston  Water  Power  Company  two 
strips  of  land,  50  feet  in  width,  bordering  the  en- 
trance from  Beacon  street  to  the  Boston  &  Al- 
bany railroad,  thus  widening  the  entrance 
between  these  points  to  400  feet.  The  negotia- 
tions with  the  Boston  &  Roxbury  Mill  Corpora- 
tion have  therefore  sought  the  extension  of  the 
entrance  at  its  full  width  of  400  feet  from  Beacon 
street  to  the  river,  and  by  offsetting  betterments 
this  has  finally  been  accomplished,  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  City  Council. 
An  order  for  this  purpose  is  append- 
ed. The  arrangement  includes  a  release 
from  the  city  to  the  Boston  &  Roxbury 
Mill  Corporation  of  certain  rights  to  construct 
sluiceways  through  the  company's  lands,  under 
an  indenture  between  the  mill  corporation  and 
the  Boston  Water  Power  Company,  dated  May 
9, 1832,  and  supposed  to  be  acquired  by  the  city 
in  the  taking  of  the  Water  Power  lands.  The 
present  sluiceway  renders  other  sluiceways  un- 
necessary, and  an  order  to  authorize  a  release 
of  the  right  to  make  them  has  been  prepared 
and  is  submitted  herewith.  Both  orders  have 
received  the  approval  of  the  city  corporation 
counsel,  and  as  the  arrangement  only  runs  un- 
til Dec.  1,  early  action  is  desirable. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Ben.t.  Dean, 
Patrick  Maguire, 
Board  of  Park  Commissioners. 

Ordered,  That  in  the  settlement  of  the  suits 
pending  between  the  Boston  &  Roxbury  Mill 
Corporation  and  the  city  of  Boston  on  account 
of  the  taking  of  a  parcel  of  its  land  for  a  park 
at  the  Back  bay,  and  the  assessment  of  better- 
ments for  the  location  and  laying  out  of  said 
park,  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  is  here- 
by authorized  to  take,  by  purchase  or  other- 
wise, and  include  in  said  park,  two  additional 
strips  of  land  50  feet  in  width,  running  from 
Beacon  street  to  Charles  river,  adjoining  and  on 
either  side  of  said  parcel  of  land,  and  pay  for 
the  same  with  said  betterments,  or  a  part  there- 
of: and  the  city  solieitor  is  hereby  authorized 
to  allow  judgment  to  be  entered  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  is  hereby 
authorized  to  release  to  the  Boston  &  Roxbury 
Mill  Corporation  any  rights  that  the  city  may 
have  to  make  any  additional  sluiceways 
through  lands  bordering  on  the  Milldam,  now 
or  formerly  owned  by  said  corporation,  except 
through  lands  now  or  hereafter  owned  by  the 
city  of  Boston. 


Referred  to  Committee  on  Parks. 

CLERK  HIRE  IN  THE  COURTS. 

Aid.  Carroll  presented  requisitions  for  clerk 
hire  in  the  courts  as  follows : 

Supreme  Judicial ,$165  00 

Superior  Criminal 386  00 

Superior  Civil 465  80 

Approved  and  ordered  paid. 

constables'  bonds. 

The  bonds  of  sundry  constables  being  pre- 
sented, duly  certified,  were  approved  by  the 
Board. 

NEW  COURT  HOUSE. 

The  following  was  received  and  sent  down : 

Boston,  Oct.  31, 1887. 

To  the  City  Council. 
The  commissioners  for  the  erection  of  a  new 

court  house  for  Suffolk  county  have  the  honor 

to  submit  a  report  of  the  progress  of  the  work 

in  their  charge  as  required  by  law. 
Contracts. 
Contracts  for  construction  have  been  made  as 

follows: 

With  l).  H.  Cram  of  Boston,  for  excavation 
and  foundation  walls $87,617  25 

With  the  Cape  Ann  Granite  Company  of 
Cloucester,  for  dressed  granite  to  the  sec- 
ond floor 165.11100 

With  Davis  Tillson  of  Rockland,  Maine,  for 
dressed  granite  for  the  northerly  section 
ahove  the  second  floor 65,800  00 

With  Samps  n.  Clark  &  Co.  of  Boston,  for 
masonry  to  the  second  floor 104,458  56 

With  Sampson,  Clan.  &  Co.  of  Boston,  for 
masonry,  iron  work  and  roofing  of  the 
northerh  section  ahove  the  second  floor.. .    133,471  00 

With  L.  M.  Ham  &  Co.  of  Boston,  for  iron 
floor  beams    68,023  00 

With  the  smith  Iron  Company  of  Boston, 
for  iron  columns 1.G30  00 

With  S.  A.  Rinnington  of  New  York,  for 
English  buff  brick,  for  facing  the  court- 
yards        7.3G2  50 

Or  a  total  of £653.563  31 

The  next  important  contracts  to  be  entered 

into  will  be  those  for  granite,  mason  work  and 

roofing  for  the  main  building,    amounting  to 

about  $500,000. 

Financial. 

The  appropriations  thus  far  made  by  the 
City  Council  for  this  work  are #1,058,000  00 

Of  the  27  estates  taken  for  the  Court  House 
site  payment  has  been  made  for  23,  at  a 
cost  of 909,641  51 

There  has  been  paid  on  account  of  con- 
struction       313,606  38 

Leaving  a  balance  now  in  the  treasury  of. .       434.752  11 

The  four  estates  unsettled  for,  and  which  are 
now  pending  in  court,  are  those  of  Sarah  M.  Fay, 
11  Pemberton  square;  L.  A.  Roberts,  15  Somerset 
street ;  Martin  Bates,  heirs.  17  Somerset  street ; 
F.  F.  Patch,  23  Somerset  street. 

In  the  cases  thus  far  heard  by  the  court  the 
juries  have  made  awards  less  than  those  of  this 
Board. 

Progress  of  the  Work. 

Work  upon  this  important  public  structure 
has  been  continued  during  the  year  with  vigor 
and  regularity,  and  the  close  of  the  season  will 
leave  the  building  well  advanced  in  construc- 
tion. 

It  is  proper  to  say  that  the  contractor  for  the 
foundation  walls  completed  his  important  work 
in  a  very  satisfactory  manner  and  in  the  time 
provided  for  in  the  agreement. 

The  system  of  ventilation  adopted  for  the  new 
Court  House  is  united  with  that  for  heating 
by  hot  water,  and  both  are  the  same  as  those 
in  use  at  the  Army  and  Navy  Building  and 
other  large  public  structures  in  Washington  and 
elsewhere. 

The  advantages  claimed  for  the  methods 
adopted  are : 

(1)  Absolute  safety: 

(2)  An  unimpaired  purity  of  air; 

(3)  Great  economy  in  operation,  and  durability 
of  the  apparatus. 

The  same  engineers  who  made  the  plans  for 
tlie  government  buildings  in    Washington  will 
execute  those  for  the  new  Court  House. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  B.  Stebbins, 
Thomas  J.  Whidden, 
Godfrey  Morse, 

Commissioners. 
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ELECTRIC   LIGHTS    IN  ALDERMANIC  CHAMBER. 

The  following  was  received: 

Office  Superintendent 
of  Public  Buildings, 

Oct.  31,  1887.  J 

In  compliance  with  an  order  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  passed  Oct.  24,  namely: 

"That  the  superintendent  of  public  buildings 
inform  the  Board  of  the  price  per  day  for  light- 
ing the  aldermanic  chamber  by  electricity :  and 
if  the  same  price  is  paid  when  it  becomes  neces- 
sary to  light  the  gas,  in  order  to  see  the  electric 
lights." 

In  reply  to  the  above  order,  I  desire  to  say 
that  the  Electric  Light  Company  are  now  and 
have  been  for  some  time  employed  in  intro- 
ducing a  new  system  of  lighting  in  City  Hall, 
and  with  especial  reference  to  the  improvement 
of  the  light  in  the  aldermanic  chamber.  The 
work  of  introducing  this  new  system  requires  a 
complete  new  run  of  wires  and  lights,  and  is  not 
yet  complete. 

No  charge  is  made  the  city  for  the  labor  and 
material  required  in  this  change,  the  expense 
being  entirely  borne  by  the  Electric  Light  Com- 
pany. It  is  their  determination  to  make  the 
light  in  the  aldermanic  chamber  not  only  satis- 
factory to  myself  but  every  member  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  cost  for  lighting  the  aldermanic  chamber 
has  been  at  the  rate  of  S7  per  day  when  in  use, 
and  the  company  have  ever  stood  ready  to  make 
a  deduction  when  the  light  is  not  satisfactory. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  the  aldermanic  chamber 
will  very  soon  be  lighted  to  the  complete  satis- 
faction of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

James  C.  Tucker, 
Superintendent  Public  Buildings, 

Aid.  N.  6.  Smith— It  doesn't  seem  to  me  that 
answer  is  very  definite.  He  takes  particular 
pains  to  tell  us  that  the  Electric  Light  Company 
are  making  an  earnest  eifort  to  make  the  light 
satisfactory,  and  that  nothing  is  charged  the 
city  for  labor  in  that  direction.  He  also  tells  us 
that  we  are  paying  $7  a  night  for  every  evening 
that  the  lights  are  used,  and  that  the  company 
are  willing  to  make  any  necessary  reduction, 
but  I  judge  from  the  report  that  they  have  not 
made  any  reduction  and  have  not  been  asked, 
and  we  have  paid  87  a  night  every  night  the 
lights  have  been  used,  whether  necessary  to 
light  the  gas  in  order  to  see  them  or  not.  That, 
it  seems  to  me,  is  a  fair  interpretation  of  his 
report.  If  I  am  wrong,  I  would  like  to 
have  the  chairman  of  that  committee  in- 
form me.  I  take  it  for  granted  that  we 
are  paying  $7  a  night,  and  have  paid  it  for  every 
night  the  lights  have  been  used  and  no  reduc- 
tions have  been  made.  This  superintendent 
says  in  his  report:  "When  the  lights  are  not 
satisfactory  they  are  willing  to  make  a  reduc- 
tion. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  understand  that  no  state- 
ment has  been  expressed  by  the  superinten- 
dent that  we  have  paid  the  full  bill  for  every 
night. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  didn't  ask  if  the  com- 
pany was  willing  to  make  a  reduetion.  I 
asked  a  simple  question :  Whether  we  are  pay- 
ing the  same  for  lights  when  gas  is  used  as 
when  no  gas  is  used.  From  that  communica- 
tion I  take  it  we  have  been  paying  the  same 
price.  I  have  simply  asked  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  if  possible  to  interpret  the  meaning 
of  that  communication? 

The  Chairman— The  chairman  cannot  give 
any  other  information  than  what  the  com- 
munication states.  It  says  that  the  cost  of 
lighting  the  aldermanic  chamber  has  been  $7  a 
night,  and  that  they  have  offered  to  make  a  re- 
duction when  the  light  is  not  satisfactory- 
Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— Do  I  understand  by  that 
that  any  reduction  has  been  made,  Mr.  Chair- 
man? 

The  Chairman — The  Chair  cannot  answer 
that  question. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— Then  I  move  we  refer  that 
communication  back  to  the  superintendent  of 
buildings,  with  the  request  that  he  inform  us  if 
anv  reduction  has  been  made  or  has  been  asked 
for. 

Aid.  Lee— What  is  the  original  order? 

The  chairman  read  the  original  order. 

Aid.  Lee— What  is  that  report?  I  haven't 
heard  it  read.  I  will  have  to  hear  it  read  before 
voting  to  refer  it  back. 


The  Chairman  read  the  communication. 

The  Chairman— The  question  is  on  Aid. 
Smith's  motion  to  recommit  this  communica- 
tion back  to  the  superintendent  of  public  build- 
ings, and  that  he  be  directed  to  report  to  this 
Board  whether  any  reduction  has  been  made  or 
any  reduction  asked  for  from  this  company. 

Aid.  Carroll— It  seems  to  me  it  is  safe  to 
assume  that  before  the  superintendent  of  pub- 
lic buildings  found  out  that  the  company  were 
willing  to  make  deductions  he-  must  have  had 
some  reason  for  making  that  request.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  language  of  the  communication 
is  explicit  enough ;  it  certainly  satisfies  me  that 
at  some  time  there  has  been  a  deduction,  be- 
cause I  think  the  superintendent  wouldn't  have 
found  that  out  without  going,  very  probably, 
with  a  complaint,  and  receiving  from  them 
some  deduction  for  not  giving  satisfaction. 
At  least  that  would  be  my  interpretation  of  that 
communication. 

Aid.  Lee— It  seems  to  me  that  the  request  or 
order  sent  to  the  superintendent  of  public 
buildings  has  been  fully  answered,  except  in 
one  instance— that  is,  if  any  reduction  was  made 
when  gas  has  been  used  here  when  the  electric 
light  was  not  sufficient.  Now  the  communica- 
tion which  we  have  received  from  the  superin- 
tendent of  public  buildings  goes  on  to  say  that 
the  electric  light  people  are  willing  to  make  a 
reduction,  if  any  complaint  has  been  made. 
Now  has  there  been  any  complaint  made  other 
than  that  the  alderman  on  my  right  submitted 
here  a  week  ago?  Has  any  other  member  of 
this  Board  offered  any  order  asking  for  that  in- 
formation? If  my  memory  serves  ine  I  know  of 
none.  Now  the  question  is  simply  this: 
At  times,  when  the  city  messenger  deemed 
it  of  such  importance  that  he  would  light  the 
chamber  here  by  gas  when  the  electric  lights 
were  burning,  it  certainly  was  not  the  fault  of 
the  electric  light  people  ii  they  were  not  inform- 
ed of  the  condition  of  the  lights  that  were  fur- 
nished to  the  city  here  and  charged  §7  a  day, 
when  the  light  was  not  sufficient.  They  have 
gone  to  work,  as  every  member  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  can  see,  and  put  in  more  lights,  and 
will  continue  to  do  so  when  complaints  are 
made,  until  the  chamber  is  lighted  -to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  members  of  the  Board  and  the 
superintendent  of  public  buildings.  Now  it 
seems  to  me  it  is  mere  boys'  play  to  refer  that 
back  to  the  superintendent  of  public  buildings, 
because,  in  my  opinion,  he  has  answered  it  fully, 
and  it  doesn't  take  a  man  of  a  large  amount  of 
ability  to  understand  that  the  city  messenger  has 
not  gone  to  the  superintendent  of  p  ublic  bui  1  dings 
and  requested  him  to  ask  the  electric-light  peo- 
ple to  make  a  reduction  for  the  15  or  20  minutes, 
or  hour,  or  half  an  hour,  or  two  hours — whatever 
the  case  might  be— that  he  was  obliged  to  light 
the  chamber  by  gas.  I  trust  that  the  order  will 
not  be  referred  back  to  the  superintendent  of 
public  buildings,  but  that  we  will  accept  his  an- 
swer to  the  request  made  upon  him. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  didn't  expect  by  that  little 
question  to  stir  up  such  a  hornets'  nest  as  this. 
It  is  very  evident  to  me  that  they  don't  want  to 
answer  that  question.  The  alderman  on  my  left 
says  it  is  clear.  I  would  like  to  bet  him  a  hat 
that  he  doesn't  know  now  whether  any  reduc- 
tion has  been  made  on  those  bills. 

Aid.  Lee— I  claim,  from  the  communication, 
there  has  been  no  reduction. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— That  communication  is 
just  about  as  clear  as  mud.  He  has  taken  pains 
to  tell  us  a  good  many  things  we  haven't  asked 
for,  but  the  simple  question  as  to  whether  any 
reduction  has  been  made  on  account  of  the  gas- 
light has  not  been  answered.  Now,  perhaps  no 
complaint  has  been  made ;  if  not,  it  is  not  our 
fault.  It  is  not  our  duty  to  complain  about 
these  things,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  officials  about 
the  hall  to  see  that  these  things  are  properly 
done.  I  don't  believe  it  is  the  duty  of  the  city 
to  pay  for  experiments,  and  it  seems  to  me  this 
is  just  what  we  are  paying  for.  For  several 
months  an  electric  light  company  has  been  try- 
ing to  light  this  chamber  without  success,  and 
we  have  been  paying  $7  a  night  for  it,  and  at 
the  same  time  we  have  been  paying  a  gas  bill, 
for  lighting  the  chamber  every  night.  I  say  do' 
not  pay  for  the  two  things.  If  you  can  do  it  by 
electricity,  let  us  take  out  the  gas,  and  if  you 
cannot  do  it  by  electricity,  take  out  the  electric- 
ity and  leave  the  gas.  We  don't  want  to  pay  the 
gas  company  and  electric  light  company  for 
lighting  the  chamber  every  night  as  it  has  been 
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done  for  the  last  six  months,  and  it  is  the  duty 
of  a  superintendent  or  any  one  having  charge 
of  a  department,  when  a  simple  question  is 
asked,  to  answer  it  plainly,  so  that  we  who  are 
not  so  brilliant  as  some  of  our  neighbors  can 
understand.  I  cannot  understand,  and  I  know 
that  my  friend,  who  is  as  bright  as  most  men, 
cannot  understand.  He  doesn't  know  whether 
we  are  paying  $7  a  night  or  not.  That  is  some- 
thing we  want  to  know.  I  don't  ask  it  to  tvead 
on  anybody's  toes,  but  it  occurred  to  me  the 
other  night  that  we  had  occasion  to  use  gas  at 
almost  every  meeting,  and  it  struck  me  that  we 
were  paying  both  companies  to  light  this  cham- 
ber every  night,  and  when  the  thought  came  to 
me  I  wrote  the  order.  I  simply  wanted  to  know 
if  the  city  of  Boston  is  paying  both  companies 
for  lighting  the  chamber.  If  the  electric  light 
company  are  willing  to  try  the  experiment  and 
say  that  the  hall  can  be  lighted,  after  it  has 
been  made  a  success,  very  well ;  give  us  the  bill. 
That  is  all  I  want,  to  know,  and  I  would  like  to 
refer  this  back,  out  of  curiosity,  to  know  whether 
that  is  the  fact  or  not. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith's  motion  to  refer  back  was 
lost ;  yeas  6,  nays  6 : 

Yeas— Aid.  Allen.  Bromwicli,  Haynes,  Mc- 
Laughlin, N.  G.  Smith,  C.  W.  Smith-6. 

Nays— Aid.  Capen,  Carroll,  Donovan,  Lee,  Ma- 
guire,  Sullivan— 6. 

The  communication  was  placed  on  file. 

MICHAEL  C.  o'HARE'S  CLAIM. 

Aid. Carroll  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com 
mittee  on  Water,  recommending  leave  to  with- 
draw (on  recommendation  of  Water  Board)  on 
the  petition  of  Michael  C.  O.'Hare,  for  compen- 
sation for  personal  injuries  received  through  the 
alleged  negligence  of  an  employee  of  the  city  on 
Sept.  16,  1886,  while  he  was  employed  in  the  Wa- 
ter Department  on  Beacon  street. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

CLAIMS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted,  for  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  fol- 
lowing petitions: 

Anna  S.  Manning,  for  compensation  for  per- 
sonal injuries  received  July  16,  1887,  on  account 
of  alleged  defect  in  Castle  street. 

Paul  H.  Jocot,  for  compensation  for  damages 
caused  by  the  impeding  of  travel  and  the  erec- 
tion of  a  fence  under  a  license  from  the  city, 
thus  causing  him  a  great  loss  in  his  business. 

Mary  J.  Morrissey,  for  compensation  for  per- 
sonal injuries  received  March  5,  1887,  on  account 
of  an  alleged  defect  at  45  Hanover  court. 

Hannah  E.  O'Connor  et  al.,  for  damages  caused 
by  the  breaking  of  a  drain  m  Earl  street,  South 
Boston. 

Reports  severally  accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  the  part 
of  the  City  Council  on  the  petition  of  Abby  T. 
Tower  et  al.,  admx.,  to  be  paid  $66.80,  being  86 
per  cent  of  the  assessment  on  lot  974  on  account 
of  the  laying  out  of  Franklin  Park,  as  the  claim 
has  been  adjusted.    Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  and  order— That  the  city  treasurer  be 
authorized  to  pay  to  S.  A  Gilman  the  sum  of 
$24.73,  said  amount  being  the  balance  remaining 
from  the  sale  of  an  estate  situated  on  Sheridan 
street  and  held  by  the  city  of  Boston  under 
Chapter  12,  Section  35,  of  the  Public  Statutes,  and 
Chapter  162  of  the  Acts  of  1884. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

SEWERS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Sewers  (Aid.): 

Reports  and  orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on 
Monday  next,  at  4  o'clock,  P.  M.,  on  the  expe- 
diency of  constructing  common  sewers,  as  fol- 
lows : 

In  Barton  street,  between  Leverett  and  Lowell 
streets. 

In  Bennington  street,  between  Byron  and 
Wordsworth  streets. 

Orders  severally  passed. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
the  petition  of  S.  Rowland  Hart  for  abatement 
of  assessment  for  drain  against  estate  on  West- 
minster and  Greenwich  streets.    Accepted. 

Report  and  order — That  the  sewer  assessment 
levied  against  the  estate  of  Robert  Lapham,  for 
a  sewer  in  Bowdoin  avenue,  Dorchester  District, 
amounting  to  $81.90,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
abated  on  account  of  overestimate  of  land  bene- 


fited, and  that  the  sum  of  $38.71  be  reassessed  to 
said  Robert  Lapham. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order— That  the  sewer  assessment 
levied  against  the  estate  of  John  MacDonald  for 
a  sewer  in  Washington  street,  Dorchester  Dis- 
trict, amounting  to  $111,  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  abated  on  account  of  overestimate  of 
land  benefited,  and  that  the  sum  of  $29.18  be  re- 
assessed to  said  John  MacDonald. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order— That  the  sewer  assessment 
levied  against  the  estate  of  William,  Marian 
and  Henrietta  Faxon  for  a  sewer  in  Washington 
street,  Dorchester  District,  amounting  respec- 
tively to  $111,  $122.10  and  $116.55,  be  and  the  same 
are  hereby  abated  on  account  of  overestimate  of 
land  benefited,  and  that  the  sums  of  $29.18,  $18.22 
and  $8.91  be  reassessed  to  said  William,  Marian 
and  Henrietta  Faxon. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order — That  the  sewer  assessment 
levied  against  the  estate  of  Christina  M.  Ward, 
amounting  to  $461.49,  for  a  sewer  in  Brookford 
street,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  abated  on  ac- 
count of  inability  to  pay,  and  the  sum  of  $230.75 
be  reassessed  to  said  Christina  M.  Ward. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

LICENSES. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  recommending  that 
minors'  licenses  be  granted  to  sundry  newsboys, 
bootblacks  and  peddlers, 

Severally  accepted,  and  licenses  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 

Also  report  that  leave  be  granted  James  Man- 
ning to  run  a  passenger  barge  between  Mecha- 
nic Charitable  Building  and  the  Cyclorama 
Building,  on  Treinont  street.  Accepted,  and 
leave  granted  on  the  usual  conditions. 

STEAM   ENGINES. 

Aid.  Haynes  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Steam  Engines,  recommending  that 
.licenses  be  granted,  on  the  usual  conditions,  to 
erect  and  use  stationary  steam  engines  as  fol- 
lows : 

J.  N.  Fiske,  steam  engine  50-horse  power,  24 
Doane  street. 

Boston  Heating  Company,  12  steam  boilers  of 
100-horse  power  for  heating,  rear  of  462-472  At- 
lantic avenue. 

Reports  accepted ;  licenses  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

STABLES. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health  (Aid.)  recommending  that 
leave  be  granted,  on  the  usual  conditions,  to  ac- 
ciipy  stables  as  follows: 

Edward  Gallagher,  Lynde  street,  corner  Lau- 
riat  avenue,  Ward  24. 

A.  Jackson,  Lenox  street,  rear  85,  Ward  19. 

Annie  M.  Earnshaw,  Oak  avenue,  near  Cass 
street,  Ward  23. 

John  G.  Allbright,  five  additional  horses,  All- 
bright  court,  Ward  24. 

Caroline  A.  Beck,  Braintree  street,  Allston, 
Ward  25. 

John  E.  Hislop,  Harvard  street,  Ward  15. 

Raymond  S.  Byam,  East  Eighth  street,  rear 
611,  Ward  14. 

Reports  accepted ;  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

ALLEGED  NUISANCES    NEAR  HARRISON  SQUARE. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Health,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petitions  of  Joseph  Har- 
ris and  others  for  the  abatement  of  an  alleged 
nuisance  in  the  vicinity  of  Harrison  Square, 
Dorchester,  and  James  H.  Stark  and  others,  resi- 
dents in  and  about  Savin  Hill,  for  the  abatement 
of  an  alleged  nuisance  in  (lie  vicinity  of  Glover's 
Corner,  Dorchester,  having  visited  the  aforesaid 
localities,  respectfully  submit  the  following  re- 
port: 

In  the  case  of  the  territory  complained  of  in 
the  vicinity  of  Harrison  Square,  the  committee 
found  a  large  tract  of  land  bordering  on  the 
mill  pond  and  creek  called  "Smelt  brook 
creek,"  which  at  low  tide  is  uncovered  and  an- 
swers the  description  of  "wet  and  marshy 
land,"     as  set     forth    in    the    petition.     The 
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marsh  land  thus  described  was  purchased 
by  the  city  of  Boston  in  1875  for  the  widening  of 
Mill  street  and  for  sanitary  purposes,  for  the 
sum  of  $13,000. 

In  order  to  hold  in  the  tide-water  so  as  to 
cover  the  marsh  land  a  tide-gate  was  construct- 
ed at  the  lower  end  of  the  mill  pond  which,  by 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Health,  is  ra'sed  and 
lowered  during  the  summer  season  with  suffi- 
cient frequency  to  prevent  the  water  from  be- 
coming foul  or  stagnant,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  keep  the  marsh  land  covered  with  tide-water 
as  much  of  the  time  as  possible.  During  the 
winter  season  the  tide  is  allowed  to  go  in  and 
out  through  the  gateway  twice  a  day,  thus  keep- 
ing the  pond  and  creek  and  the  lands  border- 
ing on  them  clean  and  free  from  unwholesome 
odors. 

As  often  as  is  deemed  necessary  all  filth  and 
other  unwholesome  matter  which  accumulates 
here  is  cleaned  out  and  carried  away,  but  a  very 
small  amount  of  sewage  from  the  surrounding 
houses  goes  into  the  creek,  all  the  houses  on 
streets  in  which  there  are  sewers  having  been 
made  to  connect  with  the  same. 

As  soon  as  a  sewer  is  built  in  Charles  and 
Freeman  streets,  so  as  to  enable  the  houses 
located  on  that  street  and  its  vicinity  to  con- 
nect,.no  sewage  whatever  will  go  into  the  creek. 

In  regard  to  the  nuisances  alleged  to  exist  in 
the  vicinity  of  Glover's  corner,  complained  of 
by  dwellers  in  and  about  Savin  Hill,  it  appears 
that  the  city  has  already  expended  the  sum  of 
$142,000  for  the  purposes  of  abating  the  nuisances 
here  complained  of.  The  trunk  sewers  at 
Glover's  corner  and  at  the  foot  of  Shamrock 
street  which  formerly  discharged  all  their  con- 
tents on  the  flats  in  this  vicinity,  have  been  in- 
tercepted by  a  sewer  which  will  carry  all  this 
sewage,  into  the  gTeat  intercepting  sewer.  The 
flats  which  have  been  made  foul  by  these  dis- 
charges will  be  washed  by  the  tide  water,  which 
at  high  tide  covers  most  of  the  territory  so  as 
to  remove  what  have  been  the  causes  of  most 
serious  complaint. 

It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  if  both  these  flats 
and  those  bordering  on  Smelt-brook  creek,  near 
Harrison  square,  were  filled  up  to  the  proper 
grade,  the  sanitary  condition  of  these  localities 
would  be  greatly  improved  and  the  value  of  pro- 
perty in  the  vicinity  materially  increased,  but 
when  the  fact  that  it  would  cost  several  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  to  fill  these  flats  is  taken 
into  consideration  we  are  of  the  opinion  that 
the  present  financial  condition  of  the  city  will 
not  warrant  such  an  expensive  undertaking,  and 
respectfully  recommend  that  the  petitioners  in 
both  cases  have  leave  to  withdraw. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

FILLING  OF  SOUTH  BAY. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Health, 
which  was  ordered  to  consider  and  report  upon 
the  expediency  of  filling  all  that  portion  of  the 
South  Bay  which  lies  south  of  an  imaginary  line 
extending  from  the  location  of  the  Norway  Iron 
Works,  in  Ward  15,  to  that  of  the  old  Small-pox 
Hospital  in  Ward  20,  having  considered  the  sub- 
ject, respectfully  report  that  in  their  opinion 
the  work  ought  to  be  done,  but  owing  to  the 
financial  condition  of  the  city  believe  it  is  inex- 
pedient to  take  any  action  at  the  present  time. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  am  not  going  to  oppose  the 
acceptance  of  the  report,  because  I  do  not  think 
for  one  moment  they  would  have  made  that 
report  if  it  had  been  possible  to  find  money  to 
do  what  the  petitioners  ask  for.  But  I  think  it 
is  time  some  measures  were  taken  whereby 
money  should  not  be  placed  against  health. 
Money  to  do  this  work  should  be  provided  in 
some  manner,  because  the  health  of  the  city  is, 
in  my  opinion,  of  more  consequence  than  the 
finances  of  the  city,  and  some  measures  should 
be  taken  by  the  next  Board,  if  not  before— I 
don't  see  how  this  Board  can  do  anything  with 
it— to  remedy  this  evil.  The  Board  should  bear 
in  mind  that  the  health  of  the  city  should  be 
considered  before  any  money  consideration. 
That  place  is  in  a  very  bad  state,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  it  is  the  cause  of  a  great  many  deaths, 
and  if  not  deaths  it  is  certainly  the  cause  of  a 
great  deal  of  sickness,  and  sickness  that  lingers 
as  long  as  a  person  lives.  Very  rarely  is  a  per- 
son as  strong  after  his  system  is  once  penetrated 
with  malaria  as  he  was  before.  It  is  time  the 
city  of  Boston  took  some  action  upon  what  the 
petitioners  ask  for. 


The  report  was  accepted.    Sent  down, 
nason's  stable  on  alpine  street. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health  (Aid.)  recommending  that  leave 
be  granted  on  the  usual  conditions  to  Joanna  C. 
Nason  to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden  addition 
to  building  for  two  horses  on  Alpine  street, 
rear  58  St.  James  street,  Ward  21.  Aid.  Allen 
dissents  from  the  report  of  the  committee. 

The  question  was  on  the  acceptance  of  the 
report. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith-  I  am  surprised  at  the  report 
of  that  committee  after  the  committee  have 
visited  the  locality.  I  would  be  one  of  the  last 
men  in  this  Board  to  oppose  a  stable,  for  I  know 
the  necessity  that  exists  in  the  city  for  that  sort 
of  a  building,  but  it  seems  tome  no  necessity 
exists  for  such  a  building  in  that  particular 
locality,  and  the  neighborhood  is  of  such  a 
character  that  a  stable  ought  not  to  be  allowed 
to  be  put  there.  I  may  be  wrong,  but  I  have 
lived  in  that  place  for  about  15  years,  and  this 
place  is  within  about  75  feet  of  my  house,  so 
that  I  know  the  locality  very  well.  I  have  been 
accustomed  to  keeping  a  horse  all  my  lifetime, 
and  have  always  had  a  private  stable  near  my 
house  until  I  went  into  that  neighborhood.  I 
had  tie  feeling  when  I  went  there  that  it  was 
an  improper  place  for  a  stable  and  for  that 
reason  never  asked  for  permission  to  put  one 
there,  and  have  boarded  my  horse  as  have 
other  people  who  live  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. There  is  a  stable  near  there, 
and.  several  gentlemen  who  have  horses  keep 
them  in  the  livery  stable.  A  stable  cannot  be 
put  there  without  great  inconvenience  and  in- 
jury to  the  neighbors.  A  stable,  as  you  well 
know,  under  the  best  of  care,  will  breed  rats 
and  will  cause  offensive  smells.  This  party,  I 
understand,  proposes  to  take  care  of  his  own 
horse,  and  my  experience  is  that  when  gentle- 
men undertake  to  do  stable  duty  they  do  not 
do  it  as  effectually  as  they  do  when  a  man  who 
understands  that  business  makes  it  his  duty, 
and  the  consequence  is  that  you  get  more  rats 
and  more  smell  in  a  stable  so  taken  care  of  by 
private  parties  than  you  do  in  a  stable  taken 
care  of  by  a  man  who  does  that  business  and 
nothing  else.  The  place  where  this  stable  is 
locatedis  completely  surrounded  by  houses,  ex- 
cept on  the  front,  which  is  on  the  street.  I  don't 
thmk  it  can  be  more  than  20  f eet,  at  the  furthest. 
There  are  houses  in  the  rear  of  it  and  houses  on 
both  sides  of  it.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  a 
ease  where  one  man  is  asking  for  a  con- 
venience at  the  expense  of  his  neighbors. 
I  hope  before  the  Board  act  on  this  that  they 
will  all  go  out  there  and  look  at  it,  and  if 
gentlemen  of  this  Board  believe  that  is  a  fit 
place  for  a  stable  I  haven't  anything  further 
to  say.  I  haven't  any  personal  objection  to  it.but 
people  living  next  to  it  are  all  objecting  to  it, 
and,  I  think,  appeared  before  the  committee  and 
protested,  and  it  seems  to  me,  unless  gentlemen 
of  the  Board  have  been  otvt  there  and  visited  it, 
that  they  ought  to  go  out  and  look  for  them- 
selves, and  then  if  they  are  of  the  opinion  that 
that  is  the  proper  place  for  a  stable,  I  should  raise 
no  further  objection.  I  notice  that  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  dissents  from  the  report, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  he  has  looked  at  it.  I 
would  like  to  have  him  give  his  opinion  on  the 
matter,  and  after  that  I  would  move  that  it  be 
assigned  to  the  next  meeting  and  that  the  Board 
in  the  meantime  be  requested  to  \  isit  the  local- 
ity. 

Aid.  Lee— I  would  ask  the  gentleman  if  the 
Committee  on  Health  have  visited  the  premises? 

Aid.  Allen — In  reply  to  the  question  which  is 
asked  by  the  alderman  upon  my  left,  I  would 
say  that  this  matter  came  lief  ore  the  committee 
for  a  hearing,  and  parties  living  on  either  side 
of  the  property  appeared  and  remonstrated.  I 
have  visited  the  place  twice,  once  in  company 
with  another  member  of  the  committee,  and 
once  by  myself,  without  any  other  member  of 
the  city  government  accompanying  me,  and  I 
must  say  that  I  feel  it  is  not  a  wise  thing  to 
grant  a  stable  location  in  this  place.  The  ma- 
jority of  the  committee  desired  a  report  made 
favorably,  while  I  havesubmitted  noreport,  but 
have  put  it,  merely  as  a  memorandum,  that  I 
dissented  from  that  report.  I  think  that  the 
suggestion  made  by  the  alderman,  that  if  the 
place  was  seen  by  the  various  members  they 
would  not  vote  for  it,  is  a  very  wise  suggestion, 
and  I  trust  that  that  course  may  be  adopted. 
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Aid.  Carroll— I  believe  this  is  the  first  time 
since  I  have  been  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  for 
the  last  two  years,  where  there  has  been  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion  on  stables  between  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  and  myself.  We  have 
unanimously  agreed  on  all  reports,  either 
to  defeat  or  otherwise.  There  has  been  an- 
other case,  which  the  committee  bad  unani- 
mously agreed  on,  in  which  the  gentle- 
man who  has  here  objected,  most  eloquently 
objected  and  had  tlie  biggest  kind  of  an  array  of 
witnesses,  and  made  the  strongest  kind  of  an 
appeal  to  the  members  of  this  Board  not  to  grant 
the  location.  In  my  judgment  at  that  time  it 
was  a  good  thing,  but  I  recognize,  as  well  as  he 
does,  that  a  stable  is  an  evil.  But  it  is  one  of 
those  necessary  evils  that  people  have  to  put  up 
with  in  a  community  so  large  as  ours.  It  seems 
to  me  there  is  something  else  behind  it.  Other 
gentlemen,  when  they  speak  in  opposition  to 
things  at  times,  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  they  smoke  some  money  out.  There  is  no 
hesitation  on  their  part  in  saying  that  there  is 
some  cat  in  the  meal.  There  is  an  objection 
here  that  is  not  an  honest  and  sincere  one,  in 
my  opinion,  and  it  is  not  to.  the  stable  but  to 
something  else.  We  have  heard  it  stated  in  this 
Board  by  certain  members  that  the  opposition 
would  be  withdrawn  if  a  man  would  humble 
himself  enough  to  come  and  ask  a  member  of 
the  Board  to  withdraw  it.  I  don't  say  that  that 
is  the  truth,  but  I  say  it  has  been  stated  by  hon- 
orable members  of  the  Board  in  my  hearing  that 
this  opposition  could  be  withdrawn.  Now,  if  it 
has  come  down  to  that,  that  any  member  of  the 
Board  uses  his  opposition  for  that  purpose,  to 
antagonize  honest  citizens  and  deprive,  in  a 
case  like  this,  a  man  from  putting  a  little  stable 
on  his  lot,  when  he  can  have  it  there  without 
injuring  his  neighbors,  I  say  we  should  know 
that  fact.  I  believe  it  can  be  done  in  this  case ; 
it  is  a  proper  thing  to  be  done,  and  in  answer 
to  this  talk  of  rats  and  smells  I  would  say  that 
under  the  present  law  such  things  don't  exist, 
and  I  think  the  honored  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee will  say  that  there  is  a  good  deal  of  delusion 
in  the  opposition  to  stables.  It  may  be  an  honest 
objection  in  this  case,  but  in  my  opinion  it  is  not 
an  honest  objection.  I  hope  the  matter  will  not 
be  assigned  and  that  the  gentleman  will  get 
what  he  is  entitled  to  as  a  citizen — the  right  to 
build  his  stable. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  don't  believe  the  alder- 
man on  my  left  has  said  what  he  believes  to  be 
the  truth.  I  know  his  reflections  are  intended 
to  be  cast  against  me,  and  when  he  makes  the 
statement  that  there  is  anything  behind  this 
other  than  a  perfectly  square  and  honorable  ob- 
jection and  an  interest  in  my  constituents,  he 
states  what  is  false,  and  there  is  no  founda- 
tion ,for  it  whatever.  No  man  in  this  cham- 
ber, I  believe,  knows  that  better  than  he 
does.  Now,  sir,  this  thing  has  not  been  square 
and  above  board  from  the  start.  It  is  not  the 
first  time  I  have  heard  statements  of  that  kind 
made,  that  all  objection  would  be  withdrawn. 

Aid.  Carroll— It  isn't  the  first  time  I  have 
heard  it. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— No,  sir.  I  have  heard  state- 
ments made  to  this  effect,  that  I  was  making  a 
personal  fight  against  that  stable,  Now  that 
stable  is  asked  for  by  a  gentleman  of  the  legal 
department  of  the  city  of  Boston,  who 
is  supposed  to  know  the  law,  and  one 
part  of  that  law  is  that  when  a  man  asks 
for  a  stable  he  shall  put  up  his  application 
or  a  statement  to  the  effect  that  a  stable  is  in- 
tended to  he  erected  in  the  neighborhood,  and  he 
shall  advertise  it  in  other  ways,  so  that  the 
neighbors  shall  know  what  is  asked  for.  That  is 
the  meaning  of  the  law.  I  don't  know  the 
letter  of  it.  The  meaning  is  that  when  a  man 
asks  for  a  stable  the  neighbors  shall  be  informed 
of  that  fact,  and  the  law  takes  what  it  believes 
to  be  the  proper  means  to  get  that  information, 
—that  is,  some  notice  is  posted  by  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Hearth.  But  the  object  of  the  law  is 
to  inform  the  neighborhood,  in  order  that  they 
may  make  a  fair  objection  if  they  believe  that 
there  is  a  necessity  for  it.  Now  in  this  case  the 
gentleman  lias  taken  every  means  in  his  power 
to  conceal  his  intention,  and  I.  who  ought  to 
know  of  it,  having  been  his  neighbor  and  having 
known  him  intimately  for  a  good  while,  didn't 
know  about  it  until  I  was  told  by  accident.  A 
person  told  me  of  it.  It  wasn't  the  intention 
that  I  should  know  about  it,  and  somehody— I 
don't    know    who— has    been  starting  stories 


around  here  that  I  have  been  making  a  personal 
opposition  to  it,  which  is  as  false  as  hell.  Mr. 
Chairman.  I  have  made  no  personal  opposition 
to  it.  The  first  time  I  spoke  about  it  was  to  the 
Committee  on  Health,  and  I  told  them  that  1 
hoped,  before  granting  it,  they  would  go  out  and 
look  at  it.  That  is  all  I  said.  I  have  made  no 
opposition  to  it  personally,  and  should  not  op- 
pose it  if  I  was  myself  alone  interested.  I  am 
quite  far  away  from  it,  so  that  it  will  not  injure 
me  very  much,  but  neighbors  there  who  own 
their  little  houses  arelcompletely  surrounded — 
and  the  gentleman  on  my  left  doesn't  believe 
it  will  injure  any  one.  Now  because  a  man  is 
going  to  have  a  pig  in  his  house,  that 
is  no  reason  why  his  neighbors  should 
have  pigs  in  their  houses.  I  know  it 
will  injure  the  neighbors.  It  isn't  a  public  ne- 
cessity ;  the  public  doesn't  require  it.  This  man 
simply  requires  it  for  his  own  convenience.  He 
wants  to  put  a  little  stable  in  there,  and  he  has 
tried  by  every  means  in  his  power  to  keep  the 
neighborhood  from  finding  it  out,  and  in  order 
to  try  to  accomplish  his  object  he  has  been 
around,  before  I  could  find  out  about  it.  or  any 
one  else,  and  tried  to  get  every  alderman 
pledged  to  his  support.  He  has  been  around  per- 
sonally to  his  friends  and  tried  to  get  his  friends 
to  help  him.  He  has  done  this  as  rapidly  as  he 
could,  and  at  times  when  he  ought  to  have'been 
at  work  for  the  city  in  his  official  position.  He 
has  taken  advantage  of  his  position  to  influence 
the  members  of  the  Board,  by  every  means  in 
his  power,  to  give  a  vote  for  the  stable.  That  is 
a  fact.  I  haven't  opposed  it  as  a  personal  meas- 
ure in  any  sense,  and  if  there  was  no  opposition 
to  it  in  that  neighborhood  I  would  not  say  a  sin- 
gle word  against  it.  But  the  neighbors  who 
surround  that  stable  are  the  men  who  have  been 
before  the  committee.  I  haven't  been  before 
the  committee,  but  the  neighbors  have  been  be- 
fore the  committee,  and  opposed  the  build- 
ing of  that  stable.  The  houses  are  there 
as  thick  as  they  can  be.  There  isn't  a  stable 
within  four  or  five  hundred  feet  of  that  place 
at  the  present  time.  This  gentleman  wants  to 
build!  a  stable  there  for  his  own  convenience 
and  not  for  the  public  convenience.  There  is 
no  necessity  for  it.  Other  gentlemen  in  that 
neighborhood  board  their  horses,  and  he  has 
boarded  his  up  to  this  time,  but  thought  it  would 
be  more  convenient  for  him  to  have  a  stable  at 
home,  which  would  be  all  right  if  it  didn't  in- 
jure anybody  else ;  but  it  does  injure  other  peo- 
ple, and  those  are  the  people  who  have  been 
opposing  it.  He  has  not  tried  fair  means.  He 
did  not  come  out  honorably,  as  he  ought  to  have 
done,  and  say  to  me,  "I  am  going  to  put  a  stable 
there ;  do  you  think  there  will  be  any  objection 
to  it?"  He  didn't  say  a  word  to  me.  If  he  had 
come  to  me  I  should  have  said:  "No,  sir;  I  think 
there  would  be  an  objection  to  it.  I  am  opposed 
to  putting  a  stable  there,  because  it  will  Ibe  an 
injury  to  the  neighborhood,  and  I  do  not 
oppose  it  because  I  have  a  personal  objection. 
I  would  like  to  have  a  stable  as  much  as  you, 
but  I  think  it  would  be  an  injury  to  the 
neighborhood,  and  I  think  that  if  asked 
about  it  every  one  of  the  neighbors  would 
object."  That  is  what  I  would  have  told  him. 
I  don't  have  any  personal  objection  to  the  stable, 
but  I  consider  it  my  duty  as  the  representative  of 
that  district  to  support  those  people  in  their  ob- 
jection to  it,  because  I  believe  it  is  not  a  fit  place 
to  put  a  stable,  and  I  believe  that  the  methods 
which  have  been  used  are  not  such  as  should 
have  been  used  by  a  city  official  when  he  de- 
sires to  take  advantage  of  the  law.  Now,  all 
these  stories  that  have  been  circulated,  that  if 
certain  things  were  done  no  objection  would  be 
made,  and  that  I  was  making  a  personal  oppo- 
sition to  it,  are  all  false.  There  isn't  one  parti- 
cle of  truth  in  them.  I  say  here  fairly  that  if 
the  members  of  this  Board  should  say  that  I 
was  wrong  and  that  I  ought  not  to  oppose  it, 
that  it  would  injure  nobody,  I  would  say  amen 
to  their  decision.  I  have  respect  for  the  judg- 
ment of  the  chairman  of  that  committee.  I 
know  he  is  a  square,  fair-dealing  man,  and  I 
know  if  he  went  out  there,  as  he  says  he  has, 
and  visited  that  place,  and  there  was  no  objec- 
tion to  this  stable,  he  would  get  up  here  and  say 
so.  I  don't  believe  that  any  friendship  for  me 
or  any  consideration  whatever  would  make  him 
get  up  and  say  it  was  an  unfit  plase  for  a  stable 
if  he  believed  it  was  not  a  fact,  and  I  am  per- 
fectly willing  to  rely  on  his  judgment  in  matters 
of  that  kind. 
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Aid.  Allen— I  was  not  induced  to  make  a 
minority  report  because  I  thought  the  stable 
was  in  proximity  to  the  residence  of  the  alder- 
man who  has  just  addressed  the  Board.  In  fact, 
if  I  was  asked  if  it  would  be  an  injury  to  his 
estate  I  should  say  no.  My  opposition  is  based 
on  the  fact  that  it  is  objected  to  by,  and  it  will 
be  an  injury  to  the  property  of,  the  other  citi- 
zens. I  think  the  majority  of  this  Board  should 
go  out  there  and  see  it.  If  they  say  I  am  mis- 
taken I  shall  say  all  right. 

Aid.  Carroll — Now,  Mr,  Chairman,  I  would 
rather  not  go  into  this,  because  the  gentleman 
goes  out  of  the  way  and  makes  allusion  to  me 
and  others  because  we  differ  with  him.  He 
may  think  that  what  I  say  is  because  I  have 
some  feeling  in  this  matter ;  but  there  is  none. 
In  what  I  say  I  propose  to  show  you  how 
far  he  has  been,  and  to  show  how  little 
he  knows  about  the  case,  and  how  little 
he  knows  about  the  law,  —  and  it  is  not 
from  a  lawyer  that  he  is  getting  it  either. 
It  is  required  of  a  gentleman  desiring  a  stable 
permit  that  he  put  in  a  petition  to  the  Board  of 
Aldermen.  That  petition  is  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Health,  and  it  goes  to  Supt.  For- 
ristall.  In  defence  of  Mr.  Forristall's  reputa- 
tion, it  must  be  said  that  he  does  his  best  to  ad- 
vertise it,  and  if  it  is  not  advertised  it  is  not  the 
fault  of  the  applicant,  but  of  Mr.  Forristall,  who 
has  entire  charge  of  the  advertising.  It  is  the 
law  that  for  so  many  days  that  advertisement 
is  put  up.  It  may  be  that  somebody  takes  down 
the  notice ;  I  am  not  going  to  argue  that.  It 
may  be  that  some  unfair  means  have  been  used, 
but  I  don't  so  consider  it.  But  will  any  member 
of  this  Board  call  it  unfairness  when  a  man 
wants  a  thing  and  asks  for  what  he  wants?  I 
would  not  call  that  unfairness,  But  I  would 
call  that  man  a  fool  who  does  not  make  an 
effort  to  get  what  he  wants,  especially  where 
he  meets  with  opposition  from  a  gentleman  who 
sits  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen  52  weeks  in  the 
year,  and  naturally  may  be  expected  to  have 
some  influence  with  them.  What  was  left  for 
the  young  man  to  do?  What  is  there  unfair  in 
what  he  did?  Is  it  unfair  for  an  alderman  to  be 
spoken  to  by  people  living  in  different  sections 
of  other  wards,  when  they  want  anything?  Or 
must  they  be  condemned  simply  because  the 
aldermen  from  those  districts  say  no?  If  that 
be  the  condition  of  affairs,  the  sooner  we  retire 
from  the  Board  and  leave  the  mayor  to  run  the 
entire  city,  the  better.  There  was  nothing  left 
for  the  young  man  to  do  except  to  make  an 
effort  to  overcome  the  opposition.  He  is  con- 
nected with  the  Law  Department.  He  speaks  to 
his  friends.  Representations  are  made  by  the 
alderman  in  opposition.  What  can  the  peti- 
tioner do  but  go  to  you.  sir,  and  me,  and  the 
other  members  of  the  Board?  And  for  this  you 
have  been  told  he  has  used  unfair  means.  It  is 
a  very  lame  argument.  I  am  satisfied  that  when 
the  stable  is  built  the  people  will  come  up  and 
thank  me,  as  they  have  done  in  that  same  dis- 
trict in  regard  to  the  other  matter. 

Aid.  Bromwich— The  alderman  from  that  dis- 
trict has  stated  the  case  very  fairly  in  regard  to 
having  no  interest  himself  other  than  the  in- 
terest of  his  constituents  against  forcing  this 
permit  through.  He  certainly  never  has  spoken 
to  me  about  it  until  today,  and  then  it  was  sim- 
ply a  word  or  two  asking  how  I  felt  in  regard  to 
that  stable.  I  visited  the  place.  I  did  not  know 
anything  of  it  until  I  heard  it  spoken  of  in  the 
ante-room  after  the  close  of  the  last  meeting.  I 
thought  there  was  nothing  more  objectionable 
to  it  than  there  would  be  at  any  time  at  the  first 
introduction  of  a  stable  in  any  neighborhood.  I 
thought  to  myself  that  when  I  went  to  live 
where  I  do  there  were  no  stables  round  about 
there  when  I  purchased  the  property,  But  the 
Board  saw  fit  to  put  a  stable  with  16  horses  on 
one  side  of  me,  and  another  with  five  horses  on 
the  other  side.  So  I  am  surrounded  by  stables. 
Now  I  don't  think  the  property  out  there 
is  of  any  more  value  than  the  prop- 
erty I  hold.  I  don't  think  the  houses  in 
that  street  are  taxed  so  much  as  my  own  house 
is.  Yet  the  Board  of  Aldermen  surrounded  ine 
with  stables  containing  21  horses.  This  gentle- 
man simply  asks  for  a  stable  for  one  horse  for 
his  own  use.  I  concluded  I  could  not  honestly 
deprive  him,  by  my  vote,  of  having  his  horse 
there.  Now  in  regard  to  the  whole  Board  visit- 
ing this  place ;  there  are  several  who  would  like 
to  go  there  themselves.  I  don't  see  that  there 
would  be  any  objection  to  it,  and  I  think  myself 


there  would  be  a  stronger  vote  in  favor  of  the 
permit  after  the  visit  than  there  would  be  if 
we  voted  this  afternoon.  Therefore  I  shall  vote 
to  visit  it — not  that  I  think  for  a  moment  that 
the  petitioner  ought  not  to  have  the  stable,  for  I 
think  it  will  be  no  more  damage  to  the  property 
there  than  has  been  done  to  other  property,  by 
votes  of  this  and  other  Boards,  in  different  sec- 
tions of  the  city. 

Aid.  McLaughlin"—  With  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Health  I  visited  the  location 
where  the  stable  has  been  asked  for,  While 
during  the  year  we  have  generally  agreed  upon 
locations  for  stables,  still  we  sometimes  find 
that  even  our  friends  must  stand  aside  where 
the  necessity  exists.  I  asked  the  applicant  for 
what  reason  he  wanted  the  stable.  He  told  me 
that  his  family  consisted  of  his  wife  and  two  or 
three  children,  and  by  having  his  horse  close  to 
his  house  it  would  save  him,  as  it  has  already 
done  this  last  year,  considerable  money,  his 
children  not  being  very  strong.  Since  I  have 
been  on  the  Health  Committee,  when  a  stable 
location  is  asked  for,  my  first  idea  is  to  see  how 
close  to  it  other  stables  are  in  that  vicinity. 
The  alderman  from  that  district  may  be  all 
right  when  he  says  the  nearest  stable  is  300  or  400 
feet.  I  did  not  measure  the  distance,  but  I 
should  judge  ther*  is  a  stable  as  close  as  that. 
There  cannot  be  any  objection  to  a  stable  in  that 
locality.  It  will  not  depreciate  property  on  the 
street,  because  houses  there  are  empty  now  on 
the  oppesite  side  of  Alpine  street  and  on  the  op- 
posite side  of  St.  James  street,  and  as  I  under- 
stand they  have  been  empty  a  great  many 
months. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  would  like  to  correct  the 
alderman.  Only  one  house  in  that  immediate 
neighborhood  has  been  empty  for  a  great  length 
of  time.  The  houses  have  been  full  continu- 
ously all  the  time  I  have  lived  there  for  15  years, 
with  the  exception  of  this  one  house,  the  occu- 
pant of  which,  Mr.  James  J.  Smith,  died  last 
August ;  they  were  a  long  time  repairing  it,  and 
it  has  been  empty  since.  The  house  opposite 
has  been  constantly  occupied  since  it  was  built. 
The  vacant  house  on  the  opposite  side  has  been 
vacated  very  recently,  but  will  undoubtedly  be 
used  for  some  purpose  very  soon.  As  a  matter 
of  fact  it  is  a  closely-settled  neighborhood,  and 
the  houses  are  usually  occupied  all  the  time. 

Aid.  McLaughlin"— Well,  the  fact  is  that  two 
houses  are  vacant  at  the  present  time.  Now, 
Alpine  street  is  a  side  street,  and  St.  James 
street  is  a  thoroughfare.  This  stable  will  open 
on  Alpine  street,  probably  50  feet  from  the  cor- 
ner. There  is  a  stable  with  several  horses  that 
opens  on  St.  James  street. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  would  correct  the  gentle- 
man once  more.  The  stable  he  refers  to  is  Mr. 
Hayden's,  which  sets  back  nearly  one  hundred 
feet  from  St.  James  street,  and  is  a  stable  for 
only  two  horses. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— The  driveway  and  every- 
thing opens  on  St.  James  street,  which  is  a  main 
thoroughfare.  I  don't  want  to  say  that  the  rest 
of  the  aldermen  should  not  have  a  right  to  go 
there.  I  have  been  there  and  visited  the  place. 
While  it  might  be  disliked  by  some  of  the  next- 
door  neighbors,  yet  I  don't  think  it  would  be  a 
great  discomfort  to  them.  I  had  objections  to 
giving  Mr.  Nason  a  stable  permit,  from  a  sani- 
tary point  of  view.  I  did  not  say  I  would  vote 
either  way  until  I  found  out  for  myself  how  he 
covaH  drain  the  premises ;  and  when  I  found  that 
lie  could  thoroughly  drain  the  stable,  and  that 
it  could  be  well  ventilated,  and  everything  be 
kept  clean,  I  did  not  see  how  I  could  vote  other 
than  to  give  him  a  permit  for  a  stable. 

Aid.  Lee — This  seems  to  be  a  very  simple 
question.  Here  come  from  the  Committee  on 
Health  two  reports.  Each  member  of  the  com- 
mittee has  visited  the  location.  It  is  not  for  me 
to  take  part  in  any  criminations  or  recrimina- 
tions between  members  of  that  committee  and 
other  members  of  the  Board.  But  we  find  that 
a  citizen  has  petitioned  this  Board  for  a  stable, 
and  that  everything  has  been  done  in  accord- 
ance with  the  ordinances  and  statutes.  A  great 
deal  has  been  said  about  the  nuisance  it  would 
make.  Does  any  member  of  this  Board 
consider  for  a  moment  that  Mr.  Nason, 
having  a  wife  and  three  children  ranging 
from  two  to  seven  years  of  age,  does  not  care 
for  the  health  and  comfort  of  his  family? 
Would  he  erect  and  maintain  upon  his  prem- 
ises that  which  would  injure  their  health?  I 
say  no,  Mr.  Chairman,  because  there  is  no  doubt 
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in  my  mind,  and  there  cannot  be  a  doubt  in  the 
mind  of  any  member  of  this  Board,  but  that  lie 
holds  as  dearly  his  home,  his  wife,  and  his  chil- 
dren as  any  gentleman  at  this  Board  who  has  a 
wife  and  children.  Now  what  is  the  simple 
question  to  consider?  Members  of  this  Board 
have  been  there  and  say  it  will  not  create  a  nui- 
sance. If  there  had  been  no  remonstrance,  no 
debate  would  have  occurred  on  this  petition ; 
but,  unfortunately  for  the  petitioner,  there  has 
been  a  remonstrance,  and  from  whom?  Organ- 
ized, as  I  understand  it,  by  a  gentleman  who  has 
had  the  privileges  of  the  vacant  lot  between  his 
residence  and  Mr.  Nason's.  It  is  not  the  nui- 
sance he  objects  to,  if  he  was  to  come  here  and 
tell  the  honest  truth.  No.  He  objects  because 
he  thinks  he  is  going  to  be  deprived  of  light  and 
air.  If  those  are  the  objections,  I  think  this 
gentleman  is  entitled  to  receive  a  per- 
sent  from  this  Board  to  maintain  a  stable.  I 
only  desire  to  reiterate  that  Mr.  Nason,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  has  just  as  much  love  and  sym- 
pathy for  his  family  as  any  member  of  this 
Board  or  any  of  the  remonstrants.  Therefore  I 
trust  that  the  question  will  be  taken  on  giving 
him  a  permit,  and  that  the  motion  to  assign  will 
not  prevail. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  hope  the  motion  to  assign 
will  prevail.  A  great  deal  ha»been  said  on  both 
sides ;  there  are  parties  for  it  and  parties  object- 
ing. As  the  gentleman  states,  the  Board  will 
get  information  by  going  out  there.  Now  as  a 
remonstrance  comes  from  the  gentleman  who 
represents  that  district.  I  think  that  in  justice 
to  him  the  members  of  this  Board  should  sat- 
isfy themselves  by  going  and  viewing  the  prem- 
ises and  seeing  what  objection  is  made.  That 
being  my  understanding  I  shall  vote  for  the  as- 
signment;  and  meantime  I  shall  try  and  visit 
the  premises  and  make  up  my  mind  as  to  what 
should  be  done. 

The  motion  to  assign  prevailed. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving  (Aid.) : 

Reports  that  licenses  be  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions  to  John  J.  Ahem  to  move  a  wooden 
build  mg  from  Robeson  street  to  Washington 
street.  Ward  23. 

Accepted  and  leave  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions. 

Reports  and  orders,  viz. : 

For  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  estate  of  B.  F. 
Bean  et  als.,  27  to  41  inclusive,  Dennis  street, 
Roxbury ;  Jane  Howard,  37,  39, 39V2  Colony  street. 

For  edgestones  and  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of 
estates  of  Charles  H.  Dolbeare,  427  East  Sixth 
street;  Ella  F.  Fogg,  second,  third  and  fourth 
lots  on  right  beyond  H  street,  on  East  Sixth 
street;  Anna  Maria  Ripp,  150  H  street. 

For  edgestones  in  front  of  estates  on  the  east- 
erly side  of  Boston  street,  between  Washburn 
and  Dorset  streets,  Dorchester. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order— That  there  be  paid  to 
George  T.  Angel  1  the  sum  of  $100,  in  full  com- 

Sensation  for  all  damages  to  his  estate,  No.  2 
limock  street,  caused  by  blasting  on  a  ledge  ad- 
jacent thereto  and  owned  by  the  city,  upon  his 
giving  an  agreement  in  writing  satisfactory  to 
the  city  solicitor,  saving  harmless  said  city 
against  any  claims  for  damages,  costs,  expenses 
or  compensation  for,  on  account  of,  or  mfhy 
way  growing  out  of,  the  said  blasting,  the  same 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  paving. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order— That  a  strip  of  land  20  feet 
wide  and  containing  2200  square  feet  be  set  off 
from  the  paving  yard  on  Boylston  street  and 
added  to  the  yard  of  the  police  station  on  said 
street;  the  westerly  line  of  said  strip  of  land  be- 
ing 35  feet  front  and  parallel  to  the  westerly 
wall  of  said  station  house. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed.    Sent  down. 

Ordered,  That  Lainont.  Dillon,  and  Carlisle 
streets  be  renumbered,  as  shown  by  plans  on 
file  in  the  oriice  of  the  superintendent  of  streets. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Ordered.  That  the  order  passed  Oct.  10  for 
edgestone  and  sidewalk  in  front  of  Nos.  19  and 
21  Ottawa  street,  Nellie  Ritter,  owner,  be,  and 
the  same  is,  hereby  rescinded. 

Passed  under  a  suspensien  of  the  rule. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  streets 
be  directed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  and 


pave  the  sidewalk  with  brick  in  front  of  estate 
18  and  20  Ottawa  street,  Nellie  Ritter,  owner, 
and  to  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the 
cost  thereof. 
Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

assessors'  valuation. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Assessors'  Department,  to 
whom  was  referred,  with  instructions  to  give  a 
public  hearing,  the  communication  from  His 
Honor  the  Mayor  calling  the  attention  of  the 
City  Council  to  a  statement  alleged  to  have 
been  made  at  a  meeting  of  taxpayers  held  at  the 
Merchants'  Association  rooms,  40  Bedford  street, 
Oct.  18.  1887,  ''that  an  outrageous  and  unwar- 
rantable increase  in  the  valuation  of  business 
property  had  been  made,"  according  to  instruc- 
tions gave  a  public  hearing  at  which  the  princi- 
pal and  assistant  assessors  were  present,  also  a 
few  of  the  protesting  taxpayers.  Af terla  full  and 
fair  hearing,  your  committee  respectfully  re- 
port that  in  their  opinion  no  action  is  necessary 
on  the  part  of  the  City  Council, 

Report  accepted,    Sent  down. 
electric  wires. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Electrie  Wires,  recommending 
that  leave  be  granted  the  Cambridge  Railroad 
Company  to  attach  a  wire  to  the  poles  of  the 
Brookline  Gas  and  Electric  Light  Company,  on 
Washington  street,  Brighton  District. 

Accepted  and  leave  granted. 

DOUBLE  WINDOWS. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  an  order — That  the  superin- 
tendent of  public  buildings  be  requested  to  pro- 
vide double  windows  in  that  portion  of  ?he 
aldermanic  chamber  occupied  by  the  reporters 
of  the  Boston  daily  newspapers;  the  expense 
thereof  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
public  buildings. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Sent 
down. 

REMOVAL  OF  TREE  AT  ROSLINDALE. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  an  order— That  permission 
be  granted  to  the  executive  committee  of  the 
First  Baptist  Church  at  Roslindale  to  remove 
a  tree  in  front  of  their  church,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  superintendent  of  Common. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

NEW  CAMBRIDGE  BRIDGE  LOAN. 

Aid.  Allen— Some  monfhs  ago  an  order  was 
passed  by  the  city  government  authorizing  the 
city  treasurer  to  borrow  $250,000  to  be  denomi- 
nated "Cambridge  Bridge  Loan."  Afterthat  or- 
der was  passed  the  work  was  entered  upon  to 
some  extent ;  contracts  were  made  and  certain 
moneys  have  already  been  paid  out  in  connec- 
tion with  the  work.  That  being  the  fact,  I 
think  it  is  quite  proper  that  some  action  should 
be  taken  in  regard  to  these  orders  on  our  table. 
I  know  it  would  not  be  proper  for  me  to  make 
these  remarks  after  having  made  a  motion  to 
take  from  the  table,  but  having  stated  what  I 
have,  I  desire  to  move  to  take  from  the  table 
Nos.  8  and  9  on  the  calendar,  viz. : 

8.  Ordered,  That  the  city  treasurer  be  author- 
ized to  borrow  the  sum  of  $250,000  for  the  term 
of  30  years,  and  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  4 
per  cent  per  annum,  payable  semi-annually,  to 
meet  the  city  of  Boston's  share  of  the  expenses 
of  building  the  new  bridge  to  Cambridge,  as  re- 
quired by  Chapter  282  of  the  Acts  of  1887,  said 
eertilieates  to  be  denominated  on  the  face  there- 
of, "New  Cambridge  Bridge  Loan." 

9.  Ordered,  That  the  order  of  July  13.  1887,  au- 
thorizing the  city  treasurer  to  borrow  $250,000,  to 
be  denominated  "New  Cambridge  Bridge  Loan," 
under  certain  conditions  therein  named;  also 
the  order  bearing  the  same  date  providing  for 
certain  requests  to  be  made  to  the  bidders  for 
the  aforesaid  loan,— be  and  the  same  are  hereby 
rescinded. 

The  motion  to  take  from  the  table  was -de- 
clared carried.  Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  doubted  the 
vote  and  asked  for  a  division  of  the  question. 

No.  8  was  taken  from  the  table  by  a  division, 
6  for,  2  against. 

No  9  was  taken  from  the  table,  7  for,  0  against. 

The  question  then  came  on  the  passage  of 
No.  8. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  want  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Board  to  these  two  orders  just  for  a  mo- 
ment. You  will  recollect  that  two  weeks  ago 
the  Board  voted  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 
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this  order  No.  S  was  passed,  and  afterwards  voted 
to  lay  it  on  the  table.  Now,  if  the  Board  desires 
to  maintain  the  position  which  they  took  two 
weeks  ago  they  can  do  so  by  passing'  order  No.  9, 
to  rescind  the  order  passed  July  13,  1SS7,  for  a 
loan  of  ij'2o0.000,  and  refuse  to  pass  order  No.  8. 
In  that  way  we  shall  accomplish  what  it  seems 
to  me  we  ought  to  accomplish,  and  what  the 
Board  were  of  opinion  in  regard  to  two  weeks 
ago.  and  that  is,  that  these  cuticle  Christians, 
who  have  attempted  to  put  the  city  of  Boston  in 
an  unpleasant  position,  can  continue  in  their 
good  work.and  having  got  the  authority  from  the 
Legislature  to  secure  the  plunder,  they  can 
without  any  assistance  from  us  go  in  and  take 
it.  As  it  stands  now,  if  we  pass  order  No.  8  we 
will  be  in  the  position  of  helping  these  gentle- 
men secure  the  plunder  after  they  got  the  au- 
thority for  it  without  any  thanks  to  us.  Now  it 
seems  to  me  they  ought  to  let  them  proceed  in 
the  good  work  they  have  laid  out  and  com- 
plete it  without  any  assistance  from  us;  and 
it  seems  to  me  it  would  be  more  consistent 
with  our  dignity  and  self-respect  to  let  thern  do 
that.  You  see  exactly  the  position  we  are 
placed  in.  After  they  had  secured,  as  they  be- 
lieved, the  strength  of  the  Legislature  they  ig- 
nored the  city  government  entirely;  they 
showed  nothing  but  contempt  for^  it ;  and  now 
they  ask  us  to  help  them  complete  the  job.  I 
think  we  ought  to  have  a  little  self-respect,  and 
show  that  we  feel  that  we  have  not  been  treated 
as  we  ought  to  be  treated  as  a  city  government. 
It  is  a  very  peculiar  position  that  we  are  placed 
in.  It  is  a  position  that  stands  on  the  record  of 
the  Legislature  without  a  precedent.  There 
never  was  such  a  case  since  the  charter  of  Mas- 
sachusetts was  granted,  that  a  town  or  city 
asked  for  legislation  that  would  compel  a  neigh- 
boring city  to  boom  real  estate  in  their  im- 
mediate neighborhood  and  yutside  of  the 
limits  of  the  city  that  was  compelled  to 
pay  the  bill.  To  be  sure  the  city  of  Boston 
has  been  to  the  Legislature  and  asked  for  com- 
pulsory legislation  m  two  or  three  instances,  and 
where  that  legislation  has  been  granted,  in 
every  single  instance  the  city  of  Boston  has 
been  allowed  to  pay  the  bills.  When  the  city 
of  Boston  has  been  to  the  Legislature  and  asked 
that  its  drinking  water  might  be  protected  from 
contamination,  it  was  allowed  to  build  a  sewer 
through  the  Mystic  valley  and  to  pay  every 
dollar  of  that  expense;  and  in  every  case  where 
the  Legislature  has  granted  compulsory  legisla- 
tion for  the  city  of  Boston,  the  city  has  been 
compelled  to  pay  the  bills.  Now,  in  this  case, 
where  the  city  of  Cambridge  asked  for  compul- 
sory legislation  for  its  own  Denefit,  it  ought  to  be 
allowed  to  pay  its  own  bills,  and  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton should  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  But  the 
position  we  should  take,  it  seems  to  me,  is  the 
one  agreed  upon  two  weeks  ago :  that  we  should 
let  these  gentlemen  go  on  and,  since  they  have 
the  power,  complete  their  work  without  any  as- 
sistance from  us.  If  we  pass  this  order  we  al- 
low ourselves  to  be  used  as  catspaws  for  them 
to  take  the  plunder  from  our  treasury.  It  is  a 
matter  I  am  not  particularly  interested  in ;  but 
I  propose  to  vote  against  it  from  first  to  last.  I 
believe  it  is  a  direct  insult  to  the  city  of  Boston 
and  a  direct  slap  in  our  faces— an  insult  that 
every  man  at  this  Board  should  resent.  But 
that  is  a  question  for  each  member  to  decide  for 
himself.  But  that  is  the  position  we  are  in.  If 
we  allow  this  order  No.  S  to  pass  we  allow  our- 
selves to  be  made  catspaws  of. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  agree  with  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  who  has  jnst  taken  his  seat  in 
every  particular.  I  would  also  add  that  my 
opinion,  as  one  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Cambridge  Bridge,  was  that  the  matter  should 
have  been  settled  by  the  committees  appointed 
by  both  cities.    My  opinion  at  the  time  was  that 


Cambridge,  receiving  so  much  more  benefit  than 
Boston,  the  expense  of  this  bridge  should  have 
been  divided  just  as  the  expense  of  the  Brook- 
lyn bridge  was  divided,  two  thirds  of  the 
expense  being  paid  by  Brooklyn.  I  think 
the  benefits  to  Cambridge  are  so  much 
more  than  they  are  to  Boston  that  the  least 
Cambridge  should  have  paid  was  two  thirds 
ofthe  expense.  But  their  action  in  going 
to  the  Legislature  and  ignoring  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton entirely  should,  I  think,  be  objected  to  as 
much  as  is  in  our  power,  and  in  the  best  manner 
that  this  board  can  object.  I  certainly  shall 
vote  for  No.  9  and  against  No.^;,  and  I  hope  the 
Board  will  see  it  in  the  same  light. 

No.  S  was  rejected  in  non-concurrence  for 
want  of  a  two-thirds  vote  m  favor;  yeas  7 
nays  5: 

Yeas— Aid.  Allen,  Capen,  Carroll,  Haynes, 
McLaughlin,  C.  W.  Smith,  Sullivan— 7. 

Nays — Aid.  Bromwich,  Donovan,  Lee,  Ma- 
guire,  N.  G.  Smith— 5. 

Aid.  Allen  moved  that  further  consideration 
of  No.  9  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  hope  that  motion  will  not 
prevail.  I  hope  that  since  No.  s  has  been  re- 
jected we  shall  pass  No.  9,  and  thus  rescind  the 
previous  order  for  this  loan.  I  certainly  hope  it 
will  not  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  was  de- 
clared carried.  Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  doubted  the 
vote  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  mo- 
tion was  lost ;  yeas  6,  nays  6 : 

Yeas— Aid.  Allen,  Capen,  uarroll,  Haynes, 
McLaughlin,  Sullivan— 6. 

Navs— Aid.  Bromwich,  Donovan,  Lee,  Ma- 
guire,  N.  G.  Smith,  C,  W.  Smith— 6. 

The  order  No.  9  was  rejected  in  non-concur- 
rence; yeas  5,  nays  7: 

Yeas— Aid.  Bromwich,  Donovan,  Lee,  Maguire, 
N.  G.  Smith— 5. 

Nays— Aid.  Allen.  Capen,  Carroll,  Haynes, 
McLaughlin,  C.  W.  Smith,  Sullivan— 7. 

Notice  sent  down. 

LAND  DAMAGES. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  orders  to  pay,  on  the 
usual  conditions,  for  land  taken  and  all  dam- 
ages occasioned  by  the  relocation  of  Union 
avenue,  Dorchester,  as  follows: 

George  D.  Grant,  $100. 

Frank  B.  Jones,  $175. 

Orders  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

BRIDGE  APPROPRIATION. 

Aid.  Carroll  offered  an  order— That  the  city 
auditor  be  authorized  to  transfer  $3000  from  the 
appropriation  for  Mt.  Washington  avenue  bridge 
to  the  appropriation  for  bridges. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

ARMORIES. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  offered  an  order— That  the 
superintendent  of  public  buildings  be  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  to  hire  for  armory  purposes 
Wait's  Hall,  390  West  Broadway,  South  Boston, 
from  Nov.  1,  1887,  at  a  rental  of  §1000  per  year, 
the  same  to  be  occupied  by  Company  B,  Ninth 
Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  and  the  expense  therefor 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  armories. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule.  Sent 
down. 

REMOVAL  OF  TREES  ON   ELM   STREET. 

Aid.  Bromwich  oifered  an  order— That  leave 
biggranted  to  William  T.  Eaton  to  remove,  at 
his  own  expense,  three  trees  standing  in  front  of 
169  Emerson  street,-  South  Boston,  said  removal 
to  be  done  under  the  supervision  of  the  superin- 
tendent of  Common  and  public  grounds. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Adjourned,  at  6.39  P.M., on  motion  of  Aid.  N.G. 
Smith. 


BOARD     OF     ALDERMEN 


931 


CITY   OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Monday,  Nov.  7,  1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
4  o'clock  P.M..  Aid.  Donovan,  chairman,  pre- 
siding, and  all  the  members  present. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Capen  the  reading  of  the 
record  of  the  last  meeting  was  dispensed  with. 

ELECTION   OFFICERS. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Lee.  it  was  voted  to  sus- 
pend the  rule;  that  the  Board  might  act  on  the 
confirmation  of  the  precinct  officers,  submitted 
at  the  last  meeting,  and  also  upon  the  names  of 
McLaughlin  and  Regan,  previously  submitted. 

Committee,  Aid.  Lee  and  C.  W.  Smith.  Whole 
number  of  ballots,  9 ;  yes  9,  no  0;  and  the  ap- 
pointments were  confirmed, 

Aid.  Lee  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  as  follows ; 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Court, 
fourth  session,  third  Monday,  1887. 

Ten  additional  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Crim- 
inal Court,  November  term. 

HEARINGS    AT    FOUR    O'CLOCK    ON     ORDERS     OF 
NOTICE. 

1.  On  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Bar- 
ton street,  between  Leverett  and  Lowell  streets, 
Ward  8. 

2.  On  the  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Bennington  street,  between  Byron  and  Words- 
worth streets,  Ward  1. 

No  objections.  Recommitted  to  Committee 
on  Sewers. 

3.  On  petition  of  Holbrook  and  Harlow,  for 
leave  to  project  a  bay  window  from  building  on 
N  street,  corner  of  East  Fifth  street. 

4.  On  petition  of  P.  O'Riorden,  for  leave  to  pro- 
ject a  bay  window  from  building  48  Henley 
street,  CharlestowiK 

No  objections.  Referred  to  Committee  on  In- 
spection of  Buildings  (Aid.) 

5.  On  petition  of  Tremont  Electric  Lighting 
Company  for  license  to  erect  and  use  a  station- 
ary steam  engine  of  60-horse  power,  at  Congress 
street,  corner  A  street,  Ward  13. 

No  objections.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Steam  Engines. 

6.  On  petition  of  Union  Freight  Railroad  Com- 
pany, that  they  be  allowed  to  construct  and 
maintain  a  side  track  on  Commereial  street. 

No  objections.  Recommitted  to  Committee  on 
Railroads. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims— Mr.  Hugh  Tobey, 
for  compensation  for  personal  injuries  received 
while  at  work  on  the  Cottage  Farm  bridge,  July 
15,1887. 

Ruth  H.  Thompson,  for  compensation  for  land 
taken  for  the  new  channel  for  Stony  brook. 

Mrs.  Catherine  Dolan,  for  compensation  for 
injury  caused  by  melting  of  fusible  plug  in 
boiler  used  in  Commercial  street  in  construction 
of  a  sewer 

Mary  C.  Beiler,  for  refunding  of  a  portion  of 
the  assessment  against  estate  930  East  Fourth 
street  on  account  of  the  Marine  Park. 

John  B.  Pewtress,  for  compensation  for  per- 
sonal injuries. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common,  etc.— Samuel 
H.  Babcock,  for  the  removal  of  a  dead  and  dan- 
gerous tree  corner  of  Norfolk  and  Laurel  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  {Aid.)— Mrs.  M.  A. 
Kauffer,  to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden  building 
for  one  horse  on  Bowdoin  avenue,  Ward  24. 

P.  Craven,  to  occupy  an  old  wooden  building 
for  one  additional  horse  on  Chestnut  avenue, 
No.  34,  Ward  23. 

Niles  Brothers,  to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden 
building  for  eight  horses  on  Rutherford  avenue, 
rear  369,  Ward  4. 

John  Gunn,  to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden 
building  for  one  horse  on  Carson  street,  No.  18, 
Ward  24. 

Andreas  Blume,  to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden 


building  for  13  horses  on  Prentiss  street,  rear 
No.  42,  Ward  22. 

Anna  C.  Burgess,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  pro- 
posed wooden  building  for  one  horse,  rear  of 
Norfolk  street,  near  Tremont  street,  Ward  24. 

Stedman  W.  Fottle,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  pro- 
posed wooden  building  for  one  horse  on  Tileston 
avenue,  Ward  24. 

John  Hynes,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  proposed 
wooden  building  for  two  horses  on  East  .Chester 
park  near  Clapp  street,  Ward  20. 

Fernald  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  proposed 
wooden  building  for  one  horse  on  404  Maverick 
street,  Ward  1. 

Bridget  Waters  and  others,  that  an  alleged 
nuisance,  caused  by  one  Sawyer  in  carrying  on 
the  business  of  sausage  manufacturer  on  Boyls- 
ton  avenue,  Ward  23,  be  abated. 

To  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department— 
Marcus  B.  McCarthy,  that  he  be  paid  a  sum  due 
for  services  in  the  Fire  Department. 

To  the  Committee  on  Inspection  of  Buildings 
(Ald.)—R.  M.  Yale,  for  a  license  to  hoist  and 
lower  goods  over  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  21-22 
Chatham  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Department  for  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings— Sewall  &  Day  Cordage  Com- 
pany, to  build  a  series  of  bridges  connecting 
their  buildings  on  Western  avenue,  near  Everett 
street,  Ward  25. 

St.  Ann's  Episcopal  Church  committee,  to 
build  an  addition  to  church  on  Cottage  street, 
near  Dudley  street,  Ward  20. 

Maverick  Oil  Company,  to  build  an  addition 
on  Chelsea  street,  469,  Ward  1. 

M.  Hurlihy,  to  build  an  addition  on  George 
street,  near  Hampden,  Ward  20. 

A.  E.  Robinson,  to  build  an  addition  on  185  W. 
Second  street,  Ward  13. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police  (Aid.)  —  Louis 
Monte,  for  compensation  for  the  loss  of  fowls 
killed  by  dogs.  Oct.  30,  1887. 

David  M.  Eldridge,  for  compensation  for  fowls 
killed  by  dogs. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving  (Aid.)— Charles 
E.  Davis,  for  edgestones,  No.  10  Hillside  street. 

C  iroline  B.  Thatcher,  for  edgestones,  12  Hill- 
sidti  street. 

Niles  Bros.,  for  edgestone  and  brick  sidewalk, 
672  and  674  E.  Sixth  street. 

B.  F.  Bean  and  E.  E.  Richards,  for  edgestone 
and  brick  sidewalk,  George,  corner  Shirley 
street. 

B.  F.  Bean  and  E.  E.  Richards,  for  edgestone 
and  brick  sidewalk,  Huckins  avenue  and  Den- 
nis street. 

Godfrey  Morse,  for  brick  sidewalk,  Pembroke 
street. 

William  A.  Prescott,  for  brick  sidewalk,  cor- 
ner Columbus  avenue,  Church  and  Tennyson 
street's  Wfird.  11 

W.  S.'  Rand,  for  brick  sidewalk,  115-117  New- 
bury street. 

Robert  Wallace,  for  brick  sidewalk,  corner  H 
and  Seventh  streets. 

Lyman  J.  Clark,  for  brick  sidewalk,  Roxbury 
street,  between  Rockingham  and  Hollis  places. 

Charles  F.  Barton,  for  brick  sidewalk,  493  and 
495  Dudley  street. 

W.  H.  Emmons  and  others,  trustees,  for  leave 
to  construct  a  coal  hole  22  inches  in  diameter  in 
sidewalk  at  29-35  Temple  place. 

William  R.  Cavanagh,  to  move  a  wooden 
building  from  rear  No.  813  Parker  street,  to  rear 
812  Parker  street. 

Ellen  A.  Clatur,  for  leave  to  construct  a  coal 
hole  at  113  and  115  Stamford  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Electric  Wires— N.  E. 
Telegraph  and  Telephone  Company,  to  attach 
its  wires  to  the  westerly  side  of  Warren  bridge 
and  to  erect  one  pole  on  Warren  avenue, 
Chaiiestown. 

N.  E.  Telegraph  &  Telephone  Company,  to 
erect  one  pole  at  the  corner  of  Condor  and  Bor- 
der streets.  East  Boston. 

Boston  Electric  Light  Company,  to  relocate 
four  poles  now  on  Emerson  street,  and  place 
same  on  Fourth  street, 

To  the  City  Solicitor— Notice  of  application 
of  Edward  H.  Davies  for  jury  on  sewer  assess- 
ment. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines,  etc.— 
Morey,  Churchill  &  Morey.  to  locate  three 
smelting  furnaces  at  No.  77  Travers  street. 

Pike,  Ordway  &  Co.,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
boiler  of  seven-horse  power  for  manufacturing 
purposes  at  No.  6  Charlestown  street. 

O.  E.  Madden,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler 
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of  14-horse  power  for  heating-  purposes  at  No.  51 
Mt.  Pleasant  avenue. 

Tremont  Foundry  and  Machine  Company,  to 
locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler  of  15-horse  power 
for  heating  purposes  at  Calvert  street,  near 
Hampshire  street,  Ward  19. 

George  and  Muldoon,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
boiler  of  12-horse  power  for  heating  purposes  at 
Dunlow  street,  near  Simmons  street. 

Mrs.  Ellen  James,  to  locale  and  use  a  steam 
boiler  of  eight-horse  power  for  heating  purposes 
at  No.  46  Princton  street^  Ward  1. 

R.  Hodson  &  Son,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
boiler  of  12-horse  power  for  heating  purposes  at 
No.  6  Bennington  street,  Ward  1. 

Mrs.  M.  McDonough,  to  locate  a  s  earn  boiler 
of  eight-horse  power  for  heating  purposes,  at  14 
Havre  street.  Ward  2. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers  (Aid.)— Roslin- 
dale  Baptist  Church,  for  a  sewer  in  Florence 
street.  Ward  23. 

B.  F.  Ricker  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in  Arling- 
ton street. 

Persis  B.  Swett,  for  abatement  of  sewer  assess- 
ment against  estates  on  Market  and  Waverley 
streets,  Brighton  District. 

John  M.  Way  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in  a  por- 
tion of  Elmo  street. 

Bridget  Coppinger.  for  abatement  of  sewer 
assessment  against  her  estate  on  Longwood 
avenue. 

Coleman,  Cook  &  Co.  and  others,  that  the 
sewers  now  being  laid  in  Decatur  street,  East 
Boston,  be  continued  to  Meridian  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps— William  H. 
"Viehhaeuser,  for  public  lamps  on  Paul  Gore 
street,  Ward  23. 

Everett  F.  Sanborn  and  others,  for  public 
lamps  on  Union  avenue,  Dorchester. 

Atwocid  &  Weld  and  others,  for  public  lamps 
on  Hewlett  street.  Ward  23. 

George  M.  Winslow  <&  Co.  and  others,  for  an 
electric  light  on  the  corner  of  North  and  Cross 
streets. 

M.  Clark  and  others,  for  public  lamps  on  Mor- 
ris street.  Ward  1. 

F.  W.  Webster  and  others,  for  public  lamps  on 
Nonquit  street.  Ward  24. 

F.  Lovis  and  others,  for  public  lamps  on  Erie 
avenue. 

Charles  H.  Souther  and  others,  for  public 
lamps  on  Allandale  street. 

James  H.  Nugent  and  others,  for  an  electric 
light  on  Roxbury  street,  opposite  the  Municipal 
Court  House. 

Petitions  for  Steam  Engines, 

On  the.  following  petitions,  viz. : 

Burrill  &  Diitton,  to  erect  and  use  a  station- 
ai-y  steam  engine  of  two-horse  power  at  Haver- 
hill street,  corner  Traverse  street. 

Sewall  &  Day  Cordage  Company,  to  erect  and 
use  a  stationary  steam  engine  of  600-horse  power 
at  Western  avenue,  corner  Everett  street. 

Orders  of  notice  were  passed  for  hearings 
thereon,  on  Monday,  Nov.  28,  1887,  at  4  o'clock 
P.M. 

FANEUIL    HALL. 

Aid.  Lee  presented  the  petition  of  M.  M.  Cun- 
niff  and  others,  for  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  for  a 
political  meeting  Tuesday  evening.  Nov.  8,  1887. 

In  connection  with  the  foregoing  petition  Aid. 
Lee  offered  an  order— That  the  use  of  Faneuil 
Hall  be  granted  on  the  usual  conditions  to  M.  M. 
Cunniff  and  others,  for  Tuesday  evening,  Nov. 
8,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  a  political  meeting. 

Order  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 
Aid.  Lee  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

Later  in  the  session  Aid.  Donovan  moved  to 
reconsider ;  lost. 

STABLE  ON  ALPINE  STREET. 

The  Board  next  proceeded  to  take  up  special 
assignment,  viz. : 

8.  Report  of  Committee  on  Health,  Aid.  Allen 
dissenting,  in  favor  of  granting  lease  to  Joanna 
C.  Nason  to  occupy  a  wooden  addition  to  build- 
ing on  Alpine  street,  for  a  stable. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  acceptance  of  the  report. 

Aid.  Carroll— For  the  information  of  the 
Board,  if  I  understand  it,  the  question  we  are  to 
act  on  is  the  acceptance  of  the  majority  report. 

The  Chairman — Certainly,  sir. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  leave  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions,  yeas  8,  nays  3: 

Yeas— Aid.     Bromwich,     Carroll,     Donovan, 


Haynes,  Lee,  Maguire,   McLaughlin,    Sullivan 
—8. 

Nays— Aid.  Allen,  Capen,  N.  G.  Smith— 3. 

Aid.  Carroll  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

REPORTS  OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

The  following  reports  were  received: 

Quarterly  report  of  overseers  of  the  poor. 

Quarterly  report  of  the  water  registrar. 

Quarterly  report  of  the  directors  of  East  Bos 
ton  ferries. 

Quarterly  report  of  city  clerk. 

Quarterly  report  of  inspectors  of  vessels  and 
ballast. 

Report  from  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners 
of  the  tires  and  alarms  for  the  month  of  Octo- 
ber, 1887,  as  follows: 

Bell  alarms 40 

Still  alarms 27 

Total 67 

Auditor's  monthly  exhibit  (City  Doc.  158.) 
Monthly  statement  of  the  city  treasurer  (City 
Doc.  157.) 
Severally  sent  down. 

Communication  from   trustees   of  Mt.    Hope 
Cemetery,  asking  for  a  transfer  of  $343.41. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mt.  Vernon  Street. 
The  following  was  also  received: 

Office  of  City  Surveyor,  ) 
Nov.  7,  1887.  J 

To  tne  Honorable  Board  of  Aldermen. 

In  compliance  with  the  order  of  your  Board, 
passed  October  10,  I  herewith  respectfully  sub- 
mit a  plan  and  profile  of  Mt.  Vernon  street; 
showing  "a  continuously  descending  grade"  of 
said  street  between  grade  "B"  at  Temple  street 
and  Charles  street.  Thomas  W.  Davis, 

City  Surveyor. 
Placed  on  file. 

constable's  bond. 

The  constable's  bond  of  Leavitt  B.  Palmer  was 
presented,  duly  certified. 
Approved  by  the  Board. 

SEWERS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Sewers  (Aid.) : 

Report  and  order— That  the  sewer  assessment 
levied  against  the  estate  of  Arthur  E.  Cufnin  for 
a  sewer  in  Lincoln  street,  Ward  25,  amounting 
to  $218.20,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  abated  on 
account  of  no  benefit. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Margaret  Denvir, 
owner  of  certain  estates  on  Lincoln  street,  Brigh- 
ton, for  abatement  of  a  portion  of  the  sewer  as- 
sessments against  said  estates,  which  at  the 
time  of  the  assessments  stood  in  the  name  of 
Arthur  E.  Cufflin  —  That  the  petitioner  have 
leave  to  withdraw. 

Report  accepted. 

claims. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Claims: 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Harry  F.  Adams  and 
others,  administrators,  to  be  paid  the  sum  of 
$7667.60,  alleged  to  be  due  to  the  late  Samuel  G. 
Adams,  on  account  of  dog  licenses  issued  by 
him  while  superintendent  of  police— Recom- 
mending that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  with- 
draw. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Angus  L.  Fraser,  for 
compensation  on  account  of  the  death  of  his 
minor  son  at  the  City  Hospital,  due  to  negli- 
gence of  the  city's  agents— Recommending  that 
the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw. 

Reports  severally  accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Alice  M.  Cullinane, 
for  compensation  for  personal  injuries  received 
Dec.  10,  1884,  from  being  knocked  down  by  a 
horse  driven  by  an  assistant  engineer  of  the 
Fire  Department- Recommending  reference  of 
the  same  to  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners. 

Report  accepted  and  reference  ordered.  Sent 
down. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Michael  C.  Collins 
to  be  paid  balance  arising  from  tax  sale  of  estate 
16  Rochester  street,  having  considered  the  sub- 
ject respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order. 

Ordered,  That  the  city  treasurer  be  authorized 
to  pay  to  Michael  C.  Collins  the  sum  of  $145.80, 
said  amount  being  the  balance  remaining  from 
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the  sale  of  an  estate  situated  on  16  Rochester 
street  and  held  hy  the  city  of  Boston  under 
Chapter  12,  Section  35  of  the  Public  Statutes  and 
Chapter  162  of  the  Acts  of  1884. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

STABLES. 

Aid.  Allen  for  the  Committee  on  Health  (Aid.) 
submitted  the  following: 

Report  that  leave  be  granted,  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions, to  occupy  stables  as  follows: 

French  &  Co.,  proposed  woocien  and  Drick, 
20  horses,  on  Athens  street,  near  corner  B  street, 
Ward  13. 

F.  S.  Parsons,  M.D,,  proposed  wooden,  one 
horse,  Dorchester  avenue,  rear  1438,  Ward  24. 

Charles  T.  Nowell,  proposed  wooden,  two 
horses,  Gleason  street.  Ward  24. 

Mies  Bros.,  old  wooden  and  iron  building,  ten 
horses,  Rutherford  avenue,  near  Essex  street, 
Ward  4. 

Sarah  J.  Plummer,  proposed  wooden,  Irwo 
horses,  River  street,  near  Stoughton  school- 
house,  Ward  24. 

Reports  accepted,  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

PROJECTIONS. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith,  for  the  Committee  on  In- 
spection of  Buildings  (Aid.)  submitted  reports 
recommending  that  permits  be  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions  as  follows: 

John  G.  Benedict,  to  project  a  druggists'  mor- 
tar from  building  corner  of  Chandler  and  Dart- 
mouth streets. 

Charles  F.  Byam,  for  First  Baptist  Church,  to 
project  a  lamp  in  front  of  said  church,  on  Aus- 
tin street,  Charlestown. 

George  Mack,  to  project  a  bay-window  from 
building  No.  1  Longwood  avenue. 

Reports  accepted,  permits  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions, 

INSPECTION  OF    BUILDINGS. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith,  for  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  the  Department  for  the  Inspection  of 
Buildings,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  and  order— That  the  inspector  of  build- 
ings be  authorized  to  issue  a  permit  to  Herbert 
Loud  to  build,  outside  the  building  limits,  a 
wooden  addition  to  building  on  Condor  street, 
rear  of  100-50,  Ward  1.  in  excess  of  size  allowed, 
and  without  the  construction  of  a  brick  wall  as 
required  by  the  ordinances,  and  in  accordance 
with  an  application  on  file  in  the  Department 
for  the  Inspection  of  Buildings ;  said  addition  to 
be  occupied  for  blacksmith  work,  main  building 
occupied  for  machine  work. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  undet  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving  (Aid.) : 

Reports  and  orders— That  licenses  he  granted 
on  the  usual  conditions,  as  follows : 

Frederick  A.  &  Henry  Whitwell,  executors  of 
estate  No.  94  Federal  street,  and  Henry  A.  Whit- 
ney, trustee  of  estate  of  William  B.  Spooner,  No, 
8  Leather  square,  to  construct  and  maintain  a 
narrow  passageway  under  and  across  Leather 
square,  connecting  the  basements  of  No.  94  Fed- 
eral street  and  No.  8  Leather  square. 

Mrs.  M.  F.  Prescott,  owner  of  estate  No.  15  How- 
ard street,  to  construct  and  maintain  two  iron 
pipes  under  and  across  said  Howard  street,  for 
the  purpose  of  securing  steam  for  heating  pur- 
poses. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order — That  a  license  he  granted 
to  the  city  of  Boston,  (Arthur  H.  Vinal,  city  ar- 
chitect,) owner,  of  estate  on  Leverett  street,  to 
construct  and  maintain  an  iron  grating  in  front 
of  Engine  House  No.  6,  in  the  sidewalk  in  front 
of  its  said  estate. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Reports  and  orders — That  the  superintendent 
of  streets  he  directed  to  pave  the  sidewalk  with 
brick  in  front  of  the  following  estates: 

John  B.  Davidson,  No.  37  Parker  street,  and 
Harvey  J.  Roundy,  No.  35  Parker  street. 

N.  S.  Lawrence,  Nos.  98  and  100  Roxbury  street. 

Paul  Barron  Weston,  No.  102  to  110  inclusive, 
Hammond  street,  and  No.  1  Warwick  street. 

William  T.  Eaton,  Nos.  167  and  169  Emerson 
street. 


John  L.  Gardner,  on  Tremont  and  Ferdinand 
streets. 

Lewis  J.  Bird,  No.  615  Warren  street. 

A.  H.  Caton,  Nos.  459  and  461  Beacon  street. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order — That  the  Superintendent  of 
streets  be  directed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones 
and  pave  the  sidewalk  with  brick  in  front  of 
estate  of  Thomas  Grimes,  corner  O  and  First 
streets. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order — That  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  he  directed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones 
in  front  of  the  estate  of  O.  H.  Drisko  &^Son,  No. 
226  Huntington  avenue. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

electric  wires. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Electric  Wires : 

Report  on  the  petition  of  the  Charlestown  Gas 
Company,  for  leave  to  erect  and  maintain  six 
electric  poles  on  Dorrance  street,  Ward  4— Rec- 
ommending the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order : 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Charlestown  Gas  Companv  to  erect  six  poles  for 
the  support  of  wires  m  the  following-named 
street  in  Charlestown,  at  points  designated  by 
red  dots  on  a  plan  made  by  Charles  A.  Pearson, 
dated  Sept.  26,  1887,  and  deposited  in  the  office 
of  the  superintendent  of  streets,  viz. :  Dorrance 
street. 

[Appended  were  the  usual  printed  conditions.] 

Report  on  the  petition  of  the  Boston  Electric 
Wire  Company,  for  leave  to  relocate  one  pole  on 
Eliot  street— Recommending  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order : 

Ordered.  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Boston  Electric  Light  Company  to  relocate  a 
pole  for  the  support  of  wires  in  the  following- 
named  street,  in  Boston  to  a  point  designated  by 
red  dot  on  a  plan  made  by  M.  V.  Fitzsimmons, 
dated  Oct.  24,  1887,  and  deposited  in  the  office 
of  the  superintendent  of  streets,  viz. :  Eliot 
street. 

[Appended  were  the  usual  printed  conditions.] 

Report  on  the  petition  of  the  New  England 
Telegraph  and  Telephone  Company,  for  leave  to 
relocate  one  pole  on  Chelsea  street,  Ward  3 — 
Recommending  the  passage  of  the  accompany- 
ing order : 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
New  England  Telegraph  and  Telephone  Com- 
pany to  relocate  a  pole  for  the  support  of  wires 
in  the  following-named  street  in  Chaiiestown, 
to  a  point  designated  by  a  red  dot  on  a  plan  made 
by  Charles  R.  Hunt,  dated  April  3,  1880,  and  de- 
posited in  the  office  of  the  superintentent  of 
streets,  viz. :  Chelsea  street,  near  Prospect  street. 

[Appended  were  the  usual  printed  conditions.] 

Report  on  the  petition  of  the  Board  of  Fire 
Commissioners,  for  leave  to  erect  and  maintain 
a  fire  alarm  telegraph  pole  on  Appleton  street- 
Recommending  the  passage  of  the  accompany- 
ing order : 

Ordered.  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  to  relocate  a  pole 
for  the  support  of  wires  in  the  following-named 
street  in  Boston  to  a  point  designated  by  a  red 
dot  on  a  plan  made  by  Thomas  W.  Davis,  dated 
Sept.  26,  1887,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the 
superintendent  of  streets,  viz. :  Appleton  street. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  the  Board  of  Fire 
Commissioners  for  leave  to  relocate  a  pole  on 
Howard  avenue,  Dorchester— Recommending 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered.  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  to  relocate  a  pole 
for  the  support  of  wires  in  the  following-named 
street  in  Dorchester,  to  a  point  designated  by  a 
red  dot  on  a  plan  made  by  Thomas  W.  Davis, 
dated  October  17,  1887,  and  deposited  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  viz.: 
Howard  avenue. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  the  Boston  Electric 
Light  Company,  for  leave  to  remove  four  poles 
from  Emerson  street,  South  Boston,  and  locate 
the  same  on  Fourth  street,  South  Boston— Rec- 
ommending the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
orders : 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Boston  Electric  Light  Company  to  erect  four 
poles  for  the  support  of  wires  in  the  following- 
named  street  in  South  Boston,  at  points  desig- 
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nated  by  red  dots  on  a  plan  made  by  M.  W. 
Fitzsimmons,  dated  Nov.  7,  1887,  and  deposited 
in  the  office  of  the  superintendent  of  streets, 
viz. :  Fourth  street,  between  I  and  K  streets. 

[Following  were  the  usual  printed  conditions.] 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Electric  Light  Com- 
pany be  authorized  to  remove  four  poles  from 
Emerson  street.  South  Boston. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Elizabeth  B.  Hayden 
and  others,  for  the  removal  of  the  police  signal 
box  located  at  the  corner  of  Clarendon  and 
Beacon  streets— Recommending  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Gamewell  Fire  Alarm  & 
Telegraph  Company  be,  and  the  same  are,  hereby 
requested  to  remove  the  police  signal  box  lo- 
cated at  the  corner  of  Clarendon  and  Beacon 
streets. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  severally  passed  un- 
der suspension  of  the  rule. 

STEAM   ENGINES, 

Ald.HAYNES,  for  the  Committee  on  Steam  En- 
gines, submitted  reports  recommending  that  a 
permit  be  granted  on  the  usual  conditions  to  lo- 
cate and  use  steam  boilers  for  heating  purposes, 
as  follows : 

Sarah  W.  Storey,  six-horse  power,  271  North 
Beacon  street. 

Nathan  Tufts,  20-horse  power,  Front  street, 
near  Mason  street. 

Isaac  B.  Rich,  25-horse  power,  24-38  Howard 
street. 

William  T.  Eaton,  20-horse  power,  Emerson 
street,  near  M  street. 

F.  E.  Wilber,  six-horse  power,  Crawford  street, 
corner  Humboldt  avenue. 

Francis  Hathaway,  11-horse  power,  560-570  At- 
lantic avenue. 

A.  S.  Whitman,  seven-horse  power,  1  Union 
Park. 

H.  A.  Whitney,  15-horse  power,  453  Beacon 
street. 

Thomas  R.  White.  10-horse  power,  287,  289,  291, 
293  West  Chester  Park. 

Carter,  Rice  &  Co.,  26-horse  power,  240-240  Dev- 
onshire street,  rear  of. 

Patrick  Meehan,  10-horse  power,  Washington 
street,  corner  Greene  street,  West  Roxbury. 

Bay  Slate  Trust  Company,  15-horse  power,  87 
Boylston  street. 

W.  H.  Emmons,  trustee,  18-horse  powe"  35 
Temple  place. 

Mrs.  E.  S.  Eldridge,  10-horse  power  28  Beacon 
street. 

James  R.  Daley,  seven-horse  power.  Kensing- 
ton street,  near  Bainbridge  street. 

City  of  Boston,  20-horse  power,  Harvard  street 
(Charlestown  District),  "Harvard  School." 

City  of  Boston.  20-horse  power,  Boylston  street, 
"Police  station." 

City  of  Boston,  33-horse  power,  Tennyson 
street,  "Starr  King  School." 

City  of  Boston,  15-horse  power,  Bailey  street, 
near  Dorchester  avenue. 

F.  W.  Webster,  20-horse  power,  Dudley  street, 
near  New  York  &  New  England  railroad. 

East  Boston  Savings  Bank,  15-hor.se  power,  16 
Maverick  square. 

Mrs.  E.  J.  F.  jertz,  10-horse  power,  32  Appleton 
street. 

•James  Dooling,  six-horse  power,  1490  Washing- 
ton street. 

E.  B  Horn,  18-horse  power,  270  West  Newton 
street, 

James  T.  Eldredge  and  others,  38-horse  power, 
239-243  Tremont  street. 

Henry  J.  Seiler,  10-horse  power,  2150  Washing- 
ton street. 

H.  N.  Allen,  three-horse  power,  Sanborn  street, 
near  Harvard  street. 

A.  J.  Wilkinson  &  Co.,  12-horse  power,  base- 
ment of  184  Washington  street.  Ward  7.  .    , 

John  Dodge,  four-horse  power,  La  Grange 
street,  near  Centre  street,  West  Roxbury. 

Bunker  Hill  Cyclorama  Association,  43-horse 
power,  Tremont  street,  corner  Chandler  street. 

Reports  severally  accepted ;  leave  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions.     . 

ELECTION    RETURNS. 

Aid.  Maguire  offered  an  order— That  a  special 
committee  be  appointed  to  examine  the  returns 
of  votes  cast  at  the  State  election,  held  on  Tues- 
day, November  8th. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  and  the 
whole  Board  were  appointed  said  committee  by 
the  chairman. 


CLOSING  OF  WASHINGTON  STREET  TO  HORSECAR 
TRAVEL. 

Aid.  Maguire  offered  an  order— That  Wash- 
ington street,  between  State  and  Milk  street,  be 
closed  to  horsecar  travel  during  the  repairing  of 
said  street:  to  begin  Wednesdav  next,  at  7 
o'clock  A.  M. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

CLOSING  OF  CONGRESS-STREET  BRIDGE. 

Aid.  Maguire  offered  an  order— That  Con- 
gress-street bridge  be  closed  to  publie  travel  on 
Sundays  until  the  completion  of  the  repairs 
upon  the  same. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

CLOSING  OF  CHARLES-RIVER  BRIDGE. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an  order  —  That  the 
superintendent  of  bridges  is  hereby  authorized 
to  close  Charles-river  bridge  to  public  travel  on 
Thursday,  Nov.  10,  or  during  the  making  of 
necessary  repairs. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

LICENSES. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  recommending  that 
minors'  licenses  be  granted  to  eight  newsboys, 
five  bootblacks  and  three  peddlers. 

Severally  accepted,  and  licenses  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 

WATER  BILLS. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  be  requested  to  in- 
vestigate and  report  to,  the  City  Council,  as  to 
whether  all  boards  in  charge  of  departments 
have  complied  with  Chapter  31,  Section  3  of  the 
ordinances  of  1887. 

Order  passed.    Sent  down. 

Aid.  Lee  in  the  chair. 

ACCTDENT  ON  WARREN  BRIDGE. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Bridges  be  requested  to  investi- 
gate and  report  the  facts  concerning  the  acci- 
dent which  occurred  on  Warren  bridge  on  the 
6th  inst. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule.  Sent 
down. 

WATER-CLOSETS  IN  TUCKERMAN   SCHOOL. 

Aid.  Bromwich  offered  an  order— That  the 
superintendent  of  public  buildings  be  author- 
ized to  provide  water  closets  in  place  of  the 
privies  now  in  use  at  the  Tuckerman  school- 
house,  South  Boston,  at  an  expense  not  exceed- 
ing $2500 ;  and  that  the  city  auditor  be  author- 
ized to  transfer  for  such  purpose,  the  sum  of 
$2500  from  the  appropriation  for  wharf,  Paving 
Department. 

Aid.  Bromwich  moved  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Aid.  Carroll  moved  as  an  amendment  that 
the  matter  be  referred  to  the  Committee,  on 
Public  Buildings  to  consider  the  necessity. 

Aid.  Bromwich— It  will  have  to  go  before  the 
Finance  Committee  finally. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  appreciate  what  the  gentle- 
man says,  but  let  us  find  the  necessity  first. 
First  find  the  necessity,  and  then  we  can  discuss 
where  the  money  is  to  come  from. 

Aid.  Bromwich— As  I  understand  it  this  has 
been  brought  before  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  and  I  have  seen  the  superintendent 
and  he  has  a  plan,  I  believe,  made  out  to  sub- 
mit when  the  proper  time  comes.  The  idea  is  to 
make  a  flush  vault.  It  is  very  necessary  that  it 
should  be  done  immediately  as  there  is  a  large 
hotel  of  five  flats— 10  families— within  25  or  30 
feet  of  these  privies,  and  it^  is  necessary  that 
some  immediate  action  should  be  taken  or  else 
it  will  be  very  detrimentat  to  the  parties  who 
have  built  this  hotel  I  thought  that  the  best  and 
quickest  way  to  have  this  come  to  a  final  close 
was  to  refer  it  to  the  Finance  Committee,  and 
they  would  send  for  the  superintendent  and 
have  his  views  on  it.  I  hope  that  the  alderman 
opposite  will  allow  it  to  go  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee, and  that  will  hasten  the  order. 

Aid.  Carroll— In  making  this  reference  you 
will  find,  and  the  members  of  the  Board  will 
find,  that  the  transfer  is  meant  to  be  taken  from 
the  Paving  Department.  If  any  member  of  the 
Board  presented  an  order,  no  matter  how  equit- 
able, honest  or  fair,  and  that  order  was  to  touch 
one  five-cent  piece  of  that  money,  you  would  find 
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the  gentleman  who  has  taken  his  seat  the  first 
man  to  enter  an  objection  to  it.  Now  I  say,  for 
one,  it  isn't  a  proper  way  of  doing-  business.  Let 
the  superintendent  of  buildings  or  the  Commit- 
tee on  Buildings  inquire  into  it  and  find  the 
merits,  and  let  them  report  to  us.  so  we  may 
know  the  cost.  After  such  a  presentation  is 
made  here  it  can  be  referred  to  the  Finance 
Committee  to  provide  the  means.  I  object  to  the 
method  and  manner  proposed  in  this  case.  When 
I  have  presented  orders  here  in  the  past  with  as 
much  justice  and  equity  and  fairness,  they  have 
been  referred  in  the  same  way  to  the  different 
committees :  and  for  one  I  think,  in  justice  to 
the  committee,  we  should  first  know  about  it. 
Let  us  know  the  cost  of  this  proposed  work  and 
the  merit,  and  then  refer  the  matter  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Aid.  Bromwich — As  a  member  of  the  Paving 
Committee,  I  would  be  one  of  tbe  last  to  take 
any  appropriation  from  the  Paving  Department. 
This  was  an  appropriation  of  .§50,000  to  purchase 
a  wharf.  That  wharf  was  purchased  for  $24,000. 
An  order  was  put  in  here  for  the  balance  to  be 
expended  in  fitting  up  the  wharf.  Fifteen  thou- 
sand dollars  will  be  necessary,  as  I  heard  was 
considered  by  the  Finance  Committee,  and  we 
will  find  out  whether  it  is  a  fact  or  not.  to  fix 
up  this  wharf,  leaving  a  balance  of  811,000. 
Now,  that  811.000  can  be  used,  as  I  under- 
stand it,  for  the  benefit  of  other  places. 
If  it  is  not  used  for  the  wharf,  it  will 
probably  be  transferred  to  the  Paving  Depart- 
ment, so  that  this  811,000  will  stand  there,  and  I 
think  it  is  proper  to  take  82500  of  that  to  remedy 
a  very  unhealthful  place,  which  is  a  detriment 
to  the  neighborhood.    Those  are  my  reasons. 

Aid.  Carroll's  amendment,  that  the  order  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings, 
was  declared  adopted. 

Aid.  Bromwich  doubted  the  vote,  and  called 
for  a  verification  by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  amendment  was  adopted:  yeas  7.  nays  5: 

Yeas— Aid.  Capen,  Carroll,  Donovan,  Lee,  Ma- 
guire,  McLaughlin,  Sullivan— 7. 

Nays — Aid.  Allen,  Bromwich,  Havnes,  N.  G. 
Smith,  C.  W.  Smith— 5. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Buildings. 

CURBING  AROUND  PUBLIC  GARDEN  POND. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  offered  an  order— That  the 
superintendent  of  Common  be  authorized  to 
repair  the  curbing  surrounding  the  public  gar- 
den pond,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  81500; 
and  that  the  city  auditor  be  authorized  to  trans- 
fer for  such  purpose  the  sum  of  $1500  from  the 
appropriation  for  wharf,  Paving  Department. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Common,  etc., 
on  motion  of  Aid.  C.  W.  Smith. 

STREET-CAR  BLOCKADES. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  submitted  the  following: 

In  consideration  of  the  fact  that  the  street 
railroads  of  this  city  have  virtually  passed  under 
one  management,  and  that  this  Board  has  al- 
ways been  lead  to  believe  that  such  consolida- 
tion would  relieve  the  blockades  of  cars  for  our 
streets,  I  would  offer  the  following;  resolution : 

"Be  it  resolved,  that  in  the  opinion  of  this 
Board,  the  time  has  now  arrived  when  a  practi- 
cal solution  of  the  problem  can  be  made  regard- 
ing the  blockades  of  cars  in  our  streets,  particu- 
larly Washington  and  Trernont  streets;  this 
Board  does,  therefore,  recommend  the  manage- 
ment of  the  West  End  Railroad  Company  to  take 
such  measures  as  will,  in  their  judgment,  pro- 
duce such  a  result  as  speedily  as  possible. 

"Be  it  also  resolved,  that  should  no  action  be 
taken  by  the  new  management  of  the  West 
End  railroad,  looking  to  such  a  result,  that  this 
Board  shall  appoint  a  committee  to  take  "the 
whole  subject  into  consideration,  and  cause  the 
Laws  and  Ordinances  relating  to  this  subject, 
and  all  other  matters  pertaining  to  it,  to  be 
rigidly  enforced  without  delay." 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  moved  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  Railroads. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  move  that  that  be  indefi- 
nitely postponed.  I  think  the  gentleman  makes 
an  assertion  there  that  is  devoid  of  truth,  and 
that  every  member  of  the  Board  knows  should 
not  be  considered  in  this  Board.  As  a  matter  of 
fact  every  member  of  the  Board  knows  that  the 
management  of  the  railroads  has  not  passed  un- 
der one  head.  Until  such  a  time  arrives,  and  a 
member  of  the  Board  is  in  a  position  to  say  that 
such  is  a  fact,  it  ill  becomes  any  member,  in  my 


opinion,  to  offer  any  such  resolve,  and  for  that 
reason  I  move  its  indefinite  postponement. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— 1  don't  say  they  have ;  I  say 
that  virtually  they  have. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  would  like  to  hear  the  first 
part  of  that  read.  I  think  I  interpret  the  Eng- 
lish language  as  well  as  the  alderman  does. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  say  that 
under  the  rule  the  motion  to  refer  takes  prece- 
dence. 

The  question  came  on  the  motion  to  refer,  and 
Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  motion  was  lost ;  yeas  5,  nays  7 : 

Yeas— Aid.  Allen.  Bromwich,  Haynes,  N.  G. 
Smith,  C.  W.  Smith— 5. 

Nays — Aid.  Capen,  Carroll,  Donovan,  Lee,  Ma- 
guire,  McLaughlin,  Sullivan— 7. 

Aid.  Carroll  moved  that  further  considera- 
tion of  the  matter  be  indefinitely  postponed,  and 
on  that  motion  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  was  car- 
ried, yeas  7,  nays  5: 

Yeas— Aid.  Capen,  Carroll,  Donovan,  Lee,  Ma- 
guire,  McLaughlin,  Sullivan— 7. 

Nays— Aid.  Allen,  Bromwich,  Haynes,  N.  G. 
Smith,  C.  W.  Smith-5. 

AERIAL  TURN-TABLE  TRUCK. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an  order— That  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  be  authorized  to 
purchase  one  first-class  patent  aerial  turn-table 
truck,  for  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  S3800, 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  new  ap- 
paratus, Fire  Department. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Aid.  Allen— Does  that  order  come  from  any 
committee? 

The  Chairman— There  is  nothing  on  the  paper 
to  indicate  that  it  does. 

The  order  was  referred,  on  motion  of  Aid. 
Allen,  to  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department. 
(See  later  in  the  session.) 

DEPARTMENT  FOR  INSPECTION  OF  BUILDINGS. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  offered  the  following : 
An  Ordinance 
To  Amend  Chapter 48 of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1885. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 

follows: 

Section  2  of  Chapter  48  of  the  Revised  Ordi- 
nances of  1885  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out 
the  words  "and  topped  out  12  inches  above  the 
roof  and  covered  with  metallic  covering,''printed 
on  the  23d,  24th  and  25th  lines  of  page  154  of  said 
ordinances,  and  substituting  therefor  the  words, 
"to  the  underside  of  the  roof  covering,  which 
shall  be  laid  and  embedded  in  mortar  upon  the 
walls." 

Aid.  Carroll  moved  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Department  for  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  would  not  object  to  that 
reference  if  it  were  possible  to  get  a  quorum  of 
that  committee,  but  I  don't  think  there  has  been 
a  quorum  for  some  six  months,  except  on  one  or 
two  rare  occasions.  The  alderman  making  the 
motion  has  not  been  there  at  all,  I  believe. 
That  ordinance  was  drawn  by  the  inspector  of 
buildings,  and  it  was  at  his  request  I  offered  it. 
I  know  the  ordinance  has  been  very  difficult  for 
him  to  enforce,  and  it  has  been  a  grievance  to 
the  public.  I  think  one  of  the  aldermen  in  1  his 
Board  has  had  an  experience  with  that  ordi- 
nance. The  fact  is,  when  a  party  is  required  to 
force  that  wall  through  his  roof,  he  mars  the 
architecture  of  that  building,  and  sometimes 
completely  spoils  its  looks.  It  is  very  rarely 
that  the  ordinance  is  enforced.  The  inspector 
himself  believes  it  should  not  be  on  the  ordi- 
nance books,  and  that  this  suggestion  he  makes 
will  be  in  the  interest  of  the  public.  It  seems  to 
me  if  it  is  referred  to  that  committee  it  will  sim- 
ply come  back  with  the  report  that  it  ought  to 
pass.  It  should  be  referred,  in  my  judgment, 
to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  who  are  com- 
petent to  investigate  it ;  and  if  they  require  any 
further  knowledge  than  they  at  present  have, 
or  will  have  when  they  receive  it,  it  can  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings. But  as  it  is  now  it  comes  from  the  Inspec- 
tors' Department,  and  whatever  he  recommends 
it  has  been  the  custom  of  the  committee  to  ap- 
prove, as  they  undoubtedly  would  in  this  case. 

Aid.  Carroll — No  committee  has  approved 
this. 

Aid.  N.    G.   Smith— No.   but  it  should  be 
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referred,  I  say,  to  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances rather  than  to  the  Committee  on 
Inspection  of  Buildings.  I  don't  want  to  pass 
it  without  reference,  and  it  seems  to  me  a 
proper  time  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  who  have  to  do  with  that  particular 
branch  of  the  city's  business,  and  I  move  as  an 
amendment  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances. 

Aid.  Carroll— Fortunately  or  otherwise  I  am 
a  member  of  both  committees,  and  when  the 
gentleman  makes  the  statement  in  this  Board 
that  I  nave  not  attended  the  meetings  of  the 
Committee  on  Inspection  of  Buildings— if  he 
means  to  state  that  as  a  truth— he  never  stated 
a  more  complete  falsehood  in  his  life.  I  have 
attended  the  meetings  of  that  committee  re- 
peatedly. I  may  not  be  as  physically  able  to  go 
as  he  is,  at  times.  I  may  not  have  been  for  two 
or  three  months,  but  I  have  beeh  to  the  meet- 
ings of  the  Committee  on  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings, and  he  knows  it.  He  has  appointed  me 
himself  as  chairman  of  sub-committees,  and  I 
have  gone  to  those  meetings  when  I  felt  I  could 
go.  I  say  when  he  presents  an  order  here  and 
as  he  personally  has  submitted  to  the  chief  in- 
spector, he  is  not  doing  just  right.  Between  him 
and  myself  sits  another  alderman  who  is  also  a 
member  of  that  committee,  and  I  think  he  has 
attended  its  meetings.  I  cannot  for  the  life  of 
me  see  any  harm  in  having-  it  go  before  the  com- 
mittee that  should  consider  it.  I  will  assure 
him  I  will  be  at  the  meeting  of  the  committee 
to  meet  Mr.  Damrell  and  ask  his  opinion,  and 
he  will  bear  me  out  in  this,  that  while  he  has 
been  a  member  of  that  committee  with  me,  I 
have  never  differed  with  any  request  made  by 
Mr.  Damrell,  because  I  yie]d  my  opinion  to  his 
superior  judgment,  as  a  completelvindication  of 
any  action  I  may  take  or  any  vote  I  may  give. 
But  in  regard  to  the  suggestion  of  the  alderman 
to  refer  this  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  I 
want  to  tell  the  gentleman,  if  he  does  not  know 
it,  that  something  which  has  not  been  done  by 
that  committee  since  I  have  been  a  member  of  it, 
is  to  consider  the  merits  of  a  case.  They  simply 
say  whether  an  ordinance  should  or  should  not 
pass,  and  other  gentlemen  will  bear  me  out 
when  I  say  that  although  we  may  have  the 
power  we  seldom  use  it,  to  consider  the  merits 
of  a  question.  We  simply  say  whether  an  order 
is  in  proper  form  or  not.  That  is  all  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  has  done  since  I  have 
been  a  member  of  it,  and  any  gentleman  on  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  will  appreciate  the 
truth  of  what  I  say.  I  hope  the  Board  will  send 
it  to  the  committee  it  belongs  to— the  Commit- 
tee on  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  always  see  much  merit  in 
what  the  gentleman  on  my  left  says,  and,  as  I 
said  before,  he  has  very  rarely  attended  the 


meetings  of  that  committee  this  year.  I  don't 
think  he  has  been  there,  all  told,  a  dozen  times. 
I  think  I  am  safe  in  that.  But  since  he  states  in 
the  Board  that  he  will  be  at  the  next  meeting, 
to  act  on  the  order,  I  will  withdraw  rny  order, 
Mr.  Chairman.    That  is  all  I  want. 

Aid.  Donovan— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,— un- 
der the  Joint  Rules  the  ordinance  must  go  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances. 

The  Chair— The  Chair  would  rule  at  this  time 
that  the  point  of  order  raised  by  the  gentleman 
is  not  well  taken,  because  reference  can  be  made 
to  any  joint  committee,  and  then  afterwards, 
under  the  Joint  Rules,  it  can  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  to  pass  on  its  form — 
not  to  consider  the  merits  of  the  case,  whatever. 
But  it  is  now  in  the  power  of  the  Board  to  refer 
to  any  joint  committee. 

Aid.  Donovan— I  desire  to  call  the  Chair's  at- 
tention to  Rule  2,  Section  2,  of  the  Joint  Rules. 

The  Chair— The  alderman  will  please  read  it. 

Aid.  Donovan— "A  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
to  consist  of  three  aldermen  and  five  council- 
men,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  all  ordinances 
introduced  by  either  branch."  It  will  require  a 
suspension  of  the  rule  to  do  other  than  refer 
that  ordinance,  it  being  introduced  into  this 
branch,  to  any  other  committee  than  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances. 

The  Chair— The  Chair  will  rule  the  point  of 
order  raised  by  the  gentleman  not  well  taken, 
but  would  say  that  before  this  ordinance  can  be 
put  on  its  passage  it  must  be  referred,  in  some 
form,  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  under 
the  Joint  Rules. 

Aid.  Donovan— The  Joint  Rules  provide  for 
reference  to— 

The  Chair— It  is  in  the  power  of  this  Board  to 
move  the  reference  of  this  ordinance  to  any 
joint  committee.  The  Chair  will  so  rule.  The 
question  is  on  the  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll. 

Aid.  Donovan— I  must  at  this  time  appeal 
from  the  ruling  of  the  Chair.  I  insist  that  it 
must  require  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

The  Chair— The  question  is  on  the  motion  to 
refer  to  the  Committee  on  Department  for  In- 
spection of  Buildings.  All  in  favor  say  aye, 
those  opposed  no,  it  is  a  vote ;  and  the  appeal 
was  not  seconded  [laughter.] 

reconsideration. 

Aid.  Allen  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  on 
the  order  in  regard  to  aerial  turntable  truck, 
referred,  on  his  motion,  to  the  Committee  on 
Fire  Department.  The  reconsideration  pre- 
vailed, and  the  order  was  passed. 

Aid.  Sullivan  moved  to  reconsider. 

The  Chairman— It  is  not  in  order.  It  has  been 
once  reconsidered. 

Adjourned,  at  5.30  P.M.,  on  motion  of  Aid. 
Haynes. 
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Thursday,  Nov.  10,  1887. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  at 
7.30  P.M.,  President  Barry  in  the  chair,  and  a 
quorum  of  members  present. 

SEWER    DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order  — That  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  be  requested  to  con- 
sider and  report  what  changes,  if  any,  are  neces- 
sary to  be  made  in  Chapter  25  of  the  Revised  Or- 
dinances of  1885. 
■  Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances. 

WHARF,     PAVING    DEPARTMENT— TRANSFER    OF 
BALANCE. 

Mr.  Fowler  offered  an  order— That  the  city 
auditor  be  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  to  trans- 
fer all  the  unexpected  balance  of  the  special 
appropriation  for  "wharf,  Paving  Department," 
to  the  appropriation  for  Paving  Department. 

Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Fowler  moved  a  suspension  of  Joint 
Rule  15. 

Mr.  Lauten— I  would  like  to  ask  an  explana- 
tion about  that  matter. 

Mr.  Fowler— Mr.  President,  I  understand 
that  by  economical  management  and  a  prudent 
spending  of  this  money  about  $7000  to  $8000  was 
saved,  and  I  think  it  ought  to  be  spent  in  the 
Paving  Department,  and  kept  where  it  belongs. 
It  was  voted  for  the  purchase  of  this  wharf  for 
paving  purposes. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  was 
ordered  to  a  second  reading,  and  assigned,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  to  8  o'clock  this  even- 
ing, he  doubting  if  there  were  48  members 
present  as  required  to  pass  the  order. 

Later  in  the  session  the  order  was  called  up 
by  Mr.  Fowler  and  passed ;  yeas  54,  nays  3 : 

Yeas — At  wood,  Barry,  Bowman.  Burr,  Carroll, 
Carstensen,  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Cochran,  Cole- 
man, Connolly,  Coyle,  Davem,  Dewey.  Dolan, 
Duggan,  Fisher,  Fottler.  Fowler,  Frost.  Gomez, 
Harrington,  Keliher,  Kelley,  Lattimore.  Lauten, 
Leary,  Light.  Mahoney,  McEnariey,  McNary, 
F.  Morison.  F.  R.  Morrison.  J.  Murphy,  AV.  H. 
Murphy,  Norton,  Nun  an.  Perry,  C.  C.  Powers, 
Reilly,  Richards,  Sanger,  Shaw,  Short,  Snow, 
E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Sund- 
berg,  Teevens.  Thayer,  Tracy,  Whall,  Whitmore 

54. 

Nays— Ladd,  Perkins,  Wilson— 3. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Blume,  Desmond,  Dunn, 
Foss.  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Haggerty, 
Hayes,  Kennedy,  McKenna,  J.  J.  Murphy, 
O'Mealey,  E.  J.  Powers,  Tuttle,  Webster— 15. 

Mr.  Fowler  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.  Sent 
up. 

PAVING  DEPARTMENT, 

Mr.  Gomez  offered  an  order— That  His  Honor 
«tne  Mayor  be  requested  to  instruct  the  superin- 
tendent of  streets  to  place  the  present  force  of 
laborers  and  mechanics  in  the  Paving  Depart- 
ment upon  a  permanent  basis,  at  a  yearly  salary 
of  $626  for  laborers,  and  $929  for  mechanics. 

Specially  assigned  to  8.30  P.  M.  on  motion  of 
Mi.  Gomez. 

THE  ACCEPTANCE     OF    CHAPTER    210    FOR     THE 
RE-APPORTIONMENT  OF  COUNCILMEN. 

Mr.  Short  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule  in 
order  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances asked  for  at  the  last  meeting  might  he 
presented. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  hope  the  rule  will  not  he 
suspended,  there  being  no  reason  whatever  why 
business  should  be  delayed  and  this  matter 
brought  up  out  of  its  turn,  especially  when  there 
are  so  few  members  present.  I  trust  the  motion 
to  suspend  the  rule  will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  hope  the  rule  will  be  sus- 
pended, and  when  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
says  there  is  no  reason  why  the  rule  should  be 
suspended  at  this  time,  I  take  it  upon  myself  to 
say  that  every  gentleman  in  this  Council 
Chamber  knows  that  there  is  a  good  reason  why 


the  rule  should  be  suspended  at  this  time,  so 
that  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  may  report. 
Every  member  knows  that  the  reports  of  com- 
mittees, as  laid  down  in  the  list,  will  come  on  the 
ninth  order  of  business.  By  that  time  there  is  a 
possibility  that  the  Council  may  adjourn. 
This  report,  which  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances were  ordered  by  the  Common 
Council  and  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to 
make  tonight,  will  be  properly  reported 
before  the  time  of  adjournment,  and  it  would 
not  require  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  or 
any  member  of  it,  to  report  it  at  the  present 
time.  I  trust  that  this  report  will  be  brought  in 
tonight,  so  that  we  will  understand  what  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  have  done  after  five 
or  six  weeks'  study  on  the  order  which  was 
passed  by  this  body,  I  believe,  on  Oct.  6.  As  I 
say,  gentlemen,  this  question  should  be  dis- 
cussed by  this  body.  The  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances have  had  ample  time,  and  I  therefore 
trust,  in  order  that  there  may  be  some  fairness 
on  this  question,  that  the  rule  will  be  sus- 
pended, so  that  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
may  report. 

Mr.  Whall— I  certainly  hope  the  rule  will  not 
be  suspended.  From  the  attitude  taken  by  the 
gentleman  who  has  last  spoken,  one  would 
imagine  he  took  it  for  granted  at  least  that  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  came  here  prepared 
to  disobey  the  mandate  of  the  City  Council. 
The  gentleman  doesn't  know  whether  we  have 
a  report  here  tonight  or  not.  The  gentleman 
doesn't  know  whether  there  legally  exists  such 
an  order  as  he  has  referred  to,  namely,  a  joint 
order  of  both  branches  of  the  city  government 
compelling  the  committee  to  report.  That 
order  passed  the  Board  of  Aldermen  a  week  ago 
last  Monday.  In  due  process  of  time  it  ought 
to  have  gone  to  the  mayor  a  week  ago 
last  Tuesday.  His  Honor  the  Mayor  has  ten 
days  to  consider  whether  he  wll  sign  an 
order  or  not.  There  are  lots  of  facts  con- 
nected with  the  matter  that  the  gentleman 
himself  should  consider,  but  if  the  gentleman 
imagines  there  is  to  be  any  dickering  in  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  I,  for  one,  will  tell 
him  that  the  report  will  come  here  m  time 
enough  to  answer  all  purposes  of  the  city  elec- 
tion, i,  for  one.  pledge  the  gentleman  my  word, 
and  I  can  pledge  it  for  every  member  of  the 
committee,  that  the  committee  does  not  intend 
to  huckster  this  business.  The  report,  if  it  is 
not  here  tonight,  will  be  here  early  enough  to 
fight  the  fight  as  it  should  be  fought,  and  the 
committee  itself  is  willing  and  anxious  that  this 
matter  should  be  adjudicated  by  both  branches 
of  the  city  government.  But  I  think  the  gen- 
tleman who  made  the  motion  to  suspend  the 
rule,  and  the  gentleman  who  has  just  taken 
his  seat,  seem  to  take  it  for  granted  that 
the  committee  is  going  to  juggle  with  the 
order.  If  the  committee  had  done  its  duty, 
what  in  the  fullest  sense  which  the  gentleman 
himself  would  demand  was  time  for  a  report 
would  not  have  expired  until  tonight.under  our 
rules.  This  is  the  meeting  first  occurring  after 
four  weeks  since  the  order  was  referred  to  them. 
This  is  the  first  time  we  have  had  a  chance  to 
report,  or  would  be  compelled  to  report.  I  don't 
know,  as  a  member  of  the  government,  that  a 
report  is  here  tonight.  As  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee I  know  perfectly  well  what  is  here  to- 
night, but  I  can  assure  the  geutleman,  that 
whatever  action  has  been  taken  by  the  Ordin- 
ance Committee  has  been  taken  by  unanimous 
vote,  by  both  of  the  friends  of  this  new  distri- 
bution, and  its  opponents;  and  that  the  Ordin- 
ance Committee  is  honest  in  what  it  is  about  to 
do. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— There  is  one  satisfaction  in 
reconsidering  action  on  an  order  in  this  body, 
and  it  is  this,  that  there  is  information  given 
which,  previous  to  that  time,  some  gentlemen 
in  this  body  have  never  had.  The  question  has 
been  referred  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
7,  that  the  mayor  must  sign  an  order  which  has 

Fassed  this  Council  and  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
don't  understand  that  the  mayor  is  bound,  or 
fven  pledged  to  sign  an  order  passingthis  Coun- 
cil and  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and,  with  regard 
to  the  measure  he  refers  to,  as  far  as  I  under- 
stand it,  and  I  think  I  understand  it  correctly, 
the  mayor's  time  to  sign  an  order  of  that  kind, 
whether  for  or  against,  will  be  after  it  has  been 
accepted  by  botn  branches  of  the  city  gov- 
ernment. The  gentleman  from  Ward  12, 
only    two    weeks    ago,    when     a    gentleman 


938 


COMMON     COUNCIL 


of  tins,  body  asked  to  have  a  certain 
order  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ju- 
diciary, objected,  on  the  ground  that  it  would 
thereby  be  delayed  over  two  weeks.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12  was  very  sympathetic  at 
that  time,  but  here  is  an  order  which  has  laid 
■before  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  over  four 
weeks,  and  he  seems  to  think  it  will  be  no  in- 
justice to  him  if  it  lies  three,  four  or  five  weeks 
longer.  If  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  de- 
sired or  even  intended  that  the  Council  should 
understand  the  question,  they  could  easily  bave 
introduced  an  order,  either  for  or  against  the  ac- 
ceptance o£  Chapter  210  of  the  Acts  of  1887,  and 
have  allowed  this  Council  and  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen to  decide  on  the  merits  of  the  question. 
I  am  one  of  those  who  believe  that  if  a  commit- 
tee cannot  come  to  an  agreement  of  some  sort 
after  four  weeks,  it  is  about  time  for  mem- 
bers of  this  Council,  who  have  the  same  intel- 
ligence and  the  same  right  to  examine  into  the 
matter  of  that  kind,  being  members  of  the  city 
government,  as  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
Should  take  it  in  hand.  I  think,  gentlemen,  we 
can  here,  as  a  committee,  for  such  1  think  we 
can  term  ourselves,  consider  that  question  just 
as  well  as  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  who 
seem  to  have  been  at  loggerheads  for  the  last 
four  weeks,  and  who  probably  will  be  in  dispute 
on  this  same  question  at  every  meeting  which 
they  attend.  I  say  this  question  has  been  argued 
since  last  spring;  it  has  been  argued  in  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  and  outside  the  com- 
mittee. 1  don't  believe  there  is  a  gentleman  of 
the  Council  who  does  not  understand  the  ques- 
tion, and  who  cannot  tell  whether  he  is  in  favor 
of  or  against  it,  as  well  as  any  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances— that  with  all  due  re- 
spect to  the  members  of  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances,Ithink,gentlemen, that  the  time  to  decide 
on  the  question  of  whether  this  act  is  to  be  ac- 
cepted or  not,  is  now,  and  if  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances  have  a  report  here  what  objection 
should  they  make  here  at  this  time  to  placing 
the  report  before  the  members  of  this  body?  If 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances  have  not  a  report 
or  if  they  have  a  report  which  will  be  acted 
upon  by  this  Council  tonight,  what  difference 
would  it  -make  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
if  at  this  time  they  introduced  that  report?  I 
say,  gentlemen,  that  is  a  fair  statement,  and  I 
think  it  nothing  more  than  proper  or  just  to 
those  in  favor  of  this  measure  that  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances  should  report  at  this  time 
and  not  force  us  to  wait  until  the  last  order  on 
the  calendar  is  disposed  of  and  the  last  order  of 
business  is  reached  before  the  report  is  called 
for.  I  trust,  gentlemen,  that  the  rule  will 
be  suspended,  not  as  any  censure  of  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  hut  as  a  right 
which  you  or  I  or  any  of  the  members  of  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  or  anv  other  com- 
mittee, have,  and  which  has  been  recognized 
time  and  time  again ;  and  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12,  himself,  has  moved  in  this  body  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule  that  he  might  offer  a  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  or  some  other 
committee  he  is  chairman  of.  I  trust  the  rule 
will  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances  will  now  report. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  don't  think  the  gentleman 
who  has  just  taken  his  seat  has  bettered  his 
case  by  the  unnecessary  warmth  he  has  shown. 
I  did  not  call  him  to  order,  as  I  had  an  un- 
doubted right  to  do,  because  1  preferred  that  he 
should  cool  off  a  little,  perhaps,  when  the 
question  comes  up.  He  has  sa  d  what  was 
evidently  nearest  to  his  mouth  at  the  time. 
He  is  so  full  of  the  subject  that  I  think 
he  has  lost  his  usual  calm  disposition  and  has 
lost  sight  of  the  fact  that  the  objection  I  made 
was  simply  this,  that  at  this  time,  when  the 
Council  has  hardly  a  quorum  present,  it  seems 
unfair  to  suspend  the  rules  and  bring  on  a  de- 
bate which  we  certainly,  I  would  say  on  behalf 
of  the  committee,  have  no  desire  or  reason  to 
shun  at  the  proper  time.  All  this  rambling  talk 
about  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  and  its  do- 
ings is  simply  to  be  considered  as  if  it  was 
never  spoken.  The  gentleman  cannot  know, 
either  officially  or  personally,  what  takes  place 
in  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  and  I  can  as- 
sure, him,  sir,  that  his  surmises  as  to  what  takes 
place  in  that  committee  are  very  wide  of  the  ex- 
act truth.  However,  that  is  not  the  question. 
The  point  before  the  Council  now,  and  the 
gentleman  should  have  stuck  to  it,  is  simply 
whether  the  Council  will  vote  now  to  suspend 


the  rules,  in  order  to  call  for  the  report  of  a 
committee,  which  will  be  presented,  beyond 
question,  at  the  proper  time,  as  the  committee 
has  met  and  has  a  report  to  submit.  Moreover, 
the  gentleman  ought  to  have  known,  since  he 
is  so  free  in  his  criticisms  upon  us,  that  he  could 
have  made  that  motion  just  as  well  at  any  stage 
of  the  proceedings  this  evening  as  he  could  do 
it  now.  If  he  waited  until  8  o'clock  or  9  o'clock, 
or  any  time  during  the  evening,  he  would  have 
a  right  to  move  to  suspend  the  rule  so  as  to 
bring  up  that  matter.  He  must  have  been  fully 
aware  of  that,  and  it  was  merely  an  unnecessary 
appeal  to  the  passions  of  the  Council  to  say  that 
they  had  to  do  it  now.  and  that  it  was  a 
thing  which  had  been  done  in  other  cases, 
and  which  he  stated  that  I  was  oppos- 
ing unreasonably  at  this  time.  My  only 
objection,  as  I  have  stated,  was  that  it  didn't 
seem  fair  to  spring  the  matter  on  the  Council 
within  the  first  five  minutes  of  its  session,  be- 
cause, as  everybody  knows,  during  that  five 
minutes  there  are  fewer  members  present  than 
there  will  be  an  hour  later.  I  hope,  for  the  sake 
of  fair  play  and  for  the  sake  of  proceeding  with 
the  business  this  evening,  that  the  Council  will 
refuse  to  suspend  the  rule,  and  will  wait  until 
later  in  the  evening  before  taking  up  this  inter- 
esting subject.  We  have  here  a  tremendous 
amount  of  routine  matter  to  go  through  with. 
We  have  here  37  numbers  on  one  calendar  that 
ought  to  be  taken  up  and  acted  on— a  large  por- 
tion of  them,  at  least— and  disposed  of,  and  if 
we  get  into  a  debate  on  this  question  it  is  very 
evident,  from  the  heat  with  which  the 
matter  has  already  been  started  in  up- 
on, that  we  shall  not  be  able  to  do 
much  else  for  the  rest  of  the  evening.  For 
that  reason  I  hope  we  shall  not  be  hurried 
or  coaxed  into  any  hasty  or  unreasonable  dis- 
cussion, which  will  be  inevitable  if  this  is  per- 
sisted in.  I  hope  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rule 
at  this  time  will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Sanger— The  gentleman  from  Ward  22  is 
fighting  for  a  better  and  fairer  representation 
on  the  part  of  his  ward  than  it  is  entitled  to  at 
present.  It  seems  to  me  his  request  is  a  reason- 
able one  for  the  reason  that  as  the  reports  of 
committees  are  in  the  ninth  order  of  business 
and  will  only  be  considered  in  order  after  the 
papers  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen  have  been 
disposed  of,  and  the  chances  are,  if  that  report 
which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  says  is  here 
from  the  committee,  to  be  presented,  should 
wait  until  that  time,  there  is  some  doubt 
as  to  whether  it  would  come  before  the 
Council.  That  is  all.  We  appreciate  the 
fact  that  both  the  representatives  from 
Ward  22  are  fighting  for  themselves  and 
their  ward,  and  we  appreciate  the  fact  that 
other  gentlemen  in  the  Council  are  fighting 
against  those  two  gentlemen  for  the  reason  that 
their  wards  are  affected.  Why  not  let  the  mat- 
ter be  reached  at  this  time,  out  of  fairness  to 
those  two  gentlemen  from  Ward  22? 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  was  declared 
lost.  Mr.  R.  Sullivan  doubted  the  vote,  and  on 
his  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.  The 
rule  was  suspended  ;  yeas  35,  nays  15: 

Yeas— Atwood,  Bowman,  Burr,  Carroll,  Car- 
stensen,  Chamberlain,  Clark.  Connolly,  Davern. 
Dewey,  Unggan,  Foss,  Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost, 
Ladd,  Lauten,  Light,  McNary,  F.  R.  Morrison* 
J.  Murphy,  Norton,  Perkins,  C.  C.  Powers,  Rich- 
ards, Sanger,  E.  Shaw,  Short,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan, 
J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Teevens,  Thaver, 
Tuttle— 35. 

Nays— Cochran.  Coyle,  Fisher,  Kelley,  Latti- 
more,  Leary,  Mahoney,  F.  Morison,  W.  H. 
Murphy,  Nunan,  Reilly,  Sundberg,  Tracy, 
Whall,  Whitmore— 15. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Barry,  Blume,  Coleman, 
Desmond,  Dolan,  Dunn,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gal- 
lagher, Gomez,  Ha'ggerty,  Harrington,  Hayes, 
Keliher,  Kennedy,  McEnaney,  McKenna,  J.  J. 
Murphy,  O'Mealey,  Perry,  E.J.  Powers.  Webster, 
Wilson— 22. 

The  President— The  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances. 

Mr.  Whitmore  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Ordinances,  who  were  di- 
rected by  the  City  Council  to  report  upon  the 
order  for  accepting  Chapter  210  of  the  Acts  of 
1887,  concerning  the  number  of  members  of  the 
Common  Council,  respectfully  report  that  they 
have  considered  the  said  order  and  ask  for  one 
week's  further  time,  to  obtain  the  opinion  of 
the  corporation  counsel  upon  the  validity  of  the 
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order  calling  for  the  committee's  report,  said 
order  not  having  been  signed  by  the  mayor, 
ana  also  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  a  fuller 
report  upon  the  subject  and  submitting  the 
same  in  print.  For  the  Committee, 

W.  H.  Whitmore. 

The  question  was  on  the  acceptance  of  the  re- 
port. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— Mr.  President  and  gentle- 
men of  the  Common  Council :  I  am  surprised 
that  in  this  report  of  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances two  questions  come  up  which  seem  di- 
rectly opposed  to  one  another.  In  this  report 
there  is  one  question  which  seems  very  strange 
to  me,  and  considering  the  fact  that  the 
city  solicitor  of  the  city  of  Boston  was  present 
before  the  Committee  on  Cities— that  now  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  after  four  weeks,  wish 
to  rind  out  whether  this  is  a  proper  order  to  pass 
through  this  body  without  the  signature  of  the 
mayor.  I  supposed  that  after  four  week's  hard 
study  by  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  they  had 
read  Chapter  210  of  the  Acts  of  1887 ;  and  I  sup- 
posed that  they  had  gone  farther  than  that  in 
their  investigation  as  to  whether  this  re-appor- 
tionment should  take  place.  It  may  be  infor- 
mation to  the  gentlemen  of  this  Council  to  know 
that  the  city  solicitor  of  Boston  was  present  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Cities,  and  argued  in 
support  of  a  measure  similar  to  that  which  was 
recommended  by  the  Committee  on  Cities,  and 
was  afterwards  passed  by  the  Legislature ;  and 
that  that  bill  was  referred— as  are  all  bills  in  the 
Legislature— to  the  Committee  on  Judiciary  of 
that  body.  If  lhat  committee  had  doubted  for  a 
moment  that  the  act  was  legal,  or  in  opposition 
to  the  constitution  of  this  State,  they  would 
have  applied  to  the  legal  head  of  the  State  gov- 
ernment—the attorney  general  —  before  they 
would  have  recommended  such  an  enactment. 

Mr.  Whall— Will  the  gentleman  allow  me  to 
make  one  suggestion? 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  am  giving  information  to 
the  Council,  and  I  would  rather  go  on  without 
interruption  and  explain  to  the  Council  why 
this  report  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
should  not  be  accepted,  and  why  they  should 
not  be  granted  a  week  longer.  [Applause  from 
the  gallery.]  One  reason  is  because  this  matter 
has  already  been  considered  bythe  Judiciary 
Committee  of  the  Legislature  as  to  whether 
such  an  act  should  be  passed,  and — 

Mr.  Whall— Mr.  President. 

The  President— Does  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  7  rise  to  a  point  of  order? 

Mr.  Whall— No,  sir.  I  arose  to  correct  a  mis- 
apprehension under  which  the  gentleman  seems 
to  be  laboring.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  22  is 
shooting  in  the  air  at  something  he  don't  under- 
stand. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan — I  would  say,  Mr.  President, 
that  if  I  was  shooting  in  the  air  I  shot  directly 
at  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7.  As  I  said,  about 
every  gentleman  here  knows  well  that  it  is 
scarcely  possible  for  an  act  to  be  passed  by 
the  Legislature  without  having  been  first 
investigated  by  the  Judiciary  Committee  or 
by  somebody  who  has  legal  knowledge  suf- 
ficient to  state  to  that  committee  or  to  the 
Legislature  —  whichever  it  may  be  — whether 
or  not  they  are  proceeding  in  legal  form.  As  far 
as  I  am  concerned,  I  have  given  much  study  to 
this  matter ;  perhaps  not  so  arduous  as  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances,  but  sufficient  to  convince 
me  that  this  act  is  perfectly  proper ;  and  now 
the  question  is  brought  before  us.  can  this  act  be 
properly  accepted  without  the  approval  or  signa- 
ture of  the  mayor?  Now  it  appears  that  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  after  four  weeks' 
time,  have  become  doubtful  about  that  question. 
If  they  had  doubted  it  at  all  they  should  have 
doubted  it  during  the  first,  second  or  third  week 
the  order  was  before  them ;  but  after  an  order 
from  both  branches  of  the  City  Council  directing 
thern  to  report,  they  come  in  here  and  say  they 
are  in  doubt  whether  this  order  can  pass  legally 
without  the  signature  of  the  mayor.  I  for  one 
say  that  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  have 
been  derelict  in  their  duty,  or  that  they  are 
now  preparing  some  plan  to  defeat  this  meas- 
ure. The  committee  know  very  well  that 
the  mayor  is  not  bound  to  sign  every  order 
introduced  into  either  branch  of  the  City 
Council.  But  when  it  comes  to  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  act,  by  an  order  passed  by 
both  branches  of  the  City  Council,  then  the 
mayor,  being  the  chief  executive  of  the  city, 
according  to  the  charter,  must  sign  that  order, 


and  the  act  cannot  be  accepted  and  take  effect 
unless  the  order  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and 
Common  Council  is  signed  by  His  Honor  the 
Mayor.  That  is  the  whole  case,  gentlemen,  and 
there  I  am  backed  up  by  the  charter  of  this  city. 
In  fact,  the  charter  of  the  city  determines  what 
composes  the  City  Council.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  12,  who  knows  so  well  what  the 
charter  states,  and  is  so  well  posted  on  all  city 
matters— I  even  take  it  upon  myself  to  say  that 
he  knows  that  it  is  not  necessary  for  the  mayor 
to  sign  an  order,  which  a  member  of  this  body 
has  introduced,  before  it  can  be  accepted  by 
both  branches  of  the  City  Council.  The  ques- 
tion, gentlemen,  is  this:  According  to  this  act, 
Chap.  210,  Acts  of  1887,  it  is  necessary  in  order 
that  it  may  become  established  as  a  law,  and  to 
make  it  binding  upon  the  city  of  Boston,  that  it 
shall  be  accepted  by  the  City  Council.  Sec.  3 
reads  that  this  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  ac- 
ceptance by  the  CityCouncil  of  Boston.  That  I  say 
is  language  clear  andgood  enough  for  thegentle- 
men  from  Wards  12  and  7  to  understand.  I  think 
that  both  of  them  understand  good,  pure  Eng- 
lish, and  I  say  if  they  had  read  that  third  sec- 
tion, as  they  should  have  done  (for  they  have 
been  four  wreeks  on  this  matter,  which  scarcely 
covers  a  page)  they  never  would  have  come  in 
here  with  a  report  requesting  a  week's  time  in 
which  to  ask  the  coiporation  counsel  whether 
this  order  can  be  legally  passed  by  both  branches 
of  the  City  Council. 

Mr.  Sanger — In  fairness  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  22,  I  desire  to  ask  leave  to  correct  a 
misapprehension.  The  informality,  if  it  be  one, 
is  not  m  regard  to  the  order  to  accept  the  act  of 
the  Legislature.  The  informality  is  that  the 
order  introduced  into  this  Council,  and  passed 
by  both  branches,  directing  the  committee  to  re- 
port, has,  by  the  terms  of  the  charter,  to  go  to 
the  mayor  for  his  approval.  The  informality 
relates  to  the  order  for  the  committee  to  report 
and  not  to  the  acceptance  of  the  act  of  the  Leg- 
islature. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— That  is  exactly  what  I 
wished  to  clear  up  in  the  minds  of  members  of 
this  Council.  I  say  that  order  does  not  have  to 
go  to  the  mayor.  But  for  instance :  if  this  Coun- 
cil passed  an  order  to  accept  the  act,  and  then 
next  Monday  that  order  is  passed  by  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  then  it  would  be  necessary,  in  or- 
der to  give  this  act  its  full  force,  that  the  mayor, 
being  part  of  the  City  Council,  should  sign  his 
name  to  that  order,  so  that  the  act  may  become 
a  law.  There  is  no  informality  in  regard  to  the 
order.  The  order,  as  introduced,  states  in  sub- 
stance that  Chapter  210  of  the  Acts  of  18S7  be  ac- 
cepted. That,  in  substance,  is  all  that  Section  3 
of  the  act  calls  for.  So  that  gentlemen  may 
clearly  understand  it,  I  will  repeat  Section  3 
again.  The  first  and  second  sections  recite  the 
reapportionment  laid  down  by  the  committee, 
and  Section  3  says  that  this  act  shall  take  effect 
upon  its  acceptance  by  the  City  Council  of  the 
city  of  Boston.  I  say  that  is  good,  pure  lan- 
guage ;  that  its  meaning  is  shown  exactly  upon 
its  face,  and  that  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
should  not  be  given  another  week  to  receive  the 
advice  of  the  corporation  counsel,  because  the 
city  solicitor  was  present  before  the  Committee 
on  Cities,  and  because  this  matter  has  been  care- 
fully investigated  by  the  Legislature  through 
its  Judiciary  Committee,  and  all  parties  con- 
nected with  it,  and  has  come  to  us  passed  by  the 
Legislature  to  become  a  law  when  accepted  by 
the  City  Council  of  Boston.  This  order  was  in- 
troduced by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  on  Oct. 
1,  some  five  or  six  weeks  ago,  and  the  only  thing 
to  do  at  the  presant  stage  is  to  bring  this  matter 
before  the  Council,  so  that  we  can  give  every- 
body in  favor  an  opportunity  to  state  facts  and 
arguments,  and  those  in  opposition  the  same 
opportunity.  That  is  all  that  is  required.  I 
think  that  every  gentleman  here  understands 
it,  and  I  say  there  is  no  necessity  for  giving  the 
committee  one  week  longer  to  get  the  advice  of 
the  corporation  counsel.  I  would  state  further 
that  the  Judiciary  Committee  is  really  the  com- 
mittee that  asks  the  opinion  of  the  corporation 
counsel.  The  matter  is  clear,  and  all  we  have 
to  do  is  for  the  Common  Council  and  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  to  accept  this  act,  and  then 
the  mayor  conies  in  with  power  to  to  sign  the 
order  or  veto  it;  and  if  he  signs  the  order  the 
act  takes  effect  and  gives  us  the  new  apportion- 
ment. I  trust  that  this  committee  will  not  be 
given  a  week  longer  in  which  to  report ;  that  the 
question  now  before  the  Council  will  be  so  ex- 
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plained  and  examined  into  that  every  member 
here  who  has  heard  it  mooted  outside  and  inside 
of  this  Council  chamber  will  have  sufficient 
judgment  to  pass  upon  it,  and  that  this  act  will 
be  either  accepted  or  rejected.  As  I  have  said 
before,  probably  too  many  times,  this  order  does 
not  have  to  go  before  the  mayor ;  but  the  time 
for  it  to  go  belore  the  mayor  is  after  the  Council 
and  Aldermen  have  voted  to  accept  this  act,  and 
then  it  is  brought  before  the  mayor  to  say 
whether  he  will  or  will  not  sign  it.  Therefore  I 
trust,  gentlemen,  you  will  not  allow  it  to  go 
back  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  but  that 
this  matter  will  be  settled  just  where  it  is,  and 
that  is  by  the  members  of  this  body,  who  have 
as  much  knowledge  of  the  matter  as  have  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  who  have  examined 
it  for  four  weeks,  and  now  say  they  really  do  not 
know  what  the  measure  is.  I  do  not  mean  to  be 
impertinent  in  saying  that,  but  I  contend  that 
the  members  of  this  Council  are  just  as  good 
judges  of  the  question  as  are  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances. 

Mr.  Whall — The  gentleman  has  talked  15 
minutes,  and  has  talked  well,  as  he  always  talks, 
but  he  showed,  when  I  rose  to  give  him  informa- 
tion that  he  knew  as  little  about  the  exact  ques- 
tion before  the  house  as  did  the  intelligent  citi- 
zen in  the  gallery  who  applauded  him  when  he 
strove  not  to  accept  the  information  which  I 
volunteered.  The  exact  question  before  the 
Council  now  is  the  acceptance  of  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  and  that  report 
is  this:  First  of  all,  they  desire  a  week's  time  in 
which  to  prepare  a  printed  report;  and  further- 
more, they  desire  to  obtain  the  opinion  of  the 
corporation  counsel  upon  a  question  of  procedure 
that  incidentally  comes  up  m  this  matter.  The 
gentleman  must  not  think  that  the  committee 
have  not  read  the  law.  We  may  not  be 
as  good  lawyers  as  the  gentleman  in  the 
fourth  division ;  probably  we  are  not.  But  we 
can  read  English  as  well  as  he  can, — 
at  least  some  of  us  can.  The  question 
we  wish  to  propound  to  the  corporation  counsel 
is  simply  this,  and  if  the  gentleman  had  given 
me  a  chance  I  would  have  attempted  to  have 
explained  it  to  him,  as  my  brother  from  Ward 
11  attempted  to  explain  it  to  him;  and  if  the  gen- 
tleman pays  attention  he  will  probably  find  out 
what  the  question  is.  An  order  was  on  the 
table  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  this  morn- 
ing, and  it  was  a  joint  order  of  both  branches  of 
the  government  requiring  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances  to  report  at  a  certain  date.  Tnat 
order,  commanding  us  to  report  at  a  time  cer- 
tain was  signed  by  the  President  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  and  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen.  There  was  nothing  on  that  paper 
to  show  that  the  concurrent  order  had  ever 
been  before  the  mayor.  The  point  immediately 
was  made  that  that  order  was  not  properly  before 
us,  lacking  the  signature  of  the  mayor.  The  city 
clerk  was  sent  for,  and  he  said  the  order  had 
never  been  presented  to  the  mayor,  and  it  was 
then  held  by  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  or 
a  majority  of  them,  that  the  order  requiring  us 
to  report  at  a  time  certain  was  not  properly  be- 
fore us,  for  this  reason :  First,  it  did  not  have  the 
signature  of  the  nayor,  and,  secondly,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  signature  the  10  days  which  the 
mayor  would  be  allowed  to  consider  it  in,  after 
it  was  presented  to  him,  had.  not  expired.  It 
could  not  be  taken  and  acted  on  regardless  of 
the  mayor  until  at  least  10  days,  and  the  10  days 
not  having  expired,  in  the  absence  of  the  signa- 
ture of  the  mayor,  the  committee  were  of  the 
opinion  that  the  order  was  not  properly  before 
them,  and  this  will  be  borne  out  by  section  47  of 
the  charter  of  the  city  of  Boston,  whichsays  that 
"every  ordinance,  order,  resolution  or  vote  to 
which  the  concurrence  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men and  of  the  Common  Council  may  be  neces- 
sary (except  on  a  question  of  convention  of  the 
two  branches)  and  every  order  of  either  branch, 
involving  the  expenditure  of  money,  shall  be 
presented  to  the  mayor."  Now  this  was  an 
order  requiring  the  concurrence  of  both 
branches.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  15  intro- 
duced an  order,  at  the  lost  meeting  of  the  Coun- 
cil, that  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be  re- 
quested to  report  at  such  and  such  a  time. 
That  required  the  concurrence  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  and  it  was  concurred  in.  Then,  by 
virtue  of  the  statute,  to  make  that  operative,  it 
should  have  been  presented  to  the  mayor  for  his 
signature  or  veto.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  was  not 
presented  to  the  mayor,  and  the  order  was  not 


properly  before  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 
Now  it  seemed  to  some  members  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances,  that  we  should  have  a  legal 
opinion  on  that  question,  not  only  to  settle  this 
matter,  because  it  would  not  influence  us  one 
way  or  the  other,  because  we  were  bound  by 
unanimous  vote  to  report  to  the  next  meeting, 
but  in  order  to  settle  it  for  all  time  the  corpor- 
ation counsel's  opinion  was  to  be  sought  on 
that  matter,  as  to  whether  it  was  sufficient 
for  the  Common  Council  to  pass  an  order 
and  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  concur  with 
them,  without  the  signature  of  the  mayor. 
That  is  the  reason  why  I  said  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  22  was  shooting  in  the  air.  He  was 
shooting  at  a  spook  he  himself  had  raised.  Not 
one  of  us,  not  one  of  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, has  ever  raised  the  point  that  if  the  act 
was  accepted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  by 
the  Common  Council  it  must  then  go  to  the 
mayor.  That  was  not  the  point.  The  point  was 
that  the  mere  subsidiary  order  which  was  intro- 
duced at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council,  and 
was  concurred  in  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  was 
not  signed  by  the  mayor,  the  10  days  for  the  sig- 
nature on  which  had  not  expired.  The  question 
was  whether  or  not  that  mere  subsidiary  order 
was  properly  before  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances. The  decision  of  the  corporation  counsel 
was  desired,  not  that  it  might  affect  this  par- 
ticular order  introduced  by  Councilman  Mc- 
Nary  of  Ward  15,  but  that  both  branches  of  the 
city  government  might  have  the  legal  opinion 
as  to  whether  or  not  the  words  of  the  chartei  in 
regard  to  sending  orders,  etc.,  to  the  mayor  in- 
cluded subsidiary  orders  of  this  kind.  Now, 
then,  having  disposed  of  the  brushwood,  let  us 
get  at  the  facts  on  the  real  question.  Some  of 
us  desired,  for  the  purposes  of  our  reports,  to  get 
the  full  figures  as  to  the  vote  m  the  city  of  Boston 
at  the  late  election,  in  order  that  we  might  have 
the  evidence  that  would  be  thereby  forthcom- 
ing. We  desired  to  get  official  figures  of  the  vote 
cast  and  the  vote  registered  in  each  of  the  seve- 
ral wards  of  the  city  of  Boston.  Any  intelligent 
member  of  this  Council  will  admit  that  that 
was  a  reasonable  thing  for  us  to  desire  to  have, 
because  in  the  reapportionment  of  representa- 
tion figures  must  be  at  the  bottom  of  the  whole 
matter,  and  these  figures  relating  to  the 
latest  registration  and  relating  to  the  latest 
vote  cast  would  be  of  the  very  greatest 
importance  to  us.  If  that  much  is  conceded, 
that  for  the  intelligent  disposition  of  this  sub- 
ject the  attaining  of  these  figures  would  be  of 
very  great  importance,  then  it  follows,  as  a 
necessary  consequence,  that  we  are  not  unrea- 
sonable when  we  say  we  desire  a  few  days 
further  to  receive  the  figures  and  make  a  report 
based  on  the  figures.  I  don't  think  I  am  violating 
any  secret  of  the  committee  when  I  tell  the 
gentleman  this  fact,  that  the  committee  voted 
to  adjourn  to  next  Monday,  and  that  final  action 
will  be  taken  next  Mond^y.  It  is  understood 
that  there  are  to  be  two  reports,  and  it  is  neces- 
sary that  the  gentlemen  who  are  to  prepare  those 
reports  should  be  allowed  every  minute  to  the 
following  Thursday  in  which  to  prepare  them 
and  put  them  in  print.  I  leave  it  to  the  gentle- 
man's sense  of  decency  and  fair  play,  if  he  be- 
lieves wo  are  honest,  and  I  tell  him  that  every 
gentleman  of  the  committee  has  pledged  him- 
self that  final  action  shall  be  taken  next  Mon- 
day, and  that  the  report  shall  be  made  and  put 
in  print  and  submitted  here  next  Thursday.  I 
leave  it  to  the  gentleman's  own  sense  of  fairness 
if  the  committee  is  doing  anything  unreason- 
able. We  desire  to  report  in  print ;  we  don't  de- 
sire such  a  momentous  question  as  this  may 
prove  to  be  to  simply  come  in  with  a  report  that 
it  ought  to  pass  or  that  it  ought  not  to  pass.  The 
committee  desires  to  avail  itself  of  the  privilege 
it  has  of  stating  the  reasons  for  this  action.  I 
don't  believe  I  violate  any  secrets  of  the  com- 
mittee when  I  say  the  probabilities  are  that  there 
will  be  two  reports.  But  I  can  assure  the  gentle- 
man of  this  one  fact,  that  that  matter  is  to  be 
considered  next  Monday.  Every  member  of  that 
committee  present  today— and  there  were  at 
least  six,  seven,  I  believe,  because  one  of  the 
gentlemen  agreed  as  much  upon  his  honor  as 
any  gentleman  could  agree  that  he  would  sup- 
port the  final  vote  that  would  be  taken  next 
Monday — agreed  upon  that  disposition  of  the 
subject,  because  three  days  were  considered 
small  enough  time  in  which  to  prepare  and  put 
through  the  press  a  printed  report.  Now  I  leave 
it  to  the  rairncss  of  the  members  of  the  Council 
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if  your  committee  has  been  derelict  in  its  duty. 
If  no  order  of  the  kind  introduced  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  15  had  been  brought  in  here,  to- 
night would  have  been  the  final  night  for  our 
report.  Your  committee  comes  here  and  tells 
you  it  needs  another  week.  If  another  week  is 
given  your  committee,  what  is  to  be  lost?  The 
municipal  election  does  not  take  place  until  the 
13th  of  next  month,  and  here  we  are  at  only  the 
10th  of  November.  If  this  matter  is  presented 
next  Thursday  night  you  have  the  subject  be- 
fore you  as  early  as  you  can  get  it.  You  cannot 
get  the  subject  here  any  sooner.  To  get  at  the 
subject  on  the  floor  of  this  house  you  will  have 
to  pass  a  concurrent  vote  taking  the  papers 
from  your  committee.  If  you  want  to  get  that 
subject  away  from  your  committee  you  cannot 
get  it  here  any  sooner  than  your  committee 
pledges  itself  to  bring  it  to  you.  You  cannot  get 
it  a  single  day  earlier  than  next  Thursday  night, 
because  to  take  a  matter  from  the  hands  of 
your  committee  you  have  got  to  pass  an  order 
here  taking  it  from  them,  and  that  has  got  to  be 
concurred  in  by  both  brandies  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil. What  is  the  use  of  going  to  that  nonsense 
and  trouble,  unless  you  distrust  the  committee? 
If  you  think  we  will  stand  here  in  our  places 
and  lie  to  you  and  mislead  you,  then  pass  a  for- 
mal vote  tonight  taking  from  that  committee 
the  papers.  Accept  their  report  and  discharge 
them  from  the  consideration  of  it,  and  when 
that  is  concurred  in  next  Monday  the  papers 
will  come  from  your  committee  and  be  in  the 
possession  of  this  branch.  But  you  cannot 
touch  them  before  next  Thursday.  What  is  the 
use  of  throwing  upon  your  committee  an  insult 
and  a  slur,  when  your  committee  is  really  doing 
its  duty  in  the  premises?  What  is  the  use  of  re- 
sorting to  an  extraordinary  course,  when  you 
cannot  get  any  good  from  it?  The  gentleman 
will  see  the  point  I  make,  namely,  that  your 
committee  is  willing  and  has  pledged  itself  to 

five  you  these  papers  one  week  from  tonight. 
'ou  cannot  by  using  all  the  power  which  in  us 
vests  get  them  here  any  sooner.  I  think  the 
gentleman  got  excited  probably,  because  he 
misunderstood  why  we  desired  the  corporation 
counsel's  opinion.  That  is  what  started  him  off 
in  the  wrong  curve,  but  when  he  sees  now  what 
the  committee  honestly  wants  I  think  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  22  is  too  intelligent  not  to  see 
the  reason  which  underlies  the  request  of  the 
committee. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  don't  say  when  any  gen- 
tleman in  this  Council  rises  to  explain  himself, 
that  he  is  excited,  that  he  is  firing  at  a  faint  air 
bubble ;  I  always  consider  that  lie  is  using  his 
intelligence  and  giving  his  opinion  as  his  opin- 
ion, with  such  arguments  to  uphold  it  as  he  can 
bring  forth.  Whether  I  appear  extremely  exci- 
ted or  not,  I  do  not  know,  but  I  can  tell  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  7  this  fact  that  if  I  appear 
so  I  most  assuredly  am  not.  Now  the  question  has 
come  up  whether  this  order,  according  to  Section 
47  of  the  ordinances,  requires  the  signature  of 
the  mayor.  When  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7 
thought  I  was  shooting  off  at  a  tangent  or  in 
some  mathematical  curve,  he  was  mistaken.  If 
it  is  only  at  this  time  that  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances  have  found  out  in  regard  to  that 
order  or  any  order  that  has  been  intro- 
duced into  this  body  since  the  first  meeting  in 
January,  that  they  must  be  signed  by  the  mayor 
after  both  branches  have  concurred  in  them,  I 
say  the  city  of  Boston  is  in  a  peculiar  position 
today,  and  every  gentleman  in  the  Council 
must  say  so.  If  an  order  for  the  increase  of 
salaries  or  for  the  introduction  of  any  subject 
relating  to  the  city  business  must  require  the 
signature  of  the  mayor,  then  it  would  appear  to 
me  that  many  orders  have  passed  both  branches 
which  have  not  had  the  signature  of  the  mayor. 
But  I  say  they  knew  well  that  the  order  did  not 
need  the  signature  of  the  mayor.  Section  47  of 
the  charter  does  not  refer  to  any  order,  vote  or 
ordinance  that  should  come  before  the  mayor 
before  being  passed  by  this  branch.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ward  7  may  be  correct ;  he  believes 
he  is.  I  believe  I  am  correct,  and  the  question 
is,  which  one  of  us  is  correct?  I  say  I  am  backed 
up  by  the  procedure  of  the  Council,  and  he 
simply  says  he  has  found  out,  from  information 
he  has  received  during  the  last  few  weeks,  that 
the  mayor  shall  sign  all  orders,  ordinances  or 
resolutions  that  have  passed  this  body  or  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  I  say  we  have  been  pro- 
ceeding illegally  all  through  or  we  have  been  pro- 
ceeding legally.    If  we  have  been  proceeding  le- 


gally up  to  this  time,  we  are  proceeding  legally 
at  this  present  moment.  If  we  are  proceeding 
legally  by  first  asking  the  corporation  counsel 
whether  the  mayor  shall  sign  the  order  or  not, 
and  it  is  decided  that  he  must  sign  it,  we  look 
back  on  a  record  that  is  not  very  good  for  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  the  Common  Council. 
But  1  believe  such  is  not  the  fact.  I  think  there 
is  no  doubt  that  it  is  perfectly  right  that  an 
order  referring  especially  to  the  order  intro- 
duced in  regard  to  this  matter  can  be  passed  by 
this  Council,  and  I  will  state  at  this  time  that 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  was  one  of  those 
gentlemen  who  said,  when  I  introduced  my 
order  in  the  manner  in  which  I  did  introduce  it, 
that  it  should  request  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Ordinances  to  report  and  not  the  committee  on 
the  part  of  this  Council,  because,  as  the  gentle- 
men from  Wards  12  and  7  stated,  there  was  no 
such  committee.  Some  gentlemen  will  remem- 
ber exactly  the  words  of  my  order,  and  then  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  15  introduced  that  order 
in  accordance  with  the  special  idea  of  the  gen 
tleman  from  Ward  12.  Did  he  know  two  we.eks 
ago  that  the  order  must  go  to  the  mayor? 

Mr.  Whall— Yes. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— He  knew  it  should  go  to  the 
mayor,  and  yet.gentlemen,  although  he  acknowl- 
edges that  he  knew  it,  by  his  own  statement, 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances  never  had  that 
order  sent  to  the  mayor. 

Mr.  Whall — If  you  will  allow  me,  I  would  say 
that  I  went  three  times  to  the  mayor  to  see  if  an 
order  had  been  presented,  and  found  out  that  it 
had  not.  When  it  was  brought  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances,  it  was  I  who  made  the 
point  that  it  was  not  presented  to  the  mayor.  If 
the  city  clerk,  or  any  other  official,  was  derelict 
in  his  duty  it  was  not  my  fault,  but  I  can  assure 
the  gentleman  that  from  the  start  I  knew  it  had 
not  been  before  the  mayor,  and  I  know  some- 
thing of  the  provisions  of  the  charter  of  the  city 
of  Boston. 

Mr.  Sanger— May  I  ask  the  gentleman  a  ques- 
tion? I  would  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7 
if  he  went  to  the  city  clerk  to  ask  hirn  if  he  had 
taken  the  order  to  the  mayor  for  signature,  and 
if  not,  why  not? 

Mr.  Whall— I  did  not  go  to  the  city  clerk.  I 
went  to  the  mayor.  I  supposed  somebody  was 
to  blame ;  some  one  had  blundered. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— It  is  evident  from  what  has 
been  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  and 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  11  that  the  city  official 
of  the  city  of  Boston  who  should  forward  mat- 
ters to  the  mayor  that  are  to  be  signed  by  the 
mayor  did  not  perform  his  duty.  My  opinion  is 
that  he  did  perform  his  duty,  but  that  the  city 
clerk  knew  well  that  that  order  need  not  be 
signed  by  the  mayor,  and  that  according  t  >  the 
procedure  of  this  body  for  this  year  and  the 
year  gone  by,  that  order  took  its  regular  course 
and  was  presented  to  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances. There  is  no  question  about  that.  I  am 
sorry  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  and  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12,  who  is  so  peculiarly 
posted  on  matters  interesting  the  city  of  Boston, 
and  who,  I  am  sure,  knows  more  than  I  do  in  re- 
gard to  the  technicalities  of  this  or  any  other 
branch  of  the  city  government— that  I  am  will- 
ing to  admit — should  consider  it  is  necessary  that 
this  should  be  signed  by  the  mayor.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ward  7  says  he  knew  the  order  should 
fo  to  the  mayor,  and  yet  he  comes  in,  as  a  niein- 
er  of  1  he  Committee  on  Ordinances,  and  asks 
that  we  allow  them  to  go  to  the  corporation 
counsel  to  find  out  whether  it  should  go  to  the 
mayor  or  not.  My  opinion  is.  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  7  has  no  doubt  about  the  matter. 
With  regard  to  whether  this  report  should  go 
back  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  I  feel  hon- 
estly and  fairly,  that  the  members  who  are  in 
favor  of  this  re-apportionment  have  given  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  sufficient  time  to 
study  into  the  matter.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  7  introduced  an  order  in  a  blind  manner, 
not  stating  the  substance  of  the  chapter  he  re- 
ferred to,  but  merely  alluding  to  Chapter  210  of 
the  Acts  of  1887,  and  I  must  say  that  unless  I  had 
looked  at  the  chapter  that  very  day.  I  would  not 
have  known  what  order  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  7  wanted  the  rule  suspended  for  and  then 
moved  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances. But  I  did  know  it  at  that  time,  and  I 
said  to  myself  this:  "The  gentleman  from  Ward 
7  is  in  one  of  the  wards  that  will  suffer  from  the 
decrease ;  but  I  will  act  fairly  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  and  allow  this  to  go  to  the  Commit- 
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tee  on  Ordinances,  and  it  can  be  reported  from 
them  and  discussed  fairly,  and  go  through." 
But  at  that  time  I  believed  honestly  that  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  had  no  more  right  to 
consider  whether  or  not  we  should  pass  that  or- 
der or  not,  than  any  committee  of  this  body, 
even  tlie  Committee  on  Markets,  to  which  I  be- 
long. I  tell  him  here  that  this  question  is  not  a 
matter  of  ordinance,  and  why  should  it  have 
gone  to  them  in  the  first  place?  They  do  not  go 
to  work  and  put  that  in  the  form  of  an  ordinance, 
and  they  don't  say  they  will .  The  rule  gives  that 
committee  the  right  to  place  matters  in  ordin- 
ance form.  They  have  nothing  to  do  beyond 
that,  as  far  as  I  have  seen,  but  I  say  that  there 
are  gentlemen  on  the  committee  who  represent 
wards  to  be  decreased,  and  while  not  a  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  I  would  sug- 
gest that  if  it  is  left  in  their  hands  they  will 
simply  consider  it  for  two  or  three  weeks  and 
report  for  or  against  the  reapportionment,  as 
suits  their  ideas,  whereas  we  might  as  well  have 
the  matter  come  directly  before  the  members 
of  the  city  government  for  their  decision. 
Therefore  I  oppose  this  report  going  back  to 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  first,  because 
there  was  no  right  in  their  having  the  order  re- 
ferred to  them;  secondly,  because  referring  the 
matter  to  them  will  simply  occasion  a  delay, 
and  for  those  reasons  I  trust  we  will  be  given 
fair  play  in  this  matter.  I  have  argued  the  ques- 
tion as  sincerely  and  honestly  as  I  could,  and 
have  used  no  cheap  language  in  regard  to  the 
opinion  of  the  gentleman  who  has  tried  to  mis- 
represent my  action  in  this  matter  of  the  in- 
crease of  representation  in  my  ward,  saying  it 
was  because  I  desire  to  come  back.  I  would  state 
in  this  matter  that  whether  this  passes  or  not,  I 
and  my  colleague  in  the  ward  which  we  repre- 
sent would  still  get  along  together ;  and  I  would 
say  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  Council,  if  it  is  my 
last  year  among  you:  "I  bid  you  all  farewell, 
and  I  hope  that  in  all  the  action  I  have  taken 
here  I  have  at  least  acted  the  part  of  a  gentle- 
man." 

Mr.  Dewey— One  of  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  has  suggested  that  there 
is  plenty  of  time ;  that  we  can  gain  no  time  by 
taking  these  papers  from  the  committee  and 
passing  an  order  tonight.  In  that  connection  I 
would  like  to  call  the  attention  of  memoers  of 
this  Council,  who  are  in  favor  of  accepting  the 
act,  to  the  fact  that  the  warrants  for  the  elec- 
tion are  required  by  law  to  be  issued  at  least  10 
days  before  election,  so  that  the  warrants  will 
have  to  be  issued  by  the  1st  of  December.  Now 
if  up  to  that  time  the  Law  has  not  been  changed 
the  warrants  will  call  for  an  election  in  accord- 
ance with  the  law  as  it  then  stands.  If  we  wait 
a  week  longer  for  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
to  juggle  with  this  order,  we  may  then  find  our- 
selves obliged  to  pass  an  order  asking  them  to 
return  the  papers  to  the  Common  Council,  and 
then  the  result  will  be  that  we  have  lost  another 
week.  My  opinion  is  that  if  anything  is  to  be 
done  toward  accepting  this  act  this  year  no  time 
should  be  lost.  If  the  Council  is  ever  going  to 
vote  to  take  these  papers  from  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances  such  vote  had  better  be  passed  to- 
night, or  else  when  passed  it  will  probably  be 
too  late.  I  believe  that  the  acceptance  of  this 
act  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction.  It  is  gener- 
ally conceded  that  with  the  change  in  popula- 
tion of  the  various  wards  the  present  representa- 
tion is  not  just.  I  believe  that  this  act,  in  rela- 
tion to  representation  in  the  Common  Council, 
is  an  improvement  and  is  nearer  just  than  the 
present  apportionment.  For  that  reason  I  hope 
that  there  will  be  no  further  delay,  and  that 
whatever  votes  are  necessary  to  secure  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  act  will  be  passed  tonight. 

Mr.  Short— I  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  trust  the  gentleman  will 
withdraw  the  motion,  to  enable  me  to  answer, 
in  behalf  of  the  committee,  some  things  which 
have  been  said. 

Mr.  Short— I  withdraw  the  motion  to  accom- 
modate the  gentleman  from  Ward  12. 

Mr.  Whitmore—  The  gentleman  from  Ward 
22  has  referred,  with  more  or  less  feeling,  for 
which  I  do  not  blame  him,  to  a  remark  which  I 
made  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, that  the  action  which  was  being  taken  might 
be  prompted  by  a  desire  on  his  part  to  improve 
his  chances  for  re-election.  I  desire  to  say,  eren- 
tlemen  of  the  Common  Council,  that  I  made  that 
remark  hastily,  understanding  a  previous  re- 
mark of  his  to  be  a  direct  accusation  against 


me,  that  I  had  made  certain  statements  in  com- 
mittee which  I  had  not  made.  I  afterward 
learned  from  the  gentleman  that  he  did  not  in- 
tend to  refer  to  me  by  his  remarks,  and  there- 
fore 1  desire  to  apologize  to  him  and  to  the 
Council  for  having,  under  the  provocation  given 
to  me,  made  a  fling  which  was  unworthy  of  the 
gentleman,  and,  I  hope,  unworthy  of  myself  in 
that  respect,  because  it  was  emphatically  a  shot 
which  came  from  the  heat  of  passion.  But,  be- 
yond this  personal  explanation,  I  wish  to  call 
attention  to  the  fact  that  all  the  committee  ask 
for  now  is  time  to  prepare  a  printed  report,  for 
the  reason  set  forth  by  my  colleague  on  the 
committee,  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7.  We 
have  no  intention  to  delay  matters  at  all ;  but 
every  gentleman  here  knows  that  for  the  last 
fortnight  all  the  members  of  this  Council,  who 
are  more  or  less  politicians,  have  been  more  or 
less  engaged  in  political  matters,  and  whether 
the  result  was  favorable  or  unfavorable,  it 
took  up  our  time,  and  it  was  impossible 
to  get  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances until  today.  Two  or  three  meetings 
were  called ;  a  majority  of  the  members  from 
this  branch  attended  at  each  meeting,  but  it  was 
impossible  to  get  a  quorum,  and  it  was  impossi- 
ble to  get  anything  done  until  today.  Today  I 
think  there  were  six  members  present ;  one  of 
the  absent  ones  agreed  to  anything  that  might 
be  done,  and  one  was  kept  away,  I  regret  to  say, 
by  family  reasons.  Unfortunately,  some  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  were  in  favor  of  the  ac- 
ceptance of  this  act,  and  others  are  opposed  to 
it;  but  on  the  statements  made  in  the  commit- 
tee, that  on  such  an  important  matter  we  desired 
to  present  the  reasons  in  print,  because  those 
reasons  are  based  very  largely  on  figures,  that 
committee  unanimously  voted  to  come  in  here 
tonight  and  ask  for  that  delay.  There  is  noth- 
ing unparalleled  in  regard  to  it.  The  only  thing 
that  is  strange  is  the  way  this  committee  has 
been  hounded.  You  and  I,  Mr.  President,  re- 
member innumerable  instances  where  matters 
have  been  brought  in  to  this  board  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  it  has  been 
impossible  to  get  an  order  back  from  this  com- 
mittee, and  it  was  impossible  to  proceed  to  act 
upon  the  matter,  because  the  committee  had  it 
in  charge.  Now  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
have  taken  no  such  step  whatever.  They  have 
not  put  themselves  in  that  position.  They  have 
merely  availed  themselves  of  that  defence 
which  the  rules  give  them,  and  have  come 
in  here  and  asked  for  delay  until  the  next 
meeting,  to  enable  them  to  present  a  report 
in  print.  It  is  largely  a  matter  of  courtesy  as  to 
whether  you  grant  us  that  time  or  not,  because, 
as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  has  stated,  the 
matter  cannot  be  advanced  if  you  refuse  us  that 
courtesy.  The  paper  was  referred  to  a  joint 
committee— a  joint  committee  of  which  i  am 
not  chairman  —  and  I  can  only  report  what 
they  have  told  me  to  report.  The  committee 
have  asked  for  further  time,  and  the  paper  it- 
self is  in  the  possession  of  that  joint  committee. 
If  you  refuse  us  this  slight  matter,  you  will  not 
have  advanced  the  matter  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree, and  I  think  you  will  have  embittered  the 
contest  which  is  likely  to  come.  For  that  rea- 
son I  hope  tiie  report  will  be  accepted  and  that 
the  committee  will  be  allowed  until  next  week 
to  present  their  majority  and  minority  reports  in 
print. 

The  Council  refused,  by  a  division,  to  accept 
the  report  of  the  committee;  24  in  favor,  27 
against.  Mr.  Whall  doubted  the  vote,  and 
on  his  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  or- 
dered. 

The  acceptance  of  the  report  was  refused ; 
yeas  29,  nays  31: 

Yeas— Barry.  Cochran,  Coleman,  Coyle,  Fisher, 
Foss,  Gomez,  Harrington,  Keliher,  Kelley, 
Kennedy.  Lattimore,  Leary,  Mahoney,  F.  Mori- 
son.  W.  H.  Murphy,  Nunan,  Perkins,  Perry, 
Reillv,  Richards.  Sanger,  Sundberg,  Teevens, 
Thayer.  Tracy,  Whall,  Whitmore,  Wilson— 29. 

Nays — Atvvood.  Bowman,  Burr,  Carroll.  Car- 
stensen,  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Connolly,  Davern, 
Dewey,  Dolan,  Duggan,  Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost, 
Ladd,  Lauten,  Light,  McEnaney,  McNary,  F. 
R.  Morrison,  J.  Murphy,  Norton.  C.  C.  Powers, 
Shaw,  Short,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  -I.  H.  Sullivan, 
R.  Sullivan.  Tuttle— 31. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Blume.  Desmond.  Dunn. 
J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Haggerty, 
Hayes,  McKenna,  J.  J.  Murphy,  O'Mealey.  E. 
J.  Powers,  Webster— 12. 
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THE  PAXXE-BURGESS  MEMORIAL. 

Mr.  Reilly  offered  an  order — That  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing-  be  requested  to  furnish  each 
member  of  the  City  Council  with  io  copies  of 
the  Paine-Burgess  Memorial  when  issued. 

Passed.  Mr.  Gomez  moved  to  reconsider; 
lost.    Sent  up. 

SCHOOLS  AND  SCHOOLHOUSES. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  Mr.  Leary  sub- 
mitted the  following  from  the  Committee  on 
Schools  and  Schoolhouses : 

1.  Report  on  the  communication  from  the 
School  Committee,  setting  forth  the  necessity 
for  additional  school  accommodations  for  schol- 
ars in  the  Lincoln  and  Gaston  districts.  South 
Boston— Recommending  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
companying order  to  provide  temporary  relief 
for  the  scholars  mentioned : 

Ordered.  That  the  superintendent  of  public 
buildings  be  authorized,  under  the  direction  of 
His  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  lease  the  Hawes-place 
Church,  South  Boston,  for  school  purposes,  for  a 
term  of  three  years,  at  an  annual  rental  of  §1350 
and  water  rates,  with  the  privilege  of  renewing 
the  said  lease  upon  the  expiration  thereof,  on 
the  same  terms  and  the  same  period  if  desired, 
the  expense  thus  incurred  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  schoolhouses,  public  build- 
ings. 

Report  accepted,  order  read  twice  under  sus- 
pension of  the  rule,  moved  by  Mr.  Leary,  and 
passed.    Mr.  Gomez  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

Sent  up. 

2.  Report  on  the  request  of  School  Committee 
for  additional  accommodations  for  the  pupils  of 
the  Thetford-avenue  school  —  Recommending 
the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  public 
buildings  be  authorized,  under  the  direction  of 
His  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  hire  for  the  accom- 
modation of  pupils  of  the  Thetford-avenue 
school,  Dorchester,  a  building  on  Armandine 
street,  owned  by  Dr.  E.  F.  Braekett,  at  a  rental 
of  $30  a  month,  and  on  the  understanding  that 
the  city,  on  relinquishing  the  said  building,  will 
pay  to  the  owner  thereof  the  sum  of  $150 ;  said 
sums  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
schoolhouses,  public  buildings. 

Report  accepted,  order  read  twice  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rule,  moved  by  Mr.  Leary,  and 
passed.  Mr.  Leary  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 
Sent  up. 

PROPOSED   LEASE    OF    VACANT    CITY     BUILDING 
IN  WARD   19. 

Mr.  Duggan  offered  an  order — That  the  super- 
intendent of  public  buildings,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested  to 
lease  for  a  term  of  years  to  the  Friendship  Court, 
Order  of  Foresters,  the  city's  building  situated 
on  the  corner  of  Tremont  and  Walpole  streets, 
Roxbury,  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  he 
may  deem  for  the  best  interests  of  the  city. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  do  not  know  the  intent  and 
purpose  of  that  order,  but  it  seems  to  me  that 
there  is  an  effort  to  be  made  to  get  the  mayor  to 
lease  that  property  to  a  very  worthy  order  on 
much  the  same  terms  that  schoolhouses  and 
other  property  are  leased  to  posts  of  the  Grand 
Army,  for  one  dollar  a  year  and  no  other  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Duggan— They  don't  ask  that  it  be  rented 
for  a  dollar  a  year— 

The  President— Does  the  gentlemen  rise  to  a 
point  of  order? 

Mr.  Duggan— I  wish  to  correct  the  gentleman. 

The  President— Mr.  Wilson  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  Wilson — If  this  matter  does  not  come 
from  any  committee,  Mr.  President,  I  move 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  certainly  cannot  see  why  such  an 
order  as  that  should  not  pass  if  a  proper  rent 
can  be  obtained  for  that  building,  and  I  should 
certainly  favor  such  an  order  as  that.  That 
building  has  been  lying  idle  for  a  long  while, 
and  it  will  be  a  good  thing  if  the  city  of  Boston 
can  get  some  rent  for  it.  But  at  the  same  time, 
if  it  will  not  hazard  the  leasing,  I  cannot  see 
any  objection  to  referring  it  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  to  report  back. 

Mr.  Duggan— This  is  an  old  schoolhouse  that 
has  been  in  charge  of  the  superintendent  of  pub- 
lic buildings  ever  since  it  was  given  up  by  the 
School  Committee,  and  it  is  used  for  no  purpose 


whatever.  The  association  wish  to  secure  that 
building  in  order  that  they  may  fit  it  up  for  the 
young  men  of  the  district,  for  a  hall,  and  also 
for  starting  a  lyceum.  This  association  is  en- 
gaged in  a  noble  and  charitable  work.  They  see 
t  lie  necessity  of  fitting  up  a  hall  in  order  to  pro- 
ride  a  place  of  resort  for  the  young  men  during 
i  he  evenings — young  men  who  have  no  place  to 
go,  and  who  may  be  led  in  to  some  places  not  as 
good  for  their  morals  as  this  lyceum  and  read- 
ing room  will  be.  For  that  reason  they  asked 
me  to  put  in  this  order.  They  are  willing  to  pay 
a  fair  rent  for  the  building.  It  is  much  better 
for  the  city  to  get  a  fair  rent  out  of  the  building 
than  to  let  it  lie  idle.  The  order  is  so  worded 
that  the  interests  of  the  city  are  as  well  guarded 
as  any  gentleman  can  desire. 

Mr.  Whall— If  we  have  any  unused  property 
from  which  we  have  no  income,  I  certainly 
hope  that  we  will  get  an  income  from  it  as  soon 
as  possible.  Still  Ido  not  think  it  is  proper  for 
this  Council,  without  any  knowledge  of  the 
premises,  without  any  information  as  to  what 
other  uses  this  property  may  be  put  to  by  the 
city  itself,  and  in  the  absence  of  all  information 
except  the  fact  that  the  property  is  unused  at 
the  present  time,  I  think  it  is  unwise  in  us  to  • 
finally  pass  upon  this  matter  tonight.  I  agree 
with  the  gentleman  in  the  fourth  division  that 
this  order  should  go  to  a  committee. 

Mr.  Leary— I  hope  we  will  pass  this  order, 
and  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  said,  I  think 
it  is  a  very  sensible  thing  to  do.  As  I  under- 
stand it,  the  order  is  for  the  superintendent  of 
public  buildings  to  lease,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  certain  prem- 
ises which  are  in  Ward  19,  which,  as  I  under- 
stand, consist  of  an  unoccupied  schoolhouse. 
The  result  will  be  if  we  do  not  lease  it  for  a  fair 
rental,  when  such  an  application  is  made,  and  as 
we  will  get  from  this  organization,  it  will  in  a 
short  time  be  given  away  under  the  old  system 
for  $1  a  year.  Now  I  think  that  a  proper  dispo- 
sition of  a  building  of  this  kind,  when  it  is  not 
used  for  school  purposes,  is  to  let  it  for  such 
time  until  the  city  needs  it  for  some  public  pur- 
pose. I  think  the  order  is  one  of  common  sense, 
and  I  hope  it  will  pass. 

Mr.  Ladd- I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  19  if  he  knows  what  rent  can  be  ob- 
tained for  this  building? 

Mr.  Duggan— I  understand  they  are  willing  to 

Eay  a  fair  rental,  and  that  will  have  to  be  decided 
y  the  superintendent  of  public  buildings  and 
His  Honor  the  Mayor.  They  know  what  that 
means.  The  idea  is  a  good  one.  It  is  something 
like  starting  a  public  library.  This  association 
wants  to  start  something  to  take  the  young  men 
out  of  the  street,  and  to  improve  them  morally 
and  mentally.  They  want  to  establish  a  place 
where  these  young  men  can  go  hi  the  evenings 
and  spend  their  time.  I  am  sorry  to  see  the  od- 
jections  to  having  this  order  go  through  tonight, 
particularly  as  these  men  are  engaged  in  such  a 
grand  philanthropic  work. 

Mr.  Frost— While  all  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman are  proper,  still  I  can  see  how  some  error 
can  be  made  without  referring  this  order  to  a 
committee.  I  should  hope  it  will  be  referred  to 
the  committee  on  the  department  having 
charge  of  the  property.  They  can  report  how 
much  rent  we  can  get  for  the  property,  and 
whether  it  is  a  proper  order  to  pass. 

Mr.  Duggan— I  would  state  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Council  that  it  is  necessary  to  act  on 
this  matter  as  soor  as  possible,  because  this 
association,  if  they  do  not  secure  this  building, 
will  get  some  other  one.  If  you  refer  this  order 
to  a  committee,  it  may  stay  there  several  weeks, 
and  longer.  For  that  reason  I  hope  it  will  not 
be  referred. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  move  to  amend  the  motion,  that 
the  committee  be  instructed  to  report  at  the 
next  meeting  of  this  Council. 

Mr.  Whall— The  amendment  will  necessitate 
the  sending  of  the  reference  to  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  which  will  give  the  committee  only 
three  days  to  consider  the  matter.  After  what 
has  been  said  by  my  distinguished  confrere  from 
Ward  19  I  have  no  doubt  the  committee  will  see 
the  necessity  of  immediate  action  to  secure 
these  tenants,  and  that  they  will  report  at  the 
next  meeting.  But  to  send  the  reference  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  will  hardly  give  the  com- 
mittee time  enough  to  consider  the  subject. 

Mr.  Ladd  withdrew  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Leary — I  renew  the  amendment,  that  the 
committee  be  instructed  to  report  at  the  next 
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meeting.  I  think  that  is  ample  time  for  them  to 
report  in. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  by  a  division,  32  in  favor,  12 
against.  Mr.  Duggan  doubted  the  vote  and 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  the  Council 
refused  to  order. 

THE  REAPPORTIONMENT  OF  COUNCILMEN. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan  offered  an  order— That  Chap- 
ter 210  of  the  Acts  of  1887  is  herewith  accepted 
and  approved  by  the  City  Council. 

Mr.  Whall— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
this  same  subject  is  already  before  the  govern- 
ment in  the  hands  of  a  joint  committee,  and 
that  a  duplicate  order  cannot  be  entertained. 

Mr.  Short — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  first  decide 
the  point  of  order  pending.  The  Chair  will  de- 
cide that  the  point  of  order  raised  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  7  is  well  taken,  as  the  paper  is 
already  in  the  hands  of  a  joint  committee,  and 
that  paper  can  be  taken  from  that  committee 
only  bv  a  concurrent  vote  of  both  branches  of 
the  City  Council.  Mr.  Short  of  Ward  22  has  the 
floor. 

Mr.  Short— The  committee  came  in  tonight 
asking  for  further  time,  and  that  request  was 
refused.  If  the  Chair  decides  that  the  paper 
cannot  be  reached  in  the  committee,  and  that 
the  order  introduced  by  my  colleague  from 
Ward  22  is  out  of  order,  I  most  respectfully  ap- 
peal from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

The  President— The  question  is,  shall  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  decision  of  the 
Council? 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— As  it  is  necessary  for  the  ap- 
peal to  be  seconded,  according  to  the  rules  of 
this  body,  I  most  respectfully  second  the  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  Chair;  and  as  the  rules 
say  nothing  as  to  whether  there  shall  be  any  de- 
bate upon  the  appeal,  I  most  respectfully  beg 
the  indulgence  of  the  Council  for  a  few  minutes. 
Every  gentleman  in  tliis  Council  knows  that  a 
certain  length  of  time  has  been  given  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  and  that  the  com- 
mittee, after  four  weeks'  deliberation,  came  to 
tne  conclusion  that  this  order  needed  the  appro- 
bation of  the  corporation  counsel.  Now,  gentle- 
men, this  order  now  introduced  does  not  need  to 
have  the  opinion  of  the  corporation  counsel 
passed  upon  it.  And  in  order  that  I  may  show  you 
that  this  order,  now  introduced,  is  not  out  of 
order,  I  will  state  that  it  is  only  a  very  few 
weeks  since  an  ordinance  was  introduced  here 
for  the  increase  of  salaries  of  certain  police 
officials,  and  that  order  was  defeated  in  this 
body,  but  afterwards  another  ordinance  some- 
what different  in  language  and  term?  was  intro- 
duced, passed  upon  by  the  Council,  and  declared 
by  the  presiding  officer  to  be  passed.  I  say  that 
this  is  a  perfectly  proper  order  for  this  body  to 
act  upon  at  this  time.  Mr.  President,  I  most 
respectfully  second  the  appeal  from  the  decision 
of  the  Chair  and  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Whall— Mr.  President,  this  is  the  first 
time  in  my  experience  as  a  member  of  this  body 
that  I  have  found  any  member  who  found  him- 
self by  a  combination  of  circumstances  in  an  ac- 
cidental majority,  and  was  so  determined  to 
take  advantage  of  that  accidental  majority  that 


a  plain  rule  of  parliamentary  law  was  to  be  ap- 
pealed from.  Ill  the  present  case  there  is  not 
a  particle  doubt  of  the  proposition,  that 
while  a  measure  is  pending  liefore  a  legisla- 
tive body,  no  proposition  of  a  substantially 
like  nature  can  be  entertained  simultane- 
ously. That  proposition  is  so  plain  that  the 
veriest  tyro  in  parliamentary  lore  would  not  for 
a  moment  attempt  to  dispute  its  truth.  One 
might  as  well  attempt  to  dispute  the  fact,  the 
mathematical  truism,  that  two  and  two  make 
four,  as  to  deny  that  you  cannot  have  the  same 
identical  proposition  in  two  forms  before  the 
same  deliberative  body  simultaneously ;  and  in 
my  opinion  the  gentleman  would  not  strive  to 
appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair  to  gainsay 
that  proposition  if  he  for  a  moment  did  not  find 
himself  in  the  possession  of  an  accidental  ma- 
jority. I  do  not  know  whether  the  gentleman 
has  friends  enough  here  to  successfully  deny  the 
proposition  which  the  Chair  has  enunciated,  and 
which  no  doubt  the  gentleman  himself  will,  to- 
morrow, admit  to  be  true  and  correct  parlia- 
mentary law.  But  the  gentleman  has  started  in 
a  scheme  which,  perhaps  if  his  political  days 
are  lengthened— and  I  hope  they  will  be— will 
come  back  to  roost  upon  him,  and — 

Mr.  Sanger— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  gentleman  is  not  speaking  to  the  question 
before  the  house,  which  is  the  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair. 

The  President— The  gentleman  will  please 
confine  himself  to  the  question.  The  question 
is  shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair  stand  as  the 
decision  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Whall — I  am  confining  myself  to  that 
question  and  putting  in  parenthetically  that 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  22  will  on  the  mor- 
row gainsay  what  his  impetuosity  and  zeal  in 
behalf  of  this  measure  has  led  him  to  annun- 
ciate tonight.  I  believe  that  the  gentleman  does 
not  honestly  think  that  the  appeal  should  he 
sustained.  I  believe  that  he  desires  the  appeal 
to  be  sustained  simply  because  his  ward  is  to  he 
benefited.  And  now,  Mr.  President,  I  raise  the 
point  of  order  that  there  is  no  quorum  present. 

Mr.  Short— Mr.  President. 

Mr.  Light— Mr.  President. 

The  President— Mr.  Whall  raises  the  point 
of  order  that  no  quorum  is  present.  The  Chair 
will  ascertain.    LPause.] 

Mr.  Short— Before  the  decision  is  announced 
I  would  like  to  ask  if  it  is  fair  for  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  7  to  occupy  five  or  six  or  seven 
minutes  talking,  and  then  doubt  the  presence 
of  a  quorum  in  order  to  prevent  a  roll-call. 

The  President— The  Cnair  will  ascertain  if  a 
quorum  is  present. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  will  ask  for  a  call  of  the 
yeas  and  nays  to  ascertain  if  a  quorum  is  pres- 
ent. 

Mi'.  Whall— You  cannot  do  it. 

The  President— Thirty-three  members  ap- 
pear to  be  present.  No  quorum  is  present,  and 
the  Council  stands  adjourned  until  next  Thurs- 
day evening. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— On  that  I  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

Mr.  Whall— You  cannot  do  it,  the  Council  is 
adjourned. 

Adjourned  at  9.20  P.  M. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Monday,  Nov.  14,  1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
4  P.  M.,  Aid.  Donovan,  chairman,  presiding. 
Absent,  Aid.  Capen. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  the  reading  of 
the  record  of  the  last  meeting  was  dispensed 
■with. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENT. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the 
mayor  making  the  following  appointment: 

To  he  field-driver  and  pound-keeper  at  Brigh- 
ton. George  W.  Roberts. 

Laid  over. 

NATIONAL  BANK  TAXES. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Executive  Department,  1 
Nov.  14,  1887. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I   transmit   herewith,    for  your 
consideration,  a  communication  from  the  cor- 
poration counsel  concerningnational  bank  taxes 
which  have  been  paid  under  protest. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 
City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  Law  Department,  ] 
14  Beacon  Street,  Nov.  14, 1887. 
Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Sir, — Forty-seven  of  the  national  banks  have, 
this  year,  paid  their  taxes  under  protest.  The 
amount  of  the  taxes  so  protested  that  will  be 
due  to  the  Commonwealth  in  December,  as  re- 
ported to  me  by  the  city  treasurer,  is'S54S,335.88. 
In  adjusting  the  accounts  between  the  city  and 
the  Commonwealth,  I  think  it  necessary  to  al- 
low the  amount  clue  from  the  city  notwithstand- 
ing the  payment  of  a  part  thereof  to  the  city 
collector  under  protest,  and  I  advise  the  pas- 
sage of  an  order  similar  to  that  printed  on  page 
1113,  minutes  of  1886,  authorizing  the  treasurer 
to  make  such  allowance.  The  suits  brought  by 
the  banks  to  determine  the  validity  of  the  taxa- 
tion have  not  yet  been  decided. 

Very  respectfully, 

E.  P.  ^Nettleton, 
Corporation  Counsel. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

HEARINGS  AT  4  O'CLOCK. 

1.  On  petition  of  Timothy  Connolly,  for  leave 
to  project  a  bay  window  from  building  corner 
Westminster  and  Windsor  streets. 

No  objections.  Referred  to  Committee  on  In- 
spection of  Buildings  (Aid.) 

2.  On  petition  of  George  K.  Paul  &  Co.,  for 
license  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  engine  of 
10-horse  power  at  98  Milk  street. 

3.  On  petition  of  George  P.  Sanborn  &  Co.,  for 
license  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  engine  of 
eight-horse  power,  at  28  North  Market  street. 

4.  On  petition  of  Charles  S.  Gove  &  Co.,  for 
license  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  engine  of 
seven-horse  power,  at  30  Canal  street. 

No  objections.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Steam  Engines. 

orders  of  notice  on  petitions. 

On  the  petition  of 'William  Jenkins,  for  leave 
to  project  a  bay  window  from  Nos.  1504-6-8  Dor- 
chester avenue,  an  order  of  notice  was  passed 
for  a  hearing  thereon  on  Monday,  Nov.  28th 
inst.,  at  4  P.M. 

On  the  petition  of  George  W.  Taylor,  for  leave 
to  project  a  bay  window  from  102  Huntington 
avenue,  corner  of  Garrison  street,  an  order  of 
notice  was  passed  for  a  hearing  on  Monday,  Nov. 
21st  inst.,  at  4  P.M. 

petitions  referred. 
To  the  Committee  on    Underground  Wires — 
Franklin  Electric  Light  Company,  for  permit  to 
construct  subway  and  conduits  for  the  storage 
of  wires— telephonic,  electric  and  telegraphic. 


To  the  Committee  on  Paving — Francis  James 
and  others,  for  brick  sidewalks  on  West  First 
street,  between  F  and  Dorchester  streets. 

Francis  W.  Ryder  and  others,  that  Homestead, 
street  be  put  in  order  for  travel. 

John  J.  Ahern,  to  move  a  wooden  building 
from  Cottage^street,  Ward  20,  to  Bartlett  court, 
Ward  20. 

Alexander  Doyle,  for  brick  sidewalk,  165 
Everett  street. 

D.  O.  S.  Lowell  and  others,  for  extension  of 
plank  sidewalk  on  Alban  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands— Frank- 
lin M.  Drew,  for  reconveyance  of  a  portion  of 
land. 

To  the  Committee  on  Department  for  the 
Inspection  of  Buildings— -Mrs.  A.  Stetson,  for 
leave  to  build  an  addition  on  470  East  First 
street,  Ward  14. 

To  the  Committee  on  Department  for  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings  (Aid.)— J.  D'Arcy,  to  project  a 
lettered  lantern  from  44  Causeway  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department— Allen 
Bradley  &  Co.,  for  license  to  keep,  mix,  and 
store  for  sale  the  products  of  petroleum. 

Referred  to  Special  Committee  consisting  of 
Aid.  Allen,  C.  W.  Smith,  and  Carroll— Boston 
&  Albany  Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to  sell  un- 
claimed baggage. 

To  the  Committee  on  Electric  Wires— Boston 
Electric  Light  Company,  to  locate  poles  on  I 
street,  South  Boston. 

Boston  Electric  Light  Company,  to  locate  two 
poles  on  Shawm ut  avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  lamps  (Aid.)— Reed 
Bros.  &  Sawin  and  others,  for  public  lamps  on 
Shurtleff  court.  Ward.  4. 

William  G.  Russell,  trustee,  and  others,  for 
public  lamps  on  Montrose  street. 

Mary  E.  Rhodes  and  others,  for  two  public 
lamps  on  Allbright's  court,  Ward  24. 

N.  P.  A.  Lally,  for  public  lamps  on  Sawyer 
avenue,  Ward  24. 

William  English,  for  an  electric  light  at  corner 
Dartmouth  street  and  Warren  avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  (Aid.)— Owen 
Nawn,  to  build  a  frame  stable  corner  Bickford 
and  Centre  streets.  Ward  22. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  (Aid.)— -Michael 
Leonard,  to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden  building 
for  two  horses  on  Vale  street,  No.  47,  Ward  21. 

O.  Leuthy,  to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden  build- 
ing for  one  horse  on  Perkins  street,  near  Can- 
terbury street,  Ward  23. 

Charles  M.  Hinckley,  to  occupy  an  old  wooden 
building  for  three  additional  horses  on  Cham- 
bers-street place,  Ward  4. 

Abraham  Brandli,  to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden 
building  for  two  horses  on  Beech  street,  in 
rear,  Ward  23. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers  (Aid.)— Edward 
H.  Daveis,  for  abatement  of  sewer  assessment  on 
his  estate  between  Gaston  and  Holbom  streets. 

Martin  Ryan,  for  division  of  sewer  assessment 
against  his  estate  on  Market,  Waverley  andWest- 
ern  avenue,  into  three  equal  portions. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims  —  Catharine 
Dolan,  for  compensation  for  personal  injuries  re- 
ceived on  the  17th  of  October  last. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines,  etc. — 
J.  W.  French,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler  of 
eight-horse  power,  for  heating  purposes,  at  35 
Sheridan  avenue. 

J.  B.  Batchelder,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
boiler  of  five-horse  power,  for  heating  purposes, 
at  411  Washington  street, 

DeWolfe,  Fiske  &  Co.,  to  locate  and  rise  a 
steam  boiler  of  rive-horse  power,  for  heating  pur- 
poses, at  365  Washington  street. 

Mrs.  Ellen  Stevens,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
boiler  of  12-horse  power,  for  heating  purposes,  at 
Elm  Hill,  near  Cherry  street. 

A.  C.  Jordan,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler 
of  eight-horse  power,  for  heating  purposes,  at  Mt. 
Vernon  street,  near  Garfield  avenue. 

S.  M.  McNeil,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler 
of  seven-horse  power,  for  heating  purposes,  at 
Bellevue  terrace,  off  Quincy  street 

George  F.  Morrison,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
boiler  of  six-horse  power,  for  heating  purposes, 
at  Gardner  street,  corner  Linden  street. 

Rt.  Rev.  John  J.  Williams,  to  locate  and  use  a 
steam  boiler  of  22-horse  power,  for  heating  pur- 
poses, at  384-100  Sumner  street. 

Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  Corporation, 
to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler  of  four-horse 
power,  for  heating  purposes,  at  La  Grange  street, 
near  Jordan  street. 


946 


BOARD     OF     ALDERMEN 


L.  Descalzo  &  Co.,  to  locate  and  use  two  st  wm 
boilers  of  35-horse  power,  for  heating  purposes, 
at  Haviland  street. 

C.  U.  Cutting,  1.0  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler 
of  eight-horse  power,  for  heating  purposes,  at 
No.  68  Boyls.ton  street. 

Robert  Codman,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
boiler  of  50-horse  power,  for  heating  purposes, 
at  25-27  Kilby  street. 

J.  C.  Gerlach,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler 
of  |10-horse  power,  for  heating  purposes,  at  361  At- 
lantic avenue. 

A.  K.  Richmond,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
boiler  of  three-horse  power,  for  heating  purposes, 
at  135  I  street. 

J.  C.  Gerlach,  for  license  to  locate  a  steam 
boiler,  for  heating  purposes,  at  361  Atlantic 
avenue. 

NEW  MILITIA  COMPANY. 

Aid.  Carroll  presented  a  petition  to  the  gov- 
ernor for  a  new  military  company  in  South  Bos- 
ton. 

Aid  Carroll,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 
offered  an  order— That  the  petition  of  Michael 
J.  O'Connor  and  51  other  residents  of  South  Bos- 
ton, to  be  allowed,  under  Chapter  411,  .Section  24. 
of  the  acts  of  1887,  to  form  themselves  into  a 
militia  company,  to  be  attached  to  the  Ninth 
Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
approved. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

papers  from  common   council,  NOV.  10, 1887. 

5.  Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  all  the  unex- 
pended balance  of  the  special  appropriation  for 

Wharf,  Paving  Department,"  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Paving  Department. 

Aid.  Lee— I  move  that  further  consideration 
of  that  order  be  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Board  at  half  past  four. 

Aid.  Allen— I  want  to  suggest  to  my  friend 
who  has  just  made  this  motion,  if  it  would  not  be 
better  to  refer  that  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
That  is  a  suggestion,  merely,  I  will  not  make  it 
as  an  amendment. 

Aid.  Lee— I  have  no  objection  to  have  it  goto 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  it  seems  to  me  it 
is  a  matter  which,  unless  the  rule  is  suspended, 
must  go  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  but  I  sim- 
ply ask  that  it  may  be  assigned  to  the  next  meet- 
ing in  order  that  the  auditor  may  have  sufficient 
time  to  find  out  what  outstanding  bills  there 
are  charged  to  repairs,  and  at  the  request  of  the 
auditor  and  superintendent  I  have  asked  to  have 
that  matter  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Board. 

The  order  was  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Board  at  4.30  o'clock. 

6.  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Printing 
be  requested  to  furnish  each  member  of  the  City 
Council  with  ten  copies  of  the  Paine-Burgess 
Memorial  when  issued. 

Passed  in  concurrence. 

7.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Schools  and. 
School-houses,  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  public 
buildings  be  authorized,  under  the  direction  of 
His  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  hire  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  pupils  of  the  Thetford-avenue  school, 
Dorchester,  a  building  on  Armandine  street, 
owned  by  Dr.  E.  F.  Bracket!,  at  a  rental  of  $30 
a  month,  and  an  understanding  that  the  city, 
on  relinquishing  the  said  building,  will  pay  to 
the  oiraer  thereof  the  sum  of  $150 ;  said  sum  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  school- 
houses,  public  buildings. 

Report  accepted ;  order  passed  in  concurrence. 

8.  Renort  of  same  committee,  recommending 
the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  public 
buildings  be  authorized,  under  the  direction  of 
His  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  lease  the  Hawes-place 
Church,  South  Boston,  for  school  purposes,  for  a 
term  of  three  years,  at  an  annual  rental  of  $1350 
and  water  rates,  with  the  privilege  of  renewing 
the  said  lease,  upon  the  expiration  thereof,  on 
the  same  terms  and  for  the  same  period,  if  de- 
sired ;  the  expense  thus  incurred  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  schoolhouses,  public 
buildings. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question 
came  on  the  passage  of  the  order  in  concur- 
rence. 

Aid.  Allen— I  would  like  to  strike  out  the 
word  "lease"  there  in  third  line,  and  insert  the 


word  "hire,"  so  that  it  maybe  perfectly  plain 
we  are  hiring  the  place,  instead  of  authoriz- 
ing the  mayor  to  lease.  If  I  have  a  building 
and  you  want  it,  I  lease  it  to  you.  The  city  want 
to  hire  this  building,  and  let  us  put  in  the  word 
"hire."  I  move  to  amend  b  striking  out  the 
word  "lease"  and  inserting  the  word  "hire." 

Aid.  Carroll— As  a  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Schools  and  Schoolhouses,  if  the  gentle- 
man shows  that  there  is  legally  anything  to  em- 
barrass the  city  if  the  word  is  retained,  I  shall 
cheerfully  support  his  motion ;  but  it  seems  to 
me  that  this  will  be  a  lease  on  the  part  of  the 
city,  if  we  take  this  building,  and  it  will  be 
a  lease  to  the  city  executed  by  the  parties 
who  own  it.  It  is  right  to  call  it  by 
its  right  name.  The  gent'eman  may  be  right 
in  calling  it  "hire,"  but  I  think  the  legal  term 
is  "lease,"  for  we  virtually  do  lease  the  build- 
ing for  a  year.  If  there  is  not  some  technical 
objection.  I,  as  a  layman,  would  like  the  gentle- 
man to  give  us  some  reason  for  the  proposed 
change. 

Aid.  Allen— In  the  previous  order  we  used 
the  word  "hire,"  and  I  don't  see  why  we  should 
not  do  so  in  this.  I  think  it  will  express  a  good 
deal  more  clearly  what  we  mean.  We  mean  to 
hire  this  building. 

Aid.  Bromwich— Do  I  understand  that  the 
alderman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  simply 
refers  to  the  word  "lease"  in  the  fourth  line? 
It  is  mentioned  twice.  I  would  call  the  alder- 
man's attention  to  the  fact  that  if  this  is 
changed  it  will  have  to  go  back  to  the  Common 
Council  for  concurrence,  and  that  will  delay  it. 

Aid.  Allen's  amendment  was  declared  reject- 
ed, and  the  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

Later  in  the  session  Aid.  Carroll  said :  I  move 
to  reconsider  the  vote  on  No.  8,  for  I  am  satisfied 
that  the  word  "lease"  placed  in  the  order  car- 
ries with  it  a  different  meaning  than  what  the 
order  intends.  The  word  "lease"  in  that  con- 
nection would  imply  that  we  have  the  building 
in  our  possession,  which  we  have  not.  I  am 
satisfied  that  "hire"  is  the  proper  word  to  put  in 
there. 

The  reconsideration  prevailed,  Aid.  Allen's 
amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order  as 
amended  was  assigned  for  an  hour. 

Later  in  the  session  Aid.  Allen  called  it  up 
and  offered  the  following  substitute,  viz. : 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  public 
buildings  be  authorized,  under  the  direction  of 
His  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  obtain  a  lease  from  the 
trustees  of  the  Hawes-place  Church,  South  Bos- 
ton, for  school  purposes,  for  a  term  of  three 
years,  at  an  annual  rental  of  $1350  and  water 
rates,  with  the  privilege  of  renewing  the  said 
lease,  upon  the  expiration  thereof,  on  the  same 
terms  and  for  the  same  period  if  desired;  the 
expense  thus  incurred  to  lie  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  schoolhouses,  public  buildings. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  sub- 
stitute. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  would  like  to  amend  that 
order  so  that  it  will  read  "five"  years,  instead 
of  "three."  It  is  well  known  that  in  three 
years  from  now  we  shall  be  in  the  same  position 
that  we  are  now ;  and  it  will  be  best,  I  think,  af- 
ter consultation  with  the  masters  of  the  Lin- 
coln and  the  Gaston  schools,  to  secure  it  now 
under  a  five-years'  lease,  with  the  privilege  of 
renewing  it.  I  offer  that  as  an  Amendment, 
hoping  that  any  members  who  do  not  feel  in- 
clined to  vote  for  it  will  speak  on  it.  The  chil- 
dren there  are  in  such  a  position  now  that  they 
haven't  any  place  to  go  to,  and  when  this 
church  is  chanped  into  a  schoolroom,  the  chil- 
dren who  are  not  now  sufficiently  accommo- 
dated, and  who  are  actually  waiting  to  go  into 
that  new  school,  will  occupy  it.  So  that  we  will 
be  in  just  the  same  position  five  years  hence 
that  we  will  in  three  years.  I  will  make  that 
amendment,  that  we  insert  "five"  instead  of 
"three." 

Aid.  Lee— I  am  unable  to  see  why  the  alder- 
man on  my  left  should  move  that  amendment. 
As  I  understand  the  order  as  read,  we  now  di- 
rect the  superintendent  to  obtain  a  lease  for 
three  years,  with  the  privilege  of  still  further 
renewing  the  lease— three  years  more,  certainly, 
which  would  make  six  years.  It  seems  to  me 
it  is  needless  to  make  the  amendment  suggested 
by  the  alderman,  for  the  lease  as  made  is  for 
three  years,  and  the  conditions  are  such  that 
when  executed  we  have  the  right  to  renew  it 
for  three  years  more.  I  think  that  will  cover 
the  ground  and   arrange   everything  satisfac- 


NOVEMBER     14,     1887. 


947 


torily  to  the  alderman  on  my  left,  allowing  a 
period  of  six  years. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  will  say,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  under  ordinary  circumstances  I  would  be 
satisfied,  but  schoolhouses  are  so  scarce  there 
for  children  that  I  am  positive,  and  so  also  are 
the  masters  of  the  school,  who  know  more 
about  it  than  I  do,  that  we  shall  be,  even 
at  the  end  of  six  years,  glad  to  continue  that 
lease.  It  is  the  cheapest  thing  we  can  do,  to 
hire  that  place  or  lease  it  for  five  years,  with  the 
privilege  of  renewing  it  for  five  years  more.  I 
am  satisfied  that  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  find 
money  to  build  schoolhouses  in  that  section  of 
the  city  as  fast  as  there  will  be  children  to  oc- 
cupy them,  and  1  think  you  will  be  safe  in  hir- 
ing it  for  five  years  with  the  privilege  of  hiring 
it  for  rive  years  more.  If  the  alderman  who  has 
last  spoken  only  knew  the  condition  we  were  in 
for  want  of  school  accommodations,  I  think  he 
would  embrace  this  opportunity  to  fasten  hold 
of  that  church  for  ten  years  at  that  rent.  That 
is  the  reason  why  I  am  certain  that  what  I  say 
is  the  fact. 

Aid.  Lee—  Owing  to  the  statements  made  by 
the  alderman  on  my  left  as  to  the  rapid  growth 
and  increase  over  there,  I  would  say  that  I  sup- 
pose he  speaks  from  knowledge,  and  I  have  no 
objection  to  his  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order, 
as  amended,  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

REPORTS  OF    CITY  OFFICERS. 

Quarterly  report  of  superintendent  of  Faneuil 
Hall  Market  for  quarter  ending  Oct.  30,  1887, 
was  received  and  sent  down.  Receipts,  $511.33. 

Report  of  sealer  of  weights  and  measures  for 
the  three  months  ending  Oct.  31,  1887,  was  re- 
ceived and  sent  down.    Total  earnings,  $881.47. 

Report  of  superintendent  of  streets  on  the  cost 
of  setting  edgestones  on  Crawford  street.  An 
order  was  passed,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 
for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  one  half  the 
cost  thereof. 

Report  of  Boston  Water  Board  for  quarter 
ending  Oct.  31, 1887.  Receipts  for  sale  of  material, 
etc. :  Cochituate  works,  $1509.43 ;  Mystic  works, 
$332.40.    Sent  down. 

BONDS. 

The  bond  of  Walter  E.  Swan,  clerk  of  Boston 
Water  Board,  being  presented,  duly  certified, 
was  approved  by  the  Board. 

The  bonds  of  W.  H.  Badlam,  Moses  P.  Brown, 
William  H.  Mcintosh,  Charles  L.  Orr,  and 
James  H.  Sullivan,  constables,  being  presented, 
duly  certified,  were  approved  by  the  Board. 

MALDEJST  BRIDGE. 

Aid.  Sullivan  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Bridges,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  William  T.  Van  Nostrand  &  Co., 
and  others,  that  Maiden  bridge  be  watered  by 
the  city— That  no  action  is  necessary  on  said 
petition. 

Accepted ;  sent  down, 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving  (Aid.) : 

Report  and  order  for  a  license  to  Ellen  A.  Cla- 
tur  to  construct  and  maintain  a  coal  hole  at  113 
and  115  Staniford  street.  Report  accepted,  or- 
der passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order  for  Drick  sidewalk  in  front  of 
estates  of  Francis  James  and  others  on  the 
southwesterly  side  of  West  First  street,  between 
F  and  Dorchester  streets.  Report  accepted,  or- 
der passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Reports  and  orders— That  the  superintendent 
of  streets  be  directed  to  pave  the  sidewalk  with 
brick  in  front  of  the  following  estates : 

Godfrey  Morse,  Pembroke  street. 

W.  S.  Rand,  115  and  117  Newbury  street. 

William  A.  Prescott,  corner  Columbus  avenue, 
Church  and  Tennyson  streets, 

Lyman  J.  Clark,  on  Roxbury  street,  between 
Rockingham  place  and  Hollis  place. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Report  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions to  William  R.  Cavanagh  to  move  a 
wooden  building  from  rear  813  Parker  street  to 
rear  812  Parker  street. 

Report  accepted,  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

Ordered,  That  the  assessment  of  $21.33  for 
edgestone,  levied  Nov.  2,  1887.  against  the  estate 
of  Eliza  A.  Inglis,  No.  19  Rand  street,  be, and  the 


same  is  hereby  abated,  on  account  of  inability 
to  pay. 

Ordered,  That  the  edgestone  and  sidewalk  as- 
sessment of  $48.40  each,  levied  Nov.  2d,  1887, 
against  the  estate  of  Freeman  N.  Josslyn,  Nos. 
720  and  722  and  724  and  726  East  Fifth  street,  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby  abated,  and  the  same 
estates  be  reassessed  as  follows: 

Nos.  720  and  722  East  Fifth  street,  Freeman  N. 
Josslyn,  $24.20. 

Nos.  724  and  726  East  Fifth  street,  Freeman  N. 
Josslyn,  $24.20. 

Error  in  previous  assessment. 

Report  accepted,  orders  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

ELECTRIC    WIRES. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Electuc  Wires,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  the  Boston  Electric 
Light  Company,  for  leave  to  erect  and  maintain 
two  poles  on  Shawmut  avenue,  between  Chester 
square  and  Northampton  street,  ha  ing  con- 
sidered the  subject,  respectfully  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Boston  Electric  Light  Company  to  erect  two 
poles  for  the  support  of  wires  in  the  following- 
named  streets,  in  Boston,  at  points  designated 
by  red  dots  on  a  plan  made  by  M.  W.  Fitzsim- 
mons,  dated  Nov.  14,  and  deposited  in  the  office 
the  superintendent  of  streets,  viz : 

Shawmut  avenue,  between  Chester  square 
and  Northampton  street. 

[Appended  were  the  usual  printed  condi- 
tions.] 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

The  Committee  on  Electric  Wires,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  the  Boston  Electric 
Light  Company,  for  leave  to  erect  and  maintain 
poles  on  I  street,  between  Broadway  and  Fourth 
street,  South  Boston,  having  considered  the  sub- 
ject, respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order : 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Boston  Electric  Light  Company  to  erect  three 
poles  for  the  support  of  wires  in  the  following- 
named  streets  in  S«uth  Boston,  at  points  desig- 
nated by  red  dots  on  a  plan  made  by  M.  W.  Fitz- 
simmons,  dated  Nov.  7,  and  deposited  in  the 
office  of  the  superintendent  of  streets,  viz : 

I  street,  between  Broadway  and  Fourth  street. 

[Appended  were  the  usual  printed  conditions.] 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

The  Committee  on  Electric  Wires,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  the  New  England 
Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company,  for  leave  to 
erect  poles  for  the  support  of  its  wires  on  Green 
street,  West  Roxbury,  having  considered  the 
subject  respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  following  order : 

Ordered,  lhat  permission  be  granted  to  the 
New  England  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Com- 
pany to  erect  nine  poles  for  the  support  of  wires 
m  the  following-named  streets,  m  West  Rox- 
bury, at  points  designated  by  red  dots  on  a  plan 
made  by  D.  A.  Harrington,  dated  Oct.  10,  1887, 
and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  superintendent 
of  streets,  viz. : 

Nine  poles  on  Green  street. 

[Appended  were  the  usu^il  printed  conditions.] 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

The  Committee  on  Electric  Wires,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  the  New  England 
Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company,  for  leave  to 
erect  one  pole  for  the  support  of  its  wires  at  the 
corner  of  Condor  and  Border  streets,  East  Bos- 
ton, having  considered  the  subject,  respectfully 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
New  England  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Com- 
pany to  erect  one  pole  for  the  support  of  wires 
in  the  following-named  streets  in  East  Boston 
at  points  designated  by  red  dots  on  a  plan  made 
by  D.  A.  Harrington,  dated  November  7,  1S87, 
and  deposit  in  the  office  of  the  superintendent 
of  streets,  viz. : 

One  pole  corner  of  Condor  and  Border  streets. 

[Appended  were  the  usual  printed  conditions.] 

Report  accepted,  order  passed,  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

The  Committee  on  Electric  Wires,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  the  New  England 
Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company,  to  attach 
its  wires  to  the  easterly  side  of  Warren  bridge, 
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and  to  erect  and  maintain  one  pole  on  Warren 
avenue,  Charlestown,  having  considered  the 
subject,  respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order : 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
New  England  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Com- 
pany to  erect  one  pole  for  the  support  of  wires 
in  the  following-named  streets  in  Charlestown, 
at  a  point  designated  by  a  red  dot  on  a  plan 
made  by  D.  A.  Harrington,  dated  Nov.  7,  1887, 
and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  superintendent 
of  streets,  viz. : 

Warren  avenue;  also  to  attach  its  wires  to 
easterly  side  of  Warren  bridge. 

[Appended  were  the  usual  printed  conditions.] 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules. 

The  Committee  on  Electric  Wires,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  the  New  England 
Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company,  for  leave  to 
erect  poles  on  Miller,  Lawrence  and  Austin 
streets,  Charlestown,  having  considered  the  sub- 
ject, respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order : 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
New  England  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Compa- 
ny to  erect  10  poles  for  the  support  of  wires  in 
the  following-named  streets,  in  Charlestown,  at 
points  designated  by  red  dots  on  a  plan  made  by 
D.  A.  Harrington,  dated  Oct.  10,  1887,  and  depos- 
ited in  the  office  of  the  superintendent  of  streets, 
viz.: 

Miller,  Lawrence  and  Austin  streets. 

[Appended  were  the  usual  printed  conditions.] 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 


Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Claims,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Mary  C.  Bieler  for  refund 
of  a  portion  of  the  amount  paid  to  the  city  for 
betterments  assessed  on  her  estate  on  account 
of  laying  out  the  Marine  Park,  having  consi- 
dered the  same,  respectfully  recommend  its 
reference  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Parks. 

Report  accepted  and  said  reference  ordered. 

Sent  down. 

The  Committee  on  Claims,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Beckman  &  Punchard  for 
the  payment  of  a  bill  of  §220  contracted  by  the 
Water  Board  in  3885,  having  considered  the 
same,  respectfully  recommend  its  reference  to 
the  Committee  on  Water. 

Report  accepted  and  said  reference  ordered. 
Sent  down. 

The  Committee  on  Claims,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  order  to  pay  Bridget  E.  Dolan  the 
sum  of  $73  from  the  income  from  liquor  licenses, 
having  considered  the  subject,  respectfully  re- 
port that  the  order  ought  not  to  pass. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— In  the  case  of  Bridget 
Dolan,  it  seems  to  me  the  claim  is  a  just  one ; 
because  the  license  fee  had  already  been  paid 
bv  her  husband,  and  he  having  died  before  the 
expiration  of  that  year,  she  is  compelled  to  take 
out  another  license  for  the  balance  of  the  year, 
and  to  pay  the  full  amount  as  though  she  were 
taking  a  license  for  a  full  year.  It  seems  to  me 
it  is  unjust,  and  I  have  no  doubt  on  the  report  of 
the  committee  that  they  have  good  reasons  for 
their  action  and  that  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee will  be  very  glad  to  give  us  some  reason 
for  making  the  report  in  that  way. 

Aid.  Lee — I  can  only  say  that  this  is  similar  to 
several  reports  that  the  Committee  on  Claims 
have  been  obliged  to  make  during  the  past  year. 
I  agree  with  the  alderman  on  my  right  that 
there  should  be  some  law  framed  that  would 
relieve  these  people  who  have  to  pay  double  li- 
censes. I  can  only  say  that  the  facts  in  this  case 
are  simply  these,  that  Michael  Dolan,  deceased, 
made  application  to  the  Board  of  Police 
for  a  second  victuallers'  license,  for  which 
he  paid  the  sum  of  $176.  It  was  granted 
to  him  on  the  23d  day  of  April  this  year  and 
issued  to  him  on  the  2d  day  of  May,  and  he  has 
paid,  as  I  say,  $176  for  that  license.  The  widow 
then  of  Mr.  Dolan,  deceased,  made  application 
to  the  Board  of  Police  to  be  allowed  to  continue 
upon  the  license  of  her  husband,  and  they  said 
there  was  no  law  for  it,  and  they  could  not  per- 
mit her  to  do  so.  She  was  then  forced  to  pay 
$176  more,  which  she  paid,  I  think,  on  the  10th 
of  October,  and  her  license  was  granted  on  that 
day,  and  on  the  22d  day  of  the  same  month  her 
license  was  issued.  Now  the  corporation  coun- 
sel comes  in  and  tells  the  committee  that  where 


a  license  is  issued  and  granted  the  committee 
have  no  power  to  refund  any  portion  of  the 
money,  but  if  the  license  had  been  granted  and 
not  issued  the  city  of  Boston  would  be  justified 
in  refunding  to  Bridget  E.  Dolan  three  fourths 
of  the  amount,  she  having  to  make  application 
to  the  State  for  the  other  quarter,  as  it  would 
have  been  paid  over  to  the  State.  Upon  that  de- 
cision the  Committee  on  Claims  have,  under,  as 
I  say,  the  opinion  of  the  corporation  counsel,  re- 
ported that  the  order  ought  not  to  pass. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— This  opens  up  this  case  to 
me  in  a  new  light.  Do  I  understand  the  alder- 
man to  say  if  she  had  not  paid  the  money. 

Aid.  Carroll — If  the  license  had  not  been  is- 
sued by  the  Police  Commissioners  to  her  hus- 
band before  he  died,  she  could  have  received 
three  fourths  of  the  money  he  paid  out.  We 
have  had  one  case  of  that  kind  this  year. 

The  report  was  accepted.  The  order  to  pay 
Bridget  Dolan  was  indefinitely  postponed.  Sent 
down. 

sewers. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Sewers  (Aid.) : 

Order  of  notice  for  hearing  on  Monday  next, 
at  4  o'clock  P.M.,  on  the  expediency  of  con- 
structing a  common  sewer  as  follows : 

Li  Florence  street,  Ward  23,  between  Ashland 
street  and  the  Baptist  Church  on  Florence 
street. 

Order  passed. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Mary  Leeds  and  oth- 
ers, for  compensation  for  land  taken  for  sewers 
in  Dorchester  District,  between  Glover's  Corner 
and  Savin  Hill  avenue— That  the  petitioner  have 
leave  to  withdraw. 

Accepted. 

railroads. 

Aid.  Carroll  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Railroads,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  the  Boston  Consolidated 
Street  Railway  Company  for  leave  to  construct 
a  double  track  railway  on  Alford  street  and  Mai- 
den bridge  to  the  line  of  the  town  of  Everett; 
also  for  authority  to  construct  a  railway  track 
on  Brookford  street  connecting  the  same  by 
curved  tracks  with  the  tracks  on  Blue  Hill 
avenue,  having  considered  the  subject,  respect- 
fully recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompany- 
ing order : 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  rights  here- 
tofore granted  the  Boston  Consolidated  Railway 
Company  to  lay  down  tracks  in  the  streets  of 
the  city  of  Boston,  said  company  shall  have  the 
right  to  lay  down  a  double  track  railway  on  Al- 
ford street  and  Maiden  bridge  to  the  line  of  the 
town  of  Everett,  said  tracks  and  turn-outs  be- 
ing shown  bv  red  lines  on  a  plan  made  by  Arthur 
Hodge,  dated  Oct.  11,  1887,  and  deposited  in  the 
office  of  the  superintendent  of  streets. 

[Appended  were  the  usual  printed  conditions.] 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

The  Committee  on  Railroads,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  the  Union  Freight  Rail- 
road Company  for  leave  to  construct  and  main- 
tain a  side  track  on  Commercial  street,  begin- 
ning at  No.  293  and  ending  at  No.  277,  extending 
from  and  connecting  with  its  main  track,  hav- 
ing considered  the  subject,  respectfully  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  rights  here- 
tofore granted  the  Union  Freight  Railroad  Com- 
pany to  lay  down  tracks  in  the  streets  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  said  company  shall  have  the 
right  to  lay  down  a  side  track  in  Commercial 
street,  beginning  with  No.  293  and  ending  at  No. 
277,  extending  from  and  connecting  with  its 
main  track  on  said  Commercial  street,  said 
tracks  and  turnouts  being  shown  by  red  lines  on 
a  plan  made  by  Arthur  Hodges,  dated  Oct.  17, 
1887,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  super- 
intendent of  streets. 

[Appended  were  the  usual  printed  conditions.] 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

The  Committee  on  Railroads,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  the  Metropolitan  Rail- 
road Company  for  the  right  to  lay  tracks  to 
enter  their  new  stable,  corner  of  Warren  and 
Maywood  streets,  connecting  with  their  tracks 
on  Warren  street,  having  considered  the  sub- 
ject, respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  rights  here- 
tofore granted  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
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pany  to  lay  down  tracks  in  the  streets 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  said  company  shall 
have  the  right  to  lay  down  tracks  to  enter  their 
new  stable  corner  of  Warren  and  Maywood 
streets,  connecting  with  their  tracks  on  Warren 
street,  said  tracks  and  turnouts  being  shown  by 
red  lines  on  a  plan  made  by  A.  L.  Plimpton, 
dated  Aug.  8,  1887,  and  deposited  in  the  office 
of  the  superintendent  of  streets. 
[Appended  were  the  usual  printed  conditions.] 
Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

WATER  DEPARTMENT. 

Aid.  Carroll  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Water,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Philip  P.  Sullivan  for  com- 
pensation for  damages  occasioned  to  him  by  the 
employees  of  the  city  in  laying  water  pipes  in 
Waltham  street  —  Recommend  that  the  peti- 
tioner have  leave  to  withdraw,  in  accordance 
with  the  accompanying  report  of  the  Water 
Board.  [The  report  says  Sir.  Sullivan  has  been 
convinced  that  the  department  was  not  at  fault.] 

Accepted ;  sent  down. 

The  Committee  on  Water,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  John  D.  Pierce  and  others, 
that  water  may  be  furnished  to  the  residents  on 
Tolman  street,  respectfully  report  no  action 
necessary,  in  accordance  with  the  accompany- 
ing communication  from  the  Water  Board. 
[The  report  says  the  petition  will  be  granted  as 
soon  as  the  street  is  graded.] 

Accepted ;  sent  down. 


Aid.  McLaughlin  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  recommending  that 
minors'  licenses  be  granted  to  14  newsboys  and 
one  bootblack.  Severally  accepted,  and  licenses 
granted  on  the  usual  conditions. 

Also  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Charles  E. 
Ellis,  for  license  for  Boston  Music  Hall,  for 
season  of  1887-87,  that  a  license  be  granted. 
Report  accepted,  license  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

Report  that  a  license  be  granted  W,  C.  Blod- 
gett  for  Dudley-street  Opera  House  for  season 
1887-88.  Accepted,  and  license  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

BACK-BAT  PARK    AND    ROXBURY  MILL     CORPO- 
RATION. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  submitted  the  following : 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public 
Parks  to  whom  was  referred  the  request  of  the 
Board  of  Park  Commissioners,  for  authority  to 
arrange  a  settlement  with  the  Boston  &  Roxbury 
Mill  Corporation,  for  land  taken  and  better- 
ments assessed  on  account  of  laying  out  of 
Back-Bay  Park,  haying  considered  the  subject, 
respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing orders : 

Ordered,  That  in  the  settlements  of  the  suits 
pending  between  the  city  of  Boston  and  the 
Boston  &  Roxbury  Mill  Corporation  on  account 
of  the  taking  of  a  parcel  of  its  land  for  a  park 
at  the  Back  Bay.  and  the  assessment  of  bet- 
terments for  the  location  and  laying  out  of  said 
gark,  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  be 
ereby  authorized  to  take,  by  purchase  or  other- 
wise, and  include  in  said  park,  two  additional 
strips  of  land,  50  feet  in  width,  running  from 
Beacon  street  to  Charles  river,  adjoining  and  on 
either  side  of  said  parcel  of  iand,  and  pay  for 
the  same  with  said  betterments,  or  a  part 
thereof :  and  the  city  solicitor  is  hereby  author- 
ized to  allow  judgment  to  be  entered  according- 
ly. 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  here- 
by authorized  to  lease  to  the  Boston  &  Roxbury 
Mill  Corporation  any  rights  that  the  city  may 
have  to  make  any  additional  sluiceways  through 
lands  bordering  on  the  milldam,  now  or  form- 
erly owned  by  said  corporation,  except  through 
lands  now  or  hereafter  owned  by  the  city  of 
Boston. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  orders  were, 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  put  upon  their 
passage. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— The  Park  Commissioners 
have  been  before  the  Committee  on  Parks  two 
or  three  times,  and  in  order  that  the  aldermen 
may  vote  on  this  matter  properly,  and  know 
what  they  are  doing,  I  propose  to  state  the  facts 
as  they  are.  The  Roxbury  Mill  Corporation 
owns  some  land  on  the  right  of  Beacon  street, 
just  opposite  the  entrance  to  the  Back-bay  Park. 


They  contemplate  building  two  streets,  each  40 
feet  wide,  just  opposite  the  avenues  leading  to 
the  park,  which  are  50  feet  wide.  The  Park 
Commissioners  do  not  want  those  streets  40  feet 
wide ;  they  want  them  to  be  a  continuation  of 
the  Back-bay  drive  clear  to  the  water,  and  they 
want  them  the  same  continuous  width  of  50  feet. 
Of  course  the  Roxbury  Mill  Corporation  will 
give  to  the  Park  Commissioners  the  land  on  the 
contemplated  40-foot  streets,  but  they  claim  it  is 
no  benefit  to  them  to  give  the  other  10  feet,  be- 
cause they  have  sold  their  house  lots  on  each 
corner  at  36  a  foot,  and  land  on  either  side  of  the 
corner  lots  at  $4  a  foot.  After  considerable 
negotiation  the  Park  Commissioners  have 
agreed  to  give  them  S3  a  foot  for  the  10  feet  run- 
ning to  the  water,  and  they  at  the  same  time 
have  given  an  additional  deed  to  the  purchasers 
of  the  corner  lots  that  they  will  shove  them 
along,  outside  the  10  feet,  if  the  negotiations  are 
completed  by  the  1st  of  December.  About  the 
rights  the  city  is  supposed  to  have  concerning  the 
sluiceways,  the  corporation  counsel  said  before 
the  committeee  that  the  city  had  no  rights.  In 
1832  there  were  certain  rights  given  by  the  Rox- 
bury Mill  Corporation  to  build  sluiceways  to 
feed  Muddy  river,  I  suppose,  and  it  is  a  cloud 
upon  the  title  to  the  Roxbury  Mill  Corporation's 
land  today,  although  the  corporation  counsel 
says  the  city  has  no  rights.  But  the  Roxbury 
Mill  Corporation  in  order  to  be  able  to  give  a 
clear  title;  to  the  purchasers  of  their  lands, 
want  the  city  to  release  any  rights  it  is 
supposed  to  have.  The  Park  Commission- 
ers have  not  the  money  to  pay  for  the  land 
proposed  to  be  taken — the  10  feet  in  width 
— and  they  ask  the  city  government  to  allow 
them  to  offset  the  price  of  the  land  by  the 
betterments  assessed  on  the  Roxbury  Mill 
Corporation.  The  whole  thing  in  a  nut-shell, 
is  that  the  Park  Commissioners  want  the 
10  extra  feet  of  land  to  make  the  streets  50 
feet  in  width,  and  to  pay  the  Roxbury  Mill  Cor- 
poration out  of  the  betterments  assessed  upon 
them. 

The  two  orders  were  passed. 

Aid.  Lee— I  move  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote,  and  ask  that  it  be  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Board.  While  I  didn't  hear  the 
report  read,  it  seems  to  ine  there  are  some  rights 
there  which  the  corporation  should  be  forced  to 
release  to  the  city,  among  them  the  right  to 
empty  into  Muddy  river.  There  is  at  present  a 
block  of  houses  on  Longwood  avenue,  the  sew- 
erage of  which  enters  this  stream.  I  move  that 
that  be  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Board. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— That  matter  was  brought 
before  the  committee  and  they  investigated  it 
pretty  thoroughly.  It  seemed  that  when  this 
corporation  got  this  conduit  running  through 
the  mill  corporation's  land,  it  was  to  feed  the 
Muddy-river  channel  and  not  for  sewage,  but 
the  city  was  compelled  at  that  time  to  give 
sewerage  to  a  block  of  houses  on  Longwood 
avenue,  and  entered  into  an  agreement  with 
the  corporation  that  they  should  be  allowed  to 
do  it  for  two  years,  and  the  understanding  was 
with  the  superintendent  of  sewers  at  that  time 
that  these  houses  would  be  drained  into  the  im- 
proved sewerage.  The  Sewer  Department  has 
been  in  such  a  condition  that  they  couldn't 
carry  out  that  desire,  and  they  have  been 
obliged  to  negotiate  again  for  some  means  of 
sewering  this  block  of  houses,  and  the  Roxbury 
Mill  Corporation  charges  them  S250  a  year, 
making,  for  two  years,  3500.  The  matter  was 
brought  up  before  the  corporation  and  the  Park 
Commissioners.  We  thought  the  Commit- 
tee on  Parks  might  be  able  to  have  that 
transaction  entered  into  the  agreement, 
and  also  that  the  Roxbury  Mill  Corpora- 
tion cancel  whatever  they  might  charge 
the  Sewer  Department  to  balance  whatever 
they  gained  in  the  transaction  we  entered  into 
with  them.  But  while  we  find  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton owns  that  conduit,  there  is  still  an  agree- 
ment in  the  sale  of  that  that  no  sewage  shall  be 
emptied  there ;  that  it  shall  not  be  a  channel  to 
carry  sewage  into.  We  find  that  the  Roxburv 
Mill  Corporation  stand  on  the  high  horse,  and 
say  that  "this  agreement  stands  until  the  first 
day  of  December ;  take  it  or  not,  as  you  please ; 
and  if  anything  is  tacked  on  to  it,  it  is  cancelled, 
and  the  city  of  Boston  is  the  loser." 

Aid.  X.  G.  Smith — I  would  say  a  word,  in  ad- 
dition to  what  has  been  said  by  the  chairman 
in  this  matter.    As  he  says,  we  gave  this  the 
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most  careful  consideration,  and  we  called  to  our 
counsels  the  Law  Department  of  the  city  also. 
While  this  sluiceway  appears,  perhaps,  to  he  a 
cloud  upon  the  title  of  the  city,  there  is  a  differ- 
ence of  opinion  about  that.  I  believe  the  fact  is 
that  the  land  has  been  sold  at  very  large  prices 
along  the  river,  and  the  title  has  been  passed  by 
the  best  conveyancers  in  the  city,  and  we 
haven't  regarded  this  as  a  cloud  upon  the  title 
at  all.  There  is  a  good  deal  to  this,  and  the 
whole  statement  cannot  be  publicly  made  with- 
out divulging  secrets  of  the  Law  Department. 
The  city  has  been  in  a  suit  with  this  corporation 
for  a  good  while,  and  there  are  quite  a  number 
of  thousand  feet  of  land  pending  on  this  settle- 
ment. The  sluiceway  or  water  course  across 
their  land,  through  which  Stony  brook  passes, 
contains  about  57,000  feet  of  land  the  city  took 
and  expected  to  pay  for  at  the  rate  of  10  cents  a 
foot.  1  here  is  a  dispute  about  that.  That  mat- 
ter is  in  court.  Now  if  that  should  be  put  to  a 
jury,  the  question  is  whether  the  city  would  not 
have  to  pay  very  much  more  than  10  cents  a 
foot.  I  think  everybody  would  admit  that  that 
strip  of  land  along  there  today  is  worth  very  much 
more  money  than  the  city  agreed  to  pay  for  it 
at  that  time,  and  there  is  a  dispute  aoout  that 
agreement.  The  mill  corporation  supposed,  so 
they  claim,  that  when  they  sold  that  land  for 
10  cents  a  foot  the  betterments  were  all  to  be 
paid.  The  city  did  not  understand  it  in  that 
way.  The  city  has  a  claim  for  betterments  on 
that  land ;  the  mill  corporation  has  a  claim  on 
the  sale  of  this  57,000  feet  of  land,  and  then 
again,  these  two  streets,  Ipswich  and  Jersey 
streets,  run  through  the  park  to  Beacon  street, 
50  feet  wide,  and  rignt  opposite  to  them  are  the 
continuations  of  those  streets,  only  40  feet  wide. 
The  desire  of  the  Park  Commissioners  is  to 
make  a  continuation  50  feet  wide,  straight  to 
the  Charles  river,  so  that  when  the  water  park 
is  made,  or  the  Charles-river  embankment, 
these  will  be  parkways,  and  are  not  to  be  con- 
sidered as  public  streets.  For  that  reason  the 
order  is  drawn  so  that  the  city  may  take,  by 
purchase  or  otherwise,  enough  land  to  make 
these  continuations  50  feet  in  width.  Now,  the 
mill  corporation  has  laid  out  these  streets  40 
feet  wide,  and  if  the  city  will  buy  the  10  feet 
more,  they  will  deed  the  40  feet  to  the  city, 
giving  the  city  the  fee  in  the  whole  street,  and 
they  will  be  parkwavs  from  the  Charles-river 
embankment,  through  the  water  park  and 
through  the  Back-bay  Park.  Three  dollars  a 
foot  is  nor  a  fair  price  for  the  land,  for  the  cor- 
poration counsel  and  the  Park  Commissioners 
also,  tell  us  that  it  has  been  selling  for  $4  a  foot, 
and  the  corner  lots  for  $6.  But  in  order  to  settle 
this  lawsuit,  which  seems  to  be  a  very  compli- 
cated one,  it  seemed  to  us  that  we  had  better 
make  the  settlement  proposed,  and  they  will 
take  their  pay  in  awards  of  betterments.  They 
don't  ask  for  any  money.  Now,  in  the  opinion  of 
our  Law  Department,  there  is  a  doubt  about  how 
much  betterment  we  can  collect,  and  there  is  also 
a  doubt  about  what  we  will  have  to  pay  for  that 
57,000  feet  of  land,  and  there  are  a  great  many 
things  connected  with  it  that  I  am  not  at  liberty 
to  state  publicly.  This  settles  the  whole  thing. 
I  had  the  feeling  and  I  know  that  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  and  the  other  members,  did  at 
the  time,  that  it  smacked  of  philanthropy  at 
one  end  and  Shylock  at  the  other,  and  we  went 
into  it  very  carefully  and  tried  to  see  if  we 
could  not  reserve  this  claim  we  had  for  sluice- 
ways through  there,  to  relieve  the  Sewer 
Department  at  the  other  end.  But  we  have 
been  convinced  by  the  Law  Department 
since,  that  it  would  be  very  unwise  to  attempt 
that,  and  that  since  we  could  make  this  settle- 
ment it  was  in  the  interest  of  the  city  to  do  it, 
and  it  must  be  done  at  all  events,  before  the 
first  of  December.  The  arguments  were  very  con- 
vincing to  me,  and  I  am  sure  they  were  to  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  and  also  the  other 
members.  We  agreed  to  offer  the  order  in  this 
way,  and  I  think  we  could  convince  the  other 
members  of  the  Board  if  we  could  talk  to  them 
pri  vately  th at  it  is  the  best  thing  for  the  city  to  do. 
The  motion  to  assign  the  Ireconsideration  to 
the  next  meeting  was  rejected,  and  the  recon- 
sideration was  lost.    Sent  down. 


Aid.  Allen  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Rules  (Aid.),  that  the  rule  (referred 
April  11, 1887)  to  amend  Rule  23  (so  that  all  peti- 
tions for  licenses  for  steam  engines,  furnaces 


and  boilers  shall  be  referred  to  inspector  of 
buildings,  to  investigate  and  report  thereon  to 
the  Board  of  Aldermen)  ought  not  to  pass. 

Report  accepted  and   said  order  indefinitely 
postponed,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Lee. 


Aid.  Allen  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common  (Aid.)  that  leave  be  granted 
R.  H.  Kemp  to  plant  five  trees  on  Dale  street. 
Accepted  and  leave  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions. 

STABLES  AND  HEALTH    MATTERS. 

Aid.  Allen'  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health  (Aid.)  recommending  that 
leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  conditions  to  oc- 
cupy stables  as  follows: 

Philip  Lundell,  24  Newbern  street,  Ward  19 ; 
John  Hynes,  East  Chester  Park,  near  Clapp 
street.  Ward  20 ;  Niles  Bros.,  rear  369  Rutherford 
avenue,  Ward  4;  Stedman  W.  Fottler,  Tileston 
avenue,  Ward  24 ;  Oakes  A.  Drinkwater,  Brigh- 
ton avenue,  Allston,  Ward  25 ;  Mrs.  M.  A.  Kauf- 
f  er,  Bowdom  avenue,  Ward  24 ;  Anna  C.  Burgess, 
Norfolk  avenue,  near  Tremont  street,  Ward  24 , 
Fernald  &  Co.,  404  Maverick  street,  Ward  1. 

Reports  accepted,  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  the  following  from 
the  same  committee : 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of 
veterinary  department.  Harvard  University,  for 
leave  to  establish  a  hospital  for  dogs  at  50  Village 
street.    Accepted. 

Report  recommending  reference  to  Board  of 
Health  of  petition  of  Bridget  Waters  jand  others 
that  an  alleged  nuisance,  caused  by  one  Sawyer 
in  carrying  on  the  business  of  sausage  manufac- 
ture on  Boylston  avenue,  Ward  23,  be  abated. 
Accepted  and  said  reference  ordered. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of 
Jeremiah  Hayes  to  occupy  an  old  wooden  stable 
on  Geneva  avenue,  corner  Vaughn-street  ave- 
nue. Ward  24.    Accepted. 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Sarah  Marshall  and  others  that  an  al- 
leged nuisance  by  the  occupation  of  a  stable  on 
Binney  street  be  abated.    Accepted. 

Report  recommending  reference  to  the  Board 
of  Health  of  petition  of  Joseph  Pearce  and  oth- 
ers for  abatement  of  a  nuisance  on  Norfolk 
street,  Roslindale.  Accepted  and  said  reference 
ordered. 

BAT  WINDOWS. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Inspection  of  Buildings  (Aid.), 
recommending  that  leave  be  granted  on  the 
following  petitions: 

P.  O'Riorclan,  to  project  a  bay  window  from  48 
Henley  street. 

Holbrook  &  Harlow,  to  project  a  bay  window 
on  N  street,  corner  E  Fifth  street. 

Reports  severally  accepted  and  leave  granted 
on  the  usual  conditions. 

INSPECTION  OF  BUILDINGS. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Inspection  of 
Buildings: 

Report  and  order— That  the  inspector  of 
buildings  be  authorized  to  issue  a  permit  to  M. 
Herlihy  to  build,  outside  the  building  limits,  a 
wooden  addition  to  building  on  George 
street,  near  Hampden  street^  Ward  20,  in 
excess  of  size  allowed,  and  without  the 
construction  of  a  brick  wall,  as  required  by 
the  Ordinances,  and  in  accordance  with  an  ap- 
plication on  file  in  the  Department  for  the  In- 
spection of  Buildings ;  said  addition  to  be  occu- 
pied for  storage  of  carriages,  main  building  un- 
occupied. 

Report  and  order— That  the  inspector  of  build- 
ings be  authorized  to  issue  a  permit  to  A.  E. 
Robinson  to  build,  outside  the  building  limits,  a 
wooden  addition  to  building  on  rear  of  No.  185 
West  Second  street,  Ward  13,  in  excess  of  size 
allowed,  and  without  the  construction  of  a  brick 
wall,  as  required  by  the  Ordinances,  and  in  ac- 
cordance with  an  application  on  file  in  the  De- 
partment for  the  Inspection  of  Buildings ;  said 
addition  to  be  occupied  for  storage,  main  build- 
ing occupied  for  storage. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  sus- 
pension of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

LAND  DAMAGES. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  the  following: 
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Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  the  heirs  of 
Benjamin  Goddard  and  Henrietta  M.  and 
Thomas  Wiggles  worth,  the  sum  of  $1856.75,  for 
land  taken  and  all  damages  occasioned  by  the 
widening  of  Beacon  street,  by  a  resolve  and  or- 
der of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  passed 
March  28,  1887,  upon  tbeir  giving  to  the  city  a 
deed  or  release  for  the  same,  satisfactory  to  the 
city  solicitor,  and  an  acquittance  and  discharge 
for  all  damages,  costs  and  expenses  in  conse- 
quence of  said  taking:  and  the  sloping  and 
maintenance  of  the  filling  of  said  street  on  their 
adjoining  land ;  and  that  the  same  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Beacon  street  and 
Brookline  avenue— raising  grade. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

TREE  TO  BE  TRIMMED, 

Aid.  Bromwich  offered  an  order— That  per- 
mission be  granted  to  Albert  C.  Paige  to  trim, 
at  his  own  expense,  a  tree  standing  in  front  of 
his  house  on  N  street,  corner  of  Fourth  street, 
said  work  to  be  done  under  the  direction  of 
the  superintendent  of  common  and  public 
grounds. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

NOVEMBER  AND  DECEMBER  PAY-ROLLS 

Aid.  Maguire  offered  an  order— That  the  city 
auditor  be  authorized  to  allow  for  payment,  and 
the  city  treasurer  be  directed  to  pay,  all  em- 
ployees of  the  city  of  Boston,  on  monthly  pay- 
rolls, the  amounts  due  them  for  the  present 
month,  on  or  before  Wednesday,  Nov,  23rd,  in 
anticipation  of  the  December  draft,  and  for  the 
month  of  December  on  or  before  Dec.  24th,  in 
anticipation  of  the  January  draft,  and  the  heads 
of  departments  are  hereby  directed  to  submit 
the  pay-rolls  to  the  city  auditor  in  season  to  have 
the  orders  carried  into  effect. 

Passed,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Sent 
down. 

PASSAGEWAY  UNDER  LEATHER  SQUARE. 

Aid.  Maguire  presented  a  petition  from  J.  B. 
Lincoln,  for  revocation  of  license  granted  on  the 
7th  inst.  to  Frederick  and  Henry  Whit  well,  exe- 
cutors, and  Henry  A.  Whitney,  trustee,  to  con- 
struct a  passageway  under  Leather  square,  they 
not  being  allowed  in  their  capacities  as  execu- 
tors and  trustee  to  give  the  bond  required,  and 
the  petitioner  offering  to  give  a  bond  if  the  per- 
mit is  granted  to  him. 

In  connection  with  the  above  Aid.  Maguire, 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  offered  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Ordered,  That  the  license  granted  to  Freder- 
ick and  Henry  Whitwell,  executors  of  estate  No. 
94  Federal  street,  and  Henry  A.  Whitney,  trus- 
tee of  estate  of  William  B.  Spooner,  No.  8 
Leather  square,  to  construct  and  maintain  a 
narrow  passageway  under  and  across  Leather 
square,   connecting  the  basements    of    No.  94 


Federal  street  and  8  Leather  square,  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  rescinded. 

Ordered,  Tnat  a  license  be  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions  to  Joseph  B.  Lincoln,  to  con- 
struct and  maintain  a  narrow  passageway  un- 
der and  across  Leather  square,  connecting  the 
basements  of  No.  94  Federal  street  and  No.  8 
Leather  square. 

Orders  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

STEAM  ENGINES. 

Aid.  Haynes  submitted  for  the  Committee  on 
Steam  Engines  reports  recommending  that  leave 
be  granted,  on  the  usual  conditions,  to  erect  and 
use  stationary  steam  engines,  as  follows: 

Tremont  Electric  Light  Company,  60-horse 
power,  at  Congress  street,  corner  A  street,  Ward 
13. 

Pearson  Cordage  Company,  75-horse  power, 
rear  of  Norfolk  avenue,  near  Magazine  street, 
Ward  20. 

William  Litchfield,  eight-horse  power,  at  Ruth- 
erford avenue,  corner  Miller  street,  Ward  5. 

Reports  accepted,  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted,  on  the  usual 
conditions,  to  locate  and  use  steam  boilers  for 
heating  purposes,  as  follows : 

W.  T.  Emery  &  Co.,  10-horse  power,  on  wharf 
on  Charles  river,  at  end  of  extension  of  West 
Chester  Park.   , 

R.  Hodson  &  Son,  12-horse  power,  at  No.  6  Ben- 
nington street,  Ward  1. 

Tremont  Foundry  &  Machine  Company,  15- 
horse  power,  at  Culvert  street,  near  Hampshire 
street,  Ward  19. 

Kerosene  Heating  Company,  four-horse  power 
(for  experimental  purposes),  at  basement  191 
High  street,  Ward  12. 

Reports  accepted,  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

Report  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions on  the  petition  of  the  Boston  Brittania 
Company  to  locate  three  melting  furnaces  at 
No.  77  Travers  street. 

Report  accepted,  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  John  Becker, to  locate 
and  use  a  steam  boiler  of  four-horse  power  for 
vulcanizing  rubber,  at  No.  50  Hartford  street — 
That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw. 

Accepted. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Lydia  L.  Paine,  for 
license  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  steam  en- 
gine in  building  to  be  erected  on  Hammond 
street  and  Smith  avenue.  Ward  19— That  the  pe- 
tioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  at  her  own  re- 
quest. 

Accepted. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Allen  it  was  voted  that  when 
the  Board  adjourns  it  be  to  meet  on  Thursday 
next,  at  1  o'clock  P.M. 

Adjourned,  at  5.46  P.M.,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Lee. 


BOARD     OF     ALDERMEN 


959 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Adjourned  Regular  Meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen. 


Thursday,  Nov.  17, 1887. 
Adjourned  regular  meeting  of   the  Board  of 
Aldermen  at  1P.M.,  Aid.  Donovan,  chairman, 
presiding.    Ahsent— Aid.  Allen,  Capen,  Haynes. 


Forty  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  De- 
cember term  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court. 

THE  ELECTION  RETURNS. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  the  following: 

The  committee  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  returns  of  the  votes 
cast  at  the  election  held  in  this  city  on  the  8th 
inst.,  respectfully  report  that  the  said  returns 
are  properly  made  and  correctly  recorded  in  the 
city  clerk's  office. 

In  compliance  with  petitions  legally  made  and 
filed  with  the  city  clerk,  they  have  examined 
and  counted  the  votes  cast  for  senator  in  Ward 
4  of  the  second  senatorial  district,  and  also  the 
votes  cast  for  senator  in  the  fourth  senatorial 
district ;  also  the  votes  cast  for  representatives 
in  "Wards  4,  7,  9.  15  and  17,  which  examination 
and  recount  were  witnessed  in  person,  or  by  duly 
authorized  representatives  of  those  whom  the 
results  might  be  liable  to  affect.  The  returns, 
as  amended  by  the  examination  of  the  commit- 
tee, are  recorded  in  the  city  clerk's  office.  Al- 
though errors  were  found  in  the  number  of  votes 
returned  by  the  election  officers,  as  cast  for  said 
senators  and  representatives,  the  difference  was 
not  sufficient,  in  any  instance,  to  affect  the  elec- 
tion of  any  candidate  as  returned  by  them. 

They  recommend  that  the  usual  certificates 


be  signed  and  transmitted  to  the  secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  the  votes  cast  for  gov- 
ernor, lieutenant-governor,  secretary,  treasurer, 
auditor,  attorney-general,  councillors,  and  sena- 
tors, and  that  the  city  clerk  be  directed  to  trans- 
mit to  the  following-named  persons,  who  have 
been  duly  chosen  as  representatives  to  the  Gen- 
eral Court,  certificates  of  their  election,  and  a 
duplicate  of  said  certificate  to  the  secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth,  viz. : 
District  1.  Charles  T.  Witt,  Clarence  P  Lovell. 

2.  Patrick  J.  Kennedy,  Thomas  Q.  McEnany. 

3.  John  W.  O'Neil,  John  E.  Hayes. 

4.  Joseph  H.  Gleason,  William  H.  Preble. 

5.  Patrick  J.  Calnan.  Edward  Gagan. 

6.  Edward  J.  Flynn,  Harvey  N.  Collison. 

7.  Thomas  E.  Farren,  John  Doherty. 

8.  Edward  J.  Donovan,  Harrison  H.  Atwood. 

9.  Henry  Parkman.  William  O.  Armstrong. 

10.  Jacob  Fottler,  Edward  P.  Fiske. 

11.  Andreas  Blume,  William  F-  Wharton. 

12.  Philip  H.  Quinn,  Dennis  J.  Quinn. 

13.  Thomas  F.  Sullivan,  Edward  J.  Leary. 

14.  Charles  J.  No^es,  David  J.  Haggerty. 

15.  Michael  Garrity,  Frank  F.  WToods. 

16.  James  Donovan,  Jeremiah  Desmond. 

17.  Alpheus  Sanford,  John  W.  O'Mealy. 

18.  Henry  Frost,  John  F.  Colby. 

19.  William H.  Monahan,  Thomas  L.  Noonan. 

20.  Michael  J.  McEttrick,  John  H.  McDonough. 

21.  Moses  E.  Ware,  John  Backup. 

22.  James  J.  Dunlay. 

23.  Daniel  Gunn,  Edward  W.  Brewer. 

24.  John  F.  Brown,  William  T.  Leach. 

25.  James  A.  Hathaway. 
For  the  committee. 

Patrick  J.  Donovan,  Chairman. 
The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  recommen- 
dations of  the  committee  were  adopted. 

F.  M.  DREW'S  PETITION. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll  the  vote  of  last 
meeting,  by  which  the  petition  of  Franklin  M. 
Drew,  for  reconveyance  of  a  parcel  of  land  on 
Glenarm  street,  was  referred  to  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  was  rescinded,  and  the  petition 
was  referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Aid.  McLaughlin. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Monday,  Nov.  14,  1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
4  P.  M.,  Aid.  Donovan,  chairman,  presiding. 
Absent,  Aid.  Capen. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  the  reading  of 
the  record  of  the  last  meeting  'was  dispensed 
with. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENT. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the 
mayor  making  the  following  appointment: 

To  he  field-driver  and  pound-keeper  at  Brigh- 
ton. George  W.  Roberts. 

Laid  over. 

NATIONAL  BANK  TAXES. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Executive  Department, 
Nov.  14,  1887. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I   transmit   herewith,   for   your 
consideration,  a  communication  from  the  cor- 
poration counsel  concerningnational  bank  taxes 
which  have  been  paid  under  protest. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston,  ) 

Office  of  Law  Department,  [ 

14  Beacon  Street,  Nov.  14, 1887.     ) 

Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Sir,— Forty-seven  of  the  national  banks  have, 
this  year,  paid  their  taxes  under  protest.  The 
amount  of  the  taxes  so  protested  that  will  he 
due  to  the  Commonwealth  in  December,  as  re- 
ported to  me  by  the  city  treasurer,  is"$54S, 335.88. 
In  adjusting  the  accounts  between  the  city  and 
the  Commonwealth,  I  think  it  necessary  to  al- 
low the  amount  due  from  the  city  notwithstand- 
ing the  payment  of  a  part  thereof  to  the  city 
collector  under  protest,  and  I  advise  the  pas- 
sage of  an  order  similar  to  that  printed  on  page 
1113,  minutes  of  1886,  authorizing  the  treasurer 
to  make  such  allowance.  The  suits  brought  by 
the  hanks  to  determine  the  validity  of  the  taxa- 
tion have  not  yet  been  decided. 

Very  respectfully, 

E.  P.  Nettleton, 
Corporation  Counsel. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

hearings  at  4  o'clock. 

1.  On  petition  of  Timothy  Connolly,  for  leave 
to  project  a  bay  window  from  building  corner 
Westminster  and  Windsor  streets. 

No  objections.  Referred  to  Committee  on  In- 
spection of  Buildings  (Aid.) 

2.  On  petition  of  George  K.  Paul  &  Co.,  for 
license  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  engine  of 
10-horse  power  at  98  Milk  street. 

3.  On  petition  of  George  P.  Sanborn  &  Co.,  for 
license  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  engine  of 
eight-horse  power,  at  28  North  Market  street. 

4.  On  petition  of  Charles  S.  Gove  &  Co.,  for 
license  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  engine  of 
seven-horse  power,  at  30  Canal  street. 

No  objections.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Steam  Engines. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE  ON   PETITIONS, 

On  the  petition  of  "William  Jenkins,  for  leave 
to  project  a  bay  window  from  Nos.  1504-6-8  Dor- 
chester avenue,  an  order  of  notice  was  passed 
for  a  hearing  thereon  on  Monday,  Nov.  28th 
inst.,  at  4  P.M. 

On  the  petition  of  George  W.  Taylor,  for  leave 
to  project  a  bay  window  from  102  Huntington 
avenue,  corner  of  Garrison  street,  an  order  of 
n  otice  was  passed  for  a  hearing  on  Monday,  Nov. 
21st  inst.,  at  4  P.M. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Underground  Wires— 
Franklin  Electric  Light  Company,  for  permit  to 
construct  subway  and  conduits  for  the  storage 
of  wires— telephonic,  electric  and  telegraphic. 


To  the  Committee  on  Paving— Francis  James 
and  others,  for  brick  sidewalks  on  West  First 
street,  between  F  and  Dorchester  streets. 

Francis  W.  Ryder  and  others,  that  Homestead 
street  be  put  in  order  for  travel. 

John  J.  Ahern,  to  move  a  wooden  building 
from  CottageLstreet,  Ward  20,  to  Bartlett  court, 
Ward  20. 

Alexander  Doyle,  for  brick  sidewalk,  165 
Everett  street. 

D.  O.  S.  Lowell  and  others,  for  extension  of 
plank  sidewalk  on  Alban  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands— Frank- 
lin M.  Drew,  for  reconveyance  of  a  portion  of 
land. 

To  the  Committee  071  Department  for  the 
Inspection  of  Buildings— Mrs.  A.  Stetson,  for 
leave  to  build  an  addition  on  470  East  First 
street,  Ward  14. 

To  the  Committee  on  Department  for  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings  (Aid.)— J.  D'Arcy,  to  project  a 
lettered  lantern  from  44  Causeway  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department — Allen 
Bradley  &  Co.,  for  license  to  keep,  mix,  and 
store  for  sale  the  products  of  petroleum. 

Referred  to  Special  Committee  consisting  of 
Aid.  Allen,  C.  W.  Smith,  and  Carroll— -Boston 
&  Albany  Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to  sell  un- 
claimed baggage. 

To  the  Committee  on  Electric  Wires— Boston 
Electric  Light  Company,  to  locate  poles  on  I 
street,  South  Boston. 

Boston  Electric  Light  Company,  to  locate  two 
poles  on  Shawmut  avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps  (.Aid.)— Reed 
Bros.  &  Sawin  and  others,  for  public  lamps  on 
Shurtleff  court.  Ward  4. 

William  G.  Rixssell,  trustee,  and  others,  for 
public  lamps  on  Montrose  street. 

Mary  E.  Rhodes  and  others,  for  two  public 
lamps  on  Allbright's  court,  Ward  24. 

N.  P.  A.  Lally,  for  public  lamps  on  Sawyer 
avenue,  Ward  24. 

William  English,  for  an  electric  light  at  corner 
Dartmouth  street  and  Warren  avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  (Aid.)— Owen 
Nawn,  to  build  a  frame  stable  corner  Bickford 
and  Centre  streets,  Ward  22. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  (Aid.)— Michael 
Leonard,  to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden  building 
for  two  horses  on  Vale  street,  No.  47,  Ward  21. 

O.  Leuthy,  to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden  build- 
ing for  one  horse  on  Perkins  street,  near  Can- 
terbury street.  Ward  23. 

Charles  M.  Hinckley,  to  occupy  an  old  wooden 
building  for  three  additional  horses  on  Cham- 
bers-street place,  Ward  4. 

Abraham  Brandli,  to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden 
building  for  two  horses  on  Beech  street,  in 
rear,  Ward  23. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers  (Aid.)— Edward 
H.  Daveis,  for  abatement  of  sewer  assessment  on 
his  estate  between  Gaston  and  Holborn  streets. 

Martin  Ryan,  for  division  of  sewer  assessment 
against  his  estate  on  Market,  Waverley  andWest- 
ern  avenue,  into  three  equal  portions. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims  —  Catharine 
Dolan.  for  compensation  for  personal  injuries  re- 
ceived on  the  17th  of  October  last. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  Eyigines,  etc.— 
J.  W.  French,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler  of 
eight-horse  power,  for  heating  purposes,  at  35 
Sheridan  avenue. 

J.  B.  Batchelder,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
boiler  of  five-horse  power,  for  heating  purposes, 
at  411  Washington  street, 

DeWolfe,  Fiske  &  Co.,  to  locate  and  use  a 
steam  boiler  of  rive-horsepower,  for  heating  pur- 
poses, at  365  Washington  street. 

Mrs.  Ellen  Stevens,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
boiler  of  12-horse  power,  for  heating  purposes,  at 
Elm  Hill,  near  Cherry  street. 

A.  C.  Jordan,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler 
of  eight-horse  power,  for  heating  purposes,  at  Mt. 
Vernon  street,  near  Garfield  avenue. 

S.  M.  McNeil,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler 
of  seven-horse  power,  for  heating  purposes,  at 
Bellevue  terrace,  off  Quincy  street 

George  F.  Morrison,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
boiler  of  six-horse  power,  for  heating  purposes, 
at  Gardner  street,  corner  Linden  street. 

Rt.  Rev.  John  J.  Williams,  to  locate  and  use  a 
steam  boiler  of  22-horse  power,  for  heating  pur- 
poses, at  384-400  Sumner  street. 

Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  Corporation, 
to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler  of  four-horse 
power,  for  heating  purposes,  at  La  Grange  street, 
near  Jordan  street. 
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L.  Descalzo  &  Co.,  to  locate  and  use  two  st^am 
boilers  of  35-horse  power,  for  heating  purposes, 
at  Haviland  street. 

C.  U.  Cutting,  1.0  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler 
of  eight-horse  power,  for  heating  purposes,  at 
No.  68  Boylston  street. 

Robert  Codman,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
boiler  of  50-horse  power,  for  heating  purposes, 
at  25-27  Kilby  street. 

J.  C.  Gerlach,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler 
of  |10-horse  power,  for  heating  purposes,  at  361  At- 
lantic avenue. 

A.  K.  Richmond,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
boiler  of  three-horse  power,  for  heating  purposes, 
at  135  I  street. 

J.  C.  Gerlach,  for  license  to  locate  a  steam 
boiler,  for  beating  purposes,  at  361  Atlantic 
avenue. 

NEW  MILITIA  COMPANY. 

Aid.  Carroll  presented  a  petition  to  the  gov- 
ernor for  a  new  military  company  in  South  Bos- 
ton. 

Aid  Carroll,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 
offered  an  order— That  the  petition  of  Michael 
J.  O'Connor  and  51  other  residents  of  South  Bos- 
ton, to  be  allowed,  under  Chapter  411,  Section  24. 
of  the  acts  of  1887,  to  form  themselves  into  a 
militia  company,  to  be  attached  to  the  Ninth 
Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
approved. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

PAPERS  FROM    COMMON    COUNCIL,    NOV.  10,  1887. 

5.  Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  all  the  unex- 
pended balance  of  the  special  appropriation  for 

Wharf,  Paving  Department,"  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Paving  Department. 

Aid.  Lee— I  move  that  further  consideration 
of  that  order  be  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Board  at  half  past  four. 

Aid.  Allen— I  want  to  suggest  to  my  friend 
who  has  just  made  this  motion,  if  it  would  not  be 
better  to  refer  that  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
That  is  a  suggestion,  merely,  I  will  not  make  it 
as  an  amendment. 

Aid.  Lee— I  have  no  objection  to  have  it  goto 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  it  seems  to  me  it 
is  a  matter  which,  unless  the  rule  is  suspended, 
must  go  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  but  I  sim- 
ply ask  that  it  may  be  assigned  to  the  next  meet- 
ing in  order  that  the  auditor  may  have  sufficient 
time  to  find  out  what  outstanding  bills  there 
are  charged  to  repairs,  and  at  the  request  of  the 
auditor  and  superintendent  I  have  asked  to  have 
that  matter  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Board. 

The  order  was  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Board  at  4.30  o'clock. 

6.  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Printing 
be  requested  to  furnish  each  member  of  the  City 
Council  with  ten  copies  of  the  Paine-Burgess 
Memorial  when  issued. 

Passed  in  concurrence. 

7.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Schools  and 
School-houses,  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  public 
buildings  be  authorized,  under  the  direction  of 
His  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  hire  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  pupils  of  the  Thetford-avenue  school, 
Dorchester,  a  building  on  Armandine  street, 
owned  by  Dr.  E.  F.  Brackett,  at  a  rental  of  $30 
a  month,  and,  an  understanding  that  the  city, 
on  relinquishing  the  said  building,  will  pay  to 
the  owner  thereof  the  sum  of  $150 ;  said  sum  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  school- 
houses,  public  buildings. 

Report  accepted ;  order  passed  in  concurrence. 

8.  Report  of  same  committee,  recommending 
the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  public 
buildings  be  authorized,  under  the  direction  of 
His  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  lease  the  Hawes-place 
Church,  South  Boston,  for  school  purposes,  for  a 
term  of  three  years,  at  an  annual  rental  of  $1350 
and  water  rates,  with  the  privilege  of  renewing 
the  said  lease,  upon  the  expiration  thereof,  on 
the  same  terms  and  for  the  same  period,  if  de- 
sired; the  expense  thus  incurred  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  schoolhouses,  public 
buildings. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question 
came  on  the  passage  of  the  order  in  concur- 
rence. 

Aid.  Allen— I  would  like  to  strike  out  the 
word  "lease"  there  in  third  line,  and  insert  the 


word  "hire,"  so  that  it  maybe  perfectly  plain 
we  are  hiring  the  place,  instead  of  authoriz- 
ing the  mayor  to  lease.  If  I  have  a  building 
and  you  want  it,  I  lease  it  to  you.  The  city  want 
to  hire  this  building,  and  let  us  put  in  the  word 
"hire."  I  move  to  amend  b  striking  out  the 
word  "lease"  and  inserting  the  word  '  hire." 

Aid.  Carroll— As  a  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Sohools  and.  Schoolhouses,  if  the  gentle- 
man shows  that  there  is  legally  anything  to  em- 
barrass the  city  if  the  word  is  retained,  I  shall 
cheerfully  support  his  motion ;  but  it  seems  to 
me  that  this  will  be  a  lease  on  the  part  of  the 
city,  if  we  take  this  building,  and  it  will  be 
a  lease  to  the  city  executed  by  the  parties 
who  own  it.  It  is  right  to  call  it  by 
its  right  name.  The  gentleman  may  be  right 
in  calling  it  "hire,"  but  I  think  the  legal  term 
is  "lease,"  for  we  virtually  do  lease  the  build- 
ing for  a  year.  If  there  is  not  some  technical 
objection.  I,  as  a  layman,  would  like  the  gentle- 
man to  give  us  some  reason  for  the  proposed 
change. 

Aid.  Allen— In  the  previous  order  we  used 
the  word  "hire,"  and  I  don't  see  why  we  should 
not  do  so  in  this.  I  think  it  will  express  a  good 
deal  more  clearly  what  we  mean.  We  mean  to 
hire  this  building. 

Aid.  Bromwich— Do  I  understand  that  the 
alderman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  simply 
refers  to  the  word  "lease"  in  the  fourth  line? 
It  is  mentioned  twice.  I  would  call  the  alder- 
man's attention  to  the  fact  that  if  this  is 
changed  it  will  have  to  go  back  to  the  Common 
Council  for  concurrence,  and  that  will  delay  it. 

Aid.  Allen's  amendment  was  declared  reject- 
ed, and  the  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

Later  in  the  session  Aid.  Carroll  said :  I  move 
to  reconsider  the  vote  on  No.  8,  for  I  am  satisfied 
that  the  word  "lease"  placed  in  the  order  car- 
ries with  it  a  different  meaning  than  what  the 
order  intends.  The  word  "lease"  in  that  con- 
nection would  imply  that  we  have  the  building 
in  our  possession,  which  we  have  not.  I  am 
satisfied  that  "hire"  is  the  proper  word  to  put  in 
there. 

The  reconsideration  prevailed,  Aid.  Allen's 
amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order  as 
amended  was  assigned  for  an  hour. 

Later  in  tne  session  Aid.  Allen  called  it  up 
and  offered  the  following  substitute,  viz. : 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  public 
buildings  be  authorized,  under  the  direction  of 
His  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  obtain  a  lease  from  the 
trustees  of  the  Hawes-place  Church,  South  Bos- 
ton, for  school  purposes,  for  a  term  of  three 
years,  at  an  annual  rental  of  $1350  and  water 
rates,  with  the  privilege  of  renewing  the  said 
lease,  upon  the  expiration  thereof,  on  the  same 
terms  and  for  the  same  period  if  desired ;  the 
expense  thus  incurred  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  schoolhouses,  public  buildings. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  sub- 
stitute. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  would  like  to  amend  that 
order  so  that  it  will  read  "five"  years,  instead 
of  "three."  It  is  well  known  that  in  three 
years  from  now  we  shall  be  in  the  same  position 
that  we  are  now ;  and  it  will  be  best,  I  think,  af- 
ter consultation  with  the  masters  of  the  Lin- 
coln and  the  Gaston  schools,  to  secure  it  now 
under  a  five-years'  lease,  with  the  privilege  of 
renewing  it.  I  offer  that  as  an  amendment, 
hoping  that  any  members  who  do  not  feel  in- 
clined to  vote  for  it  will  speak  on  it.  The  chil- 
dren there  are  in  such  a  position  now  that  they 
haven't  any  place  to  go  to,  and  when  this 
church  is  changed  into  a  schoolroom,  the  chil- 
dren who  are  not  now  sufficiently  accommo- 
dated, and  who  are  actually  waiting  to  go  into 
that  new  school,  will  occupy  it.  So  that  we  will 
be  in  just  the  same  position  five  years  hence 
that  we  will  in  three  years.  I  will  make  that 
amendment,  that  we  insert  "five"  instead  of 
"three." 

Aid.  Lee— I  am  unable  to  see  why  the  alder- 
man on  my  left  should  move  that  amendment. 
As  I  understand  the  order  as  read,  we  now  di- 
rect the  superintendent  to  obtain  a  lease  for 
three  years,  with  the  privilege  of  still  further 
renewing  the  lease — three  years  more,  certainly, 
which  would  make  six  years.  It  seems  to  me 
it  is  needless  to  make  the  amendment  suggested 
by  the  alderman,  for  the  lease  as  made  is  for 
three  years,  and  the  conditions  are  such  that 
when  executed  we  have  the  right  to  renew  it 
for  three  years  more.  I  think  that  will  cover 
the  ground  and  arrange  everything  satisfac- 
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torily  to  the  alderman  on  my  left,  allowing  a 
period  of  six  years. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  will  say,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  under  ordinary  circumstances  I  would  be 
satisfied,  hut  schoolhouses  are  so  scarce  there 
for  children  that  I  am  positive,  and  so  also  are 
the  masters  of  the  school,  who  know  more 
about  it  than  I  do,  that  we  shall  be,  even 
at  the  end  of  six  years,  glad  to  continue  that 
lease.  It  is  the  cheapest  thing  we  can  do,  to 
hire  that  place  ur  lease  it  for  five  years,  with  the 
privilege  of  renewing  it  for  five  years  more.  I 
am  satisfied  that  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  find 
money  to  build  schoolhouses  in  that  section  of 
the  city  as  fast  as  there  will  be  children  to  oc- 
cupy them,  and  1  think  you  will  be  safe  in  hir- 
ing it  for  five  years  with  the  privilege  of  hiring 
it  for  five  years  more.  If  the  alderman  who  has 
last  spoken  only  knew  the  condition  we  were  in 
for  want  of  school  accommodations,  I  think  he 
would  embrace  this  opportunity  to  fasten  hold 
of  that  church  for  ten  years  at  that  rent.  That 
is  the  reason  why  I  am  certain  that  what  I  say 
is  the  fact. 

Aid.  Lee—  Owing  to  the  statements  made  by 
the  alderman  on  my  left  as  to  the  rapid  growth 
and  increase  over  there,  I  would  say  that  I  sup- 
pose he  speaks  from  knowledge,  and  I  have  no 
objection  to  his  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order, 
as  amended,  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

REPORTS  OF    CITY  OFFICERS. 

Quarterly  report  of  superintendent  of  Faneuil 
Hall  Market  for  quarter  ending  Oct.  30,  1887, 
was  received  and  sent  down.  Receipts,  $511.33. 

Report  of  sealer  of  weights  and  measures  for 
the  three  months  ending  Oct.  31,  1887,  was  re- 
ceived and  sent  down.    Total  earnings,  $881.47. 

Report  of  superintendent  of  streets  on  the  cost 
of  setting  edgestones  on  Crawford  street.  An 
order  was  passed,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 
for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  one  half  the 
cost  thereof. 

Report  of  Boston  Water  Board  for  quarter 
ending  Oct.  31, 1887.  Receipts  for  sale  of  material, 
etc. :  Cochituate  works,  $1509.43 ;  Mystic  works, 
$332.40.    Sent  down. 

BONDS. 

The  bond  of  Walter  E.  Swan,  clerk  of  Boston 
Water  Board,  being  presented,  duly  certified, 
was  approved  bv  the  Board. 

The  bonds  of  W.  H.  Badlam,  Moses  P.  Brown, 
William  H.  Mcintosh,  Charles  L.  Orr,  and 
James  H.  Sullivan,  constables,  being  presented, 
duly  certified,  were  approved  by  the  Board. 

MALDEN  BRIDGE. 

Aid.  Sullivan  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Bridges,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  William  T.  Van  Nostrand  &  Co., 
and  others,  that  Maiden  bridge  be  watered  by 
the  city— That  no  action  is  necessary  on  said 
petition. 

Accepted ;  sent  down, 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving  (Aid.) : 

Report  and  order  for  a  license  to  Ellen  A.  Cla- 
tur  to  construct  and  maintain  a  coal  hole  at  113 
and  115  Staniford  street.  Report  accepted,  or- 
der'passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order  for  brick  sidewalk  in  front  of 
estates  of  Francis  James  and  others  on  the 
southwesterly  side  of  West  First  street,  between 
F  and  Dorchester  streets.  Report  accepted,  or- 
der passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Reports  and  orders— That  the  superintendent 
of  streets  be  directed  to  pave  the  sidewalk  with 
brick  in  front  of  the  following  estates: 

Godfrev  Morse,  Pembroke  street. 

W.  S.  Rand,  115  and  117  Newbury  street. 

William  A.  Prescott,  corner  Columbus  avenue, 
Church  and  Tennyson  streets, 

Lyman  J.  Clark,  on  Roxbury  street,  between 
Rockingham  place  and  Hollis  place. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Report  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions to  William  R.  Cavanagh  to  move  a 
wooden  building  from  rear  813  Parker  street  to 
rear  812  Parker  street. 

Report  accepted,  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

Ordered,  That  the  assessment  of  $21.33  for 
edgestone,  levied  Nov.  2,  1887,  against  the  estate 
of  Eliza  A.  Inglis,  No.  19  Rand  street,  be, and  the 


same  is  hereby  abated,  on  account   of  inability 
topay. 

Ordered,  That  the  edgestone  and  sidewalk  as- 
sessment of  $48.40  each,  levied  Nov.  2d,  1887, 
against  the  estate  of  Freeman  N.  Josslyn,  Nos. 
720  and  722  and  724  and  726  East  Fifth  street,  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby  abated,  and  the  same 
estates  be  reassessed  as  follows : 

Nos.  720  and  722  East  Fifth  street,  Freeman  N. 
Josslyn,  $24.20. 

Nos.  724  and  726  East  Fifth  street,  Freeman  N. 
Josslyn,  $24.20. 

Error  in  previous  assessment. 

Report  accepted,  orders  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

ELECTRIC    WIRES. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Electdc  Wires,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  the  Boston  Electric 
Light  Company,  for  leave  to  erect  and  maintain 
two  poles  on  Shawmut  avenue,  between  Chester 
square  and  Northampton  street,  ha  <ing  con- 
sidered the  subject,  respectfully  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Boston  Electric  Light  Company  to  erect  two 
poles  for  the  support  of  wires  in  the  following- 
named  streets,  in  Boston,  at  points  designated 
by  red  dots  on  a  plan  made  by  M.  W.  Fitzsim- 
mons,  dated  Nov.  14,  and  deposited  in  the  office 
the  superintendent  of  streets,  viz : 

Shawmut  avenue,  between  Chester  square 
and  Northampton  street. 

[Appended  were  the  usual  printed  condi- 
tions.] 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

The  Committee  on  Electric  Wires,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  the  Boston  Electric 
Light  Company,  for  leave  to  erect  and  maintain 
poles  on  I  street,  between  Broadway  and  Fourth 
street,  South  Boston,  having  considered  the  sub- 
ject, respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order : 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Boston  Electric  Light  Company  to  erect  three 
poles  for  the  support  of  wires  in  the  following- 
named  streets  in  South  Boston,  at  points  desig- 
nated by  red  dots  on  a  plan  made  by  M.  W.  Fitz- 
simmons,  dated  Nov.  7,  and  deposited  in  the 
office  of  the  superintendent  of  streets,  viz : 

I  street,  between  Broadway  and  Fourth  street. 

[Appended  were  the  usual  printed  conditions.] 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

The  Committee  on  Electric  Wires,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  the  New  England 
Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company,  for  leave  to 
erect  poles  for  the  support  of  its  wires  on  Green 
street,  West  Roxbury,  having  considered  the 
subject  respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  following  order : 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
New  England  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Com- 
pany to  erect  nine  poles  for  the  support  of  wires 
m  the  following-named  streets,  in  West  Rox- 
bury, at  points  designated  by  red  dots  on  a  plan 
made  by  D.  A.  Harrington,  dated  Oct.  10,  1887, 
and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  superintendent 
of  streets,  viz.: 

Nine  poles  on  Green  street. 

[Appended  were  the  usmil  printed  conditions.]! 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

The  Committee  on  Electric  Wires,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  the  New  England 
Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company,  for  leave  to 
erect  one  pole  for  the  support  of  its  wires  at  the 
corner  of  Condor  and  Border  streets,  East  Bos- 
ton, having  considered  the  subject,  respectfully 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
New  England  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Com- 
pany to  erect  one  pole  for  the  support  of  wires 
in  the  following-named  streets  in  East  Boston 
at  points  designated  by  red  dots  on  a  plan  made 
by  D.  A.  Harrington,  dated  November  7,  1887, 
and  deposit  in  the  office  of  the  superintendent 
of  streets,  viz. : 

One  pole  corner  of  Condor  and  Border  streets. 

[Appended  were  the  usual  printed  conditions.] 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

The  Committee  on  Electric  Wires,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  the  New  England 
Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company,  to  attach 
its  wires  to  the  easterly  side  of  Warren  bridge, 
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and  to  erect  and  maintain  one  pole  on  Warren 
avenue,  Charlestown,  having  considered  the 
subject,  respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
New  England  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Com- 
pany to  erect  one  pole  for  the  support  of  wires 
in  the  following-named  streets  in  Charlestown, 
at  a  point  designated  by  a  red  dot  on  a  plan 
made  by  D.  A.  Harrington,  dated  Nov.  7,  1887, 
and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  superintendent 
of  streets,  viz. :  • 

Warren  avenue;  also  to  attach  its  wires  to 
easterly  side  of  Warren  bridge. 

[Appended  were  the  usual  printed  conditions.] 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules. 

The  Committee  on  Electric  Wires,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  the  New  England 
Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company,  for  leave  to 
erect  poles  on  Miller,  Lawrence  and  Austin 
streets,  Charlestown,  having  considered  the  sub- 
ject, respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order : 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
New  England  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Compa- 
ny to  erect  10  poles  for  the  support  of  wires  in 
the  following-named  streets,  in  Charlestown,  at 
points  designated  by  red  dots  on  a  plan  made  by 
D.  A.  Harrington,  dated  Oct.  10,  1887,  and  depos- 
ited in  the  office  of  the  superintendent  of  streets, 
viz. : 

Miller,  Lawrence  and  Austin  streets. 

[Appended  were  the  usual  printed  conditions.] 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 


Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Claims,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Mary  C.  Bieler  for  refund 
of  a  portion  of  the  amount  paid  to  the  city  for 
betterments  assessed  on  her  estate  on  account 
of  laying  out  the  Marine  Park,  having  consi- 
dered the  same,  respectfully  recommend  its 
reference  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Parks. 

Report  accepted  and  said  reference  ordered. 

Sent  down. 

The  Committee  on  Claims,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Beckman  &  Punchard  for 
the  payment  of  a  bill  of  8220  contracted  by  the 
Water  Board  in  1885,  having  considered  the 
same,  respectfully  recommend  its  reference  to 
the  Committee  on  Water. 

Report  accepted  and  said  reference  ordered. 
Sent  down. 

The  Committee  on  Claims,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  order  to  pay  Bridget  E.  Dolan  the 
sum  of  $73  from  the  income  from  liquor  licenses, 
having  considered  the  subject,  respectfully  re- 
port that  the  order  ought  not  to  pass. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— In  the  case  of  Bridget 
Dolan,  it  seems  to  me  the  claim  is  a  just  one ; 
because  the  license  fee  had  already  been  paid 
bv  her  husband,  and  he  having  died  before  the 
expiration  of  that  year,  she  is  compelled  to  take 
out  another  license  for  the  balance  of  the  year, 
and  to  pay  the  full  amount  as  though  she  were 
taking  a  license  for  a  full  year.  It  seems  to  me 
it  is  unjust,  and  I  have  no  doubt  on  the  report  of 
the  committee  that  they  have  good  reasons  for 
their  action  and  that  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee will  be  very  glad  to  give  us  some  reason 
for  making  the  report  in  that  way. 

Aid.  Lee— I  can  only  say  that  this  is  similar  to 
several  reports  that  the  Committee  on  Claims 
have  been  obliged  to  make  during  the  past  year. 
I  agree  with  the  alderman  on  my  right  that 
there  should  be  some  law  framed  that  would 
relieve  these  people  who  have  to  pay  double  li- 
censes. I  can  only  say  that  the  facts  in  this  case 
are  simply  these,  that  Michael  Dolan,  deceased, 
made  application  to  the  Board  of  Police 
for  a  second  victuallers'  license,  for  which 
he  paid  the  sum  of  $17G.  It  was  granted 
to  him  on  the  23d  day  of  April  this  year  and 
issued  to  him  on  the  2d  day  of  May,  and  he  has 
paid,  as  I  say,  $17G  for  that  license.  The  widow 
then  of  Mr.  Dolan,  deceased,  made  application 
to  the  Board  of  Police  to  be  allowed  to  continue 
upon  the  license  of  her  husband,  and  they  said 
there  was  no  law  for  it,  and  they  could  not  per- 
mit her  to  do  so.  She  was  then  forced  to  pay 
$176  more,  which  she  paid,  I  think,  on  the  10th 
of  October,  and  her  license  was  granted  on  that 
day,  and  on  the  22d  day  of  the  same  month  her 
license  was  issued.  Now  the  corporation  coun- 
sel comes  in  and  tells  the  committee  that  where 


a  license  is  issued  and  granted  the  committee 
have  no  power  to  refund  any  portion  of  the 
money,  but  if  the  license  had  been  granted  and 
not  issued  the  city  of  Boston  would  be  justified 
in  refunding  to  Bridget  E.  Dolan  three  fourths 
of  the  amount,  she  having  to  make  application 
to  the  State  for  the  other  quarter,  as  it  would 
have  been  paid  over  to  the  State.  Upon  that  de- 
cision the  Committee  on  Claims  have,  under,  as 
I  say,  the  opinion  of  the  corporation  counsel,  re- 
ported that  the  order  ought  not  to  pass. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— This  opens  up  this  case  to 
me  in  a  new  light.  Do  I  understand  the  alder- 
man to  say  if  sne  had  not  paid  the  money. 

Aid.  Carroll— If  the  license  had  not  been  is- 
sued by  the  Police  Commissioners  to  her  hus- 
band before  he  died,  she  could  have  received 
three  fourths  of  the  money  he  paid  out.  We 
have  had  one  case  of  that  kind  this  year. 

The  report  was  accepted.  The  order  to  pay 
Bridget  Dolan  was  indefinitely  postponed.  Sent 
down. 

SEWERS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Sewers  (Aid.) : 

Order  of  notice  for  hearing  on  Monday  next, 
at  i  o'clock  P.M.,  on  the  expediency  of  con- 
structing a  common  sewer  as  follows: 

In  Florence  street,  Ward  23,  between  Ashland 
street  and  the  Baptist  Church  on  Florence 
street. 

Order  passed. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Mary  Leeds  and  oth- 
ers, for  compensation  for  land  taken  for  sewers 
in  Dorchester  District,  between  Glover's  Corner 
and  Savin  Hill  avenue— That  the  petitioner  have 
leave  to  withdraw. 

Accepted. 

RAILROADS. 

Aid.  Carroll  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Railroads,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  the  Boston  Consolidated 
Street  Railway  Company  for  leave  to  construct 
a  double  track  railway  on  Alford  street  and  Mai- 
den bridge  to  the  line  of  the  town  of  Everett; 
also  for  authority  to  construct  a  railway  track 
on  Brookford  street  connecting  the  same  by 
curved  tracks  with  the  tracks  on  Blue  Hill 
avenue,  having  considered  the  subject,  respect- 
fully recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompany- 
ing order : 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  rights  here- 
tofore granted  the  Boston  Consolidated  Railway 
Company  to  lay  down  tracks  in  the  streets  of 
the  city  of  Boston,  said  company  shall  have  the 
right  to  lay  down  a  double  track  railway  on  Al- 
ford street  and  Maiden  bridge  to  the  line  of  the 
town  of  Everett,  said  tracks  and  turn-outs  be- 
ing shown  by  red  lines  on  a  plan  made  by  Arthur 
Hodge,  dated  Oct.  11,  1887,  and  deposited  in  the 
office  of  the  superintendent  of  streets. 

[Appended  were  the  usual  printed  conditions.] 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

The  Committee  on  Railroads,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  the  Union  Freight  Rail- 
road Company  for  leave  to  construct  and  main- 
tain a  side  track  on  Commercial  street,  begin- 
ning at  No.  293  and  ending  at  No.  277,  extending 
from  and  connecting  with  its  main  track,  hav- 
ing considered  the  subject,  respectfully  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the,  rights  here- 
tofore granted  the  Union  Freight  Railroad  Com- 
pany to  iay  down  tracks  in  the  streets  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  said  company  shall  have  the 
right  to  lay  down  a  side  track  in  Commercial 
street,  beginning  with  No.  293  and  ending  at  No. 
277,  extending  from  and  connecting  with  its 
main  track  on  said  Commercial  street,  said 
tracks  and  turnouts  being  shown  by  red  lines  on 
a  plan  made  by  Arthur  Hodges,  dated  Oct.  17, 
1887,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  super- 
intendent of  streets. 

[Appended  were  the  usual  printed  conditions.] 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

The  Committee  on  Railroads,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  the  Metropolitan  Rail- 
road Company  for  the  right  to  lay  tracks  to 
enter  their  new  stable,  corner  of  Warren  and 
Maywood  streets,  connecting  with  their  tracks 
on  Warren  street,  having  considered  the  sub- 
ject, respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  rights  here- 
tofore granted  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
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pany  to  lay  down  tracks  in  the  streets 
of  "the  city  of  Boston,  said  company  shall 
have  the  right  to  lay  down  tracks  to  enter  their 
new  stable  corner  of  Warren  and  Maywood 
streets,  connecting  with  their  tracks  on  Warren 
street,  said  tracks  and  turnouts  being  shown  by 
red  lines  on  a  plan  made  by  A.  L.  Plimpton, 
dated  Aug.  8,  1887,  and  deposited  in  the  office 
of  the  superintendent  of  streets. 
[Appended  were  the  usual  printed  conditions.] 
Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

WATER  DEPARTMENT. 

Aid.  Carroll  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Water,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Philip  P.  Sullivan  for  com- 
pensation for  damages  occasioned  to  him  by  the 
employees  of  the  city  in  laying  water  pipes  in 
Waltham  street  —  Recommend  that  the  peti- 
tioner have  leave  to  withdraw,  in  accordance 
with  the  accompanying  report  of  the  Water 
Board.  [The  report  says  Mr.  Sullivan  has  been 
convinced  that  the  department  was  not  at  fault.] 

Accepted ;  sent  down. 

The  Committee  on  Water,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  John  D.  Pierce  and  others, 
that  water  may  be  furnished  to  the  residents  on 
Tolman  street,  respectfully  report  no  action 
necessary,  in  accordance  with  the  accompany- 
ing communication  from  the  Water  Board. 
[The  report  says  the  petition  will  be  granted  as 
soon  as  the  street  is  graded.] 

Accepted ;  sent  down. 


Aid.  McLaughlin  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  recommending  that 
minors'  licenses  be  granted  to  14  newsboys  and 
one  bootblack.  Severally  accepted,  and  licenses 
granted  on  the  usual  conditions. 

Also  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Charles  E. 
Ellis,  for  license  for  Boston  Music  Hall,  for 
season  of  1887-87,  that  a  license  be  granted. 
Report  accepted,  license  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions, 

Report  that  a  license  be  granted  W,  C.  Blod- 
gett  for  Dudley-street  Opera  House  for  season 
1887-88.  Accepted,  and  license  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

BACK-BAY  PARK    AND    ROXBURY  MILL     CORPO- 
RATION. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  submitted  the  following : 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public 
Parks  to  whom  was  referred  the  request  of  the 
Board  of  Park  Commissioners,  for  authority  to 
arrange  a  settlement  with  the  Boston  &  Roxbury 
Mill  Corporation,  for  land  taken  and  better- 
ments assessed  on  account  of  laying  out  of 
Back-Bay  Park,  having  considered  the  subject, 
respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing orders : 

Ordered,  That  in  the  settlements  of  the  suits 
pending  between  the  city  of  Boston  and  the 
Boston  &  Roxbury  Mill  Corporation  on  account 
of  the  taking  of  a  parcel  of  its  land  for  a  park 
at  the  Back  Bay.  and  the  assessment  of  bet- 
terments for  the  location  and  laying  out  of  said 
Sark,  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  he 
ereby  authorized  to  take,  by  purchase  or  other- 
wise, and  include  in  said  park,  two  additional 
strips  of  land,  50  feet  in  width,  running  from 
Beacon  street  to  Charles  river,  adjoining  and  on 
either  side  of  said  parcel  of  land,  and  pay  for 
the  same  with  said  betterments,  or  a  part 
thereof;  and  the  city  solicitor  is  hereby  author- 
ized to  allow  judgment  to  be  entered  according- 
ly. 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  here- 
by authorized  to  lease  to  the  Boston  &  Roxbury 
Mill  Corporation  any  rights  that  the  city  may 
have  to  make  any  additional  sluiceways  through, 
lands  bordering  on  the  milldam,  now  or  form- 
erly owned  by  said  corporation,  except  through 
lands  now  or  hereafter  owned  by  the  city  of 
Boston. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  orders  were, 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  put  upon  their 
passage. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— The  Park  Commissioners 
have  been  before  the  Committee  on  Parks  two 
or  three  times,  and  in  order  that  the  aldermen 
may  vote  on  this  matter  properly,  and  know 
what  they  are  doing,  I  propose  to  state  the  facts 
as  they  are.  The  Roxbury  Mill  Corporation 
owns  some  land  on  the  right  of  Beacon  street, 
just  opposite  the  entrance  to  the  Back-bay  Park, 


They  contemplate  building  two  streets,  each  40 
feet  wide,  just  opposite  the  avenues  leading  to 
the  park,  which  are  50  feet  wide.  The  Park 
Commissioners  do  not  want  those  streets  40  feet 
wide ;  they  want  them  to  be  a  continuation  of 
the  Back -bay  drive  clear  to  the  water,  and  they 
want  them  the  same  continuous  width  of  50  feet. 
Of  course  the  Roxbury  Mill  Corporation  will 
give  to  the  Park  Commissioners  the  land  on  the 
contemplated  40-foot  streets,  but  they  claim  it  is 
no  benefit  to  them  to  give  the  other  10  feet,  be- 
cause they  have  sold  their  house  lots  on  each 
corner  at  $6  a  foot,  and  land  on  either  side  of  the 
corner  lots  at  §4  a  foot.  After  considerable 
negotiation  the  Park  Commissioners  have 
agreed  to  give  them  $3  a  foot  for  the  10  feet  run- 
ning to  the  water,  and  they  at  the  same  time 
have  given  an  additional  deed  to  the  purchasers 
of  the  corner  lots  that  they  will  shove  them 
along,  outside  the  10  feet,  if  the  negotiations  are 
completed  by  the  1st  of  December.  About  the 
rights  the  city  is  supposed  to  have  concerning  the 
sluiceways,  the  corporation  counsel  said  before 
the  committeee  that  the  city  had  no  rights.  In 
1832  there  were  certain  rights  given  by  the  Rox- 
bury Mill  Corporation  to  build  sluiceways  to 
feed  Muddy  river,  I  suppose,  and  it  is  a  cloud 
upon  the  title  to  the  Roxbury  Mill  Corporation's 
land  today,  although  the  corporation  counsel 
says  the  city  has  no  rights.  But  the  Roxbury 
Mill  Corporation  in  order  to  be  able  to  give  a 
clear  title!  to  the  purchasers  of  their  lands, 
want  the  city  to  release  any  rights  it  is 
supposed  to  have.  The  Park  Commission- 
ers have  not  the  money  to  pay  for  the  land 
proposed  to  be  taken— the  10  feet  in  width 
—and  they  ask  the  city  government  to  allow 
them  to  offset  the  price  of  the  land  by  the 
betterments  assessed  on  the  Roxbury  Mill 
Corporation.  The  whole  thing  in  a  nut-shell, 
is  that  the  Park  Commissioners  want  the 
10  extra  feet  of  land  to  make  the  streets  50 
feet  in  width,  and  to  pay  the  Roxbury  Mill  Cor- 
poration out  of  the  betterments  assessed  upon 
them. 

The  two  orders  were  passed. 

Aid.  Lee— I  move  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote,  and  ask  that  it  be  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Board.  While  I  didn't  hear  the 
report  read,  it  seems  to  me  there  are  some  rights 
there  which  the  corporation  should  be  forced  to 
release  to  the  city,  among  them  the  right  to 
empty  into  Muddy  river.  There  is  at  present  a 
block  of  houses  on  Longwoo<J  avenue,  the  sew- 
erage of  which  enters  this  stream.  I  move  that 
that  be  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Board. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— That  matter  was  brought 
before  the  committee  and  they  investigated  it 
pretty  thoroughly.  It  seemed  that  when  this 
corporation  got  this  conduit  running  through 
the  mill  corporation's  land,  it  was  to  feed  the 
Muddy-river  channel  and  not  for  sewage,  but 
the  city  was  compelled  at  that  time  to  give 
sewerage  to  a  block  of  houses  on  Longwood 
avenue,  and  entered  into  an  agreement  with 
the  corporation  that  they  should  be  allowed  to 
do  it  for  two  years,  and  the  understanding  was 
with  the  superintendent  of  sewers  at  that  time 
that  these  houses  would  be  drained  into  the  im- 
proved sewerage.  The  Sewer  Department  has 
been  in  such  a  condition  that  they  couldn't 
carry  out  that  desire,  and  they  have  been 
obliged  to  negotiate  again  for  some  means  of 
sewering  tliis  block  of  houses,  and  the  Roxbury 
Mill  Corporation  charges  them  $250  a  year, 
making,  for  two  years,  $500.  The  matter  was 
brought  up  before  the  corporation  and  the  Park 
Commissioners.  We  thought  the  Commit- 
tee on  Parks  might  be  able  to  have  that 
transaction  entered  into  the  agreement, 
and  also  that  the  Roxbury  Mill  Corpora- 
tion cancel  whatever  they  might  charge 
the  Sewer  Department  to  balance  whatever 
they  gained  in  the  transaction  we  entered  into 
with  them.  But  while  we  find  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton owns  that  conduit,  there  is  still  an  agree- 
ment in  the  sale  of  that  that  no  sewage  shall  be 
emptied  there ;  that  it  shall  not  be  a  channel  to 
carry  sewage  into.  We  find  that  the  Roxbury 
Mill  Corporation  stand  on  the  high  horse,  and 
say  that  "this  agreement  stands  until  the  first 
day  of  December ;  take  it  or  not,  as  you  please ; 
and  if  anythingis  tacked  on  to  it,  it  is  cancelled, 
and  the  city  of  Boston  is  the  loser." 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  would  say  a  word,  in  ad- 
dition to  what  has  been  said  by  the  chairman 
in  this  matter.    As  he  says,  we  gave  this  the 
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most  careful  consideration,  and  we  called  to  our 
counsels  the  Law  Department  of  the  city  also. 
While  this  sluiceway  appears,  perhaps,  to  be  a 
cloud  upon  the  title  of  the  city,  there  is  a  differ- 
ence of  opinion  about  that.  I  believe  the  fact  is 
that  the  land  has  been  sold  at  very  large  prices 
along  the  river,  and  the  title  has  been  passed  by 
the  best  conveyancers  in  the  city,  and  we 
haven't  regarded  this  as  a  cloud  upon  the  title 
at  all.  There  is  a  good  deal  to  this,  and  the 
whole  statement  cannot  be  publicly  made  with- 
out divulging  secrets  of  the  Law  Department. 
The  city  has  heen  hi  a  suit  with  this  corporation 
for  a  good  while,  and  there  are  quite  a  number 
of  thousand  feet  of  land  pending  on  this  settle- 
ment. The  sluiceway  or  water  course  across 
their  land,  through  which  Stony  brook  passes, 
contains  about  57,000  feet  of  land  the  city  took 
and  expected  to  pay  for  at  the  rate  of  10  cents  a 
foot.  There  is  a  dispute  about  that.  That  mat- 
ter is  in  court.  Now  if  that  should  be  put  to  a 
jury,  the  question  is  whether  the  city  would  not 
have  to  pay  very  much  more  than  10  cents  a 
foot.  I  think  everybody  would  admit  that  that 
strip  of  land  along  there  today  is  worth  very  much 
more  money  than  the  city  agreed  to  pay  for  it 
at  that  time,  and  there  is  a  dispute  about  that 
agreement.  The  mill  corporation  supposed,  so 
they  claim,  that  when  they  sold  that  land  for 
10  cents  a  foot  the  betterments  were  all  to  be 
paid.  The  city  did  not  understand  it  in  that 
way.  The  city  has  a  claim  for  betterments  on 
that  land ;  the  mill  corporation  has  a  claim  on 
the  sale  of  this  57,000  feet  of  land,  and  then 
again,  these  two  streets,  Ipswich  and  Jersey 
streets,  run  through  the  park  to  Beacon  street, 
50  feet  wide,  and  rignt  opposite  to  them  are  the 
continuations  of  those  streets,  only  40  feet  wide. 
The  desire  of  the  Park  Commissioners  is  to 
make  a  continuation  50  feet  wide,  straight  to 
the  Charles  river,  so  that  when  the  water  park 
is  made,  or  the  Charles-river  embankment, 
these  will  be  parkways,  and  are  not  to  be  con- 
sidered as  public  streets.  For  that  reason  the 
order  is  drawn  so  that  the  city  may  take,  by 
purchase  or  otherwise,  enough  land  to  make 
these  continuations  50  feet  in  width.  Now,  the 
mill  corporation  has  laid  out  these  streets  40 
feet  wide,  and  if  the  city  will  buy  the  10  feet 
more,  they  will  deed  the  40  feet  to  the  city, 
giving  the  city  the  fee  in  the  whole  street,  and 
they  will  be  parkwavs  from  the  Charles-river 
embankment,  through  the  water  park  and 
through  the  Back-bay  Park.  Three  dollars  a 
foot  is  not  a  fair  price  for  the  land,  for  the  cor- 
poration counsel  and  the  Park  Commissioners 
also,  tell  us  that  it  has  been  selling  for  $4  a  foot, 
and  the  corner  lots  for  $6.  But  in  order  to  settle 
this  lawsuit,  which  seems  to  be  a  very  compli- 
cated one,  it  seemed  to  us  that  we  had  better 
make  the  settlement  proposed,  and  they  will 
take  their  pay  in  awards  of  betterments.  They 
don't  ask  for  any  money.  Now,  in  the  opinion  of 
our  Law  Department,  there  is  a  doubt  about  how 
much  betterment  we  can  collect,  and  there  is  also 
a  doubt  about  what  we  will  have  to  pay  for  that 
57,000  feet  of  land,  and  there  are  a  great  many 
things  connected  with  it  that  I  am  not  at  liberty 
to  state  publicly.  This  settles  the  whole  thing. 
I  had  the  feeling  and  I  know  that  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  and  the  other  members,  did  at 
the  time,  that  it  smacked  of  philanthropy  at 
one  end  and  Shylock  at  the  other,  and  we  went 
into  it  very  carefully  and  tried  to  see  if  we 
could  not  reserve  this  claim  we  had  for  sluice- 
ways through  there,  to  relieve  the  Sewer 
Department  at  the  other  end.  But  we  have 
been  convinced  by  the  Law  Department 
since,  that  it  would  be  very  unwise  to  attempt 
that,  and  that  since  we  could  make  this  settle- 
ment it  was  in  the  interest  of  the  city  to  do  it, 
and  it  must  be  done  at  all  events,  before  the 
first  of  December.  The  arguments  were  very  con- 
vincing to  me,  and  I  am  sure  they  were  to  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  and  also  the  other 
members.  We  agreed  to  offer  the  order  in  this 
way,  and  I  think  we  could  convince  the  other 
members  of  the  Board  if  we  could  talk  to  them 
privately  that  it  is  the  best  thing  for  the  city_  to  do. 
The  motion  to  assign  the  Ireconsideration  to 
the  next  meeting  was  rejected,  and  the  recon- 
sideration was  lost.    Sent  down. 


Aid.  Allen  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Rules  (Aid.),  that  the  rule  (referred 
April  11,  1887)  to  amend  Rule  23  (so  that  all  peti- 
tions for  licenses  for  steam  engines,  furnaces 


and  boilers  shall  be  referred  to  inspector  of 
buildings,  to  investigate  and  report  thereon  to 
the  Board  of  Aldermen)  ought  not  to  pass. 

Report  accepted   and   said  order  indefinitely 
postponed,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Lee. 


Aid.  Allen  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common  (Aid.)  that  leave  be  granted 
R.  H.  Kemp  to  plant  five  trees  on  Dale  street. 
Accepted  and  leave  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions. 

STABLES  AND  HEALTH    MATTERS. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health  (Aid.)  recommending  that 
leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  conditions  to  oc- 
cupy stables  as  follows : 

Philip  Lundell,  24  Newbern  street,  Ward  19 ; 
John  Hynes,  East  Chester  Park,  near  Clapp 
street,  Ward  20 ;  Niles  Bros.,  rear  369  Rutherford 
avenue,  Ward  4 ;  Stedman  W.  Fottler,  Tileston 
avenue,  Ward  24 ;  Oakes  A.  Drinkwater,  Brigh- 
ton avenue,  Allston,  Ward  25;  Mrs.  M.  A.  Kauf- 
f  er,  Bowdom  avenue,  Ward  24 ;  Anna  C.  Burgess, 
Norfolk  avenue,  near  Tremont  street,  Ward  24, 
Fernald  &  Co.,  404  Maverick  street,  Ward  1. 

Reports  accepted,  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  the  following  from 
the  same  committee : 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of 
veterinary  department.  Harvard  University,  for 
leave  to  establish  a  hospital  for  dogs  at  50  Village 
street.    Accepted. 

Report  recommending  reference  to  Board  of 
Health  of  petition  of  Bridget  Waters  iand  others 
that  an  alleged  nuisance,  caused  by  one  Sawyer 
in  carrying  on  the  business  of  sausage  manufac- 
ture on  Boylston  avenue,  Ward  23,  be  abated. 
Accepted  and  said  reference  ordered. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of 
Jeremiah  Hayes  to  occupy  an  old  wooden  stable 
on  Geneva  avenue,  corner  Vaughn-street  ave- 
nue, Ward  24,    Accepted. 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Sarah  Marshall  and  others  that  an  al- 
leged nuisance  by  the  occupation  of  a  stable  on 
Binney  street  be  abated.    Accepted. 

Report  recommending  reference  to  the  Board 
of  Health  of  petition  of  Joseph  Pearce  and  oth- 
ers for  abatement  of  a  nuisance  on  Norfolk 
street,  Roslindale.  Accepted  and  said  reference 
ordered. 

BAT  WINDOWS. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Inspection  of  Buildings  (Aid.), 
recommending  that  leave  be  granted  on  the 
following  petitions : 

P.  O'Riordan,  to  project  a  bay  window  from  48 
Henley  street. 

Holbrook  &  Harlow,  to  project  a  bay  window 
on  N  street,  corner  E  Fifth  street. 

Reports  severally  accepted  and  leave  granted 
on  the  usual  conditions. 

INSPECTION  OF  BUILDINGS. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Inspection  of 
Buildings: 

Report  and  order— That  the  inspector  of 
buildings  be  authorized  to  issue  a  permit  to  M. 
Herlihy  to  build,  outside  the  building  limits,  a 
wooden  addition  to  building  on  George 
street,  near  Hampden  street.  Ward  20,  in 
excess  of  size  allowed,  and  without  the 
construction  of  a  brick  wall,  as  required  by 
the  Ordinances,  and  in  accordance  with  an  ap- 
plication on  file  in  the  Department  for  the  In- 
spection of  Buildings;  said  addition  to  be  occu- 
pied for  storage  of  carriages,  main  building  un- 
occupied. 

Report  and  order— That  the  inspector  of  build- 
ings be  authorized  to  issue  a  permit  to  A.  E. 
Robinson  to  build,  outside  the  building  limits,  a 
wooden  addition  to  building  on  rear  of  No.  185 
West  Second  street,  Ward  13,  in  excess  of  size 
allowed,  and  without  the  construction  of  a  brick 
wall,  as  required  by  the  Ordinances,  and  in  ac- 
cordance with  an  application  on  tile  in  the  De- 
partment for  the  Inspection  of  Buildings ;  said 
addition  to  be  occupied  for  storage,  main  build- 
ing occupied  for  storage. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  sus- 
pension of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

LAND  DAMAGES. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  the  following: 
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Ordered,  That  there  he  paid  to  the  heirs  of 
Benjamin  Goddard  and  Henrietta  M.  and 
Thomas  Wigglesworth,  the  sum  of  $1856.75,  for 
land  taken  and  all  damages  occasioned  by  the 
widening  of  Beacon  street,  by  a  resolve  and  or- 
der of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  passed 
March  28,  1887,  upon  their  giving  to  the  city  a 
deed  or  release  for  the  same,  satisfactory  to  the 
city  solicitor,  and  an  acquittance  and  discharge 
for  all  damages,  costs  and  expenses  in  conse- 
quence of  said  taking;  and  the  sloping  and 
maintenance  of  the  tilling  of  said  street  on  their 
adjoining  land ;  and  that  the  same  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Beacon  street  and 
Brookline  avenue— raising  grade. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

TREE  TO  BE  TRIMMED, 

Aid.  Bromwich  offered  an  order— That  per- 
mission be  granted  to  Albert  C.  Paige  to  trim, 
at  his  own  expense,  a  tree  standing  in  front  of 
his  house  on  N  street,  corner  of  Fourth  street, 
said  work  to  be  done  under  the  direction  of 
the  superintendent  of  common  and  public 
grounds. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

NOVEMBER  AND  DECEMBER  PAY-ROLLS 

Aid.  Maguire  offered  an  order— That  the  city 
auditor  be  authorized  to  allow  for  payment,  and 
the  city  treasurer  be  directed  to  pay,  all  em- 
ployees of  the  city  of  Boston,  on  monthly  pay- 
rolls, the  amounts  due  them  for  the  present 
month,  on  or  before  Wednesday,  Nov,  23rd,  in 
anticipation  of  the  December  draffcand  for  the 
month  of  December  on  or  before  Dec.  24th,  in 
anticipation  of  the  January  draft,  and  the  heads 
of  departments  are  hereby  directed  to  submit 
the  pay-rolls  to  the  city  auditor  in  season  to  have 
the  orders  carried  into  effect. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Sent 
down. 

PASSAGEWAY  UNDER  LEATHER  SQUARE. 

Aid.  Maguire  presented  a  petition  from  J.  B. 
Lincoln,  for  revocation  of  license  granted  on  the 
7th  inst.  to  Frederick  and  Henry  Whitwell,  exe- 
cutors, and  Henry  A.  Whitney,  trustee,  to  con- 
struct a  passageway  under  Leather  square,  they 
not  being  allowed  in  their  capacities  as  execu- 
tors and  trustee  to  give  the  bond  required,  and 
the  petitioner  offering  to  give  a  bond  if  the  per- 
mit is  granted  to  him. 

In  connection  with  the  above  Aid.  Maguire, 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  offered  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Ordered,  That  the  license  granted  to  Freder- 
ick and  Henry  Whitwell,  executors  of  estate  No. 
94  Federal  street,  and  Henry  A.  Whitney,  trus- 
tee of  estate  of  William  B.  Spooner,  No.  8 
Leather  square,  to  construct  and  maintain  a 
narrow  passageway  under  and  across  Leather 
square,   connecting  the  basements    of    No.  94 


Federal  street  and  8  Leather  square,  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  rescinded. 

Ordered,  Tnat  a  license  be  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions  to  Joseph  B.  Lincoln,  to  con- 
struct and  maintain  a  narrow  passageway  un- 
der and  across  Leather  square,  connecting  the 
basements  of  No.  94  Federal  street  and  No.  8 
Leather  square. 

Orders  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

STEAM  ENGINES. 

Aid.  Haynes  submitted  for  the  Committee  on 
Steam  Engines  reports  recommending  that  leave 
be  granted,  on  the  usual  conditions,  to  erect  and 
use  stationary  steam  engines,  as  follows : 

Tremont  Electric  Light  Company,  60-horse 
power,  at  Congress  street,  corner  A  street,  Ward 
13. 

Pearson  Cordage  Company,  75-horse  power, 
rear  of  Norfolk  avenue,  near  Magazine  street, 
Ward  20. 

William  Litchfield,  eight-horse  power,  at  Ruth- 
erford avenue,  corner  Miller  street,  Ward  5. 

Reports  accepted,  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted,  on  the  usual 
conditions,  to  locate  and  use  steam  boilers  for 
heating  purposes,  as  follows : 

W.  T.  Emery  &  Co.,  10-horse  power,  on  wharf 
on  Charles  river,  at  end  of  extension  of  West 
Chester  Park. 

R.  Hodson  &  Son,  12-horse  power,  at  No.  6  Ben- 
nington street,  Ward  1. 

Tremont  Foundry  &  Machine  Company,  15- 
horse  power,  at  Culvert  street,  near  Hampshire 
street,  Ward  19. 

Kerosene  Heating  Company,  four-horsepower 
(for  experimental  purposes),  at  basement  191 
High  street,  Ward  12. 

Reports  accepted,  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

Report  that  leave  he  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions on  the  petition  of  the  Boston  Brittania 
Company  to  locate  three  melting  furnaces  at 
No.  77  Travers  street. 

Report  accepted,  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  John  Becker.to  locate 
and  use  a  steam  boiler  of  four-horse  power  for 
vulcanizing  rubber,  at  No.  50  Hartford  street — 
That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw. 

Accepted. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Lydia  L.  Paine,  for 
license  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  steam  en- 
gine in  building  to  be  erected  on  Hammond 
street  and  Smith  avenue.  Ward  19— That  the  pe- 
tioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  at  her  own  re- 
quest. 

Accepted. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Allen  it  was  voted  thatwhen 
the  Board  adjourns  it  be  to  meet  on  Thursday 
next,  at  1  o'clock  P.M. 

Adjourned,  at  5.46  P.M.,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Lee. 
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Adjourned  Regular   Meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen. 


Thursday,  Nov.  17, 1887. 
Adjourned  regular  meeting  of   the  Board  of 
Aldermen  at  1  P.M.,  Aid.  Donovan,  chairman, 
presiding-.    Absent— Aid.  Allen,  Capen,  Haynes. 


Forty  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  De- 
cember term  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court. 

THE  ELECTION  RETURNS. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  the  following: 

The  committee  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  returns  of  the  votes 
cast  at  the  election  held  in  this  city  on  the  8th 
inst.,  respectfully  report  that  the  said  returns 
are  properly  made  and  correctly  recorded  in  the 
city  clerk's  office. 

In  compliance  with  petitions  legally  made  and 
filed  with  the  city  clerk,  they  have  examined 
and  counted  the  votes  cast  for  senator  in  Ward 
4  of  the  second  senatorial  district,  and  also  the 
votes  cast  for  senator  in  the  fourth  senatorial 
district ;  also  the  votes  cast  for  representatives 
in  Wards  4,  7,  9. 15  and  17,  which  examination 
and  recount  were  witnessed  in  person,  or  by  duly 
authorized  representatives  of  those  whom  the 
results  might  be  liable  to  affect.  The  returns, 
as  amended  by  the  examination  of  the  commit- 
tee, are  recorded  in  the  city  clerk's  office.  Al- 
though errors  were  found  in  the  number  of  votes 
returned  by  the  election  officers,  as  cast  for  said 
senators  and  representatives,  the  difference  was 
not  sufficient,  in  any  instance,  to  affect  the  elec- 
tion of  any  candidate  as  returned  by  them. 

They  recommend  that  the  usual  certificates 


be  signed  and  transmitted  to  the  secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  the  votes  cast  for  gov- 
ernor, lieutenant-governor,  secretary,  treasurer, 
auditor,  attorney-general,  councillors,  and  sena- 
tors, and  that  the  city  clerk  be  directed  to  trans- 
mit to  the  following-named  persons,  who  have 
been  duly  chosen  as  representatives  to  the  Gen- 
eral Court,  certificates  of  their  election,  and  a 
duplicate  of  said  certificate  to  the  secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth,  viz. : 
District  1.  Charles  T.  Witt,  Clarence  P.  Lovell. 

2.  Patrick  J.  Kennedy,  Thomas  Q.  McEnany. 

3.  John  W.  O'Neil,  John  E.  Hayes. 

4.  Joseph  H.  Gleason,  William  H.  Preble. 

5.  Patrick  J.  Calnan,  Edward  Gagan. 

6.  Edward  J.  Flynn,  Harvey  N.  Collison. 

7.  Thomas  E.  Farren,  John  Doherty. 

8.  Edward  J.  Donovan,  Harrison  H.  Atwood. 

9.  Henry  Parkman.  William  O.  Armstrong. 

10.  Jacob  Fottler,  Edward  P.  Fiske. 

11.  Andreas  Blume,  William  F  Wharton. 

12.  Philip  H.  Quinn,  Dennis  J.  Quinn. 

13.  Thomas  F.  Sullivan,  Edward  J.  Leary. 

14.  Charles  J.  Noyes,  David  J.  Haggerty. 

15.  Michael  Garrity,  Frank  F.  Woods. 

16.  James  Donovan,  Jeremiah  Desmond. 

17.  Alpheus  Sanford.  John  W.  O'Mealy. 

18.  Henry  Frost,  John  F.  Colby. 

19.  William  H.  Monahan,  Thomas  L.  Noonan. 

20.  Michael  J.  McEttrick.  John  H.  McDonough. 

21.  Moses  E.  Ware,  John  Backup. 

22.  James  J.  Dunlay. 

23.  Daniel  Gunn.  Edward  W.  Brewer. 

24.  John  F.  Brown,  William  T.  Leach. 

25.  James  A.  Hathaway. 
For  the  committee, 

Patrick  J.  Donovan,  Chairman. 
The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  recommen- 
dations of  the  committee  were  adopted. 

F.  Iff.  DREW'S  PETITION. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll  the  vote  of  last 
meeting,  by  which  the  petition  of  Franklin  M. 
Drew,  for  reconveyance  of  a  parcel  of  land  on 
Glenarrn  street,  was  referred  to  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  was  rescinded,  and  the  petition 
was  referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Aid.  McLaughlin. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council. 


November  17,  1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Commoa  Council  at 
7.30  P.M.,  President  Barry  in  the  chair. 

By  direction  of  the  president  the  roll  was 
called  \vith  the  following  result : 

Present— Atwood,  Barry,  Bowman.  Burr,  Car- 
roll,Carstensen. Clark,  Cochran,  Coleman,  Coyle, 
Desmond,  Dewey,  Dolan,  Fisher,  Fowler,  Frost, 
J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Lattimore,  Lauten,  Light, 
McEnaney,  McKenna,  McNary,  F.  Morison.  F. 
R.  Morrison,  J.  Murphy,  "W.  H.  Murphy,  Norton, 
O'Mealey,  C.  C.  Powers.  Reilly,  Richards,  San- 
ger, Short,  Snow.  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R. 
Sullivan.  Sundberg,  Teevens.  Tracy,  Tuttle, 
Webster,  Whall,  Whitmore,  Wilson— 47. 

Absent— Blume,  Chamberlain,  Connolly,  Da- 
vern,  Duggan,  Dunn,  Foss,  Fottler.  P.  J.  Gal- 
lagher, Haggerty,  Harrington,  Hayes,  Keliher, 
Kelley,  Kennedy,  Ladd,  Leary,  Mahoney,  J.  J. 
Murphy,  Nunan,  Perkins,  Perry,  E.  J.  Powers. 
Shaw.  Thayer— 25. 

THE    NEXT  MEETING. 

Mr.  Fowler  offered  an  order— That  when  this 
Council  adjourns  it  be  to  meet  on  Thursday, 
Dec.  1,  1887,  at  7.30. 

Passed.  Mr.  Fowler  moved  to  reconsider; 
lost. 

SATURDAY  HALF-HOLIDAY. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston.  ) 

Executive  Department,  Nov.  l,  1887. J 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,  —  In  accordance  with  the  order 
passed  by  the  City  Council,  "that  His  Honor  the 
Mayor  be  requested  to  report  to  the  City  Council 
what  action,  if  any,  has  been  taken  by  the  heads 
of  the  various  departments,  on  the  order  of  the 
City  Council  granting  a  half-holiday  to  those 
employees  whose  services  could  be  dispensed 
with,"  I  forthwith  called  a  meeting  of  all  the 
heads  of  departments  to  ascertain  what  action 
had  been  taken  in  the  matter,  The  result  of 
that  meeting  is  herewith  annexed. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston,  i 

Executive  Department,  Oct.  27, 1887.  I 

In  response  to  the  mayor's  invitation,  the 
heads  of  all  the  city  departments  met  in  the 
executive  chamber  at  12  o'clock  M.,  to  confer 
with  the  mayor  and  report  to  him  the  working 
of  the  half-holiday  system.  Twenty-seven 
heads  of  departments  were  present,  as  follows : 

Mr.  Nettleton,  Corporation  Counsel. 

Mr.  Turner,  City  Ireasurer. 

Mr.  Dodge.  City  Auditor. 

Mr.  Ricker,  Citv  Collector. 

Mr.  Whitney,  East  Boston  Ferries. 

Mr.  Damrell,  Inspector  of  Buildings. 

Mr.  Martin,  Director  for  Public  Institutions. 

Mr.  Davis,  Water  Registrar. 

Mr.  Davis,  City  Surveyor. 

Mr.  Perkins,  Sewer  Department. 

Mr.  Greenough,  Public  Library, 

Mr.  Rockwell,  Water  Board. 

Mr.  McDonald,  Paving  Department. 

Mr.  Tucker,  Public  Buildings. 

Dr.  Durgin,  Board  of  Health. 

Mr.  Forristall,  Superintendent  of  Health. 

Mr.  Fitch,  Fire  Department. 

Mr.  Collins,  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures. 

Mr.  Galvin,  Superintendent  of  Mt.  Hope  Cem- 
etery. 

Mr.  Vinal,  City  Architect. 

Mr.  Lane,  Superintendent  of  Printing. 

Mr.  O'Neil,  City  Clerk. 

Mr,  Brawley,  Assistant  Clerk  of  Committees. 

Mr.  Peters.  City  Messenger. 

Mr.  Doogue,  Superintendent  of  Common. 

Mr.  Dean,  Park  Commissioner. 

Mr.  Toland,  Lamp  Department. 

Mr.  Dacey,  City  Hospital. 

Mr.  Young,  Superintendent  of  Bridges. 

The  mayor  read  the  following  communica- 
tions and  orders : 


City  of  Boston,  } 

Executive  Department,  May  16, 1887.  j 

To  the 

Sir,— You  are  hereby  requested  to  allow  all  the  em- 
ployees in  yuur  department,  whose  services  can  be  dis- 
pensed with,  a  halt-holiday,  without  loss  of  pay,  on  Sat- 
urdays, commencing  on  June  4,  1887. 
Yours  truly, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 
City  of  Boston,  \ 

In  Board  of  Aldermen,  May  16, 1887.  > 
Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  May  be  requdsted  to  di- 
rect the  heads  of  departments  to  allow,  as  part  compen- 
sation for  their  services  rendered  to  the  city  of  Boston, 
all  employees,  except  those  whose  services  are  indis- 
pensable, a  half -day's  vacation,  without  loss  of  pay,  on 
Saturday  afternoons  during  the  months  of  June,  July, 
August,  and  September,  1887. 

Passed.    Sent  down  for  concurrence.    Way  19  came  tip 
concurred. 
A  true  copy. 

Attest:  J.  H.  O'Neil,  City  Clerk. 

City  of  Boston,  ) 

In  Common  Council,  Sept.  29, 1888.  / 
Ordered,  That  the  heads  of  all  the   departments  be  re- 
quested to  eontinu    the  half -holiday  Saturday  to  their 
employees  whose  services  can  be  dispensed  with  during 
the  winter  months. 
Passed.    Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

In  Board  of  Aldermen,  Oct.  3, 1887. 
Concurred. 

Approved  by  the  mayor,  Oct.  5, 1887. 
A  true  copy. 
Attest :  J.  H.  O'Neil,  City  Clerk. 

City  of  Boston,  Executive  Department,        \ 
Mator's  Office,  City  Hall,  Octobtr  12,1887.]" 

To  the 

Sir,— Your  attention  is  respectfully  called  to  the  follow- 
ing order,  which  has  been  passed  by  the  City  Council: 

"Ordered,  That  the  heads  of  all  departments  be  re- 
quested to  continue  the  half -holiday  Saturday  to  their 
employees  whose  services  can  be  dispensed  with  during 
the  winter  months." 

Please  comply  with  the  above  request  as  far  as  practi- 
cable. Yours  truly,      < 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 
City  of  Boston,  ) 

In  Common  Council,  Oct.  20, 1887.3 
Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  re- 
port to  the  City  Council  what  action,  if  any,  has  been 
taken  by  the  heads  of  the  various  departments  on  the  or- 
der of  the  City  Council  granting  a  half-holiday  to  those 
employees  whose  services  could  be  dispensed  with. 
Passed.    Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

In  Board  of  Aldermen,  Oct.  24. 1887. 
Concurred. 
A  true  copy. 
Attest:  J.  H.  O'Neil,  City  Clerk. 

City  of  Boston, 
Executive  Department,  City  Hall, 
Oct.  25, 1887. 
Sir,— You  are  hereby  requested  to  attend  a  conference 
of  all  the  heads  of  departments  at  this  office,  on  Thurs- 
day, Oct.  27,  1887,  at  12  o'clock  M. 

Please  be  prepared  to  make  a  report  upon  the  following 
order,  which  has  just  been  passed  by  the  Citv  Council : 

"Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be"  requested  to 
report  to  t,he  City  Council  what  action,  If  any,  has  been 
taken  by  the  heads  of  the  various  departments  on  the  or- 
der of  the  City  Council  granting  a  half-holiday  to  those 
employee;-  whose  ser\ices  could  be  dispensed  with." 
Yours  truly, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

The  Mayor— I  thought  the  best  way.  gentle- 
men, was  to  call  you  together  so  as  to  enable  me 
to  make  a  report  in  accordanee  with  the  order 
of  the  City  Council,  and  I  suppose  I  might  as 
well  commence  with  the  head  of  each  depart- 
ment—for instance,  the  city  treasurer.  Mr. 
Turner,  what  arrangements  did  you  make? 

City  Treasurer  Turner— Well,  sir,  as  the  Treas- 
ury Department  is  situated,  and  more  particu- 
larly since  the  passage  of  the  weekly  payment 
law,  we  could  give  no  vacation  to  anybody  be- 
tween the  hours  of  12  and  2,  for  that  is  the  time 
during  which  we  pay  all  the  weekly  employees, 
both  in  the  hall  and  outside. 

The  Mayor— There  is  a  shorthand  reporter 
here,  gentlemen,  who  will  take  down  all  you 
have  to  say. 

The  Treasurer— It  is  well  known  that  the  em- 
ployees of  the  Treasury,  especially  the  paymas- 
ters in  the  outlying  districts,  do  not  get  through 
sometimes  until  6  o'clock  in  the  evening ;  but 
the  office  goes  on  all  well  enough,  and  the  em- 
ployees are  all  satisfied.  It  would  certainly  be 
against  the  common  good  to  close  at  noon  on 
Saturdays,  more  particularly  as  the  banking  in- 
stitutions are  all  open  until  2  o'clock  and  some 
of  themuntil  3  on  Saturday  afternoon. 

The  Mayor— How  many  employees  have  you 
n  your  department? 

The  Treasurer— Thirteen  altogether. 

The  Mayor— And  their  work  terminates  at 
what  hour,  generally  on  Saturday? 

The  Treasurer— We  close  the  office  at  2  o'clock, 
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but  the  labors  of  the  clerks  are  not  terminated 
until  their  trial  balances  are  gotten  out. 

The  Mayor — As  soon  as  their  labor  is  com- 
pleted for  the  day  they  leave? 

The  Treasurer— It  is  generally  so  systematized 
that  they  get  away,  except  on  the  first  week  in 
the  mouth— and  then  they  have  to  work  some- 
times until  4,  5,  or  6  o'elock— they  generally  go 
about  a  quarter  before  3. 

The  Mayor — There  is  no  other  way  that  you 
can  manage? 

The  Treasurer— Not  and  comply  with  the  law. 
The  office  cannot  be  closed  and  the  clerks  leave 
until  the  trial  balance  is  obtained. 

The  Mayor— The  Auditor's  Department. 

Gity  Auditor  Dodge— Those  who  go  one  Sat- 
urday stay  the  next,  except  where  the  work  re- 
quires that  clerks  shall  stay. 

The  Mayor— That  is,  one  half  the  employees- 
City  Auditor— About  half— 

The  Mayor— Have  a  half  holiday  every  other 
Saturday?  How  many  have  you  in  your  de- 
partment? 

City  Auditor— About  12  in  my  department. 

The  Mayor— The  Collector's  Department. 

Collector  Ricker— Up  to  the  time  of  the  pass- 
age of  the  order,  I  made  arrangements  so  that 
half  of  the  clerks  should  go  out  at  12  o'clock 
Saturday,  and  remain  the  next  Saturday  until 
the  business  was  closed,  and  let  the  other  half 
go  out.  That  arrangement  was  in  force  until  the 
1st  of  October,  when  you  know  we  became  a 
gieat  deal  more  busy  in  my  department ;  and 
then,  you  know  I  cannot  dispense  with  the  ser- 
vices of  any  one  until  the  business  is  closed  up. 

The  Mayor— That  is,  you  pursue  in  your  de- 
partment the  same  system  as  that  in  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  and  it  is  uncertain  at  what 
hour  you  can  close?  On  Saturday  you  regulate 
business  just  as  on  any  other  day  of  the  week. 

Water-Registrar  Davis— There  are  11  employed 
in  the  office  of  the  water  registrar,  and  the  office 
is  closed  at  2  o'clock  on  Saturdays.  It  is  not 
practicable  to  close  the  office  before  that  bour. 
In  tbe  service  branch  of  my  department  there 
are  14  men  employed,  principally  in  the  work  of 
letting  on  and  shutting  off  of  water,  and  those 
men  are  divided  into  two  gangs,  seven  in  each, 
and  they  are  relieved  every  other  Saturday  at 
12  o'clock,  and  the  others  as  early  as  the  orders 
that  have  come  in  by  12  o'clock  are  completed ; 
so  that  practically  the  department  is  in  keeping 
with  the  votes  passed  by  the  City  Council,  so  far 
as  it  is  possible. 

The  Mayor— How  many  employees  are  there? 

Water-Registrar  Davis— There  are  11  in  the 
office  proper,  and  14  laborers— 25  in  all. 

The  Mayor— How  many  in  your  department, 
Mr.  Ricker? 

The  Collector— Twenty-six  regular  officers. 

The  Mayor— The  work  of  deputy  collectors 
cannot  be  regulated  by  any  system? 

The  Collector— We  can  give  them  a  half-holi- 
day on  Saturday,  and  they  get  it,  except  in  the 
very  busy  part  of  the  year. 

The  Mayor— The  City  Clerk's  Department. 
How  many  are  there  in  your  department? 

The  City  Clerk— Twelve  clerks  altogether. 

The  Mayor— They  have  a  half-holiday  on  Sat- 
urday. 

The  City  Clerk— Yes,  sir,  all  but  myself  and 
one  other — the  rules  of  the  City  Hall  require 
that  the  hall  shall  be  kept  open  until  2  o'clock, 
and  some  one  has  to  stop  in  the  office. 

The  Mayor— City  Msssenger's  Department. 
How  many  are  there  employed  in  your  depart- 
ment, Mr.  Peters? 

City  Messenger  Peters— Sixteen,  Mr.  Mayor, 
with  myself— watchman  and  members  of  the 
Polic'e  Department  make  23  in  all. 

The  Mayor— Do  they  have  the  half-holiday  on 
Saturday? 

City  Messenger— No,  sir,  they  do  not.  It  is  im- 
possible to  allow  this  half-holday  in  my  depart- 
ment, especially  on  Saturday,  for  there  is  more 
or  less  work  that  has  to  be  attended  to,  and  es- 
pecially the  janitors  do  their  cleaning  on  Satur- 
day, and  it  is  impossible  to  allow  the  half-holi- 
day in  my  department. 

The  Mayor— How  is  it  in  the  Law  Depart- 
ment. Mr.  Nettleton? 

Mr.  Nettleton — We  have  one  employee  in  the 
Law  Department,  and  he  is  permitted  to  go  on 
Saturdays  for  tbe  half-holiday  when  he  likes. 
I  said  to  him  last  Saturday,  "Aren't  you  going?'' 
and  he  said  "No,"  he  wanted  to  stay  and  do 
some  work ;  he  prefers  to  stay  and  attend  to  his 
business. 


The  Mayor— The  order  passed  by  the  City 
Council  May  16  reads  "that  His  Honor  the 
Mayor  be  requested  to  direct  the  heads  of  de- 
partments." Has  His  Honor  the  Mayor  any 
power  to  "direct"  the  heads  of  departments  to 
do  this  or  do  that? — that  is  a  legal  question  per- 
haps that  you  would  like  time  to  answer. 

Mr.  Nettleton— Yes,  I  think  as  the  Court  often 
says,  I  should  prefer  to  reserve  my  decision.  In 
other  words,  I  should  hardly  be  prepared  with- 
out notice  to  give  an  oral  answer  to  a  question 
of  law  here  which  would  involve  careful 
thought. 

The  Mayor— I  have  always  been  very  careful 
to  "request"  the  heads  of  departments  to  do 
this  or  that,  believing  that  the  city  charter 
places  all  the  responsibility  and  power  in  the 
heads  of  departments  to  conduct  their  depart- 
ments with  economy  and  efficiency,  and  for  the 
best  interests  of  the  city.  The  only  real  power, 
I  look  upon  it,  that  is  in  the  hands  of  the  mayor 
is:  if,  in  my  opinion,  I  don't  think  tbe  heads  of 
departments  perform  the  duties  imposed  upon 
them,  I  could  remove  them  for  cause  satisfac- 
tory to  me.  The  clause  in  relation  to  that,  Mr. 
Nettleton,  reads:  "Such  officers  and  boards 
shall,  in  their  respective  departments,  make  all 
necessary  contracts  for  the  employment  of 
labor,  the  supply  of  materials,  and  the  construc- 
tion, alteration  and  repair  of  all  public  works 
and  buildings,  and  have  the  entire  care,  custody 
and  management  of  all  public  works,  institu- 
tions, buildings  and  other  property,  and  the 
direction  and  control  of  all  the  executive  and 
administrative  business  of  said  city."  I  merely 
ask  this  question,  because  men  come  in  here 
every  day  and  place  the  whole  responsibility  of 
this  matter  on  my  shoulders.  I  even  had  a 
large  delegation  today  from  the  Knights  of 
Labor,  who  informed  me  that  I  have  the  power 
to  "direct"  the  heads  of  departments.  They 
even  say  that  the  heads  of  departments  when 
they  go  to  them  say  that,  if  the  mayor  will  only 
direct  them  to  do  this  and  that,  they  will  con- 
form to  his  directions. 

Mr.  Nettleton— I  don't  think  I  could  answer 
your  question  in  plainer  language  than  the 
statute  uses:  "They  shall  be  at  all  times  ac- 
countable for  the  proper  discharge  of  their  du- 
ties to  the  mayor,  as  the  chief  executive  officer, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  secure  the  honest,  effi- 
cient, and  economical  conduct  of  the  entire  ex- 
ecutive and  administrative  business  of  the  city, 
and  the  harmonious  and  concerted  action  of  the 
different  departments."  No  "directing"  there, 
so  far  as  the  direction  of  the  departments  is  con- 
cerned excepting  in  securing  the  economical 
conduct  of  the  departments,  leaving  the  making 
of  contracts,  the  care,  custody,  management, 
and  direction  and  employment  and  all  adminis- 
trative business  in  the  heads  of  departments. 

The  Mayor— If  I  should  direct  heads  of  depart- 
ments to  do  this  or  that  in  relation  to  contracts 
or  the  employment  of  labor  and  the  carrying 
on  of  their  departments,  and  they  complied  with 
my  direction,  wouldn't  it  be  a  good  reason  for 
the  impeachment  of  the  mayor  on  the  ground 
that  he  was  exceeding  his  authority? 

Mr.  Nettleton— I  don't  believe  they  are  going 
to  impeach  you,  Mr.  Mayor,  and  that  opens 
another  broad  question  of  law  that  I  should 
want  to  consider  before  answering. 

The  Mayor— Mr.  McDonald,  how  many  men 
are  there  in  the  Paving  Department? 

Mr.  McDonald— Over  700  men. 

The  Mayor — I  received  a  communication  from 
the  Paving  Department,  the  Health  Depart- 
ment, and  the  Sewer  Department,  dated  Oct.  17. 
[See  Appendix.]  Do  those  departments  still  be- 
lieve in  tbe  statements  thejein  contained? 

Mr.  McDonald— I  believe  we  cannot  do  our 
work. 

Supt.  Perkins— I  think  that  statement  is  as 
sound  today  as  it  was  then. 

Mr.  McDonald— Our  men  had  the  half-holidays 
on  Saturdays  for  four  months ;  and  there  is  an 
old  custom  in  the  department  that  they  have 
been  allowed  to  go  at  5  o'clock,  and  that  has 
been  continued.  We  have  got  the  work  to  do, 
and  it  must  be  done,  and  by  and  by,  when  the 
winter  sets  in,  we  shall  have  to  work  on  snow, 
probably,  so  that  all  the  men  will  be  obliged  to 
work  Saturdays  as  well  as  other  days. 

The  Mayor— Ann  nig  the  700  men  in  your  de- 
partment, Mr.  McDonald,  how  many  men  have 
expressed  dissatisfaction  at  having  to  work  Sat- 
urday afternoon? 

Mr.  McDonald— Not  one  single  man  lias  com- 


NOVEMBER     17,     1887 


955 


plained  to  me  or  demands  that  he  shall  have 
that  half-holiday ;  and  not  a  single  one  has  made 
any  request  for  it  to  me  or  to  the  office. 

The  Mayor— How  many  are  there  in  your  de- 
partment, Mr.  Perkins? 

Mr.  Perkins— About  200.  or  a  little  more. 

The  Mayor— Has  any  one  in  your  department 
expressed  any  dissatisfaction? 

Mr.  Perkins— Not  openly,  sir ;  I  think  there  has 
been  more  or  less  murmuring. 

The  Mayor— But  no  one  has  ever  requested  you 
or  said  anything  about  the  half-holiday? 

Mr.  Perkins— No,  sir. 

The  Mayor— In  your  department,  Mr.  Forris- 
tall, is  there  any  dissatisfaction? 

Mr.  Forristall— Nothing  openly,  sir.  I  think 
the  feeling  among  some  of  the  men  is  that  the 
half-holiday  ought  to  be  continued.  Many  of 
them,  however,  have  said  to  me  that  they  knew 
it  was  necessary  that  they  should  work  on  Sat- 
urday afternoon  at  ihis  time  of  the  year. 

The  Mayor— You  say  they  express  no  dissatis- 
faction ? 

Mr.  Forristall— They  have  not.  I  have  heard 
nothing  of  it.  A  committee,  I  think,  represent- 
ing them  waited  on  me  to  have  me  give  my  rea- 
sons why'I  did  not  continue  the  Saturday  half- 
holiday,  but  from  the  men  themselves  I  have 
heard  nothing. 

The  Mayor— Can  you  do  the  work  in  your  de- 
partment in  five  and  a  half  days  to  the  week  on 
the  amount  of  money  appropriated  by  the  City 
Council? 

Mr.  Forristall— No,  sir,  I  don't  believe  it  can 
be  done.  It  is  regular  work.  Ashes  and  swill 
go  on  forever.  Paving  of  streets  and  sewers 
may  stop  occasionally,  but  it  is  not  so  in  our 
department,  and  as  the  winter  comes  on  the 
ashes  increase,  and  the  citizens  demand  that 
the  work  be  attended  to.  A  half  day  out  of  the 
week  is  8V3  per  cent  of  the  whole,  and  we  need 
the  whole  six  days,  I  think,  to  clean  the  streets 
as  they  are  now.  We  got  along  during  the  sum- 
mer months  comparatively  well,  for  then  there 
are  50,000  or  00,000  people  out  of  town. 

The  Mayor— How  many  hours  a  day  do  you 
work? 

Mr.  Forristall— Eight  to  ten  hours. 

The  Mayor— From  eight  to  ten  hours  a  day? 

Mr.  Forristall— Sometimes  10V2  or  11  hours  we 
have  to  work;  but  we  don't  intend  to  have  it 
more  than  10.  The  expense  of  a  Saturday  after- 
noon half-holiday  is  between  #500  and  $600,  and 
if  we  should  continue  this  Saturday  half-holiday 
we  must  go  out  and  hire  a  certain  number  of 
teams  and  men  to  help  us.  We  have  568  perma- 
nent men,  and  we  have  some  temporary  men 
who  are  on  by  the  month.  The  increase  during 
the  last  eight  weeks  in  this  year  is  5560  loads  of 
ashes,  and  between  800  and  900  loads  of  offal 
over  the  eight  weeks  cowesponding  of  1886,  and 
that  shows  that  our  work  is  growing  very  rap- 
idly, and  must  be  taken  care  of. 

The  Mayor— In  the  Water  Department,  Mr. 
Rockwell,  how  many  are  there  employed? 

Mr.  Rockwell — We  are  carrying  on  our  rolls 
today  about  950  men. and  that  is  accounted  for  by 
the  large  amount  of  unusual  work  that  is  going 
on.  Ordinarily  during  the  summer  months  our 
force  would  be  not  over  600,  and  during  the  win- 
ter months  it  drops  to  about  300.  A  large  part 
of  our  men  are  of  that  character  that  their  ser- 
vices cannot  be  dispensed  with  on  Saturday 
afternoon.  We  have  at  least  40  or  50  men  who 
must  be  on  duty  all  the  time,  and  to  whom  we 
have  endeavored  to  give  half-days  off  when  it 
was  possible.  As  our  department  is  affected  ttis 
seems  really  to  effect  only  the  street  gangs  and 
laborersin  our  department.  They  get  $2  a  day. 
Our  figuring  is  like  this:  Giving  themen  in  the 
summer  a  half-day  off  each  week,  we  nominally 
have  five  and  a  half  days'  worK,  but  actually 
we  do  not  get  that,  and  for  which  they  get  full 
pay  at  $2  a  day,— they  get  $12  a  week  and  we  get 
fifty-one  or  fifty-two  hours'  work.  Beginning 
with  the  first  of  October,  the  days  shorten  so 
much  in  the  afternoon,  and  men  get  around  a 
little  later  perhaps  in  the  morning  sometimes, 
that  the  average  amount  of  work  done  will  not 
exceed  fifty  hours  a  week, so  that  practically  the 
men  that  we  have  on  the  street-work  would 
only  average  but  little  over  eight  hours  a 
day. 

The  Mayor— And  they  average  less  hours  now 
than  when  they  had  the  half-holiday? 

Mr.  Rockwell— Yes,  because  you  cannot  get 
more  than  from  8  to  8V2  hours  a  day  as  a  rule 
from  October  to  April,  and  in  our  judgment  we 


think  that  that  is  not  a  hardship  to  the  men  to 
ask  them  to  work  every  day,  especially  when  we 
have  so  many  men  on  the  payroll  now  during 
October,  November  and  December,  which  in- 
creases the  cost  of  our  department  very  largely, 
which  must  be  paid  finally  by  the  citizens  gen- 
erally. To  give  this  Saturday  half-holiday  dur- 
ing those  months  would  increase  our  expenses 
many  thousand  dollars,  and  the  citizen  would 
have  to  feel  it  either  in  his  water  taxes  or  other 
expenses;  the  additional  expense  might  not  be 
felt  this  year  or  next  year,  but  it  would  be  felt 
ultimately,  and  we  feel  that  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  men  do  not  give  us  but  about  50  hours  a 
week,  that  that  is  treating  them  fairly,  and 
their  pay  certainly  compares  very  favorably 
with  the  amount  of  money  men  receive  in  pri- 
vate business. 

The  Mayor— How  about  the  Lamp  Depart- 
ment, Mr.  Toland? 

Mr.  Toland— The  number  of  men  in  the  Lamp 
Department  is  168,and  of  those, nine  might  be  con- 
sidered as  persons  to  whom  this  request  would 
apply ;  all  the  others  are  lamplighters,  and  their 
duties,  of  course,  are  such  that  the  request 
would  in  no  sense  apply  to  them.  Mr.  Rockwell 
has  given  a  computation  of  the  number  of  hours 
the  men  work  in  his  department.  I  should  be 
very  well  satisfied  if  the  men  in  my  department 
worked  30  hours  a  week  They  are  allowed  one 
hour  to  light  their  lamps  and  one  hour  to  put 
them  out,  and  if  they  would  work  30  hours  a 
week  I  should  be  very  well  satisfied,  and  con- 
sider that  the  department  was  doing  very  well. 
The  men  employed  at  the  shop  have  been  enjoy- 
ing the  half-holiday  ever  since  it  was  first  sug- 
fested  by  the  City  Council,  and  have  it  today, 
'hey  also,  from  the  15th  of  October  to  the  1st  of 
April,  cease  work  at  5  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
because  they  cannot  do  anything  after  dark.  I 
don't  think  there  is  any  necessity  for  any  change 
in  the  Lamp  Department. 

The  Mayor— Mr.  Rockwell,  of  the  900  men  in 
your  department,  have  you  heard  any  com- 
plaint? 

Mr.  Rockwell— I  have  not  heard  a  word,  sir. 

The  Mayor— The  Park  Commissioners. 

Mr.  Dean — We  have  now  employed  in  the  Park 
Department  636  men.  Our  men  are  employed 
by  the  hour,  and  to  be  in  accord  with  the  other 
departments,  as  far  as  we  could  ascertain  them, 
we  placed  the  pay  at  20  cents  an  hour,  making 
$2  a  day.  whereas  they  formerly,  got  $1.80  a 
day.  That  was  an  increase  of  11%  per  cent,  and 
recently,  as  the  days  shortened,  we  have  author- 
ized the  engineer  to  stop  without  loss  of  pay 
when  it  grows  dark ;  and  they  often  stop  now  at 
5.30  or  5  o'clock,  and  in  a  little  time  they  will 
have  to  stop  earlier.  Allowing  a  half-holiday 
on  Saturday,  therefore,  would  be  to  cut  off  at 
both  ends.  Besides  that,  we  have  heard  no  com- 
plaints. I  inquired  particularly  of  the  engineer 
in  charge,  and  he  says  that  they  have  had  no 
complaints  or  desire  expressed  on  the  part  of 
the  men  for  this  half-holiday.  The  men  had  a 
half-holiday,  without  loss  of  pay,  during  the 
summer  months. 

The  Mayor— Commons  and  Squares,  Mr. 
Doogue. 

Mr.  Doogue— We  have  40  men  all  told  in  my 
department,  including  myself. 

The  Mayor— Business  is  pretty  well  suspended 
there  now? 

Mr.  Doogue— Yes,  sir.  I  should  say  that  we 
ou'jhttohaveat  least  75  menjf  we  had  the  means 
to  have  them,  but  the  appropriations  are  small, 
and  I  have  had  many  improvements  that  should 
be  made  this  fall  forced  to  go  undone,  and  as 
we  are  placed  now  I  think  that  Saturday  night 
we  will  have  to  discharge  one  half  of  the  men 
employed  at  the  present  time. 

The  Mayor— Anything  said  in  your  department 
about  the  half-holiday? 

Mr.  Doogue— Well,  I  have  no  doubt  at  all  that 
the  men  would  be  glad  to  have  it.  I  have  granted 
it  along  as  I  could ;  not  a  half-holiday  at  a  time, 
perhaps,  but  sometimes  one  hour  or  two  hours 
at  a  time  during  the  week.  The  half-holiday 
coining  Saturday  operates  particularly  bad  in 
our  department,  and  many  times  the  men  work 
until  7  or  8  o'clock  on  Saturday  evening  in  order 
to  get  cleaned  up  for  Sunday. 

The  Mayor— How  is  it,  Mr.  Doogue,  that  while 
you  have  liad  less  men  and  a  small  appropria- 
tion this  year,  there  has  been  such  a  unanimous 
approval  of  the  splendid  manner  in  which  the 
Public  Garden,  and  Common  have  been  kept 
looking?    I  have  seen  frequently  pieces  in  the 
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newspapers  and  heard  commendation  from  citi- 
zens of  their  splendid  appearance. 

Mr.  Doogiie — That  is  not  the  work  of  one  day 
or  of  one  year,  hut  the  steady  growth  of  10  years. 
It  is  due  in  great  part  to  the  better  facilities  we 
have  had  in  the  past  year  in  doing  the  work,— 
our  facilities  in  the  new  greenhouse  have  en- 
abled us  to  do  much  better. 

The  Mayor— How  much  saving  will  that  new 
greenhouse  that  you  have  established  on  Harri- 
son avenue  be  for  the  city  of  Boston? 

Mr.  Doogue — I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  the 
city  of  Boston  could  not  purchase  the  plants  for 
$15,000,  whereas  they  do  not  cost  the  city  over 
$5000,  and  I  am  very  well  satisfied  that  they 
could  not  be  bought  for  that  price,  but  if  I 
should  put  $15,000  as  the  price  on  them  it  would 
be  considered  a  high  price. 

The  Mayor— It  would  add  to  your  facilities 
also  to  have  that  extended? 

Mr.  Doogue— I  have  got  now  about  two  mil- 
lion pansy  plants,  but  they  are  so  littered  now 
that  I  cannot  go  through  the  process  of  picking 
out  and  thinning  them  out  to  develop  suitable 
plants  for  planting  out.  You  might  ask  why  we 
planted  them  so  thick ;  because  I  was  in  hopes 
that  that  place  back  of  us  would  be  purchased 
or  hired  by  the  city,  and  we  would  be  enabled 
to  enlare  the  place. 

The  Mayor— The  Surveyor's  Department. 

The  City  Surveyor  — I  uniformly  close  my 
place  at  2  o'clock.  I  have  about  30  employees  in 
my  department. 

The  Mayor— East  Boston  ferries. 

Captain  Wnitney— As  far  as  the  ferries  are 
concerned,  Mr.  Mayor,  they  are  run  the  whole 
24  hours,  and  it  is  almost  impossible  to  grant 
this  half-holiday.  We  received  your  request,' 
but  could  not  carry  it  out.  The  men  average 
somewhere  about  seven  and  three  eighths  hours 
a  day ;  they  don't  average  more  than  eight  hours 
a  day.  We  have  about  121  men  in  the  Ferry 
Department,  but  we  have  had  no  complaint  or 
anything  of  the  kind. 

The  Mayor— The  Board  of  Health. 

Dr.  Durgin— We  have  about  50  employees  in 
the  department,  and  the  order  was  carried  out 
as  soon  as  received,  except  in  the  bathing  de- 
partment. There  is  more  bathing  on  Saturday 
afternoons  than  at  any  other  time,  and  we 
thought  it  was  hardly  fair  to  close  the  bath- 
houses Saturday  afternoons,  and  so  the  em- 
ployees of  those  places  were  required  to  remain, 
There  has  been  no  complaint,  however,  in  that 
regard.  The  great  majority  get  the  Saturday 
afternoon  half-holiday. 

The  Mayor— The  Fire  Department, 

Mr.  Fitch— Our  force,  Mr.  Mayor,  is  divided 
into  regular  firemen,  employees  of  the  Fire- 
alarm  Department  and  employees  of  the  repair 
shop.  The  firemen  number  between  600  and 
700,  and  are  on  duty,  with  the  exception  of 
three  days  a  month,  which  they  are  granted, 
all  the  time. 

The  Mayor— So  that  the  half-holiday  could 
not  be  applied  to  your  department? 

Mr.  Fitch— Not  in  that  regard.  The  Fire- 
alarm  Department  is  put  on  the  basis  of  a 
Saturday  half-holiday,  so  far  as  practica- 
ble. All  new  construction  is  stopped,  and 
some  three  men  are  kept  to  look  after  any 
trouble  that  may  arise  with  the  poles  or 
wires,  and  two  men  are  kept  for  other 
affairs,  and  those  five  men  alternate  week  about 
—I  think  their  turn  comes  about  once  in  three 
weeks— but  those  who  are  not  detailed  for  duty 
are  supposed  to  be  in  the  city  within  call.  The 
repair-shop  employees  have  had  the  full  benefit 
of  this  half-holiday  since  the  order  was  passed, 
without  intermission  up  to  the  present  time. 
There  are  about  20  of  them  there,  and  they  have 
had  the  full  benefit  of  it  from  the  time  it  was 
passed  until  the  present,  and  are  still  enjoy- 
ing it. 

The  Mayor— The  Public  Library,  Mr.  Green- 
ough. 

Mr.  Greenough— Mr.  Mayor,  the  hours  of  ser- 
vice at  the  Public  Library  have  been  made  for 
the  public  convenience  and  demand.  Saturday 
afternoon  and  evening  are  the  busiest  at  the 
Public  Library,  for  the  simple  reason  that,  dur- 
ing that  time,  it  is  more  convenient  for  the 
working  people  to  come  and  get  their  books 
than  at  any  other  time  during  the  week,  so  that 
throughout  the  year  Saturday  afternoons  and 
evenings  are  thebusiest  days  of  the  week.  That 
is  understood  by  every  employee  of  the  library, 
and  the   compensation   is  fixed  for  the  work. 


They  understand  what  they  are  to  do  when  they 
are  engaged,  and  the  140  (I  think)  employees, 
male  and  female,  the  majority  female,  have  no 
complaint  at  all  on  that  score.  We  also  have 
our  Sunday  service  at  tne  Bates  Hall,  the  read- 
ing-room being  kept  open  Sundays. 

The  Mayor— Mr.  Dacey,  what  have  you  to  re- 
port from  the  City  Hospital? 

Mr.  Dacey — In  relation  to  the  City  Hospital  I 
cannot  tell  you  the  exact  number  on  our  pay- 
roll but  the  pay-roll  is  about  $875  a  month. 
The  care  of  the  sick  must  be  attended 
to  day  and  night,  and  as  well  on  Sunday 
as  any  other  day,  so  that  they  are  employed  all 
the  time,  except  one  half-day.  which  all  the 
employees  receive  sometime  during  the  week. 
They  have  to  work  Sundays  as  well  as  other 
days.    I  have  never  heard  any  complaint  at  all. 

The  Mayor — The  inspector  of  buildings. 

Mr.  Damrell— The  orders  of  the  City  Council 
were  complied  with,  as  far  as  practicable,  al- 
though I  do  not  know  that,  except  by  the  clerks, 
it  has  been  complied  with.  There  are  only  24 
or  25  employees  in  my  department. 

The  Mayor— Mt.  Hope  Cemetery. 

Mr.  Galvin — Your  honor,  we  have  been  hav- 
ing on  an  average  about  40  men  at  work,  and 
since  we  received  your  intimation  that  it  would 
be  well  to  give  them  the  half-holiday  if  they 
deserved  it  we  have  been  carrying  out  that 
plan,  and  I  am  free  to  say  that  nothing  has  ever 
occurred  in  my  management  of  laboring  men 
that  has  given  such  universal  satisfaction  as 
this  has.  We  have  a  great  deal  of  detail  work 
to  do  in  our  department,  but  I  find  that  by  a 
little  management  you  can  start  in  on  Friday 
afternoon,  and  Saturday  morning  you  can  push 
things  and  get  cleaned  up  in  time  to  have  the 
Saturday  half-holiday.  My  gardener,  who  has 
had  great  experience,  says  that  his  department 
runs  just  as  well  as  before.  In  regard  to  the 
question  of  whether  there  is  any  murmuring  or 
complaint,  I  have  only  to  say  that  while  I  don't 
believe  tney  would  complain  if  it  did  not  go 
through,  yet  they  show  great  gratitude  that  it 
is  allowed  to  them. 

The  Mayor— The  sealer  of  weights  and  meas- 
ures. 

Mr.  Collins— In  my  department  there  are  only 
four  deputies  and  myself.  They  are  at  work  out 
on  the  district  all  the  time,  but  they  are  not  re- 
quired to  work  after  12  o'clock  Saturday.  They 
report  the  fees  received  to  the  office.  The  office 
is  closed  the  year  round  at  2  o'clock.  It  takes 
them  about  as  long  to  report  to  the  office  and 
get  straightened  up  as  it  does  to  do  their  outside 
work. 

The  Mayor  —  The  superintendent  of  public 
buildings. 

Mr.  Tucker— Mr.  Mayor,  my  force  consists  of 
six,  whose  duty,  most  of  it,  as  you  know,  with 
the  exception  of  two  clerks,  is  outside.  Upon 
the  receipt  of  your  circular  request  I  read  it  to 
them,  and  told  them  they  could  take  the  half- 
holiday  as  proposed  by  the  Council.  I  have  al- 
ways stayed,  however,  myself,  and  so  have  many 
of  the  men,  until  2  o'clock.  There  is  no  uni- 
formity about  the  matter.  One  reason  for  it  is, 
that  on  Saturday  we  have  a  great  many  calls 
from  teachers  in  the  public  schools;  that  being 
their  day  off,  they  come  in  to  report  any  repairs 
they  wish  made,  and  to  make  such  requests  to 
the  office  as  they  desire.  For  that  reason  I  have 
always  been  there  myself  after  12  o'clock,  but 
the  employees  have  been  at  liberty  to  go  at  any 
time  after  12. 

The  Mayor— The  city  architect. 

Mr.  Vinal— I  have  in  my  office  nine  men,  and 
we  close  at  12  o'clock  Saturdays,  with  the  ex- 
ception ol'two  men  who  remain, and  about  seven 
mon  outside,  who  have  never  been  able  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  Saturday  half-holiday,  they 
being  at  work  watching  over  contracts,  where 
the  work  continues  until  5  or  6  o'cloek. 

The  Mayor— The  Board  of  Directors  for  Public 
Institutions. 

Mr.  Martin— The  Board  of  Directors  for  Public 
Institutions  have  complied  with  the  request  at 
the  office  where  we  have  nine  employees, — sev- 
en going  at  12  o'clock  on  Saturday,  and  two  re- 
main until  2  o'clock.  We  find  that  we  can  get 
along  very  well  with  the  expense  of  a  little  gas 
on  other  days  to  enable  the  clerks  who  stay 
over  time  on  other  days  to  make  up  for  the  time 
lost  on  Saturdays.  The  time  lost  is  very  small 
We  employ  in  the  nighborhood  of  140  to  145, 
counting  attendants  and  superintendents  and 
all,  and  I  have  heard  no  complaint  from  them ; 
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they  are  supposed  to  be  on  duty  about  all  the 
time. 

The  Mayor— The  superintendent  of  bridges. 

Mr.  Young— In  regard  to  the  Bridge  Depart- 
ment, I  can  say  that  we  have  carried  out  the 
order  as  far  as  it  was  practicable.  We  have 
some  53  men  in  the  department  as  drawtenders 
whom  the  order  would  not  affect,  but  our  regu- 
lar repair  men  have  had  the  regular  half-holi- 
day since  the  order  was  passed,  and  it  has  been 
continued  until  the  present  time,  for  the  reason 
that  our  work  is  so  scattered  all  over  the  city 
limits,  out  as  far  as  Quincy  and  Milton,  and  all 
around,  that  the  time  they  would  take  to  get 
down  to  City  Hall  and  get  paid  and  get  back  to 
work  would  really  be  a  greater  waste  of  time, 
and  it  is  really  a  saving  to  give  them  a  half- 
holiday  and  let  them  clean  up  their  work  be- 
fore they  leave  at  noon.  We  have  about  100  men 
in  the  department,— about  53  drawtendeis  and 
about  45  or  47  repairers. 

City  Clerk  O'Neil— I  would  like  a  little  infor- 
mation. Supposing  that  the  City  Council  passed 
an  order,  they  being  the  legislative  branch  of 
the  city  government,  fixing  the  hours  of  labor 
on  Saturday  for  all  they  could  reach,  would 
that  be  a  proper  order?  If  it  would  not.  why  not? 

The  Mayor— If  the  City  Council  passed  an  or- 
der regulating  the  hours  of  labor  without  inter- 
fering with  any  one  department,  would  it  be  a 
proper  order?  I  think  that  is  a  very  legitimate 
question  for  the  Law  Department. 

Mr.  Nettleton— It  is  a  supposable  case  which 
has  not  yet  arisen.  I  am  not  answering  all  the 
random  questions  that  might  be  asked  me  orally. 

Mr.  O'Neil— lam  not  a  lawyer,  but  I  have  no 
•doubt  that  that  would  be  a  perfectly  proper 
thing  to  do.  I  think  that  if  it  were  done,  it 
would  be  just  about  as  well  for  the  city,  for  the 
good  will  of  the  employees  would  more  than 
compensate  for  it,  and  it  would  be  no  loss  to  the 
city.  Mr.  Dacey  says  that  at  the  City  Hospital 
they  give  a  half-holiday  some  time  during  the 
week.  Aid.  Bromwich  says  that  in  England 
they  give  a  half-holiday  everywhere  some 
time  during  the  week ;  in  the  mills  they 
give  a  half-holiday  on  Saturday;  and 
elsewhere,  say  in  the  stores,  they  give 
it  some  other  day,  which  evens  off,  and 
allows  the  mill  operatives  to  go  to  the 
stores  and  do  their  shopping  on  Saturday  after- 
noons and  enables  the  clerks  in  stores  to  have 
their  half-day  off. 

Mr.  Calvin— Mr.  Mayor,  I  worked  in  the  min- 
ing business  in  the  Republic  of  Mexico  for  over 
two  years.  It  was  underground  work,  and  every 
man  knows  that  underground  work  is  very  ar- 
duous. Every  Saturday  every  workman  ceased 
work  at  12  o'clock.  There  was  nothing  taken  off 
their  pay  on  account  of  it,  but  they  received  the 
full  day's  pay.  I  do  not  know  whether  this  was 
a  law  of  the  land  or  not,  but  certainly  it  was  the 
general  custom  all  over  the  republic. 

Mr.  Dacey— In  regard  to  the  schools— 

The  Mayor — Oh,  yes,  about  the  schools.  I  look 
upon  the  schools  as  independent  of  anything 
here,— but  we  should  like  to  hear  from  them. 

Mr.  Dacey — We  have  no  difficulty  in  carrying 
out  that  programme— we  could  close  at  12  o'clock 
were  it  not  that  on  Saturdays  teachers  call  at  the 
office  of  the  School  Committee  with  a  great  many 
inquiries,  etc.  But  all  the  employees  leave  at  12 
o'clock,  with  the  exception  of  one  gentleman 
there  who  keeps  one  or  two  employees,  very 
unnecessarily,  I  think,  after  12. 
Appendix. 

Boston,  Oct.  17, 1887. 
Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Dear  Sir.— We,  the  undersigned,  respectfully  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  your  notice  of  Oct,  12  in  regard  to 
Saturday  half- holidays. 

We  have  talked  the  matter  over  and  find  it  impractiea- 
blo;  the  appropriations  are  so  small  as  to  require  the 
closest  management,  and  the  loss  of  half  a  day  Saturdays 
reduces  the  amount  of  work  realized  from  a  certain  sum 
of  money  by  8  or  9  per  cent. 

At  this  season  of  the  year,  and  during  the  winter,  the 
days  are  necessarily  much  shorter  than  during  the  sum- 
mer; for  this  reason,  and  a1  so  the  fact  that  certain  men 
must,  of  necessity  work,  and  receive  no  extra  compensa- 
tion, thereby  causing  an  inequality,  we  would,  therefore, 
respectfully  ask  to  be  allowed  to  put  Saturdays  on  the 
same  footing  as  other  days  in  the  week,  as  regards  the 
number  of  working  hours, 

Seth  Perkins,  Supt.  Sewers. 

John  W.  McDonald,  Supt.  of  Streets. 

Geo.  W.  Fokiustall,  Supt.  Health. 

Boston,  Oct.  27,  1887. 
Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir,— Being  unable  to  attend  the  meeting  called 


for  today  at  12  o'clock,  I  beg  leave  to  report  that,  acting 
under  the  ordrr  of  tiie  City  Council,  I  have  given  Satur- 
day afternoons  as  a  holiday  to  all  the  .clerks  employed  in 
my  department,  and  I  understand  that  I  am  to  continue 
to  do  so  until  said  order  is  revoked. 
Yours  very  respectfully, 

Wu.  H.  Wiiitmore,  Record  Commissioner. 
Office  of  City  Engineer,  City  Hall,) 
Boston,  Oct.  28,1887.     j 
Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Dear  Sir,— In  relation  to  your  communication  of  Oct. 
25.  concerning  Saturday  half -holiday,  I  would  state  that 
theie  are  employed  regularly  by  the  City  Engineer's  De- 
partment, 20  employees  in  the  engineer's  office,  and  57 
employees  on  the  main  drainage  works. 

The  engineering  force  are  expected  when  necessary  to 
work  before  and  after  the  regular  office  hours  without 
extra  pay. 

The  running  of  the  main  drainage  works  requires  at  the 
Pumping-station  and  at  Moon  Island  constant  attention, 
and  night  work  is  often  necessary  on  the  line  of  the  main 
and  intercepting  sewers.  It  is,  consequently,  impraeti 
cable  to  so  regulate  the  working  hours  as  to  ensure  a 
regular  half- holiday. 

The  Saturday  half-holidays  were,  however,  granted 
from  June  1  to  Oct.  1,  to  such  of  the  employees  whose 
t ervices  could  be  dispensed  with  without  detriment  to 
the  city.  Yours  respectfully, 

William  Jackson,  City  Engineer. 

Mr.  Whitmore— This  being  quite  a  long  docu- 
ment, I  move  that  it  be  printed  and  assigned  to 
the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Fisher— I  think  it  is  a  very  foolish  thing 
to  have  it  assigned  to  the  next  meeting,  when 
we  have  adjourned  for  two  weeks.  I  think  it 
had  better  be  read. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  don't  understand  that  there 
is  anything  in  it,  except  a  statement  of  reports 
from  heads  of  departments,  all  of  which  will  be 
duly  read,  and  my  idea  of  having  it  printed,  is 
merely  that  it  maybe  put  on  rile  as  a  city  docu- 
ment. I  presume,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  may 
have  been  already  printed  in  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen proceedings  and  will  be  printed  here, 
but  I  wanted  it  printed  here  as  a  city  document. 
I  think  we  might  as  well  let  it  be  printed,  unless 
the  gentleman  knows  that  there  is  something  in 
it,  more  than  I  have  heard  of,  that  will  require 
action  on  our  part.  If  it  is  merely  a  statement 
of  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  in  regard  to  reports 
received  from  various  departments,  when  we 
have  read  it  it  can  be  put  on  file.  I  see  no  ob- 
jection to  assigning  it  to  the  next  meeting.  My 
whole  desire  was  to  have  it  printed  as  a  city 
document,  and  I  see  no  objection  to  having  it 
assigned. 

The  communication  was  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Council  and  ordered  printed. 

The  following  was  received : 

Executive  Department,  ) 

NOV.  17,  1887.  ) 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  have  the  honor  to  transmit 
herewith  a  communication  from  Messrs.  Charles 
J  Paine  and  Edward  Burgess  acknowledging 
the  receipt  of  copies  of  the  resolutions  recently 
passed  by  the  City  Council  concerning  the  late 
international  yachting  contest : 
Yours  respectfully, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 
To  His   Honor  Mayor   O'Brien,  and   the   City 
Council  of  Boston. 

We  have  received  copies  of  the  resolution  of 
the  City  Council  of  Boston,  adopted  Oct.  3,  1887, 
thanking  us  for  our  services  in  connection  with 
the  late  international  yachting  contest,  and  we 
beg  to  express  our  deep  sense  of  the  honor  you 
have  been  pleased  to  confer  on  us  by  such  an 
unparalleled  compliment.  We  shall  cherish 
with  pride  during  our  lives  the  beautiful  copies 
of  the  resolution  presented  to  us  and  shall  trans- 
mit them  as  most  treasured  mementoes  to  our 
children. 

We  are,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servants, 

Charles  J.  Paine, 
Edward  Burgess. 
Boston,  Nov.  16,  1887. 
Sent  up. 

EAST-STREET      SCHOOLHOUSE  —  HOUSE     OF    DE- 
TENTION. 

Mr.  Whali  presented  a  petition  from  Leopold 
Morse  and  John  Farquhar's  Sons,  representing 
that  the  order  proposing  to  use  the  East-street 
schoolhouse  for  a  place  of  detention  for  women 
will  do  great  injury  to  their  property  on  East 
street,  and  further  that  the  demands  of  trade 
required  tbat  this  property,  if  no  longer  neces- 
sary for  school  purposes,  should  be  sold  or  so 
used  by  the  city  as  not  to  injure  the  develop- 
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merit  for  business  purposes  which  is  apparent 
on  all  sides. 

Mr.  Whail- I  believe  a  little  explanation  is 
due  upon  this  matter.  This  petition  comes  from 
Leopold  Morse  and  from  John  Farauhar's  Sons. 
They  are  largely  interested  in  property  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  this  East-street  school- 
house.  No  public  hearing  has  been  granted 
these  petitioners,  where  they  might  allege  any 
reasons  they  have  against  the  use  of  this  prop- 
erty for  the  purpose  indicated  in  the  order  be- 
fore us  and  No.  45  upon  the  calendar.  I  be- 
lieve it  is  the  intention  of  these  petitioners, 
if  they  are  allowed  a  chance,  to  show 
the  committee  that  this  property  may  be 
sold  for  a  figure  that  will  be  largely  in  excess  of 
any  sum  that  may  be  required  to  purchase  a 
more  convenient  place  in  a  better  locality.  The 
original  order  went  through  the  committee,  I 
understand,  in  a  very  perfunctory  manner;  no 
hearing  was  given,  and  no  time  can  be  lost  or 
good  result  be  injured  if  the  reference  I  now 
ask  for  is  made,  namely,  that  the  matter  be  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings, together  with  the  remonstrance  of  the 
petitioner 

Mr.  Ladd — 1  certainly  think  that  the  city 
of  Boston  should  be  allowed  the  privilege 
of  using  this  property  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage, the  same  as  any  individual  would  use 
his  property.  At  the  same  time  I  certainly 
would  not  have  any  individual  improperly  in- 
jured, and  it  seems  to  me  it  is  very  proper,  if 
there  has  been  no  hearing  yet  in  this  matter, 
and  there  are  parties  who  want  to  be  heard, 
that  it  should  be  referred  to  a  committee  where 
they  can  be  heard.  I  think  it  would  be  better 
to  have  a  public  hearing.  We  don't  want  any 
quiet  affair;  we  want  everybody  to  have  a 
chance  to  be  heard  upon  this  matter.  We  want 
to  be  sure  that  the  interests  of  the  city  are  con- 
sidered fairly  and  intelligently,  and  I  think  it 
better  to  have  a  public  hearing.  I  would  like 
to  amend  by  moving  that  the  hearing  be  public. 
I  trust  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  will  accept 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  Whall— I  have  no  objection  to  the  hear- 
ing being  a  public  one,  but  if  we  incorporate 
that  in  a  reference  it  becomes  necessary  under 
our  rules  to  send  the  matter,  as  it  regards  in- 
structions, down  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
again,  and  that  necessitates  a  loss  of  some  three 
or  four  days,  whereas  if  we  merely  refer  it  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  no  doubt  that 
committee,  after  the  ventilation  which  the  sub- 
ject has  had  tonight,  will  give  a  public  hearing. 
Still,  if  the  gentleman  insists  upon  his  amend- 
ment, I  have  no  objection  to  it.  It  was  merely 
to  save  time  and  facilitate  business  that  I  made 
my  original  motion. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  think  that  a  few  days  will  not  in- 
terfere with  the  order,  and  I  think  that  the 
amendment  that  a  public  hearing  be  granted 
had  better  be  included. 

Mr.  Whall— Then  I  accept  the  amendment. 

The  subject  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings,  with  instructions  to  give  a 
public  hearing,  Mr,  Whall  moved  to  reconsider ; 
lost.    Sent  up. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gomez,  Nos.  1  to  13  were 
acted  on  together,  viz : 

1.  Notice  of  non-concurrence  in  passage  of 
orders  for  providing  for  a  loan  of  $250,000  for  Bos- 
ton's share  of  expense  of  building  a  new  bridge 
to  Cambridge,  and  rescinding  an  order  approved 
July  13,  1887,  to  provide  a  loan  of  the  same 
amount  for  the  same  purpose, 

2.  Report  of  the  Commissioners  on  New  Court 
House  of  the  progress  of  the  work  in  their 
charge. 

3.  Notice  from  Board  of  Police  of  concurrence 
iniChapters  21,  23,  34,  35,  36,37  and  38  of  the  Ordin- 
ances of  1887. 

4.  Notice  from  Board  of  Police  of  concurrence 
in  Chapter  39  of  the  Ordinances  of  1887. 

5.  Quarterly  report  of  city  clerk. 

6.  Quarterly  report  of  inspectors  of  vessels  and 
ballast. 

7.  Quarterly  report  of  directors  of  East  Boston 
f  c  1'i'i  ( 's 

8.  Quarterly  report  of  the  water  registrar. 

9.  Quarterly  report  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor. 

10.  Quarterly  report  of  the  Boston  Water 
Board. 

11.  Quarterly  report  of  the  sealer  of  weights 
and  measures. 


12.  Quarterly  report  of  the  superintendent  of 
Faneuil-hall  Market. 

13.  Monthly  report  (October)  of  the  Board  of 
Fire  Commissioners  of  fires  and  alarms. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Gomez  Nos.  14,  15.  16,  17, 
19  and  20  were  acted  on  together,  viz. : 

14.  Beport  of  Committee  on  Claims,  leave  to 
withdraw,  on  petition  of  Anna  S.  Manning  for 
compensation  for  personal  injuries  received  from 
an  alleged  defect  in  Castle  street. 

15.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw, on  petition  of  Mary  J.  Morrisey  for  com- 
pensation for  personal  injuries  received  from  an 
alleged  defect  at  45  Hanover  street. 

16.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw, on  the  petition  of  Hannah  P.  O'Connor 
and  others  for  damages  caused  by  the  breaking 
of  a  drain  in  Earl  street,  South  Boston. 

17.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw, on  petition  of  Paul  H,  Jacot  for  compen- 
sation for  damages  from  impeding  of  travel  and 
erection  of  a  fence. 

19.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw, on  petition  of  Henry  F.  Adams  and  others, 
administrators,  to  be  paid  $7667.60,  alleged  to  be 
due  to  the  late  Samuel  G.  Adams,  on  account  of 
dog  licenses  issued  by  him  while  Superintendent 
of  Police, 

20.  Report  of  same  committee,  that  the  order 
to  pay  Bridget  E.  Dolan  $73,  from  the  income  for 
liquor  licenses,  ought  not  to  pass. 

The  reports  were  severally  accepted  in  concur- 
rence. 

18.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw, on  petition  of  Angus  L.  Fraser  for  com- 
pensation on  account  of  the  death  of  his  minof 
son  at  the  City  Hospital,  clue  to  alleged  negli- 
gence of  the  city's  agents. 

Mr.  Leary— I  didn't  suppose  this  matter 
would  be  acted  on  so  soon.  However,  I  have 
some  facts  in  regard  to  this  matter  which  I  wish 
to  submit,  and  1  first  wish  to  say  that  I  believe 
the  Committee  on  Claims  did  their  whole  duty 
in  the  matter.  As  I  understand  it,  there  is  a  law 
governing  the  action  of  that  committee,  and  I 
further  understand  that  that  law  is  such  that  if 
the  Committee  on  Claims  thought  there  was 
negligence  on  the  part  of  the  city's  agents  they 
couldn't  award  any  claim.  Since  we  have  had 
the  hearing  the  corporation  counsel  has  so  de- 
cided, and  even  if  the  committee  desired  to 
award  a  claim  they  couldn't  do  so.  Now,  I  wish 
to  say,  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Fraser,  that  as  far  as 
anything  in  the  shape  of  financial  award  is  con- 
cerned he  didn't  consider  that  for  a  moment. 
His  going  before  the  committee  \  'as,  perhaps,  as 
much  on  my  solicitation  as  for  any  other  reason 
I  thought  it  a  good  way  to  bring  before  the  City 
Council  a  matter  that  I  thought  ought  to  be 
called  to  its  attention.  I  would  like  to  give  the 
facts  in  the  case  as  I  know  them,  and  I  think  it 
would  then  be  proper  if  we  either  have  the  di- 
rectors of  the  City  Hospital  or  a  special  commit- 
tee investigate  it,  if  the  members  think  it  is 
worth  it.  Ihe  facts  are  these;  Mr.  Fraser  is  an 
old  and  honored  resident  of  South  Boston.  He 
has  lived  there  over  15  years.  He  is  at  present 
acting  as  foreman  in  the  Old  Colony  depot,  hav- 
ing some  75  or  80  men  under  his  charge.  I  sim- 
ply state  this  to  show  the  character  ot  the  man. 
He  had  a  child  three  years  of  age  sick  with 
croup  or  diphtheria,  The  child's  sickness  was 
of  such  a  nature  that  an  operation  would  have 
to  be  performed.  He  sent  for  the  family 
physician,  Dr.  P.  F.  Gavin,  who  is  high- 
ly respected  in  South  Boston,  and  Dr. 
Gavin  recommended  to  him  that  he  send 
the  child  to  the  City  Hospital.  He,  being 
a  man  in  moderate  circumstances,  disliked  to 
send  the  child  away,  and  his  wife  did  also;  but 
he  complied  with  the  request  of  the  doctor  and 
sent  the  child  to  the  City  Hospital.  When  the 
child  arrived  there  he  was  placed  in  a  ward 
alone,  but  after  the  child  had  been  there  some 
time  they  placed  some  other  children  in  the 
same  ward.  His  child  went  in  with  the  croup. 
After  his  child  was  there  a  short  time  other 
children  were  sent  into  the  same  ward,  two  with 
the  measles  and  one  with  diptheria.  The  child 
remained  in  the  hospital  from  the  17th  of  Feb- 
ruary to  the  1st  of  March,  and  by  the  1st  of 
March  was  recovered  from  the  trouble  it  had 
been  sent  there  for— the  croup.  So  by  that  time 
the  child  was  all  well,  except  that  the  doctors 
there  claimed  that  it  would  be  advisable  for  the 
child  to  remain  there  a  short  time  until  it  built 
up.    He  took  the  doctor's  advice  and  allowed 
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the  child  to  remain  there.  While  there  remain- 
ing in  the  hospital  to  build  up  strong  enough, 
the  child  took  the  measles  from  two  other  chil- 
dren placed  in  the  same  ward  with  him,  and  on 
the  17th  of  March  the  child  died  with  the  meas- 
les. Now  the  trouble  here  commences.  There 
was,  on  the  death  of  his  child,  a  certificate 
brought  to  Mr.  Fraser  of  its  death  in  the  City 
Hospital,  setting  forth  the  cause  of  the  death  as 
diphtheria.  When  the  undertaker  brought  the 
bodv  of  the  child  to  South  Boston,  they  refused, 
under  the  death  certificate,  to  allow  the  coffin 
to  be  opened,  and  Mr.  Fraser  immediately 
sent  to  his  physician,  who  claimed  that 
the  child  never  died  from  diphtheria,  but 
from  measles  contracted  in  the  hospital, 
He  went  back  to  the  hospital  and  they 
changed  the  certificate  from,  diphtheria 
back  to  measles,  showing  that  there  was  an  er- 
ror in  the  first  place.  Now  there  have  been  nu- 
merous instances  of  this  kind  come  to  my  mind, 
but  I  have  not  had  as  much  authority  to  state 
them  as  in  this  particular  case.  More  than  that, 
Mr.  Fraser,  from  the  very  fact  that  he  made 
some  comment  on  the  management,  was  treated 
most  shamefully  by  the  physician  having  charge 
there,  Dr.  Kowe.  I  don't  know  that  doctor  per- 
sonally ;  in  fact  I  have  not  beard  much  about 
his  professional  career,  but  I  do  know  Mr.  Fra- 
ser, as  I  have  said,  to  be  an  honest  and  honora- 
ble citizen  of  South  Boston.  After  the  way  his 
child  was  treated  in  the  City  Hespital  to  abuse 
him  as  he  was  abused,  is  adding  insult  to  the  in- 
jury already  done ;  and  I  think  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  City  Council,  if  they  have  anything  to  do 
with  the  City  Hospital,  to  bring  these  people  to 
the  place  they  ought  to  occupy.  They  should  be 
kept  in  their  proper  places.  They  are  paid  to  do 
honest  work,  and  treat  people  that  go  there  with 
respect.  The  gentleman  tells  me  he  has  been 
snubbed  several  times  while  there,  but  he  gave 
no  heed  to  that.  On  the  Sunday  previous  to  the 
death  or  his  child,  he  was  called  into  the  private 
office  of  Dr.  Rowe,  for  a  remark  made  in  the 
hospital  to  the  effect  that  he  didn't  like  the 
management.  Dr.  Rowe  said:  "I  understand 
that  you  are  complaining  of  the  way  your  child 
is  treated?"  Mr.  Fraser  replied:  ".Not  at  all." 
Dr.  Rowe  said,  "Yes  you  have,"  and  Mr.  Rowe's 
assistant,  who  was  standing  by,  said  that  he 
bad,  whereupon  the  doctor  said,  "I  will  be- 
lieve the  people  around  here  quicker  than  I 
will  believe  you."  Mr.  Fraser  said  be 
was  only  dissatisfied  with  the  manage- 
ment. Now,  as  I  have  said,  I  have  heard 
considerable  about  the  management  of  the  City 
Hospital.  While  this  may  appear  to  some  a 
trifling  matter,  inasmuch  as  the  child  was  only 
three  or  four  years  of  age,  if  it  had  come  to  our 
own  doors  we  would  take  a  different  view  of  it. 
I  don't  think  matters  of  that  kind  should  be 
passed  over.  Now  while  I  know  that  the  report 
of  the  committee  will  be  accepted,  because  no 
matter  how  neglectful  the  city  agents  may  be  in 
these  cases,  we  seldom  have  the  power  to  award 
damages,  I  would  state  that  this  gentleman 
has  no  desire  for  financial  gain.  He  simply 
wants  to  protect  others  that  may  follow  here- 
after, and  I  think  in  order  to  get  at  the  full  facts 
in  regard  to  the  matter  it  should  be  referred  to 
a  special  committee,  or  referred  to  the  direc- 
tors of  the  City  Hospital,  that  they  may 
look  into  it  and  give  a  hearing.  In  a  matter  of 
this  kind  nobody  can  be  charged  with  political 
buncombe  or  anything  of  the  kind,  and  more 
especially  I  cannot,  because,  the  election  is  over 
with  me.  I  know  Mr.  Fraser  to  be  an  honorable 
man,  and  I  move  that  the  matter  be  referred  to 
the  directors  of  the  City  Hospital  in  order  that 
they  may  give  a  hearing  and  thoroughly  inves- 
tigate it. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  trustees  of  the  City- 
Hospital  was  carried. 

21.  Report  of  Committee  on  Bridges,  no  action 
necessary  on  the  petition  of  William  T.  Van 
Nostrand  &  Co.,  and  others,  that  Maiden  bridge 
be  watered  by  the  city. 

Accepted  in  concurrence. 

22.  Report  of  Committee  on  Water,  no  action 
necessary  on  petition  of  John  D.  Pierce  and 
others  that  water  may  be  furnished  to  the  resi- 
dents on  Tolman  street. 

Accepted  in  concurrence. 

23.  Report  of  Committee  on  Water,  leave  to 
withdraw,  on  petition  of  Philip  P.  Sullivan  for 
compensation  for  damages  from  the  laving  of 
water-pipes  in  Waltham  street. 

Accepted  in  concurrence. 


24.  Report  of  Committee  on  Health,  inexpedi- 
ent to  take  any  action  at  present  in  regard  to 
filling  that  part  of  South  Bay  lying  south  of  an 
imaginary  line  extending  from  the  location  of 
the  Norway  Iron  Works.  Ward  15,  to  that  of  the 
old  smallpox  hospital,  Ward  20. 

Mr.  Carroll— I  object  to  the  acceptance  of 
the  report  of  this  committee,  and  I  move  that  it 
be  referred  back  to  the  committee.  My  idea  is 
this :  Something  must  be  done.  We  have  been 
suffering  in  South  Boston  and  at  the  South  End 
for  a  number  of  years  from  this  nuisance.  The 
committee  report  that  it  should  be  filled  in. 
Now,  another  matter  comes  up  in  No.  28  tonight, 
and  you  might  almost  say  the  same  thing,  and  I 
believe  that  both  these  reports  should  be  re- 
ferred back.  I  have  an  order  that  I  wish  to  pre- 
sent later  on,  but  at  the  present  time  I  should 
move  that  No.  24  be  referred  back  to  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  believe  this  matter  has  been  be- 
fore the  committee  for  a  long  while.  It  seems 
to  me  they  have  given  all  the  attention 
to  it  that  we  could  possibly  expect  of  them. 
I  cannot  see  the  utility  of  referring  it 
back.  I  have  not  yet  beard  from  the 
gentleman  who  has  objected  to  accept- 
ing the  report,  and  who  wishes  the  matter 
referred  back,  any  reason  why  if  should  be  re- 
ferred back.  It  is  probable  we  have  not  yet 
learned  the  reasons  which  induced  the  commit- 
tee to  make  the  report  which  they  have  made, 
and  I  should  like  to  hear  from  some  member  as 
to  why  they  made  such  a  report,  aDd  what  the 
difficulties  are  in  the  way  of  carrying  out  the 
desires  of  the  gentleman  who  last  spoke. 

Mr.  Reilly— I  hope  this  matter  will  be  re- 
ferred back  to  the  committee  for  this  reason:  I 
am  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Health. 
This  matter  was  before  that  committee  a  long 
while,  but  we  did  not  have  a  meeting  of  the 
committee— the  chairman  did  not  call  a  meet- 
ing of  the  committee  for  a  long  while— and  when 
the  meeting  was  called  a  very  small  number  of 
the  committee  was  present.  This  is  a  matter  I 
was  considerably  interested  in,  and  for  the 
reason  stated  I  did  not  have  a  chance  to  investi- 
gate it,  and  I  should  like  to  have  it  referred  back 
to  the  committee  again  so  that  I  may  learn  more 
about  it, 

Mr.  Ladd— Under  those  circumstences  I  shall 
have  no  objecttons  to  referring  it  back  to  the 
committee. 

The  report  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Health. 

25.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  no  action 
necessary  on  part  of  City  Council  on  the  petition 
of  Abby  T.  Tower  and  others,  administrators,  to 
be  paid  $68.80,  being  86  per  cent  of  the  assess- 
ment on  lot  974,  on  account  of  laying  out  Frank- 
lin park,  as  the  claim  has  been  adjusted. 

Accepted  in  concurrence. 

26.  Report  of  Committee  on  Assessors'  Depart- 
ment, no  action  necessary  on  part  of  City 
Council,  on  the  mayor's  message  calling  atten- 
tion to  a  statement  alleged  to  have  been  made 
at  a  meeting  of  taxpayers  held  at  the  Mer- 
chants' Association  Rooms,  40  Bedford  street, 
Oct.  18,  18S7.  that  "an  outrageous  and  unwar- 
rantable increase  in  the  valuation  of  business 
property  had  been  made." 

Accepted  in  concurrence. 

27.  Report  of  Committee  on  Water,  leave  to 
withdraw,  on  recommendation  of  the  Water 
Board,  on  the  petition  of  Michael  C.  O'Hare  for 
compensation  for  personal  injuries  received 
through  alleged  negligence  of  an  employee  of 
the  city  while  the  petitioner  was  employed  in 
the  Water  Department. 

Mi-.  Short — I  hope  this  report  will  not  be  ac- 
cepted. As  I  understand  this  case,  Mr.  O'Hare 
does  not  seek  compensation  from  the  city,  but 
he  did  seek  to  obtain  a  hearing  before  this  com- 
mittee, and  in  justice  to  the  man  who  is  con- 
cerned I  move  to  refer  the  matter  back  to  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  move  to  amend,  that  they  be  di- 
rected to  give  this  gentleman  a  bearing. 

Mr.  Short— I  accept  the  amendment. 

The  report  was  recommitted,  with  instruc- 
tions to  give  the  petitioner  a  hearing.  Sent 
up. 

28.  Report  of  Committee  on  Health,  leave  to 
withdraw,  on  the  petitions  of  Joseph  Harris  and 
others  for  the  abatement  of  an  alleged  nuisance 
in  the  vicinity  of  Harrison  square,  Dorchester, 
and  James  H.  Stark  and  others,  residents  in  and 
about  Savin  Hill,  for  the  abatement  of  an  al- 
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leged  nuisance  in  the  vicinity  of  Glover's  Cor- 
ner, Dorchester. 

Mr.  Light — I  move  that  this  report  be  recom- 
mitted tor  the  same  reasons  that  No.  24  was  sent 
hack. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  certainly  think  the  gentleman 
ought  to  give  some  reason  why  it  should  be  re- 
ferred back  if  he  wishes  it  so  referred.  The 
committee  make  a  very  exhaustive,  and  it 
seems  to  me  very  conclusive  statement  that  no 
nuisance  exists  out  there  that  the  city  ought  to 
be  called  upon  to  remove. 

Mr:  Light — In  the  first  place  I  do  not  think 
there  was  a  full  attendance  of  the  committee, 
and  hi  the  second  place  I  do  not  think  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health  understood  the  subject.  For 
some  reason  or  other  they  have  been  misled  as 
to  the  present  condition  of  the  fiats  and  places 
mentioned  in  the  report.  Further  than  that 
they  admit  that  it  is  a  nuisance,  a  detriment  to 
that  part  of  Dorchester,  and  especially  detri- 
mental to  the  health  of  that  locality,  and  they 
say  it  should  be  abated.  They  go  further  than 
that  and  say  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  do  any- 
thing because  it  will  require  such  a  large  ex- 
penditure of  money.  I  trust  that  this  matter 
will  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Health  and 
that  they  will  give  the  inhabitants  of  that  lo- 
cality a  hearing. 

Mr.  Ladd— Was  the  gentleman  present  at  the 
meeting  of  the  committee  when  this  matter  was 
considered? 

Mr.  Light— I  was  not.  I  was  not  aware  of  the 
meeting. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  withdraw  my  opposition. 

The  report  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Health  with  instructions  to  give  a  public 
hearing.    Sent  up. 

29.  Report  of  Committee  on  Ordinances— That 
the  ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  15  of  the  Re- 
vised Ordinances  of  1885.  concerning  matters  of 
finance  (see  City  Doc.  149),  ought  not  to  pass. 

Accepted  in  concurrence. 

3G.  Notice  of  the  indefinite  postponement  of 
above  ordinance. 

Placed  on  file. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gomez,  Nos.  31  to  33.  inclu- 
sive, were  acted  on  together,  viz. : 

31.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  recom- 
mending reference  to  the  Board  of  Fire  Com- 
missioners of  the  petition  of  Alice  M.  Culli- 
nau,  for  compensation  for  personal  injuries 
received  from  a  horse  driven  by  an  assistant 
engineer  of  the  Fire  Department. 

32.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims— Recom- 
mending reference  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Parks  of  the  petition  of  Mary  C.  Bieler,  to  be 
refunded  a  portion  of  the  amount  paid  to  the 
city  for  betterments  assessed  on  her  estate  on 
account  of  laying  out  the  Marine  Park. 

33.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  recom- 
mending reference  to  the  Committee  on  Water 
of  the  petition  of  Beekman  &  Punchard  for  the 
payment  of  a  hill  of  $220,  contracted  by  the 
Water  Board  in  1885. 

Reports  accepted  and  said  references  ordered 
in  concurrence. 

34.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  and  order 
(new  draft  and  as  amended)  for  a  transfer  to  the 
appropriation  for  sewers  ot  $20,000  from  the  ap- 
propriation for  Cambridge-street  bridge,  Allston, 
and  $10,000  from  that  for  land,  Hugh  O'Brien 
School. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  ordered 
to  a  second  reading.  Mr.  McNary  moved  to  sus- 
pend the  rule. 

Mi-.  Ladd— I  should  like  some  information  as 
to  this  matter,  before  we  vote  to  suspend  the 
rule.  I  think  we  have  been  told  in  the  past,  by 
this  committee  certainly,  that  the  condition  of 
things  would  be  such  that  no  more  work  could 
be  done  by  the  Sewer  Department.  Now  here  is 
an  appropriation  of  $30,000  for  the  Sewer  De- 
partment, and  it  seems  to  me  that  if  it  is  true 
that  we  are  approaching  the  time  of  the  year 
when  nothing  more  can  be  done,  it  is  hardly  to 
be  expected  that  this  money  can  he  used  for  the 
legitimate  purposes  <  f  city  work.  I  should  like 
information  from  members  in  regard  to  that  be- 
fore voting  to  suspend  the  rule. 

Mr.  McNary— I  would  respectfully  refer  the 
gentleman  to  Document  No.  142,  the  mayor's 
message  in  regard  to  the  Sewer  Department.  If 
he  will  read  that  very  carefully,  as  I  have  no 
doubt  the  larger  number  of  the  other  members 
have  done,  he  will  find  there  given  the  reasons 
why  the  Sewer  Department  should  have  more 
money.    The  matter  was  very  fully  discussed  at 


the  last  meeting  of  the  Common  Council.  Any 
gentleman  here  who  happens  to  look  into  the 
condition  of  things  at  all  knows  that  the  Sewer 
Department  is  in  a  bad  condition  as  regards 
money.  The  money  they  have  now  is  practi- 
cally contracted  for.  There  are  sewers  to 
the  amount  of  $400,000  petitioned  for  this 
year,  and  sewers  which  would  bring  up 
the  amount  to  double  that  much  laid 
upon  the  table  because  there  is  no  money 
to  finish  them,  and  no  money  to  do  the  work. 
To  my  mind  there  will  be  sewers  enough  next 
year  that  are  necessary  to  be  built  to  call  for 
twice  the  usual  working  force  of  the  depart- 
ment. I  might  relate  an  instance  of  a  man  in 
the  Highlands,  who  built  a  block  of  buildings, 
putting  out  about  $50,000  on  them,  on  a  certain 
street.  The  houses  were  first  class,  and  fitted 
up  in  perfect  condition  for  occupancy,  with  the 
exception  of  the  fact  that  there  was  no  sewer  in 
the  street.  It  is  a  small  street  and  could  be 
very  easily  sewered,  but  yet,  although  that  man 
has  expended  a  large  amount  of  money  on  that 
property,  because  he  has  no  means  of  entering 
the  sewer,  the  Board  of  Health  tell  him  he  can- 
not have  those  house  occupied.  The  Board  of 
Health  have  recommended  that  sewers  should 
be  put  in,  and  every  one  has  agreed  that  sewers 
should  be  put  in,  but  that  man  has  to  lose  the 
interest  on  his  investment  all  winter,  unless  a 
sewer  is  put  in  the  street.  In  my  own  district, 
as  well  as  in  Dorchester  and  Roxbury,  there  are 
numerous  places  where  sewers  are  needed.  If 
we  pass  an  order  like  this  at  the  present  time  it 
will  be  a  good  thing,  in  my  opinion,  and  I  have 
consulted  with  mechanics  in  this  matter,  who 
have  told  me  that  a  number  of  sewers  could  be 
put  in,  and  a  large  number  of  people  accommo- 
dated, if  the  money  was  available.  If  this  trans- 
fer is  not  passed,  the  work  of  the  Sewer  Depart- 
ment will  have  to  be  shut  down.  The  work  will 
have  to  be  shut  down,  and  the  300  men  reduced 
to  the  force  of  foreman  and  district  foreman 
necessary  to  look  after  the  work— the  repair 
force  which  will  simply  look  to  the  maintenance. 
No  new  work  of  any  character  can  be  carried  on 
any  further.  The  matter  is  very  fully  explained 
in  Document  No.  142.  I  think  we  discussed  this 
matter  too  long  on  another  occasion  to  go  into  it 
at  this  time.  If  any  discussion  is  necessary,  I 
am  ready  to  carry  it  on.  However.  I  don't  see 
that  it  is  necessary  to  go  further  into  the  matter 
unless  dissatisfaction  is  expressed  with  the 
mayor's  message  on  the  subject.  I  call  the  at- 
tention of  all  parties  to  Document  No.  142,  which 
is  the  mayor's  message  in  regard  to  the  appro- 
priation for  the  Sewer  Department. 

Mr.  Gomez— I  understand  that  the  qiv  stion 
here  isn't  in  regard  to  keeping  men  at  work  at 
all.  The  question  is  in  regard  to  finishing  up 
work.  There  is  no  progress  being  made  at  pres- 
ent, and  people  want  this  work  done.  It  is  not  a 
matter  of  how  many  men  shall  be  kept  at 
work,— nothing  of  the  kind.  There  is  money 
needed  in  that  deparment  for  work  required  to 
be  done  at  present,  and  unless  more  money  goes 
to  the  department,  work  will  cease.  It  is  only 
to  prosecute  the  work  in  progress  and  finish 
it  up  that  the  passage  of  this  order  is  desired,.  The 
public  generally  are  asking  for  the  work  which 
is  in  progress  be  finished  up. 

Mr.  Lauten— This  matter  was  very  fully  pre- 
sented to  the  Committee  on  Finances,  and  the 
committee  unanimously  reported  in  favor  of 
appropriating  $20,000.  Ten  thousand  dollars  was 
added  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  being  sug- 
gested by  Aid.  Lee,  I  think,  The  fact  is  stated 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  13  that  it  ought  to 
he  done. 

Mr.  Coyle— I  hope,  sir,  that  the  rule  will  be 
suspended.  There  was  an  order  passed  on  the 
13th  of  last  June  to  put  a  sewer  in  Condor  street. 
There  are  20  or  30  families  there,  and  the  sewer- 
age has  been  cut  off.  They  used  to  drain  on  the 
Boston  &  Maine  railroad,  but  it  lias  now  been 
cut  off,  and  they  have  no  drainage  there.  The 
Board  of  Health  will  not  allow  people  to  move 
there  unless  a  sewer  is  entered,  and  I  think  a 
sewer  ought  to  be  put  in  in  that  place. 

Mr.  C.  C.  Powers- I  presume  that  our  wise 
mayor  ought  to  know  something  about  what 
was  doing  and  what  was  required  to  be 
done  when,  last  spring,  the  appropriation 
for  the  Sewer  Department  was  recommend- 
ed by  the  Committee  on  Sewers  at  $395,- 
000.  His  Honor  the  Mayor  drew  his  pen 
through  it  and  approved  it  for  only 
$150,000.    Since  then  and  very  lately  we  have 
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heard  a  great  hue  and  cry  about  the  money 
necessary  for  the  sewers.  I  see  no  special  reason 
now  other  than  we  had  then,  why  these  trans- 
fers should  be  made,  and  I  am  opposed  to  them. 

Mr.  Leary— This  matter  of  810,000.  of  which 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  11  spoke,  was  a  mat- 
ter before  the  Council.  I  believe,  either  the  first 
of  this  year  or  the  latter  part  of  last  year.  It  is 
810.000  for  10,000  feet  of  land  back  of  the  Hugh 
O'Brien  School,  and  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Schools  and  Schoolhoases.  The  com- 
mittee found  that  there  hadn't  been  a  request 
from  the  School  Committee,  and  therefore  it  is 
not  deemed  advisable  to  purchase  the  land  until 
such  time  as  the  School  Committee  send  a  re- 
quest to  our  committee  for  the  purchase  of  the 
land.  I  suppose  that  is  why  the  §10,000  was 
placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Street  Depart- 
ment. Now  so  far  as  the  Sewer  Department 
needing  money  is  concerned,  there  isn't  any 
question  about  it.  Anybody  familiar  with 
City  Hall  knows  there  is  no  department  that 
needs  money  more.  In  fact,  you  have  the  largest 
business  men  in  Boston  in  that  office  every  day, 
and  they  even  go  further  and  say,  "We  will  put 
up  the  money  to  build  the  sewer."  But  under 
the  law  we  cannot  allow  them  to  do  that.  I  be- 
lieve where  we  build  sewers  we  receive  better- 
ments, and  there  isn't  the  extreme  outlay  that 
the  gentleman  wishes  to  picture.  If  the  mayor 
cut  that  down- to  3150.000  at  the  first  of  the  year, 
he  did  so  because  the  Legislature  cut  us  down  to 
such  an  extent  that  we  didn't  have  money 
enough  to  go  around  among  the  various  depart- 
ments. I  think  that  is  where  the  mistake  comes 
— cutting  the  indebtedness  down  from  2xk  to  2 
per  cent. 

Mr.  Norton — When  this  matter  came  before 
the  Finance  Committee,  for  a  transfer,  I  sup- 
ported it  and  voted  for  it,  but  if  I  am  obliged  to 
vote  for  this  order,  and  am  also  obliged  to  vote 
810,000  from  the  Alls  ton  bridge,  besides  taking 
this  money  away  from  the  O'Brien  schoolhouse. 
I  shall  be  obliged  to  vote  far  different  from  what 
I  wish  to  on  the  sewer  order.  I  should  like  to 
inquire  if  that  order  can  be  divided? 

Mr.  Ladd— I  trust  the  rule  w  ill  not  be  sus- 
pended. Our  public  journals  are  teeming  with 
accusations  against  the  Sewer  Department — that 
men  are  kept  upon  the  rolls  of  that  department 
for  whom  there  is  no  work  to  do ;  that  men  are 
sent  to  do  work  over  and  over  again  in  that  de- 
partment, simply  to  keep  them  apparently  busy, 
in  order  that  they  may  draw  their  pay  from  the 
city  of  Boston.  Now,  I  say,  if  those  accu- 
sations, or  any  one  of  them,  be  true, 
and  they  are  almost  without  number 
made  in  the  public  journals  of  the  city 
of  Boston,  and  they  are,  as  yet,  unanswered, 
I  am  opposed  to  granting  any  more  money  to  the 
Sewer  Department,  ancT  I  am  opposed  to  grant- 
ing any  more  money  to  them  at  this  particular 
time  of  the  year,  when  a  municipal  election  is 
in  the  immediate  future,  and  when  it  is  quite 
important  that  there  may  be  plenty  of  money — 
830,000 — used  for  the  purpose  of  buying  votes.  If 
that  be  the  purpose  of  this  money.  If  it  be  for 
the  purpose  of  employing  men  or  bribing  men  to 
change  their  votes,  then  I  am  opposed  to  it,  and 
I  am  led  to  believe  that  such  is  the  purpose 
from  the  peculiar  time  in  which  it  is  introduced 
and  from  the  urgency  with  which  it  is  forced 
upon  us  at  this  particular  crisis.  It  has  been 
hanging  along,  it  is  true,  in  the  past,  and  there 
has  been  no  special  haste  about  it  until  now.just 
on  the  eve  of  a  municipal  election.  And  now 
we  are  told  it  is  an  absolute  necessity  to  have 
this  money  given  to  the  Sewer  Department,  just 
at  this  time,  when  the  ground  is  about  to  freeze 
up  in  this  latitude,  and  when  it  will  be  impos- 
sible to  do  any  work  except  electioneering  work. 
If  that  be  the  purpose  of  this  appropriation,  then 
I  am  opposed  to  it,  and  I  think  every  honest 
man  ought  to  be  opposed  to  it.  I  say  there  are 
indications,  and  they  are  very  strong,  that  such 
is  the  purpose  of  this  appropriation,  and  as  I 
said  before,  those  accusations  in  our  journals 
have  not  been  answered,  although  they  have 
given  definite  and  particular  occasions,  naming 
date  and  men  and  the  amounts  of  money  paid 
them  for  work  for  which  the  city  of  Boston  never 
received  an  equivalent.  Until  those  accusations 
are  answered.  I  say  I  am  opposed  to  giving 
the  Sewer  Department  any  more  money. 
I  am  not  opposed  to  their  having  all  the 
money  that  is  necessary  to  perform  their 
necessary  work  of  keeping  in  proper  condition 
the  sewers  of  the  city  of  Boston  and  extending 


them  to  those  people  who  are  proposing  to  build 
residences  or  business  houses  within  the  limits 
of  the  city  of  Boston.  No  man  is  more  ready 
than  I  to  appropriate  every  dollar  of  money  that 
is  necessary  for  such  purposes,  if  I  recognize 
that  it  is  a  real  necessity,  for  I  know  in  such 
cases  we  may  get  back  dollars  in  taxation  for 
every  cent  we  pay  out.  I  realize  that,  and  that 
in  my  judgment  is  the  insidious  argument 
which  is  made  at  this  time  for  the  purpose  of 
gaining  830,000  for  electioneering  purposes. 

Mr.  W  hall— Mr.  President. 

The  President — The  Chair  must  remind  gen- 
tlemen in  the  gallery  that  they  must  preserve 
order. 

Mr.  Whai.l— I  had  intended  to  have  intro- 
duced an  order  which  would  have  run  like  this : 
"Whereas  in  a  recent  issue  the  Boston  Evening 
Traveller,  in  an  editorial,  has  said  that  in  cer- 
tain departments  of  the  city  government  of  the 
city  of  Boston  large  numbers  of  laborers  were 
hired  upon  the  day  before  election,  and  that 
certain  city  laborers  on  election  day  were 
granted  a  full  holiday  without  full  loss  of  pay, 
and  that  six  men  were  discharged  from  the  city 
employ ;  Resolved,  That  a  special  committee  be 
appointed  to  investigate  and  report  the  facts  in 
the  case  to  this  Council."  But  I  imagine  that 
that  would  be  almost  a  thankless  task,  for  it 
would  be  an  effort  on  my  part  to  prove,  or  dis- 
prove, rather,  merely  the  ravings  of  some  silly 
person  who  could  not  gather  his  wits  together 
to  formulate  a  sensible  proposition  or  a  direct 
charge  against  the  city  government.  I  imag- 
ined that  nobody  was  silly  enough  in  the  face  of 
the  facts,  with  the  facts  open  to  him,  to  state 
anything  of  that  kind ;  I  did  not  believe  that 
any  one  was  silly  enough  to  believe  that  the  ma- 
jority of  this  government  would  attempt  tactics 
of  that  kind.  I  gave  to  the  citizens  of  Boston 
credit  for  more  intelligence.  I  should  have  ex- 
pected the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  to  do  so.  I 
Hatter  him  when  I  credit  him  with  some  intelli- 
gence, but  it  is  a  characteristic  of  the  race  from 
which  I  spring  to  be  magnanimous,  even  to  its 
enemies,  and  I  imagined  that  in  this  particular 
the  gentleman,  by  a  divine  dispensation,  might 
have  a  grain  of  common  sense,  and  that  in  his 
intellect,  small  though  it  be  Daughter],  there 
might  not  have  been  found  lodgment  for  the 
idea  that  was  formulated  in  the  Boston  Travel- 
ler. But  I  was  too  generous  with  the  gentle- 
man. The  gentleman  here  tonight  repeats  and 
insinuates  that  for  election — 

Mr.  F.  R.  Morrison— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
I  would  like  to  know  what  all  this  has  to  do 
with  the  question  before  the  house? 

Mr.  Whall — I  am,  as  cnairman  of  the  Com- 
mitte  on  Finance,  on  the  part  of  the  Council, 
trying  to  give  some  reasons  why  the  rule  should 
be  suspended,  and  for  fear  that  the  eloquence  of 
our  friend  from  Ward  10  might  have  influenced 
his  confrere  from  Ward  1,  I  will  attempt,  if  he 
keeps  his  ears  open  and  keeps  quiet,  to  give 
some  reasons  why  immediate  action  should  be 
taken.  The  objections  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  10  should  not  influence  his  vote ;  I 
know  they  will  influence  his  vote,  but  theoreti- 
cally they  should  not.  Practically  what  I  might 
say  here  .from  now  till  doomsday  would  not  in- 
fluence such  an  iron-clad  partisan  as  my  friend 
in  the  rear.  One  would  imagine  that  the  phi- 
losopher from  Ward  10  had  found  some  new 
trick  on  the  part  of  his  Democratic  foes.  One 
would  imagine  that  we  were  in  such  dire  stress 
that  we  had  to  take  from  the  public  crib  830,000 
to  elect  our  nominee  for  mayor.  Now  I  want  to 
call,  through  you,  Mr.  President,  the  attention 
of  this  Council  to  these  facts.  Some  three  or 
four  months  ago  the  Sewer  Department  made 
application  for  more  money.  Earlier  hi  the 
year  we  attempted  to  give  them  more  money, 
and  four  months  ago,  when  the  noise  of  a  mu- 
nicipal election  could  not  be  dreamed  of,  much 
less  heard,  in  committee  I  attempted  to  give  the 
sum  of  875,000  or  8SO.OO0  in  a  supplemental  appro- 
priation bill,  to  this  department,  simply  because 
the  department  asked  for  it  and  demonstrated 
its  needs.  It  was  outvoted.  Then  the  depart- 
ment sent  communication  after  communcation 
to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  here  to  this  place, 
showing  its  needs  and  demanding  more  money. 
The  Finance  Committee  has  been  wrestling  with 
the  subject  of  giving  them  money  for  the  last 
four  months.  We  attempted  to  give  them  8100,- 
000  from  the  Public  Library  fund.  The  project, 
so  born,  saw  daylight  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
was  ignominiously    slaughtered.     The  matter 
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was  then  referred  to  us.  We  came  back  to  com- 
mittee room,  and  we  endeavored  to  give  them,  I 
believe,  .125,000,  taking  it  from  the  appropriation 
for  Allston  bridge.  1  hat  went  to  the  Board  of 
Aldermen.  The  project  was  juggled  with  there, 
and  at  last  the  thing  came  back  to  us  again,  and 
now  they  come  in  with  a  project  to  give  them 
$20,000  from  one  appropriation,  which  can  stand 
it  and  $10,000  from  another  where  the  money  is 
not  needed.  Now,  Mr.  President,  I  desire 
through  you  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
objection  made  by  the  gentleman,  namely,  that 
this  matter  comes  in  at  a  late  day,  on  the  eve  of 
an  election,  should. not  weigh  with  the  Council. 
This  matter  came  up  four  months  ago,  and  this 
is  the  first  time  the  Common  Counci  1  has  had  a 
chance  to  say  whether  or  not  it  can  agree  with 
the  Board  of  Aldermen.  That  the  matter  was 
not  presented  four  months  ago  in  this  chamber 
is  not  the  fault  of  your  Committee  on  Finance, 
and  is  not  the  fault  of  either  the  Republican  or 
Democratic  party.  It  is  simply  the  fault,  if  fault 
it  be,  that  the  Committee  on  Finance  did  not 
formulate  a  proposition  that  seemed  to  meet 
the  desires  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  We 
are  not  doing  this  to  get  campaign  meterial. 
It  is  very  easy  for  a  member  on  this  floor  to 
shoot  out  charges  against  party  mismanage- 
ment. It  is  just  as  easy  to  say  that  we  are  doing 
this  thing  to  make  narty  success  surer,  as  it  was 
for  my  friend  to  be  guilty  of  the  illusion  that  I 
took  him  to  task  for  some  few  meetings  ago. 
Anybody  can  make  a  charge.  I  might  formulate 
such  a  false  proposition  as  that  the  gentleman 
has  brains  [laughter.]  I  could  do  it  it  I  wanted 
to, — nothing  could  prevent  me ;  but  the  formu- 
lated proposition  would  not  prove  the  fact  con- 
tamed  in  it.  The  gentleman  says  we  are  doing 
this  for  campaign  purposes.  We  are  doing  it  for 
nothing  of  the  kind.  We  are  doing  it  at  the 
order  of  the  city  government.  Now  to  come  down 
to  the  meat  of  the  proposition  itself.  That  the 
Sewer  Department  needs  money  I  take  for 
granted,  because  the  communications  from  that 
department  are  so  numerous  that  they  set  all 
doubts  as  to  that  fact  at  rest.  Now  if  they  need 
the  money,  the  next  question,  have  we  money 
to  give  them?  The  Finance  Committee  who 
have  knowledge  of  this  matter  inferior  only  to 
that  possessed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10, 
say  we  have  the  money.  Where  have  we  got  it? 
There  is  some  $45,000  by  which  some  time  ago 
we  voted  to  keep  an  agreement  with  the  Boston 
&  Albany  railroad;  to  build  a  bridge  at  grade 
crossing.  We  are  informed  by  the  law  authori- 
ties that  that  bridge  cannot  be  built  until  there 
is  legislative  action  taken  on  it.  So  we  are  in 
this  position  that  none  of  that  $45,000  can  be 
spent  until  after  the  Legislature  gives  us  an 
enabling  act  to  build  that  bridge  and  enter 
into  an  agreement  with  the  Boston  & 
Albany  Railroad  Corporation.  So  we  dispose 
of  $20,000  of  the  appropriation.  We  can 
transfer  that  amount.  We  do  not  negative  the 
proposition  that  at  some  time  or  other,  we  will 
need  to  make  that  money  good,  but  that  money 
is  not  needed  there  at  present.  Now,  as  to  the 
other  $10,000,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  a 
scheme  was  attempted  to  be  put  through  here, 
and  it  died  a  very  premature  death,  to  get  some 
adjacent  land  to  the  O'Brien  schoolhouse.  Evi- 
dently the  committee  to  whom  that  proposition 
was  referred  did  not  think  well  of  it,  and  it  has 
never  seen  the  daylight  yet;  and,  even  though 
four  weeks  have  elapsed  since  the  time  when 
that  proposition  was  referred  to  the  committee, 
we  haven't  heard  a  word  from  them.  I  believe 
it  was  referred  to  them  somewhere  in  the  be- 
ginning of  February.  There  is  no  need  for  a 
schoolyard  there  at  present.  We  cannot  use  the 
money  at  present,  and  this  $10,000  can  be  used  as 
well  here  as  anywhere  else.  So  now  we  have, 
these  propositions  on  which  to  vote.  First  of 
all,  this  project  is  not  a  laie  project.  It  is  a  pro- 
ject that  has  been  developed  largely  in  the  gov- 
ernment during  the  last  four  or  five  months.  It 
has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  election,  be- 
cause we  thought  of  giving  the  Sewer  Depart- 
ment more  money  back  in  September  last,  before 
we  thought  of  election.  Now  we  have  before 
us,  also,  this  proposition,  that  the  Sewer  Depart- 
ment needs  money.  We  have  before  us,  also, 
these  facts,  that  we  can  send  $30,000  into  that 
department,  which  we  don't  need  at  present. 
Now,  after  this  presentation  of  facts,  if  there  is 
any  objection,  don't  suspend  the  rule ;  if  there 
is  none  suspend  the  rule  and  pass  the  order  to- 
night and  give  this  department  that  is  really 


suffering  for  funds,  some  means  to  carry  on  its 
work. 

Mr.  McNart— I  am  very  sorry  now  that  the 
debate  has  taken  any  turn  towards  politics  this 
evening,  because  I  don't  look  upon  this  matter 
in  a  political  light  at  all,  but  as  a  matter  of  pure 
business.  I  feel  for  one  that  any  gentleman  who 
introduces  politics  into  the  discussion  this  eve- 
ning does  absolutely  and  completely  wrong.  I 
want  to  point  out  the  fact  that  this  is  a  mere  mat- 
ter of  money  for  the  Sewer  Department,  and  that 
it  is  a  subject  which  has  been  agitated  as  far  back 
as  when  the  appropriations  were  originally 
passed.    At  that  time  I  moved  a  transfer  of  $30,- 

000  to  the  Sewer  Department,  believing  that 
there  was  not  money  enough  in  that  appropria- 
tion, and  I  have  been  borne  out  since  by  what 
has  occurred.  The  superintendent  of  sewers 
asked,  as  far  back  as  May  23,  for  additional 
money,  giving  elaborate  and  conclusive  reasons 
why  he  wanted  more  money  and  where  it  would 
be  expended  and  for  what  purposes.  That  cer- 
tainly was  not  on  the  eve  of  the  municipal  elec- 
tion. Then  again  the  mayor's  communication 
came  in  here  on  Sept.  8,  and  the  municipal  cam- 
paign was,  not  opened  at  that  time,  and,  if  the 
gentleman  will  remember,  1  introduced  the 
order  under  which  this  transfer  comes,  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Common  Council  on  Sep- 
tember 29,  before  the  municipal  campaign 
was  thought  of.  Now  the  only  requests  I 
have  received  personally  as  regards  sewers 
come  from  men  who  have  asked  me  what  I 
could  do  to  put  in  sewers,  and  those  requests 
have  come  from  the  Republicans  in  my  district, 
with  but  one  exception,  and  there  have  been 
four,  five  or  six  sewers  that  I  have  tried 
my  best  to  put  in.    Of  the  half  dozen  sewers 

1  have  been  working  on,  five  have  been  asked 
for  by  Republican  builders  or  owners  of  real  es- 
tate. Three  quarters  of  the  money  paid  into 
sewers  is  paid  back  into  the  city  treasury.  The 
whole  matter  is  fully  explained  in  Document  87, 

E resented  to  the  government  May  23,  and  in 
locument  142,  presented  to  this  government 
Sept.  8,  before  the  municipal  campaign  was  un- 
der discussion  at  all.  It  is  a  matter  of  business. 
It  is  a  fact  that  $400,000  worth  of  sewers  have 
been  petitioned  for  and  ordered  built,  and  the 
petitions  are  lying  on  the  table  at  the  present 
time,  as  there  is  no  money  with  which  to  build 
them.  These  are  sewers  that  ought  to  be  put  in. 
I  believe  I  have  it  in  mind  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  10  stated  at  a  previous  meeting  him- 
self that  he  thought  money  was  needed  for  the 
Sewer  Department.  I  have  been  looking  to  find 
the  place.  I  cannot  find  the  place  now,  but  my 
recollection  is,  and  I  think  I  am  right,  that  the 
gentleman  himself  stated  at  a  previous  meeting 
that  he  knew  money  was  needed  in  the  Sewer 
Department.  That  is  the  only  reason  I  support 
it,  not  as  a  matter  of  politics  or  the  effect  it  will 
have  on  the  city  election,  but  because,  as  I  un- 
derstand it,  the  city  departments  can  only  em- 
ploy a  certain  number  of  men,  according  to  the 
civil  service  rules,  and  I  don't  think  that  such 
a  belief  is  in  the  minds  of  any  members  present- 
I  think  the  gentleman  is  making  a  ridiculous 
argument  when  he  brings  that  up,  because  the 
Republican  party  is  as  much  interested  as  the 
Democratic  parly,  as  far  as  sewers  are  concerned. 
I  know  that  all  parties  are  equally  interested  in 
my  district,  and  I  think  the  gentleman  is  not 
representing  his  own  constituents  fairly  in  try- 
ing to  deprive  people  of  sewers  they  need  on  the 
silly  cry  of  politics.  I  don't  believe  the  question 
of  politics  should  enter  into  matters  ifke  this 
that,  come  before  the  Common  Council,  and  I 
think  the  gentleman  is  wrong  in  taking  the 
stand  he  does  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Gomez— I  think  the  vote  upon  the  matter 
is  settled.  I  do  not  think  any  argument  is  go- 
ing to  change  votes  one  way  or  the  other.  I 
move  that  debate  be  closed. 

It  was  voted  to  close  debate. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  was  declared 
carried.  Mr.  Ladd  doubted  the  vote  and  asked 
for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  was  lost 
for  want  of  two  thirds  in  fayor ;  yeas  39,  nays 
24: 

Yeas— Barry,  Carroll,  Chamberlain,  Cochran, 
Coleman,  Connolly,  Coyle,  Davern,  Desmond, 
Dolan,  Duggan,  J.Gallagher,Gomez,  Harrington. 
Hayes,  Keflher,  Kelley,  Kennedy,  Lanten,  Leary, 
Mahoney,  McEnaney.  McKenna,  McNary.  J. 
Murphv.  J,  J.  Murphy.  W.  H.  Murphy,  Nunan. 
O'Mealey,  Perry,  Reilly,   Short,  J.  II.  Sullivan, 
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R.  Sullivan.Teevens,  Tracy,  Tuttle,  Whall.Whit- 
inore— 39. 

Nays  —  Atwood.  Bowman,  Burr,  Carstensen. 
Clark.  Dewey,  Fottler.  Fowler,  Frost,  Ladd, 
Lattimore.  Light.  F.  Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison, 
Norton.  Perkins.  C.  C.  Powers,  Richards.  San- 
ger, Sbaw,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  Webster,  Wilson— 
24. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Blume,  Dunn.  Fisher, 
Foss,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Haggerty,  E.  J.  Powers, 
Sundberg,  Thayer— 9. 

The  order  went  over. 

SCHOOLS  AND  SCHOOLHOUSES. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  Mr.  Connolly 
submitted  the  following  from  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings: 

Report  on  the  communication  from  the  School 
Committee,  surrendering  a  strip  of  land  in  the 
yard  of  the  Phillips-street  School,  Roxbury — 
Recommending  the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  hereby 
authorized  to  execute  a  deed,  in  the  name  and 
behalf  of  the  city,  to  James  P.  Cleary,  of  a  por- 
tion of  the  lot  of  the  Phillips-street  schoolhouse, 
Roxbury,  containing  240  square  feet,  and  being 
shown  upon  a  plan  made  by  the  city  surveyor, 
dated  Nov.  17,  1887,  on  condition  of  the  said 
Cleary's  paying  to  the  city  the  sum  of  50  cents 
per  square  foot  for  said  land,  and  agreeing  to 
erect  a  board  fence  five  feet  in  height  on  the 
line  dividing  the  said  portion  of  land  from  the 
schoolyard. 

Report  accepted,  order  read  twice  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rule :  moved  by  Mr.  Connolly, 
ancf  passed.  Mr.  Connolly  moved  to  reconsider ; 
lost.    Sent  up. 

Report  on  the  request  of  the  School  Commit- 
tee for  drill-hall  accommodation  for  the  use  of 
the  East  Boston  High  School— Recommending 
the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  public 
buildings,  under  the  direction  of  His  Honor  the 
Mayor,  be  authorized  to  hire,  for  drill-hall  ac- 
commodations for  the  use  of  the  East  Boston 
High  School,  a  building  located  on  Paris  street, 
East  Boston,  and  known  as  the  "Paris  Rink," 
at  a  rental  of  not  exceeding  §300  per  annum ; 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
schoolhouses.  public  buildings. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question 
came  on  giving  the  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  should  like  some  information  as 
to  whether  or  not  it  is  customary  for  the  city  of 
Boston  to  furnish  drill-rooms  for  pupils  in  the 
high  schools  throughout  the  city,  and  whether 
or  not  some  rooms  in  the  school  building  cannot 
be  used  properly  for  such  a  purpose? 

Mr.  Carstensen— I  would  state  that  at  the 
present  time  the  East  Boston  High  School  has 
no  place  to  drill  in.  and  they  are  drilling  in  the 
street.  Since  the  1st  of  September  the  proprie- 
tors of  this  building  have  allowed  the  use  of  it 
for  the  pupils  of  the  East  Boston  High  School  to 
drill  in  free  of  rent.  But  two  weeks  ago  they 
stopped  them  from  using  the  building,  so  that 
now  there  is  no  place  for  them  to  drill,  and  this 
is  the  only  hall  in  East  Boston  suitable  for  that 
purpose.  There  is  another  hall  some  distance 
from  the  high-school  building  that  we  could 
probably  rent  for  8225  a  year.  But  the  size  of 
the  hall  is  against  it.  It  is  40x50,  which  is  too 
small  for  two  companies  to  drill  in.  The  size 
of  this  rink-hall  is  70x40,  which  gives  ample 
space  for  the  companies  to  drill.  I  hope  the  or- 
der will  pass. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  should  like  to  have  the  gentle- 
man answer  rny  other  question,  as  to  wnat  he 
knows  to  be  the  custom  in  other  parts  of  the 
city,  and  whether  we  are  accustomed  to  supply 
drill  halls  in  other  parts  of  the  city? 

Mr.  Carstensen— It  is  the  custom  where  the 
high  school  has  no  hall  in  it.  The  East  Bos- 
ton high  school  has  no  hall  in  it  suitable  for 
drilling. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading, 
and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Carstensen  the  rule  was 
suspended  and  the  order  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Coleman— I  should  hope  that  this  order 
will  not  prevail,  for  the  reason  that  I  think 
there  are  other  halls  over  there  that  the  city  of 
Boston  can  hire  a  gi  eat  deal  cheaper  than  this 
one.  and  which  will  answer  the  purpose  just  as 
well.  There  are  a  number  of  halls  in  East  Bos- 
ton, of  one  of  which  the  gentleman  speaks,  and 
that  is  Webster  Hall,  which  can  be  hired  for 
§225  a  year.  Formerly  the  Fourth  Battalion  had 
that  hall  for  a  number  of  years.    There  is  every 


accommodation  for  a  drill  hall  and  armory-  It 
may  not  be  so  large  as  this  rink,  but  I  think  it 
has  all  the  accommodations  needed.  There  is 
also  another  hall  that  has  been  talked  of,  but 
since  tnat  time  I  have  understood  they  could 
not  get  it.  I  think  it  would  he  better  for  the 
committee  to  investigate  this  matter  again  and 
see  if  they  cannot  do  better  than  to  hire  this  rink. 

Mr.  Frost — There  seems  to  be  a  difference  of 
opinion  in  regard  to  this  matter  and  I  should 
hope  that  it  would  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings. 

The  President — It  comes  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Buildings,  and  was  considered  by 
theni  at  a  meeting  yesterday. 

Mr.  Carstensen— I  would  say  in  reply  to  the 
gentleman  that  members  should  take  into  con- 
sideration the  time  allowed  the  pupils  of  the 
High  School  for  drill.  They  only  have  40  min- 
utes in  which  to  do  that  part  of  their  studying. 
It  will  take  them  some  10  minutes  to  go  to  this 
hall  on  Webster  street  and  10  minutes  to  go 
back  to  the  schoolhouse,  and  as  they  only  have 
40  minutes,  that  would  leave  them  only  20  min- 
utes for  actual  drilling.  Here  is  a  letter  I  re- 
ceived from  the  master  of  the  East  Boston  High 
School,  with  whom  I  have  had  considerable 
talk  in  regard  to  getting  a  place  for  this  pur- 
pose, and  I  received  this  letter  after  the  talk  I 
had.    He  says: 

"I  want  to  add  just  this  to  our  talk  in  regard 
to  leasing  Webster  Hall.  It  will  take  10  minutes 
of  oui  time  to  go  and  10  minutes  to  come  from 
the  place  to  the  schoolhouse.  Our  whole  drill 
time  is  only  40  minutes,  leaving  just  20  minutes 
for  the  actual  jvork.  We  should  be  at  a  decided 
disadvantage  in  training,  as  our  time  is  so  lim- 
ited." 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman 
who  has  just  taken  his  seat  if  in  the  hiring  of 
this  hall  we  have  the  exclusive  use  of  it  all  the 
time? 

Mr.  Carstensen— We  do  not.  We  have  it  for 
the  two  days  in  the  week  that  the  High  School 
pupils  use  it. 

Mr.  Ladd— For  all  those  days? 

Mr.  Carstensen — Yes,  sir, 

Mr.  Ladd— And  all  the  time  required  is  40 
minutes  a  day? 

Mr.  Carstensen— Yes,  sir,  that  is  all  the  time 
required  in  the  drill.  But  they  generally  use  it 
more  than  that  during  the  two  or  three  months 
before  the  term  closes,  to  practice  bayonet  drill 
and  company  drill  for  the  prize  drill.  They 
have  the  use  of  it  for  the  whole  day. 

Mr.  Gomez— 1  move  as  an  amendment  that 
this  matter  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings.  I  think  there  is  consider- 
able diversity  of  opinion  between  the  members 
of  the  Council  from  that  section.  And  I  think 
the  order  will  bear  closer  inspection.  It  seems 
to  me  it  is  proposed  to  pay  a  considerable  sum 
for  using  the  hall  only  40  minutes  a  day  and  only 
two  days  in  the  week.  I  understand  that  after 
a  closer  inspection  of  this  matter  there  might  be 
a  different  result  brought  about.  There  are 
some  gentlemen  here  from  that  ward  who  think 
entirely  different  from  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. I  would  like  to  see  the  matter  settled 
satisfactorily  to  everybody.  If  it  is  recommitted 
and  they  bring  back  the  same  report  I  will  favor 
it.  As  it  stands  I  am  not  satisfied.  I  think  it  is 
paying  considerable  money  for  80  minutes'  use 
of  the  hall  each  week.  I  move  that  the  whole 
matter  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burr  the  main  question  was 
ordered. 

The  order  was  declared  passed.  Mr.  Gomez 
doubted  the  vote  and  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  the  Council  refused  to  order. 

The  order  was  declared  passed.  Mr.  Carsten- 
sen moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  direct  the 
clerk  to  take  up  No.  41. 

41.  Order  for  the  payment  of  city  employees 
on  monthly  pay-rolls  the  amounts  due  them  on 
or  before  Nov.  23,  in  anticipation  of  the  Decem- 
ber draft ;  and  on  or  before  Dec.  24,  in  anticipa- 
tion of  the  January  draft. 

Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 
moved  by  Mr.  Whall,  and  passed  in  concur- 
rence. Mr.  Gallagher  moved  to  reconsider; 
lost. 

THE   PROPOSED   REAPPORTIONMENT  OF  THE 
COUNCILMEN. 

On  motion   of  Mr.  F.  Morison.  the  rule  was 
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suspended,   and  he  submitted    the    followin 
(Doc.  159) : 

In  Common  Council,  Nov.  17, 1887. 
The  Committee  on  Ordinances,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  order  for  the  acceptance  by  the 
City  Council  of  Chapter  210  of  the  Acts  of  1887, 
to  esahlish  the  number  of  members  of  the  Com- 
mon Council,  having  considered  the  subject,  re- 
spectfully submit  the  following 

REPORT. 

In  accordance  with  a  vote  of  the  City  Council, 
His  Honor  the  Mayor  presented  the  following 
petition  to  the  Legislature : 

Boston,  Feb.  2, 1887. 
To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, in  General  Court  assembled. 

In  accordance  with  an  order  passed  by  the 
City  Council  of  Boston,  on  Jan.  31,  1887,  I  have 
the  honor  to  petition  your  honorable  body  "to  so 
amend  the  Boston  city  charter  that  the  number 
of  councilmen — now  seventy-two  (72) — be  in- 
creased to  seventy-four  (74),  in  order  that  Wards 
twenty-two  (22)  and  twenty-five  (25)  shall  each 
year  have,  according  to  the  assessed  polls  of 
each  ward,  a  just  representation  in  the  lower 
branch  of  the  City  Council." 
Respectfully, 
(Signed)  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

The  result  of  this  application  was  the  passage 
of  the  following  law : 

[Chapter  210.  J 
"An  Act  to  Establish  the  Number  of  Members  of 

the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
"Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  as  follows: 

"Section  1.  At  every  annual  municipal  elec- 
tion hereafter  held  in  the  city  6f  Boston,  the 
qualified  voters  in  the  several  wards  shall  bring 
in  their  votes  by  ballot  for  able  and  discreet 
men,  qualified  voters  in  their  respective  wards, 
to  be  members  of  the  Common  Council  for  the 
ensuing  year,  as  follows :  In  Ward  1,  for  three 
members:  in  Ward  2,  for  three  members;  in 
Ward  3,  for  two  members ;  in  Ward  4,  for  two 
members;  in  Ward  5,  for  three  members;  in 
Ward  6,  for  two  members ;  in  Ward  7,  for  two 
members ;  in  Ward  8,  for  two  members;  in  Ward 
9,  for  two  members;  in  Ward  10,  for  three 
members;  in  Ward  11,  for  four  members; 
in  Ward  12,  for  three  members;  in  Ward  13, 
for  three  members ;  in  Ward  14,  for  four  mem- 
bers; in  Ward  15,  for  three  members;  in 
Ward  16,  for  three  members;  in  Ward  17.  for 
three  members ;  in  Ward  18,  for  three  members ; 
in  Ward  19,  for  three  members;  in  Ward  20,  for 
four  members ;  in  Ward  21  for  three  members ; 
in  Ward  22,  for  three  members ;  in  Ward  23,  for 
three  members;  in  Ward  24,  for  four  members ; 
and  in  Ward  25,  for  two  members;  and  all  the 
ballots,  so  given  in  each  precinct,  being  sorted, 
counted,  and  declared,  a  public  declaration  of 
the  result  shall  be  made  by  the  warden  in  open 
precinct  meeting;  and  a  record  of  such  proceed- 
ings shall  be  kept  hy  the  clerk  in  his  journal, 
stating  the  numher  of  ballots  ariven  for  each 
person,  written  in  words  at  length. 

"Sect.  2.  Section  2,  of  Chapter  243  of  the  acts 
of  the  year  1875  is  hereby  repealed. 

"Sec.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  ac- 
ceptance by  the  City  Council  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton.   [Approved  April  20,  1887."] 

As  this  act  is  so  different  from  the  one  asked 
for,  your  committee  lias  deemed  it  proper  to  ob- 
tain such  ofli  rial  figures  ad  should  truly  exhibit 
the  changes  which  would  be  made  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  Common  Council,  by  the  accep- 
tance of  this  law. 

The  basis  upon  which  all  our  system  of  elec- 
tive officers  is  founded  is  the  number  of  legal 
voters.  Formerly  it  was  not  so ;  but  by  amend- 
ments Nos.  21  and  22  to  our  State  constitution, 
passed  in  1857,  the  senators  and  representatives 
are  proportionate  to  the  number  of  legal  voters 
and  not  to  the  population. 

By  Chapter  243  of  the  Acts  of  1875  the  City 
Council  of  Boston  was  empowered  to  divide  the 
city  into  24  wards,  "in  such  manner  as  to  includo 
an  equal  number  of  voters  in  eacli  ward,  as 
nearly  as  conveniently  may  be,  consistently 
with  well-defined  limits  to  each  ward."  Three 
councilmen  were  to  be  elected  in  each  ward. 

By  Chapter  242  of  Acts  of  1876  the  City  Coun- 
cil was  directed  to  divide  Ward  22  into  two 
parts,  to  be  known  as  Wards  22  and  25,  the  said 
new  ward  to  elect  annually  three  members  be- 
tween them,  each  ward  electing  one  member 
one  year  and  two  members  alternate  years. 

At  this  time  (1876)  the  total  registered  vote  was 


48,662,  or  an  average  of  2000  votes  to  a  ward. 
Ward  22  had  1208  voters,  and  Ward  25  had  1232 
voters.  Together  they  had  less  than  Ward  24, 
hut  the  arrangement  was,  perhaps,  as  fair  a  one 
as  could  be  devised. 

During  the  past  twelve  years  the  changes  in 
the  general  population  and  in  the  yoting  popla- 
tion  of  the  wards  has  produced  very  consider- 
able inequalities.  Of  course  this  was  always  to 
be  expected,  and  the  usual  and  the  proper  rem- 
edy was  a  re-division  of  the  wards  in  every 
tenth  year. 

The  Act  of  1887  nominally  undertakes  to  cor- 
rect the  acknowledged  defects  in  the  present 
apportionment  of  the  members  of  the  Common 
Council  among  the  various  wards.  To  see  if 
this  result  he  attained,  your  committee  would 
urge  a  careful  examination  of  the  following 
tables : 
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It  will  be  seen  that  the  following  wards  aro 
each  reduced  one  member: 

Ward  3,  with  a  registered  vo'e  of  2,295  voters. 
"     4,     "  "  "     2.139 

"     0,     "  "  "      1,734 

„     7|     „  ..  ..     1475 

•'     8,     "  "  "     2,188        " 

"     9,     "  "  "     1.744 

These  six  members  are  apportioned  to 
Ward  11,  with  a  registered  vote  of  3.014  voters. 
"     14,     "  •'  "     3.124 

'•     20,      "  "  "     3,297 

"     24,     "  "  "     3,894       " 

And  one  member  each  added  to 
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Ward  22,  with  a  registered  vote  of  2,208  voter! . 
•'     25,     '•  "  "     1,981 

The  original  request  of  the  city  was  simply  to 
add  two  members  to  the  total  number  of  the 
Common  Council,  making  them  74  instead  of  72. 
This  plan  was  simple  and  unobjectionable. 
There  is  no  special  virtue  in  the  number  72. 

The  alterations  contemplated  by  the  act  only 
increase  the  inequalities. 

Ward  10,  with  1,347  registered  voters,  has  3  members. 

3,  '       2.295  "  "         "    2 

4,  "     2,139  "  "         "    2 

5,  "     2,187  "  "         "    2 

8,     "     2.188  "  "         "    2         " 

••     22,     "     2.208  •'  '•         "    3        " 

So  again  in  regard  to  the  wards  whose  repre- 
sentation is  increased. 
vVard  24,  with  3.894  registered  voters,  has  4  members. 
"     20,     "     3,297  "  "         "    4 

"     14,     "     3,124  ■«  "         "    4 

"     11,     "     3,014  "  "         "    4 

But  "     23,     "     3.285  "  "         "    3         " 

"     21.     ■'     3.096  '*  "         "    3 

"      13,     "     2,769  '*  "         "    3 

And  the  unfairness  of  this  division  is  evident. 

Your  committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  this  act 
ought  not  to  be  accepted  by  the  city,  because  it 
is  a  departure  from  a  principle  of  city  govern- 
ment which  has  been  recognized  and  acted  on 
ever  since  the  organization  of  cities  in  this 
State,  viz.,  that  all  city  wards  should  be  equal 
in  population,  as  nearly  as  possible,  and  that 
they  should  be  represented  by  the  same  number 
of  councilmen.  This  system  requires  that  fluc- 
tuations in  population,  by  which  the  equality  of 
the  wards  is  continually  being  disturbed,  shall 
be  met  by  a  redistribution  of  wards  from  time  to 
time. 

We  believe  that  long  experience  has  shown 
the  wisdom  of  this  principle  of  governing  cities, 
and  that  a  city  divided  into  equal  wards,  having 
equal  representation  in  the  popular  branch  of 
the  government,  has  a  better  chance  of  being 
well  governed  than  if  some  of  its  wards  had  a 
large  number  and  others  a  small  number  of 
councilmen,  as  will  be  the  case  with  the  city  of 
Boston  if  the  law  under  consideration  be  ac- 
cepted. 

It  is  well  known  to  every  member  of  the 
Council  that  local  questions,  like  choosing  a  site 
for  a  public  building,  a  schoolhouse  or  an  engine 
house,  or  any  others  involving  expenditure  of 
the  city's  money  in  one  or  another  locality,  are 
those  over  which  the  bitterest  controversies  oc- 
cur, and  that  on  these  questions  the  councilmen 
from  the  ward  which  is,  or  hopes  to  be,  partic- 
ularly benefited  by  the  expenditure,  are  usually 
a  unit  in  advocating  the  measure  without  regard 
to  the  general  interest  of  the  city.  Under  our 
present  system,  where  all  wards  are  equal  in 
representation,  no  particular  section  of  the  city 
has  an  exceptional  opportunity  to  push  its  local 
interests  against  the  general  interests  or  those 
of  any  other  section,  and  the  practical  working 
is  fairly  good:  but  if  we  change  all  this, 
and  begin  on  the  new  principle  of  maintain- 
ing the  wards  always  with  their  present 
boundaries,  and  adding  to  or  deducting  from 
their  representation  in  the  Council,  as  their  pop- 
ulation increases  or  diminishes,  we  soon  shall 
have  wards  with  six  or  eight  councilmen,  and, 
perhaps,  others  with  not  more  than  one.  Any 
one  familiar  with  the  Common  Council  as  a 
working  legislative  body  must  at  once  see  what 
a  change  this  would  produce.  The  wards  with 
half-a-dozen  councilmen  would  have  a  prepon- 
derating influence  over  those  with  one  or  two. 
It  would  be  like  the  relative  position  of  New 
York  and  Rhode  Island  in  the  National  House 
of  Representatives.  Large  wards  would  get 
pretty  much  all  they  wanted,  locally,  in  the  way 
of  city  expenditure,  while  small  wards  would 
be  neglected,  and  city  business  would  not  be  so 
well  done  as  it  is  now. 

While  we  recognize,  therefore,  that  changes 
of  population  which  have  occurred  since  the 
last  redisricting  of  the  city  into  wards  call  in 
some  cases  for  a  change  of  ward  lines,  we  do  not 
think  that  the  proposed  redistribution  of  coun- 
cilmen is  the  proper  way  to  provide  for  these 
changes;  on  the  contrary,  we  believe  that  it 
would  result  in  producing  a  much  greater  un- 
fairness than  now  exists,  as  we  have  pointed  out. 

The  history  of  this  piece  of  legislation  should 
be  borne  in  mind . 

Early  this  year  an  order  was  introduced  in 
the  Common  Council  by  a  member  from  Ward 
22,— one  of  the  only  two  wards  which  unfortu- 
nately are  not  equally  represented,— to  the  effect 


that  we  should  petition  the  Legislature  for  two 
additional  councilmen  there,  It  was  conceded 
by  the  Council  that  this  ward,  by  its  increase  of 
population,  was  entitled  to  this  change  in  the 
right  direction,  and  the  order  was  passed.  We 
say  a  change  in  .  the  right  direction,  because  it 
was  only  a  geographical  necessity  that  left 
Wards  22  and  25  with  smaller  representation 
than  all  the  others ;  and  as  they  were  both  in 
outlying  parts  of  the  city  it  was  expected  that 
they  would  soon  grow  to  a  full  representation. 
They  could  not  he  united,  because  Brookline 
separates  them,  and  the  only  thing  to  do  was  to 
divide  three  councilmen  between  them. 

Had  the  Legislature  seen  fit  to  grant  our  peti- 
tion, another  ward  would  have  been  properly 
and  fairly  represented,  and  the  Council  would 
have  consisted  of  74  members,— small  and  quite 
immaterial  increase  in  view  of  the  better  rep- 
resentation thereby  secured.  Paying  no  atten- 
tion to  what  we  asked  for,  the  Legislature 
passed  this  act  which  we  did  not  ask  for,  and 
which  entirely  subverts  the  constitution  of  the 
Council  and  the  ward  system  under  which  the 
city  has  been  governed  ever  since  this  organi- 
zation. Had  the  order  introduced  by  the  mem- 
ber from  Ward  22  set  forth  any  such  radical 
changes,  it,  in  our  opinion,  would  never  have 
passed,  and.  for  this  and  the  foregoing  reasons 
we  respectfully  submit  that  Chapter  210  of  the 
Acts  of  1887  ought  not  to  be  accepted,  and  that 
the  order  ought  not  to  pass. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  P.  Carroll, 
Wm.  H.  Whitmore, 
Wm.  B.  P.  Whall, 
Frank  Morison, 
Wm.  H.  Murphy, 
A  majority  of  the  Committee. 

MINORITY  REPORT. 

The  undersigned  dissent  from  the  report  of  the 
majority  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  to 
which  committee  was  referred,  by  the  City 
Council,  the  order  accepting  Chapter  210  of  the 
Acts  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  for 
18S7,  providing  for  a  new  apportionment  of  Com- 
mon Councilmen  of  the  city  of  Boston.  They 
respectfully  report  that  the  said  order  ought  to 
pass,  and  submit  herewith  their  reasons  there- 
for: 

The  basis  of  representation  from  which  to  de- 
termine the  apportionment  of  Common  Council- 
men  in  this  city  should  conform  to  the  basis 
established  in  this  Commonwealth  bv  Articles 
21  and  22  of  the  Amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  provide  that  a  census  of  the  legal 
voters  in  the  towns  and  several  wards  of  the 
cities  of  the  Commonwealth  shall  be  taken 
every  10  years,  and  that  this  enumeration,  in  its 
details  therein  given,  shall  determine  the  ap- 
portionment of  representatives  and  senators  for 
the  periods  between  the  taking  of  the  census. 

The  last  State  census  was  that  of  1885,  and 
showed  the  number  of  male  voters  in  the  sev- 
eral wards  of  the  city  to  be  as  follows : 

Ward    1 3,487  Ward  14 4,815 


2 3,345 

3 3,011 

4 3.131 

5 3,274 

6 3,024 

7 3,038 

8 3,069 

9 2.854 

10 3,306 

11 4,477 

12 3,527 

13 4,056 


15 3,354 

16 3,946 

17 3,634 

18... 3,603 

19 4,267 

20 4,886 

21 3,646 

22 3,254 

23 3,865 

24 4,885 

25 2,082 


The  act  of  the  Legislature  in  question  was,  in 
all  probability,  framed  in  accordance  with  the 
figures  above  given,  as  will  be  readily  seen  by 
examination.  It  was  not  considered  wise  or  ex- 
pedient to  increase  the  number  of  the  Common 
Council,  in  order  to  give  Wards  22  and  25  the  in- 
creased representation  asked  for  in  the  petition 
to  the  Legislature.  Instead  of  only  giving  two 
additional  coui,cilmen  to  these  two  wards,  the 
Legislature  deemed  a  new  apportionment  ad- 
visable, aud  enacted,  if,  as  we  believe,  the  above 
figures  were  the  basis  of  their  action,  that  the 
six  wards  having  the  smallest  number  of  male 
voters,  as  shown  in  the  census  of  1885,  should  be 
represented  by  two  members,  instead  of  three, 
as  at  present.  These  six  wards  are  as  follows : 
Ward  9  with  2854  voters:  Ward  3  with 
3011  voters;  Ward  6  with  3024  voters;  Ward 
7  with  3038  voters;  Ward  8  with  3069  voters, 
and    Ward    4    with  3131    voters.    To  the  fol- 
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lowing  four  wards,  having  the  largest 
number  of  such  voters,  and  in  which  the 
number  was  constantly  increasing,  four  mem- 
bers are  given  by  the  act  of  the  Legislature,  in- 
stead of  three,  as  at  present :  Ward  20  with  4886 
voters ;  Ward  24  with  4885  voters ;  Ward  14  with 
4S15  voters,  and  Ward  11  with  4477  voters.  In 
order  that  Ward  22,  having,  by  the  census  of 
1885,  3254  voters,  might  have  a  proper  represen- 
tation, three  members  are  given  to  this  ward, 
and  to  Ward  25,  with  2082  voters,  two  members 
are  given.  It  will  be  admitted  that  both  of 
these  wards  are  rapidly  growing,  and  are  en- 
titled to  an  increased  representation.  The  re- 
maining 13  wards  are  not  affected  by  the  pro- 
posed change ;  each  retains  its  three  members 
in  the  Common  Council. 

Should  any  other  basis  of  representation  than 
the  one  above  set  forth  be  adopted— such  as  the 
number  of  assessed  polls,  or  the  number  of  reg- 
istered voters  in  the  several  wards  of  the  city— 
many  difficulties  would  arise  in  making  the  ap- 
portionment and  great  inequalities  would  exist ; 
and  either  of  these  two  systems  would  be  op- 
posed to  that  followed  by  the  State,  and  pre- 
sumably established  for  the  several  cities  of  the 
Commonwealth  in  making  the  apportionment 
of  Common  Councilmen.  Should  the  claim  be 
made  that  the  members  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil in  this  city  should  be  equally  distributed 
among  the  several  wards,  independent  of  the 
number  of  the  legal  voters  in  said  wards,  it 
might  with  equal  propriety  be  maintained  that 
in  the  legislative  branch  of  Congress  the 
States  of  Delaware  and  Rhode  Island  should  be 
entitled  to  the  same  number  of  representatives 
as  the  States  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania. 

We  believe  the  apportionment,  as  established 
by  the  act  of  the  Legislature  under  considera- 
tion, to  be  fair  and  just,  and  that  the  represent- 
ation thereby  established  Ishould  continue  in 
force  until  the  next  census  enumeration,  to  be 
taken  in  1895,  shows  that  further  changes  should 
be  made. 

Charles  H.  Allen. 
George  P.  Sanger,  Jr. 

On  motion  of  Mr.Whitmore,  the  reading  of  the 
reports,  except  the  recommendations  of  the  ma- 
jority and  minority,  was  dispensed  with. 

The  question  was  on  accepting  the  majority 
report. 

Mr.  F.  Morison— Mr.  President,  and  members 
of  the  Common  Council:  I  hope  now  that  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  has  beea 
read,  that  members  will  no  longer  indulge  in  the 
kind  of  remarks  I  heard  so  freely  ex- 
pressed here  last  Thursday  night,  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  intended  to  smother  this 
report,  and  did  not  intend  to  report  it  in  time 
for  the  city  election.  I  was  one  of  those  who 
stood  witli  the  majority  last  Thursday  night.  I 
did  so  in  good  faith.  Ihe  report  would  not  have 
been  presented  last  Thursday  night  in  the  shape 
it  is  in  now.  Those  who  have  read  it  will  see 
that  there  are  a  numbar  of  tables  which  re- 
quired a  good  deal  of  time  and  preparation.  The 
tables  of  the  registered  voters  of  1887  were  only 
obtained  very  recently  and  by  a  great  effort, 
from  the  Board  of  Registration,  and  the  com- 
mittee or  a  majority  of  them,  would  not  sign  the 
majority  report,  believing  these  tables  necessary 
to  a  proper  consideration  of  the  question.  I  can 
state  that  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  re- 
port before,  in  the  full  and  complete  shape  in 
which  the  report  has  now  been  made.  Coming 
now  to  the  report  itself,  I  suppose  the  first  thing 
the  members  of  the  Board,  will  notice  here  is 
that  I  am  the  only  Republican  member  of  that 
committee  who  has  signed  the  majority  report. 
I  suppose  that  many  of  my  political  friends  in 
this  body  have  a  very  simple  and  easy  explana- 
tion ready  as  to  why  I  am  thus  in  this  unusual 
company.  They  say  this,  that  Ward  9,  in  this 
re- distribution  proposed  by  this  act,  loses 
a  councilman.  Therefore,  I  must  fight 
for  it.  In  answer  to  that,  I  would  call  the 
attention  of  the  Council  also  to  the  fact 
that  the  only  other  Republican  councilman  on 
that  committee,  my  friend  on  the  right  from 
Ward  11,  who  signed  the  minority  report,  is 
from  a  ward  which  gets  the  councilman  which 
my  ward  loses,  and  so  between  us  there  is  a 
stand-off  so  far  as  local  interests  are  concerned. 
But  I  do  not  accuse  him,  gentlemen,  of  signing 
that  minority  report  entirely  for  that  reason, and 
I  ask  that  the  Council  will  not  accuse  me  of 
being  so  petty  as  to  have  my  idea  of  the  city  of 
Boston's  interests  entirely  blinded  because  my 


ward  by  this  redistribution  will  lose  a  member. 
Had  that  been  the  only  question  involved  in 
this  report  or  in  this  order,  while  I  might  have 
considered  that  the  redistribution  was  entirely 
unjust,  I  should  have  entered  the  protest  of  my 
vote  against  this  measure,  but  I  should  not  have 
given  a  great  deal  of  time  and  attention  to  the 
subject  in  comparing  this  report,  and  I  should 
not  be  before  you  tonight  occupying  your  time. 
It  is  because,  and  I  ask  the  gentlemen  to  believe 
it  is  because,  the  interests  of  the  city  of  Boston 
are  not  going  to  be  served  by  this  law  that  I  am 
opposed  to  it.  The  ground  on  which  I  base  my 
opposition  to  this  law  is  a  broad  one.  It  is  not 
based  upon  any  political  or  ward  jealousies.  I 
consider  that  the  law  is  a  mistake,  and  that  the 
acceptance  of  it  in  this  Council  would  be  a  mis- 
take, because  it  departs  from  the  fundamental 
principle  under  which  the  city  of  Boston,  has 
been  governed  ever  since  its  organization, 
and  all  the  cities,  so  far  as  I  know, 
in  this  Commonwealth,  and  all  other  cities. 
That  principle  is  that  all  wards  should  be 
equal  in  population,  as  nearly  as  possible, 
and  should  have  an  equal  representation 
in  the  popular  branch  of  this  govern- 
ment. I  see  no  object  in  dividing  a  city 
into  wards,  except  for  this  reason.  We  all  know, 
asset  forth  in  this  report— every  member  of  the 
Council  knows— that  every  ward  is  looking.flrst, 
after  the  local  interests  of  that  ward.  Our  con- 
stituents are  always  pressing  upon  us  to  look 
after  their  local  interests— some  simple  thing  in 
regard  to  which  it  doesn't  make  any  particular 
difference  to  the  city  of  Boston  whether  it  goes 
one  way  or  the  other ;  some  locality  for  an  en- 
gine, over  which  we  sometimes  have  had  ter- 
rible battles  in  this  Council  since  I  have  been 
here.  Some  right  over  a  schoolhouse,  whether 
it  shall  be  situated  en  street  A  or  street  B,  calls 
for  all  the  eloquence  which  members  on  this 
floor  are  capable,  and  all  the  acrimony  which 
can  be  raised  in  this  body,  and  it  isn't  of  the 
slightest  importance  to  the  city  of  Boston 
whether  it  goes  on  to  street  A  or  street  B.  But  it 
is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  members 
from  that  ward,  and  the  representation  from 
that  ward  is  always  united  upon  such  questions 
as  that.  Now,  gentlemen,  what  is  the  effect  of 
the  present  law  that  has  been  devised  for  the 
proper  government  of  the  city  on  these 
questions?  You  might  say  that  from  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  obliterating 
generalities,  all  wards  are  born  free  and 
equal.  Every  gentleman  getting  up  on  this 
floor  from  a  ward,  advocating  some  par- 
ticular thing  he  wants  passed,  and  his 
constituents  in  that  ward  want  passed,  feels 
that  he  stands  here  equal  to  any  other  member 
on  this  floor,  no  matter  whether  he  comes  from 
a  small  ward  like  mine,  or  a  large  ward  like 
Ward  11.  We  are  all  equal  on  this  floor, 
and  that  is  the  way  it  ought  to  be.  Now,  with 
the  proposed  change  by  the  Legislature,  by  an 
entirely  new  departure  which  nobody  knows  the 
working  of,  what  would  be  the  position  of  the 
gentleman  if  you  once  depart  from  this  prin- 
ciple, that  when  wards  get  overgrown,  as  some 
wards  in  the  city  do,  they  shall  not  get  more 
representatives,  —  that,  on  the  contrary,  they 
should  have  a  piece  cut  oft'  from  them  and  given 
to  some  other  ward.  If  we  depart  from  that 
principle,  where  shall  we  be  on  this  question? 
If  a  ward  is  entitled  to  four  members,  as  soon  as 
it  gets  more  population  and  more  voters  it  will 
be  entitled  to  five,  and  may  then  be  entitled  to 
six.  When  we  start  on  a  principle  we  must 
carry  it  out,  and  we  shall  have  Ward  24— there 
is  no  map  of  the  city  of  Boston  in  the  Council 
chamber,  and  I  have  always  thought  that  we 
ought  to  have  one.  for  so  many  questions  are 
dependent  upon  the  locality  that  it  seems  to  me 
to  oe  a  very  good  thing  to  have  the  map  here. 
In  my  office  today  I  have  a  map,  and  I  have 
taken  a  measure  of  Ward  24.  That  ward  alone 
is  large  enough  to  reach  from  the  waterline  of 
the  old  part  of  the  city,  leaving  out  South  Bos- 
ton—from the  waterline  of  Copp's  Hill— out  to 
Egleston  square.  The  territory  limits  of  Ward 
24  would  include  half  a  dozen  wards  of  the  city 
of  Boston  which  are  now  represented  by  three 
representatives.  Now,  why  was  that  ward  made 
so  large?  Anybody  looking  at  the  wards  of  the 
city  of  Boston  on  the  map  will  see  little  Wards 
7,  6,  9  and  10,  which  you  could  cover  almost  with 
your  thumb  nail,  and  this  great  ward  out  here. 
Why  is  this  difference?  The  answer  is  perlectiy 
plain.     One  is  a  thickly  settled  ward    in    tlie 
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middle  of  the  city,  the  other  is  a  sparsely  settled 
ward  in  the  suburbs.  They  each  have  about 
the  same  population.  That  is  the  reason  for 
one  being  large  and  the  other  small,  and  that 
is  the  fair  arrangement  upon  which  these  wards 
were  laid  out.  Now,  what  is  going  to  be  the 
fact,  if  we  start  01?  the  principle  of  keeping  and 
maintaining  these  boundaries  for  all  time,  and 
say  that  a  thing  that  was  originally  arranged 
entirely  to  make  the  wards  equal  in  representa- 
tion in  this  body  shall  stand,  regardless  of  any 
changing  necessities'?  Suppose  we  allow  the 
small  wards  and  big  wards  to  occupy  the  same 
lines,  when  the  population  is  drifting  from  one 
to  the  other,  that  will  increase  the  representa- 
tion of  the  big  wards.  Ward  24  is  a  residential 
ward  as  against  Ward  10,  which  is  a  ward  with 
very  few  residences.  Let  things  go  on  a  while, 
and  Ward  24  would  have  10  members  of  the 
Council  and  Ward  10  would  have  to  be  reduced 
to  about  one,  on  that  principle.  I  should  like  to 
know  what  kind  of  a  body  this  would  be  for 
passing  measures,  under  those  circumstances. 
A  gentleman  from  Ward  24,  under  those  circum- 
stances, would  come  in  here,  with  nine  other 
men,  ready  to  go  for  anything  they  thought  the 
ward  wanted,  and  the  probability  is  that  they 
would  get  it;  whereas  Wards  10,  6  and  3,  which 
would  have  been  reduced  to  about  one,  which 
will  be  the  case  if  our  population  goes  on  shifting 
to  the  suburbs,  wouldn't  have  much  chance  of 
getting  anything.  Every  gentleman  knows  that 
to  be  the  fact.  .Theoretically  we  work  on  broad 
principles ;  actually  what  we  do  is  given  for  our 
constituents  and  what  they  want.  I  have  now 
set  forth  somewhat  at  length  my  views  as  to  the 
unequal  and  wrong  principle  on  which  this  act  is 
based.  I  think  it  wrong,  no  matter  if  the  dis- 
tribution was  perfectly  fair.  Now  I  propose  to 
show  you,  what  the  report  also  shows,  by  some- 
what different  figures,  that  this  distribution  is 
unfair,  and  that  it  is  a  mistake.  I  suppose  the 
political  question  will  come  into  the  votes  we 
will  cast  on  this  matter  tonight.  1  am  sorry.  I 
wish  I  could  persuade,  and  Ihope  I  can  persuade 
some  gentlemen  of  my  political  faith,  that  it  is 
a  very  simple  matter  for  a  Republican  in  this 
body  to  figure  out  by  a  certain  piece  of  legisla- 
tion they  can  diminish  their  minority  by  a  few 
votes.  I  have  been  figuring  that  over,  and  I 
have  Come  to  the  conclusion  that  probably  this 
act,  if  it  passes,  will  diminish  the  Democratic 
majority  here  by  about  two  votes— it  may  be 
four.  I  don't  wish  to  introduce  that  matter  into 
the  discussion,  because  there  will  be.  enough  for 
us  to  discuss  without  it,  and  I  am  perfectly  wil- 
ling to  show  to  any  gentleman  the  figures  I  have 
made.  My  own  opinion  is  that  the  difference 
will  be  only  two,  and  that,  with  our  minority  in 
this  Board  will  make  no  particular  difference. 
But  even  supposing  it  would  be  four,  even  sup- 
posing the  Republicans  would  have  four  less 
minority  and  the  Democrats  four  ^s  majority 
than  at  present.  Let  us  see  how  that  state  of 
things  would  be  arrived  at.  This  act  proposes 
to  redistribute  the  council m en  in  Boston  so  as 
to  give — well,  take  my  ward,  for  instance.  My 
ward  is  supposed  to  be  more  interested  than  any 
other,  as  it  will  give  to  my  ward  two  council- 
men.  I  have  before  me  the  city  register, 
and  I  am  looking  on  page  222.  I  take  the  year 
1886  because  that  was  the  year  when  this  f£t 
was  passed.  Those  were  the  only  tables  which 
the  Legislature  could  have  had  before  them. 
This  was  the  result  they  brought  out.  The  reg- 
istered vote  in  Ward  9,  by  these  tables,  is  1724, 
and  we  are  given  two  councilmen.  The  regis- 
tered vote  of  Ward  10  is  1423.  and  they  have  three 
councilmen.  Three  hundred  votes,  then,  in 
Ward  10,  are  worth  a  councilman,  and  how 
many  votes  does  it  take  to  get  a  councilman  in 
Ward  9?  I  take  the  Republican  wards  here  for 
an  illustration  to  start  with.  Ward  11,  with  2782 
registered  votes,  has  four  councilman.  Ward  14, 
with  2934  registered  votes,  has  four  councilman ; 
but  Ward  21,  .mother  Republican  ward,  with 
2948  registered  votes,  more  than  either  of  the 
others,  is  left  with  three  councilmen.  Ward  23, 
with  3042  votes,  more  than  either  of  the  others, 
is  left  with  three  councilmen,  and  Ward  23  has 
actually  more  votes  than  Ward  11  or  Ward  14, 
while  those  two  wards  are  given  four  council- 
men,  and  Ward  23  is  left  with  three.  That  is 
the  condition  of  the  Republican  wards  of  the 
city.  I  believe  in  being  fair  in  these  things. 
Ward  9  has  1724  votes.  Ward  4,  2zCl,  500  more 
votes  than  there  are  in  Ward  9,  and  Ward  9  has 
only  two  councilmen  for  those  1724  votes.    I  do 


not  think  the  proposed  distribution  is  a  fair  one. 
It  will  be  noticed  in  the  minority  report  that 
my  friend  from  Ward  11  and  the  alderman  who 
signs  it  assume  that  the  Legislature  took  legal 
voters  in  the  wards  as  a  basis  of  representation, 
according  to  the  census  of  1885.  They  say,  and  I 
presume  they  are  right,  that  on  that  showing 
this  redistribution  can  be  justified.  Now,  gen- 
tlemen, "legal  voters"  is  an  entirely  unknown 
quantity.  I  took  pains  this  afternoon  to  go  up 
to  the  office  of  the  Board  of  Registrarsof  Voters, 
to  find  out  something  about  this  matter.  I  went 
into  the  office,  and  I  said ;  "Gentlemen,  I  would 
like  to  know  a  few  things  about  matters  here, 
and  I  would  like  to  ask  you  what  are  legal 
voters  and  what  are  registered  voters  of  the  city 
of  Boston?"  "Well,"  said  they,  "here  is  the 
table  of  registered  voters."  Said  I,  "Now  I  want 
to  find  out  about  the  legal  voters."  They  said, 
"We  don't  know  anything  about  legal  voters. 
except  registered  voters."  Said  1,  "There  is 
such  a  thing  as  legal  voters,  gentlemen  who  can 
vote  in  Boston  and  do  not."  The  answer  was, 
"I  don't  know  how  many  there  are.  Various 
estimates  have  been  made,  but  nothing  is 
known  about  it,  We  only  know  the  registered 
votersin  the  city  of  Boston."  Said  I,  "Gentle- 
men, the  census  undertakes  to  set  out  the  legal 
voters  in  the  city  of  Boston  ina  special  column." 
"Yes,"  I  was  told,  "they  do.  Wright  gets  up  the 
cehsus,  and  he  puts  down  the  legal  voters,  but 
it  is  never  used  for  any  purposes  of  registra- 
tion." Said  I,  "How  do  you  get  at  these  legal 
voters?"  I  was  told  that  the  census  takers  go 
around  to  a  house  and  ring  the  bell,  a  servant 
comes  to  the  door,  and  they  ask,  "How  many 
live  in  this  house?"  Of  course  they  are  told 
how  many  there  are.  The  lady  of  the  house 
will  say,  "There  is  my  husband,  there 
is  Tom,  Bill,"  and  this,  that  and  the  other, 
and  in  that  way  they  stick  them  all  down 
They  ask  how  old  they  are,  and  they  are  told, 
that  one  is  21,  the  husband  is  40,  and  so  on,  and 
those  are  put  down  as  legal  voters;  and  that  is 
the  way  the  legal  voters  are  arrived  at  in  the 
city  of  Boston  in  the  State  census,  and  that  is 
the  hypothetical  kind  of  evidence  upon  which 
this  new  redistribution  of  the  city  is  based.  I 
say,gentlemen,that  nobody  would  base  anything 
on  such  a  census  as  that.  That  column  ought 
to  be  taken  out  of  the  census ;  it  doesn't  belong 
there.  I  also  asked  the  gentlemen  what  the 
probable  vote  of  the  city  of  Boston  is,  and  he 
said  he  could  not  get  at  it;  that,  supposing  the 
registered  voters  in  a  ward  were  2000,  they  would 
add  a  certain  percentage  and  call  the  legal 
voters,  say,  3000.  The  legal  votes,  it  would  seem, 
ought  not  to  be  materially  different  from  the 
registered  votes,  but  it  would  seem  that  there 
was  quite  a  difference,  as  gathered  in  the  State 
census.  This  State  census  is  two  years  old  now, 
and  that  is  another  thing.  Gentlemen,  I  do  not 
think  this  distribution  can  be  defended  either 
on  principle  or  upon  the  way  in  which  it  has 
been  done,  and  I  for  one,  as  a  Republican  mem- 
ber of  this  Council,  do  not  consider  that  I  am 
justified  in  adding  to  our  small  minority  here 
by  voting  for  a  measure  which,  I  think,  will  be 
bad  for  the  city  government,  simply  because 
•  it  cannot  be  justified  upon  any  legislative 
ground. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  majority  report. 

Mr.  Sanger— I  move  that  the  minority  re-, 
port  be  substituted  for  that  of  the  majority. 

The  President— The  question  is  upon  substi- 
tution. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  cause  of  the  majority 
report  has  been  fully  stated  and  the  points  have 
been  very  carefully  recapitulated  by  Mr.  Mori- 
son  of  Ward  9,  a  member  of  the  committee,  and 
I  shall  not  not  at  this  time  attempt  to  go  into 
many  of  the  detals  of  the  report,  I  take  it  for 
granted  that  the  members  have  all  glanced  over 
the  report,  and  I  claim  that  the  facts  are  so 
simple  and  self-evident  that  they  cannot  go 
very  much  astray  in  making  up  their  minds. 
We  have  here  a  majority  report,  and  notwith- 
standing what  has  been  said  about  the  tactics  of 
the  majority  I  still  say  that  we  have  brought 
forward  a  report  as  quickly  as  any  committee 
could  or  would  have  done  under  the  circum- 
stances, and  we  are  not  ashamed  to  come  here 
tonight  and  say  that  we  have  worked  energeti- 
cally as  we  could  do  to  bring  together  facts  which 
could  not  be  obtained  until  within  the  last  few 
days.  But,  however  late,  all  these  facts  have 
been  obtained.    We  have  come  here  with  a  re- 
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port,  and  what  aowe  find  opposed  to  it?  Two 
pages  of  a  minority  report.  I  took  it  up  for  the 
first  time  today,  and  looked  it  over.  It  remind- 
ed me  very  strongly  of  the  story  which  most  of 
you  must  remember  in  regard  to  the  late  la- 
mented Abraham  Lincoln.  One  of  the  first 
cases  he  ever  tried  was  in  regard  to  sheep- 
stealing,  and  he  was  for  the  defence.  The  wit- 
nesses came  forward  and  swore  that  the  defen- 
dant stole  the  sheep;  they  were  neighbors,  it 
was  a  bright  moonlight  night,  and  they  saw  him 
and  knew  him.  Mr.  Lincoln  got  up  and  pro- 
duced an  almanac  showing  that  it  was  not  a 
moonlight  night,  and  when  he  got  home  he  said 
he  discovered,  and  he  used  to  tell  the  story 
with  tears  m  his  eyes,  that  it  was  a  last  year's 
almanac  which  got  that  man  clear.  [Laughter.] 
This  minority  report  is  iust  like  that  last  year's 
almanac.  They  have  taken  last  year's  basis  of 
legal  voters  to  show  that  this  is  a  fair  division. 
On  page  nine  is  a  large  list  of  what  they  call  the 
real  legal  voters.  Those  figures  are  their  justi- 
fication. If  they  had  added  it  up  in  the  census 
they  would  have  seen  that  there  were  some 
89,939  legal  voters  in  the  city  of  Boston  in 
1885.  Why,  Mr.  President,  there  were  no 
more  90,000  legal  voters  that  year  than  there 
were  1,000,000.  The  thing  is  utterly  absurd. 
The  men  that  went  ai  ound  in  the  wards  and 
had  the  legal  voters  registered  made  out  57.C53, 
but  the  crank  who  gets  up  the  census  returns 
put  them  down  at  over  90.000.  Now,  sir,  two 
years  ago  I  was  clerk  of  the  committee  that 
went  into  this  question  of  dividing  the  wards. 
I  had  as  assistant  clerk,  Mr.  Goodrich,  who  is 
known  to  be  an  able  and  accurate  compiler  of 
statistics.  We  had  no  end  of  trouble  with  the 
census  people  in  regard  to  the  absurdity  ot  these 
census  reports.  They  had  not  only  men  engaged 
in  their  work,  hut  women.  They  went,  as  my 
friend  said,  to  a  house  and  asked  how  many 
people  there  were,  and  how  many  were  legal 
voters,  and  they  put  those  returns  down  and 
did  not  add  them  up  correctly.  There  was  the 
same  trouble  two  years  ago.  Yon  can  see  by 
the  discussion  two  years  ago  that  our  capable 
and  able  Board  of  Assessors  were  at  swords' 
points  with  the  census  takers  and  the  ridiculous 
tables  they  gave  out.  That,  sir,  is  not  very 
ancient  history,  and  it  is  upon  that  last  year's 
almanac  that  the  whole  minority  report  stands. 
I  assume  to  say,  from  the  little  there  is  to  »tand 
upon,  you  will  see  how  hard  they  have  worked, 
and  it  is  upon  this  slight  material  that  my 
friend  from  Ward  11  has  put  in  a  minor- 
ity report  against  the  solid,  substantial  figures 
put  in  by  the  majority.  Now,  Mr.  President,  Mr, 
Morison  has  set  forth  that  the  principle  was 
wrong,  and  the  reapportionment  was  wrong, 
and  he  did  it  so  ahly  that  I  shall  not  follow  it 
out  any  further.  It  is  a  fact  that  a  big  ward 
electing  10  men  is  a  bad  feature  in  a  Council  to 
be  composed  of  only  72  men.  Why,  one  vote 
alone,  given  on  a  single  ticket,  might  elect  those 
men,  and  they  woulcf  come  up  here  as  a  solid 
body  representing  a  majority  of  one  in  a  big 
ward,  if  they  were  divided  out  into  five  wards, 
it  would  take  so  many  majorities  to  elect  them. 
Just  as  the  gentleman  said,  the  principle  is 
wrong.  More  than  that,  I  will  say  it  is  perfectly 
feasible,  even  under  the  existing  laws,  to  devise 
a  method  by  which  the  wards  can  even  now  be 
so  subdivided  as  to  give  equal  representation  to 
the  different  portions  of  the  city,  and  yet  not 
risk  putting  in  a  large  proportion  of  :hem  into 
one  big  ward.  I  say.  from  a  large  consideration 
of  the  subject,  that  I  am  ready  to  produce  evi- 
<  dence  to  show  that  that  can  be  done  under  the 
existing  law,  and  without  calling  for  any  change 
in  the  constitution.  On  the  contrary,  if  the 
principle  is  right  that  you  should  change  the 
proportion  of  representation  if  the  ward  gets 
bigger,  I  want  you  to  understand  that  these  fig- 
ures cannot  lie,  and  that  they  are  official  fig- 
ures, and  they  show  that  this  division  is  unfair, 
unequal,  and  unjust.  You  will  see  that  the  hig 
wards  to  which  the  increase  is  given  are  not  by 
any  means  the  sole  representatives  of  the  big 
wards.  There  are  Wards  20  and  13,  which  do 
not  have  any  increase,  and  therefore  their  pop- 
ulation is  sacrificed  at  the  hands  of  those  who 
have  got  the  increase.  On  the  other  hand, 
Ward  22,  a  very  growing  and  ambitious  young 
ward,  will  get  by  this  reapportionment  three 
representatives,  and  Ward  25,  with  all  her  regis- 
tered voters,  is  cut  down  to  two.  Now  I  say  that 
Ward  25  lias  suffered  by  this  neglect  and  un- 
fairness.    But    is    that    a    reason     why     we 


should  consent  to  an  act  which  will  make  a 
permanent  injustice  to  four  or  five  other  wards, 
which  it  may  be  said  will  grow  just  as  much  as 
Ward  22  has  grown.  I  am  one  of  those  who  say 
that  Charlestown  and  the  North  End  of  this 
city  have  by  no  means  reached  the  extent  of 
their  growth.  There  has  been  a  great  increase 
in  the  old  wards.  Many  things  are  bringing 
back  a  reasonable  portion  of  the  population. 
When  houses  were  occupied  by  one  family  more 
space  became  necessary.  But  now,  sir,  build- 
ings are  going  up  six,  eight  or  ten  stories  high, 
and  the  same  number  of  square  feet  of  land 
may  next  year  have  a  population  upon  it  that 
would  astonish  our  forefathers.  This  has  a  ten- 
dency to  bring  the  people  back  and  to  build 
lodging  and  compartment  houses  in  the  busi- 
ness part  of  the  city.  So  therefore  all  ideas 
as  to  what  may  happen  in  the  future  are 
visionary.  We  simply  come  down  to  the  tables 
and  see  there  the  facts.  Although  Ward  22  has 
suffered  some  inconvenience,  the  remedy  pro- 
posed is  worse  for  the  other  wards,  and  we  in 
considering  the  whole  question  ought  not  to 
sacrifice  them  in  order  to  benefit  her.  Such  ine- 
qualities exist  everywhere.  Why,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, even  such  an  humble  individual  as  myself 
for  10  whole  years  lived  in  a  district  where  I 
could  not  get  even  a  decent  show  for  being 
elected  senator  on  account  of  the  three  Republi- 
can wards  in  the  district ;  and  yet  I  did  not  think 
it  necessary  to  go  around  and  tear  my  hair.  But 
Ward  12  has  come  around  to  the  position  where 
if  we  do  not  have  a  senator  we  come  within  150 
votes  of  it  every  time.  But,  sir,  I  will  not  be  led 
into  politics  in  this  matter.  I  agree  with  my  col- 
league that  we  should  look  at  it  in  the  light 
of  facts.  There  are  four  or  five  wards  as  much 
entitled  to  vote  upon  any  reasonable  sys- 
tem as  Ward  22  and  this  bill  cuts  them 
off  and  puts  them  in  the  condition^  of  wards 
10  and  13,  which  will  be  in  the  same  minority 
that  Ward  22  has  been.  And  it  is  not  a  final  .mat- 
ter, because  this  motion  will  come  up  and  they 
will  ask  for  a  new  act  and  a  new  adjustment ; 
and  some  time  they  will  get  it.  Therefore  we 
ought  not  to  pass  this,  hoping  that  it  will  be  a 
filial  settlement.  I  hope  the  Council  will  be  of 
the  opinion  that  this  is  not  an  opinion  which 
ought  to  be  accepted.  My  final  argument  is 
this:  If  we  do  not  pass  this  law  now,  the  matter 
is  by  no  means  finally  settled.  Under  its  terms 
it  may  be  taken  up  and  voted  on  next  year.  If 
we  reject  this  bill  we  can  at  once  proceed 
to  petition  the  Legislature  for  what  we  asked 
last  year,  namely,  the  addition  of  two  mem- 
bers to  the  Council  to  do  justice  to  Wards 
22  and  25.  I  believe  this  bill  was  fixed  up  in  the 
committee  of  the  Legislature  without  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  facts,  and  my  reason  is  that  the 
minority  report  says  that  the  committee  went  to 
work  upon  the  basis  of  that  census ;  and  I  say 
that  any  committee  who  went  to  work  upon 
that  basis  went  to  work  wrong.  I  believe  that 
after  another  discussion  of  the  subject  another 
Legislature  and  its  committees  will  not  agree  to 
do  anything  of  the  kind.  Next  year  I  be- 
lieve they  will  consider  it  is  best  to  do 
justice  to  Wards  22  and  25.  But  after 
trying  them  in  January  and  they  refuse, 
the  City  Council  of  1888  can  then  take  up  this 
matter  and  accept  this  act.  But  we  ought  not  to 
assume  that  the  Legislature,  which  no  doubt 
passed  an  unjust  law  unintentionally,  will  in- 
sist upon  it  when  proper  representation  is  made 
them  next  January.  I  believe  they  will  see  the 
injustice.  I  believe  they  felt  a  little  doubt  in 
their  own  minds  whether  they  were  doing  right 
and  proper,  because  they  did  not  pass  it  as  a 
definite  act,  as  they  did  when  they  gerryman- 
dered the  aldermanic  districts;  but  they  sent  it 
down  here  to  be  approved  by  the  City  Council. 
I  believe  they  knew  the  unfairness  of  the  act, 
but  said  they  would  throw  it  into  the  Common 
Council  as  a  firebrand,  to  see  if  they  would  be 
weak  enough  to  adopt  it.  I  hope  the  Co"neil 
will  refuse  to  do  anything  of  the  kind.  I  hope 
they  will  refuse  to  accept  the  act,  and  will  let 
the  whole  thing  stand  over  until  we  can  have  a 
chance  to  try  the  Legislature  next  January. 

Mr.  Sanger— The  sarcastic  reference  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  to  the  report  of  the 
minority  obliges  me  to  say  a  word  in  its  behalf, 
if  not  in  my  own  behalf,  at  least  in  behalf  of  the 
alderman  who  signs  the  report.  The  basis  of 
representation  established  in  this  Common- 
wealth, and  which  is  accepted  by  the  minority 
as  the  basis  upon  which  the  apportionment  of 
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councilnien  in  this  city  should  he  made,  is  the 
basis  established  by  Articles  21  and  22  of  the 
amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Common- 
wealth, which  provide  that  the  census  which 
has  been  sufficiently  referred  to  shall  be  taken 
every  10th  year,  and  that  the  apportionment  of 
senators  and  representatives  shall  be  in  accord- 
ance with  the  census  during  the  period  in  which 
it  is  taken.  Mr.  President,  the  majority,  as  will 
be  seen  by  reference  to  page  3  of  their  report, 
accepted  as  the  basis  of  representation  in  this 
Commonwealth,  that  very  basis  which  the 
minority  accepts  and  which  I  submitted  clearly 
shows  that  the  apportionment  is  fair  and  just 
and  is  one  that  should  be  carried  out.  The  cen- 
sus taken  in  1885  showed  the  number  of  voters  in 
the  city  of  Boston  to  be  89,936.  The  number  of 
assessed  oolls  in  the  city  of  Boston  in  1877— and 
it  is  presumably  only  a  small  increase  over  the 
number  for  the  previous  two  years— is  110,004, 
the  assessed  polls,  as  all  gentlemen  of  this  Coun- 
cil understand,  consist  of  persons  entitled  to 
vote  or  not  entitled  to  vote,  by  reason  of  not  be- 
ing naturalized,  or  for  any  other  disqualifica- 
tion. The  number  of  registered  voters  in  1887  is 
60,363,  29,000  less  than  the  number  of  legal  voters 
established  by  the  last  census,  and  56,000  less 
than  the  number  of  assessed  polls.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent and  gentlemen,  I  submit  to  you,  does  not 
that  clearly  show  that  the  proper  basis  is  the 
number  of  legal  voters  in  the  Commonwealth 
according  to  the  census?  The  case  of  the  mi- 
nority is  a  brief  one.  That  case  we  have  at- 
tempted to  state  in  the  report.  Proceeding  upon 
the  hasis  of  representation  established  in  the 
Commonwealth,  to  wit,  the  number  of  legal 
voters,  we  ascertained  the  number  of  legal  vot- 
ers in  the  different  wards  of  the  city,  which  will 
be  found  on  page  9  of  the  report,  and  which  I 
have  no  doubt  you  have  all  examined.  Then  an 
explanation  of  the  apportionment  follows. 
which  is,  in  brief,  that  in  six  of  the  wards  hav- 
ing the  less  number  of  voters,  one  councilman  is 
taken  away,  and  if  my  friend  from  Ward  9  were 
in  his  seat,  I  should  sympatliize  with  him.  Of 
these,  Ward  9  only  showed  by  the  census  28,546,the 
smallest  number  of  voters  in  any  ward  of  the  city. 
I  think  every  gentleman  in  this  chamber,  except- 
ing possibly  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  who 
may  have  some  personal  grievance  against  Car- 
roll D.  Wright,  will  admit  that  anything  done 
under  that  gentleman's  supervision  will  be  hon- 
es tly  and  fairly  clone ;  and  certainly  any  of  his 
officers  in  making  the  enumeration  in  Ward  9, 
it  being  a  Republican  ward,  would  be  inclined 
to  make  the  enumeration  a  fair  one.  To  four 
■  wards  showing  the  largest  number  of  votes- 
Wards  22,  24,  14,  11— all  of  which  are  rapidly  in- 
creasing and  will  increase  for  the  next  six  or 
eight  years,  one  additional  member  is  given, 
then  provision  is  made  for  increased  representa- 
tion in  Wards  22  and  25,  which  certainly  every- 
h  dy  admits  should  be  given.  The  remaining  13 
wards  are  not  affected  by  the  proposed  change. 
That  is  the  case  of  the  minority  in  a  nutshell. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  22  in  the  third  di- 
vision has  stated  that  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee of  the  Legislature  was  a  unanimous  on°>. 
Does  not  that  show  that  the  Democratic  mem- 
bers of  that  committee— and  there  were  good, 
honest,  loyal  members  of  the  Democratic  party 
on  that  committee— would  not  have  done  any- 
thing in  presenting  such  a  report  had  they  not 
given  the  careful  thought  that  such  an  impor- 
tant bill  was  entitled  to.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
but  that  it  was  properly  done.  In  reply  to  my 
friend  from  Ward  9  in  the  first  division,  who  in- 
sists that  each  ward  in  the  city,  independent  of 
the  number  of  legal  voters,  should  have  the 
same  representation,  I  can  only  quote  from  the 
report  of  the  minority  as  follows : 

"Should  the  claim  be  made  that  the  members 
of  the  Common  Council  in  this  city  should  be 
equally  distributed  among  the  several  wards, 
independent  of  the  number  of  the  legal  voters 
in  said  wards,  it  might  with  equal  propriety  be 
maintained  that  in  the  legislative  branch  of 
Congress  the  States  of  Delaware  and  Rhode 
Island  should  be  entitled  to  the  same  number 
of  representatives  as  the  States  of  New  York 
and  Pennsylvania." 

I  had  supposed,  Mr.  President,  that  this  mat- 
ter was  fully  understood,  it  having  been  before 
the  Council  so  long  a  time.  I  did  not  intend  to 
say  anything  upon  it,  but  I  must  take  issue  with 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  when  he  said, 
as  he  states  tonight,  that  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances considered  this  matter  as  promptly 


and  with  the  same  consideration  that  any 
other  committee  would  have  considered  it 
under  the  circumstances.  That  committee 
happens  to  be  peculiarly  constituted  this  year. 
It  has  been  a  very  pleaasnt  committee;  every- 
thing has  been  harmonious.  But  it  seems  to  me 
that  in  this  matter  there  has  been  an  unwar- 
rantable delay,  and  I  am  very  glad  it  is  before 
the  Council  tonight.  I  wish  to  say  further,  that 
as  regards  the  discussion  which  took  place  on 
this  floor  at  the  last  meeting,  there  were  addi- 
tional reasons  why  further  time  was  asked  other 
than  the  fact  that  the  order  had  not  gone  to  the 
mayor  for  approval.  There  was  a  fight,  and  I 
say  it  in  justice  to  my  own  position  on  the  mat- 
ter, I  then  agreed  to  that  report  solely  because  a 
member  of  the  committee  who  had  been 
interested  in  politics  the  previous  week, 
and  unfortunately  was  not  able  to  give 
a  sufficient  time  to  the  matter,  asked  as  a 
matter  of  courtesy  that  it  be  laid  over  to  another 
week,  which  courtesy  I  was  only  too  glad  to  al- 
low. 

Mr.  Richards— I  rise  at  this  time,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, coming  from  Ward  11,  and  holding  the 
very  anomalous  position  of  voting  against  giv- 
ing an  additional  representative  to  my  own 
ward,  but  I  regard  my  position  here  in  the  Coun- 
cil as  primarily  representing  the  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton and  not  my  own  ward.  The  interests  of  my 
ward  are  secondary  in  my  estimation  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  entire  city.  If  I  think  that  my 
city  is  to  be  subjected  to  injury  by  any  legisla- 
tion it  is  my  duty  to  protest  against  such  injury. 
I  am  sorry  for  the  first  time  since  I  have  been  in 
this  Council  to  disagree  with  my  colleague,  Mr. 
Sanger,  although  I  think  I  can  say  I  am  sup- 
ported by  my  other  colleague,  Mr.  Blume.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  position  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  11  has  taken  is  based  upon 
wrong  premises,  inasmuch  as  he  must  have  for- 
gotten that  the  city  of  Boston  has,  since  its 
foundation,  always  adhered  to  one  principle, 
one  precedent,  and  that  was  the  principle  which 
has  been  so  well  stated  by  the  majority  report — 
that  each  ward  shall  be  entitled  to  equal  repre- 
sentation in  the  city ;  each  ward  shall  have  three 
councilman,  no  more,  no  less.  I  have  looked  in- 
to the  history  of  the  city  of  Boston  from  its  begin- 
ning and  endeavored  to  trace  what  that  posi- 
tion has  been.  I  see  that  from  the  year  1822 
down  to  and  including  1867,  Boston  was  divided 
into  12  wards,  each  one  being  entitled  to  four 
councilmen.  In  the  year  1868  the  wards  were 
increased  to  15,  but  no  ward  has  less  nor  more 
than  four  councilmen.  This  continued  until 
five  new  wards  were  added  from  West  Roxbury, 
Brighton  and  Charlestown,  and  then  12  council- 
men  were  divided  between  them,  two  being 
given  to  each  ward,  and  strange  enough  there 
seems  to  have  been  no  Ward  18-  Again  in  1876 
we  were  divided  into  24  wards,  each  ward  hav- 
ing three  councilmen,  no  more,  no  less.  In  1877 
Brighton  and  West  Roxbury  had  added  to  their 
population  and  demanded  to  be  set  off  into 
separate  wards,  and  they  were  accordingly  set 
oft  and  were  in  the  position  of  new  applicants. 
and  were  treated  as  new  wards  until  such  time 
as  the  whole  city  could  be  divided  into  new  and 
equal  wards  without  disturbing  the  lines  which 
the  old  wards  enjoyed,  and  which  had  been  the 
predominating  sentiment  in  legislation  affect- 
ing our  city.  Now,  taking  the  minority  report. 
I  see  that  they  have  taken  the  argument  that  the 
members  of  the  Common  Council  should  be 
equally  distributed  among  the  several  wards. 
and  reply  that  should  this  claim  be  made 
it  might  with  equal  propriety  be  main- 
tained that  in  the  legislative  branch  of 
Congress  the  States  of  Delaware  and  Rhode 
Island  should  be  entitled  to  the  same 
number  of  representatives  as  the  States  of  New 
York  and  Pennsylvania  I  would  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  who  made  that  proposition  if  there 
is  existing  in  the  laws  of  the  United  States  a 
provision  that  Congress  shall  divide  the  coun- 
try into  equal  States  each  10  years.  That  law 
prevails  in  this  State,  that  all  the  wards  shall 
be  divided  every  10  years  as  nearly  equal  as  pos- 
sible, and  therefore  in  so  doing  they  emphasize 
the  principle  that  each  ward  shall  have  just  so 
many  councilmen,  no  more  and  no  less.  It  can 
be  easily  seen  that  if  this  system  of  legislation 
was  adopted  some  wards  might  get  two  council- 
men,  some  three,  some  four  and  some  more. 
Therefore  I  say  the  State  of  Massachusetts  has 
wisely  put  into  the  constitution  that  each  10 
years  the  city  shall  be   divided  as  nearly  equal 
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as  possible,  which  is  the  same  as  saying  that  the 
councilmen  from  each  ward  shall  be  equal. 
Now  a  great  deal  of  talk. has  been  made,  and 
since  my  attention  has  been  called  to  this  mat- 
ter I  have  heard  a  great  deal  of  talk  to  the  eif  ect 
that  the  number  of  councilmen  distributed  is 
fair,  that,  according  to  the  registered 
voters,  they  are  equally  distributed,  and, 
consequently,  the  councilmen  represent  the 
size  of  the  ward.  Now  I  say  that  is 
false.  I  will  look  at  Ward  5.  That  has  2187 
registered  voters.  Why  should  Ward  5  have 
more  councilmen  than  Ward  3,  which  has  2295, 
or  more  than  Ward  8,  which  has  2188?  Or  why 
should  Ward  11,  which  has  only  3014,  have  more 
than  Ward  23,  which  has  3285.  or  Ward  22,  which 
has  2208,  have  more  than  Ward  3,  which  has 
2295?  Or  why  should  Ward  4,  which  has  2139 
voters,  have  less  than  Ward  10,  which  has  1347? 
Or  than  Ward  12  with  1888?  Or  Ward  16  with 
1995?  Or  Ward  6,  with  1734,  have  less  than  Ward 
10,  with  1347?  Or  Ward  7.  with  4075.  have  less 
than  Ward  10  with  1347 ;  or  Ward  8,  with  218S, 
have  less  than  Ward  5.  with  2187;  or  than  Ward 
10,  with  1347;  or  Ward  12,  with  18S8;  or  Ward  10, 
with  1995?  Or  whv  should  Ward  9,  with  1744, 
have  less  than  Ward  10,  with  1347?  I  have 
taken  these  figures  and  gone  through  the  list  of 
wards  irrespective  of  party.  I  care  not  whether 
it  is  a  Democratic  or  Republican  measure.  I 
am  assured  by  those  who  have  taken  the  politi- 
cal aspect  into  consideration  and  have  figured  it 
out  that  the  party  representation  in  the  Com- 
mon Council  may  gain  six  Democrats  or  six  Re- 
Sublicans ;  so  as  a  matter  of  fact  it  makes  little 
ift'erence  politically  which  alternative  we  take. 
But  it  makes  a  vast  difference  to  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton if  we  run  counter  to  the  principle  laid  down 
for  generations  and  so  divide  the  wards  as  to 
make  a  precedent  for  the  future,  so  that  when 
one  party  or  another  comes  into  power  they  can 
use  this  legislation  of  today  as  a  precedent  for 
the  future,  and  thus  bring  about  wrong  to  Boston. 
Mr.  R.  Sullivan— In  opening  this  question 
some  months  ago,  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12, 
now  on  the  opposite  side,  did  credit  to  himself 
and  to  the  party  which  is  now  in  favor  of  this 
measure,  and  then  acting  in  accordance  with 
just  ideas,  and  not  as  he  is  doing  tonight,  acting 
in  accordance  with  unjust  ideas,  and  bringing 
figures  into  this  Council  which,  I  say  from 
knowledge,  and  because  of  the  character  of  Car- 
roll D.  Wright,  are  not  the  correst  basis  of  rep- 
resentation. If  the  gentleman  would  pay  some 
attention  to  me  while  I  am  speaking  I  would 
like  to  tell  him  a  story  which  I  thought  of  as  I 
read  the  majority  report.  There  is  an  old  clas- 
sical story  about  Scholasticus,  who,  after  the 
play,  wanders  about  the  stage  and  beholds  in 
front  of  him  a  very  beautiful  mask.  He  picks  it 
ud  and  says:  "How  beautiful  is  this!"  and  then 
turning  to  the  other  side,  "lo,  it  has  no  brains." 
It  appeared  to  me  that  the  majority  report  is  that 
way.  It  is  beautiful  in  front  of  it,  but,  to  those 
who  understand  the  principle  of  the  basis 
of  representation  in  this  city  and  State,  it 
shows  how  plausible  it  is,  and  it  is  an  insult 
to  the  clear  intelligence  of  this  Council.  As  I 
say,  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  when  this 
order  was  introduced,  was  arguing  upon  the  side 
on  which  I  am  now  arguing,  and  he  made  the 
following  remarks.  [Mr.  Sullivan  read  Mr. 
Whitmore's  remarks  advocating  the  order  to 
petition  the  Legislature.]  If  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  told  what  was  right  then,  he  has 
on  this  occasion  said  what  is  absolutely  false. 
If  the  gentleman  told  the  truth  tonight  he  told 
a  falsehood  upon  that  occasion.  The  basis  of 
representation  is  something  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  should  understand,  and  all 
the  gentlemen  upon  the  Ordinance  Committes 
should  have  known  what  is  the  true  basis  of 
representation.  I  believe  there  is  no  gentleman 
in  this  chamber,  and  I  also  believe  there  is 
scarcely  a  man  who  has  any  intelligence  of  any 
sort,  but  will  acknowledge  whether  he's  Repub- 
lican or  Democrat,  that  the  principle  which 
says  this  is  a  government  for,  by  and  of  the 
people,  and  that  every  citizen,  whether  regis- 
tered or  not,  whether  he  pays  a  polltax  or 
not,  whether  he  has  qualified  himself  according 
to  the  election  laws  or  not,  is  a  basis  of  represen- 
tation in  this  city.  But  a  citizen  who  has  failed 
to  pay  his  poll  tax— if  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  says  he  is  not  a  basis  of  representation,  I  want 
to  say  that  he  does  not  know  the  theory  of 
demoeratic  government.  I  have  had  the  pleasure 
of  looking  into  the  colonial  laws,  and  I  have  no 


doubt  that  when  he  was  making  up  the  ma- 
jority report  he  was  wandering  into  the  abuses 
of  the  colonial  laws.  The  gentleman  knows 
very  well  that  under  the  colonial  law  a  man 
must  have  10  shillings  or  something  of  that  kind 
placed  upon  his  back  to  indicate  that  he  was  a 
qualified  voter.  You  understand  that  then  a 
man  must  have  some  pounds  of  gold  to  deter- 
mine whether  he  could  be  a  man  who  was  a 
basis  of  representation.  Following  down  from 
the  provincial  laws  to  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  we  know  there 
was  a  certain  mark  put  upon  the  voter,  and  that 
was  a  pound.  But  there  came  a  good  time 
when  a  man  was  a  man ;  and  even  then  I  must 
admit  that  they  gave  more  freedom  to  the  free- 
man than  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  does. 
They  said  then  that  a  man  may  be  a  voter,  with 
certain  qualifications,  and  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  then  declared  what  is  a  legal 
voter.  Now  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  take  it  upon  my- 
self to  give  information  to  such  learned  gon tie- 
men  as  have  spoken  on  the  opposite  side,  but  I 
take  it  upon  myself  to  state  that  there  is  a  great 
distinction  between  a  legal  voter  and  a  regis- 
tered voter,  and  that  there  is  such  a  thing  in  this 
country  as  a  legal  voter.  For  instance,  what  is 
a  citizen?  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  man 
who  has  registered  is  a  citizen  and  the  man  who 
has  not  registered  is  not  a  citizen?  You  or  I  may 
not  retain  our  votes,  but  we  would  still  be  citi- 
zens of  this  city,  State  or  country,  and  if  we  are 
citizens  and  go  to  other  countries  we  are  under 
the  United  States  flag  and  are  protected  by  this 
government  as  American  citizens.  Therefore 
the  question  is,  what  is  the  basis'  of  representa- 
tion? That  is  settled  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  under  Article  14.  I-  will  not  read 
the  sections  I  refer  to,  as  they  can  be  read  by 
anybody,  and  are  before  me  at  present.  In  the 
majority  report,  signed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  11,  there  is  scattered  all  through 
that  report,  although  the  gentleman  did 
not  bring  in  a  big  pile  of  sand,  more  knowledge 
than  is  shown  in  the  whole  volume  of  the  ma- 
jority report.  Those  who  signed  the  minority 
report  have  examined  the  facts  Thoroughly,  and 
have  found,  under  Articles  XXI.  and  XXII.  of 
the  amendments  to  the  State  constitution,  that 
a  legal  voter  is  somebody,  and  that  upon  the 
legal  voters  the  representation  in  this  govern- 
ment is  based.  That  is  to  say,  it  reads  in  Arti- 
cle XXI.  a  "census  of  the  legal  voters."  That  is 
not  a  "census  of  the  registered  voters."  It  is 
clear  language,  and  means  clearly  a  "census  of 
the  legal  voters."  Articles  XXI.  and  XXII.  de- 
termine that  that  and  that  only  shall  be  the 
basis  of  representation.  Then  referring  to  the 
charter  of  1821,  you  will  find  there  is  a  special 
lino  what  it  is  decided  shall  be  a  legal  voter. 
Looking  carefully  at  the  books,  you  will  find 
that  the  term  "registered  voters"  is  not  used 
until,  possibly,  in  1874,  when  the  Board  of  Regis- 
tration was  established  by  the  State  Legislature, 
and  then  in  the  cases  of  voters  who  regis- 
tered they;  used  the  words  "registered  voters." 
I  don't  think  any  gentleman  here  will  deny 
that  the  basis  of  representation  is  legal 
voters  and  not  registered  voters.  Now  I 
hold  a  document  in  my  hand  which  will  crack 
all  the  hard  nuts  which  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  wants  to  present  here  tonight,  which 
will  show  that  the  majority  report  is  a  report 
tending  to  lead  astray  members  who  wish  to 
vote  fairly  upon  this  question,  and  will  also 
show  that  there  is  such  a  thing  as  a  legal  voter 
in  existence,  and  that  the  representation  in  this 
State  is  based  on  legal  voters.  This  is 
Senate  Document  No.  11  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  from  the  secretary's 
department,  Boston,  Jan.  25,  18S6.  Following 
is  an  order  signed  by  Henry  B.  Peirce,  secretary 
of  the  Commonwealth.  These  figures  are  taken 
from  the  census  of  1885.  The  census,  as  you  un- 
derstand, both  by  the  constitution  and  the  stat- 
ute law  of  the  State,  must  be  taken  every  10 
years,  and  according  to  that  basis  the  apportion- 
ment of  representatives  is  made  in  this  State. 
It  is  laid  down  specifically  that  the  representa- 
tion must  be  based  on  legal  voters.  Now  if  the 
constitution  places  it  on  the  basis  of  legal  voters 
and  a  law  says  registered  voters,  you  all  under- 
stand that  that  law  is  unconstitutional.  But  I 
am  sure  that  there  is  no  law  now  on  our  statute 
book  which  says  that  registered  voters,  shall  be 
the  basis  of  representation.  The  constitution  is 
on  our  side,  and  if  the  constitution  has  any 
strength  in  this  chamber  with  either  Repubii- 


NOVEMBER     17.     1887 


971 


can  or  Democrat,  we  haTe  proven  our  first 
point,  that  the  basis  of  representation  is  legal 
voters.  Our  second  point  is  that  there  is  no  stat- 
ute of  the  State  which  says  that  the  basis  of  rep- 
resentation shall  he  registered  voters.  There- 
fore the  extraordinary  document  thrust  upon 
the  Council  by  the  gentlemen  from  Ward  12 
should  not  have  any  effect  on  the  man  who  has 
reasoned  in  this  matter  and  will  allow  my  first 
premise,  that  the  constitution  says  that  legal 
voters  shall  be  a  basis  of  representation.  Now, 
gentlemen,  what  did  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  the  Senate  say  in  1SS5?  They  took  the 
census  of  legal  voters,  and  I  wish  you  to  clearly 
understand  that  there  is  such  a  thing 
as  a  legal  voter.  I  wish  also  to  show 
you  the  auditor's  book  of  18S5,  which  shows 
the  census,  and  I  wish  to  show  you  that 
there  is  a  clear  distinction,  and  that  this  is  not 
theory.  On  page  275  we  read  the  following: 
"Census  of  the  city  of  Boston.  The  following 
tables  have  been  compiled  by  Colonel  Carroll  D. 
Wright,  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Statistics  of 
Labor,  from  the  census  taken  under  his  direc- 
tion, in  1S85."  According  to  the  statute,  the  ap- 
portionment was  to  take  place  at  that  time, 
that  is,  the  act  was  to  take  effect,  and  we  find 
under  the  heading  of  "Polls  and  Voters," 
"ratable  polls,"  and  "legal  voters."  Ward 
22  has  suffered  quite  long  enough  from  an  insuf- 
ficient representation.  No  doubt  the  city  of 
Boston  would  roll  along  as  it  has  m  former  years 
if  that  ward  had  no  represental  ion ;  and  perhaps 
if  there  were  no  representation  from  Ward  12  or 
Ward  7,  the  city  of  Boston  might  not  be  much 
the  loser  [laughter].  But  that  is  not  the  ques- 
tion. We  stand  here  simply  asking  justice.  We 
stand  here  asking  for  our  rights,  and  now  to  go 
further  and  prove  that  our  figures  are  correct, 
and  that  the  figures  of  the  majority  report  are 
like  so  many  vagaries,  without  any  foundation 
to  them,  I  intend  to  quote  the  figures  of  Car- 
roll D.  Wright  with  regard  to  the  number  of 
legal  voters  in  the  city  of  Boston.  The  total 
number  of  legal  voters  is  given  at  89.S36.  I  recol- 
lect the  look  of  astonishment  and  the  curious 
expression  that  ran  over  the  face  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  when  he  said,  "Gentlemen, 
just  think  of  it— S9,836  voters."  It  may  be  that 
he  has  differed  with  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of 
Statistics  of  Labor,  and  he  may  therefore  think 
there  are  a  less  number  of  legal  voters,  there- 
fore not  only  occasioning  a  loss  of  representation 
in  this  body,  but  also  in  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts; because,  sir,  if  we  have  not,  and  he  says 
we  have  not  89,836  legal  voters  in  this  city  of 
Boston,  then,  sir,  according  to  his  idea,  we  have 
no  right  to  be  represented  with  the  number  of 
representatives  we  now  have  in  the  Representa- 
tive chamber  of  this  State.  But  there  is  no  man 
here  who  will  say  that  the  ciiy  of  Boston  is  rep- 
resented too  largely  in  the  Massachusetts  House 
of  Representatives.  He  will  admit  for  that  rep- 
resentation that  the  census  taken  by  Carroll  D. 
Wright  is  correct,  and  there  is  no  question  that 
it  is  correct.  Now,  gentlemen,  if  you  will  agree 
with  me,  and  I  don't  see  how  you  can  help  it, 
on  the  ground  of  the  constitution  of  this  State 
and  the  statute  law,  stating  that  the  basis  of 
representation  is  legal  voters,  then,  sir,  admit- 
ting that  Carroll  D.  Wright's  figures  are  cor- 
rect, because  it  is  according  to  those  figures  that 
the  apportionment  of  representatives  is  made, 
there  are  two  points  made  in  our  favor ;  that  is 
to  say,  legal  voters  are  the  basis  of  representa- 
tion, and  those  figures  are  the  figures  from 
which  the  legal  voters  are  taken.  Under  those 
circumstances  it  must  appear  that  certain  wards 
in  this  cits-  should  be  decreased  in  representa- 
tion, and  other  wards  increased.  Now,  gentle- 
men of  the  Council,  another  point  which  I 
should  refer  to  is  this :  Wards  6,  7,  8  and  9  are 
adjoining  wards.  If  you  were  to  take  those  four 
wards  and  put  them  together,  they  would  make 
two  wards  as  large  as  two  wards  in  the  High- 
land District.  If  you  were  to  take  those  four 
wards  and  put  them  together,  they  would 
scarcely  make  two  wards  as  large  as  the  wards 
in  South  Boston.  Charlestown  at  this  time 
probably  has  a  population  of  37,000  or  more,— a 
very  little  more, — and  South  Boston  at  this  time 
has  07,000  or  more,  and  yet  Charlestown,  with  half 
the  size  and  half  the  papulation  of  South  Bos- 
ton is  to  have  a  representation  of  nine,  and 
South  Boston,  with  its  much  greater  popu- 
lation, is  onlv  to  have  a  representation  of  nine. 
But  I  don't  say  that  population  is  the  basis  of 
representation.    I  don't  say   I  believe  it  should 


be.  I  am  only  speaking  according  to  the  law 
and  according  to  the  polls  and  legal  voters  of 
Charlestown  and  South  Boston.  They  should 
not  be  equally  represented  in  this  chamber.  As 
was  said  by  the  convention  that  addressed  the 
people  in  1821, — I  think  it  was  the  convention  to 
consider  what  change  should  be  made  in  the 
Declaration  of  Rights,  and  I  felt  gratified  in 
reading  that  over  to  see  that  they  one  and  all 
agreed  upon  one  point,  and  that  was  this, 
"However  many  or  however  few  our  represen- 
tation be,  let  it  be  equal,  and  I  say  this  to  you. 
gentlemen  of  the  Council,  that  whatever  our 
representation  may  be  in  this  Council,  let  it  be 
equal."  You  say  that  it  is  improper,  because, 
since  the  organization  of  this  government,  the 
number  of  councllmen  has  been  the  same  from 
each  ward,  from  year  to  year,  that  is  by  legal 
voters  being  made  the  basis  of  representation. 
But  for  those  wards  that  have  been  made  by 
the  annexation  of  different  of  the  outlying 
towns  of  the  city  of  Boston,  one  of  the  special 
thing's  to  be  considered  in  relation  to  those 
wards  is  this,  that  they  shall  be  represented 
equally  with  the,  wards  that  have  before  been  a 
part  of  the  city  of  Boston,— that  is  that  accord- 
ing to  the  legal  voters  of  said  wards  they  shall 
receive  such  representation.  That  has  been 
the  practice  from  time  to  time,  and  al- 
though the  gentleman  from  Ward  11  says 
he  does  not  believe  that  one  ward  should 
have  four  councilmen,  another  three  and 
another  two,  I  place  the  same  statement 
"back  to  him,  and  I  say,  "You  don't  believe  that 
one  ward  should  have  four  representatives, 
another  three  and  another  two,"  and  yet,  sir, 
speaking  in  favor  of  the  action  of  the  majority 
of  the  committee,  you  are  willing  to  say,  let 
one  ward  which  for  13  years  has  not  had  the  rep- 
resentation it  deserves  continue  in  its  present 
state.  And  yet  you  talk  about  equality  of  rep- 
resentation in  this  Council.  It  is  not  equality ; 
it  is  not  justice,  and  I  would  say  that  the  gen- 
tleman himself  has  in  the  past  admitted  that 
an  injury  was  being  done,  that  something  was 
wrong  and  that  something  ought  to  be  done  to 
right  it.  Gentlemen  of  the  Council,  I  hope  you 
will  consider  these  special  points  in  this  mat- 
ter ;  that  legal  voters  are  the  basis  of  represen- 
tation, by  the  constitution  of  the  State,  ny  the 
State  law  and  so  referred  to  in  the  charter,  and 
so  referred  to  in  the  act  which  established  the 
city  of  Boston,  and  so  on  down  to  the  present 
time,  and  that  any  attempt  to  make  registered 
voters  the  basis  of  representation  will  only 
bring  this  argument  into  dispute  outside,  that  a 
man  who  can  pay  his  polltax  cannot  be  repre- 
sented, but  only  those  who  live  up  to  the  law, 
those  who  register,  those  you  might  say  who  are 
paying,  not  exactly  their  10  shillings,  but  who 
are  going  through  some  trouble,— that  they 
only  shall  be  the  basis  of  representation  in  this 
country.  I  think  I  have  said  surticient,  and  I 
trust  that  I  have  spoken  clearly  enough  to 
show  to  the  members  of  the  Council  that 
we  ask  nothing  but  justice.  We  onlv 
come  in  here  asking  for  what  we  de- 
serve. That  measure  went  to  the  Committee  on 
Cities,  was  argued  in  the  Committee  on  Cities, 
before  which  I  appeared,  was  agreed  to  by  that 
committee,  consisting,  as  my  colleague  has  said, 
of  Democrats  and  Republicans ;  and  I  would  say 
that  Senator  Roads  of  Marblehead  is  as  good  a 
Democrat  in  the  State  House  as  are  the  gentle- 
men from  Ward  7  and  Ward  12  in  this  body.  I 
would  say  that  Messrs.  Hincheliffe  and  Morse 
are  as  good  Democrats  as  there  were  in  that 
body,  and  that  Mr.  Hathorne  and  the  other  Re- 
publican members  were  good  representatives  of 
tee  Republican  party,  and  when  those  two 
classes  of  political  leaders  could  agree  on  a  bill 
like  this,  agreeing  on  the  figures  in  the  census, 
I  cannot  see  why  any  member  here  should  rise 
up  with  his  theories  and  state  that  it  is  im- 
proper to  accept  this  act.  I  trust,  gentlemen, 
that  you  will  accept  this  act  which  gives  to 
Wards  22  and  25  and  Wards  11.  14  20,  and  24.  the 
increased  representation,  and  that  you  will  also 
consider  that  Wards  6,  7,  8,  9,  4,  and  3.  which 
have  been  below  the  basis  for  so  long  a  time  are 
not  losing  what  belongs  to  them,  but  that  which 
they  have  been  enjoying,  and  which,  of  right, 
belonged  to  other  wards. 

The  Lunch  Order. 

Mr.  Gomez— We  have  many  numbers  yet  on 
the  calendar,  and  I  wish  to  introduce  the  privi- 
leged order: 
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Ordered,  That  the  city  messenger  be  requested 
to  provide  a  lunch  in  the  ante-roam  tor  the 
members,  officers  and  reporters;  the  expense 
attending  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  contin- 
gent fund  of  the  Common  Council. 

Passed ;  yeas  65,  nays  2 : 

Yeas— Atwood,  Barry,  Bowman,  Burr,  Car- 
roll, Carstensen,  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Cochran, 
Coleman,  Connolly,  Coyle,  Davern.  Desmond, 
Dewey,  Dolan.  Duggan,  Dunn,  Fisher,  Fowler, 
Frost,  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Harrington,  Hayes, 
Keliher,  Kelley,  Kennedy.  Lattimore.  Lauten, 
Leary,  Light,  Mahoney,  McEnaney,  McKenna, 
McNary,  F.  Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  Murphy, 
J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Norton,  Nunan, 
O'Mealey,  Perkins,  Perry,  C.  C.  Powers,  E.  J. 
Powers,  Reilly,  Richards,  Sanger,  Shaw,  Short, 
Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan, 
Sunuberg,  Teevens.  Tracy,  Tuttle,  Webster, 
Whall,  Whitmore,  Wilson— 65. 

Nays— Fottler,  Ladd— 2. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Blume,  Foss,  P.  J.  Gal- 
lagher, Haggerty,  Thayer— 5. 

Reapportionment  Resumed. 
Mr.  Wilson— I  am  sorry  that  the  debate  has 
taken  the  heated  turn  that  it  has.  I  desire  to 
state  to  the  Council  my  reasons  for  moving  not 
to  accept  the  act  which  has  been  extended  to  us 
by  the  Legislature.  Certain  reasons  that  to  my 
mind  are  conclusive  have  been  stated  in  the 
majority  report  and  in  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  11,  Mr.  Richards.  I  do  not 
propose  at  this  time  to  enter  into  the  discussion 
as  to  what  a  legal  voter  is  or  as  to  what  a  regis- 
tered voter  is.  I  do  think,  however,  that  if  this 
act  is  accepted  it  will  work  injustice  to  the  old 
wards  of  the  city.  It  will  be  a  departure  from 
former  precedents.  But  the  reason  which  is 
most  conclusive  to  my  mind  is  that  it  is  not  such 
an  act  as  will  bring  peace  and  equality  to  the 
city  government.  1  hough  for  that  reason,  if  the 
petition  to  the  Legislature  was  passed  upon  the 
true  principle,  to  wit,  as  an  act  of  justice  to  cer- 
tain wards  in  this  city,  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
commotion  will  be  carried  still  further  if  this 
act  be  accepted,  and  the  crylwill  be  immediately 
raised  that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  should  have 
another  distribution  so  as  to  make  the  wards 
more  equally  represented  in  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen. In  other  words  it  seems  to  me 
that  this  is  a  half  way  measure,  a  make- 
shift—neither one  thing  nor  the  other.  It  does 
not  go  to  the  root  of  the  matter.  If,  unfortu- 
nately for  us,  by  the  provisions  of  the  constitu- 
tion, certain  citizens  of  Boston  are  left  improp- 
erly represented  in  this  body,  the  matter  should 
be  taken  into  consideration  by  the  Legislature, 
and  the  remedy  for  the  wrong  applied.  When 
the  Legislature  had  this  matter  before  them 
they  were  asked  to  give  Wards  22  and  25  another 
member  so  as  to  equalize  their  representation 
in  this  body.  That  measure  was  passed 
here  by  almost  unanimous  consent,  out  of 
a  desire  to  be  fair  to  those  two  wards.  I  have  no 
doubt  in  stating  that  if  the  gentlemen  of  the 
Council  had  accepted  the  Legislature  would 
disregard  their  request,  and  instead  of  giving 
them  bread  w>>uld  give  them  a  stone,  ana  I  do 
not  believe  the  members  of  this  Council  would 
have  authorized  the  mayor  to  petition  the  Leg- 
islature. But  we  having  petitioned  the  Legisla- 
ture, that  body  in  its  wisdom  saw  fit  to  give 
us  that  which  we  did  not  ask  for.  Now 
if  the  Legislature  in  departing  from  our  re- 
quest had  seen  tit  to  redistrict  the  wards 
of  this  city  so  as  to  make  a  fair  representation 
in  both  branches  of  the  City  Council,  however, 
it  might  have  affected  the  Republican  or  Dem- 
ocratic wards,  I  believe  that  act  would  have 
been  accepted.  J  do  not  believe  a  majority  of 
this  Council  desire  to  be  unfair  to  anyward  sim- 
ply out  of  a  wish  to  retain  their  own  representa- 
tion in  this  body.  I  believe,  therefore,  that  if 
the  Legislature  had  passed  an  act  redisricting 
or  re-warding  the  city' and  had  reapportioned 
the  representatives  in  this  Council  and  tne 
Board  of  Aldermen  fairly  and  impartially,  and 
had  left  that  act  to  the  acceptance  of  the  city 
government,  the  City  Council  would  have  been 
compelled  to  accept  it.  If  on  the  other  hand  t  be 
Legislature  had  feared  that  the  city  govern- 
ment would  not  have  accepted  it  and  had  been 
desirous  of  acting  fairly  to  all  citizens,  it  might 
just  as  well  as  not  have  passed  a  compulsory 
law  for  the  city  to  have  to  accept  the  act,  and 
the  matter  would  have  been  fairly  and  impar- 
tially treated.    Now,  I  don't  believe  it  is  right 


and  proper  for  the  gentlemen  most  interested  in 
the  acceptance  of  this  act  to  compel  us  to  accept 
it,  in  view  of  the  injustice  that  will  be  caused 
to  those  wards  who,  in  the  kindness  of  their 
hearts,  extend  the  hand  of  fellowship  to  them 
in  their  districts.  It  seems  to  me  it  would, 
to  say  the  least,  be  unkind.  But  I  will 
not  inquire  into  the  motives  prompting  the 
gentlemen  in  this  chamber  to  accept  or  reject 
this  act.  It  has  been  stated  in  my  presence  by  a 
gentleman  who  has  devoted  a  great  deal  of  time 
m  looking  into  this  subject,  that  the  change 
brought  about  by  this  bill  might  result  in  a 
Democratic  gain  of  six  members  and  a  Republi- 
can gain  of  six  members.  Therefore  it  is  not 
a  question  of  politics  at  all.  It  is  simply  a  ques- 
tion of  fair  play  Further  than  the  question 
of  fair  play,  it  is  a  question  whether  we, 
as  Republicans  or  Democrats,  ought  to  accept 
that  act,  which  is  only  one  of  several  acts.  What 
will  be  the  result  if  we  accept  this  act?  A  cry 
will  come  up  from  the  citizens  of  Wards  22  and 
25.  and  others,  that  they  are  not  properly  repre- 
sented m  the  City  Council,  and  that  they  ought 
to  have  a  better  representation  there,  and  there- 
fore they  will  petition  for  re-districting  the  city 
for  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  But  unless 
you  re-ward  the  city  you  cannot  re-district 
it,  so  that,  having  accepted  this  act,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  undo  all  that  has  been  done  in 
the  past.  This  being  a  half-way  measure  that 
does  not  go  down  to  the  root  of  the  thing ;  that 
is  not  complete  in  itself,  it  is  better  policy  to 
reject  it ;  and  if  there  is  such  a  cry  hereafter 
about  unjust  representation  from  certain  citi- 
zens of  this  city,  then  we  should  go  to  the 
Legislature  and  ask  them  to  be  fair  and  impar- 
tial to  both  branches  of  the  City  Council.  For 
these  reasons,  and  for  the  reasons  given  in  the 
majority  report,  I  hope  that  report  will  be  ac- 
cepted, and  that  the  act.  will  not  be  accepted. 

Mr.  Whall— I  am  very  glad  the  discussion 
has  taken  the  turn  it  has,  and  that  the  matter 
has  been  debated  from  the  high  plane  that  it 
was  placed  upon  in  the  first  argument  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  9.  I  am  very  glad 
that  all  tho  gentlemen  who  have  spoken  have 
spoken  apart  from  all  political  or  personal  con- 
sideration. It  is  true  that  several  speeches  have 
been  made  in  favor  of  the  majority  report  by  gen- 
tlemen who  live  in  wards  whose  representation  is 
diminished.  It  is  also  true  that  several  speeches 
have  been  made  against  the  minority  report  by 
gentlemen  who  live  in  wards  whose  representa- 
tion is  increased.  But  I  will,do  all  these  gentle- 
men the  justice  to  say  that  I  believe  their  ao 
tion  in  the  premises  has  had  as  its  mo- 
tive force  the  good  of  the  city,  and  what 
they  consider  to  be  right,  decent  and  fair, 
It  might  bo  urged  that  I  myself  have  an 
interested  motive  in  taking  my  position 
with  the  majority  tonight.  It  is  true  that  I 
live  in  a  ward  the  representation  of  which  is 
sought  to  be  diminished.  But  I  can  approach 
the  subject  entirely  unbiased,  because  to  those 
who  would  allege  that  as  a  motive  for  my 
action  I  can  say  that  as  regards  that  part  of  the 
ward  I  have  no  political  future.  Nothing  could 
induce  me  to  again  stand  for  public  office. 
When  1  say  that  I  say  it  without  any  disrespect  to 
the  citizens  who  thus  far  have  honored  me.  with 
the  office  in  which  it  has  been  my  pleasure  to 
serve  so  far  as  my  ability  would  allow.  There- 
fore I  can  approach  this  subject  entirely  un- 
trammelled by  any  personal  consideration.  I 
am  glad  that  no  political  considerations  have 
entered  into  the  consideration  of  the.  subject. 
Now  if  one  were  to  judge  of  the  debate  tonight 
and  from  it,  measure  the  calibre  of  the  Common 
Council  of  the  city  of  Boston,  an  invincible 
argument  would  be  furnished  for  the  continued 
existence  of  Ibis  body  ;  for  it  has  never  been  my 
pleasure  while  1  have  been  a  member  of  this  body 
and  while  I  have  been  listening  to  debates  in 
similar  assemblies,  to  have  heard  a  subject  of 
this  importance  handled  with  so  much  gooil  na- 
ture, solid  sense  and  the  absence  oi  all  person- 
alities and  political  allusions.  The  history;  of 
this  measure  is  interesting.  In  the  beginning 
of  this  year  our  eloquent,  friend  from  Ward  22  in- 
troduced a  measure  to  give  to  his  ward  and 
Ward  25  more  representation  than  they  were 
then  allowed.  Everybody  admitted  that  Ward 
22  was  suffering  an  injustice— an  unavoidable 
injustice  it  is  true— but  it  was  admitted  that 
Ward  22  was  suffering  an  injustice,  and  that  the 
sooner  it  could  bo  rectified  tho  better  it,  would 
be,  not  only  for  the  city  but  for  the  ward  itself. 


NOVEMBER     17,     1887. 
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The  proposition  passed  both  branches  of  the  city 
government.  It  was  incorpoiated  in  a  com- 
munication and  petition  from  His  Honor 
the  Mayor  to  the  Legislature,  and  the 
Legislature,  instead  of  giving  us  the  re- 
lief we  asked,  which  was  simply  adding  two 
more  members,  turned  the  whole  scheme  of 
representation  upside  down.  The  Legislature 
was  asked  to  do  a  certain  thing— to  give  two 
more  members  to  Ward  22.  If  the  Legislature 
had  found  in  its  wisaom  that  it  was  not  wise  to 
increase  the  number  of  members  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  and  had  taken  a  member  from 
Ward  7  and  another  from  AVard  10,  the  two  less 
in  number  of  registered  voters,  I  should  have 
said  amen  to  the  proposition,  even  though 
that  would  in  a  measure  contravane  some 
of  the  theories  which  I  cherish  as  being 
best  for  a  municipal  government.  But  still 
I  would  mora  readily  assent  to  that  propo- 
stion  than  to  the  radical  change  which 
they  have  made.  If  any  member  of  the  Legis- 
lature had  brought  up  the  question  that  this 
bill  was  without  precedent  of  former  years,  the 
president  of  the  House  would  have  immediate- 
ly declared  it  out  of  order.  But  the  men 
were  not  on  the  watch-tower.  I  wish  to 
call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  city 
of  Boston  went  to  the  Legislature  asking 
for  one  thing,  and  that  the  Legislature  gave  us 
an  entirely  different  thing.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  22  would  not  for  a  moment  use  the 
proposition  that  if  he  had  incorporated  in  h  is 
order  the  scheme  which  the  Legislature  indi- 
cated it  would  have  passed  either  this  branch 
or  the  other.  It  could  not  then  have  had  a 
corporal's  guard.  But  some  of  us  are  opposed  to 
this  measure,  and  it  behooves  us  to  give  our 
reasons.  I  am  opposed  to  this  divisidn,  first 
because  it  is  unfair  and  second  because  it  is  un- 
wise. First  as  to  its  unfairness.  By  amendment 
21  or  22  of  the  constitution,  I  do  not  remember 
the  exact  number,  the  basis  of  representation  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  and  Senate  is  the 
number  of  legal  voters  found  by  the  present 
census.  The  majority  of  your  committee  say 
that  at  this  day  registered  voters  mean 
legal  voters.  The  minority  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  22  say  that  voters  in 
potentia— possible  voters— are  voters  if  they 
have  the  other  requirements.  The  proposition 
is  an  insult  to  the  Common  Council.  In  the  first 
place  what  is  a  voter?  A  voter  is  a  man  that 
votes.  A  legal  voter  is  a  man  that  votes  le- 
gally, having  by  law  the  muniments  the  stat- 
utes give  him.  What  was  a  legal  voter  in 
1877?  The  days  of  registration  had  not  come 
then.  They  were  men  who  had  actually  voted, 
legal  voters  in  1887  are  men  who  are  regis- 
tered. Can  any  man  say  he  could  vote  un- 
less he  was  registered?  The  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court  in  144  Massachusetts  states  that 
although  the  Legislature  can  not  i  .npose  upon  a 
class  or  section  of  voters  any  particular  qualifi- 
cations or  regulations,  still  it  does  not  say  that 
the  Legislature  cannot  impose  a  regulation  or 
qualification  upon  all  voters.  The  proposition  of 
the  majority  is  this:  that  to  day  a  legal  voter  is  a 
voter  who  is  entitled  to  vote ;  that  a  man  who  is 
not  entitled  to  vote  is  not  a  voter  and  he 
cannot  be  entitled  to  vote  unless  he  is  registered. 
A  little  dust  was  attempted  to  be  thrown  in  our 
eyes.  The  gentlemar  from  Ward  22  sought  to 
make  us  believe  that  if  we  denied  his  position 
we  denied  that  a  man  can  be  a  citizen  if  his 
name  is  not  upon  the  voting  list.  A  man  may 
be  a  citizen  and  not  a  voter.  The  law  requires 
that  a  man  to  be  registered  must  have  the  qual- 
ifications of  a  voter.  In  our  county  of  Suf- 
folk, who  makes  up  the  voting  list?  The  regis- 
trars of  voters,  the  custodians  of  the  list  of  reg- 
istered voters.  A  man  cannot  get  on  a  jury 
list  unless  his  name  is  first  on  the  list  of  regis- 
tered voters.  Now  dust  was  attempted  to  be 
thrown  into  our  eyes  by  the  saying  that  we  are 
trying  to  deprive  the  poll-tax  payers  of  repre- 
sentation. We  are  doing  nothing  of  the  kind. 
We  are  carrying  out  the  law  as  it  was  written, 
and  if  there  is  anything  wrong  in  the  law  you 
must  appeal  to  the  State  House.  In  addition  to 
that  one  would  imagine  we  did  not  have  the 
legislative  sanction  for  the  interpretation  which 
we  make  of  the  term  legal  voters.  The  city 
charter  of  Boston,  section  3,  page  2,  relates  to 
the  division  of  wards  into  precincts.  The  idea 
was  to  have  an  equal  number  of  legal  voters  in 
each  precinct.  The  charter  says  that  in  1886,  or 
as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  division  of  the 


city  into  new  wards,  the  Board  of  Assessors 
shall  divide  the  wards  into  precincts,  each  pre- 
cinct to  have  as  near  as  possible  five  hundred 
registered  voters. 

Mr.  Duggan— Mr.  President. 

The  President— Does  the  gentleman  rise  to 
a  point  of  order? 

Mi'.  Duggan— Yes.  The  gentleman  is  not 
speaking  to  the  question. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  not 
well  taken. 

Mr.  Whall— lliere  we  nave  the  direct  statute 
sanction  of  the  Commonwealth  for  what  we 
place  upon  the  word  "legal  voter."  Does  any 
gentleman  who  sustains  the  minority  proposi- 
tion mean  to  say  that  it  was  within  the  view  of 
the  Legislature  that  these  precincts  should  be 
uneven?  And  if  they  were  to  be  uneven,  how 
could  they  be  composed  of  a  different  number  of 
legal  voters?  Ivo.  The  Legislature  wanted  to 
divide  the  wards  into  an  equal  number  of  vot- 
ing precincts  or  into  a  number  of  voting  pre- 
cincts each  of  which  could  have  as  nearly  as 
possible  an  equal  number  of  registered  voters. 
The  gentlemen  of  the  minority  do  not  know  that 
the  Legislature  took  the  side  which  they  sustatn 
as  the  basis  of  representation.  You  will  notice 
in  their  report  that  it  is  assumed  such  and  such 
was  the  case.  If  the  Legislature  did  take  the 
whole  number  of  voters,  then  the  Legislature 
took  something  which  was  wrong.  If  they  took 
the  registered  voters,  then  I  propose  to  show 
you  where  the  unfairness  is.  If  you  turn 
to  page  6  of  this  report  you  will  find 
that  Ward  10  cast  at  the  last  municipal 
election  the  lowest  vote  in  the  whole 
city,  1347  registered  voters.  Still  it  gets 
three  members  of  the  Common  Council.  Yet 
Ward  3,  with  90u  more  voters,  gets  only  two 
members.  Is  fliat  fair?  Is  that  decent?  From 
30  to  40  per  cent  more  voters  have  only  66%  the 
representation,  as  compared  with  AVard  10. 
Take  the  larger  wards:  AVard  4  has  2139,  AVard 
13  has  2769,  Ward  11  has  3014.  But  Ward  23, 
which  is  bigger  than  two  of  these  wards,  cast 
3235  votes,  and  yet  it  has  only  three  members. 
Ward  21  has  a  larger  number  of  voters  than 
Ward  11,  and  yet  it  has  only  three  members.  Is 
that  fair?  AVe  contend  that  our  basis  is  the 
basis  used  by  the  laws,  and  the  interpretation 
which  we  place  upon  the  words  "legal  voter"  is 
one  which  is  not  only  placed  upon  it  by  com- 
mon sense,  but  by  the  legislative  sanction  which 
it  has  received  in  the  preceding  act.  Now  I  be- 
lieve I  have  shown  the  unfairness  of  this  re- 
apportionment. I  do  not  care  whether  the 
Democrats  or  the  Republicans  gain  by  this  mat- 
ter. For  the  purpose  of  this  argument  we  will 
assume  that  the  change  would  be  equal  for  both 
parties.  But  it  is  unfair.  Now,  then,  is  it  un- 
wise? What  is  the  history  of  Wards  22 
and  25?  In  1885  the  city  was  divided  into 
24  wards,  each  with  three  councilmen, 
Ward  22,  consisting  of  a  slice  of  the  teri- 
ritory  in  the  southerly  part  of  the  city  and  the 
old  part  of  Brighton  with  Brookline  switched 
in  as  a  kind  of  sandwich.  Those  two  sections 
comprised  Ward  25.  After  a  while  the  people  of 
Brighton  said  it  was  too  much  trouble  to  tramp 
across  Brookline  to  vote.  This  was  before  the 
time  of  voting  precincts,  and  it  was  thought 
then  that  when  the  census  was  taken  in  1885 
any  apparent  inequalities  would  be  corrected. 
It  never  was  contemplated  that  Wards  22  and  25 
would  be  independent  wards,  except  in  the 
imagination.  They  were  set  apart  simply  for 
the  convenience  of  the  voters.  AVard  25  was 
made  a  ward  simply  because  the  Legislature 
thought  it  unfair  to  send  the  citizens  skipping 
across  the  Brookline  bridge  to  deposit  their 
ballots.  Bear  that  in  mind.  You  will  see  that 
Wards  22  and  25  have  been  laboring  under  ap- 
parent injustice.  Our  scheme  of  municipal 
government  has  been  fully  dilated  upon  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  9.  I  don't  believe  we 
have  heard  a  more  profound  and  a  fairer  ex- 
position of  the  scheme  of  our  municipal  govern- 
ment than  we  have  heard  tonight  from  the 
gentleman  from  AA'ard  9.  I  shall  not  pre- 
sume to  add  or  subtract  from  anything 
he  has  said  on  the  subject.  I  believe  the 
scheme  of  our  municipal  government  was 
equal  wards  with  equal  representation. 
Of  course  in  the  ordinary  course  of  events  dis- 
crepancies would  occur.  Some  wards  grew 
larger  and  some  smaller.  But  the  Legislature 
provided  a  cure,  and  said  that  every  10  years  a 
census  should  be  taken  and  the  evils  cut  off. 
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That  was  attempted  in  1885,  and  it  is  not  now 
necessary  to  say  what  blunders  were  made, but  it 
resulted  in  this  attempt  at  a  division  of  the 
wards  last  year.  Now,  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee are  not  in  the  position  of  men  who  are 
simply  pulling  down.  We  suggest  a  remedy 
and  our  remedy  is  one  tliat  underlies  all  tne 
arguments  made  in  support  of  the  majority  re- 
port, and  it  is  this:  We  must  have  equal  wards 
with  equal  representation.  At  present  we  have 
equal  representation  except  so  far  as  Wards  22 
and  25  are  concerned.  What  is  to  be  done?  Let 
us  have  equal  wards.  The  fault  lies  not  in  the 
laws  of  the  Common  Council.  We  do  not  have 
equal  representation  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
District  2  with  6570  registered  voters,  elects  only 
one  alderman,  while  District  12,  with  3600,  elects 
one  alderman.  In  District  3  there  are  5104  reg- 
istered voters,  and  in  the  contiguous  district,  a 
district  which  will  be  honored  m  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  by  a  member  of  this  branch  when  the 
elections  come  around  again,  a  member  whom  I 
am  glad  to  see  here  tonight  as  standing  with  us 
in  sustaining  the  majority  report — that  district 
has  only  3157  voters,  2000  voters  less  than  the 
aldermanic  district  in  which  my  ward  lies. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— 1  desire  to  say  but  a  very 
few  words  in  relation  to  this  matter  because 
I  think  it  has  already  been  gone  through  suf- 
ficiently by  both  sides  of  the  house ;  but  I  desire 
to  allude  more  particularly  to  the  remarks  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  Mr.  Morisi  in  and 
the  gentleman  from  the  same  ward,  Mr.  Wilson. 
The  latter  spoke  of  this  matter  as  not  going'  to 
the  root  of  the  evil.  Gentlemen,  my  impression 
is  that  it  goes  too  far  to  the  root  of  the  evil  to 
suit  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9.  We  have  only 
to  turn  to  the  figures  of  registered  voters,  leav- 
ing the  matter  of  legal  voters  out  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  we  find  that  in  Ward  <e  there  are  1744 
registered  voters  in  1887,  and  they  have  three 
councilmen,  while  in  Ward  25  we  have  1981 
registered  voters,  and  we  have  but  one  and 
a  half  councilmen— I  am  talking  now  of  the 
average,  of  course;  we  have  one  this  year 
and  two  next  year,  which  makes  that  average. 
Now  I  don't  see  why  it  is  that  Wards  9,  8,  7  and 
6  should  be  entitled  to  three  councilmen 
while  Wards  25  and  22  alternate  with  two  Coun- 
cilmen every  other  year.  I  sympathize  greatly 
with  Ward  22  because  they  are  a  great  deal 
worse  off  than  Ward  25.  Their  proportion  is 
greater.  But  it  certainly  must  strike  pretty 
close,  if  not  directly  to  the  root  of  the  evil  in 
Ward  9,  which  will  have  three  Councilmen  next 
year,  and  Ward  22.  with  2208  registered  voters, 
will  have  but  one  Councilman  nextyear  if  this 
majority  report  is  accepted,  while  Ward  9,  with 
but  1744  voters,  will  have  three  Councilmen. 
Talk  about  unfairness,  I  would  like  to  know 
where  there  is  unfairness  in  it?  Ward  25  has 
not  made  any  serious  objection  in  the  Common 
Council  to  this  matter.  But  it  is  a  fact  that  they 
have  very  often  spoken  in  relation  to  the  matter 
and  thought  they  ought  to  be  better  treated. 
Ward  6,  with  1734  voters,  now  has  three  council- 
men.  Under  the  new  arrangement,  if  the  act 
should  be  accepted,  they  would  have  two 
councilmen,  and  then  they  would  have  less 
voters  than  Ward  25.  I  think,  gentlemen, 
when  you  talk  in  relation  to  the  unfairness  of 
this  matter,  it  is  certainly  unfair  as  it  now 
stands.  I  believe  it  is  unfair  for  Ward  10  to 
have  three  councilmen.  I  am  perfectly  willing 
to  believe  that.  I  say  it  is  wrong  for  them  to 
have  three  councilmen  with  1347  registered  vot- 
ers, and  Ward  22  with  2208  registered  voters  will 
have  only  one  councilman  next  year.  Ward  12 
with  1888  registered  voters  has  three  council- 
men,  and  will  remain  so;  and  yet,  should  the 
act  pass,  they  will  have  less  voters  than  will 
Ward  25,  which  will  then  have  two  coun- 
cilmen. I  think,  gentlemen,  the  trouble 
is  with  Wards  6,  7,  8,  9,  11  and  12,  and 
close  on  to  16,  and  that  it  strikes  too 
close  to  the  root  of  the  evil,  and  that  is  what  is 
the  trouble  with  the  members  from  those  wards. 
The  Republican  member  of  the  committee 
who  signed  the  majority  report  said  he 
did  not  believe  the  matter  was  fair,  or 
right,  or  just,  and  for  that  reason  he  was 
constrained  to  sign  the  majority ;  but  during 
his  remarks,  and  after  saying  all  that, — I  can't 
exactly  quote  him  verbatim, — but  he  did  say 
that  the  members  from  the  various  wards  were 
sent  here  to  obey  the  wills  and  wishes  of  their 
constituents.  From  the  remarks  made  by  that 
gentleman  I  am  constrained  to  believe  that  if 


one  councilman  had  not  been  dropped  from 
Ward  9,  his  constituency  would  not  nave  cared 
one  iota  which  way  it  went,  and  he  therefore 
would  have  been  found  with  us  instead  of 
against  us. 

Mr,  Lattimore— I  don't  desire  to  prolong  this 
discussion  by  any  humble  remarks  of  mine,  be- 
cause I  believe  that  enough  has  already  been  said 
by  the  different  gentlemen  relative  to  this  very 
important  matter.  We  have  consumed  nearly 
two  hours  in  this  discussion,  to  say  nothing 
about  the  time  occupied  at  the  last  meeting, 
and,  therefore,  Mr.  President,  I  now  move  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  Short— I  hope  the  main  question  will  not 
be  put,  so  that  I  may  be  able  to  make  clear  one 
point  in  reference  to  this  argument  which  has 
caused  considerable  confusion.  It  has  been  ar- 
gued that  a  re-apportionment,  to  be  fair,  should 
be  made  on  the  actual  number  of  registered 
voters,  Those  who  claim  that  the  minority 
report  should  be  accepted  claim  that  a  reappor- 
tionment should  be  made  on  the  number  of 
legal  voters.  lam  sorry  to  say  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12,  in  an  article  written 
by  him  some  time  during  la^t  April,  made 
his  calculation  upon  the  number  of  votes 
cast  at  the  last  municipal  election.  I  wish  to 
say  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  that  in  the 
Municipal  Register,  page  173.  will  be  seen  a 
statement  that  a  reapportionment  of  the  al- 
dermen in  1879  was  based  upon  the  number  of 
legal  voters— that  is,  residents  who  are  citizens 
of  legal  age  and  otherwise  qualified  to  register 
as  voters.  Consequently  there  is  a  very  per- 
ceptible difference  in  the  argument  offered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  from  that  offered 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  both  of  whom 
claim  that  the  majority  report  should  be  ac- 
cepted. Now  our  claim  is  that  this  is  an  equita- 
ble and  fair  reapportionment,  that  it  is  based 
upon  the  number  of  legal  voters  of  the  city  of 
Boston.  With  a  sincere  hope  that  the  previous 
question  will  be  put  and  that  the  minority  re- 
port will  be  accepted,  I  will  take  my  seat. 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered. 

The  motion  to  substitute  the  minority  report 
for  that  of  the  majority  was  lost,  yeas  30,  nays  37: 

Yeas— At  wood.  Bowman,  Burr,  Carstcnsen, 
Chamberlain,  Clark,  Connolly,  Davern,  Dewey, 
Dolan,  Duggan,  Fowler,  Frost,  Ladd,  Lauten. 
Light,  McNary,  F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  Murphy, 
Norton,  C.  C.  Bowers,  E.  J.  Powers,  Sanger, 
Shaw,  Short,  Snow,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan, 
Tuttle,  Webster— 30. 

Nays  —  Barry,  Carroll,  Cochran,  Coleman. 
Coyle,  Desmond,  Dunn,  Fisher.  Fottler.  J.  Gal- 
lagher, Gomez,  Harrington.  Hayes.  Keliher, 
Kelley.  Kennedy,  Lattimore.  Leary,  Mahoney, 
iMclOiianev,  McKenna,  F.  Morison,  J.  J.  Murphy, 
W.  H.  Murphy.  Nunan,  O'Mealey,  Perkins.  Per- 
ry. Reilly,  Richards,  E.  Sulivan,  Sundberg, 
Teevens,  'iracy,  Whall,  Whitmore,  Wilson— 37. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Blume,  Foss,  P.  J.  Gal- 
lagher. Haggertv.  Thayer— 5. 

The  question  then  came  upon  the  acceptance 
of  the  majority  report- 
Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  desire  to  say  only  a  few 
words  before  the  acceptance  of  the  majority  re- 
port is  passed  upon,  fhave  no  question  in  my 
mind  but  that  the  case  of  the  minority  has  been 
made  up,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  majority 
report  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Whall— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  the 
main  question  was  the  acceptance  of  the  major- 
ity report  upon  a  motion  to  substitute  offered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  il.  The  main  ques- 
tion was  oidered  upon  a  substitute  and  of  course 
necessarily  upon  the  acceptance  of  the  majority 
report,  and  therefore  no  debate  is  in  order. 

The  President — The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

Mr.  Sanger— I  move  that  the  rule  be  sus- 
pended, so  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  22  can 
speak. 

Mr.  Whall— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  no 
motion  can  be  entertained. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

The  majority  report  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  a  reconsideration, 
hoping  it  will  not  prevail,  and  upon  that  I  call 
for  the  previous  question.  I  do  not  intend  to 
shut  off  gentleman  from  a  reasonable  time  for 
debate,  but  I  must  remind  the  Council  that  we 
have  ordered  lunch  for  a  certain  hour,  and  as 
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nothing  will  alter  the  final  vote,   I   think  we 
should  limit  the  debate. 

Mr.  Short— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  it  is 
unfair  to  bring  the  same  pressure  to  bear  to  pre- 
vent my  colleague  from  speaking  as  has  been 
brought  to  bear  to  pass  this  measure. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  do  not  see  that  any  gen- 
eral arguing  in  opposition  to  the  question  upon 
which  I  am  speaking  has  any  great  strength  to 
keep  my  mouth  shut  or  open.  I  am  under  no 
obligations  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  for 
the  privilege  of  speaking.  I  speak  according  to 
my  rights  in  this  Dody,  and  not  according  to  the 
wishes  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12.  I  trust 
that  the  majority  report  of  this  committee  will 
not  be  accepted,  and  that  the  members  of  this 
Council  will  not  consider  that  the  statements  in 
regard  to  the  apportionment  of  the  members  of 
this  Council,  as  presented  by  the  gentlemen 
from  Wards  12  and  7,  are  true  when  they  are 
false,  and  in  consideration  of  that  I  hope  the 
motion  to  reconsider  will  prevail,  in  order  not 
to  take  up  any  further  time,  and  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  desires  to  go  home  early,  and 
in  order  to  allow  members  of  this  Council  suffi- 
cient time  to  consider  whether  they  should  not 
accept  the  minority  report,  I  will  move  to  lay 
this  matter  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Whall — I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  motion  is  out  of  order. 

The  President— The  question  is.  shall  the 
main  question  be  put. 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

The  Council  refused  to  reconsider. 

Mr  Whitmore  announced,  at  the  request  of 
the  city  messenger,  that  lunch  was  ready,  and 
on  his  motion  the  Council,  at  11.25  P.M.,  took  a 
recess.    Business  was  resumed  at  12  o'clock. 

Mr.  Haggerty— Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a  ques- 
tion of  privilege.  I  was  detained  away  from  the 
Council  tonight,  and  did  not  get  here  in  time  to 
vote  upon  the  acceptance  of  the  act  for  the  re- 
apportionment of  the  members  of  the  City 
Council.  If  I  had  been  here  I  should  have  voted 
in  support  of  the  majority  report,  and  against 
the  acceptance  of  the  act. 

Mr,  Whitmore— During  the  debate  I  made  a 
statement  that  it  was  perfectly  easy,  under  the 
present  law,  to  make  a  fair  reapportionment.  I 
beg  leave  to  offer  an  order  of  that  kind,  and 
move  to  assign  it  to  the  next  meeting,  and  that 
it  be  printed. 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  petition  the  Legislature  at  its  next 
session  for  the  passage  of  an  act  to  equalize  the 
representation  of  votes  in  the  City  Council  sub- 
stantially as  proposed  in  the  draft  hereto  an- 
nexed: 

An  Act  to  Establish  Municipal  Voting  Districts 
in  the  city  of  Boston. 

Section  1.  Within  thirty  days  from  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  the  Board  of  Registrars  of  Vot- 
ers of  the  city  of  Boston  shall  proceed  to  re- 
assign the  boundaries  of  the  precincts  of  the 
several  wards  of  said  city,  so  that  eacli  precinct 
of  a  ward  shall  contain  as  nearly  as  possible  its 
equal  proportion  of  the  registered  voters  of  said 
ward  as  recorded  at  the  municipal  election  in 
said  city  in  1887;  provided  that  the  boundaries  of 
such  precincts  shall,  as  far  as  possible,  be  the 
centre  lines  of  known  streets  or  ways.  All  such 
precincts  shall  be  numbered  continuously. 

Sec.  2.  The  several  wards  shall  be  entitled  to 
the  number  of  precincts  respectively,  herein 
named,  viz: 

Ward  1 5  Precincts  i  Ward  14 5  Precincts 


10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 


15 

4 

16  ... 
17 

,...4 
4 

18 

4 

19 

4 

20.... 

5 

21 

22 

4 

23.... 

5 

24 

6 

25.... 

....3 

Making  in  all  108  precincts. 

Sec.  3.  As  soon  as  the  said  Board  of  Registrars 
of  Voters  has  completed  the  said  location  and 
assignment  of  such  precinct,  it  shall  notify  the 
city  clerk  and  furnish  him  with  a  certified  copy 
of  its  doings.  He  shall  then  forthwith  convene 
a  board  to  consist  of  so  many  of  the  ex-mayors 
of  the  city  of  Boston  as  shall  consent  to  serve, 
and  he  shall  act  as  secretary  of  such  board.  All 
meetings  of  such  board  shall  be  held  in  City  Hall, 
and  a  majority  of  the  number  occepting  office 


shall  be  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  busi- 
ness. They  shall  have  access  to  all  papers 
necessary  for  their  work,  and  shall  communi- 
cate their  decisions  by  their  secretary  to  either 
branch  of  the  City  Council. 

Sec.  4.  The  said  board  shall  forthwith  pro- 
ceed to  establish  and  designate  municipal  dis- 
tricts, each  of  which  shall  consist  of  three 
precincts,  whereof  one  shall  be  in  some 
portion  continuous  with  each  of  the  other 
two.  But  the  precincts  in  East  Bos- 
ton, Charlestown,  Dorchester,  and  Brighton 
shall  respectively  be  arranged  in  districts,  as 
shall  those  in  South  Boston,  with  the  addition 
of  one  adjacent  precinct  in  Ward  20. 

Each  of  said  36  municipal  districts  shall  re- 
ceive a  continuous  number,  and  shall  be  en- 
titled to  elect  two  members  of  the  Common 
Council. 

The  said  board  after  establishing  the  said 
municipal  districts  shall  proceed  to  estabish 
twelve  [eighteen]  aldermanic  districts,  each  of 
which  shall  consist  of  three  [two]  contiguous 
municipal  districts;  and  each  aldermanic  dis- 
trict shall  elect  one  member  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen. 

Sec.  5,  All  necessary  and  reasonable  expenses 
of  said  board  incurred  in  the  performance  of  its 
duty  shall  be  paid  by  the  city  of  Boston,  and  the_ 
board  may  include  t  herein  such  compensation 
for  its  services  as  it  deems  proper.  The  City 
Council  may  vote  a  suitable  compensation  to 
the  members  of  said  board  if  they  do  not  assess 
any  amount  themselves. 

Sec.  6.  Wherever  the  words  "ward"  or 
"wards"  occur  in  any  statute  relating  to  the 
election  of  the  City  Council,  or  either  branch 
thereof,  or  of  any  officer  of  the  city  of  Boston,  or 
to  the  qualifications  of  the  candidate  or  of  the 
voters  at  any  municipal  election  in  said  city,  the 
same  shall  be  superseded  by  the  terms  "munici- 
pal district"  or  "aldermanic  district,"  as  used 
in  this  act,  as  shall  be  appropriate  to  the  object 
of  such  enactment. 

See.  7.  Whenever  at  any  election  the  return  of 
the  votes  in  any  precinct  shall  be  found  to  be  de- 
fective or  illegal  from  any  fraud,  error  or  omis- 
sion, the  Board  of  Aldermen  shall  issue  their 
warrant  for  a  new  election  in  such  precinct  with- 
in two  weeks  from  the  time  when  such  return 
is  declared  by  theinto  be  so  defective  or  illegal. 
The  votes  received  in  such  precinct  at  each  sup- 
plementary election  shall  then  be  added  to  the 
votes  already  cast  in  the  other  precincts  consti- 
tuting the  municipal  district,  and  the  result  de- 
clared as  if  all  such  voting  had  taken  place  at 
the  same  time. 

The  motion  to  assign  and  print  prevailed. 

PAVING  EMPLOYEES    ON    A    PERMANENT    BASIS. 

Mr.  Gomez  called  up  the  special  assignment , 
viz.: 

Order,  that  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  instruct  the  superintendent  of  streets  to 
place  the  present  force  of  laborers  and  me- 
chanics in  the  Paving  Department  upon  -a  per- 
manent basis  at  a  yearly  salary  of  $626  for  la- 
borers and  §929  for  mechanics. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  object  to  its  being  called  up  now. 

The  President— It  is  a  special  assignment  and 
it  is  in  order  to  call  it  up  now. 

Mr.  Gomez— I  wish  to  make  an  amendment. 
Where  it  says  $929  I  wish  to  have  it  read  §939. 
The  original  order  was  so  written,  and  it  got 
changed  by  the  type  writer. 

The  question  was  on  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Gomez— I  suppose  that  in  speaking  to  the 
amendment  I  may  be  allowed  to  speak  upon  the 
entire  subject.  It  is  a  late  hour,  and  this  meas- 
ure as  it  stands  may  not  receive  the  debate  that 
such  a  measure  ought  to  have,  were  it  not  for 
the  lateness  of  the  hour.  But,  nevertheless,  I 
feel  that  the  order  is  a  good  one,  and  that  I  must 
at  this  moment  offer  my  reasons  for  presenting 
it,  and  my  reasons  why  I  think  it  ought  to  pass 
as  amended.  This  matter  is  not  presented  at 
this  time  for  the  mere  purpose  of  political  bun- 
combe, because  the  subject  was  first  broached  in 
this  Council  on  the  17th  of  January  of  this  year. 
It  went  through  a  number  of  different  stages,  as 
will  be  found  in  the  index  of  the  proceedings  on 
page  69.  At  that  time  an  order  was  introduced 
requesting  the  superintendent  of  streets  to  re- 
port if  the  piacing  of  the  department  on  a  per- 
manent basis  would  be  expedient.  At  that  time 
his  funds  were  low  and  he  replied  in  the  nega- 
tive. After  that  half  a  dozen  different  orders 
were  presented  to  the  government  in  various 
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shades,  and  all  through  the  year  they  have  been 
more  or  less  discussed,  and  a  number  of  these 
orders  have  been  passed  by  both  branches  of  the 
city  government ;  but  on  account  of  some  irre- 
gularity in  the  forms  in  which  they  were  pre- 
sented, the  corporation  counsel  decided  that 
the  mayor  could  not  sign  them,  or  that  the 
city  government  had  no  authority  to  fix  salar- 
ies, and  they  were  therefore  killed,  or  at  all 
events,  they  produced  no  results.  Now,  I  am 
not  offering  this  order  at  present  of  my  own 
volition.  It  is  not  as  if  I  was  looking  for  politi- 
cal preferment,  and  drew  up  this  order  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  any  more  favor  among  the 
people  whom  I  represent  than  I  have.  But  I 
present  it  because  a  delegation  of  men  from  the 
Paving  Assembly  of  the  Knights  of  Labor  of  the 
city  of  Boston  came  to  me  and  asked  me  to  do 
this,  and  asked  me  if  I  would  devote  a  little 
time  and  look  into  the  subject,  and  see  if  a 
method  could  be  reached  that  would  be  legal, 
and  that  the  corporation  counsel  could  not  veto, 
or  give  the  mayor  opportunity  to  veto.  At  their 
request  I  spent  some  time  upon  the  matter.  I 
went  to  a  legal  gentleman  in  the  city  of  Boston 
and  paid  him  from  my  own  pocket  a  small  fee 
to  examine  the  charter  and  see  if  this  thing 
could  not  be  reached  in  a  legal  way,  and  to  let 
me  know  if  I  was  in  the  right  path. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order  that  the 
question  before  the  house  is  the  amendment  to 
change  29  to  39,  and  the  gentleman  is  not  speak- 
ing to  the  question  before  the  house. 

The  President— The  gentleman  will  confine 
himself  to  the  question. 

Mr.  Gomez— Then,  before  I  proceed  any  fur- 
ther, I  am  perfectly  willing  to  let  this  thing 
come  to  a  vote,  and  see  if  the  amendment  shall 
be  made,  for  I  see  no  reason  why  it  should  not 
be  carried ;  and  then  I  hope  I  shall  be  allowed  to 
show  this  Council  the  facts  and  figures  which  I 
have  for  placing  the  Paving  Department  upon 
a  permanent  basis,  and  to  show  that  it  will  be  a 
good  thing  for  the  city  of  Boston,  and  not  the 
mere  claptrap  and  buncombe  wliich  the  gentle- 
men are  so  ready  to  say  of  all  orders  of  this  kind 
wnen  they  are  presented  here.  I  therefore  sub- 
mit to  be  called  to  order  by  my  friend  from 
Ward  10,  and  trust  that  at  least  the  amendment 
will  be  passed  unanimously,  and  that  afterwards 
I  may  be  allowed  an  opportunity  to  present  my 
case. 

Mr.  Ladd— This  matter  has  not  been  consid- 
ered by  a  committee.  No  committee  has  yet 
considered  the  matter.  It  is  proper  that  a  mat- 
ter of  such  importance  should  be  considered  by 
a  committee.  I  therefore  move  that  this  whole 
matter  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Mr.  Gomez— I  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Whall — I  hope  the  main  question  will 
not  be  put,  and  that  the  order  will  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Despite  the  as- 
surance of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  13, 1  look 
upon  this  order  as  electioneering  claptrap.  With 
all  due  respect  to  the  laboring  men,  I  believe 
they  have  no  cause  to  complain  of  what  has  been 
done  for  them  by  the  Common  Council  of  1887. 
We  have  done  for  them  as  much  as  they  could 
reasonably  expeet.  This  matter  has  been  be- 
fore the  superintendents  of  the  various  depart- 
ments several  months,  and  they  reported  that  it 
was  not  advisable.  I  do  not  believe,  it  is  advi- 
sable, and  for  another  reason  which  the  gentle- 
man himself,  as  a  friend  of  the  laboring  men, 
will  see.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  for  these 
men  to  receive  their  pay  once  a  week.  Now,  if 
you  give  them  a  yearly  salary  you  are  not  bound 
to  pay  them  once  a  week. 

Mr.  Gomez — I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  the 
gentleman  is  not  speaking  to  the  question, which 
is— 

Mr.  Whall — I  was  giving  my  reason  why  the 
main  question  should  not  be  put, 

Mr.  Gomez — I  have  not  heard  him  mention 
the  main  question  once.  He  is  merely  giving 
me  some  reason  why — 

Mr.  Whall— I  say  the  main  question  should 
not  bo  ordered  because  it  will  cutoff  the  motion 
to  refer.  If  there  is  any  merit  in  the  matter  we 
ought  to  find  it.  If  the  order  is  pressed  to  a  vote 
tonight  I  shall  have  to  vote  against  it,  although 
I  am  a  Democrat,  and  other  Democrats  will  be 
put  in  the  same  position.  But  we  dislike  to  be 
put  into  a  corner.  If  it  is  pressed  tonight  we 
will  be  put  in  a  position  antagonistic  to  the  ma- 
jority ot  our  constituents.  I  am  not  opposed  to 
the  laboring  classes.  I  am  of  them  and  have 
been  with  them ;  have  fought  for  them  here  in 


this  chamber  for  the  last  two  years.  But  I  don't 
want  to  commit  ourselves  to  a  policy  that  we  do 
not  know  is  good  for  the  laboring  classes  of  the 
city.  The  reason  I  allege  why  the  main  question 
should  not  be  put  is  that  we  stand  in  this  posi- 
tion, and  the  gentleman  is  entirely  forgetful  of 
the  fact  that  if  we  change  the  laborers  from 
weekly  to  yearly  employees  we  can  refuse  to  pay 
them  weekly  whenever  we  please.  The  weekly 
payment  act  only  covers  those  persons  who  are 
hired  by  the  week.  If  Ave  hire  them  by  a  yearly 
salary  we  are  not  bound  to  pay  them  except  once 
a  year.  I  do  not  say  we  will  do  it.  In  some  of 
the  departments  where  the  funds  run  short  the 
city  might  take  advantage  of  its  rights  and  pay 
them  yearly. 

Mr.  Short— When  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
13  introduced  the  order  and  undertook  to  speak 
upon  the  matter,  his  amendment  was  merely 
correcting  a  typographical  error.  After  the 
amendment  was  spoken  upon  for  a  few  moments 
he  gave  us  reasons  why  this  order  should  pass, 
and  the  gentleman  took  advantage  of  the  fact 
that  the  amendment  was  not  adopted  and  cut 
him  off  upon  a  point  of  order,  and  in  defence 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  13  had  to  move  the 
previous  question.  Now,  I  think  that  in  cour- 
tesy he  should  have  an  opportunity  to  explain 
the  order,  and  I  think  the  motion  for  the  main 
question  should  be  withdrawn,  and  also  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10. 

Mr.  Whitm<  ire— I  hope  the  main  question  will 
not  be  put,  because  it  seems  to  me  this  is  a 
matter  which  ought  to  go  to  a  committee.  The 
pending  order  is  one  which  is  ill-advised|in  many 
respects.  Two  or  three  days  ago  one  of  my 
constituents  came  to  me  and  asked  if  I  had  seen 
this  order,  and  what  I  thought  of  it.  I  told  him 
then  exactly  what  I  say  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  13 ;  it  is  a  most  ill-advised  order  at  the 
present  time ;  it  is  most  ill-advised  for  any 
gentleman  to  put  in  on  his  own  responsi- 
bility. Let  it  be  considered  by  a  committee, 
and  "let  them  come  in  here  with  a  report 
and  tell  us  what  it  will  cost  and  how  it  is  going 
to  affect  the  laboring  man.  Gentlemen  will  see 
that  this  order  is  so  that  the  superintendent 
shall  put  the  present  force  upon  a  permanent 
basis  at  a  yearly  salary  of  $939.  Now,  sir,  the 
gentleman  may  know,  but  I  don't,  and  I  want 
to  know  officially  how  many  men  are  at  present 
on  the  payrolls.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  pay- 
rolls are  very  large  at  the  present  time.  This  is 
the  time  of  the  year  when  they  are  finishing  up 
the  work  before  winter,  and  1  have  no  aoubt 
that  the  number  of  persons  on  the  payrolls  is 
larger  than  the  average  number  carried  through 
the  year.  Now,  if  you  start  with  the  idea  of 
having  five  or  six  hundred  or  a  thousand  men 
employed  at  a  yearly  salary  you  are  entering 
upon  a  very  big  thing.  I  decline  to  take  the 
word  of  any  one  gentleman  so  long  as  there  is 
the  usual  and  customary  way  of  finding  out 
Let  it  go  to  a  committee  and  tell  them  tell  us 
what  be  the  effect  of  that  order.  Then  I  want 
some  one  who  is  going  to  defend  that  bill 
tell  me  how  the  workingmen  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton are  going  to  bo  benefited  by  having  a  small 
number  of  their  class  put  upon  a  small  yearly 
salary.  As  I  understand  it,  the  order  cuts  off 
all  the  extra  men,  cuts  off  all  power  of  the  su- 
perintendent to  divide  up  the  work  so  that  one 
man  will  get  a  month's  work,  and  another  man 
get  a  month's  work,  and  so  on  The  amendment 
made  puts  all  the  money  into  the  hands  of  a  few 
men,  and  I  will  not  vote  for  it  until  some  one 
comes  in  here  and  gives  a  correct  statement  of 
what  the  effect  is  to  be  on  the  finances  of  the 
city  and  upon  those  who  are  employed  a  portion 
of  the  time  by  the  Paving  Department  J  hope 
the  reference  will  be  carried. 

Mr.  Frost^I  hope  that  the  motion  will  not  be 
put,  and  that  the  subject  will  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  lias  explained  the  matter  very  satisfac- 
torily to  my  mind,  showing  the  danger  of  passing 
such  an  order  as  this  at  this  time. 

Mr.  McNary— I,  for  one.  hope  the  main  ques- 
tion will  be  put,  because  I  consider  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  13,  who  introduced  the  order 
has  not  had  an  opportunity  to  express  his  opin- 
ion upon  the  subject  and  give  us  his  informa- 
tion. The  gentleman  was  cut  off  by  making  a 
small,  trivial  amendment,  and  before  he  had  an 
opportunity  to  present  his  reasons  for  the  faith 
that  is  in  him,  and  before  he  could  make  any 
argument  upon  the  main  question,  the  motion 
to  refer  was  made.    I  think  it  is  not  fair  to  the 
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gentleman  himself  nor  to  the  laboring  men  of 
the  city  to  choke  off  discussion  upon  an  order 
like  this.  While  the  order  is  on  the  cal- 
endar I  think  it  is  worth  discussing,  and 
even  if  we  don't  wish  to  pass  it  we  can  refer 
it  to  a  committee  later  in  the  evening.  The 
gentleman  should  have  the  opportunity  to  dis- 
cuss and  explain  the  order.  If  he  has  good, 
solid,  substantial  reasons  for  his  opinion  why 
this  order  should  pass,  then  he  should  nave  an 
opportunity  to  present  them  to  the  Council,  but 
if  the  majority  of  the  Council  are  convinced 
that  they  are  not  proper  reasons  and  that  the 
order  is  not  a  proper  subject  for  action  at  this 
time,  they  can  so  decide.  I  desire  the  main 
question  ordered,  so  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  13  may  present  his  reasons  and  financial 
statements  showing  how  it  would  affect  the 
laboring  men  and  the  city.  Then  if  the  Council 
feels  that  it  should  go  to  a  committee  why  send 
it  there.  But  until  the  gentleman  has  had  that 
opportunity  I  hope  the  debate  will  not  be  cut 
off.    I  hope  the  main  question  will  be  ordered. 

Mr.  Richards— I  hope  the  main  question  will 
not  be  put,  because  it  will  cut  off  the  reference 
to  a  committee.  The  attention  of  the  Council 
has  been  taken  up  by  an  engrossing  subject 
which  has  been  settled,  and  I  am  sure  many  of  us 
have  not  had  time  to  give  the  attention  to  the 
subject  which  it  deserves,  and  only  after  we 
have  had  the  report  of  a  committee  can  we 
understand  the  subject. 

Mr.  C.  C.  Powers— I  hope  the  main  question 
will  be  put.  I  think  this  order  should  be  killed 
here  and  now.  It  will  take  only  a  few  minutes 
to  kill  it  if  it  is  understood  now.  I  think  that 
after  a  few  minutes'  discussion  it  will  be  killed, 

Mr.  Lbart— I  hope  the  main  question  will  be 
put  and  the  order  passed.  I  think  that  is  a 
proper  disposition  of  it.  We  should  instruct  the 
superintendent  of  the  Paving  Department  to 
put  these  men  on  a  permanent  basis,  and  if  the 
superintendent  can't  do  it  he  will  have  to  send 
back  word  to  this  Council  giving  the  reasons 
why  he  can't  do  it.  Now  I  have  no  doubt  my 
colleague  possesses  many  facts  to  show  why  this 
should  be  done  I  have  in  my  own  mind  a  con- 
siderable number  of  reasons  why  this  should  be 
done.  The  idea  is  that  when  we  pass  an  order 
to  make  an  appropriation  or  to  pave  a  street  in 
all  probability  costing  §15,000  or  $16,000,  many 
times  I  have  seen  not  more  than  20  or  30  men 
employed  upon  that  street ;  the  contractors  evi- 
dently get  everything  that  we  appropriate.  I 
think  some  of  us  ought  to  make  an  effort  to 
utilize  the  laboring  men  of  the  city  more  than 
we  do,  and  to  endeavor  to  prevent  so  much  of 
the  money  that  we  appropriate  from  going  into 
the  hands  of  the  contractors. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McNary,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered. 

The  main  question  was  ordered ;  yeas  43,  nays 
21. 

Yeas— Barry,  Carroll,  Cochran,  Coleman,  Con- 
nolly, Coyle,  Dolan,  Duggan,  Dunn,  Fisher, 
Foss,  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Haggerty,  Harring- 
ton, Hayes,  Keliher.  Kelley,  Kennedy.  Leary, 
Light,  Mahoney.  McEnaney,  McKenna,  McNary, 
J.  Murphy,  J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Nu- 
nan,  O'Mealey,  Perry,  C.C.  Powers,  E.J.  Powers, 
Reilly,  Shaw,  Short,  Snow,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R. 
Sullivan,  Sundberg.  Teevens,  Tracy,  Tuttle— 
43. 

Nays— Atwood,  Bowman,  Burr,  Carstensen, 
Clark,  Dewey,  Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost,  Ladd, 
Lattimore,  F.  Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison,  Perkins, 
Richards,  Sanger,  E.  Sullivan,  Webster,  Whall, 
Whitmore,  Wilson — 21. 

Absent  i.r  not  voting— Blume,  Chamberlain, 
Davern,  Desmond,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Lauten,  Nor- 
ton, Thayer— 8. 

The  amendment  of  Mi'.  Gomez  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Fowler— I  move  that  the  Council  do  now 
adjourn. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  motion  cannot  be  entertained  at  the  present 
time. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

Mr.  Sanger— I  move  that  order  No.  44  in  the 
calendar  be  taken  up  and  acted  on. 

The  President— We  have  not  yet  finished 
this  order.  The  question  is  upon  the  giving  tbe 
order  as  amended  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wilson — I  trust  this  order  will  not  be  put 
upon  its  second  reading  at  this  time.  I  think 
the  gentlemen  have  had  ample  opportunity  for 
making  a  full  explanation  at  this  time.  • 


Mr.  Whitmore— I  raise  the  point  of  order.  As 
I  understand,  the  main  question  was  moved  not 
on  the  amendment  alone,  as  might  have  been 
done,  but  simply  on  the  main  question,  and  that 
carried  it  back  to  the  second  reading  of  the  or- 
der, and  therefore  no  debate  and  no  motion  can 
be  entertained  at  this  time. 

The  President— The  question  is  upon  giving 
the  order  as  amended  a  second  reading. 

The  order  was  declared  ordered  to  a  second 
reading.  Mr.  Frost  doubted  the  vote  and  the 
Council  was  divided,  36  in  favor  and  24  against, 
and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  put 
upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Gomez — Mr.  President  and  gentlemen,  I 
hope  that  at  this  time  this  order  will  be  allowed 
to  pass,  and  that  no  reference  to  any  committee 
will  be  made,  for  the  simple  reason  that  the 
matter  has  been  before  committees  all  through 
the  year,  as  I  find  by  the  index  here;  and, 
in  addition  to  that,  that  this  order  once 
went  before  the  superintendent  of  streets, 
and  he  reported  inexpedient  in  the  first 
of  the  year,  when  he  had  no  money,  and 
since  that  it  has  gone  through  various  nhases 
and  gone  to  the  paving  and  other  committees, 
and  been  reported  back  favorably  to  this  Coun- 
cil and  passed,  and,  as  I  said  before,  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  corporation  counsel  and  received 
a  black  eye  from  him  simply  because  the  order 
had  been  in  bad  form  and  was  not  properly  in- 
troduced. This  Council  has  passed  several  or- 
ders that  this  department  shall  be  placed  upon  a 
permanent  basis.  This  order  is  to  have  the 
mayor  go  to  the  superintendent  of  streets 
and  do  a  certain  thing.  The  obstacle  that  faces 
us  in  this  matter  is  simply  the  amount  of  money. 
The  superintendent  of  streets  tells  us  that  the 
amount  of  money  we  have  appropriated  for  his 
department,  and  considering  the  amount  that 
has  been  expended  from  that,  there  is  no  money 
to  continue  things  in  operation  under  such  a 
system.  If  this  order  receives  the  sanction  of 
the  mayor  and  goes  to  the  superintendent  of 
streets,  it  can  be  very  easily  arranged  to  go  into 
effect  on  the  1st  of  January,  and  the  men  will  be 
well  pleased.  In  regard  to  the  amount  of  money 
required,  I  find  that  about  §150,000  will  support 
the  Street  Department  under  such  a  sy^-tern  as 
this  from  the  1st  of  January  onward.  I  also 
find  that  the  Street  Department  has  $80,0  0 
appropriated  to  expend  after  the  1st  of 
January,  and  there  is  an  additional  $50,000 
to  be  used  in  removing  snow,  and  lately 
a  transfer  of  $9000  has  been  made,  which 
makes  the  deficiency  a  little  over  $10,000  to 
place  the  department  upon  a  permanent  basis 
from  the  1st  of  January— a  very  small  amount 
of  money.  To  look  at  this  thing  at  first  one 
would  consider  it  would  take  a  small  fortune 
to  place  that  department  upon  a  permanent 
basis.  The  amonnt  of  money  required  to  do  so 
from  the  1st  of  January,  less  $10,000,  is  already 
appropriated.  I  believe  that  after  the  1st  of 
January  there  will  be  money  enough  found  or 
some  transfer  can  be  made  to  make  up  the 
$10,000.  That  is  all  that  is  necessary.  The  Paving 
Department  does  not  amount  to  anything  like 
800  or  1000  men  as  was  first  estimated  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12.  AVe  have  today  574  men 
at  $2  a  day.  These  are  the  only  laboring  men  in 
the  department  today,  and  they  have  been  doing 
work  through  the  year.  This  department 
has  been  at  work,  right  along  with  men  13 
miles  apart.  When  you  begin  to  scatter 
574  men  over  an  area  of  13  miles  in  length  and 
breadth  you  don't  have  any  such  extravagant 
force  as  will  appear  at  first  blush.  The  amount 
of  money  required  for  574  men  at  $2  a  day  for  306 
working  days  amounts  to  $350,000  for  the  entire 
year.  There  are  125  mechanics  at  $3  a  day, 
which  includes  patch  pavers,  .carpenters,  black- 
smiths, sub-foremen,  oneSharnessmaker,  and  all 
amount  in  the  course  of  the  year  to  $104,000. 
Your  salary  list  for  the  entire  year  for  labor, 
skilled  and  unskilled, is  $450,000.and  your  salaries 
for  office  clerk  hire  and  all  amounts  to  no  more 
than  $25,000.  That  includes  office  expenses,  all 
the  office  salaries,  stationery,  telephones,  etc. 
With  all  this  labor  and  running  expenses 
of  the  office  it  amounts  to  a  total  of  $4S0.000. 
Now  every  year  when  the  superintendent 
is  making  up  his  estimates  he  knows  how  much 
of  that  salary  list  is  required  for  office  expenses. 
He  knows  how  much  money  he  wants  for  mate- 
rial, because  in  the  appendix  to  the  mayor's  in- 
augural the  superintendent  states  that  the  ex- 
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penses  for  material  and  teaming  are  only  $197,- 
000.  That  added  to  the  $4S0,000  will  not  average 
much  more  than  the  $700,000  he  asks  for.  Be- 
sides this,  if  money  is  needed  for  any  special 
purpose  like  the  finishing  up  of  Humboldt  or 
Massachusetts  avenue,  there  are  special  appro- 
priations. As  it  is  now  he  comes  to  the  city  gov- 
ernment, not  knowing  how  many  men  he  is 
going  to  employ,  not  knowing  how  much  work 
is  laid  out,  but  lie  does  it  all  at  guess  work,  be- 
cause he  knows  his  figures  are  going  to  be  cut 
down  and  trimmed,  and  he  asks  for  $1,500,000, 
This  year  I  believe  he  asks  for  $1,700,000 
and  some  odd  dollars.  With  the  Paving  Depart- 
ment upon  a  permanent  basis  the  superin- 
tendent of  streets  will  know  just  "what 
amount  of  money  he  wants  for  his  salary 
list,  what  he  wants  for  running  expenses, 
what  amount  will  be  required  for  special 
streets  that  are  to  be  laid  out,  and  when 
you  come  to  size  it  down,  it  will  be  so 
many  men  at  so  much  a  day,  as  I  have  given  it 
here,  and  it  does  not  come  to  any  such  fanciful 
figures  as  you  would  think  it  would  from  a 
casual  glance.  Five  hundred  and  seventy-four 
laborers  at  $2  a  day,  and  125  men  at  $3  a  day, 
making  the  699  men,  the  entire  force  of  the 
Street  Department  today,  and  the  salary  bill 
will  come  to  $450,000.  His  expenses  for  plans 
and  material  do  not  come  to  $200,000,  and  yet 
the  department  comes  to  us  every  year  and  asks 
for  more  money  than  that.  He  does  not 
keep  his  department  employed  more  than 
about  one  half  the  time,  except  about  five 
months  of  the  year.  Yet  he  expends  all  this 
money  just  the  same.  The  first  question  that 
might  present  itself  is,  Where  does  this  money 
go?  I  do  not  mean  to  reflect  upon  the  superin- 
tendent or  his  department,— I  think  the  gentle- 
man is  doing  the  best  he  can.  But  I  think  the 
system  is  wrong.  I  think  the  system  of  dealing 
with  contractors,  buying  material  that  the  city 
should  make  itself,  is  where  the  leakage  comes 
and  takes  up  this  great  amount  of  money,  and 
causes  these  men  to  be  placed  on  half  time. 
The  city  of  Boston  has  today  three  splendid 
pieces  of  machinery  costing  almost  $50,000 
apiece,  and  all  last  winter  these  machines  stood 
out  on  the  Humboldt-avenue  ledge,  the  Wash- 
ington-street ledge,  and  the  Codrnan-avenue 
ledge,  and  remained  there  not  in  use,  while 
the  department  went  out  to  Waltham  and 
bought  and  crushed  stone  and  brought  it  down 
on  the  Fitchburg  railroad,  loaded  it  in  lighters 
and  carried  it  to  one  of  the  South  Boston  docks, 
handling  it  three  times  before  it  reached  the 
department.  That  is  where  the  leakage  comes. 
As  I  understand  from  the  gentleman  on  my  left 
there  is  a  stone-crusher  in  East  Boston,  and  I 
suppose  that  one  has  been  used,  although  I 
don't  speak  knowingly  upon  that  point.  The 
city  of  Boston  can  use  these  men  to  advantage 
in  crushing  its  own  stone  and  use  the  machinery  . 
which  it  has  bought  and  paid  so  much  money  ' 
for.  I  understand  that  every  day  in  the  year 
there  are  old  flags,  old  cobble-stones,  stones 
from  the  streets  that  are  being  repaved,  at  least 
four  cartloads  a  day.  laid  aside  from  repair  work, 
that  could  be  put  into  this  machinery  and  one 
hundred  teams  a  day  could  be  employed  if  an 
attempt  was  made  to  lork  out  for  this  stone 
around  Boston  and  it  could  be  put  into  the  ma- 
chinery, and  the  department  would  not  have  to 
go  to  Waltham  to  buy  this  material.  I  claim 
that  the  amount  of  money  which  is  being  paid 
to  contractors  for  this  material  that  we  have 
right  here  in  the  city  should  be  paid  to  the  men 
in  the  department  who  are  working  citizens  of 
Boston,  and  that  it  should  not  be  paid  to  con- 
tractors or  owners  of  granite  quarries.  The 
E  lacing  of  this  department  on  a  permanent 
asis  may  appear  to  be  a  political  scheme,  as 
my  friend  from  Ward  7  puts  it,  or  as  my  friend 
from  Ward  11  says  this  is  not  the  time  to  intro- 
duce such  an  order.  Gentlemen,  I  think  that 
this  is  the  lime  to  introduce  the  order,  if  this 
thing  is  ever  going  to  be  done.  These  men  have 
Ween  coquetted  with  ever  since  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary, and  if  anything  is  ever  going  to  be  done 
it  should  lie  done  at  an  early  day.  The  political 
complexion  of  this  matter  is  reflected  from  the 
approaching  election.  These  men  have  in- 
terests at  stake,  but  there  is  nothing  in  it 
for  me.  I  have  been  requested  to  come  here 
and  present  their  case  and  I  propose  to  do  it. 
JNow,  as  I  was  about  to  say  a  moment  ago,  it 
may  appear  at  a  casual  glance  to  be  a  tremen- 
dous project  to  put  the  Street  Department  upon 
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a  permanent  basis.  The  Lamp  Department  and 
the  Health  Department  are  both  on  a  perma- 
nent basis.  The  Health  Department  pays  $345,- 
480  for  labor  permanently  employed,  and  in  ad- 
dition to  that  $12,883  for  some  skilled  labor 
specially  emploved.  Those  figures  are  within 
the  amount  required  to  place  the  Paving  De- 
partment upon  a  permanent  basis  within  some- 
thing less  than  $100,000.  Now  we  might 
say  that  $100,000  is  a  big  amount  of  money, 
and  why  should  we  appropriate  such  a  large 
sum  for  this  purpose.  The  laborer  in  the 
Street  Department  is  a  man  who  is  contin- 
ually improving.  His  work  increases  the  val- 
uation of  property  in  Boston.  There  is  not 
a  street  laid  out  or  repaired,  not  a  bit  of  work 
done  upon  the  streets,  that  does  not  increase 
the  valuation  of  the  city.  It  is  a  matter  of  pub- 
lic improvement  all  the  time,  and  these  men 
can  find  work  all  through  the  year.  This  is  a 
question  which  may  be  brought  up  and  suggest- 
ed as  a  reason  why  the  thing  should  not  be  done, 
that  work  should  not  be  found  for  this  depart- 
ment all  through  the  year.  Cannot  you  gentle- 
men see  at  once  that  if  the  department  has  699 
men  spread  over  an  area  13  miles  square, 
when  you  come  to  scatter  them  all  over  that 
area  you  will  find  it  is  not  such  a  large  depart- 
ment. In  the  winter  months  you  can  use  these 
men  upon  the  streets  and  do  more  clearing 
away  the  snow  than  ever  was  done  before.  We 
continually  hear  from  the  taxpayers  and  peo- 
ple in  general  that  our  streets  are  neglected  in 
winter.  If  the  department  was  on  a  permanent 
basis  our  streets  would  not  be  neglected.  Mr. 
McDonald  says  be  can  have  enough  for  them  to 
do  in  winter.  When  the  removal  of  snow  stops 
they  can  be  used  to  make  material  to  be  used 
during  the  following  year.  I  understand  from 
the  superintendent  that  they  could  make 
enough  material  to  use  during  the  coming  sum- 
mer. So  it  is  not  too  many  men  to  keep  em- 
oloved.  We  have  two  or  three  yards  with  sheds 
built  to  accommodate  250  or  260  men.  Those 
sheds  are  going  to  pieces,  and  still  the 
city  paid  a  good  sum  for  them,  and  yet 
the  money  that  should  be  paid  to  the 
men  to  make  material  in  those  sheds  — 
crushed  stone,  &c. — is  sent  away  to  contractors, 
and  the  material  is  bought.  Ihese  men  in  the 
department  have  a  right  to  find  fault;  they 
have  a  good  right  to  kick  when  they  see  money 
appropriated  by  the  city  government  to  the 
Street  Department  rolling  out  in  another  direc- 
tion, especially  if  it  is  going  to  non-1  axpayers, 

Mr.  Fowler— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  gentleman's  15  minutes  have  more  than  one 
minute  exmrea. 

The  President— The  gentleman  from  Ward 
13  has  just  one  minute  left. 

Mr.  Short — I  move  that  the  time  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  13  be  extended. 

Mr.  Fowler— I  object. 

The  President— The  gentleman's  time  has 
not  expired.  Mr.  Gomez  of  Ward  13  has  the 
floor. 

Mr.  Gomez— I  have  endeavored  to  show  you 
that  the  amount  of  money  is  not  so  large,  for 
this  thing  as  may  appear.  If  the  "objection  is 
that  there  is  not  money  enough  for  the  men  to 
go  to  work  permanently  on  the  first  of  January, 
that  objection  must  fall  flat  because  there  is 
that  amount  of  money  there  within  $10,000,  and 
I  believe .that  the  Gity  Council  can  take  care  of 
that  amount  between  the  present  time  and  such 
time  as  the  shortness  of  the  funds  will  occur. 
Next  year,  when  this  department  will  be  placed 
upon  a  permanent  basis,  the  superintendent  of 
streets  can  come  in  here— 

The  President— The  gentleman's  time  has 
expired. 

Mr.  Whall — Again  I  attempt  to  assume  what 
will  be  a  profitless  task.  Again  I  attempt  to 
sound  the  note  of  warning  to  my  party  asso- 
ciates. Did  I  not  know  the  origin  of  this  meas- 
ure, did  I  not  know  the  prime  movers  in  it,  I 
should  exclaim  that  some  enemy  has  done  this 
thing.  If  you  want  1o  load  down  the  Democratic 
party  and  its  candidate  in  the  next  election  ;  if 
you  want  to  add  additional  arguments  to  those 
who  assume  a  great  many  for  defeating  your 
party  and  your  candidate,  pass  this  thing  to- 
night and  pass  it  at  once.  I  object  not  to  the 
subject  matter  of  the  order,  but  i  object  to  pass- 
ing it  through  this  body  at  this  time.  Not  a 
man  on  this  floor  would  be  more  glad  to  see  the 
Paving  Department  placed  on  a  permanent 
basis  than  I  would  if  it  could  be  done  witli 
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due  regard  to  the  interests  of  trie  city  and  with 
respect  and  justice  to  the  employees.  But 
how  are  we  proceeding?  If  we  pass  this  meas- 
ure tonight,  is  our  action  such  as  will  commend 
us  to  the  thinking  citizens  of  Boston?  Here  we 
have  a  measure  upon  which  we  had  adverse  re  ■ 
ports  right  along.  The  superintendent  of  streets 
said  it  could  not  be  done.  The  committee  re- 
ported inexpedient.  Would  he  have  the  audac- 
ity to  tell  us  that  the  thing  is  impossible— im- 
practicable, if  it  were  not  so?  What  do  you 
propose  to  do  tonight?  Rush  it  through  at  the 
say-so  of  one  member  who  has  examined  the 
facts?  I  do  not  doubt  the  gentleman  is  satisfied 
with  the  conclusions  to  which  his  facts  have 
led  him.  But  I  am  not  satisfied,  and  I  have 
grave  doubts  if  there  are  many  here  who  voted 
for  the  previous  question  who  have  examined 
the  question  and  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
except  upon  the  gentleman's  idea,  that 
they  would  like  to  see  the  thing  done. 
There  are  lots  of  things  we  would  like  to 
have  done.  I  should  like  to  have  free  horse  cars, 
if  such  a  thing  was  possible,  but  common  sense 
tells  me  such  a  thing  could  not  be  done.  I 
respect  the  Knights  of  Labor,  but  they  cannot 
be  autocratic  everywhere.  When  we  are  doing 
the  laboring  man  good  ,  and  doing  it  consistent 
with  our  ideas  of  right,  then  let  us  do  it,  and 
every  sensible  man  will  applaud  us.  But  if 
children  cry  for  the  moon,  it  is  not  necessary 
that  we  should  erect  a  Tower  of  Babel  and 
bring  the  moon  to  them;  it  is  impossible  and 
we  cannot  do  it.    Now,  I  don't  object  to  the  sub- 

i'ect  matter.  If  this  can  be  done  let  it  be  done. 
5ut  see  the  position  in  which  we  are  putting 
ourselves  and  our  party  if  we  pass  this  thing 
tonight  in  a  hurly-burly  way.  We  are  disre- 
garding evidence  which  has  been  given  us  by 
experts ;  disregarding  the  views  of  the  commit- 
tee, and,  for  some  overpowering  reason  we 
are  rushing  the  matter  through.  Think- 
ing men  will  ask  what  is  the  reason,  and 
the  answer  will  come — fear  of  the  labor  vote. 
We  are  not  afraid  of  the  labor  vote.  We  have 
always  been  friends  of  labor  and  the  laboring 
men,  and  where  they  are  sensible  they  will  be 
with  us,  but  do  not  let  us  cajole  the  laboring 
men.  We  cannot  get  this  thing  done  at  the 
present  time.  Let  us  send  it  to  a,  committee, 
and  if  it  cannot  be  done  let  us  put  it  m  the  right 
form — in  the  form  of  a  permanent  ordinance 
and  not  in  the  form  of  a  transitory  order.  Let 
us  say,  by  ordinance,  that  the  Paving  Depart- 
ment shall  have  so  many  men,  and  make 
that  a  part  of  the  statute  law  of  the  city.  I  said 
you  could  drive  a  horse  and  cart  through  this 
order.  It  says  that  the  present  force  of  laborers 
and  mechanics  shall  be  placed  upon  a  perma- 
nent basis.  I  do  not  know  what  the  present  num- 
ber is.  It  may  be  525  or  695.  Whatever  it  is.  that  is 
going  to  be  the  number.  If  you  give  your  super- 
intendent power  to  take  away  from  that  num- 
ber then  your  order  is  useless,  because  if  he  can 
take  away  one  he  can  take  away  600.  I  don't 
presume  the  gentleman  wants  to  limit  him  to 
adding  to  this  number.  Every  additional  labor- 
ing man  put  on  brings  happiness  and  content- 
ment to  one  more  poor  home.  But  if  the  order 
passes  as  it  is  now  it  will  allow  the  superintend- 
ent to  bring  that  number  down  as  small  as  he 
pleases,  and  you  don't  get  anything.  Let  the 
real  friends  of  the  laboring  man  send  this  order 
to  a  committee  to  digest  the  facts  and  formulate 
the  principle  into  an  ordinance.  If  the  measure 
commends  itself  to  the  good  sense  of  this  Coun- 
cil and  the  other  branch,  in  God's  name  let  us 
pass  an  ordinance  and  put  our  opinion  in  the  most 
solid  form,  and  not  put  it  in  the  form  of  a 
mere  order  that  an  accidental  majority  can 
rescind  at  any  time.  If  you  put  it  in  the  form 
of  an  ordinance,  it  cannot  be  repealed  without 
two  nights'  consideration,  unless  two  thirds  of 
us  vote  that  it  shall  take  two  readings  at  one 
meeting.  But  it  seems  to  me,  from  the  hurry 
with  which  it  is  attempted  to  put  this  through 
tonight,  the  question  has  not  been  asked 
whether  the  city  can  stand  it.  I  was  sincere 
when  I  said  this  was  a  piece  of  electioneering 
clap-trap,  and  I  was  honest  in  the  belief.  If  the 
gentlemen  in  favor  of  this  measure  really 
wanted  this  thing  done,  let  them  send  it  to  a 
committee  to  put  to  put  it  in  the  solid  form  of  an 
ordinance,  and  if  such  an  ordinance  is  reported, 
I  will  be  in  favor  of  it  if  the  interests  of  the 
city  of  Boston  can  be  subserved  by  the  passage 
of  such  an  ordinance.  But  here  I  want  to  raise 
the  voice  of  warning.  If  we  want  to  drag  down 
our  party  and  drag  down  its  nominee,  let  us 


keep  on  passing  measures  in  this  quick  way  and 
in  this  hasty  manner. 

Mr  Short— Mr.  President,  I  have  heard  the 
voice  of  warning,  and— 

Mr.  Whall— Heed  it. 

Mr.  Short— I  do  not  see  any  occasion  for  the 
excitement  exhibited  by  my  friend  from  Ward 
7.  I  was  not  aware  that  this  order  was  coming 
into  the  Council  when  it  came  in  a  week  ago. 
But  if  the  order  passes,  in  my  judgment  when 
it  reaches  the  superintendent  of  streets,  if  he 
feels  that  it  is  an  impossibility  to  do  what  the 
order  requires,  it  then  behooves  him  to  return 
it  through  the  mayor  to  the  City  Council  with  a 
statement  of  the  condition  of  the  department 
and  its  finances;  that  will  enlighten  us  to  a  far 
greater  degree  than  referring  the  order  to  a 
committee  will.  Whether  or  not  this  is  bun- 
combe or  a  political  scheme  I  know  not ;  but  as 
a  practical  measure  to  find  out  something  that 
we  have  not  learned,  and  to  get  an  official  and 
decided  opinion  from  the  superintendent  of 
streets,  I  think  it  is  the  practical  way  to  pass 
this  order.  It  places  no  party  in  jeopardy.  It  is 
merely  to  get  at  the  facts  and  figures,  and  I  hope 
the  order  will  pass. 

Mr.  Richards— I  should  like  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman who  has  just  taken  his  seat  whether  he 
does  not  think  the  method  he  is  pursuing  is  not 
like  putting  the  cart  before  the  horse,  and 
whether  we  had  not  better  get  the  opinion  of 
the  superintendent  of  streets  before  passing  the 
order. 

Mr.  Whitmore— It  is  getting  pretty  late  and 
that  is  the  reason  I  desire  to  communicate  some 
reminiscences  to  the  Council.  In  1879  I  occupied 
the  place  that  you  now  occupy,  Mr.  President, 
and  I  found  the  greatest  trouble  with  all  the 
committees,  particularly  the  Committee  on 
Bath  Houses.  Two  members  were  brought  to 
me  for  the  purpose  of  being  put  upon  that  com- 
mittee. I  found  that  each  was  proposed  by  a 
personal  friend  of  mine.  Then  it  seemed  that 
the  person  who  got  upon  the  committee  was 
going  to  make  an  appointment  of  somebody  to 
keep  the  bath  house,  and  my  friend  understood 
that  they  wanted  some  particular  party  to  take 
care  of  a  certain  bath  house.  I  tried  to  reason 
with  them,  but  one  of  them  told  me  that  all  he 
wanted  was  to  provide  for  cleaning  out  of  the 
bath  house.  I  went  to  the  second  man  and  he 
agreed  that  he  would  appoint  a  certain  woman  to 
do  the  cleaning  and  keep  her  there.  I  thought  I 
was  happy,  but  afterwards  I  found  that  my  two 
friends  had  quarrelled,  and  each  one  claimed 
the  credit  of  keeping  that  poor  woman  there. 
Well,  sir,  I  had  to  come  to  a  decision.  I  had  to 
break  with  one  friend  in  order  to  serve  another, 
and  one  of  those  gentlemen  has  not  spoken  to 
me  since.  I  think  it  was  about  the  worst  place 
I  was  ever  put.  The  moral  I  wish  to  draw  is 
this:  I  do  not  know  whether  the  gentlemen 
from  Ward  13  is  talking  for  buncombe  or  not, 
•  and  if  the  order  passes  it  will  put  His  Honor  the 
Mayor  in  a  disagreeable  position.  I  have  known 
His  Honor  the  Mayer  more  years  than  I  have 
known  the  gentleman  from  Ward  13,  and  if 
called  upon  to  vote  tonight  I  shall  vote  to  pro- 
tect His  Honor  the  Mayor.  That  is  exactly 
what  I  shall  do.  This  order  calls  upon  the 
mayor  to  do  a  thing  which  is  contrary  to  law, 
contrary  to  the  city  charter.  You  call  upon  him 
to  do  what  is  contrary  to  the  law.  The  only 
way  he  can  do  it  is  to  threaten  the  superinten- 
dent with  loss  of  office.  I  have  known  and  respect- 
ed the  mayor  so  many  years  that  I  will  never 
vote  to  put  him  in  that  position  even  if  it  re- 
lieves the  gentleman  from  Ward  13  of  the  diffi- 
cult position  in  which  he  has  placed  himself  by 
his  injudicious  action  at  this  time.  If  this  had 
been  referred  to  a  committee  it  would  have  been 
considered  and  reported  upon  and  His  Honor  the 
Mayor  would  not  be  called  upon  to  decide  one 
of  the  most  difficult  questions  that  has  come  be- 
fore him  during  the  year.  He  would  not  have 
been  called  upon  to  decide  the  matter  at  a  time 
when  any  action,  however  righteous  and  well 
judged,  can  be  used  against  him.  I  voted  against 
taking  up  this  measure  at  the  present  time  and 
I  propose  to  stand  just  where  I  did  before.  I 
do  not  believe  it  is  a  proper  time  to  bring 
it  up.  If  the  gentleman  did  not  do  it 
for  a  political  purpose  he  is  throwing  an 
unwarrantable  stumbling-block  in  the  path 
of  his  associates.  If  he  sends  it  to  a  committee 
it  will  be  reported  upon  a  fortnight  from  to- 
night, and  we  will  all  share  the  responsibilty 
and  not  throw  it  upon  one  person  only.  I  will 
not  vote  upon  any  consideration  to  shovel  off  all 
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my  responsibility  upon  the  shoulders  of  the 
mayor,  however  broad  thev  may  be.  As  I  have 
to  choose  between  two  friends,  1  must  choose  in 
favor  of  my  older  friend,  and  I  will  not  shovel 
off  my  responsibility  upon  the  man  who  has 
enough  to  bear  at  present. 

Mr.  Frost— I  move  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Lauten— I  would  ask  the  gentleman  to 
give  way.  There  is  a  very  important  matter  on 
the  calendar  to  be  considered. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost. 

Mr.  Gomez— I  do  not  know  why  the-  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  has  so  much  solicitation 
concerning  the  favor  of  the  mayor.  The  mayor 
has  expressed  his  opinion  upon  this  matter  of 
permanent  salaries  for  the  Paving  Department 
more  than  once  during  this  year,  and  has  ex- 
pressed himself  in  favor  of  it.  I  think  the  mayor 
has  backbone  enough  to  stand  up  and  approve 
this  order  if  he  thinks  it  is  right,  and  I  do  not 
think  any  fear  of  losing  votes  in  the  city  of 
Boston  will  frighten  him  from  his  position.  I 
believe  the  mayor  occupies  his  present  position 
through  the  suffrages  of  these  very  people  who 
are  here  complaining.  I  think  he  owes  much 
to  them.  I  concede  that  he  owes  much  to  the 
taxpaying  interest  of  the  city  of  Boston.  But  I 
stand  upon  the  ground  that  this  matter  of 
placing  these  men  upon  a  permanent  basis  will 
be  an  improvement  to  the  taxpaying  interests 
of  the  city  of  Boston;  and  I  believe  that  when 
the  system  is  in  vogue  it  will  prove  to  be  a 
benefit  and  an  improvement  not  only  to  the 
men  employed,  but  tend  to  economy  in  the 
expenditure  of  the  public  money,  and  in 
the  management  of  the  department.  I  think 
the  superintendent  of  streets  is  not  so 
much  opposed  to  this  matter  as  some  peo- 
ple would  have  us  believe.  He  told  me  a  couple 
of  days  ago  that  he  was  perfectly  willing  these 
men  should  go  upon  a  permanent  basis  provided 
that  the  salary  list  is  taken  care  of  when  the 
appropriations  are  made  for  the  year.  This 
government  wants  to  know  just  now  much 
money  is  required.  We  never  hear  of  any 
trouble  in  the  Health  Department.  Mr.  Forris- 
tall  never  changes  his  appropriation  after  it  is 
once  made.  When  the  crash  came  in  1879  an 
effort  was  made  to  have  Mi'.  Forristall  change 
his  department,  and  he  strenuously  objected  to 
it.  He  would  not  have  it  on  any  other  than  a 
permanent  basis.  From  the  investigations  I 
nave  made  I  feel  satisfied  that  nothing  could  be 
better  than  to  have  the  department  on  a  perma- 
nent basis.  Mr.  Harris,  the  Republican  super- 
intendent of  streets  for  a  number  of  years,  run 
the  d9partment  upon  a  permanent  basis,  and 
outside  of  that  he  had  a  certain  number  of  men 
whom  he  employed  for  a  month  or  two  in  spec- 
ial work,  because  in  those  days  he  used 
tickets.  Those  men  who  w.ere  perma- 
nently employed  were  classed  as  laborers, 
but  they  were  experts  in  their  work. 
They  have  been  there  many  years.  It  is  all  « 
folly  to  take  on  a  man  and  let  him  work  a  short 
time  and  then  turn  him  away.  It  is  no  use  for  a 
man  to  tell  me  that  it  will  be  a  benefit  to  many 
more  men  by  having  the  department  upon  half 
time.  I  was  in  the  Council  in  1881,  and  you 
would  give  a  man  a  ticket  and  he  would  have  a 
week's  work,  or  a  month's  work,  and  it  would 
be  a  waste  of  time,  he  would  say,  because  he 
would  rather  not  have  the  work  at  all,  because 
in  this  time  he  could  have  been  looking  around 
and  found  something  better.  The  men  do  not 
want  to  be  put  on  to  work  in  that  way.  There 
are  men  in  the  department  who  are  expert  in 
the  work.  Mr.  McDonald  tells  me  that  if  the 
department  was  permanent,  lie  could  employ 
men  in  different  places ;  some  could  pick  and  go 
upon  the  ledges,  and  do  as  expert  work  as  any  of 
the  men  employed  by  the  contractors.  I  do  not 
know  what  the  secret  is,  but  I  do  know  there  is 
a  weakness  in  the  department  for  buying  ma- 
terial from  contractors.  In  the  auditor's 
report  there  is  a  list  of  contractors  who  deal 
with  the  Street  Department  and  the 
amount  which  is  received  is  almost  shameful. 
The  work  should  go  to  the  laborers.  '  I  object  to 
this  matter  going  to  the  committee,  because  it 
has  been  sufficiently  discussed  by  committees. 
I  do  not  know  that  anything  more  can  be  gained 
by  this  matter  being  further  discussed,  although 
I  am  perfectly  willing  to  have  it  discussed, 
because  I  want  to  hear  every  argument  for  and 
against  it.  I  do  not  propose  to  hurry  this  thing 
through.  There  is  no  hurrying  through  about 
it.    I  allowed  the  matter  to  rest  a  whole  week. 

could  hav  e  attempted  to  railroad  it  through  if 


I  had  chosen  to  do  so.  I  allowed  the  mayor  to 
see  it,  and  he  has  not  sent  for  me.  The  city  of 
Boston  is  Democratic,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  act 
upon  Democratic  principles.  I  shall  never  be 
afraid  that  I  shall  have  to  take  back  water.  I 
shall  always  support  a  thing  if  I  think  it  is 
right,  and  I  do  think  this  is  right. 

Mr.  Ladd— No  man  in  this  Council  is  a  more 
sincere  friend  of  the  laboring  man  than  I  am, 
and  it  is  because  lam  his  sincere  friend  that  I 
do  not  want  to  cheat  him  with  delusions,  and 
that  is  all  this  measure  means.  It  bears  the 
same  relation  to  the  honest  laboring  man  that 
monopoly  bears  ito  the  honest  capitalist,  for  it 
is  nothing  more  than  a  monopoly.  It  proposes 
to  give  a  few,  and  a  very  few,  laDoring  men  of 
Boston  a  great  advantage  over  all  the  other  la- 
boring men  of  Boston.  That  is  the  whole  pur- 
port of  the  order,  and  it  is  designed  merely  to 
deceive  the  great  body  of  laborkig  men, 
and  make  them  believe  that  the  friends 
of  this  measure  are  in  favor  of  their 
true  interests.  No  greater  fraud  was  ever 
practised  upon  any  class  in  the  commun- 
ity. It  is  nothing  more  or  less,  as  I  have 
said  heretofore,  than  class  legislation.  It  is  an 
attempt  to  raise  among  the  laborers  a  privileged 
class,  namely,  the  class  in  the  employ  of  the 
city  of  Boston.  As  I  was  saying',  no  party,  be  it 
the  Republican  party  or  the  Democrat  party, 
can  afford  to  pass  such  measures  as  these.  The 
taxpayers  of  Boston  are  beginning  to  under- 
stand that  measures  of  this  character  are  against 
and  contrary  to  their  interests,  and  any  govern- 
ment in  the  city  of  Boston  has  got  to  ultimately 
answer  to  the  taxpayers  of  the  city  of  Boston. 
This  is  a  blow  to  the  taxpayers.  The  gentleman 
who  introduced  the  order,  and  who  has  advo- 
cated it  here  tonight,  admits  that  it  calls  for  an 
expenditure  of  money.  It  calls  for  an  expendi- 
ture of  money  which  has  not  yet  been  appro- 
priated, and,  therefore,  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
order  should  go  the  Finance  Committee,  and 
that  it  is  not  in  order  at  the  present  time, 
unless  it  has  been  reported  upon  by  the 
Finance  Committee,  because  the  money  neces- 
sary to  carry  out  this  order  has  not  been  pro- 
vided, and  I  warn  the  gentlemen,  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  7  has  warned  them,  that  they 
cannot  pass  these  orders  and  expect  the  citizens 
of  Boston  to  continue  them  in  power.  If  they 
expect  to  control  they  must  adopt  different  tac- 
tics from  these.  They  are  not  only  by  such 
measures  deceiving  the  laborers  themselves, 
but  they  are  really  squandering  the  money  of 
the  taxpayers, honestly  earned  and  honestly  con- 
tributed towards  the  legitimate  expenses  of  the 
city  of  Boston.  It  would  be  an  error  to  claim 
that  this  order  does  not  call  for  an  additional 
expenditure  of  money.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  13  has  given  us  the  figures  of  the  amount 
of  money  which  will  be  necessary  to  carry  this 
order  into  effect,  and  it  runs  up  between 
seven  and  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
But  in  the  summer  an  additional  force 
will  be  required  to  carry  on  the  Paving 
Department,  aside  from  that  which  is  to 
be  upon  a  permanent  basis.  You  never  can 
carry  on  the  Paving  Department  with  that  force 
during  the  summer  months,  and  you  have  got 
to  provide  for  an  additional  large  expenditure 
during  the  summer  months  for  that  department, 
running  into  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars. 
Instead  of  having  that  department  provided  for 
by  an  appropriation  el'  .^800,000,  you  would  have 
to  carry  that  appropriation  up  to  between  ten 
or  twelve  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to 
provide  for  the  actual  necessities  of  that  de- 
partment and  keep  the  streets  of  the  city  of 
Boston  properly  paved  and  properly  cared  for. 
Therefore  I  say  that  this  is  a  measure  which  is 
a  direct  blow  to  the  taxpayers  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  and  I  charge  the  majority  in  this  ( -oiui- 
cil  chamber,  if  they  pass  this  order,  that  they 
must  not  look  to  the  taxpayers  for  their  con- 
tinued support.  I  hope  the  order  will  be  de- 
feated. 

Mr.  McNary—  I  do  not  agree  with  a  large 
amount  of  what  has  been  said  here  this  even- 
ing. I  don't  think,  lor  my  own  part,  that  this 
order,  even  if  adopted, in  its  present  form  and 
put  into  active  operation,  would  cost  the  tax- 
payers one  cent  more  than  the  cost  amounts  to 
at  the  present  time,  lithe  superintendent  can- 
not put  the  force  on  a  permanent  basis  with  the 
money  he  has  now,  this  order  is  absolutely  in- 
operative, anil  no  matter  how  many  orders  you 
pass,  they  wouldn't  do  any  good.  But  I  hold 
that    the    men    can    be    employed  in  prepar- 
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ing  the  rock  and  taking  it  from  the  ledges 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  instead  of  paying  a 
large  sum  of  money  for  having  the  same 
work  done  hy  other  parties.  The  city  of  Boston 
can  crush  stone  with  its  own  stone  crushers, 
instead  of  buying  the  stone  already  crushed 
and  bringing  it  from  Cohasset  and  Waltham, 
and  other  places.  I  don't  believe  that  this  sys- 
tem, if  adopted,  would  cost  the  city  of  Boston  a 
single  cent  more  than  it  does  at  present.  But  I 
want  to  point  out  the  fact  that  if  the  order 
passes  in  its  present  shape,  the  mayor  can  do 
nothing  but  veto  it.  We  have  no  right,  accord- 
ing to  the  corporation  counsel's  opinion,  and  in 
accordance  with  the  city  charter,  to  instruct  the 
mayor  to  do  anything  of  the  kind— no  shadow  of 
a  right.  We  can  request  the  mayor  to  ask  the 
superintendent  of  streets  to  do  this,  but  we  can- 
not instruct  the  mayor,  under  the  opinion  of 
the  corporation  counsel  and  the  city  charter.  I 
would  ask  the  clerk  to  read  the  order. 

The  clerk  read  the  order. 

Mr.  McNary— If  the  gentleman  who  intro- 
duced the  order  will  remember,  within  a  few 
weeks  the  corporation  counsel  has  decided  that 
the  mayor  has  no  right  to  instruct  the  head  of  a 
department.  I  believe  that  was  the  opinion  de- 
livered—I  am  very  certain  that  is  the  opinion 
delivered,  that  the  mayor  has  no  right  to  in- 
struct the  head  of  a  department,  and  if  any 
gentleman  has  proof  to  the  contrary,  I  would 
like  to  hear  it.  Therefore  I  will  vote  for  the 
order,  because  I  believe  this  plan  can  be  carried 
out  and  this  department  can  De  put  on  a  perma- 
ment  basis  and  the  men  properly  taken  care 
of  without  additional  expense  to  the  city  of 
Boston,  and  I  would  move  to  strike  out  that  por- 
tion where  it  says  that  the  mayor  be  "instruc- 
ted," and  put  in  "requested,"  so  that  it 
will  read  that  the  mayor  request  the  superin- 
tendent of  streets  to  place  the  department  on  a 
permanent  basis,  and,  if  he  cannot  do  so,  of 
course  he  will  return  his  answer  and  the  reasons 
for  his  action.  We  cannot  pass  it  in  its  present 
form,  or,  if  we  do,  it  will  do  no  good  to  do  so.  I 
am  as  earnest  in  this  matter  as  any  member  of 
the  Council,  because  I  believe  fairly  and  squarely 
that  this  department  can  be  put  on  a  permanent 
basis  and  that  it  is  desirable.  The  mayor  stated 
in  his  inaugural  address  in  1886  that  the  depart- 
ments could  be  put  on  a  permanent  basis,  and 
the  superintendent  of  streets  told  me  person- 
ally, when  discussing  this  matter  last  year,  that 
if  he  had  an  additional  appropriation  he  could 
put  the  department  on  a  permanent  basis.  I 
discussed  the  matter  at  some  length  with  him, 
and  I  believe  he  can  do  it  now,  with  the  men  at 
his  disposal.  Therefore  I  offer  that  amendment. 

The  clerk  read  the  order  with  the  proposed 
amendment. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  entirely  agree  with  what 
the  gentleman  who  has  just  spoken  has  said. 
That  is  to  say,  this  matter  is  in  a  wrong  form, 
and  this  amendment  removes  the  main  diffi- 
culty against  which  we  have  spoken  and  con- 
tended. I  may  also  suggest  that  we  strike  out 
the  word  "ordered"  and  insert  "resolved."  It 
is  not  proper  to  use  the  word  "ordered"  if  we  re- 
quest. I  move  to  strike  out  the  word  "ordered" 
and  insert  the  word  "resolved." 

The  President— Does  the  gentleman  accept 
the  amendment? 

Mr.  Gomez — I  don't  accept  any  amendments 
to  the  order. 

The  question  came  on  Mr.  Whitmore's  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Ladd— Now  that  we  see  the  mayor  is  to 
be  gotten  out  of  the  hole  by  virtue  of  the  neat 
amendments  that  are  being  proposed  to  this 
measure,  I  want  to  remind  the  genilemen  of 
the  Council  that  we  are  putting  the  Common 
Council  of  Boston  in  the  same  hole,  and  that 
we  are  adding  one  more  to  the  many  arguments 
that  will  be  used  at  the  State  House  during  the 
comingyear  for  the  abolition  of  this  body. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  desire  to  say  merely,  in 
reply  to  the  gentleman  who  has  last  taken  his 
seat,  that  if  this  action  of  the  Common  Couneil 
be  an  argument  for  the  abolition  of  the  Com- 
mon Council,  for  some  forty  sessions  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  he  has,  by  his  speeches,  furnished 
more  argument  to  abolish  any  body  of  which 
he  would  have  the  honor  to  be  a  member. 
[Laughter]. 

Mr.  Whall— In  the  shape  in  which  it  is  now, 
I  see  no  difficulty  in  voting  for  the  measure, 
namely:  Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  re- 
quest the  superintendent  of  streets  to  do  such 
and  such  a  thing.    It  is  perfectly  legal,  and  we 


are  legislating  in  the  right  direction.  The 
superintendent  has  the  right  to  do  it  or  not, 
putting  the  matter  exactly  where  we  ought  to 
put  it.  We  express  our  opinion  that  if  it  can  be 
done  it  ought  to  be  done.  I  am  in  favor  of  put- 
ting this  department  on  a  permanent  basis,  and 
this  gives  me  a  chance  of  saying  so,  if  only 
by  vote  in  favor  of  it.  I  objected  to  the  original 
resolution,  because  it  simply  foisted  any  res- 
ponsibility from  us  and  put  it  where  it  did 
not  belong,  and  where  it  was  unfair  and  un- 
generous to  put  it  at  this  time.  Now  tonight,  if 
we  pass  this  order,  it  appears  to  me  as  being 
equivalent  to  a  reference  to  a  committee.  If  the 
superintendent  finds  he  can  not  do  it,  he  is  not 
bound  to  do  it,  and  tlie  Council  do  not  want  him 
to  do  it  if  the  best  interests  of  the  city  will  not 
allow  him  to  do  it.  But  in  the  passage  of  this 
order  we  simply  put  ourselves  in  this  position 
and  say  to  the  superintendent  of  streets:  "Mr. 
Superintendent,  the  City  Council  of  the  city  of 
Boston  is  of  the  opinion  that  if  the  city's  inter- 
ests will  not  be  injured  it  would  be  best  that 
the  Paving  Department  be  put  upon  a  perma- 
nent basis."  Then  we  get  rid  of  the  main  diffi- 
culty. We  don't  desire  to  say  as  a  finality  that 
they  shall  be  put  upon  a  permanent  basis,  but 
we  simply  say  this,  if  the  city's  interests  will 
not  sufter,  if  the  city's  interests  will  allow  it  to 
be  done,  we  would  like  to  have  it  done.  That  is 
the  question  that  furnishes  the  motive  power 
towards  action  in  these  premises,  namely, 
do  the  city's  interests  allow  it  to  be  done. 
If  the  city  s  interests  do  allow  it,  and  we 
are  putting  it  into  the  hands  of  the  very  best 
men,  to  decide  whether  they  will  or  will  not, 
then  go  ahead  and  give  us  a  permanent  organi- 
zation. But  if  he  finds  out,  as  he  may  find  out, 
that  the  city's  interests  will  not  allow  it.  then 
he  does  not  disregard  our  request  if  he  does  not 
put  the  department  on  a  permanent  basis.  We 
only  say,  'If  it  can  be  done ;  if  there  is  no  finan- 
cial objection  to  it,  it  is  the  desire  of  the  City 
Council  that  it  should  be  done.  We  say,  by  in- 
sinuation, at  least,  if  it  cannot  be  done,  ff  the 
interests  of  the  city  will  suffer  by  the  doing  of 
such  a  thing,  then  let  it  not  be  done.  I  objected 
to  the  othei  order,  because  it  was  mandatory- 
It  committed  us  to  the  position  that  the  thing 
must  be  done ;  this  order  only  commits  us  to  the 
position  that  we  say  it  ought  to  be  done  if  the 
interests  of  the  city  will  allow  it.  That  no  sen- 
sible man  can  object  to.  But  if  I  thought  this  or- 
der could  be  construed  by  the  superintendent  of 
streets  as  mandatory  upon  him  or  obliging  him 
to  do  it.  I  would  vote  against  it  now.  But  I 
look  upon  this  simply  in  the  nature  of  a  refer- 
ence, and  that  we  are  going  to  have  the  judg- 
ment of  the  superintendent  upon  it. 

Mr.  Short— I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Council  to  this  fact,  that  the  opinion  of  the  cor- 
poration counsel  has  been  given  with  refer- 
ence to  Section  6  on  page  35  of  the  city  charter. 
We  have  been  given  to  distinctly  understand 
that  the  mayor  of  Boston  cannot  direct  legally ; 
that  lie  has  not  invested  in  him  that  power  un- 
der the  city  charter.  Consequently  that  word 
direct  or  instruct  places  upon  him  the  responsi- 
bility of  carrying  out  the  order  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil, and  according  to  Section  6  he  cannot  do  it. 
In  this  form  the  same  result  is  obtained,  in  my 
opinion,  and  of  course  I  am  as  much  in  favor  of 
the  substance  of  the  order  as  I  have  ever  been. 

Mr.  Burr — Mr.  President,  I  move  the  previous 
question. 

The  main  question  was  ordered,  and  the  ques- 
tion came  on  Mr.  Whitmore's  amendment  to 
substitute  the  word  "resolved"  in  place  of 
"ordered." 

Mr.  Burr— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  the 
main  question  cuts  off  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  gentleman  ought  to  know  by  this  time  that 
the  previous  question  does  not  cut  off  an 
amendment.  The  vote  is  to  he  taken  on  the 
question  pending  when  the  main  question  was 
ordered . 

Mr,  Leary— I  hope  we  will  vote  on  the  re- 
solve and— 

The  President— No  debate  is  in  order. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  amendment. 
The  President  was  in  doubt,  a  rising  vote  was 
taken,  and  the  amendment  was  declared  re- 
jected, 29  members  voting  in  the  affirmative,  30 
in  the  negative. 

Mr. Whitmore  doubted  the  vote  and  called  for 
a  verification  by  yeas  and  nays.  The  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered,  and  the  amendment  was  re- 
jected ;  yeas  30,  nays  36 : 
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Yeas— Barry,  Carroll,  Cochran,  Connolly,  Coyle, 
Duggan,  Dunn,  Foss,  J.  Gallagher,  Haggerty, 
Hayes,  Keliher.  Leary,  Mahoney,  McEnaney, 
McKenna,  McNary,  J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Mur- 
phy, Nunan.  O'Mealey.  Perry,  E.  J.  Powers, 
Reilly,  Short,  Sundberg.  Teevens,  Tracy,  Whall. 
Whitmore— 30. 

Nays  —  Atwood.  Bowman,  Burr.  Carstensen, 
Chamberlain,  Clark,  Coleman,  Dewey,  Dolaa, 
Fisher,  Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost,  Gomez.  Kelley. 
Kennedy,  Ladd,  Lattimore,  Lauten,  Light,  F. 
Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  Murphy,  Norton, 
Perkins,  C.  C.  Powers.  Richards,  Sanger,  Shaw, 
Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan, 
Tuttle,  Webster.  Wilson— 36. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Blume,  Davern,  Des- 
mond. P.  J.  Gallagher,  Harrington.  Thaver— 6. 

Mr.  McNary's  amendment  was  also  declared 
rejected,  and  the  question  came  on  the  passage 
of  the  order. 

Mr.  McNary— Is  there  any  time  for  debate 
now? 

The  President— No,  sir. 

On  motion  of  Mi-.  McNary  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered  on  the  passage  of  the  order,  and 
the  order  was  passed;  yeas  39,  nays  27: 

Yeas  —  Barry,  Carroll,  Coleman,  Connolly, 
Coyle,  Dolan.  Duggan,  Dunn.  Fisher,  Foss,  J. 
Gallagher.  Gomez,  Haggerty,  Harrington,  Hayes, 
Keliher,  Kelley,  Kennedy,  Leary,  Light,  Ma- 
honey, McEnaney,  McKenna,  McNary,  J.  Mur- 
phy, J.  J.  Murphv.  W.  H.  Murphy,  Nunan, 
O'Mealey,  Perry,  E.  J.  Powers,  Reilly,  Short, 
Snow,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg, 
Teevens,  Tracy— 39. 

Nays— Atwood,  Bowman.  Burr,  Carstensen, 
Clark,  Cochran,  Dewey,  Fottler.  Fowler.  Frost, 
Ladd,  Lattimore.  Lauten.  F.  Morison,  F.  R.  Mor- 
rison, Norton,  Perkins.  C.  C.  Powers.  Richards, 
Sanger,  Shaw,  E.  Sullivan.  Tuttle,  Webster, 
Whall,  Whitmore,  Wilson— 27. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Blume,  Chamberlain, 
Davem,  Desmond.  P.  J.  Gallagher.  Thayer— 6. 

Mr.  Gomez  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.  Sent 
up. 

APPEAL  WITHDRAWN. 

The  President  announced  that  Mr.  Short  had 
withdrawn  the  appeal  on  the  ruling  made  at  the 
last  meeting,  being  No.  48  on  the  calendar: 

48.  Order  for  the  acceptance  and  approval  of 
Chapter  210  of  the  Acts  of  1887. 

Question  on  ordering  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question  of  sustaining  the  decision  of  trie  Chair, 
that  said  order  cannot  be  entertained. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN— RE- 
SUMED. 

44.  Order  authorizing  the  purchase  of  one  first- 
class  patent  aerial  turntable  truck,  for  not  ex- 
ceeding $3800. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  would  ask  if  this  order  comes 
from  any  committee,  or  whether  there  is  any 
report  showing  the  necessity  of  this  aerial 
truck? 

Mr.  Sanger— I  would  say  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  9  that  this  does  not  come  from  a 
committee.  The  order  was  introduced  into  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  assigned  to  a  later  hour 
and  passed  later  in  t\nl  session.  There  were 
representations  made  to  the  Committee  on  Fire 
Department  as  to  the  necessity,  and  the 
order  was  acted  on  by  the  Aldermen.  The 
reason  the  matter  did  not  go  to  the  com- 
mittee is  this.  The  Fire  Commissioners  have 
explained  to  the  Committee  on  Fire  Depart- 
ment the  necessity  for  the  building  of  tins 
aerial  turn  table  truck.  The  truck  is  to  be  built 
in  Chicago.  There  is  but  one  factory  in  the 
country  that  builds  trucks  of  this  character.  In 
order  that  it  may  be  done  by  the  spring,  when 
there  is  great  need  for  it,  it  lias  been  deemed 
best  to  have  the  order  passed  immediately,  and 
there  has  been  a  request  made  of  the  Committee 
on  Fire  Department  to  have  the  order  passed 
without  reference  to  the  committee.  Iwo,  at 
least,  of  the  committee  members  on  the  part  of 
the  Council  have  been  consulted,  if  not  three, 
and  I  believe  they  do  not  object. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence,  under 
suspension  of  the  rule.  Mr.  Sanger  moved  to 
reconsider;  lost. 

Mr.  Reilly  called  up  No.  43,  viz. : 

43.  Order  requesting  Committee  on  Bridges  to 
investigate  and  report  the  facts  concerning  the 
accident  which  occurred  on  Warren  bridge  on 
the  6th  inst. 


Passed  in  concurrence.  Mr.  Reilly  moved  to 
reconsider;  lost. 

Mr.  Lauten  called  up  No.  40,  viz. : 

40.  Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Parks,  and 
orders  that,  in  the  settlement  of  certain  suits 
pending  between  the  city  and  the  Boston  & 
Roxbury  Mill  Corporation,  the  Park  Com- 
missioners be  authorized  to  take  and  include 
in  the  Back  Bay  park  two  additional  strips 
of  land,  and  pay  for  them  with  certain  better- 
ments, as  therein  set  forth,  and  authorizing  the 
mayor  to  release  to  said  corporation  the  city's 
rights  to  make  any  additional  sluiceways 
through  lands  bordering  on  the  Milldam  now  or 
formerly  owned  by  said  corporation,  e  xeept 
through  land  now  or  hereafter  owned  by  the 
city. 

Report  accepted,  orders  passed  in  concurrence 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Mr.  Lantern 
moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Mr.  President. 

Mr  Fowler— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that 
Mr.  Whitmore  is  not  in  his  seat.  I  claim  the 
floor. 

The  President— The  Chair  gave  him  the  pri- 
vilege this  evening,  owing  to  the  draught,  to  sit 
there.  [Laughter,]  Gentlemen  will  please  pre- 
serve order. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  to  suspend  the  rule 
that  I  may  offer,  at.  this  time,  a  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Joint  Rules.  We  have  a  paper 
sent  to  us  which  belongs  to  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, and  I  move  to  suspend  the  rule  so  as  to 
g  et  m  the  report. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  was  not  able  to  hear  the  ex- 
planation of  the  gentleman,  on  account  of  the 
noise  in  the  room.  If  he  would  explain  again 
what  his  order  is  before  we  suspend  the  rule,  I 
should  like  to  hear  it. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  have  a  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Joint  Rules,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  paper  sent  to  us  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
on  the  ground  that  we  had  done  wrong.  If  we 
accept  the  report,  the  paper  will  go  to  the  Board 
in  that  way. 

The  rule  was  suspended. 

The  Committee  on  Joint  Rules,  to  whom  were 
referred  by  the  Common  Council  the  report  and 
order  presented  by  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  to  authorize  the  sale  of  certain  land  of 
the  city  on  N  street,  on  account  of  alleged  infor- 
mality in  the  action  of  the  Common  Council 
thereon,  having  considered  the  subject,  respect- 
fully submit  the  following  report: 

It  appears  that  when  the  above  mentioned  or- 
der reached  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on  October 
24th  last,  a  point  was  raised  that  the  order  as 
amended  by  the  Common  Council  had  not  re- 
ceived a  two-thirds  vote  of  that,  branch,  and 
that  such  a  vote  was  required  by  the  rules,  for 
the  reason  that  the  amendment,  as  it  was 
claimed,  was  in  the  nature  of  a  transfer  from 
one  appropriation  to  another.  The  point  being 
sustained  uy  the  chairman,  the  papers  were  re- 
turned to  the  Common  Council  on  account  of 
the  alleged  informality  of  procedure.  The  com- 
mittee find,  however,  that  the  amendment 
made  to  the  order  by  the  Common  Council  was 
not  in  the  nature  of  a  transfer,  but  was  merely 
to  change  the  disposition  of  the  funds  that 
might  be  realized  from  the  sale  of  the  land  as 
contemplated  in  the  order.  And  this  being  the 
case  the  action  of  the  Common  Council  was  in 
conformity  to  the  requirements  of  the  joint 
rules. 

The  committee  are  therefore  of  the  opinion 
that  the  point  of  order  raised  in  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  was  not  well  taken  and  should  not  be 
sustained.        For  the  committee, 

W.  H.  Whitmore. 

The  question  was  on  accepting  the  report. 

Mr.  Whall— I  wish  to  say  in  addition  to  the 
report  that  I  have  no  doubt  the  clerk  of  com- 
mittees failed  through  inadvertence  to  put  it 
in — the  corporation  counsel  was  present  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Joint  Rules,  and 
sustained  the  unanimous  position  taken  by  the 
joint,  committee. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  desire  to  add,  as  an  addi- 
tional piece  of  information,  that  it  wasauiighty 
lucky  thing  lor  the  corporation  counsel  that  he 
did  agree  with  the  committee  on  rules,  for  they 
were  clearly  right.    [Laughter], 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  clerk  was 
instructed  to  transmit  the  paper  to  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mi'.  Fowler,  at  1.C0 
A.M. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Monday.  Nov.  21,  1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
4  o'clock  P.  M.,  Aid.  Donovan,  Chairman,  pre- 
siding, and  all  the  members  present. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  the  reading  of 
the  record  of  the  last  meeting  was  dispensed 
with. 

JUEOBS  DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  as  follows:  Four  grand 
jurors  for  Superior  Court,  and  five  petit  jurors 
for  the  Supreme  Judicial  District  Court,  Decem- 
ber term.  Forty  traverse  jurors  for  Superior 
Criminal  Court.  December  term. 

HEARINGS  AT  FOUR  O'CLOCK. 

1.  On  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Flor- 
ence street,  Ward  25. 

No  objection.  Recommitted  to  Committee  on 
Sewers. 

2.  On  petition  of  Fred  W.  Ross,  for  license  to 
erect  and  use  a  stationary  engine  of  20-horse 
power  at  8  and  10  Hunneman  street. 

3.  On  petition  of  George  W.  Taylor,  for  leave 
to  project  a  bay  window  from  building  102  Hunt- 
ington avenue. 

4.  On  petition  of  Charles  H.  Baker,  for  license 
to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  engine  of  seven- 
horse  power  at  36  to  40  Sudbury  street,  Ward  7. 
(Inspector  of  buildings  says  petition  has  been 
abandoned.)    Placed  on  file. 

5.  On  petition  of  Wright  &  Leach  for  license  to 
erect  and  use  a  stationary  engine  of  one  half 
horse  power  at  175  B  Tremont  street  (with- 
drawn).   Placed  on  file. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENTS. 

Communications  were  received  from  the 
mayor,  making  the  following  appointments: 

To  be  constable,  for  service  in  the  Superior 
Civil  Court  (first  session)— George  H.  Innis. 

To  be  measurers  of  grain— Arthur  B.  Crook  and 
Charles  F.  Gaynor. 

Severally  laid  over. 

PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps— W .  H.  Davis  and 
others,  for  public  lamps  on  Evans  street  and 
Forest  Hills  avenue. 

C.  Adams  and  others,  for  public  lamps  on 
V>  eber  street. 

J.  F.  Sullivan  and  others,  for  public  lamps  on 
Larch  place,  off  Hyde  Park  avenue.  Ward  23. 

Michael  Leutz  and  others,  for  public  lamps  on 
Mozart  street.  , 

Conrad  S  ixer  and  others,  for  public  lamps  on 
Waller  stre  t,  Ward  23. 

Samuel  B.  Pierce  and  others,  for  public  limps 
on  Granger  and  Duncan  streets  and  Leonard 
place. 

Patrick  Corliss  and  others,  for  public  lamps  on 
Brook  street,  off  Mt.  Hope  street. 

Jasper  W.  Stone  and  others,  for  gas  lamp  rear 
44  Warren  street,  Chariest  own. 

Clarence  P.  Lovell  and  others,  for  an  electric 
l.ghton  Eutaw  street,  East  Boston. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving— Petitions  for 
bi^ck  sidewalk: 

Thompson,  Potter  &  Co.,  corner  Palmer  and 
Winslow  streets. 

Henry  L.  Millis,  corner  Boylston  avenue  and 
Boylston  street. 

Cathrrne  Craig.  148  Havre  street. 

Robert  R.  Ring,  132  Havre  street. 

Jones,  Cook  &  Co.,  to  erect  a  derrick  on  lot  ad- 
joining i heir  land  on  East  Second  street. 

James  A.  Hearn  &  Co.,  to  run  a  steam  pipe  un- 
der and  across  Federal  street. 

J.  McGowan  and  others,  for  plank  walk  in 
Trem  nt  street,  between  i  rancis  street  and  the 
Brookline  line. 

George  A.  Gardner  an  1  others,  for  a  crosswalk 
on  Tremont  street,  from  the  Bunker-hill  Cyclo- 
rama  building  to  the  horsecar  tracks. 

William  R.  Cavanagh,  to  move  a  wooden 
building  from  East  Eighth  street,  opposite 
Doualas  street,  Ward  14,  to  5  Douglas  street. 
Ward  14. 


City  of  Boston  (A.  H.  Vinal,  city  architect),  for 
edgestones  on  Washington  street,  corner  of  Pop- 
lar street,  Ward  23. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police  (A Id.)— Patrick 
Welch,  to  be  paid  for  injuries  to  his  cow,  caused 
by  an  unknown  dog. 

David  M.  Eldredge,  to  be  paid  for  fowls  killed 
by  a  dog. 

Alvin  C.  White,  to  be  paid  for  fowls  killed  by 
dogs,  Nov.  1,  1887. 

George  W.  Boynton,  to  be  paid  for  loss  of  fowls 
killed  by  dogs. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims— Jane  Fagan,  for 
a  hearing  in  relation  to  her  claim  for  compensa- 
tion for  persona]  injuries. 

Cornelius  Curtin,  for  compensation  for  per- 
sonal injuries  received  by  an  alleged  obstruc- 
tion in  Harrison  avenue  Oct.  27,  1887. 

To  the  Committee  on  Hewers— Bernard  Kelly, 
to  be  refunded  a  portion  of  sewer  assessment  on 
account  of  sewer  in  Market,  Waverley  and  Lin- 
coln streets  and  private  way. 

James  F.  Mullen,  for  abatement  of  sewer 
assessment,  estate  on  North  Margin  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Department  for  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings  (Aid.)— Abraham  Boothman, 
for  leave  to  suspend  a  headlight  for  advertising 
purposes  in  front  of  No.  24  Weston  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Department  for  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings— -Pierce  &  Canterbury,  for 
leave  to  build  a  wooden  building  on  rear  of 
Chelsea  street,  near  Curtis  street,  Ward  1. 

To  the  Committee  on  Railroads— Beacon  Oil 
Company,  to  locate  a  railroad  track,  to  cross  at 
-grade  Breman  and  Chelsea  streets. 
*  To  the  Committee  on  Streets  {Aid.),  tvith  In- 
structions to  Give  a  Public  Hearing— C.  E. 
Dearborn  and  others,  for  a  trestle  bridge  over 
the  tracks  of  the  Boston  &  Albany  railroad  at 
Allston. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  (Aid.)— Peti- 
tions to  occupy  buildings  for  stables  as  follows : 

Clarence  Hasenfus,  proposed  wooden,  three 
horses,  Washington  street,  Roslindale,  Ward  23. 

Mary  S.  Hartford,  proposed  wooden,  two- 
horse,  rear  of  Alban  street,  near  Ashmont 
Street.  Ward  24. 

W.  B.  Allen,  proposed  wooden,  one  horse,  Ash- 
ford  street,  opposite  Chester  street,  Allston, 
Ward  25. 

To  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts — 
Proprietors  of  the  Social  Law  Library,  for  an  ap- 
propriation of  §1000  for  said  1  brary. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common,  etc.  (Aid.) — 
Henrv  A.  Wood,  for  leave  to  plant  two  trees  on 
Florence  Street,  Ward  23. 

Arthur  Timmins  and  others,  for  removal  of 
three  trees  on  Brighton  avenue. 

Mary  Hyams,  for  the  removal  of  a  tree  in  front 
of  146G  Tremont  street. 

Petitions  for  Steam  Engines. 

On  the  following  petitions,  viz. : 

G.  H.  D.  Wheeler  &  Co.,  to  erect  and  use  a 
stationary  steam  engine  of  20-horse  power,  at 
103  East  Dedham  street. 

Peabody  &  Jordan,  to  erect  and  use  a  station- 
ary steam  engine  of  two-horse  power,  at  37  Com- 
mercial wharf. 

G.  D.  Dows  &  Co.,  to  erect  and  use  a  station- 
ary steam  engine  of  10-horse  power,  at  41-43  Fort 
Hill  square. 

Charles  Rollins,  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary 
steam  engine  of  15-horse  power,  at  415-417  Co- 
lumbus avenue. 

Orders  of  notice  were  passed  for  hearings 
thereon,  on  Monday,  Dec.  12,  at  4  o'clock  P.M. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

6.  Message  from  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  trans- 
mitting a  communication  from  Messrs.  Paine 
and  Burgess  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the 
copy  of  the  resolutions  recently  passed  by  the 
City  Council  concerning  the  international  yacht- 
ing contest. 

Placed  on  tile. 

7.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  leave 
to  withdraw,  on  the  petition  of  Angus  L.  Fraser 
for  compensation  on  account  of  the  death  of  his 
minor  son  at  City  Hospital,  due  to  the  alleged 
negligence  of  the  city's  agents,  came  down  re- 
ferred to  Board  of  Trustees  of  City  Hospital. 

The  Board  concurred. 

Drill  Hall  in  East  Boston. 

8.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings, recommending  the  passage  of  the  follow- 
ing: 
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Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  public 
■buildings,  under  the  direction  of  His  Honor  the 
Mayor,  be  authorized  to  hire,  for  drill-hall  ac- 
commodations for  the  use  of  the  East  Boston 
High  School,  a  building  located  on  Paris  street, 
East  Boston,  and  known  as  the  "Paris  Rink,"  at 
a  rental  of  not  exceeding  S300  per  annum;  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
schoolhouses,  public  buildings. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Aid.  Sullivan-— At  the- meeting  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  at  which  that  mat- 
ter was  considered,  no  member  of  ihis  Board 
was  present.  It  is  a  matter  that  I  think  the 
members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  ought  to 
look  into,  and  therefore  I  move  it  be  recommit- 
ted to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

The  motion  to  recommit  prevailed. 

Phillips-Street  Schoolyard. 

9.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings, recommending  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Ordered.  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  hereby 
authorized  to  execute  a  deed,  in  tin-  name  and 
behalf  of  the  city,  to  James  P.  Chary,  of  a  por- 
tion of  the  lot  of  the  Phillip-  stret  I  schoolhouse, 
Roxbury,  containing  240  square  feet,  and  being 
shown  on  a  plan  made  by  the  city  surveyor. 
dated  Nov.  it.  1886;  on  condition  of  tin-  said 
Cleary  paying  to  the  city  tin-  sum  of  60  cents  per 
square  foot  for  said  land,  and  agreeing  to  erect  a 
board  fence  five  feet  in  height  on  the  line  di- 
viding the  said  portion  of  land  from  the  school- 
yard. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question* 
came  «>n  tie  I  the  order. 

Aid.  C.  w.  Smith— I  should  like  t.>  have  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  give  this  Bi  ard 
reason  for  Belling  a  portion  "f  a  school- 
house  yard.  We  are  often  railed  open  to  en- 
large a  schoolhouse  yard;  this  is  the  tirst  in- 
stance I  have  known  of  when  we  were  asked  to 
Sell  a  portion  of  it.     I  hope  that  s.  .ine   reason    for 

it  will  be  given. 

Aid  Ai.i.kn— The  party  named  in  this  order 
owns  an  adjoining  estate,  and  there  is  no  way  in 

Which  he  ean  secure  drain.'  be   shall  be 

permitted  to  go  through  this  yard  ami  take  a 
utile  n  widtli  (if  I  remember 

rightly) ofl  one  end.    The  land  is  BO  situat.  d  that 

it  is  impossible  for  him  to  drain  any  other  "wny, 
inasmuch  as  he  cannot  very  well  drain  up  hill. 

1      WaB     referred     to     the     School     (' - 

mittee,  and    they  reported    that    it  would    1»-    no 

detriment  to  the  Bchoolhouse  property  <>r  the 
yard  if  a  very  small  strip  five  feel  wide  and  '■><■<■ 

DO  feet   long— 

The  '  n  mimas— Four  feet  wide. 

Aid.  Am  k\    Four  feet  wide-  should  be  out  off 

from  the  end  of  tin-  yard.     In  view  of  the  i 

in  ide  by  the  School  Committee,  the  Committee 

on  I'ui. he  Buildinga  recommended  ti 

of  this  order.    They  had  a  good  deal  of  besita- 

i  bout  doing  ll  until  they  got  the  rep 
the  School  Committee;  bul  then  they  saw  do 
objection  and  recommended  thai  it  be  done 

the  Chairman  read  the  order  oi  the  School 
Committee  surrendering  the  .strip  oi  laud  to  the 
i        Council. 

■  rder    was    pas-eel    in    concurrence.      Aid. 

Sullivan  moved  to  reconsider;  lost 
\h  ii'ii,  rship  of  <  'ommon  I 

10.  Report  of  the  <  (ommittoe  on  i  trdinances  on 

-■  u   acceptance   bj    the   <  !ity   <  to  unci  I  of 
Chapter  210  of  the  acts  of  1887.   relating  to  tie- 

nuinberol   members  of  the  Comn Council. 

I' 
I  he  question  nrrence, 

\M  i  irroll  — As  I  understand  11  every 
member  lias  read  or  musl  ■•  thai  re- 

port.  1  move  the  further  reading  i»-  dispensed 
with. 

ii,.  motion  prevailed  and  the  question  ci 

cepl  lug  the  report. 
Aid.  i  \ici  "it     I  think  the  members  oi  the 
trill  appreciate  the  fact  and  also  the  sltu- 
i   |  that  tie-   mattei  having 
been  defeated  in  the  C n  Council  an 

lion  of  ours  in    I-  Ceptillg    the    act    will 

not  amount  to. anything  so  far  as  changing  the 
result.  Hie  vote  ol  tin  Common  Council  has 
decided  tie-  matter,  ami  there  could  not,  under 
any  possib 

•  ir     i  think  the  Board  fully  undei stand 
thai  facl 
rbe  Boan       nourred  in  I  itance  of  tin 

l.oll 


Petition  of  Michael  C.  O'Hare. 

11.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Water,  leave 
to  withdraw,  on  the  petition  of  Michael  C. 
O'Hare.  Accepted  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
Oct.  31.  Sent  down  for  concurrence ;  comes 
hack  endorsed :  In  Common  Council,  Nov.  17. 
recommitted  to  Committee  on  Water,  with 
instructions  to  give  the  petitioner  a  hearing. 

The  question  was  on  concurrence. 

Aid.  Carroll— In  rising  here  today  I  do  that 
which  I  regret  most  exceedingly.  This  man 
who  asks  relief  here  is  one  that  undoubtedly 
needs  and  should  receive  it.  This  matter  was 
referred  to  and  has  been  considered  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims.  That  committee  had  no  legal 
right  to  do  anything  to  assist  this  man,  but  by 
vote  of  that  committee  the  petition  was  refer- 
red to  the  Boston  Water  Board.  They  reported 
back  to  me  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Water,  and  I  reported  their  findings  here,  after 
consulting  with  the  Other  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Water.  After  doing  that  which  I 
thought  was  a  duty.  Mr.  Chairman.  I  have  had 
to  take  such  personal  abuse,  that  if  I  did  not  re- 
-i"  Ct  the  dignity  of  the  position  1  hold.  I  would 
very  nearly  have  wrung  the  man's  nose.  He 
comes   in   now.    and    has   had   somebody    in  the 

Common  Council  get  it  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee to  give  him  a  hearing.  Mr.  Chairman,  the 
members  of  the  Water  Hoard  know  the  facts. 
There  is  nothing  to  the  claim.  Justice  has  been 
done  the  man.  and  no  more  can  he  done;  and  if 
members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  must  sub- 
mit to  a  tirade  of  abuse  from  people  who  think 
they  have  claims  when  they  have  not.  then  it 
is  about  time  for  us  to  retire  from  our  positions 
The     Hoard     uoncoucui  red     in     the    reference 

with  instructions.  Aid. Carroll  moved  torecon- 
sid   r;  lout.     Sent  down. 

THE  ELECTRIC    I  [OHTS. 

Aid.  N.  ti.  Smith— l  want  to  rise.  Mr.  Chair- 
man, to  a  personal  explanation  and  a  question 
of  privilege.  Ab  this  is  an  economical  govern- 
ment, I  want  to  call  the  attention  of  the  chair- 
man to  the  fact  that  we  seem  to  he  enjoying  a 
Feast   of   light.     The   electric    light    just    at    this 

time  seems  aide  to  illuminate  itself,  and  al- 
though it  has  gone  out  tw  ice.  ami  is  liable  to  go 
out  again  at  any  moment,  still  1  think  we  should 
reduce  the  cost  of  gas   as    much    as    possible     or 

i  ither  the  cost  of  lighting  this  chamber    and  if 

we  put  out  the  gas  I  e  in  pora  ri  I  y .  we  mas   he  a  hie 

to  get  along.    At  any  rate,  1  think  one  or  the 

ether  light  ought  to  be  put  out. 

The  Chairman     The  chair  would  state  that 

inasmuch  as  the  lights    ha\c    already    gone  out 

twice,  he  has  instructed  the   oiij    messenger  to 

allow   the  gas  to  remain  lighted. 

\hl  BROHWICB  lam  \  in  glad.  Mr  Chair- 
man, to  h.  a  i'  \  on  ma  Uo  '  hat  decision,    as   it    will 

bo  necessurj  to  have  light  on  the  Bubjects  which 
w ill  come  before  us  tins  afternoon 

C  Ml    RS       I    ROM        I  111         I    oMM.iS       I    OI    SI    II  CON- 

I  1S1    I    n 

p.'.  The  following  order,  "That  the  old  school- 

I si-  on  Bast  Street  now   in    charge   ol   the  I'ul. 

lie  Building  Department  he  transferred  to  the 
polici  Department,  to  be  used  as  a  house  o1  de 
lention  for  women."    Passed  In  Board  oi    Mdor- 

iio  ii.  i  ii  i   si,  t^s;.  ami  gent  down    for  concur- 

l  .  m.  .         I    I  an.       bat  I-     I  n  111    the    I   olllicil.   Nov  .    17, 

•  p.  inil  to  Committee  on  Public  Buildings, 

A  it  h  in-l  i  in  1 1.  n  '  public  hearing. 

I;.  i.  rred  to  said  committee,  w  it  h  instructions 

to  give  a  public  healing,  in  concurrence. 

Abatement  of  Aliened   Vuisannes. 

18.  Report  of  the  .loint  st ling  Committee 

■  n  Health,  leave  to  withdraw,  on  the  petitions 

latomenl  ol  alleged  nuiss nces  at  or  near 

Harrison  nation  and  Glover's  corner,     Vccepted 

In  Board  ol  Aldermen,  I  >■  t    81,  ami  Bontdown 

•  in  unci tomes    back     lioin    Common 

tun  i  nit.  Nov,  it.  IKS7.  recommitted  to  Com  ml  t- 
i  Health,  with  instructions  to  give  a  public 
Ing 

The  ques! was  toncurrence  in  said  rc- 

c<  immit  ii  I  wiili  Inst  met  ions. 
\hl.  Carroll    i  think    the    Committee  on 

Health     has    given     tins     mailer    a     nunc     than 

thorough  Investigation, and  thoj  presented  tin  Ir 

con.  in- h  i"  the  Cltj  <  ■ ii       I  hej   admit 

thai   some   things  oughl   tn  be  done,   But,   Mr, 

l    lii  i  i  man.   to  do    I  hem    Would    cost    \  i  I  \    in  ;il  I  \    ,i 

million  dollars      \ml  forunj  nbi  r<  i  iheCltj 

Count  ii.  i  nil  lie  present  condition  oi  the  nnan- 
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ces  of  the  city,  to  ask  any  further  consideration 
of  that  at  the  present  time  is  simply  insane,  and 
I  hope  we  will  not  concur  with  the  Council  but 
will  adhere  to  our  former  action. 

Aid.  Allen— It  might  be  perhaps  inferred  from 
the  way  that  order  is  put  in  here  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health  have  not  given  a  faithful  con- 
sideration to  the  subiect.but  such  is  not  the  fact. 
Not  only  was  it  read  before  the  committee  here  in 
thehall.buton  another  occasion  they  visited  the 
premises  with  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Health, 
the  city  engineer,  and  also  the  agent  for  the 
Board  of  Health,  who  has  particular  supervision 
of  the  district ;  and  while  the  committee  were 
fully  convinced  that  it  was  a  desirable  thing  to 
do,  still  they  did  not  see  their  way  clear  to 
recommending  it  being  done,  inasmuch  as  to 
take  hold  of  the  work  would  involve  a  very 
large  expense,  as  has  been  said  by  the  gentle- 
man who  preceded  me— an  expense  which  we 
are  not  warranted  in  undertaking  with  the 
present  condition  of  our  finances.  I  hope  that 
at  some  later  time,  when  the  city  is  better  able, 
they  will  take  the  matter  in  hand  and  cover  up 
those  flats  and  put  ihem  in  condition,  so  that 
1hey  ■will  not  be  a  nuisance  to  the  neighborhood. 
I  admit  they  are  a  nuisance  now,  but  certainly 
our  finances  will  not  allow  us  to  take  the  matter 
in  hand  at  the  present  time. 

The  Board  voted  to  adhere  to  its  former  ac- 
tion.   Notice  sent  down. 

Sale  of  Land  Belonging  to  City. 

14.  The  following  order,  "That  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  be  and  they  are  author- 
ized to  sell  by  public  auction,  upon  such  terms 
and  for  such  price  as  they  shall  deem  to  be  for 
the  best  interest  of  the  city,  the  land  belonging 
to  Ihe  city  of  Boston  on  the  east  side  of  N  street, 
between  East  Second  and  East  Third  streets,  at 
South  Boston,  measuring  200  feet  front  on  said 
N  street,  and  containing  25,000  square  feet,  more 
or  le.-s.  the  proceeds  of  the  same  to  be  placed  in 
1he  (B)  hands  of  the  Sinkii  g  Fund  Commission- 
ers for  the  purpose  of  decreasing  the  city  debt 
(C).  Passea  in  Board  of  Aldermen,  Oct.  17,  and 
sent  down  for  concurrence.  In  Common  Council, 
Oct.  20,  concurred,  with  this  amendment: 
strike  out  the  words  between  B  and 
C,  and  insert  in  place  thereof  the  words  "re- 
served fund."  In  Board  of  Aldermen.  Oct.  24, 
returned  totheCommon  Council  as  not  in  proper 
form,  it  not  appearing  that  the  action  of  the 
Common  Council  was  taken  by  a  two  thirds 
vote.  In  Common  Council,  Nov.  17,  1887,  comes 
back  with  the  following  endorsement:  "Re- 
spectfully returned  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen." 

Accompanying  the  above  order  is  a  report  of 
1he  Committee  on  Joint  Rules,  that  the  point  of 
order  raised  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  was  not 
well  taken  and  should  not  be  sustained. 

Report  accepted  in  concurrence,  and  the  ques- 
tion came  on  concurring  in  the  amendment. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  trust  the  Board  will  ad- 
here to  its  former  action.  I  think  the  city  ordi- 
nances provide  at  the  present  time  that  the 
moneys  received  from  the  sale  of  public  lands 
should  go  into  the  sinking  fund  unless  other- 
wise ordered.  Now  I  am  aware  that  the  re- 
served fund  is  very  low,  but  this  amount  re- 
ceived from  the  land  will  also  be  small  and  will 
not  ass'st  the  fund  very  much.  It  is  the  practice 
of  the  Street  Commissioners  at  the  present  time, 
and  has  been  for  a  number  of  years,  to  sell  the 
cty  land  at  auction,  on  the  following  terms,  20 
per  cent  cash,  the  remaining  80  percent  in  eight 
annual  payments  of  10  per  cent  each.  Now  if 
the  proceeds  are  placed  in  the  reserved  fund,  it 
seems  to  me  it  would  be  necessary  to  sell  it  for 
cash,  otherwise  the  reserved  fund  would  only 
receive  somewhere  about  $2000  at  the  present 
time.  This  land  is,  I  suppose,  worth  from  30  to 
40  cents  a  foot,  and  all  the  land  if  sold  would 
bring  somewhere  from  $7000  to  $10,000,  and  a 
better  price,  it  is  supposed,  is  obtained  for  the 
city  'and  by  selling  it  upon  those  easy  terms.  I 
think  the  Board  would  do  well  to  adhere  to  its 
former  action. 

Aid.  Carroll— The  gentleman  justifies  any 
action  he  Board  may  lake  by  simply  quoting 
those  words,  "unless  otherwise  ordered."  If 
both  branches  of  the  City  Council  wish  to 
do  otherwise  they  have  a  right  to  under  the 
ordinance.  He  quotes  the  ordinance.  My 
opinion  is  that  the  reserved  fund  is  so  low 
that  we  ought  to  do  something  to  replenish 
it,  as,  if  any  emergency  arises,  we  might 
have  to  depend  upon  the  reserved  fund.    As  we 


stand  to  day.  if  disease,  pestilence  or  anything 
of  that  kind  visits  us,  we  are  in  an  unfortunate 
position,  and  I  should  say.  from  reading  letters 
not  only  from  our  own  mayor,  but  Mayor  Hewitt 
of  New  York,  that  disease  is  not  very  far  from 
us,  and  we  should  be  prepared  for  it  in  case  it 
visits  us,  I  trust  we  will  change  our  vote  from 
what  it  was  originally. 

The  motion  to  adhere  to  former  action  was 
declared  lost.  Aid.  C  W.  Smith  doubted  the 
vote;  a  rising  vote  was  taken  and  the  motion 
was  lost,  four  aldermen  voting  in  the  affirma- 
tive, six  in  the  negative.    . 

The  Board  voted  to  concur  with  the  Common 
Council  in  the  amendment. 

Aid.  Carrol  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

Permanent  Basis  for  Laborers. 

15.  Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  instruct  the  superintendent  of  streets 
to  place  the  present  force  of  laborers  and  me- 
chanics in  the  Paving  Department  on  a  per- 
manent basis,  at  a  yearly  salary  of  $626  for 
laborer?,  and  $939  for  mechanics. 

The  question  was  on  concurrence  in  the  pass- 
age of  the  order. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  hope  that  order  will  pass. 

Aid.  Allen  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence :  yeas  8, 
nays  3: 

Yeas— Aid.  Bromwich,  Capen,  Carroll,  Dono- 
van, Lee,  Maguire,  McLaughlin,  Sullivan- 8. 

Nays— Aid.  Allen,  Haynes,  C.  W.  Smith— 3. 

Aid.  Capen  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

CONFIRMATION     OF    EXECUTIVE     APPOINTMENT 

Under  unfinished  business,  the  Board  took  up 
the  appointment  of  George  W.  Roberts  to  he  a 
field-driver  and  pound-keeper  at  Brighton. 

The  question  was  on  confirmation. 

Whole  number  of  votes  10;  yes  9,  no  1,  and 
the  appointment  was  confirmed. 

TRANSFER  OF   APPROPRIATIONS. 

On  the  motion  of  Aid.  Lee,  the  Board  pro- 
ceeded to  take  up  special  assignment,  4.30  P.M., 
viz.: 

16.  Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  transfer  all  the  unex- 
pended balance  of  the  special  appropriation  for 

'Wharf.  Paving  Department"  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Paving  Department. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  on 
motion  of  Aid.  Lee. 

ACCEPTANCE  OF  LOCATIONS. 

Notices  were  received  of  acceptance  of  loca- 
tions, as  follows : 

Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  119th  loca- 
tion. 

Union  Freight  Railroad  Company,  9th  loca- 
tion, side  track  in  Commercial  street. 

Boston  Consolidated  Street  Railway  Company 
4th  location. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 

EDGESTONE  AND  SIDEWALK  ASSESSMENTS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  from  the  office  of  the 
superintendent  of  streets  schedules  of  the  cost 
of  furnishing  and  paving  sidewalks  in  front  of 
sundry  estates,  with  orders  that  the  persons 
named  in  the  schedules  be,  and  they  hereby  are, 
charged  and  assessed  with  one  half  the  sum  set 
to  their  respective  names,  as  their  proportional 
part  of  the  cost  thereof. 

Orders  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

STEAM  ENGINES. 

Aid.  Haynes  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Steam  Engines,  recommending  that 
licenses  be  granted  on  the  usual  conditions,  to 
erect  and  use  stationary  steam  engines  as  fol- 
lows: 

Charles  S.  Gove  &  Co.,  seven-horse  power.  No. 
30  Canal  street,  Ward  7. 

George  P.  Sanborn  &  Co.,  eight-horse  power, 
No.  28  North  Market  street. 

Reports  accepted,  licenses  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

Also  reports  that  permits  be  granted  to  locate 
and  use  steam  boilers  for  heating  purposes,  as 
follows: 

C.  M.  Cotting,  eight-horse  power,  68  Boylston 
street. 

De Wolfe,  Fiske  &  Co.,  five-horse  power,  365 
Washington  street. 

Mrs.  Ellen  Stevens,  12  horse-power,  Elm  Hill, 
near  Cherry  street. 
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Rt.  Rev.  Jolm  J.  Williams,  22-horse  power,  384- 
400  Sumner  street. 

A.  C.  Jordan,  eight-horse  power,  Mt.  Vernon 
street,  near  Garfield  avenue. 

George  T.  Morrison,  six-horse  power,  Gardner 
Btreet,  corner  Linden  street. 

S.  M.  McNeil,  seven-horse  power,  Bellevue 
Terrace,  off  Quiney  street. 

L.  Descalzo  &  Co.,  two  35-horse  power,  Hav- 
iland  street. 

A.  K.  Richmond,  two  three-horse  power,  135  I 
street. 

Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  Corporation, 
four-horse  power,  La  Grange  street,  near  Jordan 
street. 

J.  C.  Gerlach,  10-horse  power,  361  Atlantic 
avenue. 

J.  W.  French,  eight-horse  power,  35  Sheridan 
avenue. 

J.  B.  Batchelder,five-horse  power,  411  Washing- 
ton street. 

George  &  Muldoon,  12-horse  power,  Dunlow 
street,  near  Simmons  street. 

O.  E.  Madden,  14-horse  power,  51  Mt.  Pleasant 
avenue. 

Pike;  Ordway  &Co.,  seven-horse  power,(manu- 
facturmg  purposes,)  6  Charlestown  street. 

Robert  Codman,  50-horse  power,  25-21  Kilby 
street. 

Reports  accepted,  permits  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

PROJECTIONS  AND  EXCAVATIONS. 

Aid.  Sullivan,  for  the  Committee  on  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings  (Aid.),  submitted  reports  re- 
commending that  permits  be  granted  on  the 
following  petitions: 

Timothy  Connolly,  to  project  a  bay  window 
from  building  corner  Westminster  and  Windsor 
streets. 

George  W.  Taylor,  to  project  four  bay  windows 
from  building  No.  102  Huntington  avenue,  cor- 
ner Garrison  street. 

J.  G.  Cooper,  to  construct  the  cellar  bottom  of 
a  building  on  Providence  street,  rear  of  96  Boyls- 
ton  street  at  grade  eight. 

Mai  y  A.  Prmdle,  to  excavate  cellar  in  proposed 
building  on  West  Springfield  street,  in  rear  of 
764  Tremont  slreet.  to  grade  nine. 

Reports  severally  accepted,  leave  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 

INSPECTION  OF  BUILDINGS. 

Aid.  Sullivan  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  Depart- 
ment for  the  Inspection  of  Buildings: 

Report  and  order — That  the  inspector  of 
buildings  be  authorized  to  issue  a  permit  to  the 
Sewall  &  Day  Cordage  Company  to  build,  out- 
side the  building  limits,  a  series  of  buildings  to 
connect  their  buildings  on  AVestern  avenue,  near 
Everett  street,  Ward  25,  in  accordance  with  an 
application  on  file  in  the  Department  for  the  In- 
spection of  Buildings. 

Report  and  ordei — That  the  inspector  of  build- 
ings be  authorized  to  issue  a  permit  to  the  St. 
Ann's  Episcopal  Church  Corporation  to  build 
outside,  the  city  limits  a  wooden  addition  to 
building  on  Cottage  street,  near  Dudley  street, 
Ward  20,  in  excess  of  size  allowed,  and  without 
the  construction  of  a  brick  wall  as  required  by 
the  ordinances,  and  in  accordance  with  an  ap- 
plication on  file  in  the  Department  for  the  In- 
spection of  Buildings;  said  addition  to  be  occu- 
pied for  church  purposes;  main  building  occu- 
pied for  church  purposes. 

Reports  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

SEWERS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Sewers  (Aid.): 

Order  of  notice  for  hearing  on  Monday  next, 
at  4  o'clock  P.M.,  on  the  expediency  of  construct- 
ing a  common  sewer  as  follows: 

In  Congress  street.  Ward  12,  between  the  sea- 
wall and  Atlantic  avenue. 

Order  passed. 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
the  following  petitions: 

Bridget  Coppinger,  for  abatement  of  sewer 
assessment  against  her  estate  on  Longwood  ave- 
nue. 

Francis  II.  Gallagher,  for  abatement  of  sewer 
assessment  on  his  estate  on  Rogeis  street. 

Reports  accepted. 

Report  and  order— That  the  city  treasurer  be 
instructed  to  refund  to  Persia  B.  Svvett  the  sum 


of  $21.91,  being  amount  paid  by  Isaac  O.  and  Per- 
sis  B.  Swett  in  excess  on  sewer  assessment  levied 
against  their  estate  for  a  sewer  in  Western  ave- 
nue, Market  and  Waverley  streets,  Ward  25. 

Report  and  order— That  the  sewer  assessment 
levied  against  the  estate  of  Martin  Ryan, 
amounting  to  $70.78,  for  a  sewer  in  Western 
avenue,  Market,  Waverley  streets,  etc.,  Brigh- 
ton, be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  apportioned  and 
made  payable  in  three  equal  parts  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  Chapter  50.  Section 
75  of  the  Public  Statutes  of  Massachusetts. 

Report  and  order— That  the  sewer  assessments 
levied  against  the  estate  of  Charles  W.  Sander- 
son, amounting  respectively  to  one  hundred 
thirty-six  and  82-100  dollars,  ($136  82-100),  and 
sixty-five  and  15-100  dollars  ($65  15-100)  for  a 
sewer  in  Western  avenue.  Market,  Waverley 
streets,  etc.,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  abated, 
in  consideration  of  right  of  way  given  by  said 
Sanderson  to  the  city  of  Boston. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

Report  recommending  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  sewer  assessment  levied  on 
the  estate  of  Jolm  H.  Walsh  for  a  sewer  in 
North  Beacon  street  amounting  to  $63.62.  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  abated  and  reassessed  on  the 
Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Corporation. 

Ordered,  That  the  sewer  assessments  amount- 
ing respectively  to  $45.52  anil  $46  91  levied  upon 
the  estate  of  John  H.  Walsh  for  a  sewer  on 
North  Beacon  street  be,  and  the  same  are  here- 
by abated  on  account  of  overestimate  of  land 
benefited. 

Ordered,  That  the  sewer  assessment  levied 
March  2.  1887,  for  a  sewer  in  Arthur,  Herrick  and 
Hichborn  streets  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
abated  and  reassessed  in  accordance  with  the 
accompanying  schedule. 

[Annexed  was  the  accompanying  schedule.] 

Report  accepted,  orders  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

claims. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Claims: 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Eliza  Floyd's  heirs 
(unfinished  business  of  last  year),  to  be  com- 
pensated for  damages  to  estate  on  corner  Blue 
Hill  avenue  and  Harvard  street,  caused  by  the 
discharge  of  sewer  from  Wales  and  other  streets 
— Recommending  that  the  petitioners  have 
leave  to  withdraw. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Ellen  Floyd's  heirs, 
to  be  compensated  for  land  taken  from  their  es- 
tate, corner  of  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Harvard 
street,  for  a  sewer,  and  for  damages  occasioned 
on  account  of  the  construction  of  said  sewer- 
Recommending  reference  of  the  petition  to  the 
Committee  on  Sewers  on  the  part  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen. 

Report  accepted,  said  reference  ordered. 
Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Asahol  H.  Glover,  to 
be  compensated  for  damages  to  his  estate,  on 
account  of  the  change  of  grade  of  Dorchester 
avenue— Recommending  that  the  petitioner 
have  leave  to  withdraw. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

STABLES. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health  (Aid.),  recommending  that 
leave  be  granted,  on  the  usual  conditions,  to  oc- 
cupy stables  as  follows: 

Petitions  to  occupy  buildings  for  stables  as 
follows: 

Abraham  Brandli,  proposed  wooden,  two 
horses,  in  rear  Breed  street.  Ward  23 

O.  Lenthy,  propose  wooden,  one  horse.  Per- 
kins street,  near  Canterbury  street.  Ward  23. 

Charles  M.  Hinckly,  old  wooden,  three  addi- 
tional horses,  Charles-street  place,  Ward  4. 

Jolm  Giniii,  proposed  wooden,  one  horse,  18 
Carson  stree  ,  Ward  24. 

Accepted. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Michael  Leonard, 
proposed  wooden,  two  horses,  47  Valo  street. 
Ward  21.  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw. 

Report  accepted;  leave  grantod  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

LICENSES. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee   on    Licenses,    recommending   that 
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minors'  licenses    be  granted   to   10  newsboys, 
three  bootblacks  and  two  peddlers. 

Severally  accepted;  licenses  g>  anted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving  (Aid.) : 

Reports  and  order— That  the  superintendent  of 
streets  be  directed  to  pave  the  sidewalk  with 
brick  in  front  of  the  following  estates : 

Emanuel  Nathan,  between  Clarence  street 
and  Woodward  avenue,  on  Dudley  street. 

Catherine  Craig,  148  Havre  street. 

Robert  R.  Ring,  132  Havre  street. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order — That  the  superintendent  of 
streets  be  directed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones 
in  front  of  estate  of  Mrs.  M.  A.  Morse,  fifth  on 
right  from  Warren  street,  on  Townsend  street. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Beports  that  leave  be  granted,  on  the  usual 
conditions,  as  follows: 

John  J.  Ahern,  to  move  a  wooden  building 
from  8  Cottage  street,  Ward  20,  to  Bartlett  court. 
Ward  20. 

Jones.  Cook  &  Co.,  to  erect  a  derrick  on  lot  ad- 
jo  ning  their  land  on  East  Second  street. 

R>  p<  n  accepted,  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions 

Rep  rt  and  order— That  the  superintendent  of 
streets  be  directed  to  lay  a  crosswalk  at  2168 
Washington  street,  opposite  Winthrop  place,  the 
expen-e  of  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priati  n  for  paving. 

Report  accepted.order  passed  under  suspension 
of  the  rule. 

FOWLS  KIT  LED  BY  DOGS. 

Aid.  Maguire,  for  the  Committee  on  Police 
(Aid.)  submitted  the  following: 

Repori  and  order— That  there  be  allowed  and 
paid  to  W.  A.  Newton  the  sum  of  $9.75,  in  com- 
pensation for  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  a  dog;  said 
sum  to  be  paid  from  the  income  from  dog 
licenses. 

Report  and  order — That  there  be  allowed  and 
paid  to  Louis  Monto  the  sum  of  §4  50,  in  compen- 
sation for  loss  of  his  fowls  killed  by  a  dog;  said 
sum  to  be  paid  from  the  income  from  dog 
licenses. 

Report  and  order — That  there  be  allowed  and 
pa  d  to  Perez  P.  Nichols  the  sum  of  $22.50,  in 
compensation  for  the  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs ; 
said  sum  to  be  paid  from  the  income  from  dog 
licenses. 

Report  and  order— That  there  be  allowed  and 
paid  to  David  M.  Eldridge  the  sum  of  $16  50,  in 
compensation  for  the  loss  of  his  fowls  killed  by 
dogs ;  said  sum  to  be  paid  from  the  income  from 
dog  licenses. 

Report  and  order — That  there  be  allowed  and 
paid  to  Frank  B.  Banks  the  sum  of  $2.25.  in  com- 
pensation for  the  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs; 
said  sum  to  be  paid  from  the  income  from  dog 
licenses. 

Report  and  order — That  there  be  allowed  and 
paid  to  Thomas  Knapp  the  sum  of  $9,  in  com- 
pensation for  the  loss  of  his  fowls,  killed  by 
dogs ;  said  sum  to  be  paii  from  the  income  from 
dog  licenses. 

Report  and  order— That  there  be  allowed  and 
paid  to  Patrick  A.  Rogers  the  sum  of  $6.75,  in 
compensation  for  the  loss  of  fowls  killed  by 
dogs;  said  sum  to  be  paid  from  the  income  from 
dog  licenses. 

Report  and  order— That  there  be  allowed  and 
paid  to  Henry  Whittaker  the  sum  of  $2.25,  in 
compensation  for  the  loss  of  fowls  killed  by 
dogs :  said  sum  to  be  paid  from  the  income  from 
dog  licenses. 

Report  and  order— That  there  be  allowed  and 
paid  to  L.  F.  McKendry  the  sum  of  $7.50.  in  com- 
pensation for  the  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs ; 


said  sum  to  be  paid  from  the  income  from  dog 
licenses. 

Reports  severally  accepted,  orders  passed 
under  suspension  of  the  rules. 

ELECTION  WARRANTS. 

Aid.  Allen  offered  an  order— That  warrants 
be  issued  for  meetings  of  the  legal  voters  of  this 
city  at  the  several  polling-places  within  the 
voting  precincts  in  which  they  respectively  re- 
side, on  Tuesday,  the  13th  day  of  December 
next,  at  7  o'clock  A.M.,  then  and  there  to  give 
in  their  ballots  for  one  able  and  discreet  person, 
to  be  mayor  for  the  term  of  one  year ;  also  for 
one  able  and  discreet  person  to  be  street  coin- 
mi  sioner  for  the  term  of  three  years ;  also  for 
eight  persons  to  be  members  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee for  the  term  of  three  years.  All  the  fore- 
going to  be  inhabitants  of  this  city.  Also  in  each 
aldermanic  district  to  give  in  their  ballots  for 
one  able  and  discreet  person  being  a  legal  voter 
and  inhabitant  of  the  district,  to  be  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  for  the  ensuing  year; 
also  in  each  ward  to  give  in  their  ballots  for 
three  able  and  discreet  men,  qualified  voters  in 
such  wards,  to  be  members  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  for  the  ensuing  year,  ex- 
cept that  in  Ward  22  one  member  and 
in  Ward  25  two  members  shall  be  voted 
for.  All  the  foregoing  to  be  voted  for  on  one 
ballot.  Also  at  the  same  time  and  places  to  give 
in  their  ballots  "Yes"  or  "No,"  in  answer  to  the 
question,  "Shall  licenses  be  granted  for  the  sale 
of  intoxicating  liquors  in  this  city?"  Also.for 
meetings  at  the  same  time  and  places  of  such 
female  voters  as  are  qualified  for  the  purpose  to 
give  in  their  votes  for  eight  persons  to  be  mem- 
bers of  the  School  Committee,  as  aforesaid.  All 
such  persons  to  be  voted  for  on  one  ballot. 

The  polls  to  be  closed  at  4  o'clock  P.  M. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

STATUE  OF  LIEF    ERICSON. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  offered  an  order— That  the 
city  architect,  under  the  direction  of  His  Honor 
the  Mayor,  be  authorized  to  have  the  fountain, 
basin  and  curbing  built  and  set,  in  connection 
with  the  statue  of  Lief  Ericson,  on  Common- 
wealth avenue,  and  the  expense,  not  exceeding 
S3500,  to  be  charged  to  the  income  of  the  Phillips- 
street  fund. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

BRIDGES  OVER  STONY  BROOK. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  an  order — That  the  super- 
intendent of  bridges  be  requested  to  repair  the 
bridges  over  Stony  brook  on  Florence  street,  and 
on  Washington  street,  between  Poplar  and  Kit- 
tredge  streets. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

TRANSFER  OF  APPROPRIATION. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an  order— That  the  sum 
of  $9680  be  and  hereby  is  transferred  from  the  ap- 
propriation for  Mt.  Washington-avenue  bridge 
to  the  appropriation  for  bridges. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

ABATEMENT  OF  EDGESTONE  ASSESSMENT. 

Aid.  Maguire  offered  an  order— That  the 
edgestone  assessment  amounting  to  $13.80,  lev- 
ied: Nov.  2,  1887,  against  estate  of  Elizabeth  L. 
McMasters,  17  Rand  street,  Ward  20,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby  abated.    Cause,  inability  to  pay. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

TELEPHONE  AND  TELEGRAPH  WIRES. 

Aid.  Maguire  offered  an  order— That  the 
New  England  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company 
be  authorized  to  attach  its  wires  to  the  westerly 
side  of  Warren  bridge,  and  that  the  order, 
passed  by  this  Board,  Nov.  14,  authorizing  the 
said  company  to  attach  its  wires  t<>  the  easterly 
side  of  Warren  bridge,  be,  and  the  same  is  here- 
by rescinded. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Haynes,  at  5.38 
P.M. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 


Monday,  Nov.  28, 1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
at  4  P.M.,  Aid.  Donovan,  chairman,  presiding, 
and  all  the  members  present. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan  the  reading  of  the 
record  of  the  last  meeting  was  dispensed  with. 

HEARINGS  AT  FOUR  O'CLOCK. 

1.  On  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Con- 
gress street,  "Ward  12. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Sewers  (Aid.) 

2.  On  petition  of  Williani  Jenkins,  for  leave  to 
project  a  bay  window  from  building  150-158  Dor- 
chester avenue. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Department  for  In- 
spection of  Buildings  (Aid.) 

3.  On  petition  of  Burrill  &  Dutton,  for  license 
to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  engine  of  two- 
horse  power  at  Haverhill  street,  corner  of  Trav- 
erse street. 

Petitioners  granted  leave  to  withdraw,  in  ac- 
cordance with  communication  from  them  with- 
drawing their  petition. 

4.  On  petition  of  Sewall  &  Day  Cordage  Com- 
pany, for  license  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary 
engine  of  600-horse  power,  at  Western  avenue, 
corner  of  Everett  street,  Ward  25. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

PERMANENT  EMPLOYMENT  OF  WORKMEN. 

The  following  was  received : 
,  City  of  Boston, 

Executive  Department,  ] 

Nov.  23.  1887. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  order  so  unanimously  passed 
by  the  City  Council  in  relation  to  the  permanent 
employment  of  workmen  in  the  Paving  Depart- 
ment, being  merely  a  request  to  the  mayor,  does 
not  require  my  signature. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  letters  annexed  that  the 
plan,  if  desirable,  cannot  be  carried  into  opera- 
tion until  the  City  Council  shall  have  first  made 
the  necessary  appropriation  therefor. 
Yours  respectfully, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston,         ) 

Executive  Department,  } 

Nov.  23,    1887.  ) 

John   W.    McDonald,   Esq.,    superintendent  of 
streets. 

Dear  Sir,— I  respectfully  call  your  attention  to 
the  request  of  the  City  Council,  in  an  order 
passed  at  the  last  meeting,  in  relation  to  the 
permanent  employment  of  men  in  your  depart- 
ment. 

I  am  aware,  after  repeated  consultations  with 
you  on  this  subject,  that  it  is  your  desire  to 
make  the  work  in  your  department  as  perma- 
nent as  the  appropriations  of  the  City  Council 
will  admit,  and  submit  the  following  questions 
for  your  consideration : 

Question  1.  What  is  the  financial  condition  of 
your  department  at  the  present  time? 

Question  2.  How  much,  if  any.  additional  ap- 
propriation will  be  wanted  to  keep  the  force 
permanently  employed  to  the  end  of  the  finan- 
cial year? 

Question  3.  Have  you  an  abundance  of  neces- 
sary work  on  which  the  men  can  be  economic- 
ally employed,  if  the  means  are  provided? 
Yours  truly. 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Street  Department,  City  Hall.  ) 
Boston,  Nov.  23, 1887.        ) 
Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Mayor. 

Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  yours  of  this  date  would 
say  that,  in  answer  to  Question  1— that  the  bal- 
ance of  the  appropriation  now  on  hand  is  not 
sufficient  to  keep  the  force  fully  employed  to 
the  end  of  the  financial  year.  So  far  this  year 
the  force  has  been  very  fully  employed,  and 
scarcely  any  changes  have  taken  place. 

Question  No.  2:  It  will  require  $85,000  addi- 
tional appropriation  to  keep  the  force  perma- 


nently employed  the   balance  of  the  financial 
year. 

Question  No.  3:  There  is  an  abundance  of 
necessary  work  on  hand  to  keep  the  men  fully 
and  economically  employed.  This  consists  of 
the  crushing  of  stone,  labor  on  ledges,  the  com- 
pletion of  Humboldt  and  Massachusetts  ave- 
nues, preparatory  wrork  for  the  next  season,  un- 
rinirhed  work,  and  also  the  keeping  of  the 
streets  clear  of  snow.  In  fact,  much  of  this 
work  can  be  performed  to  more  advantage  in 
the  winter  months,  such  as  crushing  stone  and 
ledge  work,  than  in  summer. 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

John  W.  McDonald, 
Superintendent  of  Streets. 

Communication  sent  down. 

executive  appointment. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the 
mayor  making  the  following  appointment: 

To  be  a  measurer  of  wood  and  bark— Albert  T. 
Orrall. 

Laid  over. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Armories— Signal  Corps. 
Second  Brigade,  M.  V.  M.,  for  an  appropriation 
of  3100  for  furniture  and  repairs  at  their  armory, 
26  Pemberton  square. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims— Barque  Benja- 
min Dickerman.  by  T.  B.  Sprague,  agent,  for 
compensation  for  damages  received  from  the 
ferryboat  D.  D.  Kelly. 

To  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall.  etc. — 
Charles  E.  Allen,  for  leave  to  decorate  Faneuil 
Hall,  Dec.  9  and  10. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps— George  H.  Alex- 
ander and  others,  for  large  lamp  corner  Dor- 
chester and  Crescent  avenues. 

W.  D.  Vinal  and  others,  for  public  lamps  on 
Belvidere  street. 

Patrick  Carr  and  others,  for  public  lamps  on 
Tremont  place,  Ward  25. 

John  Finn  and  others,  for  additional  public 
lamps  on  Ruthven  street. 

M.  A.  King  and  others,  for  public  lamps  on 
Fairview  street,  Dorchester. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving  (Aid.)— Heirs 
Eben  Chadwick,  to  place  a  coal  hole  in  the  side- 
walk at  5  Tremont  street. 

C.  H.  Dill.  2d,  to  construct  four  coalholes  in 
front  of  19,  21  and  23  Eliot  street. 

Thomas  W.  Bicknell  and  others,  for  plank- 
walks  on  Warren  and  Coolidge  avenues,  Ward 
24. 

Linus  M.  Child,  to  insert  a  step  in  the  sidewalk 
at  20  South  Margin  street. 

John  J.  Meissner,  for  brick  'sidewalk,  No.  173 
Emerson  street. 

John  Twomey,  for  edgestone  and  brick  side- 
walk, 544  Saratoga  street. 

Mrs.  John  J.  B.  Sharp,  for  abatement  of  edge- 
stone  assessment  against  her  estate,  777  E.  Fifth 
Street. 

Wallace  L.  Pierce,  trustee,  for  leave  to  con- 
struct a  coal  hole  in  the  sidewalk  front  of  estate 
Nos.  8,  12  and  14  Huntington  avenue. 

John  Ritchie,  for  leave  to  lay  a  steam  pipe 
under  and  across  Federal  street  from  No.  67  to 
No.  92. 

James  Stephenson,  for  brick  sidewalk,  Village 
and  Emerald  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police  (Ald.)—R.  B. 
Tu1  tie,  for  compensation  for  loss  of  fowls  killed 
by  dog. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers  (Aid.)— Catherine 
E.  Downing,  for  abatement  of  the  sewer  assess- 
ment against  her  estate  on  Brighton  avenue. 

Granville  Fuller  and  others,  for  abatement  of 
the  sewer  assessment  against  their  estate  on 
Western  avenue. 

Thomas  M.  Stevens,  for  a  sewer  m  Belvidere 
street,  between  West  Chester  Park  and  Dalton 
street. 

Samuel  J.  Capen  and  others,  for  public  lamps 
on  Darling  street,  Dorchester. 

William  P.  Fowler  and  others,  for  public  lamps 
on  Lauriat  avenue,  Ward  24. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.— George  Mil- 
bank,  for  a  license  for  an  athletic  performance 
at  Music  Hall,  on  Monday  evening,  Dec.  19,  1887. 

James  H.  Sexton,  for  leave  to  give  a  wrestling 
exhibition  at  Music  Hall  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  20 

1887. 

To  the  Committee  on  the  Department  for  In- 
spection of  Buildings— -M.  C  Nay,  to  build  an 
addition  on  217-219  London  street,  Ward  1. 
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Anthony  Waterman,  to  build  an  addition  to 
building  in  rear  of  425  Medford  street.  "Ward  4. 

To  the  Committee  on  Electric  Wires— Boston 
Electric  Light  Company,  to  erect  eight  poles  on 
Warren  avenue,  between  Dartmouth  street  and 
Columbus  avenue. 

New  England  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Com- 
pany, for  leave  to  erect  18  poles  in  various  streets 
in  Charlestown. 

William  Gilligan,  for  edgestones  and  brick 
sidewalk,  30  Mechanic  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines,  etc.— 
Petitions  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  steam 
boilers  for  heating  purposes  as  follows: 

Frank  Evans,  277  Princeton  street,  E.  B. 

Ross,  JS  utter  &  Seabury  eight-horse  power, 
Richfield  street,  Ward  24. 

P.  McAleer,  nine-horse  power,  Hollis  street, 
orner  Tremont  street. 

To  Committee  on  Department  for  Inspection 
(r J  Buildings  (Aid.) — New  Jerusalem  Society  of 
Boston,  for  lamps  at  entrance  of  church  on 
Bowdoin  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings— 
Request  of  School  Committee,  fc.at  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  Monroe-street  primary  school- 
house  be  improved, 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  (Joint)— James 
Murphy,  for  compensation  for  the  use  of  his 
patent  for  the  current  year  on  the  dumping 
scow  used  by  the  city  of  Boston. 

To  the  Committee  on  Schools  and  School- 
houses— Request  of  School  Committee,  for  addi- 
tional primary  school  accommodations  in  the 
Lowell  district. 

Petitions  for  Bay  Windows. 

On  the  following  petitions,  viz. : 

Michael  F.  Dolan,  to  project  a  bay  window 
from  building  on  Centre  street,  Jamaica  Plain. 

William  Roonev,  to  project  a  bay  window  from 
building  on  Centre  street,  Jamaica  Plain. 

Orders  of  notice  were  passed  for  hearings 
thereon  on  Monday,  Dec.  5, 1887,  at  4  o'clock  P.M. 

Petition  for  Steam  Engine. 

On  the  following  petition,  viz. : 

A.  D.  Henderson,  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary 
steam  engine  of  10-horse  power  at  rear  of  371 
Western  avenue,  Ward  25. 

An  order  of  notice  was  passed  for  a  hearing 
thereon  on  Monday,  Dec.  19,  1887,  at  4  o'clock 
P.M. 

ERECTION   OF  TEMPORARY   SUPPORTS. 

Aid.  Sullivan  presented  a  petition  of  the  Bos- 
ton Sugar  Refining  Company,  for  leave  to  ereet 
temporary  supports  in  Webster  street,  while  re- 
pairing their  bridge  on  said  street. 

In  connection  with  the  petition.  Aid.  Sullivan 
offered  an  order — That  permission  be  hereby 
given  to  the  Boston  Sugar  Refining  Company 
to  erect  temporary  supports  in  Webster  street, 
East  Boston,  while  making  re  airs  on  their  over- 
head bridge  crossing  said  street,  said  supports  to 
be  erected  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  superin- 
tendent of  streets,  and  to  be  removed  within 
ten  days  from  the  date  of  the  passage  of  this 
order. 

Order  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

CONFIRMATION   OF  EXECUTIVE    APPOINTMENTS. 

Under  unfinished  business,  the  Board  took  up 
the  following  appointments  by  His  Honor  the 
Mayor : 

5.  Arthur  B.  Cook  and 

6.  Charles  F.  Gaynor  to  be  measurers  of 
grain. 

7.  George  H.  Innis  to  be  a  constable. 

It  was  voted,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan, 
that  a  ballot  be  taken  on  Nos.  5,  G  and  7  collec- 
tively. 

Committee— Aid.  Sullivan  and  Capen. 

Whole  number  of  ballots,  10;  yes  10,  no  0,  and 
the  appointments  were  confirmed. 

REPORTS  OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Communications  from  the  Superintendent  of 
Common,  etc.,  on  petitions — Recommending,  on 
petition  of  Charles  E.  Russell,  88  and  90  Beach 
street,  that  trees  in  front  of  his  estate  be 
pruned,  at  expense  of  petitioner,  and  on  petition 
of  George  Dodge,  18  Harvard  street,  that  no  rea- 
son is  seen  for  removing  tree  at  present. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 

Report  of  Fire  Commissioners,  on  petition  of 
C.  A.  Richards  and  others,  that  the  large  clock 
corner  of  Washington  and  Northampton  streets 
be  lighted  and  cared  for  by  the  city— That  said 


petition  is  respectfully  returned,  with  the  state- 
ment that  there  is  not  sufficient  appropriation 
to  meet  the  expense,  and  that  the  board  do  not 
care  to  take  the  responsibility. 

Sent  down. 

From  the  office  of  the  superintendent  of 
streets,  schedules  of  the  cost  of  furnishing  and 
setting  edgestones  in  front  of  sundry  estates, 
with  orders  that  the  persons  named  in  the 
schedules  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  charged  and 
assessed  with  one  half  the  sum  set  to  their  re- 
spective names,  as  their  proportionate  part  of 
the  cost  thereof. 

Orders  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

BONDS. 

The  bonds  of  Mellen  Chamberlain,  superin- 
tendent of  Public  Library,  and  Thomas  A, 
Crawford  and  Silas  G.  Gage,  constables,  were 
presented,  duly  certified, 

Severally  approved. 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

Aid.  Lee  presented  the  following: 

Office  of  the  f. 

Board   of  Fire  Commissioners,  [ 
Boston,  Nov.  2S,  1887.  ) 

fo    the  Honorable   the   City  Council,  City  of 

Boston. 

Gentlemen,— The  Board  of  Fire  Commission- 
ers request  your  honorable  body  to  pass  an  order 
giving  them  authority  to  purchase  one  third- 
class  Clapp  &  Jones  engine  of  present  make  for 
the  sum  of  $2600,  and  the  old  Clapp  &  Jones 
engine  now  owned  by  the  city,  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  general  appropriation  for  the 
Fire  Department. 

The  Commissioners  consider  this  a  very  ad- 
vantageous arrangement  for  the  city,  and  one 
that  they  will  be  unable  to  make  six  weeks 
hence.  The  present  use  engine  of  this  make, 
known  as  No.  24,  has  been  in  service  14  years ; 
usefulness  is  almost  over. 

The  engine  for  which  the  exchange  is  pro- 
posed is  of  the  most  modern  and  improved  pat- 
tern. For  the  Board, 

Robert  G.  Fitch,  Chairman. 

Sent  down. 

In  connection  with  the  above,  Aid.  Lee  of- 
fered an  order — That  the  Board  of  Fire  Com- 
missioners be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorised 
to  purchase  one  third-class  Clapp  &  Jones  en- 

f:ine  of  present  make,  and  to  give,  in  payment 
or  the  same,  one  Clapp  &  Jones  engine  now 
owned  by  the  city  and  the  sum  of  $2000;  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Fire 
Department. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule.  Sent 
down. 

LAW  DEPARTMENT. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following : 

The  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  whom  was 
referred  by  the  Common  Council  the  order  to 
consider  and  report  what  changes,  if  any,  are 
necessary  to  be  made  in  Chapter  25  of  the  Re- 
vised Ordinances  of  1885,  relating  to  the  Law  De- 
partment, having  considered  the  subject,  re 
spectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing ordinance,  to  provide  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  additional  assistant  solicitor. 
For  the  Committee 

John  H.  Lee,  Chairman. 
An  Ordinance 
To  Amend  Chapter  25 of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1885. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Chapter  25  of  the  Revised  Ordi- 
nances of  1885  is  hereby  amended  in  Section  2, 
by  inserting  after  the  word  "solicitor"  in  the 
third  line  thereof,  the  words  "a  third  assistant 
solicitor." 

Minority  Report. 

The  undersigned  dissents  from  the  foregoing 
majority  report  because  the  matter  was  gone 
into  by  the  committee  on  a  previous  similar  or- 
der, and  no  evidence  was  offered  which  showed 
the  necessity  for  the  creation  of  the  proposed 
office.  F.  Morison. 

The  majority  report  was  accepted,  the  ordi- 
nance was  read  a  second  time  under  suspension 
of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Lee,  and  the  ques- 
tion came  on  its  passage. 

Aid.  Allen — I  am  a  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances,  and  if  I  had  been  at  the 
meeting  when  that  report  was  made  up,  I  cer- 
tainly should  have  signed  the  minority  report. 
I  have  been  unable  to  learn  that  any  request  has 
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been  made  by  the  Law  Department  for  an  addi- 
tional assistant  in  that  office,  and  certainly  the 
expenses  of  the  government  in  that  department 
are  quite  as  large  as  they  ought  to  be.  I  hope 
nothing  will  be  done  which  will  increase  ex- 
penses in  that  direction.  When  any  assistant  is 
wanted  there,  it  seems  to  me,  we  shall  hear  from 
that  department.  They  will  come  before  us 
with  a  request  and  set  forth  the  necessities 
which  exist  for  an  increase  of  assistants.  I 
presume  it  is  pretty  well  understood  about 
this  hall  that  this  place  is  made,  or  de- 
signed to  be  made,  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
a  very  respectable  individual  a  situation.  Now 
we  are  here  for  something  else.  We  are  here  to 
attend  to  the  city  business  and  to  attend  to  it 
properly,  and  not  make  situations  for  anybody. 
If  the  department  wants  anybody  let  them  come 
here  man-fashion  andsayso.  I  don't  understand 
that  anybody  has  appeared  before  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances  from  that  department,  saying 
that  any  necessity  exists  for  more  service,  and 
until  they  do  so  I  certainly  shall  vote  against 
them,  and  when  the  question  is  taken  upon  the 
passage  of  this  ordinance  I  desire  that  it  be 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Aid.  Carroll— Fortunately,  or  unfortunately, 
I  am  in  about  the  same  position  as  the  gentle- 
man who  has  just  taken  his  seat.  I  am  also  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances;  I  was 
not  present  at  the  meeting  of  that  committee. 
If  I  was  I  should  have  signed  the  majority  re- 
port of  that  committee.  My  reasons  for  doing  so 
would  be  that  in  my  judgment  there  is 
more  than  a  necessity  existing  for  larger 
and  more  extended  accommodations  for  the 
public,  so  far  as  the  people  in  that  office  are  con- 
cerned. To  illustrate,  I  simply  desire  to  say 
that  Mr.  Bailey,  for  five  months  in  the  year,  is 
at  the  State  House,  and  cannot  give  his  time  to 
the  cases  that  are  in  the  courts,  and  Mr.  Bailey, 
for  the  last  two  years  to  my  knowledge,  has  had 
to  employ  increased  assistance  for  those  five 
months,  showing  conclusively  that  there  is 
some  reason  to  have  more  help  in  that  office.  I 
am  a  member  of  one  of  the  most  important 
committees  of  the  city  government,  and  also 
one  committee  that  has,  I  suppose,  more  to  do 
with  that  particular  department  than  any  other 
committee.  I  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
and  any  gentleman  who  is  a  member  of  th;<t 
committee,  I  think,  will  bear  me  out  in  this 
statement,  that  for  the  last  year  it  has  been 
amply  demonstrated  at  every  meeting  we 
have  had,  or  all  that  I  have  attended,  there 
was  really  a  necessity  for  more  help,  and  I 
question  whether  one  additional  assistant 
would  be  enough  or  not,  judging  from  the  way 
the  cases  come  into  court.  They  are  so  crowded 
that,  in  my  judgment,  they  make  settlements 
that  the  city  ought  not  to  settle  simply  to  rid 
the  docket.  I  am  satisfied,  from  my  experience 
on  the  Committee  on  Claims,  that  cases  are  set- 
tled against  the  city  so  as  to  clear  the  docket. 
Feeling  that  way,  I  cannot  do  anything  but  vote 
in  support  of  that  majority  report. 

Aid.  Lee— As  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  and  reporting  here  what  to  me  at 
the  meeting  appeared  to  be  a  majority  report, 
and  which  I  am  satisfied  is  a  majority  report  of  ' 
that  committee,  I  don't  desire  to  enter  into  any 
long  discussion  as  to  the  merits  or  demerits  of 
the  ordinance  which  is  now  before  us.  But  I  do 
desire  to  place  myself  and  other  members  of 
the  committee  right  in  relation  to  some  remarks 
that  have  been  made  here  to  the  effect  that  no 
request  has  been  made.  It  may  be  that  if 
the  alderman  on  my  right  had  said  that 
neither  the  city  solicitor  nor  the  corporation 
counsel  had  appeared  before  that  committee 
and  urged  this  matter,  he  might  have  been  cor- 
rect. But  I  say  that  the  city  solicitor  has  ap- 
pealed to  several  members  of  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  and  has  asked  them  that  he  might 
be  given  more  assistance.  And  why  has  he  ap- 
pealed to  that  committee?  Now  that  this  ordi- 
nance is  here,  and  the  question  is,  shall  it  be 
passed  or  defeated,  I  say  there  is  no  need  of  con- 
cealing any  facts  connected  with  the  city  solici- 
tor's office  or  the  Law  Department.  The  whole 
thing  is  that  the  corporation  counsel  and  the 
city  solicitor  cannot  agree.  The  corporation 
counsel  believes  that  the  expenses  of  the  depart- 
ment are  fully  high  enough.  He  may  be  right, 
so  far  as  his  judgment  goes.  The  city  solicitor 
comes  and  tells  members  of  the  committee  that 
a  necessity  does  exist,  and  that  some  assistance 
should  be  given  him.    Why?    Because  the  at- 


torneys of  this  Commonwealth,  who  have  cases 
against  the  city  of  Boston,  are  obliged  to  wait 
from  18  months  to  two  years  and  a  half  before 
their  cases  can  be  reached  upon  the  docket. 
One  of  the  foremost  gentlemen  who  appeals  to 
the  Law  Department  office  is  the  Hon.  William 
O.  Russell,  I  am  told.  It  was  so  stated  in  the 
committee,  and  several  other  of  your  leading 
attorneys  here  in  Boston  have  appealed  to  the 
Law  Department,  and  have  appealed  to  Mr. 
Bailey,  he  having  charge  of  all  trial  cases. 
Now,  who  is  the  best  judge  of  whether  an  addi- 
tional assistant  is  needed  or  not,  the  corporation 
counsel,  who  sits  in  his  office  and  answers  all 
law  questions  that  may  be  propounded  to  him 
by  either  branch  of  the  City  Council,  by  the 
heads  of  departments,  or  by  the  executive,  or 
the  city  solicitor,  who  is  occupied,  with  all  the 
assistance  he  has,  in  the  courts  trying  cases?  As 
the  alderman  on  my  right  has  stated,  during 
four,  five  or  six  months  of  the  year,  the  city, 
solicitor  is  engaged  in  looking  after  legislation 
for  the  city  at  the  State  House.  He  is  obliged  to 
hire  extra  assistance,  and  the  City  Coun- 
cil appropriates  for  that  specific  purpose 
both  in  the  joint  rules  and  in  the  appropriation 
bill  the  sum  of  §2000.  Now  I  believe  that  the 
citizens  of  Boston,  no  matter  if  the  expense  is 
increased,  have  some  rights,  and  if  this  does  ne- 
cessitate a  little  expense  they  should  not  be  in- 
convenienced because  some  member  of  the  Law 
Department  believes  that  the  department  can 
get  along  without  it.  It  is  the  first  time  I  have 
learned  or  heard  that  there  was  a  place  to  be 
made  for  somebody — some  honorable  gentleman. 
I  have  never  heard  it  intimated  in  the  commit- 
tee. Undoubtedly  I  was  well  satisfied  that  if 
the  ordinance  passed  both  branches  of  the  City 
Council  and  received  the  sanction  of  the  city 
solicitor  and  corporation  counsel,  with  the  ap- 
proval of  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  somebody  must 
get  the  place.  But  who  that  somebody  is  I 
have  never  heard,  and  I  should  infer  from 
what  the  honorable  aldgrman  on  my  right 
had  said  that  he  must  know  the  candidate, 
and  he  nods  his  assent  and  says  he  does. 
Then  it  may  be  his  opposition  is  because  it  is 
not  a  candidate  of  his  choice. 

Aid.  Allen— I  would  say,  Mr.  Chairman— 

The  Chairman— Does  the  alderman  give  way? 

Aid.  Lee— For  any  question  he  may  ask  me, 
Mr.  Chairman. 

Aid.  Allen— I  would  ask  the  alderman  if  he 
thinks  I  would  have  any  choice  in  it  if  the  ap- 
pointment was  to  be  of  somebody  else? 

Aid.  Lee— I  didn't  know  but  at  this  season  of. 
the  year  an  influence  might  be  brought  to  bear 
upon  the  appointing  power  which  would  serve 
to  benefit  whoever  the  claimant  might  be  for 
the  position.  Therefore  I  suppose  it  was  no  can- 
didate of  his,  or  his  remarks  would  not  have 
been  made.  Now  as  the  alderman  on  my  right 
has  said,  it  has  been  evident  to  the  members 
of  the  Committee  on  Claims  that  a  ne- 
cessitv  does  exist  for  more  assistance.  It 
would  be  useless  for  me,  and  only  trifling  with 
your  time,  to  add  one  word  to  what  the 
alderman  on  my  right  has  said.  Therefore, 
believing  that  the  department  does  need  more 
assistance  and  believing  it  is  for  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  city,  notwithstanding  that  it  may  in- 
crease the  expenses  of  the  department  a  trifle,. 
and  believing  it  to  be  for  the  interest  of  the 
citizens  of  Boston  who  have  cases  pending  in 
court  that  they  should  not  be  compelled  to  con- 
tinually pay  term  fees,  but  that  the  cases  should 
be  reached  as  soon  as  possible  by  the  Law  De- 
partment of  the  city,  I  trust  that  the  ordinance 
will  pass  as  reported  by  a  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Aid.  Allen— If  I  understand  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  correctly,  no  person  has  appeared 
here  from  the  Law  Department  asking  that 
this  ordinance  should  be  passed.  He  does  say, 
however,  that  Mr.  Bailey— as  he  has  called  him 
by  name,  I  suppose  I  may  repeat  it — has  button- 
holed members  of  the  committee,  asking  them 
to  vote  for  the  ordinance.  I  think  it  would  be 
much  more  in  line  with  the  duty  of  the  city 
solicitor  to  go  before  the  committee  publicly  if 
he  wanted  an  assistant,  and  so  state,  rather 
than  to  buttonhole  members  of  the  committee 
in  private. 

Aid.  Lee— I  cannot  interpret  what  the  gentle- 
man means  by  that  term.  I  don't  know  but 
what  it  may  be  well  known,  but  I  cannot  for  the 
life  of  me  understand  what  he  means  by  button- 
holing. 
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Aid.  Allen— I  didn't  know  the  gentleman 
was  so  obtuse. 

Aid.  Lee— lam  a  little  thick,  and  so  thick  that 
I  cannot  interpret  the  language  which  has  been 
used  by  the  honorable  alderman  on  my  right.  I 
only  desire  to  say  that  the  city  solicitor  did  ap- 
peal to  members  of  the  City  Council,  and  to 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  that 
he  might  be  given  some  assistance,  and  he  ap- 
pealed to  them  simply  and  solely  on  the  grounds 
I  stated,  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to 
appear  with  the  corporation  counsel,  without  a 
difference  of  opinion;  that  the  corporation 
counsel  would  take  one  side,  and  he,  as 
the  city  solicitor,  being  obliged  to  go  into 
the  courts  and  try  the  cases,  would  be 
obliged  to  take  the  other.  When  an  official  in 
any  department  aDpears  before  any  member  of 
a  committee  and  states  facts  as  they  exist,  if 
that  is  what  they  call  button-holing  in  the  dis- 
trict which  the  alderman  represents,  I  don't 
know  anything  about  it.  1  don't  want  any  of  it 
hi  the  district  I  represent,  and  I  know  there 
isn't  any. 

The  ordinance  was  rejected ;  yeas  G,  nays  6 : 

Yeas— Aid.  Carroll,  Donovan,  Lee,  Maguire, 
McLaughlin,  Sullivan— 6. 

Nays — Aid.  Allen,  Bromwich,  Capen,  Haynes, 
N.  G.  Smith,  C.  W.  Smith-6. 

Later  in  the  session  Aid.  Allen  moved  to  re- 
consider, hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 

Aid.  Lee  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  The 
reconsideration  was  lost ;  yeas  0,  nays  6 : 

Yeas— Aid.  Carroll,  Donovan,  Lee,  Maguire, 
McLaughlin,  Sullivan— 6. 

Nays— Aid.  Allen,  Bromwich,  Capen,  Haynes, 
N.  G.  Smith,  C.  W.  Smith-6. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving  (Aid.): 

Report  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions to  William  R.  Cavanagh  to  move  a 
wooden  building  fram  East  Eighth  street,  oppo- 
site Douglas  street.^Vard  14  to  No.  5  Douglass 
street.  Ward  14. 

Accepted,  and  leave  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions. 

Report  and  order— That  the  superintendent  of 
streets  be  directed  to  pave  the  sidewalk  with 
brick  in  front  of  estate  of  Thompson,  Potter  & 
Co.,  corner  Potter  and  Winslow  streets. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  John  E.  Cassidy,  for 
release  of  land  in  Watertown,  the  sand  and 
gravel  of  which  was  conveyed  to  this  city  in 
1879— That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw, 

Accepted. 

electric  wires. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Electric  Wires : 

Report  on  the  petition  of  the  Suburban  Lighl 
&  Power  Company,  for  relocation  of  28  poles  "ii 
Oak  square;  and  Washington  street,  Brighton— 
Recommending  the  passage;  of  the  following  or- 
ders : 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Suburban  Light  and  Power  Company  to  erect  28 
poles  for  the  support;  of  wires  in  the  following- 
named  streets  in  Brighton,  at  points  designated 
by  red  dots  on  a  plan  made  by  I.  S.  Lucas,  dated 
Sept.  12, 1887,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the 
su peri nt endent  of  streets,  viz. : 

Twenty-eight  poles  on  Oak  square  and  Wash- 
ington street. 

[Appended  were  I  lie  usual  printed  conditions]. 

i  Inlered.  Thill  1  lie  Suliui  han  Light    1  I'ou  er 

Company  be  directed  to  remo\  e  28  poles  on  Oai 
square  and  Washington  street,  Brighton,  at 
points  designated  by  red  dots  ona  plan  mado  by 
Charles  D.  Austin,  (  let.  14,  1880. 

Report  accepted,  orders  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  the  Now  Engl. mil 
Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company,  for  leave  to 
erect  18  poles  for  the  support  of  its  wires  in  Chel- 
sea, Wappiug,  and  Water  streets,  Charlestown, 
and  to  remove  one  pole  f nun  Chelsea  si  reel  and 
two  poles  front  Water  street — Recommending  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  orders ; 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
New  England  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Com- 
pany to  erect  18  poles  for  the  support  of  wires  in 
the  following-named  streets  in  Charlestown,  at 

Eoints  designated  by  red  dots  on  a  plan  made  by 
».  A.  Harrington,  dated  Nov.  21,  1887,  and  do- 


posited  in  the  office  of  the  superintendent  of 
streets,  viz. : 

Chelsea,  Wapping  and  Water  streets. 

[Appended  were  the  usual  printed  conditions.] 

Ordered,  That  the  New  England  Telephone 
and  Telegraph  Company  be  authorized  to  re- 
move one  pole  from  Chelsea  street  and  two 
poles  from  Water  street,  Charlestown,  the  pres- 
ent location  of  said  poles  being  shown  on  a  plan 
made  by  D.  A.  Harrington,  dated  Nov.  21, 1SS7. 

Report  accepted,  orders  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

STABLES. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health  (Aid.),  recommending  that 
leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  conditions  to  oc- 
cupy stables  as  follows: 

W.  B.  Allen,  proposed  wooden,  one  horse,  Ash- 
ford  street,  opposite  Chester  street,  Allston, 
Ward  25. 

Mary  S.  Hartford.proposed  wooden,  two  horses, 
Alban  street,  rear  of  near  Ashmont  street,  Ward 
24. 

Clemence  Hasenfus,  proposed  wooden,  three 
horses,  Washington  street,  Roslindale,  Ward  23. 

P.  Cravin,  old  wooden,  one  additional  horse, 
No.  34  Chestnut  avenue,  Ward  23. 

Report  accepted,  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

Also,  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Andreas 
Blume,  to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden  building 
for  13  horses  on  Prentiss  street,  rear  No.  42,  Ward 
22— That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw 
at  his  own  request. 

Accepted. 

TREES. 

Aid  Allen  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  (Aid.): 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Henry  A.  Wood,  for 
leave  to  plant  two  trees  on  Florence  street,  Ward 
23— That  leave  be  granted. 

Report  accepted,  leave  granted. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Remly  S.  Sidelinger, 
for  leave  to  box  a  tree  and  place  a  sign  denoting 
his  business  as  a  barber  thereon  in  front  of  his 
place  of  business,  No.  22  Leverett  street— That 
the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw. 

Accepted. 

STATUE  OF    LIEF  ERICSON. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  the  following: 
Report  of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Common,  etc.,  on  the  message  of  the  mayor 
transmitting  a  communication  from  the  city 
engineer  relative  to  the  foundation  of  a  statue 
of  Lief  Ericson — That  no  further  action  is  neces- 
sary on  the  part  of  the  City  Council. 
Accepted.    Sent  down. 

FINANCE  REPORTS. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Finance: 

Report  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Sowers  and  a  number  of  petitions  for  new  sewers 
in  various  sections  of  the  city — Recommending 
that  thoy  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Sewers. 

Report  accopted,  said  recommittal  ordered. 
Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  message  from  His  Honor  the 
Mayor,  transmitting  the  communication  from 
the  city  engineer  in  relation  to  the  condition  of 
Chelsea-street  bridge  and  two  orders  relating  to 
the  same  subject— Recommending  the  passage 
of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  be  horeby  au- 
thorized to  transfer  I  lie  sum  of  three  thousand 
dollars  from  the  appropriation  for  Mt.  Washing- 
ton-avenue bridge  to  the  appropriation  for 
bridges,  said  sum  to  be  expended  by  ihe  superin- 
tendent of  bridges  in  repairing  Chelsea-street 
bridge. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule,  yeas  11,  nay  1,  Aid.  McLaugh- 
lin voting  nay. 

Report  on  the  order  for  the  superintendent  of 
bridges  to  provide  gates  for  Ihe  draws  of  certain 
bridges  of  the  city,  recommending  the  passage 
of  the  order  in  the  following  new  draft: 

Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  be  hereby  au- 
thorized to  transfer  the  sum  Of  12600  from  the 
appropriation    for     Mt.    Washington-avenue 

bridge  to  I  be  appropriation  lor  bridges,  said  sum 
to  be  expended  by  the  superintendent  of  bridges 
in  providing  suitable  gates  at  each  side  of  the 
following-named  bridges,  namely:  Mt.  Wash- 
ington-avenue bridge,  Congress-street  bridge, 


NOVEMBER     2  8,     1887 


993 


Chelsea  bridge  (North),  Meridian-street  bridge 
and  Maiden  bridge. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  new  draft ; 
yeas  10,  nays  0. 

Aid.  Sullivan  moved  to  reconsider  the  last 
two  votes ;  lost.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  request  of  the  trustees  of  Mt. 
Hope  Cemetery,  for  permission  to  use  an  unex- 
pended balance  of  the  appropriation  for  gravel, 
for  general  expenses  of  the  cemetery —Recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  accompanying  or- 
der: 

Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  be  hereby  au- 
thorized to  transfer  the  sum  of  §343.41  from  the 
appropriation  for  removal  of  gravel,  etc.,  Mt. 
Hope  Cemetery,  to  the  appropriation  for  run- 
ning expenses,  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule ;  yeas  11,  nays  0.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  communication  from  His  Honor 
the  Mayor,  in  relation  to  national  bank  taxes 
thai  have  been  paid  to  the  city  this  year  under 
protest— Recommending  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing order: 

Ordered.  That  the  city  treasurer  be  authorized 
to  settle  with  the  State  treasurer  the  balance 
between  the  Commonwealth  and  the  city  on  ac- 
count of  the  national  bank  tax  of  1887,  and  to 
pay  the  amount  that  may  be  due  from  the  city, 
notwithstanding  the  paying  of  any  part  thereof 
to  the  city  collector  under  protest;  but  reserving 
under  the  direction  of  the  corporation  counsel 
the  right  to  recover  the  same  if  the  assessment 
thereof  should  be  declared  by  the  Supreme 
Court  to  have  been  unlawful. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

INSPECTION  OF  BUILDINGS. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  Depart- 
ment for  the  Inspection  of  Buildings,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  48 
of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1885,  in  the  para- 
graph relating  to  intercepting  walls  in  the  erec- 
tion of  wooden  buildings,  etc.,  havingconsidered 
the  subject,  respectfully  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  ordinance  in  the  accompanying  new 
draft.  The  said  new  draft  has  been  transmitted 
to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  and  the  form 
thereof  approved  by  them,  under  the  require- 
ments of  the  joint  rules : 

An  Ordinance 
To  Amend  Chapter  48  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 

of  1885. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston  as 
follows: 

Section  1.  Chapter  48  of  the  Revised  Ordi- 
nances of  1885  is  hereby  amended  in  Section  2, 
in  the  paragraph  relating  to  intercepting  walls 
in  the  erection  of  wooden  buildings  to  be  occu- 
pied for  dwelling  purposes,  by  adding  the  fol- 
lowing thereto : 

"Or  they  may,  in  the  discretion  of  the  inspect- 
or of  buildings.be  carried  to  the  underside  of  the 
roof-covering,  which  shall  be  laid  and  embed- 
ded in  mortar  upon  the  walls." 

Report  accepted,  ordinance  passed  in  new 
draft  under  suspension  of  rule.     Sent  down. 

STEAM  ENGINES. 

Aid.  Haynes  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Steam  Engines,  recommending  that 
licenses  be  granted,  on  the  usual  conditions,  to 
locate  and  use  steam  boilers  for  heating  pur- 
poses, as  follows : 

Mrs.  Ellen  James,  eight-horse  power,  jc 
Princeton  street,  Ward  1. 

Mrs.  M.  McDonough,  eight-horse  power,  14 
Havre  street,  Ward  2. 

Reports  accepted,  licenses  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

LAVING  OUT  AND  WIDENING  STREETS. 

Aid.  Sullivan  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Laying  Out 
and  Widening  Streets,  report  on  the  order  re- 
questing the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  to 
report  as  to  the  expediency  of  taking  certain 
land  for  the  widening  of  Beacon— That  no  action 
is  necessary. 

Accepted,  and  said  order  indefinitely  post- 
poned on  motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Franklin  M.  Drew, 
for  the  reconveyance  to  him  by  the  city  of  a 
parcel  of  land  on  Glenarm  street — Recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  here- 


by authorized,  for  a  nominal  consideration,  to 
release,  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the  city  so- 
licitor, to  Franklin  M.  Drew,  trustee,  under  the 
will  of  Paschal  P.  Ingalls,  a  parcel  of  land  at 
the  corner  of  Glenarm  and  New  Seaver  streets, 
containing  330  square  feet ;  said  parcel  of  land 
being  shown  and  colored  blue  upon  a  plan  made 
by  the  city  surveyor,  marked  L— 1657,  and  dated 
July  1, 1882. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  suspen- 
pension  of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

CLEEK  HIRE  IN  THE  COURTS. 

Aid.  Carroll  presented  requisitions  for  clerk 
hire  in  the  courts,  as  follows : 

Superior  Court,  civil  business $498  90 

Superior  Court,  criminal  business 38G  00 

Total g884  90 

Approved  and  ordered  paid. 

CLAIMS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  for  the  Committee  on 
Claims  the  following: 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Frederick  W.  G. 
May,  for  compensation  for  damages  to  his  es- 
tate on  Dorchester  avenue,  by  reason  of  the 
construction  of  a  sewer— Recommending  that 
the  said  petition  be  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Sewers. 

Report  accepted,  said  recommittal  ordered. 
Sent  down. 

SEWERS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Sewers  (Aid.): 

Report  and  order— That  the  sewer  assessment 
levied  against  the  estate  of  John  H.  Walsh  for  a 
sewer  in  Gordon  street,  Ward  25,  amounting  to 
$298.59,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  abated  and 
re-assessed  for  $79. 

Report  and  order — That  the  sewer  assessment 
levied  against  the  estate  of  the  heirs  of  James 
Mullen,  amounting  to  $37.30  for  a  sewer  in  North 
Margin  street,  between  Lafayette  avenue  and 
Endicott  street  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
abated  on  account  of  inability  to  pay 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

LICENSES. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  recommending  that 
minors'  licenses  be  granted  to  sundry  news- 
boys, bootblacks  and  peddlers. 

Severally  accepted,  and  licenses  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 

ALTERATION  IN   HAWES-PLACE  CHURCH. 

Aid.  Bromwich  offered  an  order— That  the 
superintendent  of  public  buildings  be  author- 
ized to  make  the  necessary  alteration  in  Hawes- 
place  Church,  recently  hired  by  the  city  for 
school  purposes,  and  to  expend  on  that  account 
not  exceeding  the  sum  of  $5000. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

TRANSFERS. 

Aid.  Maguire  offered  an  order— That  the  city 
auditor  he  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  ap- 
propriation for  Library  Building,  Dartmouth 
street,  to  the  appropriation  for  paving,  the  sum 
of  $85,000. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

ABATEMENT  OF  ASSESSMENT. 

Aid.  Maguire  offered  an  order— That  the  sum 
of  $35.26  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  abated  from 
edgestone  assessment  of  $298.08,  levied  Nov.  2, 
1887,  against  the  estate  of  the  Roxbury  Carpet 
Company,  on  Simmons  street.  Ward  19. 

Said  abatement  is  made  on  account  of  a  pre- 
vious edgestone  in  front  of  a  portion  of  said  es- 
tate. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

NEW  COURT  HOUSE. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  offered  an  order— That  the 
new  Court  House  Commissioners  be  requested 
to  inform  this  Board,  whether  any  material  used 
in  the  construction  of  the  new  Court  House  is 
imported,  and,  if  so,  for  what  reason. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— I  trust  that  that  order  will 
pass  the  Board,  because  I  think  it  means  a  great 
deal.  There  is  a  rumor  around  that  a  great  deal 
of  the  material  used  in  the  construction  of 
the  new  Court  House  is  being  imported 
from    foreign    countries,    and    probably    the 
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Court  House  Commissioners  can  tell  us  the  rea- 
son why.  Probably  it  is  because  they  cannot 
get  the  material  in  this  country,  but  if,  as  some 
people  imagine,  the  material  can  be  furnished 
here,  and  just  as  cheaply,  it  strikes  me  that  the 
City  government  ought  to  at  least  take  a  hand 
in  it  and  cherish  any  industry  we  may  have  at 
home.  If  there  is  any  great  object  in  getting 
the  material  from  across  the  water  and  bringing 
it- here,  of  course  the  Court  House  Commission- 
ers are  supposed  to  build  the  Court  House  as 
cheaply  and  as  well  as  they  can.  I  happened  to- 
day to  be  in  that  locality  and  met  the  architect. 
During  the  conversation,  I  said  to  him :  "I  have 
heard  that  some  of  this  material  they  use  here 
is  imported."  He  said:  "That  is  true."  I 
asked  him  if  he  was  acquainted  with  that  ma- 
terial, and  he  said  yes.  I  asked  him;  "What 
great  benefit  is  there  in  having  that?"  He  said 
he  didn't  know  that  there  was  any  great  benefit, 
except  in  the  name.  Now,  if  that  is  so,  I  think 
the  city  government  ought  to  take  a  bold  stand 
in  this  matter.  If  the  Court  House  Commission- 
ers are  getting  any  considerable  quantity  of  ma- 
terial from  across  the  water,  it  strikes  me  that  it 
is  not  only  injuring  our  industries  here,  but  is 
also  taking  away  a  great  amount  of  labor ;  labor 
here  that  would,  of  course,  be  employed  in  man- 
ufacturing material  that  they  use.  It  is  for  that 
reason,  and  that  alone,  that  I  offer  this  order.  I 
don't  want  to  creep  in  the  dark  in  this  matter, 
and  want  the  information  straight  from  the 
Court  House  Commissioners,  with  their  reasons. 
I  trust  that  the  order  will  be  passed. 
The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

STREET    TREES. 

Aid.  Allen  offered  an  order— That  the  city 
auditor  transfer  §4180  from  the  appropriation  for 
Mt.  Washington-avenue  bridge  to  the  appropri- 
ation for  street  trees. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

HAWES-PLACE  CHURCH. 

Aid.  Allen  offered  an  order— That  the  city 
auditor  be  authorized  to  transfer  $1500  from  the 
reserved  fund  to  the  appropriation  for  school- 
houses,  public  buildings,  to  meet  the  expenses 
for  the  alterations  of  the  Hawes-place  Church 
for  school  purposes. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

MUNICIPAL  ELECTION. 

Aid.  Allen  offered  an  order— That  the  follow- 
ing regulations  be  and  are  hereby  adopted  gov- 
erning the  reception  of  ballots  at  the  next  ensu- 
ing municipal  election : 

First.  That  the  ballots  for  municipal  officers 
and  those  on  the  license  question  shall  be  depos- 
ited in  the  registering  and  cancelling  box. 

Second.  If  for  any  cause  the  cancelling  box 
cannot  be  used  the  balloting  shall  proceed  as 
provided  for  by  Section  12  of  Chapter  299  Acts  of 
1884. 

Third.  Ballots  for  municipal  officers  and  on 
the  license  question  shall  be  deposited  and  can- 
celled separately,  except  that  a  voter  who  votes 
in  a  sealed  envelope  shall  if  he  casts  his  ballots 
both  for  municipal  officers  and  on  the  license 
question  place  both  ballots  in  the  same  en- 
velope. 

Fourth.  The  name  of  each  voter  shall  be 
checked  at  the  left  of  his  name,  upon  depositing 
his  ballot  for  municipal  officers  with  a  mark 

thus and  upon  depositing  his  ballot  upon 

the  license  question  with  a  mark  thus  -I- 

Ald.  Allen  moved  assignment  to  the  next 
meeting. 

Aid.  Carroll— Aid.  Allen  has  moved  that  this 
be  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board, 
but  I  would  like  to  know  if  any  gentleman  in 
the  Board  can  give  us  the  required  information 


as  to  whether  or  not  the  law  simply  says  that 
the  ballot  on  the  liquor  question  must  go 
through  a  cancelling  box,  and  whether  or  not 
there  is  anything  that  compels  us  to  have  a  bal- 
lot on  the  license  question  go  in  the  same  box 
that  a  ballot  for  municipal  officers  goes  through. 
I  simply  desire  to  ask  this  question  in  order  that 
the  members  of  the  Board  may  try  to  find  the 
information.  If  it  is  optional  it  seenft  to  me 
that  we  should  have  two  boxes  and  not  have 
any  entanglement  take  place. 

Aid.  Allen— I  can  only  answer  the  question 
rather  imperfectly.  By  the  last  acts  and  re- 
solves of  the  Legislature,  we  find  that  Chapter 
443,  Section  1,  reads  as  follows: 

In  taking  the  vote  at  the  time  of  the  annual  municipal 
election  or  town  meeting  upon  the  question  of  granting 
licenses  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors,  a  ballot-box 
shall  be  used  at  each  polling  precinct  or  place  of  meeting 
or  voting  in  each  city  and  town,  which  shall  he  provided 
with  sufficient  and  secure  locks  and  keys  or  seal  fasten- 
ings, and  which  shall  contain  mechanical  devices  for 
receiving,  registering  and  cancelling  ever>  ballot  de- 
posited therein;  but  no  such  box  shall  record  any  num- 
ber or  mark  upon  any  ballot  by  which  said  ballots  can  be 
distinguished  from  each  other.  Said  boxes  either  shall 
have  been  or  shall  be  appr>  >ved  by  the  secretary ,  treasurer 
and  auditor  of  the  Commonwealth  or  a  majority  of  them, 
and  shall  be  supplied  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $40  each, 
by  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  any  city  or 
town  ordering  the  same  within  two  months  from  the  date 
of  the  passage  of  this  act.  The  secretary  of  the  Common- 
wealth shall  forward  to  the  clerk  of  each  city  and  town  a 
copy  of  this  act  immediately  upon  its  passage. 

Now  the  fact  is  that  we  have  not  got  an  extra 
set  of  cancelling  boxes.  To  obtain  them  would 
require  an  appropriation,  and  I  doubt  if  we  could 
get  them  at  this  late  day.  We  would  require 
about  $4500  to  purchase  them,  and  if  I  under- 
stand the  matter  correctly,  the  city  clerk  and 
the  Law  Department  have  been  in  consultation 
upon  this  question,  and  the  result  is  the  order 
which  has  been  offered  today.  The  subject  mat- 
ter has  been  placed  in  the  form  which  has  been 
scattered  around  upon  the  desks  of  the  mem- 
bers. In  offering  the  order  I  suggested  its  lying- 
over  to  the  next  meeting,  which  it  will  do  unless 
the  rule  is  suspended,  and  by  the  next  meeting 
the  members  of  the  Board  will  have  had  an  op- 
portunity of  looking  into  it,  and  seeing  whether 
it  is  desirable  or  not. 

Aid.  Carroll— The  information  that  I  desired 
the  alderman  has  given.  I  am  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  city  government  who  has  believed, 
and  I  think  the  alderman  will  agree  with  me, 
that  the  opinion  of  the  corporation  counsel  on 
matterS'Of  this  kind  has  not  been  in  the  past 
infallible.  It  strikes  me  very  forcibly,  and  I 
hope  that  every  member  of  the  Board  will  con- 
sider it  in  the  way  that  I  do,  that  this  if  leading  to 
something  that  may  be  dangerous  to  the  entire 
city — for  anything  to  go  into  the  ballot-boxes  to 
count  in  the  suffrage  of  the  people  for  munic- 
ipal offices  besides  the  regular  municipal  bal- 
lots. Behind  this,  in  my  judgment,  there  is 
something  else,  and  it  is  not  a  question,  in  my 
judgment,  how  expedient  it  may  be  or  how 
much  the  cost  may  be,  to  provide  other  boxes. 
The  suffrage  ot  the  people  must  be  protected  at 
any  cost,  and  $4500  is  a  small  trifle  to  be  spent  in 
order  to  have  the  suffrage  of  the  people  protec- 
ted and  their  votes  recorded  as  cast. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  rule  the 
order  not  in  order  at  this  time.  Under  that 
chapter  of  the  Acts  and  Reiolves,  the  city  of 
Boston  does  not  own  an  additienal  set  of  ballot- 
boxes.  The  city  clerk  has  informed  me  that 
within  the  specified  time  of  two  months  the  ad- 
ditional boxes  have  not  been  obtained.  There- 
fore it  would  be  impossible  to  comply  with  that 
law.  The  Chair  would  therefore  rule  the  order 
out  of  order  at  this  time. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Haynes,  at  5.40 
P.M. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council. 


Thursday,  Dec.  1, 1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  at 
7.30  P.M.,  President  Barry  in  the  chair. 

By  direction  of  the  president  the  roll  was 
called,  with  the  following  result: 

Present— Atwood,  Barry,  Blume,  Bowman, 
Burr,  Carstensen,  Clark,  Cochran,  Coleman, 
Connolly,  Coyle,  Davern,  Desmond,  Dewey, 
Fisher,  Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost,  Harrington, 
Hayes,  Kelley,  Lattimore,  Lauten,  Leary,  Light, 
McEnaney,  McKenna,  McNary,  F.  Morison,  F. 
R.  Morrison,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Nunan,  Reilly, 
Sanger,  Shaw,  Short,  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sulli- 
van, R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevens,  Tracy, 
Tuttle,  Webster,  Whall.  Whitmore— 46. 

Absent— Carroll,  Chamberlain,  JJolan,  Duggan, 
Dunn,  Foss,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher, 
Gomez,  Haggerty,  Keliher,  Kennedy,  Ladd, 
Mahoney,  J.  Murphy,  J.  J.  Murphy,  Norton, 
O'Mealey,  Perkins.  Perry,  C.  C.  Powers,  E.  J. 
Powers,  Richards,  Snow,  Thayer,  Wilson— 26. 

FOURTH  OF  JULY  CELEBRATION. 

Mr.  Reilly  offered  an  order— That  there  be 
allowed  and  paid  to  John  F.  Leary  the  sum  of 

f35  for  the  use  of  the  steam  launch.  Bachelor, 
y  the  Committee  on  Rowing  Regatta,  July  4, 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  contingent  rand 
ofjoint  committees. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Mr. 
Reilly  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

BRIDGE  DEPARTMENT  APPROPRIATION. 

Mr.  Reilly  offered  an  order— That  the  city 
auditor  be  requested  to  transfer  the  balance  re- 
maining of  the  appropriation  for  Mount  Wash- 
'  ington  avenue  bridge,  to  the  appropriation  for 
the  Bridge  Department. 

Referred,  on  motion  Mr.  Reilly,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

THE  NEXT  MEETING. 

Mr.  Fowler  offered  an  order— That  when 
this  Council  adjourns  it  be  to  meet  on  Thurs- 
day, Dec.  15,  1887,  at  7.30  P.M. 

The  question  came  on  giving  the  order  a  sec- 
ond reading, 

Mr.  Whall— I  move  that  the  order  be  spe- 
cially assigned  to  9  o'clock. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  suggest  that  it  would 
be  a  great  deal  better  to  send  it  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee.  I  don't  believe  we  have  the  slight- 
est right  to  pass  such  an  order  or  entertain  it, 
and  I  hope  it  will  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Whall  withdrew  the  motion  to  assign, 
and  the  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Judiciary,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

proposed     temporary      department     for 
street  cleaning. 

Mr.  Carroll  offered  an  order— That  there  be 
formed  under  the  direction  of  His  Honor  the 
Mayor  a  department  to  be  known  as  the  '  'Tem- 
porary Department  of  Street  Cleaning,"  said 
department  to  consist  of  all  employees  and 
teams  of, the  Water,  Sewer  and  Health  Depart- 
ments not  necessary  for  tbe  preservation  and 
needs  of  said  works,  from  Dec.  21  until  March 
20,  inclusive,  and  its  object  shall  be  the  preser- 
vation and  maintenance  of  the  streets  from 
snow  and  ice  during  said  period,  All  sums  re- 
served by  the  several  departments  for  the  re- 
moval of  snow  and  ice  shall  be  transferred  to  said 
temporary  department.  His  Honor  the  Mayor 
shall  place  in  charge  of  said  temporary  depart- 
ment, by  transfer,  such  officials  of  the  Water, 
Sewer  and  Health  Departments  that  may  not 
be  needed  for  the  carrying  out  of  the  same. 

Mr.  Whall— I  move  to  specially  assign  that 
order  to  9  o'clock  this  evening, 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  suggest  it  would  be  a  great 
deal  better  to  refer  it  to  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee. I  don't  believe  we  have  the  slightest  right 
to  entertain  or  pass  such  an  order. 

Mr.  Whall  withdrew  the  motion  to  assign, 


and  on  his  motion  the  order  was  referred  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee. 
Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

NUMBER  OF    COUNCILMEN, 

Mr.  R.  Sulllivan  offered  an  order— That  His 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  petition  the 
Legislature  to  so  amend  the  Boston  city  charter 
that  the  number  of  councilmen,  now  72,  be  in- 
creased to  74,  in  order  that  Wards  22  and  25  shall 
each  year  have,  according  to  the  legal  basis  of 
representation,  a  just  representation  in  the 
lower  branch  of  the  City  Council. 

Ordered  to  a  second  reading  and  read  a  second 
time. 

Mr.  Whitmore — 1  move  that  the  considera- 
tion of  that  matter  be  assigned  to  9  o'clock  this 
evening,  as  we  have  a  somewhat  similar  matter 
assigned  to  8.30  o'clock. 

The  order  was  assigned  to  9  o'clock  P.  M. 

WARDS  AND  ALDERMANIC  DISTRICTS. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan  offered  an  order— That  His 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  petition  the 
Legislature  of  1888  to  so  amend  the  Boston  city 
charter  that  the  number  of  the  members  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  now  12,  be  increased  to  25, 
and  that  each  ward  be  represented  in  the  Board 
of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  assign  the  order  to  the 
next  meeting,  at  8  o'clock. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  have  no  objection  to  hav- 
ing it  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Coun- 
cil, but  I  wish  first  to  have  it  assigned  to  half 
past  9  this  evening,  as  I  wish  to  make  a  few 
statements  in  relation  to  why  I  offered  the  or- 
der. Then  at  that  time,  after  I  have  made  those 
statements,  I  have  no  objection  to  having  the 
matter  go  over. 

Mr.  Whall— I  move  to  assign  to  8  o'clock  at 
the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Whitmore— There  is  evidently  a  mis- 
understanding. The  gentleman  from  Ward  7 
has  moved  to  assign  it  to  the  next  meeting, 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  22  has  moved  to  as- 
sign it  to  half-past  9  o'clock  at  this  meeting. 
I  must  say,  sir,  I  think  it  is  only  courteous  to 
allow  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  22  to  be  entertained,— to  assign  the  order 
to  half-past  9  this  evening— for  the  reason 
he  gave.  I  think  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7 
will  see  that  it  is  only  courteous  to  withdraw 
the  motion  to  assign  to  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Whall— I  withdraw  my  motion. 

The  President— The  Chair  understood  the 
gentleman  to  have  withdrawn  his  motion  be- 
fore. 

The  order  was  assigned  to  9  o'clock  this  even- 
ing. 

stony  brook. 

Mr.  Fowler  presented  a  communication  from 
the  superintendent  of  sewers  relating  to  Stony 
brook,  and  moved  its  reference  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Stony  Brook. 

Mr.  Whall— I  would  like  to  hear  the  commu- 
nication read. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  ask  if  it  is  addressed 
to  this  body? 

Mr.  Fowler— Yes,  sir. 

By  direction  of  the  president  the  clerk  read 
the  communication. 

Office  of  Superintendent  of  Sewers,  1 

Boston,  Dec.  1, 1887.  J 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of  Boston. 

The  question  of  the  prevention  of  an  overflow 
of  Stony  brook  for  the  coming  winter  has  as 
yet  received  no  attention  at  the  hands  of  the 
City  Council. 

Stony  brook  is,  at  present,  in  the  same  condi- 
tion that  it  has  been  for  the  last  few  years,  and 
is  still  liable  in  times  of  heavy  rainfall  to  cause 
damage  by  flooding  certain  sections  of  the  Rox- 
bury  District.  It  is  impossible,  even  by  the  most 
energetic  work,  to  complete  the  large  improve- 
ment just  started  in  less  time  than  one  year  ; 
therefore  some  precautionary  measures  will 
have  to  be  adopted  to  afford  temporary  relief 
from  floods.  The  method  that  I  would  adopt 
would  be  to  remove  all  obstructions  from  the  out- 
let of  the  brook,  making  the  channel  below  the 
Boston  Belting  Company's  works  as  large  as 
possible  and  build  dams  at  certain  points  in 
West  Roxbury  in  the  Stony- brook  valley,  to  af- 
ford storage,  during  storms,  for  what  water  the 
brook  could  not  carry.  These  dams  to  be  sup- 
plied with  gates  to  regulate  the  flow.  To  take 
these  precautions,  I  estimate,  would  call  for  the 
expenditure  of  about  $10,000,  but  as  there  is  no 
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appropriation  for  this  purpose  I  am  powerless  to 
proceed.  I  would  say  that  there  should  be  as 
little  delay  as  possible  in  taking  these  precau- 
tions. Very  respectfully, 

Seth  Perkins, 

Supt.  Sewers. 
Referred  to  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Stony 
Brook. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

1.  Message  of  the  mayor  stating  that  the  order 
in  relation  to  the  permanent  employment  of 
workmen  in  the  Paving  Department  does  not 
require  his  signature,  and  submitting  letters 
showing  that  the  order  cannot  be  carried  into 
effect  until  an  appropriation  has  been  made 
therefor. 

Placed  on  file. 

2.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners 
against  granting  the  petition  of  C.  A.  Richards 
and  others,  that  the  clock  corner  of  Washington 
and  Northampton  streets  be  lighted  and  cared 
for  by  the  city. 

Placed  on  file. 

Mr.  Fottler  moved  that  Nos.  3  to  6,  inclusive, 
be  acted  on  together. 
Mr.  Ladd  objected  to  No.  6. 

3.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  leave  to 
withdraw,  on  petition  of  heirs  of  Eliza  Floyd  to 
be  compensated  for  damages  to  estate  corner 
of  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Harvard  street,  caused 
by  discharge  of  sewage  from  Wales  and  other 
streets. 

Accepted  in  concurrence. 

4.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw, on  petition  of  Asahel  H.  Glover  to  be 
compensated  for  damages  to  his  estate  from 
change  of  grade  of  Dorchester  avenue. 

Accepted  in  concurrence. 

5.  Report  of  Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  no 
further  action  necessary  on  part  of  City  Council 
on  the  mayor's  message  transmitting  a  com- 
munication from  the  city  engineer  relative  to 
the  foundation  for  a  statue  of  Lief  Ericson. 

.   Accepted  in  concurrence. 

6.  Report  of  Committee  on  Laying  Out  and 
Widening  Streets,  no  action  necessary  on  the 
order  requesting  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners to  report  as  to  the  expediency  of  taking 
certain  land  for  widening  Beacon  street. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whall,  to  the  next 
city  government.  Mr.  Whall  moved  to  recon- 
sider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fowler  Nos.  7,  8  and  9  were 
acted  on  together,  viz. : 

7.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  recom- 
mending reference  to  Committee  on  Sewers 
(Aid.)  of  the  petition  of  heirs  of  Eliza  Floyd  to 
be  compensated  for  land  taken  from  their  estate, 
corner  of  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Harvard  streets, 
for  a  sewer,  and  damages  occasioned  by  con- 
struction of  said  sewer. 

8.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  recom- 
mending reference  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers 
of  the  petition  of  Fred.  W.  G.  May,  for  compen- 
sation for  damages  to  his  estate  on  Dorchester 
avenue  from  the  construction  of  a  sewer. 

9.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  recom- 
mending reference  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Sewers  and  a 
number  of  petitions  for  new  sewers  in  various 
sections  of  the  city. 

Reports  accepted,  and  said  references  ordered 
in  concurrence. 

10.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  and 
order  for  a  transfer  of  $343.41  from  the  appro- 
priation for  removal  of  gravel,  Mt.  Hope  ceme- 
tery, to  the  appropriation  for  running  expenses, 
Mt.  Hope  cemetery. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  read 
twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  moved  by 
Mr.  Frost,  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Duggan— I  would  lik#  to  inquire  if  this 
'comes  from  any  committee. 

The  President— It  comes  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance. 

Mr.  Duggan— I  move  its  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Cemeteries. 

Mr.  Dewey- There  are  two  other  orders  imme- 
diately following  this,  for  transfers,  and  I  would 
move  that  when  the  vote  is  taken  on  passage, 
that  the  question  be  taken  on  the  three  orders 
together. 

The  President— The  question  is  upon  the 
motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Cemeteries. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  to  hear  some  reason 
for  this  reference  if  the  motion  is  seriously 
made. 


Mr.  Duggan— The  reason  I  want  it  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Cemeteries  is  that  I  want  to 
get  some  information  in  regard  to  the  order. 

Mr.  Lauten— As  a  member  of  the  Finance 
Committee  I  would  say  that  the  trustees  of  Mt. 
Hope  Cemetery  came  before  us  and  said  that 
this  small  amount  of  money  was  left  over  from 
the  purchase  of  gravel,  and  it  being  only  a  small 
amount  we  brought  in  an  order  to  spend  it  for 
the  purposes  of  the  cemetery.  It  is  so  small  an 
amount  that  it  isn't  worth  saying  much  about, 
one  way  or  the  other. 

Mr.  Whall— I  don't  know  that  I  can  give  any 
information  on  this  subject  except  that  early  in 
the  year  we  appropriated  a  certain  amount  of 
money  for  the  purchase  of  gravel  for  Mt.  Hope 
Cemetery.  We  now  find  that  after  the  purchase 
there  is  left  the  sum  of  $343.41.  The  Board  of 
Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery  think  they  can 
use  that  small  balance  advantageously  for  the 
general  purposes  of  tne  cemetery,  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  were  unanimously  of  the 
opinion  that  since  the  trustees  had  used  such 
good  discretion  in  the  purchase  of  the 
gravel,  and  had  this  sum  remaining  to  their 
credit,  we  might  appropriate  the  balance  for  the 
general  purposes  of  the  cemetery. 

Mr,  Fottler— This  order  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance  has  been  fully  explained,  and  I 
think  it  is  useless  and  wrong  to  refer  it  to  the 
Committee  on  Cemeteries.  I  hope  it  will  not  be 
referred,  but  that  we  shall  pass  the  order  in  its 
present  form. 

Mr.  Duggan— I  trust  the  order  will  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Cemeteries.  It  seems  to 
me  the  superintendent  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery 
has  had  the  same  amount  appropriated  for  the 
running  expenses  of  his  department  that  his 
predecessor  had,  and  for  that  reason  I,  for  one, 
as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Cemeteries, 
would  like  to  know  what  this  money  is  to  be 
used  for.  For  that  reason  I  trust  it  will  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Cemeteries. 

Mr.  Whall— If  the  gentleman  wants  to  know 
what  the  money  is  to  be  used  for,  I  can  inform 
him  that  when  it  is  appropriated  for  the 
general  uses  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery  it  is  going 
to  be  used  for  the  general  uses  of  that  ceme- 
tery. I  do  not  know  whether  the  Commit- 
tee on  Cemeteries  meets  oftener  than  once 
a  year.  If  the  gentleman  desires  this  order 
referred,  so  that  the  Committee  on  Ceme- 
teries may  meet  and  get  a  dollar  dinner  at  the 
Parker  House,  then  I  have  not  much  objection 
to  the  reference.  But  if  we  are  to  do  the  city's 
business  properly  I  believe  we  should  pass  this 
order  as  it  came  from  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

-  Mr.  Duggan— I  am  not  at  all  surprised  at  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7,  whose 
practice  in  securing  dinners  in  the  line  to  which 
he  refers  is  quite  notorious.  But  as  I  under- 
stand it,  the  superintendent  of  Mt.  Hope 
Cemetery  wanted  $8000  last  spring  for  work 
on  this  gravel  bank,  and  why  he  now 
wants  to  take  $343.41  from  that  appropria- 
tion and  expend  it  for  other  purposes  is 
something  I  cannot  understand.  For  that 
reason  I  want  tbis  order  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Cemeteries,  so  that  we  can  get  definite 
information,  and  not  on  the  argument  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  7  as  regards  dinners.  I 
can  get  my  dinners  and  pay  for  them,  and  do 
not  require  any  junketing  invitations  to  wait  on 
the  queen  to  enable  me  to  do  so. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  declared  lost.  Mr. 
Duggan  doubted  the  vote,  and  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  then  came  on  the  passage  of  the 
order. 

Mr.  Dewey — I  now  renew  my  motion  that  on 
the  passage  of  Nos.  10,  11  and  12,  the  question  be 
taken  on  all  together. 

The  Chair— No  objection  being  made,  the 
Chair  will  order  them  taken  up  together. 

11.  Report  of  same  committee,  and  order  for  a 
transfer  of  $3000  from  the  appropriation  for  Mt. 
■Washington  avenue  bridge  to  thd  appropriation 
for  bridges,  to  be  expended  in  repairing  Chelsea- 
street  bridge. 

Report  accepted,  order  read  twice  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rule,  moved  by  Mr.  Dewey, 
and  put  upon  its  passage. 

12.  Report  of  same  committee,  and  order  for  a 
transfer  of  $2500  from  the  appropriation  for  Mt. 
Washington  avenue  bridge  to  the  appropriation 
for  bridges,  to  be  expended  for  gates  at  each 
side  of  Mt.  Washington  avenue,  Congress  street, 
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Chelsea  (North),  Meridian-street  and  Maiden 
bridges. 

Report  accepted,  order  read  twice  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule,  moved  by  Mr.  Whall,  and 
put  upon  i's  passage. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  orders  in  Nos.  10, 
11  and  12  were  passed  in  concurrence ;  yeas  55, 
nays  0 : 

Yeas— Atwood,  Barry,  Blume,  Bowman,  Burr. 
Carroll,  Carstensen,  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Coch- 
ran. Connolly,  Coyle,  Davern.  jJesmond,  Dewey, 
Dolan,  Duggan,  Fisher,  Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost, 
Hayes,  Kelley,  Ladd,  Lattimore,  Lauten,  Leary, 
Light,  Mahoney,  Mcfinaney,  McKenna,  McNary, 
F.  Morison.  F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  J.  Murphy,  W. 
H.  Murphy,  Nunan,  Perkins,  Reilly.  Richards, 
Sanger,  Shaw,  Short,-  Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H. 
Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevens.  Tra- 
cy, Tuttle,  Webster,  Whall,  Whitmore,  Wilson— 
55. 

Nays— 0. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Coleman,  Dunn,  Foss, 
J.IGallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher.  Gomez,  Haggerty, 
Harrington.  Keliher,  Kennedy,  J.  Murphy, 
O'Mealey,  Norton,  Perry,  C.  C.  Powers,  E.  J. 
Powers.  Thaver— 17. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider  the  passage 
of  the  last  three  orders ;  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Atwood,  it  was  voted  that 
Nos.  13,  14, 15, 16, 17,  and  18  be  taken  up  together, 
viz.: 

13.  Report  of  same  committee,  and  order  to 
settle  with  the  State  treasurer  the  balance  be- 
tween the  Commonwealth  and  the  city  on  ac- 
count of  the  national  bank  tax  of  1887,  and  to 
pay  the  amount  that  may  b<-;  due  from  the  city, 
notwithstanding  the  paying  of  any  part  thereof 
to  the  city  collector  under  protest,  but  to  reserve 
the  right  to  recover  the  same. 

14.  Report  of  Committee  on  Department  for 
Inspection  of  Buildings,  and  order  for  the  issue 
of  a  permit  to  Herbert  Loud  to  build  a  wooden 
addition  to  building  on  Condon  street,  Ward  1, 
to  be  used  for  blacksmith  work. 

15.  Report  of  same  committee,  and  order  for 
the  issue  of  a  permit  to  A.  E.  Robinson  to  build 
a  wooden  addition  to  building  rear  of  185  West 
Second  street,  Ward  13,  to  be  used  for  storage. 

16.  Report  of  same  committee,  and  order  for 
the  issue  of  a  permit  to  M.  Herlihy  to  build  a 
wooden  addition  to  building  on  George  street, 
Ward  20,  to  be  used  for  storage  of  carriages. 

17.  Report  of  same  committee,  and  order  for 
the  issue  of  a  permit  to  St.  Ann's  Episcopal 
Church  Corporation  to  build  a  wooden  addition 
to  building  on  Cottage  street,  near  Dudley  street, 
Ward  20,  to  be  used  for  church  purposes. 

18.  Report  of  same  committee,  and  order  for 
the  issue  of  a  permit  to  the  Sewall  &  Day  Cord- 
age Company  to  build  a  series  of  bridges  to  con- 
nect their  buildings  on  Western  avenue,  near 
Everett  street,  Ward  25. 

The  several  reports  were  accepted  in  concur- 
rence. 

The  order  in  No  13  was  read  twice  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule,  moved  by  Mr.  Atwood,  and 
passed  in  concurrence.  Mr.  Whall  moved  to  re- 
consider: lost. 

The  order  in  No.  14  was  passed  in  concurrence. 
Mr.  Atwood  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

The  order  in  No.  15  was  passed  in  concurrence. 
M.  Frost  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

The  order  in  No.  16  was  passed  in  concurrence. 
Mr.  Atwood  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

The  orders  in  No.  17  and  18  were  passed  in 
concurrence.  Mr.  Frost  moved  to  reconsider ; 
lost. 

19.  Report  on  Committee  on  Claims,  and  or- 
der to  pay  S.  A.  Gilman  $24.73,  the  balance  re- 
maining from  the  sale  of  an  estate  on  Sheridan 
street,  held  by  the  city. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence 

EAST  BOSTON   SEWERS. 

Mr.  Carstensen  offered  an  order,  that  the  city 
auditor  be  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  ap- 
propriation for  land,  Hugh  O'Brien  school  to  the 
appropriation  for  sewers,  the  sum  of  six  hun- 
dred dollars ;  said  sum  to  be  expended  in  com- 
pleting the  sewer  in  Decatur  and  Meridian 
streets,  East  Boston. 

Specially  assigned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  F.  R. 
Morrison,  to  8  o'clock  this  evening. 

Later  m  the  session  the  order  was  called  up 
by  Mr.  F.  R.  Morrison. 

Mr.  F.  R.  Morrison— I  hope  this  order  will 
pass  tonight,  for  the  reason  that  the  principal 
street  in  East  Boston,  Meridian  street,  is  now  in 


such  condition  that  the  cars  have  been  stopped 
from  running  there  for  nearly  two  weeks. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  raise  the  point  of  order — a 
purely  technical  one— that  the  gentleman  should 
move  to  suspend  the  rule  by  which  this  would 
be  required  to  go  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
That  would  be  the  first  step.  He  should  make 
that  motion  before  he  goes  into  the  merits  of  the 
case.  Our  rules  provide  that  an  order  of  this 
kind  shall  go  to  the  Committee  on  Finance 
under  the  rule. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  F. 
R.  Morrison. 

Mr.  F.  R.  Morrison— For  about  two  months 
Decatur  street,  a  short  street  running  from  Bre- 
men street  to  Border  street,  has  been  impassable 
on  account  of  the  laying  of  a  new  sewer,  and  the 
sewer  is  nearly  completed  to  Meridian  street, 
where  it  .ioins  the  main  sewer.  Last  Fri- 
day morning,  when  the  work  was  nearly 
completed,  the  men  were  taken  off,  and  now 
the  condition  of  the  street  is  about  like  this: 
There  are,  perhaps,  six  or  eight  feet  of  the  sewer 
to  be  laid  on  Decatur  street,  and  about  six  or 
eight  feet  on  Meridian  street.  Decatur  street  is 
all  finished,  excepting  levelling.  There  is  a 
large  place  at  the  lower  end  of  the  street,  and 
near  the  junction  of  Meridian.  The  cavity  is 
about  half  filled.  I  should  think  likely  it  would 
take  about  three  or  four  days  to  finish  the  job. 
I  am  informed  by  the  superintendent  of  sewers 
that  there  is  about  $11.95  to  their  account  in 
East  Boston.  There  is  required  about  $500  or 
$600  to  finish  this  sewer,  and  it  is  necessary  that 
it  should  be  done  immediately,  for  the  reason 
that  it  is  a  great  inconvenience  to  the  people  of 
East  Boston,  and  not  only  that,  but  Havre,  De- 
catur and  Meridian  streets  are  practically  im- 
passable.   I  hope  the  order  will  pass  tonight. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  the  question 
came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Whitmore— It  seems  to  me,  sir,  that  this 
matter  has  been  rushed  unduly,  and  may  get  us 
into  a  very  serious  complication.  I  don't  im- 
agine we  have  any  right  to  pass  this  order  for  a 
transfer  at  the  present  time,  and  we  have  not 
the  slightest  assurance  or  authority  under  the 
law  that  if  we  pass  it  for  this  purpose  it  will  be 
applied  to  this  purpose.  I  believe,  sir,  that  the 
laying  out  of  new  sewers  belongs  to  the  Board 
of  Aldermen.  If  they  don't  choose  to  lay  out  the 
sewer  or  direct  the  work  to  be  done  by  their 
agent,  this  Council  has  nothing  to  do  with  it. 
This  order  should  have  come  from  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  with  the  implied  agreement  that 
they  will  direct  the  work  to  be  done  if 
the  money  is  voted  instead  of  our  at- 
tempting to  interfere  with  the  duties  of  the 
Board.  If  we  pass  this  order  here,  in  this  way, 
there  is  at  least  a  faint  chance  that  by  some 
punctilio  the  Board  will  refuse  to  have  any- 
thing to  do  with  it.  I  don't  think  it  is  a  right 
thing  to  do  at  this  time  and  in  this  way,  and  it 
seems  to  me  it  ought,  either  to  be  sent  to  the 
Committee  on  Sewers  which  ,1  think  will  find 
that  we  have  no  jurisdiction,  or  else  sent  in  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  which  committee  will 
ascertain,  being  a  joint  committee,  what  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  intends  to  do  in  the  matter, 
and  I  move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance. 

Mr.  Carstensen— I  hope  it  will  not  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  The  mem- 
ber from  Ward  12  says  it  seems  that  we  are  try- 
ing to  rush  this  thing  through  too  fast.  It  seems 
to  me  if  the  gentleman  was  over  in  East  Boston 
he  would  think  the  matter  was  at  a  standstill, 
instead  of  rushing.  This  is  not  a  new  sewer,  if 
I  understand  correctly.  It  is  an  old  sewer  that 
has  been  enlarged,  and  it  seems  to  me  the  City 
Council  has  a  perfect  right  to  pass  this  transfer 
at  this  time.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  should  be 
passed,  as  any  member  of  this  City  Government 
who  has  been  in  East  Boston  for  the  last  two 
weeks  and  has  heard  the  comments  being  made 
on  the  Sewer  Department  would  feel  sure  that 
some  action  should  be  taken  by  the  city  gov- 
ernment. I  think  so  myself.  In  the  first  place 
it  seems  to  me,  the  Sewer  Department  has 
shown  a  very  unbusinesslike  method  of  going 
to  work  on  this  sewer,  as  they  have  been  work- 
ing upon  it  for  months,  and  now  that  the  amount 
of  money  that  was  appropriated  for  that  pur- 
pose has  been  nearly  expended,  they  have  gone 
to  work  and  opened  a  hole  for  some  15  to  20 
feet  on  the  main  business  street  in  East 
Boston,  and  they  have  no  money  now 
to  fill  it  up.     It  is  stopping  horse  car  travel 
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on  the  street,  and  impeding  foot  passengers  con- 
siderably. I  hope  this  order  will  be  passed  to- 
night, to  show  the  people  of  East  Boston  that 
justice  is  due  to  all  parts  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Blume — I  do  not  rise  to  find  fault  with 
either  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1  or  Ward  12, 
but  it  occurs  to  rne  tbat  here  on  the  calendar 
there  is  some  unfinished  business,  which  it  is 
proposed  to  bring  up  tonight,  as  I  am  informed, 
in  regard  to  a  transfer  of  S30.000  to  the  Sewer 
Department.  I  have  been  informed  for  several 
weeks  past  that  the  Sewer  Department  is  short, 
and  is  in  fact  absolutely  without  means,  and  the 
department  has  been  for  a  long  time  crippled 
for  means  to  do  its  necessary  and  proper  work. 
Now  it  seems  to  me  that  a  special  appropriation 
or  transfer  of  8600  for  this  specific  hole  in  the 
ground  in  East  Boston,  is  not  the  proper  remedy 
for  difficulties  of  this  kind.  If  the  gentlemen 
from  Ward  1  will  let  the  matter  rest  until  we 
reach  No.  29  on  the  calendar,  if  the  transfer  of 
§30,000  goes  through,  it  seems  to  me  the  super- 
intendent of  sewers  will  then  be  in  funds  to 
finish  this  $600  job,  and  a  great  many  more  like 
it.  I  only  give  my  impression  which,  it  seems 
to  me,  is  a  sound  one. 

Mr.  Whall-I  move  that  the  matter  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
Mi-.Whitmore— I  desire  to  say  to  the  gentlemen 
from  Ward  2  and  Ward  1,  that  this  is  a  very  sim- 
ilar case  to  what  we  see  here  very  often  during 
the  year,  when  members  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil have  made  a  mistake  in  trying  to  do  the  duty 
of  the  Aldermen.  I  have  very  often  seen  gentle- 
men rushing  in  here  with  an  order  to  put  a  lamp 
somewhere,  and  this  Council  has  nothing  to  do 
with  lamps.  In  the  same  way,  we  have  nothing 
to  do  with  an  order  for  a  sewer,  or  for  the  loca- 
tion of  a  sewer.  If  the  gentleman  is  not  content 
with  my  word,  I  will  refer  him  to  the  Revised 
Ordinances.  He  will  find  a  legal  opinion  on 
page  86,  which  says : 

"The  power  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  lo- 
cating sewers  is  of  a  quasi-judicial  character, 
and  is  exercised  by  them  as  a  board  of  public 
officers,  anil  nut  as  agents  "I  i  In-  eitv,  and  is  not 
affected  by  statute  1885,  Chapter  266,  Sections  6, 
12,  which  transfers  all  their  executive  powers  to 
the  mayor.  The  construction  and  maintenance 
of  sewers,  being  executive  work,  is,  however, 
transferred  to  the  mai  or  and  the  superinten- 
dent," etc. 

Now,  sir.  that  being  so.  what  business  has  this 
Common  Council  to  undertake  to  interfere  with 
matters  that  don't  belong  to  it?  It  may  he  very 
well  for  a  gentleman  who  is  stirred  up  by  his  con- 
stituents, and  who  wishes  to  attend  to  their  busi- 
ness, to  introduce  such  an  order  here,  but  the 
proper  place  to  attend  to  it  is  the  mayor's  office, 
and  not  on  the  floor  of  the  Council,  and  we 
ought  not  to  be  coaxed  or  persuaded  to  do  a 
thing  that  does  not  belong  to  us  to  do.  The 
proper  step  for  the  gentlemen  to  take  is  to  go  to 
the  mavor  and  make  their  representation  there, 
and  if  the  mayor  says  money  is  needed  for  this 
purpose,  it  is  for  the  mayor  to  notify  the  City 
Council  to  furnish  the  funds.  It  is  not  for  us  to 
undertake  to  do  his  work,  or  in  advance  to  criti- 
cise his  action.  He,  with  llic  superintendent, 
having  the  sole  charge  of  the  matter,  may  have 
the  best  reasons  in  the  world,  other  than  a  lack 
of  money,  for  not  finishing  ui>  the  sewer.  At  all 
events.it  is  his  business,  and  not  ours,  audit 
is  for  tli at  reason  that  I  say  this  action  to  push 
the  matter  through  in  this  way  would  simply 
make  the  Common  Council  ridiculous.  The  law 
is  dead  against  us,  and  the  remedy  is  simple  and 
plain.  The  gentleman  ought  to  go  there,  just 
the  same  as  for  a  lamp  lie  ought  to  go  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  instead  of  introducing  an 
order  here  in  the  Council  to  put  a  lamp  up. 

Mr.  F.  R.  Morrison— I  don't  know  as  the 
Common  Council  lias  anything  to  do  with  the 
maintenance  or  construction  of  sewers,  hut  I 
think  if  we  have  not  something  to  do  with 
keepingthe  streets  open  to  travel,  and  if  a  hole 
can  be  dug  in  the  street  and  we  cannot  say 
whether  it  shall  lie  filled  up  or  not,  I  think  it  is 
time  to  have  the  law  changed  so  that  we  can.  I 
saw  the  superintendent  of  sewers,  and  he  said 
he  had  no  money  to  do  this  thing,  and  that 
money  was  the  only  thing  needed.  We  have 
here  on  the  calendar  an  order  for  the  transfer  of 
n.  large -amount  of  money,  which  is  favored  t>J 
Democratic couiicilnieii,  and  I  cannot  see  why  a 

transfer  of  a  small  an rut,  which  comes  from 

a  Republican,  cannot  be  treated  as  well. 
Mr.  McNary— I  agree  with   the  remarks  of 


the  gentleman  from  Ward  11,  and  I  believe  that 
the  matter  should  be  attended  to  as  has  been 
stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1.  But 
here  we  have  the  matter  on  the  table,  where  it 
has  been  resting  for  two  or  three  weeks,  for  the 
transfer  of  a  large  amount.  I  assure  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  1,  in  regard  to  sewer  matters, 
that  sewers  are  needed  just  as  much  in  other 
parts  of  the  city  as  they  are  in  East  Bos- 
ton. If  that  money  is  transferred  no  doubt 
the  work  will  be  done.  If  it  is  not  transferred, 
I  see  no  reason  why  the  work  there  should  be 
done  any  more  than  in  Roxbury,  South  Boston 
or  Dorchester.  We  are  all  suffering.  In  my 
ward  there  is  a  street  where  they  need  about  200 
feet  of  sewer,  where  there  are  eight  or  10  houses. 
The  matter  has  been  brought  before  the  Board 
of  Health  two  or  three  times,  and  I  shouldn't 
wonder  if  the  people  were  ordered  to  vacate  the 
houses  before  long.  Now.  I  claim  that  the  peo- 
ple of  South  Boston  have  as  much  right  as  the 
people  of  East  Boston,  Roxbury  or  Dorchester. 
There  are  catch  basins  needed  in  Neponset  and 
West  i  Roxbury,  and  there  is  no  money  to  put 
them  in.  This  order  on  the  calendar  will  come 
up  later,  and  we  can  transfer  the  large  amount, 
and  the  money  can  be  vised  for  the  various 
places  where  it  is  needed.  I  don't  see  why  we 
should  appropriate  money  specifically  for  this 
purpose,  when  we  can  transfer  this  $30,000  to  the 
department,  to  be  used  for  all  such  purposes  as 
are  here  called  for,  regardless  of  locality. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  desire  to  make  one  remark 
in  reply  to  the  remark  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  1.  and  that  is,  that  1  must  assure  him  that 
I  wasn't  aware  whether  he  was  a  Democrat  or  a 
Republican.  I  didn't  suppose  that  sewers  were 
political  in  their  nature,  in  any  case,  but  be- 
yond that,  sir,  I  say  again,  in  reply  to  what  he 
said,  that  when  he  thinks  the  City  Council  can 
till  up  a  hole,  it  is  evident  that  he  has  not 
studied  the  city  charter,  The  City  Council  is 
not  charged  with  the  duty  of  looking  after 
the  streets  of  the  city  of  Boston.  So  far  as  that 
belongs  to  either  branch,  it  belongs  to  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  and  under  the  new  charter  it  be- 
longs to  the  mayor  and  superintendent  of 
streets.  The  gentleman  ought  to  know,  being  a 
Republican,  that  the  City  Council  has  not  the 
power  it  had  two  years  ago — thanks  to  his  party. 

Mr.  McNary— I  am  in  sympathy  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Wardl,  and  believe  that  the  hole 
ought  to  be  filled  up  if  we  can  reach  it.  But  I 
think  other  sections  of  the  city  are  entitled  to  a 
certain  consideration  and  should  be  considered 
in  this  connection.  I  move  to  lay  this  matter 
on  the  table  until  we  reach  the  transfer,  and  we 
can  then  include  this  in  the  transfer  and  act  on 
the  different  matters  together. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Whall— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  Common  Council  has  nothing  at  all  to  do 
with  the  subject  matter  included  in  this  order. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  rule  the  point 
of  order  not  well  taken. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  do  not  understand  that  the  gen- 
tleman's order  calls  for  any  action  on  the  part 
of  the  City  Council  in  regard  to  filling  up  any 
hole  in  the  street  or  in  regard  to  locating  any 
sewer.  It  is  simply  to  provide  for  a  transfer  of 
funds  to  complete  a  sewer  which  has  already 
been  properly  ordered,  laid  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  and  upon  which  the  work  lias  been 
commenced,  and  is  nearly  completed.  The 
superintendent  of  sewers  has  done  his  duty  so 
Car  as  the  funds  would  allow,  and  it  now  be- 
comes the  duly  of  the  City  Council  to  appro- 
priate or  transfer  the  money  necossaey  to  ac- 
complish the  desired  object,  viz.,  the  com- 
pletion of  lliissewer,  Now,  Mr.  President,  if  any 
section  of  the  city  of  Boston  should   come  into 

this  Council  and  make  as  g 1  a  showing  as  tho 

gentlemen  from  Ward  1  have  made  here  tonight 
in  favor  of  completing  a  sewer  already  begun, 
and  lias  been  left  in  a  condition  not  only  ob- 
structive to  travel,  but  dangerous.  I  certainly 
should  vote  for  that  money,  even  il  it  called  for 
$30,000.  But  I  do  not  understand  that  there  is 
another  section  in  the  w  hole  city  of  Boston  tliat 

can  make  as  good  a,  showing  as  has  been  made 

fieri)  by  the  representatives   from    East   Boston. 

If  there  is  another  such  case,  [shall   !»■  toady  to 

vote  for  the  transfer  of  the  necessary  money  to 
meet  it.  I  hope  this  order  will  pass,  and  I  cer- 
tainly shal  I  not  vote  for  the  transfer  of  $30,000 
until  I  can  see  an  equal  necessity  for  it  in  other 
parts  of  tho  city. 
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Mr.  Leary— This  affair  seems  amusing  to  me. 
because,  as  I  understand  it,  the  matter  stands  in 
thiswise:  Certain  people  would  like  to  take  a 
certain  amount  of  money  and  patch  up  a  hole  in 
an  East  Boston  street,  and  allow  the  rest  of  us 
to  go  without  necessary  improvements  we  need. 
Now,  the  whole  matter,  in  plain  English,  is  sim- 
ply this:  It  is  just  before  election,  and  certain 
people  don't  want  to  vote  for  a  large  appropria- 
tion for  the  Sewer  Department  simply  be- 
cause they  are  afraid  that  a  large  number  of 
men  would  be  put  to  work;  but  if  they  can 
get  $600,  or  some  other  small  sums,  to  fix  up 
certain  sections,  they  will  vote  for  that  and  let 
the  rest  of  the  city  go.  Now,  I  will  not  vote  for 
the  means  to  fix  up  any  particular  section  of  the 
city  when  the  rest  of  the  city  needs  it  just  as 
badly.  I  am  more  than  convinced  by  the  com- 
munications received  from  His  Honor  the  Mayor 
and  the  superintendent  of  sewers  that  other 
sections  need  more  money  for  sewers  as  much 
as  East  Boston  does.  If  the  gentleman  will 
visit  the  Sewer  Department  he  will  find  that  the 
same  necessity  exists  elsewhere,  and  the  super- 
intendent has  just  about  $11  on  hand.  Mr. 
McNary  has  correctly  described  the  condition  of 
affiairs  in  South  Boston.  I  know  it  has  been 
impossible  to  get  any  money  to  fix  up  that 
street,  and  the  result  is  that  people  are  going  to 
move  from  that  locality ;  they  say  they  will  not 
live  where  they  have  to  pay  taxes  and  cannot 
get  good  accommodations. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Short,  the  main  question 
was  ordesed. 

The  order  was  passed ;  yeas  52,  nays  5 : 

Yeas— Atwood,  Barry,  Blume,  Bowman.  Burr, 
Carroll,  Carstensen,  Chamberlain.  Clark,  Coch- 
ran, Coleman,  Connolly,  Coyle,  Davern,  Dewey, 
Dolan,  Duggan.  Fisher,  Foss,  Fottler,  Fowler, 
Frost.  Hayes,  Kelliher,  Kelley,  Ladd,  Lattimore, 
Light,  Mahonev,  McEnaney,  McKenna,  McNary, 
F.  Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  J.  Murphy.  W.  H. 
Murphy,  Nunan,  Perkins,  Reilly,  Richards,  San- 
ger, Shaw.  Short,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sulli- 
van. Sundberg.  Teevens,  Tracy,  Tuttle,  Webster, 
Wliall— 52. 

Nays— Harrington,  Leary.  R.  Sullivan,  Whit- 
more,  Wilson— 5. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Desmond,  Dunn,  j.  Gal- 
lagher,|P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Haggerty.  Ken- 
nedy, Lauten,  J.  Murphy,  Norton,  O'Mealey, 
Perry,  C.  C.  Powers,  E.  J.  Powers,  Thayer— 15. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider  the  last  vote; 
lost. 

[For  further  action  see  later  in  the  proceed- 
ings.] 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN — RE- 
SUMED. 

20.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims  and  order 
to  pay  Michael  C.  Collins  $145.80,  the  balance 
remaining  from  the  sale  of  an  estate,  16  Roches- 
ter street,  held  by  the  city. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Mr.  Whall 
moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

21.  Report  of  Committee  on  Laying  Out  and 
Widening  Streets,  and  order  for  the  release,  for 
nominal  consideration,  to  Franklin  M.  Drew, 
trustee,  a  parcel  of  land  at  corner  of  Glenarm 
and  New  Beaver  streets,  containing  330  square 
feet. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question 
came  on  giving  the  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  to  inquire  why  we  are 
called  upon  to  transfer  this  330  feet  of  land  for 
a  nominal  consideration.  [No  response.]  In  the 
absence  of  any  information.  I  shall  have  to 
move  to  refer  this  order  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  E.  Sullivan— I  can  give  Mr.  Ladd  the 
information  if  he  would  like  to  have  me.  This 
is  a  little  piece  of  land  out  on  Glenarm  street, 
which  the  city  took  by  the  right  of  eminent 
domain.  The  city  has  ceased  to  use  that  part 
of  the  street,  but  has  also  taken  another  piece 
on  the  same  street.  The  city  has  given  up  the 
first  piece,  and  the  present  owners  want  a  deed 
from  the  city  to  protect  their  title,  and  they,  in 
return,  will  give  to  the  city  a  deed  of  the  other 
part  of  the  street.  It  is  simply  a  swap  of  deeds 
between  the  Drew  estate  and  the  city. 

Mr.  Ladd— Do  I  understand  that  the  other 
strip  that  the  city  proposes  to  take  is  owned  by 
the  same  party? 

Mr.  E.  Sullivan— It  was  originally.  The  city 
uses  this  strip  and  does  not  use  the  other. 

Mr.  Ladd— Are  we   to  transfer  this  land  to 


these  parties  in  consideration  of  their  transfer- 
ring the  other  piece  of  land  to  the  city  for  the 
purposes  of  a  street? 

Mr.  E.  Sullivan— Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  withdraw  my  objection  to  the 
order. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence.  Mr.  E. 
Sullivan  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

22.  Report  of  Committee  on  Department  for 
Inspection  of  Buildings,  and  an  ordinance,  in  a 
new  draft,  approved  as  to  form  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances,  to  amend  Chapter  48  of  the 
Revised  Ordinances  of  1885,  in  Section  2,  in  the 
paragraph  relating  to  intercepting  walls  in  the 
erection  of  wooden  buildings  to  be  occupied  for 
dwelling  purposes,  by  adding  thereto,  "or  they 
may,  in  the  discretion  of  the  inspector  of  build- 
ings, be  carried  to  the  under  side  of  the  roof- 
covering,  which  shall  be  laid  and  embedded  in 
mortar  upon  the  walls." 

Report  accepted,  ordinance  read  twice  under 
a  suspension  of  the  rule,  moved  by  Mr.  Whall, 
and  passed  in  concurrence.  Mr.  Whall  moved 
to  reconsider ;  lost. 

REAPPORTIONMENT  AND     PROPOSED     NEW     MU- 
NICIPAL DISTRICTS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  called  up  the  special  assign- 
ment for  8.30  P.M.,  viz. : 

32.  Order  to  petition  for  an  act  to  equalize  the 
representation  of  voters  in  the  City  Council. 
(City  Doc.  163.) 

Mr.  Whitmore— Mr.  President,  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Council  I  introduced  this  order 
in  pursuance  of  a  statement  which  I  made  that 
if  the  order  to  accept  the  act  to  equalize  the  rep- 
resentation of  Wards  22  and  25  with  the  rest  of 
the  city  was  not  carried,  I  would  present  to  the 
Council  a  plan  which  would  equalize  the  repre- 
sentation not  only  of  those  wards,  but  of  all  the 
wards  in  the  city.  This  order  which  I  have  in- 
troduced is  in  accordance  with  that  promise. 
During  the  last  two  weeks  the  matter  has  been 
noticed  somewhat  by  the  newspapers,  and  I 
have  had  considerable  inquiry  made  by 
members  of  the  Council  as  to  the  exact 
meaning  of  the  proposition ;  and  I  propose,  with 
the  consent  of  the  Council,  to  occupy  a  few  mo- 
ments in  explaining  the  intent  and  object  of  the 
proposed  act.  If  there  are  any  criticisms  to  be 
made,  I  hope  they  will  be  made  on  the  floor  of 
this  Council,  so  that  they  may  be  considered  at 
some  subsequent  meeting,  before  the  Council  is 
asked  to  vote  upon  it.  Now ,  sir,  I  desire  to  state, 
in  the  first  place,  what  the  trouble  is  in  regard 
to  the  wards,  and  in  the  second  place,  to  offer 
some  method  of  correcting  them.  First  as  to  the 
trouble  in  regard  to  the  wards:  The  reason  we 
cannot  remedy  the  inequalities  m  the  wards,  as 
we  used  to  do,  lies  in  the  decision  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  which  is  printed  in  City  Document 
133  of  1886.  That  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court 
put  a  new  and  unexpected  difficulty  in  the  way 
of  fixing  the  wards.  It  was  perfectly  well  known 
that  during  every  10  years  the  number  of  voters 
in  the  various  wards  would  shift  so  that  any 
division  would  become  unequal.  In  1865  and  1875, 
under  special  laws,  the  City  Council  made  a 
redivision  of  the  wards.  It  did  the  same 
in  1885  under  the  existing  law,  but  when  the 
Legislature  came  together  a  question  was  there 
raised,  the  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court  was 
asked,  and  the  decision  of  the  court  was  exactly 
this:  That  according  to  the'  constitution,  and 
various  amendments  to  the  constitution,  it  was 
impossible  to  re-arrange  the  boundaries  of  any 
ward  of  a  city  if  thereby  a  senatorial  district 
was  affected.  It  happened  that  our  city  was  in 
that  position,  so  that  any  change  in  the  ward 
lines  would  affect  a  senatorial  district,  and  con- 
sequently the  Supreme  Court  said  we  could  not 
do  it.  They  threw  out  an  intimation  that  we 
might  have  other  wards  with  different  bound- 
aries for  municipal  purposes ;  but  though  they 
said  that,  there  was  no  legal  objection  to 
doing  it,  every  one  sees  that  it  is  a  physical  im- 
possibility to  nave  two  sets  of  wards  with  differ- 
ent boundaries  running  through  the  same 
sections  of  the  city  at  the  same  time.  No- 
body could  ever  tell  what  ward  he  was 
in  if  there  were  two  different  places  re- 
ceiving that  name.  The  result  of  it  was 
that  the  Legislature  passed  an  act  repealing  the 
division  of  wards  made  in  1885,  not  on  account  of 
any  injustice  in  that  division,  but  simply  be- 
cause the  Legislature  saw  it  was  impossible  •  to 
have  two  sets  of  wards  at  one  time,  and  the  Su- 
preme Court  said  the   old  division  must  stand 
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for  the  purpose  of  retaining  the  boundaries  of 
the  senatorial  districts.  Now,  sir,  the  inequali- 
ties which  had  arisen  at  the  end  of  10  years  are 
much  greater  at  the  end  of  12  years,  and  at  the 
end  of  20  years  they  will  be  something  utterly 
subversive  of  good  government  and  equal  repre- 
sentation unless  some  remedy  is  found.  I  ven- 
ture to  say  that  the  provision  I  suggest  is  an  en- 
tire answer  to  all  the  objections,  and  points  out 
how  the  voters  of  the  city  for  municipal  purpo- 
ses may  be  divided  into  districts  with  equal  rep- 
resentations. In  this  I  ask  for  no  change  in  the 
voting  laws  or  system  of  registration,  nor  do  I 
submit  any  plan  which  is  different  in  theory 
from  what  we  are  now  acting  upon.  Gentlemen 
will  keep  in  mind  the  fact  that  the  ward  is  now 
nothing  but  an  expression — it  is  not  what  it  used 
to  be ;  it  is  not  a  voting  unit ;  there  is  no  such 
thing  as  a  ward  officer,  a  wardroom,  or  a  ward 
meeting,  or  a  ward  voting-list  existing  in  the 
city  of  Boston.  Instead  of  that  we  have  every- 
thing arranged  with  the  precinct  as  the  unit. 
"We  have  in  the  city  of  Boston  today  107  pre- 
cincts, which  exercise  all  the  functions  which 
the  old  wards  used  to  exercise,  except  the  one 
function  of  supplying  the  unit  for  the  represen- 
tative, senatorial  and  councilor  districts  By 
the  constitution  that  empty  form  must  be  kept 
up.  It  means  nothing  more  than  did  the  talk  of 
people  after  the  Revolution,  about  pounds  and 
shilling's  when  the  legal  tender  was  dollars  and 
cents.  If  by  law  a  man  was  hound  to  pay  rent 
in  pounds  and  shillings,  that  contract  had  to 
be  fulfilled,  although  he  brought  in  dollars  and 
cents  as  an  equivalent.  Now,  sir,  my  proposi- 
tion is  this:  We  have  107  precincts.  If 
we  added  one  more  precinct  we  would 
have  108.  I  take  that  number  because 
it  has  a  large  common  divisor  with  the 
number  72.  If  you  put  every  three  precincts 
together  and  let  them  elect  two  councilmen, 
the  result  will  be  you  will  have  72  councilmen. 
In  other  words  I  do  not  disturb  the  present  very 
convenient  number  which  has  been  selected  for 
the  membership  of  the  Common  Council.  In 
this  plan  I  have  given  to  Ward  22  four  pre- 
cincts, because  that  ward  is  entitled  to  that 
number  on  account  of  its  population,  and  it  is 
the  only  ward  of  that  size  now  having  three  pre- 
cincts. I  therefore  suggest  that  we  start  with 
108  as  the  number  of  precincts.  Now,  sir,  if  every 
three  precincts  be  placed  together  in  an  elec- 
toral district— which,  for  the  sake  of  conveni- 
ence, I  call  municipal  districts — we  shall  have 
36  districts,  each  of  which  is  the  equivalent  of  an 
average  ward.  To  do  this  we  have  not  to  alter 
any  existing  process  of  voting.  The  fact  is,  we 
have  adopted  the  very  same  idea  or  plan  for  a 
different  purpose,  in  the  congressional  districts. 
For  convenience  we  will  say  that  every 
ward  consists  of  four  precincts.  Well,  sir,  I 
live  in  Ward  12.  My  precinct  is  one  of  four. 
When  I  vote  for  an  alderman  my  precinct  is 
joined  to  three  precincts  in  Ward  12  and  five  in 
Ward  13;  but  when  I  vote  lor  senator  it  isjoined 
to  four  in  Ward  12  and  four  in  Ward  16.  Now, 
sir,  my  precinct  vote  for  senator  has  been  com- 
bined with  11  other  precincts,  which  are  not  the 
same  to  which  it  is  joined  in  the  vote  for  alder- 
man. When  I  vote  for  congressmen  my  pre- 
cinct vote  is  joined  to  something  entirely  differ- 
ent. You  will  see  by  Chapter  253  of  the  Acts  of 
1882,  establishing  congressional  districts,  that 
the  third  congressional  district  consists  of  sev- 
eral wards,  and  precincts  3  and  4  of  Ward  15. 
Those  precincts  are  treated  exactly  as  if  they 
were  independent  cities  or  towns.  The  fourth 
congressional  district  is  made  up  of  several 
wards  and  precincts  2,  3,  and  4  of  Ward  8  and 
precincts  1  and  2  of  Ward  15,  and  those  precincts 
are  not  even  side  by  side.  Two  precincts 
of  Ward  15  in  South  Boston  are  joined  to  two 
precincts  in  Ward  8,  which  is  way  down  on 
Charles  river  by  the  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital.  The  same  case,  by  the  way,  exists  in 
the  fifth  congressional  district,  where  Precinct 
1  of  Ward  8  is  joined  to  a  district  which  consists 
not  only  of  Wards  9,  10  and  25,  but  also  includes 
the  cities  of  Somerville  and  Cambridge,  and  the 
towns  of  Watertown,  Belmont,  Lexington, 
Waltham,  Arlington,  Woburn  and  Burling- 
ton. You  can  pick  out  a  voting  precinct, 
under  the  present  law.  and  join  it  on  to 
the  town  of  Woburn,  miles  and  miles  away, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  it  a  part  of  the 
congressional  district.  In  the  same  way, 
in  the  sixth  congressional  district,  part  of  the 
wards  are  joined  to  towns  that  run  down  into 


Essex  county.  Now,  with  this  example  before 
us,  I  am  fully  justified  in  saying  that  I  am  taking 
up  no  new  idea  whatever.  I  am  applying  the 
principle  which  the  Legislature  of  Massachu- 
setts has  thought  not  only  to  be  a  good  one,  but 
the  very  best  and  most  equitable  when  dividing 
up  the  congressional  representation  of  the  city- 
It  it  is  wrong  to  put  three  precincts  together 
for  the  sake  of  equalizing  the  representa- 
tion of  this  city  for  municipal  purposes, 
what  do  you  think  of  it  when  you  take 
part  of  Ward  8  in  the  city  of  Boston  and  join  it 
on  to  the  towns  of  Lexington,  Aldington  and 
Woburn?  And  yet  it  is  perfectly  easy  and  sim- 
ple, and  it  is  done.  Now  I  say,  let  us  carry  this 
process  just  one  step  further  for  a  much  better 
end.  It  is  not  picking  out  a  little  portion  of  the 
city  of  Boston  and  joining  it  on  to  a  country 
town  for  some  reason  which  could  easily  be  im- 
agined, but  which  need  not  be  explained  at  this 
time.  This  act  proposes  to  pick  out  these  pre- 
cincts properly  and  rightly— those  allied  to- 
gether— and  so  arrange  them  that  every  portion 
of  the  city  shall  get  its  fair  and  equitable  rep- 
resentation according  to  the  number  of  voters 
within  its  bounds.  No  new  machinery  is  re- 
quired, no  new  principle  is  established,  and  if  it 
is  going  to  do  justice  to  all  portions  of  the  city  I 
think  we  are  entitled  to  ask  for  it,  and  to  ask  very 
loudly.  Now  sir,  to  go  for  a  moment  into  the 
details  of  the  matter,  you  will  see  by  the  bill  be- 
fore you  that  we  have  provided  that  the  divis- 
ion shall  be  made  by  an  impartial  board.  I  make 
the  suggestion  that  we  should  take  the  living 
ex-mayors  of  Boston,  because  no  man  would 
then  say  I  was  trying  to  get  a  partisan  tribunal. 
Ex-Mayors  Pierce  and  Gaston  are  the  only  two 
that  are  claimed  as  Democrats,  and  Mayor  Gas- 
ton has  been  indorsed  by  the  citizens  generally 
in  a  convention  of  greater  or  less  size,  and  he 
certainly  cannot  be  considered  an  extreme  par- 
tisan the  present  year.  The  other  ex-mayors 
were  elected  on  the  Republican  tickets,  I  be- 
lieve— 

Mr.  Whall — Did  I  understand  the  gentleman 
to  say  that  ex-Mayor  Gaston  is  a  Democrat? 

Mr.  Whitmorb— I  don't  think  he  did.  If  he 
did,  the  gentleman  should  not  so  have  under- 
stood me.  Now,  sir,  I  say  that  this  tribunal  is 
certainly  an  impartial  one.    But  I  have  merely 

But  it  in  for  the  sake  of  having  my  bill  complete. 
!  the  Legislature  chooses  any  other  tribunal  I 
am  content,  because  I  think  I  shall  demonstrate 
in  a  few  minutes  that  it  is  impossible  for  the 
most  rabid  partisan  to  gerrymander  the  city  in 
any  way,  and  I  would  be  willing  to  let  my 
esteemed  friend,  the  president  of  the  Republi- 
can Ward  and  City  Committee,  have  a  hand  in 
it  if  he  chooses.  It  is  impossible  to  gerryman- 
der the  city  if  the  districts  are  to  be  contiguous 
to  each  other.  There  is  to  be  no  skipping  of 
precincts ;  they  are  to  take  the  territory  lying- 
side  by  side.  No  man  can  take  that  map  and 
tell  what  the  political  effect  of  such  a  division 
will  be,  except  that  whatever  is  the  political 
complexion  ot  the  city,  ouja  fair  vote,  it  will  be 
shown  in  a  fair  division.  That  is  all  I  can  say 
and  that  is  all  I  profess  to  know  about  it.  No 
man  can  look  at  that  map  and  say  that  any 
set  of  men  can  gerrymander  the  city 
under  this  system;  it  could  not  be  done. 
Now,  sir,  one  other  provision  which  I  have  put 
in,  is  that  certain  of  these  districts  shall  not  be 
divided.  Section  4  says  that  East  Boston  shall 
contain  two  districts,  by  which  I  mean  that 
there  being  nine  precincts  in  those  two  wards, 
they  shall  not  take  part  of  East  Boston  and  join 
it  on  to  any  other  part  of  the  city.  There  is 
room  enough  for  three  districts,  and  therefore 
they  will  be  formed  of  those  nine  precincts.  In 
the  same  way  Charlestown  has  15  precincts,  that 
will  make,  as  every  one  can  see,  two  thirds  as 
many  districts.  Let  them  stand  together 
there,  and  no  portion  of  them  shall  be  annexed 
to  a  district  on  the  mainland.  In  Dorchester 
there  are  six  precincts,  enough  for  two  districts. 
Out  of  regard  to  the  feeling  which  Dorchester 
has  shown,  to  its  great  disadvantage,  to  stick 
together  in  its  original  town  lines,  I  suggest  that 
Dorchester  remain  as  it  is.  In  the  same  way  we 
have  14  precincts  in  South  Boston,  and  to  make 
an  even  division  we  have  got  to  add  one  pre- 
cinct to  them.  I  have  suggested  the  adding  of 
one  precinct  of  Ward  20,  simply  because  it  is  the 
piece  of  land  lying  nearest  to  it.  I  have  not 
looked  at  the  precinct  vote  to  see  whether  it  is 
Republican  or  Democratic ;  whatever  the  result 
is,  it  cannot  affect  the  other  precincts  over  in 
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South  Boston.  No  gerrymander  can  be  made  to 
benefit  either  party  by  taking  those  precincts 
which  lie  adjacent  to  each  other.  That  leaves 
the  rest  of  the  city  to  be  divided  in  the  same 
way  by  the  board  authorized,  directed  and  in- 
structed to  make  the  division.  I  do  not  know 
that  there  is  any  other  point  in  this  bill.  Mr. 
President,  which  I  am  called  upon  particularly 
to  explain.  I  have  had  the  question  put  to  me 
why  I  said  there  should  be  a  re-division  of  the 
precincts.  The  reason  is  simply  this:  Some 
of  the  precincts  laid  out  a  number  of  years 
ago,  that  have  never  been  equalized  since, 
have  got  to  be  very  irregular  in  the  number  of 
their  population  and  voters,  and  they  might  be 
very  easily  equalized  by  somebody.  If  we  are 
going  to  start  upon  a  new  division  we!must  start 
with  equal  precincts  rather  than  to  start  with 
irregularprecincts.  I  think  there  is  one  pre- 
cinct in  Ward  10  which  has  300  voters,  and  an- 
other with  500.  So  it  is  easy  to  see  where  the 
inequality  exists.  The  law  under  which  it 
started  anticipated  that  there  should  be  a  read- 
justment every  five  years.  There  was  a  read- 
justment in  1885,  and  when  that  was  wiped  out 
we  went  back  to  the  old  precincts.  Now  the 
precincts  are  more  uneven  than  the  law  in- 
tended m  the  first  place.  I  have  put  into  the 
bill  the  suggestion  that  the  registrars  of  voters 
should  make  the  readjustment.  In  the  former 
law  it  was  the  Board  of  Assessors  who  performed 
this  duty.  There  is  no  reason  that  any  man  can 
explain  why  that  was  done,  excepting  that  seven 
years  ago  the  Board  of  Assessors  was  Republi- 
can, and  the  Legislature  that  passed  the  law  was 
Republican,  and  gave  the  duty  to  the  Board  of 
Assessors.  I  believe  the  Board  of  Assessors  did 
their  duty  honestly  and  squarely,  without  re- 
gard to  politics.  In  fact,  they  did  it  so  quickly 
that  they  could  not  have  krown  much  about 
the  politics  of  the  precincts ;  they  did  it  on  the 
line  of  the  large  streets,  I  believe.  It  makes  no 
difference  to  me  whether  it  is  done  by  the  Board 
of  Assessors  or  the  registrars  of  voters,  so  long 
as  the  precincts  are  equalized.  I  have  said  that 
the  Board  of  Registrars!  should  make  the  redi- 
vision  of  precincts  because  that  is  under  the  law 
which  was  established  seven  years  ago.  I  have 
made  one  provision  by  which  we  may  petition 
for  either  one  or  12  aldermen,  and  in  each 
case  the  aldermanic  districts  will  consist 
of  a  different  number  of  precincts.  I  _  have 
done  that  because  I  for  one  have  believed, 
and  believe  now,  that  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men is  too  small  to  carry  on  the  business.  I 
think  the  number  of  members  of  that  Board 
should  be  increased.  I  believe  that  an  order 
has  been  introduced  this  evening  for  a  petition 
to  make  that  Board  consist  of  25  members.  If  we 
should  make  the  number  of  aldermen  18 or  24  it 
would  agree  with  the  district.  But  that  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  principle  of  having  the 
aldermanic  districts  consist  of  an  even  number 
of  precincts  in  all  cases.  Now,  Mr.  President,  I 
have  only  this  to  say  in  closing:  I  believe  this 
will  give  a  fair,  equal  and  proper  division  of  the 
voters  of  the  city,  so  thai  every  voter  shall  have 
a  chance  to  he  represented,  and  that  one  vote 
will  be  worth  no  more  in  one  ward  than  it  is 
worth  in  another,  either  in  the  councilmen  or 
the  aldermanic  district.  It  is  true  that  if  this 
order  is  to  be  passed  it  must  go  up  to  the  Legis- 
lature and  there  run  the  gauntlet  of  a  majority 
of  the  party  adverse  to  the  party  in  the  majority 
in  the  city  of  Boston.  But,  sir,  I  believe  that 
the  Republicans  who  have  control  of  the  Legis- 
lature will  see  that  it  is  about  time,  before  the 
last  evidence  of  their  power  is  lost,  to  do  some- 
thing to  satisfy  the  just  claims  of  the  city  of 
Boston  for  an  equalization  of  its  representation, 
and  that  there  is  a  necessity  for  doing  some- 
thing. There  is  not  the  slightest  question  that 
the  way  in  which  the  aldermanic  districts  are 
aow  laid  out  is  an  insult  to  the  voters  of  Boston, 
and  that  the  most  extravagant  and  outrageous 
gerrymandering  has  characterized  all  of  the 
recent  divisions  of  aldermanic  or  councilman 
districts,  or  the  present  ward  divisions,  and  that 
it  will  be  so  characterized  so  long  as  they  are 
maintained  by  the  Republican  majority  in  the 
Legislature.  I  desire  to  be  put  on  record  as  say- 
ing in  all  seriousness  that  the  reason  the  Repub- 
lican party  has  lost  its  hold  upon  the  city  of 
Boston  is  owing  to  the  continued  bad  faith 
which  it  has  shown  to  the  voters  of 
Boston;  and  that  when,  as  we  have  seen 
within  the  last  week,  the  men  who  claim 
to  have  a  majority  of  the  wealth  and  education 


of  the  city  of  Boston  are  rushing  around  in 
despair  to  find  a  candidate  to  place  in  nomina- 
tion against  the  Democratic  candidate  for  the 
office  of  mayor,  it  is  owing  to  the  fact  that  these 
same  men  and  their  associates  have  been  guilty 
<>f  the  most  flagrant  breaches  of  trust  in  the  way 
they  have  by  special  laws  administered  the 
affairs  of  the  city  of  Boston.  It  is  very  possible, 
Mr.  President,  that  your  constituents  and  mine 
are  not  on  an  average  as  well  educated  or  as 
rich  as  the  people  who  live  in  Wards  9,  10  or  11 ; 
but  they  have  an  uncommon  amount  of  horse 
sense,  and  they  do  not  believe  in  the  morality 
of  a  man  who  is  picking  their  pockets  at  the 
same  time  that  he  is  preaching  to  them  the 
necessity  and  propriety  of  being  contented  and 
virtuous.  That  is  the  position  which  the  grand 
old  party  has  assumed  for  the  last  five  or  seven 
or  ten  years  in  regard  to  the  citizens  of  Boston. 
No  man  who  objects  to  the  kind  of  aldermen  we 
get  in  the  city  of  Boston  has  anything  to  say 
when  he  has  aided  and  abetted  a  division  by 
which  one  ward— Ward  24— is  given  year  after 
year  one-twelfth  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and 
the  three  wards  in  Charlestown,  and  the  three 
at  the  North  end,  each  with  much  larger  popu- 
lation, have  only  equal  representation  with 
Dorchester.  Now,  sir,  I  say  again  that  it  is  de- 
sirable that  we  should  go  up  to  the  Legislature, 
if  this  proposition  is  fair ;  not  to  indulge  in  re- 
crimination, but  simply  to  bring  it  to  the  atten- 
tion of  men  who  have  the  power,  that  this  is  a 
right  and  proper  measure  to  pass,  and  that  the 
responsibility  will  lie  with  the  majority  of  the 
Legislature  if  they  refuse  to  do  us  justice.  In 
1886,  after  they  got  the  opinion  of  the  Supreme 
Court  re-establishing  the  old  wards,  the  leading 
Boston  Republicans  in  the  Legislature  professed 
to  be  very  sorry  that  that  was  the  result  of  the 
law,and  they  wished  there  was  some  way  out  of  it^ 
They  desired  that  there  should  be  some  plan 
suggested  by  which  a  representation  in  the  city 
of  Boston  could  be  made  fair  and  even.  Now, 
sir,  it  may  be  that  my  plan  is  not  feasible,  is  not 
legal,  or  will  not  have  the  result  desired.  If  so, 
I  hope  that  criticism  will  be  given  to  it  at  once, 
so  that  some  one  else  may  devise  some  other 
plan,  but  certainly  it  must  be  possible  to  make  a 
fair,  legal  and  proper  division  to  equalize  the 
representation  of  the  various  sections  of  the  city 
of  Boston,  so  that  we  shall  have  a  Common 
Council  and  a  Board  of  Aldermen,  every  mem- 
ber of  which  represents  an  equal  number  of  con- 
stituents. That  is  the  only  way  in  which  the 
city  of  Boston  can  be  properly  governed  and  it 
is  the  duty  of  this  City  Council  to  formulate  such 
a  plan,  and  the  duty  of  the  majority  of  the  Leg- 
islature to  promptly  give  us  such  a  law.  This 
act  will  do  away  with  just  such  inequalities  as 
are  brought  about  by  the  act  which  was  rejected 
by  us  two  or  three  weeks  ago.  I  stated  then  as  I 
do  now  that  Wards,  22  and  25  at  present  have 
not  a  just  representation ;  they  are  suffering  un- 
der greater  injustice  than  are  other  parts  of  the 
city  of  Boston.  I  hope  that  they  and  all  other 
parts  of  the  city  of  Boston  will  come  in  and  ask 
for  a  proper  and  fair  division,  so  that  every  por- 
tion of  the  city  shall  receive  an  equal  represen- 
tation. It  may  be  very  possible,  Mr.  President, 
that  I  have  been  too  sanguine  as  to  what  will  be 
the  effect  of  this  act.  I  only  know  that  I  offer  it 
in  good  faith  and  I  have  no  secret  intention  of 
aiding  or  abetting  either  political  party.  I  say 
in  the  utmost  good  faith  that  I  do  not  believe 
any  man  can  foresee  what  the  political  changes 
will  be,  hut  I  do  not  believe  there  will  be 
much  material  difference.  The  majority 
lies  in  the  hands  of  one  party.  It  is  to  be 
expected  that  any  party  will  have  representa- 
tion in  the  city  government  pioportioned  to  the 
majority  it  has ;  and  that  is  what  it  is  entitled 
to.  I  believe  that,  and  nothing  else,  will  be  the 
result  of  this  act.  I  hope  the  order  will  receive 
such  criticism  as  shall  occur  to  members  and 
then  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  have  the  matter, 
after  some  consideration,  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  in  order  that  members  may  more  fully 
consider  the  matter  before  they  are  required  to 
vote  upon  it.  I  move  to  specially  assign  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  to  the  next  meeting 
at  eight  o'clock. 

Mr.  Richakds— I  trust  that  assignment  will  be 
made,  and  I  should  like  to  add,  by  way  of  further 
amendment,  that  the  city  surveyor  be  requested 
to  make  a  map.  giving  the  outlines  of  the  differ- 
ent precincts  and  wards  of  any  one  block  to- 
? ether,  and  while  discussing  this  matter  I  think 
should  like  to  go  somewhat  into  the  facts  of 
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the  case.  I  do  not  suppose  tbat  if  whatever  we 
do  in  this  Council  in  the  line  of  petitioning  the 
Legislature  will  pass,  if  it  does  not  meet  with 
their  approval;  but  I  think  we  ought  to  give 
proper  attention  to  the  matter  and  see  that  it  is 
carefully  done,  because  it  is  important.  I  think 
the  scheme  is  an  ingenious  one,  but  I  think  also 
that  perfect  fairness  has  not  yet  been  arrived  at 
in  certain  precincts.  If  we  take  the  order  as  it 
lies  before  us,  the  different  wards  are  divided 
into  precincts  as  they  are  today,  with  the  excep- 
tion, I  believe,  of  Wards  22  and  24.  Now  the  city 
of  Boston  is  growing  very  fast,  and  certain  of  its 
precincts  in  certain  wards  are  overflowing.  They 
are  going  beyond  the  prescribed  limits  of  the 
ward,  we  find  at  the  polling-places.  I  refer  to 
Precinct  5,  Ward  11 ;  Precinct  5,  Ward  20 :  Pre- 
cinct 4.  Ward  21 ;  Precinct  2,  Ward  23,  and  Pre- 
cinct 5,  Ward  24,  which  I  am  told  by  the  Assess- 
ors' Department  have  overflowed  their  limits. 
Now  the  only  way  to  meet  that  is  to  give  the 
wards  where  those  precincts  are  further  addi- 
tional precincts.  I  look  at  the  list  giving  the 
number  of  registered  voters  and  number  of  pre- 
cincts. I  find  that  in  Ward  1  there  are  five  pre- 
cincts, according  to  this  order,  and  there  are 
2669  voters,  which  would  give  each  polling-place 
533  voters.  Now  there  are  57,653  registered 
voters,  according  to  the  registrars'  list  of 
the  last  municipal  election,  which,  divided 
by  108  precincts,  according  to  this  order, 
would  give  as  the  average  number  of  voters 
per  precinct,  533.  Therefore  in  Ward  1  we 
have  the  average  number,  533  per  precinct. 
Ward  2  is  divided  into  four  precincts,  contain- 
ing 2325  voters,  which  would  give  an  average 
per  precinct  of  581.  In  Ward  3  there  are  2251 
voters,  which,  divided  by  the  four  precincts, 

fives  an  average  of  562.  In  Ward  4  there  are 
our  precincts  and  2084  voters,  giving  an  aver- 
age of  521 ;  in  Ward  5  there  are  four  precincts, 
with  2241  voters,  giving  an  average  of  560  voters 
per  precinct.  Then  we  come  to  Ward  6,  which 
has  1702  voters  and  four  precincts,  leaving  an 
average  of  but  425.  That  seems  to  be  a  small 
ward,  having  an  undue  proportion  of  represen- 
tation, I  would  suggest  there  that  the  number 
of  precincts  be  cut  down  to  three,  giving  567 
voters  per  precinct.  Also  in  Ward  7,  which  has 
1478  registered  voters,  which  has  four  precincts, 
there  is  an  average  of  30  voters.  I  would  sug- 
gest that  the  number  of  precincts  be  cut  down 
to  three,  leaving  an  average  of  492  per  precinct. 
Ward  8  has  four  precincts  and  1924  registered 
voters,  having  an  average  of  481  per  precinct. 
Ward  9  has  1724  voters  which,  divided  by  four, 
gives  an  average  of  431  per  precinct.  Again, 
that  is  too  many  precincts,  according  to  the 
registered  voters.  We  should  cut  that  down  to 
three  precincts,  giving  an  average  per  precinct 
of  594.  Ward  10  has  1453  registered  voters,  and 
four  precincts— 363  registered  voters  per  pre- 
cinct. Cut  the  number  of  precincts  down  to 
three,  and  it  will  leave  484  per  precinct.  Ward 
11  has  five  precincts,  with  2782  voters,  making  556 
per  precinct,  very  near  the  average.  Ward  12  has 
1720  voters  which,  divided  by  four,  gives  430  per 
precinct.  Again  we  should  cut  the  number  of 
precincts  down  to  three.  Ward  13  has  five  pre- 
cincts and  2757  registered  voters,  giving  an  aver- 
age per  precinct  of  551  voters,  Ward  14  has  2934 
voters  which,  divided  by  five,  gives  an  aver- 
age per  precinct  of  586  voters.  Ward  15 
has  2217  voters,  with  four  precincts,  making 
554  voters  per  precinct.  Ward  16  has  1885  reg- 
istered voters,  with  four  precincts,  making  471 
voters  for  each  precinct.  Ward  17  has  2181 
voters,  with  four  precincts,  making  545  voters 
per  precinct.  Ward  18  has  four  precincts  and 
2170  registered  voters,  leaving  542  per  precinct. 
Ward  19  has  2625  registered  voters,  with  four 
precincts,  making  656  registered  voters  per  pre- 
cinct. That  is  again  disproportionate,  and  the 
precincts  should  he  increased  to  five,  giving  it 
an  average  of  525  registered  voters  per  precinct. 
Ward  20  has  3199  registered  voters,  the  number 
of  precincts  plotted  is  five,  making  in  each  pre- 
cinct 639  voters.  It  strikes  me  that  the  number 
of  precincts  should  be  increased  to  six,  giving 
an  average  of  533.  Ward  21  has  2948  registered 
voters,  and  has  here  five  precincts,  malting  589 
voters  for  each  precinct.  We  should  add  one 
precinct  to  that  and  will  then  have  491  per  pre- 
cinct. Ward  22  has  2003  registered  voters  and 
four  precincts,  giving  500  votes  per  precinct. 
Ward  23,  one  of  the  growing  wards,  has  3042 
registered  voters  and  five  precincts,  giving  an 
average  of  608  per  precinct.    Adding  one  more, 


you  have  six  precincts,  with  an  average  of  527 
voters— very  nearly  the  average.  Ward  24  has 
3603  registered  voters,  with  six  precincts,  giving 
600  registered  voters  per  precinct.  Add  one  more 
precinct,  calling  the  number  seven,  and  then 
you  will  have  514  registered  voters  per  precinct. 
Ward  25,  again,  has  three  precincts,  with  1756 
registered  voters,  giving  each  precinct  585  reg- 
istered voters,  which  is  about  right.  So  you 
have  the  same  number  of  precincts  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  has  suggested,  108,  but 
they  are  all  averaged  down  so  that  they  are 
very  nearly  the  same,  giving  to  the  grow- 
ing wards  the  fair  amount  of  increased 
precincts  which  the  growth  of  those  wards 
certainly  demands  at  the  present  time.  Now. 
leaving  that  for  a  moment,  it  occurs  to  me, 
in  Section  4,  that  while  we  are  willing,  perhaps, 
to  trust  the  ex-mayors  of  Boston  in  dividing 
these  municipal  preciucts  into  municipal  dis- 
tricts, at  the  same  sime  we  are  trying  to  tie  the 
hands  of  those  ex-mayors  by  saying  that  they 
shall  not  have  anything  to  do  with  East  Boston, 
Charlestown,  Dorchester,  Brighton  and  South 
Boston.  If  we  have  confidence  in  our  ex-mayors, 
there  is  no  reason  in  the  world  why  we  should 
not  leave  the  matter  to  them,  to  divide  up  the 
wards  as  they  see  fit.  If  they  are  competent  for 
the  one  purpose,  certainly  they  should  be  for 
the  other.  Also  1  notice  in  our  city  charter,  on 
page  2,  it  speaks  of  having  adjoining  precincts 
consist  of  compact  and  contiguous  territory.  It 
would  therefore  seem  proper  to  follow  on  that 
policy,  and  in  this  case  guard  against  having 
anything  but  a  compact  district,  so  that  you 
shall  not  fall  into  the  error  of  the  Mississippians 
and  have  a  shoe-string  district.  I  would  there- 
fore suggest  that  amendment:  instead  of  "each 
of  which  shall  consist  of  three  precincts,  where- 
of one  shall  be  in  some  portion  counterminous 
with  the  other  two,"  that  "the  precincts  shall, 
to  as  great  a  degree  as  possible,  abut  upon  each 
other,"  so  that  each  district  may  be  as  compact 
as  possible.  In  that  way  we  would  avoid  any 
form  of  gerrymandering  which  might  arise 
from  the  interpretation  of  the  term  "coun- 
terminous with  each  other."  I  make  these 
suggestions,  hoping  that  they  may  be  ful- 
ly considered,  and  I  am  very  glad  that  the 
gent'eman  from  Ward  12  has  been  willing  to 
submit  this  thing  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Council. 

Mi'.  R.  Sullivan— I  wish  it  to  be  understood, 
in  the  first  place,  that  I  don't  wish  to  object  to 
the  passage  of  the  order  introduced  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12,  hut  I  desire  to  congratu- 
late him  at  this  time,  that,  after  having,  with 
all  his  power,  voted  down  the  acceptance  of  the 
act  which  was  sent  here  by  the  Legislature — 
that  during  that  time  he  was  examining  very 
fully  into  the  inequalities  of  representation  in 
the  city  of  Boston.  I  must  say,  as,  for  instance, 
a  critic  might  say,  in  regard  to  a  new 
play,  that  this  document  the  gentleman 
has  brought  in  here  tonight  is  very 
ingenious.  I  think  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  has  devoted  much  study  to  it,  and  I 
think  he  should  he  commended  for  the  study  he 
has  put  into  it.  One  special  point  ho  and  I  differ 
on  is  the  basis  of  representation.  I  don't  intend 
to  argue  the  basis  of  representation  tonight,  but 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  has  started  out  in 
this  way;  he  has  appeared  before  vis  tonight 
with  a  plan  of  representation  based  on  regis- 
tered voters.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  11, 
Mr.  Richards,  has  also  argued  on  the  same  basis. 
I  believe  that  the  proper  hasis  of  representation 
is  legal  voters.  I  believe  when  the  precincts 
are  divided,  according  to  the  law,  into  a  certain 
number  of  registered  voters,  that  that  law  is  not 
in  opposition  to  the  law  that  is  laid  down  that 
the  basis  of  representation  shall  be  legal  voters. 
I  believe  if  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  had 
taken  the  basis  of  legal  voters,  he  would  have 
found  in  certain  sections  of  the  city  that  there 
would  have  been  in  some  wards  a  larger  number 
of  precincts  than  according  to  the  basis  he  has 
taken  to  night.  That  is  to  say,  and  I  think  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  11  has  pointed  it  out,  in- 
stead of  Ward  9  having  four  precincts  it 
should  have  five  precincts,  and  other  places 
would  go  above  the  basis  of  representation 
laid  down  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12.  But 
that  should  not  be  anything  against  the  passage 
of  this  order.  I  speak  tonight  because  I  think 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  has  shown  his 
good  favor  towards  Wards  22  and  25.  and  all  the 
other  wards  in  the  city,  and  that,  although   he 
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has  opposed  a  measure  which  would  have  been 
of  great  advantage  to  the  city— that  is,  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  act— still,  after  having  thrown 
over  what  I  consider  would  have  been  the  best 
way  of  leaving  the  representation  of  Boston,  he 
has  brought  up  tonight  the  next  best  method  I 
can  see,  and  therefore  I  trust  if  the  order  is  put 
upon  its  passage  tonight  it  will  be  passed,  and  I 
think  it  should  be  assigned  to  the  next  meeting 
in  order  that  we  should  have  some  chance  to 
amend  the  number  of  precincts  he  has  laid 
down.  I  think  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11, 
taking  the  basis  of  registered  voters,  has  shown 
that  there  are  still  inequalities  in  the  bill  the 
g'entleman  from  Ward  12  has  presented;  that  is 
to  say.  Wards  6,  7,  8,  9, 10  and  other  wards.which, 
according  to  the  plan  set  down  here,  would  have 
only  two  representatives  in  the  Council,  accord- 
ing to  their  oasis,  whether  legal  voters  or  regis- 
tered voters,  should  be  divided  into  less  pre- 
cincts than  other  wards.  I  hope  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  will  consider  the  orders  I  have 
introduced  tonight  before  putting  this  matter 
on  its  passage.  We  don't  know,  if  either  of  these 
orders  go  to  the  Legislature,  which  will  effect  a 
passage,  if  either.  I  am  not  opposed  to  passing 
the  order  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  and, 
if  it  should  be  passed  by  the  Legislature,  I  think 
it  would  give  the  Republican  and  Democratic 
wards  a  fair  representation.  But  because  all 
things  are  uncertain— that  is  to  say,  his  order, 
however  good  it  might  be  in  itself,  may  not  pass 
the  Legislature— I  hope  the  order  I  have  intro- 
duced, namely,  the  order  to  increase  the 
number  of  council  men  from  72  to  74,  will 
be  considered,  not  in  opposition  to  the  order 
which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  has  intro- 
duced, but  on  this  ground,  that  if  there  is  a  pos- 
sible defeat  awaiting  the  order  introduced  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  then  the  order  I 
have  introduced  may  gain  some  standing  in  the 
Legislature.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  an 
order  of  this  kind  in  order  that  Wards  22  and  25 
may  not  continue  to  suffer  from  inequality  in 
representation. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  desire  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Council  to  one  fact  only.  I  have  put  in 
the  number  of  precincts  exactly  as  they  exist, 
adding  one  for  the  reason  stated,  It  was  not  a 
number  which  I  invented,  but  I  took  the  num- 
bers as  they  are.  I  found  they  were  reasonable 
and  equal,  and  that  was  all.  lam  perfectly  wil- 
ling to  h^ve  any  arrangement  of  the  precincts 
which  carries  out  any  one  principle,  whether  it 
be  legal  inhabitants,  legal  voters,  population,  or 
any  other  basis  whatever,  so  long  as  it  is  uni- 
form throughout  the  city.  I  think  the  result 
will  be  practically  the  same  in  any  case.  I 
shall  have  no  contention  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  22  on  that  point,  because 
my  plan  is  broad  enough  to  take  in  any  detail  of 
that  kind.  And,  sir,  I  hope  the  Council  will  re- 
member that  the  one  essential  point  to  my  sys- 
tem is  that  the  precinct,  over  which  we  can  still 
have  a  control  with  tbe  consent  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, shall  be  made  the  unit  on  which  all  our 
representations  shall  be  based.  That  is  the  car- 
dinal point.  If  that  principle  be  accepted,  I  am 
prepared  to  make  any  modification  that  is  rea- 
sonable and  just  in  regard  to  the  basis  of  repre- 
sentation, whether  it  be  manhood  suffrage,  pop- 
ulation, legal  voters,  registered  voters,  or  any- 
thing else  that  is  uniform  throughout  the  city. 
Whatever  basis  we  have  in  one  place  let  us  have 
it  in  the  other,  and  the  number  of  precincts  can 
be  adjusted  by  the  Legislature ;  only  let  them 
be  fair  and  honest,  and  give  the  same  represen- 
tation to  500  citizens  wherever  they  are  situated 
in  any  portion  of  the  city.  When  that  is  done, 
they  are  doing  what  is  right  and  proper,  and  the 
system  must  work  out  to  give  us  proper  repre- 
sentation. The  only  essential  part  is,  that  the 
precinct  shall  be  the  unit  upon  which  the  repre- 
sentation is  based.  I  take  the  precinct  because 
it  does  not  come  under  the  constitutional  re- 
quirement which  prevents  it  from  being  altered 
and  equalized  whenever  we  find  it  necessary. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  trust  the  assignment  will  prevail, 
because  this  is  a  very  important  matter  and 
may  well  rest  until  another  week,  and  there  will 
be  then  plenty  of  time  to  act  upon  it.  It  seems 
to  ine  that  the  scheme  which  has  been  presented 
to  us  in  this  document  has  wrong  principles.  Its 
principles  seem  to  be  to  give  the  older  parts  of 
the  city  all  the  representation  they  will  possibly 
bear,  and  Sot  to  give  representation  to  the  new 
and  growing  parts  of  the  city  in  proportion  to 
their  future  growth,  but  rather  to  limit  them 


and  make  the  inequalities  of  the  future  very 
large  indeed.  I  think  that  is  wrong.  I  doubt 
whether  the  principle  involved  in  this  pla-n  is 
right  at  all.  I  doubt  whether  it  is  wise  to  break 
up  the  ward  division,  which  this  plan  practically 
does.  It  makes  a  councilman  come  not  from  a 
particular  ward,  but  partly  from  one  ward  and 
partly  from  another.  Now  the  cases  cited  of  the 
division  of  districts  for  congressmen,  representa- 
tives to  the  General  Court  and  senators,  it  seems 
to  me  are  entirely  different  from  the  cases  of 
members  of  this  Council.  The  former  are 
rightly  made  up  of  a  number  of  political  units, 
because  they  include  political  units — towns  and 
cities  and  wards  of  cities — and  are  limited  to  one 
representative.  But  in  the  case  of  representa- 
tives in  this  chamber  several  come  from  each 
ward,  and  I  doubt  the  propriety  or  the  ^practi- 
cal  working  of  a  system  that  each  councilman 
shall  come  from  no  ward  in  particular,  but 
partly  from  one  ward  and  partly  from  another. 
I  think  it  is  better  when  you  can  bring 
a  representative  from  any  political  unit 
that  it  shall  be  done.  I  think  the  Legislature 
g-ave  the  city  all  that  we  could  reasonably 
ask  when  they  gave  us  the  act  which  the  Coun- 
cil rejected  a  few  weeks  ago.  They  put  things 
into  such  shape  as  would  remain  until  1895, 
when  we  would  have  a  redivision  of  wards,  and 
would  not  have  to  part  with  the  political  unit 
of  the  wards  of  the  city.  I  think  that  unit 
should  be  adhered  to  whenever  it  is  possible.  I 
know  it  can  not  be  adhered  to  in  the  case  of 
congressmen,  representatives  to  the  Legislature 
and  senators.  But  where  it  could  be  adhered 
to  it  should  be,  because  we  see  the  necessity  of 
citizens  keeping  up  an  interest  in  politics,  and 
I  think  their  interest  in  politics  should  be  most 
intense.  In  order  to  keep  up  that  unit  we  must 
continue  the  division  into  wards.  I  think  that 
any  minor  divisions  would  be  to  the  disadvan- 
tage of  good  government.  It  seems  to  me  we 
have  already  experienced  in  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men the  disadvantage  of  dividing  the  city  into 
districts  and  divisions,  instead  of  allowing  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  to  be  elected  from  the  body 
of  citizens  at  large.  We  have  not  had,  under 
the  aldermanic  system,  the  superior  talent  in 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  that  we  have  had  in 
years  past,  when  that  body  was  selected  from 
the  body  of  citizens  at  large.  Men  of  smaller 
calibre  have  been  able  to  manipulate  the 
aldermanic  districts  of  the  city  and  get  them- 
selves elected,  when  they  would  not  have  been 
able  to  do  so  if  elected  at  large. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  hope  the  measure  will  be 
assigned,  for  this  reason.  I  have  been  informed 
that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  is  a  member 
of  the  bar.  He  has  made  a  statement  that  in 
1895  there  will  be  a  new  division  of  the  wards. 
I  hope  there  will  be  a  week's  time  allowed  the 
gentleman  in  which  he  can  bring  to  the  next 
meeting  the  draft  of  such  a  law  that  the  Legis- 
lature would  pass  which  will  give  a  new  divi- 
sion of  wards  m  1895.  If  the  gentleman  will 
buckle  himself  down  to  that  duty  he  will  have 
nothing  else  to  attend  to  between  now  and  the 
next  meeting;  but  he  will  come  in  with  a  blank 
sheet  of  paper.  It  is  impossible  for  him  to 
draft  an  act,  under  the  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  to  provide  for  a  new  division  of  wards  in 
1895. 

Mr.  Ladd— If  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
has  given  me  information  which  I  did  not  have 
I  am  thankful  for  it.  I  understand  perfectly 
well  what  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court 
was.  I  understand,  also,  that  so  long  as  we  act 
under  that  decision  we  shall  remain  with  the 
present  division  of  wards.  But  I  have  reason  to 
believe  that  the  Legislature  will  by  the  time 
mentioned  give  us  a  law  which  will  enable  us 
again  to  re-divide  the  wards  the  of  city  of  Bos- 
ton. 

Mr.  Whitmore— If  the  gentleman  has  any 
doubts  about  that,  I  will  give  him  still  another 
week  to  draft  the  act.  Such  an  act  cannot  be 
passed. 

Further  consideration  of  the  subject  was 
specially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  at  8 
o'clock. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Mr.  Richards 
offered  an  order — That  the  city  surveyor  be  re- 
quested to  provide  members  of  the  City  Council 
maps  of  the  city  divided  into  wards  and  pre- 
cincts as  at  present  existing,  before  the  next 
meeting  on  Dec.  8,  1887. 

Passed.  Mr.  Richards  moved  to  reconsider ; 
lost.    Sent  up. 
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Mr.  R.  Sullivan  called  up  the  special  assign- 
ment for  8.30  P.M.,  being  the  order   offered  by 
hini  earlier  in  the  session  to  petition  the  Legis- 
lature for  an  act  making  the  number  of  coun 
oilmen  74, 

Mr.  Dewey— It  strikes  me  it  would  be  better 
to  have  that  order  come  up  at  the  same  time  as 
the  order  introduced  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12,  and  I  therefore  move  that  this  order 
be  assigned  to  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— This  question  has  been 
argued  so  frequently  before  the  Council  that  it 
seems  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  anything  at 
this  time.  But  when  the  question  of  the  accep- 
tance of  the  act  was  voted  on  and  defeated,  «it 
was  understood,  and,  in  fact,  expressed  to  me  by 
almost  every  member  of  the  Council,  that  an 
order  to  that  effect  would  be  allowed  to  go  on 
its  passage,  I  haven't  any  strong  objection  to  the 
assignment,  because  if  the  matter  is  assigned  it 
probably  will  be  passed  later,  according  to  the 
feeling  of  the  members  of  the  Council.  But  I 
don't  see  any  objection  to  the  passage  of  this 
order  tonight,  because  this  order  has  nothing  at 
all  to  do  with  the  order  introduced  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12.  We  merely  ask  that  we 
be  allowed  to  petition  with  the  same  reasons,  for 
the  same  thing  we  petitioned  for  a  year  ago. 
Now,  as  I  said,  I  desire  to  have  an  order  before 
the  Legislature  which  will  give  us  some  standing 
there  if -the  order  introduced  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  is  defeated.  If  the  order  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  21  is  assigned,  I  should 
like  to  have  the  order  put  upon  its  passage,  but 
if  the  gentleman  from  AVard  21  will  not  with- 
draw his  assignment  I  am  satisfied  to  allow  it  to 
go  over. 

Mr.  Dewey— In  the  proposed  order  contained 
in  Document  1G3  there  is  a  scheme  for  equalizing 
the  representation  in  the  Common  Council. 
Now  this  scheme  does  not  agree  with  that  pro- 
posed by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  22.  and  if 
we  now  pass  the  order  introduced  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  22,  making  the  number  of 
common  councilmen  74,  we  will  alter  the  whole 
makeup  of  this  proposed  order.  For  that  reason 
I  think  the  whole  matter  should  be  taken  up  to- 
gether, and  that  we  should  not  act  on  a  part, 
leaving  the  balance  to  be  acted  on  at  a  future 
time.  For  that  reason  I  hope  the  motion  to  as- 
sign will  prevail. 

The  order  was  assigned  to  the  next  meeting. 
papers   from  the  board  of  aldermen— re- 
sumed. 

23.  Order  requesting  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances to  investigate  and  report  whether  all 
boards  in  charge  of  departments  have  com- 
plied with  Chapter  31,  Section  3,  of  the  Ordi- 
nances of  1887. 

Mr.  F.  Morison — I  should  like  to  ask  for  some 
information  in  regard  to  this  matter.  I  happen 
to  be  a  member  of  that  committee,  and  I  should 
like  to  know  the  scope  of  this  order. 

Mr.  Short— I  would  suggest  that  the  gentle- 
man can  get  the  information  when  the  order  is 
referred  to  that  committee. 

Mr.  F.  Morison— I  move  to  refer  the  matter  to 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  Mr.  President. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  suppose  if  the  matter  comes 
before  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  it  will  be 
attended  to  within  a  short  time,  as  at  this  stage 
of  the  year  we  have  very  little  to  do  and  it  is 
such  an  able  committee. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time,  and  the 
question  came  on  its  passage, 

Mr.  Wilson— The  order  as  it  reads  on  the  cal- 
ender here  simply  refers  to  Chapter  31,  Section 
3  of  the  Ordinances  of  1887.  I  am  sure  I  don't 
know  what  we  are  acting  on.  If  the  order  it- 
self explains  the  matter,  I  should  like  to  have  it 
read  once  more ;  if  not,  I  should  like  to  have  the 

fentleman  who  introduced  it  explain  it  more 
ully. 

The  clerk  read  the  order. 

Mr.  Wilson— May  I  ask  for  information  what 
Chapter  31,  Section  3,  of  the  Ordinances  of  1887, 
may  be? 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  will  answer  the  question. 
It  is  document  No.  127  on  the  file.  It  is  in  regard 
to  official  bonds.  The  order  is,  as  I  understand 
it,  for  the  committee  to  report  whether  an  ordi- 
nance has  been  complied  with  by  the  various 
departments. 

Mr.  Blume— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I  can- 
not hear  anything,  there  is  such  a  riot  going  on 
in  the  ante-room.    I  think  it  is  a  disgrace,  and  I 


hope'the  Chair  will  send  word  to  the  uproarious 
gentlemen  to  stop  their  noise  and  not  interrupt 
our  proceedings. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  say  for  the 
information  of  the  gentleman,  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  have  noticed  that  the  Chair 
has  ordered  the  doors  leading  to  the  ante-rooms 
closed,  and  has  had  them  kept  closed.  If  gen- 
tlemen will  insist  on  remaining  in  the  ante- 
rooms after  the  doors  have  been  closed,  of  course 
the  Chair  cannot  prevent  that;  but  he  would 
suggest  that  such  gentlemen  cannot  hear  the 
debate  that  is  going  on  on  the  floor  of  this  cham- 
ber. The  Chair  fully  agrees  with  the  gentleman 
in  the  remarks  he  has  made. 

Mr.  Blume— I  think  the  Chair  can  request  a 
police  officer  to  go  out  there  and  keep  order. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  am  a  little  surprised  that 
the  gentleman,  while  complaining  of  other  peo- 
ple beiugout  of  order,  should  have  taken  me  so 
unceremoniously  off  the  floor,  although  I  appre- 
ciate his  motives  and  agree  with  him  that  it  is 
too  bad  that  such  a  noise  should  be  made.  I 
would  say  that  this  order  apparently,  on  the 
face  of  it,  directs  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
to  see  whether  this  matter  has  been  complied 
with  by  the  various  departments.  I  think  it 
would  have  been  ample  for  whoever  introduced 
it  instead  of  this  order  to  have  put  in  an  order 
asking  the  mayor  to  inform  us  whether  the  or- 
dinance had  been  carried  out.  But  in  point  of 
fact  I  do  not  know  how  the  Common  Council  or 
the  Citv  Council  is  particularly  charged  with 
the  enforcement  of  ordinances.  I  do  not  know 
where  the  order  originated.  But,  as  I  have  said, 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances  being  a  very  able 
and  talented  committee,  and  always  ready  to 
attend  to  its  duty,  will  attend  to  this  matter  if 
the  Council  desires  it.  For  my  part  I  should  be 
very  glad  to  see  the  order  amended  or  indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

Mr.  Sanger— Inasmuch  as  there  is  no  one  who 
is  able  to  give  us  any  information  as  to  why  the 
order  was  presented.  I  move  that  it  be  indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  the  previous  question ;  de- 
clared lost.  Mr.  Whall  doubted  the  vote,  the 
Council  was  divided,  7  in  favor,  19  against,  and 
the  motion  for  the  previous  question  was  de- 
clared lost.  Mr.  Whall  doubted  the  vote  and 
asked  for  a  verification  by  yeas  and  nays,  which 
the  Council  refused  to  order. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  was  car- 
ried. Mr.  Sanger  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 
Notice  sent  up. 

THE  LUNCH  ORDER. 

Mr.  Whall— I  desire  to  offer  the  privileged 
order : 

Ordered,  That  the  city  messenger  be  requested 
to  provide  a  lunch  in  the  ante-room  for  the 
members,  officers,  and  reporters;  the  expense 
attending  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  contingent  fund  of  the  Common 
Council. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  think  it  is  very  early  in  the  eve- 
ning for  such  an  order  to  be  introduced.  I  think 
we  can  get  through  by  half  past  10. 

Mr.  Whall— I  believe  the  order  ought  to  be 
introduced  a  couple  of  hours  before  Friday  com- 
mences every  time  we  have  a  meeting  of  the 
Common  Council,  for  reasons  that  might  be  ob- 
vious to  the  gentleman  if  he  stopped  to  consider 
the  facts.  I  believe  the  business  of  the  Common 
Council  tonight  will  keep  us  at  least  two  hours 
longer,  and  that  is  the  reason  I  introduee  the  or- 
der at  this  time. 

The  order  was  declared  refused  a  second  read- 
ing. Mr.  Whall  doubted  the  vote,  the  Council 
was  divided,  22  in  the.  affirmative,  23  in  the  neg- 
ative, and  the  second  reading  was  declared  lost. 
Mr.  Whall  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  a 
verification  by  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  de- 
clared not  ordered.  Mr.  Whall  doubted  the  vote 
and  asked  for  a  rising  vote,  which  was  taken 
and  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  clerk  began  to  call  the  roll. 

Mr.  Frost— Ithiiik  it  is  desirable  that  every 
member  who  votes  should  be  in  his  seat. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  ask  members 
to  take  their  seats. 

The  second  reading  was  ordered ;  yeas  34,  nays 
26: 

Yeas— Carroll,  Cochran,  Coleman,  Connolly, 
Coyle,  Davern,  Desmond,  Dolan^  Duggan, 
Fisher,  Foss,  Gomez,  Harrington,  H%es,  Keli- 
her,  Kelley,  Kennedy,  Leary,  McEnaney,  Mc- 
Kenna,  McNary,  J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy, 
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Nunan,;Perry.  Reilly,  Short,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R. 
Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevens,  Tracy,  Whall, 
Whitmore— 34. 

Nays— Atwood,  Blume,Bowman,Burr,  Carsten- 
sen,  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Dewey.Fottler,  Fowler, 
Frost,  Ladd,  Lattimore,  Lauten,  Light,  F.  Mori- 
son,  F.  R.  Morrison,  Perkins,  Richards,  Sanger, 
Shaw,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  Thayer,  Webster, 
Wilson— 26. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Barry,  Dunn,  J.  Gal- 
lagher, P.  J.  Gallagher,  Haggerty,  Mahoney, 
J.  Murphy,  Norton,  O'Mealey,  C.  C.  Powers,  E. 
J.  Powers,  Tuttle— 12. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  36,  nays  25: 

Yeas— Carroll,  Cochran,  Cpleman,  Connolly, 
Coyle,  Davern,  Desmond,  Dolan,  Duggan, 
Fisher,  Foss.  Gomez,  Harrington,  Hayes,  Keli- 
her,  Kelley,  Kennedy,  Leary,  Mahoney,  Mc- 
Enaney,  McKenna,  McNary,  J.  J.  Murphy, 
W.  H.  Murphy,  Nunan,  Perry,  Reilly,  Shaw, 
Short,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg, 
Teevens.  Tracy,  Whall,  Whitmore— 36. 

Nays— Atwood,  Blume,  Bowman.  Burr,  Car- 
stensen.  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Dewey.  Fottler. 
Fowler,  Frost.  Ladd,  Lattimore.  Lauten,  Light, 
F.  Morison.  F.  R.  Morrison,  Perkins,  Richards, 
Sanger,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  Thayer,  Webster, 
Wilson— 25. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Barry,  Dunn,  J.  Galla- 

fher,  P"  J.  Gallagher,    Haggerty,  J.     Murphy, 
Torton,  O'Mealey,  C.  C.  Powers,  E.  J.  Powers, 
Tuttle— 11 
Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

ADDITIONAL  APPROPRIATION  FOR  SEWERS. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  so  as 
to  take  up  No.  29,  viz. : 

Unfinished  Business. 

29.  Order  for  transfers  to  the  appropriation  for 
sewers  of  $20,000  from  the  appropriation  for 
Cambridge-street  bridge,  Allston,  and  $10,000 
from  that  for  land,  Hugh  O'Brien  School. 

The  President — No  objection  being  made  the 
Chair  will  order  the  clerk  to  take  up  No.  29. 

Mr.  Sanger— I  object. 

The  President— Mr.  Sanger  objects.  The 
question  is  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Whall  to  sus- 
pend the  rule  so  as  to  take  up  No.  29. 

The  rule  was  declared  suspended.  Mr.  Sanger 
doubted  the  voto,  the  Council  was  divided,  28  in 
the  aflirmative,  22  in  the  negative,  and  the  rule 
was  declared  not  suspended,  two-thirds  not 
having  voted  therefor. 

Mr.  Whall— I  doubt  the  vote  and  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mi-.  Whitmore— I  think,  Mr.  President,  that 
instead  of  wasting  time  on  the  yeas  and  nays  at 
this  time,  if  the  gentleman  will  withdraw  it  I 
will  make  a  motion  to  assign  Nos.  24,  25,  26,  27 
and  28  to  a  quarter  past  10  oclock. 

Mr.  Whall— I  withdraw  my  doubt. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  object.    I  renew  the  motion. 

The  President— Mr.  Whall  withdraws  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  object. 

Mr.  Whitmore — Mr.  President. 

Mr.  Whall— Mr.  President.  I  withdraw  the 
doubt. 

The  President— Mr.  Ladd  objects. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Mr.  President. 

The  President— Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12. 

Mr.  Whitmore— There  is  no  such  motion  as 
the  gentleman  objected  to  the  withdrawal 
under  such  circumstances.  The  gentleman  has 
a  right  to  renew  the  motion,  but  he  cannot  ob- 
ject to  the  gentleman  withdrawing  the  doubt. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  renewed  the  motion. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  had  obtained  the  floor,  Mr. 
President,  for  the  purpose  of  making  another 
rnotion. 

The  President— Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 
has  the  floor. 

Mr.  Whitmore— My  motion  is  that  Nos.  24  to 
28  inclusive  be  assigned  to  half  past  10  this  eve- 
ning. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  when 
a  motion  has  been  once  entertained  by  the  house 
it  cannot  be  withdrawn  without  unanimous 
consent. 

Mr.  Whall— When  the  Chair  declared  a  cer- 
tain vote  carried  I  entertained  a  doubt.  The 
doubt  was  entirely  personal  to  myself.  It  was 
my  personal  privilege  to  entertain  that  doubt, 
as  I  believed  it.  I  raised  that  doubt.  It  was  my 
personal  property.  I  have  withdrawn  that 
doubt.  If  the  gentleman  in  the  fourth  division 
wants  to  get  any  part  of  my  intellectual  opera- 


tions he  is  welcome  to  them.  I  am  satisfied  that 
my  doubt  was  badly  placed.  I  do  not  believe  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  10,  in  raising  his  objec- 
tion, has  any  parliamentary  standing. 

The  President—  The  Chair  will  say  for  the 
information  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  that 
Mr.  Whall  withdrew  the  motion,  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  10  objected.  Mr.  Whitmore 
then  got  the  floor  and  moved  to  suspend  the  rule 
on  orders  24  to  28.  If  the  gentleman  wishes  to 
renew  the  same  motion  the  Chair  would  enter- 
tain it.  But  if  it  is  offered  simply  as  an  objec- 
tion, it  will  not  hold. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  rise  for  information.  I  under- 
stand the  Chair  to  say  it  requires  a  suspension 
of  the  rule  to  assign  these  orders,  as  well  as  to 
take  up  order  No.  29. 

The  President— It  does  not  require  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Mr.  Ladd— 1  trust  that  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12  will  not  prevail,  for  it  is 
perfeetly  apparent  what  the  purpose  of  the  mo- 
tion is.  It  is  to  do  away  with  the  necessity  for  a 
two-thirds  vote  to  suspend  the  rule,  and  it  -eems 
to  me  such  an  unfair  method  as  that  should  not 
be  encouraged  in  this  Council.  It  was  necessary 
to  suspend  the  rule  in  order  to  take  up  order  No. 
29,  and  in  order  to  reach  it  we  should  have  had 
to  have  a  two-thirds  vote.  It  is  according  to  the 
spirit  of  the  rules,  it  seems  to  me,  that  they 
should  not  be  overridden  in  any  such  way  as 
this.  We  might  assign  all  the  numbers  on  the 
calendar  in  that  way  and  call  them  up  and  dis- 
pose of  them  later,  and  in  that  way  set  aside  our 
rules  altogether.  It  seems  to  me  entirely  un- 
fair. If  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  is  in  favor 
of  rules  to  govern  a  body,  it  seems  to  me  he 
should  be  in  favor  of  rules  that  are  rules.  If 
this  can  be  carried  through  the  rule  amounts  to 
nothing,  and  in  order  to  avoid  a  suspension  of 
the  rule  orders  may  be  taken  up  and  assigned 
to  any  time  without  a  two-thirds  vote  and  the 
orders  reached  on  the  same  evening.  It  seems 
to  me  that  such  action  is  childish. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  only  desire  to  say  that  there 
is  nothing  unfair  in  the  operation  of  a  parlia- 
mentary measure,  and  I  don't  think  the  gentle- 
man has  any  right  to  make  any  such  criticism 
of  the  motion  I  have  made.  I  have  asked  to  as- 
sign three  or  four  measures  on  purpose  to  reach 
them,  and  if  the  gentleman  knew  anything 
about  the  practice  of  such  bodies  he  would  know 
that  in  a  great  many  cases  in  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  it  is  customary  to  lay  orders  on  the 
fable  in  order  to  take  them  up  later  and  act  on 
them.  It  is  a  perfectly  well-known  and  recog- 
nized custom,  and  the  only  reason  for  it  not  be- 
ing oftener  resorted  to  is  that  it  is  very  seldom 
that  a  minority  refuses  to  allow  a  vote  to  be 
taken  on  a  topic  directly  in  the  course  to  be 
reached,  as  is  the  case  with  No.  29.  I  don't 
know  why  the  minority  refuses  to  allow  it  to 
come  up  under  the  rule,  but  so  long  as  they  make 
factious  opposition  to  it  the  minority  wishes  to 
reach  it. 

Mr.  Sanger— I  do  not  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  that  the  opposition  is  a  fac- 
tious one.  My  opposition  to  the  motion  to  as- 
sign is  for  the  reason  that  a  few  moments  ago  I 
desired  to  call  up  No.  26  and  was  assured  by  the 
Chair  that  it  would  be  reached  in  a  few  mo- 
ments. Order  No.  26  comes  from  the  Fire  Com- 
missioners, and  asl  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Fire  Department  on  the  part  of  the  Coun- 
cil, I  have  been  requested  to  have  it  passed  upon 
tonight.  It  is  an  important  order,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  new  engine  in  Roxbury,  which  is  very 
much  needed  at  the  present  time,  and  the  mat- 
ter is  independent  of  the  consideration  of  No. 
29,  I  am  now  in  doubt  about  the  propriety  of 
its  being  acted  on  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  would  rise  for  information,  and 
ask  if  the  question  is  on  the  assignment? 

The  President— The  question  is  on  assigning- 
Orders  24  to  28  inclusive  to  10.30  o'clock. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  declared  lost.  Mr. 
Whall  doubted  the  vote  and  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  which  were  ordered.  The  roll  was 
called : 

Yeas — Barry,  Carroll,  Cochran.  Coleman,  Con- 
nolly, Coyle,  Davern,  Desmond.  Dolan,  Dug- 
gan, Fisher,  Foss,  Gomez,  Hayes.  Keliher,  Kel- 
ley, Kennedy,  Leary.  Mahoney,  McEnaney,  Mc- 
Kenna, McNary,  J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphv, 
Nunan,  Perry,  Reilly.  Short,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R. 
Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevens,  Tracy,  Whall, 
Whitmore— 35. 

Nays— Atwood,  Blume,  Bowman,  Burr,  Car- 
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stensen.  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Dewey,  Fottler, 
Fowler,  Frost,  Ladd,  Lattimore,  Light,  F.  Mori- 
son,  F.  R.  Morrison,  Perkins.  Richards,  Sanger, 
Shaw,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  Thaver,  Webster, 
"Wilson— 25. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Dunn,  J.  Gallagher,  P. 
J.  Gallagher,  Haggerty,  Harrington,  Lauten, 
J.  Murphy,  Norton,  O'Mealey,  C.  C.  Powers,  E. 
J.  Powers,  Tut  tie— 12. 

And  orders  Nos.  24  to  28  were  declared  assigned 
to  10.30  P.M.,  viz.: 

24.  Order,  recommended  in  a  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Paving  (Aid.),  to  add  to  the  yard 
of  the  police  station  on  Boylston  street  a  strip 
of  land  20  feet  wide  and  containing  2200  square 
feet,  now  a  part  of  the  paving  yard  on  said 
street. 

25.  Order  requesting  the  superintendent  of 
bridges  to  repair  the  midge  over  Stony  brook, 
on  Florence  street,  and  Washington  street  be- 
tween Poplar  and  Kittredge  streets. 

26.  Order  (accompanied  by  request  from  Board 
of  Fire  Commissioners)  authorizing  said  board 
to  purchase  one  third-class  Clapp  &  Jones  en- 
gine of  present  make,  and  to  give  in  payment 
one  old  engine  and  the  sum  of  $2600. 

27.  Non-concurrence  in  the  action  of  this 
Council  in  recommitting  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Water,  leave  to  withdraw,  on  recom- 
mendation of  the  Water  Board,  on  the  petition 
of  Michal  C.  O'Hare  for  compensation  for  per- 
sonal injuries  received  through  alleged  negli- 
gence of  an  employee  of  the  city  while  the  pe- 
titioner was  employed  in  the  Water  Depart- 
ment. 

28.  Adherence  to  vote  accepting  the  report  of 
Committee  on  Health,  leave  to  withdraw,  on 
the  petitions  of  Joseph  Harris  and  others  for  the 
abatement  of  an  alleged  nuisance  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Harrison  square,  Dorchester,  and  James 
H.  Stark  and  others,  residents  in  and  about 
Savin  Hill,  for  the  abatement  of  an  alleged 
nuisance  in  the  vicinity  of  Glover's  Corner,  Dor- 
chester. 

The  President— The  clerk  will  take  up  29 
from  the  calendar. 

Mr.  Ladd— Mr.  President,  I  call  for  No.  24. 

The  President— The  Chair  has  ordered  No. 
29  to  be  taken  from  the  calendar. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  call  for  No.  24  on  the  calendar, 
the  time  to  which  it  was  assigned,  a  quarter  past 
10,  having  arrived. 

The  President— The  gentleman  is  mistaken. 
The  Chair  is  informed  by  the  clerk  that  the  or- 
ders were  assigned  to  half-past  10. 

No.  29  was  read  and  the  question  came  upon 
the  passage  of  the  order. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  ask  mem- 
bers to  take  their  seats. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  trust  the  main  question  will  not 
be  put.  At  the  last  meeting  it  was  very  appar- 
ent that  this  order  encountered  a  very  strong 
opposition.  It  seems  to  me  we  should  have  it  de- 
bated tonight.  I  trust  that  such  summary  pro- 
ceedings as  ordering  the  main  question  without 
any  debate  upon  this  matter  will  not  be  carried 
through  tonight.  We  have  not  had  any  infor- 
mation yet  in  regard  to  what  we  asked  about 
this  matter  at  the  last  meeting.  Even  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12,  who  makes  this  motion  to 
•cut  off  debate  has  not  vouchsafed  any  informa- 
tion as  to  why  this  order  should  be  passed,  and 
why  the  24,  27  or  29  members  who  voted  against 
it  at  the  last  meeting  should  change  their  minds 
and  vote  in  favor  of  it  tonight.  It  seems  to  me 
that  that  is  clearly  something  that  should  be  dis- 
cussed tonight,  and  we  ought  to  know  whether 
or  not  there  is  such  a  situation  in  the  Sewer  De- 
partment as  calls  for  the  expenditure  of  this 
large  sum  of  money  at  this  particular  time, 
when  the  ground  is  frozen  and  when  it  will 
soon  be  impossible  to  do  any  work  in  the  Sewer 
Department  whatsoever. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  ask  mem- 
bers to  take  their  seats.  I  am  informed  that 
there  is  practically  no  work  done  in  the  Sewer 
Department  in  cold  weather,  and  cold  weather 
has  just  commenced. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  raise  the  point  of  order 
that  on  the  motion  for  the  previous  question 
the  gentleman  is  limited  to  three  minutes  and 
has  already  spoken  over  five  minutes. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  have  spoken  only  two  minutes. 

The  President— The  gentleman  has  one  min- 
ute more. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  for  one  voted  against  this  order 
at  the  last  meeting  because  I  believed  that  no 


work  can  be  done  on  the  sewers  at  this  time. 
No  work  can  be  done  when  the  ground  is  frozen, 
and  the  ground  is  frozen  now.  Now  if  in  the 
future  it  is,  on  further  consideration,  found 
wise  to  appropriate  this  money  in  order  to  put 
these  sewers  in  better  condition,  in  order  to 
clean  these  sewers,  then  I  shall  certainly  be  in 
favor  of  voting  money  for  that  purpose,  for  I 
want  the  sewer  or  anv  other  department  of  the 
city  of  Boston  to  have  as  much  money  as  they 
find  necessary  to  carry  on  their  work ;  and  of 
all  departments  I  would  not  cramp  the  Sewer 
Department. 

Mr.  Short— I  hope  the  previous  question  will 
be  put.  I  have  not  sufficient  time  left  to  tell  the 
reasons  why  this  order  should  pass ;  but  it  would 
be  gratifying  to  know  that  the  members  of  the 
opposition  would  remain  here  and  vote  upon 
this  order  as  intelligent  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil, in  preference  to  carrying  out  a  prearranged 
plan  to  leave  the  Council  without  a  quorum.  It 
would  take  more  time  than  is  allowed  me  upon 
the  motion  for  the  previous  question  to  tell  all 
the  reasons  why  this  order  should  pass.  At  the 
present  time  the  Sewer  Department  is  in  a  de- 
plorable condition ;  they  are  absolutely  without 
funds.  It  must  be  apparent  to  all  members  here 
tonight  that  this  order  should  pass.  It  is  a  no- 
ticeable fact  that  one  of, the  wards  represented 
by  three  members  of  the  opposition  is  in  perhaps 
a  worse  condition  than  the  other  wards  of  the 
city,  but  when  this  matter  came  up  a  week  ago 
they  saw  fit  to  vote  against  this  order.  I  trust 
that  the  motion  for  the  previous  question  will 
be  carried  and  the  order  passed. 

Mr.  Wilson  addressed  the  Chair  and  was  rec- 
ognized. 

Mr.  Short— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  the 
time  for  debate  has  expired. 

The  President— The  time  allowed  is  10  min- 
utes. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  was  under  the  impression  that 
the  matter  we  were  discussing  at  this  time  was 
ordei  No.  28.  I  understood  the  Chair  to  rule 
that  Nos.  24,  25,  26  and  27  had  been  assigned  to 
half-past  10. 

The  President— I  also  said  28.  I  was  correc- 
ted by  the  clerk. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  am  very  glad  I  have  been  re- 
minded, and  I  trust  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  will  withdraw  his  motion  for  the  pre- 
vious question,  because  I  think  it  is  surprising 
that  a  matter  of  this  kind  should  be  rushed 
through  in  this  manner.  Now  I  seldom  rise  here 
to   talk   politics.    I   don't  believe   in  bringing 

Eolitics  into  the  Council  chamber,  if  possible, 
ut  I  for  one  will  certainly  vote  against  this  meas- 
ure tonight  on  the  ground  that  I  don't  believe 
in  putting  that  amount  of  money  into  the  Sewer 
Department's  hands  just  before  election,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  gentlemen  are  pushing  the 
matter  for  that  very  purpose,  under  the  previous 
question.  I  know  one  of  the  gentlemen  most 
interested  in  this  measure  has  been  manly 
enough  to  declare  that  he  himself  did  not  wish 
to  make  this  a  political  question,  and  he  would 
move  to  assign  it  to  the  next  meeting,  and  then 
we  could  take  it  up  and  consider  it  fairly  and 
impartially.  I  voted  against  an  order  of  like 
purport  introduced  by  a  gentleman  from  a  Re- 
publican ward.  I  voted  against  it  because  I 
intended  to  be  consistent.  I  don't  believe  in 
putting  money  into  the  hands  of  the  superinten- 
dent to  employ  laborers  before  election.  I  would 
not  do  it  to  assist  Republicans,  and  I  will  not  do 
it  to  assist  Democrats. 

Mr.  McNary— I  will  state  certain  things  in  re- 
gard to  this  order  which  will  have  a  bearing  on 
the  complexion  of  it.  As  is  well  known  by 
every  Republican  and  Democratic  member  here, 
the  superintendent  of  the  Sewer  Department 
asked  for  more  money  away  back  in  the  spring, 
and  again  in  the  early  fall.  A  month  and  a  half 
ago  I  put  in  an  order  asking  for  a  transfer. 
Th  ere  was  no  politics  in  it.  There  was  not  the 
slightest  chance  for  politics  when  the  superin- 
tendent asked  for  money  originally  or  the  second 
time,  or  the  time  I  put  in  the  order  asking  for 
the  transfer.  When  the  matter  came  in  two 
weeks  ago,  if  it  had  been  voted  for  then,  there 
would  have  been  no  politics  in  it.  One  of  the 
Republican  members  who  believed  in  this  said 
a  month  and  a  half  ago  that  he  knew  the  Sewer 
Department  needed  money,  and  he  was  in  favor 
of  giving  them  money.  Now,  I  would  be 
in  favor  of  laying  the  order  over  to- 
night, if  I  believed  we  could  get  48  votes  at  the 
next  meeting.    But  if  the  Sewer  Department 
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can  get  money,  there  is  plenty  of  work  that  they 
can  do  right  off— work  necessary  to  he  done. 
Every  Republican  as  well  as  every  Democrat, 
knows  that  there  is  a  good  deal  of  work  neces- 
sary to  he  done,  and  I  helieve  if  this  money  can 
be  given  to  that  department,  not  only  $600  can 
be  expended  in  that  place  in  East  Boston,  but 
work  necessary  in  every  section  of  the  city  can 
be  done. 

Several  members  addressed  the  Chair,  and  the 
President  announced  that  the  time  for  debate 
had  expired. 

Mr.  Lauten— Mr.  President. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  ask  that  the  time  be  extended 
in  order  that  time  may  be  allotted  to  Mr.  Lau- 
ten to  discuss  the  main  question. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

Mi-.  Lauten— I  shall  vote  in  favor  of  the 
measure,  because  I  am  satisfied  that  the  money 
is  needed  for  a  good  purpose.  That  is  all  I  have 
to  say. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  that  Mr.  Lauten  be 
allowed  15  minutes  longer.  I  really  couldn't 
catch  his  remarks. 

Mr.  Gomez— Mr.  President  and  gentlemen  of 
the  Council,— There  is  one  thing  I  have  noticed 
in  regard  to  this  number  on  the  calendar.  The 
attempt  has  been  made  by  the  Republican  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  to  shirk  the  duty- 
Mr.  Ladd — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that  the 
time  for  debate  has  expired. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  rule  the 
point  of  order  well  taken. 

Mr.  Ladd  moved  that  the  whole  matter  be 
assigned  to  two  weeks  from  tonight,  and  the 
Chan-  ruled  the  motion  out  of  order. 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  the  pass- 
age of  the  order,  and  the  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  rise  to  doubt  the  existence  of  a 
quorum. 

Mr.  Weall- I  raise  the  point  of  order  that, 
pending  the  roll  call,  no  gentleman  is  entitled 
to  the  floor,  the  clerk  having  started  the  roll. 

Mr.  Ladd— Mr.  President,  the  rollcall  had  not 
commenced. 

The  President— A  quorum  appears  to  be 
present ;  the  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

The  clerk  proceeded  to  call  the  roll,  and  when 
he  got  to  Mr.  Ladd's  name,  Mr.  Ladd  did  not 
answer. 

Mr.  Whall— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that 
Mr.  Ladd  is  present  in  the  chamber  and  not  vo- 
ting. He  is  not  entitled  to  refuse  to  vote  unless 
he  has  been  excused. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that  I 
can  vote  any  time  I  choose  until  the  rollcall  is 
finished, 

The  President— The  gentleman  has  that 
privilege, 

Mr.  Leary— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  no 
one  can  vote  unless  in  his  seat. 

The  President— Gentlemen  will  please  take 
their  seats. 

When  the  rollcall  was  finished,  Mr.  Ladd 
arose  and  voted  in  the  negative. 

The  order  was  rejected ;  yeas  39,  nays  6 : 

Yeas— Barry,  Carroll.  Chamberlain.  Cochran. 
Coleman.  Connolly,  Coyle,  Davern,  Desmond, 
Dolan,  Duggan,  Fisher,  Foss,  Gomez,  Harring- 
ton, Hayes,  Keliher,  Kelley,  ivennedy,  Lauten, 
Leary,  Mahoney,  McEnaney.  McKenna,  McNary, 
J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Nunan,  Perry, 
Reilly.  Short,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Suna- 
berg,  Teevens,  Tracy,  Tuttle,  Whall,  Whit- 
more—39. 

Nays— Dewey,  Ladd,  Lattimore,  F.  Morison, 
F.  R.  Morrison,  Thayer— 6. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Atwood,  Blume,  Bow- 
man. Burr,  Carstensen,  Clark,  Dunn.  Fottler, 
Fowler,  Frost,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher, 
Haggerty,  Light,  J.  Murphy,  Norton.  O'Meaiey, 
Perkins,  C.  C.  Powers,  E.  J.  Powers,  Richards, 
Sanger,  Shaw,  Snow.  E.  Sullivan,  Webster, 
Wilson— 27. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider,  hoping  it 
would  prevail.  The  reconsideration  was  as- 
signed to  the  next  meeting  at  8  o'clock,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  McNary. 

east  boston  sewers. 
Mr.  McNary  moyed  to  rescind  the  vote  by 
which  was  passed  early  this  evening  the  order 
to  transfer  $600  from  the  appropriation  for  land, 
Hugh  O'Brien  schoolhouse,  to  the  appropriation 
for  sewers,  to  be  expended  in  completing  the 
sewer  in  Decatur  and  Meridian  streets  in  East 
Boston. 


The  President— The  Chair  will  ask  members 
to  take  their  seats,  and  will  direct  the  messen- 
ger to  close  the  doors. 

Mr.  Whall — I  move  that  debate  now  close. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  that 
order  having  been  passed  at  this  meeting,  and  a 
reconsideration  refused,  the  vote  by  which  it 
was  passed  cannot  be  rescinded  at  this  meet- 
ing. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  rule  the  point 
of  order  not  well  taken.  It  is  within  the  province 
of  this  body  to  rescind  any  order  passed  by  this 
body. 

It  was  voted  that  debate  be  now  closed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered  upon  the  motion  to  rescind,  and 
the  motion  was  carried,  yeas  34,  nays  18: 

Yeas— Carroll,  Cochran,  Connolly,  Coyle,  Dav- 
ern, Desmond,  Dolan,  Duggan,  Fisher,  Foss, 
Gomez,  Harrington,  Hayes,  Keliher,  Kelley, 
Kennedy.  Leary,  Mahoney,  McKenna,  McNary, 
J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Nunan,  Perry, 
Reilly.  Short,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Sund- 
berg,  Teevens,  Tracy,  Whall,  Whitmore,  Wil- 
son— 34. 

Nays— Atwood.  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Dewey, 
Fottler,  Fowler,  Ladd,  Lattimore,  Lauten,  Light, 
F.  R.  Morrison,  Perkins,  Richards,  Shaw,  Snow, 

E.  Sullivan,  Thayer.  Tuttle— 18. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Barry,  Blume.  Bowman, 
Burr,  Carstensen,  Coleman,  Dunn.  Frost,  J.  Gal- 
lagher, P.  J.  Gallagher,  Haggerty,  McEnaney, 

F.  Morison,  J.  Murphy,  Norton.  O'Meaiey,  C.  C. 
Powers,  E.  J.  Powers,  Sanger,  Webster— 20 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  take  a  recess  of  30  min- 
utes for  lunch. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  move  to  amend,  that  we  ad- 
journ. 

The  President— The  question  is  upon  taking 
a  recess. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  the 
motion  to  adjourn  takes  precedence  of  the  mo- 
tion for  a  recess. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  trust  the  Chair  will  do  his 
duty  and  put  the  question  which  belongs  here, 
and  let  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  study  up 
parliamentary  law  during  the  recess. 

It  was  voted  at  10.40  P.M.  to  take  a  recess,  and 
the  recess  was  taken.  The  Council  was  called 
to  order,  and  business  was  resumed  at  11.10  P.M. 

regimental  armories. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  Mr.  Gomez 
submitted  a  report  from  the  special  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  by  the  Common  Council 
(Oct.  27, 1887)  the  order  (passed  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  Oct.  24)  relative  to  the  building,  by 
the  State,  of  two  regimental  armories  in  this 
city— Recommending  the  passage  of  the  order 
in  concurrence  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  put 
upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Ladd— Has  that  order  been  to  any  com- 
mittee? 

The  Clerk — It  was  passed  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  and  referred  by  the  Council  to  a 
special  committee,  and  the  committee  reports 
tonight  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  order  in 
concurrence  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  think  that  order  should  be  con- 
sidered by  the  Committee  on  Armories  before 
such  a  radical  course  is  taken  as  that. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  say  for  the 
information  of  the  gentleman  that  a  special 
committee  was  appointed  on  the  subject.  This 
special  committee  has  made  a  report,  and  this  is 
the  report  that  comes  from  the  special  com- 
mittee, joined  by  the  Committee  on  Armories 
on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

Mr.  Ladd — It  seems  to  me  this  order  should 
not  be  passed  tonight,  without  being  considered 
by  a  committee  which  has  these  matters  espe- 
cially in  charge.  I  move  to  assign  the  matter  to 
the  next  meeting  at  8  o'clock. 

Mr.  Gomez— I  hope  the  motion  to  assign  will 
not  prevail.  It  is  all  foolishness  and  nonsense. 
This  matter  has  been  canvassed  and  looked  into 
by  the  special  committee  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men and  by  the  special  committee  of  the  Com- 
mon Council.  The  report  has  been  published 
in  full  in  the  newspapers,  and  has  been  read 
and  understood  by  everybody.  The  mayor  has 
requested,  and  the  militiamen  of  the  State  ask, 
that  this  order  should  pass.  It  is  all  nonsense 
to  assign  it. 

Mr.  Keliher  raised  the  point  of  order  that 
there  was  no  quorum  present. 

The  Presldent  counted  and  said— The  Chair 
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counts  but  23  members,  and  the  Council  stands 
adjourned  until  next  Thursday  evening. 
Adjourned  at  11.15  P.M. 


CORRECTION. 

In  the  report  of  the  last  meeting  the  speech  of 
Mr.  Short  on  the  order  to  accept  the  act  to  reap- 
portion the  councilmen  was  accidentally 
omitted  by  the  reporter.  It  should  appear  in 
the  second  column  on  page  967,  after  the  speech 
of  Mr.  F.  Morison,  as  follows : 

Mr.  Short— Mr.  President,  permit  me,  in  the 
first  place,  to  congratulate  those  who  are  op- 
posed to  this  measure  on  the  tactics  adopted  by 
them  tonight  as  in  contrast  to  those  exercised 
one  week  ago.  At  that  time,  for  what  reason  I 
know  not,  they  saw  fit  to  leave  the  Council 
without  the  necessary  quorum  to  transact  its 
business.  It  is  gratifying  to  realize  that  they 
have  assembled  here  tonight  in  full  numbers  no 
doubt  to  fight  or  to  argue  this  question  simply 
and  solely  on  its  merits.  "When  the  order  was 
introduced  into  this  Council  Chamber  request- 
ing additional  representation  in  Ward  22,  it 
must  have  been  evident,  not  only  to  those  who 
presented  the  order,  but  to  the  members  of  the 
Council,  that  it  embodied  a  fair  and  honest  re- 
quest. There  is  no  doubt  in  the  mind  of  any 
unprejudiced  man  that  Ward  22,  as  it  really  is 
one  of  the  most  growing  wards  in  the  city,  in- 
creasing rapidly  in  population,  should  have  a 
better  representation  than  it  has  had  hereto- 
fore. For  that  reason  that  order  was  intro- 
duced. It  was  sent  by  the  City  Council  of  tbe 
city  of  Boston  to  the  State  Legislature  for  their 


action.  By  the  Legislature  it  was  referred,  as  I 
understand  it,  to  the  Committee  on  Cities,  and 
that  committee,  composed  of  the  representa- 
tives of  both  parties,  unanimously  recommend- 
ed the  act  presented  to  this  City  Council  for 
its  approval.  In  my  judgment  the  report  of  the 
minority  of  this  present  committee  should 
be  accepted.  I  believe  this  is  a- fair  apportion- 
ment upon  the  basis  of  the  legal  voters  in  the 
different  wards  of  the  city  of  Boston.  For  that 
reason  I  believe  the  act  should  be  accepted  and 
that  there  should  be  an  increase  in  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  various  wards  where  it  is  war- 
ranted by  virtue  of  increased  population,  and 
while  other  wards  will  be  deprived  proportion- 
ately of  some  of  their  representatives,  I  say  upon 
an  honest,  fair  and  conservative  basis  this  re- 
apportionment should  take  place.  It  is  un- 
necessary to  go  into  detail  and  to  advance  argu- 
ments upon  tne  one  side  and  the  other,  in  face 
of  the  fact  that  all  the  necessary  points  are 
made  distinct  and  clear  in  this  document  sub- 
mitted by  the  committee.  I  believe  that  if  you 
wish  to  calculate  upon  what  basis  the  people 
should  be  represented  in  a  legislative  body,  it 
should  not  be  upon  the  basis  of  the  area  of  this 
or  that  ward,  but  according  to  the  voting  popu- 
lation. I  have  seen  nothing,  after  studying  over 
the  report  of  the  committee,  to  change  the  opm- 
ion,belief  and  conviction  I  had  one  week  ago, that 
this  order  should  pass,  and  I  sincerely  trust 
that  the  members  of  the  Common  Council  will 
set  the  stamp  of  their  approval  upon  this  meas- 
ure and  accept  the  act  as  it  comes  from  the 
Legislature. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Monday,  Dec.  5. 1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
4  P.M.,  Aid.  Donovan,  chairman,  presiding. 
Absent,  Aid.  N.  G.  Smith. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Allen  the  reading  of  the 
record  of  the  last  meeting  was  dispensed  with, 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Eight  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  De- 
cember term  of  the  Superior  Criminal  Court. 

HEARINGS     ON    ORDERS     OF    NOTICE. 

1.  On  petition  of  Michael  F.  Dolan,  for  leave  to 
project  a  bay  window  from  building  on  Centre 
street,  Jamaica  Plain. 

2.  On  petition  of  William  Rooney.  for  leave  to 
project  two  bay  windows  from  building  on  Cen- 
tre street,  Jamaica  Plain. 

No  objections.  Severally  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Inspection  of  Buildings  (Aid.) 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines,  Etc.— 
Petitions  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  steam  boil- 
ers for  beating  purposes,  as  follows: 

John  C.  Haynes,  two  boilers,  Warren  street. 

Boston  Young  Men's  Gbristian  Union,  27- 
horse  power,  Boylston  street,  Tamworth  street, 
and  Boylston  square. 

Estate  Alpheus  Hardy,  22-horse  power,  63  and 
65  Essex  street,  Ward  10. 

Berkeley-street  Church  Society,  25-horse 
power,  Berkeley  street,  Warren  avenue  and 
Grav  street.  Ward  17. 

Willard  White,  50-horse  power,  675  Dudley 
street,  Magnolia  street  and  Alexander  avenue, 
Ward  20. 

J.  J.  Grace,  10-horse  power,  17  and  19  Harri- 
son-avenue extension  and  101  and  103  Chauncy 
street,  Ward  10. 

D.  W.  French,  eight-horse  power,  35  Sheridan 
av  enue.  Ward  23. 

Susan  Young,  eight-horse  power,  516  Warren 
street,  corner  Carlisle  street,  Ward  21. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps— Lewis  Jones 
&  Son,  for  an  electric  light  on  Warrenton 
:  street. 

W.  H.  Carberry  and  others,  for  a  large  street 
■  light  at  or  near  the  junction  of  Heath  and  Day 
streets. 

Patrick  J,  Maguire  and  others,  for  an  electric 
light  at  the  junction  of  Hampshire  and  Vernon 
streets. 

Alexander  Glover  and  others,  for  public  lamps 
on  Parish  street. 

Patrick  Crosby,  for  public  lamps  on  Stony- 
brook  street,  Ward  23. 

Henrietta  Cushing  and  others,  for  public 
lamps  on  Lake  street. 

George  S.  West,  for  public  lamps  on  Clifton 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares 
{Aid.)— Catherine  B.  Jenkins,  for  leave  to  re- 
move a  tree,  a  portion  of  which  is  dead  and  dan- 
gerous, said  tree  being  on  Western  avenue,  cor- 
ner Rena  street,  Ward  25. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving  (Aid.)— Harvard 
Congregational  Society  of  Dorchester,  for  a 
plank  walk  on  Gleason  street. 

Ellen  Gallagher,  for  brick  sidewalk,  52  Palmer 
street. 

Taylor  &  Sullivan,  for  leave  to  run  an  iron 
pipe  for  conveyance  of  steam  across  Gridley 
street,  '30  feet  above  grade,  from  estate  No.  228 
Congress  street,  to  estate  No.  137  Pearl  street. 

Tileston  &  Hollingsworth  and  others,  for  a 
plank  walk  on  Fremont  street  and  place,  to  ac- 
commodate the  children  attending  the  Tileston 
vSchool, 

A.  B.  McGahey,  for  leave  to  construct  a  bulk- 
head in  sidewalk  in  Stamford  street. 

A.  B.  McGahey,  for  leave  to  put  a  bulkhead  in 
.  sidewalk  in  South  Margin  street. 

William  Raymond  Lee  and  others,  to  save  an 
elm  tree  on  Lamartine  street,  Jamaica  Plain. 

To  the  Comm,ittee  on  Seioers  (Aid.) — George 
'  W.    Boynton.  admin istrator  for  abatement  of 


sewer  assessment  on  private  way  off  School 
street. 

Regina  Crimmin,  for  abatement  of  sewer 
assessment  against  her  estate  onFerrin  street. 

Thomas  Gill,  for  abatement  of  sewer  assess- 
ment. 

John  Degnan,  for  partial  abatement  of  sewer 
assessment  against  nis  estate  on  Lincoln  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Electric  Wires— G.  A, 
Smith,  trustee,  and  others,  that  the  order 
granting  leave  to  locate  poles  on  W.  Newton 
street  be  revoked. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings— B.  W.  Dean,  for  leave  to  build- 
wooden  building  on  377  W.  First  street  and  S4 
Dove  street.  Ward  13. 

E.  C.  Gifford,  for  leave  to  build  addition  to 
building  on  unnamed  street,  off  K  street,  near 
E.  Ninth  street,  Ward  14. 

O.  E.  Madden,  for  leave  to  build  an  addition 
on  rear  51  Mt.  Pleasant  avenue,  Ward  20. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims  —  Timothy 
McCarthy,  for  compensation  tor  injuries  re- 
ceived by  his  horse  from  an  alleged  defect  in 
Whitney  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  (Aid.)— Joseph 
Modlich,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old  wooden 
building  for  one  horse  on  Dale  street,  Roslin- 
dale,  Ward  23. 

Bailey  S.  Page,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  proposed 
wooden  building  for  three  horses,  on  rear  3567 
Washington  sti  eet.  Ward  23. 

Timothy  Sullivan,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old 
wooden  building  for  four  horses,  on  Cambridge 
street.  Allston.  opposite  Beacon  Park,  Ward  25. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings— 
John  J.  Moran  and  others,  for  a  lease  of  the 
Vine-street  chapel  for  literary  purposes- 

Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce,  for  extension 
of  lease  of  apartments  in  Faneuil-hall  Market 
building  for  five  years  from  Oct.  1,  1888. 

To  the  Committee  on  Department  for  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings  (Aid.)— Daniel  B.  Sullivan,  to 
suspend  a  lantern  from  3  Norman  street. 

SUSPENSION  OF  FLAG. 

Aid.  Sullivan  presented  the  petition  of  Post 
159,  G.  A.  R.,  to  suspend  a  flag  over  Sumner 
street,  East  Boston,  fro  u  Lyceum  Hall. 

In  connection  with  the  above.  Aid.  Sullivan, 
under  suspension  of  the  rule,  offered  an  order : 

That  permission  be  hereby  granted  to- John  A. 
Hawes  Post  159,  G.  A.  R.,  to  suspend  a  flag  from 
Lyceum  Hall  across  Sumner  street,  East  Boston, 
from  the  21st  hist,  to  the  31st,  inclusive. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

PATROL-WAGON  HOUSE. 

The  chairman  presented  the  following: 

Board  of  Police,  ) 

No.  7  Pemberton  Square,  > 
Dec.  5.  1887.  j 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,— The  Board  of  Police  respectfully 
requests  permission  to  erect  a  building,  to  be 
occupied  for  a  patrol-wagon  house,  in  the  yard 
of  police  station  house  No.  15. 
Respectfully, 

A.  T.  Whitney,  Chairman. 
In  connection  with  the  above  the  chairman 
offered  an  order — That  the  Board  of  Police  be 
authorized  to  erect  a  building,  for  a  patrol- 
wagon  house,  in  the  yard  of  Police  Division  JN"o. 
15. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule.  Sent 
down. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

3.  Notice  of  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
order  requesting  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
to  investigate  and  report  as  to  whether  all 
boards  in  charge  of  departments  have  complied 
with  Chapter  31,  Section  3,  of  the  Ordinances  of 
1887.  [Oruinance  in  relation  to  official  bonds.] 
Placed  on  file. 

4.  Report  of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Laying  Out  and  Widening  Streets,  no  action 
necessary  on  the  order  requesting  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissionersto  report  as  to  the  expe- 
diency of  taking  certain  land  for  the  widening 
of  Beacon  street.  In  Board  of  Aldermen.  Wov. 
28,  accepted.  Sent  down  for  concurrence.  In 
Common  Council,  Dec.  1,  referred  to  the  next 

city  government. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan  the  Board  ad- 
hered to  its  former  action,  in  accepting  the  le- 
port  and  indefinitely  postponing  the  order.  Sent 
down. 
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5.  Ordered,  That  the  city  surveyor  be  requested 
to  furnish  to  the  members  of  the  City  Council 
maps  of  the  city  divided  into  wards  and  pre- 
cincts, as  at  present  existing,  before  the  next 
meeting  on  Dec,  8.  1887. 

Indefinitely  postponed  on  motion  of  Aid.  Lee. 
Notice  sent  down. 

6.  Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
John  F.  Leary  the  sum  of  $35  for  the  use  of  the 
steam  launch  Bachelor  by  the  Committee  on 
Rowing  Regatta,  July  4,  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  the  contingent  fund  of  joint  committees. 

Aid.  Allen — I  would  like  to  hear  from  some 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Rowing  Regatta 
an  explanation  of  this  order. 

Aid.  CARROLL^-On  the  4th  of  July,  you  will 
remember,  the  water  was  very  rough.  The 
referees  could  not  stay  on  the  large  boat  that  the 
reporters  were  on  because  it  was  so  much 
crowded  and  this  gentleman  gave  us  the  privi- 
lege of  using  this  boat,  and  the  referees  used  it 
all  day.  In  some  manner  the  bill  was  mislaid 
among  the  papers  and  was  not  presented  by  the 
clerk  with  the  other  bills.  It  was  certified  as 
correct  some  three  or  four  months  ago. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

CONFIRMATION     OF    EXECUTIVE    APPOINTMENT. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  Board  balloted 
on  confirming  the  mayor's  appointment  of 
Albert  T.  Orrall  to  be  a  measurer  of  wood  and 
bark  Committee— Aid.  Allen,  C.  W.  Smith. 
Ten  ballots  were  cast,  yes  10,  and  the  appoint- 
ment was  declared  confirmed. 

REPORTS  OF  CITY/  OFFICERS. 

Auditor's  exhibit  for  Dec.  1,  1887  (City  Doc. 
165).    Sent  down. 

City  treasurer's  monthly  statement  for  Dec.  1, 
1887,  and  for  the  financial  year  1887-88  (City  Doc. 
164).    Sent  down. 

Reports  of  superintendent  of  streets  of  the 
cost  of  edgestones  in  sundry  streets,  with  orders 
for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  one  half 
the  cost  thereof.  The  orders  were  passed  under 
a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

BONDS. 

The  bonds  of  George  W.  Lowther  and  George 
B.  Munroe,  constables,  and  Michael  D.  Collins, 
sealer  of  weights  and  measures,  were  presented, 
duly  certified  by  the  Law  Department,  and 
approved  by  the  city  treasurer. 

The  bonds  were  approved. 

EXPERT  EXAMINATIONS  OF  ACCOUNTS. 

Aid.  McLaughlin,  for  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  City  Collector's  Department,  sub- 
mitted the  report  of  the  expert  employed  to 
examine  the  accounts  of  the  city  collector,  and 
for  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  the  reports  of  the  same  expert, 
employed  to  examine  the  accounts  of  the  city 
treasurer,  said  examinations  being  for  the  fiscal 
year  1886-87,  ending  with  the  30th  day  ot  last 
April. 

The  reports  of  the  committees  were  accepted. 

The  reading  of  the  expert's  reports  was  dis- 
pensed with,  and  they  were  ordered  printed 
on  motion  of  Aid.  McLaughlin.    Sent  down. 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Fire  Depart- 
ment: 

Report  on  the  request  of  the  Board  of  Police 
tliat  the  lot  of  police  station  house  No.  9  be  en- 
larged by  the  addition  of  307y2  feet  of  land  taken 
from  the  lot  of  engine  house  No.  12— That  no 
further  action  is  necessary  on  the  part  of  the 
City  Council. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

PETROLEUM    LICENSES. 

Aid.  Lee,  for  the  Committee  on  Fire  Depart- 
ment (Aid.)  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Allen  Bradley  &  Co., 
for  license  to  keep,  mix  nnd  store  for  sale  the 
products  of  petroleum— Recommending  that  a 
license  be  granted. 

Report  accepted,  license  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  John  B.  Simpson,  for 
a  license  to  store  and  keep  for  sale  oils  or  fluids 
composed  wholly  or  in  part  of  the  products  of 
petroleum,  at  No.  2  Emerton  street— That  the 
petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw. 

Accepted. 


Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Sewers  (Aid.): 

Preambles  and  orders  for  the  construction  of 
common  sewers  as  follows: 

In  Congress  street,  Ward  12,  between  the  sea 
wall  and  Atlantic  avenue. 

In  Florence  street,  Ward  23,  between  Ashland 
street  and  the  Baptist  church  on  Florence  street. 

Orders  severally  passed. 

Report  and  order— That  the  city  treasurer  be 
instructed  to  refund  to  Bernard  Kelly  the  sum 
of  $21.90,  being  amount  paid  in  excess  on  sewer 
assessment.levied  against  his  estate  for  a  sewer 
in  Market,  Waverley  and  Lincoln  streets.  Ward 
25. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

SEWER  ASSESSMENTS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted,  from  the  office  of  the  su- 
perintendent of  common  sewers,  schedules  of 
the  cost  of  constructing  common  sewers  in  sun- 
dry streets,  with  orders  that  the  persons  named 
in  the  said  schedules  be  charged  and  assessed 
with  the  sum  set  to  their  respective  names  as 
their  proportional  part  of  the  cost  thereof. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers  (Aid.) 

LICENSES. 

Aid.  McLaughlin,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses,  submitted  reports  in  favor  of  granting 
minors'  licenses  to  sundry  newsboys,  bootblacks 
and  peddlers. 

Reports  accepted,  said  licenses  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

Also  reports  that  licenses  be  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions,  as  follows: 

James  H.  Sexton,  to  give  a  wrestling  exhibi- 
tion in  Music  Hall  on  Tuesday  evening,  Dec.  20, 

1887. 

George  Milbank,  for  an  athletic  performance 
at  Music  Hall  on  Monday  evening,  Dec.  19,  1887. 

A.  E.  Carpenter,  for  psychological  exhibitions 
at  Horticultural  Hall  for  the  season  ending  Aug. 
1,  1888. 

Reports  accepted,  licenses  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

STEAM  ENGINES. 

Aid.  Haynes  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Steam  Engines,  recommending  that 
licenses  be  granted,  on  the  usual  conditions,  to 
erect  and  use  stationary  steam  engines  as  fol- 
lows: 

Sewall  &  Day  Cordage  Company,  600-horse 
power,  Western  avenue,  corner  Everett  street. 

Fred  W.  Ross,  20-horse  power,  Nos.  8  and  10 
Hunneman  street. 

George  K.  Paul  &  Co.,  10-horse  power,  No.  98 
Milk  street. 

Reports  accepted,  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

Reports  recommending  that  leave  be  granted 
to  locate  and  use  steam  boilers  for  heating  pur- 
poses, as  follows: 

R»ss,  Nutter  &  Seabury,  eight-horse  power, 
Richfield  street,  Ward  24. 

P.  McAleer,  nine-horse  power,  Hollis  street, 
corner  Tremont  street. 

Frank  Evans,  No.  277  Princeton  street,  East 
Boston. 

Reports  accepted,  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

Also  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Burrill  &  Dut- 
ton  for  license  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary 
steam  engine  of  two-horse  power,  at  Haverhill 
street,  corner  Traverse  street— That  the  peti- 
tioners have  leave  to  withdraw  at  their  own  re- 
quest. 

Accepted. 

INSPECTION  OF    BUILDINGS. 

Aid.  Sullivan,  for  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  the  Department  for  the  Inspection  of 
Buildings,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  the  petition  of  A.  Stetson  heirs  for 
leave  to  build  an  addition  to  building  470  East 
First  street— Recommending  that  the  petition- 
ers have  leave  to  withdraw,  as  the  project  has 
been  abandoned. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

CLRRK  HIRE  IN   THE  COURTS. 

Aid.  Carroll  presented  a  requisition  for  clerk 
hire  in  the  courts,  as  follows: 
Supreme  Judicial  Court »105 

Approved  and  ordered  paid. 


DECEMBER     5  ,     1887. 
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STABLES. 

Aid.  Allen,  for  the  Committee  on  Health 
(Aid.),  submitted  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Owen  Nawn,  for  leave  to  build  a  frame  stable 
corner  Bickford  and  Centre  streets,  Ward  22— 
That  the  petitioner  be  granted  leave  to  with- 
draw, at  his  own  request. 

Report  accepted. 

TREES. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  the  following  for  the 
Committee  on  Common,  etc.  (Aid.): 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Arthur  Timmins  and 
others,  for  removal  of  three  trees  on  Brighton 
avenue— Recommending  reference  to  the  super- 
intendent of  Common,  etc. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Mary  Hyams,  for  the 
removal  of  a  tree  in  front  of  1466  Tremont  street 
—Recommending  reference  to  the  superinten- 
dent of  Common,  etc. 

Reports  accepted,  said  references  ordered. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Gilbert  G.  Wilder, 
for  leave  to  remove  a  tree  in  front  of  estate  No. 
567  Warren  street,  Roxbury— Recommending 
that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw. 

Accepted. 

FANEUIL  HALL. 

Aid.  Allen,  for  the  Committee  on  Faneuil 
Hall,  etc.,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Charles  E.  Allen, 
for  leave  to  decorate  Faneuil  Hall  Dec.  9  and  10 
— Recommending  that  leave  be  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

Report  accepted,  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Aid.  Maguire,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving 
(Aid.),  submitted  the  following: 

Reports  and  orders  that  leave  be  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions  as  follows: 

John  Ritchie  and  others,  owners  of  estate  No. 
67  Federal  street,  to  construct  and  maintain  a 
steam  pipe  under  and  acr  ss  Federal  street, 
from  No.  67  to  No.  92. 

Heirs  of  Eben  Chadwick,  owners  of  estate  No. 
5  Tremont  street,  to  construct  and  maintain  a 
coal  hole  in  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  their  said 
estate. 

Wallace  L.  Pierce,  trustee,  owner  of  estate 
Nos.  8, 12  and  14  Huntington  avenue,  to  construct 
and  maintain,  a  coal  nole  in  the  sidewalk  in 
front  of  his  said  estate. 

C.  H.  Dill,  second  owner  of  estate  Nos.  19,  21 
and  23  Eliot  street,  to  construct  and  maintain 
four  coal  holes  in  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  his 
said  estaie. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order— That  the  superintendent 
of  streets  be  directed  to  pave  the  sidewalk  with 
brick  in  front  of  estate  of  Henry  L.  Millis,  cor- 
ner Boylston  avenue  and  Boylston  street, 

Report  and  order— That  the  superintendent  of 
streets  be  authorized  to  pave  Dorchester  street, 
with  small  granite  blocks,  from  Dorchester  ave- 
nue to  Eighth  street,  the  expense  of  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  paving. 

Report  accepted,  orders  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Thomas  W.  Bicknell 
and  others  for  plank  walks  on  Warren  and 
Coolidge  avenues,  Ward  24— That  the  petitioners 
be  granted  leave  to  withdraw. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Linius  M.  Child  for 
leave  to  insert  a  step  in  the  sidewalk  at  No.  20 
South  Margin  street— That  the  petitioner  be 
granted  leiive  to  withdraw. 

Reports  accepted. 

WIDENING  OF  BEACON   STREET. 

Aid.  Sullivan  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Streets: 

Report  on  the  order  requesting  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  to  widen  Beacon  street 
on  the  northerly  side,  between  Tremont  street 
and  Mt.  Vernon  street,  that  no  action  is  neces- 
sary on  the  part  of  the  City  Council. 

Report  accepted,  order  indefinitely  postponed. 
Sent  down. 

PUBLIC   BUILDINGS. 

The  Chairman  submitted  the  following  for 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings: 

Report  on  the  order  for  the  superintendent  of 
public  buildings  to  provide  water-closets  in  the 
fuckerman  sclioolhnuse,  South  Boston,  at  an 
expense    not  exceeding   $2500 -Recommending 


reference  of  the  order  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Report  on  the  order  for  the  superintendent  of 
public  buildings  to  make  the  necessary  alter- 
ations in  the  Hawes-place  Church,  South  Boston, 
recently  hired  for  scho  1  purposes,  and  to  ex- 
pend on  that  account  not  exceeding  the  sum  of 
$5000— Recommending  reference  of  the  order  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Reports  accepted,  said  references  ordered. 
Sent  down 

Report  on  the  order  (referred  by  the  Common 
Council)  to  transfer  the  old  schoolhouse  on  East 
street  to  the  charge  of  the  Police  Department, 
to  be  used  as  a  house  of  detention  for  women, 
and  the  remonstrance  of  Leopold  Morse  and 
others  against  such  use  of  the  said  building— 
That  they  have  given  a  public  hearing  on  the 
subject,  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of 
the'City  Council,  and  report  that  the  order  ought 
not  to  pass. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  recommitted  report  and  order 
on  the  request  of  the  School  Committee  for  drill- 
hall  accommodations  for  the  use  of  the  East  Bos- 
ton High  School— That  they  have  further  con- 
sidered the  subject  and  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  order  in  the  following  new  draft: 

Ordered,  That  until  otherwise  ordered  the 
superintendent  of  public  buildings  be  authorized 
to  hire  a  suitable  driil-hall  for  the  use  of  the 
East  Boston  High  School,  at  an  expense  not  ex- 
ceeding $200  per  annum,  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  schoolhouses,  public  buildings. 

Report  accepted.  Said  order  passed  under  sus- 
pension of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

REMOVAL  OF  TREE. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  an  order— That  permission  be 
hereby  granted  to  Catherine  B.  Jenkins  to  re- 
move, at  her  own  expense,  under  the  direction 
of  the  superintendent  of  Common,  a  tree  stand- 
ing in  front  of  her  estate  on  Western  avenue. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

defective  tax  titles. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  city  treasurer  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  pay  Willard  Welsh  $60 
with  interest,  as  provided  by  law,  in  full  settle- 
ment of  his  claim  against  the  city  of  Boston  by 
re  ison  of  the  defective  tax  deed  of  estate  30 
Bolton  street,  dated  Sept.  6,  1887,  and  recorded 
with  Suffolk  Deeds,  lib.  1790.  fol.  146. 

Ordered,  That  the  city  treasurer  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  pay  to  Nellie  M.  Brown 
eight  and  89-100  dollars  with  interest  as  provided 
by  law  in  full  settlement  of  her  claim  against 
the  city  of  Boston  by  reason  of  the  defective  tax 
deed  of  estate  of  about  2250  feet  of  land  on  the 
southerly  side  of  Mt.  Vernon  street,  between  an 
estate  of  Brainard  B.  Burbank  and  an  estate  of 
Charles  H.  Leach,  dated  Sept.  1,  1885,  and  re- 
corded with  Suffolk  Deeds,  lib.  1694,  fol.  125. 

Ordered,  That  the  city  treasurer  De  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  pay  to  Andrew  J.  Church 
six  and  45-100  dollars  with  interest  as  provided 
by  law,  in  full  settlement  of  his  claim  against 
the  city  of  Boston  by  reason  of  the  defective  tax 
deed  of  estate  of  about  8275  square  feet  of  land 
on  the  southerly  side  of  Poplar  street,  and  lying 
between  an  estate  of  Jarvis  Wardwell  and  an  es- 
tate of  Emily  W.  Delong,  dated  Sept.  3,  1880,  and 
recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds,  lib.  1740,  fol.  412. 

Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Claims,  on 
motion  of  Aid.  Lee. 

BALLOTS  AT  MUNICIPAL  ELECTIONS. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  an  order — That  the  following 
regulations  be  and  are  hereby  adopted  govern- 
ing the  reception  of  ballots  at  the  next  ensuing 
municipal  election: 

1st.  The  ballots  for  municipal  officers  and  those 
on  the  license  question  shall  be  deposited  in  the 
registering  and  cancelling  box. 

2d.  If  for  any  cause  the  cancelling  box  cannot 
be  used  the  balloting  shall  proceed  as  provided 
for  by  Section  12  of  Chapter  299,  Acts  of  1884. 

3d.  Ballots  for  municipal  officers  and  on  the 
license  question  shall  be  deposited  and  cancelled 
separately,  except  that  a  voter  who  votes  in  a 
sealed  envelope  shall,  if  he  casts  his  ballots  both 
for  municipal  officers  and  on  the  license  ques- 
tion, place  both  ballots  in  the  same  envelope. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  desire  to  enter  the  same  ob 
jection  that  I   did   last   Monday,   unless  some 
member  of  this  Board  can  give  us  some  facts  in 
relation  to  this  matter.    In  opposing  the  placing 
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of  any  ballots  in  the  box  other  than  those  cast 
for  municipal  officers,  I  believe  I  represent  the 
opinion  of  the  citizens  of  Boston,  irrespective  of 
party. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  desires  to  say  for 
the  information  of  the  alderman  that  Chapter 
243,  Section  18,  of  the  Acts  of  1878  reads  as  fol- 
lows : 

"One  ballot-box  only  shall  be  used  in  each 
voting  precinct ;  and  before  voting  begins,  the 
ballot-box  shall  be  shown  to  be  empty ;  and  it 
shall  not  be  removed  from  the  public  view  from 
the  time  when  it  is  so  shown  to  be  empty  until 
after  the  close  of  the  polls." 

That  section  has  not  been  repealed  by  any  act 
relating  to  elections  in  the  city  of  Boston.  It  is 
therefore  necessary,  in  order  to  have  a  vote 
taken  on  the  license  question  at  the  ensuing 
municipal  election,  that  those  ballots  shall  be 
received  in  the  same  box  with  the  ballots  for 
mayor  and  other  city  officers,  and  cancelled  the 
same. 

Aid.  Carroll— Then  it  I  understand  it  aright 
we  have  been  voting  illegally  for  the  last  two  or 
three  years? 

The  Chairman— We  have  been  voting  ille- 
gally. This  law  has  never  been  repealed ;  there- 
fore it  stands  in  force  today. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  would  like  to  have  some- 
thing definite  on  that.  It  seems  to  me  that  this 
Board,  before  taking  action  on  this  important 
matter,  should  have  the  decision  of  the  corpora- 
tion counsel,  so  that  we  can  act  legally.  As  we 
meet  next  Monday,  and  as  the  ballot-boxes  are 
not  sent  out  until  Tuesday  morning,  it  strikes 
me  that  there  will  be  no  harm  done  by  waiting 
until  the  next  meeting  to  act  on  the  order. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll  the  order  was  laid 
on  the  table  and  the  city  clerk  was  directed  to 
obtain  the  opinion  of  the  corporation  counsel  in 
regard  to  the  law  of  1878,  and  report  at  the  next 
meeting. 

land  damages. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an  order— That  there  be 
paid  to  Martine  Schmitt,  the  sum  of  $125  for 
land  taken  in  the  name  of  F.  Martin  Schmitt, 
and  all  damages  occasioned  by  the  widening  of 
Boylston  street.  Jamaica  Plain. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

ELECTION     RETURNS. 

Ald.MAGUiRE  offered  an  order— That  a  special 
committee  be  appointed  to  examine  the  returns 
of  the  votes  cast  at  the  next  municipal  election. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

The  Chairman  appointed  the  full  Board  said 
committee. 

ABATEMENT  AND  REASSESSMENT. 

Aid.  Maguire  offered  the  following  orders: 


That  the  edgestone  assessment  of  $20.74  levied 
Nov.  30, 1887.  against  the  estate  of  James  and 
Patrick  McKenna,  154  and  156  Heath  street,  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  abated,  and  the  same 
estate  and  amount  be  reassessed  to  James  and 
Patrick  Keenan. 

That  the  edgestone  assessment  of  $98.19  levied 
Nov.  30,  1887,  against  the  estate  of  Martha  M. 
Wild,  on  North  Beacon  street,  Ward  25,  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  abated  and  the  same  be  re- 
assessed as  follows: 

North  Beacon  street,  Martha  M.  Wild,  $54.72, 
on  account  of  error  in  previous  assessment. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

THE  NEXT  MEETING. 

Aid.  Maguire  offered  an  order,— That  when 
this  Board  adjourns  it  be  to  meet  on  Wednes- 
day, Dec.  14th  inst.,  at  4  o'clock  P.M.,  and  that 
hearings  on  all  orders  of  notice  assigned  for 
Dec.  12  be  postponed  accordingly. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  move  that  that  order  be  in- 
definitely postponed,  because  only  a  few  min- 
utes ago  I  made  a  motion  to  ask  for  the  corp  ra- 
tion counsel's  opinion  upon  a  matter  upon  which 
we  must  act  before  the  election  on  Tuesday 
next.  The  gentleman,  knowing  that  I  made  the 
motion,  has,  it  seems  to  me,  made  a  very  fatal 
mistake  in  offering  his  order  to  adjourn  until. 
Wednesday  of  next  week.  I  move  to  indefinitely 
postpone. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  offered  that  order  simply  be- 
cause it  proposed  to  do  what  was  done  last  year, 
when  on  the  Monday  previous  to  election  we  ad- 
journed over  to  the  Wednesday  after  the  elec- 
tion. But  as  the  alderman  seems  to  wish  to 
meet  next  Monday  to  get  the  corporation  coun- 
sel's opinion  on  this  other  matter,  I  don't  care 
about  forcing  my  order,  and  will  agree  with 
him  to  indefinitely  postpone  it. 

The  order  was  indefinitely  postponed. 
surrender  of  bond. 

The  following  was  received  from  the  office  of 
the  superintendent  of  streets : 

All  the  agreements  contained  in  the  contract 
for  paving  and  maintaining  Albany  street,  be- 
tween Springfield  and  Concord  streets,  signed 
by  Charles  Harris,  agent  of  the  Barber  Asphalt 
Company,  dated  Sept.  22,  1884,  having  been  ful- 
filled, and  the  time  during  which  said  company 
were  to  maintain  said  street  having  expired,  it 
is  therefore  hereby  recommended  that  the  city 
treasurer  be  directed  to  surrender  the  $1000  U.  ». 
bond  placed  in  his  charge,  as  security  for  the 
performance  of  the  above  work. 

John  W.  McDonald, 

Supt  of  Streets. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving  (Aid.) 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Allen,  at  5.09 
P.M. 
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Proceedings  of   the  Common   Council. 


Thursday,  Dec.  8.  1887. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  at 
7.30  P.M.,  President  Barry  in  the  chair,  and  a 
quorum  present. 

REPORTS  FROM  JUDICIARY  COMMITTEE. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  Mr.  Whitmore 
submitted  the  following  from  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  which  were  received  and  especially 
assigned  to  8  P,M. : 

Power  of  City  Council  to  Direct  Heads  of  De- 
partments. 

Report  on  the  order  (referred  Sept.  29,  1887)  to 
obtain  the  opinion  of  the  corporation  counsel  as 
to  the  power  of  the  City  Council  to  direct  the 
heads  of  departments  to  do  any  certain  work — 
Submitting  the  following: 

Corporation  Counsel's  Office,  I 
Boston,  Oct.  8, 1887.  ) 

To  the  Judiciary  Committee  of  the   Common 

Council. 

Gentlemen,— I  have  received  a  copy  of  the 
following  order : 

"Ordered,  That  the  Judiciary  Committee  ob- 
tain the  opinion  of  the  corporation  counsel  as  to 
the  powers  of  the  City  Council  to  direct  the  heads 
of  departments  to  perform  certain  work  for 
which  appropriations  have  been  duly  provided 
and  remain  unexpended." 

No  general  rule  as  to  the  powers  of  the  City 
Council  so  to  direct  the  heads  of  departments 
can  be  stated,  which  will  apply  to  all  depart- 
ments and  every  kind  of  work,  or  even  to  any 
one  department  in  all  cases.  In  some  cases  the 
authority  of  the  Council  to  direct  not  only  what 
work  shall  be  done,  but  how  it  shall  be  done,  is 
very  great;  while  in  others  it  ends  with  the 
making  of  appropriations.  For  example,  it  is 
not  within  the  province  of  the  City  Council  to 
direct  the  superintendent  £  s  wers  to  lay 
sewers,  even  though  an  appri.  priation  has  been 
provided  and  remains  unexpended,  since  the 
authority  to  lay  sewers  is  vested  in  the  mayor 
and  aldermen.  Nor  can  the  Council  direct  the 
Board  of  Park  Commissioners  to  lay  out  a  park, 
nor  the  superintendent  of  lamps  to  set  up  lamps 
in  certain  places,  notwithstanding  there  may  be 
unexpended  appropriations  therefor. 

Examples  of  this  kind  might  be  multiplied.  I 
cite  these  few  to  show  the  necessity  of  directing 
inquiry  to  particular  cases,  fully  stated,  to  ena- 
ble me  to  advise  intelligently.  I  could  not  ex- 
amine the  ground  covered  by  this  order  and 
have  any  assurance  at  the  end  that  I  had  not 
missed  the  particular  matter  about  which  the 
Council  may  wish  to  be  advised,  but  which  lies 
hidden  under  such  generalities  that  it  cannot  be 
discovered  without  a  guide. 

I  can  only  say,  in  general  terms,  that  in  giving 
directions  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  ex- 
ecutive power  of  the  city  government  is,  under 
the  Statutes  of  1885,  Chapter  266,  vested  in  the 
mayor,  "to  be  exercised  through  the  several 
officers  and  boards  of  the  city  in  their  respective 
departments  under  his  personal  supervision  and 
control;"  and  that  no  order  would  be  valid 
which  would  interfere  with  such  direction 
and  control.  The  question  of  validity  or  in- 
validity must  be  determined  in  each  case  by 
the  proper  construction  of  the  order  embodying 
the  direction  of  the  Council, 

In  the  matter  of  the  Boylston-street  sidewalk 
(142  Mass.  200)  the  Supreme  Court  held  that  au 
order  directing  the  superintendent  of  streets  to 
remove  said  sidewalk  was  not  rendered  invalid 
by  a  clause  directing  the  work  to  be  done  "at 
the  expiration  of  15  days  from  the  passage  of  this 
order,"  saying  that  "this  portion  of  the  order 
may  fairly  be  interpreted  as  imposing  upon  the 
proper  officer,  the  superintendent  of  streets, 
acting  under  his  official  superior,  the  mayor,  the 
duty  of  doing  it  within  the  time  named,  if  it  can 
be  so  done  with  proper  regard  to  other  executive 
duties  of  a  similar  character." 


Doubtless  a  direction  to  do  a  eertain  work  at 
once  would  receive  a  similar  interpretation. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  P.  Nettleton, 
Corporation  Counsel. 
Widening  of  Beacon  /Street. 

Report  on  the  notice  from  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men (referred  Oct  20, 1887)  of  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  order  requesting  the  Street 
Commissioners  to  take  100  feet  of  land  for  the 
widening  of  Beacon  street  on  the  northerly 
side— That  said  notice  was  given  in  accordance 
to  the  existing  practice  in  the  transaction  of 
business  between  the  two  branches,  and  no  fur- 
ther action  is  necessary  on  the  part  of  the  Com- 
mon Council. 

Opening  of  Market"  on  Holidays. 

Report  on  the  order  (referred  Sept.  8, 1887)  in 
relation  to  opening  the  markets  controlled  by 
the  city  on  holidays  that  occur  on  Saturday  and 
Monday  —  Recommending  the  passage  of  the 
order  in  the  following  new  draft : 

Ordered,  That  any  person  hiring  from  the  city 
of  Boston  a  stall  in  any  market  controlled  by 
said  city,  shall  be  allowed  to  keep  such  stall 
open  for  business  on  any  legal  holiday  which 
occurs  on  a  Saturday  or  Monday,  up  to  the  hour 
of  8  o'clock  A.  M.  of  such  day,  without  thereby 
prejudicing  his  rights  under  his  lease  from  said 
city. 

DECATUR  AND  MERIDIAN  STREET  SEWER. 

Mr.  Carstensen  offered  an  order— That  the 
City  Council  request  His  Honor  the  Mayor  to  re- 
quest the  superintendent  of  sewers  to  complete 
the  sewer  in  Decatur  and  Meridian  street.  East 
Boston. 

Read  twice  and  specially  assigned  to  8.30  P.M., 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson. 

Later  in  the  session  the  order  was  called  up  by 
Mr.  Wilson,  and  was  passed.     Mr.  Carstensen 
moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 
stony  brook. 

Mr.  Fowler  offered  an  order— That  the  su- 
perintendent of  sewers  be  authorized  to  make 
such  temporary  provisions  as  he  may  deem  ex- 
pedient to  prevent  the  overflow  of  Stony  brook 
during  the  present  winter,  and  to  expend  for 
that  purpose  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  $10,000. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

REPORTS  OF  ROBBERIES. 

Mr.  Gomez  offered  an  order— That  the  Board 
of  Police  be  requested  to  furnish  to  the  City 
Council  a  complete  statement  of  all  robberies 
reported  to  the  police  in  all  parts  of  the  city  of 
Boston  during  the  past  six  months ;  and  that  all 
highway  robberies,  house  and  store  burglaries, 
and  second-story  cases  be  classified  and  briefly 
detailed,  giving  names,  street  and  number,  in 
connection  with  the  buildings  where  such  rob- 
beries were  committed,  with  the  amounts  lost; 
also  what  portion  of  the  stolen  property;  has 
been  recovered,  and  in  what  cases  the  thieves 
have  been  apprehended. 

Read  twice,  and  specially  assigned  to  8.30  P.M. 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Gomez. 

WIDENING  OF  COMMONWEALTH  AVENUE. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  transmitting  for 
the  concurrence  of  the  City  Council  a  resolve 
and  order  widening  Commonwealth  avenue  on 
the  northerly  side  from  Beacon  street  to  Mal- 
vern street,  passing  over  the  location  of  the 
Boston  &  Albany  railroad  by  a  bridge  over  its 
tracks,  with  a  clear  height  of  not  less  than  15 
feet  between  the  tops  of  the  rails  of  said  rail- 
road and  the  under  part  of  said  bridge,  accord- 
ing to  plan  dated  March  1,  1887,  at  an  adjudged 
expense  of  $124,900,  distributed  by  the  taking  of 
land  as  follows : 

Name  Award. 

John  Q.  anil  C.F.Adams gl2,000 

Boston  <fe  Roxbury  Mill  Corporation  70,000 

Charles  H.  Heath  and  Edward  Atkinson  trustees 

under  the  will  of  C   Heath .... 

J.  J.  Bowditch  and  others,  trustees ..   . 

Horace  and  John  E.  Cousens 7  500 

Charles  E.  Willard  and  heirs  of  E.  M.  Abbott. . . .     9,000 

B.  &.V.  R.  R  Corporation 5,400 

Unknown  owners  (Essex  street) 

George  J.  Quinsler 3,000 

Charles  A.  Moras 

Susan  C,  wife  of  William  J.  Sullivan 4.000 

Josiah  B.  Kendall 14,000 

»■  #124,900 
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The  resolve  and  order  were  passed  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rule,  moved  by  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain.   A  reconsideration  was  refused.    Sent  up. 

PAPERS  FROM  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

1.  Notice  of  indefinite  postponement  of  order 
for  city  surveyor  to  furnish  maps  of  the  city  di- 
vided into  wards  and  precincts  as  at  present  ex- 
isting, 

2.  City  Treasurer's  Monthly  Statement,  etc. 
(City  Doc.  164.) 

3.  Auditor's  Monthly  Exhibit.    (City  Doc.  165.) 
Severally  placed  on  file. 

4.  Report  of  Committee  on  City  Treasurer's 
Department  submitting  the  expert's  report  on 
the  accounts  of  said  department.  Accepted  in 
concurrence. 

5.  Report  of  Committee  on  City  Collector's 
Department  submitting  the  expert's  report  on 
the  accounts  of  said  department.  Accepted  in 
concurrence. 

6.  Report  of  Committee  on  Fire  Department, 
no  further  action  necessary  on  the  request  of 
the  Board  of  Police  that  the  lot  of  police  station 
house  No.  9  be  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  cer- 
tain land  taken  from  the  lot  of  engine  house  No. 
12.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

7.  Report  of  Committee  on  Department  for  In- 
spection of  Buildings,  leave  to  withdiaw,  on 
petition  of  A.  Stetson's  heirs  for  leave  to  build 
an  addition  to  building  470  East  First  street.  Ac- 
cepted in  concurrence. 

8.  Report  of  Committee  on  Common,  etcv  leave 
to  withdraw,  on  petition  of  Gilbert  G.  Wilder, 
for  permission  to  remove  a  tree  in  front  of  567 
Warren  street,  Roxbui  y.  - 

Mr.  C.  C.  Powers— 1  think  that  matter  should 
be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Common 
and  Public  Grounds.  It  certainly  is  a  matter 
that  deserves  careful  consideration  by  that 
committee.  It  may  have  received  such  consid- 
eration, but  I  pass  tbat  tree  almost  daily.  It  is 
a  large  tree  in  the  middle  of  the  sidewalk,  and 
shuts  the  sun  from  the  gentleman's  house  near- 
ly all  the  forenoon.  He  has  taken  the  trouble 
to  cut  down  one  that  was  situated  in  his  own 
yard,  in  order  to  get  a  little  more  sunlight,  and 
his  house  is  still  very  much  shaded,  and  I  con- 
sider it  is  a  great  injury  to  his  property.  It  is  a 
very  fine  house,  a  good  place  and  a  valuable 
estate,  and  I  cannot  see  that  any  public  good  is 
served  by  having  that  tree  in  the  middle  of  the 
sidewalk,  especially  in  a  locality  where  elm 
trees  are  not  scarce,  but  very  plenty.  I  move  its 
recommittal  to  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds. 

The  report  was  recommitted  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

9.  Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Buildings, 
that  the  order  to  transfer  the  old  school  house 
on  East  street  to  charge  of  Police  Department, 
to  be  used  as  a  house  of  detention  for  women, 
ought  not  to  pass. 

Assigned  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council, 
at  8  o'clock,  on  motion  of  Mr  Whitmore. 

Later  in  the  session  the  subject  was  called  up 
by  Mr.  Whitmore. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  move  to  rescind  the  vote 
by  which  No.  9  was  assigned  to  the  next  meet- 
ing. I  find  that  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  is  prepared  to  explain  the 
reasons  why  that  committee  reported  that  it 
was  not  best  to  make  the  transfer  of  that 
property  for  the  use  mentioned.  As  this  is  a 
public  matter  which  submits  the  Council  to  a 
great  deal  of  criticism,  my  object  in  having  it 
assigned  was  for  the  purpose  of  having  some 
one  here  to  explain.  As  I  understand,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  is  present  and  ready  to  ex- 
plain the  cause  of  the  action,  and  I  move  to 
rescind  the  vote  in  order  that  the  matter  may 
come  up  tonight  and  be  considered. 

The  motion  to  rescind  was  carried,  and  the 
question  came  on  accepting  the  report  in  con- 
currence. 

Mr.  C.  C.  Powers— 1  will  say  that  the  commit- 
tee gave  a  public  Hearing  as  directed  in  the  or- 
der, and  there  appeared  before  that  committee 
quite  a  number  of  large  property  owners  in  that 
section,  some  of  whom  had  at  least  $200,000 
worth  of  property,  and  there  also  appeared  be- 
fore that  committee  at  least  two  ladies  who  take 
a  prominent  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  city 
that  pertain  to  such  matters  as  a  house  of  deten- 
tion for  women.  The  gist  of  the  evidence  was 
that  it  would  be  a  great  injury  to  the  taxable 
property  in  that  locality  to  have  that  kind  of  a 
house  located  there,  the  tendency  at  present  be- 


ing for  the  leather  and  shoe  trades  to  fill  up 
the  streets  in  that  locality.  Another  reason  is 
that  it  would  interfere  with  the  trade  that  is 
being  consummated  by  parties  in  New  York 
and  Philadelphia,  to  establish  large  storehouses 
in  that  vicinity,  those  parties  having  already 
talked  of  purchasing  the  land.  Another  reason 
was  that  it  was  deemed  an  expensive  thing  for 
the  city.  That  land  is  valuable.  It  was  esti- 
mated to  be  worth  some  $10  a  foot,  and  one  of 
the  parties  in  interest  there  offered  to  buy,  if 
the  city  would  sell,  that  schoolhouse  lot  at  its 
assessed  valuation,  or  he  would  take  the  lease 
of  it  and  furnish  the  city  with  the  accommoda- 
tions in  any  locality  that  they  might  select.  It 
was  also  deemed  by  the  ladies  and  many  of  the 
gentlemen  to  be  a  place  that  was  improper  for 
that  purpose,  a  place  not  easily  accessible  for 
ladies  who  might  wish  to  visit  the  unfortunates, 
except  in  the  broadest  daylight.  In  fact  I  might 
say  there  was  nobody  who  appeared  who  was  in 
favor  of  taking  that  place  for  a  house  of 
detention  for  women,  except  the  chair- 
man of  the  Police  Commissioners,  and, 
as  I  could  gather,  about  the  only  reason  for  his 
wanting  it  was  that  it  was  vacant.  He  admit- 
ted that  it  would  be  much  better  to  have  it  lo- 
cated over  in  Chardon  street  or  in  that  direc- 
tion, because  it  would  be  handier  to  the  courts, 
and  handy  to  the  wards  where  the  women  most- 
ly interested  come  from.  It  would  save  a  good 
deal  of  expense,  and  I  think  the  report  ought  to 
be  accepted. 

The  report  was  accepted  in  concurrence.  Mr. 
C.  C.  Powers  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

10.  Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Buildings, 
recommending  reference  to  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance of  the  order  concerning  the  making  of 
alterations  in  the  Hawes-place  Church,  recently 
hired  for  school  purposes,  and  the  expenditure 
of  not  exceeding  #5000  therefor. 

Accepted  in  concurrence,  and  said  reference 
ordered. 

11.  Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Buildings, 
recommending  reference  to  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance of  the  order  to  provide  water-closets  in 
the  Tuckerman  Schoolhouse.  South  Boston,  at 
an  expense  not  exceeding  $2500. 

Accepted  in  concurrence,  and  said  reference 
ordered. 

12.  Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Buildings, 
and  order  (new  draft)  authorizing  the  hiring  of 
a  suitable  drill-hall  tor  the  use  of  the  East  Bos- 
ton High  School,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding 
$200  per  annum. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence, 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 
Mr.  Carstensen  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

13.  Order  authorizing  Board  of  Police  to  erect 
a  building  for  a  patrol-wagon  house  in  the  yard 
of  Police  Division  No.  15. 

Mr.  Whall— Should  not  this  order  designate 
the  appropriation  to  which  this  is  to  be  charged? 

The  President — It  is  merely  a  request. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence.  Mr. 
Whall  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

14.  Adherence  to  vote  accepting  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Laving  Out  and  Widening 
Streets,  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  the  order 
requesting  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  to 
report  as  to  the  expediency  of  taking  certain 
land  for  widening  Beacon  street. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  that  the  Council  re- 
cede from  its  previous  action,  and  concur,  be- 
cause I  think  there  is  no  particular  advantage 
to  be  gained  at  this  time  of  the  year  by  referring 
any  matter  to  the  next  city  government.  Ordi- 
narily,matters  so  referred  are  covered  by  an  or'  er 
at  the  first  of  the  year  directing  the  clerk  to  dis- 
tribute all  these  papers  among  the  various  com- 
mittees, and  the  result  of  it  is  they  are  usually 
placed  in  the  committee  pigeon-holes,  and  do 
not  receive  the  attention  they  would  if  they 
were  introduced  as  fresh  matters  in  the  next 
city  government,  and  perhaps  discussed  a  little 
and  then  referred  to  a  new  committee.  I  think, 
sir,  the  best  thing  for  the  friends  of  the  measure 
to  do  is  to  concur  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
allowing  the  matter  to  be  dropped  out  for  the 
present. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall,  the  whole  subject 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Finance. 

ENGINES  IN   FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sanger  it  was  voted  to  take 
up  past  assignment,  viz.: 

27.  Order  (accompanied  by  request  from  Board 
of  Fire  Commissioners)  authorizing  said  board 
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to  purchase  one  third-class  Clapp  &  Jones  en- 
gine of  present  make,  and  to  give  in  payment 
one  old  engine  and  the  sum  of  $2600. 

Passed  in  concurrence,  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 

THE  SEWER  APPROPRIATION. 

Mr.  McNary  called  up  the  special  assignment 
or  8  P.M.,  viz. : 

Order  for  transfers  to  the  appropriation  for 
sewers  of  820,000  from  the  appropriation  for 
Cambridge-street  bridge,  Allston,  and  $10,000 
from  tbat  for  land,  Hugh  O'Brien  school. 

The  question  was  on  motion  to  reconsider  the 
vote  rejecting  the  above  order. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McNary  further  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  was  specially  assigned  to  the 
next  meeting  at  8  P.M. 

REGIMENTAL    ARMORIES. 

Under  unfinished  business  Mr.  Gomez  called 
up  the  following,  viz : 

Order  for  mayor  to  petition  General  Court  for 
passage  of  an  act  for  the  building  by  the  Com- 
monwealth of  two  regimental  armories  in  this 
city. 

Assigned  to  9  o'clock  P.M. 

SALARIES    OF  BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 

Mr.  Whall  called  up  the  unfinished  business, 
viz.: 

15.  An  ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  6  of  the 
Revised  Ordinances  of  1885,  so  as  to  make  the 
salaries  of  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Health 
$3500  each,  per  annum. 

The  question  came  on  giving  the  ordinance  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  the  indefinite  postpone- 
ment of  the  ordinance. 

The  motion  was  put,  and  the  Chair  being  in 
doubt  a  rising  vote  was  ordered. 

The  Council  stood  divided,  and  the  motion  to 
indefinitely  postpone  was  declared  carried,  23 
members  voting  in  the  affirmative,  12  in  the 
negative. 

Mr.  Whall  doubted  the  vote  and  called  for  a 
verification  by  yeas  and  nays.  The  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered,  and  the  motion  to  indifi- 
nitely  postpone  was  carried ;  yeas  28,  nays  22 : 

Yeas — Atwood,  Burr,  Carstensen,  Chamber- 
lain, Clark,  Cochran,  Davern.  Dewey,  Fisher, 
Fottler,  Fowler,  Ladd,  Lattimore.  Light,  Mc- 
Kenna,  F.  Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison,  Perkins, 
C.  C.  Powers,  Richards,  Sanger,  Shaw,  Snow, 
E.  Sullivan.  R.  Sullivan,  Tracy,  Wliitmore,  Wil- 
son—28. 

Nays— Barry,  Carroll,  Coleman,  Coyle,  Dolan, 
J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Haggerty, 
Harrington,  Keliher,  Keliey,  McEnaney,  Mc- 
Nary, J.  Murphy,  J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy, 
Nun  an,  E.  J.  Powers,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  Sundberg, 
Whall— 22. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Blume.  Bowman,  Con- 
nolly, Desmond,  Duggan,  Dunn.  Foss,  Frost, 
Hayes,  Kennedy,  Lauten,  Leary,  Mahoney, 
Norton,  O'Mealey.  Perry,  Reilly,  Short,  Teevens, 
Thayer,  Tuttle,  Webster— 22. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 
Notice  sent  up. 

Later  in  the  session,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whit- 
more, it  was  voted  to  take  up  past  assignment, 
viz.: 

21.  Motion  to  rescind  the  vote  accepting  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  in  re- 
gard to  the  ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  6  of  the 
Revised  Ordinances  of  1885,  relating  to  the  sal- 
aries of  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Health. 

The  motion  to  rescind  was  indefinitely  post- 
poned, on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore. 
number  of  councilman. 
Mr.  R.  Sullivan  called  up  the  special  assign- 
ment, viz.: 

19.  Order  for  mayor  to  petition  Legislature 
for  amendment  to  city  charter  so  that  the  num- 
ber of  councilmen  shall  be  increased  to  74. 

Passed.  Mr.  R  Sullivan  moved  to  reconsider; 
lost.    Sent  up. 

WOODEN  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Keliher  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection 
of  Buildings : 

Report  and  order— That  the  inspector  of  build- 
ings be  authorized  to  issue  a  permit  to  Pierce  & 
Canterbury  to  build,  outside  the  building  limits, 
a  wooden  building  on  rear  of  Chelsea  street. 


near  Curtis  street,  Ward  1,  in  excess  of  range  al- 
lowed and  without  the  intervention  or  construc- 
tion of  a  brick  wall  as  required  by  the  ordin- 
ances, and  in  accordance  with  an  application  on 
file  in  the  Department  for  the  Inspection  of 
Buildings ;  said  building  to  be  occupied  for  stor- 
age of  barrels. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed.    Sent  up. 

Report  and  orders— That  the  inspector  of 
buildings  be  authorized  to  issue  permits  to  build, 
outside  the  building  limits,  wooden  additions  in 
excess  of  size  allowed,  and  without  the  construc- 
tion of  brick  walls  as  required  by  the  ordin- 
ances, and  in  accordance  with  applications  on 
file  in  the  Department  for  the  Inspection  of 
Buildings,  as  follows: 

M.  C.  Nay,  217-19  London  street,  Ward  1,  for 
stable  purposes. 

O.  E.  Madden,  rear  of  51  Mt.  Pleasant  avenue, 
Ward  20,  for  stable  purposes. 

Maverick  Oil  Company,  on  Chelsea  street, 
"Ward  1,  for  srable  purposes. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed.    Sent  up. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of 
Anthony  Waterman  for  leave  to  build  an  addi- 
tion to  building  in  the  rear  of  425  Medford  street, 
Charlestown. 

Accepted.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Keliher  moyed  to  reconsider  the  reports 
submitted  by  him;  lost. 

Mr.  Whall— I  move  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  trust  the  Council  will  not  ad- 
journ. There  is  the  report  of  a  committee  which 
should  be  presented. 

Mr.  Whall— I  will  withdraw  the  motion  if 
there  is  any  report  of  &  committee. 

WIDENING  OF  EMERSON  STREET. 

Mr.  E.  Sullivan  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Streets.to  whom  was  recom- 
mitted (June  23,  1887)  their  report  on  the  rules 
in  relation  to  widening  Emerson  street,  from 
Broadway  to  K  street,  renewing  their  former 
recommendation  that  the  order  ought  not  to 
pass. 

Accepted ;  sent  up. 

SATURDAY  HALF-HOLIDAYS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  callecl  up  the  past  assignment, 
viz : 

24.  Mayor's  message  on  the  Saturday  half- 
holiday.    (City  Doc.  162.) 

Sent  up. 

the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  to 
enable  him  to  offer  an  order— That  when  this 
Council  adjourns  it  be  to  meet  on  Thursday, 
Dec.  22.  at  7.30  P.M. 

Mr.  Whall— I  move  that  the  Council  do  now 
adjourn. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  the 
motion  to  suspend  the  rule. 

Mr.  Whall— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  question  before  the  house  being  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule,  it  is  competent  for  any  member 
who  legally  gets  the  floor,  to  move  to  adjourn, 
pending  the  putting  of  that  motion. 

The  President— The  gentleman's  point  of 
order  is  well  taken,  and  the  question  is,  shall 
this  Council  now  adjourn? 

Mr.  Wilson— I  move  as  an  amendment  to  that 
motion— 

The  President— The  Chair  would  say  that  no 
debate  is  in  older.  The  question  is,  shall  the 
Council  now  adjourn? 

Mr.  Wilson— Can  I  not  make  an  amendment 
to  that  motion  to  adjourn,  that  we  adjourn  to  a 
time  certain?  .     . 

The  President— No  amendment  is  in  order. 
The  question  is,  Shall  the  Council  adjourn? 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost.  Mr.  Whall 
doubted  the  vote  and  called  for  a  verification 
by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  question  was  put  as  to  whether  or  not  a 
verification  should  be  had  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
the  Chair  being  in  doubt,    a   rising   vote   was 

The  Council  stood  divided,  7  members  voting 
in  the  affirmative,  21  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Whall— I  raise  the  point  that  there  is  no 
quorum  present,  as  shown  by  the  vote. 

The  President— The  Chair  can  see  but  27 
members,  and  the  Council  stands  adjourned  to 
next  Thursday  evening. 

The  Council  stood  adjourned  at  8.29  P.M. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Friday,  Dec.  9.  1887. 

Special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
1  o'clock  P.M.,  pursuant  to  call  of  the  mayor,  for 
the  purposes  of  considering'  the  opinion  of  the 
corporation  counsel  in  relation  to  election  laws. 

Aid.  Donovan,  chairman,  presidAl.    Absent, 
Aid.  Capen,  Haynes,  and  N.  G.  Smith. 
The  following  was  read  and  placed  on  file: 
Corporation  Counsel's  Office,  ) 
Boston,  Dec  7,  1887.        1 

J.  H.  O'Neil,  Esq  ,  City  Clerk.  Sir —Referring 
to  your  letter  of  yesterday,  I  have  to  say  that 
the  proposed  regulations  concerning  the  recep- 
tion of  ballots,  now  before  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, are  not  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of 
law,  and  that  the  Board  is  authorized  to  pass 
them  by  virtue  of  Section  1,  Chapter  299  of  the 
Acts  of  1884.  which  is  as  follows: 

"Section  18.  The  Board  of  Aldermen  may  pass 
such  regulations  in  regard  to  the  use  of  the 
seals  and  ballot-boxes,  and  the  manner  of  re- 
*  ceiving,  counting  and  returning  the  votes  as 
they  may  deem  expedient,  provided  such  regu- 
lations are  not  inconsistent  with  the  provisions 
of  law;  and  if  any  person  wilfully  neglects  or 
refuses  to  comply  with  any  of  such  regulations 
he  shall  be  punished  by  tine  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  dollars,  or  by  imprisonment  in  the 
House  of  Correction  not  exceeding  six  months." 

You  ask  particularly  whether  it  will  be  legal 
and  advisable  to  deposit  all  ballots  in  one  box. 
I  answer,  yes.  The  special  statue  in  relation  to 
registration  and  elections  in  the  citv  of  Boston 
(Sts.  of  1878,  Ch.  243)  provides  that  "one  ballot - 
box  only  shall  be  used  in  each  voting  pre- 
cinct." This  applies  to  all- votes  which  are  re- 
quired to  be  taken  by  ballot  under  the  warrant 
which  lias  been  issued  in  accordance  with  Sec- 
tion 5  of  the  same  act.  Subsequent  legislation 
has  left  this  provision  unchanged. 
Very  respectfully, 

E.  P.  Nettleton, 

Corporation  Counsel. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll  it  was  voted  to  take 
from  the  table  the  orders  presented  at  the  last 
meeting  relative  to  regulations  for  depositing 
ballots. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  the 
question  came  on  its  passage,  Aid.  Carroll  call- 
ing f  >r  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Aid.  Allen— I  desire  to  be  excused  fmm 
voting,  not  having  arrived  in  season  to  hear  the 
papers  read  and  not  knowing  about  it.  I  there- 
fore desire  to  be  excused  from  voting. 

Aid.  Lee— It  seems  to  me  if  that  is  the  only 
excuse  of  the  alderman,  I  will  now  move  that 
the  paper  be  read  for  his  information. 

The  motion  was  carried,  and  the  clerk  read 
the  opinion  of  the  corporation  counsel  a  second 
time. 

The  Chairman— The  question  is.  Shall  Aid. 
Allen  be  excused  from  voting? 

It  was  voted  not  to  excuse  the  alderman  from 
voting. 

The  order  was  passed  ;  yeas  7,  nays  2: 

Yeas— Aid.  Allen,  Bromwich,  Donovan,  Lee. 
Ma.guire,  C.  W.  Smith,  Sullivan— 7. 

Nays— Aid.  Carroll,  McLaughlin  -2. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan,  at 
1.17  P.M. 


Monday.  Dec  12, 1887. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
4o'clock  P.M.,    Aid.    Donovan,  chairman,  pre- 
siding.   Absent  Aid.  Capen. 

On  motion  of  Aid.    Allen  the  reading  of  the 
record  of  the  last  meeting  was   dispensed  with. 
hearings  at  4  o'clock  on    orders   of  no- 
tice. 

1.  On  petition  of  Cr  A.  Sinclair,  for  license  to 
erect  and  use  a  stationary  engine  of  15-horse 
power  at  415^117  Columbus  avenue. 

2.  On  petition  of  Peabody  &  Jordan,  for  li- 
cense to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  engine  of  two- 
horse  power  at  37  Commercial  wliarl 


3.  On  petition  of  G.  H.  D.  Wheeler,  for  license 
to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  engine  of  20-horse 
power  at  103  East  Dedham  street. 

4.  On  petition  of  G.  D.  Dows  &  Co.,  for  license 
to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  eng'ine  of  10-horse 
power  at  41-43  Fort  Hill  square. 

No  objections.  Severally  referred  to  Commit- 
tee on  Steam  Engines. 

executive  appointments. 

Communications  were  received  from  the 
mayor,  making  the  following  appointments: 

To  be  a  measurer  of  grain— William  A.  Rob 
ertson.  , 

To  be  a  weigher  of  coal— Edward  A.  Kinney. 

Severally  laid  over. 

last  meeting  of  board. 

Aid.  Allen  offered  an  order— That  the  last 
meeting  of  this  Board  for  the  year  be  held  on 
Saturday,  Dec.  31,  at  12  o'elock  noon. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

petitions  referrep. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses — John  Land- 
strup,  for  license  to  sell  flowers  from  tray  or 
basket  in  Winter  street. 

George  P.  Thresher,  for  a  permit  for  his 
daughter  Maria  to  take  part  in  a  musical  enter- 
tainment at  Tremont  Temple  Wednesday  even- 
ing, Dec.  14,  1887. 

Proctor  &  Mansfield,  for  license  for  the  Grand 
Opera  House,  Washington  street,  for  the  season 
ending  Aug.  1.  1888. 

William  E.  Carter,  for  a  license  for  polo  exhi- 
bition at  the  Mechanics'  Building  for  the  season 
ending  Aug.  1,  1888. 

Calvin  D.  Hill.  M.D.,  fo  exhibit  Dr.  Halleck's 
Museum  of  Anatomy  at  110  Court  street. 

To  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners — John 
H.  Sherburne  and  others,  that  Seminary  place 
be  laid  out  as  a  public  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Electric  Wires  —  New 
England  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company, 
to  relocate  its  poles  in  Austin  street,  Charles- 
town. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines,  etc. — 
S.  S.  White,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler  of 
four-horse  power  for  heating  purposes,  at  Fan- 
eutl. 

Gilchrist  and  Gorham,  to  locate  and  use  a 
steam  boiler  of  five-horse  power  for  heating 
purposes,  at  207  Congress  street. 

F.  D.  Cook,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler  of 
five-horse  power  for  heating  purposes,  at  332 
B  st on  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers  (Aid.)— Mary 
O'Brien,  for  abatement  of  sewer  assessment 
against  her  estate  on  Mitchell  street. 

Hugh  Smith,  for  abatement  of  sewer  assess- 
ment against  his  estate  on  Mitchell  street. 

Hugh  Giblen.  for  abatement  of  sewer  assess- 
ment against  his  estate  in  private  way  off  School 
street.  Ward  25. 

Abram  French  estate,  for  partial  abatement 
'of  sewer  assessment  on  Rockland  street,  Ward 
23 

James  Green,  for  abatement  of  sewer  assess- 
ment again  t  estate  on  Lincoln  street,  on  ac- 
count of  no  benefit. 

Michael  Murphy,  for  abatement  of  sewer  as- 
sessment against  estate  on  private  way  off 
S  hool  street, 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps— John  D.  Dodge 
and  others,  for  public  lamps  in  LaGrange  and 
Shaw  streets,  AVest  Roxbury. 

George  E.  Harvey  and  others,  for  an  electric 
light  at  the  corner  of  Dudley  and  Clarence 
streets. 

Charles  Brooks  and  others,  for  public  lamps 
in  Florence  street,  Ward  23. 

Manuel  Sanchez  and  others,  for  the  relighting 
of  a  lamp  corner  Fulton  place  and  North  street. 

Anton  Peters  and  others,  for  public  lamps  on 
Franklin  avenue,  off  Spring  street.  Ward  23. 

Patrick  J.  Sullivan  and  others,  for  public 
lamps  on  Alaric  street. 

D.  S.  Buniham  and  others,  that  they  may  sup- 
ply lights  in  the  suburbs  where  oil  lamps  are 
now  used. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  (Aid.)— Agnes 
Brown,  to  occupy  an  old  wooden  building  for 
two  horses  on  Munroe  street,  near  No.  57,  Ward 
21. 

Ira  A.  Medbery,  to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden 
building  for  one  horse  on  Centre  street,  next  to 
corner  Dorchester  avenue,  Ward  24. 

Finn  Bros.,   to   occupy   a    proposed    wooden 


1016 


BOARD     OF     ALDERMEN. 


building  for   two   horses   on    Ruthven   street, 
Ward  21. 

To  the  Committee  on  Department  for  the 
Inspection  of  Buildings— George  A.  Avery,  to 
build  a  wooden  addition  on  Warren  street,  cor- 
ner Montrose  street,  Ward  21. 

J.  K.  Souther  &  Son,  to  build  an  addition  on 
Bickford  street,  near  Heath  street,  Ward  22. 

Boston  Wharf  Coinpativ.  lo  build  a  wooden 
addition  on  A  street,  next  to  the  New  York  & 
New  England  railroad.  Ward  13. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common,  etc. — -Tames 
Mclntyre  and  others,  for  a  plank  walk  in  Inde- 
pendence square,  from  the  corner  of  N  street 
and  Broadway  to  the  corner  of  Third  and  M 
streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Accounts — Board  of  In- 
dex Commissioners,  for  an  appropriation  for 
indexing. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims — Benjamin  dish- 
ing and  others,  for  conveyance  to  them  of  a 
strip  of  land  on  Purcbase  street. 

Helen  M.  Stuart,  for  compensation  for  per- 
sonal injuries  received  from  an  alleged  defect 
in  Denib  street,  Nov.  25,  1S87. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving  {A Id,)— Boston 
Wharf  Company,  for  brick  sidewalk,  corner 
Congress  and  Sleeper  streets,  Ward  13. 

O.  H.  JDrisko,  for  brick  sidewalk,  226  Hunting- 
ton avenue. 

West  End  Street  Railway  Company,  for  a  bet- 
ter system  of  drainage  in  the  vicinity  of  Oak 
square,  Ward  25. 

Horace  A.  Jordan  and  others,  for  a  plank  side- 
walk on  Allston  street,  Ward  25. 

John  Soley,  to  move  a  wooden  building  from 
Boston  street,  corner  Condor  street,  Ward  1,  to 
rear  412  Border  street,  Ward  1. 

George  T.  Berry  and  others,  for  stone  crossing 
at  junction  of  Columbia  and  Richfield  stress. 

Remonstrance  of  Clift  R  igers  Clapp  against 
granting  permit  to  J.  J..  Merrigan   to  put  a  box 
sign  around  a  tree  in  front  of  404  Broadway, 
Petitions  for  Bay  Windows. 

On  the  following  petitions,  viz. : 

J.  C.  Talbot,  to  project  two  bay  windows  from 
building  on  Washington  street,  Dorchester  dis- 
trict. 

P.  O'Riorden,  to  project  a  bay  window  from 
building  Nos.  42-46  Park  street.  Ward  5. 

Orders   of   notice   were  passed    for  hearings 
thereon  on  Monday,  Dec.  19,  at  4  o'clock  P.M. 
Petitions  for  Steam  Engines. 

On  the  following  petitions,  viz, : 

W.  K.  Prior  &  Co.,  for  license  to  erect  and  use 
a  stationary  steam  engine  of  10-horse  power  at 
foot  of  M  street,  South  Boston. 

James  E.  Wali.  for  license  to  erect  and  use  a 
stationary  steam  engine  of  six-horse  power  at  73 
Comhill. 

Lewis  Wharf  Company,  for  license  to  erect 
and  use  a  stationary  steam  engine  of  30 -horse 
power  at  39  Lewis  wharf. 

William  H.  Swift,  for  license  to  erect  and  use 
a  stationary  steam  engine  of  25-hoise  power  at 
31-33  Purchase  street. 

Orders  of   notice    were    passed  for  hearings 
thereon  on  Saturday,  Dec.  31,  at  12  o'clock,  P.M. 
Suspension  of  Flags. 

The  following  was  received : 
To  the  Board  of  Aldermen  ol  the  city  of  Boston. 

The  undersigned  citizens  of  Ward  13  ask  per- 
mission to  raise  an  American  flag  on  Broadway, 
comer  of  B  street. 

William  E.  Cassidt, 
Thomas  H.  Devlin, 
Andrkw  Quinn,. 
William  S.  O'Brien, 
William  H.  Woods. 

The  Chairman — The  Chair  at  this  time  de- 
. sires  to  state  that  this  is  a  petition  that  now 
shows  itself  for  the  first  time  before  this  Board, 
and  in  regard  to  which  he  has  been  charged 
through  the  public  press  as  having  made  a 
ridiculous  ruling  whereby  these  parties  have 
been  deprived  of  the  right  of  suspending  a  flag 
on  Broadway.  This  petition  comes  before  the 
Board  for  the  first  time  today.  The  Chair  has 
not  had  any  opportunity,  neither  has  he  been 
asked  by  this  Board  or  any  members  of  this 
Board,  to  make  any  ruling.  Therefore,  the  as- 
sertion made  by  the  gentleman  who  made  it  on 
last  Friday  evening,  that  the  Chair  made  any 
such  ruling  is  false,  and  has  been  made  simply 
and  solely  for  campaign  purpose.  What  is  the 
pleasure  of  the  Board? 


Aid.  Carroi  l — I  suppose  it  would  not  be  a 
proper  thing  for  me,  as  a  member  of  the  Board, 
to  allow  that  communication  to  go  by  without 
having  a  word  to  say  on  it,  after  what  has  been 
printed  in  the  public  press.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
1  came  to  the  Board  at  the  last  meeting  with 
the  express  purpose  of  aiding  and  assisting  by 
my  vote,  and  asking  members  of  this  Board  to 
aid  and  assist,  in  giving  to  the  gentlemen  who 
desired  to  raise  that  flag  the  proper  permit.  I 
knew  nothing  about  it  until  my  attention  was 
called  to  the  fact,  by  a  policeman,  that  such  a 
thing  was  going  to  be  done,  and  that  the  parties 
who  were  going  to  raise  that  flag  had  no  permit 
to  do  so,  but  intended  to  go  before  the  Board 
of  Aldermen.  To  my  surprise  —  but,  Mr. 
Chairman  and*  members  of  •  the  Board,  not 
to  my  surprise  as  far  as  hearing  a  lie  stated 
in  a  public  meeting  at  the  present  time  in 
the  section  in  which  I  live  is  concerned  — 
it  was  stated  that  the  petition  had  been  pre- 
sented here,  and  that,  the  chairman  of  this 
Board  made  a  luling  in  regard  to  it;  and  state- 
ments in  regard  to  it  have  been  published  in  the 
public  press.  The  inference  to  be  drawn  was 
that  I  had  asked  the  chairman  of  the  Board  to 
make  that  ruling'.  I  have  never  breathed  a 
word  to  the  chairman  of  the  Board  or  any  mem- 
ber of  the  Board  in  regard  to  this  matter,  and  1  , 
am  only  too  eager  to  aid  and  assist  in  giving 
those  parties  all  the  publicity  I  can.  It  is 
simply  a  question  of  advertising,  and  if  it  is  a 
petty  show  which  they  want  to  advertise  for 
their  benefit.  I  have  no  objection.  But  it  strikes 
me  that  they  have  gone  out  of  their  way  con- 
siderably to  enter  into  this  abuse  and  attack  an" 
innocent  man— the  president  of  the  Board— the 
question  whether  I  .myseif  personally  may  be 
guilty  or  otherwise  not  entering  into  the  mat- 
ter. Let  them  say  of  ine  what  they  like,  but  I 
ask  them  to  spare  other  members  who  have  had 
nothing  to  do  with  this  matter,  and  to  whom  I 
have  never  said  a  word  in  regard  to  it.  It 
seems  to  me  that  I  owe  it  to  this  Board  and  owe 
it  to  you,  Mr.  Ghairtnan,  as  an  associate  of  mine, 
to  make  this  statement,  and  to  speak  in  regard 
to  it,  when  they  have  allowed  their  prejudices 
towards  me  to  cause  them  to  say  that  of  you 
which  is  entirely  un  leserved. 

Aid.  Lee — 1  would  like  to  have  the  petition 
read.    I  must  admit  that  1  did  not  hear  it. 

The  Chairman  read  the  petition. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  move,  in  order  that  there 
may  be  no  question  about  this  matter,  and  that 
it  may  be  treated  in  all  fairness,  that  the  permit 
be  granted.  The  flag  is  already  up  wittiout  au- 
thority. On  Saturday  nig.it  there  was  a  heavy 
rain  storm,  and  some  of  the  rain  lodged  in  the 
canvas  at  one  end  of  the  flag,  and  the  weight 
was  so  great  that  the  flag  fell  down.  I  was  ac- 
cused, and  others  were  accused,  of  taking  it 
down.  The  flag  fell  at  8  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
and  Hundreds  of  men  saw  it  fall.  It  is  now  in 
position  v.  lib  :ut  aallr.ii'.v  and  SO  that  it  may 
be  done  legally,  and  that  they  may  have  the  au- 
thority, I  move  you,  sir,  that  the  permit  be 
granted. 

The  Chairman—  I  would  suggest  to  the  alder- 
man that  it  would  be  better  to  have  the  peti- 
tion referred  to  the  Committee  on  Police  (Aid.), 
and  they  can  report  on  it  tonight  in  proper  or- 
der. 

Aid.  Carroll— 1  have  no  objection  to  that 
course  being  taken. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Police  (Aid.) 

Later  in  the  session  Aid.  Maguire  submitted  a 
report  on  the  above  petition  for  the  Committee 
on  Police  (Aid.),  recommending  that  leave  be 
granted  on  the  usual  conditions. 

Report  accepted,  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

Aid.  Bromwich  presented  the  petition  of  the 
N.  E.  Woman's  Suffrage  Bazaar,  for  leave  to  sus- 
pend flags  in  certain  streets,  and,  in  connection 
with  the  petition,  under  suspension  of  the 
rule,  offered  an  order— That,  permission  bo 
granted  to  the  N  -sw  England  Woman's  Suffrage 
Bazaar  to  suspend  flags  across  Winter  and  Tre- 
mont  streets,  and  over  Park  street,  to  and  in- 
cluding Dec.  17  inst. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

5.  Communication  from  His  Honor  the  Mayor 
in  relation  to  the  Saturday  half-holiday.  (Doc. 
162.) 

Placed  on  file. 
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Widening  of  Commonwealth  Avenue. 

6.  Communication  from  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners,  with  resolve  and  order  for  the 
widening  of  Commonwealth  avenue,  at  an  ad- 
judged expense  of  $124,900. 

The  communication  was  placed  on  file  and 
the  question  w^s  on  the  passage  of  the  resolve 
and  order  in  concurrence. 

Aid.  Allen— I  move  that  further  considera- 
tion of  that  paper  be  assigned  to  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  Board.  If  1  remember  rightly,  the 
sum  of  $125,000  has  been  appropriated  for  that 
purpose.  According  to  this  estimate,  $124,900  is 
the  estimated  amount  to  be  paid  to  various  par- 
ties, and  there  are  several  parties  named,  to 
whom,  of  course,  compensation  has  got  to  be 
paid,  but  which  compensation  is  not  therein 
stated;  it  snowing  there  clearly  that  a  very 
much  larger  sum  than  the  appropriation  that 
has  been  made  \  ill  be  required.  I  should  like 
to  have  a  little  time  to  look  into  it.  I  want  to 
know  if  it  includes  all  the  grade  damages  and 
that  sort  of  thing,  and  how  much  more  is  to  be 
required,  before  I  commit  myself  by  voting  for 
it.  I  therefore  move  that  further  consideration 
be  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board. 

Aid.  Lee— Before  1  can  vote  upon  the  motion 
wbich  has  been  made  by  the  alderman  1  would 
like  to  have  him  state  who  it  is  that  the  Street 
Commissioners  have  not  included  in  that  state- 
ment and  who  will  cuiue  in  and  get  compensa- 
tion in  this  matter. 

Aid.  Allen— There  is  one  put  down  here  as 
unknown;  they  do  not  know  how  much  they 
will  have  to  pay  to  him.  If  discovered,  some- 
thing will  have  to  be  paid  to  him.  It  says  here 
Charles  Heath  and  Edwin  Alkinson  under  ihe 
will  of  Charles  Heath,  and  there  is  no  amount 
designated  there. 

Aid.  Lee — If  he  is  deriving  his  information 
from  what  is  embodied  in  the  report  of  the 
Street  Commissioners,  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  must  have  re- 
ceived from  those  parties  in  connection  with 
whose  names  no  amount  is  placed,  a  release — 

Aid.  Allen — That  is  what  I  want  to  find 
out. 

Aid.  Lee— That  is.  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners have  received  a  release  from  Mr. 
Adams,  from  the  Francis  heirs  and  several 
other  parties  along  the  line  of  that  street. 
I  believe  the  total  amount  of  land  they  have 
contributed  towards  the  laying  out  of  the  ave- 
nue has  been  in  the  neighborhood  of  $425,000 
worth.  If  the  alderman  merely  d.  sires  delay, 
and  no  more  specified  information  can  be  given 
than  that  which  he  derives  from  the  report  of 
the  Street  Commissioners,  I  certainly  shall  vote 
against  assigning  the  matter. 

Aid.  Allen— In  addition  to  the  names  I  have 
read  it  says,  Charles  I.  Bowditch  and  other  trus- 
tees,  amount;  unknown  owners  of  real  es- 
tate on  Essex  street, amount.  Now  it  can- 
not be  considered  that  there  has  been  any  re- 
lease   made    there.      Charles   A.    Morse,   

amount;  it  may  be  that  an  additional  amount 
will  be  required  to  pay  these  gentlemen,  and  I 
would  like  a  little  delay,  for  the  purpose  of  as- 
certaining fhat  fact. 

Aid.  Lee — I  want  to  say  for  the  information  of 
the  alderman  who  refers  to  Mr.  Morse,  that  Mr. 
Adams  and  the  Francis  people  have  arranged 
with  him  so  that  he  receives  nothing,  they  in 
return  giving  him  a  tract  of  land  larger  than 
that  which  they  took,  so  that  he  may  release, 
and  the  laying  out  may  take  place.  I  am  in- 
clined to  believe  that  there  has  been  no  damage 
done  to  them,  and  that  they  have  been  benefited 
rather  than  damaged;  and  the  Street  Commis- 
sionerslhave  s^  considered  it. 

Aid.  Allen— -We  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
passing  these  orders  and  making  a  great  many 
takings  when  we  did  not  understand  what  the 
cost  was  going  to  be.  I  understand  that  this  is 
an  estimate,  of  course,  and  they  have  come  with- 
in $100  of  the  money  which  has  been  appropri- 
ated. I  do  not  think  any  harm  can  be  done  by  de- 
lay. I  have  no  objection  to  the  project,  speak- 
ing in  a  general  way.  but  I  would  like  to  know 
a  little  more  than  I  know  now  in  regard  to  it, 
and  I  would  like  to  know  why  we  are  commit- 
ting ourselves  to  something  "Inch  will  cost 
twice  $125,000,  or  whether  $124,900  will  cover  the 
whole  bill. 

The  question  came  on  the  motion  to  assign, 
and  Aid.  Lee  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  The 
assignment  was  lost;  yeas 4,  nays  7: 


Yeas— Aid.  Allen.  Haynes,  N.  G.  Smith,  C.  W. 
Smith— 4. 

Nays— Aid..  Bromwich,  Carroll,  Donovan.  Lee, 
Maguire,  McLaughlin,  Sullivan— 7. 

The  question  came  on  concurrence  in  the  pas- 
sage of  the  resolve  and  order,  and  Aid.  Lee 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  resolve  and  order  were  passed  in  concur- 
rence ;  yeas  8,  nays  3 : 

Yeas— Aid.     Bromwich,     Carroll,     Donovan, 
Haynes,  Lee,  Maguire,    McLaughlin,    Sullivan 
—8. 
•    Nays— Aid.  Allen,  N.  G.  Smith,  C.  W.  Smith— 3. 

Aid.  Lee  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

Additional  Papers  from  the  Common  Council. 

7.  Report  of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Streets,  "ought  not  to  pass"  on  the  order  in  re- 
lation to  widening  Emerson  street  from  Broad- 
way to  K  street.  Accepted  in  concurrence,  and 
the  order  was,-on  motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan,  in- 
definitely postponed. 

8.  Ordered,  That  the  City  Council  request  His 
Honor  the  Mayor  to  request  the  superintendent 
of  sewers  to  complete  the  sewer  on  Decatur  and 
Meridian  streets,  East  Boston. 

Aid.  Sullivan— I  desire  to  state  that  His 
Honor  the  Mayor  has  requested  the  superin- 
tendent of  sewers  to  complete  that  sewer,  and  it 
is  about  completed  now.  I  think  the  work  will 
be  finished  tonight,  and  I  therefore  move  the 
indefinite  postponement  of  that  order. 

The  order  was  indefinitely  postponed.  Notice 
sent  down. 

9.  Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be 
requested  to  petition  the  Legislature  to 
so  amend  the  Boston  city  charter  that 
the  number  of  Common  Councilmen,  now 
72,  be  increased  to  74.  so  that  Wards  22 
and  25  shall  each  year  have,  according  to  the 
legal  basis  of  representation,  a  just  representa- 
tion in  the  lower  branch  of  the  Citv  Council. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

10.  Reports  of  Joint  Committee  on  the  De- 
partment for  the  Inspection  of  Buildings  and 
accompanying  orders. 

Ordered,  That  the  inspector  of  buildings  be 
authorized  to  issue  a  permit  to  Pierce  &  Canter- 
bury to  build,  outside  the  building  limits,  a 
wooden  building  on  rear  of  Chelsea  street,  near 
Curtis  street.  Ward  1,  in  excess  of  range  allowed 
and  without  the  intervention  or  construction  of 
a  brick  wall  as  required  by  'the  ordinances,  and 
in  accordance  with  an  application  on  file  in  the 
Department  for  the  Inspection  of  Buildings; 
sad  building  to  be  occupied  for  storage  of  bar- 
rels. 

Ordered,  That  the  inspector  of  buildings  be 
authorized  to  issue  a  permit  to  O.  E.  Madden  to 
build,  outside  the  building  limits,  a  wooden  ad- 
dition to  building  on  rear  of  51  Mt.  Pleasant 
avenue,  Ward  20,  in  excess  of  size  allowed,  and 
"without  the  construction  of  a  brick  wall  as  re- 
quirrd  by  the  ordinances,  and  in  accordance 
with  an  application  on  tile  in  the  Department 
for  the  Inspection  of  Buildings;  said  a  Idition 
to  be  occupied  for  stable  purposes ;  main  build- 
ing occupied  for  carriages. 

Ordered,  That  the  inspector  of  buildings  be 
authorized  to  issue  a  permit  to  M.  C.  Nay  to 
build,  outside  the  building  limits,  a  wooden  ad- 
dition to  building  on  217-19  London  street.  Ward 
1,  in  excess  of  size  allowed,  and  without  the  con- 
struction of  a  brick  wall  as  required  by  the  ordi- 
nances, and  in  accordance  with  an  application 
on  file. in  the  Department  for  the  Inspection  of 
Buildings;  said  addition  to  be  occupied  for 
stable  purposes;  main  building  occupied  for 
carriages. 

Ordered,  That  the  inspector  of  buildings  be 
authorized  to  issue  a  permit  to  the  Maverick  Oil 
Company  to  build,  outside  the  building  limits, 
a  wooden  addition  to  building  on  Chelsea  street, 
Ward  1,  in  excess  of  size  allowed,  and  without 
the  construction  of  a  brick  wall  as  required  by 
the  ordinances,  and  in  accordance  with  an  ap- 
plication on  file  in  the  Department  for  Hie  In- 
spection of  Bu  Idings;  said  addition  to  be  occu- 
pied for  stable  purposes;  main  building  occu- 
pied for  stable  purposes. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

15.  Report  of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  the  Department  for  the  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings, leave  to  withdraw,  on  the  petition  of 
Anthony  Waterman  to  build  an  addition  to 
building  in  rear  of  425  Medford  street,  Charles- 
town.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 
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16.  Notice  of  indefinite  postponement  by  the 
Common  Council,  of  the  ordinance  to  amend 
Cnapter6of  the  Kevised  Ordinances  of  1885,  in 
relation  to  the  salaries  of  the  members  of  the 
Board  of  Health.    Placed  on  file. 

FIRES  AND  ALARMS. 

Report  of  Fire  Commissi  ners  of  Fires  and 
Alarms  for  the  month  of  November,  1887,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Bell  alarms 49 

Still  alarms 37 

Total 86 

Sent  down 

RAILROAD  POLICE. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  solicitor's  office 
of  the  New  York  &  New  England  Railroad  Com- 
pany of  the  appointment  of  John  F.  Finn  to  act 
as  railroad  police  officer,  in  accordance  with 
Chapter  103  of  the  Public  Statutes. 

Placed  on  file. 

HARBOR  AND    LAND    COMMISSIONERS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Harbor  and 
Land  Commissioners  of  hearing  on  petition  of 
West  End  Street  Railway  Company  for  leave  to 
dump  snow  from  the  several  bridges. 

Placed  on  file. 

NEW  COURT  HOUSE 

The  following  was  received : 

Boston,  Dec.  10,  1887. 
To  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  commissioners  for  the  erection  of  a  new 
court  house  for  Suffolk  county,  in  compliance 
with  a  request  of  your  Board  for  information 
"whether  any  material  used  in  the  construction 
of  the  new  court  house  is  imported,  and  if  so  for 
what  reason,"  desire  to  state,  first,  that  the 
contractors  for  furnishing  the  iron  floor  girders 
and  beams  have  purchased  a  large  portion  of 
the  same  in  Belgium,  for  the  reason  that  a  more 
advantageous  market  was  found  there. 

Second,  the  buff  brick,  for  facing  the  court- 
yard walls  are  manufactured  in  England,  and 
are  procured  there  for  the  reason  that,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  commissioners,  tliey  are  supe- 
rior in  quality  and  better  adapted  to  the  purpose 
for  which  they  are  used  than  any  other  submit- 
ted in  competition  for  the  contract. 

For  the  Commissioners, 

S.  B    Stebbins,  Chairman, 

Laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll. 
bonds. 

The  bonds  of  James  G.  Harrington  and  Edwin 
L.  Howard,  constables,  and  John  C.  Pike,  Jr., 
tollman,  East  Boston  ferries,  were  presented, 
daily  certified  by  the  Law  Department  and  ap- 
proved by  the  city  t'  easurer. 

The  bonds  were  approved. 

EDGESTONE  AND  SIDEWALK  ASSESSMENTS. 

Reports  were  received  from  the  superinten- 
dent of  streets  giving  schedules  of  the  cost  of  fur- 
nishing and  setting  edgestones  and  paving  side- 
walks m  front  of  estates  in  sundry  streets,  with 
orders  that  the  persons  named  in  the  said  sched- 
ules be  charged  and  assessed  with  one-half  the 
sum  set  to  their  respective  names  as  their  pro- 
portional part  of  the  cost  thereof. 

Orders  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

STEAM    ENGINES. 

Aid.  Haynes  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Steam  Engines,  recommending  that 
licenses  be  granted,  on  the  usual  conditions,  to 
locate  and  use  steam  boilers  for  heating  pur- 
poses, as  follows : 

Willard  White,  20-horse  power.  075  Dudley 
street,  Magnolia  street  and  Alexander  avenue, 
Ward  20. 

D.  W.  French,  eight-horse  power,  35  Sheridan 
avenue,  Ward  23. 

Estate  Alpheus  Hardy.  22- horse  power,  63-G5 
Essex  street,  Ward  10. 

J.  J.  Grace,  10-horse  power,  17-19  Harrison-ave- 
nue extension,  and  101-103  Ohauncy  street,  Ward 
10. 

Report  accepted,  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

PROJECTIONS  AND  SUSPENSIONS. 

Aid.  N.G.Smith,  for  the  Committee  on  In- 
spection of  Buildings  (Aid.),  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing reports,  recommending  that  leave  be 
granted  on  the  usual  conditions,  as  follows: 


New  Jerusalem  Society  of  Boston,  to  erect  and 
maintain  lamp  at  entrance  of  church  on  Bow- 
doin  street. 

William  Jenkins  to  project  a  bay  window  from 
building  No.  1504-6-8  Dorchester  avenue. 

Reports  accepted,  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

Also  reports  recommending  that  the  petition- 
ers have  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  following  pe- 
titions : 

Miss  M.  F.  Fisk,  to  project  a  figure  of  a  gloved 
hand  at  53  West  street. 

Abraham  Boothman,  to  suspend  a  head  light 
for  advertising  purposes  in  front  of  No.  28, 
Weston  street. 

Daniel  B.  Sullivan,  to  suspend  an  ornamental 
lantern  from  3  Norman  street. 

J.  D'Arcy,  to  project  a  lettered  lantern  from 
44  Causeway  street. 

Reports  severally  accepted. 

location  of  railroad  track. 

Aid.  Carroll,  for  the  Committee  on  Rail- 
roads, submitted  a  report  on  the  petition  of  the 
Beacon  Oil  Company  for  leave  to  locate  a  rail- 
road track  to  cross  at  grade  Bremen  and  Chelsea 
streets,  with  authority  to  use  steam  power  on 
said  track— Recommending  the  passage  of  an 
order  of  notice  for  a  hearing  thereon  on  Satur- 
day, Dec.  31,  at  12  o'clock  M. 

Report  accepted ;  order  of  notice  passed. 

STABLES 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health  (!Ad.),  recommending'  that 
leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  conditions  to  oc- 
cupy stables  as  follows: 

Joseph  Modlich,  old  wooden,  one  norse,  Dale 
street,  Roslimlale,  Ward  23. 

Bailey  L.  Page,  proposed  wooden,  three  horses, 
Washington  street,  rear  No.  356,  Ward  23. 

Timothy  Sullivan,  old  wooden,  four  horses, 
Cambridge  street,  Allston,  opposite  Beacon 
Park,  Ward  25. 

Reports  accepted,  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

sewer  assessments. 

Aid.  Lee.  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers  (Aid.), 
submitted  a  report  on  the  schedules  of  the  cost 
of  constructing  common  sewers  in  sundry 
streets— presented  at  the  last  meeting— That 
they  are  correct,  and  recommending  tbe  passage 
of  orders  that  the  persons  named  in  the  said 
schedules  be  charged  and  assessed  with  the  sum 
set  to  their  respective  names  as  their  propor- 
tional part  of  the  cost  thereof, 

Reports  accepted,  said  orders  passed  under 
suspension  of  the  rule. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving  (Aid.): 

Report  on  the  petition  of  the  Harvard  Congre- 
gational Soriety  id'  Dorchester  for  a  plank  walk 
on  Gle;ison  street  — That  the  petitioners  be 
granted  leave  to  withdraw. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Tileston  &  Hollings- 
worth  and  others  for  a  plank  walk  on  Tremont 
street  and  place,  to  accommodate  the  children 
attending  the  Tileston  School — That  the  peti- 
tioners be  granted  leave  to  withdraw. 

Reports  severally  accepted. 

Report  and  order— That  the  citv  treasurer  be 
directed  to  surrender  the  $1000  United  Stn.tes 
bond  to  the  Barber  Asphalt  Paving  Company, 
which  was  placed  in  his  charge  by  Charles  Har- 
ris, agent  of  said  company,  as  security  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  the  work  of  paving  and 
maintaining  Albany  street,  between  Springfield 
and  Concord  streets. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

electric  wires. 
Aid.  Maguire  submitted  tbe  following: 
The  Committee  uii  Electric  Wires  on  the 
petition  of  the  Boston  Electric  Light  Company 
foi  leave  to  erect  poles  for  the  support  of  wires 
on  Warren  avenue,  recommending  the  passage 
of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Boston  Electric  Light  Company  to  erect  eight 
poles  for  the  support  of  wires  in  the  following- 
named  streets,  in  Boston,  nt  points  designated  by 
red  dots  on  a  plan  made  by  Al.  W.  Fitzsiniinons, 
dated  Nov.  28,  1887,  and  deposited  in  the  office 
of  tbe  superintendent  of  streets,  viz. : 
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Eight  poles  on  Warren  avenue,  between  Dart- 
mouth street  and  Columbus  avenue. 

[Appended  were  the  usual  printed  conditions, 
with  the  addition  that  the  city  shall  have  the 
exclusive  use  of  the  upper  crossbar.] 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

LICENSES. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  recommending  that 
a  minor's  license  be  granted  to  one  newsboy. 

Accepted,  and  license  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  George  B.  Thresher 
for  a  permit  for  his  daughter  Maria  to  take  part 
in  a  musical  entertainment  at  Tremont  Tem- 
ple, Wednesday  evening,  Dec.  14,  1887 — Recom- 
mending that  special  permission  be  given,  as 
Provided  in  Chap.  48,  Sect.  8,  of  the  Public 
tatutes. 

Report  accepted,  said  permission  granted. 

LAND  DAMAGES. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an  order  to  pay  to  Na- 
than Cushing,  trustee,  $1000  for  land  taken  and 
all  damages  occasioned  by  the  laying  out  and 
extension  ot  Benedict  street,  from  Rutherford 
avenue  to  Lawrence  street,  at  Charlestown. 

Order  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

HOLIDAY  FOB  MEMBERS  OF  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

Aid.  Carroll  offered  an  order— That  tbe 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  be  requested  to 
report  to  the  City  Council  as  to  the  expediency 
of  allowing  the  members  of  the  Fire  Department 
to  have  one  holiday  a  week. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

ABATEMENT  OF  SIDEWALK   ASSESSMENT. 

Aid.  Maguire  offered  an  order— That  the  side- 
walk assessment  of  $27.90,  levied  Nov.  23,  1887, 
against  the  estate  of  Daniel  H.  Barnard.  Eliot 
street,  opposite  First  Congregational  Church, 
Ward  23,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  abated,  on 
account  of  a  previous  sidewalk  in  front  of  said 
estate. 

Passed,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

GRADE  OF  ARLINGTON  STREET. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  an  order— That  the  grade  of 
Arlington  street,  between  Market  and  Parsons 
streets  in  the  Brighton  District,  be  established. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Paving  (Aid.) 

CONSTRUCTION  OF  SEWERS. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  the  following: 

Whereas  the  superintendent  of  sewers  has 
constructed  sewers  through  the  following 
streets,  as  shown  on  plans  in  the  office  of  said 
superintendent : 

1.  A  sewer  in  Newbern  street.  West  Roxbury. 
from  J.  A.  Andrew  street,  about  165  feet  in  a 
southerly  direction. 

2.  A  sewer  in  Walk-hill  street,  West  Roxbury, 
from  the  end  of  the  sewer  in  Hyde-Park  ave- 
nue, about  150  feet  in  a  southerly  direction. 

3.  A  sewer  in  Atlantic  avenue,  between  Com- 
merce and  Clinton  streets. 

4.  A  sewer  in  Thorndike  street,  between  Har- 
rison avenue  and  Washington  street 

5.  A  sewer  in  Parnell  street,  between  Lenox 
and  Sawyer  streets,  and  in  Sawyer  street,  from 
Pamell  street,  about  60  feet,  in  a  southerly  di- 
rection. 

6.  A  sewer  in  Magnolia  street,  between  Quincy 
and  Bird  streets,  in  Dorchester. 

7.  A  sewer  in  Moreland  street,  Roxbury,  be- 
tween Dennis  street  and  Blue-hill  avenue,  ex- 
tending from  Dennis  street  about  180  feet  west. 

8.  A  sewer  in  High  street  (Charlestown),  be- 
tween Franklin  and  Sullivan  streets. 

9.  A  sewer  in  H  street  (South  Boston),  between 
Eighth  and  Ninth  streets. 

10.  A  sewer  in  Ninth  street  (South  Boston),  be- 
tween E  and  Dorchester  streets. 

11.  A  sewer  in  E  street  (South  Boston),  be- 
tween Eighth  and  Ninth  streets. 

lz.  A  sewer  in  Sixth  street  (South  Boston),  ex- 
tending about  160  feet  easterly  from  L  street. 

13.  A  sewer  in  Waltham  street,  between 
Washington  street  and  Harrison  avenue. 

14.  A  sewer  in  Haskins  street  (Roxbury),  be- 
tween Ruggles  and  Vernon  streets. 

15.  A  sewer  in  Linden  Park  street  (Roxbury), 
between  Elmwood  street  and  Stony  brook. 

16.  A  sewer  in  Ashmont  street  (Dorchester), 
extending  about  112  feet  easterly  from  Carrutn 
street. 


17.  A  sewer  beginning  at  a  point  in  Western 
avenue,  Brighton,  distant  about  210  feet  west  of 
Everett  street,  and  running  thence  through 
Western  avenue  to  Everett  street,  through 
Everett  to  Raymond  street,  through  Raymond 
street  to  Franklin  street,  and  through  Franklin 
street  to  Lincoln  street. 

And  whereas  this  Board  doth  adjudge  each 
and  every  one  of  said  sewers  to  be  necessary  for 
the  public  convenience  and  the  public  health,  it 
is  therefore 

Ordered,  That  said  sewers  be  and  the  same 
are  hereby  laid  out  as  common  sewers,  and  the 
superintendent  of  sewersUs  hereby  directed  to 
report  a  schedule  of  the  expense  of  construction 
of  each  of  said  sewers  to  this  Board,  pursuant  to 
law. 

The  question  was  on  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith — I  would  like  an  explanation 
of  that  order.  It  seems  to  me  it  is  too  late  to 
commence  to  build  sewers. 

Aid.  Lee — These  sewers  have  already  been  laid. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— Why  have  they  been  built 
without  an  order? 

The  Chairman— As  I  understand  it,  these 
sewers  have  already  been  laid,  and  orders  for 
their  construction  have  probably  been  already 
passed. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— Is  that  the  explanation— 
that  they  have  been  built  without  an  order. 

The  Chairman— The  alderman  misunderstood 
the  Chair.  The  Chair  stated  that  probably 
there  had  been  an  order  introduced  in  regard  to 
those  various  sewers. 

Aid.  N.  (x.  Smith— If  they  have  been  built 
without  orders  I  am  surprised,  for  I  know  sev- 
eral sewers  that  have  been  ordered  to  be  built 
that  have  not  been  built. 

The  Chairman — The  alderman  is  evidently  la- 
boring under  a  mistake.  I  made  no  such  state- 
ment. I  said  that  probably  there  had  been  an 
order  to  build  these  sewers. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  simply  would  like  an  ex- 
planation from  the  committee. 

Aid.  Lee— The  explanation  I  shall  give  will 
be  very  brief.  The  order  was  sent  down  to 
me  by  the  superintendent  of  sewers,  and  I  de- 
sire to  say  that  not  one  sewer  contained 
in  tLat  schedule  was  before  the  commit- 
tee of  this  year.  So  therefore  no  blame 
can  be  attached  to  the  committee  of  this 
year  for  any  negligence  on  their  part. 
It  seems  to  me  that  tor  the  past  three  or  four 
years,  barring  this  year,  sewers  have  been  built 
and  orders  of  notice  have  come  in  here,  and  no 
orders  to  build  have  come  in.  That  question 
has  been  submitted  to  the  corporation  counsel, 
and  he  has  informed  the  superintendent  of  sew- 
ers that  the  order  which  is  contained  in  that 
schedule  is  the  only  proper  order  which 
should  be  presented  here.  It  has  been  drafted 
by  the  corporation  counsel,  because,  where 
no  order  to  build  has  been  put  in,  the  city 
of  Boston  cannot  collect  any  assessment.  But 
under  a  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  given 
here  a  few  years  ago,  that  the  superintendent 
of  sewers  may  lay  those  sewers  out  as  common 
sewers,  and,  by  an  order  of  the  kind  that  we 
have  presented  here  today,  proceed  to  col- 
lect the  amount  which  is  due  the  city, 
and  make  the  assessment  upon  the  adjoining 
owners,  this  course  is  taken.  I  am  sorry  that  I 
cannot  give  the  alderman  any  clearer  explana- 
tion, but  I  got  it  myself  about  as  brietly  as  I 
have  given  it  to  him.  But  it  seems  to  me,  in 
the  interest  of  the  city,  that  this  order  should 
be  passed,  so  that  the  superintendent  of  sewers 
may  proceed  at  once  to  make  his  assessments 
and  send  the  schedule  to  this  Board,  so  that 
they  may  collect  the  bills  into  the  city  treasury. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Bromwich  it  was  voted  that 
further  consideration  of  the  matter  be  laid  over 
to  the  next  meeting,  and  that  it  be  printed. 

assessment  of  damages  for  land. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan  it  was  voted  to 
take  the  following  from  the  table : 

17.  Petition  of  Albert  Bowker  for  an  assess- 
ment of  damages  for  landt^Jten  by  the  Boston 
&  Albany  railroad. 

It  was  voted,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan,  that 
the  petitioner  be  granted  leave  to  withdraw,  at 
his  own  request,  as  the  matter  had  been  settled 
in  the  courts. 

the  temple-street  widening. 
On  motion  of  Aid.  Bromwich  it  was  voted  to 
take  Nos.  18  and  19  from  the  table,  viz. : 
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18.  Order  thai  the  Board  establish  the  grade  of 
Temple  street  between  Derne  street  and  Mt. 
Vernon  street,  as  shown  by  grade  B  on  a  plan 
and  profile  made  by  Thomas  W .  Davis,  city  sur- 
veyor, dated  Jan.  12,  1887,  and  deposited  in  the 
office  of  the  said  city  surveyor. 

19.  Order  that  the  Board  establish  the  grade  of 
Mt.  Vernon  street  between  Beacon-Hill  place 
and  Beacon  street,  as  shown  by  grade  B  on  a 
plan  and  profile  made  by  Thomas  W.  Davis, 
city  surveyor,  dated  Jan.  12,  1887,  and  deposited 
in  the  office  of  the  said  city  surveyor. 

Both  orders  were  indefinitely  postponed,  on 
motion  of  Aid.  Bromwich. 

CHANGE  OF  DATE  FOE  LICENSE. 

It  was  voted,  on  motion  of  Aid.  McLaughlin, 
that  the  license  for  wrestling  exhibition,  grant- 
ed to  James  H.  Sexton,  at  the  last  meeting  be 
rescinded,  and  that  the  same  license  be  granted 
for  Thursday  evening,  Dec.  22,  the  original  or- 
der having  been  passed  for  Tuesday  evening, 
Dec.  20,  by  mistake. 

ROXBURY  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Lee,  it  was  voted  to  take 
the  following  from  the  table,  vrz. : 

20.  Message  of  His  Honor  the  Mayor  in  rela- 
tion to  the  construction  of  the  Roxbury  High 
Schoolhouse. 


The  Chairman  commenced  to  read  the  mes- 
sage, but  before  he  finished,  it  was  voted,  on 
motion  of  Aid.  Lee,  that  further  reading  be  dis- 
pensed with. 

Aid.  Lee  moved  that  the  message  be  sent 
down. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  would  move  as  an  amend- 
ment that  that  be  referred  to  the  next  city  gov- 
ernment. It  is  too  late  in  the  season  now  to  do 
anything  in  regard  to  the  building  of  this  place, 
and  I  think  the  best  thing  we  can  do  is  to  allow 
it  to  go  over  to  the  next  city  government,  who 
may  appropriate  the  money  sufficient  to  con- 
struct that  school. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  subject 
was  referred  to  the  next  city  government.  Sent 
down. 

Aid.  Lee — I  move  to  adjourn. 

Aid.  Allen— I  second  the  motion. 

It  was  voted  to  adjourn,  at  5.21  P.M. 


Correction.— In  the  last  Common  Council 
proceedings,  under  head  of  "Salaries  of  Board 
of  Health,"  instead  of  "Mr.  Whall  moved  the 
indefinite  postponement  of  the  ordinance,"  it 
should  read  "Mr.  Whitmore  moved  the  indefi- 
nite postponement  of  the  ordinance." 
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Proceedings  of   the  Common   Council. 


Thursday,  Dec.  15,  1887. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  at 
7.30  P.M.,  President  Barry  in  the  chair,  and  a 
quorum  present. 

THE  NEW  AERIAL  LADDER  TRUCK. 

Mr.  Sanger  offered  an  order— That  the  Board 
of  Fire  Commissioners  be  authorized  to  purchase 
of  the  Fire  Extinguisher  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany of  New  York,  one  first-class  patent  aerial 
turn  table  truss  ladder  trftck,  at  a  price  not  ex- 
ceeding $3800,  and  charge  the  same  to  the  gen- 
eral appropriation  for  Fire  Department. 

Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Sanger— I  ask  the  indulgence  of  the 
Council  for  a  single  moment  at  this  time.  My 
reason  for  asking  for  a  suspension  of  the  rule  at 
this  time  is  this,  that  this  is  a  formal  order  to 
take  the  place  of  a  similar  order  introduced  and 
passed  three  weeks  ago,  and  the  reason  that  the 
new  order  is  before  us  is  because  the  city  solic- 
itor when  the  original  order  was  presented  to 
him  from  which  to  draw  up  a  contract  for  the 
purchase  of  the  ladder  truck,  stated  to  the  Board 
of  Fire  Commissioners,  as  I  was  informed  today 
by  them  that  it  was  not  specific  enough, — that 
the  order  should  state  as  to  who  the  ladder  truck 
was  to  be  purchased  from.  For  that  reason  the 
new  order  is  introduced,  and  I  ask  that  it  be 
put  through  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  would  like  to  ask  whether  or 
not  the  other  order  passed,  and  if  it  was  passed 
whether  it  would  not  be  in  order  to  rescind  the 
other  vote  before  we  passed  this  order? 

Mr.  Sanger— I  didn't  suppose  it  would  be 
necessary  to  rescind  the  former  order,  inasmuch 
as  the  city  solicitor  did  not  think  that  was  in 
proper  form,  and  no  action  can  be  taken  under 
it.  For  that  reason  the  original  order  is  null 
and  void,  the  new  order  taking  its  place. 

Mr.  Whall— I  would  suggest,  as  the  proper 
manner  of  procedure,  that  we  pass  this  legal 
order  now,  and  immediately  rescind  any  illegal 
order  we  have  passed.  Let  this  pass  now,  and 
immediately  rescind  the  former  order. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time.    Mr.  San- 
ger moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 
reading  clerk. 

The  President  offered  an  order— That  the 
city  auditor  be  directed  to  allow  and  pay  .to 
Joseph  O'Kane  the  sum  of  $100  for  his  services 
as  reading  clerk  for  the  Council  during  the 
present  year ;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  con- 
tingent fund  of  the  Common  Council. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Mr. 
Whall  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

INDEX  FOR  STATUTES. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order— That  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Ordinances  be 
and  they  hereby  are  authorized  to  expend  a 
sum  not  exceeding  f'250  for  the  preparation  of 
an  index  to  the  new  part  of  the  volume  of 
"Statutes  Relating  to  Boston" ;  said  expense  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  contingent 
expenses  of  Joint  Committee, 

Mr.  Whall  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  a  suspension  of  the 
rule,  that  the  order  mav  take  its  second  reading 
at  the  present  time,  and  that  being  done  I  will 
explain  what  seems  to  me  the  propriety  of  pass- 
ing this  order. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  to  inquire  what  sum 
is  mentioned  in  the  order— I  didn't  hear. 

The  Clerk— A  sum  not  exceeding  $250. 

Mr.  Ladd— It  seems  to  me  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  ought  to  give  us  an  explanation  before 
we  suspend  the  rule.  I  certainly  should  hope 
he  would.  It  seems  to  me  a  large  amount  of 
money  to  spend  for  the  indexing  of  a  very  small 
volume. 

The  rule  was  suspended ,  the  order  was  read  a 
second  time,  and  the  question  came  on  its 
passage. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  fact  is  this,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, that  the  volume  of  statutes  which  has 
been  stereotyped  has  been  indexed,  at  an  ex- 


pense of  $250,  by  order  of  the  Council.  In  addi- 
tion, we  were  told  to  go  on  and  complete  a 
companion  volume  containing  parts  that  were 
left  out  in  that  volume.  That  has  been  done  at 
an  expense  of  $150,  that  sum  having  been  voted 
before.  Now  it  is  necessary  to  provide  for  the 
indexing  of  from  150  to  200  pages  of  new  matter, 
and  the  sum  named  is  no  more  than  was  paid 
for  the  other,  and  is  by  no  means  a  large  com- 
pensation for  the  very  difficult  duty  of  making 
a  satisfactory  index.  But  beyond  that,  the  Coun- 
cil will  observe  that  this  merely  authorizes  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  not  to  expend  over 
that  sum,  and  they  will  use  their  judgment, 
of  course,  being  familiar  with  the  subject, 
as  to  what  is  a  right  and  proper  amount  to  pay 
for  the  indexing.  The  object  is  to  get  at  the 
volume  as  soon  as  possible.  The  printing  is 
nearly  completed,  and  the  index,  of  course, 
ought  to  be  started  and  carried  on  continously 
with  the  printing  of  the  volume  itself.  That  is 
the  reason  why  I  offered  the  order.  Last  year 
we  had  a  similar  thing  done,  and  had  to  pro- 
vide for  payment,  and  had  to  come  in  this  year 
to  get  the  money  to  pay  Mr.  Wharton  for  his 
very  admirable  index.  I  don't  believe  we  could 
get  him  to  do  this,  and  there  is  a  decided  hurry 
to  get  it  done.  It  will  be  done,  undoubtedly,  by 
suitable  persons.  The  committee  is  merely 
authorized  to  have  it  done.  I  hope  therefore 
that  the  Council  will  pass  the  order. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  certainly  shall  be  obliged  to  vote 
against  this  order  giving  the  large  sum  of 
$250  for  indexing  150  pages.  This  is  the 
largest  price  for  any  literary  work  that  I 
have  seen  mentioned  in  this  Council,  the 
Legislature  or  any  other  body.  It  seems  to  me 
it  is  extravagant,  and  I  have  noticed  that  gen- 
erally when  a  sum  is  appropriated  under  an 
order  that  they  are  not  to  exceed  such  a  sum,  it 
never  falls  much  below  that  sum.  The  sum  is 
all  expended  for  the  purpose,  and  the  person 
doing  the  work  feels  that  he  is  entitled  to  the 
full  sum  appropriated.  I  think  this  is  a  piece  of 
extravagance,  and  I  shall  certainly  vote 
against   it. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  am  very  sorry,  sir,  that  in 
the  closing  hours  of  this  Council  such  an  un- 
worthy attempt  should  be  made  to  make  preju- 
dice against  a  proper  expenditure  of  this  kind 
on  the  plea  that  it  is  extravagant.  I  do  know 
what  the  gentleman  probably  does  not  know, 
the  value,  importance  and  cost  of  making 
a  good  index.  I  have  had  to  have  a  great  deal 
of  that  work  done  myself  for  the  city.  I  know 
the  length  of  time  that  it  takes,  and  I  know 
that  it  is  impossible  to  make  any  suitable  index 
of  any  large  volume  of  any  considerable  body, 
except  at  a  relatively  large  cost ;  and,  moreover, 
it  is  the  rarest  thing  in  the  world  to  find  a 
suitable  person  to  make  an  index.  Any  one 
knowing  anything  about  literary  matters  will 
know  that  you  can  find  plenty  of  men  to 
make  speeches  and  plenty  of  men  to  preach 
about  economy,  and  plenty  of  men  to  do  almost 
everything  except  make  a  good  index.  There 
is  one  person  in  about  500  capable  of 
writing  a  book  who  can  make  a  suitable 
index.  We  have  already  for  two  years 
got  an  index  done  by  a  most  competent 
person,  namely,  Mr.  Wharton,  formerly.of  this 
Council,  and  I  know  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  the 
lawyers  whom  we  know  something  in  regard  to, 
have  felt,  and  persons  fit  to  judge  have  said, 
that  the  sum  of  $250  is  nothing  but  proper  and 
reasonable  for  any  such  work.  But  the  com- 
mittee will  not  waste  the  public  money,  and, 
Mr.  President,  after  all,  $250  is  not  such  an 
amazing  sum,  and  I  think  we  need  waste  no 
further  time  about  it. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 
Sent  up. 

distribution  of  wards. 

Mr.  F.  Morison  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  di- 
rected to  petition  the  Legislature  at  its  next 
session  for  the  passage  of  an  act  to  redistribute 
the  wards  of  the  city  of  Boston  substantially  in 
accordance  with  the  draft  hereto  annexed: 

An  act  to  redistribute  the  city  of  Boston  into 
wards  for  municipal  purposes. 

Section  1.  Within  30  days  from  the  passage  of 
this  act  the  Board  of  Assessors  of  the  City  of 
Boston  shall  proceed  to  redistrbute  the  wards 
of  said  city  so  that  every  ward  shall  contain  as 
nearly  as  possible  the  same  number  of  voters. 
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Provided,  that  the  division  lines  of  such  wards, 
where  not  on  natural  boundaries,  shall  be,  as 
far  as  possible,  the  centre  lines  of  known  streets 
or  ways. 

Sec.  2.  The  number  of  wards  shall  be  24.  and 
each  ward  shall  be  entitled  to  three  council- 
men. 

Sec.  3.  The  necessary  and  proper  expenses  of 
such  redistribution  shall  be  paid  Toy  the  city  of 
Boston,  and  shall  include  such  compensation  to 
the  Board  of  Assessors  for  the  duties  imposed 
on  them  by  this  act  as  the  City  Council  may 
determine. 

Sec.  4.  After  the  redistribution  of  wards  as 
aforesaid,  the  Board  of  Assessors  shall  proceed 
to  divide  said  city  into  12  aldermanic  districts, 
each  district  to  consist  of  two  wards  which  are 
in  some  part  of  their  boundary  lines  contiguous. 

Sec.  5.  Wherever  the  words  "ward"  or  "wards" 
occur  in  any  statute  relating  to  the  election  of 
the  City  Council  or  of  any  officer  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  or  to  the  qualifications  of  candidates,  or 
of  voters  at  any  municipal  election,  in  said  city, 
the  same  shall  be  taken  to  mean  the  ward  or 
wards  created  under  this  act. 

Sec '6.  Nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed 
as  affecting  the  present  wards  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton as  congressional  districts  now  or  hereafter, 
or  as  senatorial  or  representative  districts,  until 
after  the  taking  of  the  State  census  in  the  year 
1895,  provided  for  in  the  State  Constitution. 

Sec.  7.'  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  in  conflict 
with  this  act  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  8.  This  act  shall  take  effect  on  its  pas- 
sage. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  F.  Morison,  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances. 

EXEMPTION  OF  COMMON  LABORERS  FROM  CIVIL- 
SERVICE   STATUTES. 

Mr.  Gomez  offered  an  order— That  His  Honor 
the  Mayor  petition  the  Legislature  to  amend  the 
civil-service  statutes  so  as  to  exempt  from  its 
general  provisions  the  common  laborers  of  the 
departments  of  the  city  of  Boston. 

Specially  assigned  to  8.30  P.M.,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Gomez. 

STONY  BROOK. 

Mr.  Short  offered  an  order— That  the  mayor 
be  requested  to  ask  the  superintendent  of  sew- 
ers to  have  all  the  labor  employed  in  the  con- 
struction of  Stony  brook  during  the  coming  win- 
ter engaged  by  the  day. 

Specially  assigned  to  8.30  P.M.  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Short. 

HUGH  O'BRIEN   SCHOOLHOUSE. 

A  request  was  received  from  the  School  Com- 
mittee that  the  steam  pipes  in  the  basement  of 
the  Hugh  O'Brien  schoolhouse  be  covered  so  as 
to  economize  the  heat. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

REQUESTS     FOR    ADDITIONAL    APPROPRIATIONS 

Requests  were  received  from  the  city  auditor 
for  additional  appropriations  of  $2000  for  the 
contingent  fund,  joint  committees  (City  Doc. 
170),  and  of  >il5,000  for  the  appropriation  for  in- 
cidentals (City  Doc.  169). 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fowler  Nos.  1,  2  and  3  were 
acted  on  together,  viz: 

1.  Notice  of  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
whole  subject  of  widening  Emerson  street,  from 
Broadway  to  K  street. 

2.  Notice  of  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
order  asking  the  mayor  to  request  the  superin- 
tendent of  sewers  to  complete  the  sewer  in  De- 
catur and  Meridian  streets. 

3.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners 
of  fires  and  alarms  in  November. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 

4.  Reference  to  the  next  city  government  of 
the  message  of  the  mayor  in  relation  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  new  Roxbury  Higli  schoolhouse. 

The  Council  concurred  in  the  reference.  Mr. 
Lauten  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

Firemen's  Weekly  Holiday. 

5.  Order  requesting  the  Board  of  Fire  Commis- 
sioners to  report  to  the  City  Council  on  the  ex- 
pediency of  allowing  the  members  of  the  Fire 
Department  to  have  one  holiday  a  week. 

Mr.  Sanger— When  this  order  was  intro- 
duced into  the  Board  of  Aldermen  there  were 


no  remarks  made,  so  that  it  is  impossible  to 
judge  as  to  the  object  of  the  gentleman  who  in- 
troduced the  order.  To  my  mind  it  Is  a  reflec- 
tion upon  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners,  a 
criticism  upon  their  administration,  which,  it 
seems  to  me,  is  unfair,  and  should  not  be  made. 
It  is  a  reflection  and  criticism,  for  the  reason 
that  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  are  now 
authorized  to  grant  any  number  of  holidays  to 
the  members  of  the  department,  should  they 
think  such  a  course  was  proper.  By  the  rules 
which  appear  in  the  manual  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, issued  in  1S82,  and  which  are  in  force  to- 
day, the  members  of  the  department  are  allowed 
not  exceeding  two  days  in  each  month ;  they 
are  also  allowed  a  vacation  of  14  days  in  each 
year  without  loss  of  pay— a  more  liberal  course, 

I  am  informed,  than  is  adopted  by  any  other 
city  in  the  country.  In  addition  to  the  two  days 
each  month,  the  foremen  of  the  permanent  com- 
panies are  allowed  to  grant  leaves  of  absence 
not  exceeding  one  and  a  half  hours  at  a  time  to 
such  members  of  the  companies  as  ask  for  them, 
provided  the  efficiency  of  the  service  is  not  af- 
fected, their  rule  being  in  a  permament  compa- 
ny of  12  men  to  always  have  eight  men  ready  to 
answer  any  alarm  of  fire.  So  you  see,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, that  the  policy  of  the  Board  of  Fire 
Commissioners  is  a  liberal  one.  There  has 
been  no  complaint,  and  it  is  impossible 
to  understand  why  such  an  order  as  this  could 
have  been  introduced  into  the  City  Council  to 
interfere  with  the  workings  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment., The  Fire  Commissioners  are,  in  my 
opinion,  entitled  to  the  respect  and  confidence 
of  all  the  taxpayers  of  the  city,  and  it  is  not  for 
us  to  interfere  at  all  with  their  administration 
of  the  department.  The  relations  between  the 
board  and  the  officers  and  men  in  the  depart- 
ment are  very  harmonious  and  will  continue 
so,  so  long  as  the  city  government  will  keep 
such  orders  as  this  from  being  presented  to  the 
board  for  their  consideration.  Mr.  President,  I 
move  the  order  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Frost— After  listening  to  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  in  regard  to  this  order  I  desire  to 
say  that  I  second  his  motion  with  all  my  heart, 
and  1  hope  the  order  will  be  indefinitely  post- 
pened. 

Mr.  Leahy— I  hope  the  motion  will  not  pre- 
vail. As  the  order  stands  on  the  calendar,  it 
requests  the  Fire  Commissioners  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  doing,  a  certain  thing.  Now,  I 
would  rather  have  the  Fire  Commissioners  re- 
port back  to  the  Council  the  reasons,  if  there 
are  any,  why  they  cannot  do  it.  Their  reasons 
will  have  more  weight  than  anything  that  can 
be  said  in  this  Couneil.  I  know  that  a  large 
number  of  members  of  the  Fire  Department 
have  applied  for  this  thing,  and  they  desire  it 
verv  much  I  hope  the  order  will  pass  and  that 
the  board  will  report  back  to  us  their  recom- 
mendations and  reasons. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  trust  the  motion  will  prevail,  be- 
cause we  ought  not  to  place  the  Fire  Commission- 
ers in  a  position  which  will  indicate  that  they 
are  at  all  hostile  to  the  men  under  their  charge. 
Certainly  from  information  which  I  have  re- 
ceived from  the  Fire  Department  it  is  perfectly 
evident  that  the  report  of  the  Fire  Commission- 
ers must  be  against  granting  this  holiday,  be- 
cause it  is  not  as  convenient  for  the  department 
and  not  as  well  for  the  men  as  the  rule  which 
the  department  has  already  adopted,  which  rule 
practically  gives  the  men  what  is  equivalent  to 
one  day  in. the  week  as  a  holiday.  They  are  al- 
lowed 38  days  in  the  year,  for  which  they  have 
to  make  no  application,  and  in  addition  to  that 
they  are  allowed,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward 

II  has  explained,  certain  other  days  which  will 
probably  bring  the  holidays  up  to  52  days  in  the 
year.  That  is  all  this  order  contemplates ;  but  to 
carry  out  the  present  system  affects  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  department  much  less  than  would 
the  system  of  giving  them  regularly  one  day  in 
each  week.  I  have  made  special  inquiries,  and 
learn  from  the  department  that  it  cannot  be 
well  arranged  to  have  this  holiday  of  one  day  in 
each  week.  I  say  it  will  only  tend  to  create  a 
feeling  of  hostility  between  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioners and  the  men  in  the  department  if  we 
undertake  to  have  the  board  report  upon  this 
question.  Therefore,  I  hope  the  order  will  be 
indefinitely  postponed. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  was  de- 
clared carried.  Mr.  Gomez  doubted  the  vote 
and  on  his  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  wore  or- 
dered. 


DECEMBER     15,     1887 


10Q3 


The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  was  lost ; 
yeas  19,  nays  31: 

Yeas— Blurne,  Burr,  Clark,  Dewey,  Fottler. 
Fowler,  Frost,  Ladd,  Lattirnore.  Lauten.  F. 
Morison,  Perkins.  Sanger,  Shaw.  Snow,  E.  Sul- 
livan, Thayer,  Tuttle,  Wilson— 19. 

Nays— Atwood.  Barry.  Carroll,  Cochran,  Cole- 
man, Connolly,  Coyle,  Davern,  Desmond,  Fish- 
er, Foss,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Haggerty, 
Hayes,  Keliher,  Kelley.  Leary,  Mahoney,  Mc- 
Kenna  W.  H.  Murphy.  Nunan.  Reilly,  Short, 
J.  H.  Suliivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevens, 
Tracy,  Whall,  Wliitmore— 31. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Bowman,  Carstensen, 
Chamberlain,  Dolan.  iDuggan,  Dunn,  J.  Gal- 
lagher, Harrington.  Kennedy,  Light,  McEnaney, 
McNary,  F.  ft..  Morrison,  J.  Murphy,  J.  J.  Mur- 
phy, Norton,  O'Mealey,  Perry.  C.  C.  Powers,  E. 
J.  Powers,  Richards,  Webster— 22. 

Mr.  Sanger  moved  to  refer  to  the  Committee 
on  Fire  Department. 

Mr.  Gomez  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Sanger— I  hope  the  previous  question 
will  not  be  ordered,  for  the  reason  that  if  the 
previous  question  is  ordered  it  will  be  bringing 
a  political  consideration  into  the  discussion  of 
the  question,  and,  Mr.  President  and  gentlemen, 
the  minute  that  you  bring  politics  into  the  Fire 
Department  God  help  the  Fire  Department. 
That  is  all  I  can  say.  We  have  a  board  of  most 
excellent  men.  There  are  two  members  from 
the  opposite  side  of  the  house  there.  I  care  not 
whether  they  are  Republicans  or  Democrats,  but 
I  do  care,  as  a  citizen  of  Boston,  for  the  interest 
of  the  taxpayers,  that  the  Fire  Department 
shall  not  be  hampered  by  politics.  There 
have  been  matters  brought  to  the  atten- 
tion of  that  board,  and  I  speak  from 
knowledge,  whereby  they  have  been  urged 
to  do  certain  things,  and  not  to  do 
certain  other  things,  by  politicians  in 
this  city,  and  they  have  stood  out  to  this  day 
because  they  have  a  proper  idea  of  their  duty, 
and  having  such  an  idea  and  acting  as  they 
have,  they  will  be  supported  by  all  citizens  of 
Boston  who  have  the  interests  of  the  city  at 
heart.  The  gentlemen  of  the  Council  are  making 
a  great  mistake.  It  is  of  no  use  to  protest ;  I  arn 
satisfied  of  that,  and  the  Fire  Commissioners 
will  send  in  a  report  to  this  body  which  will  be 
perhaps  a  surprise  and  may  affect  them  in  the 
minds  of  politicians  in  the  city,  bvit  it  will 
strengthen  them  in  the  minds  of  the  taxpayers. 

Mr.  Leary— If  it  was  before  election  I  might 
take  some  interest  or  believe  some  of  the  re- 
marks the  gentleman  has  made,  but  after  elec- 
tion I  cannot  see  for  the  life  of  me  where  poli- 
tics would  come  in.  It  is  simply  a  question  of 
whether  the  Fire  Commissioners  will  consider 
the  expediency  of  allowing  men  in  their  de- 
partment one  day  a  week.  Now  the  whole 
question  is  this,  and  nothing  more.  Should  the 
men  in  the  Fire  Department  receive  one  day  a 
week?  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  they  should.  I 
believe  there  are  no  men  in  the  city  of  Boston 
harder  worked  or  who  have  to  work  longer 
hours,  than  the  men  in  the  Fire  Department. 
There  is  no  question  about  that,  They  are  the 
longest  worked  people  in  the  whole  city  of  Bos- 
ton. The  whole  question  comes  down  to  this— 
is  one  day  a  week  too  much  for  them  to  re- 
ceive? That  is  all  there  is  to  it.  There  is  no 
politics  about  it  that  I  can  see,  and  I  hope  the 
members  of  the  Council  will  vote  to  re- 
fer the  matter  to  the  Fire  Commission- 
ers and  have  them  report.  If  they  can 
five  good  reasons  why  it  should  not 
e  done,  we  can  kill  it  when  it  comes  back,  but 
let  us  at  least  get  good  reasons  from  the  Fire 
Department. 

Mr.  Fottler— Before  the  matter  is  decided  I 
would  ask  some  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Fire  Department  whether,  if  this  order  is  grant- 
ed, allowing  them  a  holiday  a  week,  it  would 
not  necessitate  an  increase  of  the  force? 

Mr.  Whitmore  and  Mr.  Sanger  addressed  the 
Chair,  and  Mr.  Whitmore  was  recognized. 

Mr.  Sanger— I  would  like  to  answer  that 
question. 

Mr.  Whitmore  yielded  the  floor. 

Mr.  Sanger— I  can  only  say  in  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  10,  that  it  is  perfectly  ap- 
parent that  if  one  holiday  a  week  should  be 
granted  to  the  members  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, they  now  working  the  full  week,  that  the 
work  could  not  be  accomplished  as  it  is 
today  without  employing  an  additional 
number  of  men.    That,  it  seems  to  me,  will  be 


perfectly  apparent  to  all  the  members  of  the 
Council. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Being  a  stranger  to  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  and  its  workings,  and  deriving  my 
knowledge  of  this  matter  simply  from  these  pa- 
pers before  us,  I  should  be  really  pleased  to  know 
what  has  brought  my  friend  on  my  left  to  the 
verge  of  profanity  hi  invoking  the  deity  to  take 
care  of  the  Fire  Department  in  a  certain  con- 
tingency, when  the  only  point  of  difference  be- 
tween the  order  and  his  own  motion  is  this:  The 
order  says  we  request  the  Fire  Commissioners 
to  express  an  opinion,  and  the  gentleman 
moved  to  refer  that  order  to  the  Committee  on 
Fire  Department.  That  is  the  only  difference 
between  the  motion  he  made  and  the  motion 
which  he  refused,  with  so  much  fervor,  to  have 
the  Council  entertain,  Now,  sir,  I  don't  know 
why  the  Fire  Commissioners  shouldn't  give  an 
honest  answer  to  a  request— notning  but  a  re- 
quest—from the  City  Council  as  to  the  expedi- 
ency of  doing  a  certain  thing.  If  it  was  an  in- 
struction to  them  I  could  understand  why  the 
gentleman  should  get  so  heated,  but  I  think  he 
failed  to  notice  the  wording  of  the  order.  It  is 
simply  that  the  Fire  Commissioners  be  requested 
to  report  on  the  expediency  of  doing  a  certain 
thing,  and  therefore  I  hope,  sir,  that  the  motion 
to  refer  will  be  cut  off  by  the  motion  for  the  pre- 
vious question,  and  that  the  Council  will  ask  that 
the  Fire  Commissioners  report  to  the  Council  on 
the  expediency  of  certain  action.  I  hope  the 
previous  question  will  be  ordered. 

Mr.  Gomez— The  only  thing  that  strikes  me 
as  remarkable  in  this  question  is  the  fact  of 
saying  that  there  is  a  political  feature  in  it.  I 
don't  suppose  that  this  is  the  time  to  talk 
politics,  immediately  after  one  election,  with 
the' next  one  a  whole  year  ahead.  It  seems  to 
me  that  this  order  would  have  been  very  likely 
to  have  been  lost  if  I  had  not  called  for  a  yea 
and  nay  vote ;  and  decidedly  there  was  no 
political  feature  about  it  so  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, because  I  am  a  defeated  candidate  and 
cannot  look  to  any  future,  politically.  I  do  think 
that  the  order  ought  to  pass,  because  I  know  for  a 
moral  certainty  that  the  men  in  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment today  are  almost  slaves  in  the  way  that 
their  hours  are  arranged.  We  are  not  compell- 
ing the  Fire  Commissioners  to  give  these  gen- 
tlemen a  day  off.  We  simply  ask  them,  Is  it 
practical?  Is  it  expedient?  and  we  leave  them 
to  answer.  If  they  say  it  cannot  be  done,  why 
then  that  is  all  there  is  about  it.  I  don't  see 
where  the  harm  is ;  I  don't  see  where  the  reflec- 
tion is  upon  the  Fire  Commissioners.  There  is 
one  gentleman  in  that  board,  a  very  particular 
friend  of  mine,  Mr.  Tobin  of  South  Boston,  a 
gentleman  whom  I  thought  was  a  good  man  for 
the  place,  and  I  liked  to  see  him  nominated  and 
confirmed.  Therefore  I  would  be  the  last  man 
who  would  do  anything  to  reflect  upon  that 
board.  I  have  been  taking  an  interest  in  this 
thing  because  I  thought  it  was  a  good  measure, 
if  nothing  more.  I  assure  this  Council  that,  so 
far  as  I  am  concerned,  there  can  be  no  politics 
about  it  whatever,  and  I  trust  that  the  original 
order  as  it  is  on  the  calendar  here  will  pass. 

Mr.  Sanger — I  wish  to  say  simply,  in  reply  to 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  13,  that  I  may  have 
spoken  in  heat,  but  I  feel  strongly  in  this  mat- 
ter. My  idea  is  that  we  should  not  interfere 
with  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners,  who  are 
doing  excellently  well.  Ihe  firemen  have  been 
treated  generously  by  the  city  government  this 
year.  The  salaries  of  the  permanent  men  were 
increased  to  $1200  a  year,  and  1  think  if  the  rec- 
ord is  looked  up,  it  will  be  found  that  there  was 
substantially  no  opposition  to  the  increase  of 
pay.  Such  a  course  it  seemed  to  me  was  a  prop- 
er one  under  the  circumstances.  Then  again 
the  Fire  Department  become  such  and  are  en- 
gaged by  the  city  of  Boston,  fully  understand- 
ing what  their  holidays  are  to  be,  and  they  are 
satisfied,  with  few  exceptions.  Those  few  ex- 
ceptions are  men  who  ask— and  I  say  it  with 
some  hesitation — who  ask  and  beg  to  be  allowed 
to  have  a  leave  of  absence  on  eleciion  day,  and 
their  requests  are  not  complied  with  because 
such  requests  are  not  considered  proper  in  the 
opinion  of  the  board,  and  I  believe  every  gen- 
tleman here  would  consider  that  such  a 
request  was  not  proper,  and  that  the  board  is 


perfectly  right  in  the  course  they  have  taken. 
My  simple  objection  is,  as  I  say,  that  it  is  not 
for  the  Council  to  interfere  with  the  harmoni- 


ous workings  of  the  Fire  Department. 
Mr.  Leary — I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
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gentleman  who  has  last  spoken  to  one  fact,  that 
in  case  the  Fire  Commissioners  should  consider 
this  proper  to  do,  the  men  will  not  get  any  one 
day  off,  but  it  will  be  left  to  be  arranged  by  the 
department.  As  I  said  before,  it  all  depends 
upon  the  answer  the  commissioners  will  give. 
It  may  be  that  they  will  sit  on  the  order  so 
forcibly  that  the  Council  couldn't  possibly  pass 
it,  and  I  think  the  better  way  would  be  to  pass 
the  order  for  the  request  and  get  the  opinion 
of  the  Fire  Department  and  see  just  what  they 
think  about  it.  Then  we  can  act  intelligently, 
and  not  before. 

The  Chair— The  time  for  debate  has  expired. 
The  question  before  the  house  is,  shall  the  main 
question  be  now  put? 

The  main  question  was  declared  ordered,  Mr. 
Wilson  doubted  the  vote  and  on  his  motion  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.  The  main  ques- 
tion was  ordered ;  yeas  36,  nays  16 : 

"Yeas — Atwood,  oarroil,  Carstensen,  Chamber- 
lain, Cochran,  Coleman,  Connolly,  Coyle, 
Davern,  Desmond.Fisher,  P.J.Gallagher.Gomez, 
Haggerty,  Harrington,  Hayes,  Keliher,  Kelley, 
Lattimore,  Lauten,  Leary,  Mahoney.  McKenna, 
McNary,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Nunan.  Reilly,  Short, 
J.  H.  Sullivan.  R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevens, 
Tracy,  Tuttle.Whall,  Whitmore,— 36. 

Nays— Blume,  Burr,  Clark,  Dewey,  Fottler, 
Frost,  Ladd,  F.  Morison,  Perkins,  C.  C.  Powers, 
Sanger,  Shaw,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  Thayer,  Wil- 
son—16. 

Absent  <  r  not  voting — Barry,  Bowman,Dolan, 
Duggan,  Dunn,  Foss,  Fowler,  J.  Gallagher, 
Kennedy,  Light,  McEnaney,  F.  R.  Morrison.  J. 
Murphy,  J.  J.  Murphy,  Norton,  O'Mealey, 
Perry,  E.  J.  Powers.  Richards,  Webster— 20. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  put 
upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Ladd— Before  this  order  is  passed  I  simply 
want  to  add  one  fact  which  I  learned  today  at 
City  Hall,  and  that  is,  not  only  will  additional 
men  be  required  in  the  department,  if  this  one 
day's  holiday  a  week  is  given,  but  in  some  com- 
panies, owing  to  the  number  of  men  employed 
and  owing  to  the  impossibility  of  so  arranging 
the  days  for  the  men  to  be  off,  it  will  be  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  double  the  force  of  the  com- 
panies. I  don't  think  the  city  of  Boston  is  pre- 
pared to  do  that.  One  thing  more :  I  recognize 
the  difference  between  before  and  after  election. 
Before  election  all  orders  of  this  kind  were  in- 
definitely postponed;  now  they  are  hurriedly 
passed. 

Mr.  Gomez— It  appears  to  me  that  such  a  state- 
ment, made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10, 
that  the  granting  of  a  holiday  once  a  week,  will 
require  the  doubling  of  the!  entire  Fire  Depart- 
ment of  the  city  of  Boston,  is  ridiculous  on  the 
face  of  it,  and— 

Mr.  Ladd— Will  the  gentleman  allow  me  to 
correct  him? 

Mr.  Gomez— Certainly. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  did  not  say  it  would  double  the 
whole  force  of  the  Fire  Department.  I  said  it 
would  double  the  force  of  some  companies  in 
the  Fire  Department. 

Mr.  Gomez— At  all  events.even  that.I  imagine, 
is  rather  ridiculous,  because  if  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment can  give  two  days  in  a  month  and  get 
along,  I  do  not  see  why  adding  two  more  holi- 
days in  each  month — which  will  be  one  day  in 
a  week— will  require  such  an  exaggerated  en- 
largement of  the  force.  But,  Mr.  President,  I 
do  not  see  that  this  matter  requires  any  argu- 
ment. It  is  simply  a  request  to  the  Fire  Com- 
missioners to  do  a  certain  tiling,  if  it  is  expe- 
dient, and  if  it  is  not  expedient  they  will  let  us 
know  it.  I  prefer  to  have  a  report  from  them 
officially  rather  than  to  have  a  statement  by 
any  member  of  the  Council,  from  some  hearsay 
information  which  he  may  have  obtained  hur- 
riedly, or  in  such  a  manner  that  he  probably 
does  not  give  us  correct  information.  I  trust 
the  order  will  pass. 

The  order  was  declared  passed.  Mr.  Frost 
doubted  the  vote,  the  Council  was  divided,  29 
in  favor,17  against,  and  the  order  was  declared 
passed.  Mr.  Fisher  doubted  the  vote  and  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  not  ordered. 

The  order  was  declared  passed  in  concurrence. 
Mr.  Leary  moved  to  reconsider :  lost. 

past  assignments. 

The  Chair  called  up  thepast  assignments,  viz. : 

7.  Report  of  Judiciary  Committee,  no  further 

action  necessary  on  part  of  Common  Council, 

under  the  notice  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen 


of  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  order  re- 
questing the  Street  Commissioners  to  take  cer- 
tain land  for  widening  Beacon  street. 

The  question  was  on  the  acceptance  of  the  re- 
port. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  move  that  this  matter  be  re- 
ferred, as  was  a  similar  matter,  to  the  Finance 
Committee. 

Mr.  Whitmore— This  matter  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Judiciary,  The  only  ques- 
tion before  them  was  whether  there  was  any 
informality  or  impropriety  in  the  notice  being 
given.  The  way  in  which  the  matter  was 
Drought  was  very  peculiar.  The  measure  had 
been  referred  to  a  joint  committee,  whose  re- 
port, by  direction  of  the  committee,  was 
made  in  the  other  branch;  and  the  question 
came  whether,  under  joint  rule  No.  12,  it  was 
necessary  that  there  should  be  a  report  made 
of  the  action  of  the  other  branch,  by  which 
the  order  was  indefinitely  postponed.  That 
was  the  only  question  whatever  that  came  be- 
fore the  Judiciary  Committee.  Our  joint  rule 
says  that  whenever  a  matter  is  indefinitely  post- 
poned notice  shall  be  given  to  the  branch  in 
which  the  order  originated.  It  was  a  very,  close 
question  as  to  whether  or  not  an  order  intro- 
duced in  this  branch,  sent  to  a  committee,  and 
by  that  committee  reported  to  the  other  branch, 
originated  in  this  "branch,  because  it  might  be 
contended  that  when  a  matter  was  sent  to  a 
committee  it  died  in  that  stage,  and  when  the 
committee  reported  it  the  committee  originated 
it,  that  being  the  first  official  action  taken,  and 
it  would  be  a  question  then  whether  or  not  this 
order  did  not  originate  in  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men ;  and  if  it  was  indefinitely  postponed  there 
whether  or  not  we  were  not  entitled  to  any  no- 
tice. But,  sir,  we  found  by  reference  to  the 
clerks  of  the  two  branches  that  it  had  been  the 
custom,  at  all  events,  of  the  two  branches  to 
send  the  notice  in  such  cases.  It  is  purely  a  mat- 
ter of  courtesy  and  no  harm  can  be  done.  There- 
fore we  reported  that  such  had  been  the  cus- 
tom, whether  right  or  wrong,  and  that  no  fur- 
ther action  was  necessary.  With  that  decision 
of  the  committee  I  hope  the  Council  will  agree, 
because  we  can  do  nothing  any  way ;  the  other 
branch  having  disposed  of  it,  that  is  the  end  of 
it.  Whether  or  not  they  were  bound,  under  our 
rules,  to  notify  us,  was  merely  a  question  of  the 
most  trifling  value  and  interest,  even  to  persons 
who  are  very  fond  of  the  technicalities  of  par- 
liamentary law.  The  committee  having  fully 
considered  the  matter,  and  finding  that  the 
Council  can  do  nothing  any  way,  I  hope  we  shall 
accept  the  report  and  return  thanks  to  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  for  their  courtesy. 

Mr.  Ladd— it  will  be  perhaps  remembered  by 
the  Council  that  a  short  time  ago— 1  think  it  was 
the  meeting  before  this— an  order  in  regard  to 
the  widening  of  Beacon  street  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  and  that  there  is  an  or- 
der on  our  table  at  present  which  has  reference 
to  the  same  matter.  My  only  purpose  in  making 
the  motion  to  refer  to  the  Finance  Committee 
was  that  they  might  have  all  matters  connected 
with  that  subject  before  them  when  they  came 
to  consider  it,  and  that  their  action  in  the  mat- 
ter might  not  be  forestalled  by  the  action  taken 
by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  if  that  Board  has 
taken  such  action  which  practically  defeats  a 
measure.  I  understand  that  it  is  not  really  de- 
feated until  we  concur  in  that  action.  There- 
fore if  we  concur  in  their  action  by  accepting  the 
report  of  this  cominfttee  and  giving  no  further 
consideration  to  the  matter,  that,  as  I  under- 
stand it.  would  be  practically  concurring  with  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  and  that' will  dispose  of  the 
matter  so  that  the  Finance  Committee  would 
not  have  it  in  their  hands  to  act  upon  as  it  would 
if  this  report  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  should 
be  referred  to  them  with  the  order  which  was 
referred  to  them  at  a  previous  meeting,  and 
with  the  order  that  stands  upon  our  calendar. 
I  think  the  action  of  the  committee  is  correct, 
and  I  hope  the  action  they  recommend  will  be 
taken  by  the  Finance  Committee.  But  I  fear 
tnat  it  will  so  affect  the  action  of  the  Council 
that  it  will  bo  necessary  to  begin  anew  next 
year.  That  is  the  reason  I  wish  to  have  the  mat- 
ter referred  to  the  Finance  Committee.  I  trust 
the  gentleman  will  raise  no  further  objection  to 
the  reference. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  gentleman  is  entirely  in 
error  in  regard  to  the  facts  of  the  case.  We 
have  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  the  order  itself. 
The  question  is  merely  upon  placing  on  file  the 
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notice  that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  had  killed 
the  order.  There  is  nothing  to  go  to  the  Finance 
Committee  except  that  notice.  The  gentleman 
cannot  by  this  reference  resuscitate  the  order ; 
there  is  no  life  in  it.  Either  branch  has  a  right 
to  kill  a  measure.  They  having  killed  the 
measure,  the  question  was  whether  they  were 
bound  to  send  us  the  notice.  Having  got  the 
notice  we  cannot  go  beyond  it.  Either  branch 
can  kill  a  measure  and  it  will  not  go  back  to  the 
branch  in  which  it  originated;  it  would  go 
back  only  in  case  it  was  amended,  and  the 
question  would  be  whether  the  branch  should 
concur  or  non-concur.  The  rule  we  are  acting 
under  is  Rule  12,  which  says  that  if  any  order 
or  resolution  originating  in  one  branch  shall 
fail  to  pass  in  the  other  branch,  notice  shall 
be  given  by  the  clerk  to  the  branch  in  which 
it  originated.  That  is  all  there  is.  The  notice 
has  been  given.  Whether  we  accept  or  do  not 
accept  the  notice  the  order  was  actually  killed 
in  the  other  branch.  The  reason  that  rule 
was  put  in— I  drafted  it  a  few  years  ago  in  con- 
sultation with  other  gentlemen— was  that  it 
seemed  right  and  proper  that  there  should  be 
some  notice  on  the  records  of  the  branch 
where  it  originated,  if  it  was  actually  killed. 
Formerly  if  a  paper  originated  in  this  branch 
and  was  killed  in  the  other  branch,  a  person 
would  have  to  go  down  to  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men and  look  over  their  records  to  find  out 
about  it.  I  think  it  was  Mr.  Bailey,  who  was  on 
the  committee  when  the  rule  first  went  into  op- 
eration, that  said  it  was  merely  to  complete  the 
record.  Having  received  the  notice,  the  gentle- 
man will  see  that  merely  accepting  this  report 
cannot  in  any  way  prejudice  the  order  now  be- 
fore the  Finance  Committee.  If  this  reference 
should  be  carried  it  will  not  carry  the  subject 
matter  of  the  order  to  the  Finance  Committee 
at  all,  but  will  merely  carry  the  formal  notice 
that  on  a  certain  occasion  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men killed  this  order.  That  is  just  the  reverse 
of  what  the  gentleman  intends.  They  may  as 
members  know  that  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
took  such  action,  but  they  would  not  know  it 
officially  as  a  committee.  But  if  this  reference 
prevails  the  Finance  Committee  will  be  com- 
pelled to  take  official  notice  of  the  fact  that  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  killed  this  order.  I  think 
the  proper  action  is  to  accept  the  report  of  the 
Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  Labd— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman 
one  question, whether  he  understands  that  order 
No.  21,  which  is  on  the  table,  can,  if  this  report 
is  accepted,  be  taken  from  the  table  on  a  mo- 
tion and  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee? 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  think  the  Chair  is  fully  ca- 
pable of  answering  that  question. 

The  Chair— The  Chair  would  state  that  it  is 
perfectly  competent  for  any  member,  if  he  can 
get  votes  enough,  to  take  the  matter  from  the 
table,  and,  if  the  Council  sees  fit,  to  have  it  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Ladd— Under  that  ruling  I  withdraw  my 
motion. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

The  Chair  called  up  the  past  assignment,  viz. : 

8.  Report  of  Judiciary  Committee,  submitting 
the  opinion  of  the  corporation  counsel  on  the 
power  of  the  City  Council  to  direct  the  heads  of 
departments  to  do  any  certain  work. 

Accepted  in  concurrence. 

The  Chafr  called  up  the  past  assignment,  viz. : 

9.  Report  of  Committee  on  Judiciary  and  or- 
der (new  draft)  to  allow  stalls  to  be  kept  open 
for  business,  in  markets  controlled  by  the  city, 
on  legal  holidays  which  occur  on  Saturday  or 
Monday,  until  8  A.  M. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  to  amend  the  order, 
simply  as  a  matter  of  form,  by  changing  it  to 
the  form  of  an  ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  46 
or  the  Revised  Ordinances.  My  recollection  is 
that  the  committee  directed  me  to  make  a 
draft  either  of  an  order  or  an  ordinance,  as 
seemed  better,  although  I  am  not  sure  that  a 
vote  was  taken.  At  all  events,  I  did  not  attend 
to  it  at  the  time.  But  after  seeing  it  in  print  it 
occurred  to  me  that  it  should  be  in  the  form  of 
an  ordinance  instead  of  an  order.  I  therefore 
move  to  substitute  the  following: 

An  Ordinance 
To  Amend  Chapter  46  of  the  Revised  Ordinances. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Chapter  46  of  the  Revised  Ordinan- 
ces of  1885  is  hereby  amended  by  adding  the  fol- 
lowing section : 


Sec.  22.  Any  person  hiring  from  the  city  of 
Boston  a  stall  in  any  market  controlled  by  said 
city,  shall  be  allowed  to  keep  such  stall  open 
for  business  on  any  legal  holiday  which  occurs 
on  a  Saturday  or  Monday,  up  to  the  hour  of  8 
o'clock  A.M.  of  such  day,  without  thereby  preju- 
dicing his  rights  under  his  lease  from  said  city. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  would  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  to  allow  this  ordinance  to  be  as- 
signed to  half-past  9.  I  have  been  busy  about 
the  hall  tonight,  and  have  not  had  time  to  ex- 
amine some  notes  I  had,  but  which  I  cannot  now 
find, 

Mr.  Whitmore  suggested  a  quarter  before  9, 
Mr.  R.  Sullivan  consented,  and  further  consider- 
ation on  the  subject  was  specially  assigned  to  a 
quarter  before  9  o'clock. 

The  Chair  called  up  the  past  assignment,  viz.  : 

10.  Order  requesting  the  Board  of  Police  to 
furnish  the  City  Council  certain  information 
in  regard  to  robberies  reported  during  the  past 
six  months. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Gomez— Before  this  order  is  put  upon  its 
passage  I  have  a  few  facts  here  that  I  wish  to 
give  the  Council,  because  I  understood  that  a 
movement  or  an  effort  might  be  made  to  send 
this  to  some  committee  and  have  it  assassinated 
there  and  not  hear  from  it  for  the  rest  of  the 
year.  This  order  is  a  very  good  one ;  there  is 
nothing  political  about  it.  Every  now  and  then 
we  hear  an  insinuation  or  a  remark  thrown  out 
when  an  order  of  this  kind  is  offered  that  it  is 
done  for  political  claptrap  or  buncombe.  There- 
fore I  wish  to  state  right  here  at  the  very  be- 
ginning that  I,  as  the  one  who  offered  this  order, 
not  as  its  originator,  stand  ready  to  say  that 
there  is  nothing  political  about  it,  and  it  is 
something  which  1  should  like  to  see  every  Re- 
publican and  every  Democrat  in  this  Council 
vote  for.  The  object  of  getting  this  report  will  be, 
in  a  measure, to  give  information  to  the  citizens  of 
Boston,  so  that  They  may  take  warning  not  to  be 
reckless  and  careless  in  the  management  of 
their  doors,  and  in  that  way  they  will  assist  the 
police  of  Boston  in  protecting  themselves  and 
their  property  against  thieves.  The  police  don't 
like  to  have  these  robberies  recorded,  because  on. 
the  face  of  it  it  appears  probably  as  though  the 
police  were  not  doing  their  duty,  and  robberies 
of  late  have  been  so  frequent,  there  has  been 
such  a  carnival  of  crime  in  Boston  in  the  nature 
of  robberies,  that  the  reports  in  the  daily  papers 
have  been  almost  too  monotonous  for  the  police, 
and  the  police  officials  have  endeavored  to  con- 
ceal from  the  press  of  Boston  the  information 
which  the  citizens  of  Boston  should  have.  I 
have  here  a  list  of  some  important  robberies 
that  have  not  been  recorded,  and  they  have 
been  robberies  that  we  should  ki?ow  something 
about : 

Nov.  27— John  Stetson's  diamonds,  $2135. 

Nov.  27 — Estabi  ook  &  Eaton's  store ;  Pennsyl- 
vania Mutual  Life  Company's  office,  $120.  This 
same  night  John  O'Leary  was  assaulted  and 
gagged  on  Phillips  street  and  robbed. 

Nov.  24— Highway  robbers  spit  tobacco  juice 
in  Cyrus  W.  Harris's  eyes  and  robbed. 

Nov.  17— Residence  of  Fred  A.  Whitwell,  230 
Marlboro  street,  $300. 

Nov.  22— House  of  Mrs.  Carrie  Lewis,  41  Rut- 
land square,  $100. 

Nov.  30— House  of  George  E.  Orrok,  43  Sher- 
man street,  $100. 

Oct.  5— Rooms  of  the  Bostonian  Society. 

Dec.  3— Shop  of  Flynn  Bros. 

Dec.  4— Store  of  Charles  E.  Haley  &  Co.,  11 
Avon  street,  $1000. 

Dec.  4— Old  South  Clothing  Store;  houses  of 
Mary  DesMond,  No.  115  Sixth  street;  Benjamin 
James,  11  Thomas  park ;  store  of  Jere  Grady,  154 
Chelsea  street;  store  of  R.  Butler  &  Co.,  333 
Broad  street. 

Dec.  2— Residence  of  E.  H.  Weir,  60  Harrison 
avenue ;  store  of  Oak  Grove  Farm  Creamery. 

It  is  nothing  more  than  right  that  the  citizens 
of  Boston  should  know  of  these  robberies  that 
occur  so  frequently.  It  is  nothing  more  than 
right  that  they  should  know  that  it  is  necessary 
for  them  to  be  a  little  more  cautious,  and  not  to 
throw  sole  dependence  on  the  police.  You  can- 
not expect  one  policeman,  who  has  a  route 
probably  anywhere  from  an  eighth  of  a  mile  to 
an  entire  mile  square,  to  look  after  all  the 
houses  in  that  territory,  and  it  is  no  more  than 
right  that  our  citizens  should  be  careful  of  their 
property  to  a  certain  extent  themselves.  For 
these  reasons,  Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen,  I 
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think  it  is  nothing  more  than  proper  that  the 
Council  should  pass  this  order  for  the  sake  of 
getting  this  report,  and  it  would  probahly  he  a 
good  thing  if  the  department  reported  to  this 
body  once  a  week  the  robberies  committed  in 
this  city,  and  in  how  many  cases  property  has 
been  recovered  and  convictions  made,  if  any.  I 
hope  this  order  will  pass  through  tonight,  and 
that  it  will  not  be  referred  to  any  committee. 
"We  are  coming  to  the  end  of  the  year,  and  these 
are  facts  that  the  citizens  of  Boston  wish  to 
know.  The  order  was  placed  in  my  hands  by 
the  reporters,  and  at  their  suggestion  it  is  here. 
The  order  originated  with  them. 

Mr.  C.  C.  Powers- I  have  listened  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  13,  and  I 
fail  to  see  any  reason  why  this  order  should 
pass.  But  I  think  I  can  offer  a  few  suggestions 
for  the  consideration  of  this  Council  that  will 
have  a  somewhat  different  bearing.  It  might 
be  a  good  thing  if  they  should  report  to  this 
Council  every  week,  as  the  gentleman  says.  I 
do  not  know  as  to  that ;  hut  he  is  not  coming  to 
the  right  source  from  which  to  obtain  that  re- 
port. He  must  go  to  the  Legislature.  I  think 
it  is  high  time  that  this  Council  ceased  to  waste 
its  energies  and  time  in  discussing  and  passing 
such  orders  as  these  orders,  witli  which  this 
Council  as  a  legislative  body  has  no  concern 
whatever,  and  out  of  which  no  good  can  arise. 
If  the  police  see  fit  to  make  certain  rules  and 
regulations  excluding  certain  secrets  of  theirs 
from  the  reporters,  I  don't  know  what  that  is  to 
us.  Chapter  323  of  the  Statutes  of  1885,  which 
established  the  Police  Commission,  provides  in 
Section  2,  that  "the  Board  of  Police  shall  have 
power  to  appoint  and  establish  and  organize  the 
police  of  said  city  of  Boston,  and  make  all  need- 
ful rules  and  regulations  for  its  efficiency." 
We  have  no  concern  as  a  legislative  body  as  to 
what  those  rules  are.  That  same  chapter  estab- 
lishes what  our  connection  with  the  Police 
Commission  and  the  Police  Department  is.  It 
simply  hits  us  in  two  points.  One  is  that  they 
cannot  raise  a  salary,  without  our  concurrent 
action  of  any  policeman,  and  the  other  is  that 
they  cannot  increase  the  number  beyond  a  cer- 
otain  point  without  consulting  us,  and  it  is  in 
those  two  particulars  alone  that  we  have  any- 
thing to  do  with  the  Police  Department  or  the 
management  of  it.  Now  my  friend  from  Ward 
13  asks  that  they  furnish  a  detailed  statement 
for  six  months  past.  That,  I  presume,  means  a 
printed  statement.  That  involves  expense— how 
much  expense  is  not  clear,  and  whether  or  not  it 
is  best  to  have  them  labor  to  get  those  statistics 
and  record  them  and  report  them,  besides  the 
expense  of  printing,  I  do  not  know.  This  has 
not  been  to  any  committee  to  find  out.  I  will 
call  your  attention  to  the  provisions  of  Section 
4  of  that  chapter,  and  under  that  section  not 
one  dollar  of  the  money  we  have  appropriated 
to  the  Police  Department  can  be  expended  for 
the  purpose  of  complying  with  that  order.  Then 
where  is  the  money  to  come  from?  I  will  read 
the  portions  of  that  section  which  apply  to 
money  matters.  After  stating  their  salaries 
and  those  of  their  clerks,  and  providing  the  ac- 
commodations for  them  that  they  require,  it  says : 

"All  expense  for  the  maintenance  of  build- 
ings, the  pay  of  the  police  and  all  incidental  ex- 
penses incurred  in  the  administration  of  the 
said  police  shall  be  paid  by  the  city  of  Boston 
upon  the  requisition  of  said  Board." 

Now  this  is  not  an  incidental  expense,  and 
that  is  the  only  place  where  it  can  come  in.  It 
is  not  an  "incidental  expense  incurred  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  said  police,"  and  that  is  the 
language  of  the  statute.  Therefore  there  is  no 
money  in  their  department  for  it,  and  if  it  costs 
something  it  should  go  to  softie  committee  to 
provide  means,  if  we  have  a  right  to  pass  any 
such  order,  which  I  deny.  This  body  nas  no 
right  whatever  to  pass  any  such  order.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  it  has  been  of  great  advantage  to 
the  police  that  the  crimes  be  kept  a  secret  for  a 
time  at  least,  and  when  they  do  so  and  conceal 
the  information  from  the  reporters  it  is  not  to 
conceal  crime  but  to  discover  the  criminals. 
That  is  their  purpose,  and  that  alone.  Then 
again  we  have  reports  from  the  police,  if  our 
friend  will  take  the  pains  to  examine  them, 
which  he  has  not,  I  believe.  Section  7  provides 
that: 

"The  Board  of  Police  shall  make  a  detailed  re- 
port of  its  doings  quartely  to  the  mayor  of  said 
city,  and  annually  to  the  governor  of  the  Com- 
monwealth in  the  month  of  December." 


He  can  examine  the  last  three  quarterly  re- 
ports, and  the  fourth  will  be  out  in  a  few  days, 
and  he  can  also  examine  the  yearly  report  which 
will  be  made  to  the  governor  of  the  Common- 
wealth. From  them  I  think  he  can  obtain  all 
the  information  that  it  is  necessary  for  the  citi- 
zens to  have.  I  don't  believe  in  the  passage  of 
such  orders  as  these  We  have  passed  similar 
ones  over  and  over  again  relative  to  the  differ- 
ent departments,  which  they  say  they  could  not 
comply  with  them,  and  so  they  have  not  com- 
plied with,  and  even  the  corporation  coun- 
sel when  asked  about  them  has  told  us  it  was 
something  with  which  we  had  no  concern,  and 
certainly  of  all  departments  which  have  any 
connection  with  the  city  of  Boston  the  Police 
Department  is  the  most  distinct  and  separate 
from  this  legislative  body.  I  don't  know  as  I 
need  to  add  anything  further.  I  think  that  this 
matter  should  be  indefinitely  postponed,  or  it 
should  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Police. 
But  as  there  are  other  members  who  may  desire 
to  discuss  this  matter,  I  will  not  make  a  motion 
at  present. 

Mr.  F.  Morison— I  make  the  motion  that  this 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Police,  and  for 
the  purpose  of  showing  my  friend  from  Ward 
13  that  I  do  not  do  it  for  the  sake  of  killing  this 
order,  I  will  add  to  the  motion  that  the  commit- 
tee be  instructed  to  report  to  this  Council  at  the 
next  meeting.  I  think  it  is  a  matter  which  should 
be  referred  for  the  consideration  of  the  com- 
mittee. There  may  be  very  good  reasons  which 
will  satisfy  the  gentleman  himself  why  these 
reports  have  not  been  made ;  and,  at  any  rate, 
this  Council  does  not  want  to  pass  an  order 
without  having  it  referred,  as  most  of  the  orders 
offered  in  this  body  are,  to  a  committee.  I 
therefore  make  the  motion. 

Mr,  Gomez— I  am  perfectly  willing  that  this 
matter  should  go  to  the  Commitee  on  Police. 
But  I  desire  to  correct  one  or  two  statements 
made  by  my  kind  friend  on  my  right.  The 
Police  Department,  in  making  these  annual  re- 
ports and  quarterly  reports,  does  not  report  the 
robberies  of  the  nature  that  I  have  explained 
here  tonight.  A  man's  house  or  his  store 
is  robbed ;  he  makes  complaint  at  the  police 
station,  and  that  is  the  end  of  it.  You  never 
see  it  in  a  report  to  the  mayor  or  to  the  gov- 
ernor of  the  Commonwealth.  Those  are  the 
robberies  we  want  to  get  at.  We  want  to  get 
at  the  reports  of  the  robberies  committed  where 
citizens  go  and  complain,  and  where  they  never 
hear  of  it  again.  That  settles  the  reports  of  the 
Police  Department,  quarterly  and  annual.  It  is 
the  robberies  they  do  not  report  that  I  want  to 
get  at,  and  that  the  citizens  of  Boston  want  to 
know  something  about.  In  regard  to  the  ex- 
penditure for  this  report,  that  is  all  poppy-cock, 
because  nobody  has  said  anything  about  a 
printed  report.  We  don't  ask  for  any  printed 
report,  and  as  for  clerical  hire,  the  clerical  de- 
partment of  the  Board  of  Police  is  overstocked 
with  it  at  this  time  of  the  year.  They  have  any 
quantity  of  young  women  and  young  men.  I 
think  they  have  had  half  a  dozen  increase  upon 
the  inauguration  of  the  new  board.  There  is 
a  gentleman  there  whose  salary  we  raised  some 
$500  this  year,  and  as  far  as  clerical  help  goes 
they  have  a  sufficiency  of  it.  They  don't  have 
to  hire  any  more  people.  They  havo  enough 
help  there  today  to  do  all  their  business  in  May 
and  June  without  hiring  any  moro  people, 
and  at  this  time  of  the  year  there  is  hardly 
anything,  comparatively,  for  some  of  them 
to  do,  and  they  can  be  very  profitably 
employed  in  making  up  a  written  state- 
ment. We  ask  for  no  printed  report.  We 
ask  for  a  written  detailed  statement  of  robbe- 
ries reported  at  the  various  station  houses,  and 
which  the  citizens  of  Boston  bear  nothing  more 
about.  That  is  what  we  want  and  no  more ;  and 
when  we  ask  for  that  we  ask  for  what  belongs 
to  us.  We  did  get  them  at  one  time  through 
the  newspapers;  we  knew  something  about  it 
and  could  protect  ourselves.  We  don't  get  them 
today.  The  tables  are  taken  out  of  the  central 
station,  the  paper  is  taken  away,  the  books  bo- 
longing  to  the  press  are  taken  away ;  the  chairs 
are  taken  out  so  that  the  reporters  of  the  Boston 
press  could  have  no  place  to  sit  down.  I  am 
perfectly  willing  to  let  this  thing  go  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Police,  and  I  trust  that  the  Committee 
on  Police  will  bring  the  thing  in  hero  in  proper 
shape  in  another  week,  and  then  some  of  the 
members  may  have  more  information. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  have  no  objection  to  the  refer- 
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erice  to  the  committee,  but  I  certainly  agree 
with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  13  that  this  in- 
formation, as  a  mere  matter  of  courtesy,  should 
be  sent  to  this  body  in  case  it  is  called  for,  so 
far  as  it  is  practicable  to  do  so,  and  I  trust  that 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  13  will  accept  an 
amendment  which  I  will  read,  which,  it  seems 
to  me,  answers  one  of  the  objections  that  has 
been  raised  to  the  order.  Certainly  I  don't 
think  the  gentleman  from  Ward  13  intended  to 
interfere  with  the  Police  Department  so  as  to 
defeat  the  ends  of  justice,  and  I  don't  under- 
stand that  this  information  is  called  for  for  any 
such  purpose,  but  is  simply  that  the  citizens  of 
Boston  may  know,  by  hearing  it  publicly  and 
authoritatively  stated,  whether  or  not  crime 
is  rampant  in  the  city  of  Boston,  and  if 
it  is  so  the  necessary  checks  and  nec- 
essary corrections  can  then  be  applied. 
We  well  remember  the  time  when  Judge 
Russell  sat  on  the  bench  here  in  Boston 
when  crime  was  rampant,  and  when,  on  account 
of  that  fact,  some  merited  justice  was  dealt  out 
to  the  criminals,  and  we  want  to  know  in  the 
city  of  Boston  whether  such  a  state  of  things  is 
coming  in  vogue  again.  If  it  is  we  ought  to 
take  the  necessary  precautions,  and  it  seems  to 
me  this  body  has  something  to  do  with  that 
matter.    The  amendment  is  as  follows — 

Mr.  F.  Mokison — I  raise  the  point  of  order 
that  no  amendment  is  in  order,  as  the  motion  to 
refer  takes  precedence. 

The  Chair— The.  Chair  would  rule  the  point 
of  order  well  takon.  The  question  is  on  ref- 
erence. 

Mr.  Laxjd— I  am  sorry  that  the  amendment 
was  not  in  order,  and  I  wish  to  say  as  a  part  of 
my  remarks,  that  I  should  be  in  favor  of  this 
order  if  the  following  words  were  included  in 
it,  "If,  in  the  opinion  of  said  board,  such  infor- 
mation will  not  tend  in  any  way  to  defeat  the 
ends  of  justice." 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Po- 
lice, with  instructinns  to  report  at  the  next 
meeting,  was  carried. 

Mr.  F.  Mokison  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost ; 
Sent  up. 

The  Chair  called  up  the  past  assignment,  viz. : 

11.  Order  for  mayor  to  petition  General  Court 
for  passage  of  an  act  for  the  building  by  the 
Commonwealth  of  two  regimental  armories  in 
this  city. 

The  order  was  passed  in   concurrence.    Mr. 
Carstensen  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 
The  Chair  called  up  the  past  assignment,  viz. : 

12.  Order  concerning  an  act  to  equalize  the 
representation  of  voters  in  the  City  Council. 
(City  Doc.  163.) 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Whitmobe — When  this  matter  came  up 
it  will  be  remembered  that  a  gentleman  in  the 
Council,  Mr.  Richards,  made  some  criticisms 
as  to  the  effect  of  the  size  of  the  present  pre- 
cincts. After  reading  his  remarks,  I  was  satis- 
fied that  there  was  a  great  deal  of  justice 
in  what  he  said.  But  I  take  the  liberty  of  say- 
ing that  I  do  no  i  feel  like  offering  any  amend- 
ment myself,  because  the  matter  has  got  to  go 
to  the  Legislature,  and  if  any  attempt  had  been 
made  by  me  to  change  the  present  precincts, 
I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  the 
Legislature  would  have  been  told  by  the 
Boston  Daily  Post,  at  least,  that  it  was 
done  not  in  the  interest  of  justice  and  right, 
but  from  some  mysterious  and  diabolical 
intention  of  cheating  the  public.  I  thought  it 
would  be  a  great  deal  better  that  any  inequali- 
ties should  be  corrected  by  the  Legislature  after 
the  act  got  there,  rather  than  to  do  anything 
myself  in  the  line  of  abstract  justice.  Now  I  am 
informed  that  Mr.  Richards  is  unable  to  be  here 
tonight,  and  if  it  will  meet  the  approval  of  the 
Council  any  better  to  strike  out  so  much  of  Sec- 
tion 2  as  describes  the  number  of  precincts,  and 
merely  say  that  the  city  shall  be  divided  into 
108  precincts,  I  have  no  objection  to  that,  because 
it  will  be  perfectly  understood  from  the  debate 
how  many  the  precincts  were,  and  if  there  is  to 
be  any  change  it  will  be  done  by  the  Legislature. 
If  that  will  meet  the  objection  of  those  who  feel 
that  the  present  number  of  precincts  is  not  right 
and  proper,  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  make  such 
amendment  as  shall  cover  that  section.  I  make 
that  offer,  as  I  said,  because  Mr.  Richards  is  not 
here,  and  he  might  be  sorry  that  he  did  not 
have  an  opportunity  to  offer  some  amendment 
of  that  kind.    In  the  same  way  I  have  seen  some 


criticism  of  the  fact  that  Section  4  said  that 
East  Boston,  Charlestown,  Dorchester  and 
Brighton  should  remain  without  being  divided 
and  joined  on  to  other  parts  of  the  city.  If  the 
Council  wish  to  strike  that  out  it  is  immaterial 
to  me.  I  put  it  in  out  of  regard  to  the  feeling 
which  has  been  preserved  m  those  cities  and 
towns  which  have  been  joined  on  the  city  of 
Boston.  Theoretically  I  think  they  should  be 
abolished.  If  this  is  to  be  a  city,  those  local 
divisions  should  be  abolished.  That  is  why  I 
thought  it  better  to  leave  it  in  that  way,  but  if 
any  gentleman  desires  to  move  an  amendment 
to  change  the  number  of  precincts  I  am  willing 
to  accept  the  amendment.  In  point  of  fact  I 
think  it  is  totally  unnecessary  because  undoubt- 
edly the  Legislative  Committee  will  take  evi- 
dence, if  the  case  goes  up  to  them,  and  then  will 
be  the  time  to  make  any  alterations  if  any  are 
suggested.  There  seems  to  be  a  general  concen- 
sus of  opinion  that  it  is  time  to  bring  this  mat- 
ter before  the  Legislature,  and  I  hope  the  order 
will  pass  if  there  are  no  further  amendments  to 
offer. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  move  to  amend  Section  4  of  the 
act  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  as 
follows : 

By  striking  out  in  the  first  paragraph  of  the 
fourth  section  all  after  the  words  "three  pre- 
cincts," and  by  inserting  the  words  "so  as  to 
form  a  district  of  compact  and  contiguous  ter- 
ritory," so  that  the  section  shall  read: 

"Sec.  4.  The  said  board  shall  forthwith  proceed 
to  establish  and  designate  municipal  districts, 
each  of  which  shall  consist  of  three  precincts, 
so  as  to  form  a  district  of  compact  and  contigu- 
ous territory."  etc.,  etc. 

My  object  in  doing  that,  Mr.  President,  is  to 
present  as  forcibly  as  I  may  the  ideas  of  another 
gentleman,  Mr.  Riehards  of  Ward  11,  who  is  un- 
able to  be  here  this  evening.  He  has  examined 
this  matter  with  considerable  care  and  has  found 
that  if  the  city  is  divided  according  to  the  reg- 
istered vote  at  the  last  municipal  election,  each 
precinct  will  contain  575  registered  voters.  If 
you  divide  the  number  of  registered  voters  in 
the  different  wards  by  the  number  575  it  will  be 
found  that  Ward  1  will  have  5  precincts,  Ward 
2  will  have  4,  Ward  3  will  have  4,  Ward  4  will 
have  4,  Ward  5  will  have  5,  Ward  6  will  have  3, 
Ward  7  will  have  3,  Ward  8  svill  have  4,  Ward  9 
will  have  3,  Ward  10  will  have  2,  Ward  11  wil  1 
have  5,  Ward  12  will  have  3,  Ward  13  will  have 

5,  Ward  14  will  have  G,  Ward  15  will  have 
4,  Ward  16  will  have  4,  Ward  17  will 
have  4,  AVard  18  will  have  4,  Ward  19 
will  have  5,  Ward  20  will  have  6,  Ward  21  will 
have  6,  Ward  22  will  have  4.  Ward  23  will  have 

6,  Ward  24  will  have  7,  and  Ward  25  will  have  3, 
making  in  all  108  precincts,  eacli  having  as 
nearly  as  possible  55  voters.  By  so  doing  you 
will  find  that  Wards  1  and  2  in  East  Boston  will 
have  9  precincts,  or  3  municipal  districts ;  Wards 
3,  4  and  5  in  Charlestown  will  have  12  precincts, 
or  4  municipal  districts ;  Ward  6  will  have  1  mu- 
nicipal oistrict ;  Ward  7  will  have  one  munici- 
pal district,  and  Wards  8,  9  and  10  will  have  3 
municipal  districts;  Wards  13,  14  and  15  will 
have  5  municipal  districts ;  Wards  11,  12  and  16 
will  have  4  municipal  districts;  Ward  25  will 
have  1 ;  Ward  23  will  have  2,  Ward  21  will  have 
2,  Ward  20  will  have  2,  and  if  Wards  17,  18,  19  and 
22  be  taken  together,  as  they  follow  on  the  map, 
the  municipal  districts  will  be  of  compact  and 
contiguous  territory,  so  that  the  city  will  be  di- 
vided according  to  precincts  with  an  equal  num- 
ber of  registered  voters,  and  without  having  the 
clause  in  Section  4  as  inserted  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12.  The  amendment  I  have  offered 
would  have  been  offered  by  Mr.  Richards  if  he 
had  been  here. 

Now  it  is  found  by  a  careful  examination  of  all 
the  facts,  that  that  matter  which  it  is  proposed 
to  strike  out  is  immaterial  and  unnecessary.  It 
is  surplusage  in  either  case.  If  the  precinct 
plan  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  is 
adopted,  those  provisions  are  unnecessa- 
ry, and  they  are  likewise  unnecessary 
if  the  precinct  plan  is  not  adopted.  I  do 
not  know  whether  I  have  made  myself  as  clear 
as  I  would  like,  but  I  will  again  read  the  amend- 
ment, so  that  the  Council  may  understand  it. 
[Mr.  Wilson  read  the  amendment.]  I  might  say 
in  further  explanation  of  the  amendment  that 
the  words  compact  and  contiguous  territory  are 
preferred  to  the  words  "conterminous  with 
each  other,"  because  if  the  language  of  the  act 
as  drawn  by  the  gentleman  from  AVard  12  were 
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adopted  it  would  be  possible  for  two  precincts 
meeting  and  forming  the  apex  of  a  triangle,  to 
be  taken  into  one  district,  which  would  be  con- 
trary to  the  spirit  of  the  law  as  it  stands  today, 
and  it  is  the  language  of  the  present  law  that  I 
have  endeavored  to  introduce  into  this  amend- 
ment—that is,  that  the  territory  shall  be  com- 
pact and  contiguous,  or  as  nearly  as  it  is  possi- 
ble to  be.  I  must  say  with  all  compliment  to 
the  gentleman  from  ward  12,  that  this  proposed 
divisionjof  the  city  is  not  only  very  skilfully 
done,  but  it  does  seem  to  me  to  be  very  wisely 
drawn.  It  may  be  that  a  new  division  into 
wards  would  be  better.  I  would  be  more  in 
favor  of  striking  out  all  in  this  act  after  the 
words  City  Council,  where  it  first  occurs,  and 
leave  it  to  the  Legislature  to  divide  us.  But  if 
we  are  going  to  pass  anything  at  this  time,  it 
seems  to  me  that  this  precinct  plan  is  a  very 
capital  way  of  doing  it  if  amended  as  I  have 
suggested. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  think  the  gentleman  has 
probably  made  an  error  in  desiring  to  strike  out 
all  of  the  fourth  section  after  the  words  "three 
precincts."  I  presume  he  means  the  first  para- 
graph of  the  fourth  section. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  stand  corrected. 

The  Chair— The  Chair  so  understood  the 
amendment  when  offered, 

Mr.  Whitmore— In  the  second  place  I  have 
already  stated  that  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  ac- 
cept that  part  of  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  9  which  would  strike  out  all  of 
the  last  sentence  in  this  first  paragraph.  I  am 
willing  to  accept  that.  I  only  put  it  in  to  please 
the  existing  local  prejudice.  If  none  are  to  be 
pleased  by  putting  it  in,  I  am  pleased  by  leaving 
it  out.  Now  the  only  question  is  whether  the 
description  given  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
9,  that  the  territory  shall  be  compact  and  con- 
tiguous, is  as  good  as  the  description  which  I 
have  given.  I  can  only  say  that  if  we  are  both 
striving  for  the  same  end,  I  do  not  see  how  there 
can  be  any  objection  to  my  definition,  which 
gave  me  a  great  deal  of  time  and  trouble 
to  alight  upon,  and  which  is  evidently  what  it 
ought  to  be.  The  trouble  is  that  when  you 
speak  of  territory  composed  of  precincts  that 
are  compact  and  contiguous,  under  that  advan- 
tage has  been  taken  to  make  a  skip  and  jump 
over  some  precinct  which  lies  in  between.  I 
want  to  frame  the  act  in  such  a  way  that  that 
will  be  impossible ;  in  other  words  that  a  person 
living  in  a  district  would  be  able  to  go  from  one 
end  of  it  to  the  other  without  having  to  go  out 
of  the  district.  My  objection  to  the  language 
used  was  that  exactly  similar  language  was 
used  in  the  act  for  the  division  of  wards  into 
aldermanie  districts;  but  somehow  the  con- 
tiguous dropped  out  and  they  did  skip  from  one 
ward  to  another  and  over  another.  Now  if  my 
definition  is  faulty,  which  the  gentleman  will 
not  for  a  moment  pretend  to  contend,  and  the 
other  is  definite,  I  will  accept  it.  I  shall  con- 
sider it  a  matter  of  not  much  importance  any- 
way, because  all  these  details  have  got  to  go 
before  the  Legislative  Committee,  and,  as  every 
gentleman  who  has  had  any  experience  at 
the  State  House  knows,  if  the  chief  jus- 
tice of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  himself  framed  a  bill  and  sent 
it  to  the  Judiciary  Committee  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, it  would  be  so  changed  that  the  author 
himself  would  not  recognize  it  after  the  com- 
mittee got  through  with  it.  I  do  not  suppose 
any  bill  ever  went  there  without  being  tink- 
ered. If  the  gentleman  thinks  he  is  going  to  reach 
the  same  result,  I  am  entirely  willing  to  accept 
the  amendment.  If  we  understand  the  word- 
ing, and  if  it  is  the  intention  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  9  and  his  friends,  to  advocate  a  bill 
in  which  the  precincts  shall  be  really  contigu- 
ous, that  there  shall  be  no  skipping,  and  that 
there  is  to  be  a  contiguous  piece  of  hind  all  the 
way  round,  that  satisfies  me ;  and  if  that  is  what 
he  wants,  I  am  willing  to  join  hands  with  him 
and  accept  the  amendment,  and  also  to  accept 
an  amendment  by  which  the  last  four  lines  and 
a  half  of  the  paragraph  shall  be  stricken  out. 
With  that  understanding  I  shall  accept  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  F.  Morison — When  we  had  the  con- 
troversy the  other  night  over  the  redistribution 
of  councilmen,  I  stated  what  I  state  now.  that  I 
think  it  is  proper  that  this  change,  which  I  am 
sure  is  coming,  should  be  had  by  a  redivision 
of  the  city  into  wards.or  something  in  the  nature 
of  wards  rather  than  by  changing  the  represent- 


ation of  any  wards  as  they  now  exist.  When  the 
act  which  is  now  proposed  was  drawn  to  my  at- 
tention it  struck  me  as  exceedingly  able  and  in- 
f:enious,  as  is  almost  everything  which  comes 
rom  that  source.  I,  however,  have  some  rather 
different  views  with  regard  to  the  way  in  which 
it  should  be  done,  rather  than  any  different 
views  as  to  the  necessity  of  doing  something, 
and  I  have  tonight  introduced  and  had  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  a  plan  which  I 
nave  drawn  for  the  redistribution  of  the  wards, 
which  I  think  does  not  conflict  with  the  consti- 
tutional provision.  I  suppose,  however,  that 
we  may  send  up  several  different  petitions.  I 
should  not  myself  be  prepared  to  have  the  act 
which  I  have  drawn  passed  tonight,  because  I 
wisli  it  more  fully  considered.  I  want  it  to  go 
to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  have  the  law- 
yers on  that  committee  look  it  over  and  see 
what  is  needed,  and  have  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee upon  it.  I  shall  therefore  vote  for  this 
act  tonight  because  I  think  that  both  plans  may 
well  go  to  the  Legislature,  and  the  Legislature 
may  choose  which  of  thern  they  prefer. 

Mr.  Ladd— It  seems  to  me  that  in  view  of  the 
order  which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  has 
introduced,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  11,  to  whose  opinion  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12  has  deferred  very  kindly, 
this  whole  matter  would  be  much  better  acted 
upon  if  it  were  assigned  to  the  next  meeting.  I 
cannot  see  any  objection  to  that  assignment,  be- 
cause there  are  two  more  meetings  this  year 
before  this  Council  dissolves,  and  the  Legisla- 
ture does  not  go  into  session  before  next  month. 
If  there  is  any  objection  to  the  assignment,  I 
don't  care  to  press  it;  but  it  seems  to  me  that 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  has  introduced  an  order  in  regard  to 
this  whole  subject  matter,  this  order  had  better 
lie  over  for  one  week.  I  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  if  he  would  not  assent  to 
that. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  objection  to  my  mind  is 
this:  this  matter  must  go  to  the  other  branch 
and  it  may  be  killed  there,  in  which  case  we 
may  prefer  to  send  up  a  separate  petition  for 
this  board ;  or  it  may  come  bade  in  the  shape  of 
amendments  which  will  require  time  for  con- 
sideration. There  are  two  more  meetings  of  the 
Council,  and  if  action  on  this  order  is  to  be  put 
off  until  the  next  meeting,  I  think,  if  there 
should  be  a  difference  of  opinion  there  might  be 
a  temptation  to  kill  the  measure  by  simply  get- 
ting up  a  dispute  between  the  two  branches.  I 
find  tonight  a  pretty  general  opinion  that  the 
matter  is  worth  sending  to  the  Legislature,  and 
I  think  we  will  run  a  great  risk  of  preventing 
its  reaching  the  Legislature  this  year  if  we  do 
not  act  upon  it  tonight.  The  risn  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  amending  the  order  in  some  partic- 
ular is  one  which  is  always  to  be  considered 
when  a  matter  of  this  kind  affects  the  other 
branch  as  well  as  ourselves.  Therefore  I  hope 
that  that  will  be  considered  a  good  reason  for 
acting  upon  it  when  we  have  plenty  of  time  be- 
fore us. 

Mr.  Sanger— The  objections  to  the  assign- 
ment, it  seems  to  me.  are  plainly  answered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  who  is  willing  to 
have  the  order  introduced  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12,with  its  amendments,  passed  upon 
tonight,  as,  in  his  opinion,  it  will  not  clash  and 
will  not  be  inconsistent  with  his  order,  which  is 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  My 
own  idea  in  the  matter  was  that  inasmuch  as 
this  Council  has  given  a  great  deal  of  time  and 
consideration  to  the  matter  of  new  districts  and 
new  apportionment,  that  the  whole  matter,  as 
submitted  bv  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12, 
should  be  referred  to  the  next  city  government, 
and  I  should  have  so  moved  it,  but  the  promoter 
of  that  scheme  is  not  to  be  a  member  of  the 
body  next  year,  as  I  supposed  he  was  to  have 
been,  prior  to  last  week,  and  it  is  not  proper  or 
fair  tonight  that  that  order  should  be  referred 
to  the  next  city  government.  We  can  very 
properly  give  it  as  our  opinion  that  this  order 
now  under  consideration  is  one  that  has  been 
favorably  considered  by  us.  Then,  when  the 
order  introduced  bv  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9,  who  is  to  be  a  member  of  the  Council 
next  year,  comes  up,  it  seems  to  me  it  would  be 
very  proper  to  refer  that  matter  to  the  next  city 
government,  and  that  government  can  then 
send  another  bill  to  the  Legislature,  which  may 
or  may  not  be  inconsistent  with  the  one  adopt- 
ed by  us  the  present  year.    I  hope,  therefore, 
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that  the  matter  will  pass  as  amended  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  9. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  trust,  also,  that  this  meas- 
ure will  be  passed  tonight,  because,  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  11  says,  we  have  spent  a  good 
many  nights  arguing  this  question,  or  if  not  this 
question,  at  least  one  phase  of  it.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  has,  as  I  said  on  a  former  oc- 
casion, brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Council  a 
very  ingenious  redistrioting  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton. We  have  also  heard  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  and  that  gentle- 
man states  that  he  offers  that  amendment  in 
consideration  of  the  opinion  of  a  gentleman  not 
now  here.  I  myself  do  not  think  amendments 
of  any  kind  will  either  advance  or  retard  the 
passage  of  this  order ;  because,  when  this  order 
comes  before  the  Legislature,  the  Committee  on 
Cities  will  consider  that  order  the  same  as  they 
considered  an  order  passed  almost  a  year  ago, 
and  will  use  their  judgment  and  their  basis  of 
representation  in  order  to  give  to  Boston  the 
representation  and  reapportionment  which  it  de- 
serves. The  Committee  on  Cities  will  not  prob- 
ably hold  the  same  opinions  we  hold  here, 
and  the  Committee  on  Cities  may  not  argue 
with  the  same  arguments  we  are  making. 
Therefore  I  think  and  trust  that  every  gentle- 
man here  will  vote  to  pass  the  order,  not  voting 
against  it  because  you  have  objections  to  the 
order  as  passed  here,  but  bearing  in  mind  that 
the  Committee  on  Cities,  having  made  a  care- 
ful examination  into  this  matter,  probably  as 
careful  as  that  of  any  gentleman  in  this  cham- 
ber, will  probably  pass  upon  the  matter  in  a 
proper  way.  As  I  have  said  many  times  before, 
the  basis  of  representation  is  not  registered  vo- 
ters. The  Committee  on  Cities  have  passed  on 
that  and  the  Committee  on  Cities  next  year  may 
be  nearly  the  same  as  last  year.  I  understand 
that  the  same  senator  may  be  chairman  of  that 
committee.  What  they  have  aimed  at  as  their 
basis  of  representation  for  Boston  has  been  a 
reapportionment  according  to  the  legal  voters. 
So  if  any  gentleman  present  here  has  any  ob- 

t'ection  to  the  order  on  that  score,  he  needn't 
>e  afraid  of  the  basis  of  registered  voters  being 
taken,  because  the  probability  is  that  the 
Committee  on.  Cities  will  take  the  basis  of 
legal  voters.  If  any  gentleman  here  believes 
in  the  basis  of  legal  voters,  he  should  vote  for 
the  order,  because  the  Committee  on  Cities  will 
fall  back  and  support  him  in  what  lie  believes 
to  be  proper  for  the  city  of  Boston.  I  hope  the 
order  will  pass.  As  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
11  has  said,  the  member  introducing  the  order 
will  retire  from  the  board  the  coming  year,  and 
this  matter  should  be  considered  this  year  by 
the  present  members  who  understand  the  facts 
much  better  than  will  those  coming  in  the  first 
of  January.    I  trust  that  the  order  will  pass. 

Mr.  Clark— I  understood  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  to  say  he  would  accept  an  amendment 
striking  out  that  portion  of  the  order  in  Section 
2,  which  relates  to  the  number  of  precincts  into 
which  each  ward  shall  be  divided.  I  therefore 
move  as  an  amendment  that  all  of  Section  2,  be- 
ginning with  "Ward  1"  and  ending  with  "Ward 
25,  three  precincts,"  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  made  that  statement,  and 
suppose  I  must  live  up  to  it;  but  I  would  sug- 
gest to  the  gentleman  that  if  he  will  look  at 
what  is  left  there  he  will  see  that  it  would  be  a 
little  queer,  because  it  says,  "The  several  wards 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  number  of  precincts, 
respectively,  herein  named,  viz. :"  and  noth- 
ing given,  and  then  it  immediately  goes  on, 
"Making  in  all  one  hundred  and  eight  pre- 
cincts." You  see  you  will  have  to  cut  it  a  little 
more.  I  propose  this,— substitute  for  Section  2 
the  following:  "I he  several  wards  shall  be  en- 
titled to  the  number  of  precincts  which  the 
proportion  of  its  registered  voters  would  show, 
making  in  all,  however,  one  hundred  and  eight 
precincts."    That  will  leave  it  in  proper  form. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  main  question  was  ordered  on  motion  of 
Mr.  McNary,  and  the  question  came  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order  as  amended. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  trust  that  the  order  will  not  be 
passed,  and  I  have  simply  this  to  say— the  act 
that  was  Dassed  by  the  Legislature  for  the  city 
of  Boston  would  seem  to  me  to  have  been  very 
adequate  in  the  way  of  representation  for  this 
body  in  the  future.  The  City  Council  of  this 
year  has  seen  fit  to  reject  that  provision,  I 
think,  unwisely,  and  I  think  that  the  next  city 
government  will  see  fit  to  accept  that  provision 


which  the  Legislature  has  given  to  the  city  of 
Boston,  and  I  think  it  is  very  foolish  for  us  to 
go  to  the  Legislature  again  after  we  have  re- 
jected thai  scheme  against  which  there 
could  be  no  reasonable  and  well-found- 
ed objection.  The  objection  that  it 
happened  to  injure  one  particular  ward 
and  benefit  another  ward  temporarily, 
only,  it  seems  to  me  should  not  be  urged  against 
it.  It  was  a  measure  intended  to  provide  for  the 
future  growth  of  the  city  of  Boston.  It  seems  to 
me  it  was  all  we  could  expect  of  the  Legislature, 
and  it  is  very  foolish  to  go  again  after  we  have 
objected  to  so  wise  a  scheme  as  that.  I  don't 
believe  in  this  measure  at  all,  or  anything  like 
it.  I  think  the  whole  matter  should  be  decided 
by  the  next  city  government,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  they  will  see  fit  to  accept  the  provisions 
which  the  Legislature  made  this  year  for  the 
city  of  Boston,  which  1  think  perfectly  ample 
for  all  purposes. 

The  order  was  passed.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved 
to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

Under  suspension  of  the  rule  it  was  voted,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  that  the  document 
(163)  be  reprinted  in  a  new  draft,  as  amended. 

APPROPRIATION  FOR  SEWERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McNary,  the  Council  pro- 
ceeded to  take  up  No.  6,  viz. : 

Assignment  at  8  P.M.— Order  lor  transfers  to 
the  appropriation  J  or  sewers  of  $20,000  from  the 
appropriation  for  Cambridge-street  bridge,  All- 
ston,  and  .$10,000  from  that  for  land,  Hugh 
O'Brien  School. 

The  question  was  on  the  motion  to  reconsider 
the  vote  rejecting  the  above  order. 

Mr.  McNary— I  hope  that  this  will  be  consid- 
ered tonight,  as,  from  talking  with  a  number 
of  Democratic  and  Republican  members,  there 
seems  to  be  an  objection  to  the  transfer  from 
the  appropriation  for  land,  Hugh  O'Brien 
School,  and  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  best  thing  to  be  done  is  to  have  the  whole 
matter  referred  back  to  the  Finance  Committee 
to  examine  into  the  facts  of  the  case  and  see  if 
the  money  is  needed  in  connection  with  the 
Hugh  O'Brien  School.  We  can  refer  it  back  to 
the  Finance  Committee,  and  they  can  take  ac- 
tion and  report  on  it  as  they  please. 

Mr,  Wilson— It  seems  to  me  it  will  not  do  any 
harm  to  reconsider  this  vote  defeating  the  or- 
der, because  I  understand  that  the  gentleman 
intends,  in  consideration  of  a  reconsideration, 
to  move  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Finance ; 
and  I  want  to  explain  why  I  shall  vote  to  recon- 
sider. For  some  time  past  we  have  heard  and 
been  informed  that  there  was  great  need  of  an 
additional  appropriation  for  the  Sewer  Depart- 
ment. Until  this  meeting  I  have  opposed  that 
transfer,  because  I  believe  the^e  was  a  political 
motive  lying  at  the  bottom  of  the  transfer.  I 
was  rather  inclined  at  the  first  part  of  this  eve- 
ning to  vote  in  favor  of  the  transfer,  until  I  came 
to  examine  the  record,and  there  I  found  that  Aid. 
Allen,  who  is  on  the  Finance  Committee,  had 
for  some  reason  or  another  voted  against  this 
order  as  it  stands,  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  I, 
therefore,  cannot  consistently  vote  for  this 
order  as  it  stands,  because  Mr.  Allen,  being  on 
the  Finance  Committee,  has  not  approved  of 
this  order  as  it  stands.  But  I  am  willing  to  do 
all  I  can  to  have  the  reconsideration  passed  and 
have  the  matter  go  back  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee and  have  Mr.  Allen  tell  us  whether  or 
not  there  are  facts  existing  today  which  would 
cause  him  to  vote  against  the  order.  If  no  such 
facts  exist,  and  if  the  Sewer  Department  is 
absolutely  in  need  of  the  money  at  this  time,  I 
think  the  order  should  be  passed  in  concurrence. 
If  it  is  not  necessary  I  do  not  believe  the  Repub- 
licans will  vote  to  transfer  it  at  any  time. 

Mr.  McNary — Now  that  the  gentleman  has 
•poken,  I  wish  to  make  a  further  statement.  It 
appears  that  the  report  came  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance  in  response  to  an  order  I  intro- 
duced, transferring  some  $20,000  from  the  Alls- 
ton  bridge.  That  report  apparently  came 
in  unanimously.  At  all  events  it  is  signed  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee,  no  one 
opposing  it.  Tn  the  Board  of  Aldermen  there 
was  an  amendment  offered  by  Aid.  Lee  for  the 
transfer  of  $10,000  additional  from  the  Hugh 
O'Brien  School.  That  amendment  was  adopted, 
and  the  order  as  amended  met  Aid.  Allen's  op- 
position in  voting,  although  he  said  nothing 
against  it.  As  this  is  the  only  way  out  of  the 
difficulty,  and  I  see  no  other  way  of  acting  on 
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the  matter  unless  we  choose  to  defeat  it,  I  move 
to  reconsider,  and  I  will  then  put  my  motion  to 
have  it  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee  to 
examine  into  the  facts  of  the  case.  They  will 
be  able  to  look  into  the  matter  intelligt  ntly,  per- 
haps better  than  any  member  on  the  floor.  If  it 
comes  back  with  their  sanction  it  can  then  be 
passed,  if  the  members  of  the  Council  do -not 
desire  to  defeat  it. 

Mr.  Sanger— The  course  suggested  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  9,  to  have  the  order  re- 
considered and  referred  again  to  the  Finance 
Committee,  is  just  such  a  course  as  fair  and  rea- 
sonable men  should  take,  it  seems  to  me.  When 
that  report  comes  it  should  be  accompanied  by 
a  further  statement  as  to  why  the  money  is 
necessary,  whether  for  the  general  purposes  of 
the  Sewer  Department,  or  for  completing  cer- 
tain sewers  which  are  deinandedat  the  present 
time.  Three  weeks  ago,  wheu  the  matter  was 
considered,  I  intimated  that,  so  far  as  my  vote 
is  concerned,  it  would  be  in  favor  of  the  trans- 
fer. My  reason  for  so  doing  was  because  it  was 
stated  that  the  balance  in  the  hands  of  the 
Sewer  Department,  at  that  time,  was  $2.55.  I 
could  not  see,  and  it  would  be  difficult  for 
anybody  to  see,  how  very  much  work  could  be 
clone  with  so  small  a  balance  as  that,  and  it  was 
certainly  apparent  that  some  remedy  should  be 
found.  But  upon  looking  at  the  auditor's  ex- 
hibit, which  is  dated  Dec.  1,  I  find  that  there 
was  on  that  date  S28.C60.76  on  hand  for  the  gen- 
eral purposes  of  the  Sewer  Department,  and 
§60,000  in  round  numbers,  unexpended,  for  com- 
pleting certain  sewers  in  different  parts  of  the 
city.  Now,  Mr.  President,  those  two  things 
are  entirely  inconsistent.  It  was  said 
three  weeks  ago  that  there  was  not  enough 
money  left  in  the  sewer  appropriation  to 
expend  a  small  sum  for  the  purpose  of 
completing  a  sewer  which  had  been  left  open 
in  East  Boston,  and  which  we  know  has  since 
been  completed  by  order  of  the  mayor. 
So  it  appears  that  there  was  money 
enough  to  complete  that  sewer  But  if 
this  matter  goes  to  the  Finance  Committe  and 
they  say  that  this  money  is  necessary,  I  don't 
believe  any  fair-minded  man  will  vote  against 
the  transfer  of  more  funds  to  the  sewer  appro- 
priation. This  830,000,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  15  said,  is  made  up  of  two  items— the  $20,- 
000  as  part  of  the  appropriation  of  $45t000  for  a 
bridge  at  Allston— and  the  alderman  from  that 
district  allowed  it  to  be  taken  from  that  appro- 
priation, because,  as  he  said,  the  money  was  not 
available  until  the  Legislature  passed  some  act 
whereby  the  bridge  could  be  built,  and  that 
could  not  be  done  for  some  months;  the  $10,000 
was  added  by  the  alderman  from  the  Brighton 
district  from  the  appropriation  for  land  for  the 
Hugh  O'Brien  Schoolhouse.  Now,  although 
that  schoolhouse  has,  with  the  land,  cost 
nearly  $150,000,  or  $50,000  more  than  there 
was  any  necessity  of  its  costing,  still  the 
building  is  so  situated  that  the  School 
Committee  have  within  two  months  voted, 
if  the  report  of  their  proceedings  publish- 
ed in  the  daily  papers  is  correct,  to  ask  for 
an  additional  appropriation  whereby  more  land 
could  be  had  for  that  purpose  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Hugh  O'Brien  School,  and  apparently  they 
have  got  to  have  more  money.  It  seems  to  me 
that  this  money  for  the  Hugh  O'Brien  School- 
house,  and  for  the  Allston  bridge,  should  re- 
main in  those  appropriations,  unless  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  show  by  their  report  that  the 
necessity  for  more  money  in  the  sewer  appro- 
priation is  of  such  a  character  that  we  must 
make  the  transfer. 

Mr.  Leary— I  thought  that  everybody  was 
about  convinced  that  there  was  a  necessity  for 
more  money  in  the  sewer  appropriation.  I 
thought  so  from  the  fact  that  His  Honor  the 
Mayor  has  sent  various  communications  to  the 
City  Council  on  the  subject,  and  the  Sewer  De- 
partment ha>  been  continually  asking  for  more 
money.  Anybody  frequenting  that  office  would 
know  from  the  petitions  presented  that  there 
is  a  great  demand  for  sewers  in  the  city 
of  Boston.  1  do  not  intend  to  enume- 
rate instances  where  new  sewers  are  needed. 
Now,  so  far  as  the  amounts  proposed  tobetrans- 
fered  are  concerned,  I  understand  that  the 
Allston  bridge  can  spare  that  $20,000.  So  far 
as  the  appropriation  for  land  for  the  Hugh 
O'Brien  Schoolhouse  is  concerned^  being  a  mem- 
ber of  that  committee,  I  don't  believe  that  any 
city  government  will  every  pay  $10,000  for  addi- 


tional land  there.  The  sum  and  substance  of  it 
was  that  people  wanted  $1  a  foot*for  the  land. 
The  schoolhouse  has  a  pretty  fair  lot  of  land 
now,  some  20,000  feet,  I  think.  So  far  as  that 
money  is  concerned,  it  will  never  be  needed  for 
the  land.  That  question  has  been  virtually  set- 
tled. In  view  of  all  the  facts  which  have  been 
laid  before  the  City  Council,  I  think  it  is  our 
duty  to  pass  that  order.  We  have  very  favora- 
ble weather  now,  and  if  the  department  can  get 
this  money  now,  it  can  be  put  to  good  use,  and 
there  need  not  be  any  delay  by  referring  it  to  a 
committee.  I  would  like  to  see  the  order 
passed  tonight,  and  I  don't  think  there  is  any 
necessity  for  referring  it. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  do  not  expect  that  all  this  money 
will  be  spent  to  the  best  advantage  of  the  city  of 
Boston  if  we  appropriate  it  for  sewers.  But  I 
have  considered  this  matter  carefully  since  the 
last  meeting,  and  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  fully  as  large  a  per  cent  of  this  money  will 
be  spent  for  the  best  interest  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton if  it  is  spent  for  sewers,  as  if  spent  for  any 
other  purpose.  I  certainly  believe  that  the 
cry  for  sewers  is  more  urgent  at  the  pres- 
ent time  than  the  cry  for  more  land  for 
the  Hugh  O'Brien  Schoolhouse,  and  that  being 
the  case  I  feel  like  voting  for  this  transfer.  You 
know  how  strenuously  I  have  opposed  it  in  the 

fast,  because  I  believed  from  its  history,  which 
have  studied  from  the  beginning,  that  it  was 
not  designed  to  give  the  city  of  Boston  an  equiv- 
alent for  the  money  expended.  This  order  was 
introduced  quite  early  in  the  year ;  it  was  allowed 
to  hang  along  until  a  critical  time,  and  then  its 
passage  was  urged,  and,  as  I  believed,  very  un- 
wisely at  that  time.  But  I  believe  that  any 
money  spent  honestly  in  keeping  in  repair  the 
sewers  of  the  city  cannot  be  improperly  spent. 
We  must  provide  sewers  in  order  to  encourage 
business  enterprise  in  the  city  of  Boston.  We 
must  lay  sewers  in  order  to  encourage  build- 
ers in  the  outlying  sections  of  the  city. 
But  we  do  expect  when  our  interests  come 
into  the  City  Council  that  they  will  be  fairly 
considered,  if  we  expect  to  retain  the  centre 
of  the  city  where  it  belongs,  and  we  must 
protect  the  property  from  which  a  large  part 
of  the  taxes  come,  and  from  which  tney  must 
come  in  the  future  unless  you  kill  the  hen  that 
lays  the  golden  egg.  The  interests  of  the  sec- 
tions which  are  fast  becoming  depopulated  must 
be  protected.  Those  sections  are  not  fairly  rep- 
resented on  the  floor  of  this  Council  when  regis- 
tered voters  or  legal  voters  alone  are  consid- 
ered. I  warn  you  not  to  neglect  the  centre  of 
the  city,  because  from  there  you  derive  the 
larger  part  of  your  taxes.  When  I  ask  you  to 
widen  a  street  there,  I  ask  you  to  consider  the 
interests  of  the  central  as  well  as  those  of  the 
outlying  districts  of  the  city.  From  what  I  have 
learned  since  the  last  meeting  in  regard  to  the 
condition  of  the  sewers  of  the  city  of  Boston, 
and  in  regard  to  the  demands  made  by  builders 
for  the  extension  of  sewers  in  the  outlying  dis- 
tricts, I  shall  vote  for  this  transfer  of  money. 
I  do  not  believe  in  referring  it  to  the  Finance 
Committee  tonight,  because  that  will  cause 
delay.  We  are  approaching  the  middle 
of  winter;  the  indications  are  that  it 
will  be  an  open  winter;  much  work 
may  yet  be  done  before  the  ground  is  frozen 
up.  It  is  necessary  to  repair  and  clean  the  sew- 
ers, and  money  will  be  required  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  this  cleaning  is  needed  most  in  the 
older  parts  of  the  city.  The  sewers  do  not  freeze 
up,  and  winter  is  the  best  time  of  the  year  to 
clean  them  out.  I  trust  the  transfer  will  be 
made  tonight. 

Mr.  Sanger— Mr.  President. 

The  Chair- The  time  for  debate  has  closed. 

Mr.  McNary  moved  that  Mr.  Sanger  be  given 
permission  to  explain  certain  figures  which  ho 
had  used,  and  it  was  very  material  that  he 
should  have  that  opportunity. 

The  motion  prevailed'. 

Mr.  Sanger— I  thank  the  gentleman  for  the 
motion  ho  lias  made,  allowing  mo  to  make  a 
correction  in  the  figures  I  stated  as  to  the  bal- 
ance of  the  sewer  appropriation  on  hand  on  the 
first  of  December,  1  had  risen  to  make  that  ex- 
planation before  the  Chair  announced  that  the 
time  for  debate  had  expired,  but  I  am  very  glad 
to  have  an  opportunity  to  do  so  at  the  present 
time.  I  am  very  sorry  to  admit  that  I  road  from 
the  auditor's  report  on  the  first  of  November, be- 
lieving it  was  the  report  for  the  first  of  Decem- 
ber.   On  the  first  of  December  the  balance  in 
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the  general  appropriation  for  the  Sewer  Depart- 
ment was  $7,152.65  instead  of  $28,000,  if  I  remem- 
ber aright,  which  was  the  balance  on  the  first  of 
November.  The  balance  on  hand  for  the  build- 
ing of  different  sewers  in  various  parts  of  the 
city,  on  the  first  day  of  December,  was  between 
$40,000  and  $50,000—1  speak  roughly— instead  of 
between  $60,000  and  $70,000,  as  I  stated  in  my 
previous  remarks.  That  is,  gentlemen,  all  the 
statement  I  desire  to  make. 

The  Chair— The  question  is  on  the  motion  to 
reconsider. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— I  hope— 

The  Chair— The  Chair  would  remind  the 
gentleman  that  no  debate  is  in  order,  the  time 
for  debate  having  expired. 

Mr.  Gomez— I  move  that  the  time  for  debate 
be  extended  15  minutes  longer.  I  make  that 
motion  for  this  reason,  that  there  are  certain 
gentlemen  here  who  desire  to  express  certain 
views,  and  the  probability  is  if  the  time  is  ex- 
tended and  they  express  their  views  there  is  a 
possibility  of  making  a  few  more  votes  in  favor 
of  the  order. 

The  motion  to  extend  the  time  for  debate  15 
minutes  was  lost. 

It  was  voted,  on  motion  of  Mr.  R.  Sullivan, 
that  Mr.  Chamberlain  be  granted  five  minutes 
to  make  a  statement. 

Mr.  Chamberlain — I  hope  that  this  motion  to 
reconsider  will  prevail,  and  that  the  $30,000 
transfer  will  receive  the  requisite  48  votes.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  when  this  order  was 
first  put  in  I  was  one  of  the  few  Republicans  in 
the  chamber  who  voted  for  the  transfer.  I  un- 
derstood full  well  at  that  time  that  it  was  said 
that  the  $30,000  was  not  needed,  and  that  the 
order  was  put  in  at  that  time  for  political  pur- 
poses. I  did  not  believe  it,  because  I  had  made 
inquiries,  and  I  knew  in  my  own  district  that 
the  appropriation  for  sewers  had  run  out,  and 
that  they  badly  needed  an  additional  appropria- 
tion. But  from  the  way  in  which  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  15  has  shifted,  if  I  am  to  believe  him 
now,  I  will  be  forced  to  believe  that  when  he 
urged  this  order  so  strongly  he  did  it  from  po- 
litical reasons  rather  than  from  the  actual 
necessities  of  the  Sewer  Department.  I  think 
that  the  $10,000  from  the  Hugh  O'Brien  School 
can  be  spared  just  as  well  as  the  $20,000  from  a 
bridge  over  the  most  dangerous  crossing,  I  be- 
lieve, within  the  limits  of  this  city.  1  don't 
believe  there  is  another  crossing  that  is  so  dan- 
gerous to  foot  passengers,  horse-car  travel,  and 
vehicles  as  this  Cambridge-street  crossing.  At 
the  same  time,  in  consideration  of  having  to  go 
to  the  Legislature  in  order  to  secure  additional 
law  in  regard  to  the  putting  up  of  that  bridge,  I 
am  willing,  as  the  alderman  was,  to  allow  it  to  be 
taken,  trusting  to  the  next  city  government  to 
give  the  necessary  appropriation  for  the  bridge, 
that  will  now  De  taken.  I  hope  that  the  vote  will 
be  reconsidered,  and  that  the  appropriation  of 
$30,000  will  receive  the  requisite  votes. 

Mr.  McNary — I  should  like,  now  that  the  gen- 
tleman has  put  the  case  in  such  a  way  as  that, 
to  make  a  little  personal  explanation  of  this 
matter.  If  the  gentleman  will  exercise  ordinary 
common  sense  and  will  look  over  the  chamber, 
he  will  see  that  we  cannot  get  48  votes  here,  and 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  pass  it  if  we  want 
to  accomplish  anything.  We  haven't  got  the 
votes  and  cannot  pass  it.  What  are  we  to  do? 
If  we  reconsider  it  and  do  not  refer  it  to  the 
Finance  Committee,  it  is  killed.  Now,  there  is  a 
chance  for  life  in  this  thing  if  it  is  referred  to  the 
Finance  Committee,  There  is  no  question  that  it 
is  actually  needed.  I  have  held  that  position  for 
months,  not  from  political  motives,  but  because 
I  believed  in  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  I  don't 
believe  the  Finance  Committee  can  act  any  dif- 
ferently on  it.  The  only  question  arises  between 
me  and  the  geutleman  from  Ward  9  and  some 
of  the  Republicans  here,  who  feel  that  this 
money  for  the  Hugh  O'Brien  School  should  not 
be  transferred.  Let  the  Finance  Committee  re- 
port on  that,  which  they  have  never  done,  and 
after  they  report  back  here  perhaps  these  per- 
sons may  vote  for  it.  I  don't  want  to  be  ac- 
cused by  one  side  of  political  motives,  because  I 
advocate  what  I  consider  a  reasonable  thing, 
and  then  be  also  accused  by  the  other  side  of 
political  motives.  There  is  no  man  in  this  Com- 
mon Council  who  has  acted  less  from  political 
motives  than  I  have.  If  the  gentleman 
will  look  around  the  chamber  he  will  see 
that  there  are  not  48  votes  here  and  that  we 
could  not  pass  it  tonight. 


Mr.  Leary— I  will  correct  the  gentleman. 
There  are  56  votes  here,  in  all,  if  they  all  vote 
for  it. 

Mr.  McNary— They  will  not  all  vote  for  it, 
Mr,  President.  I  have  made  a  careful  canvass 
of  the  members  here  tonight,  and  know  what  I 
am  talking  about. 

Mr,  AVilson— I  move  that  debate  now  close. 

The  Chair— It  is  not  necessaay.  The  Chair 
would  remind  the  gentleman  before  voting  that 
if  the  motion  to  reconsider  is  nut  and  lost,  of 
course  the  matter  is  killed,  but  if  the  motion  to 
reconsider  prevails  it  would  be  then  in  order 
to  move  to  assign  it  instead  of  referring  it  to 
any  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Leary  it  was  voted  that  the 
yeas  and  nays  be  taken  on  the  motion  to  re- 
consider. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  desire  to  say  that  I  Toted  for 
the  reconsideration  expressly  on  the  ground  that 
the  order  should  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance.  I  shall  oppose  the  passage  of  this 
measure  unless  it  is  first  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  reconsideration  prevailed ;  yeas  57,  nays  0: 

Yeas — Atwood,  Barry.  Blume,  Bowman.  Car- 
roll, Carstensen,  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Cochran, 
Coleman,  (Jonnolly.  Coyle,  Desmond,  Dewey, 
Duggan,  Fisher,  Foss,  Fottler.  Fowler,  P.  J. 
<  iallagher.Gomez.  Haggerty,  Harrington,  Hayes, 
Keliher,  Kelley,  Ladd,  Lattimore,  Lauten,  Leary. 
Mahoney,  McKenna,  MclSary,  F.  Morison.  F. 
R.  Morrison,  W.  H.  Murphy.  Nunan,  O'Mealey, 
Perkins,  Perry,  C.  C.  Powers.  Reilly,  Sanger, 
Shaw.  Short.  Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan, 
R.  Sullivan.  Sundberg,  Teevens,  Thaver,  Tracy, 
Tuttle,  Whall,  Whitmore.  Wilson— 57. 

Nays—  0. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Burr,  Davern,  Dolan, 
Dunn,  Frost,  J.  Gallagher,  Kennedy,  Light, 
McEnaney,  J.  Murphy,  J.  J.  Murphy,  Norton, 
E.  J.  Powers.  Richards.  Webster— 15. 

Mr.  McNary  moved  the  reference  of  the 
whole  subject  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Leary  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  trust  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
13  will  not  insist  upon  the  previous  question, 
and  I  trust  it  will  not  be  ordered  because  it  is 
apparent  now  that  there  are  enough  members 
who  do  not  intend  to  vote  for  the  passage  of  this 
order  tonight  to  kill  it.  I  don't  think  it  should 
be  killed,  and  it  seems  to  me  the  wishes  of  those 
members  should  be  deferred  to.  I  don't  wish 
the  order  acted  upon  tonight  under  those  cir- 
cumstances, although  I  should  prefer  to  see  it 
passed  tonight.  It  seems  to  me  it  must  be  killed 
unless  the  gentleman  withdraws  the  motion. 

Mr.  Whall— If  the  gentleman  from  Ward  13 
is  a  friend  of  this  measure  1  am  surprised  at  the 
motion  which  he  has  introduced.  We  have 
already  once  voted  upon  the  passage  o£  this 
order,  and  upon  that  vote  it  was  defeated. 
The  reconsideration  was  moved,  and  has  just 
been  carried.  Anybody  who  knows  the  com- 
plexion of  the  Council  tonight,  will  know  that 
if  the  previous  question  is  ordered,  the  refer- 
ence will  be  cut  off  and  we  will  be  beaten  "horse, 
foot  and  dragoons,"  on  this  measure.  If  the  gen- 
tleman is  a  friend  of  the  Sewer  Department;  and 
wants  the  department  to  get  this  money  this 
year,  the  only  thing  for  him  to  do  is  to  with- 
draw the  motion  for  the  previous  question,  and 
let  us  save  the  order  for  action  at  some  future 
meeting. 

Mr.  Leary— I  would  like  to  explain  why  I 
made  that  motion.  I  feel  that  if  we  fail  to  get 
the  necessary  number  of  votes  tonight,  the  Fi- 
nance Committee  would  then  have  the  privi- 
lege, if  they  desired  to  help  the  Sewer  Depart- 
ment, of  reporting  in  favor  of  the  transfer,  and 
giving  their  reasons. 

Mr.  Whall— Not  without  an  order. 

Mr.  Leary— Then  I  can  introduce  an  order. 

Mr.  Fowler— I  voted  in  favor  of  the  recon- 
sideration of  this  order  because  it  was  distinctly 
understood  that  it  was  to  be  sent  back  to  the 
Finance  Committee,  and  Mr.  McNary  pledged 
his  friends  that  they  would  vote  to  send  it  there. 

Mr.  Leary— I  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  F.  R.  Morrison— I  renew  the  motion  for 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Short— 1  trust  the  gentleman  will  with- 
draw that  motion.  I  think  the  disposition  of 
the  Council  is  to  treat  this  matter  as  it  ought  to 
be  treated,  as  a  purely  business  matter.  Those 
who  have  spoken  on  the  subject  feel  as  I  do  that 
if  the  matter  is  to  be  treated  fairly  upon  its 
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merits,  it  should  be  referred  to  the  Finance 
Committee.  If  the  motion  for  the  previous 
question  is  pushed  I  trust  it  will  be  voted  down 
and  the  order  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  do  not  know  that  a  personal 
request  made  by  me  to  Mr.  Morrison  will  have 
any  weight.  But  I  trust  he  will  withdraw  the 
motion.  I  do  not  like  to  vote  against  the  gen- 
tleman, but  I  shall  have  to  do  so  if  he  presses 
his  motion,  and  I  think  the  majority  of  the 
Council  will  do  so.  I  trust  that  out  of  favor  to 
the  Republican  minority  here,  he  will  withdraw 
the  motion. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  to  explain  to  the  gen- 
tleman who  has  renewed  the  motion  for  the 
previous  question,  that  if  he  intends  to  kill  this 
order,  he  is  taking  the  most  effectual  course  to 
do  it ;  because  if  he  insists  upon  not  referring  it 
to  the  Finance  Committee,  he  will  alienate  just 
enough  members  to  defeat  it.  I  trust,  there- 
fore, that  he  will  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  C.  C.  Powers— I  trust  the  gentleman  will 
withdraw  the  motion,  for  the  reason  that  I  think 
I  may  vote  in  favor  of  this  measure  at  another 
time.  I  have  already  spoken  against  it  twice, 
and  voted  against  it  But  if  it  goes  to  the 
Finance  Committee,  and  I  have  an  opportunity 
to  explain  my  vote  for  it,  I  might  do  so.  But 
the  previous  question  cuts  off  both  debate  and 
the  reference  to  the  Finance  Committee,  and  I 
shall  vote  against  the  order  tonight. 

Mr.  Gomez— If  the  gentleman  from  East  Bos- 
ton does  not  see  fit  to  withdraw  the  motion,  I 
don't  know  anything  better  than  to  vote  it 
down.  I  trust  the  motion  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion will  not  prevail. 

The  Council  refused  to  order  the  main  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Ladd  asked  if  amendments  were  in  order, 
and  the  Chair  said  no. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall  it  was  voted  that 
debate  be  now  closed. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee.   Mr.  McNary  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

THE  LATE  TIMOTHY  J.  DACEY. 

Mr.  Whall— Mr.  President,  at  this  time  it  be- 
comes a  sad  and  painful  duty  for  me  to  convey 
to  this  Council  intelligence  that  has  arrived 
since  we  began  this  evening's  session.  Since 
we  took  our  seats  in  this  chamber  tonight  there 
has  passed  from  our  midst  one  who  has  always 
shown  himself  to  be  a  faithful,  loyal  citizen  of 
Boston,  one  mindful  of  her  traditions,  and  ever 
eager  to  hold  aloft  the  high  reputation  that  in 
the  past  she  has  maintained.  Since  we  have 
assembled  here  tonight  the  Hon.  Timothy  J. 
Dacey,  the  president  of  the  Boston  School  Board, 
has  left  everything  terrestial  and  gone  to  the 
realms  above.  It  is  with  some  degree  of  feel- 
ing that  I  speak  of  him,  for  he  was  my  personal 
friend,  tried  and  trusted,  true  as  steel.  But  it  is 
not  because  he  was  a  personal  friend  of  mind 
that  tonight  I  take,  by  the  courtesy  of  the 
Chair  and  the  kind  indulgence  of  the  Council, 
my  position  here  to  say  a  few  words  relative  to 
his  career.  Fifteen  years  ago  last  January,  while 
but  a  youth  of  22  or  23,  Mr.  Dacey  commenced 
his  political  life  and  began  it  in  this  chamber 
where  we  are  now  assembled.  For  two  years 
he  served  the  city  of  his  birth  in  the  humble, 
yet  not  at  times  inglorious  position  of  a  coun- 
cilman. But  higher  honors  awaited  him,  and 
an  appreciative  constituency  elevated  him  to 
the  role  of  a  legislator  of  the  Commonwealth. 
For  three  or  four  years  he  served  in  that  capaci- 
ty, either  as  a  member  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives or  as  senator,  and  through  all  his 
years  of  connection  with  oar  State  government 
his  career  was  marked  by  that  modesty,  by  that 
fidelity  and  by  that  ability  which  characterized 
his  conduct  while  in  office  in  the  city  govern- 
ment. After  leaving  our  State  government  as  a 
legislator,  he  was  called  upon  to  act  as  one  of 
the  administrative  officers  of  the  Commonwealth 
in  the  criminal  departments  of  the  courts,  and 
some  nine  or  ten  years  ago  he  took  the  position 


of  assistant  district-attorney.  How  well  he 
performed  his  duties  there  those  of  us 
who  practice  at  the  bar  can  well  attest, 
and  the  citizens  of  Boston  can  testify  to'  the  high 
general  repute  in  which  he  has  been  held.  But 
since  then  he  has  had  a  connection  with  the  city 

fovernment,  and  it  is  of  that  connection,  and 
ecause  of  that  connection,  that  I  am  now  speak- 
ing. He  has  served  for  years  as  president  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital.  But  the 
highest  office  which  he  has  held  in  our  city  gov- 
ernment has  been  the  one  which  up  to  tonight 
was  his,  namely,  president  of  the  School  Board. 
It  is  because  he  was  the  presiding  officer  of  what 
I  might  call  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  our  govern- 
ment that  I  have  taken  my  position  tonight,  and 
I  desire'  to  call  upon  the  Common  Council  of 
Boston,  where  he  began  his  public  career,  for 
some  testimonial  as  to  his  qualities.  His  quali- 
ties—and they  were  well  known  to  those  who 
knew  the  man — were  his  extreme  modesty,  his 
sterling  honesty,  and  his  scrupulous  fidelity  to 
what  he  thought  was  true  and  proper.  I  might 
have  mentioned  that  as  a  lad  he  took  part 
in  the  great  rebellion;  but  we  are  not  dealing 
with  his  antecedent  career;  we  are  only  dealing 
tonight  with  his  connection  with  our  city  and 
State.  I  have  a  personal  reason  for  beingupon 
the  floor  tonight,  Mr.  President.  When  I  was 
allowed  under  our  statutes  to  take  the  oath  of 
office  that  entitled  me  to  practice  in  all  the 
courts  of  this  Commonwealth  as  an  attorney 
and  counsellor  at  law,  it  was  the  Hon.  Timothy 
J.  Dacey  who  stood  at  my  shoulder  and  guaran- 
teed to  the  court  that  as  far  as  the  evidence 
went  I  was  a  good  and  true  man ;  and  it  is  be- 
cause he  was  in  a  measure  my  legal  father  that 
tonight  I  could  say  things  that  perhaps  the  oc- 
casion would  not  allow  me  to  utter.  And  I 
think,  Mr.  President,  that  he  having  occupied 
so  many  public  positions,  and  being  so  lately 
the  presiding  officer  of  a  co-ordinate  branch  of 
our  government,  definite  action  should  be  taken 
by  this  body  in  which  he  commenced  his  politi- 
cal career.  Therefore,  with  that  object  in  view, 
I  otter  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  president  and  three  other 
members  be  appointed  to  represent  the  Com- 
mon Council  at  the  funeral  of  the  Hon.  Timothy 
J.  Dacey,  late  president  of  the  School  Commit- 
tee, any  expense  contracted  by  the  committee 
to  be  charged  to  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Com- 
mon Council. 

The  order  was  passed  unanimously,  and  thOv 
Chair  appointed  Messrs.  Whall,    Fowler    and 
Mahoney,  together  with  the  president,  as  such 
committee. 

Mr.  Fowler— Mr.  President,  having  consid- 
erable acquaintance  with  the  late  Mr.  Dacey, 
and  having  had  very  pleasant  professional  rela- 
tions with  Trim— and  in  saying  that  I  only  say 
what  I  think  every  other  member  of  the  Suffolk 
bar  can  truly  say  who  has  practised  at  all  in  the 
Superior  Criminal  Court  of  this  county  for  the 
last  six  or  seven  years— I  desire  to  add  my  per- 
sonal tribute  of  respect  to  the  deceased  brother 
who  has  left  us  tonight.  As  has  been  well  said 
by  the  gentleman  who  preceded  me,  he  has 
filled  during  his  few  active  years  more  dis- 
tinguished offices  than  almost  any  other 
young  mau  of  his  age;  he  has  adorned  every 
one  of  them,  and  has  so  filled  them  that 
he  has  reflected  great  credit  upon  him- 
self and  upon  his  friends  and  constituents. 
The  secret  of  his  success,  I  think,  was  this: 
that  he  always  treated  everybody  with  whom  he 
was  brought  into  any  official  connection  with 
the  most  uniform  consideration  and  kindness. 
I  believe  that  in  the  death  of  Mr.  Dacey,  the 
Democratic  party  has  lost  one  of  its  brightest 
and  most  shining  lights.  I  believe,  sir,  it  meet 
and  proper,  as  a  tribute  of  respect  to  the  de- 
parted, that  this  Council  should  adjourn ;  and, 
Mr.  President,  I  move  that  this  Council  do  now 
adjourn  out  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  Hon. 
Timothy  J.  Dacey. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

Adjourned  at  10.27  P.M. 
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CITY   OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Monday,  Deo.  19,  1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
4  o'clock  P.M.,  Aid.  Donovan,  Chairman,  pre- 
siding, and  all  the  members  present. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Bromwich,  the  reading  of 
the  record  of  the  last  meeting  was  dispensed 
with. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  as  follows : 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors  for  the  first  session, 
January  sitting,  of  the  Superior  Court. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors  for  the  second  ses- 
sion, January  sitting,  of  the  Superior  Court. 

Forty  traverse  jurors  for  the  January  term 
of  the  Superior  Criminal  Court. 

Twenty-two  grand  jurors  for  the  January 
term  of  the  Superior  Civil  Court. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors  for  the  January 
term  of  the  Superior  Civil  Court,  fourth  session. 

HEARINGS  AT  FOUR  O'CLOCK, 

1.  On  petition  of  J.  C.  Talbot,  to  project  two 
bay  windows  from  building  on  Washington 
street,  Dorchester  District. 

Petitioner  granted,  leave  to  withdraw,  at  his 
own  request,  not  having  advertised. 

Later  in  the  session  an  order  of  notice  was 
passed  for  a  hearing  thereon,  Tuesday,  Dec.  27, 
1887,  at  4  o'clock,  P.  M. 

2.  On  petition  of  P.  O'Riorden,  for  leave  to  pro- 
ject two  bay  windows  from  building  Nos.  42  to 
46  Park  street,  Ward  5. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Inspection  of 
Buildings  (Aid.) 

3.  On  'petition  of  A,  D.  Henderson  for  license 
to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  engine  of  10-horse 
power,  at  rear  of  371  Western  avenue,  Ward  25. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

NEXT  REGULAR  MEETING. 

It  was  voted,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Allen,  under 
suspension  of  the  rule,  that  the  next  regular 
meeting  of  the  Board  he  held  on  Tuesday,  Dec. 
27,  at  4  o'clock  P.M. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims— Mrs.  C.  A.  Mars- 
ton,  for  compensation  for  personal  injuries. 

Daniel  Farren,  for  compensation  for  personal 
injuries. 

Jennie  Manoney,  for  compensation  for  per- 
sonal injuries. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common,  etc.  (Aid.)— 
Thomas  Connors,  to  remove  at  his  own  ex- 
pense two  trees  in  front  of  his  estate,  244  Third 
street,  South  Boston. 

Remonstrance,  Samuel  C.  B.  Rogers  and  others, 
against  allowing  the  destruction  of  a  large  elm 
tree  on  Paul  Gore  street  extension. 

Board  of  Police,  by  A.  T.  Whiting,  chairman, 
for  leave  to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden  building 
for  two  horses,  on  City  Square,  in  rear  of  Police 
Station  15,  Ward  15. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  (Aid.)— George 
H.  Cavanaugh,  to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden 
building  for  seven  horses,  on  Dorchester  avenue, 
nearly  opposite  Middle  street,  Ward  15. 

Max  Muller,  to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden 
building  for  two  horses,  on  Brook  street,  Roslin- 
dale,  Ward  23. 

John  A.  Stetson,  to  occupy  an  addition  to 
wooden  building  for  17  additional  horses  on  East 
First  street,  No.  580,  Ward  14. 

John  D.  Stimson,  to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden 
building  for  two  horses  on  Holton  street,  near 
Franklin  street,  Allston,  Ward  25. 

R.  S.  Wright,  to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden 
building  for  one  horse  on  Sycamore  street,  Ros- 
lindale,  between  Ashland  and  Hawthorne 
streets,  Ward  23. 

To  the  Committee  on  Electric  Wires — Boston 
Electric  Lighting  Company,  for  leave  to  erect 
nine  poles  on  AVarren  avenue,  between  Claren- 
don street  and  Columbus  avenue, 

To  the  Committee  on  Department  for  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings— Frederick  G.  Williams,  to 
project  a  transparent  cloth  sign  from  the  second 


story  of  the  Williams  House,  114  Merrirnac 
street. 

American  Dioramic  Company,  to  suspend  from 
the  front  of  the  Old  South  Meeting-House  two 
clusters  of  electric  lights. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers  (Aid.)— Thomas 
Clarby,  for  compensation  for  land  taken  for  a 
sewer  on  Wakullah  street. 

George  S.  Curtis  and  John  G.  Cabe,  for  abate- 
ment of  sewer  assessment  against  their  estates 
on  Paul  Gore  street,  Ward  23. 

Owen  King,  for  compensation  for  land  taken 
for  a  sewer. 

St.  Patrick's  Educational  Society,  for  abate- 
ment of  sewer  assessment  on  Forest  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps— John  B.  McNa- 
mara  and  others,  for  public  lamps  in  a  court 
leading  from  No.  62  Henley  street,  Charlestown. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving  (Aid.)— J.  C. 
Talbot,  to  put  bulkhead  in  sidewalk  in  front  of 
1157  Washington  street. 

James  C.  Jordan,  to  place  a  bulkhead  in  the 
sidewalk  on  Branch  street,  in  rear  of  62  Beacon 
street. 

Hugh  Smith,  for  abatement  of  edgestone  as- 
sessment against  his  estate  on  Mitchell  street. 

Mary  O'Brien,  for  abatement  of  edgestone  as- 
sessment against  her  estate  on  Mitchell  street. 

Samuel  B.  Pierce  and  others,  for  plank  side- 
walk on  Eastman  stieet,  Dorchester.    • 

J.  Cavanagh  &  Son,  to  move  a  building  from 
rear  Munroe  street  to  Savin  street,  Ward  21. 

John  D.  Williams,  trustee,  and  others,  that 
Beacon  street,  from  314  to  354  inclusive,  be  re- 
numbered. 

Isaac  Blair  &  Co.,  to  move  a  wooden  building 
from  John  A.  Andrew  stieet  to  Newbern  street, 
Ward  23. 

William  R.  Cavanagh,  to  move  a  wooden 
building  from  Townsend  street  to  rear  57  Mon- 
roe street,  Ward  21, 

Albert  B.  Low,  for  leave  to  bury  an  anchor  in 
the  street  near  the  South  Ferry  house,  East 
Boston,  to  be  used  to  guy  shears  to,  used  in 
hauling  ferry  drop  into  place. 

Petition  for  Bay  Window. 

On  the  following  petition,  viz. : 

Patrick  J.  Donovan,  for  leave  to  project  five 
bay  windows  from  buildings  corner  Sullivan 
and  High  streets. 

An  order  of  notice  was  passed  for  a  hearing 
thereon  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  27,  at  4  o'clock  P.M. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

4.  Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  petition  the  Legislature  at  its  next 
session  for  the  passage  of  an  act  to  equalize  the 
representation  of  voters  in  the  City  Council,  sub- 
stantially as  proposed  in  the  draft  hereto  an- 
nexed.   (City  Doc.  172.) 

The  question  was  on  concurrence  in  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order. 

Aid.  Allen— I  would  like  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  look  this  over  a  little  and  read  it,  as  I 
haven't  seen  it  before.  I  move  that  further  con- 
sideration be  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Board. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  carried. 

5.  Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances  be  and  they  hereby  are  au- 
thorized to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  $250  for 
the  preparation  of  an  index  to  the  new  part  of 
the  volume  of  "Statutes  relating  to  Boston" ; 
said  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  contingent  expenses  of  JQint  committees. 

Passed  in  concurrence. 

Later  in  the  session,  on  motion  of  Aid.  N.  G. 
Smith,  the  vote  was  reconsidered  and  Aid.  N.  G. 
Smith  moved  to  amend  by  substituting  for  the 
words  "Committe  on  Ordinances"  "Committee 
on  Printing." 

The  question  was  on  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment. 

Aid.  Lee — It  seems  to  me  that  some  explana- 
tion should  be  given  by  the  alderman  on  my 
right  for  offering  that  amendment.  I  have  no 
objection  to  it,  but  I  would  like  some  reasons 
stated  why  he  makes  that  amendment. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— The  matter  is  entirely  in 
the  hands  of  the  Committee  on  Printing,  and 
Mr.  Whitmore,  in  drawing  up  that  order,  made 
a  clerical  error,  and,  in  a  note  to  me  today,  he 
asked  me  to  make  the  correction  here.  I  will 
read  his  note  for  the  information  of  the  Board. 
[Reading :] 

"When  the  order  for  the  appropriation  for 
the  indexes  comes  down,  please  move  to  correct 
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by  changing  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  Com- 
mittee on  Printing.  I  made  a  clerical  error. 
The  Committee  on  Printing  is  the  one  in  charge 
of  it." 

It  is  a  matter  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee 
on  Printing.  Councilman  Whitrnore  has  the 
matter  specially  in  charge,  and  hi  drawing  up 
that  order  he  committed  the  error. 

Aid.  Lee— The  explanation  is  entirely  satis- 
factory to  me,  and  as  there  are  so  very  few 
clerical  errors  made  around  the  building  here  I 
will  withdraw  my  objection. 

The  amendment  was  adopted  and  the  order  as 
amended  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

6.  Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Fire  Commis- 
sioners be  authorized  to  purchase  of  the  Fire 
Extinguisher  Manufacturing  Company  of  New 
York,  one  first-class  patent  aerial  turn  table  truss 
ladder  truck,  at  a  price  not  exceeding  $3800,  and 
charge  the  same  to  the  general  appropriation 
for  Fire  Department. 

Statement  of  Robberies. 

7.  Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Police  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  the  City  Council  a  complete 
statement  of  all  robberies  reported  to  the  police 
in  all  parts  of  the  city  of  Boston  during  the  past 
six  months;  and  that  all  highway  robberies, 
house  and  store  burglaries,  and  second-story 
cases  be  classified,  and  briefly  detail,  giving 
names,  street,  and  number  in  connection  with 
the  buildings  where  such  robberies  were  com- 
mitted, with  the  amount  lost ;  also  what  portion 
of  stolen  property  has  been  recovered,  and  in 
what  case  the  thieves  have  been  apprehended. 

In  Common  Council,  Dec.  15,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Police,  with  instructions  to  re- 
port at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council. 

The  question  was  on  concurrence  in  the  refer- 
ence with  instructions. 

Aid.  Allen— I  don't  believe  it  is  in  the  inter- 
est of  the  public  good  that  this  matter  of  rob- 
beries and  so  on  should  be  printed  in  full,  and 
that  is  the  information  that  this  order  seems  to 
call  for.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  will  not  serve 
the  public  good  in  any  way  or  manner.  There 
are  instructions  here  to  report  at  the  next  meet- 
ing. 

The  Chairman— To  report  at  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Common  Council. 

Aid.  Allen— My  preference  would  be  that  it 
should  be  indefinitely  postponed,  and  I  will 
make  that  motion . 

Aid.  Carroll— I  second  the  motion. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  be  obliged 
to  rule  the  order  not  before  the  Board  at  this 
time. 

Aid.  Allen— Then  I  move  to  amend  by  strik- 
ing out  the  instructions  so  that  it  will  simply  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Police. 

The  amendment  was  adopted.    Sent  down. 

CONFIRMATION    OF    EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENTS. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  Board  balloted 
on  confirming  the  mayor's-  appointments  of  (8) 
Edward  A.  Kinney  to  be  a  weigher  of  coal,  and 
(9)  William  A.  Robertson  to  be  a  measurer  of 
grain. 

Committee — Aid.  Haynes  and  C.  W.  Smith. 

Eleven  ballots  were  cast,  yes  10,  no  l,  and  the 
appointments  were  declared  confirmed. 

EDGESTONE  ASSESSMENTS. 

Schedules  were  received  from  the  office  of 
the  superintendent  of  streets  of  the  cost  of  fur- 
nishing and  setting  edgestones  on  sundry 
streets,  with  orders  that  the  persons  named  in 
the  said  sphedules  be  charged  and  assessed  with 
one  half  the  sum  set  to  their  respective  names 
as  their  proportional  part  of  the  cost  thereof. 

Orders  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

GASTON   SCHOOLHOUSE. 

The  following  was  received : 

Office  of  Supt.  Public  Buildings,  1 
Dec.  19,1887.        ) 
To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Gentleman,— I  am  obliged  to  ask  you  to  fur- 
nish the  sum  of  ($10,000)  to  replace  said  amount 
expended  for  the  rebuilding  of  the  Gaston 
schoolhouse  and  taken  from  the  appropriation 
for  schoolhouses,  public  buildings, 

It  will  be  remembered  that  my  estimate  for 
the  rebuilding  of  said  house  $40,000.  Upon 
completion  I  find  that  it  will  exceed  that  sum 
by  about  §1000  dollars.  The  refurnishing  will 
cost  about  $4000  more,  making  the  total  on  the 
building  of  $45,000.  The  building  with  the  excep- 


tion of  the  exterior  walls  and  floor  timbers  below 
the  third  story  and  southerly  end  is  entirely 
new,  and  is  built  in  conformity  to  the  laws  and 
ordinances  and  under  direction  of  the  inspector 
of  buildings,  and  as  I  deem  is  one  of  the  most 
complete  school  buildings  in  the  city. 

I  desire  the  amount  named  replaced  in  order 
to  pay  the  regular  bills  accrued  on  schoolhouses, 
public  buildings. 

Following  is  a  tabular  statement  of  the  ex- 
penditures on  the  Gaston  schoolhouse. 
Expended   for   carpentry,  lumber,  ironwork 

and  hardware gl4,240  93 

For  masonry,  stonework  and  plastering 11,604  94 

"    heating  and  ventilation 4,052  03 

"    copperwork  and  material 3,184  80 

"    slating  and  tinning 3,134  00 

"    painting  and  glazing 1,598  65 

"    Are  proofing  floors 1,150  80 

"    plumbing 748  GO 

"    furniture  and  furnishing 3,498  22 

843,212  87 

There  are  outstanding  bills  for  floor  boards 
and  furniture  amounting  to  about  $2000,  which 
will  bring  the  total  cost  a  little  more  than  $45,- 
000. 

There  are  two  other  matters  now  pending  for 
which  the  means  will  be  required. 

Namely:  The  fitting  up  of  a  house  in  the  new 
Pierce  School  district,  on  Armandine  street, 
which  will  cost  $1000,  and  the  rental  and  fitting 
up  of  the  Hawes-plaee  Church,  South  Boston, 
for  school  purposes,  which  will  cost  the  sum  of 
$5000. 

These  amounts  added  to  that  for  the  Gaston 
Schoolhouse,  will  make  a  total  of  $16,000,  which 
I  respectfully  ask  may  be  provided  for  and  ad- 
ded to  the  appropriation  for  schoolhouses,  pub- 
lic buildings,  as  none  of  the  above  was  provided 
for  in  the  annual  appropriation,  and  is  now 
much  needed. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Jas.  C.  Tucker,  Supt. 

Communication  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

SEWER  ASSESSMENTS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  from  the  office  of  the 
superintendent  of  sewers,  schedules  of  the  cost 
of  constructing  common  sewers  in  sundry 
streets,  with  orders  that  the  persons  named  in 
the  said  schedules  be  charged  and  assessed  with 
the  sum  set  to  their  respective  names  as  their 
proportional  part  of  the  cost  thereof. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers  (Aid.) 

STEAM  ENGINES. 

Ala.  Haynes  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines,  recommending 
that  a  license  be  granted,  on  the  usual  condi- 
tions, to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler  for  heat- 
ing purposes,  as  follows : 

Gilchrist  &  Gorhain,  five-horse  power,  207  Con- 
gress street. 

Report  accepted,  license  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

Also  reports  that  licenses  be  granted  to  erect 
and  use  stationary  steam  engines  as  follows : 

G.  H.  D.  Wheeler,  20-horse  power,  No.  103  East 
Dedhaui  street. 

G.  D.  Dows  &  Co.,  10-horse  power,  Nos.  41-43 
Fort  Hill  square. 

C.  A.  Sinclair,  15-horse  power,  Nos.  415-417 
Columbus  avenue. 

Reports  accepted,  licenses  granted  on  the 
usual  condition. 

county  accounts. 

Aid.  Carroll  for  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  the  petition  of  the  Index  Commis- 
sioners, for  an  appropriation  of  $18,000  for  con- 
tinuing the  work  of  preparing  classified  indexes 
of  Suffolk  Deeds,  having  considered  the  subject, 
respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing order : 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Index  Commis- 
sioners for  the  County  of  Suffolk  be  authorized 
to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  $18,000  in  the 
preparation  of  consolidated  and  classified  des- 
criptive indexes  of  Suffolk  deeds;  said  sum  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  county 
of  Suffolk. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  the  Index  Commis- 
sioners, for  an  appropriation  of  $5000  for  index- 
ing Suffolk  deeds  for  the  ensuing  year,  having 
considered  the  subject,  respectfully  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  following  order : 
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Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Index  Commis- 
sioners for  the  County  of  Suffolk  be  authorized 
to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  $5000,  in  the 
preparation  of  the  annual  indexes  in  the  Suf- 
folk Registry  of  Deeds,  for  the  ensuing  year, 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
the  county  of  Suffolk. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
Social  Law  Library,  for  an  appropriation  of 
$1000  for  the  uses  of  said  library,  having  con- 
sidered the  sub.iect,  respectfully  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
the  proprietors  of  the  Social  Law  Library  the 
sum  of  $1000,  for  the  use  of  said  library,  in  ac- 
cordance with  Chapter  40,  Section  6  of  the  Pub- 
lic Statutes,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  county  of  Suffolk. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

CLAIMS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims  reports  that  leave  to  withdraw  be 
granted  on  the  following  petitions : 

Dennis  Crowley,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  at  the  north  ferry. 

Sarah  B.  Bowker,  to  be  refunded  the  amount 
paid  for  tax  deeds  of  certain  estates  sold  for  un- 
paid taxes. 

M.  F.  Davern,  for  compensation  for  loss  of  a 
horse,  caused  through  the  alleged  negligence  of 
an  employee  in  the  Health  Department. 

Nellie  L.  Brown,  to  be  refunded  the  amounts 
paid  for  tax  deeds  of  certain  estates  sold  for  un- 
paid taxes. 

Edwin  F.  Bowker,  to  be  refunded  the  amounts 
paid  for  tax  deeds  of  certain  estates  sold  for  un- 
paid taxes. 

Lottie  E.  Brown,  to  be  refunded  the  amounts 
paid  for  tax  deeds  of  certain  estates  sold  for  un- 
paid taxes. 

Reports  accepted.    Sent  down. 

PAVING  REPORTS   AND  ORDERS. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving  (Aid.) : 

Reports  recommending  that  permits  be  granted 
on  the  usual  conditions,  as  follows : 

William  R.  Cavanagh,  to  move  a  wooden 
building  from  Townsend  street  to  rear  57  Mon- 
roe street,  Ward  21. 

Isaac  Blair  &  Co.,  to  move  a  wooden  building 
from  John  A.  Andrew  street  to  Newbern  street, 
Ward  23. 

John  Laley,  to  move  a  wooden  building  from 
Border  street,  corner  Condor  street,  Ward  1,  to 
rear  412  Border  street.  Ward  1. 

Reports  accepted,  permits  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

Reports  and  orders  that  licenses  be  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions,  as  follows : 

A.  B.  McGahey,  owner  of  estate  on  South  Mar- 
gin street,  to  construct  and  maintain  a  bulKhead, 
to  be  kept  closed,  in  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  his 
said  estate. 

A.  B.  McGahey,  owner  of  estate  on  Staniford 
street,  to  construct  and  maintain  a  bulkhead,  to 
be  kept  closed,  in  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  his 
said  estate. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order— That  Albert  B.  Low  be  au- 
thorized to  bury  an  anchor  in  the  street,  about 
30  feet  from  the  south  ferry  house,  East  Boston, 
to  be  used  to  guy  shears  to  be  used  in  hauling 
ferry  drop  into  place,  provided  that  said  Low 
first  gives  to  the  city  of  Boston  an  agreement  in 
writing  to  save  harmless  the  said  city  against 
any  and  all  damages  arising  from  the  location 
or  use  of  said  anchor  as  aforesaid." 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

electric  wires. 

Aid.  Maguire,  for  the  Committee  on  Electric 
Wires,  submitted  the  following : 

Report  and  order— That  permission  be  granted 
to  the  New  England  Telephone  and  Telegraph 
Company  to  erect  six  poles  for  the  supoort  of 
wires  in  the  following-named  streets  in  Charles- 
town,  at  points  designated  by  red  dots  on  a  plan 
made  by  D.  A.  Harrington,  dated  Dec.  12,  1887, 
and  de  posited  in  the  office  of  the  superinten- 
dent of  streets,  viz. : 

Austin  street. 

[Appended  were  the  usualprinted  conditions.] 

Ordered,  That  the  New  England  Telephone 
and  Telegraph  Company  be  and   the  same  is 


hereby  authorized  to  remove  five  poles  from 
Austin  street,  as  shown  on  a  plan  made  by  D.  A. 
Harrington,  dated  Dec.  12,  1887,  and  designated 
by  three  dots. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order — That  permission  be  grant- 
ed to  the  Boston  Electric  Light  Company  to 
erect  nine  poles  for  the  support  of  wires  in  the 
following-named  streets  in  Boston,  at  points 
designated  by  red  dots  on  a  plan  made  by  M.  W. 
Fitzsimmons,  dated  and  deposited  in  the  office 
of  the  superintendent  of  streets,  viz. : 

Warren  avenue,  between  Clarendon  street 
and  Columbus  avenue. 

[Appended  were  the  usual  printed  conditions.] 

Ordered,  That  the  order  passed  by  this  Board 
Dec.  12,  1887,  granting  a  location  for  poles  on  the 
said  Warren  avenue,  between  Dartmouth  street 
and  Columbus  avenue,  be  and  the  same  is  here- 
by rescinded. 

Report  accented,  orders  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

licenses. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  recommending  that  li- 
censes be  granted  as  follows : 

Proctor  &  Mansfield,  for  Grand  Opera  House, 
Washington  street,  for  the  season  ending  Au- 
gust 1,  1888. 

William  E.  Carter,  for  polo  exhibitions  at  the 
Mechanics'  Building,  for  the  season  ending 
Aug.  1,  1888. 

Also  a  report  on  the  petition  of  John  Sand- 
strup  for  license  to  sell  flowers  from  tray  or  bas- 
ket m  Winter  street— That  the  petitioner  have 
leave  to  withdraw.    Accepted. 


Aid.  Allen  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health  (Aid.)  recommending  that 
leave  be  granted,  on  the  usual  conditions,  to  oc- 
cupy a  stable  as  follows : 

Finn  Bros.,  to  occupy  a  proposed  wooden 
building  for  two  horses  on  Ruthven  street, 
Ward  21. 

Report  accepted,  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

bay  windows. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith,  for  the  Committee  on  In- 
spection of  Buildings  (Aid.),  submitted  reports 
recommending  that  permits  be  granted  as  fol- 
lows : 

William  Rooney.  to  project  two  bay  windows 
from  building  on  Centre  street,  Jamaica  Plain. 

Michael  F.  Dolan,  to  project  a  bay  window 
from  building  on  Centre  street,  Jamaica  Plain. 

Reports  accepted,  permits  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions, 

inspection  of  buildings. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith,  for  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  the  Department  for  the  Inspection  of 
Buildings,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  and  order— That  the  inspector  of  build- 
ings be  authorized  to  issue  a  permit  to  J.  K. 
Souther  &  Son  to  build,  outside  the  building 
limits,  a  wooden  addition  to  building  on  Bick- 
f  ord  street,  near  Heath  street,  Ward  22,  in  excess 
of  size  allowed  and  without  the  construction  of 
a  brick  wall,  as  required  by  the  ordinances,  and 
in  accordance  with  an  application  on  file  in  the 
Department  for  the  Inspection  of  Buildings; 
said  addition  to  be  occupied  as  a  wagon  shed, 
main  building  occupied  as  a  wagon  shed. 
■  Report  accepted,  order  passedT  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  George  A.  Avery,  for 
leave  to  build  an  addition  to  a  building  on  War- 
ren street,  corner  of  Montrose  street,  Ward  21— 
That  no  action  is  necessary. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  E.  O.  Gifford,  for 
leave  to  build  an  addition  to  building  on  an  un- 
named street  off  K  street,  Ward  14— That  no 
action  is  necessary. 

Reports  severally  occepted.    Sent  down. 

COMMON  SEWERS. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Bromwich  it  was  voted  to 
take  the  following  from  the  table,  viz. : 

11.  Preamble  and  order  that  sundry  sewers  be 
laid  out  as  common  sewers.    (Doc.  171.) 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  pream- 
ble and  order. 

Aid.  C.W.  Smith— As  I  understand  this  question 
it  is  about  like  this.    These  sewers  were  built  in 
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the  years  1885  and  1886,  and  some  of  them  in  the 
first  part  of  18S7.  They  were  built  without  any 
orders  from  the  Board,  and  I  think  the  law  'says 
that  unless  the  sewers  are  ordered  by  the  Board 
no  assessments  can  be  collected.  Now,  I  under- 
stand Document  171  is  prepared  by  the  corpora- 
tion counsel  to  legalize  the  brrilding  of  these 
sewers  as  it  were,  and  if  that  order  is  passed  I 
see  no  better  thing  to  do  at  the  present  time. 
The  superintendent  of  sewers  will  send  in  a  list 
of  assessments  to  this  Board,  and  they  of  course 
order  them  collected.  I  understand  there  are 
more  of  the  same  kind  to  come  later  on.  I  do 
not  see  anything  else  for  the  Board  to  do  but  to 
pass  the  order,  in  order  that  we  may  collect  and 
levy  assessments. 
The  preamble  and  order  were  passed. 

ABATEMENT    AND    RE-ASSESSMENT    OF   ASSESS- 
MENTS. 

Aid.  Magutre  offered  an  order— That  the 
edgestone  assessment  of  $15.42  and  $8.55,  levied 
Nov.  30,  18S7.  against  the  estate  of  Francis 
Schneider,  No.  25  Mitchell  street,  and  Margaret 
f.  Cloney,  Mitchell  street,  next  to  Sullivan 
estate,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  re-assessed 
as  follows : 

No.  25  Mitchell  street,  Francis  Schneider, 
$13.32.  Mitchell  street,  next  to  estate  of  Eliza- 
beth Sullivan,  Margaret  Cloney,  $7.07. 

Said  abatements  are  made  on  account  of  errors 
in  measurements. 

Order  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

LAND  DAMAGES. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  the  following  orders: 


Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  the  Boston  & 
Albany  Railroad  Company  the  sum  of  $7412  for 
land  taken  and  all.  damages  occasioned  by  the 
laying  out  of  Boylston  street,  between  Hereford 
street  and  the  portion  of  said  Boylston  street 
leading  eastwardly  from  West  Chester  Park, 
already  a  public  street. 

Ordered.  That  there  be  paid  to  Peter  Murtagh 
the  sum  of  $1100,  for  land  taken  and  all  damages 
occasioned  by  the  widening  of  Washington 
street,  at  Dorchester. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

PIGGERIES  IN  THE  CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  offered  an  order— That  the 
Board  of  Health  be  requested  to  investigate  and 
report  to  the  City  Council  as  to  whether  there 
are  any  piggeries  maintained  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton in  violation  of  the  city  ordinance. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

MEETING  ON  THURSDAY. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Allen  it  was  voted  that  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Board  be  held  Thursday 
next,  at  5  o'clock  P.M. 

NEW  COURT  HOUSE. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  McLaughlin  it  was  voted  to 
take  the  following  from  the  table,  viz : 

10.  Communication  from  the  Court  House 
Commissioners  in  compliance  with  request  of 
Board  of  Aldermen  for  information  concerning 
material  used  on  the  new  Court  House. 

Placed  on  file  on  motion  of  Aid.  McLaughlin. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Allen,  at  5.24  P.M. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Thursday,  Dec.  22, 1887. 
Adjourned  regular  meeting  of   the  Board  of 
Aldermen  at  5  P.M.,  Aid.  Donovan,  chairman, 
presiding,  and  all  the  members  present. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Department  for  inspec- 
tion of  Buildings  (Aid.)— Robert  Fabery,  to  pro- 
ject a  druggist's  mortar  from  estate  272  Tremont 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Electric  Wires— Remon- 
strance of  Charles  S.  Evans  and  others,  against 
the  location  of  poles  on  Northampton  and  Tre- 
mont streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims— Patrick  Markey, 
for  compensation  for  personal  injuries. 

COASTING  ON  HIGHLAND  STREET. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  presented  a  petition  for 
leave  to  coast  on  Highland  street,  and  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rule  offered  an  order — That 
coasting  be  allowed  during  the  present  season 
on  Highland  street,  from  Fort  Hill  avenue  to 
Dorr  street,  under  such  restrictions  as  the  Board 
of  Police  may  see  fit  to  impose. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

EDGESTONE  ASSESSMENTS. 

Schedules  were  received  from  the  office  of  the 
superintendent  of  streets  of  the  cost  of  furnish- 
ing and  getting  edgestones  on  sundry  streets, 
with  orders  that  the  persons  named  in  the  said 
schedules  be  and  they  hereby  are  charged  and 
assessed  with  one  half  the  sums  set  to  their 
respective  names,  as  their  proportional  part  of 
the  cost  thereof. 

Orders  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

SALE  OF  UNCLAIMED  BAGGAGE. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  the  report  of  the  special 
committeee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Company  for 
leave  to  sell  at  public  auction  the  articles  re- 
maining unclaimed  in  the  possession  of  said  cor- 
poration, recommending  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing order : 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad 
corporation  be  authorized  to  sell  at  public  auc- 
tion, within  60  days  after  the  passage  of  this 
order,  and  after  the  publication  of  the  time  and 
place  of  said  sale,  according  to  law,  the  articles 
left  and  remaining  unclaimed  at  the  passenger 
station  of  said  corporation  in  the  city  of  Boston. 

Report  accepted ;  order  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

PROPOSED     TRANSFER    FROM    NEW    PUBLIC    LI- 
BRARY TO  PAVING. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  a  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance  on  the  order  (referred  Nov.  28) 
authorizing  the  city  auditor  to  transfer  the  sum 
of  $85,000  from  the  appropriation  for  library 
building,  Dartmouth  street,  to  the  appropria- 
tirn  for  paving — That  in  their  opinion  the  order 
ought  to  pass. 

Aid.  Allen  and  Councilman  Lauten,  members 
of  the  committee,  dissent  from  the  foregoing 
report, 

Tbe  report  was  accepted,  the  order  read 
twice  and  the  question  came  on  its  passage. 

Aid.  Allen— The  report  which  has  been  read 
has  a  memorandum  at  the  bottom  stating  that 
Councilman  Lauten  and  myself  dissent  from 
that  report  which  favors  the  passage  of  the  or- 
der. We  do  not  object  because  we  have  any 
objection  to  the  Paving'  Department  having 
more  money,  <  r  because  we  believe  that  money 
could  not  be  judiciously  expended  in  that  de- 
partment. But  we  do  dissent  because  we  do  not 
believe  it  is  proper  to  transfer  money  which 
has  been  raised  by  loan  for  a  public  library  and 
put  it  in  to  be  expended  in  this  manner.  The 
subject  is  one  which  is  entirely  familiar  to 
each  member  of  this  Board.  Every  one 
knows  that  a  certain  sum  was  raised  by 
loan    foi    the    purpose    of    putting    up    that 


building.  A  portion  of  it  has  been  ex- 
pended, and  somewhere  about  $375,000  now  re- 
mains of  that  loan  unexpended.  It  is  true  that 
the  building  cannot  be  erected  for  tbe  $375,000, 
or  thereabouts,  which  now  remains  in  the 
hands  of  the  treasurer.  But  I  do  not  believe  we 
have  any  moral  right  to  make  a  loan  for  the  pur- 
pose of  erecting  a  public  library  calling  upon 
the  Sinking  Fund  Commissioners  at  some  later 
day  to  pay  that  loan,  and  expending  the  money 
for  some  other  purpose.  I  believe,  sir,  most  sin- 
cerely, that  that  money  should  be  expended  for 
the  purpose  for  which  it  was  intended,  and  not 
be  diverted  from  it,  and  I  therefore  object.  The 
money,  I  believe,  is  subject  to  the  call  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library.  It 
has  been  placed  at  their  disposal.  I  do 
not  believe  we  have  any  moral  right 
to  take  the  moneywhich  has  been  placed  at 
their  disposal  from  them  and  devote  it  to  the 
objects  stated  in  that  order,  I  sincerely  hope, 
sir,  that  the  order  will  not  pass.  It  is  not  neces- 
sary to  enlarge  upon  this  subject.  The  few 
words  I  have  said  fully  explain  it  without  going 
into  any  further  argument.  When  the  question 
is  taken  of  course  it  will  be  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  it  is  a  transfer. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  don't  want  to  pose  as  a 
champion  of  this  measure.  I  don't  want  to  be 
put  in  that  position,  but  I  am  in  sympathy  with 
the  objects  of  the  measure.  I  believe  the  de- 
partment should  be  made  permanent.  I  believe 
the  men  should  receive  steady  work  and  not  be, 
as  they  are  today,  on  half-time.  Later  on 
this  evening  you  will  hear  quoted  to 
you  the  opinion  of  a  man  who  cannot  make 
any  mistake,  a  man  who  knows  all  the 
law,  a  man  who  is  to  give  us  all  the  law, 
and  still  my  friend  may  find  fault  with  him 
later  on  for  setting  himself  up  against  his 
opinion,  when  he  himself  now  sets  himself  up 
against  the  opinion  of  the  same  individual.  The 
corporation  counsel  says  we  have  the  right.  He 
will  be  quoted  later  on  this  evening,  many, 
many  times.  If  we  have  the  right,  it  seems  to 
me  the  holding  of  that  large  amount  of  money, 
when  I  understand  they  cannot  commence  for 
three  years,  when  we  can  do  so  much  good  with 
it,  is  a  false  and  dangerous  precedent  to  estab- 
lish in  this  city,  because  in  the  future  people 
will  come  here,  and  with  their  schemes  and 
ideas  have  money  appropriated — not  enough 
to  complete  their  work,  and  there  is  so  much 
money  tied  up.  Are  we  not  today  in  that  posi- 
tion—they  coming  in  and  asking  us  for  money 
and  we  granting  it  with  a  liberalily  that  has 
been  condemned,  but  which  I  approve  of,  be- 
cause in  our  schools  I  believe  we  cannot  do  too 
much  in  the  line  of  giving  school  facilities  to 
our  children.  But  you  are  in  this  state  that 
there  are  three  or  four  large  appropriations  that 
cannot  be  used,  and  we  all  know  that  certain 
sections  of  the  city  will  not  allow  it  to  be  trans- 
ferred, because  they  profess  to  hold  on  to  it  in 
the  hope  that  in  the  future  they  will  get  more 
votes  to  transfer,  more  money,  and  make  the 
amount  larger.  But  here  is  an  opportunity. 
Herein  the  corporation  counsel  states  to  His 
Honor  the  Mayor,  and  His  Honor  the  Mayor 
states  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  says  that 
this  money  can  be  used,  and  I  say  we  ought,  in 
justice  to  that  department,  place  it  upon  a 
permanent  basis  and  then  let  us  make  our  ap- 
propriations next  year  in  that  spirit.  I  hope  the 
order  will  pass. 

Aid.  Allen— A  single  word  in  reply  to  what 
has  been  said  by  my  friend  upon  the  left.  He 
has  told  us  the  corporation  counsel  says  we 
have  a  right  to  expend  the  money.  I  suppose  he 
meant  to  say  that  the  corporation  counsel  said 
we  had  a  legal  right  to  expend  the  money.  I 
said  in  my  previous  remarks  that  I  didn't  be- 
lieve we  had  any  moral  right.  I  didn't  say  any- 
thing about  the  legal  question,  but  I  put  it  upon 
the  ground  that  we  have  no  moral  right  to  ex- 
pend it.  I  am  not  getting  myself  up  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  Law  Department  oi  this  city,  in  the 
slightest  degree,  but  I  say  we  have  no  moral 
right,  and  I  want  the  members  to  make  a  dis- 
tinction between  the  legal  right  and  moral 
right.  We  may  have  the  legal  right ;  I  don't  say 
we  have  not.  I  am  not  quoting  the  corporation 
counsel  upon  that  point,  but  I  do  say  I  believe 
we  have  no  moral  right. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  would  ask  the  alderman  a 
question.  If  he  considered  he  had  the  moral 
right,  would  he  consider  himself  justified  in 
doing  it? 


1038 


BOARD     OF     A L D E B M E N 


Aid.  Allen— If  I  had  both  the  moral  and  legal 
right,  I  might  consider  it  so,  then,  but  I  don't 
believe  we  have  the  moral  right  and  I  shall  vote 
on  the  question  in  that  view. 

Aid.  Maguire— I  believe  I  am  the  member 
who  introduced  the  order,  and  such  being  the 
case  I  want  to  give  my  reasons  for  doing  so.  I 
have  had  considerable  experience  in  that  de- 
partment during  the  past  year  as  chairman  of 
that  committee.  I  would  also  state  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  that  in  my  opinion  it  would  be 
a  matter  of  economy  on  the  part  of  the  Board  to 
i>ass  that  order.  Last  year  everybody  here  re- 
members the  condition  of  our  streets.  There 
was  no  money  appropriated  and  there  were  no 
men  to  dig  out  the  gutters  or  put  the  streets 
in  proper  condition  for  travel  or  otherwise. 
£  also  know  that  the  men  in  that  de- 
partment—  and  there  is  no  better  class  of 
men*  in  the  city  of  Boston  —  only  worked,  a 
large  number  of  them,  on  half  time  last  winter, 
and  the  majority  of  them  only  worked  quarter 
time.  Any  man  here  knows  that  a  man  with  a 
wife  and  a  family  of  five  or  six  children  to  sup- 
port, cannot  support  that  family  in  any  kind  of 
decent  shape  on  $4  a  week,  or  some  weeks  on 
$2.  Before  going  further,  at  the  first  of  the  year, 
when  the  appropriation  is  made  here,  there  is 
no  stock  in  the  Paving  Department.  Every  cen- 
tractor  who  has  been  accumulating  refuse  stock 
during  the  whole  winter,  comes  in,  and  the  de- 
partment is  obliged  to  buy  that  kind  of  stones 
and  stock.  That  stock  is  used  for  three,  four  or 
five  months,  and  I  think  most  of  the  members 
of  the  committee  will  bear  me  out  in  the  state- 
ment I  make.  They  have  quarries  and  good 
stone,  but  they  haven't  the  men  and  means 
to  work  those  quarries  in  the  winter  time 
in  order  to  get  that  stock  ready  to  use  when  the 
streets  are  opened  by  the  first  of  May,  and  in 
talking  with  the  superintendent  and  foreman 
in  the  department,  they  think  it  will  he  a  mat- 
ter of  economy  to  work  these  men  through  the 
winter,  part  in  the  quarry  and  part  on  the 
streets,  to  keep  them  in  good  condition  and  to 
get  the  stock  ready,  so  that  they  will  have  bet- 
ter material  to  put  on  the  streets  when  the  spring 
opens  next  year,  than  the  stuff  they  have  been 
using  here  and  buying  of  the  contractors  the 
past  year.  Another  thing,  that  department  was 
reduced  last  year,  I  think,  to  540  or  550  men.  It 
was  reduced  with  the  understanding  that  these 
men  were  to  be  kept  while  there  was  work 
enough,  and  would  be  employed  the  entire  year. 
When  the  appropriation  was  made  at  the  first  of 
the  year,  the  committee  that  had  charge  of  that 
department  asked  for  $  1,000,000.  We  managed 
to  get  $848,000  or  $858,000.  which  places  the 
superintendent  in  the  position  at  the  present 
time  that  he  is  short  $85,000  of  funds  to  continue 
that  department  throughout  the  winter,  therehy 
working  for  the  entire  year.  lam  satisfied,  and 
the  members  of  the  committee  were  satisfied 
also  with  the  information  that  we  gathered, 
that  it  would  be  a  matter  of  economy  on  the 
part  of  the  city  of  Boston  to  employ  these  men 
to  get  material  ready  for  us  in  the  spring  and 
work  the  quarries  we  now  have  possession  of, 
giving  work  to  the  men  who  have  nothing  else 
to  depend  on  except  work  given  them  by  the 
Paving  Department. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  believe  I  supported,  to  a 
certain  extent,  the  motion  to  make  the  laborers 
in  the  Paving  Department  permanent.  At  that 
time  their  number  was  500.  I  did  so  because  I 
believed  then,  and  I  believe  now,  that  it  would 
be  advantageous  to  the  taxpayers  of  Boston  and 
to  all  concerned.  During  the  winter  and  sum- 
mer we  are  paying  about  $70,000  for  office  ex- 
penses, foremen,  taking  care  of  100  teams,  sub- 
foremen,  and  others,  who  are  kept  on  all  winter 
and  are  permanent  men.  In  other  words  we 
are  employing  during  the  winter,  outside  of 
laborers,  those  who  cost  us  at  the  rate  of  $70,000 
a  year  By  placing  500  men  permanently  on  the 
pay  roll  during  the  winter,  and  so  many  black- 
smiths, which  they  need  to  sharpen  tools,  shoe 
horses,  etc.,  we  should  have  *hose  men  ready  to 
go  on  to  the  streets  the  first  week  in  April,  while 
we  have  never  put  men  on,  as  a  general  rule, 
until  almost  the  last  week  in  May.  It  would  be 
the  means  of  taking  a  great  many  disagreeable 
things  away  from  members  of  the  city  govern- 
ment from  having  the  trouble  to  use  their  influ- 
ence at  the  commencement  of  the  year  to  get  po- 
sitionsin  the  PavingDepartment.  In  every  way  it 
would  be  advantageous,  because  a  man  going  to 
work,  and  knowing   that  during  his  good  be- 


havior he  is  sure  of  a  permanent  situation  dur- 
ing the  year,  and  can  provide  in  an  acceptable 
manner  for  his  family,  which  he  cannot  do 
when  he  is  only  to  be  employed  one  or  two 
months  in  the  year.  Therefore  it  will  be  ad- 
vantageous to  the  laborers.  Five  hundred  la- 
borers divided  amongst  the  13  districts  will  give 
but  38  men  to  each  district,  if  I  have  reckoned 
it  aright.  Now  there  is  a  good  deal  of  money 
spent  for  clearing  away  snow  and  for  work  done 
on  our  avenues,  such  as  Humboldt  and  Massa- 
chusetts avenues.and  that  has  been  given  out  by 
contract  several  times,  while  we  have  had 
a  hundred  teams  lying  still  a  large  part 
of  the  year.  These  teams  could  be  used 
and  the  money  paid  to  contractors  could  be 
spent  for  that  purpose.  It  takes  something  to 
keep  a  hundred  horses  during  the  winter.  The 
stone  could  be  crushed  and  everything  could  be 

Erepared  during  the  winter,  so  that,  as  I  said 
efore,  the  men  would  be  ready  to  go  on  the 
streets  the  first  week  in  April.  Now,  gentle- 
men of  the  Board,  although  I  knew  all  that 
when  I  voted  for  the  order,  still  I  am  not  in- 
clined to  taking  money  from  the  Public  Library 
or  any  school  or  from  anything  of  that  descrip- 
tion. I  think  that  if  the  men  whom  it  will 
affect  will  bear  with  the  inconvenience  and  do 
the  same  this  winter,  as  they  have  done  hith- 
erto, until  the  new  appropritions  are  made,  they 
will  then  be  in  a  position  so  that  they  will  know 
that  when-  they  are  employed  their  work  will  be 
permanent.  I  do  not  vote  for  that  to  be  made 
permanent  because  I  do  not  want  to  take 
the  money  from  any  other  appropriation,  but 
I  want  them  to  wait  until  the  new  appropriation 
comes  in  next  year,  and  if  the  next  Board  in 
their  pleasure  should  think  of  appropriating  the 
extra  money  that  will  place  these  men  in  a  per- 
manent position,  why  then  they  know  it  will  be 
permanent,  and  the  money  can  be  raised  in  the 
tax  levy  instead  of  taking  it  from  the  Public 
Library,  which  I  have  declared  I  never  will  \ote 
to  do,  nor  to  take  it  from  any  of  the  schools. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— Mr.  Chairman,  nobody 
can  say  at  this  late  day  that  I  have  been  recent- 
.  ly  converted  to  the  policy  of  having  the  Paving 
Department  placed  upon  a  permanent  basis. 
Early  in  the  year  I  introduced  an  order  looking 
to  the  establishment  of  that  department  upon  a 
permanent  basis.  The  alderman  who  has  just 
sat  down  has  made  a  strong  plea  in  favor  of 
placing  the  Paving  .Department  upon  a 
permanent  basis,  but  he  wants  the  mat- 
ter to  run  along  six  or  seven  months 
before  it  is  done.  I  would  like  to  ask 
the  gentleman  if  he  knows  that  the  men  in  that 
department  are  on  reduced  time  in  some  of  the 
yards. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  would  reply  to  the  alder- 
man that  it  is  the  same  today  as  it  has  been  in 
years  past.    I  don't  know  anything  different. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  —  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
have  had  the  pleasure  this  year  of  being  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Public  I  arks,  and  have 
had  two  or  three  talks  with  the  Park  Commis- 
sioners. If  there  is  any  reason  better  than  an- 
other why  a  department  like  this  should  be 
placed  upon  a  permanent  basis  it  is  just  the 
argument  that  the  Park  Commissioners  used 
concerning  the  help  that  has  been  given  to  them 
this  year  by  the  Civil  Service  Commission.  The 
Park  Commissioners  have  been  compelled  to 
put  up  with  the  lowest  grade  of  laborers, 
men  not  capable  of  doing  the  work;  and 
they  have  spent  thousands  of  dollars  this 
year  because  the  laborers  sent  to  them  by 
the  Civil  Service  Commission  were  not  up 
to  the  standard,  and  the  Commissioners  have 
been  compelled  to  take  those  men  because  they 
could  not  get  any  better.  I  believe  that  depart- 
ments like  this  should  be  supplied  with  first- 
class  honest  labor,  and  that  the  city  should  get 
the  benefit  of  employing  such  men.  I  believe 
they  cannot  do  that  unless  they  keep  their 
laborers  permanently  employed.  The  Park 
Commissioners  could  not  get  the  proper  help 
this  year  because  they  could  not  compete  with 
outside  labor.  There  seems  to  be  a  general  im- 
pression in  this  Board  that  the  Paving  Depart- 
ment should  be  established  on  a  permanent 
basis  like  the  Health  Department,  and  that  the 
men  shall  have  a  guarantee  that  they  will  be 
permanently  employed  if  they  behave  them- 
selves and  attend  to  their  duties.  The  only 
question  is,  Where  shall  we  get  the  money? 
That  is  the  question.  Now,  I  am  in  favor  of 
taking  the  money  from  any  appropriation  where 
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the  department  will  not  be  injured.  In  the  case 
of  the  Public  Library,  that  money  has  been 
lying  idle  for  some  time ;  no  effort  has  been 
made  to  use  any  part  of  it,  and,  judging  from 
the  looks  of  the  foundation,  as  it  lies  there  to- 
day, it  doesn't  look  to  me  as  if  that  money  will 
be  used  before  the  1st  of  next  May.  Probably 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  that  goes  in  next  year 
will  give  back  this  money  to  the  trustees  of  the 
Public  Library.  The  gentleman  who  has  just 
taken  his  seat  knows  the  condition  of  our  streets 
and  knows  that  there  has  been  a  conflict  be- 
tween different  departments  about  the  taking 
care  of  our  streets.  The  mayor  and  City  Coun- 
cil of  Boston  have  been  damned  in  a  heap  about 
the  condition  of  the  streets.  Now,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, we  have  the  means  in  our  power  to  . 
remedy  this  difficulty,  and  I  think  we  ought 
to  use  them.  We  ought  not  to  leave  the  citi- 
zens of  Boston  to  be  placed  in  the  same 
dilemma  that  they  were  in  last  winter,  and  I 
believe  that  if  the  Paving  Department  had  the 
proper  material  and  had  their  men — 

Aid.  Bromwich— Will  the  gentleman  allow 
me  to  ask  him  a  question? 

Aid.  McLaughlin— I  understand  that  $50,000 
have  been  left  for  taking  care  of  the  snow. 

Aid.  Bromwich— 1  didn't  know  that  the  alder- 
man was  aware  that  in  a.  few  days  from  now  we 
will  have  $90,000  to  spend  in  taking  care  of  the 
snow. 

Aid.  McLaughlin— Mr.  Chairman,  the  gentle- 
man must  know  that  proper  help  and  labor  must 
be  supported  while  it  is  idle.  If  your  labor  is 
allowed  to  lie  idle  it  will  get  rusty ;  it  should  be 
kept  polished  up,  so  as  not  to  get  rusty.  For 
that  reason  I  have  believed  that  the  large  de- 
partments of  the  city  of  Boston  would  be  better 
if  they  were  u<pon  a  permanent  basis,  and  for 
that  reason  I  shall  vote  for  the  order. 

Aid.  Lee— I  don't  desire  to  discuss  the  legal 
question  or  the  legality  of  the  transfer  of  this 
amount  from  the  appropriation  for  the  Public 
Library.  It  has  been  conceded  by  the  corpora- 
tion counsel  that  we  have  a  legal  right  to  do  it. 
So  far  as  the  moral  rights  of  the  case  may  be  con- 
cerned, that  I  suppose  each  and  every  member 
of  this  Board  will  judge  for  himself.  Nor  will  I 
attempt,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  discuss  the  merits  of 
the  transfer.  And  while  I  am  up  I  will  say  that 
I  believe  it  will  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  - 
city  of  Boston,  and  of  its  citizens  as  a  whole,  to 
put  the  Paving  Department  upon  a  permanent 
basis,  and  the  sooner  it  is  done  the  better.  If  I 
correctly  interpreted  the  remarks  of  the  alder- 
man from  South  Boston,  I  was  led  to  believe 
that  we  were  asked  to  make  this  a  permanent 
department  from  a  charitable  standpoint.  I 
may  be  wrong,  Mr.  Chairman ;  if  I  am  then  the 
alderman  can  correct  me  and  place  me  right 
and  also  place  right  any  other  member  of  the 
Board  who  may  have  interpreted  his  language  as 
I  have.  But  I  say  there  are  10  districts  in  the 
Paving  Department  of  the  city  of  Boston  requir- 
ing, as  the  alderman  himself  says,  38  men  to  each 
district,  making  a  permanent  force  of  380  men. 
Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  believe  the  sooner 
the  City  Council  arrives  at  that  conclusion, 
the  better  it  will  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  and  1  am  frank  to  say  that  it 
will  be  for  the  best  interests  of  many  of  the 
laboring  men  who  are  now  seeking  employment 
in  your  city  departments ;  because,  when  the 
mandate  goes  forth  that  the  employees  of  the 
Paving  Department  are  permanent,  these  men 
who  get  a  few  months'  work  from  the  city  dur- 
ing the  year  will  seek  employment  in  other 
quarters,  and  they  and  their  families  will  be 
better  protected  than  if  they  depended  upon  the 
city  of  Boston  for  the  small  pittance  that  they 
received  from  the  paving  or  ether  departments, 
while  employed  during  a  few  months  in  the 
year. 

Place  the  department  upon  a  permanent  basis. 
If  it  has  38  men  in  a  district,  say  to  those  38  men 
your  salaries  shall  be  so  much  per  month,  you 
shall  be  employed  steadily  while  you  are  able 
and  competent  to  do  your  work,  and  when  you 
are  not,  then  others  will  till  your  places.  Now, 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  desire  to  say  here  that  there 
cannot  be  any  politics  in  this  measure.  There 
certainly  are  none  on  my  part.  As  I  have  argued 
with  the  alderman  on  my  right,  so  far  as  the 
moral  question  is  concerned,  and  no  button- 
holing with  him  at  all.  I  will  say  that  I  have 
also  argued  that  the  trustees  of  the  Public 
Library  have  been  derelict  in  their  duty  in  not 
pushing  the  library  building  to  completion.    It 


is  not  a  question  of  taking  the  whole  amount 
of  that  appropriation.  I  believe  that  no 
work  will  be  started  other  than  what 
has  been  commenced  upon  that  building 
until  the  trustees  of  the  Public  Library 
come  to  the  City  Council  and  ask  for  nearer 
$1,000,000  than  $385,000.  I  don't  desire  to  detain 
the  Board,  but,  so  far  as  lam  concerned,  taking 
the  legal  aspect  of  the  order,  and  the  moral 
effect  that  may  follow,  into  consideration,  I 
shall  vote  for  the  passage  of  the  order  as  re- 
ported by  the  majority  of  the  committee. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  do  not  know  how  any  al 
derman  at  this  Board  could  think  for  a  moment 
that  I  thought  anything  about  charity  coming 
in.  I  believe  I  made  myself  understood  that  it 
would  be  advantageous  to  the  taxpayers  of  Bos- 
ton and  to  all  concerned.  Now  ih  regard  to  the 
men  who  will  be  made  permanent,  I  said  it 
would  be  the  means  of  their  fixing  their  homes 
for  a  specified  time,  and  of  making  them  com- 
fortable; and  knowing  they  would  have  a  per- 
manent job  for  the  year,  it  would  be  a  forecast 
to  them  and  enable  them  to  make  their  homes 
comfortable.  I  don't  think  anything  can  be 
said  to  make  it  appear  that  that  means 
charity. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  just  want  to  say  one  word. 
The  kindness  anticipated  by  some  aldermen  for 
this  department  during  next  year  is  something 
that  must  meet  the  commendation  of  every- 
body. But  this  year,  while  they  are  here  and  have 
the  power,  they  are  not  consistent  enough  to  do 
that  which  appears  to  me  to  be  their  duty  to  do. 
While  themselves  admitting  the  necessity  of 
the  thing,  and  presenting  to  this  Board  one  of 
the  best  arguments  for  making  the  department 
permanent,  they  run  away  from  the  question 
when  it  comes  to  giving  these  people  that 
which  the  aldermen  themselves  say  there 
is  so  much  need  of  doing,  I  predict  —  and 
fortunately,  or  otherwise,  I  will  be  here — that 
next  year  the  Paving  Department  will  be  a  good 
deal  further  from  being  permanent  than  it  is  to- 
day.   Mark  that  prediction. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  believe  that  making  the 
department  permanent  is  all  settled  except  the 
appromiation. 

Aid.  Carroll— That  is  right. 

Aid.  Bromwich— That  is  fixed.  Now  you  have 
all  lost  sight  of  the  $90,000  that  can  be  used  after 
the  1st  of  January.  I  want  the  Board  to  bear  in 
mind  $90,000  is  twice  what  we  had  on  the  1st  of 
last  January,  and  the  year  before  that  there  was 
hardly  anything  with  which  to  take  away  the 
snow.  With  that  $90,000,  reckon  it  as  you  will, 
400  men  can  be  put  on  for  a  great  deal  less  than 
what  is  called  for,  because  of  the  500  laborers  on 
the  force  at  the  time  the  order  passed  many 
have  been  turned  away  and  of  the  whole  force 
there  are  120  to  125  always  permanently  employed 
in  different  jobs,  so  that  there  will  not  be  above 
375  to  be  provided  for.  Well,  now,  375  more  than 
usual  will  not  cost  over  $33,000  or  $34,000;  and 
we  have  $90,000  to  spend.  Now  I  say  that  rather 
than  step  in  and  take  anything  from  an  appro- 
priation to  build  such  an  institution  as  the  Pub- 
lic Library,  I  say  let  us  spend  that  $90,000. 
You  cannot  change  the  order  for  the  Paving 
Department  to  be  permanent,  and  you  can 
only  stop  it  by  refusing  to  make  the  appropria- 
tion. I  think  a  sufficient  sum  will  be  appropri- 
ated next  year  to  make  the  department  perma- 
nent. I  am  not  afraid  to  risk  it,  because  I  think 
that  every  person  who  will  consider  it  will  see 
that  the  city  will  gain  by  it.  It  is  not  a  new 
thing.  The  alderman  will  bear  me  out  that  I 
have  always  been  opposed  to  taking  the  money 
from  the  Public  Library.  I  was  in  the  Common 
Council  in  1883  or  '84,  and  voted  for  that  appro- 
priation, and  have  not  changed  my  mind  from 
that  time  till  now,  and  I  think  that  money 
should  be  spent  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
appropriated 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  understand  the  question 
before  us  is  the  transfer  of  $85,000  from  the  appro- 
priation for  Public  Libryry  building  to  the  Pav- 
ing Department,  and  that  the  question  of  the 
permanent  employment  of  labor  in  the  Paving 
Department  does  not  come  in  here  at  all.  It  is 
simply  a  question  of  transfer.  Now  it  seems  to 
me  that  under  the  present  condition  of  our 
treasury,  and  the  limit  placed  upon  us  by  the 
Legislature,  we  should  be  careful  how  we  en- 
croach upon  any  appropriations  specially  set 
apart  for  public  improvements.  If  we  com- 
mence taking  transfers  from  these  special  ap- 
propriations, we  shall,  instead  of  living  within 
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ourmeans,  and  within  the  limit  allowed  us 
by  the  Legislature,  he  living:  on  capital 
laid  aside  for  an  entirely  different  purpose,  and 
which  it  will  be  impossible  to  replace  without 
relief.  In  a  recent  decision  of  our  corporation 
counsel  our  charter  was  interpreted  in  such  a 
way  that  not  a  dollar  of  an  appropriation  for  a 
public  improvement  can  be  spent  until  it  is 
known  that  the  appropriation  is  sufficient  to 
complete  that  work.  That  is  the  case  with  one 
or  two  schoolhouses,  and  it  is  also  the  case,  I 
suppose,  with  the  Public  Library.  It  seems  to 
me  that  if  we  rob  this  appropriation  of  this 
amount  it  will  be  utterly  impossible  for  us  ever 
to  replace  it.  If  we  put  the  knife  into  the 
new  Public  Library  appropriation,  there  is 
no  reason  why  we  should  not  put  it  into  an 
appropriation  tor  a  schoolhouse  or  any  other 
appropriation  for  a  public  purpose.  That  is 
my  reason  for  objecting  to  this  transfer.  If 
this  money  could  be  procured,  without  rob- 
bing Peter  to  pay  Paul,  foi  the  purpose  of  mak- 
ing the  Paving  Department  permanent,  I  would 
cheerfully  vote  for  it.  But  I  cannot  see  my  way 
clear  to  vote  to  take  an  appropriation  for  a  pub- 
lic purpose,  and.  as  it  were,  use  it  to  live  on. 
When  the  tax  levy  comes  in  next  year  we  shall 
be  limited  in  amount.  There  is  no  doubt  the 
city  government  will  be  willing  to  appropriate 
every  dollar  they  can  for  the  living,  vital  expen- 
ses of  the  city,  which  will,  of  course,  be  very 
largely  for  labor,  and  if  we  ask  for  appropria- 
tions for  public  improvements,  it  will  be  almost 
impossible  to  get  them.  We  have  got  beyond 
our  borrowing  limit.  We  cannot  borrow  any 
more  money  for  any  purpose  except  water,  and 
the  only  thing  we  have  any  hope  for  in  the  fu- 
ture for  any  public  improvement  is  to  ask  the 
Legislature  to  allow  us  to  violate  the  law  which 
they  passed  two  or  three  years  ago  limiting  our 
borrowing  capacity.  It  seems  to  me  we  should 
be  careiul  how  we  encroach  upon  these  things. 
We  are  going  to  be  closer  next  year  than  we 
were  last  year.  This  year  we  have  used  part  of 
the  fund  which  should  go  into  next  year's  in- 
come. I  believe  we  used  most  of  the  income 
from  licenses- 
Aid.  Allen — We  appropriated  the  balance 
from  last  year  and  all  that  we  were  to  received 
this  year. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— So  that  we  will  be  closer 
next  year  than  we  are  this  year ;  and  yet  we  are 
constantly  growing.  What  little  money  we 
have  on  hand  for  public  measures  I  think  we 
had  better  hold  fast  to,  if  we  ever  expect  to 
complete  those  projects.  As  it  is  today  we  can- 
not expect  to  get  any  money  except  for  bare 
living  purposes.  That  is  our  condition  unless 
we  are  relieved  by  the  Legislature.  For  that 
reason  I  agree  entirely  with  the  alderman  on 
my  right,  that  we  have  no  moral  right  to  touch 
any  of  those  special  appropriations. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  suppose  this  matter  will  be 
discussed  until  it  is  pretty  well  worn  out,  and  I 
am  pretty  well  satisfied  what  the  vote  will  be. 
I  also  feel  that  I  should  express  my  feelings, 
and  also  state  my  experience  in  this  Board.  I 
have  been  on  the  Appropriation  and  Finance 
committees,  and  also  on  committees  of  confer- 
ence in  this  hall,  when  we  have  stayed  here  un- 
til 12  and  1  or  2  o'clock  in  the  morning.  -It  is 
amusing  to  me  to  hear  men  talk  about  transfers 
and  about  how  much  money  will  be  used  for 
labor  next  year.  But  I  will  first  ask  those  men 
to  go  back  during  the  two  years  I  have  been 
here  and  see  where  the  large  amount  of  money 
has  gone,  and  see  if  it  has  been  spent  for  labor. 
It  has  been  directed  entirely  to  one  section  of 
the  city— thousands  and  thousands  of  dollars  for 
lands  and  all  those  things,  but  nothing  for  labor. 
I  do  not  want  to  stand  here,  as  some  of  the  pa- 
pers will  probably  say  tomorrow,  with  the  man- 
ner of  a  demagogue,  appealing  to  laboring  men 
for  their  votes.  That  is  not  the  position  I  desire 
to  occupy.  But  I  want  to  stand  in  this  position 
to  call  things  by  their  proper  names,  and  I  pre- 
dict that  the  City  Council  cannot  do  as  well 
next  year  towards  the  Paving  Department  and 
the  laboring  interests  in  the  different  depart- 
ments as  it  has  done  this  year.  That  is 
my  honest  opinion,  and  I  express  it.  I 
believe  this  is  an  opportunity  we  should 
take  advantage  of.  And  as  to  this  talk 
about  not  taking  money  from  the  appropriation 
for  new  Public  Library  building,  I  believe  you 
will  take  it  from  a  place  where  it  is  doing  no 
good,  and  that  you  will  put  it  where  it  will  do  a 
large  amount  of  good  for  all  our  citizens.    I  be- 


lieve it  is  a  wise  thing  to  do,  and  that  it  is  a 
true  and  honest  policy. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  do  not  know  as  I  can  add 
much  to  what  has  been  already  said  in  opposi- 
tion to  taking  this  money.  I  think  the  state 
ment  has  been  made  here  that  the  work  on  the 
new  library  building  will  probably  not  com- 
mence for  two  or  three  years.  I  am  informed  by 
the  chairman  of  the  trustees  of  the  Public  Li- 
brary that  the  work  will  probably  commence 
next  year.  I  also  understand  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  trustees,  if  they  can  get  permission,  to 
build  the  trout  building  first,  and  delay  building 
the  wings  (one  of  which  is  to  run  down  Boylston 
street  and  the  other  on  St.  James  avenue)  until 
the  future  growth  of  the  city  requires  it ;  and 
that  there  is  sufficient  money  in  the  appropria- 
tion to  practically,  if  not  wholly,  complete  the 
front  building.  As  the  gentleman  said,  I  be- 
lieve it  will  require  an  appropriation  of  at  least 
a  million  dollars  before  the  building  is  finished. 
I  believe  the  location  and  the  desires  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Boston  require  a  building  of  that  cost, 
and  that  whoever  is  in  the  government  when 
that  is  required  will  vote  that  amount:  but 
I  do  not  believe  .the  entire  building  will  be 
built  at  once. 

Aid.  Lee — I  am  pleased  to  find  that  there  is 
one  member  of  this  Board  who  agrees  with  me 
upon  the  amount  the  library  building  will  cost. 
The  alderman  on  my  right,  Aid.  Smith,  quoting 
the  city  charter,  tells  this  Board  that  one  of  the 
reasons  the  trustees  do  not  go  on  is  that  they  do 
not  have  an  appropriation  large  enough.  He  is 
now  corroborated  by  the  other  Aid.  Smith  on 
my  left,  who  tells  us  that  the  trustees  can  go  on 
and  partially  put  up  one  or  two  wings. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  said  that  they  are  go- 
ing to  build  the  front  building  first,  and  let 
the  wings  remain  unbuilt  for  a  while,  if  they 
can  get  permission  to  do  that. 

Aid.  Lee— Now  tbe  gentleman  qualifies  it ;  if 
they  can  get  permission.  But,  Mr.  Chairman, 
had  the  trustees  adopted  the  plans  made  by  the 
city  architect,  at  no  expense  to  the  city  other 
than  the  salaries  paid  to  employees  in  the  de- 
partment, we  should  have  had  a  building  cover- 
ing that  whole  area,  and  built  within  the 
amount  appropriated  for  the  purpose.  The 
alderman  on  my  right  also  tells  us  that  it  will 
be  many  years  before  we  can  raise  any  money 
by  loan  If  I  underatand  the  law  correctly,  I 
believe  that  in  January  or  February,  1889,  when 
some  of  us  will  not  be  here,  and  some  of  us  may, 
the  city  can  raise— I  don't  know  but  it  is  Decem- 
ber, 1888— about  $1,500,000  by  loan ;  so  there  will 
not  he  any  scarcity  of  money,  if  it  is  December, 
1888,  and  there  certainly  will  not  be  any  scarcity 
for  supplying  the  departments,  if  it  is  in  1889. 

The  order  was  rejected  for  lack  of  two-thirds 
in  favor ;  yeas  7,  nays  5 : 

Yeas  —  Aid.  Capen,  Carroll,  Donovan,  Lee, 
Maguire,  McLaughlin,  Sullivan— 7. 

Nays— Aid.  Allen,  Brornwich,  Haynes,  N.  G. 
Smith,  C.  W.  Smith— 5. 

PAVING  REPORTS    AND  ORDERS. 

Aid.  Maguire,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving 
(Aid.),  submitted  the  following: 

Report  and  order — That  the  sidewalk  assess- 
ment, amounting  to  $120.05.  levied  by  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  Dec.  7,  1887,  against  the  estate  of 
St.  Patrick's  Educational  Society,  on  Forest 
street  and  Mt.  Pleasant  avenue,  be  and  the  same 
is  hereby  abated.   ' 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order— That  a  license  he  granted, 
on  the  usual  conditions,  to  Helen  L.  Jordan, 
owner  of  estate  numbered  62  Beacon  street,  to 
construct  and  maintain  a  trap  door  in  the  side- 
walk in  front  of  stable  on  Branch  street,  rear  of 
house  No.  62  Beacon  street. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Reports  recommending  that  permits  be 
granted  on  the  usual  conditions,  to  move  wood- 
en buildings  as  follows: 

J.  Cavanagh  &  Son,  from  rear  Munroe  street 
to  Savin  street.  Ward  21. 

William  R.  Cavanagh,  from  rear  No.  1  Town- 
send  street  to  rear  No.  57  Munroe  street,  Ward 
21. 

Severally  accepted,  and  leave  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

THE  ELECTION  RETURNS. 

The  chairman  submitted  the  following: 
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The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  re- 
turns of  the  vctes  m  the  various  precincts  of 
this  city,  at  the  last  municipal  eleciion,  re- 
spectfully repeat  that  they  have  examined  the 
returns  made  by  the  several  election  officers  of 
the  votes  cast  at  said  election  and  find  them 
correctly  recorded  in  the  city  clerk's  office ;  pe- 
ti-  ions  have  been  filed  with  the  city  clerk  and 
placed  by  him  in  the  hands  ol  the  committee 
asking  for  the"  recount  of  the  votes  cast  for 
mayor;  also  of  the  voles  cast  for  aldermen 
in  the  sixth,  seventh,  ninth  and  eleventh  dis- 
tricts; also  of  the  votes  cast  for  all  or  a  portion 
of  the  candidates  f  i  r  the  Commni  Council  in 
Wards  4,  5,  8,  12. 13, 14,  15,  19  and  23 ;  also  the 
votes  cast  for  Messrs.  Flint  and  O'Grady  for 
School  Committee. 

The  requests  were  complied  with  and  the  fig- 
ures of  the  recounts,  as  made  by  the  committee, 
are  duly  recorded  in  the  city  clerk's  office.  The 
recounts  affected  the  result  in  two  instances.  In 
Ward  15  bv  the  ward  returns  Thos.  F.  Nunan 
had  959;  Michael  J.  Carroll  had  1002;  Wm.  J. 
Murphy  had  950 ;  Amos  Cummings  had  770 ;  Chas. 
E.  Cummings  had  762;  Fred  W.  Farwell  had  788. 
By  the  recount  it  appears  Thos.  F.  Nunan  had 
286  for  Common  Council ;  Thos.  F.  Nunan  had 
821,  no  office  designated ;  Michael  J.  Carroll  had 
328  for  Common  Council;  Michael  J.  Carroll 
had  830,  no  office  designated ;  Wm.  J.  Murphy 
had  295  for  Common  Council ;  Wm.  J.  Murphy 
had  835.  no  office  designated;  Amos  Cum- 
mings had  780  for  Common  Council;  Chas.  E. 
Cummings  had  772,  and  2  for  no  office 
designated;  Fred  W.  Farwell  had  808  and 
one  for  no  office  designated.  In  the  votes 
castlfor  School  Committee  by  the  original  re- 
turns, Charles  L.  Flint  had  26,150;  Thomas 
O'Grady,  Jr.,  had  25,805;  Thomas  O'Grady  had 
281.  By  the  recount  it  appears  that  Charles  L. 
Flint  had  26,025;  Thomas  O'Grady,  Jr.,  25.452; 
Thomas  O'Grady,  1073.  The  committee  recom- 
mend that  the  certificate  for  member  of  the 
School  Committee  be  given  to  Thomas  O'Grady, 
Jr.,  and  that  the  certificates  for  members  of  the 
Common  Council,  Ward  15,  be  withheld.  It  ap- 
pears that  the  following-named  persons  were 
chosen  at  said  election :  Mayor— Hugh  O'Brien ; 
Street  Commissioner— Hugh  E.  Brady;  School 
Committee,  three  years— Emily  A.  Fifield, 
George  B.  Swasey,  John  G.  Blake.  Russell  D. 
Elliott,  Joseph  T.  Duryea,  Edward  C.  Carrigan, 
Joseph  D.  Fallon  and  Thomas  O'Grady,  Jr. 
For  Alderman. 

First        District— Jesse  M.  Gove. 

Second  "  — Philip  J.  Doherty. 

Third  "  —John  A.  McLaughlin. 

Fourth  "  —William  Power  Wilson. 

Fifth  "  —Charles  W.  Smith. 

Sixth  "  —William  P.  Carroll. 

Seventh  "  —Samuel  Kelley. 

Eighth  "  —Charles  II.  Allen. 

Ninth  "  —John  C.  Short. 

Tenth  "  — K  a  than  G.  Smith.  ■» 

Eleventh  "  —Homer  Bogers. 

Twelfth  "  —Otis  Eddy. 

For  Common  Council. 
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(Henrv  Carstensen, 
1<  Frank  E.  Morrison, 
(Joseph  B.  Maccabe. 
(  William  A.  Foss, 

2  <  Frank  Casey, 
(Robert  C.  Fanning. 
(Frank  E.  Bagley, 

3  <  Francis  H.  Dillon, 
(Michael  J.Mitchell. 
(  Patrick  Coyle, 

4<  William  H.  Oakes, 
(Israel  F.  Pierce. 
(Samuel J.  Cochran, 
5  <  Edward  F.  Eeilly, 
(Maurice  J.  McKenna. 
(John  W.  Fraser, 
6<  Philip  J.  McLaughlin, 
(  William  J.  Mahoney. 
(Boger  Haggerty., 
7<  Patrick  Cannon, 
( Neil  J.  Gillespie. 
(Thomas  F.  Kelley, 
8<  Thomas  F.  Keenan, 
Joseph  P.  Lomasney. 
Andrew  B.  Lattimore, 
rank  Morison, 
leorge  Wesley  Boynton. 
(Edward  Sullivan, 

10  <  Charles  J.  Brooks, 

(  Francis  W .  Sprague,  2d. 
(William  E.  Richards, 

11  <  James  Means, 
(Frank  E.  Winslow. 
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(Cornelius  F.  Desmond, 
Ward  12  <  Thomas  F.  Tracey, 

(James  B.  Hayes. 

(John  J.  Teevens, 
Ward  13<  Jeremiah  L.  Mahoney, 

( .Michael  W.  Xorris. 

(Edward  J.  Powers, 
Ward  lt<  John  McNamara, 

(James  F.  Mullen. 

Ward  15  i 

(David  F.  Barry, 
Ward  16-!  Thomas  J.  Keiliher, 

(John  W.  Hayes. 

( Robert  H.  Bowman, 
Ward  17  <  L.  Edward  Shaw, 

(William  H.  Yialle. 

(Augustus  G.  Perkins, 
Ward  18<  FiankB.  Thayer, 

(William  L.  Stevens. 

(Thomas  F.  Fallon, 
Ward  19  s  Thomas  H.  Duggan, 

(Thomas  F.  Lyons. 

(Charles  H.  Dolan, 
Ward  20^  John  J.  Hoar, 

( John  P.  Kelley. 

(  Cassius  Cla'  Powers, 
Ward  21  <  Horace  G.  Allen, 

(  William  G.  Eeed. 
Ward  22— Richard  Sullivan. 

(Sidney  Cashing, 
Ward  23  <  Anton  Peters. 

(Andrew  J.  Robinson, 

(Robert  W.  Light, 
Ward  24^  Louis  M.  Clark, 

(Edmund  F.  Snow. 

t*t~„a  oKiJohnT.  Chamberlain, 
vv  aru  ^5|JoaH  Comerturd. 

The  vote  on  the  question,  "Shall  licenses  be 
granted  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor  in 
this  city?"— Yeas,  26,470;  nays,  18.215. 

The  committee  recommend  that  the  city  clerk 
be  directed  to  notify  the  several  persons  who 
appear  to  be  chosen  as  aforesaid  of  their  elec- 
tion, and  also  to  forward  to  the  secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth  a  statement  of  the  vote  on  the 
license  question,  as  aforesaid. 
For  the  committee, 

Patrick  J.  Donovan,  Chairman. 

The  question  came  on  the  acceptance  of  the 
report. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  —  I  would  ask  a  special 
assignment  of  that  matter. 

Aid  Lee— I  certainly  don't  desire  to  object, 
but  it  seems  to  me  this  is  rather  an  unparlia- 
mentary course  for  a  member  of  this  Board  to 
do.  I  certainly  don't  desire  to  say  anything 
with  regard  to  any  committee,  but  it  seems  to 
me  it  was  due  to  the  other  members  of  this 
Board  that  the  alderman  should  have  given 
some  notice  at  that  meeting  that  he  intended  to 
present  a  minority  report.  It  seems  to  me  it  is 
contrary  to  all  parliamentary  law  and  practice 
that  I  have  any  knowledge  of,  for  a  member  to 
come  in  from  committee  and  submit  a  minority 
report,  without  informing  the  members  of  the 
committee  or  his  associates  on  the  committee 
that  he  intended  to  do  so.  I  have  no  objection, 
only  I  want  to  place  myself  on  record  as  having 
that  opinion. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  presented  a  minority  report 
as  follows : 

Minority  Report. 

The  undersigned  respectfully  dissent  from 
the  recommendations  contained  in  the  fore- 
going report  of  the  committee,  so  far  as  con- 
cerns the  election  returns  of  members  of  the 
Common  Council  from  Ward  15,  and  of  members 
of  the  School  Committee,  and  beg  leave  to 
briefly  submit  their  reasons  for  so  doing,  as 
follows : 

1.  The  election  of  members  of  the  Common 
Council  from  Ward  15. 

As  stated  in  the  majority  report,  there  were  a 
large  number  of  ballots  cast  at  the  election, 
upon  which  the  loffice  of  common  councilman 
was  not  designated.  If  these  ballots  are 
credited  to  the  candidates  whose  names  are 
borne  upon  them,  it  would  appear  that  Thomas 
F.  Nunan,  Michael  J.  Carroll  and  William  J. 
Murphy  are  elected,  and  should  receive  cer- 
tificates to  that  effect  from  this  Board;  whereas 
on  the  other  hand,  if  the  ballots  referred  to  are 
not  credited  to  the  candidates  whose  names 
they  bear,  it  appears  that  Amos  Cummings, 
Charles  E.  Cummings  and  Frederick  VV.  Farwell 
received  the  greater  number  of  votes,  and 
should  in  their  turn   receive   certificates   en- 
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titling  them  to  seats  in  tho  Common  Council. 
The  case  is  one  therefore,  widen  practically 
turns  upon  the  disposition  of  the  defective  bal- 
lots, and  according  as  it  shall  be  determined 
either  to  credit  or  reject  them,  so  shall  the  elec- 
tion be  decided.  The  undersigned  cannot  take 
the  ground  assumed  by  the  majority  of  the 
committee,  that  no  decision  can  be  reached  in 
the  matter.and  that  consequently  no  certificates 
of  election  can  be  issued,  for  they  are  fully 
aware  that  the  solution  of  the  difficulty  is  very 
plain,  and  that  the  proper  course  for  the  alder- 
men to  pursue,  under  the  circumstances,  is 
clearly  indicated  by  law  and  well-established 
precedents. 

It  is  stated  in  Chapter  7  of  the  Public  Statutes, 
Sec.  13,  that  "No  vote  shall  be  counted  which 
does  not  clearly  indicate  in  writing  the 
office  for  which  the  person-'  voted  for  is 
designed."  This  provision  of  law  clearly  leaves 
no  room  for  doubt  as  to  the  right  method  of  pro- 
cedure in  the  case  in  question.  In  the  matter 
of  precedents  the  undersigned,  in  the  limited 
time  at  their  disposal,  will  refer  to  but  a  single 
one,  which  is  precisely  similar  to  the  present 
case,  being  an  instance  of  a  contest  for  a  seat  in 
the  Common  Council  in  the  year  1881,  under  cir- 
cumstances the  same  as  are  here  presented, 
namely:  The  case  of  Christopher  J.  Spenceley 
VS.  John  J.  McNamara.  (See  Reports  of  Contro- 
verted Elections  in  the  Common  Council  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  page  205.)  In  that  case  it  ap- 
peared from  the  election  returns  that  Christo- 
pher J,  Spenceley  received  978  votes  for  member 
of  the  Common  Council,  and  Jeremiah  J.  Mc- 
Namara received  969;  but  from  the  returns  from 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  upon,  a  recount  of 
the  ballots,  73  votes  for  Spenceley  and  3  for  Mc- 
Namara were  rejected,  the  former  being  re- 
jected upon  the  advice  of  the  city  solicitor,  the 
late  John  P.  Healy,  for  the  reason  "that  there 
was  no  designation  of  any  office  which  it  was 
intended,  that  Spenceley  should  fill,"  and 
the  certificate  of  election  was  according- 
ly, issued  to  McNamara.  The  right  to 
his  seat  was  afterwards  contested  by  Mr. 
Spenceley,  and  the  case  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Elections  of  the  Common 
Council,  composed  of  the  following  members, 
viz. :  William  F.  Wharton,  Thomas  J.  Demiey, 
William  J.  Welch,  Charles  Wheeler  and  Arthur 
F.  Means.  There  were  two  reports  presented 
by  the  committee,  that  of  the  majority  (four 
members)  sustained  the  action  of  the  Aldermen 
referred  to,and  recommended  that  the  petitioner 
have  leave  to  withdraw ;  basing  their  decision 
in  regard  to  the  defective  ballots  upon  an  opin- 
ion they  had  obtained  from  the  city  solicitor, 
that  "the  ballots  referred  to  ought  not  to  be 
counted  as  ballots  for  members  of  the  Common 
Council, "  The  majority  report  was  adopted  by 
the  Common  Council  and  Mr.  Spenceley  failed 
to  obtain  his  seat. 

It  would  seem,  therefore,  that,  as  above  stated, 
the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  this 
case  is  clearly  defined,  and  with  the  law  and 
.established  precedents  to  guide  them,  they  can- 
not do  otherwise  than  reject  the  ballots  found  to 
be  defective,  and  issue  certificates  of  election  to 
the  candidates  who  are  found  to  have  received 
the  highest  number  of  votes.  It  is  not  the 
province  of  this  Board  to  judge  finally  of  the 
qualifications  of  the  members  o£  the  Common 
Council  to  seats  in  that  body ;  questions  of  that 
character  must  be  determined  by  the  body  its- 
self  ;  the  only  duty  of  the  Aldermen  is  to  make 
return  of  the  votes  as  they  are  found.  Upon 
this  view  of  the  case,therefore,the  undersigned, 
without  expressing  an  opinion  as  to  which  of 
the  candidates  are  fairly  entitled  to  seats  in  the 
Common  Council  of  1888,  would  recommend  that 
certificates  of  election  be  issued  to  Amos  Cum- 
mings,  Charles  E.  Cummings  and  Fred  W.  Far- 
well,  as  it  appears  that  they  have  received  the 
highest  number  of  votes. 

2.  Members  of  the  School  Committee. 

The  undersigned  dissent  from  the  conclusions 
arrived  at  by  the  majority  regarding  the  votes  for 
members  of  the  School  Committee,  believing 
that  the  established  rule  as  to  election  returns 
should  apply  in  this  case  the  same  as  in  all  the 
others.  The  returns  should  be  made  by  this 
Board  precisely  as  indicated  by  the  ballots 
themselves.  Thomas  O'Grady,  Jr.,  received  a 
large  number  of  votes  for  member  of  the  School 
Committee,  and  a  number  of  votes  are  also 
found  for  Thomas  O'Grady.  It  is  understood 
that  these  two  O'Gradys  are  father  and  son  and 


live  together  in  the  same  house ;  but  while  it 
may  be  true  that  the  son  was  the  real  candidate, 
the  ballots  do  not  all  bear  his  name,  and  the 
Aldermen  have  no  right  to  assume  that  they 
were  intended  for  him.  Accordingly  the  bal- 
lots that  were  cast  for  Thomas  O'Grady  should 
be  so  returned,  and  it  would  then  appear  that 
Thomas  O'Grady,  Jr.,  received  a  less  number  of 
votes  than  Charles  L.  Flint. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  recommend  that 
a  certificate  of  election  to  the  School  Committee 
he  issued  to  Charles  L.  Flint,  as  it  appears  that 
he  received  a  larger  number  of  votes  than 
Thomas  O'Grady,  Jr. 

Charles  W.  Smith, 
Charles  H.  Allen, 
N.  G.  Smith. 

The  Chairman— The  question  is  on  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  report  of  the  committee 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll  the  question  was 
divided,  and  the  question  came  on  the  accept- 
ance of  the  majority  report,  with  the  exception 
of  the  parts  relating  to  councilmen  from  Ward 
15  and  School  Committee. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  moved  that  further  consid- 
eration of  the  matter  be  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Board. 

Aid.  Lee— On  that  motion  I  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  wish  to  make  a  substitute 
motion  or  attachment  to  that  motion,  if  it  is  in 
order,  by  adding,  "And  that  the  opinion  of  the 
corporation  counsel  be  obtained." 

The  amendment  was  rejected,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  called ;  yeas  5,  nays  7 : 

Yeas— Aid.  Allen.  Bromwich,  Haynes,  N.  G. 
Smith,  C.  W.  Smith— 5. 

Nays— Aid.  Capen,  Carroll,  Donovan,  Lee,  Ma- 
guire,  McLaughlin,  Sullivan— 7. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  now  move  the  substitu- 
tion o£  the  minority  report  for  that  of  the  ma- 
jority. 

The  Chairman— The  question  is  on  the  sub- 
stitution of  the  minority  report  for  that  of  the 
majority. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith  moved  that  the  question 
might  be  divided,  so  that  the  Council  might 
take  up  the  question  of  the  councilmen  from 
Ward  15. 

Aid.  Lee— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that  the 
gentleman  cannot  now  amend,  as  the  question 
is  on  substituting  the  minority  for  the  majority 
report.  That  question  must  be  decided  on,  be- 
cause it  is  impossible  for  any  member  to  tell 
which  report  he  intends  to  amend. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  rule  that 
the  minority  report  is  an  exact  counterpart  of 
the  majority  report,  in  its  present  condition. 
That  is,  the  majority  report  has  been  accepted, 
except  in  the  cases  of  the  School  Committee  and 
the  members  of  the  Council  from  Ward  15.  The 
minority  report  entirely  refers  to  that  particular 
part— the  School  Committee  and  the  gentlemen 
from  Ward  15— and  has  no  reference  to  any 
others  It  is  all  made  as  one  report,  and  still 
the  Chair  would  think  that  the  question  is  ca- 
pable of  division — inasmuch  as  there  are  two 
sections  in  the  report. 

Aid.  Lee— I  understand,  then. 

The  Chairman— That  the  point  of  order  is 
not  well  taken. 

Aid.  Lee— That  is,  the  alderman  who  offered 
the  minority  report  has  a  right  to  divide  his 
own  report,  and  to  substitute  one  portion  for 
the  other. 

The  Chairman— In  his  report  the  report  is 
divided,  and  you  know  he  calls  for  two  sections. 
He  wants  a  division  of  the  question. 

Aid.  Lee— That  is,  on  his  own  substitute? 

Aid.  Lee— On  his  own  substitute— that  is  the 
only  question  before  the  Board.  Aid.  C.  W. 
Smith  asks  for  a  division  of  the  question.  The 
question  before  the  Board  is  the  substitution 
of  so  much  of  the  minority  report  as  refers  to 
the  case  of  the  members  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil from  Ward  15,  for  the  majority  report. 

Aid.  Carroll  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  simply  want  to  say  a  word 
on  this  question.  I  signed  that  minority  report 
not  because  I  do  not  believe  that  justice  and 
equity  and  right  may  be  on  the  side  of  the  con- 
testants, but  because  I  believe  we  should  live 
entirely  within  the  law  as  we  find  it  plainly 
written  in  the  statutes.  Now,  sir,  under  the 
statutes  of  the  State,  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
acting  in  the  capacity  of  ballot  examiners,  are 
simply  a  returning  board.    They  are,  in  no  case 
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whatever,  a  legislative  body,  and  are  bound  by- 
certain  statute  laws,  which  are  plainly  written 
on  the  statute  book.  One  law  that  I  wish  to  re- 
fer to  is  Chapter  7,  Section  13,  of  the  Public 
Statutes,  which  says,  as  clearly  as  the  English 
language  can  speak,  that  "no  vote  shall  be 
counted  which  does  not  clearly  indicate  in 
writing  the  office  for  which  the  person  voted 
for  is  designed."  Nothing  can  be  plainer  than 
that.  That  is  the  statute  law,  and  we,  as  an  ex- 
amining board,  have  no  right  to  go  behind 
it.  That  was  the  opinion  that  was  given 
us  by  the  corporation  counsel  yesterday 
in  our  committee  room,  and  it  is  also  the 
opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  which  is,  I  suppose,  ras  high 
authority  as  we  can  find  in  the  State.  There  is 
a  case  here  that  is  very  similar  to  both  these 
cases.  It  is  the  case  of  Leonard  Clark  vs.  the 
Board  of  Examiners  of  Hampden  county,  and 
the  Supreme  Court  says:  "The  duties  of  a  board 
of  examiners  of  election  returns,  under  the  Gen- 
eral Statutes,  Chapter  7,  Section  25,  are  purely 
ministerial,  and  the  Board  cannot  receive  or 
consider  evidence  of  extrinsic  circumstances, 
but  is  confined  to  the  records  of  votes  returned 
and  laid  before  it ;  and  mandamus  will  not  lie  to 
compel  the  Bo  ird  to  count  certain  votes  con- 
taining the  initial  letter  only  of  the  Christian 
name  of  a  candidate,  with  other  votes  contain- 
ing his  name  in  full."  This  is  a  case  opened 
Nov.  5,  1878:  "An  election  was  had  for  the 
office  of  county  commissioner  for  the  term 
of  three  years  from  Jan.  1,  1879;  and 
copies  of  the  records  of  the  votes  received 
in  the  several  cities  and  towns  of  the  county 
were  returned  to  the  clerk  of  the  courts,  and 
by  him  presented  to  the  respondents,  which 
copies  showed  votes  cast  for  county  commis- 
sioner as  follows :  6287  votes  for  "Leonard  Clark 
of  Springfield, '  132  votes  for  'L.  Clark  of  Spring- 
field,' 198  votes  for  'Leonard  Clark,'  6121  votes 
for  'Lawson  Sibley  of  Springfield,'  111  votes  for 
'Lawson  Sibley,'  and  39  for  other  persons.  The 
respondents  declined  to  count  tne  votes  for  'L. 
Clark  of  Springfield'  as  for  the  petitioner,  and 
found  that  Lawson  Sibley  had  received  a  plu- 
rality of  votes  and  was  elected,  and  notified  him 
accordingly;  but  he  declined  to  accept  the 
office.  The  petitioner  alleged  that  the  name 
L.  Clark  was  his  name  in  an  abbreviated  form, 
and  he  was  as  well  known  by  that  name  as  by 
his  full  name  of  Leonard  Clark ;  and  that  the 
votes  cast  for  'L.  Clark  of  Springfield'  were  in- 
tended, and  should  have  been  counted,  for  him, 
and  it  was  the  duty  of  the  respondents  to  find 
him  chosen  and  to  notify  him  of  his  election. 
The  respondents,  in  their  answer,  denied  that 
the  petitioner  had  a  plurality  of  votes,  and  that 
L.  Clark  was  his  name;  and  averred  that  they 
were  ignorant,  and  had  no  means  or  authority 
of  ascertaining  whether  he  was  as  well  known 
by  the  name  of  L.  Clark  as  by  that  of  Leonard 
Clark,  or  whether  the  votes  returned  as  given 
for  L.  Clark  were  intended  for  him:  The  peti- 
tioner offered  to  prove  by  parole  evidence  that 
the  ballots  for  'L.  Clark  of  Springfield'  were  in- 
tended for  him  by  those  who  cast  them.  The 
respondents  admitted  that  such  was  the  fact,  if 
competent  to  be  so  proved,  but  objected  to  the 
evidence  as  incompetent  and  immaterial." 

Now  that  is  a  part  of  the  report  of  the  Su- 
preme Court.    It  continues. 

"The  petition  now  before  us  does  not,  like  an 
info  mation  in  the  nature  of  a  quo  warranto, 
present  the  whole  question  uf  the  right  to  the 
office  of  County  Commissioner,  nor  involve  the 
consideration  of  what  evidence  might  be  re- 
ceived upon  the  trial  of  that  right ;  but  simply 
presents  the  question  whether  the  examiners 
have  duly  performed  the  duties,  imposed  upon 
them  by  the  statues,  of  examining  and  count- 
ing the  votes,  and  notifying  the  person  thereby 
acpearing  to  be  chosen.  The  nature  and  limits 
of  these  duties  have  been  clearly  defined  in  for- 
mer judgments  of  this  court.  Nothing  can  be 
clearer  than  that  the  counting  the  votes  and 
ascertaining  the  majorities  and  giving  certifi- 
cates of  the  result  are  merely  ministerial  acts. 
They  have  no  discretion  in  determining  which 
of  the  candidates  shall  be  elected.  It  must  be 
the  result  of  'pure,  inflexible  mathematical  cal- 
culation.' (Strong,  petitioner,  20  Pick.  484,  497, 
498.)  They  are  not  made  a  judicial  tribunal,  nor 
authorized  to  decide  upon  the  validity  or  the 
fact  of  the  election,  in  any  other  mode  than  by 
an  examination  of  'the  returns'  made  to  them, 
according  to  law." 


That  is.  in  our  case,  according  to  chapter  7, 
paragraph  13,  no  vote  shall  be  counted  unless 
the  office  is  clearly  designated: 

"They  are  not  required  or  authorized  to  hear 
witness  or  weigh  evidence.  They  have  no  power 
to  send  for  persons  or  papers.  If  one  result 
appears  upon  the  returns,  and  another  is 
the  real  truth  of  the  case,  they  can  only  act 
upon  the  former.  If  they  have  done  their  duty, 
the  remedy  of  the  person  actually  elected  to  the 
office  is  not  to  be  sought  in  a  mandamus.  This 
court  has  no  power  to  direct  public  officers  to  do 
more  than  their  duty,  or  anything  different 
from  their  duty." 

Now  that  is  our  case  exactly.  Our  duty  is 
simply  to  examine  and  return  the  votes  as  we 
find  them  in  the  ballot-boxes.  Then  it  goes 
on: 

"Upon  a  case  of  a  controverted  election, 
brought  before  a  legislative  body  vested  with 
the  power  of  determining  the  elections,  returns 
and  qualifications  of  its  own  members,  or  pre- 
sented to  a  judicial  tribune  by  information  in 
the  nature  of  a  quo  warranto  or  other  proper 
process  to  try  the  title  to  an  office,  evidence  of 
extrinsic  circumstances,  such  as  that  no  other 
person  of  corresponding  initials  resided  in  the 
same  city  or  county,  or  had  been  nominated  by 
publi  cconvention  or  otherwise  for  the  office  in 
question,  may  be  introduced, and  may  satisfy  the 
tribunal  having  authority  to  receive  and  con- 
sider it,  that  votes  describing  the  Christian 
name  by  a  single  letter  were  intended  for  the 
same  person  as  votes  setting  forth  at  length  a 
Christian  name  having  a  corresponding  initial. 
But  the  Board  of  Examiners  cannot  receive  or 
consider  such  extrinsic  evidence,  and  is  con- 
fined to  the  records  of  votes  returned  and  laid 
before  it  according  to  the  statute.  Upon  the 
face  of  the  returns,  the  votes  east  for  L. 
Clark  of  Springfield  may  possibly  indicate  a 
person  whose  whole  Christian  name  consists 
of  the  letter  L.,  or  more  probably  a  per- 
son having  a  name  of  which  this  letter  is  the 
initial,  and  which  may  be  either  Leonaid  or 
Lewis  or  Luther,  or  any  other  name  beginning 
with  this  letter.  This  is  the  utmost  that  can  be 
known  from  the  returns,  taken  by  themselves. 
The  inference,  however  plausible,  that  the  votes 
cast  for  'L.  Clark'  were  intended  to  be  cast  for 
'Leonard  Clark,'  is  left  by  the  returns  a  matter 
of  conjecture  only.  It  is  impossible,  therefore, 
for  this  court,  upon  the  record  before  it,  to  say 
that  the  board  of  examiners  erred  in  refusing  to 
count  the  votes  in  question  for  Leonard  Clark. 

For  these  reasous,  it  is  the  opinion  of  a 

majority  of  the  court  that  the  writ  of  mandamus 
prayed  for  must  be  refused." 

Aid.  Carroll— That  is  right ;  it  supports  our 
case. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  base  my  judgment  on 
facts.  I  don't  claim  to  know  the  merits  of  the 
case,  and  I  claim  that,  as  a  board  of  examiners, 
we  have  no  authority  whatever  except  as  a  re- 
turning board.  We  are  not  a  legislative  body 
in  any  sense,  on  this  question,  and  however 
much  injustice  may  be  done  them,  our  duty  is 
simply  and  purely  to  return  the  contents  of 
those  boxes  exactly  as  we  find  them,  and  com- 
ment from  us  is  entirely  unnecessary.  We  have 
no  authority  to  make  any;  we  have  no 
authority  to  take  any  testimony  or  try  to  de- 
cide what  may  be  the  will  of  the  voters.  That 
is  left  to  the  body  to  which  this  person  is  elect- 
ed. Now  the  case  of  Mr.  O'Grady  is  almost 
similar  to  this  I  have  just  stated,  from  the  fact 
that  there  is  a  Thomas  O'Grady,  Jr.,  and  also  a 
Thomas  O'Grady— two  different  persons. 

Aid.  Carroll— Read  the  last  part  you  have 
just  read,  in  relation  to  the  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court. 

Aid.  N.  G,  Smith— What  has  that  to  do  with 
this? 

Aid.  Carroll— The  Supreme  Court  says  that 
they  had  no  such  right— that  the  board  of  exam- 
iners erred,  as  I  understand. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— In  this  case  the  Board  of 
Examiners  refused  to  count  certain  votes,  some 
of  the  ballots,  for  Leonard  Clark,  where  it  was 
written  on  the  ballots  L.  Clark,  and  the  court 
decided  that  they  were  right  in  refusing,— that 
they  did  not  err.  For  these  reasons,  it  is  the 
opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  court  that  the 
writ  of  mandamus  prayed  for  must  be  refused. 
It  was  Leonard  Clark  who  asked  for  the  manda- 
mus, and  it  was  refused.  Now  it  is  said  some- 
times that  the  letters  indicating  "junior"  are 
not  a  name,  but  that  has,  also  been  decided  by 
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the  court  to  be  a  name.  In  Pickering's  reports, 
No.  17,  page  200,  in  the  case  of  Samuel  Boyden, 
it  was  decided  and  the  record  so  shows: 

'".As  the  pleadings  now  stand,  we  cannot  pre- 
sume that  Samuel  Boyden,  Jr.,  and  Samuel  Boy- 
den, are  the  same  person.  It  is  true  that  junior 
is  no  part  of  the  name.  But  it  is  used  to  distin- 
guish the  person ;  and  it  is  vised  where  the  father 
and  son  are  of  the  same  name ;  and  when  it  is  so 
used,  the  court  is  bound  to  presume  that  such  is 
the  truth  of  the  case.  Judgment  will  be  entered 
for  the  defendant,  unless  the  plaintiff  shall  move 
to  amend.  The  plaintiff  rnay  have  leave  to 
amend  upon  payment  of  costs  from  the  time  of 
joining  the  issue  to  the  present  time." 

So  that  this  case  is  very  similar  to  the  Clark 
case,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  we  as  a  Board  of 
Examiners  have  no  right  whatever  to  go  be- 
hind the  returns  as  we  rind  them  in  the  ballot- 
box,  that  we  cannot  decide  upon  the  election 
pure  and  simple,  but  must  simply  make  a  re- 
turn of  what  we  find  in  these  boxes  without  re- 
gard to  the  justice  or  injustice  that  may  be 
dorie  to  those  persons.  That  is  the  reason  I 
have  signed  the  minority  report— not  that  I  wish 
to  prejudice  the  cases  of  these  gentlemen,  but 
simply  that  I  shall  do  my  duty  as  a  member  of 
this  examining  board  exactly  as  I  believe  the 
statutes  of  the  State  direct  me  to  do. 

Aid.  McLaughin  in  the  chair. 

Aid.  Lee— I  suppose  it  is  entirely  useless  to 
take  up  the  time  of  the  members  of  this  Board 
in  discussing  the  many  authorities  that  might 
be  brought  here  in  support  of  the  position  which 
the  gentleman  directly  opposite  to  the  gentle- 
man who  last  spoke  has  taken.  It  seems  to  me 
he  might,  if  he  looked  farther,  have  cited  a  still 
stronger  case  than  he  has  cited,  that  of  Lemuel 
Shaw  vs.  the  exajniners  of  Northampton.  Now, 
Mr.  Chairman,  who  are  the  examiners  to  decide 
that?  The  record  of  the  gentlemen  who  exam- 
ined the  votes  and  returned  them  to  this  Board 
is  oq  your  files.  That  is  the  Board  of  Examiners, 
and  they  have  made  their  record.  It  is  a  well- 
established  fact  that  you  cannot  go  behind  the 
returns.  The  returns  are  that  three  men,  Messrs. 
Nunan,  Carroll  and  Murphy,  received  a  major- 
ity of  the  votes  cast  in  Ward  15  for  the  Com- 
mon Council.  This  Board  finds,  upon  a  recount 
being  asked  for— not  as  a  Board  of  Examiners  but 
as  a  committee  to  recount  votes  and  to  ascertain 
if  that  number  of  ballots  is  there— that  Messrs. 
Nunan,  Carroll  and  Murphy  received  the  most 
votes,  and  this  Board  has  found  that  there  were 
in  the  boxes  containing  ballots  cast  in  Ward  15 
the  number  of  votes  certified  to  by  the  ward 
officers  who  are  the  Board  of  Examiners  for 
Ward  15. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— May  I  ask  the  gentleman  a 
question ? 

Aid.  Lee— Certainly. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— Do  I  understand  the  alder- 
man to  say  that  the  Board  as  constituted  on  the 
recount  were  not  a  Board  of  Examiners? 

Aid.  Lee— Not  at  all.  The  Board  of  Examiners 
are  the  officers  sworn  to  perform  a  specific  duty, 
and  sworn  to  make  a  true  return  to  the  city 
clerk  of  the  record  of  the  votes  cast.  All  that 
has  been  done.  Was  that  record  laid  before 
your  committee  on  the  recount?  No,— not  a 
member  of  the  Board  asked  for  the  records. 
Those  records  would  carry  out  and  verify  the 
statement  that  Messrs.  Nunan,  Carroll  and  Mur- 
phy were  in  open  town  meeting  declared  elected 
members  of  the  Common  Council  from  that 
district.  Therefore  I  believe  that  the  argument 
which  the  alderman  has  made,  so  far  as  the 
case  which  he  has  cited  is  concerned,  falls  to 
the  ground.  Now  the  gentlemen  who  submit 
the  minority  report  go  on  to  specifv  very  fully 
the  case  of  Spenceley  vs.  McNamara,  but  they 
do  not  go  on  to  say  that  there  is  a  minority  re- 
port attached  to  it.  That  report  I  will,  with 
your  permission,  read,  and  it  is  as  follows : 

"The  undersigned  believes  it  to  be  the  duty  of 
this  body  to  give  effect  to  the  intention  of  a 
voter,  and  is  of  opinion  that,  notwithstanding 
apparent  ambiguity  on  its  face,  his  ballot  is  not 
a  nullity,  but  extrinsic  evidence  is  admissible  to 
explain  it  and  aid  in  the  interpretation  of  his 
intent.  Admitting  such  evidence  in  this  case, 
and  reading  these  ballots  by  the  aid  of  surround- 
ing circumstances,  he  believes  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  persons  who  cast  them,  when 
they  pasted  the  name  of  C.  J.  Spenceley  over 
that  of  J.  J.  McNamara,  (which  was  under  the 
words  'For  Common  Council,')  to  vote  for  C.  J. 
Spenceley  for  the  Common  Council,  though  they 


may  accidentally  have  obliterated  the  words 
designating  that  office." 

So  much  for  that.  Now  let  us  see  another  case, 
and  I  will  take  up  both  at  the  same  time,  as  did 
the  alderman  on  my  left.  What  is  the  report  of 
the  committee  upon  the  case  of  Blieler  vs. 
Rogers  in  the  Common  Council?  The  majority 
of  that  committee  made  a  report  io  the  Common 
Council,  notwithstanding  the  opinion  of  your 
corporation  counsel  at  that  time  that  those 
votes  should  be  counted  for  Frederic  K.  Blieler, 
one  vote  being  cast  for  Frederick  Blieler,  an- 
other for  Frederick  K.  Blieler,  and  one  for  Fred 
Blieler ;  and  they  go  on,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  cite 
cases  innumerable  to  bear  them  out  in  the  posi- 
tion which  they  have  taken.    They  go  on  to  say : 

"Under  these  circumstances  it  is  the  opinion 
of  the  undersigned,  who  are  a  majority  of  your 
committee,  that  the  ballots  upon  which  appear 
the  name  of  Frederic  K.  Blieler,  Fred.  Blieler, 
Frederick  Blieler,  and  F.  Bleir,  ought  to  be 
counted  for  the  petitioner." 

And  the  majority  of  that  committee  so  report- 
ed. So  much  for  that,  Mr.  Chairman.  Now  let 
us  take  the  case  of  Walbridge  A.  Field  vs.  Ben- 
jamin Dean,  which  came  before  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  in  1876,  upon  a  recount  of  votes,  when 
the  city  solicitor  gave  his  opinion  that  certain 
votes  should  not  be  counted.  That  opinion  was 
overridden  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  walked 
on,  trampled  on,  and  thrown  one  side.  And 
among  the  leg~al  gentlemen  who  appeared  there 
were  several  well-known  members  of  the  bar  of 
the  county  of  Suffolk. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— What  did  the  House  of 
Representatives  do  in  that  case? 

The  Board  cannot  disregard  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing the  election.  The  question  of  intent  has  been  fully 
expressed  by  the  committee;  and  he  asked  if  the  Board 
had  heard  one  person  say  other  than  that  the  intent  was 
a  vote  in  the  third  district.  If  the  intent  is  so  shown,  the 
Board  are  bound  to  so  treat  and  record  it.  The  Board  are 
to  test  the  thing  t>y  their  good  sense,  devoid  of  technicali- 
ties, and  determine  whether  those  votes  were  for  Wal- 
bridge A.  Field:  and  if  the  Board  amend  the  statement 
of  the  ward  officers,  that  would  be  proper  and  within  the 
province  of  the  Board.  He  referred  to  the  action  of  this 
Board  in  returning  the  votes  for  J.  G.  Abbott  and  Eufus 
S  Frobt  two  years  ago :  "In  counting  the  ballots  in  the 
fourth  congressional  district,  the  committee  have  credited 
Josiah  G.  Abbott  with  all  ballots  which  read  Josiah  G. 
Abbott  of  Chelsea,  and  to  Eufus  S.  Frost  all  ballots 
which  read  Rut  us  S.  Frost  of  Boston,  as  these  were  cases 
where  the  intent  of  the  voter  was  clearly  expressed  by 
pasting  the  name  of  the  candidate  over  another,  without 
wholly  covering  the  residence  of- the  party  which  was 
printed  on  the  ticket."  Mr.  Russell  said  that  is  what  he 
called  reading  the  ballots.  The  ballots  were  printed  J.  G. 
Abbott  of  Ihelsea,  and  Rnfus  S.  Frost  of  Boston;  the 
Board  shut  their  eyes  to  the  Chelsea  and  Boston,  and 
read  the  Arotes  in  the  light  of  the  circumstances  attending 
and  surrounding  that  case.  That  is  what  is  asked  here; 
return  the  votes  cast  lor  Walbridge  A.  Field,  and  add  to 
the  certificates,  if  you  please,  the  statement  that  25  were 
for  the  "Fourth  District." 

Aid.  Lee— I  have  nothing  to  say  about  what 
the  House  of  Representptives  did  with  it,  nor 
have  I  anything  to  say  about  what  the  Common 
Council  will  do  in  this  case,  because  they  are 
the  judges  of  the  qualifications  of  their  own 
members  and  can  seat  or  unseat  any  member 
they  choose.  Now,  N  r.  Chairman,  on  one  side 
appneared  Hon.  Josiah  G.  Abbott,  and  on  the 
other  side  was  Hon  William  G.  Russell.  Does 
not  anybody  see  that  those  are  sufficiently 
strong  legal  lights  to  present  both  sides  of  any 
case  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  Now,  Mr. 
Chairman,  what  does  William  G.  Russell  say, 
notwithstanding  the  opinion  of  the  corporation 
counsel?    He  goes  on  to  say,  Mr.  Chairman : 

"Mr.  Russellfurther  said  that  he  would  be 
delighted  to  submit  the  matter  to  the  Supreme 
Court,  as  he  couldn't  imagine  that  Mr.  Field 
would  prefer  to  go  to  a  Democratic  House  of 
Representatives;  but  he  did  not  see  how  the 
governor  and  council  can  be  bound  by  any  ac- 
tion of  the  counsel  or  the  Board." 

He  states  very  forcibly  the  reasons  why  Mr. 
Field  would  prefer  to  go  to  the  Supreme  Court. 
I  do  not  say  it  is  the  intention  of  any  member  of 
this  Board  nor  do  I  want  him  to  think  that  I 
reflect  at  all  upon  what  he  has  said  after  I  have 
read  from  Mr.  Kussell — 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— May  I  ask  the  gentleman  a 
question? 

Aid.  Lee— Certainly. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  want  to  ask  the  Alder- 
man if  he  is  trying  to  show  that  all  the  votes 
cast  for  Mr.  Field  at  that  election  were  returned 
as  cast  for  Walbridge  A.  Field? 

Aid.  Lee— I  am  trying  to  show  when  the  law 
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said  that  it  must  designate  the  office  and  the 
residence,  which  has  a  similarity,  and  that  if 
Walbridge  A.  Field  lived  in  Boston  the  votes 
cast  for  Walbridge  A.  Field  of  Chelsea  should  be 
credited  to  Walbridge  A.  Field  of  Boston,  and 
that  is  the  position  taken  by  William  G.  Russell, 
notwithstanding  the  opinion  of  the  city  solici- 
tor. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— That  all  the  votes  should  be 
counted  for  Mr.  Field? 

Aid.  Lee— That  all  the  votes  should  be  counted 
for  him. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— Does  the  alderman  remem- 
ber that  a  Democratic  Congress  threw  out  Mr. 
Field? 

Aid.  Lee— I  just  wanted  to  read  and  call  the 
attention  of  the  gentleman  to  the  facts 
in  regard  to  the  action  of  the  Board 
Mr.  Russell  then  made  the  statement  that 
he  could  not  imagine  that  Mr.  Field  would  want 
to  go  to  a  Democratic  House  of  Representatives. 
Now  that  is  a  fair  inference. 

Aid.  Carroll— It  is  all  the  same  argument. 

Aid.  Lee— Yes,  it  is  all  the  same  argument. 
There  is  not  any  politics  here.  *The  question  is, 
Have  Messrs.  Nunan,  Carroll  and  Murphy  re- 
ceived a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  in  Ward  15 
for  members  of  the  Common  Council?  The 
examining  board  have  said  by  the  records  new 
on  file  in  the  custody  of  the  city  clerk,  that 
those  gentlemen  did  receive  a  majority  of  the 
votes.  This  board  have  examined  the  votes, 
and  found  that  those  gentlemen  received  a 
majority  of  the  votes  cast. 

Aid.  Bromwich— Will  the  alderman  allow 
me  to  ask  him  a  question? 

Aid.  Lee — Yes,  sir. 

Aid.  Bromwich  — Received  votes  for  what? 
There  is  no  doubt  they  received  votes ;  but  for 
what? 

Aid.  Lee— The  records  of  the  examiners  in 
Ward  15  show  that  Messrs.  Nunan,  Carroll 
and  Murphy  received  so  many  votes  for  Com- 
mon Council.  The  records  of  the  ward  officers, 
who  are  the  examiners  of  the  votes  of  the  citi- 
zens, show  that  these  gentlemen  received  a 
majority  of  the  votes  cast  for  Common  Coun- 
cil in  that  ward.  On  motion  of  Aid.  Steb- 
bins,  after  a  recess  of  one  hour,  action  was 
taken  on  the  passage  of  the  resolve  and  order, 
and  it  was  passed,  yeas  8.  nays  3 ;  and  among 
those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, let  me  say  that  there  were  many  reformers 
of  the  present  day. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— May  I  ask  the  gentleman, 
if  he  believes  that  the  men  received  a  majority 
of  those  votes  cast,  why  does  he  not  recommend 
that  they  be  given  a  certificate? 

Aid.  Lee— I  will  do  so,  Mr.  Chairman,  at  the 
.proper  time  and  will  claim  the  same  right  now 
that  other  members  of  this  Board  have  exer- 
cised, inasmuch  as  all  the  usages  of  parliamen- 
tary law  have  been  waived,  and  when  the 
proper  times  comes  I  propose  to  amend  the  re- 
port of  the  majority  of  the  committee.  Now  let 
me  jnst  read  a  little  further.  The  resolution  and 
order  were  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  3 :  Aid.  Bige- 
low,  Aid.  Burrage, — one  of  the  great  reformers 
of  tne  day,  a  gentleman  who  would  not  know- 
ingly do  a  wrong  act,  an  honest,  honorable 
business-like  man  of  Boston  —  Clark,  Huil, 
Pope,  Sampson  and  our  friend  the  Court 
House  Commissioner,  Mr.  Stebbins,  a  very 
honorable  and  responsible  gentleman  of  Bos- 
ton, holding  a  very  estimable  and  responsi- 
ble position  under  the  administration  of  the 
present  day,  and  Thomas  J.  Whidden, 
another  Court  House  Commissioner— all  very 
honest  and  honorable  gentlemen.  It  would  be 
furthest  from  my  mind,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  say 
a  single  word  derogatory  to  any  of  those  gentle- 
men. But  tomorrow  they  may  forget  their  rec- 
ord of  the  past  and  may  criticise  my  vote  and 
my  words  and  my  action,  while  I  am  standing 
here  as  a  member  of  this  Board.  But  I  claim  I 
have  a  right  to  form  my  opinions  now  as  well  as 
they  had  then.  In  the  negative,  Mr.  Chairman, 
we  find- 
Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— What  year  was  that? 

Aid.  Lee— Well,  that  was  in  1876,  on  the  15th 
of  November.  In  the  nays  we  find  Aid.  O'Brien, 
Thompson,  Viles.  A  motion  to  reconsider  by 
Aid.  Burrage  was  lost.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  if 
the  alderman,  when  he  has  a  few  leisure  mo- 
ments, will  only  take  Document  76  home,  he 
will  find  some  reading  he  will  enjoy,  I  am  sure, 
because  I  know  his  ideas  are  not  in  keeping  by 
those  preached  by  some  of  the  reformers  of  the 


present  day.  There  is  another  little  case  which 
occurred  in  1874,  and  I  do  not  know  but  there 
were  some  reformers  on  that  committee.  This 
was  a  committee  appointed  from  the  Board.  In 
those  times  they  did  things  differently  from 
what  they  do  now.  Now  to  state  that  this 
Board  has  not  the  right  to  grant  certificates  to 
Brown,  Smith  or  Jones,  or  to  do  that  which  in 
their  opinion  they  believe  is  correct,  if 
the  majority  have  the  votes,  is  wrong. 
This  was  another  election  case,  and  the  com- 
mittee recommended  that  the  results  be  verified 
and  forwarded  to  the  State  House,  and  this  re- 
port is  signed  by  Aid.  Bigelow  and  Aid.  Steb- 
bins, and  it  was  ordered  that  warrants  be  issued 
for  a  representative  to  the  General  Court,  there 
having  been  no  choice  on  the  2d  of  November 
last ;  and  they  found  so  from  the  returns  made, 
and  the  returns  of  the  Board  of  Examiners  prob- 
ably said  so.    Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  propose— 

.Vld.  C.  W.  Smith— This  is  a  new  law  passed 
since  then. 

Aid.  Lee— I  am  only  citing  some  cases  now  f of" 
the  edification  of  the  aldermen  which  were 
passed  upon  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  the  then 
city  solicitor,  and,  as  the  gentleman  says,  they 
can  go  to  the  Supreme  Court  and  have  the  mat- 
ter settled.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  not  know 
whether  I  am  in  order  now  upon  the  solving  of 
a  doubt,  but  I  would  ask  what  is  the  question 
before  the  Board. 

The  Chair— The  Chair  understands  the  ques- 
tion to  be  upon  the  substitution  of  the  report  of 
the  minority  for  so  much  of  the  report  of  the 
majority  as  relates  to  giving  certificates  to  the 
members  of  the  Common  Council  from  Ward 
15. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  have  failed  to  hear  a  single 
case  brought  forward  similar  to  the  one  in  Ward 
15  in  regard  to  the  election  of  councilmen.  I 
failed  to  have  heard  any  argument  brought  for- 
ward where  we  could  count  any  votes  cast  for 
any  persons  when  the  ballots  did  not  designate 
the  office  for  which  they  were  voted.  It  has 
been  the  usual  practice  since  I  have  been  in  the 
city  government  and  had  anything  to  do  with 
counting  votes,  where  there  was  any  number  of 
ballots  cast  which  did  not  designate  the  office,  to 
throw  the  ballots  out.  There  is  nothing  on  these 
ballots  to  show  whether  they  were  voting  for 
aldermen,  councilmen  or  anything  else.  There 
is  no  doubt  in  the  mind  Of  each  member  here  I 
believe,  that  it  was  the  intention  to  vote 
these  men  for  councilmen,  hut  there  is  nothing 
on  the  ballot  to  show  it,  and  we  are  told  so 
plainly  in  the  law  that  we  must  not  and  cannot 
originate  the  position,  and  we  should  only  have 
to  surmise  that  the  ballots  were  inte'  ded  for 
members  of  the  Common  Council.  I  am  sorry 
the  Board  refuses  to  have  the  corporation 
counsel  with  us  to  give  his  decision.  When  I 
vote  S6000  a  year  for  a  corporation   counsel  to 

five  us  instruction  in  law,  I  claim  the  right  to 
ave  his  opinion  to  guide  me,  because  he  knows 
more  about  it  than  Ido.  How  can  any  person 
here  violate  that  la  w  when  we  have  nothing  to  go 
by  except  the  opinion  of  the  corporation  counsel? 
For  that  reason,  although  I  voted  with  the 
alderman  from  South  Boston  last  evening  to 
give  no  certificate  to  any  one,  but  they  refusing 
to  have  the  law  officer  here  to  instruct  us,  I 
shall  vote  against  the  alderman  tonight  and 
shall  vote  with  the  minority  of  the  committee. 
On  motion  of  Aid.  Allen,  the  subject  was  laid 
on  the  table  to  enable  the  Board  to  act  upon  a 
report  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  then 
on  motion  of  the  same  alderman  the  subject  was 
taken  from  the  table. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  want  to  say  just  a  word  in 
reply  to  the  alderman  on  my  left.  It  seems  to  ine 
to  be  a  want  of  discrimination.  Arguing  from 
his  standpoint,  I  should  agree  with  him ;  but, 
arguing  from  my  standpoint,  I  should  disagree 
with  him.  Now  he  says  that  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen, constituted  as  a  committee,  as  they 
were  the  other  day,  are  not  an  examining  board. 
That  is  where  I  take  issue  with  him.  He  has 
been  arguing  from  the  proceedings  of  the  Exain- 
ing  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of 
1876,  which  was  constituted  an  examining  board 
under  the  city  charter,  and  cannot  be  construed 
in  any  other  way  than  as  an  examining  board. 
Therefore  it  seems  to  me  his  standpoint  is  not 
exactly  correct.  But  since  1876  the  Legislature 
has  enacted  a  statute  trying  to  cover  the  elec- 
tion laws  more  completely  than  they  formerly 
did,  and  in  that  statute  of  1884  is  a  clause  which 
says  plainly  that  we  cannot  count  certain  votes 
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under  certain  circumstances.  But  what  I 
wanted  to  prove  to  the  alderman  was  his  error 
in  saying  that  this  Board,  as  constituted  the 
other  day,  was  not  an  examining  board,  I  refer 
him  to  Chapter  7  of  the  Public  Statutes,  Section 
36,  which  says : 

"If  within  three  days  next  following  the  day  of 
any  election,  10  or  more  qualified  voters  of  any 
ward  file  with  the  city  clerk  a  statement  in 
writing  that  they  have  reason  to  believe  that 
the  returns  of  the  ward  officers  are  erroueous, 
specifying  wherein  they  deem  them  in  error, 
said  clerk  shall  forthwith  transmit  such  state- 
ment to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  or  the  commit- 
tee thereof  appointed  to  examine  the  returns  of 
said  election.  The  Board  of  Aldermen,  or  their 
committee,  shall  thereupon,  and  within  five 
days  (Sunday  excepted)  next  following  the  day 
of  election,  open  the  envelope  and  examine  the 
ballots  tnrown  in  said  ward,  and  determine  the 
question  raised."  - 

Since  then  that  has  heen  altered  to  six  days 
jiext  following  the  day  of  an  election.  That 
chapter  makes  the  Board  of  Aldermen  an  exam- 
ining board. 

Aid.  Lee— No,  it  does  not  at  all. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— That  is  where  we  differ. 
That  is  the  only  point  at  issue.  My  point  is 
that  we  are  purely  and  simply  a  ministerial 
body  and  not  a  legislative  body  in  any  sense, 
and  in  that  respect  our  power  is  curtailed.  We 
have  a  right  to  issue  a  certificate- 
Aid.  Carroll— It  says  we  shall  issue  the  cer- 
tificate. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— As  a  returning  board,  ex- 
actly. If  that  conclusion  is  a  correct  one,  that 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  at  the  counting  of  those 
votes  was  a  committee,  an  examining  com- 
mittee, consisting  of  the  whole  Board,  it 
would  have  been  the  same  precisely  as  if 
three  or  five  members  of  the  Board  had 
done  the  counting.  It  was  a  committee 
constituted  and  empowered- to  examine  those 
votes,  and  it  had  no  authority  beyond  that.  If  I 
am  right  in  tnat  conclusion  then  we  stand  in 
exactly  the  same  position  as  the  counting 
officers  do  at  the  polls,  or  as  the  selectmen  of  a 
town  do  in  counting  votes.  They  are  all  ex- 
amining boards.  The  precinct  officers  are  ex- 
amining boards  and  the  Boards  of  Aldermen  is 
an  examining  board.  Then,  according  to  the 
statute.  I  say  that  in  the  case  of  these  three 
councilmen  it  is  perfectly  clear  that  under  the 
statutes  we  cannot  count  the  votes  for  Mr.  Nii- 
nan,  Mr.  Carroll  and  Mr.  Murphy  on  the  ticket 
where  no  office  was  designated,  and  that  we  are 
bound  in  law  to  report  just  what  we  found  in 
that  box. 

Aid.  Lee— May  I  ask  the  alderman  a  question? 
Upon  any  of  the  ballots  cast  for  Common  Coun- 
cil in  Ward  15  for  Messrs.  Carroll.  Nunan  and 
Murphy,  was  the  office  designated? 

Aid.  Donovan  in  the  chair. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— It  certainly  was.  I  was 
coming  to  that.  I  say  that  if  my  conclusion  is 
right,  that  we  are  an  examining  board  under 
the  statute,  then  under  Section  13,  which  says 
that  no  vote  shall  be  counted  which  does  not 
clearly  give  in  writing  the  office  for  which '  it 
was  designed,  we  cannot  count  that  vote,  and. 
according  to  the  Massachusetts  statute,  we  can- 
not give  those  votes,  which  bore  no  designa- 
tion of  the  office  on  them,  for  Messrs.  Nunan, 
Carroll  and  Murphy.  But  I  have  no  doubt 
in  my  own  mind,  and  if  I  was  a  member  of  the 
legislative  body  that  will  sit  on  that  case 
I  should  do  as  I  did  in  the  Spenceley  case 
in  1881,  and  vote  to  seat  those  three  men, 
because  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  intent  of  the 
voter  was  to  vote  for  those  three  men  for  com- 
mon councilmen.  But  the  point  I  make  is  that 
we  as  a  returning  board,  as  a  ministerial  body, 
have  no  right  to  enter  into  that  part  of  the 
question,  and  can  only  return  what  we  find  in 
the  boxes.  And  we  are  bound,  according  to  the 
statutes,  however  unjust  it  may  be,  to  give  the 
certificates  to  Messrs.  Cummings,  Cummings 
and  Farwell.  I  do  not  see  how  we  can  possibly 
help  it.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  law  in  regard 
to  that  case  is  perfectly  clear,  as  plain  as  it  pos- 
sibly could  be  written,  that  we  shall  not  count 
votes  where  the  office  is  not  designated.  That 
was  the  precedent  established  bv  this  Board  last 
year,  and  it  was  the  rule  adopted  this  year. 
Members  of  the  Board  will  bear  me  out  in  say- 
ing that  where  no  office  was  designated  the 
votes  were  thrown  out,  not  only  in  this  recount 
but  in  the  State  election. 


Aid.  Carroll— I  never  saw  one. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  heard  the  alderman  say 
last  night  that  he  and  his  partner  had  adopted 
it.  I  recollect  calling  Mr.  Bailey,  the  city 
solicitor,  to  me,  and  he  took  a  sticker  and  laid 
it  on,  and  decided  that  the  sticker  covered  the 
office,  and  we  threw  it  out.        . 

Aid.  McLaughlin— I  just  want  to  call  the 
Alderman's  attention  to  this  fact,  that  when  we 
were  counting  votes  in  Ward  19,  if  that  is  what 
the  alderman  refers  to,  I  called  the  corporation 
counsel  over  to  look  at  the  votes  for  the  Com- 
mon Council  where  the  names  ran  up  to  the 
School  Committee,  and  there  was  some  ques- 
tion whether  they  should  be  counted,  and  lie 
said  they  should  be  counted,  although  they  did 
not  appear  in  the  line  of  the  Common  Council. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  do  not.  refer  to  that  case. 
What  I  had  in  mind  was  a  case  that  came  up 
when  we  were  recounting  the  votes  of  the  State 
election.  In  my  own  experience  nothing  sim- 
ilar to  this  occurred.  But  I  heard  some  of  the 
aldermen  state  while  counting  that  they  had 
adopted  that  rule.  At  all  events  they  are  all 
agreed  with  me  that  that  has  been  the  rule  for 
the  last  two  years,  and  that  votes,  where  we 
found  by  a  sticker— for  instance,  in  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket,  Mr.  Cummings  or  Mr.  Farwell  was 
pasted  over  Mr.  Nunan,  whose  name  came  first 
on  the  Democratic  ticket  having  the  office  des- 
ignated, and  in  every  case  we  gave  to  these 
three  gentlemen  every  vote  that  we  could  find 
where  the  office  was  designated.  But  I  believe, 
and  the  minority  agree  with  me,  that  under 
the  statute  by  no  possible  construction  have 
we  the  right  to  count  any  vote  on  that  bal- 
lot for  Mr.  Nunan,  Mr.  Carroll  or  Mr.  Mur- 
phy where  the  office  for  which  they 
sought  election  was  not  designated.  For  that 
reason  and  that  alone,  I  believe,  however  unjust 
it  may  be— and  I  admit  that  it  is  unjust  to  these 
three  men,  for  I  believe  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  voter  to  elect  them,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
when  they  go  before  the  Common  Council  the 
Council  will  give  them  their  seats,  although  I 
know  that  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Spenceley, who  was  a 
Republican,  he  was  refused  his  seat  by  a  Repub- 
lican Council.  I  voted  for  Mr.  Spenceley  be- 
cause I  believed  that  in  all  justice,  honor,  and 
equity  he  was  entitled  to  the  seat.  But  it  was 
tbe  opinion  of  fair  and  honorable  men  in  that 
Council  who  would  not  knowingly  do  an  injus-. 
tice  to  any  man,  that  he  was  not  entitled  to  the 
seat,  and  it  was  not  given  to  him. 

Aid.  Lee  and  C.  W  Smith  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  the  motion  to  substitute  the  first 
part  of  the  minority  report  for  that  of  the  ma- 
jority relating  to  members  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil from  Ward  15  was  lost ;  yeas  5,  nays  7 : 

Yeas— Aid.  Allen,  Bromwich,  Haynes,  N.  G. 
Smith,  C.  W.  Smith-5. 

Nays— Aid.  Capen,  Carroll,  Donovan,  Lee,  Ma- 
guire,  McLaughlin,  Sullivan— 7. 

The  question  then  came  on  the  substitution  of 
the  second  part  of  the  minority  report  for  that 
of  the  majority  relating  to  the  votes  for  School 
Committee  and  it  was  lost,  yeas  5,  nays  7,  the 
aldermen  voting  the  same  as  before. 

The  question  then  came  on  the  adoption  of 
the  recommendations  in  the  majority  report, 
and  Aid.  Carroll  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question. 

Aid.  Lee  presented  the  following: 

The  undersigned  respectfully  dissents  from 
so  much  of  the  report  of  the  majority  where- 
in they  recommend  that  no  certificate  be  is- 
sued to  any  person  from  said  ward,  and  re- 
commends that  certificates  be  issued  to  Thomas 
F.  Nunan,  Michael  J.  Carroll,  and  William  J. 
Murphy. 

John  H.  Lee. 

The  Chairman— Aid.  Lee  moves  to  substitute 
his  minority  report  for  so  much  of  the  majority 
as  relates  to  the  giving  of  no  certificates  for 
the  Common  Council  from  Ward  15. 

The  motion  to  substitute  Aid.  Lee's  report  was 
adopted,  yeas  7,  nays  5,  the  aldermen  voting 
relatively  the  same  as  on  the  last  vote. 

The  question  then  came  on  the  acceptance  of 
the  second  part  of  the  majority  report,  relating 
to  School  Committee,  and  it  was  adopted ;  yeas 
7,  nays  5 : 

Yeas  —  Aid.  Capen,  Carroll,  Donovan,  Lee, 
Maguire,  McLaughlin,  Sullivan— 7. 

Nays—  Aid.  Allen,  Bromwich,  Haynes,  N.  .G. 
Smith,  C.  W.  Smith-5. 

The  majority  report,  as  thus  amended,  was 
accepted ;  yeas  7,  nays  5: 
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Yeas — Aid.  Capen,  Carroll.  Donovan,  Lee, 
Maguire,  McLaughlin,  Sullivan — 7. 

Nays— Aid.  Allen,  Bromwich,  Haynes,  N,  G. 
Smith,  C.  W.  Smith— 5. 

Aid.  Carroll  moved  a  reconsideration  of  all 
the  votes  passed  on  the  election  matter,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail ;  lost. 

TRANSFER    TO  PAVING    APPROPRIATION. 

Aid.  Allen  for  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
submitted  the  following : 

Report  on  the  order  for  a  transfer  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Paving  Department— Recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  order  in  the  follow- 
ing new  draft: 

Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  be  authorized 


to  transfer  the  sum  of  $10,000  for  the  appropria- 
tion for  wharf,  Paving  Department,  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Paving  Department. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed,  yeas  12,  nays  0. 
Sent  down. 

THE  NEXT  MEETING. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  McLaughlin  it  was  voted 
that  when  this  Board  adjourns  it  be  to  meet  on 
Friday,  Dec.  23,  at  1  o'clock  P.  M.,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  action  in  regard  to  the  election  of 
a  member  of  the  School  Committee  as  provided 
by  law.  Aid.  McLaughlin  moved  to  reconsider ; 
lost. 

Adjourned  at  7.29  P.  M.  on  motion  of  Aid. 
Allen. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council. 


Thursday,  Dec.  22, 1887. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  at 
7.30  P.M.,  President  Barry  in    the  chair   and  a 
quorum  present. 

KEARSARGE  BURYING  GROUND. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order— That  the 
Joint  Special  Committee  on  Kearsarge  Burying 
Ground  be  authorized  to  submit  their  report  in 
print  to  the  next  City  Council. 

Passed.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider ; 
lost.    Sent  up. 

SLEIGHING  CARNIVAL  IN  EAST  BOSTON. 

Mr.  Foss  offered  an  order— That  permission 
he  granted  for  the  driving  of  horses  on  Chelsea 
street,  East  Boston,  during  the  sleighing  season 
of  the  present  winter,  at  a  greater  rate  of  speed 
than  is  allowed  by  the  ordinance ;  under  such 
regulations  as  may  be  made  by  the  Board  of 
Police. 

Passed.  Mr.  Foss  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 
Sent  up. 

WIDENING  OF  BEACON  STREET. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ladd  (he  Council  took  from 
the  table  and  referrfd  to  Finance  Committee 
No.  22  on  the  calendar,  viz.  : 

22.  Report  of  Committee  on  Laying  Out  and 
Wiiiening  Streets,  that  the  order  requesting  the 
Street  Commissioners  to  take  land  for  the 
widening  of  Beacon  street  (referred  June  23 
last)  ought  to  pass. 

WATER    DEPARTMENT. 

Communications  were  received  from  the  Bos- 
ton Water  Board : 

1.  Requesting  authority  to  sell  a  lot  of  old 
metal  exceeding  in  value  8500. 

2.  Suggesting  the  propriety  of  passing  an  or- 
der au1  horizing  them  to  charge  to  the  appro- 
priation for  high  service  the  cost  of  ihe  pro- 
jected extension  of  the  East  Boston  high  ser- 
vice to  Breed's  Island. 

Severally  referred  to  Joint  Committee  on 
Water. 

PETITION. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan  presented  a  petition  from 
Gass,  Doe  &  Co.,  and  others,  lessees  of  stall  in 
Faneuil  Hall  Markets,  that  the  city  provide 
electric  lights  for  the  passageways  of  the  mar- 
kets, and  that  each  lessee  be  required  to  furnish 
at  their  own  expense  such  light  as  may  be  need- 
ed in  their  stalls. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Markets. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  and  order 
to  transfer  §10,000  from  appropriation  for  wharf. 
Paving  Department,  to  appropriation  for  Pav- 
ing Department. 

Report  accepted,  and  order  specially  assigned 
to  8  P.M.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gomez. 

Amended  order  relating  to  preparing  index  to 
statutes  relating  to  the  city,  by  substituting 
Committee  on  Paving  for  Ordinances.  Concur- 
red, on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore. 

The  Council  then  took  up  the  papers  on  the 
printed  calendar. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Frost,  Nos.  1  to  8  were  acted 
on  together,  viz. : 

1.  Report  of  Committee  on  Department  for 
Inspection  of  Buildings,  no  action  necessary,  on 
the  petition  of  George  A.  Avery  for  leave  to 
build  an  addition  to  a  building  on  Warren  street, 
corner  of  Montrose  street,  Ward  21. 

2.  Report  of  same  committee,  no  action  neces- 
sary, on  the  petition  of  E.  O.  Gifford  for  leave  to 
build  an  addition  to  building  on  an  unknown 
street  off  K  street,  Ward  14. 

3.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  leave  to 
withdraw,  on  the  petition  of  Dennis  Crowley 
for  compensation  for  injuries  received  at  the 
North  Ferry. 

4.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw, on  the  petition  of  M.  F.  Davern  for  com- 
pensation for  the  loss  of  a  horse  through  the 


alleged  carelessness    of    an    employee  in  the 
Health  Department. 

5.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw, on  the  petition  of  Sarah  B.  Bowker  to  be 
refunded  the  amount  paid  for  tax  deeds  of  cer- 
tain estates  sold  for  unpaid  taxes. 

6.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw, on  certain  petitions  of  Nellie  E.  Brown  to 
be  refunded  the  amounts  paid  for  tax  deeds  of 
certain  estates  sold  for  unpaid  taxes. 

7.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw, on  certain  petitions  of  Lottie  E.  Brown  to 
be  refunded  the  amounts  paid  for  tax  deeds  of 
certain  estates  sold  for  unpaid  taxes. 

8.  Report  of  same  committee,  leave  to  with- 
draw, on  certain  petitions  of  Edwin  F.  Bowker 
to  be  refunded  tne  amounts  paid  for  tax  deeds 
of  certain  estates  sold  for  unpaid  taxes. 

Severally  accepted  in  concurrence. 

9.  Order  requesting  the  Board  of  Health  to  in- 
vestigate and  report  as  to  whether  there  are  any 
piggeries  maintained  in  the  city  of  Boston,  in 
violation  of  the  city  ordinances. 

Passed  in  concurrence. 

10.  Report  of  Committee  on  Department  for 
Inspection  of  Buildings,  and  order  for  the  issue 
of  a  permit  to  J.  K.  Souther  &  Son  to  build  a 
wooden  addition  to  building  on  Bickford  street, 
near  Heath  street,  Ward  22,  to  be  occupied  as  a 
wagon  shed. 

Report  accepted ;  order  passed  in  concurrence. 
Mr.  Frost  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

REPORT  OF  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Whall  submitted  sundry  reports  from 
the  Finance  Committee,  viz. : 

Sewer  Appropriation. 
Report  on  the  order  (referred  Dec.  15, 1887)  for 
the  transfer  of  830,000  to  the  appropriation  for 
sewers — That  in  their  opinion  the  order  ought  to 
pass.  For  the  Committee, 

William  B.  F.  Whall. 

Minority  Report, 

The  undersigned,  members  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  to  which  was  referred  by  the  Com- 
mon Council,  Dec.  15,  the  order  passed  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  transferring  $20,000  from  the 
Cambridge-street  bridge,  Allston,  and  810,000 
from  the  Grammar  Schoolhouse,  Dudley  street 
site,  to  sewers,  would  respectfully  dissent  from 
the  report  of  the  majority  of  said  committee, 
believing  that  the  sum  of  820,000  is  all  that  can 
be  judiciously  expended  at  this  season  of  the 
year,  and  therefore  recommend  that  the  Com- 
mon Council  concur  in  the  passags  of  that  part 
of  the  order  transferring  $20,000,  and  non-con- 
curring m  that  portion  of  the  order  transferring 
810,000. 

(Signed)  Charles.  H.  Allen, 

Albert  H.  Lauten. 

Both  reports  were  accepted,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Whall. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall  it  was  voted  that  the 
part  of  the  order  which  refers  to  the  transfer 
of  810,000  from  the  appropriation  for  land  for 
the  Hugh  O'Brien  schoolhouse  be  stricken  out. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended so  that  the  matter  might  be  acted  upon 
at  the  present  meeting. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading, 
read  a  second  time,  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Sanger— Before  the  roll  is  called  I  would 
like  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7,  who  is 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
Common  Council,  as  to  whether  the  superin- 
tendent of  sewers  was  before  the  committee 
and  stated  wnether  the  money  was  required  for 
the  general  purposes  of  the  department,  or  for 
some  specific  sewers  in  different  parts  of  the 
city. 

Mr.  Whall— Not  having  been  present  today 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  I 
can  only  answer  in  a  general  way  the  question 
propounded  to  me  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
11.  We  all  know  that  the  Sewer  Department 
needs  money.  The  proposition  which  I  have 
made  tonight  in  amending  the  order  is  the  re- 
sult of  the  best  judgment  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee. We  have  all  agreed  that  some  money 
ought  to  go  to  that  department.and  this  amended 
order  which  is  before  the  Council  for  passage,  is 
rather  in  the  nature  of  a  compromise,  the  result 
of  the  best  judgment  of  the  best  men  on  each 
side. 

The  order  as  amended  was  passed :  yeas  52, 
nays  1 : 
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Yeas — Barry.  Bowman.  Burr,  Carroll,  Cham- 
berlain. Cochran,  Coleman,  Connolly,  Coyle, 
Davern,  Desmond.  Dolan,  Duggan,  Fisher. 
Foss,  Fottler.  Fowler.  Frost.  J.  Gallagher,  Go- 
mez, Haggerty,  Harrington.  Hayes.  Ladd.  Lau- 
ten.  Leary.  Light,  McEnaney,  McKenna,  Mc- 
Nary,  F.  Morison.  F.  R.  Morrison.  J.  Murphy, 
W.  H.  Murphy,  Nunan,  O'Mealey,  Perkins,  C. 
C. Powers,  Reiliy,  Richards,  Sanger.Shaw,  Short, 
E.Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan.  Sundberg,  Teevens, 
Thayer,  Tracy,  Tuttle,  Whall,  Whitmore,  Wil- 
son—53. 

Nay  s— Webster— 1 . 

Absent  or  not  voting— Atwood.  Blum'e.  Cars- 
tensen,  Clark.  Dewey,  Dunn.  P.  J.  Gallagher, 
Keliher.  Kelley,  Kennedy.  Lattimore,  Mahoney. 
J.  J.  Murphy.  Norton.  Perry,  E.  J.  Powers,  Snow, 
J.  H.  Sullivan— 18. 

.  Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider  the  last  vote ; 
lost.    Sent  up. 

Schoolhouses. 

Report  on  the  request  of  the  superintendent 
of  public  buildings,  for  an  additional  appropria- 
tion for  schoolhouses.  recommending  the  pas- 
sage of  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  be  authorized 
to  transfer  the  balance  of  the  appropriation  for 
primary  schoolhouse,  Blossom  street,  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  schoolhouses,  public  buildings. 

Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  be  authorized 
to  transfer  the  sum  of  $1000  from  the  appropria- 
tion for  building  for  outpatients  to  the  appropri- 
ation for  schoolhouses,  public  buildings,  said 
sum  to  be  expended  by  the  superintendent  of 
public  buildings  in  fitting  up  the  new  school- 
house  on  Armandine  street,  in  the  Pierce  Dis- 
trict. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  orders  ordered  to 
a  second  reading. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Whall  the  orders 
were  held  until  several  others  could  be  acted 
on  at  the  same  time 

Humboldt-avenue  Extension. 

Report  recommending  the  passage  of  an  order 
— That  the  city  auditor  be  authorized  to  trans- 
fer the  sum  of  $2500  from  the  appropriation  for 
public  lands  to  the  appropriation  for  Humboldt- 
avenue  extension. 

Report  accepted,  order  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Contingent  Fund,  Joint  Committees 

Report  on  the  request  of  city  auditor  for  an 
additional  appropriation  of  $2000  for  the  con- 
tingent fund  of  joint  committees,  recommending 
the  passage  of  an  order— That  the  city  auditor 
be  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $2000  from 
the  appropriation  for  building  for  out-patients 
to  the  contingent  fund  of  joint  committees. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question 
came  upon  giving  the  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  think  we  are  entitled  to  some  in- 
formation in  regard  to  these  orders,  even  before 
they  are  ordered  to  a  second  reading.  The  prop- 
osition is  made  to  pass  them  under  one  vote  al- 
together, and  I  for  one  want  some  information. 
It  is  the  first  time  I  have  heard  anything  about 
these  orders,  and  I  think  the  committee  should 
give  us  some  information. 

Mr.  Whall — If  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10 
will  ask  for  information  in  regard  to  any  par- 
ticular order,  I  will  be  glad  to  give  it  to  him. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  ask  in  regard  to  the  present 
order. 

The  clerk  read  the  order  for  information. 

Mr.  Whall— At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council 
we  were  presented  with  an  application  from  the 
city  auditor  requesting  us  to  make  a  transfer  to 
the  appropriation  for  contingent  fund  for  joint 
committees.  There  is  no  doubt  a  necessity  ex- 
ists for  a  transfer.  The  question  left  is  as  to 
where  we  should  get  the  money  to  be  transfer- 
red. According  to  the  best  judgment  of  the 
committee  we  have  attacked— and  I  might  say 
also  that  it  was  at  the  suggestion  of  one  of  the 
cheap  Republicans  of  the  government— the  ap- 
propriation for  outpatients  in  the  department 
of  the  City  Hospital,  simply  because  the  money 
cannot  be  used.  There  are  $10,000  left  in  the 
treasury  for  that  appropriation,  and  they  want 
$30,000,  which  the  city  government  did  not  see 
fit  to  give  We  must  fill  up  the  contingent  fund ; 
that  goes  without  saying,  because  there  are 
bills  outside  which  the  City  Council  is  bound  in 
honor  to  pay.  This  appropriation  of  $2000  we 
can  take  from  the  appropriation  for  outpa- 
tients'    department     without     crippling     the 


finances  in  a  single  department  of  the  city.  I 
hope  I  have  explained  everything  satisfactorily 
to  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  didn't  feel  before  that  I  should 
press  my  objection  at  the  present  time,  but  1 
think  now  I  shall  object  to  all  these  orders. 
But  I  just  want  to  know  how  many  orders  are 
going  in,  and  how  large  the  attack  is  to  be  upon 
this  appropriation.  I  do  not  oppose  the  second 
reading  of  the  order. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 
Incidental  Expenses. 

Report  on  the  request  of  the  city  auditor  for 
an  additional  appropriation  of  $15,000  for  inci- 
dental expenses,  recommending  the  passage  of 
an  order— That  the  city  auditor  be  authorized 
to  transfer  the  following  amounts  to  the  appro- 
priation for  incidental  expenses,  namely:  From 
the  reserve  fund,  $10,407.78;  from  the  appropria 
tion  for  building  for  outpatients,  $4592.22. 

Report  accepted,  order  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  so  that 
the  several  orders  from  the  Finance  Committee 
may  take  their  second  reading  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  think  we  should  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  make  an  examination  of  these  mat- 
ters before  we  suspend  the  rule,  and  I  would 
like  to  have  a  further  opportunity  to  examine 
and  consider  them.  I  move  that  they  be  as- 
signed to  8  30  P.M. 

The  motion  to  assign  prevailed. 

Park-Construction  Loans. 

Report  recommending  the  passage  of  an  order 
that  the  city  treasurer  in  negotiating  the  Public 
Park  Construction  Loans,  authorized  by  the 
orders  of  the  City  Council  of  January  4, 1887,  and 
February  10,  1887,  allow  a  rate  of  interest  of  4 
per  cent  per  annum,  payable  semi-annually. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.  Mr.  Whall  moved  to  recon- 
sider; lost.    Sent  up. 

REPORTS  FROM  JUDICIARY  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Whitmore  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Judiciary : 

Temporary  Department  for  Street  Cleaning. 

Report  on  the  order  (referred  Dec.  1, 1887)  rela- 
tive to  the  formation  of  a  temporary  depart- 
ment for  street  cleaning— That  they  have  grave 
doubts  as  to  the  powers  of  the  City  Council  in 
the  premises,  and  that  in  their  opinion  it  is  in- 
expedient to  take  any  action  in  the  matter. 

Accepted.    Sent  up, 

*  City  Clerk's  Documents. 

Report  on  the  order  (referred  Jan.  13,  1887)  di- 
recting the  city  clerk  to  examine  and  report  if 
any  public  documents  or  papers  have  been  dis- 
posed of  by  any  of  his  predecessors  to  the 
detriment  of  the  city— Recommending  reference 
of  the  same  to  the  next  city  government. 

Accepted  and  said  reference  ordered.  Sent  up. 
Night  Watchman  for  Old  State  House. 

Report  on  the  report  in  relation  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  night  watchman  for  the  Old  State" 
House,  referred  (Oct.  20,  1887)  with  instructions 
to  ascertain  and  report  whether  the  Board  of 
Police  will  furnish  a  watchman  at  its  own  ex- 
pense—That the  Board  of  Police  decline  to  fur- 
nish a  watchman  as  they  have  not  the  means 
at  hand  to  pay  the  required  salary.  The  com- 
mittee therefore  recommend  that  the  Council 
adhere  to  its  former  action  (directing  the  super- 
intendent of  public  buildings  to  employ  such 
night  watchman). 

Mr.  Whitmore— This  matter  was  referred  to 
the  Judiciary  Committee  because  there  has 
been  a  disagreement  between  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  and  the  Common  Council.  Tlie  order 
was  that  there  should  be  a  night  watchman 
placed  in  the  Old  State  House  where  one  is  very 
much  needed.  The  Board  of  Aldermen  agreed 
to  it,  but  suggested  that  the  matter  should  be 
referred  to  the  Board  of  Police,  asking  them  for 
a  favorable  consideration  of  the  matter  of 
furnishing  the  night  watchman  themselves. 
The  matter  has  been  sent  to  the  Board  of  r'olice 
and  they  declined  to  furnish  the  watchman  at 
their  own  expense.  Your  committee  therefore 
recommend  that  the  Council  insist  upon  its 
former  action,  which  was  that  the  superintend- 
ent of  public  buildiugs,over  whom  we  have  con- 
trol, be  directed  to  put  a  night  watchman  there. 
I  would  say  further  that  if  the  Board  of  Police 
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was  willing  to  do  it,  and  if  they  had  furnished 
the  men,  it  would  cost  considerably  more  than 
it  would  if  the  superintendent  of  public  build- 
ings did,  because  it  is  perfectly  easy  to  get  a 
suitable  man  for  a  night  watchman  who  is  dis- 
abled from  active  work  and  would  be  very  glad 
of  such  a  position  for  $8,  $9  or  §10  a  week,  but 
the  pay  of  one  of  the  regular  force  of  policemen, 
if  one  could  be  obtained  for  that  purpose,  would 
be  nearly  twice  as  much. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  Council 
voted  to  adhere  its  former  action. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 
Sent  down. 

DRAWTENDERS  AS    SPECIAL   POLICEMEN. 

Mr.  Leary  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Bridges  on  the  order  (referred  July  7, 
1887)  relative  to  making  drawtenders  and  assist- 
ant drawtenders  special  policemen — That  in 
their  opinion  no  further  action  is  necessary  on 
the  part  of  the  City  Council. 

Accepted.    Sent  up. 

ITEMS  OF  BILLS   CALLED  FOR. 

Mr.  F.  Morison  offered  an  order— That  the 
city  auditor  be  directed  to  furnish  to  the  Com- 
mon Council  copies  of  all  bills  for  the  sums  for 
which  he  requests  additional  appropriations  for 
incidental  expenses  and  for  contingent  fund, 
joint  committees,  in  City  Document  Nos.  169 
and  170. 

The  order  was  read  twice,  and  put  upon  its 
passage. 

Mr.  Whall— I  move  that  that  order  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Contingent  Expen- 
ses. 

Mr.  F.  Morison  moved  the  previous  question. 
Declared  ordered. 

Mr.  Whall  doubted  the  vote,  and  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

The  motion  for  the  main  question  was  lost ; 
yeas,  28.  nays  30 : 

Yeas — Blume,  Bowman,  Burr,  Chamberlain, 
Coyle,  Fisher,  Fottler,  Fowler,  Frosr,  Ladd,  Lat- 
timore.  Lauten,  Light,  McNary,  F.  Morison,  F.R. 
Morrison,  Perkins,  C.  C.  Powers,  Richards,  San- 
ger, Shaw,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Thayer, 
Tuttle,  Webster,  Wilson— 28. 

Nays— Barry,  Carroll,  Cochran.  Coleman,  Con- 
nolly, Davem,  Desmond,  Dolan,  Duggan,  Foss, 
J.  Gallagher,  Gomez,  Haggerty,  Harrington, 
Hayes,  Keliher.  Leary.  McEnaney,  J.  Murphy, 
J.  J.  Murphy.  W.  H.  Murphy,  Ntman,  O'Mealey, 
Reilly,  Short,  R.  Sullivan,  Teevens,  Tracy, 
Whall,  Whitmore— 30. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Atwood.  Carstensen, 
Clark,  Dewey,  Dunn,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Kelley, 
Kennedy,  Mahoney.  McKenna,  Norton,  Perry,  E. 
J.  Powers,  J.  H.  Sullivan— 14. 

The  question  then  came  upon  the  reference  to 
the  Committee  on  Contingent  Expenses. 

Mr.  Wilson— Before  the  Council  vote  to  refer 
this  to  the  Committee  on  Contingent  Expenses 
I  desire  them  to  weigh  carefully  what  they  are 
doing.  The  Finance  Committee  have  come  in 
tonight  and  asked  a  transfer  of  appropriations 
m  order  to  meet  these  bills,  as  to  which  Mr. 
Morrison  has  asked  an  itemized  statement.  I 
think  the  48  votes  will  be  lacking  on  the  trans- 
fer, if  the  Council  sees  fit  to  send  this  to  the 
committee,  and  I  would  move  at  this  time,  as  a 
substitute  for  the  motion  of  the  gentleman,  that 
we  rescind  the  vote  we  have  just  had. 

Mr.  Whall— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that  the 
motion  is  not  in  order  at  the  present  time. 

The  President— Mr.  Wilson  has  the  lioor. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  move  to  rescind.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  rise  for  information;  has  reconsider- 
ation of  the  last  vote  been  had?  If  not,  I  move 
reconsideration  of  the  last  vote,  and  I  hope  it 
will  prevail. 

Mr.  Whall— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that  the 
time  for  motions  has  not  yet  arrived,  and  the 
gentleman's  motion  is  out  of  order. 

The  President— Reconsideration  at  this  time 
is  not  in  order.  The  question  is  on  Mr.  Whall's 
motion. 

Mr.  Whall — I  hope  that  the  Common  Coun- 
cil will  insist  upon  the  action  which  its  last  vote 
has  indicated.  We  have  been  told  by  the  Re- 
publican members  of  this  branch  that  if  we 
don't  do  what  they  want  us  to  do,  if  we  don't 
carry  out  the  initial  performance  in  a  large  Re- 
publican game  that  is  just  being  commenced, 
they  will  not  give  us  the  funds  which  the 
Finance  Committee  by  unanimous  vote  has  said 
should  be  transferred  from  one  appropriation  to 


the  other.  The  gentleman,  in  the  fourth 
division  who  has  assumed  to  honor  tbe  next 
Board  of  Aldermen  by  his  pi'esenee,  bows  in  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  truth  of  the  proposition 
I  have  enunciated.  If  the  Republican  minority 
have  the  slightest  idea  that  they  can  whip  the 
Democratic  majority  in  this  branch  and  make 
them  partners  and  coadjutors  in  their  schemes 
of  muddying  and  smirching  the  Democratic 
party  in  this  city,  simply  by  the  threat  that  they 
will  not  give  us  what  we  think  is  decent  and 
honest  and  fair,  then  they  don't  know  the  Dem- 
crats  in  this  Council.  We  don't  care  whether 
you  pass  these  transfers  tonight  or  not.  We  are 
doing  this  for  the  good  of  the  city  of  Boston.  If 
the  Republican  minority  in  this  Council  sees  fit 
not  to  do  a  decent  and  an  honorable  and  just 
thing,  because  some  of  us  have  our  eyes  open 
and  see  their  schemes  and  are  willing  to  thwart 
them,  then  the  Republican  party  can  take  what 
will  be  the  reward  and  the  just  deserts  of  its 
action.  But  there  isn't  a  man  who  voted 
against  the  previous  question  who  will  be 
moved  a  particlebecause  the  soon-to-be  alderman 
tells  \\s  that  if  we  don't  do  as  the  Republican  party 
sees  fit  with  regard  to  this  particular  question, 
we  cannot  get  our  transfers  tonight.  We  don't 
waut  the  transfers  tonight.  If  the  Republican 
party  can  stand  letting  these  transfers  be  de- 
ferred from  now  until  next  year,  the  Democrats 
can  stand  it.  But  his  threat  comes  against  dead 
walls  and  at  the  present  time  it  comes  against  a 
very  living  one— one  that  has  blood  in  his  veins. 
But  it  will  have  the  same  effect  as  if  the  threat 
were  hurled  against  stone  pillars.  The  men  who 
voted  against  the  previous  question  will  now, 
at  the  llth  hour,  stand  in  their  boots,  and  even 
if  they  do  leave  the  Council  they  will  leave  it 
with  the  banner  of  Caesar  floating  above  their 
heads. 

Mr.  F.  Morison—  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  that 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  thinks  that  we 
have  done,  in  presenting  this  resolution  which  I 
have  introduced  into  the  Council,  an  indecent 
and  improper  thing.  The  thing  that  this  order 
was  aimed  at  he  knows  perfectly  well.  It  was 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  citizens  of  Boston 
the  opportunity  to  inspect  the  bills  of  the  com- 
mittee of  which  he  was  chairman,  of  which, 
during  the  year,  any  efforts  of  anybody  have 
failed  to  ascertain  a  single  item.  We  have 
tried  in  every  possible  way,  I  have  personally 
tried  and  have  found  it  impossible  so  far,  to  get 
a  single  item  of  some  $18,000  expenditure  of  a 
committee  of  which  this  gentleman  is  chair- 
man. I  am  very  glad  to  see  that  he  proposes  to 
place  himself  and  his  Democratic  friends  on  the 
floor  of  this  chamber,  as  considering  that  an 
improper  and  an  indecent  thing  on  my  part  to 
do.  I  think  the  citizens  of  Boston  will  think  it 
is  a  proper  thing  to  do ;  I  think  myself  that  the 
Democratic  party  in  this  body  cannot  afford  not 
to  have  it  done,  and  I  believe  that  this  vote  to- 
night by  the  majority  of  the  Democratic  party 
in  this  chamber  would  have  been  to  do  it,  had 
it  not  been  for  the  personal  solicitation  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  7.  He  has  succeeded  in 
getting ;  for  personal  reasons,  a  number  of  his 
friends  to  vote  against  it.  I  hope  the  vote 
will  be  rescinded,  and  I  believe  that  gen- 
tlemen on  the  floor  who  are  in  the  Democratic 
majority,  and  I  believe  I  have  many  friends  on 
this  floor  who  will  agree  with  me  that  this  sort 
of  thing,  having  unitemized  bills  come  into  the 
government  and  having  them  approved  should 
cease.  We  have  no  items,  gentlemen.  AVe  have 
a  flower  bill  of  S4500.  That  isn't  an  item,  in  any 
decent  sense.  No  gentleman  on  this  floor  would 
pay  a  bill  of  that  kind,  where  they  do  not  send 
in  one  item.  Then  there  are  the  Parker  House 
bills  of  from  S3000  to  §4000.  in  one  lump— not  a 
single  item  from  beginning  to  end  of  all  our 
expenditures,  and  I  myself  have  inspected  those 
bills  and  been  unable  to  find  any  items.  I  want 
this  system  to  cease,  and  I  think  that  the  Demo- 
cratic majority  in  the  Council,  if  they  under- 
stood, and  I  think  they  must,  would  want  it  to 
cease.  I  have  never  spent  any  money  on  the 
city's  account  where  I  have  not  been  willing  to 
have  my  name  published  in  connection  with  it. 
When  I  have  voted  for  a  lunch.  I  have  been  per- 
fectly willing  to  have  my  name  published  in 
every  paper  in  Boston,  and.  as  I  believe,  my 
friends  in  the  Democratic  party,  as  well  as  the 
Republicans,  are  also  willing  to  have  that  done. 
But  whenever  we  have  committees  on  entertain- 
ing distinguished  guests,  why  should  we  allow 
bills  to  be  sent  in  here  that  have  no  items  at- 
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taclied  to  them?«  I  have  been  on  those  com- 
mittees and  objected  to  those  bills:  here  they 
are  sent  in  without  any  items.  Why  such  things 
should  be  done  I  don't  see.  1  have  introduced 
this  order  tonight,  because  I  think  the  sense  of 
the  majority,  as  well  as  of  the  minority,  would 
be  in  favor  of  having  those  bills  more  fully  item- 
ized, and  I  am  very  much  surprised  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  7  should  take  the  ground 
that  it  was  an  indecent  and  an  improper  thing 
for  me  and  the  minority  in  this  body  to  sup- 
port. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  am  somewhat  surprised  at 
the  amount  of  feeling  which  has  been  shown 
on  the  order  which  was  presented,  because,  as  I 
read  it,  Mr.  President.it  doesn't  seem  to  war- 
rant any  such  exhibition  of  feeling.  The  order 
presented  by  Mr.  Morison  is  as  follows:  "That 
the  city  auditor  be  directed  to  furnish  the  Com- 
mon Council  copies  of  all  bills  for  the  sums  for 
which  he  requests  additional  appropriations  for 
incidental  expenses  and  for  Contingent  Fund 
Joint  Committees,  in  City  Documents  Nos.  169 
and  170,"  Now,  as  I  understand  it,  it  seems  to 
be  perfectly  clear  and  plain  thai  the  attempt  is 
to  furnish  copies  of  bills  for  the  amounts  for 
which  he  now  asks  an  additional  appropriation. 
In  Document  169  the  city  auditor  says  he  has 
spent  $40,000,  within  96  cents,  and  he  estimates 
that  the  paying  of  bills  now  in  the  office, 
amounting  to  $2668,  and  for  expenses  for  the 
balance  of  the  financial  year,  which  have  not 
been  incurred,  will  require  $15,000.  I  have  asked 
for  a  copy  of  Document  170,  which  has  been  re- 
ferred to,  because  I  haven't  got  it  here.  In  this 
document  he  reports  in  regard  to  joint  commit- 
tees that  he  has  spent  $95,000,  and  he  asks  for 
$465.  Now  under  the  order,  as  it  stands,  all  that 
he  is  required  to  do  is  to  furnish  the  items  of 
the  bills  unpaid  now  hi  his  office,  amounting  in 
one  case  to  $465,  in  the  other  to  twenty-six  hun- 
dred odd  dollars,— in  all  about  $3000.  Now,  sir, 
if  this  order  is  passed,  and  you  get  the  returns 
of  those  unpaid  bills,  which  is  all  that  the  order 
calls  for,  he  is  not  called  upon  to  furnish 
any  items  by  which,  in  one  case,  he  has 
spent  $9500,  and  in  the  other  .$40,000.  To  go 
one  step  farther,  the  very  thing  that  has 
created  so  much  excitement, — the  statement  in 
regard  to  the  expenditures  for  the  reception  of 
Queen  Kapiolani,  is  all  paid  for  out  of  the 
$40,000,  and  under  that  order  the  Council  will 
not  receive  any  information  whatever.  Now, 
sir,  whatever  the  benevolent  intentions  of  my 
friend  on  the  left  were,  and  whatever 
was  the  excitement  of  my  friend  from 
Ward  7  on  the  right,  it  seems  to  me  that 
this  order  does  not  hit  either  of  them.  It  may 
have  been  intended  to  and  the  gentleman  may 
have  replied  to  the  intention,  but  I  submit  to 
the  Council  that  the  order  as  introduced  is  inoc- 
uous — "inocuous  desuetude,"  Mr.  President, 
Daughter],  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  cite  from  high 
authorities,  would  be  the  result  of  passing  the 
order.  You  would  get  information  in  regard  to 
$3000  worth  of  unpaid  bills,  all  of  which,  I  have 
no  doubt,  ave  perfectly  legal  and  proper,  though 
I  don't  know  anything  about  them.  But  at  all 
events,  if  there  is  any  dirty  linen  in  the  basket 
it  is  not  in  the  particular  basket  the  gentleman 
wished  to  upset  and  disclose  Falstaff  inside  of. 
For  that  reason  I  hope  the  gentlemen  will  with- 
draw their  threats  of  what  they  will  do  or  will 
not  do,  aaid  that  the  order  of  Mr.  Morison  will 
be  allowed  to  be  passed,  because  I  don't  think 
it  will  hurt  anybody  at  all.  1  hope  the  angry 
feelings  will  subside,  and  the  result  will  be  that 
we  will  get  on  and  pass  the  transfers,  as  I  said 
before  today,  and  I  think  the  Democrats  on 
either  side  will  say,  if  it  will  be  any  comfort  to 
.the  prospective  alderman  opposite,  that  we 
should  pass  this  order  and  get  the  items  of  this 
$3000.  ''Let  him  have  it."  I  hope  we  will  now 
proceed  to  pass  the  order,  and  that  we  will  then 
pass  the  transfer. 

Mr.  Richards— I  am  rather  surprised  at  the 
attitude  laken  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  in 
assailing  the  Republicans  for  having  brought 
forward  this  measure,  inasmuch  as  this  order 
emanated  from  a  Democratic  daily,  the  Boston 
Post,  of  Friday  last — 

Mr.  Whall— It  is  not  a  Democratic  daily. 

Mr.  Richards— Which  spoke  of  having  this 
detailed  account  given  of  the  expenditures  for 
these  different  items  here,  and  I  trusted  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  7  would  have  the  com- 
mon sense  to  allow  a  fair  request  to  be  executed 
by  the  auditor. 


Mr.  Whall— When  I  desire  common  sense  I 
probably  will  not  go  to  either  Wards  9, 10  or  11 
for  it.  I  might  find  more  if  I  went  to  such  wards 
as  6,  7,  8,  or  13,  because  there  common  sense  is  a 
superfluity.  We  have  a  lot  of  it  and  give  some 
of  our  neighbors  some  of  it.  I  opposed  this  or- 
der simply  hecause  I  knew  what  was  behind  it. 
It  is  only  the  commencement  of  a  campaign  of 
hypocrisy,  which  the  party  using  that  campaign 
has  always  pursued.  I  am  glad  that  Queen 
Kapiolani  has  been  mentioned  in  this  debate. 
For  a  year  I  have  been  made  the  butt  of  that 
famous  junkej; ;  but  no  member  on  this  floor,  no 
member  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  no  per- 
son in  the  press  has  dared  to  say  that  through- 
out all  that  famous  junket  I  was  the  winner  or 
the  gainer  by  a  single  dollar.  Errors  of  judg- 
ment may  have  been  made  in  that  affair, 
but  if  any  man,  here  or  elsewhere,  dares 
to  say  that  any  corruption  in  that  affair  can 
be  traced  to  me,  then  I  will  give  him  the  chance 
—the  only  chance  he  can  have— of  treating  the 
issue  fairly,  in  the  courts  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts.  One  would  imagine  that 
throughout  that  famous  junketno  itemized  bills 
were  given.  The  bill  about  which  the  most 
scandal  was  raised,  and  about  which,  I  am  frank 
to  admit,  scandal  came  with  the  greatest  reason, 
was  the  flower  bill ;  but  if  the  gentleman  looks 
at  the  bill  filed  in  the  auditor's  office,  he  will 
find  that  that  flower  bill  accounts  for  every  rose. 
It  is  the  largest  bill  there.  It  covers  four  or  five 
pages  of  foolscap,  and  every  flower  that  Mr. 
Galvin  gave  to  the  city  of  Boston  is  accounted 
for  in  that  bill.  So  that  the  "scandalous" 
flower  bill  is  the  bill  which  is  particularly  item- 
ized. I  expected  a  few  weeks  ago  that  this  issue 
would  be  presented  to  the  citizens  of  Boston. 
Wiser  heads  than  those  that  are  upon -the  trunks 
that  belong  to  the  Republican  party  in  this 
Council  forbade  the  introduction  of  that  issue. 
If  it  had  been  introduced,  then  some  of  us  might 
have  brought  the  facts  and  the  figures  to  show 
that  in  1872,  when  Boston  was  celebrating  the 

fxand  peace  jubilee,  when  the  pa?an  of  joy  from 
rom  America  was  supposed  to  rise  from  the 
Hub  of  the  Universe,  and  the  attendant  nations 
were  supposed  to  listen  to  the  diapason  of  felici- 
ty, we  had  a  Republican  government  in  the  city 
of  Boston,  and  these  Republican  saints,  under  the 
head  of  a  flower  bill— and  now  the  reporters  will 
listen  to  what  I  am  saying,  because  I  can  substan- 
tiate what  I  am  about  to  remark — these  Republi- 
can saints,  these  men  with  garments  as  white  as 
snow  and  spotless  as  angels'  wings,  under  the 
head  of  "flower  bill"  bought  dress  coats,  dress 
suits,  patent  leather  shoes,  fluted  shirts,  crush 
hats  and  an  extra  summer  suit  for  themselves. 
This  doesn't  appear  on  the  bills  in  the  auditor's 
office,  simply  because  these  Republican  rascals 
put  it  in  under  the  head  of  "flowers."  Nobody 
will  find  that  under  the  head  of  "flowers,"  in 
the  Kapiolani  business,  a  man  got  a  dollar.  I 
didn't  get  a  cent.  Perhaps  I  was  one  of  the  fool- 
ish ones,  but  if  anybody  got  any  money  in  that 
affair,  then  it  was  because  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  did  not  have  his  eyes  open.  I  don't 
oppose  this  because  I  don't  want  the  Kapiolani 
bills  produced.  I  have  nothing  to  hide  with 
reference  to  the  Kapiolani  reception.  I  may 
have  made  errors  of  judgment,  and  upon  second 
consideration  I  think  that  I  did,  but  there  has 
been  no  corruption  with  regard  to  my  connec- 
tion with  that  entertainment.  I  opposed  this  or- 
der tonight,  not  because  I  had  anything  to  cover 
over  in  my  own  woodpile.  I  leave  City  Hall,  if 
not  in  the  estimation  of  others,  at  least  in  my 
own  estimation,  as  white  a  man  as  ever  left  it.  I 
don't  believe  that  those  who  have  opposed  me 
politically  will  say  that  I  have  ever  cribbed 
anything  from  the  public  treasury.  I  leave  here, 
if  only  in  my  own  consciousness,  a  white  man, 
and  when  I  opposed  the  order  tonight  I  didn't  do 
it  to  cover  up  anything  of  my  own.  I  did  it  be- 
cause I  recognized  that  it  was  the  initial 
proceeding  in  a  campaign  that  is  about 
to  commence,  and  I  didn't,  as  long  as 
I  was  here,  wish  to  further  on  in  a 
blind  way  the  moves  of  my  adversary. 
I  always  help  my  friends,  but  when  my  enemies 
attack  me  they  always  find  a  wall  in  front  of 
them.  That  is  the  reason  I  oppose  this  matter. 
When  I  referred  to  it  as  being  indecent,  I  didn't 
refer  to  the  order  introduced.  I  did  refer  to  the 
threat  that  the  alderman-about-to-be  gave  us. 
I  referred  to  the  threat  he  gave  us  that,  unless 
we  did  as  Mr.  Morison  desired  us  to  do,  we 
couldn't  have  our  transfers.    I  said  that  threat 
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was  indecent ;  it  was  unfair,  it  was  unjust.  Al- 
though there  is  a  bright  political  future  in  front 
of  my  friend— and  nobody  wishes  it  to  bebrignt- 
er  than  I  do — I  will  tell  him  this  in  advance : 
never  treat  your  adversaries  unfairly ;  remem- 
ber Davy  Crockett's  advice.  "Be  sure  you're 
right,  then  go  ahead."  The  gentleman  tonight 
is  not  right.  "When  he  makes  these  transfers 
contingent  upon  the  passage  of  Mr.  Morison's 
order,  he  is  unfair,  he  is  untrue  to  himself,  and 
that  is  what  I  characterize  as  indecent  in  Mr. 
Morison's  order.  I  have  the  highest  respect  in 
the  world  for  the  gentleman  who  introduced  it. 
No  man  will  lift  his  hat  higher  to  the  gentleman 
from  "Ward  9  than  I  will,  and  no  man  when  he 
lifts  the  hat  will  do  it  with  more  sincerity  than 
I  will  lift  it;  but  when  the  abouf- to- be  alder- 
man makes  the  characterization  he  has  made, 
he  does  me  an  unfairness,  and  I  sincerely  hope 
that  the  Democrats  in  this  Council  will  not 
make  themselves  parties  to  this  Republican 
scheme  to  sling  mud  at  an  administration  that 
got  through  at  the  last  election  by  a  few  votes, 
but  which  will  go  in  by  ten  thousand  majority 
next  December. 

Mr.  F.  R.  Morrison— I  hope  we  will  vote  to 
rescind  our  action.  I  know  the  gentleman  from 
"Ward  7  thinks  'that  all  the  honor  and  justice 
of  the  members  of  this  body  lies  in  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  that  it  is  a  wrong  and  unjust 
thing  for  a  Republican  to  get  up  in  this  Council 
and  threaten  that  if  certain  things  are  not  done 
he  will  vote  against  a  transfer.  Three  weeks 
ago  tonight  my  colleague  from  "Ward  1  offered 
an  order  in  this  Council  for  a  right  and  just 
measure.  A  sewer  in  East  Boston  was  open; 
the  people  there  were  in  danger  of  their  lives 
and  their  health.  Three  streets  were  blockaded 
from  travel,  and  the  horse  cars  had  not  run  on 
the  principal  streets  for  three  weeks.  Some  of 
the  people  in  the  houses  along  the  street  had 
been  told  by  physicians  that  they  must  move, 
that  they  were  in  danger  of  typhoid  fever. 
Some  of  the  people  were  lying  sick  abed  in  their 
houses.  One  of  the  public  schools  in  East  Bos- 
ton had  been  closed  for  two  weeks ;  some  of  the 
children  when  they  came  there  in  the  moving 
have  thrown  their  breakfast  on  the  floor.  One 
child  fell  on  the  floor  in  a  dead  faint,  and  some 
of  the  teachers  had  been  home  from  school  for 
two  weeks.  This  was  known  to  the  Democratic 
members  of  the  Council,  and  no  one  knew  it 
better  than  the  gentleman  from  "Ward  7.  What 
was  the  consequence.  When  the  order  had 
passed  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote  of  the 
Council,  the  gentleman  stood  shaking  his  finger 
in  my  face  and  said:  "If  you  don't  help  us  in 
getting  4S  votes  for  the  appropriation  i  or  the 
Sewer  Department,  we  will  bring  in  40  Demo- 
cratic votes  and  rescind  this  vote  whereby  you 
obtain  §600  for  this  thing."  He  did  it.  He 
brought  in  his  Democratic  friends  and  voted 
this  thing  down,  to  the  everlasting  shame  and 
disgrace  of  the  Democratic  party  in  this  Council. 
What  was  the  consequence?  East  Boston  was 
carried  by  a  Republican  alderman  with  a  ma- 
jority of  nearly  700  votes,  where  last  year  it  was 
carried  by  a  majority  of  several  hundred  the 
other  way. 

Mr.  Gomez — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that  the 
gentleman  is  not  speaking  to  the  question.  The 
sewer  has  been  built  and  completed. 

The  President— The  gentleman  will  confine 
himself  to  the  question. 

Mr.  F.  R.  Morrison— I  think  it  is  a  parallel 
case  to  that  cited  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
7  a  few  moments  ago,  whereby  he  took  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  9  to  task  for  stating  exactly 
the  same  thing  that  was  stated  by  him  three 
weeks  ago.  There  was  not  a  Democratic  mem- 
ber of  this  Council  at  that  time  who  had  the 
manhood,  the  humanity  to  vote  for  that  order — 
not  one.  Now  I  don't  expect  that  any  of  the 
Democrats  here  tonight  will  vote  against  that 
order.  The  gentleman  has  assured  us  they  will 
not.  He  has  them  under  his  thumb,  and  all 
he  has  to  do  is  to  go  into  the  ante-room 
and  call  them  in  here,  and  on  any  measure 
every  one  of  them  will  vote  as  he  says.  He  has 
done  it  repeatedly— almost  every  night  I  have 
been  in  this  Council.  If  the  order  cannot  be  got 
through  in  that  way  all  they  have  to  do  is  to 
break  the  quorum  on  the  Republicans,  and  not 
stand.  I  think  it  is  about  time  that  something 
of  this  kind  should  be  done,  and  that  when 
orders  of  this  kind  are  brought  in  here  they 
should  be  investigated  in  order  that  we  may 
know  something  about  where  the  money  is  ex- 


pended, and  if  the  money  does  not  go  into  these 
gentlemen's  pockets  where  it  does  go  to. 

Mr.  McNary — 1  desire  to  say  a  few  words 
upon  this  matter  at  the  present  time.  I  was  one 
of  the  Democratic  members  who  voted  in  favor 
of  the  order  offered  by  the  gentleman  from. 
Ward  9,  and  the  gentleman  on  my  left  did  the 
same  thing.  I,  as  one  of  the  Democratic 
members,  certainly  believe  that  if  there 
was  anything  in  those  bills  that  ought  to 
be  showed  up  it  should  be  showed  up. 
But  I  can  myself  substantiate  what  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  7  said  in  regard  to  the 
items  connected  with  those  bills,  because  at  the 
time  the  bills  were  filed  in  the  auditor's  office  I 
had  occasion,  in  a  newspaper  capacity,  to  go  to 
the  office,  and  I  saw  the  items  and  can  speak  in 
regard  to  them  myself,  personally.  I  must  also 
venture  a  few  remarks  in  regard  to  what  has 
been  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1  about 
the  Democratic  members  voting  solidly  against 
his  pet  little  sewer  bill.  The  .gentleman  from 
Ward  7  should  not  be  blamed  for  rescinding  the 
order  for  the  East  Boston  sewer ;  let  the  blame 
fall  on  me.  I  did  it,  and  under  similar  circum- 
stances I  would  do  it  again ;  and  under  similar 
circumstances  I  think  every  Democrat  would 
probably  stand  with  me  in  doing  it.  The  gentle- 
man did  not  oppose  the  transfer  on  any  religious, 
humanitarian  or  other  scruples,  and  if  there 
were  any  politics  in  it  he  was  the  cause  of  their 
being  introduced  himself.  This  is  not 
a  parallel  case.  The  vast  majority  of 
the      members      present     voted      with      the 

gentleman  when  his  sewer  order  was  introduced 
ere,  as  they  believed  that  the  sewer  should  be 
put  in  order.  But  they  did  not  believe  that  sew- 
ers in  East  Boston  should  be  put  in  proper  order 
and  other  parts  of  the  city  of  Boston  which  are 
entitled  to  sewers  should  be  neglected.  They 
believed  that  money  should  be  appropriated  for 
sewers  in  all  sections  and  that  the  gentleman 
ought  to  recognize  that  fact.  In  regard  to  the 
Democratic  members  voting  for  the  order  as  it  * 
has  been  introduced  tonight,  there  has  not  been 
any  reason  given  to  show  why  Democrats  should 
vote  against  it.  If,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
7  says,  this  order  has  been  introduced  merely  as 
a  political  measure— in  this  case  I,  as  a  Demo- 
crat, would  vote  against  it  certainly,  and  would 
be  justified  in  doing  so.  If  it  was  introduced 
with  the  honest,  sincere  purpose  of  showing  up 
anything  wrong  I  would  be  willing  to  favor  it. 
But  if  it  has  been  introduced  as  a  political  meas- 
ure to  furnish  material  for  some  one  to  go 
up  to  the  Legislature  next  year  and  use 
it  against  the  Common  Council,  I  don't 
think  it  is  right  or  proper.  I  voted  for 
it,  knowing  the  gentleman  who  introduced  it, 
and  knowing  that  it  was  a  matter  of  fairness 
and  squareness;  but  if  it  goes  on  the  basis 
which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1  places  it  on, 
as  a  Republican  campaign  measure,  which  is  put 
in  here  as  a  partisan  measure,  I  should  vote 
against  it.  For  my  own  part  I  think  the  talk 
against  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  sewer  order,  was  entirely  unwar- 
ranted. The  gentleman  from  Ward  1  knows  as 
well  as  I  do  that  the  Republican  reversal  was  not 
as  he  states.  Some  prominent  Democrats  in  East 
Boston  have  informed  me  that  it  had  nothing  to 
do  with  it  all,  but  the  deteat  was  on  account  of 
the  personal  unpopularity  of  the  party  nomi- 
nated, and  nothing  else  whatever.  I  hope  his 
speech  will  have  no  weight  with  the  members 
of  the  Council.  I  think  it  is  bad  policy  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  when  political  matters  are  all 
over  with,  to  introduce  political  discusson  into 
the  Common  Council,  when  we  ought  merely  to 
settle  up  business  matters,  and  I  think  the  gen- 
men  have  done  wrong  to  give  the  discussion 
that  cast,  because  if  it  is  to  he  considered  \  as  a 
political  matter  I,  for  one,  shall  change  my  po- 
sition and  vote  against  the  order. 

Mr.  Foss— I  only  want  to  say  a  word  to  disa- 
buse the  minds  of  the  gentlemen  who  represent 
the  Republican  side  of  this  house  in  regard  to 
what  lias  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  1  as  regards  the  sewer  business,  which 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  case.  But  when  he 
speaks  about  the  defeat  of  the  Democratic  can- 
didate for  alderman  in  East  Boston,  I  would  say 
that  it  was  on  account  of  his  personal  unpopu- 
larity. Your  own  humble  servant  went  to  the 
Democratic  caucus  and  had  no  friends  behind 
the  rail— and  I  would  say  to  the  gentleman  that 
I  voted  against  the  order  he  refers  to  as  defeat- 
ing the   Democratic  candidate  for   alderman — 
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and  I  would  say  that  I  got  the  highest  vote  in 
the  caucus  out  of  nine  parties  representing  the 
Democratic  party,  and  I  received  the  highest 
number  of  votes,  notwithstanding  that  the  gen- 
tleman himself  got  up  a  communication  and 
put  it  in  the  local  papers  as  regards  the  position 
on  sewer  matters  of  the  Democratic  party  and 
the  members  of  it. 

Mr  Lajdd— I  was  under  the  impression  that 
the  main  channel  of  Boston  harbor  flowed  be- 
tween South  Boston  and  East  Boston,  and  I  had 
supposed  until  tonight  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  1  knew  more  about  the  affairs  of  East 
Boston  than  did  the  gentleman  from  Ward  15, 
I  certainly  am  entirely  in  favor  of  this  order, 
I  am  surprised  that  an  order  of  like  nature  has 
not  been  introduced  before.  I  shall  certainly 
favor  the  passage  of  this  order.  I  shall 
not  favor  it,  however,  in  any  spirit  of 
captious  opposition  to  other  measures.  I 
shall  not  favo/  it  for  the  purpose  of  voting 
against  another,  order,  and  I  shall  not  be  in  fa- 
vor of  offering  threats  to  the  other  side  that  if 
they  do  not  vote  for  it  there  is  a  certain  course 
in  regard  to  another  order  that  we  will  pursue, 
different  from  what  we  should  otherwise  pur- 
sue, I  shall  vote  on  every  order  that  comes  up 
in  this  Council,  independently,  on  its  merits 
and  as  it  stands,  without  reference  to  what  is 
done  with  regard  to  one  order  or  another  order. 
If  I  believe  that  an  order  is  right.  I  shall  vote 
for  it,  and  if  every  member  of  this  Council 
votes  against  an  order  I  believe  to  be  right,  or 
in  favor  of  an  order  I  believe  to  be  wrong,  it  will 
not  change  my  position.  I  certainly  believe 
this  order  to  be  thoroughly  right.  We  should 
have  this  information.  I  am  sorry  that  the  or- 
der was  not  drawn  in  the  first  instance  to  cover 
the  whole  ground.  I  fear,  as  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  lias  pointed  OHt  to  us,  that 
the  order  does  not  cover  sufficient  ground, 
and  at  the  proper  time  1  shall  propose  to 
amend  it,  by  striking  out  the  words  "  for 
which  he  requests,"  and  substitute  there- 
fore the  words,  "  which  have  rendered 
necessary,"  and  add,  after  the  word  "bills" 
the  words  "  both  paid  and  unpaid,"  so  that 
all  the  biils  which  have  rendered  necessary  this 
additional  appropriation  may  be  placed  before 
this  Council,  and  I  wish  it  were  so  that  any  de- 
partment in  entering  upon  the  financial  year, 
might  feel  that  if  they  came  to  the  City  Council 
of  Boston  calling  for  more  money  they  would  be 
asked  to  furnish  an  itemized  statement  of  e\  ery 
bill  they  had  spent  the  money  appropriated  for, 
I  believe  'hat  would  be  in  ti  e  interests  of  econ- 
omy, in  the  mangement  of  the  cit>  of  Boston's 
affairs.  If  eve  i  v  department  knew  that  it  must 
either  run  its  affairs  within  the  money  appropri- 
ated at  the  beginning  o'  the  year,  or  else  come 
to  the  City  Council  and  show  what  the  moi  ey 
appropriated  had  been  spei  t  for,  we  should 
have  real,  instead  of  pretended  economy,  at 
City  Hall.  I  trust  that  this  order  will  be  passed. 
I  am  surprised  that  there  should  be  opposition 
tri  it.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  appropr  ate  every 
dollar  of  money  necessary  to  give  the  citizens 
of  Boston  full  and  thorough  information  as  to 
the  transactions  at  City  Hall  and  as  10  the  ex- 
penditures of  pub!  ic  money.  I  believe  that  pa- 
pei  and  piinter's  ink  are  cheap,  and  the  more 
publicity  we  can  give  to  matters  connected  with 
the  expenditure  of  the  p  blic  money  the  better 
it  will  be  for  ti  e  taxpayers,  and  it  will  be  in  the 
interests  of  good  government  for  the  city  of 
Boston. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— I  thought  the  time  to  talk 
politics  was  before  election,  therefore  1  '  ardly 
think  there  are  any  politics  connected  with  the 
order  as  offered  by  Mr.  Morison  from  Ward  9. 
I  think  that  if  one  of  the  minority  cannot  come 
in  this  chamber  with  an  order  worded  as  i\  r, 
Morison 's  oder  wa1-  winded  and  receive  infor- 
mation in  regard  to  bills  amounting  to  $465,  in 
Document  170,  and  $2668,  in  Document  169,  tha 
things  have  c  me  to  a  pretty  pa=s.  It  is  righ 
for  this  C<  unci),  if  tbey  so  desire,  to  know  what 
tbose  bills  are  for  I  think  I  can  say,  probably 
wlat  must  Republicans  can  say,  *  that  I 
have  been  conscientious  in  my  votes  during 
the  yeai.  That  I  have  always  stood  up 
for  schoolhouses,  sewers,  the  Paving  De- 
partment or  anything  that  will  give  the  la- 
borers employment,  and  I  am  willing  to  say, 
with  the  would-be  alderman,  as  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  classes  him,  that  I  ain  not  willing 
to  and  shall  not  vote  for  appropriations  unless 
this  little  order  from  one  of  the  minority  mem- 


bers of  this  Council  is  agreed  upon  and  passed 
I  think  if  there  is  anything  unfair,  it  is  unfair 
for  the  Democratic  members  of  this  Council  not 
to  allow  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  to  receive 
the  information  he  so  desires,  and  that  probably 
other  members  of  this  Council  desire.  I  think 
it  is  unfair  that  the  Democratic  members  of 
this  Council  should  refuse  to  give  information 
such  as  the  order  calls  for,  While  I  am  up,  I 
will  say  I  do  not  believe  in  the  amendment  as 
offered  by  the  gentlemen  from  Ward  10.  It  is 
sufficient  that  we  get  the  itemized  bills  for  this 
entire  amount,  which  is  now  put  in  in  a  lump 
sum  of  about  $3200. 

Mr.  Leary— I  would  like,  for  information,  to 
hear  that  order  read. 

The  clerk  read  the  order. 

Mr.  Leary— I  couldn't,  until  this  time,  under- 
stand just  what  the  intent  of  the  order  was.  I 
supposed  Mr.  Morison  had  introduced  an  order 
asking  the  city  auditor  to  give  him  an  itemized 
account  of  the  Queen  Kapiolani  expenses.  That 
doesn't  seem  to  be  anything  of  the  kind.  It, 
seems  to  me  he  wants  to  know  the  items  of  ex- 
pense in  connection  with  the  money  the  auditor 
asks  for  now.  I  ain  willing  to  vote  for  that.  I 
carnot  see  anything  out  of  place  in  that  part  of 
it.  I  had  thought  from  the  debate  that  this  or- 
der was  intended  to  obtain  an  itemized  account 
of  the  expenses  of  the  Queen  I£apiolani  affair. 
As  there  has  been  some  talk  about  that,  1  wish 
to  say  that  I  was  a  member  of  that  committee, 
and  there  was  not  an  individual, — not  a  Repub- 
lican member  who  served  on  the  committee  but 
who  incurred  as  much  expense  as  I  did.  I  don't 
propose  to  enter  into  much  of  any  talk  upon 
that  part  of  it,  other  than  to  say  this,  that  I  was 
of  the  opinion  that  a  mistake  was  made.  I  be- 
lieve that  that  mistake  was  magnified  and  made 
as  much  of  during  the  wbole  year  as  it  possibly 
could  be.  and  I  think  the  best  policy  is  to  let  tne 
matter  drop.  There  are  itemized  bills  enough; 
as  the  gentleman  from  AVard  7  has  said,  the 
flower  bills  are  given  in  bulk,  and  thei  e  can  be 
no  question  about  any  of  the  bills.  I  hope  we 
will  let  that  affair  drop.  I  want  to  say  a  word  in 
reg#d  to  what  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1  said 
in  regard  to  sewers.  I  have  been  trying  to 
the  best  of  my  ability,  which,  I  admit,  of  course, 
is  poor,  to  convince  the  Council  that  there  was 
urgent  necessity  tor  more  money  in  the  Sewer 
Department,  on  account  of  tlie  numerous  re- 
quests for  sewers  in  various  parts  of  the  city- 
more  particularly  in  Dorchester,  where  men  are 
paying  a  large  amount  of  taxes  for  property 
from  which  they  can  obtain  no  money  unless 
sewers  are  put  in.  Some  of  the  members  who 
opposed  it  assumed  as  a  reason  for  voting  against 
it  that  it  was  just  before  election,  and  that  many 
men  might  be  engaged  in  work,  thereby  putting 
some  money  into  the  pockets  of  poor  families 
that  needed  it,  and  who  might,  possibl /,  after 
that  have  voted  the  Democratic  ticket.  That  is 
the  reason  they  didn't  support  the  measure. 
They  lost  sight  of  the  fact  that  other  sections  of 
the  city  needed  money  for  sewers  as  well  as  East 
Boston,  and  I  took  what  I  considered  a  manly 
stand  after  we  had  voted  to  give  these  people 
$600.  After  we  had  passed  that  vote  the  gentle- 
man told  us  that  the  rest  of  us  could  go  and  look 
out  for  ourselves.  That  is  what  he  said  after 
the  generosity  of  the  Council  in  giving  East 
Boston  $600.  He  said :  You  can  go  and  look  . 
after  your  own  part."  I  thought  that  an  un- 
manly stand  was  taken  by  the  gentleman.  I 
will  vote  for  this  order  which  has  been  put 
in,  as  I  understand  that  it  is  an  order  to 
find  out  what  the  items  are  in  these  bills 
which  remain  unpaid.  I  understand  it  in  that 
way. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  desire  to  say  one  word  in 
answer  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  7.  I  am  glad  that  he  admits  that  he 
doesn't  follow  the  advice  of  Davy  Crockett,  and 
be  sure  he  is  right  then  go  ahead,  because  he 
has  admitted  that  he  has  done  wrong  in  the  past. 
I  sympathize  with  him ;  I  may  nave  done  wrong 
in  the  past  myself,  but  I  am  quite  sure  in  this 
case,  when  you  come  to  look  at  the  facts,  that 
I  did  right,  Mr.  Morrison  introduced  an  order 
here  asking  for  an  itemized  statement  of  those 
bills  in  regard  to  which  documents  were  sent 
in  here,  and  for  which  a  transfer  is  to  be 
provided  in  order  to  settle  them.  Mr.  Morison 
asked  that  those  bills,  for  which  money  was  to 
be  appropriated  or  transferred,  should  be  item- 
ized. The  gentleman  from  Ward  7  opposed  that 
request,  and  if  the  citizens  of  Boston  could  have 
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been  looking  at  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  and. 
have  seen  with  what  great  urgency  he  brought 
his  Democratic  brethren  into  this  Council  and 
got  them  to  change  their  votes  and  whipped 
them  around  here,  and  what  a  smile  of  triumph 
rested  upon  his  countenance  when  he  succeeded 
in  killing  Mr.  Morison's  order  by  a  vote  or 
two — 

Mr.  Leart— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I  would 
make  a  correction.  The  gentleman  from  Ward 
7 never  brought  me  around.  I  consider  myself 
a  Democratic  member,  and  he  didn't  bring  me 
around,  and  it  is  the  way  witn  a  good  many 
others. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  believe  I  have  the  floor.  I 
meant  to  say  that  I  thought  the  conduct  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  7  would  justify  anyone  in 
supposing  that  there  were  some  items  in  this 
bill  which  are  unpaid,  but  for  which  he  has 
asked  us  to  transfer  money  to  pay,  and  .which 
he  did  not  wish  to  see  the  light  of  day.  Now  it 
was  in  view  of  these  facts — in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  transfer  asked  for  was  directly  con- 
nected with  the  payment  of  these  bills  in  re- 
gard to  which  the  items  were  requested ;  that  I 
said  I  did  not  believe  the  Republican  members 
would  vote,  and  I  certainly  would  not  vote  to 
transfer  money  for  bills  which  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  was  ashamed  to  have  shown  up. 
Now  it  may,be.that  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
7  misunderstood  the  purport  of  the  order  intro- 
duced by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9.  If  so,  I 
was  mistaken.  But  I  believe  I  can  leave  it  to 
the  opinion  of  the  members  of  the  Common 
Council,  Republican  and  Democratic,  if  his  con- 
duct, the  words  of  the  order,  the  words  of  the 
transfer,  would  not  all  in  the  light  of  circum- 
stances, justify  the  interpretation  I  put  upon 
them.  Now  one  word  further  I  desire  to  say  as 
to  the  political  view  of  this  question.  I  do  not 
believe  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  introduced 
it  from  political  motives;  I  do  not  think  there 
is  a  gentleman  here  on  the  Republican  side  who 
voted  for  it  from  political  motives.  I  know  I 
did  not ;  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  politics  in 
it.  I  do  not  see  the  opening  of  the  campaign  in 
it.  I  do  not  recognize  it  as  such,  but  I  thdught 
the  order  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  was 
very  proper,  that  it  there  were  any  bills  there 
which  were  not  itemized  and  that  we  were 
required  to  transfer  money  to  pay,  we  should 
have  an  itemized  statement  of  those  bills, 
and  standing  here  and  looking  back  on 
those  remarks  that  have  been  made  this  even- 
ing I  can  repeat,  and  I  think  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  will  agree  with  me,  when  he  comes 
to  look  at  it,  that  my  remarks  were  justified  to 
the  fullest  extent,  and  I  do  not  believe  he,  were 
he  a  member  of  the  minority,  would  ever  vote 
to  transfer  money  to  pay  bills  which  the  leader 
of  the  majority  had  said  by  his  talk,  though  not 
in  terms  implied,  were  never  to  see  the  light  of 
day.  I  do  not  believe,  if  he  were  in  my  position, 
he  would  have  acted  different.  Now  I  trust, 
inasmuch  as  there  is  no  politics  in  this  matter, 
and  inasmuch  as  the  request  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  9  is  very  reasonable,  only  to  get  an 
itemized  statement  of  those  bills  which  are  un- 
paid in  the  city  auditor's  office,  for  which  we 
are  required  to  make  a  transfer,  there  being  no 
politics  in  it,  I  earnestly  hope  the  Democrats  of 
the  Council  will  get  that  light  which  will  lead 
them  to  vote  not  to  transfer  this  matter  to  the 
Committee  on  Contingent  Expenses  and  pass  it 
tonight. 

Mr.  F.  Morison— The  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  has  seen,  witli  his  usual  acuteness,  the  object 
and  extent  of  the  order  which  I  introduced.  I 
introduced  it  as  one  of  a  series  of  efforts  I  have 
made  to  make  away  with  the  custom,  which  I 
think  is  "more  honored  in  the  breach  than  the 
observance,"  of  sending  in  a  number  of  bills 
without  any  items.  I  have  been  to  the  auditor's 
office  to  find  out  how  such  enormous  bills  have 
been  run  up.  I  have  myself  been  on  one  com- 
mittee for  entertaining  the  Philadelphia  gen- 
tlemen when  they  came  on  here,  where  the  bills 
were  very  large,  and  I  was  very  much  surprised 
at  it.  I  found  certain  bills  which  exnlained 
themselves;  there  were  others  which  did  not, 
and  it  seems  to  me  there  is  a  system — I  do  not 
accuse  any  party.it  may  have  been  of  longstand- 
ing ;  it  may  have  been  in  existence  when  the 
Republicans  were  in  the  majority  in  this  cham- 
ber ;  I  don't  know  whether  it  was  or  not— which 
I  propose  to  do  all  that  in  my  power  lies  to  put 
an  end  to.  It  is  the  system  of  sending  in  these 
bills  without  any  items  at  all.    The  Kapiolani 


bills  are  past  history ;  no  copy  of  those  would 
furnish  us  with  any  items,  except  this  flower 
bill,  which  has  been  itemized  since  it  was  first 
put  in  and  since  I  inspected  it.  I  do  not  wish 
any  further  bills  to  be  sent  in  without  items. 
It  seemed  to  me  that  there  was  a  small  appro- 
priation asked  for  in  one  of  these  documents  of 
8:2600,  and  in  another  of  $400,  amounting  in  all  to 
about  $3000,  to  be  transferred  to  the  contingent 
fund,  and  I  suppose  these  bills  most  y  cover 
refreshments.  I  thought  it  was  a  good  time  to 
have  the  Council  say  that  those  bills  should 
be  itemized.  Early  in  the  year  I  introduced  an 
order  that  no  chairman  of  a  committee  should 
approve  any  bills  that  were  not  fully  authorized. 
That  order  was  referred  by  my  consent,  and  I 
don't  know  but  it  was  by  my  own  motion— some 
one  suggested  it  who  knew  more  about  the  pro- 
ceedings here  than  I  did— to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee. There  it  has  remained  buried.  We  have 
heard  nothing  of  it  from  'hat  day  to  this,  and  I 
see  by  the  smiles  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  that  we  will  not  know  anything  about  it.  This 
may  be  their  method  of  answering  such  orders — 
by  their  silence.  I  think  1  will  be  wise  enough, 
the  next  time  I  refer  a  matter  to  that  committee, 
to  have  it  reported. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  am  surprised  to  hear  the 
gentleman  on  my  left  refer  to  a  bill  of  his  which 
was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee  and 
was  not  reported  on,  because  I  would  say  that 
we  had  a  meeting  of  the  Judiciary  Committee 
today,  and  my  colleagues  here  on  the  commit- 
tee will  bear  me  out  that  we  had  a  perfectly 
clean  slate  when  we  got  through,  there  being 
nothing  pigeon-holed  whatever ;  and  three  or- 
ders" that  were  left  there  are  to  be  reported  on 
tonight.  We  have  absolutely  no  papers  of  any 
kind  before  that  committee,  and  therefore  the 
smothering  of  that  unfortunate  bantling  must 
have  taken  place  early  in  the  season,  and  must 
have  been  with  the  consent  of  the  City  Council, 
because  we  must  have  made  a  report  disposing 
of  it.  I  think  the  gentleman  is  a  little  hasty  in 
pitching  into  that  committee  after  the  efficient 
way  in  which  it  has  kept  up  its  work  for  the  en- 
tire year.  Now  as  to  the  main  matter  of  this  or- 
der. It  seems  to  me  the  wording  of  the  order,  as 
I  pointed  out  when  I  had  the  floor  before,  does 
not  refer  to  $4000  already  expended  or  paid,  or 
to  the  $9500  already  expended  or  paid.  It  refers 
to  $3000  worth  of  bills  now  in  the  auditor's 
hands.  I  think,  sir.  that  it  would  seem  as 
though  there  must  have  been  a  difference  of 
opinion  both  on  the  part  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  7  and  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  as  to 
the  effect  of  the  order,  because  there  was  such  a 
tremendous  outbreak  of  feeling  all  around  on 
the  subject.  But  our  alderman  has  with- 
drawn the  imputation,  and  says  there  is  no 
politics  in  it,  and  on  that  statement  I  am 
ready  to  say  now,  as  I  did  before,  and  as 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  13  said,  that  this 
order,  on  the  face  of  it,  as  we  understand 
it,  only  asks  for  an  itemized  statement  of  the 
unpaid  bills  in  the  auditor'rs  office.  I  think  it 
would  be  the  height  of  folly  for  the  Democratic 
members  to  take  any  ground  to  refuse  the  show- 
ing of  those  unpaid  bills.  1  for  one  intend  to 
vote  for  the  measure  for  that  reason.  I  hope  in 
the  same  way  that  the  Republicans  of  this  Coun- 
cil will  see  the  propriety  of  providing  means  of 
paying  the  bills,  which  the  city  of  Boston  is 
bound  to  pay,  and  will  pay  sooner  or  later.  The 
city  cannot  avoid  paying  them  and  it  will  be 
done.  The  explanation  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  puts  me  in  mind  of  a  little  story  I  read  a 
few  days  ago,  which  pleased  me  very  much. 
There  was  a  gentleman  who  had  been  courting 
a  young  lady  for  a  long  time  and  who  was 
very  jealous,  \fe  will  say,  of  a  few  things, 
and  he  said  to  her  a  great  many  times, 
"Susan,  I  want  to  know  if  I  am  your 
first  love?"  She  finally  got  mad  and  said. 
"Jack,  if  I  am  your  first  love  you  are 
mine,  and  if  I  aint  you  aint."  Now,  in  the  same 
way  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  attacked  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  7  in  regard  to  the  Kapio- 
lani affair,  and  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7 
throws  back  the  imputations  and  defining  his 
position;  both  of  them  then  said,  there  is  no 
politics  in  it,  and  if  he  is  the  first  love,  so  is  the 
other.  I  think  we  may  as  well  let  the  matter 
drop  here  as  there  is  no  politics  as  it  seems  to 
me  in  the  order,  and  I  hope  we  will  not  refer  it, 
but  that  it  will  be  passed,  and  after  that  I  hope 
we  will  pass  the  order  for  the  transfer,  not  as  a 
matter  of  trade  and   dicker,   but  because  it 
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seems  to  both  sides  in  the  Common  Council  that 
that  is  the  most  proper  and  dignified  way  of 
getting  out  of  the  present  difficulty. 

Mr.  F.  Morison— If  I  may  he  allowed  to  make 
an  explanation,  I  would  say  I  was  in  error  when 
I  said  that  order  had  been  referred  to  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee.  It  was  to  the  Committee 
on  Joint  Rules  and  Orders. 

Mr.  Whall- Mr.  President. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege. 

Mr.  Whall— I  have  the  floor  and  the  gentle- 
man cannot  take  it,  even  on  a  question  of  priv- 
ilege. I  will  give  the  floor  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  9,  but  I  wish  him  to  know  that  I  am 
giving  him  the  floor  as  a  matter  of  courtesy  and 
not  as  a  matter  of  right. 

Mr.  Wilson— The  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
has  referred  to  some  of  my  remarks  as  being  un- 
complimentary to  the  Kapiolani  junket.  For 
the  sake  of  keeping  the  record  straight,  I  will 
say  that  I  have  not  referred  to  the  Kapiolani 
junket,  or  any  junket,  or  anything  of  the  kind, 
in  any  way,  shape  or  manner,  and  have  not  con- 
nected the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  with  the 
junket.  I  want  it  understood  that  I  have  not 
dug  up  old  chestnuts. 

Mr.  Whall — I  believe  now  we  are  all  agreed 
upon  one  thing,  and  that  is,  that  we  will  pass 
the  order.  I  don't  intend  to  offer  the  slightest 
opposition  to  the  passage  of  the  order,  but  in 
taking  the  position  1  now  take  I  desire  the  gen- 
tlemen who  are  opposed  to  me  politically  to 
know  that  I  take  it  not  because  of  any  threat 
whichlhas  been  hurled  out  by  the  gentleman  who 
is  so  soon  to  illumine  and  and  adorn  the  Board 
of  Al  dermen,  but  because  I  believe  that  the  chief 
justice  from  Ward  12  has  looked  upon  this  rdatter 
in  a  way  probably  more  judicious  than  the  way  in 
which  I  looked  upon  it.  I  felt  hurt  on  account 
of  some  allusions  that  were  made.  I  am  leaving 
the  city  government.  I  have  tried  to  be  honest 
and  decent ;  as  I  said  before,  I  may  have  made 
mistakes  of  judgment— I  am  not  infallible — and 
if  I  have  made  mistakes  of  judgment  probably 
if,  in  the  f uture,  a  constituency  which  doesn't 
know  me  very  well  may  send  me  to  the  councils 
of  the  State,  my  experience  here  will  prevent 
me  from  making  such  mistakes.  The  about-to- 
be  alderman  has  said  that  this  is  not  a  political 
measure.  My  opposition  came  from  the  fact 
that  I  thought  it  was  a  political  measure,  be- 
cause when  the  first  opposition  to  this  order 
was  made  immediately  the  announcement 
was  given  to  me  that  not  a  Republi- 
can would  vote  for  our  transfers,  and 
I  thought  to  myself,  "If  the  Republicans 
will  not  vote  for  our  transfers,  because  we  are 
defeating  this,  then  the  Republicans,  as  Re- 
publicans, are  interested  in  the  passage  of  this 
order."  Everybody  who  knows  me  knows  while 
connected  with  the  government,  knows  me  as 
a  consistent  Democrat.  I  have  wasted  some 
time,  bat  I  have  never  wasted  any  skinning  Re- 
publican skunks.  I  do  not  pull  Republican 
chestnuts  out  of  the  fire,  and  if  I  think  any- 
thing is  being  done  as  a  Republican  party  meas- 
ure, instanter,  as  a  Democrat,  I  say,  pause.  I 
think  we  have  had  all  the  explanations  we  need. 
I  think  we  are  all  agreed,  Democrats  and  Re- 
publicans, that  this  order  should  pass.  I  would 
oppose  it  still  further  but  for  the  insinuation 
that  has  been  made  in  debate  that  there  are 
items  in  these  hills  that  I  sought  to  cover  up. 
As  soon  as  that  allegation  was  made,  I  made 
up  my  mind  that  I  would  vote  for  this  meas- 
ure, even  though  I  were  pulling  Republican 
chestnuts  out  of  the  fire,  because  Democracy  is 
very  dear  to  me,  but  my  own  name  is  a  great 
deal  dearer.  I  think  now  we  have  had  all  the 
debate  on  this  we  desire,  and  I  move  debate  now 
close. 

It  was  voted  to  close  debate. 

Mr.  Whall— I  withdraw  the  motion  to  refer. 

Mr.  Wilson — I  withdraw  the  motion  to  rescind 
the  vote  by  which  the  main  question  was  ordered 

The  President— The  question  is  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order. 

Mr.  Ladd— As  I  understand,  there  is  now  an 
opportunity  to  amend  this  order. 

The  President— No  debate  is  in  order. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  understood  the  motion  before  the 
house  was  to  refer  to  a  committee,  and  upon 
that  question  debate  was  closed.  Then,  Mr. 
President,  after  that  motion  was  withdrawn  the 
question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  original 
order.  Certainly  after  the  motion  to  refer  was 
withdrawn  there  would  be  time  for  further  de- 
bate on  the  passage  of  the  order. 


The  President— The  Chair  understood  Mr. 
Whall  to  withdraw  the  motion  to  refer  and  to 
move  that  debate  now  close.  The  Chair  declared 
it  carried  and  the  question  came  on  the  passage 
cf  the  order. 

Mr.  Ladd— Allow  me  to  remind  the  Chair  that 
the  action  was  the  reverse. 

Mr.  Leary— I  raise  the  point  of  order,  that 
the  Chair  has  declared  the  debate  closed,  and 
the  only  remedy  left  for  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  10  is  to  appeal. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  think  the  stenographer's  notes 
will  show  that  I  am  correct,  and  that  the  gen- 
tleman movedHo  close  debate  upon  the  motion 
to  refer,  and  not  upon  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  desire  to  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  after  the  debate  was  closed  it  was 
in  the  power  of  the  gentleman  to  withdraw  the 
motion,  but  that  he  could  not  make  a  new  mo- 
tion any  more  than  can  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  10.  But  no  objection  being  made  the  gen- 
tleman could  withdraw  the  motion  to  refer.  He 
could  not  have  done  it  if  anybody  had  objected, 
and  nobody  objecting,  it  was  in  order  to  with- 
draw it,  or  the  question  would  otherwise  hav  e 
been  put  to  refer  it  to  a  committee  on  the  gen- 
tleman's own  statement,  which  he  has  made, 
which  may  or  may  not  be  correct:  the  exact  or- 
der in  which  it  took  place  would  not  benefit 
him  at  all.  Under  his  statement  of  facts  the 
action  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  would  not 
be  improper ;  but  any  amendment  now  would 
be  entirely  contrary  to  our  rules. 

Mr.  Ladd— Can  an  amendment  be  offered  at 
this  time? 

The  President — No  amendment  can  be  of- 
fered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered. 

The  order  was  passed  ;  yeas  50,  nay  1: 

Yeas— Barry,  Blume,  Bowman.  Burr,  Carroll, 
Chamberlain,  Cochran,  Coleman,  Connolly, 
Coyle,  Davern,  Duggan,  Fisher.  Fottler.  Fow- 
ler, Frost. J.Gallagher,  Gomez,  Haggerty.Hayes, 
Keliher,  Ladd,  Lattimore.  Leary.  Light,  Mc- 
Enaney,  McKenna,  McNary,  F.  Morison,  F.  R. 
Morrison.  J.  J.  Murphy,  O'Mealey,  Perkins, 
Perry,  C.  C.  Powers,  E.  J.  Powers,  Richards, 
Sanger,  Shaw,  Short,  Snow.  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H. 
Sullivan.  Teevens.  Thayer,  Tracy,  Tuttle,  Web- 
ster, Whall,  Whitmore— 50 

Nays— R.  Sullivan— 1. 

Absent  or  not  voting — At  wood,  Carstensen, 
Clark,  Desmond,  Dewey.  Dolan,  Dunn,  Foss.  P. 
J.  Gallagher,  Harrington,  Kelley,  Kennedy, 
Lauten,  Mahoney,  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy, 
Norton,  Nunan,  Reilly,    Sundberg,  Wilson— 21. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail 

Mr.  Ladd— I  trust  the  reconsideration  will 
prevail,  because  if  it  does  I  shall  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  offer  an  amendment  to  the  order.  As 
the  order  stands  at  present  it  means  nothing. 
I  do  not  mean  to  bring  into  this  order  any  poli- 
tics whatever.  But  as  the  order  stands  at  pres- 
ert,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  first  dis- 
covered, and  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  has 
learned,  it  means  absolutely  nothing.  We  must 
have  an  itemized  bill  of  all  these  expenditures, 
or  the  order  amounts  to  nothing.  More  than 
that,  it  may  be  of  doubtful  expediency  whether 
we  should  itemize  the  bills  still  unpaid  in  the 
auditor's  office.  It  seems  to  me  it  would  be  bet- 
ter to  itemize  the  bills  that  have  been  paid,  and 
about  which  there  is  some  question.  There  is 
no  question  about  those  S3000  for  bills  that 
are  unpaid.  It  is  about  the  bills  that  have 
been  paid ;  we  want  to  know  something  about 
them.  I  have  supported  this  order  in  the  hope 
that  we  should  learn  something  about  those 
bills.  I  should  move  to  amend  so  that  the  audi- 
tor will  send  copies  of  all  bills  paid  and  unpaid 
for  the  sums  which  render  necessary  the  addi- 
tional appropriation  for  incidental  expenses  and 
for  the  contingent  fund  of  joint  committees. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider. 

Mr.  Whitmork— I  hope  the  Council  will  not 
consent  to  give  the  gentleman  anothor  opportu- 
nity to  stir  up  this  matter  under  the  pretense  of 
an  amendment,  because  if  there  is  to  be  a  recon- 
sideration and  if  amendments  are  to  be  offered, 
I  shall  call  upon  the  Chair  to  rule  out  the 
amendment  as  not  germane  to  the  matter  in 
hand,  and  there  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  in  my 
mind  that  you  would  be  obliged  to  so  rule,  be- 
cause it  does  not  refer  to  the  subject  matter.  It 
might  be  brought  in  as  another  order  hereafter, 
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but  it  is  not  germane  to  the  subject  matter  of 
the  original  order.  There  is  no  auestion  about 
it.  Therefore  I  trust  the  Council  will  not  waste 
any  time  in  consenting  to  reconsider  so  as  to  al- 
low the  gentleman  to  buck  his  head  against  a 
wall  again ;  and  upon  the  motion  to  reconsider 
I  move  the  main  question. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  am  willing  that  my  record  shall 
be  put  against'  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  for  bucking  against  a  brick  wall  or  any  other 
kind  of  a  w(h)all.  I  think  the  gentleman  is  en- 
tirely wrong.  My  amendment  will  simply 
change  a  few  words,  and  is  entirely  in  the  line 
of  the  original  order. 

Mr.  F.  Morison— I  hope  the  reconsideration 
will  not  prevail,  because  I  know  from  personal 
inspection  that  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  10  will  not  get  any  item- 
ized bills  in  regard  to  the  Kapiolani  reception. 
That  is  past  history.  It  is  no  use  going  into  that 
matter  this  way.  Those  bills  are  on  tile,  and  if 
brought  into  this  Council,  they  will  simply  raise 
a  great  deal  of  talk,  without  getting  any  fur- 
ther information  about  them.  I  hope  the  re- 
consideration will  not  prevail,  because  I  pro- 
pose to  get  future  bills  itemized.  Those  that 
have  not  been  itemized  in  the  past,  cannot  now 
be,  and  we  have  no  power  to  make  them. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  would  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  whether  or  not  the  unpaid  bills  now  in 
the  auditor's  office  are  not  equally  accessible 
with  those  that  are  paid? 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I 
do  not  wish  to  be  discourteous,  but  certainly 
that  has  got  nothing  to  do  with  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  merely  asked  for  information.  If 
I  cannot  get  it  I  am  satisfied. 

Mr  Morison— I  have  not  inspected  the  unpaid 
bills  that  are  in  the  auditor's  office.  I  propose 
to  do  so  when  we  get  the  copies  here. 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

The  reconsideration  was  refused.    Sent  up. 

STONY   BROOK. 

Mr.  Short  called  up  past  assignment  No.  19, 
viz. :  * 

Order  requesting  the  mayor  to  ask  the  super- 
intendent of  sewers  to  have  all  the  labor  em- 
ployed in  the  construction  of  Stony  brook,  dur- 
ing the  winter,  engaged  by  the  day. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  some  information  in 
regard  to  this  order.  If  it  is  proposed  to  pay 
these  laborers  by  the  day  in  the  winter  because 
the  days  are  short,  and  to  employ  them  by  the 
hour  in  summer  because  the  days  are  long,  I 
think  it  an  unwise  thing  for  the  interest  of  the 
city  of  Boston. 

Mr  Short— The  order  was  not  introduced  to 
pay  them  a  certain  sum  because  the  days  are 
long  or  short.  It  is  merely  a  protection  against 
any  unfairness  on  the  part  of  contractors,  if 
the  work  is  given  out  properly,  it  should  be 
given  to  those  employees  of  the  Sewer  Depart- 
ment who  are  engaged  by  the  day.  It  does  not 
discriminate  in  favor  of  the  employees,  because 
the  days  are  long  or  short,  bat  it  is  to  give  pre- 
ference to  the  laborors  of  that  department,  in- 
stead of  giving  preference  to  contractors. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall,  it  was  voted  to  close 
debate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

The  order  was  passed ;  yeas  38.  nays  16: 

Yeas— Barry,  Bowman.  Carroll,  Chamberlain. 
Cochran,  Coleman,  Coyle,  Davern.  .Desmond, 
Duggan.  Fisher,  Foss.  •>.  Gallagher,  Gomez, 
Haggerty.  Harrington,  Hayes,  Kelliher,  Learv, 
McEnaney,  McKenna.  McNary.  .J.J.  Murphy.  W. 
H.  Murphy,  Nunan,  O'Mealey,  Perry,  E  J.  Pow- 
ers, Shaw.  Short,  R.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan. 
Teevens,  Tracy,  Tuttle,  Webster,  Whall,  Whit- 
more—38. 

Nays— Blume.  Burr,  Fottler.  Frost.  Ladd,  Lat- 
timore,  Light.  F.  Morison,  F.  B.  Morrison,  Per- 
kins, C.  C.  Powers,  Sanger,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan, 
Thayer,  Wilson— 16. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Atwood,  Carstensen, 
Clark,  Connolly,  Dewey,  Dolan,  Dunn,  Fowler, 
P.  J.  Gallagher,  Kelley,  Kennedy,  Lauten,  Ma- 
honey,  J.  Murphy,  INorton,  Reilly,  Richards, 
Sundberg— 16. 

Mr.  Short  moved  to  reconsider;  lost.  Sent 
up. 

SUNDRY  TRANSFERS — RESUMED. 

By  direction  of  the  president  the  orders  for 
sundry  transfers  of  appropriation  were  taken  up 
and  considered. 


It  was  voted  to  suspend  the  rule  so  that  all  the 
orders  might  be  acted  on  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  that  the  vote  be  taken 
upon  all  together. 

Mr.  Ladd  objected. 

The  question  first  came  on  the  two  orders  for 
transfers  from  the  Blossom-street  schoolhouse 
and  the  Gaston  schoolhouse  and  from  the 
building  for  outpatients  to  the  schoolhouse  on 
Armandine  street. 

Mr.  Ladd  objected  to  taking  the  two  orders 
up  together  and  the  first  order  was  read  a 
second  time  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Ladd— 1  certainly  shall  have  to  vote 
against  this  order.  I  believe  that  our  incident- 
alexpenses  have  been  unduly  drawn  upon  this 
year.  I  believe  the  grossest  extravagance  has 
been  practiced  in  regard  to  these  expenditures, 
that  cannot  be  justified  in  many  instances,  and 
to  take  this  increase  from  an  appropriation  for 
the  building  for  out  patients  at  the  City  Hos- 
pital to  make  up  the  fund  that  has  been  so  ex- 
travagantly expended,  I  never  can  vote  for  it. 
If  there  is  any  one  thing  in  the  city  of  Boston 
that  has  called  for  immediate  attention  it  is 
the  building  for  out-patients  at  the  City  Hos- 
pital, and  I  will  never  give  my  consent  that  a 
dollar  of  that  money  shall  be  taken,  because  I 
doubt  the  ability  of  the  friends  of  the  hospital  to 
obtain  the  necessery  money  to  build  those  build- 
ings if  this  money  is  taken  from  them  at  the  pre, 
sent  time.  I  will  not  with  my  consent  see  the  poor- 
suffering,  diseased,  maimed,  unfortunate  citi- 
zens of  Boston  suffer  for  the  purpose  of  provid- 
ing funds  for  junkets  for  Kapiolani  receptions, 
or  for  any  other  extravagance  which  has  been 
practiced  in  the  past  by  the  members  of  the  city 
government  of  Boston.  I  say  that  of  all  the  ap- 
propriations that  have  been  made,  let  us  not 
take  a  single  dollar  from  the  appropriation  for 
building  for  out-patients  at  the  City  Hospital. 
Let  us  cling  to  that. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  As 
I  understand  the  order  which  I  hold  in  my  hand 
is  the  one  which  is  being  considered,  and  I  ask 
that  it  be  read  again,  because  the  gentleman's 
remarks  do  not  apply  in  the  slightest  degree. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  call  for  the  reading  of  the  order, 
because  if  I  am  wrong  I  wish  to  be  corrected. 

The  Clerk  read  the  orders  in  regard  to  the 
Blossom-street  and  Armandine-street  school- 
houses. 

Mr.  Ladd— It  seems  that  I  was  right,  and  that 
this  order  calls  for  a  transfer  from  the  appropri- 
ation for  building  for  out-patients  at  the  City 
Hospital.  I  was  referring  to  the  first  on  my 
list  as  I  took  copies  of  the  orders  as  tbev  were 
handed  to  me  by  the  clerk,  and  therefore  my 
error  arose.  But,  my  remarks  are  certainly  per- 
tinent, because  the  transfer  of  $1000  from  the 
building  for  out-pal  ients  is  included  in  this  order 

Mr.  Whall — Probably  a  word  of  explanation 
in  regard  to  the  causes  which  induced  the 
Finance  Committee  to  make  this  report  may  be 
timely.  Members  of  the  Council  will  remember 
that  early  in  the  year  the  Gaston  Schoolhouse 
was  visited  by  fire,  and  that  we  instructed  the 
superintendent  of  public  buildings  to  repair 
that  building.  That  made  a  hole  in  his  appro- 
priation of  some  810,000  or  $11,000.  The  transfer 
from  the  Blossom-street  Schoolhouse  is  to  make 
good  the  money  spent  for  the  Gaston  school- 
house.  There  is  no  objection,  I  presume,  to 
making  that  transfer  because  the  work  is  done. 
The  money  is  there,  and  it  cannot  do  any  good 
unless  it  is  transferred. 

Mr.  Ladd — Does  the  gentleman  know  what 
the  total  balance  is? 

Mr.  Whall— It  is  indicated  there ;  $10,000  is 
the  balance,  I  believe.  If  there  is  any  ob- 
jection to  transferring  this  $1000  from  the  build- 
ing tor  out-patients,  I  don't  know  that  I  will  in- 
sist, as  chairman  of  the  committee,  on  having 
that  part  go  through.  But  I  think  we  are  mak- 
ing a  mistake  in  not  transferring  that  money. 
Nobody  feels  the  necessity  for  the  buiding  for 
out-patients  more  than  I  do.  But  at  present 
there  are  $19,000  in  that  appropriation.  The 
trustees  tell  us  they  need  $30,0u0  before  they  can 
move  a  peg.  Now  the  proposition  presented  to 
us  as  business  menis,  whether  we  snail  use  some 
part  of  this  $19,000  which  is  accessible,  and  which 
will  not  be  used  this  year,  or  will  we  let  the  ur- 
gent necessities  go  by  and  leave  the  $19,000 
there,  and  trust  to  the  next  government  to 
fill  up  the  amount  necessary  to  construct  the 
building?  I  believe  in  taking  this  sum 
from  this  fund,    in  order  to    meet  the   ur- 
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gent  necessities  of  the  government,  and  if 
next  year's  government  will  give  them  $16,000 
they  will  give  them  $20,000,  if  the  object  is  made 
manifest  to  them.  But  upon  that  point  I  do  not 
wish  to  delay.  But  upon  the  transfer  from  the 
Blossom-street  Schoolhouse  there  does  not  ap- 
pear to  be  the  slightest  objection  to  that.  The 
work  upon  the  Blossom-street  Schoolhouse  is 
completed.  That  money  we  'will  have  to  trans- 
fer somewhere.  "We  have  made  a  hole  in  the 
appropriation  for  schoolhouses,  public  buildings, 
by  ordering  $10,000  spent  in  repairs  on  the  Gas- 
ton Schoolhouse,  and  this  Blossom-street  School- 
house  balance  gives  us  a  chance  to  make  good 
the   other   appropriation.    I   will    myself   vote 

fainst  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
ard  10,  but  I  will  not  insist  upon  touching  the 
appropriation  for  out-patients. 

Mr.  Sa>t3er— I  am  very  glad  to  hear  the  gen- 
tleman say  that  he  will  not  insist  ur>on  the 
transfer  from  the  building  for  out-patients. 
We  all  know  the  condition  of  patients  there, 
and  everybody  will  recognize  the  necessity  for 
that  building.  It  seems  to  me  the  sum  appro- 
priated for  that  building  should  remain  there 
until  a  proper  additional  sum  can  be  appropri- 
ated. I  will  remind  the  gentleman  that  by  an 
amendment  which  has  been  adorjted.  there  re- 
mains $10,000  for  land  for  the  Hugh  O'Brien 
Schoolhouse  that  is  available  for  this  purpose. 
The  School  Committee  wish  more  land  there, 
and  undoubtedly  will,  some  time,  get  more  land 
for  that  purpose.  But  that  $10,000  is  not  needed 
at  the  present  time,  and  it  seems  to  me  the 
Commttee  on  Finance  might  well  consider  the 
advisability  of  making  it  available  for  this 
pun. 

Mr.  F.  R.  Morrison— I  hope  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  will  not  insist,  and  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  will  not  vote  in  favor  of 
transferring  any  money  from  the  appropriation 
for  building  for  out-patients  at  the  City  Hospi- 
tal. For  two  or  three  years  this  money  has  laid 
idle  for  want  of  money  to  complete  the  build- 
ing, bnt  I  hope  that  none  of  this  $10,000  will  be 
taken,  and  that  next  year  we  shall  get  enough 
to  complete  the  building. 

The  moti  ke   out    the   provision  to 

transfer  $10,000 from  the  building  for  out-pa- 
tients was  carried. 

The  order  as  amended  was  passed;  yeas  55, 
I 

■rry.   Bowman,   Burr    I  I  ham- 

berlain,   <  Jochran,   <  oleman.    t 
Davern.  Desmoi)      Duggan.l  itler, 

1 
Kennedy.  Lad  l 

ine\ ,    MeKenn 
R.  Morrison,  .1  '.     M 

!     -     livan, 

I     •  I  A  I, all. 

1 

\-  •.-••II. 

Clark.  Devi  .      i  ■  Dunn,  J.  i  r,  P.  J 

-her.   Kcliher.   Kelley.  Lauten 

Sundberg    16 

i    the 

order  transferr  •  propriation 

f«r  public  lands  to  the  appropriation  for  Hum- 
boldt a\  enue  extension. 
Mr.     Wn  th  it    in  ktter 

member  of  the 
i" n  Public  Lands  and  know  that  de- 
partment baa  ii"'    much    monei  for  Incidental 

-   I  should 
i:  f'.r  gome  in  formation. 
I  l'i  i  -lots  i    -The  I  "li.iir   wiiulil 

the  city  auditor  said  to  the  Finance  « Committee 
that  !  3  '        misaioners,  who 

said  they  had  in  ;li  t..  alio/. 

for  th 
Mr    \\  ii  fled. 

Ladd    i'-  . lew  "i  the  tact  that  then 
understanding  that  the    outpatient  approi 
ation  -hall  not   be  touched  by  then 

to  suspend  the  role  so  that  we  ma 

•  r. 

Mr.  Whi  i  em  an      fn  •  ■•!  to  do 

ii  at  .i   pre-,  ion  ii,.    mattei      No       i 

think  in   all    fan  ■  honld    object    t 

•  fa  inge. 

ri  i  -ii. i  -        i  paa- 

•  (  ti rder  pi  tor  the 

on 

.ays  6: 


Yeas — Barry,  Carroll,  Chamberlain.  Cochran. 
Coleman.  Connolly,  Coyle.  Davern.  Desmond. 
Duggan,  Fisher,  Foss,  Fottler,  Fowler.  Frost,  J. 
Gallagher,  Gomez,  Haggerty,  Harrington,  Hayes, 
J4.ennedy.  Ladd,  Lattimore,  Leary,  Light,  Mc- 
Enaney.  McKenna,  McNary,  J.  Murphy,  J.  J. 
Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Isunan,  O'Mealey,  Per- 
kins, Perrv,  C  C.  Powers,  E.  J.  Powers.  Shaw, 
Short.  Snow,  E.  Sullivan.  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sul- 
livan. Teevens.Thayer,  Tracy, Whall,  Whitmore. 
"Wilson— 49. 

Nays— Blume,  F.  Morison.  F.  R.  Morrison,  San- 
ger. Webster— 5. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Atwood,  Bowman,  Burr, 
Carstensen.  Clark,  Dewey,  Dolan.  Dunn,  P.  J. 
Gallagher,  Keliher,  Keiley.  Lauten,  Mahoney, 
Norton.  Reiliy.  Richards,  Sundberg,  Tuttle— 18. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider;  lost.  Sent 
up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W  hall  the  order  to  transfer 
$2000  from  the  building  for  outpatients  to  con- 
tingent fund,  joint  committees,  was  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  question  next  came  on  the  passage  of  the 
order  to  transfer  to  the  appropriation  for  inci- 
dental expenses,  and  Mr.  \V  ilson  moved  to 
amend,  by  adding  the  following: 

"Provided,  however.  That  the  city  auditor 
shall  audit  for  payment  no  bills  in  his  office 
which  are  now  unpaid,  and  which  are  charge- 
able to  contingent  fund,  joint  committees  and 
incidental  expenses,  until  an  itemized  state- 
ment of  such  bills  be  submitted  to  the  City 
Council." 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  I_ai>i>  moved  to  strike  out  from  the  order 
the  clause  providing  a  transfer  from  the  build- 
in-r  for  outpatients. 

Mr.  Whai.l— 1  sincerely  hope  that  amend- 
ment will  he  adopted. 

Mr.  Sa.nckr— Is  there  any  member  of  the  Fi- 
nance Committee  who  can  tell  us  the  reason 
for  including  the  whole  balance  of  the  reserved 
fond  as  shown  by  the  auditor's  exhibit,  which 
amounts  to  110,000.  and  leaving  nothing  m  that 
fund  for  the  rest  of  the  year ?  it  se.  ms  to  me 
we're  n.. i  properly  treating  the  next  city  gov- 
ernment, who  will  have  lour  months  in  «  Inch 
to  draw  from  the  reserved  fund,  in  which  there 

will  lie  no  funds  at  that  time. 

Mi    Wiivi.i     The  only  argument  in  favor  of 

making  this  transfer  that  1  can  offer  is  the  one 

that  may  in-  found  in  Document  169  ol  the  pres- 

i         m\  auditor  asks  for  116,000  ami 

we  .-ri\  a  him  only  sin.ooo. 

Mr     WH1TMORB— It    seems    to    me    that    there 

■  i  been  a   tacit  agreement   that  the    fund 
■  uts  shall  not    he  touched,  with  the 
order  in  its  present  ah  aid   bereferred 

hack  to  ti.  iiiiiice.  bee  tuse  we 

shall  have  one  more  i  nd  c\  en  H   it  is 

.1  until  next    rhursdaj  the  Board  of 
i  upon  ii  Saturda] . 
On    motion    ol    Mr.    Whitmore  the   order  as 
committed  to  the  Finance  Coin- 
Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to   reconsider; 

.      l  l:  |  •.  >1   1  |B      I  ttl  m      s  I   U       II    Bl  l<       l.t- 
DB  LEI    TO   r  \\  CKQ, 

Mi   i. ..mi/  offered  an  order    That  the  amotml 
1,000 be  ti.ui- 1.  1 1.  .1  from  the  appropriation 
i..i  inn  hi  iic  the  new  Public  Library  to  the  Pav- 
ing 1  tepai '  in.  ni 

■^l  >   i.  .mi/    I  move  a  suspensi t  the  rule, 

.i  in.  order  maj  be  acted  upon  tins  even- 

...I  neon  I  hat    I  call  lor  a  \ .  a  and  na\    \  ote. 
Mr.  WHITMORK     I    hope    the    rule    will  not    he 

tided,  i..  cause  l  am  Informed    ami  hai  e 

not  the  slightest  doubt,  that  this  same  mallei- 
was    brought    up    in    the     Hoard    of     Aldermen 

today,  an. I  killed,  The  Board  of  Vldermen  will 
ii.. i  do  it.  even  if  we  Bhould.  Nou  whether, 
technically,  it  can  he  brought  up  hen-  or  not.  it 
is  perfectly  evident  that  it  is  a  waste  of  time 
.  mpt  to  do  it  after  'he  Board  ••!  aJdermen 
i.iu  .  .1  io  do  it  l  berefore,  n  it  h  all  due  re- 
spect to  tin-   -.  ni  I.  in, in,   I  hope  W0  shall  not  gUS- 

pend  the  rule  I -hall  Bgn1  it,  because  I  don't 
think  it  la  a  proper  thins;  to  do,  Hut  it  Is  per- 
fectly useless  to  try  to  overrule  the  I'.. .aid  of 
Vldermen  at  this  stage,  when  we  are  within  ten 

ol  I  he  cud  of  on  r  official  lit' 
Mr    I'linsi      I  hope  the    rule    will    noi    I" 

pended,  for  1  think  this  is  a  very  Injudicious 
thing  to  do  I  .•  no  reason  why  we  should  take 
monei  from  the  appropriation  tor  the  new  libra- 
ry building  and  tran  pi  it  to  the  appropriation 
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for  paving.    I  hope  the  rule  will  not  be  sus- 
pended. 

Mr.  Least— I  hope  the  rule  will  not  be  sus- 
pended, because  I  am  firmly  of  tbe  opinion  that 
if  this  order  is  passed  by  this  branch  it  will  pass 
the  other  branch,  and  I  know  it  will  be  a  good 
thing  to  do.    The  superintendent  of  streets  has 

fiven  his  opinion  that  it  will  be  a  good  thing  to 
o.  There  is  no  reason  against  the  passage  of 
the  order  except  that  some  people  don't  like  to 
take  the  money  from  the  appropriation  for  the 
library  building. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  was  declared 
lost.  Mr.  Gomez  doubted  the  vote  and  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  was  lost,  yeas 
36,  nays  23;  two  thirds  in  favor  being  necessary: 

Yeas— Barry,  Carroll,  Chamberlain,  Cochran, 
Coleman,  Connolly.  Coyle,  Davern.  Dolan,  Fisher, 
Foss,  J. Gallagher,  Gomez,  Haggerty.  Harrington, 
Hayes,  Kennedy,  Leary,  McEnaney.  McKenna, 
McNary,  J.  Murphy,  J.  J.  Murphy.  "VV.  H.  Mur- 
phy, Nunan,  O'Mealey,  Perry,  E.  J.  Powers, 
Reiliy.  Short,  Snow,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan, 
Sundberg,  Teevens.  Whall— 36. 

Nays— Blume.  Bowman,  Burr.  Duggan,  Fot- 
tler,  Fowler,  Frost,  Ladd,  Lattimore,  Lauten, 
Light,  P.  Morison.  F.  R.  Morrison,  Perkins,  C.  C. 
Powers,  Sanger,  Shaw,  E.  Sullivan,  Thaver, 
Tracy,  Webster,  Whitmore,  Wilson— 23. 

Absent  or  not  voting  —  Atwood,  Carstensen, 
Clark,  Desmond,  Dewey,  Dunn,  P.  J.  Gallagher, 
Keliher,  j^elley,  Mahoney,  Norton,  Richards, 
Tuttle— 13. 

The  President— The  order  is  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

LAST  MEETING, 

Early  in  the  session  Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an 
order — That  the  president  and  two  other  mem- 
bers be  a  committee  to  arrange  for  the  annual 
dinner  of  the  Common  Council,  to  take  place 
immediately  after  the  adjournment  on  Thurs- 
day next,  Dec.  29,  and  to  invite  the  officers  and 
reporters,  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Com- 
mon Council,  and  that  when  this  Council  ad- 
journs it  be  to  meet  at  5  o'clock  on  Thursday, 
Dec.  29. 

Specially  assigned  to  8  P.M.  Later  in  the  ses- 
sion the  order  was  called  up  by  Mr.  Whitmore. 

Mr.  Perkins  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
that  order.  The  order  was  read  twice  and  put 
upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Sanger— The  impression  has  been  con- 
veyed, it  seems  to  me,  by  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12,  at  the  time  he 
introduced  the  order,  that  this  is  an  an- 
nual custom.  This  is  my  second  year  in 
the  Council,  and  I  can  say  it  was  not  the 
rule  last  year,  however  otherwise  it  may 
have  been  the  previous  year.  As  to  the  way 
the  Council  is  to  transact  its  business  is  not  sta- 
ted in  the  order  and  at  any  rate  it  seems  to  me 
the  order  is  a  pernicious  one  in  any  event.  It 
seems  to  me  the  condition  of  the  fund  is  in  such 
a  state  that  we  cannot  incur  such  an  expendi- 
ture and  feel  that  we  are  doing  our  duty  to  the 
citizens  of  Boston.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
ame  course  can  be  adopted  which  was  adopted 
last  year.  Instead  of  having  a  supper  in  the 
dining  room,  if  you  call  it  so,  each  member 
went  to  the  Parker  House  and  had  a  moderate 
lunch,  not  such  a  dinner  as  can  be  provided 
under  this  order,  which  might  be  an  expensive 
and  extravagant  dinner,  such  a  one  as  none  of 
us  it  seems  to  me  would  care  for  under  the  cir- 
cumstances. If  a  lunch  can  be  provided  at  the 
Parker  House  as  was  done  last  year  I  think  it 
will  be  a  proper  way  to  celebrate  the  last  meet- 
ing of  the  year. 

Mr.  Whitmore— It  seems  to  me  the  gentleman 
has  aimed  again  at  random  and  not  at  the  ob- 
ject which  he  should  fire  at.  It  has  been  the 
custom  for  many  years.  It  is  true  that  it  was 
not  done  last  year,  but  the  same  result  was  at- 
tained last  that  is  aimed  at  this  year.  The  gen- 
tleman says  he  is  willing  to  go  over  there  and 
have  a  moderate  lunch,  but  not  an  extravagant 
one,  With  the  law  as  it  now  stands  we  cannot 
have  an  expensive  dinner.  We  cannot  spend 
money  for  wines  or  cigars.  We  cannot  exceed 
the  price  of  $1  per  head  whether  we  call  it  a 
lunch  or  a  dinner.  I  should  object  to  calling 
it  an  annual  lunch,  for  we  have  a  great 
many  lunches,  and  this  is  not  an  annual  one.  He 
would  have  criticised  me  a  great  deal  better  if  I 
had  said  a  lunch  after  the  next  meeting.     The 


fact  is  we  are  arriving  at  the  same  object  only 
in  a  different  way.  Under  this  order  the  Chair 
will  put  on  two  gentlemen  who  will  not  counte- 
nance any  extravagance  in  any  form  and  I  hope 
he  will  go  so  far  as  to  select  as  one  of  that 
committee  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  who  has 
refused  to  take  any  lunch  this  year,  and  also  my 
friend  from  Ward  9,  who  has  taken  a  lunch  and 
who  will  see  that  there  are  no  bad  oysters  pro- 
vided at  the  Parker  House  or  elsewhere.  I 
think  the  gentleman  will  see  that  however  the 
order  is  worded  it  is  suitable  for  an  annual  meet- 
ing and  that  we  can  do  no  more  than  we  did  last 
year  when  we  adjourned  to  the  Parker  House 
and  had  a  lunch.  I  thought  we  might  fix  it  up 
in  advance  and  attend  to  it  more  carefully.  In 
any  event  we  cannot  spend  any  more  money 
than  we  did  last  year.  • 

Mr.  F.  Morison— Ihe  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
has  with  his  usual  ingenuity  whittled  this  mat- 
ter down  to  a  lunch,  and  I  trust  that  the  ques- 
tion upon  the  passage  of  the  order  will  be  taken 
in  the  usual  way  to  order  our  lunch,  and  that 
those  who  voted  against  it  will  not  take  part  in 
the  lunch. 

Mr.  Perkins— When  I  called  for  the  yeas  I 
had  in  mil? d  that  a  liberal  dinner  would  be  got- 
ten up,  and  pretty  large  bills  brought  in.  I 
should  be  willing  to  go  to  the  Parker  House  and 
pay  for  my  lunch.  But  it  seems  to  me  that  in 
the  present  condition  of  our  treasury,  with  bills 
to  pay,  and  possibly  they  may  bring  a  suit 
against  us  for  those  bills,  I  do  not  believe  we 
want  to  run  up  a  large  bill.  Of  course  if  it  is 
confined  to  a  dollar  a  head,  that  would  not  be 
extravagant,  but  I  should  prefer  to  pay  for  my 
own  luuch. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  will  ask  the  Chair  to  rule 
whether  or  not  this  order  comes  within  the 
scope  of  Rule  44. 

The  President— The  Chair  thinks  it  does. 

Mr.  Wilson— And  therefore  if  the  order  is 
passed  the  city  messenger  will  provide  for  only 
those  members  who  voted  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  understand,  then,  that  the 
amendment  is  not  in  order,  because  the  rules 
cover  it  already.  I  am  very  glad  to  know  that 
the  rules  do  cover  it.  I  certainly  should  have 
been  in  favor  of  the  amendment  if  the  rules  did 
not  cover  it;  but  my  objection  to  this  whole 
matter  is  more  deeply  seated  than  that.  I  think 
that  a  large  number  of  the  gentlemen  in  the 
Council  have  always  misunderstood  me  in  my 
position  upon  this  question,  even  though  I  have 
adhered  to  it  for  the  two  years  I  have  been  in 
the  Council  and  have  not  partaken  of  the 
lunches  at  all.  I  think  that  the  majority 
of  the  members  simply  view  it  as  an 
effort,  on  my  part,  to  be  economical 
in  the  expenditure  of  money.  I  hope  I  am 
economical  in  the  expenditure  of  the  public 
money,  as  well  as  other  money,  but  I  don't  ob- 
ject to  it  simply  on  account  of  the  money  in- 
volved, and  never  have ;  but  I  stated  at  the  be- 
ginning oi  my  career  here  that  I  would  not,  as 
a  representative  of  the  people,  who  are  the  real 
sovereigns  of  this  country,  submit  to  a  rule 
which  said  I  was  not  competent  to  hire  a  carriage 
or  pay  for  a  dinner.  I  will  not  submit  to  such  a 
rule  as  long  as  I  live— not  as  long  as  I  remain  in 
the  Council  merely,  but  as  long  as  I  live— for  I 
believe  it  is  an  insult  to  every  member  of  the 
Council,  and  an  insult  to  me,  to  say  that  we  are 
not  capable  of  attending  to  such  affairs.  There  is 
not  a  drummer  who  goes  out  of  Boston  who  is  not 
trusted  by  his  employers  to  buy  victuals  or  hire 
carriages.  But  we  are  treated  so  that  we  are  not 
raised  even  to  the  level  of  the  ordinary  drummer 
and  as  though  we  were  not  honest  enough  to 
hire  our  own  carriages  or  pay  for  our 
victuals.  Neither  shall  I  submit  to  a  rule  which 
says,  while  I  am  giving  my  service  to  the  city 
of  Boston — which  I  consider  valuable,  whatever 
others  may  consider  it — I  shall  be  limited  to  one 
dollar  in  the  purchase  of  a  meal  of  victuals. 
While,  perhaps,  it  may  be  considered  that  these 
rules  are  necessary,  I  am  sorry  that  they  are 
necessary,  and  I  think  some  other  and  more  ef- 
fectual remedy  should  be  provided  than  the 
making  of  a  rule,  which  rules  rates  those  who 
are  the  sovereigns  of  the  country— leg- 
islators of  the  city  of  Boston — in  the  po- 
sition of  menials  and  servants;  for  that 
is  all  it  amounts  to.  I  would  rather 
have  every  man  in  this  Council  stand  in  his 
place  and  vote  to  pay  for  his  own  provision  and 
food  and  hire  his  own  carriages,  rather  than  to 
submit  to  such  a  rule.    I  believe  it  takes  away 
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the  manhood  of  man,  and  if  you  take  away  the 
manhood  of  the  sovereigns  of  any  country  you 
render  their  government  a  by-word  and  a  source 
of  ridicule.  When  you  have  done  that  their 
power  is  very  nearly  gone.  I  certainly  hope  this 
order  will  not  pass,  or  any  other  order  like  it.  I 
certainly  should  not  partake  of  a  lunch  or  din- 
ner provided  in  any  such  way.  I  wish  the  Coun- 
cil to  consider  that  the  appropriations  from 
which  this  money  will  have  to  be  taKen  are  very 
much  reduced.  We  have  been  struggling,  as  well 
as  the  Finance  Committee,  to  endeavor  to  re- 
plenish them,  and  they  are  still  in  such  a  state 
that  it  seems  to  me.  in  all  fairness,  the  Council 
should  not  expend  any  money  in  any  such  way, 
and  1  hope  the  order  will  not  pass. 

Mr.  Leary — I  hope  the  order  will  prevail,  and 
I  hope  the"  Republican  members  as  well  as  the 
Democrats,  will  vote  for  it.  I  remember  that 
last  year  about  all  the  members  went  over  to 
the  Parker  House,  and  while  we  were  limited, 
for  all  that  we  had  a  pretty  good  time.  I  hope 
the  same  thing  will  occur  this  year,  and  I  hope 
that  not  a  member  of  the  Council  will  be  influ- 
enced by  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  10.  I  couldn't  adopt  his  course  even  if 
I  wanted  to,  even  if  I  desired  to.  I  hope  that  his 
remarks  will  have  no  influence  upon  the  Re- 
publican members,  but  that  we  will  have  a 
lunch  and  go  over  there  together  and  wind  up 
the  year. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order,  and  the  clerk  will  call  the 
roll. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  desire  to  remind  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  that  the  next  meeting  will 
he  the  last  one  at  which  I  shall  have  the  pleas- 
ure probably  of  raising  my  voice  again  in  this 
hall.  Of  course  it  will  be  to  me  a  matter  of  seri- 
ous event,  and  I  hope  therefore  that  the  Council 
will  pardon  me  if  I  state  now  that  I  would  have 
given  a  good  deal  of  money  for  any  charitable 
object  if  I  hadn't  unfortunately  listened  to  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10. 
[Laughter.]  I. had  supposed,  sir,  in  leaving  the 
Council  that  I  had  Deen  associated  for  two 
years  with  a  gentleman  who  represents  a 
ward  that  I  represented  when  I  first  came 
to  this  Council  —  that  I  had  been  serv- 
ing here  with  a  gentleman  who  acted 
from  the  highest  motives  in  everything  he  had 
done,  and  particularly  in  his  opposition  to  these 
wicked  lunches.  But,  sir,  he  himself  has  torn 
away  the  mask  from  his  face,  and  I  find,  to  my 
utter  surprise  and  grief,  that  instead  of  its 
being  for  economy  or  any  high  motive,  ac- 
cording to  his  own  confessson,  he  lias  refused 
to  partake  because  the  rule  prevented  him  from 
having  an  unlimited  grab  at  the  public  purse. 
[Laughter.]  I  am  grieved:  the  only  parallel 
case  I  can  think  of  is  one  of  the  characters  of 
Dickens.  Some  of  you  remember  of  Mr.  Cas- 
by,  who  was  a  typical  man,  and  whose  white 
locks  carried  veneration  into  the  minds  of  even 
his  tenants.  He  was  the  essence  and  embodi- 
ment of  benevolence.but  when  Mr.  Pancks  came 
up  one  day  and  cut  off  the  white  locks  and 
the  public  saw  his  face  they  shuddered  and  ran 
away.  The  gentleman  has  not  waited  for  Mr. 
Pancks,  but  for  some  reason  has  removed  the 
locks,  and  we  can  look  behind  the  mask  of  be- 
nevolence [Laughter].  Mr.  President,  this  is 
one  of  the  most  sorrowful  events  that  has  hap- 
pened to  me  in  the  course  of  the  whole  year 
[Loud  laughter]. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  am  sorry  that  the  gentleman 
should  have  been  disappointed,  but  I  assure  him 
that  I  feel  that  the  standard  I  have  set  for  my- 
self is  infinitely  higher  than  that  which  lie  sets 
for  me.  While  I  am  ready  to  admit  the  acute- 
ness  of  the  gentleman  as  to  most  matters,  and 
while  I  am  ready  to  thank  him  for  his  estimate 
of  me  and  of  my  course  in  this  chamber  during 
the  two  years  that  I  have  been  here,  I  feel  that 
he  is  utterly  incompetent  and  incapable  of  ap- 
preciating the  very  high  standard  which  I  have 
set  for  myself,  and  that  is  the  reason  he  is  dis- 
appointed, and  the  only  reason. 

Mr.  P.  Morison— I  understand  that  the  Chair 
has  ruled  the  motion  I  made  out  of  order  be- 
cause this  vote  should  be  taken  under  Rule  44? 

The  President— Yes,  sir. 

The  order  was  passed ;  yeas  46,  nays  12 : 

Yeas— Barry,  Burr.  Carroll,  Chamberlain, 
Cochran,  Coleman.   Connolly,   Coyle,    Davern, 


Dolan,  Duggan,  Fisher,  Foss,  Fowler.  J.  Galla- 

fher,  Gomez,  Haggerty,  Harrington,  Hayes, 
Kennedy,  Lattimore.  Lauten,  Leary,  McEnaney, 
McKenna,  McNary,  J.  Murphy,  J.  J.  Murphy, 
W.  H.  Murphy,  Nunan,  O'Mealey,  Perry.  C.  C. 
Powers,  E.  J.  Powers,  Reilly,  Shaw,  Short,  J.  . 
H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan.  Sundberg,  Teevens, 
Tracy,  Tuttle,  Webster,  Whall,Whitmore-46. 

Nays— Blume.  Fottler.  Frost,  Ladd,  F.  Mori- 
son,  F.  R.  Morrison,  Perkins,  Sanger.  Snow, 
E.  Sullivan.  Thayer,  Wilson— 12. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Atwood,  Bowman,  Car- 
stensen,  Clark,  Desmond,  Dewey,  Dunn,  P.  J. 
Gallagher,  Keliher,  Kelley,  Light,  Mahoney, 
Norton,  Richards— 14. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider, 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— Before  reconsideration  is 
passed  upon,  I  would  suggest  that  many  will  be 
present  then  who  are  not  present  tonight,  and 
if  the  reconsideration  does  not  prevail  I  don't 
imagine  that  they  will  be  allowed  to  vote  on 
this  question. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  think  it  has  been  customary 
to  consider  that  members  not  present  should  at- 
tend. I  venture  to  say  that  even  now,  so  long 
as  the  lamp  holds  out  to  burn  in  front  of  the 
Parker  House,  gentlemen  will  be  allowed  to  go 
into  the  dinner  under  the  head  of  guests,  if  m 
no  other  way.  I  don't  believe  that  the  president, 
the  sergeant-at-arms,  or  anybody  else  will  refuse 
a  few  crumbs  to  the  gentlemen  who  want  to 
come  in. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  say  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  22  that  a  supper  order 
may  be  introduced  at  the  next  meeting,  giving 
the  absent  gentlemen  the  same  privilege  as 
those  present  this  evening. 

Mr.  Sanger— Will  the  same  privilege  be 
granted  to  the  gentlemen  who  vote  against  it 
now,  to  go  to  the  dinner  provided  they  pay  their 
own  expenses. 

The  President— The  Chair  is  unable  to  de- 
cide.   The  question  is  on  reconsideration. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  desire  to  enter  my  protest 
against  the  interpretation  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  has  put  on  the  rules.  The  city  messen- 
ger is  instructed — 

Mr.  Whall— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
question  is  on  reconsideration,  and  the  gentle- 
man is  debating  another  question. 

The  President— The  gentleman  will  confine 
himself  to  the  question. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  will  endeavor  to  do  so,  but  I 
desire  to  have  the  rules  enforced— that  is  all.  I 
desire  to  say  that  the  gentleman  is  so  careful 
about  the  rules  that  it  doesn't  become  him  at 
this  time  to  say  that  the  rules  are  elastic. 

Mr.  C.  C.  Powers— I  hope  the  reconsideration 
of  this  question  will  not  prevail.  I  am  usually 
opposed  to  lunch  orders  and  long  speeches  that 
make  lunch  orders  necessary,  but  as  half  the  Re- 
publicans and  more  than  out'  half  of  the  Demo- 
crats go  out  of  the  body  at  the  end  of  this  year,  I 
would  like  to  meet  them  socially  at  a  $1  lunch 
at  the  Parker  House,  or  at  any  other  place  that 
may  be  desired.  While  I  would  much  prefer 
that  we  could  have  a  more  expensive  dinner 
and  pay  for  it  ourselves,  yet  if  this  is  all  we  can 
have,  let  us  have  this. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  state  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  9  that  I  think  he  will  remem- 
ber that  I  spoke  about  the  practice  and  not 
the  rule.  I  think  our  rules  very  strict.  I  think, 
also,  knowing  the  variation  in  human 
nature,  that  the  practice  must  be  winked  at 
occasionally.  At  all  events,  the  matter  will 
be  practically  in  the  hands  of  the  commit- 
tee, and  I  think  the  vote  is  ample  to  allow 
any  one  who  ought  to  be  there  and  wants  to  be 
there— members  of  the  Council— to  go,  and  I 
think,  sir,  under  that  state  of  affairs,  we  might 
as  well  refuse  a  reconsideration  and  let  the 
matter  rest  in  the  hands  of  the  committee. 

The  reconsideration  was  lost. 

The  president  appointed  Mr.  Whitmore  and 
Mr.  C.  C.  Powers  to  serve  with  himself  on  said 
committee.  , 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whall,  at 
10.34  P.M. 


Note.— There  was  no  meeting  of  the  Board  on 
Friday,  Dec.  23,  at  1  P.M.,  a  quorum  not  being 
present. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Tuesday,  Dec  27,  1887. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
4  o'clock  P.M.,  Aid.  Donovan,  chairman,  pre- 
siding.   Absent  Aid.  Haynes. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Sullivan  the  reading  of  the 
record  of  the  last  meeting  was  dispensed  with. 

Aid.  Lee  in  the  chair. 

HEARINGS     ON     ORDERS    OF    NOTICE. 

1.  On  petition  of  Patrick  J.  Donovan  for  leave 
to  project  five  bay-windows  from  building  cor- 
ner of  High  and  Sullivan  streets,  Ward  5. 

E.  A.  George  presented  a  written  remonstrance 
and  said  he  objected  because  he  thought  it 
would  injure  his  property. 

No  one  else  objected.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Inspection  of  Buildings  (Aid.), 

2.  On  petition  of  J.  C.  Talbot  for  leave  to  pro- 
ject two  bay-windows  from  building  on  Wash- 
ington street,  Dorchester  District. 

No  objection.  Referred  to  Committee  on  In- 
spection of  Buildings  (Aid.) 

PETITIONS     REFERRED.  ' 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines— Julius 
A.  Palmer,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler  of 
one-horse  cower,  for  heating,  at  10  Broad  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving  —  Trustees  of 
City  Hospital,  for  a  flagstone  crossing  on  E. 
Springfield  street,  opposite  the  Nurses'  Home. 

John  J.  Merrigan,  to  box  a  tree  in  front  of 
404  Broadway,  South  Boston. 

N.  P.  O'Lally  and  others,  for  a  plank  walk  on 
Sawyer  avenue,  Dorchester. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps  —  Susannah 
E.  Cary  and  others,  for  public  lamps  on  Lotus 
place,  Magnolia  street. 

Lewis  Sears  and  others,  for  public  lamps  on 
Brooks  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  (AM.)— Petitions 
for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as  follows : 

R.  B.  Smart,  proposed  wooden,  two  horses, 
Washington  street,  near  Union  street,  Ward  25. 

Hannah  Kelley,  old  wooden,  five  horses, 
Winship  street,  Ward  25. 

Tobias  Klueber,  old  wooden,  one  horse,  Mozart 
Street,  near  Chestnut  avenue,  Ward  23. 

William  Boyd,  wooden,  two  horses,  Harvard 
street,  Ward  24. 

Howard  Clapp,  old  wooden,  30  additional 
horses,  Athens  street,  between  E  and  F  streets, 
Ward  14. 

R.  H.  McDowell,  2  horses,  Armandine  street,  in 
the  rear,  Ward  24. 

To  the  Committee  on  Inspection  of  Buildings — 
Howard  Clapp,  for  leave  to  build  on  Athens 
street,  Ward  14. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims— John  Murphy, 
for  compensation  for  time  lost  on  account  of  in- 
juries received  while  at  work  in  the  Paving  De- 
partment in  June,  1887. 

James  Toomey,  for  compensation  for  land 
taken  in  the  construction  of  the  abutment  of 
bridge  over  Stony  brook. 

M.  J.  Collins,  for  compensation  for  extra  work 
done  on  the  sewer  in  Ashland  street,  West  Rox- 
bury. 

John  Sangster,  for  compensation  for  personal 
injuries  received  Nov.  29,  1887,  from  an  alleged 
defect  in  Border  street,  East  Boston. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses— Charles  John- 
son, to  give  an  athletic  entertainment  at  Music 
Hall,  Monday,  Jan.  16,  1887. 

Aid.  Donovan  in  the  chair. 

COASTING. 

Aid.  Lee  presented  the  petition  of  P.  I.  Win- 
chester and  others,  that  coasting  be  allowed  on 
Manning's  hill,  Ward  23,  and  under  a  suspension 
of  the  rule  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  coasting  be  allowed  on  that 
part  of  Centre  street  known  as  Manning's  hill, 
Jamaica  Plain,  Ward  22,  after  7  P.M.,  under  such 
restrictions  as  the  Board  of  Police  may  deem 
proper  to  impose. 

Ordered,  That  coasting  be  allowed  on  Newton, 
Foster  and  Union  streets,  Brighton,  Ward  25, 
during  the  present  winter,  under  such  restric- 


tions as  the  Board  of  Police  may  deem  proper  to 
impose. 

Ordered,  That  coasting  be  allowed  in  Charles- 
town,  in  Edgeworth,  Pleasant,  Cordis,  Trenton, 
and  Soley  streets.  Monument  avenue,  Albion 
place  ana  Bunker  Hill  street,  from  the  top  of 
the  hill  to  Main  street,  during  the  present  win- 
ter, under  such  restrictions  as  the  Board  of 
Police  may  deem  proper  to  to  impose. 

Orders  severally  passed  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

3.  Ordered,  That  the  city  clerk  be  directed  to 
examine  and  report  if  any  public  documents  or 
papers  have  been  disposed  of  by  any  of  his 
predecessors  to  the  detriment  of  the  city. 

In  Common  Council,  Dec.  22,  referred  to  the 
next  city  government. 
The  Board  concurred. 

4.  Report  of  the  committee  on  Bridges,  no 
action  necessary  on  the  order  relative  t©  making 
drawtenders  and  assistant  drawtenders,  special 
policemen. 

Accepted  in  concurrence. 

5.  Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Special  Committee 
on  Kearsarge  Burying-ground,  be  authorized  to 
submit  their  report  in  print  to  the  next  City 
Council. 

Passed  in  concurrence. 

6.  Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  for  the 
driving  of  horses  on  Chelsea  street,  East  Boston, 
during  the  sleighing  season  of  the  present  win- 
ter, at  a  greater  rate  of  speed  than  is  allowed  by 
the  ordinance,  under  such  regulations  as  maybe 
made  by  the  Board  of  Police. 

Passed  in  concurrence. 

7.  Ordered,  That  the  mayor  be  requested  to 
ask  the  superintendent  of  sewers  to  have  all  the 
labor  employed  in  the  construction  of  Stony 
brook  during  the  coming  winter  engaged  by  the 
day. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the 
order  in  concurrence. 

Aid.  Allen— I  would  like  to  inquire  in  what 
manner  the  laborers  are  now  employed  on  Stony 
brook— whether  they  are  employed  by  the  city, 
by  the  day,  or  whether  this  is  for  contract  work 
to  be  done. 

The  Chairman— Will  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  give  the  desired  information? 

Aid.  Lee— vi  r.  Chairman,  I  know  nothing 
about  the  order  whatever.  I  don't  know  who 
offered  it.  I  have  heard  nothing  about  it 
in  the  Sewer  Department.  I  suppose  it 
was  offered  in  the  Common  Council  by  some  in- 
dividual member  there,  and  there  has  been  no 
consultation  with  the  superintendent  of  sewers 
in  regard  to  it  that  I  know  of.  Of  course  it  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  committee,  because  the 
city  charter  strictly  prohibits  that.  Therefore, 
if  it  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee, they  would  have  immediately  told  the 
gentleman  who  called  it  to  their  attention  that 
it  was  not  within  their  power  to  take  any  action 
whatever.  I  desire  to  say  now  that  so  far  as 
the  work  on  Stony  brook  is  concerned,  the 
superintendent  of  sewers  is  now  doing  it  all  by 
day  labor,  and  he  is  employing  what  men  can 
work  there  to  the  best  advantage  of  the  city.  I 
hardly  think  an  order  of  that  kind  is  needed, 
because  it  should  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
uperintendent  of  sewers.  If,  in  his  opinion,  it 
would  be  for  the  best  interest  of  the  city  to 
complete  that  work  by  day  labor,  let  him  say  so. 
He  has  thought  so  far  that  it  was  for  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  city  to  do  that  work  by  day 
labor,  and  undoubtedly  he  is  the  best  judge, 
and  will  continue  the  work  in  that  manner  if  he 
thinks  it  for  the  best  interests  of  the  city,  and 
that  it  is  the  cheapest  mode  that  can  be  adopt- 
ed.   I  know  nothing  further  than  that. 

Aid.  Allen— Then,  in  view  of  the  statement 
that  has  been  made  by  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Sewers,  and  as  this  will  not 
change  the  character  of  the  employment,  I 
don't  think  that  any  legislation  on  the  part  of 
the  City  Council  is  necessary.  I  move  that  the 
order  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  order  was  indefinitely  postponed.  Notice 
sent  down. 

8.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance, recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  city  treasurer,  in  negoti- 
ating the  public  park  construction  loans  author- 
ized by.  the  orders  of  the  City  Council  of  Jan.  4, 
1887,  and  Feb.  10,  1887,  allow  a  rate  of  interest  of 
4  per  cent  per  annum,  payable  semi-annually. 
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The  report  was  accepted. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  rule  the 
order  not  in  proper  form,  there  heing  nothing  on 
it  to  show  that  it  has  been  passed  by  the  neces- 
sary two-thirds  vote  by  the  Common  Council, 
it  being  an  amendment  to  the  order  for  the  loan. 
If  there  is  no  objection  it  will  be  returned  to 
the  Common  Council. 

Aid.  Allen— In  view  of  the  ruling  made  by 
the  Chair,  which  I  understand  to  be  on  the 
ground  that  the  order  has  not  been  passed  by  the 
regular  two-thirds  vote,  I  desire  to  offer  the  fol- 
lowing order  for  a  substitute,  and  ask  that  the 
rales  be  suspended  that  the  order  may  take  its 
reading  at  this  time. 

Aid.  Allen,  under  suspension  of  the  rule, 
offered  an  order— That  the  city  treasurer,  in  ne- 
gotiating the  public  park  construction  loans 
authorized  by  the  orders  of  the  City  Council  of 
Jan.  4,  1887,  and  Feb.  10,  1887,  allow  a  rate  of  in- 
terest of  4  per  cent  per  annum,  payable  semi- 
annually. 

The  joint  and  aldermanic  rules  were  sus- 
pended and  the  question  came  on  the  passage  of 
the  order. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  should  like  to  inquire  of 
the  alderman  introducing  the  order  if  the  city 
treasurer  has  tried  to  borrow  money  at  3y2  per 
aent,  which  he  is  allowed  to  borrow  it  at  at  the 
present  time. 

Aid.  Allen— I  understand  that  the  treasurer 
has  made  some  efforts  to  negotiate  a  3%  per  cent 
loan,  but  in  the  present  state  of  the  money  mar- 
ket he  rinds  it  impossible  to  make  a  negotiation 
of  that  kind.  He  therefore  came  before  the 
Finance  Committee  a  few  days  ago  and  asked 
that  the  order  passed  by  the  City  Council  a  short 
time  ago  be  altered,  or  another  be  passed  in  its 
stead,  which  would  authorize  the  negotiation  at 
the  rate  of  4  per  cent  interest  per  annum.  The  act 
of  the  Legislature  itself  limits  the  amount  which 
can  be  paid  to  4  per  cent,  and  that  is  a  rite  at 
which, no  doubt,  the  loan  can  be  easily  negotiated. 
The  committee  passed  upon  it  favorably,  and  re- 
ported it  to  the  Common  Council.  It  is  simply 
an  omission  on  the  part  of  the  Common  Council 
to  take  the  vote  by  yeas  and  nays,  thereby  show- 
ing that  it  was  carried  by  a  two- thirds  vote,  and 
that  is  the  reason,  as  I  understand,  why  the 
Chair  ruled  it  out  of  order  at  this  time.  In  or- 
der to  remedy  that  defect  and  have  the  matter 
attended  to  quickly,  because  this  city  govern- 
ment will  soon  cease  its  labors,  and  in  order 
that  the  Common  Council  may  act  on  it  at  their 
next  meeting,  Thursday  night,  I  have  offered 
the  order  which  is  now  before  the  Board.  I  have 
no  doubt  it  will  commend  itself  to  the  good  judg- 
ment of  every  member  of  this  Board. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— Why  I  asked  that  ques- 
tion was  that  I  understand  the  city  treasurer 
has  negotiated  a  3Vi  per  cent  loan  within 
30  days.  That  is  the  Cambridge-street  bridge 
loan.  It  was  through  the  Sinking  Fund  Com- 
missioners that  lie  took  it,  but  I  don't  suppose 
they  would  take  a  loan  below  the  market  rate. 
Certainly,  they  are  sworn  to  get  the  largest  re- 
turns for  the  money  in  the  sinking  funds  that  it 
is  possible  to  obtain,  with  perfect  safety.  I  also 
understand  that  within  a  day  or  two  the  State 
of  Missouri  has  negotioted  a  loan  with  one  Bos- 
ton house  for  two  or  three  millions  of  dollars  at 
3%  per  cent.  It  seems  to  me  that  our  credit 
with  business  houses  right  here  in  the  city 
ought  to  be  as  good  as  that  of  the  State  of 
Missouri,  and  unless  the  city  treasurer  has 
tried  pretty  effectually,  I  think  he  should  be 

fiven  an  opportunity  to  try  still  further.  There- 
ore  I  move  that  this  matter  be  referred  to  the 
next  city  government. 

Aid.  Carroll— Mr.  Chairman — 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— Will  the  alderman  give 
way  one  moment?  I  would  say  that  the  Mis- 
souri State  loan  was  negotiated  at  a  premium. 
It  seems  as  though  the  city  of  Boston  ought  to 
be  able  to  get  par. 

Aid.  Carroll— As  a  member  of  the  Finance 
Committee,  I  would  say  that  the  following  in- 
formation was  given  to  us,  that  under  very 
pressing  circumstances,  and  the  earnest  solici- 
tation of  certain  very  prominent  people  in  our 
city,  the  Sinking  Fund  Commission  accepted 
the  Cambridge-street  bridge  loan,  but  under  no 
circumstances,  such  are  the  representations 
made  to  the  Finance  Committee,  will  the  Sink- 
ing Fund  Commission  accept  the  public  park 
construction  loan  at  3V2  per  cent.  They  will  not 
have  any  more  of  it.  They  have  taken  the 
Combridge-street  bridge  loan,  but  under  the 


present  state  of  affairs,  as  the  gentleman  on  my 
right  has  stated,  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  have 
the  loan  set.  It  seems  to  me  the  gentleman  on 
my  right  has  stated  the  question  exactly  as  it  is, 
with  all  the  facts  presented  to  the  Board.  The 
Sinking  Fund  Commission  will  not  take  the  loan 
at  3%  per  cent;  at  least  such  representations 
have  been  made  to  the  Finance  Committee.  I 
don't  think  I  overstated,  and  I  think  the  gentle- 
man on  my  right  will  bear  me  out  that  such  is 
the  fact. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— I  don't  say  the  Sinking 
Fund  Commissioners  ought  to  take  this  loan. 
I  understand,  in  the  first  place,  they  haven't  the 
money  anyway  to  invest  at  the  present  time, 
but  I  do  think  the  city  of  Boston  ought  to  obtain 
this  money  right  here  in  Boston  as  cheap  as 
the  State  v»f  Missouri.  Certainly  the  State  bonds 
of  Missouri  are  taxable  here,  and  our  city  of 
Boston  bonds  are  taxable  here,  so  on  that  ground 
they  go  on  the  same  footing.  I  see  no  possible 
harm  in  letting  the  matter  go  over  to  the  new 
year.  It  is  always  an  unfavorable  time  to  nego- 
tiate a  loan  at  the  close  of  the  year.  Money  is 
always  closer  and  harder  to  borrow  than  when 
the  new  year  is  inaugurated.  I  am  not  opposed 
to  the  negotiation  of  the  loan,  but  the  money 
cannot  be  used  for  a  while  at  least,  and  I  see  no 
possible  harm  in  letting  it  go  over. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  next  city  govern- 
ment was  declared  lost.  Aid.  C.  W.  Smith 
doubted  the  vote,  and  asked  for  a  verification 
by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  next  city  govern- 
ment was  lost ;  yeas  2,  nays  8 : 

Yeas— Aid.  McLaughlin,  C.  W.  Smith— 2. 

Nays— Aid.  Allen,  Bromwich,  Capen,  Carroll, 
Donovan,  Lee,  Maguire,  Sullivan— 8. 

The  order  was  passed ;  yeas  9,  nay,  1 : 

Yeas— Aid,  Allen,  Bromwich,  Capen,  Carroll, 
Donovan,  Lee,  Maguire,  McLaughlin,  Sullivan 
—9. 

Nay  — Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— 1.  Absent  —  Aid. 
Haynes,  N.  G.  Smith— 2. 

Aid.  Carroll  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 
Sent  down. 

9.  Repoit  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  re- 
commending the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered.  That  the  city  auditor  be  authorized 
to  transfer  the  balance  of  the  appropriation  for 
primary  schoolhouse.  Blossom  street,  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  schoolhouses,  public  buildings. 

Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  be  authorized 
to  transfer  the  sum  of  $1000  from  the  appropria- 
tion for  building  for  outpatients,  to  the  appro- 
priation for  schoolhouses,  public  buildings ;  said 
sum  to  be  expended  by  the  superintendent  of 

Sublic  buildings  in  fitting  up  the  new  school- 
ouse  on  Armandine  street,  in  the  Pierce  Dis- 
trict. 

In  Common  Council  first  order  passed,  second 
order  rejected. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— What  is  the  balance  of  that 
appropriation? 

Aid.  Allen— Between  ten  and  eleven  thous- 
and dollars;  just  about  the  amount  required. 

The  first  order  was  passed  in  concurrence, 
yeas  10,  nay  0. 

10.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  rec- 
ommending the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  be  authorized 
to  transfer  the  sum  of  $2500  from  the  appropria- 
tion for  public  lands  to  the  appropriation  for 
Humboldt-avenue  extension. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence, 
yeas  10,  nays  0. 

11.  Majority  and  minority  reports  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  on  the  order  for  a  transfer  of 
$30,000  to  the  appropriation  for  sewers,  and  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  be  authorized 
to  transfer  to  the  appropriation  for  sewers,  from 
the  appropriation  for  Cambridge-street  bridge, 
Allston,  the  sum  of  $20,000  TA]  and  from  the  ap- 
propriation for  land,  Hugh  O'Brien  School,  the 
sum  of  $10,000  [B].  Passed  in  Common  Council, 
with  an  amendment  to  strike  out  the  words  be- 
tween A  and  B. 

Report  accepted,  and  amended  order  passed  in 
concurrence,  yeas  10,  nays  0. 

12.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings, to  whom  was  referred  the  messageof  the 
mayor  transmitting  a  communication  from  the 
Bostonian  Society  asking  for  the  appointment 
of  a  night  watchman  at  the  Old  State  House, 
having  considered  the  subject,  respectfully  re- 
port that  in  their  opinion  it  is  a  matter  worthy 
of  consideration,  and  recommend  reference  of 
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the  same  to  the  Board  of  Police  for  favorable 
action  thereon.  Accepted  in  Board  of  Alder- 
men, Oct.  10,  1887.  Sent  down  for  concurrence. 
Comes  back  with  the  fallowing  endorsement: 
The  following  order  was  adopted  as  a  substitute 
for  the  above  report :  Ordered,  That  the  super- 
intendent of  public  buildings  be.  and  he  hereby 
is.direeted  to  employ  a  night  watchman  to  be  sta- 
tioned at  the  Old  State  House,  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  public  build- 
ings. 

Oct.  7,  Board  of  Aldermen  voted  to  adhere  to 
its  former  action. 

Common  Council,  Dec.  22,  the  Council  voted 
to  adhere  to  its  former  action. 

The  Chairman— What  is  the  pleasure  of  the 
Board? 

Aid.  Allen  —  This  question  seems  to  have 
been  talked  about  in  Doth  branches,  more  or 
less,  but  we  don't  quite  agree  with  each  other 
on  the  subject.  More  than  that,  I  am  informed 
by  the  superintendent  of  public  buildings  that 
he  has  no  money  which  he  can  devote  to  this 
purpose.  In  view  of  this  disagreement,  and  the 
fact  that  there  is  no  money  in  the  treasury,  I 
move  that  the  subject  be  refected  to  the  next 
city  government. 

The  whole  subject  was  referred  to  the  next 
city  government.    Sent  down. 

REPRESENTATION  IN  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

The  special  assignment  was  next  taken  up, 
viz.: 

13.  Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  petition  the  Legislature  at  its  next 
session  for  the  passage  of  an  act  to  equalize  the 
representation  of  voters  in  the  City  Council, 
substantially  as  proposed  in  the  draft  hereto 
annexed  (City  Doc.  172). 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  or- 
der in  concurrence. 

Aid.  Allen— At  the  last  meeting  of  this 
Board  I  asked  that  a  reconsideration  of  the  sub- 
ject might  be  deferred  to  this  meeting  in  order 
to  give  me  an  opportunity  to  read  over  the  bill 
that  has  been  presented.  Since  that  time  I  have 
read  it  over  carefully  and  made  some  inquiry 
about  it,  and  see  no  objection  to  the  passage  of 
it.  I  did  not  ask,  a  week  ago,  that  it  might  be 
laid  over  on  account  of  any  objection  I  had,  but 
that  I  might  have  time  to  look  into  it.  I  would 
say  that  Iwas  not  at  that  time  opposed  to  it,  but 
wanted  to  look  into  it,  and  I  have  looked  into  it 
and  am  satisfied. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

COST  OF  SEWERS  AND  SIDEWALKS. 

The  superintendent  of  sewers  sent  in  sched- 
ules of  the  cost  of  sundry  sewers.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Sewers. 

The  superintendent  of  streets  sent  in  sched- 
ules of  cost  of  edgestones  and  brick  sidewalks 
in  sundry  streets.  Under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule  orders  were  passed  to  assess  and  collect  one 
half  the  cost. 

WEEKLY  HOLIDAY  FOR  FIREMEN. 

The  following  was  received : 

Board  of  Fire  Commissioners,        ) 

Boston,  Dec.  22,  1887.  f 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council,  City  of  Boston. 

Gentlemen,— The  Board  of  Fire  Commission- 
ers are  in  receipt  of  the  following  order  from 
your  honorable  body : 

"Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Fire  Commission- 
ers be  requested  to  report  to  the  City  Council  as 
to  the  expediency  of  allowing  the  members  of 
the  Fire  Department  to  have  one  holiday  a 
week." 

The  Board  are  unanimously  of  the  opinion 
that  the  proposed  stretch  of  privilege  is  inexpe- 
dient, and  as  the  department  is  now  organized 
it  would  be  an  indefensible  act  on  their  part  to 
grant  it. 

The  commissioners  do  not  feel  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  department  are  proper  subjects  for 
legislative  charity.  The  regulations  governing 
the  service,  no  doubt,  differ,  and  perhaps 
largely,  from  those  that  prevail  in  other  large 
cities ;  but  were  a  proper  equation  of  rewards 
and  privileges  to  be  struck,  it  would  be  found 
that  no  firemen  in  the  world  were  better 
paid  or  better  treated  than  those  who 
guard  the  property  of  our  city.  This 
is  as  it  should  be,  for  in  the  whole  world 
there  are  no  firemen  superior  to  those 
of  Boston  in  either  courage,  character  or  capa- 
bility.   The  commissioners  entertain  the  most 


kindly  feelings  for  members  of  the  department. 
They  know  and  appreciate,  better  than  the  gen- 
eral public  can,  their  worth  and  the  confining 
nature  of  their  employment,  and  would  gladly 
grant  them  every  privilege  consistent  with 
discipline,  efficiency  and  safety;  but  they  must 
also  remember  that  they  owe  a  very  plain  duty 
to  the  city,  and  it  is  not  a  master  with  whose 
interests  they  will  intentionally  trifle.  More- 
over, they  have  no  knowledge  that  members 
have  expressed  any  discontent  or  desire  for  the 
privilege  suggested  by  the  order.  The  depart- 
ment ought  to  know,  both  from  rule  and  pre- 
cedent, that  tbe  commissioners  are  the  author- 
ities to  whom  appeals  should  be  made,  and  be- 
fore whom  grievances  should  be  brought;  yet 
no  complaint  or  request,  either  from  the  de- 
partment as  a  whole,  or  from  individuals,  has 
come  before  this  board ;  therefore,  to  grant  the 
privilege,  to  which  the  order  points,  would  seem 
to  the  commissioners  a  course  of  procedure  un- 
justifiable on  their  part,and  unsolicited  by  those 
to  whom  it  would  apply 

Respectfully  submitted, 
For  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners, 

Robert  G.  Fitch,  Chairman. 
Sent  down. 

NOTICES    FROM    HARBOR    AND     LAND     COMMIS- 
SIONERS. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  Harbor  and 
Land  Commissioners  of  hearings  on  the  29th  day 
of  December.  1887.  at  11  o'clock  A.  M.,  on  the  ap- 
plication of  the  city  of  Boston  for  license  to 
build  a  pile  wharf  structure  in  tidewater,  in  the 
city  of  Boston,  at  521  Commercial  street,  bound- 
ing on  Charles  river,  and  of  the  city  of  Boston 
for  license  to  dump  snow  and  ice  from  the  sev- 
eral bridges  into  tidewater  in  and  around  the 
city  of  Boston. 

Notices  placed  on  file. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Aid.  Maguire  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving  (Aid.): 

Report  and  order— That  a  license  be  granted 
to  J.  C.  Talbot,  the  owner  of  the  estate  num- 
bered 1157  on  Washington  street.  Ward  21,  to 
construct  and  maintain  a  bulkhead  in  the  side- 
walk in  front  of  his  said  estate,  upon  condition 
that  said  licensee  first  give  to  the  city  of  Boston 
an  agreement  in  writing  that  said  licensee  and 
his  said  estate  shall  be  bound  and  obliged  to  in- 
demnify and  save  harmless  the  said  city  against 
any  and  all  claims  for  damages,  costs,  expenses 
or  compensation  for,  on  account  of,  or  in  any 
way  growing  out  of  the  construction,  mainte- 
nance or  use  of  the  said  bulkhead 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Samuel  B.  Pierce 
and  others  for  plank  sidewalk  on  Eastman 
street,  Dorchester— That  the  petitioners  have 
leave  to  withdraw. 

Accepted. 

POLICE    REPORTS. 

Aid.  Maguire,  for  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Police,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  the  order  to  remove  the  police  signal 
box  at  the  corner  of  Boylston  and  Berkeley 
streets— That  no  action  is  necessary. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  order  for  investigation  of  the 
Board  of  Police  in  regard  to  their  action  relative 
to  the  South  Boston  Railroad  Company— That  no 
action  is  necessary. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  order  for  the  improvement  of 
the  sanitary  condition  of  prison  cells— Recom- 
mending reference  to  the  next  city  govern- 
ment. 

Accepted  and  said  reference  ordered. 

Report  on  the  ordinance  to  amend  chapter  26 
of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1885,  recommend- 
ing reference  to  the  next  city  government. 

Accepted,  and  said  reference  ordered. 

•Report  of  Robberies. 

Report  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  order 
(referred  Dec.  15th  and  19th  1887)  requesting  the 
Board  of  Police  to  furnish  the  City  Council  with 
information  relative  to  robberies  during  the 
past  six  months. 

Report  accepted  and  said  order  read  twice 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  and  on  motion 
of  Aid.  Allen,  indefinitly  postponed.  Notice 
sent  down. 
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Pay  of  Watchmen. 

Report  asking  to  be  relieved  from  further  con- 
sideration of  the  ordinance  (referred  March  18, 
1887).  to  amend  Chap.  6,  Revised  Ordinance  of  1885, 
relative  to  the  pay  of  watchmen. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

WATER     DEPARTMENT. 

Aid.  Carroll  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Water. 

Tank  on  Mt.  Bellevue. 

Report  that  no  further  action  is  necessary  on 
the  part  of  the  City  Council  on  the  order  (re- 
ferred June  23,  1887)  relative  to  painting  the 
water  tank  on  Mt.  Bellevue. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Sale  of  Old  Material. 

Report  on  the  request  (referred  Dec.  22,  inst.) 
of  the  Water  Board  for  authority  to  sell  old  ma- 
terial, recommending  the  passage  of  an  order- 
That  the  Boston  Water  Board  be,  and  they  here- 
by are,  authorized  to  sell,  in  such  manner  as 
may  be  for  the  best  interest  of  the  city,  all  un- 
serviceable water  meters  which  have  accumu- 
lated in  the  department,  also  any  second-hand, 
48-inch  iron  pipe  which  can  be  disposed  of  to 
advantage. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith— The  Water  Board  have 
eight  or  ten  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  old  ma- 
terial which  they  desire  to  sell  under  this  order, 
the  most  of  it  being  Tremont  water  meters, 
which  are  of  no  use. 

The  order  was  passed  under  a  supension  of 
tl.e  rule.    Sent  down. 

East  Boston  High  Service. 

Report  on  the  communication  (referred  Dec. 
22,  1887)  from  the  Water  Board  relative  to  the 
projected  extension  of  the  East  Boston  high  ser- 
vice to  Breed's  island,  recommending  the  pas- 
sage of  an  order— That  the  Boston  Water  Board 
be  authorized  to  charge  to  the  appropriation  for 
high  service  the  cost  of  extending  the  East  Bos- 
ton high  service  to  Breed's  island ;  said  cost  not 
to  exceed  $40,000. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  joint  and  aldermanic  rules ;  yeas  12, 
nays  0.    Sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

Aid.  McLaughlin  submitted  a  report  from, 
the  Committee  on  Licenses,  recommending  that 
a  license  be  granted  to  Charles  Johnson  to  give 
an  athletic  entertainment  at  Music  Hall,  Mon- 
day, Jan.  16,  1888. 

Report  accepted,  license  granted  with  usual 
conditions. 

NAPHTHA  STREET  LAMPS. 

Aid.  Bromwich,  for  the  Committee  on  Lamps, 
(Aid.)  submitted  a  report  on  the  petition  of  D. 
S.  Burnham  and  others,  for  leave  to  supply 
naphtha  street  lamps  where  coal  oil  lamps  are 
now  used— That  the  petitioners  have  leave  to 
withdraw,  for  the  reason  that  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen have  no  jurisdiction  in  the  matter. 

Report  accepted. 

In  connection  with  the  above,  Aid.  Bromwich 
offered  an  order— That  the  superintendent 
of  lamps,  under  the  direction  of  His  Honor  the 
Mayor,  be  authorized  to  set  up  and  maintain 
naphtha  lamps  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and 
fifty  in  number,  in  place  of  oil  lamps  in  the  sub- 
urban districts,  the  expense  attending  the  same 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  lamps* 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

BAY-WINDOWS,   ETC. 

Aid.  Sullivan,  for  the  Committee  on  the  De- 
partment for  Inspection  of  Buildings  (aid.),  sub- 
mitted the  following : 

Reports  recommending  that  leave  be  granted 
on  the  following  petitions : 

P.  0.  Riorden.to  project  two  bay-windows  from 
building  Nos,  42-46  Park  street,  Ward  5. 

J.  C.  Talbot,  to  project  two  bay-windows  from 
building  on  Washington  street,  Dorchester  Dis- 
trict. 

Reports  accepted,  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  R.  M.  Yale,  for  a 
license  to  hoist  and  lower  goods  over  the  side- 
walk in  front  of  21-22  Chatham  street— Recom- 
mending that  leave  be  granted,  subject*  to  the 
provisions  of  Chapter  7  of  the  Standing  Regula- 
tions of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Report  accepted,  leave  granted  in  accordance 
with  said  provisions. 

Report  recommending  that  a  permit  be 
granted  to  Patrick  J.  Donovan,  to  project  five 
bay-windows  from  buildings  corner  of  Sullivan 
and  High  streets,  Ward  5.  Accepted,  and  leave 
granted  on  the  usual  conditions. 

SEWERS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Sewers  (Aid.) : 

Report  on  communication  from  Board  of 
Health  relative  to  sewerage  in  Caldwell  and 
Brighton  streets— That  on  June  27,  1887,  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  passed  an  order  to  build 
a  sewer  in  Caldwell  street,  and  that  the 
Sewer  Department  not  having  the  means  to 
construct  said  sewer,  no  action  has  been  taken. 
Report  accepted. 

Reports  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to 
withdraw  on  the  following  petitions: 

James  Green,  for  abatement  of  sewer  assess- 
ment against  his  estate  on  Lincoln  street.  Ward 
25. 

John  Degninjfor  partial  abatement  of  sewer 
assessment  agfSfest  his  estate  on  Lincoln  street. 

iEtna  Rubber  Mills,  for  abatement  of  sewer 
assessment  on  Cornwall  street. 

Regina  Crimmin,  for  abatement  of  sewer  as- 
sessment against  her  estate  on  Ferrin  street. 

Granville  Fuller  and  others,  forlabatement  of 
sewer  assessment  against  their  estate  on  West- 
ern avenue. 

Heirs  Samuel  May,  for  abatement  of  sewer 
assessment  against  estate  35  Doane  street. 

Catherine  E.  Downing,  for  abatement  of  the 
sewer  assessment  against  her  estate  on  Brighton 
avenue. 

James  N.  Thompson  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in 
passageway  between  Huntington  avenue  and 
Falmouth  street. 

Selectmen  of  Brookline,  to  construct  and 
maintain  a  common  sewer  in  Pond  avenue  and. 
Chestnut  street,  Ward  23. 

Reports  accepted. 

Reports  that  remonstrants  have  leave  to  with- 
draw as  follows  : 

John  Stetson  and  others,  against  proposed 
construction  of  sewer  in  Alden  street. 

Thomas  Cangley  and  others,  against  the  pro- 
posed sewer  in  Jamaica  street. 

Reports  accepted. 

Preamble  and  order  for  the  construction  of  a 
common  sewer  in  Barton  street.  Ward  8,  be- 
tween Leverett  and  Lowell  streets. 

Passed. 

Report  and  order— That  the  sewer  assessment 
levied  against  the  estate  of  James  Dee  for  a 
sewer  in  Western  avenue.  Market,  Waverley 
streets,  etc.,  amounting  to  seventy-six  dollars 
and  seventeen  cents  ($76.17)  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  abated  on  account  of  inability  to  pay. 

Reports  accepted,  order  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Thomas  Claiby,  for 
compensation  for  land  taken  for  a  sewer  on 
Wakullah  street— Recommending  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Report  accented,  said  reference  ordered. 

Report  on  the  protest  of  Martin  Linahan 
against  taking  of  his  land  on  Circuit  street  for 
sewer  purposes — That  no  further  aclion  is  ne- 
cessary and  that  the  protest  be  placed  on  tile. 

Accepted. 

Report  on  the  order  for  a  conduit  in  Tremont 
street,  from  Linden-Park  street  to  Culvert 
street,  to  prevent  overflow  of  Stony  brook— That 
no  further  action  is  necessary. 

Accepted. 

Reports  and  order  for  the  construction  of  a 
common  sewer  in  Belvidere  street,  Ward  .11, 
between  Chester  Park  and  Dalton  streets. 
Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order— That  the  sewer  assessment 
levied  against  the  estate  of  James  Green  for  a 
sewer  in  Western  avenue,  Market  and  Waverley 
streets,  amounting  to  $66.94,  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  abated  andf  reassessed  for  $60  48,  on  ac- 
count of  over-estimate  of  land  benefited. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Reports  on  the  cost  of  sundry  schedules  of  cost 
of  sewers,  with  orders  for  assessment  and  collec- 
tion of  the  proportionate  part  thereof.  Orders 
passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  following: 
To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
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On  the  24th  of  February,  1885,  an  assessment 
amounting  to  $54.09  was  levied  against  Mary  E. 
Coughan  for  a  sewer  in  Harvard,  Abbot  and 
Wales  streets  in  Dorchester.  This  assessment 
was  not  paid  when  due  and  the  estate  was  sold 
to  the  city.  The  corporation  council  has  de- 
clared the  assessment  to  be  invalid,  and  a  dis- 
claimer has  been  entered  on  the  deed.  To  en- 
able the  city  to  collect  payment  for  drainage 
facilities  from  the  property  the  corporation 
counsel  recommends  that  the  assessment  be 
abated  and  that  an  entrance  fee  be  collected  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Revised 
Ordinances  whenever  a  connection  with  the 
common  sewer  may  be  desired.  In  considera- 
tion of  the  above  facts  the  Committee  on  Sewers 
would  respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  following  order : 

Ordered,  I  hat  the  sewer  assessment  levied 
against  Mary  E.  Coughan,  amounting  to  $54.09, 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  abated  and  the  super- 
intendent of  sewers  is  hereby  directed  to  collect 
from  the  estate  upon  which  the  assessment  was 
levied  the  amount  prescribed  by  the  Revised 
Ordinances,  to  be  collected  when  entrance  is 
made  into  the  common  sewer.   * 

Report  accepted,  orders  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Aid.  Lee  also  offered  a  report  and  order — That 
the  sewer  assessment  levied  against  the  estate 
of  Thomas  Gill  for  a  sewer  in  Ferrin  street, 
amounting  to  nine  dollars  and  eight  cents  ($9.08), 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  abated,  on  account  of 
no  benefit. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

ELECTRIC   LIGHTS  IN  MARKET. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted,  for  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Markets,  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  Gass,  Doe  &  Co.  and  others,  lessees  of  stalls  in 
Faneuil-Hall  market,  that  the  city  provide  elec- 
tric lights  for  said  market,  recommending  the 
passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  be  authorized 
to  transfer  the  sum  of  $1000  from  the  appropria- 
tion for  Cambridge-street  bridge,  Allston,  to  the 
appropriation  for  markets ;  said  sum  to  be  ex- 
pended by  the  superintendent  of  markets  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  electric  lights  in  Fan- 
euil-Hall market. 

The  report  was  accepted,  the  joint  and  alder- 
manic  rules  were  suspended,  and  the  question 
came  upon  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Aid.  Allen— I  would  like  to  inquire,  Mr. 
Chairman,  through  you,  of  the  gentleman  who 
presented  the  order,  what  is  the  expected  cost 
of  lighting  Faneuil-hall  market,  or  is  it  the 
Quincy  market? 

Aid.  Lee— Both. 

Aid.  Allen— By  electricity  for  a  year.  This,  I 
presume,  covers  the  balance  of  the  financial 
year,  which  is  only  four  months.  I  would  like 
to  know  whether  this  is  for  the  four  months  or 
whether  it  will  cover  the  full  calendar  year. 

Aid.  Lee— The  amount,  as  I  understand  from 
the  superintendent  of  markets,  to  cover  the 
financial  year,  would  be  $2000.  We  have  asked 
for  $1000  in  round  numbers,  but  the  amount  to 
be  expended  would  only  be  a  third  of  that— that 
is,  $600  or  $700,  which  would  cover  the  expend- 
iture from  now  to  the  end  of  the  financial  year. 
But  the  committee  asked  for  $1000  in  round 
numbers.  The  total  expense  for  the  year  would 
be  $2000. 

Aid.  Allen— Can  the  gentleman  inform  us 
what  the  cost  of  lighting  now  is?  I  suppose  the 
buildings  are  lighted  by  gas  at  the  present  time. 

Aid.  Lee— The  cost  at  the  present  time  is  in  the 
neighborhood  of  $1100  per  year  for  lighting  by 
g^- 
Ald.  N.  G.  Smith— I  would  like  to  inquire  now 
whether,  if  it  is  lighted  by  electricity,  the  gas 
would  be  removed,  or  whether  it  wouid  be  nec- 
essary to  use  the  gas  fixtures  in  order  to  see  the 
electric  lights,  as  we  have  had  to  do  here,  and  if 
the  city  will  have  to  pay  for  both  gas  and  elec- 
tricity. 

Aid.  Lee— I  desire  to  say  for  the  superinten- 
dent of  markets  and  for  the  people  who  occupy 
stalls  there  and  pay  rental  to  the  city  of  Boston 
that  they  have  been  endeavoring  for  some  two, 
three  or  four  years  to  get  a  better  light— even  in 
the  way  of  gas.  They  have  asked  for  an  appro- 
priation that  the  markets  might  be  repiped,  the 
piping  of  these  markets  having  been  done  some 
20  years  ago,  and  it  has  become  so  foul 
that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  get  any  kind 


of  light.  The  proposition  was  made  to  the 
superintendent  of  markets,  by  several  electric 
light  companies,  that  they  would  establish  a 
plant  in  the  market  at  an  expense  of  from  $2800 
to  about  $4800  for  the  plant  alone.  That,  the 
committee  informed  the  superintendent,  rhey 
would  not  concede  to.  A  proposition  was  then 
made  by  the  Boston  Electric  Lighting  Company, 
that  they  would  establish  in  the  markets  an 
electric  light  plant  without  any  cost  to  the  city. 
They  did  so.  They  experimented,  and  put  in 
the  arc  lights  in  one  half  of  the  market,  and 
the  incandescent  in  the  other.  The  occupants  of 
the  market  arranged  among  themselves  to  send 
a  written  communication  to  the  superintend- 
ent of  markets,  saying  that  they  would  prefer, 
for  the  entire  length  of  the  passageways,  the  arc 
lights.  They  have  experimented  there  for  some 
15  or  16  days,  and  it  has  worked  to  the  entire 
satisfaction  of  the  occupants,  and  to  the  entire 
satisfaction  of  the  superintendent,  and  the 
Committee  on  Markets  visited  the  place,  and 
saw  the  experiments  as  carried  out.  Now  it 
may  be  said  that  it  is  expensive.  But  by  the 
establishment  of  this  electric  light  there  it  will 
save  the  city  of  Boston  some  $8000  or  $10,000 
which  it  will  cost  to  pipe  both  markets.  I  have 
no  doubt,  in  answer  to  the  question  from  the 
honorable  alderman  on  my  right,  that  if  the 
city  adopts  the  electric  light  the  superintendent 
of  markets  will  see  that  no  extra  expense  is  in- 
curred from  gas,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
superintendent  of  markets  will  immediately 
discontinue  the  gas  jets  that  are  now  supplied 
by  the  city  and  hung  in  the  passageway  on  the 
side  of  each  stall  The  occupants  of  those  stalls 
wanted  the  committee  to  provide  them  with 
lights.  That  the  committee  refused  to  do. 
They  then  sent  a  petition  asking  th.it  the  city 
would  light  the  passageway,  and  they  them- 
selves would  put  in  incandescent  lights  in  their 
stalls  and  pay  all  the  bills.  It  may  be  argued 
that  there  will  be  a  bill  for  gas.  The  gas  the 
superintendent  must  necessarily  use  in  his 
office,  and  one  or  two  burners  the  watchman 
must  necessarily  use  during  the  night  in  his  pa- 
trol of  duty,  will  be  an  expense,  but  it  will  be 
trivial.  Therefore  it  seems  to  me,  taking  it  on 
the  whole,  and  from  what  information  your 
committee  have  received  from  the  superinten- 
dent of  markets,  that  it  will  be  for  the  best  in- 
terest of  the  city,  and  for  the  best  interest  of  the 
city's  tenants  that  the  passageway  be  lighted  in 
the  manner  that  they  ask  for. 

Aid.  Bromwich— This  is  the  first  time  I  have 
heard  of  any  requisition  being  made  to  light 
the  market  by  electricity,  and  as  an  answer  has 
not  been  given  to  the  alderman  who  asked  the 
question  in  regard  to  the  expense,  satisfactorily, 
I  move  you  that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Lamps,  who  will  have  a  meeting 
on  Thursday  and  will  report  at  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  Board. 

Aid.  Lee— It  seems  to  me  that  is  amotion  that 
is  out  of  order,  because  I  cannot  for  the  life  of 
me  see  what  rights  of  interference  the  Commit- 
tee on  Lamps  have  with  a  matter  of  this  kind. 
If  the  alderman  can  state  to  this  Board  where 
the  rights  of  that  committee  come  in  I,  as  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Lamps,  will  submit 
it  to  the  Committee  on  Lamps  as  the  proper 
committee  to  have  it  go  to ;  but  until  he  does 
give  some  sound  reasons  why  it  should  go  to 
that  committee  I  shall  oppose  the  motion  he 
has  made. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  am  right,  I  think,  in  saying 
that  on  last  Friday  we  had  a  meeting  of  the 
Committee  on  Lamp  Department,  and  we  had 
before  us  Mr.  Nettleton,  the  corporation  coun- 
sel. He  decided  there  that  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men could  order  any  new  lamps  placed  any- 
where or  new  lights  placed  anywhere,  or  remove 
them.  The  question  came  up  in  regard  to  this 
report  that  I  have  made  today  for  a  certain 
company  to  withdraw  a  petition  for  naphtha 
lamps.  Then  we  could  not  do  anything,  but  we 
could  recommend  the  change  from  oil  to  gas, 
or  gas  to  naphtha,  or  anything  in  that  way,  or 
electric  lights  to  gas,  or  gas  to  electric  lights, 
or  this  Board  can  place  anywhere  where  they 
choose  lights,  but  we  cannot  order  any  particu- 
lar corporation  or  parties  to  do  the  work  or 
contract  for  it.  That  was  settled  by  the  corpo- 
ration counsel  at  the  last  meeting  of  that  com- 
mittee. Therefore,  if  new  lights  are  desired  to 
be  placed  in  the  market,  I  think  it  will  be  the 

£  roper  piace  to  send  that  to  the  Committee  on 
.amps.    I  don't  see  that  it  is  out  of  reason  to  do 


1065 


BOARD     OF     ALDERMEN. 


so.  We  have  attended  to  our  duties  very  prompt- 
ly, I  think,  during  the  year,  and  I  think  every 
member  of  the  Board  is  satisfied  with  our  work. 
Aid.  Lee — Of  all  the  arguments  that  I  have 
heard  advanced  here  why  a  matter  of  this  kind 
should  be  sent  to  the  Committee  on  Lamps,  the 
one  the  alderman  on  my  right  has  advocated  is 
the  weakest  I  have  ever  heard.  There  is  no 
doubt  but  that  what  he  says  may  be  true,  so  far 
as  the  corporation  counsel  being  before  the 
Committee  on  Lamps  is  concerned,  but  the  cor 
poration  counsel  appeared  before  that  commit- 
tee to  tell  them  what  their  rights  were— whether 
they  could  place  electric  lights,  gas,  naphtha  or 
petroleum  upon  public  or  town  ways— not  in 
regard  to  the  lights  in  your  public  buildings, 
and  the  gentleman  knows  it  as  well  as  I  do. 
What  has  the  superintendent  of  lamps  or  the 
Committee  on  Lamps  to  do  with  placing  lights 
inside  of  a  building?  Nothing.  This  matter 
has  nothing  to  do  with  public  ways  or  streets. 
If  this  was  to  go  to  any  committee  it  certainly 
would  have  to  go  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  and  not  to  the  Committee  on  Lamps. 
Now  the  gentleman- 
Aid.  Bromwich— If  the  gentleman  will  allow 
me  one  moment,  I  withdraw  all  that  I  said. 

Aid.  Lee — Then  I  want  to  finish  my  remarks. 
Of  all  the  committee  in  my  experience  in  the 
city  government,  the  Committee  on  Lamps  has 
been  the  weakest  that  I  know  of.  And  why?  I 
don't  say  it- 
Aid.  Allen— Mr.  Chairman,  is  the  Committee 
on  Lamps  under  discussion  at  this  time? 

Aid.  Lee— I  desire  to  show  why  this  should 
not  go  to  the  Committee  on  Lamps,  and  I  be- 
lieve I  can  give  good  reason  why  it  should  not. 
The  Chairman  —  The  gentleman  has  with- 
drawn his  motion,  and  therefore  that  question 
is  not  before  the  Board. 

Aid.  Lee — 1  trust  this  order  will  be  passed 
and  I  desire  to  say  that,  in  regard  to  any  petition 
that  has  been  placed  before  the  Board  by  the 
citizens  of  Boston,  asking  for  lamps  to  be  placed 
on  public  ways  or  highways,  I  defy  any  member 
of  the  Board  to  show  me  where  there  has  been 
any  petition  reported  by  that  committee.  I 
claim  that  I  would,  as  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Markets,  be  derelict  in  my  duty  were 
I  to  permit  an  order  emanating  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Markets  to  go  to  a  committee  which, 
during  the  year,  up  to  the  present  time, 
has  not  reported  back  here  upon  one  petition 
that  has  been  sent  to  them.  I  do  not  say  it  is  a 
fault  of  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  I  will  not 
say  that.  But  it  is  the  fault  of  somebody  that 
this  Board  has  not  received  information  upon 
petitions  in  regard  to  which  they  should  receive 
information. 

Aid.  Bromwich— I  would  simply  say  that  they 
have  all  been  attended  to,  and  we  will  report  on 
them  by  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board 

Aid.  C.  _W.  Smith— The  only  question,  I  sun- 
pose,  that  really  enters  into  this  matter  of  the 
change  of  light  in  the  markets  is  the  question  of 
expense,  for  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  electric 
light  is  better  suited  to  the  passageway  than  the 
gaslight  is.  I  understood  that  there  would  be 
about  $2000  required  if  the  electric  lights  are  sub- 
stituted, whereas  we  get  per  year  from  the  rent 
of  the  estate  $60,000.  Now  if  we  make  this 
change  we  will  take  one  thirtieth  part  of  the 
income  we  receive  from  the  markets  for  the 
sake  of  giving  a  little  additional  light.  It  seems 
to  me  that  is  the  whole  question.  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  amount  asked  for  lights  in  propor- 
tion to  the  income  is  rather  large. 

Aid.  Allen— I  was  glad  to  hear  the  alderman 
on  my  immediate  left  ask  if  the  gas  was  to  be 
maintained  in  the  market  in  addition  to  the 
electric  lights.  We  have  found  in  other  places, 
in  some  of  our  public  buildings  and  un- 
doubtedly in  this  building,  that  the  amount 
of  gas  consumed  is  quite  as  large  now 
as  it  was  before  electricity  was  introduced.  In 
fact,  I  believe  the  bills  in  the  auditor's 
office  will  show  that  we  pay  more  now  for  gas, 
or  rather  that  we  use  more  feet  of  gas  than 
was  used  before  there  was  any  electricity  in  the 
building.  The  expense  is  no  larger  because  the 
price  charged  by  the  gas  company  is  25  per  cent 
less  than  it  was  a  few  years  ago.  But  still  if  the 
price  was  the  same  as  it  was.  say  five  years  ago, 
the  cost  of  gas  would  be  25  per  cent  more  than 
the  bills  show  today.  But  the  fact  neverthe- 
less remains,  that  we  use  more  feet  of  gas  in 
this  building  now  than  we  did  before  electricity 
was  introduced.     Now  so  far  as  electricity  in 


this  builing  is  concerned  we  in  the  Board  know 
that  it  sometimes  fails.  It  has  repeatedly  failed 
within  the  last  few  months,  and  the  expense  of 
lighting  this  building  by  electricity  is  about 
$6000  a  year.  In  the  markets  we  are  told  that 
the  expense  of  electricity  will  be  about  $2000, 
that  the  amount  of  gas  used  will  be  diminished ; 
still  there  will  be  an  expense  for  gas,  and  I  am 
credibly  informed  that  the  superintendent  of 
markets  fully  believes  and  states  that  the  ex- 
pense of  gas  will  be  at  least  one  half  of  what  it 
is  now.  The  expense  of  gas,  as  we  are  told  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Markets,  is 
now  in  that  place  about  $1100  a  year. 

Aid.  Lee— Somewhere  in  that  neighborhood. 

Aid,  Allen— In  that  neighborhood,  and  I  am 
told  that  the  superintendent  of  markets  fully 
believes  that  the  expense  of  gas  after  electricity 
is  introduced,  will  not  be  less  than  $500  a  year. 
Now  if  we  are  going  to  light  that  place  by  elec- 
tricity at  an  expense  of  $2000,  and  are  going  to 
pay  an  additional  sum  of  $500  for  gas,  it  is  going 
to  cost  us  $2500  where  it  is  now  costing  us  about 
$1000  or  $1100,  which  is  150  per  cent  increase,  and 
I  think  it  is  right  that  that  should  be  considered 
before  we  go  twthat  expense.  The  remarks  of 
the  alderman  who  preceded  me,  in  regard  to  the 
percentage  of  cost  of  light  relative  to  the 
amount  of  rental  we  receive,  are  worth  consid- 
ering, and  1  think  before  passing  any  such  or- 
ders we  had  better  weigh  carefully  what  we  are 
about  to  do. 

Aid.  Lee— I  would  like  to  ask  the  alderman  a 
question.  I  would  ask  what  he  inferred  from 
the  alderman  on  my  right  as  to  percentage? 

Aid.  Allen— I  understood  him  to  say  that  we 
got  now  about  $60,000  rental,  and  if  we  expend- 
ed $2000  for  electricity  that  it  would  be  about 
one-thirtieth  of  the  rental,  which  is  somewhere 
from  three  to  four  per  cent  of  the  rental. 

Aid.  Lee— I  t»  ould  ask  the  alderman  if  he 
takes  into  censideration  the  fact  that  we  now 
pay  about  $1100?  Wouldn't  that  reduce  the  per- 
centage spoken  of  by  the  alderman  on  my  left- 
one  sixtieth? 

Aid.  Allen— No,  sir ;  because  we  would  he  ex- 
pending one  half  the  amount  for  gas  that  we  are 
expending  now.  That  statement  comes  from 
the  superintendent  of  markets,  and  he  ought  to 
know  as  well  as  anybody. 

Aid.  Lee— I  desire  to  say  that,  from  the  infor- 
mation I  received  from  the  superintendent,  he 
was  asked  to  approximate,  and  he  said  it  would 
probably  cost  in  that  neighborhood,  but  if  there 
is  any  gentleman  in  the  Board  who  believes  that 
if  they  light  the  market  now  with  electricity,  it 
is  going  to  cost  $500  to  light  his  office  and 
two  burners  for  a  little  while  at  night,  then  I 
say  his  judgment  is  not  good. 

The  Chairman— The  question  is  on  Aid.  Brom- 
wich's  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on 
Lamps. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— It  seems  to  me  this  is  not 
the  proper  committee  to  refer  it  to.  I  move,  as 
a  substitute,  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Buildings. 

The  Chairman — I  think  the  motion  before  the 
Board,  referring  to  a  committee  of  the  Board,  is 
first  in  order. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— Then  I  move  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  on 
the  part  of  the  Board,  as  a  substitute. 

Aid.  Lee  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  substitute  motion,  to  refer  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Buildings  (Aid.),  was  carried ;  yeas 
7,  nays  4: 

Yeas— Aid.  Allen,  Bromwich,  Capen,  Maguire, 
N.  G.  Smith,  C.  W.  Smith,  Sullivan— 7. 

Nays— Aid.  Carroll,  Donovan,  Lee,  McLaugh- 
lin—4. 


Aid.  Lee,  for  the  Committee  on  Claims,  sub- 
mitted reports,  recommending  leave  to  with- 
draw, on  the  following  petitions: 

Benjamin  Dickerman,  and  others  for  land  ta 
ken  at  Newton  Highlands  and  damages  to  other 
lands  in  the  construction  of  an  aqueduct  by  the 
city  of  Boston  (having  failed  to  make  a  settle- 
ment). 

John  C.  Nichol.  to  he  paid  for  damages  to  the 
steam  lighter  Revere. 

Thomas  Norton,  for  compensation  for  personal 
injuries  received  while  at  work  in  the  Paving 
Department. 

John  Kenney,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  his  business,  caused  by  sewage  and  street 
filling. 
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Freeman  Bowker,  to  be  refunded  the  amounts 
paid  for  the  deeds  of  certain  estates  sold  by  the 
city  for  unpaid  taxes,  on  account  of  the  alleged 
invalidityof  said  deeds. 

Annie  ILelley,  to  be  paid  for  damage  to  her 
estate,  202  H  street,  by  the  bursting  of  a  sewer 
in  said  street. 

Reports  severally  accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  and  order— That  His  Honor  the  Mayor 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  in  the  name 
and  behalf  >f  the  city,  to  release  for  the  sum  of 
$2500,  unto  Benjamin  Gushing,  Mary  J.  Cushing 
and  Abby  C.  Cushing,  all  its  rights,  title  and  in- 
terest in  the  lot  of  land  situated  on  the  easterly 
side  of  Purchase  street,  in  said  Boston,  and  for- 
merly owned  by  the  late  William  L.  Cushing. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  orders  for  the  payment  to  Wil- 
lard  Welch,  Nellie  M.  Brown  and  Andrew  J. 
Church,  the  amount  paid  by  them  to  the  city 
for  defective  tax  deeds  of  certain  estates  sold 
for  unpaid  taxes  —  That  the  orders  ought  to 
pass. 

Report  accepted,  said  orders  passed  under  sus- 
pension of  the  rule.    Sent  down^1 

IMPROVED    SEWERAGE. 

Under  reports  from  city  officers  the  following 
was  received: 

Office  of  City  Engineer,  ) 
Boston,  Dec.  27, 1887.      J 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

The  edition  of  the  History  of  the  Main  Drain- 
age Works,  printed  in  1886,  is  exhausted.  There 
is  a  constant  demand  for  copies  of  this  book, 
both  from  citizens  and  from  others,  the  work 
having,  in  addition  to  its  interest  as  a  descrip- 
tion of  an  important  local  improvement,  a  great 
value  to  the  engineering  profession  and  to  mu- 
nicipalities contemplating  similar  improve- 
ments. And  I  recommend  to  your  favorable 
consideration  the  suggestion  that  another  edi- 
tion of  this  work  be  published. 

William  Jackson, 

City  Engineer. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Improved  Sew- 
erage. 

Later  in  the  session  the  chairman  submitted 
the  following  from  the  Committee  on  Improved 
Sewerage : 

Report  and  order— That  the  clerk  of  commit- 
tees be  authorized  to  have  an  additional  1500 
copies  of  the  Report  on  Main  Drainage  Works 
printed,  the  expense  thus  incurred  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  improved  sewerage. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Capen  the  order  was  amend- 
ed by  adding: 

"And  that  10  copies  be  given  to  each  member 
of  this  government." 

Aid.  Allen— What  will  be  the  cost  of  that 
publication  ? 

The  Chairman— About  11400.  The  last  edition 
cost  94V4  cents  apiece. 

The  order  as  amended  was  passed.  Sent  down. 

Report  en  the  order  to  have  Northampton 
place  repaired  and  put  in  proper  condition  for 
travel — Recommending  the  passage  of  the  order 
in  the  following  new  draft: 

Ordered,  That  the  city  engineer  be  requested 
to  have  the  edgestones  in  Northampton  place 
reset  and  the  sidewalks  put  in  proper  condition, 
the  expense  attending  the  same  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  improved  sewerage. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule.    Sent  down. 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  the  peti- 
tion of  certain  employees  of  the  city  at  the 
pumping  station,  Main  Drainage  Works,  for  in- 
crease of  salaries. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  the  or- 
der for  the  erection  of  dwelling  houses  at  Old 
Harbor  point. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

STABLES. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health  (Aid.)— recommending  that 
leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  conditions  to  oc- 
cupy stables  as  follows : 

John  D.  Stimson,  Holton  street,  Ward  25. 

John  A.  Stetson.  580  East  First  street,  Ward  14, 
(addition). 

R.  S.  Wright,  Sycamore  street,  Roslindale, 
Ward  23. 


George  H.  Cavanagh,  Dorchester  avenue, 
nearly  opposite  Middle  street.  Ward  15. 

Board  of  Police,  City  square,  in  rear  of  Police 
Station  15,  Ward  5. 

Max  Muller,  Brook  street,  Roslindale,  Ward 
23. 

Reports  accepted ;  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

REPORTS  FROM  THE  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

Aid.  Allen  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Finance  Committee : 

Incidentals. 

Report  on  the  order  (recommitted  by  the  Com- 
mon Council)  to  transfer  $15,000  to  the  appro- 
priation for  incidentals  expenses— Recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  the  order  in  the  following 
new  draft : 

Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  be  authorized 
to  transfer  the  following  amounts  to  the  appro- 
priation for  incidental  expenses,  namely :  From 
the  reserved  fund,  $10,407.78 ;  from  the  appro- 
priation for  Cambridge-street  bridge,  Allston, 
$4592.22. 

Report  accepted. 

Ala.  Lee  moved  to  strike  out  "Cambridge- 
street  bridge,  Allston,"  and  insert  "Talbot  ave- 
nue." 

The  question  was  on  suspending  the  joint 
rules  to  enable  Aid.  Lee  to  move  the  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  lost :  yeas  5,  nays  6 : 

Yeas— Aid.  Allen,  Bromwich,  Lee,  N.  G.  Smith, 
C.  W.  Smith— 5. 

Nays— Aid.  Capen,  Carroll,  Donovan.  Maguire, 
McLaughlin,  Sullivan— 6. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  put 
upon  its  passage. 

Aid.  Lee  moved  to  strike  out  "reserved  fund 
and  Cambridge-street  bridge,  Allston,"  and  in- 
sert "Talbot  avenue";  Lost,  yeas  3,  nays  8,  Aid. 
Allen,  Bromwich,  and  Lee  voting  yea. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  3. 

Yeas— Aid.  Allen,  Bromwich,  Capen,  Carroll, 
Donovan,  Maguire,  C.  W.  Smith,  Sullivan— 8. 

Nays— Aid.  Lee,  McLaughlin,  N.  G.  Smith— 3. 

Sent  down. 

Massachusetts  Avenue. 

Report  on  the  order  (referred  July  25,  1887)  in 
regard  to  the  appropriation  for  land  damages  on 
Massachusetts  avenue — That  in  their  opinion 
the  order  ought  to  pass. 

The  order  is — That  the  superintendent  of 
streets  be  authorized  to  expend  the  balance  of 
the  appropriation  for  land  damages  on  Massa- 
chusetts avenue  in  the  construction  of  the  road- 
way. 

Renort  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule,  yeas  11,  nays  0.    Sent  down. 
Contingent  Fund,  Joint  Committees. 

Report  on  the  order  (recommitted  by  the 
Common  Council)  in  regard  to  the  transfer  of 
$2000  to  the  contingent  fund,  joint  committees- 
Recommending  the  passage  of  the  order  in  the 
following  new  draft: 

Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  be  authorized 
to  transfer  the  sum  of  $2000  from  the  appropria- 
tion for  Cambridge-street  bridge.  Allston,  to  the 
contingent  fund,  joint  committees. 

Report  accepted. 

Aid.  Lee— Is  there  anything  left  in  that  ap- 
propriation? 

The  Chairman— A  few  dollars  after  this  trans- 
fer is  made. 

The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule,  yeas  9,  nays  2.  Aid.  Lee  and  McLaugh- 
lin voting  nay.    Sent  down. 

'  /  Beacon-street  Widening. 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  the  order 
relative  to  a  transfer  Jrom  the  appropriation  for 
Public  Library  building  to  the  appropriation  for 
Beacon-street  widening. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Bridae  Department. 

Report  on  the  order  to  transfer  $9680  from  the 
appropriation  for  Mt.  Washington-avenue  bridge 
to  the  appropriation  for  bridges— That  no  action 
is  necessary. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  the  order  (referred  Dec.  1,  1887,)  to 
transfer  the  balance  of  the  appropriation  for 
Mt.  Washington-avenue  bridge  to  the  appro- 
priation for  the  Bridge  Department — That  in 
their  opinion  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  the  rule  was  sus- 
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pended,  and  the  question  eame  on  the  passage 
of  the  order. 

Aid.  Allen— It  doesn't  seem  to  me  that  it  is 
necessary  to  make  that  transfer  at  this  time.  I 
can  hardly  bring  my  mind  to  believe  it  is  neces- 
sary to  add  that  amount  to  the  bridge  appropri- 
ation. I  therefore  move  that  further  considera- 
tion of  the  order  be  referred  to  the  next  city 
government. 

Aid.  Sullivan  —  The  superintendent  of 
bridges  claims  that  his  department  is  very  much 
crippled  at  the  present  time,  for  want  of  money, 
and  he  asked  me  if  I  would  put  in  that  order.  I 
think  it  will  be  necessary  for  this  government 
or  the  next  one  to  find  some  money,  in  some 
quarter,  to  carry  on  that  department. 

Aid.  Allen — I  think  it  very  probable  that  it 
may  be  necessary  for  the  next  government  to 
find  a  little  money  to  carry  on  that  department. 
Not  very  long  ago,  talking  with  the  superin- 
tendent of  bridges,  he  told  me  he  thought  if  he 
had  a  couple  of  thousand  dollars,  it  would  be 
enough,  and  I  desire  to  take  him  at  his  word, 
and  not  transfer  all  this  balance,  which  amounts 
to  several  thousand  dollars,  to  that  department 
at  the  present  time. 

The  Chairman— $4100. 

Aid.  Allen— Well,  $4100.  Therefore  I  am  op- 
posed to  the  passage  of  the  order  at  the  pres- 
ent time,  and  I  made  the  motion  to  refer  to  the 
next  city  government,  not  because  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  some  money  may  be  needed,  but  be- 
cause I  do  not  believe  that  so  large  a  sum  is 
necessary.  We  ail  know  very  well  that  most  of 
the  work  done  on  bridges  is  done  between  the 
first  of  April  and  the  first  of  November.  Very 
little  is  done  during  the  winter  months.  The 
bridges  are  supposed  to  be  in  complete  order 
during  th  e  term  I  have  name  ,  and  it  only  needs 
a  little  money  to  do  such  work  as  may  be  neces- 
sary during  the  winter,  and  past  experience  has 
shown  that  there  is  very  little  needed.  1  believe 
the  superintendent  of  bridges  stated  that  a 
couple  of  thousand  dollars  was  all  he  needed. 
I  suppose  he  told  the  truth.  I  have  had  no  oc- 
casion to  doubt  that  he  is  a  truthful  man,  and  I 
think  his  case  will  be  well  attended  to  by  the 
next  city  government.  I  think  the  pioper 
action  to  take  w  ould  be  to  refer  it  to  the  next 
city  government. 

Aid.  Carroll— This  is  a  matter  I  have  given 
more  than  passing  attention  to.  especially  since 
the  last  meeting  of  the  Finance  Committee.  At 
the  request  of  Aid.  Sullivan,  who  is  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Bridges,  he  asked  me  in  the 
Finance  Committee  to  present  here  an  order 
and  increase  the  amount  of  money,  and  at  his 
request  that  order  was  presented,  or  he  present- 
ed the  order  and  asked  me  in  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee to  try  and  see  if  we  could  get  the  money. 
The  appropriation  for  Mt.  'Washington-avenue 
bridge  was  512,000.  That  amount  of  money 
was  to  be  spent  by  the  United  States  au- 
thorities in  fixing  up  Mt.  Washington-avenue 
bridge.  That  money  has  not  been  spent  and  can- 
not be  spent.  That  money  has  been  transferred 
to  such  an  extent  that  the  balance  left 
is  $4100;  ?3000  of  that  transfer  has  been  for  the 
repairing  of  Chelsea  bridge.  Not  one  dollar  of 
that  went  into  the  Bridge  Department.  The 
money  had  to  be  used  for  that  bridge  entirely  ; 
S2500  was  used  for  the  building  of  gates  which 
is  now  going  on,  I  believe.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
I  have  seen  the  superintendent  today,  and  I  saw 
the  superintendent  last  Wednesday,  and  my 
reason  for  calling  upon  him  was  that  a  number 
of  men  had  come  to  my  house  and  had  said  that 
they  had  been  discharged.  I  went  to  the  super- 
intendent and  asked  why  they  were  discharged, 
and  he  produced  for  me  a  copy  of  his  expenses 
and  his  condition  financially,  and  showed  that  he 
had  to  discharge  them  because  he  has  not  got  the 
money.  At  the  same  time  he  says  he  has  plenty 
of  work  to  do.  if  he  can  get  the  money  to  do  that 
work.  In  considermg  the  appropriation  for 
bridges,  there  is  a  matter  I  did  not  give  careful 
study  to  until  my  attention  was  called  to  it. 
There  is  a  large  amount  of  money  that  has  to 
be  expended  for  drawtenders  and  assistants,  for 
the  feeding  of  the  horses,  grain,  and  all  such 
things  as  that,  and  the  Bridge  Department  is  in 
just  this  condition  today,  that  if  an  accident 
happened  such  as  happened  a  year  ago  on  Do- 
ver-street bridge,  there  is  not  a  dollar  in  the 
department  to  do  the  work,  and  any  gentleman 
here  who  desires  to  inquire  into  that  fact  can 
easily  ascertain  it  by  calling  upon  the 
superintendent.      I    speak    upon     the     ques- 


tion because  the  district  I  represent  has 
as  many  bridges,  or  more,  I  think,  than 
any  other  section  of  the  city.  There  are 
five  bridges  in  my  section,  and  I  know  pretty 
nearly  the  condition  of  a  large  number  of  them. 
Federal-street  bridge  to-day,  even  to-night,  may 
be  in  a  condition  that  will  cost  a  thousand 
dollars  to  place  it  in  repair.  It  is  out  of  repair. 
The  engineer  recommends,  I  think,  the  expen- 
diture of  §30,000,  in  order  to  construct  a  new 
bridge.  Mt.  Washington-avenue  bridge  is 
turned  by  hand,  and  it  ought  to  be  changed. 
All  these  things  have  been  taken  into  considera- 
tion, and  I  have,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  in  the 
Finance  Committee,  given  to  the  Bridge  Depart- 
ment as  earnest  a  support  as  I  could,  from  the 
fact  that  these  bridges  are  in  the  district  I  re- 
present, and  I  know  to-day  that  the  Bridge 
Department  is  in  need  of  money.  In  the  district 
I  represent  there  are  nine  men  thrown 
out  of  employment,  on  account  of  there  not 
being  an  appropriation  large  enough  to  put 
them  to  work,  the  superintendent  stating  to  me 
personally  that  he  has  a  large  amount  of  work 
that  ought  to  be  done,  but  he  hasn't  the  money 
to  do  it.  That  is,  it  seems  to  me,  a  justification 
for  voting  the  money,  and  I  hope  the  motion  to 
refer  to  the  next  city  government  will  not  pre- 
vail, but  that  the  department  will  have  the 
money  that  really  belongs  to  it.  I  think,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  you  and  other  members  of  the 
Finance  Committee  will  bear  me  out  that  while 
I  have  been  a  member  of  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee I  have  never  voted  for  an  appropriation  to 
he  taken  from  one  department  and  put  into  an- 
other. This  appropriation  belongs  to  the  Bridge 
Department,  and  I  believe  in  transferring  and 
giving  to  the  Bridge  Department  that  appropri- 
ation. If  the  superintendent  speaks  the  truth, 
and  he  certainly  told '  me  that  he  needed  the 
money,  it  seems  to  me  the  only  thing  for  us  to 
do  is  to  give  him  the  money  and  employ  the 
men  now  out  of  employment. 

Aid.  Allen — 1  want  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Chair  and  of  this  Board  to  the  Ordinances,  Chap- 
ter 15,  in  which  it  is  stated,  substantially,  that 
when  a  department  runs  short  of  money— I  do 
not  give  the  exact  words— they  shall  make  a 
communication  to  the  city  government  stating 
what  their  expenses  have  been  and  what  their 
needs  are.  I  submit  that  that  has  not  been  done 
in  this  case,  and  it  ought  to  be  done.  If  the 
matter  is  referred  to  the  next  city  government, 
it  will  give  an  opportunity  to  the  superin- 
tendent of  bridges  to  conform  to  the  ordinance, 
and  to  come  here  in  a  proper  manner.  I  submit 
that  he  has  not  done  so,  and  it  would  be  perfect- 
ly right  to  indefinitely  postpone  the  considera- 
tion of  this  order.  But  I  am  willing  to  take  the 
other  phase  of  the  matter  and  have  it  referred 
to  the  next  city  government,  as  I  have  moved. 
I  don't  make  this  motion  with  any  feeling  of  en- 
mity or  dislike  to  the — 

Aid.  Carroll— I  would  like  to  ask  the  alder- 
man one  question. 

Aid.  Allen— Certainly. 

Aid.  Carroll— If  he  did  not  put  in  an  order 
here  to  take  this  same  34100  for  the  trimming  of 
trees? 

Aid.  Allen — I  believe  I  did  put  in  an  order  of 
that  kind,  sir.  I  should  take  the  same  position — 

Aid.  Carroll— Did  you  not  put  an  order  in  to 
take  this  same  S4100  for  the  tiimming  of  trees? 

Aid.  Allen— In  reply  to  that  I  would  say  that 
I  did,  but  it  was  an  entirely  new  matter,  was 
something  that  was  not  contemplated  in  con- 
nection with  the  expenditures  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Common,  and  was  a  fair  thing  to  put  in. 
If  the  superintendent  of  Common,  of  whose 
committee  I  am  chairman,  should  come  here 
and  ask  for  a  certain  thing  to  be  done,  I  should 
apply  the  same  rule  to  him,  and  say:  "Show  us 
what  you  have  done  with  the  money  you  have, 
and  what  your  needs  are,  and  then  we  will  con- 
sider it."    That  is  the  way  it  is  in  this  case. 

Aid.  Carroll— Did  he  come  in  with  a  de- 
tailed statement  of  the  expenses? 

Aid.  Allen — No,  sir;  he  did  not  come  in. 

Aid.  Carroll— But  you  offered  the  order. 

Aid.  Allen— I  did,  it  is  true.  But  it  is  an  en- 
tirely different  matter  from  the  one  suggested 
here  and  on  a  different  basis. 

The  Chairman  ruled  the  order  in  order  at 
this  time,  under  Rule  14  of  the  joint  rules, 
which  reads  as  follows : 

"Whenever  the  City  Council  shall  order  an 
expenditure  by  any  committee,  board  or  officer, 
either  in  addition  to  the  estimates  on  which  the 
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appropriation  was  made,  or  for  an  object  not  in- 
cluded in  such  estimates,  it  shall  provide  for 
the  payment  of  the  same." 

Aid.  Allen — It  don't  seem  to  me  that  our  rules 
ought  to  override  the  ordinances.  However,  I 
am  willing  to  let  it  stand  on  the  motion  I  have 
made.    I  am  not  going  to  make  an  appeal. 

The  question  came  on  the  motion  to  refer  to 
the  next  city  government,  and  Aid.  Carroll 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  motion  was  lost ;  yeas  3,  navs  8  : 

Yeas-Aid.  Allen,  N.  G.  Smith,  C.  W.  Smith 
—3. 

Nays — Aid.  Bromwich,  Capen,  Carroll,  Dono- 
van, Lee,  Maguire,  McLaughlin,  Sullivan— 8. 

The  order  was  passed ;  yeas  8,  nays  3: 

Yeas— Aid.  Bromwich,  Capen,  Carroll,  Dono- 
van, Lee,  Maguire,  McLaughlin,  Sullivan— 8. 

Nays— Aid.  Allen,  N.  G.  Smith,  C.  W.  Smith 
—3. 

Aid.  Sullivan  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 
Sent  down. 

STEAM  ENGINES. 

Aid.  C.  TV.  Smith  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines : 

Report  recommending  that  a  license  be  grant- 
ed, on  the  usual  conditions,  to  locate  and  use 
steam  boilers  as  follows : 

"The  Dejeuner,"  eight-horse  power,  heating 
and  cooking  purposes,  132  Tremont  street. 

Report  accepted,  license  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

Reports  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to 
withdraw  (petition  abandoned),  on  the  follow- 
ing petitions  : 

James  Scales,  for  license  to  erect  and  use  a 
stationary  steam  engine  of  seven-horse  power, 
at  41  West  Canton  street. 

Thomas  Burke,  to  erect  and  use  a  small  fur- 
nace for  smelting  metals  at  67  India  street. 

Horan  Bros.,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler 
of  nine-horse  power  for  manufacturing  and 
heating  purposes,  at  1395  "Washington  street. 


Reports  severally  accepted. 

Report  that  leave  be  granted  A.  D.  Hender- 
son to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  steam  engine 
of  10-horse  power,  at  rear  of  371  Western  avenue, 
Ward  25. 

Report  accepted,  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

CLERK  HIKE  IN  THE  COURTS, 

Aid.  Carroll,  for  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  presented  requisitions  for  court  hire 
in  the  courts  as  follows : 

Supreme  Judicial  Court,  $170. 

Superior  Civil  Court,  S503.63. 

Approved  and  ordered  paid. 

SALARIES   OF  MEMBERS     OF    BOARD    OF  ALDER- 
MEN. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  an  order— That  His  Honor  the 
Mayor  be  requested  to  petition  the  Legislature 
at  its  next  session  for  the  passage  of  an  act  to 
salary  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rale. 

LA.ND  DAMAGES. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  tne  following : 

Ordered,  That  theie  be  paid  to  JosiahB.  Ken- 
dall the  sum  of  814,000  for  land  taken  and  all 
damages  occasioned  by  the  widening  of  Com- 
monwealth avenue,  by  a  resolve  and  order  of 
the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  passed  Dec. 
8,  1S87,  upon  his  giving  to  the  city  a  deed  or  re- 
lease for  th?  same,  satisfactory  to  the  city  so- 
licitor, and  an  acquittance  and  discharge  for  all 
damages,  costs  and  expenses  in  consequence  of 
said  taking;  and  the  sloping  and  maintenance 
of  the  filling  of  said  widening  of  Commonwealth 
avenue,  on  bis  adjoining  land;  and  that  the 
same  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Com- 
monwealth avenue. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Adjourned,  at  6.37  P  M.,  on  motion  of  Aid. 
Capen.  and  stood  adjourned  to  Saturday  next, 
at  12  M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of    the   Common    Council. 


Thursday,  Dec.  29, 1887. 
Final  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  of  1887 
at  5  P.M.,  President  Barry  in  the  chair,  and  a 
quorum  present. 

RULE  SUSPENDED. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order— That  the  rule 
he  suspended  so  that  all  orders  coming  before 
the  Council  at  this  meeting  may  take  their 
second  reading. 

Passed.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider ; 
lost. 

CARRIAGES. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order— That  the 
city  messenger  be  directed  to  provide  carriages 
for  such  members  of  the  Council  as  may  require 
them  this  evening,  the  expense  to  be  charged  to 
the  contingent  fund  of  the  Common  Council. 

Passed.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider ; 
lost. 

THE  election  laws. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  the  following: 

Whereas  the  following  petition  is  now  in  cir- 
culation: 
"To  the    Massachusetts  Senate  and   House  of 

Representatives  in  General  Court  Assembled : 

"We,  the  undersigned,  respectfully  represent 
that  the  present  system  of  voting  in  this  State, 
requiring  as  it  does  the  printing  of  enormous 
numbers  of  ballots  by  the  different  parties,  and 
the  employment  of  men  to  distribute  them  at 
the  polls,  is  the  cause  of  much  expense  and 
gives  rise  to  much  corruption,  while  by  impair- 
ing or  destroying  secrecy,  it  affords  great  op- 
portunity for  bribery  and  intimidation ;  ,  We 
therefore,  earnestly  petition  for  the  adoption 
by  law  of  that  method  of  voting  known  as  the 
Australian  system,  the  essential  features  of 
which  are  that  ballots  are  printed  at  public  ex- 
pense and  delivered  by  a  public  officer  to  the 
voter  only  when  he  approaches  the  polls,  the 
voting  being  conducted  in  such  manner  that 
there  can  be  no  canvassing  or  solicitation 
of  the  votes,  between  the  time  he  receives  the 
ballot  and  the  time  he  records  his  vote,  and 
that  such  absolute  secrecy  as  to  how  he  votes  is 
secured  as  to  make  bribery  unprofitable  and  in- 
timidation impossible." 

Ordered,  That  the  president  of  the  Common 
Council  of  Boston  be  authorized  to  petition  the 
Legislature  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  this  body 
for  such  legislation  as  is  in  accordance  with  the 
foregoing  memorial  and  request. 

Mi-.  Whall  moved  to  refer  to  the  next  city 
government. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  hope  that  no  such  action 
will  take  place,  and  I  will  ask  the  clerk  to  send 
me  the  order  in  order  that  I  may  read  that 
essential  part  of  it,  thinking  it  impossible  that 
any  member  of  the  Council  can,  after  seeing 
the  object  of  it,  wish  to  defer  action.  This  pe- 
tition, as  the  newspapers  show,  has  been 
prepared  by  the  Knights  of  Labor.  It  is 
one  of  the  measures  which  are  certainly 
well  timed  and  promise  to  be  very  effective  for 
good.  The  object  is  this,  to  ask  for  a  law  which 
shall  provide  for  what  is  termed  the  Australian 
system,  by  which  the  government  provides  the 
ballots  and  especially  that  there  shall  be  no  can- 
vassing or  solicitation  of  the  votes  between  the 
time  he  receives  the  ballot  and  tlie  time  he 
casts  the  vote,  and  that  such  absolute  secrecy 
shall  be  maintained  as  to  how  hevotes  as  to 
make  bribery  unprofitable  and  intimidation 
impossible.  Now  I  do  not  understand  what  the 
Australian  method  is  except  so  far  as  is  set  forth 
here,  and  that  is  all  that  is  necessary  for  us  to 
know,  because  it  is  fully  set  forth  in  the  words 
that  have  been  read.  The  idea  is  to  provide  bal- 
lots in  such  a  way  that  there  shall  be  a  space  al- 
lowed to  every  voter,  during  which  he  shall  be 
free  from  solicitation,  especially  so  that  he  shall 
be  able  to  prepare  his  ballot  in  secrecy,  without 
being  intimidated,  persuaded  or  cajoled  by  any 
person  whatever ;  and,  sir,  as  the  petition  states, 
this  will  make  bribery  impossible  or  unprofita- 


ble. I  think  every  man  attending  the  last  elec- 
tion in  this  city  will  be  entirely  of  the  opinion 
that  one  of  the  things  that  now  calls 
for  immediate  and  instantaneous  action 
by  the  Legislature  is  the  devising  of 
some  method  by  which  the  scandalous 
use-  of  money  in  elections  shall  be  put  an 
end  to.  When"  it  has  come  to  this,  that  a  candi- 
date has  to  spend  $10,000  to  he  elected  a  senator 
from  his  district  or  spend  $7000  or  $8000  for  the 
purpose  of  being  elected  alderman,  and  when 
the  unsuccessful  candidate  must  spend  as  much 
money  for  the  pleasure  of  being  defeated,  it  is 
pretty  evident  that  bribery  and  corruption  are 
among  ks,  unblushing  and  undenied.  It  has 
been  an  evil  of  very  recent  occurrence,  but  it 
has  increased  in  magnitude  most  rapidly 
and  alarmingly.  I,  for  one,  am  glad  that 
the  Knights  of  Labor  have  shown  so  much 
common  sense  and  have  been  so  prompt 
in  action  as  to  come  forward  with  such  a 
quiet,  well-tempered  and  sensible  petition  as  this 
I  think  the  members  of  the  Council  who  are  ex 
officio  well  posted  in  all  the  details  of  politics, 
can  do  no  better  act  at  the  close  of  their  present 
year  of  service  than  to  officially  state  that  they 
believe  such  an  evil  exists,  and  that  the  Legis- 
lature ought  to  furnish  a  remedy.  This  is  not  a 
matter  of  politics  in  one  view,  because  the  ex- 
penditure is  not  confined  to  either  party,  but  the 
scandal  is  one  which  has  got  to  be  altogether 
too  great  to  be  longer  tolerated;  and  I  hope, 
therefore,  that  my  friend,  after  this  explana- 
tion, will  see  that  it  is  better  for  us  to  have  this 
passed  tonight. 

Mr.  Whall— When  i  first  heard  the  order 
read. I  thought  probaMy  we  were  grappling  with 
an  immense  subject  in  the  expiring  hours  of  the 
Council.  I  did  not  fully  comprehend  the  scope 
of  my  friend's  order,  but  after  the  explanation 
he  has  given,  and  feeling,  as  he  does,  that  the 
scandalous  use  of  money  in  our  elections 
should  be  stopped,  and  that  the  Legislature 
of  this  State,  as  well  as  all  subordinate  delib- 
erative assemblies,  should  put  the  stamp  of  dis- 
approval upon  the  scandalous  use  of  money  in 
elections,  I  withdraw  my  motion.  I  believe, 
now,  after  the  explanation  which  has  been 
given,  that  the  order  is  a  move  in  the  right  di- 
rection, whether  or  not  it  includes  all  the  de- 
tails that  should  be  put  into  it,  is  something 
that,  in  the  heat  of  debate,  I  have  not  been  able 
to  ascertain,  hut  I  have  no  doubt,  if  we 
send  an  order  of  this  kind  to  the  Legis- 
lature, or  a  request  of  this  nature,  that 
the  Legislature,  then  sitting  upon  the  matter, 
and  having  all  the  time  that  is  necessary  at 
their  disposal,  can  determine  what  is  the  best 
remedy  to  correct  the  evil  complained  of :  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  they  will  report  a  bill  that 
will  make  ic  at  least  unprofitable  to  use  money, 
and  will  make  intimidation  an  impossibility. 
Therefore  I  will  withdraw  my  motion. 

Mr.  Wilson— In  the  hasty  reading  which  this 
order  has  received,  I  was  not  able  fully  to  com- 
prehend all  its  objects,  or  all  its  sentences.  I 
fully  agree  with  the  gentlemen  from  Wards  12 
and  7  that  if  the  state  of  affairs  exists  that  they 
claim  exists,  some  effort  should  be  made  to 
put  an  end  to  it,  and  I  do  not  arise  here  at  this 
time  to  oppose  this  order  at  all,  but  simply  to 
say  that  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  look 
into  it,  that  I  object  to  being  called  upon  to  vote 
for  a  matter  that  I  haven't  considered,  and  I 
respectfully  ask  the  Council,  through  you,  Mr. 
President,  to  assign  the  matter  to  6  o'clock,  in 
order  that  some  of  the  members  may  have  a 
chance  to  read  the  order  and  understand  it 
more  fully. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  certainly  am  thoroughly  in  favor 
of  anything  that  will  make  corruption  unprofit- 
able or  impossible,  and  I  think  I  am  thoroughly 
in  favor  of  the  gentleman's  order.  I  would  like, 
however,  more  time  to  consider  it,  and  there- 
fore I  am  certainly  in  favor  of  its  being  as- 
signed. One  question  I  shall  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  is  to  explain  more  thoroughly  what 
the  Australian  system  is,  and  I  ask  this  question 
now  so  that  the  gentleman  may  understand  that 
we  want  some-  information  upon  this  point — 
whether  or  not  that  system  is  such  a  one  as  will 
enable  officials  having  in  charge  the  elections, 
to  control  undi  ly  those  elections.  If  there  is 
anything  of  that  kind  involved  in  the  Aus- 
tralian system  I  should  certainly  be  opposed  to 
it.  But  lam  in  favor  of  the  government  provid- 
ing ballots.  I  think  that  system  should  have 
been  adopted   in    this    country  long  ago,  and 
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thereby  render  unnecessary  the  large  funds  that 
have  been  used  in  elections  in  the  past.  I  hope 
the  motion  for  assignment  will  prevail. 

Mr.  McINary— I  am  heartily  in  favor  of  the 
proposed  order,  and  I  agree  fully  with  the  state- 
ments that  have  been  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  "Ward  12.  I  think  his  statements  absolute- 
ly justified  by  the  state  of  affairs.  At  the  same 
time  I  don't  propose  to  take  any  action  against 
assigning  the  matter  over,  because  I  think  a  lit- 
tle examination  of  the  order  presented  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12,  and  of  the  facts  in  the 
case,  will  induce  every  member  here  present  to 
vote  with  him,  and  make  this  vote  practically  a 
unanimous  vote.  Therefore  I  for  one  would  like 
to  see  the  matter  assigned,  unless  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  has  some  good  reason  for  its  not 
being  assigned  to  a  later  hour.  I  cannot  con- 
ceive of  any  one  here  wishing  the  state  of  affairs 
to  exist  that  exists  in  this  city  at  present  to  a 

f:eat  degree,  and,  in  fact,  in  all  American  cities, 
think  every  gentleman  will  vote  for  the  order, 
and  I  hope  the  assignment  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  hope  that  instead  of  being 
assigned  to  G  o'clock  we  will  assign  it  to  half- 
past  5.  After  that  it  will  have  become  a  past 
assignment,  and  I  certainly  shall  not  call  it  up 
while  there  is  any  ether  important  business  to 
attend  to. 

Mr.  Wilson— After  the  gentleman's  explana- 
tion, I  am  in  favor  of  the  assignment. 

The  motion  to  assign  to  half-past  5  o'clock  this 
evening  was  carried. 

DOCUMENTS. 

Mr.  Fowler  offered  an  order— That  the  city 
messenger  be  directed  to  cause  the  usual  num- 
ber of  the  city  documents  and  the  reports  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  City  Council  to  be  bound  and 
distributed  in  the  customary  manner,  the  ex- 
pense attending  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  printing. 

Passed.  Mr.  Fowler  moved  to  reconsider; 
lost.    Sent  up. 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTS— THE  FERRIES. 

Mr.  Fisher  offered  an  order— That  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  East  Boston  Ferries  be  re- 
quested to  cause  the  electric  lights  and  globes 
at  the  South  ferry  to  be  kept  in  proper  condition. 

Passed.  Mr.  Fisher  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 
Sent  up. 

UNFINISHED    BUSINESS    REFERRED. 

Mr.  Chamberlaln  offered  an  order — That  all 
unfinished  matters  in  the  hands  of  the  standing 
or  special  committees  of  this  Common  Council 
be  referred  to  the  next  Common  Council, 

Passed.  Mr.  Chamberlain  moved  to  recon- 
sider; lost. 

Mr.  F.  R.  Morrison  offered  an  order— That 
all  matters  of  an  unfinished  nature  in  the  hands 
of  the  several  joint  standing  and  special  com  ■ 
mittees  of  the  present  City  Council  be  referred 
to  the  next  City  Council. 

Passed.  Mr.  F.  R.  Morrison  moved  to  recon- 
sider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

PAVING  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr.  Gomez  offered  an  order— That  the  amount 
of  $80,000  be  transferred  from  the  fund  for  build- 
ing of  a  new  public  library  to  the  Paving  De- 
partment for  the  immediate  prosecution  of  work 
in  that  department. 

Specially  assigned  to  8.15  P.M.  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Gomez. 

INTERNATIONAL  UNION   OF  BRICKLAYERS. 

Mr.  Carroll  offered  an  order— That  His 
Honor  the  Mavor  be  requested  to  offer  such 
courtesies  as  he  may  deem  necessary  to  enter- 
tain International  Union  of  Bricklayers  and 
Masons  at  their  annual  convention  to  be  held  in 
Boston  Jan.  9, 1888. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  would  like  some  explanation  of 
this  order.  I  do  nor  understand  that  these  in- 
dividuals have  any  official  capacity  in  connec- 
tion with  any  State  or  city  government.  That 
being  so,  I  do  not  see  why  we  should  be  called 
upon  to  spend  money  in  providing  entertain- 
ment for  them. 

Mr.  Carroll— I  offered  this  order  simply  be- 
cause I  thought  the  courtesy  was  due  to  these 
gentlemen.  Some  of  these  gentlemen  coming 
ere  to  attend  this  convention  are  officially  con- 
nected with  the  governments  of  St.  Louis,  Phil- 
adelphia, New  York  and  other  cities.  It  is  the 
first  time  that  they  have  come  to  Boston  in  an- 
nual convention.    The  mayor  and  City  Council 


have  extended  hospitalities  to  other  bodies, 
chemists,  civil  engineers  and  others,  as  they 
considered  them  necessary-  All  that  this  order 
calls  for  is  that  the  mayor  shall  extend  such 
courtesies  as  he  thinks  necessary.  It  might  be 
a  visit  to  the  institutions  in  the  harbor,  and 
might  call  for  no  expenditure  whatever.  I  be- 
lieve we  are  justified  in  requesting  the  mayor 
to  extend  any  courtesies  to  them  that  he  sees 
fit. 

Mr.  F.  Morison  requested  the  clerk  to  read 
the  order,  which  was  done,  and  Mr.  F.  Morison 
moved  to  indefinitely  postpone. 

Mr.  Whall— If  the  members  really  under- 
stood the  purport  of  the  order,  I  think  they 
would  not  vote  for  the  indefinite  postponement. 
We  simply  make  a  request  that  the  mayor  shall 
entertain  certain  distinguished  strarigers,  who 
are  coming  here.  It  does  not  touch  our  funds 
at  all.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  mayor 
had  given  to  him  §5000  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
tending courtesies  to  distinguished  visitors.  It 
his  fund  is  large  enough  to  entertain  these  dis- 
tinguished strangers,  he  will  do  so ;  if  it  is  not 
large  enough,  he  will  not  do  so.  It  is  simply  an 
expression  of  opinion  on  our  part  that  we  think 
these  gentlemen  are  worthy  to  be  entertained. 

Mr.  F.  Morison— I  think  the  mayor  is  the  best 
judge  as  to  whether  he  should  expend  that 
amount,  and  not  the  Council.  Therefore  I  have 
moved  to  indefinitely  postpone. 

Mr.  Ladd— It  is  no  doubt  true,  as  the  gentle- 
man says,  that  this  matter  is  entirely  hi  the 
hands  of  the  mayor.  Therefore  it  is  apparent 
to  everybody  that  this  order  is  unnecessary.  If 
the  mayor  sees  fit  to  entertain  these  strangers 
he  has  the  money  to  do  so,  because  it  is  shown, 
from  the  argument  advanced,  that  he  has  had 
$5000  given  him  for  like  purposes,  and  therefore 
he  can  exercise  his  discretion  in  the  matter,  and 
the  reasons  given  for  our  asking  him  to  do  so 
have  no  bearing  upon  the  case.  We  know  that 
when  appropriations  are  exhausted  parties  in- 
terested in  those  appropriations  ask  that  trans- 
fers may  be  made.  We  do  not  know  but  that 
the  mayor  will  do  just  the  same  as  other  de- 
partments do.  But  certainly  he  is  relieved  of 
the  responsibility  when  we  take  the  responsibil- 
ity of  requesting  him.  He  would  not  feel  like 
going  contrary  to  the  request  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil, but  if  left  to  his  own  option  he  might  not 
expend  any  money  for  this  purpose.  It  seems  to 
me  the  gentlemen  who  introduced  and  favored 
this  order  are  injuring  themselves.  Distin- 
guished men  come  here  from  all  parts  of  the 
country— bankers,  mercnants,  and  others— and 
are  not  entertained.  If  the  thing  is  carried  on 
this  way  it  is  going  to  disgust  everybody,  if  we 
have  to  entertain  everybody  interested  in  the 
labor  or  any  other  movement.  I  hope  the  order 
will  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  think  we  have  wasted  time 
enough  on  this  matter.  For  my  own  part  I  shall 
vote  against  the  order  because  I  think  it  en- 
tirely unnecessary.  I  think  it  is  time  to  come 
to  a  vote,  and  I  move  the  previous  question. 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whali  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading, 
read  a  second  time,  and  passed ;  yeas  27,  nays  20; 

Yeas— Barry.  Carroll,  Coyle,  Dolan.  Duggan, 
Foss,  Gomez.  Haggerty,  Harrington.  Hayes,  Kel- 
ley,  Leary,  McEnaney,  McKenna,  McNary,  J. 
Murphy,  J.  J.  Murphv,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Nunan. 
Perry,  Reilly,  Short,  E.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan, 
Sundberg.  Teevens.  Whall— 27. 

Nays— Atwood.  Blume,  Bowman,  Carstensen, 
Chamberlain,  Clark.  Dewey,  Fisher,  Fowler, 
Frost,  Ladd,  Lauten,  F.  Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison, 
Perkins,  Richards,  Sanger,  Thayer,  Whitmore, 
Wilson— 20. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Burr,  Cochran,  Cole- 
man, Connolly,  Davem,  Desmond.  Dunn,  Fot- 
tler,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Keliher, 
Kennedy,  Lattimore,  Light,  Mahoney,  Norton, 
O'Mealey.  C.  C.  Powers.  E.  J.  Powers,  Shaw, 
Snow,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  Tracy,  Tuttle,  Webster 
—25. 

Mr.  Carroll  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 
Sent  up. 

LEASE     OF  CITY    BUILDING    ON    TREMONT    AND 
WALPOLE  STREETS. 

Mr.  Duggan  offered  an  order— That  the  super- 
intendent of  public  buildings,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested  to 
lease,  for  a   term  of  years,  to  the  Friendship 
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Court,  Order  of  Foresters,  the  city's  building- 
situated  at  the  corner  of  Trerront  and  Walpole 
streets,  at  an  annual  rental  of  §300,  and  upon 
such  other  terms  and  conditions  as  he  may  deem 
for  the  best  interests  of  the  city. 

The  question  came  on  giving  the  order  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  T.atvd— T  didn't  hear  the  order,  and  would 
like  to  hear  it  read  for  information. 

The  clerk  read  the  order. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  move  that  that  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Whatever  may  be  the  merits 
of  the  matter,  I  think  that  is  a  very  unfair  mo- 
tion. Of  course  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings will  never  meet  again  this  year:  conse- 
quently, that  is  an  indirect  way  of  killing  the 
order.  If  the  object  is  a  good  one,  and  I  know 
nothing  about  it  except  from  hearing  the  order 
read,  the  order  ought  to  be  passed  on  its  merits 
now.  Therefore  I  hope  the  motion  to  refer  will 
be  withdrawn,  because  it  is  entirely  unfair  at 
the  present  time. 

Mr.  Duggan— This  matter,  I  believe,  has  al- 
ready been  before  the  Council  in  a  different 
form.  It  has  come  before  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings,  but  they  were  unable  to  se- 
cure a  quorum.  As  this  government  is  about  to 
cease  to  exist,  and  the  object  for  which  this 
building  is  intended  is  a  good  one,  th^.t  is.  to  fit 
up  a  reading  room  for  the  young  men  of  the  dis- 
trict in  that  locality,  referring  it  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Buildings  will  delay  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  purpose  of  the  order.  I  had  a 
petition  of  500  taxpayers  of  the  district,  heavy 
taxpayers,  which  I  intended  to  present  to  the 
committee  at  a  meeting  this  afternoon,  but  they 
didn't  have  a  meeting.  For  that  reason,  I  hope 
the  order  will  pass  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Leaey— I  hope  the  order  will  pass,  and 
I  think  if  there  is  any  information  to  be  re- 
ceived we  ought  to  receive  it  from  some  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings.  As 
the  gentlemen  has  said,  this  order  was  intro- 
duced some  time  ago,  or  an  order  in  substance 
similar  to  the  one  now  introduced.  The  only 
difference,  I  understand,  is  that  there  is  a  price 
set  in  the  present  order— §300.  Now  the  ques- 
tion is,  is  §300  a  sufficient  sum  for  that  build- 
ing for  this  coming  year?  If  any  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  says 
it  is.  I  think  it  is  one  duty  in  the  interest 
of  the  city  to  pass  this  order,  I  think  the 
gentleman  has  adopted  a  very  fair  means 
to  get  his  order  before  the  Council.  It  can- 
not he  reported  on  by  that  committee,  :and, 
of  course,  if  we  don't  pass  it  tonight  it  cannot 
be  passed.  Now  I  think  that  courtesy  and 
everything  else  demands  that  this  order  shonld 
be  passed.  There  is  no  reason  against  it,  and  I 
hope  the  order  will  be  passed. 

Mr.  Wilson — I  have  some  familiarity  with  the 
premises  in  question,  though,  unfortunately,  I 
am  not  on  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 
In  the  early  part  of  the  year  this  building  was 
taken  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and 
they  recommended  that  the  building  be  sold  at 
public  auction.  The  report  of  that  committee 
was  not  accepted,  but,  instead,  this  building  was 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee  on  Fire 
Department,  it  being  stated  at  that  time,  and 
repeatedly  stated  since  then,  particularly  by 
Mr.  Connolly,  that  the  Fire  Department  intend- 
ed to  use  that  building  at  some  future  date,  not 
very  remote,  for  purposes  of  the  department. 
After  that  the  building  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Fire  Department,  and  the  gentleman, 
Mr.  Duggan,  brought  in  an  order  of  similar  pur- 
port to  the  one  now  introduced,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  item  §300,  rental  for  the  building,  as 
I  believe,  and  that  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Buildings.  That  committee  has 
made  no  report.  Presumably  the  building  is  re- 
quired for  some  purposes  connected  with  the 
city  department.  At  any  rate  .until  that  com- 
mittee make  a  report,  and  until  the  Committee 
on  Fire  Department,  who  have  special  charge  of 
this  building,  it  having  been  put  into  their 
hands  by  the  request  of  Mi-.  Connolly,  make 
some  report,  stating  that  they  have  nothing  to 
use  that  building  for,— no  purpose  connected 
with  the  Fire  Department, — it  seems  to  me 
highly  improper  for  the  City  Council,  on  the  re- 
quest of  an  individual  member,  to  undertake  to 
lease  the  premises,  whatever  the  rent  may  be. 
But,  apart  from  that,  it  seems  to  me  this  rental 
of  §300  is  not  a  fair  equivalent  for  the  use  and 
occupation  of  a  building  of  that  size.    We  have 


had  very  many  instances  the  present  year  where 
an  individual,  influenced  by  the  best  of  motives, 
and  desiring  to  do  what  was  right  and  proper, 
has  introduced  orders  on  his  individual  respon- 
sibility, and  we  have  had  occasion  to  find  out 
many  "weeks  afterwards  that  such  individual 
responsibility  has  been  misplaced,  and  we  have 
been  obliged  to  take  the  back  track.  Now  I 
don't  see  how  the  city  can  suffer  any  injury  by 
referring  this  matter  to  the  next  city  govern- 
ment, and  I  would  make  that  motion,  to  refer  it 
to  the  next  city  government. 

Mr.  Gomez  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Sanger — I  hope  the  main  question  will 
not  be  put.  I  am  surprised  at  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  13  after  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  which  certainly 
should  have  convinced  every  member  of  this 
body  that  the  matter  has  not  been  sufficiently 
considered  by  this  body  during  the  year,  and 
should  go  to  the  next  government  as  a  matter 
of  course.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  19  is  to 
be  a  member  of  the  next  government,  and  can 
then  state  what  his  friends  wish  in  the  matter 
of  leasing  this  buildinar.  Mr.  Connolly  of  Ward 
22  is  not  here  tonight,  but  every  member  will 
recollect  his  statement  that  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment would  very  likely— I  do  not  say  undoubt- 
edly— have  some  use  which  they  desire  to  make 
of  this  building.  I  hope  the  previous  question 
will  not  be  ordered. 

Mr.  Leaky — I  hope  the  previous  question  will 
be  put.  Now,  I  understand  this  matter— I  don't 
know  much  about  the  Duilding  and  speak  only 
from  information— in  this  light:  We  have  a 
vacant  building  in  that  district,  bringing  no  in- 
come to  the  city  of  Boston.  If  we  adopt  the 
course  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
19,  the  mayor  would  have  the  right  to  put  the 
number  of  years  in  the  lease  and  let  it  to  that 
organization  for  a  year  at  §300  or  for  a  term  of 
years.  If  vou  pursue  that  course  the  city  will 
derive  some  income  from  the  building.  The 
city  has  not  needed  the  building  for  many  years. 
I  have  not  heard  any  reason  given  against  leas- 
ing the  building.  I  think  the  gentleman  took 
the  proper  course :  he  first  put  in  an  order  and 
had  it  referred  to  the  Committee  on. Public 
Buildings,  and  the  committee  has  not  reported 
for  or  against  the  order.  I  can  see  nothing  else 
the  gentleman  could  have  done  except  to  put  in 
this  order,  and  if  I  were  in  his  place  I  would  call 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Blume- I  had  hoped  not  to  trouble  this 
body  with  any  more  remarks  this  year.  It  may 
have  been  observed  that  I  have  not  troubled  the 
Council  with  extended  remarks  for  some  weeks 
But  I  cannot  sit  here  at  this  last  meeting  with- 
out entering  my  protest  against  so  unwarranted, 
unseemly  and  outrageous  an  order  as  this.  If 
this  order  is  to  be  entertained  and  favorably 
passed  upon  by  this  body,  I  venture  the  pre- 
diction that  in  a  short  t'ine  you  will  have  peti- 
tions in  here  signed  not  only  by  individuals, 
but  by  hordes  of  the  best  people  and  so-called 
good  citizens,  th  t  any  public  building  and  any 
public  property  of  the  city  of  Boston  shall  be 
dedicated  to  private  uses.  I  understood  the  his- 
tory of  this  building  to  be  that  it  was  con- 
demned as  unfit  for  a  schoolhouse.  Rumor  said 
it  was  vacated  because  somebody  had  a  bar- 
room within  300  feet  legal  limit;  whether  that 
be  true  or  not  I  care  not ;  I  hope  it  is  not  true, 
but  there  were  rumors  current  to  that  effect. 
At  any  rate,  the  building  was  vacated  as  unfit 
for  a  schoolhouse.  Now.  forsooth,  it  is  proposed 
to  dedicate  it  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  young 
men  out  of  bar-rooms  and  off  the  streets.  We 
have  no  business  to  let  public  buildings  for  such 
purposes,  and  I  «ay  that  it  is  an  outrageous  pro- 
position. If  you  permit  this  to  be  done  the 
city's  property  is  not  safe  for  one  hour  from  the 
encroachments  of  private  uses  obtained  through 
the  generosity  of  members  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil and  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  If  this  was  such  a 
crying  necessity  during  the  winter  why  has  not 
the  gentleman  on  my  left  urged  it  months  ago? 
Is  it  proper  to  rush  in  here  at  the  last  meeting  of 
thi<  body  and  insist  that  this  is  such  an  urgent 
matter  that  it  should  be  put  through  immedi- 
ately? I  can  hardly  think  that  the  gentleman 
believes  in  dedicating  public  property  to  private 
uses.  I  feel  it  in  my  bones  that  all  my  protests 
will  be  left  out,  because  you  gentlemen  in  the 
majority  are  in  favor  of  anything  that  you  want 
personally,  and  thatyour  friends  insist  upon.  I 
have  seen  that  spirit  manifested  again  and 
again,  and|I  have  seen  it  with  painful  feelings. 


1072 


COMMON     COUNCIL 


If  you  do  this  thing,  it  will  be  in  the  same  line 
with  similar  measures  that  have  been  passed 
throughout  the  year.  I  hope  that  the  order  will 
not  pass  and  that  the  main  question  will  not  be 
ordered. 

The  main  question  was  declared  lost  by  a  di- 
vision, 18  in  favor,  26  against. 

Mr.  Leary  doubted  the  vote,  and  on  his  mo- 
tion the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  Council  refused  to  order  the  main  ques- 
tion ;  yeas,  25,  nays,  27, 

Yeas— Carroll,  Coyle,  Desmond,  Dolan,    Dug- 

fan,  Foss,  Gomez,  Haggerty,  Harrington,  Hayes, 
Lelley,  Leary,  McEnaney,  McKenna,  J.  Murphy, 
W.  H.  Murphy,  Nunan,  Perry,  Reilly,  Short, 
R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevens,  Whall,  Whit- 
more— 25. 

Nays— Atwood,  Blume,  Bowman,  Carstensen, 
Chamberlain,  Clark,  Dewey,  Fisher,  Fottler, 
Fowler,  Frost,  Ladd,  Lattimore,  Lauten,  Light, 
F.  Morison.  F.  R.  Morrison.  Perkins,  C.  C.  Powers, 
Richards,  Sanger,  Shaw,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan, 
Thayer,  Tuttle,  Wilson— 27. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Barry,  Burr,  Cochran, 
Coleman,  Connolly,  Davern,  Dunn.J.  Gallagher, 
P.  J.  Gallagher,  Keliher,  Kennedy,  Mahoney, 
McNary,  J.  J.  Murphy,  Norton,  O'Mealey,  E.  J. 
Powers,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  Tracy,  Webster— 20. 

Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  refer  to  the  next  eity 
government. 

Mi\Fr.ost— I  second  that  motion,  and  certainly 
hope  it  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  had  practically  just  as  soon  it 
would  be  referred  to  the  next  city  government, 
as  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings, but  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that  the 
motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  takes  precedence  of  the  reference  to 
the  next  city  government. 

Mr.  C.  C.  Powers— As  there  is  an  order  em- 
bracing the  substance  of  this  order,  now  before 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  I  hope  it 
will  be  referred  to  that  committee. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings. 

INCIDENTAL  AND  CONTINGENT  BILLS. 

The  following  was  received : 

Auditor's  Office,  City  Hall,  1 
Dec.  29,  1887.  J 

To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council. 

Gentlemen,— In  compliance  with  the  order  of 
Dec.  22,  1887,  I  respectfully  submit  the  accompa- 
nying copies  of  the  bills,  to  pay  which  addition- 
al appropriations  were  asked  for  in  City  Docu- 
ments, numbers  169  and  170  Under  the  order  of 
the  City  Council  authorizing  an  expenditure  of 
$5000  by  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  for  the  reception 
of  distinguished  guests,  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  incidental  expenses,  there  re- 
mained Dec.  1,  unexpended,  $1159.54.  There  are 
also  to  be  paid  from  the  appropriation  for  inci- 
dental expenses,  amounts  for  ringing  the  bells 
on  Washington's  birthday,  expenses  before  Com- 
mittees of  the  Legislature,  providing  soup  for 
the  poor,  and  damages  upon  executions  of  court 
and  settlements  by  the  Committee  on  Claims. 
Very  respectfully, 

James  H.  Dodge, 

City  Auditor. 

The  Clerk— Accompanying  this  communica- 
tion are  copies  of  the  bills. 

Placed  on  file. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fowler  Nos.  1  to  3  inclusive 
were  acted  on  together,  viz. : 

1.  Report  of  the  Fire  Commissioners,  inexpe- 
dient to  allow  members  of  the  Fire  Department 
to  have  one  holiday  a  week. 

2.  Notice  of  the  indefinite  postponement  of 
the  order  requesting  the  Board  of  Police  to  fur- 
nish the  City  Council  certain  information  in  re- 
gard to  robberies. 

3.  Notice  of  the  indefinite  postpontment  of  the 
order  concerning  the  employment  of  labor  by 
the  day  in  the  construction  of  Stony  brook. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fowler  Nos.  4  to  14  inclusive 
were  acted  on  together,  viz. : 

4.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,— leave  to 
withdraw,  on  petition  of  Benjamin  Dickerman 
et  al.  for  compensation  for  land  taken  at  New- 
ton Highlands,  and  damages  to  other  lands  in 
construction  of  an  aqueduct  by  the  city. 

5.  ReDort  of  same  committee,— leave  to  with 
draw,  on  petition  of  John  C.  Nichols  to  be  paid 
for  damages  to  steam  lighter  Revere. 


6.  Report  of  same  committee, — leave  to  with- 
draw, on  petition  of  Thomas  Norton  for  compen- 
sation for  personal  injuries  received  whil  at 
work  in  the  Paving  Department. 

7.  Report  of  same  committee. — leave  t°  with- 
draw, on  petition  of  John  Kenney  for  compensa- 
tion for  damage  to  his  business  from  sewage 
and  street  filling. 

8.  Report  of  same  committee,— leave  to  with- 
draw, on  petition  of  Freeman  Bowker  to  be  re- 
funded amounts  paid  for  the  deeds  of  certain  es- 
tates sold  by  the  city  for  unpaid  taxes,  on  ac- 
count of  alleged  invalidity  of  said  deeds. 

9.  Report  of  Committee  on  Police, — asking  to 
he  relieved  from  further  consideration  of  the 
subject  of  the  ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  6  of 
the  Revised  Ordinance  of  1885,  relative  to  the 
pay  of  watchmen. 

10.  Report  of  same  committee, — no  action  nec- 
essary on  the  order  to  remove  the  police  signal- 
box  at  the  corner  of  Boylston  and  Berkeley 
streets. 

11.  Report  of  same  committee, — no  action  nec- 
essary on  the  ord' r  for  investigation  of  the 
Board  of  Police  in  regard  to  its  action  relative 
to  the  South  Boston  Railroad  Coinpany. 

12.  Report  of  Committee  on  Water,— no  fur- 
ther action  necessary  on  part  of  City  Council  on 
the  order  relative  to  painting  the  water-tank 
on  Mt.  Bellevue. 

13.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Improved 
Sewerage,— no  action  necessary  on  the  order 
for  the  erection  of  dwelling-houses  at  Old  Har- 
bor Point. 

14.  Report  of  same  committee, — no  action  nec- 
essary on  the  petition  of  certain  employees  of 
the  city,  at  the  Pumping  Station,  Main  Drain- 
age Works,  for  increase  of  selaries. 

Severally  accepted  in  concurrence. 

15.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,— no  action 
necessary  on  the  order  relative  to  a  transfer 
from  the  appropriation  for  public  library  build- 
ing to  the  appropriation  for  Beacon-street  wid- 
ening. 

Referred  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ladd  to  the  next 
city  government.    Sent  up. 

16.  Report  of  same  committee, — no  action  nec- 
essary on  the  order  for  a  transfer  of  $9680  from 
the  appropriation  for  Mt.  Washington-avenue 
bridge  to  the  appropriation  for  bridges. 

Accepted  in  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fowler  Nos.  17  and  18  were 
acted  on  together,  viz. : 

17.  Report  of  Committee  on  Police,  recom- 
mending reference  to  the  next  city  government 
of  an  ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  26  of  the  Re- 
vised Ordinances  of  1885. 

18.  Report  of  same  committee,  recommending 
reference  to  the  next  city  government  of  the  or- 
der for  the  improvement  of  the  sanitary  condi- 
tion of  prison  cells. 

Severally  accepted  and  said  references  or- 
dered in  concurrence. 

19.  Older  authorizing  the  city  treasurer,  in 
negotiating  the  public  park  construction  loan 
authorized  by  orders  of  Jan.  4, 1887,  and  Feb.  10, 
1887,  to  allow  a  rate  of  interest  of  4  per  cent  per 
annum,  payable  semi-annually.  (Passed  as  a 
substitute  for  a  similar  order  passed  by  this 
Council  and  ruled  out  because  it  had  not  been 
passed  by  a  two-third's  vote  by  yeas  and  nays.) 

Passed  in  concurrence;  yeas  54,  naysO: 

Yeas— Atwood,  Barry,  Blume,  Bowman,  Car- 
roll, Carstensen,  Chamberlain,  Cochran,  Cole- 
man, Coyle,  Desmond,  Dewey.  Dolan,  Duggan, 
Fisher,  Foss.  Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost,  Gomez, 
Haggerty,  Harrington,  Hayes.  Keliher,  Ladd, 
Lattimore,  Lauten,  Leary.  Light,  McEnaney, 
McKenna,  McNary,  F.  Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison, 
J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Nunan,  Perkins, 
Perry,  C  C.  Powers,  Reilly,  Richards,  Sanger, 
Short,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg, 
Teevens,  Thayer,  Tuttle,  Whall,  Whitmore, 
Wilson— 54. 

Nays— 0. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Burr.  Clark,  Connolly, 
Davern,  Dunn.  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher, 
Kelley,  Kennedy.  Mahoney,  J.  J.  Murphy,  Nor- 
ton, O'Mealey,  E.  J.  Powers,  Shaw,  J.  H.  Sul- 
livan. Tracey,  Webster— 18. 

20.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  and  order 
(new  draft)  for  transfers  to  incidental  expenses, 
viz.:  From  reserved  fund,  $10,407.78;  from  ap- 
propriation for  Cambridge-street  bridge,  Alls- 
ton,  $4692.22. 

The  repoit  was  accepted  and  the  order  read. 
Mr.  F.  Morison— I  desire  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment to  this  order  similar  to  the  one  offered  by 
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me  and  adopted  by  the  Council  at  the  last  meet- 
ing: 

"Provided,  that  the  auditor  is  hereby  directed 
not  to  audit  any  bill  for  payment  from  the 
money  so  transferred,  unless  such  bill  is  fully 
itemized." 

I  am  perfecily  wilKng  to  vote  for  the  order  if 
that  amendment  is  made. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  think  the  Council  went 
into  this  matter  quite  fully  at  the  last  meeting 
and  I  don't  see  any;  reason  to  go  over  it  all  again. 
This  amendment  is  merely  a  direction  to  the 
auditor  that  he  must  have  itemized  the  bills 
which  are  to  be  paid  out  of  this  fund.  I  don't 
think  anybody  objected  to  this  amendment  and 
we  sent  it  in  this  form  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. But  they  seem  to  have  omitted  it  in 
their  report.  Unless  somebody  has  new  light 
on  the  subject,  I  hope  we  shall  not  waste  any 
time  on  the  proviso,  which  seems  to  be  reasona- 
ble and  right. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  —  I  move  to  strike  out 
$4592.22  from  the  appropriation  for  Cambridge- 
street  bridge,  Allston, 

Mr.  Gomez— I  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  understand  the  question  before 
the  house  is  on  the  amendment  offered  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  25. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  raise  the  point  of  order, 
that  after  the  two  amendments  had  been  pro- 
posed, Mr.  Gomez  moved  the  previous  question. 
I  take  that  to  be  the  question  before  the  house 
now. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  understand  the  Chair  did  not 
recognize  the  gentleman  from  Ward  13. 

The  President— The  Chair  recognized  Mr. 
Gomez  of  Ward  13.  The  question  is,  shall  the 
main  question  be  put. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  trust  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
13  will  withdraw  that  motion.  Certainly  if  the 
motion  is  insisted  on  and  carried,  I  think  this 
appropriation  cannot  be  passed  here  tonight.  I 
certainly  shall  oppose  it  most  strenuously  in  its 

firesent  shape.  1  do  not  believe  it  can  be  passed, 
f  the  gentleman  is  interested  in  having  the 
order  pass  and  will  withdraw  the  motion  we 
may  get  the  matter  hi  such  shape  that  it  can  be 
passed  tonight.  I  shall  oppose  the  previous 
question,  because  if  it  is  ordered  the  question 
then  comes  upon  the  transfer  from  this  fund, 
which  I  object  to,  because  if  we  do  that  we  actu- 
ally take  from  tne  reserve  fund  every  dollar  and 
cent  there  is  in  it,  and  there  will  be  nothing  to 
rely  upon  whatever.  The  last  auditor's  report 
says  that  only  96  cents  remained  in  the  inciden- 
tal fund.  As  I  understand  it  the  practice  has 
been  to  transfer  from  the  reserve  fund  to  the 
incidental  fund  for  the  purpose  of  paying  judg- 
ments against  the  city.  This  small  sum  in  the 
reserve  fund  is  the  only  resource  left  with  which 
to  pay  judgments  against  the  city  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  financial  year.  Certainly  it  will 
be  the  height  of  folly  to  take  everything  from 
the  reserve  fund  which  is  relied  upon  for  trans- 
fers to  pay  judgments  against  the  city.  I  shall 
oppose  the  transfer  of  this  money  from  the  re- 
serve fund  because  it  will  prevent  the  paying  of 
judgments  against  the  city  of  Boston. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  hope  the  previous  question 
will  be  put,  to  shut  off  just  such  debate  as 
we  have  been  listening  to  from  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  10.  Two  amendments  are  pending, 
one  from  the  gentleman  from  Brighton  and  one 
from  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9.  Neither  will 
be  cut  off  by  the  previous  question.  Now,  I 
merely  wish  to  remark  that  the  reserved  fund 
is  not  the  fund  from  which  judgments  are  paid. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  rise  to  correct  the  gentleman.  I 
did  not  say  judgments  are  paid  from  the  re- 
i  erved  fund,  but  that  it  is  the  fund  from  which 
transfers  are  made  to  pay  judgments. 

Mr.  Whitmore— If  the  gentleman  did  not 
state  it  directly,  he  did  by  implication.  The 
object  of  this  transfer  is  to  put  money  into  the 
incidental  fund,  from  which  judgments  may  be 
paid.    I  hope  we  shall  order  the  main  question, 

The  main  question  was  declared  ordered.  Mr. 
Ladd  doubted  the  vote  and  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  but  pending  a  count  he  withdrew  the 
call. 

Mr.  Morison's  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Chamberlain's  amendment  was  lost. 

The  order  as  amended  was  notpasssed;  yeas 
40,  nays  17 : 

)Teas— Atwood,  Barry,  Bowman,  Carroll,  Car- 
stensen.  Cochran,  Coleman,  Coyle,  Desmond, 
Dewey,  Dolan,  Duggan,  Fisher.  Foss,  Gomez, 
Haggerty,  Harrington,  Hayes,  Keliher,  Kelley, 


Lauten,  Leary.  McEnaney,  McKenna,  McNary* 
J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Nunan,  Perry,  C.  C. 
Powers,  Reilly,  Shaw,  Short,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R. 
Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevens,  Tuttle,  Whall, 
Whitmore— 40. 

Nays— Blume,  Chamberlain,  Fottler,  Fowler, 
Frost,  Ladd,  Lattimore,  Light,  F.  Morison,  F. 
R.  Morrison,  Perkins.  Richards,  Sanger,  Snow, 
E.  Sullivan,  Thayer,  Wilson— 17. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Burr,  Clark,  Connolly, 
Davern,  Dunn.  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher, 
Kennedy,  Mahoney,  J.  J.  Murphy,  Norton, 
O'Mealey,  E.  J.  Powers,  Tracy,  Webster— 15. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  must  admit  that  I  was  under  a 
misapprehension  in  regard  to  this  order,  and  I 
shall  move  to  reconsider,  hoping  that  the  recon- 
sideration may  prevail,  so  that  we  may  pass  the 
order  tonight.  I  didn't  notice  in  the  hurry  of 
debate  that  it  was  a  transfer  to  the  incidental 
fund,  which  is  the  fund  out  of  which  judgments 
are  paid,  as  I  knew  very  well.  But  I  didn't  know 
that  the  transfer  was  to  that  fund.  I  thought 
the  order  was  to  take  the  money  out  of  the  re- 
served fund  without  making  any  provision  for 
judgments.  I  see  that  this  is  a  transfer  to  that 
very  fund  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  judgments 
and  so  that  it  may  be  all  used  for  that  purpose, 
and  I  hope  that  the  reconsideration  will  prevail 
and  that  this  order  will  be  passed. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  recon- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  hope  reconsideration  will 
not  prevail.  We  have  just  had  an  exhibition 
and  practical  experience  of  what  some  people 
will  do  in  a  hurry,  in  refusing  to  do  what  most 
people  would  think  to  be  a  proper  thing,  name- 
ly, to  make  a  transfer  so  as  to  provide  for 
payment  of  the  city  debts.  The  15  or  16 
gentlemen  taking  the  other  side  have  the  con- 
solation of  knowing  that  on  account  of  their 
action  the  next  city  government  will  have  the 
trouble  of  attending  to  this.  As  time  is  short, 
I  now  move  that  we  proceed  to  the  next  item. 
The  bills  have  got  to  be  paid,  and  the  next  city 
government  can  provide  for  them.  Why  trouble 
ourselves  about  it? 

Mr.  Gomez— I  trust  that  this  reconsideration 
will  prevail.  I  don't  think  that  because  one 
member  in  this  chamber  undertakes  to  do  a 
very  foolish  thing,  another  member  should  fol- 
low suit.  We  have  some  judgments  to  pay. 
some  just  debts  to  pay,  and  they  are  to  be  paid 
from  this  fund ;  and  there  is  no  reason  at  all 
why  this  should  go  to  the  next  city  government. 
It  is  just  as  well  for  this  city  government  to  at- 
tend to  it,  if  it  can  be  done.  I  think  the  amend- 
ment introduced  and  offered  by  the  member 
from  Ward  9  ought  to  suit  everybody,  that  this 
measure  is  a  proper  one,  and  that  the  money  is 
to  be  expended  in  a  proper  way,  and  every  cent 
will  be  accounted  f i  >r,  since  every  item  to  be 
paid  is  to  be  accounted  for  in  detail.  I  trust  the 
motion  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Blume— I  hope  the  motion  to  reconsider 
will  not  prevail,  and  I  will  give  you  one  very 
brief  reason  why.  I  say,  let  the  sins  of  this  gov- 
ernment be  visited  in  part  upon  the  next.  I  am 
free  to  stand  on  that  record.  I  say  this  transfer 
would  not  have  become  necessary  if  we  had  ex- 
pended the  moneys  entrusted  to  our  hands  dur- 
ing the  current  year  in  a  proper,  judicious,  and 
economical  manner.  I  say  that  not  passing  a 
transfer  to  pay  the  bills  that  are  not  paid  will 
have  a  very  salutary  effect  on  the  future  city 
government.  Let  it  be  a  warning  that  in  the 
future  members  of  the  city  government  for  the 
years  during  which  they  shall  have  cheir  official 
life  shall  so  spend  the  appropriations  that  there 
will  not  be  any  need  of  taking  action  of  this 
kind.  Appropriations  are  made  each  year  that 
are  ample,  and  in  some  years  much  more  than 
they  ought  to  be,  but  they  are  always  drained. 
We  have  96  cents  in  one  appropriation  and  4 
cents  in  another.  I  say  let  no  reconsideration 
prevail,  but  let  the  consequences  of  our  deeds  be 
talked  about  and  considered  by  the  future  city 
government.  Then  they  will  take  warning  by 
the  condition  we  find  ourselves  in.  and  will  so 
spend  their  money  in  the  future  that  they  will 
not  be  short  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  helpless, 
as  we  have  found  ourselves. 

Mr.  C.  C.  Powers— It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, that  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  who 
has  just  sat  down  are  not  appropriate  to  this 
case  unless  he  has  some  more  information  than 
manv  other  members  of  the  Council  and  myself 
have.  The  third  section  of  joint  rule  14  says 
that  no  expenditure  shall  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
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propriation  for  incidentals  excepting  amounts 
necessary  to  pay  judgments,  to  settle  claims 
£>  against  the  city,  and  transfers.  Now  it  seems  to 
me  that  it  has  not  been  shown  that  there  haye 
been  any  unnecessary  transfers  from  this  inci- 
dental fund ;  in  fact  I  cannot  recall  any  unneces- 
sary claims.  Perhaps  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims  can  give  some  information  in 
regard  to  that,  but  if  there  are  judgments  to  be 
paid  I  think  this  reconsideration  should  prevail 
and  that  the  funds  should  be  provided  in  which, 
to  pay  them. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  trust  the  reconsideration 
will  prevail,  because  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
30,  who  is  as  economical  as  any  other  gentleman 
in  the  Council,  has  admitted  that  he  made  a 
mistake  in  voting  no.  I  think  the  gentleman 
who  succeeded  him,  in  speaking  of  this  measure 
without  any  special  reference  to  it.  voted  yes 
and  then  changed  from  yes  to  no,  and  was  at 
that  time  undetermined  as  to  which  way  he 
should  vote.  With  two  gentlemen  on  the  Re- 
publican side,  one  admitting  that  he  was  in 
error  and  the  other  admitting  that  he  did  not 
understand  the  question  he  was  voting  on,  he 
then  raised  the  argument  that  the  sins  of  this 
government  should  fall  upon  the  succeeding 
government.  I  think  the  argument  is  bad,  be- 
cause I  do  not  think  the  sins  of  this  government 
should  fall  upon  the  next  government.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  21  has  given  a  very  clear 
statement  of  this  case.  If  the  Republican  mem- 
bers voted  under  a  misapprehension  I  hope  they 
will  change  and  vote  for  the  transfer,  as  I  think 
it  should  be  made.  Because  some  wrongs  have 
been  done  I  do  not  think  the  Republican  mem- 
bers should  claim  that  the  sins  should  fall  upon 
the  next  government,  and  if  that  is  their  only 
objection,  I  think  they  will,  upon  reconsidera- 
tion, change  their  votes  from  no  to  yea,  and 
vote  for  the  transfer. 

Mr.  F.  Morison— After  the  Council  passed  the 
order  I  offered  at  the  last  meeting  I  had  inten- 
ded to  vote  for  this  order,  until  just  before  I 
came  to  this  chamber  tonight.  The  only  objec- 
tion I  have  to  the  order  now,  and  the  only 
ground  upon  which  I  oppose  it  is  that  it  includes 
a  transfer  from  the  appropriation  for  Cam- 
bridge-street bridge,  Allston.  I  do  not  know 
anything  about  the  other  reasons  which  actu- 
ate the  opposition  to  this  measure,  but  I  am  not 
willing  to  vote  for  the  order  while  it  includes 
that  transfer.  So  far  as  the  other  transfer  is 
concerned  I  am  willing  to  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  simply  want  to  say  that  I  believe 
this  is  the  first  time  I  have  had  occasion  to  ad- 
mit in  this  Council  that  I  have  made  a  mistake. 
My  mistake  arose  simply  from  the  fact  that  I 
did  not  know  to  what  fund  this  transfer  was 
to  be  made.  The  reason  I  voted  as  I  did  was 
because  I  wanted  to  keep  this  fund  to  pay  judg- 
ments, and  I  did  not  understand  that  it  was 
making  a  transfer  for  the  purpose  of  paying 
judgments,-  as  I  have  since  learned  to  be  the 
case. 

Mr.  Chamberlain— I  should  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  10  why  he  can  vote  for 
the  transfer  from  the  Cambridge-street  bridge, 
Allston,  and  what  that  has  to  do  about  paying 
judgments'? 

Mr.  Ladd— I  will  answer  the  gentleman.  I  un- 
derstand that  transfers  to  a  certain  extent  have 
been  made  from  that  appropriation,  because  the 
fund  is  not  liable  to  be  used  in  the  near  future 
for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  appropriated, 
and  therefore  it  may  well  be  used  for  some 
other  purpose. 

The  reconsideration  prevailed. 

The  order  was  passed,  as  amended;  yeas  48, 
nays  8 : 

Yeas — Atwood,  Barry,  Bowman,  Carroll,  Cars- 
tensen,  Cochran,  Coleman,  Coyle,  Desmond, 
Dewey,  Dolan,  Duggan,  Fisher,  Foss,  Fottler, 
Fowler,  Frost,  Gomez,  fiaggerty,  Harrington, 
Hayes,  Keliher.  Kelley,  Ladd,  Lauten,  Leary, 
Light.  McEnaney,  McKenna,  McNary,  F.  R. 
Morrison.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Nunan, 
Perry,  C.  C.  Powers,  Reilly,  Shaw.  Short,  Snow, 

E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan.  R.  Sullivan,  Sund- 
Derg.  Teevens,  Tuttle,  Whall,  Wilson— 48. 

Nays— Blume,  Burr,  Chamberlain,  Lattimore, 

F.  Morison,  Sanger.  Thayer,  Whitmore--8. 
Absent  (  r  not  voting — Clark,  Connolly,  Dav- 

ern,  Dunn,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher.  Kenne- 
dy. Mahoney.  J.  J.  Murphy,  Norton,  O'Mealey, 
Perkins,  E.  J.  Powers.  Richards,  Tracy,  Webster 
—16. 
Sent  up. 


THE   ELECTION  LAWS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  called  up  the  order  offered  by 
him  early  in  the  evening  to  petition  for  the 
adoption  of  the  Australian  system  of  voting. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  put 
upon  its  passage.  • 

Mr.  Ladd— I  understood  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  to  say  he  was  familiar  with  the  Aus- 
tralian method  of  voting,  and  I  trust  he  will  ex- 
plain it  to  us. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  shall  be  happy  to  do  so  at 
the  close  of  the  ceremonies,  about  8.30  this  eve- 
ning. 

Mr.  Dewey— I  don't  think  this  is  an  order  we 
ought  to  pass,  coming  in,  as  it  does,  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  year,  because  I  fail  to  see  that 
the  provision  for  voting  such  as  is  suggested 
here  could  prevent  bribery  or  intimidation.  It 
would,  pehaps,  simplify  matters  somewhat  at 
the  polls,  but  we  have  gone  on  for  a  good  many 
years  under  a  system  differing  from  this.  The 
mere  matter  of  printing  ballots  is  of  but  small 
moment.  If  I  figure  rightly,  the  whole  expense 
of  ballots  in  the  city  of  Boston,  for  either  of  the 

treat  parties,  would  not  amount  to  more  than 
300  or  .§400  at  an  election,  and  the  expense  is 
really  but  very  slight.  If  there  is  merit  in  this 
matter,  then  it  may  properly  be  considered  by 
the  next  city  government.  I  do  not  think  we 
should  vote  on  a  scheme  of  this  sort  without 
giving  it  consideration.  I  move,  therefore,  that 
the  matter  be  referred  to  the  next  city  govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  would  state  to  the  Coun- 
cil that  the  reason  I  didn't  bring  this  in 
before  was  that  it  was  printed  in  the  news- 
papers last  Sunday,  and  that  is  the  first  time  I 
ever  saw  it.  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  am  not  in  the 
confidence  of  the  leaders  of  the  Knights  of 
Labor,  because  if  they  have  any  more  such  sen- 
sible projects  as  this  I  will  be  very  glad  indeed 
to  help  them  all  I  can.  I  saw  it,  as  I  presume 
that  every  other  member  here  has  seen  it,  in 
the  last  Sunday  Globe,  and  it  struck  me  as  so 
good,  wise  and  sensible  a  project  that  this  Coun- 
cil could  do  nothing  better  than  adopt  a  resolu- 
tion of  this  kind.  It  is  proposed  here  that  the 
Legislature  shall  consider  the  propriety  of  ar- 
ranging a  system  of  voting,  that  the  voters  shall 
be  allowed  a  period  of  time  after  they  have 
taken  their  ballots  during  which  they  can 
scrutinize  them,  arrange  them  and  deposit 
them  without  anybody  interfering.  The  gen- 
tlemen may  consider  that  this  is  something 
he  wants  to  study  up  on.  If  so,  1  hope  he 
is  the  only  member  of  the  Council  who 
desires  any  time  to  make  up  his  mind 
on  a  subject  like  this.  The  word  Australian 
comes  in  there,  and  I  would  say  to  my  friend 
from  Ward  10  that  I  know  nothing  more  about 
the  Australian  system  than  I  do  about  a  good 
many  other  subjects.  I  don't  think  the  words 
there  in  that  regard  have  any  particular  effect, 
because  the  order  proceeds  to  explain  what  it  is, 
namely,  a  method  try  which  the  ballots  shall  be 
furnished  by  the  public  authorities,  and  then, 
and  this  is  the  essential  part,  that  the  voter 
shall  have  time  and  a  chance  to  make  up  his 
ballot  without  anybody  interfering  with  him ; 
and  that  he  shall  go  directly  to  the  ballot-box 
and  put  in  his  ballot  without  anybody  seeing 
him.  The  great  trouble  in  the  city  of  Boston  in 
voting  today,  is  this,  that  no  man  is  at  all  sure, 
or  has  a  chance  to  deposit  a  ballot,  without  in- 
terference or  solicitation.  I  have  seen  men  not 
only  followed  up  to  the  ballot-box,  but  ballots 
taken  out  of  their  hands  as  they  were  in  the  act 
of  putting  them  in,  in  a  manner  that  might  sim- 
ply indicate  good  natured  persistence,  or  that 
might  suggest  bribery  or  intimidation.  We  all 
know  that  to  be  a  fact.  Now,  here  is  a  peti- 
tion put  in  here,  asking  the  Legislature 
to  provide  a  remedy  for  the  abuse.  It  was  cir- 
culated throughout  the  city  in  the  newspapers, 
but  I  think  instead  of  trying  to  do  anything 
special  on  our  own  account  we  should  show  our 
attitude  in  this  manner.  It  is  the  best  thing 
this  Council  can  do.  As  to  the  idea  of  referring 
it  to  the  next  city  government,  I  don't  know 
any  other  member  who  wants  to  shuffle  off  the 
responsibility.  Even  the  members  coming  back 
here  next  year  will  not  make  the  same  body,  by 
any  means,  as  this  body.  We  are  a  body  for  the 
present,  and  not  afraid  to  express  our  opinions, 
and  I  trust  that  we  will  not  refer  this  matter  to 
some  other  body,  but  that  the  members  of  the 
Council  have  fully  made  up  their  minds   and 
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will  take  a  manly  stand  and  say  to  the  Legis- 
lature, "If  there  is  a  crying  abuse  in  this  direc- 
tion, as  we  think  there  is,  we  ask  you  to  provide 
the  remedy.  We  haven't  put  it  in  any  definite 
form  because,  in  the  first  place,  it  is  useless,  and 
in  the  second  place  the  Legislature  must  look 
the  subject  up,  give  hearings,  take  all  the  plans 
that  may  be  submitted,  and  settle  on  the  best 
one.  I  think  we  should  put  ourselves  on  the 
right  side  in  this  matter  as  it  is  a  very  important 
public  measure.  ■ 

Mr.  Leary— While  I  don't  think  that  Ward  13 
needs  the  Australian  system,  still,  as  the  gentle- 
man has  said  that  it  is  needed  in  the  city,  I  will 
vote  for  it.  But  if  he  had  introduced  the  order 
at  the  first  part  of  the  year,  I  should  have  made 
a  motion  to  send  the  gentleman  from  Ward  13 
to  Australia  to  get  some  information  in  regar- 
to  it.  But,  seeing  that  it  is  so  late  now,  I  will 
vote  for  the  order. 

Mr .  Sanger— I  do  not  know  the  part  of  Australia 
to  which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  13  would  send 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  10,  but  I  hope  it  would 
not  be  to  the  penal  colony.  [Laughter,]  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  said  this  petition  was 
offered  in  order  to  prevent  bribery  and  corrup- 
tion in  city  politics,  and  that  its  necessity  was 
known  to  most  of  us.  He  made  the  statement 
that  it  cost  thousands  of  dollars  to  be  elected  to 
an  office,  and  thousands  of  dollars  to  be  de- 
feated, in  some  districts.  I  suppose  he  re- 
ferred to  his  own  district,  which  is  oue  of  the 
warmest  and  hottest  in  the  city,  and  where,  by 
general  report,  it  did  cost  one  candidate  a  great 
deal  of  money  to  be  defeated.  But,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent and  gentlemen,  there  is  nothing  in  this 
petition  which  lays  any  embargo  upon  any  such 
large  expenditure  of  money  by  either  of  the 
candidates  for  election.  It  simply  says  that 
when  a  man  comes  to  the  polls  and  gets 
his  ballot  he  shall  not  be  disturbed  from 
that  time  until  his  ballot  is  deposited  in 
the  box.  We  know,  and  the  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  know,  perhaps  better  than 
some  of  us  do,  that  in  a  great  many  wards  of  the 
city  men  are  not  allowed  to  vote  as  they  would. 
In  the  last  Legislature,  and  in  the  Legislature 
of  previous  years,  there  have  been  petitions  that 
a  voter  should  be  protected  by  the  secret  ballot 
or  otherwise.  This  is  not  new  in  this  chamber 
and  I  think  it  is  a  good  thing  for  the  Common 
Council  of  Boston  to  appear  before  the  Legisla- 
ture as  wanting  to  prevent  corruption  and 
bribery.  That  being  the  case  I  propose  to  vote 
for  the  order. 

Mr.  Short— I  think  the  reasons  why  this  order 
should  pass  have  been  sufficiently  explained.  I 
merely  wish  to  offer  my  endorsement  of  the 
sentiments  expressed  by  the  gentleman  who 
has  just  taken  his  seat,  and  also  by  the  member 
who  offered  the  order.  As  to  the  reasons  why 
the  order  should  pass,  I  am  probably  as  familiar 
with  some  of  them  as  is  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12.  And  taking  the  order  as  a  good,  sensi- 
ble movement  in  the  right  direction,  I  trust  that 
every  member  will  vote  for  its  passage. 

Mr.  Fottler— I  hope  the  order  will  not  be  re- 
ferred to  the  next  city  government,  but  that  we 
shall  nass  it  tonight.  lam  not  aware  how  much 
bribery  and.  corruption  it  will  correct,  but  I 
think  it  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction  toward 
something  better  than  we  have  now.  We  are 
under  a  great  deal  of  confusion  in  the  elections, 
and  if  this  goes  to  the  Legislature,  and  an  effort 
is  made  to  straighten  out  the  matter  by  that 
body,  it  may  result  in  giving  us  something  that 
is  needed  in  our  elections. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gomez  it  was  voted  the  de- 
bate be  now  closed. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  next  city  govern- 
ment was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Short  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  52,  nays  2 : 

Yeas— Atwood,  Barry,  Bowman,  Burr,  Carroll, 
Carstensen,  Chamberlain,  Cochran,  Coleman, 
Coyle,  Desmond,  Dolan,  Duggan,  Fisher,  Foss, 
Fottler,  Fowler,  Gomez,  Haggerty,  Harrington, 
Hayes,  Keliher,  Kelley,  Laud,  Lattimore  Lau- 
ten,  Learv,  Light,  McKnauev.  McKenna,  Me- 
Nary,  F.  R.  Morrison,  W.  H.  Murphy,  Nunan, 
O'Mealey,  Perkins,  Perry,  Powers,  Reilly,  San- 
ger, Shaw,  Short,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan.  J.  H.  Sul- 
livan, R.  Sullivan,  Suudberg,  Teevens,  Thayer, 
Tuttle,  Whall,  Whiunore— 52. 

Nays — Dewey,  Frost— 2. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Blume,  Clark,  Con- 
nolly, Davern.  Dunn,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Galla- 


gher, Kennedy,  Mahoney,  F.  Morison,  J.  Mur- 
phy, J.  J.  Murphy,  Norton,  C.  C.  Powers,  Rich- 
ards, Tracey,  Webster,  Wilson— 18. 

21.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  and 
order  (new  draft)  for  a  transfer  of  $2000  from  the 
appropriation  for  Cambridge  -  street  bridge, 
Allston,  to  the  contingent  fund  joint  commit- 
tees. 

Report  accepted,  order  read  twice  and  passed 
in  concurrence,  yeas  51,  nays  5: 

Yeas— Atwood.  Barry,  Bowman,  Burr.  Carroll, 
Carstensen,  Cochran,  Coleman,  Coyle,  Des- 
mond, Dewey,  Dolan,  Duggan,  Fisher.  Foss, 
Fottler,  Fowler,  Gomez,  Haggertv,  Harring- 
ton, Hayes,  Keliher.  Kelley.  Ladd,  Lattimore, 
Lauten.  Leary,  McEnaney,  McKenna,  McNary, 
F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  Murphy,  J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H. 
Murphy.  Nunan,  O'Mealey,  Perkins.  Perry.  C. 
C.  Powers,  E.  J.  Powers,  Reilly,  Shaw.  Short, 
Snow.  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan.  R.  Sullivan, 
Sundberg,  Teevens,  Whall,  Whitmore,  Wilson— 
51. 

Nays— Blume,  Chamberlain,  Frost,  Light, 
Thayer— 5. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Clark.  Connolly,  Dav- 
ern, Dunn,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher, 
Kennedy,  Mahoney,  F.  Morison,  Norton,  Rich- 
ards, Sanger.  Tracy,  Tuttle,  Webster— 15. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

22.  Rep  art  of  Committee  on  Finance,  that  the 
order  authorizing  the  superintendent  of  streets 
to  expend  the  balance  of  the  appropriation  for 
land  damages  on  Massachusetts  avenue,  in  the 
construction  of  the  roadway,  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  was 
on  giving  the  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Fottler— I  merely  wish  to  ask  some 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  for  some- 
thing in  relation  to  this  order,  for  information 
only. 

Mr.  Whall— From  the  original  appropriation 
for  land  damages  on  Massachusetts  avenue 
there  now  remains  a  balance  of  about  $16,000.  I 
understand  the  land  damages  have  all  been 
paid,  and  that  this  is  a  surplus  which  is  left  in 
the  treasury.  The  Finance  Commttee  thought 
it  could  not  be  devoted  to  any  more  appropriate 
object  than  building  the  roadway  of  the  avenue 
from  the  land  damages  on  which  this  sum  was 
originally  appropriated. 

Mr.  Sanger— The  gentleman  states  that  he 
understands  that  all  claims  for  land  damages 
have  been  paid.  Do  I  understand  that  that  in- 
formation is  qu  difn  <1   or  is  it  official 

Mr.  Whall— The  Finance  Committee  under- 
stand that  to  be  the  fact  from  the  representa- 
tions made  by  the  financial  officers  of  the  city 
government.  Of  course,  we  have  no  personal 
info  i  matron  at  all. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed 
in  concurrence,  yeas  55,  nays  4. 

Yeas— Atwood,  Barry,  Bowman.  Burr,  Carroll, 
Carstensen.  Chamberlain,  Cochran,  Coleman, 
Coyle,  Desmond,  Dolan,  Duggan,  Fisher,  Foss, 
Fottler.  Fowler,  Frost,  Gomez.  Harrington, 
Hayes,  Keliher,  Kelley,  Ladd.  Lattimore.Lauten, 
Leary,  Light.  McEnaney,  McKenna,  MclSiarv,  F. 
Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison,  J.  Murphy,  J.  J.  Mur- 
phy, W.  H.  Murphy.  Nunan,  O'Mealey,  Perkins, 
Perry,  E.  J.  Powers.  Reilly,  Shaw.  Short,  Snow, 
E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan.  Sund- 
berg. Teevens,  Thayer,  Tuttle,  Whall.  Whit- 
more. Wilson— 55. 

Nays— Blume,  Dewey,  C.  C.  Powers,  Sanger— 4. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Clark,  Connolly.  Dav- 
ern, Dunn,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Hag- 
gerty, Kennedy,  Mahoney,  Norton,  Richards, 
Tracy,  Webster— 13. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

23.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  that  the 
order  for  a  transfer  of  the  balance  remaining  of 
the  appropriation  for  Mt.  Washington-avenue 
bridge  to  the  appropriation  for  bridges,  ought  to 
pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  read 
twice  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Perkins— I  hope  this  order  will  not  pass. 
I  don't  believe  there  is  any  necessity  for  having 
that  amount  of  money.  I  think  the  matter 
ought  to  be  looked  into  somewhat,  and  I  there- 
fore move  its  reference  to  the  next  city  govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  trust  the  previous  question 
will  not  be  ordered,  because  I  think  the  easiest 
way  to  dispose  of  this  matter  is  to  send  it  to  the 
next  city  government.  I  do  not  believe  there 
are  very  many  Republicans   in  this   chamber 
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"who,  after  reading  the  report  of  the  proceedings 
in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  regard  to  this 
particular  matter  will  he  inclined  to  vote  for 
the  transfer.  I,  myself,  will  not.  I  do  not  know 
myself  the  necessity  of  making  this  transfer. 
Aid.  Allen,  who  has  looked  into  this  matter, 
voted  against  it  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and 
spoke  against  it,  and  for  my  part,  so  far  as  I  am 
personally  concerned,  it  is  only  a  week's  delay, 
and  I  believe  the  Bridge  Department  will  not 
suffer  any  serious  injury  if  this  is  referred  to  the 
next  city  government,  leaving  it  in  the  hands 
of  a  Republican  Board  of  Aldermen  to  make 
such  transfers  as  they  mav  deem  judicious. 

Mr.  Leary— I  hope  the  main  question  will  be 
ordered.  As  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Bridges,  I  would  say  that  we  had  the  superin- 
tendent appear  before  our  committee,  and  he 
stated  to  the  committee  very  clearly  the  neces- 
sity of  having  more  money,  perhaps  more 
clearly  than  the  committee  can  convey  to  the 
Council.  It  seems  that  there  has  been  a  trans- 
fer of  some  .$3000  made,  only  a  short  time  ago, 
and  the  impression  gained  from  that  transfer 
was  that  it  went  into  the  Bridge  Department  as 
an  additional  expense.  That  is  not  the  case. 
The  §3000  was  used  to  reimburse  the  superinten- 
dent for  $3000  he  had  spent  in  connection  with 
repairing  a  bridge  in  East  Boston  that  was 
burned.  It  was  a  pure  accident ;  an  unforeseen 
thing,  and  he  had  to  expend  that  $3000.  There 
was  also  82500  expended  for  gates.  The  superin- 
tendent believed  that  there  should  be  a  different 
system  of  gates  to  protect  the  general  public, 
and  the  Committee  on  Bridges  were  of  his  opin- 
ion and  also  the  city  government,  and  they 
ordered  the  superintendent  to  put  up  new  gates 
at  an  expense  of  $2500,  and  they  supplied  him 
with  the  money.  The  superintendent  of  bridges 
was  allowed  some  $90,000"  at  the  first  part  of  the 
year,  and  anybody  who  went  into  the  workings 
of  that  department  would  say  that  he  has  ex- 
pended it  wisely  and  judiciously.  In  the  first 
place,  it  costs  $50,000  to  maintain  the  running 
expense  of  the  bridges,  without  saying  any- 
thing at  all  about  the  repairing.  That  is  to 
support  the  dvawtenders,  for  the  cost  of  grain, 
and  to  buy  machinery  and  one  thing  and  an- 
other that  is  needed  on  bridges.  It  costs  $50,000 
for  that  alone,  without  saying  anything  about 
paving,  carpenter  work,  or  anything  of  that 
kind.  The  amount  of  money  he  has  had 
has  been  very  small,  and  he  came  before  our 
committee  previous  to  election,  but  our  com- 
mittee, feeling  that  it  was  a  hard  thing  to  get 
an  appropriation  before  election,  allowed  the 
thing  to  go  over.  We  said,  while  it  may  be  an 
honest  thing,  and  no  doubt  it  was,  still  the 
members  of  tbe  government  would  deem  that 
it  was  for  political  effect,  and,  therefore,  our 
order  would  be  killed,  and  we  waited  until  this 
time.  Now,  all  that  has  been  said  in  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  that  should  make  Republican 
members  vote  against  this,  as  I  understand  it, 
is  that  a  certain  alderman  said  that  eight  or 
nine  in  his  district  would  get  employment  if 
this  order  passes.  That  is  the  cause  of  the  op- 
position. There  may  be  possibly  seven  or  eight 
men  who  will  receive  employment  that  other- 
wise would  not  receive  employment,  but  there 
is  no  question  that  the  work  is  needed  to  be 
done.  There  is  no  doubt  about  that.  Any  member 
of  the  Council  who  has  attended  the  meetings  of 
the  Committee  on  Bridges,  will  bear  me  out  that 
there  is  a  necessity  for  the  money.  There  are 
considerable  repairs  that  have  to  be  done.  On 
any  day  in  the  week  there  is  liable  to  be  an  acci- 
dent, such  as  a  vessel  striking  against  a  rail- 
ing of  the  bridge  and  tearing  it  apart,  beside 
other  things  which  might  happen,  and  which 
would,  perhaps,  occasion  an  expense  of  over 
$100.  The  saperintendent  savs  that  there  is 
plenty  of  a\  evk  for  the  men  to  do,  if  he  could  get 
more  money.  There  isn't  any  doubt  in  my  mind 
that  there  is  an  urgent  necessity  for  it,  and  the 
only  reason  why  it  will  be  killed,  if  any,  is  that 
certain  individuals  will  receive  work  from  the 
city. 

Mr.  Carstensen— I  am  a  member  of  the 
Bridge  Committee,  and  I  hope  this  order  will  he 
referred  to  the  next  city  government,  for  this 
reason :  Only  a  short  time  ago,  while  speaking 
with  the  superintendent  of  bridges,  he  gave  me 
distinctly  to  understand  that  no  work  will  be 
done  in  the  winter  season.  For  that  reason  I 
cannot  see  any  necessity  for  this  transfer  to  be 
made. 

Mr.  At  wood— I   hope   the   previous  question 


will  not  be  ordered.  If  the  Council  have  a  pro- 
per explanation  of  this  matter  I  think  they  will 
vote  against  this  transfer.  As  stated  by  Mr. 
Carstensen.  the  superintendent  has  several 
times  stated  that  no  work  would  be  done 
during  the  winter,  and  all  the  money  that  was 
needed  was  what  was  required  to  carry  the 
department  along  during  the  winter.  I  think 
this  transfer  is  unnecessary.  Being  a  member 
of  that  committee,  I  never  heard  of  this  order 
before  the  election,  as  has  been  stated  by  one  of 
the  members  of  the  committee.  It  has  only  been. 
brought  in  since  the  election,  and  was  acted 
upon  while  I  was  out  of  the  city.  It  did  not 
originate  in  tlvat  committee,  but  was  introduced 
into  the  City  Council  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee. I  have  heard  members  of  the  commit- 
tee speaking  to  different  aldermen  asking  them 
to  vote  in  favor  of  this  order.  As  a  member  of 
the  bridge  committee.  I  shall  be  obliged  to  vote 
against  the  order,  and  shall  vote  to  refer  it  to 
the  next  city  government,  who  can  investigate 
it  more  thoroughly. 

Mr.  Whall— I  withdraw  the  motion  for  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  Leary — I  renew  the  motion.  I  want  to 
have  the  members  put  upon  record  upon  this 
measure,  and  let  them   defeat  it  if  they  choose 

Mr.  Frost— I  hope  the  main  question  will  not 
be  put  and  that  the  order  will  be  referred  to  the 
next  city  government.  As  the  statement  has 
been  made  here  that  there  can  be  no  work 
carried  on  during  the  winter  season,  1  see  no 
reason  why  any  such  transfer  of  funds  should 
be  made.  I  hope,  sir,  by  all  means,  that  this 
matter  will  be  referred  to  the  next  city  govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  Reiley— I  hope  this  order  will  not  be  re- 
ferred to  the  next  city  government.  I  bad  a 
conversation  with  the  superintendent  of  bridges 
the  other  dav,  and  he  told  me  very  distinctly 
that  there  was  a  great  amount  of  work  to  be 
done  on  the  bridges,  and  work  to  be  done  to 
get  ready  for  the  work  necessary  to  be  done 
on  the  bridges  in  the  spring,  and  it  would  be 
impossible  to  do  that  work  without  getting 
some  more  money.  The  gentleman  on  my  left, 
a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Bridges,  says 
it  is  only  necessary  for  the  work  to  be  done 
during  the  winter,  and  that  an  appropriation 
has  been  provided  for  that.  The  superintendent 
of  bridges  told  me  that  he  has  no  money  at  all, 
and  the  only  money  he  has  is  the  special  appro- 
priation for  building  gates.  The  appropriation 
for  bridges  this  year  was  not  larger  than  it  was 
last  year,  and  there  has  been  a  great  deal  more 
work  to  do;  some  26  new  culvert  bridges  were 
put  in  charge  of  the  department  this  year  that 
were  always  taken  care  of  by  the  Paving  De- 
partment, and  no  extra  provision  was  made  for 
taking  care  of  them,  and  the  superintendent 
has  been  obliged  to  take  care  of  them  out  of  his 
regular  appropriation,  which  was  cut  down  very 
hugely  from  the  figures  he  sent  in.  I  know  my- 
self that  there  are  several  bridges  nowin  very 
bad  condition,  one  in  Charlestown  is  very  much 
in  need  of  repair,  and  the  Federal-street  bridge 
is  also  badly  in  need  of  repair  and  on  quite  a 
number  of  these  bridges  the  repairs  should  be 
made  at  once.  I  hope  this  order  will  be  passed 
tonight,  and  will  not  be  referred  to  the  next  city 
government. 

Mr.  Whall— I  sincerely  trust,  the  previous 
question  will  not  be  ordered,  because  I  am  a 
friend  of  the  Bridge  Department.  If  tonight  we 
had  48  votes  favorable  to  this  transfer,  and 
could  effect  it,  I  would  ask  for  immediate  action. 
But  I  have  my  eyes  open  and  know  that  if  the 
previous  question  is  ordered,  and  we  come  to  a 
yea  and  nay  vote,  the  only  result  will  be  that 
this  measure  will  receive  a  black  eye,  There 
are  not  48  votes  here  tonight  in  favor  of  the 
Bridge  Department.  Then,  as  a  friend  of  the 
Bridge  Department,  this  choice  is  pre- 
sented to  me:  Whether  or  not  wo  shall 
give  the  Bridge  Department  a  black  eye 
or  whether  we  shall  send  this  order  along 
to  the  next  city  government  with  the  endorse- 
ment of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  with  no  set 
back  from  the  Common  Council.  If  I  cannot 
get  victory,  I  will  take  the  next  best  thing.  I 
think  that  every  leader  and  everybody  who 
aspires  to  lead  the  thoughts  and  actions  of  men , 
should  do  that.  I  am  sorry  the  chairman  of  the 
bridge  committee  does  not  see  the  matter  in  the 
light  I  see  it.  I  am  as  much  a  friend  of  the 
Bridge  Department  as  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  13,  and  I  do  not  believe  that  out  of  petty 
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pique  and  spite,  that  is  probably  only  temporary 
in  its  effects,  we  should  damn  the  whole  meas- 
ure at  once  by  insisting  upon  taking  a  vote  that 
would  be  disastrous  in  its  result.  I  tell  the 
gentleman  now  that  if  we  come  to  a  final  yote 
upon  this  transfer  we  will  be  beaten.  Why  not 
take  the  sensible  view  of  it  and  send  it  along  to 
the  next  city  government  with  the  endorsement 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  no  setback  from 
this  body. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  merely  wish  to  say  in  re- 
gard to  this  measure,  and  to  other  matters  be- 
fore us,  that  I  hope  we  shall  come  to  a  vote  at 
once.  As  one  of  the  committee  charged  with 
arranging  for  the  annual  supper  for  members  of 
the  government,  I  have  had  the  arrangements 
made  for  half-past  7  o'clock.  Now,  gentlemen, 
if  you  indulge  in  much  more  debate  you  will  do 
it  at  the  expense  of  your  own  stomachs. 

Mr.  Blume- I  have  watched  the  proceedings 
with  some  interest  on  the  part  of  the  gentlemen 
in  the  minority,  and  am  at  a  loss  to  appreciate 
why  all  these  other  orders  should  have  gone 
through  so  smoothly,  and  all  at  once  the  gentle- 
men have  struck  a  snag  which  is  to  my  mind  on 
a  par  with  all  the  rest.  Now  I  say  if  they  are  go- 
ing to  vote  for  transfers  that  have  been  voted  for, 
it  is  only  fair  and  square  to  the  other  depart- 
ment, which  is  now  under  consideration,  that 
it  should  have  a  transfer  also.  It  is  just  as  im- 
portant that  the  bridges  should  be  looked  after 
during  the  winter  as  that  $16,000  shall  be  spent 
in  cracking  a  few  stones  for  Massachusetts 
avenue,  every  peck  of  which  will  co»t  the  city 
$2.  You  have  just  voted  to  transfer  §16.000  for 
work  on  the  roadway  of  Massachusetts  avenue. 
This  is  a  fine  time  to  work  on  Massachusetts 
avenue!  Fine  sport!  Sixteen  thousand  dollars 
for  the  boys  to  get  rid  of !  But  now  they  have 
struck  a  snag  when  they  come  to  the  Bridge 
Department.  There  is  something  wrong. 
Some  worthy  aldermen,  whom  I  hold 
in  the  highest  esteem,  whose  remarks 
I  have  not  read, — and  there  was  so  much  confu- 
sion I  could  not  hear  what  the  gentleman  said 
in  regard  to  the  alderman's  remarks, — and  be- 
cause, forsooth,  that  worthy  alderman  is  against 
it,  therefore,  that  the  few  Republicans  in  the 
Council  should  vote  against  this  transfer.  I  do 
not  believe  in  any  such  dictation.  I  say  the 
bridges  of  the  city  are  of  far  more  cons  equence 
than  the  cracking  of  stones  on  Massachusetts 
avenue,  or  on  any  other  avenue,  during  the  win- 
ter. I  know  of  one  bridge,— and  I  hope  the 
superintendent  of  bridges  will  read  my  re- 
marks and  heed  what  1  say,— and  that  is  the 
bridge  over  Dartmouth  street.  There  are  holes 
in  it,  and  if  it  is  not  fixed  pretty  soon  somebody 
will  go  down  through  them,  and  the  city  will 
have  to  pay  for  it.  I  cannot  see  the  consistency 
in  my  Republican  friends  voting  for  all  these 
transfers,— junketings,  incidentals  and  every- 
thing else,— but  when  they  strike  the  Bridge 
Department  there  is  something  wrong,  and  they 
cannot  get  over  the  bridge. 

The  President— The  time  for  debate  has  ex- 
pired. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege. 
It  is  not  often  that  a  gentleman  on  the  Republi- 
can side  of  the  chamber  stands  here  to  impute 
wrong  motives  to  his  colleagues,  and  I,  for  one, 
rise  to  a.  question  of  privilege  to  answer  those 
insinuations  and  slanders.  I  shall  not  sit  in  my 
seat  and  hear  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11 
speak  of  the  Republican  members,  as  he  has 
spoken  tonight.without  entering  my  protest.  I, 
sir,  justify  my  course  on  these  transfers.tonight, 
on  this  ground :  We  have  committees  of  the  city 
government,  constiuted  for  the  purpose  of  look- 
ing into  questions  submitted  to  them  for 
consideration.  Those  committees  consist  of 
Republicans  and  Democrats.  When  the  Repub- 
lican members  of  a  committee  made  a  minority 
report,  or  if  by  some  mischance  they  are  not 
present  at  a  meeting  and  are  not  able  to  make  a 
minority  report,  and  then  rise  in  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  or  the  Common  Council  and  state 
their  reasons  for  opposing  an  order  that  appears 
to  he  unanimously  reported  by  the  committee, 
I  lay  stress  and  weight  upon  the  findings  of 
those  individual  members.  I  am  perfectly  wil- 
ling to  yield  my  judgment  to  a  member  of  a 
committee  when  I  am  not  otherwise  informed, 
and  when  I  do  not  believe  he  is  wrong.  Now  in 
this  matter  I  accept  the  finding  of  Mr. 
Allen  in  I  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  He 
has  been  on  the  committee,  reports  so 
and   so,    makes    an    argument    to    such   and 


such  an  effect,  and  votes  so  and  so.  I  know 
nothing  about  this  matter,  and  have  not  had 
the  opportunity  to  look  it  up.  The  transfers 
must  be  made  or  refused.  Therefore  I  abide  by 
the  finding  of  the  Republican  members  of  the 
committee  rather  than  trust  to  my  own  individ- 
ual judgment,  when  I  am  conscious  that  I  know 
nothing  about  it.  On  that  ground  other  Repub- 
lican members  and  myself  have  voted  tonight, 
and,  as  I  believe,  conscientiously  and  consist- 
ently, on  these  transfers.  I  shall  vote  against 
this  transfer  because  a  Republican  member  in 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  has  taken  the  pains 
to  look  up  the  facts  and  made  extended  remarks 
in  the  Board  against  this  order.  That  has 
led  me  to  believe  it  is  unwise  to  make  this  trans- 
fer, while  other  transfers  have  been  considered 
wise. 

Mr.  Leary— I  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege. 

Mr.  Leary— I  wish  to  state— 

The  President— Does  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  13  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege? 

Mr.  Leary — A  question  of  personal  privilege. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  time  for  debate  has  expired. 

The  President— The  Chair  has  so  ruled. 

Mr.  Leary— I  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege. 

Mr.  Whall— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order  that 
when  the  previous  question  has  been  ordered 
nobody  is  entitled  to  the  floor,  even  to  a  ques- 
tion of  privilege,  whether  it  be  personal  or  im- 
personal. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken,  the  question  is  on  the  main  question  be- 
ing put. 

The  main  question  was  ordered,  and  the  ques- 
tion came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Ladd— Do  I  understand  that  no  debate  is 
in  order  now? 

The  President— No  debate  is  in  order. 

Mr.  Ladd— Then  I  rise  to  a  question  of  privi- 
lege. 

Mr.  Whall— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

The  President— The  gentleman  is  out  of 
order. 

The  order  w^s  rejected  in  non-concurrence 
for  want  of  two-thirds  vote  in  favor,  yeas  33, 
nays  24 : 

Yeas— Barry,  Blume,  Cochran,  Coleman,  Coyle, 
Desmond,  Dolan,  Duggan,  Foss,  Gomez,  Hag- 
gerty,  Harrington,  Hayes,  Keliher,  Lauten, 
Leary.  McEnaney,  McKenna,  McNary,  J.  Mur- 
phy, J.  J.  Murphy.  W.  H.  Murphy,  iNunan, 
O'Mealey,  Perry,  Reilly,  Short,  J.  H.  Sullivan, 
R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevens,  Whall,  Whit- 
more—33. 

Nays— Atwood,  Bowman,  Burr,  Carstensen, 
Chamberlain,  Dewey,  Fisher,  Fottler,  Fowler, 
Frost,  Ladd,  Lattimore,  Light,  F.  Morison,  F.  R. 
Morrison.  Perkins,  C.  C.  Powers,  Sanger,  Shaw, 
Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  Thayer,  Turtle,  Wilson— 24. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Carroll,  Clark,  Con- 
nolly, Davern,  Dunn.  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Galla- 
gher, Kelley,  Kennedy,  Maboney,  Norton,  E.  J. 
Powers,  Richards,  Tracy,  Webster— 15. 

The  clerk  announced  that  No.  25  had  been 
withdrawn  by  the  city  clerk,  viz. : 

25.  Report  of  Committee  on  Markets,  and  or- 
der for  a  transfer  of  11000  from  the  appropria- 
tion for  Cambridge-street  bridge,  Allston,  to  the 
appropriation  for  markets,  to  be  expended  in 
providing  electric  lights  in  Faneuil-Hall  Mar- 
ket. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  No.  26  was  taken 
up,  viz. : 

26.  Report  of  Committee  on  Improved  Sewer- 
age, and  order,  as  amended,  for  the  printing  of 
1500  additional  copies  of  the  "Report  on  Main 
Drainage  Works" ;  10  copies  to  be  given  to  each 
member  of  this  government. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 
Mr.  Frost  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

Mr.  Frost  called  for  No.  27. 

Several  members  called  for  other  numbers  on 
the  calendar. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  order  the 
clerk  to  take  up  the  papers  in  rotation. 

The  clerk  began  to  read  No.  24,  which  was  the 
first  in  order. 

Mr.  Whitmore — It  seems  to  me  that  in  the 
present  state  of  the  calendar  it  is  very  evident 
we  shall  not  succeed  in  finishing  the  business  if 
we  continue  as  we  have  been  going  on  for  some 
time.  Now  I  will  make  one  suggestion:  either 
that  each  matter  be  taken  up  and  acted  on  with- 
out debate,  or  else  I  shall  move  to  refer  all  mat- 
ters now  standing  on  the  calendar  unfinished  to 
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the  next  city  government.  We  have  wasted  a 
lot  of  time  this  evening',  and  I  think  we  had 
hetter  debar  ourselves  of  the  privilege  of  more 
debate.  I  therefore  move  to  close  debate  on  all 
matters  on  the  calendar  for  the  rest  of  the  eve- 
ning, and  then  \  re  can  go  through  the  calendar 
and  finish  the  business. 

The  question  was  on  closing  debate  on  all 
items  on  the  calendar. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  trust  the  Council  will  not  do 
that,  because  there  are  some  items  on  this  cal- 
endar that  I  desire  to  speak  upon.  I  would, 
however,  consent  to  and  support  a  motion  to 
refer  all  remaining  matters  on  the  calendar  to 
the  next  city  government.  I  would  make  that 
motion. 

My.  Whitmore— I  will  withdraw  my  motion 
to  close  debate  and  support  the  motion  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  9. 

The  question  was  put  upon  referring  the  mat- 
ters on  the  calendar,  from  Nos.  24  to  41  inclusive 
(which  had  not  been  acted  upon),  to  the  next 
city  government,  and  it  was  declared  carried. 

Mr.  Sanger— I  doubt  the  vote. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— Mr.  President. 

The  President— Mr.  Sullivan  of  Ward  22. 

Mr.  Sullivan— 1  trust  that  all  matters  on  the 
calendar  will  not  he  referred  to  the  next  city 
government.  There  is  one  particular  measure  I 
desire  to  have  come  before  the  Council  tonight 
and  passed,  so  that  it  can  go  before  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  on  Saturday ;  otherwise  it  will  have 
to  go  over  to  the  next  city  government,  and  they 
will  not  be  likely  to  understand  the  status  of 
the  question  as  well  as  the  present  city  govern- 
ment do.  I  have  allowed  that  matter  to  go  over 
three  weeks  in  order  that  members  may  have  a 
chance  to  consider  it.  Now,  when  I  have  a 
chance  to  consider  it  as  a  past  assignment  and 
bring  it  to  the  attention  of  members  of  the  city 
government,  it  is  proposed  to  refer  it,  with  many 
other  matters,  to  the  next  city  government.  I 
hope  that  will  not  he  done. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  ask  the  mem- 
bers to  take  their  seats.  The  Chair  will  ask 
the  messengers  to  close  the  doors  to  the  ante- 
room. The  question  is  on  the  motion  made  by 
Mr.  Whitmore,  that  all  matters  on  the  calander 
he  referred  to  the  next  city  government,  24  to  41 
inclusive,  and  that  motion  has  been  declared 
carried.  The  question  is  upon  solving  the 
doubt. 

Mr.  Wilson— Mr.  President. 

The  President— No  debate  is  in  order. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  motion  to  refer  numbers  24  to  41  inclusive 
to  the  next  city  government  was  carried ;  yeas 
31,  nays  30: 

Yeas— Atwood,  Barry,  Blume,  Bowman,  Burr, 
Chamberlain.  Coleman,  Coyle,  Desmond,  Dew- 
ey, Duggan,  Fisher,  Fottler,  Fowler,  Haggerty, 
Hayes,  Kelley.  Lattimore,  Lauten,  Leary,  Mc- 
Kenna,  F.  Morison,  J.  Murphy,  Nunan  Perkins, 
Shaw,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  Teevens,  Whall,  Whit- 
more, Wilson — 31. 

Nays— Carroll,  Carstensen,  Cochran,  Dolan, 
Foss,  Frost,  Gomez,  Harrington,  Keliher,  Ken- 
nedy, Ladd,  Light,  McEnaney  McNary,  F.  R. 
Morrison,  J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy, 
O'Mealey,  Perry,  C.  C.  Powers,  E.  J.  Powers, 
Reilly,  Sanger,  Short,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  R. 
Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Thayer,  Tuttle— 30. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Clark,  Connolly,  Da- 
vern,  Dunn,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher,  Ma- 
honey,  Norton,  Richards,  Tracy,  Webster— 10. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider  the  last 
vote. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan— I  hope  that  reconsideration 
will  prevail,  because  there  are  probably  matters 
left  on  the  calendar  of  as  much  importance  to 
the  Council  as  the  matters  that  have  preceded. 
I  don't  think  it  is  proper,  and  I  will  state  it 
plainly,  after  certain  gentlemen  have  gone 
through  orders  that  they  are  personally  inter- 
ested in  and  satisfied  themselves,  especially 
when  some  of  their  orders  have  been  called  up 
out  of  the  regular  order,  to  move  to  refer  a  num- 
ber of  matters  that  some  of  the  rest  of  us  are 
interested  in  to  the  next  city  government  indis- 
criminately, and  refuse  to  show  fair  play. 
I  do  not  believe  in  referring  to  the  next 
city  government  some  of  these  matters  which 
should  not  naturally  come  before  them.  I  think 
the  proper  course  is  for  this  government,  having 
as  complete  a  knowledge  of  these  matters  as 
another  government  possibly  can  have,  to  act 
upon  them  at  this  meeting,  because  if  these 
matters  go  over  to  be  considered  by  new  mem- 


bers, they  will  not  be  considered  by  those  new 
members  until  after  some  study,  and  there  is  at 
least  one  measure  I  know  of  myself  that  lias 
already  been  upon  our  calendar  for  three  weeks. 
I  trust  that,  for  the  sake  of  fair  play,  reconsid- 
eration will  prevail,  and  that  those  who  have 
not  had  their  measures  considered  and  passed 
upon  will  have  the  same  chance  as  those  who 
have.  I  trust  the  members  will  vote  for  recon- 
sideration. On  that  question  I  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  desire  to  make  one  sug- 
gestion to  the  Council.  The  vote  was  so  ex- 
tremely close  that  I  fee'  there  is  a  certain  amount 
of  fairness  due,  and  that  the  vote  should  be 
taken  again  on  reconsideration  by  yeas  and  nays, 
but  I  would  make  the  suggestion  to  the  gentle- 
men who  propose  to  contmue  on  the  business 
that  we  take  a  recess  for  two  hours,  from  half- 
past  7  to  half-past  9.  If  gentlemen  will  consent 
to  that,  as  soon  as  we  get  through  with  our  din- 
ner we  can  come  back  then  and  stay  as  late  as 
we  please.  But  if  not,  it  is  of  no  use  to 
undertake  to  do  any  business  here,  be- 
cause otherwise  you  would  have  to  stay 
through  the  whole  calendar,  and  we  are  liable  to 
make  ourselves  ridiculous  by  ordering  any  din- 
ner or  lunch  at  all.  I  think,  as  a  member  of 
the  committee,  that  it  is  only  fair  and  right  that 
some  action  should  be  taken,  or  else  the  com- 
mittee be  relieved  of  the  responsibility.  If  the 
gentleman  will  lay  his  motion  to  reconsider  on 
the  table,  and  then  accept  a  motion  to  adjourn 
from  half  past  7  to  half  past  9,  we  can  come 
back  and  get  through  with  our  business.  If 
that  will  not  do,  I  don't  see  any  reason  why  we 
should  reconsider  and  simply  break  up  our 
whole  evening. 

Mr.  F.  R,  Morrison— I  hope  this  motion  to 
reconsider  will  prevail.  There  are  several  or- 
ders here  —  one.  particularly  —  that  I  think 
quite  important.  One  that  I  think  should  pass 
particularly,  tonight,  is  No.  24.  I  hope  that  the 
gentleman  will  consent  to  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote,  that  will  enable  us  to  pass  that  to- 
night. 

Mr.  Sanger— A  single  word,  and  that  is  that 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  22  and  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  1,  it  seems  to  me,  are  entitled  to  the 
same  courtesy  as  was  extended  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  when  he  called  up,  out  of 
order,  No.  26,  which  was  allowed  to  be  put 
through.  His  suggestion  that  the  Council 
adjourn  for  two  hours  is  practically  confessing 
that  he  considers  it  more  important  that  this 
body  go  over  to  the  Quincy  House  to  dine  than 
that  they  transact  the  public  business.  I  don't 
think  the  Council  wants  that  opinion  to  go  on 
record. 

Mr.  Fottler— Although  I  voted  in  favor  of 
referring  all  these  numbers  to  the  next  city  gov- 
ernment, I  wish  to  say  that  I  don't  think  it  wise 
to  take  a  recess  of  two  hours  and  then  under- 
take to  come  back  here  and  transact  any  busi- 
ness. Further,  I  wish  to  say  that  out  of  fairness 
to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  22,  who,  during 
the  whole  year,  has  exhibited  a  great  deal  of 
fairness  towards  other  members  of  this  body,  I 
hope  reconsideration  will  prevail,  and  that  we 
shall  give  him  a  chance  to  take  up  such  orders 
as  he  desires  to. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  think  we  should  stay  here  and  do 
the  business  for  which  we  were  sent,  and  not 
give  away  to  any  dinner  or  anything  else  until 
the  calendar  is  in  a  measure  completely  cleared. 
But  I  don't  wish  to  be  captious  oi  unreasonable 
with  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  who  are 
interested  in  another  matter,  and  it  seems  to  me 
we  could  dispose  of  a  great  many  of  the  remain- 
ing items  upon  the  calendar  without  debate. 
I  would  not  vcte,  certainly,  to  pass  on 
all     measures    without    debate,     but    I    sug- 

fest,  if  the  reconsideration  prevails,  as 
nope  it  will,  that  the  matters  should  be 
taken  up  in  the  order  in  which  they  stand  on 
the  calendar,  and  that  wherever  any  objection 
is  made  that  order  shall  be  passed  by,  and  then, 
after  all  the  unobjectionable  orders  have  been 
acted  upon  that  will  dispose  of  a  large  number, 
probably,  of  matters  that  would  otherwise  be 
referred  to  the  next  city  government.  Then  we 
can  determine  as  to  what  action  to  take  relative 
to  the  balance.  I  would  be  in  favor  of  that 
mode  of  action.  I  would  object  to  some  of  the 
matters  here  being  passed  without  debate.  I 
hope  the  reconsideration  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Short— I  don't  know  of  any  two  other 
members  than    the    gentleman    from    Ward 
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25  and  my  colleague  from  Ward  22,  who  are  par- 
ticularly interested  in  any  of  these  numbers, 
and  if  the  reconsideration  is  to  prevail,  I  trust  it 
will  be  with  the  understanding  that  those  two 
matters  be  considered  separately.  Then  the 
rest  can  be  acted  on  as  originally  intended. 

The  President— The  time  for  debate  has  ex- 
pired. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  declared  car- 
ried. Mr.  Whall  doubted  the  vote  and  asked 
for  a  verification  by  a  rising  vote. 

The  Council  was  divided,  but  before  the  result 
was  announced  Mr.  Whall  withdrew  the  doubt. 

The  President — The  clerk  will  proceed  with 
the  orders  on  the  calendar. 

Mr.  Whall— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  Is  not 
the  question  whether  Mr.  Whitmore's  motion 
shall  be  accepted? 

The  President— It  is. 

Mr.  Whall— I  move  that  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  have  no  objection.  I  only 
wish  to  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  cor- 
rect an  error  which  I  think  has  been  made  by 
the  gentleman  on  my  left,  in  regard  to  the  tak- 
ing up  of  No.  26.  which  I  would  say  was  not  my 
order  at  all.  The  motion  1  made  was  that  the 
rule  be  suspended,  and  whether  that  was  done 
or  not  I  don't  know.  I  didn't  call  it  up  out  of 
order,  because  I  could  not  do  so. 

Mr.  Whitmore's  motion  was  declared  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Short— I  rise  for  information.  Are  we 
under  the  reconsideration  just  passed  to  take 
up  the  matters  separately? 

The  President — The  Chair  is  in  error.  They 
are  all  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Whall— If  they  are  on  the  table,  they  are 
there  by  reason  of  my  motion.  My  motion  did 
did  not  refer  to  them  as  specific  matters,  but 
was  simply  that  Mr.  Whitmore's  motion  cover- 
ing them  be  laid  on  the  table.  So  that  it  would 
be  quite  right  to  take  up  whatever  matters  that 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  22  might  want  passed 
upon,  unless  Mr.  Whitmore's  motion  is  taken 
from  the  table  and  the  remaining  orders  sent  to 
the  next  city  government. 

Mr.  Leary— I  believe  the  proper  way  is  to 
make  the  motion  to  refer  to  the  next  city  gov- 
ernment, unless  objection  is  made;  and  I  move 
that  No.  24  be  referred  to  the  next  city  govern- 
ment, unless  objection  is  made. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  object. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  rule  at  this 
time  that  the  motion  made  by  Mr.  Whall  lays 
all  the  papers,  from  No.  24  to  No.  42,  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  R.  Sullivan  moved  to  take  past  assign- 
ment 35  from  the  table. 

Mr.  F.  R.  Morrison  claimed  the  floor  as  the 
President  had  not  recognized  Mr.  Sullivan,  and 
the  President  said  he  had  recognized  Mr.  Sulli- 
van. 

Mr.  Ladd— -I  do  not  wish  to  object,  but  I  would 
ask  if  the  gentleman  from  Ward  22  and  his 
friend  will  allow  us  to  take  Number  36  from  the 
table, 

Mr.  Frost — And  also  Number  27. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  object. 

Mr.  Gomez— Mr.  President. 

The  President— The  question  is  upon  the 
motion  to  take  Number  35  from  the  table. 

Mr.  Gomez— I  wish  to  offer  an  amendment 
that  number  32  be  also  taken  up. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  object. 

The  President — Mr.  Whitmore  objects.  We 
will  take  but  one  number  at  a  time.  The  ques- 
tion is  upon  taking  number  35  from  the  table. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  suppose  that  as  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  has  a  right  to  object,  we  may  ob- 
ject to  35  also.  I  shall  object  to  it  unless  we  can 
consider  some  other  orders. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  say  now  for 
the  information  of  gentlemen  interested  in  the 
orders  now  on  the  table,  that  the  orders  on  the 
calendar,  numbers  24  to  42,  are  on  the  table.    To 

fet  those  orders  from  the  table  a  motion  must 
e  made  to  take  them  from  the  table.  Mr.  Sul- 
livan of  Ward  22  moves  to  take  from  the  table 
order  No.  35.  Question  is  on  taking  that  order 
from  the  table. 

Mr.  Short— if  the  gentleman  from  Ward  22 
makes  a  motion  to  take  one  of  these  orders  from 
the  table  and  that  is  objected  to,  is  it  not  to  be 
put  to  a  vote? 

The  President— It  is. 

Mr.  Chamberi  ain— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
Number  35  can  be  taken  from  the  table  by  a 


majority  vote,  but  to  take  it  out  of  the  regular 
order  it  would  need  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  taking 
order  35  from  the  table. 

Mr.  Carroll— I  move  that  all  matters  be 
acted  upon  without  debate. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Allow  me  to  make  a  sugges- 
tion. In  order  to  get  out  of  the  snarl  we  are  in, 
I  move  to  rescind  the  vote  by  which  the  matters 
on  the  calemdars  were  laid  on  the  table.  We 
will  then  be- just  where  we  were  before. 

Mr.  Wkson-1  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I  would 
ask  whether  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  is  in  order,  pending  the  vote  upon  Mr. 
Sullivan's  motion. 

The  President— The  Chair  understood  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  22  to  accept  the  sugges- 
tion of  Mr.  Whitmore. 

Mr.  Sullivan — I  withdraw  my  motion. 

The  motion  to  rescind  was  carried. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  now  take  the 
numbers  on  the  calendar  in  regular  order.  The 
clerk  will  take  up  No.  24. 

24.  Report  of  Committee  on  Water,  and  order 
authorizing  the  Boston  Water  Board  to  charge 
to  the  appropriation  for  high  service  the  cost  of 
extending  the  East  Boston  higli  service  to 
Breed's  Island,  said  cost  not  to  exceed  §40,000. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  read 
twice  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

M  r.  Blume— I  desire  to  ask  some  member  of 
the  Council  for  information.  What  is  the  need 
of  spending  §40,000  in  putting  water  on  Breed's 
Island? 

Mr.  Bowman— This  is  not  a  request  for  an  ap- 
propriation of  money.  In  the  estimate  of  the 
Water  Board  this  year  they  included  the  cost  of 
putting  the  high  service  upon  Breed's  Island. 
This  is  merely  a  question  whether  it  shall  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  extension  of 
mains  or  high  service,  and  they  want  to  charge 
it  to  the  high  service.  The  estimate  was  made 
to  charge  it  to  the  extension  of  mains,  but  that 
appropriation  is  so  much  smaller  than  the  ap- 
propriation for  high  service  that  they  preferred 
to  charge  it  to  the  appropriation  for  high  service. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence ;  yeas  50, 
nays  1 : 

Yeas — Atwood,  Barry,  Bowman,  Burr,  Carroll, 
Carstensen,  Chamberlain,  Cochran,  Coleman, 
Coyle,  Desmond,  Dewey,  Dolan,  Duggan,  Fisher, 
Fottler,  Fowler,  Frost,  Gomez,  Haagerty,  Har- 
rington, Keliher,  Kennedy,  Ladd,  Lauten, 
Leary,  Light,  McEnaney,  McKenna.  McNary, 
Morison,  Morrison,  J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Murphy, 
O'Mealey.  Perkins,  C.  C.  Powers,  E.  J.  Powers, 
Reilly,  Sanger,  Shaw,  Short,  Snow.  E.  Sullivan. 
J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan,  Sundberg,  Teevens, 
Thayer,  Tuttle— 50. 

Nay-  Blume— 1. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Clark,  Connolly,  Dav 
ern,  Dunn,  Foss,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gallagher, 
Hayes,  Kelley,  Lattimore,  Mahoney,  J.  Murphy, 
Norton.  Nunan,  Perry.  Richards,  Tracy,  Web- 
ster, Whall,  Whitmore,  Wilson— 21. 

Mr.  Cochran  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost. 

27.  Report  of  Committee  on  Improved  Sewer- 
age, and  order,  new  draft,  requesting  city  en- 
gineer to  have  the  edgestones  in  Northampton 
place  reset  and  the  sidewalks  put  in  proper  con- 
dition, the  expense  to  be  charged  to  "Improved 
Sewerage." 

Mr.  Leary  moved  to  refer  to  the  next  city 
government. 

Mr.  Frost— I  desire  to  have  it  passed. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  lost. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  passed 
in  concurrence.  Mr.  Frost  moved  to  reconsider , 
lost. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  moved  to  act  on  Nos.  28  to 
31  together,  and  refer  to  the  next  city  govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  Ladd  objected,  and  the  president  directed 
them  to  be  taken  up  separately. 

28.  Report  of  Committee  on  Water,  and  order 
authorizing  the  Boston  Water  Board  to  sell  all 
unserviceable  water  meters  which  have  accu- 
mu'ated  in  the  department;  also  any  second- 
hand 48-inch  pipe  which  can  be  disposed  of  to 
advantage. 

Mr.  Keliher— The  Water  Commissioners  are 
very  anxious  to  sell  a  large  quantity  of  old  cop- 
per that  has  been  collecting  for  the  last  12 
months.  If  the  gentlemen  have  followed  the 
copper  market  they  know  the  price  is  very  high  ; 
it  never  has  been  so  high  before.  The  Water 
Board  are  very  anxious  to  get  rid  of  this  copper 
at  present. 
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Mr.  Fowler  moved  that  the  rules  he  so  far 
suspended  that  Nos.  28  to  30  be  read  by  their 
titles. 

Mr.  Wilson  objected,  and  No.  28  was  proceed- 
ed with. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Mr.  WiLSon  moved  to  strike  out  the  part  re- 
lating to  sale  of  unserviceable  water  meters. 

Mr.  Sanger  asked  the  reason  for  the  arnend- 
nent. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  can  say  that  this  question  of 
unserviceable  water  meters  is  a  very  large  sub- 
ject. I  believe  a  great  many  of  these  water 
meters  may  be  needed  at  some  time  in 
the  future  as  evidence  in  court.  I  be- 
lieve it  will  be  prejudicial  to  the  interests 
of  the  city  of  Boston  if  we  at  this  time  rush  this 
order  through  in  this  manner.  I  myself  have 
devoted  considerable  time  to  the  subject  of 
water  meters,  and  I  request  that,  in  as  much  as 
the  city  will  not  be  injured  by  retaining  these 
meters  for  a  few  weeks,  that  that  portion  of  the 
order  relating  to  the  unserviceable  water  meters 
be  stricken  out,  and  if  it  is  stricken  out  I  will 
put  in  an  order  referring  to  these  water  meters, 
and  ask  the  Water  Board  to  report  to  the  city 
Council  if  there  are  any  unserviceable  water 
meters,  and  the  number  thereof,  so  that  we 
may  have  some  knowledge  of  what  we  are  act- 
ing on. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order 
as  amended  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Frost  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.  Sent  up 

Mr.  Wilson — I  ask  the  privilege  of  introduc- 
ing an  order  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Fowler— I  object,  Mr.  President. 

The  President— Mr.  Fowler  objects.  No.  29 
on  the  calendar. 

29.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  that  the 
orders  for  the  payment  to  Willard  Welsh,  Nellie 
M.  Brown,  and  Andrew  J.  Church  the  amounts 
paid  by  them  to  the  city  for  defective  tax  deeds 
of  certain  estates  sold  for  unpaid  taxes  ($60, 
$8.89,  $t>.45,  respectively,  with  interest),  ought  to 
pass. 

Beport  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 

30.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  and  order 
for  a  release,  for  the  sum  of  $2500,  to  Benjamin 
Cushing  and  others,  the  city's  rights,  title,  and 
interest  in  the  lot  of  land  on  the  easterly  side  of 
Purchase  street,  formerly  owned  by  the  late 
William  L.  Cushing. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  some  information 
from  some  member  ot  the  Committee  on  Claims 
in  regard  to  this  order. 

Mr.  Gomez— I  have  only  to  say  this,  that  the 
Law  Department  came  in  and  recommended 
this  settlement,  that  the  land  as  it  stands  now 
is  bringing  in  no  interest  at  all  to  the  city  of 
Boston,  and  that  the  land  is  to  be  sold  to  some  of 
the  heirs.  The  matter  is  complicated  legally, 
but  when  they  get  it  we  know  that  the  property 
will  be  improved  and  that  we  will  get  some 
taxes  out  of  it. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  passed 
in  concurrence. 

31.  Reference  to  the  next  city  government  of 
the  subject  of  employing  a  night  watchman  to 
be  stationed  in  the  Old  State  House. 

The  Council  concurred  in  the  reference. 

PAST  ASSIGNMENTS. 

32.  Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  and  order 
for  a  transfer  of  $10,000  from  the  appropriation 
for  Wharf  Paving  Department  to  the  appropri- 
ation for  Paving  Department. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed;  yeas  52,  nays  2: 

Yeas— Atwood,  Barry,  Bowman,  Burr,  Carroll, 
Carstensen,  Chainb'  rlain,  Cochran,  Coleman, 
Coyle,  Duggan,  Fisher,  Foss,  Fottler,  Fowler, 
Frost,  Gomez,  Haggerty,  Harrington,  Keliher, 
Kelley,  Kennedy,  Ladd,  Lauten,  Leary.  Light, 
McEnaney,  McKenna,  McNary,  F.  Morison,  F. 
R.  Morrison,  J.  Murphy,  J.  J.  Murphy.  W.  H. 
Murphy,  Nunan,  O'Mealey,  Perkins,  Perry.  C.C. 
Powers.  E.  J.  Powers,  Sanger,  Shaw,  Short, 
Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan, 
Teeveus,  Thayer,  Tuttle,  Whall,  Wilson— 52. 

Nays — Blume,  Dewey— 2. 

Absentornot  voting— Clark,  Connolly,  Davern, 
Desmond,  Dolan,  Dunn,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J.  Gal- 
lagher, Hayes,  Lattimore,  Mahoney,  Norton, 
Reilly,  Richards,  Sundberg.  Tracy,  Webster, 
Whitmore— 18. 

Mr.  Whall  moved  to  reconsider;  lost.  Sent 
■up. 

33.  Order  for  the  mayor  to  petition  the  Legis- 
lature for  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the 


city  to  construct  subways  for  sewers  and  water 
mains,  and  to  lease  the  same  to  gas,  telegraph 
and  other  companies,  etc. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whall,  to  the  next 
city  government.    Sent  up. 

34.  Order  to  petition  for  legislation  to  give  the 
School  Committee  exclusive  control  of  all  mat- 
ters relating  to  the  public  schools,  and  the  pow- 
er to  fix  the  amount  of  annual  appropriations 
therefor,  such  amount  to  be  levied  as  a  separ- 
ate tax. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sanger,  to  the  next 
city  government.    Sent  up. 

35.  Order  for  mayor  to  petition  Legislature  for 
amendment  to  city  charter  so  that  the  number 
of  aldermen  shall  be  increased  to  25,  and  that 
each  ward  may  be  represented. 

Read  twice  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Wilson  did  not  believe  in  the  order  and 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  or- 
dered. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  41,  nays  11: 

Yeas— Atwood,  Barry,  Blume,  Bowman,  Burr, 
Carroll,  Carstensen,  Chamberlain,  Cochran. 
Coleman,  Coyle,  Duggan,  Fisher.  Foss,  Fowler, 
Gomez,  Haggerty,  Keliher,  Kelley,  Light.  Ma- 
honey, McEnaney,  McKenna,  McNary,  F.  R. 
Morrison,  J,  Murphy,  J.  J.  Murphy,  W.  H.  Mur- 
phy, Nunan,  O'Mealey,  Perry,  E.  J.  Powers, 
Shaw,  Short.  Snow,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  R.  Sullivan. 
Teevens,  Tuttle,  Webster,  Whall— 41. 

Nays— Dewey,  Fottler,  Ladd,  Lattimore,  F. 
Morison,  Perkins,  C.  C.  Powers,  Sanger,  E.  Sul- 
livan, Thayer.  Wilson— 11. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Clark.Connolly.  Davern, 
Desmond,  Dolan,  Dunn,  Frost,  J.  Gallagher,  P.  J. 
Gallagher,  Harrington,  Hayes,  Kennedy,  Lau- 
ten, Leary,  Norton,  Reilly,  Richards,  Sundberg, 
Tracy,  Whitmore— 20. 

36.  Order  recommended  in  a  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Paving  (Aid.),  to  add  to  the  yard 
of  the  police  station  on  Boylston  street  a 
strip  of  land  20  feet  wide,  and  containing  2200 
square  feet,  now  a  part  of  the  paving  yard  on 
said  street. 

Mr.  Leary  moved  to  refer  to  the  next  city 
government. 

Mr.  Sanger— I  hope  that  motion  will  not  pre- 
vail. There  cannot  be  the  slightest  objection  to 
the  order  to  transfer  a  small  piece  of  lindfrom 
one  department  to  another,  to  a  police  station 
which  has  not  ample  room  at  present. 

Mr.  Leary  withdrew  his  motion,  and  the  order 
was  read  a  second  time  and  passed.  Mr.  Fottler 
moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

37.  Order  requesting  the  superintendent  of 
bridges  to  repair  the  bridges  over  Stony  brook, 
on  Florence  street,  and  Washington  street,  be- 
tween Poplar  and  Kittredge  streets. 

Referred  to  next  city  government,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Leary.    Sent  up. 

38.  Non-concurrence  by  Board  of  Aldermen  in 
the  action  of  this  Council  in  recommitting  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Water,  leave  to 
withdraw,  on  recommendation  of  the  Water 
Board,  on  the  petition  of  Michael  C.  O'Hare  for 
compensation  for  personal  injuries  received 
through  alleged  negligence  of  an  employee  of 
the  city  while  the  petitioner  was  employed  in 
the  Water  Department. 

Referred  to  the  next  city  government,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Short.    Sent  up. 

39.  Adherence  by  Board  of  Aldermen  to  vote 
accepting  the  report  of  Committee  on  Health, 
leave  to  withdraw,  on  the  petitions  of  Joseph 
Harris  and  others  for  the  abatement  of  an  al- 
leged nuisance  in  the  vicinity  of  Harrison 
square,  Dorchester,  and  James  H.  Stark  and 
others,  residents  in  and  about  Savin  Hill,  for  the 
abatement  of  an  alleged  nuisance  in  the  vicinity 
of  Glover's  Corner,  Dorchester. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall  the  Council  voted  to 
recede  and  concur. 

40.  Aji  ordinance  to  amend  Chapter  46  of  the 
Revised  Ordinances  of  1885,  by  adding  a  new  sec- 
tion, as  follows: 

Sec.  22.  Any  person  hiring  from  the  city  of 
Boston  a  stall  in  any  market  controlled  by  said 
city  shall  be  allowed  to  keep  such  stall  open  for 
business  on  any  legal  holiday  which  occurs  on  a 
Saturday  or  Monday,  up  to  the  hour  of  8  A.M.  of 
such  day,  without  thereby  prejudicing  his 
rights  under  his  lease  from  said  city. 

Question  on  substituting  said  ordinance  for 
the  order  on  the  subject  reported  by  the  Judi- 
cia  iv  Committee  Dec.  8. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  R.  Sullivan,  to  the 
next  city  government. 
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41.  Order  that  the  mayor  petition  the  Legisla- 
ture to  amend  the  civil  service  statutes  so  as  to 
exempt  from  its  general  provisions  the  common 
laborers  of  the  city  of  Boston. 

Mr.  Frost  moved  to  refer  to  the  next  city  gov- 
ernment. 

Mr.  Short— I  hope  that  will  not  he  referred  to 
the  next  city  government,  hut  that  it  will  be 
acted  upon  here  tonight.   . 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  next  city  govern- 
ment was  lost,  and  the  question  came  on  the 
second  reading  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Sanger  moved  the  indefinite  postpone- 
ment of  the  order ;  lost. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed. 
Mr.  Leary  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 

MARINE  PARK  BETTERMENTS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall  the  following  was 
taken  from  the  table  and  referred  to  the  next 
city  government. 

42.  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  that  the 
order  for  the  city  to  refund  90  per  cent  of  the 
amount  paid  for  betterments  on  account  of  the 
laying  out  of  the  Marine  park, ought  not  to  pass, 
as  the  corporation  counsel  has  decided  that  such 
refund  would  be  illegal. 

Sent  up. 

UNDERGROUND    WIRES. 

Blr.  Keliher  submitted  the  following  (City 
Doc.  174) : 

In  Common  Council,  Dec.  29,  1887. 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Under- 
ground Wires,  who  were  authorized,  by  an  or- 
der of  the  City  Council  passed  July  8,  1887,  to 
visit  New  York,  Brooklyn,  Philadelphia  and 
Washington,  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the 
underground  systems  in  operation  in  those  cities, 
respectfully  submit  the  following  report. 

The  committee  visited  the  cities  above-men- 
tioned, and  were  in  each  instance  received  with 
marked  courtesy  by  the  public  officials  and  rep- 
resentatives of  the  various  electric  wire  com- 
panies. They  were  afforded  every  facility  for 
inspecting  the  underground  systems,  in  use  or 
projected,  in  the  different  cities,  and  obtained 
much  valuable  information  upon  the  subject. 
It  is  the  purpose  of  the  committee  to  briefly  de- 
tail the  experience  of  the  cities  visited,  begin- 
ning with  an  account  of  the  progress  made  in 
our  own  city  toward  securing  a  successful  sys- 
tem, and  afterward  to  state  the  conclusions  ar- 
rived at  as  the  result  of  their  investigation  of 
the  subject. 

Boston. 

The  subject  of  laying  electric  wires  under- 
ground came  prominently  before  the  City  Coun- 
cil in  1886,  at  the  time  the  petitions  of  the  New 
England  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company, 
and  the  Edison  Electric  Light  Company,  were 
presented,  asking  for  leave  to  lay  their  wires 
underground  in  some  of  the  principal  business 
streets  of  the  city.  The  Committee  on  Under- 
ground Wires  gave  two  hearings  to  the  parties 
petitioning,  and  there  were  present  at  the  hear- 
ings some  of  the  most  expert  electricians  in 
Boston,  representing  the  different  telegraph, 
telephone,  and  electric-light  companies.  Much 
valuable  information  was  obtamed  at  these 
hearings,  although,  as  might  be  expected,  there 
was  considerable  divergence  of  opinion  among 
the  electricians.  While  some  of  those  present 
were  of  the  opinion  that  both  telephone  and 
incandescent  electric-light  wires  could  be  suc- 
cessfully operated  underground,  there  were 
others  who  held  an  opposite  view,  and 
this  was  more  particularly  the  case  among 
the  representatives  of  the  telegraph  companies. 
It  was  generally  agreed,  however,  that  the  arc- 
light  wires  could  not  be  successfully  or  safely 
operated  underground,  owing  to  the  intensity 
of  their  electric  current,  and  the  attendant 
dangers  to  life  and  property  that  would  arise 
in  case  of  imperfect  insulation.  It  was  also 
claimed  that  the  great  intensity  of  the  arc-light 
wires  would  seriously  disturb  the  working  of 
the  telegraph  or  telephone  wires  that  might  be 
laid  in  their  vicinity.  Notwithstanding  this 
diversity  of  views,  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
granted  the  desired  permits,  and  under  the  au- 
thority thus  obtained,  the  New  England  Tele- 
phone and  Telegraph  Company  and  the 
Edison  Electric  Light  Company  have  already 
laid  during  the  past  year  many  miles  of  under- 
ground conduits,  in  which  to  place  their  wires. 
The  former  company  have  now  600  or  700  miles 
of  wire  laid  underground,  in    cables  contain- 


ing fifty  or  one  hundred  wires,  the  cables 
being  constructed  like  the  ordinary  over- 
head cables,  and  each  wire  being  separately 
insulated.  These  cables  are  laid  in  wooden 
conduits  or  boxes,  about  two  feet  square, 
made  of  creosoted  planks,  and  laid  in  lengths  of 
about  20  feet ;  these  boxes  are  subdivided  into  12 
or  16  ducts,  according  to  the  size  of  the  boxes, 
and  each  <  ne  of  these  ducts  carries  a  cable.  The 
junctions  of  the  boxes  are  insulated  and  made 
waterproof  by  an  application  of  hot  tar,  with 
which  all  the  spaces  are  filled.  The  conduit  is 
then  covered  with  tarred  paper  and  an  outside 
casing  of  creosoted  planks.  Man-holes  are  con- 
structed at  distances  of  200  feet,  or  nearer  if 
necessary,  and  from  one  to  the  other  of  these 
the  cables  can  be  drawn  through  the  conduits,  a 
pilot  or  drawing  line  being  generally  left  in  each 
duct.  Distribution  is  made  by  means  of  lead 
cables  connecting  with  the  conduits.  It  is  the 
intention  of  the  telephone  company  to  place  all 
of  its  wires  underground  as  soon  as  possible  in 
the  business  portion  of  the  city. 

The  underground  system  that  is  made  use  Ci 
by  the  Edison  Electric  Light  Company  was  spec- 
ially devised  by  Mr.  Thomas  A.  Edison,  and,  it 
is  understood,  cannot  be  made  available  for 
other  companies.  The  wires  are  of  copper, 
wound  separately  with  cord,  and  encased  in  an 
iron  pipe,  into  which  hot  bitumen  is  poured, 
filling  all  the  interstices,  and  forming,  when 
cooled,  a  perfect  insulating  compound.  At  short 
distances,  where  it  is  necessary  to  tap  the  sys- 
tem for  service  to  one  side  or  the  other,  there 
are  arranged  junction  boxes,  as  they  are  called, 
in  shape  somewhat  like  a  three-way  valve.  The 
ends  of  the  two  large  copper  wires  in  each  iron 
pipe  are  joined  by  means  of  twisted  wire  applied 
in  such  manner  as  not  to  impair  their  flexibility. 
The  main  wires  can  be  tapped  in  the  junction 
boxes,  and  service  wires  can  be  taken  to  one 
side  or  another  through  the  openings  in  the  box. 
The  chief  difficulty  encountered  at  the  junction 
boxes  is  in  regard  to  insulation,  from  the  fact 
that,  as  the  insulating  compound  must  be  ap- 
plied hot,  and  as  it  sometimes  cools  too  sudden- 
ly, or  before  the  spaces  are  completely  filled,  the 
insulation  is  imperfect.  This  difficulty  has  been 
remedied,  however,  to  a  great  extent,  by  recent 
inventions  of  Mr.  Edison,  and  the  system  is  now 
claimed  to  work  almost  perfectly.  Some  15 
miles  of  the  iron  pipes  or  conduits  of  the  Edi- 
son Company  have  already  been  laid  in  the 
streets  of  our  city.  In  addition  to  these  under- 
ground systems  above  mentioned,  there  is  a 
short  distance  of  wire  underground  which  was 
laid  by  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company, 
.from  their  office  in  State  street  to  Haymarket 
square;  but  this,  it  is  understood,  has  not 
worked  satisfactorily,  and  is  not  now  made 
use  of. 

JSfew  York. 

In  New  York,  in  the  year  1885,  a  commission 
was  established  by  act  of  the  Legislature  to  ex- 
amine into  the  whole  question  of  placing  the 
electric- wire  system  in  use  in  that  city  under- 
ground, and  to  determine  as  to  the  most  desira- 
ble method  to  be  adopted.  The  commission  is 
called  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Electri- 
cal Sub-ways,  and  now  consists  of  Messrs.  Ja- 
cob Hess,  Theodore  Moss,  and  Daniel  L.  Gib- 
bens.  This  commission  has  investigated  the 
subject  very  extensively,  and  has  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  testing  the  latest  and  mc-st  improved 
methods  in  use  regarding  underground  sys- 
tems. After  examining  the  different  forms 
of  conduits,  and  considering  the  num- 
erous plans  proposed,  the  conclusion  ar- 
rived at  by  the  commission,  in  a  general  way, 
was  that  the  problem  oi  removing  electrical 
conductors  from  above  the  surface  of  the  street 
and  operating  them  underground,  was  one  of  a 
mechanical  rather  than  an  electrical  nature, 
and  that  the  numerous  objections  that  have 
been  urged  from  a  scientific  standpoint  against 
the  underground  system  had  at  last  practically 
resolved  themselves  into  the  one  question,  as  to 
the  best  method  of  obtaining  the  requisite  insu- 
lation necessary  for  successfully  operating  the 
system.  The  mechanical  part  of  the  subject  in- 
volves the  questions  of  economy  and  conve- 
niece  in  locating  and  maintaining  the  electrical 
conductors  underground,  and  constitute  in  re- 
ality the  questions  most  difficult  of  solution. 

The  following  statement  regarding  the  under- 
ground conduits  now  in  use  and  in  process  of 
construction  in  New  York  city  was  furnished  to 
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the  committee  by  Mr.  Daniel  L.  Gibbens  of  the 
Sub-way  Commission: 

The  material  to  be  used  in  the  construction  of 
conduits  was  to  be  considered  only  as  to  its 
strength  and  durability  as  a  protector  for  elec- 
tric cables.  The  practicability  of  operating 
electrical  conductors  underground  is  now  set- 
tled. The  commission  were  at  work  construct- 
ing conduits,  and  the  result  of  their  work  de- 
monstrated that  it  was  only  a  question  of  a  few 
years  when  all  electric  wires  in  the  city  of  New 
York  would  be  operated  underground.  The  re- 
sult of  their  experience  is,  that  electric  wires 
can  be  operated  as  cheaply  and  successfully 
underground  as  overhead.  The  conduit  in 
Sixth  avenue,  New  York,  is  completed  for  a  dis- 
tance of  two  miles,  and  consists  of  24  ducts,  and 
cost  $60,000  a  mile.  This  is  a  drawing-in  sys- 
tem, with  frequent  manholes,  so  that  the  wires 
are  easily  reached  at  frequent  intervals,  being 
best  adapted  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
present  electrical  service.  The  commission  re- 
commended a  conduit  constructed  of  asphalt  or 
bituminous  concrete,  capable  of  sustaining  the 
following  tests : 

"Strength— It  should  sustain  a  crushing  test 
of  4000  pounds  per  square  inch,  and  have  a  ten- 
sile strength  of  not  less  than  300  pounds  per 
square  inch  of  section. 

Resistance  to  Heat  and  Cold. — It  should  not 
crack  when  subjected  to  temperature  of  10° 
below  zero,  nor  lose  its  shape  at  200°.  It  should 
not  soften  below  160°. 

"Other  Physical  Properties.— It  should  resist 
the  action  of  organic  acids  and  illuminating 
gas.  and  should  not  disintegrate  under  the 
action  of  salt  water. 

"Materials.— The  pitch  or  asphalt  should  be  in- 
spected before  it  enters  into  the  concrete,  and 
be  pliable  at  150°,  but  brittle  below  that  tempera- 
ture. It  should  not  be  heated  above  325°  in  boil- 
ing. The  sand  used  should  be  silicious,  and  the 
porosity  of  each  lot  carefully  determined,  to  in- 
sure the  perfect  cohesion  of  the  mass,  with  no 
excess  of  plastic  material." 

Your  committee  may  state  here  that,  from 
their  observations,  the  underground  system  is 
fairly  underway  in  New  York  city. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Edward  H.  John- 
son, president  of  the  Edison  United  Manufac- 
turing Company  of  New  York,  the  committee 
were  afforded  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  the 
system  made  use  of  by  the  company,  and  were 
furnished  the  following  account  of  its  invention 
by  Mr.  Edison,  and  the  main  characteristics  of 
its  construction : 

Mr.  Thomas  A.  Edison  started  in  1880  to  pro- 
duce electric  lights  for  all  purposes.  He  fol- 
lowed the  system  used  by  gas  companies,  and 
improved  the  system  as  far  as  electricity  afford- 
ed him  an  opportunity.  He  did  not  believe  in 
placing  cables  in  conduits,  as  no  insulation  will 
stand  the  deteriorating  effect  of  moisture  and 
dryness  which  are  inevitable  in  a  conduit  un- 
less the  conduit  is  filled  solid  to  the  exclusion  of 
said  properties.  Edison  has  given  up  conduits, 
and  carries  electricity  through  tubes  filled  solid 
between  the  wires,  and  has  now  devised  a  com- 
plete insulating  material  impervious  to  air  and 
moisture. 

The  theory  of  the  Edison  cable  is  practically 
established,  and  its  efficiency  depends  on  the 
care  of  the  workmen  in  manufacturing  the 
cable,  and  making  the  connections  in  laying 
them  underground.  The  Edison  Company  are 
putting  down  100  miles  of  the  Edison  cable  in 
New  York  city  now,  and  the  only  difficulty 
they  find  is  in  making  connections  without  ab- 
sorbing moisture,  and  the  work  has,  conse- 
quently, to  be  done  with  the  greatest  care, 
flexible  couplings  are  used  every  20  feet,  in 
order  to  provide  for  expansion  and  contraction. 
Mr.  Edison  is  now  devising  some  material  to  be 
used  in  making  connections  in  the  streets,  that 
will  be  effective  without  having  to  be  subjected 
to  so  much  heat,  and  promises  to  give  it  to  us 
shortly.  No  variation  of  temperature  can  affect 
the  Edison  system.  They  have  30  miles  laid  in 
Milan,  Italy,  and  some  in  use  in  London  and 
Berlin.  If  a  leak  takes  place,  there  is  a  system 
of  detection  by  which  it  can  be  located  within 
one  length,  or  20  feet.  The  cost  per  mile.  .$5000. 
It  is  impracticable  for  the  tube  to  take  other 
wires. 

Brooklyn. 

In  Brooklyn  the  committee  met  His  Honor 
Daniel  D.  Whitney,  mayor   of   the   city,  who, 


upon  being  questioned  on  the  subject,  stated 
that  he  was  in  favor  of  placing  all  electrical 
wires  underground.  In  that  city,  as  in  New 
York,  an  Electrical  Subway  Commission  has 
been  established,  to  investigate  the  subject,  and 
determine,  if  possible,  as  to  the  best  methods  to 
be  made  use  of  for  conducting  wires  under- 
ground. The  president  of  the  commission, 
Prof.  George  W.  Plympton,  has  visited  the  prin- 
cipal cities  of  this  country  and  in  Europe, 
and  submitted  a  report  last  year,  giving  an  ac- 
count of  the  progress  made  both  in  this  country 
and  in  Europe  towards  establishing  under- 
ground systems.  As  this  report  furnishes  the 
latest  information  concerning  the  underground 
systems  in  foreign  cities,  it  is  presented  here- 
with as  a  matter  of  interest  to  our  citizens, 
although  it  may  not  be  found  of  any  special 
value,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  electric  service 
in  foreign  cities,  from  the  meagreness  of  its  ex- 
tent, otters  no  comparison  to  that  of  the  leading 
cities  of  our  own  country. 

Special  Report  Made  to  the  Board  by  Prof.  Plymp- 
ton, its  President,  as  to  Telephone   and   Tele- 
graph Systems  in  European  Cities.  —^ 
At  a  meeting  of  our  board  held  in  July  last,  it  was 
deemed  oesirable  that  a  personal  examination  by  some 
member  of  tin*  board  should  be  made  of  the  telegraph 
and  telephone  :-ysteins  of  European  cities, 

In  accordance  with  the  teims  of  *  resolution  passed  on 
the  8tli  day  of  July.  I  left  New  York  foi  Liverpool  on  the 
21st  of  that  month,  arriving  in  Liverpool  on  the  morning 
of  the  29th,  and  reaching  London  on  the  evening  of  the 
same  day. 

Some  letters  of  introduction  to  Mr.  Preece,  the  electri- 
cian of  the  British  Postal  Telegraph  Service,  secured  for 
me  the  cordial  and  polite  attention  of  the  chief  himself, 
and  the  very  efficient  aid  of  the  officials  in  charge  of 
special  departments  of  the  ser  vice.  No  extensions  or  re- 
pairs of  the  lines  were  in  progress  at  the  date  of  my  call, 
but  1  was  invited  to  examine  the  construction  of  the  con- 
duit oipes  and  the  cables  they  contain  so  far  as  they  were 
accessible  at  the  "working- boxes/'  or  man-holes,  as  they 
would  be  called  in  America.  Accompanied  by  Mr.  Fleet- 
wood, an  electrician  of  the  postal  service,  I  examined 
several  of  these  "boxes,"  which  had  been  opened  by  his 
order  for  the  purpose. 

The  covers  are  fitted  very  tight,  and  are  flush  with  the 
pavement  of  the  sidewalk.  In  two  instances  the  work- 
men failed  in  their  attempts  to  pry  them  off.  The  "boxes" 
are  shallow,  scarcely  two  feet  deep,  ana  only  16  by  24 
inches  in  lateral  dimensions.  The  conduit  pipes  are  of 
cast-iron,  and  mostly  of  three  inchss  in  diameter.  Into 
these  pipes  the  insulated  wires  in  a  loose  bundle  are 
drawn, — gutta  pcreha  is  the  only  insulating  material  used. 
The  wires  are  tor  telegraphic  service  almost  exclusively  * 
only  a  few  telephone  wires,  and  these  for  the  use  of  the 
p<  stofnce,  are  under  the  pavements.  Telephonic  commu- 
nication in  London  is  furnished  by  the  system  of  the  Uni- 
ted i elephone  Company,  whose  wires  are  all  supported 
overhead  bv  house-top  fixtures.  The  right  to  erect  the 
fixtures  is  purchased  of  the  owner  of  the  property. 

Experience  with  underground  telegraph  lines  is  not 
new  in  England.  Belore  1845  such  lines  weie  placed 
underground,  but  they  soon  failed,  and  pole  lines  were 
substituted.  Again,  in  1853,  the  Magnetic  Company  of 
England  laid  wires  for  telegraphic  purposes  in  creosoted 
wood,  buried  two  feet  in  the  earth.  The  insulation  grad- 
ually tailed,  and  again  the  s<  stein  was  replaced  by  one 
on  poles. 

A  section  of  the  conduit  used  at  this  time  was  shown  to 
me  by  Mr.  Preece.  It  was  a  trough-shaped  block  about 
four  inches  «  iile,  and  perfectly  sound,  although  it  had  lain 
buried  at  shallow  depth  more  than  30  years.  Iron  pipes 
are  now  preferred  solely,  because  of  the  protection  they 
afford  against  the  blows  of  pickaxes  and  shovels  of  care- 
less workmen,— a  protection  which  seemingly  might  have 
been  secured  by  a  heavier  conduit  of  timber.  Mr.  Preece 
said  he  knew  of  no  case  of  decay  of  well  creosoted- 
timber. 

From  London  I  went  direct  to  Brussels,  where  I  ar- 
rived on  the  2d  of  August.  To  Messrs.  James  F.  Meeeh 
and  George  Cutter,  both  of  the  International  Electric 
Company,  I  am  indebted  for  mucli  valuable  aid  in  get- 
ting desirtd  information.  These  gentlemen  are  engaged 
in  superintending  the  erection  of  the  Thomson-Houston 
system  ol  arc-h-hting.  Their  operations  during  the  pres- 
ent year  have  extended  as  tar  east  as  Kussia,  north  to 
Sweden  and  Scotland  and  suulh  to  Italy. 

The  acting  superintendent  of  the  telephone  service  in 
Brussels  is  Mr.  E.  Bartelyou,  who  kindly  gave  me  the 
details  of  the  svstem.  The  wire  used  is  a  phosphor-bronze 
wire  of  1  4-10  millimeter  diameter  (or  about  No.  17 
gauge).  Its  strength  admits  nf  long  distances  between 
the  supports,  which  are  all  on  the  housetops  (no  wires  of 
any  kind  are  underground  in  Brussels).  In  a  few  places 
there  was  a  clear  s|  ace  of  270  meters,  or  886  feet  be- 
tween the  supports.  No  stretching  nor  breaking  had  oc- 
curred in  these  long  stretches,  although  the  wires  had 
been  in  place  for  three  years. 

The  managing  director  of  this  company  is  Mr.  DeGroot, 
whose  principal  office  is  in  Antwerp.  As  I  had  brought 
letters  of  Intro  motion  from  personal  friends  of  Mr. 
DeGroot  in  New  York,  and  as  the  franchises  of  his  com- 
pany include  the  telephone  systems  of  Brussels,  Antwerp, 
Stockholm,  Milan  and  Turin,  I  went  on  to  Antwerp  with- 
out delay.  All  my  mqnirbs  regarding  electric,  systems  In 
the  above  cities  were  kindly  answered.    All  wires  of  all 
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kinds,  in  the  above-mentioned  cities,  whether  for  tele- 
graph, telephone  or  electric  lighting,  are  above  ground. 
In  the  northern  cities  I  hey  are  on  the  house-tops,  and  in 


Italy  partly 
along  the  side 
general  rule  v 
electric  lighti 
buried  in  Turin,  and  tin 
wires  supported  ( 


ps  and  partly  upon  brackets 
Hidings.  Two  exceptions  of  this 
oned.  One  was  a  short  circuit  for 
i  Edison  (Incandescent)  system 
;  other  was  a  new  line  of  telephone 
.  poles,  in  one  of  the  streets  of  Antwerp. 

Rinhts  to  erect  fixtures  on  housetops  are  purchased  as 
in  England.  The  price  in  Belgian  cities  is  about  50  cen- 
times (10  cents)  per  wire  per  annum.  The  more  recent 
supports  for  wires  are  of  wronght-iron,  and  are  of  some- 
what orna menial  design.  The  overhead  wires  are  thickly 
clustered  in  some  portions  of  Antwerp  and  Brussels,  but, 
being  of  smaller  diameter,  are  not  so  unsightly  as  the 
same  number  would  appear  in  American  cities. 

I  went  on  into  Germany  on  the  6th  ct  August,  making 
brief  stops  at  Cologne,  Wiesbaden,  Frankfort  and  Heidel- 
berg. Telephones  are  not  milch  used  in  these  cities;  only 
500  in  Cologne,  464  in  Weisbaderi,  430  in  Frankfort,  and 
less  than  100  in  Heidelberg.  All  the  wires  for  these  sys- 
tem? are  supported  overhead,  on  housetop  fixtures  of 
rather  rude  patterns.  The  military  telegraph  is  under- 
ground, all  others  are  in  the  air.  In  Germany,  as  in  Eng- 
land, the  buried  systems  were  tried  early.  The  first  ones 
failed  at  once.  Upon  the  discovery  of  the  insulating 
qualities  of  gutta  percha  by  Dr.  YVierna  Siemens,  in 
1846,  new  experiments  were  tried  with  undergrou  d  sys- 
tems. A  line  of  lour  or  five  miles  in  length  was  laid  be- 
tween Berlin  and  Gros  Beeren,  in  1847.  As  this  appeared 
to  be  successful,  the  experiments  were  continued  until 
more  than  3000  miles  of  gutta-percha  covered  wire  had 
been  buried  in  the  ground.  This  worked  well  for  a  few 
years,  but  finally  failed  entirely,  and  a  line  on  poles  was 
substituted  for  it. 

The  telegraph  wires  now  buried  in  Germany  are  in 
bundles  forming  cables,  known  as  the  Siemens'  cable, 
each  wire  being  separately  insulated,  and  the  whole  pro- 
tected by  a  spirally  wound  heavy  wire,  which  shields  the 
conductors  from  ordinary  injuries.  It  is  an  expensive 
cable,  and  is  better  adapted  for  the  militarj  service,  for 
which  it  is  chiefly  employed,  than  for  the  wants  of  a 
commercial  community.  That  its  use  is  thus  restricted 
in  Germany  is  pretty  well  inaicated  by  the  fact  that  wires 
on  poles  stretch  along  every  mile  of  railway  throughout 
the  empire. 

I  arrived  in  Berlin  on  the  9th  of  August.  As  telegraph, 
telephone,  and  two  kinds  of  electric  lighting  systems  are 
used  in  the  city,  I  sought  information  at  several  points. 
The  telephone  used  here  is  a  German  invention,  differing 
somewhat  from  the  familiar  Bell  pattern,  and  declared  to 
be  unsatisfactory  by  those  who  were  accustomed  to  use 
the  latter. 

Both  the  telegraph  and  telephone  systems  belong  to  the 
government.  The  telephone  wires  are  carried  on  house- 
tops upon  light  iron  fixtures,  much  like  those  in  Belgium. 
The  hijuseowner  is  paid  an  assessed  com  en.-ation  for 
the  occupation  of  the  premises,  but  he  is  obliged  to  submit 
to  it. 

An  electric  lighting  company  have  buried  cables  along 
several  streets  of  the  city.  The  engineer  of  the  company 
gave  me  the  following  list  of  rules  imposed  by  the  impe- 
rial governmei  t  upon  their  work  in  the  streets: 

"The  electric  light  cable  must  be  enclosed  in  an  iron  pipe 
whenever  it  is  buried  within  one  meter  of,  and  parallel  to, 
a  telegraph  cable." 

"In  case  of  the  crossing  of  the  two  systems,  the  electric 
light  cable  must  be  at  least  45  centimeters  (17.7  inches) 
distant  and  above  the  telegraph,  and  moreover  must  be 
covered  with  an  iron  pipe  for  at  least  two  meters  each 
way,  from  the  point  of  nearest  approach." 

"Whenever  an  electric  light  conductor  is  laid  in  a  street 
where  there  is  no  buried  telegraph,  such  conductor  is  to 
be  placed  under  a  sidewalk,  but  at  least  two  meters  from 
the  house  line." 

I  visited  the  Siemens'  establishment,  but  was  unable  to 
meet  Dr.  Siemens,  to  whom  I  had  a  note  of  introduction. 
He  was  out  of  town.  The  manager  of  the  works  in  the 
city  kindly  offered  to  answer  my  inquiries,  and  to  act  as 
interpreter  in  an  interview  with  their  engineer.  In  course 
of  the  conversations,  on  two  separate  occasions,  I  was 
told  that  although  they  knew  of  the  questions  arising  in 
America  regarding  safe  limit  of  proximity  of  wires  for 
different  kinds  of  electric  service,  they  were  not  pre- 
pared to  express  an  opinion  on  the  subject.  They  knew 
of  no  experiments  with  the  quadruple  telegraph,  and  the 
high-tension  alternating  currents  for  arc-lights  were  not 
regarded  with  much  favor,  and  were  not  in  use  in  Berlin. 

It  was  understood  that  the  government  telegraph 
officers  had  been  trying  some  experiments  bearing  upon 
the  solution  of  these  questions,  but  with  what  result  was 
not  known. 

From  Berlin  I  went  south,  arriving  at  Munich  on  the 
13th  of  August.  An  official  at  the  telegraph  station  con- 
nected with  the  postoffice,  informed  me  that  all  the  lines 
were  on  housetops.  The  number  of  telephone  subscrib- 
ers was  730.  The  Worse  system  of  telegraphy  was  used, 
and  the  German  telephone. 

In  Lucerne,  my  next  resting  place,  the  telephone  is  but 
sparingly  used.  Wires  are  upon  light  fixtures  on  house- 
tops. 

In  Milan,  where  I  arrived  late  on  the  16th  of  August, 
I  was  fortunate  in  meeting  Mr.  Strugnell,  an  electrician 
of  the  International  Electrical  Lighting  Company,  who 
at  once  interested  himself  in  the  object  of  my  visit,  and 
rendered  important  service.  Milan  has  about  800  tele- 
phone subscribers.  All  the  wires  are  above  ground,  a 
large  proportion  of  them  being  under  the  eaves,  attached 
to  bracket  fixtures.  The  reason  for  this  departure  from 
the  common  European  practice  is  found  in  the  triple  sys- 
tem of  tiling  on  the  roofs. 


The  Edison,  the  Siemens,  and  the  Thomson  Houston 
systems  of  electric  lighting  are  all  in  use,  with  overhead 
wires  only,  and  seem  likely  to  extend  rapirly.  Some 
complaints  had  just  ueen  made  against  the  Thomson- 
Houston  system,  on  account  of  induction  effects  due  to 
its  high-tension  current. 

An  effective  system  of  street  lighting  is  in  practice 
here.  A  re  lights  of  good  intensity  are  suspended  over 
i  he  middle  of  the  street  from  high  brackets  attached  to 
the  buildings  on  both  sides. 

I  visited  Venice  and  Turir,  but  found  no  features  es- 
sentially different  from  those  of  Milan.  The  systems  of 
all  kinds  were  only  of  less  extent. 

I  reached  Paris  on  the  21st  of  August.  Having  letters 
to  M.  Berthon,  the  well-known  electrician  and  inventor, 
I  went  directly  to  the  offices  of  the  telephone  company  in 
Rue  Caumartin.  I  was  cordially  received,  and  invited 
to  ask  as  many  questions  as  I  liked.  In  response  to  my 
inquiries  M.  Berthon  gave  me  in  substance  the  following 
information : 

There  were  in  Paris,  at  that  date,  about  4t00  telephone 
subsc  ibcrs,  anil  about  2200  in  all  the  rest  of  France.  In 
Paris  telephone  wires  are  made  up  into  small  cables,  and 
conducted  through  the  sewers,  being  held  in  place  by 
small  hooks,  the  shanks  of  which  are  driven  into  the  ma- 
sonry joints.  If  the  sewi  r  ends  before  the  destination  of 
the  telephone  cal>le  is  reached,  the  cable  is  immediately 
run  up  to  the  housetop  and  conveyed  overhead,  as  in 
other  European  cities.  In  other  French  cities  the  wires 
are  all  above  ground,  except  in  Bordeaux,  where  400 
s  ubscribers  are  served  through  a  system  drawn  through 
iron  pipes  underground,  but  at  the  date  of  my  visit  the 
system  was  not  working  very  well.  Two  hundred  of  the 
Paris  subscribers  are  reached  by  wires  above  the  houses, 
because  there  are  no  large  sewers  in  which  to  suspend 
the  wires. 

No  electric-lighting  wires  are  permitted  in  the  sewers. 
Indeed,  there  are  but  few  electric  street  lights  in  Paris. 
There  are  less  than  there  were  five  years  ago,  and  what 
there  are  are  all  overhead. 

In  both  London  and  Paris  all  arc  lights  are  within  short- 
distances  of  the  current  generator,  which  is  generally  a 
dynamo  driven  by  a  gas  engine. 

W .  Berthon  expected  his  company  would  undertake  the 
telephone  service  for  the  principal  cities  of  Spain.  He 
proposed  to  exact,  as  a  condition,  the  right  to  carry  the 
conductors  upon  the  housetops,  employing  a  metallic 
telephone  circuit,  and  cables  of  a  small  number  of  wires 
in  each. 

In  traversing  the  sewer  under  the  Avenue  a'Opera  I 
found  two  groups  of  telephone  conductors,  of  12  cables 
in  each  group,  fastened  securely  to  the  arched  top  of  the 
sewer,  while  brackets  on  the  sides  supported  a  pipe  car- 
ryihg  telegraph  cables,  a  gas  pipe  of  six  inches  and  a 
water  pipe  of  16  inches  diameter,  When  ,he  telegraph 
cables  reach  the  end  of  a  sewer  they  are  continued  under- 
ground in  G.ree-inch  iron  pipes. 

Leaving  Paris  on  the  25th  of  August,  and  spending  two 
days  in  London  to  make  some  further  observations  upon 
lines  in  the  suburbs,  I  continued  onto  Newcastle.  This 
city  enjoys  the  reputation  of  having  buried  almost  its  en- 
tire system  of  telegraph  and  telephone  wires.  The  tele- 
phone service  is  not  very  extensive,  as  the  number  of 
subscribers  is  not  quite  600,  and  is  increasing  but  slowly, 
some  25  to  30  between  January  and  August.  Nearly  all 
the  subscribers,  moreover,  are  within  a  circuit  of  a  half- 
mile  radius. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Heavyside,  I  was  permitted 
to  examine,  in  company  with  an  inspector,  the  central 
office,  and  the  entire  system  of  distribution. 

The  arrangement  of  conduits  and  street  "boxes"  (cor- 
responding to  cur  man-hoiesy,  is  much  like  that  in  Lon- 
don. The  boxes  are  10  inches  by  26;  the  pipes  entering 
at  the  narrow  ends.  Pipes  of  2,  3,  and  4  inches  diameter 
are  employed.  When  the  number  of  wires  in  any  pipe  is 
to  be  increasec ,  the  entire  contents  of  the  pipe  are  drawn 
out  and  the  new  lot  drawn  in.  The  wire  used  is  No.  18 
copper  wire,  with  a  wound  covering,  whose  outside 
dimensions  are  those  of  No.  7  gauge. 

The  wires  are  bound  together  in  sets  of  four,  the  pair 
which  forms  the  circuit  being  twisted  together  with  much 
care,  to  avoid  induction  from  the  neighboring  pair. 

As  prominent  electricians  have  expressed  the  opinion 
that  when  a  metallic  telephone  circuit  is  employed  the 
limit  of  distance  of  telephone  communication  under- 
ground is  about  10  or  12  miles.  I  was  quite  desirous  of 
testing  the  question.  The  privilege  was  cheerfully  grant- 
ed; a  line  was  connected  for  my  use  that  extended 
through  I2V2  miles  of  underground  wire,  and  continued 
thence  over  a  pole  line  of  38  miles  further— an  entire 
length  of  5OV2  miles.  The  result  was  satisfactory  in 
every  way.  During  a  conversation  of  several  minutes 
there  was  no  call  for  a  repetition  of  a  word. 

The  telephone  service  of  Newcastle  is  certainly  good, 
hut  to  enlarge  it  to  meet  the  requirements  of  an  American 
city  would  demand  extensive  modifications;  not  only  the 
greater  extent,  but  the  frequent  changes  of  our  telephone 
service,  would  completely  transform  the  problem. 

Time  did  not  permit  a  stop  at  Manchester.  I  had 
learned  that  some  preliminaiy  steps  had  been  taken  to 
bury  wires  in  that  city,  but  it  was  evident,  from  such  in- 
spection as  I  was  able  to  make,  that  the  aerial  system  is 
still  quite  extensive.  There  has  been  as  yet,  I  believe, 
no  burial  of  wires  in  Liverpool. 

My  journey  in  Europe,  of  34  days'  duration  and  4000 
miles  in  extent,  ended  on  the  1st  of  September,  at  Liver- 
pool. 

As  a  summary  of  the  observations  made  during  this 
short  tour,  the  following  are  offered  as  conclusions  fairly 
drawn  from  the  information  obtained : 

The  problem  of  construction  of  a  telephone  system  on 
such  ;v  scale  as  exists  in  American  cities    with  under- 
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ground  wires,  has  not  yet  been  solved  abroad.  In  Europe 
no  attempt  has  been  made  to  solve  it.  because  as  yet 
the  re  is  no  such  general  use  of  the  telephone.  The  num- 
ber of  telephones  in  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
reported  on  January  last  was  13,000,  while  in  the  United 
States  at  the  same  date  there  were  163.500.  There  are 
more  telephones  In  use  in  New  York  city  and  Brooklyn 
than  in  all  Great  Britain ;  more  in  New  York  city  alone 
lhan  in  all  France. 

For  the  accomplishir.ent  of  the  ultimate  object  of  con- 
verting our  overhead  electric  sj  stems  of  all  kinds  to  un- 
derground systems,  without  impairing  the  efficiency  of 
their  service,  without  permanent  injury  to  our  streets, 
and  without  increasing  the  cost  of  the  service  so  as  to 
prevent  the  use  of  the  same,  we  must  depend  upon  the 
experience  gained  and  ex|  eriments  made  on  our  own  side 
of  the  Atlantic.  Respectfully  submitted,  etc. 

Philadelphia. 
In  Philadelphia  the  committee  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  observing  electrical  conductors  in 
practical  operation  underground.  Underneath 
the  City  Hal!  a  subway  has  been  constructed 
large  enough  for  a  man  to  walk  through ;  this 
subway  is  built  of  brick  and  cement,  and  is 
similar  in  shape  to  a  large  sewer.  It  is  com- 
pleted for  a  distance  of  900  feet  from  the  City 
Hall.  The  cables  are  placed  side  by  side  on 
shelves  arranged  on  either  side  of  the  subway. 
Mr.  Walker,  who  has  charge  of  the  electric  sys- 
tem in  that  city  informed  the  committee  that  he 
has  experienced  no  difficulty  in  operating  the 
electrical  conductors,  and  that  there  were  tele- 
phone, telegraph  and  electric-light  wires  suc- 
cessfully operated  in  the  same  conduit.  He  far- 
ther stated  that  it  was  immaterial  what  kind  of 
wires  were  placed  in  the  subway,  as  they  all 
worked  equally  well.  Anti-induction  cables 
are  used,  and  the  city  has  already  expended  the 
sum  of  $20,000  in  perfecting  their  underground 
system.  The  underground  telephone  wires 
had  thus  far  worked  admirably  and  the  same 
was  also  true  of  the  electric-light  wires,  of  which 
there  are  4y2  miles  underground,  running  56 
lights.  It  is  the  intention  in  Philadelphia  to 
place  all  the  city  wires  underground,  and  the 
city  is  to  furnish  its  own  electric  lights. 
Although  explosions  have  occasionally  occurred 
in  the  conduit  of  private  corporations,  nothing 
of  the  kind  has  thus  far  taken  place  in  those 
constructed  by  the  city.  The  largest  private 
corporation  in  Philadelphia  is  the  Penn  Electric 
Company.  For  their  conduits  they  have  made 
use  of  creosoted  wood,  and  in  place  of  ducts 
have  provided  hangers  on  which  to  place  the 
cables.  This  system  is  made  use  of  in  sections 
of  the  city  where  subways  would  be  too  expen- 
sive, and  is  found  to  be  excellent  in  many  res- 
pects. 

Washington. 

In  this  city,  as  in  other  cities  visited,  the 
underground  wire  question  is  receiving  much 
attention,  and  so  well  satisfied  is  the  superin- 
tendent of  telegraph  and  telephone  wires  of 
the  practicability  of  the  underground  system, 
that  in  his  last  report  he  recommended  the 
placing  of  all  the  Are  alarm  and  telephone 
wires  of  the  District  of  Columbia  underground. 
The  expert  electricians  in  Washington  agree 
with  those  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  that 
the  best  and  safest  method  is  the  construction 
of  subways  to  conduct  wires  underground. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  the  committee  at  this 
time  to  detail  the  arguments  in  favor  of  the 
undei  ground-wire  system,  for  the  reason  that, 
in  the  minds  of  the  majority  of  the  citizens,  the 
question  is  no  longer  one  of  advisability,  but 
has  passed  that  stage,  and  is  now  more  particu- 
larly a  question  as  to  the  best  methods  to  be  adopt- 
ed for  an  underground  system.  The  fact  is  now 
admitted  in  all  the  large  American  cities  that 
the  wires  must  ultimately  be  placed  under- 
ground. The  principal  obstacles  to  the  system 
have  been  done  away  with,  and  the  main  objec- 
tion of  the  companies  has  practically  reduced 
itself  now  to  one  of  expense  only.  The  cost  of 
establishing  the  present  overhead  wire  system 
has  been  excessive,  and  this  expense  will  be 
practically  a  loss  to  the  companies,  when  the 
system  is  abandoned  and  the  wires  are  placed 
underground.  While  it  is  also  true  that  the 
first  cost  of  placing  the  wires  underground  will 
be  large,  the  Icost  of  repairs  and  maintenance 
will,  according  to  the  testimony  of  experts,  be 
much  le  s  than  is  required  in  the  present  over- 
head system. 

As  the  result  of  their  investigations,  your 
committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  all  surface 
wires  should  be  removett  and  operated  under- 
ground, and,  judging  from  what  has  been  seen 


in  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  and  the  infor- 
mation obtained  in  Brooklyn  and  Washington, 
electric  wires  can  be  worked  successfully  in 
underground  conduits,  the  only  question  being 
as  to  the  kind  of  system  to  adopt.  Undoubtedly 
the  brick  subway  seen  in  Philadelphia  is  a 
complete  success,  and  will  commend  itself  im- 
mediately to  the  most  superficial  observer ;  but, 
owing  to  the  conditions  of  our  streets,  we  believe 
that  the  system  is  not  so  well  adapted  to  this 
city  as  that  in  use  in  New  York. 

Your  committee  believe  it  would  be  unwise  to 
compel  the  electric-wire  companies  operating 
in  Boston  to  place  their  wires  underground  in 
separate  conduits,  and  that  the  city  must  either 
construct  a  subway  for  the  reception  of  all 
electrical  conductors,  or  contract  with  some 
conduit  company  to  construct  underground  con- 
duits of  sufficient  capacity  to  receive  all  surface 
wires  in  operation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

P.  Jambs  Maguire, 
William  P.  Carroll, 
John  H.  Sullivan, 
Thomas  J.  Keliher, 
Frank  B.  Thayer, 
William  S.  McNary, 
Frank  J.  Tuttle, 
Joseph  B.  Gomez. 
Committee  on  Underground  Wires. 
Accepted.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Keliher  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Underground  Wires  who  were  re- 
quested in  their  inspection  trip  to  ascertain, 
when  wires  are  above  ground,  what  percent- 
age of  such  wires  are  not  used  —That  25  per 
cent  of  the  wires  above  ground  are  not  in  use. 
For  the  Committee, 

Thomas  J.  Keliher, 
Frank  B.  Thayer, 
J.  B.  Gomez, 
W.  S.  McNary, 
Frank  J.  Tuttle. 
Accepted.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Keliher  offered  an  order— That  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Underground  Wires  be 
printed  as  a  city  document  and  bound ;  the  ex- 
pense attending  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  printing. 

Passed.  Mr.  Keliher  moved  to  reconsider; 
lost.    Sent  up. 

CARE  OF  IMPROVED   SEWERAGE  WORKS. 

Mr.  J.  Murphy  submitted  the  following: 

The  joint  special  committee,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  order  in  regard  to  the  transfer  of  the 
improved  sewerage  worKs  to  the  Sewer  Depart 
rnent,  having  considered  the  subject,  respect- 
fully recommend  the  passage  of  the  order  in  the 
following  new  draft: 

Ordered,  That  the  care  and  maintenance  of 
thy  improved  sewerage  works  be  transferred 
from  the  City  Engineer's  Department  to  the 
Sewer  Department,  and  placed  in  charge  of  the 
superintendent  of  sewers ;  said  transfer  to  take 
effect  Jan.  2, 1888. 

Report  accepted  and  the  order  was  read. 

Mi-.  Wilson  moved  to  refer  to  the  next  city 
government. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whall  the  main  question 
was  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sanger  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered. 

The  order  was  passed ;  yeas  41.  nays  20: 

Yeas— Atwood,  Barry,  Carroll,  Carstensen, 
Cochran,  Coleman,  Coyle,  Desmond,  Dolan. 
Duggan,  Fisher,  Foss,  Frost.  J.  Gallagher.  Go- 
mez, Haggerty,  Harrington,  Keliher,  Kelley, 
Kennedy,  Lauten.  Leary,  Mahoney,  McEnaney, 
McKc'iiiin.  McNary,  J.  Murphy,  J.  J.  Murphy, 
W.  H.  Murphy,  Nunan,  O'Mealey,  Perry,  E.  J. 
Powers,  Reilly,  Shaw,  Short,  J.  H.  Sullivan, 
R.  Sullivan,  Snndberg,  Teevens,  Whall— 41. 

Nays— Blume,  Bowman.  Burr,  Chamberlain, 
Dewey,  Fottler.  Fowler.  Ladd,  Lattimore.  Light, 
F.  Morison,  F.  R.  Morrison,  Perkins.  C.  C.  Pow- 
ers. Sanger,  Snow,  E.  Sullivan,  Tuttle,  Wob- 
ster,  Wilson— 20. 

Absent  or  not  voting  —  Clark,  Connolly, 
Davern,  Dunn,  P.  J.  Gallagher.  Hayes,  Norton, 
Richards,  Thayer,  Tracy.  Whitmore— 11. 

Mr.  Foss  moved  to  reconsider ;  lost.    Sent  up. 
health  department. 

Mr.  Tuttle  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Health  : 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Michael  McLaughlin, 
an  employee  in  the  department,  to  be  paid  for 
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time  lost  from  injuries  received  in  the  building 
used  for  the  reception  of  house  offal— Recom- 
mending' the  passage  of  an  order— That  there  he 
allowed  and  paid  to  Michael  McLaughlin  the 
sum  of  §110  in  satisfaction  of  all  claim  for  dam- 
ages on  account  of  personal  injuries  received  by 
him  on  June  14,  1887,  while  in  the  service  of  the 
city,  at  the  offal  depot,  the  same  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  the  Health  Depart- 
ment. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  think  this  certainly  ought  to  be 
further  considered.  I  move  it  he  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  Tuttle— It  has  already  been  before  the 
Committee  on  Claims,  who  reported  that  some 
compensation  was  necessary,  and  it  was  referred 
by  them  to  the  Committee  on  Health,  this  man 
being  in  the  employ  of  the  Health  Department. 
It  is  a  unanimous  report. 

Mr.  T. add— Has  the  corporation  counsel  or  city 
solicitor  approved  this  claim? 

Mr.  Tuttle— They  have  approved  the  claim. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  withdraw  my  motion. 

The  order  was  passed.  Mr.  Tuttle  moved  to 
reconsider;  lost.    Sent  up. 

Report  on  the  petitions  of  James  Murphy  for 
compensation  for  the  use  of  his  patent,  and 
John  Sheehan  to  he  paid  for  time  lost  on  account 
of  injuries  received  while  at  work  in  the  Health 
Department— Recommending  reference  of  the 
same  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Accepted  and  said   reference  ordered.    Sent 

Report  on  the  petition  of  D.  J.  Sewall  and 
others,  for  a  public  hearing  in  regard  to  filling 
lowlands  at  Harrison  Square — Recommending 
reference  of  the  same  to  the  next  city  govern- 
ment. 

Accepted  and  said  reference  ordered.  Sent 
up. 

Report  on  the  recommitted  report  of  said 
committee  on  the  matter  of  filling  a  portion  of 
South  bay— Recommending  the  reference  of  the 
same  to  the  next  city  government. 

Accepted  and  said  reference  ordered.  Sent  up. 


Mr.  Blume,  for  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Joseph  Ferreira  and 
others,  for  a  hearing  on  amount  of  damages  due 
them  by  the  city  for  the  taking  of  their  land  on 
Long  Island— That  no  action  is  necessary,  as  the 
claims  have  been  adjusted. 

Accepted.    Sent  up. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Oliver  Ames  and 
others,  that  the  city  compromise  and  settle  their 
claims  against  it  for  damages  in  emptying  the 
Clapp  street  and  Norfolk  ayenue  sewers  into 
Dorchester  brook,  where  it  passes  through  their 
land  from  Norfolk  avenue  to  East  Chester 
park — Recommending  reference  of  the  same  to 
the  Law  Department  for  settlement. 

Report  accepted,  said  reference  ordered.    Sent 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Ruth  H.  Thompson, 
for  compensation  for  land  taken  for  the  new 
channel  for  Stony  brook — That  the  petitioner 
have  leave  to  withdraw. 

Accepted.    Sent  up. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Elizabeth  McKay,  for 
compensation  for  personal  injuries,  alleged  to 
have  been  caused  by  a  vicious  horse  belonging 
to  the  Fire  Department — That  the  petitioner 
have  leave  to  withdraw. 

Accepted.    Sent  up. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  George  Martin,  for 
compensation  for  damage  to  his  houses,  caused 
by  the  laying  out  and  grading  of  Ninth  street. 
South  Boston,  having  considered  the  subject, 
recommend  .the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
George  Martin  the  sum  of  S1000  in  full  settle- 
ment for  his  claim  against  the  city  for  damages 
to  his  property  on  account  of  the  construction  of 
East  Ninth  street,  upon  his  giving  to  the  city  a 
release  satisfactory  to  the  city  solicitor  of  all 
claims  for  damages  on  account  of  said  con- 
struction, or  the  sloping  of  said  street,  said  sum 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  inci- 
dentals. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  read 
twice  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Ladd— I  would  like  to  inquire  if  that 
claim  has  received  the  approval  of  the  corpora- 
tion counsel. 


Mr.  Blume— The  history  of  George  Martin's 
claim  is  a  very  long  one.  It  has  been  pending 
before  the  Committee  on  Claims  three  years. 
His  first  claim  was  for  §6000  damages  to  property 
valued  by  the  assessors  at  S1800,  and  he  did  not 
get  his  §6000.  Next  year  he  came  in  when 
the  property  was  assessed  for  §2200,  and 
cut  down  his  figures  to  a  considerable  extent, 
but  he  did  not  succeed  in  getting  the  claim  al- 
lowed. He  came  again,  and  it  became  a  sort 
of  irrepressible  conflict  in  the  committee,  until 
one  day,  in  my  absence,  the  committee  voied 
him  §1000,  as  I  believe,  to  get  rid  of  him  and  give 
quiet  to  the  next  Committee  on  Claims, 

Mr.  Gomez— Mr.  Blume  states  that  this  order 
was  adopted  by  the  committee  while  he  was  ab- 
sent. I  desire  to  say  that  the  motion  was  made 
by  Alderman  Haynes  and  that  the  city  solicitor 
recommended  the  payment  of  this  claim,  and 
did  so  tod  iy.  while  Mr.  Blume  was  in  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Ladd — I  am  sorry  to  detain  the  Council, 
but  I  think  I  shall  have  to  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  that. 

Mr.  Blume— I  don't  wish  to  prolong  debate  at 
all,  but  I  wish  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  who 
has  just  spoken,  to  say  this,  that  the  corporation 
counsel  gave  an  opinion  in  writing  as 
to  whether  Mr.  Martin  had  any  claim 
at  all,  and  he  boiled  it  down  to  this,  that 
if  the  city,  in  the  extension  of  Ninth  street, 
committed  a  trespass  upon  his  premises, 
by  letting  some  earth  fall  or  sloping  the 
street  on  his  premises,  he  had  cause  for 
damages  in  the  nature  of  trespass.  When  the 
corporation  counsel  was  asked  as  to  the  amount, 
he  said,  of  course,  that  was  not  in  his  province 
at  all,  and  he  had  no  voice  in  that  and  expressed 
no  opinion.  He  declined  to  give  us  any  opinion 
as  to  that,  I  believe.  The  committee  awarded 
§1000  to  Mr.  Martin  to  settle  his  claim,  whether 
rightly  or  wrongly  I  will  not  say. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  declared  not  ordered. 
Mr.  Ladd  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  a  ris- 
ing vote.  The  Council  stood  divided,  but  be- 
fore the  result  was  announced  Mr.  Ladd  with- 
drew the  doubt. 

The  order  was  passed.  Mr,  Blume  moved  to 
reconsider;  lost.    Sent  up. 

WOODEN   BUIXDINGS. 

Mr.  Atwood  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Department  for  the 
Inspection  of  Buildings : 

Report  and  order — lhat  the  inspector  of  build- 
ings be  authorized  to  issue  a  permit  to  Howard 
Clapp  to  build,  outside  the  building  limits,  a 
wooden  addition  to  building  on  Athens  street, 
Ward  14,  in  excess  of  size  allowed  and  without 
the  construction  of  a  brick  wall  as  required  bv 
the  ordinances,  and  in  accordance  with  an  ap- 
plication on  file  in  the  Department  for  the  In- 
spection of  Buildings ;  said  addition  to  be  occu- 
pied for  stable,  main  building  occupied  for 
stable- 
Report  accepted,  order  passed.  Sent  up. 
Report  and  order— That  the  inspector  of  build- 
ings be  authorized  to  issue  a  permit  to  B.  W. 
Dean  to  build  outside  the  building  limits  a 
wooden  building  on  377  West  First  and  S4  Dove 
streets,  Ward  13,  in  excess  of  range  allowed,  and 
without  the  intervention  or  construction  of  a 
brick  wall  as  required  by  the  ordinances,  and  in 
accordance  with  an  application  on  file  in  the 
Department  for  the  Inspection  of  Buildings; 
said  building  to  he  occupied  for  stores. 
Report  accepted,  order  passed.    Sent  up. 

bridge  department. 

Mr.  Leaky  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Bridges : 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Chase  &  Co.  and 
others,  that  waiting-rooms  be  provided  on  each 
side  of  Congress-street  bridge — That  the  bridge 
appropriation  will  not  warrant  the  necessary 
expenditure  in  its  present  condition,  and  they 
accordingly  recommend  reference  of  the  peti- 
tion to  the  next  City  Council. 

Accepted  and  said  reference  ordered.  Sent 
up. 

Report  on  the  order  to  investigate  and  report 
the  facts  concerning  the  accident  which  oc- 
curred on  Warren  bridge,  Nov.  6,  18S6— That 
they  have  been  unable  to  ascertain  all  the  facts 
connected  with  the  accident,  for  the  reason  that 
the  parties  in  interest  failed  to  appear  before 
your  committee  in  response  to  a  notice  to  do  so, 
and,  inasmuch  as  notice  of  suits  in  the  several 
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cases  have  been  duly  filed,  your  committee  are 
of  the  opinion  that  it  is  inadvisable  to  present  a 
partial  report  of  the  accident  at  this  time,  and 
they  accordingly  ask  to  be  relieved  from  the 
duty  imposed  upon  them  by  the  City  Council. 
Accepted.    Sent  up. 

MARINE  PARK  BETTERMENTS. 

Mr.  Lauten  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Public  Park  Department  on  the 
petition  of  Adeline  Faxon  and  others,  heirs  of 
A,  J.  Bellows,  William  J.  Stevens,  trustee,  and 
Mary  C.  Bieler,  to  be  refunded  such  portion  of 
amounts  paid  by  them  to  the  city  under  protest 
for  betterments  assessed  on  account  of  the  lay- 
ing out  of  the  marine  park  as  will  place  them 
on  the  same  basis  as  those  who  brought  suits 
against  the  city— Recommending  the  passage  of 
the  following' 

Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  be  directed  to 
refund  to  the  aforesaid  petitioners  a  sum  pqual 
to  90  per  cent  of  the  amount  paid  by  them  to  the 
city,  under  protest,  for  betterments  assessed  on 
account  of  the  laying  out  of  the  marine  park, 
South  Boston. 

Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  be  authorized 
to  transfer  from  the  appropriation  for  Cam- 
bridge-street bridge.  Allston,  the  sum  of  $4000; 
said  sum  to  constitute  a  special  appropriation 
for  the  payment  of  the  above  amounts. 

Mi-.  Ladd  moved  to  refer  to  the  next  city 
government. 

Mr.  Atwood  hoped  it  would  be  acted  on 
tonight. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  carried,  32  in  favor,  4 
against.    Sent  up. 

COMMON  AND  PUBLIC  GROUNDS. 

Mr.  Ladd,  for  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Common  and  Public  Grounds,  submitted 
the  following: 

Report  on  the  order  for  the  superintendent  of 
Common,  etc.,  to  sell  the  iron  fence  around 
Worcester  square— That  in  their  opinion  the 
order  ought  not  to  pass. 

Accepted.    Sent  up. 

Report  on  the  message  of  the  Mayor,  transmit- 
ting a  communication  from  Robert  Treat  Paine, 
offering  to  sell  to  the  city  a  lot  of  land  on  East 
Chester  Park— That  they  are  of  the  opinion  that 
it  would  be  advisable  to  obtain  this  lot  of  land, 
but  as  the  city  finances  will  not  warrant  such 
purchase  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  take  action 
at  the  present  time. 

Accepted,    Sent  up. 

Report  on  the  order  (recommitted)  for  the  su- 
perintendent of  Common,  etc.,  to  have  the 
fence  surrounding  the  park  enclosure  in  City 
square  moved  in  three  feet— That  they  are  still 
of  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to 
carry  out  such  a  project,  and  that  the  order 
ought  not  to  pass. 

Report  on  the  order  relative  to  removing  the 
iron  fence  from  Worcester  square— That  in  their 
opinion  the  order  ought  not  to  pass. 

Reports  severally  accepted.    Sent  up. 

Report  on  the  order  to  place  the  Rutland 
square  mall  in  proper  condition— That  in  their 
opinion  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Mr.  Sawyer— Can  not  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  10  tell  us  what  the  expense  of  this  im- 
provement will  be? 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  said  order 
passed.    Sent  up. 

Report  on  the  order  (recommitted)  for  the  im- 
provement of  Linwood  and  Cedar  squares— That 
in  their  opinion  the  said  squares  should  be  im- 
proved, and  that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted  and  said  order  passed.    Sent 

Report  on  the  petition  (recommitted)  of  Gil- 
bert G.  Wilder  for  leave  to  remove  a  tree  from 
in  front  of  5G7  Warren  street— That  the  peti- 
tioner have  leave  to  remove  said  tree  at  his  own 
expense,  under  the  supervision  of  the  superin- 
tendent of  Common,  etc. 

Report  accepted.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Ladd  moved  to  reconsider  all  the  reports 
and  orders  offered  by  him ;  lost. 

REPORT    ON    UNSERVICEABLE     WATER     METERS 
CALLED  FOR. 

Mr.  Wilson  offered  an  order— That  the  Water 
Board  be  requested  to  furnish  the  City  Council 
with  the  names  of  the  different  kinds  of  un- 
serviceable water  meters  and  the  number  of 
each  kind  that  have  accumulated  in  the  depart- 
ment. 


Passed.  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  reconsider; 
lost.    Sent  up. 

THE  CLOSING  PROCEEDINGS. 

Mr.  Fottler— For  a  number  of  years  past,  at 
the  last  meeting  of  the  Common  Council,  it  has 
been  the  custom  to  offer  a  resolution  thanking 
the  president  for  his  deliberations  as  presiding 
officer  of  this  body.  I  will  therefore  now,  at  this 
time,  present  the  following  resolutions  to  the 
clerk  and  request  that  they  be  passed  by  a  rising 
vote. 

Mr.  Fottler  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Common 
Council  be  and  are  hereby  tendered  to  David  F. 
Barry,  Esq.,  for  the  faithful,  courteous,  and  able 
manner  in  which  he  has  discharged  his  duties 
as  president  of  this  body  during  the  year  1887. 

[A  beautiful  floral  horseshoe  and  a  bouquet 
were,  at  this  stage,  brought  in  and  placed  upon 
the  table]. 

Mr.  Lauten— It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I 
second  the  resolution ;  the  sentiments  expressed 
therein  meet  my  ideas  exactly,  and  no  doubt 
express  the  sincere  feeling  of  every  member  of 
this  Council.  This  will  close  my  seventh  year 
in  this  Council,  and  you  are  the  sixth  president 
with  whom  I  have  had  the  pleasure  to  associ- 
ate, and  I  can  testify  that  your  work  here  and  as 
presiding  officer  has  been  eminently  useful  to 
the  city,  and  as  well  performed  as  by  any  of 
your  predecessors.  You  have  been  just  to  the 
majority,  and  just  and  fair  to  the  minority— to 
sum  up,  you  have  done  well,  and  that  is  all  any 
man  can  do,  whether  he  is  a  graduate  of  a  col- 
lege or  a  graduate  of  the  public  schools  of  this 
good  old  city.  In  behalf  of  the  members  I  wish 
you  long  life,  happiness  and  prosperity,  and 
many  honors  yet  to  come. 

Mr.  Fottler— In  offering  this  resolution  I  am 
moved  by  the  desire  to  do  so  with  feelings  of 
cheerfulness  and  sincerity,  and  I  would  impress 
upon  the  minds  of  members  comprising  this 
body,  that  the  custom  is  one  worthy  of  Deing 
followed,  as  the  year  is  closing  and  the  work 
that  has  been  found  for  us  to  do  is  being  fin- 
ished,—to  tender  to  our  president  the  thanks 
due  him  for  the  able  manner  in  which  he  has 
filled  his  position,  and  has  disposed  of  the  du- 
ties placed  upon  him  by  members  of  the  Com- 
mon Council.  This  body  is  yearly  called  to- 
gether to  deal  properly  and  lawfully  with  all 
questions  relating  to  the  welfare  of  the  city,  and 
it  should  always  be  the  desire  of  each  member 
to  so  apply  himself  that  the  best  condition  of 
things  may  be  secured. 

Politics  should  not  enter  into  the  conduct  of 
city  affairs ;  and,  Mr.  President,  if  they  did  not, 
the  position  of  the  presiding  officer  of  this  body 
would  be  a  much  more  agreeable  and  simple 
place  than  I  fear,  in  some  instances  within  our 
recollection,  it  has  been. 

I  trust  that  the  year  now  closing  will  bring 
you  no  memories  connected  with  your  fellow- 
members,  other  than  those  of  a  pleasant  nature. 
We  know  that  many  perplexing  questions  have 
arisen — to  decide  which  without  prejudice,  has 
no  doubt  cost  you  great  effort,  but  I  think  I  may 
safely  say  that  during  the  year  it  has  been  my 
privilege  to  observe  you  in  the  chair,  your  con- 
duct has  been  courteous  and  dignified— always 
according  to  each  member,  such  free  and  im- 
partial recognition  as  the  occasion  allowed,  and 
always  maintaining  a  calm  and  unruffled  dis- 
position, when  at  times  your  patience  has  been 
sorely  tried.  In  closing,  Mr.  President,  I  extend 
to  you  the  compliments  of  the  season— may  you 
live  long  and  prosper. 

Mr.  Blume— I  desire,  at  the  close  of  a  some- 
what eventful  career  in  this  chamber,  to  bear 
testimony  to  the  impartial,  fair,  courteous  and 
always  honorable  manner  in  which  the  presid- 
ing officer  of  this  body,  during  the  present  year, 
has  treated  me.  There  is  no  man  but  who  can 
appreciate,  if  he  sits  in  that  chair  for  a  single 
meeting,  and  much  more  when  be  sits  there 
during  the  whole  year,  the  great  extent  of  the 
difficulties,  and  sometimes  more  than  perplex- 
ing duties,  of  a  presiding  officer.  The  perplexi- 
ties begin  with  the  appointment  of  committees, 
and  no  man  can  appreciate,  unless  lie  has  had 
some  experience,  the  pressure  that  is  brought 
to  bear  upon  the  presiding  officer  of  this 
body  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  in  the 
appointment  of  committees.  I  bear  testi- 
mony here  tonight  to  the  entire  fairness 
of  that  officer,  as  I  conceived  it,  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  committees ;  I  have  had  no  fault  to  find, 
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and  I  was  probably  as  difficult  a  member  to 
please  in  this  body  at  the  beginning-  of  the  year 
as  any  man  in  it.  I  thank  the  presiding  officer 
for  his  entire  impartiality  and  cotirtesy  towards 
me.  I  believe  he  deserves  the  same  thanks  on 
the  ground  of  courteous  treatment  from  every 
other  member,  as  far  as  I  know.  In  other  words, 
during  the  entire  year  now  closing  I  have  heard 
no  comment  upon  either  the  unfairness  or  the 
partiality  of  our  presiding  officer  towards  any 
member,  but  he  has  treated  all  as  a  man  should 
treat  his  fellow-men.  I  personally  thank  him 
for  his  bearing  towards  me.  i  think  every  other 
member  in  this  chamber  can  say  the  same,  and, 
as  has  already  been  said  by  others,  I  wish  him 
long  prosperity  and  a  happy  life.    [Applause.] 

Mr.  Wilson— Withdrawing,  as  I  do,  from  this 
chamber  at  the  end  of  this  year,  I  desire  to  add 
my  simple  tribute  to  the  eloquent  praises  that 
have  been  showered  upon  our  president  tonight. 
I  can  say,  from  the  depth  of  my  heart,  I  believe 
he  has  earned,  and  deeply  deserves,  all  the  high 
praises  that  have  been  sounded  here  by  the 
Republican  members.  I  can  say  that  I  do  not 
believe  it  is  often  in  this  chamber  that  such  a 
spontaneous  expression  of  good  feeling  and 
good  will  towards  the  head  of  the  opposition 
party  has  been  expressed  in  the  past  as  has  been 
expressed  here  tonight.  I  feel  extremely  grate- 
ful to  our  president  for  the  courtesy  that  he  has 
shown  me  personally  during  the  past  year.  I 
trust  that  it  the  Democratic  party  are  to  re- 
main in  control  in  this  chamber,  they  will  have 
the  good  sense  and  the  good  judgment  to  return 
the  present  incumbent  to  the  chair.  [Applause.] 

Mr.  Frost— As  I  shall  withdraw  this  year  from 
this  body,  I  take  great  pleasure  in  stating  and 
in  ratifying  what  has  been  stated  by  the  gentle- 
men who  have  preceded  me,  that  our  worthy 
E  resident  has  been  up  to  the  standard  of  our 
ighest  thoughts,  desires  and  wishes.  He  has 
certainly  been  very  fair  in  all  his  rulings  to  the 
Republican  members  of  this  body.  To  some  of 
us  he  may  not  have  given  the  best  committees, 
hut  I  presume  he  has  done  as  well  as  he  possibly 
could.  I  take  great  pleasure  in  wishing  him  the 
compliments  of  the  season  and  a  long  life. 

Mr.  Whall— If,  on  such  an  occasion  as  this, 
it  would  be  permissible  for  me  to  indulge  in 
classical  reminiscences,  I  might  repeat  to  our 
president,  and  I  think  I  would  only  voice  the  sen- 
timents of  all  the  members  in  doing  so,  the  old 
quotation  that  was  put  in  the  mouth  of  the 
dying  gladiator,  "Ave,  Csesar,  morituri  te  saluta- 
mus,"  —  "Hail,  our  chief,  we  whose  political 
lives  are  soon  to  end,  bow  low  to  you  and  give  a 
willing  obeisance."  On  an  occasion  of  this  kind 
formal  speeches  are  made,  i.retty  things  are 
said,  but  behind  and  beneath  them,  after  all, 
there  may  not  be  the  fluttering  of  a  single  heart. 
But  tonight,  Mr.  President,  you  can  judge  from 
the  tributes  which  have  been  given  to  you  by 
your  political  opponents,  that  we  are  parting 
from  you  with  some  heart  throbs,  that  we  are 
leaving  you,  and  as  we  leave  there  are  twinges 
through  our  bodies,  and  that  no  matter  what  the 
future  may  have  in  store  for  us.  1887,  and  its  Com- 
mon Council  and  its  presiding  officer,  will  always 
hold  bright  and  lustrous  places  in  our  memories. 
Tonight  your  confreres  in  the  Council  have 
brought  you  this  immense  floral  offering.  They 
have  given  you  the  horseshoe,  significant  of  the 
great  good  luck  and  the  large  and  generous 
prosperity  that  from  their  deepest  hearts  they 
wish  you  in  the  years  to  come.  They  have 
placed  that  horseshoe  in  flowers  simply  to  indi- 
cate that  the  path  which  God  may  give  to  you 
to  tread  in  future  days  may  be  one  that 
shall  ever  be  strewn  with  flowers,  and  I  know  I 
only  voice  the  sentiments  of  my  confreres  when 
I  say  I  hope  for  you  and  yours  long  days  of  pros- 
perity, of  health,  and  likewise  of  wealth,  and 
may  God's  choicest  sunshine  ever  play  about 
your  footsteps  and  lead  you  on  to  that  place 
where  sunshine  is  a  halo.    [Applause.] 

Mr.  Short— I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity 
to  congratulate  our  president  on  the  universal 
evidences,  irrespective  of  patry,  of  the  appiecia- 
tion  in  which  he  is  held  by  the  members  of  the 
Common  Council.  I  will  bear  testimony  to  the 
fact  that  in  the  performance  of  his  duties  as  a 
presiding  officer,  and,  in  fact,  all  the  duties  in- 
cumbent upon  him  as  an  occupant  of  that  posi- 
tion, he  has  been  impartial  and  fair,  and  when 
discrimination  was  necessary  he  has  exercised 
it  and  done  his  duty  as  nearly  as  he  knew  how. 
I  repeat  the  good  wishes  already  expressed  by 
the  members  who  have  preceded  me,  and  trust 


that  in  whatever  future  political  experience  I 
may  have  I  may  receive  the  same  fair  treat- 
ment and  consideration  at  the  hands  of  the  pre- 
siding officer  that  I  have  experienced  this  year. 
[Applause.] 

Mr.  W  hitmore— I  should  not  rise  at  this  time 
were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  I  feel  that  the 
young  men  who  have  preceded  me  have  shown 
perhaps  too  much  solemnity  on  this  occasion, 
and,  with  the  best  of  intentions,  they  are  get- 
ting us  into  rather  too  sad  a  tone.  If  they  had 
been  through  as  much  as  I  have,  in  and  out  of 
this  chamber,  with  the  cheerful  hope  of  coming 
back  again  sometime,  they  would  not  look  at  it 
as  such  a  serious  matter  to  part  with  the  pre- 
siding officer  even  one  year.  I  hope,  sir,  that 
there  will  be  some  other  gentlemen  now  present 
coming  up  20  years  from  now  as  senior  member 
of  the  Council  on  the  strength  of  having  been 
in  the  Council  of  1887,  and  I  hope  any  of  them 
coming  here  at  that  time,  if  they  have  occasion 
to  refer  back  to  the  administration  of  President 
Barry,  will  say,  as  we  have  all  said  tonight,  with 
a  unanimity  really  surprising,  and  which  is  ac- 
counted for  by  the  fact  that  it  is  the  simple 
truth,  that  out  of  all  your  predecessors  hi  office, 
of  wftom  I  have  seen  some  half  a  dozen  or  more, 
there  is  not  a  single  one  who  has  been  more  at- 
tentive to  the  duties  of  his  office,  or  fairer  in  his 
decisions  and  expositions  of  law,  and  who  has 
seemed  to  have  the  welfare  of  all  members  more 
strongly  at  heart  than  you  have,  sir.  It  is  not 
an  empty  compliment,  because  I  have  had  occa- 
sion to  examine  and  weigh  the  decisions  of  vari- 
ous of  your  predecessors,  and  I  think  I  can  say, 
without  any  question,  that  whoever  looks  over 
the  proceedings  of  this  year  will  find  that  your 
decisions  will  bear  examination  favorably  with 
any  of  your  predecessors.  I  think  you  have  not 
only  expounded  the  law  well,  but  you  have  done 
it  with  the  best  intentions,  always  aiding  and 
assisting  the  work  of  the  Council.  I  have  only 
one  word  to  add,  and  this  is  not  a  personal  mat- 
ter. I  have  nothing  to  say  about  the  mak- 
ing up  of  the  committee  lists,  because  I 
think  I  have  had  enough  committees.  I 
don't  feel  like  criticizing  you,  Mr.  President, 
in  that  regard,  but  I  can  never  forgive  you  for 
allowing  the  atrocious  caricature  of  yourself  to 
appear  in  the  Municipal  Register,  and  to  go 
down  to  posterity  as  your  likeness.  [Laughter.] 
It  is  too  bad  on  our  handsome  president.  If  I 
was  president,  and  the  city  clerk  treated  me  in 
that  way,  there  would  either  be  a  vacancy  in 
that  office  or  in  the  office  of  president  of  the 
Common  Council.  [Laughter.]  If  you  are 
placed  in  the  chair  another  year  and  allow  that 
plate  to  be  used,  I  hope  you  will  not  hold  the 
position  a  third  year.  I  want  it  put  on  record, 
because  this  volume  goes  down  to  the  years  to 
come,  that  our  president  was  not  only  one  of 
the  best  presidents  in  point  of  behavior  that  we 
have  had,  but  also  the  best  looking  one  by  far 
that  I  can  recollect  in  my  time.  I  hope  he  will 
keep  his  good  looks,  good  spirits  and  good  for- 
tune for  years  to  come.    [Applause.] 

The  resolution  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
adopted  unanimously,  by  a  rising  vote. 

Address  of  President  Barry. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Common  Council, — To  have 
presided  over  your  deliberations  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  meet  with  the  approval  expressed  by 
the  resolution  which  you  have  ^ust  passed,  is  to 
me  the  source  of  much  gratification,  and  will 
greatly  enhance  the  remembrance  of  my  pleas- 
ant association  with  the  Common  Council  of 
1887. 

When  you  elected  me  as  your  president  I  en- 
tered upon  the  performance  of  my  duties  with 
no  small  amount  of  distrust  of  my  ability  to  per- 
form them ;  but  I  relied  on  your  forbearance 
and  friendliness,  and  my  confidence  in  you  was 
not  misplaced. 

Whatever  success  has  attended  my  efforts  to 
serve  you  has  been  owing  in  no  small  degree  to 
your  acquiescence  in  the  rulings  of  the  chair 
and  yoxrr  respect  for  the  dignity  of  the  muni- 
cipal body  of  which  you  are  the  members. 

I  have  the  consolation  of  knowing  that  I  have 
endeavored  to  deal  justly  towards  each  and 
every  member  of  this  Council,  both  in  recogniz- 
ing them  in  debate  and  appointing  them  on 
committees,— and  this  without  regard  to  im- 
proper political  considerations. 

To  appoint  committees  in  such  a  way  as  to  give 
general  satisfaction  is  one  of  the  most  difficult 
duties  the  president  is  called  upon  to  perform, 
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and  if  on  any  occasion  any  member  felt  that  an 
injustice  was  done  him  in  this  respect,  I  would 
now  take  occasion  to  assure  him  that  no  injus- 
tice was  intended. 

There  are  but  few  of  the  many  committees  ap- 
pointed that  are  considered  desirable,  and  in 
appointing  these,  the  president  is  obliged  fre- 
quently to  disregard  entirely  personal  considera- 
tions and  inclinations. 

We  should  be  grateful  to  an  all-kind  Provi- 
dence that  our  circle  has  been  unbroken  by  the 
hand  of  death,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  us  to  know 
that,  with  the  exception  of  the  two  changes 
made  early  in  the  year  on  account  of  contro- 
verted elections,  our  membership  is  as  it  was  on 
the  day  of  our  organization. 

I  regret  that  so  many  of  our  number  will  re- 
tire tonight  from  the  city  government,  and  this 
not  only  on  account  of  my  personal  friendship 
for  them,  but  also  because  I  know  that  in  losirg 
them  the  city  loses  the  services  of  gentlemen 
devoted  to  her  interests  and  faithful  to  the 
trusts  imposed  upon  them. 

I  congratulate  the  two  members  of  our  body 
who,  by  the  votes  of  their  fellow-citizens,  have 
been  elected  to  seats  in  the  upper  branch.  They 
will  find  that  their  experience  gained  in  this 
chamber  will  be  invaluable  to  them  in  their 
new  sphere. 

In  accordance  with  the  [custom  ot  my  prede- 
cessors, I  desire  to  acknowledge  my  indebted- 
ness to  the  officers  of  the  Council  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  press  for  the  courteous  treatment  I 
have  invariably  received  at  their  hands.  It 
would  take  up  too  much  of  your  time  for  me  to 
attempt  to  give  you  even  a  brief  account  of  the 
legislation  which  you  have  accomplished  dur- 
ing your  term  of  office ;  and,  in  fact,  it  would 
be  entirely  unnecessary  for  me  to  do  so,  as  the 
result  of  this  legislation  will  be  ably  set  forth  in 
the  coming  inaugural  address  of  the  mayor  and 
the  annual  reports  of  the  various  departments. 

Suffice  it  to  say,  that  no  question  of  import- 
ance has  been  passed  upon  in  a  hurried  maimer, 
nor  without  such  debate  as  it  might  seem  to  re- 
quire. 

It  is  a  standard  argument  in  favor  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  that  it  is  always  sure  to  have  among 
its  members  gentlemen  of  education,  experience 
and  ability,  who  are  ever  willing  to  give  their 
fellow-members  the  benefit  of  their  advice  and 
recommendations,  and  such  advice  and  recom- 
mendations are  always  potent  for  the  interests 
of  the  city  of  Boston. 

By  your  votes  vast  sums  of  money  have  been 
appropriated  for  the  waterworks,  the  Fire  De- 
partment, the  Public  School"  Department,  the 
care  and  repair  of  streets,  the  health  and  clean- 
liness of  the  city,  the  improvement  of  the  pub- 
lic parks  and  grounds,  the  erection  of  the  new 
Court  House,  and  for  many  other  objects  of 
more  or  less  importance.  I  am  convinced  that 
all  the  expenditures  which  have  been  made 
under  these  appropriations  have  been  made 
with  wisdom  and  discretion,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  heads  of 
the  various  departments  of  our  city,  all  of 
whom  are  gentlemen  able  and  honest,  and  who 
are  not  surpassed  by  similar  officers  in  any 
municipality  in  the  United  States.  This  I  say 
from  my  intimate  acquaintance  with  these 
gentlemen  during  my  connection  of  many  years 
with  the  city  government. 

During  the  year  we  were  called  together  in 
special  session  to  take  action  regarding  the 
death  of  a  past  chief  magistrate,  the  Hon.  Albert 
Palmer,  a  man  who  filled  the  exective  office 
with  honesty,  fidelity  and  ability,  and  was, 
withal,  an  eminent  scholar  and  an  orator  of 
renown. 

By  your  concurrent  vote  the  courtesies  of  the 
city  were  extended  to  Her  Majesty  the  Queen 
of  the  Sandwich  Islands,  who  honored  us  with  a 
visit  in  the  spring. 

You  passed  an  order  to  extend  hospitalities  to 
the  Hon.  William  O'Brien  of  Ireland,  one  of  the 
ablest  and  most  self-sacrificing  advocates  of 
the  rights  of  a  down-trodden  and  long-suffering 
people. 

It  is  contended  that  too  much  of  our  time 
has  been  taken  up  in  legislating  for  the  city 
laborers. 

To  this  I  take  exception,  for  I  believe  that, 


with  proper  regard^to  the  interests  of  the  city, 
whatever  we  do  in  the  way  of  justly  compensat- 
ing these  men  for  the  services  they  render, 
which  frequently  call  for  extraordinary  powers 
of  endurance,  or  whatever  we  do  towards  mak- 
ing their  work  less  of  a  drudgery,  will  he  amply 
repaid  by  their  increased  fidelity  to  their  duties. 

The  small  compensation  which  the  laboring 
class  receives  makes  it  to  a  great  extent  de- 
pendent upon  public  or  private  charity. 

The  families  of  many  laborers  are  simply  able 
to  exist ;  they  know  nothing  of  life's  comforts ; 
they  are  obliged  to  deprive  themselves  of  many 
of  its  necessities.  If  sickness  or  old  age  over- 
take these  laborers,  nothing  but  the  almshouse 
stares  them  in  the  face. 

Would  it  not,  I  ask,  be  better  to  give  these 
men  permanent  work  and  fair  compensation, 
rather  than  have  them  and  their  families  be- 
come the  wards  of  the  public? 

I  believe  I  but  re-echo  the  response  of  our 
heaviest  taxpayers  when  I  say  we  should  act 
not  only  justly,  but  also  liberally  by  the  poor 
laborer. 

By  leasing  quarters  in  the  old  Franklin 
Schoolhouse  and  elsewhere  to  veterans  of  the 
late  war,  and  requiring  of  them  but  nominal 
amounts  in  payment  for  the  privileges  given, 
you  have  shown  your  patriotism,  and  at  the 
same  time  your  appreciation,  of  the  services 
rendered  by  these  noble  soldiers  "in  the  times 
that  tried  men's  souls." 

By  your  concurrent  action  the  compensation 
of  the  members  of  the  Police  and  Fire  Depart- 
ments has  been  increased.  Your  proceeding  in 
this  matter  met  with  the  approval  of  the  public, 
which  knows  how  to  value  the  protection  given 
to  life  and  property  by  these  vigilant  and  faith- 
ful officials. 

At  a  recent  meeting  you  took  appropriate 
action  to  show  your  respect  for  the  memory  of 
the  Hon.  Timothy  J.  Dacey,  whose,  unexpected 
death,  in  the  height  of  his  political  career, 
filled  the  entire  community  with  sorrow. 

Mr.  Dacey,  besides  being  an  assistant  district 
attorney  for  this  county,  was  likewise  the  re- 
spected president  of  the  School  Committee  and 
also  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  City  Hos- 
pital. 

He  was  a  public-spirited  citizen,  a  conscien- 
tious official,  a  kind-hearted  friend  to  the  poor, 
a  credit  to  the  race  from  which  he  sprung,  and 
and  an  honor  to  the  city  which  he  so  faithfully 
served. 

In  this  brief  address  I  have  alluded  merely  to 
a  few  subjects  of  a  popular  nature  that  have 
claimed  your  attention.  The  more  weighty 
matters  upon  which  you  have  deliberated  will 
soon  be  brought  before  the  public  in  proper 
form  through  the  regular  official  channels. 

And  now,  gentlemen,  as  this  is  our  last  meet- 
ing, and  many  of  our  number  will  not  return 
next  year,  it  is  opportune  for  us  to  recall  the 
many  pleasant  hours  we  have  spent  together  in 
this  chamber,  and  to  remember  that  here  have 
been  formed  friendships  which  death  alone  will 
sever. 

We  may  have  had  little  differences  of  opinion 
in  regard  to  various  matters  considered  in  our 
meetings,  but  we  have  never  lost  for  each  other 
our  respect  and  esteem. 

Let  me  express  the  hope  that  no  matter  how 
widely  scattered  we  may  be  in  the  future,  the 
Common  Council  of  1887  will  ever  be  united  in 
spirit  in  bonds  of  friendly  regard. 

Thanking  you,  gentlemen,  for  your  kind  at- 
tention, I  will  close  by  wishing  you  the  joys  of 
the  Christmas  and  New  Year's  season,  and  by 
assuring  each  one  of  vou  of  my  trust  that  an 
ever-bountiful  Providence  will  make  your 
future  life  a  life  of 

Peace,  Plenty,  and  Happiness. 

[Loud  and  long  continued  applause]. 

Printing  of  President's  Address. 

Mr.  Fisher  offered  an  order-That  the  Presi- 
dent be  requested  to  furnish  a  copy  of  his  closing 
address,  that  the  same  may  be  printed  and 
bound  with  the  city  documents. 

Passed. 

Adjourned  sine  die,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whall, 
at  9.11  P.M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Saturday,  Dec.  31,  1887. 
Final  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of 
1887  at  12  M.,  Aid.  Donovan,  chairman,  presiding, 
and  all  the  members  present. 

HEARINGS  AT  12  O'CLOCK  ON  ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

1.  On  petition  of  W.  R.  Pry  or  &  Co.,  for  a  li- 
cense to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  steam  engine 
of  10-horse  power  at  foot  of  M  street,  South  Bos- 
ton. 

2.  On  petition  of  William  H.  Swift.f  or  a  license 
to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  steam  engine  of  25- 
horse  power  at  31-33  Purchase  street. 

3.  On  petition  of  Lewis  Wharf  Company  for  a 
license  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  steam 
engine  of  30-horse  power  at  39  Lewis  wharf. 

4.  On  petition  of  James  E.  Whall,  for  a  license 
to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  steam  engine  of 
six-horse  power,  at  73  Cornhill. 

No  objections.  Severally  referred  to  Commit- 
tee on  Steam  Engines, 

5.  On  petition  of  the  Beacon  Oil  Company,  for 
location  of  railroad  track  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  freight,  to  cross  at  grade  Bremen  and 
Chelsea  streets,  East  Boston,  in  the  fourth  sec- 
tion. 

No  objections.  Recommitted  to  Committee  on 
Railroads 

Aid.  Sullivan  said  parties  were  present  for 
and  against  the  petition,  and  on  his  motion  the 
recommittal  was  reconsidered. 

George  A.  Bruce  appeared  for  the  petitioners. 

Andrew  M.  Morton  appeared  for  the  Citizens' 
Trade  Association  to  remonstrate  against  grant- 
ing any  more  grade  crossings,  with  which  East 
Boston  had  been  cursed  for  many  years.  He 
hoped  the  petition  would  not  be  granted. 

Andrew  Porter  seconded  Mr.  Morton's  sugges- 
tion. Mr,  Benson  opposed  it  on  the  same 
ground  as  the  previous  speakers.  If  this  peti- 
tion is  granted,  other  firms  near  the  petitioners 
should  have  the  same  privilege.  His  family 
could  not  go  anywhere  without  crossing  a  track. 
He  hoped  the  petition  would  not  be  granted. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  Aid.  Sullivan 
presented  the  petition  of  Charles  E.  Turner  and 
16  others,  residents  in  the  vicinity  of  Beacon  Oil 
Co.'s  Works,  saying  they  had  no  objection  to  the 
petition  being  granted  and  could  see  no  danger 
from  it. 

Aid.  Lee  asked  Mr.  Morton  if  there  were 
many  children  who  had  to  cross  the  track,  and 
Mr.  Morton  explained  that  there  were,  arfd  said 
the  danger  was  that  there  would  have  to  be 
several  tracks  for  other  firms. 

This  closed  the  case  for  the  remonstrants. 

Mr.  Bruce  said  the  company's  business  was 
the  packing  and  shipping  of  about  five  or  six 
millions  of  gallons  of  oil  a  year,  employing  600 
men.  Bremen  street  is  almost  disused;  and 
Chelsea  is  almost  given  up  to  business.  The 
track  is  to  enable  them  to  land  conveniently 
their  goods,  and  one  car  every  second  day  is  all 
the  use  that  will  be  made  of  the  track.  The 
risk  is  not  worth  considering,  the  rate  of  speed 
being  less  than  a  horse  car.  He  was  surprised 
that  the  Trade  Association  should  oppose  this 

Eetition,  all  the  17  people  living  in  the  vicinity 
aving  petitioned  for  it  They  had  been  think- 
ing of  this  for  a  long  time,  but  had  to  buy  a 
piece  of  land  before  making  the  petition. 

Aid.  Lee  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Vaughan,  president  of  the  company,  said 
there  are  very  few  houses  and  residents  in  the 
immediate  neighborhood,  with  ten  or  fifteen 
hundred  feet. 

Aid.  Sullivan— Mr.Chairman,  the  gentlemen 
who  remonstrate  against  this  petition  say,  very 
truly,  that  East  Boston  has  suffered  more  from 
railroad  crossings  than  I  believe  any  other 
section  of  the  city.  I  myself  live  in  a 
section  of  East  Boston,  where  I  am 
obliged  to  cross  seven  railroad  cross- 
ings every  time  I  come  to  this  hall  or  go  from 
it,  and  were  this  a  crossing  of  that  nature  I 
would  oppose  it  with  all  my  power  and  with  the 


little  ability  I  have.  But  I  do  not  think  it  is. 
This  is  simply  asking  for  permission  to  run  a 
rail  across  t  vo  streets  that  are  used  very  little, 
one  of  them  not  at  all  as  a  public  street,  the 
otber  very  little.  I  had  occasion  a  short  time 
ago  to  go  up  to  the  Beacon  oil  works  in  regard 
to  an  addition  to  their  buildings.  I  looked 
around  there  very  carefully  at  that  time,  and  I 
would  not  be  so  well  posted  in  the  matter  had  I 
not  been  there,  because,  although  in  my 
district,  I  do  not  go  up  there  very  often, 
and  I  certainly  feel  that  it  would  not 
injure  that  part  of  East  Boston  to  grant  this  lo- 
cation. I  desire  to  say  here  that  I  am  opposed 
to  oil  works  in  any  part  of  the  city  proper.  I 
believe  they  should  not  be  allowed ;  but  they 
are  there,  and  it  is  our  duty,  I  think,  not  to 
place  any  obstruction  on  the  business  of  that 
concern,  or  any  other  concern.  I  don't  desire  to 
be  known  as  favoring  anything  of  this  kind  in 
general,  but  I  think  this  is  a  case  where  it 
would  do  no  harm  to  the  ueople  or  to  the  dis- 
trict. 

No  one  else  desiring  to  object,  the  chairman 
declared  the  hearing  closed,  and  the  petition 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Railroads. 

Later  in  the  session  Aid.  Capen  submitted  a 
report  from  the  Committee  on  Railroads,  on  the 
petition  of  the  Beacon  Oil  Company,  for  the 
right  to  locate  a  railroad  track  for  the  transpor- 
tation of  freight,  to  cross  at  grade  Bremen  and 
Chelsea  streets,  in  the  vicinsty  of  Curtis  street, 
in  the  fourth  section,  East  Boston,  with  author- 
ity to  use  steam  power  on  said  track— Recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  permission  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  granted  to  the  Beacon  Oil  Company  to 
lay  down  tracks  to  be  used  for  the  trans- 
portation of  freight  across  Bremen  and  Chel- 
sea streets  at  grade,  in  the  vicinity  of  Cur- 
tis street,  in  the  fourth  section,  East  Boston, 
as  shown  by  red  lines  on  a  plan  made  by  Wil- 
liam E.  McClintock,  dated  December  31,  1887, 
and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  superintendent 
of  streets,  and  that  the  use  of  steam  power  shall 
be  allowed  upon  such  tracks.  [Then  follow  the 
usual  printed  conditions.]  Also  upon  condition 
that  the  said  Beacon  Oil  Company  shall  cause 
suitable  gates  to  be  erected  at  said  crossing,  and 
station  a  flagman  at  said  crossing  during  the 
passage  of  trains. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed.  Aid.  Capen 
moved  to  reconsider ;  lost, 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  (Aid).— The  estate 
of  John  L.  Gardner,  to  occupy  a  proposed  brick 
building  for  10  horses  on  Piedmont  street,  No. 
35,  Ward  11. 

William  H.  Callbeck,  to  occupy  a  proposed 
wooden  building  for  three  horses  on  Condor 
street,  rear  No.  87,  Ward  1. 

To  the  Committee  on  Finance — Remonstrance 
from  the  School  Board  against  transferring 
$10  000  from  appropriation  for  land,  Hugh 
O'Brien  School. 

To  the  Committee  on  Electric  Wires— Edward 
B.  Oliver,  to  revoke  location  of  telegraph  pole 
on  Columbus  avenue. 

5.  M.  Cox  and  others,  for  removal  of  telegraph 
poles  on  Columbus  square. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines,  etc.— 
S.  E.  Hyde,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler  of 
five-horse  power  for  heating  purposes  at  Gard- 
ner street,  near  Chester  street,  Ward  25. 

L.  W.  &  H.  F  Morse,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
boiler  of  12-horse  power  for  heating  purposes  at 
Blue  Hill  avenue,  near  Cheney  street,  Ward  21. 

J.  J.  Grace,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler  of 
12-horse  power  for  heating  purposes  at  26  Tem- 
ple place. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

6.  Notice  from  the  Common  Council  of  the 
rejection  of  the  order  to  transfer  the  balance 
remaining  of  the  appropriation  for  Mt.  Wash- 
ington bridge  to  the  appropriation  for  Bridge 
Department. 

Placed  on  file. 

7.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  recom- 
mending reference  to  the  Law  Department  for 
settlement  on  a  petition  of  Oliver  Ames  et  als, 
for  settlement  of  their  claims  for  damages  in 
emptying  the  Clapp  street  and  Norfolk  avenue 
sewers  into  Dorchester  brook,  where  it  passes 
through  their  land,  and  for  entering  upon  and 
constructing  a  sewer  through  their  land  from 
Norfolk  avenue  to  East  Chester  Park. 
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Accepted  and  said  reference  ordered  in  con- 
currence. 

On  motion  of  Aid,  Carroll  Nos.  8,  9  and  10  were 
acted  on  together,  viz. : 

8.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  no 
action  necessary,  on  the  petition  of  Joseph  Fer- 
reira  et  als.  for  a  hearing  on  amount  of  damages 
due  them  by  the  city  by  the  taking  of  their  land 
on  Long  Island. 

9.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  leave 
to  withdraw,  on  a  petition  of  Ruth  A.  Thompson 
for  compensation  for  land  taken  for  the  new 
channel  for  Stony  brook. 

10.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  leave 
to  withdraw,on  the  petition  of  Elizabeth  McKay 
for  compensation  for  personal  injuries  alleged  to 
have  been  caused  by  a  vicious  horse  belonging 
to  the  Fire  Department. 

Severally  accepted  in  concurrence. 
On  motion  of  Aid.  Carroll,  Nos.   11  to    15,  in- 
clusive, were  acted  on  together,  viz. : 

11.  Report  of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Common  and  Public  Grounds,  ought  not  to 
pass,  on  the  order  relative  to  removing  the  iron 
fence  from  Worcester  square. 

12.  Report  of  the  same  committee,  ought  not 
to  pass,  on  the  order  for  the  superintendent  of 
Common,  etc.,  to  have  the  fence  surrounding 
the  park  enclosure  in  City  square  moved  in 
three  feet. 

13.  Report  of  the  same  committee,  inexpe- 
dient to  take  any  action  at  the  present  time  on 
the  message  of  the  mayor,  transmitting  a  com- 
munication from  Robert  Treat  Paine,  offering  to 
sell  to  the  city  a  lot  of  land  on  East  Chester 
Park. 

14.  Report  of  the  same  committee,  ought  not 
to  pass,  on  the  order  for  the  superintendent  of 
Common,  etc.,  to  sell  the  iron  fence  around 
"Worcester  square. 

15.  Report  of  the  same  committee,  recommend- 
ing that  leave  be  granted,  at  his  own  expense, 
under  the  supervision  of  the  superintendent  of 
Common,  etc.,  on  petition  of  Gilbert  C.  Wilder, 
for  leave  to  remove  a  tree  from  in  front  of  567 
Warren  street. 

Reports  severally  accepted  in  concurrence. 

16.  Report  of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Health,  recommending  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims  of  the  petitions  of  James  Mur- 
phy for  compensation  for  the  use  of  his  patent, 
and  of  John  Sheehan  to  be  paid  for  time  lost  on 
account  of  injuries  received  while  at  work  in 
the  Health  Department. 

Accepted  and  said  references  ordered  in  con- 
currence. 

17.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Claims  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
George  Martin  the  sum  of  $1000  in  full  settle- 
ment for  his  claim  against  the  city,  for  damages 
to  his  property  on  account  of  ihe  construction 
of  East  Ninth  street,  upon  his  giving  to  the  city 
a  release  satisfactory  to  the  city  solicitor  of  all 
claims  for  damages  on  account  of  said  con- 
struction or  the  sloping  of  said  street  upon  hia 
land,  or  otherwise;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  incidentals. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 

18.  Report  of  the  Joint  Special  Committee,  to 
whom  the  subject  was  referred,  recommending 
the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  care  and  maintenance  of 
the  Improved  Sewerage  Works  be  transferred 
from  the  City  Engineer's  Department  to  the 
Sewer  Department,  and  placed  in  charge  of  the 
superintendent  of  sewers;  said  transfer  to  take 
effect  Jan.  2, 1888. 

The  report  was  accepted  in  concurrence,  and 
tne  order  put  upon  its  passage. 

Aid.  C.  W.  Smith — I  am  not  on  either  of  the 
two  committees  from  which  this  special  com- 
mittee was  made  up,  and  I  should  like  some  in- 
formation from  some  member  of  the  committee 
why  it  is  desirable  to  make  this  change  at  the 
present  time. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  am  on  that  committee,  but 
I  was  unable  to  be  present  the  other  day  when 
the  report  was  agreed  to,  1  am  not  entirely  sat- 
isfied with  the  report.  I  think  that  on  the 
whole  it  would  be  better  to  refer  this  matter  to 
the  next  city  government,  and  I  make  that 
motion. 

Aid.  Carroll— I  certainly  am  not  a  member 
of  that  committee,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  gen- 
tlemen who  are  on  that  committee  have  been 
on  it  so  long,  and  are  so  thoroughly  posted  on 
it,  having  more  knowledge  and  being  better  ac- 


quainted with  the  facts  than  any  committee 
that  will  be  appointed  next  year — who  have  got 
to  gain  their  knowledge  in  a  very  few  short 
weeks — that  we  had  better  take  their  judgment. 
I  think  the  members  of  the  Board  will  recog- 
nize the  truthfulness  of  that  statement.  Men 
who  have  been  on  that  committee  on  the  part  of 
the  Council  and  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  for 
two  or  three  years,  it  seems  to  me  must  have 
more  definite,  clear  and  practical  information, 
and  they  must  arrive  at  the  conclusions 
they  present  to  us  today  for  some  reason 
that  will  be  a  benefit  to  the  citizens 
at  large,  and  I  hone  the  gentleman  will  give  us 
the  reasons,  and  that  the  matter  will  not  go  over 
to  the  next  city  government. 

Aid.  Donovan— I  think  that  the  motion  as 
made  by  the  alderman,  to  refer  to  the  next  city 
government,  should  not  prevail,  for  the  reason 
that  two  years  ago  at  this  time  this  same  mat- 
ter was  up  before  the  city  government  of  1885, 
and  the  committee  who  had  charge  of  the  mat- 
ter of  that  time,  a  special  committee,  made  a 
unanimous  report,  stating  that  they  had  given 
a  hearing  on  the  matter,  and  the  conclusions  of 
the  committee  were  that  the  transfer  should  be 
made  at  some  future  time.  Now,  two  years 
have  intervened,  and  an  order  was  presented  in 
the  Common  Council  early  this  year,  and  was  re- 
ferred, not,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  the  Committee 
on  Improved  Sewerage,  but  to  a  joint  special 
committee  consisting  of  the  Committee  on  En- 
gineers' Department  and  the  Joint  Special  Com- 
mittee on  Improved  Sewerage.  That  commit- 
tee took  the  order,  looked  into  this  matter, 
had  the  city  engineer  and  superintendent  of 
sewers  before  the  committee;  they  also  visited 
the  works,  gave  considerable  time  to  this 
question,  and  it  was  the  unanimous  vote 
of  that  committee  that  the  transfer  should 
be  made.  One  of  the  principal  reasons  why 
the  committee  came  to  the  conclusion  they 
came  to  was  the  fact  that  the  gentleman 
who  is  at  present  at  the  head  of  the  Sewer 
Department  was  for  seven  years  previous 
in  charge  of  the  construction  of  this  very 
work,  and,  sir,  there  is  no  gentleman  or  no  per- 
son connected  with  the  city  government  of  Bos- 
ton, who  is  more  familiar  with  the  entire  work- 
ings of  that  department  than  the  very  gentleman 
who  is  at  present  superintendent  of  sewers.  He 
was  from  the  very  first,  from  the  original  sur- 
veys up  to  and  including  the  time  he  was  made 
superintendent  of  sewers,  employed  entirely  on 
that  work,  having  entire  control  and  charge  of 
that  particular  section  of  the  work,  namely,  the 
Moon-island  section.  Another  reason  why  the 
committee  advocate  the  change,  brought  out  in 
the  hearing  given  by  the  committee,  was  the 
fact  that  every  now  and  then  complaints  are 
made  at  the  sewer  office  about  overflows  and 
such  matters  of.that  kind,  the  complaints  coming 
from  abutters  along  the  line  of  this  work.  The 
superintendent  of  sewers  has  usually,  not  know- 
ing anything  about  the  matter,  it  not  being  un- 
der hiscontrol,  referred  the  petitioners  to  the 
city  engineer.  The  city  engineer  in  re- 
turn refers  them  back  to  the  superinten- 
dent of  sewers,  saying  that  it  is  a  matter 
for  the  Sewer  Department  to  look  after. 
So  there  is  a  conflict  there,  and  that  is  one  of 
the  reasons  why  we  want  to  avoid  that  difficulty 
and  have  some  responsible  head  to  that  depart- 
ment. That  is  why  that  joint  special  commit- 
mittee,  consisting  of  two  -committees  of  this 
government,  have  unanimously  recommended 
that  that  transfer  be  made.  I  don't  think  there 
is  any  member  of  this  Board  who  will  for  one 
moment  gainsay  the  fact  that  the  gentleman 
who  is  at  the  head  of  the  Sewer  Department  is 
capable  of  conducting  this  work.  I  think  I  have 
shown  by  my  previous  remarks  that  there  is  no 
person  more  capable  than  he  is  to  take  charge 
of  it,  and  I  think  if  he  lias  got  to  have 
charge  of  tho  snail  sewers  emptying  into 
this,  he  certainly  should  have  charge 
of  the  larger  ones,  so  that  ho  can  have 
full  and  absolute  control  of  the  entire  system  of 
sewerage.  I  for  one  am  not  willing  that  so 
much  of  the  department  as  requires  the  con- 
struction of  new  work  should  go  into  that  de- 
partment. I  hold  that  the  city  engineer  should 
do  that,  but  the  care  and  maintenance  of  that 
which  is  already  done  should  be  placed  where, 
in  my  opinion  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  comin  it- 
toe,  is  the  proper  place — that  is,  in  charge  of  the 
Sewer  Department.  I  therefore  trust  that  the 
motion  to  refer  to  the  next  city  government  will 
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not  prevail,  but  that  we  will  concur  with  the 
Common  Council  in  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Aid.  Bkomwich— When  the  order  was  put  in 
to  transfer  the  improved  sewerage  to  the  Sewer 
Department,  at  first  sight  I  thought  it  would 
not  be  best  to  do  it,  because  the  progress  of  the 
work  had  not  reached  the  condition  when  it 
could  be  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  trie  parties 
who  had  had  it  in  charge  from  the  first,  namely, 
the  city  engineer.  I  have  attended  every  com- 
mittee meeting  on  the  subject.  Our  special 
committee  was  composed  of  two  joint  com- 
mittees, and  we  made  a  thorough  investigation 
as  to  how  the  work  was  progressing.  In  the 
past  two  years  there  has  been  nothing  done 
towards  finishing  those  works,  and  I  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  if  they  remained  as  they 
are  they  never  would  be  finished.  T  say  this 
without  intending  the  least  reflection  against 
the  city  engineer,  or  in  any  manner  lowering 
his  standard,  for  I  believe  rhat  if  he  had  been 
supported  by  the  government  the  work  would 
have  made  fair  progress.  But  the  work  is  now 
in  such  a  state  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  can  be 
turned  over  to  the  charge  of  the  Sewer  Depart- 
ment. As  the  alderman  ( >n  my  left  has  said,  the 
maintenance  of  that  department  by  the  superin- 
tendent of  sewers  will  take  away  the  conflict  of 
ideas  that  arise  between  the  parties  having  it  in 
charge,  and  prevent  parties  making  com- 
plaints from  having  to  go  from  one  to  an- 
other, each  shouldering  the  responsibility 
off  on  to  the  other,  and  so  on  backwards  and 
forwards,  so  that  tbe  parties  who  complain  can 
get  no  redress.  After  full  consultation  and  con- 
sideration it  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the 
committee  that  this  transfer  had  better  be 
made.  If  it  had  not  been  for  the  investigations 
and  inquiries  made  by  the  committee  I  should 
certainly  have  voted  the  other  way,  but  I  am 
satisfied  the  committee  have  done  what  is 
proper.  Now,  to  refer  it  to  another  government 
because  those  who  could  not  attend  the  meet- 
ings of  the  committee  don't  understand  the 
facts  will  not  forward  the  work.  I  do  not  think 
another  committee  would  bring  in  any  report 
except  one  in  favor  of  turning  over  the  depart- 
ment to  the  care  of  the  superintendent  of 
sewers. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— The  gentlemen  opposite 
may  have  more  information  on  this  matter  than 
I  have.  One  of  them  says  it  was  brought  up  in 
1885.  I  have  been  on  that  committee  for  the 
last  two  years,  and  if  the  matter  was  brought  up 
in  1885  it  has  been  sleeping  ever  since  that  time. 
The  first  I  heard  of  any  project  of  this 
kind  to  transfer  the  Improved  Sewerage 
Department  to  the  Sewer  Department  was  in  a 
private  conversation  the  other  day,  when  I  was 
told  that  the  committee  were  going  down  to 
Moon  Island  to  look  the  works  over.  Icould  not 
see  how  I  could  learn  enough  in  a  few  minutes' 
visit  to  the  works  at  this  season  of  the  year  to 
satisfy  me  as  to  what  should  be  done  with  this 
department.  It  strikes  me  that  as  the  work  is 
still  incomplete,  that  as  something  more  has  to 
be  done  before  it  is  finished,  and  as  it  has  been 
managed  very  creditably  by  the  city  engineer's 
department  the  management  should  not  be 
changed.  Although  the  present  superintendent 
of  sewers  may  have  been  in  charge  of  the  Im- 
proved Sewerage  Department,  still  as  a  matter 
of  fact  the  present  city  engineer  and  his  prede- 
cessors have  been  in  charge  of  the  department 
from  its  inception,  and  thoroughly  understand 
the  management  of  it.  I  do  not  know  but  that 
the  present  head  of  the  Sewer  Department  may 
be  perfectly  competent  to  manage  the  improved 
sewerage,  but  I  am  at  present  entirely  unpre- 
pared to  say  whether  this  transfer  is  the  best 
thing  to  do,  and  although  I  have  been  on  that 
committee  two  years,  I  have  been  ignorant  of 
this  matter,  except  what  I  have  learned  in  the 
Board  today.  I  did  not  go  with  them  the 
other  day,  because  I  did  not  think  I  could  learn 
enough  in  one  day  to  satisfy  me.  I  have  offered 
this  motion  to  refer  to  the  next  city  government 
in  order  that  members  of  the  present  board 
who  are  re-elected,  and  the  new  members  who 
are  coming  in,  may  have  an  opportunity  to  ex- 
amine the  matter  thoroughly.  It  is  quite  an 
important  matter,  upon  which  millions  of 
money  have  been  spent,  and  should  not  be 
passed  upon  has.ily  in  this  way.  It  has  been 
sleeping  two  years,  and  if  it  was  desirable  to 
bring  it  up  it  ought  to  have  been  done  long  ago. 
I  have  not  heard  a  word  about  it  said  in  the 
committee  this  year  or  last  year.    I  had  notice 


of  a  meeting  of  the  committee  on  improved 
sewage  last  week,  but  it  did  not  state  what  the 
meeting  was  for,  and  did  not  state  that  it  was 
for  a  conference  with  any  other  committee.  I 
learned  about  it  in  conversation  with  the  chair- 
man, and  1  don't  think  the  other  members  of 
the  committee  know  any  more  about  it  than  I 
do,  except  the  chairman,  who  has  taken  much 
interest  in  the  matter.  Therefore,  I  think  it  is 
proper  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  next  city  gov- 
ernment. 

Aid.  Bromwich— Does  the  alderman  say  he 
did  not  hear  what  this  committee  was  to  meet 
for  except  what  strangers  told  him?  As  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Engineers'  Depart- 
mart  I  was  called  upon  to  call  that  committee 
together,  and  I  believe  the  clerk  of  committees 
notified  every  member  of  the  two  committees. 
It  has  been  understood  that  this  special  com- 
mittee was  appointed  three  or  four  months  ago 
—certainly  three  months,  to  my  knowledge.  If  I 
could  have  got  out  of  it  I  really  don't  think  I 
should  have  called  the  committee  together  this 
year ;  but  they  had  to  make  a  report  according 
to  the  rules.  I  think  the  alderman  was  notified 
twice. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— In  answer  to  the  gentle- 
man's question  I  will  say  that  it  possibly  is  on 
account  of  my  own  neglect ;  but  as  a  matter  of 
fact  I  knew  nothing  whatever  of  this  matter 
until  within  a  week,  and  then  only  learned  of  it 
in  conversation  with  Aid.  Donovan.  But  I  will 
state  now  that  the  information  I  got  was  suffi- 
cient to  enable  me  to  be  present  at  the  meeting 
of  the  committee.  But  I  did  not  think  I  could 
get  information  enough  in  one  day  to  enable  me 
to  judge  of  the  question.  If  the  thing  has  been 
brewing  for  three  months  I  say  frankly  that  I 
did  not  know  anything  about  it. 

Aid.  Allen— I  remember  very  well  that  this 
subject  was  under  consideration  two  years  ago, 
It  was  then  reported  by  a  committee  that  at 
some  future  time  the  Improved  Sewerage  De- 
partment might  be  consolidated  with  the  Sewer 
Department.  But  I  think  it  was  thoroughly 
understood  that  that  future  time  would  be 
when  the  improved  sewerage  was  completed. 
As  yet  the  improved  sewerage  is  uncompleted. 
It  has  thus  far  cost  us  a  great  deal  of  money, 
something  into  the  millions,  if  I  recollect  right- 
ly, and  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  it  will 
cost  at  least  half  a  million  dollars  more  before 
we  get  through  with  it.  This  work  has  required 
very  skilful  engineering,  and  will  require  skil- 
ful engineering  until  it  is  completed.  As  I  un- 
derstand, this  order  does  not  refer  to  new 
work,  but  transfers  that  which  is  completed. 
But  I  think  we  should  keep  it  in  the 
hands  of  the  Engineers'  Department  until 
the  work  is  completed,  and  should  hold 
some  department  responsible  for  the  whole 
work.  If  we  transfer  the  maintenance  to 
another  department  while  the  work  is  incom- 
plete, if  there  should  be  any  trouble  here- 
after, and  we  should  say  to  the  Engineers'  De- 
partment, this  thing  is  wrong;  you  have  done 
this,  that  or  the  other,  and  it  has  caused  great 
trouble ;  he  can  say,  the  responsibility  is  not  on 
me ;  you  have  given  the  Sewer  Department  the 
care  and  maintenance,  and  it  has  partially 
passed  from  my  control.  Before  we  make  this 
transfer  the  work  should  come  to  where  we 
think  it  is  complete.  I  have  no  feeling  against 
the  head  of  the  Sewer  Department.  Perhaps  he 
is  the  best  man  to  have  charge  of  the  improved 
sewerage  works.  But  I  should  hope  that  a  mo- 
tion to  indefinitely  postpone  or  to  refer  to  the 
next  city  government  will  prevail,  because  I 
think  the  department  should  remain  as  it  is 
until  it  is  completed,  and  we  should  not  inter- 
fere with  any  portion  of  it. 

Aid.  Donovan— The  alderman  who  made  the 
motion  to  refer  to  the  next  city  government  said 
this  was  the  first  information  he  had  that  it  was 

Froposed  to  consolidate  these  two  departments, 
desire  to  read  at  this  time  a  part  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  June  15,  1885.  [The  alderman  read 
the  report  recommending  that  this  proposed 
transfer  should  be  made  at  the  earliest  practica- 
ble moment.  (Signed)  Charles  H.  Allen,  chair- 
man.] 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith— I  want  to  remind  the  alder- 
man that  I  was  not  in  the  Board  in  1885 ;  and  not 
being  a  student  of  ancient  history,  I  did  not  get 
on  to  that  fact. 

Aid.  Donovan— 1  am  well  aware  that  the 
alderman  was  not  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  of  1885,  and  if  the  alderman  had  only 
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waited  and  allowed  me  to  finish  my  remarks 
there  would  not  have  been  any  necessity  for  his 
getting  up  and  telling  the  members  of  the  Board 
that  he  was  not  a  member  of  the  Board  of  1885. 
This  report  was  accepted  by  this  Board  and  sent 
down  to  the  Common  Council  for  concurrence. 
They  concurred  in  the  report.  An  order  was 
afterwards  introduced  into  this  Board,  laid  on 
the  +able  for  two  successive  weeks,  and  finally 

gassed  in  this  Board  and  sent  to  the  Common 
ouncil.  The  Common  Council  kept  it  on  their 
table  for  something  like,  I  think,  a  month,  and 
finally  a  motion  was  made  and  carried  to 
refer  it  to  the  city  government  of  1886, 
of  which  the  alderman  was  a  member. 
The  same  matter  then  came  back  to  this  Board, 
was  concurred  in,  and  was  brought  up  by  the 
Cornmi  tee  on  Improved  Sewerage,  of  which 
the  gentlman  was  a  member  in  1886.  The  alder- 
man opposite,  Aid.  Allen,  says  that  he  is  not  in 
favor  of  the  consolidation  until  the  work  is 
completed.  That  is,  in  other  words,  he  is  not  in 
favor  of  taking  it  out  of  the  hands  of  the  city 
engineer  until  the  entire  works  are  completed. 
Then  the  works  will  not  be  completed  for  the 
next  50  years.  Both  the  city  engineer  and  the 
superintendent  of  sewers  are  a  unit  on  that — 
in  other  words,  that  there  will  be  new  works 
constructed  in  connection  with  this  work,  con- 
tinuing for  the  next  50  years.  Now,  as  I 
have  already  stated,  there  is  no  member  of  that 
committee  who  is  desirous  of  taking  away 
any  part  of  the  construction  of  that  new  work 
from  the  city  engineer.  The  committee  were 
unanimous  on  that  point,  But,  sir,  they  are  in 
favor  of  having  the  care  and  maintenance  ol 
that  work  already  constructed  and  in  operation 
placed  in  charge  of  a  department  where  re- 
sponsibility can  be  placed.  As  it  is  today,  there 
is  no  responsibility.  The  superintendent  of 
sewers  disclaims  any  and  will  not  have  any.  al- 
though his  sewers  empty  into  these  sewers.  The 
city  engineer  refuses  to  have  any,  and  the  result 
is  that  citizens  are  coming  in  here  with  com- 
plaints, as  I  have  already  said,  and  which  both 
gentlemen  agreed  to  before  the  committee,  and 
they  have  to  be  sent  from  one  office  to  the  other, 
and  finally  have  to  go  out  of  this  building 
without  any  satisfaction.  Now  I  think  it  is  about 
time  that  the  responsibility  for  that  work 
should  be  placed  somewhere  and  in  charge  of 
some  department  where  the  citizens  wno  have  a 
grievance  against  that  department  can  go  and 
file  their  grievances.  That  is  one  of  the  princi- 
pal reasons  why  the  joint  special  committee 
were  unanimous  in  making  the  report  they 
have  made.  I  therefore  trust,  as  I  have  already 
stated,  that  the  report  and  order  will  not  be  re- 
committed to  the  next  city  government. 

Aid.  Allen— My  frieud  on  the  opposite  side 
has  seen  fit  to  read  from  the  report  submitted 
by  myself  in  1885,  but  I  do  not  see  anything  in 
the  report  but  what  is  perfectly  consistent 
with  the  remarks  made  a  few  moments  ago.  In 
the  report  I  did  say,  as  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee, that  I  believed  consolidation  ought 
to  take  place  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 
It  seems  to  me  that  is  entirely  in  harmony 
with  what  I  said  a  few  moments  ago,  but  I  still 
believe — 

Aid.  Donovan— If  the  alderman  will  give 
way  one  moment,  I  will  say  that  I  did  not  read 
the  report  for  his  information,  but  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  alderman  on  his  risht. 

Aid.  Allen — I  understood  that  I  didn't  sup- 
pose it  referred  to  me,  I  supposed  he  was  trying 
to  explain  to  my  friend  on  the  left,  but  unless 
some  one  might  feel  that  I  had  changed  my  po- 
sition, I  want  to  state,  what  I  have  already 
stated,  that  I  believe  this  sl-ould  be  placed  in 
the  hands  of    some  department  at  the  earliest 

Sracticable  moment.  I  still  believe  that,  but  I 
o  not  believe  that  that  time  has  yet  come. 
Aid.  Haynes— I  have  had  some  experience  in 
the  last  two  or  three  years  of  the  difficulties 
of  harmonizing  the  interests  of  the  citi- 
zens, in  the  Sewer  Department  and  in  the 
improved  sewerage.  I  myself  have,  to  my  cost, 
been  to  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  the  Sewer  De- 
partment, to  accommodate  us,  who  are  depend- 
ent on  sewers  entering  the  improved  sewerage, 
for  our  cellars  to  be  kept  clear  from  being 
flooded.  I  believe,  whatever  may  be  the  short- 
comings of  the  Sewer  Department,  that  now 
and  hereafter  we  are  to  have  a  competent  Sewer 
Department,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  main- 
tenance of  the  sewers  built  by  the  improved 
sewerage  system  should  be  under  the  charge 


and  care  of  the  head  of  the  Sewer  Department. 
There  have  been  for  two  or  three  years  obstacles 
to  the  sewerage  in  the  part  of  the  city  I  represent, 
and  we  never  have  had  any  possible  satisfaction 
until  we  have  had  a  complete  investigation.  We 
found  that  the  obstruction  was  in  the  improved 
sewerage  system,  which  was  said  to  be  ali  right, 
and  we  couldn't  get  any  satisfaction  until  we 
had  had  a  complete  overhauling  and  general 
examination.  I  believe  it  is  for  the  interest  of 
the  people  to  get  these  departments  under  one 
head,  and  if  the  present  sewer  system  is  to  be 
conducted  properly  I  believe  it  should  be  under 
the  care  and  charge  of  the  Sewer  Department, 
so  far  as  the  maintenance  and  management  of 
the  sewers  already  built  is  concerned.  I  hope 
the  transfer  will  be  made. 

Aid,  Sullivan— The  section  of  thecity  I  have 
the  honor  to  represent  gets  no  benefit  from  the 
improved  sewerage,  and  as  I  am  not  going  to  be 
a  member  of  the  next  Board  of  Aldermen  I  ex- 
pect no  benefit  from  the  Committee  on  Im- 
proved Sewerage,  present  or  future,  but  f 
have  been  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Sewers  during  the  present  year,  and  I 
know  the  complaints  that  came  before 
the  committee  and  the  superintendent  of  sewers 
on  account  of  people  not  knowing  where  to  go 
to  get  information  on  the  subject  of  sewerage. 
I  know,  I  and  other  members  of  the  committee 
went  out  to  the  Back  Bay  and  found  a  consider- 
able stench  from  the  improved  sewerage,  and 
citizens  came  to  us  in  numbers  complaining, 
and  insisting  that  the  Sewer  Department  was 
the  proper  department  to  remedy  the  evil.  We 
told  them  we  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  They 
could  not  understand  why  the  superintendent 
of  sewers  and  the  Committee  on  Sewers 
did  not  have  charge  of  the  work.  I  be- 
lieve the  whole  system  ought  to  be  under  one 
head,  and  I  believe  the  gentleman  now  at  the 
head  of  the  Sewer  Department  is  very  well  able 
to  take  care  of  it.  When  we  build  a  bridge,  the 
city'engmeer  Of  course  does  the  engineering 
and  builds  the  bridge :  but  after  it  is  built,  it 
goes  into  the  Bridge  Department.  So  this  im- 
proved sewerage  should  go,  where  it  certainly 
belongs,  to  the  Sewer  Department. 

Aid.  Donovan— For  the  information  of  the 
alderman  I  will  state  that  some  time  in  the 
eourse  of  the  next  50  years  East  Boston  will  be 
taken  care  of  in  the  matter  of  improved  sewer- 
age. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  next  city  govern- 
ment was  declared  lost. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  daibted  the  vote  and  asked 
for  a  verification  by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  next  city  govern- 
ment was  lost;  yeas  3,  nays  9: 

Yeas- Aid.  Allen,  N.  G.  Smith,  C.  W.  Smith-3. 

Nays— Aid.  Bromwich,  Capen,  Carroll,  Dono- 
van, Haynes,  Lee,  Maguire,  McLaughlin,  Sulli- 
van—9. 

The  question  came  on  passing  the  order  in 
concurrence,  and  Aid.  Carroll  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence ;  yeas  8, 
nays  4: 

Yeas— Aid.  Bromwich,  Capen,  Carroll,  Dono- 
van, Haynes,  Maguire,  McLaughlin,  Sullivan— 8. 

Nays-Aid.  Allen,  Lee,  N.  G.  Smith,  C.  W. 
Smith— 4. 

Aid.  Donovan  moved  to  reconsider;  lost. 

Aid.  Donovan  in  the  chair. 

19.  Report  of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  the  Department  for  the  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings, recommending  the  passage  of  the  follow- 
ing: 

Ordered,  That  the  inspector  of  buildings  be 
authorized  to  issue  a  permit  to  B.  W.  Dean  to 
build, outside  the  building  limits.a  wooden  build- 
ing at  377  West  First  and  84  Dove  streets,  Ward 
13,  in  excess  of  range  allowed,  and  without  the 
intervention  or  construction  of  a  brick  wall,  as 
required  by  the  ordinances,  and  in  accordance 
with  an  application  on  file  in  the  Department 
for  the  Inspection  of  Buildings ;  said  building  to 
be  occupied  for  stores. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  m  concur- 
rence. 

20,  Report  of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  the  Department  for  the  Inspections  of  Build- 
ings : 

Ordered,  That  the  inspector  of  buildings  be 
authorized  to  issue  a  permit  to  Howard  Clapp  to 
build,  outside  the  building  limits,  a  wooden  ad- 
dition to  building  on  Athens  street.  Ward  14,  in 
excess  of  size  allowed,  and  without  the  con- 
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struction  of  a  brick  wall,  as  required  by  the  or- 
dinances, and  in  accordance  with  an  application 
on  file  in  the  Department  for  the  Inspection  of 
buildings;  said  addition  to  be  occupied  for  sta- 
ble ;  main  building  occupied  for  stable. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

21.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Water,  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered.  That  the  Boston  Water  Board  be, 
and  they  hereby  are,  authorized  to  sell  in  such 
manner  as  may  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
city :  "A,"  all  unserviceable  water-meters  which 
have  accumulated  in  the  department;  "B,"  also 
any  second-hand  48-inch  iron  pipe  which  can  be 
disposed  of  to  advantage.  Concurred,  with  this 
amendment :  Strike  out  the  words  between  A 
and  B. 

The  Board  concurred  in  the  amendment. 

22.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  re- 
commending the  passage  of  the  following  order ; 

Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  be  authorized 
to  transfer  the  following  amounts  to  the  appro- 
priation for  incidental  expenses,  namely : 

From  the  reserved  fund,  $10,407.78. 

From  the  appropriation  for  Cambridge-street 
bridge.  Allston,  §4592.22. 

Passed  in  Board  of  Aldermen,  Dec.  27,  1887. 
Sent  down  for  concurrence.  Concurred,  with 
this  amendment :  Add  to  the  above  order  the 
foliowing: 

''Provided,  that  the  auditor  is  hereby  directed 
not  to  audit  any  bill  for  payment  from  the 
money  so  transferred,  unless  such  bill  is  fully 
itemized." 

The  Board  refused  to  concur  in  the  amend- 
ment, yeas  6,  nays  5  (two-thirds  in  favor  being 
necessary) : 

Yeas— Aid.  Bromwich,  Carroll,  Haynes, 
Maguire,    McLaughlin,  C.  W.  Smith— 6 

Nays— Aid.  Allen,  Donovan,  Lee,  N.  G.  Smith, 
Sullivan — 5. 

Absent— Aid.  Capen— 1. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  the  last  vote 
was  reconsidered  and  the  subject  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

23.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Health,  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following; 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Michael  McLaughlin  the  sum  of  $H0,  in  satis- 
faction of  all  claims  for  damages  on  account  of 
personal  injuries  received  by  him  on  June  14, 
1887,  while  in  the  service  of  the  city,  at  the  offal 
depot,  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  Health  Department, 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  concurrence. 

24.  Report  of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Common  and  Public  Grounds,  recommend- 
ing the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  Common 
and  public  grounds  be  directed  to  put  in  proper 
condition  the  mall  on  Rutland  square,  the  ex- 
pense to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Common  and  public  grounds. 

Report  accepted,  order  uassed  in  concurrence. 

25.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Underground 
Wires,  as  a  result  of  their  inspection  trip,  that 
25  per  cent  of  the  wires  above  ground  are  not 
in  use. 

Accepted  in  concurrence. 

26.  Report  of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Underground  Wires,  on  their  visit  to  New 
York,  Brooklyn,  Philadelphia,  and  Washington. 
[Doc.  174.] 

Aid.  Allen — I  would  like  to  inquire  what  this 
committee  recommend?  It  is  a  long  document, 
and  I  have  not  had  time  to  read  it  all. 

Aid.  Maguire— 1  would  recommend  the  alder- 
man to  read  the  document  to  find  out  what  they 
recommend. 

Aid.  Allen — I  want  to  find  out  what  their 
final  recommendations  are. 

Aid.  Maguire— If  the  alderman  will  give  time 
and  attention  to  reading  the  document  he  will 
find  the  recommendations. 

Aid.  Lee— 1  would  like  to  call  the  alderman's 
attention  to  the  paragraph  in  which  they  say 
they  believe  it  would  tie  unwise  to  compel  the 
electric  lighting  companies  to  put  their  wires 
tinder  ground. 

Aid.  Allen — Is  that  a  recommendation? 

Aid.  Lee— Certainly. 

The  report  was  accepted  in  concurrence. 

27.  Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Undergroud  Wires  be  printed  as  a  city 
document  and  bound;  the  expense  attending 
the  same  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
printing. 


Referred  to  Committee  on  Printing  on  motion 
of  Aid.  Lee. 

28.  Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
East  Boston  Ferries  be  requested  to  cause  the 
electric  lights  and  globes  at  the  South  ferry  to 
he  kept  in  proper  condition. 

Passed  in  concurrence. 

29.  Ordered,  That  the  Water  Board  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  the  City  Council  the  names 
of  each  kind  of  unserviceable  water  meters  and 
the  number  of  each  kind  that  have  accumulated 
in  the  department. 

Passed  m  concurrence. 

30.  Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  offer  such  courtesies  as  he  may  deem 
necessary  to  entertain  "International  Union  of 
Bricklayers  and  Masons"  at  their  annual  con- 
vention, to  be  held  in  Boston,  Jan.  9,  1888. 

Passed  in  concurrence. 

31.  Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  petition  the  Legislature  of  1888  to  so 
amend  the  Boston  City  Charter  that  the  number 
of  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  now 
12,  be  increased  to  25,  and  that  each  ward  be 
represented  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Rejected  in  nonconcurrence  by  a  devision,  0  in 
favor,  6  against. 

32.  Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  peti- 
tion the  Legislature  to  amend  the  Civil  Service 
Statutes  so  as  to  exempt  from  its  general  pro- 
visions the  common  laborers  of  the  departments 
of  the  city  of  Boston. 

Declared  passed  in  concurrence.  Aid.  C.  W. 
Smith  doubted  the  vote  and  Ald.Maugire  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  order  was  passed, 
yeas  8,  nays  4: 

Yeas— Aid.  Capen,  Carroll,  Donovan,  Lee, 
Maguire,  McLaughlin,  N.  G.  Smith,  Sullivan— 8. 

Nays— Aid.  Allen,  Bromwich,  Haynes,  C.  W. 
Smith— 4. 

Later  in  the  session  Aid.  Bromwich  said:  I 
want  to  ask  for  a  reconsideration  on  No.  32  on 
the  calendar.  I  stand  recorded  as  voting  con- 
trary to  my  own  expressed  opinion  at  all  times. 
I  made  a  mistake  in  the  order  that  was  before 
the  Board.  I  do  not  want  to  stand  recorded  as 
voting  against  what  I  have  always  contended, 
that  it  was  outrageous  to  have  the  common  la- 
borers go  through  the  questions  put  to  them  by 
the  Civil  Service  Commission.  Therefore  I  re- 
quest the  Board  will  help  me  out  of  my  dilem- 
ma, so  that  I  may  vote  as  I  really  intended  to, 
and  1  shall  be  much  obliged  to  them. 

The  reconsideration  prevailed. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence,  yeas 
12,  nays  0. 

33.  Ordered.  That  ihe  city  messenger  be  di- 
rected to  cause  the  usual  number  of  city  docu- 
ments and  the  reports  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
City  Conncil  to  be  bound  and  distributed  in  the 
customary  manner,  the  expense  attending  the 
same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
printing. 

Passed  in  concurrence. 

The  11  following  papers  came  up,  and  were  re- 
ferred by  the  Common  Council  to  the  next  city 
government. 

34.  Petition  of  Michael  C.  O'Hare,  for  compen- 
sation for  personal  injuries  received  Sept.  16, 
1886,  on  Beacon  street. 

Indefinitely  postponed,  on  motion  of  Aid.  Car- 
roll. 

35.  The  Committee  on  Bridges,  who  were  re- 
quested to  investigate  and  report  the  facts  con- 
cerning the  accident  which  occurred  on  Warren 
bridge,  Nov.  6, 1887,  respectfully  report  that  they 
have  been  unable  to  ascertain  all  the  facts  con- 
nected with  the  accidentj  for  the  reason  that 
the  parties  in  interest  failed  to  appear  before 
your  committee,  in  response  to  a  notice  to  do  so, 
and  inasmuch  as  notice  of  suits  in  the  several 
cases  have  been  duly  filed,  your  committee  are 
of  the  opinion  that  it  is  unadvisable  to  present  a 
partial  report  of  the  accident  at  this  time,  and 
they  accordingly  ask  to  be  relieved  from  the 
duty  imposed  upon  them  by  the  City  Council. 

Referred  in  concurrence  to  next  city  govern- 
ment. 

36.  The  same  committee,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Chase  &  Co.  et  als.,  that 
waiting-rooms  be  provided  on  each  side  of  Con- 

fress-street  bridge,  respectfully  report  that  the 
ridge  appropriation  will  not  warrant  the  neces- 
sary expenditure  in  its  present  condition. 

Referred,  in  concurrence,  to  next  city  govern- 
ment. 

37.  Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of 
bridges  be  requested  to  repair  the  bridges  over 
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Stony  brook  on  Florence  street,  and  on  Wash- 
ington street  between  Poplar  and  Kittredge 
streets. 

Referred,  in  concurrence,  to  next  city  govern- 
ment. 

38.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Claims— ought 
not  to  pass,  on  the  order  relative  to  refunding  90 
per  cent  of  the  amount  paid  for  betterments 
assessed  on  account  of  the  laying  out  of  the  Ma- 
rine Park,  South  Boston 

Referred,  in  concurrence,  to  next  city  govern- 
ment. 

39.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance— no 
action  necessary,  on  the  order  relative  to  the 
transfer  from  the  appropriation  for  Public 
Library  building  to  the  appropriation  for  Bea- 
con-street widening. 

Indefinitely  postponed,  on  motion  of  Aid. 
Allen. 

40.  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Health,  to 
whom  was  recommitted  by  the  Common  Coun- 
cil the  report  of  said  committee,  on  the  matter 
of  filling  a  portion  of  the  South  Bay,  respectfully 
recommend  reference  of  the  same  to  the  next 
city  government.  Refered  in  concurrence  to 
next  city  government. 

41.  Same  committee,  on  petition  of  D.  J.  Sewell 
et  als.  for  a  public  hearing  in  regard  to  filling 
low  lands  at  Harrison  square,  respectfully  refer 
the  same  to  the  next  city  government.  Re- 
ferred in  concurrence  to  next  city  government. 

42.  The  Committee  on  Public  Park  Depart- 
ment, on  petition  of  Adelina  Faxon  et  als.,  re- 
commend the  passage  of  the  following  orders : 

That  the  city  auditor  be  directed  to  refund  to 
the  aforesaid  petitioners  a  sum  equal  to  90  per 
cent  of  the  amount  paid  by  them  to  the  city, 
under  protest,  for  betterments  assessed  on  ac- 
count of  the  laying  out  of  the  Marine  park, 
South  Boston. 

Ordered,  That  the  city  auditor  be  authorized 
to  transfer  from  the  appropriation  for  Cam- 
bridge-street bridge,  Allston,  the  sum  of  $4000, 
said  sum  to  constitute  a  special  appropriation 
for  the  payment  of  the  above  amounts. 

Referred  in  concurrence  to  next  city  govern- 
ment. 

43.  Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  petition  the  Legislature,  at  its  next 
session,  for  such  legislation  as  will  give  the 
School  Committee  the  exclusive  control  of  all 
matters  relating  to  the  public  schools,  includ- 
ing the  purchase  of  land,  and  the  erection  and 
maintenance  of  sehoolhouses,  and  will  give  to 
said  committee  the  power  to  fix  the  amount  of 
the  annual  appropriations  therefor,  such 
amount  to  be  levied  as  a  separate  tax  in  the 
same  manner  state  and  county  taxes  are  now 
levied. 

Referred  in  concurrence  to  next  citv  govern- 
ment. 

44.  Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  peti- 
tion the  Legislature,  at  its  next  session,  for  the 
passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  city  of  Boston 
to  construct  sub-ways  under  the  streets  through- 
out the  city,  for  the  use  of  the  sewers  and  water 
mains,  and  the  leasing  of  the  same  to  the  vari- 
ous gas,  telegraph,  telephone,  and  electric- 
lighting  companies,  and  for  all  other  works  that 
can  be  put  under  the  ground. 

Referred  in  concurrence  to  next  city  govern- 
ment. 

45.  Ordered,  That  all  matters  of  an  unfinished 
nature  in  the  hands  of  the  several  joint  stand- 
ing and  special  committees  of  the  present  City 
Council  be  referred  to  the  next  City  Council. 

Passed  in  concurrence. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Aid.  Maguire,  for  the  committee  on  Paving 
(Aid.),  submitted  the  following: 

Reports  that  the  petitioners  be  given  leave  to 
withdraw  on  the  following  petitions: 

N.  P.  O'Lally  and  others,  for  a  plank  walk  on 
Sawyer  avenue,  Dorchester. 

Mary  O'Brien,  for  abatement  of  edgestone 
assessment  against  her  estate  on  Mitchell  street. 

Hugh  Smith,!' or  abatement  of  edgestone  assess- 
ment against  his  estate  on  Mitchell  street. 

Reports  accepted. 

Report  and  order — That  the  edgestone  assess- 
ment of  $8.98  levied  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
against  the  estate  of  Mrs.  James  J.  B.  Sharp, 
Oct.  26,  1887,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  abated, 
on  account  of  inability  to  pay. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order— That  permission  be  grant- 


ed to  John  J.  Merrigan  to  box  a  tree  front  of  404 
Broadway,  upon  condition  that  no  lettering  be 
placed  on  said  box. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

COST  OF  SEWERS. 

Aid.  Lee  presented  reports  from  the  superin- 
tendent of  sewers,  giving  the  cost  of  sewers  in 
Western  avenue,  Averett,  Raymond  and  Frank- 
lin streets,  Brighton,  and  in  sundry  other 
streets.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Sewers. 
Later  in  the  session  the  same  alderman  sub- 
mitted reports  from  the  Committee  on  Sewers 
that  the  same  are  correot,  and  recommending 
the  passage  of  orders  for  the  assessment  and 
collection  of  the  proportionate  part  thereof. 
The  orders  were  passed  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule. 

KINDERGARTEN,  PERKINS  INSTITUTION  FOR  THE 
BLIND. 

Aid.  Lee  presented  a  petition  from  the  Per- 
kins Institution  and  Massachusetts  School  for 
the  Blind,  for  abatement  of  amount  charged  to 
said  institution  for  construction  of  public  sewer 
in  Day  street,  for  the  reason  that  said  institu- 
tion was  a  charity  receiving  on  aid  from  city 
or  State,  and  in  many  cases  relieving  the  city 
institutions,  thereby  saving  expense  to  the 
city. 

In  connection  with  the  above  petition.  Aid. 
Lee  offered  an  order— That  the  sewer  assessment 
levied  against  the  estate  of  the  Perkins  Institu- 
tion and  Massachusetts  School  for  the  Blind  for 
a  sewer  in  Minden  and  Day  streets,  amoun ling 
to  $775.23,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  abated  on 
account  of  said  institution  being  a  charitable 
one. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

STEAM    ENGINES. 

Aid.  Haynes,  for  the  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines,  submitted  reports  recommending  that 
licenses  be  granted  on  the  usual  conditions  to 
erect  and  use  stationary  steam  engines  as 
follows: 

J.  E.  Wall,  six-horse  power,  73  Cornhiil. 

Lewis  Wharf  Co.,  30-horse  power,  39  Lewis 
Wharf. 

Wm.  H.  Swift,  25-horse  power,  31-33  Purchase 
street. 

W.  K,  Pry  or  &  Co.,  10  horsepower,  foot  of  M 
street,  South  Boston. 

Reports  accepted,  licenses  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 

DRUGGIST'S   MORTAR. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Inspection  of  Buildings  (Aid.) 
recommending  that  leave  be  granted  to  Robert 
Fabery  to  project  a  druggist's  mortar  from  estate 
272  Tremont  street. 

Accepted,  and  leave  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions. 

LAMPS. 

Aid.  Bromwich  submitted,  for  the  Committee 
on  Lamps,  reports  that  no  further  action  is 
necessary  on  petitions  to  the  number  of  about 
three  hundred,  for  electric  lights,  the  prayers  of 
the  petitioners  having  been  granted. 

Accepted. 

CLERK  HIRE  IN  THE    COURTS. 

Aid.  Carroll,  for  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  submitted  requisitions  for  clerk 
hire  in  the  courts  as  follows : 

Superior  Court,  criminal  business,  $396. 

Approved  and  ordered  paid. 

STABLES. 

Aid.  Allen,  for  the  Committee  on  Health 
(Aid.),  submitted  reports  recommending  leave  to. 
withdraw,  on  the  following  petitions  to  occupy 
stables,  as  follows: 

Ira  A.  Medbery,  proposed  wooden,  one-horse. 
Centre  street,  next  to  corner  Dorchester  avenue, 
Ward  24. 

N.  Y.  Brintnall,  wooden,  32  horses,  Miller 
street,  No.  36,  Ward  5. 

Rev.  Joseph  H.  Cassin  (at  his  own  request), 

Sfoposed  wooden,  one-horse,  Sumner  street,  rear 
o.  404,  Ward  2 

Reports  severally  accepted. 
Also  a  report  on  tlic  petition  of  Agnes  Brown 
for  leave  to  occupy  an  old  wooden  building  for 
two  horses  on  Munroe  street,  rear  No.  57,  Ward 
21— That  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  condi- 
tions. 
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Accepted;  leave  granted  on  the  usual  condi- 
tions. 

CONTINGENT  EXPENSES. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  submitted  the  report  of  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Contingent  Expenses  (City 
Doc.  175).    Accepted. 

INSPECTION    OF  PRISONS. 

Aid.  Lee  submitted  the  second  semi-annual 
report  of  the  inspectors  of  prisons  and  houses  of 
detention.    (City  Doc.  173).    Accepted. 

PETROLEUM  LICENSE. 

Aid.  Lee,  for  the  Committee  on  Fire  Depart- 
ment (Aid.),  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  the  petition  of  N.  G.  Fmney,  for  a 
license  to  store  and  keep  for  sale  oils  or  fluids 
composed  wholly  or  in  part  of  the  .  products  of 
petroleum,  in  the  basement  of  103  Cambridge 
street— Recommending  that  a  license  be  granted 
on  the  usual  conditions. 

Report  accepted,  license  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

SEWERS. 

Aid.  Lbb.  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers  (Aid.), 
submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  the  petition  of  Edward  H.  Davies  for 
abatement  of  sewer  assessment  on  his  estate  be- 
tween Gaston  and  Holborn  streets — That  the 
petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw. 

Report  accepted. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS  REFERRED. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  all  unfinished  business  on  the 
files  of  the  several  standing  or  special  commit- 
tees of  this  Board  be  referred  to  the  next  Board 
of  Aldermen. 
Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

LAND  DAMAGES. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an  order— That  there 
be  paid  to  Michael  J.  Reardon  the  sum  of  $800 
for  land  taken  and  all  damages  occasioned  by 
the  widening  of  Washington  street,  at  Dor- 
chester, by  a  resolve  and  order  of  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  passed  December  19,  1887, 
upon  his  giving  to  the  city  a  deed  or  release  for 
the  same,  satisfactory  to  the  city  solicitor,  and 
an  acquittance  and  discharge,  for  all  damages, 
costs  and  expenses  in  consequence  of  said  taking ; 
and  that  the  same  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  widening  streets. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

SIGNAL  CORPS. 

Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  presented  the  following: 
To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Gentlemen,— I  am  in  receipt  of  a  request  from 
Lieutenant  Haley  of  the  Signal  Corps  that  their 
headquarters  be  supplied  with  the  requisite 
furniture,  such  as  curtains,  desks,  chairs, 
tables,  etc.  I  find  upon  examination  they  have 
no  furniture  of  any  kind  and  when  meetings  are 
held  they  are  forced  to  borrow.  The  appropria- 
tion for  armories  is  not  sufficient  to  supply  any 
such  demand,  but,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  their 
demand  is  so  small  (namely,  $100)  and  as  a  mat- 
ter of  justice  that  they  may  be  on  a  footing  with 
other  companies  thus  supplied,  in  my  judgment 
the  request  should  be  granted,  and  I  would  so 
recommended  in  the  passage  of  the  accompany- 
ing order.    Respectfully  submitted, 

James  C.  Tucker, 

Supt.  of  Buildings. 

Ordered.  That  the  superintendent  of  public 
buildings  be  and  he  is  authorized  to  provide  the 
necessary  furniture  for  the  headquarters  of  the 
Signal  Corps,  Second  Brigade,  located  at  26  Pem- 
berton  square,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $100,  the 
expense,  therefor  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  armories. 

The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule. 

CONSOLIDATION     OF    BOARD    OF    HEALTH    WITH 
THE  CITY   REGISTRAR'S  DEPARTMENT. 

Aid.  Lee  offered  an  order— That  the  chairman 
of  this  Board  petition  the  Legislature  at  its  next 
session  for  an  act  to  consolidate  the  Board  of 
Health  with  the  City  Registrar's  Department. 

Passed. 

stimson's  stable. 

Aid.  Allen— I  would  move  to  reconsider  the 
vote  passed  by  the  Board  at  the  last  meeting 
granting  a  stable  license  to  John  D.  Stimson. 
I  make  this  motion  because  there  was  some  mis- 
understanding in  regard  to  a  hearing  on  the 


subject,  and  if  the  vote  is  reconsidered,  I  shall 
ask  that  the  report  be  referred  back  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health  to  enable  them  to  give  a  hear- 
ing, as  asked  for  by  certain  parties. 

The  reconsideration  prevailed,  and  the  subject 
was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Health 
(Aid.) 

REPRESENTATION      OF     VOTERS      IN    THE    CITY 
COUNCIL. 

Aid.  Allen  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  of 
Dec.  27,  by  which  the  Board  concurred  in  the 
passage  of  the  amended  act  to  establish  munici- 
pal and  voting  districts  in  the  city  of  Boston,  as 
contained  in  City  Document  No.  172,  for  the 
purpose  of  correcting  a  clerical  error  made  by 
the  clerk  of  the  Common  Council,  and  the  chair- 
man announced  that  the  error  had  been  cor- 
rected. The  Board  then  concurred  with  the 
Common  Council. 

THE  CLOSING  PROCEEDINGS. 

Aid.  Allen— Mr.  Chairman,  this  Board  has 
about  concluded  its  labors  for  the  year  1887.  I 
do  not  wish  to  detain  the  Board  by  any  remarks 
which  would  consume  much  time.  I  have  not 
at  all  times  been  in  entire  accord  and  harmony 
with  all  the  members  of  this  Board  upon  some 
questions ;  but  at  the  same  time  I  wish  to  bear 
testimony  to  the  universal  courtesy  which  has 
been  extended  to  me  by  the  different  members 
of  this  Board,  and  to  thank  them  for  the  same. 
It  also  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  bear  wit- 
ness that  this  Board  has  been  presided  over  by 
a  faithful  officer,  and  I  present  this  resolution 
at  this  time,  trusting  that  it  may  pass  with  en- 
tire unanimity : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  members  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  be  expressed  to  Aid. 
Patrick  J.  Donovan  for  the  able  and  impartial 
manner  in  which  he  has  discharged  the  duties 
of  chairman  of  the  Board  during  the  past  year. 
His  unvarying  courtesy  and  affable  manners 
have  won  our  esteem,  and  in  severing  our  offi- 
cial relations,  we  desire  to  extend  to  him  our 
best  wishes  for  his  future  welfare. 

The  clerk  read  the  resolution  and  put  the 
question  on  its  passage. 

Aid.  Haynes  said : 

Mr.  Clerk,  I  heartily  second  that  resolution. 
I  believe  that  every  member  of  this  Board  bears 
testimony  to  the  uniform  courtesy  and  kindness 
of  the  chairman,  and  I  believe  that  every  one  of 
us  fully  appreciates  the  truth  of  the  sentiments 
expressed  in  the  resolution. 

Aid.  Lee  said: 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  gives  me  extraordinary 
pleasure  to  second  the  resolution  which  has 
just  been  offered  and  to  say  a  few  words  in  its 
support.  The  chairs  an  of  this  Board  and  my- 
self commenced  our'  career  in  the  city  govern- 
ment at  the  same  time,  in  1882,  as  members  of 
the  Common  Council,  and  the  friendship  which 
we  then  formed  has  been  to  this  moment  unin- 
terrupted, and  I  trust  it  will  continue  forever.  He 
and  I  have  had,  perhaps,  differences  of  opinion 
on  questions  of  public  polity,  but  they  have  been 
differences  merely  of  a  friendly  nature.  Hav- 
ing had  considerable  experience  as  the  presid- 
ing officer  of  the  lower  branch,  I  can  well  appre- 
ciate the  difficulties  under  which  our  worthy 
chairman  must  have  labored  while  holding  his 
honorable  position,  but  I  believe  I  but  re-echo 
the  sentiments  of  every  member  of  this  Board, 
when  I  say,  that  he  has  discharged  his  duties 
with  ability  ana  fairness  and  was  ever  on  the 
alert  to  preserve  the  dignity  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  and  ever  watchful  of  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  city  of  Boston.  I  do  not  believe  that 
there  is  a  member  of  this  body,  who  is  un- 
willing to  confess  that  whatever  may 
have  been  his  relations  with  the  chair- 
man, he  has  uniformly  received  from 
him  the  consideration,  the  kindness,  and  the 
civility  which  ever  characterize  the  true  gen- 
tleman. No  one  knows  better  than  I  do  the 
difficulties  surrounding  the  office  of  a  presiding 
officer  of  a  legislative  body  like  this  to  decide  on 
the  moment,  and  without  consultation, intricate 
parliamentary  points,  to  maintain  order  in  the 
assembly,  to  guide  debate  so  that  it  may  not 
degenerate  into  personalities,  nor  wander  into 
matters  of  an  irrelevant  nature,  to  give  every 
member  fair  opportunity  to  be  heard,  and  to 
endeavor  to  be  just  and  impartial  in  the  distri- 
bution of  committees,— all  tend  to  show  that  the 
position  is  one  which  requires  a  man  of  no  ordi- 
nary intelligence  and  independence.    That  our 
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chairman  has  discharged  his  duties  in  a  manner 
worthy  of  our  endorsement  and  meeting  the 
requirements  I  have  specified,  we  all  acknowl- 
edge, and  this  reflection  should  be  to  him  in 
after  life  a  most  satisfactory  reminiscence.  I 
regret  that  the  city  of  Boston  today  will  lose  the 
services  of  our  respected  chairman,  for  I  feel 
certain  that  it  will  be  very  bard  to  supply  his 
place.  He  has  bad  from  his  long  connection 
with  the  government  unusual  facilities  for 
learning  the  wants  of  the  community,  and  for 
devising  means  to  supply  them,  but  of  course 
it  cannot  be  expected  that  a  gentleman 
will  allow  his  private  interests  to  suffer  in 
preference  to  resigning  a  public  trust.  I  hope, 
however,  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when 
Mr.  Donovan  will  find  it  convenient  to  return  to 
the  service  of  the  city,  if  not  as  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  at  least  in  some  other  ca- 
pacity, for  I  believe  that  his  great  experience  in 
municipal  matters  would  make  him  an  acquisi- 
tion in  any  department  of  the  city  government. 
Whatever  his  future  may  be,  I  feel  assured  that 
he  has  the  best  wishes  of  each  and  every  mem- 
ber of  this  Board,  and  that  we  all  hope  that 
success  may  attend  his  every  effort  to  advance 
in  prosperity,  and  that  health  and  happiness 
may  be  his  portion  for  many  years  to  come.  In 
conclusion,  I  request,  Mr.  Clerk,  that  when  the 
vote  is  taken  it  be  by  a  rising  vote. 
Aid.  Brojiwich  said: 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  add  my  testi- 
mony to  what  has  already  been  said  by  the  gen- 
tlemen who  offered  the  resolution  and  who 
seconded  it.  I  have  been  connected  with  oui 
honorable  chairman  since  1883,  first  in  the 
lower  branch,  and  invariably  his  word  has  been 
as  good  as  his  bond.  I  have  nothing  more  to 
say  except  that  I  fully  acquiesce  in  every  parti- 
cle with  what  is  stated  in  the  resolution.  While 
the  city  will  lose  by  the  retirement  of  Aid. 
Donovan  from  the  public  service  I  have  no 
doubt  it  will  be  his  gain. 
Aid.  McLaughlin  said : 

Mr.  Clerk,  I  desire  also  to  second  the  resolu- 
tion that  has  been  presented  and  that  has  been 
so  unanimously  approved  by  the  gentlemen 
who  have  Dreceded  me.  Although  I  can  add 
but  feebly  to  anything  that  has  already  been 
said,  I  feel  it  my  duty  at  this  time  to  publicly 
thank  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
for  the  many  kindnesses  he  has  shown  to  me 
during  the  present  year.  My  association 
with  our  chairman,  as  well  as  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Board,  began  several  years 
back.  On  entering  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men this  year  I  was  confronted  with 
the  many  changes  in  our  city  charter,  and  I  was 
compelled  many  times  to  turn  to  the  chairman 
for  advice  on  matters  that  were  not  clear  to  me. 
I  always  received  advice  and  information  from 
him  in  the  same  painstaking  and  precise  man- 
ner that  has  always  characterized  him  and  en- 
deared him  to  all  of  us  as  a  personal  friend. 
Many  of  us.  no  doubt,  regret  his  retirement  from 
public  official  life ;  but  his  personal  and  private 
interests  are  paramount  and  sacred  to  him,  and 
of  course  he  must  first  consider  them.  I  desire 
to  thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  through  the  clerk, 
lor  your  courtesy  and  kindness  to  nie.and  I  trust 
that  the  New  Year  will  be  a  happy  and  prosper- 
ous one  to  you,  and  thai  there  arc  in  store  for 
you  many  more  happy  hours. 
Aid.  N.  G.  Smith  said: 

In  rising  to  second  the  resolution  that  has  just 
been  offered,  I  wisli  to  add  my  word  of  testi- 
mony to  what  has  been  already  said  in  regard 
to  the  fair,  impartial  ami  kindly  manner  in 
which  you  have  performed  your  arduous  duties 
as  presiding  officer  of  this  Board  during  the  past 
year.  I  wish  to  testify,  also,  to  your  unvarying 
courtesy  and  your  consideration  for  others.  As 
far  as  I  can  judge,  you  have  treated  us  all  alike, 
and  we  who  have  been  in  the  minority  during 
the  year  feel  that  your  t  treatment  of  us  lias  been 
considerate,  and  even  generous.  You  have  never 
exercised  the  prerogatives  of  your  office  harshly. 
You  have  always  allowed  us  the  largest  liberty 
in  debate,  you  have  been  mindful  of  our  weak- 
nesses, and  sometimes  propped  up  our  drooping 
courage.  Those  of  us  who  are  naturally  timid 
and  unaccustomed  to  the  sound  of  our  own 
voices  in  public  are  especially  indebted  to  you. 
When  wo  have  tempted  the  uncertain  sea  of 
debate  in  this  august  body,  trying  in  our  halt- 
ing way  to  express  thoughts  that  would  not 
come,  and  trembling  in  every  limb,  with  cour- 
age slowly  but  surely  oozing  out  at  our  nngers' 


ends,  and  we  have  looked  for  comfort  into  the 
cold,  stern  faces  of  our  associates  here,  and  found 
none,  you  have  always  come  to  our  assistance 
and  support.  Your  courteous  attention  and 
sympathetic  manner  have  bolstered  up  our  fail- 
ing courage  and  carried  us  safely  to  the  shore. 
In  that  trying  hour,  when  we  felt  that  the  safe- 
ty of  the  city  or  of  our  constituents,  or  more 
possibly,  our  political  future,  depended  upon 
our  oratorical  efforts,  we  have  never  looked 
into  your  face  in  our  distress  without 
finding  there  both  sympathy  and  com- 
fort. Now  that  we  are  about  to  part,  going  our 
various  ways,  many  of  us  back  to  adorn  the 
more  humble  paths  of  private  life,  you  will 
carry  with  you  the  kindly  regards  and  the  good 
wishes  of  every  member  of  this  Board.  I  believe 
I  only  voice  the  sentiment  of  all,  when  I  wish 
for  you  on  this  occasion  of  our  last  meeting,  a 
happy  and  a  prosperous  new  year  and  a  success- 
ful future. 

Aid.  Carroll  said : 

"  It  seems  to  me  I  would  be  remiss  in 
my  duty  as  a  representative  if  I  did  not,  at 
this  time,  have  some  words  to  say  in  sup- 
port of  this  resolution.  Two  years  ago  I  met 
our  honored  chairman  as  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  It  is  true  I  came  into  the 
government  without  any  experience  in  muni- 
cipal affairs.  To  try  and  educate  myself 
up  so  that  I  might  do  my  duty  to  my  constit- 
uency was  no  easy  task.  But  I  turned  at  a  time 
when  I  needed  advice  and  instruction,  to  him 
who  I  knew  was  familiar  with  municipal  affairs 
and  legislation,  and  I  publicly  desire  to  say  that 
whatever  success  I  may  have  attained  in  that 
line  I  owe  more  to  our  honored  chairman  than 
to  anybody  else.  He  kindly  gave  me  informa- 
tion when  ever  I  asked  it,  aided  and  assisted  me 
at  every  request,  and  in  parting  with  him  as  a 
representative  I  would  say  that  I  know  of  no 
man  I  ever  parted  with  where  an  honester  or 
truer  friendship  existed.  I  wish  for  him  in  his 
future  all  manner  of  success,  and  that  his  road 
in  life  may  be  crowned  with  the  greatest  pros- 
perity. 

The  resolution  was  passed  by  a  unanimous 
rising  vote. 

The  chairman  said : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, — I  re- 
turn you  my  sincere  thanks  for  your  kind  ex- 
pression of  good  will  contained  in  the  resolu- 
tion which  has  just  been  passed.  Our  relations 
as  members  of  this  Board  have  been  of  the  most 
pleasaut  character,  and  we  separate  today,  after 
a  year  of  service  together,  with  feelings  of  re- 
spect and  friendship  for  each  other.  The  work 
that  has  been  accomplished  during  the  past  year 
has  not  been  excelled  by  any  previous  Board. 
Our  sessions  have  been  many  and  arduous.and  a 
vast  amount  of  work  has  been  done ;  at  no  time 
for  years  has  more  work  been  done  on  our  streets 
and  at  the  same  time  has  so  much  satisfaction 
existed  among  the  men  employed  in  doing  the 
work,  and  all  this  has  beou  accomplished  with 
less  money  than  in  previous  years.  Sewerage 
system  has  been  extended  and  kept  in  a  condi- 
tion in  every  way  worthy  of  our  system.  In  our 
parks  unexampled  progress  has  been  made,  and 
we  may  soon  hope  to  seo  a  most  perfect  system 
of  parks,  beautifying  the  city,  and  furnishing 
much  needed  breathing  spaces  for  the  people. 
Fair  and  liberal  appropriations  have  been  a 
groat  incentive  in  bringing  about  this  gratifying 
result.  Our  public  buildings,  although  on  a 
limited  appropriation  and  in  ipite  of  the  de- 
struction of  the  Gaston  Schoolhouso  by  fire, 
have  done  more  than  well.  All  buildings  are 
in  good  conditions  and  reflect  credit  on  the 
municipality.  No  city  in  America  is  better 
lighted  than  Boston.  This  we  owe  to  efficient 
management  ami  liberal  appropriation.  In  tho 
Water  Department  high  service  has  been  intro- 
duced into  East  Boston  and  Charlestown,  and 
other  needed  and  important  improvements 
made.  All  branches  of  the  government  and  all 
interests  of  the  city  have  received  every  consid- 
eration at  the  bands  of  the  city  government, 
and  whenever  and  wherever  the  public  inter- 
ests have  demanded,  those  interests  have  boon 
fully  mot.  I  am  of  the  opinion,  after  some  little 
experience  in  the  city  government,  that  wo  will 
be  seriously  handicapped  in  meeting  the  re- 
quirements of  a  great  city  like  ours,  unless  the 
tax  rate  or  borrowing  limit  aro  raised  from  $9 
to  $10,  or  from  2  per  cent  to  2%  per  cent,  respec- 
tively. The  men  who  wore  instrumental  in 
bringing  about  the  law  which  fixed  a  limit  are  the 
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ones  who  called  for  all  the  improvements  which 
make  necessary  the  change.  I  am  free  to  admit 
that  the  improvements  are  necessary  if  Boston 
wishes  to  have  those  things  that  go  to  make  a 
first-class  municipality.  I  know  of  no  position 
in  the  city  government  which  requires  more 
labor  than  that  of  an  alderman.  My  connection 
ceases  with  today,  o  that  in  what  I  am  to  say  I 
cannot  be  accused  of  furthering  my  own  inter- 
ests. In  view  of  the  labor  connected  with  the 
office,  and  other  reasons  too  obvious  to  need 
mentioning,  I  trust  that  action  will  be  taken 
and  that  a  salary  will  be  paid  to  the  aldermen 
of  Boston  at  no  distant  day.  One  of 
our  number  steps  from  this  Board  into 
the  Senate  of  this  Commonwealth,  where 
the  question  comes  up  for  consideration. 
One  who  knows  of  what  he  speaks,  his  voice 
will  be  potent,  and  I  trust  he  will  do  what  lays 
in  his  power  to  bring  about  tltis  just  result.  This 
Board  has  been  subject  to  more  or  less  criti- 
cisms, the  greater  portion  of  it  unjust  in  the  ex- 
treme, unfair  and  ungenerous.  Men  holding 
public  office  must  expect  such  treatment  to  a 
certain  extent,  but  when  it  goes  beyond  bounds 
of  reason  it  is  time  to  call  a  halt.  The  otsher 
day  some  citizens  held  a  meeting  and  estab- 
lished an  association  to  protect  the  city  from 
extravagances,  etc.,  and  reflected  somewhat  on 
the  present  city  government.  I  would  draw 
your  attention  to  the  following  tables : 

Appropriation  Tax 

Tear.  Valuation.  order.  rate. 

1874 S79S.755.05O  gl2.146.R43  S15  60 

1875 793,961.895  11.104,805  13  70 

1885 685.404,600  18.608,100  12  80 

1886 710.581,700  10.553.690  12  70 

1887 747,624.900  31,654,094  13  40 

Thus  in  1885, 1886  and  1887,  with  a  city  larger  in 
population  by  thousands,  with  miles  and  miles 
more  of  streets  to  look  after,  and  extra  expense 
therefrom,  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  ex- 
pense of  lighting,  in  water  department,  fire,  in 
short  in  every  department  in  the  city,  the  ex- 
penses should  be  larger  by  an  immense  sum 
than  in  1874-75.  The  facts,  as  shown  by  tables, 
that  under  this  government  and  the  govern- 
ment of  1885  and  '86,  with  which  many  of  us 
were  connected,  we  had  less  valuation  and  less 
tax  rate  and  spent  less  money  in  running  the 
city,  than  the  government  of  1874-75.  In  the 
meeting  the  other  night  criticising  us  were  men 
connected  with  the  government  of  1874-75.  I  call 
the  action  of  such  men,  in  view  of  their  own  rec- 
ord, unfair  in  the  extreme— a  harsher  term  could 
with  justice  be  applied  to  them.  And  the 
tables  above  are  a  sufficient  refutation  of  the 
charges  made  by  those  gentlemen,  and  which 
have  been  repeated  so  often  during  the  year,  for 
if  nothing  else  could  be  shown  these  figures  of 
themselves  prove  a  more  economical   adminis- 
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But  inratvvn.wnen  these  men  were  in  control, 
lowing  tP?P?n  to  this  your  attention  to  the  fol- 
The  State  £blejs,called: 

"xxof  l|8o £578,055 

}°°S 555,870 

Being  an  incr        18°I" 833,805 

County  Courtase  of  50  per  cent  over  1886. 
83,500,000,  ciHouse,    which  will    cost   over 

taxes  over using  an  annnai  increase  in  the 

Uew  bridge  to  Canro;.-*,-, -. 150,000 

an  annual  increase  of  over"t71g  S250.O00,  and 

Police- signal  system -, 10,000 

County  expenses  over 45 ,000 

The  coun  y  expenses  of  1885  and  1886 380.923 

"  "  '•       1886  and  1887 434,000 

1887  and  1888 348,008 

To  January,  or  over  S35,000  more  than  last  year, 
to  the  same  time,  and  these  expenses  not  con- 
trolled by  the  City  Council. 
Thus  with  a  valuation  fifty  million  less  than 
1874,  with  a  tax  rate  30  cents  less  on  a  thousand, 
with  a  Legislature  every  year  since  they  have 
limited  our  expenditures  adding  new  burdens 
to  our  shoulders,  fair-minded  men  who  will  ex- 
amine the  figures  will  belittle  tne  partisan 
charges  so  constantly  rung  in  their  ears,  and 
give  to  the  city  government  of  1S87  the  credit 
which  belongs  to  it  of  being  as  honest,  capable 
and  economical  as  any  City  Council  ever  elected 
in  Boston.  A  Boston  boy  born  and  bred  I  have 
always  taken  a  pardonable  pride  in  her  institu- 
tions and  her  progress;  during  the  six  years  I 
have  served  in  her  government  my  action  has 
always  been  an  honest  endeavor  to  give  her  an 
honest  and  economical  government  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  whole  people.  I  believe  the  same 
feeling  has  animated  the  other  members  of  this 
Board.  The  record  of  1887  is  one  to  be  proud  of, 
and  is  neither  equalled  nor  surpassed  by  any  pre- 
vious Board.  Permit  me  to  return  my  sincere 
thanks  to  the  press  as  represented  here,  for  kind- 
ness and  courtesy,  to  the  city  clerk  and  assistant 
who  have  ever  been  ready  to  aid  me  in  every 
way  in  their  power,  also  to  the  clerk  of  commit- 
tees and  his  assistant,  to  the  city  messenger  and 
his  assistants,  and  to  Lieutenants  Tracy  and 
"Winn.  Members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of 
1S87  we  are  about  to  separate.  I  leave  you  with 
kindliest  feelings  of  friendship,  with  remem- 
brance of  the  courtesies  I  have  received  at  your 
hands,  which  will  never  be  forsrotten,  and  with 
every  good  wish  for  your  future  welfare,  and 
wishing  you  each  and  all  a  happy  and  success- 
ful New  Year. 

Aid.  Sullivan  offered  an   order— That   the 
closing  proceedings  of  this  Board,  together  with 
the  remarks  of  the  chairman,  be  printed  as  a 
city  document. 
Passed. 

Adjourned  sine  die  at  2.44  P.M.,  on  motion  of 
Aid.  N.  G.  Smith. 
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